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Creatives to 
host online 
auction for 
Poppy Appeal

Oban Times 
says farewell 
to stalwart 
after 55 years

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban Community Skatepark 
wants people to join the 
‘likes’ of famous stunt biker 
Danny MacAskill and give its 
Facebook page the thumbs-up.

� e more ‘likes’ the page 
receives, the more it will help 
ramp up funding from major 
backers, said skatepark chair-
man Mark MacQueen this 
week, as the project gathers 
momentum. So far, it has 
almost 400 ‘likes’.

Despite Covid nearly all but 
halting progress,  the people 
behind the project are excited it 
is moving again and picking up 
pace having enlisted the help 
of top wheel park producer 
Alan Jones, who has already 
delivered successful sites across 
Scotland.

Funding is also being secured 
for a £12,000 feasibility study 
that will include public con-
sultation, size up demand and 
needs, investigate construction 
possibilities and look at a num-
ber of central sites in the town 
that would be easily accessible 

for all reaching across a wide 
spectrum of people who could 
use it individually or safely 
with others in Covid times.

A chunk of funding for the 
study has already been prom-
ised from the MacQueen Bros 
Charitable Trust. A bid has 
also gone in to Oban Common 
Good Fund, which will be 
decided next month, and an 

application is on its way to 
Scottish Sea Farms’ Heart of 
the Community Grant Trust.

‘If we fall short, the skatepark 
has done some limited fund-
raising so we have a small 
pocket of savings in the bank 
we could use to invest, but 
when the study comes back 
that’s when full-on community 
fundraising will start,’ said Mr 
MacQueen.

Depending on its size and 

form, a skatepark will cost hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds 
to build and big funders will 
want to see just how much 
support the project has from its 
community.

‘� ey will look at what the 
community has raised. If we 
are not prepared to put our 
hands into our pockets, it 
becomes di�  cult to fund large 
scale projects like this.

‘So we will be asking people 
to help us raise some of those 
funds because it will be an ex-
pensive project but something 
that they can do for us right 
now is go to our Facebook page 
and ‘like’ it.

‘Danny MacAskill is already 
a supporter. We need this 
visual support from our local 
community. 

� e more ‘likes’ we get then 
the better it will be for us to 
show to potential funders,’ said 
Mr MacQueen, who said the 
skatepark vision was for it to be 
an inclusive and positive place 
with young people engaging 
with others from inside and out 

Like it or love it, Oban 
skatepark needs you

Four-year-old Hamish Nicol was all smiles when 
he bagged his � rst Munro, reaching the summit of 
Buachaille Etive Mòr recently. For the full story, turn to 
page seven.

Munro is childsplay for Hamish

Edinburgh Woollen Mill sta�  
in Oban have been left in the 
dark as the retailer began 
closing its stores this week.

Of the three Oban stores, 
only the McCaig’s Warehouse 
outlet remains open this 
week. Chalmers never 
reopened after lockdown 
and the George Street store 
closed its doors on Monday. 
Despite several attempts 
to contact the company, it 
had not responded to our 
requests for clarity on the 
situation by the time of going 
to print. For full story, visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk

Councillor Julie McKenzie has 
pulled out of the Argyll and 
Bute SNP selection contest 
for the Scottish Parliament 
Election in 2021. 

Announcing the move 
on Tuesday on her o�  cial 
Facebook page, she said: 
‘Due to internal party issues 
in relation to governance, 
procedure and impartiality I 
have completely lost faith in 
due process and the concept 
of a level playing � eld for all. I 
would please ask that respect 
is given to my decision not 
to make any further public 
comment on this matter at 
this time.’

Councillor will not 
stand for selection 

Woollen Mill
sta�  left in dark‘...go to our Facebook 

page and ‘like’ it. 
Danny MacAskill is 
already a supporter.’

Continued on page � ve.
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Lilies will be lighting up in 
Oban this weekend as part of 
a special festival remembering 
absent friends, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

People wanting to celebrate 
the lives of lost loved ones were 
invited to write a message on 
a lily petal that will make up a 
beautiful light display.

Letters were sent out to 110 
bereaved carers in the area 
giving them the opportunity 
to join in the remembrance 
project.

� e display of illuminated 
petals will go on show through 
the window of North Argyll 
Carers Centre in Albany Street 
this Sunday, November 1.

‘We have had to think outside 
the box this year to create 
something that should be 
both moving and memorable 
for everyone involved,’ said 
Mairi Fleck, Learning and   
Development Co-ordinator at 
North Argyll Carers Centre.

‘Everyone will be able to view 
our lilies and enjoy the dis-
play from outside the Carers 
Centre,’ added Mairi who was 
inspired by a  Light Up Lilies 
event run by the University of 
Dundee last year.

People keeping a safe social 
distance can watch the o�  cial 
unveiling of the display at 7pm 
on Sunday. � e lilies will stay 
lit for about one hour.

� e University of Dundee 
gi� ed glow sticks to help light 
up the petals and funding was 
received from the To Absent 
Friends festival organisers to 

Lilies light up as project 
remembers absent friends

Oban will keep up its remem-
brance tradition this year but 
it will be di� erent because of 
Covid.

Councillor Jim Lynch and 
Oban Sea Cadets chaplain 
Reverend Peter Park have been 
working on a plan to make 
sure the town can still pay its 
respects despite the virus and 
carry on commemorating 
the contribution of British 
and Commonwealth military 
and civilian servicemen and 
women involved in the two 
World Wars and subsequent 
con� icts.

� e usual parade from the 
Corran Halls to Oban War 
Memorial cannot take place,  
but there will be two acts of re-
membrance going ahead with 
reduced numbers attending 
while keeping to government 
guidelines including social 
distancing.

� e � rst will be a service at 
the War Memorial on Sunday 
November 8 from 10.45am to 
11.15am  led by the Rev Park 
and including a two-minute 
silence with wreath laying led 
by Deputy Lord Lieutenant 
Neil Mathieson. Also 
taking part will be Archie 

McCulloch, the British Legion 
standard bearer, Oban Pipe 
Band Pipe Major Daniel 
Johnstone and Councillor Jim 
Lynch. � at event will also be 
live streamed.

‘We invite organisations 
and groups who wish to lay 
wreaths to send a represent-
ative to the War Memorial 
and ask that wreath layers go 
directly to the memorial and 
assemble between 10.30am 
and 10.45am.

‘Wreath layers are requested 
to wear face coverings, unless 
exempted from doing so, and 
physical distancing measures 
will be adhered to,’ said 

Councillor Lynch. Any mem-
bers of the public attending are 
also asked to keep a safe social 
distance and wear masks.

� e second act of remem-
brance will be on Wednesday 
November 11 at 11am at the 
Garden of Remembrance on 
George Street.

Remembrance crosses 
will be provided for anyone 
wishing to place a cross in the 
garden.

Anyone wanting to � nd 
out more about these events 
should contact the Rev Park 
on 01631 565849.

Cra� ers at Made In Argyll in 
Station Square are hosting an 

auction and selling hand-
made poppies for the Earl 
Haig Poppy Appeal. From 
an oil painting to a sculpture 
on slate from the Isle of Seil, 
there are eight di� erent lots to 
go under the virtual hammer 
and help raise funds, said  
Janice Stewart, who runs the 
co-operative of cra� ers. � e 
items have minimum bids 
suggested.

‘� e cause is close to my 
heart. It’s been a di�  cult year 
for fundraising so we hope we 
can help this way,’ she said.

� e auction will close on 
November 10 and winning 
bidders will be noti� ed.

Oban will remember war 
heroes despite Covid

Janice Stewart, 
of Made In 
Argyll, with 
some of the 
handmade 
poppies, which 
will form part 
of the auction 
in aid of the 
Earl Haig Poppy 
Appeal.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

pay for the postage to send out 
the lily petals to carers with 
return stamped addressed 
envelopes enclosed.

Mairi wanted to pay particu-
lar thanks to Mayra Crowe at 
the University of Dundee’s 
School of Humanities 
Languages and to  Rebecca 
Patterson of Palliative Care 
Scotland for their help.

A� er the Sunday switch on, 
the display will next shine 
again from 5pm on Friday 
November 6 for as long as the 
batteries last, said Mairi.

To Absent Friends gives peo-
ple across Scotland an excuse 
to remember, to tell stories, 
to celebrate and to reminisce 
about people they love who 
have died. It is a people’s 
festival of storytelling and 
remembrance and an oppor-
tunity to revive lost traditions 
and create new ones.

To � nd out more about the 
annual Scotland-wide festival 
go to www.toabsentfriends.
org.uk/content/festival-2020/
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It will be a momentous and 
emotional day at � e Oban 
Times tomorrow (Friday 
October 30) when the compa-
ny’s longest-serving sta�  mem-
ber David Buchanan  o�  cially 
retires.

Davie started working for the 
company as a fresh-faced youth 
in 1965, aged 17. He said: ‘In 
those days you didn’t bother 
with formal interviews. I went 
into see the then managing 
director Alan Cameron and 
while I was there a tiny screw 
from a leg of his glasses fell out 
and dropped on the carpet. He 
said to me ‘If you can � nd it, the 
job is yours!’ I did and I started 
the next day.’

Fi� y-� ve years on, Davie has 
held a number of positions at 
the company and seen a lot of 
changes. From o�  ce boy, Davie 
progressed to the case room in 
the days of hot metal when the 
company printed its own news-
papers. He was later promoted 

to production manager and 
latterly has been responsible for 
page design and sport, laying 
out the pages on a computer 
and sending everything to the 
printer at the press of a button.

Operations director Keith 
MacIntyre said: ‘Davie has been 
a stalwart member of � e Oban 
Times team for 55 years – an 
incredible achievement in any 
industry, but almost unheard of 
in the ever-changing world of 

newspapers. � roughout 
his time in the business, 
Davie has been a fantastic sup-
port to all his colleagues and 
his knowledge, wit and wisdom 
will be sorely missed. Everyone 
at Wyvex Media is grateful for 
everything Davie has done for 
the business during his career 
and wishes him a wonderful, 
long and healthy retirement.’

Editor Susan Windram 
added: ‘Davie has been a won-

derful colleague, with nothing 
too much trouble. He 

is a fount of all 
knowledge when 

it comes to Oban 
and � e Oban 
Times and 
that has been 

invaluable to me 
as editor. 

‘I wish Davie all 
the best  and I suspect that 

once Covid restrictions relax, 
Oban Saints will gain from 
our loss!’ Davie continued: ‘I 
have loved every minute of my 
55 years with the company. 
I started in the o�  ce then 
moved on to be an apprentice 
compositor and Linotype oper-
ator before desktop publishing 
came along. I was promoted 

to production manager then 
I moved to page layout in the 
editorial department.

‘� ere has never been a dull 
moment and there have been 
plenty of laughs. And while for 
the last few months we have 
all had to work from home 
due to Covid, I will miss my 
colleagues.’

Friday will also see deputy 
editor Martin Laing retire. 
Martin joined the company 
in May 2016. He said: ‘I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time at 
� e Oban Times. � e team has 
been fantastic and the readers 
even better. However, in a 
curious twist, my retirement 
means I can resume my weekly 
At Random column and I am 
really looking forward to en-
gaging with the readers again.

‘Retirement also means my 
wife and I will have more time 
to enjoy the wonderful Oban 
and Argyll area at leisure. 
Many thanks to everyone.’

Oban Times stalwart 
logs off after 55 years

Davie Buchanan, left, who is 
retiring after 55 years with 
The Oban Times, and below, 
deputy editor Martin Laing 
who also retires on Friday.

Sheri�  tells 
teenager he has 
driving ‘issue’
A young driver has been 
banned for six months and 
� ned £200 with a £10 surcharge.

Martin Campbell, aged 19, of 
97 McKelvie Road, Oban, was 
disquali� ed from driving under 
the totting up procedure a� er 
receiving four penalty points to 
the nine already on his licence.

� e latest o� ence was on 
March 13, near Jane Road, 
Dunbeg, when he drove 
without due care and attention 
or without reasonable consid-
eration for other people using 
the road. Campbell was seen 
tailgating and then overtook by 
‘accelerating harshly’ over solid 
white lines, an earlier court 
heard. 

Craig Broadley, representing 
Campbell, appealed to the 
sheri�  to restrict the term of the 
disquali� cation to six months.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes told 
Campbell that because of his 
guilty plea he would restrict the 
points from six to four. But he 
said Campbell clearly had ‘an 
issue with his driving’ as was 
shown by the accumulation of 
penalty points, which included 
driving while using a mobile 
phone.

PIZZA EXPRESS 1
Any 10” Pizza + 10” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 

+ 2 Cans of Pepsi
£9.95

CURRY EXPRESS 1
Vegetable Pakora, Chicken 
Curry, Korma OR Bhoona, 

Rice & Nan
£8.99

(Lamb +£1)

EUROPEAN BOX
Veg Pakora, 2 Veg Samosa, 2 

Veg Spring Rolls, 2 Mozzarella 
Sticks, Chicken Nuggets, Onion 

Rings, Chips, Donner, Salad, 2 Pita 
Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi

£8.99

Kids Express 1

Chips, Chicken Nuggets, 
Onion Rings and Fruit Shoot

£3.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 1
Chicken Curry, Korma, OR 

Bhoona, Rice, 
10” Margherita Pizza, Chips 
& Donner, Cheese Burger 

with Chips & 2L Pepsi
£19.99  (Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 2
Any 12” Pizza + 12” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Wedges,

Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 
+ 2 Pepsi 500ml

£12.95

CURRY EXPRESS 2
Vegetable Pakora, Any 

Special, Karahi OR Balti Dish, 
Rice & Nan

£9.99
(Lamb +£1)

GREEDY BOX
Mixed Pakora, 2 Mince Samosa, 

2 Mince Spring Rolls, Chips, 
Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Nuggets, Onion Rings, Donner, 
Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 

Cans of Pepsi
£9.99

KIDS EXPRESS 2

Chips, Popcorn Chicken, 2 
Mozzarella Sticks and 12oz 

Ice Cream Shake

£4.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 2
Mixed Pakora, Any Special, 
Karahi or Balti Dish, Rice, 

12” Rosara Pizza, Donner Kebab
Chips & Cheese and 2L Pepsi

£22.99
(Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 3
Any 14” Pizza + 12” Garlic 
Bread with Cheese served 

with Chips, Wedges,
Onion Rings, 4 Sauces + 

Pepsi 2L 
£17.95

SHARING CURRY EXPRESS
Mixed Pakora, Any 2 Chicken 

Dishes, Rice & Nan, Slice of 
Chocolate Fudge Cake & 2 

Cans Pepsi
£17.99

(Lamb +£2)

MEATY BOX
Chicken Pakora, Battered 

Chicken Fillet, Spicy Chicken 
Fillet, Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Bites, Chicken Wings, Chips, 
Donner, Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 

Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi
£11.99

Sharing Kids Express
10” Margherita, Chips, Onion 
Rings, Popcorn Chicken and 

2 12oz Ice Cream Shakes

£9.95

Family Express 3
Mixed Pakora, Any Chicken Dish, 

Rice & Nan, King Donner Nan, 
12” Hawaiian OR Pepperoni 

Pizza + Chips, Cheese & Chicken 
Nuggets and 2L Pepsi

£29.99
(Lamb +£1)

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on

Enjoy Life Enjoy Kebabish

Bringing You 
CRAZY SPECIAL OFFERS
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Remember, remember...the 
impact of � reworks
With Bon� re Night approach-
ing and many events cancelled, 
if you are planning a private 
� reworks display at home this 
year, it’s important you know 
how to keep your family safe.

Make sure you know the 
risks, alongside the fun and 
enjoyment.
 Check the latest Scottish 
Government guidance on 
meeting up with other house-
holds outdoors on gov.scot/
friendsandfamily
 Ensure you know what � re-
works are suitable for private 
use, dependent on the size of 
your garden. To � nd out visit 
� rescotland.gov.uk
 Always follow the � reworks 
code and read � reworks in-
structions before use.
 Be aware of the impact of 
� reworks on others. While 
� reworks are spectacular, they 
can be very noisy, a� ecting the 
well-being of those with noise 
sensitivity.  

� e loud bangs, lights and 
strong smells of � reworks can 
be challenging for autistic 
people and pets.
 Misuse of � reworks can lead 
to serious injuries. More o� en 
than not, it’s children rather 
than adults who are injured by 

Firework displays are not being organised this year.

Be in with a chance to win 
£200 of Love Oban vouchers

With Christmas around the 
corner and pockets tightened 
this year wouldn’t it be great 
to give that special someone 
exactly what they want!

Courtesy of our friends at 
BID4Oban, one lucky reader 
will win £200 worth of Love 
Oban Vouchers COMPLETELY 
FREE OF CHARGE. 

All you have to do is collect 
three tokens over three weeks 
starting on November 5, get 
them to us by 10am � ursday 
November 26 and you will be 
entered into a prize draw to 

win this fantastic prize.
As part of BID4OBAN’s 

commitment to encourage 
local people to spend locally, it 
has introduced “Love Oban”, a 
very straightforward voucher 
scheme that encourages 
local people to support local 
businesses. 

View www.bid4oban.co.uk/
love-oban/spending-vouchers/
overview/ to � nd out where you 
can spend the vouchers.

See next week’s Oban Times 
for your � rst token. 

What are you waiting for, 
give the gi�  of Oban and start 
collecting your tokens! 

A � lm crew working on a new 
James McAvoy movie are back 
on their Highlands set this 
week a� er one of its members 
tested positive for Covid and 
all were put on lockdown in 
the Ballachulish Hotel.

Filming on the remake of a 
French thriller My Son came 
to a halt when a case of Covid 
was discovered. It is under-
stood the crew member who 
tested positive had travelled 
from France.

Producer Rebecca O’Brien 
said it was only that one 
crew member and four of his 
close contacts who had to 
self-isolate. 

Award-winning Scottish 
actor Mr McAvoy and British 
actress Claire Foy and others 
were able to put the time o� -
set ‘to get up to speed’ and 
‘prepare’ for � lming to restart.

‘Ballachulish Hotel is a 
lovely place to be holded up in. 
Everyone was tested. Only � ve 
had to self-isolate. We’ve been 
delayed about one week but 
we’re back on now and raring 
to go,’ she added.

A spokesperson for hotel 

owners Crie�  Hydro Family 
of Hotels said the hotel had 
been exclusively booked out 
for the crew for the entire 
period of � lming so no other 
guests were a� ected.

In the � lm, McAvoy will play 
a man desperately searching 

for his son who travels to the 
town where his ex-wife lives as 
he looks for answers.

Filming will mainly be in 
the Loch Leven area, with a 
little in Glen Nevis and Duror 
– all within about 20 minutes 
of Ballachulish.

McAvoy � lming restarts 
after hotel lockdown

The shooting of the new 
James McAvoy � lm is to 
restart after � ve crew 
members had to self-isolate 
due to a colleague testing 
positive for Covid.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

RE ADMORE
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k

� reworks. During the bon� re 
season last year, 85 per cent 
of all � rework injuries treated 
at emergency departments 
happened at informal private 
displays. More than half of 
those requiring treatment were 
children. 
Deputy assistant chief o�  cer 
Alasdair Perry is the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service’s Head 
of Prevention and Protection.  
He said: ‘First and foremost 
we would urge all of our com-
munities to follow the advice 
and guidelines around social 
distancing to help stop the 
spread of Covid-19. We know 
this means people may con-

sider hosting their own events 
this year but we would urge 
caution, because every year 
people are injured by � reworks 
and admitted to hospital – and 
children are particularly at 
risk. We are therefore strongly 
encouraging anyone who does 
wish to host a private event to 
reduce the risk by ensuring 
they familiarise themselves 
with our � rework code and � re 
safety guidance. Do not take 
risks because the consequenc-
es can be devastating.’

Visit Firescotland.gov.uk.
To report the misuse of 

� reworks anonymously call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Visit our website for more information

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Secure your kitchen order today 
and pay no more until 2022.

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act 
a credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC

Love Oban vouchers can be redeemed in lots of local shops.

COMPETITION
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Continued from page one.
of their own community. It 
could also open up more com-
merce-boosting opportunities 
for the town, attracting visitors 
and chances for new businesses 
selling equipment, clothing or 
even lessons, he said.

And added: ‘We are keen to 
have it in a central location so 
we’re not seen to be hiving o�  
young people into a corner. 
� e skatepark will be a place of 
inspiration and positivity not 
anti-social behaviour. It will 
be a place that promotes health 
and well-being and where 
young people will learn from 
each other.

‘Talk of a skatepark for 
Oban seems to have been a 
frustrating non-starter for a 
number of years but we are 
keen to progress it. It’s early 
days but we are moving in 
the right direction. With the 
community behind us, we will 
achieve it.’

Like it or love it: 
Oban skatepark 
needs you

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

� e start of a major ‘shop local’ 
Christmas campaign for Oban 
is being delayed over free 
parking.

Since the start of the town’s 
two-week annual Winter 
Festival in the run up to the 
festive holidays, parking at 
car parks in the town has been 
free, but with the popular 
event cancelled due to Covid, 
BID4Oban asked Argyll and 
Bute to shi�  its charge-free 
fortnight at council-owned car 
parks to the start of December 
this year to encourage more 
Yule-fuelled shopping.

On Monday, Oban 
Community Council (OCC) 
heard from BID4Oban chief 
executive Andrew Spence 
that he was still waiting for a 
response from Argyll and Bute 
Council a� er making numer-
ous requests since October 7, 
including to its chief executive 

Pippa Milne, saying that 
given the pandemic and future 
uncertainty regarding travel 
outwith of Argyll, it would 
be a major opportunity to en-
courage people to support and 
spend in local shops, adding 
the council’s help would be 
‘greatly appreciated’.

BID4Oban has also proposed 
it would fund a third week of 
free parking using Scotland’s 
Town Partnership funding to 
drive up the number of shop-
pers, Mr Spence said.

Argyll and Bute councillors 
at the meeting agreed an 
answer should have been given 
by now and said they would 
follow it up. Councillor Jim 

Lynch added: ‘I have every 
sympathy. We need to move 
quickly on this. Businesses are 
struggling.’

Mr Spence said free parking 
had a key part to play in draw-
ing in Christmas shoppers 
adding: ‘We have a big mar-
keting campaign ready to roll. 
We need that response. Time is 
critical for us.’

He also said the frustrating 
scenario gave OCC an idea of 
‘some of the things’ businesses 
were ‘coming up against over 
parking’ with the council.

As discussions over parking 
in the town continued and 
included talk of overnight 
problems at Ganavan and the 
need to provide permanent 
welcoming facilities for 
campervans and motorhomes, 
Councillor McCuish suggested 
Bid4Oban and the community 
council take on parking from 
the council.

It was agreed a joint working 
party should be set up between 

OCC and Bid4Oban to cover 
parking issues, including at 
Ganavan, and to � nd a consen-
sus on what needs to be done.

Mr Spence said next year 
would bring even more visi-
tors, especially campervans, to 
Oban as foreign holidays are 
abandoned. ‘We will have to be 
ready for them. We can’t turn 
our backs on them,’ he said.

When � e Oban Times asked 
the council why a response had 
not been received, a spokesper-
son said: ‘We have been work-
ing hard over recent months to 
do all we can to support local 
businesses to reopen and trade 
safely and successfully, in line 
with national guidance. 

‘� is would include support-
ing Oban BID’s initiative as 
far as we can. Making changes 
to parking charges, even on a 
temporary basis, does require 
formal agreement by our 
elected members. Our inten-
tion would be to take this to 
council in November.’ 

Christmas campaign 
on hold over parking

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

‘We have a big 
marketing campaign 
ready to roll. We need 
that response.’

POLICE FILES
 About 6.30pm on October 
21, at McKelvie Road, Oban, a 
man, aged 49, and a woman, 
aged 44, allegedly assaulted 
a woman who sustained a 
serious injury to her hand. 
The man and the woman 
were charged and a report 
sent to the Procurator Fiscal.
 About 2pm on October 22, 
at the A816 near Kilmelford, 
police attended a collision 
involving a red Renault 
Clio and a blue Land Rover 
Freelander. The driver of the 
Clio, a 52-year-old woman, 
was arrested for allegedly 
failing a roadside drug test 
and careless driving, and 
subsequently a blood sample 
was taken for analysis.
 About 10.30pm on October 
22, at Connel Village Loop 
Road, Connel, a 29-year-old 
man was arrested for 
allegedly behaving in an 
abusive manner. The man 
was charged and a report 
sent to the Procurator Fiscal.
 About 12.30am on October 
23 at Powell Place, Connel, 
a man, 20, was arrested for 
allegedly behaving in an 
abusive manner and resisting 
arrest. The man was charged 
and a report sent to the 
Procurator Fiscal.
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Hallowe’en is here again, 
although it’ll be in a slightly 
di� erent format this year.  

I’m sure children will 
manage to enjoy themselves 
– they have a knack for � nd-
ing fun in any situation and 
the schools will make sure 
Hallowe’en is fun even with-
out being able to go guising.  

All the major events com-
ing up within the next few 
months will have a di� erent 
feel to them this year and 
many will not take place at 
all. I’m really going to miss 
the Winter Festival and 
helping Santa run his grotto 
in the Royal Hotel, but it’s 
important to remember  
these restrictions are not 
going to be forever and in 
our wee corner of the world 
we’re luckier than most to 
have low numbers of people 
with Covid.

Now is the time to plan how 
we can make the best of the 
situation we � nd ourselves in 
and I saw a fantastic idea on 
Facebook a few days ago.  

A page called Shine Bright 
Scotland is suggesting that 
when Hallowe’en is over 

we light up our gardens, 
windows and doors like the 
Scandinavians do. I know 
how much pleasure I get 
nearer Christmas seeing the 
lights everywhere and I think 
this is something that could 
start now and be built on as 
we get nearer to Christmas.  

I’m usually one of the 
people who moan that 
Christmas gets earlier every 
year but this year the sooner 
the better. � ere are lots of 
little things we can do to 
make it better. Keep an eye 
on the LoveOban Facebook 
page for some ideas in the 
weeks ahead.

I’m not going to share 
where the photograph was 
taken last week just yet as 
this week’s is just round the 
corner. Could that be a clue?

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

A sealife adventurer based 
on Seil has helped � lm a rare 
egg-laying site belonging to the 
endangered Flapper Skate.

Skipper and marine biologist 
David Ainsley, who is also an 
underwater cameraman and 
runs Sealife Adventures, said 
it was ‘a huge privilege’ to be 
involved with a team of divers 
catching the site on camera.

Now he and others are calling 
on people to write to their MSPs 
asking for immediate protection 
for the Flapper Skate, which he 
says are as much in danger of 
extinction as Giant Pandas and 
Polar Bears.

Mr Ainsley, who has only 
ever seen the Flapper Skate on 
four of about 4,000 dives, says 
the area he � lmed at near Skye 
urgently needs protection from 
� shermen who could wipe out 
the eggs, catching them up 
accidentally in trawler nets.

Although it has been illegal 
for � shermen to target � apper 
skates commercially since 2009, 
they are still at risk of being 
caught up by trawlers by acci-
dent - a situation not helped by 
them being so big and such slow 
swimmers.

Mr Ainsley said: ‘� e area 
needs protection from dam-
aging � shing activities as one 
event could wipe out all these 
eggs which take more than 500 

days to hatch. Flapper skate are 
as endangered as Giant Pandas 
and Polar Bears.’

On Sealife Adventure’s 
Facebook he urged: ‘If possible, 
please write to your MSP asking 
for immediate protection.’

More than 100 eggs were found 
on the seabed o�  the northwest 
coast earlier this month. � e 
site is one of the largest ever to 
be   discovered and because the 
eggs, which take 18 months to 
hatch, were di� erent sizes it 
suggests there is a community 
of skates populating the area.

With the possibility of grow-
ing to be more than 8�  across 
the wingspan, the huge � apper 
skate is known to be one of 
the largest skate species in the 
world. It is also one of 81 prior-
ity marine features the Scottish 
Government is committed to 
protecting.

� e Scottish Government has 
been told about the recent � nd 
and asked NatureScot to advise 
on possible protection so it can 

consider what is said and decide 
what action to take.

Mr Ainsley, who set up Sealife 
Adventures in 1988 and has 
worked on a number of docu-
mentaries including Hebrides: 
Islands on the Edge, as well as 
Coast,   said: ‘� is is a move in 
the right direction although 
NatureScot did know about this 
site since March.’

A diver, Chris Rickard, 
who � rst discovered the site, 
reported it to authorities but 
felt no action was being taken to 
protect it so in desperation put 
out a shoutout for other divers to 
join him to � lm it. 

Mr Ainsley was one of those 
who stepped forward. Blue 
Marine Foundation has also 
been involved.

Mr Ainsley added: ‘We can’t 
risk this area being destroyed. 
� ere’s a lot of interest in it now 
thanks to the publicity and if we 
can keep it up and get people’s 
support then hopefully we can 
keep it safe.’

Seil skipper’s call to save 
rare � apper skate egg site

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Divers exploring the rare 
� apper skate site near Skye. 
Photograph: David Ainsley.
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At 75 years young, Kay 
Simpson has just climbed her 
� nal Corbett mountain, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

Since bagging all of 
Scotland’s Munros by 1988, 
Kay made it her mission to 
reach the top of all the coun-
try’s 222 Corbetts - the o�  cial 
name for mountains between 
2,500 and 3,000�  high.

Her last but not least Corbett 
was Beinn Chuirn at Tyndrum 
on Saturday October 17.

She said: ‘� ese � nal 
Corbetts have been challeng-
ing as I le�  all the remote ones 
until the end,’ said Kay, who 
has been a member of Oban 
Mountaineering Club (OMC) 
since coming to  Oban in 1984.

‘OMC was a very active 
club then but members, like 
me, have become a bit older! 
Fiona Miller has been a great 
companion and an encourage-
ment to me on these � nal hills 
and we have been into some 
very isolated, beautiful areas, 
such as Knoydart, Fisher� eld, 
Easter Ross and Loch Eil.

‘We have had some very 
long days – 18 hours was the 
longest. I have climbed hills 
since I was 14 years old and my 

advice to fellow hill walkers is 
– if you are counting hills – do 
all the remote ones when you 
are young and � t and leave the 
easy ones to the end!’

Kay and her late partner 
Duncan Strachan set up and 
ran Oban Rare Breeds Farm 
Park.

Mini munro bagger Hamish 
Nicol has conquered his � rst 
peak at the age of just four.

� e tot from Oban who 
has a hankering for heights 
and shares a passion for the 
great outdoors with his mum 
Lindsay felt on top of the world 
when he reached the summit 
of Buachaille Etive Mòr.

One of the best known and 
loved of all the Munro peaks, 
Buachaille, at the head of Glen 
Etive, is more than 1,000ms 
high.

Hamish and his mum, whose 
day job is working in operating 
theatres at Glasgow’s Golden 
Jubilee Hospital, were out 
for six and a half hours to 
complete it, with plenty stops 
to refuel – including energy 
boosting chocolate.

Hamish, who gets plenty of 
exercise at Stramash outdoor 

nursery, now has Britain’s 
highest mountain Ben Nevis 
in sight at 1,345 metres above 
sea level. ‘He could see it 
from the top of Buachaille 
and wants to go because there 
might be snow. It’s on next 
year’s to do list,’ said Lindsay 
who ticked o�  Buachaille as 

her � rst Scottish munro when 
she was 26.

Also a keen rock climber, 
Lindsay fell in love with 
the Scottish mountains and 
decided to move closer to the 
Highlands � ve years ago.

Before Hamish’s adventure, 
he was suitably kitted out with 

pint-sized walking boots, wa-
terproofs and a mini rucksack, 
so he was well equipped and 
there had been some training 
to get prepared.

‘I’m so proud of what he’s 
achieved. Lots of people 
stopped to congratulate him 
and cheer him on the way. 
� ey were   pretty impressed. 
We took plenty of photos. 
It was a great day out,’ said 
Lindsay.

