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People living and working on 
Arran are to be given priority 
when it comes to allocating 
tenants.

Proposals have been unveiled 
which will give people who 
live and work on Arran greater 
priority when it comes to allo-
cating the new council houses 

currently being built on the 
island.

Work is currently under 
way to build 34 new homes at 
Brathwic Terrace in Brodick 
with the homes due to be 
allocated to new tenants later 
this summer.

A new policy was agreed by 
the North Ayrshire Council 
cabinet this week which will 
give residents and workers 

on the island greater priority 
when it comes to allocating the 
homes.

� e local letting initiative 
means that housing register 
applicants who meet the crite-
ria for residing on Arran will 
be awarded additional priority 
for housing and the addition of 
100 points to their application.

Additional priority would 
also be given to essential work-
ers who meet the criteria as it 
can be di�  cult to hire and re-
tain key sta�  in important jobs 

on the island, such as health 
and social care and education.

Yvonne Baulk, head of 
service, physical environment, 
said: ‘We know how di�  cult 
it can be for people living and 
working on Arran to access 
a� ordable housing.

‘� is was highlighted in 
a study commissioned by 
Arran Economic Group which 
showed that a chronic lack of 

a� ordable housing impacts 
Arran’s ability to sustain or 
grow its current level of eco-
nomic and social activity.

‘� e local letting initiative 
will mean that priority can 
be given to those currently on 
the Housing Register who are 
living or have a job on Arran.

‘� ese proposals have been 

Here are just some of the Brodick 
Primary School pupils who took part 
in the Sustrans Big Pedal this week. 
All pupils that were able to attend 
school on Tuesday took part by 
either cycling, scooting or walking 
from Ormidale Park to the school. All 
members of sta�  also joined in. 

 See next week’s Banner for a 
photograph special of the event.

Continued on page two.

‘We know how di�  cult 
it can be for people 
living and working 
on Arran to access 
a� ordable housing.’

Residents to get priority 
for new council homes

Brodick pupils’ 
pedal power

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

01770 302310 sales@arranestateagents.co.uk

ARRAN’S ONLY LOCAL ESTATE AGENCY

ARE YOU CONSIDERING SELLING YOUR HOME?
WHY NOT GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE,NO OBLIGATION

PRE-SALE VALUATION OF YOUR HOME

John Thomson Construction Ltd

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk    |     01770 600 242    | 

HOUSE BUILDING | CONSTRUCTION | HAULAGE | AGGREGATES | PLANT HIRE

Main Office: Mon ‐ Fri 8am – 5pm
Building Materials & Petrol Station @ Lamlash Yard: 

Mon – Fri 8am – 4.30pm  
Strict social distancing & face mask requirements apply. 

Card payments and orders accepted by phone.

01770 600 328   |   admin@lamlashgarage.co.uk     |             Lamlash Garage

Park Terrace, Lamlash, KA27 8NB

Open Mon – Fri 8am – 5pm
All vehicle makes serviced & repaired. 

Car & Motorcycle MOT Testing.

Strict social distancing & face mask requirements apply. 
Appointment bookings & card payments accepted by phone. 

We’re open for business
8 page special inside



� e Dri�  Inn in Lamlash has 
re-opened with a new look.

A covered outdoor seating 
area has been created in part 
of the beer garden, which will 
have outdoor heaters. � e rest 
of the beer garden, with some 
of the best views on Arran, 
remains and there are plans 
to extend it, if permission is 
granted. � e outside of the 
building has been painted and 
re-clad and inside the kitchen 
has been doubled in size. 
� ere is a new beer cellar and 
additional storage space has 
been added. It is now being 
run by Sarah Wilson and 
Corrine Patterson who were 
delighted to welcome back 
guests with a new-look menu 
on Monday.

New look at The Drift Inn

� e Arran Banner
Friday 30 April 20212  NEWS

Continue from page 1.
shaped by the local commu-
nity and we are very grateful 
for their support in the 
development of the initiative.’

� e council has consulted 
with a number of local groups 
and organisations, including 
Arran Community Council, 
Arran Development Trust and 
Arran Locality Partnership 
representatives. 

Feedback from the 
consultation meetings was 
positive, with all stakeholders 
supporting a local letting 
initiative for the council’s new 
houses on the island.

� e Brathwic Terrace 
development, which is 
currently under construction 
and scheduled for completion 
in late summer 2021, will 
provide 34 new, high-qual-

ity a� ordable homes and 
represent the � rst council 
houses on the island since the 
stock transfer to Isle of Arran 
Homes in 2001.

The development is coming 
on apace after being held 
up during the pandemic. 
01_B18housing01

Ceud mile fàilte – a hundred thousand welcomes
Arran said a huge ‘ceud mile 
failte’ as visitors were given a 
hundred thousand welcomes 
back to the island this week 
with the Gaelic repost.

Hotels, B&Bs, restaurants, 
bars and shops, as well as 
self-catering accommoda-
tion, all opened their doors 
with the li� ing of some 
Covid-19 restrictions – but 
there is still some way to go 
before there will be a full 
re-opening, with May 17 
the next signi� cant date for 
change.

� is week has seen a steady 
stream of visitors arriving on 
the island, rather than a mad 
rush, which may be seen for 
the � rst time this May Day 
bank holiday weekend. Many 
businesses are reporting a 
‘slow steady start’, with the 
weather this week not help-
ing outdoor dining and other 
activities.

Other attractions on the 

island, including Brodick 
Castle, Arran Heritage 
Museum and golf courses,  
also opening their doors.

But there is also the huge 
disappointment that the 
island will remain without 
its second summer ferry, the 
MV Isle of Arran, for more 
than two weeks, leading some 
visitors to have their ferry 
bookings disrupted.

Monday May 17 is the 
earliest the MV Isle of Arran 
will now start service on the 
Ardrossan to Brodick route 
as she has been redeployed 
to operate the freight service 
on the Stornoway to Ullapool 
route, as reported in last 
week’s Banner.

� e move was required 
as the MV Loch Seaforth, 

which services the route, is 
currently undergoing engine 
repairs at the James Watt 
Dock in Greenock. Specialist 
engineers have advised that 
they expect her to be back 
in service by May 17 at the 
earliest. However, CalMac 
says this date is subject to 
change, but have pledged to 
keep customers informed 
throughout.

CalMac say its sta�  are 
working extremely hard to 
ensure all customer demands 
are being accommodated 
across the network. However, 
passenger bookings will have 
to be carefully managed until 
the MV Loch Seaforth is back 
in service and the summer 
timetable resumes.

While Ardrossan-Brodick 
will remain as a one-vessel 
route with capacity restric-
tions for the time being, 
sailings on the Lochranza-
Claonaig route have been 
doubled, o� ering an alterna-
tive to accessing Arran or the 
mainland. Drivers can also 

All adults on Arran over the 
age of 18 will have had their 
� rst Covid jab before the end 
of May.

A clinic to be held on 
Saturday May 22 will see all of 
the under-50s invited to roll up 
their sleeve to get their vaccine 
against Covid-19 which will 
see the island leading the 
country in getting everyone, 

who wants it, their � rst dose of 
immunity. Ruth Betley, senior 
manager, Arran Service, North 
Ayrshire HSCP, said: ‘Plans are 
being � rmed up for the next 
stage of the vaccination pro-
gramme on Arran, which will 
see the under-50s invited to get 
their vaccine against Covid-19. 
� is is in line with Joint 
Committee on Vaccination 

and Immunisation guidance. 
Clinics are scheduled at Arran 
High School for May 22 from 
9am to 5pm. 

‘Only people registered with 
the Arran Medical Group 
will be eligible for vaccination 
and patients will be contacted 
either by letter or phone 
regarding their scheduled ap-
pointment. If you are living on 

All adults will have had � rst Covid jab by end of May

Residents given priority for new homes

Some of 
the � rst 
customers 
enjoy a drink 
outside. 
01_B18drift01

Corrine Patterson and Sarah Wilson ready to welcome 
customers at The Drift Inn. 01_B18drift02

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

This week has seen 
a steady stream of 
visitors arriving on 
the island...
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Ceud mile fàilte – a hundred thousand welcomes

All adults will have had � rst Covid jab by end of May
the island temporarily for the 
next three months and require 
a vaccine, please contact the 
practice to register as a tempo-
rary resident.

‘In line with recent updated 
advice regarding very rare side 
e� ects of the AstraZeneca vac-
cine, under-30s will be o� ered 
an alternative vaccine.

‘� e Covid-19 vaccine o� ers 

the best protection against the 
negative e� ects of the virus and 
it is recommended you take the 
opportunity to receive it when 
o� ered. 

‘Remember that a� er vacci-
nation it is still important that 
locals and visitors to the island 
continue to make use of the 
testing facilities available to 
them if they develop symptoms 

or they are in close contact 
with a positive case and follow 
the FACTS guidance to help 
protect our communities from 
the spread of the virus.’

Some 16 and 17-year-olds – 
those in the at risk categories or 
who have declared themselves 
an unpaid carer or who are in a 
shielding household - will also 
receive the jab.

reclaim mileage if diverted on 
to this route.

CalMac managing director 
Robbie Drummond said: 
‘Clearly, the loss of the MV 
Loch Seaforth and how this 
has a� ected other services has 
caused a lot of disruption to 

customers and we are so sorry 
about this. 

We are working closely with 
local businesses to make sure 
all demand for travel is being 
met and I am most grateful 
to them for their support, 
patience and understanding 

as we deal with this situation. 
We are con� dent that the MV 
Loch Seaforth will be back in 
service in a matter of weeks 
and the normal summer 
timetable will be back up and 
running as planned.’

Meanwhile, concern among 

islanders that CalMac was 
not making capacity avail-
able for residents who had 
medical appointments on the 
mainland, was taken up by 
Cunninghame North SNP 
candidate Kenneth Gibson 
this week.

