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Arran Medical Group has 
introduced a radical new 
method for patients to make 
contact with their GPs.

� ey have launched an 
online system called eConsult, 
which has been introduced on 
a trial basis. 

� e aim is to improve access 
for patients as they can send 
an eConsult around the clock 
which is then forwarded to the 
attention of a GP or advanced 
nurse practitioner.

� e pandemic has seen a 
huge change to the way patient 
treatment is administered not 
just on Arran, but across the 
country. 

Telephone consultations are 
the now the norm, with visits 
to the surgery still extremely 
limited.

Now there is an attempt to 
move more care online. eCon-
sult is a clever bit of so� ware 
that allows you to quickly and 
safely get help and advice from 
the practice online, for free, 
from anywhere the patient 

Louie Ross has 
proved he is 
something of a 
maths genius. 
The Lamlash 
primary pupil 
answered all 
1,000 ques-
tions correctly 
in a national 
Sumdog 
competition 
– one of only 
six pupils who 
achieved this 
out of nearly 
25,500 entries. 
For the full 
story turn to 
page four.

Sum of Louie’s achievements? Top of the class!
may � nd themselves. It is a 
form-based online consulta-
tion platform, which should 
only take three or four minutes 
to complete. It collects your 
medical or administrative 
request and sends it through 
to the practice to triage and 
decide on the right care for the 
patient.

By submitting an eConsult 
the doctors can make sure 
every patient gets the right 
care, saving appointments for 
those that need them. Using   
eConsult also means freeing 
up the phone line for those 
who are not able to use the 
internet.

Dr Andrew Gaw of Arran 
Medical Group said: ‘� e idea 
is that it will improve patient 
access to medical care but 

also help patients � nd more 
information about their con-
dition and/or symptoms and 
how they can use pharmacies 
or over the counter remedies if 
appropriate.

‘� e Covid-19 pandemic has 
thrown up many logistical 
challenges for healthcare and 
as a practice we are looking 
into ways to make sure we are 
doing our very best for our pa-
tients.  eConsult aims to make 
sure patients are seen within 
an appropriate timescale and 
let us discuss di� erent ways to 
manage their symptoms.

‘Our main priority is to make 
sure that we continue caring 
for our patients despite the 
Covid-19 pandemic which has 
inevitably changed the way 
patients interact with their 
doctors.

‘We welcome any feedback 
during this trial period and an 
in-depth review will take place 
in the autumn/winter into how 
e� ective it has been.

It can accessed through the 
Arran Medical Group by click-
ing the link on their website: 
www.arranmedical.co.uk

‘The idea is it will 
improve patient access 
to medical care...
to make sure we are 
doing our very best...’

Arran doctors now on call 
round the clock to patients

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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ARRAN’S ONLY LOCAL ESTATE AGENCY

ARE YOU CONSIDERING SELLING YOUR HOME?
WHY NOT GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE,NO OBLIGATION

PRE-SALE VALUATION OF YOUR HOME

John Thomson Construction Ltd

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk    |     01770 600 242    | 

HOUSE BUILDING | CONSTRUCTION | HAULAGE | AGGREGATES | PLANT HIRE

Main Office: Mon ‐ Fri 8am – 5pm
Building Materials & Petrol Station @ Lamlash Yard: 

Mon – Fri 8am – 4.30pm  
Strict social distancing & face mask requirements apply. 

Card payments and orders accepted by phone.

01770 600 328   |   admin@lamlashgarage.co.uk     |             Lamlash Garage

Park Terrace, Lamlash, KA27 8NB

Open Mon – Fri 8am – 5pm
All vehicle makes serviced & repaired. 

Car & Motorcycle MOT Testing.

Strict social distancing & face mask requirements apply. 
Appointment bookings & card payments accepted by phone. 
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�e MV Isle of Arran is due to 
return to service on the Arran 
route on Tuesday, which will 
bring much-needed capacity 
to the summer ferry service.

�is was con�rmed to 
members of the Arran Ferry 
Committee at a virtual meet-
ing on Monday where they 
were supported by re-elected 
MSP Kenneth Gibson and 
senior representatives from 
CalMac.

�e MV Isle of Arran has 
missed the �rst three weeks 
of the two-ferry Ardrossan 
to Brodick summer timetable 
as it was re-deployed to help 
on the Ullapool to Stornoway 
route, badly a�ecting the 
tourist trade.

Key discussion at the meet-
ing was around the availability 
of capacity with many sailings, 
particularly at weekends, 
already pre-booked. Until 
social distancing rules change,  

capacity is seriously limited. 
�e group has asked that 
regulations be reviewed to 
ensure consistency with other 
transport providers.

AFC had agreed at the April 
meeting that, due to the low 
uptake of short demand, they 

would accept a trial period to 
move to allow 10 per cent of the 
capacity for foot passengers to 
be reserved. A group spokes-
person said: ‘Unfortunately, 
we were advised that the 
discussions with CalMac and 
Transport Scotland had result-

ed in a change which allocated 
eight places per sailing on the 
Caledonian Isles due to the 
low take up of last year across 
the network. �is was robustly 
challenged and CalMac will 
review this decision speci�cal-
ly for the Arran services. �e 
demand will be monitored, 
and any revision will be based 
on this analysis. We would 
encourage anyone who wishes 
to travel at short notice but 
cannot get a booking in ad-
vance to contact the port o�ce 
and register their need.’

It was con�rmed that the 
process for medical ap-
pointments has not changed 
and residents should not be 
impacted by these changes. 

Residents requiring travel to 
attend medical care should 
use the process introduced 
last year where they can travel 
as foot passengers and will be 
provided with a taxi to their 
destination and return to 
the ferry terminal. �e fares 
will require to be paid by the 
passengers at time of travel, 
but cost will be reimbursed by 
CalMac.

See www.calmac.co.uk/
urgent-medical-appointments

�e question of resilience 
was also discussed at length 
with CalMac and Mr Gibson  
with demands that additional 
capacity must be sourced 
and soon. �e group will 
request a meeting with the 
new Minister whenever the 
position is announced and 
seek commitments that vessels 
or crew are provided to ensure 
a reliable and capable service 
which meets the demands 

of customers. A decision is 
awaited on the group’s request 
to route Friday sailings to 
Campbeltown via Brodick 
which will add capacity at 
peak time.

AFC have met regularly 
through the Covid restrictions 
to represent the views of the 
community and, as social dis-
tancing restrictions continue,  
they have agreed to postpone 
their AGM until later this year 
when hopefully it will be pos-
sible to have an open meeting. 
�e group will publish a date 
as soon as regulations allow.

CalMac also con�rmed to 
the Banner this week that the 
MV Isle of Arran would return 
to service on the Brodick route 
as planned on Tuesday.

CalMac makes second ferry return 
pledge but capacity worries remain

The MV Isle of Arran is due 
back in Brodick on Tuesday. 
01_B36ferry

S U B S C R I B E
www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscriptions

Life returns to normal as 
vaccine rollout continues
Life will return to a bit more 
like normality on Arran next 
week.

Most pubs, hotels and 
restaurants, shops and other 
businesses will be almost 
fully re-opened allowing the 
welcome return of customers 
to enjoy their full range of 
services.

�e island is already much 
busier following the re-open-
ing of tourism last month and 
the move to level 2 restrictions 
in North Ayrshire, while still 
high, is certainly a welcome 
sign things are moving in the 
right direction.

�ere will also be delight 
across the island as families 
are able to reunite both here 
and on the mainland with the 
easing of restrictions.

Meanwhile, the mass vacci-
nation programme steps up a 
gear on Arran next weekend 
when the under-5os will be 
invited to roll up their sleeves 
for their vaccination against 
Covid-19.

�e latest vaccinations will 
take place at Arran High 
School on Saturday May 22  
and it means by the end of the 
month all adults, over the age 

of 18, will  have had the chance 
to have their �rst Covid jab.

It follows the clinic last 
Saturday which saw the re-
mainder of the over-50s, and 
those with underlying medical 
conditions, receive their sec-
ond jab, putting Arran ahead 
of the mainland rollout.

