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Serving the west since 1861

Tarbert man 
leads seafood 
protest in 
London 

Customers using an Oban con-
venience store to top-up their 
electricity say they have been 
refused service because they 
are ‘not from Dunollie’.

People have complained to 
� e Oban Times about expe-
riences at Dunollie Stores in 
Corran Brae.

However, shop owner 
Richard MacDougall insists 
the issue is a result of a massive 
surge in customers using the 
shop’s PayPoint service to 
top-up.

He said the facility resulted 
in charges to the business 
every time it is used so he had 
tried to restrict use.

Customer Wilma McIntosh, 
60, tried to get a £50 top-up 
at the independently-owned 
Premier outlet which is two 
minutes from her home on 
nearby Lismore Crescent.

Mrs McIntosh said a sta�  
member told her she could 
not because ‘she was not from 
Dunollie’.

Oban Times reader 
Dawn McBay had 
‘trolley’ good fun as 
she whizzed around 
Tesco Oban with 
£200 to spend after 
winning our trolley 
dash competition in 
association with the 
Lochside Street store. 

During Monday’s 
spree, Dawn kindly 
ensured the commu-
nity bene� ted too, by 
picking out items for 
Hope Kitchen and a 
40-pouch jumbo pack 
of cat food for local 
charity Small Paws.

Delighted Dawn said 
it was ‘excellent’ and 
made really easy by the 
Tesco management, 
saying it was a ‘lovely’ 
amount to win.

‘When he said that I 
can’t use it, I laughed 
and thought ‘you can’t 
say that to people!’’

Oban Times reader’s trolley good fun at Tesco

Mrs McIntosh, who has lived 
there 12 years, said when she 
raised it with the shop owner, 
she was told that he did not 
make money from those who 
only topped up electricity.

Mrs McIntosh, who is high 
risk and shielding, said she was 
forced to go into town the next 
day to top-up and said she was 
now ‘barred’ from Dunollie 
Stores.

Mrs McIntosh said: ‘When 
he said that I can’t use it, I 
laughed and thought ‘you can’t 
say that to people!’. � e worst 
thing about it is I needed the 
electricity and you can only get 
it in a few places.’

Grand-daughter Sophie 
Green, 20, of Dunbeg, said it 
was ‘ridiculous’ and that the 

Four people have been � ned 
after breaking Covid rules at a 
house party in Oban.

A Police Scotland 
spokesperson said: ‘We were 
called to a property on Miller 
Road, Oban, around 10.25pm 
on Wednesday January 14 
following reports of people 
breaching coronavirus 
regulations. O�  cers issued 
four people with � nes.’

On August 28 the police 
were given the power to 
break up house parties 
contravening social gathering 
rules.

All care homes across Argyll 
and Bute have now been 
visited by vaccination teams.

Care home residents and 
sta�  were among priority 
groups in the NHS Highland 
area, along with health and 
social care sta�  working 
directly with Covid or 
suspected Covid patients. 

Vaccinations of 80-year-olds 
and over have now started 
in some areas – but there are 
still more to be added. 

Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership says 
GPs will be in touch with 
people when it is their turn.

For the full story, visit www.
obantimes.co.uk

Covid � nes after 
Oban house party

All Argyll care 
homes vaccinated

Continued on page two.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Shopkeeper defends 
‘non local’ decision 

OPEN FOR A list of local 
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A proposed community har-
bour authority area has been 
announced a� er input from a 
public consultation.

Oban Community Harbour 
Development Association 
(OCHDA) says with the 
consultation’s results in, it has 
now moved to the stage where 
the seaward limits of the new 
harbour boundary have been 
decided, ready to be put before 
Scottish ministers.

� e consultation in 
November and December, 
which focused mainly on 
the two entrances to Kerrera 
Sound, got 51 responses from 
the commercial � shing com-
munity, ferry operators, the 
Northern Lighthouse Board, 
divers and the leisure sector. 

� e proposed area will 
now be incorporated into a 

Proposed community harbour 
authority area announced

With the initial consultation 
complete OCHDA is contin-
uing with work to create the 
new harbour authority.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

‘No decision’ 
on which EMW 
stores saved
A total of 246 Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill stores and 1,453 
jobs have been saved, writes 
Ellis Butcher.

But despite some reports 
strongly suggesting Chalmers 
and McCaig’s Warehouse 
are among those to be saved, 
a spokesman said the new 
owners are continuing to 
‘talk to landlords’ and that 
decisions on individual stores 
‘have not yet been made’.

� ere has been no o�  cial 
con� rmation provided to � e 
Oban Times of whether the 
remaining two outlets in town 
are among those rescued.

Purepay Retail Limited 
bought the businesses from 
specialist business advisory 
� rm FRP.

Tony Wright, joint 
administrator and partner at 
FRP, said: ‘� is transaction 
provides the best chance to 
save stores and jobs, however, 
with such little visibility on 
future trading conditions in 
UK retail, we regret that not 
all of Edinburgh Woollen Mill 
could be rescued.’

Shopkeeper defends move 
in Dunollie ‘non local’ row
Continued from page one.
encounter had le�  her grand-
mother speechless.

When Sophie alerted people 
on Facebook, she said around 
half a dozen people messaged 
her with similar experienc-
es - including reports of an 
85-year-old woman also being 
refused.

Answering the critics, Mr 
MacDougall said he inherited 
the PayPoint service six years 
ago when he took over the 
shop. It had worked well 
up until last summer when 
other town retailers withdrew 
PayPoint from their shops 
which led to demand at his 
shop rising ‘tenfold’ from 
people across Oban.

Mr MacDougall explained: 
‘� ere were four or � ve stores 
in the town that had it and 
then all of a sudden there’s just 
myself and McColls.

‘It’s the volume of people 
using it that’s the problem. 
Any small business is going to 
struggle with [the costs] of that 
amount of people using it.’

He said the service made 
‘no money’ yet demand was 
now ‘unsustainable’ for the 
business due to the extra costs 
it generated from banking 

charges. Mr MacDougall said 
rather than have the facility 
taken out - which would 
punish his local customers in 
Dunollie that relied on it - he 
had to restrict use to those who 
support the shop.

He said: ‘Customers are not 
taking it out on me but they 
are taking it out on the sta�  
and they don’t understand the 
problem. � ey don’t under-
stand why I just want to keep 
the service for Dunollie.’

Mr MacDougall said the 
shortage of places in Oban 
to top-up electricity could 
be solved if larger retailers 
introduced PayPoint, as they 
would be better able to absorb 
the costs.

‘But they can’t � nd anyone 
else who will take it on - be-
cause of the terms,’ said Mr 
MacDougall.

Another family from Oban, 
who have a daughter who lives 
in Dunollie, told � e Oban 
Times they were passing and 
popped in to buy £10 of elec-
tricity and a lottery ticket.

� ey were turned down and 
said it amounted to a form 
of discrimination and tanta-
mount to choosing ‘who can or 
cannot have heating’.

� e family, who asked not 
to be named, con� rmed there 
were only a small number of 
outlets to buy top-up electric-
ity in Oban. � ey said some 
closed earlier than others leav-
ing people with little choice in 
where they could top-up.

� e ‘Premier’ brand of stores 
is owned by Booker Ltd, but 
all shops are ‘independently 
owned and operated’.  Booker 
has ‘no managerial oversight 
or control of their activities’.

PayPoint says its service, 
which is live in more than 
16,500 shops, provides instant 
top-ups for electricity cards 
and keys and SIM cards.

A PayPoint spokesperson 
said: ‘PayPoint has been 
directly in touch with the 
retailer and we’ve reached a 
conclusion that both parties 
are happy with. PayPoint does 
not charge a fee for retailers 
o� ering an electricity top-up 
service. Retailers only have 
to bank the exact amount for 
the transactions processed. 
For example, if a customer 
requests £10 electricity top up, 
the retailer is debited £10 three 
days later by PayPoint to allow 
the retailer to bank the funds 
received.’

Harbour Order being prepared 
for submission to Scottish 
Ministers. OCHDA  this week 
made it clear the new harbour 
authority will take responsibil-
ity for managing vessel move-
ments and other safety issues 
in the whole of Kerrera Sound, 
between the south entrance 
and just outside the north 

entrance. � e only exceptions 
will be the areas already con-
trolled by Caledonian Marine 
Assets Limited (CMAL), the 
Northern Lighthouse Board 
(NLB) and Oban Marina.

OCHDA’s chairman John 
MacAlister said the organ-
isation was ‘grateful for the 
interest shown’, with a good 

response from the consulta-
tion and said ‘it represents a 
signi� cant step in the right 
direction’.

He added: ‘With the increase 
in vessel movements we have 
been seeing in recent years, it is 
more important than ever  the 
new authority is established 
as soon as possible. A Trust 
Port will bring e� ective, safe 
management of the waters of 
the harbour and will allow the 
harbour to grow whilst con-
tinuing to serve as a transport 
hub. � is will, in turn, lead to 
wider bene� ts through re-in-
vesting any operating surplus 
in the harbour and wider 
community developments.’ A 
formal expression of interest 
in seeking a transfer of some 

council assets in the harbour 
was submitted in December, 
and OCHDA is working with 
council o�  cers to progress it. 
Once in place, the new author-
ity will have responsibility for 
oversight of vessel movements 
and manage incidents such as 
spillages as well as having the 
power to enforce speed limits 
which are currently voluntary.

Mr MacAlister said the har-
bour authority is not being es-
tablished to restrict traditional 
water-based activities, leisure 
or commercial, but to ensure 
all water users can enjoy the 
waters of Oban Harbour safely 
and to promote it  as a welcom-
ing safe place.

OCHDA is free to join and 
welcomes new members  inter-
ested in the harbour area.

To � nd out more and to read 
the full report on the public 
consultation, go to www.
ochda.scot

Kilmelford is a desireable and quiet location that is just south of Oban
on the A816. Opportunities for 3 & 4 bedroom family homes.

Glassary wood is an eco-hamlet that stands in an attractive woodland
area of Mid Argyll. Opportunities for 4 bedroom eco-friendly family
homes.

KILMELFORD | GLASSARY WOOD

Sales@mkmacleod.co.uk
01546 602989
macleodconstruction.co.uk
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Award-winning Scottish 
smoked salmon business 
Inverawe Smokehouses has 
pledged to ‘come back strong-
er’ a� er a devastating � re.

Lucy Burke, general manager 
of the family-owned business,  
spoke of their relief that no-
one was injured in a blaze 
which broke out at its Taynuilt 
premises shortly before 4pm 
last Friday, January 15.

� e � re was con� ned to the 
smokery building where � sh 
are smoked 24/7. Friday is not 
a working day for factory sta�  
so no-one was in any danger, 
she explained.

Ms Burke told � e Oban 
Times on Saturday: ‘Nobody 
got hurt and for us that’s 
absolutely the main thing. 
Buildings are buildings and 
people are people.

‘We are not 100 per cent sure 
what happened and the � re 
service will do an investigation 
and hopefully be able to tell us.

‘� e facts are that a � re was 
seen in the building and the 
� re service was called and it 
took hold quickly.’

Fire� ghters got there as fast 
as they could and remained 
onsite until late to ensure the 
scene was safe, she said.

Ms Burke expressed her 
grateful thanks for the ‘skill 
and support’ of the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service with 
� ve appliances in attendance 
at the height of the � re.

For the time being, produc-
tion – such as smoking and 
slicing – is out of action at the 
business which employs 30 
sta� .

However, its storage, pack-
aging and dispatching area is 
in a separate building and was 
una� ected.

Ms Burke said: ‘We can 
continue in the short term as 
we obviously have stock and 
we can ful� ll orders and we 
will be ful� lling orders in the 
short term.

‘On the dispatching side 
– getting parcels out of the 
door – it’s business as usual 
on Monday. We have some 
contingencies and obviously 
it’s early days and we still need 
to work things through, but we 
feel con� dent we can carry on.’

She described the � rm as a 

‘resilient family business’ with 
‘amazing sta� ’, adding: ‘We 
have to see it as an opportunity 
to drive the business forward. 
It’s an ill wind, as they say, but 
we are de� nitely going to come 
back stronger. 

‘It’s onwards and upwards 
and things can get better from 
here.’

She added:  ‘You just get the 
feeling from everybody here 
that it’s a case of ‘okay, this has 
happened, it’s devastating but 
we are going to come back.

‘We have very loyal custom-
ers and we are sure they will 
help us through and there has 
been a real outpouring from 
the community wishing us all 
the best.

‘We thank the community 
for their support – it really 
means a lot.’

� e multi-award winning 
business, started by the par-
ents of current owner Patrick 
Campbell-Preston, began as a 
� sh farm in 1974.

It added a smokery in the 
early-1980s and specialises 
in Scottish smoked salmon 
and traditional foods with 
a global customer base and 
a Royal Warrant, a mark of 
recognition of those who have 
supplied goods to � e Queen, 
the Duke of Edinburgh and 
the Prince of Wales.

Taynuilt smokery 
pledges quick 
return after � re

Appliances from Oban, Bridge of Orchy and Inveraray were required after the � re broke out 
at Inverawe Smokehouses at 3.47pm on Friday January 15. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

‘It’s an ill wind, as 
they say, but we are 
de� nitely going to 
come back stronger. ’

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Relief as Ganavan toilets to reopen
Ganavan toilets are expected 
to open by this weekend much 
to campaigners’ relief, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

An agreement to open the 
conveniences despite it still 
being out-of-season has been 
agreed by Argyll and Bute 
Council, BID4Oban and a 
willing operator.

Oban councillor Elaine 
Robertson said she was ‘abso-
lutely delighted’.

� e agreement includes the 
toilets opening weekdays too, 
depending on the weather.

� e hope is the new open-
ing-arrangement will start as 
soon as this weekend when all 
the legal paperwork has been 
drawn up.

To help towards the cost of 
the o� -peak opening, users 
will be asked to contribute by 

dropping coins into an honesty 
box at Dougie Dan’s snack van.

� e Ganavan toilets are 
deemed by the council as sea-
sonal toilets and as such closed 
from October. In April, the 
council will resume responsi-
bility again.

BID4Oban has funded the 
reopening but hopes public 
donations will help it recoup 
the cost.

BIDS chief executive Andrew 
Spence said: ‘It’s a common 
sense approach to get the toi-
lets open again with so many 
people out and about at the 
moment given lockdown.’

Councillor Robertson added: 
‘� e increased footfall over the 
past year has highlighted how 
very important Ganavan is 
for the wellbeing of the com-
munity and access to toilets 

is essential. � rough a part-
nership agreement between 
BID4OBAN, the council and a 
willing operator, I am delight-
ed to report the toilets will be 
open at weekends by the end of 
January.

‘I would like to take this 
opportunity, on behalf of the 
Area Committee, to thank 
everyone involved in this 
agreement for their help and 
support in achieving this 
outcome.’

Dougie Graham, who runs 
the snack van in big Ganavan’s 
car park, said: ‘I’ve always 
maintained the Ganavan 
toilets should be open all year 
round for the people of this 
town. I’m happy the council 
has got onboard recognising 
it’s more of a necessity than a 
need. � is is great news.’

Dougie Graham 
who runs the 
snack van at 
big Ganavan 
car park is 
happy for 
townspeople 
that the toilets 
are reopening 
soon.
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A skipper and a property 
agent, who responded to 
Oban lifeboat’s call for volun-
teer recruits just before Covid 
struck, have already taken 
part in more than 50 rescues 
between them.

Despite the virus and 
restrictions, Andy Lockwood 
and Gillies Pagan have almost 
� nished their initial train-
ing. Being on board one of 
Scotland’s busiest lifeboats is 
no small commitment but in 
the midst of a global pandem-
ic, the new recruits have faced 
extraordinary challenges.

Oban lifeboat is o� en in 
high demand – 2019 saw the 
volunteer crew launch 83 
times, an average of seven 

call-outs a month. Each time 
a crew of six, including a duty 
coxswain and mechanic, is 
needed. During that year the 
lifeboat spent 164 hours at sea 
during call-outs. � at equates 
to nearly 1,000 hours or 41 
days of voluntary time.

At the end of 2019, the 
lifeboat had a team of 22 
sea-going volunteers along 
with a full-time coxswain 
and mechanic, but still had 
a couple of spaces to � ll. 
A� er an open night, Andy 
and Gillies were selected and 
had signed up by January, 
committing themselves to 
dropping everything at any 
time to rescue others.

Andy, whose day job sees 
him skippering boats and of-
fering powerboat instruction, 
said having always known the 

Two new recruits get on 
board with Oban lifeboat

Oban lifeboat new recruits 
Gillies Pagan and Andy 
Lockwood have almost 
� nished their initial 
training despite facing 
the challenge of Covid 
restrictions.

RNLI was there if he needed 
them, it felt right to o� er 
something in return.

And Gillies, who owns 
Fiuran Property with his wife 
Laura, also felt it was a good 
way to give something back to 
the community.

‘I didn’t have a huge amount 
of maritime experience but I 
love the water and I’m pretty 
active, so I thought maybe I 
could be of use,’ he said. ‘At 
the recruitment evening, I 
met some of the team and had 
a look around the lifeboat. 
It was then I decided it was 
something I really wanted to 
be a part of and luckily I got 
invited back for an interview.’

No experience is necessary to 
volunteer for the RNLI – only 
one in 10 crew members join 
with a maritime background. 
� e training the RNLI pro-
vides is world-class, making 
sure volunteers have all the 
lifesaving skills they need, 
including weekly exercises at 
the station year round where 
learning never stops.

Training starts with getting 
to know the lifeboat and 
the equipment she carries, 
to learning rope work and 
man-overboard skills. It is 
only when the entire plan has 
been successfully assessed that 
they become a fully-� edged 
lifeboat crew member.

� roughout Covid, lifeboats 
have stayed in service. Extra 
PPE and additional safety 
measures had to be intro-
duced to keep crews safe and 
social contact was restricted. 

Stations were closed except for 
essential reasons, training was 
put on hold and fundraising 
and social events cancelled.

Andy   said: ‘We were both 
signed up by January 2020, but 
no sooner had our paperwork 
come back from the RNLI’s 
HQ, allowing us to train, 
everything started to grind to 
a halt.’

Gillies remembered feeling 
relieved to get his pager and 
said: ‘Ally and Tom (full-time 
mechanic) worked hard to or-

ganise training on the lifeboat 
when it was permitted. So 
we did have some time a� oat 
before the pandemic took hold 
and we completed a large por-
tion of our training in a short 
space of time. � e RNLI also 
has a good online learning re-
source and lockdown has been 
a good opportunity to learn 
the theory side of things.’

Andy had only had his 
pager for a few days when he 
received his � rst shout.

He said: ‘I remember for a 
brief moment thinking where 
is that racket coming from 
before I realised and headed 
to the station. It was a boat 
taking on water, so there was 
some trepidation as well as 
excitement for me.’

Gillies’ � rst shout was to 
help an injured walker. Covid 

‘The support from 
the crew has been 
second to none...’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

restrictions meant RNLI vol-
unteers were among millions 
forced to adapt in ways they 
could never have imagined. 
Lifeboat stations traditionally 
o� er a home-away-from-home 
for their volunteers; a place to 
debrief and re� ect a� er a shout 
and somewhere for the wider 
station family to gather. � is 
was di�  cult for everyone, but 
for trainees it posed additional 
challenges.

Gillies, who grew up in 
Oban, said he was fortunate to 
already know a few of the crew 
when he joined, but he has not 
been able to get to know every-
one, which makes it ‘especially 
strange’ knowing he could 
be on a serious lifesaving 
mission with any of them at a 
moment’s notice.

‘I can’t compare my expe-
rience to anything, but I’m 
de� nitely looking forward to 
a time when restrictions ease 
and I can go for a beer with the 
crew,’ he said.

Oban Lifeboat’s operations 
manager Billy Forteith said: 
‘� e commitment shown 
by all our volunteers both 
ashore and a� oat throughout 
this pandemic has been out-
standing. � e restrictions are 
hard on everyone but they are 
necessary to keep everyone 
safe. Andy and Gillies have 
shown dedication despite 
challenges they’ve faced and 
it clearly illustrates the level of 
commitment required to be a 
lifeboat crew member.’

Andy said: ‘It’s been amazing 
working with a close-knit 
team in o� en challenging sit-
uations. � e support from the 
crew has been second to none 
and I’m looking forward to 
completing my initial training 
and moving on to expand my 
roles and knowledge.’

Gillies added: ‘� ere are 
many highly experienced 
volunteers on the crew so 
it’s great to be learning from 
them.’

To � nd out more about vol-
unteering for the RNLI or for 
more information on how to 
support the lifesaving charity 
visit RNLI.org

Your home is your castle,
protecti ng you and

protecti ng them

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Show your shelter some love with 
Cairngorm Home Improvements 
and pay no more unti l 2022.

Visit our website for more informati on

Credit is subject to applicati on and status.  Terms and conditi ons apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] is a trading style of Inverness Glass 
Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a credit broker off ering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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Another primary school in 
Oban has reported a vast in-
crease in the number of pupils 
needing places in class as a 
result of their parents being 
key workers.

It comes a� er the Scottish 
Government expanded the 
de� nition of key workers dur-
ing the winter lockdown.

Rock� eld Primary School 
reported a surge in demand 
from 20 in last year’s lockdown 
to 80 this time.

And now the 136-pupil St 
Columba’s RC Primary School 
has con� rmed it too has seen 
increased demand with in-
quiries for places up from just 
three last year to nearly 30.

Shona Fox, chairperson of 
its parent council, told � e 
Oban Times: ‘We would just 
like to reiterate what Rock� eld 

St Columba’s also sees rise in key 
workers needing child places

John Swinney said he was 
‘mindful that working 
parents of very young 
children are � nding it 
particularly di�  cult’.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

First lifeboat 
call-out of 2021 
a false alarm
A faulty distress message was 
Oban lifeboat’s � rst call-out 
of the year, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

The lifeboat crew got a 
shout for help just after 
12.30pm on Sunday January 
17 after reports of a Digital 
Selective Calling (DSC) alert 
on board a vessel north of 
the Corran Narrows in Loch 
Linnhe.

DSC is one way boats and 
ships can call for help at sea. 

When activated, the 
system transmits a distress 
message using the VHF radio 
carried on board, sending 
out information including the 
vessel’s position.

In this instance, the 
volunteer crew assembled 
and the lifeboat departed 
soon after but as they made 
their way out of Oban Bay it 
was established all was well 
on board the vessel and the 
alert was a false alarm with 
good intent.

Oban lifeboat stood down, 
returning to her berth shortly 
after.

Return to online studies 
marred by techno glitch
IT issues led to a blip in the 
restart of ‘remote learning’ 
for a small number of Oban 
pupils and tutors this week, 
writes Ellis Butcher.

With the doors of Scotland’s 
education system remaining 
shut to the vast majority, 
Argyll College – which runs 
some courses for students 
based at Oban High School 
– saw a hiccup on Monday 
January 11, when remote 
classes were due to get un-
der way a� er the extended 
Christmas holidays.

Some tutors were apparently 
unable to log in to provide 
work for their classes in 
subjects including beauty and 
hairdressing, along with legal 
studies and maritime skills.

Oban High School shared 
news of the delay while Argyll 
College apologised for any 
inconvenience.

A college spokesperson 
told � e Oban Times: ‘Two 
lecturers and a small number 
of school pupils did have 
di�  culty accessing the online 
learning platform used by 
Argyll and Bute education 
department.

‘We have worked swi� ly 

YOURSTORY
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has said and ensure people 
understand that the virus is 
more transmissible this time 
so people are more likely to 
catch it. � erefore, it is crucial 
that only people who have 
absolutely no other alternative 
childcare should send their 
children to the hub.’

She added: ‘We would ask 
employers to be as � exible 
as they possibly can be with 

regards to working patterns 
and enabling people to work 
from home to keep the number 
of people coming into contact 
with each other to an absolute 
minimum. � is, in turn, will 
reduce the period of time we 
need to be in lockdown and en-
able us to get our children back 
to school  safely and as quickly 
as possible, which is what we 
all want.’ She thanked teachers 

and sta�  of St Columba’s 
Primary School for continuing 
to go ‘above and beyond’ for 
pupils and said it was greatly 
appreciated. ‘We would also 
like to extend our thanks to 
all the kitchen sta� , janitors 
and cleaners at Oban Primary 
Campus, who also contribute 
to our pupils wellbeing,’ she 
said. � e issue has been raised 
with ministers with some 
MSPs saying it had caused   
‘confusion’ over key workers 
and that greater clarity was 
needed. Addressing the issue, 
John Swinney MSP, cabinet 
secretary for education and 
deputy First Minister at the 
Scottish Government, said the 
category had been expanded 

to include those ‘upon which 
the functioning of the Scottish 
economy is critical’.

He said � exibility had been 
le�  with local authorities to 
apply the guidance more spe-
ci� cally to their area because 
di� erent parts of Scotland were 
more dependent on certain 
sectors. But he stressed: ‘We 
must keep to a minimum the 
number of key worker children 
that present at school because 
only by that mechanism can 
we contribute to the national 
e� ort to reduce human inter-
action and therefore stop the 
circulation of the virus.

‘I’m mindful working par-
ents of very young children are 
� nding it particularly di�  cult 
to balance childcare and work 
at the present moment.’
 Are you a local key worker 

and can’t get a place for your 
child? Let us know at ebutch-
er@obantimes.co.uk 

with colleagues in Oban High 
School to resolve this. We are 
aware of similar problems 
throughout the sector but we 
do understand the frustration 
caused by such IT issues.’

John Swinney MSP, cabinet 
secretary for education, 
con� rmed that schools across 
Scotland experienced prob-
lems using Microso�  O�  ce 
365 and Google Classroom on 
the opening day of the return 
to remote learning.

‘� ese (problems) were ex-
perienced by Microso�  users 
across the United Kingdom 
and parts of Europe,’ he said.

Glow Connect, Scotland’s 
digital learning platform, has 
seen a recent surge in demand.

Latest statistics up to 
November 2020 show that 
420,000 users logged in more 
than 7.6 million times, said 
Mr Swinney.

� at compared to November 
2019 when just 260,000 users 
logged in 3.7 million times, he 
said.

Ministers were told that 
the Scottish Government 
had ‘signi� cantly enhanced’ 
national e-learning and had 
also grown provision for 

live remote learning. But he 
conceded that it could not 
replicate ‘in-school teaching’ 
in style, approach or hours of 
delivery.

‘� e best place for young 
people to learn is in school. 
We are doing everything we 
can to allow them to return 
safely as soon as possible,’ said 
Mr Swinney.

In a review of lockdown 
restrictions on Tuesday, 
Scotland’s First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon announced 
schools and nurseries would 
remain closed to most 
children until at least mid 
February. 

She said this would be 
reviewed on February 2 when 
she hopes to provide a � rmer 
timetable for a return.

� e review will take into 
account the latest evidence 
about the coronavirus variant 
in Scotland and any progress 
made in reducing transmis-
sion levels in communities.
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Green boost for distilleries
Islay’s Bruichladdich Distillery 
is just one of 11 in Scotland, 
including on South Uist, re-
ceiving funding.

� e news has been welcomed 
by Islay resident and Argyll 
and Bute Council’s policy lead 
for business, regeneration 
and commercial development 
Alastair Redman, who says the 
government’s support is ‘a real 
con� dence booster’.

� anks to the funding, whis-
ky and spirit lovers will be able 
to enjoy their favourite tipple 
without it costing the earth.

In all, 17 distilleries across 
Scotland and England will 
be able to kickstart green 
innovations thanks to the gov-
ernment backing, helping them 
harness energy sources such as 
low-carbon hydrogen, biomass 
and repurposed waste to power 
their operations.

� e successful distilleries 
will receive between £44,000 
and £75,000 in the � rst phase 
of funding, helping prevent 
pollution equivalent to taking 
200,000 cars o�  the road.

Councillor Redman said: ‘We 
are all very pleased to learn of 
this exciting new project at 
Bruichladdich on Islay. Our 

Pets at Home manager Hazel Kelso with store 
colleague Wednesday Cumming; and right, 
Smiler, who is waiting to be rehomed.

ANDREW SPENCE
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Residents at Small Paws 
Rescue are literally the cats 
that got the cream a� er their 
caretaker received a £4,500 
windfall from a local retailer, 
writes Fiona Scott.

Pets at Home Oban sta�  
worked their socks o�  in the 
lead up to Christmas, remind-
ing their customers to swipe 
their loyalty cards and add an 
extra donation to help the Seil-
based charity which takes in 
cats, kittens and the occasional 
hedgehog.

Small Paws’ furry clientele 
have also enjoyed food, treats 
and toys collected in-store.

Pat Blunsden, who runs the 
centre just outside Balvicar, 
told � e Oban Times: ‘We have 
32 cats at the moment. Some of 
these are timid, some are wait-
ing to be spayed/neutered and 
they all need feeding, litter, 

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Seil rescue centre 
clients ‘feline’ fi ne 

and vet care when required. 
Homing is almost impossible 
during this pandemic due to 
being unable to home check or 
have visitors in the cattery.

‘I can never thank the sta�  
at Pets at Home Oban enough 
for   their hard work, help and 
patience. � anks also to the 
folks in Oban and beyond for 
their support. Without each 
and every one of them Small 

We are now into the fourth 
week of this lockdown with 
restrictions extended to 
various businesses across 
Oban namely our takeaways 
and those restaurants 
providing food.

� ere are also new rules 
for supermarkets and I 
would urge people to be 
patient with the sta�  in these 
premises and treat them with 
the respect they deserve.

� ese restrictions bring 
lots of logistical problems to 
these premises and sta�  have 
risen to the challenges.

It has been good to see 
customers complying 
with the new collection 
arrangements. It has strange 
to see how quiet the town 
has been during this time 
but good to see lots of people 
out walking in all weathers. 
I don’t think I have seen the 
road to Ganavan so busy 
with walkers at this time of 
year. It must be the lure of 
Dougie Dans Van at the end 
of the walk with great teas, 
co� ees and food to go!

Peter Darling has been 
posting some great pictures 

at various times of the day 
on Facebook. � ese pictures 
bring out the best of our 
town in all its glory and 
must be a comfort to those 
self-isolating.

With no immediate end 
in sight to the current 
lockdown, it is clear we are 
in this for the long haul.

