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Serving the west since 1861

Virtual Mòd 
celebrates 
festivals from 
years gone by

MacLennan 
family values 
drive in new 
era for � rm

� e future of Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill (EWM) shops in 
Oban, Fort William and Spean 
Bridge hangs in the balance.

Sta�  across the group were 
noti� ed on Friday of its plans to 
go into administration unless a 
rescue solution can be found 
within 10 days.

� e UK’s largest clothing 
retailer has a pair of shops in 
Oban’s George Street and an 
outlet in McCaig’s Warehouse 
on the town’s Railway Pier.

Its George Street shop and 
McCaig’s Warehouse both 
remain open but have ‘Closing 
Down’ posters on display.

Calls were referred to head 
o�  ce with a member of sta�  
saying: ‘We have as much 
information as everybody else’.

� e Chalmers unit in the 
Argyll Mansions building 
has never reopened since 
lockdown. It may yet prove 
that Edinburgh Woollen Mill 
consolidates its premises onto a 
single site in Oban – although 
the company has not publicly 

revealed plans. Business leader 
Andy Spence, of BID4Oban, 
said: ‘Obviously we are very 
concerned for the sta�  and 
the Edinburgh Woollen Mill 
operation. We are all keeping 
our � ngers crossed these busy 
stores in Oban remain viable 
within the Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill estate.’

He added: ‘It would be a huge 
loss to the town if they did dis-
appear because on the surface 
they were popular and looked 
to be a viable business.’

Long before coronavirus, 
the Edinburgh Woollen Mill 

warned in its annual report 
of March 2019 of ‘extremely 
challenging trading conditions 
in the UK’ due to the surge in 
online shopping and reduced 
footfall in town centres.

Bosses have now admitted a 
combination of lockdown and 
further local lockdowns had 
meant ‘normal trading’ had 
become ‘impossible’.

Edinburgh Woollen Mill 
depended on the international 
overseas visitor market which 
had collapsed this year because 
of the pandemic. Loyal custom-
ers from visiting coach tours 

market have also taken a huge 
hit this year.

Mr Spence added that despite 
times being ‘tough’ on the 
high street, new businesses are 
opening in Oban and existing 
businesses are taking on larger 
properties to expand.

� e town had been ‘busy’ as 
schools in Scotland had half 
term and the mood among the 
business community remained 
one of ‘adapting’ to the crisis, 
said Mr Spence.

In terms of EWM, it has 
� led ‘a notice of intent’ with 
the High Court to appoint 
administrators. Papers have 
been lodged which e� ectively 
buy it 10-days before creditors 
can swoop. 

It is now in urgent talks with 
business experts to ‘review’ its 
future.

EWM has called in FRP 
Advisory, which specialises 
in corporate � nance, debt, 
restructuring and pensions, 
but can also act as insolvency 
practitioners.

It puts the future of hundreds 
of stores and outlets in doubt in 
a group headed by Switzerland-

based billionaire Philip Day. 
� e group includes subsidiaries 
such as Jaeger, Ponden Home  
and Peacocks.

EWM chief executive Steve 
Simpson said in a statement 
that the group had a duty to � nd 
‘the very best solution’ in the 
current ‘brutal environment’.

Stores will continue trading 
and further details will be an-
nounced, it said. It continued: 
‘Like every retailer, we have 
found the past seven months 
extremely di�  cult. � is situa-
tion has grown worse in recent 
weeks as we have had to deal 
with a series of false rumours 
about our payments and trad-
ing which have impacted our 
credit insurance.

‘Traditionally, EWM has 
always traded with strong cash 
reserves and a conservative 
balance sheet but these stories 
and the reduction in credit in-
surance, against the backdrop 
of the initial lockdown, current 
local lockdowns and the second 
wave of Covid-19 reducing 
footfall have made normal 
trading impossible.

Continued on page � ve.

A former Mull vet features in 
the 2020 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List.

Jimmy Wilson received 
the Member of the Order of 
the British Empire (MBE) for 
services to veterinary practice 
and animal welfare on Mull.

Mr Wilson has been a vet for 
almost 50 years and served 
Mull for more 30 years. 
Held in high regard by the 
residents and farmers whose 
animals he has tended, he 
is also well respected in 
veterinary circles and is a 
past president of the Sheep 
Veterinary Society.

Speaking to The Oban 
Times this week, Jimmy 
said: ‘I was very surprised at 
receiving the honour.

‘It was totally unexpected. 
Initially I thought it was a 
scam, terrible times we live in.

‘I am extremely proud 
to receive the MBE award 
for Services to Veterinary 
Practice and Animal Welfare 
on the Isle of Mull. I also feel 
the honour was not just for 
me, but also for my father 
the late Robert Wilson and all 
the other single handed vets 
working in the Highlands and 
Islands.

                  Turn to page two.

Honour of the 
highest order 
for island vet

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

The posters in 
the window 
of the George 
Street shop.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Woollen Mill shops in 
Oban faced with closure
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Continued from page one.
‘I might add I was only doing 
my job, which I enjoyed and 
was lucky to practice and live 
on Mull.’

Having always wanted to 
become a vet, Jimmy moved to 
Mull aged 11 when his father 
Robert took up the position of 
sole vet on the island. Jimmy 
was o� en seen with his father 
on his rounds on farms and on 
private visits.

A� er qualifying from 
Glasgow University Veterinary 
College in 1973, Jimmy and his 
young family moved to Tiree 
where he was the sole vet.

In 1980, Jimmy and his 
family moved to Chorley in 
Lancashire where he worked 
in a small animal practice. His 
� rst love, however, was always 
large animals and he came 
back to Dunoon to a mixed 
practice in 1984.

He decided to come back 
to work on Mull in 1986 and 
worked as a locum on Skye 
and North and South Uist as 
the practice on Mull was not 
able to support more than one 
vet at a time. Jimmy took over 
the practice from his father 
in 1991 and ran it on his own 
until 2013.

A� er building a new surgery 
at Fishnish in 1992, Jimmy 
began to ful� ll his ambi-
tion to raise the awareness 
of animal welfare on the 
island through the Farmer’s 
Union and the British Sheep 

Veterinary Society, with whom 
he strove to raise standards 
of veterinary treatment. He 
became president of the British 
Sheep Veterinary Society in 
2014/2015. 

He was well-known for his 
support of the lifestyle on Mull 
and it was through him the 
island became a familiar place 
to many people worldwide.

Jimmy’s involvement in 
the Highland and Islands 
Veterinary Service (HIVSS)
led to him becoming the 
veterinary practitioner 
representative when there 
were negotiations with the 
government to raise the funds 
for the scheme. Following 
years of high pro� le lobbying, 
Jimmy became known as the 
‘Grandfather of the HIVSS’.

Jimmy was joined in 2013 by 
a young veterinary surgeon, 
� eresa Wade, who was from 

Mull and who wanted to take 
over the practice from Jimmy 
on his eventual retirement. He 
retired at the end of June 2014 
a� er 54 years of Wilson veter-
inary surgeons on the island.

He continued to be involved 
in veterinary work at a national 
level in Scotland as a director 
with Vet Trust, a director with 
Livestock Health Scotland and 
with the Scottish Government 
schemes which all involved 
promoting high health and 
welfare in farm animals.

Jimmy came out of retirement 
in October 2015 when � eresa 
was tragically killed in a road 
accident on Mull. In the face of 
such a tragedy, he took it upon 
himself to keep up the morale 
of the islanders where veteri-
nary matters were concerned 
and only fully retired from 
the practice in 2017. Jimmy, 
his wife Anne and son Robert 
moved to Troon in 2019.

Also included in the awards 
was former Bute resident and 
Rothesay Academy pupil Brian 
McIntyre who was awarded 
the British Empire Medal 
for services to the British 
Consulate-General in New 
York.

Five individuals within 
Police Scotland were recog-
nised for exceptional and 
outstanding public service  
including Hazel Hendren, for-
mer Divisional Commander 
for West Dunbartonshire and 
Argyll.

Former Mull 
vet honoured 
by Queen 

Just at a time when people need 
them most, the team at Lorn 
and Oban Healthy Options 
(LOHO) have been stepping 
up, writes Fiona Scott.

During lockdown and be-
yond, LOHO’s experienced ex-
ercise professionals have been 
running online classes, as well 
as giving one-to-one remote 
support to clients. In part-
nership with Atlantis Leisure, 
supervised gym sessions are 
also now in operation with 
the hope movewell classes will 
resume, with social distancing 
guidance, in the near future.

A community health 
initiative, the LOHO team 
supports, advises and educates 
people living with, or at risk of 
developing, long-term health 
conditions by sharing tools 
and techniques to self-manage 
di� erent health issues includ-
ing anxiety, depression, cardi-
ac, MS, diabetes, Parkinson’s 
disease to name but a few.

Rob Graham, LOHO � tness 
advisor, said: ‘Lockdown and 
long periods of shielding took 
its toll on many of our clients 
physically and mentally, and 
we have done everything we 
can to support past and cur-
rent clients through this very 
challenging time.

‘Unsurprisingly many have 
displayed a signi� cant dip in 
their mental health and this 
continues to be one of our 
greatest challenges as we live 
under social restrictions.

‘� e key to combating these 
problems has been regular 
contact and support via phone 
calls, Zoom, Whatsapp groups 
and home visits.’

‘For many, this support has 
been one of the few regular 
contacts they have enjoyed 
through months of social 
isolation,’ added Rob.

‘More recently we have 
returned to Atlantis Leisure 
Centre to work with our 
referrals face to face which has 
had a huge bene� cial e� ect on 
the mood of our clients and 
team of exercise professionals. 
Technology has been priceless 
in allowing us to support res-
idents through lockdown but 
our team thrives on human 
engagement and it’s where 

we can be most e� ective in 
reducing the negative e� ects of 
chronic health conditions.’

Making good use of the 
online support and the gym 
sessions, 70-year-old Jean 
Bowman is one of many 
LOHO clients who has found 
the service invaluable during 
the restrictions.

She said: ‘I had a bad fall 
which damaged the cartilage 
in both my knees and I am 
waiting on an operation to 
replace them. I got to a point 
that I could hardly walk and 
I wasn’t going out at all. With 
the pain from that coupled 
with the lockdown restrictions 
I was getting quite depressed.

‘I was referred to healthy 
options by my doctor and, 
a� er a chat with Rob, I joined 
some of the Zoom sessions 
and now attend the gym. � e 
whole team is inspirational. 
My family have noticed a huge 
change. I feel a lot happier and 
can actually walk about now. 
It’s a fantastic service.’

Rob added: ‘It has been 
extremely pleasing to see a 
huge proportion of our clients 
return and place their faith 
and trust in Healthy Options 
and the Atlantis Team. We all 
face an uncertain future but 
we are in a strong position to 
continue our support of the 
community regardless of what 
comes our way.’

Visit www.lornhealthyop-
tions.co.uk

Options team steps up to 
keep us all � t and healthy

Fitness advisor Rob Graham 
gives LOHO client Jean 
Bowman some friendly 
encouragement.

A mass � u clinic held in Oban 
has been declared a success 
with more than 1,700 people 
inoculated over three days.

With � u symptoms identical 
to coronavirus, there is a 
national drive under way this 
year to ensure more people 
than ever receive the jag to 
help limit the impact on NHS 
services this winter.

Last week’s special � u clinic 
was held at the Corran Halls 
to deal with greater numbers 
and took place with social 
distancing and enhanced 
cleaning regimes.

Sta�  from Lorn Medical 
Centre worked alongside 
health workers from Lorn 

and Islands Hospital, Oban. 
Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
helped marshal arrivals in the 
car park.

Dr Robert Waddington, of 
Lorn Medical Centre, said 
from its 11,500 patient prac-
tice, 3,200 patients are entitled 
to a jag this year – an increase 
of around 1,200 people.

Pleased
Dr Waddington said: ‘It has 

gone very well and we are 
really pleased and have had a 
very good attendance. 

‘� e feedback we have re-
ceived across the board from 
patients has been very, very 
positive.’

He added: ‘Basically, if you 

live with someone who re-
ceived a shielding letter then 
you are entitled to a � u jag. 

‘It’s a really, really safe 
environment, with good ven-
tilation which makes it safer 
for patients and sta� .’

A second round of clinics 
takes place next week on 
October 21, 22 and 23, again 
at the Corran Halls for pa-
tients from the Lorn Medical 
Centre.

� ose attending are en-
couraged, if possible, to � rst 
complete the online ‘pre im-
munisation assessment form’ 
available from the health cen-
tre’s website  or its  Facebook 
page.

Flu clinic in Oban sees 1,700 patients

Jimmy took over the Mull 
practice from his father.
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� e Oban community is 
being urged to stick together 
and support one another 
following last week’s Scottish 
Government announcement 
of more restrictions on the 
hospitality industry.

From Friday October 9 until 
Sunday October 25 inclusive, 
equivalent to a fortnight and 
three weekends, tougher 
measures have been brought 
in nationally and further 
restrictions have been imposed 
across � ve health boards.

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon warned coronavirus 
cases are on the rise - with the 
largest weekly death total in 
Scotland since June.

More than one in � ve people 
contacted by Test and Protect 
had visited a hospitality setting 
which posed a ‘particular risk’ 
of transmitting the virus, she 

said. She apologised for the 
‘signi� cant’ impact the new 
restrictions would have and 
pledged a new £40 million fund 
to support a� ected businesses.

Andrew Spence, chief exec-
utive of BID4Oban, said the 
latest round of restrictions was 
‘really concerning’ regarding 
hospitality businesses across 
the town but said he had faith 
local businesses would adapt 
to the situation in what has 
been one of the most di�  cult 
years in living memory.

‘Many businesses are already 

preparing to supply takeaways, 
use outdoor spaces and adapt 
their business models to con-
tinue trading,’ he added.

‘Despite the worries and un-
certainty, it is encouraging to 
see many pubs and restaurants 
adapting their pitch for the 
next two weeks.

‘We need everyone in the 
area to support these business-
es a� ected and try and take 
advantage of what they have 
to o� er. We would encourage 
people to go and dine out albeit 
with no alcohol in some cases.

‘Now is the time to support 
businesses in the town to make 
sure they are here long term. 
We will get through this. It’s 
really di�  cult times but now 
like no other time we have to 
support each other and stick 
together.’

Under the new restrictions 
pubs, bars, restaurants and 
cafes will be able to operate 
indoors on a ‘very restricted’ 

basis meaning that between 
6am-6pm, they can provide 
food and non-alcoholic drinks 
only.

Hotel restaurants will be able 
to operate beyond 6pm, but 
only for residents and without 
serving alcohol indoors.

Bars, pubs, restaurants and 
cafes can continue to serve 
alcohol outdoors up to 10pm, 
and subject to the 6/2 rule.

Paddy Crerar, Chief 
Executive of the Crerar Hotel 
Group which boasts seven 
establishments in Scotland 
including Oban, Mull, Glencoe 
and Inveraray, said: ‘First and 
foremost we have to keep our 
teams and customers safe 
and if we have to have tighter 
restrictions for 16 days to do 
that then we’re � ne with it. 
It’s an excellent opportunity 
for people to get out there and 
experience the great scenery 
and hospitality Scotland has 
to o� er.

'It may encourage some to 
participate in Sober October 
and for others we can provide 
fur rugs and braziers so they 
can ‘courie in’ outside with 
their drinks and enjoy the 
stunning scenery. Alcohol is 
not the water of life, people 
are.’

Declan Curran from the 
Lorne Bar said: ‘� ese are very 
trying times for the hospitality 
industry. I am fortunate to a 
certain degree in that I have 
food and an outside area to 
help me get through the next 
couple of weeks, however, I do 
not know if there will be much 
business. But you have to adapt 
to the ever changing situations 
of the covid world and I am 
so pleased I have managed to 
keep my amazing sta�  in full 
time employment.’

For those who have non food 
venues with no outdoor space, 
however, the restrictions are 
presenting a bigger challenge. 

Oban urged to get behind 
town hospitality businesses

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk ‘We will get though 

this. It’s really di�  uclt 
times but now like 
no other we have to 
support each other and 
stick together.’

Aulay Dunn of Aulay’s Bar 
shut the doors on his Aird’s 
Crescent venue last week 
saying: ‘It just doesn’t make 
sense to stay open for co� ee 
and so�  drinks. He added: ‘We 
stopped serving food when 
the 2m rule came in as we are 
a wet-led business and rely on 
our customers who come in for 
a drink. 

‘� ese latest restrictions 
could prove very damaging, 
almost three weeks with no 
income and sta�  still to pay. 
We had been sticking to the 
guidelines and policing it well 
and I feel we are now being 
punished.’

Following the announce-
ment last week, � e Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce said 
the clampdown on selling al-
cohol indoors would ‘spell the 
death knell’ for many, while 
the Scottish Tourism Alliance 
called them ‘nothing short of 
devastating’.
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Covid shuts Oban train ticket o�  ce
� e ticket o�  ce at Oban rail-
way station was closed to the 
public for a few days due to 
the coronavirus, writes Ellis 
Butcher.

It has been con� rmed that 
a single member of sta�  has 
tested positive for Covid-19 
and, as a result, a small num-
ber of ScotRail sta�  are now 
self-isolating.

NHS Test and Trace has 
advised sta�  who have been 
in contact to self-isolate.

On Sunday, both doors to 
the ticket o�  ce remained 
locked and there was nothing 
to suggest it was due to the 
coronavirus.

A notice was pinned to the 
main entry door stating: 
‘toilets out of order’.

ScotRail has said in a 

statement: ‘When we do have 
a con� rmed case, arrange-
ments are made for the area 
to be closed o�  and additional 
enhanced cleaning to take 
place.

‘We have taken measures at 
Oban train station to close 
o�  the area and carry out 
this enhanced cleaning and 
sanitisation.

‘� e health and wellbeing 
of all sta�  and customers 
is paramount during these 
unprecedented times and we 
are taking every reasonable 
measure to ensure that we re-
duce the potential for anyone 
to be exposed to coronavirus 
and take action where they do 
occur.’

People nearby reported that 
the ticket o�  ce had been 

‘shut for days’ – understood 
to be since Wednesday. On 
Monday, the ticket o�  ce 
had reopened. Trains from 
Oban are still operating with 
the service said to be ‘good’ 
between Oban and Glasgow 
Queen Street.

On Sundays, the opening 
hours for the ticket o�  ce are 
usually 10.45am until 6.11pm. 
Between Mondays and 
Saturdays it is usually open 
between 5am and 8.36pm.

� e railway station does 
not have a ticket machine for 
the collection of pre-ordered 
travel tickets.

National Rail Enquiries 
suggested that passengers 
without tickets should board 
the train and explain the 
situation to the conductor.

While the 
ticket o�  ce 
was closed, the 
only reason 
for the locked 
door was a 
notice saying 
the toilets were 
closed to the 
public.

Argyll and Bute Council 
would have to spend more than 
£40,000 to install motorhome 
facilities at Ganavan Sands car 
park, a report has revealed.

Changes have been discussed 
a� er a surge in campervans 
and motorhomes to the region 
during the pandemic. � e 
vehicles are currently banned 
from the car park but had 
been parking on the adjacent 
Ganavan Road leading to road 
safety problems.

On Wednesday, councillors 
are set to debate possible 
changes, but there is a warning 
that they could carry annual 
maintenance costs estimated 
at more than £12,000, while 
there is also no allocated 
budget for the works.

� e Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
area committee had asked 
the council to investigate a 

tra�  c restriction order (TRO) 
banning motorhomes from 
Ganavan Road, at a point 
between the Lancaster Hotel 
to the car park entrance.

� e committee also agreed 
to investigate the potential 
costs in providing campervan 
facilities at the car park which 
is also a popular port of call for 
many responsible visitors.

� e motion, as detailed in 
a report for the forthcoming 
meeting, reads: ‘In recent 
months, as a direct conse-
quence of the coronavirus 
pandemic and the UK and 
Scottish Government recom-
mendation for staycations, 
there has been a marked 
increase in the number of 
camper vans visiting the area 

and seeking to park overnight.
‘As the current Ganavan car 

park restrictions prohibit this; 
campervan visitors are being 
displaced along the Ganavan 
Road in even greater numbers 
than previously, which has led 
to issues of public health and 
road safety, causing considera-
ble distress to residents.

‘� e provision of a warm 
welcome and � t-for-purpose, 
managed and chargeable 
facilities for campervans at 
Ganavan, in partnership with 
the introduction of overnight 
parking restrictions on the 
Ganavan Road, would serve to 
enhance the area in terms of 
amenity and safety while also 
providing economic bene� t.’

A set of indicative costs show 
that installing facilities would 

carry a total estimated bill of 
£43,500. � is includes £18,000 
for a clean water standpipe, 
£12,000 for a lighting system 
and £7,000 for a � ushing unit 
and septic tank.

In addition, the annual 
maintenance cost is estimated 
at £12,357, the bulk of which 
is emptying of the septic tank 
which it is reckoned would 
cost £12,000.

� e report also warned that 
there was no identi� ed budget 
or funding mechanism for any 
project to install facilities at 
Ganavan.

� e report added: ‘Argyll and 
Bute o� ers areas of outstand-
ing natural beauty and is a 
highly favourable tourist des-
tination pre-dating Covid-19.

‘� ere is a rise in the use of 
the site at Ganavan by motor-
homes therefore consideration 
needs to be given to the most 
appropriate way to manage 
this increased use.’

Ganavan campervan 
plan could cost £43,000

Motorhomes and camper-
vans are currently banned 
from parking in the car park.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

POLICE FILES
 Between October 3 and 7 
in Dalmally, two men, aged 
29 and 39, allegedly stole a 
quantity of railway sleepers 
to the value of £3,000. These 
were subsequently recov-
ered. The men were both 
arrested and charged with 
the theft and a report was 
submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.
 Between 5pm and 7pm on 
October 8, at Taynuilt Pier, a 
number of wooden pallets 
were allegedly stolen. A 
man, 55, was charged with 
the o� ence and the pallets 
returned. A report was sent 
to the Procurator Fiscal.
 About 1.30pm on October 
8, in Boots the Chemist, 
George Street, Oban, a 
man allegedly stole two 
electric Phillips Razors. Police 
are investigating and are 
appealing for any witnesses 
to contact them.

 If any member of the 
public has information in 
relation to the above, or 
to any incident, they can 
contact their local Police 
Station on telephone num-
ber 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Politicians have condemned 
vandals who have been smash-
ing glass at   football pitches 
used by youngsters.

Coaches for Islay Youth 
Football Club appealed to the 
culprits to stop throwing beer 
bottles onto the pitch, and 
leaving smashed glass at the 
Bowmore pitches.

On two recent Saturdays, 
they have found glass bottles 
thrown over the four-metre-
high perimeter fence of the 
all-weather pitch, and broken 
glass. � e incidents have been 
strongly criticised by the local 
community who have said the 
police will be noti� ed.

Donald Cameron, MSP for 
the Highlands and Islands, 
said: ‘I � nd it absolutely stag-
gering that anyone could act 
so stupidly as to deliberately 
smash bottles at a community 
facility like this. � is kind of 
reckless action is disgraceful. 
Children deserve to be able to 
play sport safely.’

Youth coach Allan Logan 
reported the incidents on the 

Islay Community Noticeboard 
Facebook page.

He said: ‘On behalf of all the 
coaches and kids of Islay Youth 
Football Club we would like to 
ask whoever thinks it’s cool to 
be smashing glass bottles up at 
Bowmore football pitches and 
surrounding areas – it’s not 
cool and if you see this post we 
ask you politely to stop.’

He said broken glass was a 
safety hazard for children play-
ing football and it meant they 
have had to clean up and scan 

every metre of the pitch before 
they can let youngsters play.

‘It’s hard enough at the mo-
ment making everything Covid 
compliant for the kids to play 
without having to clean up this 
every week,’ said Mr Logan.

Councillor Alastair Redman, 
who represents Kintyre and the 
Islands, said: ‘It is wrong that 
the organisers should have to 
spend time carefully checking 
the pitch. I really hope we see 
no repetition of this deplorable 
activity.’

Broken glass on football 
pitch ‘disgraceful’

An Oban man has been � ned 
£150 for sending threatening 
emails to his former partner.

Malcolm MacColl, aged 51, 
of Flat A7 Airds Place, admit-
ted that between July 13 and 
August 7, 2019, he sent emails 
which were grossly o� ensive 
in that he swore and uttered 
threats of violence.

� e emails, sent a� er 2am, 
threatened his ex-partner 
causing her alarm, Procurator 
Fiscal David Glancy told Oban 
Sheri�  Court on October 7.

Mr Glancy said the defend-
ant had been in the habit of 
sending messages while under 
the in� uence of alcohol despite 
his former partner having 
taken steps to block him.

Mr Glancy said the email in 
July suggested he was nearby 
and threatened to kill her.

� e email in August had 
said: ‘the � rst guy that f***ed 
with me got an axe in his 
head. You’re getting cut to 

bits – that’s a promise.’ His 
ex-partner reported the matter 
to police and provided copies 
of the emails to them.

When cautioned and 
charged, MacColl told o�  cers: 
‘No thanks,’ said Mr Glancy.

MacColl, who was not in 
court, was not represented by a 
solicitor at the hearing.

Mr Glancy said MacColl had 
been of good behaviour for an 
extensive period since and had 
a ‘lack of ’ a criminal record.

� ere had been no appli-
cation for a non-harassment 
order and Sheri�  Patrick 
Hughes said he was satis� ed 
the incidents did not indicate 
a protracted type of behaviour 
on behalf of MacColl.

Man � ned over ‘axe 
and cut’ messages 
to former partner
COURT

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on

Enjoy Life Enjoy Kebabish

Bringing you CRAZY 
special o� ers

PIZZA EXPRESS 1
Any 10” Pizza + 10” Margherita 
served with Chips, Onion Rings, 

2 Sauces + 2 Cans of Pepsi

PIZZA EXPRESS 2
Any 12” Pizza + 12” Margherita served 

with Chips, Wedges, Onion Rings, 
2 Sauces  + 2 Pepsi 500ml

PIZZA EXPRESS 3
Any 14” Pizza + 12” Garlic Bread with 

Cheese served with Chips, Wedges,
Onion Rings, 4 Sauces + Pepsi 2L

£9.95 £12.95 £17.95

‘Continued from page one.
As directors, we have a duty 
to the business, our sta� , our 
customers and our creditors to 
� nd the very best solution in 
this brutal environment.

‘We have applied to court for a 
short breathing space to assess 
our options before moving to 
appoint administrators.

‘� rough this process I hope 
and believe we will be able 
to secure the best future for 
our businesses, but there will 
inevitably be signi� cant cuts 
and closures as we work our 
way through this.

‘I would like to thank all 
our sta�  for their amazing 
e� orts during this time and our 
customers who have remained 
so loyal and committed to our 
brands.’

