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� e recent rise in Covid-19 cases on Arran has 
led to NHS Ayrshire and Arran issuing new 
advice.

Anyone travelling to Arran should follow 
Scottish Government guidelines and take 
two lateral � ow tests for Covid-19 before they 
depart – one three days before and one on the 
day of departure. Arran has just had its worst 
outbreak since the start of the pandemic, with 
numbers reaching 24 before falling to 11. 
Visitors who test positive for Covid-19 must 

self-isolate for ten days in their accommoda-
tion. Close contacts should also isolate for 10 
days. � e cost will be expected to be covered 
by guests, but alternative accommodation is 
available on the island if this is not possible.

� e only way to leave is if they have their own 
car and can use the Lochranza to Cloanaig 
ferry route as they can stay in their car.

� ose in isolation should not leave the island 
via the Brodick-Ardrossan ferry as it does not 
permit individuals to remain in their car.

A new world is waiting to be 
found under the waves o�  
Arran.

� e sea surrounding the 
island is bursting with marine 
life.

For more than a decade, 
parts of the area have been 
highly protected against any 
extraction and therefore an 
abundance of fauna and � ora 
inhabit the waters making 
them a special and unique 
place to explore.

Now a new snorkel trail fea-
turing some of Arran’s most 
beautiful bays and beaches has 
been launched.

� e self-led trail identi� es 
areas for beginner and ad-
vanced snorkellers to explore 
all around Arran’s coast and 

discover what lies beneath the 
island’s waves.

� e Arran Snorkel Trail 
– which joins part of an 
expanding network of trails 
around Scotland – has been 
developed in partnership with 
the Scottish Wildlife Trust 
and the Community of Arran 
Seabed Trust (COAST) as part 
of the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s 
Living Seas programme, 
with support from the Esmée 
Fairbairn Foundation.

� e trail was launched last 
Saturday with an information 
day on Whiting Bay shore.

Bruce Wilson, public a� airs 
manager for Scottish Wildlife 
Trust, said: ‘As part of our 
Living Seas programme, we 
are trying to raise awareness 
of the amazing life beneath 
our waves and encouraging 
snorkelling is a great way to 
do this.

‘People o� en associate 
snorkelling with exotic loca-
tions like the Caribbean, but 
Scotland’s seas have just as 
much to o� er, even if they are 
a few degrees colder. It’s been 
great to work with the passion-
ate team at COAST, which is 
instrumental in many great 
local, regional and national 
marine conservation projects. 

‘� is is a very special island 
and getting under the water 
reveals even more of this great 
place.’

� e waters o�  Arran are 
increasingly popular with 
visiting scuba divers and with 
the launch of the new snorkel 
trail, the partnership charities 
hope islanders and visitors  are 
encouraged to get in the water 
and inspired to � ght for the 
protection of the seas.

Continued on page two.

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The launch of the Snorkel Trail in Whiting Bay with, left to right, Councillor Ellen McMaster, 
Bruce Wilson, Jenny Stark, snorkel instructor Brian Grindall and MPA project o�  cer Lucy 
Kay. 01_B30snorkel01
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� e recent spell of warm 
weather and the lack of 
rain to replenish supplies 
has prompted a 22 per cent 
increase in demand for water 
on Arran.

Scottish Water attributes 
the higher demand to addi-
tional visitors and the sunny 
weather which has seen the 
publicly-owned water com-
pany having to produce more 
than 200 million litres of ex-
tra water per day nationwide 
to maintain supplies.

On Arran, additional bore-
holes have been brought on-
line to cope with the demand 
for the area which normally 
uses around 270 million litres 
of water each year.

Most of the southern half 
of Arran’s water supply, from 
Brodick to Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie, is taken from 
water beneath the ground 
which is accessed by bore-
holes before being treated 
at water treatments plants, 
including one at Balmichael.

Because of this increase 
in demand, Scottish Water 
is reminding people across 
Scotland to use water 
e�  ciently, particularly 

summer visitors to rural and 
island communities, but also 
customers throughout the 
country.

Temperatures
Last week, demand across 

the country was so high that 
Scottish Water had to provide 
100 million litres of extra 
water per day, compared with 
normal levels at this time of 
year, and as temperatures 

soared in much of the coun-
try, this increased to more 
than 200 million litres of 
extra water per day over the 
weekend.

On Sunday, demand for wa-
ter in some areas of Scotland 
increased by about 40 per cent 
and Scottish Water had to 
tanker in extra water supplies 
to many parts of the country 
to maintain supplies.

Arran has been sweltering 
in the sun for more than two 
weeks and the � ne weather 
looks set to continue over the 
weekend.

� e Glasgow Fair last week-
end brought a host of new 
visitors who, unusually, have 
enjoyed sunshine without the 
showers.

Temperatures have hit the 
mid-20s°C and the beaches 
around the island have been 
packed – with some reporting 
it is the busiest they have ever 
seen them.

� ere is no doubt the stay-
cation boom on Arran has 
been good for businesses with 
hotels, B&Bs and self-catering 
accommodation heavily 
booked, despite continuing 
problems with ferry capacity.

Restaurants, bars and shops 
having been doing a roaring 
trade and visitor numbers are 
up at attractions across the 
island.

� ere was a further bonus 
this week as Arran, along with 

the rest of Scotland, moved 
to level zero restrictions with 
pubs and restaurants no longer 
requiring bookings and able to 
stay open later.

However, unlike England, 

mask coverings will remain 
mandatory in Scotland ‘for 
some time to come’.

More people can now meet 
indoors and up to 200 people 
can attend weddings and 

funerals, with the next easing 
of restrictions, in Scotland, ex-
pected on August 9, although 
this could yet be delayed.

It comes as Arran recovers 
from the recent  Covid-19 out-

Continued from page one

‘To truly believe in 
something, you need to see 
it for yourself,’ said COAST’s 
outreach and communica-
tions manager Jenny Stark.

‘Our seas are in a precarious 
position and it is up to all 
of us to do our part to help 
protect them.

‘With the launch of the 
snorkel trail on Arran, we 
hope more people are encour-
aged to get in the water to see 
for themselves the wonderful 
marine life that lives here and 
therefore want to take steps 
to protect it.’

VisitArran’s chief executive 
Sheila Gilmore said: ‘� e 
Arran Snorkel Trail will be 
a great addition to Arran’s 
o� ering – both for visitors 
and islanders who want to 
� nd out more about what’s 
going on under our seas.

‘� e Arran Trust is 
delighted to have been able 
to support the initial snorkel 

taster sessions three years ago  
and COAST is to be con-
gratulated for joining with 
the Scottish Wildlife trust to 
develop the new trail.’

Arran’s MSP Kenneth 
Gibson, who was instrumen-
tal in getting the high level 
of protection for the waters 
around Arran, recognises the 
value this trail can bring to 
the region.

‘Marine tourism accounts 
for 14 per cent of all of 
Scotland’s tourism,’ he said, 
‘and I am delighted to see the 
Arran Snorkel Trail come to 
fruition as I believe it will 
really add value to Arran and 
put the island up there as a 
sustainable marine holiday 
destination.

‘� anks to COAST and the 
local community, Arran’s 
wealth of marine life has seen 
a remarkable recovery in the 
last decade. 

‘It is great locals and visitors 
now have the opportunity to 
see it for themselves.’

Diving into living 
seas o�  Arran Arran enjoys staycation bonanza

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The crazy golf in Brodick is always a top attraction. 01_B30stay02

More boreholes used to meet water demand

The Balmichael water treatment plant. 
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Arran enjoys staycation bonanza

break, as reported on page one, 
and next weekend, July 31, will 
see the last two cohorts receive 
their second jab – meaning 
the entire adult population, 
who want it, will be fully 
vaccinated.

Most businesses which had 
to temporarily close or reduce 
their hours have now re-
opened but visitors are being 
urged to follow the rules in 
place in shops, cafes and bars 
and recognise that sanitising, 
mask wearing and social dis-
tancing remain.

While the majority of us have 
been out enjoying the sun, Age 
Scotland is asking people to 
look out for older relatives and 
friends as the heatwave sweeps 
the country.

Older people are more at risk 

from heatstroke and other 
health conditions linked to 
extreme temperatures.

� ey are being urged to take 

precautions, including staying 
hydrated, staying inside dur-
ing the hottest times of the day, 
and avoiding over-exertion.