We are hearing of lots 
of people getting their 
vaccination letters and plans 
starting to be put in place for 
full scale rollout. � e sooner 
the better.

As in previous weeks, 
please stay safe, phone a 
friend, check on a neighbour 
and get out for a walk and 
support our local business 
community.

Last week’s photograph 
was the wonderful � ower 
troughs outside the Etive 
Restaurant.

Paws Rescue 
couldn’t carry 
on.’

Small Paws has 
been the Pets at Home Oban 
Charity of the Year for the past 
two years, a status that will 
roll over into 2021. In ‘normal’ 
times the charity fundraises 
in the store itself but due to 
Covid restrictions it’s been 
impossible to fundraise there 

or anywhere. Bearing this in 
mind, the Lochavullin store 
stepped in to raise funds on its 
charity’s behalf, with £2,000 
donated by the national 
Lifelines initiative. � e other 
£2,500 came via the Santa 
Pause Campaign which saw 
customers donate at the till 
or produce items including 
tablet, fudge, dog treats, and 
Christmas tree baubles which 
sta�  then sold.

Manager Hazel Kelso has 
worked at the Oban store for 

12 years and admitted she 
was blown away by this 

year’s e� ort.
‘Our sta�  and cus-

tomers threw them-
selves behind this 
campaign and we all 
got a great buzz from 

doing it,’ she said. ‘We 
were pleasantly surprised 

considering many people have 
struggled in the last year due 
to the e� ect the pandemic has 
had on jobs, but most people 
coming into the store were 
keen to contribute. Raising 
money for this worthwhile 
cause gave everyone a great 
focus.’

distilleries are absolutely fun-
damental to the island’s econo-
my so this government support 
is a real con� dence-builder.’

Bruichladdich’s chief execu-
tive o�  cer Douglas Taylor said: 
‘We’ve always sought to have a 
positive impact on Islay and on 
the industry as a whole. 

‘� e industry is one of 
Scotland’s largest exports and 
collectively we need to do more 
to reduce our environmental 
footprint.

‘Now we’ve set ourselves a 
target to be net-zero emissions 
in our production process by 
2025. As a consequence, we’re 
thrilled to be exploring hydro-
gen combustion as a potential 

fuel source for the industry.’ 
Energy and Clean Growth 
Minister Kwasi Kwarteng said: 
‘Every business can play a part 
in the green industrial revolu-
tion and this funding will allow 
distilleries to lead the way by 
making their production clean-
er while creating jobs.’

Dagmar Droogsma, director 
of industry at the Scotch 
Whisky Association, said: 
‘With the COP26 climate 
change conference taking place 
in Glasgow this year, the Scotch 
whisky industry has ambitious 
plans to build on the success of 
the last decade when distilleries 
cut greenhouse gas emissions 
by 34 per cent.’

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Improve your home and well-being
with a Cairngorm conservatory

A conservatory meets all the main requirements that homeowners 
have highlighted as important elements of being happy in your home

87% of homeowners                   
say aspects of their home

contribute to their 
positive

mental health

Visit our website for more information

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Secure your kitchen,
conservatory, or window 
order today and pay no 
more until 2022.

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act 
a credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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Have your say on Craignure 
ferry terminal future
Consultation has started 
on securing the future of 
council-owned Craignure 
ferry terminal, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

Argyll and Bute Council 
wants to hear what people 
think about the options under 
consideration.

� e Craignure to Oban 
route is the busiest ferry route 
run by CalMac Ferries Ltd, 
but built in the mid 60s, the 
pier is now coming to the end 
of its useful operating life 
and as passenger and vehicle 
numbers have increased over 
time, passenger access, vehi-
cle and bus marshalling all 
need to be re-assessed.

Plans being developed will 
cover not just the long-term 
future of the pier, but also 
what needs to be done now to 
make sure it can continue to 
operate for the time being.

Ways to improve reliable 
seven-day overnight berthing 
at the pier also need to be 
considered, as does the like-
lihood that larger ferries will 
be deployed onto the route 

The ferry terminal was built 
in the mid-60s and is coming 
to the end of is useful 
operating life.

Oban’s festivals will be a 
strong point in the town’s 
recovery from Covid, event 
organisers have been told.

With three new festivals 
waiting in the wings, includ-
ing one to engage Oban’s Irish 
community, representatives of 
some of the town’s biggest es-
tablished events got together 
on Zoom earlier this week to 
plan a post-virus comeback.

� e online meeting was 
deemed necessary by 
Highlands and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival (HIMDF) 
–   the popular event would 
have been in its 38th year if 
the virus had not wiped it out.

Looking forward to a health-
ier future, HIMDF’s chair-
woman Breege Smyth mooted 
an idea of a new organisation, 
with paid sta� , being set up to 
run ‘a cool’ website that would 
advertise and sell tickets for 
all of Oban’s festivals taking 
on admin work, including 
applying for big funding.

She said there was currently 
‘a whole ra�  of duplication’ 
going on among the di� erent 
festivals that could be avoided 
and free up organisers to do 
what they like doing best - 
creating the events.

As well as coming up with a 
single festival strategy to turn 

Festival remedy 
to aid Oban’s 
Covid recovery

Crackin Craic were part of a fringe event line-up at the last Highlands and Islands Music and 
Dance Festival before Covid in 2019.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

‘These festivals will 
be a strong point in 
this town’s recovery as 
it comes out the 
other side of Covid.’

in the future. Policy Lead for 
Roads and Infrastructure 
Services, Councillor Rory 
Colville, said: ‘We are already 
working on long-term plans 
for Craignure terminal and 
have four options to consider. 
� ere are also options for how 
we can keep the pier operat-
ing in the medium term.

‘� ere are a couple of 
presentations on our website 

which set out both the long 
and medium-term options. 
We would then like you to an-
swer a few questions that will 
allow us to gauge feedback on 
both’

� e options are to rebuild 
the terminal in close proxim-
ity to where it is now, rebuild 
it to the south, rebuild it to the 
north and reuse the existing 
marshalling area, or rebuild it 
to the north - all the options 
would improve safety by 
removing   the need to cross 
the road.

Rebuilding the terminal to 
the north of the current site 
would impact some existing 
residential properties.

To � nd out more and get in-
volved go to www.argyll-bute.
g o v . u k / c o n s u l t a t i o n s /
craignure-pier-consultation.

� e consultation ends on 
February 7.

Oban into a festival town, 
technical help updating web-
sites, widening social media 
outreach and receiving more 
funding were also included on 
a preliminary wishlist  drawn 
up during Monday’s meeting.

Getting endorsements from 
Argyll and Bute Council, as 
well as making more use of 
its safety advisory group, were 
also highlighted as useful 
steps forward.

Oban councillors Elaine 
Robertson and Jim Lynch 
pledged to do all they can 
to help support festival 
organisers.

BID4Oban chief executive 
Andrew Spence told the meet-
ing the huge economic impact 
festivals have on Oban cannot 
be underestimated.

‘� ese festivals will be a 
strong point in this town’s 
recovery as it comes out the 
other side of Covid,’ he said, 
supporting the idea of looking 
at employing someone on a 
trial basis to support events 
and pull them together.

Although some events, 

including a gin festival and 
sea shanty festival will not 
be going ahead this year, 
not everything is completely 
cancelled.

A visit from 10metre tall 
sea kelpie puppet STORM 
is still in the o�  ng at the 
end of September, the local 
Mod is thinking about a 
virtual version for 2021, West 
Highland Yachting Week 
remains hopeful it will be able 
to put on some kind of event 
this year, while Benderloch’s 
Bookends festival has funding 
in place for this year and has 
been collaborating with other 
book events from Wigtown 
to the Borders sharing their 
online content.

Oban Live says its door 
is always open to running 
another event, � e View’s 
Daniel MacIntyre vowed his   
continued support as a venue 
for festivals when restrictions 
allow and Feis Latharna, a 
voluntary-led community or-
ganisation   promoting tradi-
tional music and Gaelic arts, is 
continuing - despite Covid - to 
o� er Saturday online classes.

A date for a follow-up meet-
ing among representatives is 
being arranged.

Perhaps it is just me getting 
older but 2020 seems to have 
f lown by despite, or maybe 
because of, the lockdown 
and the various rules on 
meeting family and friends. 
I suspect if I was a parent 
trying to home school I 
would probably be thinking 
how 2020 seemed to last 
forever. I am very thankful 
my family are passed school 
age.  One recurrent theme I 
hear from fellow Behavioural 
Optometrists both here in 
the UK and overseas is of 
the large number of children 
who are presenting to us 
with stress related reading 
problems. 

With the return to home 
schooling children’s vision 
systems are being severely 
stressed. They need to focus 
accurately for sustained 
periods. They need to be able 

to move their eyes accurately 
across pages of print (we call 
that tracking) and they need 
to process the information 
they gather from the words 
on the page or laptop. All of 
that is stressful. When you 
add even more stress from 
all the news about COVID-19 
children’s vision systems rap-
idly become exhausted and 
cease to function efficiently. 
I regularly see children 
who have never had reading 
problems but recently have 

struggled massively. All these 
difficulties make the job of 
home schooling even harder 
for parents. 

If your child is struggling 
with reading you should 
seek the professional advice 
of your local optometrist. 
Not all optometrists have 
undertaken the specialist 
training necessary to offer 
in depth help. They can cer-
tainly rule out basic causes of 
reading problems and refer 
on to colleagues for specialist 
assessments. With the loss 
of traditional schooling our 
children and grandchildren 
have endured it is important 
everything is done to help 
these youngsters get the most 
they can out of the limited 
education opportunities 
currently available. Basic 
children’s eye examinations 
are funded by NHS Scotland.

Eye to eye with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic, 11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)     www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Covid-19 Vision

Advertorial
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Oban is ‘mecca’ for outdoor sports
Hundreds of people joined a 
new Facebook group within 
24 hours promoting Oban as 
a mecca for outdoor sports.

� e new craze of wind 
foiling was just one of the 
posts that got the page o�  to 
a � ying start, a� er outdoor 
and extreme sports enthusiast 
Andy Corbe took his passion 
online with the aim of getting 
more people out and making 
the most of the adventure 
playground on their doorstep.

Other adventure sports 
getting a mention so far are 
free diving, SUP (Stand Up 
Paddle boarding), mountain 
climbing, hill walking and 
sailing, wild swimming and 
lots more.

‘Oban is an incredible 
playground for adventure 
sports. � e unique combi-
nation of mountains and sea 
should make Oban a mecca 
for adventure sports, yet it’s 
still known as the Gateway 
to the Isles,’ said Andy, who 

lives in Oban, adding that if 
Oban was in Switzerland it 
would be its Chamonix when 
it comes to top-notch outdoor 
sporting opportunities.

� e idea of the page is to 
bring together the outdoor 
communities to share their 

stories, hook up with others 
doing similar sports, and di-
rect more people to discover 
the various sports that make 
the area such an amazing 
place to live.

‘It is here to steer folk to 
those pages and raise aware-

ness about what is out there,’ 
added Andy.

In just 48 hours a� er 
launching the Facebook page 
more than 500 people had 
joined, numbers have now 
topped 600 and continue to 
grow.

Andy said: ‘� e idea is to get 
more people who live in Oban 
out there, inspiring people to 
make the most of what is out 
there on their doorstep. � ere 
are lots of people already 
enjoying their own sports but 
by sharing stories and expe-
riences they could encourage 
more people to try it out.’
Andy is one of a small num-
ber of people in Oban so far 
involved in wind foiling, a 
literally upli� ing sport that is 
catching on quick.

‘It’s fast, there’s no friction 
and it’s very smooth,’ said 
foiling convert Andy, who 
wants to get more people 
giving it a go.

Foilboards are essentially 
a sur� oard with a specially 
designed � n with wings – the 
board rides above the water. 
Oban is ‘an amazing space’ 
for the sport says Andy, who 
was � lming with the BBC in 
December for its adventure 
channel.

Search Oban Outdoors 
on Facebook for more 
information.

Oban is an 
amazing space 
for wind foiling, 
says adventure 
sports enthusi-
ast Andy Corbe, 
who wants 
more people to 
give it a go.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

POLICE FILES
 Between 11am on 
Sunday January 10 and 
11am on Monday January 
11, a commercial property 
between Tweedale Street 
and George Street, Oban was 
vandalised with gra�  ti. Police 
are investigating.
 Between 8.10am and 
4.40pm on Thursday 
January 14, a property within 
Drummore Road, Oban, had 
items taken from within. 
Police are investigating.
 About 12.45am on Saturday 
January 16, on Soroba Road, 
Oban, a 25-year-old man  was 
arrested and charged with be-
having in an abusive manner 
and damaging property. A 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.
 About 4.50am on Sunday 
January 17, in Dunbeg, a 
39-year-old woman was 
arrested and charged with 
behaving in an abusive 
manner, struggling with 
o�  cers and assaulting them. 
The woman was held for 
court and a report submitted 
to the procurator � scal.
  Anyone with information 
in relation to the above, or 
to any incident, call Police on 
101, or anonymously on 0800 
555 111.

Coronavirus
BID4Oban are working to provide information to the business 

community of Oban as regularly as possible.
We are working with our Key Partners Argyll & Bute Council, 

Business Gateway, and AITC on a daily basis.

To enable us to keep in touch, please follow BID4Oban on 
Love Oban Facebook page and website 

www.bid4oban.co.uk for regular updates.

Email info@bid4oban.co.uk
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More exercise, DIY and daily routine have helped couple cope
Husband and wife Tim and Angela 
Hoe (right) have embraced life in 
lockdown.
The Yorkshire couple has exercised 
more, completed DIY jobs around the 
house and garden and become well-
read.
“Like everyone else, our world has 
completely changed,” said Angela. 
“Work has stopped, usual places we 

visited closed, and we are not 
allowed to visit friends and 
family.
“All our shopping is 
supermarket click-and-
collect or from our local 
independents and farm 
shop.” 
They have two adult 
children.  Daughter 
Charlo�e lives with her 

partner nearby while son Lewis 
lives with his wife Lucy and 

two children Harry, aged 
six, and Lily, 18 months, 
in Bournemouth. Angela 
has not seen them or her 

parents, who also live in 
Yorkshire, for ten months.

The couple love to exercise 

and have continued to do so within 
updated rules.
“With gyms closing, it was a case of 
keeping ourselves fit with running, 
biking and YouTube yoga and 
fitness classes online. Reading and 
crosswords have also filled our days,” 
confirmed Angela.
“The mobile library has provided 
a fantastic service allowing us to 
choose and order books online and 

collect locally. Danielle Steel has been 
a particular favourite for me while my 
husband has continued with his love of 
Dickens, Steinbeck and Hemingway.”
Despite not visiting family, they have 
kept in touch.  “FaceTime calling has 
become a regular occurrence with 
calls to our grandchildren and listening 
to our grandson read stories from his 
school book.”

There’s light at the end of the tunnel... 
but, for now, embrace lockdown life

Once again the UK is living under tough but necessary 
restrictions as we ba	le COVID-19. Vaccines offer us hope 

and a way out but, until then, we must all play our part in 
together beating the virus. We look at the many ways we 

can continue to stay at home  and enjoy life

AS COVID-19 tightens its grip, 
lockdown restrictions have again 
been put in place, and are likely to 
remain for some time to come.

Schools to shops, work to pubs, 
restaurants, cinemas and gyms – 
all aspects of our lives are affected 
amid the UK Government and 
Devolved Administrations’ clear, 
clarion calls to stay at home.

Those on the NHS frontline 
continue to bear the brunt of the 
pandemic while other key workers 
are keeping operating essential 
services such as supermarkets, 
pharmacies, waste collection and 
deliveries.

We can all play our part on the 
path to freedom. All we have to do 
is obey the rules.

Life in lockdown is undoubtedly 
different. But, embrace it, and it 
can offer new opportunities.

Take up a hobby, learn a skill, 
exercise, read, bake, take up a cra� 
and complete jobs around the 

house you have been pu�ing off. 
New technologies allow us to keep 
in touch with family and friends as 
well as connecting on virtual pub 
quizzes and classes.

There is light at the end of 
the tunnel with rules regularly 
reviewed and the vaccination 
programme being rolled out apace.

But for now we are in this 
together, all having a vital part to 
play.

Mental wellbeing
There are things we can all do to look 
after our mental wellbeing at this 
time. 
The Clear Your Head website has some 
great tips to help you feel calmer, 
create a routine, keep active, look 
after yourself and support each other.
�  Visit clearyourhead.scot

 For more information go to  
 gov.scot/coronavirus  

LOTS TO DO: Home improvements and more reading are just two things that can help you get through lockdown.
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Around the markets
Caledonian Marts Ltd, 
Monday January 18:  sold 689 
Store Hoggets and Feeding 
Ewes at their � rst store sheep 
sale of 2021.

All classes of Hoggets made 
record averages and sold to a 
top of £107 for a pen of Texel 
Hoggets from A & J McNicol, 
Pendreich, Bridge of Allan. 

Leading Prices
Store Lambs per Head: Char 

£105 Pendreich, Texel £104 
Wester Tillyrie, Beltex X £104 
Whitecross, Cont £103 Balcachie, 
Su� olk £103 Balcachie, Texel X 
£100 Whitecross, Su� olk X £99 
Pendreich, Mule £98 Wester 
Tillyrie, Cheviot £89 Walton, BF 
£84 Doune of Glendouglass

Ewes per Head: Herdwick £60 
Craigton.

United Auctions, Stirling, 
Thursday January 14: sold 
6631 prime sheep comprising 
of 5374 prime hoggs selling to 
an average of 255.79ppk & 1257 
ewes and rams.

Old Season Lambs (5374) – 
Doune Farms (BTex) £157.00; 
Harviesmailing (BTex) £156.00; 

Luckenburn & Doune Farms 
(BTex) £154.00; Auchenrivoch 
(Tex) £143.00; Hallhill (Tex) 
£139.00; Auchen� ower (Tex) 
£138.00; North Dorlaithers (Mill 
Blue) £139.00, £136.00 & £134.50; 
North Dorlaithers (Suf) £130.00; 
Elmscleugh (Suf) £128.50; West 
Carse (Suf) £127.00; West Bal-
gothrie (Chev) £125.50; Gilston 
(Chev) £123.00; Wardhead (Chev) 
£119.50; Merkins (BF) £123.00; 
Dyke (BF) £116.50; Elmscleugh 
(BF) £114.50; Wardhead (Mule) 
£117.00; Pitcairn (Mule) £116.00; 
Coates, Coulshill & Elmscleugh 
(Mule) £115.00.

Old Season Lambs (5374) 
– Harviesmailing (BTex) 
359.00ppk; Luckenburn (BTex) 
354.00ppk; Wardhead & Doune 
Farms (BTex) 349.00ppk; 
Easter Greenhill (Tex) 321.00ppk; 
Nether Kidston (Tex) 314.00ppk; 
Tay & Torridon (Tex) 314.00ppk; 
Airtnoch (Chev) 281.00ppk; 
Hallhill (Chev) 279.00ppk; 
Stacks (Chev) 271.00ppk; West 
Park (Suf) 271.00ppk; Merryhill, 
Wormiston & Wardhead (Suf) 
265.00ppk; North Dorlaithers 
(Mill Blue) 259.00ppk &  

250.00ppk; Penston (BF) 
257.00ppk; Tay & Torridon 
(BF) 254.00ppk; Midhouse & 
Spring� eld (BF) 252.00ppk; West 
Balgothrie (Mule) 256.00ppk; 
Drumtee (Mule) 254.00ppk; 
Coulshill & Coxhill (Mule) 
251.00ppk.   

Ewes (1257) – East Brack-
enridge (Tex) £190.00; South 
Flanders & East Brackenridge 
(Tex) £168.00; East Brackenridge 
(Tex) £165.00; West Carse (Tex) 
£162.00; Lochran (TexX) £160.00; 
South Flanders (TexX) £156.00 
& £154.00; Over Finlarg (TexX) 
£150.00 x2; South Flanders 
(Cont) £149.00; Nether Pratis 
(Cont) £147.00; Dyke (Cont) 
£144.00; Lochend (BTex) 
£140.00; Fintalich (Suf) £129.00; 
Little Raith (Suf) £124.00; 
Lochend & Wester Kepdowrie 
(SufX) £118.00; Redheugh (SufX) 
£115.00; Wester Mo� at (SufX) 
£113.00; South Flanders (Mule) 
£120.00; Fintalich (Mule) £109.00; 
East Brackenridge (Mule) 
£103.00;  Pitcairn (Mule) £100.00; 
Craighall (BFL) £104.00; Craighall 
(Chev) £98.00 x2; Invermilton 
(Chev) £88.00; Kinaldy (Chev) 
£85.00; Elmscleugh (BF) £90.00 & 
£85.00; Pitcairn & East Bracken-
ridge (BF) £78.00; Coulshill (BF) 

£76.50; Mains of Tig & Wester 
Mo� at (BF) £75.00.

Tups – Whitehouse (Cha) 
£126.00; Kilmory (Tex) £120.00; 
Lossit (Tex) £118.00; West Carse 
(BFL) £114.00; West Lundie (BTex) 
£99.00; Lower Killernie (BTex) 
93.00; Little Raith (Suf) £98.00; 
White House (Zwa) £96.00; 
Littleport (BF) £86.00; Kilmory 
(BF) £83.00; Achnaba (BF) £79.00.

Dingwall & Highland Marts, 
Thursday January 14: sold 
2,968 sheep of all classes.

Lambs (1,854) averaged £74.73 
and sold to £130 for a Texel cross 
from Midbadgrinan, Culbokie.

Ewes (578) averaged £86.12 
and sold to £161 for a pair 
of Texels from Woodend, 
Killearnan.

Ewes in Lamb (54) sold to £166 
for a pen of Texel crosses in lamb 
to Beltex from Kirkhill, Farm, 
Alves.

Rams (434) averaged £99.16 
and sold to £172 for a Texel from 
2 Ardmore, Edderton. 

Feeding sheep (48) sold to 
£103 for a Texel cross wedder 
from Greenlands Farm, Arabella.

Other leading prices per head: 
Lambs: TexX – East Croft 

Roy, Newtonmore, £129 

& £123, Glentruim Farms, 
Newtonmore, £115, Woodend, 
£113; Mule – East Croft Roy, 
£122 & £103, Glentruim Farms, 
£113, Achnabat, Torness, £107; 
Chev – 1 Mellon Charles, 
Aultbea, £115, South Balkeith, 
Tain, £115 & £107, Keoldale 
Sheep Stock Club, Lairg, £105, 
Dundreggan Croft, Glenmoris-
ton, £105; BF – Gorthleck Mains, 
Inverness, £105, ½ of 1 Clachan, 
Sta�  n, £95; Cross – Tomchrasky, 
Glenmoriston, £105 & £100, 
15/16 Achvrail, Rogart, £91; 
Dorset – Greenlands Farm, £103; 
CharX – 4 Tomich Beauly, £101; 
Su�  – Lochbuie, Newtonmore, 
£101; BeltX – Jackdaw Cottage, 
Wester Templand, £99 & £93; 
Su� X – Broynach, Thurso, £96, 
Kirkhill Farm, £96, 4 Tomich, £95; 

Ewes: TexX – Pitkerrie, Fearn, 
£140 & £125, Woodend, £137, 
Craigroy, Dallas, £130, Little 
Kildrummie, Nairn, £121, Leanach 
Farm, Inverness, £117; Tex – 
Pitkerrie, £134; BeltX – Upperton, 
Glenurquhart, £138, Rosebrae 
Farm, Elgin, £123; Chev – South 
Balkeith, £135, Bogallan, North 
Kessock, £115, Upperton, £100, 
Dunain Farms, Inverness, £97; 
Su� X – Little Kildrummie, £134, 
Craigroy, £120, 9 Loaneckheim, 

Kiltarlity, £118; CHM – Pitkerrie, 
£123, Dunain Farms, £113; Cross 
– Rosebrae Farm, £120; Mule – 
Craigroy, £115, Pithogarty, Tain, 
£107, Little Kildrummie, £105; 
BF – Blackford Farm, Croy, £88, 
19 Torgormack, Beauly, £80.

Ewes in Lamb: Mule – Kirkhill 
Farm, £152; TexX – Kirkhill Farm, 
£150; Rous – Kirkhill Farm, £148, 
Su� X – Kirkhill Farm, £136.

Rams: BFL – Blackford Farm, 
Croy, £168 & £124; Su�  – Inver-
inate Estate, Kyle of Lochalsh, 
£155, Pitmain Farms, Kingussie, 
£121; Belt – Invercharron, Ardgay, 
£151; Chev – 

2 Ardmore, £150, South 
Balkeith, £145, Corriebhein 
Farms, Portree, £140, 68 Foindle, 
Lairg, £135, Inverinate Estate, 
£131; Tex – Mid Calder, Thurso, 
£133, Corriebhein Farms, £133, 
Rowanlea, Kirkhill, £131, 
Balintore Farms, Fearn, £125; BF – 
1 Camusluinie, Kyle of Lochalsh, 
£127, Clune & Corrybrough 
Estate, Tomatin, £127.

Feeding Sheep: Tex gmr – 
Leanach Farm, £100; CharX 
wdr – Dunain Mains, £100; Cross 
wdr – Tomchrasky, £91; Chev wdr 
– Bundalloch Sheep Stock Club, 
Dornie, £83; BF wdr – Bundalloch 
Sheep Stock Club, £75.

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

 YARD CLEARANCE DUE TO CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

UP TO 50% DISCOUNT ON MANY PRODUCTS

SUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE
to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a 
FREEFREEFREE bottle of Glasgow Gin,  bottle of Glasgow Gin,  bottle of Glasgow Gin, 

Leith Gin or Arran Malt*Leith Gin or Arran Malt*Leith Gin or Arran Malt*

The perfect 
gift for those 
who love all 

things Scottish

Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per quarter 
delivered direct to your recipients door.

Call 01778 392014 and quote Winter21 or go to 
scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

Brighten up the cold winter days with a subscription to Scottish fi eld magazine. The 
perfect accompaniment to cosy nights by the fi re. Bringing you the very best interiors, 

antiques, gardens, wildlife, motoring and country news alongside entertaining and 
informative writing. 

*Terms and conditions apply. For over-18s and UK-based subscribers only. 
Minimum one year subscription to Scottish Field. Offer ends 28 Feb 2021. While 

stocks last. Limited stock available, 
fi rst come, fi rst served basis. By claiming this offer, you agree that you are of UK 

legal age for purchasing and consuming alcoholic drinks.
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
However we reserve 
the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must be supplied, 
including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters will not be printed. Please email: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are those 
of the contributors and do not necessarily re� ect 
the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that all 
our reports are fair and accurate and comply with 
the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, how-
ever, that mistakes happen from time to time. If we 
have published anything that is factually incorrect, 
please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 
01631 568000; or email editor@obantimes.co.uk 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you are 
unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact IPSO 
by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. We will abide by the 
decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Bha deagh aimsir againn an-diugh nuair a 
thug mi ceum a-mach, agus bha i mòran na 
bu bhlàithe na dh’� airich sinn bho chionn 
greise is shaoil mi gun robh àile earraich a’ 
nochdadh. Far am bheil mise tha an sneachda 
air falbh agus le speur air soilleireachadh bha 
mi a’ cuimhneachadh mar a bhiodh inbhich 
saoghal m’ òige ag ràdh gum biodh an latha “a’ 
sìneadh às dèidh na bliadhn’ ùire!”

’S dòcha gur ann dìreach gam misneachadh 
� èin a bha iad, le aithne gun robh ùine mhath 
den gheamhradh romhpa � athast, ach cha 
robh sin gu diofar ma bha e a’ toirt beagan 
togail dhaibh. Ge b’ e dè eile tha ’n dàn thig 
crìoch air geamhradh agus ùrachadh fàs earra-
ich, agus ’s neònach mura robh ginealaichean 
mhic an duine bho thoiseach tìme air a bhith 
a’ feitheamh an dùsgaidh sin leis an aon seòrsa  
spiorad dòchais. 

� ug m’ athair iomadh bliadhna a’ seòladh 
chuantan mòra agus fad ùine an Dàrna 
Cogaidh mar phàirt den sin, agus ged ’s 
iomadh stoirm oillteil a dh’� uiling e bhiodh 
e daonnan ag ràdh gun robh gailleann na b’ 
� asa cothachadh rithe ann an solas an latha. 
Gun teagamh tha an aon rud fìor a thaobh dor-
chadas a’ gheamhraidh a bhith a’ crìonadh ’s 
gach latha den bhliadhna a’ fàs nas � aide, agus 
tha sinne uile dualach a bhith a’ faireachadh 
nas � eàrr annainn � ìn.

Nuair a bha mi òg bha “tractaran a’ Bhùird” a’ 

tòiseachadh ri nochdadh agus a’ cuideachadh 
le obair-fearainn, ach cha robh a h-uile duine 
gan cleachdadh. Cha robh � ù ’s eich aig 
mòran chroitearan san sgìre, agus nuair a 
thigeadh e gu àm innearaidh bhiodh fadachd 
air  crainnteachd an earraich far am biodh an 
talamh na b’ � asa obrachadh air co-dhiù a b’ 
ann le each is cairt neo le bara-rotha. 

Bha an dà chuid cairtean agus na barachan 
a’ ruith air rothan caola, agus leis gun robh 
bachall iarainn nan cairtean gu sònraichte 
dualach gearradh sìos ann an talamh bog bha 
talamh tioram cruaidh, neo � ù ’s reòthta, na 
chuideachadh mòr. Ge b’ e dè a’ mheudachd 
fearainn a bh’ aig   croitear bhiodh drip air 
deasachadh ac� ainne ach am bithte deiseil 
airson “obair earraich”, agus bha farpais mhòr 
air cò bhiodh an sàs air toiseach le sin! 

Dh’� eumte spaidean a gheurachadh, agus 
bhiodh feadhainn a bha � athast a’ cleachdadh 
cas-chrom a’ cur faobhar oirre is a’ tean-
nachadh sgonnan; agus bhiodh treabhaichean 
each a’ sealltainn ri coltair, soc, is bòrd-ùireach 
a’ chruinn, agus sineachdainn-tarraing is gre-
allag. Saoil cò mheud an-diugh dam b’ aithne 
each a bheartachadh airson obair-treabhaidh 
neo slaodaidh?

