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As the UK leaves the European 
Union, there are fears Argyll’s 
seafood exporters could face 
hurdles getting produce to vital 
continental markets.

� e Scottish Salmon 
Producers Organisation (SSPO) 
this week demanded the UK 
Government delivers on its 
commitment to prioritise per-
ishable seafood from January 1.

Many seafood companies saw 
tonnes of fresh produce bound 
for the European Christmas 
market go to waste a� er 
France announced a 48-hour 
suspension of travel from the 
UK, leading to a huge build up 
of lorry tra�  c near the Port of 
Dover.

� at move followed 
Westminster ordering of a 
‘tier four’ lockdown of south 
east England from December 
20 amid concerns about a new 
variant of Covid-19. Freight 
was allowed to move again 
from Wednesday December 

Turn to page three to read 
the moving story of Carla, 
a rescued Rottweiler with 
cigarette burns on her ears 
and scared of a lifted hand.

With a little loving care, 
she became a devoted 
member of an Argyll family 
– and a champion to boot.

Her family has appealed 
for others to give a rescue 
dog a loving home.

Brexit unease looms after 
seafood Christmas crisis

22, but only a� er drivers tested 
negative for the virus. 

SSPO chief executive Tavish 
Scott said that if swi�  action 
was not taken, Scotland’s sea-
food exporters are going to face 
‘a second transport crisis’.

He added: ‘� ey have already 
lost millions having been shut 
out of the European market in 
the run-up to Christmas. � ey 
cannot a� ord to go through 
that again. � at is why the UK 
Government has to act now and 
make it clear that prioritising 
seafood consignments has to 
happen without delay.’

Trade body Seafood Scotland 
said the situation had given a 
‘terrifying insight’ into what 
the situation could be from 
January 1.

Donna Fordyce, Seafood 
Scotland chief executive, 
warned of ‘a red tape blockade 
which will likely have exactly 
the same impact’ as the 
pre-Christmas di�  culties.

Tarbert shell� sh producer 
Jamie McMillan of Lochfyne 
Langoustines took to Twitter 

to vent his frustration in a 
series of videos. He slammed 
Westminster politicians, call-
ing for them to ‘get their act to-
gether’ as thousands of lorries 
backed up before Christmas.

He said: ‘Access to markets is 
key for Scottish food and drink 
exporters. � ree days before 
Christmas and we can’t get our 
product to market in France or 
Spain. It’s a disaster for us.’

In later videos he thanked his 
UK customers for their support 
while hitting the road to sell 
produce.

Mr McMillan was relieved 
on December 27 to see a lorry 
loaded with live shell� sh – 
lobsters, langoustines, razor 
clams and cockles – heading to 
France, saying: ‘Fingers crossed 
there are no delays.’

� e following day he report-
ed: ‘� e good news is my truck 
made the delivery deadline in 
France.’

But he posed the question: 
‘What’s going to happen a� er 
Brexit? Will we still get access 
to markets so easily?’

Left: Owner Bob with his 
family’s beloved Carla. 

Give a rescue 
dog a home, 
just like Carla

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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Brexit unease looms after 

Wishing all our readers and 
advertisers a happy, healthy 
and prosperous New Year
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POLICE FILES
Man charged after 
car found crashed
At around 6.30am on 
Monday December 28, a car 
was found to have crashed 
into a tree just o� the A816 
near Ardfern. A 51-year-old 
man was subsequently 
arrested for failing to state 
who the driver of the vehicle 
was and failing to provide a 
breath specimen. A�er being 
taken to Lochgilphead police 
station the man was charged 
with the o�ences, and for 
failing to provide a breath 
specimen. A report will been 
submitted to the procurator 
�scal. 

No insurance – 
vehicle seized
On Tuesday December 15 
at around 3.15am, a car 
was traced by police on the 
A819 at Inveraray. Checks 
revealed there appeared to 
be no insurance in force for 
the vehicle and the driver, a 
man aged 41, allegedly had a 
revoked driving licence. He 
was charged with the o�ences 
and the vehicle seized. A 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator �scal.

Shinty pitch 
damaged
�e Winterton shinty pitch 
in the grounds of Inveraray 
Castle was damaged a�er 
a vehicle was driven over 
the pitch at some point 
between Saturday December 
5 and Monday December 
21, creating ruts. Police are 
investigating the incident 
and are appealing for 
witnesses or anyone with 
information to contact them 
on 101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Shoplifting theft
About 2pm on Tuesday 
December 22, in a shop in 
Lochnell Street, and an-
other shop in Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead, some items 
were stolen. Police traced and 
arrested a 39-year-old man 
a short time later in Oban 
Road, Lochgilphead. �e 
stolen items were recovered 
nearby. He was charged with 
the the� and a report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
�scal.

Drugs warning
On �ursday December 24 
at about 3.50pm, in Ross 
Crescent, Lochgilphead, a 
man aged 38 was searched 
by police and  found in 
possession of a small amount 
of cannabis. �e man was 
charged and issued with a 
recordable police warning.

MOJO, the popular festival 
celebrating home-grown 
Argyll talent, has extended its 
deadline for acts to apply to 
perform.

In common with other social 
events, MOJO 2020 could not 
be held due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, but organisers of 
the Ardfern extravaganza are 
hopeful that 2021 will allow 
bands and singers from across 
Argyll to delight the audience 
once again with their original 
music.

Aiming to hold MOJO at 
Craignish Village Hall on May 
15, the deadline for demo sub-
missions has been extended to 
March 7 to allow as many acts 
as possible to come forward.

�e basic criteria are:
z Your music must be origi-

nal – no covers;
 z You can perform a 30-40 

minute set of your own music;
z You are from, or have 

strong connections with, 
Argyll;

An Arrochar car park leased 
by Argyll and Bute Council 
has been placed on the mar-
ket – for an asking price of 
£150,000.

Property consultancy 
Galbraith is handling the sale 
of what it describes in sales 
literature as ‘a prime 4.3-acre 
site with an active car park at 
Arrochar, Argyll and Bute’.

Harry Graham of Galbraith 
said: ‘�e land includes an 
area developed as a car park 
and potentially o�ers the 
opportunity for alternative 
development, subject to 
the necessary planning 
permissions.’

�e site extends to ap-

proximately 1.74 hectares 
(4.3 acres) in total, with 
approximately one hectare 
(2.47 acres) of grassland 
overlooking Loch Long.

A council spokesperson 
said: ‘�e car park is owned 
by Luss Estates and it is the 
one nearer Arrochar. It has 
been leased to the council 
for a number of years but the 
lease has expired and Luss 
Estates has decided to market 
the property for sale.

‘�e council has agreed 
with Luss Estates to continue 
to operate the car park in the 
meantime until the outcome 
of the marketing process is 
known.’

