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Today (Friday, January 1) is 
the � rst day in a year that 
Campbeltown man David 
Brown is under no obligation 
to walk, run or cycle at least 
� ve kilometres.

David, a manager at 
Campbeltown’s Tesco Metro 
store, set himself a 5K-a-day 
challenge at the beginning of 
2020 in a bid to raise money 
for charity while maintaining 
his � tness, donating 30p of his 
own money for every kilometre 
completed to a charity or cause 
of his choice for each month.

� ese were: January: mental 
health awareness; February: 
British Heart Foundation; 
March: stroke awareness; 
April: primary ciliary dyski-
nesia awareness; May: Helen 
Gilchrist’s Jolly Monday 
Show; June: Marie Curie; 
July: Mairi Semple Fund; 
August: Kintyre Food Bank; 
September: Campbeltown 
Christmas Lights Group; 
October: Campbeltown MS 
Society; November: Kintyre 

Link Club; December: Youth 
Impact. Despite breaking his 
shoulder last January, he did 
not miss a single day’s exercise, 
completing 2,179 kilometres 
throughout the year and do-
nating £650 of his own money.

Several of the charities were 
further boosted – by an addi-
tional £8,000, David thinks – 
through their own committee 
members and supporters 
joining in with the challenge.

‘It was fantastic to see char-
ities embrace my idea and 
that’s what I set out to achieve,’ 
David said. ‘I wanted to 
inspire people to think about 
how they could help the local 
community. 

‘Mental health has been 
important to a lot of people 
this year, and by doing this 
challenge it has helped me and 
others.’

David didn’t even take 
Christmas Day o�  – instead, 
he dra� ed in Connor Molloy 
and Andrew Robertson to run 
with him, David in a Santa suit 
and the other two dressed as 
elves.

Continued on page three.

A trio of kind-hearted elves delivered more than 30 hampers of donated goodies to 
elderly and deserving citizens across Campbeltown in the days before Christmas.
Campbeltown Grammar School students Casey Mackenzie, Carla Cameron-Smith and 
Caitlin Collett, assisted by Mandy Robertson, development worker at youth support 
group The Hub, and Nona Ruesgen, manager at Kintyre Alcohol and Drugs Advisory 
Service, delivered the hampers last Tuesday and Wednesday. The thoughtful girls 
came up with the idea during a leadership class at school and launched an appeal for 
donations.

Campbeltown received a 
Christmas gi�  when planning 
permission for a new, pur-
pose-built helipad was granted 
on December 23.

Argyll and Bute Council 
approved plans for the helipad 
at the current, water-logged 
landing site south of 
Campbeltown Hospital from 
which emergency patients are 
transferred to larger hospitals.

Stuart McLellan, an ambu-
lance technician from Neilston, 
East Renfrewshire, who has 
family in Campbeltown, has 
worked for two years to bring 
the project to fruition. He is 
now in receipt of £270,000 
funding and work is set to start 
on January 11. 

Stuart told the Courier: ‘I 
am absolutely delighted that 
an idea two years ago is now 
becoming a reality.  I’ve had 
numerous challenges to resolve 
in order for us to get to the 
construction phase but I’m 
hopeful that will be completed 
by April 2021. Happy new year, 
Campbeltown!’

� e helipad is to be named 
the Robert Black Memorial 
Helipad a� er the paramedic  
who died in May last year a� er 
a battle with Covid-19.

David crosses fi nish line 
after year of fundraising

Youngsters give the gift of kindness

Hospital 
helipad 
permission

by Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
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David crosses fi nish line 

Wishing all our readers and 
advertisers a happy, healthy 
and prosperous New Year
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During more than a decade 
of writing the � ought for 
the Week column for the 
Campbeltown Courier and 
Argyllshire Advertiser, 
Marilyn Shedden never missed 
a single week.

Marilyn has been giving 
readers something to think 
about for the last 11 years – 
through nearly 600 weekly 
columns – but she has now 
decided it is time to hand over 
the role to others.

‘I thought it was time that 
people had a change – 11 years 
of the same person is quite a 
long time and I think folk de-
serve something else,’ she said.

‘I’ve absolutely loved my 
time as � ought for the Week 
contributor. I’ve even made 
new friends through it; people 
have been so kind, comment-
ing on di� erent ‘thoughts’ and 
getting in touch with me about 
them. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 

it.’ Marilyn took over writing 
the column in January 2010 as 
a tribute to her mother, who 
passed away on Christmas Eve 
in 2009. ‘I started it as a wee 
tribute to her and I think she 
would have been pleased with 
a lot of them,’ Marilyn said. ‘I 
decided not to make it a purely 
Christian ‘thought’. 

‘Before I took over, it had 
been very much a Bible-based 

column, but I wanted it to be 
something that could touch 
people of any faith or none. 
So, while some weeks had a 
Christian slant to them, there 
were others of no persuasion –
they were just topics I thought 
might be helpful for people 
to think about; nature, stars, 
planets, things like that.’

Marilyn’s submissions were 
quite varied, o� en referencing 
popular movies and television 
shows, or subjects of national 
and international signi� cance.

‘� ere was a great response 
to the wee series I did on the 
Paddington movies,’ she said. 
‘A lady arrived at my door one 
day with beautiful Paddington 
hand towels and notelets for 
me because she enjoyed them 
so much – things like that just 
made my day.’

Asked if there was one sub-
ject in particular which was 
her favourite to write about, 
Marilyn said: ‘I really enjoyed 
the ‘thoughts’ I wrote while 
we were waiting to get our 

puppies, and then, a� er we got 
them, sharing stories about 
them. I got lots of comments 
about those ‘thoughts’ too – 
pets are also something that 
touch people across all faiths 
and none, something many 
people relate to.’

Marilyn said she tried to 
avoid expressing overly polit-
ical opinions in the column 
and she also tried to focus on 
the brighter side of life.

‘� ere was so much bad 
news, so I tried to look at the 
positive side of things, without 
being glib or trite. I very much 
tried to balance it, dealing 
with the di�  cult things but 
not in a patronising way.’

Although never failing 
to come up with a column, 
Marilyn admits the words 
didn’t always � ow easily.

‘Some weeks I wondered what 
I was going to write about and, 
when that happened, I’d go to 
my computer, bring up a blank 
page, and it just happened – I’d 
just get the thought,’ she said. 

‘I’ve never been let down.’
Marilyn, who lives near 
Muasdale, is kept busy as 
mission convener for the 
Argyll Presbytery and an elder 
and worship leader at Killean 
and Kilchenzie Church. 
She is also chaplain to both 
Rhunahaorine and Glenbarr 
primary schools, something 
which she describes as her 
‘greatest joy’.

Asked what she plans to do 
with any new spare time she 
may have, she said: ‘I’ve got a 
new camera and I’d like to get 
more into my photography, 
spending more time out and 
about, learning a bit more 
about the camera’s advanced 
features.’

� e � ought for the Week 
column will now be written by 
di� erent religious leaders from 
around Kintyre on a rota basis.