�e NHS Ayrshire & Arran 
mass vaccination programme 
currently uses two of the three 
Covid-19 vaccines approved 
for use in the UK - P�zer 
BioNTech and Oxford/ 
AstraZeneca. More than 
200,000 people have had at 
least one dose of these vaccines 
in Ayrshire and more than 
100,000 are now fully vacci-
nated, having had both doses.

�e Joint Committee 
on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI) has 
issued updated advice 
which relates to the Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccine.

NHS Ayrshire & Arran 
interim director of public 
health Lynne McNiven said: 
‘Our local mass vaccination 
programme is closely follow-
ing the advice and guidance 
set out by the Medicines 
and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency, JCVI and 
the Scottish Government. 
Where possible, people under 
the age of 40 in Ayrshire and 
Arran will be o�ered the P�zer 
BioNTech vaccine, subject to 
supply.

‘�ere will be people in this 
age group locally who have 
already received one dose of 
Oxford/AstraZeneca. �ese 
people should still come 
forward for their second dose 
of the same vaccine when 
o�ered an appointment, as 
there are currently no safety 
concerns regarding rare blood 
clot events with second doses. 
More than 16 million second 
doses have already been given 
across the UK.’
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Kenneth Gibson has retained 
the Cunninghame North seat 
for the SNP.

He secured nearly half of 
all the votes cast for the four 
candidates in the constituency 
and returns to the Scottish 
Parliament in the seat he has 
now held for 14 years.

Katy Clark, who for 10 years 
until 2015 was the Labour MP 
for North Ayrshire, has been 
elected on the West Scotland 
regional list. Now a life peer, 
Baroness Clark of Kilwinning 
will have to divide her time 
between Holyrood and the 
House of Lords.

Despite having a local can-
didate on the West Scotland 
regional list, Arran councillor 
Ellen McMaster, the Alba 
Party secured just 816 votes 
in the area, and with just 1.7 
per cent of the regional ballot 
across the country failed to 
return any MSPs.

� e percentage turnout for 
Cunninghame North was 64.7 
per cent – this compares to 
57.4 per cent  in the previous 
Scottish parliamentary election 
held in 2016. � e total number 
of votes cast was 37,343.

Mr Gibson got a 49 per cent 
share of the vote down 2.9 per 
cent from 2016 but his support 
on Arran was higher, his team 
said, ranging between 55 and 
65 per cent.

He told the Banner: ‘A� er a 
Scottish Parliament election in 
which more people than ever 
exercised their right to vote, I 
was delighted to be re-elected 
as the MSP for Cunninghame 
North so decisively.

‘In a hard-fought campaign, 
we faced challenging circum-
stances. Nevertheless, we 
polled more votes than the 
Tories and Labour combined 
and our vote increased in this 
constituency for the fourth 
consecutive Holyrood election.

‘I truly appreciate the over-
whelming trust my island 
constituents have placed in me 
and the SNP government.

‘Representing the people and 
communities of Arran is a 
privilege I will never take for 
granted as I continue working 
hard to the best of my ability.

‘Arran faces many issues, 
from the ongoing ferry sit-
uation to the lack of enough 

a� ordable housing and I am 
determined to ensure that 
we deliver positive solutions 
as soon as possible, with a 
meeting of myself, the Isle of 
Arran Ferry Committee and 
the new ferries minister – once 
he/she is appointed – top of the 
agenda.’

Former ferries minister 
Paul Wheelhouse failed to get 

re-elected on the regional list.
‘Across Scotland 64 of 

129 MSPs are SNP, almost 
matching the 65 of the other 
four parties combined. Pro-
independence MSPs number 
72, a clear mandate to take 
Scotland forward to another 
independence referendum, 
once we have fully recovered 
from the Covid-19 pandemic.  
We will now focus on that 
recovery.

‘As purdah is now over, MSPs 
can again take up even non-ur-
gent new cases. As ever, please 
don’t hesitate to email me on 
kenneth.gibson.msp@parlia-
ment.scot or call 01294 833687 
if I can assist in any way.

‘As yet, MSPs are not permit-
ted to reopen our o�  ces to the 
public. However, I will do so 
as soon as I am allowed to and 
island surgeries will resume 
therea� er.’

Seven MSPs were elected 
through the West Scotland 
region ballot and across the re-

gion 378,389 votes were cast, 
representing a 67.2 per cent 
turnout.

Candidates elected to serve 
in the Scottish Parliament 
were: Neil Bibby, Scottish 
Labour Party; Russell Findlay, 
Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party; Katy Clark, 
Scottish Labour Party; Jamie 
Greene, Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party; Ross 
Greer, Scottish Green Party; 
Paul O’Kane, Scottish Labour 
Party and Pam Gosal, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist 
Party.

Mr Greene has thanked 
voters in Cunninghame North 
and across West Scotland for 
re-electing him as a list MSP, 
despite failing to win the 
constituency seat. He received 
10,451 votes in Cunninghame 
North, with a 28.1 per cent 
share of the vote – an increase 
of 3.5 per cent on his 2016 
result and the best ever result 
for a Scottish Conservative 
candidate in the constituency.

Mr Greene says he will work 
tirelessly for all residents and 
will work constructively to 
help address the challenges 
facing North Ayrshire, putting 
party politics aside.

He said: ‘I would like to thank 
everyone who supported me in 
North Ayrshire and I will once 
again work tirelessly as a List 
MSP to be a strong voice for 
our local area. However, it can-
not be business as usual and I 
will be watching [Mr Gibson] 
and the SNP government like 
a hawk to ensure that they 
deliver for our local area.

‘� is means tackling the 
ferries � asco, addressing the 
shockingly high rates of poverty 
and reducing drugs deaths – a 

Kenneth goes back to 
Holyrood after decisive win
Former MP Katy and Jamie back on regional MSP list

Kenneth Gibson, 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP): 18,227

Jamie Greene, Scottish 
Conservative and 
Unionist Party: 10,451

Katy Clark, Scottish 
Labour Party: 7,536

Ruby Kirkwood, Scottish 
Liberal Democrats: 967

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk Cunninghame 

North 
constituency 
result:

Kenneth Gibson is returned as 
Cunninghame North MSP. 

Katy Clark has been returned on the 
West Scotland regional list. 

Jamie Green is back on the West 
Scotland regional list. 

divisive independence referen-
dum cannot be the priority.’

� e SNP won eight constitu-
ency seats out of 10 in the West 

Scotland region which means it 
did not pick up any additional 
seats on the regional list despite 
getting the most votes.

‘Pro-independence 
MSPs number 72, a 
clear mandate to take 
Scotland forward to 
another independence 
referendum’
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Lamlash Primary School 
has had great success taking 
part in Sumdog competitions 
recently.

Sumdog is a way to play 
online maths games and there 
are both North Ayrshire and 
national competitions.

Last week, Lamlash were 
successful again in the North 
Ayrshire Sumdog competition 
coming � rst and third. � is 
is the � � h time Lamlash has 
come � rst in this competition 
in recent times.

More than 900 pupils across 

North Ayrshire took part in 
the competition at the end of 
April, including pupils in P6/7 
and P4/5 at Lamlash primary. 
Louie Ross (P7) came � rst for 
the fourth time and Warran 
Jackson P7 came second for 
the third time.

� e P6 and 7 class have really 
enjoyed the competitions and 
encouraged the P4 and 5 class 
to try to knock them o�  the 
top spot. Lamlash also had 
four pupils in the top 10: Louie 
Ross, Warran Jackson, Shaila 
Campbell and Jack Smith.

In March 2021, the P6/7 
class also entered the national 
competition and, as reported 
on the front page, Louie Ross 
answered all 1,000 questions 
correct - one out of only six 
pupils who achieved this out of 
the 25,484 pupils who entered.  
P6/7 came a very respectable 
21st place out of 6,005 classes 
entered.

Lamlash primary pupils who 
have achieved success in the 
Sumdog competitions.

Lamlash prove they are Sumdog champions

� e many dog walkers on 
Arran are being urged to 
support the Paws on Plastic 
initiative which is being run 
throughout May by picking 
up at least two pieces of litter 
when out walking their dogs, 
writes Colin Smeeton.

