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Serving the west since 1861

Arrests as police 
probe continues

Mainland Scotland 
back in lockdown

Rescued climbers 
broke Covid rules

Catamaran the answer to 
ferry woes, say islanders

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

SAMS scientist Christine Campbell received an MBE in the 2021 New Year’s Honours list

Police investigations are 
continuing after o�  cers 
arrested two 29-year-old 
men in connection with the 
disappearance of a cyclist last 
seen outside the Bridge of 
Orchy Hotel three years ago.

 Full story: page three.

Mainland Scotland and Skye 
were put back into lockdown 
again at midnight on Monday.

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said the tougher 
restrictions were necessary to 
give vaccines a head start and 
win the race against Covid.

Staying at home is a legal 
requirement again, with 
people only allowed to leave 
home for essential purposes. 
People must work from 
home if they can. Schools 
will remain shut until at least 
February 1.

Two men, who breached 
Covid restrictions to travel 
from Oban to climb a munro 
in Glencoe last week, before 
having to be rescued, were 
issued with � xed penalty 
notices by police.

 Full story: page three.

New Year’s Honours for Argyll and the islands
A host of people from Argyll and the islands have been honoured in the 2021 New 
Year’s Honours List. Among those receiving awards are former Scottish Rugby president 
Dee Bradbury, SAMS scientist Christine Campbell and Colonsay postmaster Keith 
Rutherford.  Full story: page 10.

Islanders on Mull and Iona 
are calling for the purchase of 
a second-hand catamaran to 
save the troubled Craignure to 
Oban ferry route from break-
ing point.

Community groups, 
businesses and islanders 
have called on the Scottish 
Government and CMAL, 
the quango responsible 
for CalMac’s ferry � eet, to 
stop ‘dithering’ and buy the 
env i ron ment a l ly-f r iend ly 
catamaran they have found for 
sale before someone else snaps 
it up.

Time is ticking on the ‘gener-
ous’ deal being o� ered by the 
catamaran’s designers and sell-
ers, who are ex-pat Scots, and 
are waiting for commitment 
from Islands Minister Paul 
Wheelhouse MSP so that they 
can go ahead with the design 
of modi� cations to satisfy UK 
authorities.

Similar to one owned by 
Pentland Ferries operating to 

and from Orkney with a rep-
utation of having low-running 
costs and being eco-friendly, 
the catamaran is available for 
just a fraction of the price of 
any ferry recently bought by 
CMAL, says Mull and Iona 
Ferry Committee (MIFC). An 
analysis of passenger levels in 
2018/19 raised concerns that 
ferries on all major routes in 
Scotland were already too large 
for the number of passengers 
and were oversta� ed.

MIFC made the supported 
call for the catamaran’s 
purchase in a letter to Mr 
Wheelhouse.

� e letter asks him to make 
a � rm and early decision to 
buy the catamaran, pointing 
out they are only asking him 
to keep a promise repeated 
many times – that if a suitable 
ferry could be found on the 
used market, CMAL would be 
instructed to buy it.

Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell has also given 
his backing to the purchase of 
the catamaran which is on the 
market for around 10 per cent

Continued on page 10.
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Over the last three decades, 
Craobh Haven skipper Duncan 
Phillips has voyaged the equiv-
alent of eight times sailing 
round the world – and crossed 
the infamous Corryvreckan 
thousands of times.

At the helm of his motor 
launch Farsain, the 80-year-
old has safely transported 
sightseers on boat trips, daring 
the swirling whirlpool and out 
to the islands sitting out of the 
picturesque harbour that has 
been his home since returning 
to his native Scotland from 
Essex.

He has also run a water taxi 
service for appreciative resi-
dents at the north end of Jura 
and there have been numerous 
rescues out at sea and boats 
that needed to be towed back 
to a safe haven.

Just days before Christmas, 

Mr Phillips retired and hand-
ed over his boat and business 
to friend and new owner Tony 
Daley to carry on.

To wish Mr Phillips well, a 
social-distanced celebration 
with Champagne was organ-
ised by friends at the harbour 
on December 23.

Mr Phillips started up 

Farsain Cruises with encour-
agement from the Melfort 
Hotel and club in 1990 and 
for � ve years was the only tour 
operator working out from the 
harbour.

With 200,000 nautical miles 
now to Farsain’s name – Gaelic 
for rover, wanderer or open 
view  – the boat has served him 

proudly. Mr Phillips bought 
Farsain new for the job and 
brought her up the Caledonian 
Canal to get to Craobh Haven.

‘I’ve been in many a marina 
round Europe but for me 
Craobh Haven will always be 
the � nest because of its stun-
ning location,’ he said.

And added: ‘It’s been 31 

years of enjoyable work, every 
single day has been di� erent. 
Without a doubt I’ve had many 
adventures out there. � ere’s 
been so many nice people on 
the boat, including some stars 
from TV, like Robert Hardy, 
Bill Patterson, Muriel Gray 
– gosh, there’s been so many – 
also, Anna Walker on Walker’s 
World.

‘We’ve � lmed the 
Corryvreckan several times. 
It’s di�  cult to count how many 
times I’ve crossed it – about 
9,000 times. It’s always been 
di� erent – di� erent weather, 
di� erent passengers, the state 
of the tide is di� erent  – and 
quite frightening at times that 
you steer clear of it. Other 
times you go in and get a spin 
in the whirlpool but always 
bearing in mind the sea is not 
to be tri� ed with.

‘� ere’ve been a few rescues 
– there was a tragic kayak 
death out there. We couldn’t 

rescue them in time. � ere’ve 
been boats broken down and 
needing to be brought in. I’ve 
pulled several kayakers away 
from the Corryvreckan and 
brought them back.

‘Biggest job we ever did was 
tow a 50-ton trawler through 
the Crinan Canal – that took 
two days, that was an adven-
ture in itself,’ he said.

And as for retirement plans, 
Mr Phillips will be mooring up 
happily at his Croabh Haven 
home to start planning a few 
jaunts for himself for a change.

‘I’m going to start taking 
holidays in the summer now. 
� ere may be boat holidays 
ahead but it’ll be nice just to 
get away in the summer be-
cause I’ve been tied to Croabh 
Haven – not unpleasantly so. 
In the past 30 years, the only 
time of the year I’ve been able 
to get away to visit friends 
elsewhere has been in the 
winter.’

Anchors aweigh as Duncan 
retires after 31 years at helm

Left, cheers to skipper 
Duncan Phillips, left, 
retiring after 31 years 
and Tony Daley, right, 
who is taking over the 
business.
KG_T02_skipper02

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Oban Congregational Church 
has celebrated 200 years of 
worship in Argyll Street, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

� e occasion was marked 
with a special service that went 
ahead within Covid guide-
lines, with hopes for a bigger 
celebration next year.

At the service, the worship-
pers were reminded of days 
gone by and some were taken 
on a walk down memory lane 
– the church outings, picnics 
and parties, said the church’s 
Catherine MacGillivray.

‘We were also encouraged 
by the letters that we received 
from other churches and the 
Congregational Federation. As 

Celebrating two centuries of worship 
on Oban Congregational Church site

The current church was built in 1880 to house its growing 
congregation, but the initial church was built thanks to the 
faith and determination of the Rev John Campbell, inset 
right.

A � re� ghter is taking on the 
height of Ben Nevis in full kit 
in memory of Oban’s Brian 
MacDonald, who lost his battle 
with motor neurone disease 
last year.

Crew commander Grant 
Carnachan will commit to 
the challenge on a gym step 
machine wearing breathing 
apparatus on his back this year.

He had planned to start his 
challenge on December 28 but 
toughened Covid restrictions 
meant it had to be postponed.

� e 37-year-old from Paisley 
hopes his New Year mission 
will raise as much money as 
possible to be split between 
� e Fire Fighters Charity and 
MND Scotland in Brian’s 
memory.

Retired � re� ghter Brian 
MacDonald was just 43 when 
he passed away in July 2020.

Police investigations are 
continuing after o�  cers 
made arrests in connection 
with the disappearance of a 
cyclist last seen outside the 
Bridge of Orchy Hotel three 
years ago.

On Wednesday December 
30, two 29-year-old 
men were arrested then 
released pending more 
enquiries linked with the 
mystery disappearance 
of Stirlingshire man Tony 
Parsons.

The 63-year-old had 
boarded a train to Fort 
William on September 29 
2017 and was last seen later 
that night cycling south on 
the A82 outside the Bridge 
of Orchy Hotel, in the 
direction of Tyndrum.

At the time he was 
wearing a red waterproof 
jacket, a blue long-sleeved 
cycling top, a high-vis 
vest, � ngerless gloves with 
beige combat trousers and 
walking boots. He was also 
wearing a silver and grey 
cycling helmet, carrying 
a silver and blue rucksack 

and riding a yellow-framed 
bike with black handlebars.

A police spokesperson 
said: ‘We can con� rm 
that on Wednesday 
December 30 2020, two 
men, both aged 29, were 
arrested and then released 
pending further enquiries 
in connection with the 
disappearance of Anthony 
Parsons, who was reported 
missing in September 2017. 
Enquiries are ongoing.’

Police activity was 
spotted last week near a 
farmhouse in Bridge of 
Orchy.

Missing cyclist probe 
continues after arrests

Tony Parsons.

Firefi ghter steps up 
in memory of Brian

Grant said: ‘It’s been a hard 
year for everyone, more so for 
charities and Brian’s family. 

‘So I wanted to do my bit and 
show that we are still thinking 
of him, that he is still making a 
di� erence and that his memo-
ry lives on.

‘I had wanted to do a climb 
but with everything going 
on I have not been able to.  

So Prolife Gym has kindly 
allowed me to use their step 
climber. 

‘I plan to climb 10,000 steps 
in my full � re � ghting kit and 
with a BA set on my back. 

‘Just to put that into perspec-
tive, that is higher than Ben 
Nevis, which is roughly 9,000 
steps.

‘I know it’s been tough for 

everyone recently and people 
might not have a lot of money 
but every penny makes a 
di� erence.

‘Brian was a great guy and 
the charities helped him a lot. 
I wanted to do something to 
raise awareness and give back.’

Brian’s brother John said: 
‘Brian would be so happy 
knowing that others are still 
raising money on his behalf 
for MND. Grant is doing him 
proud. 

‘It’s an awful disease. As 
Brian’s family, we are over-
whelmed by people’s kindness 
and generosity at this time.’

To make a donation go to 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/GrantCarnachan

The late Brian 
MacDonald 
when he 
worked as a 
� re� ghter, 
saving lives in 
Glasgow.

Two men, who breached Covid 
restrictions to travel from Oban to 
climb a munro in Glencoe last week, 
before having to be rescued, were 
issued with � xed penalty notices by 
police.

� e duo, aged 21 and 27, got into 
di�  culty on Hogmanay when they 
were descending Buachaille Etive 
Mòr in fading light.

One of the men injured a leg, which 
resulted in 25 members of Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue Team (MRT) at-
tending on foot to locate the men and 
safely help them o�  the hill, assisted 
by police.

� e injured man was taken by land 
ambulance to hospital for assessment. 
During the rescue, a member of 
Glencoe MRT su� ered an injury 

which required medical assessment.
Inspector Kevin Macleod from 

Highlands and Islands Police 
Division said: ‘� e men had travelled 
from Oban to hike this route and 
found themselves in di�  cultly as 
the light was fading at 3.25pm when 
police and MRT were called.

‘� e rescue took 108 man hours and 
the team stood down at 7.30pm. 

‘Both men, aged 21 and 27, were 
issued with � xed penalty notices for 
breaching travel regulations.

‘We continue to ask people to take 
personal responsibility to do the right 
thing and remember the purpose of 
these measures is to aid the collective 
e� ort to protect the NHS and save 
lives by preventing the Covid-19 virus 
from spreading.’

Andy Neilson, Glencoe MRT team 
leader, said: ‘We will always continue 
to provide the vital MRT service 
that we are committed to, however, 
the volunteers assisting the men did 
feel vulnerable due to the inevitable 
close contact required and we have to 
prioritise the health of our members 
in order to continue to provide this 
vital service.’

Climbers fi ned after Covid travel breach

with all churches, this year has 
proved to be a real challenge. 
Social distancing does not 
come easy to any of us. 

‘But with a lot of hard work, 
prayer and determination, our 
doors have been open for wor-

ship, albeit a little di� erently, 
and we will strive to continue 
to do this as Covid allows.

‘Can we just take this 
opportunity to thank 
everyone who has supported 
this church, from near and 
afar, down through the 
years. We now look forward 
in faith,’ she added.

While the early independents 
had gathered mostly outdoors 
for the previous 15 years, the 
� rst building went up in 1820 
on the site in Argyll Street. 
Struggling against opposition 
but with determined, coura-
geous fundraising, this was 
achieved by the Reverend John 
Campbell, the congregation 

and some people of the town, 
explained Catherine.

‘� e building meant the con-
gregation and minister could 
reach out to the communities 
of Oban and the surrounding 
district so that all could hear 
and understand the message 
of God’s love for them.

‘Lives were changed and by 
the 1870s the building, being 
too small for the work and 
witness, was replaced by the 
present building in 1880.

‘Since then the mission of 
this church, to the local people 
and the stranger, has contin-
ued over the years in various 
ways; fellowship, care and love 
to people of all ages.’
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A ‘baby bank’ has been gi� ed 
14 crates of quality items from 
Aldi, Oban.

� e Tiny Treasures Baby 
Bank helps provide vital 
supplies to families and mums 
with newborns and toddlers 
who can quickly outgrow 
what they need leading to 
mounting costs.

� e local charity, which 
celebrates its � rst birthday 
this month, serves a large area 
from Oban to Campbeltown 
including Tarbert, 
Lochgilphead, Kilmelford, 
Kilmartin, Minard, Inveraray 
and Ardfern.

Established by two mums 
from Ardfern – Bonnie 
Stephen and Clair Smith – 
there are now more than 100 
similar banks across the UK.

Bonnie, a mum-of-three 

Community rowers on Seil are getting a new 
launching trolley thanks to charity funding.

Isle of Seil Ski�  Club was delighted to secure 
a grant from the Magic Little Fund, through 
Localgiving and the Postcode Community 
Trust, a grant-giving charity funded by players 
of People’s Postcode Lottery.

� e old launching trolley was on its last legs, 
having served the group for more than seven 
years, said the club’s Sue Fenton.

‘Originally made from o� cuts, it has been 
patched and reinforced over the years – even 
with a lump of wood from the Jubilee Sailing 

Trust’s Tenacious on the front. With our new 
berth in the boatyard further away from the 
slipway and the sea, and various bits falling o�  
the crew as they get older, it was time to bite 
the bullet and order a new one. � is will make 
launch and recovery much less of an e� ort. 
More energy is currently expended than during 
a hard row,’ she added.

� e new trolley has been made but cannot be 
collected from Ayrshire until Covid restrictions 
ease again and rowing can resume. As an out-
door, organised contact sport, the ski�  is not 
allowed to row while Argyll remains in Level 4.

Community rowers on Seil enjoy their last session before Level 4 was brought in on Boxing 
Day. Photograph: James Fenton.

Rowers get new launching trolley

Tiny Treasures receives 
birthday gift from Aldi

who previously worked 
for children’s charities in 
Albania, praised the recent 
contribution from Aldi.

She said the need for items, 
including baby bottles, 
bedding for Moses’ baskets, 

nappies and baby washing 
powders, continues to be in 
high demand.

‘A massive thank you to Aldi 
Oban for its incredibly kind 
donation of baby items,’ said 
Bonnie.

‘Over the past couple of 
weeks, Tiny Treasures has 
started to receive referrals 
from midwives, social workers 
and health visitors from Oban 

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Each Tiny 
Treasures 
package 
is tailor 
made to 
the person, 
based on 
their need.

Bonnie Stephen, one of 
the founders of The Tiny 
Treasures Baby Bank, with 
her children. 

to Campbeltown. 2020 was 
such a challenging year for so 
many people. 

‘We are hearing more and 
more from families who have 
unexpectedly lost jobs, taken 
pay cuts, su� ered ill health 
or had totally unexpected 
circumstances arise.’

In the last week alone, 
12 packages have been 
dispatched.

Bonnie added: ‘As mums, we 
so o� en feel we have to keep 
everything going from one 
day to the next and keep it all 
together.

‘Please ask for help and reach 
out for support. We are here 
for you, as so many of you 
have been there for each other 
throughout the challenges of 
2020.’

� e charity takes referrals 
from organisations working 
in health and social care.

People can also self refer to 
receive an emergency support 
package of items tailored to 
their needs.

Long-established local inde-
pendent company Mathesons 
Furnishings of Oban has 
provided a storage area for 
donated items with the em-
phasis on donations of a good 
standard.

For more information, visit 
www.tinytreasuresbabybank.
co.uk

An MSP has called on 
everyone to consider holiday-
ing at home during 2021 when 
Covid restrictions li� .

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron said: ‘Many 
people in the tourism and 
hospitality sector, which is so 
important for our area, have 
endured a torrid time as a 
result of the pandemic. 

‘To help get businesses back 
on their feet, it would be good 
if people, who might usually 
go abroad on holiday, would 
consider some of the tremen-
dous opportunities there are 
for having a holiday at home.

‘During the relaxation 
of restrictions during the 
summer, many visitors new 
to the Highlands and Islands 
were amazed to � nd what is 
here. Social media was full 
of images of our stunning 
landscapes and coastline. 
And, as we know, Highland 
hospitality is renowned the 
world over. 

‘So why not consider 
exploring your own country 
in 2021? I’m sure you will have 
a memorable time.’

Appeal to help 
tourism by 
holidaying at 
home in 2021
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A new barrier has been 
installed across a vulnerable 
channel on a  hillside above the 
A83 a� er landslips at the Rest 
and Be � ankful.

It has been built to prevent 
further movement of boulders 
and rubble which were desta-
bilised following landslips in 
August and September.

In another protective 
measure for road users, ‘good 
progress’ is being made on the 
construction of a ‘temporary 
bund’ in the hope of keeping 
the Old Military Road (OMR) 
running.

BEAR Scotland said the � rst 
phase of the bund was expected 
to be completed by Christmas. 
� e remaining phase, which 
will see the bund built up to 
its full height, is expected to be 
completed in early January.

Eventually, the bund will be 

Lochnell Primary School 
and Early Learning centre 
at Benderloch enjoyed 
a visit from Santa who 
delivered gi� s.

Santa lives in the North 
Pole and stayed outside as 
he preferred the cold which 
helped because it made sure 
he was socially distanced, 
said the school.

As if that wasn’t enough 
excitement, two naughty 
elves on the shelf also 
arrived a� er lunchtime 
causing complete mayhem.

� ey sprayed snow on the 
windows, threw snowballs, 
drove cars in the play-
ground, kicked footballs 
and as a joke ‘kidnapped’ 
head teacher Mrs Louise 
Chisholm.

� e school thanked the 
elves and Santa for adding 
sparkle to their day.

� e Lochnell community 
appreciated how resilient 
pupils had been this year 
and the school said it was 
grateful for the support of 
the parent council which 
provided hot chocolate and 
marshmallows for pupils to 
enjoy round an open � re.

Parties, a pantomime, 
school show, Christmas 
lunch and Oban Rotary 
competition all went ahead 
in a Covid friendly manner.

� e school thanked 
sta�  at Lochnell, Argyll 
and Bute Council and the 
wider community for their 
support to provide all the 
fun.

Look who is here: Pupils at Lochnell Primary School get 
a Christmas visit.

Lochnell pupils enjoy 
special festive visit

New barrier installed 
at landslip weak spot

570 feet – 175 metres – long 
and will stand at least 6.5 feet 
– 2.2 metres – to provide extra 
protection for the OMR should 
the A83 have to close.

BEAR Scotland said together 
with the monitoring of the 
hillside and the 24/7 convoy-
ing of tra�  c along the OMR, 
it is hoped to keep the route 
moving through the festive 
period.

However, that will depend on 
weather forecasts and hillside 
saturation levels, with deci-
sions on the use of the OMR 
being made daily, it said.

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 
north west representative, 
said: ‘� e OMR continues to 
operate well as a local diver-
sion route for road users while 
the A83 remains closed and 
we will continue to operate it 
throughout the festive period 
when conditions permit. It is 
pleasing to see the debris barri-
er in place on the hillside above 
the A83 and progress has also 

been made on the � rst phase of 
work to construct a temporary 
175m long bund next to the 
OMR across the foot of the 
vulnerable channel.

‘As ever, we thank all road 
users for their patience while 
we do everything we can to 
address the ongoing situation 
at the Rest.’

Michael Matheson, cabinet 
secretary for transport, infra-
structure and connectivity, 
said: ‘� is is really encourag-
ing progress as we work hard 
to improve the resilience of the 
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Old Military Road as a local 
diversion route and I thank 
the teams involved for their 
e� orts.

‘� e completion of this 
phase of work will make the 
local diversion more reliable, 
o� ering reassurance to road 
users. Alongside these meas-
ures, Transport Scotland is 
exploring future works for the 
hillside to bolster the resilience 
of this key corridor route.’

Road users are advised to 
check Tra�  c Scotland for up-
to-date travel information.

Work is 
progressing 
on the larger 
bund.

ACHA sta�  praised for ‘normal’ 
service throughout pandemic
Sta�  at a social housing 
landlord have been praised for 
maintaining a normal service 
to tenants despite the 2020 
pandemic.

Argyll Community Housing 
Association is Scotland’s 
eighth largest housing associ-
ation and provides more than 
5,000 a� ordable homes for 
rent, equivalent to more than 
10 per cent of the population 
of Argyll and Bute.

Jim Milne MBE, the out-
going chairman, praised the 
workforce in the recently-pub-
lished annual landlord report 
2019-20.

Mr Milne wrote: ‘Every sta�  
member from the chief execu-
tive Alastair MacGregor down 
has endeavoured to maintain 
as normal a service as possible 
given the restrictions placed 
on them. 

‘I have been proud to have 
been your chairman  during 
this period and been humbled 
by the e� orts made by the 

sta� , many ‘over and above’, to 
keep a safe roof over the heads 
of our tenants.’

He added:  ‘We will come 
through this crisis, but the way 
ACHA operates will probably 
be di� erent. 

‘It would be wrong to 
speculate on the future at this 
moment in time.’

At ACHA’s annual general 
meeting in September, Mr 
Milne bowed out from the 
chairmanship a� er � ve years 
in the role and handed over to 
councillor Roddy McCuish.

Alastair MacGregor, ACHA’s 
chief executive, said of the 
report: ‘We are always pleased 
when we meet or exceed our 
targets but that doesn’t mean 
we are relaxing our e� orts to 
provide the best service for 
our tenants and stakeholders.’

He said a major focus for the 
association is energy e�  ciency 
and tackling fuel poverty.

Figures for 2019-20 show 
that a total of £56.9m passed 

through ACHA during the 
� nancial year. � ere was £26m 
of income, the bulk of which 
was £22.5 million from rents, 
with grants worth £2.7m  and 
other income amounting to 
£800,000.

� e report said: ‘Over the 
year, we paid out £30.9 million. 

‘Of this, £16.3m was spent 
on the existing houses, £9.8m 
through the investment pro-
gramme and £6.5m on repairs 
and maintenance.

‘We spent £7.3m on services 
and running the organisation, 
£3.4m was paid out on build-
ing new houses, there is £2m 
of other costs and we paid 
£1.9m of interest on loans we 
have borrowed.’

Nearly 90 per cent of tenants 
feel rents they pay are good 
value for money – higher than 
the Scottish national average.

ACHA has houses across 
11 islands and in every 
major settlement, employing 
around  200 sta� .
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Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

A� er running 32 miles in 
sub-zero temperatures while 
su� ering extreme pain Oban 
‘gym guy’ Innes Hughes was 
forced to put the brakes on his 
latest fundraising challenge in 
the early hours of Wednesday 
morning, December 30.

� e personal trainer had 
planned to run from Oban to 
Fort William and back - 100 
miles, including two loops 
around Creagan Loch - in 
24 hours to raise funds for 
Martyn’s Monday Club but 
had to stop almost a quarter 
of the way in when pain from 
a recent gallbladder operation 
became unbearable.

Even then it took a bit of 
persuasion from friends and 
family to get him to stop.

‘It’s a bitter pill to swallow 
and one I was trying to � ght 
my support team on, but I had 

to accept that I would just have 
done damage to myself had I 
continued and unfortunately 
the decision was made,’ said 
Innes, who called a halt at 1am 
having le�  Oban at 5pm on 
Tuesday December 29.

‘Taking into consideration 
the time between the surgery 
(October) and now it just 

wasn’t safe to keep pushing 
through the pain. � e drop in 
temperature to below freezing 
didn’t help either. With all of 
us falling and sliding during 
the � rst part of the run, it just 
wouldn’t have been safe for me 
to push on to Fort William on 
my own.’

Innes has received great 

support since calling a halt to 
his e� ort and, at the time of 
writing, had raised a fantastic 
£1,255 for Martyn’s Monday 
Club. He intends to keep his 
JustGiving page open and 
slowly build himself up to 
giving it another go.

‘� ank you so much to 
everyone who donated and, of 
course, the donations will still 
go to Martyn’s Monday Club 
and, once I can, we’ll run back 
at it!’

To donate towards Innes’ 
challenge visit his 100 miles 
JustGiving page, www.just-
giving.com/crowdfunding/
innes-hughes-100miles.

Innes hits pain barrier 
but promises a rerun

Runner Innes Hughes, 
centre, is cheered o�  from 
Station Square by Oban 
Councillor Roddy McCuish 
and Robert and Fiona 
Cruickshanks, trustees of 
Martyn’s Monday Club. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Happy New Year to all read-
ers. We look forward to 2021 
and what it may bring.

We said goodbye to 2020 in 
an unusually quiet manner, 
at least for Oban with none 
of the normal festivities and 
bustle across the town.

Who would have thought 
at the start of 2020, ourselves 
and families would have to 
go through so much in terms 
of upheaval, changes to the 
way we work, shop and get on 
with daily life?

As I write this column, a 
return to lockdown has just 
been announced.

But it is essential we do not 
lose sight of better days and 
times to come. Locally we 
have seen our behaviours and 
businesses adapt to the new 
or should I say established 
normal?

� ere have been great ex-
amples of people looking out 
for each other and pulling 
together to ensure relatives 
and neighbours have not 
gone without.

We have vaccinations tak-
ing place in Oban and, along 
with daily COVID-19 test 
centres, it looks like we may 

be at the beginning of the end 
of this pandemic.

� e most important thing 
we can do at present is sup-
port each other and our local 
business community.

Let us hope that come the 
springtime we are looking 
forward to some sort of 
normality, events, markets, 
festivals and being able to so-
cialise outside of our bubbles.

