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A collapsed stretch of the 
lifeline road serving Skipness 
and the Arran ferry will be 
reinstated – but not before the 
new � nancial year in April.

More than a year a� er the 
B8001 collapsed near Claonaig 
ferry terminal, it has not been 
repaired and there is real con-
cern the single track carriage-
way will collapse completely, 
leaving the village of Skipness 
cut o�  by road.

� is would mean no access 
for emergency vehicles, fuel 
supplies, agricultural deliver-
ies, public and private trans-
port, doctor and carer visits 
and Arran ferry tra�  c.

One Skipness man told the 
Advertiser this week it was ‘an 
impending disaster’ and called 
on Argyll and Bute Council to 
carry out ‘immediate repairs 
and reinstatement of the only 
access to the village’.

In January, Argyll and Bute 

Crumbling Skipness road 
an ‘impending disaster’ 

The collapsing section of 
road earlier this week. 

Council said it had been 
‘working hard to � nd a design 
solution to stabilise the B8001, 
which has been a� ected by 
landslips’, adding the Covid-19 

pandemic delayed the project.
� e council realigned the 

road, but no engineering work 
has taken place to repair the 
collapsed section.

Speaking in the wake of 
the 2021/22 budget being set, 
council leader Robin Currie, 
one of three councillors for 
Kintyre and Islands, said: ‘I 
have been pressing for work on 
this road and it features in the 
roads capital reconstruction 
budget for the Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands 
(MAKI) area for 2021/22, 
with an estimated allocation 
of £363,000 for embankment 
stabilisation.

‘In the meantime, o�  cers are 
looking at the best engineering 
options for how best to pro-
gress the work at Skipness.’

Councillor Alastair Redman 
Kintyre added: ‘I have been 
contacted by a large number 

of my justi� ably concerned 
constituents about this matter. 
� ey are asking me if it will 
take residents getting hurt 
before action is taken.

‘At the council budget we, as 
a council, put huge additional 
resources into infrastructure, 
in particular roads spending, 
so now there should be no 
more excuses and delays.

‘Skipness residents must be 
listened to and � t-for-purpose 
long-term work must be done.’

‘� e B8001 is in dire condi-
tion and is causing increasing 
concern for residents and de-
livery services,’ said Councillor 
Anne Horn. ‘I raised this issue 
again at MAKI area committee 
and the head of service advised 
the meeting that the repairs 
are prioritised for the next 
� nancial year. He also advised 
residents will be noti� ed of 
plans and progress for the 
roadworks.

‘� is repair requires urgency 
and I will be urging o�  cers 
to expedite the work without 
delay.’

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Residents warn council 
over state of lifeline route

Achahoish postmistress retires 
after 58 years: see page 3.
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Inveraray vandalism
Between 3pm on Saturday February 20 and 8am on Monday 
February 22, on a track near the water treatment works close to 
Inveraray Golf Club, a number of bags of sapling trees that were 
ready to be planted were cut open and the saplings strewn about 
the area.

Police are investigating the incident and are appealing for any 
witnesses or anyone with any information to contact them on 
101 or anonymously through Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Cannabis found
At about 11.45am on � ursday February 25 in Glenfyne Park, 
Ardrishaig, a boy aged 17 was stopped and searched by police 
and found to be in possession of cannabis. He was charged and 
issued with a recordable police warning.

Careless driving on A83
About 1.25pm on Friday February 26, on the A83 near 
Duncholgan, Lochgilphead, a red Volkswagen Golf was report-
edly driven in a careless manner and at excessive speed. � e car 
was stopped by police and the 31-year-old man driving charged 
with the o� ence. A report will be submitted to the procurator 
� scal.
 On Friday February 26, at about 2.30pm, a red Volkswagen 
Golf was reportedly being driven in a careless manner on 
the A83 near Furnace. � e vehicle was stopped by police and 
allegedly found to have no MOT. � e 37-year-old man who 
was driving was charged and a report will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Charged
At around 1.20pm on Sunday February 28, a car was stopped by 
police for a routine check on the A83 near Lochgilphead.

Checks revealed there appeared to be no insurance or MOT in 
force for the vehicle. 

� e 22-year-old woman driving the vehicle was charged with 
these o� ences and the vehicle was seized.

A man, who was a passenger in the vehicle, was charged 
with possession of cannabis. A report will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Police warning
On the A846 near Bridgend, Islay, at about 9pm on Wednesday 
February 24, a car was stopped and searched by police and a 
24-year-old man found to be in possession of cannabis. 

� e man was issued with a recordable police warning.

� ree men have been charged 
a� er being caught travelling 
at speeds in excess of 100mph 
on the A83 – all on the same 
a� ernoon.

On Saturday February 27 
at around 3.45pm, Dunoon-
based road policing o�  cers 
stopped a BMW X5 travelling 
at speeds of up to 122mph on 
the A83 through Glen Kinglas, 
near Cairndow.

� e 29-year-old driver was 
charged in connection with 
road tra�  c o� ences.

Shortly a� er 5pm the same 
day the o�  cers stopped a 
BMW 6 series and a Mini 

Cooper,   both of which were 
travelling at speeds up to 
123mph on the same stretch 
of road. Both male drivers, 
aged 23 and 52, were charged 
in connection with road tra�  c 
o� ences.

Inspector Archie McGuire 
of Argyll and West 
Dunbartonshire Road Policing 

Unit said:   ‘Driving at such 
excessive speeds shows an 
utter disregard for the safety 
of everyone else on the road.   
Such reckless behaviour is a 
contributing factor in many 
serious and fatal road crashes.

‘Most drivers using our roads 
do so with respect for the speed 
limits, driving conditions and 

other road users, but I would 
appeal to the minority to 
please slow down and reduce 
the chances of collisions and 
the danger to others.

‘Road policing o�  cers will 
continue to respond to con-
cerns from the public about 
speeding in their area.

‘We will keep working to ed-
ucate drivers and take action 
where appropriate to improve 
safety and reduce the number 
of injuries on our roads.’

A fundraising appeal 
set up last year to 
help purchase 
Inveraray Pier 
for the commu-
nity has broken 
the £3,600 barrier 
as people rally 
behind the drive to 
bring life back to the 
waterfront.

Current owner Geaspar 
Byrne, whose family busi-
ness owns the Inveraray 
Inn, bought the neglected 
Inveraray Pier in 2019.

In the spring of 2020, Mr 
Byrne o� ered the community 
an opportunity to take con-
trol of the pier, either by lease 
or purchase.

A £100,000 fundraising 
drive was launched by the 
community to buy and 
restore the stone part of the 

pier, led by Inveraray 
C o m m u n i t y 
Council convener 
Linda Divers.

Linda said: 
‘It’s a joint e� ort 
between the com-

munity council 
and [community 

development company] 
Inspire Inveraray.

‘Geaspar has been good 
enough to o� er us the pier 
for the same price he paid 
for it and our £100,000 target 
covers the purchase price and 
gives us a � ghting fund to 
repair the stone pier.

‘We need support and dona-
tions to be able to do this. We 
will apply for grants, but to get 
the ball rolling any donation 
would be greatly appreciated. 
You can donate by talking to 
any community council or 

Inspire Inveraray member.’ 
� e hope is that re-opening 
the pier and harbour would 
enable folk to walk on the 
structure again, tie up their 
boats, launch dinghies, pad-
dle boards or kayaks and land 
crew and passengers from 
larger boats. 

� e community’s bid to 
buy Inveraray Pier can be 
helped by donating online to 
the Inveraray Pier Fund Go 
Fund Me page set up by Linda 
Divers. Look out for regular 
updates on Inveraray Pier 
fundraising progress in your 
Argyllshire Advertiser.

For the second year running, the coronavirus pandemic has 
forced the cancellation of Inveraray Highland Games.

Traditionally held on the second Tuesday every July at 
Inveraray Castle, the 2020 event was called o�  in the initial 
wave of the pandemic. Announcing the cancellation of the 
2021 games on its website and social media channels, the 
organising committee said it would be back in 2022.

The people of Inveraray want to bring life back to their 
iconic pier, closed o�  for many years for safety reasons. 
06_a21InverarayPier04

Help purchase Inveraray 
Pier for the community

POLICE FILES

Inveraray Games 2021 called o� 

100mph drivers showed ‘utter disregard’ 
‘Driving at such excessive 
speeds shows an utter 
disregard for the safety of 
everyone else on the road,’ 
– Inspector Archie McGuire. 
25_c48tra�  cpolice04

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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Winifred Ryan stepped down 
on Monday a� er running 
Achahoish Post O�  ce from 
her home for almost 58 years.

Reaching her 81st birthday 
on March 1, Winifred de-
cided it was time to retire as 
postmistress.

� e post o�  ce has been 
based inside her home at 
Claigionnach since April 1 
1963 to serve the community.

Winifred decided to call it 
a day as her eyesight is dete-
riorating, otherwise she said 

With just a handful of pylons 
le�  to construct in a new power 
line from Inveraray to Port 
Ann, work will shortly begin 
on the next phase, including 
the controversial Tarbert 
section.

Tarbert and Skipness 
Community Council has been 
pressing since 2019 for around 
half a dozen towers – up to 62 
metres (203 feet) high – to be 
re-routed, fearing they will 
ruin the Tarbert skyline.

Southern Electricity 
Networks (SSEN) is currently 
upgrading the electricity 
transmission network to build 
a higher capacity 275 kV over-
head line for 50 miles between 
Inveraray and Crossaig, on the 
Kilbrannan Sound.

� e route ultimately submit-
ted to Scottish Ministers for 
planning consent was amend-
ed in 2017 to take a dog-leg 

Argyll and Bute Council set its 
� rst budget against a Covid-19 
pandemic backdrop.

Among plans for the next 
� nancial year, council tax has 
been frozen and public � ower 
beds were spared. Proposals to 
reduce grass cutting in public 
spaces were also dropped from 
the proposals, which include a 
fund of more than £6.7 million 
to support tourism and initia-
tives for young people.

But schools’ entitlement 
for clerical support will be 
reviewed and reduced, despite 
an attempt by opposition 
councillors to see the proposal 
rejected.

� e council tax freeze will 
keep the bill for a Band D 
property at £1,367.73.

Additional funding an-
nounced by the council’s ruling 
coalition of Liberal Democrat, 
Conservative and independent 
councillors includes £830,000 
for tourism in the area. More 
than £3.1m will be spent on 
improving connectivity in the 
area, including road works and 
development of ‘active travel’, 
with £1.7m going towards a 
‘recovery and renewal fund’, 
climate change measures and 
the area’s Rural Growth Deal.

A total of £600,000 will go 
towards the wellbeing of young 
people, while free o� -street 
festive parking will return in 
2021. Gaelic, welfare rights 
and initiatives to tackle digital 
exclusion also � gure in the 
extra funding.

� e budget was agreed by the 
council at a virtual meeting on 
� ursday February 25.

Nineteen councillors sided 
with the spending plans, while 
13 voted for an amended pro-
posal put forward by the SNP 
opposition group. 

she would have been happy to 
operate the branch for another 
10 years.

Her predecessor also operat-
ed Achahoish Post O�  ce from 
her home until there was a � re, 
then a temporary ‘shack’ had 
to be put up until Winifred 
took over the role.