Adam Stachura, Age 
Scotland’s head of policy, said: 
‘While many of us are enjoy-
ing the summer weather, it’s 

important to remember it can 
also bring health risks.

‘As we get older, we are more 
at risk of heatstroke, heat 
exhaustion and dehydration.

‘It makes sense to take a few 
precautions, such as wearing 
sunscreen, drinking plenty 
� uids, avoiding strenuous 
exercise and staying indoors 
during the hottest part of the 
day. Keep your home cool by 
closing curtains and blinds 
and opening windows.

‘We would urge everyone to 
check on their older neigh-

bours, friends and relatives, 
to make sure they are well and 
see if they need anything.

‘Something as simple as 
o� ering to open a window or 
bring a cold drink or bottle of 
sunscreen could make a big 
di� erence to someone’s health 
and well-being.

‘Remember to watch out 
for any warning signs, such 
as confusion, dizziness or 
headaches, which could be 
symptoms of heatstroke or 
dehydration and get medical 
help if necessary.’

The Parlour has been doing a roaring trade with long queues for Arran ice cream. 01_B30stay01

Brodick beach has been more like the Mediterranean.  
01_B30stay03

Temperatures have 
hit  the mid-20s °C 
and the beaches 
around the island 
have been packed

More boreholes used to meet water demand

On Arran and in Fort 
William, additional boreholes 
have been brought online and 
additional river pumps and 
boreholes have been used on 
the Moray coast.

To maintain normal 
supplies, Scottish Water is 
producing more water where 
water treatment works have 
the capacity, using storage 
and moving water between 
networks where possible.

Kes Juskowiak, Scottish 
Water’s water operations gen-
eral manager, said: ‘� ese are 
very challenging conditions 
because of the warm, dry 
weather we’ve been experi-
encing and the forecast for 
the coming days is for more 
of the same.

‘Water levels in our reser-
voirs are at 74 per cent. � is 
is a fall from 77 per cent last 
week and from 90 per cent in 

late May. Current levels are 
below average for this time 
of year but the main issue is 
demand for water from cus-
tomers, which has increased 
considerably during the 
warm weather.

‘It’s not isolated to one 
group but rather is the result 
of how we all use water in 
warm weather, particularly in 
the garden.

Strain
‘When garden water use 

increases dramatically, for 
things like sprinklers and 
paddling pools, that places 
considerable strain across 
our infrastructure to move 
the water as quickly as the 
customers need it.

‘We are working hard 
to support the increase in 
tourism across our wonderful 
country, but we are asking 
all our customers to be more 

water e�  cient and aware of 
how they use water.

‘If people across the country 
- residents and visitors - can 
take small, simple steps to re-
duce their water use, they can 
make a big contribution to-
wards our e� orts to maintain 
normal supplies for everyone 
and if we can reduce demand 
it will also be good for the 
environment as there will be 
fewer tankers on the roads.’

A Scottish Water spokes-
man told the Arran Banner: 
‘We are currently seeing a 22 
per cent increase in water de-
mand across Arran compared 
to normal due to the current 
warm weather and increased 
visitors.

‘Our operational teams con-
tinue to monitor the situation 
and will make any required 
changes to our assets and net-
work to continue to maintain 
normal supplies.

‘We are, however, request-
ing that our customers help 
by using water e�  ciently dur-
ing this warm and dry spell.’

Tips on how to save water, 
along with interesting facts 
and � gures, can be found on 
the Sottish Water website at 
w w w.scott ishwater.co.uk/
savewater.

Quality self-catering holiday homes across the UK

Interested in letting your property? Call us on 0800 304 7199
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Women against State Pension 
Inequality (WASPI) was once 
again left disappointed with 
an unsuccessful High Court 
Judicial Review earlier this 
week.

Despite this setback, WASPI 
has con� rmed it will continue 
to campaign for what it 
believes is achievable and 
a� ordable - compensation 
for women who have been 
unfairly disadvantaged with 
a rapid increase to their state 
pension age.

Rosie Dickson, chairwoman  
of WASPI Scotland, said: 

‘WASPI is not opposed to the 
equalisation of the pension 
with men but it was done 
without adequate notice, 
leaving no time to make 
alternative arrangements.
‘Women were informed 

directly 14 years after 
the pension age was � rst 
changed, many only given 
18 months notice, of up to a 
six-year increase. Many others 
were not informed at all. This 
left their retirement plans 
shattered.’

The Parliamentary and 
Health Service Ombudsman 
is currently considering six 
sample cases of maladminis-
tration out of the thousands 
of complaints made to the 
DWP by WASPI women.

New setback 
for WASPI 
women

YOURSTORY
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142

An historic boathouse has 
been transformed into a stun-
ning wedding venue on the 
west coast of Arran.

An extensive refurbishment 
has given � e Boathouse at 
Dougarie a new lease of life 
and as well as weddings, it is 
ready to welcome guests for 
other celebrations and corpo-
rate events and occasions from 
next month.

� e large B-listed building,  
built in 1885, was designed 
for the 11th Duke of Hamilton 
for launching boats and enter-
taining guests.

� e designer was the famous 
Scottish Edwardian architect 
J J Burnet who was also in-
volved in other work during 
the development of Dougarie 
as a sporting lodge, which 
began 20 years earlier.

The entrance hall where two of the original line drawings which surrounded the walls have 
been kept intact. 01_B30boathouse02

The Boathouse brings laughter back to Dougarie
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Malin at the sign for The Boathouse at Dougarie. 
01_B30boathouse06

The magni� cent restored wooden roof of The Boathouse 
and splendid chandeliers. 01_B30boathouse01

The spacious interior can 
accommodate 80 guests. 
01_B30boathouse03

� e unusual twin-gabled 
building in local red sand-
stone has swept away eaves 
and a centre gabled verandah.

Extensive work has seen the 
building completely re-roofed 

– including all the leadwork, 
gutters and downpipes – and 
the � oor replaced. A kitchen 
has been added.

� e concrete around the 
building has been replaced 
and the ground levelled 
around the Boathouse. � ere 
is new heating and new win-
dows, apart from the stained 
glass windows at the front.

� e boathouse’s interior has 
been completed with many 
original, rustic features with a 
contemporary � nish, ideal for 
21st-century celebrations.

� e Boathouse can accom-
modate weddings of up to 80 
guests. 

A marquee can be erected 
outside for those wishing to 

host more family and friends.
� e work, which started in 

August last year, has taken 
longer than expected due to 
the pandemic but it now has 
its � rst bookings and is ready 
to welcome its � rst guests next 
month at the wedding of a 
local couple.

� e work has been a labour of 
love for Jamie and Jules Gibbs, 
who manage Dougarie Estate.

Jules, who has overseen the 
project, said: ‘We have loving-
ly restored one of the island’s 
most iconic buildings, giving 
it a new lease of life, and hope 
it will create many special 
memories for visitors over the 
years ahead.
‘It has de� nitely been a labour 

of love. A lot of blood, sweat 
and tears has gone into this 
renovation.
‘No-one in their wildest 

dreams could have predicted 
the pandemic and what impact 

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
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Web site:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk      email:  info@arranmuseum.co.uk
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Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., 

and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 
Schoolroom, the Blacksmith’s Forge, and lots more.

Spinning and Weaving Demonstrations every Thursday
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Gift Shop.  Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

WELCOME BACK
TO THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

with social distancing and other restrictions
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The Boathouse brings laughter back to Dougarie
it would have had on everyone 
and all aspects of the building 
supply chain.
‘We are thrilled we have 

come out the other side and 
are ready to welcome wedding 
guests to our unique venue.
‘Jamie and I are delighted 

with the way the Boathouse 
has taken shape and it has  
been � nished to such a good 
standard.
‘We have kept many of the 

original features, enhanced 
its beauty and kept so much 
of its character, whilst adding 
a subtle modern twist, such 
as the internal and external 

lighting. � ere are not many 
Scottish wedding venues on 
an island, on an beach that 
can o� er accommodation.
‘� e Boathouse at Dougarie 

is open for couples to book 
their weddings from August 
onwards.
‘We o� er a discount for 

Arran residents wanting to get 
married here and we are also 
available for bookings for cele-
brations and corporate events.
‘� e building was tradi-

tionally used as a party and 
celebration venue and we are 
so pleased we are putting it 
back to its original use, bring-

ing life and laughter back to 
Dougarie.’