We are lucky to live in a 
beautiful town and one of the 
upsides of the pandemic is we 
have all grown to appreciate 
it more. Wishing you good 
luck and prosperity for 2021.

Andrew Spence.
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A parent council has surpassed 
an ambitious target of buying 
a Chromebook tablet for 
every child in Strath of Appin 
Primary School, in response to 
this year’s Covid-19 lockdown.

A� er hearing the 29 pupils 
had experienced varying levels 
of access to online teaching 
resources from home during 
the lockdown, the school’s 
parent council embarked on a 
campaign that has now raised 
more than £8,000.

An online hamper ra�  e and 

An Argyll and Bute health chief is 
to take up a national social care role 
with the Scottish Government.

Joanna MacDonald has served 
as chief o�  cer of Argyll and Bute 
Health and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) for nine years.

� e move has been hailed as an 
opportunity for the needs of rural 
and island communities to help 
in� uence national policy.

Ms MacDonald will join the 

Scottish Government once her 
successor has been appointed to 
lead the HSCP.

Pippa Milne, chief executive of 
Argyll and Bute Council, com-
mented: ‘Joanna has served Argyll 
and Bute well in taking on the 
challenges of integrating services 
and progressing solutions, not least 
through a worldwide pandemic. 

‘Her knowledge of our rural and 
island communities and her genu-

ine commitment to helping others 
will continue to support the area 
through her work at national level.

‘We will miss Joanna and wish her 
every success in her new role.’

David Park, NHS Highland inter-
im depute chief executive, thanked 
Ms MacDonald for her service.

He said: ‘Joanna has been a huge 
asset to the partnership and to NHS 
Highland in her nine years with the 
organisation. She has played a vital 

role in our response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and is endlessly support-
ive of the people in our care. Joanna 
is a champion in particular for 
those in remote communities. 

‘Her experience, expertise and 
humour will be greatly missed and 
we wish her all the best in her new 
role.’

Ms MacDonald said: ‘We all have 
families or friends who need social 
care services at some point in their 

lives. It will be a privilege therefore 
to contribute to developing nation-
al social care policies that work for 
the people who need them. 

‘I will be sorry to leave Argyll and 
Bute. 

‘It is an amazing place and I will 
continue, where I can, to support its 
success.’

Recruitment for the role of chief 
o�  cer is expected to begin early 
this year.

Senior pupils at Strath of Appin Primary School are delight-
ed with their new Chromebook tablets.

Argyll and Bute health chief to take up new national social care role

Parents surpass target when left to their own devices
JustGiving page generated 
£3,121, with further donations 
from Appin Community 
Trust, Appin Aid, Highland 
Titles and Port Appin Surgery 
boosting the impressive total.

Among the donations to the 
JustGiving page was £500 from 
former pupil Nick Cousins, 
who now runs Glasgow-based 
tech company Exizent. He said 
he was inspired by the appeal 
as both his daughters studied 
computing at school and had 
bene� ted from having access 
to technology from a young 
age.

Strath of Appin Parent 

Council chairwoman Jocelyn 
Miller said: ‘We set ourselves 
a huge challenge of ensuring 
every child had access to their 
own Chromebook during their 
time in primary school. We 
knew it was an ambitious tar-
get. � e � nal total was way be-
yond anyone’s expectation and 
really highlights the incredible 
generosity and goodwill we 
have in this community.’

As well as raising 
enough money to buy 29 
Chromebooks, the fundraising 
total allowed the school to 
buy a charging station and 
cases for the devices. Dr Iain 

McNicol of Appin Community 
Trust, which covered the cost 
of 10 Chromebooks, said: 
‘Appin Community Trust was 

from the Appin Community 
Co-operative for charitable 
and educational purposes in 
the area. 

‘� is donation � ts those 
parameters perfectly.’

Strath of Appin Primary 
School head teacher Marissa 
Melville added: ‘We greatly 
appreciate the e� ort made by 
the school’s parent council and 
are amazed by the generosity 
shown by the community.

‘� e Chromebooks are al-
ready popular with the pupils 
and are being used to support 
learning across the older 
classes.’

delighted to help with the 
purchase of Chromebooks. 
� e trust is a charity set up pri-
marily to disburse any pro� ts 

Kilmelford is a desireable and quiet location that is just south of Oban
on the A816. Opportunities for 3 & 4 bedroom family homes.

Glassary wood is an eco-hamlet that stands in an attractive woodland
area of Mid Argyll. Opportunities for 4 bedroom eco-friendly family
homes.

KILMELFORD | GLASSARY WOOD

Sales@mkmacleod.co.uk
01546 602989
macleodconstruction.co.uk
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Part two: July to December

Reviewyearof theyear

September saw Oban Rotary Club welcome a new president – the 71st in 
its history after it was established in 1949. Douglas Small, left, o�  cially 
handed over to Kees Van Rein, originally from Holland, who spent a career 
in the diplomatic service until retiring to Kilchrenan.

AUGUST: Meanwhile in 
Oban, a prowling puma-like 
animal was spotted on a hill 
near houses. There were 
several claimed sightings of 
the cat-type creature said to 
be about six- foot long from 
nose to tail and ‘easily the 
height of an Alsation’. 
Alan Turner, right, contacted 
The Oban Times to say he 
had seen it twice while 
waiting for a bus round the 
corner from McKelvie Road.

JULY: A charity giving bereaved families a break moved a step closer to getting keys to 
its � rst respite caravan. Thanks to well wishers and funds raised, Anam Cara Fasgadh was 
able to make its � rst visit to the luxury caravan at Tralee Bay Holiday Park near Oban. The 
charity’s Michael McGuire said there was already a waiting list of child-loss families  desper-
ately needing the safe haven that took just 14 months of fundraising to make possible.

JULY: Crowds braved torrential rain to pay their � nal respects to retired � re� ghter Brian 
MacDonald. Six � re� ghters in ceremonial tunics formed a guard of honour at St Columba’s 
Cathedral as mourners of all ages gathered with umbrellas along the esplanade to say 
their last farewell to the popular 43-year-old who was diagnosed with muscle-wasting 
Motor Neurone Disease and passed away on July 15. Among them were a lone piper, other 
uniformed colleagues and friends, as well as police and ambulance personnel attending in 
tribute.

AUGUST: An online video mourning the suspicious disap-
pearance of Tom the Golden Eagle from Argyll was viewed 
by thousands of people. Tom, who hatched in Argyllshire 
and was just eight weeks old when he was tagged as part 
of a project to monitor his travels, had made it to Mull in his 
short life but decided not to stay. His last known location 
before his tag ‘failed catastrophically’ was in Strathbraan in 
Perthshire, an area where two other tagged young golden 
eagles have vanished previously and a spot ‘infamous’ for its 
raptor persecution, according to TV wildlife presenter Chris 
Packham.
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DECEMBER: Oban Times 
reader Rosemary MacColl 
had the magic touch to win 
our £200 Love Oban voucher 
competition in association 
with BID4Oban, which ran 
in the paper for three weeks 
throughout November. The 
delighted winner said: ‘It’s 
lovely, it’s just come at such 
a nice time as well.’ 
Rosemary MacColl is 
pictured with Andrew 
Spence, chief executive, 
BID4Oban.

September saw Oban Rotary Club welcome a new president – the 71st in 
its history after it was established in 1949. Douglas Small, left, o�  cially 
handed over to Kees Van Rein, originally from Holland, who spent a career 
in the diplomatic service until retiring to Kilchrenan.

SEPTEMBER: Fresh calls were made for a permanent solution to the A83 after another major 
landslip at the Rest and Be Thankful. Around 5,000 tonnes of mud and boulders had slipped 
and reached road level after a 10,000 tonne landslip in August.

OCTOBER: Oban Phoenix Cinema was among 30 inde-
pendents across Scotland to receive a £61,000 grant as a 
result of coronavirus. Manager Jennie Larney said: ‘Without 
the funding we would have really struggled to maintain 
ourselves and our cinema.’

OCTOBER: There were concerns for the future of Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill shops in Oban as sta�  were noti� ed of its plans to go into 
administration unless a rescue solution could be found. The shop on 
George Street had to close but Chalmers reopened.

NOVEMBER: Oban and Lorn 
Tourism Alliance (OLTA)  
announced changes which 
will see many of its key 
functions being taken on 
by the Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism Co-operative (AITC) 
from 2021. OLTA founder 
Linda Battison, right, said: 
‘I am relieved this proposal 
provides a long-term future 
for the organisation.’

NOVEMBER: Music lovers across Scotland heard that the 
town’s distinctive independent music shop was due to close. 
Jean and Arthur Gillies, of Oban Music at 20 Argyll Square, 
announced they planned to go entirely online in the New 
Year at www.musicscotland.com  

DECEMBER: Oban’s showpiece Christmas Tree was donated 
in memory of Lindsay Wood, aged 39, who died suddenly 
in September. His employer, Tilhill Forestry, agreed to hand 
over the 30ft-tall Sitka Spruce as Oban’s showpiece tree in 
Argyll Square. 
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Theft from vehicle
A yellow and black pair of Visionary 
binoculars, a black Jack Wolfskin down jacket 
and a black Mountain Warehouse body 
warmer were stolen from an insecure vehicle 
in the BT car park in Drimvargie Road, Oban, 
sometime between 3.15pm on Monday 
December 21 and 8.45am on Tuesday 
December 29.

Gra�ti sprayed
Gra�tti was sprayed on the side of a house 
in Catalina Avenue, Oban, around Thursday 
December 24. Police are investigating.

Pedal cycle stolen
A red and black Onza Tyke child’s pedal bike 
was stolen from a communal area at Millpark 
Terrace, Oban, between Sunday December 
20 and Tuesday December 29.

Drugs charge
A woman, aged 43, was charged with 
possessing cannabis at 9pm on Thursday 
December 31 in Croft Road, Oban.

A report will be submitted to the procura-
tor �scal.

Drug driving
A vehicle was stopped by police at 4.50pm 
on Sunday January 3 on Soroba Road, Oban.

The vehicle, the driver and the passenger, a 
woman, aged 21, were searched.

The woman was found to be in possession 
of cannabis and she was issued a recorded 
police warning. The driver, a man aged 21, 
was arrested for allegedly failing a roadside 
drug test. A blood sample was subsequently 
taken for analysis.

 
z Anyone with information in relation 
to the above, or to any incident, should 
contact their local police station on 
telephone number 101 or, anonymously, 
through Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

POLICE FILES
A scientist at Oban’s Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
is among those from Argyll and 
the islands featured in 2021’s New 
Year’s Honours list.

Also included in the list is for-
mer Scottish Rugby president Dee 
Bradbury, a Scottish traditional 
music stalwart and Colonsay’s 
postmaster.

Getting an MBE was SAMS 
scientist Christine Campbell in 
recognition of her dedication to 
Europe’s largest living Culture 
Collection of Algae and Protozoa 
(CCAP).

Christine, who is also a trade 
union stalwart at SAMS and has 
been a Guide leader in North 
Connel since 2000, more recently 
taking on the role as District 
Commissioner for North Lorn, 
said her nomination was a sur-
prise. ‘I was unaware I had been 
nominated. When I �rst heard 
about the recognition I felt unde-
serving to be singled out for such 
an accolade as I am always part of 
a team. I  think of this honour as 
a re�ection of the contributions 
made by my team workers in 
CCAP, the Prospect union and 
Girlguiding Argyll, as all three 
areas of my activity were part of 
the case made,’ she said.

Continued from page one.
of the £110 million being paid 
for each of the half �nished 
dual-fuel ferries being built in 
Port Glasgow.

MIFC says CMAL’s ferry �eet 
is stretched to breaking point, 
with breakdowns and con-
gestion increasing every year. 
It adds the ‘dire situation’ is 
being accelerated by the ‘�asco 
at Ferguson’s’ and the �ve-year 
delay on hulls 801 and 802.

MIFC chairman Joe Reade 
said CMAL had an excellent 
and immediate opportunity 
to bring a much-needed new 
vessel into the �eet, satisfying 
a task set by the Scottish 
Government to buy from 
the used market as soon as 
possible.

But he said: ‘For some reason 
they seem unwilling to take 
this opportunity. 

‘�is ferry can do exactly 
what CalMac and the islands 
need of it. 

‘Despite it being an excellent 
option, CMAL is in danger of 
letting the islands down by 
not acting quickly enough and 
there is a real risk now this 

boat will be sold elsewhere as 
CMAL dithers and delays.’

According to MIFC, the 
Craignure to Oban ferry route 
that serves Mull and Iona is the 
most congested service in the 
entire CalMac network.

Sandy Brunton, convenor of 
Mull and Iona Community 
Trust, said this was now a clear 
test of whether the needs and 
views of island communities 
were being listened to or not.

Finlay MacDonald, MIFC 
vice chairman, says the cata-
maran is more than suitable 
for the job and would be able 
to berth overnight on Mull 
year-round – something the 
32-year-old MV Isle of Mull 
ferry has never been able to 
do – instead having to retreat 
to Oban every night.

Robbie Drummond, manag-
ing director of CalMac, said: 
‘�e procurement and build of 
ferries in Scotland is a matter 
for CMAL and Transport 
Scotland. 

‘We will continue to work 
closely with them to ensure 
customer and operational 
requirements are considered.’ 

A CMAL spokesman said 
the catamaran in question 
was built to operate on Paci�c 
Island routes, adding over 
many months and on several 
occasions they had asked for 
full details of how the vessel 
complies with UK Flag State 
regulations to secure a passen-
ger certi�cate.

‘From our investigations, it is 
clear the vessel would require 
signi�cant modi�cation to 
meet the Flag State standards. 
To date, the seller has been 
unable to provide assurances 
on meeting these. Until the 
standards are met, the vessel 
remains non-compliant and is 
not currently a viable option.’

A Transport Scotland 
spokesperson said: ‘We are 
aware of this vessel and have 
been engaging with the Mull 
and Iona Ferry Committee 
on this matter. CMAL, as the 
prospective buyer, has been en-
gaging with the vessel sellers. 
We are keen both parties work 
together to resolve technical, 
regulatory and commercial 
matters and we are following 
progress closely.’

Catamaran the answer to ferry woes

New Year’s Honours for Argyll and the islands

Dee Bradbury was awarded her 
OBE for services to rugby. An 
OBE also went to Argyll and Bute 
Council’s chief education o�cer 
and head of education service, 
Anne Sally Paterson from Minard.

Captain Barbara Campbell from 
Dunoon gets an MBE for her work 
with vulnerable people as master 
of the charity Jubilee Sailing 
Trust.

Accordionist and former 
Oban Times columnist Fergie 
MacDonald from Acharacle also 
received an MBE for his services 
to Scottish Traditional Music.

Catherine Paterson, founder of 
the Dochas Fund at Lochgilphead, 
receives an MBE for her services 
to Healthcare and Social Care in 
Argyll and Bute. And postmaster 
Keith John Desmond Rutherford 
is awarded a BEM for his services 
to Colonsay and neighbouring 
Oronsay.

Mr Rutherford said he was 
‘highly honoured’ and so was the 
island to get a mention which ‘was 
rather nice’ he added.

Mr Rutherford was a former 
British Rail worker before going 
to Colonsay. He started the post 

o�ce job on the island in 1978.
In 1985 a vacancy came up for a 

postman on the island and he took 
on the role until retiring two years 
ago.

‘I’m still churning out stamps 
from the post o�ce counter 
though,’ he said, happy to be get-
ting lots of verbal congratulations 
from customers.

On Monday he said: ‘We’ve not 
had any post arrive on the island 
since the honour was announced, 
so there’s been no cards yet, 
although we might get a boat in 
today.’

As for a celebration, he said: 
‘I think we’ll have to wait until 
things get back to being as normal 
as they can be for any celebrating. 
It’s been strange times since Covid 
appeared.’

Dee Bradbury gets an OBE for 
her services to rugby.

Catherine Paterson from 
Lochgilphead’s Dochas Centre.

Colonsay Postmaster Keith 
Rutherford.
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St Columba’s Primary School 
pupils created a magical 
Christmas jigsaw this festive 
season.

Head teacher Michaelina 
MacLellan explained that 
each class was given a sep-
arate scene to work on and 
then each part was pulled 
together to create the perfect 
Christmas story via video, 
which is available to view at 
youtu.be/Gd9zNosY9rs

� e P7 class also attend-
ed Mass at St Columba’s 
Cathedral and � lmed the 
annual Blessing of the Crib.

� e Blessing is usually a 
highlight of the year in the 
cathedral but due to Covid 
restrictions, it could not go 
ahead as a public event.

So, P7 pupils wrote a script 
and � lmed it instead to send to 
everyone on Christmas Eve. 
Mrs MacLellan said: ‘We’re 
extremely proud of how well 
both the children and the 
sta�  worked to enable us to 
still have a Nativity this year, 
despite the circumstances. It 

might be a very strange year 
but our whole school com-
munity has pulled together to 
ensure that there were smiles 
all round and that Christmas 
2020 is remembered for good 
reasons.’

Festivities included 
Christmas dress-up day, 
with catering sta�  making a 
delicious Christmas lunch – 
topped o�  with crackers and 
party hats. � e fun continued 
with a Christmas movie night 
where children chose which 
� lm to watch and got goodies 
to eat and drink.

Catering sta�  also made 
‘party boxes’ for class parties 
with food such as sausage 

rolls, spring rolls and sand-
wiches.  � e school’s parent 
council also made a donation 
towards the party goodies.

Ms MacLellan said: ‘All of 
our classes played games and 
danced and laughing could be 
heard throughout the school. 
Some of our classes even had 
a visitor that managed to get 
in our classes, without us 
seeing, and he le�  us a sackful 
of presents. Yes, it was Santa 
himself – he le�  us a letter 
to say he was sorry that he 
couldn’t come in person this 
year but he promised he’d 
still visit us on Christmas 
Eve. One of our classes did 
catch him on camera though.’

St Columba’s pupils ‘peace’ 
together magical Christmas

These three 
‘Knights’ 
enjoy a game 
of chess; It 
was fun and 
games at 
the school 
festive party; 
Joseph, Mary 
and baby 
Jesus in the 
St Columba’s 
Nativity.

The P7 pupils went to Oban Cathedral to � lm The Blessing

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Thumbs up from pupils for the St Columba’s Christmas lunch and gifts from the parent 
council
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Peter fi nds his green fi ngers 
as new hobby takes root
Former Oban man Peter 
MacQueen has discovered 
his green � ngers during lock-
down and a TV series centred 
on his gardening exploits is 
being broadcast.

Gàrradh Phàdruig/Peter’s 
Garden started on Monday 
January 4 at 8.30pm on BBC 
Alba, to be followed by � ve 
weekly episodes.

Now living in Glasgow, 
Peter, son of Graham 
MacQueen of MacQueen 
Bros Ltd, attended Rock� eld 
Primary School and Oban 
High School and studied 
Gaelic at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
and the University of 
Aberdeen.

His � rst job in the media 
was as a presenter on Dè 
a-nis?, a children’s magazine 
show which ran for 21 years, 
before he took up a position 
behind the camera as a direc-
tor and producer.

Gàrradh Phàdruig is his 
� rst foray back onto the 
screen and came about be-
cause his back garden was an 
‘embarrassing mess’.

Taking up the story Peter 
told � e Oban Times: ‘In 
January this year I decided 
I was going to do something 
about it but little did I know 
that lockdown was coming, 
which meant I had a lot more 
free time for gardening than 
I otherwise would have had.

‘Like many people around 
the country, gardening was 
a welcome pursuit in the 

time of Covid.’ Peter’s dad, 
his Seanair, also called Peter, 
and Granny Sadie were all 
keen gardeners and episode 
one documents a visit to 
Oban when Peter’s dad takes 
them out in his boat to collect 
seaweed on the shore near 
Easdale to use to improve the 
soil.

Gàrradh Phàdruig follows 

Peter’s progress as he sets 
about transforming his 
back garden in the heart 
of Glasgow from a messy, 
neglected disaster zone to 
productive – and aesthetical-
ly pleasing – outdoor space.

Filming across the growing 
season, Peter learns about 
garden design, construction, 
planting, integrating orna-

mental areas with food pro-
ducing beds, best practices 
and shared know-how from 
the wider green-� ngered 
community.   A few visitors 
called in to help Peter with 
bigger jobs and catch the 
craic over a cup of tea by the 
potting shed – everyone is 
welcome to give a helping 
hand.

With a little help from his 
friends, including Seòras, the 
West Highland Terrier,  Peter 
transforms his steep, south 
facing garden into his own 
wee bit of Eden.

Life changing
‘Westies love to get their 

paws dirty,’ said Peter, who 
admitted that the experience 
had been life changing.

‘If I can do it, then so can 
anyone,’ he added. ‘Having 
a garden that you enjoy 
spending time in is better 
than having an extra room in 
your house.

‘� ere is something equally 
elitist and penny pinching 
about harvesting your own 
food that makes the back 
garden a hipster’s paradise.’

Clockwise from top left: 
Reaping the bene� ts 
of his labour; laying 
the foundations on the 
steep embankment at 
Peter’s Glasgow home; 
Peter and Seòras start 
the makeover; No time 
for napping in the 
potting shed; and Peter 
MacQueen and his 
dad Graham hunt for 
seaweed near Easdale.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Bliadhna ùr mhath dhuibh uile, agus gach 
deagh dhùrachd airson slàinte, sonas, agus 
soirbheachas troimhpe!

Air chuimhne biodh an tìm a thriall,
Cha mhair am big’, is cha till a’ bhliadhn’,
Ach mairidh coibhneas agus bàidh,
Is tillidh smuain air mar a bha!
� àinig mi tarsainn air an rann seo bho chionn 

ghoirid agus shaoil mi gum bheil e freagarrach 
is sinn air starsaich bliadhn’ ùire! Bithear tric 
a’ fàgail air Gàidheil gum bheil sinn dualach 
a bhith a’ coimhead cus air ais air eachdraidh, 
agus gum bheil sin gu ìre gar cumail air ais san 
t-saoghal ùr a tha daonnan ag atharrachadh 
mar timcheall. Ach mar a tha sean� acal ag 
ràdh, cha bhi tuigse agad air cò thu mur aithne 
dhut cò às a thàinig thu, agus mur eil � os agad 
cò às a thàinig thu cha bhi tuigse agad air càite 
bu mhath leat a dhol! Dhan mhòr-chuid againn 
cuiridh mi geall gun robh eòlas air “coibhneas 
agus bàidh” làidir nar cuimhne air mar a bha an 
saoghal a b’ aithne dhuinn, agus nach bu mhath 
gum b’ urrainn dhuinne a-nise leithid sin de 
shaoghal a thoirt air adhart mar dhìleab dha na 
ginealaichean a tha gar leantainn. Deagh amas 
beatha agus bliadhn’ ùire!

’S e amas a tha an seo a chuireas caochladh 
dhleastanasan leantainneach oirnn ma tha 
coibhneas agus bàidh gu bhith nan stiùir beatha 
dhuinn, ach ’s � iach cuimhneachadh air a’ 
liuthad neach a th’ againn mar timcheall a tha 
cho airidh air meas agus moladh, ged nach biodh 

ann ach luchd-obrach seirbheis na slàinte a’ strì 
ris a’ choròna-bhìoras! Chan iadsan a-mhàin a 
tha a’ cosnadh taing dhùrachdach airson an 
cuid saothrach làitheil aig an àm dhùbhlanach 
seo, tha mìltean eile ann cuideachd a tha a’ 
coileanadh sheirbheisean deatamach agus as 
còir dhuinn a mholadh le meas. Le aithne dhai-
bh uile bu chòir gun tigeadh coibhneas agus 
bàidh gu bhith na mhodh-iùil nàdarra.

Dè na h-amasan eile air am bithear a’ cuim-
seachadh? ’S neònach mur a bi cuid de na 
“seann laoich” air na liostaichean, is daoine 
dol a dh’� euchainn ri beagan cuideim a chall, 
nas lugha ithe is òl, agus barrachd eacarsaich a 
ghabhail. ’S e fìor dheagh rùn a tha sin, ged a 
tha e gu math doirbh cumail ris mar a tha io-
madh bliadhna air dearbhadh dhomh � ìn, ach 
cha tuirt sin nach còir feuchainn a-rithist agus 
theagamh gun soirbhich leam car mar a rinn 
Dick Whittington! Saoilidh mi gur e prìomh 
dhòchas mòr-shluagh na dùthcha gum faigh a 
h-uile duine cothrom air banachdach agus dìon 
bho Covid 19 cho luath ‘s a ghabhas, agus gun 
tèid an galair mallaichte a cheannsachadh gu 
tur!

Eating and drinking less, and exercising 
more, will again be features of many new year 
resolution lists, and I wish us well with that! � e 
principal national hope must certainly be for 
everyone to have access to Covid 19 vaccination 
very soon and that the virus will be halted.

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Congratulations to BBC Alba for its excellent 
hour-long programme on the construction of 
the Fort William to Mallaig railway line follow-
ing the discovery in Cornwall of a folder of black 
and white images taken during the construction 
of this huge engineering project 120 years ago.

Presenter Ingrid Henderson had researched 
the human side as well as the physical engineer-
ing aspect and the result was an absorbing and 
fascinating story. It deserves to be on the main 
channels.

How many of us knew 3,500 navvies lived 
on site and worked on this spectacular project 
with an on-site doctor, nurses and a hospital at 
Polnish? It's unimaginable today. How many 
men died?

� e accompanying music was hauntingly ap-
propriatee, particularly the slow tune dedicated 
to Nurse Hawkings.

Well done BBC Alba. � ere must be more 
Lochaber-based stories to be told.

Ken Johnston, Fort William.

At the start of another new year, people every-
where are gripped by fear, panic and anxiety 
– no wonder.  

With the lethal coronavirus pandemic 
continuing to spread in the nation, triggering 
endless cycles of lockdown measures – in the 
process causing heartache and misery – the only 
anticipation for 2021 is an unsettling fear of the 
unknown and a dark tomorrow.  But let us pause 
for a moment

In December 1939 our nation was at war with 
Nazi Germany, having entered the con� ict to 
defend the freedom of Europe and ultimately 
that of the world. � e future course of the war 
was unknown. � e outcome was uncertain and 
victory was by no means assured. 

� e war, which had started three months ear-
lier, would last for almost six years. � e cost in 
terms of lives lost and injuries sustained would 
be immense. 

Within months, children were being evacuated 
from communities in London, shortages were 
beginning to develop in shops and it looked like 
the war might take longer to win than was � rst 
imagined. Not knowing what would happen, 
the masses were paralyzed by the dreaded fear 
of the unknown.

During this period, King George VI was 
the reigning monarch. On Christmas Day he 
addressed the nation, speaking memorable 
words of comfort and peace to calm all within 
the realm.  