Winifred recalls how she 
got married and her husband 
Michael, who was a builder, 
built the bungalow where they 
lived.

� ree years later she was 

looking for a job as she was 
bored during the daytime. 
Michael spotted the advertised 
vacancy for the Achahoish 
postmaster whilst visiting 
Lochgilphead.

Winifred said: ‘I loved the 
job and meeting people. It kept 
me occupied and it stopped me 
moaning to my husband that I 
was bored.

‘Customers have been great 
during the pandemic. � ey 
have worn masks and kept 
their distance, which allowed 

me to carry on serving the 
community. I have lovely cus-
tomers and they have helped 
me to keep going in the role, 
even though my eyesight is 
getting worse, by reading the 
scales. I have now decided it is 
time to retire.’

Winifred is looking forward 
to having more time for 
painting and she is going to 
use the space in her home, 
where the Post O�  ce was, for 
houseplants.

As Winifred’s husband was a 

builder, he was given the nick-
name O’Ryan as many builders 
were Irish. � e name stuck and 
many people still think it is 
Winifred’s actual surname.

Post O�  ce area manager 
Christine Boyle said: ‘Winifred 
has served her community 
well and I wish her a very well-
earned retirement. She will be 
sorely missed.’

Flowers, gi�  vouchers and a 
certi� cate were presented to 
Winifred to thank her for her 
loyal service.

Achahoish postmistress retires after 58 years

Council sets 
budget against 
pandemic 
backdrop

‘Visual mitigation’ plan as 
pylons march to Tarbert

away from Tarbert golf course, 
moving it nearer the village. 
SSEN maintains it informed 
the community of the new 
route in advance – but local 
people claim the information 
available was inadequate.

Consent
Scottish Government con-

sent was granted in July 2019.
While Tarbert and Skipness 

Community Council allege 
poor communication by SSEN 
and ‘seemingly deliberate de-
lays in consultation’, it has been 
told there is no legal mecha-
nism to compel the company 

to alter the route a� er consent. 
� e focus is now on getting 
the best form of mitigation to 
screen the pylons.

And the community council 
is hopes a scheme for o� setting 
the impact by making other 
improvements to Tarbert can 
be agreed with SSEN.

In a Facebook post, Tarbert 
and Skipness Community 
Council explained: ‘Whilst 
this is not a part of their brief, 
they did express a willingness 
to get involved, o� ered us the 
use of their landscape architect 
and asked for a brief proposal 

of what such a scheme might 
look like.’

Ideas suggested include en-
hanced local walks and cycle 
routes, electric car charging 
points, tree planting and � ower 
displays. � e post continued: 
‘SSEN has told us that it is 
considering our suggestions 
and hopes to reply soon.’

SSEN Transmission this 
week con� rmed 101 pylons 
have been built and just 28 
remain in the � rst phase. Work 
is scheduled to start on phase 
two – Port Ann to Crossaig – 
in May.

A company spokesperson 
continued: ‘In line with our 
planning consent conditions, 
we have developed a landscape 
and visual mitigation plan to 
help reduce the visual impact 
of the transmission line from 
key locations in Tarbert. � is 
has been developed following 
feedback from Tarbert and 
Skipness Community Council, 
Forestry and Land Scotland, 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
land owners.

‘� e plan consists of com-
plementary tree and shrub 
planting, comprising a mix of 
natural species suited to the 
landscape and existing hab-
itats in the area, designed to 
help reduce the visual impact 
of the transmission line.’

� e landscape and visual 
mitigation plan was submitted 
to Argyll and Bute Council 
on January 13 and the SSEN 
spokesperson added: ‘We 
anticipate a response from 
Argyll and Bute Council in the 
coming weeks.’

An SSEN 
impression 
of how the 
proposed line 
of pylons, 
without miti-
gation, might 
look against 
the Tarbert 
skyline. 

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

ARGYLL COUNTRY MARKET  
FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

Saturday 6th Campbeltown
Saturday 13th Lochgilphead

Lamb and Mutton producers will be back alongside new stalls, for the new 
season. Several charity fundraisers stalls. Charcuterie stall.

The Bible Society with baking stall. Ian Rutledge cheese maker
Thankyou for your continued support, and any more new stalls would be welcome.
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Two years since the Sturrock 
Report li� ed the lid on a 
culture of widespread bullying 
within NHS Highland, the 
fallout is still being felt in 
Argyll and Bute.

Since 2016, Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) – an alli-
ance between NHS Highland 
and Argyll and Bute social 
care services – has been re-
sponsible for health and social 
care services in the region.

� e Sturrock probe did not 
cover Argyll and Bute, and a 
subsequent NHS Highland 
survey in 2020 revealed that 
68 per cent of respondents said 
they had experienced bullying 
and harassment. 

In total, 446 (29 per cent) of 
1,540 NHS sta�  at Argyll and 
Bute HSCP, plus 62 former 

employees, responded. NHS 
Highland chairman, Professor 
Boyd Robertson, said at the 
time the results were ‘deeply 
concerning’ and apologised 
to all concerned. A Healing 
Process was set up as victims 
were invited to come forward.

As the survey failed to 
include the council’s social 
care sta�  within the HSCP, in 
the autumn of 2020 an ‘Argyll 
and Bute Culture Group’ was 
set up to consider and address 
bullying issues within the 
wider HSCP. � e group is due 
to provide a progress report in 
the next few weeks.

A spokesman for Argyll 
and Bute HSCP told the 
Argyllshire Advertiser that the 
group consisted of ‘volunteers 
from all parts of the HSCP, 
focused on the delivery of 

the action plan, identifying 
local priorities in relation to 
the culture programme and 
identifying any training and 
development needs that are 
required’.

He continued: ‘We also 
receive feedback from our 
sta�  through a range of 
di� erent channels, including 
the Healing Process, our 

Guardian Service and iMatter 
and Everyone Matters sta�  
surveys.

‘We are also committed to an 
independent progress review 
in the spring of this year, 
which will include all health 
and social care sta�  within 
the HSCP, as well as the wider 
NHS Highland population, 
and this will enable recogni-

tion of the progress made and 
those areas requiring further 
improvement.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council added: ‘We 
take seriously any complaints 
about employees’ working 
experience and will continue 
to progress, with the HSCP, 
development of a constructive 
culture that supports all our 
employees in all the many dif-
ferent roles required to deliver 
e� ective services.’

� e deadline to register for 
the NHS Highland Healing 
Process has meanwhile been 
extended by a month to March 
31.

NHS Highland chief execu-
tive Pam Dudek said: ‘We are 
listening and responding to 
concerns that those a� ected 
by historical bullying in 

NHS Highland may not have 
formally registered for the 
Healing Process yet, so we are 
prepared to leave registration 
open for a further month.

‘I understand that it is in-
credibly important for people 
who have been harmed to 
have the opportunity to tell 
their personal stories and seek 
support.

‘I would like to rea�  rm that 
we are deeply sorry for the 
harm that has been caused to 
every one of those individuals 
and we encourage current or 
former members of sta�  to 
register by the new deadline of 
March 31, 2021.’

To register or to � nd out 
more, visit www.healing-pro-
cess.co.uk, email healingpro-
cess@cmpsolutions.com or 
call 03333 445892.

Healing the scars of HSCP 
bullying in Argyll and Bute

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

NHS Highland chief 
executive Pam 
Dudek – ‘deeply 
sorry for the harm 
caused’. 

Two years after Sturrock report, healthcare voices still being heard
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Over the sea to the Misty 
Isle is the destination for 
Lochgilphead’s Catholic priest 
as he takes up a fresh appoint-
ment, writes Colin Cameron.

Father Ronald Campbell 
conducted his � nal mass at St 
Margaret’s church on Sunday 
February 28, before leaving for 
his new charge at Portree on 
the Isle of Skye a few days later.

Father Ronald arrived in 
Lochgilphead during August 
2019 as assistant priest, taking 
over parochial duties from 
Father David Connor, who 
was moving to the Lochaber 
Cluster – covering Fort 
William, Caol, Glen� nnan 
and Mingarry – a� er eight 
years in Mid Argyll look-
ing a� er congregations in 
Lochgilphead and Inveraray.

A native of Benbecula, Father 
Ronald joined the priesthood 
a� er a varied career, having 
previously worked in family 
and youth literacy before tak-
ing up primary teacher train-

ing and teaching in Dundee.
He was ordained in the 

summer of 2019 in Benbecula.
Father Ronald’s replacement 

will be Father Henry Nkop, 
who will take up his appoint-
ment in St Margaret’s when he 
is given permission to travel. 
In the meantime, Bishop 
Brian McGee will provide 
cover for St Margaret’s from 
Oban.

� anking parishioners for 
their kindness and support 

throughout his time in the 
parish, Father Ronald added: 
‘I’m sorry that given the pres-
ent restrictions that I cannot 
say a proper goodbye at this 
time, but be rest assured that 
when things are better and 
public worship has resumed, 
I’ll arrange a visit. And, of 
course, if you are ever in 
Portree please do call in.

‘I know you will all make 
Father Henry very welcome 
whenever he is able to start.’

A Kintyre woman is celebrating being rec-
ognised as a specialist in the � eld of public 
health by a national organisation.

Alison McGrory works as health improve-
ment principal with Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership (HSCP).

A� er � nishing additional training to be-
come fully quali� ed, she was registered as a 
specialist in public health with the UK Public 
Health Register.

Alison completed a degree in molecular 
biology at the University of Glasgow and 

joined the NHS in Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
in 1994, working � rst in learning and devel-
opment and health and safety roles, before 
moving into public health.

In 2010 she took up post as health improve-
ment principal in Argyll and Bute, returning 
to live in her home town of Campbeltown.

Alison said: ‘I have a real passion for public 
health and am really pleased to be practising, 
registered and fully recognised as a specialist 
in public health. I am looking forward to 
continuing to work with a range of partners 
across all sectors and communities to im-
prove health, prevent ill-health and address 
inequalities across Argyll and Bute.’

Alison is responsible for plans to improve 
the health and wellbeing of people in Argyll 
and Bute and does this by strengthening 
working relationships with partners and 
communities via the Living Well Networks.

She works closely with health and social 
care colleagues to help improve the quality of 
services available to communities, carers and 
their families. During the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, Alison has been responsible for ensuring 
access to testing facilities to enable people to 
be tested as soon as their symptoms develop.

Dr Nicola Schinaia, associate director of 
public health at Argyll and Bute HSCP, said: 
‘Alison is a competent specialist in public 
health and fully understands the essentials 
of Argyll and Bute HSCP’s public health role.

Father Ronald heads 
over the sea to Skye

Father Ronald 
Campbell - on his 
way to Portree. 
51_a35FatherRonald-Camp-

bell02

Alison recognised as public health 
specialist on UK-wide register

Alison McGrory. 

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

2020 (69) Peugeot 308 1.5 
BlueHDI GT Line

Red, 7000 miles, 
satellite navigation, rear 
camera, GT styling, 
glass roof, front/rear 
parking sensors, alloys.

£16499

2017 (17) Peugeot 208 
1.2 PureTech Active

Silver, 11000 miles, 
alloys, air conditioning, 
electric pack, DAB 
radio/USB, 1 year 
MOT.
£8499

2019 (69) Peugeot 2008 
1.5 BlueHDI GT Line

Grey, 11400 miles, 
satellite navigation, grip 
control, glass roof, rear 
camera, leather trim, 
alloys.