However, area operations 
manager (Clyde) Tommy 

Gore told him: ‘What we will 
suggest to Arran residents if 
they � nd themselves unable 
to book onto the ferry for 
medical appointments over 
the next few weeks is that 
they should book themselves 
as foot passengers, arrange 
for a taxi from Ardrossan to 
whichever hospital it is that 

they have an appointment 
at and claim the cost of the 
taxi back, which we will 
reimburse.’

Mr Gibson said: ‘While this 
situation is not ideal, it does 
mean transport to medical 
appointments will be hon-
oured at no additional cost to 
islanders.’

Left: Golfers arriving and keen to get back on the Arran courses. 01_B18visitors02 Above: visitors 
arriving o�  the ferry at Brodick on Monday. 01_B18visitors01
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Katy Clark
Scottish Labour Party
Our immediate concern must be the 
pandemic and the a�ermath. We 
must increase investment in Ayrshire 
and Arran NHS as it faces cutbacks 
this year. 

�ese cuts must be reversed and 
investment made to address the 
backlog made by Covid.

Extra resources are needed in 
cancer care, mental health and social 

care in particular to create a NHS 
which works for all, as intended when 
Labour created the NHS.

Arran residents know only too well 
the increasing unreliability of the 
ferry service. Bad decisions by the 
Scottish Government on replacing 
ferries, the pier and the terminal have 
caused most of these problems.

Over the 14 years of SNP rule, there 
has been a failure to replace ferries 
across Scotland. 

Only �ve have been launched since 
2007 whilst 12 launched in the 14 
years prior to SNP control. 

With old vessels, the quality of 
service has diminished. 

Friends on Arran tell me this will 
not be resolved when the new ferries 
arrive, as these vessels are unsuitable 
for this route.

�e SNP has also failed to sign o� 
investment for Ardrossan harbour, 
which does not bode well for the 
future. I am calling for a short, sharp 
review involving the community to 
enable decisions to be made on the 
best course of action.

Housing continues to be a massive 
problem. Arran residents need 
priority in the allocation policy, but 
the shortage of housing can only be 
resolved with radical land reform. 

It is hugely disappointing that the 
Scottish parliament has not delivered 
this since 1999 and if elected I will 

use the platform to campaign for 
land reform to build homes on Arran 
and make economic decisions in the 
interests of the community.

I have worked closely with COAST 
on marine protection legislation 
and am concerned about how we 
strengthen marine protection further 
with the banning of practises such as 
scallop dredging and an increase in 
the use of �shing bans.

I thoroughly enjoyed representing 
Arran as your MP for 10 years and 
working with the local community. 

It would be a privilege to represent 
the community again in the Scottish 
Parliament, listening to local people's 
views and experiences and standing 
up for Arran on the issues which 
matter.

Kenneth Gibson
Scottish National Party 
(SNP)
Since 2007, the SNP government and 
I have worked for Arran’s people. 
Pre-lockdown I held 378 surgeries on 

Arran in nine communities over 13 
years and have assisted islanders and 
island organisations almost every 
single day. 

If re-elected, surgeries will resume 
post-Covid.

Arran has a very bright future.
A re-elected SNP government will 

invest in island infrastructure and a 
green recovery. 

An Islands Connectivity Plan will 
deliver 5G by the end of 2022 and im-
prove ferry resilience and reliability.  

�e MV Glen Sannox will be com-
pleted and road equivalent tari� will 
continue.

An Islands Bond will encourage 
young people and families to remain 
on Arran and help them to buy homes 
and create and sustain businesses.

North Ayrshire Council (NAC) 
is building 34 houses in Brodick, 
having secured a £2,380,000 SNP 
government grant, while Arran 
Development Trust will receive 
£3,612,000 to build 43 a�ordable 
homes in Lamlash.

NAC will be given powers to man-
age the number of second homes, 
refurbish derelict and abandoned 
properties, and house people who 
choose to live and work on Arran.

Previous SNP governments desig-
nated the No Take Zone in Lamlash 
and South Arran Marine Protected 
Area, and we’ll encourage the sus-
tainable growth of Scotland’s marine 
tourism to more than £500 million 
turnover by 2025.

Arran already bene�ts from the 
SNP government’s 100 per cent rates 
relief for tourism and hospitality 
businesses and a summer campaign 
will encourage people to holiday on 
the Clyde islands.

A Net-Zero Industry Pathway will 
help protect and enhance natural 
assets while delivering a low-carbon 

future for Arran. �e Young Person’s 
Guarantee for 16-to-24-year-olds 
will include green and nature-based 
training and employment.

�e SNP government legislated 
against the closure of rural schools, 
while expanding early years’ edu-
cation from 600 to 1,140 free hours 
a year, available now at �ve island 
primary schools.

A new centre of excellence for island 
and remote medicine and social care 
will be backed by a £25 million fund 
for carers and people with disabilities.

I’m keen to continue working for, 
and with, the people and communi-
ties of Arran if re-elected.

To ensure another island-focused 
government: #BothVotesSNP.

Jamie Greene
Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist   
It has been a pleasure to represent 
Arran as a regional member of the 

Candidates pledge to fight for Arran if elected
Four candidates are standing in the 
Cunninghame North seat, which includes 
Arran, at the Scottish parliamentary election 
to be held on Thursday May 6.
We asked each of the candidates to state 
what they would do for Arran and its 
economy if they are elected.
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Candidates pledge to fi ght for Arran if elected
Scottish parliament these past � ve 
years. 

I have done all I can to stand up for 
our island communities which have 
been let down for so long.

In my opinion, we deserve better. 
� e SNP passed a so-called Islands 
Bill during this parliamentary ses-
sion but can we say that island life is 
better?

Where was the island-proo� ng in 
the Glen Sannox ferry � asco? Or the 
countless crossings cancelled, tech-
nical failures and yet no replacement 
vessel in sight? 

Aside from the spiralling cost and 
frustrations around port infrastruc-
ture, businesses have struggled to 
move goods, and many islanders have 
missed vital hospital and medical 
appointments. 

Connecting our islands to the rest 
of the country surely should be a 
given? Sadly, the SNP has failed in 
every aspect of this.

Arran’s residents urgently need a 
ferry service that is � t for purpose 
and an MSP who will shout from the 
ra� ers about this. 

I will launch a full ferry plan con-
sultation which will properly take 

residents’ views into account on the 
type of ferry they want and what they 
expect from the service. 

We need new ferries and we need 
them fast.

Local services must also be properly 
funded. 

In 10 years, the SNP has cut North 
Ayrshire Council’s revenue funding 
by 14 per cent, despite its central 
government budget increasing by 
nine per cent. 

� ese cuts must be reversed through 
a ‘fair funding formula’ giving an 
extra £60 million to North Ayrshire 
and Arran for the local services we 
deserve; better broadband, � t for 
purpose roads, amenities for tourism 
and a much-needed consultation 
over what happens in our seas and 
environment.

� e SNP has had 14 years to make 
its case to islands. 

It must now pay the price for taking 
its eye o�  the ball.

Our focus should be on recovering 
from Covid, improving education, 
revitalising our economy and 
tackling hospital backlogs, not di-
viding our communities further with 
referendums. 

I make no apologies for standing up 
for you, in return I now ask for both 
your constituency and party votes to 
re-elect me.

Ruby Kirkwood
Scottish Liberal Democrats
I have lived in North Ayrshire 
for 32 years and currently live in 
Kilwinning, and previously I have 
served as a councillor for North 

Ayrshire Council. As a mum and a 
former councillor, I know what our 
families need. 

I know what are the real priorities 
of local families and their complaints 
that have gone unheard from the 
local administration.

I fully back my party’s ideas on how 
to help Scotland bounce back. 

� e Scottish Liberal Democrats 
and I want to make sure every young 
person can achieve their potential, 
with an education that embeds skills 
for life.

Scottish tourism business su� ered 
greatly during the pandemic. 

Too many of them were not eligible 
for support schemes until very late, if 
at all. 

� e uncertainty and the constantly 
changing regulations made it di�  cult 
to plan. I want to change that. 

Our area has so much to o� er, it’s 
natural scenery is part of our heritage 
and pride. 

We don’t just simply have to protect 
it, we also need to promote it.

Currently I work in adult social care, 
a sector I really enjoy as it allows me 
to show my personality traits – caring 
and hardworking. 

As someone who works in the � eld, 
I see the problems the SNP adminis-
tration has created and perpetuated 
for over a decade.

Scotland’s social care sector needs 
reform a� er the hell it has been 
through in the last year. 

I want to put my best qualities and 
experiences at the disposal of our 
community.  

I am forward thinking and, if 
elected, will do anything I can to help 
Cunninghame North improve and to 
protect our community.

My o� er is honest, clear and opti-
mistic, just like me. 

I want to put recovery � rst, and help 
our local community � ourish and 
successfully bounce back from the 
disruption the pandemic has created. 

If you want to put recovery � rst, 
and see our constituency bloom, vote 
Scottish Liberal Democrats.

HAVEYOURSAY
emaileditor@arranbanner.co.uk

VOTE
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LETTERS Write to us: editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran KA27 8AJ

 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered.  
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if 
they have a name, full address and phone number.

PRESSPOLICYCONTACTUS
Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran, KA27 8AJ. Phone: 01770 
302142
News editor: Hugh Boag: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter: Colin Smeeton:
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising: Cecilia Paul: 
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk

Thought for the week

HAVEYOURSAY
emaileditor@arranbanner.co.uk

‘� e stone which the builders rejected 
as worthless turned out to be the most 
important of all.’ Psalm 118:22

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEKMost prestigious ferry
Sir,
I read the Arran Ferry Action Group’s (AFAG) 
letter with interest because a few years ago when 
the new Brodick terminal was opened, I wrote 
to our MSP to point out many of the points now 
raised.

