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Major summer events on 
Arran are cancelled again

The mass pipe band march 
at the Highland games will 
be much missed on Arran 
this summer. 01_B16games01

... but the island is all set for a bumper season
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Continued on page three.

Major summer events on 
Arran are cancelled again

Two of the most popular 
events in the Arran summer 
calendar have been cancelled 
for a second time.

Brodick Highland Games has 
been forced to cancel for the 
second year running because 
of concerns over potential 
crowd numbers at Ormidale 
Park on what should have been 
the 133th staging of the games. 
And the hugely popular Arran 
Farmers’ Show has also been 
cancelled for 2021.

As many as 4,000 specta-
tors would usually be at the 
Highland games to watch the 
pipe bands, races and heavy 
events and enjoy the stall 
attractions, while the farmers' 
show also attracts thousands 

to Glenkiln Farm to see the 
judging of the animals, the 
tractors, the horses and the 
guest star attraction on the 

day. � is would have been the 
184th staging of the show.

In a statement, games 
committee chairman Donald 

Mckelvie con� rmed: ‘It is with 
great sadness that following a 
reluctant committee decision 
we are cancelling the 2021 

Brodick Highland Games. � e 
health and safety of our com-
munity remains paramount 
during these unusual and 
di�  cult times.

‘I am hoping along with the 
committee that come August 
2022 we will be back to some 
normality and can revisit 
Ormidale Park to celebrate 
a spectacular 2022 Brodick 
Highland Games.’

Farmers’ Society chairman 
David Henderson expressed 
his ‘sadness’ at having to can-
cel the show, a� er a meeting 
on Wednesday night, but said: 
‘� is was a very tough decision 
to make but with uncertainty 
over continued Covid restric-

tions it was felt we couldn’t 
proceed with the show.

‘We are, however, going to 
run a virtual online show in 
the summer which we hope 
members and the general pub-
lic will take part in. We look 
forward to welcoming you all 
back to a sunny Glenkiln for 
our show in August 2022.’

Arran SWI Federation had 
been waiting on the decision to 
decide on their annual handi-
cra� s exhibition, traditionally 
held on the same day. � at is 
also now expected to be called 
o� .

And they will not be the only 
casualties of the summer sea-
son. � ere will be none of the 
popular special event days at 
Arran Heritage Museum over 
the summer, the committee 
has agreed. � e village gala 
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Lord Lieutenant o� ers 
deepest sympathies on 
Prince Philip’s death
� e Lord Lieutenant of 
Ayrshire and Arran, Sheri�  
Iona McDonald OBE, has 
o� ered her deepest sympathies 
to the Royal Family on the 
death of His Royal Highness, 
� e Duke of Edinburgh.

Sheri�  McDonald said: ‘His 
Royal Highness has featured in 
the life of the nation for many 
years, as he worked alongside 
Her Majesty � e Queen, 
supporting her in so many 
ways during her long and busy 
reign.

‘He will also be remembered 
for his own contributions 
and, in particular, � e Duke 
of Edinburgh Award pro-
gramme which he instigated 
in 1956 and which has helped 
countless young people meet 
challenges in their lives.

‘Her Majesty � e Queen and 
all the members of the Royal 
Family are in our thoughts and 
prayers at this very sad time.

‘An online Book of 
Condolence is now available 
to capture thoughts and 

memories of the late Duke and 
messages of sympathy to the 
Royal Family.’

It can be accessed through 
the following link: www.royal.
uk

� e funeral of the Duke 
of Edinburgh, who died last 
Friday at the age of 99, will be 
held at St George’s Chapel in 
the grounds of Windsor Castle 
at 3pm tomorrow (Saturday) 
and is being widely televised.

Sheri�  Iona McDonald

Second Covid jab rollout 
on Arran continues apace

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The games 
hall at Arran 
High School 
which has 
been convert-
ed into the 
vaccination 
centre on the 
island.

All residents over the age of 
70 on Arran, and those in the 
shielding category, have re-
ceived their second Covid jabs, 
with the uptake in excess of 95 
per cent.

� ose over 50 will all have 
received their second jab by the 
end of next month and as the 
vaccination rollout continues 
apace on the island, health 
o�  cials say it has been a great 
success so far, with the latest 
clinic again being held at Arran 
High School last weekend.

In a statement, Dr Greg 
Hamill, Arran clinical lead of 
the North Ayrshire Health and 
Social Care Partnership, said:   
‘On Arran there have been 
fewer than � ve positive corona-
virus cases since January 2021. 
Despite this low number, it 
remains important the residents 
of Arran continue to make use 
of the testing facilities available 
to them and continue to follow 
the FACTS guidance to help 
protect our communities from 
the spread of the virus - even 
a� er vaccination.

‘� e Covid-19 vaccination 
programme has been a great 
success so far. � ose in priority 
groups one to nine have been 
o� ered � rst vaccinations and 
uptake on Arran has been high. 
� is includes those aged over 
50 years, those identi� ed in the 
higher risk groups aged between 
16-50 years old and health and 
social care sta� .

‘Most recently, clinics saw 

second doses completed for pa-
tients aged 70 and over, as well 
as those in the shielding group. 
We are awaiting con� rmation 
of � gures a� er the weekend 
but it appears that the uptake 
of second doses will be close to 
that seen with � rst vaccinations 
in these groups, in excess of 95 
per cent of those eligible.

‘Currently, vaccinators are 
continuing to o� er second 
doses to housebound patients, 
with the aim of completing that 
group at the end of this week.

‘Next month appointments 
will be o� ered to everyone 
else over the age of 50 to come 
forward for their second dose as 
well as patients aged 16-50 who 
are in the higher risk group. We 
are awaiting con� rmation of a 
date for vaccine delivery for � rst 
doses for those in the younger 
age group. As residents become 
eligible, we will get in touch to 
arrange an appointment. � ere 
is no need to book in for this.

‘� e national guidelines are 
to receive the second dose of 
vaccine within 12 weeks of the 
� rst. It is important you return 
for your second vaccination 
when invited to do so, as this 
will provide the maximum level 
of protection against Covid-19, 
for a longer duration.

‘� ank you to everyone  
involved across the Health and 
Social Care Partnership and 
community and to everyone 
who has taken up the o� er of 
a vaccine so far,’ Dr Hamill 
added. Across NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran, more than 200,000 
people have received at least one 

dose of the vaccine as part of the 
local vaccination programme.

� e milestone was reached 
as the vaccination programme 
entered its fourth month, with 
the � rst vaccinations given 
locally on December 8 2020. By 
last Sunday, 204,178 people had  
been vaccinated in Ayrshire and 
Arran and 32,803 people have 
completed both of their doses.

Joint director of public health 
Lynne McNiven said: ‘� e up-
take has been tremendous and 
we can see the positive impact 
the vaccination programme is 
having in our communities, 
with fewer hospitalisations 
and lower transmission levels. 
� e best way to maximise the 
e�  cacy of the vaccine is to have 
both doses, so I would really 
encourage everyone o� ered an 
appointment for that second 
vaccine to do so. � e vaccina-
tion programme is the largest of 
its kind we have ever delivered 
and it has come about thanks 
to the hard work of an army of 
vaccinators and support sta�  
from the health and social care 
work force. � e e� ort has been 
hugely appreciated.’

Locally the board is currently 
using two of the vaccines 
authorised for use in the UK, 
the P� zer BioNtech and the 
AstraZeneca vaccine. � e 
Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Authority 
issued updated information 
on very rare side e� ects for 
AstraZeneca vaccine recently 
and as a result adults under 30 
will be o� ered an alternative 
vaccine, if available.
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Major summer events on 
Arran are cancelled again

A Lamlash pub is recreating 
a signi� cant piece of aviation 
history on a giant mural.

� e dramatic work in the 
Pierhead Tavern in Lamlash 
will depict an aircra�  which 
used the famous lilypad 
runway in Lamlash Bay 
during the Second World 
War and will take centre 
stage when the pub and 
restaurant re-opens later this 
month.