He reminded them of the only true King, King 
Jesus, the One who can provide true peace and 
real rest in such troubled times. He continued: 
‘A new year is at hand. We cannot tell which it 
will bring. If it brings peace how thankful we 
shall all be. If it brings continued struggle, we 
shall remain undaunted.

In the meantime, I feel we may all � nd a mes-
sage of encouragement in the lines which, in my 
closing words, I would like to say to you. 

‘I said to the man who stood at the gate of the 
year: ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into 
the unknown.’ And he replied: ‘Go out into the 

Excellent programme on Fort 
William to Mallaig rail line

An encouraging message in a 
time of di�  culty and distress

darkness and put your hand into the hand of 
God. � at shall be to you better than light and 
safer than a known way. May that Almighty 
hand guide and uphold us all.’

In a time of di�  culty, danger and distress, the 
encouraging message from the King was: ‘Put 
your hand into the hand of God!’ Going into an 
unknown future, this is the best thing that any 
of us can do.  When we put our trust, by faith, 
in Him, we need not go into 2021 with dreaded 
fear, but with joyous cheer. His unchanging 
promise assures us of that: ‘Fear thou not; for 
I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.’ (Isaiah 41:10) We wish everyone, 
near and far, a very happy and blessed new year.

 Donald J Morrison, Inverness.

Time ticking on Mull ferry deal
Islanders on Mull and Iona believe they have 
sourced a solution to their ferry woes.

� e Oban to Craignure route is, they say, 
CalMac’s most congested service, describ-
ing the situation they are in, including an 
increasing number of breakdowns, as ‘dire’ 
when it comes to depending on it. � e word 
they use to sum up the delay on building two 
new boats for the � eet is ‘� asco’.

So it is hardly surprising the islanders have 
full-steamed ahead to � nd a way of putting 
themselves out of this on-going misery. � ey 
are to be commended for seeking a way out 
of it and putting forward a chance to buy the 
Indonesian-built catamaran. 

Sandy Brunton, convenor of Mull and Iona 
Community Trust, says this is now a test of 
whether the needs and views of their island 
communities are being listened to by those 
who will have the ultimate say on this matter.

Time is ticking warns Mull and Iona Ferry 
Committee chairman Joe Reade.

Will the ‘dithering’ and delays by CMAL 
and Transport Scotland stop - as islanders 
are demanding? Will islands minister Paul 
Wheelhouse give it the nod before another 
buyer snaps up the catamaran?

If your ship doesn’t come in, sail out to 
meet it. � at’s exactly what Mull and Iona 
are doing. Power to the people.



� e Rotary Club of Oban has helped to deliver 
cards, calendars and chocolates to more than 300 
senior citizens across Oban and Lorn, writes Ellis 
Butcher.

Its Old Folks Christmas Lunch Committee 
came up with the idea as an alternative to its 
usual Christmas lunch event, which could not go 
ahead this year due to the coronavirus.

‘Rotary Elves’ went out and about bearing 
gi� s to let older people know that everyone was 
thinking of them and sending them their kind 
thoughts, love and support at this di�  cult time.

� e Rotary Club of Oban thanked the Oban 
Times and � e Crerar Trust for its support, 
BID4Oban for its Christmas donation, along 
with Calum MacLeod and family of Piazza and 
Ee-usk restaurants, and McQueen Brothers for 
their generosity in supporting the event.

� e Rotary Christmas ra�  e had a great entry 
from senior citizens. Rotary President Kees van 
Reins had the honour of drawing the six lucky 
winners from the hat.

President Kees van Reins said: ‘It has been a 
great experience sending out these lovely cards 
and gi� s to our senior citizens. My hand is still 
numb from signing all the cards, but I enjoyed it.’

� e Oban Times
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DISTRICT NEWS
MARTIN LAING
editor@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Future tense
Dangerous thing for a journalist, crystal 
ball-gazing. Usually to be avoided at all 
costs, in fact, as it has a pernicious habit 
of wreaking savage revenge by biting the 
perpetrator on the unmentionables.

However, as you read this, we are already 
into 2021, but as I write Hogmanay is still im-
minent. I am, therefore, going to predict the 
near future – ie Hogmanay – and do so with 
trepidation o� set by a rapidly diminishing 
degree of con� dence.

I’m willing to bet that for the vast majority 
of you, last week’s New Year’s Eve was one of 
the strangest you’ve experienced, as a direct 
result of Covid restrictions, of course.

Last year (2019, that is) my wife and I had a 
particularly enjoyable, if quietish, Hogmanay.

We spent the run-up to the bells in the Perle 
Oban, where we were entertained by some 
excellent live music in good company and a 
vibrant atmosphere, with, naturally, plenty of 
cheery libations to help pass the time.

At midnight, all of us in the bar tipped out 
into the street for the traditional celebrations, 
the highlight of which was the superb 
� reworks display. A charming young lady 
provided very welcome free hot chocolate to 
combat the cold, before we returned to our 
tables for a nightcap prior to ambling home 
and to bed.

We had planned to do the same thing this 
year, but obviously that was not an option, 
hence the crystal ball-gazing, in as much 
as I predict most of you had your usual 
Hogmanay plans scuppered.

� e changes notwithstanding, I hope 
everyone had a good time and saw the arrival 
of 2021 in good spirits (literally, in some 
cases) and with loved ones where possible. 

What the rest of this year has in store for us 
I won’t predict, other than to say that I bet we 
are in for some surprises. 

Happy Bertie
My good friend Allan ‘Bertie’ McKie – coin-
cidentally general manager of the Caledonian 
Hotel before it metamorphosed into the Perle 
– turned 60 last week. Welcome to the club, 
auld yin! Hope you had a grand day.

What do you think? 
Send your comments to editor@obantimes.
co.uk

I can see a rainbow, see a 
rainbow, see a rainbow three
Inverliever resident Anthony Bingham 
captured this rare triple rainbow on his 
phone on December 12.

Double rainbows, which follow the same 
arc as each other, occur when sunlight is 
internally re� ected as it passes through the 
raindrops. E� ectively another arc of light 
emerges but the resulting secondary bow is 
less bold in its colouring and the colours are 
reversed.

� e third bow is known as a re� ection bow. 
Whilst rare, a re� ection rainbow mainly 
occurs when the sun is lower on the horizon 
behind you (ie late a� ernoon/evening) and 
when you are near to a large body of water, 
such as a river, lake or sea inlet. 

Sunlight re� ects o�  the surface of the water 
and through raindrops, but at a di� erent 
angle to the direct beam of sunlight.

� is secondary beam of sunlight causes 
the centre of the rainbow arc to be higher 
in the sky, roughly the same distance above 
the horizon as the centre of the original 
rainbow below. � is is why the third bow is 
at a di� erent angle and crosses over the other 
rainbows.

Anthony and his wife Jean moved to the 
area 14 years ago and fell in love with Argyll 
and Bute. A� er taking a business course 
with Argyll and Highlands Enterprises he 
started his own building business and never 
looked back. Jean is now the o�  ce manager 
at Kames � sh farm in Kilmelford.

More than 300 OAPs receive 
boost from Oban Rotary Club

Christmas ‘elves’ helped to distribute the 
Christmas hampers from Oban Rotary Club.

Mull gets a visit from Santa
Mull Crisis Management group stepped in to 
help Father Christmas make a � ying visit this 
year amid the doom and gloom of the pandemic.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon made it happen 
and the group was keen for a bit of positivity on 
the island with so many events written o�  this 
year.

Utilising the power of Zoom, villages in 
Tobermory, Salen, Dervaig and Craignure all 
linked up to co-ordinate a whistle-stop tour for 
the big man, who brought a spectacular light-
show with him, above right.

And the Ross of Mull did not miss out as 
a ‘Santa path’ was created to help link the 
communities.

Among those to participate were Liz Davidson 
in Tobermory, aided by Mary-Jean, Sarah Smith 
and Penny Goode.

Duties in Craignure were led by Helen Dewar, 
while Helen McWalter and Kerry Mitchell took 
care of Salen.

Many more contributed and helped out and 
it saw positive comments pour in from   over-
the-moon parents with wide-eyed wee ones 
who unanimously declared his sudden arrival 
‘fantastic’, above le� .
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Community organisations are being 
encouraged to check their eligibility for 
the Scottish Government’s Communities 
Recovery Fund.

Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) 
is administering grants which start from 
£5,000 and go up to £25,000 for single in-
corporated organisations. Partnerships can 
apply for up to £75,000.  Applications are 
invited from those ‘delivering, reshaping or 
reintroducing’ vital community services as 
a result of the pandemic, said HIE.

Nicola Ewing, of HIE’s communities and 
place team, said: ‘� is fund is to support 
community organisations to address local 
challenges arising from the pandemic. It 
can either support organisations to provide 
community support services for the vul-
nerable or help them deliver or reintroduce 
core services which have higher demand, 
or higher costs, as a result of the pandemic.

‘So far we’ve distributed more than 
£460,000 to 28 projects across the region.
� ese have included funding for activities 
including remodelling community-owned 
hub and café spaces to ensure the safety of 
customers and sta� , reopening and reintro-
duction of services, helping cover increased 
sta�  costs, additional running costs for 
premises, additional cleaning and PPE.’

� e fund is accepting applications to 
support costs arising from October 2020 
for a period of up to eight months. It is open 
until February 2021 or until available fund-
ing is committed. It is open to groups reg-
istered as Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisations with � e Scottish Charity 
Regulator (OSCR), or community compa-
nies limited by guarantee registered with 
Companies House.  Community councils 
may also apply if certain criteria is met. 
For more information, visit   scvo.org.
uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scot-
tish-government/community-recovery/
crf

Thousands of 
pounds available 
in grants

Businesses in the Highlands and Islands that 
have not yet prepared for some of the major 
changes facing them as a result of Brexit are be-
ing encouraged to do so as quickly as possible, 
writes Ellis Butcher.

Businesses are being signposted to advice on 
the Scottish Government’s ‘prepare for Brexit’ 
website which can be found at www.preparefor-
brexit.scot

� e call has been made by regional develop-
ment agency, Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE).

It follows publication in December of its latest 
business survey of more than 1,000 � rms.

It showed that while most are prepared for 
changes to routes to market, to supply chains 
and to regulations and standards, around a third 
were still ‘unprepared’ for impacts relating to 
intellectual property and customs procedures.

Martin Johnson, director of strategy and 
regional economy at HIE, said: ‘� e � eldwork 
for this survey was carried out in October, so it’s 
likely more preparation work has been done by 
businesses since then.

‘While we welcome con� rmation that most 
businesses do seem prepared for many aspects 
of Brexit, it is still concerning a sizeable propor-
tion may not be.

‘Responding to the pandemic has understand-
ably hampered the preparation e� orts of many 
� rms, but there are still useful steps businesses 
can take.

‘� e Scottish Government’s ‘prepare for Brexit’ 
website provides valuable information, advice 
and checklists to help businesses and links to 
other resources, as does the UK Government’s 
Brexit transition page.

‘We encourage anyone who has not yet done so 
to check out these sites and do what they can.’

� e October survey found that almost a third  
- 31 per cent - of tourism businesses - one of the 
hardest hit sectors – were ‘not con� dent’ about 
their future. 

Con� dence in the wider economic outlook 
had increased slightly since its lowest ever 
reported level in June - while lockdown was still 
in place – but still remained very low.

More than two-thirds - 69 per cent - reported 
decreased con� dence in Scotland’s economic 
outlook.

And 62 per cent said they are ‘not con� dent’ 
of the economic outlook for the Highlands and 
Islands.

Firms in the tourism sector - 80 per cent - and 
creative industries - 67 per cent - were among 
those more likely to be operating ‘below’ 
pre-Covid levels.

In terms of political and economic uncertain-
ty, businesses expressed concern about future 
waves of coronavirus - 95 per cent - and the 
UK’s departure from the EU - 75 per cent.

Mr Johnson added: ‘We are extremely grateful 

to everyone who took part in this survey. � eir 
feedback provides valuable insight into the 
di� erent pressures and opportunities in the re-
gion’s economy, how businesses are responding 
to these and what types of public sector support 
would be most useful to them.

‘Clearly 2020 has been an incredibly di�  cult 
year. Restrictions around the pandemic and the 
many changes businesses have had to make to 
their ways of working are seriously a� ecting 
trade, growth and preparations for leaving the 
EU.

‘It’s certainly a very di� erent picture than 
it was a year ago but despite this, we are still 
seeing some very welcome con� dence and 
self-belief among many � rms and this will be a 
key strength going forward.’

� e next survey is due to take place in February 
2021 with the results due in spring.

Highlands and islands fear 
Brexit and Covid changes

While most people are prepared for Brexit, there is still a sizeable proportion of businesses 
that are not. There are still useful steps � rms can take to help with the transition.



£900,000 boost for eco 
projects on the islands
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

A comprehensive package of support is needed 
as town centres across Scotland face a cataclys-
mic start to the New Year, say business leaders.

In a message to political leaders, Dr Liz 
Cameron of the Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce (SCC) has warned 2021 would 
start ‘back at square one’ due to the national 
lockdown across the country bringing a further 
threat to businesses and jobs.

But there was also a ‘sense of hope and pur-
pose’ because of the rollout of vaccinations and 
a strong will to ‘build back better’ a� er learning 
the lessons of 2020, she said.

Details about the UK Government’s Brexit deal 
remained ‘sketchy’, however, and ahead of May’s 
Holyrood elections, she called on politicians to 
sit down with the SCC to plan Scotland’s new 
future.

Dr Cameron wrote: ‘Businesses will also need 
to see a comprehensive package of support and 
stimulus, one that will ensure businesses can 
preserve as many jobs as is possible. Businesses 
need meaningful not piecemeal plans that en-
sure cash gets to where it is needed immediately.

‘We also need our political leaders to play an 
active part in shaping a vision for the economy 
and jobs like we have never seen before. Our 
city and town centres face a cataclysm as retail, 
hospitality and tourism industries which have 
been hit hardest by Covid-19 lockdowns falter 
and o�  ce workers stay home. Overcoming this 
will take commitment beyond any � ne words 
about a green jobs revolution and such.’

She said businesses which had survived 2020 
had shown ‘resilience and tenacity’ and that 
keeping them a� oat would mean they could 
‘bounce back’ when the time came.

‘My ask to all of the business community – 
small and large – is please help one another,’ she 
wrote.

‘If you can all reach out and encourage each 
other, we can deliver on expanding into new 
markets, driving digital innovation and provid-
ing skilled jobs now and in the future.

‘If we get it right, there is some real hope that 
this year can deliver the recovery we need to 
ensure health and prosperity make a strong 
comeback.’

Twelve eco-friendly island initiatives are 
among the � rst to bene� t from a share of a £2 
million Scottish Government fund.

� e Islands Green Recovery Programme 
announced in September has seen £900,000 
allocated to community projects including 
ones on Colonsay, Coll, Lewis, Skye and 
Arran. � e funding aims to invest in projects 
which lower greenhouse gas emissions, help   
active and low carbon transport and boost 
‘environmentally-safe’ tourism.

Projects which help support food sustaina-
bility and zero waste are also included as part 
of the e� ort to help the islands recover from 
the pandemic.

� e funding is managed by the Edinburgh-
based venture philanthropy organisation 
Inspiring Scotland which announced the cash 
awards.

Colonsay Community Development 
Company will receive £96,000 towards its 
plan to supply electricity to six new homes.

A total of £98,715 is heading to the Isle of 
Coll educational charity Project Trust to 
replace existing energy sources for buildings 
and vehicles.

Barvas Community Company on the Isle 
of Lewis will receive £46,440 to support food 
production.

Lewis will also receive £46,128 towards the 
development of a coastal path linking the 
historic cro� ing communities of Point and 
Sandwick.

Eshcol Guest House, at Breasclete on Lewis, 
has been awarded £60,791 towards its electric 
multi-purpose vehicles project and a green 
laundry.

It will establish an eco laundry for itself  
and several other tourism accommodation 
providers on Lewis to help reduce their car-
bon footprint and deliver more sustainable 
tourism solutions.

Donald MacArthur, for Eschol Guest House 

Jobs must be saved in 
2021, says Chamber

Despite the 
major blow 
retail and 
hospitality 
have been 
dealt in 2020, 
there is ‘a 
sense of hope 
and purpose’ 
and a strong 
will to ‘build 
back better’ 
having learned 
the lessons of 
2020.

The Isle of Lewis is to bene� t from the 
Islands Green Recovery Programme. 

and partners, said: ‘We are delighted to be part 
of the Island Green Recovery Programme.

‘Investing in new, innovative green tech-
nology is critical to securing a sustainable 
recovery for tourism in the islands and this 
programme has allowed us to accelerate that 
process during the most challenging of times.’

Inspiring Scotland sought applications from 
island community groups, charities and busi-
nesses to help support capital expenditure 
projects.

Paul Wheelhouse MSP, islands minister 
with the Scottish Government, said: ‘� ese 
fascinating projects, driven by the ideas of 
islanders, will help our island communities 
to thrive as they contribute to our work on 
population retention and repopulation.’

Celia Tennant, chief  executive of Inspiring 
Scotland, said: ‘� is support will make a vital 
contribution to the economic, environmental, 
and social wellbeing of island communities 
and we look forward to working alongside 
each project to maximise the impact of this 
programme.’

� e Islands Green Recovery Programme 
is managed by four partners - Zero Waste 
Scotland, Energy Saving Trust, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and Inspiring Scotland.
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A Lismore boating tragedy – part two
Continued from last week.
According to � e Oban Times, ‘� e sad news 
was received by the towns-people with a feeling 
of deepest regret, and during Friday and subse-
quent days eager crowds thronged the pier and 
esplanade on the arrival of boats from Lismore, 
in the hope of obtaining information as to the 
result of the search.’  

Local boats were out again on Saturday 
under the direction of Mr John Sutherland 
and Captain Cecil H Bishopp, Gun & Fishing 
Tackle Maker of the Sportsmen’s Depot, Oban. 
Towards noon, the yacht was found and, with 
di�  culty, raised and beached. � e recovery was 
mainly due to the forethought of a youth named 
MacColl, son of Donald MacColl, Balnagowan, 
who saw it go down and immediately placed 
marks on the shore, from which bearings might 
a� erwards be taken. � ere was still no trace, 
however, of Waverley’s body and the search, 
continued on Sunday in a heavy sea, was simi-
larly unsuccessful.

� e search party on Saturday and Sunday was 
accompanied by Rev Dr Blair, Cambuslang, 
brother-in-law of the deceased, who arrived 
from the south on Friday a� ernoon. Duncan 
Cameron, his father, who was on a visit to 
Ballachulish from Edinburgh at the time, was 
telegraphed for and arrived in Oban by the 
Saturday mid-day steamer. 

Several Lismore � shermen worked away 
daily from Kilchearan to the Black Island with 
grappling hooks but came to the conclusion 
that as there were strong under-water currents 
where the boat went down, it was possible the 
body may have been carried out to sea and that 
it was futile to prolong the hunt. � e search of 
the sea bed was so thorough that a number of 
objects, including an old anchor which had been 
lying under water for about 10 or 12 years, were 
recovered.

Letters of sympathy poured into � e Oban 
Times o�  ce from all parts of the country re-
ferring to Waverley’s qualities, his � ne business 
tact and the great loss to the newspaper by his 
sad and untimely death. He was so popular that 
on the Sunday immediately following his disap-

Donald Campbell and his father’s memorial cross in Pennyfuir Cemetery, Oban. Photograph: Iain 

Thornber.

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

 
FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

WEATHER 
Thursday 
Sunny intervals and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 0°C to 4ºC.

Friday 
Sunny intervals and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 1°C to 3ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK
Saturday 
Light rain and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 5ºC to 7ºC.

Sunday
Drizzle and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 5ºC to 7ºC.

HIGH LOW

3 1
MPH6

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    

 

7
0538 1.4

22
0604 1.9

7
0147 3.0

22
0123 2.8

7
0603 1.4

22
0529 2.1

7
0258 3.1

22
0151 2.9

1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6

 

8
0043 3.1

23
0042 2.9

8
0314 3.2

23
0305 2.9

8
0138 2.9

23
0713 2.1

8
0348 3.3

23
0255 3.2

0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
0218 2.9

9
0413 3.5

24
0358 3.2

9
0313 3.1

24
0242 2.9

9
0420 3.5

24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8

 

10
0319 3.4

25
0321 3.1

10
0456 3.7

25
0439 3.5

10
0408 3.4

25
0335 3.2

10
0451 3.7

25
0419 3.8

0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5

 

11
0411 3.6

26
0409 3.3

11
0534 3.9

26
0516 3.7

11
0445 3.6

26
0415 3.5

11
0523 3.9

26
0458 4.1

1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9

 2250 1.1  2241 1.4 ⚫    2339 0.7  2316 0.9  2233 0.9     2328 0.3
 

12
0456 3.9

27
0452 3.5

12
0009 0.8

27
0552 4.0

12
0518 3.8

27
0452 3.8

12
0003 0.7

27
0536 4.2

1112 1.0 1124 1.4 0611 4.1 1223 0.8 1144 0.9 1123 0.8 0555 4.0 1204 0.4

TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0

 2336 1.0  2320 1.1  1828 3.8 ⚪    2354 0.7  2313 0.5 ⚫ 1806 3.8 ⚪   
 

13
0538 4.0

28
0531 3.7

13
0048 0.7

28
0016 0.5

13
0551 4.0

28
0527 4.0

13
0035 0.8

28
0012 0.1

1202 0.9 1201 1.2 0646 4.1 0627 4.1 1218 0.8 1158 0.6 0625 4.0 0615 4.2

W 1758 3.8 TH 1801 3.8 SA 1314 0.9 SU 1256 0.6 SA 1807 3.8 SU 1751 3.9 TU 1247 0.8 W 1242 0.4

⚫   ⚪ 2358 0.9  1859 3.8  1848 3.9 ⚫   ⚪ 2353 0.3  1833 3.9  1834 4.1
 

14
0019 0.9

29
0608 3.9

14
0125 0.7  

14
0029 0.7

29
0602 4.2

14
0105 0.9

29
0057 0.2

0620 4.1 1238 1.1 0720 4.1  0623 4.1 1232 0.4 0655 3.9 0654 4.1

TH 1247 0.9 F 1835 3.8 SU 1349 1.0  SU 1249 0.8 M 1822 4.0 W 1317 0.9 TH 1322 0.4
 1837 3.8     1929 3.8   1835 3.8     1900 3.8  1914 4.0

 

15
0101 0.8

30
0035 0.8

15
0159 0.8  

15
0102 0.7

30
0033 0.1

15
0133 1.0

30
0144 0.3

0700 4.1 0643 4.0 0752 4.0  0654 4.1 0638 4.2 0724 3.8 0735 3.8

F 1331 1.0 SA 1314 1.0 M 1422 1.1  M 1320 0.8 TU 1306 0.4 TH 1346 1.1 F 1405 0.6
 1914 3.8  1907 3.8  1957 3.7   1902 3.9  1856 4.0  1927 3.7  1957 3.8

 
 

31
0113 0.7    

31
0115 0.1   

 0717 4.0    0714 4.1   

 SU 1350 0.9    W 1343 0.4   
  1940 3.8     1932 3.9   
 

1

TIME ZONE UT(GMT) TIMES AND HEIGHTS OF HIGH AND LOW WATERS

SCOTLAND - OBAN

LAT 56°25'N   LONG 5°29'W

YEAR 2021

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m Time m

1
0051 1.0

16
0141 0.9

1
0152 0.6

16
0232 1.0

1
0054 0.3

16
0133 0.8

1
0158 0.2

16
0159 1.2

0651 3.9 0739 4.0 0753 4.0 0824 3.8 0700 4.2 0724 4.0 0752 3.9 0752 3.6

F 1323 1.3 SA 1412 1.1 M 1427 1.0 TU 1454 1.3 M 1330 0.6 TU 1349 0.9 TH 1423 0.6 F 1415 1.2
 1918 3.7  1950 3.7  2016 3.7  2026 3.6  1919 3.9  1928 3.8  2012 3.7  1956 3.6

 

2
0128 1.0

17
0221 1.0

2
0233 0.7

17
0304 1.2

2
0134 0.3

17
0202 0.9

2
0245 0.5

17
0223 1.5

0727 3.9 0817 3.9 0832 3.9 0855 3.6 0735 4.1 0753 3.8 0833 3.6 0820 3.4

SA 1401 1.3 SU 1451 1.3 TU 1507 1.1 W 1528 1.4 TU 1406 0.6 W 1419 1.1 F 1509 0.9 SA 1446 1.4
 1954 3.6  2024 3.5  2056 3.5  2056 3.4  1954 3.8  1955 3.7  2056 3.5  2027 3.4

 

3
0207 1.0

18
0300 1.1

3
0318 0.8

18
0338 1.4

3
0215 0.3

18
0230 1.2

3
0337 0.8

18
0245 1.7

0805 3.8 0854 3.7 0916 3.7 0929 3.4 0812 3.9 0821 3.6 0918 3.2 0851 3.1

SU 1442 1.4 M 1530 1.5 W 1553 1.3 TH 1607 1.6 W 1445 0.8 TH 1448 1.3 SA 1602 1.2 SU 1525 1.6
 2034 3.5  2058 3.4  2142 3.3  2130 3.3  2032 3.7  2023 3.6  2149 3.2  2103 3.2

 

4
0250 1.1

19
0340 1.3

4
0409 1.0

19
0417 1.7

4
0300 0.5

19
0257 1.4

4
0438 1.2

19
0318 1.9

0848 3.7 0934 3.5 1006 3.5 1006 3.1 0853 3.7 0849 3.4 1019 2.8 0934 2.9

M 1528 1.5 TU 1611 1.7 TH 1650 1.4 F 1655 1.8 TH 1529 1.0 F 1521 1.5 SU 1709 1.5 M 1623 1.8

 2119 3.4  2135 3.2 ☾ 2238 3.1 ☽ 2211 3.0  2116 3.4  2054 3.4 ☾ 2310 2.9  2151 3.0

 

5
0338 1.2

20
0422 1.6

5
0509 1.2

20
0507 1.9

5
0350 0.8

20
0324 1.7

5
0552 1.5

20
0454 2.1

0938 3.6 1017 3.3 1109 3.2 1056 2.9 0939 3.4 0920 3.1 1241 2.6 1050 2.7

TU 1624 1.6 W 1657 1.8 F 1800 1.6 SA 1756 2.0 F 1622 1.3 SA 1604 1.7 M 1832 1.6 TU 1740 1.9

 2212 3.2 ☽ 2217 3.1  2355 3.0  2306 2.9  2208 3.2  2130 3.1    ☽ 2310 2.8

 

6
0433 1.3

21
0509 1.8

6
0621 1.4

21
0614 2.1

6
0450 1.2

21
0358 1.9

6
0128 2.9

21
0652 2.0

1036 3.5 1111 3.1 1246 3.0 1312 2.8 1038 3.0 1000 2.9 0729 1.6 1403 2.7

W 1731 1.7 TH 1751 1.9 SA 1920 1.7 SU 1907 2.0 SA 1730 1.5 SU 1707 1.9 TU 1508 2.7 W 1857 1.8

☾ 2318 3.1  2313 2.9       ☾ 2325 2.9 ☽ 2217 2.9  2012 1.6    
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1150 3.4 1230 3.0 0742 1.5 0740 2.1 1232 2.7 1118 2.7 0912 1.5 0833 1.8

TH 1846 1.7 F 1852 2.0 SU 1438 3.1 M 1504 2.9 SU 1853 1.7 M 1823 2.0 W 1606 2.9 TH 1458 2.9
       2043 1.6  2022 1.9     2343 2.7  2125 1.4  2009 1.6
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0650 1.4 0709 2.0 0906 1.4 0953 1.9 0731 1.6 1443 2.8 1007 1.3 0930 1.4

F 1322 3.3 SA 1408 3.0 M 1557 3.2 TU 1555 3.1 M 1502 2.8 TU 1941 1.9 TH 1636 3.1 F 1540 3.2
 1959 1.6  1958 1.9  2152 1.4  2129 1.6  2030 1.6     2214 1.1  2109 1.2

 

9
0214 3.2

24
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9
0413 3.5
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9
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24
0242 2.9

9
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24
0340 3.5

0804 1.4 0828 2.0 1018 1.3 1039 1.6 0914 1.5 0928 1.9 1046 1.1 1013 1.1

SA 1441 3.4 SU 1515 3.2 TU 1647 3.4 W 1634 3.4 TU 1616 3.0 W 1533 3.0 F 1647 3.3 SA 1616 3.5
 2104 1.5  2102 1.8  2245 1.2  2219 1.3  2145 1.4  2054 1.6  2254 0.9  2159 0.8
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0335 3.2

10
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0914 1.3 0954 1.8 1112 1.1 1114 1.3 1022 1.3 1013 1.5 1119 1.0 1051 0.8

SU 1542 3.6 M 1602 3.3 W 1724 3.6 TH 1711 3.6 W 1653 3.2 TH 1612 3.3 SA 1710 3.5 SU 1648 3.7
 2201 1.3  2156 1.6  2329 1.0  2301 1.0  2236 1.1  2149 1.3  2330 0.8  2244 0.5
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0415 3.5

11
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1017 1.1 1044 1.6 1157 1.0 1148 1.0 1107 1.1 1048 1.2 1149 0.9 1128 0.5

M 1633 3.7 TU 1644 3.5 TH 1756 3.7 F 1746 3.8 TH 1715 3.4 F 1648 3.5 SU 1738 3.7 M 1721 3.9
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TU 1717 3.8 W 1724 3.7 F 1237 0.9 SA 1818 3.9 F 1739 3.6 SA 1720 3.7 M 1218 0.8 TU 1756 4.0
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Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday 7 January, 2021 are listed below with 
diff erences for major ports listed alongside. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

pearance he was mentioned from the pulpit of 
every church and place of worship in Oban and 
the surrounding districts.   