I was told quite perfunctorily that ‘did I not 
realise that the new terminal had been bestowed 
with a most prestigious award?’ - nothing else.    
As if that answered the question.

Well it would seem the Brodick terminal � asco 
was merely a warm up for the Glen Sannox one 
so I have to say I am really looking forward to 
seeing the ‘most prestigious award’ they have in 
store for that. 

Maybe it could be a new, properly sized ferry 
� t for purpose. Don’t bother with the glass case, 
we’ll use it straight away.

Yours,
Rory Cowan
Kildonan.

Lack of resilience
Sir,
Checking the CalMac website for availability 
for car bookings from Brodick to Ardrossan 
from May 3 to May 17, shows no availability for 
cars. � is shows how the problems with the MV 
Loch Seaforth lays bare the lack of reslience in 
the CalMac network.

In October last year, when the Loch Seaforth 
was undergoing her annual overhaul and freight 
tra�  c was backing up in Ullapool, Western 
Isles Council implored CalMac to investigate 
the leasing of the MV Pentalina from Pentland 
Ferries as relief. Su�  ce to say, nothing came of 
this suggestion.

� e cynical among us might say that CalMac 
is reluctant to make use of the MV Pentalina, 
which successfully serviced the Orkney to Gills 

Bay route from 2008, because in all likelihood 
it would be a success. � is would expose the 
folly of the Transport Scotland/CalMac ferry 
procurement process which looks to deliver two 
over-speci� ed ferries costing in excess of £200m 
at some time in the distant future. 

� e replacement for the Pentalina, the MV 
Alfred - 94 cars or equivalent and 430 passen-
gers - was procured without cost to the taxpayer 
for £15m and a delivery time of two years.

When will travelling islanders wake up to the 
fact that their interests are secondary to the 
machinations of politicians and other vested 
interests?

Yours,
Douglas Graham
Whiting Bay.

Puppy smuggling legislation
Sir,
For more than six years, Dogs Trust has been 
working to expose the cruel puppy smuggling 
trade. 

As members of Dogs Trust’s parliamentary 
Puppy Smuggling Taskforce, we have written 
to the government calling for urgent action to 
stop the illegal importation of dogs into the UK. 
Almost 50 MPs have signed this letter, including 
Patricia Gibson, MP for North Ayrshire and 
Arran.

� e � ndings in their � � h report, Puppy 
smuggling: puppies still paying as government 
delays, launched December 2020, are a glaring 
reminder action is needed not only to end the 
su� ering of puppies, but also to protect the 
unsuspecting buyers.

Since the launch of the Puppy Pilot scheme in 
December 2015, more than 1,500 illegally im-
ported puppies have been rescued and rehabil-
itated by Dogs Trust, with a street value of more 
than £3 million if sold at today’s in� ated prices. 
Until the government acts, many more puppies 
and dogs will su� er at the hands of criminals. 
We urge the government to take action and 
introduce legislation to put a stop to the illegal 
importation of dogs into Great Britain.

Yours,   
Dr Neil Hudson, MP FRCVS, Dogs Trust. 

Our photograph of 
the week is from 
Banner reader and 
regular contributor 
Allan Napier of 
Catacol who cap-
tured the ‘golden 
hour’ colours and 
optimum light in 
this early-morning 
image of the 
Sleeping Warrior. 
The north Arran hills 
are often referred 
to as the Sleeping 
Warrior as the 
pro� le resembles 
a resting human 
� gure. 

Much needed housing
� ey have been a long time coming but at 
last the new council houses in Brodick are 
showing real signs of coming to fruition.
� e picture of the � rst � nished two-bed-
room houses at the Brathwic Terrace site, 
which only require internal � ttings, is a 
welcome sight indeed and the rest of the 
development is coming on apace with the 
� rst homes due to be allocated later this 
summer.
And that is where it is vital that North 
Ayrshire Council gets it right. � e 34 
homes are too precious to the future of 
Arran’s economy to be handed out on a 
whim. So we are pleased to see that a local 
letting initiative will give islanders the edge 
with 100 points added to their application.
Additional priority will also be given to 
essential workers, who meet the criteria, as 
there is a realisation about di�  cult it is to 
hire and retain key sta�  in important jobs 
on the island, such as health and social care 
and education.
It is well known Arran has a chronic 
housing problem and there are just not 
enough a� ordable homes for the young, or 
reasonably priced long-let accommodation, 
because of the competing demands of 
second homes owners buying property and 
the more lucrative holiday lets for � ats and 
houses.
Moving forward, to encourage working age 
population growth, Arran will need to in-
vest in a� ordable housing and community 
areas to attract young professionals and 
families to the island.
Certainly 34 new council houses, the � rst 
to be built on Arran in 30 years, is a step in 
the right direction, but there is a long way 
to go to � nd a solution to resolve Arran’s 
future housing needs.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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A 12-year-old girl in an in� at-
able dingy had to be rescued 
by a lifeboat a� er being swept 
out to sea last weekend, writes 
Hugh Boag.

� e dangerous situation 
unfolded a� er a 999 call was 
received by the coastguard just 
before 1.30pm on Saturday 
April 24 reporting a child 
being swept out to sea on an 
in� atable toy.

Arran Lifeboat’s   volunteer 
crew’s pagers sounded at 
1.55pm on Saturday and the 
crew assembled in Lamlash 
covering the 19 miles to 
Blackwaterfoot in a little over 
30 minutes.

Campbeltown Lifeboat and 
Rescue 199 coastguard heli-
copter had also been tasked 
and the Campbeltown Lifeboat 
had taken the girl aboard 
safely.

� e Arran crew transferred 
the girl and in� atable dingy 
back to shore where they were 

taken into the care of the 
Arran coastguard. � e crew 
returned to Lamlash and the 
lifeboat was made ready for 
service again.

An Arran RNLI spokes-
woman said: ‘With lockdown 
rules beginning to li� , and 
hopefully some fair weather 
ahead, I’m sure many of you 
will be planning a trip to one 
of our beautiful   beaches – 
we’re spoiled for choice here 
on Arran.

‘Given our island home, it’s 
to be expected that many of us 
enjoy leisure activities on our 
seas and around our coastline.

‘� e RNLI has a whole 
range of advice and guidance 
on staying safe at sea, from 
sailing to paddle boarding and 
everything in between. You 

can � nd out more at rnli.org.
uk/safety.’

A Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency spokeswoman added: 
‘Please remember that in� ata-
ble boats and toys can be great 
fun in the swimming pool but 
are not recommended for use 
at the seaside as they can easily 
be blown out to sea.

‘If people do � nd themselves 
being swept out to sea, stay 
with the boat or toy and 
shout for help, waving arms if 
possible. If you see someone in 
di�  culty call 999 and ask for 
the Coastguard.’

Patients at NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran hospitals will 
once again be able to meet 
with their loved ones and 
receive visitors as NHS chiefs 
re-introduce designated 
visiting at hospitals.

The decision, which came 
into e� ect at the start of 
the week, is in response to 
the Scottish Government’s 
Covid-19 strategic framework, 
current trends of low 
community transmission and 
the continued success of the 
vaccine programme.

Patients can now receive 
one visitor for each visiting 
appointment but can have 
multiple designated visitors 
who can visit during appoint-
ment times. Essential visiting 
criteria will still apply in 
special circumstances based 
on clinical judgement and the 
needs of patients and their 
families.

Nurse director Hazel 
Borland said: ‘Visitors are 
such a critical part of a 
patient’s recovery. We were 
delighted to welcome them 
back to our hospitals from 
Monday April 26.’ 

Girl blown out to 
sea in in� atable

Arran and Campbeltown 
lifeboats and the rescue 
helicopter during the 
incident o�  Blackwaterfoot. 
Photograph: Neil Arthur.

Multi-agency rescue 
response launched

Visiting resumes at 
NHS Ayrshire and 
Arran hospitals

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702 REGULAR DELIVERIES TO THE ISLAND

OUR SHOWROOM IS OPEN
Come and meet your 

new car in person
01292 880080
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North Ayrshire Council is inviting Arran 
organisations to apply for funding from 
the UK Community Renewal Fund to assist 
with e� orts aimed at helping to rebuild the 
economy and communities following the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

� e fund aims to support people and 
communities most in need, creating oppor-
tunities to trial new approaches and inno-
vative ideas at a local level and to invest in 
skills, community and place, local business 
and support people into employment.

Applicants are encouraged to maximise 
impact and deliverability through larger 
projects (£500,000+) where possible, 
however, the UK government anticipates 
supporting a range of projects of varying 
themes and size.

All bids must meet the necessary criteria 
and focus on investment in at least one of 
four priority areas; skills; local business; 
communities and place; or supporting 
people into employment.

North Ayrshire Council will select bids 
that meet the UK government’s gateway cri-
teria that best align with their community 
wealth building priorities.

Mark Boyd, head of service (� nance), said: 
‘North Ayrshire Council, as lead authority, 
require to initially assess the bids prior to 
submission to the UK government. We 
hope to see some innovative and exciting 
submissions for funding.

‘� e process from submitting a bid to 
delivering the project will be quick so we 
would encourage organisations to ensure 
they apply in advance of the deadline.’

� e application process closes on Friday 
May 21 and the projects will be shortlisted 
in June for the UK government to assess. 
� e successful bids will be announced 
in July and projects must be delivered by 
March 31 2022.

Further details about the fund can be 
found on the council’s website and or-
ganisations planning on submitting a bid 
should complete the Expression of Interest 
form on the website at www.north-ayrshire.
gov.uk/crf

Renewal funding 
available to Arran

HAVEYOURSAY
emai led i to r@ar ranbanner.co.uk

Volunteers have stepped in to try 
and save the shorefront putting 
green in Whiting Bay.