Christmas  day 
tragedy in Tarbert
Villagers were shocked and 
saddened following a �re 
in Tarbert during the early 
hours of Christmas Day in 
which a 41-year-old man 
died.

Joe McKay, chief o�cer 
with Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service (SFRS) 
for Argyll and Bute, East 
Dunbartonshire and West 
Dunbartonshire, said: ‘We 
were alerted at 5.31am 
on Friday December 25 to 
reports of a �re at a residen-
tial property in Garval Road, 
Tarbert.

‘Operations control 
mobilised four appliances to 
the a�ected ground �oor �at 
which sits within a two-sto-
rey building and �re�ghters 
extinguished the �re.

‘Very sadly, a man was 
pronounced deceased at 
the scene and our thoughts 
remain very �rmly with his 
family, friends and the wider 
community at this di�cult 
time.’

SFRS �re investigation 
o�cers and police attended, 
and a Police Scotland 
spokesperson con�rmed 
there are no apparent 
suspicious circumstances, 
with a report to be submit-
ted to the procurator �scal.

�e chief o�cer of Argyll 
and Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership (HSCP) is 
to take up a national social 
care role with the Scottish 
Government.

Joanna Macdonald will join 
the Scottish Government 
once a successor has been 
appointed to lead the HSCP.

�e move has been hailed as 
an opportunity for the needs 
of rural and island communi-
ties to help in�uence national 
policy.

David Park, the NHS 
Highland interim depute 
chief executive, thanked Ms 
Macdonald for her service.

He said: ‘Joanna has been a 
huge asset to the partnership 
and to NHS Highland more 
widely in her nine years 

with the organisation. She 
has played a vital role in our 
response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and is endlessly 
supportive of the people in 
our care. Joanna is a cham-
pion in particular for those 
in remote communities. Her 
experience, expertise and hu-
mour will be greatly missed 
and we wish her all the best 
in her new role.’

Ms Macdonald said: ‘We all 
have families or friends who 
need social care services at 
some point in their lives. It 
will be a privilege, therefore, 
to contribute to developing 
national social care policies 
that work for the people who 
need them. I will be sorry to 
leave Argyll and Bute; it is an 
amazing place.’

Deadline extended for 
new, fresh Argyll music

Oban band 4Below performs at MOJO 2019. 06_a43MOJO05

z You or your band are aged 
16 and over;

 To apply, musicians are 
asked to send a short descrip-
tion of their music accompa-
nied with a demo – video, EP, 
Soundcloud, YouTube, are all 
accepted – to the MOJO Argyll 
Facebook page.

Previous MOJO artists can 
re-apply, provided it is with 
new material.

For more information visit 
the MOJO Argyll Facebook 
page or call Dan Sloan-
Gri�ths on 01546 602429.

Arrochar car park goes on the market

Health chief takes 
up national role
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An Argyll couple have urged 
people to give a rescue dog a 
home a� er saying goodbye 
to their beloved pet – a past 
champion at Mid Argyll Show.

Rottweiler Carla was four 
years old when she was adopt-
ed from the Rottweiler Rescue 
Centre in Glasgow by Julie and 
Bob Grove from Eleraig, just 
north of Kilmelford.

Carla passed away a few days 
before Christmas at the age of 
15.

She died a champion, having 
won the overall open dog 
championship at the 2019 Mid 
Argyll Show. With corona-
virus halting the 2020 show, 
Carla never lost her crown.

‘She gave us loyal love for 11 
years and had such a happy 
life,’ said Julie. ‘� e kennels 
said she had anxiety issues 
when we � rst met her, and they 

felt she had cigarette burns on 
her ears and was frightened if 
anyone raised their hands to 
her. 

‘I want to show what a good 
life a dog can have if you 

give them plenty of love and 
a� ection.’ 

Carla made the front page 
of the Argyllshire Advertiser 
in August 2019 a� er winning 
Mid Argyll Show, and Julie 

added: ‘Carla was looking 
forward to defending her title 
at the show in 2020 but it was 
cancelled due to Covid.’

In 2020 Carla developed a 
tumour in her mouth and had 
an operation in October to 
remove it. Sadly, it came back 
and she was unable to eat.

‘We had to say goodbye to 
her on � ursday December 17,’ 
Julie explained.

� ough it is a bit too soon 
yet, Julie and Bob agree that 
they would have no hesitation 
in choosing another rescue 
dog.

‘Carla had an amazing life 
with us,’ said Julie. ‘When she 
came to us she was nervous of 
the car, but in those 11 years 
she learned to love the car, 
travelled by ships, trains, buses 
and recently she even ventured 
on a plane. Wherever she went 
people would admire her. She 
made us proud of her each day 
and gave us so much love.’

Hoping to li�  the spirits and 
spread a little Christmas cheer, 
Co-op sta�  worked hard as 
Santa’s little helpers, donating   
and delivering to Mid Argyll 
charities.

Following a di�  cult year, sta�  
from the Lochgilphead store felt 
it was important to show their 
gratitude to the community for 
all their support. A total of £200 
worth of stock was gi� ed to the 
residents of Ardfenaig Care 
Home to help them celebrate 
Christmas.

Alison Macdonald of 
Ardfenaig Care Home said: 
‘We are overwhelmed by the 
generosity of the Co-op. � e 
residents and sta�  appreciate 
the support.’

� e Co-op’s generosity didn’t 
stop there, with a donation also 
made to the charity Moving On 

Mid Argyll (MO-MA), which 
received £250 worth of stock 
for its food bank.

Mid Argyll Youth 
Development Services was 
given baking goods; Badden 
Farm Nursery received prod-
ucts to be included in a hamper 
ra�  e; and, as part of the 
Co-op’s UK-wide Little Acts of 
Christmas Kindness, the sta�  
at Lochgilphead’s Royal Mail 
sorting o�  ce were treated to 
tea, co� ee, biscuits and sweets 
as a thank you for all their hard 
work. 

Lochgilphead Co-op manager 
Mark Crawford said: ‘We hope 
to continue work to help the 
area’s charities and support the 
community. We hope our cus-
tomers had a merry Christmas 
and that 2021 is better than the 
past year.’

Tina Holloway 
and Mark 
Crawford of 
Lochgilphead 
Co-op hand 
over Christmas 
gifts for 
Ardfenaig Care 
Home residents 
to Alison 
Macdonald. 

