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GPs on Arran have pledged 
they will not rely on a new cen-
tral call handling centre which 
has been expanded to help 
doctors’ surgeries throughout 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran.

Known as the Ayrshire 
Urgent Care Service, the 
central call handling service is 
said to be in response to a ‘sig-
ni� cant increase’ in demand 
and to allow ‘GP practices 
to focus on caring for those 
patients most in need’.

Health o�  cials this week con-
� rmed that the Arran Medical 
Group was included in the new 
service which operates out of 
the Lister Centre at University 
Hospital Crosshouse.

However, Dr Greg Hamill 
of the Arran Medical Group 
insisted: ‘It has not been 
necessary to use central call 
handling for the GP practice 
on Arran and it would only 
be in an extreme sta�  ng crisis 
that this assistance would be 

Head chef at The Brodick Bar, Timur Jay Unal, shows o�  the inspirational award he 
received after being given � rst place in a NFU Mutual competition. Full story, page 3.

Brodick chef Timur is an inspiration
required. In these uncertain 
times it is di�  cult to state that 
it would not ever be needed 
here but at present it appears 
highly unlikely.’

Positive Covid cases on 
Arran remain relatively low, 
with the latest � gures showing 
seven cases, however there is 
going to be further pressure 

on the health service with the 
roll-out of booster jabs for the 
over 50s and vaccinations for 
12- to 15-year-olds.

� at is in addition to the 
regular work of the North 
Ayrshire Health and Social 
Care Partnership on Arran 
which goes on.

Dr Hamill said: ‘Like many 
areas of the country health and 
social care services on Arran 
are under considerable strain. Continued on page two.

Demand in the GP practice 
is higher than pre-pandemic 
levels but access remains very 
good in comparison to other 
areas. � is has been possible 
through changes to how care 
is delivered in the practice and 
includes greater use of tele-
phone consultations and triage 
to help people get an appoint-
ment with the best healthcare 
professional for them.

‘As has been the case 
throughout the pandemic, GPs 
and nursing sta�  see many 
patients face to face daily - in 
the GP practice, at home 
and at Arran War Memorial 
Hospital. New services such 
as the introduction of online 
consultations, the direct avail-
ability of GP practice-based 
physiotherapy and mental 
health worker appointments 
have worked really well.

‘It has been and remains a 
very di�  cult period for so 
many on Arran. Many people 
continue to deal with serious 
illness and life-changing 

‘It has been and 
remains a very di�  cult 
period for so many on 
Arran,’ Dr Greg Hamill

Arran GPs stretched but 
mainland help not needed

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Transport 
minister visits 
Arran
Transport minister Graeme 
Dey, above, will visit Arran 
today (Friday) to discuss the 
issues surrounding the ferry 
service and meet the various 
parties involved. He will 
also tour the Brodick ferry 
terminal to see the facilities 
for himself.

It will be his � rst visit to 
Arran since being appointed 
in May.

However, an expected 
visit yesterday by the Cabinet 
Secretary for the Islands Mairi 
Gougeon to Arran did not 
happen. Instead the meeting 
involving the Arran Recovery 
Group and North Ayrshire 
Council was held digitally.

All departments at CalMac 
will return to full normal 
working hours by the middle 
of October, managing direc-
tor Robbie Drummond has 
con� rmed.

CalMac is also planning to 
increase sta�  ng and extend 
phone-line resources to help 
improve response times in its 
customer support centre in 
Gourock.

� e pledges came at the 
monthly meeting of the 
Arran Ferry Committee on 
Monday night attended by Mr 
Drummond and Alan Hood, 
CalMac’s head of customer 
services. While the two men 
were on Arran, the meeting 
was held digitally.

During discussions Mr 
Drummond apologised for 
the disruptions Arran had 
experienced and explained 

that the ongoing impact of the 
pandemic had placed signif-
icant pressure on all levels of 
the organisation.

� e committee expressed 
disappointment and frustra-
tion at the level of interrup-

tions and the lack of 
resilience planning 
which was having 
a critical e� ect on 
the community 
the service was in-
tended to support. 
Communicat ions 
were highlighted as 
a serious issue requiring 
urgent improvement.

As well as improving 
resources at the CalMac cus-
tomer support centre, the ferry 
committee requested that the 
local port sta�  have additional 
customer-facing resources 
provided and the call centres 
also have additional members 
to cope with the high rate of 
enquiries.

� e planned new booking 
and ticketing system is still on 
plan for phased introduction 
in February 2022 which will 
provide improved handling 
for concession tickets and blue 
badge reservations, including 

opportunity for multi-
ple ticket purchases 

as were available 
previously.

Other topics ex-
amined included 
carriage of live-

stock, which is be-
ing followed up by the 

ferry committee’s NFU 
representative and CalMac 
operations and marine 
management. Information 
was provided to support 
recent examples of customers’ 
frustrations at cancellations 
and rescheduled sailings. � e 
provision of toilet facilities at 
Claonaig was also discussed, 
with CalMac con� rming that 
it is following up with relevant 
authorities to have facilities 
available for the start of next 
year’s service.

Requests were repeated for 
improvements in the handling 
of backlogged tra�  c and poor 
communications during inci-

dents and commitments were 
received that these would  be 
followed up. It was also indi-
cated that plans were in place 
to relocate the kiosk at Brodick 
to help address the blockages 
extending into the village. � is 
should be moved in advance of 
summer 2022 services.

Mr Hood also con� rmed that 
the potential £10 penalty for 
late cancellation of bookings 
would not be implemented 
without further discussion. 
Feedback on the catering trials 
on the CI is being reviewed and 
any changes will be subject to 
further discussion.

A wide range of topics 
were covered which will also 
inform the discussions with 
the transport minister when 
he meets with the Arran Ferry 
Committee later this week.

Both visitors were thanked 
for their time, and the ferry 
committee agreed to arrange 
a date for further discussions.

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

CalMac bosses apologise 
and pledge more resources

Continued from page 1.
diagnoses. We have said 
goodbye to many good friends 
this year. Like so many of us, 
health and social care sta�  on 
Arran are weary, but daily I 
witness their dedication and 
commitment and the di� er-
ence this makes. � ank you to 
all of them.

‘I know many businesses and 
people on the island have been 
on the sharp end of frustra-
tions and anger these last few 
months, behaviour that can-
not be accepted toward those 
only trying to do their job. 
While that has also happened 
to our health and care teams 
it is only ever a tiny minority 
who behave in this way.   � e 
support for health and social 
care services on Arran has 
been truly incredible and it is 
this that has kept our services 
going. � ank you once again.’

In a statement the director 
of East Ayrshire Health and 
Social Care Partnership, Craig 
McArthur, said: ‘Given the sig-
ni� cant demand, the Ayrshire 
Urgent Care Service is work-
ing in partnership with GP 
practices to help patients get 
the right care in the right place 
at the right time. During high 
periods of demand, patients 
phoning their GP practice may 

now have their call redirected 
to a central call handling 
service at the Ayrshire Urgent 
Care Service for advice and 
support. � is will allow GP 
practices to focus on caring for 
those patients most in need. 
Patients should be assured that 
if they require the assistance of 
their own GP practice this will 
be arranged.’

Patient pushed 
from ‘pillar to post’
An Arran patient who recently 
needed to make use of the cen-
tralised NHS 111 service, told 
the Banner that he had been 
passed from ‘pillar to post’ 
when urgently needing to see 
a medical practitioner recently 
on a Sunday morning. A� er 
speaking to more than six 
people over a four-hour period 
he was told to ‘pop over’ to his 
closest pharmacy at Largs to 
collect an emergency prescrip-
tion as a stop-measure. A� er 
explaining that he was miles 
away from Largs and unable to 
quickly ‘pop over’ as request-
ed, he was told that someone 
else would give him a call.