� e call from the Scottish 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (SSPCA)  
comes a� er an increase in 
calls about incidents involving 
animals and discarded rubbish 
on the island and across the 
country.

Scottish SPCA chief superin-
tendent Mike Flynn said: ‘We 
get countless reports every 
year of animals ingesting or 
becoming trapped or caught 

Arran dog walkers urged to 
support Paws on Plastic

Paws on Plastic founder 
Marion Montgomery on the 
beach with her two dogs.

in litter or discarded � shing 
wire. Some litter is a choking 
hazard or can cause damage 
and restrict an animal’s 
ability to eat which can lead to 
starvation. Animals can also 

ingest rubbish which can be 
fatal. We issue guidance and 
advice to the public asking 
them to be responsible around 
wild animals through our 
#WildlifeWise programme. 

� e Paws on Plastic project is a 
fantastic extension of this and 
highlights the dangers litter 
can pose.

‘We fully support Paws on 
Plastic and encourage people 
to take part. � e positive e� ect 
it will have for wildlife and 
local communities will be 
tremendous.’

Paws on Plastic was started 
by environmental enthusiast 
Marion Montgomery who 
began the non-pro� t enter-
prise from her home as a way 
to combat the harmful e� ects 
of litter, in particular plastic. 

Marion said: ‘I started Paws on 
Plastic to help protect animals 
from the dangers of litter. As a 
responsible dog owner, I was 
walking my dogs with spare 
poo bags in my pocket and 
o� en noticed the same pieces 
of rubbish every day.

‘It really just came to me 
that if I removed it, it made a 
di� erence and it could save a 
life. It’s just fantastic so many 
dog owners have joined the 
cause and wish to do their own 
wee bit to protect animals and 
our precious environment. 
� e beauty of it is that it only 
takes a minute when we’re 
out walking anyway but with 
20,000 of us, it really does add 
up - to more than 30 million 

pieces a year in fact. Our aim 
is that it becomes a normal 
part of an everyday dog walk. 
All we ask is for a couple of 
pieces on every walk so it only 
takes a minute and is open to 
everyone, regardless of age or 
physical ability. � e bonus is 
that it has a double e� ect as 
studies show that when streets 
are clean, less litter is actually 
dropped as you remove the 
easy excuse that ‘everyone does 
it’. I’d encourage dog owners 
across Scotland to join us.’

� e Paws on Plastic initiative 
extends to walkers and every-
one else whose e� orts can help 
to clean up their communities 
while also taking care of its 
animals.
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It’s OK to Ask healthcare 
campaign launched
Scotland’s national health 
information service, NHS in-
form, is encouraging patients 
to ask questions about their 
care and treatment in a new 
campaign called It’s OK to 
Ask, writes Colin Smeeton.

� e campaign is designed to 
encourage conversations be-
tween patients and healthcare 
professionals so that patients 
can be better informed and 
make better decisions regard-
ing their health.

NHS 24’s Head of Pharmacy 
Dr John McAnaw said: ‘It’s 
happened to us all - you come 
out of a healthcare appoint-
ment realising the questions 
you forgot to ask or worrying 
over the questions you wanted 
to ask but didn’t.

‘� is new campaign encour-
ages a little bit of forward 
planning around what you’d 
like to know about your care 
from your healthcare profes-
sional. Before an appointment 
or discussion, take some time 
to think about what you’d like 

to know about your treatment 
Some handy questions are: 
What are the bene� ts of my 
treatment?; what are the risks 
of my treatment?; are there 
other treatments I can try; 
what if I do nothing?

� ese kind of questions can 
help you feel more involved in 
decisions about your care and 
give you con� dence in follow-
ing your healthcare plan. 

‘Your healthcare profes-
sional is happy to answer any 
questions you might have, as 
they know it’s better to have 
patients who are content and 
informed about their next 
steps. Simply by being more 
involved, you’ll be able to 
make better decisions about 
your own care.’

� e It’s OK to Ask campaign 
is supported by NHS Scotland 
and will be featured on social 
media channels and radio 
broadcasts. Further informa-
tion about the campaign can 
be found at www.nhsinform.
scot/oktoask

People on Arran are to get  
more access to fresh local pro-
duce in a project that will also 
help to create two new jobs on 
the island.

Woodside Arran CIC secured 
up to £30,000 from Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) 
to help expand their activities 
by creating a fresh produce 
vending machine in Brodick.

� e social enterprise was 
formed in May 2017 by hus-
band and wife team Andy and 
Jenny Macdonald at their farm 
near Kildonan. � eir initial 
aims were to address the lack 
of local fresh produce available 
on the island and create a 
diverse local food network for 
residents and visitors.

New posts
� is project will generate a 

turnover of almost £56,000 
by 2022/23, which will allow 
Woodside to further develop 
their farm and to provide two 
new full-time posts by 2022.

HIE’s � nancial assistance will 
help Woodside’s recovery from 
the impact of the pandemic, 
when all their e� orts and 
resources were concentrated 
on providing emergency food 
for local people between April 
and September. � is e� ort was 
also supported by HIE through 
an award of £31,000 from the 
Supporting Communities 
Fund.

Morag Goodfellow, HIE area 
manager for Argyll and the 
Islands, said: ‘Over the course 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

Social enterprise puts 
fresh produce on menu

Jenny and Andy 
Macdonald at 
Woodside Farm 
last year. 01_B26farm01. 
Below left, � elds 
of fresh fruit and 
vegetables at 
Woodside Farm 
and, below, an 
array of fresh 
produce from 
Woodside Farm. 

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Woodside Arran has played a 
pivotal role in providing food 
for members of the Arran 
community. � ese latest plans, 
to provide fresh produce from 
a vending machine in Brodick, 
will take Woodside to the next 
stage in its growth. � e move 
will create jobs and make 
a positive contribution to 
people living on Arran. We are 

pleased to provide this support 
and look forward to continu-
ing to work with the company.’

Jenny added: ‘Woodside 
Arran is delighted to receive 
funding from HIE towards 
creating the new fresh produce 
vending machine for Arran.   
Since we started the organisa-
tion, we have tried many ways 
to make local food as conven-

ient as possible and feel that 
the new vending machine will 
allow residents and tourists 
the chance to add local fruit 
and vegetables to their diet in 
a much more convenient and 
easy way.  

‘� is will also allow us to 
focus on the important  job of 
growing as much local produce 
as possible.’

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if 
they have a name, full address and phone number.
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editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Thought for the week

HAVEYOURSAY
emaileditor@arranbanner.co.uk

‘I cried to you for help, O Lord my God, 
and you healed me; you kept me from the 
grave.’ Psalm 30:2

Thoughtless actions
Sir,
So, there’s this pair of oyster catchers nesting on 
the beach above the high water mark. A couple 
see the bird sitting on her eggs and walk her 
o�  the nest, take a picture of the eggs and then 
stand over it (while the eggs cool down) so they 
can send an instagram message ... the nesting 
bird is getting desperate – as if there were not 
enough other dangers mitigating against her 
bringing her brood o� .

Come on visitors, have a thought to what you 
are doing.  It seems that the more sophisticated 
we get with our technology, the more sel� sh and 
stupid we become with our behaviour.  It’s hard 
enough bringing o�  a brood of chicks with all 
the natural predators around, so we really don’t 
need people like this.

Yours,
Rory Cowan,
Kildonan. 

Ferry service reform
Copy of letter sent to Kenneth Gibson MSP
Sir,
Congratulations on your re-election, and I hope 
you will be going out with all guns blazing to 
persuade your government to completely reform 
the ferry service to the Scottish islands.

Good men and good skippers are providing a 
very poor service because of the incompetence 
of  CMAL and your government which by un-
der investment has produced a � eet of old and 
failing vessels.

Fiasco is too weak a word. � is nationalised 
service is not � t for purpose and if the SNP does 
not address the problem in a radical way now, 
not in a few years time, you will completely lose 
the support of island people.

Admitting that a larger number of smaller 
vessels could be the answer would be the start of 

A sign of the times at Home 
Farm shop
One of the most well-known signs on Arran 
is no more.