Oban Boat Club, of which Mr Cameron was an 
active member, had also taken o�  cial notice of 
the sad occurrence. At a meeting of its sailing 

committee shortly a� er, it was resolved to 
minute ‘� e great loss the club has sustained by 
the death of Mr Waverley Cameron, who had 
always shown an active interest in, and a� orded 
valuable assistance to, the club. � e committee 
further desired to express on behalf of the club, 

their sympathy with the deceased’s relatives 
in the sad bereavement and the secretary was 
instructed to send an excerpt of this minute to 
Mr Duncan Cameron, senior.’ 

Out of respect to the memory of the deceased, 
it was also agreed to discontinue the usual fort-
nightly sailing races for the rest of the month. 

� e shock felt by the Cameron family sud-
denly losing a son so young and vibrant must 
have been unimaginable. Not having his body 
to grieve over or a grave to visit would have 
made it doubly painful as most people need the 
experience of having both to make the loss real 
and to enable them to take the next step in the 
grieving process. 

A report from a newspaper correspondent in 
the Outer Isles eight months later must have 
brought the family a glimmer of hope in one 
respect. 

It read: ‘� e body  of a man much decomposed 
and which had apparently  been many months 
in the water, was on 4th inst., washed ashore 
near Portnalong, Newton, North Uist. It was 
supposed to be that of Mr Waverley Cameron 
of � e Oban Times who was drowned near 
Lismore in June last. 

It was conveyed to Oban and a representative 
of the family travelled thither on Monday from 
Edinburgh and along with two of the local med-
ical  men, one of whom had been the medical 
attendant of Mr  Cameron, made a careful ex-
amination of the body. � e  task to all concerned 
was a di�  cult and painful one, but  the result 
placed it beyond all doubt that the remains were 
not that of Mr Waverley Cameron. 

‘� at the body of a person drowned o�  
Lismore should have been found seven months 
a� erwards on the Atlantic shore of one of the 
Outer Hebrides was in itself a very improbable 
thing, but in all the circumstances of the case, 
the family considered it desirable to have the 
remains brought to Oban and subjected to a 
careful examination by those best quali� ed to 
give an opinion on the question of identity.’ 

From this report, dated January 16 1892, it 
would seem the doctors were in agreement 
that whoever these remains were they were not 
Waverley’s, yet when it was later interred in 
private ground in Pennyfuir cemetery,  Duncan 
Cameron, Waverley’s brother, and several mem-
bers of � e Oban Times sta�  were present. Did 
the family still harbour some doubt?
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryearsA Lismore boating tragedy – part two

What of Waverley’s friend who also died on 
June 4 1891? Donald Campbell, 28, was propri-
etor of the Balliveolan estates in Lismore and 
Glencreran. 

He le�  a widow and two young children. His 
father was Major Donald Patrick Campbell of 
the 92nd Highland Regiment and the repre-
sentative of an old Highland family. His funeral 
took place the following Monday. 

Many relatives and friends met at Dunollie 
House and from there proceeded to St John’s 
Church, where part of the Church of England 
burial service was read by the Rev Arthur 
Ingilby, assisted by the Rev James L Challis. 
Leaving the church, the procession formed up 
and walked to Pennyfuir cemetery, where the 
rest of the service was read at the graveside.

In an awful twist of fate, his only son, Donald 
Patrick Colin Campbell, Lieutenant, RN, died at 
sea, aged 23, on February 2 1912 in the sinking 
of HM Submarine A3, when he and all 14 of the 
crew perished as a result of a collision with HMS 

Hazard during trials in the Solent o�  the Isle of 
Wight. � e submarine was later raised and the 
bodies recovered. All were buried in the Haslar 
Royal Naval Cemetery, Gosport, Hampshire, 
except Donald Campbell who was interred pri-
vately in Pennyfuir alongside his father under a 
large white marble cross.  

Both father and son are also commemorated 
on a plaque inside the Church of the Holy Cross, 
Portnacroish, Appin.

In early May 1892, the Cameron family erect-
ed the memorial cross on Lismore immediately 
opposite the place where Waverley was last seen. 

It is made of Ben Cruachan granite and 
measures 22 feet from base to the summit. It 
was designed by Alexander Shairp (1855-1906) 
and constructed by Messrs D & J MacDougall, 
the well-known � rm of Oban builders. By some 
strange coincidence, the North Uist Parish 
church was also built that year by the same 
architect. 

To be continued.

The Memorial Cross, Lismore, overlooking the spot where Waverley Cameron was drowned 
in 1891. Photograph: The Oban Times Archives.

This photograph looks like it was taken on Railway Pier and perhaps records the 
building of Oban Ferry Terminal. We believe the two gentlemen in white hard hats 
are Murdo and Kenny MacLeod, who founded MacLeod Construction Limited, but 
can anyone tell us the year and the occasion? Email any details to editor@obantimes.
co.uk

This photograph appears to mark the NHS celebrating 50 years, but who are the 
three smiling gents and what was the date? If you are able to give us more informa-
tion on the photograph, we’d love to hear from you. Email us at editor@obantimes.
co.uk
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Sparrows and cha�nches, feeding on garden feeders. Photograph: Lorne Gill, NatureScot.

Visits to Scotland’s outdoors 
increased hugely last year and 
with so many Scots enjoying 
the bene�ts of nature, many 
are keen to continue these 
habits and more.

NatureScot’s research into 
people's relationship with 
the outdoors during the 
pandemic found 50 per cent of 
people want to do more to help 
wildlife in 2021. Winter can 
be a great season to continue 
these good intentions and the 
nature agency has launched its 
winter Make Space for Nature 
campaign, encouraging people 
to take part in simple, fun 
activities to help the planet 
thrive.

NatureScot chief executive 
Francesca Osowska said: 
'Nature is at the heart of a 
green recovery from this crisis 
and it’s encouraging to see 
such an appetite and desire to 
help nature on our doorstep.

'Our winter campaign aims 
to help everyone Make Space 

for Nature in their lives with 
simple tips and ideas, such as 
what to feed birds, how to get 
involved with nature surveys 
and what we can all do to help 
our local wildlife. Doing small 
things really can make a big 
di�erence.

'Biodiversity and climate 
change are inextricably linked. 
In appreciating the natural 
world, we all have the power 
to help wildlife, ourselves and 
help tackle climate change.'

Top tips:
Recycle scraps – bruised or 

overly-so� fruit can be le� out 
for badgers, foxes and birds. 
Cut fruit in half and leave on 
grass or spike on a tree branch. 
If cats or dogs are nearby, avoid 
grapes/dried fruit as this can 
cause them harm.

Be a lazy gardener – leaving 
some areas overgrown or 
�lled with leaves and twigs 
gives insects, frogs, toads and 
small animals a quiet and cosy 

Scots want to do more for wildlife
Ten easy ways to help

Continued on page 21.
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New grant funding to support Argyll and 
Isles as one of Scotland’s most creative regions 
will see creative micro enterprises being en-
couraged in 2021.

A ground-breaking initiative in partnership 
with Glasgow School of Art, working with 
cultural tourism and heritage businesses, 
aims to strengthen the capacity of cultural 
micro enterprises and venues across Argyll 
and the Isles.

�e Place Makers: Micro-Cluster Networks 
fund is recognition that Argyll and the Isles 
has the highest concentration of visual arts 
organisations, commercial galleries and 
community venues in rural Scotland and that 
this sector has been particularly hard hit by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

�e Culture Heritage & ARTS (CHARTS) 
network in Argyll and Isles has partnered 
with Dr Michael Pierre Johnson, a researcher 
in the creative economy based at �e Glasgow 
School of Art’s Innovation School.

�e Micro-Cluster Networks will help 
CHARTS members to recognise and highlight 
their own creative value and to grow their 
activities; work with others on shared themes 
of interest, with regional and national expert 
advice and create micro-networks of people 
with shared aims to pro�le their work in-situ. 
Awards will be allocated to pilot ideas in three 
areas of Argyll and Bute from early 2021.

�e initiative was launched in response to 
research which showed how the visual arts 
accounts for a remarkable 11 per cent of 
VAT/PAYE businesses based in Argyll and 
Bute, a �gure which rises to 15 per cent when 
commercial art galleries are included. �is is 
signi�cantly above the Scotland-wide �gure 
of around four per cent of the country’s total 
business base.

�e project, funded by Creative Scotland 
and the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council through Dr Johnson’s Innovation 
Leadership Fellowship, is supported in kind 
by Argyll and Bute Council.

It recognises how culture has a key role 

place to hide during the colder 
months. Leave your borders/
herbaceous plants intact with 
seed heads as many insects 
overwinter in their hollow 
stems.

Enjoy nature on your door-
step – many people discovered 
local walks, paths and parks 
during lockdown. �ere's plen-
ty of wildlife to spot, particu-
larly in urban parks and paths, 
from ducks to deer. If feeding 
ducks, avoid bread and instead 
try sweetcorn, porridge oats, 
defrosted frozen peas and bird 
seed.

Water, water everywhere – 
garden ponds can be a great 
water source but a prolonged 
freeze can mean problems for 
�sh and hibernating frogs and 
newts. Gently crack the ice 
with a stick to make a hole, or 
�oat a ball in the water to help 
stop it freezing. A pond needn't 
be a large outlay. Even using an 
old washing up bowl of water 

or a deep saucer of water on a 
windowsill can help.

Help your feathered friends – 
put up bird houses and feeders, 
clean out existing ones and 
keep feeders regularly topped 
up. Other animals and insects 
also use the houses for shelter. 
Try to create a regular feeding 
schedule and remember to 
provide water too. To attract 
a range of garden birds, try 
putting out black sun�ower 
seeds, sun�ower hearts, qual-
ity peanuts, nyjer seed and/or 
high-energy seed mixes.

Keep a lookout – contribute 
to nature surveys by submit-
ting sightings of birds, animals 
and plants or report invasive 
non-native species. It's easy 
and fun and many can be done 
via your smart phone.

Volunteer time for nature – 
plenty of organisations would 
love help but a lot of volunteer-
ing is suspended unless within 
current Covid restrictions. 
Search for current opportuni-
ties or consider what could  be 

done once restrictions ease.
Know it's good for physical 

and mental health – if working 
from home, take time out each 
day for a walk, bike ride or 
even just a mindful minute. 
You won't regret it. Healthy 
people need healthy nature. 
By protecting nature, nature 
protects us.

Learn outdoors - most people 
want their children to spend 
more time outdoors. Try a 
nature hunt, spot the frost pat-
terns on leaves and spider webs, 
make snow angels, download 
plant or bird ID apps or simply 
notice the seasonal changes.

Keep it going – following 
these tips can really help na-
ture, now and in the future. As 
well as making space for nature 
in the home and life, people can 
also help �ght climate change, 
helping to ensure a healthier 
and greener Scotland.

For more seasonally rel-
evant ways to help nature 
go to www.nature.scot/
make-space-nature-winter

Continued from page 20.

Micro arts enterprises in Argyll and 
Bute to be backed by new funding

supporting and binding communities, with 
opportunities for socialising around perfor-
mances and exhibitions. 

It also aims to support the sector’s general 
desire for growth and collaboration and 
to begin to tackle the perceived lack of net-
working opportunities available for creative 
businesses to �nd the right partners, espe-
cially within the tourism, food and drink and 
accommodation sectors.

It also sees the value in the development of 
new and upgraded cultural venues supported 
by communities and Argyll and Bute Council, 
such as Dunoon Burgh Hall, Rock�eld in 
Oban, Campbeltown Picture House, �e 
Tower in Helensburgh and the Rothesay 
Pavilion in Bute.

�e Place Makers: Micro-cluster Networks 
fund will also recognise the importance of 
Gaelic culture to the region and the value 
in its spoken word and musical legacy in 
developing creative skills from school into 
adulthood.

Oban's Rock�eld Centre.

So that was 2020...
Interviews with top authors, actors & singers... 

James Cosmo talks fi shing & Father Christmas... 
Stuart Hogg on horse riding... Father of fantasy 
fi ction.. Wonderful world of owls... SF Quiz of 
the Year... Recipes from The Seafood Shack...

January issue

Exclusive 
So that was 
2020 feature
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Across

1 Scrawny (4)

3 Eyebrow pluckers (8)

9 Inundated (7)

10 Teach (5)

11 Fall apart (12)

13 Walking on air (6)

15 Group meeting (6)

17 Become too old (12)

20 Surface (5)

21 Suspended (7)

22 Initial dishes (8)

23 Decline (4)
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16 With tent (6)

18 Central stage (5)
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 Scrawny (4)

3 Eyebrow pluckers (8)

9 Inundated (7)

10 Teach (5)

11 Fall apart (12)

13 Walking on air (6)

15 Group meeting (6)

17 Become too old (12)

20 Surface (5)

21 Suspended (7)

22 Initial dishes (8)

23 Decline (4)

Down

1 Crimson (5-3)

2 Requires (5)

4 Having equipment enabling flight (6)

5 Amusing (12)

6 Adaptable fabric (7)

7 Transmit (4)

8 One who rules but not as a monarch (6,6)

12 Banned insulation (8)

14 Corundum (7)

16 With tent (6)

18 Central stage (5)

19 Young woman (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 Scrawny (4)

3 Eyebrow pluckers (8)

9 Inundated (7)

10 Teach (5)

11 Fall apart (12)

13 Walking on air (6)

15 Group meeting (6)

17 Become too old (12)

20 Surface (5)

21 Suspended (7)

22 Initial dishes (8)

23 Decline (4)

Down

1 Crimson (5-3)

2 Requires (5)

4 Having equipment enabling flight (6)

5 Amusing (12)

6 Adaptable fabric (7)

7 Transmit (4)

8 One who rules but not as a monarch (6,6)

12 Banned insulation (8)

14 Corundum (7)

16 With tent (6)

18 Central stage (5)

19 Young woman (4)

F
1

T
2

E
3

C
4

S
5

A
6

C
7

A N A P E H
8

A I R D O

C P L O C D

D
9

A M E L
10

I M E K I L N

D I P B E

T
11

E A C
12

A K E N
13

E E D Y

H E N
14

D

S
15

C
16

O O P M
17

E A S L E
18

S

O W C
19

E G

R
20

H O M B O I D A
21

L G A

E E S F C N

A
22

R T I S T U
23

N H O O K

E N S L E G

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3 Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 

For requests, competitions or questions please call us 
on 01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

MONDAY: 8am-12pm  Breakfast show with Stephen
 5pm-7pm  Drive time with Marcus
 12-3pm  Lunch with Bob G
 4.45pm-5pm  Talking Papers
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Marcus
 7pm-8pm  Highland Fling with Rosemary
 8pm-9pm  John McLuckies Show
 9pm  David Cullen Show
TUESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-12.30pm Ken Hunter
 1pm-3pm  Macky on FM
 3pm-5pm  Mental Musings with Mer & Vicky
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Bob G
 7pm-8pm  Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
 8pm-9pm  Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
WEDNESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Comfort Zone with Lesley
 1pm-3pm  Doug in the afternoon
 4pm-7pm  Drive Times with Campbell
 7pm-9pm  Country meets Rock N Roll with Len
 9pm  Gordon’s Grooves
THURDAY: 8am-11am  Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
 11am-2pm  Lunch Show with Steve
 3pm-7pm  Drive Time with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  Christine’s Collections
 9pm-10pm  Ann’s Ceilidh
 10pm  Margo  Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Jay
 10am-1pm  The One with Allan
 1pm-1.15pm  Talking Papers
 4pm-6:45pm  Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry
 6:45pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
 10pm  Late Show with Jay.
SATURDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Saturday Morning Live with Linda
 3pm-6pm Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
 6pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Dave Hobbs
SUNDAY: 9am-11am  Sunday Morning with Breege
 11am-2pm  Sunday Brunch with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
 9pm  Drum & Bass with Graham.

It may be cold outside but there 
is plenty gardening you can do 
with your feet up inside at this 
time of year.

Now is the best time to see 
the overall structure and 
shape of your garden which 
means you can assess what you 
already have and plan on how 
to improve it.

You don’t have to spend a 
fortune and your garden can 
be any size whether in the 
country or in a town. Have a 
good look through the seed 
catalogues for summer � owers 
you can grow from scratch 
and � ick through gardening 
books and manuals for ideas 

Robert in lockdown
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Start planning for the 
gardening year ahead

and easy-to-implement garden 
tips.

If you’re thinking of growing 
your own fruit and veg then 
it’s a great time to plant seeds 
indoors for some early crops 
such as lettuces and summer 
brassicas including cabbages 
and cauli� owers, spinach and 
salad onions.

A job for January is to get 
seed beds ready and now is also 
the time to prune currant and 
gooseberry bushes.

A simple garden solution for 
January is to bring colour to 
container evergreens. It’s   a  
good idea to invest in a basic 
collection of container ever-

greens – box, conifer, holly and 
bay – that you can customise 
through the seasons by adding 
bedding plants around the 
base of each bush.

You can create a mix of con-
tainers that look great grouped 
together or scattered through 
the garden with a variety of 
colourful plants decorating 
them such as white cyclamen 
for winter, lavender blue pan-
sies in spring and white and 
pink daisies in summer.

Another plant great for in-
stant winter-spring colour and 
perfect for containers, window 
boxes and borders is the 
Primula. � e majority bloom 

in the spring, but they have 
been known to � ower through 
mild winters.

� ere is a wide range of 
colours available from bright 
yellow to pastel reds and blues 
and they can grow in most 
soil types and be planted in 
sun and semi-shade. � ey can 
be used e� ectively in bedding 
schemes with tulips and other 
winter-spring bedding plants 
or planted alone in blocks of 
colour.

When planting Primula in 
containers, use multi-purpose 
compost and ensure they never 
dry out – and remember to 
dead head the plants regularly 

� ose strange days between 
Christmas and New Year when 
nobody knows what day of the 
week it is were even stranger 
than usual this year.

No big family gatherings, no 
nights with pals in the pub, and 
a sense of foreboding about 
how the country would pay 
the debt we owed to the coro-
navirus a� er the relaxation of 
restrictions for Christmas.

On top of all this, there was of 
course one question on the lips 
of every Robert in Lockdown 
reader this Christmas. 

A question that I’m sure has 
been giving you all sleepless 
nights.

� at question is: how did 
Robert’s dad react when the 
pizza oven was unveiled?

Well I am delighted to be 
able to o� er you a belated bit of 
Christmas cheer whilst we are 
plunged into strict lockdown.

He seems, so far, and despite 
initial protestations, to be 
quite delighted with it. 

In fact (if you’ll pardon this 
horrendous pun) I would go 
as far as to say he is genuinely 
� red up about it.

Turkey pizza wasn’t quite on 
the menu but the Christmas 
dinner and all the le� overs 
were not long � nished when 
we had the oven set up outside 
and had begun cooking our 
� rst pizzas.

� ey were such a success 
that, if it weren’t for the latest 
restrictions, we would almost 
certainly have set up business 
by now.

Overcome with Christmas 
spirit (and perhaps some 
stronger spirits too), and now 
quite euphoric about this sur-
prise present he hadn’t initially 
wanted, Dad threw a complete 
festive curve ball.

He had been talking on 
FaceTime to his cousin in 
Inverlochy that day and had 
apparently promised to go for 
a swim in the River Lochy!

Not long later, the three 
of us were down at the river 
while Dad, who had turned 
76 on Christmas Day, took 
the plunge dressed in only his 
swimming shorts with the air 
temperature a mere 0 degrees 
C.

As you can see in the pho-
tograph, it was a surreal sight 
to witness which perhaps 
summarised a rather surreal 
festive season.

We do indeed live in strange 
times and, while I was very 
lucky to be with family, I can’t 
help but miss the festivities of 
previous years.

Last year, Tide Lines played 
to a very memorable crowd 
in the Ironworks (Inverness) 
on the 28th; then I headed to 
Portree to watch the New Year 
Old Firm game on the 29th; 
Uist for a Trail West dance that 
night; Benbecula on the 30th; 
Broadford Hall on Hogmanay; 
and Edinbane on the 1st.

� is year, I’ve only travelled 
from our house to the River 
Lochy!

I’m sure all the brilliant 
bands and artists who featured 

on Hogmanay television or 
social media events will say the 
same thing: let’s batten down 
the hatches and get through 
the next few months in the 

hope of being able to play live 
to real life audiences in 2021.

In the mean time, I’m o�  to 
throw another pizza in the 
oven.

Robert's dad takes a festive dip in River Lochy. 
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DIARDAOIN 07 Am Faoilleach / 
THURSDAY 07 January
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain/The Salmons Journey   
 (rpt)
19:30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earran Eachdraidh/History Shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là
20.30 An Lot – An Glasadh (rpt)
21.00 NEW Na Gleidheadairean / The Animal   
 Keepers 
22.00  Ceol Duthchasach/Ken Burn's Country   
 Music (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DIHAOINE 08 am Faoilleach / FRIDAY 
08 January
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19.00 An La – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.30 Machair (rpt) 
19.55 Eòrpa / European Current A� airs (rpt)
20.30 Gàrradh Phàdruig (rpt)
21.00 An Drochaid (rpt)
22.00 Twin (rpt)
22.45 NEW - ALT 

DISATHAIRNE 09 am Faoilleach / 
SATURDAY 09 January 
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18.00 NEW Scottish Premiership – Dundee   
 United v St Johnstone
19.45 Binneas Na Trads (rpt)
19.50 Binneas Na Trads (rpt)
20.00 Cearcall  (rpt)
20.30 Leugh mi (Book show) (rpt)
21.00 Manran aig Barrowland  (rpt)

22.00 Highlands – Scotlands Wild Heart  (rpt)
23.00 Scottish Premiership – Dundee United v St  
 Johnstone (rpt)
00:45 ALT (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 10 am Faoilleach / 
SUNDAY 10 January  
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
18.15 An La – NEWS  
18.30 Seachd Là
19.30 Alleluia (rpt)
20.00 An Lot – An Glasadh (rpt)
20.30 Na Tirisdich (From Tiree with Love) (rpt)
21.00 Lipoedema - Sgeulachd Lorna (rpt)
22.00 Manran aig Barrowland (rpt)
23.00 Twin (rpt)
23.45 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan Highlights   
 (rpt)

DILUAIN 11 am Faoilleach / MONDAY 
11 January 
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19:00 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An La – NEWS
20.30 NEW Garradh Padruig 
21.00 NEW Trusadh - As an Talamh/Traditional  
 Building Skills
22.00 Niteworks Baile air Bhoil (rpt)
22.30 Sulaisgeir: an t-Sealg (Sulaisgeir: The   
 Hunt)
23.30 TradFest (rpt)
23.30 Siud agad e! 2020 (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 12 am Faoilleach/ TUESDAY 
12 January 
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming

19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.50 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Na Tirisdich (from Tiree with Love) (rpt)
21.00 NEW Ceòl is Cradh 
22.00 Trusadh - As an Talamh/Traditional   
 Building Skills (rpt)
23.00 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.05 Machair (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 13 Am Faoilleach   / 
WEDNESDAY 13 January 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19.00 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 Sulaisgeir: an t-Sealg (rpt)
22.00 Tradfest (rpt)
22.30 Na Gleidheadairean (rpt)
23.30 Niteworks Baile air Bhoil
23.00 Ceol na Loidhne (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 14 am Faoilleach  / 
THURSDAY 14 January 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming 
19.00 Turas a Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An La NEWS
20.30 An Lot- An Glasadh (rpt)
21.00 NEW Na Gleidheadairean
22.00 Ceol Duthasach (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

A new book published to 
mark the 300th anniversary 
of the birth of perhaps the 
most controversial � gure in 
British history, Prince Charles 
Edward Stuart, on Hogmanay 
calls for a reappraisal of his 
character and career.