‘He just loves being outdoors 
and in the countryside. Now 
he’s bagged his � rst munro 
there will be no stopping him 
– and I wouldn’t want to! I’m 
delighted.

‘Just because he’s little doesn’t 
mean he can’t do big things. I 
think he’s an inspiration,’ she 
added.

Mighty Munro is 
childsplay for tot

A delighted Hamish on 
reaching the summit of 
Buachaille Etive Mòr.

Kay, 75, peaks her 
mountain mission

Beinn Chuirn at Tyndrum 
was the � nal Corbett in Kay’s 
personal challenge to climb 
all 222.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

STARTERS

SOUP OF THE DAY £5.50
Served with a warm bread roll and butter 
(vegetarian)

SEAFOOD SOUP £6.50
with warm bread roll and butter

HADDOCK, LANGOUSTINE AND VINE 
TOMATOES BAKE £9
with chilli herb and garlic oil served with a 
warm bread roll

MACARONI CHEESE £7 
with garlic bread - add smoked salmon 
£1.50

HAND DIVED TAYVALLICH LANDED KING 
SCALLOPS £12
3 scallops pan fried in garlic butter served 
with dressed leaves

CLASSIC MOULES MARINIÈRE £8
Scottish mussels steamed in white wine, 
cream, garlic and onions served with a 
warm bread roll 

SOUND OF JURA LANGOUSTINE £10
Served hot in garlic butter with a bread 
roll or served cold with salad and garlic 
mayonnaise

MAIN COURSES

FISH & CHIPS £13
in our own beer batter served with tartare 
sauce

SOUND OF JURA LANGOUSTINE £21
baked in garlic butter or served cold with 
garlic mayonnaise and salad - both served 
with rustic chips

HAND DIVED TAYVALLICH LANDED KING 
SCALLOPS £25
6 king scallops pan fried in garlic butter 
served with salad and rustic chips

MACARONI CHEESE £10
with ciabatta garlic bread - 
Add smoked salmon £3

CLASSIC MOULES MARINIÈRE £14.50
Scottish mussels steamed in white wine, 
cream, garlic and onions served with a 
warm bread roll or swap to chips for £2

HOT SMOKED SALMON AND PRAWN 
LINGUINE £16.50
in a white wine and cream sauce, served 
with garlic bread

HADDOCK, SMOKED SALMON AND PRAWN 
GRATIN £17
oven baked with a cheese, cream and 

leek sauce, topped with breadcrumbs and 
served with rustic chips

10Z RIBEYE STEAK £28
served with roasted vine tomatoes, onion 
rings, rustic chips, salad and peppercorn 
sauce.  

HOMEMADE BEEF BURGER £12
2 x 4oz burgers served on a seeded bun 
with salad, onion rings and burger sauce 
served with rustic chips on the side - add 
cheese & bacon - £1 each

CURRY OF THE DAY  £12
served with wild rice, popadom, mango 
chutney & spiced onions

SIDES

RUSTIC SKIN ON CH IPS £3.

MIXED LEAF SALAD £3

ONION RINGS £3

2 WARM BREAD ROLLS AND BUTTER £2

GARLIC BREAD £3

SOMETHING SWEET

BANOFFEE PIE £6 
biscuit base with toffee sauce & bananas 
topped with fresh cream

WARM CHOCOLATE BROWNIE £6
with chocolate sauce and vanilla ice 
cream

TODAYS CHEESECAKE £6
with toasted oats and fresh raspberries

WEE ISLE DAIRY ICE CREAM

1 SCOOP £2 // 2 SCOOPS £4 // 3 SCOOPS £6
Chocolate, Vanilla, Strawberry & Salted 
Caramel

LEMON SORBET £4

CHILDREN’S MENU

FISH AND CHIPS £7
fresh haddock fi llet in our own batter served 
with chips

CURRY OF THE DAY £7
served with wild rice and popadom (curry 
may be spicy, please ask)

CHICKEN GOUJONS £7
fresh chicken fi llet in our own batter served 
with chips and beans

4oz BEEF BURGER £7
served with chips

MINI MOULES MARINIERE £7
with chips

MACARONI CHEESE £7
served with garlic bread

*Please make our team aware if you have any allergies, we can provide you with our full allergen menu.

A menu to match the views
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ScotRail has unveiled the in-
terior design for its � rst active 
travel carriage, designated for 
carrying bikes and large sport-
ing equipment, as the � rst train 
nears completion.

� e eye-catching livery 
depicts typical Highland 
scenery along with some of the 
best-known visible landmarks 
along the West Highland Line, 
including the Glen� nnan 
monument and viaduct, Skye 
Cuillin mountain range, Ben 
Lomond and the castle on Loch 
Awe.

Five Class 153 trains are 
being transformed to carry up 
to 20 bikes to enhance existing 
ScotRail services on the West 
Highland Line initially, provid-
ing custom designed racks to 
accommodate bikes, sporting 
equipment and large items of 
luggage as well as more seats 
for passengers.

� e redesigned carriage 
boasts space for tandem cycles 
and an e-bike charging socket - 
a � rst for a train in the UK.

Modi� ed by Brodie 
Engineering in Kilmarnock, 

forming part of the � rm’s 
expansion plans, the � nishing 
touches to the � rst carriage are 
now being applied.

Refresh
� e train has received a full 

interior and exterior refresh 
including installation of free 
WiFi, at seat power sockets 

and a refurbished toilet with 
controlled emission toilet tank.

ScotRail’s active travel car-
riages will also support winter 
sports in Scotland, accommo-
dating large bulky items such 
as ski bags and rucksacks.

Earlier this year, ScotRail 
released images of the exterior 

livery of the train, designed 
by Scottish artist Peter 
McDermott.

� e � rst train will enter 
service once sta�  can be safely 
trained on the carriages.

Tom Smith, ScotRail Project 
Manager, said: ‘It’s fantastic 
to see our � rst active travel 
carriage nearly complete, and 
I’m thrilled to be able to share 
the interior design.

‘We’re living in uncertain 
times, but when these carriages 
are eventually introduced, it 
will be a welcome boost for cy-
clists and those in search of out-
door pursuits along Scotland’s 
most scenic railways.’

Hilary Cameron, Transport 
Scotland’s head of rail fran-
chise unit, added: ‘When they 
are introduced into service 
these trains will o� er a wel-
come boost for active travel and 
cycling tourism. 

‘� is is a good news story 
while we continue to live in 
uncertain times.’

First look inside active 
travel train carriages

The train will be a boost for outdoor enthusiasts visiting 
Oban and the Highlands.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Injured walker 
airlifted to 
hospital
An injured walker had to 
be airli� ed to hospital a� er 
falling on the rocky shore 
o�  Little Ganavan on Friday 
October 23.

Oban lifeboat arrived on 
scene and launched its smaller 
cra�  a� er it was alerted at 
5.50pm to help the town’s 
Coastguard Rescue Team 
and the Scottish Ambulance 
Service who were already with 
the casualty.

Although the casualty’s 
position was relatively close 
to the shore, the shoreline was 
steep and the wet rocks proved 
treacherous. As evacuation 
by foot would also prove 
challenging, it was decided 
to call on the Coastguard’s 
Rescue Helicopter.

A winchman was lowered 
from the helicopter and 
the casualty was airli� ed 
to hospital. � e work of the  
RNLI relies heavily on the 
generosity of the public and  it 
has a fundraising pop up shop 
on the North Pier in Oban this 
Saturday October 31 between 
10am and 4pm selling 
souvenirs and christmas 
cards.
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Ship returns with 
vital climate 
change data
A team of oceanographers from the 
Scottish Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS) overcame the challenge of 
Covid-19 restrictions to complete a 
month-long research cruise to the north 
Atlantic, collecting crucial climate change 
data.

Restrictions meant the science team was 
greatly reduced in number with 14 – half 
the usual complement – boarding the 
RRS Discovery. � e six SAMS scientists 
quarantined at home before being bussed 
from Oban to Southampton to join the 
ship at the beginning of October for what 
was only the second UK research cruise 
since lockdown in March.

Originally scheduled for August, the 
research team faced challenging sea 
conditions but managed to retrieve and 
redeploy a series of scienti� c moorings 
that have been collecting crucial infor-
mation on how changes in the ocean are 
a� ecting the world’s climate.

On their return to UK shores, the team, 
led by Professor Stuart Cunningham, 
had the bonus of being dropped o�  on 
SAMS’ doorstep in Ardmucknish Bay 
last Saturday, saving a week’s travel via 
Southampton. It also gave onlookers in 
Oban and Lorn a rare sighting of the 
100-metre RRS Discovery, one of the few 
ocean-going research ships in the UK.

See next week’s Oban Times for more on 
the cruise and the team’s � ndings.

Neighbours of a ‘sold o� ’ island 
are keeping an eye out for plans to 
develop it.

When uninhabited Insh, close to 
Seil, Easdale and Luing, went on 
the market for £125,000 last year, 
interest in becoming its new owner 
came from as far away as America 
and across Europe.

� e 15 acres of rough grassland 
and emptiness in the Firth of Lorne 
estuary is believed to have eventu-
ally been snapped up for more than 
£300,000 by a Midlothian-based 
business involved in holiday centres 
and villas.

� ere are no services on the island, 
only the ruins of two cro�  cottages 
as well as a cave, which, according 
to free encyclopedia Wikipedia, 
its previous private owner David 
Brearley lived in at the north end 
between 1973 and 2003.

� e cave is understood to have 
been � tted with double-glazed win-
dows and a water tank, according to 
local knowledge.

Insh had been gi� ed to the 
National Trust for Scotland (NTS) 
as part of a wider legacy with no 
conditions attached.

� e sale to a private buyer came in 

for criticism from Argyll and Bute 
MSP Michael Russell, who said it 
would have been right for NTS to 
consult locally and with national 
heritage bodies before putting the 
island on the market. 

� ere had been reports that it was 
the late owner’s wish that the island 
should remain untouched as nature 
intended.

Mr Russell said there could have 
been a chance for a community 
buyout.

New convenor of Easdale and Seil 
Community Council Zim Knight 

said its members had heard nothing 
o�  cially about the sale, before or 
a� er, adding that ‘it would have 
been nice’ if people living locally 
had been kept informed due to the 
fact it had been gi� ed to the NTS.

Mr Knight continued: ‘� e prob-
lem is that you can’t get to Insh 
easily. You can’t get a ferry there. 
You’d need your own boat but 
there’s nowhere to dock. Most peo-
ple who do make the e� ort anchor 
up away from the island then row 
in and scramble about the island, 
but there’s nothing much there. It’s 

quite rough out there. It bears the 
brunt of the elements. O�  cially all 
we can say is that if someone has 
plans to develop something they 
would need to apply through plan-
ning. We would get to know about it 
through the usual o�  cial channels 
and as a community council we 
would comment   appropriately,’ he 
added.

David Glennie, vice chairman of 
� e Scottish Slate Islands Heritage 
Trust, said it would not have been 
interested in taking on the island 
but would be ‘appalled’ if it was 
turned into a holiday complex.

He said although the island was 
never a slate-producing island, and 
therefore not o�  cially one of the 
Slate Islands, people in the past had 
fed their sheep and cattle on it.

‘We’d heard that the island was 
to be le�  unoccupied, so if that was 
the case it would be of limited use. 
We wouldn’t have known what to 
do with it but we’d be appalled if it 
was turned into a holiday complex. 
It would not be � tting,’ he said.

All eyes are on Insh
The former owner was said to 
have lived in a cave at the north 
end of the island.
Photograph: Tony Hardley.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Diarmid 
repre-
sentatives 
collected 
the Clan 
Shield.

Oban High School pupils took 
part in a prizegiving with 
a di� erence just before the 
October holiday break, writes 
Fiona Scott.

To comply with social dis-
tancing measures, the students 
took part in a virtual ceremony 
which was shared on social 
media.

Hosted by school captains 
Alik and Freya, the prizegiving 
included contributions from 
Oban High School head teach-
er Peter Bain, guest speaker Oban High School Dux 

Gold Medal recipient Freya 
MacKechnie.

Oban students have eyes on the prize
Anne Paterson, chief education 
o�  cer for Argyll and Bute, and 
a musical interlude from Oban 
High School  � ddle group 
which entertained viewers 
with an awe-inspiring version 
of Eleanor Rigby.

Mr Bain congratulated all 
pupils on their achievements 
along with his sta� , adding: ‘I 
think it is important to take the 
time to celebrate our success 
and, even though it is on a 
video, the fact we are should be 
well worth it.’

Ms Paterson told the pupils 
via video link: ‘My hope for all 
of you is that you � nd a strong 
belief in yourself and that you 
have the support to achieve this 
and be successful in all that you 
do.’

OHS Prizegiving 2020 
award winners

Alik Aleynik, Computing/
Higher, Design & Technology/
Laing Prize; Jude Bain, Sports 
Coaching/Jim Lay Trophy; Isla 
Buchanan, English/N5; Erin 
Byars, Somerled Clan Leader; 
Niamh Cameron, Gaidhlig 
Fluent/N5; Sarah Cameron, 
Gaelic Learners/Higher, 
Geography/Higher; Fergus 
Carmichael, Biology/Higher, 
Chemistry/John Porter Prize; 
Grace Charlton, English/N5, 
History N5; Oran Charlton, 
Physics/Higher, Science/SAMS 
Award; Maria Clark, Ossian 
Clan leader; Maria Clark, 
Baccalaureate; Kayra Comely, 
English/N5; Katie Cook, Gaelic 
Learners/N5; Natalie Corbe, 
Maths/N5; Eliza Cox, English/
AH, Pathways; Hannah Crowe, 
Modern Studies/N5; Tierney 
Dornan, French/AH; Alyssa 
Dowell, Application of Maths/

N5; Evie Edginton, Hospitality/
N5; Katie Edmundson, Drama/
AH; Kyle Ferguson, Games 
programming/NPA; Kate 
Findlay, Geography/N5; 
Duncan Fothergill, Business 
Management/Higher, Diarmid 
Clan Leader; Calum Garvin, 
Gaidhlig/Fluent Higher, 
Graphic Communication/
Higher; Sarah Garvin, Art 
& Design/N5; Amy Gibson, 
Health and Food Technology/
N5; Adam Hamill, Head Boy; 
Stuart Head, PE/Higher; 
Kate Home, Maths/N5, 
Administration/N5, Business 
Management/N5; Matthew 
Houston, Ossian Clan leader; 
Rowan Howe, Business 
Skills/FA; Patrick Hutchison, 
Maths/FJ MacKenzie Prize 
for AH; Mo Inall, Biology/N5, 
Chemistry/N5, Computing/
N5; Physics/N5; Sorley Inall, 
Chemistry/AH, Physics AH; 
Mairi Inglis, Drama/N5; 
Fraser Inglis, Sports Coaching/
Jim Lay Trophy; Alice 
Jackson, Health and Food 
technology/Higher; Charlotte 
Jackson-Stark, Graphic 
Communication/N5; Charlie 
Johnston, Environmental 

Science/N5; Harry Johnston, 
Maths/Higher, Exercise 
and Fitness; Jigme Jones, 
Construction/NPA; Joshua 
Layton, Chemistry/Higher; 
Emma Lutgert, Drama/
Higher; Mairi MacCorquodale, 
Maths/N5, Music/N5; Katie 
MacCorquodale, Geography/
Carraig Gheal Trophy, 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n / H i g h e r ; 
Gregor Macdonald, Music/
Higher; Amanda MacEachen, 
Fingal Clan leader; Freya 
MacKechnie, English/Higher, 
History/Higher, Modern 

Studies/Higher, RMPS/
Higher, DUX; Kate MacLeod, 
Fingal Clan leader, Dance/
Higher; Andie MacLeod, 
Art and Design/AH; � omas 
McCrindle, PE/N5; Connie 
McGhee, Dance/N5; Rose 
McIntyre, Environmental 
Science/Higher, French/
Higher, History/AH, Terry 
Donovan Citizenship Prize; 
Francis Mwangi, Somerled 
Clan leader; Alison Noble, 
Social Service Children 
and Young People/FA; Kate 
Robertson, French/N5; 
Angus Scott/Baccalaureate; 
Paige Scott, Diarmid Clan 
leader; Lexi Sloan, Business 
Education/Wiltshire Trophy; 
Eilidh Smith, Head Girl; Anna 
Tait Westwell, English/AH, 
Music/AH; Maisie Van Den 
Groenendaal, English/N5, 
RMPS/N5; Polly Williams, 
Art and Design/Higher; Clan 
Shield - Diarmid.

 Watch the full ceremony at: 
mail.google.com/mail/u/1/#in-
box/hctKJWHzStmPRKDm-
RPFtGQxFlDKZZcVtPRckcX-
QMTMtCGQgSrDmwVdlkKf-
ChlKKtfrXmfQ?projector=1

Visit our website for more information

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Secure your conservatory order 
today and pay no more until 2022.

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a 
credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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A charity which transports 
vital medical supplies and 
samples free for the NHS is to 
receive a £1,000 donation from 
Oban Common Good Fund.

�e donation to Highland 
and Islands Blood Bikes 
(HAIBB) will be used to buy a 
gazebo and accessories to help 
the charity with its fundrais-
ing e�orts in the Oban area.

HAIBB has been working 
in this area since March and 
has successfully completed a 
pilot service which means the 
partnership between it and 
NHS Highland is set to con-
tinue permanently with plans 
to expand even more when 
the charity has the capacity to 
deliver.

In June, 14 motorcyclists 
from across Oban signed up to 
help but more volunteers are 
still needed to be riders, raise 
funds and be controllers to 
organise the courier runs.

Now that the pilot project 
has moved on, the charity is 
keen to build up its bank of 
volunteers as demand from 
the NHS increases.

Ross Sharp, HAIBB 
President, said: ‘Every dona-
tion we get is precious.  We 

Bloodbikes courier vital suppiles and samples for free to 
help the NHS.

are very keen to increase our 
operations in the Oban area, 
with some very dedicated 
riders and volunteers already 
on board. 

‘�is donation, once Covid 
restrictions ease, will allow us 
to have an easily identi�able 
presence in the area, so we 
can engage with the general 
public and local businesses to 
tell everyone what we do and 
hopefully attract much-need-
ed donations.

‘We are really keen to engage 
with the community as we 
really need volunteers to help 
us and in doing so help the 
NHS improve their patient ex-
perience by ensuring samples 
and other important items are 
processed more quickly.

‘To do this we need riders, 
who will be expected to com-
mit to an advanced rider qual-
i�cation; controllers, who have 
the task of receiving the runs 
from the NHS and allocating 
the work to the riders, usually 
from their own home, and 
fundraisers, to be our face at 
events and receive donations.’

To �nd out more go to www.
haibloodbikes.co.uk or call 
07793 975916.

Oban fund drives 
blood bike charity 

Scottish Tory leader Douglas Ross visits Oban
Scottish Conservative leader 
Douglas Ross was in Oban this 
week, writes Kathie Gri�ths.

Mr Ross took in a tour of 
Cruachan Power Station at 
Lochawe before heading into 
town for a socially-distanced 
meeting with Bid4Oban chief 
executive Andrew Spence.

Despite Covid restrictions, 
Mr Ross wanted close-up infor-
mation on how Oban has been 

coping in the crisis – business 
and healthwise.

At Atlantis, he met managers 
of the community-run enter-
prise and found out more about 
the successful Lorn & Oban 
Healthy Options initiative.

A meeting with Mr Spence 
covered small businesses and 
the di�culties the town centre 
has been facing since Covid 
struck: ‘We all hope we get to 

post-Covid as soon as possible, 
but it’s absolutely vital that 
we invest in local businesses 
who have worked so hard over 
the years to get themselves 
established and have been hit 
by the lack of tourists. I want 
to ensure that these businesses 
get the support that they need 
and that’s through the Scottish 
Government,’ said Mr Scott.

Taking a di�erent direction 

and asked about the Rest and 
Be �ankful, Mr Ross praised 
work by Argyll and Bute 
Council and stakeholders to 
come up with proposals for the 
beleaguered road.

Mr Ross told �e Oban Times: 
‘We need to see this realised in 
the next parliament so people 
can see an end in sight to this 
issue.’
More at www.obantimes.co.uk Douglas Ross with Donald Cameron MSP in Oban on Monday.

Column sponsored by Safer Scotland

Enjoy 
reworks safely. Visit �rescotland.gov.uk
To report the misuse of 
reworks anonymously  

call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Remember, remember... 
the impact of �reworks
With Bon
re Night approaching and many 
events cancelled, if you are planning a private 

reworks display at home this year, it’s 
important that you know how to keep you  
and your family safe. Make sure you know  
the risks, alongside the fun and enjoyment:

1.  Check the latest Scottish Government 
guidance on meeting up with other 
households outdoors on gov.scot/
friendsandfamily

2.  Ensure you know what 
reworks are suitable 
for private use, dependent on the size of 
your garden – visit �rescotland.gov.uk

3.  Always follow the 
reworks code and read 

reworks instructions before use

Whilst 
reworks are spectacular, they can raise 
background noise levels by up to 120 decibels, 
affecting the wellbeing of those with noise 
sensitivity. The loud bangs, lights and strong 
smells of 
reworks can be challenging for 
autistic people and pet owners know only too 
well the distress it can cause to animals.

More often than not, it’s children rather than 
adults who are injured by 
reworks. 

During the bon
re season last year, 85%  
of all 
rework injuries treated at emergency 
departments happened at informal private 
displays. Over half of those requiring treatment 
were children.

Deputy Assistant Chief Of
cer Alasdair Perry, 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service’s Head of 
Prevention and Protection, said:

“First and foremost we would urge all of  
our communities to follow the advice and 
guidelines around social distancing to help  
stop the spread of COVID-19.

“We know this means that people may consider 
hosting their own events this year but we 
would urge caution around doing so because 
every year people are injured by �reworks  
and admitted to hospital - and children are 
particularly at risk.

“We are therefore strongly encouraging  
anyone who does wish to host a private event 
to reduce the risk by ensuring to familiarise 
themselves with our �rework code and �re 
safety guidance. Do not take risks because  
the consequences can be devastating.”



�e Oban Times
Thursday 29 October 202012  COURT

OT

VISITUS
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k

A �sherman has been �ned for 
his role in an Oban town centre 
brawl.

John Kirk, of 58 Spring�eld 
Road, Douglas, Isle of Man, 
pleaded guilty to an assault 
which took place in George 
Street on January 15.

At an earlier hearing, co-de-
fendants James Hannah, 43, 
of 20 Hornel Road, and Stuart 
Benson, 36, of 9 Hornel Road, 
both Kirkcudbright, also ad-
mitted charges of assault from 
the same incident. 

�eir sentence was deferred 
to a later date.

David Glancy, Procurator 
Fiscal, told Oban Sheri� Court 
that the �shermen had been 
drinking in a town pub. 

At around 12.45am, a female 
customer told her boyfriend 
that Benson had been ‘staring 
at her’, said Mr Glancy, who 
added that ‘an attempt’ was 
made to discuss the matter to 
no avail when the venue closed 
and the two groups le�. 

As the groups moved through 
the town, there was a bit of di-
alogue between the men in the 
di�erent parties and various 
�ghts broke out, he said.

One man was punched, 

dragged along the ground for 
a short distance and su�ered a 
black eye and scratches down 
his face, while another was 
punched, said Mr Glancy.

Of Kirk’s involvement, Mr 
Glancy said the 36-year-old 
had punched one man ‘several 
times’ on the head.

Police obtained CCTV foot-
age and located the men and 
they were charged.

Defence
Edward �ornton, represent-

ing Kirk, who was not in court, 
explained his client had only 
become involved because he 
had gone to the defence of one 
of his friends. 

However, Kirk recognised 
his actions went beyond what 
could be seen as self defence, 
so he had pleaded guilty to the 
charge.

Although he had a police 
record for tra�c matters, Kirk 
was not normally involved 
in such incidents, said Mr 
�ornton, adding that he was 
a working man supporting a 
partner and two children.

Sheri� Patrick Hughes �ned 
Kirk £280 for the assault 
and imposed a £20 victim 
surcharge.

A sheri� has described as 
‘shameful’ the abusive mes-
sages sent by a man to his 
ex-partner and her mother.

Jordan Dawson, of 37 
Pitdinnie Avenue, Cairneyhill, 
East Fife, and the Oban 
woman were in a relationship 
between May 2017 and August 
2018 and had a child, the sher-
i� court was told.

But following the end of 
the relationship, Dawson 
sent a string of messages via 
WhatsApp and Facebook 
messenger between July 10 
and August 10 this year, the 
court heard.

He accused her of using a 
dating app, challenged his 
former partner about certain 
men and their suitability 
and implied he was going to 
commit suicide, said David 
Glancy, Procurator Fiscal.

Dawson, 26, sent a pho-
tograph of a boat and the 
message: ‘Tell me the truth or 

this is the last time you’ll hear 
from me and no-one will see 
me again,’ according to Mr 
Glancy.

Later, in an argument with 
her mother over the return 
of the child, he made ‘grossly 
o�ensive’ remarks.

Dawson pleaded guilty to 
abusive behaviour between 
July 10 and August 10. He also 
admitted sending a quantity 
of abusive messages on August 
10.

His solicitor Kevin 
McGinness said that while the 

relationship had ended, it had 
continued ‘on and o�’ between 
April and July this year.

�e couple had talked about 
having another child together 
but Dawson, who worked reg-
ularly overseas, found out she 
had been ‘unfaithful for quite 
some considerable time’, said 
Mr McGinness.

�is had come as a ‘signif-
icant shock’ to him and he 
ended up in a ‘very unhappy 
frame of mind’ and on 
medication as he struggled to 
come to terms with what had 
happened.

Mr McGinness said his client 
had genuine concerns about 
the suitability of a man in his 
ex-partner’s life and the e�ect 
it could have on their child.

Previously, Dawson had en-
joyed a good relationship with 
her mother but things had not 
been as ‘jovial’ at the break up.

When he had raised his 
concerns about the man she 
was with, he had been o�end-
ed by her mother’s ‘deeply 
provocative’ remark that the 

other man was a ‘better father’ 
than him. 

Despite the fall out, there 
had been ‘no bad words’ since 
and Dawson had realised that 
it was in the best interests of 
the child to keep relations on 
a civil footing.

�e victim had also not 
wanted a non-harassment 
order because she did not feel 
physically at risk from him, 
the court heard.

Sheri� Patrick Hughes told 
Dawson that when relation-
ships ended it was natural for 
one party to feel anger and 
hurt. But it had to be dealt 
with in an ‘adult and civilised’ 
way, said the sheri�.

‘You have not done so,’ said 
Sheri� Hughes. ‘Your com-
ments can only be described 
as shameful.

‘You have to realise this 
relationship has come to an 
end and your child is the most 
important thing in all of this.’

Dawson was �ned a total 
of £500 with a £20 victim 
surcharge.

Fisherman went to 
friend’s aid, court hears Ex-partner in court for 

‘shameful’ messages
COURT

Oban Sheri� Court.
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Around a dozen people in 
Oban joined thousands across 
the country protesting against 
Poland’s new abortion laws on 
Saturday.

Organised by Anna Bojarska, 
the group gathered at the clock 
in the town’s Station Square 
to raise awareness of the issue 
which was sparked o�  last 
� ursday when a Polish court 
ruling banned almost all abor-
tions - with exceptions only for 
cases of rape, incest or where 
the mother’s health is at risk.

Abortions carried out when 
the foetus is malformed, which 
accounted for 98 per cent of 
legal terminations last year, 
have now been outlawed.

‘By supporting women in 
Poland and going out into the 
streets, I wanted to spread the 
word about this problem,’ said 
Anna.

‘Knowing that there have 

been protests in Poland since 
the law was passed, I decided 
not to stand indi� erently and 
support women in Poland in 
their struggle.

‘I knew that on Saturday 
in Edinburgh in front of the 
Polish embassy there was a 
protest of Polish women and 
men against the withdrawal 
of the right, which is already 
very radical in Poland, to 

allow a decision to terminate 
a pregnancy in the case of 
severe birth defects. What is 
happening in Poland now is a 
violation of human rights.

‘Me, my children and many 
other Polish women who live 
in Scotland are lucky to live 
here and have the opportunity 
to decide.

‘Such a right was taken from 
women living in Poland. � ere 

is already a ban on abortion 
in Poland, however, the law 
allowed abortion in the case of 
con� rmed severe fetal impair-
ment and in the case of rape - 
in these two cases women had 
the right to choose.

‘Under the cover of coronavi-
rus at night � e Constitutional 
Court changed the law with-
out informing and without 
public discussion on abortion 
rights in special cases. � e 
Polish government does not 
support the family in any way. 
Treatment, rehabilitation and 
care rests solely on the shoul-
ders of the parents.’

Protesters’ solidarity 
with their Polish sisters

Anna organised the protest 
against Poland’s new 
abortion laws, which took 
place at Station Square on 
Saturday.Ulva primary wins gold

Ulva Primary School on the Isle 
of Mull has been presented with  
a gold award by the Woodland 
Trust for its green activities.

� e trust’s Green Tree Schools 
initiative o� ers schools the 
opportunity to bring the great 
outdoors, wildlife and green 
issues into the classroom.

To achieve this award, pupils 
planted new trees on the Isle 
of Ulva; created artwork using 
natural materials; visited local 
woods and completed wood-
land workshops with Ranger 
Jan Dunlop. � e children also 
increased recycling, created 
tree champions to be a voice for 
woods and trees and held an as-
sembly based on the story of � e 
Man Who Planted Trees, while 
discussing climate change.

Pupils also explored the tradi-

tions of tree dressing around the 
world and held their own tree 
dressing ceremony, decorating 
one of the trees in the school 
grounds with Christmas wishes 
for the future and homemade fat 
balls for the birds.

Susie Carmichael, head 
teacher at Ulva primary, said: 
‘� e children have worked 
really hard on a wide range of 
exciting challenges to achieve 
their bronze, silver and now 
gold Woodland Trust Award. 
� is would not have been 
possible without the support of 
our wonderful community. � is 
has been a wonderful learning 
experience for the children and 
I’m so proud of them. � ey are 
passionate about the vital part 
trees play in maintaining our 
environment.’

The proud youngsters with their gold award and certi� cate. by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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SHOP LOCAL • EAT LOCAL • SUPPORT LOCAL
#ObanMinded

Making Oban the place to 
stay, explore and spend!
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The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Get behind the skatepark

Do the right thing EWM

What great news this week that plans for an 
Oban skatepark are moving forward.

� is project has been derailed too many 
times and we owe it to the youngsters in the 
area to help them create a central site where 
they can meet friends, build up their skills, 
stay healthy and have fun.

You don’t need to do much to show 
your support at this stage. Just ‘Like’ the 
skatepark’s Facebook page and help it show 
potential funders that its community is 
supporting them.

It is completely shameful that Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill bosses have not had the 
decency to keep their employees informed 
about the state of the company and whether 
they still have a job or not.

We know this is a di�  cult time, but loyal 
workers, some of whom have been with the 
company for decades, deserve better. 

� e uncertainty of whether they will still 
have a job at the end of the week is not good 
enough.

We hope EWM will be able to save some 
of its stores, particularly in Oban, but if not, 
don’t make things worse – do the right thing 
by your employees.

Think before you donate
Before any reader thinks twice about putting a 
penny in the Morvern woodland group’s beg-
ging bowl to enable them to acquire the 6,000 
acre Killundine Estate for free, they should 
consider several factors (Lochaber Times, 
October 22).

 � e group does not represent the Morvern 
community because it does not have the man-
date required under the Community Right to 
Buy Regulations. It should have had from the 
very beginning but didn't and is now using coro-
navirus as an excuse when time is running out.

 At the last minute, ballot papers and a 
covering letter in favour of the buy-out group 
are being sent out through a London election 
service agency to voters in Morvern and others 
elsewhere selected by the group. 

What is happening here? What of the great 
democratic voting process this country once 
prided itself in?

