
No. 2223   Arran’s Weekly Newspaper Friday 12 March 2021 www.arranbanner.co.uk         85p

A Coastguard rescue helicopter prepares to airlift a crew 
member o�  a tanker anchored in Brodick Bay last Sunday as 
Arran lifeboat stands by. Full story, page three.

CREW MEMBER 
AIRLIFTED OFF 
TANKER

CalMac’s winter timetable 
will operate for an extra 
month to coincide with 
the Scottish Government’s 
planned easing of Cov-
id-19 travel restrictions.

The summer timetable 
now start on April 26, 
with the second summer 
ferry on the Ardrossan 
to Brodick route arriving 
three days later. This 
follows the announcement 
restrictions are to remain 
in place in Scotland until 
next month at the earliest.

The summer timetable 
can be accessed on the 
CalMac website. 

Passengers should check 
the website and local 
travel restrictions before 
planning any journeys and 
should be aware bookings 
have been temporarily 
paused between March 26 
and April 25.

Transport Scotland has 
also con� rmed that the 
fares increase due to take 
e� ect on March 26 will 
go ahead as planned, 
increasing the return 
passenger fare on the 
main Arran route by 20 
pence and a car return by 
£1.20.

Winter ferry 
timetable 
extended

Call to include ferries 
in free travel scheme

A demand has been made to 
add ferry journeys to a new 
free travel scheme for people 
under the age of 22.

� e CalMac Community 
Board had previously requested 
that the Scottish Government's 
pre-budget proposal for free 
under-19 bus travel be amend-
ed to include ferries on which 
the young people of Arran rely 
on so heavily.

Following agreement on 
the budget this week, that has 
now been extended to all those 
under the age of 22.

Finance secretary Kate 
Forbes con� rmed: ‘As we 
rebuild from Covid, we will 
support our young people 
by extending our original 
commitment to concessionary 
travel for all under-19s to 
include everyone up to age 22, 
giving all 18- to 21-year-olds 
free bus travel.’

Now community board 
chairman Angus Campbell 
has sent a request to relevant 

political leaders to extend the 
concession to ferry travel, as its 
omission, he believes, disad-
vantages the young people of 
Arran and other islands.

� e leaders include Ms 
Forbes and other government 
ministers, including islands 
minister Paul Wheelhouse, as 
well as opposition politicians.

Mr Campbell stated: ‘Our 

community board fully sup-
port the budget proposal to 
extend free bus travel to the 
under-22 age group, just as 
we supported it for under-19 
bus travel. We recognise the 
huge bene� ts to increasing the 
move to public transport thus 
helping to address emissions.

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

‘Lifeline ferry services 
are the means our 
young people have to 
move around, just as 
bus services are on the 
mainland.’

‘Importantly the social 
aspect of this will help deliver 
an equality of access to educa-
tional, cultural and sporting 
opportunities. � is move also 
has the potential to play a 
signi� cant part in tackling the 
demographic challenges facing 
many of our islands making 
it a more equal choice for our 
young people to remain and 
live in our communities.

‘However, we strongly believe 
this initiative misses the 
opportunity to recognise the 
connectivity challenges for 
our island young people and 
inadvertently reinforces the 
disadvantage to these young 
people by not recognising the 
equivalence of ferry travel on 
our islands to bus travel on 
mainland Scotland.

‘Lifeline ferry services are the 
means our young people have 
to move around, just as bus 
services are on the mainland. 
In the vast majority of cases, 
the ferry crossing is an essen-
tial component of accessing 
the opportunities available to 

Continued on page two.
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Continued from page one.
mainland young people. To 
many, the cost of that link is 
the barrier to access and leads 
to decisions not to participate 
or to leave our islands to fully 
enjoy what others freely enjoy.

‘� ere is no doubt that under 
the Islands Bill legislation 
there will be a call for an 
Island Communities Impact 
Assessment (ICIA). � erefore 
would it not be a better signal 
to our young people to move 
positively now, address the 
issue and put them all on an 
equal footing from the outset?’

Mr Campbell added: ‘To 
include free ferry travel in this 
proposal would be an e�  cient  
investment in many strands of 
government policy: connect-
ing people with nature, tack-
ling demographic challenges, 
creating community wellbeing 
and place-based decision 
making as well as meeting the 
principals of the Islands Bill.

‘As a board re� ecting the 
views of its communities, we 
would ask all political parties 
to support this principle at this 
crucial time for young people 
in our islands.’

� e Scottish Government 
budget will deliver stability 
and certainty for rural and 
island communities, Arran’s 
MSP Kenneth Gibson has 
said.

He was speaking a� er the 
announced investment in 
Scotland’s tourism and rural 
economy that will increase 
to £1.12 billion, prioritising 
those sectors, businesses and 
communities disproportion-
ately impacted by coronavirus 
and Brexit to protect jobs and 
businesses.

On Tuesday, the Scottish 
Government’s 2021-2022 
budget was passed following 
a successful vote at Holyrood, 
which saw SNP, Lib Dem, 
Green and Independent MSPs 
back the plans.

� e budget allows for record 
funding of £16 billion for the 
NHS, an increase of more than 
£800 million, and delivers 100 
per cent rates relief for the 
retail, hospitality, leisure, avia-
tion and newspaper industries 
for the entire � nancial year.

� is was widely called for 
by businesses on Arran and 
across Scotland, and will save 
them £719 million. 

A reduction in rate poundage 

will save other sectors £120 
million. � ese policies are not 
in place south of the border.

Mr Gibson told the Banner: 
‘During the past year, public 
services, businesses and fami-
lies have faced unprecedented 
challenges, so recovery has to 
be our core focus during the 
coming � nancial year. 

‘� at is the approach the 
Scottish Government has 
taken with this budget.

‘� e council tax will be 
frozen, to help protect family 
budgets, thanks to £90 million 
being made available to local 
authorities speci� cally for 
that purpose, including £2.182 

million for North Ayrshire 
Council. � is means local tax-
payers will again have respite 
from increasing council taxes 
in 2021-22, just as they did for 
nine consecutive years from 
2008 to 2017. 

‘It is therefore no surprise 
that the average band D coun-
cil tax is £1,338 per year in 
Scotland, a thumping £480 less 
than in Tory England. 

‘� is gulf is set to widen fur-
ther, with most English local 
authorities increasing council 
tax by the maximum 4.99 per 
cent permitted.

‘Ferry services are of huge 
interest on Arran and I’m 
delighted ferry resources will 
rise from £255.1 million to 
£287.6 million, an increase 
of almost 13 per cent to help 
improve both the service and 
its resilience.

‘With above in� ation rises 
for public sector workers, £1.1 
billion for jobs and skills and 
increased resources for local 
government, the environment 
and education, although 
the coming year will be 
challenging, the budget puts 
us on a clear path to a fairer, 
greener and more prosperous 
post-pandemic Scotland.’

Kenneth Gibson MSP.

Scottish budget will deliver 
‘stability and certainty’

Call to include 
ferries in free 
travel scheme

� e long term future of the 
smaller Co-op store in Brodick 
appeared in doubt this week.

� e Co-op convenience store 
at Invercloy is believed to have 
been put up for sale and is 
expected to close within a year. 
It is understood a housing 
development is proposed for 
the site.

It will see an end to trading 
on the site a� er 140 years when 
the original store was founded 
by the Misses Currie in 1880 
in the humble beginnings of a 
small shack.

Currries would go on to be-
come an institution in Brodick 
and many older residents still 
use the name.

� e present building was 
constructed in the 1950s and 
there was a tearoom upstairs, 
while downstairs, in what 
would now be considered 
cramped conditions,   gro-

ceries, stationary, clothing 
and shoes were sold over the 
counter.

It wasn’t until 1981 that the 
old counter service disap-
peared and it was changed 
over to self-service a� er it 
was bought by Bob Brass and 

partner Alastair Bilsland, who 
were credited at the time with 
being rather pioneering.

� e biggest challenge came 
in 1995 and, just a week before 
the new Co-op supermarket 
opened in Brodick, Alastair 
Bilsland, who was by then 

running the store, more than 
doubled the � oorspace to 
compete, operating through 
membership of Nisa.