Turn to page 14 to read this 
week’s column which was 
submitted by Campbeltown’s 
Springbank Evangelical 
Church.

With mainland Scotland 
entering level four Covid-19 
restrictions as of Boxing Day, 
NHS Highland has updated 
visiting guidance for its hospi-
tals and care homes.

As of December 26, visiting 
hospitals within level four 
areas is now for essential visits 
only, where it is imperative 
that someone is allowed to see 
their loved one in a number of 
exceptional circumstances.

Examples of essential visits 
include but are not limited to:
 A birth partner supporting 
a pregnant person during 
hospital visits;
 For a person receiving 
end-of-life care – this is to 
be de� ned as � exibly and 
compassionately as possible, to 
support patients at the end of 
life spending meaningful time 
with their loved ones in their 
� nal days and weeks;
 To support someone with a 
mental health issue such as de-
mentia, a learning disability or 
autism where not being pres-
ent would cause the patient to 
be distressed;
 To accompany a child in 
hospital.

� ese include any other situ-
ation where clinical sta�  assess 
that it is essential to involve 
family or carers for ethical or 
patient safety reasons.

Some parts of the Western 
Isles, including Islay and Jura, 
were moved to level three 
restrictions. 

Visiting hospitals in these 
areas is also essential visits 
only, but clinicians at hospital 
level can agree to move to one 
designated visitor if it is safe 
and appropriate.

Visiting all care homes 
across the Scottish mainland, 
including those operated by 
independent sector care pro-
viders, has also changed.

Indoor visiting is limited to 
essential visits only. Outdoor 
visits, via gardens or windows, 
can still take place but only 
agreed in advance with the 
care home and should be lim-
ited to one visitor only.

Visits by children and young 
people are suspended at this 
time. Any outdoor visiting is 
also subject to any restrictions 
in place with each individual 
care home.

Essential visits include 

circumstances where it is 
clear that the person’s health 
and wellbeing is changing for 
the worse; where visiting may 
help with communication 
di�  culties; to ease signi� cant 
personal stress or other press-
ing circumstances, including 
approaching end of life.

For island care homes in 
level three areas, the current 
visiting guidelines continue 
to apply with essential visits 
continuing. Indoor visits can 
have one designated person for 
up to four hours once a week, 
and garden visits can have a 
maximum of six people from 
no more than two di� erent 
households, 60 minutes once 
a week. � is is dependent on 
the current status of the care 
home.

An NHS Highland spokes-
person said: ‘We would also 
ask, no matter what level we 
are in, that if you are unwell 
and/or exhibiting symptoms 
of Covid-19 – a new, persis-
tent cough and fever or high 
temperature – please do not 
visit any health or social care 
settings. Self-isolate at home 
and book a test.’

Man assaulted
A 21-year-old woman 
was arrested in Albyn 
Avenue, Campbeltown, at 
about 1.30pm on Tuesday 
December 22, and charged 
with assaulting a man. A 
report was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Cannabis
A 39-year-old man was issued 
with a recorded police warn-
ing after he was searched in 
Hillside Road, Campbeltown, 
at about 9.55am on Thursday 
December 24, and found to 
be in possession of a small 
amount of cannabis.

Abusive behaviour
A 30-year-old man behaved 
in an abusive manner in 
Ciaran Court, Campbeltown, 
at about 2.15pm on Saturday 
December 26. He was 
later traced and issued with a 
recorded police warning.

Vehicle damaged
Police are appealing for 
witnesses after two tyres of a 
red Peugeot 206 car in Lady 
Mary Row, Campbeltown, 
were punctured and de� ated 
at about 4am on Friday 
December 25.

POLICE FILES Fond farewell and thanks 
to thoughtful Marilyn

by Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Marilyn Shedden.

Hospital and care home 
visiting guidance updated
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Continued from page one.
� e trio raised more than 
£500 through sponsorship 
and donations which will give 
an additional boost to Youth 
Impact, Kintyre Food Bank 
and the Mairi Semple Fund.

David said: ‘I have loved the 

year and would like to thank 
everyone who has taken part 
and embraced this challenge, 
as well as those who have 
donated throughout the year.

‘A special mention should go 
to my family who have had to 
put up with me the whole year.’

Two of South Kintyre’s coun-
cillors have reacted to the sug-
gestion that it may be 10 years 
before there is a permanent 
solution to the landslip issues 
which have blighted the A83 at 
the Rest and Be � ankful.

A spokesperson for 
Transport Scotland, the na-
tional transport agency which 
oversees Scotland’s trunk road 
network, told the Courier that 
a speci� c timescale could not 
be given, despite reports of 
attendees at a recent stake-
holders’ meeting being told it 
could be up to a decade – � ve 
years before work commences 
and another � ve years before it 
is complete.

� e spokesperson said:  ‘� e 
current work to identify the 
preferred corridor is expected 
to be completed in spring this 
year.  Following this, designs 
will be progressed and, as with 
other projects to improve the 

trunk road network, there will 
be a need to complete the nec-
essary environmental assess-
ments and statutory process to 
allow land to be acquired and 
the project constructed.

‘We recognise that the 
timescales for developing an 
alternative to the current route 
and � nding a long-term solu-
tion to the challenges created 
by the Rest and Be � ankful 
section of the A83 are frus-

trating for the community and 
we will look to compress the 
programme where possible.

‘However, it is important that 
the correct statutory process 
is followed to ensure a fair 
and transparent assessment 
of options and impacts on 
communities and road users.

‘We remain committed 
to progressing substantial 
shorter-term investment in 
the existing A83 in tandem 
with the work to identify a 
permanent solution as part of 
a two-phased approach and 
we will keep communities 
and road users updated as the 
design work progresses.’

Argyll First Councillor 
Donald Kelly said: ‘� e sug-
gested 10-year timescale is to-
tally ridiculous and unaccept-
able and has to be accelerated 
as a matter of urgency. 

‘� e Scottish Government 
needs to prioritise the A83 
permanent solution and en-
sure the work is fast-tracked at 
every juncture.

‘We have been treated like 
second-class citizens for long 
enough and I am certain that if 
this was the M8, it would have 
been repaired years ago.’

Councillor Rory Colville 
said: ‘If there is any good 
news, it is that, at long last, 
there is a commitment by the 
government that a permanent 
solution is essential.

‘Meantime, it is vital that a 
temporary solution utilising 
the existing infrastructure 
is implemented as quickly as 
possible using a combination 
of the existing A83 route, the 
Old Military Road and the for-
estry track. At the same time, 
the release of much-needed 
capital funding is essential to 
help maintain and improve 
the alternative routes when the 
road is closed.

‘In 10 years’ time, Argyll 
will either be part of a vibrant 
Scotland or will have been cast 
aside by a Scottish Parliament 
talking shop, full of promises 
undelivered.’

Kintyre residents rocked around the Christmas tree on 
December 25 as an early morning earthquake shook the 
peninsula. According to the British Geological Survey’s 
website, the 2.4 magnitude earthquake took place at 
6.52am on Christmas Day, at an o� shore location about 14 
kilometres west of Westport Beach car park, at depth of 
seven kilometres. The tremor was felt by a householder in 
Kilchenzie, about 16 kilometres from the epicentre, who 
described it as ‘like a wood lorry rumbling past the house’.