In its � rst event since the start 
of the pandemic, Whiting Bay 
and Districts Improvements 
Association organised a social-
ly-distanced work party to rein-
force and improve the sea defences 
at the putting green in the centre 
of the village.

� is area of coastline su� ered 
extensive damage from the ‘Beast 
from the East’ storms a few years 
ago and the rock armour that was 
installed along the most vulnera-
ble points last year, thanks to the 
generous support of Armitage 
Groundworks, has played a vital 
part in protecting the coastline.

� ere is still concern, however, 
that high storm tides could still 
penetrate and weaken the defences 
by sucking out smaller stones, 
gravel and soil from between 
and behind the rock armour. To 
prevent this from occurring, last 
Sunday, a team of volunteers - 
with their own gardening gloves, 
spades and buckets and remark-

able vigour on a hot a� ernoon 
- made a considerable di� erence 
to the line of defence by � lling the 
gaps between the large rocks with 

stones and shingle and topping it 
with sand and soil as a foundation 
which will subsequently be plant-
ed with salt tolerant plants and 

shrubs. � ese are being nurtured 
by several group members who 
are growing marram grass, rugosa 
roses and other plants for trans-
planting as the season progresses.

A spokesman for the associ-
ation described the action as a 
small local attempt to protect an 
important village resource. � e 
plan to reinforce the rock armour 
is experimental and the approach 
will be monitored by the group 
to gauge its e� ectiveness, espe-
cially during the winter. If storm 
damage continues to erode this 
shoreline in coming years more 
radical action will be required.

� e environmental work will 
continue on this speci� c area of sea 
defence every Sunday a� ernoon 
throughout May from 2pm to 
3pm and volunteers are invited to 
go along to help contribute to the 
e� orts. Social distancing rules will 
apply and volunteers are requested 
to take along their own gloves, 
buckets, spades and to dress ap-
propriately for the weather.

Volunteers mobilise to save 
Whiting Bay putting green

The reinforced section of rock 
armour will also allow volun-
teers to restore the path which 
has eroded over the years.

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Volunteers � ll gaps 
in the rock armour 
to strengthen the 
sea defence along 
the putting green in 
Whiting Bay. 

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Sam Heughan...
My life in Scotland... 
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Horse trekking... Brilliant baking recipes...
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We’re open for business
Over the last weeks businesses on Arran have been toiling behind the scenes in 

preparation for their long awaited reopening after almost a year of limited trading, 
near-hibernation or complete closure.

And now, with the advent of warmer weather and the approaching summer, most of Arran’s 
businesses are ready, and very willing, to return to normal, o� ering visitors and locals all of their 
favourite products and services that have become synonymous with Arran quality.

Arran has sprung back to life this week with businesses bouncing back to once again o� er shoppers 
everything that they need, or could want, for comfortable island living. Of course, there are some 
changes to the way that businesses are run with safety precautions and customer protection at the 
top of the priority list, but there are also many other changes that have been made to improve the 
customer experience.

Some businesses have taken the opportunity to renovate their properties, expand their seating 
areas, spruce up the public areas or expand their product range and all have been deep cleaned 

and freshened up in anticipation of a busy summer season ahead.

Arran’s businesses are well known for their exceptionally welcoming attitude and 
willingness to help and now, like never before, they are ready to welcome you back 

with enticing o� ers and deals to attract your patronage. 

For the good of the local economy, your community and retaining a 
variety of island-owned industry, shop locally and help support 

Arran’s road to recovery.   
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Bay Wool and Crafts
Bay Wool and Crafts in Whiting Bay are delight-
ed to have reopened. They have expanded 
their extensive range of yarns, have work by 
additional craftspeople on display and have 
rearranged their layout to accommodate the 
restrictions, adding mobility access. They are  
thrilled to be welcoming customers, friends and 
visitors back to the shop to see the largest range 
of yarn and island-made gifts on Arran, plus 
tubs of Arran ice cream.  Thanks to everyone 
for adhering to the restrictions and helping to 
keep our island safe while everywhere slowly 
reopens. They look forward to seeing you all 
soon. Tel: 01770 700481 

Ann Hume Jewellery
Ann creates unique botanical jewellery in 
Sterling Silver. She uses hand forging and 
folding techniques. Her inspiration comes from 
� owers, leaves, seaweed, anything botanical. 
Ann has been making jewellery for 17 years and 
four years ago she opened her own studio be-
side her home in Brodick. The studio is situated 
in her garden on the edge of Stronach wood. If 
you’re lucky on your visit you might catch sight 
of a red squirrel or a heron nesting in the scotch 
pines above her studio. Please wear a face-mask 
when visiting. All Covid measures are in place. 

Arran’s Cheese Shop
Arran‘s Cheese Shop are really looking forward 
to welcoming customers back after four months 

of relative quiet. They have been busy making 
cheese orders for farm shops and deli’s on the 
mainland, doing their own mail orders and 
making their own chutneys for sale throughout 
the year. 

Arran’s Cheese Shop have created an extremely 
safe environment for all their customers with 
tra�  c lights, perspex and sanitiser.  On a visit 
you can see the cheese being made in the dairy 
and can select from a huge range of Arran and 
Scottish cheeses, their own chutneys and their 
own farmed Highland cow beef.  They also stock 
other Arran food products and deli items. Tel: 
01770 302788

Arran Apartments
Arran Apartments are so very happy to be 
able to welcome their visitors back to Arran 
as safely as possible. To prepare for this they 
have achieved their ‘Good To Go’ certi� cation  
and have enhanced cleaning protocols in 
place including rotating and isolating all linen, 
books, dvd’s, etc, between visits. Their visitors 
can be assured of a very comfortable stay in 
a totally self contained 4 Star Visit Scotland, 
TripAdvisor Certi� cate of Excellence home 
from home. Sea views will be enjoyed from the 
furnished decking shared only by the regular 
visitors – red squirrels and a variety of birds. 
Tel: 01770 600682

Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd
Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd are delighted that 
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their Lochranza and Lagg Visitor Centres have 
re-opened from Monday April 26, initially with 
both of the Visitor Centre shops and takeaway 
cafes opening from that date.

Then, from Monday May 17, both Lochranza and 
Lagg Distilleries will have indoor sit down café 
facilities and daily tastings available. These must 
be booked in advance as both will be following 
all Scottish Government guidance on Covid 
safety measures and restricted numbers.

You can book for Lochranza by contacting 
bookings@arranwhisky.com or calling 01770 
830264 and for Lagg on bookings@laggwhisky.
com or 01770 870565.

Chameleon
At Chameleon Ladies’ Boutique, they are 
delighted to be open again and spring has well 
and truly arrived. They have a shop packed 
full of comfortable stylish fashion brands with 
something to suit everybody.
In addition to Chameleon’s wide selection of 
clothing they also have a range of sandals from 
leading footwear brands Fly London and IGI, 
plus scarves, bags and artisan jewellery.
Whether you prefer to browse uninterrupted 
or would like some help to choose from their 
fabulous styles you can be sure of a very warm 
welcome. All necessary Covid precautions in 
place.
Find them in Lamlash at Hamilton Terrace. 
Tel: 01770 600201. Open Monday to Saturday 
10:30am – 5pm and always open online at 
www.chameleonarran.com.

The Lighthouse Restaurant 
Situated in Pirnmill, with stunning views, you 
will � nd The Lighthouse Restaurant where 
their friendly sta�  look forward to welcoming 
old and new visitors alike. Open six days a 
week, Tuesday to Sunday, from 10am – 3pm 
(including bank holidays), serving teas, co� ees 
and home baking along with delicious, light 
lunches and evening meals from 5pm -9pm. 
The food is cooked to order and is great value 
for money with good sized portions of fresh 
local produce and seafood, their strawberry 
meringues are a must.
Evening bookings are advisable and you are 
welcome to bring your own wine and there is 
no corkage charge. The Lighthouse also caters 
for small functions. Please call 01770 850240 to 
book.

COAST Discovery Centre
The COAST Discovery Centre is Good to Go! 
Their marine tank has creatures from the bay 
waiting to be marvelled at, and our shop is 
bursting with new eco-friendly and ocean-
themed gifts waiting to be taken home. For 
your safety, they will be following recommend-
ed advice on social distancing and household 
mingling. They rely on volunteers so please 
check their website (www.arrancoast.com) 
and Facebook page (arran.coast) for the most 
up-to-date opening times. If you fancy volun-
teering at the Discovery Centre, and learning 
more about marine conservation on Arran, 
please drop them a line (email@arrancoast.
com).
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three restaurants and bars

massage & beauty servicessegways, archery and bike hire available

two swimming pools drinks served all day, indoors and out

Welcome back to Auchrannie,
open daily to non residents.

for more information see:
www.auchrannie.co.uk
Auchrannie Resort
Brodick

01770 302234

 Brodick Bar & Brasserie
New garden area now open, a 

warm welcome awaits 
friends old and new

Love Food, love the Brodick Bar

01770 302169
brodickbar.co.uk

Brae Salon
Brae Salon has been established on Arran for 
over 40 years, with Alice Anderson at the helm, 
providing � rst class service in hair cutting, 
colouring, styling and beauty treatments from 
her salon in Blackwaterfoot. Life has been 
challenging this past year but the ‘bad hair 
days’ will soon be a thing of the past as Alice 
is open again. For many of us getting back 
in the hairdressers chair and relaxing with a 
co� ee and magazine is going to one of our 
main priorities. We long to lose the split ends, 
get the roots touched up and get our messy 
manes back in shape. Brae Salon is ready and 
waiting. To book please call 01770 860456 or 
email: andersonalice@btinternet.com 

