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‘Ignored’ 
communities 
call for pause 
to wind farms 
� e continuing spread of wind 
farms across South Knapdale 
and Kintyre should be paused 
to allow their broad impact to 
be assessed, according to area 
community councils, writes 
Colin Cameron.

In a joint letter to Scottish 
Government ministers with 
responsibility for transport, 
electricity transmission, 
rural economy and tourism, 
South Knapdale and Tarbert 
and Skipness community 
councils joined forces with 
their � ve Kintyre equivalents 
to express concern at the 
pace and size of wind farm 
developments on valuable 
landscapes.

� ey also claim some wind-
farm developers have recently 
ignored Scottish Government 
advice on providing commu-
nity bene� ts – cash for local 
organisations – and shared 
community ownership.

� e seven-strong group of 
community councils have 
asked Scottish ministers 
to delay further wind farm 
development while a study of 
their impact on the Kintyre 

Lochgilphead is looking to 
a brighter future beyond the 
pandemic.

A project to improve 
Colchester Square and Argyll 
Street, started in January, was 
completed just in time for the 
partial easing of lockdown 
restrictions on April 26 – and 
the di� erence is striking.

� e aim of the £500,000 
scheme – managed by Argyll 
and Bute Council and funded 
by the Scottish Government’s 
Cycling, Walking and Safer 
Routes Fund, HITRANS, and 
Transport Scotland’s Spaces 
for People fund, managed by 
SUSTRANS – was to support 
businesses by drawing people 
to the town centre.

Footways have been be wid-
ened and resurfaced using lo-
cally-sourced Achnaba green-
stone, supplied by MacLeod 
Construction and expertly laid 
by another Lochgilphead � rm, 
DA MacDonald Contractors. 
� ere are improved road 

crossings; new cycle parking; 
more space for pedestrians 
and better surfaces for anyone 
with mobility challenges, 
wheelchair users and prams.

In their new, brighter sur-
roundings, and as shoppers 
started to return in line with 
new level three restrictions, re-
tailers were in buoyant mood.

Owner of the Square Peg 
shops Jilly Wilson said: ‘It’s a 
buzz to see the work � nished 
and to have the shops open 
again.

‘� e DA MacDonald workers 
have been great. � ey did 
everything they could to be 
helpful during the work.

‘I’m optimistic. In 

Lochgilphead people really do 
support local shops, and I’m 
hopeful this will continue.’

Contractor Donald 
MacDonald got stuck into 
laying the slabs himself. 

He said: ‘I think it’s great, 
and it should pay dividends for 
the local shops. � e fact that 
the stone was sourced locally 

is just the icing on the cake.’
‘It’s absolutely fantastic,’ 

commented Councillor 
Alastair Redman, council 
policy lead for business, 
regeneration and commercial 
development.

‘� e project has been very 
well received and I think it will 
be of huge economic bene� t,’ 
he added, ‘and I would like 
to see more schemes like this 
across Argyll.’

MacLeod Construction 
made a donation of shop signs 
using Achnaba stone, and 
Greig MacLeod explained: 
‘� at was just a wee token for 
the shops to wish them good 
luck.’

Jilly added: ‘What a nice 
touch from MacLeods. � e 
stone signs are just beautiful.’

With more improve-
ment schemes to come, 
Lochgilphead’s prospects are 
better than they have been for 
many years.

 Visit the Argyllshire 
Advertiser website for more on 
this story.

Brighter Lochgilphead 
greets shoppers’ return

Celebrating a suc-
cessful project, 
complete with 
new shop signs. 
From left: Square 
Peg owner Jilly 
Wilson, Councillor 
Alastair Redman, 
Greig MacLeod, 
Denise Brolly 
of the Sweetie 
Jar, contractor 
Donald 
MacDonald, 
Sarah Brolly 
of West Coast 
Homes, and Love 
Dove Studio 
proprietor 
Gill Stewart. 
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Continued on page 2.

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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Plans for an extension to a 
quarry near Kilmartin will go 
to a public hearing, councillors 
have decided, writes Colin 
Cameron.

Members of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning, protec-
tive services and licensing 
committee had been asked by 
council o�cers to approve the 
plans for Kilmartin Quarry, 
subject to a public hearing.

At a virtual meeting of 
the committee on April 21, 
Councillor Sandy Taylor asked 
his colleagues to endorse the 
o�cials’ recommendation for 
a hearing.

�at hearing is also set to 
take place on a virtual basis 
due to restrictions on gather-
ings as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Councillors also determined 

during the meeting, however, 
that they will not hold a site 
visit in advance.

Councillor Taylor said: ‘�is 
is the second time I have been 
involved in an application 
of planning consent for the 
quarry. �e community was 
concerned about noise levels 
the �rst time. Since then the 
plant has been upgraded and 
substantial noise issues have 

arisen. At the moment, be-
cause of Covid, the council has 
been unable to con�rm that 
the planning condition relat-
ing to noise has been satis�ed.

‘�is is quite a unique set of 
circumstances. 

‘I am particularly keen that 
residents have the chance to 
express their concerns and 
hear from our o�cers so that 
they can better understand 

the constraints and form the 
basis of any discussions going 
forward. I would certainly 
support the decision to have a 
hearing.’

Oban councillor Roddy 
McCuish asked: ‘What is the 
di�erence between this and 
previous approvals? Is it just 
the fact it is getting bigger or 
that there are more objections?’

Planning o�cer David 

Love replied: ‘Essentially the 
di�erence in this proposal is 
simply materials coming from 
a di�erent area. One area of 
the site was an extraction area 
and the application is for a new 
one. All elements remain the 
same as members previously 
approved.’

�e committee unanimously 
agreed to hold the hearing, 
without a site visit.

POLICE FILES
Searched by police
A 20-year-old man was stopped and 
searched by police about 10.30pm on 
Friday April 23 in Paterson Street, 
Lochgilphead. A�er allegedly being 
found in possession of cannabis, he was 
charged and a report will be submitted 
to the procurator �scal.

Charged
Around 11.55pm on Friday April 
23, a car was stopped on the A83 at 
Lochgilphead and searched by police. 
A man aged 20 was allegedly found to 
be in possession of cannabis. He was 
charged and a report will be submitted 
to the procurator �scal.

Failure to report
On Islay, a driver failed to stop and 
report the collision when a wall was 
damaged by a vehicle around midnight 
on Saturday April 17 at the Glebe, 
Bowmore. Police are investigating 
and are appealing for witnesses or 
anyone with  information to contact 
them on 101 or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Reckless conduct
At about 2.40pm on Saturday April 24 
at Flora Street, Bowmore, a man aged 
54 allegedly behaved in an abusive 
manner and threw a boulder at a 
man in a digger, smashing a window. 
Police are investigating the incident 
and when the man is traced, he will be 
charged and a report submitted to the 
procurator �scal.

Kilmartin quarry plans to go before virtual hearing

Continued from page 1.
peninsula and South Knapdale is 
carried out. Community bene�t and 
shared ownership must, they say, be 
made a requirement of all future wind-
farm projects.

�ey also believe local residents 
are at a disadvantage when dealing 
with complex, jargon-�lled planning 
proposals  and called for the Scottish 
Government to enforce better com-
munity engagement and provide 
funding towards professional advice for 
community councils a�ected by larger 
developments falling under section 36 
and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989.

�e government must explore alter-
native arrangements, added the group, 
for the re-opening of the Machrihanish 
wind turbine factory.

�e height and number of turbines 
is of increasing concern, with recent 
applications proposing towers up to 230 
metres high - some 50 per cent taller 
than many existing structures. �e 
group believes the cumulative e�ect 
will negatively impact the area’s scenic 
beauty and therefore tourism.

Bob Chicken, planning convenor 
for Tarbert and Skipness Community 
Council, said: ‘Our communities’ 
needs are being ignored. We believe our 

proposals will strike a fairer balance 
between the need for greener power 
and the needs of the remote and rural 
populations who live and work in the 
lands used to generate it.’

�e Argyllshire Advertiser put the 
group’s speci�c concerns to renew-
able energy industry body Scottish 
Renewables.

Claire Mack, chief executive of 
Scottish Renewables, replied by saying 
that rural Scotland has a ‘central role’ 
to play in delivering clean power for 
climate change targets.

She continued: ‘�e latest UK 
Government �gures show that only 10 

per cent of Scots are opposed to the de-
velopment of onshore wind. �at data is 
supported by further research, carried 
out speci�cally in rural Scotland, which 
additionally showed higher support for 
onshore wind power among young 
people.

‘Renewables now provide the 
equivalent of 90 per cent of Scotland’s 
electricity consumption, with onshore 
wind delivering the bulk of that power, 
employing 5,400 people across the 
country and supporting a thriving 
supply chain of businesses from the 
central belt to the Borders, Highlands 
and Islands.’

‘Ignored’ communities 
call for windfarm pause

Windfarms 
have grown 
in number 
and height 
since their 
introduction 
in the 1990s. 
51_a18Windfarm02

Hospitals carefully 
welcome back 
patient visitors
Hospital patients are allowed 
one visitor as Scotland moved 
back to level three Covid 
restrictions from April 26.

NHS Highland nurse 
consultant Ruth Mantle has 
been leading on ‘person-cen-
tred visiting’ in hospitals, and 
explained: ‘Over the past few 
months, we have only been 
able to accept essential visiting 
for the majority of our patients 
so we are looking forward to 
welcoming visitors back to our 
hospitals.

‘�e support and comfort 
visitors bring to our patients 
cannot be overestimated. It is a 
key part of their recovery and 
has a positive e�ect on their 
overall quality of care. Covid, 
however, has not gone away 
and visiting will have to be 
managed carefully to ensure 
the safety of our patients, 
our sta� and members of the 
public.’

All patients in hospital will 
be able to have support from at 
least one person during their 
stay and that person can be 
changed if required.

Visits will need to be ar-
ranged through appointments 
with the ward and visitors 
will be required to wear a face 
mask, adhere to hand hygiene  
and maintain distance.
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Councillors have approved 
plans for a community hub 
in Clachan, writes Colin 
Cameron.

�e proposal, by Clachan 
Village Hall Committee for 
Achnaha in Clachan, Tarbert, 
went before Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning, protective 
services and licensing (PPSL) 
committee on April 21.

Twelve objections had been 
received and eight letters of 
support, which would see a 
house turned into a commu-
nity hub. �e building was 
initially constructed in 1878 as 
a free church and is a category 
B-listed building.

A council planning o�cer 
recommended approval of the 
plans at the PPSL committee 
meeting without the need for a 
public hearing.

�e planning o�cer said: 
‘Notwithstanding concerns of 
some people who have made 

representations of objection on 
grounds of tra�c congestion 
and road safety hazards direct-
ly resulting from the proposed 
change of use, o�cers consider 

that the day-to-day community 
type uses typical of a village 
community hall will be of 
such modest scale as to have 
minimal impact on the public/
private road infrastructure.

‘In addition, the central 
village location will o�er an 
opportunity for users to travel 
to the hall by foot or bike as 
opposed to a very short car 
journey. It is noted o�-street 
car parking provision meets 
the adopted council car park-
ing standards. �e occasions 
where the hall will be used to its 
absolute capacity are very likely 
to be occasional and at such 
times it has been proposed that 
overspill parking be provided 
nearby.

‘It is o�cers’ interpretation 
that the issue which has raised 
most concern relates to the 
potential impact of some of the 
uses typical of a community 
hub/hall in close proximity to 

houses. It is assessed that this 
is a prominent building with a 
status that is appropriate to a 
community type of use.

‘O�cers consider that the 
signi�cant majority of village 
community activities including 
meetings, activity and social 
clubs, co�ee mornings are 
capable of taking place within 
a residential area without det-
riment to residential amenities 
by reason of undue noise or 
disturbance. O�cers have also 
taken into account the rep-
resentations of support which 
refer to a sense of community 
activity and vitality within the 
village as a positive e�ect.’