But just a year later the 
Alldays name � rst appeared 
when it was bought by the 
West of Scotland Convenience 

Stores Ltd. It was a franchise 
of Alldays, which was later 
bought out by the central 
group.

In 2002 the Alldays group 
of 600 stores, including 
Arran, was bought by the 
Co-operative Group which has 
operated the store for the last 
18 years and expanding it in 
just the last few years.

Despite promising a state-
ment, the Co-op headquarters 
in Manchester did not provide 
one before the Banner went to 
press. But a spokeswoman did 
con� rm: ‘� ere are no changes 
to the store that are imminent, 
and any changes are a long way 
o� .’

Brodick Co-op convenience 
store could be up for sale

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Co-op convenience 
store at Invercloy. 01_B11coop01
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The hospitality industry on 
Arran is waiting with bated 
breath for the expected an-
nouncement by First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon next week 
about when it can reopen.

Ms Sturgeon has said she 
will set out a firmer, indicative 
timetable for the reopening of 
the economy, including parts 
of the tourism industry, shops 
and hairdressers.

In other changes, up to four 
adults from two different 
households can from today 
(Friday) meet outdoors. 
Restrictions on young people 

A crew member was airlifted to hospital from a 
tanker anchored in Brodick Bay last Sunday.

At 4.53pm Troon lifeboat was tasked by Belfast 
Coastguard along with Arran lifeboat to assist 
with the medical evacuation of a crew member 
from the oil and chemical tanker Kongo Star at 
anchor in Brodick Bay. 

Also tasked was the Coastguard Search and 
Rescue helicopter Rescue 199.

Troon RNLI all-weather lifeboat RNLB 
Jim Moffat was soon launched and headed to 
Brodick where it met Arran inshore lifeboat 
Atlantic 85 Rachel Hedderwick.

Two lifeboat crew from the all-weather lifeboat 
were put on board the tanker to help the heli-
copter crew with the stretcher transfer, whilst 

Arran lifeboat remained on site to provide 
assistance if required. Once the casualty was 
safely winched on board the helicopter and 
airlifted to University Hospital Crosshouse, 
near Kilmarnock, the lifeboats were stood down 
by Belfast Coastguard. It was the first call-out 
of the year for Arran lifeboat and it came just a 
few days after the crew were allowed to carry out 
exercises at sea since the most recent lockdown.

An Arran lifeboat spokeswoman said: ‘Our 
call-outs often involve a multi-agency response 
as we work together to ensure the best outcome 
for everyone. 

‘If you are concerned about someone’s safety 
at sea, remember to call 999 and ask for the 
Coastguard.’ 

Hospitality waits and hopes 
for good news next week

have also been eased, with four 
people aged between 12 and 17 
years able to meet, even if they 
are from different households.

Outdoor non-contact group 
sports for adults can also 
restart and people will be 
able to gather for communal 
worship from March 26, so 
long as no more than 50 people 
are in attendance and physical 
distancing is maintained.

Primary four to seven school 
pupils not already back in class 
will make a full return from 
Monday and there will be the 
resumption of some classes for 

senior pupils at Arran High 
School, ahead of a full return 
after the Easter holidays.

Meanwhile the roll-out of 
the vaccination programme 
continues apace on Arran 
with NHS Ayrshire and Arran 
inviting those aged 16-64 years 
with underlying health condi-
tions to roll up their sleeves for 
their Covid-19 vaccinations. 
A total of 138,465 people were 
vaccinated in Ayrshire and 
Arran by the beginning of 
March.

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 
chief executive John Burns 

said: ‘The vaccination pro-
gramme is running very well 
and I want to thank our vacci-
nation teams who have stepped 
forward to help us deliver this 
important programme as well 
as the 138,000 people who have 
taken up their appointment 
to roll up their sleeve and be 
vaccinated.

‘I know from the enquiries 
we are receiving, people are 
keen to know when they will 
get an appointment and I want 
to reassure that appointments 
will be sent in accordance with 
the JCVI guidance. 

‘We would also ask that 
when you are invited for the 
vaccine that you please come 
forward to your appointment. 
It provides the best protection 
against coronavirus.’

Anyone aged 70 or over 
who has not yet been invited 
for their vaccine should visit 
nhsinform.scot for further 

advice or call the national 
helpline on 0800 030 8013.

Meanwhile, rapid coronavi-
rus testing is now available for 
people without symptoms in 
North Ayrshire, but only on 
the mainland.

The community testing initi-
ative, in partnership with the 
Scottish Government, Scottish 
Fire and Rescue, University of 
West of Scotland and the three 
local authorities in Ayrshire 
and Arran, aims to drive down 
Covid-19 rates and transmis-
sion by identifying positive 
cases more quickly, as people 
can spread the virus to others 
before symptoms appear.

Ayrshire residents who don’t 
have any of the three Covid-19 
symptoms (a new continuous 
cough, high temperature, loss 
or change in sense of taste or 
smell) are encouraged to get 
tested.

Lynne McNiven, director 

of public health, explained: 
‘Testing will help us to identify 
more cases of the virus and 
give us all a better chance of 
stopping it from spreading.

‘It is important you are tested 
regularly, particularly if you 
are a key worker and must 
attend work. These centres are 
there to be used as regularly 
as you need to. Make sure you 
check the website regularly so 
you know when we are in your 
area.’

There is no need to book and 
testing is available seven days 
a week from 10am to 6pm 
at Castlepark Community 
Centre in Irvine and Ardeer 
Neighbourhood Centre in 
Stevenston.

These sites are only for people 
without symptoms. Anyone 
with Covid-19 symptoms 
should book a test in the usual 
way via nhsinform.scot or by 
calling 0800 028 2816.

Troon all-weather lifeboat transferring crew 
to the casualty vessel. 

Crew member airlifted to 
hospital from Brodick Bay

The Arran lifeboat crew pulls alongside the 
Troon all-weather vessel.
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Councillors have clashed 
over whether an £83,000 a 
year ‘digital o�  cer’ should be 
appointed as part of the new 
budget in North Ayrshire.

Council tax has been frozen 
from April as part of the 
£365 million revenue budget 
approved last week at a full 
council meeting, as previously 
reported in the Banner.

Labour and SNP councillors 
decided £250,000 should 
go towards hiring a digital 
renewal o�  cer for three years.

� ey will also invest 
£350,000 on outdoor and 
residential learning as part of 
a Covid intervention fund. But 
independent and Conservative 
politicians wanted the money 
spent elsewhere.

Councillor Christina Larsen 
said the new recruit for the 
digital role would work with 
o�  cers and ensure a ‘joined up 
ambitious strategic approach 
is being progressed’.

� e SNP councillor said: 
‘� is pandemic has accelerated 
what is an increasingly digital 
world and North Ayrshire can 
be a leader in this with the 

right strategy and support for 
our people, communities and 
businesses.’

Both investments were not 
in the proposed budget from 
ruling Labour initially. 

But the Labour group came 
to an agreement with the SNP. 

� at led to Labour council 
leader Joe Cullinane submit-
ting a motion seconded by 
SNP councillor Larsen at the 
council meeting on � ursday.

But rival politicians had 
di� erent ideas.

Arran Conservative council-
lor Timothy Billings wanted to 
increase funding to the health 
and social care partnership by 
0.8 per cent, which equates to 

£785,000 instead. He called for 
£285,000 of that amount to go 
towards community mental 
health services in response 
to the crisis fuelled by the 
Covid-19 lockdown.

Conservative group leader 
Councillor Tom Marshall, 
who seconded the amendment, 
said: ‘We asked ourselves, 

‘What is more important, a 

digital o�  cer at quarter of a 
million pounds or extra sup-
port for the mental health of 
the people of North Ayrshire?’.
‘We believe that at this time 

of crisis, care of the vulnerable 
is far more important.’

He added: ‘� e number of 
children waiting for mental 
health support in Scotland has 
tripled during the pandemic. 
Fears are growing about the 
toll the crisis and prolonged 
school closures have taken on 
young people.’