� e huge white lettering at the front of 
the Home Farm shop and factory of Arran 
Aromatics has � nally been replaced a� er their 
range of cosmetic products were rebranded 
ARRAN Sense of Scotland some time ago.

And that is re� ected in the new sign above 
the front door which also incorporates the 
Arran Aromatics name.

� e old sign was advertised for sale on social 
media this week and snapped up in a few 
minutes.

Out with the old, top 01_B20aromatics01, in with 
the new. The changing signs at Home 
Farm this week. 

a rethink for a nationalised service but if it costs 
the government too much then you will have to 
consider proper competition for the service.

Yours,
John Cruickshank,
Whiting Bay. 

Family reunions welcomed
Sir,
Age Scotland welcomes the easing of lockdown 
restrictions, with indoor visits and overnight 
stays meaning families across Scotland can 
� nally meet again.

� is news will be warmly welcomed by 
millions of families across Scotland, especially 
those who have been cut o�  from their loved 
ones for the best part of a year.

A� er many long and di�  cult months, I’m sure 

there will be many tears of joy when families are 
� nally able to reunite.

While outdoor meetings are already permit-
ted, they aren’t feasible for those who live too far 
away for a day trip or many people with health 
conditions.

Relaxing restrictions on overnight visits 
means hundreds of thousands of people will 
now be able to travel to meet their friends and 
relatives again.

We’ve heard from numerous older people who 
desperately miss their families, and grandpar-
ents who haven’t even met a new grandchild yet.

While phone and video calls can be a lifeline, 
they are no substitute for meeting in person and 
hugging children and grandchildren.

While we’re not yet out of the woods, this is an 
important step on the road back to normality.

� e last year has taken a huge toll on many 
older people’s mental health and wellbeing, with 
soaring levels of loneliness and isolation.

Now that infections are falling, and most older 
people are fully vaccinated, they can now have 
the con� dence to start to pick up their lives 
again.

Any older person can call the Age Scotland 
Friendship Line on 0800 12 44 222 for advice or 
a chat, weekdays between 9am and 5pm.

Yours,
Brian Sloan,
Chief executive of Age Scotland,
Edinburgh.

Good news all round
� ings are looking up on Arran of that 
there is no doubt.

Next week will bring big changes to island 
life on many fronts. 

Starting on Monday pubs, hotels and 
restaurants can really get their season into 
full swing by being able to operate, almost, 
as normal. 

� ere will be lots of family reunions too.
� en Tuesday should see the return of 

the MV Isle of Arran to the Ardrossan to 
Brodick route a� er missing the � rst three 
weeks of the summer timetable.

� is really has been a bitter blow given 
that its redeployment led to cancelled 
bookings which were a huge hit, estimated 
at £500,000 for island businesses, at a time 
when the tourist trade was just getting back 
on its feet.

Given the promises made this week it will 
be a real slap in the face to the island, and 
its fragile economy, if CalMac fails to get it 
back into service on the Arran route.

And the good news doesn’t stop there. 
Next Saturday will see all over-18s on 

Arran receive their � rst Covid vaccine jab, 
which means the entire adult population 
on the island will have received at least one 
protective dose – and all over-50s will have 
had both.

� is is a tremendous achievement and has 
only been possible by the hard work and 
dedication of the Arran Medical Group 
and the entire health and social care part-
nership team on the island.

So good news all round, but let’s not get 
too carried away, we are not completely out 
of the woods yet.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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Daniel McNeil was on Arran last 
weekend on the latest leg of his 
walk around Britain.

Dan is walking the coast of 
Britain to raise funds for the 
SSAFA, the Armed Forces charity.

He started his walk on March 15 
in Dalbeattie, walking clockwise 
around the coast, a distance of 
11,000-plus miles in 553 days.

While on Arran he popped into 
the Big Co-op in Brodick to collect 
a £200 donation for the SSAFA and 
manager Liz Mclean also help him 
out with snacks and water for his 
journey.

SSAFA provides practical, �nan-
cial and emotional support    for 
service personnel, veterans and 
their families.

Dan explained why he was un-
dertaking the walk. 

He said: ‘I served in 19 regiment 
royal artillery. Since returning 
to civilian life it has been tough 
for me dealing with chronic pain, 
depression and anxiety.

‘SSAFA came and helped with 

my bills and li�ed a weight o� my 
shoulders and I can’t thank them 
enough for everything they’ve 
done. It is also a personal journey 
as I was struggling with mental 
health issues. 

‘Lockdown has really challenged 
my mental health, especially not 
having a job and a decent routine.

‘One day it came to me to start 
a walk around the coastline of 
Britain to help those who are 
struggling with civilian life. 

‘I’ve sold everything I own, all 
my materialistic things and I hope 
to have some amazing experiences 
ahead.’

He has already raised nearly 
£2,000 of his £10,000 target and 
anyone who wishes to donate can 
do so at: www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/danwalksuk

 

Commercial insurer NFU Mutual has part-
nered with industry body Scotland Food and 
Drink to launch the third annual Inspirational 
Young Person Award.

�e award aims to highlight not only the 
enormous contribution that young people 
make to Scotland’s food and drink businesses, 
but also the importance of the sector to the 
wider economy.

Entries and nominations are now open, until 
July 31 2021, to uncover inspirational examples 
of talented 16- to 26-year-olds who own, work 
or study in the food and drink sector, and are 
driving the success of the industry in Scotland.

�e �rst, second and third place winners will 
be announced during Scottish Food and Drink 
Fortnight in September and awarded cash 
prizes of £500, £300 and £200 respectively.

In recognition of the challenges the industry 
is currently facing, this year’s judging criteria 
will look to reward young people who have 
adapted their work in the industry to �t the 
changing environment, contributing to the 
resilience of Scotland’s food and drink sector 
during the ongoing crisis.

Submit an entry or make a nomination for 
any individual aged 16-26 who owns, works, 
or studies within a food and drink related 
business, organisation or institution at www.
nfumutual.co.uk 

Co-op boost for Dan on his 
walk round Britain’s coast

Dan thanks Liz at the Co-op in 
Brodick for their donation to his 
enterprise.

In search of 
inspiration
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As the country begins to 
ease out of lockdown, many 
people have continued to 
bene�t from belonging to 
Arran’s new u3a - University 
of the Third Age.
There have been a number 
of ongoing activities and 
regular phone calls have 
been keeping people in 
touch leading to a surprising 
number of new friendships.

Local history 
group
�e local history group, led by 
David Scott, has met on Zoom 
every couple of weeks, with 
eight members sharing their 
enthusiasm for the history of 
the island. �ey have had the 
good fortune to enlist the help 
of experts on topics including 
the story of an abandoned 
settlement at Kilpatrick, the 
Darien expedition, the clear-
ances on Arran and the history 
of ArCaS.

�e main focus of the group 
has been to share interests 
and research. It has delved 
into a wide range of topics 
including shipwrecks around 
Arran, lighthouses, minerals 
and mining, the Holy Isle 
and newspaper reports of the 
island in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Sessions have been 
lively, informative and fun but 
everyone is looking forward 
to meeting personally again 
and organising some outdoor 
activities.

One story the group has 
investigated is the paddle 
steamer the Red Gauntlet 
which ran aground in bad 
weather on an excursion 
round Arran. Islanders waded 
into the water to rescue the 
passengers, all of whom were 

Looking to the 
future after u3a 
groups embrace 
Covid lockdown

saved. �e steamer was �oated 
o� and requisitioned in 1916 
as a minesweeper. It was sold 
in 1919 to a French company 
registered in Algeria.

Genealogy for 
Beginners
�e Genealogy for Beginners 
group, led by George Christie, 
has met regularly during 
lockdown by Zoom.  Members 
have had a thoroughly en-
joyable time, solving each 
other’s problems, learning 
about using DNA to trace new 
relatives, laughing together at 
unbelievable errors in other 

people’s published family trees 
including children born before 
their mothers, following the 
stories of relatives and enjoy-
ing each other’s company.