Malin Stewart is the new 
events co-ordinator at � e 
Boathouse and she said the 
venue provided couples with 
‘a tranquil and scenic setting 
for intimate weddings’.

She hopes it will become a 
popular spot for people want-
ing to host weddings or other 
events.
‘� e venue has been renovat-

ed to the highest standards. 
� e building � awlessly blends 
the site’s historical importance 
with modern-day amenities,’ 
she added.

Only the � nishing touches are required to complete work at The Boathouse. 01_B30boathouse05

Malin Stewart is ready to welcome guests to The Boathouse. 01_B30boathouse04
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LETTERS Write to us: editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran KA27 8AJ

  

‘Ask, and it will be given you; seek and you 
will � nd; knock, and it will be opened to 
you.’ 

Luke 11:9

At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair 
and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
However, we realise that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a significant mistake and you wish to discuss this with 
us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief reporter on 
01770 302142 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter, by emailing: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. The 
Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good 
faith, although these details can be withheld from publication. 
Telephone numbers, if available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.  Please write to: 
Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: 
(01770) 302021. Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters 
can only be considered if they have a name, full address and 
phone number.

PRESSPOLICYCONTACTUS
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. 
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor: Hugh Boag: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter: Colin Smeeton: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising: Cecilia Paul: 
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head o�  ce: Wyvex Media, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

� e school summer holidays are upon us and 
Scotland’s tourism businesses are desperate to 
welcome back visitors and are doing everything 
possible to ensure they have a welcoming, clean 
and safe environment to experience our country 
at its best.

It’s di�  cult when you haven’t had any business 
for a long time to restrain from opening the 
� ood gates and welcoming one and all.

But if we’re to re-open tourism in a responsible 
way, we need to look at ways to focus on value 
rather than volume.

For years we have gauged our success in visitor 
numbers and have been critical if the numbers 
go down. Now is the time to take a look at how 
we can encourage people to stay longer, take life 
at a slower pace and enjoy what the whole of 
Scotland has to o� er.

At VisitScotland we have been trying to 
bring communities together to talk about the 
re-opening of tourism.

Many destination organisations are already on 
the case with this, with national parks leading 
the way, trying to � nd the right balance between 
re-starting tourism and keeping communities 

comfortable with the return of visitors. When 
communities and tourism businesses work to-
gether to re-start tourism in a responsible way, 
everyone wins.

We’ve also launched a new campaign urging 
people across Scotland to support their local 
tourism industry by enjoying a day out across 
their region.

� e initiative, which is targeted primarily at 
Scots, aims to highlight new places to explore as 
well as showcasing the many acclaimed attrac-
tions and locations that bring visitors from all 
over the world to Scotland’s shores.

So how do we achieve value over volume?
� ere are obvious wins around slow tourism 

and regional and seasonal spread.
Slow travel is about connection - with local 

people, cultures, food and music.
It’s about education and engagement with 

communities and has sustainability at its heart.
For tourism businesses, it may be tapping into 

emerging trends like well-being, experiential 
tourism and luxury travel. 

� ose lucky enough to continue earning dur-
ing the pandemic may have extra funds to spend 

on a longer holiday or for a more personalised, 
luxurious experience.

When international travel is allowed, I think 
we will see big changes from markets that tra-
ditionally stay longer and spend more and we’re 
working with international buyers who can 
deliver and align with our responsible agenda.

Alongside this, we’ve been running our visitor 
management activity – trying to encourage 
everyone to #RespectProtectEnjoy our urban 
and rural environments by doing some simple 
things like picking up litter or keeping dogs on 
leads.

Visitors must respect the communities they 
visit. It is going to be a careful balance between 
the economics of re-starting businesses, creat-
ing jobs and ensuring communities don’t feel 
their vital resources are being threatened.

So, as we re-start tourism, the reality of re-
sponsible tourism is visitors spread throughout 
the country and during the whole year.

It’s a big step change and will need us to meas-
ure success in a di� erent way.

But it will also mean an enhanced experience 
for visitors, a better time for communities, 
better seasonal and regional spread and an all-
round happier place for everyone.

Now is your time to slow down 
and experience all of Scotland
The re-opening of tourism is a delicate balance between the needs 
and aspirations of visitors and the health and well-being of the pro-
viders. VisitScotland chief executive Malcolm Roughead, right, gives a 
personal view of the way forward for everyone.

Staycation bonanza
It was always likely to be a super summer 
on Arran...and boy has it turned out that 
way.

� e place is buzzing and the sun is 
shining - a staycation bonanza, indeed, for 
Arran. And a� er the 15 months we have 
had, everyone - whether they are a resident 
or a visitor -  deserves it.

Caution must remain, however, as we 
are acutely aware the pandemic is far from 
over and the advice for visitors to have two 
lateral � ow tests before they come over to 
the island is a sensible one.

It's good to see there are contingency plans 
in place to get anyone who tests positive for 
Covid-19 o�  the island - via the Lochranza 
to Cloanaig ferry - without coming into 
contact with anyone else.

And to clear up any anomalies which may 
arise, it has been made clear that anyone 
having to self-isolate, in any accommoda-
tion they have rented, will be expected to 
pay for their extra stay themselves.

Meanwhile, while we all enjoy the sun-
shine and the dry weather, it was inevitable 
one topic would soon have to be considered 
- water.

Scottish Water has made its � rst warning 
that with more demand, supplies are get-
ting shorter. 

It is up to everyone to play their part in 
conserving what they can.

Thought for the week
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Healthy walks around Arran 
are being o� ered next month 
by environmental charity Eco 
Savvy.

� e organisation has teamed 
up with North Ayrshire 
Council’s Trinity Active 
Travel Hub to promote the 
programme known as Stroll 
with It! � e two share a focus 
on encouraging low carbon, 
active and sustainable travel.

� e walks, the � rst of which 
is next month, will be led by 
trained volunteer health walk 
leaders Diana Turbett and 
Linda Taylor. � ey will each 
take between an hour and 
one-and-a-half hours and will 
be at a gentle pace. All walks 
are risk assessed, completely 
free and aim to � t in with bus 
times. � e � rst walk will take 

Arran Geopark has gathered 
three � lm crews together 
to create three � lms on the 
geology, archaeology and 
ecology of the island.

The Arranology project 
was funded by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, with a 
contribution from the Arran 
Trust, enabling Arran Geopark 
to create the short � lms 
celebrating the island.

Malcolm Wilkinson, co-or-
dinator of Arran Geopark, 
said: ‘These wonderful 
� lms celebrate the amazing 
landscape, biodiversity and 
heritage of our small island 
and this is exactly what 
geoparks all around the 
world are there to do.’

Sheila Gilmore, chief execu-
tive of VisitArran, said: ‘These 
� lms will encourage everyone 
visiting our beautiful island 
to delve further into the 
island’s environmental past 
and appreciate aspects that 
they may have been unaware 
of. Everyone involved is to be 
congratulated.’ 

See the � lms at https://
www.ArranGeopark.co.uk/
Arranology/

Get in step 
with Arran 
health walks

The � rst health walk in August will be along Fisherman’s Walk where participants can take in 
the sights of Brodick Bay. 01_B30walks01

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Discovering 
the concept of 
Arranology

The winner of the June 
draw of the Lochranza 
and Catacol 200 Club was 
Masako Ritchie. 

Second prize went to 
Jean Warren.

The winner of the 
Brodick Improvements 
Committee 200 Club draw 
for June was Elby Lang of 
Brodick.

Club winners

place in Brodick, exploring the 
southern part of Fisherman’s 
Walk, on Tuesday August 3, 
starting at 11am.

� is circular walk will start 
outside Eco Savvy’s base at 
Ormidale Pavilion and will 
include a stroll along part of 
Fisherman’s Walk and the 
historic Douglas Row.

On returning, participants 
will have access to toilets and 
the use of the kitchen with the 
option of an outdoor cuppa 
and a chat.

� e second walk will take 
place on Tuesday August 
17. Participants will meet at 
11am at COAST’s Discovery 
Centre to enjoy a stroll around 
Lamlash.

� e walk will head east along 
the Lamlash shore, with views 
over Holy Isle, passing the 
pier and RNLI lifeboat station 
looking towards the Ayrshire 
coast. Toilets and outside 

refreshments will be available 
at the Discovery Centre.

� e third walk will be on 
Tuesday August 31, starting at 
11.15am, and will take in some 
of the sights of Blackwaterfoot.