Independent politician Ian 
Murdoch moved an amend-
ment that £1 million should be 
spent on improving the condi-
tion of roads – describing it as 

a ‘massive problem’.
� e motion was seconded 

by Independent councillor 
Donald L Reid.

� e amendments from 
the Conservatives and 
Independents were defeated.

� e approved budget also 
includes £500,000 to help 
struggling families pay for 
school day costs and another 
£1.4 million for a renewable 
energy scheme.

Councillor Cullinane said: 
'Our residents are at the 
forefront of our minds when 
setting the budget, so it’s 
important that we have also 
committed to stimulate the lo-
cal economy to ensure we can 
build back from the pandemic.
‘Clearly, there are still chal-

lenges to come but this budget 
puts us in a better position to 
meet those challenges. 
‘It protects our residents, pro-

tects frontline services and not 
only protects existing council 
jobs but will create new jobs 
too.
‘Crucially, it also supports 

investment in key areas and 
builds on our commitment to 
Community Wealth Building 
and the environment.’

 See Letters page

Approved council 
budget to help North 
Ayrshire recovery

A new fund has been 
launched to help relieve 
some of the � nancial 
pressures facing the third 
and voluntary sector in 
North Ayrshire.

� e community renewal 
and recovery fund has 
come to fruition thanks to 
£100,000 set aside from the 
North Ayrshire Ventures 
Trust Board. � is is in 
recognition of the challeng-
es the sector is facing due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and restrictions.

� e fund’s purpose is 
to support community 
organisations to meet 
expenditure requirements 
over a short, six-month 
period while more 
sustainable funding 
solutions are explored.

Groups need to provide 
evidence that they have 
insu�  cient funds avail-
able to meet anticipated 
expenditure over the next 
six months and that they 
have renewal plans in place 
as well as pursuing other 
funding options.

Applications can be made 
for up to £20,000. � e 
deadline for applications is 
Friday April 30 - applica-
tion forms are available at: 
https://bit.ly/3eipSox

Awards will be decided 
by a panel, with members 
drawn from a wide 
variety of community 
groups covering a range 
of locations, themes and 
demographics.

New fund to 
help struggling 
community 
groups

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk Revenue Budget digest 

2021 – 2022
 Council tax freeze;
 £500,000 to help families pay for school 
day;
 £1.4 million into council investment 
fund for renewable energy project;
 £490,000 in cuts.

Joe Cullane, North Ayrshire Council leader.

‘We believe that at this 
time of crisis, care of 
the vulnerable is far 
more important’
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Arran’s only sand and gravel 
quarry is to be extended 
a� er planning permission 
was granted for its continued 
operation for another 60 years.

Sannox quarry has been in 
operation since 1983 but the 
present workings are said to 
be virtually exhausted leading 
to the owners seeking per-
mission to extend the life and 
change the boundaries of the 
quarry, which has been grant-
ed by North Ayrshire Council 
planning o�  cials, subject to 
conditions.

Operated by Arran 
Aggregates Ltd, a subsidiary of 
John � omson Construction 
Ltd, sand and gravel has 
been excavated from Sannox 
Quarry since 1983 to provide 
the island’s industries and 
private individuals with a 
source of sand and gravel 
for construction and other 
purposes.

Iain � omson, managing 
director, John � omson 
Construction Ltd, said: ‘Arran 
Aggregates Ltd is pleased 
to have received planning 
approval to extend Sannox 
quarry.
‘� is will provide Arran 

with a vital supply of sand 
and gravel for at least the next 
60 years and, along with the 
island’s hard stone quarries 
at Dereneneach and Bogarie, 
ensure that the island remains 
self-su�  cient well into the 
future.’

A supporting document sub-
mitted with the planning ap-
plication stated: ‘� e existing 
quarry is partially reinstated 
and the remaining area of the 
quarry is virtually exhausted, 
so there is a need to alter the 

existing boundary to allow the 
operation of this valuable local 
resource to continue.
‘� e proposal is to hand back 

some of the reinstated existing 
quarry and extend the site to 
the west.
‘� e extension area is cur-

rently rough grassland with a 
thin veneer of soil and is occa-
sionally used for the grazing of 
sheep. � e proposed extension 
area takes us further away 
from existing properties.’

� e report states that the 
quarry is screened from the 
A841 with well-established 
embankment with trees, bush-
es and grass and the proposed 
changes to the existing quarry 
cover an area that is less than 
two hectares.

Arran Aggregates Ltd has an 
agreement with Sannox Estates, 
surface and mineral owner, to 
extract sand and gravel.

It added: ‘� e Sannox sand 
and gravel quarry operates 
on a very small scale since the 
quarry only supplies the needs 
of the island. 
‘Extraction only takes place 

as demand dictates.
‘Based on � gures for the last 

three years, there are approx-
imately 60 years of extraction 
based on the proposed changes 
to the boundary of the quarry.
‘Sannox sand and gravel 

quarry is a vital resource on 
Arran as it is the only source of 
sand and gravel for the island. 
� is is an important resource 
for construction, concrete 
production and domestic use.
‘Without this crucial resource 

all the sand and gravel would 
have to be imported on to 
Arran from mainland quarries 
increasing transport distances, 
putting further pressure on 
the ferry service, increasing 
costs and increasing the car-
bon footprint.’

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gibson has urged 
island employers to apply to the Scottish 
government’s £15 million apprenticeship 
employer grant.

� e fund provides £5,000 for taking on 
or upskilling a 16-to-24-year old appren-
tice, for those aged up to 29 years who 
are disabled or care leavers and £3,500 
for taking on or upskilling an apprentice 
over 25. � e fund closes on March 25.

Mr Gibson said: ‘� e Covid-19 pan-
demic has reduced job opportunities 
available to young people and island em-
ployers have faced incredible challenges. 
‘� at’s why the Scottish government has 

introduced the apprenticeship employer 
grant.
‘I encourage island businesses to 

register for the scheme and take on ap-
prentices; creating jobs and teaching our 

young people new skills. Alongside the 
young person’s guarantee, the Scottish 
government is taking steps to ensure we 
build our recovery.  
‘We need a resilient workforce and our 

young people will be at the very heart of 
that.’

More information on the grant can be 
found at: https://www.gov.scot/news/
gbp-25-million-apprenticeship-support/

Employers urged to apply for grant to help with costs of taking on apprentices

Sannox quarry 
extension gives 
60-year lifespan

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The entrance to the Sannox quarry. 01_B30sand01

Visit nhsinform.scot 
or call 0800 030 8013
#WeAreScotland

The vaccination programme for coronavirus is underway. 
Those most at risk are our priority and are being vaccinated first.

When you are contacted and offered your vaccination, please get it.

Scotland, it’s 
time to roll up 

our sleeves
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Thought for the week

� is past year will have been one of the most dif-
� cult, if not the most di�  cult, we have all faced.

As we mark one year since the � rst coronavirus 
(Covid-19) cases were discovered in Scotland, 
there still remains some challenges.

However, there is light at the end of the tunnel. 
We are beginning to see some hopeful signs, 
including a reducing number of positive cases 
in our community.

� e support we have received from the com-
munity has been outstanding: kind donations to 
our sta� ; clapping on your doorstep; sticking to 
the guidelines set by Scottish Government; and 
more recently rolling up your sleeve for your 
vaccination. I want to thank you for every act of 
kindness and support.

I want to thank all of our health and care sta�  
for their exceptional e� orts throughout the last 
year and in particular over the last few months.

� e teams across our health and care system 
have worked tirelessly in service of those who 
need our care and support.

I hear every week how our sta�  are adapting 
how they work so they can meet the issues 
and challenges of our continued response to 
Covid-19. 

I have heard numerous examples of resilience, 
dedication, and endurance, while our sta�  
continue to work to our organisational values of 
Caring, Safe and Respectful.

As well as continuing to provide care to our 
citizens, we have also been delivering the Test 
and Protect service, and most recently a mass 
vaccination programme. I want to recognise 
the incredible e� ort and commitment that has 
gone in to establishing and delivering these 
programmes.