Made in Arran
Made in Arran, in Lamlash is looking forward to 
welcoming everyone back after a long and dis-
rupted year whether you are having morning 
co� ee with fresh scones and warm pancakes 
or a light lunch with homemade soups and 
tasty toasties. There is always a large selection 
of amazing cakes to tempt you.
If you are looking for a holiday memento or 
just want to treat yourself, they have a wide 
range of quality gifts and locally made crafts 
from Arran Stonemen, Candles, Ailsa McNicol’s 
Jewellery and Arran Leathers with their 
sporrans and accessories and more goodies 
arriving weekly. Tel: 01770 600384

Red Door
Stacey, Ruth and the Red Door ladies have 
been busy working behind the scenes getting 
Red Door ready to welcome everyone back for 
all of your retail therapy needs.
As always, there is an incredible array of ladies 
summer scarves, brand new Edblad jewellery 
and beautiful new Roka bags. Not to mention 
a great selection of goodies for children, plus 
gift ideas for the hard to buy for men of the 
family, and some stunning new Marc Peters 
Glass and a fully stocked dog section for the 
four pawed family members.
The Red Door gang are looking forward to 
welcoming everyone back so be sure to pop in 
and say hello. Tel: 01770 303549 

The Whins Craft Shop
The Whins Craft Shop is the home of Arran 
Stonemen, a collection of painted stones 
which have been gathered from around the 
shoreline of Arran. The stones are wonderfully 
sculpted into little stonemen, all with their own 
unique character and appearance. The Whins 
Craft Shop also has a collection of decorative 
ornate and unusual candles handmade at the 
workshop. The workshop is open to the public 
seven days a week from 10am to 6pm and can 
found by walking up the North Newton track 
on the north side of the loch at Lochranza. Tel: 
01770 830650
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www.annhumejewellery.co.uk

07
97

55
89

43
2

delicate   intricate   contemporary
ann hume jewellery

m

Open 11-4pm Wed, Thurs
& Friday. Out with these
times, if my sign is at the
main road,  I am open.

Stronach Cottage
Douglas Place
Brodick
KA278DG

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
There is plenty to see and enjoy at the property.  Explore the gardens 

and grounds, the colours from the extensive collection of 
Rhododendrons are very impressive at the moment. Take in a tour of 

the Castle to see the wide selection of art on display and discover 
how the Hamilton family lived. Or simply enjoy a visit to our Isle be 

Wild adventure play park. The woodland café is also open, offering a 
selection of takeaway food. 

 
 

Brodick Castle, Gardens and Country Park are excited to welcome 
you back to visit.  

Brodick Castle, Gardens and Country Park are 
excited to welcome you back to visit 

 

 
 

The Gardens, Country Park and Playpark are open from 10-5pm daily, 
the Castle itself is open Saturday to Tuesday 11-4pm (last entry 

3.30pm)  

Brodick Bar and Brasserie
The Brodick Bar and Brasserie is delighted to be 
open again, the McKinnon family and all of the 
team would like to extend a warm welcome to 
all of their customers. The garden area o� ers a 
new addition to the premises both for meals 
and drinks. Everything is cooked from scratch 
and all � sh and shell� sh are locally sourced. 
Vegan, vegetarian and gluten free options 
are an intrinsic part of the menu. Open seven 
days a week, from 12noon and 12.30pm on a 
Sunday. Please call 01770 302169 to book.

Arran Active
Arran Active are looking forward to a busy 
season, where the emphasis will be on being 
outdoors. As ever, they have clothing, footwear 
and accessories to suit whatever conditions 
the Arran weather throws at us, and new for 
this year is a “Summer Shop” with wetsuits, 
aqua shoes, rash vests, bodyboards, sunhats, 
� ip � ops, etc. As last summer, camping looks 
like being very popular again and Arran Active 
have an extensive range of tents, camping fur-
niture and accessories. Andrew and his team 
look forward to welcoming you back and, as 
ever, they will do all they can to ensure a happy 
and safe shopping experience.

Auchrannie Resort
The Auchrannie Resort team is ready to 
welcome you back to their two 4 star hotels, 

35 star self-catering luxury lodges, 14 retreats, 
two pools, gym, spa, outdoor activities and, of 
course, their three iconic restaurants – Cruize 
Bar Brasserie, Brambles Seafood and Grill and 
Eighteen 69. Unfortunately the Playbarn and 
games hall will remain closed for the time 
being.

Safety remains their number one priority and 
they will continue to have all the appropriate 
measures in place to protect guests, team 
members and the local community.
Book now at : www.auchrannie.co.uk or call 
01770 302234

Cladach Sawmill
Cladach Sawmill and Garden centre has 
grown during lockdown! Home to probably 
the widest range of composts/soil improvers, 
including peat free, and the broadest range of 
plants for sale on the island. It is still your � rst 
choice for sheds, timber garages, fencing and 
gates but includes an ever-increasing range of 
garden essentials.
In our large greenhouse we have plants availa-
ble to view whatever the weather throughout 
the year. We stock an extensive range of pots, 
seeds, hand tools and much more beside. 
Located conveniently beside the Cladach 
visitor centre, Brodick with ample customer 
parking
Open Monday to Saturday from 10am to 5pm. 
Tel: 01770 302622
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www.glenislehotel.comwww.glenislehotel.com
RESERVE A TABLE ONLINE

NOW
OPEN
FOR

Breakfast

Teas & Coffees

Lunch

Outdoor BBQ

Evening Dining

 
...or enjoy drinks

in the garden

OR CALL US ON - 01770 600559

Welcome
Back

ONE ISLAND 
TWO DISTILLERIES

arranwhisky.com    
laggwhisky.com

WE ARE
OPEN

Cafe Rosaburn 
OPEN FROM 
WEDNESDAY 
28TH APRIL
OPEN 7 DAYS 

10.30AM -4.30PM

Old Byre Showroom
The Old Byre Visitor Centre in Machrie is de-
lighted to reopen. There’s plenty to see with 
the new Shoe Bothy where there is an exten-
sive selection of shoes, sandals, casual, boots, 
slippers and wellies on o� er from brands such 
as Dubarry, Birkenstock, Helly Hansen, Aigle, 
Start-Rite school shoes – along with their feet 
measuring service. Opposite is the revamped 
Old Byre Showroom, o� ering sustainable fash-
ion brands, beautiful knitwear from Scotland 
and Ireland, and there’s also bags, throws and 
accessories.

Café Thyme o� ers freshly made soups, home 
grown salads, � atbreads and pides (Turkish 
pizzas) from their wood burning oven. There 
is no need to book, just turn up, if they’re full 
they’ll give you a pager and you can browse 
the shops until a table is available.

The playpark has swings, slide, digger den, 
football, volleyball, climbing wall and lots 
more. This family business is keen to get going 
again and you’ll get a warm welcome when-
ever you go. www.oldbyre.co.uk Tel: 01770 
840227

Brodick Castle
Brodick Castle, Gardens and Country Park are 
excited to welcome you back to visit. There is 
plenty to see and enjoy at the property. Explore 
the gardens and grounds, the colours from the 

extensive collection of Rhododendrons are 
very impressive at the moment. Take in a tour 
of the Castle to see the wide selection of art on 
display and discover how the Hamilton family 
lived. Or simply enjoy a visit to our Isle be Wild 
adventure play park. The woodland café is also 
open, o� ering a selection of takeaway food.

The Gardens, Country Park and Playpark are 
open from 10-5pm daily, the Castle itself is 
open Saturday to Tuesday 11-4pm (last entry 
3.30pm).

The Wineport
The Wineport can be found at Cladach, 
Brodick, and is situated in a picturesque spot 
at the foot of Goatfell.
It is the perfect stop for drinks in the bar, fabu-
lous snacks and meals, hot drinks and delicious 
home baking. They have a great outdoor space 
and a lovely relaxed atmosphere which is suit-
able for adults and children. Dogs are also very 
welcome.
Open every day, their provisional opening 
hours will be: Monday to Thursday, 11am-5pm, 
food served from12 pm to 4pm, and from 
Friday to Sunday from 11am-7pm, with food 
served from 12pm to 6pm.
These hours may be extended as the season 
progresses and restrictions are gradually 
eased. They would encourage people to eat 
outside when weather permits although they 
do have limited availability indoors. 
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Bookings for tables is absolutely essential, 
please telephone 01770 302101 or contact The 
Wineport’s Facebook page. 

Arran Fine Foods 
Arran Fine Foods is most pleased to welcome 
all customers, existing and new, to their shop 
located in the picturesque village of Lamlash 
on the east coast of the island. Their small 
factory started life in the early 1970s, produc-
ing mustard, and now owing to the quality of 

their products, and the huge demand, they 
produce a wide range of delicious products 
known throughout the world for their quality 
and superior � avour. You are invited to browse 
through their selection of chutneys, jams, 
mustard and gifts, suitable for all the family, 
safe in the knowledge that they have taken 
care of your safety with all necessary measures 
to ensure your shopping experience is as safe 
and relaxed as possible. Tel: 01770 600118.
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Little Rock
Little Rock, which can be found in the centre 
of Brodick, wish everyone on Arran and all 
visitors a happy and healthy return. Following 
their soft opening these last few weeks they 
are now back to their usual trading hours, 
kick-starting the bank holiday weekend with 
their breakfast menu served from 9am. Little 
Rock are open daily from 9am to 5pm, (kitchen 
closes at 4pm), and on Sunday from 9.30am to 
5pm (Kitchen closed at 4pm). 