David Brown, right, was joined by Connor Molloy, left, and 
Andrew Robertson, centre, for his Christmas Day run. 

David reaches fundraising � nish line

Christmas earthquake rocks Kintyre

A decade before permanent 
solution on A83 at Rest?

by Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

The A83 at the Rest and Be 
Thankful after a landslide on 
August 4 2020

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on
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As the festive season draws to a close, we take a look at some of the Christmas fun that Kintyre’s children enjoyed in the run-up to 
their winter break from school. From crafting Christ mas creations such as decorated logs, stained glass windows and personalised 
greetings cards, to jumper days, parties and Santa visits, there was plenty to get the youngsters into the festive spirit.

Children enjoy Christmas crafts and festive fun for everyone

A Twelve Days of Christmas window painting by P6 pupils at 
Castlehill Primary School. 

P6 pupils at Castlehill 
Primary School decorated 
their classroom door. 

A colourful stained glass 
winter scene from a P7/6 
pupil at Dalintober Primary 
School. 

John Mackenzie enjoyed a visit to see Santa at 
Campbeltown’s RNLI station, where he received a 
selection box. 

P2 pupils at Dalintober Primary School wearing colourful 
festive jumpers. 

Making Christmas logs is a long-standing tradition at 
Dalintober Primary School and this year’s P7 pupils did an 
excellent job. 

P2 pupils at Dalintober Primary School enjoyed lots of 
Christmas crafts. In addition to Christmas cards, including 
those seen above, they made candy cane reindeer, 
Christmas wreaths, melted snowmen and a large mindful-
ness Christmas bauble. 

More of Dalintober Primary School’s P7 pupils with their 
‘super’ Christmas logs. 
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As the festive season draws to a close, we take a look at some of the Christmas fun that Kintyre’s children enjoyed in the run-up to 
their winter break from school. From crafting Christ mas creations such as decorated logs, stained glass windows and personalised 
greetings cards, to jumper days, parties and Santa visits, there was plenty to get the youngsters into the festive spirit.

Children enjoy Christmas crafts and festive fun for everyone

Carradale woman Mari McDougall dressed 
as Santa Claus to visit older residents in the 
village that she heard would be on their own 
on Christmas Day because of Covid guidelines, 
giving them each a gift from her sack. Margaret 
Campbell took this photograph when Mari 
visited her neighbour. 

Castlehill Primary School’s P2 class wished everyone Merry Christmas. 

Castlehill Primary School’s P2 pupils enjoyed a visit from Santa. 

Left: Pupils and 
sta�  at Carradale 
Primary School 
wished everyone 
a happy and 
peaceful Christmas 
before going o�  on 
holiday. 

Right: Dalintober 
Primary School’s 

P7/6 class created 
colourful stained 

glass winter 
scenes.
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FROM OUR FILES
TEN YEARS AGO
Friday December 31, 2010
Skykon fear as � rm goes under
New Year and new worries for Skykon a� er its 
parent company � led for the Danish equivalent 
of going into administration in the UK, just 
days before Christmas.

Danish newspaper Fyens Sti� stidende, and 
the country's � nancial news agency Børson, 
reported the news last week.

More than 100 jobs are at stake at the wind 
turbine tower factory on the former airbase at 
Machrihanish and a new multimillion-pound 
extension, due to open next month, stands 
paralysed; it was to take the number employed 
there up to 300.

Jim Mather, MSP for Argyll and Bute, told 
the Courier: ‘Our o�  cials don't think this 
necessarily means immediate administration at 
Campbeltown. � ey are in touch with Scottish 
Development International and Skykon, check-
ing the position, and immediate actions and 
options. Clearly, we will stay closely involved 
and be seeking the best possible outcome as we 
have done in the past.’

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO
Friday December 29, 1995
Spy camera scheme progresses
� e group planning to set up a town centre 
security system in Campbeltown is considering 
applying to the government for funding.
� e Scottish O�  ce has just made £4 million 

available to pay for 1,000 new closed circuit tel-
evision cameras to help � ght crime in Scottish 
towns.

Kintyre Crime Prevention Panel recently 
received an estimate for the cost of installing 
a system from a leading security � rm. � orne 
Security says it could have a system in operation 
for £23,400, less than half the amount the panel 
previously thought it would cost.

� e system would include four cameras to 
cover Main Street, Longrow, Burnside Square 
and the area around Hall Street and the cross.

Four special television screens at Campbeltown 
Police Station would allow the police to watch 
the pictures from the cameras. � e images 
would be recorded on an industrial-quality 
video recorder at the station. 

� e secretary of the panel, Sergeant Douglas 
Reid of Campbeltown police, has already 
contacted the Scottish O�  ce for more details 
about the funding package. Sergeant Reid said: 

‘� e panel is fully committed, following the 
tremendous public response, to go in as far as 
possible along this road.’

FIFTY YEARS AGO
Thursday December 31, 1970
McCartney again!
Mr Paul McCartney, ex-bass guitarist with the 
Beatles, has recently purchased from Mr A 
Revie, Loch Ranachan Farm, which comprises 
400 acres and adjoins his other farm, High Park.

Mr McCartney has been spending a few days 
on the farm with his wife and family over the 
festive season.

One happy Rangers fan
Mr Crawford Morans of 36 Albyn Avenue, 
who is employed with the Ministry of Social 
Security, has had a good ending to the old year. 

He has won £719 11s 8d on the Rangers Football 
Club Pools.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
Friday December 31, 1920
Warning to owners of lighters
A case of great importance to the owners of 
the smaller class of trading vessels has been 
disposed of in Campbeltown Sheri�  Court.

Neil Black, Tarbert, Lochfyne, owner of 
steamship Bloodhound, was charged with 
having on July 1 last proceeded to sea without 
having the vessel marked with the proper load 
line, contrary to the Merchant Shipping Act.

A plea of guilty was tendered.
� e procurator � scal stated that according 

to the Act no vessel could leave any port in the 
United Kingdom without having the load line 
clearly shown on her side. In the Clyde, how-
ever, the Board of Trade did not insist on this 
in respect of vessels trading exclusively within 
what is known as the smooth water area.

� is area was within an imaginary line drawn 
from Skipness Point to Fairlie.  On behalf of the 
accused, an agent stated that he had traded with 
the Bloodhound for nearly 40 years. During 
the war, the ship had been requisitioned by the 
Ministry of Shipping, and under the orders 
of that department had been sent outside the 
limits of the smooth water area.

� e accused had naturally thought that 
what he had been doing during the war, when 
he traded to ports on Islay and the Ayrshire 
coast, he was free to do now. Sheri�  Macmaster 
Campbell imposed a penalty of £10.

In 1995: Campbeltown beat 
Southend 60-39 in their tradi-
tional festive season nine-a-side 
clash 25 years ago. The game saw 
schoolboys Ewan Neilson and 
Graham Parkinson turning out 
for Campbeltown, while fellow 
pupils Alan Semple and Andrew 
Hamilton played for Southend. 