A� er three more phone 
calls and three explanations 
as to why he could not attend 

Ayrshire Central Hospital, 
Crosshouse Hospital or any 
other mainland location at 
short notice, he eventually 
presented himself to Lamlash 
War Memorial Hospital where 
he was immediately seen and 
received the medication he 
required.

� e patient, who asked not to 
be named, said: ‘I tried to do 
the right thing by calling 111 
and going through the correct 
procedure but the truth is all 
of the people that I spoke to, 
including medical profession-
als, were not familiar with 
the out-of-hours services on 
Arran, or even if there were 
any pharmacies that could 
dispense emergency medicine, 
and I got caught up in a cycle 
of being passed from person to 
person.

‘Unfortunately our island 
location added extra layers 
of confusion and, in the end, 
a� er four hours of delay and 
unnecessary pain, I was told to 
just go to Lamlash A&E which 
I could have done earlier in the 
morning. Not only was this a 
waste of everyone’s valuable 
time and resources but it also 
showed that the one size � ts all 
approach does not necessarily 
work for island localities.’
 See letters, page 6.

Arran GPs under strain but 
don’t need mainland help

CalMac’s managing director, 
Robbie Drummond, has 
apologised for the service 
disruption to customers.



‘I will probably spend the 
cash prize on a better mic, 
camera and intro video for my 
people in the farming podcast, 
the R2Kast.’

Mark McBrearty, NFU 

Mutual regional manager, 
said: ‘Selecting a winner 
and two runners-up from a 
record-breaking number of en-
tries this year was too di�  cult, 
which is why we decided on an 
additional three awards. I am 
delighted to be congratulating 
Timur and Wallace. All of 
our award winners have not 
only done themselves proud, 
but they are also wonderful 
ambassadors for our world-fa-
mous food and drink industry.

James Withers, chief exec-
utive at Scotland Food and 
Drink, said: ‘A particular 
congratulations goes to Timur 
who is an incredibly worthy 
winner of this award. To be 
given the role of head chef at 
such a young age is a tremen-
dous example of his talent, 
dedication and hard work. I 
have no doubt he will go on to 
have a very successful career in 
the future.’
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Your community 
council needs you
It is almost time for Arran 
Community Council elections, 
and completed nomination 
papers need to be with North 
Ayrshire Council Committee 
and Member Services by 
noon on September 27.

Page 22 of The Banner of 
August 27 gives details, which 
can also be found on the NAC 
website. Nominees must be 
island residents aged over 
16 and serve in a voluntary 
capacity and it is hoped the 
elections will attract some 
younger members.

Several members of the 
community council are 
understood to be standing 
down and a total of 12 nom-
inations are being sought 
from across the island. It is 
vital the community council 
continues to function to 
provide local democracy and 
community empowerment.

Long-ttime resident Sally 
Campbell said: ‘Arran needs a 
vibrant, engaged community 
council with active coun-
cillors willing to be heard 
in the corridors of power, 
representing the residents 
of Arran, many of whom feel 
now that their voices remain 
unheard.’

� e 19-year-old head chef at 
Brodick Bar and Brasserie, 
Timur Jay Ünal, has been 
awarded � rst place in NFU 
Mutual’s Inspirational Young 
Person Awards.

Another islander, 
Wallace Currie, owner of 
Rural2Kitchen, received highly 
commended recognition.

� e awards, which are in 
their third year, were launched 
by the commercial insurer 
in partnership with industry 
body Scotland Food and Drink, 
seeking to uncover inspira-
tional examples of talented 
16- to 26-year-olds who own, 
work or study in the food and 
drink sector. � e award aims 
to highlight not only the enor-
mous contribution that young 
people make to Scotland’s food 
and drink businesses, but also 
the importance of the sector to 
the wider economy.

Having originally intended 
to select a top three, the judges 
found the quality of this year’s 
applications too hard to sepa-
rate, and ultimately decided to 
recognise � rst, second and four 
highly commended winners. 
Timur will receive a trophy 
and a £500 cash prize in recog-
nition of his � rst-place award, 
while Wallace will take home a 
trophy and £200 for his highly 
commended entry.

When he was 16, Timur came 
to work in the family business 
as a waiter for the summer. He 
showed amazing rapport with 
the diners and had an instinc-
tive skill for waiting. He stayed 
and very quickly became head 
waiter, organising and training 
front of house sta� , hosting 
and welcoming diners to the 
100 covers’ restaurant.

A� er heading to Glasgow to 
train as a chef, Timur became 
head chef aged just 18, on the 

recommendation of the acting 
head chef. He now heads up the 
kitchen team of � ve chefs and 
several kitchen porters, and his 
responsibilities include setting 
menus, costing, teaching 
kitchen sta�  how to prepare, 
cook and plate the dishes, as 
well as running the pass and 
cooking.

Described as imaginative, 
creative and passionate by his 
nominee, Timur is respected 
by the other chefs for running 
a calm kitchen which produces 
great food.

Wallace of Bridge Farm, 
Shiskine, is the mastermind 
behind Rural2Kitchen (R2K), 
an educational Facebook page 
sharing information around 
the process from � eld to fork. 
He has also launched and hosts 
a podcast, R2Kast, featuring 
di� erent people from within 
the industry on each episode.

Wanting to show the whole 
process from farm to fork, 
Wallace kept sharing informa-
tion: grass information, lamb-
ing data, recipes, polytunnel 
content – things he felt re� ect-
ed the realities of farming. 
Noticing that people valued 
the content, Wallace developed 

podcast R2Kast, with nine 
episodes now live – available 
on Spotify, YouTube, Google 
Podcasts, Apple Podcasts and 
many others – and a further 
eight upcoming in the series.

Having raised his pro� le 
in the industry, R2K also led 
to Wallace being o� ered his 
dream job as a Scottish Rural 
College lecturer in Agriculture 
at the Barony campus.

Timur said: ‘It was a lovely 
award to win. Hospitality 
during coronavirus has been 
almost impossible, but we 
have always strived to keep 
our high standards and aiming 
for rosettes and winning this 
award was fantastic not only 
for me but my family and the 
business.’

Wallace added: ‘When I was 
originally contacted about the 
award I misunderstood and 
tried to think of people that 
deserved nominations, before 
I re-read the message and re-
alised I was being nominated! 
Fast forward four months and 
� nding out I have been highly 
commended in a world of phe-
nomenally inspirational young 
people in this industry – I 
couldn’t be more elated.

Arran celebrates two young 
winners in inspirational awards

Cameron Bruce, 
Scotland Food 
and Drink, award 
winner Timur Jay 
Ünal and Chris 
Husthwaite, NFU 
Mutual agent in 
Oban, Islay and 
Campbeltown. 

Wallace 
Currie, award 
winner, 
and Amy 
Lenathen NFU 
Mutual sales 
development 
manager. 

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Help at hand to guide 
you on climb of Goatfell
Arran Mountain Festival 
(AMF) guides will be leading 
a walk up Goatfell aimed at 
� rst-timers and those that 
have never managed to ascend 
Arran’s highest peak, writes 
Colin Smeeton.

A� er years of welcoming 
walkers from Arran and 
around the world to the annu-
al AMF every May, the guides 
o� en hear from locals who 
have never managed to climb 
Goatfell for various reasons.

A spokesperson from AMF 
said: ‘One thing that we hear 
o� en is how many people 
there are on Arran who would 
love to climb Goatfell but ha-
ven’t quite got round to it yet.

‘You might worry that you’ll 
get lost, or you might just lack 
the con� dence to head out 
there on your own. � ere are 
a whole load of reasons why 
you might not have ventured 
up yet, but we’re here to help.

‘All of us here at the AMF 
team are passionate about 
the landscape we live in, and 
we want as many people as 
possible to experience the 
feeling we get and take in the 
views we see when we walk 

in our amazing mountains.’
To help people accomplish 
their dreams, organisers will 
be o� ering a guided walk 
up Arran’s highest peak 
on Saturday September 25. 
Aimed at Goatfell � rst-timers, 
this will be a leisurely walk 
with plenty of opportunities 
to stop and take in the beauti-
ful scenery all around you.