As well as inside and outside seating, takea-
way is available for food, cakes, shakes, hot 
chocolates, tea and, of course, co� ee. They 
will continue to work on a � rst come � rst serve 
basis and operate the pager system during 
busy times.
The Wee Deli is stocked and ready to go too, 
o� ering some fantastic foods, heat at home 
meals, an excellent range of � ne wines, 
Champagne, craft beers, liqueurs and lots of 
deli goodies. Tel: 01770 303886

The Drift Inn
The Drift Inn in Lamlash are looking forward 
to welcoming everyone back to their popular 
beer garden with stunning views overlooking 
Lamlash Bay and Holy Isle. During lockdown, 
they have made some changes which will 
guarantee that those � rst pints aren't tainted 
with our famous Scottish rain water. Another 
exciting announcement is the fabulous 
Seagate Brewery, just down the road from 

them, have created their very own ‘Two Doors 
Down’ blonde ale which is now available. As 
per the rules, they will only be serving alcohol 
outside for now. The Drift Inn also serve 
delicious lunches and evening meals with the 
menu changing daily, depending on what the 
local suppliers have for them that day. 
Visit www.driftinnarran.com or call 01770 
600608 to book a table.

Glenisle Hotel
The Glenisle Hotel which is nestled in the 
charming village of Lamlash boasts one of the 
most beautiful locations on the Isle of Arran; 
looking across Lamlash Bay toward the Holy 
Isle which rises 1,000 feet out of the sea. Once 
you have experienced Arran from the comfort 
of the Glenisle Hotel, with its amazing rooms, 
delicious food and friendly sta�  you might � nd 
yourself, like so many others, coming back year 
after year for a regular break which both re-
laxes and revitalises. Call 01770 600559, email 
enquiries@glenislehotel.com or visit www.
glenislehotel.com to book.

Cafe Rosaburn
Pay a visit to the Isle of Arran Heritage Museum 
and you will � nd Cafe Rosaburn. For the � rst 
few days it will be outside dining only, so bring 
a jacket. Indoor service will resume next week 
where you can enjoy scrumptious food, deli-
cious cakes and freshly brewed co� ee in their 
homely cafe.



Book review

A new book features the Arran 
Coastal Way, among 25 of 
the most iconic long-distance 
trails in the UK.

Vertebrate Publishing, 
which specialises in outdoor 
books and guides, has just 
produced Big Trails: Great 
Britain & Ireland Volume 2, a 
guide to long-distance trails 
in England, Scotland, Wales, 
Ireland and the Channel 
Islands.

� e book is designed to in-
spire big adventures, providing 
everything you need to plan 
and explore further, including 
a general overview of the trails, 
speci� c technical information, 
overview mapping, stunning 
photography and a uniquely 
devised Jones-Ross formula 
that calculates custom itiner-
aries according to the speed 
you’d like to complete the trail, 
whether that be walking, trek-

king, fastpacking or running.
� e 103km Arran Coastal 
Way is the � rst walk featured 
in the book. � e walk, which 
encircles the island, is said to 
o� er ‘a little of everything’.

‘From mossy paths through 

bluebell-rich woods and strolls 
along the beach to scrambles 
over boulders and tricksy, 
gorsy paths, as well as the oc-
casional country road and the 
opportunity to climb Goatfell, 
a corbett and the island’s 

highest mountain. � e path is 
waymarked with a distinctive 
gannet symbol; gannets fre-
quently swoop over the island 
on � shing excursions from 
their colony on the rocky Ailsa 
Craig,’ the book says.

� e other routes featured in 
the book comprise more of the 
best trails in Great Britain and 
Ireland.

From some of Wales’ best 
views on the Pembrokeshire 
Coastal Path and the magnif-

icent moorlands of the Two 
Moors Way (Devon Coast to 
Coast) in South-West England, 
to Scotland’s wild moors on 
the Southern Upland Way and 
over high cli� s on Ireland’s 
Burren Way.

In the shadows of Lakeland 
peaks on the Cumbria Way 
and around � ve islands on the 
Channel Island Way, the book 
incorporates the highlights 
of Great Britain and Ireland, 
from its centre to its outermost 
edges.

It is the third book in the pub-
lisher’s Big Trails guidebook 
series, the others covering the 
UK and Europe. � ey have 
also published Scottish Island 
Bagging and Great British Bike 
Rides.
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A section of 
the Arran 
Coastal Way 
featured 
in the new 
book. 

Arran’s Coastal Way features 
in third iconic trails book

The start and � nishing point 
of the Arran Coastal Way in 
Brodick. 01_B18coastalt02

VISITUS
www.arranbanner.co.uk

Sam Heughan...
My life in Scotland... 

Stunning interiors... West Coast photography... 
Bill Paterson’s Credo... Kirkcudbright gardens... 

Samuel Peploe’s artwork... Gordon Setters... 
Horse trekking... Brilliant baking recipes...

May
Clanlands 
Receive a FREE 

copy of the 
book when you 

subscribe

Ticket prices
INDIVIDUAL TICKET £80 + VAT       TABLE OF 10 £750 + VAT 

Payment options: 
pay in full or in two or three monthly installments 

Full payment due no later than 
31 August 2021

Be a part of this year’s 
SCOTTISH FIELD WHISKY AWARDS

to purchase tickets visit:
beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-fi eld-whisky-

awards-21st-anniversary
*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.

For more information contact jboyle@scottishfi eld.co.uk

Book your spot at our 21st Whisky Awards ceremony 
to fi nd out the top drams of the year. 

Each ticket includes:
• Glass of Prosecco on arrival. 

• Three-course meal at the Sheraton Grand Hotel, Edinburgh. 
• Half bottle of wine per person. 

• A Scottish Field Whisky Awards Magazine and whisky miniatures. 
• The chance to sample 2021’s winning whiskies at tasting stations 

(with the winning whiskies ranging in price from £40 to £700). 

29 October 2021
6pm arrival - 11pm close 
Dress code: Smart casual

1
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Children always love being 
outdoors and over the pan-
demic this has never been 
more important.

Lamlash Primary School 
has a huge amount of outdoor 
space but it has not been fully 
utilised – until now.

� e school is putting a huge 
e� ort into the developing 
its outdoor area, including a 
covered outdoor classroom, 

which doubles as a play area, a 
trim trail, a vegetable garden 
with other spaces under 
development.

Principal teacher Lucy 
Marriott said: ‘We have been 
giving a lot of thought to the 
health and wellbeing of the 
children, and during the pan-
demic have given a lot more 
thought to our outdoor space. 
We have lots of land here, but 
it was really under utilised.

‘We’ve recently had a new 
trim trail added to our play-
ground, as well as outdoor 
seating and tyres to become a 
range of di� erent and exciting 

Making full use of outdoors spaces at Lamlash primary
Words and photos
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos

Girls swinging on the trim trail equipment. 01_B18lamlash03

Above: The trim trail is always popular at playtime. 01_B18lamlash07 Below: The outdoor class-
room, which can also be used for play. 01_B18lamlash08

Above: The boggy area which is to be used for the quiet spot. 01_B18lamlash05. Below: The 
ups and downs of the trim trial. 01_B18lamlash04
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Making full use of outdoors spaces at Lamlash primary
learning – and playing –  op-
portunities for our children.

‘We’ve had lots of support 
from various businesses on 
the island and have some even 
bigger plans for the rest of this 
term.’

�at has included a £500 
donation from the Co-op to 
create a sensory garden and 
they have had great   support 
from Gavin Mutch at Cladach 
Sawmill, Alastair MacKenzie 
at MacKenzie Logs and the 
major building �rms on the 
island.

Future plans include a 
vegetable and herb garden in 

raised beds, a bug hotel and 
a quiet woodland spot on an 
area of ground which is pres-
ently muddy in wet weather. 

�e outside areas will also be 
used by the early years classes 
next door in the high school.

P6/7 class teacher Vicky 
Macdonald added: ‘We want 
to get the children involved in 
the design and engineering of 
the areas we are creating, so 
everyone can get exactly what 
they want.

‘�e backing of businesses 
on the island has been out-
standing and we can’t thank 
them enough.’

Principal teacher Lucy 
Marriott and Vicky 
Macdonald in the outdoor 
classroom. 01_B18lamlash01

Below left: Girls swinging 
on the high bar, with the 
new shelter behind them. 
01_B18lamlash06

Above: The boggy area which is to be used for the quiet spot. 01_B18lamlash05. Below: The 
ups and downs of the trim trial. 01_B18lamlash04

Pupils play on the giant tyre in the outdoor classroom. 01_Blamlash10

Above: The raised beds where herbs and vegetables will be grown. 
01_B19lamlash09 

Below: Children playing on the trim trail. 01_B18lamlash02
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Before Lochranza pier was 
built in 1889, a small ferry took 
passengers ashore from bigger 
ships, run by the postmaster, 
Robert Kerr, who lived at 
Clachorine.

When the Duke of Hamilton 
decided to build a pier, Robert 
took on the post of piermaster. 
However, it proved to be too 
di�cult to manage the pier ac-
tivities from the post o�ce, and 
the Duke agreed to have an ad-
jacent Pierhouse built in 1891, 
where Robert’s son, Robert Jr, 
took up residence and the role 
of piermaster. With Kerr being 
the predominant family name 
in Lochranza at the time, 
the family was known as the 
Pierhouse Kerrs.

On Robert Jr.’s sudden death 
in 1925, his eldest son, John, 
resigned a career in insurance 
on the mainland to take up the 
reins, and Fereneze was built 
next door for his widowed 
mother, Annie.

�e house was named a�er 
the estate in Barrhead, where 
her father, John Macpherson 

of Feorline, Shiskine, had been 
gamekeeper.

John’s only son, Robert 
Kerr, was brought up in 
the Pierhouse, attending 
Lochranza primary school, 
the high school in Lamlash, 
and then leaving the island, as 
all aspiring scholars had to do, 
to be educated in Edinburgh, 
at George Watson’s College.

While training as an engi-
neer at the ‘Tech’ in Glasgow, 
now Strathclyde University, 
Robert apprenticed at Polar 
Engines in Govan, where he 
met his future wife, Isobel. 
He was 18 years old, she was 
15, and their happy marriage 
lasted a lifetime.