Near the end of the war 
in 1945, an experimental 
airstrip known as the 
lilypad, which was like a 
� oating island, was trialled 
in Lamlash Bay. Undulating 
with the waves caused by 
a motor launch passing at 
speed, aircra�  are able to 
land and take o�  with motion 
of the strip. Now its memory 
is being remembered in a 
mural being recreated by 
artist Zabdi Keen a� er the 
background was prepared by 
Lucas Wollawitz. � e wall, 
which used to be the back 
of stage of the PHT, will 
depict a Fairey Sword� sh 
biplane, torpedo bomber 
and reconnaissance aircra� , 
which used to land on the 
lilypad runway. � ere is an 
extensive display about the 
lilypad runway at the Arran 
Heritage Museum which is 
due to re-open its doors on 
Wednesday April 28.

Flying in for a pint

A Fairey Sword� sh biplane on the lilypad runway, top, 
and, above, two o�  cials walk on the � oating runway. 

Above: a photoshop mock up of how the � nished mural will look and, below, artist Zabdi 
Keen at work on the mural. 

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Continued from page one.
weeks will also have their 
activities curtailed to a signif-
icant degree and it is highly 
unlikely Lamlash Heather 
Queen events will go ahead, 
although no � nal decision has 
been made. Other events will 
be smaller or moved online.

Despite these disappoint-
ments, Arran is gearing up 
for what could be a record 
breaking summer season a� er 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
con� rmed this week it was all 
systems go from April 26.

And there was con� rmation 
the islands will be able to 
open up along with the rest 
of the mainland from that 
date, which had been a serious 
concern. And even from today 

(Friday) people are free to 
travel across Scotland to see 
family and friends, but they 
should not stay overnight. 
Up to six households can also 
meet outdoors.

But it is from a week on 
Monday that a major opening 
up will be seen on Arran and 
across Scotland as shops, 
hotels, B&Bs and self catering 
accommodation can all re-
open, although not fully. And 
their remains doubt for large 
self catering properties, as to 
when they can welcome multi-
ple households.

With the peak tourist season 
almost upon us, the First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon said 
this week she was acutely aware 
of the need for the islands to 

re-open, welcome visitors and 
rebuild their economies as the 
pandemic continues to recede.

She said she had consulted 
with island communities 
whether they wanted to stay at 
level 3 or move down to level 2.
Ms Sturgeon said: ‘It is fair 
to say there is no universal 
opinion here so I know neither 
option will please everyone.
‘However, based on the 
balance of opinion, we have 
decided on the latter option - 
aligning islands with the rest 
of the country for a period so 
that travel, and therefore parts 
of the economy that so many 
islanders rely on, can operate 
more normally from April 26.’
 See back page for one event 

which is going ahead.



� e Arran Banner
Friday 16 April 20214  NEWS

Bench made from Arran 
wood gifted to castle
A new bench made on Arran 
from wood grown and pro-
cessed on the island has been 
donated to Brodick Castle and 
Country Park.

� e bench, currently located 
near the ponds below the 
walled garden, also has a 
design, which is registered, 
inspired by ‘A’ for Arran.

It was made from Arran-
grown Douglas � r by local 
cra� sman John Connell from 
Kildonan, who not only wanted 
to create a sustainable product  
but was keen to support the 
Arran Ranger Service’s native 
woodland revival project on 
the Goatfell property.

He developed the idea of 
making and selling sustain-
able benches using Arran 
timber, with a portion of the 
sale of every bench donated to 
the Glen Rosa habitat revival 
project. � e Arran bench 
donations will be used to help 
plant new trees, thus complet-
ing the cycle.

By commissioning an 
Arran bench, you are also 
supporting sustainable small 
local businesses - John’s own 
woodworking business and 
Woodside Arran CIC’s small-
scale sawmilling operation, 
where the timber is processed.

� e Arran bench is a unique, 
env i ron menta l ly-f r iend ly 
and ethical alternative to 

mass-produced garden 
benches with a sizeable car-
bon-footprint, as they are 
o� en manufactured cheaply 
overseas and potentially made 
from unsustainable timber 
sources.

A spokeswoman for the 
Arran Ranger Service said: 
‘� ank you John for your 
generous support.’

The bench, above, is made 
from wood grown and 
processed on Arran. Right: 
the ‘A’ for Arran design on 
the bench. 

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

MV Caledonian Isles 
due back in service

The Hebridean Isles passes HMS Bangor in Brodick Bay 
on Wednesday. The Royal Navy minehunter has been on 
exercise this week o�  Arran. 01_B16ferry01

The MV Caledonian Isles was 
due back in service today 
(Friday) after repair works 
were completed.

The Ardrossan to Brodick 
route has been served since 
last Thursday by two smaller 
vessels - the MV Hebridean 
Isles and the MV Isle of Arran 

- with extra sailings to try and 
ease the reduced capacity 
on the vessels. However, bad 
weather has disrupted some 
sailings.

The MV Caledonian Isles 
who has been having work 
completed to the 28-year-old 
vessel's stern seal tubes, 
which was outstanding from 
her annual overhaul at the 
start of the year, at the Camel 
Laird yard in Liverpool. This 
had already overrun by a 
week owing to problems 
with her gearbox which 

required parts sourced from 
Norway.

CalMac con� rmed that 
she was due to undock 
just before midnight on 
Wednesday before making 
her way up to Ardrossan on 
Thursday. 

She was then undertaking 
a berthing trial at Gourock 
before resuming service 
on the 7am from Ardrossan 
today (Friday).

Meanwhile, the CalMac 
summer timetable across the 
� eet will start on Monday 
April 26, the date when shops, 
hotels and tourist businesses 
will re-open. 

The second Arran ferry, 
the MV Isle of Arran, will 
come into service three days 
later on Thursday April 29, 
however restrictions will still 
apply on the ferries.

Anxious or stressed because of the current pandemic? 

Worried about your family or friends? 

Trouble sleeping? 

Call the Arran Ear to speak with a 

dedicated listener. 

01234 567 8900

THE ARRAN EAR 

If you are feeling isolated or 
anxious, call this FREE service  
to speak in complete 
conÞdence with 
Susan, Steve, Chris, 
Shona, Debbie, or 
Jan — your friendly,  
trained local listeners  

          01770 649 505

to speak in complete 

Jan — your friendly,  
trained local listeners  

01770 649 505

 Supported by

Call any day between 9am & 5pm

All it costs you is a local call

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make 
reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.



she was returning from a trip 
round Arran.

Of the 24 casualties, at 
least six were airli� ed o�  the 
island to hospital, with other 

casualties taken to Arran War 
Memorial Hospital in a � eet of 
ambulances, while others, de-
scribed as ‘walking wounded’, 
were treated at the scene.
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Colon capsule helps detect bowel cancer
NHS Ayrshire and Arran has 
opened its � rst SCOTCAP 
(Scotland’s Colon Capsule 
Endoscopy Service) clinic at 
Ayrshire Central Hospital in 
Irvine.

Clinicians at the hospital 
are using this new technolo-
gy, a tiny camera inside a pill 
called a colon capsule, to help 
early detection of bowel can-
cer and reduce waiting times.

As part of their Covid-19 
remobilisation plan, NHS 
Ayrshire and Arran will use 
this technology as an alter-
native to a colonoscopy for 
suitable patients.

Mr Christopher Ray, con-
sultant colorectal surgeon 
and clinical lead for the pro-
ject, added: ‘We are excited 

to be able to o� er this as an 
alternative to the convention-
al colonoscopy diagnostic 
method. Since the start of the 
pandemic, we have not been 
able to perform as many colo-
noscopy procedures in a day 
as we could before Covid-19. 
� is new procedure will 
allow us to see and treat more 
patients and reduce waiting 
times.