� e Campbeltown Courier
Friday 1 January 2021  NEWS 7

Gunner MacLean was 
captured following the 51st 
Highland Division’s surrender 
at St Valéry-en-Caux during 
the Second World War.

� e diary, and several pho-
tographs of Neil during and 
a� er the war, were supplied by 
Neil’s son Calum, who knew 
nothing of the diary until a� er 
his father’s death.

� is week continues from:
February 1942 – 1st, sent an-

other letter and a clear photo 
to Margaret, hope it reaches. 
2nd, the farmer killed two 
pigs, a calf and a stirk making 
a lot of it into sausages to last 
them for a year. 

� e farmer was in a bad rage 
today, shouting at all the boys 
most of the time. 

He had been like this before 
and then on the 3rd the con-

troller came so we reported 
the farmer to him and we hope 
he will settle down a bit and if 
not we will go back to Stalaig 
and go out to another farm to 
work.

11th, � nished the dung today. 
It was a very cold day, taking it 
from the farmyard to a pit in 
the � eld. One of our boys was 
shot at Pankendo�  with one of 
the guards. I went over to see 
the boys on the 18th, all OK 
and getting on not too bad.

A new guard came to them 
on the 7th till the end of the 
month. Some days working in 
our room separating peas from 
barley (very tiresome). Shi� ing 
snow, all the workers on the 
farm received 27 cubic cm of 
wood each so we were down 
giving them a hand to saw and 
chop it up, it should be � nished 

by next week. We heard we are 
being shi� ed out here so time 
will tell.

22nd, sent all our washing to 
be done by one of the women 
in the village. Saves us a lot of 
time and at present we have 
plenty of money.

March – � e hours of this 
month should be 7am till 
6.30pm but as we are well on 
with our work we are working 
from 7.30am till 5pm. Up till 
the 9th we were sorting out 
peas and doing odd jobs. Pay 
day, 12-96. Up till the 16th, 
taking down old trees and 
pruning along with Finlay 
Huie. 

On the 17th Alex and I went 
into Marienwerder and bought 
a pair of glasses for reading 
costing us each 17M. Enjoyed 
the day out and met a few 

of the boys. � en three days 
empting the dung mill… then 
four days shi� ing snow on a 
side road, then odd jobs till the 
end of the month. (No RCP or 
cigarettes).

April – 1st, very cold morn-
ing, put out to the � elds to cut 
holes in the snow to let the air 
through, turned out very wet 
so came home. 3rd, day o�  
for Good Friday. 4th, went to 

visit some of the boys at Deit. 
Monday, o�  and received a nice 
tea. 5th, day o� , went to see the 
boys at Pankendo� . 6th, boys 
came over from Crufern. 

7th, at night 20 Russians 
came to take over our jobs, 
great excitement, We thought 
we would be leaving the next 
morning. 10th, received 150 
cigarettes (no smokes in our 
camp) from friends in Argyll.

Doing odd jobs up till the 
14th when we received word 
to go back to Stalaig. All the 
boys very happy as the food 
here was getting a bit scarce, 
they could have given us plenty 
more. 

16th, up at usual time 
cleaning up billet. Snowing 
all morning, moved out by 
train at 12.45pm and went to 
Marienburg and went to the 
head o�  ce and received our 
pay. Our mail has just gone o�  
when we le� . 

Received a clothing parcel 

from Connyglen then marched 
to the Stalaig, arrived there 
around 6.30pm. Had our tea 
and then a look around. Met 
some of the boys we knew and 
had a good chat. No lice in 
Stalaig but plenty of � eas. 

17th, received word in the 
morning to stand by to go 
out on a work party. Hanging 
around all day but did not 
move out. 18th, 5.30am, the 
guard came and told us to be 
ready to move out at 6am.

Arrived at Tiegenhof about 
10am. Had a good plate of 
soup and then went to work 
unloading coal. We were 
placed on a small railway and 
have a good place to sleep, only 
the work is really dirty. 19th, 
being Sunday we thought there 
would be no work but at 10am 
we were told to go out and 
unload two wagons.

Continued in next week’s 
Courier.

DOWN MEMORY LANE
Sponsored by Campbeltown Heritage Centre
Open 11am to 4pm every Monday to Friday until September

Gunner Neil MacLean’s 
POW diary
The Courier continues to share more from Campbeltown soldier Gunner 
Neil MacLean’s previously unpublished prisoner-of-war diary

Gunner Neil MacLean. 
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Does TV licence fee pay for 
'enthralling entertainment'?
Surely Keith Abendroth (letters, December 
18), you have to admit that, disregarding the 
exorbitant sums paid to BBC ‘celebrities’, the 
TV licence fee provides us with enthralling 
entertainment.

Where else can one watch perpetual repeats 
of Homes Under the Hammer and Escape to 
the Country? In the evenings, there are spin-
o� s from the 92nd series of Strictly Come 
Dancing, the drama of Holby City, River 
City or Eastenders, the interminable series of 
Masterchef or the very aptly-named Pointless 
Celebrities.

What other source of delectation could one 
� nd to distract from the tedium of everyday 
life, and all for a mere £157.50?

Brian Gee, Carradale.

Praise for Campbeltown's 
lifeline taxi drivers
I read an article in the national press last week 
which made me think about the wonderful taxi 
drivers we have here in Campbeltown.

In the article, a disabled lady was demanding 
an apology from a Central Belt taxi company 
a� er being verbally abused and shamed by the 
driver of a taxi in which she got stuck.

When I read that, I knew the same thing 
would never happen in any Campbeltown 
taxi, no matter the company, as our drivers are 
exemplary.

Many times I have witnessed our taxi drivers 
going above and beyond the call of duty, par-
ticularly for elderly customers. 

� ey race out of their cars to help people load 

shopping into the boot, or help elderly people 
into the car, and o� en carry the heavy bags to 
customers’ homes. 

Taxi drivers are a lifeline for elderly people all 
across the country and I hope ours know that 
we notice all the little things they do to go the 
extra mile.

Name and address supplied.

UNICEF having to support UK 
children for � rst time
� e fact that UNICEF, the UN’s child protec-
tion wing, will, for the � rst time, intervene to 
support those at risk of hunger in the UK, is 
a damning indictment on the depths to which 
the UK has sunk.

UNICEF has put its funding behind a scheme 
designed to provide breakfast boxes to 1,800 
families over the course of the Christmas hol-
idays – marking the � rst emergency response 
in the UK by the organisation since it was 
founded in 1946.

Rising levels of food poverty in the UK are 
an absolute disgrace and the Tory Government 
should be ashamed of this.

We are supposedly one of the richest coun-
tries in the world. Our children should not 
have to rely on humanitarian charities that are 
more used to operating in war zones and in 
response to natural disasters.

Alex Orr, Edinburgh.