�e committee agreed to 
grant planning permission 
subject to conditions including 
the agreement of road junction 
improvements and parking 
arrangements for eight cars 
as well as a landscaping plan, 
before building work begins.

Clachan community hub 
receives the green light

The proposed Clachan 
community hub will be 
housed in a former free 
church building.

Just one 
of the 
examples 
of the 
stunning 
local 
artwork 
up for 
auction. 

Flower-powered auction 
for Marie Curie charity
Look out for some stunning 
artwork from local artists go-
ing up for auction throughout 
May.

Organised by Mid Argyll 
Fundraising Group For Marie 
Curie, each gorgeous piece be-
ing auctioned will have a daf-
fodil theme and is available to 
view on the group’s Facebook 
page.

Bids for the auction will 
support the local work of the 
Marie Curie charity, which 

provides frontline nursing and 
hospice care as well as support 
on all aspects of dying, death 
and bereavement.

Julie Brown, chairperson of 
Mid Argyll Fundraising Group 
For Marie Curie, said: ‘We 
would like to thank all the local 
artists who have contributed to 
our auction and brightenened 
our day with their beautiful 
da�odil-inspired pieces.

‘Bids must be submitted by 
May 31.’
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Mr Brannen,
You may be aware that a� er 
writing to Michael Matheson 
twice over the past two months 
we were advised by him to hold 
a meeting with Jo Blewett, who 
leads your A83 project team, 
which we have now done.

� e main objective of this 
meeting was for our group to 
understand the progress being 
made by Transport Scotland to 
deliver a ‘rapid’ solution at the 
Rest and Be � ankful (RABT) 
as urged by Michael Matheson 
in March.

We learned that Transport 
Scotland is planning three 
initiatives.

A 10-point plan to build in 
more resilience and mitigation 
measures for the old military 
road (OMR). We feel this is 
over-complicated. 

If it is only going to be used 
for a short while, apart from 
straightening the bends in the 
road, we would do the mini-

mum to keep it open and save 
money on further mitigation 
measures.

To build a medium-term 
solution with three options 
along a similar route to the 
forestry road. We think this 
should be a temporary solution 
to remove the safety risk and 
continued cost of mitigation 
from landslides on the existing 
A83. 

Either upgrade the existing 
road to two lanes or use it as 
one lane up and the OMR 
down. We do not need another 
adoptable standard road. � is 
is wasting time and money on 
solutions that should just be 
temporary.

To build one of � ve long-term 
options through Glen Croe. 
� e choice of route should be 
driven by the data, the safest 
route given the stability of the 
ground conditions. We under-
stand Transport Scotland has 
not yet evaluated the geology 

of the glen necessary for any 
of the routes being considered, 
which will take three months 
to tender for a contractor to 
assess the terrain, despite it be-
ing evident this was required 
months ago. 

We also learned with utter 
disbelief that it is going to 
take 18 months to evaluate the 
ground conditions before any 
options are selected then an 
unbelievable � ve to 10 years to 
build. If people using the M74 
or M8 were forced to operate 
a convoy system, which was 
closed when it rained or sent 
on an hour’s detour, we would 
not be waiting three months to 
appoint people to assess what 
can be done.

� e crisis at the Rest is an 
economic, social and safety 
disaster for the area which 
is not being taken seriously 
enough by Transport Scotland 
or the government. We have 
three questions for you and 

your management team:
 During the last landslide, a 

bus load of passengers was two 
cars away from being swept o�  
the road. If the next landslide, 
or subsequent diversion along 
the equally inadequate A82, 
results in a fatality, who will be 
held accountable?

 If the A83 was a business 
site with the threat of a land-
slide outside its doors, would 
it be allowed to operate or shut 
down?

 Who is responsible for the 
social and economic impact on 
the people and businesses of 
Argyll while we wait another 
10 years for something perma-
nent to be done?

All we are asking is to cut 
through the ‘business as 
usual’ approach and appoint 
someone who can build 2km 
of safe road within the next 
three years, which stays open 
when it rains.

We would be happy to 
discuss what can be done to 
resolve the crisis at the RABT 
and look forward to hearing 
from you soon.

John Gurr 
Chairman, � e Rest and Be 

� ankful Campaign 

A Transport Scotland spokes-
man responded:
� e resilience of the A83 at 
the Rest and be � ankful has 
deteriorated over the course of 
the last year. 

Between 2007 and mid-2020 
we undertook proportion-
ate methods to maintain 
connectivity. 

However, the recent situation 
based on a series of landslides 
starting in August 2020 has 
called for further and more 

extensive action. We can 
assure local residents and 
road users that the situation is 
being treated with seriousness 
and urgency with measures 
to maintain connectivity 
through the glen being expe-
dited on a short, medium and 
long-term basis to provide 
increasing levels of service.

Along with continuous 
monitoring of the hillside, the 
short term mitigation works 
have ensured that the A83 was 
open during daylight hours 
for the majority of the period 
between January 8 and April 
5. Since then, the A83 has been 
run on a 24-hour-a-day basis 
on all but one day, when heavy 
rainfall resulted in tra�  c 
being diverted to the OMR as a 
precaution for the evening and 
overnight.

� e term ‘emergency’ has 
been used by the group to ex-
plore if further powers would 
be available to bypass some of 
the standard processes. 

Whilst we do not think there 
are any particular powers 
available in that context, we 
made a commitment, as part 
of the preferred route corridor 
announcement last month, 
to continue to explore ways 
of reducing the timescales to 
bring forward both the medi-
um term and long-term routes, 
while continuing to maximise 
the availability of the A83 and 
the OMR.

We note and understand 
the group’s view of timescales 
for delivering routes which is 
why we are proposing a medi-
um-term route and examining 
options in and around the 
forestry track on land owned 
by Scottish ministers along 

with potential upgrades of 
the OMR. Depending on 
the consents required, those 
proposals could be � nalised in 
18 months.

� e development work is 
data-driven, without which we 
are unable to satisfy ourselves 
that the proposals will be safe. 

As was made clear at the 
recent meeting with Mr Gurr, 
we have concerns over the 
safety of the temporary option 
suggested by the group and 
further data collection in the 
coming months will allow us 
to make an assessment of the 
work that would be required 
to bring that up to a safe 
standard. 

We can then benchmark that 
option against others we are 
developing.

In response to the campaign 
group’s three questions, the 
Transport Scotland spokes-
man replied:

 Transport Scotland is 
responsible for the operation 
and management of the trunk 
road network on behalf of 
Scottish ministers. 

As part of the £87m invested 
in maintaining the A83 since 
2007, we have spent more than  
£15m in landslide measures at 
the Rest and Be � ankful. 

To mitigate the socio-eco-
nomic impact caused by the 
frequent landslide events at the 
Rest, a number of preventative 
measures were implemented 
between 2010 and 2014 includ-
ing upgrading culverts and the 
installation of 20 debris � ow 
barriers, four rockfall barriers 
and one catchpit. 

A review on the impact of the 
road closures due to landslides 
at the Rest and be � ankful 

Business blast over Rest approach – Transport Scotland responds
As reported in last week’s edition of the Argyllshire Advertiser, the Rest and Be Thankful Campaign - a group 
comprising a number of Argyll business leaders - recently sent an open letter to Transport Scotland chief executive 
Roy Brannen voicing members’ concerns over a lack of immediate action to address the A83 at the Rest and be 
Thankful. The letter is published below, followed by Transport Scotland’s response.

This protective bund beside 
the Old Military Road is one 
of the recently introduced 
mitigation measures.

ARGYLL COUNTRY MARKET  
FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

Saturday 1st May Campbeltown
Saturday 8th May Lochgilphead

Pork. Lamb, Beef, Plants, Charcuterie and many more stalls
The Bible Society with baking stall. Ian Rutledge cheese maker

Thankyou for your continued support, and any more new stalls would be welcome.

ARGYLL COUNTRY MARKET
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Business blast over Rest approach – Transport Scotland responds

There have been a number of landslides since this one in August 2020, but slips have been commonplace over the past two 
decades. 51_a34Rest01

also resulted in the creation of 
a local diversion route along 
the OMR to provide a short-
term alternative route in the 
event of road closures due to 
landslides. 

� is route has been used 
when required and safe to do 
so since 2014. � e design and 
construction of supplementary 
mitigation measures to bolster 
resilience is ongoing. Since 
August 2020, engineers have 
installed a number of further 
mitigation measures adjacent 
to the A83, including debris 
fences, roadside pits and debris 
barriers. 

Drainage improvements on 
the hillside have helped stabi-
lise the slopes within the most 
a� ected area. 

� ese measures helped to 
keep the A83 open during day-
light hours for the majority of 
the period between January 8 
and April 5, with the provision 
of a 175m long HESCO bund 
adjacent to the OMR to allow 
tra�  c � ow to be maintained 
during the hours of darkness. 
Since April 5 the A83 has been 
run on a 24-hour-a-day basis 
on all but one day, when heavy 

rainfall resulted in tra�  c 
being diverted to the OMR as a 
precaution for the evening and 
overnight. 

Between January and mid-
April the protection a� orded 
by these measures, with 
extensive monitoring and as-
sessment of the hillside, meant 
that the A83 and OMR re-
mained in operation for all but 
eight occasions – � ve partial or 
whole nights and three partial 
or whole days – meaning that 
tra�  c did not have to use 
the diversion route between 
Inveraray and Crianlarich. 
Any liability relating to the 
trunk road network is estab-
lished on a case by case basis, 
and is very much dependent on 
the circumstances associated 
with any incident that occurs.

 We have set out above how 
we are managing the A83 to 
allow some corridor connec-
tivity. � e alternative would 
be to rely on other trunk road 
routes.

 We have explained the 
actions we are taking to safely 
maintain tra�  c within the 
A83 corridor to mitigate such 
losses.
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We hope the end of April 
signals the start of a brighter 
period for the visitor econo-
my in Argyll and � e Isles, 
Helensburgh, Loch Lomond 
and Dunbartonshire and 
across the country.

Colleagues and I have been 
looking forward to tourism 
and hospitality reopening 
since we found out the islands 
and mainland would emerge 
from ‘stay local’ at the same 
time, which allows visitors 
to return to businesses and 
attractions in every corner of 
our geography and economy. 

I know businesses and oper-
ators on the islands welcomed 
this decision because it gave 
them the clarity their potential 
customers were seeking so 
they could book with con� -
dence. � e visitor economy is 
worth £440 million on average 
every year to the region[i] so 
the more businesses, opera-
tors, jobs and communities 
that can bene� t from tourism 
and hospitality reopening the 
better.

We are changing the way 
we view tourism and events, 
considering the welfare of 
communities as much as we 
value the needs of the visitor. 

We have an opportunity to 
reset our plans for growth 
based on a more responsible 
future where a growing num-
ber of visitors want to give 

back to those 
communities. 
It can be a chal-
lenge to get the 
balance exactly right 
but if businesses, communi-
ties and visitors all play their 
part, we believe everyone will 
bene� t.

We won’t just push a button 
and tourism will recover 
– we’ve had a year of very 
little investment, job loss-
es and business closures – it 
will take time and signi� cant 
investment to get us back to a 
thriving industry. 

With the right support tour-
ism and events can lead the 
economic recovery and boost 
inward investment where it is 
needed most.

We are con� dent Argyll and 
� e Isles, Helensburgh, Loch 
Lomond and Dunbartonshire 
can look forward to a strong 
performance this summer. In 
some places in the UK coastal 
and rural locations, occupan-
cy rates in 2020 exceeded 2019. 