Àm dripeil den bhliadhna ach b’ e àm toga-
rrach a bh’ ann cuideachd, dìreach mar a tha 
an t-àm seo dhuinn uile air am bheil fadachd ri 
banachdach agus saorsa gluasaid às ùr!

Mull ferries
We can only hope the Ministry of Transport 
and CMAL have learnt from the multi-million 
� asco which has le�  two hulks adorning Port 
Glasgow’s waterfront. � ey could soon rival 
Falkirk’s Kelpies as artistic attractions.

Mull needs an all-weather, no frills ‘seabridge’ 
compatible with using Craignure’s rather dodgy 
pier, rather than a mini-cruise liner based on 
complex and expensive plug-in/gas propulsion 
technology. 

Argyll desperately needs long-term infrastruc-
ture investment, particularly for the A83, and 
this alone should put a lot of pressure on those 
concerned to � nd cost e� ective answers to ferry 
services. Perhaps what is lacking is a coherent 
transport strategy.

An alternative to the option currently under 
review would be to seek tenders worldwide for 
one or preferably two catamarans. � e Mull 
crossing has only about four miles of semi-open 
water and a ship designed for operating amongst 
typhoon ridden Paci� c islands should have no 
di�  culty in handling it.

James Harmer, Isle of Mull.

Post-Brexit � shing � asco 
needs to be sorted out now
Remember the closing stages of the Brexit 
negotiations? Boris Johnson pretended he was 
holding out to get the best deal for � shermen. 
In the end he agreed a deal that the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation described as ‘desperately 
poor’ and ‘the worst of both worlds’. Fishermen 
are restricted to catch fewer � sh in most key 
species. Lorries carrying stocks that have been 
caught were le�  to sit at Larkhall – unable to 
penetrate the new fog of bureaucracy. Scottish 
� shermen are forced to land the � sh they can 
catch in Denmark – grim news for Scottish � sh 
processors. 

Instead of trying to � x the problem, Tory 
Minister Jacob Rees-Mogg says the � sh are 
happier to be British. Of course they are – the 
� shermen aren’t catching them. 

� e Tories must sort out this mess they have 
created. Our � shermen and � sh processing 
workers deserve better than silly remarks about 
happy � sh.

Councillor Alan Reid, Cowal.

RAF Benevolent Fund
While the vaccine rollout out across the country 
provides some hope, social isolation and loneli-
ness poses a real threat to our elderly this winter, 

among them many former RAF personnel and 
their partners supported by the RAF Benevolent 
Fund. To help combat this, the fund organises 
weekly check and chats and telephone friend-
ship groups and provides access to a listening 
and counselling service,  relationship counsel-
ling support and an online wellbeing portal to 
help support emotional wellbeing amongst the 
veteran community.

To refer someone to the RAF Benevolent Fund, 
please visit ra� f.org or call 03001 021919.

Air Vice-Marshal Chris Elliot, Chief 
Executive, RAF Benevolent Fund.

Happy memories
� e headline of Iain � ornber’s article in  � e 
Oban Times of December 17 2020, Remember 

Man As You Pass By, is the opening line of an 
epitaph on a gravestone, which reads in full:

‘Remember man as you pass by,
As you are now so once was I.
As I am now so must you be,
� erefore prepare to follow me’.
� is brought back happy memories of my 

parents in � ts of laughter as my late mother - 
brought up in Scotland and familiar with this 
bon mot gravestone - claimed that the local 
urchins always � nished the rhyme with the 
following: 

‘To follow you I’m not contents – until I know 
which way you went!’

I thought this might give your readers a 
chuckle.

Mrs M Garabet, Benderloch.

We need to stick with it
On Tuesday, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
extended the current lockdown on mainland 
Scotland, with schools and nurseries to 
remain closed until mid-February. In 
addition, the islands of Barra and Vatersay 
have moved from level three to level four 
following a ‘signi� cant’ outbreak.

� is means restrictions, including the stay-
at-home requirement, will remain in place 
across the mainland and some islands until 
‘at least’ the middle of February, although it 
will be reviewed on February 2.

� is will be di�  cult news for a lot of us, 
although probably not unexpected. Many 
of us are � nding this lockdown harder than 
the � rst one – put in place almost a year 
ago – and while it is good news progress is 
being made, the First Minister was quick to 
point out the NHS in Scotland is not yet out 
of the woods.

As hard as this is, we need to stand � rm, 
keep safe and look out for one another. 

While it may be tempting to visit friends 
indoors in this weather, please don’t, so that 
sooner rather than later restrictions might 
be relaxed, business can reopen and we can 
again visit loved ones, travel and socialise as 
we all desperately want – and need – to.
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DISTRICT NEWS
MARTIN LAING
editor@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Ardnamurchan residents need not be digging 
around for something to do over the next two 
years thanks to funding from the National and 
Cultural Heritage Fund.

Archaeology Scotland, working with 
Ardnamurchan History and Heritage 
Association (AHHA), has been awarded a grant 
to carry out a two-year programme of work in 
west Ardnamurchan.

� e Adopt-a-Monument on Ardnamurchan 
project is part of a new £9 million Scottish pro-
gramme of projects to invest in the Highlands 
and Islands to provide more better-quality 
opportunities for visitors to enjoy natural and 
cultural heritage assets.

� e project will build on previous work in 
the locality, focusing on various aspects of the 
historical environment of the peninsula in 
partnership with AHHA, local landowners and 
cro� ers, involving the whole community.

� e programme will be launched in early 2021 
and led locally by Dr Paul Murtagh, supported 
by a long-term friend of AHHA, Phil Richardson 
of Archaeology Scotland, who will manage the 
west Ardnamurchan project.

Two local, part-time jobs are being created to 
help deliver the project. 

� ere will be lots of opportunities for 
people who live and, once permitted, visit 
Ardnamurchan to get involved, including two, 

Music and dance festival 
cancellation a body blowMonumental e� ort for Ardnamurchan project

Dr Paul Murtagh will be responsible for 
the day-to-day running of The Adopt-a-
Monument on Ardnamurchan project.

Big bang theories abound...
A mystery bang and deep rumble heard from 
North Connel to Dalmally and as far out as  
Fort William and Tobermory has sparked 
more than 150 comments on Facebook, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

Reports of the massive boom, just before 
11pm on Friday January 15, also came in from 
Luing and Lochgilphead. � e � ash was also 
spotted on Tobermory. Accounts included 
a huge � ash and one said it turned the sky 
green. � eories from the ba�  ed public have 
included thunder, freak lightning, an earth 
tremor or a meteor.

According to the British Geological Survey’s 
data of reported earthquakes around the 

British Isles in the last 50 days, there was no 
seismic activity at that time. Earthquake activ-
ity was last recorded in the area in Benderloch 
on December 22 last year at a depth of 4km. 
At the start of this week, NASA did � ag up an 
asteroid described as being ‘near earth’ set to 
shoot by our planet.

 David, of Alba Sailing, sent in this photo-
graph of the event. He said: ‘Taken with a 180º 
wide-angle lens looking directly upwards 
– North at the top. � e frames before and 
a� er were all dark.’ � e time and date stamp 
were at the top of the photograph and showed 
the photograph was taken on January 15 at 
22:47:24, with the sensor showing 37.7C.

I spent more time than usual this week con-
templating the subject matter for this space and 
what thoughts I might share with you.

Uppermost in my mind was my desire to pen 
something that had nothing to do with corona-
virus and the pandemic but so completely has it 
come to dominate our lives that I � nd it di�  cult 
to avoid the crisis which, it seems to my unsci-
enti� c self, is worsening rather than improving.

� is hits home with a vengeance when we are 
forced to report some of the impacts, including 
the cancellation of the Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival (HIMDF) for the 
second year in a row. � at is a body blow to 
the Oban area. HIMDF is one of the sparkliest 
gems in the Argyll � rmament and will be much 
missed. We reported also, however, that the 
good souls behind the festival have already 
turned their attention to organising the 2022 
event. I very much hope we are all able to enjoy 
the fruits of their labours next year.

Another area where the impact is obviously 
being felt is by the local people who work at the 
shops in town run by the Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill company. � e outlet of that name in George 
Street closed for good last October and there are 
fears for Chalmers and McCaig’s Warehouse.

� ese are important businesses in the town 
and their loss would be a cause for genuine 
concern for the local economy.

However, let’s consider the human element. 
Between them, these shops employ a signi� cant 
number of people who are now staring into the 
abyss of unemployment just at a time when the 
number of folk out of work is rising sharply.

I hope fervently a buyer can be found to keep 
these pivotal retail outlets viable and preserve 
the jobs of local people. And on that worrying 
note, I hereby pledge that next week I will strive 
to regale you with contemplations far removed 
from the covid crisis.

What do you think? Send your comments to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

HAVEYOURSAY
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

two-week-long archaeological excavations 
around Camas Nan Geall.

Each of the events and activities will be adver-
tised locally and it is hoped as many people as 
possible will get involved. 

Each participant will learn new skills, from 
archaeological excavation to drystone walling to 
report writing and photography, while another 
element of the project will be to provide train-
ing in heritage focused business and tourism 
development.

Dr Murtagh said: ‘Due to the complex nature 
of the European fund and issues surrounding 
Covid-19, there have been lots of delays in get-
ting all the contracts signed. 

‘It had been hoped to have the project up and 
running before now, but it is hoped that 2021 
and 2022 will be full of archaeological opportu-
nities and fun.’

If you have any questions about the project or 
would like to take part, contact Paul Murtagh at 
Archaeology Scotland by emailing p.murtagh@
archaeologyscotland.org.uk

You can also visit the new Archaeology 
Scotland website or the Heritage Ardnamurchan 
website and social media accounts later this 
month for more information and to � nd out 
how to get involved.

archaeologyscotland.org.uk
heritageardnamurchan.co.uk

Virtual Classes 
and full online 

support offered

Call Gillian on 
07796 040803 

Help for Special 
Dietary Requirements
• Vegetarian & Vegan

• Diabetic

• Pregnancy

• Breastfeeding

• Gluten Free

• Food Intolerances 

Weekly Weigh In 

Slimming World App

Lifeline Online

Slimming World Shop

Facebook Group Virtual 

Weekly Meetings 

Consultant Support

Barcode Scanner

Exclusive Newsletter
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BUSINESS NEWS

� e Scottish 
Chambers of 
Commerce has 
said new restric-
tions on shopping 
are disappointing 
for struggling 
businesses.

Dr Liz Cameron, chief executive, 
was responding to a tightening up of the 
regulations from Saturday which has impli-
cations for takeaways and click-and-collect, 
in particular.

She said the new measures announced 
would be ‘very disappointing’ to those who 
had adapted their businesses to be Covid 
safe to continue trading.

‘� e lack of any certainty over when 
currently closed shops would be allowed to 
reopen added to the importance of click-
and-collect services propping up many 
small and independent retailers,’ she said.

‘� e Scottish Government must provide 
detailed evidence on how these new meas-
ures will support public health restrictions 
and urgently provide su�  cient � nance to 
support Scottish businesses if they are to get 
through yet more rules suddenly imposed 
upon them without prior consultation.

‘Otherwise, it will only add to the grow-
ing desperation of businesses which have 
put � nance and time aside to make their 
business Covid compliant, only to have to 
close anyway, with no clear route back to 
reopening.’

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon told min-
isters the new, highly-contagious Covid 
variant had le�  Scotland and its NHS 
services in a ‘very precarious and extremely 
serious’ position.

She added that none of the decisions had 
been taken lightly.

Businesses 
‘disappointed’ 
with lockdown 
changes

A study to investigate potential ‘gaps’ in support 
for Outer Hebrides community organisations 
and business, to provide evidence for future 
funding opportunities, has been completed. 

� e Outer Hebrides LEADER Local Action 
Group (LAG) commissioned ‘Siar Management’ 
in January 2020 to investigate potential funding 
gaps in community and business support in 
the Outer Hebrides. � e objective was not to 
design a new funding programme, but rather to 
provide evidence to support opportunities and 
determine where future � nancial support could 
and should be targeted. 

Unsurprisingly, the Covid-19 pandemic, 
lockdown and subsequent restrictions from 
March 2020 not only impacted on the method 
of gathering data, but also changed the future 
needs and wants of local businesses and com-
munity groups.  

Due to the timing of the research, this report 
gives an insight to the changing needs of a 
range of sectors – in terms of what they strove 
for before and during the crisis and their aims 
in an ongoing recovery from the impact of the 
pandemic.  It also raises awareness of potential 
future trends following economic recovery and 
potential impact on all sectors and groups. 

Recommendations derived from the study’s 
� ndings include: 

 the need for future � nancial assistance to 
support the recovery of local communities and 
the economy 

 establishing specialist support for enterpris-
es and local supply-chains 

 attracting new businesses; supporting 
homeworkers and young people 

 and reviewing the local tourism and creative 
industries sectors through a turbulent future as 
they battle a range of unprecedented challenges.

It can be seen from the recommendations 
that restrictions imposed by the pandemic 
impacted future priorities and that there is a 

Study identi� es ‘funding 
gaps’ in Outer Hebrides

The Outer 
Hebrides 
LEADER 
Local 
Action 
Group com-
missioned 
the study 
to look into 
potential 
funding 
gaps in 
commu-
nity and 
business 
support in 
the Outer 
Hebrides, 
including 
Lewis. 

need to support community groups, businesses 
and supply-chains to ensure local needs are met 
and that the islands become more resilient and 
fundamentally self-su�  cient in the foreseeable 
future through availability of high-quality local 
skills, goods and services.

� e full report and summary document can 
be found at www.outerhebridesleader.co.uk

� e Outer Hebrides LEADER 2014-2020 
Programme was awarded £3.18million of 
European LEADER funding to support com-
munity-led local development (CLLD). 

� ough now closed, the current LEADER 
Programme supported nearly 50 projects across 
the islands.  

� ese include small rural businesses, 
community enterprises and voluntary sector 
organisations. 

Consecutive EU LEADER Programmes 
have, for 30 years, been active in supporting 

opportunities in communities across the 
Outer Hebrides with an investment of more 
than £11.6million – levering-in an additional 
£22.8million of other funding. 

Although due to Brexit there will be no new 
EU-funded LEADER Programme, the Scottish 
Government is keen to continue CLLD-type 
support in its future national strategies.

� e Outer Hebrides LEADER LAG is � nanced 
in-part by the Scottish Government and the 
European Community LEADER 2014-2020 
Programme.

READMORE
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Shopping locally has become one of 
the key messages in the pandemic 
and now two Argyll entrepreneurs 
have come up with a practical way 
of helping local businesses in tough 
economic times, writes Ellis Butcher.

Kirsten Henderson, aged 31, from 
Lochgilphead, and Oliver Windham-
Wright, aged 37, originally from 
Oban, have launched Market Argyll a 
platform for business owners and the 
Argyll community. 

It comes as high streets and 
small businesses struggle and large 
corporations thrive, they said.

Co-founders Kirsten and Oliver 
chose to view the pandemic and its 
impact on local businesses as an 
‘opportunity for innovation’.

� e aim is to � nd a way to encour-
age and empower people to support 
small and local businesses.

Kirsten said: ‘When we spend 
our pennies and pounds in local-
ly-owned, independent businesses 
- rather than big chains or online 
giants – a higher percentage of that 
spend stays within the area to boost 
the local economy.

‘� ese small businesses not only 
provide us with experiences that 
make Argyll a better place to live, 
they also provide jobs and oppor-
tunities. We simply want to make it 
easier for people to support local � rst, 
by bringing everything Argyll has to 
o� er, all in one place.

‘From retailers to restaurants, 
wellbeing practitioners to tradesmen, 
food and drink producers to artists 
and cra� smen – there’s a space for 
everyone.

‘I’m personally really looking 
forward to discovering new business-
es, products and services that are not 
already on my radar or doorstep.’

Tourism jobs fear 
amid grants row 

New virtual 
market place 
‘puts Argyll in 

� e ‘disastrous’ post-Brexit o�  cialdom now faced 
by Scotland’s seafood exporters was driven right to 
the heart of the UK Government on Monday.

In a show of protest at bureaucratic delays which 
have added hours to the process of getting fresh 
produce to customers in the EU, a mass convoy of 21 
lorries arrived at Parliament Square, Westminster – 
just yards from Number 10 Downing Street. Firms 
from Scotland, Wales and England joined the 
motorcade which included a lorry from Islay Crab 
Exports Ltd of Port Ellen.

Organiser Allan Miller, originally of Tarbert, now 
runs Aberdeen-based shell� sh supply company AM 
Shell� sh Ltd.

� e convoy – some bearing slogans condemning 
the ‘Brexit carnage’ and ‘Incompetent Government 
Destroying Shell� sh industry’ – was ‘clapped’ by 
bystanders and attracted ‘phenomenal’ media 
coverage, said Mr Miller, who said Brexit had been 
‘devastating’ for the sector.

� e show of frustration was designed to highlight 
the changes needed for the seafood sector which 
are faced with having to load up 24 hours earlier in 
order to jump the hoops needed to get produce to 
the continent.

He explained that the delays seriously impacted 
the quality of Scotland’s seafood which is revered 
throughout Europe – particularly if drivers faced 
further obstacles with ferry delays.

Mr Miller said the process of exporting needed 
to be urgently ‘streamlined’ as companies are 
‘haemorrhaging money le� , right and centre’ and 
facing losses ‘week a� er week’. He also expressed his 
amazement that in a digital age, exporting remained 

heavy reliant on physical ‘paperwork’.
Mr Miller told � e Oban Times: ‘� e paperwork 

and customs is all time we do not have. � ere is no 
sell-by date with the produce - it’s either alive or 
dead. It is more sta�  hours required and more driver 
hours.’

A simple error in the documentation could also 
further frustrate getting exports out.

Responding to news that UK Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson had announced a £23 million fund 
to help the seafood sector, Mr Miller said while the 
money would help some, it was not the point of the 
protest. ‘We’re looking for � xes to the problems,’ he 
said.

Among the other � rms from Scotland taking part 
on Monday were D R Collin and Son, Berwickshire, 
and Sutherland Game and Shell� sh, Lairg.

Companies from England included Coquet Island 
Shell� sh Ltd; the Dartmouth Crab Company and 
Camel Fish and from Wales, Syren Shell� sh.

Tarbert man 
leads seafood 
sector protest

� e Scottish Government has responded 
to opposition criticism that businesses are 
waiting too long to get vital grants.

Scottish Conservatives claimed the govern-
ment was ‘sitting on funds’ and said only sev-
en of 30 business funds already announced 
had been launched.

Highlands and Islands MSP Donald 
Cameron, who also serves as the shadow 
cabinet secretary for � nance, said many 
businesses across the Highlands and Islands 
are still waiting for money ‘promised months 
ago’. 

‘� is is putting jobs and livelihoods at risk,’ 
said Mr Cameron.

However, a spokesperson for the Scottish 
Government said some of the claims made 
by the opposition were ‘out of date’ and 
that nearly £600 million of the £715 million 
allocated for business support since October 
2020 was now ‘live’.

It said: ‘When we announced £185 million 
additional funding last month (December) 
we were absolutely clear this funding would 
be available to businesses in January. � at is 
still the case.

‘Funding for taxi drivers, retail, brewers, 
the wedding sector, culture organisations 
and others will be available this month.

‘We recognise those businesses are waiting 
for funding they desperately need and we 
are working with local authorities and other 
partners to accelerate delivery.’

Mr Cameron said he is ‘particularly 
worried’ about funds reaching tourism and 
hospitality businesses which have had to 
close, as they are important to the Highlands 
and Islands economy. ‘We need to see far 
more urgency in terms of business support 
and the administrative log jams must be 
broken down. � is is no time for red tape and 
bureaucracy,’ said Mr Cameron.

Kate Forbes MSP, cabinet secretary for � -
nance at the Scottish Parliament, announced 
a signi� cant top-up to the grant support 
already available to hospitality, retail and 
leisure businesses across Scotland closed by 
level four restrictions.

Do you have a business that, through no fault of 
your own, � nds itself confronting various pressing 
business problems as a direct result of the government 
restrictions to quell the spread of COVID-19?

CALL OUR DEDICATED HELPLINE
There are various options available to businesses and 
if you need a sounding board or to speak to a � nancial 
expert about your options, we are here to listen and 
o� er free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

4 High Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478
168 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000

{                                      }Wylie & Bisset giving free business advice 
to steer Scottish businesses through 

the Coronavirus crisis

Call now on 
0141 566 7096

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Allan Miller organised the peaceful protest.
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FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

WEATHER 
Thursday 
Sleet showers and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 2°C to 5ºC.

Friday 
Sleet showers and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 1°C to 5ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK
Saturday 
Sleet showers and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 1ºC to 3ºC.

Sunday
Sleet showers and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 1ºC to 5ºC.

HIGH LOW

5 1
MPH11

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday 21 January, 2021 are listed below 
with diff erences for major ports listed alongside. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

� umbing through the property for sale pages 
of the glossies is as popular now as it has always 
been. 

Clever images and virtual � ights by drones 
catch the eye and lure and entertain the arm-
chair voyeurs who enjoy cooing and cawing 
over their neighbour’s furnishings and kitch-
ens, leaving the more serious to hurry along 
to the estate agent’s o�  ce to arrange an actual 
inspection.   

But how was it done in the days before high 
quality colour printing and when viewing was 
more di�  cult? � e answer was the power and 
style of the written word conjuring up a far 
greater and exciting picture.

In our digital day and age of iPhones and 
tablets, of Facebook and text messages, it has 
become all too easy to forget how important 
the written word is. So why does it matter? It’s 
only, as Shakespeare would say, ‘words, words, 
words’. 

� e thing is, words and phrases don’t just 
convey meaning neutrally, they also convey 
emotions, values and shared culture and 
in� uencing the way language is used can also 
in� uence the way people think and feel. � e 
negative side of this was chillingly illustrated 
by George Orwell in Nineteen Eighty-Four, 
written when he was living on Jura.  But manip-
ulating language doesn’t have to be the preserve 
of Big Brother. � e right words can make people 
laugh or cry or buy products or services. � at’s 
true of the spoken word, but even more of the 
written word, which doesn’t come and go before 
we notice. Some people assume new technology 
is making the written word obsolete, but in 
reality we’re just as reliant on it as ever, if not 
more so. A� er all, today the written word can 
be seen all around the world within minutes of 
being created. In business, the way you phrase 
your writing can make the di� erence between 
success or failure.

One of the best examples is a rare set of 
particulars of historical interest put together 
in 1904 by McClure, Naismith, Brodie & Co, 
St Vincent Street, Glasgow, for two brothers, 
� omas Henry and Horace Newton who owned 
Glencripesdale Estate on the south shore of 

Loch Sunart in Morvern. It comprises 14 pages 
of cleverly placed bold text, capitals, italics and 
horizontal lines, two hazy photographs and a 
map. All in pure monotone but a masterpiece of 
its kind and worthy of reproducing in full as the 
estate has long since been broken up, the main 
house demolished, the site grassed-over and 
much of the main glen and large bits of Laudale 
covered in Sitka spruce.

‘Western Highlands of Scotland; particulars 
and conditions of the grand freehold sporting 
estate of Glencripesdale with Laudale, Kinloch-
Teacuis, Rahoy and the Island of Carna, in 
the district of Morven (sic) County of Argyll. 
Extending over twenty-six thousand acres, 
including a � ne deer forest and grouse moor 
stretching for about twenty miles along the 
shores of Lochs Sunart and Teacuis, with 
well-arranged and commodious shooting 
lodge, factor’s house [Laudale],  small shooting 

box [Rahoy], kennels, several cottages and farm 
buildings, which will be sold by auction by 
Messrs Edwin Fox and Bous� eld at the mart, 
Tokenhouse Yard, in the City of London, on 
Wednesday, the 26th day of October, 1904. Sale 
commencing at two o’clock precisely.  

‘� e whole of the growing timber, timberlike 
and other trees, plantations and underwood 
will be included in the sale. � e iron fencing 
on the estate and all landlord’s � xtures, grates, 
blinds and cornice poles, will be included in the 
sale. � e purchaser will be bound to take over 
at a valuation the sheep and farm stocks and 
farm implements, & cut and dressed trees for 
fencing, and also the furniture and plenishings 
in Glencripesdale House and other houses 
occupied by the vendors. Mr John A Fletcher 
[factor],  Laudale, will arrange for the bounda-
ries being pointed out to intending purchasers 
on receiving at least one day’s previous notice. 

‘Particulars of the freehold Estate of 
Glencripesdale, comprising forty-one square 
miles forms one of the grandest and most 
important sporting domains in the world 
renowned West Highlands of Scotland. It was 
chosen by its present owners (and their deceased 
brother) upwards of 30 years ago, owning to its 
numerous very charming characteristics and 
its remoteness from places usually resorted to 
by pleasure seekers and tourists. � e march of 
events during the last 30 years has rendered the 
property much more accessible than formerly, 
but its unique privacy, which still remains, is 
one of its greatest attractions. 

‘When the present owners originally pur-
chased Glencripesdale, it included Kinloch-
Teacuis and Rahoy only – the beautiful glen, 
which being the largest watershed on the 
property, has now lent its name to the whole – 
and it was only a� er having realised the many 
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryearsOld and new advertising techniques – part 1

We love this photograph, which we found in our archive. It seems to have been taken 
in the late 1960s, early ‘70s. It initially ran in the paper in 2013 when Mary Anderson of 
Broadford in Skye told us: ‘The man with the pipe is Alec Fisher, his wife Ishbel is the 
lady next to him in the slippers. The couple ran Ashbank Guesthouse in Torrin, Skye. The 
lady in the yellow overall is Ishbel’s mother, Mrs Stoddart, otherwise known as ‘Grannie’ 
Kelly. The young woman is Mary Choard, who was married to Mick Elsom, second from 
right. The other two young men are Andy and James Cowie, on holiday from Aldridge, 
Walsall. The families holidayed on Skye for more than 20 years, staying with Mrs 
Stoddart in Kilbride. The rest stayed with Mrs Anderson in Torrin.’

We found this old 
postcard  in our archive, 
which shows Ganavan 
when the pavilion was 
still there. There was 
plenty of parking space 
for caravans and cars, 
something that was 
recently being called 
for. With readers now 
being asked to have 
their say on how to 
develop the area for 
everyone’s bene� t, we 
thought you’d like to 
see this.

delights incidental to the ownership of the es-
tate, that they subsequently availed themselves 
of opportunities of adding to it the adjoining 
properties respectively known as Laudale, 
Liddesdale and the Island of Carna, forming 
together a truly charming and delightful tract 
of territory, standing almost without a rival in 
the British Isles. 

‘� e entire extent of the property is over 
26,000 acres of deer forest and grouse moor, 
with mountains, hanging woods, parks and 
pasturage for cattle and sheep. � ere is excellent 
� shing in the lochs and unequalled facilities for 
yachting. � e property is bounded on the south, 
west and north by the beautiful Lochs Sunart 
and Teacuis, rising from the shore to an altitude 
of 1,800 feet, and clothed to the water’s edge at 
many points by well-grown woods and copses 
– the home of red deer – intersected by lovely 
glens with their beauteous burns and cascades.  
� ere is a most comfortable, well-planned and 
spacious residence, suitable for the occupation 
of a large family, and taken as a whole the 

property presents to the man of means, with 
sporting proclivities, a charming and delightful 
possession. Glencripesdale House is commodi-
ous and conveniently arranged for the comfort 
and accommodation of a large family and party 
of guests. � e site was most judiciously chosen  
and is a plateau of considerable size 112 feet 
above the loch and well sheltered on all sides. It 
is approached from the shore by a well-formed 
wide gravel path about six hundred yards in 
length, of easy gradient, through luxuriant  
plantations and natural woods, and from the 
yacht moorings by a broad and capitally engi-
neered drive through woods, across the burn 
by an ornamental bridge. � e views from this 
plateau are entrancingly beautiful – the woods 
around with vistas through the dense foliage to 
the loch below, and the serried outline of the far-
away mountains, varying under di� erent lights 
and shades, for a striking contrast to the heath-
er-covered slopes between the house and the 
rough rugged grey of the rocky hillsides beyond. 
                                                      To be continued.

Left: Glencripesdale House in all its splendour and, above, some of the Newton’s herd of 
pedigree cattle in Glen Cripesdale. Photographs supplied by Iain Thornber.
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� e northwest Highlands is an 
area unlike any other on earth.

Beyond the bustling, choked 
streets of Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, past the picturesque 
and well-trodden mountains 
and valleys of Argyll and 
Lochaber lies a very di� erent 
place.

Small Country was shot 
between Kyle of Lochalsh and 
Cape Wrath and edited be-
tween spring 2019 and winter 
2020 by Orcadian Gregor D 
Sinclair. It was produced by 
Scotica Film Ltd, featuring 
the transcendent and ethereal 
music of Richard Skelton.

Wild, storm-weathered 
wildernesses of rock, heather 
and bog stretch north for 
hundreds of miles. � is place, 

Filmmaker revisits ‘Small 
Country’ for documentary

Small Country, shot and edited by Gregor D Sinclair, is an exploration of this land, its people 
and the future they face. 

which lays claim to the lowest 
population density in Western 
Europe, nevertheless supports 
a people with a proud history, 

culture and industry, who 
depend on the land around 
them as much as it depends on 
them. � e people and the land, 

inextricably linked, now face  
challenges of an unprecedented 
nature and scale: mass tourism, 
widespread ecological destruc-

tion and a declining and ageing 
population.

Small Country is an explo-
ration of this land, its people 
and the future they now face. 
Following the lives and work 
of those who depend most on 
this landscape, including � sh-
ermen, farmers and guides, the 
true scale of the changes that 
have gripped the northwest 
are seen, the disappearance of 
tight-knit cro� ing communi-
ties and the rise of industrial 
exploitation. � is is a country 
growing like never before.

Using the 1944 documentary 
� e Cro� ers as a cultural 
springboard, the � lm exam-
ines how the rise and fall of 
industries such as agriculture, 
� shing and estates over the 
past half-century, and more 
recently the explosion of fast 
tourism and Brexit, have le�  

the northwest at a critical turn-
ing point before an uncertain 
future.