A spokesman for business 
experts FRP said: ‘Our team 
is working with the directors 
of a number of the Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill Group subsidi-
aries to explore all options for 
the future of its retail brands 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill, 
Jaeger, Ponden Home and 
Peacocks.’

A number of emp-
ty been bottles 
and broken glass 
was found on the 
football pitch.

‘Closing Down’ 
sale posters go 
up at Woollen 
Mill shops
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I’m sad to hear this week 
that we may be losing three 
of our shops owned by 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill, 
these shops have always 
been favourites of mine and 
I know they were for many 
of the visitors that have 
poured through Oban over 
the years.  I have my � ngers, 
toes and eyes crossed that 
something positive happens 
to allow them to keep going, 
especially for the sake of 
the fantastic sta�  who have 
always been so friendly and 
welcoming to everyone.

� is awful virus is causing 
so much disruption, even 
in our wee corner of the 
world, which makes it even 
more important that we do 
all we can to keep it under 
control – and it is up to us, 
we’re the ones who have to 
keep washing our hands 
and wearing our masks 
whenever possible, and 
we’re the ones who must be 
aware of how close we get 
to others to keep them and 
ourselves safe.

Social media is awash with 
people complaining about 
the impact it’s having on 

their lives, but to get our 
lives back to something 
approaching normal, for 
now, we have to listen to the 
advice and do our best to 
stick with it.

We’re lucky that we can 
still meet up with others in 
the many lovely local cafes 
and restaurants we have, 
and we can still support 
local pubs that are open by 
eating there and visiting for 
so�  drink.   It does mean 
that we might all have to go 
up a waist size a� er all the 
lovely cakes and food, but 
that’s a small price to pay.

� e photograph last week 
was of the street lights on 
the North Pier and this 
week’s is a short scenic walk 
away.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

A man made defamatory re-
marks about his former part-
ner - accusing him of being a 
paedophile and an alcoholic, a 
court was told.

Robert Burns, aged 49, 
has now been issued with a 
non-harassment order at Oban 
Sheri�  Court for two years.

It prevents him from 
contacting, approaching or 
communicating with his 
ex-partner or referring to him 
on social media a� er ‘hurtful’ 
and untrue allegations in the 
a� ermath of a relationship 
break down.

Burns pled guilty to a single 
charge of engaging in abusive 
behaviour against his former 
partner at various locations.

It involved making o� ensive 
remarks between Christmas 
Eve 2019 and February 17, 
2020 using text, email, social 

media, a dating app and vari-
ous websites.

� e court was told that Burns 
and the complainer had been 
in a relationship for eight years 
which had been ‘o�  and on’ for 
the � nal two years.

Procurator Fiscal David 
Glancy said his estranged 
partner got a new job and they 
ended up working together for 
a time then got back in a full 
relationship. But there were 
‘tensions’ a� er the complain-
ant’s mother died and Burns 
returned to Dundee.

At Christmas 2019, Burns 
returned ‘unannounced’ 
under the in� uence of drink 
to surprise’ his former partner 
who was ‘not happy’ to see 
him, said Mr Glancy.

On Christmas Day as sta�  
socialised a� er work, Burns 
arrived uninvited even though 

he was no longer employed 
there and joined the festivities, 
Mr Glancy told the court.

Burns, of 44 City Road, 
Dundee, became ‘� xated’ with 
the complainer and was con-
tacting him on a regular basis 
using Facebook Messenger, 
according to Mr Glancy.

In messages, Burns accused 
his former partner of being a 
paedophile and made other 
defamatory remarks - includ-
ing sending an email to the 
complainant’s employers.

� e accused had found the 
break-up ‘extremely di�  cult’, 
said Mr Glancy, who added 
that there had been an element 
of ‘emotional blackmail’.

Kevin McGinness, repre-
senting Burns, said that in the 
‘dying embers’ of the relation-
ship the exchanges became 
‘extremely bitter’.

� e accused, who had never 
been in trouble before, accept-
ed he had acted inappropriate-
ly and was committed to his 
faith and volunteering, said 
Mr McGinness.

Burns accepted the relation-
ship had ended and that there 
was no prospect of a reconcili-
ation, said Mr McGinness.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes im-
posed a non-harassment order 
for two years and � ned Burns 
£375.

Sheri�  Hughes said he 
accepted that the behaviour 
seemed to be a one-o�  but 
said there should be no re-oc-
curence of the messages.

‘� is is a serious  matter and 
the allegations you made are 
hurtful and, if believed, would 
have a serious impact on his 
life, particularly in a rural area 
like this. ‘

False accusations sees 
former partner � ned
Man emailed remarks to complainant’s employer

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Improve your home and well-being
with a Cairngorm conservatory

A conservatory meets all the main requirements that homeowners 
have highlighted as important elements of being happy in your home

87% of homeowners                   
say aspects of their home

contribute to their 
positive

mental health
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An assault during lockdown 
and behaving in a threatening 
or abusive manner has seen a 
woman � ned at Oban Sheri�  
Court.

Emma Murphy, aged 41, of 
8d Quarry Road, Oban, ap-
peared in court on Wednesday 
October 7.

She pled guilty to assault on 
a woman in Combie Street, 
Oban, on March 26.

She also admitted behaving 
in a threatening or abusive 
manner on June 18.

David Glancy, Procurator 
Fiscal, said the incident on 
June 18 occurred at 3.10pm. 
Some occupants heard shout-
ing and swearing outside their 
� at following by kicking at 
their door, he said.

� e defendant could be heard 
making threats to ‘get’ and 
‘kill’ which increased their 
anxiety and police were con-
tacted, the court was told.

� e defendant was heard to 
say: ‘I’m gonna get you, I’m 
gonna kill you, you b***h,’ said 
Mr Glancy.

O�  cers found Murphy in a 
‘state of rage’ directed against 
her neighbours and she had 

threatened to ‘get my own 
f****g lawyers to sort you out’.

� e March 26 o� ence took 
place at lunchtime during 
lockdown near the Original 
Factory Shop, Mr Glancy told 
the court.

� e victim, aged 42, was 
walking with a male friend. � e 
accused came by and was 
‘shouting and swearing inco-
herently,’ which was directed at 
the victim, said Mr Glancy. He 

said Murphy ran at her, seized 
her by the hair, pulled her to 
the ground and sat astride the 
victim and restrained her.

Unsuccessful attempts were 
made by the male party to sep-
arate the women, he said, and a 
passing police vehicle stopped 
to intervene.

Jane McLaren, defending 
Murphy, explained that her 
client had come to live in Oban 
with her partner as a couple 
but they are no longer in a re-

lationship, said Mrs McLaren.
She added that prior to the 

incidents, Murphy had also 
su� ered a personal tragedy 
which had caused depression 
and anxiety.

Of the incident on June 18, 
Mrs McLaren said Murphy 
had created a small memorial 
but then had been extremely 
distressed to discover that it 
had been removed by someone 
and was no longer there.

In terms of the incident on 
March 26, both women had 
been good friends but there 
had been a prior disagreement.

Mrs McLaren said the pair 
struggled with each other and 
the complainant had pushed 
Murphy and pulled clumps out 
of her hair too.

In spite of the incident, 
the pair remained very good 
friends, said Mrs McLaren.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes said 
it was unacceptable behaviour 
but he was satis� ed both 
matters were generally out of 
character.

Murphy was � ned £150 for 
the assault and £120 for the 
threatening behaviour with a 
£20 victim surcharge.

Threat to kill neighbours and 
assault sees Oban woman � ned

Prior to the incident 
Murphy had su� ered 
personal tragedy

Ardchattan couple seek land 
partnership for eco project
An Ardchattan couple 
looking to start up their own 
replanting project are asking 
local landowners to help them 
realise their dream of living an 
eco friendly and sustainable 
life, writes Fiona Scott.

Stuart Livings and his 
partner Sophie currently live 
near Benderloch, along with 
their dog Mouse, in a vintage 
Mercedes motor home. Having 
enjoyed living ‘o�  grid’ for 
several years, the pair are now 
looking to form a partnership 
which would allow them a 
small area of land that they can 
begin planting trees.

‘We are both hard workers 
with a real concern for the en-
vironment, but unfortunately 
we are not of a generation that 
has been able to acquire any 
space to do anything about it,’ 
explained Stuart.

‘We want to make a di� erence 
for the environment but feel 
powerless as the space to do 
so is either unavailable or it is 
simply una� ordable. With the 
help of landowners we would 
like to make an arrangement 
that would bene� t us all.’

Stuart currently runs his own 

community interest company 
called Woodhism (www.ins-
tagram.com/woodhism) that 
aims to work with the commu-
nity to organise and oversee 
natural build projects and 
general forestry-related work 
and activities, while Sophie 
works at the Caledonian oyster 
farm near Benderloch.

� e pair claim to be self su�  -
cient enough to move onto any 
suitable piece of land for plant-
ing and only require space for 
their caravan and vehicle, an 
area to grow vegetables, and 
to construct a wood store and 
composting toilet. � e couple  
would be happy to discuss the 
rebuilding or restoration of 
a dilapidated building to use 

as a small green workshop. 
‘By working together we feel 
we can really make a di� erence 
and be part of the movement 
that is positive change,’ added 
Stuart. ‘We are open to any 
discussions and ideas on how 
we can � nd a place to settle 
and do good for the local area.

‘We feel it is our duty to act 
now as waiting for government 
and councils that are too 
preoccupied is no longer an 
option. It’s up to common folk 
to make the right informed 
choices and actions, every 
little act counts now.’

Any one interested in helping 
Stuart and Sophie with their 
project can contact them on 
07900 690862.

Stuart and 
Sophie are 
keep to put 
down roots 
and make a 
di� erence.
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A drink driver crashed his 
car then � ed the scene in his 
dressing gown, a court heard.

Barrie Gunn, aged 43, 
pleaded guilty to a charge of 
driving a motor vehicle over 
the prescribed alcohol limit at 
Glen Carraig, Appin, on April 
19.

His breath test was 152 mcg 
of alcohol in 100ml of breath. 
� e legal limit being 22 micro-
grammes, Oban Sheri�  Court 
was told.

Procurator Fiscal David 
Glancy said the  crash hap-
pened at 7.20pm when a resi-
dent heard a sound and looked 
out to see a car on its side.

Knowing the accused and 
fearing for his safety as he 
could not see signs of move-
ment, the emergency services 
were summoned and the man 
then rushed to attend to him.

But the accused exited the 
driver’s side window and ran 
o�  towards his home, said Mr 
Glancy.

Police subsequently traced 
the car to Gunn’s then home 
address. On the steps of the 
property, they found the grey 

checked dressing gown con-
taining shards and particles of 
broken glass, Mr Glancy told 
the court.

Gunn, who did not appear 
in court, was represented by 
lawyer Kevin McGinness.

Mr McGinness said Gunn 
had taken part in a charity 
event on April 19 which had 
involved jumping o�  the pier 
at Port Appin, hence the need 
for a dressing gown.

He had consumed drinks 
and decided ‘very foolishly’ 
to drive the short half-a-mile 
distance between where 
he had parked his car that 
day and his home, said Mr 
McGinness.

� e court was told Gunn, 
now of � e Cottage, 
Druimneil, was divorced and 
was a full-time mechanic at 
his father’s business.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes � nd 
Gunn £600 and disquali� ed 
him from driving for three 
years.

� e o� er of an opportunity 
to reduce the ban by taking a 
drink drivers’ rehabilitation 
course was also made.

Ban for man who 
� ed from crash

Argyll and Bute Council has 
welcomed a Scotland-wide 
package of � nancial � exibili-
ties and extra funding which 
could be worth up to £750 
million.

Agreed by the Scottish 
Government in partnership 
with COSLA the package 
will help to address the 
� nancial pressures caused by 
the coronavirus (Covid-19) 
pandemic over the next two 
years, councils will be granted 
additional spending powers 
which could be worth around 
£600 million.

A spokesperson from Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘We 
welcome the new measures 
that have been made available 
to councils and will consider 
what that means for Argyll 
and Bute.

‘Argyll and Bute’s council 

was there for local people 
and businesses when they 
needed support, and that will 
continue.’

In addition to the extra 
funding, a Lost Income 
Scheme will be established 
to help compensate councils 
and council trusts for lost 
sales, fees and charges from 
services such as sports centres 
and parking charges.

A report that went to coun-
cil in September showed that 
responding to Covid-19 is 
likely to have cost Argyll and 
Bute around £11m. However, 
money already received from 

the Scottish Government 
reduced that de� cit to £5.1m. 
� is will be in addition to the 
£6.7m funding gap estimated 
for next year.

‘Our resources were already 
stretched, but we changed 
how we worked to be there for 
our communities during the 
worst of the pandemic,’ added 
the council spokesperson.

‘Additional costs have been a 
mixture of increased expendi-
ture for new or expanded ser-
vices and loss of income, such 
as reduced fees for parking, 
ferries, piers and planning.’

Councils and their trusts 

will have access to an esti-
mated £90 million of funding 
with council trusts delivering 
services on behalf of councils 
able to receive a share of a 
further £49 million of support 
through the scheme.

Added to additional fund-
ing already committed, this 
brings the value of the overall 
Covid-19 support package 
for councils to more than £1 
billion.

On announcing the ad-
ditional support last week 
� nance secretary Kate Forbes 
said: ‘I have been clear that 
the Scottish Government 
needs appropriate � scal levers 
in order to respond e� ectively 
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

‘� at is equally true for local 
government, which is why I 
am very pleased that we have 
been able to deliver a package 
of support for local services 
worth up to £750 million.

‘Working in partnership 

Financial support package to 
aid local government recovery

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Kate Forbes said 
councils needed 
appropriate 
� scal levers 
to respond 
e� ectively to 
the pandemic.

One of the most common 
problems optometrists have to 
deal with is patients su� ering 
from Dry Eye Syndrome 
(DES). Symptoms of DES 
range from mild sensations 
of grittiness and minimal 
discomfort through to con-
stant burning and extreme 
discomfort. � e causes of DES 
are varied. Ladies of a certain 
age, and even some men, 
su� er from hormonal changes 
which can induce a sensation 
of dry eyes. Some medication 
can cause dry eye symptoms. 
Probably the most common 
cause of dry eyes in the elderly 
is rheumatoid arthritis. Just to 
complicate matters dry gritty 
eyes can also be associated 
with uncorrected refractive 
error. In other words … you 
might simply need your glasses 
upgraded. 

Assessment of dry eye syn-
drome breaks the problem into 
two types. Aqueous de� cient; 
where there are insu�  cient 
tears being produced, and lipid 
de� cient; where the oily outer 
coating of the tear � lm is of 
poor quality or even missing. 
� is causes the watery portion 
of your tears to evaporate giving 
you dry eyes. Many patients 
comment on how their eyes 
water constantly but they always 
feel dry.

Your � rst port of call with a 
dry eye problem should be your 
optometrist. Optometrists are 
trained and have the essential 
equipment to di� erentiate 
between the di� erent types of 
dry eye. Treatments range from 
simple drops which lubricate 
the eyes, through drops which 
replace the oily lipid layer on 
the outside of your tear � lm, to 
tablets which replace missing 
minerals and vitamins which 
are essential for a healthy tear 
� lm. An important aspect of 
dry eye treatment is dietary 
advice. A healthy and varied 
diet can have signi� cant bene� ts 
in the treatment of dry eye 
syndrome. In all cases your 
optometrist should be able to 
advise you on appropriate care 
and, if necessary, refer you to 
an ophthalmologist for further 
investigation.

Eye to eye with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic, 11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)     www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Dry Eye Syndrome

Advertorial
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Police executed a search 
warrant at the home of an 
Oban man and found Class 
B drugs and an air ri� e, the 
town’s sheri�  court has heard.

� e property was found on 
September 19 last year at the 
home of Craig Sheppard, aged 
41, of 5 Fladda Road.

He admitted possessing 
cannabis and possessing an air 
ri� e without a certi� cate.

Police found half-an-ounce 
of cannabis and Sheppard 
remarked: ‘It’s just a bit of 
weed,’ Mr Glancy told the 
court.

� e accused told o�  cers he 
had owned the air ri� e, which 
was in very poor condition, 
‘for years’ and long before the 
law required a certi� cate for 
one.

Edward � ornton, represent-
ing Sheppard, who was not in 
court, said at the time of the 
o� ences in September last year, 
his client had been dealing 
with the end of a long-term 
relationship.

He had been living on his 
own and had used alcohol and 
herbal cannabis as a form of 
self medication, the court was 
told.

Man used cannabis 
to self medicate, 
court hears

Police saw young 
driver tailgating, 
court told
A young driver will have to 
attend court later this month 
to be sentenced for a motoring 
o� ence on the A85.

Martin Campbell, aged 19, of 
97 McKelvie Road, Oban, was 
charged that on March 13 near 
Jane Road, Dunbeg, he drove 
a Ford Fiesta without due care 

and attention or without rea-
sonable consideration for other 
people using the road.

David Glancy, Procurator 
Fiscal, told Oban Sheri�  Court 
police o�  cers had seen a con-
voy of four vehicles heading 
north towards Connel with 
the lead vehicle travelling at 
around 50mph.

Between Oban and the 
� lling station near Dunbeg, 
Campbell’s Ford Fiesta, the 
third vehicle, was seen tail-
gating the second car, a white 
Audi, and having to continually 
brake, Mr Glancy said.

Further along the road, 
where solid white lines prohibit 
overtaking, Campbell crossed 
the white lines and accelerated 
‘harshly,’ the court was told.

Police stopped him at nearby 
Dunsta� nage Marina and he 
was asked why he thought he 
had been stopped.

Sheppard was not a man 
frequently in trouble, said Mr 
� ornton, and since that time, 
there had been a ‘substantial 
improvement’ in his circum-
stances, he said.

His last conviction was in 
2001. Subsequently, Sheri�  
Patrick Hughes admonished 
Sheppard of both charges.

Argyll and Bute’s council has 
to identify options to meet a 
projected budget gap of £6.7 
million in 2021/2022, and 
is asking for your views on 
amenity services.

Savings can only come 
from a relatively small 
proportion of the council’s 
budget because of national 
priorities and other factors 
outside council control. 
Teacher posts are protected; 
social work costs are 
managed by the Health and 
Social Care Partnership; 
utility, loan and other costs 
depend on external factors.

� e council is therefore 
asking people to give their 
views on how best to make 
savings in amenity services 
– which cover everything 
from bins and grass cutting, 
to parking, road repairs and 
public toilets – by answering 
a short consultation.

You can answer the consul-
tation  at www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/consultations/ameni-
ty-services-consultation.

If you have di�  culty 
accessing the web version, 
you are welcome to contact 
the council at 01436 658981.

Have your say on 
amenity servicesFinancial support package to 

aid local government recovery

Campbell had asked if it was 
anything to do with his exhaust 
being too loud, said Mr Glancy.

� e court heard Campbell had 
several points on his licence for 
o� ences of speeding and driv-
ing while using a mobile phone.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes agreed 
to defer the case until October 
21 for a personal appearance.

Damage to TV sees 
man � ned
A man has been � ned £325 a� er 
an incident at a homeless centre 
in Oban.

Paul Birss, aged 34, of 
Ardmore Guest House, 
Helensburgh, pled guilty to 
behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner at Solas on 
Albany Street on April 6.

A hearing last month heard 
how Birrs threw a remote 
control at a 46-inch television 
with such force that the screen 
cracked causing £345 damage.

His lawyer, Jane McLaren, 
said he had stayed at Solas for 
approximately four months 
and the incident followed an 
argument. Birss apologised for 
his behaviour and is seeing a 
recovery worker, she said.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes said 
organisations such as Solas 
were trying to help people and 
had a lot of demands on their 
resources with budgets under 
pressure.

with COSLA, the Scottish 
Government has delivered on 
our commitment to support 
councils across Scotland with 
a game changing package of 
� nancial � exibilities, giving 
them the powers they need 
to make informed decisions 
about spending at a local level.

COSLA’s resources spokes-
person Councillor Gail 
Macgregor said: ‘Responding 
to Covid-19 whilst continuing 
to deliver essential, everyday 
services has put extreme 
pressure on Local Government 
� nances this year.

‘� e pandemic has also 
meant substantial losses of 
income across a range of 
council services including 
leisure, sport, culture, and 
planning. Balancing budgets 
will be a real challenge and 
this has been fully recognised 
by Scottish Government who 
we have worked with construc-
tively and positively.’

WE DON’T WANT TO   
ALARM YOU  BUT
The law has changed in Scotland and time is  
running out to install an interlinked fire alarm  
system in your home by 1st February 2021.

#ProtectYourFamily

www.aico.co.uk  |  01691 664100  |  enquiries@aico.co.uk

To find a local, qualified Aico Expert Installer visit www.aico.co.uk/find-an-installer
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�e new leader of Argyll and 
Bute Council has pledged that 
the area’s elected councillors 
will work together to put to-
gether the best budget for local 
people for the next �nancial 
year.

Councillor Robin Currie also 
pledged to continue to drive 
forward the key priorities of 
the council a�er his appoint-
ment to the post.

�e long-serving Kintyre 
and the Islands councillor, 
who has been on the council 
since its inception in 1996, 
spoke of his pride at being 
named as leader, and praised 
the people of Argyll and 
Bute for their response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Councillor Currie said: ‘I’m 
passionate about Argyll and 
Bute, and representing my 
community as a councillor, 
and now as council leader, is 
and always has been a huge 
privilege.

‘Argyll and Bute has a lot to 
be proud of and so much to 
o�er. You only need to look 
at how our communities have 
responded and rallied round 
each other during the Covid-19 
pandemic to see what a great 
place this is to live.

‘�e council agreed priorities 
in September 2017, a�er the 

administration worked as 
a team to develop these fol-
lowing the local government 
elections that year.

‘We will continue to drive 
those priorities forward. 
Like all Scottish councils, we 
will need to do so in a very 
challenging �nancial context 
– funding is an ever-present 

challenge even before the on-
going impacts of the Covid-19 
pandemic are taken into 
account.

‘Our overarching aim 
remains securing a bright 
future for Argyll and Bute by 
growing our population and 
our economy. �at underpins 
everything we do.

‘We will approach this 
budget process as we always 
do – working as a team to try 
to secure the best results for 
local people.

‘�ere are challenges and 
uncertainty but I prefer to 
tackle those from a positive 
and optimistic place. A�er 
more than 30 years serving 
our communities my passion 
and love for the area is strong-

er than ever and I will do all 
that I can to see it thrive and 
�ourish.’

�e �rst dra� of savings 
options for the 2021/22 budget 
is expected to be revealed at a 
meeting of the authority’s pol-
icy and resources committee, 
of which Councillor Currie 
is now chair, today, �ursday, 
October 15.

Councillor Currie also paid 
tribute to Councillor Aileen 
Morton, whose tenure as lead-
er ended a�er three years when 
she stood down last month.

He added: ‘Aileen has deliv-
ered a tremendous amount 
for Argyll and Bute and I’m 
very pleased that she is still 
with us as a hard-working and 
committed local councillor in 
Helensburgh.

‘During her time as leader 
she has achieved so much and 
has been relentless in pushing 
for good results for Argyll and 
Bute at all levels.’

New leader pledges to 
oversee best budget

Robin Currie has promised 
he would do all he can to 
see Argyll and Bute ‘thrive 
and �ourish’.

POLICE FILES
z Between 6pm on Saturday 
October 3 and 9.45am on 
Sunday October 4, at Lorn 
Road, Dunbeg, a red Ford Fo-
cus car had the bodywork on 
the passenger side scratched. 
Police are investigating.
z About 10.30pm on 
Sunday October 4, in Corran 
Esplanade, Oban, a man, 30, 
was arrested for allegedly be-
having in an abusive manner. 
The man was charged with 
the o�ences and a report was 
submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.
z About 3pm on Tuesday 
October 6, at Albany Street, 
Oban, a 27-year-old man 
allegedly breached bail by 
failing to attend and sign 
on at Oban Police Station. 
Police arrested and charged 
the man and a report was 
submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal. The man again 
allegedly committed the 
same o�ence of Saturday 
October 10. He was again 
arrested, held for court and a 
report was submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.
z If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they can contact police 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Copy cat capers at Dalmally Golf Club
Imitation, they say, is the sin-
cerest form of � attery. And it 
was in these pages of � e Oban 
Times that the gents match 
secretary at Dalmally read of a 
par three competition held by 
Craignure Golf Club on Mull.

The Dalmally par three winners.

� e club had cleverly con-
verted their course to nine par 
three holes, by temporarily 
shortening the par four holes.

Dalmally gents match 
secretary Tony Graham said: 
‘One of the silver linings of 

the Covid cloud has been the 
injection of more fun into club 
golf.

‘With many open compe-
titions cancelled, clubs have 
been striving to � nd novel ways 
of � lling holes in the � xtures 

calendar. And at Dalmally 
last Sunday we pinched the 
Craignure idea – no doubt 
pinched from another club 
– and held our own par three 
competition.’

With the course creative-
ly adapted by voluntary 
greenkeeper Jim Livingstone 
and apprentice voluntary 
greenkeeper Martin O’Kee� e, 

the � ve par four holes were 
converted to par threes with 
di� erent tees for the front and 
back nine.

� e layout worked well and 
showed the course in a com-
pletely di� erent light. Because 
of careful tee positioning,  
members found themselves 
on parts of the course they’d 
rarely been before, playing 

shots they hadn’t previously 
experienced. To maximise the 
bene� t of the changes,  the 
club held three di� erent com-
petitions simultaneously, for 
ladies, gents and juniors.

� e ladies competition was 
won by Catriona O’Kee� e with 
an impressive score of 58, while 
Maud Marshall was runner up 
on 62 and Alison Livingstone 
closely behind on 63.

� e gents competition was 
won by Lewis MacMillan with 
a nett 48. Runner up was Owen 
Moran nett 52 and in third 
place – and the only one old 
enough to buy a pint of beer 
in a pub – Phil Hemmings on 
nett 53.

Lewis also won the junior 
competition, with Owen 
runner up and Lewis’ brother 
Andrew in third place with 
nett 67. It was a great fun day 
and thanks go to club friends 
at Craignure. All members 
agreed this format should be-
come a regular on the � xtures 
list.

Following the latest update 
from the Scottish Government 
issued on � ursday October 7, 
the Scottish FA con� rmed the 
impact on Scottish football as a 
result of government guidance. 