Participants will walk a short 
section of the Arran Coastal 
Way and a visit to the Pioneer 
Project Community Garden at 
Kilpatrick.

A maximum of 12 places 
will be available per walk 
and bookings and enquiries 
can be made by contacting 

Diana at diana.ecosavvy@
gmail.com. All walks are 
subject to change according 
to national and local Covid 
guidelines and the weather. 
If the walks are well-attended 
and there is enough demand, 
the Tuesday walks could 
continue fortnightly into the 
autumn with the ongoing 
programme re� ecting demand 
and interest. � ere will also 
be opportunities for others to 
train as volunteer walk leaders 
for Stroll with It! 

Hebridean hankering...
Wordsmith Peter May on his love of the islands... 

Nat Geo photo essay... The Glasgow Girls’ art... 
Capercaillie capers... Youngsters in fi eld sports... 
Cars of the year... Chef Gary Maclean’s recipes... 

Cawdor Castle’s beautiful gardens...

August
Subscribe 
and receive a 

FREE bottle of 
gin or whisky

THE NEW APP FROM 
CASK & STILL MAGAZINE

#ScottishWhiskyTrail

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAYDOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY
START EXPLORING!

TRAILS
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Arran’s mountain rescue 
team leader recently swapped 
the hills of the island for the 
Renaissance golf course at 
North Berwick.

A keen golfer, Ewan 
McKinnon enjoyed an af-
ternoon on the links course 
with celebrities and gol� ng 
professionals as one of several 
front-line heroes recognised 
for their hard work and 
dedication throughout the 
pandemic.

Ewan, who holds a number of 
Arran gol� ng records, relished 
the opportunity to play with 
Scottish professional golfer 
Robert MacIntyre during the 
European Tour’s Golf for Good 

initiative at the Renaissance 
Club the day before the popu-
lar Rolex Series Scottish Open.

Robert, from Oban, last 
weekend � nished a magni� -
cent eighth at the British Open 
in Kent. 

North Berwick Tournament 
partners Aberdeen Standard 
Investments and VisitScotland 
donated the pro-am places to 
seven golf fans described as 
‘deserving to be rewarded for 
their hard work in their com-
munities over the last year’.

Ewan was nominated for 
his sel� ess work with Arran 
Mountain Rescue Team and 
was selected to play with 
24-year-old Robert during 
this year’s abrdn Scottish 
Open pro-am. He also had the 
opportunity to meet former 

Scots golfer Ken Brown, now a 
leading golf TV commentator,  
and Dan Walker from BBC 
Breakfast TV.

Ewan, 32, has been involved 
with AMRT since he was 16 
years old. He o�  cially joined 
as a member once he reached 
the age requirement of 18 
and has volunteered with the 
organisation since.

His years of dedication and 
experience have seen him 
rise from team member to 
team leader, a position which 
not only holds a great deal of 
responsibility but also requires 
large amounts of time invested 
into organising, training and, 
of course, the mountain res-
cues themselves.

An event video, on the 
European Tour’s Facebook 
page, describes the seven front-
line workers as ‘the real heroes’.

From left: A particular highlight for Ewan was meeting former Scottish 
golfer Ken Brown; Brodick Golf Club champion Ewan McKinnon at 
the abrdn Scottish Open pro-am; BBC Breakfast’s Dan Walker takes a 
photograph of Ewan McKinnon, centre, and Robert MacIntyre.

Ewan’s selfl ess efforts lead 
to pro-am golfi ng day out

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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Arran’s Food Journey has 
been awarded £5,000 from the 
Scottish government-support-
ed regional food fund to de-
liver its Arran Food to Market 
project, writes Hugh Boag

� e aim is to promote Arran’s 
fantastic food and drink and 
highlight where to buy it on 
the island.

� e project will also promote 
the shops which support 
Arran’s producers by selling 
Arran food and drink, with 
information produced about 
what is available and where.

Following the success of its 
digital event in the spring, 
Arran’s Food Journey will 
support a producers’ market 
on Arran where residents and 
visitors will be able to meet 
and engage with those who 
dedicate their time to produc-
ing Arran’s food and drink. 

� e project will also show-
case Arran’s produce through 

An MSP has called on 
the Scottish gov-
ernment to ‘come 
clean’ a� er claims 
last weekend 
the future of the 
Ferguson Marine 
shipyard, where 
the new Arran 
ferry is being built, 
could be in doubt.

� e claims made in the 
Herald on Sunday were said 
to be based on an analysis 
from former managers of 
the Port Glasgow shipyard at 
the centre of a ferry-building 
� asco who referred to 
‘inevitable failure for the 
business’ because of the way it 
was being run.

And it emerged that when 
the MV Glen Sannox and her 
sister ship are completed and 
ready for delivery, Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) 
would be expected to buy 
them for use at what they call 
a ‘fair market value’, raising 
the prospect that ministers 
will make massive losses on 

the deal. Conservative 
West Scotland 

regional MSP Jamie 
Greene said: 
‘� e ferry � asco 
continues to go 
from one debacle 

to the next and 
now we learn that 

there’s a renewed risk 
of collapse at Ferguson 

Marine.
‘� e SNP’s gross misman-

agement of this project has 
put hundreds of yard workers’ 
jobs at risk and threatened our 
entire shipbuilding industry.

‘It’s time for First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon to come clean 
about the future of this com-
pany and whether residents 
can expect a further delay to 
the replacement ferries that 
are already running four 
years late. � e whole thing 
has been disastrously handled 
by the SNP since the outset. 
Our island communities and 
Scottish taxpayers deserve 
nothing short of a full 
apology.’

MSP in ‘come clean’ 
call over shipyard

Food to market project 
gets funding support

Some of Arran’s 
fantastic products. 
Photograph courtesy of Bay 
Kitchen and Stores, Whiting Bay.

cooking demonstrations and 
recipes from the island.

� e grants were announced 
by rural a� airs and islands 
cabinet secretary Mairi 
Gougeon who said: ‘� is fund-
ing underlines our continued 
commitment to this important 
and exciting sector and I am 
delighted to see the involve-

ment of such a diverse range of 
projects.’

Arran’s Food Journey co-or-
dinator Cameron Bruce said: 
‘Forty-six Arran-based food 
and drink enterprises are now 
working together with Arran’s 
Food Journey. 

‘Arran has fantastic produc-
ers and much is already sold 

and used locally in our shops 
and restaurants and cafes, but 
there is potential for even more 
Arran produce to be consumed 
on Arran.

‘Arran’s Food Journey aims  
to inspire further collabora-
tion between them, such as the 
recently launched Blackwater 
Bakehouse/Arran Co� ee blend 
or blackcurrants from Robin 
Gray’s Gourmet Kitchen being 
used in Arran Cassis.’

1

to purchase tickets visit:
beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-fi eld-whisky-

awards-21st-anniversary
*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.

Be a part of this year’s 
SCOTTISH FIELD
WHISKY AWARDS

29 October 2021
Edinburgh Sheraton Hotel
6pm arrival - 11pm close
Dress code: Smart casual
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More than 65 primary school  
pupils aged � ve to 12 years at-
tended the Arran Community 
Sports Hub summer camp 
from Wednesday July 14 to 
Friday July 16.

In splendid sunshine, two 

of the days were based at  
Ormidale park in Brodick with 
the � nal day at Arran High 
School in Lamlash.

� e pupils enjoyed a variety 
of sports delivered by commu-
nity clubs from across the is-
land. Football, golf, triathlon, 
hockey, boxing and activities 
from COAST all featured.

� e activities were free and 
were organised by Active 

Schools co-ordinator Lauren 
Gilbert.

� ey had a variety of helpers 
from the high school including 
Julie Hamill, Ruby Johnson 
and Harriet Lucas, and Active 
Schools young ambassadors 
Beth McCarthy, Lilly Currie 
and Isabella Reid.

It was also great to have 
former North Ayrshire Sports 
Academy pupils Ross Dobson, 

Fun in the sun at sports summer camp
Words and photos
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos

The hockey youngsters enjoy their ice cream. 01_B30summer14

Stuart McMaster helps a youngster with his rugby ball catching. 01_B30summer03

Youngsters hone their netball skills. 01_B30summer02

Youngsters enjoy an ice cream at the end of the event. 
01_B30summer13

Above: 
Going in for 
a practice 
rugby 
tackle.
 01_B30summer12

Practising a rugby tackle with a tyre. 
01_B30summer11
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Ellie Boner, James Reid and 
Jed Russell involved through-
out the three days. �ey had 
various roles throughout the 
day to ensure the young people 
were staying safe but, most 
importantly, having fun.