� eir experienced walk 
leaders have a wealth of ex-
perience and knowledge and 
will tailor the experience to 
ensure that everyone enjoys 
their day on Goatfell, with the 
ultimate aim of reaching the 
summit and taking in the epic 
views from the top.

All that is required to join 
the expedition will be a 
reasonable level of � tness, 
sturdy walking boots, water, a 
packed lunch and snacks, and 
the guides will provide all the 
encouragement and motiva-
tion that you need to succeed.

Bookings can be made by 
visiting the Arran Mountain 
Festival Facebook page and 
an alternative date of Friday 
October 2 has been set in case 
the weather is unfavourable.

Participants 
will be able 
to enjoy 
views from 
the summit 
of Goatfell 
which is 
874 metres 
above 
sea level. 
Photograph: 
Arran 
Mountain 
Festival.

� e Arran Beach Buddies 
made a return to their month-
ly beach cleaning activities 
with an organised clean of 
Blackwaterfoot beach.

� e group of litter picking 
volunteers returned a� er a hi-
atus of 20 months due to Covid 
and their self-imposed mora-
torium during the months of 
April to August so as to not 
disturb breeding seabirds.

Taking part in the � rst clean-
up were 12 adults, including 
two mentor Beach Buddies 
from the Isle of Man, two 
toddlers and one collie.

� e group removed a sub-
stantial amount of rubbish, 

including a gallon of old oil 
in its container, face masks, 
t-shirts, a plastic dinosaur, 
countless cotton bud tips and 

an old lobster pot.
Beach Buddies Arran will 

now resume their monthly 
beach cleaning activities 

until next April, with the next 
one taking place at Pirnmill 
beach in the last two weeks 
of October, weather and tide 
permitting.

� e Beach Buddies thanked 
their sponsor, � e Parlour, 
Brodick, for making this beach 
clean-up possible and issued 
an open invitation to anyone 
interested in joining the group 
to have a look at their Facebook 
page to keep up to date with all 
of their planned activities.

Buddies return to clean 
up Blackwaterfoot beach

Above, The beach clean 
up pictured from a drone. 
Image by Lenny Hartley; and 
left, Blackwaterfoot beach 
was scoured for any litter by 
the team of Beach Buddies. 

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Peace Tree, 
Whiting Bay

Ahead of COP26 in Glasgow, there will be an 
Arran gathering at the Peace Tree on the 

26th of September at 2pm.
This is in solidarity with protests at the  Faslane 

Trident base, against the decision by the UK 
Government to invest in a bigger stockpile of 

Weapons of Mass Destruction here on the Clyde
when humanity is facing a climate catastrophe.

All welcome.

Sunday, 26th September 
at 2pm.

Ormidale 
September Weekender

24th & 25th September 
@The Ormidale Hotel, Brodick

Admission Free

Friday 24th September
Live Music with 

The Pavillionaires 
9pm – 11pm approx 

(last orders 12:15)

Saturday 25th September

Disco with Damo
10pm -12.30am

(last orders 12:15am)
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Share some love and cheer this Christmas
Blythswood Care have 
launched their 2021 
Christmas shoebox appeal 
and once again St Bride’s 
Church, Brodick, will be 
acting as the collection 
and checking point for the 
island, writes Hugh Boag.

� e � lled shoeboxes will 
be sent o�  to countries in 
Eastern Europe where they 
are distributed to people 

for whom things that we 
take for granted, such as 
toothpaste, soap, or a warm 
scarf, are considered luxury 
items. � e arrival of these 
gi� s at Christmas brings a 
huge amount of joy to men, 
women and children who 
have so little.

If you would like to sup-
port this very worthwhile 
charity, lea� ets and some 

empty shoeboxes are avail-
able in the vestibule of the 
church. � e lea� et gives 
you suggestions of essential 
items the charity would like 
you to include, as well as 
ideas for other items which 
can be included.

� e � lled boxes should 
be handed in at Brodick 
Church no later than Sunday 
October 24.

A young 
boy is 
delighted 
with his 
Blythswood 
Care 
shoebox. 

A hillwalker had to be airli� ed 
to hospital on Monday a� er he 
fell while walking along the 
coast of north Arran.

� e Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team (AMRT) were called 
out at 12.50pm to assist a 
male walker who had taken 
a fall at Millstone Point and 
sustained a face injury and a 
possible broken arm. He was 
treated by the team doctor and 
paramedic, given pain relief 
and packaged in a stretcher for 
onward transportation to hos-
pital by the HM Coastguard 
Rescue 199 helicopter.

It was the third call 0ut 
for the team in less than a 
week a� er two incidents 
last Wednesday which also 
required rapid medical evacu-
ations by helicopter.

On Wednesday September 8, 

AMRT members were called 
out at 3.30pm to locate and 
treat an injured mountain 
biker in the Clauchland hills 
area. Team members located 
the casualty quickly and due to 
the seriousness of his injuries, 
Rescue 199 was tasked to upli�  
him to hospital.

As this job was nearing 
completion, the team was then 
alerted to another incident 

on Goatfell where a male hill 
walker had sustained a hip 
injury. Team members made 
their way back to base then on 
to Goatfell where the casualty 
was treated and then airli� ed 
to hospital by air ambulance.

A spokesperson from AMRT 
said: ‘Many thanks to Rescue 
199, Air Ambulance and our 
local coastguard team for their 
assistance.’ 

Air support called in to help 
with trio of island rescues

Coastguard Rescue 
199 comes in for a 

medical evacuation at 
Millstone Point. 

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Left, A 
casualty 
with facial 
injuries and 
a suspected 
broken arm is 
helicoptered 
to hospital by 
Rescue 199. 
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LETTERS Write to us: editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran KA27 8AJ
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emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief reporter on 
01770 302142 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter, by emailing: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. The 
Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good 
faith, although these details can be withheld from publication. 
Telephone numbers, if available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.  
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, 
KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.
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editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Head o�  ce: Wyvex Media, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB.

Thought for the week

NHS is failing people of Arran
Sir,
� e NHS is failing the people of Arran very 
badly.

You recently highlighted the fact that Brodick 
residents have had to travel the three miles or 
so to Lamlash for surgery visits because the 
Brodick surgery is being used for other things, 
and may later be closed.

You also mentioned in passing that 
Lochranza surgery has been closed for well 
over a year, so that we of the North End have 
to travel 17 miles to surgeries in Lamlash  or 
Shiskine.

Indeed, one lady in less than excellent 
health was recently told to report to Whiting 
Bay, 22 miles away, for a blood test.

Another lady, in her 90s, was o� ered a face-
to-face consultation with a doctor   –   also in 
Whiting Bay.   Likewise a gentleman in his 
mid-80s.

You did not report that even before the 
pandemic it was commonplace for a doctor to 
attend the Lochranza surgery for a few hours 
once per month only.

Arran Medical Group (AMG) wants to close 
the Lochranza surgery permanently, just as it 
has already closed Corrie. Four buses to see a 
doctor?  At Arran frequencies?

You also published an article suggesting 
that passengers, by not wearing face masks, 
were responsible for the recent repeated ferry 
cancellations.

� ere are other possible explanations – and 
the scienti� c evidence that face masks prevent 
the spread of the virus is very thin.

For example, Arran no longer has fracture 
clinics – despite what the AMG website says.

People with broken limbs therefore have to 
struggle to Crosshouse, a� er initial attention 
at Lamlash, for treatment/examination, brav-

ing the infection risks not only of buses and 
the ferry, but of course of Crosshouse itself. 
� ere is no better, or at least more probable, 
place to catch a disease than a hospital.

All this is supposed to be monitored by the 
Patient Participation Group.

Our North End representatives on this group 
have recently resigned  –   in at least one case 
because of what is seen as a failure by AMG to 
communicate with the group.