 � e purchase cost of Killundine is £2.7 
million. I estimate an additional £2-3 million 
rebuild will be required. Where is this to come 
from with mass redundancies and � nancial 
meltdown imminent? � is scheme will bring 
only one thing to Morvern – notoriety.

Iain � ornber, Knock House, Morvern.

Concern over buyout
I refer to the report on the Killundine estate 
crowdfunding in last week’s issue.

I am concerned this is not a true community 
buyout but individuals, who are not answerable 
to the residents of Morvern, applying to the 
Scottish Government for � nance to purchase 
a large amount of land. � is is surely not 
democratic.

� e ballot now taking place is a private one 
� nanced by the group with some voting papers 
being received outwith Morvern. � e only 
people entitled to vote should be those living 
locally who appear on the o�  cial electoral reg-
ister. Community buyouts are welcome in most 
instances, but the � nal solution is land reform.

Alastair Sinclair, Lochaline, Morvern.

Services a great comfort
I must admit I was positively surprised that a 
matter raised by Mr MacDonald has started a 
debate.

I think the fact that for three consecutive weeks 
we have read about the role and struggles of our 
churches during the pandemic from various 
people suggests a wider discussion is necessary?

I am an OAP and most of my family live in 
Glasgow. Due to various restrictions, they have 

not been able to see me as o� en as before. If not 
for my church and the presence of our priest, it 
would have been far more di�  cult to cope with 
the pressures, anxiety and solitude.

Our services were streamed from the begin-
ning of the pandemic and for me and my friends 
from the area and beyond this has been a great 
comfort. 

Yes, we prayerfully re� ect upon the One 
Solitary Life as Dr Hardy has written, but we 
also remember the words of our Saviour: For 
where two or three gather in my name, there am 
I with them.

Our church still plays a great role in our society, 
especially to people of my generation. Perhaps 
a wider article by � e Oban Times would be a 
good idea to bring to the wider community the 
work that is being done during the pandemic by 
our priest? He is certainly not idle.

Mae MacDonald, Morar.

Oban’s hospitality heroes
We’d like to recognise all those involved in 
hospitality in Oban and the surrounding area.

At a time when we are all trying to be safe and 
still support local business, we are delighted 
at the exemplary fashion in which cafes, pubs, 
restaurants and hotels have reacted to the new 
guidelines. � ey acted quickly and shared 
changes on social media, and by word of mouth 
quickly and with good grace. Well done to 
everyone involved. Having made the most of 
takeaway services in the last few days, we are so 
impressed with the positive attitude in all the 
places we have been to. 

As NHS sta�  gear up again, we’d like to recog-
nise everyone in our community who provides 
all the much-needed services. � is is a great 
place to live and thrive in. � ank you all.

Joy and Campbell Cameron.

’S math an còcaire an t-acras, a rèir an 
t-sean� acail, ach gu cinnteach cha dheagh 
chompanach e! � a cuimhne mhath agam air 
còmhradh ann an 1985 le seann saighdearan 
Gàidhealach is iad air turas air ais chun a’ 
Phòlainn far an robh iad air a bhith nam prìosa-
naich cogaidh fad chòig bliadhna. Chaidh an 
gabhail aig Saint Valery toiseach an Ògmhios 
1940 agus dh’� uiling iad dochann de gach 
seòrsa mar phrìosanaich agus mar thràillean fo 
smachd an nàmhaid. An dèidh còrr air ceathrad 
bliadhna bha iad air tilleadh chun na làraich 
san do chaith mòran aca bliadhnaichean an 
òige, agus b’ e cuimhneachain gu math duilich 
a dhùisg a’ chuairt dhan mhòr-chuid aca. 

Leis an Dàrna Cogadh a’ tighinn gu crìch 
bha na prìosanaich agus an cuid gheàrd glacte 
eadar caidreachas airm ag imeachd bhon taobh 
an iar, agus arm an Ruis a’ tighinn bhon àird an 
ear. Chuir na Gearmailtich romhpa teicheadh 
bho na Ruiseanaich agus na prìosanaich a 
bhuineadh dhan taobh an iar a ghluasad chun 
an iar gus an coinnicheadh iad na feachdan a 
bha tighinn bhon taobh sin. Dh’� àg sin mìlte-
an de phrìosanaich, lag le cion bìdh fad chòig 
bliadhna, agus le èideadh mì-� reagarrach ann 
am meadhan a’ gheamhraidh, a’ coiseachd 
fad cheithir mìosan bhon Phòlainn chun na 
Gearmailte. 

Gun dìon bhon aimsir bha iad a’ cadal air an 

talamh mar bheathaichean, tric gun bhiadh 
ach mar a thogadh iad à achannan bhuntàta 
neo tuirneap ’s a dh’itheadh iad amh. Cha b’ 
iongnadh gun do chaill mòran am beatha air “a’ 
chaismeachd bhàsmhor” iargalta ri linn laigse 
acrais agus tinneas. “An d’ � airich thu � èin 
acras riamh?”, dh’� aighnich fear de na seann 
laoich dhìom.  “Cha d’ � airich riamh! � a mise 
a’ ciallachadh cràdh nad mhionach is an dàrna 
caolan mar gum biodh e ag ithe a’ chaolain eile, 
is thu a’ faicinn na feòla a’ tuiteam far cholainn 
do chompanaich, is dhiot � èin! Cha tuig e ach 
an neach a bha thall ‘s a chunnaic! Chan eil 
tuigse aig daoine air mar a thachair dhuinn!”

Dè shaoileadh an duine còir nan robh e beò 
an-diugh ’s e a’ faicinn mìltean chloinne feadh 
na dùthcha ann am bochdainn agus an eisimeil 
biadh na sgoile gus annlan susbainteach a thoirt 
dhaibh gach latha. Bhiodh an aon sgreamh air 
is a th’ air na mìltean againne a’ cluinntinn 
Bhuill-Pàrlamaid a’ diùltadh biadh a thoirt 
dhan chloinn sin tro shaor-làithean na sgoile, 
gun mhothachadh ga thoirt dha ìre fulangais 
na cloinne, agus am pàrantan.  Mo mhìle bean-
nachd aig Marcus Rashford MBE (mu bhiadh 
èiginn?!) a bha thall ‘s a chunnaic, agus tha mi 
’n dòchas gun tig lèirsinn maslaidh air na tha 
a’ cur an aghaidh a chuid mholaidhean às leth 
na cloinne!

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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Fundraiser Willy Munro has raised thousands 
of pounds so far by completing a 26-mile trek 
in aid of veterans' charities.

� e marathon-sized e� ort saw Royal British 
Legion Easdale Branch member Mr Munro 
from Seil take on the challenge to help � ll a 
fundraising gap caused by coronavirus which 
has halted many other money-making activi-
ties for charities.

� e Easdale branch usually makes £4,000 to 
£5,000 a year through fundraising activities 
for charities including Erskine and SSAFA 
– the Armed Forces charity, the Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen and Families Association.

Mr Munro's attempt took him eight hours, 
eight minutes and 51 seconds to � nish the 
walk on October 7, smashing his target of 
£2,000, with donations still coming in.

� e route took in Ardmaddy over to Degnish, 
out to Melfort and across to Kilninver before 
heading back over Clachan Bridge to Seil and 
back home.

'It's a tremendous amount and our thanks 
go to everyone who has donated, said Jean 
Alexander, branch secretary.

� ere are lots of photographs to see from 
the hike on the Royal British Legion Easdale 
Branch’s Dad’s Army Facebook page

A short � lm produced by GH Productions 
is also going out on YouTube so people can 
follow Mr Munro’s gruelling trek.

� e branch’s Poppy Collection has also 
begun for 2020 and is being masterminded 
by Stuart and Ann Reid who organise it every 
year.

More than 600 letters, containing two 
poppies in the envelopes, are being delivered 
to every household on Seil, Easdale, Luing 
and Kilmelford inviting people to make a 
donation online or in the Poppy Scotland 

Barcaldine Primary School pupil James Hibbert, 
eight, won a night’s stay in a castle a� er carving 
out a winning pumpkin.

� e youngster’s pumpkin was voted the best by 
visitors to luxury B&B Barcaldine Castle.

� e competition was organised by the castle’s 
owners for pupils at James’ school nearby.

As part of his prize, lucky James got to stay in 
the room of his choice – he went for the Airds 
Suite in the turret – and took his dad Iain along 
for company.

Iain said: ‘Wow! What an experience, follow-
ing all Covid recommendations we checked into 
the castle and our fantastic room. It was huge 
with a small o�  ce area o�  to the side in a turret.’

� e pair had time to go exploring down to the 
dungeon and found one of the secret staircases 
up into the Great Hall.

‘� e atmosphere was brilliant. Real � res, fan-
tastic artwork, and lovely and quiet – apart from 
the creaky doors!’

James and his dad tucked into a tasty breakfast 
of porridge and berries, smoked haddock and 
poached eggs the next morning.

‘Abbie and Daniel at the castle have been 
fantastic supporting our wee school. Last year 
they allowed the school to hold the nativity play 
there. � e pupils had also been learning Scottish 
dancing and we had a wee ceilidh with the chil-
dren leading the dances in the Great Hall. It was 
a very memorable evening,’ added Iain.

Jenny McMaster from Mary’s Meals receives a 
£180 cheque from Graham Fraser of Alba the 
Artshop in Oban. Each year Alba sells a spe-
cially chosen range of charity Christmas cards 
where 50p from every pack goes to the charity, 
helping feed more than a million children in 
need, every day, around the world.

Bins over� owing with rubbish are causing 
concern for people living on Islay.

Island councillor Alastair Redman says he 
has been receiving many emails and phone 
calls from residents worried that household 
waste bags are being put in the public bins 
which is exasperating the problem.

‘I have asked the council if they would consid-
er increasing the number of upli� s particularly 
as the island is quite busy just now. 

‘I also have concerns that the piling up of 
rubbish could become a public health issue,’ he 
said.

Funding boost on the 
cards for Mary’s Meals

OBAN

ISLAY

Over� owing bins cause 
concern to islanders collecting tins out now in local pubs, shops 

and hotels.
‘� e generosity of the community for this 

appeal is always amazing and the total raised 
in our small area o� en surpasses areas with 
much larger populations,' said branch mem-
ber Ron Hetherington.

‘We can’t rattle the collecting tins this year 
because of Covid but people can still make 
a donation and show their support for our 
armed forces charities.

‘� is is a unique way of overcoming the 
di�  culties put in the way by the virus of 
collecting for this very important appeal,’ 
added Ron. 

Willy’s Wander for veterans 
smashes fundraising target

Willy Munro makes it back to Ellenabeich 
Square after his 26 mile trek for veterans’ 
charities

Lucky James carves 
out a castle stay

James 
arrives 
outside 
Barcaldine 
Castle to 
enjoy a 
night away 
� t for a 
king.
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BUSINESS NEWS
Website and online ordering 
boosts Wee Kelpie takeaway

Kerr and Nicola Raeburn, owners of The Wee Kelpie in Helensburgh.

An award-winning � sh and chip takeaway 
in Argyll and Bute has adapted to Covid-19 
restrictions with the creation of a new website 
and introduction of online ordering, following 
support from DigitalBoost, Scotland’s national 
digital training programme, delivered by 
Business Gateway.

� e Wee Kelpie is a world-renowned � sh and 
chip shop, established in 2011. 

Led by husband and wife team Nicola and 
Kerr Raeburn, the Helensburgh-based business 
closed at the start of lockdown to ensure the 
health and safety of their team.

Following this, Nicola and Kerr approached 
Business Gateway to identify how they could 
adapt their business model to reopen in the 
safest way possible and limit their exposure to 
the public to reduce the spread of the virus.

� rough DigitalBoost, � e Wee Kelpie ac-
cessed one-to-one support, including expert ad-
vice as they started building their � rst website. 

Nicola was supported as she went through 
appointing a web developer, with Business 
Gateway input to the plan and brief, helping to 
ensure the website met their business needs.

Business Gateway was also able to signpost 
funding opportunities, allowing the couple 
to get funding through the Business Gateway 
Local Growth Accelerator Programme towards 
their new website and the necessary equipment 
needed to adapt their operations. 

� e Business Gateway Local Growth 
Accelerator Programme is funded by Argyll 
and Bute Council and the European Regional 
Development Fund 2014-20 Structural Funds 
Programme.

Nicola said: ‘Before the pandemic, we relied on 
footfall and word of mouth to drive sales. A� er 
deciding to close, we knew we had to explore 
other ways of operating and Business Gateway 
was there to help take us through this process.

‘� rough DigitalBoost, we were able to access 
expert, impartial help which was invaluable as 
we started the process of building a website. 

‘It was particularly helpful as we searched for 
a web-developer to support us, as I received sev-
eral quotes and con� icting advice from design 
agencies. However, our DigitalBoost consultant 
was friendly, knowledgeable and explained 
things clearly to us, outlining what we needed to 
do to adapt and launch a new platform.’

Rewarding
Jen Smith, business adviser for Business 

Gateway Argyll and Bute, said: ‘It is rewarding 
to see how this package of support has come 
together for Nicola and team, and assisted their 
safe reopening.

‘Having a strong online presence will continue 
to be vital for businesses and for many this can 
be daunting, especially if this is something they 

Crerar Hotels is among some of the top 
names in Scottish hospitality supporting 
a new social media driven ‘Save our Jobs’ 
campaign.

Crerar runs the Oban Bay Hotel and Spa 
and is led by company chairman Paddy 
Crerar CBE. � e group has joined those 
calling for urgent support from governments 
in Westminster and Holyrood. It has 
warned that up to 100,000 jobs in Scotland’s 
hospitality sector are on the line when 
the nationwide furlough scheme ends on 
October 31.

Among the supporters of the campaign are 
Michelin star chef Tom Kitchin, Nic Wood 
of pub and bar collection Signature Group, 
and James � omson of Preston� eld and � e 
Witchery. Hospitality workers have shared 
‘Save our Jobs’ sel� es on social media to 
highlight the faces behind the jobs.

Many business owners are worried they are 
running out of time to save vital jobs, many 
of which are held by people aged 16 to 24.

Jobs at risk also include those in the supply 
chain, such as Scottish food and drink 
producers, logistical services and mainte-
nance support, campaigners said.

Nic Wood said: ‘We hope this campaign 
will drive awareness to the plight of our 
young workforce as their employment 
prospects dwindle. We care about every 
member of our team and to not be able to 
save every job causes us a huge amount of 
distress. With the appropriate measures, 
hospitality can be a Covid-secure environ-
ment, so we want to press that with the right 
support, the industry can reopen safely, thus 
protecting jobs.’

People can show their support on social 
media using the hash tag #SaveOurJobs and 
#ScottishHospitality.

Social media campaign 
to save hospitality jobs 

haven’t done before. However, the DigitalBoost 
programme can help, providing free, expert, 
impartial advice to support businesses as they 
take their operations online, and our Local 
Growth Accelerator Programme remains open 
to those looking to grow.’

� e Local Growth Accelerator Programme 
Argyll and Bute is open to businesses aiming 
to increase their turnover by £50,000 or more 
within the next three years. 

� ey must be based in Argyll and Bute; micro, 
small or medium sized (fewer than 250 employ-
ees and less than €50m turnover or balance sheet 
total of less than €43m); not account managed 
by Highlands and Islands Enterprise or Scottish 
Enterprise and not operating solely as retailers.

Do you have a business that, through no fault of 
your own, � nd yourself confronting various pressing 
business problems as a direct result of the government 
restrictions to quell the spread of COVID-19?

CALL OUR DEDICATED HELPLINE
There are various options available to businesses and 
if you need a sounding board or to speak to a � nancial 
expert about your options, we are here to listen and 
o� er free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

4 High Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478
168 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000

{                                      }Wylie & Bisset  are giving free business 
advice to steer Scottish businesses through 

the Coronavirus post lock down

Call now on 
0141 566 7096



Thursday 29 October 2020   17

Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

FSB tourism webinar
� e Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) 
is holding a webinar for all companies with 
an interest in tourism in the region to give 
them an insight into the likely shape of their 
industry post-Covid.

Tanja Lister, director of the Kylesku Hotel 
in Sutherland and FSB Highlands and 
Islands area leader, will host the online event 
on Wednesday November 4 from 10.30am 
till 11.30am. � e webinar is open to all 
businesses throughout the Highlands and 
Islands and is free to attend.

David Richardson, FSB’s Highlands and 
Islands development manager, said: ‘While 
the priority right now for many tourism 
business owners in our region is surviving 
until next season, and doing so in reasonably 
good condition, all know that tourism has 
changed since the coronavirus crisis began.

‘Hard-pressed businesses need to start 
planning for next year soon and to do so 
they need the best possible insights into the 
sort of world they will be operating in.

‘Our national tourism organisation 
VisitScotland has naturally put a lot of 
work into trying to predict what the new 
tourism landscape will look like post-Covid, 
especially at how consumer demand and 
trends will change. 

‘Alongside Ms Lister, VisitScotland's 
senior insights manager Chris Greenwood 
and regional leadership director for the 
Highlands and Outer Hebrides Chris Taylor 
will form a panel and the FSB is inviting 
businesses from across the region to submit 
questions in advance via email to david.
richardson@fsb.org.uk.

‘Recognising the health of our tourism 
industry is inextricably linked to the eco-
nomic health of our region as a whole, the 
FSB is delighted to invite business owners 
from across the region to join us for this 
important webinar,’ added Mr Richardson.

‘� e panel will discuss VisitScotland’s 
predictions and look at how Highlands and 
Islands businesses can adapt to make best 
use of the opportunities and overcome any 
threats.’

Booking for the webinar is essential. To 
receive the webinar link go to www.fsb.org.
uk/event-calendar

Covid-19 remains a worry for more than 
three-quarters of businesses, according to 
recent Business Gateway research.

If this includes your business, Business 
Gateway is here to help, providing support on 
everything from switching to online platforms, 
business strategy, redundancy, HR, � exible 
working and crisis planning.

Across the country, the Business Gateway 
service has adopted to virtual working and has 
been supporting businesses as they adapt, plan 
and change to new environments.

One-to-one support from an experienced 
business adviser can provide a lifeline to help 
businesses rebuild and move forward and the 
team continues to provide free help to new and 
existing business owners.

In Argyll and Bute since lockdown was intro-
duced, Business Gateway has already  received 
double the volume of enquiries compared to 
last year and has helped more than 150 business 

provides businesses with free support to help 
them take advantage of technologies, improve 
productivity and increase resilience through 
webinars, guides, video tutorials, case studies 
and one-to-one advice.

By contacting Business Gateway Argyll and 
Bute, businesses may be able to secure one hour 
with a digital specialist to help across a range of 
issues including digital strategy and building an 
e-commerce platform. 

Following completion of the Digital Health 
Check available via the website, more intensive 
digital support may also be available from 
DigitalBoost to help established businesses 
implement their growth plans by building 
online booking and ticketing systems, social 
media, cyber resilience, data analytics, digital 
marketing strategy and e-commerce.

For more information and to connect with 
Business Gateway please visit www.bgateway.
com or contact 01546 808363.

Digital skills help businesses respond

A Hebridean clothing company is ensuring that 
an age-old knitting tradition is being kept alive.

Herring Girl Knitwear, based on the Isle of 
Barra, has created a workforce of skilled knitters 
and is marking its � rst year since launch.

By using unique patterns and styles � rst devel-
oped across Scotland and its islands during the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries, it has helped 
revive a tradition at risk of being lost.

� e company was inspired by a formidable 
band of women from across Scotland known as 
‘Herring Girls’. 

� ey followed the shoals of herring around the 
British coast to gut and cure � sh, o� en spending 
months away from home.

Despite the hard work and poor living con-
ditions, the women would spend their time o�  
talking, singing and knitting.

� eir skills and patterns were handed down 
from generation to generation and would o� en 
include nautical designs such as anchors and 
ship’s wheels, or hearts and marriage lines.

Such was the distinctive skill of the knitters, 
it is said that a � sherman's home port could be 
identi� ed by the pattern of his Guernsey. � e 
new company also uses the o�  cial one, two or 
three letter � shing port registrations to signify 
which community the patterns relate to.

Margaret Anne Elder – known as ‘CY Grian 
nan Oir’ to her customers - is the founder and 
designer of Herring Girl.

She explained: 'I watched my grandmother 
knitting every moment of the day. O� en, when 

owners adapt to Covid-19. � e pandemic has 
also clearly shown the real value that businesses 
gain from using online platforms, which can 
provide a direct, low-cost way to keep in touch 
with clients and potentially allow online sales.

Over the coming months, digital upskilling 
and maximising the use of technology will 
continue to be a powerful tool in helping bring 
the country out of the � nancial crisis and given 
this, it is vitally important businesses continue 
to get the most out of digital platforms. Business 
Gateway has a range of webinars running in 
November that focus on relevant topics for busi-
ness owners who want the most out of digital 
platforms. � is includes sessions on Facebook 
for business, how to develop video for social 
media and producing engaging online content.

DigitalBoost, Scotland’s national digital 
training programme, delivered by Business 
Gateway, is a critical tool for businesses during 
this period. Now in its � � h year, DigitalBoost 

she walked from her home village to the shop or 
post o�  ce she could knit one sock there and one 
on the way back. Anyone who remembers her 
will always talk of her knitting.

'For many years I’ve been determined to bring 
the story of the Herring Girls to life in some way, 
to honour those brave girls and women who had 
such a hard life and spent their time o�  creating 
such gorgeous gi� s for their families.

'Each pattern has a story that relates to our 
island heritage and I am proud to ensure those 
patterns and styles live on and can be passed 
onto future generations.'

She now has � ve experienced knitters supply-
ing quality garments for Herring Girl and hopes 
to recruit younger knitters willing to learn 
the cra�  and history and pass it on to the next 
generation.

'I am very keen to make sure these skills and 
patterns are handed on, just as they were to me. 
In these times, knitting is a therapeutic pastime 
which can provide a calming distraction to all 
that is going on around us.'

All of the products are available at www.
herringgirlcollection.com or via their retail 
stockists and can be made to order.

Herring Girls’ knitting tradition is a good yarn

Get the best from your business  
with help from Business Gateway.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your  
local o�ce on 01546 808 363 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Friends for life: lessons in loyalty – part 2
IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

One of the saddest partings I know began in 
Glen Orchy in 1930 and � rst came to the atten-
tion of the public through a report in � e Oban 
Times of July 26 that year. � e report read:  ‘� e 
body of a man in a state of decomposition was 
found on Wednesday [23 July] lying under a 
clump of trees close to the road about two miles 
from Bridge of Orchy. Beside the man was also 
found a dog. Up till a late hour on Wednesday 
night no particulars had been obtained as to the 
identity of the dog.’ 

A reporter for � e Oban Times got onto it 
and by August 2 had the story: ‘On the 23rd of 
July Mr Richard Fleming, shooting tenant of 
Blackmount, when out shooting roe-buck came 
across the remains, in an advanced state of de-
composition, of an elderly man, who has since 
been identi� ed by relatives as Mr Alexander 
Kennedy of Blarour [Spean Bridge] aged about 
61, who followed the occupation of shepherd. 
Information was at once sent to Police Constable 
Martin at Bridge of Orchy and the deceased’s 
relatives, who were traced by correspondence 
found on the body, were immediately commu-
nicated with. 

‘It is supposed that Kennedy, overcome by 
illness, had laid down to rest a short distance 
from the railway and there succumbed. He was 
last seen alive by Mr James Haggart towards the 
end of May at Bridge of Orchy making in the 
direction of Glencoe. During the two months 
that the body had lain in its lonely state, a 
faithful vigil was kept by his black and white 
collie dog, which was found guarding the body. 
� e remains were interred in the churchyard at 
Dalmally on the 26th [July], the Rev Farquhar, 
the parish minister, o�  ciating.

‘� e extraordinary � delity of this dog to his 
dead master is shown by its lonely watch of two 
months. 

Only occasionally, it would appear, the animal 
le�  for food, which it got by visiting one or two 
houses in the district. No-one knew from where 
the dog came or where it went until the body of 
its master was discovered. With almost human 
intelligence, it followed the remains on the day 
of the funeral to Dalmally churchyard, the route 
followed being through Glen Orchy, a distance 

of 15 miles being traversed. It then disappeared 
and subsequently eluded kindly e� orts to secure 
it for some days. It has since been secured and is 
to be delivered to a brother of [the] deceased in 
Skye, who is anxious to have the animal, which 
was the constant companion of the deceased. 

� e striking � delity of the dog appealed 
strongly to animal lovers, several of who o� ered 
to provide a home for it.’ 

� ere was more to come from � e Oban Times 
in the form of a report on August 16 headed ‘� e 
Shepherd and his dog – Watt the mystery dog’.  
It will not detract from appreciation of the � del-
ity of the dog to know that the dog, which had 
watched for two months its master’s remains, 
disappeared on their discovery. � e � nding of 
the body near Blackmount was reported in � e 

Oban Times of August 2. Another dog was mis-
taken at Dalmally for the companion of the old 
shepherd: it will be a pity that the faithful dog 
should end up by being shot, which will happen 
if it goes wild. We make this appeal that a 
lookout should be kept for him. He is black with 
a white stripe on his neck and white fore-paws 
and with a very bush tail. His name is ‘Watt’.

‘It is probable that he went on the way to retrace 
his master’s journey by Ardlui and Balloch, or 
else, is making for his home at Spean Bridge. 
In any case, the devoted collie has a wild and 
lonely track to follow. It would bring satisfaction 
to many of our readers to know that ‘Watt’ has 
been found and we trust that information may 
be sent to us for publication.’

Nothing further appeared until the 20th of 

September when a letter arrived on the edi-
tor’s desk from Alberta, Canada, headed ‘� e 
Companionship of the Collie’ and read:  Sir,  I 
have today received � e Oban Times dated 2 
August 1930, in which appears a report of the 
sad death of Mr Alexander Kennedy, shepherd, 
Blarour, Spean Bridge, and the almost human 
faithfulness of his collie dog. My comrade (an-
other Highlander) and myself read the report, 
and I am not ashamed to say that it brought the 
tears to our eyes and brought memories of our 
native land nearer to us than anything we have 

Above: it’s a dog’s life; and right, Clachan 
an Diseart Graveyard, Dalmally, where 
Alexander Kennedy is buried. Photographs:  Iain 

Thornber.

 
FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 
22, 2020 are listed below with diff erences for major ports listed 
underneath. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

THURSDAY 
Heavy rain and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 10°C to 12ºC.
FRIDAY 
Light rain and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 8°C to 12ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK 
Saturday 
Light rain showers and a fresh breeze
Temperatures 9ºC to 13ºC.
Sunday
Light rain showers and a fresh breeze
Temperatures 8ºC to 12ºC.

WEATHER

HIGH LOW

12 8
MPH10

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

Thur 04.23 3.5 10.44 1.1 
 16.35 3.9 22.59 1.2
Fri 04.50 3.7 11.17 1.1 
 17.07 4.0 23.28 1.1
Sat 05.20 3.9 11.48 1.0 
 17.38 4.1 23.57 1.0
Sun 05.49 4.0 12.17 1.1 
 18.09 4.1 **.** *.*
Mon 00.28 1.0 06.16 4.0 
 12.46 1.2 18.38 4.0
Tues 01.00 1.1 06.44 3.9 
 13.14 1.3 19.07 3.9
Wed 01.29 1.2 07.13 3.8
 13.39 1.5 19.36 3.7 
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryearsFriends for life: lessons in loyalty – part 2

ever read since taking up our abode in this far-
o�  Province of Canada. We have each a collie 
dog and sometimes for weeks on end they are 
our only companions. For several months until 
a few weeks ago I looked a� er a � ock of sheep 
for an American farmer in the district. I was for 
eight weeks at a stretch out on the prairie with 
the � ock, my only companions during that time 
being my saddle horse and my collie dog.

‘About the beginning of July, I came o�  the 
prairie with the � ock to the home farm to have 
them clipped. Each day I kept in the approxi-
mate number I could clip and my employer 
herded the others out on the pasture a good bit 
away from the buildings. 

‘My faithful collie went out with the sheep 
every day, remained with them all day and 
returned with them at night. He would visit me 
in the shed where I was clipping once or twice 
during the day and then return to the sheep. 
� is went on for about 10 days and he paid not 
the slightest attention to my employer.  

‘I get your valuable paper sent out to me 
regularly every week and would not like to be 
without. I am etc Archibald MacIntyre’.

� e Kennedy’s of Lochaber were a very old 
family mentioned in Highland history in 1577. 
� ere is a local tradition that their forebears 
had a lease of Clunes near Achnacarry from the 

Lords of the Isles, which is probably correct as 
the burial place there is used almost exclusively 
for Kennedys and Camerons – Charles Kennedy  
(1959-2015) MP, leader of the Liberal Democrats 
and Privy Counsellor, being one of the last to be 
interred there. Accused of being cattle thieves, 
one of these Kennedys became a doctor and was 
described as ‘one of the best surgeons and best 
men in Scotland’. Another was a member of the 
Legislative Council of Victoria, Australia. 

� e Kennedy clan loyalty wavered between the 
Camerons and the MacDonalds until someone 
described the latter as having no equal ‘in vil-
lainy and wickedness of all kinds’. 

Alexander, who died near Bridge of Orchy in 
1930, should have been buried in Kilmonivaig, 
Blarour, near Spean Bridge, where many of his 
kindred lie, but perhaps the circumstances at 
the time prevented it.

Last week I visited Dalmally and, along with 
local historian Mrs Dinning, we searched the 
old graveyard of Clachan an Diseart for a stone 
to Alexander. Although we were unsuccessful, 
I did see several centuries-old grave slabs 
depicting deer being chased by dogs which 
were most likely favourites of the hunter who 
commissioned them: proof, if proof is necessary,  
that dogs have been man’s closest companions 
for a long time.

We think this photograph was taken in Islay and has something to do with the RNLI. From 
left: Willie Dunn, Alastair Barker, Annette Joubert, Tom Johnstone and D McDonald. If you 
have more information, please email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

This photograph of Mull Pipe Band was take at Tobermory Games in 1997. Perhaps you 
recognise yourself or a friend or family member?

 Our photograph of a cheque presentation last week jogged the memory of Joe Rioch 
who called to tell us some of the names of the people pictured. They included Kenny 
MacIntyre, Steve Thomson, Donnie MacFarlane, Archie Cameron, Betty MacKechnie, Una 
Reid and Jimmy Christie. The image was taken at Oban Railway Station.
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Five star Saints dump the Reds
Oban Saints and closest 
neighbours Lochgilphead 
Red Star kept their engines 
ticking over ahead of a 
return to competitive action 
with an entertaining friendly 
encounter on the all-weather 
surface at Oban High School 
last Saturday a� ernoon.

Attacking the Dalintart 
end in the � rst half, Saints 
gave Red Star keeper Ally 
Lewis an early test when 
James Ford jinked his way 
into the box and � red o�  
a le�  foot shot which the 
Lochgilphead youngster did 
well to push over for a corner 
kick.

Saints opened the scoring 
in the 17th minute a� er 
David Beaton intercepted 
a stray pass from Red Star 
skipper Lee MacLean. 
Beaton picked out James 
Ford on the le�  who found 
Lewis Cameron on the edge 
of the visitors’ box. 

Oban Saints  5
Lochgilphead Red Star 0

Pre-season friendly

Cameron turned away from 
his marker and arced a low 
shot onto the inside of Ally 
Lewis’ right hand post with the 
ball bouncing back across the 
goal line and into the net via 
the inside of the opposite goal 
post.

Two last gasp interceptions 
from Red Star central defender 
Ben Forbes denied James Ford 
and David Beaton before Ally 
Lewis showed good handling 
to hold a Lewis Cameron shot 
low down to his le�  as the hosts 
turned up the heat leading up 
to the half-time whistle.

Saints keeper Graham 
Douglas did well to collect a 
long 45th minute Ben Forbes 
free-kick from the half-way 
line under pressure from 
Angus Lewis.