Useful links and copies of 
informative articles have been 
emailed to the wider group as 
some people have not joined 
in the Zoom sessions. �is 
enabled them to keep up their 
interest and involvement. 
Everyone is looking forward to 
meeting again face to face.

Ukelele Strummers
�e �rst Arran u3a Ukelele 
Strummers, led by Tim 
Howarth, have just started 

and are sure to have lots of fun 
learning and hopefully playing 
at u3a events in the future.

Book group
�e book group, led by Helen 
Mcintosh, only had one 
face-to-face meeting before 
lockdown but has since had 
three Zoom occasions. �e 
�rst book they read was To Kill 
a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
which led to a lively discussion. 
Under lockdown it was impos-
sible for everyone to get a copy 
of books, so one or two people 
would read a book then tell the 
others about it.

Two members read Lama 

Yeshe Rinpoche’s book about 
his �ight from Tibet and his 
eventual setting up of the Holy 
Isle project. Everyone joined in 
the discussion, even if they had 
not read this fascinating book. 
In all, a dozen books were read 
and, despite the di�culties, 
members found it an enjoyable 
opportunity to meet virtually 
and bond during this strange 
and di�cult time.

Italian language 
group
�e u3a Italian language 
group, led by Paul Fletcher, 
has also met on Zoom with 

two-hour sessions each week 
since last July. �e nine mem-
bers, the majority of who are 
beginners, are all enthusiastic. 
Everyone has made good pro-
gress and the vast majority can 
now converse in basic Italian 
and write simple sentences.

Members enjoy using inter-
active materials designed by 
the leader and �nd the sessions 
challenging, interesting and 
enjoyable. 

All members are included 
in the learning and the social 
bene�ts of the group, as with 
all the u3a groups, is invalu-
able. Members look forward 
to meeting in person again to 
practise their newly-acquired 
language skills.

Photovisions
Photovisions members, a�er 
a break and more than 100 
photographs, celebrated their 
second spring with varied and 
colourful photographs to cheer 
everyone up. �eir work can be 
seen on the u3a website.

Tom’s Big Quiz
All u3a members are invited 
to Tom’s Big Quiz which meets 
once a week and provides a 
wide variety of questions, chat 
and even more fun.

Normally u3a would hold 
monthly meetings which 
promised to be large social 
events with a speaker at each. 
A number were held on Zoom 
so that members did not miss 
out, despite having to make 

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142

Goatfell by Aileen McLaren.
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Snowdrop bank by Jennie 
Morrison Cowan. 

their own refreshments at 
home. As well as some men-
tioned by the history group, 
talks have included: Temples 
of Cambodia and Angkor Wat; 
In and out of Tam O’Shanter 
– a Robert Burns special; A 
Virtual world tour – fantastic 
bridges, incredible buildings 

and super superstructures and 
�e wonderful world of guide 
dogs.

Other groups, which have 
not been able to meet during 
lockdown, are waiting eagerly 
to re-start as soon as the regu-
lations allow.

Mairi S Christie.

The launch of the u3a in January last year, before the �rst lockdown, saw a packed Brodick 
Hall the likes of which it has not seen since. 01_B06uni01Jackdaws by Julie Graham.

Angkor Wat by Joan Martin.

The Red Gauntlet which ran aground on Arran.
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Jenni Turnbull has retired 
from the Arran Medical Group 
a� er 12 years at the practice.

Jenni, who was latterly the 
business and dispensary 
manager, was given a socially 

distanced send o�  by doctors, 
nurses and colleagues at 
Shiskine Health Centre last 
week.

Prior to joining the medical 
group, Jenni spent 17 years at 
the Arran Banner. She started 
in 1988 taking adverts and 
undertaking general o�  ce 
work as well as typesetting the 

paper, as was the practice then. 
However, she was soon � ying 
in military helicopters and be-
ing rescued from the bottom of 
a cli�  by the Arran Coastguard 
- all in the name of journalism. 
Jenni, a keen golfer, plans to 
spend more time on Shiskine 
golf course near her home on 
the island.

North Ayrshire Council is 
backing a campaign which 
aims to spread  awareness and 
encourage people to consider 
adopting or fostering a child.

� e council’s family 
placement team has joined 
the Fostering Network’s 
annual UK awareness week 
to help make a di� erence to a 
child’s life during Foster Care 
Fortnight.

Foster Care Fortnight, which 
runs until Sunday May 23, 
aims to encourage people to 
consider becoming a foster 
carer or adoptive parent to 
brother and sister groups or 
older children – aged 10 to 15 
–  in North Ayrshire.

� ey are looking for people 
who have a desire to better the 
life of sibling groups or older 
children that cannot be cared 
for by their family.

In particular, people who can 
o� er time, love, empathy and 
� exibility are needed. To be 
eligible potential foster carers 
must be over 25. � ey can be 
single or in a relationship for 
more than two years with ex-
perience of caring for children.

Councillor Robert Foster, 
cabinet member for health and 
social care, said: ‘Fostering 
and adoption is very reward-

ing for our carers and makes 
a real di� erence to a child and 
family’s life.

‘During Foster Care 
Fortnight we want to raise 
awareness and encourage 
people to � nd out more about 
becoming a foster carer or 
adoptive parent.

‘� ere is a need for foster and 
adoptive parents for sibling 
groups and older children in 
North Ayrshire. We want to 
keep brothers and sisters to-
gether as much as we can and 
most children who come into 
foster care are part of a sibling 
group.

‘If you think you have what it 
takes to care for a sibling group 
or older children and become 
a foster or adoptive parent, we 
need to hear from you. Please 

contact the Family Placement 
Team and make a di� erence to 
a young family’s life.’

More information about 
fostering, adoption and how 
you can help can be found 
by contacting the Family 
Placement Team on 01294 
310300 or on Twitter @
NA_FosterAdopt or search for 
NorthAyrshireFosterAdopt on 
Instagram and Facebook.

Club draw winners
The winner of April’s Brodick 
Improvements Committee 
200 Club draw was Kenneth 
Blayne from Brodick.

The winners of the Lochran-
za and Catacol 200 Club April 
draw were: 1 Amelia Rowe; 2 
Pete Yates.

Roll out the banner as Jenni 
retires from medical group

Jenni with � owers and a 
balloon at her retiral send 
o�  at Shiskine health centre. 

Below left: Jenni learns 
the ropes while being 
rescued from a cli�  by Arran 
Coastguard. 01_B20jenni03

Below: Jenni and the late 
Howard Driver of the Banner 
with crew of the rescue 
helicopter they joined on 
an exercise over Arran. 
01_B20jenni02

Your chance to make a big 
di� erence to a child’s life

FULL RANGE OF SUMMER BEDDING 

AVAILABLE NOW!
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April is the month when spring 
migration gets under way, 
with arrivals and departures 
of birds all seeking their best 
breeding territories.

� is April was very dry with 
no measurable rain on more 
than 20 days. With a predom-
inance of northerly winds, 
April was colder than March 
and the mean temperature was 
more than two degrees lower 
than last April. � e impact on 
migrating birds of the weather 
here and throughout their 
route is di�  cult to know, but 
even by the end of the month 
the bulk of the migrants had 
still to arrive.

By the end of March, the 
� rst chi� cha� , white wagtail, 
wheatear and sand martin had 
been reported. Here are April 
‘� rsts’ with the 2020 arrival 
date in brackets for compari-
son: willow warbler 2nd (5th), 
manx shearwater 2nd (28th 
March), sandwich tern 2nd 
(6th), common sandpiper 
2nd (10th), swallow 2nd (5th), 
house martin 5th (4th), cuckoo 
14th (14th), grasshopper 
warbler 19th (19th), whinchat 
21st (22nd), whitethroat 22nd 
(16th), sedge warbler 23rd 
(18th) and tree pipit 27th 
(18th).

In April, some of our winter-
ing birds were still around, in-

Spring migration in full fl ight
Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

APRIL

cluding seven teal at Kilpatrick 
Point on 2nd, 135 greylag geese 
in the Shiskine Valley on 3rd, 
four wigeon at Cosyden also on 
3rd, 25 � eldfare at Sliddery also 
on 3rd, one merlin at Machrie 
Golf course on 15th, three 
rook at Sliddery on 23rd and 
one whooper swan on Sliddery 
Shore on 27th. � e last report 
of pink-footed geese was 120 

� ying north over Cleats Shore 
on migration on 15th.