Save stamps for the RNIB to 
provide vital funding
Last year, 2020, was challenging and, although 
many people like to give generously to charity 
at Christmas, it may have been di�  cult to 

make a donation this year.
It’s not too late – you can still help support 

the Royal National Institute of Blind People 
(RNIB) by collecting and donating used stamps 
from cards and parcels you may have received.

Your stamps will be recycled and turned 
into vital funds that will help RNIB support 
children with vision impairment. 

By donating your stamps, you can help make 
good things happen for these children, like 
ensuring they receive a letter from Santa in a 
format they can read in future.

To get involved and receive a pre-paid enve-
lope for your stamps, visit  www.rnib.org.uk/
stamps or call 0303 123 9999.

A� er this, all you need to do is send your 
stamps using RNIB’s freepost envelopes, and 
they’ll take care of the rest. 

It really is that simple!
Show your support for RNIB this festive sea-

son by collecting stamps and help to make life 
better for blind and partially-sighted people.

� ank you.
Vanessa Feltz, broadcaster and 

television personality.

Festive support for British 
Heart Foundation
For many people, Christmas is usually a time 
for catching up with friends, raising a glass and 
embracing loved ones. 

But this Christmas would have been very 
di� erent for most families across the UK, 
including those sadly a� ected by heart and 
circulatory diseases.

� ere are around 720,000 people in Scotland 
living with heart and circulatory diseases, 
including coronary heart disease, stroke and 
vascular dementia. 

� e year that has just ended has undoubt-
edly been a challenging one for us all.

What has been clear throughout, however, 
is how incredible the people of Kintyre are.

� ere are three articles on this week’s 
front page and all of them tell of sel� essness 
and consideration for others.

Five-kilometres-a-day hero David Brown 
could have chosen to improve his � tness 
without raising money for charities and 
causes; schoolgirls Casey Mackenzie, 
Carla Cameron-Smith and Caitlin Collett 
thought of others despite going through 
some of their most important years of 
schooling during a pandemic; and Stuart 
McLellan is not even from Campbeltown 
but has dedicated two years of his life to a 
helipad project to bene� t the town’s citizens.

We enter 2021 still battling Covid-19 but 
there is a lot to look forward to, with most 
major events originally scheduled for 2020 
– including the Eurovision Song Contest, 
UEFA Euro 2020, 2020 Summer Olympics, 
and Expo 2020 – either postponed or can-
celled due to the pandemic, now resched-
uled for this year.

With restrictions as strict as they are at 
the moment, it may still seem unlikely that 
these events and others closer to home will 
take place but, with vaccines now being 
administered, the future looks brighter.

Among other things, the United Nations 
has declared 2021 as the International Year 
of Peace and Trust – let us hope that is the 
case.

Looking forward to a more 
positive year for 2021

SUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE
to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a 

FREEFREEFREE bottle of  bottle of  bottle of 
Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin 

or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*

20
pages of 

Homes & 
Interiors

Untitled-1   1 02/11/2020   09:03:50

The
Perfect 

Christmas gifts 
for those that 
love all things 

Scottish

Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per quarter 
delivered direct to your recipients door.

Call 01778 392014 and quote Noel1 or go to scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

The award winning monthly glossy lifestyle magazine. Scottish Field brings you the very best 
interiors,antiques,gardens,wildlife,motoring and country news along side entertaining and informative writing. 

Get ahead of the fi eld and Christmas wrapped up with a subscription to Scottish Field magazine 

*Terms and conditions apply. For over-18s and UK-based subscribers only. Minimum one year 
subscription to Scottish Field. Offer ends 31 Dec 2020. While stocks last. Limited stock available, 

fi rst come, fi rst served basis. By claiming this offer, you agree that you are of UK legal age for 
purchasing and consuming alcoholic drinks.

Scottish Field  Subs -1.indd   1 16/11/2020   09:13:04
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PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK CONTACTUS
The Campbeltown 
Courier, Main and Longrow South, Main Street, 
Campbeltown PA28 6AE. Phone: 01586 554646

Reporter
Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
Advertising
Rhona McKillop
rhona@obantimes.co.uk
Head o�  ce
Wyvex Media, Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Oban, PA34 4 HB

� e Editor welcomes letters and emails for 
publication, however we reserves the right to 
shorten, amend or refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although details can be withheld from publication. 
Phone numbers, if available, should be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

At The Campbeltown 
Courier, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time. If you 
think we have made a significant mistake and 
you wish to discuss this with us, please let us 
know as soon as possible by emailing: editor@
campbeltowncourier.co.uk; telephoning the 
reporter on 01586 554646 or write to the 
Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will try to resolve your issue in a timely 
and amicable manner. However, if you are 
unsatisfied with our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate the issue. 

At The Campbeltown Courier, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair and accurate and comply with the 
Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time. If you think we have made a signi� cant mistake and you wish to discuss this 
with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: emailing editor@campbeltowncourier.
co.uk; telephoning the chief reporter on 01546 602345 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
call IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body that deals with complaints 
about the editorial content. We will abide by its decision.

Press policy

We know from the millions of people who 
have turned to us for support in 2020 that so 
many people with heart and circulatory dis-
eases are worried about their greater risk from 
Covid-19 and that many have been shielding.

With your support, we’ve worked tirelessly 
to be there for people – extending our Heart 
Helpline’s opening hours, providing valuable 
Covid-19 information and continuing to 
fund research with the promise of improved 
treatments. Even over Christmas, our Heart 
Helpline was open for those who needed us 
most. But we need your support now more than 
ever to continue this vital work. 

� e closure of our shops and cancellation 
of fundraising events has had a devastating 
impact on our funds, putting life-saving dis-
coveries in peril. 

We expect our income for 2020 to be cut in 
half.

Traditionally, Christmas is a time for giving 
and generosity. 

Whilst some Christmas traditions may have 
changed in 2020, we hope this one hasn’t – 
your support will help us to continue to fund 
research and support millions of people with 
heart and circulatory diseases at a time when 
they really need us.

� ank you for your support.
Dr Charmaine Gri�  ths, chief executive, 

British Heart Foundation.

As we re� ect on 2020 and wonder what 2021 might have in store for us, this week’s 
photograph, taken by Elizabeth McTaggart in early October last year, seems apt.
Taken from Saddell Bay, it shows the Antony Gormley sculpture GRIP looking re� ective-
ly across the Kilbrannan Sound and Firth of Clyde towards Alisa Craig and the Ayrshire 
coast. If you have a photograph you would like to share, please email it to editor@
campbeltowncourier.co.uk or send it via the Courier’s Facebook page.

GETINVOLVED
email:editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

issuu.com/caskstillmagazine

Take a look at the 
latest issues 

of Cask & Still 
magazines, and 

previous issues for 
FREE at:

ISSUE TEN   |  FREEISSUE TEN   |  FREE

WATER OF LIFEWATER OF LIFEThe three brothers who pillaged 16 West Coast distilleries

001_CS11.indd   1

09/12/2019   09:08:38

LoveWhisky?