Saints ga� er Willie Gemmell 
made a change for the begin-
ning of the second 45 minutes 
replacing youngster Gavin 
Forgrieve with the returning 
Matty Kelly.

Elder statesman of the young 
visitors’ line-up at the age of 
just 28, Ben Forbes continued 
his defensive heroics into the 

second half but fell foul of 
referee Jimmy Litster’s eagle 
eye when he was penalised for 
handball making a � ying block 
to stop a Matty Kelly shot 28 
yards out. Forbes’ protesta-
tions of his innocence turned 
up another notch when Lewis 
Cameron arrowed the result-
ing 48th minute free-kick into 
the bottom corner past Ally 
Lewis’ right hand to double 
Saints’ advantage.

� e visitors should have 

pulled one back two minutes 
a� er the re-start, but Angus 
Lewis � u� ed his lines and 
missed an open goal a� er 
Chris Hart had capitalised on a 
moment of hesitation between 
Steven MacLeod and Graham 
Douglas.

Red Star hit Saints with 
another quick break in the 51st 
minute with Graham Douglas 
redeeming his previous error 
with an excellent save to deny 
Red Star debutant striker 

Chris Hart a� er a good run 
and low right wing cross from 
Stuart MacLean.

� ere was a moment to forget 
in an otherwise solid perfor-
mance from Ally Lewis when 
the young keeper allowed a 
55th minute Lewis Cameron 
shot to squirm from his grasp 
and creep over the line for 
Cameron’s hat-trick.

A devastating burst of pace 
and trickery on the right 
wing from James Ford in the 
57th minute took him to the 
bye-line from where his low 
cutback picked out the near 
post run of David Beaton who 
gleefully steered the ball into 
the bottom corner for Saints’ 
fourth.

Good shi� s from Scott 
Johnston and James Ford were 
cut short on the hour mark 
by Willie Gemmell when the 
Saints ga� er opted to with-
draw the hard-working pair in 

favour of Kerr Newbigging 
and Martin Bonar. � e per-
sonnel change also prompted 
a change of formation to a 
3-5-2 for the � nal third of 
the match.

Red Star keeper Ally 
Lewis made further good 
saves to deny David Beaton, 
Lewis Cameron and Craig 
MacEwan before Saints’ 
skipper Dene Cassells struck 
the outside of the post from 
a tight angle a� er taking 
down a deep Lewis Cameron 
corner kick from the le� .

� e hard pressed visitors’ 
defence held out until the 
� nal minute when Lewis 
Cameron, who was in tre-
mendous form all a� ernoon, 
completed his four-goal haul 
with a 20-yard free-kick up 
and over the Red Star wall 
to round o�  a comfortable 
victory.

Referee Litster, who 
handled the good-natured 
encounter well, brought 
proceedings to an end giving 
both sides 90 welcome min-
utes of action in these most 
uncertain times.

Saints captain Dene Cassells 
wins this header in the Red 
Star penalty area.
Match report and photograph:
Derek Black.



YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Home is where the mountains 
are for Oban-born music man
An Oban-born singer song-
writer has used in� uences 
deeply routed in Argyll while 
penning words for the songs 
on his new album, written 
during lockdown in his south 
East London home.

Mike Nisbet will release 
his single I Was A Great 
Lake, Once tomorrow, Friday 
October 30, followed by the 
album of the same name on 
November 20.

Born in Dunbeg in 1988 to 
parents Ricky and Lise Nisbet, 
Mike attended Dunbeg pri-
mary and Oban high schools, 
leaving in 2006 with what 
he described as ‘not the best 
quali� cations’.

Mike’s � rst love was music 
which he discovered while 

playing with his friends in a 
pop/punk band called Adri�  
at the local youth club when he 
was just 11-years-old.

Taking up the story he said: 
‘I, and I’m sure many others, 
owe a huge amount to Scott 
Douglas who was a youth 
worker at the time, and I think 
still is. He taught me how to 
play my � rst chords on guitar. 

'He, and I’m sure a larger 
team, helped put on regular 
gigs for my high school band 
and so many others. He turned 
a room into a band rehearsal 
space at the youth centre on 
Soroba Lane and encouraged 
me and many others by giving 
us a place to learn and go. 
Absolute legend.

‘I de� nitely cut my teeth 

playing in O’Donnels, � e 
Waterfront, Markie Dans and 
the Corran Halls over many 
years. Without those places to 
get up on stage, and have the 
support of the town, I’m not 
sure where I’d be.'

Mike moved to Glasgow 
when he was 18 and began 
playing gigs as a solo musician 
before moving onto London 
where he has been ‘trapped’ 
since 2012.

‘I can’t get those claws out,’ 
he added.

Mike stated that speci� cally 
the last two tracks on the 
album, Here Come � e Angels 
and I Was A Great Lake, Once, 
have reverberations of Oban 
rock city. 

‘In Here Come � e Angels I 

talk about moving away from 
the beauty of the highlands 
and working in the dirty city, 
seeing clouds in the distance 
of the cityscape and mistaking 

them for mountains, realising 
it’s hiding within me all these 
miles away,’ he explained. ‘I 
Was A Great Lake, Once is a 
pulsating meditative question 

on love. Where did it go? 
When did it go? Can I have it 
back, please? � e title track 
and closing track of the new 
album. It brings the themes 
of the album full circle. 
A� er driving through the 
night you’re pulling into the 
driveway as the sun comes up. 
Home? Maybe not.’

Mike recorded this his third 
album during lockdown. 

Although the album was 
recorded over an intense two-
month period, the songs had 
been growing and living with 
him for the past � ve years. 

He took full control over 
production and performance 
at his home studio in south 
east London. 

With the only other voice 
on the record being his wife, 
Norma, the result is an incred-
ibly introspective album.

New single and album

Mike Nisbet.
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

An exhibition marking the 
� rst public showing of an 
ongoing project by Scottish 
photographer Kevin Swift is 
entering its last few days at 
Acharacle's Resipole Studios 
Fine Art Gallery, writes Fiona 
Scott.

For the past 18 months, 
Kevin has been travelling 
around with his camera, 
capturing creative people 
living and working in and 
around Ardnamurchan, 
Morvern and Lochaber. 

The resulting intimate 
black and white portraits 
of artists, writers, poets, 
sculptors and musicians are 
on display until Saturday 
October 31.

Many will recognise the 
familiar faces on display, 
including that of author 
Alexander MacCall Smith 
and artist John Lowrie 
Morrison, better known as 
Jolomo.

Kevin Swift is a profession-
al freelance photographer, 
working in � lm and digital 
formats. His passion for 

photography began when, 
as a young child, he was 
given his � rst plastic camera 
that used � lm.

Later, his grandmother 
would buy him a sturdy � lm 
camera, which he would 
use to learn and grow in the 
medium of photography.

He went on to study at 
Glasgow College of Building 
and Printing, gaining an 
HND in Photography and 
Audio Visual Production. 
More recently, he graduated 
with a BA (Hons) in Pho-
tography awarded by the 
University for the Creative 
Arts.

Resipole Studios is 
open Tuesday to Sunday, 
11am-6pm. All artwork and 
exhibitions are available 
to view online at www.
resipolestudios.co.uk

Films about the making of a 
landart project at prehistoric 
Ormaig near Kilmartin are 
now online, says its artist Gabi 
Stuckemeier.

Gabi and friends painted 
more than 300 tree stumps to 
create a large circle in keeping 
with the rockart from more 
than 4,000 years ago that 
makes the area such a visitor 
attraction.

� e project measures 150m 
x 150m. Eco-friendly lime 
whitewash tinged with pink 
was used to paint the stumps 
that look like dots from a 
distance forming a full circle, 
says Gabi, who also works as an 
occupational therapist at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital in Oban.

Films and interviews about 
making the circle are now up 
online so people can admire it 
from anywhere.

Funding for the project came 
from Creative Scotland via 
the National Lottery. � ere 
was support from Kilmartin 
Museum, and Forestry and 
Land Scotland, which owns 
the land where the trees were 
already felled.

To see the Ormaig Landart 
Project in real life, drive along 
the B816 to Carnasserie Castle 
car park. Follow the signs 
towards the castle and cup 
and ringmark stones. Do not 
go up to the castle, but head 
to the right and follow the 
signs to Ormaig cup and ring 
marked stones. Go through 
the gate, across the � eld, � nd 
the footpath and go through 
another gate. � e footpath to 
Ormaig can be a bit muddy 
so wear sturdy shoes. Make 
sure you follow Covid-19 
guidelines.

To � nd out about the Ormaig 
Landart Project 2020 you 
can also visit www.gabrie-
lestuckemeier.com

‘I had a Zoom interview with 
Sophie Craik from Creative 
Scotland a few weeks ago and 
she produced a short feature 
� lm from the footage called 
Ormaig Landart with Gabi 
Stuckemeier. � is � lm and my 
own have been published on 
the Creative Scotland website,’ 
said Gabi.

Landart � lm 
goes online

Creatives: Portraits by Kevin Swift
Artist Gabi Stuckemeier with 
her Ormaig landart in the 
background. 

Photograph: Dr Aaron Watson.
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YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3 Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 

For requests, competitions or questions please call us 
on 01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

MONDAY: 8am-12pm  Breakfast show with Stephen
 5pm-7pm  Drive time with Marcus
 12-3pm  Lunch with Bob G
 4.45pm-5pm  Talking Papers
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Marcus
 7pm-8pm  Highland Fling with Rosemary
 8pm-9pm  John McLuckies Show
 9pm  David Cullen Show
TUESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-12.30pm Ken Hunter
 1pm-3pm  Macky on FM
 3pm-5pm  Mental Musings with Mer & Vicky
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Bob G
 7pm-8pm  Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
 8pm-9pm  Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
WEDNESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Comfort Zone with Lesley
 1pm-3pm  Doug in the afternoon
 4pm-7pm  Drive Times with Campbell
 7pm-9pm  Country meets Rock N Roll with Len
 9pm  Gordon’s Grooves
THURDAY: 8am-11am  Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
 11am-2pm  Lunch Show with Steve
 3pm-7pm  Drive Time with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  Christine’s Collections
 9pm-10pm  Ann’s Ceilidh
 10pm  Margo  Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Jay
 10am-1pm  The One with Allan
 1pm-1.15pm  Talking Papers
 4pm-6:45pm  Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry
 6:45pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
 10pm  Late Show with Jay.
SATURDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Saturday Morning Live with Linda
 3pm-6pm Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
 6pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Dave Hobbs
SUNDAY: 9am-11am  Sunday Morning with Breege
 11am-2pm  Sunday Brunch with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
 9pm  Drum & Bass with Graham.

A new BBC ALBA documen-
tary, which o� ers a glimpse 
into the lives of islanders in the 
Outer Hebrides through the 
harsh winter months, features 
a real-life ‘mermaid’.

Kate Macleod, 23, who lives 
in Uig on the Isle of Lewis is 
a wild water swimmer who 
braves the sub-zero temper-
atures of the sea and lochs on 
the island all-year-round.

Kate uses a mono� n when she 
swims and she has a mermaid 
tail which was custom made 
for her by a woman in Hawaii 
to ful� l her childhood dream 
of being a real mermaid. She 
has also used it for commercial 
work. Kate is also a freelance 
editor and makes short � lms 
for BBC � e Social and has her 
own YouTube channel.

Kate said: ‘People say life is 
hard on the islands during 
the winter, especially when 
the weather is wild and it’s 
cold and dark and it’s always 
raining. If you’re wearing 
appropriate clothing though 
and you are prepared to get 
wet, then it’s not so bad.

‘I enjoy � lm making, espe-
cially outdoors, because it is 
so beautiful here and I just 
want to share it with everyone, 
especially during winter. � e 
clouds are so dark and it makes 
the sea look even greener. And 
I’m going to swim in it.’

She added: ‘People used to 

stay indoors during the winter. 
� eir aim was to keep warm 
and healthy. But my family 
tend to try and spend time out-
doors and the sea plays a huge 
part in our lives. We embrace 
everything in this area. 

'� e problems of the world 
are far from your mind. You 
just swim. I feel like a mermaid. 
When I put my head under the 
water, I feel weightless and as I 
swim, I appreciate the beauty 
around me. � ere’s no other 
place like this.’

Seumas Mactaggart, head 
of production and develop-
ment at Stornoway-based TV 
production company MacTV 
which made the programme 
for BBC ALBA, said: ‘� is is a 
unique glimpse into the lives of 
islanders inspired by winter in 
some of Britain’s most westerly 
communities. 

‘� e nights draw in, the 

clocks fall back and winter 
arrives in the Western Isles. 
Here, where low-slung villages 
link wilderness and sea, the 
dark season throws landscape 
and life and their many tex-
tures into sharper focus. 

‘It can be harsh and it is al-
ways long. Many would never 
endure it, but for some who 
live here, winter brings its own 
light – a time of creativity to be 
cherished.

‘� is programme falls into 
step with artists, poets, wilder-
ness lovers and more as they 
navigate their own versions of 
winter in this island outpost.

'It can be tough but incredibly 
beautiful and rewarding, as we 
hear in the stories from people 
in these communities.’

Trusadh: An Geamhradh/
Winter aired on Monday 
October 26 and is available on 
the BBC iPlayer for 30 days.

Real life ‘mermaid’ in TV spotlight

Kate swimming with her mermaid tail.

READMORE
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k
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Author Alexander McCall Smith. Photograph: Kevin Swift, courtesy of 

Resipole Studios.

Above: Artist Alan B Hayman in his 
studio in Drimnin. Photograph: Kevin Swift, 

courtesy of Resipole Studios.

Left: Photographer Kevin Swift at the 
opening of his exhibition. Photograph 

courtesy of Resipole Studios.

� e winners of a children’s anti-racism poster 
competition have been announced.

As part of the celebration of Black History 
Month, Black Lives Matter Oban organised the 
competition to help raise awareness.

Congratulations went to Kyle Mackie, aged 
seven, and Casey Du� y, who is nine, for their 
eye-catching entries.

Kyle is in primary three at Rock� eld Primary 
School and Casey is in primary � ve at Park 
Primary School and they each won a copy of 

an age appropriate book by a Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic author for themselves and for 
their classroom library.

� e books were donated by members of the 
Black Lives Matter Oban group.

� e posters are now in the windows of 
Specsavers in town and Oban Youth Café.

A� er the October school holidays, Soroba 
Young Families group will be using the younger 
years competition as an activity within the 
nursery, said Andy Lambert from 846solidarity.

Left: Casey Du� y's winning entry. Above: 
Kyle Mackie's prize artwork.

Poster winners Kyle and Casey 
celebrate competition success

Masks/face coverings must be worn when entering and moving around the
cinema. You can remove masks once seated to have food and drink. Those
who are exempt and under 5s do not need to wear a mask. Please book

ahead where possible. We have implemented a 2m rule in the big screen and
left every other row empty, please sit in the seat shown on your ticket.

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.
Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

THIS WEEKEND

WHAT'SON
ATOBANPHOENIXCINEMA
FRI 30OCT-THU5NOV

FILMFESTIVAL

FRIDAY 30 OCT
Rocks | 12A 17:00
Pixie | 15 19:45
The Secret Garden | PG 20:15

SATURDAY 31 OCT
The Secret Garden | PG 12:15/14:45
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 13:30/16:00
Pixie | 15 17:15
I Am Greta | 12A 18:30
Us | 15 20:00

SUNDAY 1 NOV
The Secret Garden | PG 13:30/16:00
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 14:30/16:30
Pixie | 15 18:30
I Am Greta | 12A 18:45

MONDAY 2 NOV
Rocks | 12A 14:30
The Secret Garden | PG 16:45
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 17:15
Us | 15 19:15
Pixie | 15 19:30

TUESDAY 3 NOV
The Secret Garden | PG 16:45
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 17:00
I Am Greta | 12A 19:15
Pixie | 15 19:30

WEDNESDAY 4 NOV
The Secret Garden | PG 16:15
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 17:00
Harry Potter & The
Philosopher's Stone | PG 18:45
Pixie | 15 19:15

THURSDAY 5 NOV
The Secret Garden | PG 16:45
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 17:00
I Am Greta | 12A 19:15
Pixie | 15 19:30

I AM GRETA
Greta Thunberg, 15, starts
school striking for the climate.
She skips school and sit
outside the parliament to
show the politicians that if
they don't care about her
future, why should she? A film
about acting to stop climate
change before it's too late.

PIXIE
To avenge her
mother's death, Pixie
masterminds a heist
but must flee across
Ireland from
gangsters, take on
the patriarchy, and
choose her own
destiny.

THE SECRET GARDEN
When Mary Lennox's parents
suddenly die, she is sent to
live with her uncle,
Archibald Craven, on his
remote country estate deep
in the Yorkshire moors. While
exploring, she discovers a
hidden magical garden.

THIS WEEKEND

11 FILMSCELEBRATING
PEOPLEOFCOLOUR

Rocks
A young teenage girl finds herself
struggling to take care of herself
and her younger brother after being
abandoned by their single mother
with no choice but to live out on the
streets.

Us
A family's serene beach vacation
turns to chaos when their
doppelgängers appear and begin
to terrorize them.
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Scottish indie folk artist Kirsty Fisher, right, 
is releasing her debut album which is largely 
inspired by the geography of her Highland 
surroundings.

Maps, which will be released tomorrow, 
October 30, was recorded at An Tobar, 
Tobermory, with accompaniment from her 
sister Hannah Fisher and Sorren Maclean, who 
live on Mull.

‘I had an absolutely brilliant time recording 
with Hannah and Sorren and, of course, the ma-
gician of music himself, Gordon Maclean,’ said 
Kirsty. ‘Plenty of late nights, strong co� ee, inspi-
rational views from the window and great ideas, 
especially the banjo I never knew I needed.’

Based in Perthshire, Kirsty lived on Seil last 
year while working as a wildlife guide and 
has been brought up surrounded by a thriving 
traditional music scene in Dunkeld. Her grand-
father has lived on the island as long as she can 
remember.

Kirsty’s music blends folk and � ngerpicking 
guitar with Scottish indie/rock in� uences.

‘� e album is largely inspired by geography 
and feeling connected to nature and the out-
doors,’ she added.

‘Maps re� ects the interconnectedness of nature 
and landscape with navigating through our lives 
and, to me, nature being a constant in my life, 

Kirsty maps out musical career

even when everything else is changing.’
A video for the title track on the album was 

� lmed between Highland Perthshire, Ganavan 
and Seil by Oban � lmmaker and musician 
Ben Sunderland. � e single was released on 
September 4 and can be found at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ijD9yB8czHY.

To time in with the release of the album, Kirsty 
and her crew also made a live recorded gig at 
An Tobar. With the camera and lights remotely 
operated from Perth using exciting new technol-
ogy, it was very Covid-friendly.

Last Sunday was Scottish 
Gin Day. A decade ago, that 
probably wouldn’t have been 
much of an occasion but the 
last few years have seen a real 
boom period for local gins in 
Scotland. 

One of these is Tyree Gin – 
run by my good pals from the 
band, Trail West: Ian Smith 
and Alain Campbell. 

I decided to catch up with Ian 
for a wee interview to see how 
this relatively young business 
is getting on during the global 
pandemic. 

Hello, Smithy! How exciting 
has it been to be part of such 
a burgeoning industry and 
when did you decide Tiree 
needed its own gin?

It’s brilliant to be part of 
such an innovative, diverse 
and co-operative industry. We 
have a keen interest in the is-
land’s history and culture, and 
while doing some research we 
realised that the island had a 
rich and fascinating distilling 
history; Tiree was once a hot-
bed of distilling, both legally 
and illegally, and every farm 
on the island had at least one 
still producing whisky. 

With the rise of smaller, cra�  
distilleries within the UK, we 
thought that it was the right 
time for Tiree to re-establish 
its distilling heritage and, 
in February 2019, we were 
granted our licence to set up 
the island’s � rst legal distillery 
since 1802.

Tyree Gin marked Scottish 
Gin Day with Skerryvore 
piper Martin Gillespie doing a 
Facebook cocktail class! What 
gave you this idea and how 

did it go down? (� e 
video that is; not 
the cocktails!)

Well, initially 
only one minute 
of the video 
uploaded (and 
we didn’t realise 
until the next day!) 
but once the full video 
was uploaded it was well 
received by both Tyree Gin 
and Skerryvore fans. Martin’s 
cocktail nights on Facebook 
had become pretty famous 
through lockdown, with � rst 
class craic and music, washed 
down with some cracking 
cocktails. His last one was in 
July and was � lmed at our dis-
tillery so we thought a return 
appearance would be a great 
way for us to celebrate the day, 
within the constraints that we 
all face just now. 

How has the global pandem-
ic a� ected the business?

Lockdown started success-
fully for us. Although there 
was a lack of trade orders, with 
everyone con� ned to their 
homes with very little to do, 
our online sales were boosted 
greatly. As things started to 
open up, trade orders began 
appearing again and the on-
line sales went back to normal 
but we had been working on 
our newest release, Hebridean 
Pink Gin, since before lock-
down which helped to give 
the online sales another boost 
when it was launched in July. 

Although we coped fairly 
well with lockdown, we were 
faced with one major setback: 
we had been granted an on-
sales licence for our distillery 

at the start of the year 
and had planned 

on opening a shop 
on site along 
with tours of 
the distillery. 
Unfortunately, we 

had to put these on 
hold but we hope to go 

through with them next 
year if whatever restrictions 
we face at that time allow.

Tell me a bit more about 
the set up over in Tiree and 
about the unique challenges 
of producing and distributing 
from the island – particularly, 
again, during Covid-19.

It is a challenge to operate 
a distillery not only on a 
remote island but also in West 
Hynish, which is probably one 
of the most remote corners of 
the island. Some of the initial 
challenges we faced were no 
access to three-phase power 
(which meant our still had to 
be adapted accordingly) and 
the hardness of Tiree’s water.

During the strict lockdown 
(and for a while a� erwards), 
the main issue was the impact 
it had on our suppliers. � ere 
were a lot of delays with deliv-
eries due to some of our sup-
pliers working with less sta�  
or being closed completely. 
Additionally, a large amount 
of our own orders were taking 
a lot longer to arrive due to the 
strain on delivery services. 

It was certainly a challenging 
time but we’ve been very lucky 
to be where we are while cop-
ing with the pandemic, and 
that has made those challenges 
that little bit easier to get 
through.
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DIARDAOIN 29 an Dàmhair
THURSDAY 29 October
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19 :05 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhoir 
 (Small Hands in A Big War) (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Air an Smuid (rpt)
21:00 Talamh gu Truinnsear (rpt)
22.00 Seoid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen Coves (rpt)
22.30 Side nan Seachd Sian (rpt)
23.20 Dhan Uisge (Isle of Arran) (rpt)
23.30 Na Trads : An Tobar (rpt)

DIHAOINE 30 an Dàmhair
FRIDAY 30 October
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News 
19.20 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Cearcall (rpt)  
20.00 Fonn mo Bheatha (rpt)
20.30 Thar na Loidhne/Crossing the Line (rpt)
20.55 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt)
21.55 NEW : The Optimists 
22.50 Dhan Uisge (Isle of Arran) (rpt)
23.00 Seirm S5 (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 31 an Dàmhair 
SATURDAY 31 October
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18.00 NEW - Scottish Premiership – 
 Livingston v Motherwell  
19.45 Sgeul Slainte (rpt)
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

20.30 Fuine (rpt)
21.00 ALT (rpt)
22.00 Side nan Seachd Sian (rpt) (rpt)
22.50 Dhan Uisge (Isle of Arran) (rpt)
23.00 Scottish Premiership – 
 Livingston v Motherwell (rpt)
00.50 Celtic Connections (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 1 an t-Samhain
SUNDAY 1 November 
16.05 NEW  : Women’s Six Nations Rugby – 
 Wales v Scotland  
18.10 Celtic Connections (rpt)
18.15  An La – News
18.30 Seachd La – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 Air an Smuid (Steaming) (rpt)
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair beo (rpt)
21.00 Luther 500: An t-Stri Spioradail/
 The battle of Souls (rpt)
22.00 ALT (rpt)
23.00 The Optimists (rpt)
23.50 Celtic Connections (rpt)

DILUAIN 2 an t-Samhain
MONDAY 2 November
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 Turas a’ Bhradain/The Salmon’s Journey (rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 Thar na Loidhne (rpt)
21.00 Seudraidh Cheilteach 
 (Celtic Jewellery) – Trusadh (rpt)
22.00 Julie Fowlis – Ceol Aig Baile (rpt)
22.30 A’ Sireadh Sascha (rpt)
23.30 Seoid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen Coves (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 3 an t-Samhain
TUESDAY 3 November
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming

19:05 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhoir (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Langauage (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 NEW- Vets: Gach Creutair Beo 
21.00 Mathair a’ Chinn Suidhe – 
 Trump’s Mother (rpt)
22.15 Seudraidh Cheilteach 
 (Celtic Jewellery)– Trusadh (rpt)
23.15 Port – Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! Spiritual Music & verse (rpt)

DICIADAIN 4 an t-Samhain 
WEDNESDAY 4 November
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
18.40 An Là – News 
18.50 UEFA Women’s Champions League – 
 Glasgow City v Peamount United 
21.00 Gaol is Call/Labour of Love (rpt)
22.00 NEW Na Trads: An Tobar 
22.30 NEW: Fuine 
23.00 Talamh gu Truinnsear (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 5 an t-Samhain
THURSDAY 5 November
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19 :00 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhoir 
 (Small Hands in A Big War) (rpt)
19.25 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Air an Smuid (rpt)
21:00 Talamh gu Truinnsear (rpt)
22.00 FUNC (rpt)
22.30 Side nan Seachd Sian/ Disaster Diaries (rpt)
23.20 Binneas na Trads (rpt)
23.30 Na Trads : An Tobar (rpt)
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United Auctions, Dalmally, 
Friday October 23: sold 
2059 sheep of all classes. 
Lambs sold to £72.50 for 
Texel crosses from Ardbeg 
to average £53.10 (+£13.95). 
A good following of buyers 
in attendance ensured all 
classes of stock on o� er 
was easily sold.  Blackface 
lambs were in keen demand 
and sold beyond sellers’ 
expectations.

Leading Prices Per Head
Lambs – Su� X - £70.00, 

Achnacone. TexX - £72.50, 
Ardbeg; £69.00, Dunans; 
£67.00, Ormsary Farmers; 
£66.50, Maam Farm; £65.50, 
Ellary Farms; £65.50, Ardbeg; 
£62.00, Ederline Estate; 
£60.50, Maam Farm; £60.00, 
Bragleenmore. Chev - £71.00, 
£68.50, Bunlarie; £66.00, Tigh 
Airidh; £64.00, Ellary Estate; 
£64.00, Maam Farm; £61.00, 
Birch� eld. Cross - £68.00, 
Brackley; £67.50, Kilvaree 
Farm; £65.00, Bunlarie; 

£63.00, Brackley; £61.00, 
Laggan Barguillean; £60.00, 
Acharonich. BF - £70.50, 
High Balantyre; £68.00, 
Acharonich; £66.00, Raera; 
£66.00, Duncroisk; £65.00, 
Achnacone; £63.00, Castles 
Estate; £62.00, Auchreoch; 
£61.00, Laggan Barguillean; 
£60.50, Brackley; £60.00, 
Duncroisk; £59.00, Cuiluaine; 
£59.00, Acharonich; £57.00, 
Castles Estate; £57.00, Auch-
lyne; £57.00, High Balantyre; 
£56.00, Tigh Airigh; £56.00, 
Corrylorn.

Ewes – TexX - £75.00, 
Dunans. Chev - £60.00, 
£58.00, Castles Farms. Mule 
- £66.00, £65.00, Ormsary 
Farmers; £57.00, Duncroisk. 
BF - £60.00, £50.00, £51.00, 
Castles Estate; £50.00, 
Dunans.

Correct Ewes
Cross - £57.00, Colquhalzie; 

£50.00, High Balantyre. BF - 
£66.00, Laggan Barguillean; 
£60.00, Eden Taggart; £59.00, 

Cuiluaine; £58.00, Duncroisk.
Ewe Lambs – BF - £63.00, 

Raera; £59.00, Castles Estate; 
£56.00, Saulmore; £56.00, 
Achnaba; £50.00, Bragleen-
more.

Leading Prices Per Kilo
Lambs – TexX – 218p, 

Ellary Estate; 216p, Maam 
Farm; 214p, Bragleenmore; 
214p, Ederline Estate; 198p, 
Ardbeg; 195p, Ederline Estate; 
191p, Ormsary Farmers; 190p, 
Maam Farm; 190p, Ederline 
Estate. Chev – 208p, High 
Balantyre; 207p, Birch� eld; 
206p, Ellary Farms; 204p, Tigh 
Airidh; 200p, Maam Farm; 
199p, 194p,Tigh Airidh; 192p, 
Maam Farm. Cross – 214p, 
Acharonich; 205p, Laggan 
Barguillean; 204p, Brackley; 
203p, Ellary Farms; 200p, 
Cluaran; 199p, Tigh Airidh; 
191p, Brackley; 190p, Ardbeg. 
Mule – 200p, Maam Farm. 
BF – 230p, Dunans; 211p, 
Auchlyne; 210p, 209p,Raera; 
203p, Achnacone; 200p, 

Tigh Airidh; 200p, Cuiluaine; 
200p, Duncroisk; 200p, 
197p, Acharonich; 194p, 
Duncroisk; 193p, Birch� eld; 
193p, Bragleenmore; 192p, 
Raera; 191p, Auchreoch; 191p, 
Castles Estate.
United Auctions, Stirling, 
Monday October 26: sold 
2174 suckled calves and also 
forward 4032 store lambs 
and feeding sheep.

Bullocks (1295) averaged 
253.7p to 409.5p per kg for 
a 232kg CHX from Upper 
Samieston and £1105 for a 
430kg CH from Cameron.

Heifers (865) averaged 
241.2p to 390.6p per kg for 
a 256kg CHX from Upper 
Samieston and £1080 for 
a 392kg LimX from Upper 
Spittleton. Young Bulls  (15) 
averaged 248.9p to 289.2p 
per kg for a 287kg CHX from 
Upper Samieston and £830 
for a 287kg ChX from Upper 
Samieston.

Leading prices per 

head/kg: Bullocks: Upto 
250kg- Upper Samieston 
£950.00, 409.50p; 251-
300kgs- Polquhairn £900.00, 
332.10p; 301-350kgs- Upper 
Samieston £930.00, 296.40p; 
351-400kgs- Cameron 
£1060.00, Posso 268.80p; 
401-450kgs– Cameron £1105, 
257.10p; 451-500kgs– Cuttle-
hill £990, 215.70p.

Heifers: Upto 250kg- Kirk-
land £640.00, Laughtmuir-
side 277.80ppk; 251-300kgs 
– Upper Samieston 
£1000.00, 390.60p; 301-
350kgs– Glenrath £920.00, 
275.00p; 351-400kgs– Upper 
Spittleton £1080.00, 275.50p 
401-450kgs- Upper Spittleton 
£1010.00, 246.30p; 451-
500kgs– Burnbank £950.00, 
Knowhead 194.70; 501-
551kgs – Garrick £1030.00, 
203.60ppk.

United Auctions sold 4032 
Store Lambs and Feeding 
Sheep.

Store Lamb Averages

TexX- £75.43 (+1.27) on the 
week - Mule- £73.28 (+£6.18) 
on the week. Su� X- £73.55 
(+£0.80) on the week; Chev- 
£65.21 (+£2.98) on the week; 
BTexX - £81.60 (+£0.12) on the 
week; BF- £58.07 (+£0.16) on 
the week.