Over 18s
All amateur football activity 

for those aged 18 and over is 
not permitted in the following 
health board areas:

� Ayrshire and Arran Health
Board, comprising East, 
North and South Ayrshire;
� Forth Valley Health
Board, comprising
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk 
and Stirling;
� Greater Glasgow and Clyde
Health Board, comprising 
Glasgow City, East 
Dunbartonshire, East
Renfrewshire, Inverclyde,
Renfrewshire and West
Dunbartonshire;
� Lanarkshire Health Board,
comprising North and South
Lanarkshire; and
� Lothian Health Board, 
comprising the City of 
Edinburgh, East Lothian, 
Midlothian, and West 
Lothian.
Scottish Government travel 

guidance is that individuals 
who live in a high risk health 
board area should not travel 
outside their health board 
area. � is guidance applies for 
players travelling for training 
or matches. Clubs not located 
within the � ve high risk local 
health board areas noted above 
can continue to train and 
play in line with the current 

Phase 3 Route Map Guidance. 
However, matches cannot be 
organised with any clubs lo-
cated within the � ve high risk 
health board areas.

Exemptions
� e Scottish Government has 

advised of an exemption for 
professional sport. � is covers 
teams who take part in the fol-
lowing competitions - Scottish 
Professional Football League, 
Highland League, Lowland 
League, West of Scotland 
Leagues, East of Scotland 
Leagues, South of Scotland 
League, North Caledonian 
League and Scottish Junior FA 
leagues. 

� e only leagues not exempt 
are the amateur leagues, which 
seems a bit unfair as all leagues 
have to adhere to the same 
strict SFA match day protocols, 
the same as the amateurs.

Under 18s 
Teams, with players aged 17 

and under, located within the 
� ve high risk health board 
areas can only take part in 
training or matches within the 
same health board area.

Players who live within a 
high risk health board area 
should not travel outwith that  
health board area for training 
or matches as per Scottish 
Government guidance.

Teams, with players aged 17 
and under, located in any non-
high risk health board area can 
organise training or matches 
within any other non-high risk 
health board area.

� ese restrictions were put in 

Scottish amateur football in turmoil
place on Saturday October 10 
and will remain in place until 
midnight on Sunday October 
25  at the earliest.

� e Argyll and Bute teams 
involved in the Central 
Scottish AFL, Caledonian 
AFL and the Greater Glasgow 
AFL are still permitted to 
train and play games because 
they are in NHS Highland, 
one of the health boards not  
a� ected by the suspension, 
but unfortunately most of the 
teams they play against are 
from the health board areas 
where amateur football has 
been suspended.

To keep their players active, 
Oban Saints � rst team took on 
the second team in a friendly 
match played at the 3G com-
munity pitch at Oban high 
school last Saturday. 

Both teams were several play-
ers short for various reasons 
but the boys that did take part 
got much needed game time 
under their belts. 

� e second team put up a 
brave performance, before 
going down 8-3. Central 
Scottish squad scorers were 
David Beaton (2), James Ford 
(2), Dene Cassells, Cammy 
Hill, Gavin Forgrieve and 
James Beaton. On target for 
the Greater Glasgow team 
were Fraser MacFarlane, Lewis 
Buchanan and young Zander 
Craik. � e game was played 
under the strict SFA match day 
protocols, with no changing 
facilities, no showers and no 
spectators.

VISITUS
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k

MacPhee and Partners are pleased to wel-
come Liz MacKay as a Solicitor in their 
Oban office. Liz has recently moved to the 
area, from Edinburgh, bringing with her over 
20 years of experience in advising a range 
of clients about Wills, Powers of Attorney 
and Executries.  She has dealt with a variety 
of issues, such as finding homes for a par-
rot and a budgie (separately), tracing dis-
tant family members in far flung places and 
clearing houses where hoarding had been 
taken to the extreme. 
Whilst Liz’s relocation is recent, she has 
been visiting the area for many years and 
has strong family links to the Kintyre area, 
where her husband is from.  Liz spent the 
first half of her life in Renfrewshire and has 
visited Argyll many times.  She is looking 
forward to being able to explore the area 
and getting involved in the local community.
In recent years, Liz has developed a keen 
interest in assisting and advising older peo-
ple.
“I am a member of Solicitors for the Elderly, 
a national group of lawyers who specialise in 
issues affecting older clients.  I have under-
taken specialist training in the softer skills, 
to help older people navigate the complex 
world we live in and to make sure that I con-
sider their particular needs.  I also require to 
be an expert on the law, such as deciding 
if someone has the required mental capac-
ity to make decisions for themselves and to 
try to prevent financial, emotional or other 
abuse. I have acted for many people who 
can no longer manage their affairs them-
selves; arranging for proper care for them or 
for a move to a nursing home. If you do not 
have any family to help you, finding some-
one you can trust, to make sure everything 
is taken care of, is important.
At the start of lockdown, some elderly 
people were told that, if they were taken 
ill suddenly with a stroke or heart attack, 
they would be better off being treated at 
home, rather than in a hospital, where 
they would be at risk of catching Covid-19. 
I had one client who was encouraged to 
sign a form saying that, if they were un-
conscious, they were not to be taken to 
hospital and were to keep this at home for 

the paramedics if they were called.  This 
was not an easy decision to make but 
they felt under pressure to do so. We talk-
ed through the issues so that they could 
make the right decision for them.
While we are not yet free of the pandemic, 
it has brought home to me how important 
it is for people to really consider what they 
would want to happen, in the event of a 
sudden illness or towards the end of their 
lives, and who would make those vital de-
cisions for them if they could not do so 
themselves. It is far better to look at the is-
sues, calmly and with proper advice, than 
to put pressure on your family or friends 
to try to guess what you would want, or to 
be given a treatment that you do not want. 
This is an area where the law and practice 
are developing and Scotland is helping 
to lead the way forward by developing an 
easy to complete form, for people to re-
cord their wishes, which will form part of 
their medical notes and be accessible by 
the people who need to know this infor-
mation, perhaps at a critical time.”
If you would like to have a chat with Liz 
about how she can help you, or an elder-
ly parent, relative or friend, please call our 
Oban office on 01631 562308 or email Liz at 
lizmackay@macphee.co.uk 
Liz joins our highly experienced Private Cli-
ent team and works alongside Billie Smith in 
Oban, with Olivia Bridge, Mairi Hendrie and 
Katy Mackin in our Fort William office (con-
tact: 01397 701000).

MacPhee & Partners is a trading name of MacPhee & Partners LLP a Limited Liability Partnership registered in 
Scotland (SO305286) and having its Registered Offi ce at Airds House, An Aird, Fort William, PH33 6BL
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Woman jailed 
after police 
assault in Oban

Good deed for neighbour 
leads to penalty points

A woman has been sentenced 
to three months in prison for 
an assault on a police o�cer.

Nadia McCartney, aged 24, 
of 6 Rhuvaal Road, appeared 
from custody at Oban Sheri� 
Court on Wednesday October 
7.

She pled guilty to two 
charges dating to July 25 at 
12 Burnside Court where she 
behaved in a threatening or 
abusive manner.

On the same date, she also 
admitted assault on a police 
o�cer in Miller Road by 
repeatedly kicking and butting 
him on the body.

David Glancy, procurator 
�scal, told the hearing that 
at 9pm other residents in 
the �ats became aware of a 
woman screaming, shouting 
and swearing, saying ‘open the 
door’ and ‘help me’.

�e incident caused residents 
‘considerable distress’ who 
were concerned that it was 
something sinister going on 
domestically, he said.

Unable to get in the �at, one 
resident in particular became 
increasingly concerned for her 
welfare and ran onto Miller 
Road and began shouting to 
attract her attention to the 
window, said Mr Glancy.

Mr Glancy said police were 
called and McCartney’s ‘loud 
distress’ was due to her state of 
drunkenness.

O�cers found her unsteady 
on her feet, slurring and smell-
ing of alcohol and making no 
sense, he said.

She also became increasingly 
belligerent towards one o�cer 
in particular, said Mr Glancy.

She was sitting on the ground 
and threw her head back strik-
ing his leg and then started 
kicking out that particular 
o�cer, the court was told.

Jane McLaren, defending, 
told the court that her client 
had become very distressed in-
side the �at a�er her boyfriend 
locked her in and then le� the 
property.

�e defendant had been 
trying to get out and had also 
been unsure of why the police 
had decided to arrest her, said 
Mrs McLaren.

�e court was told that 
McCartney had been due to 
leave prison on November 30.

Sheri� Patrick Hughes said 
the o�ences had been com-
mitted while she was subject 
to a bail order from courts in 
Dumbarton and Oban, and 
that an assault on the police 
had to be treated seriously.

He sentenced her to three 
months in prison.

A 27-year-old man has been 
�ned for going to the aid of a 
neighbour’s cattle on the Isle of 
Mull.

A police o�cer saw Donald 
Martin, of 4 Millbrae, Mull, 
driving a quad bike on the 
Old Track Road near to the 
A849 when the accused was 
disquali�ed.

David Glancy, Procurator 
Fiscal, told the court that in 
order to be where he was, 
Martin would have had to have 
travelled on the A road, which 
he was banned from doing.

Martin pled guilty that on 
October 10 last year, he drove 
while disquali�ed and had no 
insurance.

He was represented by Kevin 
McGinness, who said the police 
o�cer herself was unsure of the 
status of the road and it had not 
been a ‘�agrant’ breach.

Martin had been passing 
the area in a car driven by his 
father and they had noticed 
cattle out and he had taken the 
decision to lead them back to 
safety using the quad bike.

He believed it was legal to 
do so as it was a private road. 
‘�ere was a genuine need and 
his motivation was his concern 
for his neighbour’s cattle,’ said 
Mr McGinness.

Martin was �ned £150 for 
driving while disquali�ed and 
his licence was endorsed with 
six penalty points. For driving 
with no insurance, he was �ned 
£80.

Man �ned over 
noti�cation failure
A man required to abide by 
the Sexual O�ences Act 2003 
has been �ned £100 for not 
doing so.

William Beaton, aged 57, 
of 17 Lismore Crescent, 
Dunollie, faced a single 
charge dating between April 
1 and June 21, 2019.

He pleaded guilty to having 
failed to notify the police 

of a new bank account card 
within three days without 
reasonable excuse.

Procurator Fiscal David 
Glancy described Beaton as 
a ‘low risk’ and that he had 
willingly ‘declared’ the bank 
account to police, but had 
simply failed to do so within 
the timeframe required by 
the act.

Beaton had apologised 
for failing to do so and was 
ordered to pay the �ne o� at 
the rate of £20 a fortnight.

Being aggressive 
costs Connel man
A man has been �ned £300 
for acting in an aggressive 
manner.

Neil O’Hara, aged 42, of 
11 Powell Place, Connel, 
appeared before Oban 
Sheri� Court  on October 
7, having pled guilty to a 
single charge.

He admitted that on 
August 14 this year he 

placed his partner in a 
state of fear and alarm by 
repeatedly striking a door 
with his hands and uttering 
threats of violence.

O’ Hara, who had no 
previous convictions, was 
also told to pay a victim 
surcharge of £20.

Sheri� Patrick Hughes 
said that the o�ence was 
aggravated by an element 
of domestic abuse which 
had to be taken seriously by 
the courts.
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� ere is a kenspeckle icon of 
Oban’s compelling maritime 
history that is enjoying a 
splendid renaissance, albeit 
one of a radically di� erent 
sort from that with which it is 
synonymous.

� e former Northern 
Lighthouse Board vessel 
Fingal is wowing visitors 
in its new role as a � oating 
luxury hotel at the port of 
Leith, where it is berthed close 
to Ocean Terminal and the 
Royal Yacht Britannia.

� e Fingal has been trans-
formed into its current mag-
ni� cent condition courtesy of 
a £5 million makeover, which 
has resulted in wholesale 
changes, though many of the 
ship’s original features have 
been retained and augmented.

� e metamorphosis has 
been overseen by Oban man 
Bob Downie, chief executive 
of � e Royal Yacht Britannia 
Charitable Trust, which took 
ownership of the vessel in July 
2014 following six years of 

negotiations with the previ-
ous owner, a� er having been 
approached in 2008 to e� ect a 
transfer of ownership of what 
at that time was named the 
Windsor Castle.

She opened in January 2019 
as a hotel, but, says Bob, it was 
April or May before the � n-
ishing touches were complete. 

‘We had an interesting jour-
ney during the conversion,’ he 
admits. ‘It was much harder 
than we had imagined but we 
got there and then, of course, 
Covid came along.

‘We reopened on July 2 and 
it’s been pretty good since. We 
did really well in August with 
nearly 60 per cent occupancy 

and the food and beverage 
side going well. In fact, the 
Michelin inspectors were 
here recently so we’re praying 
that we might get a good 
recommendation.’

� e food, it must be said, is 
excellent in part because the 
menu is not too extensive. 
Bob explains: ‘� e economics 

of it mean we can’t do much 
more but what we do, we do 
very well and our high teas are 
superb.’

� e attention to detail for 
the conversion has been 
staggering, with decks 
stripped out completely and 
rebuilt with luxury cabins, 
and a sumptuous ballroom or 
function suite created in the 
bow area.

A whole new deck has been 
added on top to accommodate 
the Lighthouse Restaurant 
and Bar, with an open area 
o� ering a wonderful place to 
sit and contemplate the Leith 
waterfront and policies.

� e retention of the original 
engine room, however, was 
insisted upon by Bob and has 
augmented interest among 
visitors, especially those for-
mer crew members who have 
toured the vessel. ‘Ex-crew 
get quite emotional when 
they tour the whole ship but 
especially the engine room 
as there is still a hint of diesel 
in the air and also because it 
was such a landmark until it 
le�  Oban in 1996. I was one of 

those who grew up seeing it all 
the time.

‘We still have the original 
log books and an album of 
old photos and new ones that 
chronicle the conversion. 
We’ve also kept some of the 
original features such as the 
brass telegraphs.’

He adds:’ If you speak to 
anyone who grew up on the 
west coast of Scotland over 
the 36 years or so that the 
Fingal served the Highlands 
and Islands, they’ll talk with 
fondness about such a beauti-
ful ship.

‘� e fact that Fingal has 
been saved and preserved for 
the next 20, 30, 50 years or 
whatever, when most classic 
ships end up being scrapped, 
is an aspect of which I’m 
particularly proud.’

� e Royal Yacht Britannia 
Charitable Trust is a heritage 
charity that is self-funding 
and receives no government 
money. ‘We’re quite unusual 
in that way,’ says Bob. ‘With 
Fingal, we wanted to invest in 
something that was separate 
from Britannia but comple-

Whatever fl oats your boat

The Fingal is wowing visitors in its new role as a � oating luxury hotel, docked in Leith.

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk
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The attention to detail for the conversion is stunning. Above, 
the Lighthouse Bar; centre, the ballroom; right, afternoon 
tea aboard Fingal has been proving very popular; below 
right, the Classic Cabin – perfect luxury for a spellbinding 
night or two; far right, the luxury Duplex bathroom.

mentary and had a synergy 
with what we’re doing there.

‘What we do, we do really 
well. �e Britannia was this 
year voted the UK’s number 
one visitor attraction and we’re 
working to maintain those 
standards.

‘We spent a year planning the 
Fingal conversion and fretted 
over the tiniest details. It’s a 
hard journey to seek perfec-
tion. As long as people have 

enough con�dence to give 
themselves a treat, the Fingal 
will do �ne.’

Booking Fingal
Supper and Stay packages 
aboard Fingal are from £260 
per night for two people 
sharing a Classic Cabin. �e 
package includes dinner and 
breakfast. To book, go to www.
�ngal.co.uk or call 0131 357 
5000.



the West Coast of Scotland 
is one of the last remaining 
strongholds.

Jane Dodd, NatureScot 
marine operations o�  cer, said: 
‘We have been observing and 
monitoring the egg for a year 
and a half so to see it hatch suc-
cessfully and be released back 
into the ocean was a wonderful 
moment.

‘It has been really exciting to 
witness the development of the 
embryo each week from just a 
large yolk, to an embryo with a 
small beating tail and � nally to 
a baby skate completely � lling 
the egg capsule.

‘We still know very little 
about the lives of � apper skate, 
for example how o� en they 
breed, and where and when 
they lay eggs.

‘� e total gestation of the egg 
was 535 days so it is similar to 
that of Orca and Sperm whales.

‘Knowing the length of time 
that eggs take to hatch is a 
really useful piece of informa-

tion for understanding the life 
history of � apper skate which 
will in turn improve how we 
are able to protect them.’

Steven Benjamins of SAMS 
said: ‘We have been photo-
graphing the egg every week 
on a light box to observe the 
development of the embryo.

‘A few months ago we started 
to wonder if the embryo was 
large enough to hatch so we set 
up video camera recording 24 
hours a day to try and capture 
the moment.

‘We were able to record some 
lovely footage of the moment 
the baby skate swam out of the 
egg case.’

Anglers travel from all over 
the world to Oban to � sh for 
� apper skate on a strictly catch 
and release basis, contributing 
to vital research.

Jane added: ‘Angling has in-
creased our knowledge of � ap-
per skate immensely. Anglers 
have been tagging skate and 
recording their recaptures for 
decades and their data helped 
justify the designation of the 

Loch Sunart to the Sound of 
Jura Marine Protected Area for 
� apper skate.

‘In fact it was skate charter 
skippers, Paul Timoney and 
Graeme Sands, who delivered 
the skate egg to us and we are 
extremely grateful to them for 
that.

‘Very occasionally female 
skate spontaneously release 
eggs when they are li� ed onto 
the deck of angling vessels for 
measuring.

‘Paul knew I was keen to 
collect an egg to observe it and 
he was able to save it for me.’

� e egg was immediately 
transferred to the aquarium 
at SAMS where it was kept at 
10C below surface water tem-
perature to simulate the tem-
perature at around 30-metres 
where eggs have been observed 
until it hatched.

It was released close to the 
spot where the mother was 
captured and released last year.

Female � apper skate grow 
to a maximum length of over 
two-metres 30cm and are 
estimated to live for around 50 
years.

Once hatched in the wild 
empty skate and ray egg cases 
o� en wash up on beaches 
where they can be spotted in 
the strandline.

Flapper skate egg cases are 
easily recognisable because 
they are the largest of all the 
skate and ray egg cases at 14-
28cm long and 10-14cm wide.
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A critically-endangered � ap-
per skate has been successfully 
cared for and hatched in cap-
tivity in what is thought to be 
a ‘world � rst’ for the species.

� e skate egg has been 
looked a� er by NatureScot 
and the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) 
and hatched at its aquarium 
a� er a gestation period run-
ning to 18 months.

It is thought to be the � rst 
time a � apper skate egg has 
been cared for from laying to 
hatching - allowing scientists 
to accurately con� rm the 
gestation of the species for the 
� rst time.

� e hatchling, a male 
measuring just 27cm long, 
was immediately released 
into the sea from Loch Sunart 
to the Sound of Jura Marine 
Protected Area.

Despite its name, the com-

mon or � apper skate has been 
listed as ‘critically endan-
gered’ since 2006 as a result of 

over� shing. Flapper skate are 
described as ‘extinct’ across 
much of their range, although 

‘World fi rst’ as endangered 
skate hatches near Oban

Left, the � apper 
skate is prepared 
for release; above, 
� apper skate egg 
pictured in April 
2019. Photograph: Jane 

Dodd/NatureScot; , and 
right, the moment 
of hatching. Photograph: 

SAMS/NatureScot

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

The Flapper 
Skate on the 
sea � oor after 
it was released. 
Photograph: Karen 

Boswarva

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000



Stick with it. For yourselves and each other.

#WeAreScotland gov.scot/coronavirus

Don’t go for one last shop or wait for a 
test result. Support is available and you 
may be eligible for financial assistance of up
to £500* if you are on a low income and 
are asked to self-isolate by Test & Protect. 
For more information call the National 
Helpline on 0800 111 4000. 

*Terms and conditions apply.

You should self-isolate if:
•  You or anyone at home has symptoms

•  Just back from a country on the 
quarantine list

•  You have been advised to by the NHS

Face
coverings

Avoid
crowds

Clean
hands

Two
metres

Self
isolate
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BUSINESS NEWS

A 42-year-old family business is branching out with the 
next generation and the Tiree community taking on the 
responsibility for various o� shoots.

Earlier this year Angus (Harry) and Catriona MacLennan 
of island-based MacLennan Motors decided to retire and 
hand over their self-built business, which now incorpo-
rates a conglomerate of three separate services.

� e Tiree side of the company, which includes the garage 
at the Pierhead, started by Harry in 1978, is now being run 
by Shamus MacArthur and will continue to serve island 
residents and visitors.

� e fuel supply was added in 1992 along with Tiree Car 
Hire with its busy shop providing various services.

� e MacLennan’s daughter Carrie has taken over the 
latter, while Tiree Community Trust will take over the fuel 
service to the island and have funding for a new purpose 
built station at Crossapol which is due to open in 2021.

Carrie has plans to change the shop to provide a sand-
wich bar with a gi�  shop whilst continuing the car hire 
provision.

� e freight side of the business is now in the capable 
hands of son Stewart who will take the business into the 
future and continue to provide the transportation of goods 
to the islands of Tiree, Coll, Colonsay and Mull.

Catriona MacLennan told � e Oban Times: ‘As an island 

Business groups have issued dire warnings 
about the impact of new 16-day restrictions on 
Scotland’s hospitality sector which came into 
force on Friday October 9.

� e Scottish Chambers of Commerce said 
the clampdown on selling alcohol indoors  
would ‘spell the death knell’ for many, while 
the Scottish Tourism Alliance (STA) called 
them ‘nothing short of devastating’.

From Friday Ocotber 9 until Sunday October 
25 inclusive, equivalent to a fortnight and 
three weekends, tougher measures have been 
brought in nationally and further restrictions  
imposed across � ve health boards.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon warned coro-
navirus cases are on the rise – with the largest 
weekly death total in Scotland since June.

More than one in � ve people contacted by 
Test and Protect had visited a hospitality 
setting which posed a ‘particular risk’ of 
transmitting the virus, she said.

She apologised for the ‘signi� cant’ impact 
the new restrictions would have and pledged 
a new £40 million fund to support businesses 
a� ected.

However, Marc Crothall, chief executive of 
the STA, said the sector had invested signif-
icantly in adapting premises to create a safe 
experience for customers. � ey had adhered 
to government guidance and many had gone 
above and beyond what was required, he said.

‘We are acutely aware of the delicate balance 
between protecting public health and the 
economy. � e reality is, however, that many 
businesses will not be able to trade at a level 
over the next few weeks which would sustain 
them through the next couple of months and 
may not be economically viable beyond this 
year.’

He said businesses had already reported 
taking cancellations.

Dr Liz Cameron, of the Scottish Chambers 
of Commerce, said: ‘Restaurants and hotels, 

Catriona and Harry MacLennan celebrate their retirement with son Stewart, far left, and the MacLennan Motors 
workforce.

Groups’ warning latest 16-day 
crackdown will be ‘devastating’ 

while remaining open, will also be constrained 
on what they can provide and this will place a 
large dent in their already reduced income.

‘Closures and restrictions will severely damp 
down any signs of life in our town centres, 
particularly in the central belt health board 
areas, which have already been devastated by 
o�  ces still remaining closed, cancellation of 
Christmas markets and other major events.

‘While the stay local message may align with 
public health messaging, it will impact nation-
wide support for hospitality businesses during 
the October holiday period.

‘� e knock-on impact will mean tough de-
cisions, including the risk of potentially more 

redundancies.’ First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
said pubs, bars, restaurants and cafes will be 
able to operate indoors on a ‘very restricted’ 
basis.

It means that between 6am-6pm, they can 
provide food and non-alcoholic drinks only.

Hotel restaurants will be able to operate be-
yond 6pm, but only for residents and without 
serving alcohol indoors.

� e current regulations and limits on meet-
ing a maximum of six people from two house-
holds in indoor public places still applies.

Bars, pubs, restaurants and cafes can con-
tinue to serve alcohol outdoors up to 10pm, 
subject to the 6/2 rule.

Exceptions will be made for weddings already 
booked and funerals, said the First Minister.

Due to high levels of infection, stricter 
restrictions are in place across � ve health 
board areas – Greater Glasgow and Clyde, 
Lanarkshire, Ayrshire and Arran, Lothian and 
Forth Valley.

In these areas, all licensed premises – with 
the exception of hotels for residents – will be 
required to close indoors and outdoors.

Takeaways will be permitted and hotels will 
remain open for residents.

Mrs Sturgeon added: ‘I know the vast major-
ity of pubs, bars and restaurants have worked 
exceptionally hard over the last few months to 
ensure the safety of their sta�  and customers. I 
am grateful to them for that.

‘I know the measures we are proposing 
today, although they are temporary, will have 
a signi� cant impact on many businesses and I 
am sorry for that. 

‘But since the government is placing an 
obligation on businesses, we also have an 
obligation to help them � nancially.’

� e total number of registered deaths linked 
to Covid in Scotland is at 4,276 with 20 deaths 
registered in the last week – the highest since 
late June, she said.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon.

‘Many businesses will not be able 
to trade at a level over the next 
few weeks which would 
sustain them through the next 
couple of months.’

Family fi rm’s new era

SHOP LOCAL • EAT LOCAL • SUPPORT LOCAL
#ObanMinded

Making Oban the 
place to stay, explore 

and spend!
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Unemployment has increased across the 
Highlands and Islands faster than the rest of 
Scotland, according to new research.

Analysis by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) showed that across 
the region a total of 16,175 people were 
unemployed in July – nearly double that of 
July 2019.

� e region’s unemployment rate was at 5.7 
per cent compared to 2.4 per cent in 2019.

Unemployment is thought to be running at 
its highest in Argyll and the Islands (7.2 per 
cent) and Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross 
(7.3 per cent).

Youth unemployment region-wide also rose 
from 9.3 to 9.9 per cent, the report found.

� e � gures are contained in a new 20-page 
report looking at the impact of Covid on 
the Highlands and Islands. It found Argyll 
and Bute also has the highest rate of ‘jobs 
at risk’ in the whole of Scotland due to 
larger numbers of people being employed in 
vulnerable sectors.

� ese include accommodation, food and 
retail which are sectors ‘most exposed’ to the 
economic e� ects of the coronavirus.

As a result, the Highlands and Islands will 
su� er a ‘disproportionate impact’ compared 
to other parts of the country, the report 
concluded.

GDP in 2020 is forecast to fall between 
£1.5bn and £2.6bn with a warning that ‘full 
recovery’ is unlikely until 2023.

Report fi nds highest rates in Argyll, 
Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross

operating business, we understand the needs of the locals 
and have always endeavoured to give them a good,  regular 
service which, going forward in Stewart’s hands, I am sure 
will always be the ethos of the business.’

� e handover took place earlier this month and from 
now on the head o�  ce of the freight and the MacLennan 
Motors Limted name will be based in Crannog Lane, 
Oban.

Despite having no intention of working for the family 
business, Stewart has worked with the company for 10 
years now and already overseas the day-to-day working 
of the company and is excited to take it forward into the 
future.