‘� e colon capsule endos-

copy is a painless procedure 
suitable for many patients. It 
uses two tiny cameras inside 
a capsule. Once the capsule 
is swallowed the cameras 
take pictures of the lining 
of the bowel, enabling us to 
detect or exclude cancer more 
quickly and reduce the need 
for other more invasive tests. 
Patients are able to return 
home whilst the cameras do 
their work.’

The colon capsule contains a tiny camera.

A victim of the Waverley pad-
dle steamer crash has secured 
a � ve-� gure sum in damages 
– the � rst con� rmed pay out 
over the incident on Arran  last 
year.

And it is likely to be the � rst 
of many as 24 passengers were 
injured when the world famous 
vessel collided with the pier at 
Brodick last September, with 
some airli� ed to hospital for 
medical treatment. � ere were 
213 passengers and 26 crew on 
board at the time of the crash.

� e injured person, who 
cannot be named, su� ered a 
broken arm and last month the 
owners of the vessel accepted 
liability and agreed to pay an 
out-of-court settlement.

Mark Gibson, partner at 
Digby Brown, said: ‘I can con-
� rm that last month we settled 
a claim for a client in relation 
to an injury sustained in the 
Waverley crash at Brodick.

‘We are glad to have been able 
to assist in the swi�  conclusion 
of this civil action but we 
act for several other victims 
a� ected by this same incident, 
so it would be inappropriate to 
comment further at this time.’

As reported in the Banner 
in November, Digby Brown 
are not the only legal � rm 
acting for injured passengers. 
� ompsons Solicitors in 
Glasgow are acting for two 
passengers who were holiday-
ing in Scotland and are said to 

First Waverley passenger 
wins crash compensation

Left: The Waverley minutes 
after she collided with the 
pier. The damage can be 
seen clearly, above. Photographs: 

Colin Smeeton

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

have su� ered ‘terrible injuries’ 
in the collision and had their 
entire trip ruined.

Solicitor Nicola � ompson, 
who is handling the legal 
action, said previously: ‘We 
know from eye witness reports 
that the vessel approached the 
pier at Brodick at a substantial 
speed and struck with an enor-
mous force. Many passengers 
who were queuing to disem-

bark were propelled forward 
at excess speed. � is inevitably 
led to signi� cant injuries to a 
large number of passengers as 
they crashed against walls and 
bulkheads on the ferry.’

Police, paramedics, � re bri-
gade, coastguards and rescue 
helicopters were scrambled to 
the scene a� er the alarm was 
raised shortly a� er 5pm when 
the Waverley hit the pier as 
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LETTERS Write to us: editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran KA27 8AJ
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indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered.  
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if 
they have a name, full address and phone number.
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302142
News editor: Hugh Boag: 
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editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising: Cecilia Paul: 
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Thought for the week

HAVEYOURSAY
emaileditor@arranbanner.co.uk

‘Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.’ 
Isaiah 41:10

Candidates views sought 
on nuclear weapons
Sir,
With the Scottish election now three weeks 
away, we have all been receiving countless 
lea� ets through the post from candidates with 
multifarious reasons why we should vote for 
them.

Not one has made any reference as to why 
Scotland should say ‘no’ to nuclear weapons.

� e UK government has declared its intention 
to increase its nuclear stockpile. � is will 
result in bringing more lorry loads of yet more 
weapons to mass destruction to to Scotland 
to be stored on the Gairloch - upstream from 
Arran.

� is election must be made to count for 
nuclear disarmament.

May I use your columns to invite each 
candidate standing in this constituency to 
declare his or her support on the recent United 
Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons and to use all power to outlawing 
nuclear weapons in Scotland or, if unable to do 
so, to state their reasons?
Yours,
John G Webster, 
Kings Cross.

Traditional melody
Sir,
I read that the tune ‘Selma’, used in 
unaccompanied psalm singing and hymnary, 
was adapted by R A Smith from a traditional 
melody from Arran.

Another source claims that Smith might’ve 
� bbed about the attribution and that Smith 
composed the tune himself.  I wonder if anyone 
who has made a study of traditional Arran 
music might be able to tell me if the tune was 
adapted from a folk melody or not.

Can anyone suggest where might I direct my 
enquiries?
Yours,
Mark Allen O’Connell, 
orangehaggis@gmail.com

 Editors note: An internet search reveals that 
Robert Archibald Smith was precentor at Paisley 
Abbey from 1802 to 1817, then at St George’s 
Church, Edinburgh, from 1823 to his death in 
1825, and that he composed or arranged about 
six hymn tunes, including Selma, but little else.

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK

� is photograph taken on Arran has helped 
Dylan Nardini to be crowned this year’s 
Scottish Landscape Photographer of the Year.

Hamilton-based Dylan won the prestigious 
title with his winning portfolio – three 
stunning images shot on Arran and in his 
local area of South Lanarkshire. � ey include 
‘Arran Light’, which captures the dynamics 
of typical Scottish changeable April weather 
on the island, ‘Submerged’, a dramatic image 
of winter light peppering the landscape near 
Leadhills, the highest village in Scotland, 
and ‘Vice Versa’, which is an intimate late 
autumnal shot of vibrant fallen foliage on 
cold blue rocks of the banks of Avon Water 
in Chatelherault Country Park. Freight train 
driver Dylan, 47, said: ‘I am absolutely thrilled 

to have been chosen as the overall winner 
of Scottish Landscape Photographer of the 
Year, a competition I admire in its process of 
judging of not just one image but a portfolio 
of work from each photographer. Knowing 
that the judges have seen something pleasing 
in my work is so � attering and has given me a 
huge boost in what has been a very tough year 
for so many. I’d like to thank my wife Louise, 
children Gypsy and Martha for putting up 
with me going on about light everywhere we 
go and disappearing early on so many morn-
ings to hunt those little magical moments that 
highlight our beautiful country.’

� e winning images will be showcased in 
a limited edition book and exhibitions when 
restrictions allow.

This photograph, 
titled ‘Arran Light’, 
helped Dylan to 
the top prize.

Good times are just 
around the corner
� ings are de� nitely looking up. More and 
more people on the island are getting their 
Covid jabs and the rollout programme is 
ahead of the mainland.

From today you can travel where and 
when we want, provided   you can get 
booked on the ferry.

But Monday April 26 is the day that some 
sort of sense of normality will return - and 
for most it cannot come soon enough.

We have spent months not seeing family 
and friends and being ‘marooned’ on the 
island has, for many, made the isolation 
that bit worse.

But while there may be light at the end of 
the tunnel, people must not throw caution 
to the wind or we may well end up back 
where we started.

Some of the images this week of crowded 
beaches, high streets and pubs down south 
have been concerning and already there 
has been an outbreak of a new South Africa 
variant in south London, although that 
is thought to have been brought in by an 
individual.

� ere is no doubt Arran will be extremely 
busy this summer, if bookings taken so far 
are anything to go by, and with foreign hol-
idays still o�  the agenda, there is no doubt 
there will be a staycation holiday boom.

We welcome the easing of restrictions and 
the con� rmation Arran will be in step with 
the mainland when opening up as every 
one of our tourist businesses need to start 
making money again.

Let’s make it a good time for everyone.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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� e � rst branch of Alex 
Salmond’s Alba 
Party has been 
formed on Arran.

� ey held their 
inaugural meet-
ing on Tuesday 
April 6, the day 
of the Alba Party 
campaign launch for 
the Scottish parliamentary 
elections. Campbell Laing is 
the � rst branch convener.

Councillor Ellen McMaster, 
who represents Ardrossan 
and Arran on North Ayrshire 
Council, is standing for 
the Alba Party in the West 
Scotland regional list, a� er 
leaving the SNP.

She has welcomed the launch 
of the Alba Party’s women and 
equalities policy statement as 
‘ground breaking’ following a 
women’s conference attended 
by 400 women from across 
Scotland on Saturday April 10.