Delicious lunches were 
provided by On a Roll in 
Blackwaterfoot and were 
enjoyed by all the pupils every 
day. 

At the end of each session,  
the pupils had a treat from 
Arran Dairies which provided 
free ice cream. Lauren told the 
Banner: ‘�is is my last event 
on the island as I have secured 
myself a job with North 
Lanarkshire Active Schools.

‘I have been based on Arran 
for almost two years and have 
loved every second of it and 
will be so sad to leave.’

Fun in the sun at sports summer camp

Above: Lauren Gilbert oversees the summer 
camp, her last event on Arran. 01_B30summer01

Right: Netball defenders try to keep the ball 
out of the net. 01_B30summer10

Players watch on as a netball goal goes in. 
01_B30summer09

The youngsters and coaches enjoyed the summer camp. 01_B30summer16

Marie Louise Craig helps youngsters get to grips with 
their hockey sticks. 01_B30summer07

Some of the youngest participants learn the rules of 
hockey. 01_B30summer06

Learning passing skills under the watchful eye of Lorraine 
Hewie. 01_B30summer08

Handing out ice cream to the youngsters. 01_B30 summer15
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A whole new Barn Experience awaits 
everyone at Bellevue Farm.

Bellevue is a traditional beef and sheep 
farm near Blackwaterfoot whose farm 
tours and open days are already popular. 

Now a new indoor experience has been 
added as Ailsa and Donald Currie take 
their working farm visits to a new level. 

� ey have been busy during lockdown, 
� rst building then kitting out the new 
barn which takes visitors on a virtual 
‘farm to fork’ tour with animals, machin-

A whole new experience awaits at Bellevue Farm
Words and photographs
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The year-old alpacas Pablo and Charlie. 
01_B27farm03 A kid goat lies beside its mum. 01_B27farm02

Ailsa feeds the popular donkeys Hamish and 
Murphy. 01_B27farm07

ery, feeding and everything in between. 
Among the most popular animals on the 
tour are the alpacas, with year-old Pablo 
and Charlie still inside. 

Donkeys Hamish and Murphy are also 
stars along with Tabitha the miniature 
Shetland pony, Highland cows, rabbits, 
ducks, hens and goats.

Babies, too, are always popular with both 
tiny turkey chicks and baby chickens in 
incubation at the moment. 

Bellevue held an open day recently to 
showcase to VisitArran members what 
they could o� er visitors.

� e farm tours take place around the 
farmyard in groups and last around one-
and-half hours.

Visitors can help feed the animals, col-
lect eggs and hear from the farmer about 
farming life.

And they can see what happens on a 
working farm and hear how the routine 
changes throughout the seasons.

Alisa said: ‘We are delighted with our 
new Barn Experience which we are sure 
will be very popular. 

‘It is a work in progress and we look for-
ward to its continued development. Our 
farm experiences are self-guided and give 
visitors the chance to meet our animals, 
see our machinery and hear the Arran 
food story.’

� e farm also now sells its free range 
eggs and home-reared pork and lamb.

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY
SERVING COFFEE & CAKE 
10AM – 12PM

LUNCH MENU FROM 12PM – 5PM  
(last orders for hot food 4.30pm)

We have made a commitment to quality and 
value and all dishes in both restaurants are 
under £10.

Enjoy family friendly Kilmory Cafe and the 
relaxed atmosphere upstairs in The Shieling 
Bistro and Whisky Bar.

VISIT KILMORY CAFÉ 
& THE SHIELING BISTRO 
AT LAGG DISTILLERY

BOOKING IS REQUIRED.
01770 870 565 
BOOKINGS@LAGGWHISKY.COM

PLEASE VISIT LAGGWHISKY.COM  
FOR MORE INFORMATION

We would like to welcome you to Lagg 
Distillery, the home of whisky in the 
south end of Arran.

We are open 5 days a week, Tuesday to 
Saturday from 10am until 5.30pm. When 
you visit us, not only will you be able to 
enjoy our fantastic tastings and tours, but 
we also have a beautiful gift shop and two 
unique dining venues where you can get a 
true taste of our island hospitality.

Tours and Tastings are available every day 
that we are open at 11.30am, 1.30pm and 
3pm for tastings,the cost is £15.00 per 
adult. Tours take place Tuesday - Saturday 
at 10am, 11.30am and 4pm, the cost is £10 
per adult. We politely request that you pre-
book your place in advance of your visit. 
Contact us on 01770 870 565 or bookings@
laggwhisky.com Unfortunately, no children 
under the age of 8 are permitted to join a 
tour.

Once you have joined our team for a tour 
and a taste of the “water of life” why not 
treat yourself to some food at one of our 
two unique restaurant spaces. No matter 
where you choose, we can guarantee you 
quality and value having committed to 
ensure all dishes on our regular menus are 
now below ten pounds.

Downstairs in the Kilmory Café, join us for 
fast, family friendly food with a wide range 
of snacks, sandwiches and the best hot-
dogs on the island. Enjoy a delicious co� ee 
with our fresh scones and other treats, or if 
you are in a hurry, we are happy to provide 
takeaway services too.

Making a comeback will be our ever-pop-
ular Friday night takeaways. Favourites 
like our Lagg Fried Chicken night and our 
Chinese night will return to the distillery 
on a fortnightly basis along with some new 
additions to whet your appetites.

Upstairs in the Sheiling Bistro and Whisky 
Bar, things move at a slightly slower place. 
Sink into one of our couches, savour one of 
our many whiskies and let your eyes drink 
in the magni� cent views across the Forth 
of Clyde to Ailsa Craig and beyond.

Enjoy a selection of tapas style small plates 
designed to compliment our whisky, in-
dulge yourself with a freshly made cocktail 
or � nd your perfect Arran dram from our 
extensive range of distillery exclusives, 
single cask bottlings and o� erings from 
our sister distillery in Lochranza.

We will also be bringing a Friday institution 
to the South End of the island, with our 
Fish and Chip Fridays. Enjoy � sh, chips 
and mushy peas or a full � sh tea available 
across both restaurant spaces.

We respectfully ask that you continue to 
make bookings for all tables at the Visitor 
Centre. We follow all current guidelines and 
regulations regarding Covid compliance 
and promise you a safe space to enjoy two 
great menus and a range of special events 
throughout the year. We really are very 
excited to welcome you through our doors 
again and can’t wait to return to being a 
legend in the making!



� e Arran Banner
Friday 23 July 2021 NEWS  13

A whole new experience awaits at Bellevue Farm

Clockwise from above: Alisa and Donald Currie outside the new 
Barn Experience at Bellevue Farm. 01_B27farm01 The proud tom struts his 
stu� . 01_B27farm05 Days old chicks are reared under an incubator light. 
01_B27farm08 The barn is � lled with displays of farm life. 01_B27farm09 A goat 
takes a keen interest in the camera. 01_B27farm06
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Right here on Arran
Book now to see where your future could take you 

at our Open Day on Wednesday 28th July!

Online info sessions:
Studying: what to expect  |  Funding information
How to apply & write your personal statement

ACArran@uhi.ac.uk             01770 600 152

If you love life in Arran but 
think you need to move away 
to get the quali� cations you 
need, think again. Argyll 
College UHI has a wide range 
of courses and subject areas 
to choose from, so you can be 
con� dent that whatever your 
interest, whatever the level, 
we’re sure to have something 
to suit you. 

Some of the subjects on o� er 
include Business, Childcare, 
Social Sciences, Computing 
and Digital Media, and many 
more. As a partner of the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands, we also have 
access to a wide range of 
degree and post-graduate 
programmes.  

If you enjoy working with 
children and want to inspire 
the future generation, one of 
our Early Years Education 
and Childcare courses will 
kickstart your career. � ere 
are many levels of study 
available and you can even 
progress right through to 
becoming a quali� ed primary 

teacher, without having to 
move away to the city, if that is 
your goal. 

Now more than ever 
businesses in every sector 
rely on ICT and skilled 
technicians to keep things 
running smoothly. If you’re 
considering a career in 
computing or digital design, 
our courses will give you 
the experience and skills 
you need to become an 
industry ready professional 
and prepare you for entering 
this fast-paced and highly 
competitive sector.  