£15499

Quality Used Vehicles
2019 (19) Peugeot Rifter Allure BHDI 130. Blue, 18800 miles, alloys, 
Car Play, parking aid, auto lights.  £15699
2019 (19) Peugeot 208 Tech Edition PureTech. Orange, 7400 miles, sat 
nav, rear camera, alloys, Car Play.  £11999
2019 (69) Peugeot 208 Signature PureTech. Grey, 11200 miles, parking 
sensors, alloys, Car Play, DAB radio.  £11299
2018 (67) Peugeot 308 Allure PureTech 110. Blue, 15000 miles, glass 
roof, sat nav, parking aid, alloys, USB.  £10999
2016 (65) Peugeot 2008 Allure BlueHDI 100. Grey, 22500 miles, grip 
control, leather trim, DAB radio/USB.  £8799
2018 (18) Dacia Stepway Ambiance 0.9 TCE 90. Red, 16800 miles, 
electric pack, radio/USB, roof rails.  £7999
2017 (17) Peugeot 208 GT Line BlueHDI 120. Blue, 30200 miles, 6 
speed, glass roof, leather trim, alloys.  £7999
2014 (64) Peugeot 208 Style PureTech 82. Blue, 42000 miles, sat nav, 
glass roof, alloys, USB, warranty.  £6499

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
DIGITALLY OPEN. RESERVE ONLINE FOR £99

CHOOSE CLICK AND COLLECT OR GIVE US A CALL
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL
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Celebrity rowers and a popular 
Scottish comedienne were 
among those who made TV 
shows in Argyll and Bute dur-
ing 2020, a report has revealed.

And while major TV dramas 
were largely absent from the 
area last year due to Covid-19 
restrictions, it is thought three 
larger productions are inter-
ested for the future.

Argyll and Bute Council 
received more than £500 in 
commercial � lming fees for 
hosting part of ITV’s Don’t 
Rock � e Boat series, which 
featured celebrities including  
Fleur East, Denise Lewis and 
Craig Charles.

� ese took place in Port 
Ellen, Islay and Oban, while 
Susan Calman � lmed parts 
of her Secret Scotland series 
on Bute and Mull and at Loch 
Fyne.

� e BBC has also recently 

� lmed parts of new drama 
Annika, starring Nicola 
Walker, in Helensburgh since 
the start of 2021.

� ese details all featured 
in a report for the council’s 
environment, development 
and infrastructure committee 
yesterday, March 4.

Executive director Kirsty 
Flanagan said: ‘It should be 
noted the majority of pro-
ductions � lmed this year in 
Argyll and Bute were smaller 
unscripted TV series. � is is 
due to the challenges larger 

feature and drama productions 
faced as business interruption 
insurance to cover Covid-19 
has been unavailable for the 
majority of 2020 and many 
larger productions would not 
take the risk of � lming.

‘� e � lm service is starting 
to see a change in this now as 
� rms are starting to introduce 
insurance packages including 
Covid, for over £400million.

‘Development and economic 
growth have started assisting 
larger productions again as 
of December 2020, with ap-

proximately three con� dential 
enquiries ongoing at present.’

She added: ‘� e screen 
industries continue to have 
the potential to not only 
bring production spend to the 
economy but to be a catalyst 
for the growth of the tourism 
industry in Argyll and Bute.

‘As part of Argyll and 
Bute’s economic recovery 
process from the coronavirus 
pandemic, the development 
and economic growth service 
will continue to work across 
council services and with 
key partners such as Screen 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Locations Network to ensure 
� lming is carried out safely in 
Argyll and Bute.’

Crown Estate cash will boost 
projects in Mid Argyll a� er 
Argyll and Bute Council was 
handed a share of funding.

� e council will invest  
£600,000 across Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands 
from its share of Scottish 
Crown Estate funding.

� e funding focuses on de-
livering bene� ts for coastal 
communities based on four 
priorities: the environment, 
community, climate change 
and economic development. 

Council policy lead for 
business and regeneration 
Councillor Alastair Redman 
said: ‘� is is all about 
making life better for people 
now and in the longer term. 
Investing in our economy 
and our environment will 
help develop a sustainable 
economy and lifestyle.’

� e funding will be shared 
across:
 Public realm investments 

in Ardrishaig, Tarbert and 
Port Ellen

 Kilmory Industrial 
Estate, Lochgilphead: sup-
porting expansion of the 
business site to help create 
new job opportunities for 
Mid Argyll
 Climate Change Hub, 

Lochgilphead: support to 
develop climate-friendly 
activity through Argyll and 
the Isles Countryside Trust’s 
awareness-raising of climate 
issues
 Jura Community Gigabit 

Programme: support to 
assist the community to 
achieve full � bre connectiv-
ity across the island
 Campbeltown economy: 

funding towards community 
priorities for supporting the  
economy associated with a 
new community action plan 
for the town.

‘� is investment will deliv-
er bene� ts for people and the 
economy,’ added Councillor 
Rory Colville, chairman of 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the 
islands area committee.

Cash for coastal 
communities

Argyll plays starring 
role despite lockdown

Actor Dave Johns, of ‘I, 
Daniel Blake’ fame, during 
shooting of the � lm The Iain 
Banks Appreciation Society 
in Lochgilphead in 2019. 
51_a45GilpFilming02

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

The great outdoors...
Back country skiing and wild swimming... 

Tasty brunch recipes... Red squirrels... Stunning 
small holiday lets... GBBO winner Peter Sawkins... 

Art from Helen Bellany... Beautiful West Coast 
photo essay... Lauderdale hounds...

April

April29 pages of gardens and interiors
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£80 million spent on A83 
remedial work, to little e� ect
Sir,
I see a business group has been set up to press for 
an expeditious solution to the current problems 
at the Rest. Not before time.

I was supportive of the mitigation plan, using 
nets and catch pits, as the simplest and least 
expensive approach. 

It was certainly worth a try but it is abundantly 
clear now - with reputedly £80 million spent - it 
is not working.

� e 100,000 tonnes or more poised to come 
down on the road may be an under-estimate 
and recent closures of the OMR, despite the 
new bund, doesn’t say much for the e�  cacy of 
the protection. So we need an alternative and we 
need it soon - not in 10 years.

Talk of ‘alternative tra�  c corridors’ is just a 
distraction.

� ere may be a case for a bridge-and-tunnel 
approach. � is has been successful in Norway 
and, notably, in Iceland and the Faroe Islands 
which have much smaller resource bases than 
Norway. 

But these would be long-term schemes, each 
requiring the completion of several major inter-
linked crossings, for the like of which Scotland’s 
roads authority has hitherto shown neither 
interest nor aptitude.

� e problem at the Rest is a local one which 
requires a local solution. It’s only a mile or so 
of road which is at issue there. � e alternatives, 
realistically, boil down to three:

 Overhead protection of the existing A83.
 A tunnel through to Glen Kinglas.
 A new alignment up the south west side of 

the glen.
Overhead protection might be required over 

quite a long distance as it’s not just the bit at the 
catch pits which is threatened. 

� e slopes of the Cobbler have experienced 
slides too.

Since the hillside varies, it might not be possi-
ble to use standard prefabricated modules and,  
in any case, installation work would close the 
A83 for some time.

A tunnel through to Butterbridge could 
be driven quite quickly – particularly if the 
Norwegians did it – but the approach in upper 
Glen Croe would require protection just like the 
OMR. 

Sir William Lithgow’s proposal mentions this  
but construction would also almost certainly 
close the OMR, leaving no diversion for that 
period.

� e construction of a new alignment up the 
south west side of the glen, however, either on 
or roughly parallel to the existing forestry road, 
would avoid interference with through tra�  c.

Both the gradient and the transverse slope 
would be substantially similar to those of the 
existing A83, though the length would be 
marginally greater, which is probably why the 
north east side was chosen when the ‘new’ A83 
was built.

� e core of the case for the third option, how-
ever, is that the south west side of the glen has 
experienced far less erosion, both historically 
and in recent years, than the north east one.

Stand at the upper viewpoint, or better still a 
little way along the Lochgoilhead road, and look 
around. 

� e slopes of Ben Luibhean on which the A83 
runs show far more watercourses and gullies 
than any of the others in the vicinity.

� is indicates a lot more rainfall impacting 
that slope, probably by the prevailing weather 
being funnelled on to it through the pass at the 
top of Glen More. And that weather is becoming 
worse.

� ere have been no major slips over the forest-
ry road in recent years, despite a spate of them 
on the opposite slope. It may just be the trees. 

I don’t think so, but in any case the trees are 
there, while it would take some years for tree 
cover to be established above the A83.

Going back a lot further in time, the pattern 
is the same. 

� e burn in the � oor of upper Glen Croe has 
been pushed, over the centuries, by slip debris 
coming down from the north east slope. � e 
depth of that debris can easily be seen in the 
gullies recently carved in it behind the new 
bund.

� ere is also a fair number of impressive-
ly-sized boulders on the lower slopes on that side 
which at some point rolled down the hillside. 

Some of these came from the Cobbler and 
although most are below the road, a few are not. 
� ere is nothing to say more will not arrive.

While the lower slopes on each side of the 
upper glen are similar, those on the south west 
side ease o�  towards the top, while those on the 
north east slope do not.

It is on these upper slopes that the small slips 

Lifeline road collapse
Why have Skipness folk and Arran ferry 
travellers had to wait so long for their road 
(their only road) to be repaired?

We’re not talking potholes here. � e 
supporting bank subsided and the road 
collapsed as a result.

In a parallel to the Rest, it is a lifeline road 
which urgently needs an engineering solu-
tion – though Argyll and Bute Council will 
surely take the situation more seriously 
than Transport Scotland and the Scottish 
Government have done with the A83.

� e road is vital to the area and, similarly 
to the Rest, locals say there is a risk of 
someone being injured if the Skipness road 
gives way completely.

A solution was being worked on last year, 
so there should be no further need for 
delay.

Rural wellbeing priority
We should all be looking a� er our wellbe-
ing in these peculiar times. But farmers 
have particular stresses to deal with, as you 
can read in this edition.

Even without Covid, modern farming is a 
far lonelier business than it was in the days 
when ‘neighbouring’ was commonplace. 
� ere are fewer farms and fewer folk work-
ing the remaining units.

Let’s look a� er each other, whether farm-
ing or not.
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Reader Cheryl Brown submitted this gorgeous photograph of a beautiful night at Port Ann, taken from 
her living room window. Cheryl took the photograph on February 24 during a spell when the Argyll skies 
were often ablaze with shades of pink, peach and orange tones. Send your favourite photographs for 
publication to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

develop which can pick up more and more water 
and debris on their way down, hence the fan 
shape of the typical slip. 

� ere is, in other words, a lot less potential for 
the initiation of slips on the south west side.

� is all points to the need for a serious look at 
the forestry road and I fail to understand why 
the investigations a few years ago dismissed it as 
a viable alternative.

It’s the existing A83 which isn’t viable. And 
why any of these solutions would take 10 years 
to complete also beats me. 

Local objections? 
� ere is only one house in upper Glen Croe 

and in the rest of Argyll I have yet to meet 
anyone who doesn’t want a permanent solution.