‘When I le�  university, I travelled America for a couple 
of years as a football coach before returning to Glasgow 
and working for Rangers for 10 years,’ explained Stewart.

‘I really enjoyed working in the sports industry and it 
was something I wanted to pursue but for a number of 
reasons it never materialised.

‘In 2010 my mother asked for some help in Oban where I 
relocated to before moving back to Tiree with my wife and 
starting a family.

‘Growing up as a youngster, not for one minute did I ever 
think I would become the owner of the family business.

‘My vision is to build on what we have at the moment 

Catriona and Harry MacLennan celebrate their retirement with son Stewart, far left, and the MacLennan Motors 
workforce.

Tourism to the Highlands and Islands 
usually brings in £1.5 billion a year and 
14.4 million day visitors with more than 2.6 
million overnight visitors.

Brexit will also impact � ve of the six local 
authority areas in the Highlands and Islands, 
the report found.

� is is due to sectors being more dependent 
on migrant workers, EU grants and with 
more fragile populations, said the report.

Maree Todd, MSP for the Highlands 
and Islands, said the situation showed 
unemployment is a problem for the area and 
those in work but on low incomes are in a 
vulnerable � nancial situation, particularly if 
they have to self isolate when showing Covid 
symptoms.

� e Scottish Government has made a new 
£500 grant available to support people on 
low incomes who are having to self isolate. 
Applications open on Monday October 12 
and will be administered by local councils.

Ms Todd said the grant would ‘make a 
di� erence to people’ across the region.

It will be targeted at those who receive 
Universal Credit or legacy bene� ts, with 
some discretion to be made to others in 
� nancial hardship, she said. ‘We know the 
prevalence of COVID-19 is rising throughout 
the Highlands and Islands which means 
more and more people will be asked to 
self-isolate - a necessary step in suppressing 
the virus.

‘� e new Self-Isolation Support Grant will 
aid compliance, help slow the spread of the 
virus and keep our communities safe.’

Unemployment rising 
fastest across the 
Highlands and Islands

Family fi rm’s new era

with the aim of getting more work in and 
around Oban.  � e � rst step of this is our new 
operating depot which should be completed 
mid-November.’

Catriona also admitted to be slightly surprised 
at the way things have turned out.

‘To be able to sustain a living on a small island, 
one has to always be resourceful and Harry and 
I have always taken on new challenges to be able 
to live here and bring up our children,’ she said.

‘We did not expect that they would come 
back to live on the island and work within what 
became a family concern and eventually take it 
over from us.

‘Our son Ross and his wife Caroline have also 
been involved in the business over the years, so 
it has very much been a family a� air.

‘As the business grew and became quite 
complicated, it became evident it would have to 
be split up and we are delighted the way it has 
turned out.’

And as for the retiring couple, Harry will 
spend more time on his boat catching seafood 
and competing with the younger generation of 
� shermen on the island.

‘I will � nd it very hard to not have the business 
but it is time to move on, step back and � nd oth-
er challenges that interest me,’ added Catriona.

‘We have enjoyed our years growing the 
business and have been fortunate over the years 
to have worked with such loyal and helpful em-
ployees. We are grateful for all the support and 
business provided by communities on Tiree, 
Coll and Colonsay.

‘We wish Stewart, Carrie and Shamus every 
success in the future development of their 
businesses.’

Catriona and Stewart put pen to paper.

Do you have a business that, through no fault of 
your own, � nd yourself confronting various pressing 
business problems as a direct result of the government 
restrictions to quell the spread of COVID-19?

CALL OUR DEDICATED HELPLINE
There are various options available to businesses and 
if you need a sounding board or to speak to a � nancial 
expert about your options, we are here to listen and 
o� er free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

4 High Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478
168 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000

{                                      }Wylie & Bisset  are giving free business 
advice to steer Scottish businesses through 

the Coronavirus post lock down

Call now on 
0141 566 7096



� e Oban Times
Thursday 15 October 202020 YOUR VIEWS

OT

LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd AileinEdinburgh Woollen Mill’s 
woes are felt by us all

In search of Wrens
I am looking for ex Wrens – anyone who joined 
during 1947-81 and trained at HMS Dauntless 
(Reading). I’m compiling a searchable, accessible 
archive of divisional ‘class’ photographs that 
only ex-wrens may access. Our Facebook group 
encourages old friends to be rediscovered, mem-
ories to be shared and new friendships/support 
groups formed, sharing photographs of adven-
tures and escapades. It has brought isolated ladies 
together, occasionally o� ered moral support and 
given us things to think and talk about.

� irty thousand wrens trained at HMS 
Dauntless during the 34 years in operation. � ere 
were approximately 40 divisions (classes) per 
year which means a rough total of 1,360 classes.

If you were, or know any ladies who were in the 
Wrens, please get in touch with us because we’d 
love to hear from you and, quite possibly, give the 
opportunity to reconnect with old classmates.

Mandy Whitham, Co-ordinator Dauntless 
Div Photos 47-81, ddpwrens@gmail.com 

Clergy o� ered no assistance
I read with great interest the letter by Angus 
MacDonald in regard to help for the churches. 

I am the Parish Priest of both Arisaig and 
Morar Parishes with � ve churchs and three 
houses to maintain and care for with weekly col-

Oban � u jab operation praise
Massive praise for whoever was responsible for 
the organisation of the � u jab operation at the 
Corran Halls, Oban. From beginning to end, 
the system worked like clockwork.

From car park attendants to those adminis-
tering the jabs, everyone was without exception 
courteous and professional. Well done everyone. 
� ank you.

Moira Lang, Shennachie, Oban.

More support required
� e SNP must do more to support the hospital-
ity industry.

� e Scottish Conservatives will always sup-
port measures which protect public health but 
with the new restrictions announced recently, 
the SNP must outline speci� c details of what 
� nancial support is available to protect the jobs 
and businesses a� ected. Scottish Conservatives 
have a bold plan for jobs – the SNP must start 
matching our ambition. � e people of Scotland 
need urgent action so they can continue to 
provide for themselves and their family.

Councillor Alastair Redman, Kintyre and 
Islands ward.

lections now of around £300. I have been under 
enormous pressure trying to make ends meet. 
My congregations are small and with Covid 
restrictions the income has fallen dramatically. 
We do not receive any help from external sourc-
es and have to maintain our parishes from the 
donations we receive. 

I have applied to Highland Council for help but 
was told that places of worship do not qualify for 
any assistance. I have written to our councillors 
asking for help and was told to contact Kate 
Forbes MSP. I have contacted Kate Forbes and 
got a response in which she asks me to contact 
our councillors. 

If we want our churches to continue to exist, 
places where we celebrated baptisms of our 
children, weddings, places where we give our 
� nal farewells to those who passed away, we 
need to show to the government that churches 
still play a role in people’s lives. A lot of people 
have found comfort and help in their religious 

congregations during this terrible time.
To add to the sadness and stress, my personal 

income has fallen as well. Unlike Church of 
Scotland ministers, Catholic clergy receives a 
monthly salary of £250, while the church pro-
vides provisions and accommodation. 

I am fully aware that everyone has been a� ect-
ed economically, so I do not expect people to 
make a bigger contributions. I am always grate-
ful for their generosity. What I am upset about 
is that despite the fact that I submit my annual 
tax returns and pay taxes, according to HMRC, 
I am neither employed nor self-employed and 
do not qualify for any kind of Covid support. 

Yes, sometimes I feel as If I am becoming 
obsolete, invisible, no longer needed and under 
tremendous pressure. It is people of good will 
who keep me going, and for that I am thankful 
every day.

Fr Stanislaw Pamula, Catholic Diocese 
Argyll & Isles – Arisaig & Morar.

’S iomadh neach feadh na dùthcha a bhios a’ fair-
eachadh taingeil nach eil uallach an Riaghaltais 
orrasan a thaobh a bhith a’ co-dhùnadh mar is 
còir riaghailtean smachdachaidh air sgapadh a’ 
choròna-bhìorais a shuidheachadh. Fhad ’s a tha 
mi a’ sgrìobhadh seo tha deasbadan feargach a’ 
beothachadh thar ceann a tuath Shasainn mun 
ìre ’s gum bheil an sluagh agus gnìomhachasan 
gan cuingealachadh.  Gu mì-� ortanach, agus 
a dh’aindeoin an cuid cruais, chan eil coltas 
gum bheil na bacaidhean sin ag obrachadh is an 
àireamh air am bheil an galair a’ sìor dhol am 
meud. Le barrachd ghnìomhachasan a’ dùnadh 
ri linn dìth malairt tha mìltean an impis an 
cuid cosnaidh a chall, rud a tha na adhbhar 
dragha mòr. Tuigear argamaid an Riaghaltais 
nach tèid aig an Stàit air a h-uile buidheann is 
cosnadh a dhìon, ach ann am beachd mhòran 
de luchd-poilitigs ionadail theagamh nach eil 
tuigse da-rìribh aig buill an Riaghaltais air ìrean 
bochdainn nan coimhearsnachdan dha nach eil 
iad a’ tabhann, mar thaice dhan � eadhainn a 
tha a’ call an obair, ach a-mhàin dà thrian den 
tuarastal àbhaisteach. Ciamar a ghabhas leithid 
sin a leasachadh is � os gum bheil na � achan 
mòra a th’ air an rìoghachd mar-thà dol a 
chiallachadh àrdachadh chìsean fad iomadh 
bliadhna romhainn? Air an làimh eile nach eil  
dleastanas air a h-uile riaghaltas a chuid sluaigh 
a dhìon bho bhochdainn mar chunnart sam 

bith eile, agus tha seo a’ toirt droch bhuaidh air 
slàinte-inntinn dhaoine mar-thà. 

Gun teagamh bidh smachd � aotainn air 
a’ choròna-bhìoras an urra gu mòr ri mar a 
leanas sinne mar shluagh na riaghailtean agus 
a’ chomhairle a bheir eòlaichean dhuinn tron 
Riaghaltas, ach tha e air leth cudromach gum 
bheil na stiùiridhean sin soilleir, furasta an tuig-
sinn, agus an cumail air chuimhne. Ann a bhith 
a’ feuchainn ris an eaconamaidh nàiseanta a 
dhìon tha an Riaghaltas a’ cur bhacaidhean an 
sàs air sgìrean anns am bheil a’ bhìoras a’ dol am 
meud, agus tha sin a’ ciallachadh mì-thuigse mu 
na h-iomaill aig na sgìrean bacaidh sin mu càite 
bheil riaghailt a’ stad is tèile a’ tòiseachadh. 

Is minig a thog fear-rogha diù tha sean-� acal 
ag innse dhuinn, agus gu cinnteach ged is math 
a’ chomhairle a bhith a’ taghadh na slighe as 
sàbhailte chan e sin a bhios daoine idir a’ dèan-
amh gu bitheanta. Ged a tha na riaghailtean a 
thathas a’ suidheachadh oirnn ’s dòcha soirbh 
gu leòr an tuigsinn ’s iad na molaidhean, far 
am bheil roghainn air � àgail againn � ìn feairt 
a ghabhail neo a dhiùltadh, an duilgheadas as 
motha. � a an dùbhlan sin a’ fàs nas motha mar 
is � aide thèid bacaidhean glasaidh is eile air 
adhart! Chan eil farmad agam ri luchd-deilbh 
poileasaidh, ach tha mi a’ guidhe lèirsinn 
dhaibh!

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

� is week’s news that Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill (EWM) has � led ‘a notice of intent’ with 
the High Court to appoint administrators 
unless a rescue solution can be found within 
10 days is not good news.

EWM had warned it was su� ering under 
extremely challenging trading conditions 
before lockdown, so its current situation 
cannot be blamed solely on the pandemic and 
restrictions, but it certainly hasn’t helped.

Our thoughts are with the sta�  at the three 
Oban stores whose livelihoods have been put 
on the line.

Andy Spence, BID4Oban chief executive, 
said: ‘It would be a huge loss to the town if 
they did disappear.’

And he’s right, because if the EWM shops 
go it will send out ripples of concern to trad-
ers across Oban as its outlets tend to act as 
magnets, pulling people into the high street, 
people who go on to spend money in other 
businesses, such as restaurants, cafes and 
other retailers.

We hope EWM can � nd a solution, even it 
if means consolidating its stores, as its loss 
would de� nitely be Oban’s loss, and traders 
need to start feeling there is light at the end of 
this seemingly endless tunnel.
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DISTRICT NEWS

A £1 million project to upgrade the 
harbour at Colonsay ferry terminal 
was scheduled to start on Monday 
October 12.

Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL), which owns 
the ferry terminal, has appointed 
Renfrewshire-based NG Marine to 
carry out repairs to the concrete pier 
and to replace timber fenders.

� e ferry service will continue 
throughout the construction period.

CMAL and NG Marine have im-
plemented special measures to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
� e contractor and site works will be 
self-contained and working patterns 
have been arranged to minimise the 
number of trips on and o�  the island. 
Construction materials will be deliv-
ered in bulk to minimise journeys.

� e project is expected to take three 
months. Lee Rankin, civil engineer-
ing project manager at CMAL, said: 
‘We don’t want to delay the project 
because it’s needed to strengthen 
the existing pier and support a more 
reliable ferry service.’

Five members of Keep Oban Beautiful 
(KOB) met in Tesco’s car park on 
Sunday a� ernoon to clear rubbish 
along the bank behind the recycling 
bins between Gibraltar Place and the 
steps up to Glenshellach Terrace.

As usual, the mess which confront-
ed the team was varied, ranging from 
a garden seat, a tubular steel table, 

Members 
of the 
Keep Oban 
Beautiful 
Team busy 
picking up 
litter.

Two Oban High School pupils have 
won this year’s Poppy Scotland 
Learning Competition.

Archie Malloch and Ruaridh 
Blackadder designed a football strip 
and organised a football match to 
raise funds for the charity.

� e idea impressed the judges 
because of its links to the ‘Christmas 
Truce’ football match played between 
British and German troops in the 
trenches on Christmas Day during 
the First World War.

� e judging panel was also im-
pressed with the fundraising angle 
of their entry and that the boys had 
retired players taking part.

Argyll and Bute Council’s Policy 
Lead for Education Councillor 
Yvonne McNeilly said: ‘Well done 
Archie and Ruaridh. What a fan-
tastic idea. It’s important our young 
people remember the sacri� ces that 
were made in past con� icts and 
this concept is a lovely way to mark 
remembrance of these. Well done for 

Archie and Ruaridh's football strip 
design.

Summer winners in the Kilmore 
100 Club were: June - M Bowie and 
A Love; July - S Scott; August - J 
Battison and September - M Gri� en 
and A Spence.

CalMac sta�  have been personally 
thanked for their commitment and 
dedication to passengers and col-
leagues during the covid pandemic by 
Stuart McMillan MSP.

During a visit to the Gourock o�  ce, 
Mr McMillan met members of sta� , 
who explained how restrictions 
throughout the past six months 

helping to put Argyll and Bute on the 
map again.’

Peter Bain, Executive Head Teacher, 
said: ‘Our Remembrance service and 
the lessons and events leading up to 
it play a prominent part of our school 
calendar. � is fantastic achievement 
will add another layer of awareness 
to the events close upon us. Well done 
Archie and Ruaridh.’

their bit. � anks also to a young man 
called Kieron who saw us stacking 
the bags and o� ered to put them in 
his van and take them to the dump 
on Monday morning. Why do we and 
many others have to keep clearing up 
other people's rubbish? � at's another 
story to which there appears to be no 
answer,’ added Maurice.

Keep Oban Beautiful’s never-ending task
an ironing board, a pair of men's un-
derpants, a bum bag with wallet and, 
of course, vast numbers of alcohol 
bottles and cans.

KOB spokesperson Maurice 
Wilkins said: ‘We � lled a dozen or 
so sacks. � anks to Davie Walker, 
Naoko Mabon, Anna Smith and her 
son Rufus for turning out and doing 

Football game inspires 
poppy competition win

£1m Colonsay harbour 
work gets under way

Kilmore club winners
have impacted on their roles. He was 
impressed to hear the e� orts people 
employed by CalMac continue to 
make to ensure the service runs as 
normally as possible, whilst keeping 
people safe and well.

Mr McMillan’s visit happened as 
CalMac launched its Sta�  Gratitude 
Week, during which passengers are 

being encouraged to share their pos-
itive experiences of sailing with the 
company.

‘Clearly, sta�  have been very busy, 
whether working from o�  ces, boats 
or from home, Mr McMillan said. ‘I 
would like to pay tribute to all of the 
sta�  who have all been working so 
hard over the last number of months.

CalMac sta�  thanked for pandemic e� ort
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A sheepdog called Millie
IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

� ere is a gentleness and a sense of continuity 
which lingers among the old farms and cro� s on 
the south-facing, sunny side of Loch Sunart.  

Despite a huge increase in the number of 
vehicles on the passing highway compared with 
three decades ago, very little of the things that 
really matter in life have changed. � e long 
association with the land is as deep-rooted 
as ever and nowhere is this more so than at 
Camasachoirce – the Bay of the Corn – where 
generations of the Macpherson family have 
turned the soil and bred sheep and cattle for 
hundreds of years. 

Mr Donald Macpherson, or ‘Donnie 
Camasachoirce’ as he is a� ectionately known, 
is as � ne an example of a working cro� er to be 
found anywhere in the Highlands. Being given 
the name of the place where one has lived for a 
long time is an old custom hereabouts: Jimmy 
Ardery, John Carnoch, Alan Kilmalieu, Johnny 
Raeland, Jimmy Acharn, Murdoch Achleek, 
Neilly Rhemore and Sandy Bunalteachan are 
some well-used examples. 

Born on the cro�  90 years ago, Donnie  has 
lived nowhere else. His ancestors lie in the 
ancient burial isle of Eilean Fhianain (St Finan’s 
Isle) in Loch Shiel to which, when their time 
came, were carried from Camasachoirce up the 
old co�  n road by St Kieran’s Burn and through 
the foothills of Ben Resipole to Achanellan 
before being ferried to their � nal resting place.  

Groups of small cairns mark the time-hon-
oured spots where these corteges halted on their 
� ve-mile journey, sometimes for a few hours or 
occasionally the night in the short winter days.

Donnie’s family are no strangers to longev-
ity. His sister Betty, who lives not far away at 
Clovullin, married Donald Boyd whose ances-
tors sailed up Loch Linnhe with the Macleans to 
Ardgour close on 500 years ago a� er they were 
given a land charter from the MacDonald Lords 
of the Isles who lived at Ardtornish Castle.

Donnie’s � rst job on leaving school at 
Camusaine was as a shepherd on Laudale estate 
on the opposite side of Loch Sunart. He crossed 
in a rowing boat with his father who delivered 
mail to that part of Morvern six days a week, 

and travelled over to Glencripesdale by pony 
on alternate days – a distance of 12 miles in all 
weathers. In those days Laudale enjoyed the 
reputation of being one of the � nest farms in 
Argyll. � is was almost entirely due to Archibald 
Fletcher from Lochdonhead, Isle of Mull, and 
his son John Andrew who, from 1871 to 1948, 
were factors and tenants of Laudale respectively. 
� eir knowledge of cattle was unsurpassed, but 
it was Hugh Graham and his twin sons Dugald 
and John they relied on for the quality of the 
estate’s large sheep � ock. 

I o� en heard it said that when the sheep were 
gathered for a sale or some other important 
date in the hill calendar, John’s powers of ob-
servation and prodigious memory were so great 

that not only could he tell which hirsel every 
animal belonged to by their facial markings, but 
their parentage as well. Donnie was billeted at 
Liddesdale with John and his family. It was a 
wonderful apprenticeship and one that created 
in the young shepherd an interest in sheep 
which is as fresh today as it was 75 years earlier. 
Little wonder Donnie has been a leading light in 
the Acharacle Sheepdog Society and the Sunart 
and District Agricultural Society’s annual trials 
and shows which, much to his disappointment, 
were cancelled this year as a result of Covid.

Meeting Donnie not long ago, I asked him if 
he still kept sheep. ‘Yes Iain, I love my sheep and 
will have them until the day I die.’

‘And do you have a dog to herd them?’ I asked. 

‘I do indeed,’ came the ready reply. ‘When my 
old collie Meg died over a year ago, good friends 
and neighbours rallied round with their dogs, 
which later had me thinking that I really should 
have one of my own again to keep me company 
and to work what stock I have le� . � is place 
used to have 150 sheep and six cows, but making 
hay and attending to all the other work on the 
cro�  as well as having a full time job as a lorry 
driver with the old Argyll County Council, was 
not easy, so I parted with some of them. In July 

Donnie Macpherson and Millie from South 
Wales quickly became friends. Photograph 
taken at Camusachoirce, September 2020 by 
Iain Thornber.

 
FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 
15, 2020 are listed below with diff erences for major ports listed 
underneath. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

THURSDAY 
Sunny intervals and light winds
Temperatures 6°C to 12ºC.

FRIDAY 
Sunny intervals and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 6°C to 12ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and light winds
Temperatures 7ºC to 12ºC.
Sunday
Light cloud and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 7ºC to 11ºC.

WEATHER

HIGH LOW

12 6
MPH6

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

Thur 04.39 3.8 10.28 0.7 
 16.44 4.2 23.13 0.7
Fri 05.11 4.0 11.12 0.4 
 17.20 4.4 23.50 0.5
Sat 05.44 4.1 11.54 0.3 
 17.57 4.4 **.** *.*
Sun 00.27 0.4 06.18 4.2 
 12.38 0.2 18.34 4.4
Mon 01.06 0.5 06.56 4.1 
 13.22 0.4 19.12 4.2
Tues 01.47 0.6 07.35 4.0 
 14.08 0.6 19.51 3.8
Wed 02.30 0.9 08.17 3.7
 14.57 0.9 20.33 3.5 
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

this year I saw a dog for sale in the Scottish 
Farmer that I thought would suit me.  

‘Unfortunately I was too late, but with the 
farming community being the close-knit one it 
is the world-over, the advertiser kindly passed 
my interest on to another farmer in South Wales 
and we did a deal.’

 Donnie paid £700 for Millie and a further £100 
carriage for her to be delivered to Corran ferry 
where she was met and taken to Camasachoirce 
by his niece. ‘I was a bit worried that coming 
from almost 500 miles away and hearing a 
di� erent accent, Millie might not understand 
my commands but I needn’t have worried. From 
her � rst meeting with a parcel of Sunart ewes, it 
was as though she had been born and bred on 
the cro� . Not only that, we took to each other 
straight away.’  

It is well known in dog breeding circles that 
collies are among the most intelligent of all 
species. � eir quick thinking, enthusiasm and 
willingness to work has seen them win many 
awards by canine psychologists across the 
world. Amazingly, most collies can learn a new 
command in under � ve seconds and retain it. 
� ey even have an intense stare technique that 
intimidates livestock. Watching Donnie put 
Millie to work among his black-face sheep in the 
� elds below his house,  it was obvious she has all 
these attributes and a gentle nature which will 
suit each perfectly. 

I never leave Camasachoirce and a ceilidh with 
Donnie without thinking about a poem called, 
For the Old Highlands, written by Douglas 
Young (1913-73), a classical scholar, nationalist, 
conscientious objector and kilt wearer. 

‘� at old lonely, lovely way of living
 in Highland places – twenty years a-growing,
 twenty years � owering, twenty years declining 

– father to son, mother to daughter giving
 ripe tradition; peaceful bounty � owing;
 one harmony all tones of life combining, 
 old wise ways, passed like the dust blowing. 

‘� at harmony of folk and land is shattered, 
 the yearly rhythm of things, the social graces,
 peat-� re and music, candle-light and kindness.
 Now they are gone it seems they never mattered,
 much, to the world, those proud and violent
races,
 clansmen, and chiefs whose passioned greed
and blindness 
made desolate these lovely lonely places’. 

� ere is much to be said for a man who still 
lives and works in the place where he was born 
and continues to preserve the mores of the past.  
Such a one is Donnie Camasachoirce, shepherd, 
cro� er, tradition-bearer, dog-lover and Gaelic 
speaker. In the old Scots phrase: ‘Lang may his 
lum reek!’

We recognise one smilng face among these � ne gentleman, but perhaps someone would 
get in touch to tell us who the other men were and what was the occasion. Email editor@
obantimes.co.uk

We’re thinking Mod, Tobermory, but what year, and who are these smiling, kilted men, 
and what is the reason for them being in front of the camera? Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk if you know.

Left: John Graham, 1884-
1966, a renowned Argyll 
sheep man who passed on 
his knowledge to Donnie 
at Liddesdale with Annie 
Cameron his wife and 
and, below, when Donnie 
left school he worked at 
Laudale as a shepherd for 
the Fletcher family seen 
here in their car. The driver 
is Donald Graham, Strath, 
Laudale. Photographs supplied by 

Iain Thornber.
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Allan’s Mòd
ALLAN CAMPBELL

Robert’s Mòd
ROBERT ROBERTSON

� e second week in October: the week of the Royal National 
Mòd. In simpler times, I would be wakening up this morning 
in an Inverness hotel room, pulling on my kilt - perhaps 
having discarded it only a matter of hours earlier - and 
heading downstairs for a cooked breakfast to try and cure the 
tiredness, to give it its polite name, that follows a late night of 
singing, dancing and craic. 

In truth, I’m sitting in my � at in Glasgow missing out on 
the usual joy of reconnecting with folk I haven’t seen in a 
year. Nevertheless, I am thoroughly enjoying the Virtual 
Mòd that An Comunn Gàidhealach has put together in place 
of the real event. A cup of tea may not be my usual bever-
age of choice during Mòd week, but it is not all doom and 

gloom for Gaelic’s � agship event this strange year. Far from it. 
� e ease with which competitors can enter without having to 
travel has led to a signi� cant increase in overseas entries. And 
I don’t just mean the Western Isles! I adjudicated an adult’s 
competition with American entrants, a Dutch entrant and a 
German entrant. All of them gave lovely renditions of great 
Gaelic songs and seemed delighted to be part of the event in 
a way that may not have been possible for them in previous 
years. 

I am guessing it was easier for them to � lm their performance 
in their own living room than � ying all the way to Inverness. 

� ere was also a high turn out of Scottish entrants and it was 
great to see some familiar faces. 

� e junior section I adjudicated had dozens of competitors. 
Two girls from the Nicolson Institute in Stornoway were abso-
lute stand-outs, but the overall standard was very high. I was 
relieved not to have to pick a winner because, in this unique 
year, the competitors are not being placed in the conventional 

� rst, second and third. I think this is the correct decision by 
An Comunn. Much like footballers playing in empty stadi-
ums, singers and musicians o� en need audiences to inspire 
their best performances so, while I thoroughly enjoyed sitting 
back and watching the competitions in my � at with my cuppa, 
I don’t think picking a winner would have been particularly 
fair. 