Leading Prices
Store Lambs- Mount 

Pleasant (Tex) £88.00; 
Whitburn (Tex) £86.50; 
Easter Lumbennie (Tex) 
£83.50; Stobbs (Mule Ewe 
Lambs) £92.00; Auldmurroch 
(Mule Ewe Lambs) £75.50; 
Newbigging (Mule) £75.50; 
Glenhervie (Mule) £74.50; 
Mount Pleasant (Su� ) £87.50; 
Easter Lumbennie (Su� ) 
£77.00; Glenehervie (Su� ) 
£76.50; Clockan (Chev) £70.00 
& £67.50; Middleknowes 
(Chev) £65.50; Balafark (BTex) 
£90.00; Strathnafanaig (BTex) 
£89.00; Newbigging (BTex) 
£86.00; Eastmill (BF) £70.00; 
Outerwards (BF) £68.00; 
Gartincaber (BF) £67.50.

Around the markets
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S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Perthshire...
Exclusive short story from Denzil Meyrick... 
Formula One’s Lee McKenzie... Top drams... 

Stunning Edinburgh interiors.. Beautiful 
butterfl ies... Simulated stalking on Skye... 
Veterans’ inspirational off road journey

November issue

Perthshire 
Area feature
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When it comes to our homes and all 
things related to property, one thing 
is for sure: the Covid-19 crisis means 
it is time for a huge 
reassessment.
 Who on earth would 
have thought that 
2020 would have 
turned out the way it 
has? The uncertainty 
and unchartered 
territory we now find 
ourselves in has made 
us all rethink our day-
to-day lives, especially 
how and where we live 
and work.
Never, in our lifetimes, 
have our homes played such an impor-
tant role in our financial, physical and 
social well-being.
Families in flats or with small gardens 
want to move to more spacious prop-
erties, or make the most of what space 
they have; home-aloners want to live 
nearer to family or in towns and villages. 
Lots of us realise that we need to do 
some serious rethinking about what we 
need and how we will achieve this both 
practically and financially.
Or do we just need to ‘reinvent the 
wheel?’
Think about it: the home and property 
model for the second half of the 20th 
century still dominates – but the mum 
and dad and their 2.4 kids in a ‘nuclear 
family’ unit is not a comfortable fit as 
the 21st century unfolds.
The ‘blended’ family of yours, mine and 

ours, the soaring 
price of property and 
care of the elderly all hark 
back to earlier times.  
Family homes were al-
ways multi-generational; 
Victorian and Edwardian 
epidemics, pandemics, 
the heavy loss of lives in 
wars meant households 
included a grandparent 
or two, widowed uncle, 
spinster aunt and the 
occasional orphaned 
sibling, along with chil-

dren living at home until they married or 
saved enough for a home.  Take a look at 
the size of the Victorian villas in our major 
towns and the old farmhouses; they were 
built to be full of people.
And the majority of the West Highlands 
worked from home – only back then 
it was crofts or weaving. The idea of 
‘tele-crofting’ popular 20 or so years 
ago suddenly makes sense. Only this 
time the byres will be offices, and work-
shops and studios will be alongside the 
remaining weaving sheds.
Looking at housing needs across soci-
ety, and a couple of centuries, makes 
our own, new circumstances seem less 
daunting. We have faced major changes 
before and it has all worked out fine - 
so don’t let uncertainty stop you from 
living your best possible life in the best 
possible home.

Rethink
 RELOCATE OR RENOVATE?

We have faced 
major changes 
before and it has 
all worked out 
� ne - so don’t let 
uncertainty stop 
you from living 
your best possible 
life in the best 
possible home.’

"one"

Rethink

We have the largest stock of reclaimed 
Ballachulish slate in the North of Scotland, also a 
wide range of good quality reclaimed Welsh. We 
also offer competitive rates to buy slates on or off 
the roof.  Delivery service throughout Scotland 
with our flexible transport system at competitive 
rates.

www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk
Telephone 07778 829604

HIGHL ANDSLATESUPPLIES
RECL AIMED & NEW SL ATE

Alexander Roofing
Roofing & Roofline Solutions

ALL ROOFING REPAIRS & RESTORATION WORK UNDERTAKEN
Slating • Tiling • Pointing Work

New Roofs • Re-Roofing
Flat Roofing • Roof Cleaning • De-Mossing

Anti-Moss & Fungal Treatments
Protective roof coatings available in various colours
FASCIA & ROOFLINE UPGRADES

Specialist Fitters of Upvc Fascias • Soffits
Barge Boards • Cladding • Gutterings &

Down Pipes • Dry Verge Systems
All available in various colours and styles

GENERAL BUILDING &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Roughcasting & Harling
Sandstone Restoration & Re-Facing

All exterior House Painting undertaken
Call for FREE estimates and advice

Tel: 01463 896 848 • Mobile: 07926 223 577
Working throughout the Highlands

Gutterings Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced
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Relocate
After coming to a screeching halt when the Covid 
crisis began, the property market is back in action
This has been a tricky year for the number crunchers who 
analyse the property market.
The  latest provisional statistics from the UK House Price 
Index, published at the start of October, show that the av-
erage price  of a property in Scotland in July 2020 was 
£155,335, an increase of 0.4 per cent on July 2019.
The volume of residential sales in Scotland in  May 
2020 was 3,085, a decrease of 67.7 per cent on the original 
provisional estimate for May 2019. 
This compares with a decrease of 56.1 per cent in England, 
60.4 per cent in Wales, and 68.3 per cent in Northern 
Ireland.
Commenting on the volume of sales across Scotland, 
Janet Egdell, at Registers of Scotland, said: ‘These � gures 
clearly show the ongoing impact on housing market ac-
tivity of the measures introduced to tackle the pandemic. 
The government guidance at the time was for housing 
transactions to be postponed and rescheduled wherever 
possible. 
‘Throughout this period Registers of Scotland delivered 
a range of digital solutions to support those transactions 
that could go ahead safely while adhering to government 
guidance.
‘In subsequent months we have seen a signi� cant amount 
of this delayed activity come through for registration.’
In Scotland, detached properties showed the largest 
increase, rising by 1.9 per cent in the year to July 2020 to 
£271,709. Flats showed a decrease, falling by 0.8 per cent 
in the year to July 2020 to £110,851.
Average price increases were recorded in the majority of 
local authorities, when comparing prices with the previ-
ous year. 
Across the UK, residential property transactions rose 15.6 
per cent in August following introduction of the stamp 
duty holiday.
Figures from the Building Societies Association show that 
there has been a marked uplift in the number of people, 
who say that now is a good time to buy a property: 37 per 
cent in September compared to 25 per cent in June. 

A good time 
to buy and 
sell: house 
sales are 
moving again are you worrIed 

about your 
energy bIlls 
rIght now?
If you or someone you know are 
worried about energy bills, we can help.

We’re open; call us for free help and 
impartial advice.

Call Home Energy Scotland 
on 0808 808 2282 to speak 
to a friendly advisor.

Home Energy Scotland
We’re all responsible for the energy we use in our homes. 
Whether you’re a homeowner, private or social renter, student, or you live at 
home with your parents, there are many things you can do to reduce how 
much energy you use and how much is spent.
Follow Energy Savings Trust tips and advice for straightforward ways to save 
energy, lower your bills and reduce your carbon footprint.
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/hub/quick-tips-to-save-energy/

Highland Slate Supplies
Highland Slate Supplies specialise 
in reclaimed and new roo� ng slate, 
with over 40 years experience 
in the roo� ng industry. With the 
largest stock of reclaimed slate in 
the North of Scotland, their aim 
is to provide only the best quality 
reclaimed slate for restoration, 
extensions and new builds. Visit 
www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk

Bespoke Timber Services
Bespoke Timber Services use 
only the best of materials 100%! 
Including a 3x2 regular framing 
plus vapour barrier, then cladded 
with 19mm tongue and groove 
boards.  From a small garden shed 
to a double garage..... Bespoke 
timber services have your back! 
Get in touch on 07494 854813. 
www.bespoketimberservices.com

Alexander Roo� ng
Alexander Roo� ng specialises in 
roo� ng and roo� ine solutions, 
covering all of Argyll and 
Lochaber. It’s that time of year 
when moss needs to be cleared 
and gutters cleaned, repaired or 
replaced. O� ering everything 
from new roofs to new so�  ts and 
everything in between. Call 01463 
896 848 or 07926 223 577
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Renovate
Gardens, kitchens and bathrooms are our top pri-
orities if we plan on staying put
One in two people, 48 per cent, are planning home im-
provements - with a planned average spend of £2,362.
‘With the world facing such change and uncertainty, 
many people have been able to find comfort in their 
homes. For some, it has been the simple pleasure of 
gardening or being able to enjoy more family meal 
times together,’ said James Fairclough, director of AA 
Financial Services which undertook the new research.
He added that the findings suggest there has been a 
growing appreciation of the positive aspects of home 
life during lockdown, with 89 per cent of adults saying 
their home has been essential in supporting their men-
tal health and wellbeing, more so among women  - 91 
per cent compared to 86 per cent of men.
The number one priority was the garden, with nearly 
a quarter of people, 24 per cent saying this was 
important.

 Other priorities included:
    • Kitchen - 15 per cent 
    • Bathroom - 12 per cent 
    • Study - 6 per cent 
    • Games room - 5 per cent 
    • Conservatory - 4 per cent 
When it came to extending homes, four per cent both 
said that they wanted to make a downstairs room bigger 
or add a bedroom in each case.
 The average planned spend was £2,362, rising to £3,019 
in Edinburgh. Interestingly, the research found there was 
very little contrast between those who were being paid 
as usual and those who had taken a pay cut to stay in 
work - £2,259 vs £2,279.
 When it came to how they were going to � nance the chang-
es, more than a quarter said they would use their savings, 27 
per cent rising to 32 per cent of those in Edinburgh. 
HOW TO PAY
    • Disposable income - 22 per cent 
    • Credit card - 7 per cent 
    • Personal loan - 5 per cent 
    • Borrowing from friends and family - 5 per cent 
    • Adding to mortgage - 5 per cent
    • Overdraft - 5 per cent

Established 2005  •  Isle of  Jura • Serving Argyll & The Islands

mbcargyll.com
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 2005
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‘The fact that many are putting aside signi� cant sums of 
money to make home alterations after lockdown sug-
gests they have been able to � nd positives to spending 
more time at home,’ James said.
‘Making changes to their homes is a sign they hope 
certain aspects of their new pace of life will remain as we 
edge our way out of lockdown.’ 
IS YOUR PLAN PERMITTED?
Small alterations and extensions can go ahead without 
applying under ‘permitted development’.
Make sure you know which is which; remember, go ahead 
regardless without the necessary permission and you can 
expect to be served with an enforcement notice.
For peace of mind make sure you take the time to avoid this.
If you live in a Conservation Area or your home is a listed 
building, be very careful.
Building Warrants are unique to Scotland, the nearest that 
England and Wales have is building control approval. This 
is where people moving to Scotland can come unstuck; 
work cannot start on site until warrants are approved, 
thus showing compliance with regulations on new builds 
and alterations and any demolition work. Just as with 
permitted development there are exemptions.
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City Plumbing Supplies
Whether you're looking for 
inspiration or need a complete 
bathroom makeover, CPS has a 
big selection to choose from in 
their showroom in Glengallan 
Road. They o� er a measuring and 
CAD design service, and advice 
on the best bathroom to suit 
your family’s needs. Visit www.
cityplumbing.co.uk for more info

MBC Ltd
MBC Ltd is a family run business, 
established in 2005. The team 
operates all over Argyll and the 
Islands. Specialising in Septic Tank 
Emptying, registered with SEPA 
and CHAS. Call for a competitive 
quote and hassle free service 
on 07521 162432 or email info@
mbcargyll.com. Thank you for 
your custom.

WK Soudan Ltd
Highland Slate Supplies specialise 
in reclaimed and new roo� ng slate, 
with over 40 years experience 
in the roo� ng industry. With the 
largest stock of reclaimed slate in 
the North of Scotland, their aim 
is to provide only the best quality 
reclaimed slate for restoration, 
extensions and new builds. Visit 
www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk

Nearly 
half of us 
want to 
renovate

Online services to the rescue
The online eDevelopment.scot – homepage of the 
Scotland-wide system for making applications 
online has come into its own during the present 
Covid crisis. It links to your local council and has 
downloadable user guides plus a technical support 
desk.
New builds and larger projects need permission 
granted via local councils and they have risen to the 
challenge.
Argyll and Bute Council has said it recognises the im-
portance for inspection of sites or works prior to the 
acceptance of Completion Certificates and Temporary 
Occupation/Use Certificates, and its systems have 
adapted to the challenges of Covid-19.  
As well as physical site inspections all councils are 
offering Remote Virtual Inspections using Skype and 
other platforms where possible.
This can be done in cases where the Building Standard 
Surveyor is of the opinion that a virtual inspection can 
provide the equivalent of a site inspection. Provision 
of certification and other evidence can include 
photographs.
Remember that the final decision on how this is carried 
out rests with the council deciding what method is the 
most appropriate.
‘These arrangements ensure that we can provide a 
quality of service which meets your needs, whilst 
protecting public health,’ said Argyll and Bute Council, 
adding: ‘Whilst as a service we are well equipped to 
work flexibly from home, it is anticipated that there 
may continue to be some disruption due to staff avail-
ability and delivery of processes which currently rely 
on hardcopy documentation.’
Back in March the Minister for Local Government, 
Housing and Planning, Kevin Stewart MSP, wrote to 
local councils at the start of the Covid outbreak, giv-
ing additional guidance on the duration of building 
warrants, extending the validity and determination of 
application – refusal and deemed refusals. 
Local authorities are responsible for granting permis-
sion for work to be done with building warrants and 
for a completed building to be occupied by issuing a 
completion certificate.
His guidance was to ensure that where work was 
paused as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic that appli-
cants would not be disadvantaged through the expiry 
of their building warrant.
‘I appreciate that granting an extension to a building 
warrant requires further work and as a result a fee is 
normally charged,’ he said.
‘However, at this time it is important that the fee does 
not prevent contractors getting back to work in a safe 
and responsible manner in order to complete works for 
applicants.’
He called for councils to use their discretion, particu-
larly for small works that were halted by the pandemic.
This guidance specifically addresses small works in-
cluding those to existing homes and business premises 
and where delays to the completion of works have 
been caused by the pause in construction due to the 
pandemic.
This timescale allows for any work that was paused due 
to the pandemic to have restarted and any necessary 
extension warrant to have been applied for; the origi-
nal extension was until the end of this month (October), 
but expect to see further extensions and always check 
with council departments before proceeding.
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Tel. 07900048362

VAUXHALL MERIVA 60 PLATE

55k miles. Good runner 
needs new door lock and 

boot lock. No MOT sold for 
spares or repair

£200 Ono



S & S Services Isuzu
01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

 21MY D-MAX
COMING SOON!

WATCH THIS 
SPACE FOR 

MORE DETAILS

S&S services will be bringing you the 
All New D-Max 2021 soon

� e award-winning Isuzu 
D-Max has recorded its 
strongest ever sales perfor-
mance in July, up 50% on the 
same month last year.  As the 
company prepares for launch 
of the All-New D-Max in 2021, 
Isuzu UK is recruiting new 
dealers to help it achieve its 
medium-term target of 10,000 
sales per year by 2025. 
� anks to its 3.5t towing 
capacity, shi� -on-the-� y 4WD 
system and one-tonne payload, 
the Isuzu D-Max has been 
highly decorated with a whole 
host of accolades including 
the What Van? Pick-Up of the 
Year 2020. As well as industry 
professionals, the D-Max is 
also held in high regard by its 
loyal - and growing - customer 
base.
Farmers, tradespeople and 
f leet customers are attracted 
by the D-Max’s rugged 
reliability and broad range 

of accessories and f leet solu-
tions, while customers who 
use their truck for business 
and pleasure love the sophis-
tication and the distinctive 
styling of the ‘Adventure’ 
range models like the Blade 
and XTR.
In addition to record sales, 
interest in the brand is also 
at an all-time high with the 
Isuzu website witnessing 
record tra�  c and brochure 
downloads last month as the 
country steadily opens back up 
for business.
William Brown, Managing 
Director of Isuzu UK, 
commented: “Our team has 
worked exceptionally hard 
to achieve this fantastic sales 
record and it’s great to see that 
more people are recognising 
the capabilities and strengths 
of our award-winning truck.   
Moving forward, we’re 
currently getting ready for 

ISUZU D-MAX SALES UP 50%

the arrival of the All-New 
D-Max due next year. We’re 
extremely excited about this 
as the new model raises the 

bar in the pick-up segment 
for comfort and safety, while 
retaining Isuzu’s traditional 
strengths of durability and 

practicality”.
As a brand, Isuzu is � rmly on 
track to achieving its busi-
ness objective of reaching 

10,000 sales per year by 2025. 
Contact S&S Services to start 
your Isuzu experience today! 
Tel: 01292 880080

TO BOOK A TEST DRIVE 
CALL  01292 880080
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According to MIB data, more 
than 130 people are killed and 
26,000 injured by an unin-
sured or untraced driver. � is 
equates to one casualty every 
20 minutes. E� orts to remove 
uninsured vehicles from the 

road continue year-round, 
with approximately 130,000 
uninsured vehicles seized by 
police every year.
Driving without car insurance 
is illegal. You can have your 
vehicle seized and potentially 

TAKE A MOMENT 
TO CHECK YOUR 
CAR INSURANCE IS 
CURRENT, SAYS GEM

> Take a look at your car insurance details. Check 
the registration number on the policy is correct, 
check who is insured to drive and when the policy 
expires.

> Check whether the policy will auto-renew or 
whether you have to contact your insurer to 
renew.

> If you can’t locate your policy details, check your 
car is insured using the Motor Insurers’ Database

> If you are allowing someone else to drive your car, 
make sure your policy allows other drivers with 
their own comprehensive cover to drive it. If not, 
you will need to include them as named drivers 
on your policy.

ROAD SAFETY organisation GEM Motoring Assist 
is encouraging drivers to take a moment before 
setting o�  and ensuring the vehicle they are using 
is properly insured. The call comes at the start of 
‘Op Drive Insured 2020’, a week-long campaign by 
police across the country in partnership with the 
Motor Insurers’ Bureau (MIB) to reduce the number 
of uninsured vehicles on the UK’s roads.

crushed, along with a £300 
penalty ticket and six points 
on your licence.
GEM chief executive Neil 
Worth comments: “GEM 
is supporting this week of 
heightened enforcement, which 
we believe is an e� ective way of 
highlighting the risks posed by 
drivers of uninsured vehicles.
“You may think of an un-
insured vehicle as generally 
being driven by a criminal – or 
at least an individual with little 
care for road safety attempting 
to get away without paying 
– but the same rules apply to 
anyone whose insurance might 

have lapsed because they for-
got to renew the policy, or they 
changed cars, or they’re in a 
car they wrongly thought they 
were covered to drive.
“� at’s why we’re encouraging 
every driver to check their in-
surance, make a note of who’s 
covered on the policy, when it’s 
due to run out, and whether or 
not it’s set to renew automati-
cally. � ese checks are all the 
responsibility of the driver, 
and there are harsh � nes for 
falling foul of the rules.”
Check you’re insured – before 
you set o� : tips from GEM to 
stay on the right side of the law.



W. D. SEMPLE
WHY BUY YOUR NEW CAR 
FROM W.D. SEMPLE?
1. Its just a short drive away, meaning 
less fuel and less time out of your day
2. Take advantage of our service 
department for all your maintenance 
and repair needs 
3. When you shop locally, more money 
will stay in your local economy

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE * T&C’S APPLY

Supporting Argyll and the Islands since 1953
Islands Special - Ask about our same day servicing

Come and view New and Pre-Reg Renaults and Dacias ready for immediate delivery
W.D. Semple - the oldest established Renault dealer in Scotland

DACIA 
DUSTER
Rugged and robust

Starting from 

£11,745 *

DACIA 
SANDERO
The smarter 
supermini

Starting from 

£7,995 *

ALL-NEW 
RENAULT 
CAPTUR
Your choice, 
Your Captur

Starting from 

£19,095 *

DACIA 
SANDERO 
STEPWAY
Small but mighty

Starting from 

£10,145 *

RENAULT 
CLIO
30 Years in the 
making

Starting from 

£15,895 *

RENAULT 
KADJAR
SUV by Renault 

Starting from 

£24,695 *



With over 50% of tyres 
driven on Britain’s roads 
being below the vehicle 
manufacturers’
recommendation, TyreSafe 
is urging drivers to get into 
the habit of carrying out 
regular checks this Tyre 
Safety Month.
Correct air pressure is 
essential to ensure safety 
on the road. If the tyres 
are under- or over-in�ated 
they have less contact than 
when they’re properly 
in�ated and can cause 
handling problems while 
driving. Incorrect air 
pressure will also add to 
the vehicle’s running costs 
and reduce tyre life. In fact, 
TyreSafe research shows 
up to £1billion 1  could 
be being wasted by UK 
motorists in unnecessary 
fuel bills purely because of 
underin�ated tyres.
TyreSafe is highlighting the 
message as part of October 
2020’s Tyre Safety Month 
with an animation called 
�e Good, �e Bad and 
�e Underin�ated, which 

can be viewed at TyreSafe.
org or on YouTube. �e 
animation is part of this 
year’s campaign which 
asks, Are your tyres ready 
for ACTion?.
To correctly in�ate a tyre, 
owners should �rst check 
their tyre size. �is can be 
found on the
sidewall of each tyre and 
will be a sequence of 
numbers and letters such 
as 195/55 R16. On modern 
cars, the front and rear size 
maybe di�erent, and if that 
is the case both have to be 
taken into account. �e 
appropriate pressure will 
be found in a chart in the 
handbook, fuel �ller cap 
or one of the front door 
pillars.
An accurate pressure gauge 
should be used to check 
each tyre’s pressure and 
in�ated to the correct level. 
�is will need adjusting 
should the vehicle be driv-
en fully loaded rather than 
with just a light load.
To help owners, TyreSafe 
has a new app available 

through Google Play and 
the Apple App
Store which will help guide 
them through the process. 
�e app also allows them 
to store the tyre size and 
pressure information, and 
if they allow noti�cations, 
they will receive a monthly 
reminder to check their 
tyres again.
Stuart Jackson, Chair 
of TyreSafe, said: 
“Underin�ation is argua-
bly the most common tyre 
defect. �at’s frustrating as 
it’s in everybody’s interest 
to ensure pressure is set to 
the right level.
Not only are the risks of an 
incident reduced, owners 
also reduce motoring costs. 
As we’re all watching our 
spending at the moment, it 
makes sense to ensure tyre 
pressures are right for the 
vehicle and its load.
“A monthly check is all it 
takes. So, if you’re heading 
back on the road, follow 
the TyreSafe advice and 
make sure you’re ready for 
ACTion.

THE GOOD, THE BAD AND 
THE UNDERINFLATED - 
WHICH TYPE OF TYRES 
ARE ON YOUR VEHICLE, 
ASKS TYRESAFE
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Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

All-new 208 Allure Premium 
PureTech 100
Metallic paint, 10 inch touch screen, satellite navigation, Car Play, 
active safety brake, 2 tone alloys, parking sensors.

From only £259 per month 
£2000 customer initial payment

All-new 2008 Allure BlueHDI 100
Metallic paint, Car Play, Peugeot 3D i-cockpit, 2 tone alloys, 
parking sensors, active safety brake, LED lighting. 

From only £326 per month 
£3000 customer initial payment

All finance figures based on Peugeot Passport Finance. 48 months at 8000 miles per annum. Other terms and mileages available to quote. Optional final payment. Terms & Conditions Apply. Over 18s only. Pictures for illustration only.

2019 (19) Peugeot 2008 Allure PureTech 130
Grey, 16500 miles, grip control, 
leather trim, alloys, Car Play, 
parking sensors, Bluetooth.

£14499

2019 (19) Peugeot 208 Tech Edition PureTech 82
Orange, 7800 miles, satellite 
navigation, reversing camera, 
alloys, Car play, DAB radio/USB.

£12499

2018 (68) Peugeot 308 Allure PureTech 130
Red, 18000 miles, glass roof, 
satellite navigation, Car Play, 
parking sensors, DAB radio/USB

£11999

VISIT US FOR A FULL WINTER 
VEHICLE CHECK FOR JUST £29.99
Call in for your free tyre check – replacements 
at competitive prices as you would find online. 

Having your vehicle properly serviced helps to 
maintain its safety and reliability – Servicing 
from just £179.00



Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
SERVICES

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (MACCAIG ROAD, OBAN) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF WAITING) ORDER 2020
On Monday the 26th of October 2020, Argyll and Bute Council made 
the above named Order under Section 14(1)(a) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, as amended, the effect of which will be that for 
a temporary period a no waiting at any time restriction will be in place 
on the length of road indicated in the schedule below.
Schedule - Prohibition of Waiting At Any Time
On both sides of the entire length of McCaig Road, Oban from its 
junction with the Lochgilphead-Oban Road (A816) extending in a 
generally northerly direction to its junction with Colonsay Terrace,  
a distance of 890 metres or thereby.
Exceptions will apply to a vehicle being used in an emergency for fire 
brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes; vehicles, not being 
passenger vehicles, while being used in the service of a local authority 
in pursuance of statutory powers or duties, provided that in all the 
circumstances it is reasonably necessary in the exercise of such powers 
or duties for the vehicle to wait at the place in which it is waiting; or a 
vehicle being used for carrying out the works. The restrictions imposed 
by this Order which are required to allow essential works to be carried 
out on or near the road will be effective when indicated by signs from 
0001 hours on the 9th of November 2020 until 2359 hours on the 
28th of May 2021 or until such time that the restrictions are no longer 
required, whichever is the earlier. The works will be carried out in 
phases to reduce the impact of the parking restrictions at any one time. 
Full details of the restrictions are contained within the Order which can 
be viewed on the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/trafficorders
Roads & Infrastructure Services 1A Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/01733/LIB Installation of replacement 

internal door
Perle Oban Hotel, Station 
Road, Oban, Argyll And 
Bute, PA34 5RT

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process 
postal mail is restricted. 

To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Reference Number

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days & 21 days for 20/04015/LBC
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of 20m high lattice 
telecommunications tower, installation of 
telecommunications cabinets

Erection of 35m telecoms mast and 
associated equipment

Improvements to car park and footpaths, 
including installation of benches, tables, bin 
store and landscaping works

To Listed Foghorn structure: replace 
existing railings, replace existing window; 
repairs to door, remove 2nr Accumulator 
Tanks, repaint 2nr Accumulator Tanks, 
pipework and foghorn.
To Listed Sundial: return sundial to site in 
new location. 
To boundary walls: drainage work
Other work: signage

Erection of six houses

Repairs to car parks, access road, 
footpaths; replace railings; remove tanks, 
formation of parking; repainting foghorn 
and tanks; construction of footpaths, 
viewing shelter; restoration of sundial; 
signage, installation of electric charging 
point and other miscellaneous works.

Land 1170M East of Luiblea
Tulloch, Roy Bridge

Land 470M SW Of Achriachach Cottage 
East, Achreoch, Glen Nevis

Arisaig Shorefront
Arisaig

Ardnamurchan Lighthouse
Kilchoan
Acharacle

Workshop 80M East of Aonoch Moor 
Hotel, Spean Bridge

Ardnamurchan Lighthouse
Kilchoan
Acharacle

20/03886/TPNO

20/04058/FUL

20/03984/FUL

20/04015/LBC

20/03955/FUL

20/04013/FUL

PUBLIC NOTICES

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL PROPOSE TO CONSTRUCT A 
PEDESTRIAN REFUGE ISLANDS AND UNCONTROLLED PEDESTRIAN 

CROSSINGS ON B863 LOCHABER ROAD– KINLOCHLEVEN

The Highland Council, in terms of the powers contained in The Roads 
(Scotland) Act 1984 as amended and of all other powers enabling them in 
that behalf propose to construct pedestrian refuge islands, road narrowing’s 
to form uncontrolled pedestrian crossings on the B863 Lochaber Road 
- Kinlochleven.

In terms of Schedule 6 Part 3 paragraph 9 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) 
Act 2020, the Council has decided not to make the schedule available for 
public inspection or publicise it other than by electronic means because to 
do otherwise may give rise to a significant risk of the transmission of corona-
virus. A copy of the Schedule, proposed plan and the Authorities Statement 
of Reasons may be found at www.highland.gov.uk/consultations and 
selecting “Rollout of decriminalised Parking Enforcement” or by emailing 
road.safety@highland.gov.uk.

It should be noted that all objections must be made in writing and must 
specify the grounds thereof and should be made to the undersigned before 
the 20th of November 2020.    

Ross Bartlett, Technician, Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, 
IV3 5NX

Road.safety@highland.gov.uk 22 Oct 20

Mallaig Harbour Authority
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010

Ice Quay and Breakwater Quay Extensions
Notice is hereby given that Mallaig Harbour 
Authority intends to apply to Scottish Ministers 
for consent to construct a splay berth quay be-
tween the Ice Quay and the Outer Breakwater 
Quay and create additional laydown space in 
the Outer Harbour area.
Mallaig Harbour Authority will be holding a 
pre-application consultation event online via 
the video conferencing application ‘Zoom’. 
The event will be taking place on Thursday 5th 
November 2020, starting at 7pm. The event 
will provide an opportunity for stakeholders to 
consider and comment upon the prospective 
application. To participate in the meeting, visit 
https://zoom.us select Join a Meeting and use 
the meeting code 958 4810 9482. If you wish to 
be emailed these event details, please contact: 
consultation@affriclimited.co.uk
If you wish to make representations on the 
proposed development, please contact: 
Fiona Henderson, Affric Limited, Lochview 
Office, Loch Duntelchaig, Farr, IV2 6AW, con-
sultation@affriclimited.co.uk by the 20th of 
November 2020.
Please note, representations made to Mallaig 
Harbour Authority or Affric Limited are not rep-
resentations to the Scottish Ministers. Once the 
Marine Licence Application has been submitted 
there will be an opportunity for representations 
to be made to the Scottish Ministers on the 
application.

Proposed Division of 
Tenanted Common 

Grazing Shares

Mrs Mary Keith is applying 
to divide the tenancy 
of the grazing shares 
pertaining to the croft at 
Keills (Share) Jura into 6 
new crofts. Keills (Jura) 
Common Grazings. 
Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@crof t ing.gov.scot 
within 28 days from the 
date of this advert.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT THE ANNUAL

GENERAL MEETING OF
THE NEVIS PARTNERSHIP

WILL BE HELD ON:
TUESDAY 17th NOVEMBER

2020 AT 5.00PM
DUE TO COVID-19

THIS WILL BE HELD ONLINE.
PLEASE CONTACT

Sarah@nevispartnership.co.uk
TO BE SENT THE LINK TO

JOIN THIS MEETING.
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METALS WANTED

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the 
other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for 
the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertise-
ment by giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheri�  Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 

cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be noti� ed to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the 
total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to 
that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 
Tel: (01631) 568000 www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post O�  ce. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk

Assistant Finance Manager
Salary: £24-26,000 pro rata, 
30 hours/week
Closing date: 5/11/20
To apply, visit kilmartin.org/
home/get-involved/vacancies/

DISTELL INTERNATIONAL LTD

VACANCY: DISTILLERY MAINTENANCE 
TECHNICIAN - MECHANICAL

A vacancy for the position of Distillery 
Maintenance Technician – Mechanical, has aris-
en at Distell International Ltd. The successful 
candidate will be reporting to the Engineering 
and Bottling Manager and will based at one 
of our Distilleries (Bunnahabhain, Deanston 
or Tobermory) with travel to other distilleries 
required.
Qualifications
Recognised apprenticeship, HNC/HND 
Mechanical engineering or equivalent. Ideally, 
the successful applicant for the job will be able 
to demonstrate the necessary skills and experi-
ence this position presents.

Application

To apply for this position, please email: 
HRInternational@distellinternational.com

Closing Date: Wednesday 6th November 2020

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES
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Site Foreman
We are hiring a Site Foreman that is experienced 
in brick and block work to join our team at our 
Dunbeg Development site near Oban. 