Love rescues Carla 
the champion dog 

Winning 
the 2019 
Mid Argyll 
Show dog 
champion-
ship, with 
devoted 
owner Julie. 
51_a33MAS23_

dogchampion2

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.ukSpreading a little cheer
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Walk Information
Route: Castle Dounie cir-
cular from Crinan Harbour. 
Additional options for Creag 
Mhor and Cnoc Reamhar.
Distance: 6.5km (4 miles)/ 
8km (5 miles)/ 12km (7.5 
miles)
Ascent: 280 – 670m
Time: 2.5 – 5hrs (allow extra 
time to savour the views)
Terrain: paths, tracks and 
road on the short circuit 
with some uneven, steep and 
muddy sections. �e longer 
options include rough, steep, 
exposed and pathless terrain 
requiring good navigation 

skills, best undertaken when 
the bracken has died down.
Map/s: OS Landranger 55 
(1:50 000); OS Explorer 358 
(1:25 000)
S t a r t / F i n i s h / P a r k i n g : 
Crinan Harbour (or Crinan 
Basin, less than 1km away)
Grid reference: NR783941

Public transport: Bus route 
425, 426 (Crinan basin and 
cottages)
Toilets: No

During the wintry weather 
and shorter days it can be 
tricky �tting in longer walks 
and time for exploring the 
outdoors.

What is fantastic about 
Knapdale and Kintyre is 
that we only have to go a 
short distance to gain truly 

Heather’s Treks: From Castle Dounie to serpentine ridges
Heather Thomas-Smith runs Heathery Heights, a walking company based in Lochgilphead, offering a bespoke guided walking service, from 
holiday explorations and wild forays to long distance challenges or fun navigation days. She has travelled and trekked throughout the world but 
now lives in Argyll amongst the scenery she loves. 

spectacular views. �e three 
walks in this edition vary 
from relatively short, using 
tracks and paths to the lovely 
viewpoint of Castle Dounie, 
to challenging, where the 
terrain is tough underfoot and 
good route �nding skills are 
required. 

All three start at Crinan 
harbour before climbing up 
through oak and birch woods 
to gain open vistas with views 
to Jura, Scarba and Mull. 

�e convoluted ridge walks 
are rugged and wild, the steep 
sides sweeping down to the 
Sound of Jura where tides race 
and swirl. If you are lucky you 
may see pods of dolphins or 
even whales.

1. At the car park a signboard 
shows the Crinan Trail. �is is 
the shorter of the routes but all 
three start and �nish together. 
Leave the car park and turn 
le�. Keeping to the road by 
the shore you will see a trail 
marker post ahead leading you 
brie�y along the shore before 
the path heads into oak woods. 
A�er 400m the path bends 
sharply le�. To the right a faint 
trail heads west towards the 
Sailor’s Grave but your route 
starts its steep muddy ascent to 
the forestry road above.

2. On reaching the road turn 
right, a�er 300m you will 
reach a bench and the �rst 
junction to your le�. Here 
you have a choice; either come 
back from the track ahead or 
to your le�. All routes can be 
undertaken in either direction. 

I suggest for the longer routes 
you go straight on and for the 
Crinan Trail you go le�.

3. For the Crinan Trail follow 
the waymark posts and arrows. 
A�er 1.5km the route turns 
right onto a path and winds 
up and down with glimpses 
of views to come. Turn le� at a 
sign for a viewpoint. �is will 
take you up to the knoll atop 
which the remains of Castle 
Dounie, a prehistoric dun, 
command spectacular views 
over the sound towards the 
Gulf of Corryvreckan. 

�ere it is said the Cailleach 
Bheur, a giant witch, once 
washed her plaid in its whirl-
pools. Enjoy the vista before 
returning down to the junction 
and turn le�. �e path now 
meanders down to the forestry 
road. Turn right and head 
north round the coast above 
Adnoe Point and back to your 
path down to Crinan harbour.

4. For the longer walks, go 
straight ahead at the bench 
(towards Carsaig). Follow the 
track for nearly 2km, which 
leads you round a couple 
of hairpin bends and above 
Adnoe Point, before turning 
south. Keep your eyes open for 
the waymark posts and turn 
le� onto a path. Head uphill for 
500m. At the viewpoint sign 
turn right up to Castle Dounie 
and enjoy. To your south is the 
ridge that leads to Creag Mhor.

5. Immediately a�er drop-
ping from Castle Dounie you 
will see a broken down wall 
on your right. Follow this for 

a short distance until you can 
start to work your way up onto 
the ridge to your right, by a 
couple of birch trees with coni-
fers on the skyline above. �e 
ridge walk is convoluted, airy, 
rough and summits numerous 
lumps and bumps with fantas-
tic views. Keep to the crest or 
east side as the drop-o�s to the 
west are impressive but not to 
be dallied with. �e highest 
rocky bump of Creag Mhor is 
parallel to the north end of the 
rocks o�shore.

6. A�er 15 minutes of knob-
bly and exposed ridge walking 
– if you do not fancy tackling 
navigation along walls in 
woods – this is now the time 
to keep an eye out for an 
obvious wide �rebreak (gap) 
in the trees, below to your le�. 
�is leads you at a 90° angle 
straight to a forestry track 
in the valley below. To check 
you have the right point look 
across from the �rebreak and 
you should see a wall continue 
the line on the other side. Head 
down the �rebreak to the track 
and turn le�. �is will take 
you back to the junction by 
the bench where you can turn 
right on the forest road then 
le� to return down the path to 
Crinan harbour.

7. If you wish to adventure 
on* and are con�dent with 
your route �nding then 
continue south on the ridge – 
crossing over an old wall not 
on the map – to where it sud-
denly drops to a tiny col with 
forest directly ahead. Ahead is 
a steep little rise with walls on 
it. One drops to the right but it 
is the one going southwest into 
the forest you need to follow, 
for the next 500m. Keeping 
the wall directly on your right, 
circumnavigating the odd 
boulder and ducking the odd 
branch, you will see that the 
deer have created quite a path 
and that the way is o�en clear. 
Eventually it drops you very 
steeply down to a stream with 
another wall directly ahead. 
Turn le�, southeast, up the 
stream with the wall on your 
right – it is boggy – until you 
reach a quaint waterfall on 
your le�. A small break in the 
wall to your right allows you 
to escape the trees that have 
fallen across the wall higher 
up. Continue with it on your 
le� across a tree harvested area 

Cnoc Reamhar summit. 
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Heather’s Treks: From Castle Dounie to serpentine ridges
Heather Thomas-Smith runs Heathery Heights, a walking company based in Lochgilphead, offering a bespoke guided walking service, from 
holiday explorations and wild forays to long distance challenges or fun navigation days. She has travelled and trekked throughout the world but 
now lives in Argyll amongst the scenery she loves. 

and up the bump ahead. You 
will pop out onto a track end.