We know Scotland is a 
popular destination for UK 
residents and, as we saw last 
year, there was a real desire 
from Scots to explore their 
own country. Our marketing 
will focus on inspiring peo-
ple across the UK to make 
Scotland their destination of 
choice this year and support 
the recovery of Scottish 

tourism. � e rise in new 
domestic visitors did 

present challenges 
and pressure on local 
amenities last year 
and so our marketing 
campaign for Scots is 

#RespectProtectEnjoy 
to help maintain our 

stunning landscapes by 
leaving no physical trace of a 
visit.

� e Rural Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund, admin-
istered by VisitScotland, has 
given out £9m to 43 projects 
across the country since 2017 

including 8 across Argyll and 
the Isles and Loch Lomond 
area to improve toilets, car 
parking and access roads.

We’ve been promoting 
and stocking over 300 local 
suppliers and cra� makers via 
our Shop Local iCentre net-
work including at Bowmore, 
Craignure, Oban, Rothesay, 
Aberfoyle and Balloch. 

� ere are lots of great exam-
ples of sustainable, inclusive 
businesses and operators to be 

found and we’d urge visitors 
and locals alike to support 
them.

Look out for holders of � e 
Green Tourism Scheme like 
Argyll Estates and Inveraray 
Castle, East Cambusmoon 
Farm self-catering holiday 
cottages and Hebrides Cruises. 
Along with many partners 
and tourism businesses, this 
commitment to responsible 
tourism can show that tourism 
is a force for good – creating 

economic and social value in 
every corner of Scotland and 
enhancing the well-being of 
everyone who experiences it. 
Tourism makes Scotland rich-
er, economically and socially, 
and without it Scotland would 
be a much poorer place.

� ere’s lots to look forward 
to and I can’t wait to travel the 
Kintyre 66 (K66) route; a new 
66-mile loop around Kintyre 
and over to Gigha. And for 
foodies, the � ve new Taste of 

Place Trails have something 
for everyone.

Tourism and events will help 
to rebuild the Scottish popu-
lation’s well-being – everyone 
deserves a holiday, and Argyll, 
the Isles, Helensburgh, Loch 
Lomond and Dunbartonshire, 
and all it o� ers, will be the per-
fect antidote a� er lockdown.

[i] Insight Department, Argyll 
& � e Isles factsheet, 2019 
Argyll and the Isles Factsheet 
2019 (visitscotland.org).

Argyll and the Isles – the 
perfect lockdown antidote
David Adams McGilp, VisitScotland regional 
director for Argyll, West Dunbartonshire 
and East Dunbartonshire,  discusses the 
prospects for the visitor economy as tourism 
and hospitality reopen:

Clockwise from left: 
How’s this for a lockdown 
refresher? This scene was 
captured from Bellanoch 
looking towards Jura by 
Aileen Gillies; 
There can be fewer more 
attractive towns that 
Inveraray, in the heart of 
Argyll. 51_a04inveraraypier02;

Beautiful Tarbert with its 
marina is one of the most 
popular visitor attractions 
in Argyll. 51_a04TarbertHarbour02
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MOJO festival plans are boldy 
going ‘fourth’ for this October.

Dan Gri�  ths, founder and 
organiser of what will be the 
fourth MOJO festival showcas-
ing the original work of Argyll 
musicians, has set a date in the 
2021 diary.

‘We need music more than 
ever before,’ says Dan, who had 
to cancel MOJO 2020 because 
of Covid but is now busy gear-
ing up for the one-night-only 
event at Ardfern’s   Craignish 
Hall on Saturday October 16.

‘We are being bold about 
having our fourth show later 
this year. Because of Covid 
we also had to cancel a re-
scheduled date for this May 
but we are being con� dent we 
will have our fourth MOJO in 
October.

‘Our message to musicians 
out there is please keep the 
music going,’ said Dan, who 
is lining up acts and hopes 
to include new bands on this 
year’s bill.

Closing dates for hopefuls 
will be mid-July; there are four 
or � ve acts already tuning up 
and keen to get on stage.

‘It could be best diversity or 
the most professional sound-
ing acts. We need people who 
can play the notes and give a 
great performance.

‘October gives bands the 
chance to get together a� er 
lockdown and practise. Even 
if we get bands who have ap-
peared before applying, it has 
to be new material. � e idea 
is that the audience will never 
have heard that music before,’ 
he added.

Some of the bands who 
have played to date include 
Oban jazz duo � e Blue 
Moon Travellers, the Hollow 
Mountain String Band, 
Lochgilphead rapper Ross.T 
(Lost In Berlin), � e Bram 
Belles from Colontrive, 
Inveraray’s � e Camans, 
psychedelic beatpop band � e 
Twisted Melons from Kintyre 
and Ardfern’s homegrown 
Ardfunk band who blew the 
2019 audience away.

What started out in 2017 
funded out of Dan’s own pock-
et and making a loss of £50 
grew to about 130 people buy-
ing tickets for the 2018 show 

and making a pro� t - 2019 was 
even better with a 200-strong 
audience, bands getting paid 
and a merchandise stall.

‘We’re de� nitely getting our 
MOJO back,’ said Dan.

Interested in � nding out 
more? Go to MOJO Argyll 
Musicians Facebook.

Clockwise from above: 
Cowal-based duo The 
Brambelles perform in 2018; 
The Hollow Mountain String 
Band brought Americana to 
Argyll in 2018; FourBelow 
rocked MOJO in 2018 and 
2019.

MOJO festival boldly goes ‘fourth’

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

2020 (69) Peugeot 308 1.5 
BlueHDI GT Line

Red, 7000 miles, 
satellite navigation, rear 
camera, GT styling, 
glass roof, front/rear 
parking sensors, alloys.
£16499

2017 (17) Peugeot 208 
1.2 PureTech Active

Silver, 11000 miles, 
alloys, air conditioning, 
electric pack, 
DAB radio/USB, 
1 year MOT
Was £8499
£7999

2018 (18) Nissan Qashqai 
1.6 DiG-T NConnecta 
Edition

Grey, 35000 miles, 1 
owner, rear camera, 
satellite navigation, 
parking aid, tow bar, 
alloys.
Now £13999

EditionEdition

Silver, 11000 miles, 

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT - RESERVE ONLINE FOR £99 
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

Used cars
2020 (69) Peugeot 208 Allure PureTech 100. Black, 1800 miles, new model, LED 
lights, digital display.  £16999
2020 (69) Peugeot 208 Allure PureTech 100. Grey, 11200 miles, new model, LED 
lights, digital display.  £16499
2019 (69) Peugeot 2008 GT Line BHDI 100. Grey, 9700 miles, glass roof, rear 
camera, sat nav, alloys.  £15499
2019 (69) Peugeot 208 Signature PureTech. Grey, 11200 miles, parking sensors, 
alloys, Car Play, DAB radio.  £11299
2019 (19) Peugeot 208 Signature PureTech. Grey, 9800 miles, parking sensors, 
alloys, Car Play, DAB radio.  £9999
2017 (17) Peugeot 308 Allure PureTech 130. Blue, 35000 miles, satellite naviga-
tion, auto LED lights, alloys.  £8999
2014 (14) Peugeot 208 Allure 1.4 HDI 70 3 door. Grey, 36000 miles, leather trim, 
alloys, DAB radio/USB.  £5499
2012 (12) Citroen DS3 1.6 HDI 110 D Sport. Blue with white roof, climate control, 
auto lights/wipers.  £4999
2012 (12) Peugeot 207SW 1.6 HDI 92 Active. Blue, 31000 miles, radio/CD, £30 
road tax, air conditioning.  £3999
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or � e Editor, 44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB

Shop better to help 
our planet
Sir,
Glasgow hosts the UN COP26 event this 
November and this is a great chance to show-
case some of the world leading e� orts Scotland 
is making to combat climate change.

In the lead up to this many groups and organ-
isations are already working hard to make sure 
their voices are heard. 

As a member of the COP26 leadership team, I 
have already met with many of these groups to 
hear their views and listen to the requests they 
have of world leaders. 

One thing we all have in common is that we 
must take action and every country around the 
globe must work together to do this.

Grassroots support is so important and it’s 
very o� en the smaller changes we make to our 
lives that will make all the di� erence.

I have always been a fan of second-hand 
clothes and thanks to charity shops across 
Argyll and Bute most of the clothes I wear are 
second hand. 

It was great to be involved in Oxfam’s Second 
Hand September launch event and to see pre-
owned clothing losing the stigma it once had, 
to become a statement of sustainability instead.

� at’s why I’m pleased to be asked to back the 
#BuyBetter campaign which launched recently. 

� is has evolved from Second Hand 
September and aims to raise awareness of the 
impact of throwaway or ‘fast’ fashion.

 People are also growing increasingly aware 
of the negative e� ects of unsustainable con-

sumption more generally, including food and 
plastic waste. � e pandemic has made things 
more di�  cult, but as restrictions ease it’s more 
important than ever that we support our local 
shops, especially independent retailers, and 
shop on our own high streets, buying from 
charity shops where we can. 

Just as governments need to commit to 
leading the way in tackling climate change, it’s 
important we all do what we can as well.

As part of that I’m pleased to see Scotland-
based organisation Big Dreams, Little 
Footprints launch the #PollutionIsPants social 
media campaign celebrating second-hand/
vintage/swapped/rented clothes and the need 
to keep clothes out of land� ll.

� is is a great fun initiative that raises aware-
ness of the range and quality of second-hand 
clothes and other items available.

Brendan O’Hara, MP for Argyll and Bute.

Spring into action for Age 
Scotland
Sir,
� e national charity for older people is en-
couraging people to get moving every day next 
month as part of a new fundraising activity 
challenge.

� roughout May, Age Scotland is asking peo-
ple across the country to Spring into Action to 
help support older people in Scotland.

Fundraisers can take part however they 
choose, but the most important thing is to make 
sure they are active every day.

All funds raised by Spring into Action par-
ticipants will go towards Age Scotland’s vital 

services, including the national friendship line, 
which o� ers a place older people can turn to if 
they are in need of support, comfort and reas-
surance or even just missing a friendly voice.

Running and walking events have always 
been a great way to help raise vital funds and, 
even with many regular events unfortunately 
cancelled over the past year, we’ve been over-
whelmed by the kindness and generosity shown 
by fundraisers still going above and beyond.

We hope to see as many people as possible 
taking up our challenge to Spring into Action 
this May. 

With nights getting lighter and better weather 
on the horizon, this is a great excuse to get out 
and about and support a worthy cause at the 
same time.

Whether you run one mile, walk � ve, or 
design your own challenge, your fundraising 
e� orts will be making a real di� erence for older 
people in Scotland.

� e money you raise will fund vital services 
like our friendship line. 

Every week we receive hundreds of calls from 
older people looking for support. 

Many are lonely and isolated and just want to 
hear a friendly voice. 

We listen, provide comfort and friendship and 
let them know someone cares.

No one should feel like they have no one 
to turn to. To help us be there for every older 
person who needs us, sign up to the challenge 
today. Sign up to Age Scotland’s Spring into 
Action challenge or � nd further information at 
www.age.scot/SpringIntoAction

Michelle Supple, director of charity 
services, Age Scotland.

Smart and optimistic
How smart does Colchester Square and 
Argyll Street (the bottom half at least) 
look with the new makeover?

� ere was real hope among Colchester 
Square retailers as we moved down a 
Covid level on Monday, and it was lovely 
to see a� er a tough year.

Now we have vaccines, we can 
surely be justi� ed in feeling a little more 
optimistic about a sustained recovery. 
� e virus hasn’t magically disappeared, 
so common sense precautions must 
remain. But is it not fantastic to be able 
to go into a real shop, and get a real pint 
in a real beer garden, even if it’s freezing 
outside?

Turbine troubles
Some people are bothered by wind 
turbines; others couldn’t care less. 
Whether we like or dislike them, 
though, who is keeping a strategic eye on 
their proliferation in south Argyll?