My suspicion is the biggest di�  culty is  
Transport Scotland can’t yet � nd a way to 
explain how £80 million could be spent to such 
little e� ect. 

I might, of course, be wrong in all this, but I 
wait to be convinced of it.

Arthur Blue, Ardrishaig.

Build an A83 viaduct
Sir,
Since temporary repairs to the Rest are clearly 
getting nowhere and costing money into the 
bargain, I would like to suggest a radical solu-
tion to the problem. 
� at is to build a viaduct down the centre of the 
valley, based on the design of the Millau viaduct 
in central France.

For those not familiar with this structure, it 
is well worth an internet search. I believe this 
is still the world’s tallest bridge and is a really 
beautiful structure.

Seen from a distance, the white deck and piers 
look unreal - more like a computer-generated 
image against the dark green forested hills. 

Letters continued on page 10.

To talk to 
someone directly, 
contact your local 

advisor for Mid 
Argyll, Carradale 

and Muasdale:
Jill Denton 

Tel. 07707868351 
Alternatively, visit 

www.smokefreehighland.co.uk 
for more information and 

support if you’d like to stop 
smoking, or complete the 

online form at: 
bit.ly/Smoke-Free-Highland 

and your local advisor will 
get in touch with you.

National No Smoking Day 10th March, 2021
Do you � nd you've been smoking more during lockdown? 
Stopping smoking can reduce your risk of severity of Covid-19 symptoms, potential 
of complications, and even death. If you're thinking of giving up, Argyll and Bute Quit 
Your Way (QYW) Stop Smoking services would like to reach out to all smokers at this 
di�  cult time to o� er our services to help you Quit Your Way.

Smoking can increase your risk of severe symp-
toms on infection of Covid-19, complications 
and death according to a review from the World 
Health Organisation. 

UK Government advice is that smoking gener-
ally increases the risk of contracting respiratory 
problems and more severe symptoms of ill health 
once infected with Covid-19

The risk of catching or spreading the Covid-19 
virus increases due to the hand to mouth and 

face contact involved in smoking.
In addition, spending more time indoors means 
smoking within the family household may in-
crease family exposure to second hand smoke, 
which exacerbates their risks of Covid-19 along 
with other known harm that it causes.

Smoking also contributes to other life changing 
diseases such as diabetes and cardiovascular dis-
ease, and having such underlying conditions also 
increases the risk of complications from Covid-19 
infection.

Covid-19 can be more severe if you smoke

References: ASH, Prevalence, Severity and Mortality associated with COPD and Smoking in patients with COVID-19: A Rapid Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis WHO Smoking and COVID-19 
(who.int); UK Government COVID-19: advice for smokers and vapers - GOV.UK (gov.uk); Smoking associated with increased risk of COVID-19 symptoms (kcl.ac.uk).
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Continued from page 10:
� e viaduct was completed in 2001 at a cost of 

£400 million, so that might equate to £1 billion 
at today’s prices. Before anyone asks where that 
sum of money is to be found, I would point 
out that Boris Johnson’s proposed tunnel to 
Northern Ireland may cost between £10 billion 
and £15 billion. No-one knows because it hasn’t 
been designed yet. Nevertheless, Alister Jack is 
extremely enthusiastic about the proposal, so 
clearly money is not a problem.

Not only would a new viaduct solve the 
problem once and for all, I suspect that, like the 
Millau Viaduct, it would become a much-photo-
graphed tourist attraction.

John McCall, Lochgilphead.

Delivering on A83 promises
Sir,
It is encouraging and vital businesses are 
speaking out about the state of the Rest and be 
� ankful.

For so long, the odd letter and distant prom-
ises of a better road has sapped any meaningful 
reliance on the word of Scottish ministers.

Hopefully we will now see change and action 
to push the government to act decisively and 
quickly for a better way through Glen Croe.

� is, however, should be the � rst step to get a 
better A83 through Argyll.

Ever-larger lorries and coaches travelling from 
Campbeltown to Glasgow and beyond cause 
constant repairs because of the narrow road 
with a sparse run-o�  along most of its length.

Climate change is also adding to the break-up 
of the surface with ruts and potholes appearing 
over night in some places.

All these repairs cause delays as a result of mile 
a� er mile of single way tra�  c and frustration 
for businesses, workers and tourists.

� e death toll on the A83 is especially devas-
tating, though not only from high speed bikers, 
and each time there is an accident the road is 
closed for three hours or more.

With this category of incidents, the RABT 
group should feel emboldened to go further and 
once the RABT through Glen Croe is delivered, 
look for improvements for the rest  of the A83.

Only then will Argyll people be able to deliver 
a greater contribution to the  Scottish economy 
and prosper. It could also stop the decline in the 
standard of living  and population.

Promises are one thing, delivering those 
promises in this case is vital.

Derrick Anstee, Inveraray.

An unnecessary distraction
Sir,
Due to the speed with which the NHS is car-
rying out its vaccination programme, there is 
hope we can soon all get out again and return 
to normal.

We still, however, face huge challenges. � e 
economy has su� ered. � e NHS faces a big 
backlog of cancelled operations. Our young 
people have a lot of schooling to catch up on. 
We don’t have much time le�  to stop our climate 
changing before it is too late.

Here in Argyll, the Scottish Government must 
rise to the challenge of building a permanent 

solution at the Rest and Be � ankful. � ese 
must be our priorities. We can’t a� ord to spend 
the next few years arguing over independence. 
� at’s an unnecessary distraction.

We need a needle-sharp focus on the recovery 
without the distraction of another divisive 
referendum.

Put recovery � rst.
Councillor Alan Reid, Cowal ward.

Mr Reid is the Argyll and Bute LibDem candi-
date for May’s Scottish parliamentary election.

Cost of Union Unit
Sir,
In last week’s Argyllshire Advertiser, Councillor 
Alastair Redman criticises the SNP for setting 
aside £600,000 of its own money to campaign 
for an independent Scotland.

Not surprisingly, he fails to enlighten us as to 
the costs of  the Tory party’s ‘Union Unit’ set up 
by the Prime Minister at the taxpayers’ expense.

David Hay, Minard.

Have your say on research
Sir,
Six years ago, I had a sudden and life-changing 
stroke. I’m not alone in this, with around 1.2 
million survivors living with its e� ects.

� e Stroke Association has launched a unique 
opportunity for stroke survivors and those who 
care for stroke survivors to have their say on 
the future of stroke research. If you’re a stroke 
survivor, or you care for or work with someone 
a� ected by stroke, speak up. Partnered with the 
James Lind Alliance, the charity will � nd out 
what matters to us most so research can make 
the biggest di� erence to our lives.

Visit www.stroke.org.uk/jla by March 21.
Chris Tarrant, radio and television 

broadcaster.

Finding the right permanent solution to the landslide-stricken A83 at the Rest and be 
Thankful has led to considerable debate.
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For days now we’ve been hang-
ing o�  the edge of the world, 
the house holding tight to the 
whin-strewn crag behind.

Gale-force winds and biblical 
quantities of rain have battered 
the cro�  and a thick, murky 
sky has wiped our neighbour-
ing islands completely o�  the 
map.

� e MacCormaig Isles and 
Jura are no more. 

All that’s le�  to see from the 
kitchen window are our hardy 
� ock and our three heilan’ las-
sies coorying together behind 

Like a porcine Partick thistle. 

Biblical rain and porcine playing

Windswept and interesting – stormy weather on the croft. 

who feast on last year’s sprout 
stalks and withered kale.

� e wildlife and the wild 
weather are what de� nes this 
beautiful slice of Scotland, but 
they add a challenging twist to 
our arable endeavours.

Our scrappy wee fruit trees 
were lashed by salty storms last 
year and yielded one solitary 
apple that was donated in slices 
to the calves. 

� e girls were delighted with 
this meagre windfall, but it 
would be nice to o� er them 
a more constant supply and, 
perhaps, nourish the indoor 
inhabitants with more fruits of 
our labours.

Protection
� e harsh weather and the 

healthy appetites of our resi-
dent deer mean some form of 
protection is needed if we’re 
going to get our � ve-a-day this 
year. It took just a quick surf of 
the web a couple of months ago 
to come up with our answer.

� e good parishoners of 
Northmarvine in Shetland 
struggle with even harsher 
climes than us Argyll folk. 

� eir community clings pre-
cariously to a skinny isthmus 
pounded on one side by the 
Atlantic and on the other by 
the North Sea.

While Shetlanders can get 
their � ll of � sh any day thanks 
to their thriving aquaculture 
industry, getting your greens 
locally isn’t so easy. 

� is fact, and a wee bit of 
joined-up thinking, led the 
Northmavine folk to come 

The Softer Crofter
FIONA ROSS
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

‘Our scrappy wee fruit 
trees were lashed 
by salty storms last 
year and yielded one 
solitary apple 
that was donated in 
slices to the calves.’
up with a storming idea: a 
Polycrub –  a gale-proof green-
house/polytunnel hybrid that 
repurposes defunct � sh-farm 
gear that would otherwise be 

sent to land� ll. So, instead of 
being dumped in a northerly 
midden, the reclaimed � sh-
farm bits now form a snug 
little nursery for our � edgling 
veggies. It’s an invitingly cosy 
spot on this windswept cro�  so 
solid doors are being added so 
that it admits only two-legged 
types. 

� e shaggier, four-legged 
lot aren’t on the guest list, 
but all human visitors will be 
welcome post-Covid. 

Just bring your own trowel 
and maybe a wee dram to keep 
out the cold.

the woods, cosy and out the 
path of the hoolie that’s being 
blowing all week.

� e pigs, however, are 
entirely unperturbed in their 
thick little woodland; the wind 
whipping up their da� er side.

� e three of them have con-
cocted their own tournament 
of snoutball, � inging their 
orange drinking buckets be-
tween the trees, catching them 
and passing them to and from 
other like a porcine Partick 
� istle.

� ey’re cute and they’re clev-

er and I’m increasingly aware 
it’s my fondness for them that’s 
not clever. 

But we’re rearing all the 
beasts here with care and 
a� ection so I see no harm in 
enjoying their company for 
as long as they’re sharing our 
home.

Also resident here on the 
cro�  is a melting-pot of deer – 
a cheeky roebuck who munch-
es the herbs around our door; 
a sika mum who’s rearing her 
three wee ones down by the 
pond and eight hearty red deer 

2pm - 6pm

Thursday 18 March 2021

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) Distribution 
is seeking your views on the planned installation of a 33 kilovolt 
(kV) cable which will run from Port na Cuile, Carradale to 
Balliekine, Arran.

In order to gather your views, SSEN is holding an online Pre-
Application Consultation event during the following times:

As well as seeking views on this project, we are also looking for 
your comments and opinions on our 2023 - 2028 investment 
programme. More information can be found on our project page: 
ssen.co.uk/SubmarineCables/Carradale-Arran

Carradale - Arran Subsea 
Cable Installation

Online Consultation Event

You can find out more 
about the project on our 
website or by contacting 
us via email:

Find out more

 Email us:
submarinecables@sse.com

 Visit us:
ssen.co.uk/SubseaCables
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Work to upgrade the sewer 
network in Tarbert is expected 
to be complete by this autumn, 
a report has revealed, writes 
Colin Cameron.