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Please send your C.V to 
Jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk 
or call us 01546 602989



pressions of sympathy received 
on the recent sad loss of Joe. 
Grateful thanks to Fr Byron, 
Fr Connor and Deacon Wynne 
for a comforting Mass service, 
also thank you to the organist. 
Heartfelt thanks to Abbey� eld 
sta� , Mike and Lorraine from 
Birchwood, Eileen, Janice and 
carers who helped look a� er 
Joe over the past four years. 
� anks also to Lisa from 
Carers Connect, thank you to 
sta�  at the medical centre and 
especially to Dr John Wallace 
for his great care of Joe always. 
Sincere thanks to Manson and 
MacBeath for professional and 
caring funeral arrangements. 
Special thanks to all who paid 
their respects at roadside and 
outside the family home. £150 
was raised for Alzheimer 
Scotland.
MACKECHNIE – � e family 
of Elizabeth (Betty) wish to 
thank everyone at D & A 
Munn for their compassion 
and professionalism despite 
Covid restrictions. Our thanks 
to Dugald Cameron and the 
Parish Church for a beautiful 
service. Also Petals of Oban 
for their stunning � owers. All 
the family would like to thank 
friends and neighbours who 
lined Betty’s � nal journey. 
Many thanks for all the cards 
and messages of sympathy, all 
gratefully appreciated.
MACLEOD - Norman, 
Christine, Sheena and Rona 
and families would like to 
thank all family, friends, and 
former neighbours for the kind 
messages of support following 
the death of Jenny. A special 
thanks to Rev. Dugald Cameron 
for his upli� ing and comforting 
service, both in the church 
and at the graveside. Sincere 
thanks to Ian MacInnes of D 
& A Munn for his professional, 
compassionate and caring 
service throughout. � ank you 
to the good people of Oban who 
paid their respects with dignity 
as the cortege passed on the way 
to Pennyfuir. Finally, thanks to 
the sta�  at the Royal Hotel for 
an excellent lunch.
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MEMORIALS

�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

Call Linnie Quail on 07774 705783  
or visit www.johnfraserandson.com

Our family have offered personal, professional 
funeral services to the Highland community for 
over 135 years. Our large stock of memorials  
in different granites means that turnaround  
time is minimised. 

Prices start at £750 and include unlimited 
lettering, design, flower vase, installation at  
any cemetery in mainland Highlands, VAT  
and the cemetery fee. Bespoke options  
and restoration are also available.

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

DEATHS
BLACK - Margaret Ferrier née 
Keir, beloved wife of Duncan 
Black, died at home, 4 Port 
Ramsay, Isle of Lismore, on 
October 26, 2020, only and 
cherished daughter of the late 
� omas S Keir and Martha B 
Ferrier, 15 Muirhead Street, 
Kirkintilloch and Aberdeen.  
Lifelong friend of the Campbell 
family, Vicky, Lorna and Colin 
in Canada along with family 
friend Bonnie and Stella in 
Athens and the late Frances.
HYDE - Suddenly but peace-
fully on Friday, October 23, 
2020 at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban; aged 75 years. 
John, beloved husband of 
Margaret, a loving father and 
Papa and a friend to all who 
knew him. A private cremation 
service will take place on 
Friday, October 30, 2020, due to 
current restrictions. If desired, 

donations in lieu of � owers 
should be made to Cancer 
Research UK.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMERON - � e family 
of the late Roddy Cameron, 
Inshlaggan, wish to thank all 
relatives, friends and neigh-
bours for their kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards, telephone 
calls and � owers following 
their recent sad bereavement. 
Also those who lined the road-
side in Invergarry and attended 
the cemetery to pay their last 
respects. To the Rev. A Jones 
for his comforting service. 
Jamie & sta�  of Manson & 
MacBeath, Funeral Directors, 
for their kindness and support. 
A special thank you to piper, 
John Cameron and the ladies 
who served refreshments, Bell 
Henderson & Linda Stewart.
CAMPBELL - Duncan, Rodger 
and Christine would like to 

thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for cards and mes-
sages of condolence which were 
greatly appreciated following 
the sad passing of Joy. Grateful 
thanks to Ian at D & A Munn 
for his help and guidance with 
funeral arrangements. � anks 
also to Alyson Stewart for 
her thoughtful celebration of 
Joy’s life and to Petals for their 
beautiful � oral tribute. Special 
thanks to Oban Community 
Carers, Carr Gomm and 
Crossroads for their wonderful 
support and care of Joy and 
also to Alzheimer Scotland for 
support and advice. � ank you 
also to Doctors and nurses at 
Lorn Medical Centre for their 
care and Lorn and Islands 
Hospital during her short stay 
in hospital. 
MACCOLL – Mamie, 
Caroline, Gari wish to thank 
relatives, friends and neigh-
bours for cards, � owers and ex-

MACVICAR - � e MacVicar 
family would like to thank all 
most sincerely for the many 
cards, � owers and special mes-
sages of sympathy on the loss 
of their mum and granny. Our 
sincere thanks to Rev Dugald 
Cameron for a very personal 
service, to Andy Henderson for 
beautiful music and to Donald 
MacKinnon for such appropri-
ate words at the graveside. Our 
grateful thanks to Ian MacInnes 
of D&A Munn for his kindness 
and compassion throughout 
with funeral arrangements. 
To those who joined us at the 
service and the many folk who 
paid their respects at the church 
and along the route including 
the Dunbeg PS family at the en-
trance to Pennyfuir our heartfelt 
thanks, we would also like to 
take this opportunity to show 
our appreciation for the care 
and love shown to mum by her 
Cro�  Avenue neighbours, all her 
carers, her ‘Meals and Wheels’ 
helpers, Maggie Dougall and the 
Walking group, the Day Centre, 
all at Lorn Medical Centre and 
latterly Connel Surgery and 
everyone at Etive House Care 
Home.
PEARSON - Tam, Christine, 
Ailsa and Clare would like to 
thank all relatives, friends and 
neighbours most sincerely for 
the many cards, � owers and 
messages of sympathy received 
following the tragic loss of 
Kenneth. � anks also for all 
baking, meals, foodstu� s and 
other practical help received. 
Sincere thanks to Ian of D & 
A Munn for the very compas-
sionate and personal handling 
of the funeral arrangements. To 
the Rev Dugald Cameron for 
a beautiful service, visits and 
continuing support. � anks 
also to the local Police for their 
support at this di�  cult time. 
Special thanks to the brethren 
of Oban Commercial Lodge 
No. 180 and sister lodges for 
the very digni� ed and � tting 
tribute given to Kenneth, also 
to those who lined the streets 
to pay their respects, many 
of whom had travelled a long 

distance. To Clare Jordan for 
her beautiful recording of 
Caledonia and to Niall Jordan 
for piping and to Petals for 
� oral arrangements, also the 
Royal Hotel for an excellent 
lunch. � ank you to all who 
have donated to Martyn’s 
Monday Club in Kenneth’s 
memory. He is now singing 
with the Angels.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - Twenty years 
have passed since we lost our 
wonderful dad, Ewen William, 
who died unexpectedly on  
November 3, 2000.
Eternally loved and missed.
- Emma and Eilidh, 
Druimarbin.
CRAWFORD - In loving 
memory of Eddie passed away 
October 30, 2015.
A dear dad and gg.
Sadly and badly missed by us 
all.
FREW – In loving memory 
of George, a dearly loved hus-
band, dad and grandpa who 
died October 28, 2016.
Forever in our hearts.
- Jessie, Iain, Jimmy and all the 
family.
MACEACHEN - Margaret. 
Treasured memories of a be-
loved wife, mother and granny, 
who passed away on October 
29, 2018.
In our hearts, your memory is 
kept
To treasure, to love, and never 
forget
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

THOUGHT FOR 
THE WEEK
In the school holidays, the primary 
school children in Mallaig, Morar, 
and Arisaig, enjoyed searching out 
the scarecrows on a scarecrow trail 
that various people have constructed 
around our communities. 
�e creators have been very 
imaginative: some look like people, 
some like animals, some are scary, 
and some are just funny! �ere’s 
even a scarecrow who quotes the 
Bible: ‘�eir idols are like scarecrows 
in a cucumber �eld. �ey cannot 
speak, and they have to be carried 
because they cannot walk. Do not be 
afraid of them!’

Most birds, especially crows, soon 
learn that a scarecrow isn’t going to 
hurt them, and they ignore it. �e 
most common instruction in the 
Bible is ‘Fear not!’, to which Jesus 
added, ‘I will always be with you.’ 
�e Bible tells us that God loves us 
- and so most of us feel able to ignore 
Him. We are con�dent that God 
won’t hurt us, if he even exists at all.

But the world is full of hazards, 
which we ignore at our peril. Covid 
is the most recent, invisible example. 
But it’s real enough, like God 
Himself. If we ignore the virus, then 
one day, when we are not expecting 
it, we will get infected. We can’t tell 
in advance whether it will bring 
serious consequences, or if you will 
just shrug it o� with less trouble than 
even a cold.

But whatever hazards we face, 
God’s promise holds true. He will 
never leave you nor forsake you. He 
loves you. You can have faith in Him 
because He is trustworthy. He always 
keeps his promises.

Reverend Stewart Goudie, North 
West Lochaber Church of Scotland.

More than three quarters of 
people in the Highlands and 
Islands are concerned about 
the volume of single-use items 
and packaging used across the 
country and would support 
regulations that limit their 
use, according to a survey 
commissioned by Zero Waste 
Scotland.

With an estimated 300 mil-
lion plastic straws, 276 million 
pieces of plastic cutlery, 50 
million plastic plates and 
66 million polystyrene food 
containers used annually in 
Scotland¹, the poll carried out 
by YouGov found that 76% 
of respondents in the region 
described themselves as being 
very or fairly concerned about 
the amount of items designed 
to be used only once.

It also revealed that 82% 
support the introduction of 
regulations in Scotland to 
reduce the use of single-use 
items and packaging.

�e survey coincides with a 
public consultation over plans 
to restrict some of the most 
environmentally damaging 
single-use plastic items in 
Scotland, including plastic 
cutlery and plastic straws.

�e Scottish Government 
is seeking views on the intro-
duction of new legislation to 
restrict the supply of single-use 
plastic plates, plastic straws, 
plastic cutlery, polystyrene 
food and drink containers, 

Highlands and Island residents’ 
concerns over single-use plastic 

Many people are concerned about single-use plastic going to land�ll or polluting our seas.

No verse, no �owers, no tears 
can say
How much we miss you every 
day
- Ian and family.
MACEACHEN – In loving 
memory of my dear friend and 
neighbour Margaret, who died 
29 October, 2018.
Always in my thoughts.
- Jessie.
MACGILLIVRAY - Very 
special memories of our dear 
Mum, Mary (Kilchoan) who 
died  October 29, 2018. 
Always in our thoughts. Forever 
in our hearts.
Love, John, Teen and all the 
family. X
MACLACHLAN – Precious 
memories of a loving father and 
grampa Ian, who died October 
29, 1990.
Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts.
- From all the family, 
Blairgowrie and Muir of Ord.
MACNAB – In loving memory 
of a loving husband, father and 
papa George, who died October 
27, 2019.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- June and family, Canada, 
Glasgow and Oban.
MORRISON – Treasured 
memories of Ian (Heiker) 
who died October 29, 2009.  A 
dearly loved husband, dad and 
grandpa.
Sadly missed, loved always. 
- Petra, Duncan and family xxx
SIMERS – In loving memory of 
Willie.
A year has gone past
Since you le� us
You are forever in our hearts 
and thoughts.
Sorely missed.
- Jean, Karen, Claire and all the 
family and your wee pal Isla. 
xxxx

beverage stirrers, plastic 
balloon sticks and products 
made from oxo-degradable 
plastics. Reusable alterna-
tives would continue to be 
widely available.

�ese are the most common 
items found on European 
beaches and were identi�ed 
in the EU Single Plastics 
Directive as contributing the 
majority share of litter found 
in the marine environment. 
�e Marine Conservation 
Society’s 2019 Beach Clean 
reported an average 492 
items of litter per 100 metres 
of beach in Scotland, with 
the majority being single-use 

plastic or polystyrene. 
According to Scottish 
Government �gures around 
four ��hs (80%) of Scotland’s 
carbon footprint comes from 
all the goods, materials and 
services which we produce, 
use and o�en throw out a�er 
minimal use.

Iain Gulland, Chief 
Executive of Zero Waste 
Scotland, said: ‘Whilst 
plastic can be incredibly 
useful and bene�cial in a 
number of areas, it also can 
cause signi�cant damage to 
our environment if it isn’t 
disposed of properly. Scots 
are increasingly concerned 

about the impacts of dispos-
able single-use items and 
can see how it is impacting 
on the country’s natural 
environment.

‘Most of us don’t need 
many of these single-use 
items being consulted on. By 
choosing reusables over dis-
posables we can still have the 
bene�t without the needless 
waste and carbon emissions 
associated with throwaway 
items.’

It is expected that any legis-
lation would be introduced by 
2021. For further details or to 
provide your views, visit zws.
scot/singleuseconsultation
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Mull golf course reaches new heights
Tobermory Golf Course is one of 
� ve gol� ng venues in Lochaber and 
the islands included in a list of the 
‘World’s Top 50 stand alone 9-hole 
courses’ by the American GOLF 
magazine.

Detailed input
 Isle of Harris; Barra; Traigh, Arisaig; 
and Dragon’s Tooth, Ballachulish, 
golf clubs have also been named 
alongside venues across the globe 
including Holland, Tasmania and 

Japan. The list was compiled using 
detailed imput from GOLF’s 88-mem-
ber Top 100 Courses ranking panel, 
its editors, architects and select 
other short-course a� cionados from 
around the world.

‘Our world and US rankings always 
stimulate lively debate and nine-hol-
ers deserve the same attention,’ 
stated the publication.

‘Here, we’re focusing solely on 
standalone nine-hole courses, in part 

to show that solo niners are quite 
viable � nancial entities in and of 
themselves. And every bit as thrilling 
as a traditional course.’

Expert opinion
The list of 50 is ranked and has an 

expert opinion for each course with 
the Mull course coming in at number 
32.

‘A wonderful course that sits atop 
the town, Tobermory Golf Club  
sports spectacular views and breath-

taking golf,’ commented a GOLF 
magazine expert.

‘If ever there was any doubt that 
golf is indeed a sport, then all one 
needs to do is go and play Tobermo-
ry, where walking nine will feel akin 
to conquering Everest. 

Journey
‘But like Everest, the ascent on the 

� rst is worth the journey. 
‘For what awaits golfers is a rollick-

ing golf course worthy of its praise.’

John McPhee stays with
Petronas team next year
Petronas Sprinta Racing has 
announced the completion 
of its Moto3 line-up for 2021, 
with John McPhee staying for 
another year to � ght for the 
title in the lightweight class, 
alongside new signing, fellow 
Moto3 race-winner Darryn 
Binder.

� e Connel rider, who joined 
the Malaysian squad in 2019, 
knows what it takes to win in 
the ultra-competitive Moto3 
category and has consistently 
proven himself to be a strong 
championship contender. 

To date, John has racked up 
14 podiums with three race 
wins in the category. Half have 
been achieved with the team, 
with four of those podiums 
and one win coming from the 
11 GPs raced so far this year. 
He also gave the team its � rst 
victory at the French GP last 
year. He currently sits � � h in 

the Moto3 World Standing 
with 109 points, 35-points shy 
of the leader with four races to 
go.

John said: ‘I’m really happy to 
re-sign with the team for 2021.
We still have a few races to 
� nish o�  this season and we’re 
in a great position to continue 
� ghting for the championship. 

‘For me it’s really important 
to continue with the same 
crew, people that I know and 
where I’m feeling comfortable 
on and o�  track.

‘� e aim for next year will be 
to again be consistently in the 
top three and � ghting for the 
championship.

‘I’m really looking forward to 
the year ahead, but let’s focus 
on this season and get that 
completed � rst.

‘I want to say a big thank you 
to the team and partners for 
all the support they have given 

me. Now let’s see what we can 
do in these � nal races of the 
2020 season.’

John put in another master-
ful performance at MotorLand 
Aragón at the weekend, to end 
the frenzied race sixth, a� er 
starting 17th on the grid. 

John had a good start, mov-

ing immediately up to 13th 
and into the top ten by the 
beginning of the second lap. 
McPhee held position towards 
the front of the leading pack, 
which contained most of the 
Moto3 � eld, until a near-high-
side on lap 10 dropped him 
outside of the top ten.

Increasing the pace to move 
into the top three, John was 
unfortunately punted wide on 
the � nal lap and crossed the 
line sixth. He now also sits 
sixth in the riders’ standings.

� ere will now be a one-week 
break for the Moto3 duo, 
before the � nal triple-header 
gets under way with the Gran 
Premio de Europa, November 
6 to November 8, the � rst of 
two back-to-back events at 
Circuit Ricardo Tormo.

John McPhee has signed 
up to race for the Petronas 
Sprinta Racing team next 
season.

Bob MacIntyre’s hopes of 
playing in the season ending 
Tour Championship in Dubai 
were given a major boost 
last week when three new 
tournaments were added to 
the European Tour schedule.

The Oban star is currently 
sitting 71st in the Race to 
Dubai and with only the top 
60 qualifying for the money 
spinning season ending 
event, Bob’s hope of quali� -
cation hung on two events 
to be held in Cyprus over the 
next fortnight. However, the 
late announcement of a trio 
of events to be held in South 
Africa during November 
means the Oban left-hander 
will have a little more margin 
for error when he tees it 
up today (Thursday) in the 
Cyprus Open at Aphrodite 
Hills in Paphos.

With his recent injury 
concerns behind him, the 
next month is shaping up to 
be one of the biggest tests in 
Bob’s � edgling career.

Football results
Oban Saints’ Greater Glasgow 
(GG) team took on the club’s 
under 17s in a friendly match 
at the all-weather pitch last 
Sunday, resulting in a 6-2 win 
for the GG team.
 On target for the Greater 
Glasgow out� t were Martin 
Bonar, 2; James Beaton; Fraser 
MacFarlane; Alan Buchanan 
and Daniel McCuish. Kyle 
Cooper scored both goals for 
the under 17s. Earlier in the 
day, Saints’ Under 15s took on 
Lochgilphead under 14s with 
Saints winning 8-1 thanks to 
goals from Ewen Campbell, 
2; Zander Craik, 4); Duncan 
MacEwan and Logan Black.

Bob’s hopes 
boosted by tour 
announcement
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Age no 
barrier to 
dancing 
Annie, 90

Sophie’s � ery 
determination  
turns her loss 
into gain 

A 66-year-old man has died 
following a crash on the A82 
near Glengloy at 5.25pm on 
Monday evening. 

The man was driving  
southbound in a green 
Citroen Berlingo which was 
involved in a collision with a 
northbound Volvo lorry. He 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene. The lorry driver was 
uninjured.

Police are keen to speak 
to anyone who may have 
seen either of the vehicles 
prior to the collision, saw the 
crash itself or who may have 
dashcam footage.

Call 101, quoting 2566 of 
October 26.

Council bosses could be in for 
a rough ride at today’s meeting 
of the full Highland Council, 
a� er they failed to ensure 
the 20mph speed warning 
signs outside schools were 
operational in time for pupils 
returning a� er the October 
break this week.

It was expected that only a 
handful of the � ashing 20mph 
signs on the approaches to 
schools across Lochaber and 
the rest of Highland region 
would be operational on 
Monday.

� e problem appears to lie 
with the current SIM card 
technology within the units as 
they are apparently no longer 
supported by the current or 
alternative suppliers due to 
out-dated 2G capabilities.

Chris Jones, from Fort 
William, lives near the town’s 
Lundavra Primary School, 
told the Lochaber Times it was 
beyond belief the situation had 
not been recti� ed in time for 
pupils’ return to schools.

‘I’m gobsmacked the signs 
are still not working,’ said Mr 
Jones, who took the matter up 
with local councillor, Andrew 
Baxter.

‘It is absolutely vital these 
signs are working in places 
where children are walking to 
school, otherwise something 
bad is going to happen. � e 

dark nights are now here and 
will keep getting darker, so it is 
absolutely crucial this is recti-
� ed as a matter of urgency.’

Mr Jones said he had in-
formed Councillor Baxter, 
adding: ‘I’m surprised that 
such a dangerous situation 
could have been allowed to 
develop in the � rst place and 
astonished that it hasn’t been 
addressed with the utmost 
urgency long before now.

‘Given that it has now been 
con� rmed to be a pan-High-
land matter, urgent action – 
and that means urgent – must 
now be taken.’

And Mr Jones added: ‘Not 
one child’s safety must be 
compromised because of this 
most unfortunate situation.’

� e council told the Lochaber 
Times that the SIM cards had 
been deactivated by Vodafone 

without the local authority’s 
knowledge, as the system used 
to contact the signs has been 
phased out.

� e replacement SIMs do not 
work with the equipment the 
council has and so it is now in 
contact with another company 
to � nd a work-around in order 
to get the signs operational 
again, at least short term.

In time, the control equip-
ment at all the signs will need 
to be replaced and the council 
is looking to see how this will 
ultimately be funded.

Asked to comment, a council 
spokesman told us: ‘� ere is an 
ongoing technical fault with 
the school 20mph warning 
light system that our sta�  have 
been working really hard to 
resolve.

‘Due to the age of the con-
trollers the new SIM cards that 
were supplied to try and � x 
the issue turned out not to be 
compatible with the system, 
so further work is on-going to 
� nd a solution.

‘We are also looking at the 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Baxter sees red over 
school speed signs

Edinburgh Woollen Mill sta�  
have been left in the dark as 
the retailer began closing its 
stores this week.

From the three Oban stores, 
only the McCaig’s Warehouse 
outlet remains open this 
week. Outlets in Fort William 
and Spean Bridge are also 
a� ected.

Despite several attempts 
to contact the company, the 
company had not responded 
to our requests for clarity on 
the situation by the time of 
going to print.

Woollen Mill pulls 
down shutters

Man dies in A82 
Glengloy crash

Chris Jones, left, with 
Councillor Andrew Baxter 
by the speed signs outside 
Lundavra Primary School 
in Fort William. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson

Continued on page three.
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Overnight work 
on A82 near 
Spean Bridge 
An essential surfacing project 
worth more than £450,000 has 
started on the A82 north of 
Spean Bridge.

� e overnight project will see 
almost two kilometres of road 
resurfaced through Stronaba, 
around two miles north of the 
village. It started on Sunday 
October 25 and will take up 
to three weeks to complete, 
taking place between 8pm and 
6am Sunday to � ursday.  

No work is scheduled to take 
place on Friday or Saturday 
nights.

For the safety of workers and 
road users, the A82 will close 
overnight but set amnesties 
will be implemented at 9pm, 
10pm, midnight, 2am and 4am 
to allow tra�  c to pass through 
the site.

Outwith working hours, a 
speed limit of 30mph will be in 
force as tra�  c will be required 
to run on a temporary road 
surface.

Access for emergency 
services will be maintained at 
all times.

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 
North West Representative, 
said: ‘Our teams will do all 
they can to complete the 
work as quickly and safely as 
they can and we thank the 
community and road users for 
their patience.’

Real time journey 
information is available from 
Tra�  c Scotland on www.
tra�  cscotland.org.

A Fort William-based events company 
became the � rst to perform under 
the new pop-out canopy in Cameron 
Square, raising money for a worthy 
charity in the process, writes Fiona 
Scott.

Talking Teacup Events, founded by 
local performer Ryan Laskey in 2019, 
brought fairytale princesses Ariel and 
Rupunzel to life on Friday a� ernoon, 
with proceeds from donations going 
to the Royal Brompton and Hare� eld 
Hospital Patient Fund.

Ryan told the Lochaber Times: ‘It was 
great to be the � rst to perform under 
the new canopy. It gives performers a 
chance to show o�  their talents in any 
weather which I think is fantastic given 
the local climate.’

Speaking on behalf of Fort William 
Marina and Shoreline Community 

Interest Company, company secretary 
Sarah Kennedy added: ‘We were de-
lighted to receive the enquiry from Ryan 
at Talking Teacup Events. � is is the 
whole reason we persevered and over-
came a number of challenges to secure 
the planning and funding to install this 
extractable canopy. It is proof this facili-
ty has been sorely needed in the town to 
make the public entertainment space in 
Fort William much more useable.’

Ryan added: ‘We chose the Patient 
Fund because the mother of Jemma 
Ewing, who was playing the Little 
Mermaid, is currently waiting for a 
second double lung transplant and has 
been in the hospital since June.’

To � nd out more or book an event, vis-
it the Talking Teacup Events Facebook 
page or go to www.talkingteacupevents.
co.uk

Bosses of the ‘Harry Potter’ 
steam train have been sworn 
to secrecy over timings and the 
route it will take when it heads 
back to their Lancashire head-
quarters next month because of 
Covid-19.

Rail regulators were apparent-
ly furious when crowds of train-
spotters and railway enthusiasts 
packed stations at Helensburgh, 
Westerton and Dalmuir to 
watch the train travelling up to 
Fort William last month.

Not only were there fears 
excited spectators could acci-
dentally fall on to the tracks, 

but videos posted on 
YouTube showed few 
people wore masks 
or kept social 
distant.

One person 
posted on Facebook: 
‘I cannot believe 
the stupidity of these 
people all for the sake of a 
Harry Potter train.’

Another fumed: ‘We are 
meant to be social distancing 
and none of this is happening 
whatsoever for a train. � is is 
shameful, disgusting and very 
disappointing.’

Now o�  cials from the O�  ce 
of Road and Rail (ORR) have 
asked operators West Coast 

Railways (WCR) not 
to reveal when the 

real-life Jacobite 
train will be 
returning to its 
Carnforth base.

In statement, an 
ORR spokesman 

said: ‘It is always a 
concern to see crowds 

gathered on platforms and 
stations, which may have to be 
closed if they become excessive-
ly crowded.

‘Operators must work to-
gether to try and avoid scenes 
such as those in Scotland and 
one way of controlling over-
crowding is to avoid publishing 
running times.’

� e Jacobite route between 
Fort William and Mallaig over 
the spectacular Glen� nnan 
Viaduct is regularly voted one 
of the world’s greatest railway 
journeys. And it became even 
more famous when the steam 
train starred as the Hogwarts 
Express in the Harry Potter 
movies.

� e train normally only op-
erates during the summer, but 
the start was delayed this year 
because of Covid-19.

However, such was the 
demand for tickets, especially 
a� er it featured on Channel 4’s 
Scotland’s Scenic Railways, that 
the twice-daily service has been 
extended until November 13.

WCR told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘� e Jacobite steam train 
is always very popular with rail-
way enthusiasts and families.

‘Crowds of people do tend to 
turn out to watch as it travels to 
and from Scotland and normal-
ly we would be delighted.

‘But we are very conscious 
of fears about safety and our 
responsibilities to the com-
munity, especially with social 
distancing during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

‘So, in view of the scenes last 
month, we will not be revealing 
which day or what time the 
train is returning to Carnforth. 
Nor will we be publishing the 
route it will take.’

Princess Ariel and Rapunzal marked the � rst o�  cial use of the new pop out 
cover in Fort William’s Cameron Square when they did an event for charity. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson.

Talking Teacup production goes under cover in Fort William

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Steam train’s Lochaber departure cloaked in secrecy
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� ere are concerns this week 
that the A82 with its associated 
tra�  c congestion and safety 
problems in and around Fort 
William and elsewhere in 
Lochaber will not feature 
in the long-awaited 20-year 
programme of major Scottish 
transport infrastructure 
projects.

� e Strategic Transport 
Projects Review 2 (STPR2) 
project board is due to report 
soon. If the A82 did not feature 
on the list this time round, 
it could mean another two 
decades passing before the 
region’s main trunk road sees 
signi� cant investment.

Transport Scotland has 
placed the emphasis for  STPR2 
squarely on resilience and road 
safety.

Recent � gures showed the 
A82 su� ered more fatal and 

serious road accidents in total 
in the three years 2017, 2018 
and 2019  than any other road 
in Scotland – 73 as compared 
to the next closest, 69, record-
ed for the A9. Of these 73 
accidents on the A82, 18 were 
fatal, while the A9 had 21 fatal 
accidents in its total.

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben � ompson told the 

Lochaber Times: ‘We’re ex-
pecting the phase one � ndings 
very soon. Phase one is the big 
transport projects that will see 
boots on the ground in the next 
couple of years.

‘� e indications I am getting 
is that there will be nothing in 
there for the West Highlands – 
despite our main road and rail 
transport links being in dread-

ful condition. � e A82 has the 
worst serious and fatal accident 
record in Scotland. It stands 
out with 13 per cent of all the 
road fatalities in Scotland in 
recent years. We know, as our 
own communities have been 
dreadfully impacted.

‘If there is no signi� cant 
investment to improve that 
road, I would fundamentally 
question the whole govern-
ment process that claims to 
have safety for travellers as a 
main objective.

‘For the West Highlands to 
make a strong recovery from 
the pandemic, we need trans-
port investment, including a 
big shi�  of heavy goods o�  our 
roads and onto rail or sea. We 
need safer, wider roads with 
separate active travel facilities  
and we need to deal with the 
rapidly growing motorhome 
market by investing in quality 
roadside facilities.

‘It is about time our MSPs 

delivered transport infrastruc-
ture for the West Highlands.’

Phase one of STRP2 are those 
projects classed as top priori-
ties to respond to the Covid-19 
pandemic to help rebuild the 
economy and involves projects 
that can be delivered in the 
next two or three years.

� is initial priorities list 
might not necessarily in� uence 
the phase two projects but 
there is the chance these phase 
one schemes become the major 
priorities for the whole of the 
STPR2. Asked for her view, 
MSP Kate Forbes MSP told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘� ere 
are obvious transport needs in 
Lochaber – the A82, the West 
Highland Line and congestion 
in Fort William. � ese issues 
need to be resolved. I accept 
there aren’t quick � xes, but as 
a representative for Lochaber 
I take my responsibility to 
campaign for improvements 
very seriously.’

Fears A82 upgrade may 
be delayed by 20 years

The A82 stretch at Torlundy has been the scene of a number 
of serious road accidents. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Baxter sees 
red over school 
speed signs
Continued from page one.
option of changing to a new 
supplier and purchasing a 
more modern system and 
have asked for quotes. 
‘We are acutely aware that 
we need to have a solution 
as soon as possible and we 
are working hard to achieve 
this.’

Although the issue is not 
on � ursday’s agenda for 
the full council meeting, 
it is anticipated that 
Councillor Baxter will try 
to tackle local authority 
leaders over the situation 
given the concerns over 
pupils’ safety.

Asked for his reaction, 
Councillor Baxter did not 
hold back: ‘It is staggering 
that this balls-up still hasn’t 
been sorted out. When 
councillors ask about 
progress we are brushed o�  
and hear more excuses.

‘We were told it would be 
sorted in August. � en by 
October. It is unacceptable 
that council incompetence 
is putting our children’s 
safety at risk.’