A�er a spell in the Merchant 
Navy and National Service 
at RAF Kinloss, production 
engineering eventually took 
Robert to family biscuit �rm 
Gray Dunn & Co in Glasgow, 
where he was general manager 
for many years.

His instinctive passion for 
process improvement and his 
clear-headed management 

style ensured the biscuit fac-
tory’s e�ciency and produc-
tivity, which meant that many 
jobs were retained in the face 
of buy-outs from Rowntree 
Mackintosh and, later, Nestle.

�is passion permeated 
everything he did – nothing 
was exempt, every household 
item was assessed…co�ee 
machines, Dysons, mobility 
scooter, all could be improved!

He returned to Fereneze in 
1995, where his parents had 
lived since his father retired 
from the pier until his death 
in 1982. His pride and joy, his 
boat Aeolus, was moored in 
the bay for many years.

An intensely private man, 
Robert shied away from 
clubs and social groups, and 
although he did not attend any 
church, he very much valued 
its place in the Lochranza 
community. His father had 
been an elder at the kirk and 
was quietly involved in the 
running of the village hall, so 
Robert was happy to contrib-
ute to the establishment of 

the new hall. His passion for 
continuous improvement was 
matched by his love of boats 
and his frustration at the de-
mise of the Clyde ferry service. 
Coming from generations who 
had known the island, the sea, 
and the ships, it pained him 
to see the reliable Arran ferry 
service reduced to a token pro-
vision, run by people ignorant 
of all three. �e Arran Banner 
received several letters from 
him on this topic over the 
years.

Robert is survived by his three 
children, six grandchildren, 
and two great-grandchildren.

He will be remembered with 
great fondness and pride, a 
principled man whose practi-
cal wisdom was an inspiration 
to many. �ere will be a 
private funeral at Lochranza 
on Wednesday May 5, with the 
hearse leaving from Fereneze 
at noon. �e family would be 
grateful if residents would 
wave him on his way from 
their gardens.   

Audrey Kerr

Last of the Lochranza Pierhouse Kerrs
Robert Kerr: November 7, 1933 to April 20, 2021

Arran Open Studios organisers 
have indicated that they have 
every intention of celebrating the 
10th anniversary of hosting their 
annual art studio visiting event 
later this year, however, a �nal 
decision will not be made until 
next month.

With last year’s event 
cancelled owing to strict Covid 
restrictions, organisers are now 
more determined than ever to see 
the event going ahead between 
Friday August 13 and Monday 
August 16 this year.

�e Arran Open Studios (AOS) 
initiative sees artists on Arran 
opening their doors to visitors 
and invites them to learn about a 
wide range of contemporary art 
from Arran-based artists.

Visitors can see the artists’ 
natural work environment and 
can discuss working methods, 
subjects, materials, and the whole 
gamut of what it means to derive 
a livelihood and ful�lment from 
working in the arts.

Artistic disciples range from 
jewellery-making to painting, 

sculpture and ceramics, stained 
glass and wood working of all 
types, textiles and furniture 
making, and drawing print and 
illustration among many more.

A spokesperson from AOS said: 
‘We are con�dent that the event 
will go ahead for its 10th year. 

‘�e Open Studios has the 
support of 34 artists, all signed 
up and enthusiastic to open up 
for visitors in what’s hoped will 
be a more relaxed August. �is is 
the hope.

‘�is decision, like all others 

in society at present, would be 
subject to the vagaries of the 
virus and government rules. We 
have one more meeting before 
taking a �nal decision but the 
optimism within the group is 
palpable.’

Further details of all of the 
venues and pro�les of the artists 
can be found on the Arran Open 
Studios website at www.arran-
openstudios.com which will help 
visitors to strategically plan their 
visits and set up an itinerary for 
the weekend.

Arran Open Studios determined to celebrate 10th anniversary
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THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday April 28, 2001

More than 20 enthusiastic Gaelic learners came together at the Arran Learning Centre last 
Saturday for a day of language workshops organised by the Taigh Arainn Project. 01_B18tweY03

A disappointing �eld of just 
32 runners took part in this 
year’s Ormidale 10k road 
race. They are seen leaving 
Ormidale Park last Sunday. 
01_B18tweY01

Right: All the prizewinners 
at end of the Ormildale 10k 
event. Only eight local men, 
and no women took part 
with Arran runners Stephen 
Beardsley, Dennis Padden 
and Tommy Gilmore picking 
up prizes in the veteran 
categories. 01_B18tweY02

A painting of Arran, entitled The Holy Isle, by artist Ernest 
Archibald Taylor, has gone on show in a Glasgow gallery 
after it was found in a portfolio of his work uncovered when 
his daughter Merle died. E A Taylor, who was born in 1874, 
along with his artist wife Jessie M King, ran a summer school 
for artists in High Corrie from 1911 until the late 1930s. 
Only one of the uncovered paintings is dated – 1924 – but 
it is thought they were all painted during the years of the 
summer school. 01_B18tweY06 

Three Arran youngsters are planning a sky-dive to raise 
money for the Meningitis Research Foundation. Amanda 
Trotter, Kevin Jackson and Dawn Thomson, above, will 
attempt the feat above St Andrews in June. 01_B18tweY05

Well over 100 church goers on Arran 
from all denominations took part in the 
Walk of Witness held in Brodick on Good 
Friday. 01_B18tweY04GETINVOLVED

emaileditor@arranbanner.co.uk
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PRIVATE SALES

PERSONAL NOTICES

RECRUITMENT CLASSIFIEDS
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

SELF STORAGE

CONTAINER STORAGE NOW AVAILABLECONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make 
reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

PROPERTY

PUBLIC NOTICE

WANTED
Wanted vinyl records. 
Good and accurate prices 
paid for well looked a� er 
records. No classical or easy 
listening. All other genres 
considered. Contact Jamie on 
07983624634 or 01770600969

Auchrannie Resort is proud to be a Real Living 
Wage employer and Scotland’s fi rst Employee 
Owned Resort. In 2020 we were voted in the 

Times Best Companies Top 50 places to work in 
Scotland and we truly believe that our People are 

the key to our success.

We are currently looking for a full 
time Recreations Assistant to join 

our team.
Full training will be provided but some 

experience working in a similar role and an 
interest in health and fi tness would be an 
advantage. The role involves leisure facility 

supervision, reception cover and maintaining 
high standards of safety and cleanliness.
Great benefi ts including £9.50 p/h, free 

leisure membership, resort discounts and 
much more.

We are also looking for part time team 
members to join in our Awesome Food and 

Beverage, Housekeeping and Recreations 
teams.

To apply or for more details please email: 
kaitken@auchrannie.co.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND  

CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be examined 
online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 21.05.21. 
Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

21/00365/PP; Site To North Of Doonhill (Plot 7), Harbour View, Blackwaterfoot, Ayrshire; 
Amendment to planning permission 20/00921/PP to reposition proposed dwelling house.
21/00363/PP; Site To North Of Woodlea Cottage, Whiting Bay, Brodick, Ayrshire; 
Erection of 2 number new dwelling houses.
21/00386/PP; Tormore Cottage, Machrie, Brodick, Ayrshire; Formation of glamping site 
with 10no. glamping pods, a reception hut, associated private drainage system, 
permeable footpaths, parking and landscaping.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS IN 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1987

Applications for Listed Building Consent.
21/00378/LBC; Alexanders Shop, Brodick, Ayrshire, KA27 8AJ; Replacement of windows 
to front elevation.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Happy 18th Birthday Erin and Abbie
Lots of love,

Mum, Dad, Rachael, Lisa, Donald & John
Aunty Lesley, Uncle Paul, Kirsty & Cameron. 

Xxx
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ARRAN BANNER GOLF
Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies section: Wednesday 
April 21, Medal: 1 Anne 
Macvicar 81-19=62 BIH; 2 
June Richardson 88-26=62. 
Scratch Sheena Murchie 78.

� ursday April 22, Summer 
Cup. 1 Derek Harrison 
83-21=62; 2 Dylan Smith 
82-19=63; 3 William Skinner 
83-19=64; 4 Willie Currie 
75-10=65 BIH. Best scratch 
Dougie Macfarlane 69. Magic 
twos: Derek Harrison and 
Iain Murchie @16th, William 
Skinner @17th, Paul Cowan 
@14th and Paul Jameson 
@2nd.

Sunday April 25, Dri�  
Inn Quaich. 1 Ian Bremner 
39pts winner by BIH over, 2 
Dylan Smith 39pts runner 
up; 3 Dougie Macfarlane 
38pts; 4 John O’Sullivan 
35pts BIH. Best scratch 
Dougie Macfarlane 36pts to 
Stableford. Magic twos: Dylan 
Smith @16th, Ian Bremner 
@16th, Stuart Campbell @4th, 
Norrie MacIntyre @13th, 
Andrew Allan Campbell 
@6th, Dougie Macfarlane 
@11th and 16th.

Fixtures: Sunday May 2, 
AGA Spring Handicap at 
Brodick. Late entries accepted. 
Phone Brodick Golf Club. 
� ursday May 6, Summer 
Cup, make up own groups and 
see starter for times.

Booking lines are still open for 
the Arran Mountain Festival 
which is to be staged next 
month.

It is one of the few events 
which is going ahead this 
summer despite the easing of 
Covid restrictions as it is all 

being held outdoors. � is year’s 
event is being held from Friday 
May 14 to Monday May 17 and 
is o� ering a slightly amended 
schedule, but, as one of the 
organisers said: ‘We know you 
will enjoy everything we have 
to o� er and the stunning Arran 

mountains will more than 
make up for any changes.