� e odd windfarm is � ne, but as the 
community councils point out, we seem 
to be sleepwalking into a semi-industrial 
porcupine landscape of structures taller 
than the Blackpool tower, mostly for 
distant investors who genuinely don’t 
care.

Few would argue against green energy, 
but are we going about it the right way?

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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and emails for publication, 
however we reserves the right 
to shorten, amend or refuse 
to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although 
details can be withheld from 
publication. Phone numbers, if 
available, should be included. 
Anonymous letters will not 
be considered.  Please write 
to: Letters, � e Argyllshire 
Advertiser 44 Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead PA31 8NB. 
Email editor@
argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Reader Cheryl Brown from 
Achnaba sent these photographs 
of her parents’ wee dog, the 
gorgeous Pennie.
Cheryl said: ‘My auntie, Colina 
Brown, dog sits for Pennie, and 
it would be great to see Pennie’s 
picture in the paper as a surprise 
for my auntie, who just adores 
her.’
Send your favourite photo-
graphs for publication to editor@
argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Design a stamp for heroes
Sir,
I hope parents will encourage their children to 
take part in Royal Mail’s stamp design competi-
tion, to honour the heroes of the pandemic.

� e competition is open to children aged be-
tween four and 14. Eight designs will be chosen 
to become stamps which will be on sale across 
the UK.

Children may choose to illustrate front line 
workers in health or social care. 

� ey may want to celebrate other key workers 
who have kept the country going, such as refuse 
collectors, cleaners, teachers, supermarket 
workers, public transport sta� , delivery drivers 
or, indeed, postmen and postwomen.

 Or they might highlight the volunteers who 
have helped in their local communities or raised 
money for charity, such as the late Captain Sir 
Tom Moore.

� e competition is open until Friday May 28. 
A special panel of judges will select the winners. 

As with all special stamps, the � nal eight de-
signs will be sent to the Queen before they can 
be printed and issued as stamps. � e winners 
will be announced in the autumn.

We cannot wait to see who children choose to 
honour on their stamp. 

� e past year has been very di�  cult for every-
one, so let’s show the heroes of the pandemic 
just how much we appreciate what they have 
done for us.

Full details can be found at www.royalmail.
com/stampcompetition

David Gold, Royal Mail director of external 
a� airs and policy.

S U B S C R I B E
www.argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk/subscriptions

F I N D  Y O U R

A D V E N T U R E

Get ready to walk 
the walk

Always available at your local book shop, outdoor 
retailer or online at os.uk/adventure

Oban_Print_150x259.indd   1 01/04/2021   14:05
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Kiltwalkers rallied round 
the cause to raise money for 
Multiple Sclerosis Centre 
Argyll.

As part of the Virtual 
Kiltwalk, MS Centre sta�  
and supporters donned their 
walking boots and piled on the 
miles on April 24. 

Karen McCurry, manager at 
the Lochgilphead-based thera-
py centre, said: ‘A big shout out 
to Team MS for their incredible 
Kiltwalk fundraising e� orts.

‘Over 56 mainland and 
island miles were walked, 
some at sea level, some up and 
down local hills surrounding 
Lochgilphead area and some 
reached 974m at the top of Ben 
Lomond. � e total will be an-
nounced soon when all funds 
are in but we think we are over 
£3,000. � anks to everyone 
who donated and shared our 
links, and thanks as well for 
their huge e� orts to all who 
took on a challenge.’

Walkers, cyclists and 
drivers o� ered plenty of 
support to water-carrying 
Virtual Kiltwalk fundrais-
ers from Kilmartin, Ford 
and Glassary church.

By way of carrying water 
on a relay system from the 
loch at Barnluasgan to the 
church in Kilmartin, the 
aim was to raise money 
for Christian Aid towards 
small scale, low cost 
solutions to communities 
e� ected by climate change.

� e hardy team of water 
walkers set o�  on their 

10km (six-mile) trek at 
lunchtime on Sunday April 
25, raising awareness of the 
climate change crisis as well 
as cash along the way.

Church treasurer Caroline 
Waterhouse said: ‘We raised 
a grand total of £1,107.37, 
inclusive of gi�  aid and 
the Hunter Foundation’s   
generous 50 per cent top-up 
to any sponsorship raised.

‘� anks to all who par-
ticipated and helped on 
the day – and to everyone 
who o� ered support to our 
walkers along the road.’

Water walkers’ cash splash
Water walkers raise climate awareness and money.

MS Centre supporters 
have a Kiltwalk � ing

Above: The Cameron girls kiltwalked in style – MS Centre 
outreach worker Claire Cameron, her sister-in-law 
Laurene Cameron and Laurene’s daughter Eilidh; MS 
Centre manager Karen McCurry bagged her � rst Munro 
as she ascended Ben Lomond for the cause. 

Contact us if you have any difficulty  
applying to the EU Settlement Scheme

We want to help you secure your rights  
by the deadline of 30 June 2021
Scottish Charity No. SC016637
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Brought to you by:

westcoastmotors.co.uk

Launching Monday 03 May! Pingo is 
a new app which allows customers to 
book a shared journey not served by 
bus at that particular time.

Download the “Ride Pingo” app 
on your smartphone to get started 
and join our Facebook group “Pingo 
for Dunoon and Cowal”  As an 
introductory offer, you can travel free of 
charge for the first two weeks!
Welcome to bus travel on demand!

H I T R A N S
T H E  H I G H L A N D S  A N D  I S L A N D S  T R A N S P O R T  P A R T N E R S H I P

Travel Free!
from 03 May - 16 May
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�ere are four candidates 
standing for election on May 6 
to the Argyll and Bute Scottish 
Parliamentary constituency.

On the day, voters will also be 
asked to vote for their choice of 
candidates from the Highlands 
and Islands regional list, which 
can be found at www.oban-
times.co.uk.

Here the four constituency 
candidates explain in their own 
words, why you should vote for 
them.

Donald Cameron, 
Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist 
As your MSP, my priority will 
be securing jobs and livelihoods 
for local people as Scotland 
recovers from the pandemic. 
We must not allow the SNP to 
distract us with arguments over 
the constitution. We should 
focus on tackling depopulation 
and creating opportunities for 
our young people.

I will campaign for improve-
ments to our infrastructure. We 
need better ferries with greater 
capacity given the disastrous 
failure of the SNP to deliver the 
ferries they promised.

Too many of our roads are 
substandard, given the weight 
of tra�c they now carry – the 
Scottish Conservatives will es-
tablish a £200m national roads 
fund to help �x potholes and 
upgrade our local roads.  

And we badly need a perma-
nent solution for the A83 at the 
Rest and Be �ankful which 
is such an important route for 
residents and businesses here. 
A�er 14 years of promises from 
the SNP, it is inexcusable that we 
still haven’t a �rm date for this.  
I will insist on a detailed plan 
with a  budget, timescale and 
completion date of 2024, rather 
than the never-ending cycle of 
consultations which have got us 
nowhere.

We require adequate superfast 
broadband to encourage busi-
nesses to invest and create jobs 
for local people. �e Scottish 
Conservatives guarantee the 
rollout of full-�bre broadband 
to all by the end of this new 
parliamentary term.

I will speak up for our cro�ers 
and farmers who make such a 
vital contribution to the local 
economy. And I will campaign 
against the SNP’s relentless 
centralisation of services which 
imposes Central Belt control 

over matters which should be 
decided locally.

Finally, I want to see us take 
advantage of the strength of 
the United Kingdom. �e vac-
cination programme delivered 
by the UK Government, and 
the furlough scheme which is 
protecting thousands of jobs 
across Argyll and Bute, shows 
what the UK can do when we 
act together.

�ere really is a brighter future 
ahead if we forget the old consti-
tutional battles and concentrate 
on what unites us. Let’s focus on 
what really matters. �at’s what 
I am resolved to do, if elected 
your MSP.

Jenni Minto,  SNP 
�is election is the most crucial 
Scottish Parliament election  
– this is  your chance to put 
Scotland’s future in Scotland’s 
hands.  �is election is about 
the right to decide who leads 
Scotland’s recovery from Covid 
and makes the decisions on 
economic, social and environ-
mental recovery. 

�e SNP puts people at the 
heart of its policies. 

For families struggling to 
make ends meet the SNP will 
double the game-changing 
Child Poverty Payment to £20, 
helping around 3,500 families 
in Argyll and Bute. 

All eligible children will get 
1,140 hours of free childcare 
from August and laptops for 
learning will be delivered to 
every single schoolchild. 

�e Young Person’s Guarantee 
will ensure those between 16 
and 24 have the opportunity 
of university, college, an ap-
prenticeship, training or work 
experience programme, secure 
a job or take part in a formal 
volunteering programme. 

Scotland has one of the world’s 
best food larders and the SNP 
will enshrine the right to food 
into law. A local food strategy 
will be produced which sup-
ports locally-based production, 
cutting food miles and enabling 
more people to enjoy locally 
grown food. 

Argyll and Bute’s infrastruc-
ture will be further supported: 
new a�ordable homes will be 
built, a permanent solution for 
the A83, �t for purpose ferries 
and the R100 voucher scheme 
for broadband rollout.  

�e SNP will invest in new, 
good green jobs, support people 
to grow businesses and reskill 
for the  jobs of the future – stem-

ming population decline.  
A new Land Reform Act will 

be introduced with a pre-emp-
tion to support community 
buyouts, and the Scottish Land 
Fund will be doubled to £20m.  

To encourage population 
growth on our islands an 
Island’s Bond of up to £50k will 
be o�ered to young people and 
families to make the move to or 
stay on our islands.  

Investment in our NHS and 
establishing the National Care 
Service will ensure the best 
possible solution for those being 
cared for, their families and 
those looking a�er them.  

�e SNP puts people �rst. 
Only independence will put 
Scotland’s future into Scotland’s 
hands. www.jenniminto.scot; or 
visit www.snp.org/manifesto

Alan Reid, 
Liberal Democrat
I am the Liberal Democrat can-
didate for Argyll and Bute and at 
the top of the Liberal Democrat 
Highlands and Islands list. I 
ask for your vote on both ballot 
papers. I �nished second to the 
SNP in the last Holyrood elec-
tion and ask for your support to 
�nish �rst this time.

�e Rest and Be �ankful is a 
vital access to Argyll. We must 
have a two-lane temporary 
diversion road by the end of the 
year, followed by a permanent 
solution, protected from land-
slides as quickly as possible, in 
a lot less time than the 10 years 
the SNP says it will take.  

Liberal Democrats will guar-
antee a job for all 16-24-year-
olds. We will support people to 
access retraining and further 
education with a new Training 
Bond. We will guarantee a job 
for every quali�ed teacher to cut 
class sizes.

NHS sta� have put in extra 
shi�s and sacri�ced their own 
wellbeing to keep us safe. We 
will recognise and support their 
e�orts. We will undertake an 
urgent plan to catch up on the 
backlog of treatments. 

�ere was a crisis in mental 
health even before the pandem-
ic, with long waiting lists. We 
will train more mental health 
specialists for community cen-
tres, hospitals, workplaces and 
schools.

�e recovery must be a green 
one. �at means switching to 
electric vehicles with a network 
of charging points throughout 
the country. It means training 

Meet Argyll’s constituency candidates
people in green jobs of the fu-
ture. It means insulating homes.

Superfast broadband must be 
rolled out everywhere.

Years ago, I warned the SNP 
Government that if they didn’t 
build more ferries, the ageing 
�eet would be in drydock reg-
ularly. Mull and Islay must get 
new ferries. I cannot understand 
why the Scottish Government 
won’t buy the catamaran identi-
�ed by the Mull and Iona Ferry 
Group.