In a statement, Councillor 
McMaster said: ‘Not only am 
I proud to be standing for 
Alba as a candidate but I am 
delighted to be one of Alba’s 

18 women candidates 
out of a total of 32 candidates 
standing across Scotland.   As 
well as standing for independ-
ence, Alba stands for equality 
for all.’

� e other parties standing 
in the West Scotland region 
are (alphabetically): Abolish 
the Scottish Parliament, All 
for Unity, Freedom Alliance, 
Independent Green Voice, 
Reform UK, Scotia Future, 
Scottish Conservatives, 
Scottish Family, Scottish 
Greens, Scottish Labour, 
Scottish Liberal Democrats, 
Scottish Libertarian, 
Scottish National Party, 
Scottish Renew, Scottish 
Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition, UKIP and two indi-
vidual regional candidates.

A retiring Co-op worker was 
determined to put a smile on 
the faces of customers on her 
last day at work, a� er the year 
we have all had to face, writes 
Hugh Boag.

Jan Murchie from Shiskine 
has retired from the Big Co in 
Brodick a� er 15 years’ service. 
To say goodbye she prepared 
some little Pots of Sunshine 
with plants and pots she had 
prepared with help from dona-
tions from the Co-op.

� ere were small window-
sill plants as well as larger 
doorstep plants and, while it 
had not been her original in-
tention, she raised more than 
£150 in donations which she 
is planning to split between 
Arran Mountain Rescue Team 
and the Scottish Association 
for Mental Health (SAMH).

A� erwards Jan said: ‘� anks 
everyone who picked up a 

pot of sunshine today and for 
donations kindly given. I hope 
that everything grows and 
� owers and raises a smile or 
two when you look at them.’

Brodick Co-op manager 

Liz Mclean posted on social 
media: ‘A� er 15 years’ service 
you have retired in full bloom. 
� ank you for everything. You 
will be missed by all the team 
and our customers. You have, 

and always will be, known for 
your laughter and kindness.’

Jan plans to continue her sec-
ond job at James Chocolates 
and has extra babysitting 
duties coming up.

Jan’s Pots of Sunshine 
brighten up the day

Left: Jan Murchie with her little Pots of Sunshine  in the Co-op on Saturday and, right, 
Veronica Je� rey from Lamlash picking up a Pot of Sunshine from Jan. 

Councillor Ellen 
McMaster is 

standing for the 
Alba Party in the 
West of Scotland 
regional list after 
leaving the SNP.

First branch of new 
Alba Party on Arran

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702       REGULAR DELIVERIES TO ARRAN

OUR SHOWROOM IS OPEN
Come and meet your 

new car in person
01292 880080
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Five Arran hospitality busi-
nesses took part in an Arran 
Dairies and Taste of Arran 
mystery box cooking compe-
tition last week, writes Hugh 
Boag.

With support from supply 
partners Brakes and Mark 
Murphy, they � lled mystery 
boxes with an assortment of 
premium produce from their 
range and asked their com-
petitors to design and create a 
one- to three-course meal us-
ing as many of the ingredients 
as they could.

Taste of Arran products 
included Wooley’s Oaties, 
Paterson Arran Hot Beetroot 
and Caramalised Onion chut-
neys, Arran Blue cheese, Arran 
milk and Arran Ice Cream.

Businesses taking part were: 
Auchrannie Resort, Kinloch 
Hotel, Pierhead Tavern, 
Cro� ers Arran and the French 
Fox, each showing their own 
style and � air.

Michelle Te Ohaere of Arran 
Dairies and Taste of Arran 
said: ‘We are very impressed 
with the results and love the 
range of ideas that have come 
out of this challenge. Arran is 
lucky to have so many incred-
ible restaurants and talented 

chefs, all using top quality 
Arran produce.

‘Congratulations to the 
winning business – � e French 
Fox – with their impressive 
amount of e� ort they have 
put into using as many of the 
ingredients as possible and 
creating unique and beautiful-
ly presented dishes.’

� e three-course winning 
menu, consisted of an aspara-
gus and Arran Blue cheese tart 
with hot beetroot chutney, a 
con� t duck salad with roasted 
new potatoes with a wild garlic 
and rocket dressing, � nished 
with a Cadbury Creme Egg 
brulee with panna cotta ice 
cream. 

Arran is about to be online as 
never before. A new website 
and app have been built and 
populated with local businesses, 
including places to stay, eat and 
drink, things to see and do — 
even showing the location of all 
the island’s bus stops and post 
boxes.

Island residents can access 
local trades, while visitors can 
book their accommodation 
directly with local hotels and 
B&Bs, saving those businesses 
Online Travel Agency (OTA) 
commission. To � ll empty 
rooms, accommodation provid-
ers can advertise late availability 
daily.

� e new site has been de-
veloped as a non-commercial 
project by Chris Attkins to help 
the island recover from the 
e� ects of the pandemic.

ArranOnline.com comes with 
a free companion app, available 
to download from the Apple 
and Google app stores, that 
anyone can use to access local 
information, including walking 
and driving routes to any select-
ed point of interest. 

� e app and website share the 
same login details, meaning 
you can easily set bookmarks 

on one device and access them 
on another.

� rough the website, local 
businesses can add and amend 
their own listings, under as 
many categories as they wish, 
providing links to their own 
websites and social media 
platforms and publishing their 
opening hours and prices. An 
alert can reach all users if, for 
example, a road is closed or 
some other incident arises.

And all this is entirely free of 
charge to Arran businesses and 
visitors, thanks to the generos-
ity of Peroosh, the innovative 
web platform that already hosts 
several island websites, such as 
the Arran Ferry Action Group, 
Heather Lodge and several 
accommodation providers.

Peroosh business partners 
Graeme Attkins and Colin 
Abercrombie have devoted 
much of their time throughout 

lockdown to developing this 
new platform for the island. 

‘We’re using Arran as a pilot 
project, with a view to o� ering 
similar sites to other commu-
nities around the world in the 
near future,’ said Graeme, who 
has been closely involved with a 
variety of Arran-based projects 
for more than 20 years.

Chris added: ‘You may re-
member the island had its own 
community portal 15 years 
ago, pre-dating Facebook. � is 
early version of ArranOnline.
com proved popular with island 
residents, but was not readily 
accessible to visitors since it also 
pre-dated smartphones. � e 
new app takes full advantage of 
GPS and mobile data, literally 
putting Arran on the map.’

Download the ArranOnline 
app from Google or Apple’s 
app store or visit the website at 
arranonline.com

Arran Online 
relaunches 
with free app

The new Arran Online website.

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

with free app

Arran Online is also available 
as an app to download to 
your smartphone.

The French Fox wins mystery 
box cooking competition

A Cadbury Creme Egg brulee with panna cotta ice cream. 

A con� t duck salad with roasted new pota-
toes and wild garlic and rocket dressing. 

An asparagus and Arran Blue cheese tart 
with hot beetroot chutney. 
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Businesses encouraged to take 
part in ‘meet the buyer’ event
Buyers and sellers on Arran 
and across North Ayrshire 
are being invited to come 
together for a special virtual 
event later this month.

� e free ‘meet the buyer’ 
online event – organised by 
the three Ayrshire councils 
and the supplier development 
programme - will take place 
on Wednesday April 28 at 
9.30am until 2.30pm.

Its aim is to bring both 
sides of the procurement 
process together so that local 
businesses can speak directly 
to purchasers and decision 
makers from the public 
sector and large private 
organisations.

� is will help SMEs better 
understand the tendering 
process and how to improve 
their chances of success when 
bidding for contracts.

North Ayrshire Council 
launched a new Community 
Wealth Building strategy last 
year which sets out a bold and 
fresh approach to rebuilding 
the local economy with local 
people, local businesses, local 
spending and local jobs at its 
heart. One of the aims of the 
new economic strategy is to 
support more local procure-

ment and the meet the buyer 
event provides a good oppor-
tunity for local businesses to 
� nd out about support that is 
available in this aspect.