AMG lists 10 doctors on its website. What are 
they all doing which is so much more impor-
tant than giving patients the service they need?

Yours,
Richard S Henderson,
Lochranza.

 Alcohol limits
Sir,
I travelled as a foot passenger on the 8.30pm 
Ardrossan to Brodick on Friday September 10.

My partner and I found seats in the bar area 
which had around 50 patrons drinking various 
quantities of alcohol. Some visited the bar two 
or three times during the crossing.

To my amazement when disembarking at 
Brodick there were only around 12 foot passen-
gers; small families and teenagers.

On leaving the boat I wondered how many 
vehicles were arriving on the island with the 
driver under the in� uence of drink, as there 
were at least 50 cars on board the crossing.

I would like to think CalMac have a respon-
sibility for drivers and passengers and should 
have signs advising passengers of the di� erent 
levels of alcohol legally allowed in Scotland 
compared to the rest of the UK.

� is is not the � rst time I have witnessed this, 
as I use the 8.30pm most Fridays.

Yours,
Alex Kay,
Glasgow.

Bulbous bow
Sir,
Re our much-delayed new ferry; I was wonder-
ing how the bulbous bow of the new ship will � t 
into the ramps of our existing linkspans when 
berthing? As you can see from the photo, the 
bulbous section protrudes for several metres 
beyond the keel line at the bow compared to the 
Caley Isles. Perhaps there are extending ramps 
from the ship’s car decks? I’m sure this will have 
been thought about given the level of expense 
and expertise involved.

Do any Banner readers know the answer?
Yours,
Martin MacGuire,
D McGhee & Sons Ltd,
Glasgow. 
Editor’s note: In the summer of 2020 the orig-

inal bulbous bow seen above was removed and 
replaced while in dry dock in Greenock. 

Food questionaire
Sir,
I am a MSc student at the University of Stirling.

I am currently collaborating with Woodside 
Arran CIC in Kildonan on a research project 
investigating the impact of local authorities 
engaging with small farms for public food 
procurement with the aim to drive further 
small farm involvement in public food across 
Scotland.

I have opened a questionnaire aimed at Arran 
and North Ayrshire residents to gain an un-
derstanding of the local community's attitudes 
towards local food. � e questionnaire can be 
accessed via: stirling.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/
arranlocalfoodattitudes

Yours,
Bethany Hitchen,
University of Stirling.
 

‘Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends.’ John 
15:13

 Things can only get better
As the old Labour Party anthem once tri-
umphed: ‘� ings can only get better.’

And that, if anything, can only be true for 
the Arran ferry service. � e pandemic, the 
ageing ferries breaking down, the ports and 
the weather have all contrived to make the 
current service the worst in living memory.

At least the CalMac managing director 
has been on Arran to say sorry. And, most 
importantly, he has promised improve-
ments and change.

More sta�  and resources for the customer 
support centre in Gourock and a return to 
normal working for all departments next 
month is to be welcomed but, as the ferry 
committee argues, more also needs to be 
done to help customers in Brodick.

Requests were repeated at the meeting 
to CalMac bosses for improvements in 
the handling of backlogged tra�  c and 
poor communications during incidents 
and information was provided to support 
recent examples of customers’ frustrations 
at cancellations and rescheduled sailings.

What is needed now is action and more 
pressure must be applied today when the 
Scottish transport minister Graeme Dey 
visits Arran for the � rst time to see the scale 
of the problems for himself. But for now the 
emphasis must be to get the service back up 
and running to an acceptable standard or 
we are in for a long winter.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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Long-distance charity walker 
Karen Penny is set to complete 
her 11,000-mile coastal walk 
around the UK and Ireland 
on World Alzheimer’s Day, 
Tuesday September 21, in the 
Shetland Islands.

Walking to raise funds for 
Alzheimer’s Research UK, 
Karen will be a familiar face 
to many on Arran, having 
visited the island in September 
2019 when she scaled Arran’s 
highest peak, Goatfell.

She also joined more than 
200 protesters on a seven-kilo-
metre walk in opposition to a 
proposed � sh farm.

� e indomitable Karen has 
been walking since January 
2019, starting from her home in 
the Gower, South Wales, with 
the intention of raising funds 
for Alzheimer’s Research UK 
a� er both of her in-laws were 
a� ected by di� erent forms of 
dementia.

Upon reaching the small 
island of Muckle Flugga in the 
Shetlands (one of 110 islands 
that she has walked around 
as part of her journey), Karen 
had to return home during the 
Covid lockdown. 

She planted a � ag where she 
stopped and vowed to return.

Now returning to complete 
her challenge, Karen said: ‘I 
can’t believe that my walk 
is coming to an end. I was 

Long-distance charity walk-
er Karen Penny during her 
visit to Arran in September 
2019. 01_B38Kpenny01

� e team at CalMac is hosting a public 
Macmillan co� ee morning on Friday 
September 24 at Brodick ferry terminal.

Like so many, a few of the sta�  and their 
families have been a� ected by cancer 
in various forms and they wanted to do 
something tangible to thank Macmillan for 
the essential work it does o� ering support, 
research, and advice.

� e team have been busy baking away at 
home, to bring in tasty cakes.

� ere will be fresh Arran Co� ee, from 
their bean-to-cup machine, using lovely 
fresh Arran Milk.

Tea will also be on o� er, and juice for the 
wee ones, thanks to the Big Co, along with 
a fabulous ra�  e.

So why not round up your friends and 
head over to the Brodick ferry terminal, 
take in the stunning view of Brodick Bay 
and enjoy a cuppa, a piece of home baking 
and support Macmillan Cancer Support.

Every pound donated, with go directly to 
the charity. � e event starts at 10am until 
the cakes run out.

Tickets for pets will no longer be required on 
CalMac ferries from next month, but only for 
the winter months.

At present all pets require pre-booked tickets 
on the Ardrossan to Brodick route, which are 
free of charge.

But a CalMac spokeswoman explained: ‘We 
will be taking advantage of this quieter time to 
pause bookings and strengthen our processes 
and procedures for pet ticket requests and reser-
vations. We aim to have our updated pet ticket 
reservations back in place for our Summer 2022; 
bookings opening in November 2021.’

CalMac customers who have submitted a pet 
request ticket for the period October 18, 2021 to 
March 24, 2022, or already have a pet booking 
for the period will no longer require to request a 
pet ticket for travel. � eir pet(s) will still be able 
to travel without a pet reservation.

� ey do not need to call to cancel their pet 
booking – it will be done automatically and no 
refunds will be due since all pet tickets have a 
zero-value.

‘We’re still taking pet bookings for the current 
period, up until October 17, 2021,’ the spokes-
woman added.

Charity champion completes
11,000-mile coastal challenge

so sad to have to leave the 
beautiful Shetland Islands last 
March because of Covid-19 
restrictions, and I am now 
really excited to be returning 
to Muckle Flugga. 

‘I wonder if my Alzheimer’s 
Research UK � ag is still where 
I le�  it?

‘� e last two and a half 
years have been wonderful. 
Although it has sometimes 
been hard going, I have met so 
many great people, and heard 
so many heart-rending stories 
of the impact of Alzheimer’s 

disease and the other dis-
eases that cause dementia on 
families.

‘It has made me all the more 
determined to do whatever 
I can to raise awareness and 
raise money for Alzheimer’s 
Research UK, so that in future 
families can be spared the 
fear, harm and heartbreak 
that so many are currently 
experiencing.’

� rough her JustGiving 
page at www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/thepennyrollson 
Karen has raised £100,729 
from generous donations by 
supporters and people that she 
has met over the years while 
circumnavigating the UK and 
Irish coastlines.

Hilary Evans, chief executive 

of Alzheimer’s Research UK, 
said: ‘We are so grateful to 
Karen for the amazing fund-
raising and awareness-raising 
that she has done, with such 
commitment, since the begin-
ning of 2019.’