Since the � rst vaccines were administered on 
8 December 2020 to care home residents and 
priority health and care sta� , we have vaccinat-

ed 138,465 people [by March 2] in Ayrshire and 
Arran. � e vaccination programme is running 
extremely well, and I want to thank those 
working in our vaccination teams in helping us 
deliver this important programme. I also want 
to thank the many people who have taken up the 
o� er to be vaccinated.

Remember, however, that it is still incredibly 
important to continue to follow the FACTS 
guidance, even a� er vaccination. � is is the only 
way we can continue to protect our families, 
friends and communities from the devastating 
impact of Covid-19.

We are at a crucial time locally for controlling 
the spread of Covid-19. � e guidance currently 
says to stay at home. You should now only leave 
the house for essential reasons like: getting food 
or medicines, any medical need, exercise, to 
support a vulnerable person, or for work where 
you can’t work from home.

But the recent decline in case numbers and the 
progress of the vaccine programme is cause for 
optimism, and brings hope that life will return 
closer to normality as this year continues.

I’m incredibly proud of the huge e� orts I have 
seen across the health and care system over the 
last 12 months and want to thank all health and 
care sta�  for their hard work, compassionate 
care, and unwavering commitment.

Health chief thanks sta�  for unwavering commitment
John Burns, 
chief executive 
of NHS 
Ayrshire and 
Arran, sends 
a personal 
message to 
sta�  and the 
public.

For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.  For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him.  John 3:16

Personal thoughts on North 
Ayrshire’s budget choices
Sir,
North Ayrshire Council set the budgets for the 
coming year at a special online meeting of the 
council held on � ursday March 4. We were 
told that the coming year will again be very 
challenging for the council. 

Savings are needed to balance the books re-
ducing services yet again, although some of the 
more ‘challenging’ savings have been pushed to 
next year.

A councillor is a rather surreal job in that 
although we o�  cially agree and approve the 
budget, in reality we have very little say in how 
money is allocated and spent.

� e council has budgets totalling over £400 
million (revenue and capital) and a huge 
administrative machine to oversee and operate 
its services, so when on budget day we coun-
cillors spend a couple of hours arguing how 
£800,000 is to be spent, one has to ask why we 
get so excited about it.

� e reason is that even these little choices 
make a di� erence to people’s lives.  A lot can be 
done with £800,000 if it’s used e� ectively.

I proposed that the council should use 
£785,000 of its investment fund to support two 
health and care initiatives – the � rst was for 
community mental health programmes to help 
people as we come out of the pandemic crisis, 
and the second was to improve care at home 
through the more e� ective use of technology.

In the long-term both these initiatives would 
save money and provide better care – real 
transformational changes that a� ect some of 
the most vulnerable in our society.

However, I was not able to persuade enough 
of my councillor colleagues to support this 
proposal, and the money will instead be 
spent on employing a digital recovery o�  cer 
for three years at the cost of £250,000, and 
£350,000 on outdoor and residential learning 
and experiences. 

We have to make tough choices but I really 
fail to see how my two projects that address 
burning issues of now can be less important 
than employing somebody for digital recov-
ery that I was not even aware needed to be 
‘recovered’.

Yours,
Timothy Billings,

Conservative councillor for Arran and 
Ardrossan. 

Free ferry fares should be 
extended to under-22s
� e call being made this week for 
free bus travel for the under-22s to 
be extended on to the ferries is an 
important one.

Young people living on Arran 
should not have to su� er having to 
pay for their own transport any time 
they want to go to the mainland, 
when restrictions are li� ed, while 
their counterparts on the mainland 
can jump on a bus for free any time 
they like.

It is o� en said by islanders that the 
ferry is like catching the bus for us – 
we have no choice and young people 
should not be penalised because of 
where they live.

It is good that the Scottish 
Government has extended the 
concessionary travel scheme from the 
under-19s to include the under-22s, 
as many youngsters at that age are 
still in full-time education, or early 
in their careers where they may not 
earn much.

� ere is no doubt that the lure of 
the mainland is strong for the young, 
but if there is anything we can do to 
make more youngsters stay on the 
island then that is what we should be 
doing.

Giving them free fares on the ferry 
would seems one way of helping 
and would be a drop in the ocean 
in terms of funding – given what 
the free bus travel scheme must cost 
nationally for both the young and 
old.

Maybe there is even argument for 
extended the free ferry travel scheme 
for the over-60s as well.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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A major study of coastal ero-
sion e� ects on the Fisherman’s 
Walk path in Brodick is to be 
conducted a� er funding was 
secured by the Arran Access 
Trust, writes Hugh Boag.

� e study will assess the 
long-term impact of erosion 
and sea-level change on the 
mile-long path between the 
Co-op convenience store and 
Cladach.

� e path is one of the island’s 
busiest, providing picturesque 
o� -road access to some of 
the island’s most popular 
attractions. 

However, regular users of 
the path will know the route is 
o� en impassable at high tide; 
in storm conditions, which the 
island is experiencing more 
o� en, large parts of the golf 
course are submerged. 

Near the Co-op there are 
also signi� cant concerns over 
the long-term future of the 
playpark, putting green and 
tennis courts.

Malcolm Wilkinson of 
Arran Access Trust said: 
‘While much work has been 
done over the years to stabilise 
the coastline, including the 

recent works on the banks of 
the Cloy Burn, this study is 
an opportunity to consider 
the long-term options for this 
important and much-loved 
coastline.

‘� e study will provide maps 
forecasting the likely changes 
to the coastline over 10, 50, 
and 200-year periods. 

� ese will be used to de-
sign potential intervention 
opportunities including 
basic maintenance, managed 
realignment of the path, so�  
engineering and engineered 
coastal defences.’

� e study is to be carried 
out by Glasgow-based en-
vironmental consultancy 
Envirocentre. 

� e maps and proposed 
long-term solutions will be 
made available for public 
comment and discussion.

An open online meeting 
will be held in late March to 
discuss the � ndings of the 
project. Further details will be 
publicised in the Banner in the 
coming weeks.

To register interest please 
contact info@ArranGeopark.
co.uk.

� e inaugural Wee Mac book festival 
will now be held in September 2022.

Work on planning Wee Mac started 
in 2019 a� er organisers were success-
ful with their funding applications and 
received generous donations. 

� e book festival was scheduled 
for September last year. � e steering 
group originally postponed and shi� -
ed the dates to September 2021 when 
the Covid-19 pandemic hit last March.

However, following a Zoom meeting 

last week they have taken the tough 
decision to postpone the inaugural 
Wee Mac Arran book festival until 
September 2022.

Author Alison Page of the Wee Mac 
steering group said: ‘Although things 
are looking so much more hopeful 
with the vaccine roll out, we still have 
to consider the restrictions on group 
gatherings and social distancing so 
have decided to postpone this inau-
gural event until September 2022. 

� e new dates are Friday September 
9, 2022, for the schools and nursery 
programme, with Saturday September 
10 being a public programme open to 
islanders and visitors to Arran.

Enjoy
‘� e original aim for Arran children 

and our young people to have the op-
portunity to enjoy a book festival ex-
perience on the island hasn’t changed.

‘We still want them to meet and en-
gage with some of Scotland’s � nest au-

thors and illustrators in person. With 
online book festivals being planned 
and hosted by Edinburgh, Wigtown 
and other places, the steering group 
has decided not to go down the digital 
route for Wee Mac Arran but will 
signpost events happening elsewhere 
this year.’

Alison added: ‘Wee Mac Arran will 
certainly be something lovely to look 
forward to in 2022, VisitScotland’s 
year of stories.’

Wee Mac book festival delayed until 2022 – but promises to be engaging

Study of Fisherman’s Walk

Coastal erosion threatens to wash away parts of the path. 
01_B11path01

All fuel consumption and emission values are based on the new WLTP (Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure) test cycle which uses real-world driving data.
Official fuel economy for the standard Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Low 25.1 – 27.6 (10.2 - 11.2). Mid 31.4 - 36.4 (7.8 – 9.0). High 36.0 - 39.4 (7.2 – 7.8).
Extra-High 29.0 – 30.8 (9.2 – 9.7). Combined 30.7 - 33.6 (8.4 - 9.2). CO2 emissions 220 - 241g/km.