Instead, it is just a great chance for youngsters who might 
feel uncomfortable singing in public to showcase their talent 
in an international competition and I witnessed a great many 
of them doing just that. One thing Covid hasn’t managed to 
change is the talent and commitment of all the youngsters tak-
ing part. It seems to me, therefore, that there are silver linings 
to a virtual Mòd – not that I hope we ever see one again. 

When, God willing, the Mòd goes ahead in 2021, it will be 
held in Inverness as was intended this year. I hope to goodness 
that, come next October, I’m looking out my kilt again. � e 
novelty of drinking tea at the Mòd may have worn o�  by then.

Coinnichidh na daoine ged nach coinnich na cnuic their an 
sean-� acal, agus tha Mòdan a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich air 
a bhith aithnichte fad iomadh bliadhna mar chothrom dha 
Gàidheil cruinneachadh gus càirdeas is eòlas ùrachadh, is an 
cànan ’s an dualchas � oillseachadh. Bidh � os aig a’ mhòr-chuid 
agaibh gum bheil am facal “mòd” a’ ciallachadh cruinneachadh 
sluaigh a bhiodh glè thric an lùib chuisean lagha is breith-
neachadh air choreigin ga dhèanamh. Chan ann a h-uile latha 
bhios mòd aig Mac an Tòisich.  ’S ann co-cheangailte ri leithid sin 
a nochd an abairt mun bhàillidh Tòiseach Mhonadh a’ Bhàird 
aig Iarla Pheairt, agus a rèir aithris, leis gun robh e deònach ainm 
a chosnadh dha � èin mar bhritheamh bhiodh e a’ cur binn bàis 
air co-dhiù aon neach aig a h-uile mòd! Ged is e ’s dòcha rèite 
� aotainn air eas-aonta a bheireadh na daoine chun na mòdan 
sin, agus b’ annasach  mur a biodh beagan crac is � ù ’s ceòl a’ 
dol nuair a bhiodh am breithneachadh seachad, agus cha bu 
Ghàidheil iad mura biodh drama ann cuideachd!

Mòr is cudromach ’s gun robh na mòdan eachdraidheil sin a 
bhiodh a’ tachairt air cnocan an siud ‘s an  seo, ’s neònach gum 
biodh iad a’ tàladh àireamhan sluaigh mar a chithear aig Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich gach bliadhna, 
is sa bhitheantas eadar ochd is deich mìle a’ frithealadh. � adhail 
barrachd air dà mhìle dheug air Mòd 2019  ann an Glaschu!  Ri 
linn saothrach mhìltean luchd-taice saor-thoileach, farpaisich, 
agus britheamhan; agus taic ionmhais bhuidhnean poblach, 
prìobhaideach, chomhairlean, agus an riaghaltais; agus ùidh 
luchd-tadhail; tha am Mòd Nàiseanta air tachairt gach bliadhna 
bho 1882, seach a-mhàin bliadhnaichean an dà Chogadh Mhòr.  
Chan iongnadh sibh a bhith ag ionndrainn ùrachadh eòlais air 
càirdean is caraidean aig a’ Mhòd Nàiseanta am- bliadhna,  ach 
cha robh dòigh air a’ cho-dhùnadh a rinn sinn a sheachnadh.

Nuair a nochd sinn � os toiseach an t-samhraidh gun robh dàil 
bliadhna gu bhith air Mòd Nàiseanta Inbhir Nis 2020, agus le 
làn-mhothachadh air tàmailt luchd-frithealaidh na cuirme às 
gach àite, chuir Ceannard a’ Chomuinn Seumas Greumach 
roimhe feuchainn ri òrain agus ceòl Gàidhlig � oillseachadh 
air-loidhne san Dàmhair gus ceangal a ghleidheadh le coim-
hearsnachd na Gàidhlig. � a sinn moiteil da-rìribh a’ chiad Mhòd 
Nàiseanta riamh air-loidhne a thoirt thugaibh tron t-seachdain 
seo, agus le luchd-pàirt eadar-nàiseanta aig nach biodh leithid de 
chothrom san àbhaist. Bidh sinn a’ beachdachadh an gabh leithid 
de chothroman leudachadh as na bliadhnaichean romhainn.  

’S e “Mòd mar gum biodh” a th’ againn am-bliadhna is sinn a’ 
coinneachadh tro dhrochaidean ciùil is còmhraidh dhidseatach, 
ach tha sinn an dòchas gun còrd na chluinneas sibh tron t-seach-
dain ribh uile, air-loidhne bhon Chomunn ’s bhon Mhòd, agus 
air BBC Alba is Rèidio nan Gàidheal!  

While this year’s Royal National Mòd gathering is by way of dig-
ital bridges of music and conversation, An Comunn Gàidhealach 
hopes you are enjoying the unique experience and the memories 
rekindled by BBC Alba and Radio nan Gaidheal programmes.

ROYAL NATIONAL MOD YEARS GONE BY

Oban High School Gaelic Choir look delighted to be part of the Mòd – but in which year and where?

Alice Inglis and Kim Carnie, now a BBC Alba presenter 
and musician, Kilninver Primary School, sang in the duet 
under-13s at the Royal National Mòd in 2003 in Oban. Kim 
won The Oban Times gold medal in 2015.

Amanda Millen, Lochaber, won the Duncan Johnstone 
Memorial Trophy for puirt-a-beul at the Royal National Mòd 
in Oban in 2003. She also won the trophy in 1998.
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� e Royal National Mòd 2020 
online has been in full swing 
this week with viewers and 
contributors taking part from 
across the globe.

Entries from several 
states in America, Canada, 
Netherlands, Buenos Aries, 
Wales and England, among 
many, were sent in earlier this 
year along with those from 
Scottish competitors.

James Graham, chief 
executive of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said: ‘We’re de-
lighted with the international 
interest in this year’s event and 
the number of people from 
around the world who have 
made the e� ort to take part in 
this year’s online Mòd.

‘� e online aspect has made 
it more accessible for people 
from around the world to 
take part, people who might 
ordinarily not have made it 
to Scotland for the Mòd due 
to logistical challenges with 
travel, distance and cost.

‘� is has certainly been one 
of the positives to have come 
out of the challenge of holding 
our event online.’

� e Virtual Royal National 
Mòd 2020 kicked o�  last 
Friday evening with a fantastic 
concert, presented by Kirsteen 
Macdonald, featuring music 
and song from Mary Ann 

Kennedy and Finlay Wells, 
Alasdair Whyte and Graham 
MacLennan and Keith 
Morrison.

Among the many overseas 
performers this year are 
Argentinian gaelic choir  
Ceòlraidh - El Coro.

Recognition
Started in August 2002, the 

non-pro� t, self-sustaining 
group has the main purpose 
of promoting the Scottish 

Gaelic language and culture in 
Argentina. 

� e choir has taken part in 
many events locally, in Celtic 
festivals, choral gatherings, 
events and celebrations of the 
Scottish community, such as 
Tartan Day, and many others, 
with the mission and work 
of Ceòlraidh receiving an 
Award of Recognition by the 
Legislative Authority of the 
Autonomous City of Buenos 

Aires in 2015. � e number of 
singers in the choir has � uc-
tuated over the years, from a 
maximum of 23 to the present 
eight, the group having suf-
fered through di�  cult times. 

Nevertheless, members have 
never stopped taking part in 
events as well as maintaining 
weekly practices throughout 
the year.

Directed by Claudia Cano, 
the group travelled  to 
Scotland in 2018 to be present 
at the Royal National Mòd in 
Dunoon and were invited to 
sing at the opening night at the 
Fiddlers’ Rally. 

Coro Ceòlraidh spokesper-
son Roberto Domínguez told 
� e Oban Times: ‘While we 
could not compete because our 
group was under the minimum 
12 members required for any 
category in the choir competi-

tion, we could sing at di� erent 
venues and enjoyed the experi-
ence tremendously. Coming to 
Scotland to participate in the 
Mòd was something we have 
longed for since the beginning 
of Ceòlraidh. 

‘Distance, travelling costs, 
work and personal obligations 
had to be managed to make 
this possible.

‘During our stay in Dunoon, 
we had a unique opportunity 
to learn, share and enjoy music 
and to make new friends.

‘In the future we expect to 
attract other people to take 
part in this wonderful art of 
Gaelic language, culture and 
music and hopefully to attend 
another Mòd to compete.’

Speaking about this year’s 
online event, Roberto added: 
‘We are very grateful An 
Comunn Gàidhealach has 

invited us to participate in the 
Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
Air Loidhne 2020.

‘We hope our recording 
will re� ect and convey the 
passion and enthusiasm we 
put into our presentations and 
that it will be according to 
the expectations and quality 
standards for this event for the 
enjoyment of the audience.

‘It is great the Mòd is up and 
running despite Covid-19.’

Results
� e results so far are: 

Saturday results: www.
a n c o m u n n . c o . u k / n e w s /
acgdetail/instrumental-results
Monday results: www.anco-
munn.co.uk/news/acgdetail/
monday-results

All events from this year’s 
virtual event are being shown 
on Facebook www.facebook.
c o m / R o y a l N a t i o n a l M o d 
and on the Royal National 
Mòd YouTube channel www.
y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCs4-a-mCvJTll8LO8ErbB4A. 

Mòd memories to look 
back on are also being shown 
throughout the week on 
Facebook and Instagram 
w w w . i n s t a g r a m . c o m /
royalnationalmod and also 
www.obantimes.co.uk/mod 
and www.instagram.com/
obantimes

To � nd out more information 
on � e Royal National Mòd 
Online 2020 event visit www.
ancomunn.co.uk

An international fl avour to 
virtual National Mòd 2020

Members of Coro Ceòlraidh travelled from Argentina in 2018 
to take part in the Mod, something they had dreamed about.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Nominate 
by 23.10.20
scottishgaelicawards.co.uk
#GaelicAwards
#DuaiseanGàidhlig
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A man who spent a year living 
on Mull has written his debut 
book Otter Tracks: From the 
River to the Island, available 
from October 15.

Ross Paul Lawford, aged 
39, said the book is a journey 
across the British Isles to redis-
cover a lost love of nature.

Now living just outside of 
Edinburgh with his son Daniel 
and partner Kerry, Ross ex-
plained the story starts in 2004 
when he was at the darkest part 
of his life with agoraphobia 
and depression.

It took an unlikely friendship 
with a rescued otter to rekindle 
his childhood love of nature to 
set him free.

For more than a decade, the 

Mull in the spotlight as rescued otter 
helps author get his life back on track

in the heart of England, the 
journey takes him from the 
wild waters of the south west 
to the marshes of the east, the 
Shetland Isles and the rugged 
west coast of Scotland and 
Mull, before setting up home 
in Edinburgh.

Ross said: ‘� e story starts in 
2004 but it’s since my son was 
born that I’ve really started to 
write seriously. He and otters 
are my inspiration.

‘� e book is coming out on 
his second birthday, which is 
� tting, with half the stories set 
on the beautiful Isle of Mull 
and the surrounding area.’

Anne Williamson, the 
daughter-in-law of Henry 
Williamson who famously 
wrote the classic book Tarka 
the Otter, has given Otter 
Tracks a glowing endorsement.

of wildness – and explore 
the even more di�  cult path 
the author took to discover, 
recover, his own true self. � e 
story is interesting to read 
and something we can all 
empathise with. � at it has its 
roots in Henry Williamson's 
classic tale Tarka the Otter is 
most apt.

‘Tarka itself has a hidden 
content. Apart from being the 
detailed story of an otter's life, 
it is an allegory of the First 
World War.

‘While on extended conva-
lescent leave in 1917, it was 
suggested Henry write down 
his experiences as therapy. 
Henry would have empathised 
with Ross’ story and his 
search for the free wild spirit 
embodied in that emblematic 
creature.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

charismatic wild otter took 
him across some of the most 
wonderful and diverse land-
scapes, helping him to � nd 

himself and a host of other 
beautiful creatures along the 
way.

Originally from Worcester 

Author Ross Lawford with his muse. 
She said: ‘Otter Tracks is a 

journey – a search – on more 
than one level. We follow Ross 
on the trail of the actual elusive 
creature – the embodiment 

Ross Lawford’s debut book.
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Robert in lockdown!
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Visual artists and cra�  makers can apply for 
bursaries of up to £750 from a Creative Scotland 
project.

� is year’s Visual Artist and Cra�  Maker 
Awards (VACMA) o� er two bursaries – the � rst 
is a £750 grant for artists and cra�  makers who 
can demonstrate a commitment to developing 
their creative practice; the second is a grant of 
£500 for new graduates/emerging artists.

VACMA funding has previously supported 
skills development and courses, artistic men-
toring, researching a new body of work and 
experimenting with new materials.

Full eligibility criteria and a list of participat-
ing partners through which applications can 
be made is available on the Creative Scotland 
website.

� e deadline for applications from Argyll 

and Bute is 5pm on Tuesday February 2 2021. 
Amanda Catto, Head of Visual Arts, Creative 
Scotland, said: '� ese bursaries are invaluable in 
supporting the creative development of artists 
and cra�  makers across Scotland.

'� anks to National Lottery players who make 
these awards possible, we’re working with local 
partners to deliver the scheme across 25 local 
authority areas, o� ering grants to emerging and 
more established practitioners.'

Free, online information sessions about the 
awards will be held on � ursday October 15 
and Tuesday October 27 from 10am to 11am. 
� e sessions will include an overview of the 
scheme, followed by a discussion and questions 
and answers.

Booking is required to take part in the sessions. 
Visit the Creative Scotland website for details.

Awards open for applications

As people across the country 
debate the likelihood of public 
compliance with the latest 
Covid measures, one sugges-
tion is that anyone breaking 
the latest rules should be 
forced to watch last week’s 
Scotland v Israel game from 
start to � nish as punishment.

It really was a tedious a� air 
and, in an unprecedented turn 
of events which felt strangely 
typical of Scotland, just as 
the excitement of a successful 
penalty shoot out began, rev-
ellers were thrown out of pubs 
all over the country because it 
was 10pm!

� e streets of Glasgow were 
� lled with folk walking home 
glued to their phone screens 
trying desperately to � nd out 
whether Scotland had made 
it through to the next round, 
which gives us our � rst chance 
at a major tournament since 
1998.

It is bizarre circumstances 
like this that we will remember 
in years to come when this 
pandemic - all going well - is a 
distant memory. 

Another unusual situation 
came about this week for a pal 
of mine who usually travels 
the world with his job but, 

again due to restrictions, has 
been con� ned to barracks and 
Zoom meetings for the major-
ity of 2020.

He was recently on a Zoom 
call to an o�  ce in Hong Kong 
and deemed it appropriate 
to initiate some small talk at 
the start of the meeting. He 
mentioned that the weather in 
Glasgow was terribly depress-
ing that day – grey, overcast, 
and with that horrible, Scottish 
drizzling rain. 

He had hoped perhaps to be 
met with some sympathy from 
the team in the Far East but 
was instead told promptly that 
they were currently bracing 
themselves for a massive 
typhoon and that their o�  ces 
were all shut for safety reasons. 
On re� ection, my pal noted 
the weather in Glasgow was 
perhaps not too bad a� er all.

� e closure of all pubs and 
restaurants in the central belt 
has its positives though. One 
is that it has given people more 

time to stay in and enjoy the 
virtual National Mòd, which I 
write about in another column 
in today’s paper - see page 24.

An aspect of the Mòd I didn’t 
mention in that column is the 
social media side of things 
which is a sort of virtual Mòd 
fringe. � e opening night saw 
a cracking concert introduced 
by Kirsteen MacDonald and 
featuring Mary Ann Kennedy, 
Alasdair Whyte and Graham 
MacLennan.

An Comunn Gàidhealach 
and BBC Alba have also been 
sharing cracking old footage 
to give Mòd goers a real trip 
down memory lane and have 
also set up an Instagram � lter 
which randomly generates a 
Gaelic song above your head 
and challenges you to sing it in 
a video for your pro� le. 

� is has been providing 
some absolutely hilarious en-
tertainment and I particularly 
enjoyed Ruairidh Cormack’s 
attempt last week which saw 
him take on about half a dozen 
di� erent songs in one go.

� ere is always so much more 
to the Mòd than the competi-
tions and it is great to see the 
Virtual Mòd is continuing that 
tradition.

Graham Maclennan 
from the Isle of 
Lewis playing the 
box at the opening 
virtual concert. 

‘There is always so 
much more to the Mòd 
than the competitions’

Masks/face coverings must be worn when entering and moving around the
cinema. You can remove masks once seated to have food and drink. Those
who are exempt and under 5s do not need to wear a mask. Please book

ahead where possible. We have implemented a 2m rule in the big screen and
left every other row empty, please sit in the seat shown on your ticket.

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.
Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

THIS WEEKEND

WHAT'SON
ATOBANPHOENIXCINEMA
FRI 16-THU22OCT

THISWEEKEND

WEEKDAYS

FRIDAY 16 OCT
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 12:00/14:15
The Elfkins | U 13:00
Cats & Dogs 3: Paws Unite | U 15:15
Max Winslow & The House of Secrets |12A 16:45
23 Walks | 12A 18:00
The Roads Not Taken | 15 19:30

SATURDAY 17 OCT
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 12:00/14:15
The Elfkins | U 13:00
Cats & Dogs 3: Paws Unite | U 15:15
Max Winslow & The House of Secrets |12A 16:45
23 Walks | 12A 18:00
The Roads Not Taken | 15 19:30

SUNDAY 18 OCT
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 12:00/14:15
The Elfkins | U 13:00
Cats & Dogs 3: Paws Unite | U 15:15
Max Winslow & The House of Secrets |12A 16:45
23 Walks | 12A 18:00
The Roads Not Taken | 15 19:30

MONDAY 19 OCT
David Attenborough: A Life On Our Planet 15:00
Cats & Dogs 3: Paws Unite | U 16:30
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 17:00
The Roads Not Taken | 15 19:00
TUESDAY 20 - THURSDAY 22 OCT
Cats & Dogs 3: Paws Unite | U 16:30
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 16:45
23 Walks | 12A 18:45
The Roads Not Taken | 15 19:00

Sally Potter's film follows a
day in the life of Leo (Javier
Bardem) and his daughter,
Molly (Elle Fanning), as he
floats through alternate
lives he could have lived,
leading Molly to wrestle
with her own path as she
considers her future.

Adrift on a flood, two misfit
castaways struggle to
reunite an unorthodox
family, out-run a volcano,
and negotiate a peace
deal on a creaking Ark.

A gentle, sweet,
funny, romantic story
of love in later life
following a couple in
their sixties, Dave
and Fern, who get to
know one another
over the course of 23
dog walks.



Thursday 15 October 202028 LEISURE
C

R
O

SS
W

O
R

D 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10 11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

Across

1 In a way (7)

5 'Giant Brain' computer (5)

8 Eminent (13)

9 Take a drink (3)

10 A member of an Irish political party (9)

12 Humans (6)

13 Small wooded hollow (6)

15 Light metal (9)

16 Tiny hair dwelling egg (3)

18 District (13)

20 Scoundrel (5)

21 Ones who gain pleasure from the pain of 
others (7)
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1 Fizzy drinks (5)

2 Making in a factory (4-9)

3 Average people (3,6)

4 Conical tent (6)
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6 Not having common parts (13)

7 The rise and fall of a voice (7)
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14 Like wine (6)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.scot or on the TuneIn app

For requests, competitions or questions please call us on 
01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

MONDAY:  8am-12pm  Breakfast show with Stephen
 5pm-7pm  Drive time with Marcus
 7pm-8pm  Highland Fling with Rosemary
 8pm-9pm  John McLuckies Show
 9pm  David Cullen Show
TUESDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Ken Hunter
 1pm-3pm  Macky on FM
 3pm-5pm  Mental Musings with Mer & Vicky
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times
 7pm-8pm  Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
 8pm-9pm  Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
WEDNESDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Comfort Zone with Lesley
 1pm-3pm  Doug in the afternoon 
 4pm-7pm  Drive Times with Campbell
 7pm-9pm  Country meets Rock N Roll with Ken & Len 
 9pm  Gordon’s Grooves
THURDAY:  8am-11am  Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
 11am-2pm  Lunch Show with Laura
 3pm-7pm  Drive Time with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  Christine’s Collections
 9pm-10pm  Ann’s Ceilidh
 10pm  Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Jay
 10am-1pm  The One with Allan
 4pm-6:45pm Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry, Janet & Anna
 6:45pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
 10pm  Late Show with Jay
SATURDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Saturday Morning Live with Linda
 3pm-6pm  Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
 6pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Sounds Scottish with Archie Darlin
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Dave Lewi
SUNDAY: 9am-11am  Sunday Morning with Breege
 11am-2pm  Sunday Brunch with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
 9pm  Drum & Bass with Graham

Never-before-seen footage and 
audio recordings of legendary 
Skye-based group Runrig play-
ing two Rockpalast concerts in 
Germany are to be released in a 
limited box set.

� e exclusive video and au-
dio content of two of the most 
pivotal concerts in Runrig’s 
history will be available in-
ternationally at the end of the 
month.

Released by M.I.G Music, 
footage and audio of the two 
shows from 1996 and 2001 will 
be made available to buy on 
Amazon and all good record 
stores.

Both concerts capture the 
band on the cusp of major 
change. � e 1996 Düsseldorf 
gig showcases the end of the 
band’s run with front man 
Donnie Munro while the 2001 
Cologne concert sees the new-
ly-welcomed Bruce Guthro 
settling into his role as lead 
vocalist.

� e Düsseldorf performance 
perfectly captures Donnie 
Munro’s inimitable vocals and 
the soaring, anthemic power of 
Runrig’s signature sound.

� e � rst half of the boxset 
celebrates the wonderfully me-
lodic and harmonious sound 
of a band which has played 
together for decades and the 
personal friendships within 

Skye-based Celtic rock band Runrig in 2001.

A tale of two Runrigs

the band forged over years 
of performing and touring 
together.

From their early years in the 
dancehalls of the Highlands 
in the 1970s, to their � rst 
European tour as fresh faced 
youngsters, Runrig set out with 
a dream to show o�  the unique 

music, culture and language of 
Scotland to the world and have 
become renowned the world 
over for doing that.

Düsseldorf marks not only 
the end of the band’s run with 
Munro, who le�  the band for a 
career in politics, but the end 
of Runrig’s record deal with 

London-based label Chrysalis 
and the beginning of what has 
been described as ‘the new 
Runrig’.

Commenting on their 
relationship with Germany 
and their German fans, 
Runrig founder and percus-
sionist Calum Macdonald 
said: '� e road was long, 
our steps were new. Winter 
1986, Wendlingen, and a � rst 
tentative tour of small venues 
around Stuttgart in southern 
Germany. It was the start of 
a career-long relationship 
with our wonderful German 
audience. Golden stories, 
unforgettable memories, pull-
ing moments from the clock. 
Mòran taing ar caraidain 
Gearmailteach.’

Donnie Munro added: ‘� e 
importance of our German au-
diences and their great support 
for Runrig over many years 
cannot be over emphasised.

‘For the band to have been 
so enthusiastically accepted by 
an audience outwith our home 
country and for that relation-
ship to have been nurtured 
in such a special and lasting 
way, was vitally important and 
deeply appreciated by us all.’

� e limited box set, including 
two DVDs and four CDs, will 
be released on Friday October 
30.

First virtual dance band concert reveals stellar line-up
Left: Tom Orr 
and his Dance 
Band will 
perform never-
before-heard 
sets to an 
international 
online 
audience.

Right: Gary 
Innes will host 
the concert.

� e Scottish Wildlife Trust and Royal 
Zoological Society of Scotland are hosting 
an online event on Wednesday October 
28 on the Scottish Beavers Reinforcement 
Project.

People will be able to hear about the latest 
� eldwork, which took place in September, 
as well as the strategic successes of the 
three-year project. � ere will be talks 
about the impact of beavers on local wild-

life tourism, the future of Knapdale Forest 
and an update on the national approach to 
beavers.

� e project began in 2017, aiming to 
bolster the population of beavers released 
during the Scottish Beaver Trial.

Twenty-one beavers were introduced 
from Tayside to increase numbers and 
genetic diversity in the Knapdale beaver 
population. Annual surveys show many 

animals released through the project have 
successfully established territories and 
bred. It is hoped the new kits will even-
tually form breeding pairs with beavers 
descended from the Norwegian beavers 
released during the Scottish Beaver Trial.

To register for the event, hosted on Zoom 
from 6.30pm on Wednesday October 28, 
visit scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk or email 
enquiries@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk

Online event to give Knapdale beavers update
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DIARDAOIN 15 an Dàmhair 
THURSDAY 15 October
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19:05 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhoir 
 (Small Hands in A Big War) (rpt)
19.25 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Fionnlagh (rpt)
21:00 Mòd 2020 
23.00 Seoid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen Coves (rpt)
23.30 Na Trads: An Tobar (rpt)

DIHAOINE 16 an Dàmhair 
FRIDAY 16 October
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News 
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Cearcall (rpt)
20.00 Tiugainn a Dhannsa (rpt)
21.00 Mòd 2020 (rpt)
23.00 Seirm S5 (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 17 an Dàmhair / 
SATURDAY 17 October
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18:00 Scottish Premiership – 
 Dundee United v Aberdeen
19.45 Sgeul Slàinte (rpt)
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Fuine (rpt)
21.00 Seirm S5 (rpt)
21.00 Bana- Churaidhean / Warrior Women (rpt)
22.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Mhisteam) (rpt)

23.00 Scottish Premiership – 
 Dundee United v Aberdeen (rpt)
00.45 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
 C. Duncan (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 18 an Dàmhair 
SUNDAY 18 October
16.00  SWPL – Glasgow City v Celtic
18.05  Celtic Connections (rpt)
18.15  An Là – News
18.30 Seachd La – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 Cò ach… Cathy Ann? (rpt)
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair beo (rpt)
21.00 An Drochaid (rpt)
22.00 Seirm S5 (rpt)
23.00 UR/ NEW The Optimists 
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Mhisteam) (rpt)

DILUAIN 19 an Damhair 
MONDAY 19 October
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 An Solas Buan/Lighthouses of Scotland (rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 Thar na Loidhne 
21.00 Trusadh – Cathair na Ceiltis 
 (Glasgow University Gael Tales)
22.00 NEW - Bannan 
22.30 Trailwest aig Barrowland (rpt)
23.00 Bus Ghlaschu (rpt)
23.30 Seòid a; Chidsin – The Kitchen Coves (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 20 an Dàmhair
TUESDAY 20 October
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:05 Clann a Chogaidh Mhor 
 (Small Hands Big War (rpt)

19.30 Speaking Our Langauage (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 NEW- Vets: Gach Creutair Beo 
21.00 Bha mi Latha Samhraidh 
 (When Stornoway was Dancing) 
22.00 Trusadh – Cathair na Ceiltis (Glasgow 
University Gael Tales) (rpt)
23.00 Fonn mo Bheatha (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! Spiritual Music & verse (rpt)

DICIADAIN 21 an Dàmhair 
WEDNESDAY 21 October
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:05 An Solas Buan/ Lighthouses of Scotland (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Langauage (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 NEW- Fuine
21.00 Sàr-Sgeòil: As The Women Lay Dreaming (rpt)
22.00 NEW - Na Trads: An Tobar
22.30 Bannan (rpt)
23.00 An Drochaid (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 22 an Dàmhair 
THURSDAY 22 October
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19.05 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhoir 
 (Small Hands in A Big War) (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Air an Smùid (rpt)
21:00 Crodh Gàidhealach an Àird Bhàin: 
 The Highland Cattle of Ardbhan (rpt)
22.15 Port – Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)
22.35 Sìde nan Seachd Sian/Diaster Diaries (rpt)
23.30  Na Trads: An Tobar (rpt)

Wildscape photographer Margaret Soraya’s 
� rst overseas exhibition features the seas and 
beaches of Scotland’s islands, predominantly 
on Harris.