April is an ideal time for 
watching migration. � ese 
are a few examples: 20 skylark 
on Cleats Shore on 2nd, 14 
twite also on Cleats Shore 
on 2nd, � ve great northern 
diver o�  Pladda on 3rd, one 
bar-tailed godwit on Sliddery 
Shore also on 3rd, 45 golden 
plover at Machriewaterfoot 
on 15th, 20 turnstone also at 
Machriewaterfoot on 15th, 
50 linnet at Sliddery on 23rd, 
a dunlin on Silver Sands on 
24th and 31 whimbrel at Porta 
Buidhe on 27th.

One of these whimbrel had 
been ringed on a southern 
Arran shore in 2017. It was 
reported yet again almost on 
the same shore, for the fourth 
year in a row, having again 
spent the winter in Africa. In 
addition, the little egret � rst 
reported in October and the 
nuthatch also � rst reported in 
October both seem to have le�  
the island a� er over-wintering. 
� e last little egret report was 
from Clauchlands on 16th and 
the nuthatch seems to have le�  
Pirnmill on 1st and spent a few 
days in Dippin before leaving 
there on 6th.

Migration was also in evi-
dence from the widespread 
reports received of gold� nch 
and siskin moving through 
people’s gardens throughout 
the month. Larger garden 
numbers reported included 40 
gold� nch at Shannochie on 4th 
and 11 siskin at Strathwillan 
on 11th. In addition, there 
were widespread reports of 
lesser redpoll at garden feeders 
including four at Lagg on 27th. 
Tens of thousands of birds 
seem to be moving through the 
island at this time of year.

In April there were more 
than 110 species recorded on 
Arran. Here is a further small 
selection from this list: 10 
shelduck at Port na Feannaiche 
on 3rd, an osprey in the 
Shiskine Valley on 15th, three 
pu�  n in Brodick Bay on 23rd, 
a jay at Port na Lochan on 24th 
(last Arran record 2012), a 

Whimbrel A2. This bird was ringed in Kildonan in 2017 and 
it has returned to the same shore each year since then. 
Photograph: Joan Thomson. 

The over wintering bird, the 
nuthatch, seems to have left 
the island. Photograph: Michael Burke. 

water rail at Feorline on 26th 
and 12 gannet in Machrie 
Bay on 27th. � e highlight in 
April was the rough-legged 
buzzard seen by the Ross Road 
near Glenree on 25th, the � rst 
Arran record since 1974. It 
featured in a recent Banner 
Bird Note.

From a birding point of view, 
May should be an equally 
interesting month with the 
arrival of more summer visi-
tors including garden warbler, 
lesser whitethroat, wood 
warbler, swi� , arctic tern and 
hopefully, even corncrake and 
nightjar.

Finally, spring is a great time 
to be birding, as most birds are 
getting on with the business 
of breeding. � e business of 
breeding involves attracting a 
mate by song, courtship display 
and ritual, de� ning a territory, 
nest building, and generally 
establishing relationships.

Please take a moment to 
report any signs of breeding 
birds to me. Already there 
have been reports of blue tits 
nest building, robins feeding 
young, blackbirds carrying 
food and mallard with young. 

Interestingly there were 
reports from two locations of 
yellowhammer singing. I won-
der if the birds are just passing 
through or if they will stay to 
breed? If they do it will be the 
� rst time since 1999.

Please remember that under 
the Nature Conservation 
(Scotland) Act 2004 it is an 
o� ence to intentionally or 
recklessly damage or destroy 
the nest of any wild bird while 
it is being built or used. Take 
particular care on our shores 
and beaches and please keep 

your dogs on a lead at this time.
Enjoy your birding and keep 

safe.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk I 
look forward to hearing from 
you. For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Report 2020 
and the Arran Bird Report, 
the � rst 40 years. Plus visit the 
arranbirding website.

 

Jay, the last Arran record of this species was in 2012. Photograph: 

Dennis Morrison. 

Whinchat, one of a number 
of summer visitors that 
arrived in April. These birds 
winter south of the Sahara. 
Photograph: Nick Giles. 

Siskin and 
lesser redpoll 
have featured 
in widespread 
reports of 
these species 
passing through 
gardens in April. 
Photograph: Fiona Laing.
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An Arran author has had his 
work included in a new co� ee 
table book.

In the new book,   A String 
of Pearls – landscape and 
literature of the Lake District, 
compiled and edited by 
Margaret Wilson, Arran 
author Michael Wood has 
found himself sharing literary 
acclaim alongside famous 
authors such as William 
Wordsworth, Ian McEwan, 
Hugh Walpole, Beatrix Potter, 
Charles Dickens, Arthur 
Ransome and many others.

A lavishly illustrated book, 
it contains ‘the best literary 
extracts’ from 59 of the thou-
sands of books written about 
the Lake District, starting 
from 1724 to the present 
day, and pairs them with 
59 specially commissioned 

photographs of the stunning 
landscape.

In her preface, Margaret 
Wilson writes: ‘I hope that 
the extracts I selected, this 
collection of gems made into a 
string of pearls, matched with 
Helen Shaw’s stunning pho-
tographs, will delight those 
who know the area and inspire 
those who don’t to explore our 
beautiful Lake District, which 
Wordsworth called the loveli-
est spot that man hath found.’

In her research for the book,  
she did not limit her search 
for literary quality to those 
well-known writers and poets 
who tend to dominate similar 
anthologies. 

She also spread her search 
among contemporary writers 
of all genres and unearthed 
some gems ‘hidden’ in the 
body of many modern books.

As expected, even here most 
of the contemporary extracts 
included are also written by 

well-known writers such as 
Ian McEwan, Melvyn Bragg, 
Bill Bryson and Hunter 
Davies. However, not all the 
contemporary authors in this 

book are household names. 
Among the lesser known 
writers is Michael Wood of 
Whiting Bay whose 2006 
novel � e Fell Walker provid-

ed Margaret with an extract 
which she described as ‘a great 
piece of descriptive writing’ 
when she contacted Michael to 
ask his permission to publish 
it in her book.

Michael said: ‘I was � attered 
and very surprised that she 
had chosen an extract from 
� e Fell Walker because it is a 
plot-driven thriller. 

‘However, when writing a 
thriller I always try to produce 
writing with a literary quality 
in those spaces in the narrative 
where it is appropriate, such as 
where a character or location 
needs to be described, or an 
observation made.

‘I have always been more 
interested in literary quality 
rather than plot, but like many 
others I write thrillers because 
they make more money. My 
favourite authors are all liter-
ary ones – Annie Prioux, John 
Updike and the like.’

Michael, who lived with 

partner Dorothy in Australia 
and the Lake District before 
retiring to Whiting Bay, had 
holidayed on Arran for many 
years. Scenes in the Scottish 
Highlands and on Arran 
feature in � e Fell Walker and 
other novels.

‘When age lowers your 
horizons, what better place to 
retire to than Arran,’ he said. 
‘Far from the madding crowd 
comes to mind. Beauty, space, 
peace – it’s all here.’

� ree of Michael’s novels 
are still available on Amazon: 
� e Fell Walker and the sequel 
� e Fell Walker’s Legacy and 
Climate Change, an unusual, 
suspenseful, love story which 
starts on Arran and ends in 
Australia.

A String of Pearls – 
Landscape and Literature of 
the Lake District is published 
by Merlin Unwin and is avail-
able at all good book shops 
and on Amazon.

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Literary acclaim for Arran 
author’s Lake District extract

Arran 
author, 
Michael 
Wood of 
Whiting 
Bay, with 
a copy of 
the book 
which 
features 
extracts 
from his 
2006 novel 
called 
The Fell 
Walker.  
01_B18author01

Homes & Gardens...
56 pages of top tips for your home... 

Scottish Landscape Photographer of the Year... 
Seaweed foraging... Sir Ian McGeechan’s Credo... 