The upgrade has made 
‘significant progress’ in ad-
dressing longstanding issues, 
says Scottish Water’s new 
communities manager for the 
west region.

Georgie Reid also told Argyll 
and Bute councillors that the 
organisation was committed 
to working with the com-
munity and businesses while 
work continues.

The report was prepared 
for a meeting of Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands 
(MAKI) area committee on 
March 3.

In her report, Ms Reid 
said: ‘The old water main 
in Harbour Street has been 
successfully removed and 
replaced.

‘Progress was impacted due 
to high flows on the sewer 
network caused by heavy 
rainfall and high tides and 
our programme was revised to 
take this into account.

‘The next phase of the project 
started on Barmore Road 
(A83) on January 6, to carry 
out a water main diversion 
and install a new sewer pipe.

‘We also provided reassur-
ance to stakeholders that, 
following the restart of our 
essential capital programme 
after lockdown, Scottish 
Water and its alliance part-
ners, would be ensuring that 
all Scottish Government 
Covid-19 guidance for the 

construction sector and the 
public is followed.

‘We have taken all appro-
priate safety measures and 
precautions to protect our 
customers and our teams.

‘We are committed to work-
ing with the community and 
businesses to minimise any 
potential impact should work 
be required over the summer 
period.

‘We are currently hoping 
to have the work completed 
by autumn 2021, though this 
could be impacted by weather 
and tidal flows.’

Investment
Ms Reid also gave an update 

on the £2.5million investment 
on the Torra WTW project 
to improve water services on 
Islay, which she described as 
being well under way.

She said: ‘A state-of-the-art 
Transportable Treatment Unit 
(TTU) was delivered under 
police escort by land and sea 
in November to its permanent 
home at Torra WTW.

‘It will boost supplies, pro-
viding an additional 70,000 
litres of drinking water every 
day to around 1,900 customers 
in Bowmore and Port Ellen.

‘Planning for a new pipe 
bridge has been approved to 
cross the River Torra north 
east of the treatment works. 

‘This will support a short 
section of the two kilometres 
(approximately 1.2 miles) of 
new raw water main being in-
stalled north of Torra WTW.

‘The new TTU should be in 
operation from spring follow-
ing the mains installation.’

Look out for nuthatches this spring
Argyll Bird Club is looking for help to report any nuthatches 
seen across Argyll between March and June.

The nuthatch is a small woodland species about the size 
of a great tit. They are bold, active little birds often visiting 
garden bird feeders and have distinctive repetitive calls.

Argyll Bird Recorder Jim Dickson said they began appear-
ing about 20 years ago in small numbers but have spread. 
‘If you can let us know if you have seen or heard any and 
exactly where that would be very useful. Please get in touch 
with us at nuthatchsurvey@argyllbirdclub.org,’ he said. A Nuthatch at Benmore Garden in Cowal. Photo: Andrew McFarlane. 

Autumn 
target for 
Tarbert sewer 
upgrade

Contractors on the Tarbert sewer project at work on Harbour 
Street in heavy rain during December. 51_a52Tarbert_ScotWater06

Visit nhsinform.scot 
or call 0800 030 8013
#WeAreScotland

The vaccination programme for coronavirus is underway. 
Those most at risk are our priority and are being vaccinated first.

When you are contacted and offered your vaccination, please get it.

Scotland, it’s 
time to roll up 

our sleeves
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A� er a year full of uncertainty and change, 
it’s time to take the reins and get your 
career back on the right track. Whether 
you’re thinking about life a� er school, 
or want to retrain for a whole new career, 
Argyll College UHI can help you achieve 
your goals. You’ll be able to get recognised 
quali� cations all without having to venture 
too far from home. We’re now accepting 
applications for our full-time courses which 
will start in September this year.

With over 60 courses to choose from, what-
ever your interest, whatever the level, we’re 
sure to have something to suit you. Some of 
the subjects on o� er include Agriculture, 
Business, Beauty, Computing, Childcare, 
Social Sciences, Healthcare and more. As a 
partner of the University of the Highlands and 
Islands, we also have access to a wide range of 
degree and post-graduate programmes. 

If you like the look of one of our courses but 
want to � nd out more, keep an eye on our 
upcoming drop-in sessions. Starting early 
March, we’ll be hosting a series of virtual 
events, all of which will be free to attend. Each 
week will focus on a speci� c subject area and 
be led by one of our expert teaching sta� . 

� e sessions will give you a chance to 
learn about the courses we have on o� er, 
and the possible career options and pro-
gression routes available. You’ll get the 

chance to meet our friendly lecturers and 
course leads, who may even go on to teach 
you in the future! � ere might also be an 
opportunity to speak to current students 
and hear � rst-hand about their experience 
of the course and the college so far. 

Our � rst session on Tuesday 9th March 
at 6pm focuses on our SWAP Access to 
Nursing course, designed speci� cally for 
people who have been out of formal edu-
cation for at least 3 years. It prepares adult 
returners pursuing a career in the health 
industry for entry into Higher Education 
and can lead to a place at college or univer-
sity. Applications for the Access to Nursing 
course close on Monday 19th April, so 
the session is a great chance to � nd out 
everything you need to know. 

Our second session on Wednesday 17th 
March at 6pm will take a look at our HNC 
Social Services course. A nationally rec-
ognised quali� cation, this course is aimed 
at people who want to work in a variety of 
social service settings and support individ-
uals with varying needs. 

For further information and a full list of 
all our upcoming drop-in sessions please 
visit our website. Although free to attend, 
places must be booked in advance so be 
sure to register your interest! 

Visit: www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk to � nd out more.

No matter what stage you are at in life, you can still 
prepare for the job you really want.

We offer so many subjects, and with over 20 years’
experience of online learning, you can be confident that 

whatever the future brings - we’ll be here for you.

Join our live online drop-in sessions from March to
find out more about a subject you’re interested in!

Book your free place today on our website:
ApplyApplyApply

online now, online now, online now, 
startstartstart

September!September!September!

Get your career back on the right track
Advertorial
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser
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DUNOON

ARGYLL AND BUTE Kaya Fraser hopes 
discussions will be like 
those that naturally 
evolve over a cup of tea 
or a pint. Photograph: David 

P Scott.

� e Bible tells us we have a God who speaks 
and is full of accounts of those to whom He 
spoke, such as the boy Samuel during the 
night watches, or to the Apostle Paul in the 
midst of a terrible storm at sea.

Hebrews 1 v 1 a�  rms that in one sense, 
He has said all He wants to say through His 
son who came to our world to tell us how to 
have the best of this life and be assured of 
life in the world to come.

However, He still speaks today. 
� ere are some who will witness to the 

fact He speaks out loud to them and others 
who catch directions in the circumstances 
of everyday life, how doors open and close, 
through the advice of good friends and by 
the reaction of conscience to intentions.

� ose who read the Bible regularly and 
systematically, as opposed to opening it 
at random and sticking in a pin, are o� en 
amazed at how the passage for the day 
addresses the problems and circumstances 
of that day and draw from that what they 
believe God is telling them.

In I Kings chapter 19, we read of the 
Prophet Elijah feeling overwhelmed by the 
attacks of his enemies and the declaration 
of Queen Jezebel of a hunt to kill him. 

In the midst of his trauma, the word of the 
Lord comes to him, not in a great wind nor 
in an earthquake nor in a � re but in a low 
whisper.

With all that has been going on around us 
over the past year we, too, may be feeling 
overwhelmed. 

If we listen, we may hear God reminding 
us that He is always with us. 

He is only a whisper away and in that 
whisper is contained all His power and love.

Springbank Evangelical Church, 
Campbeltown.

A number of Argyll community projects will 
receive funding to support the Gaelic language 
through Bòrd na Gàidhlig (BnG).

� roughout Scotland, 35 initiatives will 
receive a total of £89,520 through its Taic 
Freumhan Coimhearsnachd (TFC) funding 
scheme for 2021/22.

� e TFC scheme was established to help com-
munity groups undertake projects in support of 
the National Gaelic Language Plan.

� e successful projects include Kilmartin 
Museum Redevelopment - Gaelic Voices, £4,000; 
Helensburgh Gaelic Club Language classes,  
£1,500; Comann nam Pàrant Chòmhghaill - 
Gaelic in Cowal, £4,000; Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain - Mòd Acadamaidh an Òbain, £3,000; 
Tiree Community Development Trust - Gaelic 
Development O�  cer, £5,000, and � e Taynuilt 
Cèilidhs, £2,550.

David Boag of BnG said: ‘We are very pleased 
to be supporting a wide range of projects and 
areas which will be increasing the use and 
learning of Gaelic in communities across the 
country.’

Plans to introduce measures to increase social 
distancing in Dunoon town centre could be 
scrapped a� er a public consultation.

A council report revealed only one third of 
local businesses responding to the consultation 
were in favour of changes proposed under 
the Sustrans ‘Spaces for People’ programme, 
launched last year.

Measures for other areas remain under 
consideration, including improved passenger 
waiting areas in the town and a ‘cycle bothy’ to 
encourage residents to walk or travel by bike.

Argyll and Bute Council executive director 
Kirsty Flanagan said in a report to Bute and 
Cowal area committee: ‘A total of three con-
sultations have been undertaken in relation to 
these proposals since the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic.’

In relation to the proposed cycle bothy, she 
added: ‘Following the successful establishment 
of the Ardrishaig Cycle Bothy, o�  cers are sup-
porting Cycling UK to establish a cycle bothy 

project in Dunoon based on the successful 
model of the Gourock Cycle Bothy which has 
been operating for a number of years.

‘Argyll and Bute Council contributed £15,000 
from the Smarter Choices, Smarter Places pro-
gramme towards the costs of establishing and 
operating the cycle bothy.

‘It is proposed to complete the refurbishment 
of the Castle Lodge building to base the bothy 
at this location, 100 per cent funded by Crown 
Estate funding.’
Perth-based Kaya Fraser has been chosen by 
the Mount Stuart Trust as its emerging artist in 
residence for 2021, an annual opportunity for a 
recent graduate to create a new, socially engaged 
artwork in collaboration with local people.

� e artist is asking participants to phone her 
with updates on the every day; how they are 
feeling and spending their time and to tell her 
what island life is like for them during more 
normal times.

� e conversations, Kaya hopes, will feel like 

the discussion that would usually evolve over a 
cup of tea or an evening pint. Kaya will record 
the conversations, which will be stitched togeth-
er as a sound-based artwork called Milk + Two 
Sugars to be exhibited on the island.

Kaya said: ‘I begin this residency with a strong 
nostalgic feeling of connection to Rothesay, 
even though I only knew of it through family 
anecdotes of holidays there. 

‘I hope this residency extends these memories 
into my own stories of the people and stories I 
come to meet.’

An invitation will be extended to residents 
aged 18 and over in the communities of � e 
Bush and Ballochgoy. 

To take part, call 01738 550336 armed with 
a ‘cuppa’ of your choice. � e line will be open 
to two people per day between 10am and 5pm 
on � ursday and Friday March 11 and 12 and 
� ursday and Friday March 18 and 19. 

A phone message will be available at other 
times for people to register interest.