Her solo exhibition will run at the Taunus 
Gallery, Bad Homburg, Frankfurt, Germany, 
from October 31 to January 9.

Situated in a house built in 1876, the gallery 
features limited edition prints – together with 
the stories behind their creation – from some 
of the � nest photographers in the world, up 
close and personal.

'Exhibiting in that country is a truly amazing 
opportunity as the Germans have a particular 
love of Scotland and the islands,' said the 
photographer who lives in Drumnadrochit 
near Loch Ness.

‘I feel honoured to have been asked and 
would love to expand to other European cities 
to share the beauty of the Scottish islands 
more widely.’

� e 33 works to be shown are mostly of 
Hebridean beaches with a focus on the sea.

Margaret added: ‘� ere’s a particular em-
phasis on Harris, which has some of the most 
magni� cent, rugged and wild seascapes to be 
found anywhere in the world.’

Her favourite locations on Harris - Scarista 
and Luskentyre beach - are featured in the 
exhibition. Her minimalist compositions 
with a limited colour palette and tone allow 
the Hebrides’ distinctive turquoise sea to 
stand out.

A gentle mood and feeling of peacefulness 
is conveyed by the use of so� , overcast 
lighting complemented by a so� ness to the 

� e � rst virtual dance band 
concert, showcasing a stellar 
line-up of who’s who on the 
Scottish dance band scene, will be 
streamed live this month.

Tom Orr and his Scottish Dance 
Band will perform never-before 
heard sets as the night is streamed 
to an international online 
audience.

� e evening will be hosted by 
Spean Bridge’s Take the Floor 
presenter Gary Innes, who will 
also invite Tom for a chat to � nd 
out more about him and his band. 
Viewers will also be encouraged 
to send in their own questions 
for one of the most loved Scottish 
Dance Band musicians of his 
time.

‘� is is such an exciting show to 
be a part of. Nothing of this scale 
has ever been done before on the 
Scottish Dance Band scene and 
it’s so exciting for my band and I 
to be a part of it,’ said Tom.

‘� e streaming equipment is of 
the highest quality so the show 
will look and sound incredible. 
We can’t wait.

Opportunities
‘Hopefully this will be the start 

of more and more opportunities 
to watch and listen to Scottish 
Dance Band music virtually 
during these di�  cult times, when 
box and � ddle clubs and country 
dancing classes are not able to 
operate as they usually would. 
We all absolutely love performing 

and can’t wait to bring our music 
to fans old and new virtually.’

Tom is a three-time Scottish 
Accordion Champion and his 
much-revered band are all 
masters of music in their own 
right. � e line-up includes 
Marie Fielding on � ddle, Fort 
William-born Stuart Cameron 
on second accordion, Craig Paton 
on piano, Brian Cruickshank 
on bass and Fraser MacInnes, 
from Tobermory, on drums. � e 
concert will be streamed live 
from BlueStar streaming studios 
in Glasgow.

� e Tom Orr Scottish Dance 
Band online concert will take 
place on � ursday October 29 at 
8pm.

Hebridean seas and beaches 
in German exhibition focus

impressionist waves and swash on the beaches 
created by the use of long exposures.

An exponent of 'mindful photography,' 
Margaret has been running workshops or 're-
treats,' taking clients of all abilities to some of 
the UK’s most remote locations to re-generate 
themselves mentally. Before the Coronavirus 
pandemic these were all sold out.

Margaret now concentrates on online pho-
tography courses which have attracted clients 
from as far away as Australia and the United 
States.

Bagh Steinigidh Rainbow, Isle of Harris. Luskentyre waves.

Margarer Soraya with some of her 
Hebridean collection.

First virtual dance band concert reveals stellar line-up



Sponsored by 
NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. 
Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 
for your 
insurance needs

Thursday 15 October 202030  FARMING

United Auctions , Dalmally, 
Friday October 9: sold 1186 
Suckled calves. Bullocks 
averaged £694.50 (+£85.35) 
per head and sold to £1100 for 
a 434kg, LimX from P Kennedy, 
Dunans. Heifers averaged 
£645.35(+£98.19) and sold to 
£1110 for a 494kg, SimX from 
Auch Estate. Bullocks averaged 
257.32p/kg (+38.28p) and sold 
to 333.3p/kg for a 288kg, LimX 
from M Hall, Tombuie and 
heifers averaged 244.93p/kg 
(+33.28p) to 308.6p/kg for a 
162kg, SimX from G Bannerman, 
Old Manse Farm.  A full market 
of buyers, whilst keeping with 
COVID19 restrictions, ensured 
stock sold well and in keeping 
with current levels.  A good 
show of quality bred calves was 
presented in good bloom.

Leading prices per head
BLKS – AAx - £810, Bragleen-

more; £810(2), Bragleenbeg; 
£790, High Balantyre; £760, 
Scotstown. BSx - £820, Tiretigan; 
£810, Feorlin; £790, Kiloran 

Farmers; £740, Scallasaig; £740, 
Kiloran Farers. BRBx - £720, East 
Hynish. BAx - £890(2), £880, 
Tom Na Coille. CHRx- £990, 
Musdale; £990, Bragleenmore; 
£930, Tiraghoil; £920, Barnakill; 
£910(2), Dunans; £900(7), 
Kildavaig; £900(2), Musdale; 
£900(2), Bragleenmore; £890(2), 
Musdale; £890(3), Bragleenmore; 
£860(3), South Ardittie; £855(6), 
Kildavaig; £840(2), Ederline 
Estate; £830(2), Bragleenmore; 
£820(4), Barnakill; £800(3), 
Dunans; £800(6), Otter Estate. 
LIMx - £1100, Dunans; £980(2), 
Ardchatten; £960, Tombuie; 
£960(2), Tiraghoil; £940, 
Tombuie; £920, Ardchatten; 
£910, Tombuie; £910, Feringa; 
£900(2), South Ardittie; £890(2), 
Dunans; £890(2), South Ardittie; 
£885, £875, Barguillean; £870, 
Tombuie; £860, Dunans; 
£850, £840(2), Dall; £830(3), 
Feringa; £830(5), Tiraghoil; £825, 
Tombuie; £820, Caolis, Coll; £820, 
Craigmore; £820(3), Barguillean; 
£810, Tombuie. Luing - £630(3), 

Achnacarron. SALx - £860, 
£810, Aldersyde; £790, Kiloran 
Farmers; £790, Barnakill; £780, 
Kildavaig; £780, Otter Estate. 
SIMx - £1040, Brough; £950(3), 
Tiraghoil; £920(3), Duntuim; 
£910(2), 2 Kiel Crofts. BG - £675, 
Blackmount; £650(7), South 
Ardittie. GALx - £600(3), High 
Balantyre. HIGH - £540(5), 
Castles Estate.

HFRS – AAx - £660, High 
Balantyre. BSx - £760, Barnakill. 
BRBx - £630, East Hynish. 
BAx - £820, £690, Tom Na Coille. 
CHARx - £880, Barnakill; £880, 
£790(5), Musdale; £790(8), 
Bragleenbeg; £770(3), South 
Ardittie; £760, Barnakill; £760(2), 
Bragleenmore. LIMx - £1000, 
Feringa; £930, Ardchatten; 
£890, Tombuie; £840, Feringa; 
£820, Tom Na Coille; £820(3), 
Dall; £800(3), Tiraghoil; £790, 
Tombuie; £770, Tom Na Coille; 
£770, South Ardittie. SALx - 
£650, Otter Estate. SIMx - £1110, 
£1000, £970, £910, £890, £840, 
Auch Estate; £830(2), Duntuim; 

£820(3), Stronchullin; £820, Auch 
Estate.

Leading Prices Per Kilo
BLKS – AAx – 318.9p(3), 

Scotstown; 306.3p(5), 288.3p, 
High Balantyre; 287.1p(2), South 
Ardittie; 282.4p(3), Blarchascaig; 
278.8p(7), Scotstown; 275.8p(6), 
Blarchascaig; 258.8p(2), Poltal-
loch. BSx – 322.4p, Balnahard; 
292.8p(2), Kiloran; 288.7p(8), 
Innishewan; 280.3p, Kiloran. 
BRBx – 243p, Tullochmhor. BAx 
– 273.3p, 250p, 241.8p, Tom Na 
Coille. CHARx – 308.1p(2), Tull-
ochmhor; 307.7p(2), 296.8p(2), 
Ederline Estate; 296p(8), 
Tullochmhor; 295.5p(3), Otter 
Estate; 288.9p(3), South Ardittie; 
284.6p(2), Tiraghoil; 284.1p(6), 
Kildavaig. GALx – 279.4p, High 
Balantyre. HIGH – 255.2p, Castles 
Estate. LIMx – 333.3p, Tombuie; 
318.8p, Antuim; 311.7p(2), Caolis, 
Coll; 310.5p, 307.7p(5), Dall Farm; 
305.4p, Tombuie; 330.9p(2), 
Antuim; 291.3p(2), Glenshellach; 
290.1p(6), Feringa; 290p(2), Dun-
croisk; 286.5p(2), Kengharair; 

284.1p, Feringa; 284p, Tombuie; 
283.3p, Glenshellach; 282.8p(2), 
Dall Farm; 281.7p(4), Tiraghoil; 
280.3p(6), Kiloran; 279p(6), Keng-
harair; 275p(2), Glenshellach. 
LUING – 242.9p, Blackmount. 
SALx – 275p, Dunans; 270.1p(2), 
Machrins; 269.6p, 263.3p, 
Kiloran; 263.2p(6), Machrins. 
SIMx – 298.2p(3), Old Manse 
Farm; 295p(2), Drimnin Estate; 
292.8p, Kiloran; 282.3p(5), Old 
Manse Farm; 282.1p(3), Aird 
Farm; 281.7p(2), 280.3p(2), 
Kiloran; 276.3p(7), Scallasaig; 
275.6p(3), 19 East Hynish; 
275.2p(3), Scallasaig; 274.7p(3), 
East Hynish; 273.7p, 272.1p(5), 
Scallasaig; 271.3p(4), Duntuim; 
270.4p(9), Old Manse Farm.

HFRS – AAx – 291.7p(6), 
Scotstown; 277.8p(4), High 
Balantyre. BSx – 300.5p(4), 
285.7p(5), 261.3p(2), Balnahard. 
BRBx – 260.9p, Ardnamara. 
BAx – 253.7p, 250p,Tom Na 
Coille. CHARx – 307.3p(2), 
Tullochmhor; 307.3p(2), Ederline 
Estate; 297.6p(3). South Ardittie; 

283p(5), Dunans; 258.7p(10), 
Otter Estate; 257.8p(7), Ederline 
Estate; 255.2p(3), Tullochmhor. 
LIMx – 300p(3), Garvie; 294.9p, 
Antuim; 283.4p(2), Feringa 
Farming; 281.8p(2), Kiloran 
Farmers; 276.4p(3), Dall Farm; 
274.1p(2), Garvie; 274p, Achal-
lader; 272.3p(2), Kengharair; 
271p, 269.6p(2),Feringa Farming; 
269.6p(2), Kengharair; 267p(2), 
Antuim; 266.9p(8), Feringa 
Farming; 266.10p(4), Tiraghoil; 
265.1p(4), Achallader; 264.3p(2), 
Dall Farm; 261.1p(2), Craigmore; 
260.7p(8), Auch Estate. SALx – 
263.2p, Dunans. SIMx – 308.6p, 
306.8p(2), 295.9p(2), Old Manse 
Farm; 294.6p(2), Auch Estate; 
287.2p, Airds Croft; 286.3p(2), 
Auch Estate; 281.8p(3), Kiloran 
Farmers; 279.9p(3), Stronchullin; 
274.5p(2), Old Manse Farm; 
271.2p(2), Duntuim; 269.1p(3), 
Ardnamara; 269p, Duncroisk; 
265.5p(3), Old Manse Farm; 
264.2p(2), Auch Estate; 263.9p, 
Tigh Na Croit; 260.7p(2), Auch 
Estate.      

Around the markets

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u
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SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

QUALITY USED TRACTORS
17 reg, Zetor Major CL 80  only 550 hrs, as new ............................................ £22000
19 reg  Zetor proxima GP 110  40k ..................................................................... £35000
67 reg Zetor Proxima HS 80  popwer shuttle ................................................  £33000
09 reg Zetor Forterra 124 41  air con ................................................................. £22500
61 reg Hurlimann XA90 GS Sigma4 Loader .................................................... £29500
14 reg Hurlimann XA80  low cab ........................................................................ £24000
16 reg  Hurlimann XB115  sigma4 loader  ........................................................£38000
57 reg Hurlimann  XB110  sigma4 loader ......................................................... £25000
02 reg NewHolland TM 125  Front Links .......................................................... £23500
55 reg McCormick CX 105  loader  ......................................................................£18500
17 reg Solis RX 50 4x4  Roll Bar ...............................................................................£8500
MACHINERY
Welger-Lely 445 Round Baler  as new , Due In .................................................... POA
New Blaney X10 bale unroller with side conveyier .........................................£5800
used blaney X10 bale unroller   as new ...............................................................£3800
New Malone 7, 8 and9ft disc mowers in stock from   .....................................£4800
new Malone 4 and 6 rota tedders in stock from  .............................................£6800
Kverneland8076 6 rota tedder  very good condition .....................................£4800
New Galfre 320-10 single rota rakes .....................................................................£3800
all prices plus vat

Tel  David Tunstall 07817 832978,  Chris Tunstall 07929 563907,  
Richard Tunstall 07765 883435

Many other tractors & machinery in stock, view online at  
www.tunstalltractorscom

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

Hill North Country Cheviot rams 
FOR SALE AND HIRE

Telephone 
N Robertson 07768 506826

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

like us on 
facebook



Any word found in the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary (Tenth Edition) is 
eligible with the following 
exceptions: proper nouns; plural 
nouns, pronouns and possessives; 
third person singular verbs; 
hyphenated words; contractions 
and abbreviations; vulgar slang 
words; variant spellings of the 
same word (where another variant 
is also eligible).

 1. A drudge might come 
before Rover’s tail (8)

 5. Race round the tree (4)
 8. Brought up in ancient city, 

turned wild (8)
 9. Support for quiet ending (4)
 11. Development plot? (7)
 13. Big Ben found on Caribbean 

island (5)
 14. Distinguishing against 

pain (11)
 18. Move slowly and behave 

abjectly (5)
 19. Boxer’s aircraft (7)
 21. Lover in the rosiest 

surroundings (4)
 22. London area still in a state 

of rapture (8)
 24. Nothing more than a month 

in Ireland (4)
 25. The quality of a fi ne point (8)
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 1. Girl I’d seen in trouble (6)
 2. Greedily swallow 

Cheddar (5)
 3. Coloured glass fl y (10)
 4. Be very eager to pass on (3)
 6. Article links two vehicles to 

make a third (7)
 7. Ask again to rest (6)
 10. This month one confi ned 

to college has been urged 
on (10)

 12. Diminutive person is maybe 
bashful (5)

 15. Small chapel used for 
elegant speech (7)

 16. It’s a funny way to show 
fear (6)

 17. Summary is not quite 
accurate (6)

 20. Let it become the 
heading (5)

 23. Exclamation of surprise 
when business comes to 
nothing (3)

ACROSS DOWN

71
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QUICK CROSSWORD

4 1 7
8 2 9

5
4 7 8

8 1 9
9 5

2
6 1 3 9

4 3 6

6 9 1
4

2 3 7 6
5 8

6 5 2 4 8
2 8 6 7 1 3 9
5
3 6 7 8 4

7 3 1 9 6

7 10 23 4 10 11 12 18 14 11 15

3 10 18 14 23 26 1 10 26

20 5 16 16 11 10 10 4 18 6

15 11 16 21 20 23 13 7 10

15 16 11 10 12 10 19 16 14

5 21 10 19 21 18 12 10 25 15 11

11 13 14 21 8 12 18

9 23 11 15 21 24 21 21 23 16 23

23 12 21 13 23 1 4 15 13

12 15 14 18 15 16 10 15 12

18 23 22 15 21 10 4 5 7 21

11 9 12 10 15 11 17 20 10

2 10 13 10 14 10 21 21 15 12 2

Each number in our Cross Code grid represents a different letter 
of the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start 
you off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, 
then use your knowledge of words to work out which letters 
should go in the missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

How many words of four 
letters or more can you 
make from this 
Nonagram? Each word 
must use the central letter, 
and each letter may be 
used only once. At least 
one word using all nine 
letters can be found.
Guidelines:

NONAGRAM

Place the four signs (add, 
subtract, multiply, divide) 
one in each circle so that 
the total of each across 
and down line is the same. 
Perform the first calculation in each 
line first and ignore the mathematical 
law which says you should always 
perform division and multiplication 
before addition and subtraction.

  9  9
 6  3  9
  3  3
 8  3  2
  2  1

EQUALISER
Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.Easy Hard

Spell out a 15-letter word or 
phrase by moving from one 
chamber to another within 
the pyramid. You may 
only enter each of the 
chambers once and 
may only proceed 
through openings 
in the walls. The 
first letter may 
appear in any 
chamber.

     V

    E  E

   O  R  N

  N  Y  I  N

 E  A  W  E  R

Using all 16 letters of the phrase above, form 
four words each of four letters which will fit in the 
grid to form a magic square in which the words 
can be read both horizontally and vertically.

HEATHEN DISTANCES

WORD PYRAMID

MAGIC SQUARE

Here are two 
miniature five-
square 
crosswords 
using the same 
grid – but the 
letters have 
been mixed up. 
You have to 
work out which 
letters belong 
to which 
crossword.

 RD EA NG SE ED

 AO  LU  IY

 UT HD DO ER RN

 BE  AG  KI

 TS AH ET SA EY

FIVE ALIVE

No. 5181

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

C
14 15

L
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

O
23 24 25 26

 H I P 
 E W E 
 N S L

20 Good; 23 Very Good; 
27 Excellent.

 1. Jake Gyllenhaal starred 
opposite Heath Ledger in which 
2005 fi lm about the relationship 
between two cowboys?

 2. In which hobby might traces, 
ledgers and gentles be used?

 3. Grace Road is the home ground 
of which county cricket team?

 4. What was the occupation of 
‘waits’?

 5. The 19th century novelist Mary 
Ann Evans used what 
pseudonym?

Quiz Challenge
 6. Igor Sikorsky pioneered 

which type of aircraft?

 7. Mother of pearl is also known 
as what?

 8. What is meant by the 
expression a ‘ballpark fi gure’?

 9. Henry VII was the fi rst 
monarch of which royal 
house?

 10. Who starred opposite Lady 
Gaga in the 2018 remake of 
the fi lm A Star is Born?

Your daily puzzle challenge
CROSS CODE CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

ACROSS
 1. Cutting 

implement (8)
 6. Uncommon (4)
 8. Golf peg (3)
 9. Cuban dance (8)
 10. Not any (4)
 12. Cut off (5)
 14. Take notice (3,2)
 17. Knocks (4)
 18. Abide (8)
 20. Filmed report (8)
 24. Deceiver (4)
 25. Food fish (5)
 26. Bodily organ (5)

 29. Greek letter (4)
 30. Act of voting (8)
 31. --- Gardens (3)
 32. Simple (4)
 33. Oust, 

supersede (8)
DOWN
 2. Applaud (4)
 3. Musical lines (6)
 4. Egg dish (6)
 5. Male deer (4)
 6. French artist (6)
 7. Leave 

suddenly (3,3)
 11. Feat (5)

 12. Mass of eggs (5)
 13. Wheel on spur (5)
 14. Stitch (3)
 15. Mammal with 

snout (5)
 16. Oyster’s gem (5)
 19. Attempt (3)
 21. Cry of 

discovery (6)
 22. Underhand (6)
 23. Queue (4,2)
 24. Pulse (6)
 27. Church seats (4)
 28. Behave 

listlessly (4)

This puzzle page is supplied by 
Sirius Media Services. 
To try our new puzzle, 
Zygolex, go to 
www.zygolex.com
© Sirius Media Services Ltd
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QUIZ CHALLENGE: 1 Brokeback Mountain; 2 Fishing; 3 Leicestershire; 4 Civic musicians; 5 George Eliot; 6 The helicopter; 7 Nacre; 
8 A rough estimate; 9 The Tudors; 10 Bradley Cooper.

hewn; lewis; lwei; nephew; newel; 
newie; newish; news; phew; pinwheel; 
sewn; shew; shewn; sinew; slew; 
spew; sweep; swine; swipe; ween; 
weep; wels; welsh; whee; wheel; 
WHEELSPIN; wheen; whelp; when; 
while; whin; whine; whip; wile; wine; 
wipe; wise; wish; wisp. EQUALISER:

Clockwise from top 
left – subtract; add; 
divide; multiply. 
Total: 12.

738465921
465192873
912837546
153948267
679523418
284671395
526784139
391256784
847319652

289635417
416782953
537149682
365497821
872561394
941328765
723916548
658274139
194853276

WORD PYRAMID:
Every one a winner.

MAGIC SQUARE: 
east; ache; shin; 
tend.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: 

QUICK CROSSWORD: 
Across – 1 Scissors; 6 Rare; 8 Tee; 9 Habanera; 10 None; 12 
Sever; 14 Sit up; 17 Taps; 18 Tolerate; 20 Newsreel; 24 Liar; 25 
Tunny; 26 Liver; 29 Beta; 30 Election; 31 Kew; 32 Easy; 33 
Supplant.
Down – 2 Clap; 3 Staves; 4 Omelet; 5 Stag; 6 Renoir; 7 Run out; 
11 Stunt; 12 Spawn; 13 Rowel; 14 Sew; 15 Tapir; 16 Pearl; 19 Try; 
21 Eureka; 22 Sneaky; 23 Line up; 24 Lentil; 27 Pews; 28 Moon.

Across – 1 Dogsbody; 5 Acer; 8 Nurtured; 9 Prop; 11 Seedbed; 
13 Nevis; 14 Contrasting; 18 Crawl; 19 Fighter; 21 Eros; 22 
Ecstatic; 24 Mayo; 25 Goodness.
Down – 1 Denise; 2 Gorge; 3 Bluebottle; 4 Die; 6 Caravan; 7 
Repose; 10 Instigated; 12 Dwarf; 15 Oratory; 16 Scream; 17 
Précis; 20 Title; 23 Coo.

(1) 

(2)

Across – Raged; Thorn; Satay.
Down – Rates; Gloat; Dinky.
Across – Dense; Udder; These.
Down – Doubt; Nudge; Eyrie.

EASY SUDOKUHARD SUDOKU

CROSS CODE

FIVE ALIVE: 

NONAGRAM: 

SOLUTIONS
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West Coast MOTORING

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 



BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DRIVE AWAY A 
FORESTER AND 
SAVE £3,000. 

SUBARU FORESTER e-BOXER fuel economy and CO2 results (WLTP): Combined 34.7mpg, CO2 emissions 185g/km. Mpg figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results. Fuel consumption 
achieved in real life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.
Saving of £3,000 (incl. VAT) on a new 2.0i XE or 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic Forester e-BOXER. Offer available on new Forester e-BOXER registered between 01.10.2020 and 30.11.2020, to a maximum of 150 vehicles registered during this period. Subaru reserves the right to amend or withdraw offers at any time 
without prior notice. Private customers only, not available in conjunction with any other offers. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only.  †Forester e-BOXER is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which 
comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance 
Programme valid in the UK and Europe. 

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFER 
LIMITED VEHICLES AVAILABLE

OFFER

ENDS
30TH

NOVEMBER

BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DRIVE AWAY A 
FORESTER AND 
SAVE £3,000. 

SUBARU FORESTER e-BOXER fuel economy and CO2 results (WLTP): Combined 34.7mpg, CO2 emissions 185g/km. Mpg figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results. Fuel consumption 
achieved in real life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.
Saving of £3,000 (incl. VAT) on a new 2.0i XE or 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic Forester e-BOXER. Offer available on new Forester e-BOXER registered between 01.10.2020 and 30.11.2020, to a maximum of 150 vehicles registered during this period. Subaru reserves the right to amend or withdraw offers at any time 
without prior notice. Private customers only, not available in conjunction with any other offers. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only.  †Forester e-BOXER is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which 
comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance 
Programme valid in the UK and Europe. 

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFER 
LIMITED VEHICLES AVAILABLE

OFFER

ENDS
30TH

NOVEMBER
BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

SUBARU XV e-BOXER fuel economy and CO2 results (WLTP): Combined 35.7mpg, CO2 emissions 180g/km. Mpg figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results. Fuel consumption achieved in 
real life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.
Credit available subject to status. UK residents 18+. Minimum deposit required of 23%. This offer excludes fleet and Members Affinity scheme sales, is only available through participating Subaru dealers and is not available in conjunction with any other offers unless specified. Crystal White Pearl special paint finish free of charge 
across all models. This credit offer is only available through Subaru Finance provided by International Motors Finance Limited, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.11.2020. OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months’ road fund licence 
and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for exact quotation. With Personal Contract Purchase, once you have paid all of your regular monthly repayments you can choose to: 1) Pay the optional final repayment and own the car – optional final repayment includes £10 
purchase fee. 2) Part-exchange the car for a new one (subject to settlement of your existing agreement, new agreements are subject to status). 3) Return the car to Subaru Finance without paying the optional final repayment. Providing you’ve not exceeded the maximum agreed mileage and the car is in good condition (fair wear and 
tear accepted), you will have nothing further to pay. If the vehicle has exceeded the maximum permitted mileage then a charge of 9.6p inclusive of VAT at 20% per excess mile on 2.0i will apply. †SUBARU XV e-BOXER is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 
Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance Programme valid in the UK and Europe.