†From price shown is an Isuzu D-Max 4x4 Single Cab vehicle on the road price with manual transmission. Model shown in image is a Isuzu D-Max V-Cross Double Cab Commercial vehicle on the road price of 
£31,249.00 with manual transmission. All prices shown include delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration fee, excludes VAT and mica/metallic paint finish. The All-New Isuzu 
D-Max is Smarter Stronger Safer compared to previous model. Terms and conditions apply.

S & S SERVICES ISUZU 
01292 880080 WWW.SANDSSERVICES-ISUZU.CO.UK
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

SMARTER. STRONGER. SAFER.

DRIVEN TO DO

ISUZU D-MAX RANGE FROM

£20,999–£32,749†

INTRODUCING
THE ALL-NEW
ISUZU D-MAX

32285 Isuzu Driven To Do Dealer Half Page Ads_2.indd   8 26/02/2021   16:23

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

REGULAR DELIVERIES TO THE ISLAND
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

ORDER YOUR NU21REG TODAY – 
MANY SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE
COME AND MEET THE NEW D-MAX

TEST DRIVE 
BOOKING
TEL: 01292 880080
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A� er a year full of uncertainty and change, 
it’s time to take the reins and get your 
career back on the right track. Whether 
you’re thinking about life a� er school, 
or want to retrain for a whole new career, 
Argyll College UHI can help you achieve 
your goals. You’ll be able to get recognised 
quali� cations all without having to venture 
too far from home. We’re now accepting 
applications for our full-time courses which 
will start in September this year.

With over 60 courses to choose from, what-
ever your interest, whatever the level, we’re 
sure to have something to suit you. Some of 
the subjects on o� er include Agriculture, 
Business, Beauty, Computing, Childcare, 
Social Sciences, Healthcare and more. As a 
partner of the University of the Highlands and 
Islands, we also have access to a wide range of 
degree and post-graduate programmes. 

If you like the look of one of our courses but 
want to � nd out more, keep an eye on our 
upcoming drop-in sessions. Starting early 
March, we’ll be hosting a series of virtual 
events, all of which will be free to attend. Each 
week will focus on a speci� c subject area and 
be led by one of our expert teaching sta� . 

� e sessions will give you a chance to 
learn about the courses we have on o� er, 
and the possible career options and pro-
gression routes available. You’ll get the 

chance to meet our friendly lecturers and 
course leads, who may even go on to teach 
you in the future! � ere might also be an 
opportunity to speak to current students 
and hear � rst-hand about their experience 
of the course and the college so far. 

Our � rst session on Tuesday 9th March 
at 6pm focuses on our SWAP Access to 
Nursing course, designed speci� cally for 
people who have been out of formal edu-
cation for at least 3 years. It prepares adult 
returners pursuing a career in the health 
industry for entry into Higher Education 
and can lead to a place at college or univer-
sity. Applications for the Access to Nursing 
course close on Monday 19th April, so 
the session is a great chance to � nd out 
everything you need to know. 

Our second session on Wednesday 17th 
March at 6pm will take a look at our HNC 
Social Services course. A nationally rec-
ognised quali� cation, this course is aimed 
at people who want to work in a variety of 
social service settings and support individ-
uals with varying needs. 

For further information and a full list of 
all our upcoming drop-in sessions please 
visit our website. Although free to attend, 
places must be booked in advance so be 
sure to register your interest! 

Visit: www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk to � nd out more.

No matter what stage you are at in life, you can still 
prepare for the job you really want.

We offer so many subjects, and with over 20 years’
experience of online learning, you can be confident that 

whatever the future brings - we’ll be here for you.

Join our live online drop-in sessions from March to
find out more about a subject you’re interested in!

Book your free place today on our website:
ApplyApplyApply

online now, online now, online now, 
startstartstart

September!September!September!

Get your career back on the right track
Advertorial



Protecting all of us,  
takes all of us.

Following FACTS is an essential part of life right now to help stop the spread of the virus.

FACE COVERINGS
Face coverings can provide extra protection to 
you and those around you. They’re mandatory  
in shops, workplaces and on public transport.

They must securely cover your nose and mouth.

Avoid touching your face when wearing a face 
covering and clean hands before and after use.

Wash reusable ones after each use and bin 
disposable ones responsibly.

AVOID CROWDS
Close proximity to others seriously risks spreading 
the virus, even outdoors.

Avoiding crowds reduces your risk of catching 
the virus and spreading it to loved ones.

CLEAN HANDS
Clean hands and surfaces regularly. Wash hands 
with soap and water for 20+ seconds.

When out, avoid touching hard surfaces and 
sanitise hands frequently, to reduce your risk  
of catching the virus from contaminated  
objects or surfaces.

TWO METRES DISTANCE
Keep at least 2m distance (6 feet) away from 
others, both indoors and outdoors, even when 
wearing a face covering.

The virus can spread through droplets when you 
cough, sneeze, speak or breathe. Staying 2m 
apart reduces the risk of catching it and passing 
it on to others.

SELF-ISOLATE
Self-isolate and book a test immediately if you 
have coronavirus symptoms - a continuous dry 
cough, a raised temperature, or a change in your 
sense of taste or smell.

Don’t go for one last shop and don’t wait for 
your test result to start isolating. Only leave your 
home to get tested.

Book a test at NHSinform.scot or by calling 
0800 028 2816

#WeAreScotland  
gov.scot/coronavirus
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Show your love 
on Mother’s Day
Mums have been the glue holding us all to-
gether during these tough times, so let’s say 
a big thank-you for all they have done. 
If ever there has been a year when mums should be 
treasured even more than ever before on Mother’s 
Day then this is it!
In 2021 the day falls on Sunday March 14 and that is 
just two days before the anniversary of the Covid-19 
lockdown.
Let’s all be honest here - since that fateful day on 
March 16 2020 it has been our mothers who have 
been putting in the overtime. 
We’re not dissing all the dads (we love you too, and 
your day will come on Sunday June 20).
But it has been our mums who have been the glue 
holding families together; any quick poll would show 
that yes, it is women who still do the major share of 
the housework and child care. 
Alongside that they have been working from home 
while juggling home schooling.
Add to that the fact that we are all in the house all day 
so that is an awful lot more cooking going on – and all 
this while some families have had to cope on reduced 
budgets.
Not only have mums been acting like glue to keep us 
all sticking together through Covid they have also been 
juggling, plate-spinning, multi-tasking marvels to boot!
And when our mums have needed support and ad-
vice, who have they been turning to?  Chances are it 
is their mums and their mum’s mum so let’s hear it for 
the grannies and the great-grandmothers too!
They all deserve the absolute best we can give them 
this year – alongside the � owers and chocs and 
breakfast in bed. So arrange a takeway from one of 
our many establishments still open or shop for extra 
special ingredients for, and cook up a, Mother’s Day 
Sunday lunch.
You could get an extra treat lined up for when the 
time comes that lockdown is over. Perhaps a voucher 
for a pampering session at a spa, hairdressers or 
beauticians or whisk her away for a weekend break; 
perhaps arrange a girls afternoon tea for your mum 
and grannies and aunties. 
Let’s let our mums know how much we love and appre-
ciate them all and all they have done for us this year.

Brae Salon
Brae Salon has been established on Arran for over 40 years, with 
Alice Anderson at the helm, providing a � rst class service in hair 
cutting, colouring, styling and beauty treatments from their base 
in Blackwaterfoot. Life has been quite challenging this past year, 
but the ‘bad hair days’ will soon be a thing of the past, once Alice 
is open again! For many of us, getting back in the hairdresser’s 
chair and relaxing with a co� ee and a magazine is going to be one 
of our main priorities! We long to lose the split ends, get the roots 
touched up and get our messy mains back in shape! Brae Salon 
is ready and waiting to get you booked in from the 26th April 
(SG permitting). Call today or email andersonalice@btinternet.
com. Gi�  vouchers would make a lovely Mother’s Day gi�  – what 
better way to say thank you to your mum than by treating her to 
some pampering and preening for when life gets back to some 
sort of normality!