Sunday 14th March
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If ever there has been a year when mums 
should be treasured even more than ever 
before on Mother’s Day then this is it!
In 2021 the day falls on Sunday March 14 
and that is just two days before the anni-
versary of the Covid-19 lockdown.
Let’s all be honest here - since that fateful 
day on March 16 2020 it has been our 
mothers who have been putting in the 
overtime. 
We’re not dissing all the dads (we love you 
too, and your day will come on Sunday 
June 20).
But it has been our mums who have 
been the glue holding families together; 
any quick poll would show that yes, it is 
women who still do the major share of the 
housework and child care. 
Alongside that they have been working 
from home while juggling home schooling.
Add to that the fact that we are all in the 
house all day so that is an awful lot more 
cooking going on – and all this while some 
families have had to cope on reduced 
budgets.
Not only have mums been acting like glue 

to keep us all sticking together through 
Covid they have also been juggling, 
plate-spinning, multi-tasking marvels to 
boot!
And when our mums have needed support 
and advice, who have they been turning to?  
Chances are it is their mums and their mum’s 
mum so let’s hear it for the grannies and the 
great-grandmothers too!
They all deserve the absolute best we 
can give them this year – alongside the 
� owers and chocs and breakfast in bed. 
So arrange a takeway from one of our 
many establishments still open or shop for 
extra special ingredients for, and cook up 
a, Mother’s Day Sunday lunch.
You could get an extra treat lined up for 
when the time comes that lockdown is 
over. Perhaps a voucher for a pampering 
session at a spa, hairdressers or beauticians 
or whisk her away for a weekend break; 
perhaps arrange a girls afternoon tea for 
your mum and grannies and aunties. 
Let’s let our mums know how much we 
love and appreciate them all and all they 
have done for us this year.

Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
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04
–––––

ENJOY
Your meal is delivered 
ready for you to enjoy 
with minimal time and 

effort, just follow 
the notes from 

our chefs.

STAYING AT HOME
DOESN’T HAVE

TO BE BORING...
Let our award winning chefs take care of the cooking for you

Visit our website: www.1860athome.co.uk
Email: info@1860athome.co.uk

The George 1860 at Home
1 Main Street East • Inveraray • PA32 8TT

How it works
01
–––––

MONTHLY MENUS
A new menu of 

creative, Scottish 
and French inspired 
dishes by our award 
winning chef team, 

every month.

02
–––––

CHOOSE A DATE
Choose a delivery 

date for your 
own box or gift 
someone else 

with a very special 
treat.

03
–––––
RELAX

Your meal is cooked, 
prepared, packed and sent to 
you by our chefs, straight from 

our award-winning hotel in 
Inveraray on the banks of 

Loch Fyne, Scotland.

Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
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Give your mum a little sweet treat from Barra 
this Mother’s Day.

� e award winning Hebridean To� ee 
Company is 21 years old this year! In that time, 
they have shipped over 15 thousand metric 
tonnes of their famous tablet to every corner of 
the world.

� e recipe for Hebridean To� ee is naturally a 
closely guarded secret, as the � avour, colour and 
aroma is distinctly di� erent from other commer-
cial and hand-made tablets. ‘O� en copied, never 
rivalled’ is their motto! � eir delicious tablet 
has an unsurpassed shelf-life of 6 months from 
date of manufacture as no arti� cial colouring, 
� avourings, preservatives or additives are used. 
Every step of daily production is carried out by 
hand with no automation in either the cooking 
or the packaging process.

Treat your mum to a delicious taste of Barra 
in a beautifully designed tin from just £12.95. 
� ey also have a lovely selection of hand-
made natural wax candles with upli� ing, 
refreshing scents, available to order online. 
Visit www.hebrideanto� eecompany.com

A taste of � e George delivered to your door.
� e George in Inveraray. It’s one of Argyll’s 

oldest inns, owned by the Clark family since 
1860, now 7 generations down the line.

� e George has always had an enviable 
reputation for ambience, friendliness and its 
cuisine. Whilst the doors are currently closed 
(they can’t wait to welcome you back) � e 
George has launched ‘1860 at Home’ which 
means mum doesn’t need to do the cooking this 
Mother’s Day. A beautiful 4-course meal lov-
ingly prepared and delivered to her door is just 
a click away. A new menu of creative, Scottish 
and French inspired dishes is created by their 
award winning chef team, every month. Visit 
www.1860athome.co.uk, check out the menus, 
choose a date for delivery and voila! You can also 
order gi�  vouchers or make a booking online 
for a special getaway for when things get back to 
normal.  Visit www.thegeorgehotel.co.uk.

McIvor’s is committed to creating beautiful � ower 
arrangements and � oral gi� s for any occasion. 

As a top � orist in Campbeltown, Argyll, each of 
their � oral arrangements get the time and person-
alised attention they deserve. McIvor’s passion-
ately makes all bouquets in house, and personally 
delivers to your recipient in Campbeltown so they 
are guaranteed to receive fresh and beautiful � ow-
ers every time with an added personal touch. Pick 
out a gorgeous � oral arrangement on our website 
and order � owers online through their convenient 
and secure checkout page. McIvor’s will expertly 
arrange your bouquet of beautiful blooms and can 
even create a custom arrangement or gi�  basket 
for your special occasion.

McIvor’s o� ers � ower delivery in and around 
Campbeltown, as well as nationwide delivery 
through their reliable � orist network! McIvor’s 
provides same-day � ower delivery for your last 
minute gi�  needs in Campbeltown, Argyll as well.

For the freshest � owers and reliable local � ower 
delivery in and around Campbeltown, McIvor’s 
has everything you are looking for. 

McIvor’s
Florist

Hebridean 
To� ee

1860 
at Home

Make Mother’s Day Extra Special this year with 
A� ernoon Tea from Glenbarr Stores

Mother’s Day may be a little di� erent this 
year, but it can still be made special for mums 
in Kintyre. � e team at Glenbarr Stores will be 
preparing delicious a� ernoon teas ‘to go’ that can 
be enjoyed at home or at a picnic location outdoors 
(weather permitting!). 

Freshly made sandwiches with an assortment of 
� llings, savoury tarts and sausage rolls as well as 
a selection of delectable freshly baked cakes will 
be prepared and ready for collection (or delivery 
locally) on Saturday 12th or Sunday 13th March 
between 12 and 2pm. 

Each a� ernoon tea comes with a special gi� , 
with a 10% discount voucher to use at the Café 
when it opens back up in the not- too-distant 
future.  

Just £17.50 per person, with the option of 
adding some extra sparkle with a mini bottle of 
Prosecco (£3.00) or a large one for sharing (£8.00), 
Glenbarr’s a� ernoon teas are a real treat. To book, 
call or visit the website www.glenbarrstores.com/
mothersday

Glenbarr 
Stores

McIVORS
On Mother’s Day treat her to 

something truly special. 

Our award winning team will guide you through our beautiful 
selection of � oral arrangements, gifts and cards to ensure

 your Mum will feel loved and appreciated. 

Call us on 01586 552386. 
Local and Worldwide 

delivery available.
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New research will explore 
which interventions can best 
support the mental health 
and wellbeing of people in 
Scotland’s farming and cro� -
ing communities.

Led by the University of 
Stirling and Scotland’s Rural 
College (SRUC), the study 
will explore the preferences of 
farming and cro� ing people 
and establish their views, up-
take and acceptability of two 
possible interventions.

One will deliver emotional 
and social support – including 
� nancial advice – and the other 
will be an online psychological 
therapy speci� cally developed 
for the farming and cro� ing 
community.

Four-� � hs of farmers under 
the age of 40 consider mental 
health to be the biggest hidden 
problem facing the agricul-

Supporting farmers’ mental health in tough times

Many struggle with the weight of farming and crofting life. 
Photograph: SRUC. 

tural community. Depression 
in farmers is increasing and 
suicide rates are among the 
highest in any occupational 
group. It is currently estimated 
one agricultural worker per 
week takes their own life.

Margaret Maxwell, pro-
fessor of health services and 
mental health research at the 
University of Stirling, said: 
‘� e underlying reasons for 
poor mental health among 
the farming and cro� ing 
community lies in the unique 
social, environmental and 
economic challenges of rural 
food production. � erefore an 
intervention that is targeted 
towards helping farmers and 
cro� ers cope with these issues 
may be more acceptable and 
bene� cial. We know that 
farmers are more likely to turn 
to their own communities 

for support than to health or 
social work authorities, with 
many preferring to engage 
with advice from colleagues 
such as vets or use anonymous 

supports such as telephone or 
online resources.

‘However, there is no cur-
rent knowledge concerning 
preferences, and acceptability 

or uptake, of remote interven-
tions and how these can best 
be signposted to farmers and 
cro� ers.’

Dr Kate Stephen, behavioural 
scientist at SRUC, added: 
‘� ere are always challenges 
in this sector and farmers and 
cro� ers are used to having to 
cope, o� en by themselves.  At 
times, it can feel overwhelm-
ing. It’s not clear what support 
is available and it’s not always 
easy to ask for help.

‘� is project is looking at 
what types of support farmers 
and cro� ers could bene� t from 
and how this could be adapted 
to suit them best.

‘We’re interested in the wider 
farming and cro� ing commu-
nities. We’re thinking about 
how to get in early, to prevent 
things getting worse, how to 
help farming and cro� ing 

people to recognise when they 
are struggling in themselves 
and what ‘tools’ help them to 
turn things around.

‘We would also like to hear 
from people from farming and 
cro� ing communities who 
understand what it feels like to 
struggle. We’d like to include 
people who don’t usually pick 
up the phone to ask for help.’

� e study will be conducted 
in the NHS Highland area 
and the Shetland Islands and 
researchers are looking for 
volunteers to take part in ear-
ly-stage interviews and focus 
groups. A pilot study of the 
interventions will recruit 40 
members of the farming and 
cro� ing community.

Anyone interested should 
email farmingminds@sruc.
ac.uk or visit www.sruc.ac.uk/
farmingminds.

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

 YARD CLEARANCE DUE TO CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

UP TO 50% DISCOUNT ON MANY PRODUCTS

ANTLERS 
WANTED

Any quantity, 
red or fallow, 

prompt settlement 
and collection. 
Contact 

07767 833280

All dead and 
fallen animals 

uplifted 
by licensed 

slaughtermen
For up-to-date prices 
call 07778 329922



Tel. 01586 553962

VAUXHALL VECTRA 2 2 DIESEL FOR SPARES

£50

NEW
CAR 
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S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
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RECRUITMENT

VACANCY: PROCESS OPERATOR – 
TOBERMORY DISTILLERY, 

ISLE OF MULL
Applications are invited for the above mentioned position 
based in Tobermory.  The role will be predominately day 
shift, however there may be ad-hoc requirements for shift 
work to help with periods of holiday and absence.  This is a 
12 month � xed-term contract.

Overall Purpose:  

A process operator’s role is responsible for carrying out 
all of the operations in the distillery, including goods 
receipt, mashing, distilling, operation of services plant and 
warehousing duties. To ensure that all aspects of process 
operations are carried out to deliver best cost e� ective, 
e�  cient and quality results in line with corporate goals

Key Responsibilities

• Unloading of yeast and checking delivery  
agrees with ordered amount.

• Unloading of malt and checking delivery agrees with 
malt speci� cation.