THE NEW APP 
FROM CASK & 

STILL MAGAZINE
#ScottishWhiskyTrail

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAYDOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY
START EXPLORING!
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN COURIER AND ADVERTISER:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Around the markets
United Auctions, Stirling, 
Sunday December 27: sold 
7,417 prime sheep, comprising 
6,664 new season lambs selling 
to average 219.42p and 753 
ewes and rams.

New Season Lambs (6,664) – 
Harviesmailing (BTex) £124.00; 
Groan (BTex) £123.00 x2, 
£121.00 and £120.00; Ballechin 
(BTex) £120.00; Groan, Newton 
of Crathie & Hallhill (Tex) 
£119.00; Victoria (Tex) £116.00; 
Isle Cottage (Tex) £115.00; 
Little Raith (Blue Tex) £110.00; 
Pittenkerrie (Suf) £112.00; Easter 
Ochtermuthill (Suf) £109.00; 
Little Raith (Suf) £108.00 and 
£107.50; South Flanders (Suf) 
£107.00; Colony (Chev) £103.00; 
Westwood and Victoria (Chev) 
£102.00; Wardhead and Mead-
ow� eld (Chev) £101.50; Sauchrie 
Mains (Mule) £99.50; Easter 
Craigduckie (Mule) £95.50; 
Drumtee and Easter Bucklyvie 
(Mule) £95.00; South Hill of 
Drips (Cha) £97.50; Glenfernate 
(BF) £96.50; Pittenkerrie and 
Glenfernate (BF) £96.00; Pitcairn 

(BF) £95.00; Dunruchan (BF) 
£94.50.

New Season Lambs (6,664) 
– Wardhead (Tex) 295.00ppk; 
Hallhill (Tex) 277.00ppk and 
261.00ppk; Carse of Trowan 
(Tex) £261.00ppk; Harviesmail-
ing (BTex) 282.00ppk; Ballechin 
(BTex) 273.00ppk; Harviesmail-
ing and Groan (BTex) 267.00ppk; 
Tay and Torridon (Cross) 
246.00ppk; Lathockar (Chev) 
240.00ppk x2 & 232.00ppk; 
West Mains (Chev) 231.00ppk; 
Lathockar (Chev/Mule) 
238.00ppk; Cairntack (Chev/
Mule) 224.00ppk x2; Easter 
Ochtermuthill (Suf) 237.00ppk; 
Meikle Camoquhill (Suf) 
229.00ppk; Newton of Crathie 
(Suf) 228.00ppk; Milnbank 
(Blue Tex) 231.00ppk; Newton 
of Crathie (BF) 224.00ppk; 
Croftintygan (BF) 222.00ppk; 
Allanfauld (BF) 221.00ppk; 
Drumtee and Remony (Mule) 
215.00ppk; Newton of Crathie 
(Mule) 214.00ppk.

Ewes (753) – Hatton Knowe 
(Tex) £160.00; Nethermill 

(Tex) £150.00; West Lundie 
(Tex) £148.00; Allanfauld (Tex) 
£147.00; Over Finlarg (TexX) 
£138.00; Nethermill (TexX) 
£134.00; Newton of Collessie 
(Cont) £130.00 & £123.00; West 
Lundie (BTex) £117.00 and 
£115.00; Broadleys (BFL) £115.00; 
Over Finlarg (Cha) £111.00; Cran-
shaws (Suf) £110.00; Nethermill 
(Suf) £106.00; Wester Kepdowrie 
(SufX) £97.00; Muirend (SufX) 
£96.00; Hill of Errol (Chev/
Mule) £96.00; Over Finlarg 
(Chev) £92.00 and £89.50; 
Pittenkerrie (Chev) £89.00; 
Over Finlarg and Nethermill 
(Mule) £90.00; Highholm (Mule) 
£88.00; Newton of Collessie 
(Mule) £86.00; Coulshill (BF) 
£78.00; Over Finlarg (BF) £76.50; 
Gannochy (BF) £74.00; Newton 
of Crathie (BF) £72.50.

Tups – Coulshill (Tex) £140.00; 
West Mains (Tex) £129.00; West 
Lethans (Tex) £122.00; West 
Lethans (BTex) £104.00 and 
£102.00; Madrissa (Suf) £89.00; 
Wester Coldrain (Cha) £88.00; 
Kerry Cottage (BF) £73.00

NFUS welcomes EU trade deal 
but it is not all good news
� e announcement that a 
trade deal between the UK 
and the EU has been agreed 
just days before the end of the 
transition period is a great 
relief to Scotland’s farmers 
and cro� ers and the wider 
food chain.

Since the EU referendum 
four-and-a-half years ago, 
NFU Scotland has been 
resolute in its belief that a ‘no 
deal’, and the introduction of 
swingeing tari� s on key agri-
cultural products would have 
been a disaster for the sector.

� e detail of the deal, con-
tained within a 2,000-page 
document, must be scrutinised 
and receive parliamentary 
approval. 

It does o� er a platform for 
trade with the EU, but it is 

unlikely to be frictionless.  
Trade will inevitably involve 
signi� cant levels of bureaucra-
cy, additional cost and delays, 
particularly in early January 
whilst new systems at the 
borders bed in.

In addition, the decision by 
the EU to grant third country 
listing status to the UK on 
December 23 and approve ex-
ports of meat, dairy and other 
products of animal origin is 
seen as crucial. Scottish red 
meat exports to the EU alone 
are worth more than £80 
million.

However, the trade deal has 
failed Scotland’s internation-
ally recognised seed potato 
industry.  

From January 1 it will not be 
possible for Scottish seed pota-

toes to be exported to the EU. 
As an EU member state, 

Britain exported around 
30,000t of seed potatoes, 
worth £13.5 million, to 
mainland Europe each year 
and the majority of these were 
high-health stocks grown in 
Scotland. 

� ere is also signi� cant trade 
with Northern Ireland that 
is now at risk, although great 
e� orts have been made by the 
seed potato trade to export 
earlier to beat the December 
31 deadline. 

NFU Scotland has created 
a step-by-step Brexit prepar-
edness resource for members 
to ensure they have made all 
necessary preparations. To 
view, visit www.nfus.org.uk/
policy/brexit.aspx

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323
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SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTEDWANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440
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PUBLIC NOTICES

CATTLEMAN
The Rannoch Trust seeks Cattleman for 

a small herd on Rannoch Moor.
Permanent post; good accommodation; 

other estate duties.
Experience with cattle essential.

Apply in writing to: 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch, Rannoch Barracks, 

Rannoch Station, Perthshire, PH17 2QE
or by e-mail to: 

lordpearsonofrannoch@gmail.com;
giving references and experience with cattle [essential].

RECRUITMENT
Argyll and Bute Council

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR REFUSE AND 
RECYCLING COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS

Mid Argyll
Refuse collections due on Friday 25th December will be collected on 
Monday 28th December.
Refuse collections due on Friday 1st January will be collected on 
Monday 4th January.
Commercial glass collections due on Friday 25th December will be 
collected on Sunday 27th December.
All other days will be collected as normal. 
Lingerton recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 25th/26th 
December and 1st/2nd January.