The Shore
� e Shore, Whiting Bay, is open throughout March Wednesday 
- Sunday 10.30am-noon serving Homemade Frozen Meals, Fair 
Trade Hot Drinks & Arran Ice Cream by the scoop. No need to 
book, just pop along and choose from a tasty selection including 
Beef Lasagne, Chicken Cobbler, Root Veg & Haggis Cottage Pie & 
their much-loved Cheese Scones!

Fridays & Saturdays 5-7pm they’ll also be serving up delicious, hot 
Homemade Take Away from their new March Mini Menu - with 
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something for everyone including children & those following Vegan 
or Gluten Free diets. � e perfect treat for mum this Mother’s Day - 
no cooking!!

To book a socially-distanced Take Away please call 01770 700161 or 
email theshorearran@gmail.com 

Arran Gift Box

� e Arran Gi�  Box can provide the perfect gi�  to send for Mother’s Day 
to let the special women in your life know you are thinking of them. 

Featuring many of the island’s most popular food and drink prod-
ucts, from Arran Cheese & Wooley’s Oaties to Arran Gin and the 
delicious Arran Gold, they have a wide range to choose from. 

� e gi�  boxes can be sent out UK wide and include a personal 
message. You can also email then at info@thearrangi� box.com for 
any bespoke boxes.  

ORDER NOW FOR MOTHER'S DAY
DELIVERY UK WIDE

www.thearrangiftbox.com





Perhaps one of the oddest is 
the sea mouse which can be 
found on muddy sand – not 
a mouse at all, but actually a 
marine worm that can grow to 
around 15cm long. Its body is 
covered in stunning, iridescent 
bristles which give it a furry 
appearance.

Other worm species are fre-
quent inhabitants of sands and 
gravels, some living wholly 
within the sediment while 
others, such as the eyelash 
worm, extend a fan of feeding 
tentacles above the surface. 
This feeding fan can quickly 
retreat into the sediment if 
danger threatens.

Another more common 
example is the sand mason 
worm which lives in a tube 
made of sand grains and shell 
fragments – most of this is 
buried in the sediment but the 
top part, which helps to protect 
the worm’s feeding tentacles, 
is visible above the sediment 
surface.

Several different species of 
sea cucumbers, relatives of 
starfish and sea urchins, are 
found in sediment. 

The gravel sea cucumber, 
as its name suggests, prefers 
coarse sediment and is of spe-
cial interest in the South Arran 
Marine Protected Area (MPA), 
living in coarse maerl and shell 
gravel habitats around the 
coast.

The profusely branching 
tentacles of this animal are 
visible when extended into the 
water to feed, and are covered 
in special sticky areas which 
trap food particles in the water 
column.

Perhaps surprisingly, anemo-

nes can also be quite abundant 
in sand and gravel habitats. 
Some are present because 
they have been able to anchor 
themselves to a small buried 
fragment of stone or shell, but 
others, such as the burrowing 
anemone, live inside a tube 
buried in the sediment. Like 
the eyelash worm, if disturbed, 
they rapidly pull their tentacles 
back inside the buried tube.

One of the oldest living 
animals

Tide-swept coarse sands with 
burrowing bivalves are one of 
the special habitats explicitly 
protected in the MPA desig-
nation order. One of the most 
spectacular bivalve species we 
have here – a special feature of 
the MPA in its own right – is 
the ocean quahog (or Icelandic 
cyprine).

This extraordinary species 
can live for over 400 years.

The shells can be aged using 
annual growth rings which, 
together with chemicals in the 
shells, are being used to pro-
vide insight into past climatic 
and environmental conditions.

As well as the abundance of 
life within the sediment, more 
familiar-looking animals such 
as crabs, shrimp, fish, starfish 
and marine snails can be 
found on the sediment surface; 
many of these also make use 
of the protective cover of sand 
and gravel to hide in and cam-
ouflage themselves.
Maintaining the marine food 
web
Our sand and gravel habitats 
provide a habitat for com-
mercially important shellfish 
species, and they also play a 
really important role in the 
marine food web, providing 
an essential nursery area for 
many species.

Small shellfish, crustaceans 
and worms in the sediment 
provide food for larger species 
such crabs and fish which, 
in turn, are food for larger 
predators such as sea birds and 
marine mammals. Another 
less obvious but globally 
important role they have is 
helping to cycle elements such 
as carbon and nitrogen within 
our seas and oceans, as well as 
contributing to natural climate 
mitigation through capture 
and storage of carbon.

The presence of commercial 
fish and shellfish has made 
sand and gravel habitats a tar-
get for fisheries, some of which 
can have a significant and last-
ing impact on the marine life 
communities that live in them.

The fisheries management 
measures in place for Arran’s 
MPA are helping to ensure that 
these important habitats are 
given the opportunity to re-
cover and thrive, and contrib-
ute to healthy and productive 
seas around Arran.
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Glorious sandy beaches are 
one of Scotland’s great attrac-
tions and Arran, too, has its 
fair share of sandy shores. But 
these are not usually the first 
places you would think to visit 
to find fascinating marine life. 
As with the rocky reef habitat 
that featured in the Banner last 
month, the sandy and gravelly 
beach sediments of Arran’s 
shores extend underwater 
and, where they do, they form 
extensive and important, yet 
often overlooked, marine 
habitats.
Hidden from view
It is easy to see why sediment 
habitats tend to receive less 
attention. The lack of hard 
rock surfaces means there are 
far fewer animals or plants 
attached to the surface, so 
they tend to look visually less 

appealing. Explore within 
the sediment though, and it 
becomes apparent just how 
much diversity these habitats 
support.

The presence of small stones 
or larger pieces of shell within 
the sediment mix can provide 
an attachment point for some 
plants and animals that are 
more familiar on rocky reefs 

and so enable them to survive 
in sediment habitats.

This highlights an important 
aspect of sediment – it can 
be highly variable, ranging 
from fine muddy sand to 
coarse gravelly substrate and 
everything in between, as 
well as mixtures of sediment 
types; these variations provide 
opportunities for a myriad of 
marine species.
Strange species
Sands and gravels are gen-
erally dominated by animal 
species. Ranging from large, 
more familiar animals to small 
microscopic creatures that 
live in the spaces between the 
grains of sediment, these sea-
bed habitats are home to some 
really unusual species, many of 
which have special adaptations 
to live in these conditions.

Secrets of Arran’s sands
Scotland’s Year of Coasts and Waters has officially been extended to 2021, given many 
events and promotions could not go ahead last year as a result of the pandemic. 
To recognise this, and to raise the profile of many exciting habitats and species we find 
in Arran’s seas, many protected by the South Arran Marine Protected Area (MPA), the 
Community of Arran Seabed Trust (COAST) is running a year-long media campaign to raise 
awareness.
Each month, it will focus on a particular habitat or collective group of inter-linked species 
and here for March is the latest instalment. There is more information on COAST social 
media or visit www.arrancoast.com

Sand mason worm. Photo Lucy Kay

Eyelash worm. Photo Lucy Kay

Arctica islandica (Quahog). Photo C Paul Kay

Sea mouse. Photo Lucy Kay

The great outdoors...
Back country skiing and wild swimming... 

Tasty brunch recipes... Red squirrels... Stunning 
small holiday lets... GBBO winner Peter 

Sawkins... Art from Helen Bellany... Beautiful 
West Coast photo essay... Lauderdale hounds...