Debates such as land use, 
rewilding, protections and vis-
itor management are becoming 
ever more polarised and few 
can agree a path forward.

Director Gregor D Sinclair 
said: ‘I’ve wanted the voices of 
small, remote communities to 
be heard ever since I le�  mine 
and realised they weren’t. With 
Small Country, I aim to relay 
the stories and beliefs of those 
who actually live and work on 
this land. � e central message 
of the � lm, if there is one, is 
that no one view is more or less 
valuable than another.’

� e � lm is to be released 
at festivals and screenings 
throughout 2021. For more 
information about the � lm, 
visit www.scotica.� lm
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Robert in lockdown
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Oban couple Keep Calm 
and Ceilidh On virtually
An Oban couple, who 
would usually be giv-
ing performances to 
international audi-
ences are, instead, 
bringing Scotland 
to the world with a 
virtual ceilidh.

Imagine Alba Tours 
and Media, owned by Rab 
and Michelle Woods, will 
present A Burns Night Hooley 
on YouTube, premiering 
on Saturday January 23, at 
9pm. � e couple will host 
the evening’s entertainment, 
which is free to view, from 
their home in Lerags, per-
forming music celebrating 
Robert Burns.

Michelle said: ‘Live music 
was one of the � rst fun things 
to go during lockdown and 
it will be among the last to 
return. Musicians have missed 
playing and fans have missed 
hearing, so we hope our virtu-
al ceilidh will bring everyone a 
much-needed bit of cheer.’

Joining the duo by video link 
are Oban’s own � e Cruachan 
Ceilidh Band, � e King’s 
Road, Royal Mod luminary 
Ann Barlow, pictured), Chris 

Beveridge and Rosie 
Lindsay, as well 

as Hireath, a 
family singing 
group from 
Minnesota made 
up of Georgette, 

T’Shael, Piper 
and Geordan 

MacDougal Jones, all 
active in the Clan MacDougall 
Society of North America.

‘We are really excited about 
this line-up of fantastic mu-
sicians,’ said Rab. ‘We have 
Argyll’s � nest traditional 
players collaborating on some 
of Burns’ most popular songs, 
along with tunes from the 
Borders, a bit of storytelling 
and a surprise or two.’

� e Imagine Alba Virtual 
Ceilidh: A Burns Night Hooley 
premieres on Saturday at 9pm 
on the Imagine Alba YouTube 
channel with live chat 
throughout the event. A� er 
that, the video will be available 
anytime. � e show is free, but 
donations will be welcome 
to help the players, who are 
currently unable to work.

For a link to the show, visit 
www.imaginealba.com. 

Over the last few days, I’ve 
found my mind wandering 
back to great memories made 
at Celtic Connections in years 
gone by - before the global 
pandemic forced live music 
into this frustrating hiatus.

� e festival got under way 
last week with some superb 
online concerts.

Every year, I head along to a 
few shows to try and include 
a � avour of the festival in this 
column for those who can’t 
make it to Glasgow to see for 
themselves.

� is year, though, you can 
check the festival out for your-
self wherever you are in the 
world if you take a gander over 
to www.celticconnections.com 
- so I think this column would 
be best served over the coming 
weeks simply sharing some of 
my own memories from Celtic 
Connections in years gone by.

Some of those memories 
have been incredible musical 
experiences - performing with 
huge line ups - even orchestras 
- in the numerous world class 
venues Glasgow has to o� er.

Most, though, are simply of 
laughs, stories and friendships 
shared backstage or in the bar.

Cathy Ann MacPhee 
and I at Celtic 
Connections 2014. 

I will start by going back a 
few years. � e accompanying 
photograph to this week’s 
article is of myself and the leg-
endary Cathy Ann MacPhee 
moments before we sang on-
stage together in the City Halls 
back in 2014.

I had long been a fan of Cathy 
Ann’s singing but this was the 
� rst time I had met her as 
she had come over from her 
home in Canada especially 
for the festival. � e concert 
was called � e Clyde and the 
Commonwealth and featured 
singers including James 
Graham, Ceitlin LR Smith and 
Gillebrìde MacMillan - my uni 
lecturer at the time.

� e songs were accompanied 
by an all-star band directed 
by Brian MacAlpine and a 
mass Gaelic choir conducted 
by Kenny � omson. It really 
was an incredible sound, but 
what I remember most is the 
camaraderie between all the 
artists backstage.

I had not long turned 20 and 
was feeling the pressure and 
nerves that come with singing 
on such a big stage, in front 
of a full house and with the 
backing of so many musicians 

and choristers who you feel 
are relying on you to get your 
songs right.

Cathy Ann spotted me pac-
ing up and down, practising 
my words under my breath and 
breathing erratically. ‘Robert, 
m’ eudail,’ she said, as she put 
her arm around me. ‘Are you 
nervous?’

I answered perfectly honestly 
and with a token Gaelic word: 
‘Cathy Ann, I have to admit - 
I’m absolutely cac-ing myself!’ 

I remember her laughing then 
saying: ‘Well I’ll tell you how 
to calm the nerves. Take a 
big deep breath. Hold it for a 
while. And exhale. Now do it 
again. Big deep breath. Hold it 
for a while. Now release. And 
one more time…’

I followed her instructions 
faithfully and, within no time, 
I was telling her how calm and 
relaxed I felt. ‘Good Robert,’ 
she smiled. ‘Now you can cac 
yourself!’

Across Argyll and Bute Stop Smoking Advisors delivering the Quit Your Way Stop 
Smoking services are there to help you have a healthy start to 2021. An important role 
for this team is encouraging people to never start smoking as well as helping those 
who do to “quit their way” as part of the team’s e� ort to work towards the Scottish 
Government’s aim of a tobacco free generation by 2034.

The Argyll and Bute team take great pride in helping people make life changing steps 
to give up smoking for good. Becoming Smoke Free has immediate health bene� ts 
such as a lower heart rate, improved carbon monoxide levels and a better sense of taste 
and smell. Within weeks improvements can be experienced in coughing, breathing 
and lung function. For those who have asthma, after stopping smoking for a few weeks 
the severity of asthma attacks reduce. Within a year, stopping smoking can result 
in improvements for people with mild to moderate Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease (COPD) and reduce the risk of coronary heart disease by 50%!

Making that � rst appointment with an Advisor can feel like a really big step so all 
clients will be welcomed, supported and listened to – everyone’s journey is di� erent so 
Advisors will provide a bespoke stop smoking programme for every individual client. 
Advisors will explain that the NHS Quit Your Way Stop Smoking Service is free, support-
ive, non-judgemental and is generally provided over a 12- week programme. Regular 

contact is made throughout this duration to 
review each individual’s progress and any 
challenges that arise.
Advisors work with clients to � nd out what their 
goals are, what motivates them and how to 
successfully help them stop for good.
Advisors also talk through the medications 
available, discuss what would work best for the 
client and arrange for these to be prescribed.

Contact Us | Smoke Free Highland

If you’d like to stop smoking, please complete the 
form, and your local advisor will get in touch with you.

https://www.smokefreehighland.scot.nhs.uk/contact/

If you would like to talk to someone directly, contact 
our local advisor Kathy Graham on 07972678923

NHS Highland Number on 

08457 573 077
Mon-Fri 9-5pm
Email: nhsh.absmokefreeservices@nhs.scot

Being smoke free will also improve the health of family and friends exposed to second 
hand smoke. Savings of several thousands of pounds each year can be made, allowing 
your wallet to be much healthier too!

The team are aware many smokers are worrying about Covid-19 and the risk of more 
severe symptoms which is why it’s an important time to get this message out.

If you are thinking about stopping smoking, would like more information or would like 
to speak to someone about your smoking habits the team would encourage you to get 
in touch.

Evidence shows that you are four 
times more likely to stop smoking 
when supported by a Stop Smoking 
Advisor so don’t delay that quit any 
longer, the team are here for you to 
start 2021 smoke free!
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10 Plied with lubricant (5)

11 Way out (5)

12 Freeze (3,4)

13 Suggestive using a second meaning (11)

18 Loud belch from a ship (7)

20 The spread from the centre of a flower (5)

22 Word with ear or peace (5)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3 Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 

For requests, competitions or questions please call us 
on 01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

MONDAY:  8am-12pm  Breakfast show with Stephen
 12-3pm  Lunch with Bob G
 4.45pm-5pm Talking Papers
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Marcus
 7pm-8pm  Highland Fling with Rosemary
 8pm-9pm  Calum McLuckies Show
 9pm  David Cullen Show
TUESDAY:  8am-10am Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-12.30pm Ken Hunter
 1pm-3pm  Macky on FM
 3pm-5pm  Mental Musings with Mer & Vicky
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Bob G
 7pm-8pm  Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
 8pm-9pm  Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
WEDNESDAY:  8am-11am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 11am-1pm  Comfort Zone with Lesley
 1pm-3pm  Doug in the afternoon
 4pm-7pm  Drive Times with Campbell
 7pm-9pm Country meets Rock N Roll with Len
 9pm  Gordon’s Grooves
THURDAY:  8am-11am  Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
 11am-2pm  Lunch Show with Steve
 3pm-7pm  Drive Time with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  Christine’s Collections
 9pm-10pm Ann’s Ceilidh
 10pm  Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Ana & Phill
 10am-1pm  The Brunch Show With Archie
 1pm-1.15pm  Talking Papers
 4pm-6:45pm  Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry
 6:45pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
 10pm Late  Show with Jay.
SATURDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Saturday Morning Live with Linda
 3pm-6pm  Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
 6pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Dave Hobbs
SUNDAY:  9am-11am  Sunday Morning with Breege
 11am-2pm  Sunday Brunch with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
 9pm  Drum & Bass with Graham.

Well-known actor and theatre 
director Alasdair McCrone of 
Tobermory has been appoint-
ed the new programming and 
events o�  cer at � e Rock� eld 
Centre (TRC), writes Alison 
Chadwick.

� e new position coincides 
with the new year and will see 
Alasdair join the small and 
enthusiastic core team taking 
the centre forward in 2021.

Alasdair ran the Mull � eatre 
company for more than 20 
years. He also had overall 
responsibility for Comar, a 
multi-artform organisation, 
and has broad ranging experi-
ence in working with arts and 
heritage partners.

With arts and culture and 
history and heritage two of 
the four key themes of the 
Oban community hub, his ex-
perience will be invaluable in 
meeting the challenges of the 

An Tobar and Mull � eatre are 
brightening up those January 
lockdown blues by re-releasing 
their Emergence 2020 season.

Two new plays for the theatre, 
staged and � lmed for a digital 
run last October, are making a 
comeback.

Following the success of 
the plays last year, Strange 
Rocks by Oliver Emanuel 
and Undocumented by Anita 
Vettesse, will be available from 
January 22 to January 29 from 
the comfort of home. Both 
plays are directed by Mull 
� eatre’s director for 2020/21, 
Beth Morton, and performed 
by Ashley Smith (Scot Squad) 
and Simon Donaldson 
(Outlander and Scot Squad).

Emergence is two stories of 
humanity that draw on ideas 
of isolation, connectivity, loss, 
change and hope.

Strange Rocks looks at 
imagination and connection. 
Taking place over one night 
in spring, two strangers recall 
what happened to them in 

their pasts and try to � gure out 
what the future might hold. 
Undocumented is a hopeful 
love story, of sorts, about two 

people � nding the strength to 
let go of the past and look to 
the future.

Beth said: ‘Emergence for me 

is all about the spaces in be-
tween a world we are familiar 
with and an unknown world 
of the future that we’re looking 
towards and our basic human 
need for one another.

‘We seem to still be existing 
in this limbo at the moment 
but our need for stories, 
theatre and connectivity are, 
of course, as ever present as 
always.

‘When we embarked on 
making Strange Rocks and 
Undocumented last autumn 
it was partly in celebration 
of � nding new ways to make 
exciting new work for our 
audiences to look forward to 
and by presenting the plays on 
our digital stage again during 
a time of a national lockdown 
we celebrate all the incredible 
artists and theatre makers out 
there who have once again 
been stopped in their tracks.’

Here’s what the press said 

Former Mull Theatre 
director joins Rock� eld

Popular An Tobar plays 
re-emerge for new season

Alasdair McCrone.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Both plays are performed by 
Ashley Smith (Scot Squad) 
and Simon Donaldson 
(Outlander and Scot Squad).

year ahead and for the future 
of the Rock� eld Centre.

Eleanor MacKinnon, tran-
sition manager for TRC, said: 
‘We are delighted to appoint 
Alasdair, who brings many 
years of experience to the 
Rock� eld Centre. 

‘We’ve had a di�  cult year 

with Covid-19 in common 
with all other community hubs 
and partner organisations. 
However, with Alasdair taking 
forward our programming for 
next year, and our excellent 
small team in place, we feel 
con� dent of a brighter 2021 all 
round.’

Alasdair commented: ‘I’m so 
looking forward to joining this 
brilliant team of people who 
have done such a remarkable 
job already to breathe new life 
into this wonderful building. 

‘� e Rock� eld Centre is 
about to enter an exciting new 
phase of its development and 
is sure to become a key part of 
the cultural and social life of 
Oban and Argyll in the years 
to come. 

‘� e centre has already 
shown its � exibility, deter-
mination and wide-ranging 
ambition in the work it has 

delivered, even during the 
pandemic.

‘I look forward to helping to 
build on this to develop an ex-
citing and diverse programme 
of professional and communi-
ty events throughout the year 
and to helping establish the 
Rock� eld Centre and Oban as 
the place to be, see, do and be 
part of.’

Meanwhile, with capital 
work completed, the � nal � t 
out now begins. 

Fundraising continues for 
all the � nishing touches, from 
curtains, blinds and kitchen 
equipment to the sound and 
lights. 

� e centre’s website is 
constantly updated, with the 
addition this week of a short 
� lm tour of the building.

Please support this next stage 
by visiting the website www.
therock� eldcentre.org.uk
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DIARDAOIN 21 am Faoilleach  / 
THURSDAY 21 January 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming 
19.00 Turas a Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An La NEWS
20.30 An Lot- An Glasadh (rpt)
21.00 NEW Na Glèidheadairean
22.00 Ceol Dùthchasach (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DIHAOINE 22 am Faoilleach / FRIDAY 
22 January
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming 
19.00 An La NEWS
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30  Machair (rpt)
20.00 Cearcall (rpt)
20.30 Garradh Phadruig (rpt)
21.00 Around Scotland: Hebrides (rpt)
22.00 State of Happiness: Treasure Hunt (rpt)
22.45 NEW ALT 
23.00  Niteworks: Obair Oidhche (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 23 am Faoilleach / 
SATURDAY 23 January 
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18.00 Oran na Mara (Song of the Sea) (rpt)
19.35 Binneas Na Trads (rpt)
19.45 Sgeul Slainte (rpt)
20.00 Cearcall (rpt)
20.30 Leugh Mi  (rpt)
21.00 Skipinnish aig Barrowland  (rpt)
22.00 Highlands – Scotland’s Wild Heart (rpt)
23.00 Tatu Rioghail Dhun Eideann 2017 (rpt)
00.35  Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (Highlights) (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 24 am Faoilleach / 
SUNDAY 24 January  
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
18.15 An La - NEWS  
18.30 Seachd La/ News Review
19.30 Alleluia (rpt)
20.00 An Lot – An Glasadh (rpt)
20.30 Na Tiristich (From Tiree with Love) (rpt)
21.00 A’ Sireadh Sascha (rpt)
22.00 Na Gleidheadairean (The Animal Keepers)  
 (rpt)
23.00 State of Happiness: Treasure Hunt (rpt)
23.45 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan Highlights   
 (rpt)

DILUAIN 25 am Faoilleach / MONDAY 
25 January 
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19:00 Dealbhan Fraoich/ Heathers Portraits (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An La – NEWS
20.30 NEW Gàrradh Phàdruig 
21.00 NEW Teicheadh bho Loch Nis/ Escape from  
 Loch Ness
21.50 Tha Thu air Aigeann M’ Inntinn (rpt)
22.00 NEW Cuirm@Celtic Connections: Bard   
 Mhealboist
22.30 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
23.15 Sgeul Slainte (rpt)
23.30  TradFest (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 26 am Faoilleach/ TUESDAY 
26 January 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain/ The Salmon’s Journey (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)

20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Na Tiristich (from Tiree with Love) (rpt)
21.00 An Ceasnachadh (rpt)
22.00 Teicheadh bho Loch Nis/ Escape from Loch  
 Ness (rpt)
22.50 Tha Thu air Aigeann M’ Inntinn (rpt)
22.55 Celtic Connections (rpt)
23.05 Machair (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia

DICIADAIN 27 Am Faoilleach   / 
WEDNESDAY 27 January 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19.00 Dealbhan Fraoich/ Heather’s Portraits (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
21.45 Sgeul Slàinte (rpt)
22.00 NEW Scottish Premiership – Dundee   
 United v St Mirren 
23.45 Tha Thu air Aigeann M’ Inntinn (rpt)
23.50  Celtic Connections (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 28 am Faoilleach  / 
THURSDAY 28 January 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19.00 Turas  a’Bhradain/ The Salmon’s Journey  
 (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 NEW (Eorpa/ European Current A� airs
21.00 Na Gleidheadairean (The Animal Keepers)  
 (rpt)
22.00 Ceol Duthchasach/ Ken Burn’s Country   
 Music (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

Popular An Tobar plays 
re-emerge for new season

about the digital plays last 
year: ‘Beth Morton’s direction 
delivers a markedly di� erent 
tone for each, using minimal 
viewpoint changes so the 
whole thing feels theatrical, 
while Jamie Wardrop’s 
lighting of Strange Rocks in 
warm orange and blue is also 
particularly striking.’ – THE 
STAGE

‘Vettesse’s drama is largely 
driven by a powerful mono-
logue, beautifully delivered 
by Ashley Smith.’ – THE 
SCOTSMAN

‘...in both plays, Ashley Smith 
and Simon Donaldson achieve 
an intensity of performance 
that would make any thea-
tre-lover ache for the moment 
when we can get back into the 
same room as the performers 
we love to watch...’ – THE 
SCOTSMAN

‘Strange Rocks is a prime ex-
ample of both � lm and theatre 
mediums working in complete 
harmony.’ – A YOUNGER 
THEATRE

Strange Rocks and 
Undocumented will run on-
line from January 22 to 29.

First-class performance 
from National Theatre‘s 
digital drama resources
� e National � eatre is 
continuing its commitment 
to supporting teachers and 
young people across the UK 
with at-home digital resources 
and learning opportunities in 
2021, writes Fiona Scott.

From full-length produc-
tions available to stream, a 
playwriting course, online ac-
tivities for primary-age pupils, 
resources exploring backstage 
theatre and the annual Drama 
Teacher Conference – now 
online – there is something for 
students and teachers.

� e National � eatre 
Collection is a digital library 
of 30 world-class produc-
tions available to schools 
and universities worldwide. 
Productions include adap-
tations such as Small Island 
and Jane Eyre, Shakespearean 
tragedies Othello and King 
Lear, American classics such 
as A Streetcar Named Desire 
(Young Vic) and productions 
especially adapted for primary 
schools.

National � eatre Collection 
is available free of charge 
for state schools and further 
education colleges across the 
UK through Bloomsbury 
Publishing’s Drama Online 
platform and teachers can 
share log-in details with 
students to watch productions 
from home when remote 
learning. Other academic in-
stitutions, including libraries, 

universities, independent and 
international schools, can 
access the National � eatre 
Collection via a one-time 
payment for the full collection, 
or via an annual subscription 
in partnership with ProQuest 
and Bloomsbury.

To discover NT Learning’s 
range of digital resources 
including the New Views play-
writing course with scripts, 
video collections about 
theatre-making, digital ex-
hibitions, recorded talks and 
resource packs exploring NT 
productions visit  www.na-
tionaltheatre.org.uk/learning/
at-home

Alice King-Farlow, Director 
of Learning at the National 
� eatre said: ‘We are inspired 
by the way drama teachers 
have adapted to deliver the 
subject in new ways and 
hope the National � eatre 
Collection will give young 
people a chance to explore 
landmark productions while 
theatres remain closed.’
 The National Theatre Collection 
is supported by Bank of America, 
the Mohn Westlake Foundation, 
the Stavros Niarchos Foundation, 
Fondation Ho� mann, Sidney E Frank 
Foundation, The Attwood Education 
Foundation, The Candide Trust, The 
Cranshaw Corporation for Mrs Robert 
I MacDonald, Graham and Joanna 
Barker, The Borrows Charitable Trust, 
Barbara G Fleischman, Linda Hackett 
and NT Collection Syndicate members.

A Streetcar Named Desire, by Tennessee Williams, was 
� lmed at The Young Vic Theatre, in 2014. Photograph: Johan Persson.

This year’s annual Drama Teacher Conference will be held 
digitally during the February half-term. Photograph from last year’s 

February conference.

Mull � lmmaker 
needs your vote
Catriona MacLeod is an 
award-winning performer and 
� lmmaker from Tobermory 
who, in collaboration with 
Glasgow-based actor Misha 
McCullagh, made her � rst 
short � lm remotely during 
lockdown as part of � e End, a 
collaborative drama series that 
champions Scottish women 
in � lm. 

It has since enjoyed global at-
tention, having been o�  cially 
selected for Venice Shorts Film 
Festival in Los Angeles.

Filmed on an iPhone, 
directed over Zoom and 
edited on a dying laptop 
in the middle of a global 
pandemic, HOWL is a juggling 
act between the artist and 
their audience, and the artist 
with themselves, challenging 
what consumers expect from 
entertainers, and what they 
expect from theirselves, living 
through a pandemic.

Shortlisted for WhoUKnow 
Creative Festival award 2021, 
the girls need help with votes. 
Go to lnkd.in/d-XTJ5n to 
watch HOWL and vote for 
them. Entries close tomorrow, 
January 22.
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1st Steps Nursery is a safe, happy, 
caring and stimulating environment, 
where all the sta� want the best for the 
children and parents.

It has been described as a ‘little 
paradise’, where every detail has been 
thought about to make sure every 
child has the best possible start in life. 
In our loving, caring environment, 
our children are listened to, respected 
and valued.

At 1st Steps we believe that the 
chance to learn is all around us and 
every child should grow in their own 
unique way, exploring their own abil-
ities without limitations and that is 
why our indoor and outdoor learning 
environments are specially designed 
to inspire.

In the established mature garden 
children can play, be active and 
grow their own plants, fruit and 
vegetables. Children are then able to 
prepare some of their own produce 
and taste it.

1st Steps Nursery is committed to 
providing nutritious healthy meals for 
children in a setting that allows them 
to share meal times together, includ-
ing breakfast, lunch and tea daily.

Oban’s 1st Steps Day Nursery
A place to learn, play and imagine

With Covid-19 rules changing 
frequently to match circum-
stances there is something we 
can know for sure – that one 
day this will all be over and our 
children need to be ready to go 
back into education.

So make sure you are ready 
for registration!

Early learning and childcare 
(ELC) is free to families and 
is funded via the Scottish 
Government.

ELC registration in Argyll 
and Bute will take place 
online  during the week com-
mencing Monday January 25 
2021.  See the council website 
for more details and there is a 
helpline on 01369 708503.

Across the council area there 
are 51 ELC settings based in 
primary schools, which o�er 
hours in the morning and all 
day, and four stand-alone 
premises, and one outdoor 
nursery. 

Argyll and Bute Early Years 
is currently in partnership 
with 25 providers o�ering 
quality ELC within the private, 
voluntary and independent 
sector. �is also includes two 
outdoor nurseries. 

IT’S EASY 
AS

Children born between March 1, 2018 and February 28, 2019  
are eligible for funded early learning and childcare from August 2021  

until June 2022, depending on the date of their third birthday. 
Now is the time to be thinking about  

registering your child’s place

Remember to have your child’s birth  
certi�cate ready when registering!

Extra help
Eligible two-year-olds 
from households in receipt 
of certain bene�ts, and 
children who are looked 
a�er or the subject or a 
kinship care or guardian-
ship order, maybe entitled 
to a funded early learning 
and childcare place.
�ere is no obligation to 
provide transport for ELC 
tots, but in Argyll and 
Bute the council recog-
nises it is a unique rural 
area and in ‘exceptional 
transport di�culties’ 
parents can receive help. 
Call the helpline on 01369 
708503.

�ey are joined by 25 
childminders who are com-
missioned by the council to 
provide ELC for eligible two-
year-olds plus 16 childminders 
who are commissioned by 
Argyll and Bute to provide ELC 
for three- and four-year-olds.

In Highland there are more 
than 245 ELC providers. �e 
Highland Council’s enrolment 

week begins on Monday 
February 8 and concludes on 
Friday February 12.

For the Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, Western Isles 
Council, area dates for en-
rolment vary, so please check 
with the nursery or childcare 
provider or call the Education 
and Children’s Services Early 
Years o�ce on 01851 822655.

Did you know?
Argyll and Bute Council is one of �ve local authorities  
in Scotland working with the Scottish Government  

on a pilot scheme for extending ELC.



�e Oban Times
Thursday 21 January 202124 OPEN FOR BUSINESS

We are publishing this information in association with BID4OBAN and ObanFM, supported by the Scotland’s Towns Partnership. 
Helping to provide resilience for our local business community. Many of these businesses are working under extreme pressure 

to bring quality products and services to the people of Oban and beyond. 
Please remember to exercise caution when shopping and only shop for essential supplies. Along with our wonderful NHS sta# 

and carers, our local food, fuel, news platforms and home supply businesses are our community champions!OPEN FOR

We are publishing this information in 
association with BID4OBAN ObanFM, 
supported by the Scotland’s Towns 
Partnership. Helping to provide resil-
ience for our local business community. 
Many of these businesses are working 
under extreme pressure to bring quality 
products and services to the people of 
Oban and beyond. 

Please remember to exercise caution 
when shopping and only shop for 
essential supplies. Along with our 
wonderful NHS sta� and carers, our local 
food, fuel, news platforms and home 
supply businesses are our community 
champions!

We realise that many more businesses 
would love to be open, serving locals 
and visitors alike – our deepest empathy 
goes out to these businesses and we 
look forward to seeing their doors wide 
open when this is all over.

Please feel free to get in touch with us if 
you would like to feature your business, 
or know a business that should be 
included. Email adverts@obantimes.
co.uk.  Let’s spread the word as much as 
we can!

PLEASE NOTE: You should wear a face 
covering in an enclosed space or where 
you will come into contact with people 
outside your household or support 
bubble and most businesses require you 
to call prior to attending their stores/
shop. 

BANKS
Most banks and building centres have 
put crowd control measures in place. 
Please remember to wear face coverings 
in enclosed spaces. 

BANK OF SCOTLAND PLC
Station Rd, Oban
Mon-Fri 9.30am-2pm

CLYDESDALE BANK PLC
6 Argyll Sq, Oban
Mon-Fri 10am-3pm

ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND PLC
26 George St, Oban
Mon-Fri  10am-3pm

TSB
31-35 Airds Cr, Oban
Mon-Friday 9.30am-12.30pm/ 
1.30pm-3pm

BUILDING, DIY, HOME, GARDENING & SERVICES

BUILDBASE
Lynn Road, Oban
Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm
Sat 8am-12pm
Specializing in timbers and heavy side 
goods 
Tel: 01631 570518

CITY PLUMBING SUPPLIES
7E Glengallan Rd, Oban
Mon-Fri 7.30am – 5pm
Sat 8am-12pm 
Order by telephone or email. Bathroom 

showroom open by 
appointment.
Tel: 01631 567640

CITY ELECTRICAL FACTORS
Unit 7, Tweed Mill, Soroba 
Rd, Oban
Mon-Fri 7.30am-5.30pm, 
Sat 8.30am-12pm 
www.cef.co.uk 
Tel: 01631 562362

CRAIGARD DÉCOR
Craigard Road, Oban
Mon – Fri  9.00am – 5.30pm
Sat 9am-1pm  
To place an order please telephone the 
shop
Email: antonycave@aol.com
Tel: 01631 562680 

HIGHLAND FASTENERS
23 Stevenson St, Oban
Mon-Fri, 7.30am-5pm
Sat 8am-12pm
Highland Fasteners Ltd o�er a compre-
hensive range of quality workwear and 
tools. We provide a wide range of 
corded and cordless hand and power 
tools, PPE, �xings, fasteners.
Tel: 01631 570584

HIRE & SUPPLIES
1 Mill Lane, Oban
Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm
All your essential supplies & hire 
Face masks and visors, viral and bacterial 
cleaning products, building and DIY 
supplies in stock 
Tel: 01631 566306

HOMEBASE
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Lochavullin 
Dr, Oban 
Click and collect
Sun-Mon 9am-6pm
Tues-Sat 9am-8pm  
www.homebase.co.uk
Tel: 0345 640 7807 

KINLOCHLAICH GARDEN CENTRE
Appin 
Orders for collection or delivery please 
call 07881 525754 or email �ona@
kinlochlaich.plus.com 
Plants include vegetables, fruit, compost, 
shrubs, rhods, azaleas, alpines, and 
bedding plants.

MACLEOD TV
Unit 2, McLeod Building, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban 
o�ce@macleodtv.co.uk 
Tel: 01631 564310

SCREWFIX
Mill Lane, Oban 
Click and Collect service available 
Mon-Sat, 7am-7pm (6pm Sat)
Sun 9am-4pm 
www.screw�x.com
Tel: 03330 112112

WEBSTERS OF OBAN PHOTOGRAPHIC 
CENTRE
122-124 George St, Oban
Professional Photo Centre & Digital 
Camera Repair, passport photos, etc..
Open by appointment
Email: obanphotographic@btconnect.
com 
Tel: 01631 562917

CHEMISTS AND HEALTHCARE
Try to avoid contacting your pharmacy 
by telephone, unless it is essential.

BOOTS THE CHEMIST, GEORGE STREET
34-38 George St, Oban
Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm
Tel: 01631 562517

BOOTS THE CHEMIST, BESIDE DOCTORS
5 Soroba Rd, Oban
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Closed 1pm-2pm 
for lunch
Sat 9am-1pm 
Tel: 01631 564560

GORDON’S CHEMIST
16 George St, Oban
Mon-Sat 10am till 5.30pm. Closed 
1pm-2pm for lunch 
Tel: 01631 562053

JOHN WALLACE OPTICIANS
Argyll Square, Oban
OBAN PRACTICE-Open by appointment 
only. Telephone consultations also 
available.
We’re open, caring for your sight and 
hearing DURING LOCKDOWN and we 
have all the necessary precautions in 
place. 
Tel: 01631 563170

SPECSAVERS
George Street, Oban
Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm
Sun 11am-4pm 
Tel: 01631 567640

FUEL STATIONS & SUPPLIERS
All service stations also stock a vast range 
of food, wine, groceries, confectionery 
and newspapers.