During the event, a pres-
entation will be given by 
energy giant Vattenfall UK, 
and civil engineering � rm R J 
McLeod on the opportunities 
available related to a renew-
ables project at South Kyle 
Wind Farm. � ey are par-
ticularly keen to maximise 
opportunities for micro and 
small businesses, including 
those from the third sector  
in Ayrshire - from local 
food and drink and cleaning 
businesses through to civil 
contractors, portable cabin 
manufacturers and crane 
operators.

� ey are also interested 
in speaking to garages for 
vehicle services and MOTs, 
electricians, plumbers, mo-
bile blacksmiths, agricultural 
suppliers, timer mills, builder 
merchants, specialist equip-

ment hire, tool suppliers, 
straw suppliers, accommoda-
tion, plant hire and more.

Attendance is welcome from 
a wide range of companies 
from diverse backgrounds.

Caitriona McAuley, head 
of economic development 
and regeneration, said: 
‘Supporting local businesses 
and helping them grow has 
always been a priority for us. 
However, it is more vital now 
than it has ever been due to 
the challenges our businesses 
have faced over the past year 
and the economic fallout of 
Covid-19.

‘� at’s why this meet the 
buyer event is so important. 
It can be to the bene� t of us 
all as we actively promote 
business in this way and 
share our expertise across the 
public and private sectors.

‘We would strongly encour-
age our local business based 
to sign up and tune into the 
event.’

Places are free, but registra-
tion is required and can be 
done on the supplier devel-
opment programme website: 
w w w.sdpscot la nd .co.u k /
e vent s/ay rsh i re-v i r t u a l-
meet-the-buyer-event-1090

An Arran-born mum and her 
son have teamed up with a 
musical project to fundraise 
on behalf of Haemophilia 
Scotland and the contaminat-
ed blood fund.

Love, Blood & Covers is a new 
musical project currently re-
leasing their debut recordings 
to help raise funds towards the 
creation of  � e Contaminated 
Blood Tree – the contami-
nated blood fund’s proposed 
tribute in recognition of those 
infected and a� ected by the 
contaminated blood scandal.

It was started in 2019 by 
actress and singer Julia 
Gordon-Smith - formerly 
Julia Dow - a native of Arran 
who le�  when she was 16 but 
still has relatives on the island, 
along with musician/producer 
Iain Gordon-Smith. � e 

mother and son’s connection 
to this cause stems from their 
respective father/grandfather  
Peter Gordon-Smith.

A well-respected Edinburgh 
jazz musician, Peter died in 
July 2018 of liver cancer, a 
direct result of hepatitis C 
which he contracted through 
contaminated blood products 
administered in the treatment 
of his haemophilia during the 
1980s. His is one story out 
of thousands of others who 
have had their lives torn apart 
through contaminated blood.

Having been o�  the stage for 
nearly 20 years, Julia received 
a blessing from her father on 

the � nal birthday she enjoyed 
with him to ‘keep singing, 
keep acting, keep on being 
you’. Armed with this ‘� nal 
wish’ and having also recently 
attended the infected blood 
inquiry hearings in London, 
Julia quickly enlisted Iain and 
a band of friends to help create 
this body of musical work in 
Peter’s honour, using the cause 
of contaminated blood as the 
motivation she needed to sing 
for her dad and for all of those 
who have lost someone in this 
way.

Having released their � rst 
song in January, the six cover 
numbers were chosen and 
worked on with nothing other 
than love, care and attention to 
detail, with all songs holding 
a particular relevance and 
meaning towards this cause. 
� e themes at the emotional 
core of these performances 
are ones of loss, accountabil-

ity and the need for change.
� ey have already released 
the Bonnie Raitt song, My 
First Night Alone Without 
You, Step Inside Love by Cilla 
Black, I Can’t Stand the Rain 
by Ann Peebles and Everybody 
Oughta Make a Change by 
Sleepy John Estes.

Still to come is I Need Your 
Love So Bad by Peter Green, 
to be released on April 20, 
and � ese Boots are Made for 
Walking by Nancy Sinatra on 
May 11.

Check out all of their 
musical, social media and 
fundraising (Virgin Money 
Giving) links at: linktr.ee/
lovebloodandcovers

Mother and son team up 
for musical charity project

Mum and son Julia and Iain 
Gordon-Smith have teamed 
up for a musical fundraising 
project. 

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

SUBSCRIBE
to Scottish Field 
and receive a FREE 
hardback copy of 
Clanlands (RRP £20)

The perfect 
gift for those 

who love 
all things
Scottish

+

Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per 
quarter delivered direct to your door each month

Call 01778 392014 and quote SFbook or go to 
scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

Brighten up those Spring days with a subscription to Scottish Field magazine. 
Bringing you the very best interiors, antiques, gardens, wildlife, motoring, fi eld sports 

and country news alongside some of Scotland’s most entertaining columnists and 
informative writing. 

*Terms and conditions apply. In the UK for direct debit subscribers only. Minimum one year subscription 
to Scottish Field. Offer ends 31 May 2021. While stocks last. Limited stock available, fi rst come, fi rst 

served basis.
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Who would have thought this time last year 
when the three-week closedown in the UK took 
place that it would be one year on before the 
roller coaster of restrictions would � nally start to 
ease, and we could alight? 

Whilst life is somewhat di� erent now, we have 
a so-called “new normal” and light at the end of 
the proverbial tunnel. It has been well document-
ed how magni� cently the community on Arran 
responded during the pandemic, but as we now 
look to moving forward, the articles below show 
how some of the groups & organisations on the 
island are getting ready to welcome back their 
members as the restrictions ease. 

To enable you to meet outdoors, we now have 
two large gazebos, folding tables and chairs 
available for free to non-pro� t groups and or-
ganisations as well as a stock of hand sanitiser, 
handwash, masks and gloves to get you started. 

Arran CVS have an online Resource Register 
where resources such as gardening equipment, 
venues, catering equipment etc can be sourced 
and shared for free or for a small cost. 

Our next Community of Arran Network meet-
ing is on Monday 26th April at 1pm via Zoom 
– come along and get involved! To access any of 
the above please contact Arran CVS by email on 
info@arrancvs.org.uk or telephone 01770 600611.

Well-Being cafes for people diagnosed with dementia, their Care Partners and also those who have felt lonely and 
isolated over the past year.  Starting in May “pop-up cafes” in Lamlash, Brodick and Blackwaterfoot rotating the 

villages on a Wednesday.  Contact Jennie at Arran Well-Being on 07983448511 or email: info@arranwellbeing.com   
Supported by North Ayrshire Participatory Budget Fund

Arran Youth Foundations 
cannot wait to welcome 
the island’s young 
people again. 
We know this has been a 
challenging time for you 
all, and we are keen to 
support you as soon as 
we can. 
For now, we are 
providing outdoor youth 
work and school-based 
support. 
As soon as restrictions 
allow - we do not 
currently have a date for 
this - we will welcome 
you back inside the 
youth cabin and start to 
provide all the usual fun 
and games - pool, video 
games, cooking, guitar 
tuition, art therapy, 
LGBT+ support, and 
loads more. 

Parents can visit 
https://www.facebook.
com/groups/AYFparents 
and young folk can join 
https://www.facebook.
com/groups/
arranyouthfoundations 
to stay up to date on 
what we are o� ering. 

The Trinity 
Active Travel 
Hub’s “Stroll 
with It” 
Health Walks

Walking is a great way to stay healthy and get � tter as well as 
being good for our mental health. If you would like to walk 
more, build up your con� dence and explore Arran, joining a 
health walk could be the answer. 