For further information 
about Alzheimer’s Research 
UK call 0300 111 5555 or visit 
www.alzheimersresearchuk.
org

Two years after setting out, Karen will 
fi nish her walk on World Alzheimer’s Day

CalMac serves up 
co� ee and cake

Pet tickets dropped 
for winter sailings

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142
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A public consultation on 
an ambitious mountain 
bike amenity which is being 
proposed by Arran High 
School Mountain Bike Club at 
Dyemill is open for comments 
and suggestions online.

� e extensive project, which 
will see the creation of a 
number of mountain bike 
tracks and various ancillary 
components and services, is 
currently estimated to cost 
around £400,000 and will o� er 
the Arran community a free-
to-use cycling amenity.

As reported in the Banner 
in March this year, extensive 
preparatory work has already 
been undertaken and a 47-
page business plan has been 
drawn up for the project.

� ese plans have been com-
piled with input from Forestry 
Scotland, North Ayrshire 
Council and a number of other 
bodies and groups.

Speaking at the time, club 
chairman Robert McNeice 
said: ‘We intend to create an 
accessible, inclusive and safe 
all-weather environment to 
grow and develop our island’s 
cycling community, inspiring 
Arran to cycle.

‘With this new facility, our is-
land's cycling community will 
bene� t from being able to grow 
and develop local competition 
and event opportunities in ad-
dition to providing a safe and 
accessible area for coaching 
and skills development.

‘To ensure the recreational 

area is utilised by as many of 
our community as possible, the 
trails will be sympathetically 
designed and built around 
existing local walking paths.

‘We wish to create an area 
that allows for outdoor learn-
ing and development of the 
sites’ biodiversity and history.

‘Our forest management plan 
will look to actively improve 
and preserve the diversity of 
the habitat and wildlife.’

� e proposal includes an 
extensive amount of facilities; 
a free to use accessible moun-
tain bike skills trails, � oodlit 
asphalt pump track and bike 

trials area, youth build-your-
own-trail area, a group shelter 
and outdoor furniture, a bike 
wash, bike repair station, ebike 
charger and spares vending 
machine, outdoor gym 
equipment, a bike library of 
free-to-use bikes, skateboards 
and scooters, free-to-use 
community bike workshop, 
free-to-use trailer of trail tools 
and equipment and improved 
access to the pond for outdoor 
learning.

Access to the proposed site 
will be via the existing o� -road 
core path at Glenkiln Farm 
with parking and amenities 
at the school and in Lamlash 
village centre.

Views, comments and 
suggestions on the proposal 
can be made at //forms.o�  ce.
com/r/mazvtdB1jB or through 
the link which can be found 
on the club’s Facebook page @
ahsmbc.

Public consultation on 
mountain bike trails

Festival of Fire 
to return
The Northend Festival 
of Fire will be back with 
a bang on Saturday  
November 6 in 
Lochranza.

The evening will kick 
o�  from 7pm and, while 
the � nal details are still 
to be made, there will 
be an appearance by 
the Arran Pipe Band and 
a traditional bon� re on 
the village green and 
� reworks around the 
castle.

There will also be a 
bar and barbecue, with 
music from the Arran 
Mobile Disco.

The castle will 
be � oodlight with 
projections and you can 
dance the night away in 
Lochranza Village Hall 
to the fantastic sound of 
the Sound Cradle from 
8.30pm until 10.30pm.

Club draw 
winners
The winner of the £50 
prize in the Brodick Im-
provements Association 
200 club draw for August 
was Tony Scratchard of 
Brodick.

The winners of the 
Lochranza and Catacol 
Village Hall 200 club 
August draw were: � rst 
prize Robin Finlayson, 
second prize Kate 
Hartley.

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Areas highlighted in 
green show the location 
of the proposed site of the 
Dyemill skills trail. 

Arran High School Mountain Bike Club has 
already produced a 47-page business plan
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

AUGUST

August was a little cooler and 
much wetter than the very dry 
July.

� e mean temperature was 
one degree lower, and the rain-
fall was � ve times as much, all 
at the beginning of the month.

In comparison to last August 
while temperature and rainfall 
were similar, the winds were 
lighter.   Last August there 
were two 'named' storms. � is 
August the light winds of May, 
June and July continued.

Towards the end of the 
month there was just a hint of 
the approach of autumn.

Having said that this, sum-
mer visitors were still to the 
fore including: a chi� cha�  in 
Lochranza on 3rd; 40 willow 
warbler in Corriecravie on 
5t; three common sandpiper 
on Sliddery Shore on 9th; six 
whitethroat on Cleats Shore 
on 14th; 15 sedge warbler, a 
whinchat and six tree pipit by 
Corriecravie Ponds on 15th; 
11 lesser black-backed gull in 
Sannox on 19th; � ve spotted 
� ycatcher in Glen Rosa on 23rd 
and a late swi�  over Sliddery 
on 26th.

� e largest group of each hi-
rundine reported was 30 sand 
martin in Glen Catacol on 
2nd, 75 swallow in Shannochie 
on 22nd and 100 house martin 
in Sliddery on 26th.

Please try to give me your last 
record for swallow and house 
martin this year. Last year 
there were October records for 
both species.

� e last record I have so far 
of cuckoo, is a young bird 
photographed in West Bennan 
on 2nd.

Some other signs of suc-

cessful breeding this month 
included: young black 
guillemot in Catacol Bay on 
2nd; � ve young shelduck at 
Kilpatrick Point on 5th; a 
single young fulmar at Catacol 
on 12th; a family of � ve kestrel 
at Glenscorrodale on 16th; a 
family of four little grebe on 
Mossend Pond on 19th; a pair 
of mute swan with seven large 
young in Lamlash Bay on 24th 
and a family of great spotted 
woodpecker in Lagg on 28th.

As well as this, there were 
widespread reports of young 
birds at garden feeders.

Of these the species that 
seems to have had the most 
successful breeding season 
has been house sparrow, with 
widespread reports of many 
groups with more than 50 
birds. House sparrow may be 
in decline in the UK but not on 
Arran.

In August, breeding is 
coming to an end, and a� er 
breeding a number of species 
begin to � ock together, some 
in preparation for migration.

� ese included: 60 curlew 
in Corriecravie on 5th; 70 
gold� nch in Sliddery on 7th; 
25 red-breasted merganser 
in Machrie Bay on 19th; 20 
cha�  nch in Shannochie on 
22nd; 78 linnet in Kilpatrick 
also on 22nd 30 redshank 

in Lochranza on 26th; 50 
kittiwake in Machrie Bay on 
28th and 100 golden plover 
with 150 ringed plover at 
Machriewaterfoot also on 
28th.

All around the island, but 
particularly on the coast, there 
were signs of birds on migra-
tion, including: six sandwich 
tern including two young on 
Silver Sands on 8th; three 
whimbrel on Sliddery Shore 
on 9th; a knot by Fisherman’s 
Walk on 14th; 34 turnstone 
in Machrie Bay on 19th; six 
dunlin in Blackwaterfoot on 
24th; a black-tailed godwit 
in Blackwaterfoot on 26th; 

a wigeon on Sliddery Shore 
on 30th; � ve sanderling at 
Blackwaterfoot also on 30th 
and � ve wheatear at Porta 
Buidhe on 31st.

In addition, there was a 
passage of skuas, uncommon 
passage migrants.

A great skua at Drumadoon 
Point on 23rd was followed 
by reports of Arctic skua o�  
Blackwaterfoot on 24th and 
25th, o�  Sannox on 26th and 
two in Whiting Bay on 27th.

� e last Arran report of great 
skua was 2018 and the last 
report of Arctic skua was 2019.