8. Follow this short track 
down to the forest road below. 
Turn right and almost imme-
diately turn le�  onto a grassy 
track that crosses a stream and 
heads east up into the forest. 
A� er 200m you will come to a 
sharp le� -hand bend. Directly 
in front of you a wall goes 
steeply up into the trees. � is 
is your route up to Bealach na 
Moine. It leads up slippery, 
mossy rock for 100m, over a 
barbed wired fence (sit mats 
are good for protection), up a 
very rough and eroded track 
for nearly 150m, past a spring 
hidden with fallen trees, then 
over more pleasant grass and 
moss to the col. 

� is last section makes you 
realise why it is worth the ef-
fort as views open up east and 
west. Turn right over a couple 
of steep little hillocks on the 
ridge. Suddenly ahead you will 
see your goal, the trig point and 
the summit of Cnoc Reamhar, 
also known as Gallachoille 
Hill and a Marilyn to boot. It 
really is a fantastic view.

9. To return either descend 

Map of the routes. 

View to Jura from Castle Dounie. 

View over the Sound of Jura from Cnoc .

� e described routes and accompanying 
information are a guide and do not replace 
the use of map and compass and the skills 
required to use them. 

Whilst every e� ort is made to ensure the 
route is accurate at the time of going to print 
please be aware track and path closures can 
happen at any time. All walks are undertak-
en at your own risk. 

Please continue to adhere to current 
guidelines as set out by the government, 

exercise responsibly and use appropriate 
clothing and equipment for your chosen 
outdoor activity. Inform a contact about your 
route/whereabouts. 

Don’t forget your phone, snacks, drink, any 
medication/� rst aid supplies you may need 
and to check weather conditions. 

Most walks are dog friendly but please 
keep your dog under close control, especially 
around livestock and wildlife. Please follow 
the Scottish Outdoor Access Code.

the way you came or drop 
down from one of the breaks in 
the ridge to the north end of the 
small lochan on the west side 
of the summit, and follow the 
faint Landover track north to 
the spring. Re-join your ascent 
route, taking care on the way 
down. Turn right (north) at the 
forest road; it is now an easy 

3km back to the junction with 
the bench. Turn right then le�  
a� er 200m, following the path 
back to Crinan harbour.

*You can also drop down the 
� rebreak and turn right on 
the track to join the route up 
to Cnoc Reamhar, if contin-
uing along the ridge does not 
appeal.

Safety in the outdoors
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A look back on a year like no other – July to December

July
Lochgilphead solicitor Mrs 
Jane MacLeod was appointed 
by Her Majesty the Queen to 
succeed Patrick Stewart as the 
� rst female Lord-Lieutenant 
for Argyll and Bute.

Mrs MacLeod said: ‘I only 
hope I can carry on his good 
work and I am very much 
looking forward to embarking 
on this new challenge.’

Plans to transform Mid 
Argyll Community Pool 
(MACPool) into a health and 

well-being community hub 
were boosted by a   £700,000 
grant from the National 
Lottery Community Fund, 
to add to £400,000 from 
the Scottish Government 
Regeneration Capital Grant 
Fund awarded in February and 
£95,000 from the Robertson 
Trust.

� e lottery funding meant 
that Mid Argyll Community 
Enterprises Ltd could brief 
architects and move closer to 
the construction stage.

August
On August 4 a major landslide 
struck the A83 at the Rest and 
be � ankful, the latest in a 
series over the previous decade 
and a half. Six weeks later, it 
happened again in a prolonged 
landslide. � e old military 
road, running below the A83 
at the foot of Glen Croe, has 
been used as a detour but, 
with safety in mind, the trunk 

road operator and Transport 
Scotland have regularly closed 
this too, during heavy rainfall, 
given the instability of the 
slope above. While govern-
ment seeks a better solution, 
teams have worked in tough 
conditions to repair the road, 
build new ‘catch pits’, install 
a debris barrier above the A83 
and, more recently, place a 
barrier or bund beside the old 
military road as protection.

Jane MacLeod, 
Argyll and 
Bute’s 
new Lord-
Lieutenant.

September
� ough not the � rst cases 
in Mid Argyll, Covid-19 
suddenly seemed closer than 
ever a� er two senior pupils at 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus 
tested positive for the virus. 
Contact tracing and isolation 
protocols were put in place in a 
safety-� rst approach by health 
and local authorities.

Transport Scotland unveiled 
11 alternatives to the current 
A83 at the Rest, including 

some expensive ideas with 
multiple bridges – but no tun-
nels – across Loch Fyne, Loch 
Long and the Firth of Clyde. 
With a decision yet to be made, 
many believe the chosen route 
will be one of the cheapest  – 
simply up the opposite side of 
Glen Croe.

Meanwhile, Lochgilphead li-
brarian Carol Lawson climbed 
the equivalent of Everest in her 
dad’s memory, raising more 
than £3,000 for Macmillan 
Cancer support.One of the many landslides on the A83 at the Rest.

Carol Lawson cycling in her dad’s memory.
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A look back on a year like no other – July to December
October
Mid Argyll was set to lose 
yet another bank a�er TSB 
announced plans to close its 
Lochgilphead branch in 2021, 
as part of 73 such closures, 
including Campbeltown, 
Dunoon and Rothesay. 

A bank spokesperson said 
the bank was ‘clearly witness-
ing a substantial shi� towards 
digital banking’. Mid Argyll 
councillor Dougie Philand 
said: ‘�e banks were bailed 
out by public money years ago 
and now should be supporting 
fragile communities at this 
di�cult time.’

Less than a month a�er its 
launch, the fund to purchase 
Inveraray Pier for the commu-
nity had raised almost £3,000 
towards a £100,000 target. 
�e neglected pier has been 
o�ered to the community by 
new owner Geaspar Byrne for 
the price he paid for it. 

To donate, visit the 
GoFundMe website and 
search ‘Inveraray Pier Fund’.

November
Jilly Wilson of Lochgilphead’s 
Square Peg was crowned the 
overall Argyll and Bute cham-
pion in the �rst High Street 
Heroes awards.

She was recognised for 
supporting communities 
in Lochgilphead and in 
Tayvallich, during lockdown, 
working seven days a week to 
ful�l orders from her shop. 
She and her small team of 

sta� also fed between 120 
and 180 Balfour Beatty and 
other essential workers during 
lockdown.

Midton Acrylics and the 
Salty Dog Cafe were also hon-
oured as Lochgilphead High 
Street Heroes.

Tributes were paid to Argyll 
and Bute provost Len Scoullar, 
who passed away aged 81 on 
November 15. �e Bute mem-
ber was described as ‘a gentle-
man and model councillor’.

December
Not for the �rst time, the peo-
ple of Tarbert and Mid Argyll 
showed generosity described 
as ‘amazing’ by organisers 
of the area’s Salvation Army 
Christmas appeal. 

One young Tarbert girl, 
Grace McArthur, used her 
birthday money to buy gi�s – 
and ordered her family to do 
the same.