• Taking spirit accounts and loading of road tankers.

• Ensuring stock is used in rotation.

• Safe operation of running the mash house.

• Safe operation of the stillhouse.

Application

For full job speci� cation, additional information, or to 
apply for this position, please email:

HRInternational@distellinternational.com

Closing Date:  Friday 12th March 2021.  
No Agencies Please.

Delivery driver
We are a thriving and long established food 

distribution business
covering the West coast and Inner Hebrides.

We wish to recruit a smart, reliable, resourceful 
and customer focused driver for our delivery 
runs around Argyll, Lochaber and the islands. 
Occasional stores work may also be required.

Ideal candidates would have a class II licence and 
CPC, or, be a van driver looking to undergo paid 

for driver training to Class II
Early starts and manual handling skills are 

essential.
Please apply with CV and covering letter to 

Eric Walton, Waltons of Oban, 
13 Lochavullin Road, Oban, PA34 4PL. 
Or email to eric@waltonsofoban.co.uk

Waltons 
of Oban

URGENT PROOF

The Oban Times 01631 568000 | Campbeltown Courier 01586 554646 | Argyllshire Advertiser 01546 602345 | Arran Banner 01770 302142

It is your responsibility to check that all information within the advert is correct; we will not be held accountable for any inaccuracies or false information 
included within it. If you do not contact us by the deadline date stated within the email, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to complete any changes 
received after the stated deadline. Failure to respond may result in the advert being printed as shown below.

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:

THE EMAIL WILL SHOW DETAILS OF PUBLICATION, DATE AND ANY DEADLINES FOR RESPONDING TO THIS PROOF
this is a low resolution pdf for proofi ng purposes
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Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Career opportunities

We have exciting opportunities to join our team
Based in Dunbeg

• BRICKLAYERS

• SMALL PLANT MECHANIC

• BUILDING TECHNICIAN/
   ASSISTANT SITE MANAGER

Argyll wide

• APPRENTICES (JOINERS, ROOFERS, 
   PLUMBERS, BRICKLAYERS)

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

We are looking to recruit for the following positions:-

Night Shift Senior Care 
Assistants - £10.50 per hour

Night Shift Care Assistants - 
£9.30 per hour

Please call 01631 720278 or 
email admin@etivehousecare.com 

for an application form or more information.

Are you ready to kickstart your career, earn 
while you learn and work towards a formal 
qualification in energy?

Our apprenticeship and trainee 
engineering opportunities are open.

DO YOU WANT  
TO HELP BUILD
A BETTER WORLD  
OF ENERGY?

Visit sse.com/careers to apply

Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
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The great outdoors...
Back country skiing and wild swimming... 

Tasty brunch recipes... Red squirrels... Stunning 
small holiday lets... GBBO winner Peter 

Sawkins... Art from Helen Bellany... Beautiful 
West Coast photo essay... Lauderdale hounds...

April
April 

29 pages of 
gardens and 

interiors



PUBLIC NOTICES
Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
21/00082/PP Retention of temporary access 

track to form permanent access 
track

Land West Of 
Claonaig, Skipness, 
By Tarbert, Argyll And 
Bute

21/00083/PP Retention of temporary access 
track to form permanent access 
track and formation of new 
permanent track

Land South East Of 
Whitehouse, By 
Tarbert, Argyll And 
Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all 
applications can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers are 
requested to use electronic communication where possible during the 
coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process postal mail is restricted. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(as amended) 
Submission of a Masterplan to Housing Allocation H3007 for 
residential development as identified in the adopted Argyll and 
Bute Local Development Plan 2015.
Notice is hereby given that Mr Calum McFadyen has submitted a 
Masterplan to Argyll and Bute Council setting out the proposals for 
residential development as identified in the adopted Argyll and Bute 
Local Development Plan 2015.
A copy of the Masterplan (reference 21/00215/MPLAN) may be  
viewed electronically through the Argyll and Bute Council website  
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10  
of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020, documents are only available 
to inspect electronically at this time. Customers requiring assistance 
can contact us by e-mail planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or  
tel 01546 605518.
Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 28 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. Customers are 
requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our 
ability to process postal mail is restricted. 
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 
The Marine Licensing 

(PRE-APPLICATION Consultation) (SCOTLAND) Regulations 2013
Notice is hereby given that Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc a company 
registered in Scotland under number SC213460 having its registered oce at Inveralmond 
House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3AQ plans to hold an online pre-application 
consultation event between

2pm - 6pm on Thursday 15 of April 2021

The meeting is in regard to the installation of a submarine electricity cable from 
Langamull Beach, Mull to Sorrisdale Bay, Coll. The replacement cable is critical for a safe 
and reliable supply of electricity to our customers. The area of search corridor for the 
proposed submarine cable is defined by the approximate coordinates below:

Mull - 560 36’ 14.400” N, 60 16’ 1.560” W

Coll - 560 40’ 46.312” N, 60 27’ 22.104” W

Should you wish to participate in the online event or register initial comment on the 
proposed installation of a submarine electricity cable, then you can do so by writing to 
us at: 

submarinecables@sse.com
Or by post to: Submarine Cable Team, Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 
3AQ. Further registration details will be provided upon receipt of correspondence.

Comments on this licensable marine activity should be dated and clearly state the name 
(in block capitals) and full return email or postal address of those making comment. 
Comments made to the prospective applicant are not representations to the Scottish 
Ministers. If Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution submits an application for a marine 
licence to Scottish Ministers, an opportunity will be given for representations to be made 
to the Scottish Ministers on the application.

WEST KINTYRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
WIND FARM TRUST

 
Applications are invited for grants from this 
year’s first round of funding from the above 
Trust.
Grants may be available for Capital or 
Revenue funding to support Projects, 
Group’s, Halls, Charities and Churches 
within the West Kintyre Community Council 
area, ranging from Whitehouse in the north 
to Kilkenzie in the south.
Advice, details and application forms are 
available from the Convener via email:
margaretpratt@btinternet.com 
Closing date for receipt of applications 
Wednesday 31st  March 2021
Disbursement meeting: will take place 
Monday 19th April via virtual meeting

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
CAPITAL PLOUGH DREDGING

ARDRISHAIG HARBOUR, ARGYLL
Notice is hereby given that Scottish Canals (per EnviroCentre Ltd) has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 
of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of capital plough dredging at:

Cost £ 60,000
Location Latitude Longitude

Dredge Area A

56° 00.784’ N 05° 26.704’ W
56° 00.790’ N 05° 26.632’ W
56° 00.799’ N 05° 26.583’ W
56° 00.776’ N 05° 26.577’ W
56° 00.757’ N 05° 26.690’ W

Dredge Area B

56° 00.737’ N 05° 26.729’ W
56° 00.757’ N 05° 26.690’ W
56° 00.776’ N 05° 26.577’ W
56° 00.753’ N 05° 26.545’ W
56° 00.759’ N 05° 26.593’ W
56° 00.729’ N 05° 26.725’ W

Disposal Site

56° 00.809’ N 05° 26.526’ W
56° 00.814’ N 05° 26.385’ W
56° 00.757’ N 05° 26.380’ W
56° 00.753’ N 05° 26.519’ W

     (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at https://bit.
ly/3pMJKlP
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in 
respect of the application should be made in writing to: 
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 
Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 
00009096 and Scottish Canals (per EnviroCentre Ltd). 
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team 
(MS-LOT) determine applications for marine licences under the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. During 
the consultation process any person having an interest in the outcome of 
the application may make representation to MS-LOT. The representation 
may contain personal information, for example a name or address. 
This representation will only be used for the purpose of determining 
an application and will be stored securely in the Scottish Government’s 
o�  cial corporate record. Representations will be shared with the applicant 
and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, any people or organisations 
that we consult in relation to the application and, where necessary, be 
published online, however personal information will be removed before 
sharing or publishing.
A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/
Licensing/marine/PrivacyNotice. If you are unable to access this, or you 
have any queries or concerns about how your personal information will 
be handled, contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot or Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria 
Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

METALS WANTED TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIED
GARDEN SERVICES
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GOLDEN WEDDING
ROBERTSON – 
MCKERRAL – At 
Castlehill Manse on March 
5, 1971, Andy Robertson 
to Ibby McKerral by Rev J 
McCormick.

DEATHS
CURRIE – Peacefully at 
his home in Bonnybridge 
on February 22, 2021, John, 
age 75 years, formerly of 
Campbeltown, Argyll, 
loving husband of Glenda 
and much loved father of 
Joanne and John, due to 
current funeral restrictions, 
a private family funeral 
service will be held for John. 
GALBRAITH - Peacefully 
a� er a short illness at 
Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital, Glasgow, on 
February 27, 2021, Helen 
Elizabeth Galbraith (Lizzie) 
in her 90th year, 65 Davaar 
Avenue, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved daughter of 
the late Neil Wylie Galbraith 
and Helen Campbell 
Galbraith and a much loved 
sister and aunt. Funeral 
service private in line 
with current government 
guidelines. Lizzie’s funeral 
will take place on Monday, 
March 8. � e cortege will 
leave the home address at 
1.00pm a� er a short prayer. 
We will travel along Davaar 
Avenue, � e Roading, 
Longrow, Aqualibrium 
Avenue and past the Cross 
on our way to Kilkerran 
Cemetery. Anyone wishing 
to pay their last respects to 
Lizzie may do so along our 
route. Please remember to 
observe social distancing.
JOHNSTON - Peacefully at 
home, 28 Lorne Campbell 
Court, Campbeltown, on 
March 1, 2021, Isabella 
Craig Semple (Ella) in 
her 95th year, formerly of 
March� eld Farm and 11 
Dell Road, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved wife of the 
late Archibald Johnston, 
much loved mum of John, 
Margaret and the late 
James, mother-in-law of 
Morag and Donald, loving 
granny of Sharon, Archie, 
Donald and Fiona, great 
granny of Caryn, Robert, 
Ryan, Kyle, Emma and 
Murray and a loving sister 
to Richard and the late 
Robert. Funeral service 
private in line with current 
government guidelines. 
Ella’s funeral will take place 
(today) Friday, March 5. 
� e cortege will leave the 
home address at 1.00 pm 
a� er a short prayer. We will 
travel along � e Roading, 
Longrow, Aqualibrium 
Avenue and past the Cross 
on our way to Kilkerran 
Cemetery. Anyone wishing 
to pay their last respects to 
Ella may do so along our 
route. Please remember to 