Reminiscences of a Jacobite 
draws on the Prince’s own pre-
viously unpublished account 
as well as a number of other 
� rst-hand accounts in seeking 
to understand the thinking of 
the man who led the Rising of 
1745.

� e book’s author, Michael 
Nevin, current chairman of 
� e 1745 Association, says 
the depiction of the Prince in 
narratives such as Outlander is 
wholly inaccurate.

‘Outlander shows the Prince 
as a small man with a high-
pitched voice, representing 
him as a religious fanatic who 
recklessly launched a cam-
paign which had no chance of 
success,’ he said.

‘In fact, he stood at 5'10" – tall 
by the standards of the day 
– and was a powerful orator, 
as shown by the call to arms 
to his men on the eve of the 
battle of Prestonpans. He was 
a highly intelligent individ-
ual who advocated religious 
tolerance and had a clear and 
credible strategy to regain the 
throne, which might well have 
succeeded had the Jacobite 
leadership followed his plea 
to continue the advance onto 

Reckless campaigner or 
intelligent strategist?

London from Derby.’ � e 
picture we have of the Prince 
today, he says, is largely based 
on false propaganda fabricated 
by his enemies.

'In recent years, I have 
worked in South Africa, 
where a process of peace and 
reconciliation was initiated 
by Nelson Mandela a� er the 
apartheid era, and in Rwanda, 
where a similar process of 
truth and reconciliation has 
brought the nation together 
since the 1994 genocide,' said 
Mr Nevin.

‘What is remarkable is that, 
even now, 300 years a� er the 
Prince's birth, no similar pro-
cess has occurred with respect 
to the Rising of 1745, leaving 

an unresolved legacy of mis-
understanding and bitterness. 
Perhaps the Prince’s tercente-
nary is an appropriate moment 
to begin such a process.’

Reminiscences of a Jacobite: 
� e Untold Story of the Rising 
of 1745 by Michael Nevin is 
published by Birlinn Ltd [ISBN 
No: 9781839830099] to mark 
the 300th anniversary of the 
birth of Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart. A talk by the author 
earlier this month to introduce 
the book and answer questions 
about it from a well-informed 
audience has been uploaded 
by Birlinn on its YouTube 
channel at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zZorG7QuLT8&ab_
channel=BirlinnBooks

Reminiscences of a Jacobite: 
The Untold Story of the 
Rising of 1745 by Michael 
Nevin.

Author Mike Nevin believes 
that the depiction of the 
Prince in some modern nar-
ratives is wholly inaccurate. 

as this will encourage a longer 
� owering period.

January’s garden checklist:
 Clean and oil garden tools
 Scrub pots so they are 

disease free and don’t infect 
new plants

 Sharpen secateurs
 Take the lawnmower in to 

be serviced
 If it snows, shake it o�  ev-

ergreens, hedges and conifers 
to stop the weight causing any 
damage

 Treat timber fences, arch-
ways and sheds with wood 
preservative

 Bring mature shrubs to life 
by pruning older branches as 
close to the stem as possible

 Keep container plants pro-
tected from frost and check to 
see if they need watering

 Remember to put out food 
and water for birds

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000
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United Auctions Stirling, 
Sunday January 3, sold 4,374 
prime sheep comprising of 
3,716 prime hoggs selling to 
an average of 231.36ppk and 
658 ewes and rams.

Old season lambs 
(3,716) – West Park (BTex) 
£122.00; Luckenburn (BTex) 
£120.00; Berrydyke (BTex) 
£117.00; Easter Ochtermuthill 
(BTex) £116.00; The Green 
(Tex) £119.00; Westhall (Tex) 
£117.00; The Green (Tex) 
£116.00; Longfauld (Tex) 
£115.00; North Inchmichael 
(Suf) £115.00; Drumdowie 
(Suf) £113.50; Blythbank (Suf) 
£108.000; North Inchmichael 
(Chev) £112.00 and £110.50; 
Newhouse of Glamis (Chev) 
£105.50; Easter Craigduckie 
(Cross) £108.50; Wardhead 
(Mule) £105.00; Luckenburn, 
North Deanhead & Blythbank 
(Mule) £100.00;  Gilston (Chev/
Mule) £104.00; Whirrieston 
(BF) £102.00; Whirrieston and 

Smithy Hillock (BF) £101.00; 
North Deanhad (BF) £100.00.

Old season lambs ppk 
(3,716) – Easter Bucklyvie 
(BTex) 322.00ppk; Newton 
of Crathie (BTex) 276.00ppk; 
West Park (BTex) 270.00ppk 
and 268.00ppk; Newton of 
Crathie (Tex) 269.00ppk; Torrax 
(Tex) 261.00ppk; South Ballaird 
(Tex) 260.00ppk; Newton of 
Crathie (Chev) 245.00ppk; 
Hallhill (Chev) 241.00ppk; 
Loanhead of Duchally, 
Snawdon and Newton of 
Crathie (Chev) 240.00ppk; 
Claish (Cha) 239.00ppk; Easter 
Bucklyvie (Suf) 238.00ppk; 
Wardhead (Suf) 237.00ppk 
and 236.00ppk; Fullarton and 
Pittenkerrie (Suf) 237.00ppk; 
Gilsotn (Chev/Mule) 
236.00ppk; Cretlevane (Mule) 
233.00ppk; Dupplin Estate 
(Mule) 231.00ppk; Blythbank 
(Mule) 227.00ppk; Ardacheran-
mor and Bows (BF) 233.00ppk; 
Bows (BF) 232.00ppk; West 

Bracklinn and Whirrieston (BF) 
230.00ppk.

Ewes (658) – Westhall (Tex) 
£138.00; Carrat (Tex) £120.00; 
Wester Cambushinie (TexX) 
£118.00; Over Finlarg (TexX) 
£110.00; Westhall (Suf) £126.00; 
Smith Hillock (SufX) £114.00; 
Fullfordlees (SufX) £107.00; 
Over Finlarg (BFL) £93.00; 
Cretlevane (BFL) £91.00; 
Calfward (Mule) £90.50; Carrat 
(Mule) £90.00; Blythbank 
(Mule) £88.00; Woodhead of 
Mailer (Mule) £86.00; Powblack 
(Hamp) £90.00; Craighall 
(Chev) £88.00; Over Finlarg 
(Chev) £72.50; Dustydrum 
(Chev) £82.00; Kinclaven 
(Chev/Mule) £85.50; Glen-
damph (BF) £71.50; Blythbank 
(BF) £67.50; Over Finlarg & 
Auchenrivoch (BF) £67.00.

Tups – Cretlevane (Tex) 
£135.00; Fleurs (Tex) £128.00; 
Over Finlarg (Tex) £117.00; 
Over Finlarg (Lley) £109.00; 
Glendamph (BF) £94.00.

A new year, a new perspective, 
writes Andrew McCornick, 
president of NFU Scotland, in 
his New Year message.

� e new and untested trad-
ing environment would be 
di� erent but with many of the 
same worries over potential 
tari� s and quotas, he said.

‘� ere are and will be issues 
and NFUS will take them on 
and seek remedies.

‘However, as I look to 2021, it 
is not about the cards we have 
been dealt on Brexit, trade 
deals, policy or weather.

‘It is how we play our hand 
and I � rmly believe that, as 
an industry, we have the cards 
stacked in our favour,’ he 
added. With the world pop-
ulation growing, Scotland’s 

‘multifunctional land’ could 
meet growing demand.

‘Let us have credibility 
for farmers by investing 
in bioeconomy, bioenergy, 
agro-forestry, precision farm-
ing and shorter food chains 
– support for which is within 
the Government’s gi� ,’ he said.

‘In 2021, the black cloud of 
Covid-19 needs to be swept 
away, a process driven by the 
vaccines our scientists have 
developed and lessons learned 
on the things we should do 
better but also how we have 
adapted and adopted new 
methods for good.

‘Agriculture also urgently 
needs delivery of an ambitious 
coherent policy delivering a 
sustainable pro� table industry 

that addresses climate change, 
biodiversity and an increasing 
demand for nutritious high 
standard and welfare food. 
Procrastination has a price.

‘Brexit will go by, like foot 
and mouth, the oil crisis and 
the great depression, but we 
need enough freedom and 
� exibility to be able to inno-
vate and chose our own paths 
through it as well. We need to 
throw open our doors to the 
public and build trust on what 
we do and how we do it. � ere 
is huge potential from selling 
our story both on farm and in 
the food chain.’ 

He � nished by adding: ‘I 
wish everyone health, wealth 
and happiness for the coming 
year.’

Around the markets Cards stacked in industry’s 
favour, says NFUS president

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.



�e Oban Times
Thursday 7 January 2021 FEATURE  25

Goodbye 2020 – and good 
riddance, none of us are going to 
miss you, unless we own shares 
in a company that makes online 

meetings apps.
So roll on 2021 as we all work on 
becoming Covid free and getting 

back to the good things in life.
It is time to get ready with a new 
look at life, with a New Year and a 

new you.

Losing weight and feeling great

Uh-oh! When the time comes to go back into 
the workplace do you have a wardrobe full of 
smart o�ce clothes that might be a little too 
tight . . . maybe even a lot too tight?

If the lure of the biscuit tin and the sweetie jar 
have proved irresistible in 2020 as you worked 
from home, it is now time to get back on track.  

We have only a few more months to go, hope-
fully, until the virus suppression lockdowns 
and vaccinations begin to take e�ect, so get 
cracking.

All the established slimming clubs have 
switched to online and if you enrol now you 
will be able to go to weigh-ins when allowed 
and step on those scales in front of all the oth-
er club members and feel so proud of yourself.

Even if you do not have weight to loose, how 
about making this the year that’s all about 

eating better?  Another thing we have learned 
during lockdown is how to enjoy cooking for 
ourselves and upping our culinary skills.
Food cooked from scratch tastes so much 
better than ready meals and doesn’t have 
so many arti�cial �avour enhancers and no 
preservatives. There is something so satisfying 
and uplifting about home cooking.

Better still; why not start to buy more food 
from within our region?  The last year gave 
local producers a great chance to shine and 
highlight their produce – be they grown, 
raised or made here in the West Highlands and 
islands.

You would be amazed at how many people 
have realised now  what so many of us have 
known for so long – that locally-sourced eggs, 
be they chicken, duck or goose, taste way 
superior to supermarket ones.

In Oban, Fort William and Lochgilphead and 
in smaller villages and the islands you can �nd 
so many local artisan suppliers and farmers 
markets.

Get yourself in a good place

Life’s current circumstances have shown us 
all the need for reliance; not just physical but 
emotional as well.

Let’s be honest here – there cannot be one of 
us who has not gone right to the edge during 
these uncertain times. Some of us have been 
able to pull things back together far better 
than others.  

There is no condemnation in this; perhaps 
one of the best things to come out of this 
disastrous Covid experience is that people will 
be more open and accepting about the need 
for good, positive mental health.  We will be 

more aware of our own needs and those of our 
family, friends, neighbours and colleagues.

There is plenty of counselling available, on line 
and wherever possible, in person.

The Martyn’s Monday Club for men and its 
spin-o� clubs for women and young people in 
Oban are a shining example of the help that is 
available.

There are so many websites to visit, podcasts to 
listen to and even courses to enrol in.

Keeping positive is so important. Argyll College 
and West Highland College have many new 
courses available for you to expand your 

NEW YEAR NEW YOU



West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193) 

Find out more
Visit www.whc.uhi.ac.uk or call 01397 874 000

Countryside Skills with Ranger Training NQ
Baking NPA, Professional Cookery Skills NQ
in FORT WILLIAM

Book-keeping PDA
College Certificate in Further Education (short taster course)
STUDY FROM ANYWHERE

NEW
OPPORTUNITIES 
JANUARY
2021
Maritime & Aquaculture Skills NQ
in MALLAIG

horizons, learn new skills and help you on your 
career path.

That does not mean sitting there like Pollyanna, 
or becoming an ostrich with your head in the 
sand and ignoring everything, in the hope it all 
go away.

One of the best ways to keep yourself positive 
is to surround yourself with quality information.

We have said it before and will never tire of 
saying it again: always rely on good resources 
for your information like The Oban Times. Use 
government, Council and NHS websites, the 
BBC and STV and national and local press.  We 
are owned by companies which all work within 
the Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO) guidelines – for real news.

Expert advice 

Financial problems can be the one of the worst 
aspects of this crisis; as many people � nd them-
selves furloughed or their hours drastically cut 
back.

In an area such as ours there is a number of peo-
ple who rely on the tourism and hospitality sec-
tors for all of, or a major boost to, their incomes.
If you fall into this category, make sure you 
seek advice sooner rather than later, if you 
think you are might run into di�  culty.
Good � nancial planning is worth its weight in 
gold and you can still have appointments with 
advisors online.

Life goes on, online 

Exercise and a good pub quiz is what the UK 
wants most from the internet!

YouTube's Culture and Trends team issued a 
report on 2020 and ‘the trends and behaviour 
de� ning the evolution of digital culture in 
2020’. 

Kevin Allocca, who heads the team, said when 
the report was issued that ‘this is an important 
moment to examine in the history of pop 
culture’ because of the Covid pandemic.

Topping the UK chart was Joe Wicks who 
received  an MBE in October. He has said 
his videos’ success is one of his ‘proudest 
achievements’.

Jay Flynn, a pub landlord from Lancashire, 
who hosted his own pub quizzes before lock-
down has now found himself with a massive 
audience.

He began Jay’s Virtual Pub Quiz on You Tube 
for a local audience and has found himself 
with nearly 150,000 joining in live on Thursday 
evenings.

And don’t forget our own superstars of The 
Oban Times podcast, available each week.  
Make sure you listen to David Buchanan’s 
retirement podcast – a classic!
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HEAD OVER TO ARGYLL.UHI.AC.UK

Considering a career change in the new year? 
Or are you thinking about new opportunities?
It’s never too late to start learning.

We have lots of shorter courses starting from
January to help build your skills, including:
• Business Law: An Introduction
• Horticulture: Plant Recognition & Use
• Computing: Ethical Hacking
• Administrative Procedures
• Computer Games Development
• Plants & Habitats: Ecology & Conservation

... and lots more options on our website!

After a year full of uncertainty and change, 
it’s time to take the reins and get your 
career back on the right track. Whether 
you’re thinking about retraining, or chang-
ing your career path, you’ll be able to 
get recognised quali� cations with Argyll 
College UHI, all whilst studying right here 
in Argyll. 

Starting late January, we have a range of 
part-time single unit courses available that 
can be completed before June from as 
little as £86. The courses are a great way to 
get a taster for one of our full-time courses, 
gain additional skills, or help you reskill in 
a new area. So, if you’re ready for a pivot in 
2021, this could be exactly what you need.

If the thought of returning to the o�  ce is 
enough to send you stir crazy, why not get 
outdoors and try one of our Horticulture 
units. A great way to gain new skills in the 
garden, these units are perfect for both 
beginners, and the green-� ngered among 
us. Whether you’re simply looking to get 
your garden in shape for Spring or want to 
turn your hobby into something more. 

Computing is a rapidly growing sector of 
employment and now, more than ever, has 
become fundamental to the way we live, 

work, and socialise. Gaining skills within 
this area can open up the world of tech-
nology and a vast array of exciting career 
opportunities. Our single unit courses 
cover topics such as Digital Forensics, 
Ethical Hacking and Computer Games 
Development and serve as a taster for our 
full-time HNC Computing course starting 
in September. 

If you’re new to the world of work, or re-
turning after a break our Business, Admin 
and IT courses could be for you. Covering a 
range of topics from customer care, digital 
marketing, databases and personal enter-
prise skills, these courses will prepare you 
for the modern-day o�  ce environment 
and increase your employability. 

For most people, it’s only natural to 
change and what better time than now to 
try something new – especially as many 
of us have time to � ll whilst remaining 
at home! So, if you love life in Argyll but 
think you have to move away to get the 
quali� cations you need, think again. Find 
out how we can help you hit the ground 
running as the new year approaches. 

Visit www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk 
to � nd out more.

Change your career, change your life
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Free2GO - 11 to 15 year olds
It’s no secret that young people are eating 
less healthily, have a less active lifestyle and 
are su� ering from weight-related problems 
like diabetes at a much earlier age. 

To help young people in the very best way it 
can, Slimming World has launched Free2Go 
– a specially devised healthy eating plan, 
which focuses on the power of Free Food 
and Healthy Extras and encourages the step-
by-step reduction of less healthy foods like 
burgers, chocolate and confectionary.

At Slimming World, we understand the 
impact these past months have had on our 
health, our happiness and our weight. If 
you’d love to make a fresh start this new 
year, we’re here to support you all the way 
to your dream weight.
Things have been a little di� erent in 2020 but 
the range of support you get is still provided 
by Slimming World, call Gillian today on 07796 
040803 to become a member.

You will enjoy an amazing package of support, 
including our generous, � exible eating plan, 
a tailored activity plan, and the motivation, 
understanding and care that’s at the heart of 
Slimming World.
Make this the year you discover that Slimming 
World feeling for yourself – a fresh start that 
lasts a lifetime!

 Make 2021 your year

MEET THE TEAM

Gillian  MacCorquodale
Consultant

Hi, I’m Gillian, I joined SW as a member in 
2006 and lost 3 stone. I have been a consultant 
now for 10 years and absolutely love my job. 
SW Oban has over 300 members, many of 
whom who have achieved their targets and 
many more well on the way. SW Fort William, 
that started a couple of years ago, is a huge 
success and in high demand. We look forward 
to welcoming you into group and helping you 
achieve your goals.

Virtual 
Classes 
and full 
online 

support 
offered

Call Gillian 
on 07796 
040803 

Food Optimising caters for members 
with special dietary requirements or 
conditions a� ected by diet, including 
diabetes, Coeliac disease, lactose 
intolerance and IBS. 

Consultants and members have access 
to a variety of health fact sheets to 
help incorporate their dietary needs 
into Food Optimising, for example, 
highlighting gluten and dairy free 
products. 

Individual dietary needs What’s your favourite 
Slimming World recipe?

Weekly Weigh In 

Slimming World App

Lifeline Online (website)

Slimming World Shop 
(including free delivery)

Facebook Group

Virtual Weekly Meetings 
(optional) 

Consultant Support

Barcode Scanner

Exclusive Newsletter

Help for Special 
Dietary Requirements
- Vegetarian & Vegan
- Diabetic
- Pregnancy
- Breastfeeding
- Gluten Free
- Food Intolerances
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FOR SALE

INV-CM-21 v2

REF: CM(24)

4 Ardross Street, Inverness IV3 5NN
T: 01463 236 977
E: inverness@g-s.co.uk

We value property
g-s.co.uk

DEVELOPMENT LAND FOR SALE
Snipefield Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6SY
• Size: 5.81 Acres / 2.35 Hectares or thereby
• Suitable for Class 4, 5 & 6 Use
• All enquiries to contact details below

CLOSING DATE: 12 noon, Friday 22nd January 2021

FOR SALE
REF: CM(25)

• Plot 1 (1.17 Acres)
• Plot 2  (0.98 Acres)

• Plot 3  (2.23 Acres)
• Plot 4  (1.13 Acres)

4 Ardross Street, Inverness IV3 5NN
T: 01463 236 977
E: inverness@g-s.co.uk

We value property
g-s.co.uk

DEVELOPMENT LAND 
FOR SALE 
Glenshellach Industrial Estate, 
Oban , PA34 4HG

CLOSING DATE
12 noon, Monday 25th January 2021

• Suitable for Class 4, 5 & 6 Use
• All enquiries to contact details below

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE

Please contact: Lizzie Richards, South Highland Rural Surveyor 
via email; lizzie.richards@nature.scot or phone; 01463 701620

NatureScot (formerly SNH) is 
considering the disposal of c. 600ha 
of land at Glencripesdale nature 
reserve (grid ref. NM 724616). 

NatureScot invites expressions of 
interest (to be received by 5th April 
2021) from community groups which 
may wish to acquire or lease the land.

CLASSIFIEDS
METALS WANTED

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

DIGITAL PHOTO EDITING

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
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PUBLIC NOTICES

RECRUITMENT

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Dr Donald Angus 
MacInnes, Dr Duncan 
Calum MacInnes and Dr 
Duncan James MacInnes 
have registered their croft 5 
Ardfenaig (apportionment 
only), Ardfenaig, Kilfinichen 
and Kilvickeon, C7365 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 10 August 
2021.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C7365.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Helen Worboys has regis-
tered her croft 13a Lower 
Carnoch, Lismore & Appin 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 17th 
September 2021.
Details of the registration 
can be found at http://
www.crof ts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home.
The croft registration 
number is C7383

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Dr Donald Angus 
MacInnes, Dr Duncan 
Calum MacInnes and Dr 
Duncan James MacInnes 
have registered their croft 6 
Ardfenaig (apportionment 
only), Ardfenaig, Kilfinichen 
and Kilvickeon, C7366 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 10 August 
2021.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C7366. 

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTION ISSUED

1. I Piggot, 4 Airds Bay, 
0.124ha, Site of an existing 
dwelling house, with fenc-
ing conditions (105289)

Full details at www.croft-
ing.scotland.gov.uk 

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically 
through Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 
Having regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) 
Act 2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically 
at this time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by 
e-mail: planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/02177/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 

formation of access and 
installation of bio-disc 
treatment plant

Plot 2, Land Adjacent 
To Airdeny Mill, 
Taynuilt, 
Argyll And Bute

20/02164/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
with detached garage, 
formation of access. 
Installation of septic tank 
and air source heat pump

Land Approx 280M 
West Of Eoin-Mhara, 
Craignure, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute

20/02165/PPP Site for the erection 
of dwellinghouse

Croft 1, Land East 
Of Suidhe Farm, 
Bunessan, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute

20/02166/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Croft 2, Land East 
Of Suidhe Farm, 
Bunessan, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute

20/02167/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Croft 3, Land East 
Of Suidhe Farm, 
Bunessan, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute

20/02203/PPP Renewal of planning 
permission in principle 
17/03214/PPP (Site for the 
erection of one dwellinghouse 
and installation of shared 
private drainage system)

Kentallen Farm, Aros, 
Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA72 6JS

20/02204/PPP Renewal of planning 
permission in principle 
17/03215/PPP (Site for the 
erection of one dwellinghouse, 
formation of vehicular access 
including upgrading of 
existing access track and 
installation of private 
drainage system)

Kentallen Farm, Aros, 
Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA72 6JS

20/02202/PPP Renewal of planning 
permission in principle 
17/03213/PPP (Site for 
erection of one dwellinghouse 
and installation of shared 
private drainage system)

Kentallen Farm, Aros, 
Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA72 6JS

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all 
applications can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers are 
requested to use electronic communication where possible during the 
coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process postal 
mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working 
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

EDUCATION SERVICE 
EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 1980 

CHOICE OF SCHOOL AND REGISTRATION 
OF INFANT BEGINNERS IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS –  

SESSION 2021/2022
All children who reach the age of five years between 1 March 2021 and 
28 February 2022 should register for education during the week 
commencing 18 January 2021. 
Usually children attend their local school however parents can make a 
request to place their child in any school under the management of the 
education authority. This is known as a placing request.
P1 registration, including placing requests for starting in August 2021, 
will take place online using the council’s website. Details of the link will 
be published using social media and on the website. If you are unable 
to access the online registration form please call your local school week 
beginning 18 January 2021.
A list of all schools and documents relating to registration can be 
found on the council’s website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/education- 
and-learning/placing-your-child-school, this includes:-
• Gaelic Medium Education  
• Denominational Schools  
• Non-denominational Schools.

Argyll and Bute Council
DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

SERVICES
ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (LOCH CRERAN LOOP ROAD) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2020
On Wednesday 9 December 2020, Argyll and Bute Council made the above 
named Order under Section 14(1)(a) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, as amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive 
or cause or permit to be driven any motor vehicle on that length of the 
Loch Creran Loop Road from its junction with the A828 Trunk Road at 
the South Creagan Roundabout extending in a northerly thence easterly 
direction to a point 20 metres or thereby west of its junction with the 
access road to Dallachulish Farm, a distance of 550 metres or thereby.
Exceptions will apply to a vehicle being used in an emergency for fire 
brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes, a vehicle being 
used for carrying out the works or a vehicle being driven under the 
direction of a traffic management operative. The restrictions imposed by 
this Order which are required to allow essential works to be carried out 
on or near the road will be effective when indicated by signs from 
0001 hours on Monday 04 January to 2359 hours on Friday 29 January 
2021, or until the works are complete, whichever is the earlier. 
Roads & Infrastructure Services 1A Manse Brae,  
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

URGENT PROOF

The Oban Times 01631 568000 | Campbeltown Courier 01586 554646 | Argyllshire Advertiser 01546 602345 | Arran Banner 01770 302142

It is your responsibility to check that all information within the advert is correct; we will not be held accountable for any inaccuracies or false information 
included within it. If you do not contact us by the deadline date stated within the email, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to complete any changes 
received after the stated deadline. Failure to respond may result in the advert being printed as shown below.

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:

THE EMAIL WILL SHOW DETAILS OF PUBLICATION, DATE AND ANY DEADLINES FOR RESPONDING TO THIS PROOF
this is a low resolution pdf for proofi ng purposes
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Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Career opportunities
Mechanic/Plant Fitter – 
Lochgilphead Area
We are looking for a qualified mechanic/plant 
fitter to join our team. This position is available for 
immediate start. Hours of work 8am – 5.30pm.

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Reference Number

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Siting of holiday letting accommodation 
and associated works

Construction of temporary bellmouth to 
public road, and access tracks

Land 55M North of Wee Hoose
Sanna, Kilchoan

Land 2.5Km NW Of Kingie Lodge
Between Glen Quoich Hydro Electric 
Stations, Invergarry

20/04831/FUL

20/04903/FUL

Redevelopment Project 
Capital Programme 

Implementation Manager
Salary: £55-60,000 pro rata, 0.4 FTE

Closing date: 20/1/21

To apply, visit 
kilmartin.org/home/get-involved/vacancies/



THE ALL-NEW ISUZU D-MAX.
COMING SOON TO OUR SHOWROOM.

THERE’S A NEW BREED OF
PICK-UP COMING TO TOWN.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST AT S & S Services Isuzu 
01292 880080  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Outback – Save £4,000  
Facebook 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)  

Twitter 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)       

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2830 

LOG YOUR INTEREST FOR AN EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
CALL S&S TODAY 01292 220080

S&S • SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF 
ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Call our 
Approved 
Service 
Centre 
today!