OFFER

ENDS
30TH

NOVEMBER

XV 2.0i E-BOXER SE. 
£249 PER MONTH
0% APR ON PCP. 

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFER

(PLUS CUSTOMER DEPOSIT & OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT)

Vehicle shown is a Subaru XV 2.0i e-BOXER SE Lineartronic, OTR price of £32,205.00.
Model shown price includes optional special paint finish at £550.

S & S Services, trading as W B Spicer, W J Spicer & D Spicer 
is a credit broker and not a lender. 

BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX
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Credit available subject to status. UK residents 18+. Minimum deposit required of 23%. This offer excludes fleet and Members Affinity scheme sales, is only available through participating Subaru dealers and is not available in conjunction with any other offers unless specified. Crystal White Pearl special paint finish free of charge 
across all models. This credit offer is only available through Subaru Finance provided by International Motors Finance Limited, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.11.2020. OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months’ road fund licence 
and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for exact quotation. With Personal Contract Purchase, once you have paid all of your regular monthly repayments you can choose to: 1) Pay the optional final repayment and own the car – optional final repayment includes £10 
purchase fee. 2) Part-exchange the car for a new one (subject to settlement of your existing agreement, new agreements are subject to status). 3) Return the car to Subaru Finance without paying the optional final repayment. Providing you’ve not exceeded the maximum agreed mileage and the car is in good condition (fair wear and 
tear accepted), you will have nothing further to pay. If the vehicle has exceeded the maximum permitted mileage then a charge of 9.6p inclusive of VAT at 20% per excess mile on 2.0i will apply. †SUBARU XV e-BOXER is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 
Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance Programme valid in the UK and Europe.
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Model shown price includes optional special paint finish at £550.
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is a credit broker and not a lender. 

BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DRIVE AWAY AN 
OUTBACK AND 
SAVE £4,000.

OUR BIGGEST E VER
STOCK CLE AR ANCE

SUBARU OUTBACK fuel economy and CO2 results (WLTP): Combined 33.0mpg, CO2 emissions 193g/km. Mpg figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results. Fuel consumption achieved in real 
life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.
Saving of £3,000 (incl. VAT) plus free tow bar and fitting worth £1,000 (incl. VAT) on a new 2.5i SE or 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic Outback. Offer available on new Outback registered between 01.10.2020 and 30.11.2020. Stock subject to availability. Subaru reserves the right to amend or withdraw offers at any 
time without prior notice. Private customers only, not available in conjunction with any other offers. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only. †Outback is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which 
comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance 
Programme valid in the UK and Europe.

LIMITED OFFER

ENDS
30TH

NOVEMBER

S&S - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR    TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702
FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATE CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.

S&S SERVICES
SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DRIVE AWAY AN 
OUTBACK AND 
SAVE £4,000.

OUR BIGGEST E VER
STOCK CLE AR ANCE
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Saving of £3,000 (incl. VAT) plus free tow bar and fitting worth £1,000 (incl. VAT) on a new 2.5i SE or 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic Outback. Offer available on new Outback registered between 01.10.2020 and 30.11.2020. Stock subject to availability. Subaru reserves the right to amend or withdraw offers at any 
time without prior notice. Private customers only, not available in conjunction with any other offers. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only. †Outback is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which 
comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance 
Programme valid in the UK and Europe.
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T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Tel. Tobermory 01688 302044 or 07739183414

MERCEDES R350
2006. Very rare luxury  FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 
petrol V6 3 litre  SIX SEATER estate. Lovely 

condition inside and out. Two owners, 
every extra including GPS, service history, 

manuals, two keys, twin sunroofs. Metallic 
maroon and tan leather, walnut trim 

interior. 96,000 miles. £5,500.

Tel: 01631 720414

MAZDA BT-50

2008 model
87k miles

1 years mot
£3250 ono
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Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
GREAT “70” REG DEALS IN STOCK!
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

All-new 208 Allure 
Premium PureTech 100
Metallic paint, 10 inch touch screen, satellite navigation, Car 
Play, active safety brake, 
2 tone alloys, parking 
sensors.

From only £259 
per month 
Includes £1600 Peugeot 
deposit contribution
£1600 customer initial 
payment

All-new 2008 Allure BlueHDI 100
Metallic paint, Car Play, Peugeot 3D i-cockpit, 2 tone alloys, parking 
sensors, active safety brake, LED lighting. 

From only 
£326 per 
month 
Includes £1500 
Peugeot deposit 
contribution
£2000 customer initial 
payment
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Reference Number

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of 18 houses

Erection of residential annex (amendment 
to planning permission 20/01328/FUL)

Siting of 3 glamping pods

Erection of house and garage (Plot 1) 
(renewal of planning permission 17/01164/
PIP)

Erection of house and garage (Plot 2) 
(renewal of planning permission 17/01165/
PIP)

Installation of accommodation pod

Siting of portable building for retail use

Erection of house (amended siting from 
19/04957/FUL)

Erection of house (renewal of Planning 
Permission 17/05551/FUL)

Land 40M NW Of 
12 Glenkingie Terrace, Caol

Grounds of Inverwallace
Albert Road
Ballachulish

Land 30M West of Caledonia
Corpach

Land 40M East of Glenview
Duror

Land 80M East of Glenview
Duror

16 Upper Inverroy
Roy Bridge

Land 25M West of Lochaber 
Aggregates Ben Nevis Drive, Ben Nevis 
Industrial Estate

Land 30M NE Of
8 Muirshearlich, Banavie

Land 15M North Of
Camus An Tallen Cottages Arisaig

20/03270/FUL

20/03870/FUL

20/03790/FUL

20/03806/PIP

20/03807/PIP

20/03783/FUL

20/03766/FUL

20/03781/FUL

20/03800/FUL

PUBLIC NOTICES

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
COMMERCIAL MOORING, LOCHALINE FERRY TERMINAL

Notice is hereby given that Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of a commercial mooring at:

Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd, Municipal Buildings, Fore Street, Port Glasgow PA14 5EQ   01475 749920 | operations@cmassets.co.uk | cmassets.co.uk

Cost

Location Latitude Longitude

Lochaline Ferry Terminal, 
Loch Aline, Morven, PA80 5XP

56° 32.253 N 005° 46.493 

(WGS84)

Fair Processing Notice

The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing Operations 
Team (MS-LOT) determine applications for marine licences under the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 
2009. During the consultation process any person having an interest in 
the outcome of the application may make representation to MS-LOT. 
The representation may contain personal information, for example a 
name or address. This representation will only be used for the purpose 
of determining an application and will be stored securely in the Scottish 
Government’s official corporate record. Representations will be shared 
with the applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, any 
people or organisations that we consult in relation to the application 
and, where necessary, be published online, however personal informa-
tion will be removed before sharing or publishing.

A full privacy notice can be found at:  
www.gov.scot/policies/marine-and-fisheries-licensing/ 
marine-licensing-operations-team/ If you are unable to access this, or 
you have any queries or concerns about how your personal information 
will be handled, contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at  
https://bit.ly/3iefpcc

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in 
respect of the application should be made by email to:  
 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot within 28 days of the date of this notice, 
quoting reference:  00008899 and Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd. 

Water Environment And Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003
Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011

APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF AUTHORISATION MARINE PEN FISH FARM, MACLEAN’S NOSE, LOCH 
SUNART, KILCHOAN, ARDNAMURCHAN, BY ACHARACHLE, ARGYLL

An application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) by MOWI Scotland Ltd. to vary 
water use licence number CAR/L/1002965 authorising the carrying on of controlled activity at, near or in connection 
with a Marine Pen Fish Farm at Maclean’s Nose, Loch Sunart, as follows: 

SEPA considers that the above change(s) to controlled activities may have a signi� cant adverse impact on the water 
environment and on the interests of other users of the water environment.
The application may be viewed on SEPA’s website at: 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/consultations/advertised-applications-under-car/. 
If you are unable to access the website you can email SEPA at registry@sepa.org.uk to request a copy of the application 
Please note that due to the current Covid -19 restrictions it is not possible to view the application at a SEPA o�  ce.
Any person a� ected or likely to be a� ected by, or having an interest in, the application may make representations to 
SEPA in writing within 28 days beginning with the date of this advertisement, either by email to registrydingwall@
sepa.org.uk, quoting reference number CAR/L/1002965:
Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days of this advertisement will be taken into consideration in 
determining the application. Any such representations will be placed in a public register unless the person making 
them requests that they should not be. Where such a request is made SEPA will include a statement in the register 
indicating that representations have been made which have been the subject of such a request.
Before determining the application, SEPA will:

• assess the risk to the water environment posed by the carrying on of the activity or activities;
• assess the indirect e� ects of that impact on any other aspects of the environment likely to be signi� cantly 

a� ected;
• consider any likely adverse social and economic e� ects of that impact and of any indirect environmental e� ects 

that have been identi� ed; 
• consider the likely environmental, social and economic bene� ts of the activity;
• assess the impact of the controlled activity or activities on the interests of other users of the water environment;
• assess what steps may be taken to ensure e�  cient and sustainable water use’; and
• apply and have regard to relevant legislation.

SEPA will then either grant or refuse to grant the application.

Change to the discharge of 
trade e�  uent arising from the 

production of salmon at an existing 
pen � sh farm.

Loch Sunart, Kilchoan, by 
Acharachle, Argyll

NGR: 
NM 5253 6180

FIRST REG OF CROFT
Sheila MacIntosh 
has registered their 
croft 1 Achluachrach 
Kilmonivaig on the 
Crofting Register held 
by the registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 17/6/21
Details of the registration 
can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C7142

First Registration of a 
Croft

Malcolm Campbell 
MacPhail has registered 
their croft Stronmilchan, 
Glenorchy & Innishail 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.  Any person 
who wishes to challenge 
the registration may apply 
to the Scottish Land Court 
by 17th May 2021.  Details 
of the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk /reg is te r/home.  
The croft registration 
number is A0479
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MOBILITYTIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDSPROPERTY

RECRUITMENT

METALS WANTED

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 

Senior Carer
 Qualification; Nursing or SVQ level 3 in health 

and social care essential.

Housekeeping Assistant
Full and part-time permanent positions. 

Good pay and conditions.  
Paid breaks and pension scheme.

For an application form contact manager

 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 
Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Assistant Finance Manager
Salary: £24-26,000 pro rata, 
30 hours/week
Closing date: 5/11/20
To apply, visit kilmartin.org/
home/get-involved/vacancies/

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD
APPLICATION TO

CREATE A NEW CROFT

D, Cameron, Younger of 
Lochiel of Glenloy Croft, 
Achadh Na H-Eirche, 
Glenloy is applying to 
create a new croft.  Case 
no. 105638  

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper and a 
copy will be forwarded 
to the applicant. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW – 
info@crofting.gov.scot

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT  
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS  
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/01434/PP Conversion of garage to form 

self catering unit (amended 
proposals to planning 
permission 19/02333/PP)

25 Lonan Drive, Oban, 
Argyll And Bute,  
PA34 4NN 

20/01566/PP Erection of agricultural shed Land West Of 1 
Balinoe, Isle Of Tiree, 
Argyll And Bute 

20/01695/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
formation of vehicular access

Land North East Of 
Witchwood, Corran 
Esplanade, Oban, 
Argyll And Bute,  
PA34 5AQ 

20/01732/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 5, Land South 
West Of Fonn Aline, 
Aros, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute

20/01688/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
formation of vehicular access

Land East Of Tigh Na 
Mara, Arinagour,  
Isle Of Coll, Argyll  
And Bute 

20/01706/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 6, Land West Of 
Crannich Farm, Aros, 
Isle Of Mull,  
Argyll And Bute 

20/01621/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

2A Claddach, 
Portnahaven, Isle Of 
Islay, Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications 
or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, Kilmory Castle, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers are requested to use 
electronic communication where possible during the coronavirus pandemic 
as our ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

O�  ces and external storage 
yard available to rent at the 

Oban Mountain Rescue Post, 
Sinclair Drive, Oban.

Enquiries to 
info@obanmrt.co.uk

D J CAMPBELL 
JOINERY LTD

Require self-employed 
joiners for the 

Oban area.
Must have own tools 

and transport.
For more details call 

07768 320443
or email: 

djcampbell1@
hotmail.co.uk

www.facebook.com/obantimes

General manager: we are looking for
a professional dynamic Manager to

keep our established business moving forward.

A Unique opportunity to join us at Calgary
managing our café, self-catering & Art Gallery.

 Housekeeper: a year round position
To service our holiday properties 

to a high standard 

 Tel: 01688 400256
Email : info@calgary.co.uk

 WE’RE HIRING FOR A CAR SERVICE  
MECHANIC AT OUR CAMPBELTOWN DEPOT!

An exciting opportunity exists for an 
experienced Car Mechanic at our Campbeltown 
depot who thrives working in a busy and rapidly 
expanding environment.

If you think you could rise to this challenge 
and be an asset to the Hamilton Ross Group  
Please email your CV with a covering letter to  
jobs@hamiltonrossgroup.co.uk

1933
T H E  H A M I L T O N  R O S S  G R O U P  O F  C O M P A N I E S

TELEPHONE  
01586 553031



and o� ering us all a lot of 
support. To Janet McIntyre of 
the Salvation Army, thank you 
for your love and kindness and 
for the beautiful service you 
gave for Creena, made even 
more special as you knew her 
so well. � e � owers provided by 
Macdonald Bros were a stunning 
tribute to Creena. We would also 
like to say thank you to Hugh, 
Kate, Michelle and Jenna at the 
Highland Getaway for the lovely 
spread you provided for us a� er 
the funeral. A special thank 
you to all the sta�  at Abbey� eld 
Nursing Home in Ballachulish 
for the incredible love and care 
you all gave to Creena during 
the last three and a half years. 
As a family we always knew 
she was safe and happy with 
you all. You made us feel she 
was at home. To everyone who 
came out to show their respects 
to Creena on her � nal journey 
through Kinlochleven and at 
the Kinlochmore Cemetery we 
thank you for saying goodbye to 
my wife, our mum, our nannee 
and granny in such a wonderful 
way.

MEMORIAMS
CRAIG - In loving memory of 
my father John (Jack) Craig, who 
died October 10, 1993 and my 
mother Irene Craig, who died 
October 22, 2019.
Sadly missed every day.
- Carole, Neil, Allan, Graham 
and Alison.
FORBES - In loving memory of 
Harry, died October 16, 2018. A 
beloved husband, devoted dad, 
father-in-law and grandpa. 
Remembering you is easy, we do 
it every day. 
Missing you is the heartache 

that never goes away. 
- Margaret, Christine, Iain, 
Lorna and families.
GOODBRAND - In loving 
memory of Campbell, who died 
on October 14, 2017.
A loving partner, stepdad and 
papa.
Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts.
- Ann and family.
MACINNES – In loving 
memory of Morag, dearly 
beloved mother and 
grandmother, who passed away 
October 12, 2019.
Loved and membered always
- Your loving family.
MACINTYRE - Remembering 
with love my mum Flora, who 
passed away October 16, 2011.
 It doesn't need a special day 
To bring you to my mind 
For days without a thought of 
you 
Are very hard to � nd. 
- Love Margaret xxx
MACINTYRE – In loving 
memory of our precious mum 
and granny Flora, who passed 
away on October 16, 2011.
Loved and missed every day
All our love
- Fiona, Frank and family xxx
MACINTYRE – Flora.
No words can ever describe the 
emptiness since you have gone 
Mum.
Loved and missed so much.
Till we meet again.
- Shona, James and family xxx
MACKAY – In loving memory 
of Marjory, a loving wife and 
mother, who died October 14, 
2014.
Always in our minds
Forever in our hearts
- Donald and Gordon.

McGIBBON – Remembering 
our dear parents and 
grandparents, Angus, died 
October 19, 1993, E�  e, died 
December 8, 2001.
Forever in our hearts
Loved and missed always.
- Maureen, John, Fraser, Sheena 
and family.
STEWART – Remembering our 
dear parents and grandparents, 
Marjorie, died September 17, 
1996, Ernie, died November 14, 
1999.
Forever in our hearts
Loved and missed always.
- Maureen, John, Fraser, Sheena 
and family.
WOMACK – In memory of my 
dear wife Dorothy who passed 
away on October 15, 2019.
Sadly missed by children 
Richard, Andrew, Martin, 
Amanda and Helen.
Forever in our hearts.
WOOD – 10th anniversary of 
my husband John, who passed 
away October 18, 2010.
With love.
 - Morag and family.
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Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

DEATHS
CAMPBELL - Peacefully at 
home on Saturday, September 
10, 2020, Janette Anne 
(Joy), dearly loved partner 
of Duncan MacGregor and 
loving sister of Niall, Oonah, 
Rodger and the late Campbell. 
Cremation private due to 
current restrictions.
DAVIDSON - Colin. On 
October 8, 2020 at home 
in Ardfern with his family, 
Colin, Emeritus Professor 
of Electrical Engineering 
and Stalwart, long standing 
member of W.H.A.M. 
Private interment at Kilvaree 
Cemetery in accordance with 
Covid restrictions.
GLASS - Peacefully at home 
on October 7, 2020 a� er a 
short illness, John Glass, 
retired Argyll policeman, 
passed away with his family by 
his side. Loving husband and 
best friend of Anne, cherished 
and much-loved dad of Shirley 
and Andrew, father-in-law, 
proud and loving papa of 
his grandchildren and their 
partners, and doting papa John 
to his great-grandchildren. 
A private funeral service 
will be held at Greenock 
Crematorium at 1.00 p.m. on 
Monday, October 19. Details of 
the cortege route are available 
from Caladh Funeral Services, 
Kirn, Dunoon (01369) 707000 
and donations may be made to 
Macmillan nurses and Cowal 
Hospice Trust in memory 
of John. Given current 
restrictions many people 
will be unable to join us in 
celebrating John's life, please 
raise a glass wherever you are, 
in memory of a man of his 
time and his place.
GRAY - Peacefully on 
October 11, 2020, Lila 
(Lennox), Ganavan, aged 81 
years. Beloved wife of the late 
John Gray, Lynn of Lorne, 
Benderloch and Mum to John, 
Laurie and Janet and mother-

in-law to Eileen, Colleen and 
Alasdair. Will be truly missed. 
Private funeral due to current 
restrictions.
MACALLISTER - Ann, 
beloved wife of Johnny, died 
peacefully in Eadar Glinn 
on October 1, 2020. Beloved 
mother of Donald, Johnny and 
William and the late Ann and 
Mary and beloved granny and 
great-granny. Sadly missed. I 
love you Ann, Johnny.
MACCOLL – Peacefully on 
September 25, 2020 with his 
family by his side Joe, aged 88. 
Loving husband of Maimie, 
dear dad of Caroline and Gary, 
much loved papa of Aimee, 
Scott and Andrew and great-
grampa of Lewis and Joshie. 
Loved brother of Paul and the 
late Margaret and Donnie and 
dear brother-in-law and uncle.
MACKECHNIE - It is with 
great sadness, a� er becoming 
unwell, on Friday, October 9, 
2020, Elizabeth, (Betty), sadly 
passed away at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban. Much 
loved mother of David and 
Marina, fond memories from 
all the extended family.
MACMILLAN - John Gibb. 
Died suddenly at home in 
Ballachulish on Sunday, 
October 4, 2020, aged 59 years. 
Beloved husband of Anne, 
son of Anna and the late John 
Stewart MacMillan. Brother 
of Graeme and the late Lesley. 
Brother-in-law to Angus, Celia 
and the late Ronald and uncle 
to LeeAnn, Stephanie, Euan, 
Samantha, Russell and Ross. 
He will be forever missed by all. 
A private cremation, restricted 
by current guidelines, will be 
held at Cardross Crematorium 
at 1.15 p.m. on � ursday, 
October 15, 2020. No � owers 
please. Sincere thanks go to 
all those who attended on 
Sunday for their e� orts and 
compassion.
THOMSON - (Inverness, 
previously of Fort William 
and Edinburgh) Jane Gilchrist 

Cranston, born on August 1, 
1943, passed away peacefully 
at home on Sunday, October 
4, 2020, at the age of 77 
years. Beloved daughter of 
Matthew and Mary Henderson 
(deceased), wife of Charles 
� omson (deceased) and a 
loving mother to sons Michael, 
Charles and Stewart. Due to 
recent advice to reduce social 
gatherings, there will a private 
funeral service at Inverness 
Crematorium on � ursday, 
October 15, 2020 at 12 p.m. 
Family � owers only please, 
but a donation can be made in 
memory of Jane for Dementia 
Scotland at www.alzscot.org 
Enquiries to Mairi Russell 
Funeral Services, 01349 880901.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
KELLY - � e family of the 
late Michael Kelly, formerly 
of Bonawe, would like to 
thank all relatives and friends 
most sincerely for the many 
cards, � owers and messages of 
condolence received following 
their recent sad bereavement; 
special thanks to Father 
MacNeil for the kind and 
comforting service and to 
Hughie for providing a � tting 
eulogy.  Our sincere thanks 
to Owen and sta�  (Hamish 
Hoey & Son) for funeral 
arrangements and to Justine 
at � e � istle & � e Rose for 
the beautiful � owers. Finally a 
heartfelt appreciation to all the 
wonderful sta�  at Etive House 
for the devotion and care shown 
to Michael during his time with 
them.
REID - Creena (née Porteous). 
Billy, Allan, Gail and families 
would like to thank all 
our relatives, friends and 
neighbours for all the kindness 
you have shown together with 
the thoughtfulness and words of 
sympathy given at this very sad 
time for us all. Grateful thanks 
to Amanda, John and Peter at 
MacLellan Funeral Directors 
for helping us to create a lovely 
and � tting send o�  for Creena 
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

Call Linnie Quail on 07774 705783  
or visit www.johnfraserandson.com

Our family have offered personal, professional 
funeral services to the Highland community for 
over 135 years. Our large stock of memorials  
in different granites means that turnaround  
time is minimised. 

Prices start at £750 and include unlimited 
lettering, design, flower vase, installation at  
any cemetery in mainland Highlands, VAT  
and the cemetery fee. Bespoke options  
and restoration are also available.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

PERSONAL NOTICES

I would like to o�er sincere and heartfelt thanks to all close family 
members, relatives, friends, ex colleagues and everyone else who 
contacted me, by whatever means, a�er my daughter, Christine 
(Nicol) lost her very brave �ght against cancer on 31/08/2020.

I have been completely overwhelmed by the messages of sympa-
thy, support and love that has come my way since that date. It 
has been a huge comfort to me in many ways, especially in the 
realisation of the high regard Christine was held in by all who 
came into contact with her.

Special mention must be made to her own circle of close friends 
who she met in primary school, continued through secondary 
school, into adulthood until her untimely death. You know who 
you are! Christine was so proud to be a part of your lives and you 
a big part of hers.

Life goes on but I want it to be known that my life has become 
more bearable because of all the expressions of sympathy from 
a wide range of people and places on the loss of my very special 
Daughter.
�ank you all, so much.
Donnie (MacDonald)

Chrissie Maclean 8 Glen Nevis Place, 
would like to thank all her family 
neighbours and friends for all the 

beautiful flowers and cards she received 
on the passing of her dear friend 

Christine. 

Thank you

WOODROW – In loving 
memory of our David, a dear 
son and brother who died on 
October 16, 1990. Result of an 
accident.
A special person, a special face
Someone we loved and can’t 
replace
A sadness still comes over us

Tears in silence o�en �ow
We will never cease to miss 
you
As the years may come and go
Memory keeps you ever close
�ough you died 30 years ago
- Mum, Dad, Fraser, Sheena 
and family.

‘�e Lord is my shepherd, 
I have everything I need’, 
Psalm 23:1
�e Psalms are �lled with 
the whole range of human 
emotion and experience. One 
hundred and ��y songs or po-
ems, many attributed to David 
the shepherd boy turned king, 
bring to us words of comfort, 
words of lament, words of 
praise, words of wonder, words 
of frustration, words of joy, 
words of advice, guidance, 
prayer, gratitude, anger, peace 
and so much more.

Is there a Bible by your 
bedside, on your bookshelf, 
in daily use or in need of a 
dust down? Pick it up, open it 
right in the middle and you’ll 
probably be in the Psalms. If 
you �nd yourself at Esther or 

Job you need to move forward 
a bit; Proverbs or Ecclesiastes 
move back a bit! �ere, in the 
Psalms, let your eyes wander, 
your mind wonder and your 
soul be nourished by ancient, 
yet ever relevant, words.

‘We put our hope in the 
LORD; he is our protector and 
our help. We are glad because 
of him; we trust in his holy 
name.’

‘May your constant love be 
with us, LORD, as we put our 
hope in you.’ (Psalm 33: 20-22)

May you know God’s com-
forting presence and peace 
in whatever of life’s varied 
tapestry you are experiencing.

Reverend Donald 
McCorkindale, Strontian, 

Ardgour and Morvern 
Parishes.

Online audiences to learn of 
work of air ambulance team
A team of experienced volun-
teer speakers is going digital to 
ensure Scotland’s Charity Air 
Ambulance (SCAA) takes its 
life-saving story to thousands 
of people across Scotland.

Each year, the charity – which 
operates two helicopter air 
ambulances based at Perth and 
Aberdeen – gives hundreds of 
talks to businesses, groups and 
organisations.

With Covid restrictions 
calling a halt to public gather-
ings, however, a full summer 
schedule of presentations 
by the frontline emergency 
responders was shelved.

Now SCAA is turning 
to technology to share the 
story of their vital emergency 
pre-hospital care service and 
it can be delivered to groups 
anywhere in Scotland.

‘Presentations on the work 
of SCAA have proved hugely 
popular in every corner 
of the country,’ explained 
SCAA’s Fundraising and 
Communications Director, 
Nick Harvey.

‘While our crews continued 
to provide their life-saving 
service seven days a week 
throughout the pandemic, we 
were sorry to have had to can-
cel many promised talks as the 
restrictions took hold. Now we 
can deliver the same presenta-
tion virtually – straight into 
any group’s online meeting.’

He continued: ‘SCAA has 
already delivered several talks 
this way and we want to spread 
the message that we’re avail-
able to give presentations to 

groups anywhere on Scotland’s 
mainland or her many islands 
– even to ex-pat groups abroad 
if asked.

‘Spreading the word about 
our work is vital to securing 
support for the service and 
encouraging fundraising and 
giving.

‘SCAA relies entirely on 
public donations to fund what 
is a vital service for the people 
of Scotland and talks about our 
life-saving work have provided 
a valuable income stream.’

SCAA would be delighted to 
hear from any groups inter-
ested in organising an online 
presentation by emailing 
fundraising@scaa.org.uk or 
calling 0300 123 1111.
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Wentworth 
weekend
woes for Bob
Disappointing weekend 
rounds of 77 and 73 saw 
Oban’s Bob MacIntyre slip 
down the leaderboard 
to � nish tied 58th at 
the prestigious BMW 
PGA Championship in 
Wentworth last week. 