observe social distancing.
MACINTYRE - 
Unexpectedly at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban on 
February 28,  2021, Angus 
David (Gus) MacIntyre, in 
his 67th year, of 11 Dochas 
Place Lochgilphead. 
Formerly of Strathbren� eld 
and Ardrishaig, and 
Millknowe and Longrow, 
Campbeltown. Dearly loved 
Dad of Vicky, Christine and 
Heather. Adored Papa Bear 
and Grand-Papa. Much 
respected father-in-law of 
Johnny and Kristian. A dear 
brother of Sheena and the 
late Jim, and dear brother-
in-law. Much loved uncle 
and great uncle. A private 
funeral service was held at 
Cardross Crematorium on 
� ursday, March 4, 2021. 
Sadly missed.
MACLULLICH - On 
February 9, 2021, suddenly 
at home, Janet (Annette) 
Anne MacLullich, née 
Graham, in her 85th year, 
beloved wife of the late 
Duncan and much loved 
mother of Alasdair and the 
late Peter, dearly loved sister 
of the late Alastair and 
Duncan, dear sister-in-law 
of Ishbel. A private funeral 
service, owing to current 
restrictions will take place 
at Carrick Cemetery. For 
those wishing to pay their 
respects the cortege will 
leave Tarbert Fish Quay 
(today) Friday, March 5, 
at 11.30am proceed along 
Harbour Street on route to 
the Cemetery.
MCMANUS - Michael 
McManus, March 31, 1956 - 
March 1, 2021. � e family of 
Michael (Mick) McManus 
are sad to announce his 
passing on March 1, 2021 in 
his 65th year. We would like 
to thank everyone for their 
kind words and messages 
and Father Emmet O’Dowd 
for his spiritual comfort.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BUCHANAN – Innes, 
Elaine and family would 
like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their many kind expressions 
of sympathy, � owers, cards, 
phone calls and messages 
following the sad loss of 
� elma. Special thanks to 
Kareen McEachran who 
provided so much special 
care for � elma. � anks 
to Kenneth Blair and 
team for their guidance 
and professionalism, the 
Rev Steve Fulcher for his 
comforting service. Finally 
we would like to thank 
everyone who paid their 
respects to � elma on 
her journey to Kilkerran 
Cemetery.
MACSWEEN - With heavy 
hearts we announce the 
sudden passing of Lady 
Marjory MacSween. Wife of 
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CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 7th March
In line with the current 
Covid restrictions, there 

will be no services held in 
the church building until 

further notice.
Rev Rodger Crooks will 

record the service for
this Sunday and it will be 

available on our
website (see below) and 

on YouTube.
4.00pm  Sunday School 

(by Zoom)
7.30pm Youth Group  (by 

Zoom)
Wednesday 10th March
12 noon  Prayer & Bible 

Study (by Zoom)
www.campbeltownfree-

church.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: 

SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Church services and 
activities suspended
until further notice
Please feel free to 

contact us
Pastor Mark Jasper

01586 554 092
pastor@campbeltown-

communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/

campbeltowncommuni-
tychurch

SC043322

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

The Eucharist will be 
streamed live

each Sunday at 11am
on Facebook 

at ChristChurchLochgilphead
and on

www.midargyllepiscopal
churches.co.uk

CHURCH NOTICES 
SPRINGBANK 

EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH

...let us love one another, 
for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and 

knows God.  - 1 John 4:7
Our building is still closed  

but you are welcome to 
join our

online Praise and Worship 
Zoom Service on

Sunday, 7th  March  
2021 at 11am

To join us online send 
your email address to 

offi  cespringbankchurch@
gmail.com for an 

invitation to Sunday’s 
Zoom meeting  

www.springbankchurch.
org.uk

https://www.facebook.
com/springbankchurch
Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Due to the new regulations 
there will be no services held 
in the churches but an online 
service can be viewed on the 
South Kintyre Team Ministry 

page on YouTube.
Ministers

Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Our meetings in the hall 
are currently cancelled
Gospel message will be 

available via our FB page 
every Sunday

If we can be of any 
assistance to anyone 

during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046 

Major Ruth Russell
 Scottish Charity Number SCO09359

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Please note due to 

lockdown restrictions 
our church is closed until 

further notice. We will 
be back in action as soon 
as it is safe to do so. Until 

then stay safe.

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

ST KIERAN’S 
RC CHURCH

Current restriction 
announced by the 

Scottish Government 
mean it is necessary to 
close places of worship. 
Therefore, Holy Mass 
will regrettably only 
be celebrated without 

people present and 
will be broadcast on 
Facebook (https://

www.facebook.com/
campbeltownrcchurch) 

and Zoom (Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/6593787274), at 10am 
Friday-Wednesday.

Anyone requiring pastoral 
care should contact Fr. 
Wood: 01586 552160 or 
campbeltown@rcdai.

org.uk.

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings are 
closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you informed 

& provide opportunities 
for worship on-line

Please look it up & keep 
in touch

www.northknapdale.org

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

There will be no services in 
the church

 during present Covid 19 
restrictions

There will be a message on
our Facebook page

each Wednesday and 
Sunday

Rev W Crossan

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

The churches are currently 
closed - a refl ection from 

the Rev Lyn Peden will be 
available on the Church 
of Scotland in Tarbert, 
Kilberry and Skipness 

Facebook page 
01880820158

Charity numbers Tarbert 
SC002622 and Skipness 

SC004280

ARDRISHAIG AND 
SOUTH KNAPDALE 

PARISHES
There will be
No Services

in
Ardrishaig or Achahoish 

Churches
until further notice.
Weekly Refl ections

will continue to be available
at the gates of the churches

(Malachi 3)

the late Professor Sir Roddy 
MacSween, irreplaceable 
mother of Ruth and Gordon, 
mother in law to Graeme 
and Jo, beloved Granny 
Mac to grandchildren Ben, 
Tess, Jamie, Sammy and 
Alex, she will be missed 
by all. She was a true force 
of nature in her time, and 
those who knew her will 
miss her joie de vivre, her 
soup, her baking, and her 
general enthusiasm for all 
things, especially family, 
friends, golf, and garden. 
Determined, strong, 
competitive, witty, and 
sharp as a tac to the end, 
her legendary putt-sinking, 
card-sharpening and 
crossword-solving skills 
and her utterly indomitable 
spirit will live on for some 
time, we suspect. A � tting 
Celebration of Life will be 
held at a later date - Ruth 
and Gordon will con� rm 
when lock down allows.  
MCLEAN - Martha, 
Myra, Sandy and families 
would like to express their 
heartfelt thanks to all for 
phone calls, messages, 
cards, � owers, baking and 
hampers received following 
the sad loss of Willie. Also 
to the following, who 
cared for Willie in such a 
compassionate way - sta�  
at Campbeltown Hospital, 
Caroline Henderson, and 
the Community Nurses, 
Carr Gomm Carers, and 
the Ambulance Sta� . Also 
to Mari Allibone for all her 
invaluable help. To Kenny 
Blair and family for such 
a professional and caring 
service, and to Rev. Steve 
Fulcher for his care, and 
for a beautiful service at the 
graveside. Also to all those 
who paid their respects 
as Willie made his � nal 
journey. All the kindness 
shown to us has been greatly 
appreciated.
MUNRO - � e family of the 
late Charlie Munro would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends, neighbours and 
work colleagues for the 
many kind expressions 
of sympathy, phone 
calls, cards and messages 
received following their 
recent sad loss. We would 
like to thank all the NHS 
and Macmillan sta� , with 
a special thanks to Dr 

Hutchison at Mid Argyll 
Hospital and Dr Ogilvie, 
Donna, Sandra, Gillian and 
Karen at Oban Hospital; for 
all their care and attention 
they gave to Charlie over the 
last few years. Our thanks 
to Belinda Braithwaite of 
the Humanist Society for 
a personal and upli� ing 
ceremony; Donald 
MacDonald for caring and 
e�  cient arrangements; 
Corinna for beautiful 
� oral tributes, and to the 
gravediggers for their 
attendance at the service. 
Finally, our thanks to all 
who paid their respects as 
the funeral cortege travelled 
to Achnabreac Cemetery.

IN MEMORIAMS
BROWN - Janet Nicolson 
McLean, passed away 
February 28, 2011.
We think of you in silence
We o� en speak your name
But all we have are 
memories
And your picture in a frame
Your resting place we visit
And put � owers there with 
care
But no one knows the 
heartache
As we turn and leave you 
there.
- From the family home and 
away.

BURTON – For our boys 
Paul and David.
In our hearts and minds 
forever.
- � e Burton Family, Oban 
and East Kilbride.
 
MCGUINNESS - In loving 
memory of Robert, dear 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle, died March 8, 2016.
Jesus take care of Robert 
and love him as we do,
Because he was everything, 
loving, kind and true.
From the family in Ayr, 
Lochgilphead and Carlisle. 
 
MCMILLAN - It’s been a 
tough year Gordon
A year without touch
No hugs from the family
Miss them so much
It won’t be forever
We’ll be together someday
But our reunion with you 
son
Stays further away.
Loved and missed always.
 

PERSONAL NOTICES

Happy 
70th 

Marna.
Lots of love 
from all the 
family xx
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A new project will celebrate 
Scotland’s sporting her-
itage and aim for a better 
understanding of it and the 
collections that exist across the 
country.

Museums, community 
groups, sports clubs and indi-
viduals are coming together 
with the Scotland Sporting 
Heritage Network for the 
launch of a scoping project, 
made possible through a grant 
from the National Heritage 
Lottery Fund.

� ey will work to discover, 
protect, preserve and celebrate 
the wide variety of Scotland’s 
sporting collections.

Hugh Dan MacLennan, di-
rector of the Scotland Sporting 
Heritage Network, who is 
overseeing the project, said: 
‘We are delighted to receive 
this funding from the National 
Heritage Lottery Fund that will 
really help us to understand 
the collections which exist in 
Scotland that tell the story of 
our rich sporting heritage.

‘Without this joint e� ort by 
all those involved to try and 
gain as much understanding 
and information as we can, we 
know there will be collections 
that are at risk of loss or de-
struction and, with them, the 
stories they tell. If you have a 
sporting collection, no matter 
what size or sport, please get in 
touch.’

It is hoped the project will 

Winter action at Lochgilphead club
Sunday February 28 saw another successful gents’ winter 
league day at Lochgilphead Golf Club.

Three ties were played, with Grant MacDougall overcom-
ing Andy Law, Tom Campbell beating Jim Hunter and Alex 
MacAulay winning against Alistair MacArthur.

The sweep was won by Grant, with a score of 42 points. 
Nearest the pins were won by Alex and Scott Cameron.

As well as the start of the championship and du� ers’ 
derby, this week it is the semi-� nals of the gents’ winter 
league, with Alex up against the reigning - or is it raining - 
champion Tom and Grant up against Scott.

Celebrating and preserving 
Scotland’s sports heritage

also support Scotland’s sport-
ing collections to be better un-
derstood and help identify the 
role sport plays in wider issues 
around health and wellbeing.

� e research is being con-
ducted by archive specialists 
Turnstone Consultancy.

Research lead Kat Petersen 
added: ‘Sporting heritage 
might be tidily boxed up in 
an archive or accumulating in 
a cupboard in your o�  ce or 
clubhouse. 

‘However it is being stored 
or displayed, if you have any 
records or objects relating to 
sports in Scotland we would 
love to hear from you.’

If anyone is aware of any 
sporting collections which may 
be of interest, or at risk in some 
way, an online survey is avail-
able for completion. Contact 
turnstonearch@gmail.com for 
more information.

Further detail on the project 
can be found on the www.
s p o r t i n g h e r i t a g e . o r g . u k 
website.

Project launched to 
uncover and protect 
sporting collections

Hugh Dan MacLennan, 
director of the Scotland 
Sporting Heritage Network, 
is overseeing the project.

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Above: Badenoch Shinty 
Memories Group, with 
Shinty Memories ambassa-
dor Donnie Grant MBE, front 
second left, with family and 
committee members. 

A selection of books from the National Library of Scotland 
recording the history of a wide range of sports. 
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