  
01292 

880080
FROM ONLY £275 PER MONTH*

NOW ONLY £245 PER MONTH* NOW ONLY £215 PER MONTH* 



NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED
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On 4 January, the government 
announced a new national 
lockdown to control the spread 
of coronavirus.
A MESSAGE FROM THE 
DRIVER & VEHICLE 
STANDARDS AGENCY
Driving and riding lessons
Driving and riding lessons, in-
cluding CBT must not take place 
until the restrictions are li� ed. 
� is includes ADI part 2 and 3 
tests and standards checks.
Driving and riding tests
All driving and riding tests have 
been suspended from 5 January 
until the restrictions are li� ed.
We’ll email candidates who are 
a� ected by this to let them know 
we will reschedule their test.
If you have booked a test for any 
of your pupils you will receive an 
email to let you know it will be 
rescheduled to a new time and 
date. You will need to contact 
your pupil to let them know.

We’ll then send you an email 
with the new time and date as 
soon as possible; please ask your 
pupils to be patient.
If the new time and date is not 
suitable for you or your pupil, 
you can choose a di� erent time 
and date on GOV.UK.You will 
need your pupil’s driving licence 
number to do this. Your pupil 
does not need to pay again to do 
this.
� eory tests
All theory tests will be suspended 
until the restrictions are li� ed.
We will email anyone who has 
booked a test and is a� ected 
by this to let them know their 
theory test is on hold and that 
they will need to reschedule it 
by visiting https://www.gov.uk/
change-theory-test.
If you booked your pupil’s theory 
test you will need to log into the 
booking system and rearrange 
their test for a new date and time.

Driving and riding lessons and tests 
– National 
lockdown

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

View more stock at:

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS
TYRES, DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICING, MOTS, BATTERIES, 

CAR HIRE & MORE. 
ALL MAKES AND MODELS WELCOME

LOCAL COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

VIEW AND RESERVE YOUR CAR 
ONLINE FOR JUST £99

campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk 
WE CAN PROVIDE A COMPLETE HASSLE-FREE PURCHASING 

EXPERIENCE REMOTELY WITHOUT YOU LEAVING YOUR HOME

Delivery available

PHONE: 01586 55 2030   
EMAIL: cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk 

PHONE AND BACS PAYMENT 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY



Practice who went above and 
beyond during mum’s last 
few weeks. Sincere thanks to 
the Rev. Alan Millar for his 
comforting service, Angela 
Guy at the Flower House for the 
beautiful � owers, Andy Hayes 
and the Tiree Cooperative 
for their professional funeral 
arrangements, Fiona MacPhail 
and the Lodge Hotel for 
their excellent catering and 
Coinneach MacKinnon for 
piping at the graveside.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - Rosemary 
Cameron, Onich, passed away 
January 2, 2020. In memory of 
our mum and granny,
� ose we love don't go away, 
they walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard but always 
near, they will stay forever 
dear to us.
- Ann Marie, Catriona, Angus 
and Elaine and grandchildren 
Liam, Stewart, Sophie and 
Alex.
DUNCAN – In loving memory 
of Isabel (Bibby), who passed 
away on January 10, 2020.
Although your smile is gone 
forever and your hand we 
cannot touch, we have so many 
memories of the one we loved 
so much; It is sad to walk the 
road alone instead of side by 
side, but to all there comes a 
moment when the ways of life 
divide; You gave us years of 
happiness then came sorrow 
and tears, but you le�  us 
beautiful memories we will 
treasure throughout the years; 
Of all life’s simple pleasures, 
gi� s both great and small, to 
have you as my wife, our mum 
and our nan was the greatest 
gi�  of all. 
Always in our hearts.
- Billy and all the family.
EVANS – Cathie, passed away 
peacefully on January 11, 
2008. Dear mother, mother-
in-law, grandmother and 
great-granny to Nigel, Hazel, 
David, Gareth and Kaitlyn.
Always in our thoughts.

HAVLIN – In loving memory 
of my dear husband John who 
passed away on January 1, 
2020.
Precious memories treasured 
forever of days when we were 
all together
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you are 
always there
- Moira Havlin and family.
HEAP – In loving memory of a 
beloved husband, dad, father-
in-law and grandad Robert 
(Bob), who died January 12, 
2018.
� ose special memories of you
Will always bring a smile
If only we could have you back
For just a little while
� en we could sit and talk 
again
Just like we used to do
You always meant so very 
much
And always will do too
� e fact that you are no longer 
here
Will always cause us pain
But you’re forever in our hearts
Until we meet again
- Your loving wife Isabel, 
Robert, Joe, Louis, Lorraine, 
Sophie and Morgan xxxxxxx
Also remembering a dear son 
and brother Edward (Eddie), 
who died April 4, 1979, aged 
18 years and our lovely dog 
Buster who le�  a paw print on 
our hearts.
HENDY - Precious memories 
of my parents, Brian who died 
on December 30, 1996 and 
Margaret who died on January 
7, 2019. Always in my thoughts.
- Sandra and family.
LAUDER – Stephen 3/3/65 – 
4/01/14. Precious memories of 
our darling son Stephen.
As time goes on without you
As days turn into years
� ey hold a million memories
And a thousand silent tears
No longer in our life to share
But in our hearts you are 
always there
Loved forever.
- Ma, Dad, Billy, Kevin, Gillian 
and families.  

MACDONALD – Treasured 
memories of Eileen, dearly 
loved mum of Phillip and 
precious daughter of Margaret 
and sister of Colin and Karen, 
taken from us on January 6, 
2008, also remembering loved 
ones gone before.
To us you were so special
What more is there to say
We only wish with all our 
hearts
� at you were here today
Every year gets harder and so 
sorely missed.
- From the family, 14 Corran 
Brae, Oban.
MACDONALD – In loving 
memory of my dearest niece 
Eileen Susan, died January 6, 
2008.
A daily thought, a silent tear
A constant wish that you were 
here 
Cherished memories.
- Auntie Eileen and cousin 
Rhea.
MACLELLAN - Remembering 
with love Christopher Allan 
on his 30th anniversary, taken 
from us on January 1, 1991. 
Forever in our hearts.
- � e MacLellan family.
ROBERTSON – In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
George and our dearest dad 
who passed away on January 6, 
2011.
Always loved and sorely 
missed.
- Margaret, sons George and 
Lorne, and daughter-in-law 
Helen xx
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�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

Please contact the team by calling 01463 233366 
or emailing info@johnfraserandson.com 
Visit www.johnfraserandson.com

Our family have offered personal, professional  
funeral services to the Highland community for over 
135 years. Our large stock of memorials in different  
granites means that turnaround time is minimised. 

Prices start at £750 and include unlimited lettering, 
design, flower vase, installation at any cemetery 
in mainland Highlands, VAT and the cemetery fee. 
Bespoke options and restoration are also available.

Memorial garden open to visit:  
John Fraser & Son, 17-29 Chapel Street,  
Inverness, IV1 1NA

MEMORIALS

DEATHS
CAMPBELL - Peacefully at 
home, Beinn Ghlas, Furnace on 
December 31, 2020, Alexander 
(Alex) Campbell in his 87th 
year. Beloved husband of the late 
Pearl MacCallum. Dearly loved 
and adored father of Hazel, 
Ronnie, Carol and Lorna. A 
much respected father-in-law 
of Ronnie, Mhairi, Douglas 
and Alastair. Devoted and 
proud Papa and Old Papa. Alex 
was a highly respected member 
of the local and surrounding 
communities, and a stalwart 
of Kilmory Shinty Club. A 
private family service was held 
in Cumlodden Parish Church, 
Furnace on � ursday, January 
7, 2021, followed by Interment 
at Kilevin Cemetery, Crarae.
McRAE – Peacefully on 
� ursday, December 24, 2020, 
in the wonderful care of Aden 
House, Inverness, Roderick 
(George), aged 98 years. 
Formerly of Moray Drive, 
Balloch and Bunessan, Isle of 
Mull. Beloved husband of the 
late Nancy, loving father, father-
in-law, grandpa and great-
grandpa. A private funeral, 
under current government 

guidelines, will take place at 
Suidhe Cemetery, Bunessan on 
� ursday, January 7, 2021.
MORRIS - Mairi Stewart (née 
Nicholson), formerly of 17 
Corran Brae, Oban. Passed 
away on December 21, 2020 at 
� e Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, South Wales, aged 
91. Beloved wife of the late 
Bill Morris. Loving mother of 
Ann, Gwyneth and Robert and 
mother-in- law of Jim, Richard 
and Verity, loving grandmother 
of Nick and Richard loving 
great-grandmother of Jackson, 
Mia, Sam and Marianne.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMERON - Kinlochleven. 
� e Cameron family would 
like to thank relatives, friends 
and all who turned out at 
Kinlochleven and Kinlochmore 
Cemetery. Sincere thanks to 
Rev Malcolm Kinnear for 
church service and graveside. 
Special thanks to Manson & 
MacBeath, Mosspark Home 
and Belford Hospital.
MACEACHERN - Donald, 
David and their families 
would like to thank everyone 
most sincerely for the many 
kind expressions of sympathy 

received in the recent sad 
passing of Isobel. A heartfelt 
thank you to the wonderful 
people who provided care and 
support, Sarah and Claire,  
Carr Gomm, Ardfenaig 
Care Home, Marie Curie, 
District Nurses and medical 
sta�  of Glenaray Ward. We 
would also like to extend 
our thanks to Rev. David 
Carruthers for his personal 
and comforting service; to 
Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for their professional 
and compassionate services; 
Morna for her beautiful 
� ower arrangements and to 
the Lithgow family for their 
friendship and kindness 
shown to Isobel. Lastly our 
thanks to all those who paid 
their respects during these 
di�  cult times.
MUNN - Janice, Donnie 
and Moira wish to thank all 
family and friends for their 
loving support and kindness 
following the very sad loss 
of Nella. Special thanks to 
the sta�  at the Lorn Medical 
Centre and Ward B Lorn and 
Islands Hospital for their 
care and attention and also 
heartfelt thanks to the doctors 
and nurses at the Tiree Medical 
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes & Son  |  Est. 1880

24 Hour
Family Run Business

D&A Munn Ltd
Breadalbane Street, Oban, PA34 5NZ

Tel: 01631 562562
Email: ian@munns-oban.co.uk

Private Chapel of Rest  |  Viewing Room  |  Private Mortuary  |  8 Seater Dorchester Limousine Hire

Here is a brain teaser for the 
start of 2021. Is a tiger truly a 
tiger if it is shut in a cage?

You will recognise the black 
and gold stripes of a tiger, even 
though somewhat diminished. 
But what it lacks is freedom.

It is the same for faith. We 
have just marked the incarna-
tion of God with Christ’s birth 
at Christmas. 

� us starts the human 
attempt at the imprisonment 
of God. 

Keep him wee in a manger, 
pliable and annually reliable. 
And on it goes.

How o� en have you 
heard Jesus was a good 
moral teacher? Yes, but that is 
keeping the incarnate Son of 
God in a cage. 

He is a teacher, true, but so 
diminished. 

For what about the challenge 
to powers-that-be, the scandal 
of genuine friendship with 
women, the kissing clean 

of lepers, the anguish of 
rejection, cruci� xion and the 
resurrection. � e hope for 
2021 is that faith breaks free 
of the constraints we put on 
it. And that God’s liberation 
surges across the world – 
setting people free.

Let us carry the carers, the 
shop workers and the teachers 
into places of true respect. Let 
us shake o�  the shackles of 

our own prejudice to recog-
nise the freedom inherent in 
people regardless of gender, 
race, class. And open our 
minds to truth and not the 
fake news of the Trumps of 
this world. And let Scotland 
shine a beacon of justice for 
our planet when the 26th UN 
Climate Change Conference 
of the Parties (Cop 26) is held 
here in November.

Faith breaks free of its cage, 
God in Christ steps forth in 
our human story, when we 
open our hearts and minds. 
God in humanity – that is 
incarnation.

� e prison bars have been 
burst open – let us live and be 
free. Faith in 2021, faith in the 
future.

Reverend Dugald Cameron, 
Kilmore and Oban.

A nativity crib outside St 
Columba’s Cathedral in Oban 
will stay on view until this 
Sunday.

� e crib was cra� ed by Oban 
joiner John Neil McInnes and 
will now become a regular 
outdoor Christmas feature.

Parishioner Hamish Hoey 
said the crib was made espe-
cially for people who could 
not go inside the cathedral to 
celebrate Jesus’s birth this year 
because of covid restrictions.

‘We think it’s absolutely 
wonderful. 

‘It will come out every 
Christmas from now on,’ add-
ed Mr Hoey.

Under the latest toughest 
covid rules brought in this 
week, places of worship can 
only open for broadcasting 
services or conducting wed-
dings and funerals. Up to 20 
people can attend funerals and 
up to � ve guests can be present 
at weddings.

 

The nativity crib outside St Columba’s Cathedral in Oban.

Nativity crib to be regular 
Oban Christmas feature
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Season’s greetings from the
sporting community – part 2

Craignure 
Golf Club
‘It’s been a challenging year 
at Craignure Golf Club.

‘Due to the pandemic, the 
course was unfortunately 
closed throughout the � ne 
weather we had in the spring. 

‘� is also meant we were 
unable to host Mull Eagle 
Watch nor the Honesty Café 
this year, with a signi� cant 
impact on club funds.

‘However, the good news 
is that the course reopening 
brought an in� ux of new 
members eager to get outdoor 
exercise.

‘Behind the scenes, we’ve 
been busy implementing 
the new Scottish Golf Venue 
Management System and 

managing the transition to 
the World Handicap System. 

‘� ere have been some 
hiccups along the way, but we 
are now in good shape for the 
new season.

‘We have great hopes and 
plans for 2021 and look 
forward to seeing you on the 
course. 

‘We wish all members and 
visitors a prosperous New 
Year.’

Dalmally Golf Club
‘Golfers argued that during a 
period of social isolation, golf 
was one of the few sports that 
could be played safely.

‘Most golfers only meet 
their playing companions on 
the tee and the green. One 
will ‘zig’ to the green while 

the other ‘zags’. Consequently 
restrictions on golf were 
among the few to be li� ed 
early on in the lockdown that 
stopped most other sports.

‘For many at Dalmally this 
has been a godsend, with 
one of the busiest seasons for 
members and visitors in a 
long time. 

‘Everyone is being carefully 
monitored for track and trace 
and group sizes are o�  cially 
sanctioned.

‘� e summer provided 
us with some of the best 
gol� ng weather for years, 
albeit we su� ered � ooding 
in the autumn like many of 
our Strathorchy neighbours. 
As ever, the club has 
relied totally on voluntary 
e� ort especially with our 
greenkeeping and thanks to 
Jim and Alison Livingstone, 

assisted by Martin O’Kee� e. 
We carried out a few 
improvements to the club, in-
cluding the completion of the 
long-planned practise putting 
green and the building of 
an external patio which has 
been invaluable in helping to 
accommodate members and 
visitors while they remain 
socially distanced.

‘Next year we hope to 
build on this work and we 
look forward to seeing our 
many friends from other 
clubs as we plan to reinstate 
our programme of open 
competitions which we know 
so many look forward to.’

Oban Saints 
Football Club
‘Unlike many sports clubs, 
2020 was a successful year 

for Oban Saints as they had 
already gained promotion to 
the Central Scottish League 
Premier Division a� er 
winning Division 1A before 
the coronavirus pandemic 
forced the shutdown of all 
football in Scotland.

‘Oban Saints’ second team 
were lying in third place in 
the Greater Glasgow AFL 
Division three when the 
league was declared null and 
void due to the pandemic.

‘Both Saints teams were 
allowed to play ‘local’ friend-
ly matches from September 
when government restric-
tions were li� ed and football 
was allowed to be played 
in Argyll and Bute under 
the strict Scottish Football 
Association  protocols of no 
changing rooms, no showers 
and no spectators.

‘� e club hopes that with 
the Covid vaccine coming 
on stream in the new year, 
things will revert to some 

kind of normal in 2021 and 
the Central Scottish squad 
can test themselves against 
the top teams in Scottish 
amateur football. 

‘� e aim of the Greater 
Glasgow team is to gain 
promotion from division 
three.

‘Oban Saints Football Club 
wish their sponsors, support-
ers, players, committee and 
all the football fraternity a 
happy and safe New Year.’

 Let the Oban Times share 
your sporting news through-
out the year by emailing 
fscott@obantimes.co.uk or by 
phoning 07467 819373.

Craignure Golf Club captain Steven Wilson and secretary 
Barry Whenman made the most of a sunny day in October.

Golfers enjoy a cold but beautiful winter’s day on the 
Dalmally course.

Oban Saints’ Gavin Forgrieve, number 10, opens the 
scoring for Saints against Red Star in November.
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A call has been made for a re-
view of the numerous varying 
speed limits in and around 
Fort William.

MSPs Kate Forbes and 
Donald Cameron have written 
to Transport Scotland urging 
o�  cials to review the  limits 
following concerns from 
constituents.

From the Croit Anna Hotel 
beside the A82 trunk road on 
the southside of Fort William 
to the Annat Industrial Estate 
near Corpach on the A830 
trunk road, the speed limit 
changes nine times.

Ms Forbes and Mr Cameron 
want Transport Scotland to 
launch a consultation with 
the wider community and 
regular road users to see if 
a streamlined speed limit 
would be more bene� cial. Mr 

Moidart’s legendary ‘Ceilidh King’ Fergie MacDonald 
says he has been overwhelmed by the � ood of goodwill 
messages and congratulations following news of his 
award of an MBE in the New Year’s Honours’ List. Mr 
MacDonald, 83, photographed in the blackhouse beside 
his home at Mingarry, near Acharacle, received the 
honour for services to Scottish traditional music. In a 
career spanning nearly seven decades, Mr MacDonald 
has inspired countless numbers of traditional musicians. 
Full story on page three. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

‘Ceilidh King’ Fergie an MBE

Call to review 
myriad of 
speed limits

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Cameron said: ‘� ere appears 
to be a case for simplifying the 
speed limits for this stretch of 
the road and I know Kilmallie 
Community Council has been 
raising this issue for some 
time.

‘Clarity is essential when it 
comes to road safety and I hope 

be taken into account. I am 
always happy to work along-
side my fellow Highland MSP 
Donald Cameron, even though 
he represents a di� erent party. 

‘In these times, it is impor-
tant we are all pulling together 
to serve the people of the 
Highlands.’

Acting chairman of Kilmallie 
Community Council and 
one-time divisional roads en-
gineer with Highland Regional 
Council John Hutchison told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘You 
certainly expect speed limits 
to vary over a seven-mile 
length of trunk road that 
passes through some built 
up areas, but the variations 
in recent years have been in 
response to speci� c changes, 
such as the new roundabouts at 
Lochybridge and Blàr Mòr, so a 
whole-length review would be 
sensible.

Transport Scotland will bear 
that in mind when reviewing 
the current arrangements.’

Ms Forbes added: ‘I recog-
nise this is a di�  cult issue and 
I would support a review of 
the speed limit. A consultation 
would allow people to express 
their views and for data to 

‘There appears to be 
a case for simplifying 
the speed limits for 
this stretch of road.’

Continued on page two.

NHS Highland says it is 
changing the dosing sched-
ule of Covid-19 vaccinations 
in the region to get a greater 
number of people protected 
from the virus.

This followed the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination 
Immunisation and the chief 
medical o�  cers of the four 
UK nations recommending 
the second dose of Covid-19 
vaccinations now take place 
in the 12th week after the � rst 
dose.

NHS Highland said the � rst 
dose gives a very high level 
of protection and the second 
dose at 12 weeks will prolong 
that protection.

‘This amendment to the 
dosing schedule will also 
mean we are able to protect 
a greater number of people 
more quickly than would 
otherwise be the case,’ said 
NHS Highland this week.

‘We are rescheduling clinics 
to reach as many people 
as possible with the � rst 
dose, prioritising health 
and care workers working 
with Covid-positive patients 
and people aged over 80. 
Please do not call your GP or 
NHS Highland. You will be 
contacted directly when you 
are due to be vaccinated.’

NHS Highland 
changes Covid 
vaccine dosing 
schedule

NEW YEAR NEW YOU

FEATURE 
INSIDE

Glencoe 
climbers � ned 
after Covid 
travel breach
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Lochailort couple battle the 
odds to deliver Christmas
Covid has this year brought 
about a huge change to every-
one’s lives, some more than 
others.

However, for founders of the 
Kirsty’s Kids Charity Jan and 
John Bryden, 2020 brought 
even more devastation when 
their Lochailort home and 
base, which provides respite 
care for families in desperate 
need, was all but washed away 
in a � ash � ood just before the 
pandemic hit.

With the help of volunteers 
from across the country and 
superhuman e� ort by Jan 
and John, work to restore the 
property started immediately 
and is still ongoing as they 
try to accommodate as many 
families in need as they can.

Despite this added work, the 
couple decided to bring some 

Christmas cheer to families 
in heartbreaking situations 
caused by ill health. Enlisting 
the help of Santa and an elf, 
Jan and John travelled far 
and wide making Christmas 

visits and delivering parcels 
to more than 150 children and 
their families who were facing 
not only serious medical 
conditions but also great � -
nancial hardship, highlighted 

even more during the festive 
season.

John said: ‘Working within 
Covid restrictions, we loaded 
up the Kirsty’s Kids van and 
trailer and set o�  to visit those 

in desperate situations. � is 
has been a terrible year of 
hardship, even worse for many 
who are not only coping with 
serious, o� en terminal, illness 
but being le�  in a hopeless 
situation by lack of money.

‘Despite all of the work go-
ing on to restore our facilities 
for respite care, we just could 
not ignore their plight and 
had to do something to help 
in whatever way we could.’

Starting on December 19, 
Jan and John travelled as 
far as the north of England, 
then to Inverness, across 
Lochaber, down to the islands 
and remote Argyll and Bute, 
� nishing on Christmas Eve in 
Fort William, visiting families 
in dire need, yet still bravely 
doing their best to cope in 
awful circumstances. All 
were delighted not only with 
the gi� s from Santa, which 
for many would be their only 

Christmas fare, but also that 
they had not been forgotten 
and that someone did care 
about them.

� e Kirsty Bryden Memorial 
Trust (registered charity 
number SCO42871) is a 
no-overheads charity helping 
to improve the lives of all 
children, including those who 
are su� ering from serious life 
limiting illnesses, children 
with special needs and their 
siblings.

As a no-overheads charity, 
every penny goes to the 
children it helps. Operating 
on good will and sponsorship, 
all volunteers are unpaid and 
use their own private cars and 
vehicles and pay for their own 
fuel to attend events.

To donate to the charity via 
Virgin Money Giving, go to 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
donation-web/charity?charit-
yId=1006528&stop_mobi=yes

Santa and an 
Elf helped 
John and Jan 
Bryden deliver 
presents to 
150 familes 
not only in 
Lochaber, but 
across two 
countries. 
Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, alba,photos.

by Iain Ferguson
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Continued from page one.
‘Tra�  c speeds are a regular 

concern for community coun-
cils. A factor in� uencing the 
review must be the planned 
speed limit reductions from 
30mph to 20mph that the 
Highland Council will shortly 
be implementing on council 
roads.

‘In some locations a step-
down from 40mph to 20mph 
on the side road would seem 
odd and therefore less likely to 
be respected.’

� e joint action by Ms 
Forbes, SNP constituency 
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch, and Mr Cameron,  
Conservative Highlands and 
Islands MSP, comes as recently 
published � gures from the 
Scottish Government show 
fatalities have increased on the 
A82, which runs from Glasgow 
to Inverness, via Fort William, 
over the past � ve years.

From 2015-19, 27 people lost 
their lives on the A82 – an in-
crease of four over the previous 
� ve years (2010-14), with last 
year (2019) alone witnessing 
seven deaths. Over the last 
decade, 50 people have died 
as a result of accidents on the 
A82.

� e A830 running from Fort 
William to Mallaig witnessed 
three deaths in the last � ve 
years, with a total of six over 
the last decade, with two of 
those fatalities occurring last 
year (2019).

Over the past decade the 
A9 was Scotland’s deadliest 
trunk road with 74 fatalities – 
although there has been a drop 
in the numbers – but the A82 is 
now not far behind.

Ms Forbes, who recently 
published a consultation seek-
ing targeted improvements 
to the A82, said: ‘Every death 

is a tragedy and these � gures 
remind us that Highland roads 
continue to claim so many 
lives.

‘� e A9 continues to be the 
deadliest road, but the fall in 
the numbers is something that 
should be carefully studied to 
learn how we can make it even 
safer. Both the average speed 
cameras and the dualling will 
make a big di� erence.

‘� e A82 is not far behind. 
Every accident and fatality 
is a cause for grief. I am de-
termined to do all we can to 
improve safety on the A82.’

MSP Kate Forbes, who has linked up with fellow MSP Donald 
Cameron to request a review of the di� erent speed limits in 
and around Fort William. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Call to review myriad of speed limits

HAVEYOURSAY
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
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Two men who breached 
Covid restrictions to 
travel from Oban to climb 
a munro in Glencoe last 
week, before having to be 
rescued, were issued with 
� xed penalty notices by 
police.

The duo, aged 21 and 
27, got into di�  culty on 
Hogmanay when they were 
descending Buachaille 
Etive Mòr in fading light.

One of the men injured 
his leg which resulted in 
25 members of Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue Team 
(MRT) attending on foot 
to locate the men and 
safely help them o�  the hill, 
assisted by police.

The injured man was 
taken by ambulance to 
hospital for assessment. 
During the rescue, a 
member of Glencoe 
MRT su� ered an injury 
which required medical 
assessment.

Inspector Kevin Macleod 
from Highlands and Islands 
Police Division said: ‘The 
men had travelled from 
Oban to hike this route 
and found themselves in 

di�  culty as the light was 
fading at 3.25pm when 
police and MRT were 
called.

‘The rescue took a 
total of 108 man hours 
and the team stood down 
at 7.30pm. Both men, 
aged 21 and 27, were 
issued with � xed penalty 
notices for breaching travel 
regulations. We continue 
to ask people to take 
personal responsibility 
to do the right thing and 
remember the purpose of 
these measures is to aid the 
collective e� ort to protect 
the NHS and save lives by 
preventing the Covid-19 
virus from spreading.’

Andy Neilson, Glencoe 
MRT team leader, said: 
‘We will always continue 
to provide the vital 
MRT service that we are 
committed to, however, 
the volunteers assisting the 
men did feel vulnerable 
due to the inevitable close 
contact required and we 
have to prioritise the health 
of our members in order 
to continue to provide this 
vital service.’

Glencoe climbers � ned after 
Covid travel breach

Well-known � gures from 
Scotland’s traditional music 
scene have been queuing up 
to pay tribute to Moidart’s 
‘Ceilidh King’, Fergie 
MacDonald, a� er the legend-
ary accordionist was awarded 
an MBE in the New Year’s 
Honours’ List.