This summer the “Stroll with It” programme run by North 
Ayrshire Council’s The Trinity Active Travel Hub plans to start 
regular walks, (subject to any Covid restrictions) led by trained 
local health walk leaders. Walks will last 1 to 1.5 hours, go at a 
gentle pace, be risk assessed and aim to � t in with bus times. 
Look out for details for when the programme will be starting.

Arran Youth Foundations

Well-Being cafes for people diagnosed with dementia, their Care Partners and also those who have felt lonely and 



� e Arran Banner
Friday 16 April 2021 FEATURE  11

Arran Baptist Church usu-
ally meets in the Ormidale 
Sports Pavilion, due to 
distancing and hygiene 
requirements we have been 
unable to meet ‘in person’ 
since the � rst lockdown. We 
are putting a weekly mini 
service on our webpage and 
sending that out on cd to 
those who cannot access the 
webpage. Our hope is that 
once restrictions – especially 
on distancing ease, we can 
resume our services and oth-
er activities – including the 
popular Thursday Lunchbox. 
However, we are still availa-
ble, and our minister can be 
contacted on 600222.

Services in Brodick Church resumed again on 28th March, 
Palm Sunday, with places limited due to continuing COVID 
restrictions, bookable by phone (01770 302782). 

Internet services have been broadcast weekly 
throughout and will now continue fortnightly for the 
foreseeable future. We very much look forward to a time 
when we can worship without limit, sing hymns and 
praises, and give a warm welcome to all. 

Meanwhile Arran Churches Together food bank has 
remained very active and thanks to the generosity of 
donors and volunteers has expanded to include a delivery 
service where required. 

A subsidised shop is also being piloted with very 
promising reports.

Arran 
Baptist 
Church

The Arran 
Community 
Land Initiative

St. Brides 
Church, Brodick

The Umbrella 
Group

The Umbrella Group usually meets every Monday from 
10:30 to 12 in Lamlash. Each week we do various craft ac-
tivities from di� erent types of painting to making simple 
jewellery. At present the group are exploring options on 
how they can meet safely outdoors, until restrictions on 
indoor meetings ease. 

KA Leisure Health Walks 
began on Arran in 
December 2020.  The walks 
are suitable for all levels of 
ability and is a great way to 
get outdoors and bene� t 
from taking part in physical 
activity in the company of 
others.  Those taking part 
meet in the car park adja-

cent to the North Ayrshire 
Council o�  ces, Shore Road, 
Lamlash on Sunday at 11am.  
The walks are led by a fully 
quali� ed Paths for All Walk 
Leader and social distancing 
is adhered to at all times 
throughout the walk.

KA Leisure are also 
looking to recruit new vol-

unteer walk leaders.   Full 
training will be provided, 
and no experience is nec-
essary. If you are interested 
in coming along or getting 
involved as a volunteer, 
contact the Active 
Lifestyles Team on 01294 
605128 or activelifetyles@
kaleisure.com

We’re following Scottish 
Government guidance re-
garding easing of lockdown 
and anticipate opening our 
Discovery Centre to the 
public sometime in May. 
We’ll be adhering to recom-
mended advice on social 
distancing and household 
mingling, and any events 
will be planned with rela-
tively short notice-periods 
and limited spaces.  All 
updates on Centre opening 
and event details will be 
available primarily on our 
facebook page (arran.
coast) and website: arran-
coast.com

Isle of 
Arran 
Elderly 
Forum
The Pandemic has pre-
vented Arran Elderly 
Forum from holding its 
monthly meetings for over 
a year now.  Unfortunately, 
our group falls into the 
category of those most 
susceptible to the Covid 
Virus and although it may 
be some time yet before we 
are given the go-ahead to 
recommence our meetings, 
better days are on the hori-
zon.  Therefore, I would like 
to see our support group 
sharing ideas as to how we 
can � nd innovative ways 
to reconnect. It would be 
helpful if members could 
contact me in order to up-
date our records and keep 
you up to date with devel-
opments. If you would like 
to learn more about A.E.F. 
or want to get involved, 
enquiries will be most wel-
come. David Napier david.
napier01@btinternet.com

The Arran Community Land 
Initiative (‘ACLI’) based 
above Whiting Bay, looks 
forward to welcoming all 
volunteers to the site on 
Thursdays from the 15th 
of April. Being on a former 
farm we have plenty   of 
space and a wide range of 
activities to suit all interests. 
These can include working 
on our newly extended 
community garden, plant-
ing trees, improving drain-
age, managing hedges, or 
working ‘indoors’ within 
one of our poly-tunnels’.

Needless to say, special 
care will be taken to 
work within Government 
Guidelines and all of our 
sessions are supervised by 
Darren Townsend of Green 
Futures Arran. 

If you are interested get in 
touch at our email (arrana-
cli@gmail .com) or turn up 
on a Thursday at 10 am and 
try it for yourself!”

Arran Kayak Club is new 
and growing and welcomes 
new members. We o� er 
trips, outings, club days, 
training and social events 
throughout the year. Join 
us and make some kayak 
buddies for lots of fun on 
the water.
E: info@kayakarran.co.uk
T: 07931 803799
W: www.kayakarran.co.uk
also on Facebook



Also, on 17th the � rst white 
wagtail was a pied wagtail 
on Silver Sands. � e � rst 
wheatear report was two 
from Shannochie on 25th and 
on 31st 30 sand martin were 
reported from Catacol and 
three from Clauchlands. � ese 
were all the migrant species re-
ported in March. April should 
see improving weather and the 
arrival of other migrants like 
willow warbler, sandwich tern, 
Manx shearwater, swallow, 
house martin, common sand-
piper and cuckoo – all signs 
of the approaching summer. 
Please keep me posted.

In March, our winter visitors 
were still to the fore includ-
ing: nine yellowhammer in 
Sliddery on 6th, 16 wigeon at 
Cosyden on 7th, a male gold-
eneye on Mossend Pond also 
on 7th, 100 pink-footed geese 
on Clachaig Farm on 18th, 
three rook at Sliddery also on 
18th, 20 teal in South Carlo 
on 19th, 350 greylag geese in 
the Shiskine Valley on 19th, 
17 � eldfare in Strathwillan on 
22nd, 10 redwing in Sliddery 
also on 22nd, � ve white-front-
ed geese in Shiskine Valley on 
24th and a female merlin in 
Cordon on 29th. Also, on 29th 
there was the � rst report this 
winter of an Arctic breeding 
white winged gull, when a 
� rst winter Iceland gull was 
photographed at the mouth of 
the Rosa Burn.

In March there were many 
signs of migration. Flocks of 
up to 100 whooper swan were 
reported � ying north over 
the island on 21st and 22nd. 
Other signs included a � ock 
of 600 starling at Sliddery 
on 6th, seven great northern 
diver o�  Pladda on 7th, 
nine black-throated diver in 

Whiting Bay on 8th, 20 turn-
stone in Lamlash Bay on 15th, 
42 golden plover in Catacol 
Bay on 13th and a bar-tailed 
godwit in Auchenhew Bay on 
21st.

Gannet sightings began to 
slowly increase during the 
month with six o�  Pirnmill 
on 28th, the largest group 
reported. In addition, there 
was an increase in numbers of 
gold� nch and siskin at garden 
feeders, from several areas as 
these species began to move 
north.

In a month when more than 
100 species were reported, here 
is a small selection of other 
interesting March records: two 
goosander in Whiting Bay on 
1st, four little grebe in Loch 
Ranza on 13th, a treecreeper 
on Holy Isle on 19th, two 
dipper in Strathwillan on 25th 
and six common crossbill in 
High Kildonan on 26th.

� roughout March, reports 
of the long-staying, colonising 
species little egret, nuthatch 
and white-tailed eagle con-
tinued. Little egret was � rst 
reported on 20 October 2020, 
the nuthatch was � rst reported 
on 1 October 2020 and the 
pair of white-tailed eagle was 
� rst reported on 22 November 
2020.