Kintyre
Refuse collections due on Friday 25th December will be collected on 
Sunday 27th December.
Refuse collections due on Friday 1st January will be collected on 
Sunday 3rd January.
Kintyre Recycling collections due on Monday 4th January will be 
collected on Friday 8th January.
Commercial glass collections due on Sunday 27th Dec/3rd Jan will be 
collected on Monday 28th Dec/4th Jan.
All other days will be collected as normal.
The Roading recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 
25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January.
Information is also available from the  
Council website.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/02144/LIB Refurbishment works to existing 

courtyard store, including 
removal of existing collapsed 
roof, replacement and repairs to 
roof, replacement extract duct 
and terminal and installation of 
door (retrospective)

Store At 10 Cross 
Street, 
Campbeltown, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA28 6HU

20/02178/PP Erection of meteorological mast 
(up to 100 metres high)

Land 1.5km North 
West Of Ladyfield 
Cottage, Ladyfield 
Forest, Inveraray, 
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our 
ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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CLASSIFIEDS
METALS WANTED

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

DIGITAL PHOTO EDITINGGARDEN SERVICES

PERSONAL NOTICES

Modest reward 
o� ered for 

return of parts 
of old musket 

broken up 
and deposited 
at Lingerton 
dump before 
Christmas. 

07534 062829

Happy Diamond wedding 
anniversary to Helen on 

January 7th
Loved you then, 
now and forever.

From Billy, 
Southend



FUNERAL DIRECTORS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@campbeltown courer.co.uk
telephone 01586 554646

Thought for the Week
CHLEIT

JURA

GLENBARR
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Artists get creative in garden 
centre greenhouse venue
Chleit Art Group was able to meet in the weeks 
before Christmas thanks to the ‘great generosi-
ty’ of Zo� a and Paul Sloan at Glenbarr Stores.

Not only did they allow the artists to meet in 
their greenhouse, outside their café and garden 
centre, but they added an extra table to allow 
them to physically distance.

Group member Pauline Simson told the 
Courier: ‘� ey put in an extra picnic table so 
that we could stay two metres apart and be in 
our groups of two. Now that the café is closing 
until April, we will continue to encourage each 
other by sending pictures of paintings that we 
are working on online.’

Members of the group, which normally meets 
in Chleit Church Hall on Monday mornings, 
hope to meet outside again when warmer and 
drier weather returns.

Are there any familiar faces 
in this school photograph?
A woman is appealing for information a� er 
� nding an old school photograph while sorting 
through her late father’s belongings.

Anne Du�  thinks the image, which was among 
her dad Ian MacDonald’s things, may have been 
taken at Glenbarr Primary School.

Although Anne’s mother, Ina Park, was born 
in Glenbarr and later lived in Clachan with Ian, 
the photograph is not thought to contain any 
family members.

Ian, who died in 2013, was a renowned histo-
rian and genealogist which could be how the 
photograph ended up in his possession, but his 
family wonders if anyone could put any names 
to the faces.

Island � y-tipping concerns
Highlands and Islands MSP Donald Cameron 
and Kintyre and the islands councillor Alastair 
Redman have issued an appeal to people not to 
resort to � y-tipping. � e two elected represent-

atives said there was growing concern about the 
problem, even in small island communities like 
Jura where it has been raised at meetings of the 
community council.

Mr Cameron said: ‘We all appreciate that 
the Covid restrictions may be causing some 
problems for people trying to dispose of bulky 
waste items but they absolutely must not resort 
to � y-tipping.

‘It is unsightly, potentially hazardous, and 
extremely unneighbourly.’

Councillor Redman added: ‘� is is under-
standably causing a lot of upset locally. I am also 
concerned that our council waste disposal sta�  
are being le�  with a growing problem to sort 
out. It’s not fair on them or on anyone else and it 
really needs to stop happening.’

Some of the group’s latest artwork. 

Clockwise from left: Pauline Simson, Libby 
Kerr, Denise Crawford, Linda Bryce and 
Guste Macalister. 

Do you recognise any faces in this school photograph?

These items were � y-tipped on Jura.

For the past 11 years this column has been 
faithfully written by Marilyn Shedden, who 
has now decided to hang up her digital pen 
and pass on the task to others.

We must thank Marilyn for her dedicated 
work in bringing an upli� ing word to many 
in the area and beyond. Many people will 
have been blessed by her words over the 
years. Our thanks go to her at this time.

New year, new hope
We are all pleased to see the end of 2020. A 
year that saw so many things we took for 
granted taken from us – our normal family 
events, our employment and our interac-
tion with our friends.

In true Kintyre style, we found ways of 
minimising the e� ects of these disruptions 
by using technology, supporting the vul-
nerable and keeping in touch by telephone. 
But it was a scary time for all of us.

When this ‘� ought for the Week’ was in 
the planning stage, we imagined that in our 
corner of Scotland, in Kintyre, we would 
be well rid of strict lockdowns, have a low 
position on the tier system and life would 
be getting back to some sort of normality. 
We are not there yet.

When parents are bringing up children, 
they teach them by repetition – clean your 
teeth; tidy your bedroom; I love you, you 
are special.

God, as our Father, does exactly the same. 
In the Bible, more than 200 times He says: 
‘Do not be afraid’ or phrases that mean this. 
Let us take this truth into the New Year 
with us. Let us all pray that soon we can say 
we are not afraid and what a di� erent year 
2021 is.

‘Away, then all fears. � e Kingdom is safe 
in the King’s hands,’ C H Spurgeon.

 Springbank Evangelical Church, 
Campbeltown.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser



NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings are 
closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you informed 

& provide opportunities 
for worship on-line

Please look it up & keep 
in touch

www.northknapdale.org

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
3rd January

Mr Jim Malcolm
11am

Welcome to the fi rst 
Sunday of the New Year
Please note we are open 
under Covid restrictions.

Numbers restricted.
Please phone Mrs M Yuill

01546 510337 to book

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

Very Best wishes for
A Happy Healthy 

New Year
from

Lorne and Lowland 
Church

Rev W Crossan
There will be no service on

3rd or 10th January in 
keeping with

COVID 19 Guidance

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 3rd January 
Skipness Service 10.00am  

- Rev Lyn Peden                                                           
Tarbert service - 11.30am - 

Rev Lyn Peden   
Tarbert Charity No: 

SC002622
Skipness - Charity No: 

SC004280
01880 820158
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CHURCH NOTICES 
CAMPBELTOWN 

COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
11 am

at Kirk Street Hall
All welcome

Pastor Mark Jasper
01586 554 092

pastor@campbeltown-
communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/

campbeltowncommuni-
tychurch

SC043322

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH
Lochgilphead 

Holy Mass: Sunday 10am
All Saints, Inveraray 
Holy Mass: Sunday 

12.30pm
Booking essential due to 

restricted capacity - Email 
or telephone to book

Weekday Mass details 
available on website or by 

email/telephone   
All Masses at St 

Margaret’s are Live 
Streamed via our YouTube 

channel. Link available 
at our website: www.

lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and Facebook Page. 
Fr. Ronald Campbell 

01546 602380
lochgilphead@

rcdai.org.uk
(SCO002876)

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

“The Lord bless you and 
keep you; the Lord make 
his face shine on you and 
be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face towards 
you and give you peace.” 