You can also study part 
time for National 5s and 
Highers in English, Maths and 
Application of Maths, so if 
you’ve missed out at school we 
can help you get back on track. 

Feeling inspired? Find out 
what it’s really like to study 
with us at our Open Day on 
Wednesday 28th July. With 
a number of virtual sessions 
throughout the day you can 
� nd out everything you need 
to know ahead of starting with 

Unlock New Skills with 
Argyll College UHI 

us this Autumn. Whether 
you’re just starting to make 
your application or looking 
into the � nancial support 

available for your course, our 
friendly sta�  are on hand 
to help. You’ll also have the 
opportunity to hear from 

some of our current students 
or book an appointment with 
a member of sta�  for tailored 
advice. 

For further information 
or to book your place, visit 
our website: www.argyll.uhi.
ac.uk/opendays



on Arran

Visit us at CASKS Cafe  
in Lochranza Distillery

CASKS Café, Open daily 10am – 4pm

Serving a delicious selection of home baking,  
hot & cold beverages, whisky tasting flights,  
and light lunches (lunch served 12noon-3pm). 

Featuring the best of local produce and often  
an Arran Malt twist on some classics. 

Booking is required 
01770 830264  
bookings@arranwhisky.com

an Arran Malt twist on some classics. 

VISIT KILMORY CAFÉ & THE SHIELING BISTRO  
AT LAGG DISTILLERY
We have made a commitment to 
quality and value and all dishes  
in both restaurants are under £10.
Enjoy family friendly Kilmory 
Cafe and the relaxed atmosphere 
upstairs in The Shieling Bistro  
and Whisky Bar.

Open Tues – Sat
Serving coffee & cake 
10am – 12pm
Lunch menu from 12pm – 5pm 
(last orders for hot food 4.30pm)
Booking is required.
01770 870 565 
bookings@laggwhisky.com

� e Wineport
� e Wineport is a family and dog friendly 
bar bistro situated in Cladach at the bottom 
of Goat Fell beside Brodick Castle, Arran 
Brewery, the garden centre and various cra�  
and gi�  shops. � ere are ample parking 
facilities but if you prefer to walk it can be 
reached on foot from Brodick via the popular 
Fisherman’s Walk, part of the Arran Coastal 
Route.
� ey are open seven days a week, serving 
drinks and delicious home baking from 
11am and lunches from 12pm. � e menu is is 
simple, hearty, homemade fare using the best 
local and Scottish produce.
Homemade favourites include Cullen Skink, 
Scotch Egg and Smoked Mackerel Pate. � e 
ever requested Steak Ciabatta with Peppercorn 
Sauce remains a � rm favourite with custom-
ers. Lighter options include a Greek Salad or 
Skipness Hot Smoked Salmon & Crispy Caper 
Salad. � ese can all be rounded o�  with one 
of the house specialities; Warm Chocolate 
Brownie & Homemade Salted Caramel 
Ice-cream.
� e majority of the menu is available as a 
gluten free option.
� e Wineport prides itself on its warm wel-
come and relaxed atmosphere. � e large beer 
garden is a total sun trap and the perfect place 
to sit back and enjoy co� ee and homemade 

cake, a delicious lunch or to simply have a 
drink with friends in the sunshine.
So if you have climbed Goat Fell and deserve 
a pint of Arran Ale, been strolling round 
Brodick Castle Gardens or the neighbouring 
shops and need a nice cool drink or been 
sitting on the beautiful beach across the road 
and fancy an Arran Dairies Ice-cream this is 
the place to go!
Summer opening hours are 11am-7.30pm 
with lunches being served 12pm-5.30pm.

Hebridean hankering...
Wordsmith Peter May on his love of the islands... 

Nat Geo photo essay... The Glasgow Girls’ art... 
Capercaillie capers... Youngsters in fi eld sports... 
Cars of the year... Chef Gary Maclean’s recipes... 

Cawdor Castle’s beautiful gardens...

August
Subscribe 
and receive a 

FREE bottle of 
gin or whisky

Hebridean hankering...
Wordsmith Peter May on his love of the islands... 

Nat Geo photo essay... The Glasgow Girls’ art... 
Capercaillie capers... Youngsters in fi eld sports... 
Cars of the year... Chef Gary Maclean’s recipes... 

Cawdor Castle’s beautiful gardens...

August
Subscribe 
and receive a 

FREE bottle of 
gin or whisky

Subscribe at 
www.scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions
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THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday July 21 2001

Sack racers enjoy a challenging but fun race at Kildonan Fun 
Week. 01_B30ABtwe01

Indian runner ducks are the centre of attention as Tony 
Brookes uses them to replace sheep in his sheepdog 
demonstration at South Bank Farm’s �rst open day after 
being badly hit by foot and mouth. 01_B30ABtwe02

An annual get-together of tree surgeons under the aegis of the Arboricultural Association visited Brodick Castle last week. 
Rather than attend a convention, the group select a venue each year and put their skills to good charitable use. 01_B30ABtwe03

Tra�c police, who are visiting the island for a week, lead the parade during the annual Lamlash Gala Week. 01_B30ABtwe04

Left: Tots and teddies at the 
teddy bears’ picnic which 
took place in Lamlash as part 
of the gala week celebra-
tions. 01_B30ABtwe05

Right: Some Arran Dancers 
perform for the crowd 
at Lamlash Gala Week. 
01_B30ABtwe06

CONTACTUS
EMAIL US AT 
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
T E L E P H O N E  
01770 302142
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Every Day
Trout Fly Fishing,  Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Heritage Museum 
 Rosaburn, Brodick, Open daily, 10.30am – 4.30pm
Arran Brewery, Shop 
 Open – Monday to Saturday 10am – 4.30pm, 
 Sunday, 12noon - 4pm
Brodick Castle Gardens Brodick,  Open daily, 10am – 5pm
Brodick Mini Golf, 
 Open seven days, 10am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather
COAST Discovery Centre, 
 Lamlash, Open 7 days a week, 10am – 4pm
Lamlash Putting Green,  Open daily, 10am -4pm
Lamlash Tennis Courts,  Open All hours
Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 
 Open to book call 01770 700636

Saturday 24th July
Whiting Bay Golf Club Gents Open, 
 Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8am – 3.30pm
Mary’s Meals Pop-up, Drop off  for school bags, clothing 
etc,  Brodick Co-op, 11am -2pm
Brodick Castle,  Brodick, 11am – 4pm
RNLI Shop Open,  Lamlash, 2pm - 4pm
Rink Games,  Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Rink Games,  Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm

Sunday 25th July
Whiting Bay Golf Club Gents Open, 
 Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8am - 3.30pm
Brodick Castle,  Brodick, 11am – 4pm
RNLI Shop,  Open, Lamlash, 2pm – 4pm
What’s Happening On Arran, 
 http://www.arranmedia.co.uk, 4pm

Monday 26th July
Whiting Bay Golf Club Junior Open 
 Fun Day W/Bay Golf Club - 10.30am
Brodick Castle,  Brodick, 11am - 4pm
Lamlash Bowling Club,  Lamalsh, 2pm
Shiskine Tennis Club, 
 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 4pm
JogScotlandArran@gmail.com, 
 Whiting Bay, Venue varies, 5.30pm
K.A. Leisure,  Lamlash, 6pm - 10pm
Brodick Bowling Club,  Brodick, 7pm

Tuesday 27th July
Healthy Outdoor Team,  Brodick Castle, 10am – 1pm
Brodick Castle,  Brodick, 11am - 4pm
Rink Games (Social distancing observed), 
 Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Shiskine Tennis Club, 
 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Junior Hockey, P1 - S3 (age 5 to14 yrs), 
 Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 6pm – 7pm
K.A. Leisure,  Lamlash, 6pm - 10pm

Wednesday 28thJuly
Seashore Scramble, 
 Arran Ranger Service, booking essential, 2pm – 3.30pm
Arran Well-Being Cafe, 
 Shiskine Village Hall, Shiskine, 2pm- 4pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Walk & Weigh-in, 
 COAST, Lamlash, Walk, 4pm, Weigh-in, 4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers please check Facebook 
 @arranpacemakers, Venue varies, 5.30pm
K.A. Leisure,  Lamlash, 6pm - 10pm
Brodick Bowling Club,  Brodick, 7pm
Lamlash Bowling Club,  Lamlash, 7pm

Thursday 29th July
Spinning and Weaving demonstrations, 
 Arran Heritage Museum, 11am -3pm
Shiskine Tennis Club, 
 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Arran Skinnymalinks Weigh-in, 
 Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 6pm
K.A. Leisure,  Lamlash, 6pm - 10pm
Senior Hockey (12+),  Ormidale Astro Pitch, 7pm – 8.30pm

Friday 30th July
Shiskine Tennis Club, 
 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 4pm
K.A. Leisure,  Lamlash, 6pm - 10pm

Saturday 31st July
Brodick Castle,  Brodick, 11am – 4pm
RNLI Shop Open,  Lamlash, 2pm - 4pm
Rink Games,  Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Rink Games,  Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.co.uk

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

TOURS AND TASTINGS BY APPOINTMENT

PERSONAL NOTICES

Congratulations to 
Alexander Chingwalu 

who has been awarded a First Class Honours
degree in Actuarial Science from Heriot-Watt 
University. He was also awarded the Deputy 

Principal’s Award recognising academic excellence.