April
April 

29 pages of 
gardens and 

interiors
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Saturday March 10, 2001

When sculptor Kirti Patel was looking for a well-known Arran figure to 
sculpt, the Banner came up with lifeboatman, hall keeper and leading 
light of the drama festival Allan Little, seen here 'sitting' for Kirti in 
Lamlash Community Centre. The finished work will be donated to Arran 
Heritage Museum. 01_B11tweY05

Two Arran playgroups 
were this week presented 
with cheques from North 
Ayrshire Council’s educa-
tional services committee. 
They were presented by 
councillors John Sillars 
and John Reid. Brodick 
playgroup, left, received 
a cheque for £19,097. The 
children shown with leaders 
Shona Hamilton and Jackie 
Caldwell are: Gemma Welsh, 
Sophie Corbett, Eilidh Welsh, 
Hannah Mackay, Eilidh Black, 
Connor Reid, Lewis Yuill, 
Tabitha Burnet-Robertson, 
Celia Boyle, Chloe Ewart and 
Christina Caldwell. 01_B11tweY01

Shiskine playgroup received a cheque for £13,425. Leaders 
Tina Lawson and Karen Lees are pictured with children Iain 
Clark, Alex Bunyan, Taylor Smith and Kerr Rankin. 01_B11tweY02

Walkers are not welcome on Arran –at least 
for the time being. Large areas of open hill 
ground, farmland and forestry are now off 
limits as a result of the foot and mouth epidem-
ic in mainland Britain. 01_B11tweY03

Above: Marie Walker of Shiskine and Soibhan Dillon of 
Kilmory were two of the 10 girls from Arran High School 
who walked from Blackwaterfoot to Brodick via the south 
end last Saturday raising more than £700 for Comic Relief. 
01_B11tweY04

Left: John Roberts of Brodick and Fiona Crawford of 
Blackwaterfoot were just two of the many people who 
bought Ken Hall’s new book The Isle of Arran, a collection of 
old photographs, at the Book and Card Centre last Saturday. 
01_B11tweY06
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FOR SALE
VERTICAL ADULT 
MOUNTAIN BIKE.
New brakes, gears need 
attention. 
CONTACT 07808401178
SONY 32 INCH WEGA 
TRINITRON DV3 TV  
with stand and remote. Old 
style and very heavy TV in full 
working order. 
CONTACT 07808401178

PRIVATE SALES

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

PERSONAL NOTICE

PROPERTY RECRUITMENT
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INSURANCE SERVICES

JOINERY SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make 
reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

Jamie Greene – MSP for West 
Scotland region

Working hard for you!

TELEPHONE & ZOOM SURGERIES
My remote surgeries remain open during the ongoing Covid-19 

Pandemic and I will always do my best to help.
     To arrange a virtual appointment please contact 

the Regional O�  ce Manager, Samantha Nicol, 
at: Samantha.Nicol@parliament.scot

Or call and leave a message on: 0131 348 6137

The costs of this publication have been 
met from parliamentary resources

Long Let Wanted 
in Lochranza for single 
working professional 
References available. 

Non smoker.
Contact - 07508601979

Experienced 
carer/housekeeper 

available for private work
07541 809542

WANTED
WANTED VINYL RECORDS. 
Good and accurate prices 
paid for well looked a� er 
records. No classical or easy 
listening. All other genres 
considered. Contact Jamie 
on 07983624634 Or  01770 
600969

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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Continued from page 16.

escort us in with loads of other 
small boats. � e atmosphere 
was incredible and totally 
overwhelming.
‘It is a moment in time I will 

never forget with supporters, 
friends and family on top of 
the cli�  cheering us on and 
all the superyachts sounding 
their horns.
‘As well as my wife, it was a 

nice surprise to see both of 
my boys had also managed to 
make it out to Antigua, despite 
the lockdown challenges in 
the UK.’

His highlight was the team 
spirit: ‘I think what was 
important was that we got on 
that boat as good mates and 

stepped o�  it as even better 
mates. Despite some ups and 
downs, that was the biggest 
win for us.’

Keith grew up in Glasgow 
and Edinburgh and his entire 
family has been coming to 
Arran for several generations.

He told the Banner: ‘My 
grandparents, Bert and Kath 
Burnet, used to holiday in 
Arran and stayed in Road End 
in Shiskine. 
‘� ey retired and built a 

house in Shiskine (Cruachan) 
and lived there full time.
‘� eir two sons - Alasdair, 

my father, and Robin Burnet, 
my uncle, are regular visitors 
along with their children 
Keith, Lynne, Michael and 
Alison. Alasdair and Heather 

Keith’s 3,000-mile across 
Atlantic rowing challenge

Burnet still own the house in 
Shiskine.
‘I spent almost every holiday 

in Arran from zero months to 
18 years. 

‘I spent most of my time on 

the golf course at Shiskine. I 
now live in Northamptonshire 
with my wife Bridget and our 
sons Harry and Archie and 
we try to visit the island every 
year.’

The team in the For a Fitter Planet boat. 

� e Scottish government is 
allowing travel to boats for 
essential maintenance in line 
with guidance for owners of 
second homes.

Fergus Ewing, cabinet 
secretary of rural economy 
and tourism, acknowledged 
the need for parity with 
second homes following rep-
resentations by Sail Scotland 
supported by RYA Scotland 
and British Marine Scotland.

Travel exemptions have been 
con� rmed as allowing owners 
of private boats to travel to 
their vessels to undertake 

essential maintenance.
National regulations are 

intended to be � exible to allow 
a person to leave home for a 
genuinely essential purpose.

Rather than setting out an 
exhaustive list of every reason-
able excuse, it leaves it to the 
individual to make a judgment 
as to whether a purpose is 
essential or not.

As the entire sector is e� ec-
tively closed to the public as 
part of a national lockdown, 
only travel for essential main-
tenance is presently allowed.

Travel for cosmetic improve-

ments or preparatory work for 
the coming season will open-
up as restrictions are relaxed 
in the coming weeks on par 
with other sectors.

� e Scottish government 
will try to ensure examples are 
included in future guidance 
but where this is not explic-
itly stated, it would be for the 
individual to determine the 
circumstances whether or not 
travel would be acceptable and 
essential.

Alan Rankin CEO at Sail 
Scotland said: ‘� e positive 
response from Government to 

this ‘ask’ is very welcome and 
we look forward to continuing 
this dialogue to ensure our 
industry has parity with other 
leisure and tourism sectors.’

James Allan CEO at RYA 
Scotland added: ‘� is is great 
for concerned boat owners and 
is a very welcome and prag-
matic view from � e Scottish 
government.

‘I am very grateful to our 
colleagues at Sail Scotland and 
British Marine Scotland for 
helping to get this message to 
the right ears. � eir support 
has been key to this success.’

Lamlash Golf Club
� ursday March 4, Yellow 
Medal: 1 Serge El Adm 73-
11=62; 2 Colin Richardson 
78-16=62. Magic twos Serge El 
Adm @5th and 16th.

Sunday March 7, Glenburn 
Cup: 1 Iain Murchie 67-5=62; 
2 Ian Bremner 71-8= 63 BIH; 
3 Alan Campbell 71-14=63. 
Magic twos Iain Murche @7th, 
Graeme Andrew @4th, Andy 
Smith @16th. Best scratch Iain 
Murchie 67.

Fixtures: Sunday March 14, 
Glenburn Cup, 9.30am and 
noon starts. 

� ursday March 18, Yellow 
Medal, 11am draw.

Shiskine Golf Club
� ursday Marcy 4, ladies’ 
18-hole medal: 1 and scratch 
Elizabeth Kelso 90-21=69 
BIH; 2 Mary-Jo Tod 99-39=69. 

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday February 28, Winter 
Cup Stableford, 27 played: 

1 John Beattie (25) 41pts; 2 
Alistair Hume (12) 39pts acb; 
3 Matt Dobson (6) 39pts acb.

Sunday March 7, Winter 
Cup Stableford, 28 played: 
1 Brian Allison (25) 43 pts; 
2 Douglas Robertson (17) 
42pts; 3 Terry Raeside (13) 
40pts acb. Fixture: Sunday 
March 14, Brandon quali� er.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday March 8,   Monday 
Cup: 1 Len Hartley 73-
15=58; 2 Graeme Andrew 
70-9=61 and scratch, BIH 
over John McGovern. Magic 
twos R Burke@10th, A 
Pattison@13th A Smith@10th, 
R I MacMillan@1st.