BIRCHWOOD GARAGE
Soroba Road, Oban 
Mon-Sat 6.30am-6pm

HALFWAY HOUSE
A82, Oban 
Mon-Sun 7am till 7pm

HIRE & SUPPLIES
1 Mill Lane, Oban
Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm
Stocking a wide rage of gas bottles and 
heating supplies 
Tel: 01631 566306

OBAN FILLING STATION
Soroba Road, Oban 
Mon- Sat 7am-8pm
Sun 8am-8pm

WEST HIGHLAND GAS LTD
Torrangorm Industrial Estate, Oban 
Supplying Calor, industrial and medical 
gases, coal and wood heating products 
Deliveries and collection 
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Tel: 01631 564050

GARAGES
All garages are sticking to strict 
guidelines, please call beforehand. 

ALL CARS & COMMERCIALS
1 Crannog Lane, Oban
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Tel: 01631 565555

CJ AUTO REPAIRS
Glengallan Industrial Est, Oban
Working to reduced hours, please call
Tel: 01631 566009

FIN’S PLACE
Old Mill Est/Soroba Rd, Oban 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm 
Tyres, brakes, batteries etc 
Tel: 01631 566 220 or 07766 757 013

FLIT
2 Glencruitten Road, Oban 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
Vehicle hire, servicing and bodyshop 
Email: �it@btconnect.com 
Tel: 07810391753

KWIK FIT
Market Street, Oban 
Mon – Fri, 8.30am-6pm (till 5pm Sat)
Sun 10am-4pm 
NHS 10% discount on tyres, servicing 
and batteries 
Tel: 01631 566282

KERRIE’S TYRES
Quarry Rd, Oban 
Mon-Sat 8.30am-5pm 
Tel: 01631 570 000 / 0787 6762631

MCCONECHY’S
21 Lochside St, Oban  
Mon-Sat 8am – 6pm
Email: oban@mcconechys.co.uk
Tel: 01631 570047

MUNRO’S GARAGE
2B Lochavullin Rd, Oban 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm
Sat 9am-12pm
All vehicle servicing, repairs, MOT’s 
Tel: 01631 564463 to book your vehicles 
in.

MORRISON MOTORS
Unit 1 Creran Marine, Barcaldine, Oban 
PA37 1SG 
Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
Vehicle rentals for short and long term 
and all types of motor repairs 
Tel: 07825 581171

RODDY’S GARAGE
15 Mill La, Oban 
Booking ahead by telephone required. 
Tel: 01631 565882

SCOTT ROBERTSON  
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
Quarry Road
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm
Tel: 01631 569441
TRAILWEST
3 Mill Lane, Oban 
Open as normal for repair plus new 
supply and hire of trailers to the 
agricultural industry 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm  
Tel: 01631 563638

LOCAL FRESH FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIERS 
Argyll has a unique natural larder and 
a range of passionate artisans and 
suppliers to choose from. With home 
deliveries too!

ALBA KITCHEN GARDEN
Albany Street, Oban 
Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm
Anything you need, please give us a call 
and if legislation allows we are happy to 
help if we can 
Tel: 01631 563645/ 07778 003833

D WATT & SON
Railway Pier, Oban
Re-opens Tuesday 19th January
Fresh shell�sh and �sh daily
Tues- Sat 9am-1 pm. 
Tel: 01631 562358

GO NAKED VEG ONLINE & SHOP
51 Stevenson St, Oban  
A variety of fresh fruit and vegetables, 
eggs, milk, co�ee, hand soap and 
cleaning products and other essentials.
Shop: Tues – Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm 
For delivery: Order a week ahead if 
possible (up to 3 weeks) 
Website: www.gonakedveg.co.uk
Tel: 01631 358200 / 07585 177444

IAIN DARLING/WYNNE BUTCHERS
4 Combie St, Oban
Mon-Sat 9am-2.30pm
Tel: 01631 567400

JACKSON BUTCHERS
George St, Oban
Tue-Sat 9am-4pm
O�ering FREE home delivery available 
Oban, Dunbeg, Appin  North , Contact 
shop. 
Tel: 01631 562016

MILLSTONE WHOLEFOODS
15 High St, Oban
The Health Food Shop
Mon-Sat 9.15am--5.15pm
Tel: Sa�ron on 01631 562704 or email 
contact@millstonewholefoods.co.uk 

TASTE OF ARGYLL
29 Combie St, Oban
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
FREE home delivery available Oban-
Taynuilt. Contact shop. 
Pre ordered ready meals available
Tel: 07882 226675

THE OBAN BEER SELLER
29 Sta�ord St, Oban 
Independent craft beer shop selling 
a range of fresh, exciting, dynamic, 
innovative, traditional beer.
Deliveries Friday and Saturday and 
allocated collection times from outside 
the shop. Orders placed by email and 
contactless payments.
Up to date information on Facebook and 
Instagram
Tel: 07796 418973, Email: obanbeer-
seller@gmail.com

OBAN FOOD HUB
Locally produced baking, meat, �sh, 
dairy, ales, spirits, co�ee, tea, jams, 
preserves, veg and fruit. Order online by 
midnight Tuesdays ( www.thegreatbrit-
ishfoodhub.com/hubs/oban-1), collect 
Thursdays between 4pm and 6pm from 
Scout Hut behind Cathedral. Safe pick 
up. See Facebook page (Oban Food Hub)  
for news and further information.

YUWU CHINESE TAKEAWAY
60 George St, Oban
Wed-Sun 4pm-8pm
Tel: 01631 565078
Web: www.yuwu.co.uk/take-away/

IT SERVICES
Helping you work from home

MATRIX COMPUTERS
Dunollie Road, Oban 
Providing telephone and remote support 
to home  and business customers, new 
and existing.  
Email info@matrixcomputers.co.uk
Tel: 01631 571571

OBAN COMPUTER SERVICES
Unit 4, Mill Lane, Oban  
The shop is open by appointment. 
Remote support available.  
Tel: 01631 566561
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH

LEGAL, PROPERTY & INSURANCE SERVICES

ANDERSON BANKS  
SOLICITORS & ESTATE AGENTS
(OBAN AND BENBECULA) 
Argyll Square, Oban 
Open 9am-5pm 
Contact us on our usual numbers for 
telephone appts or Skype/Facetime 
video calls can be arranged. 
Oban O�ce: 01631 563158 Email: info@
andersonbanks.co.uk 
Benbecula o�ce: 01870 602061 Email: 
uist@andersonbanks.co.uk

DM MACKINNON  
SOLICITORS & NOTARIES
Station Rd, Oban 
Contact by telephone/email
Tel: 01631 563 014.   
Answering machine service
Email: info@dmmk.co.uk 

JELF CLARKE THOMSON
19 Aird’s Crescent, Oban 
Open for business as usual, 9am-5pm 
Mon to Fri. Whether it’s the renewal of 
an existing policy, enquiries about new 
insurance arrangements, queries on 
cover or guidance on loss prevention 
and risk mitigation, we are here to help.  
Tel: 01631 567675.  
Answering machine service

MACPHEE & PARTNERS
1st Floor, 26 George Street, Oban 
Open Mon-Fri 9am – 5pm 
Tel: 01631 562308 
Email: law@macphee.co.uk

MORHAM & BROTCHIE
We are open while working from home
Mon-Fru 9am - 5.15pm 
Tel: 01631 563 721 
Email: admin@morhambro.co.uk

STEVENSON KENNEDY SOLICITORS
Linndhu House, 19 Stevenson St, Oban  
Open for business as usual but our 
priority has to be the safety of our 
sta� and clients. We can still meet by 
appointment and at a safe distance. 
Tel: 01631 562317 
Email: mail@stevensonkennedy.co.uk

WYLIE & BISSET
4 High Street, Oban
Do you have a business that, through no 
fault of your own, �nds itself confronting 
various pressing business problems as a 
direct result of the government restrictions 
to quell the spread of COVID-19? 
CALL OUR DEDICATED HELPLINE
Tel: 0141 566 7096

NEWSAGENTS & CONVENIENCE STORES
Most stores have put crowd control 
measures in place. Please remember to 
wear face coverings in enclosed spaces. 

ALBANY STORES
Albany Street, Oban
Mon-Sun 6am-11pm
Tel: 01631 564635 

SOROBA SHOP
Soroba, Oban
Mon-Thur 9am-9pm
Fri-Sat 9am-10pm
Sun 10am-9pm
Tel: 01631 562999 

MCCOLLS
128 George Street, Oban
Mon-Sun 7am till 8pm
Tel: 01631 569896 

DUNOLLIE STORIES
Dunollie Road, Oban
Mon-Thur 10am-8pm
Fri-Sat 10am-9pm
Sun 10am-7pm
Tel: 01631 566544 

HANNAH’S
5 Stevenson Street, Oban
Mon-Sat 6am-8pm
Sun 6am-6pm
Tel: 01631 566913

DUNBEG STORES
15 Jane Road, Dunbeg 
Mon-Fri 7am 10pm
Sat 8am10pm
Sun 8am-9pm
Tel: 01631 566576

CONNEL VILLAGE STORE
Connel Village
Mon-Fri 6am-3pm 
Sat 8am-3pm 
Sun 7.30am-1pm 
In store post o�ce Mon-Fri 9am-1pm, 
Sat 9am-12pm
Tel: 01631 710219

THE PINK SHOP
Benderloch
Mon-Thur 7am-9pm
Fri-Sat 7am-10pm
Sun 8am-9pm
Tel: 01631 720201

BALVICAR STORES
Balvicar
Mon-Fri 8.30am-6pm
Sat 9am-6pm
Sun 9.30am-2pm 
Tel: 01852 300373

RESTAURANTS AND TAKEAWAYS
While sit in is not allowed, most eateries 
are o�ering a takeaway service from the 
door. Please call prior to arrival.  

BIRCHWOOD FILLING STATION
Soroba Road, Oban 
Hot �lled rolls, available Mon-Sat 
6.30am-2pm 
Fuel and essential shopping supplies 
Mon-Sat, 6.30-6.30pm
Tel: 01631 565359

BOSSARDS PATISSERIE
Gibralter Street, Oban 
Open for all things takeaway. Usual 
menu including lots of lovely cakes 
Monday- Saturday 10am – 2.30pm
Tel: 01631 564641

CORIANDER
8 Soroba Rd, Oban
Wed-Sun 5pm-9pm
Tel: 01631 570806

GEORGE STREET FISH TAKE-AWAY
George St, Oban
Open 11am-8pm daily
Fish & Chip Shop providing traditional 
takeaway �sh and chips and old 
favourites.
Tel 01631 566664

KEBABISH OF OBAN
99 George St, Oban
Sun-Thur 4pm-12am
Fri-Sat 3pm-1.30am

O�ering great tasting currys, Biryanis, 
Tandoori Sizzlers, Burgers, Kebabs, 
Pizzas and Popular Indian dishes. 
Order online at kebabishofoban.co.uk
Tel: 01631 566885 

NORIES FISH & CHIPS
88 George St, Oban
Family run takeaway – great �sh and 
chips
7 days a week 11.30am-9.30pm
Tel: 01631 563736

OBAN FILLING STATION
Soroba Rd, Oban
Garage: Mon- Sat: 7am-8pm, Sun 
8am-8pm
Food: Mon-Fri 7am-2pm, Sat 
8am-12noon
Your local Londis convenience store 
o�ering a wide range of everyday 
essentials as well as hot �lled rolls, pies 
and sausage rolls etc 
Tel: 01631 571101

OBAN GRILLHOUSE
45 Combie St, Oban
Open 7 days, 5pm-11pm Collection or 
delivery
Tel: 01631 358246

PIAZZA
North Pier, Oban
Thur-Sun 5pm-8pm
Take away service for collection
We are a family friendly pizza/pasta 
restaurant on a pier in beautiful Oban 
Bay in Scotland.
Tel: 01631 563628  

TASTE OF ARGYLL KITCHEN
9 Argyll St, Oban
Fri 3pm-9pm
Sat & Sun 10am-9pm
Serving �eld to fork and �ne dine on 
delivery
Visit our Facebook page for more details
Tel: 07882226675 

SUPERMARKETS & FOOD-HALLS 
Most superstores in town are operating 
crowd control measures to help manage 
social distancing, with hand sanitiser 
for customer and colleague use.  They 
are working tirelessly to restock shelves 
daily. Please be patient and kind. 

ALDI
Lynn Rd, Oban
Mon-Sat 8am-10pm
Sunday 9am-7pm 

BOOKERS CASH AND CARRY
Glenshellach Business Pk, Oban
Mon 9am-2pm
Tues-Fri 7.30am-4pm
Sat 7.30am-1pm

FARMFOODS
Dunollie Rd, Oban 
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm
Sat 8am-7pm
Sun 9am-6pm

LIDL
Soroba Rd, Oban 
Mon-Sat 8am-10pm 
Sun 8am-8pm 

MARKS AND SPENCER
Retail Park, Unit 1 Lochavullin Dr, Oban
Mon 8am-9pm
Tues-Sat  8am-8pm
Sun 9am-6pm

TESCO
Lochside, Oban
Shopping: Mon-Sat 7am-10pm, Sunday 
8am-8pm 
Petrol Filling Station – Mon-Sat 6am-
8pm, Sun 7am-8pm
Post o�ce – Mon-Fri  9am-5.30pm, Sat 
9am-12.30pm, Closed Sunday
Café – Mon-Sat 8am-3pm, Sun 10am-
3pm- Takeaway only

SPORT AND FITNESS

OBAN CYCLES
George Street, Oban
Shop Tue-Sat, 10am-3pm 
Workshop servicing from 19th January. 
Book now 
Email: obancycles1@gmail.com 
Website: obancyclescotland.com 
Follow us on Facebook
Tel: 01631 566033

TAXIS
For essential travel only

ARGYLL TAXIS
01631 565293

ETIVE TAXIS
01631 566880

LORN TAXIS
01631 564744

OBAN TAXIS
01631 564148/566676/564666

VETS AND PET SERVICES

OBAN VETERINARY SURGEONS
9B Tweedale St, Oban
Triage service initially. All enquiries by 
telephone to book appointments where 
necessary 
Visit via www.obanvets.co.uk for full 
Covid-19 guidelines with regard to our 
services
Tel: 01631 562876

PETS AT HOME
Unit 3, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Lochavullin Dr, Oban 
Mon-Fri 9am- 6pm
Sat 9am-7pm 
Sun 10am -5pm

CREATURE COMFORTS
9-10 Aird’s Cres, Oban
Mon-Sat 10am-2pm 
Creature Comforts is your local pet shop 
for Oban & surrounding area. We stock 
feeds & accessories for all kinds of pets 
& wild birds.  
Mail order deliveries available.
Tel: 01631 563150

USEFUL INFORMATION

HOME-START LORN
Are you �nding it di�cult with your 
children at home all day, need some 
adult conversation – our
volunteers are here to help
Tel: 07718 768305

HOPE KITCHEN
Hope Kitchen is now delivering/
providing food assistance to people who 
are experiencing �nancial di�culty at 
this time. Please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch either via messenger or on 01631 
565730 if you �nd yourself short of 
essentials.

New Hope is sta�ed Monday to Friday 
10am-4pm. Parcels can be picked up 
11am-2pm
Those who can a�ord to pay for food 
but are self-isolating and unable to get 
supplies, Argyll
and Bute Council has a dedicated phone 
line 01546 605524 to help you.

MOLEIGH RECYCLING CENTRE
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm
Sat-Sun 11am-4pm
In order to keep both sta� and 
customers safe, please ensure you follow 
social distancing rules when using the 
site, and stay 2m apart from sta� and 
other customers
If any sites become too busy or full, or 
if too much tra�c is queueing, the site 
may need to be closed temporarily.

OBAN FM
103.3FM
Your community radio station bringing
you all time favourites and news, 7 days
a week

ROYAL MAIL
Albany Street Sorting O�ce
Mon 7am-9am
Tue 8am-10am
Wed Closed
Thur-Fri 8am-10am
Sat 8am-12pm
Sun Closed

WEST COAST MOTORS
At this time the new levels will not 
impact on West Coast Motors service 
levels. Over the coming days we will 
endeavour to keep you updated if this 
changes.

For all information relating to bus travel 
during this pandemic please visit  www.
westcoastmotors.co.uk/travelling-bus

Information correct at time of going 
to print. This page will run in the Oban 
Times every week for as long as 
necessary - printed information will be 
updated weekly.
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S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED
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West Coast MOTORING

Tel.01631 564176 day 07799 692072

MERCEDES VITO SELECT TOURER 119
First registered 
26/09/18. Long wheel 
base. Automatic, 
190hp 8 seater, seats 
easily removed, tow 
bar. 22,100 miles only, 
excellent condition

£18,900 + vat 
Finance available
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THE ALL-NEW ISUZU D-MAX.
COMING SOON TO OUR SHOWROOM.

THERE’S A NEW BREED OF
PICK-UP COMING TO TOWN.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST AT S & S Services Isuzu 
01292 880080  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

WE ARE STILL HERE FOR YOU
Working to government guidelines, 

we ask that you call our workshop or 
showroom 01292 880080

FROM ONLY £275 PER MONTH*

NOW ONLY £245 PER MONTH* NOW ONLY £215 PER MONTH* 

LOG YOUR INTEREST FOR  
AN EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT

Unit 1 & 2a Caol Ind Est, Fort William, PH33 7PH
Tel: 01397 704624  M: 07866552902 www.kmfcars.com

STOCK LIST

MECHANICAL SERVICES
USED CAR SALES

CAR RENTALS • VALETING

CARS

20 69 Landrover Discovery Landmark SD6 Automatic ...................................................................................£47,995
3.0cc, Diesel, Blue, 10,200 miles, Estate, 5 Door, Leather Interior, 7 Seater, Keyless Entry, Front & Rear Electric 
Windows, Heated Mirrors, Touch Screen Radio, Bluetooth, Sat Nav, Cruise Control, Heated Seats, Automatic Lights, 
Automatic Wipers, Up Rated Alloy, Isofix, Roof Bars, Mud Flaps, Fully Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until January 
2023
18 18 Hyundai i10 S .......................................................................................................................................... £6,495
1.0cc, Petrol, Blue, 25,400 miles, 5 Door, Hatchback, Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows, USB & Aux 
Connections, Isofix, Fully Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until March 2021
17 67 Volkswagen Golf SE TSI .........................................................................................................................£13,795
1.4cc, Petrol, Silver, 12,700 miles, 5 Door, Hatchback, Remote Central Locking, 2 Keys, Front & Rear Electric 
Windows, Electric Folding Mirrors, Heated Mirrors, Touch Screen Radio, Bluetooth, 
USB Connection, Front & Rear Parking Sensors, Air Con, Cruise Control, Electronic Handbrake, 6 Speed Gearbox, Alloy 
Wheels, Isofix,Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot 
17 17 Volkswagen Polo Match TSI ..................................................................................................................£10,795
1.2cc, Petrol, Blue, 12,400 miles, 5 Door, Hatchback, Remote Central Locking, 2 Keys, Front & Rear Electric Windows, 
Heated Mirrors, Touch Screen Radio, USB & Aux Connections, Bluetooth, Front & Rear Parking Sensors, Cruise 
Control, Alloy Wheels, Air Con, Isofix, Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot 
16 16 Fiat 500 Lounge .......................................................................................................................................£7,795 
1.2cc, Petrol, White, 20300 miles, 3 Door, Hatchback, Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows & Mirrors, Touch 
Screen Radio, Alloys, Front Fog Lights, Isofix, £20 a Year Road Tax, 
Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot
15 15 Hyundai IX35 SE Nav CRDI ......................................................................................................................£8,995
1.6cc, Diesel, Black, 43,700 miles, Leather Interior, 5 Door, Hatchback, Remote Central Locking, 2 Keys, Front & Rear 
Electric Windows, Electric Folding Mirrors, CD/Radio, Aux & USB 
Connections, Bluetooth, Rear Parking Sensors, Cruise Control, Heated Seats, 6 Speed Gearbox, Alloy Wheels, Isofix, 
Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot 
15 65 Vauxhall Mokka SE Turbo 4x4 .................................................................................................................£8,995 
1.4cc, Petrol, White, 32,800 miles, Leather Interior, 5 Door, Hatchback, Remote Central Locking, Front & Rear Electric 
Windows, Electric Folding Mirrors, CD/Radio, Bluetooth, USB Connection, Front & Rear Parking Sensors, Cruise 
Control, Heated Seats, 6 Speed Gearbox, Alloys, Isofix, Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot 

LIGHT GOODS VEHICLES

18 68 Renault Kangoo Maxi DCI ............................................................................................................. £9,795 + vat
1.5cc, Diesel, White, 20,800 miles, Remote Central Locking,2 Keys, Electric Windows & Mirrors, Bluetooth, Usb & Aux 
Connections, Ply Linned, Fully Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until 
September 2021
16 16 Ford Transit Connect ..................................................................................................................... £7,495 + vat
1.6cc, Diesel, Silver, 86,500 miles, 5 Seater, Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows & Mirrors, Heated 
Windscreen, Multi Function Steering Wheel, Bluetooth, Aux Connection, Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot
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Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

View more stock at:

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

DIGITALLY OPEN  RESERVE ONLINE FOR £99
CHOOSE CLICK AND COLLECT OR GIVE US A CALL - 

DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

2019 (19) Peugeot Rifter 
1.5 BHDI 130 Allure

Blue, 18700 miles, 
parking aid, Car Play, 
alloys, auto lights/
wipers, rear sliding 
doors, 6 speed manual.

£15699

2019 (19) Peugeot 208 
1.2 PureTech Tech Edition

Orange, 7200 miles, 
automatic parking, rear 
camera, satellite navi-
gation, alloys, Car Play, 
DAB radio.
Was £12499 
Now £11999

2017 (17) Peugeot 2008 
1.2 PureTech Allure

White, 17200 miles, 
leather trim, alloys, 
DAB radio/USB, auto 
lights/wipers, climate 
control, electric pack.

£10299

BRAND NEW 3008 Allure BlueHDI 130

From £259 per month 
Includes road tax and roadside assistance

Standard equipment: satellite navigation, apple car 

play & android auto, 
amazonite grey with black roof, diamond cut alloy 

wheels and reversing camera
Financed through personal or business lease at 48x £259.61 + 

VAT with an initial payment of £778.83 + VAT. 8000 miles per 
year. Terms & Conditions apply. Image for illustration only

BRAND NEW 3008 Allure BlueHDI 130

Includes road tax and roadside assistance
Standard equipment: satellite navigation, apple car 

amazonite grey with black roof, diamond cut alloy 

Financed through personal or business lease at 48x £259.61 + 

PEUGEOT has continued its impressive start to 2021 with two 
award wins at the 2021 Company Car Today CCT100 Awards. 
The new PEUGEOT 5008 was named ‘SUV of the Year’ while the 
e-208 took home the ‘Electric Car of the Year’ title.
The new PEUGEOT 5008 is celebrating a remarkable fourth 
successive win as Company Car Today’s ‘SUV of the Year’ with 
this years’ title, while the PEUGEOT e-208’s win takes its medal 
haul up to six over the last 12 months, on top of the fully electric 
model being named European ‘Car of the Year’ alongside it’s 
petrol and diesel counterpart.
The new PEUGEOT 5008 impressed judges once again, thanks 
to its spacious modular interior with seven independent 
seats � tted as standard and practical cabin that features the 
award-winning PEUGEOT i-Cockpit®.
The e-208 impressed Company Car Today judges with its 
zero-emissions range, eye-catching design and high levels of 
technology to take home the ‘Electric Car of the Year’ title.
Paul Barker, Editor at Company Car Today, said: “A pair of wins 
for PEUGEOT this year illustrates the brand’s continued pro-
gress, with the excellent new e-208 showing that electric cars 
can be sensible, cost-e� ective to run and high quality
“The 5008’s recent revision makes what was already a multiple 
CCT100 Awards winner even better, adding more striking looks 
to an e�  cient and practical package.”
Steve Wass, Marketing Director of PEUGEOT UK, said: “I am 
extremely happy to hear the news of the support for our range 
from Company Car Today. The PEUGEOT 5008’s impressive 
run in scooping a fourth consecutive ‘SUV of the Year’ title is a 
testament to the hard work all of our team put into developing 
our model range.”
“This is an extremely exciting period for PEUGEOT as we are 

continuing to work towards making that all-important transi-
tion towards electri� cation. The PEUGEOT e-208 has received 
some really high praise since it � rst launched, and it is great 
to add the recognition of the Company Car Today team to its 
trophy cabinet.”

The PEUGEOT e-208 and the new PEUGEOT 5008 are available 
from Campbeltown Motor Company on 01586 553 200 or visit 
www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

Peugeot celebrates double win at 
Company Car Today CCT100 Awards 2021  

PRESS RELEASE
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CLASSIFIEDSRECRUITMENT
METALS WANTED TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

PUBLIC NOTICES

Reference Number

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Temporary siting of residential caravan

Erection of 2 Self Catering Pods

Extension of existing borrow pit to form 
quarry; extraction and processing of hard 
rock

Construction of temporary bellmouth to 
public road, and access tracks

Erection of house 
(renewal of 17/05321/FUL)

Construction of new garage with first floor 
ancillary residential accommodation 
(for family use)

Land 1420M SE Of Grianain
Glenloy, Banavie

Birchbank, Roy Bridge

Midland Bank Quarry
Ardgour

Land 3350M NW Of Kingie Lodge
Invergarry

Land 40M East of Eilean Feoir
Portuairk, Kilchoan

Ardbrae
Upper Inverroy
Roy Bridge

20/04894/FUL

20/05161/FUL

20/05131/FUL

20/04861/FUL

21/00051/FUL

20/04797/FUL

PROPOSED 
ASSIGNATION OF A 

GRAZING SHARE

Iain Wilson is applying to 
the crofting commission 
for consent to assign the 
tenancy of the grazing 
share pertaining to 
the croft at 1 Bohenie 
and 4 Murlaggan Roy 
Bridge, Kilmonivaig 
to Alison Ruth Martin 
of Crossroads East, 
Spean Bridge, PH34 
4EX in the Galmore 
Common Grazing Written 
comments from those 
with a relevant interest 
(which may be made 
public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.
scot within 28 days from 
the date of this advert.

URGENT PROOF

The Oban Times 01631 568000 | Campbeltown Courier 01586 554646 | Argyllshire Advertiser 01546 602345 | Arran Banner 01770 302142

It is your responsibility to check that all information within the advert is correct; we will not be held accountable for any inaccuracies or false information 
included within it. If you do not contact us by the deadline date stated within the email, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to complete any changes 
received after the stated deadline. Failure to respond may result in the advert being printed as shown below.

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:

THE EMAIL WILL SHOW DETAILS OF PUBLICATION, DATE AND ANY DEADLINES FOR RESPONDING TO THIS PROOF
this is a low resolution pdf for proofi ng purposes

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Career opportunities
We are looking for the following positions to join 
our team

DRIVER – Oban area

LABOURERS – Oban area

SITE MANAGER – Dunbeg, Oban

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/02021/PPP Site for the erection of 

dwellinghouse
Cleigh Mill, Kilmore, 
Oban, Argyll And 
Bute, PA34 4XT

20/01915/PP Erection of 
telecommunications 
equipment compound with 
30 metre high lattice tower, 
formation of access and 
associated works

Land North East 
Of Existing British 
Telecoms Mast, 
Craighouse, Isle Of 
Jura, Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications or to Argyll and Bute 
Council, Development Management, Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation 
the Council receives is considered a public document and will 
be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers are requested to 
use electronic communication where possible during the coronavirus 
pandemic as our ability to process postal mail 
is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL

EDUCATION SERVICE 
REGISTRATION FOR  

EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE (ELC) 
SESSION 2021/2022

Children who reach the age of three years between 1 March 2021 and 
28 February 2022 should register for ELC during the week commencing 
25 January 2021.
ELC registration, starting from August 2021, will take place online 
using the council’s website. Details of the link will be published using 
social media and on the website. If you are unable to access the online 
registration form please call the Early Years Helpline on 01369 708503 
week beginning 25 January 2021.
A list of all Early Learning and Childcare settings can be found on 
the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/childcare-and-
pre-school-education and documents relating to registration at  
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/registering-your-child-nursery
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TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

Public Meeting for Bridge Scour Repairs at 
A82 Kiachnish, nr Fort William
Tuesday 2nd March 2021 - 2pm
In accordance with Marine Scotland’s licensing 
procedure, as set out in Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, a pre-consultation 
meeting is required for the above project. 
Local residents, business owners and other 
stakeholders are invited to attend.
The Kiachnish Bridge lies approximately 
6.5km south of Fort William and carries the 
A82 trunk road over the River Kiachnish. 
The project will comprise of the installation 
of rip-rap rock armour, across the full width 
of the channel bed to create an area of stone 
pitching. This is required to protect the bridge 
piers from further scouring. Works are 
proposed to start in July/August 2021, (this 
will be dependent on receiving the appropriate 
consents in time). Works are expected to take 
between 3 to 4 months. No road closures are 
required to facilitate the works, although 
traffic management over the bridge may be 
required, when setting up or removing the 
site compound, and moving plant or material 
between lifting locations. Working hours will 
generally be between 8am and 6pm.
The meeting will be held over an 
online portal, please contact 
NWBridgesConsultation@
bearscotland.co.uk, to confirm 
attendance and for joining 
instructions.
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Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, 
AS AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF THE 
MAKING OF A REVOCATION ORDER OR MODIFICATION ORDER
Planning Permission in Principle for Erection of a Dwellinghouse at 
Land West of Goirtean Beag, Ceo Mara Croft, Taynuilt, Argyll and Bute 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 20/00772/PPP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an 
order under section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 
Act 1997 to revoke the above planning permission.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the 
occupier of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s opinion will 
be affected by the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a person appointed 
by the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish 
Ministers, Planning and Architecture Division, Planning Decisions, 
2F (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ not later than 
18th February 2021.
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by 
virtue of the provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 on 4th March 2021 without being 
confirmed by The Scottish Ministers.
Date 21st January 2021
David Logan, Head of Legal and Regulatory Support, 
Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes



MACDONALD – � e family 
of the late Angus MacDonald 
(Invergowrie and Bonawe) 
would like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
kind expressions of sympathy 
received following our sad loss. 
Our thanks are also extended 
to Rev. Dugald Cameron for his 
comforting service at graveside, 
to Ian MacInnes of D&A Munn 
Ltd for his professional services 
and to Kevin Rodgers for piping 
at Achnaba Cemetery. Finally a 
special thanks to all who paid 
their respects by lining the 
route to Achnaba. 
MACDONALD - � e family of 
the late Margaret Mary would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for the 
many cards, messages, phone 
calls received following their 
sad loss.  Grateful thanks to 
the doctors and sta�  at Ward 
B Lorn and Islands Hospital. 
Our thanks to Rev Tom Telfer 
for his comforting service, 
Duncan Gunn Undertaker for 
professional services. Sincere 
thanks to the community of 
Lismore who came to pay their 
respects at the cemetery. It was 
much appreciated.
MACLEAN - Chrissie and fam-
ily of the late Donald (Donnie) 
wish to thank Rev Morag 
Muirhead for an upli� ing 
service and family, neighbours 
and friends for all their kind-
ness. Special mention to doc-
tors and nurses of Craig Nevis 
Surgery, Crossroads Lochaber, 
MacLellan Undertakers for ef-
� cient services and MacDonald 
Bros for lovely � owers. Sadly 
missed.
MACLEOD - � e family of the 
late Louis Macleod would like 
to thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
kind expressions of sympathy, 
� owers, cards, messages and 
phone calls received following 
their sad loss. Grateful thanks 
to ambulance service, � re ser-
vice, Lorn and Islands medical 
sta�  and doctors and nurses at 
Lorn Medical Centre for their 
special care and attention Louis 

received during his illnesses. 
� anks also to Rev Dugald 
Cameron for his comforting 
words at the graveside, D&A 
Munn for all their help and 
understanding and Petals of 
Oban for the � owers.