PIZZA EXPRESS 1
Any 10” Pizza + 10” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 

+ 2 Cans of Pepsi
£9.95

CURRY EXPRESS 1
Vegetable Pakora, Chicken 
Curry, Korma OR Bhoona, 

Rice & Nan
£8.99

(Lamb +£1)

EUROPEAN BOX
Veg Pakora, 2 Veg Samosa, 2 

Veg Spring Rolls, 2 Mozzarella 
Sticks, Chicken Nuggets, Onion 

Rings, Chips, Donner, Salad, 2 Pita 
Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi

£8.99

Kids Express 1

Chips, Chicken Nuggets, 
Onion Rings and Fruit Shoot

£3.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 1
Chicken Curry, Korma, OR 

Bhoona, Rice, 
10” Margherita Pizza, Chips 
& Donner, Cheese Burger 

with Chips & 2L Pepsi
£19.99  (Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 2
Any 12” Pizza + 12” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Wedges,

Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 
+ 2 Pepsi 500ml

£12.95

CURRY EXPRESS 2
Vegetable Pakora, Any 

Special, Karahi OR Balti Dish, 
Rice & Nan

£9.99
(Lamb +£1)

GREEDY BOX
Mixed Pakora, 2 Mince Samosa, 

2 Mince Spring Rolls, Chips, 
Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Nuggets, Onion Rings, Donner, 
Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 

Cans of Pepsi
£9.99

KIDS EXPRESS 2

Chips, Popcorn Chicken, 2 
Mozzarella Sticks and 12oz 

Ice Cream Shake

£4.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 2
Mixed Pakora, Any Special, 
Karahi or Balti Dish, Rice, 

12” Rosara Pizza, Donner Kebab
Chips & Cheese and 2L Pepsi

£22.99
(Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 3
Any 14” Pizza + 12” Garlic 
Bread with Cheese served 

with Chips, Wedges,
Onion Rings, 4 Sauces + 

Pepsi 2L 
£17.95

SHARING CURRY EXPRESS
Mixed Pakora, Any 2 Chicken 

Dishes, Rice & Nan, Slice of 
Chocolate Fudge Cake & 2 

Cans Pepsi
£17.99

(Lamb +£2)

MEATY BOX
Chicken Pakora, Battered 

Chicken Fillet, Spicy Chicken 
Fillet, Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Bites, Chicken Wings, Chips, 
Donner, Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 

Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi
£11.99

Sharing Kids Express
10” Margherita, Chips, Onion 
Rings, Popcorn Chicken and 

2 12oz Ice Cream Shakes

£9.95

Family Express 3
Mixed Pakora, Any Chicken Dish, 

Rice & Nan, King Donner Nan, 
12” Hawaiian OR Pepperoni 

Pizza + Chips, Cheese & Chicken 
Nuggets and 2L Pepsi

£29.99
(Lamb +£1)

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on

Enjoy Life Enjoy Kebabish

Bringing You 
CRAZY SPECIAL OFFERS
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Remember, remember...
the impact of � reworks
With Bon� re Night approach-
ing and many events cancelled, 
if you are planning a private 
� reworks display at home this 
year, it’s important you know 
how to keep your family safe.

Make sure you know the 
risks, alongside the fun and 
enjoyment.
 Check the latest Scottish 
Government guidance on 
meeting up with other house-
holds outdoors on gov.scot/
friendsandfamily
 Ensure you know what � re-
works are suitable for private 
use dependent on the size of 
your garden. To � nd out visit 
� rescotland.gov.uk
 Always follow the � reworks 
code and read � reworks in-
structions before use.
 Be aware of the impact of 
� reworks on others. While 
� reworks are spectacular, they 
can be very noisy, a� ecting the 
well-being of those with noise 
sensitivity.  � e loud bangs, 
lights and strong smells of 
� reworks can be challenging 
for autistic people and pets.
 Misuse of � reworks can lead 
to serious injuries and more 
o� en than not, it’s children 
rather than adults who are 
injured by � reworks. During 

Firework displays are not being organised this year.

Council calls for help 
to shape rural housing 
plan guidance
Highland Council is inviting the public 
and interested parties to help shape 
the guidance on how the council will 
promote and determine rural housing 
applications across the whole of the 
Highlands.

� e revised dra�  Housing in the 
Countryside Supplementary Guidance 
was approved for consultation by the 
Economy and Infrastructure Committee 
last month. 

� e guidance is being revised to make 
it clearer and more concise and to re� ne 
the criteria for small scale housing devel-
opment in the countryside.

Full details of all the changes and how 
to participate can be found on the coun-
cil’s Consultation Portal and comments 
should be submitted before December 
18. Due to current Covid-19 limitations, 
the council is unable to run any face-to-
face public meetings but has produced 
a video outlining the main changes to 
the updated dra�  along with how to get 
involved.

� e video and further information about 
the consultation is available at www.high-
land.gov.uk/housinginthecountryside

Anyone wishing to discuss any aspect 
of the consultation should phone the 
Council Service Centre between 9am and 
4pm, Tuesday to Friday, on 01349 886608 
or email: devplans@highland.gov.uk

A � lm crew is back working on the 
Lochaber sets of the new James 
McAvoy movie this week a� er one of 
its members recently tested positive 
for Covid and had to quarantine in 
the Ballachulish Hotel, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

Filming on the remake of French 
thriller My Son came to a halt when 
the case of Covid was discovered 
earlier this month. It is understood 
the crew member who tested positive 
had travelled from France.

Producer Rebecca O’Brien, from 
Sixteen Films, said it was only one 
crew member and four of his close 
contacts who had to self-isolate.

Award-winning Scottish actor Mr 
McAvoy and British actress Claire 
Foy and others were able to put the 
time o� -set to good use and ‘prepare’ 
for � lming to restart.

‘Ballachulish Hotel is a lovely place 
to be holed up. Everyone was tested. 
Only � ve had to self-isolate. We’ve 
been delayed about one week but 
we’re back on now and raring to go,’ 
Ms O’Brien added.

‘We are delighted to be back 
� lming with some terri� c actors in 
amazing locations in Lochaber.’

A spokesperson for Crie�  Hydro 
Family of Hotels said the hotel had 
been exclusively booked by the crew 
for the duration of the � lming so no 
other guests were a� ected.

A spokesperson for Ballachulish 
Covid-19 Community Support 
Group said: ‘Our group was made 

aware of the positive Covid case, 
but we were not required to take any 
action in the community.’

In the � lm, McAvoy plays a man 
desperately searching for his son 
who travels to the town where his 
ex-wife lives as he looks for answers.

In a format twist, McAvoy the 
actor has to solve the mystery at 
the centre of the � lm without any 
help from anyone else, or a script or 
pre-written dialogue for that matter, 
and will in e� ect have to improvise 
his way through the scenes.

Local landowners Jahama Estates 
says Sixteen Films is using a large 
range of local facilities and working 
with many local businesses and 
employing local sta�  in support of 
the production.

Jahama Estates liaison manager 
Jonathan Hart told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘We are asking for support 
from the village, hillwalkers, moun-
tain bikers and for other members 
of the public to be patient with their 
access to our Mamore Lodge access 
roads this week [October 26-31] so 

that the � lm production company 
can complete its operations safely 
and as quickly as possible.

‘For example, there will be a range 
of lighting and rigging structures 
across the access road and around 
the lodge itself, as well as vehicle 
movements on the tracks.

‘� ese operations will pose a 
signi� cant health and safety hazard, 
hence we are asking that members of 
the public be aware of these opera-
tions in this area during these key 
dates.

‘� e production sta�  will have 
maps with them to advise of alter-
native routes. � ere may be some 
corresponding delays whilst a shoot 
is completed before we can partially 
reopen sections of the main Mamore 
Lodge track to allow access.

‘If anyone has any questions 
regarding access, please call me on 
07483 301355.  Access for the emer-
gency services will be maintained.   
Please accept our thanks in advance 
for your support with this temporary 
inconvenience.’

Filming restarts on 
James McAvoy thriller

James McAvoy is currently � lming 
in Lochaber.

the bon� re season last year, 
85 per cent of all � rework 
injuries treated at emergency 
departments happened at in-
formal private displays. More 
than half of those requiring 
treatment were children.

Deputy assistant chief o�  cer 
Alasdair Perry is the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service’s Head 
of Prevention and Protection. 

He said: ‘First and foremost 
we would urge all of our com-
munities to follow the advice 
and guidelines around social 
distancing to help stop the 
spread of Covid-19.

‘We know this means people 
may consider hosting their 

own events this year but we 
would urge caution because 
every year people are injured 
by � reworks and admitted 
to hospital and children are 
particularly at risk.

‘We are therefore strongly 
encouraging anyone who does 
wish to host a private event to 
reduce the risk by ensuring 
they familiarise themselves 
with our � rework code and � re 
safety guidance. Do not take 
risks because the consequenc-
es can be devastating.’

Visit Firescotland.gov.uk.
To report the misuse of 

� reworks anonymously call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Visit our website for more information

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Secure your kitchen order today 
and pay no more until 2022.

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act 
a credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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More dental treatments 
due to restart in Lochaber 
More dental treat-
ments are restart-
ing for patients in 
Lochaber from 
November but, 
as the Chief 
Dental O�cer 
for Scotland 
has already 
outlined, it will 
still not be business 
as usual, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

John Lyon, clinical dental 
director for NHS Highland, 
said: ‘We are anticipating 
further clari�cation from the 
Scottish Government soon 
on the speci�c detail of what 
treatment we will be able to of-
fer but inevitably over the past 
eight months a considerable 
number of appointments have 
had to be cancelled.

‘Our dental practices will 
prioritise patients with the 
greatest clinical need when we 
start to o�er more treatments 
but they will also be focusing 
on maintaining a Covid-safe 
environment for patients and 
sta� which will mean fewer 
patients, around 50 per cent, 
will be seen per day than in 
pre-Covid times.

‘We also want to prepare 
patients who are attending for 
appointments that they will 
notice a lot of changes. �is 
will include waiting rooms no 
longer in use and the dental 
team wearing PPE that is very 
di�erent from what was used 
pre-Covid.’

He added: ‘It’s good news that 
we will soon be able to o�er a 
wider range of treatments but 
we fully appreciate that some 
patients will be disappointed at 
the time they will have to wait 
for a routine appointment.

‘We would ask for un-
derstanding from all our 
patients during this time as 
our dental teams work hard 
to reintroduce services in a 
Covid-safe environment and 
we all get used to this new way 
of working.’

Ninety-year-old Annie 
Henderson was literally danc-
ing in the street to celebrate 
her birthday as her family and 
friends organised a socially 
distanced outdoor party to 
mark her special day on 
October 14, writes Fiona Scott.

In the garden, a table full 
of goodies, including a small 
sherry for the birthday girl,  

had been set up, with her 
neighbours in Moss�eld Drive 
lining her decorated wall 
calling greetings to her. Piper 
Laura Robertson also made 
an appearance to play a few 
special tunes which had the 
‘sprightly 90’ dancing a solo 
Highland Fling.

On opening one of the many 
cards which highlighted her 

age Annie commented: ‘I think 
this one is the wrong way up!’

A�er a toast to her longevity 
and her continuing active life 
style Annie said: ‘I’m not really 
one for a fuss, but it was so nice 
for everyone to go to so much 
trouble for me with all the food 
and decorations.  

‘I’m really enjoying it. �anks 
to everyone.’

Sprightly at 90 – Annie 
goes dancing in street

Annie Wallace 
was not alone 
on her birth-
day as family, 
friends and 
neigbhours 
organised 
a social-
ly-distanced 
outdoor party 
for her to mark 
the occasion.  
Photograph: Iain 
Ferguson.

PPE is now the 
order of the 

day in dental 
practices.

Highlands may 
see easing of 
Covid rules
Lochaber along with the rest 
of Highland region and the 
Western Isles could be in the 
second lowest tier of the new 
Covid restrictions, according 
to First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon this week.

Ms Sturgeon outlined 
the proposed new �ve-tier 
structure for tackling Covid 
during a debate and vote in 
parliament on Tuesday.

�e positive news is the gov-
ernment believes restrictions 
on household gatherings could 
be starting to have an impact. 
Case numbers are increasing 
at a slower rate than at the 
beginning of October and 
the First Minister added she 
hoped the e�ect of restrictions 
on the hospitality industry 
would start to be seen to be 
working as well.

Ms Sturgeon said she hoped 
to con�rm all decisions to 
parliament today (�ursday).

A Covid ‘postcode checker’ 
will be launched to help 
people keep track of restric-
tions in their area.

For the full story, visit www.
lochabertimes.co.uk
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Extra free school meals 
funding for Western Isles
More than 470 
children across 
the Western 
Isles will 
bene�t from 
extra funding 
to extend 
free school 
meals over the 
Christmas and 
Easter holidays.

£10 million has been 
made available by the Scottish 
Government so that councils 
can continue providing free 
school meals through the win-
ter breaks with future funding 
con�rmed to extend support 
over Easter.

Last Wednesday, Tory MPs 
voted to reject a plan to extend 
the scheme, arguing that it 
was not the job of schools to 
‘regularly provide food during 
the school holidays’.

No Scottish Tory MP voted 
to support the plan, despite 
recent indications from 
Douglas Ross, above, that he 
wishes to end his party’s oppo-
sition to the free school meals 
provision.

Alasdair Allan MSP said: 
‘Many families are under 

considerable �nancial 
pressure at this 

time, and with 
less than two 
weeks until the 
UK government 
p r e m a t u r e l y 
shuts down the 

furlough scheme, 
that’s unfortunately 

only set to get worse.
‘�e Scottish Government’s 

decision to extend the free 
school meals scheme will be 
a great relief for many hard-
pressed parents. 

‘�is important investment 
will support around 470 
children and young people in 
the islands, helping families 
meet the cost of meals over 
Christmas, February and 
Easter holidays. �e Tories at 
Westminster had an oppor-
tunity to support thousands 
of families worrying about 
how they will put food on the 
table in the weeks ahead, but 
they refused to do so. It’s clear 
Westminster has a lot to learn 
from the SNP’s approach to 
tackling food insecurity and 
building a social security sys-
tem based on fairness, dignity 

A headtorch – and a spare – 
should be essential items in 
every walker’s rucksack now 
the clocks have gone back, says 
Mountaineering Scotland.

Mountain rescue teams have 
had a busy summer and have 
already had incidents this year 
where walkers either have not 
had a torch, or have had a torch 
but discovered they were not 
able to get themselves back o� 
the hill once darkness fell.

Heather Morning, 
Mountain Safety Adviser with 
Mountaineering Scotland said: 
‘It has been good to see so many 
new people enjoying Scotland’s 
mountains this summer and 
we hope they will continue to 
enjoy the great bene�ts that 
access to the outdoors brings.

‘It’s important to stay safe 
though. People will have 
already noticed the days get-
ting shorter, but this is really 
emphasised with the clocks 
changing, and the chances are 
now much greater that you end 

Shining a torch 
on Scotland’s hills

Navigating o� the hill in 
darkness. Headtorches are 
an essential piece of kit. 
Photograph: Paul Di�ey.

Lochaber really does have it 
all, from the tallest mountain 
in the UK to vast waterways, 
coastlines and landscapes 
through to award-winning 
food and drink producers, 
retailers and accommodation 
providers plus much, much 
more.  

Our region has so much 
to o�er all of us, whatever 
our interests. �ere is always 
something to do, something to 
see and somewhere to rest and 
dream some more. 

As your local Chamber of 
Commerce, we have been on 
hand to support businesses as 
much as possible through the 
recent restrictions and our 
most recent work focused on 
celebrating all that’s simply 
brilliant about the place we can 
call home. 

�e Lochaber Local 
campaign presented an 
opportunity to showcase �ve 
themes - Local Shops; Coasts 
and Mountains; �ings to Do; 
Food and Drink and Places to 
Stay - in the form of 30-second 
videos, social media posts and 
web content to highlight the 
wonders around us. 

Our aim was to provide 
Lochaber locals with a chance 
to sit back and enjoy the expe-
rience of viewing local shops, 
destinations and the wee gems 

VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

from a renewed perspective. 
To inspire us to support local 
and travel local to memorable 
places, enjoying a new walk or 
simply dreaming of a future 
adventure in �e Outdoor 
Captial of the UK. 

�is campaign was well 
received with a host of positive 
feedback and sentiment, with 
content reaching more than  
138,000 and racking up more 
than 66,000 video views. 

We will continue to use these 
videos as a way of showcasing 
just how wonderful Lochaber 

is, with further opportunities 
to get involved and to keep 
helping fuel the passionate 
online conversation. 

Our next instalment of local 
focus will be video diaries from 
across the region’s businesses.

�is video series will pro-
vide hidden gems and help 
demonstrate why Lochaber 
is the place to live and work 
in the Highlands. You can 
view these videos online by 
searching Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce on Facebook or 
online today.

A celebration of all 
that is brilliant about 
the place we call home

your walk in darkness. You 
should take spare batteries with 
you, although they can be very 
awkward to change if you’re 
working in the dark and the 
rain, so it’s better always to take 
a spare headtorch in your pack, 
with fully charged batteries 
already installed.’

�e shorter daylight hours 
also see a drop in temperatures 

and the �rst dusting of snow on 
the hills, meaning it’s a good 
time for hillwalkers to review 
what they carry in their packs.

Extra layers should be con-
sidered, with the addition of 
a synthetic duvet jacket and 
emergency shelter stored in the 
bottom of your rucksack just in 
case you are stationary on the 
hill for any length of time.

Hats, gloves - at least two 
pairs are recommended - and 
face protection, such as a bu�,  
will all add to comfort on the 
hill. Ian Sherrington, head 
of training at sportscotland 
National Outdoor Training 
Centre Glenmore Lodge, 
added: ‘�is is an important 
time for all of us to focus on our 
planning and packing skills for 
the coming winter.

‘Conditions in the hills can 
turn quickly. So as well as 
packing all the kit you need, 
plan to go early so you can 
return easily in daylight hours. 
It makes all the di�erence to a 
good day out.’

Scottish Mountain Rescue 
Teams are on call 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year.
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A sealife adventurer based 
on Seil has helped � lm a rare 
egg-laying site belonging to the 
endangered Flapper Skate.

Skipper and marine biologist 
David Ainsley, who is also an 
underwater cameraman and 
runs Sealife Adventures, said 
it was ‘a huge privilege’ to be 
involved with a team of divers 
catching the site on camera.

Now he and others are calling 
on people to write to their MSPs 
asking for immediate protection 
for the Flapper Skate, which he 
says are as much in danger of 
extinction as Giant Pandas and 
Polar Bears.

Mr Ainsley, who has only 
ever seen the Flapper Skate on 
four of about 4,000 dives, says 
the area he � lmed at near Skye 
urgently needs protection from 
� shermen who could wipe out 
the eggs, catching them up 
accidentally in trawler nets.

Although it has been illegal 
for � shermen to target � apper 
skates commercially since 2009, 
they are still at risk of being 

Call to save rare � apper skate egg site
by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Divers explor-
ing the rare 
� apper skate 
site near Skye. 
Photograph: David 

Ainsley.

caught up by trawlers by acci-
dent - a situation not helped by 
them being so big and such slow 
swimmers.

Mr Ainsley said: ‘� e area 
needs protection from dam-
aging � shing activities as one 
event could wipe out all these 
eggs which take more than 500 
days to hatch. Flapper skate are 
as endangered as Giant Pandas 
and Polar Bears.’

On Sealife Adventure’s 
Facebook he urged: ‘If possible, 
please write to your MSP asking 
for immediate protection.’

More than 100 eggs were found 
on the seabed o�  the northwest 
coast earlier this month. � e 
site is one of the largest ever to 
be   discovered and because the 
eggs, which take 18 months to 
hatch, were di� erent sizes it 
suggests there is a community 
of skates populating the area.

With the possibility of grow-
ing to be more than 8�  across 
the wingspan, the huge � apper 
skate is known to be one of 
the largest skate species in the 
world. It is also one of 81 prior-
ity marine features the Scottish 
Government is committed to 
protecting.

� e Scottish Government has 
been told about the recent � nd 
and asked NatureScot to advise 
on possible protection so it can 
consider what is said and decide 
what action to take.

Mr Ainsley, who set up Sealife 
Adventures in 1988 and has 

worked on a number of docu-
mentaries including Hebrides: 
Islands on the Edge, as well as 
Coast,   said: ‘� is is a move in 
the right direction although 
NatureScot did know about this 
site since March.’

A diver, Chris Rickard, 

who � rst discovered the site, 
reported it to authorities but 
felt no action was being taken to 
protect it so in desperation put 
out a shoutout for other divers to 
join him to � lm it. 

Mr Ainsley was one of those 
who stepped forward. Blue 

Marine Foundation has also 
been involved.

Mr Ainsley added: ‘We can’t 
risk this area being destroyed. 
� ere’s a lot of interest in it now 
thanks to the publicity and if we 
can get people’s support then 
hopefully we can keep it safe.’

It begins with the passion 
and ends with the taste.
As a responsible landowner, JAHAMA Highland Estates is dedicated 

to delivering the very best Wild Venison for our local communities.

After ethical harvesting during the season, 
our wild venison is prepared in the heart of 
the Estate lands by an experienced Highland 
butcher. Low-fat and high in protein, iron and 
zinc, our tender, succulent wild venison is the 
perfect addition to your plate.

Join us at the local pop-up shop today and choose your cut.

www.jahamahighlandestates.com

Join us at the local pop-up shop from 6th November

JHE_Half Page_259x160mm_FINAL.indd   1 22/10/2020   12:58
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A major production took 
place in Fort William and the 
surrounding area on Friday 
October 16, with everyone’s 
favourite mountain taking the 
starring role.

Led by Miriam Wolanski, 
owner of Wolanski’s Pole and 
Aerial Fitness, members of 
protest group #Resurrect Live 
Events scaled Ben Nevis and 
Càrn Mòr Dearg to put on a 
show of colour in support of the 
people and businesses a� ected 
by the shut down of the live 
events industry.

While Nevis was lit up in the 
blue of Scotland, technicians 
on the ground gave Cameron 
Square a technicolour make-
over to add to the excitement 
of the evening in Fort William.

‘We are representing live 
events and all of those people 
and businesses who are a� ect-
ed in the supply chain,’ said 

Miriam. ‘We are also here in 
solidarity for everyone who 
has been a� ected by Covid-19 
– from tourism, hospitality, 
festivals and beyond.

‘� e artists, technicians and 
everyone who work so hard 

behind the scenes to help create 
Scotland’s diverse arts culture.

‘We would also like to directly 
appeal to members of the public 
and our audiences to stand with 
us and help bring our industry 
back. We can work safely with 

the guidelines being issued, but 
many companies and venues 

are now closing since they were 
the � rst groups out of work and 
therefore the last to come back.

‘Many feel they have been for-
gotten about or that what they 
do is now deemed non-viable 
by our government.’

� e sector is worth more 
than one billion to the UK 
economy and the #Resurrect 
Live Events group along with 
others have been ‘holding up 
a beacon’ in various locations 
across Scotland over the last 
few months to stand with all of 

those a� ected on a global scale.
‘We can get back to work safe-

ly, we just need the opportunity 
and the support to do it,’ added 
Miriam, an aerialist/circus 
artist, production manager and 
live events co-ordinator. 

‘We need to get Scotland’s 
live events heart beating once 
more.’

� e lighting of the Nevis 
range was a feat in itself. 

At Ben Nevis’ 1,345m sum-
mit blue beams were cast to 
represent Scotland and then 
switched to multi colours to 
light up the cairn. Miriam was 
joined by Mariusz Przybylski, 
Kieran Ferguson, Gabriel 
Stella, Adilso Machado and 
Paul McIvor on the summit 
while Martin Forry climbed 
Càrn Mòr Dearg to photograph 
their work.

On the ground, Martin 
Whyte, Ross McKillop, Rory 
K and crew lit the new cinema 
and square in all the colours. 
Steve Woods took care of the 
drone footage while Gerry 
Clark completed the ground 
and photography crew.

Lights, camera and plenty 
of action atop Ben Nevis

Martin Forry’s lights on Càrn Mòr Dearg as he photographed 
the climbing crew, above. Photograph: Gordon McKerracher; and a drone 
image of Cameron Square in all its glory, with the new 
cinema taking centre stage. Photograph: Ross McKillop.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

of action atop Ben Nevis
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�e latest news on BiFab’s 
failure to win work from vast 
o�shore windfarms makes it 
even more essential the Arnish 
yard is available to other users, 
according to campaign group 
Action for Arnish.

�is follows the news that the 
bid prepared by BiFab, which 
owns the fabrication yard in 
the Isle of Lewis, to manufac-
ture jackets for the Neart na 
Gaoithe o�shore wind farm 
project has been thrown into 
doubt.

In a statement, the group 
said: ‘Once again, we are 
utterly dismayed to learn that 
not even the hoped-for crumbs 
of the Neart na Gaoithe cake 

High Life Highland (HLH), 
the charity responsible for the 
operation of libraries across 
Highland, has welcomed two 
new reports on the role of li-
braries in communities during 
lockdown and what it will look 
like a�er the pandemic.

will come to Scotland, far less 
to Arnish. 

‘�e refusal of the Scottish 
Government to underwrite the 
contract is disappointing to 
say the least.

‘We express solidarity and 
sympathy with the workforce 
in Fife who have again been 
failed badly. Even before this 
news, there was little expecta-
tion that any of the work would 
come to Arnish in the event of 
BiFab being successful.

‘However, this outcome rein-
forces our view that the whole 
relationship involving the 
Scottish Government, HIE and 
BiFab must come under review 
and the �rst step towards that 

is to have transparency over 
the Arnish deal.’ 

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP 
MSP Alasdair Allan had ar-
ranged a meeting with Scottish 
Government Economy 
Secretary Fiona Hyslop MSP 
last �ursday to discuss the 
situation.

‘I will ask her to set out what 
the options now are for the 
yard and its workforce, as they 
deserve to have a future at a 
time when there is work to be 
done in Scotland’s growing 
renewables sector,’ he said.

�e Action for Arnish 
statement continued: ‘�ere 
is no doubt that the Canadian 
company, DF Barnes, which 

Action group ‘dismayed’ over BiFab failure
took over BiFab at the request 
of the Scottish Government, 
feel badly let down. �e 
promises made at that time 
were not delivered on and the 
necessary investment was not 
forthcoming.

‘Arnish has been a victim of 
this situation and is now com-
pletely marginalised without 
any prospect of work. 

‘It is time for complete 
openness about the deal with 
BiFab/DF Barnes and a clear 
statement from HIE and the 
Scottish Government that any 
�rm which can bring work and 
investment to the yard will be 
welcomed rather than turned 
away.’

Highland library operator welcomes reports
Chairman of High Life 

Highland’s Charity Board Ian 
Ross said: ‘We are aware of a 
report written by the Carnegie 
Trust and the fact Robert 
Gordon University, in partner-
ship with the Scottish Libraries 
and Information Council, has 

been awarded funding from 
the Arts and Humanitarian 
Research Council to present 
a purely Scottish perspective 
on how the libraries sector has 
responded to lockdown.

‘HLH welcomes both reports 
and very much looks forward 

to having the opportunity to 
work with colleagues in the 
council to consider ways in 
which this very important 
service can be protected and 
enhanced throughout the re-
gion. I am very grateful to the 
large number of sta� who carry 

out this vital award-winning 
service in communities, many 
of whom have been supporting 
the council’s resilience e�orts. 
�is has included library vans 
being used to make deliveries 
on behalf of NHS Highland to 
individuals and assisting �e 

Highland Council with the 
operation of community hubs.’

Prior to lockdown, High Life 
Highland was operating 40 
public libraries and 22 school 
libraries as well as serving more 
rural communities through its 
eight mobile library units.

The Arnish yard.

LT
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A party-loving journalist in 
China, everything changed 
for Sophie Taylor, now Cairns, 
when she was 30.

Her father, Anthony Richard 
Taylor, died so suddenly that 
she arrived at his bedside two 
hours too late. In her grief, 
Sophie de� ed chronic asthma 
and climbed the world’s seven 
highest volcanoes, raising 
more than £7,000 for Cancer 
Research UK in his memory.

Now living in Invergloy, the 
home of her recently acquired 
husband Douglas Cairns, 
former journalist Sophie 
has penned her � rst book, 
published on October 15 by 
Amberley Publishing.

Climbing � e Seven 
Volcanoes: A Search For 
Strength is a personal story of 
redemption through moun-
tain climbing, from Papua 
New Guinea to Russia by way 
of Antarctica.

‘I don’t think I’ll ever come 

to terms with not being there 
when dad died, but that’s 
not necessarily a bad thing,’ 
revealed Sophie.

‘Any lingering sadness I feel 
now is just a re� ection of how 

happy we were as a family. I 
have wonderful memories of 
my childhood, asthma not-
withstanding, and that’s why 
I wrote Climbing the Seven 
Volcanoes.

‘It’s not just a book about 
travel - it’s an attempt to 
honour my Dad’s memory. 
Climbing mountains was also 
my way of dealing with di�  -
cult emotions.’

As an amateur climber, 
Sophie does not gloss over her 
limitations and - sometimes 
hilarious - mistakes. She 
encounters the snobbery of the 
professional climbing world.

She said on setting out: ‘I 
was smothered in a purple 
goose down onesie as thick 
as a duvet. Under the plush 
expedition suit, I wore two 
pairs of climbing pants, a so�  
shell jacket, a � eece top, a pair 
of inner gloves, a pair of outer 
gloves and plastic boots. Not to 
mention thermal underwear. 
My plastic climbing boots 
barely closed around my an-
kles, which were adorned with 
three layers of socks.’

Only to be told by those 
lounging around in T-shirts 
and shorts: ‘You don’t need to 
wear your Antarctica clothes 
yet. Everyone changes on the 
plane.’

Sophie scales great heights in search of solace
Sophie approaches Mount 
Damavand in Iran, left, and 
below, cooking lunch in 
Papua New Gunea.
She writes about her 
adventures in her debut 
book, which was published 
earlier this month.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Visit our website for more information

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Secure your conservatory order 
today and pay no more until 2022.

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a 
credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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Sophie scales great heights in search of solace

A young Sophie with her dad Anthony Richard Taylor.

Sophie proudly waves her 
Cancer Research UK banner 
having reached the summit 
of  Pico de Orizaba, Mexico.

Sophie su�ered from altitude 
sickness - so much more dan-
gerous for an asthmatic - but 
she made it. Sophie somehow 
�nally said goodbye to her 
father in that enormous ring 
of �re.

Working as a journalist for 
seven years, under the byline 
Sophie Taylor, �rst with the 
South China Morning Post in 
Hong Kong then with Reuters 
in Hong Kong, Shanghai and 
Paris, Sophie married �nan-
cial consultant Douglas earlier 
this year and the couple have 
now settled in Invergloy, near 
Spean Bridge.

‘I would never have gotten 
through the climbs without 
Douglas. He has been my rock 
throughout all the expedi-
tions,’ she added.

‘Douglas grew up at Invergloy 
and we have been coming here 
regularly over the last 10 years, 
so it feels like home to me as 
well.

‘I love that it is much less 
frenetic and loud than in big 
cities. I love the beautiful and 
rugged Highlands, as well as 

the people, who have been very 
welcoming.’

Now working as a life scienc-
es analyst, looking at pricing 
and reimbursement of med-
icines in Asia, Sophie began 
mountain climbing following 
the death of her dad in 2008. 

�e Seven Volcanoes Project 
raised $10,000 for Cancer 
Research UK and overall, her 
mountain climbs have raised 
approx $14,000 for cancer 
charities.

So what’s next on the agenda.
‘To be honest, I don’t have 

any big challenges planned at 
the moment. I’m extremely 
goal-oriented, so it’s not 
always easy to just take life as 
it comes! But one thing I’ve 
learned from all of this is that 
it can be so easy to get lost in 
big plans and projects that you 
forget to cherish loved ones in 
the here and now... while we 
still have them.’

‘For now, I’ll be very happy to 
seek out joy and beauty in the 
present moment, rather than 
dream of big projects in fara-
way places,’ concluded Sophie.

Sophie climbed Kilimanjaro in Tanzania.

Column sponsored by Safer Scotland

Enjoy 
reworks safely. Visit �rescotland.gov.uk
To report the misuse of 
reworks anonymously  

call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Remember, remember... 
the impact of �reworks
With Bon
re Night approaching and many 
events cancelled, if you are planning a private 

reworks display at home this year, it’s 
important that you know how to keep you  
and your family safe. Make sure you know  
the risks, alongside the fun and enjoyment:

1.  Check the latest Scottish Government 
guidance on meeting up with other 
households outdoors on gov.scot/
friendsandfamily

2.  Ensure you know what 
reworks are suitable 
for private use, dependent on the size of 
your garden – visit �rescotland.gov.uk

3.  Always follow the 
reworks code and read 

reworks instructions before use

Whilst 
reworks are spectacular, they can raise 
background noise levels by up to 120 decibels, 
affecting the wellbeing of those with noise 
sensitivity. The loud bangs, lights and strong 
smells of 
reworks can be challenging for 
autistic people and pet owners know only too 
well the distress it can cause to animals.