Drams of the year... Recipes from Elie’s The 
Harbour Café... Literary genius Grassic Gibbon... 

June

Subscribeand receive a FREE bottle of gin or whisky
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THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday May 12, 2001

At 3am on Thursday morning, the wooden building at 
Cladach, in which Ilia Price ran her business IP Engraving, 
caught �re and quickly burned to the ground. The cause of 
the �re is not known. 01_B20TYAX03

More than 20 visitors from Iceland, Estonia and Ireland spent the week on Arran as guests of Arran Textiles to share knowl-
edge and experience on a three-year joint programme about rural learning. 01_B20TYAX04

Glorious weather made last 
weekend’s holiday into a 
busy one. The queue for the 
ferry extended from the pier, 
around the pier o�ce, over 
the wooden bridge ending 
almost in front of the Co-op. 
01_B20TYAX02

One of the most extensive hill �res ever seen on Arran has 
been burning for more than three days. Additional �re�ght-
ers and appliances have been brought to the island with 
�remen �ghting on fronts up to �ve miles. 01_B20TYAX01

A new purpose-built shop at Duchess Court in Brodick will 
replace the current Creelers �sh van and provide Arran 
residents with fresh �sh. Showing o� their wares are Simon 
Robertson, Ben Peacock, Joanne Kingsbury and John 
Malpas. 01_B20TYAX07

Lamlash and Brodick Kiscadale teams before last week’s �nal 
which was won by Lamlash. Left to right, back row, Sheena 
Murchie, Linda Johnstone, Ann MacVicar, Elma Bayne, Liz 
Paul and Jan Beattie. Front row: Margaret Bryce, Ellie Jones, 
Jillian Plenderleith and Yvonne Brothers. 01_B20TYAX05

Children from New Monklands Primary School visited the Arran Banner last week. They 
also enjoyed abseiling, gorge walking and a number of activities during their week’s stay. 
01_B20TYAX06



� e Arran Banner
Friday 14 May 202114 ADVERTISING

PRIVATE SALES

RECRUITMENT CLASSIFIEDS
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

SELF STORAGE

CONTAINER STORAGE NOW AVAILABLE

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

WANTED
VINYL RECORDS - Good 
and accurate prices paid for 
well looked a� er records
No classical or easy listening
All other genres considered
Contact Jamie on 07983624634
Or 01770600969

PUBLIC NOTICE

Deputy Manager, Sta�  Nurse & Admin posts 
available at Cooriedoon Nursing Home, Whiting Bay. 

Please enquire for details to coorie.doon@outlook.com 
or phone Jackie on 01770700247

The Arran Team is looking for a 
Part Time Maintenance Assistant

This will be working 21hrs across a 7 day week and 
covering call outs at weekends as required, hours to 

be organised with Maintenance Manager. Carrying out 
general maintenance repairs, liaising with contractor 
on larger repairs and maintenance work and helping 

customers and guests as required. 
This is a Temporary role between 

April and September 2021, the rate of pay 
is £9.75/hr for 21 hrs per week, paid monthly. 
Immediate start is available for this position.

If you would like to be considered for this role, 
Please send a CV to 

david@thearranteam.co.uk

PERMANENT JOB VACANCY
SUPERVISOR

Are you hard-working, customer-focused 
& looking to join a small, happy cafe team? 

This could be the role for you!
Experience preferred, however full training 

can be given. 3 fi xed shifts per week. 
Availability on a Sunday required.

To apply email Charlotte at
theshorearran@gmail.com

Closing date Monday 17th May

Arran Community 
and Voluntary Service
Administrator
Salary: £9.50 per hour

30 hours per week (9am to 3pm) - Lamlash

Exciting opportunity to join the enthusiastic team at Arran 
Community and Voluntary Service. Candidate should have 
good all round admin skills. Experience essential.

For a recruitment pack with full job description, contact 
Carol Norton on 01770 600611 or email carol.norton@
arrancvs.org.uk

Closing date for applications

Monday 24th May 2021
Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran  |  Tel: 01770 860 444

House Keeping Vacancies
We are looking to add additional 

house keepers to our team.
Full time and part time positions.

£9.50 per hour
Live in accommodation available

CV’s and applications to hr@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk

PROPERTY

BRODICK BOWLING CLUB AGM 
will be held at the clubhouse on 

Monday 25th May at 2pm

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) 

ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 04.06.21. 
Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 Regulation 20(1)

21/00437/PP; Site To East Of Redrock, Brodick, Ayrshire; Renewal of unexpired  
planning permission 18/00394/PP for erection of 1 and 1/2 storey 
dwelling house.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

H 
P
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ARRAN BANNER GOLF

Continued from back page.
Robbie Duncan 79-15=64 
acb. Scratch Gordon Hendry 
66. Sunday May 9, McCarfrae 
Trophy, round one and Club 
Championship qualifying, 31 
played: 1 Ewan McKinnon 65, 
2 Greg McCrae 69, 3 Frazer 
Barr, Bruce Jenkins, Bob 
McCrae and Matt Keir 72. 

Sweep: 1 Frazer Barr 72-
8=64 acb, 2   Jimmy Armit 
78-14=64 acb, Donald 
McKinnie 76-12=64 acb. 

Fixtures: Sunday May 16, 
McCarfrae Trophy, round 
three, Club Championship 
qualifying. Monday May 17, 
Club Championship round 
one. � ursday May 20, Club 
Championship quarter � nals.  

Friday May 21, Club 
Championship semi-� nal. 
Saturday May 22, Club 
Championship � nal.

Machrie Bay Golf 
Club
Tuesday May 4, Peter Sutton: 
1 John Pennycott 67, 2 Brian 
Sherwood 68 BIH, 3 Alex 
Morrison-Cowan 68. Magic 
twos John Pennycott.

Fixtures:  Tuesday May 11, 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary, tee 
o�  12.30pm/5.30pm. 

Please contact Brian by 
Monday if planning to play in 
the evening.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday May 5, medal: 1 A 
Smith 75-15=60, 2 J McGovern 
74-12=62 and scratch, 3 D 
Logan 75-11=64.

Fixtures: Saturday May 15, 
18-hole medal. Wednesday 
May 19, 18-hole medal.

Members please note that the 
Club Championship qualify-
ing rounds will be played on 
Saturday May 22 and 29. Friday 
June 11, Club Championship 
� nal.

Please make up your own 
games for the above competi-
tions and adhere to the current 
Covid protocols.

Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies’ section: Wednesday 
May 5, Fleet Two. 1 Kate 
McAdam 83-17=66, 2 Alison 
Heron 93-26=67. Scratch,   

Kate McAdam 83. � ursday 
May 6, Summer Cup. 1 Scott 
Campbell 85-16=69, 2 Alistair 
Ferrier 88-18=70, 3 Jack 
McNally 79-7=72. Best scratch 
Iain Murchie  78. 

Magic twos Graeme Andrew 
@ 5th and 13th, Dougie 
Macfarlane , Norrie MacIntyre 
and Andy Smith @16th.

Sunday May 9, Hamilton 
Bowl, Bogey: 1 Hugh 
McLelland BIH, -2, 2 Paul 
Cowan -2, 3 Alan Campbell 
BIH, -3. Best scratch, Paul 
Cowan -7 to bogey. 

Magic twos Alan Campbell 
@4th, Hugh McLelland @5th, 
Serge El Adm @16th.

Fixtures: Sunday May 16, 
Jamieson Cup, noon draw. 
� ursday May 20, Summer 
Cup. 

Members are asked to make 
up own groups and see starter 
for times.

� e major multi-national mil-
itary exercise Strike Warrior 
has seen a lot of naval activity 
in and around Arran this week.

One vessel seen in Brodick 
and Lamlash Bay was the 
multi-purpose frigate HNLMS 
Van Amstel of the Royal 
Netherlands Navy, which is 
named a� er Dutch captain Jan 
van Amstel - not the beer!

One of the largest military 
exercises of its kind in Europe, 
Strike Warrior 21 is UK-led 
and involves nine NATO and 
one non-NATO nations. It 
will continue until � ursday 

� e bowling season gets under way at last 
in Brodick on Monday May 17.