Numbers 6
verses 24-26

Our building will be 
closed for the next 

two weeks BUT you 
are welcome to join 

our online Praise and 
Worship Zoom Service 

on Sunday, 3 rd January 
2021 at 11am

To join us online send 
your email address to 

offi  cespringbankchurch@
gmail.com

for an invitation to 
Sunday’s Zoom meeting
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/

springbankchurch
Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 3rd January 
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in 

place
If we can be of any 

assistance to anyone 
during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046 

Major Ruth Russell
 Scottish Charity Number SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Friday 1st January
11am New Year’s Day 

Service
Sunday 3rd January

11.15am Worship Service
Rev Rodger Crooks

4.00pm Sunday School 
(by Zoom)

Wednesday 6th January
12.00 noon Prayer & 

Bible Study
Covid-19 guidelines apply

All welcome
www.campbeltownfree-

church.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: 

SC046745

DEATH
MCNAUGHT - It is 
with great sorrow that 
we announce the passing 
of Douglas McNaught, 
cherished father to 
Graeme & Carolyn, 
dearly loved Grandad to 
Laura & Mark, Father-
in-law to Sally and Chris 
and loving husband to 
the late Margaret 
McNaught. Naval Architect 
(Campbeltown Shipyard), 
golfer, dancer and DIYer 
extraordinaire. Funeral 
at Cardross Crematorium 
� ursday January 7, 
2021. Family � owers only 
please though donations 
welcome at justgiving.
c o m / f u n d r a i s i n g /
douglasmcnaught in aid
of Marie Curie.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BURKE - � e family 
of the late Denis Burke, 
would like to thank 
everyone for the many 
kind expressions of 
sympathy and support 
received in their recent 
sad loss. Special thanks 
to all his friends for the 
respect shown to him 
and to the villagers of 
Clachan who showed 
their support in following 

the cortege to Clachan 
Cemetery, thanks also to 
piper John Hunt for his 
renderings and to Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors 
for professional services 
and personal touch.
MACEACHERN - 
Donald, David and their 
families would like to 
thank everyone most sin-
cerely for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received in the recent 
sad passing of Isobel. A 
heartfelt thank you to the 
wonderful people who 
provided care and sup-
port, Sarah and Claire,  
Carr Gorm, Ardfenaig 
Care Home, Marie Curie, 
District Nurses and 
medical sta�  of Glenaray 
Ward. We would also like 
to extend our thanks to 
Rev. David Carruthers 
for his personal and com-
forting service; to Donald 
MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for their profes-
sional and compassionate 
services; Morna for her 
beautiful � ower arrange-
ments and to the Lithgow 
family for their friendship 
and kindness shown to 
Isobel. Lastly our thanks 
to all those who paid their 
respects during these 
di�  cult times.

IN MEMORIAMS
GORRIE - In memory of 
a much loved husband, 
father and grandfather, 
John who died on January 
7, 2020. Forever in our 
thoughts.
- Catherine and family.
MACFARLANE /
LORIMER – In loving 
memory of Grampa, 
Granny, Donald Angus, 
Euphie and Tommy.
Forever in our hearts
Love Mhairi, Eric, Tom 
and Eilidh xxx
McCALLUM - Treasured 
memories of James, a 
loving husband, dad, 
grandpa and great-grand-
pa, died January 1, 2017.
Still loved and missed 
every day.
- Matty
Always in our hearts.
Agnes and family, Jim 
and Marie and family.
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SPORTSPORT

Many Kintyre runners will be 
disappointed to have missed 
out on the 2020 Slog in the 
Sand which usually takes run-
ners on a Boxing Day sprint 
along Westport beach.

� e annual event – featuring 
a competitive 10K race and 5K 
fun run – helps athletes beat 
the Boxing Day blues by run-
ning o�  some of the excesses 
of Christmas day, but it could 
not take place this year due to 
Covid-19 restrictions.

� e Campbeltown Running 
Club committee, which organ-
ises the event, had hoped to 
hold a members-only run but 
decided against any planned 

gathering due to the increased 
restrictions.

Last year, more than 30 run-
ners braved the rain and cold 
wind to take part, raising more 
than £100 for the Sunshine 
Room at Campbeltown 
Hospital through entry fees.

Stuart McGeachy was the 
� rst man home in a time of 
39.43 minutes, with Dom 
Sharkey second (40.32) and 
Ewan Smith third (40.55).

� e � rst woman to cross the 
line, and in seventh placed 
overall, was Jennifer Campbell 
in 47.40 minutes, with Mairi 
Littleson second (47.47) and 
Fiona Cook third (50.46).

While some will be disap-
pointed the 2020 event was 
cancelled, others may have 
been glad of the guilt-free 
opportunity to indulge in 
some le� -over turkey and � zz 
instead of trudging along the 
beach in o� en cold and wet 
conditions.

Castlehill Primary School 
pupils held their own festive 
running event, completing a 
5K run around the playground 
during a Santa dash.

Many of the pupils wore 
Christmas jumpers and festive 
hats for the event which took 
place before the schools broke 
up for the festive break.

Golfers ‘meat’ 
for Christmas 
competition
Strong winds and a heavy 
shower made things di�  cult 
for Dunaverty Golf Club 
members as they battled 
to win the traditional prize 
of a joint of meat in the 
club’s annual Christmas 
competition.

Early starter Bill Brannigan 
� nished his round with a 
respectable nett 63 and 
looked a winner until Mat-
thew Ralston, who � nished 
third last year, showed a huge 
improvement in his game by 
posting a spectacular nett 58 
to leave the leader trailing in 
his wake.

Due to his fourth place in 
the December medal, Kieran 
McGeachy’s handicap came 
down by two strokes but 
this didn’t stop him from 
producing another good 
round to equal Bill’s 63 but a 
better inward half moved him 
into second place. George 
MacMillan had the best 
scratch score when he carded 
a 71.

This event is the � rst of 
a two-round competition, 
the second of which is the 
New Year competition. The 
combined nett score of these 
will determine the winner.

The added incentive in 
the New Year event is the 
opportunity to win the 
coveted Taylor Tankard which 
was donated by the Taylor 
family. Alistair McConnachie, 
winner for the last two years, 
will be going all-out to 
achieve a hat-trick of wins.

Christmas competition 
results: 1 Matthew Ralston 
81-23=58; 2 Kieran McGeachy 
89-26=63 (bih); 3 Bill 
Brannigan 78-15=63; 4 Bobby 
Dalziel 77-10=67; 5 Haydn 
Chambers 74-5=69; 6 Sandy 
Watson 81-11=70 (bih).

Pupils complete Santa 
dash as 2020 Slog in 
the Sand cancelled

Many pupils wore festive 
hats as they completed the 
fun run.

Santa himself even took part 
in the 2018 Slog in the Sand. 

P6 pupils from Castlehill Primary School about to set o�  on their 5K Santa dash. 
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