Fort William’s Gary Innes, a 
member of group Manran and 
host of BBC Radio Scotland’s 
Take the Floor programme, 
was joined by Glen� nnan 
Ceilidh Band member and 
sought-a� er � ddler Iain 
MacFarlane, in sending their 
congratulations alongside 
others.

Fellow accordionist Phil 
Cunningham, who has 
achieved worldwide fame as 
part of his duo with Shetland 
� ddle legend Aly Bain, was 
among the � rst to o� er his 
congratulations when news 
broken early on � ursday 
morning that Fergie was in-
cluded in this year’s recipents.

Fergie, 83, who lives at 
Mingarry near Acharacle, said 
he was ‘humbled’ by the award 

which is in recognition of his 
services to Scottish traditional 
music in a career spanning 
almost 70 years.

He told the Lochaber Times 
this week: ‘I got the letter 
quite a while ago, but you’re 
basically sworn to secrecy not 
to say anything. As soon as 
the news went public early on 
� ursday, the phone calls and 
messages started arriving. Phil 
Cunningham, who’s a good 
friend, was among the � rst to 
send his congratulations. He’s 
been doing an impression of 
‘Fergie’ at his shows for about 
25 years and told me he’s now 
having to amend it to include 

the MBE!’ Mr Innes told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘Fergie is a 
character and musician like no 
other and over his lifetime his 
dedication to traditional music 
has been immense so it’s only 
proper it has been recognised 
in this way.’

And Mr MacFarlane added: 
‘Fergie has an amazing ability 
to adapt and reinvent his mu-
sic, hence his longevity and 
success in the industry.’

Fergie went on to pay tribute 
to all the outstanding musi-
cians who have featured in 
his band over the decades, as 
well as thanking his legion of 
fans and his family for their 
enduring support.

More than 50 albums  later, 
Fergie says he intends to keep 
going for as long as possible, 
even releasing his 51st album 
during lockdown, which 
featured other well-known 
musicians and his grand-

daughter Ciara MacDonald. 
However, it was not musicians 
who were Fergie’s immediate 
thought a� er news of his MBE 
went public, but rather his late 
father, John Ton MacDonald.

In his book, � e Moidart 
Sniper, Fergie told the story 
of his father who served 
during the First World War 
with the famous Lovat Scouts 
Sharpshooters. ‘� e MBE is 
an amazing honour. But the 
� rst thing I thought of was 
my father and people like him 
who knew death could be just 
around the corner every single 
day for four years,’ said Fergie.

‘It’s men like these who 
should get honours. But my 
father and I were very close 
and I think he would have 
been extremely happy and very 
proud to have seen his son get 
this award.’

Other recipients from the 
Lochaber Times’ circulation 
area to receive honours – both 
also MBEs –  are Kenneth 
MacKay for services to the 
community in Rhenigidale, 
on Harris, and Kenneth Neil 
MacDonald, from Lewis, for 
voluntary service to dentistry 
and dental training abroad.

‘My � rst thought was 
my dad and how 
proud he’d be of his 
son getting an MBE’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Congratulations Fergie MBE

Fergie MacDonald MBE.
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Mallaig � lmmaker Heather 
Manson has been making 
great strides in her career by 
achieving � nalist status in 
� e Pitch Film Fund.

Applying to the fund for the 
� rst time, Heather pitched 
her comedy story idea, 
Esther, and made it through 
several rounds of voting, 
elevating her to within the 
top 10 � lmmakers this year 
with the hope of gaining � e 
Production Award worth 
£35,000, when she pitches 
her story idea at the National 
Film and Television School in 
January.

Having attended Mallaig 
Primary and Mallaig High 
School, Heather then set o�  

to Aberystwyth university to 
study � lm and TV.

She said: ‘I developed an 
interest in � lm at school and 
had some great teachers who 
let me wander around with 
a video camera in order to 
make a short � lm and shoot 
stills in black and white. � e 

school had its own dark room 
to develop � lm as one of the 
teachers was an enthusiast.’

Known locally as ‘Raymond 
Manson’s daughter’, Heather 
also did extracurricular dra-

ma along with her peers and 
was able to take a play to the 
Edinburgh fringe one year.
Now 38, Heather has spent 
15 years of her career on the 
other side of the camera as a 
freelance hair and makeup 
artist in the � lm industry; she 
has made a few short � lms 
but feels that now is the time 
to start pushing � lmmaking 
further.

� e attraction of � e Pitch 
for Heather was the top prize 
of production support to 
produce her own short � lm 
idea.   Not one who enjoys 
producing herself, the idea 
of gaining that support was 
very appealing to her as one 
day she would like to move 
over to directing full time. 
Winning this award could 
just give her the platform 

Mallaig’s Heather closes in 
on top fi lm funding award

Heather goes forward to the � nals, which will be held on January 16 and 17.

she needs. Esther is a com-
edy drama based on the 
biblical character, Queen 
Esther.  Heather was keen to 
demonstrate that the Bible 
contains humour and strong 
female characters, and she 
felt Esther � tted the bill 
beautifully.

Describing the story, 
Heather said: ‘Esther is a 
good, self-contained story.
It is a human story and very 
relatable.   A strong female, 
Esther is about the journey of 
a woman who has been given 
the responsibility of power.  I 
also wanted to include come-
dy and show that it is good to 
laugh when things get tough.’

Director of � e Pitch, 
Luke Walton, explained why 
Heather’s entry caught the 
eye of the judges: ‘Heather 
Manson, the � lmmaker 
behind Esther, clearly 
understood the motivations 
and con� icts present in 
the original story of Queen 
Esther, which made her 

modern interpretation feel 
timeless and timely,’ he said. 
‘A razor-sharp pitch, which 
weaved wit and cutting social 
commentary, was clearly 
a product of a strong idea 
backed up with de� ness of 
touch.’

� e winning � lmmaker will 
receive a unique opportunity 
to have their � lm made with 
� e Production Fund cash 
budget of £35,000-worth 
of production support and 
a career development trip 
tailored to their needs.

Established in 2009, � e 
Pitch � lm fund focuses on 
nurturing and developing 
emerging talent. 

� e Pitch invites � lmmak-
ers to submit a two-minute 
video online, pitching their 
idea for a short � lm drawing 
on the Bible for inspiration.  

� is can be in any genre 
and emerge from any 
perspective but must demon-
strate skills in adaption as it 
draws on any story, passage, 

character, or theme in the 
Bible. Further awards are 
available for runners up. 
� e Pitch Support Award of 
£2,000 production budget 
to develop their � lm idea is 
available to the two runners 
up and � e Lucy Scher 
Award will be presented to 
the most outstanding female 
� nalist.

� e judging panel for 
2020/21 includes Col 
Needham, (founder and cre-
ator of IMDb movie database 
website), Destiny Ekaragha, 
Jasmin Morrison, Justine 
Hart and Dr Jon Wardle 
(director of National Film 
and Television School).

� e � nals will be held at � e 
National Film and Television 
School on January 16 and 17.

‘A razor-sharp pitch, 
which weaved wit 
and cutting social 
commentary...’

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003
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Cracking good tale of happy 
Harry, the Christmas duck

Harry the Indian Runner 
duck got into the Christmas 
spirit.

New head teacher for Spean 
Bridge and Invergarry cluster
Highland Council has an-
nounced the appointment of 
the new cluster head teacher at 
Invergarry and Spean Bridge 
Primary Schools, writes Fiona 
Scott.

Current acting head Emily 
Brown will take up the posi-
tion when schools eventually 
return this year.

Emily was awarded a Post 
Graduate Diploma in Primary 
Education from the University 
of Glasgow and a Bachelor of 
Arts from Paci� c University 
in Oregon, USA. She was sec-
onded to the role of primary 
science development o�  cer 
for the RAiSE programme in 

� e Highland Council and 
previously worked in the 
cluster as the principal teacher 
(curriculum) for Spean Bridge 
Primary.

Chairman of the Education 
Committee Councillor John 
Finlayson said: ‘I would like 
to welcome and congratulate 
Emily on her new role.

‘She will bring a wealth of 
experience to their school 
communities and I look for-
ward to working with her in 
the new year.’

A Fort William woman’s 
desire to follow in her family’s 
webbed footsteps resulted in 
an extra special Christmas 
quacker in her household 
during the festive period.

During lockdown Emma 
Lauder came across a memory 
of an uncle raising ducks by 
putting their eggs in with his 
hens, who then hatched them.

Not having any hens herself, 
the 27-year-old contacted a 
friend who did and they decid-
ed to get cracking.

A� er much research into 
various suppliers of fertile 
duck eggs, Emma chose a farm 
which she felt was of a high 
standard and really cared for 
their birds and chose some 
Indian Runner Duck eggs.

Unlike the ducks most peo-
ple are used to seeing around 
ponds and waterways, this 
duck walks upright, rather 
like a penguin, and doesn’t 
waddle. � ey are quite tall and 
are either grey or blue grey in 
colour.

A dozen eggs were ordered 
and arrived but, due to 
further restrictions, Emma 
also bought an incubator 
rather than having the hens 
do the brooding. She watched 
the eggs carefully every day, 
keeping the temperature and 
conditions just right, but of the 
12 only one actually hatched.

Emma said: ‘It was really 
interesting caring for the eggs, 

keeping them at the right 
temperature and watching for 
any sign of hatching. I was very 
excited when I heard the � rst 
taps from inside, when Harry 
started to hatch.

‘I had to go in and out to 
work, but kept checking on his 
progress as he gradually broke 
through the shell. Altogether it 
took 24 hours and I was wor-
ried that he might not make it 
but resisted the temptation to 
help as that wouldn’t be the 

right think to do.’ When Harry 
emerged he was unable to walk 
and Emma carefully put him 
in a so� , cosy blanket before 
heading out to work, fully 
expecting to return to a lifeless 
body. Instead she was greeted 
by an active and bouncy little 
ball of � u�  heading straight 
for her. Harry was so small 
that he could swim in his bowl 
of drinking water.

As his strength grew, he 
would run up her arm and 

Emily Brown takes over 
when the schools return.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

snuggle into her neck, taking 
comfort from being surround-
ed by Emma’s long hair.

Four weeks on, Harry the 
duck is quite an established 
and amusing member of the 
household alongside dog Al� e, 
who is welcoming of his feath-
ery friend.

Harry enjoyed Christmas at 
home, but this month is head-
ing o�  to a new home where he 
can join in with other feath-
ered activities, while Emma is 
planning to get a new batch of 
eggs to hatch.

Milestone for Linda 
Norgrove Foundation
� e parents of Lewis aid 
worker Linda Norgrove, who 
died in a failed rescue attempt 
following her kidnapping 
in Afghanistan in 2010, are 
heartened by the continued 
support of the foundation 
they set up in their daughter’s 
name.

� e Linda Norgrove 
Foundation hit a major 
milestone during its 10th 
anniversary year, raising more 
than £2m to help women and 
children in Afghanistan.

Despite concerns the charity 
might struggle during the 
Covid pandemic, income was 
boosted by one-o�  donations 
from a number of sources, 
as well as some innovative 
fundraising ideas to cope with 
the current situation.

Linda’s parents, John and 
Lorna Norgrove, said: ‘� is 
has been a di�  cult year for us 
all, and many charities have 
found it challenging so we 
have been really heartened 
by the response of many 
loyal supporters who found 
incredibly creative ways to 
raise funds.’

� e annual Uig 10k 
run was replaced with a 
socially distanced variation 
which has already raised 
more than £14,000, with 
contributions still coming 
in. And one of John and 
Lorna’s friends organised an 
open water swim challenge 
which attracted 83 entrants 
from across the world. US 
charity Development Aid 
International raised more 
than £5k from virtual events 
to mark the 10th anniversary 
of the death of their colleague.

Income so far for 2020 is 
more than £200,000, the 
highest annual sum raised 
since the year immediately 
following Linda’s death.

� e foundation now 
supports 63 medical students, 
a � gure which will increase 
to 85 by the spring. � ey also 
support 27 midwives, 10 nurs-
es and 52 women studying 
for other degrees including 
law and computer science. 
John and Lorna added: ‘� ese 
trained professionals will in 
turn act as role models for 
other young women.’
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Happy New Year! January is 
always a time for re�ection 
and resolutions – as we 
continue to adapt to change, 
this year also brings us more 
opportunities to upskill, 
retrain and develop your 
career.

�e move to an increasingly 
online working world has 
opened up many new �exible 
learning opportunities. With 
more funding available, and 
with so much change in the 
air, it is a really good time to 
add to your work skills.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce’s specially 
designed ‘One Lochaber 
leadership course’ will once 
again give new or existing 
managers the chance to 
work towards a Chartered 
Management Institute qual-
i�cation in leadership skills, 
working online together with 
others from local businesses. 
It is a great chance to develop 
your leadership and gain 
CMI accreditation for your 

VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

management skills while 
working in a supportive online 
community of other students 
who are studying part-time 
through their work.

�ere’s also many short 
courses, webinars, and 
training events available 
through agencies like 
Business Gateway, Scottish 
Enterprise, and the University 
of Highlands and Islands 
that o�er insights, practical 
training, and inspiration for 
your working life.

If you are not sure of your 
direction or need some help 
with motivation, life and 
work, coaching can o�er a 
personalised approach to help 
you (re)discover your purpose 
and create a work life that you 
love. 

One of our newest chamber 

members, ‘Change Your 
World Events’, is o�ering 
online daily coaching to help 
you take action to transform 
your life. Change Your World 
is o�ering a free 30-day trail 
throughout January so now 
is a good time to take the 
plunge!

Retrain
If you would like to �nd 

out if there is help available 
for you to retrain, or if you 
are an employer who would 
like to o�er skills training 
to your team, the Scottish 
Government’s Flexible 
Workforce Development 
Fund could o�er just the 
help you need. �e Scottish 
Government has doubled the 
budget available in this fund 
to help businesses develop 
their workforce for 2020/2021.

New Year…
new skills

�e fund is �exible and 
gives employers the �exibility 
to choose the training they 
need. Employers can use the 
fund to address priority skills 
gaps and access training in 
high-quality learning environ-
ments available in Scotland’s 
colleges. 

�e fund o�ers the chance 
for employers to engage and 
motivate existing employees 
by o�ering high quality 
training to bring the greatest 
bene�ts to your organisation. 

Contact West Highland 
College UHI to discuss how 
they can help to meet your 
training needs.

Whether you are looking 
for in-depth leadership skills, 
technical training to �ll a 
skills gap, or to discover some-
thing completely di�erent, 
now is a great time to explore 
the range of online learning 
opportunities available to help 
you and your business.

For more training opportu-
nities and to chat to someone 
about the One Lochaber 
Leadership Programme, 
visit www.lochaberchamber.
co.uk or email membership@
lochaberchamber.co.uk

SUBS CRIBE
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Comhairle pays tribute to 
Iolaire men 102 years on

Councillor Norman A Macdonald, second from right, laid 
a wreath on behalf of the comhairle and the community 
while a representative of the Royal British Legion also laid a 
wreath.

A short service was held at the 
Iolaire memorial in Holm on 
New Year’s Day to commemo-
rate 102 years since the loss of 
HMY Iolaire on January 1 1919.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
Convener Councillor Norman 
A Macdonald laid a wreath on 
behalf of the comhairle and 
the community, while a repre-
sentative of the Royal British 
Legion also laid a wreath.

HMY Iolaire was carrying 
hundreds of Royal Naval 
Reserve members, who had 
been granted leave to visit 
their loved ones on Lewis, 
Harris and Berneray at the end 
of WWI. �e vessel foundered 
on rocks close to Stornoway 
harbour during the early hours 
of January 1, 1919, resulting in 
the deaths of 201 of the 280 
men on board.



Lochaber Times
Thursday 7 January 2021 NEWS  7

LT

� e festive period is a well-
known tough time for people’s 
mental wellbeing with the 
combination of intense family 
get togethers, the pressures 
of Christmas and � nancial 
worries around the extra 
spending all contributing to 
stresses, along with the short, 
dark days of mid winter.

Mental health support 
services all report a rise in 
demand at this time of year, 
with many o� ering extended 
opening times for their help-
lines and other services.

� is year, with the addition-
al shadow of Covid hanging 
over plans and celebrations, 
many people have scaled back 
their plans or moved celebra-
tions and gatherings online.

In the days between 
Christmas and New Year the 
inevitable barrage of New 
Year’s resolutions begins 
and this year has been no 
di� erent. Social media is 
� lled with people signing up 
to run increasing distances 
every day in January, to stop 
drinking, to start learning a 

new language, to go vegan, to 
lose weight…

Studies show that less than 
10 per cent of people actually 
keep their New Year’s reso-
lutions and, while striving 
for self-improvement or a 

healthier life is never a bad 
idea, setting unachievable 
goals to measure yourself 
by during the most di�  cult 
months of the year can be 
harmful for your sense of 
mental wellbeing.

While the end of one year 
and the beginning of the next 
is a great time to do a self-au-
dit and have a think about 
where you are versus where 
you would like to be, January 
1 is just another day on the 

calendar and every single day 
a� er it will also be a brand 
new start if you want one. 

Huge changes are over-
whelming but even the 
greatest journey starts with 
a single step, so maybe think 
small rather than big, aim for 
changes that grow over time. 
If you feel you would bene� t 
from some company in your 
challenges or life changes, 
� nd others doing the same 
but make sure they are 
supportive on the bad days 
as well as celebratory on the 
good ones. Ensure you do the 
same for them.

Mental health and wellbeing 
are well worth considering 
in that self-audit too. Maybe 
2021 will be the year you seek 
some support if you decide 
you need it. Whether that is 
a chat with your GP, a coun-
sellor or a helpline service, for 
a one-o�  reset or for ongoing 
support.

Maybe you would bene� t 
from regularly building 
in some time for self-care 
whether that is reconnecting 

with nature in some way 
– wild swimming, forest 
bathing, learning more about 
local wildlife or gardening, or 
taking up a new cra�  or hob-
by. Or maybe this is the year 
that you become a volunteer 
and � nd a way of using your 
skills and o� ering your time 
to help others.

If you have looked at your 
life and decided 2021 is the 
year for changes, whether to 
do with your wealth, health 
or happiness then follow the 
golden rules of life changes 
– start small, keep it achiev-
able, don’t let being knocked 
back stop you from carrying 
on, ask for support when 
you need it and remember 
tomorrow is always a brand 
new day.

Good luck – and happy new 
year!

Maybe you would bene� t from regularly building in some time for self-care, which could 
be reconnecting with nature in some way, such as learning more about local wildlife.

Mental Health Matters
NIC GODDARD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Kilmelford is a desireable and quiet location that is just south of Oban
on the A816. Opportunities for 3 & 4 bedroom family homes.

Glassary wood is an eco-hamlet that stands in an attractive woodland
area of Mid Argyll. Opportunities for 4 bedroom eco-friendly family
homes.

KILMELFORD | GLASSARY WOOD

Sales@mkmacleod.co.uk
01546 602989
macleodconstruction.co.uk
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Reviewyearof theyear
Part two: July to December

JULY: Sta�  at Inverlochy Primary School arranged a special drive-by to wish their pupils a 
happy summer holiday and bid a fond farewell to primary seven leavers. Families, holding 
banners and signs, lined the streets as the cavalcade wound its way around the parks and 
along Claggan and Camanachd Crescent for the pre-summer wave. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.

photos

July also saw Lord of the 
Isles, a historic steam 
locomotive ‘coming home’ 
to haul the Jacobite Express 
train from Fort William 
to Mallaig following the 
easing of Covid-19 lockdown 
restrictions. But stringent 
on-board social distancing 
and other safety measures 
meant only around a third of 
the usual 700 daily passen-
gers were carried. By August, the warm summer weather combined with more 

people being on holiday, saw many of Lochaber’s roads and 
tourist hot-spots clogged with cars, campervans and tents, 
including Glen Nevis, seen here. Photograph; Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

With glorious summer sunshine, Glen� nnan in August would have been the perfect setting for the staging of the 75th anniversary Glen� nnan Gathering 
and Highland Games. Traditionally, the annual gathering takes place on the Saturday closest to the anniversary of Bonnie Prince Charlie’s raising of the 
standard in 1745 that signalled the start of the Jacobite rising. Sadly the event had to be postponed until 2021. However, local residents held a socially-dis-
tanced low-key event on the games � eld for a small ceremony to mark what would have been games day, as well as the special 275th anniversary of the start 
of the ‘45, and look forward to next year. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

SEPTEMBER: Mark Gibbings, from Fort William Community Fire Station, 
paid tribute to colleagues who gave their lives at 9/11 while raising 
much-needed cash for The Fire Fighters Charity by climbing the equivalent 
height of Ben Nevis wearing full turnout gear using the StairMaster 
machine at Wolfhouse Gym on September 11.  Photograph, Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

SEPTEMBER: Management and sta�  � nally celebrated the opening 
of Highland Cinema on Friday September 18. ‘Two years of graft, the 
bureaucratic nightmare of a large building project, two months of never 
ending rain last winter, then the devastation caused by Covid, everything 
has been thrown at us...but we are here for the long term,’ said founder/
chairman Angus MacDonald. Photograph, Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

OCTOBER: Fort William 
Football Club rang 
the changes as the 
Highland League was 
put on hold due to 
coronavirus restrictions. 
Chairman Peter Murphy 
and caretaker manager 
Calum Maclean stepped 
down from their posts, 
making room for a new 
management team con-
sisting of Ashley Hollyer, 
manager, Paul Coutts, 
assistant manager, and 
Scott Gardiner, coach, 
right. Photograph: Iain Ferguson.
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OCTOBER: Ninety-year-old Annie Henderson was literally dancing in the street to celebrate 
her birthday as her family and friends organised a socially-distanced outdoors party to mark 
her special day on October 14. Photograph, Iain Ferguson The Write Image.

SEPTEMBER: Mark Gibbings, from Fort William Community Fire Station, 
paid tribute to colleagues who gave their lives at 9/11 while raising 
much-needed cash for The Fire Fighters Charity by climbing the equivalent 
height of Ben Nevis wearing full turnout gear using the StairMaster 
machine at Wolfhouse Gym on September 11.  Photograph, Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

SEPTEMBER: Management and sta�  � nally celebrated the opening 
of Highland Cinema on Friday September 18. ‘Two years of graft, the 
bureaucratic nightmare of a large building project, two months of never 
ending rain last winter, then the devastation caused by Covid, everything 
has been thrown at us...but we are here for the long term,’ said founder/
chairman Angus MacDonald. Photograph, Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

NOVEMBER: Glencoe Mountain Rescue Team led tributes to 
mountaineering legend and inventor Dr Hamish MacInnes, 
who died at the age of 90. During his lifetime, Dr MacInnes 
climbed the world’s highest mountain regions; made a 
remarkable contribution to mountain rescue and equipment 
design; and was responsible for saving hundreds, if not 
thousands, of lives.

NOVEMBER: With coronavirus restrictions forcing the cancel-
lation of large-scale services for Remembrance Sunday and 
Armistice Day this year, war memorials across Lochaber 
still witnessed wreaths laid on behalf of local communities 
and organisations, and individual personal acts of homage. 
Photograph Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Fire� ghters from Fort William were joined by colleagues from Kinlochleven and Oban in 
the early hours of Monday December 7 after a blaze broke out in a historic building in Fort 
William’s West End, destroying the Pier Head chip shop and takeaway, as well as John Wilson 
Barbershop and a beauty salon. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

DECEMBER: Right – A 
mammoth fundraising 
e� ort saw more than 60 
special Christmas boxes 
made up for children and 
young people supported 
by organisations in 
Lochaber. 
Sarah Cairns and four 
friends, all from Fort 
William, got together to 
raise £600 to make up the 
special presents. As well 
as a Just Giving page, they 
accepted donations from 
businesses and people 
within the community.
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Earlier this year, the University 
of the Highlands and Islands 
published its long-awaited 
report on Gaelic: �e Gaelic 
Crisis in the Vernacular 
Community.

Its �ndings are sobering. 
�ey show the language is fac-
ing a crisis and that the social 
use and transmission of Gaelic 
is at the point of collapse in 
Gaelic’s traditional heartlands. 

�ere are only 11,000 habitu-
al speakers of Gaelic le�.

Even more chilling than this 
statistic is the �nding that 
there is ‘general indi�erence 
among the young regarding 
the place of Gaelic in their 
lives’.

�ere is a fear we may be 
reaching a point of no return 
when it comes to the survival 
of Gaelic as a living, breathing, 
community language.

All this was foretold. 
In the introduction to An 

Tuil, the magisterial collec-
tion of 20th century Gaelic 
poetry,   editor Ronald Black 
wrote: ‘For Gaelic in general, 
the �nal quarter of the 20th 
century was one of revival, 
but that revival took place in 
education, the mass media  
and various forms of prose – 
not in its use as a community 
language...’

An Tuil was published 
in 1999, the same year the 
Scottish Parliament was 
re-established and, no doubt, 
hopes were high that under 
devolution the revival of the 
language as a living, spoken 
language would gather pace.

But, regrettably, that has not 
taken place in the Gaelic heart-
lands and is not su�ciently 
rooted among our young 
people.

So the challenge remains and 
it is even more daunting than it 
was 20 years ago.

At this point, let’s recognise 

Future of Gaelic language must 
be secured - Donald Cameron

In a special article for the Lochaber Times, 
Highlands and Islands MSP Donald 
Cameron, heir to the chieftainship of Clan 
Cameron at Achnacarry, writes about the 
crisis facing the Gaelic language.

Donald Cameron with a copy of the University of the Highlands and Islands’ long-awaited 
report on Gaelic: The Gaelic Crisis in the Vernacular Community.

‘For me, the 
fundamental problem 
concerns population 
trends, given worrying 
forecasts for the Gaelic 
heartlands.’

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

there is general agreement 
across civic Scotland that 
we must secure the future of  
Gaelic.

Many public sector organisa-
tions have implemented Gaelic 
language plans and Gaelic 
has a visible presence across 
the country from police cars 
and ambulances carrying the 
word ‘poileas’ and ‘ambaile-
ans’ respectively. Bilingual 
road-signs are ubiquitous, and 
rightly so.

And politically, there has 
always been widespread, con-
sensual support, which con-
tinues to this day, a rarity in 
the polarised world of current 
Scottish political debate. 

Kate Forbes and I may cross 
swords regularly on all manner 
of issues but we are united 
when it comes to �ghting for 

the survival of Gaelic.
In principle, funding and 

support for Gaelic is a given. 
Also, let’s not forget, there have 
been some notable successes at 
a local level. 

�e Gaelic-medium primary 
school in Caol, which opened 
in 2015, is an example of an 
initiative that is making a 
di�erence.

Just last year, the school 
won a top prize at the Scottish 
Education Awards in Glasgow, 
a prize which recognises 
schools that have developed a 
vibrant and progressive culture 
in relation to Gaelic medium 
and learner education.