‘We’re also delighted to con-
� rm that we will be running 
guided mountain bike sessions 
courtesy of Ride Arran MTB 
Guiding.  

‘A� er the disappointment of 

last year, it’s great to be bring-
ing something new to the 2021 
event.’

All of the events are listed on 
the website at www.arranmoun-
tainfestival.co.uk and there is 
something to suit all abilities 
and levels of experience.

Bookings still open for mountain festival

A group walk on Beinn 
Tarsuinn. Photograph: Alastair Howe

Whiting Bay 
Golf Club
Sunday April 25, Captain’s 
Prize. A total of 30 played 
on a glorious morning in  
club captain Stan Rainey’s 
Captain’s Prize day. � e 
shotgun start coupled with the 
relaxed format of a yellow tees 
Stableford made for a most 
enjoyable morning’s golf. � e 
� eld was mixed with prizes for 
gents and ladies.

In the overall competition 
the placings were: 1 Dave 
Hackett 13, 40pts acb; 2 
Stewart Hammond 32, 40; 3 
Patricia Tait 30, 39 acb; 4 John 
Simmons 14, 39. Patricia also 
won � rst prize in the ladies 
� eld where the runners up was 
Lynda Blair (23) on 38 points 
just pipping Gillian Lockhart 
(17) into third place on a 
countback. Kevin MacAleney 
scored the only magic two of 
the day at the 17th and won 
the prize for nearest the pin 

there. Many thanks are due 
to captain Stan Rainey for 
the arrangements and for his 
generosity in providing such 
an array of prizes, especially 
as he was unable to play 
himself due to injury. Next 
year Stan, next year.

Fixtures: Sunday May 2, 
AGA Spring Handicap at 
Brodick. Wednesday May 5, 
Summer Trophy.

Shiskine Golf Club
� ursday April 22, ladies 
Coronation Foursomes. 1 
Elizabeth Kelso and Sheila 
Gray 37pts; 2 Fiona Henderson 
and Ann May 36pts BIH; 3 
Alice Anderson and Jenni 
Turnbull 36pts.

Sunday April 25, gents 
12-hole medal. 1st class: 1 
scratch and winner Sandy 
Kerr 45-6=39 BIH; 2 Iain 
McLean 45-6=39; 3 Joe 
Faulkner 47-6=41. 2nd class: 1 
Colin Rutterford 53-14=39; 2 
Marc Campbell 51-10=41 BIH; 
3 Tony Ellis 53-12=41 BIH.

Magic twos: P McCalla, R 
Traill, S Kerr, J Morrison, H 
Bannatyne, A Stewart.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday April 21, 
Wednesday Medal. 1 R Burke 
75-13=62, BIH; 2 P Moran 83-
21=62; 3 G McKelvie 70-7-63. 
An impressive level par 31 on 
the back nine by Raymond 

Burke gives him victory.
Saturday April 24, Saturday 

Medal: 1 A Smith 76-15=61; 2 
D Logan 73-11=62; 3 W Paton 
72-8=64, scratch.

Fixtures: Saturday May 
1, Saturday Medal. Wednesday 
May 5, Wednesday 
Medal. Please arrange 
your own pairings and 
play according to the latest 
Covid regulations.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday April 21, Summer 
Cup, 46 played. 1 Terry 
Raeside 75-13=62; 2 Jimmy 
Armit 78-14=64 acb; 3 Nicol 
Hume 78-14=64 acb. Scratch 
Ewan McKinnon 68.

Sunday April 25, Belhaven 
Medal, 30 played. 1 Kenny 
McMillan 76-15=61; 2 Jimmy 
Armit 77-14=63; 3 Matt 
Dobson 70-6=64 acb. Scratch 
Ewan McKinnon 64.

Fixture: Sunday May 2, AGA 
Spring Handicap.

Machrie Bay 
Golf Club
Saturday May 1, Hugh 
Steel Cup over nine holes. 
Tee-o�  12.30pm. Tuesday 
May 4, Peter Sutton/Lady 
Mary. Tee-o�  12.30pm and 
5.30pm. Anyone planning 
to play on Tuesday evening 
should contact Brian by 
Monday.

DEATHS
FRANCIS - Brian Edward. A� er 
a lengthy illness Brian passed 
away peacefully at Montrose 
House on 17th April 2021. Late 
of Whiting Bay. Sadly missed by 
family and friends. 
MCNEIL - Valerie McAllister 
(BOW) - of Pirnmill. Passed away 
suddenly on Saturday, 24th April 
2021 at Montrose house a� er a 
short illness. Dearly loved Mum 
of Val, Grandmother of Helen, 
Gemma, Kerry, Laura, Yazmin 
& Robin. Great grandmother of 
Cameron, John, Rosie, Penny, 
Mia, Skye & John. Deeply missed 
by all. Good night & God bless 
you Bow xxx. Funeral cortege 
will leave from Mid Penrioch, 
Pirnmill at 12 noon on Friday, 
7th May for a private service at 
Lochranza cemetery. Family 
� owers only please, donations if 
desired to Cancer Research UK.

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but 
working together

� ere is a booking system at 
Brodick & Shiskine churches as 

the numbers are still limited. 
Liz Lawrie 302782 

& John Kerr 860 498
� ere will be a streamed service 
fortnightly, this can be found on 

the three Church websites.
Sunday 2nd May 2021
Lochranza & Pirnmill 

Churches-
Service at Lochranza Church 
10:15am Morning worship.
Shiskine Church 12noon. 

Morning worship.
Brodick Church 10.30am 

Morning worship.
Corrie Church at 12noon. 

Morning worship.
� e FoodBank continues from 

Brodick Church

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 2nd May
THE SACRAMENT OF 

COMMUNION WILL BE 
CELEBRATED AT 10.30AM

As our capacity is greatly 
reduced due to the two metre 
social distancing, we have a 

booking system.
You are asked, please, to phone 
Mrs Janet Redfearn on 700244 
by the Friday lunchtime if you 

wish to attend Sunday worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Scotttish Charity SC015072
Sunday 2nd May
Kilmory 10 am

Lamlash Church Hall 11.30 am
Due to our reduced capacity,if 

you wish to attend Sunday 
Worship in Lamlash, please 

phone Margaret McArthur at 
600363 by midday on Friday.

All welcome
We will be observing all socially 

distancing procedures

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 2nd May

5th Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion at 11 am.

Rev Barry Roberts
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

We follow strict SEC guidelines
Revd Barry Roberts will be on 
Arran during May as assistant 
priest. He can be contacted on 

07949-427791.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
A reminder that our mini-

service is still available every 
week on our website: www.

arranbaptistchurch.btck.co.uk
If you go to the homepage and 

look below the map picture you 
will � nd the link to pick up the 
service. To access click on the 

� rst letter of the link.
We would love you to join us.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Our Church is now open for 
public worship, subject to social 

distancing, wearing of face 
coverings and NHS Test and 

Protect requirements. Services 
are as follows :

Saturday 1st May
Vigil Mass at 5pm
Sunday 2nd May

Morning Mass at 11am
Capacity in church is strictly 

limited.
Attendance at all the above 
services is by booking only. 

Tel 600595 or email 
peterdwilko@gmail.com to 

check availability and con� rm 
your place

BLESS O LORD 
THIS ISLE OF ARRAN

ST ROCH 
PATRON OF THE SICK 

PRAY FOR US
OUR LADY OF THE ISLES 

PRAY FOR US
ST COLUMBA 
PRAY FOR US

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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SPORTSPORT
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Arran jockey Nicola Currie is o�  to a 
� yer as the 2021 � at racing season gets 
underway.

She has had two winners in the 
last week and now has now notched 
up 175 winning rides since turning 
professional in 2017.

� e 1000 and 2000 Guineas meeting 
at Newmarket this weekend are seen 
by many as the o�  cial start of the 
� at season and Nicola, a professional 
jockey based at Lambourn, is ready for 
the o� .

She is no longer the stable jockey for 
Jamie Osborne because, as she knew 
would happen, his daughter Sa�  e has 
taken that on.

Nicola has found it has been harder 
over the winter months to get good 
rides partly because a jockey can only 
attend one race meeting a day since 
Covid and there are a lot of jockeys 
� ghting for the rides, mainly on the 
all-weather tracks.

Nicola was born and brought up  in 
Shiskine where her family still live.

Her gran Margie Currie told the 
Banner: ‘It’s always tougher for those 
who don’t have a trainer family 
behind them. However, she is riding 
out for as many di� erent trainers as 
she can including George Baker, who 
loves Arran, and George Boughey in 
Newmarket, a promising young trainer.’

On Tuesday April 20 she won for 
trainer Boughey on two-year-old 
Navello at Wolverhampton at odds 
of 100/30 and again this Tuesday on 
the same horse at Brighton when its 

Nicola ready for new fl at 
season after tough winter

odds had been cut to 2/1. Nicola, who is 
sponsored by BetVictor for which she 
also writes a blog, is still undergoing 
physio since a back injury some time 
ago but has a gym in her garage with 
a running machine and an equicizer, 
as riding � tness is very di� erent from 
other sports.

Margie added: ‘She is currently 
building up new connections and 
looking ahead and hoping for a busy � at 
season.
‘It’s a tough life but she enjoys it. 

It’s full of ups and downs as in any 
professional sport and takes a strong 
personality to keep looking ahead.’

Nicola had her � rst race in 2013 as 
an apprentice, and had her � rst win in 
December 2016.

Her best season so far was 2018-19 
when she had 82 wins from 795 rides 
and has been among the top 10 female 
jockeys in Britain.

Two wins in last week sees Arran jockey set for starters orders

Arran jockey Nicola Currie is ready for the new � at season. 

‘It’s a tough life but she enjoys 
it. It’s full of ups and downs as 
in any professional sport and 
takes a strong personality to 
keep looking ahead.’

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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