MEMORIAMS
BINNIE - In loving memory 
of Isobel, a much loved Mum 
and Granny, who passed away 
January 23, 2020. 
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Gordon, Kirsteen, Matthew 
and Lewis.
CAMPBELL – Treasured 
memories of a loving mother 
and gran, Marion, died January 
17, 1997.
Always in our thoughts and 
hearts.
- Lorne and Kathie, Eriskay and 
Alasdair, Christine and family, 
Blairgowrie.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Kenneth James 
Campbell, who passed away on 
January 27, 2020.
Goodbyes are not forever
Goodbyes are not the end
� ey simply mean we miss you 
Until we meet again
- From all the family.
CLARK - Treasured memories 
of our parents, Angus Ross 
Clark, who we lost on January 
19, 2009 and our mum Peggy 
Clark (née Brown), who joined 
him on January 28, 2016.
Missed more than words can 
say
"Lives on forever within our 
hearts"
Remembering also, our Granpa 
Donald Brown, who passed 
away January 19, 1973.
- Morag, Dugie, Donald and 
Gavin, Mike, Kaye, Lorraine 
and James, Nicola, Paula, Ryan, 
Cooper, Taylor, Dara and Iona, 
Colin, Gregor and Ciaran.
CRAWFORD - In memory of 
Jessie, died January 20, 1995, a 
dear mother and gran.
Sadly missed.
- � e family.

FERGUSON – Fond memories 
of our dear friend Mary, died 
January 25, 2020.
Sadly missed.
- Ann and Yvonne.
LYNN – Winnifred, died 
January 23, 2016.
It is � ve years since you passed 
away
I think of you every day
My memories of you never sway
How I miss you darling as I 
pray
For you on your anniversary.
- Colin.
LYNN – In loving memory of 
Winnie, a much loved sister, 
who died January 23, 2016, 
a� er many years of illness so 
bravely borne.
Always remembered by sisters 
Kate and Norie and the family.
MACDONALD - Precious 
memories of David Hepburn 
(Davie), who passed away on 
January 26, 2001. 
Miss you and love you always,
- Margaret, Elspeth, David, 
Roslyn and Ewan.
And from your grandchildren, 
with all their love,  
- Kyle, Emma and Ally.
MACPHAIL – In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Norman, January 25, 1988 and 
my darling grandson Ryan, 
January 7, 2003.
Two very special boys, always 
remembered with love.
- Penny MacPhail and family.
PEARSON – Jamie, 25th 
anniversary, accidentally on 
January 24, 1996, aged 27.
A precious son, brother, broth-
er-in-law and uncle.
May the winds of love blow 
so� ly
And whisper for you to hear
� at we’ll always love and miss 
you
And wish that you were here.
- Mum and Dad, Audrey and 
Gregor, Gemma, Ashleigh, 
Rian and baby Poppy xx
POTTER – Precious memories 
of Jennifer, much loved daugh-
ter and sister.
- Mum and family.

� e Oban Times
Thursday 21 January 202130 ANNOUNCEMENTS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

Please contact the team by calling 01463 233366 
or emailing info@johnfraserandson.com 
Visit www.johnfraserandson.com

Our family have offered personal, professional  
funeral services to the Highland community for over 
135 years. Our large stock of memorials in different  
granites means that turnaround time is minimised. 

Prices start at £750 and include unlimited lettering, 
design, flower vase, installation at any cemetery 
in mainland Highlands, VAT and the cemetery fee. 
Bespoke options and restoration are also available.

Memorial garden open to visit:  
John Fraser & Son, 17-29 Chapel Street,  
Inverness, IV1 1NA

MEMORIALS

DEATHS
CAMPBELL - Peacefully at 
home on January 12, 2021, in 
his 88th year, John, beloved 
husband of Katie Mary, much 
loved Dad to Anne, James 
and Tony, father-in-law to 
Hector and Rhoda, adored and 
devoted Gen to Craig, Nicola, 
Laura, Stuart and Rebecca. A 
dear brother, cousin, uncle and 
friend to many. Fois shìorraidh 
dha.
EVANS - Suddenly, in Nardò, 
Southern Italy, on January 
8, 2021, aged 51 years, Lloyd, 
dearly loved son of Janet and 
the late Billy Evans, much loved 
brother of Jane and Clare, a 
dear brother-in-law, uncle, 
great-uncle, nephew, cousin, 
friend and colleague. May his 
soul Rest in Peace.
MACDONALD – Margaret 
Mary (née Livingstone), aged 
91, peacefully at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital on January 
5, 2021, a� er a short illness. 
Beloved wife of the late 
Donald John MacDonald, 
Stoneybridge, South Uist. 
Loving mother to Peggy and 
Lachie, much loved sister, 

sister-in-law, mother-in-law, 
granny and great-granny. Bith 
thu daonnan nar smaointean.
MACKAY - Sadly but peace-
fully at Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness on Sunday, January 
17, 2021, Mairi MacKay, aged 70 
years, Nevis Road, Inverlochy, 
Fort William. Funeral service 
will take place in private on 
Tuesday, January 26, 2021, 
1pm, at Fort William Kilmallie 
- Duncansburgh Church, 
therea� er to Blarour Cemetery, 
Spean Bridge. Funeral cortege 
will pass through Inverlochy 
village from approximately 
1.40pm, pausing at her own 
home on Nevis Road before a 
service of committal at Blarour 
Cemetery. Family � owers only 
please. Donations in memory 
of Mairi to be announced. 
Arrangements by Manson & 
MacBeath.
MAXWELL - Peacefully 
at the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead, on January 14, 
2021, Tommy Maxwell, in 
his 87th year, of 6 Hermione 
Terrace, Ardrishaig. Retired 
Hydro Electric Board Engineer 
and former Royal Corp of 
Signals. Beloved husband 

of the late Florence (Bunty) 
Currie. Adored father of James, 
much respected father-in-law 
of Sandra, and dearly loved 
Grampa of Emily and � omas. 
Cherished brother of Ileen 
and the late Hugh (Tuan.) A 
dear brother-in-law, uncle, 
great-uncle and cousin to all the 
family. A good neighbour, dear 
friend and former colleague. A 
private funeral service was held 
at Achnabreac Cemetery on 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021. 
Forever in our thoughts.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
FORGRIEVE - � e family of 
the late Mary Forgrieve would 
like to thank relatives and 
friends for all their messages, 
cards and phone calls of sym-
pathy and support following 
their sad loss. Our thanks also 
go to the nursing sta�  and 
carers who looked a� er Mary 
so well. We are very grateful to 
the Rev Dugald Cameron for a 
lovely service at the church and 
the graveside and to funeral 
directors, Hamish Hoey & Son 
for their excellent service. Also 
a special thanks to Tina for all 
her help.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 21 January 2021 ANNOUNCEMENTS  31

CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes & Son  |  Est. 1880

24 Hour
Family Run Business

D&A Munn Ltd
Breadalbane Street, Oban, PA34 5NZ

Tel: 01631 562562
Email: ian@munns-oban.co.uk

Private Chapel of Rest  |  Viewing Room  |  Private Mortuary  |  8 Seater Dorchester Limousine Hire

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

POTTER – Always remember-
ing my lovely granddaughter 
Jennifer, who was sadly taken 
from us on January 20, 2001, 
age 17 years.
- Love from Nana Potter xxx
POTTER – Treasured memo-
ries of a dear niece and cousin, 
Jennifer, who died tragically on 
January 20, 2001.
Always in our thoughts.
- Auntie Kirsty, Uncle Stephen 
and cousins Findlay and 
Susannah.
POTTER – Jennifer, tragically 
taken on January 20, 2001.
Fondly remembered by Auntie 
Irene and family.

Mr Trump is ending his presi-
dency on a sour note, his image 
somewhat tarnished.

He was blocked from 
Instagram and Facebook, and 
his Twitter account disabled.

� is was in response to his 
inciting his supporters to 
travel to Washington DC and 
retain the presidency for him. 
Some of them, at any rate, took 
him at his word.

A mob descended upon 
the Capitol, seat of the US 
Congress. � ey stormed in 
causing fear and alarm. Sta�  
and elected representatives 
took cover as the mob moved 
through the building, threat-
ening to take it over, bearing 
weapons, carrying incendiary 
devices.

� at violent assault on the 
nation’s prized citadel of liber-
ty was disgraceful, a disaster of 
Mr Trump’s own making. For 
weeks he told supporters the 
electoral system was corrupt 
and the voting � gures could 
not be relied upon. Mr Trump 
believed, or wanted to believe, 
that he was the real winner of 
the presidential election that 
has now put Joe Biden into 
o�  ce.

But a new chapter has begun 
and we should wish Mr Biden 
well. Let us hope that President 
Biden will build harmonious 
relationships around the 
world.

Mr Trump maybe felt reject-
ed and bitter a� er November’s 
results, but he has been terribly 
unwise.

As the Bible says, fools vent 
their anger; the wise quietly 
hold back. It is foolish, indeed, 

to pick a � ght without reason. 
� e advice of Paul to Titus is 
strangely apt, reminding be-
lievers they should avoid quar-
relling, be gentle and show true 
humility to everyone.

Reverend Malcolm Kinnear, 
Kinlochleven and Nether 

Lochaber

World school pipe band event goes online
Schools in Highland are being 
challenged to take part in an 
online music competition with 
prizes of more than £2,500.

� e event is being organised 
by the Scottish Schools Pipes 
and Drums Trust.

Convener David Johnston 
said: ‘We cancelled the event 
for 2021 – but then a number 
of school tutors contacted us 
asking for the event to go on-
line to help keep young players 

focused and give them some 
fun in lockdown. So we have 
slimmed the event down to 
just one class – the innovative 
Freestyle Class where pipes 
and drums combine with 
other instruments and singers 
to give a modern twist.’

Schools are being asked to 
express interest in taking part 
by February 7. � e competition 
will be broadcast online across 
the weekend starting Friday 

March 26.  � e public will have 
the chance to cast their vote in 
a live People’s Choice event on 
Sunday March 28.

Gary Innes, presenter of BBC 
Scotland’s Take the Floor and 
member of Manran, and Craig 
Munro of the Red Hot Chilli 
Pipers, are just two of the 
judges.

More details of the competi-
tion are on the SSPDT website 
www.sspdt.org.uk
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Oban’s Bob MacIntyre 
� nds himself tantalisingly 
close to breaking into 
the world’s top 50 ranked 
golfers as he prepares for 
a return to action in the 
opening event of the 2021 
season in Abu Dhabi today 
(Thursday).

Without having struck a 
competitive shot since early 
December, Bob sits 51st in 
the world and a good � nish 
in the HSBC Championship 
this week would � nally see 
him achieve his ambition 
of breaking into that most 
exclusive of groups. The 
left hander is however 
not limiting his ambition: 
‘We’re not just trying to get 
into the top 50,’ he said on 
Monday, ‘we’re trying to 
surpass that. If that’s my 
limit, that’s my limit, but I 
don’t think it is.’

It will not be an easy task, 
with the Oban star teeing 
up with some of golf’s 
biggest names, but Bob’s 
strong � nish to the 2020 
season sees him go into 
the tournament brimming 
with con� dence: ‘If I can 
keep playing the way I 
was at the end of last year, 
personally I think anything 
is achievable.’ 

Getting into the world’s 
top 50 and remaining there 
until March 25 will secure a 
place in April’s US Masters 
and boost his chances of 
making the European Ryder 
Cup team in September. 

Unable to physically visit her 
family in Crie�  at Christmas, 
Oban mum Rosemary Young 
decided to walk the equivalent 
distance and raise much-need-
ed cash for charity instead.

Last Friday, Oban-based 
Healthy Options o�  cially 
launched its 5 to 10 and More 
campaign but Rosemary, a 
director of the charity, o� ered 
her services in December to get 
it going.

‘� e idea for Walking to 
Crie�  for Christmas came to 
me because my daughter and 
family live there,’ she told � e 
Oban Times.

Crie�  is just over 75 miles by 
road and walking three miles 
a day � tted the timeframe 
Rosemary had available. 
Starting on November 30, she 
walked local routes including  
Ganavan, through Dunollie 
Woods or up to the mast, 
reaching her virtual destina-
tion by Christmas Eve.

Shinty clubs from Oban and the sur-
rounding area have joined with clubs 
from all around the country in signing 
up to the season ahead, whenever that 
may be.

� e Camanachd Association con-
� rmed last week every shinty club reg-
istered in season 2019 has con� rmed its 
intention of taking part in season 2021 
when it starts a� er lockdown.

Steven MacKenzie, Camanachd 
Association president, said: ‘Our 

vision at the Camanachd Association 
is to protect the game of shinty which 
can only be achieved in partnership 
with our clubs. For this reason, I was 
delighted to hear all member clubs are 
registered to play shinty this season 
and help us shi�  back to some sense of 
normality.’

� e current restrictions will delay the 
start to the shinty campaign, however, 
when it is safe to start, clubs will be given 
a pre-season period to prepare players 

before a regionalised league campaign. 
� e details of the proposed restart of 
shinty plan will be discussed by the 
competitions committee and presented 
to the Camanachd Association board 
for approval at the end of January.

Derek Keir, Camanachd Association 
chief executive o�  cer, said: ‘Shinty 
has been a vibrant and integral part of 
Scottish life for hundreds of years and 
it is hugely positive that all of our clubs 
are signed up for the 2021 season.

‘� is highlights the enthusiasm from 
communities to get back to the sport 
they love.

‘Whilst this intent is just the � rst step 
in a return to our sport, credit for this 
achievement undoubtedly lies with the 
tireless volunteers within our clubs. � e 
work they have already done to ensure 
their clubs are Covid-19 compliant has 
been a shining example of the lead-
ership that makes community sport 
possible.’ 

Shinty clubs give 100 per cent to 2021 season Top 50 ‘just a 
stepping 
stone’ for Bob

Virtual visit kickstarts 
fundraising campaign

‘� ree miles is a reasonable, 
achievable distance and I 
hoped it would give inspiration 
to others to do something sim-
ilar,’ she explained.

‘Another bene� t of doing the 
challenge was that it gave me a 
focus. Not only was I enjoying 
our beautiful surroundings, I 
was keeping � t. I also usually 
met someone I knew to speak 
to which was an added bonus.

‘I think it is important to 
wake up with a plan to get 
you going and to feel you 
have done something. � is 
can be anything from making 
soup for lunch to clearing out 
a drawer or walking to the 
end of the road. A little bit of 
fresh air and activity makes a 
huge di� erence to your mental 
wellbeing.’

By Sunday December 6, 
Rosemary had completed 
26 miles – the equivalent of 
reaching Dalmally. ‘I was 
really enjoying myself at this 

point,’ she added. ‘� e weather 
was good and I always met 
someone to talk to. � e follow-
ing week I reached ‘Lix Toll’ or 
52 miles and the walking was 
getting a little harder. But it 
was good to get out every day.

‘It’s great to have � nished 
but I don’t think I will stop 
walking.’

At the time of writing, 
Rosemary had smashed her 
£500 target, the amount it costs 
to put one person through the 
Healthy Options programme, 
with her total at £611.25.

Rosemary is one of � ve fund-
raisers who have signed up to 
the 5 to 10 and More campaign 
which invites members of the 
community to contribute in 
one of three ways to raise funds 
to keep the charity running. 
For more details on how to get 
involved, go to the Lorn and 
Oban Healthy Options giving 
page or visit https://www.
lornhealthyoptions.co.uk/.

Rosemary Young hits the 52-mile mark on her virtual walk to 
Crie�  for Christmas.
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New Fort 
marina takes 
delivery of 
breakwaters

Police are hunting thieves 
who raided Laggan Wol� rax 
Centre at the weekend, causing 
extensive damage and stealing 
mountain bikes and clothing 
valued at more than £50,000.

Police are appealing for 
information in connection 
with the the� , which saw eight 
Polygon Siskiu T8 mountain 
bikes, estimated to be worth 
around £12,800, stolen from 
the visitor centre, along with 
12 mountain bikes of various 
makes and models, and 
estimated to be worth around 
£39,500, which were taken 
from � e Wee Bike Hub along 
with £3,100 of clothing.

� e robbers struck some 
time between 11pm on Friday 
and 3am on Saturday, cutting 
the power supply to the centre 
located in the Strathmashie 
forest and ripping emergency 
lighting from the walls, 
damaging timberwork on the 
building.

Enquiries into the incident 

Nevis Radio’s economic fortunes have been hammered by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
which has seen advertising revenues plummet, as well as the cancellation of vital 
fundraising events due to lockdown restrictions. This week the station’s sustainability 
and business development manager Simon Abberley told the Lochaber Times of the 
need for independent stations such as Nevis Radio to get more � nancial support from 
the Scottish Government. For the full story, turn to page six. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Raiders hit Wolftrax 
stealing bikes and kit

Thieves cut power to 
the building, smashed 
two state-of-the-art 
doors and ripped o�  all 
the security lighting...

Nevis Radio struggling from Covid cash blow

are ongoing and police o�  cers 
are appealing for anyone with 
information to get in touch.

Detective Sergeant Andy 
Bilton said: ‘In order to steal 
20 mountain bikes, someone 
would need to have access to a 
large vehicle. We are appealing 
for anyone who may have 
seen or heard anything in and 
around these premises and 
who may be able to assist with 
our enquiries to get in touch.’

� e centre and its cafe are 
run by the community-led 
development Laggan Forest 
Trust, which leases premises 
to the � e Wee Bike Hub, with 
the latter operated by Duncan 
Bailey, who was said to have 

Another positive case con-
� rmed on Barra on Monday 
brought the total number 
of islanders infected with 
Covid to 40 as of Tuesday 
afternoon, with around 145 
close contacts now reported 
to be in isolation, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

‘This already represents 
a signi� cant proportion of 
the Barra population and 
outlines the importance of 
compliance with restrictions 
and safety measures to 
ensure the virus does not 
spread further throughout 
the community,’ said an NHS 
Western Isles spokesman at 
the weekend.

The � gures mean about a 
tenth of the population of 
the two islands are now self 
isolating, with 159 people 
in the Western Isles as a 
whole having now tested 
positive for the virus, which 
also includes one new case 
on Benbecula and another 
in the Stornoway area, both 
con� rmed on Monday.

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon announced on 
Tuesday that Barra and 
Vatersay were being moved 
into level 4 lockdown 
following the sharp increase 
in infection rates. The rest of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar will 
remain in level 3.

Barra and Vatersay 
in lockdown 
after Covid surge

Continued on page three.

A list of local 
businesses
open during 
lockdown 

OPEN FOR

 

Chosen for Our Care...
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BBC programme focuses on 
life of Hebridean legend
BBC Radio 3’s Sunday 
Feature this weekend tells 
the remarkable story of 
Margaret Fay Shaw who gave 
up a privileged upbringing 
and classical music training 
in 1920s New York to live in a 
Gaelic-speaking community 
in the Outer Hebrides, writes 
Mark Entwistle.

Without any knowledge 
of Gaelic, she used her clas-
sical training to notate and 
later record the � rst proper 
archive of traditional, unac-
companied song and folklore 
from the Western Isles.

Later, she married folklorist 
John Lorne Campbell. � ey 
settled in the ‘Big House’ 
on the Isle of Canna and 
for decades they embarked 
on recording expeditions 
throughout the Western 
Isles.

Fay Shaw died in 2004, aged 
101, and her priceless archive 
of song sheets, recordings 
and photographs is stored on 
Canna.

Archivist Fiona Mackenzie, 
one of Scotland’s leading 
Gaelic singers, is curating 
and digitising this huge 
collection, owned by the 

National Trust for Scotland, 
and says it is her dream job.

Margaret Fay Shaw’s life 
and work is her inspiration 
and obsession and she reg-
ularly gives talks, illustrated 
with archive recordings and 
her own live performance, 
to bring the story to wider 
audiences.

Recorded on location, 
Fiona explores the songs 
and folklore which mean so 
much to her and which drew 
her muse from New York to 
the Western Isles. 

She says the songs of love, 
lament, work and exile have 
an enduring relevance and 
she describes the earliest 
recordings as ‘pinpricks of 
sound’, but says they echo a 
vanished way of life’, telling 
us who we are and where we 
came from’.

� e 45-minute programme, 
which starts at 6.45pm, was 
produced by John Deering 
and Kathleen Carragher 
of Yamal Productions, an 
independent radio company 
based in Ardnamurchan.

This Sunday’s 
radio pro-
gramme looks 
at the life of 
Margaret Fay 
Shaw, pictured 
here with 
her husband, 
John Lorne 
Campbell, 
outside their 
Canna House 
home. 
Photograph: National 
Trust for Scotland.

Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company Limited 
has taken delivery of four 
massive secondhand concrete 
breakwaters.

� e giant, barnacle-encrust-
ed structures arrived last week 
and will form the north part 
of the area being developed 
to extend the existing Fort 
William pontoons and become 
a marina.

Company secretary Sarah 
Kennedy told the Lochaber 
Times that once the corona-
virus lockdown is over, the 
breakwaters will allow nauti-
cal visitors to stay alongside 
for a few days, enjoy the area’s 
attractions, spend money in 
the town before continuing 
their travels.

‘James Kennedy is busy 
cleaning the dead mussels, 
limpets and barnacles o�  them 
and will carry out the few mi-

nor repairs to get them ready 
for putting back into the water,’ 
Mrs Kennedy explained.

‘We are continuing with 
securing all the licences that 
are necessary for the project 
and aim to have the dredging 

works carried out in the 
spring.

‘We are going to be carrying 
out this extension to the 
pontoons in various phases so 
it is more achievable.   A huge 
thank you to the volunteers 

who are persevering with this 
project which will be a great 
addition to Fort William and 
the local area.

‘� is is a huge milestone for 
the project and we are very 
grateful to Coastworks for 
making this possible.’

Giant breakwaters for 
Fort new marina arrive

One of the breakwaters is o�  oaded by crane after arriving 
in Fort William last week; and right, James Kennedy gets 
to work removing barnacles from one of the breakwaters. 
Photograph: FWMSC. 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

School pipe 
band event 
goes online
Schools in Highland are being 
challenged to take part in an 
online music competition with 
prizes of more than £2,500.

� e event is being organised 
by the Scottish Schools Pipes 
and Drums Trust.

Convener David Johnston 
said: ‘We cancelled the event 
for 2021 but then a number 
of school tutors contacted 
us asking for the event to go 
online to help keep young 
players focused. So we have 
slimmed the event down to 
just one class – the innovative 
Freestyle Class where pipes 
and drums combine with 
other instruments and singers 
to give a modern twist.’

Schools are being asked 
to express interest in taking 
part by February 7 and the 
competition will be broadcast 
online across the weekend 
starting Friday March 26.  � e 
public will have the chance to 
cast their vote in a live People’s 
Choice event on Sunday 
March 28.

More details of the competi-
tion are on the SSPDT website 
www.sspdt.org.uk

Kilmelford is a desireable and quiet location that is just south of Oban
on the A816. Opportunities for 3 & 4 bedroom family homes.

Glassary wood is an eco-hamlet that stands in an attractive woodland
area of Mid Argyll. Opportunities for 4 bedroom eco-friendly family
homes.

KILMELFORD | GLASSARY WOOD

Sales@mkmacleod.co.uk
01546 602989
macleodconstruction.co.uk
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Police con� rm human remains are 
those of missing man Tony Parsons
Police Scotland have con� rmed  
a body discovered near Bridge 
of Orchy, Argyll and Bute, 
last week is that of Anthony 
Parsons, who had been missing 
since 2017.

Mr Parsons travelled from 
his home in Tillicoultry, 
Stirlingshire, on Friday 
September 29 2017 to Fort 
William, intending to return 
home by bicycle and was 
reported missing on Monday 
October 2 2017.

He travelled south on the 
A82 and was last seen around 
11.30pm outside the Bridge of 
Orchy Hotel.

On Tuesday January 12 2021, 
specialist search o�  cers, sup-
ported by forensic scientists, 
discovered his remains in a 
remote area of ground close to 
a farm near the A82 at Bridge 
of Orchy.

Mr Parsons’ body was recov-
ered by the police and a post 
mortem examination was due 
to be carried out.

� e inquiry is being led by de-
tectives from Police Scotland’s 
Major Investigation Team, 
supporting local o�  cers.

Detective Chief Inspector 
Alan Sommerville said: ‘� is 
is a di�  cult and challenging 
investigation given the remote 
location and the extreme 
weather conditions faced by 
the team.

‘We will support Mr Parsons’ 
family through this very dif-
� cult and distressing time as 
the investigation into his death 
continues.

‘I would like to repeat my 
thanks to everyone who has as-
sisted our enquiries so far and 
again urge anyone who may be 
able to help to come forward.’

Anyone with information 
can contact Police Scotland via 
101, quoting reference 559 of 
October 2 2017.

Mr Parsons’ family have 
asked that they are not ap-
proached for comment and 
their privacy is respected.

Tony Parsons, who was last 
seen outside the Bridge of 
Orchy Hotel.

Continued from page one.
been le�  ‘raging’ about the 
robbery.

� e trust’s development 
manager Cristiano Pizarro  
told the Lochaber Times of the 
extensive damage caused.

‘Although our cafe has 
been closed due to the Covid 
lockdown, because the thieves 
cut the power to the building 
– probably in order to disable 
the alarms – it also meant the 
freezers and fridges went o� , 
so all the foodstu� s in them 
was ruined,’ he explained.

‘On top of that, they smashed 
two state-of-the art doors  
and ripped o�  all the security 
lighting, damaging timber on 
the building. � e damage to 
the centre alone will run into 
thousands of pounds and we 
have the insurance company 
coming out to examine it on 
� ursday (today).’

� e alarm was raised later on 
Saturday morning, when a dog 
walker spotted the damage.

Mr Pizarro said the bike 
business had remained busy 
throughout lockdown as it 
was one of the few classes of 
enterprise allowed to continue 
operating. 

Massively popular, the centre 

welcomed between 30,000 and 
35,000 visitors through its 
doors in 2019, with numbers 
growing all the time.

Mr Pizarro added: ‘All the 
bikes that were stolen had 
already been bought and 
prepared for the season, so it’s 
a real blow. � e shop brands 
involved are working hard, 
however, to help get the � eet 
back on its feet in time for the 
spring with new bikes.

‘Everyone is trying to stay 
positive and working hard to 
get things sorted out as soon as 
we can.’

Mr Pizarro said members 
of the community around the 
centre had been le�  ‘shocked’ 
by the raid, but that the re-
sponse from local people had 
been very supportive.

‘Everyone was already work-
ing on our recovery strategy 
for when lockdown ends. It 
just means we’ll have to work 
that bit harder and overcome 
this as well.’

Anyone with any informa-
tion is asked to contact police 
on 101 quoting incident 0935 
of January 16.

A list of stolen items will be 
posted on the centre and Wee 
Bike Hub’s Facebook pages.

Thieves steal bikes and clothing 
worth more than £50,000

Forestry and Land Scotland 
(FLS) this week stands accused 
of sacri� cing a long-estab-
lished, popular red squirrel site 
as part of e� orts to wipe out a 
killer tree disease.

� e red squirrel feeding 
station at Inchree car park 
on the outskirts of Onich has 
delighted visitors and the local 
community for more than a 
decade, helping the iconic, 
but critically endangered, 
species to thrive in an amenity 
woodland. But now felling 
operations by (FLS) to tackle a 
Phytophthora ramorum fun-
gus infection  are threatening 
the colony, according to Iain 
Jenner of Nether Lochaber 
Community Council and 
Nether Lochaber Community 
Association.

‘For our community, this is 
a signi� cant asset and the fact 
that it appears this thriving 
colony, with drey clusters in 
amongst the larch already 
being removed, must now be 
decimated to reduce the preva-
lence of a tree disease is tragic. 
It speaks to a cultural failure of 
land management,’ Mr Jenner 
told the Lochaber Times.