And that school is not an 
exception. 

�ere are other education-
al initiatives to be found 
across Lochaber, the wider 
Gàidhealtachd and beyond it, 
led by people with a passion for 
the language.

So I don’t believe the lan-

guage is necessarily at risk 
through a lack of educational 
opportunities, although we 
could certainly do with more 
teachers who are �uent in the 
language.

For me, the fundamental 
problem concerns population 
trends given worrying fore-
casts for the Gaelic heartlands 
with, for instance, projections 
of signi�cant falls in the popu-
lation of the Western Isles and 
Argyll.

Depopulation is, of course, 
driven by lots of factors, no-
tably lack of housing, but also 
lack of economic regeneration 
and job opportunities. 

�ese are all conditions 
which any community needs 
to prosper.

Gaelic survival goes hand in 
hand with everyday survival. 

�at’s why we need a fresh 
drive at putting in place the 
necessary infrastructure, 
whether superfast broadband, 
transport links, mentoring 
young people, a�ordable 
housing or adequate business 
support.

We have to persuade more 
people to live, work and com-
mit to the  Gàidhealtachd  and 
raise their families here if we 
are to permanently reinvigor-
ate the language.

If there aren’t better oppor-
tunities and a serious attempt 
to address the population 
imbalance, the future of our 
Gaelic-speaking communities 
will remain imperilled.

�e other issue which the 
UHI report identi�es is to in-
crease the use of the language 
amongst those who already 
speak it. 

Many are �uent and capable 
of speaking Gaelic, but a 
smaller proportion of those 
end up using it day to day.  �at 
has to change.

�ere are many challenges 
here which need to be tackled 
head on and if we don’t, then 
we may well end up presiding 
over the further decline and 
eventual extinction of one of 
our most precious inheritanc-
es. �ere is not much time le�.

Donald Cameron MSP.
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Wild Words
KIRSTEEN BELL
fort@obantimes.co.uk

It would be easy to miss the 
winter solstice, living as we 
do in a world of arti� cial 
light.

Walking at night across the 
� eld by our house, the eye is 
drawn away from the black 
hill, towards the warm lights 
of home.  Light spills out of 
our north-facing windows, 
falling onto the oak tree like 
snow. 

I can go inside, close the 
curtains and pay no heed to 
the rising and setting of the 
sun.

On December 21, the 
northern half of planet Earth 
was on a tilt away from our 
central star. 

While the Southern hemi-
sphere was enjoying its long-
est day, we were as far from 
the sun as we would get in the 
course of the year, pointing 
out into cold space. 

But how we must twinkle in 
that darkness.

When I was wee, we would 
look out for the Christmas 
trees as they popped up one 
by one, fairy lights bright-

Scottish Land and Estates, the 
rural business organisation 
representing farmers and land 
managers, has issued a state-
ment regarding the UK-EU 
trade deal.

Sarah-Jane Laing, chief 
executive at Scottish Land and 
Estates, said: ‘Most within the 
Scottish farming and food 
sectors will view the trade deal 
with the EU as positive news at 
a time when the risk of a no-
deal Brexit was edging closer.

‘Scotland’s sheep farmers 
will be particularly relieved 
that tari�  and quota free access 
to European markets has been 
secured.

‘World Trade Organization 
tari� s on products such as 
lamb, beef and seafood may 
have dealt a critical blow to 
the future of many businesses 
in rural Scotland and it was 
important this was avoided.

‘Seed potato exports being 
excluded from the deal is a 
setback to producers and we 
hope this is an area where the 
UK Government and the EU 
can continue dialogue.

‘We will be digesting the 
detail of the deal in the coming 
days but we should recognise 

SLE statement 
on EU trade deal

‘Help tourism’ 
and holiday at 
home in 2021
An MSP has called on 
people to consider 
holidaying at home during 
2021, when Covid-19 
restrictions lift.

Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron 
said: ‘Many people in the 
tourism and hospitality 
sector, which is so impor-
tant for our area, have 
endured a torrid time as a 
result of the pandemic. To 
help get businesses back 
on their feet, it would be 
good if people, who might 
usually go abroad on 
holiday, would consider 
some of the tremendous 
opportunities there are for 
vacationing here at home.

‘For instance, during the 
relaxation of restrictions 
in summer 2020, many 
visitors new to the 
Highlands and Islands 
were amazed to � nd what 
was here. 

‘Social media was full of 
images of our stunning 
landscapes and coastline. 
And, as we know, 
Highland hospitality is 
renowned the world 
over. So why not consider 
exploring your own 
country in 2021?’ 

Sarah-Jane Laing, chief 
executive of Scottish Land 
and Estates.

that farmers, food producers 
and exporters will still need 
to be ready for the substantial 
customs checks that will be in-
troduced as part of our future 
relationship.

‘� ere will undoubtedly be 
additional costs that business-
es will incur, such as veterinary 
certi� cation, and this must be 
acknowledged as part of the 
new arrangements.’

ening the otherwise dark 
houses. My children now do 
the same.

We live in a world where it is 
easy to re-harness the energy 
previously captured from the 
sun. Whether that energy 
comes from solar panels or 
by burning oil, coal, wood, 
or even from wind power, all 
depend on the sun at some 
point in their existence – and 
so do we.

� ere was a time when 
our dependence on the sun 
shaped the course of our days 
more directly than it does 
now. Our genetic ancestors 
may once have cooried in for 
the long haul like hedgehogs 

or bears.
Analysis of early human 

bones, found fossilised in 
a cave in Northern Spain, 
has suggested our hominin 
predecessors may have hi-
bernated through the darkest 
seasons.

However, the study goes 
on to say that the damage 
and disease evident in the 
bones indicates that, if we 
did hibernate, it was ‘poorly 
tolerated’. 

We would tolerate it even 
less well now without the 
coping mechanisms we have 
drawn from brighter days.

Humans have a long history 
of gathering light around us 
when we are furthest from it.

� e Gaelic for winter 
solstice is grian-stad a’ 
gheamhraidh – literally sun-
stop winter. We mark this 

moment in both words and 
actions.

� e traditions surrounding 
the festivities have changed 
over the years, depending 
on human culture: from 
Maes Howe, the Neolithic 
chamber in Orkney, built to 
let a brief burst of sunlight 
into the tomb on the solstice, 
to the lighting of candles in 
houses on Oidhche Choinnle, 
through to the Christian 
absorption of Celtic solstice 
ceremonies and the arrival 
of Christmas.I love the 
fairy lights that come with 
Christmas. 

I would have them up all 
year if I could get away with 
it - but it is only really at this 
time of year that they come 
into their own. In the longest 
night of the year, we light up 
our world.

Fairylights at Corpach 
looking over towards the 

lights of Fort Willliam. 
Photograph: Kirsteean Bell. 
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Despite being the most chal-
lenging year in many people’s 
lifetime, 2020 has not been 
short of heroes.

And new analysis has re-
vealed David is the most com-
mon name amongst this year’s 
most admirable characters.

From actor David Suchet and 
politician David Hanson, who 
were both awarded Knight 
Bachelor Awards in the 2020 
Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List, to David King who won 
gold in the 110-metre hurdles 
at this year’s British Athletic 
Championships, the name 
David is common amongst 
heroes from all aspects of life.

In addition to high-pro�le 
Davids, there were a host of 
everyday heroes of the same 
name who were recognised for 
their hard work and bravery 
this year.

For example, British Citizens 
Awards were given to two 
Davids, David Gentry and 
David Facey, in recognition 
of the incredible charity 
work they do within their 
communities.

�e analysis, commissioned 
by British name label manu-
facturer My Nametags, found 

ScotRail is making it easier and 
more a�ordable for students to 
return to university at the start 
of this year.

Students were able to take ad-
vantage of half price travel on 
any o�-peak ScotRail service 
until December 24, but the 
deadline to make the return 
journey has been extended 

from January 23 to February 
19.

�is follows the decision by 
Scottish universities to stagger 
the return of undergraduates 
over at least six weeks, in a 
package of measures to mini-
mise the spread of Covid-19.

�e extension will be a huge 
boost to students who are 

worried about getting back 
to their campuses under new 
coronavirus travel restrictions, 
or who might be self-isolating.

�e o�-peak half price o�er 
will be a �exible, open-return 
ticket valid for eight weeks 
a�er purchase, which will 
allow most students to return 
to their studies in January 

and February a�er recording 
another negative coronavirus 
test. �e discount will be avail-
able on o�-peak day return 
and o�-peak return tickets.

Students who bought the 
discounted tickets up until 
December 24 will have until 
February 19 to use the return 
portion of the journey, even 

if the ticket shows an earlier 
‘valid to’ date. Students are 
being reminded to check pub-
lic health restrictions for the 
start and end of their journey 
to ensure they are complying 
with the law. 

And, like all customers, they 
are being urged to observe 
the �ve rules for safer travel, 

including wearing a face 
covering and maintaining 
physical distancing.

Lesley Kane, ScotRail com-
mercial director, said: ‘We’re 
sure it will be popular amongst 
students who are understand-
ably worried about the impact 
coronavirus will have on their 
studies.’

Top �ve most heroic 
male names:
David, 
Paul, 
Michael,
George, 
Tom

Top �ve most heroic 
female names: 
Rebecca, 
Hannah, 
Jessica, 
Katie,
Amelia

David revealed as most heroic 
name in a challenging year

Jessica is third most heroic name and 
most common in top sporting arenas

Captain Sir 
Tom Moore. 
‘Tom’ 
comes in 
at number 
�ve on 
the list of 
2020’s most 
heroic male 
names.

a Knighthood for services to 
entertainment and charity.

Lars B Andersen, managing 
director at My Nametags, said: 
‘We know people o�en come 
together during challenging 

times and we have been heart-
ened to see just how many 
people have been doing great 
things to help their communi-
ties and inspire the nation in 
2020.’

Student train ticket discount extended to February

the name Paul came in a close 
second, appearing regularly 
amongst have-a-go heroes and 
world-renowned names.

Perhaps the highest pro�le 
of them all, Paul R Milgrom, 
was awarded a Nobel Prize 
for economic science this 
year, recognising his work in 
improving auction theory.

Biker Paul Redfern won a 
Pride of Britain Award for 
leading a group of lifesaving 
volunteers who deliver vital 
blood supplies to hospitals, 
whilst paramedic Paul Henry 
was awarded the Queen’s 
Ambulance Medal, recog-
nizing 40 years of hard work 
caring for patients.

Jessica sits in third place and 
is the name that appears most 
frequently amongst heroines, 
with several women of the 
same name achieving incredi-
ble things throughout 2020.

�e name Jessica is par-
ticularly common amongst 
sporting icons, with an incred-

ible four Jessicas taking home 
medals at the 2020 British 
Athletics Championships, in-
cluding Jessica Judd, who won 
gold in the 5,000 metres.

Jessica is also common 
amongst community heroes. 

Jessica �ompson, founder 
of Migrateful, was recognised 
in Forbes’ 30 Under 30 Social 
Entrepreneurs list for her work 
supporting refugees to inte-
grate and access employment 
via cooking classes.

�e name Michael joins 
Jessica in third place. Michael 
Houghton received a Nobel 
Prize for  his role in discover-
ing the Hepatitis C Virus and 
creating medicines that have 
saved millions of lives.

Lifesaver Michael Bryan was 
acknowledged in the Unsung 
Hero Awards, which recognise 
vital non-medical NHS sta� 
and volunteers, a�er develop-
ing an app that has success-
fully diagnosed more than 
1,000 people with Parkinson’s 

disease.
Katie also makes an appear-

ance in 2020’s list of heroes, 
with two being recognised 
at this year’s Pride of Britain 
Awards.

Katie Holmes, a young 
woman with cerebral palsy, 
took the Teenager of Courage 
award for raising money to 
help others su�ering with the 
illness, whilst her namesake, 
Katie Smith, was awarded the 
Stephen Sutton Inspiration 
Award a�er raising thousands 
of pounds to help fund re-
search into brain tumours.

�e name Tom joins them in 
the top 10. �is is due, in part, 
to the successes of Captain Sir 
Tom Moore, who raised an 
incredible £32 million for the 
NHS a�er pledging to walk 
100 laps of his garden before 
his 100th birthday.

�e name also appeared 
frequently amongst sporting 
heroes, whilst entertainer 
Tommy Steele was awarded 
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Congratulations to BBC Alba for its excellent 
hour-long programme on the construction of 
the Fort William to Mallaig railway line follow-
ing the discovery in Cornwall of a folder of black 
and white images taken during the construction 
of this huge engineering project 120 years ago.

Presenter Ingrid Henderson had researched 
the human side as well as the physical engineer-
ing aspect and the result was an absorbing and 
fascinating story. It deserves to be on the main 
channels.

How many of us knew 3,500 navvies lived 
on site and worked on this spectacular project 
with an on-site doctor, nurses and a hospital at 
Polnish? It's unimaginable today. How many 
men died?

� e accompanying music was hauntingly ap-
propriatee, particularly the slow tune dedicated 
to Nurse Hawkings.

Well done BBC Alba. � ere must be more 
Lochaber-based stories to be told.

Ken Johnston, Fort William.

At the start of another new year, people every-
where are gripped by fear, panic and anxiety 
– no wonder.  

With the lethal coronavirus pandemic 
continuing to spread in the nation, triggering 
endless cycles of lockdown measures – in the 
process causing heartache and misery – the only 
anticipation for 2021 is an unsettling fear of the 
unknown and a dark tomorrow.  But let us pause 
for a moment

In December 1939 our nation was at war with 
Nazi Germany, having entered the con� ict to 
defend the freedom of Europe and ultimately 
that of the world. � e future course of the war 
was unknown. � e outcome was uncertain and 
victory was by no means assured. 

� e war, which had started three months ear-
lier, would last for almost six years. � e cost in 
terms of lives lost and injuries sustained would 
be immense. 

Within months, children were being evacuated 
from communities in London, shortages were 
beginning to develop in shops and it looked like 
the war might take longer to win than was � rst 
imagined. Not knowing what would happen, 
the masses were paralyzed by the dreaded fear 
of the unknown.

During this period, King George VI was 
the reigning monarch. On Christmas Day he 
addressed the nation, speaking memorable 
words of comfort and peace to calm all within 
the realm.  

He reminded them of the only true King, King 
Jesus, the One who can provide true peace and 
real rest in such troubled times. He continued: 
‘A new year is at hand. We cannot tell which it 
will bring. If it brings peace how thankful we 
shall all be. If it brings continued struggle, we 
shall remain undaunted.

In the meantime, I feel we may all � nd a mes-
sage of encouragement in the lines which, in my 
closing words, I would like to say to you. 

‘I said to the man who stood at the gate of the 
year: ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into 
the unknown.’ And he replied: ‘Go out into the 

Excellent programme on Fort 
William to Mallaig rail line

An encouraging message in a 
time of di�  culty and distress

darkness and put your hand into the hand of 
God. � at shall be to you better than light and 
safer than a known way. May that Almighty 
hand guide and uphold us all.’

In a time of di�  culty, danger and distress, the 
encouraging message from the King was: ‘Put 
your hand into the hand of God!’ Going into an 
unknown future, this is the best thing that any 
of us can do.  When we put our trust, by faith, 
in Him, we need not go into 2021 with dreaded 
fear, but with joyous cheer. His unchanging 
promise assures us of that: ‘Fear thou not; for 
I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.’ (Isaiah 41:10) We wish everyone, 
near and far, a very happy and blessed new year.

 Donald J Morrison, Inverness.

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Bliadhna ùr mhath dhuibh uile, agus gach 
deagh dhùrachd airson slàinte, sonas, agus 
soirbheachas troimhpe!

Air chuimhne biodh an tìm a thriall,
Cha mhair am big’, is cha till a’ bhliadhn’,
Ach mairidh coibhneas agus bàidh,
Is tillidh smuain air mar a bha!
� àinig mi tarsainn air an rann seo bho chionn 

ghoirid agus shaoil mi gum bheil e freagarrach 
is sinn air starsaich bliadhn’ ùire! Bithear tric 
a’ fàgail air Gàidheil gum bheil sinn dualach 
a bhith a’ coimhead cus air ais air eachdraidh, 
agus gum bheil sin gu ìre gar cumail air ais san 
t-saoghal ùr a tha daonnan ag atharrachadh 
mar timcheall. Ach mar a tha sean� acal ag 
ràdh, cha bhi tuigse agad air cò thu mur aithne 
dhut cò às a thàinig thu, agus mur eil � os agad 
cò às a thàinig thu cha bhi tuigse agad air càite 
bu mhath leat a dhol! Dhan mhòr-chuid againn 
cuiridh mi geall gun robh eòlas air “coibhneas 
agus bàidh” làidir nar cuimhne air mar a bha an 
saoghal a b’ aithne dhuinn, agus nach bu mhath 
gum b’ urrainn dhuinne a-nise leithid sin de 
shaoghal a thoirt air adhart mar dhìleab dha na 
ginealaichean a tha gar leantainn. Deagh amas 
beatha agus bliadhn’ ùire!

’S e amas a tha an seo a chuireas caochladh 
dhleastanasan leantainneach oirnn ma tha 
coibhneas agus bàidh gu bhith nan stiùir beatha 
dhuinn, ach ’s � iach cuimhneachadh air a’ 
liuthad neach a th’ againn mar timcheall a tha 
cho airidh air meas agus moladh, ged nach biodh 

ann ach luchd-obrach seirbheis na slàinte a’ strì 
ris a’ choròna-bhìoras! Chan iadsan a-mhàin a 
tha a’ cosnadh taing dhùrachdach airson an 
cuid saothrach làitheil aig an àm dhùbhlanach 
seo, tha mìltean eile ann cuideachd a tha a’ 
coileanadh sheirbheisean deatamach agus as 
còir dhuinn a mholadh le meas. Le aithne dhai-
bh uile bu chòir gun tigeadh coibhneas agus 
bàidh gu bhith na mhodh-iùil nàdarra.

Dè na h-amasan eile air am bithear a’ cuim-
seachadh? ’S neònach mur a bi cuid de na 
“seann laoich” air na liostaichean, is daoine 
dol a dh’� euchainn ri beagan cuideim a chall, 
nas lugha ithe is òl, agus barrachd eacarsaich a 
ghabhail. ’S e fìor dheagh rùn a tha sin, ged a 
tha e gu math doirbh cumail ris mar a tha io-
madh bliadhna air dearbhadh dhomh � ìn, ach 
cha tuirt sin nach còir feuchainn a-rithist agus 
theagamh gun soirbhich leam car mar a rinn 
Dick Whittington! Saoilidh mi gur e prìomh 
dhòchas mòr-shluagh na dùthcha gum faigh a 
h-uile duine cothrom air banachdach agus dìon 
bho Covid 19 cho luath ‘s a ghabhas, agus gun 
tèid an galair mallaichte a cheannsachadh gu 
tur!

Eating and drinking less, and exercising 
more, will again be features of many new year 
resolution lists, and I wish us well with that! � e 
principal national hope must certainly be for 
everyone to have access to Covid 19 vaccination 
very soon and that the virus will be halted.

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Unacceptable behaviour
A� er nine months of lockdown restrictions, 
you would have thought by now no-one 
needed convincing of the importance of not 
taking needless risks.

But no. � is week we report on two 
men who breached Covid travel rules on 
Hogmanay to climb a munro in Glencoe.

What is also not acceptable is partaking in 
an activity not without its risks at the best of 
times, during a public health crisis, which, 
if it goes wrong, as it did in this case, means 
other people having to put their own lives 
on the line to come to their aid.

It is therefore to the huge credit of Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue Team that 25 of its 
members still went to their assistance.

MBE congratulations 
On a cheerier note, the Lochaber Times 
o� ers its warmest congratulations to 
‘Ceilidh King’ Fergie MacDonald, of 
Mingarry, on the well-deserved award of an 
MBE for services to traditional music. Well 
done Fergie.

Congratulations also to Kenneth MacKay 
who received an MBE for services to the 
community in Rhenigidale, on Harris, and 
Kenneth Neil MacDonald, from Lewis, who 
also received an MBE for voluntary service 
to dentistry and dental training abroad.
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DISTRICT NEWS
PLOCKTONINVERLOCHY

Two businesses came together to make 
Christmas extra special for lucky Lochaber 
families by giving away hampers packed with 
delicious food.

Manson and MacBeath and Lochaber Larder 
decided that as 2020 had been a di�  cult year 
for everyone they would run a social media 
competition o� ering complete Christmas 
dinners, each with  enough for eight people, 
packed with the quality food which Lochaber 
Larder supplies.

Winners were Iona Bergin, le� , and Lisa 
Lawrie, who collected their   prizes in plenty 
of time to prepare a spectacular Christmas 
spread.  
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

Amidst all the Christmas preparations, 
youngsters, parents and sta�  of Little Learners 
Nursery in Inverlochy found time to think of 
others by helping out Lochaber Foodbank.

Parents and carers brought in donations of 
food, drink and beauty products which were 

On the evening of December 23, seven carol 
singers went round the village and raised more 
than £300 for Skye and Lochalsh food bank.

� e next day, a tractor with lights and deco-
rations drove through the village with none 
other than Santa Claus on the trailer, which was 
enjoyed by watching children.

� e Lochalsh branch of the British Legion 
Scotland distributed 20 food parcels in the area  
at Christmas.

Despite no door-to-door collections this year, 
Plockton and Duirinish still raised £1,007.30 for 
the Earl Haig Poppy fund. Kyle raised £825.54.

Plockton Harbour committee held its annual 
general meeting (AGM) by Zoom on December 
19. � irty-one members joined the meeting, 
many more than a normal AGM.

� e treasurer’s report and reports on diving 
operations, mooring inspections and pontoon 
works were submitted.

� e existing nine directors were re-elected and 
two new ones - Alexander Mackenzie and David 
McGhie - added.

Income was well down as a result of the lack of 

Clari� cation
With regards to the article ‘Praise and a plea 
from Zena litter warrior’ published in the 
Christmas Eve edition of the Lochaber Times, 
we would like to make it clear David Kerr is 
a moderator of � e O�  cial A82 Roadwatch 
Facebook page and does not ‘run it’ as reported.

made up into six hampers, which were then raf-
� ed. � is raised a total of £144, with the nursery 
itself adding £106 to bring the � nal total to £250,  
which was donated to the food bank to help with 
its on-going work. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

Little learners spread Christmas joy

Christmas cheer and 
meetings by Zoom

yachts in the summer but the association made 
a donation to the children’s playpark.

Plockton and District Horticultural and Arts 
and Cra� s Society held its AGM with a Zoom 
meeting on November 23. All 11 committee 
members were re-elected.

Plockton and District Community Council 
met via Zoom on December 14.

Among the items discussed were the state of 
the roads, especially Strathy. 

� e community council hopes to organise a 
clean up with skips, as there were no skips in 
2020.

� e community council was backed by local 
� shermen in objecting to plans for further 
use of Kishorn, to the detriment of the area’s 
� shermen.

Electric fencing is still in place despite cro� ers 
stating it would be removed in November. 

� e next meeting is on Monday February 8.
Recent deaths with a local connection to 

Lochalsh and Glenshiel have been Kelvyn Inch, 
Margaret Robertson, Brenda Hamilton and 
Ann Lamont.

YOURSTORY
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telephone 01397 703003

Spreading some cheer with festive fare
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SPORT
Seasons greetings from the

sporting community – part 2

Let The Oban Times share your sporting 
news by emailing fscott@obantimes.co.uk 

or by phoning 07467 819373.

Laurence and the Woodlands 
team:

‘2020 was a challenging 
year for us and many others 
in the hospitality industry.

‘Instead of focusing on 
the negatives, we’ve used 
the down-time to focus on 
positive projects that have 
taken a back seat for some 
time. We have rebranded to 
‘Woodlands Glencoe’, bring-
ing everything we do here on 
the estate under one name, 
with a new website too.

‘We’ve opened our newest 
lodges, SeaBeds Luxury 
Lookout Lodges. 

‘� ink sea-view in� nity hot 
tub, super king bed and home 
cinema system, all quietly 
nestled into the landscape.

‘� en this month, we were 
awarded the Federation 

‘Lochaber Rugby Club thanks 
all our members and followers 
who have supported us over 
the years and especially this 
year.

‘I would like to paraphrase 
a message I was sent from an 
unknown source. 

‘It is about ‘gratitude because’ 
and the message resonates 
within us all.

‘If you see head torches out on 
the pavements and hear the 
sound of cheery voices during 
the  winter, that will be mem-
bers of the junior section of 
Lochaber Athletic Club (LAC).

‘With no races in 2020, we 
had home standing long jump 
competitions and a mascot 
drawing competition in the 
summer, with ‘Speedy’, the 
now LAC mascot, coming out 
on top.

‘A virtual race series, the 
Great Summer Challenge over 
three and � ve kilometres, was 
a great success. In the New 

Year we will be back to ‘real’ 
racing in the delayed winter 
league. � e seniors were 
also busy with their virtual 
summer league and recently 
started a virtual winter league.  
See www.lochaberac.com.

‘� e young athletes thank all 
supporters, coaches, parents 
and the community for your 
encouragement over this di�  -
cult time. 

‘We will run again in 2021 
and will be glad to represent 
Lochaber. Catch up with us 
on our junior page on the new 
LAC website.’

The Woodlands 
Glencoe team 
celebrating its FSB 
Innovation Award 
at the end of last 
year.

Dragon’s Tooth Golf Course – now 
Woodlands Glencoe

of Small Businesses (FSB) 
Business Innovation Award – 
a lovely way to end a di�  cult 
year.

‘Golf has been more popular 
than ever this year. As an 
outdoor activity in a beautiful 
setting, we can understand 
why.

‘We extend our thanks and 
best wishes to the community 
by o� ering more than a year 
of golf membership for only 
£245. 

‘We are incredibly lucky to 
live in such a beautiful area 
and encourage others to get 
out and enjoy it.

‘Head to www.woodlands.
scot/gi� -vouchers to get your 
membership and kickstart 
2021.

‘Wishing you all the very 
best for the New Year.’

Lochaber Athletic Club Juniors

With no races in 2020, junior members of Lochaber 
Athletic Club took part in home events.

Lochaber Rugby 
Club

‘� e experience of ‘gratitude 
because’ is triggered when 
we recognise the positives 
that have come into our lives 
because of the challenges we’ve 
all endured this year - addi-
tional family time; newfound 
hobbies and talents; learning 
something positive about 
ourselves and communities 
coming together to support 
one another.

‘Good luck and keep safe in 
2021 to everyone and all sports 
clubs in our fantastic Lochaber 

Jonathan McCook keeps his 
eye in by practising some 
keepy-uppy at home.

area who represent and honour 
our area so well.

‘Happy New Year, Bliadhna 
Mhath Ùr.’