More often than not, it’s children rather than 
adults who are injured by 
reworks. 

During the bon
re season last year, 85%  
of all 
rework injuries treated at emergency 
departments happened at informal private 
displays. Over half of those requiring treatment 
were children.

Deputy Assistant Chief Of
cer Alasdair Perry, 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service’s Head of 
Prevention and Protection, said:

“First and foremost we would urge all of  
our communities to follow the advice and 
guidelines around social distancing to help  
stop the spread of COVID-19.

“We know this means that people may consider 
hosting their own events this year but we 
would urge caution around doing so because 
every year people are injured by �reworks  
and admitted to hospital - and children are 
particularly at risk.

“We are therefore strongly encouraging  
anyone who does wish to host a private event 
to reduce the risk by ensuring to familiarise 
themselves with our �rework code and �re 
safety guidance. Do not take risks because  
the consequences can be devastating.”

LT
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Mental Health Matters
NIC GODDARD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Up to one in four people will 
be a� ected by mental health 
issues at some point in their 
lives.

Life can feel overwhelming, 
particularly in these current 
challenging and uncertain 
times, but we are not alone. 
� ere are a huge amount of 
services and organisations 
o� ering support and reaching 
out for help can be the � rst 
stage in helping our mental 
well-being.

For over a year, I have vol-
unteered for mental health 
and well-being charity Ewen’s 
Room on its telephone help-
line. Like all the volunteers,  
I received excellent training 
and ongoing support when 
I joined the team and I take 
a shi�  or two each week of 
having calls to the helpline 
directed to my home phone 
and mobile.

� e helpline 0800 689 3317 
runs Monday to Friday from 
5-10pm and Saturdays and 
Sundays from midday until  
10pm. � ere is also a text line 
- 07537 431637 - for people 
who prefer to use text mes-
saging. Obviously all calls are 

con� dential, but I have taken 
calls from people of all ages, 
male and female, and o� ered 
a listening ear, support and 
provided information. I have 
spoken to people in crisis, 
with relationship issues, con-
cerns about alcohol depend-
ency, career worries, people 
facing social isolation and 
loneliness and people who 
simply needed a listening 
ear at the end of the phone to 
get something o�  their chest 
or talk through what was on 
their mind.

Just like the callers to the 
helpline, the volunteers 
are people of all ages from 
teenagers to retired folk, 
both men and women with 
all sorts of backgrounds, 
careers and life experiences. I 

spoke to one of the youngest 
helpline volunteers, 20-year-
old Davies, who has been 
volunteering for the helpline 
since he was 18, about why he 
joined the team.

Davies told me: ‘I volun-
teer in the hope of helping 
someone. I understand and 
empathise with lots of the 
issues faced by young people, 
particularly those living in 
remote and rural areas as that 
is my life too.

‘I feel like I am giving 
something to the community 
I live in in the hope that if I 
ever needed support it would 
be there.

‘I am studying psychology 
and counselling and have 
done lots of training on men-
tal health issues. � e Ewen’s 
Room helpline training 
was really informative and 
enlightening, focusing on 
listening skills.’

Just as the volunteers with 
Ewen’s Room are people like 
you and, quite literally me, so 
are the callers. 

I spoke with Becky who 
is 28 and has been a Ewen’s 
Room service user, calling 

the helpline many times 
during a period when she was 
su� ering from anxiety and 
depression.

Becky explained: ‘I had no 
previous history of mental 
illness although I had started 
a stressful job which bought 
on anxiety.

‘I went through a series 
of di�  cult life situations in 
a very short space of time 
which created a gradual spiral 
of mental ill health. I became 
really quite ill but I was in 
denial about it, which meant 
I le�  it much longer than I 
should have before I got help.’

While Becky had a strong 
support network of friends 
and family, she found that 
talking to them o� en didn’t 
o� er the help she needed.

‘� ey would remind me of 
my privilege in the hopes of 
‘� xing me’ and, of course, 
I was really lucky. I had a 
home, a car, a job and people 
around me, but I was ill. My 
brain was not working prop-
erly and it didn’t matter how 
happy my life was. I needed 
help to get better.

‘If I had been physically in 

pain I would have gone to the 
doctor or the hospital. I really 
struggled with the idea that 
because my illness was in my 
own head I was not able to 
sort it out myself.’

Calls to the Ewen’s Room 
helpline helped Becky on the 
path to getting better. ‘I don’t 
remember every call,’ she told 
me. ‘I was in an irrational 
state and it’s all a bit of a haze 
now I am well, but I do re-
member that � rst call. I spoke 
to a really nice woman who 
just listened. She didn’t know 
me or anything about me so 
explaining my situation gave 
me a fresh perspective and 
she was able to o� er support 
on highlighting some of the 
issues I was facing.

‘� e helpline does not give 
advice but is able to suggest 
places to access further help 
and just be there to listen.’

A� er that � rst call to the 
helpline, Becky turned to 
her GP and as part of her 
recovery continued to call 
Ewen’s Room helpline when 
she needed it. 

She told me: ‘� e helpline 
was there for me even once I 

had started to get better and 
was no longer in crisis.

‘If I was having a bad day 
or a low moment and didn’t 
feel able to talk to a friend, I 
would call the helpline and 
know I would get someone 
who would listen to me when 
I needed that.’

Becky’s story has a happy 
ending. She is no longer 
needing medication and has 
recovered from her period of 
illness. I asked her if it has 
changed her views on mental 
health.

‘It really has,’ she replied, ‘I 
have always been supportive 
of people su� ering with 
mental ill health but now I 
really understand it better 
and realise it is just like any 
other illness.

‘You need support, treat-
ment and help. Once I started 
talking about it, I realised 
how many other people I 
knew had su� ered mental 
health problems. We need to 
talk about it more.’

For more information about 
Ewen’s Room, visit www.
ewensroom.com or � nd them 
on social media.

STARTERS

SOUP OF THE DAY £5.50
Served with a warm bread roll and butter 
(vegetarian)

SEAFOOD SOUP £6.50
with warm bread roll and butter

HADDOCK, LANGOUSTINE AND VINE 
TOMATOES BAKE £9
with chilli herb and garlic oil served with a 
warm bread roll

MACARONI CHEESE £7 
with garlic bread - add smoked salmon 
£1.50

HAND DIVED TAYVALLICH LANDED KING 
SCALLOPS £12
3 scallops pan fried in garlic butter served 
with dressed leaves

CLASSIC MOULES MARINIÈRE £8
Scottish mussels steamed in white wine, 
cream, garlic and onions served with a 
warm bread roll 

SOUND OF JURA LANGOUSTINE £10
Served hot in garlic butter with a bread 
roll or served cold with salad and garlic 
mayonnaise

MAIN COURSES

FISH & CHIPS £13
in our own beer batter served with tartare 
sauce

SOUND OF JURA LANGOUSTINE £21
baked in garlic butter or served cold with 
garlic mayonnaise and salad - both served 
with rustic chips

HAND DIVED TAYVALLICH LANDED KING 
SCALLOPS £25
6 king scallops pan fried in garlic butter 
served with salad and rustic chips

MACARONI CHEESE £10
with ciabatta garlic bread - 
Add smoked salmon £3

CLASSIC MOULES MARINIÈRE £14.50
Scottish mussels steamed in white wine, 
cream, garlic and onions served with a 
warm bread roll or swap to chips for £2

HOT SMOKED SALMON AND PRAWN 
LINGUINE £16.50
in a white wine and cream sauce, served 
with garlic bread

HADDOCK, SMOKED SALMON AND PRAWN 
GRATIN £17
oven baked with a cheese, cream and 

leek sauce, topped with breadcrumbs and 
served with rustic chips

10Z RIBEYE STEAK £28
served with roasted vine tomatoes, onion 
rings, rustic chips, salad and peppercorn 
sauce.  

HOMEMADE BEEF BURGER £12
2 x 4oz burgers served on a seeded bun 
with salad, onion rings and burger sauce 
served with rustic chips on the side - add 
cheese & bacon - £1 each

CURRY OF THE DAY  £12
served with wild rice, popadom, mango 
chutney & spiced onions

SIDES

RUSTIC SKIN ON CH IPS £3.

MIXED LEAF SALAD £3

ONION RINGS £3

2 WARM BREAD ROLLS AND BUTTER £2

GARLIC BREAD £3

SOMETHING SWEET

BANOFFEE PIE £6 
biscuit base with toffee sauce & bananas 
topped with fresh cream

WARM CHOCOLATE BROWNIE £6
with chocolate sauce and vanilla ice 
cream

TODAYS CHEESECAKE £6
with toasted oats and fresh raspberries

WEE ISLE DAIRY ICE CREAM

1 SCOOP £2 // 2 SCOOPS £4 // 3 SCOOPS £6
Chocolate, Vanilla, Strawberry & Salted 
Caramel

LEMON SORBET £4

CHILDREN’S MENU

FISH AND CHIPS £7
fresh haddock fi llet in our own batter served 
with chips

CURRY OF THE DAY £7
served with wild rice and popadom (curry 
may be spicy, please ask)

CHICKEN GOUJONS £7
fresh chicken fi llet in our own batter served 
with chips and beans

4oz BEEF BURGER £7
served with chips

MINI MOULES MARINIERE £7
with chips

MACARONI CHEESE £7
served with garlic bread

*Please make our team aware if you have any allergies, we can provide you with our full allergen menu.

A menu to match the views
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Gaelic’s future as a community 
language is to be the subject of a 
series of community meetings, 
according to Na h-Eileanan an 
Iar SNP MSP Alasdair Allan.

�e meetings, due to take 
place virtually in November, 
are in response to the recent 
publication of research sug-
gesting the Gaelic language 
could soon cease to be spoken 
in Western Isles communities.

Councillor Donald Crichton.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has approved the investment 
of around a quarter of a 
million pounds of Scottish 
Government Town Centre 
Fund money into the 
Balivanich Regeneration 
Project.

�e funding will be used 
to improve the aesthetics of 
Balivanich, prioritise road 
safety for pedestrians, provide 
better walking paths, improve 
street lighting as well as help-
ing to fund many other small-
scale community-led projects.

�ese projects have been 

Alasdair Allan MSP is work-
ing with the Soillse research 
team and a cross-party rep-
resentation of MSPs including 
Donald Cameron, John Finnie 
and Rhoda Grant.

Along with the conversations, 
a call for written submissions 
has also been launched. 

Please visit www.alasdairal-
lan.scot for more information 
including dates and registra-

Spotlight on future of Gaelic as a community language

developed following extensive 
community consultation 
and carry the support of 
groups including Benbecula 
Community Council and 
North Uist and Benbecula 
Locality Planning Partnership.

Rona Mackay, chairwoman 
of Benbecula Community 
Council, said: ‘�is is great 
news for Balivanich in terms of 
improving safety and access in 
and around the village, with a 
mix of practical and aesthetic 
changes.

‘�ank you to North Uist and 
Benbecula Locality Planning 

tion. As well as discussions 
about Gaelic use in the home 
and community, the meetings 
will also gauge opinion on 
whether any di�erent struc-
tures are needed to co-ordi-
nate and drive forward local 
development actions under the 
direct control of the Gaelic-
speaking community. 

Mr Allan said: ‘I am happy 
to launch these conversations 

on the future of Gaelic in the 
Western Isles and hope they 
highlight viable initiatives 
which will support Gaelic in 
its island communities. 

Challenges
‘�e meetings will discuss 

important issues, such as how 
people view the future of the 
language, what challenges 
and barriers people face using 
Gaelic in the home and com-

munity and whether a Gaelic 
community co-operative 
should be established.

‘I have con�dence this will 
allow for a useful discussion 
and hope everyone who wishes 
to take part in these meetings 
is able to do so.’

West Side and Ness, Friday 
November 6, 7pm); Stornoway 
and Broad Bay, Saturday 
November 7, 3pm; Uig, 

Carloway, Lochs and Pàirc, 
Saturday November 7, 7pm); 
Harris, Monday November 
9, 7pm; North Uist and 
Benbecula, Friday November 
13, 7pm; South Uist, Saturday 
November 14, 7pm; Barra, 
Monday November 16, 7pm.

Meetings for Tiree and 
Sta�n, Isle of Skye, are being 
organised by Michael Russell 
MSP and Kate Forbes MSP.

Partnership and the comhairle 
for making the community’s  
aspirations possible.’

Councillor Donald Crichton, 
chairman of Sustainable 

Balivanich receives funding
Development, added: ‘I 
am con�dent that with the 
proposed projects and the con-
tinued hard work of everyone 
involved this can be achieved 
in Balivanich as the �rst stage 
of a phased investment.

‘�e potential impact this 
injection of funds can have on 
the community of Balivanich 
and the wider population of 
Benbecula is immeasurable.

‘�anks go to everyone who 
has contributed to the devel-
opment of the projects and 
taken it to the point of funding 
approval.’

‘The potential impact 
these funds can have 
on Balivanich and 
the wider population 
of Benebecula is 
immeasurable’

Bad weather 
postpones sea 
run to Bernera 
Due to forecasted weather 
conditions and sea states this 
week, the sea run to Bernera 
scheduled to take place today, 
�ursday October 29, will 
now go ahead on �ursday 
November 5.

�e aim of the run, by sea 
from Uigen Slipway, Uig, to 
Valasay Slipway, and Great 
Bernera, is to enable the 
topping up of oil and gas 
supplies in preparation for 
winter and to test this sea 
route should it be necessary to 
deploy again at short notice.
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Investing in the A82 

In search of solace

If, as Councillor Ben � ompson fears, the 
A82 in and around Fort William and wider 
Lochaber fails to make it onto the 20-year 
programme of major Scottish transport 
infrastructure projects it will be shameful.

Given that recent � gures highlight what 
we all know, that the A82 su� ered more fatal 
and serious road accidents between 2017 
and 2019 than any other road in Scotland 
and the fact that over the next few years we 
are likely to see even more tra�  c on our 
routes, the government should be doing all 
it can to ensure the West Highlands makes a 
strong recovery from Covid and receives the 
transport investment needed to ensure its 
future safety and growth.

Grief can take all forms and has the capacity 
to � oor us and leave us unable to function. 

So it was heartening to read about Sophie 
Taylor’s experience. 

Despite losing her father in such terrible 
circumstances, she set her sights on climbing 
the world’s seven highest volcanoes, raising   
more than £7,000 for Cancer Research UK in 
her dad’s memory. 

Her dad would have been very proud, we 
are sure.

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd AileinThink before you donate
Before any reader thinks twice about putting a 
penny in the Morvern woodland group’s beg-
ging bowl to enable them to acquire the 6,000 
acre Killundine Estate for free, they should 
consider several factors (Lochaber Times, 
October 22).

 � e group does not represent the Morvern 
community because it does not have the man-
date required under the Community Right to 
Buy Regulations. It should have had from the 
very beginning but didn't and is now using coro-
navirus as an excuse when time is running out.

 At the last minute, ballot papers and a 
covering letter in favour of the buy-out group 
are being sent out through a London election 
service agency to voters in Morvern and others 
elsewhere selected by the group. 

What is happening here? What of the great 
democratic voting process this country once 
prided itself in?

 � e purchase cost of Killundine is £2.7 
million. I estimate an additional £2-3 million 
rebuild will be required. Where is this to come 
from with mass redundancies and � nancial 
meltdown imminent? � is scheme will bring 
only one thing to Morvern – notoriety.

Iain � ornber, Knock House, Morvern.

Concern over buyout
I refer to the report on the Killundine estate 
crowdfunding in last week’s issue.

I am concerned this is not a true community 
buyout but individuals, who are not answerable 
to the residents of Morvern, applying to the 
Scottish Government for � nance to purchase 
a large amount of land. � is is surely not 
democratic.

� e ballot now taking place is a private one 
� nanced by the group with some voting papers 
being received outwith Morvern. � e only 
people entitled to vote should be those living 
locally who appear on the o�  cial electoral reg-
ister. Community buyouts are welcome in most 
instances, but the � nal solution is land reform.

Alastair Sinclair, Lochaline, Morvern.

Services a great comfort
I must admit I was positively surprised that a 
matter raised by Mr MacDonald has started a 
debate.

I think the fact that for three consecutive weeks 
we have read about the role and struggles of our 
churches during the pandemic from various 
people suggests a wider discussion is necessary?

I am an OAP and most of my family live in 
Glasgow. Due to various restrictions, they have 

not been able to see me as o� en as before. If not 
for my church and the presence of our priest, it 
would have been far more di�  cult to cope with 
the pressures, anxiety and solitude.

Our services were streamed from the begin-
ning of the pandemic and for me and my friends 
from the area and beyond this has been a great 
comfort. 

Yes, we prayerfully re� ect upon the One 
Solitary Life as Dr Hardy has written, but we 
also remember the words of our Saviour: For 
where two or three gather in my name, there am 
I with them.

Our church still plays a great role in our society, 
especially to people of my generation. Perhaps 
a wider article by � e Oban Times would be a 
good idea to bring to the wider community the 
work that is being done during the pandemic by 
our priest? He is certainly not idle.

Mae MacDonald, Morar.

Oban’s hospitality heroes
We’d like to recognise all those involved in 
hospitality in Oban and the surrounding area.

At a time when we are all trying to be safe and 
still support local business, we are delighted 
at the exemplary fashion in which cafes, pubs, 
restaurants and hotels have reacted to the new 
guidelines. � ey acted quickly and shared 
changes on social media, and by word of mouth 
quickly and with good grace. Well done to 
everyone involved. Having made the most of 
takeaway services in the last few days, we are so 
impressed with the positive attitude in all the 
places we have been to. 

As NHS sta�  gear up again, we’d like to recog-
nise everyone in our community who provides 
all the much-needed services. � is is a great 
place to live and thrive in. � ank you all.

Joy and Campbell Cameron.

’S math an còcaire an t-acras, a rèir an 
t-sean� acail, ach gu cinnteach cha dheagh 
chompanach e! � a cuimhne mhath agam air 
còmhradh ann an 1985 le seann saighdearan 
Gàidhealach is iad air turas air ais chun a’ 
Phòlainn far an robh iad air a bhith nam prìosa-
naich cogaidh fad chòig bliadhna. Chaidh an 
gabhail aig Saint Valery toiseach an Ògmhios 
1940 agus dh’� uiling iad dochann de gach 
seòrsa mar phrìosanaich agus mar thràillean fo 
smachd an nàmhaid. An dèidh còrr air ceathrad 
bliadhna bha iad air tilleadh chun na làraich 
san do chaith mòran aca bliadhnaichean an 
òige, agus b’ e cuimhneachain gu math duilich 
a dhùisg a’ chuairt dhan mhòr-chuid aca. 

Leis an Dàrna Cogadh a’ tighinn gu crìch 
bha na prìosanaich agus an cuid gheàrd glacte 
eadar caidreachas airm ag imeachd bhon taobh 
an iar, agus arm an Ruis a’ tighinn bhon àird an 
ear. Chuir na Gearmailtich romhpa teicheadh 
bho na Ruiseanaich agus na prìosanaich a 
bhuineadh dhan taobh an iar a ghluasad chun 
an iar gus an coinnicheadh iad na feachdan a 
bha tighinn bhon taobh sin. Dh’� àg sin mìlte-
an de phrìosanaich, lag le cion bìdh fad chòig 
bliadhna, agus le èideadh mì-� reagarrach ann 
am meadhan a’ gheamhraidh, a’ coiseachd 
fad cheithir mìosan bhon Phòlainn chun na 
Gearmailte. 

Gun dìon bhon aimsir bha iad a’ cadal air an 

talamh mar bheathaichean, tric gun bhiadh 
ach mar a thogadh iad à achannan bhuntàta 
neo tuirneap ’s a dh’itheadh iad amh. Cha b’ 
iongnadh gun do chaill mòran am beatha air “a’ 
chaismeachd bhàsmhor” iargalta ri linn laigse 
acrais agus tinneas. “An d’ � airich thu � èin 
acras riamh?”, dh’� aighnich fear de na seann 
laoich dhìom.  “Cha d’ � airich riamh! � a mise 
a’ ciallachadh cràdh nad mhionach is an dàrna 
caolan mar gum biodh e ag ithe a’ chaolain eile, 
is thu a’ faicinn na feòla a’ tuiteam far cholainn 
do chompanaich, is dhiot � èin! Cha tuig e ach 
an neach a bha thall ‘s a chunnaic! Chan eil 
tuigse aig daoine air mar a thachair dhuinn!”

Dè shaoileadh an duine còir nan robh e beò 
an-diugh ’s e a’ faicinn mìltean chloinne feadh 
na dùthcha ann am bochdainn agus an eisimeil 
biadh na sgoile gus annlan susbainteach a thoirt 
dhaibh gach latha. Bhiodh an aon sgreamh air 
is a th’ air na mìltean againne a’ cluinntinn 
Bhuill-Pàrlamaid a’ diùltadh biadh a thoirt 
dhan chloinn sin tro shaor-làithean na sgoile, 
gun mhothachadh ga thoirt dha ìre fulangais 
na cloinne, agus am pàrantan.  Mo mhìle bean-
nachd aig Marcus Rashford MBE (mu bhiadh 
èiginn?!) a bha thall ‘s a chunnaic, agus tha mi 
’n dòchas gun tig lèirsinn maslaidh air na tha 
a’ cur an aghaidh a chuid mholaidhean às leth 
na cloinne!

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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DISTRICT NEWS

ScotRail has unveiled the interior design for its 
� rst active travel carriage, designated for carry-
ing bikes and large sporting equipment, as the 
� rst train nears completion.

� e eye-catching livery depicts typical 
Highland scenery along with some of the 
best-known visible landmarks along the West 
Highland Line, including the Glen� nnan monu-
ment and viaduct, Skye Cuillin mountain range, 
Ben Lomond and the castle on Loch Awe.

Five Class 153 trains are being transformed to 
carry up to 20 bikes to enhance existing ScotRail 
services on the West Highland Line initially, 
providing custom designed racks to accommo-
date bikes, sporting equipment and large items of 
luggage as well as more seats for customers.

� e redesigned carriage boasts space for tan-
dem cycles and an ebike charging socket - a � rst 
for a train in the UK.

Modi� ed by Brodie Engineering in Kilmarnock, 
forming part of the � rm’s expansion plans, the 
� nishing touches to the � rst carriage are now 
being applied.

� e train has received a full interior and exteri-
or refresh including installation of free WiFi, at 
seat power sockets and a refurbished toilet with 
controlled emission toilet (CET) tank.

ScotRail’s active travel carriages will also 

support winter 
sports in Scotland 
during the winter 
months, accom-

modating large bulky items such as ski bags and 
rucksacks.

Earlier this year, ScotRail released images of the 
exterior livery of the train, designed by Scottish 
artist Peter McDermott.

� e � rst train will enter service once sta�  can 
be safely trained on the carriages.

Tom Smith, ScotRail Project Manager, said: 
‘It’s fantastic to see our � rst active travel carriage 

nearly complete and I’m thrilled to be able to 
share the interior design.

‘We’re living in uncertain times, but when 
these carriages are eventually introduced, it 
will be a welcome boost for cyclists and those in 
search of outdoor pursuits along Scotland’s most 
scenic railways.’

Hilary Cameron, Transport Scotland’s head 
of rail franchise unit, added: ‘When they are 
introduced into service, these trains will o� er a 
welcome boost for active travel and cycling tour-
ism. � is is a good news story while we continue 
to live in uncertain times.’

First look inside active travel carriages

The train will be a boost for outdoor enthusiasts visiting Fort 
William and Lochaber.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day will 
be commemorated across Highland but in 
di� erent ways than usual.

Following the latest Scottish Government 
guidance on commemorative events, Highland 
Council will not be organising any parades, 
events or services this year on Sunday November 
8 and Wednesday November 11.

Instead, locals, residents and veterans will be 
encouraged to continue to follow the guidelines 
and pay their respects at home or on their door-
steps by observing the national two-minute 
silence and to donate to the Poppy Scotland 
appeal if they so wish at www.poppyscotland.
org.uk

‘We are immensely proud of our Armed Forces 

past and present and recognise the huge amount 
of money the annual Scottish Poppy Appeal 
raises for veterans, so we would encourage peo-
ple to donate online if they can and to show their 
respects at home by observing the two-minute 
silence,’ said a council spokesperson.

‘We must protect and support our National 

Health Service also and the best way to do this 
is to � ght coronavirus by removing the oppor-
tunity for its spread. � e health and well-being 
of residents and veterans is paramount.’

Lieutenant Colonel Kevin Lane MBE, Fort 
William and District branch of the Royal 
British Legion Scotland, said: ‘As unfortunate 
as this is, we feel honour bound to pay homage 
to the fallen of Lochaber so we would still like to 
encourage people to pay their respects by stand-
ing outside their home and observing a minute’s 
silence with us at 11am on Sunday November 8.

‘If anyone is able to take photographs of this 
tribute, please send them to us and we will 
attempt to have as many of them as possible 
published,’ he added.

Council invites people to ‘remember at home’

Glen� nnan Community 
Council October meeting
Glen� nnan Community Council (GCC) 
held its October meeting virtually at the 
beginning of the month. Matters arising in-
cluded an update from the Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation on work on the 
new community car park. Despite recent 
� ooding, work remains on track for comple-
tion by the end of October.

Emily Bryce, manager of the local National 
Trust for Scotland visitor centre and site, 
gave an update on plans for the new pedes-
trian crossing. Legal agreements are sorted 
and work is anticipated to start between 
December and March 2021. It is understood 
the pedestrian crossing will be midway 
between the entrances to the two car parks. 
Related to this, Alistair Gibson raised an 
objection to the wording in the September 
minutes that implied Glen� nnan Estate was 
holding up proceedings and asked for the 
minutes to be amended. Apologies were made 
for any inaccuracies.

Police report: � ere were 12 reports 
comprising two causes for concern, two road 
tra�  c collisions, two speeding/dangerous 
driving cases, four parking issues, one case of 
vandalism and one complaint of a speedboat 
on the loch.

Parking: Emily Bryce asked for more police 
cones to prevent verge/pavement parking. 
Sergeant Keith Almond said they are in short 
supply across the division and are ‘advisory’ 
only. Sergeant Almond is keen to discuss 
more permanent arrangements with the 
community council and to involve BEAR and 
Tra�  c Scotland in a solution.

Disposal of motor home waste: Councillor 
Denis Rixson advised a disposal facility would 
be part of the developments at the west end of 
Lochaber and a further option next year.

Firework display: Les McFarlane has de-
ferred buying � reworks until 2021.

Trains: West Coast Railways will continue 
its service until Friday November 13.

Hege Hernaes, secretary of the West 
Highland Community Rail Partnership 
(WHCRP), said there is an opportunity 
for Glen� nnan to become part of Sustrans’ 
National Cycle Network. She asked if GCC 
would be supportive if WHCRP applied 
for a full feasibility study. � e deadline is 
November 6. 

Next meeting: November 4,  7pm, on Zoom.
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SPORT
Best golf courses come in 
small Scottish packages
Five gol� ng venues throughout 
Lochaber and the islands 
have been included in a list 
of the ‘World’s Top 50 stand 
alone 9-hole courses’ by the 
American GOLF magazine.

Isle of Harris; Tobermory, 
Mull; Barra; Traigh, Arisaig; 
and the Dragon’s Tooth, 
Ballachulish, golf clubs have 
been named alongside venues 
across the globe including 
Holland, Tasmania and Japan.

� e list was compiled using 
detailed imput from GOLF’s 
88-member Top 100 Courses 
ranking panel, its editors, 
architects and select other 
short-course a� cionados from 
around the world.

‘Our world and US rankings 
always stimulate lively debate, 
and nine-holers deserve the 
same attention,’ stated the 
publication.

‘Here, we’re focusing solely 
on standalone nine-hole 
courses, in part to show that 
solo niners are viable � nancial 

entities in themselves and 
every bit as thrilling as a tradi-
tional course.’

� e list of 50 is ranked and 
has an expert opinion for each 
course. Highest rated from 
Lochaber and the islands was 
the Isle of Harris course at 
number 15.

Pack a punch
‘A wee course that captures 

the essence of Scottish golf 
and immerses the golfer in the 
beauty of the isle of Harris. � e 
nine holes pack a punch with 
wild blind greens, halfpipe 
fairways, a hearty dose of funk 
and mesmerising views across 
Scarista beach. If you’re into 
raw exhilarating golf, this is 
a trip worth taking,’ said the 
expert.

Willie Fulton, who was 
captain at the club for 14 years 
at the early stage of its devel-
opment, commented: ‘Local 
members are proud of their 
community, non-pro� t- mak-
ing course, which is run by a 

dedicated committee which 
year on year have developed 
the club with sensitivity, care, 
consideration and respect for 
the environment.’

Set above the magni� cent 
Scarista beach, with wide 
vistas out to Taransay and 
the North Harris hills, all 
uni� ed with great sweeps of 
the Atlantic, the Harris club 
is becoming accustomed to 
praise from afar. Nick Faldo 
spoke favourably about the 
course when commentating at 
last year’s Open.

� e club is fully owned by the 
members, solvent and always 
looking to improve. � is year 
local membership almost 
doubled, which augurs well for 
the future.

Next on the rankings list at 
32 came Tobermory Golf Club.

Expert’s take: ‘A wonderful 
course that sits atop the town, 
Tobermory Golf Club sports 
spectacular views and breath-
taking golf. If ever there was 

any doubt that golf is indeed a 
sport, then all one needs to do 
is go play Tobermory, where 
walking nine will feel akin to 
conquering Everest. But like 
Everest, the ascent on the � rst 
is worth the journey. For what 
awaits golfers is a rollicking 
golf course worthy of its 
praise.’

Just two places behind is 
Barra at 34.

‘Well-maintained Scottish 
linksland along the coast, 
Barra Golf Club is as fun as it 
is accessible and with $90 for 
a full-year’s membership, it’s 
plenty accessible,’ was the view 
from the expert.

At number 42, Traigh re-
ceived similar praise.

‘A subtle nine-holer on a 
beautiful piece of property, pay 
a measly 18 euros per round, 
or pony up 64 euros for a 
weeklong pass - either way, you 
won’t be disappointed’ was the 
comment.

David Shaw Stewart, partner 

and joint owner of the course, 
said: ‘We are absolutely de-
lighted to receive recognition 
as one of the best nine-hole 
courses in the world from 
such a prominent magazine as 
GOLF which has a huge circu-
lation, particularly in the US.

‘We are very proud of the 
course and have worked 
extremely hard on it since my 
father had it re-designed in 
1993. It is based on a line of 
grassy hills, with the springy 
turf of a true links course.

‘Traigh is a subtle golf 
course that rewards accurate 
shotmaking. Good players are 
made to work for their scores, 
yet high handicappers are 
given every chance. Traigh 
o� ers something for everyone. 
Traigh presents the golfer with 
all the traditional challenges of 
a classic seaside links.’

Like many, this year has been 
quite a battle for Traigh which 
was closed for some crucial 
visitor months. � e club has 

had a remarkable response 
since re-opening however with 
local membership of the club 
up 40 per cent.

‘We are very appreciative of 
this support and especially 
pleased we have got so many 
new younger members - in-
cluding most of the Mallaig 
football team,’ added David 
who also praised the hard 
work of greenkeeper Gavin 
Johnstone with assistance 
from Angus Macintyre.

Last but not least on the list 
of 50 was Dragon’s Tooth at 
number 49.

‘It’s cheap, it’s accessible, 
it’s consistently and superbly  
well-kept. What more could 
you want out of a nine-holer?’ 
said the expert.

Barra Golf course.

Isle of Harris Golf Club came 15th in GOLF magazine’s World 
Top 50 nine-hole courses.Traigh Golf Course. Photograph: Matthew Waterston.
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