Asked to comment, an FLS  
spokesperson commented: 
‘� e felling operations at 

Anger over threat 
to red squirrels

One of the 
squirrels which 
have made the 
Inchree feeding 
station such a 
popular attrac-
tion for visitors. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 

alba.photos

woodland in Nether Lochaber 
is outside FLS lands, beyond its 
remit.’ Mr Jenner said the erad-
ication of the Phytophthora 
reservoir will not be a success 
unless enforcement action is 
also taken on adjacent lands 
to remove rhododendron 
ponticuum.

And he warned: ‘In addition, 
unless vehicle tra�  c moving 
in and out of the Glen Righ 
forests are being disinfected,  
biological control has not been 
established and those vehicles 
could be spreading spores 
across the region.

‘What is surprising is that 
the potential Phytophthora 
situation was not anticipated 
many years ago and mitigation 
measures enacted.

‘If a private landowner was 
to carry out such an act they 
would be charged with com-
mitting a criminal o� ence. 
I think we as taxpayers are 
entitled to expect best practice.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Inchree are being carried 
out in line with a Statutory 
Plant Health Notice which, 
following infection of the larch 
trees there by Phytophthora 
ramorum, requires us to fell 
some of the area.

‘As part of our operational 
planning for the work - and in 
accordance with forest indus-
try guidance – the impact to 
squirrels has been minimised 
through mitigation measures, 
including the layout of the 

felling operation and some re-
tentions of non-larch species.’

Mr Jenner, himself an 
arborist to trade, said he fully 
understands the motivation 
to prevent a reservoir of 
Phytophthora spreading.

But he added: ‘Nevertheless, 
for FLS priorities, this basically 
means a protected native ani-
mal species will have its habitat 
excised in order to protect a 
non-native timber cash crop. 
� e greater volume of native 
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Police are investigating the lat-
est vandalism at Fort William 
Football Club’s Claggan Park 
ground.

Vandals recently struck at 
the ground, damaging seats, 
leaving broken bottles and 
entering the clubhouse.

� en, last Saturday, someone 
or more than one person li� ed 
recently laid turf covering new 
drainage areas on the park. 

In a response to the damage, 
Clachnacuddin supporter 

A woman was issued with a � xed penalty 
notice for breaching Covid travel restrictions 
a� er her car ended up in the River Nevis on 
Sunday.

A police spokesperson told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘We were made aware of a car entering 
the River Nevis in Glen Nevis shortly a� er 

The car partially submerged in the River Ness. Photograph: Mark MacLean.

Driver’s Covid � ne after car ends up in river
8.35am on Sunday January 17. � e car was 
unoccupied at the time and no-one was in-
jured. � e car has since been recovered from 
the river.

‘A 37-year-old woman was issued with a 
� xed penalty notice in connection with a 
breach of coronavirus regulations.’

William Corbett launched a 
fund-raising appeal which has 
already amassed £1,750 of its 
£2,500 target.

In an online statement, the 
club said: ‘We are so grateful 
for this brilliant e� ort from 
everyone and an extra special 
thank to the man who made 
this happen, William Corbett. 

‘� is will give us enough 
money to have CCTV round 
the park and hopefully stop it 
happening in the future.’

More damage was caused at Claggan Park at the weekend. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba,photos

Fort William Football 
Club to combat vandals 
with new CCTV system

Jahama Highland Estates 
says its latest two new female 
appointments to its estate 
management team proves the 
organisation – a subsidiary of 
Lochaber smelter owners GFG 
Alliance – is continuing to lead 
the way in promoting a diverse 
and responsible approach to 
land management.

Anastasia Young, 22, has 
joined Jahama as Estates 
Surveyor. Hailing from the vil-
lage of Laggan at the northern 
end of the estates, she studied 
Rural Business Management at 
SRUC Aberdeen and has moved 
from a regional rural chartered 
surveying � rm in the Scottish 
Borders. Only 16 per cent in the 
UK are female.

In addition to her role, 
Jahama has said it will support 
Ms Young in her � nal year of 

training for her RICS exams.
Her arrival coincides with the 
new role of Estates Support 
Specialist � lled by Helen Polley, 
who has lived in Lochaber for 
more than 15 years and has a 
wealth of estate management 
experience from her previous 
role with Bidwells.

Ms Polley previously quali� ed 
as a paralegal while working for 
a Fort William � rm of solicitors 

and is well placed to provide the 
team with a range of advice and 
support.

Jahama says the new appoint-
ments are a welcome boost 
to the business as it prepares 
for a busy year, including the 
publication of its � rst natural 
capital valuation report, the 
potential return of recreation 
and tourism activities following 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 

Jahama new recruits 
boost youth and gender

Helen Polley and Anastasia 
Young, left, at Killiechonate 
Lodge, site of the future 
Jahama Highland Estates 
o�  ce. Photograph: Iain Ferguson.

participation at the COP26 
climate conference in Glasgow 
as part of parent organisation 
GFG Alliance.

Last year, Jahama appoint-
ed Highlands-born Chloe 
Malcolm, 25, as farm manager 
of its 12,000 acre upland farm-
ing enterprise, one of Scotland’s 
largest hill farming operations.

Chief operating o�  cer Julia 
Stoddart also bucked the trend 
with her appointment in late 
2019, taking up management of 
the 114,000 acre estate in a role 
that has traditionally been the 
preserve of men.

Ms Stoddart said: ‘Our 
increasingly inclusive and 
youthful team is helping to 
shi�  the perception of rural 
estate management, a tradi-
tionally male-dominated area. 
Scotland’s land management 
sector has a vital role to play 
in addressing the environ-
mental and socio-economic 
issues of the present and future. 
Increasing the diversity of 
voices in decision-making is 
a key part of solving complex 
problems for the long term. By 
challenging stereotypes, we 
hope we can inspire more wom-
en to contribute to the greater 
good by entering and staying in 
the profession.’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Your home is your castle,
protecti ng you and

protecti ng them

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Show your shelter some love with 
Cairngorm Home Improvements 
and pay no more unti l 2022.

Visit our website for more informati on

Credit is subject to applicati on and status.  Terms and conditi ons apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] is a trading style of Inverness Glass 
Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a credit broker off ering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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Five Lochaber projects have 
been o� ered more than £84,000 
of Scottish Government Town 
Centre funding by members 
of � e Highland Council’s 
Lochaber Area Committee.

Lochaber received the 
£84,156 allocation of Town 
Centre Funds (TCF) for invest-
ment in the eligible settlements 
of Fort William, Caol, Banavie 
and Corpach.

Projects need to have started 
by the end of March and the 
grant spent by the end of 
September.

� e � ve successful projects 
o� ered funds are:

 � e Black Parks: £15,000 to 
Sustrans for match funding to 
attract a further £85,000 for a 
suite of improvements (light-
ing, benches, signs, additional 
ditching and surfacing repairs) 

Delight as Lochaber projects 
awarded more than £84,000

Councillor Allan Henderson 
said the projects chosen 
will help to stimulate the 
local economy and boost 
communities.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

FSB issues warning as First 
Minister extends lockdown
� e   Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB) says it has re-
ceived a � ood of enquiries from 
business worried about the 
impact of the recent tightening 
of Covid lockdown restrictions, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

And this week, First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon said there 
would be no changes to the cur-
rent tier 4 lockdown measures 
introduced in early January 
which will stay in place across 
mainland Scotland and some 
island communities until at 
least the middle of February.

In addition, Barra and 
Vatersay moved into lockdown 
from midnight on Wednesday 
following a sharp increase 
in infection rates. � e rest of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar will 
remain in level three.

Schools across Scotland will 
also continue to use remote 
learning until at least the mid-
dle of February, except in the 
case of vulnerable children and 
those of key workers.

During an update to 
Parliament on Tuesday, Ms 
Sturgeon  said although lock-
down appears to be having an 
impact on case numbers, trans-
mission of the virus remains 
too high to relax restrictions.

No-one who lives in an area 

under lockdown should leave 
or remain outside their home 
except for an essential purpose 
such as caring responsibilities, 
outdoor exercise and work that 
cannot be done from home.

� ese measures will be kept 
under consideration and 
Parliament will be updated fol-
lowing a review by the Cabinet 
on February 2.

Ms Sturgeon said on Tuesday: 
‘Any relaxation of lockdown 
while case numbers remain 
high, even though they might 
be declining, could quickly 
send the situation into reverse.

‘We believe that the lockdown 
restrictions – and the sacri� ces 
everyone continues to make 
– are beginning to have an im-
pact. However, it is important 
to be cautious. I continue to be 
very grateful to people across 
the country for their patience 
and resilience in the face of this 
extraordinary challenge.

‘At the moment, lockdown is 
the best way of keeping each 
other safe, as vaccination con-

tinues. It is how we can protect 
ourselves and our loved ones.’

However, there was a warn-
ing from David Richardson, 
FSB Highlands and Islands 
Development Manager, who 
told the Lochaber Times of 
the deluge of enquiries the 
organisation had received since  
lockdown rules tightened on 
Boxing Day.

‘Judging from the many 
enquiries I have received from 
Highland FSB members, the 
attention of those businesses 
that must now cease trading 
or further restrict trading 
activities will quickly turn to 
where and when they can get 
the � nancial help and support 
they will need to survive,’ said 
Mr Richardson.

‘Many will undoubtedly � nd 
that their businesses are inel-
igible or that funds that could 
help them survive are yet to 
be launched and they will also 
� nd they have joined a long 
queue of businesses already in 
this position.

‘If we want to avoid the possi-
bility of mass business closures 
across Scotland, all possible 
stops must be pulled out to get 
more money out of the door 
and into struggling � rms’ 
hands now, before it’s too late.’

‘All possible stops must 
be pulled out to get 
more money to � rms...’

on around 1km of walking 
and cycling routes between 
the town centre and other key 
locations. � e intention is to 
create a safer, more attractive 

route to allow walking, cycling 
and wheeling for everyone, 
including children and young 
people accessing the local high 
school.

 Kilmallie Community 
Centre Car Park: £23,556 
to resurface the car park at 
Kilmallie Community Centre. 
� e council agreed an asset 
transfer of the car park to the 
community centre group in 
November.

 � e Parade, Fort William:  
£15,400 for Fort William Town 
Team to buy and install new 
waste bins along the Parade 
and High Street, as well as 
trough � ower planters to be 
placed adjacent to the war 
memorial at the Parade. � is 
joint project involving the 
Royal British Legion Scotland 
and Highland Council builds 
on the 2019/20 TCF to deliver 
a ‘greener’ High Street by 

installing trees and renewing 
street furniture.

 Kilmallie Christmas 
Lights: £722 match funding 
to Kilmallie Christmas Lights 
Fund to buy permanent 
Christmas lights and enable 
associated electrical work for 
the living trees at Banavie and 
Corpach.

 Pu� er Pier and Slipway: 
£29,478 to assist Fort 
William Marina & Shoreline 
Community Interest Company 
(CIC) with the reclamation of 
555m² from the seabed to allow 
the re-use of the Pu� er Pier 
and Slipway. � is grant o� er is 
dependent on the CIC obtain-
ing a Marine Scotland licence 
in time to award the contract 
before the end of March.  If 
this does not materialise, the 
funds will be moved to the 
reserve project. � e reserve 
project is an application by 
Caol Regeneration Company 

£40,000 for resurfacing the 
Highland Council owned car 
park at Erracht Drive.

Councillor Allan Henderson, 
Caol and Mallaig, Interim 
Lochaber Committee chair-
man, said he was very pleased 
these Town Centre-funded 
projects have been agreed for 
Lochaber.

‘� e deliverability of each 
project is crucial as they must 
be completed by the end 
of March to meet the tight 
requirements of the Scottish 
Government grant being 
o� ered,’ added Mr Henderson.

‘� e projects chosen will 
help provide a much-needed 
economic stimulus and boost 
to our communities during 
these di�  cult Covid times 
and Lochaber councillors 
look forward to seeing the 
improvements they will bring 
on completion in the next two 
months.’
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A� er the success of its four 
online career insight sessions, 
the team at Developing the 
Young Workforce (DYW) 
West Highland, hosted 
by Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, has announced a 
� � h event.

� is session will focus on 
employability and appren-
ticeship funding options for 
employers who wish to take on 
a young person in their busi-
ness. Aimed at West Highland 
employers, this one hour, 
live and interactive session 
will be held on Wednesday 
January 27, 11am till noon, 
and will feature speakers from 
Skills Development Scotland, 
� e Department of Work 
and Pensions, � e Virtual 
Learning Academy and West 
Highland College UHI.

It will cover all current 
funding opportunities and 
ways to successfully integrate 
a young person into your 

Urgent appeal for 
Nevis Radio cash

As part of the Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce, our 
members’ views are vital to 
help assess the state of busi-
ness activity and outlook in 
Scotland.

� e in� uential Quarterly 
Economic Indicator, produced 
by the Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce in collaboration 
with the Fraser of Allander 
Institute at the University of 
Strathclyde, surveys all net-
work members to give regular 
three-monthly snapshots of 
the economy and attitudes to 
economic conditions.  As you 
would expect, the latest report, 
for quarter four 2020, makes 
pretty tough reading.

It shows signi� cant parts 
of the Scottish economy face 
worsening conditions due to 
the pandemic before restric-
tions hopefully ease this year.

Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce has called on the 
UK and Scottish Government 
to put in place a sustained pro-
gramme of business support, 
particularly for the hardest hit 

sectors, to support economic 
recovery throughout 2021.

Tim Allan, President of 
the Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce, said: ‘Last year 
was the most challenging year 
in living memory for many of 
us. In addition to the health 
risk we all face as a result of 
Covid-19, restrictions imposed 
have created an ongoing re-
cession and a jobs crisis which 
will likely take years to recover 
from.’

Speaking about the tourism 
sector, Mr Allan added: ‘Steps 
must be taken to safeguard the 
future of our visitor economy.  
As restrictions gradually ease 
through 2021, we must see 
a renewed e� ort by govern-
ment and agencies to boost 
Scotland’s pro� le as a place to 
visit and invest in.’

� ere is help and support 

available for businesses. � e 
Temporary Closure Grant is 
available through Highland 
Council for businesses who 
have had to close due to the 
Covid-19 protective measures 
introduced on Boxing Day.

� e chamber welcomes the 
news the Scottish Government 
will be making a range of other 
grants available to businesses 
over the coming weeks. 

It is expected these will 
include additional funding for 
the outdoor tourism sector, 
B&Bs and guesthouses exclud-
ed from the Non-Domestic 
Rates Scheme, self-catering 
accommodation, inbound 
tour operators and the snow 
sport sector, as well as a top-
up payment for hospitality 
businesses.

Join Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce today to make sure 
you are in the know about help 
available and to raise your 
voice as part of Scotland’s 
biggest business network. Visit 
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk 
to � nd out more.

VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

Could your business 
bene� t from taking 
on a young person?

A call has been made for 
the Scottish Government to 
provide � nancial support to 
community radio stations 
including Fort-William based 
Nevis Radio, writes Mark 
Entwistle

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron wants the 
Scottish Government to help 
the sector which has been hit 
hard by the loss of advertising 
revenues as a result of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

He wrote to Finance 
Secretary Kate Forbes a� er 
being contacted by represent-
atives of Nevis Radio, which 
broadcasts across Lochaber in 
the West Highlands.

Mr Cameron said: ‘Stations 
like Nevis Radio play a valued 
role in their communities 
and are o� en the � rst news 
providers local people go to if 
they are seeking information 
on matters like school closures 

or, in the case of Nevis Radio, 
whether there are problems 
with the A82 trunk road which 
is vulnerable to tra�  c delays.

‘� ese stations are also 
invaluable to people who lack 
access to the internet and are, 
perhaps, isolated and take 
comfort from the sound of a 
friendly local voice.

‘Nevis Radio performs an 
important public service and 
deserves to be supported. 
Given she is the local MSP, 
I hope Kate Forbes will be 
receptive to this request.

‘A relatively modest sum 
of money from the Scottish 
Government would help 
stations like Nevis Radio over 
this di�  cult period to secure 
their future, which is all I am 
asking for.’

Simon Abberley, from Nevis 
Radio, added: ‘Due to the pan-
demic, many of our sources of 
advertising have dried up as 
they have had to cease trading 
and other potential sources, 
such as the charitable sector, 
have been over-subscribed.

‘We have been operating 
for 27 years and, for some 
communities, are still the only 
radio station they can receive 
at home.

‘Even temporarily closing is 
not an option, as the nature 

of broadcasting regulations 
means we may well be unable 
to restart, leaving our listeners 
without any service.

‘We are just looking for mod-
est support so that we can plan 
ahead and get through to the 
other side of the pandemic.’

Ms Forbes, also the constit-
uency MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch, told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘� ere has 
been � nancial support availa-
ble, although I appreciate that 
funding hasn’t compensated 
for all the lost income.

‘Financial support has been 
available for community 

radio stations, with details on 
Ofcom’s website. � e scheme 
closed in the middle of January.

‘Separately, the Scottish 
Government signi� cantly in-
creased the advertising spend 
and I would like that to include 
Nevis Radio.

‘I have separately written 
to Nevis Radio with contact 
details about the increased ad-
vertising budget if Nevis Radio 
isn’t being su�  ciently included 
in that additional advertising.

‘� ere are also community 
and � ird Sector funds which 
are open and will run until 
March 2021.’

business. Whether recruiting 
or not, employers across the 
West Highlands are invited to 
the session to learn about how 
this funding and support can 
bene� t a local young person 
and their business.

Frazer Coupland, DYW 
West Highland Lead and chief 
executive o�  cer of Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce said: 
‘At a time when our West 
Highland young people 
might be struggling to obtain 
employment opportunities, 
this webinar is a fantastic way 
for employers to make a real 
di� erence through accessing 
the current funding and 
upskilling schemes on o� er.’

If you are a West Highland 
employer interested in 
helping to make a di� erence 
to a young person’s life and 
increasing your talent pool, 
visit www.dywwesthighland.
org for more information and 
to book your free ticket.

Donald Cameron. Kate Forbes.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Improve your home and well-being
with a Cairngorm conservatory

A conservatory meets all the main requirements that homeowners 
have highlighted as important elements of being happy in your home

87% of homeowners                   
say aspects of their home

contribute to their 
positive

mental health

Visit our website for more information

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Secure your kitchen,
conservatory, or window 
order today and pay no 
more until 2022.

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act 
a credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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In October last year charity 
Urram shared a � rst glimpse 
of its vision for the redevel-
opment of the Dail Mhor 
health and social care site in 
Strontian.

Although steady feedback 
on the plans has since been 
received, Urram says more 
is needed so it has decided to 
keep the community consulta-
tion running until the end of 
February. It is urging all West 
Lochaber residents to have 
their say.

Urram’s proposals are for a 
multi-functional care hub to 
replace the rapidly deteriorat-
ing buildings currently on site.

� is exciting project aims to 
provide � exible services for 
the short and long-term care 
needs of the West Lochaber 
community, a new village hall, 
a small supported-housing 
complex and � exible and 

modern spaces for a multitude 
of community uses.

It would create new employ-
ment opportunities and pro-
tect existing jobs and services 
in the area.

To date, feedback from the 
consultation has been positive, 
with more than 90 per cent 
of respondents stating they 
are, overall, in favour of the 
redevelopment.

Useful points highlighted 

have included the need for 
more parking; consideration 
of the proximity of any new 
building to nearby residents; 
the need for a sta�  room; larger 
GP consulting rooms; the need 
for the kitchen to be closer to 
the care hub and consideration 
of remote day care facilities in 
outlying villages.

Urram Project O�  cer Lara 
Van de Peer said: ‘� ank you 
to everyone who has respond-

Urgent investment to tackle 
the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic on young people 
across the Highlands and 
Islands is needed according to 
John Erskine, Scottish Labour 
candidate for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch. 

Following the publication 
of a new study, Mr Erskine 
is calling for the Scottish 
Government to act.

� e University of Edinburgh, 
RuralCovidLife study, ex-
amined the psychological, 
social and � nancial e� ects of 
the pandemic in rural areas 
and found that 32 per cent of 
those aged 18 to 29 said they 
feel lonely most or all of the 
time, compared with three per 
cent in the 70-79 age group 
and eight per cent of the total 
surveyed.

Mr Erskine said: ‘Young 
people across the Highlands 
and Islands are sadly being let 
down and forgotten about by 
the Scottish Government dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic.

‘� e RuralCovidLife study 
highlights young people in 
areas like ours can o� en feel 

More Dail Mhor 
feedback sought

 The artist’s impression for a community care hub and 
associated � exible housing units at Dail Mhor.

ed to our survey to date. � e 
proposals put forward are a 
starting point only.

‘� e most important thing 
residents across the area can 
do is look at drawings and tell 
us what works, what doesn’t 
and what we have missed.

‘Only by receiving construc-
tive feedback on our proposals, 
can we move onto the next 
stage of this development 
with information that truly 
re� ects what the community 
wants and needs. Please take 
� ve minutes to tell us what 
you think so we can plan the 
best possible future for care 
delivery in this area.’

Urram, previously the Dail 
Mhor Working Group, was 
set up as a charity to work in 
partnership with community 
councils, Highland Council, 
NHS Highland and other part-
ners and is the lead partner on 
this progressive project.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Call to tackle youth 
social isolation crisis

� e coronavirus pandemic 
and lockdown have had a 
huge impact on everyone, not 
least youngsters who have 
had to try and make sense 
of it all and come to terms 
with its impact on their lives, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

‘Aiseirigh’ (Resurrection) 
is Mallaig Primary School’s 
� rst FilmG contribution for 
a number of years – FilmG 
is the Gaelic short � lm com-
petition – and the youngsters 
used the lockdown as inspi-
ration for their entry.

With a feeling in general 
that there is light at the end 
of the tunnel in terms of the 
restrictions over the last year, 
the school decided to inter-
pret this year’s theme, Èirigh 
(rising up) in these terms.

Teacher Dougie Beck told 
the Lochaber Times this 
week: ‘A� er some whole-
class planning with Mallaig 
primary’s GM4-7 class, we 
settled on using the end of 
hibernation as a metaphor 
for coming out of lockdown – 
a time of new beginnings and 
hope for the future.

‘Once � lming started, 
we improvised our scenes, 

capturing a huge number 
of short scenes showing 
a gradual transition from 
slumber to trepidation at 
being outside again to joy at 
being � nally released.

‘We are hugely grateful 
to Oban Gaelic Choir for 
permission to use their stun-
ning version of Niteworks’ 
Maraiche as a sound back-
drop to the � lm.

‘It re� ected perfectly the 
atmosphere and tension of 
the � lm. 

‘� e � lm is interspersed 
with short phrases and 
soundbites recorded by the 
children, re� ecting their own 
thoughts, hopes and feelings 

at this time. It has been a 
great experience for everyone 
involved and a fantastic thing 
for pupils to look back on in 
the future.

‘For me, it was a nostalgic 
return to my previous role as 
a drama o�  cer at Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal, which involved 
me travelling round schools 
helping out with their FilmG 
submissions,’ he added.

 

Mallaig pupils use lockdown 
experience for FilmG project

A scene from the � lm featuring pupils at Mallaig primary.  

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

lonelier and more isolated 
than their elderly neighbours 
and the government needs to 
provide urgent investment to 
tackle the increasing social iso-
lation crisis unfolding across 
the region. Restrictions on 
visiting friends’ and family’s 
homes has led to fewer people 
using public transport and an 
increased reliance on digital 
connectivity to stay in touch 
with others.

‘Sadly, poor internet con-
nectivity remains a signi� cant 
barrier for many young people 
in the Highlands and Islands 
and this is compounding the 
problems of social isolation. 
Poor broadband a� ects every-
one’s ability to work from 
home, to stay connected with 
others and to help counter 
the loneliness people can 
experience.

‘It’s clear the Highlands 
and Islands need to see much 
greater investment in physical 
spaces for people to meet, an 
a� ordable and properly func-
tioning public transport net-
work and decent high-speed 
broadband connectivity.’

JAMIE JOHNSTON MSP 

The cost of this publication has been met from parliamentary resources. 
The SPCB is not responsible for the content of other internet sites. 

JAMIE HALCRO JOHNSTON MSP  
Member of the Scottish Parliament I HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS REGION 

 

ONLINE SURGERY 
 
Friday 29th January  
from 2pm - 4pm on ZOOM 
 
To book an appointment with Jamie, please email 
jamie.halcrojohnston.msp@parliament.scot 
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Mental Health Matters
NIC GODDARD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

We enter 2021 carrying all of 
the extremes of 2020 with us - 
the worry of increasing Covid 
numbers once more, the hope 
of vaccinations o� ering the 
chance of a return to some sort 
of normal again, the uncer-
tainty of disrupted education, 
work and � nances, the lived 
experience we all now have 
of having been through this 
before and � nding strategies to 
help us cope with it.

In the same way as we have 
all adapted and learned new 
ways during the pandemic, so 
have the support organisations 
which o� er help with mental 
health and wellbeing.

So many services have found 
e� ective ways of moving 
online, working remotely and 
delivering help in new and 
innovative ways.

During the � rst lockdown,  
many of us reconnected with 
the natural world and we have 
seen a huge increase in the 
number of people spending 
time outside, wildlife watch-
ing, wild swimming and 
getting to know the area where 
they live.

Popular counsel for self care 

Hugh Asher in 
his special ‘sit 
spot’.

generally includes practices 
such as meditation and mind-
fulness and an increasingly 
popular form of combining 
both being-present-in-the-mo-
ment and aware-of-our-nat-
ural-surroundings is forest 
bathing - or Shinrin Yoku, 
to give it its Japanese name, 
where the idea originates from.

I attended a virtual introduc-
tion to forest bathing course 
last year and have even been on 
a guided session in a woodland 
but confess that despite all my 
best intentions, regular forest 
bathing has yet to make it into 
my day-to-day life routine.

I tend to resist new year res-
olutions or January challenges. 
I know myself well enough 
to suspect I will have both 
stopped and pretended I never 
started by the time the date has 
reached double � gures.

However, I have signed up for 
a Sit Spot Challenge, speci� -
cally because it promises there 
is no actual challenge involved 
and if you don’t do it every day 
no-one will mind.

� e challenge is being run by 
Hugh Asher, of Darach Cro�  
near Acharacle, who is train-

ing to become a certi� ed forest 
therapist and forest bathing 
guide with the Forest � erapy 
Institute which aims to pro-
mote the concept of ‘healthy 
people, healthy planet’.

Hugh explained: ‘� e idea 
of ‘sit spot’ is to � nd a place 
in nature where you can com-
fortably sit for 20-30 minutes 
and fully immerse yourself, 

connecting all your senses 
with the world around you.

‘I will be sending out daily 
suggestions to help you � nd 
those connections. � ere is 
also an opportunity – with no 
obligation – to connect with 
others taking part in the chal-
lenge through an online group.

‘You don’t need to do it every 
day though. � e challenge is 

getting started and giving it a 
try.’ 

� at certainly sounds like a 
not-too-challenging challenge! 

Hugh continued: ‘Ideally, to 
get the greatest bene� t, you 
will manage to � nd an outside 
spot, but you could participate 
sitting next to a window, or 
maybe from your car, parked 
somewhere with a view of the 

natural world. � e only kit 
you will need is to be sure you 
are wearing something com-
fortable and maybe if you are 
heading outside, something 
waterproof to sit on.’

So, 20 minutes at a time, a 
gentle daily reminder email 
from Hugh to keep prompting 
me, no need to give up or deny 
myself anything during these 
di�  cult times, no equipment 
required or need to travel and 
plenty evidence to suggest 
these activities will help reduce 
anxiety and stress and improve 
mental and emotional wellbe-
ing. Plus, thanks to a � ink 
Health, � ink Nature grant 
Hugh has secured, there is no 
cost for taking part.

I hope this will be the kick-
start I need to make forest 
bathing a more regular part 
of my day-to-day routine. I’ll 
report back at the end of the 
challenge, which is running 
throughout February. I’ve per-
suaded my family to sign up 
too. Visit https://darachcro� .
com/28-day-sit-spot-challenge 
for more information and to 
register.

Coronavirus
BID4Oban are working to provide information to the business 

community of Oban as regularly as possible.
We are working with our Key Partners Argyll & Bute Council, 

Business Gateway, and AITC on a daily basis.

To enable us to keep in touch, please follow BID4Oban on 
Love Oban Facebook page and website 

www.bid4oban.co.uk for regular updates.

Email info@bid4oban.co.uk
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
However we reserve 
the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must be supplied, 
including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters will not be printed. Please email: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are those 
of the contributors and do not necessarily re� ect 
the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that all 
our reports are fair and accurate and comply with 
the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, how-
ever, that mistakes happen from time to time. If we 
have published anything that is factually incorrect, 
please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 
01631 568000; or email editor@obantimes.co.uk 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you are 
unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact IPSO 
by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. We will abide by the 
decision of IPSO.

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Bha deagh aimsir againn an-diugh nuair a 
thug mi ceum a-mach, agus bha i mòran na 
bu bhlàithe na dh’� airich sinn bho chionn 
greise is shaoil mi gun robh àile earraich a’ 
nochdadh. Far am bheil mise tha an sneachda 
air falbh agus le speur air soilleireachadh bha 
mi a’ cuimhneachadh mar a bhiodh inbhich 
saoghal m’ òige ag ràdh gum biodh an latha “a’ 
sìneadh às dèidh na bliadhn’ ùire!”

’S dòcha gur ann dìreach gam misneachadh 
� èin a bha iad, le aithne gun robh ùine mhath 
den gheamhradh romhpa � athast, ach cha 
robh sin gu diofar ma bha e a’ toirt beagan 
togail dhaibh. Ge b’ e dè eile tha ’n dàn thig 
crìoch air geamhradh agus ùrachadh fàs earra-
ich, agus ’s neònach mura robh ginealaichean 
mhic an duine bho thoiseach tìme air a bhith 
a’ feitheamh an dùsgaidh sin leis an aon seòrsa  
spiorad dòchais. 

� ug m’ athair iomadh bliadhna a’ seòladh 
chuantan mòra agus fad ùine an Dàrna 
Cogaidh mar phàirt den sin, agus ged ’s 
iomadh stoirm oillteil a dh’� uiling e bhiodh 
e daonnan ag ràdh gun robh gailleann na b’ 
� asa cothachadh rithe ann an solas an latha. 
Gun teagamh tha an aon rud fìor a thaobh dor-
chadas a’ gheamhraidh a bhith a’ crìonadh ’s 
gach latha den bhliadhna a’ fàs nas � aide, agus 
tha sinne uile dualach a bhith a’ faireachadh 
nas � eàrr annainn � ìn.