TALIA GRACE 
HENDRY

Congratulations to 
Gordon Hendry and 

Hollie Adamson on the 
birth of their daughter, 
Talia Grace on Sunday, 

18th July 2021 at 
Ayrshire Maternity Unit. 

Donald and Loretta, 
David and Clair are very 

proud grandparents.

TRADE CLASSIFIEDS
INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

SELF STORAGE

CONTAINER STORAGE NOW AVAILABLE

TOPSOIL

Quality Topsoil Available
Tel: (01770) 600 242

The Isle of Arran Brewery’s Blonde Premium Ale is the 
brewery’s f lagship ale, and is the island’s most awarded 
beer, from its first award in the year of the brewery’s 
founding, 2000, as Ayrshire & Galloway CAMRA’s Beer 
of the Festival to winning Gold in the World’s Best Pale 
Golden Ale category at the World Beer Awards in 2020.
You can find a full list of awards at www.arranbrewery.co.uk 
Blonde is a light, refreshing beer with a delicate, f loral hop 
aroma, with a well balanced finish and good character.
The beer is available at a few select pubs on draft and 
throughout the island in bottles, including at the brewery 
shop at Cladach, Brodick
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For Sale
3 Dogs and 1 Bitch Border 

Terrier Pups for Sale
All Kennel Club registered

Ready to go 19th July 2021

Contact Stevie 
on T: 01770 600637 
or M: 07979 416372

PRIVATE 
SALES
WANTED
VINYL RECORDS - Good 
and accurate prices paid for 
well looked a� er records
No classical or easy 
listening. All other 
genres considered. Also 
o� ering brokerage and 
free valuations. Contact 
Jamie on 07983624634 or 
01770600969

Warehouse Operator Vacancy
Location

Lochranza / Lagg Distillery

Salary
Dependent on experience

We are currently looking for someone to work within our warehouse team and 
has the following skills:

 • A good communicator 
 • Attention to detail
 • Basic numeracy and literacy skills
 • Computer literate
 • Physically able
 • Aware of the importance of health and safety 
• Flexibility to cope with change in a rapidly growing business 
• The ability to work alone and to work within a small team
• Problem solving skills 
• Full, clean driving licence
• All applicants must be eligible to work in the UK.
• Forklift truck & LGV Class 1 experience is desirable but not essential.

Please e-mail CV application to david.livingstone@arranwhisky.com
Closing date for applications is: Friday the 30th July

Looking for sta�  to cover 
5 days over 7, variable start 
and � nish times.
The job is for general cleaning duties at Brodick 
Ferry Terminal, this includes basic  cleaning like 
touch point cleaning and toilet cleaning.

The rate for weekdays is £9.50 p/h and £10 p/h for 
weekends.

Please contact  0800 634 9756 

A position has become 
available in our busy 

biscuit production 
department.

Monday to Friday.

For more information contact Matt on 
01770 302280 

or email:
info@wooleys.co.uk
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Lamlash Golf Club
�ursday July 15, Summer 
Cup: 1 Neil Young 64-5=59; 
2 Scott Campbell 77-16=61; 
3 Graeme Andrew 74-12=62. 
Best scratch Neil Young 64. 
Magic twos Jack McNally 
and Scott Macfarlane @16th, 
Dougie Macfarlane and 
Martin Wallbank @5th, 
Ian Bremner @13th, Stuart 
McLaren @17th and Neil 
Young @14th and 16th. Hole 5 
drawn, Martin Wallbank and 
Dougie Macfarlane win.

Sunday July 18, Hamilton 
Bowl (bogey): 1 Scott Campbell 
+5; 2 Hugh McLelland +3; 
3 Paul Cowan +2 BIH. Best 
scratch Paul Cowan -3 to 
bogey. 

Magic twos Paul Cowan @ 
16th.

Fixtures: Friday July 23, 
Frank Crum - two-ball four-
somes. Make up own groups.  
See starter for times. Sunday 
July 25, Scratch Cup, draw at 
noon. 

�ursday July 29, Summer 
Stableford. 

Make up own groups. See 
starter for times. Sunday 
August 1, Hamilton Bowl (bo-
gey) �nal round, noon draw. 

Friday August 6, Lamlash 
Open Practice Day and Dan 
Crawford  Salver ( Stableford). 
Saturday and Sunday, August 
7 and 8, Lamlash Open. Times 
still available.

Congratulations to Todd 
Jameson who beat Iain 

Arran Ladies Hockey Club had 
an unusual practice session 
last �ursday when the team 
celebrated the upcoming 
nuptials of one of its long-time 
members.

Jenny Stark is due to marry 
her partner Tim Crockett on 
�ursday July 29, a�er the 
wedding was postponed earlier 
due to the pandemic, and her 
team-mates were keen to cele-
brate the occasion with a small 
hen do in her honour.

Surprise
Hockey club members 

surprised Jenny at their usual 
training session on a �ursday 
when they donned pink tutus 
and, those who are of age, 
enjoyed a celebratory glass of 
champagne.

�e bride-to-be was dressed 
in a pink veil and was given a 
guard of honour using hockey 
sticks.

Before continuing with the 
training session, team mem-
bers, some of whom will be 
attending the wedding at the 
Waterside Hotel in Seamill, 

Hockey hen do for Jenny

Arran Ladies Hockey Club members celebrate the upcoming 
nuptials of team member Jenny Stark. 

ARRAN BANNER GOLF
Murchie in the �nal of the 
Club Championship. Ladies’  
section: Wednesday July 15, 
Stroke 4: 1 Susan Butchard 
75-13=62 BIH; 2 Alison Heron 
87-25=62. Scratch Susan 
Butchard, 75. 

Spaces still available for 
Island Mixed fours on Monday 
July 26. 

Contact the starter on 
telephone number 600196 for 
times.

Whiting Bay 
Golf Club
Wednesday July 14,   Summer 
Trophy, 29 played: 1 Sandy 
Pringle 15, 62 acb; 2 Fraser 
McKenzie 16, 62; 3 Nicol Auld 
3, 63; 4 Ronnie Mann 14, 64 
acb. 

Magic twos Graeme Crichton 
and Jamie Macpherson @4th, 
Fraser Mckenzie @11th, Gus 
MacLeod @12th and John 
Rankin @17th.

Sunday July 18, �e Raymond 
Curtis Salver. Once again, a 
�ne morning for golf and a 
good �eld of 38 participated 
in the latest charity support 
opens.

Scoring was good across 
the board with nett 61 being 
good enough only for fourth 
place, but the two Jamies, 
Macpherson and Stewart, each 
produced superb scores of 64 
gross and these on a day when 
any advantage in distance was 
more than tempered by hard,  
fast greens requiring great 

short game dexterity.
Superb golf from both, with 

Jamie Macpherson just edging 
�rst place on handicap and 
Jamie Stewart edging best 
gross score on the better back 
nine. 

Result: 1 Jamie Macpherson 
5, 64; 2 Cameron Hill 19, 60 
acb; 3 Jamie Stewart 4, 60 
and lowest gross; 4 Graeme 
Crichton 13, 61.

Fixtures: Saturday and 
Sunday July 24 and 25, �e 
WBGC and Hunter Furnishing 
Gents Open. Monday July 26, 
�e WBGC Junior Open, for 
boys and girls aged 17 and 
under. 