I am opposed to another inde-
pendence referendum. It would 
be an enormous distraction 
from the vital work of recovering 
from the Covid pandemic. I ask 
for your support on both ballot 
papers to put the recovery �rst.

Lewis Whyte, 
Scottish Labour
I’m currently a student at the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands but I’ve previously 
worked in IT, hospitality, and 
the third sector before and 
during my degree. I’ve also 
been a martial arts instructor 
for seven years. I was raised in 
rural parts of the Highlands 

by a single mother who o�en 
worked two jobs just to make 
ends meet. I know the struggles 
of working-class people in rural 
areas because I’ve lived them.

On housing, Scottish Labour is 
proposing to build 120,000 new 
carbon neutral social homes 
across Scotland, and Argyll and 
Bute should be a priority due 
to its severe shortage of social 
housing stock. We’re also pro-
posing to put in e�ective rent 
controls and set limits on the 
number of second homes that 
can be within a community. 

On job opportunities, we 
plan to revitalise the economy 
in every part of the country 
through our National Covid 
Recovery Plan. �is would 
include a focus on sustainable 
community investment, a 
Business Restart Fund, and a job 
guarantee for all young people.

I know that two of the biggest 
issues in Argyll and Bute are 
the ferries and the Rest and Be 
�ankful. Scottish Labour is 
proposing proper investment 
in a �eet �t for the future. In 
the short-term we need to lease 
and purchase ferries to mitigate 
the failing old �eet, and in the 

long-term build vessels here in 
Scotland suited to the routes 
they use and increase the total 
number of vessels so we can set 
new routes and have more reg-
ular services alongside reserves 
for emergency use.

Now that Transport Scotland 
has selected option one, Glen 
Croe, we need to make sure that 
the consultation on the exact 
replacement route is completed 
quickly and properly to ensure 
work starts soon. In the mean-
time, we need to put prepara-
tions in place to use the Old 
Military Road and the Forestry 
road in opposite directions for 
when the Rest is shut. 

I urge you to take a fresh 
look at Scottish Labour, we’re 
campaigning for some fantastic 
policies to tackle a variety of ru-
ral issues. Please consider using 
both of your votes for Scottish 
Labour.
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The Softer Crofter
FIONA ROSS
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

� e thermometer read minus 
two this morning.

But the sun is strong now 
and unfettered by any clouds. 
Our pretty Highlander girls 
have lost all interest in us now 
that the grass and rashes are 
a vivid, succulent green. � ey 
graze far and wide, ignoring 
their hay ring breakfast bar 
where they jostled and queued 
all winter.

� e sheep roam around the 
cattle’s hairy feet, no longer 
mooching for scraps from 
their breakfast table. So, it’s 
an easier morning round for 
us cro� ers with only the da�  
pigs to feed, who long ago 
foraged every root, acorn and 
pine-cone from their sizeable 
woodland.

� eir little forest is perfectly, 
porcinely ploughed, but 
they must still be � nding 
some nourishment there 
as they seem less frantic at 
feeding-time, pausing their 
grubbling and guzzling for the 
occasional scratch and cuddle.

� e let-up in winter feeding 
has allowed much-needed at-

tention to be given to the now 
stu� ed-full Polycrub where 
every speck of soil, every 
hanging beam has been use-
fully employed in the mission 
to feed the family entirely from 
its harvest.

Raspberry canes, lemon, 
orange and cherry trees should 
keep rickets at bay, while the 
plethora of weird and wonder-
ful varieties of carrots, pota-
toes, asparagus, and squashes 
will nourish us throughout 

the season and beyond. Our 
newbie attempts to live o�  the 
land mirror the much more 
experienced e� orts of families 
throughout the length and 
breadth of this peninsula and 
in the village beyond. 

� anks to those techie 
neighbours who set up email 
networks and social media 
groups there is a fantastic bank 
of information and expertise 
shared locally. Whether you 
want to learn how to plant oak 

trees, acquire foraging skills 
or � nd out how to run your 
home on renewable energy, 
somebody local has been there, 
done it and is happy to point 
you in the right direction.

Over the last few months this 
valuable mine of knowledge 
and enthusiasm for envi-
ronmental projects has been 
formalised into the Tayvallich 
Sustainability Plan, a platform 
for sharing information and 
taking action to create a more 
sustainable community.

� e plan has grown organi-
cally from a pilot scheme run 
through the winter months 

with Keep Scotland Beautiful 
to a website, action plan and 
monthly activities.

Open to everyone with an 
interest in achieving a healthy, 
sustainable future for the vil-
lage and its surroundings, the 
plan will work on the whole 
gambit: from food growing 
to � ood mitigation; foraging 
to forestry and heat pumps 
to bike pumps – a new cycle 
repair work-stand has been 
installed outside the village 
shop. Joining the online meet-
ings throughout the winter, I 
was amazed to see not just the 
number of locals involved, but 

also the extraordinary talents 
and interests they share.

We only entrenched our-
selves full time on this wild 
wee bit of Argyll a month 
or two before lockdown so 
we’re not well-kent faces and, 
likewise, the faces of many 
villagers I’ve only ever seen 
strangely pixellated thanks to 
my dodgy connection to the 
Zoom meetings.

Hopefully the same is true 
for wi�  throughout the area 
and that my, now ubiquitous, 
Zoom-accompanying glass of 
wine has stayed safely out of 
shot.

Left: Rowan 
Aitchison and 
Erik Riddell, two 
of the people 
behind Sustainable 
Tayvallich.

The sheep enjoy 
fresh spring grass.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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Funding worth £65,000 is on the horizon for a 
new project in Argyll delivering training, quali-
� cations and job opportunities for young people 
in museums and other heritage venues.

CHARTS (� e Culture Heritage and Culture 
Assembly for Argyll and the Isles) in partnership 
with Argyll and Bute Museums and Heritage 
Forum has been chosen as one of 16 charities for 
a grant from the Scottish Power Foundation.

� e funding means the delivery a project 
called Heritage Horizons aimed at getting more 
young people involved in the heritage sector. 

Seymour Adams, a CHARTS trustee, said: 

‘Our rich heritage has a potentially vital part 
to play in the post-Covid economy of the West 
Highlands. However, the pandemic has taken a 
heavy toll on community heritage organisations 
in Argyll and the Isles, which are typically vol-
unteer-led and highly dependent upon income 
from visitors. 

‘� e sector – and this is by no means unique 
to Argyll – has also struggled in recent times 
to attract young entrants in su�  cient numbers, 
either to volunteer or professional roles,’ he 
added. Opportunities will lead to recognised 
accreditation and quali� cations.

An overlooked collection of 
modern African art in Argyll 
and Bute schools has been 
rediscovered by academics at 
the University of St Andrews, 
writes Hannah O’Hanlon.

� e collection, which belongs 
to Argyll and Bute Council, is 
to now go on public display.

� e paintings, prints and 
drawings, purchased from 
Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, 
Tanzania and South Africa, 
were acquired for the Argyll 
Collection, a public art 
initiative founded by writer 
Naomi Mitchison, who lived in 
Carradale before her death in 
1999 aged 101, and art advisor 
Jim Tyre, in the early 1960s for 
the people of Argyll and Bute.

In the years since they were 
purchased, the historical sig-
ni� cance of these works had 
been overlooked, with many 
misattributed and their stories 
untold.

New research reveals that 
they are by some of the conti-
nent’s most notable modernist 
artists; together they provide a 
range of insights into the inter-
ests and concerns that pervad-
ed the era of independence.

Dar to Dunoon: Modern 
African Art from the Argyll 
Collection will exhibit 12 
works of modern art from 
east and southern Africa at 
Dunoon Burgh Hall from May 
21.

� e collection has been the 
subject of a partnership with 
the School of Art History at 
the University of St Andrews, 
led by Dr Kate Cowcher, in 
conjunction with Madeleine 
Conn, cultural co-ordinator 
for Argyll and Bute Council.

As a result of the research 
project, 10 out of 12 works 
can now be con� dently at-
tributed to major modernist 
artists, including Tanzania’s 
Samuel Ntiro, Uganda’s Jak 
Katarikawe, Zambia’s Henry 
Tayali and South Africa’s 
Lucky Sibya.

Dar to Dunoon will exhibit 
the works of these artists, along 
with their biographies and 
related contextual material.

Dr Cowcher said: ‘� e Argyll 
Collection is a rich public 
collection of mostly Scottish 
art, but it has these important 
African additions about which 
little was known.

‘It has been remarkable to 
uncover their histories. To 
have the opportunity to bring 
these artworks together and 
share their stories with those 
living in the area, as well as 
further a� eld, is a privilege.’

Mitchison acquired these 
works primarily for use in 
schools, where she hoped that 
children in Scotland’s rural 
communities could study 
them and enjoy them.

Yvonne McNeilly, Argyll and 
Bute Council’s policy lead for 
education, said: ‘We are very 
lucky to have such a wide and 
varied art collection in our 
schools, and our partnership 
with St Andrews has enabled 
us to rediscover the rich histo-
ries of the modern African art 
collection.

‘� is has been central to new 
creative education projects 
that pupils have been working 
on with artists to explore the 
collection.’

� e art that Mitchison 
purchased, from both pro-
fessionally trained and self-
taught artists, was diverse and 
complex.

Several pieces came from 
the Margaret Trowell School 
of Industrial and Fine Arts 
at what is now Makerere 
University in Kampala, 
Uganda.

� e title of the exhibition 
derives from an archival � nd: a 
letter sent from Dar es Salaam 
to Dunoon in 1967 by the artist 
and diplomat, Samuel Ntiro, 
who soon became Tanzania’s 
Commissioner of Culture.

Mitchison bought Ntiro’s 
Chopping Wood in Dar in 
1967, and the artist person-
ally packaged and sent it to 
Scotland, along with a letter 
and a photograph of himself.

Dr Cowcher, who has Argyll 
heritage, revealed that she 
uncovered some personal links 
to the project. 

She said: ‘My late grand-
mother, Sheila Cowcher, born 
Jeannie Robertson Ross, was 
born in Campbeltown.

‘I � rst started looking into 
this project when I was living 
in the US and teaching at the 
University of Maryland — but 
I was so excited at the pros-
pect of learning more about 

Samuel Ntiro’s Chopping Wood, circa 1967 and, 
right, Artwork by Henry Tayali, title unknown, 
circa 1971.

Dr Kate Cowcher, centre, with St Andrews alumni and 
project research assistants, Meredith Loper, left, and Elikem 
Logan, right, with modern African artworks at Lochgilphead 
High School in 2019. 

Dar to Dunoon: Argyll-sourced 
African art exhibition to open

Argyll because it was a place 
Grandma used to talk about.

‘One surprising � nd in the 
whole process of this project 
has been discovering that my 
late great-uncle – my grand-

mother’s brother-in-law Bill 
McCartney – was head of art 
at Dunoon Grammar School 
in the 1960s when Mitchison 
was building up this collec-
tion. He knew Jim Tyre well 

and, I suspect, must have met 
Mitchison. � is project has 
been full of fascinating discov-
eries, but my personal family 
connections were entirely 
unanticipated.’

Heritage opportunities on the horizon
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Prof Michael Burrows of SAMS is 180th among the world’s 
1,000 most in�uential climate scientists.

A marine ecologist from 
SAMS has been included 
on a list of the world’s most 
in�uential climate scientists.

Professor Michael Burrows 
ranks 180th on the ‘hot list’ 
of 1,000 scientists compiled 
by the Reuters news agency. 

�e list considers the 
number of publications the 
scientist has produced, how 
many times these are cited 
and the impact they have in 
media and social media.

With 154 publications 
and 8,355 citations to his 
name, Prof Burrows was 
also included last year on 
the Web of Science’s Highly 
Cited Researchers list.