Fixtures: Saturday March 
13, 18-hole medal, arrange 
your own matches in line with 
Covid regulations. Monday 
March 15, Monday Cup, draw 
at noon.

Machrie Bay Golf 
Club
Saturday March 6, Lochranza 
Hotel Cup. 1 Brian Sherwood 
41pts; 2 Phil Betley 37pts; 3 
John Pennycott 35pts.

Tuesday March 9, Winter 
Cup: 1 Phil Betley 64; 2 John 
Pennycott 67, 3 Brian Sherwood 
74. Fixture: Tuesday March 
16, � nal day of the Lochranza 
Hotel Cup, tee o�  noon.

Boat owners allowed to travel to 
carry out essential maintenance 

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working together
CHURCHES IN NORTH ARRAN 

PARISHES WILL BE CLOSED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

THERE WILL STILL BE ON-LINES 
SERVICES AND FOOD BANK 
WILL STILL BE AVAILABLE.
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

DUE TO THE NEW SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION ON 

CORONAVIRUS, THE CHURCH 
WILL BE CLOSED FOR WORSHIP 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 

fellowship to share”
Scotttish Charity SC015072

DUE TO THE NEW SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION ON 

CORONAVIRUS, THE CHURCH 
WILL BE CLOSED FOR WORSHIP 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 

Anglican Church)
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.

ALL SERVICES ARE 
CANCELLED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE

Services from Christchurch, 
Lochgilphead will be available on 

Facebook and ZOOM.
Please contact Richard Trewby 
on 01770-600236 for further 

information
ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH

A reminder that our mini-
service is still available every 
week on our website: www.

arranbaptistchurch.btck.co.uk
If you go to the homepage and 

look below the map picture you 
will � nd the link to pick up the 

service. To access click on the � rst 
letter of the link.

We would love you to join us.
HOLY CROSS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
RESTRICTIONS OUR CHURCH 
REMAINS CLOSED FOR MASS 

AND PUBLIC WORSHIP UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE

THE RT REV BRIAN MCGEE, 
BISHOP OF OF ARGYLL AND 
THE ISLES WILL CELEBRATE 
MASS FROM HIS ORATORY 
IN OBAN AT 10AM DAILY. 
LIVESTREAM ACCESS IS 

AVAILABLE AT 
www.rcdai.org.uk

A WEEKLY PARISH BULLETIN 
IS AVAILABLE BY EMAIL. 

PLEASE EMAIL. peterdwilko@
gmail.com IF YOU WISH 

TO RECEIVE A REGULAR 
BULLETIN

BLESS O LORD THIS ISLE OF 
ARRAN ST ROCH PATRON OF 

THE SICK PRAY FOR US
OUR LADY OF THE ISLES 

PRAY FOR US ST COLUMBA 
PRAY FOR US

WATT – � omas Kennedy, 
born 4th October 1954, died 
11th March 2020, loving son, 
dad & papa.
� ose we love don’t go away
� ey walk beside up every day
Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and very 
dear.
- Love Glenda, Shauna & 
� omas xxx

KING – Frances Margaret 
peacefully at Cooriedoon 
Nursing Home on Saturday, 
27th February 2021, Margaret, 
aged 90 years formerly of 
Magnolias, Whiting Bay. Due 
to the current circumstances 
there will be a private graveside 
service at Sannox cemetery 
where Margaret will be buried 
with her late husband, Angus. 
� ank you to Pauline and all 
the sta�  at Cooriedoon for 
Margaret’s care over the past 
few years.
MACKINNON – Eleanor 
Nanette. Peacefully at home 
a� er a short illness on Sunday, 
7th March 2021. Eleanor, 
beloved wife of John and loving 
mother and grandmother to 
the family. Due to the current 
circumstances there will be 
a private funeral at Kilmory 
Cemetery.
SILLARS – Elizabeth Irvine 
(Bessie) passed away on 
Wednesday 3rd March in 
Montrose House. Beloved wife 
of the late Eric, much loved 
mother of Norman, Mairi and 
the late Jan, loved grandmother 
and great grandmother. Due 
to current circumstances 
the funeral will be private. 
Donations, if wished, can be 
made in memory of Bessie 
Sillars to either Corrie Church 
or to the Sunshine Fund at 
Montrose House. Cheques 
with a reference to Bessie will 
be gratefully received by either 
organisation or contact Mairi 
for further information.
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A man with close family 
connections to Arran has com-
peted in the world’s toughest 
rowing race.

Keith Burnet spent his 
childhood messing about on 
boats on Arran and now the 
adventurer has competed in 
the Talisker Whisky Atlantic 
Challenge which saw him and 
his teammates, James, Richard 
and Josh, row more than 3,000 
miles unaided across the 
Atlantic Ocean.

� ey were one of 21 teams 

Arran waters help Keith in 
3,000-mile Atlantic challenge

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Keith Burnet, whose family have close connections to Arran. 

The team with 
Keith, second 
right.

All smiles for the exhausted 
crew at the � nish in Antigua.

to take part in the challenge 
and � nished a respectable 
sixth, rowing 2,752 nautical 
miles from La Gomera across 
the Atlantic Ocean to Antigua 
raising more than £50,000 for 
charity.

Keith, who is 50, describes 
himself as a ‘keen adventurer’ 
and an ex-rugby player who 
has run lots of marathons in-
cluding the famous Marathon 
des Sables in the Sahara desert. 
His passion is � tness and  he 
is lucky enough to do that 
for a job as chief executive 
global markets at Les Mills 
International, the New 
Zealand global � tness giant.

� eir boat ‘For a Fitter Planet’ 
was a Rannoch R45 – the 
fastest ocean rowing boat in 
the world. She is 26�  long and 
weighs in at 1.4 tonnes, exclud-
ing oarsmen.

� ere are two cabins, one 
at each end, each measuring 
around 6�  in length – leaving 
very little space for four rowers 
to catch 40 winks.

In a blog about the race,  
Keith explained about the 
start of the event: ‘It was total 
amateur hour, as we rowed 
out with our oars clanking 
together in an uncoordinated 
fashion. � e on-lookers must 
have thought ‘who are these 
jokers?’. It was true. We were 
total novices trying to row 
across one of the most hostile 
oceans in the world.’

He went on: ‘� e � rst 48 
hours were brutal, the tough-
est mental and physical experi-
ence of my life. A combination 

of losing sight of land, the 
realisation we were not going 
back and that we were out here 
for � ve-six or so weeks, plus 
trying to somehow acclimatise 
to the daily routine of  two 
hours on,  two hours o� . I was 
also terribly seasick – literally 
10 times a day - for the � rst 
couple of weeks, which added 
to my challenge. I was loving 
life!
‘However, it was amazing 

how quickly we all fell into the 
routine of learning to survive 
24-7 in a 28 foot rowing boat.’

However, the � nish was 
something he will always 
remember: ‘Seeing land again 
a� er six weeks was a huge 
moment for us but that was 
nothing compared to crossing 
the � nish line and arriving 
into English Harbour. We had 
the Antiguan Coastguard 

Continued on page 15.

and choose a FREE bottle of Glasgow Gin or Arran Malt*
Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per quarter delivered direct to you. 

Call 01778 392014 and quote summer1 or go to scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

SUBSCRIBE TOSUBSCRIBE TOSUBSCRIBE TOSUBSCRIBE TOSUBSCRIBE TOSUBSCRIBE TO

*Terms and conditions apply. For over-18s and UK-based subscribers only who pay by direct debit. Minimum 
one-year subscription to Scottish Field. Offer ends 31 May 2021. While stocks last. Limited stock available, 

fi rst come, fi rst served basis. By claiming this offer, you agree that you are of UK legal age for purchasing and 
consuming alcoholic drinks.

01770 600 328   |       admin@lamlashgarage.co.uk   |            Lamlash Garage                    

Open Monday to Friday 8am – 5pm    |    Park Terrace, Lamlash, KA27 8NB

All vehicle makes serviced & repaired. 
Car & Motorcycle MOT Testing.

Strict social distancing & face mask requirements apply. 
Appointment bookings & card payments accepted by phone. 
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