Among the 100 plus species 
reported in August there 

were a number of other 
noteworthy ones including: a 
dipper in Lochranza on 5th; a 
water rail in Corriecravie on 
15th; a moorhen and a coot 
on Mossend Pond on 19th; 
three red-throated diver over 
Shiskine Golf Course on 19th; 
three great northern diver in 
Machrie Bay also on 19th; a 
male merlin on Burrican Hill 
on 20th; eight black-throated 
diver o�  Cosyden on 28th and 
two white-tailed eagle over 
Kildonan on 30th.

September sees the start of 
the peak migration season 
when many birds are on the 
move.  

It is the time to expect the 
unexpected.  I look forward to 
hearing from you.

Enjoy your birding and keep 
safe.

Please send any bird notes 
with 'what, when, where' to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk   I 
look forward to hearing from 
you.  For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase the 
Arran Bird Report 2020 and 
the Arran Bird Report, the � rst 
40 years. Plus visit the website 
ht t p://w w w.a rra nbird i ng.
co.uk/index.html

Time to migrate as breeding 
season comes to an end

House sparrow had a very successful breeding season. 
Photograph: Angela Cassels

Young cuckoo showing its distinctive white spot on the back 
of the head. Photograph: Arthur Duncan

Young great spotted woodpecker. Photograph: Brian Couper

Dipper, one of more than 100 species seen in August. 
Photograph: Brian Couper

Great skua, uncommon passage migrant. Last Arran record 
2018. Photograph: Jim Mackenzie Little grebe feeding young. Photograph: Nick Giles
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Twenty-eight primary one 
pupils have started their edu-
cation at schools across Arran.

And all of them are adapting 
well to their new surroundings 
and coping admirably with 
the changes brought about by 
the Covid pandemic.

� e many changes intro-
duced to protect pupils – in-
cluding no singing and other 
social restrictions – might be 
noticed by those returning to 
school, and last year’s P1s, but 
for all of the new pupils, they 
have accepted it gladly in the 
way that young children do.

Numbers for new P1 ad-
missions might be fewer than 
previous years – there were 
44 last year – but the pattern 
of uptake remains reasonably 
consistent, with schools in 
more populated areas having 
larger numbers while smaller, 
more rural schools, have had 
fewer.

All schools, with the ex-
ception of Kilmory Primary, 
which did not have any new 
P1s this year, welcomed at 
least one new P1 pupil, with 
Whiting Bay and Brodick 
primaries welcoming the most 
with nine new pupils each.

� e Arran Banner visited all 
seven primary schools on the 
island, and while not permit-

ted inside the schools, we were 
able to photograph all of the 
bright-eyed P1 pupils outside 
and in accordance with gov-
ernment guidelines.

Unfortunately last year, 
owing to restrictions, we were 
unable to take the customary 
photographs – enjoyed by 
parents and the children 
themselves – so we have also 
photographed last year’s P1s 
who have now moved on to 
P2.

� e Arran Banner thanks 
all of the schools and teachers 
for their assistance and for 
making these memorable 
and customary photographs 
possible for the children and 
their families.

Words and photos
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Settling in well as ‘Covid generation’ start primary school

Brodick Primary welcomed nine P1s. 01_B38schools01

Brodick Primary’s P2s. 01_B38schools02

P2 pupils at Shiskine Primary. 01_B38schools12

Above: A 
bumper crop 
of nine new P1s 
started at Whiting 
Bay Primary. 
01_B38schools06

Pirnmill Primary’s 
P2s. 01_B38schools10

P1 teacher Rachel Pearson with her new pupil 
at Corrie Primary. 01_B38schools03

Mrs Dunn with her P1 pupil at Shiskine 
Primary. 01_B38schools11
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Settling in well as ‘Covid generation’ start primary school

Pirnmill Primary’s newest p1 
pupil. 01_B38schools09

Teachers Lucy Marriott and Aldona Kabala with P2 pupils at Lamlash Primary. 01_B38schools05

Whiting Bay Primary’s P2s. 01_B38schools07

Lamlash Primary P1 pupils with Mrs Lucy Marriott. 
01_B38schools04

Above: Kilmory Primary’s 
P2s with Mrs Vik Steel. 
01_B38schools08

S U B S C R I B E
www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscriptions
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THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday September 15, 2001

Two Model T Fords visited 
Arran recently in search of 
a route for a Model T rally 
next year. The two cars, one 
a 1915 model and the other 
1916, are two of approxi-
mately 1,000 Model Ts in the 
UK. 01_B38ABTYA03

Ross Duncan of Brodick 
has been selected to play 
golf for Scotland. Ross will 
join the Scottish under-16 
team to play two matches, 
one in Carlisle and another 
at Drumoig, St Andrews. 
01_B38ABTYA01

Brodick Primary pupils cel-
ebrated the start of Science 

Year with a giant jump. 
Around 5,000 schools in the 

UK took part to see if their 
combined jumping could 

trigger a small earthquake. 
The earth may not have 

moved but the pupils all had 
fun trying. 01_B38ABTYA04

The old Lochranza Hall �nally came down this week. Having 
been stripped the previous week the bulldozers moved 
in, leaving an open space behind the new hall which was 
opened last Easter. 01_B38ABTYA02

Arran’s jazz band, A little bit of Jazz, said goodbye to their 
drummer Andy Keeney recently. Andy is o� to St Andrews 
University to study maths and theoretical physics. Andy is 
pictured with Stef Holmer, Alison Prince and Jim Donaldon. 
01_B38ABTYA05

Lamlash Improvements 
Association volunteers 
apply a coat of cream 
masonry paint to the wall 
between the Aldersyde and 
the Co-op after becoming 
fed-up with the tatty 
paintwork. 01_B38ABTYA06



Every Day
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, Open daily, 10.30am – 4.30pm
Arran Brewery, Shop Open – Monday to Saturday 10am – 4.30pm, 
Sunday, 12noon - 4pm 
Brodick Castle  & Gardens Brodick, Open daily, 10am – 5pm (last 
entry 4.30pm)
Brodick Mini Golf, Open seven days, 10am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather   
COAST Discovery Centre, Lamlash, Open 7 days a week, 10am – 4pm 
Lamlash Putting Green, Open daily, 10am -4pm
Lamlash Tennis Courts, Open All hours
Trout Fly Fishing, Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Whiting Bay Bowling Club, Open to book call 01770 700636

Saturday 18th September
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 4.30pm
British Empire Medal Award to Liz McLean, Big Co, Brodick, 11am – 4pm
Arran Climate Fringe, Ormidale pavilion, Brodick 12noon - 3pm
Rink Games, Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Rink Games, Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm

Sunday 19th September
Gaelic Landscape Walk - Glenashdale Falls, Start, 10am
What’s Happening On Arran, http://www.arranmedia.co.uk, 4pm

Monday 20th September
Macmillan Coff ee Morning, Pirnmill Community Centre, 10am
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am – 4pm
Lamlash Bowling Club, Lamalsh, 2pm
Shiskine Tennis Club, Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 4pm
JogScotlandArran@gmail.com, Whiting Bay, Venue varies, 5.30pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm - 10pm
Rink Games, Brodick Bowling Club, Brodick, 6.30pm

Tuesday  21st September
Healthy Outdoor Team, Brodick Castle,  10am – 1pm
Arran Chess Club – new members welcome, Crofters’, Brodick, 10.30am
Shiskine Tennis Club, Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Rink Games (socially distanced), Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Arran Fiddle Club, High School Classes 
Junior Hockey, P1 - S3 (age 5 to14 yrs), Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 
6pm – 7pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm – 10pm
Bible Meetings, Shiskine Village Hall, 7.30pm
Pop Music Quiz, suits all ages, Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Wednesday 22nd September
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 1.30pmArran 
Heritage Museum Archives and Genealogy services, Arran Heritage 
Museum, 10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm to 3.30pm.
Arran Pace Makers  please check Facebook @arranpacemakers, 
Venue varies, 5.30pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm - 10pm
Rink Games, Brodick Bowling Club, Brodick, 6.30pm
Lamlash Bowling Club, Lamlash, 7pm
Rock and Pop Bingo, Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm   