Nuair a bha mi òg bha “tractaran a’ Bhùird” a’ 

tòiseachadh ri nochdadh agus a’ cuideachadh 
le obair-fearainn, ach cha robh a h-uile duine 
gan cleachdadh. Cha robh � ù ’s eich aig 
mòran chroitearan san sgìre, agus nuair a 
thigeadh e gu àm innearaidh bhiodh fadachd 
air  crainnteachd an earraich far am biodh an 
talamh na b’ � asa obrachadh air co-dhiù a b’ 
ann le each is cairt neo le bara-rotha. 

Bha an dà chuid cairtean agus na barachan 
a’ ruith air rothan caola, agus leis gun robh 
bachall iarainn nan cairtean gu sònraichte 
dualach gearradh sìos ann an talamh bog bha 
talamh tioram cruaidh, neo � ù ’s reòthta, na 
chuideachadh mòr. Ge b’ e dè a’ mheudachd 
fearainn a bh’ aig   croitear bhiodh drip air 
deasachadh ac� ainne ach am bithte deiseil 
airson “obair earraich”, agus bha farpais mhòr 
air cò bhiodh an sàs air toiseach le sin! 

Dh’� eumte spaidean a gheurachadh, agus 
bhiodh feadhainn a bha � athast a’ cleachdadh 
cas-chrom a’ cur faobhar oirre is a’ tean-
nachadh sgonnan; agus bhiodh treabhaichean 
each a’ sealltainn ri coltair, soc, is bòrd-ùireach 
a’ chruinn, agus sineachdainn-tarraing is gre-
allag. Saoil cò mheud an-diugh dam b’ aithne 
each a bheartachadh airson obair-treabhaidh 
neo slaodaidh?

Àm dripeil den bhliadhna ach b’ e àm toga-
rrach a bh’ ann cuideachd, dìreach mar a tha 
an t-àm seo dhuinn uile air am bheil fadachd ri 
banachdach agus saorsa gluasaid às ùr!

Mull ferries
We can only hope the Ministry of Transport 
and CMAL have learnt from the multi-million 
� asco which has le�  two hulks adorning Port 
Glasgow’s waterfront. � ey could soon rival 
Falkirk’s Kelpies as artistic attractions.

Mull needs an all-weather, no frills ‘seabridge’ 
compatible with using Craignure’s rather dodgy 
pier, rather than a mini-cruise liner based on 
complex and expensive plug-in/gas propulsion 
technology. 

Argyll desperately needs long-term infrastruc-
ture investment, particularly for the A83, and 
this alone should put a lot of pressure on those 
concerned to � nd cost e� ective answers to ferry 
services. Perhaps what is lacking is a coherent 
transport strategy.

An alternative to the option currently under 
review would be to seek tenders worldwide for 
one or preferably two catamarans. � e Mull 
crossing has only about four miles of semi-open 
water and a ship designed for operating amongst 
typhoon ridden Paci� c islands should have no 
di�  culty in handling it.

James Harmer, Isle of Mull.

Fishing problems after Brexit
Remember the closing stages of the Brexit 
negotiations? Boris Johnson pretended he was 
holding out to get the best deal for � shermen. 
In the end he agreed a deal that the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation described as ‘desperately 
poor’ and ‘the worst of both worlds’. Fishermen 
are restricted to catch fewer � sh in most key 
species. Lorries carrying stocks that have been 
caught were le�  to sit at Larkhall – unable to 
penetrate the new fog of bureaucracy. Scottish 
� shermen are forced to land the � sh they can 
catch in Denmark – grim news for Scottish � sh 
processors. 

Instead of trying to � x the problem, Tory 
Minister Jacob Rees-Mogg says the � sh are 
happier to be British. Of course they are – the 
� shermen aren’t catching them. 

� e Tories must sort out this mess they have 
created. 

Our � shermen and � sh processing workers de-
serve better than silly remarks about happy � sh.

Councillor Alan Reid, Cowal.

RAF Benevolent Fund
While the vaccine rollout out across the country 
provides some hope, social isolation and loneli-
ness poses a real threat to our elderly this winter, 
among them many former RAF personnel and 

their partners supported by the RAF Benevolent 
Fund.

To help combat this, the fund organises week-
ly check and chats and telephone friendship 
groups and provides access to a listening and 
counselling service,  relationship counselling 
support and an online wellbeing portal to help 
support emotional wellbeing amongst the veter-
an community.

To refer someone to the RAF Benevolent Fund, 
please visit ra� f.org or call 03001 021919.

Air Vice-Marshal Chris Elliot, Chief 
Executive, RAF Benevolent Fund.

Happy memories
� e headline of Iain � ornber’s article in  � e 
Oban Times of December 17 2020, Remember 

Man As You Pass By, is the opening line of an 
epitaph on a gravestone, which reads in full:

‘Remember man as you pass by,
As you are now so once was I.
As I am now so must you be,
� erefore prepare to follow me’.
� is brought back happy memories of my 

parents in � ts of laughter as my late mother - 
brought up in Scotland and familiar with this 
bon mot gravestone - claimed that the local 
urchins always � nished the rhyme with the 
following: 

‘To follow you I’m not contents – until I know 
which way you went!’

I thought this might give your readers a 
chuckle.

Mrs M Garabet, Benderloch.

We need to stick with it
On Tuesday, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
extended the current lockdown on mainland 
Scotland, with schools and nurseries to 
remain closed until mid-February. In 
addition, the islands of Barra and Vatersay 
have moved from level three to level four 
following a ‘signi� cant’ outbreak.

� is means restrictions, including the stay-
at-home requirement, will remain in place 
across the mainland and some islands until 
‘at least’ the middle of February, although it 
will be reviewed on February 2.

� is will be di�  cult news for a lot of us, 
although probably not unexpected. Many 
of us are � nding this lockdown harder than 
the � rst one – put in place almost a year 
ago – and while it is good news progress is 
being made, the First Minister was quick to 
point out the NHS in Scotland is not yet out 
of the woods.

As hard as this is, we need to stand � rm, 
keep safe and look out for one another. 

While it may be tempting to visit friends 
indoors in this weather, please don’t, so that 
sooner rather than later restrictions might 
be relaxed, business can reopen and we can 
again visit loved ones, travel and socialise as 
we all desperately want – and need – to.
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DISTRICT NEWS
Residents of Ardnamurchan need not be dig-
ging around for something to do over the next 
two years thanks to funding from the National 
and Cultural Heritage Fund.

Archaeology Scotland, working with 
Ardnamurchan History and Heritage 
Association (AHHA), has been awarded a grant 
to carry out a two-year programme of work in 
west Ardnamurchan.

� e Adopt-a-Monument on Ardnamurchan 
project is part of a new £9 million Scottish pro-
gramme of projects to invest in the Highlands 
and Islands to provide more and better-quality 
opportunities for visitors to enjoy natural and 
cultural heritage assets.

� e project will focus on various aspects of 
the historical environment of the peninsula in 
partnership with AHHA, the area’s landowners 
and cro� ers and involve the whole community.

� e programme will be launched in early 
2021 and led by Dr Paul Murtagh, supported by 
a long-term friend of AHHA, Phil Richardson 
of Archaeology Scotland, who will manage this 
project in west Ardnamurchan.

Two part-time jobs are also being created to 
assist with the delivery of the project. Look out 
for details on the sites listed below.

� ere will be lots of opportunities for 
people who live and, once permitted, visit 
Ardnamurchan to get involved, including two, 
two-week-long archaeological excavations 
taking place around Camas Nan Geall.

Each of the events and activities will be adver-
tised and it is hoped as many people as possible 
can get involved. 

Each participant will learn new skills, from 
archaeological excavation to drystone walling 

and from report writing to photography, while 
another element of the project will be to pro-
vide training in heritage-focused business and 
tourism development.

� e person esponsible for the day-to-day 
running of the project, Dr Murtagh, said: 
‘Due to the complex nature of the European 
fund and issues surrounding Covid-19 there 
have been lots of delays in getting all the 
contracts signed, and it had been hoped to 
have the project up and running before now, 
but it is hoped that 2021 and 2022 will be full 

of archaeological opportunities and fun.’ If 
anyone has any questions about the project 
or would like to take part, please contact Paul 
Murtagh at Archaeology Scotland by email-
ing: p.murtagh@archaeologyscotland.org.uk

Visit the new Archaeology Scotland website 
or the Heritage Ardnamurchan website and 
social media accounts later this month, for 
more information and to � nd out how to get 
involved:

archaeologyscotland.org.uk
heritageardnamurchan.co.uk

Monumental e� ort for Ardnamurchan project

Dr Paul Murtagh, left, will be responsible for 
the day-to-day running of the project; above 
Phil Richardson of Archaeology Scotland.

Plockton innkeeper 
Mary raises over 
£1,400 for charity
A� er Mary Gollan, co-owner of Plockton Inn, 
read an article that Jim Leighton, ex-Aberdeen 
and Scotland goalkeeper, was going to walk 5k 
every day with his dogs for charity, she decided 
that since she goes walking most days, she 
could do something similar.

She asked her friends Anna Rowe, Maggie 
Byrne, Maggie Mackenzie, Sandra Glasgow and 
Johanna Maclean if they would be up for the 
challenge of walking 5k every day in December, 
and all were more than willing.

Mary then set up a page on Justgiving for 
the Sue Ryder Charity, which o� ers palliative 
care and bereavement and mental health 
counselling.

Over a few days they had to split the walks, 
with 2k in the morning and 3k in the a� ernoon 
or evening.  � e worst days weather-wise were 
de� nitely Christmas Day and Boxing Day, but 
thanks to their e� orts more than £1,400 was 
raised.

Comhairle welcomes extra Covid support for island businesses
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has welcomed 
additional Scottish Government funding to 
support hospitality, retail and leisure business-
es on Scotland’s islands.

It comes a� er Scottish Finance Secretary Kate 
Forbes announced £3.3 million of additional 
funding to support hospitality, retail and lei-
sure businesses on the country’s islands.

Funding will be shared by Orkney, Shetland 
and Na h-Eileanan Siar – all of which are whol-

ly covered by level three Covid-19 restrictions. 
� e move brings support for island businesses 
in these sectors into line with those a� ected by 
level four restrictions on the mainland.

Firms are eligible for one-o�  grants ranging 
from £6,000 to £25,000 per premises, based on 
sector and rateable value.

Chairman of the Sustainable Development 
Committee Councillor Donald Crichton com-
mented: ‘� is will come as welcome news and 

a relief to many businesses in the hospitality, 
retail and leisure sectors.

‘Despite our tier three status, the economy in 
the islands is still facing pressure and challeng-
es.  � is funding will go some way to alleviat-
ing this pressure in the meantime as part of a 
range of economic recovery activities in which 
the comhairle and partners are engaged to en-
able viable businesses to survive the Covid-19 
outbreak and prosper in future years.’

Ms Forbes added: ‘While the island authori-
ties are currently in level three and not facing 
the same restrictions on business as the rest of 
Scotland, this funding recognises that travel 
restrictions will have a major impact on the 
island economies.

‘� is funding will help to support island 
businesses during these challenging times and 
bring support into line with that available to 
their mainland counterparts.’

Hotspots for social enterprise
Social enterprise in the Outer Hebrides has had 
a major boost with the naming of the Isle of 
Lewis and the Uists as Scottish Social Enterprise 
Places.

� e recognition of the islands as hotspots for 
social enterprise will be o�  cially announced in 
an online event on � ursday, January 21, hosted 
by Social Enterprise Scotland and attended by 
MSP Aileen Campbell, Cabinet Secretary for 
Communities and Local Government.

Virtual Classes 
and full online 

support offered

Call Gillian on 
07796 040803 

Help for Special 
Dietary Requirements
• Vegetarian & Vegan

• Diabetic

• Pregnancy

• Breastfeeding

• Gluten Free

• Food Intolerances 

Weekly Weigh In 

Slimming World App

Lifeline Online

Slimming World Shop

Facebook Group Virtual 

Weekly Meetings 

Consultant Support

Barcode Scanner

Exclusive Newsletter
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OPEN FOR
We are publishing this information in association with MOWI. Featuring the businesses in Lochaber 

that are open and able to offer vital products and services to our community during the current Covid-19 
pandemic. Many of these businesses are working under extreme pressure to bring quality products and 

services to the people of Lochaber and beyond. Please remember to exercise caution when shopping and 
only shop for essential supplies. Along with our wonderful NHS staff and carers, our local food, fuel, news 

platforms and home supply businesses are our community champions!

Here we are again, in lockdown! It’s a rollercoaster 
ride but we are here to support you. We have listed 
many of the essential businesses that are open to 
locals or operating online. Our deepest empathy 
goes out to the businesses that have had to close 
again and we look forward to seeing their doors 
wide open when things ease up again.
Please feel free to get in touch with us if you would 
like to feature your business, or if you know a 
business that should be included. Email nmurphy@
obantimes.co.uk or get in touch via our Facebook 
page on messenger (Lochaber Times)
Let’s spread the word as much as we can! 

SUPERMARKETS AND FOODHALLS

MARKS & SPENCER FOODHALL 
Open 8am-8pm Mon-Sat, until 7pm Sun 
Social distancing measures in place 
https://www.marksandspencer.com/c/shopwith-
con�dence 
Tel: 01397 600208

MORRISONS 
Open Mon-Sat 7am-10pm 
7am-8pm Sunday 
Please note all our cafes are currently closed. 
Tel: 01397 700333 
Tel: 0345 6116111 option 5 for doorstop deliveries for 
elderly and vulnerable (free service), £2 for students, 
£4.50 all other customers 
Petrol Station: 6am to midnight

LIDL
Open Mon-Fri 8am-10pm 
Sun 8am-8pm 
Tel: 0800 977 7766

ALDI 
Open Mon-Sat 8am-8pm 
Sun 9am-8pm 
Tel:  0800 042 0800

FARMFOODS 
Open: 8am-8pm Mon-Fri 
Sat: 8am-7pm 
Sun: 9am-6pm 
Tel: 0121 700 7160

CO-OP STORES 
CAOL, CORPACH, MALLAIG 
Mon-Sun: 7am-8pm 
Tel: 01397 703302

TESCO EXPRESS 
Open: 7am-9pm Mon-Sat. Sun: 10am-5pm

TAKEAWAY FOOD

SPICE TANDOORI  
High Street, Fort William 
Open daily 
Phone orders only 
Payment preferred over telephone by card 
Deliveries from 4pm-10.30pm, daily within 5 mile 
radius of Fort William 
Fortnightly to further a�eld – check website for details 
www.spice-tandoori.com 
Tel: 01397 705192

MACARI’S FISH & CHIPS 
High St, Fort William 
Takeaways and deliveries from 4pm 
Available via Just Eat or call 01397 703 333 
Tel: 01397 703333

BEN NEVIS TAKEAWAY 
Inverlochy 
Pizza, Fish, Chips and More 
Place your order via JustEat or 
Tel: 01397706171

THE STABLES RESTAURANT 
Dudley Road, Fort William 
Extensive takeaway available with weekend specials. 
We will open for takeaway 4pm - 8pm 
Wednesday 13th to Saturday 16th January 
01397 700730 for orders - contactless collection service.

TORLINNHE GUEST HOUSE
Special smoked BBQ boxes for take-away or delivery 
Hog Roast Box, Family Box and BBQ Box 
Collection from Achintore Road or we can deliver 
Afternoon Teas also available – beautifully presented 
Visit Facebook page for more information and 
telephone to order on  
Tel: 07789 428767

LOCAL FRESH FOOD SUPPLIERS

LOCHABER LARDER  
Blar Mhor Ind. Estate 
Collection or delivery 
Visit Facebook page for full product list 
Monday - Friday, 8am - 4pm, Saturday - 8am - 2pm 
And don’t worry if you can’t make it in to the shop - 
our delivery schedule is as follows: 
Fort William & Surrounding – daily 
Mallaig & Road to the Isles - Tuesday & Friday 
Strontian/Acharacle – Wednesday 
Ballachulish/Kinlochleven – Thursday 
Spean Bridge/Roybridge – Saturday 
Telephone orders: 01397 703070

IAIN STEWART FISH SALES 
Collection or delivery – Blar Mhor Ind. Estate 
Open 9am-5pm Tues to Fri, Sat: 8.30am-2pm 
Lobster, langoustine, king scallops, mussels , also 
fresh in from Peterhead �sh Market 
wild halibut, monk�sh, haddock , lemon sole, hake, 
cod, smoked haddock, mackerel and salmon and 

Launched to support charities across Scotland, the Mowi Salmon Wagon serves  
up delicious Mowi salmon with 100% of proceeds from the sale of food benefitting 
local causes. Charities simply apply to have the wagon attend their event, arriving  
fully stocked and manned by our talented chefs, ready to raise valuable funds. 

We know charities need support now more than ever and our team is committed  
to helping communities throughout Scotland as soon as we are able to. 

Sign up to be the first to hear when we’re able to accept applications  
at mowisalmonwagon.co.uk

As soon as it’s safe, the  
Mowi Salmon Wagon will 
be back benefiting charities 
throughout Scotland
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potatoes from the Black Isle.
Deliveries available also to outlying areas.
Check our Facebook for updates
Tel orders: 07795 232324 or email: iain� shsales@
gmail.com

THE WILDCAT
Fort William
Open 11am-4pm
Tues, Thurs, Sat
Doors closed but we will assist at the door
Usual selection of declicous vegan food
Ordering in advance helps.
Wildcat.groceries@gmail.com

WILDCAT VEGETABLES
Deliveries can be arranged locally
please pre-order fruit and vegetables. Check FB for 
catalogue. Please place orders by 2pm Sundays for 
delivery to us the following Thursday. If you can’t 
collect, have a delivery from us on the Thursday, we 
can keep fruit and veg for you for the Saturday or 
following Tuesday.

ARDSHEALACH SMOKEHOUSE & FINE FOODS
Glenuig
Order online: www.smokedproduce.com
Tel: 01687 470266

NEVIS BAKERY
High Street, Fort William
Open 8am-3pm, Mon-Sat, Closed Sunday
Max 2 in shop at any one time.
£10 NEVIS BAKERY SPECIAL
4 x Scotch Pies OR 4 x Sausage Rolls, 4 Cream Buns, 
6 Morning Rolls, 1 x Packet Pancakes OR 1 x Packet 
Shortbread Fingers
OFFER VALID  UNTIL SATURDAY 30TH JANUARY 2021. 
Place your order by 11am the day before collection 
by calling 01397 704101 or popping into our High 
Street shop

GREAT GLEN CHARCUTERIE
Delivered to your door
Check FB for recipe ideas and updates
www.greatglencharcuterie.com 
Tel: 01397 712121
www.greatglencharcuterie.com

JAHAMA HIGHLAND ESTATES VENISON
Located at North Road, Fort William
http://www.jahamahighlandestates.com/
venison-sales/
01397 902355

BUILDING, PLUMBING, DIY SUPPLIES

LBS
Opening hours
Monday-Friday
7.30am-5.30pm
Saturday 8am to 11.45am
Sunday closed
Limited to 3 customers in store at any one time
sales@lochaberdiy.co.uk or 01397 700350
Deliveries may be possible but please enquire � rst, 
we will try our best to accommodate.

H.I.S (HIGHLAND INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES)
Call/email to order then collect
Monday – Friday  7:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday CLOSED
Visit: www.hisltd.co.uk

LEGAL SERVICES

MACPHEE & PARTNERS
Available: Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm
We remain fully available to assist with your legal 
and property matters – with protective measures 
in place. Providing a local and personal service in 
these di�  cult times.
Tel: 01397701000
Email: law@macphee.co.uk

GARAGES 

FORT WILLIAM TYRE SERVICES
Open for essential workers and commercial freight 
organisations
Tel: 01397 700277 or 07702 433 495

MCCONECHY’S TYRES & EXHAUSTS
Open as usual Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm
Sat 8.30am-12.30pm
Social distancing measures in place
Tel: 01397 706197
Email: fort-william@mcconechys.co.uk
www.mcconechys.co.uk

FUEL/SERVICE STATIONS

BP ROAD TO THE ISLES
Open 7 days, 24 hours
Jet wash, shop and o�  license
Tel: 01397 703406

ESSO GARAGE
Open 24 hours, 7 days
Tel: 01397 702706

GLEANERS
(Ben Nevis Filling Station Fort William and Onich 
Services)
Tel: 01397 702346 ahead of travelling for opening 
hours

MORRISONS SERVICE STATION
Open 6.30am-10.30pm, 
Tel: 01397 700333

GLENCOE FILLING STATION
Open 7 days 8am-6.30pm (from 10am Sun)
Tel: 01855 811308

THE FERRY STORES & KILCHOAN FILLING 
STATION
Open Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm, 
For all your essential supplies.
Free local delivery.
Tel: 01972 510201

JOHNSTON BROS FILLING STATION, MALLAIG
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm
Tel: 01687 462 215
MORAR MOTORS
Car hire, breakdown and recovery
Car Hire 01687 462118
Recovery 01687 462118
E. morarmotors@aol.com (Mallaig)
E. contact@morarmotorskye (Kyle)

STRONTIAN FILLING STATION
Open Mon-Sat 8am-7pm. Sun 10.30am-6pm
Tel: 01967 402135 

TAXIS
For essential travel only:

A&A TAXIS
Available 24/7
Tel: 01397 701702

SPEEDERS CABS
Available 24/7
Tel: 01397 704000

CHEMIST & HEALTHCARE

BOOTS THE CHEMIST 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5.30pm
Please call ahead to ensure repeat prescriptions are 
ready
Tel: 01397 705143

CONVENIENCE STORES/ NEWSAGENTS

STRONTIAN STORES
Free delivery for those unable to leave their homes
Telephone orders to 01967 402268
Email strontiashop@gmail.com

SPAR
Claggan and Grange Road
Open 8am-9pm, 7 days
Fruit, veg, meat, lottery, wines, beers and spirits
Tel: 01397 702558 – Claggan
Tel: 01397 705562 – Grange Road

PET SUPPLIES

DIRECT PET SUPPLIES/PETSTOP
Open Tuesday - 9:00am until 5:30pm
Thursday - 9:00am until 5:30pm
Saturday - 10:00am until 5:00 pm
Social distancing measures in place
Tel: 01397 700715 

SHOPS & ONLINE SHOPPING 

HOLROYD GALLERY, NORTH BALLACHULISH
Shop closed to public but online sales available:
www.holroydgallery.co.uk
sarah@holroydgallery.co.uk
01855 821277

GLEN SPEAN BREWERY
Message via Facbook page for delivery to your door 
all around Lochaber
See FB for full menu and pricelist
www.glenspeanbrewing.com

THE WORKSHOP – LOCHABER HOPE
Orders being taken for bespoke furniture
Opening hours are Monday to Friday from 8am to 
4pm, and the best ways to get in touch are either 
through email at theworkshop@lochaberhope.org.
uk, via Instagram @theworkshop_lochaberhope, or 
via facebook.com/aplacetobuild
A social enterprise business, created to support 
Lochaber Hope

PH33 WEB SHOP
Beautiful gift items available and gift vouchers 
available on the website. 
Easy online ordering and delivery to your door.
https://ph33.onlineweb.shop
T: 07443656528

SKIRR SKINCARE
Skirr is the sustainable solution for adven-
ture and endurance athletes who love nature and 
the outdoors.
www.skirrskin.co.uk
Tel: 07709014479

EMPORIUM OF WORLDLY GOODS
Click and Collect or postal service available
Visit FB page for details on how to order online
www. theemporiumfortwilliam.square.site

THE HIGHLAND SOAP COMPANY
Inverlochy
Available to order online
www.highlandsoaps.com
Click and collect service, weekdays 10am-12pm after 
receiving a ‘ready to collect’ email.

MARSHALL & PEARSON
Open for essentials: Mon, Wed, Fri – 11am-3pm.
Visit FB page for more information
Order on 01397 700500
Enquiries via messenger

THE GRANITE HOUSE
Shop closed but website fully open
Click and collect from the shop available
Get in touch via Facebook or website
 www.granitehousefortwilliam.co.uk

PIXEL SPIRITS DISTILLERY AND GIN SCHOOL
Delivered locally, posted or collection. 
Gin, gift items, gift vouchers and online tasting and 
tours experiences.
W: www.pixelspiritsltd.co.uk
T: 07443 656528

SPORT AND LEISURE

HIGHLAND TITLES NATURE RESERVE
Car park and paths open, please take any litter 
home with you and leave only footprints, details: 
www.highlandtitles.com/nature-reserves/

OTHER INFO FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICES

BALLACHULISH COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUP
Visit FB page for more information 
FB: Covid19balla
Wellbeing Larder
Tuesdays 5.30pm to 7pm
Saturdays 10am – 12pm
Call con� dentially on 01855 604311

FOODBANK LOCHABER
Unit 4, Airds Crossing, High Street, Fort William
Tel: 01397 700212/07421087463
Open Mon, Wed and Fri 12pm-2pm
www.lochaberfoodbank.org
FB: lochaberfoodbank
Call con� dentially for sing
High Street, Fort William33 6EUl. 01397 
700212 or 07421087463

LOCHABER CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
We are still working (from home)-  we are still here 
for you. Due to COVID-19, we are running a reduced 
service. To help keep you and our sta�  safe, our 
bureau will only be operating a telephone and email 
advice service. Tel: 01397 705311 (10 am to 4 pm), 
Email: adviser@lochaberCAB.casonline.org.uk

LOCHABER HOPE
Running a fully remote service.
Tel: 01397 704836
email: reception@lochaberhope.org.uk
FB: lochaberhope or www.lochaberhope.org.uk

SHIEL BUSES AND CITYLINK 
Both companies continue to run reduced timetable 
for essential journeys
www.shielbuses.co.uk
www.citylink.co.uk

OFF BEAT BIKES
Bike Hire & Shop
Covid Level 4 – we are now open TUESDAY, FRIDAY 
and SATURDAY (inclusive) from 10am to 5pm
If you need help outwith these hours get in touch 
using email,  Facebook or Instagram

CRANKITUPGEAR
Glencoe
Bike repairs and sales available by arrangement/
pre-booking only
Tel: 01855 811694
www.glencoebikehire.com

Information correct at time of going to press. 
Check Lochaber Life for other services including 
trades and repairs

This page will run in the Lochaber Times 
every week for as long as necessary - printed 
information will be updated weekly.
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Fort William Football Club 
were once dubbed ‘the worst 
team in Britain’ because of 
their poor record on the pitch.

But recently they have 
claimed a more positive acco-
lade as probably the smallest 
football club in the world to 
have their own specially de-
signed and o�  cially registered 
tartan.

Aptly named ‘Mon the Fort’ 
and woven by the � rm of Ingles 
Buchan, it features an expert 
blending of the black and yel-
low club colours throughout 
the pattern, combined with the 
green of Claggan Park and the 
white snow of Ben Nevis.

Football mad former ‘Caol 
boy’ James Burns, who now 
lives in Italy, was the man with 
the tartan dream and a� er he 
worked hard alongside Fort FC 
management throughout 2020, 
it became a reality.

As with many things, the 
story of the tartan’s conception 
is a long and winding tale. It 
started with a chance visit to 

Lochaber shinty clubs have joined 
with clubs from all around the coun-
try in signing up to the season ahead, 
whenever that may be.

� e Camanachd Association 
con� rmed last week every shinty 
club registered in season 2019 had 
con� rmed its intention of taking part 
in season 2021 when it starts a� er 
lockdown.

Steven MacKenzie, Camanachd 
Association president, said: ‘Our 
vision at the Camanachd Association 
is to protect the game of shinty which 
can only be achieved in partnership 
with our clubs. 

‘For this reason, I was delighted to 
hear all member clubs are registered 
to play shinty this season and help us 
shi�  back to some sense of normality.’

� e current restrictions will delay 
the start to the shinty campaign, 
however, when it is safe to start, clubs 
will be given a pre-season period to 
prepare players before a regionalised 
league campaign. 

� e details of the proposed restart 
of shinty plan will be discussed by 
the competitions committee and pre-
sented to the Camanachd Association 

board for approval at the end of 
January.

Derek Keir, Camanachd Association 
chief executive o�  cer, said: ‘Shinty 
has been a vibrant and integral part 
of Scottish life for hundreds of years 
and it is hugely positive that all of our 
clubs are signed up for the 2021 sea-
son. � is highlights the enthusiasm 
from communities to get back to the 

sport they love. Whilst this intent is 
just the � rst step in a return to our 
sport, credit for this achievement 
undoubtedly lies with the tireless 
volunteers within our clubs. � e work 
they have already done to ensure 
their clubs are Covid-19 compliant 
has been a shining example of the 
leadership that makes community 
sport possible.’ 

Lochaber shinty clubs give 100 per cent to 2021 season

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

‘Caol boy’ James scores the 
winner with Fort FC tartan

James Burns with one of the 
new scarves.

Fort William FC � rst team captain John Treasurer shows o�  
the new tartan with junior team members Lewis Luxton, left, 
and Jack Stephen. Photograph: Johnpaul Peebles, Abrightside Photography.

an Italian family chip shop in 
the Falkirk area, whose owner 
also produces bespoke mer-
chandise, some of which has 
been commissioned by famous 
people across the world.

James and the owner got 
talking as he waited to be 
served and from there he was 
guided to the designers and 
manufacturers to produce 
and register the tartan which 

is now available as a scarf. He 
is justly proud it is a Scottish 
product from conception to 
delivery – although it can 
be bought by fans across the 
globe.

James said: ‘I have always fol-
lowed the fortunes of the Fort 
wherever I am in the world and 
have even played at Claggan 
Park in my younger days as 
part of the Lochaber Bar Team.

‘I have a leather wallet 
stamped with the Fort FC 
logo. � is could also be put 
in to production if there was a 
demand.

‘Producing the tartan was a 
labour of love to help our local 
team which, like many other 
clubs, is facing extra � nancial 
hardship through Covid.

‘I hope the scarves are popu-
lar and give them much-need-
ed funds. � e next step may be 
a kilt.’

� e scarves, priced at £20, 
are available by contacting the 
club through its Facebook page 
or at a match.