Various age group prizes, 
free burgers and juice. Starts at 
10.30am. Turn up and play.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday July 14, 18-hole 
medal: 1 M McDonald 73-
17=56; 2 R McLean 77-15=62; 3 
R Logan 70-7=63 and scratch.

Saturday July 18, 18-hole 
medal: 1 M McDonald 
75-16=59; 2 J McGovern 73-
13=60; 3 R Logan 69-7=62 and 
scratch.

Fixtures: Saturday July 24, 
18-hole medal: Wednesday 
July 28, 18-hole medal. 
Competitors arrange their 
own pairings and adhere to 
current Covid regulations.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday July 11, sweep, 28 
played: 1 David Hendry 75-
15=60; 2 Donald McKinnie 

76-14=62; 3 John Beattie 
85-22=63 acb. Scratch Ewan 
McKinnon 63.

Wednesday July 14, Summer 
Cup, 46 played: 1 Babbies 
MacNeil 74-16=58; 2 Russell 
Duncan 78-18=60; 3 Douglas 
Robertson 81-20=61 acb. 
Scratch Ewan McKinnon 68.

Sunday July 18, Navy Shield 
Stableford, 32 played: 1 Neil 
Duncan 23, 39pts acb; 2 Matt 
Dobson 5, 39pts; 3 Finlay 
Sillars 12, 38pts acb.

Fixture: Sunday July 25, Club 
Trophy.

Shiskine Golf Club
�ursday July 15, Ladies’ 
12-hole medal. Bronze: 1 and 
medal winner, Jerry Arthur 
62-23=39.

Sunday July 18, Gents 12-hole 
medal. First class: 1 J Brown 
47-5=42; 2 W Paton 49-5=44; 
3 J Salton 52-7=45. Second 
class: 1 and medal winner and 
scratch BIH, D Logan 47-8=39;  
2 A Bannatyne 55-15=40; 3 Q 
Oliver 59-16=43 BIH.

Machrie Bay 
Golf Club
Tuesday July 13, Peter Sutton. 
1 Brian Sherwood 64; 2 Phil 
Betley 65 BIH; 3 John Milesi 
65. Magic two Brian Sherwood.

Fixtures: Tuesday July 27, 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary, tee 
o� 12.30pm. 

Anyone playing in the 
evening please contact Brian 
by Monday.

wished Jenny and Tim a life-
time’s worth of happiness.

DEATH
THOMPSON - Keith. Passed 
away 17th July 2021. Much 
loved husband of Susie, loving 
father and grandfather. Family 
�owers only. Donations please 
to �e Hospital Supporters’ 
League, c/o Jim Arnold, Secre-
tary, Isle of Arran, KA27 8FF.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
MACKENZIE - Mary. 
Elizabeth and William wish to 
thank family and friends for 
all the letters, cards and phone 
calls expressing sympathy 
following the passing of their 
much loved sister Mary. Your 
kindness has been a great 
comfort at this di�cult time.

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 

together
�ere is a booking system at 

Brodick & Shiskine churches as 
the numbers are still limited. 

Liz Lawrie 302782 & 
John Kerr 860 498

�ere will be a streamed service 
fortnightly, this can be found 
on the three Church websites.

Sunday 25th July 2021
Lochranza & Pirnmill 

Churches-
Service at Lochranza Church 
10:15am Morning worship.
Shiskine Church 12noon. 

Morning worship.
Brodick Church 10.30am 

Morning worship.
Corrie Church at 12noon. 

Morning worship.
�e Food Bank continues from 

Brodick Church

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 25th July
Worship will be conducted at 

10.30am
As our capacity is greatly 

reduced due to the two metre 
social distancing, we have a 

booking system.
You are asked, please, to phone 
Mrs Janet Redfearn on 700244 
by the Friday lunchtime if you 

wish to attend Sunday worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Scotttish Charity SC015072
Sunday 25th July

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash Church 11.30am

Due to our reduced capacity, 
if you wish to attend Sunday 
Worship in Lamlash, please 

phone Margaret McArthur at 
600363 by midday on Friday.

All welcome
We will be observing all 

socially distancing procedures

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 25th July

8th Sunday a�er Trinity
Holy Communion at 11 am.

Richard Trewby
ALL WELCOME

Co�ee a�er service
We follow strict SEC guidelines

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister - Rev. Vince Jennings

Tel: 01770 600222
www.arranbaptistchurch.org.uk

From Sunday 1st August our 
services will be held in the 
Ormidale Sports Pavilion,

Brodick at 11 am.
All welcome but current Covid 

restrictions are in place so 
numbers are limited.

Please phone by Friday to check 
availability and to reserve a 

place. Sermons will be on our 
webpage following the Sunday.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Attendance at Saturday Vigil 
Mass and Sunday Morning Mass
is by booking only and subject 
to social distancing, wearing 

of face coverings and NHS Test 
and Protect requirements.
*IF YOU DO NOT HAVE 
A REGULAR BOOKING 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT 
SPACES MAY ONLY BE 
AVAILABLE FOR THE 

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS*
Please email peterdwilko@

gmail.com or telephone 600595 
to check availability and 

con�rm your place
BLESS O LORD THIS ISLE OF 

ARRAN
ST ROCH PATRON OF THE 

SICK PRAY FOR US
OUR LADY OF THE ISLES 

PRAY FOR US
ST COLUMBA PRAY FOR US
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Arran AFC are in the 
semi-� nals of the Ayrshire 
Sunday Amateur Football 
Association’s Summer 
Challenge Tournament 
thanks to a goal spree by 
centre-forward Archie 
McNicol.

Archie scored four goals in 
the Arran’s side match against 
Craigie United, which took 
place in Kilmarnock, with 
Donald Park adding another 

to the tally. � e home side 
scored three in reply.

Arran AFC, having now 
won both games in Group D, 
will play in the tournament’s 
semi-� nals on Sunday July 25.

� e match was sponsored 
by Bobby Sloss Plumbing and 
the goal-scoring sponsors 
were the Douglas Hotel and 
Machale Engineering.

Archie McNicol was 
nominated as the man of the 
match for his goal-scoring 
performance. 

� e team wishes Craigie 
United all the best for the rest 
of the season.

Clockwise from left: Archie 
McNicol powers towards 
the goals as a Craigie United 
player tries to prevent him 
from scoring; Archie outwits 
the Craigie United keeper 
to secure another goal for 
Arran AFC; and Donald Park 
celebrates his goal against. 

Craigie United   3
Isle of Arran AFC 5

Summer Challenge 

� e annual Lamlash Splash 
has been cancelled again this 
year because of public health 
concerns.

� e 1.3-mile swim from 
Holy Isle to Lamlash 
usually attracts a capacity 
40 open-sea swimmers and 
requires a large number of 
volunteers who help with 
safety measures in the water 
and on land.

� e announcement will be 
equally sad news for the huge 
crowds that usually gather for 
the event, held in September, 
particularly as it was also 
cancelled last year.

A� er careful consultation 
with swimmers, volunteers 
and all those involved, the 
Splash committee decided 
there was too much uncer-
tainty over running the event. 

Organiser Ann Hart 
said: ‘A� er much thought 
and discussion, the Splash 
committee has taken the 
di�  cult, but necessary, 
decision to cancel the 
Lamlash Splash 2021.
‘We feel that at present, with 

all the uncertainty regarding 
Covid restrictions and 
localised outbreaks, the event 
would not feel the same.

‘In addition, given that all 
those assisting with the event 
prior to and on the day do 
so voluntarily, it would be 
foolhardy to subject them to 
unnecessary risk of exposure 
and stress.
‘We realise many potential 

entrants will be disappointed 
but we are hopeful the 
situation will have improved 
enough globally and locally 

to allow us to hold the Splash 
again in 2022. We look 
forward to hopefully seeing 
you then.’

� e Splash can be a gruel-
ling challenge with swells, 
tides, jelly� sh and high 
winds all contributing to the 
di�  culties encountered by 
swimmers. But it remains an 
extremely popular event on 
Arran. � is year would have 

been the 19th Splash – with 
swimmers training through-
out the year to compete in 
the event.

 

Still no Splash for Lamlash

Four-goal 
Archie helps 
brush aside 
Craigie United

1

Be a part of this year’s 
SCOTTISH FIELD WHISKY AWARDS

29 October 2021   •   6pm arrival - 11pm close  •  Dress code: Smart casual
to purchase tickets visit:

beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-fi eld-whisky-awards-21st-anniversary
*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.