Thursday 23rd September
Arran Chess Club – new members welcome, Crofters’, Brodick, 10.30am
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 4.30pm
Shiskine Tennis Club, Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Arran Cancer Support Group, Banner Lodge (left of Heather Lodge), 
Brodick, 2pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm – 10pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Weigh-in, Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 6pm 
Lamlash SWI, Lamlash Church Hall, 7pm
Senior Hockey (12+), Ormidale Astro Pitch, 7pm – 8.30pm
Quiz – General Knowledge, Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 24th September
Macmillan Coff ee Morning, CalMac Offi  ce, 
Macmillan Coff ee Morning, The Shore, Whiting Bay, 10am - 12noon
Macmillan Coff ee Morning, Kilmory Hall, 
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 4.30pm
Shiskine Tennis Club, Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 4pm
Fish Frydays, Lochranza Centre CIC, order before 5pm for collection 
6pm – 7.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting. Whiting Bay Hall, Whiting Bay, 7.30pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm – 10pm
Live Music with Hugh Smith, Crofters’ Bar and Bistro, from 9pm
Live Music with The Pavillionaires, Ormidale Hotel, 9pm -11pm approx

Saturday 25th September
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 4.30pm
RNLI Shop Open, Lamlash, 2pm – 4pm
Rink Games, Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Rink Games, Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Open Session,  Crofters’ Bar and Bistro, 3pm-  5pm
Live Music,  Crofters’ Bar and Bistro, from 9pm
Disco with Damo, Ormidale Hotel, 10pm -12.30am

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.co.uk

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

TOURS AND TASTINGS BY APPOINTMENT
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The luxury issue...
Billionaire islands... Sustainable luxury fashion... 
Phyllida Law... Dream destinations... Decadent 
drams... Grand gardens... Michelin chef Miguel 

Angel Mayor... Extraordinary interiors... 
Stunning Photo Essay...

October
Subscribe 
and receive a 

FREE bottle of 
gin or whisky

Be a part of this year’s 
SCOTTISH FIELD
WHISKY AWARDS

29 October 2021   •   7pm arrival
Dress code: Smart casual

SPONSORED BY

DRINKS SPONSORED BY

1

TO PURCHASE TICKETS VISIT:
beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-fi eld-whisky-

awards-21st-anniversary
*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.

TRAILS

THE NEW 
APP FROM 

CASK 
& STILL 

MAGAZINE

#ScottishWhiskyTrail

DOWNLOAD OUR 
FREE APP TODAY

START
EXPLORING!

Arran Dark
The Isle of Arran Brewery’s Dark Premium Beer is the 
brewery’s second most awarded beer. 

A malty brown beer in the style of a ‘Scottish Heavy’ 
with ripe fruit f lavours and a deep finish.

The beer is available throughout the island in bottles, 
including at the brewery shop at Cladach, Brodick



PROPERTY

PRIVATE SALES
WANTED
VINYL RECORDS - Good 
and accurate prices paid for 
well looked a� er records
No classical or easy listening. 
All other genres considered. 
Also o� ering brokerage and 
free valuations. Contact 
Jamie on 07983624634 or 
01770600969

RECRUITMENTTRADE CLASSIFIEDS
TAXI SERVICES

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £42.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £30.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

� e Arran Banner
Friday 17 September, 202114  ADVERTISING

John Thomson Construction 

VACANCIES

STOREMAN & FUEL STATION ATTENDANT
LAMLASH YARD

Full time position Mon – Fri. Immediate start. Knowledge of 
construction materials and forklift experience advantageous but not 

essential.

HGV DRIVER – CLASS 1 OR 2 
Full time position. Immediate start.

CVs to mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk
Tel: 01770 600 242

PUBLIC NOTICES

2021 AGM
Brodick Hall

Wednesday 22nd September at 4pm
Due to current COVID restrictions, we are limited
to an attendance of 50 so please confi rm your

intention to attend in advance by emailing 
David Penn on arcassecretary@gmail.com. 

FANTASTIC DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
A PARCEL OF LAND EXTENDING TO (APPROX.) 0.8 ACRES IN 
PRIME BRODICK LOCATION

For more information contact Darren Lee on: 07974 932675 or email: 
darren.lee@kwuk.com  |  www.alistairanddarrenlee.co.uk D
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CALEDONIA

OFFERS OVER 
£350,000

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make 
reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Arran Community 
and Voluntary Service
Transport Co-ordinator
Salary: £16.25 per hour.

20 hours per week for a � xed period of 6 months.

Arran CVS are recruiting a part-time Transport Co-ordinator, 
20 hours per week for a � xed period of 6 months. Salary: 
£16.25 per hour. Candidate must have relative experience.

To get an application pack 
email ronna.park@arrancvs.org.uk or call 01770 600611. 
Interviews will be held on 30th September.

Closing date for applications 
Closing date Tuesday 28th September
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Arran golfer John Pennycott 
helped his team secure the 
runners-up spot in the team 
game at the Sidey British 
Open 2021 has just concluded 
at Strathmore Golf Centre, 
Alyth.

� e event, which was 
completed almost entirely in 
glorious sunshine, comprises 
of 54-holes of golf played 
over three days for people 

with disabilities. More than 
70 golfers teed o�  on day one 
of the Open Championship. 
Players from across Scotland, 
its islands, and throughout 
the UK and Ireland took 
part, including SDGC 
members with all types of 
disabilities – cerebral palsy, 
amputees of all descriptions, 
blind and vision impaired, 
MS, wheelchair users and 

many other with varied 
conditions.

‘� e main objective for 
all our disabled golf com-
petitions is to get everyone 
out there on the course and 
enjoying their golf.  We all 
know the game can be tricky 
if you are so called able bod-
ied, but our members are out 
there proving that a disability 
is not a barrier to playing the 

game.’ One element of the 
� rst day consisted of a team 
game with the Strathmore 
members and this was won 
by Team 9: Jim Gales, Jim 
� omson and Martin Lowe, 
averaging 43 points and in 
second place was Team 2, 
made up of John Pennycott, 
Paul Higgins, Iain Butchart 
and Dawn Butchart, who 
averaged 39 team points.

John helps golf team to runner-up spot

ARRAN BANNER GOLF

Whiting Bay Golf 
Club
Wednesday September 8, � e 
Bannatyne Cup. A total of 16 
played in � e Bannatyne, one 
of the last medal play events of 
the season and always played 
on a Wednesday.

Scoring was impressive but 
Sandy Pringle, opening with 
four 3s in the � rst six holes, 
set a high standard and went 
on to win by three shots from 
Jamie Macpherson. Results: 
1 Sandy Pringle 13, 56, 2 
Jamie Macpherson 4, 59 and 
lowest gross, 3 Mark West 
12, 62, 4 Duncan Heenan 12, 
64. Magic twos Duncan and 
Jamie @17th.

Sunday September 12, 
Aitken Rosebowl. Donated to 
the club in 1909, � e Aitken 
is one of the club’s oldest tro-
phies and one of the few played 
as foursomes, a demanding 
format which requires both 
playing partners to contribute 
to the team score. 

A total of 12 played, allow-

ing a draw for six pairings. 
Tellingly no twos were 
recorded while a three at the 
8th and a 12 at the 4th also 
testify to the demands of the 
format. Results: 1 Neil Lucas 
and John Pennycott 14, 63, 
2 Gavin Mainds and David 
Brookens 9,65 acb, 3 Duncan 
Heenan and Bruce Cameron 
21, 65.

Fixtures: Sunday 
September 19, Taylor Trophy 
Greensomes, draw for part-
ners at 10am. Wednesday 
September 22, Stableford 
(yellow tees).

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday September 12, Medal 
Shield. 1 Martin Wallbank 
72-12=69, 2 Iain Anderson 
69-7=62, 3 Andy Smith 
84-21=63 BIH. Best scratch, 
Dougie Macfarlane 66. Magic 
twos, Andy Smith @14th, Iain 
Anderson, Colin Richardson 
and Martin Wallbank @16th. 
Hole 17 drawn so rollover 
continues. Overall winner 
of Medal Shield, Martin 
Wallbank  120, runner up, Ian 
Bremner 124.