In February reports of the 
little egret were mainly from 
Brodick Bay and Lamlash Bay, 
the nuthatch reports were all 
from Pirnmill and the pair 

of white-tailed eagles mainly 
from the west coast of the 
island.

Spring is a great time to be 
birding, as most birds are 
getting on with the business of 
breeding.

� e business of breeding 
involves attracting a mate by 
song, courtship display and 
ritual, de� ning a territory, 
nest building, and generally 
establishing relationships.

In March the signs were 
there: a grey heron carrying 
nest material in Lagg on 1st, 
great spotted woodpecker 
drumming in Merkland Wood 
on 13th, 50 eider courting o�  
Cosyden on 19th, eight black 
guillemot in breeding plumage 
on Pladda on 24th, blackbird 
carrying food in Kildonan 
on 29th and many species 
singing including a blackcap 
in Auchenhew Bay on 31st.

I am interested in all records 
of arriving summer migrants 
and any signs of breeding 
birds. Enjoy your birding and 
keep safe. Please send any bird 
notes with ‘what, when, where' 
to me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk. I 
look forward to hearing from 
you. For more information on 
birding on Arran, purchase the 
new Arran Bird Report 2020, 
and the Arran Bird Report, 
the � rst 40 years. Plus visit the 
arranbirding website.
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

MARCH

Spring is an exciting time of 
year, awaiting the arrival of 
our summer visitors and seeing 
the last of our winter visitors 
leaving.

� e timing of the northerly 
spring migration is dependent 
on the weather, not just locally, 
but throughout the whole 
length of the migration route. 
On Arran, March was warmer 
and dryer than February. 
March mean temperature 
was two degrees higher and 
the rainfall in March was half 
that of February's. Overall, 
this March was similar to last 
March with some settled spells.

It was during these more 
settled spells that a few pioneer 
summer migrants did arrive. 
On the 17th the � rst chi� cha�  
were reported singing, one 
in Auchenhew Bay and one 
on Holy Isle. By the end of 
the month chi� cha�  were 
widespread.

Spring is a great time to be 
watching migrating birds

Clockwise from left: 
Little egret, a long-stay-
ing bird � rst reported on 
October 20. 
Photograph: Nick Giles 
Wheatear is one of the 
� rst spring migrants. 
Photograph: Dennis Morrison 
Treecreeper is one of 
more than 100 species 
seen in March. 
Photograph: Howard Sargeant

Blackcap is one 
of many species 
contributing to the 
increasing spring 
chorus. 
Photograph: Arthur Duncan

Gannet numbers 
built up slowly in 
March. 
Photograph: Brian Couper
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THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday April 14, 2001

Last Saturday a�ernoon the new 
Lochranza and Catacol Hall 
was o�cially opened. Designed 
and even part �nished by the 
villagers, the hall is a source of 
tremendous pride in the village. 

It is also Arran’s �rst new hall 
for a long time, the last being   
Pirnmill Hall in the mid 1980s.

�ere were three guests of 
honour at the opening. �e Lady 
Jean whose father, the Duke of 
Montrose, had gi�ed the land 
to the people of Lochranza and 
Catacol speci�cally for building 
a community hall; Mrs Janet 
Gilmore who is the oldest person 
born, brought up and still living 
in Lochranza; and Mrs May 
Fenton, who was representing the 
trustees of the hall.

Two businesses on the island 
have changed hands. The 
Balmichael Visitor Centre, left, 
which was started four years 
ago, has been taken over by 
Darryl and Lucy Urquhart-
Dixon and, after nine months, 
Corrie Stores, right, reopens 
today (Friday) with the lease 
being taken over by Marvin 
Elliot and Marian Logan. 
01_B16tweY05 and 01_B16tweY06

Piper Calum Gilmore leads the village children to the new hall. 01_B16tweY02

Tom Knox, left, the chairman 
of the project committee, 
gives the opening address as 
the guests of honour look on. 
01_B16tweY01

Mrs Janet Gilmore presents 
each child with a scroll. 
01_B16tweY03

YOUR STORY
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142

Out with the old and in with the new – a view of both halls. 01_B16tweY04
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PRIVATE SALES

RECRUITMENT

CLASSIFIEDS
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

SELF STORAGE

CONTAINER STORAGE NOW AVAILABLE

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

PUBLIC NOTICE

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

UNDER £50
Hy-line Point of Lay pullets
Tel Colin: 07968 259502
SONY 32 inch WEGA 
Trinitron dv3 TV with stand 
and remote in full working 
order. Large style TV and 
very heavy. FREE. Contact 
07808401178

PROPERTY
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be examined 
online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 07.05.21. 
Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 Regulation 20(1)

21/00312/PP; Site To West Of Glaister Farm, The String, Brodick, Ayrshire; Erection of 
replacement 17m tower with antennae and dishes with associated ground level works 
including additional cabin, standby generator and separate VSAT 
dish link.
Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

HUSTINGS

Scottish Parliament Election
Cunninghame North 

Constituency
Wednesday 28th April 2021

7.30pm
Via Zoom

Arran Community and Voluntary Service are hosting 
a Hustings online via Zoom. This will be a chance for 
the public to meet the candidates and question them 

on issues that concern them! Contact Arran CVS on 
info@arrancvs.org.uk to get joining details or call 

01770 600611.

WANTED
Used/old grow bags for � lling 
new raised beds. Can collect. 
Please call 07824 390553

FOR SALE
Lightweight folding wheel-
chair, as new. Only £80 Please 
call 01770 600805

FOR SALE
Good quality chopped silage 

bales £25 each. 
Delivery can be arranged. 

Please contact Alastair Mackenzie 
01770 700 348
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ARRAN BANNER GOLF

Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies section: Wednesday 
April 7, Fleet 1, 1 Yvonne 
Brothers 87-20=67; 2 Kate 
McAdam 87-17=70. Scratch 
Susan Butchard 83.

Thursday April 8, Summer 
Cup. 1 Andy Smith 85-18=67; 
2 Serge El Adm 80-11=69, BIH 
over 3. Paul Cowan 73-4=69. 
Best scratch Paul Cowan 
73. Magic twos Andy Smith 
@17th

Sunday April 11, Carpenter 
Rosebowl. 1 Stuart Campbell 
68-6=62, BIH over 2 Ian 
Bremner 70-8=62; 3 Paul 
Jameson 74-10=64. Best 
Scratch Stuart Campbell 68, 
BIH over Dougie Macfarlane. 
Magic twos Stuart Campbell 
and Paul Jameson @16th, 
Ian Bremner and William 
O’Connor @13th.

Winner of Carpenter 
Rosebowl, Stuart Campbell, 
runner up, Ian Bremner.

Fixtures: Sunday April 18, 
Hugh Hutchison Greensome 
(pairs competition), noon 
start. Thursday April 22, 
Summer Cup, make up own 
groups and see starter for 
times.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday April 7, Summer 
Cup, 44 played. 1 Bruce 
Jenkins 69-9=60; 2 Iain 
MacDonald 70-9=61; 3 Frazer 

Barr 70-8=62. Scratch Ewan 
McKinnon 68.

Sunday April 11, British 
Legion 36 holes, round 1, 32 
played. 1 Iain MacDonald 
70-8=62; 2 Greg McCrae 
68-5=63; 3 Bob McCrae 
73-9=64 acb. Scratch Greg 
McCrae 68. Fixture: Sunday 
April 18, British Legion Cup, 
incorporating round two 
of British Legion 36 holes 
competition.

Whiting Bay Golf 
Club
Wednesday April 7, Summer 
Trophy, 27 played. 1 Andrew 
Martin (16)59; 2 Gavin Mainds 
(8)63 acb; 3 Graeme Crichton 
(13)63; 4 Fergal Talty (25) 65. 
Lowest gross Jamie Macpher-
son (3) 65. Magic twos Jamie 
Macpherson @12th and 17th.

Sunday April 11, Yellow 
Tees Stableford. Summer 
competition abandoned due 
to winter weather.