His current research 
looks at how populations of 
marine animals and plants 
are responding to changes 
in the marine environment 
over recent decades, and 
using this information to 
predict how those species 
might su�er or succeed in 
the face of ongoing climate 
change.

Part of an international 
team of ocean scientists that 
coined the term ‘marine 
heatwave’, Prof Burrows 
also charts the warming 
ocean using data collected 
on the rocky shores around 
SAMS.

Prof Burrows said: 
‘Climate change is a global 
issue, so it is necessary to 
work with many researchers 
from all parts of the globe. 

‘I’ve been fortunate to 
collaborate with some 
outstanding scientists who 
are working hard to help us 
understand how our world 
is changing – and how 
quickly these changes are 
happening.’

�is spring has already 
been a landmark moment in 
Prof Burrows’ career, as it 
marked 30 years of working 
at SAMS.

Late season frosts and dry 
weather are set to put Japanese 
knotweed in pole position to 
take o� early this year, accord-
ing to a property maintenance 
body.

For several years the �rst 
�ush of the plant’s distinctive 
asparagus-like red stems have 
emerged in March, a month 
ahead of its usual growing 
season – and according to the 
Property Care Association 
(PCA), the pattern is on track 
again for 2021.

April’s frost and dry weather 
may have pushed this early 
growth pattern o� course 
but, despite this, Dr Peter 
Fitzsimons, the PCA’s Invasive 
Weed Control Group technical 
manager, says the climate 
conditions could make the 
invasive plant come back 
stronger than ever.

Dr Fitzsimons said: ‘Many 
plants in the UK have been 
knocked back by late season 
frosts and dry weather in 
April, but the sheer resilience 

of Japanese knotweed means 
it will be in a position to come 
back even stronger.

‘While almost every plant 
has struggled with the weather 
conditions, it’s likely that this 
will help Japanese knotweed 
to dominate even more than 
it normally does because it is 
such a resilient plant.

‘When some warmer weather 
and spring rains come along, 
we are set to see it take o�, 
using its food reserves stored 
below ground over winter.

‘If it does dominate, simply 
put, that means more damage 
potential and capacity for the 
plant to spread.’

�e presence of Japanese 
knotweed can devalue land 
and property and could lead 

to the refusal of mortgages on 
properties a�ected by it.

It is considered a nuisance 
plant because it grows so rap-
idly and can cause disruption 
to and around buildings.

Dr Fitzsimons said: ‘Despite 
the issues Japanese knotweed 
can cause, it can be controlled 
and managed, in that it can 
be identi�ed and treated with 
minimal impact, but its e�ec-
tive management is a job for 
the experts and the earlier that 
work takes place, the better.

‘It’s a good idea for anyone 
who thinks they might have an 
issue to obtain a professional 
opinion. Currently, the law fo-
cuses on landowners to control 
and remediate Japanese knot-
weed infestations, particularly 
near houses, as soon as they 
come to light.

‘In the case of property 
development, removal by exca-
vation is o�en the only viable 
solution and this needs to be 
handled by quali�ed knotweed 
surveyors.

SAMS professor listed among 
world’s top climate scientists

Japanese knotweed 
gets ready for take o�

‘Despite the issues 
Japanese knotweed 
can cause, it can be 
controlled’
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A Kintyre man’s bid to be the 
�rst person to reach the sum-
mit of the UK’s highest moun-
tain in a specialised wheelchair 
is back on track.

Last year, David MacPherson, 
aged 45, from �e Moy, 
announced plans to reach 
the summit of Ben Nevis 
in a wheelchair designed 
by social inclusion charity 
JAPES: Joelette And People 
Experiences.

David, who survived a 
life-changing car accident 
more than 20 years ago which 
a�ected his mobility, was set to 
take on the challenge on June 
5 this year, joined by his dad, 
David senior, volunteers from 
JAPES, members of Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue team and 
Kintyre friends, who would 
help to power the wheelchair.

While lockdown measures 
preventing travel between 
local authority areas remained 
in place, David feared it might 

David on track to conquer 
Ben Nevis in wheelchair

David MacPherson junior, 
right, with his father David 
senior, who will join him on 
the Ben Nevis challenge. 

‘David will be the �rst 
to go up Ben Nevis in a 
wheelchair.’

not be possible to travel to Fort 
William for the challenge.

However, with the announce-
ment that restrictions were to 
be further eased on Monday, 
April 26, allowing travel 
throughout Scotland for any 
purpose, it is now full steam 
ahead for David and the team.

David senior is planning to 
travel to Lochaber in May to 

tackle some of the mountain’s 
steepest sections in prepara-
tion for the challenge.

He hopes they will be joined 
on June 5 by some of his friends 
from traditional Scottish 
bands Trail West, Skipinnish, 
Tide Lines and Skerryvore who 
could provide some musical 
motivation on the day.

David senior, who got to know 
the musicians while travelling 
to their gigs over the years, 
said: ‘Hopefully some of them 
will be able to take their ac-
cordions and pipes with them. 
We’re hoping, if everything 
goes well, Seonaidh MacIntyre 
from Trail West will be able to 
play MacPherson’s Rant on his 
pipes at the summit.’

On Saturday May 1, David 
junior will test-run the Joelette 
wheelchair in which he plans 
to reach the summit of Ben 
Nevis. 

He will leave the head of the 
Old Quay at midday before 
touring the town centre to get 
accustomed to the chair.

Although the climb can go 
ahead, restrictions prevented 
David senior from organising a 
range of fundraising activities 
ahead of the event.

He had hoped to give the 
money raised to local key 
workers, including hospital 

Mountain Rescue. He said: ‘I’m 
sorry I can’t raise the funds 
for the community. Under the 
circumstances, with Covid 
restrictions in place, I wasn’t 
able to organise any events.

‘I’m really looking forward 
to the challenge though. David 
will be the �rst to go up Ben 
Nevis in a wheelchair.

‘�ere was supposed to 
be another boy going up at 
the same time as David, but 
he can’t make it any more 
unfortunately.’

sta� and carers, to reward their 
hard work throughout the 

pandemic, with a portion also 
being donated to Lochaber 
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.
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At Christmas we received a copy of a lovely 
book called � e Boy, the Mole, the Fox and 
the Horse by Charlie Mackesy.

� e boy meets the mole, they both meet 
the fox and then they are joined by the 
horse.

It’s a book about love, friendship and 
kindness to both others and self. It is dot-
ted with little sayings that are so relevant 
in these times, regardless of who you are, 
where you are, or how young or old you are.

A little over halfway through the book, 
the mole asks the boy a question: ‘Is your 
glass half empty or half full?’

I wonder, how would YOU answer that 
question? We continue to live in such odd 
times and I think it is fair to say that it is 
taking its toll on a lot of folk now. 

But so many of the people I talk to are 
appreciating the small things in life: spring 
is de� nitely here – well, most of the time – 
the birds are returning and the � rst of the 
bluebells have appeared in our garden.

‘Is your glass half empty or half full?’ 
asked the mole. ‘I think I am grateful to 
have a glass,’ said the boy.

� at answer made me smile. Some of us 
are naturally optimistic, others incline 
to pessimism and, realistically, a lot of us 
probably switch between the two at the 
moment.

In the New Testament we read this: ‘Be 
thankful in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you who belong to Christ 
Jesus.’ (1 � essalonians 5:16-18)

Each day brings fresh challenges but there 
is hope and light in the world around us. I 
hope that helps to keep your glass half full 
today.

Reverend Chris Fulcher, Church of 
Scotland, South Kintyre Team Ministry.

Calls for a full-time ferry link between 
Campbeltown and the Ayrshire coast have 
been unanimously backed by Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Councillors agreed to support a petition 
submitted to the Scottish Parliament by 
South Kintyre councillor Donald Kelly 
and fellow Argyll First councillor Dougie 
Philand representing Mid Argyll, calling 
for a year-round freight and passenger ferry 
service from Campbeltown to Ardrossan.

� e petition is in response to regular A83 
road closures caused by landslips at the 
Rest and be � ankful and the suggested 
10-year timescale for a permanent solution, 
although councillors Kelly and Philand say it 
should not be considered as an alternative or 

compromise to a permanent solution to the 
issues at the Rest.

Councillor Kelly said: ‘� e next stage of 
the process will be when we are called to give 
evidence to the committee.

‘� e capacity of CalMac to provide suitable 
vessels within its existing � eet seems to be a 
problem. With this in mind, we have spoken 
to reliable and credible ferry consultants 
who have informed us that there are cur-
rently vessels outwith CalMac which could 
be procured and meet the requirements of 
the service.

‘Whilst appreciating that a full evaluation 
of any service would require to be carried 
out, we would hope that this will be looked 
at favourably.’

Fitness fanatics in the area will be able to swim 
or use their gym on a pre-booked basis at any 
of Live Argyll’s facilities a� er leisure services 
across Argyll and Bute reopened from Monday 
April 26.

Fitness classes will, however, remain outdoors 

for the time being, with the intention to move 
indoors from May 17, while swimming lessons 
will resume from May 3.

Libraries in the area also reopened on Monday, 
with a click and collect procedure in operation 
in most cases.

� e leisure trust continues to await guidance 
from the Scottish Government on when event 
and community venues can reopen, along 

with indoor school lets and so�  play facilities. 
Outdoor sports pitches are already open for full 
contact sports for younger people, and adults 
will be able to use them from Monday, May 17.

Libraries in Rothesay, Dunoon, Helensburgh, 
Lochgilphead, Campbeltown and Oban will 
operate a click and collect service from Monday, 
April 26.

However, archive and local study sections 
will remain on hold due to current national 
restrictions.

A community forest on Mull could soon be a 
link in a chain of rewilding ‘stepping stones’ to 
tackle Scotland’s nature and climate crises.

Charity SCOTLAND: � e Big Picture is 
talking to Ardura Community Forest about 
becoming part of a new rewilding network.

� e Northwoods Rewilding Network will 
allow more of Scotland’s many smaller land-
holdings of 50 to 1,000 acres to play a bigger role 
in restoring and connecting habitats.

� e plan is that the project will complement 
Scotland’s major landscape-scale rewilding sites 
by � lling in the gaps in  smaller areas.

Northwoods hopes to expand to at least 10,000 
acres within two years and so far has engaged 12 
initial land partners include farms, cro� s, small 
estates and a community woodland covering 
3,500 acres between them.

‘Despite their beauty and drama, many of 
Scotland’s landscapes have been in ecological 
decline for a very long time, with many species 
extinct and others once proli� c now teetering 
on the edge. Northwoods will help to turn this 
around,’ said Northwoods’ project manager 
James Nairne.

As well as making way for ecological 
change, Northwoods will develop sustainable 
nature-based business models, focusing on 
opportunities for communities.

‘We want to see vibrant, prosperous com-
munities within nature-rich landscapes, as 
increasingly enjoyed across Europe,’ said Peter 
Cairns, SCOTLAND: � e Big Picture’s execu-
tive director.

A year-round Campbeltown-
Ardrossan ferry service has been 
backed by Argyll and Bute Council.  
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Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead Highbank Park 
01546 606767/ 606272
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WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S 
& COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING

Tel: 07537 840381

WANTED

Looking for motorhome 
or caravan.

First time buyers.
Any make or condition 

considered.





Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

We’re recruiting!
Various roles available within our processing, filleting and night hygiene teams. 

Salary £19,814 + OT Payments + Shift allowances 
Part time and full-time roles available

ABOUT US 

At Scottish Sea Farms we are committed to supporting local economies in some of the most 
remote parts of the Scottish Highlands and Islands by providing employment and career 
development opportunities in the local communities in which we operate. We are the first in our 
industry accredited at Platinum standard through Investors in People and our employees are 
actively supported in ways that encourage and demand strong leadership

THE ROLE

Providing industry leading learning and development paths, our aim is to nurture and encourage 
our employees to build professional career paths. So, if you are committed to developing within 
our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work, we would very much like to hear from 
you. We are currently recruiting for various roles within our South Shian processing plant. 

Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers. We 
also have roles available within our night hygiene team who are responsible for carrying out the 
cleaning activities in line with our documented procedures and hygiene standards

THE CANDIDATE

Candidates should be able to work as part of a team that has high standards with a good work 
ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis. Full training is provided including 
health and safety, hygiene and food safety and any relevant training on machinery.

PACKAGE

We have both full time and part time hours available. We offer an attractive salary and benefits 
which include; pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, discretionary company 
bonus, subsidised gym membership, cycle to work scheme, on-site canteen facility and 
transportation to and from the factory. 

To apply for a role with us, you must be eligible to work in the UK. 

To apply, please visit the careers page on our website: 
www.scottishseafarms.com/our-people/careers 

Closing date for applications: Friday 30th April 2021

RECRUITMENT
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URGENT PROOF

The Oban Times 01631 568000 | Campbeltown Courier 01586 554646 | Argyllshire Advertiser 01546 602345 | Arran Banner 01770 302142

It is your responsibility to check that all information within the advert is correct; we will not be held accountable for any inaccuracies or false information 
included within it. If you do not contact us by the deadline date stated within the email, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to complete any changes 
received after the stated deadline. Failure to respond may result in the advert being printed as shown below.

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:

THE EMAIL WILL SHOW DETAILS OF PUBLICATION, DATE AND ANY DEADLINES FOR RESPONDING TO THIS PROOF
this is a low resolution pdf for proofi ng purposes

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Career opportunities
The Construction Industry is an 
exciting place to be right now.

Due to expansion we have vacancies 
across all areas.

• Joiners, Bricklayers, Labourers & Electrician – 
Mid Argyll & Oban

• Building Technician/Assistant Site Manager - 
Oban

• Small Plant Maintainer – Dunbeg

• Office Administrator – Lochgilphead

What we can offer you? 

A competitive salary. Access to training and 
development to develop your career with us.  A 
workplace where no day is the same and you will 
get to see and work on projects that are helping to 
develop communities across Argyll.

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

CREAR WEDDINGS, Kilberry, by TARBERT

• Front of House. Part time.

• Housekeeping. Part time hours Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday.

Drivers licence & own transport is essential

No experience necessary just a positive can do 
attitude!

Please email your CV to julie@crear.co.uk or call 
07436038720

CREAR WEDDINGS, Kilberry, by TARBERT

Groundskeeper & handy person. Part time.
Drivers licence & own transport is essential!

Experience in a similar position is required.

Duties will include gardening & general 
maintenance on buildings and equipment.

Please email your CV to julie@crear.co.uk or call 
07436038720
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CLASSIFIED

METALS WANTEDTIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

GARDEN SERVICES TV SERVICES

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

Tarbert and Skipness 
Community Trust

COMMUNITY BENEFIT
Applications are 
invited for funding for 
the disbursement of 
community benefit from 
the above Trust.

Grants may be available 
for constituted organisa-
tions and groups within 
the Tarbert and Skipness 
Community Council area.

Application forms and guidance can be 
found on the web site www.tsct.org.uk to 
be returned to info@tsct.org.uk or to the 
company office:
Tarbert and Skipness Community Trust,
William Duncan & Co
School Road, Tarbert, PA29 6UL

Closing date for applications is 
Monday, 31 May 2021

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT FUND
Tarbert & Skipness 
Community Trust is 
piloting a new initiative 
to help community 
groups within the PA29 
area with transport costs.

Further information is available on the web 
site www.tsct.org.uk

Campbeltown 
Community 

Council 
AGM

Tuesday 
11th May 2021

By zoom
For meeting details 

please email
tulamben@hotmail.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

ARGYLL COMMUNITY HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
NOTICE OF DRAFT PATH DIVERSION ORDER 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (PART OF CORE PATH C444) 
OAKFIELD TO EASTFIELD, TARBERT STOPPING UP AND DIVERSION 
ORDER 2021
Argyll and Bute Council hereby gives notice that it has made an Order 
under Section 208 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
1997 to be known as “The Argyll and Bute Council” (Part of Core Path 
C444 Oakfield to Eastfield) Stopping Up and Diversion Order 2021 
(hereinafter referred to as “the Order”) authorising the stopping up 
of part of the Core Path C444 Oakfield to Eastfield, Tarbert, and its 
diversion along the closely adjacent alternative routes all as shown  
by the plans forming Schedule Part 1 annexed and subscribed as 
relative to the Order. The Order is about to be submitted to the 
Scottish Ministers for confirmation or to be confirmed as an 
unopposed Order. The footpath will be stopped up and diverted along 
the said alternative routes all as more particularly referred to in  
the Schedule Part 1 annexed and subscribed as relative to the Order. 
The stopping up and diversion of the footpath is necessary to enable 
the development comprising generally the erection of 4 Dwelling 
Houses permitted under Planning Permission reference 20/01532/PP 
granted under Part III of the said Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 to be carried out in accordance with the  
said planning permission.
A copy of the Order and relevant Plans contained in the Schedule 
Part 1 showing the footpath to be stopped up and the alternative 
routes along which it will be diverted and other information 
contained in the Schedule Part 2 may be viewed by logging on 
to Argyll and Bute Council’s web-site at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
core-paths during a period of Twenty-eight days following the 
appearance of the advertisement.
Within that period, any person may make representations or objections 
with respect to the Order, by written notice to the Head of Legal and 
Regulatory Support, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8RT or by emailing Joylon.Gritten@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
by noon on Monday 31st May 2021. 
If you wish to discuss this please contact Jolyon Gritten, Access 
Manager on 01546 604 314. 
Any such representation or objection should state the name and 
address of the person making the representation or objection, the 
matter to which it relates and the grounds upon which it is made. 
Letters of objection will be replied to after the closing date of the 
period of objections.
Signed: Executive Director Kirsty Flanagan, Development  
and Infrastructure Services, Argyll and Bute Council, 
Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT
20 April 2021
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
21/00381/
MIN

Extraction, processing and 
despatch of sand and gravel

Land West Of Aros Farm, 
Campbeltown, Argyll 
And Bute, PA28 6NT

21/00685/PPP Renewal of Planning 
Permission in Principle 
reference 17/00919/PPP 
(Site for the erection of a 
dwellinghouse)

Plot 2, Fraoch, Choille, 
Whitehouse, Argyll And 
Bute

21/00700/PP Erection of 2 industrial units Mull Of Kintyre 
Industrial Estate, Albyn 
Road, Campbeltown, 
Argyll And Bute

21/00684/PPP Renewal of planning 
permission in principle 
reference 17/00917/PPP 
(Site for the erection of a 
dwellinghouse)

Plot 3 Fraoch, Choille, 
Whitehouse, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any 
letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all 
applications can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers are 
requested to use electronic communication where possible during the 
coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process postal 
mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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If Scottish agriculture is to 
be part of the solution to 
climate change, there must 
be a rede� ned approach to 
woodland expansion and 
forestry on agricultural land, 
writes NFU Scotland Vice 
President Andrew Connon in 
the union’s website blog.

Mr Connon describes the 
current � xation with plant-
ing trees as naïve at best, 
certainly short sighted, and 
having the potential to be 
damaging in other economic, 
environmental and social 
aspects.  

He is calling for a balanced 
approach before it is too 
late and states that the next 
Scottish Government must 
be challenged and be pre-
pared to have a rethink at the 
earliest opportunity before 

catastrophic damage is done 
to Scotland’s agricultural 

industry. He writes: ‘I am re-
ceiving fresh calls every week 

from despairing farmers 
and cro� ers across Scotland 
telling me of another farm 
or estate destined for tree 
planting.

‘� e more of Scotland’s 
limited productive land 
that shi� s from farming to 
forestry, the more we are 
likely to simply o� shore our 
emissions or even increase 
our carbon footprint.

‘In addition, land acquisi-
tions for forestry, combined 
with the potential for carbon 
trading are already creating 
in� ated land prices that are 
outwith the reach of commer-
cial farming activities whilst 
restricting opportunities for 
new entrants to the industry.’

NFU Scotland has long rec-
ognised that tree planting, in 
the right place, has a key role 

to play in tackling the climate 
and biodiversity crises. It is 
in favour of farm woodlands 
that integrate with existing 
farm enterprises o� ering 
many bene� ts from mixed 
broadleaf/hardwood and co-
nifer plantings without com-
promising food production 
and farm business viability 
regardless of land ownership 
or tenure.

‘However, NFU Scotland 
remains opposed to whole 
farm a� orestation on a com-
mercial scale that reduces 
agricultural activity and food 
production whilst potentially 
accelerating land abandon-
ment,’ concludes Mr Connon.

Read the full blog at www.
n f u s . o r g . u k /n e w s / b l o g /
scot land-needs-a-def ined-
approach-to-forestry

Urgent need to change forestry policy The true cost of 
public access
With Scotland’s countryside 
beginning to open up, NFU 
Scotland’s head of policy team 
Gemma Cooper has used the 
union’s website blog to pose the 
question, What is the true cost 
of public access?

While easing Covid restric-
tions is likely to come as a relief 
to many, it is already a source 
of great concern for farmers 
and cro� ers as last year saw 
huge issues with public access.

Organisations such as NFUS 
were inundated with calls from 
concerned members – logging 
problems with out-of-control 
dogs, livestock worrying, 
� y-tipping, wild camping, 
access to farm buildings.

Gemma writes: ‘Access to 
our fantastic countryside 
must be better resourced 
and a long-term strategic ap-
proach is a critical part of this 
conversation.’

Andrew Connon calls for a ‘balanced approach to tree 
planting.

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

OPTION 2
16 foot sheeted race, 2 way shedding gate, 
galvanised gate, race joiner. 100 foot of penning, 
will comfortably hold 200-250 fully grown sheep, 
£2,395 + VAT.
I can sell 10’ wide x 5’ high available in packs of 10.

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

ALL EQUIPMENT FULL 
GRANT APPROVED

Major 8 foot fully 
off set grass topper 

£1550 plus vat
Krone AM 243 C 
V 8 Foot mower 
conditioner good 

working order
£3450 plus vat. 

Telephone 
07747600410

QUALITY  HAY

DAVID CAMERON
07979 816211 

C
A

M E R
O
N

D
A V I

Dest. 
1975 

      

Approx. 600 round 4 x 4 heavy bales; must              
     be moved by last day of May;   
                     delivered to most areas.                             

All dead and fallen animals 
uplifted by licensed slaughtermen

For up-to-date prices 
call 07778 329922



ARDRISHAIG AND 
SOUTH KNAPDALE 

PARISHES
Sunday 2nd May

Services in
Achahoish at 9:45am

and
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

(Acts 8)
(Covid19 control 
measures apply)

Weekly Refl ections
will continue to be 

available at the gates of 
the churches

WESTLOCHFYNESIDE 
CHURCHES

(Cumlodden, Inveraray 
and Lochgair)

Sunday 2nd May 2021
Cumlodden Church at 

10.00am
Sunday service will be 

led by
Rev. Dorothy Wallace
Inveraray Church at 

11.30am
Sunday service will be 

led by
Rev. Dorothy Wallace
Masks must be worn 
when attending either 

church.
Charity No: SCO16665

ST. KIERAN’S, 
ST. JOHN STREET, 
CAMPBELTOWN

01586 552160
campbeltown@rcdai.

org.uk
Public worship:
Sundays, 10am 
(please book),

Wednesdays, 10am 
(please book),

Live streamed only:
Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10am

All liturgies are Live 
streamed: https://www.
facebook.com/campbel-

townrcchurch
A Parish of the R.C. 