Speaking for her proud 
family, Grace’s aunty Marie 
said: ‘She’s the most sel�ess 
eight-year-old I know.’

A�er a year like no oth-
er,  Tarbert has come up with 
a Christmas tree like few in 
existence. 

Rather than a Sitka spruce, 
the village took inspiration 
from its �shing heritage to 
create a spectacular Christmas 
‘tree’ from �shing creels.

Jilly, front left, with some of her team, left to right: Emma 
Smyth, Jennifer Robertson, Ishbel Henderson and Karen 
MacRae. 

Inveraray Pier, which the community is fundraising to buy.

Grace McArthur showed 
the way with her Christmas 
kindness. 

FOLLOWUS
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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Deeply damaging to farming
Sir,
As always in such matters, the UK-EU Brexit 
deal will invariably throw up more than a few 
surprises aside from the usual headlines herald-
ing a British ‘victory’ in negotiations.

� e fact that, for example, seed potatoes are 
not to be included in the deal will be deeply 
damaging to our rural economy.

Scottish seed potato farmers are one of the 
biggest exporters of potatoes in the world, 
from which crops are grown to be used in the 
production of the ware crop, chips and crisps. 
� e sector in Scotland accounts for around 80 
per cent of UK production and is worth about 
£122 million annually.

One � � h of these exports go to the EU, 
amounting to more than 20,000 tonnes a year.

� is is clearly a disastrous Brexit outcome for 
Scottish farmers and like all other aspects of 
Brexit, foisted on Scotland against its will.

A terrible negotiating failure on the part of the 
Tory government, and a devastating blow to an 
extremely valuable part of Scotland’s farming 
industry, I am sure it will not be the � rst dam-
aging impact to be highlighted once the deal is 
fully analysed.

Alex Orr, Edinburgh

Is this a good use of our cash?
Sir,
� e report on the Piers and Harbours Asset 
Management Plan and Fees and Charges – 
2021/22, submitted to the Argyll and Bute 
Council Harbour Board meeting of December 
3, 2020 makes interesting reading.

At a time when budgets are tight and councils 
have had to make hard decisions about where to 
cut services, it is di�  cult to understand why the 
council budget should be used to supplement 
the funding of dedicated ferry infrastructure 
for which CMAL should be responsible.

� e asset management plan allocates 
£10,335,000 for planned marine infrastructure 
works for the year 2021/22, of which only £1, 
255,000 is devoted to multi-use facilities. 

� e remainder, £9,080,000, is mostly allocated 
to single-use ferry facilities, and a huge pro-
portion of that is to provide overnight parking 
for CalMac ferries (to the exclusion of all other 
vessels); readers will have to make up their own 
minds about the merits of spending £4,050,000 
for an overnight berth at Fionnphort, and 
£100,000 on a feasibility study for a breakwater 
at Lismore.

CMAL pay back around half of the £9,080,000 
to the council through harbour dues for the 
use of council-owned piers, however, that still 
leaves a whopping £4 million gap in the required 
funding.

If past experience of other CMAL projects is 
anything to go by, the planned eight per cent 
increase in council harbour fees and charges up 
to 2028/29 is not going to cover it.

Fergus Gillanders, Kilmelford

Save stamps to raise funds 
for the vision impaired
Sir,
Last year, 2020, was challenging and, although 
many people like to give generously to charity 

at Christmas time, it may have been di�  cult to 
make a donation this festive season.

It’s not too late – you can still help support the 
Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) 
by collecting and donating used stamps from 
cards and parcels you may have received.

Your stamps will be recycled and turned into 
vital funds that will help RNIB support children 
with vision impairment. 

By donating your stamps, you can help to 
make good things happen for these children, 
like ensuring they receive a letter from Santa in 
a format they can read in future.

To get involved and receive a pre-paid enve-
lope for your stamps, visit  www.rnib.org.uk/
stamps or call 0303 123 9999.

A� er this, all you need to do is send your 
stamps using RNIB’s freepost envelopes, and 
they’ll take care of the rest. It really is that 
simple!

Show your support for RNIB this festive 
season by collecting stamps and help to make 
life better for blind and partially-sighted people.

� ank you.
Vanessa Feltz, broadcaster and 

television personality

Festive support for British 
Heart Foundation
Sir,
For many people, Christmas is usually a time 
for catching up with friends, raising a glass and 
embracing loved ones. 

But this Christmas would have been very dif-
ferent for most families across the UK, includ-

� e new year is traditionally a time for 
re� ection and making resolutions for the 
12 months ahead.

Many would say we should re� ect only 
brie� y on 2020 and its sadnesses, stress 
and uncertainty before putting it all 
behind us. 

But as noted before in these columns, 
in many ways social isolation brought us 
together in a manner perhaps not seen 
since the Second World War.

Now we look ahead with hope.
One thing we do hope is that politicians, 

civil servants and big business use some 
imagination and begin to take seriously 
the aspirations of Argyll. 

Our region is not a backwater, nor is it 
a retirement home or playground for the 
better o� .

Without economic activity and 
infrastructure to support it, young people 
will stay away, schools and amenities will 
continue to close and our population will 
keep shrinking.

We don’t know about you, but the 
Argyllshire Advertiser is fed up with 
Argyll having to hold out a begging bowl 
for scraps from the table.

� e people of Argyll must speak and act 
with self-belief and pride in our region and 
culture.

Let’s make 2021 the year Argyll found 
her voice again.

Looking ahead with hope
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Advertorial

ing those sadly a� ected by heart and circulatory 
diseases.

� ere are around 720,000 people in Scotland 
living with heart and circulatory diseases, 
including coronary heart disease, stroke and 
vascular dementia. 

We know from the millions of people who have 
turned to us for support in 2020 that so many 
people with heart and circulatory diseases are 
worried about their greater risk from Covid-19 
and that many have been shielding.

With your support, we’ve worked tirelessly 
to be there for people – extending our Heart 
Helpline’s opening hours, providing valuable 
Covid-19 information and continuing to 
fund research with the promise of improved 
treatments. 

Even over Christmas our Heart Helpline was 
open for those who needed us most.

But we need your support now more than ever 
to continue this vital work. 

� e closure of our shops and cancellation of 
fundraising events has had a devastating impact 
on our funds, putting life-saving discoveries in 
peril. We expect our income for 2020 to be cut 
in half. Traditionally, Christmas is a time for 
giving and generosity. 

While some Christmas traditions may have 
changed in 2020, we hope this one hasn’t – your 
support will help us to continue to fund research 
and support millions of people with heart and 
circulatory diseases at a time when they really 
need us.