� ursday September 16, 
Summer Cup. 1 Robbie 
McGunnigle 72-13 =59, 2 
Lee Dutton 84-24=60, 3 
Jack McNally 67-6=61. Best 
scratch, Jack McNally 67 
BIH over Paul Cowan. Magic 
twos, Robbie McGunnigle 
@16th, Serge El Adm @14th, 
Rob Niven@2nd. Hole 12 

drawn, rollover continues.
Fixtures: Saturday September 
18, Eddie Cannon Memorial 
Trophy Charity Day, four-
ball. Make up own groups 
and see starter for times. 
Sunday September 19, Scratch 
Cup � nal round, noon draw. 
� ursday September 23, 
Summer Cup, make up own 
groups and see starter for 
times.

Arran Golfers 
Association
Saturday September 11, AGA 
Senior Handicap at Brodick 
Golf Club. 1 John Milesi 
96-36=60 acb, 2 Douglas 
Robertson 78-18=60, 3 Jimmy 
Armit 78-15=63. Scratch 
Terry Raeside 77.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday September 8, 
Summer Cup, 28 played. 1 
Brian Allison 83-26=57, 2 
Gordon Hendry 66-7=59, 3 
Finlay Sillars 74-10=64 acb. 
Scratch Gordon Hendry 66. 
Summer Cup � nal placings, 
best � ve rounds aggregate. 
Handicap: Neil Duncan 301, 
Angus Raeburn 302, Gordon 
Hendry and Finlay Sillars 304. 
Scratch Ewan McKinnon 310, 
Gordon Hendry 338, Greg 
McCrae 339. Jinty (number 
of twos), Ewan McKinnon 16, 
Iain MacDonald 11, Jimmy 
Armit, Gordon Hendry and 
Bruce Jenkins 10.

Sunday September 12, 
Brandon quali� er, 25 played. 
1 Jim Cashwell 90-29=61 acb, 
2 Sid Sillars 80-19=61, 3 Bob 
McCrae 71-8=63. Scratch Bob 
McCrae 71.

Fixture: Sunday September 
19,   John Gemmell Shield (3 
club).

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday September 8, 
Medal. 1 G McKelvie 67-9=58 
scratch, 2 G Decaesterker 84-
22=62, 3 R McLean 77-15=62.

Saturday September 11, 
Medal. 1 D Logan 71-12=59, 2 
W Paton 70 -9-61 scratch, 3 A 
McDonald 76-14=62.

Fixtures:  Saturday 
September 18,  Captains 
Prize.  Saturday September 
25,  Corrie Open.  Would all 
golfers intending to compete 
in the Corrie Open kindly ar-
range their own pairings and 
start times.

Shiskine Golf Club
� ursday September 9, 
Ladies’ 18 Hole Medal. 1 Jenni 
Turnbull 82-18=64, 2 Alice 
Anderson 90-18=72, 3 Fiona 
Miller 83-10=73. Scratch, Ann 
May 75. Magic twos Jerry 
Arthur.

Machrie Bay Golf 
Club
Fixture: Tuesday September 
21, Captain’s Day, tee-o�  
noon.

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working together

� ere is a booking system at 
Shiskine church - 
John Kerr 860 498

� ere will be a streamed service 
fortnightly, this can be found on 

the three Church websites.
Sunday 19th September

Lochranza & Pirnmill Churches- 
Service at Lochranza Church 
10:15am Morning worship.
Shiskine Church 12noon. 

Morning worship.
Brodick Church 10.30am 

Morning worship.
Corrie Church at 12noon. 

Morning worship.
� e Food Bank continues from 

Brodick Church

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 19th September
Worship will be conducted 

at 10.30am
As we are now able to socially 

distance at one metre, 
booking is not required. 

Contact details will, however, 
be requested.
All welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ 
a fellowship to share”

Scotttish Charity SC015072
Sunday 19th September

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash Church 11.30am
To comply with ‘Trace and 

Protect’ regulations, name and 
contact details will be asked 

for, on entering.
All welcome

We will be observing all socially 
distancing procedures

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide Anglican 
Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 19th September

16th Sunday a� er Trinity 
Holy Communion at 11 am.

Rev Barry Roberts
ALL WELCOME

Co� ee a� er service
We follow strict SEC guidelines

Rev Barry Roberts is on Arran as 
assistant priest. 

He can be contacted 
on 09749 427791

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister - Rev. Vince Jennings

Tel: 01770 600222
www.arranbaptistchurch.org.uk

Sunday 19th September
Services will be held in the 
Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 

Brodick at 11 am.
All welcome but current Covid 

restrictions are in place.
Sermons will be on our webpage 

following the Sunday.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Mass: Saturday Vigil at 5pm
Sunday Morning at 11am

Booking for mass is essential. 
Please email peterdwilko@gmail.
com or telephone 600595 to check 

availability and con� rm 
your place.

Please be aware we are still 
maintaining social distancing and 

capacity remains restricted. 
In accordance with Scottish 

Government requirements face 
coverings must be worn in church 
and NHS test and protect details 

will be kept.

BLESS O LORD 
THIS ISLE OF ARRAN

ST ROCH PATRON OF THE SICK 
PRAY FOR US

OUR LADY OF THE ISLES PRAY 
FOR US

ST COLUMBA PRAY FOR US

BIBLE MEETINGS
Tuesday 21st September

Shiskine Village Hall at 7.30pm
Conducted by W Craigs 

and R Hughes
Contact 07756836670.

All are welcome to attend.

DEATHS
BAILLIE – Ena. At Caledonia 
Care Home, Saltcoats, on 
9th September 2021, Ena, 
nee Dansken, aged 88 years. 
Beloved wife of the late Kerr 
Baillie. Dear aunt of Fiona, 
Kirstin and Morven. Sadly 
missed by John and Greg. For 
funeral arrangements contact 
AW Blair & Sons, Funeral 
Directors. Tel: 01294 468238.
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Arran AFC stepped up another 
rung on the division one table 
of the Ayrshire Sunday League 
to secure a third place position 
a� er their win against Troon 
Town last weekend.

� e match, sponsored by 
Dougie Macfarlane, took place 

at the Ardeer Juniors Stadium 
at Stevenston on Sunday with 
Kieran Rae securing the man 
of the match award by scoring 
a hat-trick, including a spec-
tacular overhead kick. 

Helping to bring the tally up 
to � ve was Ryan Armstrong 
and Gavin Gilbert who each 
added a goal for the Arran 
side.

Unfortunately, Arran player 
Aiden Hessey sustained an 
injury to his knee ligament 
which saw him rushed to the 

hospital by Arran AFC treas-
urer Doreen McNulty.

� is le�  the Arran side with 
only 10 men for the remain-
ing 30 minutes of the match. 
Aiden will be unable to play 
for a few months.

Arran play their � rst game 
in Brodick since before the 
pandemic when they take 
on Drumchapel at Ormidale 
Park in the West of Scotland 
Cup. Check the Arran AFC 
facebook page for kick-o�  
time.

Man of the match Kieran Rae 
scored a hat-trick against 
Troon Town. 
 

These great 
pictures 
capture 
Kieran’s 
super 
overhead 
strike which 
� nished in 
the back of 
the net. 
All photographs by 

Tam Borland

Super strike 
sinks Troon

Arran AFC   5
Troon Town AFC 2

Ayrshire Sunday League 

Division one 

Arran reduced to 10 men after injury

Be a part of this year’s 
SCOTTISH FIELD WHISKY AWARDS

29 October 2021   •   7pm arrival   •   Dress code: Smart casual
to purchase tickets visit:

beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-fi eld-whisky-awards-21st-anniversary
*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.
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