Fixtures: Sunday April 18, 
medal. Wednesday April  21, 
Summer Trophy. Until further 
notice there will be no draws 
for partners and players 
should arrange their own 
groupings.

Corrie Golf  Club
Wednesday April 7, 18-hole 
medal. 1 A Napier; 2 A Smith.

Fixtures: Saturday April 17, 
18-hole medal. Wednesday 
April 21, 18-hole medal. 
Please arrange your own 
pairings and abide by latest 
Covid regulations.

Machrie Bay Golf 
Club
Tuesday April 6, Peter Sutton. 
1 Alex Morrison-Cowan 63; 2 
Reuben Betley 66; 3 Hamish 
Bannatyne 72. Magic twos 
Alex Morrison-Cowan and 
John Pennycott.

Tuesday April 13, Peter 
Sutton. 1 Brian Sherwood 

63 BIH; 2 Hamish Bannatyne 
63; 3 Alistair MacDonald 
67. Magic twos Hamish 
Bannatyne (2).

Fixtures: Tuesday April 20, 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary, 
tee-o�  12.30pm/5pm.

Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday April 8, ladies 
12-hole medal. Silver: 1 and 
scratch Jenni Turnbull 58-
11=47; 2 Liz Kerr 61-10=51. 
Bronze: 1 and winner Julia 
Salton 59-19=40; 2 Elizabeth 
Kelso 59-13=46.

Sunday April 11, gents 
Daniel Ferguson Trophy. 1st 
class: 1 Sandy Kerr 46-6=40; 2 
Alan Stewart 47-6=41 BIH; 3 
and scratch Robbie Crawford 
45-4=41 BIH. 2nd class: 1 
and winner Dougie Davidge 
51-13=38; 2 Willie McNally 
49-10=39; 3 Marc Campbell 
51-11=40. Magic twos D 
Logan, W Paton, R Crawford, S 
Crawford, Wm McNally, S Kerr 
and D Davidge.

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but 
working together

� ere is a booking system at 
Brodick & Shiskine churches as 

the numbers are still limited. 
Liz Lawrie 302782 

& John Kerr 860 498
� ere will be a streamed service 
weekly, this can be found on the 

three Church websites.
Sunday 18th April 2021

Lochranza & Pirnmill 
Churches:

Service at Lochranza Church 
Morning worship at 10:15am
Shiskine Church, Morning 

worship at 12 noon
Brodick Church, Morning 

worship at 10.30am
Corrie Church, Morning 

worship at12noon

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 18th April
Worship will be conducted by

Rev Ian Hook at 10.30am.
As our Sunday Worship 

capacity is greatly reduced 
due to the two metre social 

distancing we have introduced a 
booking system.

You are asked please to phone 
Mrs Janet Redfearn 700 244 by 

the Friday lunchtime if you wish 
to attend.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Scotttish Charity SC015072
Sunday 18th April
Kilmory at 10 am

Lamlash Church Hall
at 11.30 am

Due to our reduced capacity, 
if you wish to attend Sunday 
Worship in Lamlash, please 

phone Mrs Vivienne Haigh on 
600092 by midday on Friday.

All welcome
We will be observing all socially 

distancing procedures

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 18th April

� ird Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion

at 11 am.
Revd Adrian Fallows

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
We follow strict SEC guidelines

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
A reminder that our mini-

service is still available every 
week on our website: www.

arranbaptistchurch.btck.co.uk
If you go to the homepage and 

look below the map picture you 
will � nd the link to pick up the 
service. To access click on the 

� rst letter of the link.
We would love you to join us.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Our Church is now open for 
public worship, subject to social 

distancing, wearing of face 
coverings and NHS Test and 

Protect requirements. Services 
are as follows :

Saturday 17th April
Vigil Mass at 5pm
Sunday 18th April

Morning Mass at 11am
Capacity in church is strictly 

limited.
Attendance at all the above 

services is by booking only. Tel 
600595 or email peterdwilko@
gmail.com to check availability 

and con� rm your place

BLESS O LORD THIS 
ISLE OF ARRAN

ST ROCH PATRON 
OF THE SICK 
PRAY FOR US

OUR LADY OF THE ISLES 
PRAY FOR US
ST COLUMBA 
PRAY FOR US

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

The Hugh Hutchison Greensome pairs competition will be played at Lamlash on Sunday.

ANNIVERSARY

Congratulations to our 
amazing Mum & Dad 

in celebrating their half 
century of marriage, 
with all the love and 
sanity of newlyweds.
You’re an inspiration 
to us all and we can’t 
wait to all be together 

to celebrate.

With all our love Susie, 
Donald, Stuart, Annie 
& families xxxxxxxxxx

DEATH
HUSEYIN - Betty (née 
Hughes). It is with much 
sadness that we announce the 
passing of Betty Huseyin on 
7th April, aged 79. Much loved 
wife of Huseyin Ali, to whom 
she was married for 60 years, a 
wonderful mum to Leyla and 
Ayse and a much-loved grand-
ma to Bonnie, Abby, Calum, 
Amber, So� a and Amelia. 
Betty will be hugely missed by 
all her family and friends.

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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SPORTSPORT

One event de� nitely going 
ahead this year is the Arran 
Mountain Festival.

Booking lines for the 2021 
festival open today (Friday) 
at 5pm and the popular walks 
and other events always sell 
out fast.

Having skipped a year for the 
� rst time in its 14-year history, 
this year’s festival in being 
held from May 14 to May 17.

� e walks are graded 
depending on the stamina 
required and this year, for 

the � rst time, there will be 
mountain bike rides as well. 
� e events have been revised 
to start and � nish in the same 
place and participants will 
have to make their way to 
the start points from Arran’s 
population centres.

A mountain festival spokes-
woman said: ‘We were dev-
astated to have to cancel last 
year’s event but we’re delighted 
to con� rm that we are back for 
2021 and there is something to 
suit all abilities and levels of 
experience.

‘Whilst we are unable to put 
on the usual full festival fun, 
we are thrilled to be able to 
bring you a slightly smaller but 
Covid-safe event and share our 
stunning Arran mountains 
with you again.

‘Before booking your 
walks, please double check 
that you will be able to 
travel to the 2021 Arran 
Mountain Festival. Check out 
VisitScotland’s latest advice 
at www.visitscotland.com/
about/practical-information/
covid-19-recovery-phases

‘We recommend that you 
also check ferry and accom-
modation availability as soon 
as possible.

‘� e festival is Good To 
Go accredited and all our 
procedures comply with Covid 
requirements to keep you and 
our team of fabulous volunteer 
walk leaders safe.’

� e walks programme is 
available at www.arranmoun-
tainfestival.co.uk where guid-
ed mountain bike sessions, 
courtesy of Ride Arran MTB 
Guiding, are also listed.

Mountain festival Good to Go

The Witches Step 
guided walk at 
the last festival in 
2019.  Photograph: Corinna 

Goeckeritz

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

V I S I T A R R AN

C O N TAC T U S
EMAIL US AT 
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk

CALL 01770 302142

01770 600 328   |       admin@lamlashgarage.co.uk   |            Lamlash Garage                    

Open Monday to Friday 8am – 5pm    |    Park Terrace, Lamlash, KA27 8NB

All vehicle makes serviced & repaired. 
Car & Motorcycle MOT Testing.

Strict social distancing & face mask requirements apply. 
Appointment bookings & card payments accepted by phone. 

to Scottish Field and receive a FREE hardback copy of Clanlands (RRP £20)
Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per quarter delivered direct to 

your door each month. Call 01778 392014 and quote SFbook or go to 
scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

*Terms and conditions apply. In the UK for direct debit subscribers only. Minimum one year subscription to 
Scottish Field. Offer ends 31 May 2021. While stocks last. Limited stock available, fi rst come, fi rst served basis. 

SUBSCRIBE
+