� ank you for your support.
Dr Charmaine Gri�  ths, chief executive, 

British Heart Foundation

The � rst featured photograph of 2021 was sent to the Advertiser by reader Ian Oliver. Ian said his striking 
photograph of a sunrise over Tayvallich bay was taken while walking his dog on a frosty December 
morning. Send your favourite photographs for publication to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

GETINTOUCH
email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345

SUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE
to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a 

FREEFREEFREE bottle of  bottle of  bottle of 
Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin 

or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*

20
pages of 

Homes & 
Interiors

Untitled-1   1 02/11/2020   09:03:50

The
Perfect 
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Scottish

Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per quarter 
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Call 01778 392014 and quote Noel1 or go to scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

The award winning monthly glossy lifestyle magazine. Scottish Field brings you the very best 
interiors,antiques,gardens,wildlife,motoring and country news along side entertaining and informative writing. 

Get ahead of the fi eld and Christmas wrapped up with a subscription to Scottish Field magazine 
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Around the markets
United Auctions, Stirling, 
Sunday December 27: sold 
7,417 prime sheep, comprising 
6,664 new season lambs selling 
to average 219.42p and 753 
ewes and rams.

New Season Lambs (6,664) – 
Harviesmailing (BTex) £124.00; 
Groan (BTex) £123.00 x2, 
£121.00 and £120.00; Ballechin 
(BTex) £120.00; Groan, Newton 
of Crathie & Hallhill (Tex) 
£119.00; Victoria (Tex) £116.00; 
Isle Cottage (Tex) £115.00; 
Little Raith (Blue Tex) £110.00; 
Pittenkerrie (Suf) £112.00; Easter 
Ochtermuthill (Suf) £109.00; 
Little Raith (Suf) £108.00 and 
£107.50; South Flanders (Suf) 
£107.00; Colony (Chev) £103.00; 
Westwood and Victoria (Chev) 
£102.00; Wardhead and Mead-
ow� eld (Chev) £101.50; Sauchrie 
Mains (Mule) £99.50; Easter 
Craigduckie (Mule) £95.50; 
Drumtee and Easter Bucklyvie 
(Mule) £95.00; South Hill of 
Drips (Cha) £97.50; Glenfernate 
(BF) £96.50; Pittenkerrie and 
Glenfernate (BF) £96.00; Pitcairn 

(BF) £95.00; Dunruchan (BF) 
£94.50.

New Season Lambs (6,664) 
– Wardhead (Tex) 295.00ppk; 
Hallhill (Tex) 277.00ppk and 
261.00ppk; Carse of Trowan 
(Tex) £261.00ppk; Harviesmail-
ing (BTex) 282.00ppk; Ballechin 
(BTex) 273.00ppk; Harviesmail-
ing and Groan (BTex) 267.00ppk; 
Tay and Torridon (Cross) 
246.00ppk; Lathockar (Chev) 
240.00ppk x2 & 232.00ppk; 
West Mains (Chev) 231.00ppk; 
Lathockar (Chev/Mule) 
238.00ppk; Cairntack (Chev/
Mule) 224.00ppk x2; Easter 
Ochtermuthill (Suf) 237.00ppk; 
Meikle Camoquhill (Suf) 
229.00ppk; Newton of Crathie 
(Suf) 228.00ppk; Milnbank 
(Blue Tex) 231.00ppk; Newton 
of Crathie (BF) 224.00ppk; 
Croftintygan (BF) 222.00ppk; 
Allanfauld (BF) 221.00ppk; 
Drumtee and Remony (Mule) 
215.00ppk; Newton of Crathie 
(Mule) 214.00ppk.

Ewes (753) – Hatton Knowe 
(Tex) £160.00; Nethermill 

(Tex) £150.00; West Lundie 
(Tex) £148.00; Allanfauld (Tex) 
£147.00; Over Finlarg (TexX) 
£138.00; Nethermill (TexX) 
£134.00; Newton of Collessie 
(Cont) £130.00 & £123.00; West 
Lundie (BTex) £117.00 and 
£115.00; Broadleys (BFL) £115.00; 
Over Finlarg (Cha) £111.00; Cran-
shaws (Suf) £110.00; Nethermill 
(Suf) £106.00; Wester Kepdowrie 
(SufX) £97.00; Muirend (SufX) 
£96.00; Hill of Errol (Chev/
Mule) £96.00; Over Finlarg 
(Chev) £92.00 and £89.50; 
Pittenkerrie (Chev) £89.00; 
Over Finlarg and Nethermill 
(Mule) £90.00; Highholm (Mule) 
£88.00; Newton of Collessie 
(Mule) £86.00; Coulshill (BF) 
£78.00; Over Finlarg (BF) £76.50; 
Gannochy (BF) £74.00; Newton 
of Crathie (BF) £72.50.

Tups – Coulshill (Tex) £140.00; 
West Mains (Tex) £129.00; West 
Lethans (Tex) £122.00; West 
Lethans (BTex) £104.00 and 
£102.00; Madrissa (Suf) £89.00; 
Wester Coldrain (Cha) £88.00; 
Kerry Cottage (BF) £73.00

NFUS welcomes EU trade deal 
but it is not all good news
� e announcement that a 
trade deal between the UK 
and the EU has been agreed 
just days before the end of the 
transition period is a great 
relief to Scotland’s farmers 
and cro� ers and the wider 
food chain.

Since the EU referendum 
four-and-a-half years ago, 
NFU Scotland has been 
resolute in its belief that a ‘no 
deal’, and the introduction of 
swingeing tari� s on key agri-
cultural products would have 
been a disaster for the sector.

� e detail of the deal, con-
tained within a 2,000-page 
document, must be scrutinised 
and receive parliamentary 
approval. 

It does o� er a platform for 
trade with the EU, but it is 

unlikely to be frictionless.  
Trade will inevitably involve 
signi� cant levels of bureaucra-
cy, additional cost and delays, 
particularly in early January 
whilst new systems at the 
borders bed in.

In addition, the decision by 
the EU to grant third country 
listing status to the UK on 
December 23 and approve ex-
ports of meat, dairy and other 
products of animal origin is 
seen as crucial. Scottish red 
meat exports to the EU alone 
are worth more than £80 
million.

However, the trade deal has 
failed Scotland’s internation-
ally recognised seed potato 
industry.  

From January 1 it will not be 
possible for Scottish seed pota-

toes to be exported to the EU. 
As an EU member state, 

Britain exported around 
30,000t of seed potatoes, 
worth £13.5 million, to 
mainland Europe each year 
and the majority of these were 
high-health stocks grown in 
Scotland. 

� ere is also signi� cant trade 
with Northern Ireland that 
is now at risk, although great 
e� orts have been made by the 
seed potato trade to export 
earlier to beat the December 
31 deadline. 