Brodick Bowling Club looks forward to 
seeing all their members, and hopefully 

lots of new ones, turning up each Monday 
and Wednesday at 7pm, and on Saturdays 
at 2pm for rink games, with Covid proto-
cols in place. In addition, the club's annual 

general meeting will be held at 2pm on 
Monday May 25 at the clubhouse and a 
good attendance is sought to elect a new 
committee and to plan the year ahead.

May 20. � e twice yearly 
Exercise Joint Warrior, or 
Strike Warrior as it is known 
for this time only, is linked di-
rectly with the NATO Military 
Training Exercise Programme 
and brings together all three 
UK Armed Forces – the Royal 
Navy, Army and Royal Air 
Force – along with the other 
participating countries, to 
provide high quality training 
and improve joint operations 
between the UK and its allies.

Participants practice a wide 
range of capabilities across 
land, sea and air in co-ordinat-

Strike Warrior exercise under way
ed joint operations with other 
allied nations, with the Carrier 
Strike Group being a key 
element on this occasion prior 
to the deployment of the HMS 
Queen Elizabeth Task Group.

� e scenario of the exercise 
will mirror a broad range of 
crisis and con� ict situations 
which could realistically be 
experienced in real-world 
operations. Over the fortnight, 
participants are being faced 
with a period of increasing 
political and military tensions, 
along with a huge range of re-
alistic military tasks including  

intelligence gathering and re-
connaissance; anti-smuggling 
and counter-terrorism opera-
tions; humanitarian assistance 
and evacuation operations.

All units involved in the ex-
ercise are observing Covid-19 
control measures, including 
a requirement for a 14-day 
quarantine before personnel 
can embark in the ships of 
the UK Carrier Strike Group. 
In addition, there will only 
be limited port visits by UK 
and allied units and then only 
for operational and logistical 
reasons.

Bowling club looks forward to seeing members as season begins, at last

The Royal Netherlands Navy frigate HNLMS Van Amstel in Brodick Bay on Sunday. 01_B20frigate01

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 

together
� ere is a booking system at 
Brodick & Shiskine churches 

as the numbers are still 
limited. Liz Lawrie 302782 & 

John Kerr 860 498
� ere will be a streamed 

service fortnightly, this can 
be found on the three Church 

websites.
Sunday 16th May 2021
Lochranza & Pirnmill 

Churches-
Service at Lochranza Church 
10:15am Morning worship.
Shiskine Church 12noon. 

Morning worship.
Brodick Church 10.30am 

Morning worship.
Corrie Church at 12noon. 

Morning worship.
� e Food Bank continues 

from Brodick Church

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 16th May
Worship will be conducted at 

10.30am
As our capacity is greatly 

reduced due to the two metre 
social distancing, we have a 

booking system.
You are asked, please, to 

phone Mrs Janet Redfearn on 
700244 by the Friday lunch-

time if you wish to attend 
Sunday worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Scotttish Charity SC015072
Sunday 16th May

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash Church Hall 

11.30 am
Due to our reduced capacity, 
if you wish to attend Sunday 
Worship in Lamlash, please 

phone Margaret McArthur at 
600363 by midday on Friday.

All welcome
We will be observing all 

socially distancing procedures

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 16th May

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion at 11 am.

Rev Barry Roberts
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

We follow strict SEC 
guidelines

Rev Barry Roberts will be on 
Arran during May as assistant 
priest. He can be contacted on 

07949-427791.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
A reminder that our mini-ser-

vice is still available every 
week on our website: www.

arranbaptistchurch.btck.co.uk
If you go to the homepage and 

look below the map picture 
you will � nd the link to pick 

up the service. To access click 
on the � rst letter of the link.
We would love you to join us.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Our Church is now open for 
public worship, subject to 

social distancing, wearing of 
face coverings and NHS Test 

and Protect requirements. 
Services are as follows :

Saturday 15th May
Vigil Mass at 5pm
Sunday 16th May

Morning Mass at 11am
Capacity in church is strictly 

limited.
Attendance at all the above 

services is by booking 
only. Tel 600595 or email 

peterdwilko@gmail.com to 
check availability and con� rm 

your place

BLESS O LORD THIS ISLE OF 
ARRAN

ST ROCH PATRON OF THE 
SICK PRAY FOR US

OUR LADY OF THE ISLES 
PRAY FOR US

ST COLUMBA PRAY FOR US
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Whiting Bay will face Machrie 
Bay in the � nal of the Seniors 
Crystal Bowl golf competition 
a� er two hard fought semi-� -
nals last weekend.

A� er a bye in last week’s 
opening round as host club, 
Whiting Bay entertained 
Shiskine at the semi-� nal stage 
of the competition.

Despite home advantage, this 
was no easy tie for Whiting 
Bay Golf Club as members of 
the Shiskine team were closely 
familiar with the course and 
had beaten Lamlash in the 
opening round.

As expected the tie was a 
tight a� air.

For Whiting Bay, Gus 
MacLeod and Ronnie Mann 
fought out a creditable draw 
with their Shiskine opponents 
while in the other game John 
Pennycott and Dougie Auld 
battled to a two-hole advan-
tage a� er 17 holes.

� is gave Whiting Bay the 
match and a place in next 
week’s � nal against Machrie 
Bay who had overcome 
Brodick in the other semi.

Whiting Bay 
Golf Club
Sunday May 9, Eric Wood 
Stableford: a total of 17  com-
peted in the 2021 Eric Wood 
Stableford.

Conditions were decent al-
though a blustery wind arrived 
mid morning along with a 
short-lived rain shower.

Not bad compared to the 
forecast from a couple of 
days earlier. Scoring was 

Finalists for Seniors Crystal 
Bowl are ready to do battle

Winner of the Arran 
Golfers Association Spring 
Handicap, Whiting Bay’s 
David Morrison, with the 
trophy at his home club 
after his success at Brodick 
on May 2, as reported in last 
week’s Banner. 

There was delight when 
the competition went ahead 
after last year’s cancellation. 
David’s score on the Brodick 
Golf Club course was 
71-11=60.

Continued on page 15.
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also decent with 11 players 
carding 30 points or more. 
Sandy Pringle ran out the 
winner with a � ne 39 points 
to pip Neil McKechnie by 2. 1 
Sandy Pringle 15, 39pts; 2 Neil 
McKechnie 12, 37; 3 Ronnie 
Mann 12, 35, ACB; 4 David 
Brookens 12, 35, ACB.  Magic 
twos, Sandy Pringle at 7th, 
Douglas Auld at 17th.

Fixtures: Sunday May 16, 
Medal. Wednesday May 19, 
Summer Trophy. Until further 
notice there will be no draws 
for partners and players should 
arrange their own groupings.

Shiskine Golf Club
� ursday May 6, Ladies’ Club 
Championship round one: 
Silver: 1 and medal winner, 
Alice Anderson 86-19=67;  
2 and scratch, Shona Weir 
81-11=70; 3 Fiona Miller 86-
10=76. Bronze: 1 Mary Jo Tod 
87-28=69; 2 Elizabeth Kelso 
94-22=72 BIH; 3 Jerry Arthur 
107-35=72.

Saturday May 8, gents 12-
hole medal. First class: 1 and 
medal winner, R Crawford 
49-7=42 BIH; 2 and scratch, W 
Paton 49-5=44; 3 H Bannatyne 
50-6=44. Second class: 1 T 
Ellis 54-12=42; 2 Wm McNally 
53-10=43; 3 C Rutterford 
59-15=44, BIH. Magic twos, R 
Trail and C Rutterford.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday May 5, Summer 
Cup, 40 played: 1 Gordon 
Hendry 66-5=61; 2 Sam 
Tatters� eld 81-17=64 acb; 3 

to Scottish Field and receive a FREE hardback copy of Clanlands (RRP £20)
Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per quarter delivered direct to 

your door each month. Call 01778 392014 and quote SFbook or go to 
scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

*Terms and conditions apply. In the UK for direct debit subscribers only. Minimum one year subscription to 
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