Diocese of Argyll and the 
Isles; Charitable Trust, 
a registered Scottish 
Charity, SC002876

Parish Priest: Fr. A. Wood
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CAMPBELTOWN
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Our doors are open 
again

A warm welcome awaits 
you in the Kirk Street 

Hall at 11:00 am 
Pastor Mark Jasper 01586 
554 092 pastor@campbel-
towncommunitychurch.

co.uk www.campbeltown-
communitychurch.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/ 
campbeltowncommuni-

tychurch SC043322

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings are 
closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you informed 

& provide opportunities 
for worship on-line

Please look it up & keep 
in touch

www.northknapdale.org

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

Sunday 2nd May
Morning Worship

11.15am
Lead by members

of the Congregation
Covid 19 Guidelines 

apply
There will be a message 

on
our Facebook page

each Wednesday and 
Sunday

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

There will be a weekly 
service at Skipness 10am 

and Tarbert 11.30am - Rev 
Lyn Peden 

Please wear a face cov-
ering and stay 2 metres 
apart for the services

Contact Rev. Lyn Peden 
01880 820158 for pastoral 

care
Charity number Tarbert 

SC002622 Skipness 
SC004280

CHURCH NOTICES 
SPRINGBANK 

EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH

He will not let your 
foot slip — he who 

watches over you will not 
slumber... —Psalm 121:3
In person..... or Online...? 
Our building is open  and 
our Service will be in the 

church
on  Sunday, 2nd May  
2021 at 11am  when 

Rod Sharp will Zoom in 
from USA and bring the 

message
If you cannot make it 

in person, you can still 
join us online. To join 

the Zoom service,  send 
your email address to 

offi  cespringbankchurch@
gmail.com and you will 

be sent a link to join us on 
Sunday via Zoom.

Covid restrictions will 
apply in the building 
– masks and social 

distancing 
 www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.
com/springbankchurch
 Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday services
10 am Saddell and Carradale 

Church SC002609
10 am Highland Church, 
Campbeltown SC002493

11.30am Southend Church 
SC005484

Covid 19 restrictions apply
Ministers

Revd Steve Filcher
Revd Christine Fulcher

01586 830504
wwwkintyrepsrishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Our meetings are
Sunday 2nd May
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in 

place
If we can be of any

assistance to anyone
during this time please
call us on 01586 552046

Major Ruth Russell
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO09359

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH
Barr Mhor
Kilmartin

Sunday 2nd May 2021
11am

Rev Dr Roderick 
Campbell

All very welcome
Please remember to wear 

a mask.

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 2nd May
11.15am Worship Service

Rev David Parker
7.30pm  Youth Group  

(by Zoom)
 Wednesday 5th May
12.00 noon  Prayer & 

Bible Study
 Covid-19 guidelines 

apply
 All welcome

 www.campbeltownfree-
church.co.uk

 Scottish Charity Number: 
SC046745

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am
Holy Eucharist

St Columba, Poltalloch
9am Holy Communion
1st Sunday of the month

6pm Evensong
3rd Sunday of the month

(SCO13787, 31391)
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DEATHS
FOSTER - Peacefully 
at Glenaray Ward, Mid 
Argyll Hospital, on April 
27, 2021, Michael Foster, in 
his 81st year, of 27 Upper 
Glenfyne Park, Ardrishaig. 
Submariner and Master 
Joiner. Beloved husband 
of Marie, and much loved 
father of Michael, Paul and 
Julie. Dear father-in-law of 
Lou and Donald. Adored 
grandfather of Holly, John, 
Shannon and Kelly. A good 
neighbour and dear friend 
to many. A private funeral 
service will be held at 
Ardrishaig Parish Church 
today, Friday, April 30, 
2021. For those wishing 
to pay their respects 
the funeral cortege will 
leave from Ardrishaig 
Parish Church at approx. 
11.30am, travelling along 
Chalmers Street, on route 
to Achnabreac Cemetery.
JOHNSON - Peacefully at 
the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead on April 19, 
2021, Edna Johnson, of 
Tailleir Bay, Inverneill, by 
Ardrishaig. Beloved wife 
of the late Eric Johnson. 
Dearly loved mother of Ian 
and Wendy. Much loved 
grandmother of Sarah. A 
dear neighbour and good 
friend. A private funeral 
service will be held on 
Friday, May 7, 2021, at 
Cardross Crematorium.
MCKINVEN - Peacefully 
at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on April 21, 2021, 
Jean Brown McKinven, 
in her 84th year, 104 
Longrow, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved daughter 
of the late Malcolm and 

Isabella McKinven and 
a much loved sister of 
Robert.
MCMILLAN - Peacefully 
at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on April 26, 2021, 
Robert McMillan, in his 
70th year, 4 Ciaran Court, 
Campbeltown, much loved 
partner of Wilma Ellis, 
loving father of Jason, 
Robert and Andrew and 
a loving grandfather, 
brother and uncle.
RENNIE - Peacefully at 
home, 4 Saddell Street, 
Campbeltown, with her 
family by her side, on April 
23, 2021, Margaret Rennie 
née Taylor, in her 72nd 
year, best friend and proud 
mum of Iain, Andrew 
and Rosemary, cherished 
mother-in-law of Emma, 
Anita and Robert, amazing 
and loving wee nana of 
Abigail, Gavin, Robert, 
Jack, Jordan, Stephanie 
and Imogen and a much 
loved sister, auntie and 
friend.
WEIR - Jessie Dowling 
(aged 82) peacefully 
passed away early on April 
25, 2021. She had been 
battling with lung cancer. 
Jessie was much loved by 
her husband Norman, 
her community family 
at Ugadale Farm, as well 
as her son and daughter. 
Grannie was adored by 
her three grandchildren. 
Donations in lieu of � owers 
to Macmillan Nursing 
would be appreciated.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
BALLANTINE - � e 
family of the late Jim 
Ballantine would like to 

thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy, � owers, phone 
calls and messages of 
support received following 
their recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to Rev. David 
Carruthers for his personal 
and upli� ing service; 
to Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for 
their attentive and caring 
arrangements, and to 
Morna for beautiful � oral 
tributes. We would like to 
extend our thanks to all 
in the local community 
who turned out to pay 
their respects to Dad on 
his � nal journey from 
Ardrishaig Parish Church 
to Achnabreac Cemetery.  
He will be sorely missed 
by many.  Finally, grateful 
thanks also to the local 
doctors, nursing sta�  and 
care teams who attended 
to Jim during his illness.
REID – � e friends of the 
late Hamish Reid would 
like to thank all neighbours 
and everyone who turned 
out to show their respects 
and express sympathy 
following Hamish’s 
sudden passing. � anks to 
Campbeltown Police for 
their support, Rev William 
Crossan for a comforting 
service and to Kenny Blair 
and sta�  funeral directors 
for their care.

IN MEMORIAMS
MACKAY – In loving 
memory of my dear son 
Derek, died April 28, 2019.
Loved and remembered 
every day
- Mum.
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� e Scottish Salmon Company 
has provided Tarbert Soccer 
Centre with funding for new 
kit and equipment through 
its latest round of community 
fund awards.

Tarbert Soccer Centre o� ers 
weekly training sessions for 
boys and girls in primary and 
secondary school from Tarbert 
and the surrounding area.

� e children take part in 
tournaments with neighbour-
ing communities, enhancing 
their con� dence and boosting 
community spirit while en-
couraging a healthy lifestyle.

� anks to the donation the 
soccer centre has been able to 
purchase clothing which will 
help to enable outdoor train-
ing to continue all year round.

It has also helped towards 
purchasing additional training 
equipment, including new 
footballs.

As a central part of � e 
Scottish Salmon Company’s 
community charter, the com-
munity fund o� ers employees 
the chance to nominate 
local businesses, groups and 
charities that encourage and 
support health and wellbeing 

in the local community for a 
grant of up to £250.

� e funding was awarded 
following a nomination by 
Donnie Sinclair, committee 
member and coach at the 
soccer centre as well as area 
manager for SSC at Loch Fyne.

Susan McCrae, secretary 
at Tarbert Soccer Centre, 
said: ‘On behalf of the team, 
we would like to thank � e 
Scottish Salmon Company for 
its generous donation.

‘� e children who attend 
Tarbert Soccer Centre will 
bene� t greatly from this com-
munity fund award.

‘Tarbert Soccer Centre pro-
vides an inclusive environment 
which contributes to children’s 
physical, mental and social 
wellbeing. As a community 
group led solely by volunteers, 

this funding is a big help to us.’
Iain MacIntyre, head of pro-

duction (south) at � e Scottish 
Salmon Company, added: ‘� e 
Scottish Salmon Company is 
committed to supporting the 
rural communities in which 
many of our sta�  live and 
work.

‘Tarbert Soccer Centre 
gives children the chance to 
take part in regular exercise 
and promotes a real sense of 
community spirit. We hope 
our donation will support its 
further growth and success in 
the future.’

A� er missing out last year, 
Lochgilphead Golf Club ladies 
were delighted to tee o�  for the 
Coronation Foursomes.

It was a beautiful day for 
golf on Sunday April 25, and 
though the scores could have 
been better they weren’t too 
shabby.

� ere was some � shing in 
the burn and searching among 
the rough, but this failed to 
deter Donna McKellar and 
Ele Hunter from returning an 
excellent score of 34 points 
to win the game. Mum and 
daughter team Kirsty and 

Eilidh Flanagan were second 
with 31 points. Donna and Ele 
now go forward to the area 
� nals with the ultimate goal to 
compete at the Eden Course at 
St Andrews in September.

� e gents, meanwhile, played 
their matchplay on Saturday 
which was won by Ross Sinclair 
with 67 strokes, beating Kenny 
Crawford by two strokes.

� e Dunlop Tankard was 
up for grabs for the gents on 
Sunday and the winner was 
Kenny Crawford with a superb 
38 points, two points ahead of 
Alister MacArthur.

� e second round of the Fyne 
Tankard took place Tarbert 
Golf Club last Saturday in 
beautiful sunny conditions 
and just the right amount of 
breeze to make it interesting.

� e course at Glenralloch 
was in great condition thanks 
to the fantastic work that has 
gone on this year.

Peter McLean junior and 
his uncle Bruce were enjoying 
an on-course battle, both 
of them shooting net 63, 
with Peter having the better 
inward half on the day. Mike 
Harty took third on net 65. 
When the counting was 
done, Bruce McLean emerged 
victorious with a two-round 
total of 128, taking the � rst 
silverware of the season. In 
second place were Graham 
Prentice and Chris Smyth 
on 132.  Best scratch on 
the day was Bruce MacNab 
on 71, followed by Kenny 
MacFarlane on 78 and Mickey 
MacNeill on 78.

Last Sunday, Tarbert 
youngster Connor McCrae 
headed to Swanson Templar 
Golf in Edinburgh to take 
part in the Stuart Hutchinson 
Trophy. � is event is run 
by the Stephen Gallacher 
Foundation and saw 81 boys 
and girls of di� erent age 
groups take part.

Connor played in the 
under-10 boys’ � ag section 
where he came fourth out of 
14, on 37, with Alex Martin 
winning with a score of 34. It 
was a great start for Connor 
in his � rst event; he moves on 
to Gogarburn Golf Club this 
Sunday for his next event. He 
travels with the best wishes of 
all members at Tarbert Golf 
Club.

Saturday sees the Dodie’s 
Cup take place at Glenralloch.

A Fyne gol� ng 
battle at 
Glenralloch

The Lochgilphead ladies were delighted to be able to take part in the Coronation Foursomes 
after missing out in 2020. 

Donna and Ele crowned Coronation Foursomes champs 

Soccer centre scores 
training equipment

Fostering community 
links – young Tarbert 
players having great fun at 
a 2019 football festival in 
Campbeltown. 
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