NFU Scotland has created 
a step-by-step Brexit prepar-
edness resource for members 
to ensure they have made all 
necessary preparations. To 
view, visit www.nfus.org.uk/
policy/brexit.aspx

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323
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SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
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WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTEDWANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440
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PUBLIC NOTICES

CATTLEMAN
The Rannoch Trust seeks Cattleman for 

a small herd on Rannoch Moor.
Permanent post; good accommodation; 

other estate duties.
Experience with cattle essential.

Apply in writing to: 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch, Rannoch Barracks, 

Rannoch Station, Perthshire, PH17 2QE
or by e-mail to: 

lordpearsonofrannoch@gmail.com;
giving references and experience with cattle [essential].

RECRUITMENT
Argyll and Bute Council

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR REFUSE AND 
RECYCLING COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS

Mid Argyll
Refuse collections due on Friday 25th December will be collected on 
Monday 28th December.
Refuse collections due on Friday 1st January will be collected on 
Monday 4th January.
Commercial glass collections due on Friday 25th December will be 
collected on Sunday 27th December.
All other days will be collected as normal. 
Lingerton recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 25th/26th 
December and 1st/2nd January.

Kintyre
Refuse collections due on Friday 25th December will be collected on 
Sunday 27th December.
Refuse collections due on Friday 1st January will be collected on 
Sunday 3rd January.
Kintyre Recycling collections due on Monday 4th January will be 
collected on Friday 8th January.
Commercial glass collections due on Sunday 27th Dec/3rd Jan will be 
collected on Monday 28th Dec/4th Jan.
All other days will be collected as normal.
The Roading recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 
25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January.
Information is also available from the  
Council website.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/02144/LIB Refurbishment works to existing 

courtyard store, including 
removal of existing collapsed 
roof, replacement and repairs to 
roof, replacement extract duct 
and terminal and installation of 
door (retrospective)

Store At 10 Cross 
Street, 
Campbeltown, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA28 6HU

20/02178/PP Erection of meteorological mast 
(up to 100 metres high)

Land 1.5km North 
West Of Ladyfield 
Cottage, Ladyfield 
Forest, Inveraray, 
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our 
ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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CLASSIFIEDS
METALS WANTED

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

DIGITAL PHOTO EDITINGGARDEN SERVICES

PERSONAL NOTICES

Modest reward 
o� ered for 

return of parts 
of old musket 

broken up 
and deposited 
at Lingerton 
dump before 
Christmas. 

07534 062829

Happy Diamond wedding 
anniversary to Helen on 

January 7th
Loved you then, 
now and forever.

From Billy, 
Southend
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Thought for the Week

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345

As reported in last week’s edition, Inveraray 
Community Council presented its annual 
Unsung Hero Awards just before Christmas.

And as promised, photographs of the winners 
are published this week.

� is year’s winners were David and Cathie 
Owen, proprietors of � e Tipsy Laird shop.

Inveraray Community Council convener 
Linda Divers said: ‘David and Cathie have 
done so much for the community over the 
years in their own quiet way.’ She added: ‘I’ve 
never known anyone to be turned away empty 
handed when looking for prizes.’

� ere was also a special mention, � owers 

and a bottle for another Inveraray resident, 
Margaret Mather for her work helping neigh-
bours during lockdown.

Joint winners of the Christmas house lights 
competition were Robert McKee, Robert 
MacCulloch and Allan Hendry.

Winner of the best Christmas shop window 
was Brambles, complete with hand-painted 
decoration.

Many in the Inveraray community, however, 
wanted to pay tribute to Linda Divers herself, 
who was presented with a surprise one-o�  
award inscribed ‘To Linda, for being a star in 
2020’.

Praise for Inveraray’s unsung heroes 

Robert McCulloch receives his prize.

Allan Hendry and his festive house.

Santa is delighted for owner Robert McKee.

Community Council convener Linda 
Divers, left, and Jacqui MacDonald 
present Margaret Mather with her prize.

Stuart Campbell accepts the Christmas 
window prize for Brambles. 

David and Linda Owen receive their 
Unsung Hero Award from community 
council vice convener Jacqui MacDonald.

Linda’s surprise star, presented by the 
community. 

For the past 11 years this column has been 
faithfully written by Marilyn Shedden, who 
has now decided to hang up her digital pen 
and pass on the task to others.

We must thank Marilyn for her dedicated 
work in bringing an upli� ing word to many 
in the area and beyond. Many people will 
have been blessed by her words over the 
years. Our thanks go to her at this time.

New year, new hope
We are all pleased to see the end of 2020. A 
year that saw so many things we took for 
granted taken from us – our normal family 
events, our employment and our interaction 
with our friends.

In true Kintyre style, we found ways of 
minimising the e� ects of these disruptions 
by using technology, supporting the vulnera-
ble and keeping in touch by telephone. But it 
was a scary time for all of us.

When this ‘� ought for the Week’ was in 
the planning stage, we imagined that in our 
corner of Scotland, in Kintyre, we would 
be well rid of strict lockdowns, have a low 
position on the tier system and life would be 
getting back to some sort of normality. We 
are not there yet.

When parents are bringing up children, 
they teach them by repetition – clean your 
teeth; tidy your bedroom; I love you, you are 
special.

God, as our Father, does exactly the same. 
In the Bible, more than 200 times He says: 
‘Do not be afraid’ or phrases that mean this. 
Let us take this truth into the New Year with 
us. Let us all pray that soon we can say we are 
not afraid and what a di� erent year 2021 is.

‘Away, then all fears. � e Kingdom is safe in 
the King’s hands,’ C H Spurgeon.

Springbank Evangelical Church, 
Campbeltown.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser



NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings are 
closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you informed 

& provide opportunities 
for worship on-line

Please look it up & keep 
in touch

www.northknapdale.org

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
3rd January

Mr Jim Malcolm
11am

Welcome to the fi rst 
Sunday of the New Year
Please note we are open 
under Covid restrictions.

Numbers restricted.
Please phone Mrs M Yuill

01546 510337 to book

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

Very Best wishes for
A Happy Healthy 

New Year
from

Lorne and Lowland 
Church

Rev W Crossan
There will be no service on

3rd or 10th January in 
keeping with

COVID 19 Guidance

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 3rd January 
Skipness Service 10.00am  

- Rev Lyn Peden                                                           
Tarbert service - 11.30am - 

Rev Lyn Peden   
Tarbert Charity No: 

SC002622
Skipness - Charity No: 

SC004280
01880 820158
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CHURCH NOTICES 
CAMPBELTOWN 

COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
11 am

at Kirk Street Hall
All welcome

Pastor Mark Jasper
01586 554 092

pastor@campbeltown-
communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/

campbeltowncommuni-
tychurch

SC043322

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH
Lochgilphead 

Holy Mass: Sunday 10am
All Saints, Inveraray 
Holy Mass: Sunday 

12.30pm
Booking essential due to 

restricted capacity - Email 
or telephone to book

Weekday Mass details 
available on website or by 

email/telephone   
All Masses at St 

Margaret’s are Live 
Streamed via our YouTube 

channel. Link available 
at our website: www.

lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and Facebook Page. 
Fr. Ronald Campbell 

01546 602380
lochgilphead@

rcdai.org.uk
(SCO002876)

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

“The Lord bless you and 
keep you; the Lord make 
his face shine on you and 
be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face towards 
you and give you peace.” 

Numbers 6
verses 24-26

Our building will be 
closed for the next 

two weeks BUT you 
are welcome to join 

our online Praise and 
Worship Zoom Service 

on Sunday, 3 rd January 
2021 at 11am

To join us online send 
your email address to 

offi  cespringbankchurch@
gmail.com

for an invitation to 
Sunday’s Zoom meeting
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/

springbankchurch
Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 3rd January 
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in 

place
If we can be of any 

assistance to anyone 
during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046 

Major Ruth Russell
 Scottish Charity Number SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Friday 1st January
11am New Year’s Day 

Service
Sunday 3rd January

11.15am Worship Service
Rev Rodger Crooks

4.00pm Sunday School 
(by Zoom)

Wednesday 6th January
12.00 noon Prayer & 

Bible Study
Covid-19 guidelines apply

All welcome
www.campbeltownfree-

church.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: 

SC046745

DEATH
MCNAUGHT - It is 
with great sorrow that 
we announce the passing 
of Douglas McNaught, 
cherished father to 
Graeme & Carolyn, 
dearly loved Grandad to 
Laura & Mark, Father-
in-law to Sally and Chris 
and loving husband to 
the late Margaret 
McNaught. Naval Architect 
(Campbeltown Shipyard), 
golfer, dancer and DIYer 
extraordinaire. Funeral 
at Cardross Crematorium 
� ursday January 7, 
2021. Family � owers only 
please though donations 
welcome at justgiving.
c o m / f u n d r a i s i n g /
douglasmcnaught in aid
of Marie Curie.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BURKE - � e family 
of the late Denis Burke, 
would like to thank 
everyone for the many 
kind expressions of 
sympathy and support 
received in their recent 
sad loss. Special thanks 
to all his friends for the 
respect shown to him 
and to the villagers of 
Clachan who showed 
their support in following 

the cortege to Clachan 
Cemetery, thanks also to 
piper John Hunt for his 
renderings and to Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors 
for professional services 
and personal touch.
MACEACHERN - 
Donald, David and their 
families would like to 
thank everyone most sin-
cerely for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received in the recent 
sad passing of Isobel. A 
heartfelt thank you to the 
wonderful people who 
provided care and sup-
port, Sarah and Claire,  
Carr Gorm, Ardfenaig 
Care Home, Marie Curie, 
District Nurses and 
medical sta�  of Glenaray 
Ward. We would also like 
to extend our thanks to 
Rev. David Carruthers 
for his personal and com-
forting service; to Donald 
MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for their profes-
sional and compassionate 
services; Morna for her 
beautiful � ower arrange-
ments and to the Lithgow 
family for their friendship 
and kindness shown to 
Isobel. Lastly our thanks 
to all those who paid their 
respects during these 
di�  cult times.

IN MEMORIAMS
GORRIE - In memory of 
a much loved husband, 
father and grandfather, 
John who died on January 
7, 2020. Forever in our 
thoughts.
- Catherine and family.
MACFARLANE /
LORIMER – In loving 
memory of Grampa, 
Granny, Donald Angus, 
Euphie and Tommy.
Forever in our hearts
Love Mhairi, Eric, Tom 
and Eilidh xxx
McCALLUM - Treasured 
memories of James, a 
loving husband, dad, 
grandpa and great-grand-
pa, died January 1, 2017.
Still loved and missed 
every day.
- Matty
Always in our hearts.
Agnes and family, Jim 
and Marie and family.
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Lochgilphead and Tarbert 
golfers made up the Robbie’s 
Reindeer team which con-
tested the US Masters Texas 
Scramble � nal in September 
at Livingston, where 43 teams 
played for a trip to Augusta.

A brilliant e� ort saw the 
boys score 13 under par for 

A sporting review of 2020
Sport in 2020 was dominated 
by one thing - the coronavi-
rus pandemic. Despite the 
challenges of the year, there 
were great performances 
from youth footballers, 
athletes, sailors and many 
more. Here we take a look 
back at a few highlights from 
the Argyllshire Advertiser’s 
pages, before and after the 
pandemic.

Lochgilphead Red 
Star derby draw
Before the SAFL Premier 
One season was abandoned, 
Lochgilphead Red Star faced 
local rivals Campbeltown 
Pupils in January, with 
honours even in a 1-1 draw 
at the joint campus. 

Glenurquhart players 
Michael Brady and Liam 
Robertson got to grips 
with Allan MacDonald of 
Inveraray on the opening 
day of the season in March. 
With the Winterton unplay-
able, Inveraray’s opening 
Mowi National Division 
� xture was reversed to 
Drumnadrochit, where the 
Argyll men lost by a single 
goal.

Left: Shooters turned out in 
numbers to test their skills 
at a charity event hosted by 
Tarbert Gun Club and organ-
ised by Craig Samborek, just 
ahead of lockdown. A total 
of £900 was donated to the 
Scottish Air Ambulance.

Lochgilphead High School 
S3 pupil Rhona Love, 
right, travelled to the 
Scottish Target Shooting 
Air Championships in 
Edinburgh, earning a place 
in the senior ladies � nals. 
First qualifying for the junior 
ladies � nal, Rhona took 
the silver medal in the C 
class, � nishing in � fth place 
overall.

Golf and bowls returned 
cautiously as lockdown 
eased in the summer.
In August, Ian Mackinnon 
and Lewis MacNaughton 
won the open pairs at a 
sun-drenched Tarbert 
Bowling Club.

Robbie’s Reindeer - Ryan McGlynn, Robbie Wilson, Jim 
Hunter and Bruce MacNab. Ari Techner was unable to make 
the � nal.

Tarbert Gun Club 
charity shoot

Cautious return    
to golf and bowls 
in the summer

Soggy shinty 
season opener

Lochgilphead’s 
Rhona hits 
medal target

A single point from US Golf Masters trip
59-2.3 handicap for 56.7. But 
a team from Dowan� eld Golf 
Club had scored a 55.7 to take 
� rst place.

Their disappointment was 
eased with their prize of a 
ProQuip waterproof suit each 
and a fourball voucher for 
Kingsbarns.
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