Having followed up 
Thursday’s opening round 
73 with a brilliant four 
under par 68 on Friday,  
the Oban star gave himself 
a chance of mixing it 
with the leaders over 
the weekend. However, 
Saturday did not go 
according to plan. Paired 
with Ryder Cup legend 
and former world number 
one Lee Westwood, 
Bob carded two double 
bogeys and not a single 
birdie in his round which 
e� ectively took him out 
of the running for a high 
� nish. 

The Oban left hander 
now faces a battle to 
remain in the world’s top 
100 having slipped to 
94th. He also needs some 
strong � nishes in the 
coming weeks to ensure 
he quali� es for the season 
ending DP World Tour 
Championship in Dubai. 
With only the top 60 in the 
Race to Dubai standings 
qualifying, Bob currently 
sits 65th and will be 
hoping home advantage 
will lead to a good 
showing this week in the 
Scottish Championship at 
Fairmont, St Andrews.

Crash denies McPhee a
potential podium fi nish
A� er battling hard to stay 
in the leading group during 
the Moto3 race at Le Mans, 
PETRONAS Sprinta Racing’s 
John McPhee from Connel was 
prevented from potentially 
� ghting for a French GP podi-
um place a� er getting caught 
up in another rider’s crash.

John didn’t have the best of 
starts, � nding himself eleventh 
at the end of the opening lap. 
Biding his time until the tyres 
were warm, the Scot stayed in 
the leading pack and was tenth 
at the halfway point.

Picking up the pace in the 
closing laps, John was looking 
to move himself into the podi-
um � ght. 

Unfortunately, on lap 19, 
he was caught up in another 
rider’s Turn 10 crash.

With nowhere to go, 
McPhee’s race came to an early 
end and dropped him to � � h 
in the championship.

John and teammate KIP 
will now head straight to 
MotorLand Aragón for the 
second event in this October’s  
triple-header: the Gran Premio 
de Aragón, October 16 to 18.

A� er the race John said: 
Today has been a tough day for 
me and it wasn’t the outcome 
we were looking for. We’ve 
shown good speed and had 
good rhythm all weekend, 
which I struggled to show 
in the race. It wasn’t a very 
good start from me, but I was 
con� dent I could make my 
way forward again. However, I 
realised early on that we were 

missing some straight-line 
speed. I don’t know why and it 
made trying to pass the other 
riders very di�  cult. I knew the 

areas where I could be strong 
so I wanted to wait for the last 
laps to attack because I didn’t 
have the speed to overtake rid-

ers one-by-one. Unfortunately 
a rider crashed in front of me 
and I was caught up in it. We’ve 
dropped some positions in the 

championship, but we’re fast 
every weekend so we’ll look for 
a better result in Aragón.

More sport on page 12

Connel’s John McPhee, No 17, in action during last weekend’s French Grand Prix at Le mans.
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Stars align 
as Great Glen 
Charcuterie 
wins award

Leanachan 
Forest eco 
cabins given 
green light

A ‘hammer blow’ for Lochaber 
is how the impact of any per-
manent closure of the region’s 
two branches of Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill (EWM) was 
described this week.

� e future of EWM shops 
in Fort William and Spean 
Bridge, as well as Oban, hangs 
in the balance a� er 24,000 sta�  
across the entire UK group 
were noti� ed on Friday of its 
plans to go into administration 
unless a rescue solution can be 
found within 10 days.

Long before the coronavirus, 
EWM had warned in its an-
nual report of March 2019 of 
‘extremely challenging trading 
conditions in the UK’, due to 
the surge in online shopping 
and reduced footfall in town 
centres. 

Bosses have now admitted 
that a combination of lock-
down and then further local 
lockdowns had meant normal 
trading had become impossible.

EWM depended on the inter-
national overseas visitor mar-
ket which had collapsed this 

year because of the pandemic. 
Furthermore, loyal customers 
from the visiting coach tours 
market had also taken a huge 
hit this year.

EWM has now � led ‘a notice 
of intent’ with the High Court 
to appoint administrators. 

Papers have been lodged 
which e� ectively buy it 10 days 
before creditors can swoop.

 It is now in urgent talks with 
business experts to review its 
future.

It puts the future of hundreds 

of stores and outlets in doubt in 
a group headed by Switzerland-
based billionaire Philip Day. 
� e group includes subsidiaries 
such as Jaeger, Ponden Home, 
and Peacocks.

Councillor Andrew Baxter, 
who represents Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan ward on 
Highland Council as well as 
being chairman of the council’s 
Lochaber Area Committee, 

said it was a di�  cult time for 
sta�  of the branches in Fort 
William and Spean Bridge 
which have remained closed 
during the health crisis.

‘� is is a worrying time for 
the sta�  working in the Fort 
William and Spean Bridge 
stores. I know they are popular 
places for visitors to Lochaber, 
who like to return home with 
a wee memento of their visit to 
Scotland,’ said Mr Baxter.

‘It will be a real hammer 
blow to see these stores close. 
I hope a rescue package can be 
secured. Unfortunately, I think 
the upcoming months will see 
many other local businesses 
face an uncertain future.’

Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB) Highlands 
and Islands Development 
Manager David Richardson 
told the Lochaber Times the 
company’s decision to go into 
administration would worry 
traders across Scotland, not 
least in Fort William and Spean 
Bridge.

‘� eir shops tend to act as 
magnets, pulling people into 

Fears grow for Woollen Mill 
outlets across Lochaber

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page six.

Mask maker-in-chief Laura Cheetham, centre, with Karen Hosie, left, and Julie Anne 
McManus from Caol-based charity Lochaber Action on Disability with some of the 
festive season anti-coronavirus face masks produced to raise money for the local 
organisation. For the full story, turn to page � ve. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Festive face masks to raise more than a smile

‘It will be a real 
hammer blow to see 
these stores close.’
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A� er his critically acclaimed 
2018 debut album Bloodlines 
led to support gigs for legends 
such as ex-Led Zeppelin 
frontman Robert Plant and 
Van Morrison, as well as a 
performance on � e Late Late 
Show with James Corden, 
Lewis native Colin Macleod 
could have been forgiven for 
trading in his quiet Hebridean 
life for at least a few years of 
jet-setting and the adulation of 
his growing legion of fans.

But Macleod, who’s new 
album, Hold Fast, is due for 
release in January and sees 
vocals on two tracks provided 
by Sheryl Crow, is still more 
likely to be found at home on 
his cro�  at Swordale, tending 
a � ock of sheep with his dad 
Callum, sur� ng or doing a bit 
of � shing, than schmoozing 
on the music business party 
circuit – Covid-19 lockdown 
not withstanding.

� e � rst single o�  the new 
album is Old Soul, on which 
Crow lends her shimmering 
vocals, and which has been 
available for a few weeks and 
is already garnering praise and 
new fans.

And whether it is Old Soul 

with its plaintive tale of a man 
who feels born out of time, or 
the lush stringed Queen of the 
Highland, or his paean to his 
island home on � is Old Place, 
Macleod has struck gold with 
Hold Fast.

With echoes of Springsteen’s 
panoramic rock fables to 
quieter, more introspective 
numbers such as 33, on 
which Crow also features, 
Hold Fast is Macleod’s love 
letter to his ancestral home 

and the life he has there.
Speaking on the phone from 
his Hebridean home to the 
Lochaber Times one night this 
week, a� er � nishing work on 
the cro� , Macleod graciously 
gave up a large chunk of his 
evening to chat about his new 
release, how his island home 
colours his music and how he 
managed to get one of the US’s 
biggest female rock stars to 
sing on his new album.

‘We � nished the album about 
a year ago and I’m very happy 
with it. It’s exciting to � nally 
have it coming out for sure.   
I think it’s doing alright – I 
don’t keep up much to be hon-
est. � ere’s been lots of nice 
comments. My pal in the local 
shop really liked it, so it’s all 
good!’ Macleod con� ded.

As for why he picked Old 
Soul to be the � rst single, 

Macleod says it pretty much 
encompasses most of the new 
album’s sentiments and ideas.

‘It just seemed to be the best 
song for kicking things o� ,’ he 
said down the phone, while 
fending o�  the attentions of 
his new Border Collie puppy.

Nine-times Grammy winner 
Crow has remained a fan and 
supportive of Macleod’s work 
since the couple toured togeth-
er in 2018.

‘Still feels a bit funny saying 
it out loud – “me and Sheryl 
Crow”. It’s pretty cool,’ ex-
plained Macleod in a tone that 
lets you know the appreciation 
is mutual.

Crow recorded her vocals 
in Nashville, where she has 
a horse farm and raises her 
two sons. Macleod recorded 
his part in London, although 
there was still a bit of what he 
calls ‘to-ing an fro-ing’ to get 
things right, which saw him 
Face-timing the multi-award 
winning singer at her home in 
Tennessee from his cro�  in the 
Hebrides.

‘It sounds bonkers when you 
say it, that you can record a 
song with someone and not 
even be on the same bit of the 
Earth, with an ocean in be-
tween,’ said Macleod, now 35.

Hold Fast tells the story of a 
man who grudgingly comes 
home to where he is from, then 
slowly realising everything he 
needs and wants is right there.

‘I think you can overlook 
what you have on your own 
doorstep,’ said Macleod.

And while the coronavirus 
lockdown postponed the al-
bum for a wee while, Macleod 
says he was fortunate to be 
living where he does.

‘I know it’s been really tough 
for a lot of people, but I am very 
fortunate being up here. Lewis 
is de� nitely not the worst place 
to be during the lockdown. I’m 
more self-contained here and 
life has gone on pretty much as 
normal.

‘When lockdown started I 
was actually going into my 
own yearly lockdown for � ve 
weeks with the start of lamb-
ing. Life consisted of being in 
the barn or in my bed.’

And he still considers 
himself a cro� er as much as a 
musician, and loves working 
on the land with his dad.

‘If someone had told me when 
I was 18 I’d be cro� ing and be 
at home – I’d be like, away 
man, I’m gonna be a rock star 
and get away from this place. 
But there’s something about it, 
it’s  in your blood, and as I got 
older, I became more keenly 
aware of my heritage, where I 
was from and the importance 
of it.

‘When you come from a little 
village and see that line of 
your relatives coming for you, 
there’s a sense of pride and 
responsibility to maintain that 
way of life. I’d not go out of my 
way to do it, if I didn’t enjoy 
it – but I love it. It’s a very re-
warding way of life for me and 
de� nitely feeds my creativity.’

Macleod released the 
Fireplace album under the 
moniker � e Boy Who 
Trapped � e Sun back in 2010 
and says when he got his � rst 
record deal, he tried not to 
reveal to people he was also a 
cro� er, fearing people simply 
would not understand as it was 
too di� erent a lifestyle.

‘But my life is so wrapped up 
in where I am from, I couldn’t 
be one without the other,’ he 
said. ‘It might seem a funny 
thing to some, but it feels the 
most natural thing in the 
world to me.’

Lewis songwriter Colin holds fast 
to island roots with new album

Colin Macleod’s new album 
Hold Fast is due out in 
January, with Sheryl Crow 
adding her vocals to a 
couple of tracks.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Fatal road crash non A82 near Drumnadrochit
Police are appealing for infor-
mation following a road crash 
in the Highlands in which a 
woman has died.

Around 3.15pm   yesterday 
(Monday), a south-bound blue 
Citroen C3 and a grey Honda 
CRV travelling north, collided 
on the A82, near Borlum Farm, 
Drumnadrochit.

Emergency services attend-
ed, however, the 24-year-old 
female passenger of the 

Citroen C3 died at the scene.
� e driver of the Citroen 

C3, a 27-year-old man, and 
the 56-year-old female driver 
of the Honda CRV, were 
both taken by ambulance 
to Raigmore Hospital in 
Inverness.   � e man was in a 
serious but stable condition 
and the woman is stable.
Sergeant David Miller, Road 
Policing Unit, Highlands and 
Islands, said: ‘We are still keen 

to hear from anyone who saw 
the crash or possibly the cars 
just prior to the collision. We’re 
also looking for any dash-cam 
footage of the area at the time.

‘Information can be passed 
to Road Policing O�  cers at 
Dingwall Police Station via 
101.   Please quote reference 
number 1838 of 12 October 
2020 when calling.’

� e road was re-opened at 
9.30pm.
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Owners of Lochaber’s hos-
pitality businesses are now 
seeing their hopes and dreams 
for the future put in jeopardy 
by the Scottish Government’s 
latest ra�  of restrictions aimed 
at tackling a surge in coronavi-
rus cases in recent weeks.

� at was the view of the 
Federation of Small Businesses 
(FSB) FSB Highlands & 
Islands development manager, 
David Richardson, giving 
his reaction to the Lochaber 
Times a� er First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon revealed her 
government’s new measures.

Business groups issued dire 
warnings about the impact 
of new 16-day restrictions on 
Scotland’s hospitality sector 
which came into force on 
Friday.

� e Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce said the clamp-

down on selling alcohol 
indoors   would ‘spell the 
death knell’ for many, while 
the Scottish Tourism Alliance 
called them ‘nothing short of 
devastating’.

Ms Sturgeon said pubs, bars, 
restaurants and cafes can now 
operate indoors on a ‘very 
restricted’ basis only.

It means that between 6am-
6pm, they can provide food 
and non-alcoholic drinks 
only. Hotel restaurants are 
able to operate beyond 6pm, 
but only for residents and 
without serving alcohol in-
doors. � e current restrictions 
on meeting a maximum of six 
people from two households 
in indoor public places still 
apply. Bars, pubs, restaurants 
and cafes can continue to 
serve alcohol outdoors up to 
10pm, and subject to the six 
people from two households 
rule.

Exceptions will be made 
for weddings already booked 
and funerals, said the First 
Minister.

Due to high levels of infec-
tion, stricter restrictions are in 
place across � ve health board 
areas – Greater Glasgow & 
Clyde, Lanarkshire, Ayrshire 
& Arran, Lothian and Forth 
Valley. In these areas, all 

licensed premises – with 
the exception of hotels for 
residents – have had to close. 
Takeaways, however, are 
permitted and hotels remain 
open for residents.

Mr Richardson told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘Hospitality 
businesses in Lochaber will 
be horri� ed at the First 
Minister’s announcement. 
With some three months’ 
trading under their belts 
since unlocking, squeezing 
every last penny out of the 
season has been of paramount 
importance to their long-term 
viability, and now they are 
seeing what for many will be 
the premature ending of the 
2020 tourist season.

‘Moreover, while it is still 
perfectly permissible for 
people from the Central Belt 
to holiday in the Highlands, 
there appears to be confusion, 
and there are lots of reports of 
cancellations.

‘Not only will these addi-
tional restrictions pile even 
more pressure on hospitality 
businesses at an extremely 
delicate time, they will have a 
signi� cant knock-on e� ect on 
our tourism sector as a whole, 
the hospitality supply chain, 
and on night-time economy 
operators like taxi drivers 
and takeaways. How many 
businesses will be forced to 
close as a result?’

Mr Davidson said the 
concerns were not just for the 
viability of businesses and the 
‘precious jobs’ that go with 
them.

He added: ‘First, the pres-
ence of hospitality businesses 
plays a massive role in the 
quality of life enjoyed by local 
communities, their closure af-
fecting almost everyone, and 
second, there is the mental 
health of business owners to 
consider.

‘� ese are people who have 

complied with every challenge 
that has been thrown at them 
since this nightmare began 
in March, and many are now 
seeing their hopes and dreams 
for the future put in jeopardy.’

And while Mr Richardson 
said the £40million support 
fund was very welcome, 
he wondered if it would be 
enough.

‘Owners must now take ma-
jor and very urgent decisions 
about their businesses’ fu-
tures, and they need to know 
where they stand before doing 
so,’ he told us.

‘FSB Scotland is working 
closely with the Scottish 
Government in a bid to en-
sure that individual schemes 
are devised as quickly as 
possible, and that the money 
reaches those businesses in 
greatest need – including 
those indirectly a� ected by 
the changes – in the shortest 
possible time.’

Hospitality fi rms ‘horrifi ed’ 
at new Covid crackdown

The Federation of Small 
Business (FSB)’s Highlands 
and Islands Development 
Manager, David Richardson.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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A recommendation that two 
smaller roll-on/roll-o�  vessels 
should be bought for the vital 
lifeline Corran Ferry service 
instead of a single, larger 
vessel is to be considered by 
Highland Council.

� e local authority is respon-
sible for operating the Corran 
Ferry service, the busiest single 
vessel route in Scotland which 
carries more than 260,000 cars 

Fresh assurances from 
NHS Highland that a new 
renal dialysis service on Skye 
will be 'ready for patients 
in December' have been 
welcomed by  Kate Forbes 
MSP a� er two years of 
campaigning.

Five patients are currently 
travelling three days a week 
from their homes in Skye 
and Lochalsh to Raigmore 
Hospital in Inverness, 
which Ms Forbes previously 
described as 'intolerable'.

� e health board is making 
internal alterations to the 
day room at the MacKinnon 
Memorial Hospital in 
Broadford to house the new 
service.

Last year the health board’s 
previous chief executive Iain 
Stewart said he hoped the new 
service would 'start by April 
2020' but recruitment and 
training issues and the Covid 
pandemic delayed this.

But earlier this week 
Paul Hawkins, outgoing 
chief executive of NHS 
Highland, wrote to the Skye 
and Lochalsh constituency 
MSP with an update as she 
continued to press the case for 
her constituents.

In his letter of September 
28 to Ms Forbes, Mr Hawkins 
said: ‘Covid-19 pressures 
within the hospital along with 
di�  culties in sta�  recruitment 
to the new renal jobs have 
caused delays in opening a 
renal dialysis unit in Skye and 
Lochalsh. 

‘I can now con� rm that re-
cruitment has been successful 
and building work is due to 
start shortly. We anticipate 
being ready for patients in 
December 2020. I know this is 
somewhat later than originally 
planned but am sure this will 
be a welcome development for 
patients.’

Ms Forbes said: ‘My heart 
goes out to the patients who’ve 
had to travel to Inverness for 
dialysis for so long. It’s a long, 
uncomfortable journey and 
they have been waiting in 
hope that a service is provided 
on Skye.

‘I know the most 
recent setbacks - recruitment 
issues and Covid - le�  many 
disappointed.

‘I hope the progress made 
will give hope that these 
patients and their families will 
have an easier journey to get 
to dialysis.’ 

Not-so-small towns are stepping into 
the spotlight.

Lochaber is powered by the variety 
and richness of its communities; from 
the creative talents of arts and cultural 
groups, to the dedicated e� orts and 
expertise of keyworkers, to the entre-
preneurial spirit shown by businesses.

� e coronavirus pandemic has 
brought out the best in people, remind-

ing everyone of the vital importance 
of communities. At the same time, 
politicians are recognising small towns 
are just as important as big cities for 
the social and economic well-being of 
Scotland.

Now, in spite of the di�  cult times we 
are enduring, with the support of gov-
ernment and public agencies, Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce is ready to 

make the most of the opportunities that 
towns and communities can o� er.

A chamber spokesperson said: ‘We’re 
delighted to announce Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce will be taking 
a leading role in a one-day event ad-
dressing transformational changes and 
improvements for Fort William Town 
Centre.

‘� e event will focus on ‘investment 

to attract investment’ with the one-day 
conference involving key stakeholders, 
political leaders and visionaries. � e 
event will be presented live in a hybrid 
in-person and digital format from the 
new Highland Cinema on Monday 
November 30.

‘We will share further details and how 
to book your place soon, but for now 
please 'save the date' in your diary.’

Fort William town centre changes planned Skye dialysis 
service ‘ready 
for patients in 
December’

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Two vessel Corran Ferry 
service to be considered

ceptable. Two smaller vessels 
would deliver guaranteed ves-
sel availability all year round 
and the required reliability, 
resilience and sustainability 
for a lifeline socio-economic 
dependent service for 30 years 
and should therefore be the 
preferred option.

� e upfront £45million 
capital costs of the new hybrid 
vessels will be balanced by sav-
ings in operating costs, with 
improvements in e�  ciency 
and fuel consumption that 
will also contribute to reduced 
carbon emissions.

An anticipated increase 
in revenue due to the larger 
capacity of the new vessels 
and increasing passenger 
numbers will also help o� -set 
the initial cost. � e preferred 
option will now be considered 
by the council’s Harbours 
Management Board later this 
month.

Study
� e steering group also 

supported the commissioning 
of an up-dated socio-eco-
nomic study into the bene� ts 
the Corran Ferry brings to 
Ardnamurchan, Morvern, 
Lochaber, Mull and tourism 
across the West Highlands.

� e next step in the outline 
business case will be to look at 
operational costs and income 
opportunities.

Highland Council does not 
have a committed capital pro-
gramme for replacement ves-
sels/slipways and will look to 
explore sources of funding for 
the required capital spending.

� e � ndings of the two-vessel 
option will be taken back to 
the council’s Economy and 
Infrastructure Committee 
early next year.

each year and delivers more 
than 30,000 sailings, early 
morning to late at night, 365 
days of the year.

� e current two ferry vessels 
are at the end of their life and 
are in need of replacement. 
Large capital spending will be 
required to future proof the 
sustainability and viability of 
the service.

At a meeting this week of the 
Corran Ferry Steering Group, 
community representatives 
were advised that as part of 
an ongoing outline business 
case, Highland Council has 
reviewed again the vessel/
infrastructure options to fully 
understand what will generate 
the largest bene� ts whilst con-
sidering each of the options in 
terms of their a� ordability.

As a result of this, recommen-
dations will be put forward for 
the council to consider the op-
tion of two new smaller hybrid 
roll-on/roll-o�  vessels, each 
with a 25 car capacity, which 
will enable faster loading and 
will result in the service being 
compliant and running to the 
published timetable, instead of 
shuttling.

� e alternative option was 
for one new 50-car capacity 
roll-on/roll-o�  vessel, with re-
� t/relief/second vessel secured 
from elsewhere  in the CMAL 
� eet.

It was agreed a one vessel 
operation would result in no 
service for short periods in the 
event of a breakdown while a 
backup vessel was found.

Councillor Andrew Baxter, 
chairman of the steering group, 
said from a political, economic 
and social point of view, such 
a scenario where there was 
no service, would be unac-

Smaller boats would 
enable faster loading

The Corran ferry.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Christmas has come early 
at the Lochaber Action of 
Disability (LAD) Cafe in Caol, 
with the production and sale 
of festive-themed face masks 
to raise money for the charity.

Made by manager - and 
Santa’s little helper - Laura 
Cheetham, the reuseable 
masks come in a range of pat-
terns featuring Christmas 
trees, reindeer and penguins.

Costing £3.50 each, or three 
for £10, the masks are proving 
popular with 30 sold on the 
� rst day, leaving Laura to head 
back to her sewing machine in 

� e launch of a new campaign 
by environmental activist 
group Extinction Rebellion 
Scotland has seen large posters 
displayed in Fort William’s 
underpass and bus station.

� e ‘Make � e Connections’ 
campaign saw three activists 
climb the Scottish Parliament 
building in Edinburgh last 
week and drop a giant ban-
ner reading ‘Choose Oil or 
Choose Life: Act Now’ over the 
entrance.

� e campaign says its aim 
is to persuade the Scottish 
Government to step away from 
its ‘collusion’ with the fossil 
fuel industry and to become 
the world leader in renewable 
energy it aspires to be.

A spokesperson for XR Fort 
William, the local branch of 
Extinction rebellion, told the 
Lochaber Times this week: 
‘We are hurtling towards the 
breakdown of the support 
systems we rely on for life. � is 
has not happened by accident, 
we have known the science and 
the solutions for decades.

‘Wilful obstruction by 
� nance and fossil fuel com-
panies have led to our gov-
ernment implementing weak 
climate change policy which 
shores up the pro� ts of these 
companies, while putting all of 
our lives at risk. In the words 
of Ban Ki-Moon, former UN 
Secretary General: '� is is an 
emergency and for emergency 
situations we need emergency 
action.' XR Scotland is taking 
this direct action to make the 
connections between these 
facts clear and demand the 
Scottish Government Choose 
Oil or Choose Life.

‘Choose Your Future, 
Choose Life’ bus stop adver-
tising boards have appeared 
in Edinburgh, Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Stirling, Inverness 
and now Fort William. � ese 
actions are part of a series 
highlighting the collusion 
between fossil fuel companies, 
the � nance sector and gov-
ernment in locking us into a 
future marred by climate and 
ecological breakdown.’

‘Santa’s workshop. She said: 
‘Every year LAD celebrates 
a ‘Green’ week, encouraging 
people to recycle and reuse 
products. With Covid restric-
tions, our usual display was 
going to be di�  cult and a� er 
reading about discarded masks 
becoming a litter and wildlife 
problem I came up with the 
idea of producing the reusable 
masks. 

‘� ese � t in with our eco 
activities and with pretty 
Christmas designs will hope-
fully encourage people to hang 
on to them for longer, while 

also raising much-needed 
funds for LAD.’ Laura has 
also produced a slightly bigger 
mask which men may � nd a bit 
more comfortable to wear.

In light of many shops stock-
ing up early for Christmas 
in case of more rigid Covid 
restrictions, this is a good 
chance to get into the Yuletide 
spirit with a useful gi�  while 
supporting a local charity 
which helps many people 
across Lochaber.

Masks can be bought in the 
cafe at Caol Shopping Centre 
or by calling 01397 701171.

Posters targeting oil 
consumption appear 
in Fort William

Laura sews in the Christmas 
design. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.

photos

Festive mask fundraiser

Queen’s birthday honours for islanders
� ree community-spir-
ited individuals from 
the Highlands 
and Islands 
feature in the 
Queen’s Birthday 
Honours list for 
2020, writes Fiona 
Scott.

From Harris, 
Morag Munro and 
Angus MacLean received an 
MBE (Member of the Order 
of the British Empire) and 

BEM (Medallists of 
the Order of the 

British Empire) 
respec t ive ly, 
while Patricia 
Mary Walsh 
also received 
an MBE for 

services to the 
community in 

Skye and Lochalsh.
As well as being a very 

successful councillor and 
chairperson for education in 

the past, Morag also spear-
headed the creation of the 
Harris Sports Centre, as well 
as carrying out some amazing 
work for Crossroads which 
has produced great bene� ts 
to so many people over the 
years.

As well as his long-standing 
dedication and commitment 
to the Harris Football Club, 
Angus ‘Gus’ MacLean also 
provides local deliveries to 
the residents of the island 

in his van emblazoned with 
the words ‘serves u right’.
John Mitchell, pictured 
le� , councillor for Harris 
and South Lochs, taught 
Gus when he was head of 
Leverburgh School in the late 
70s and congratulated both 
award recipients this week.

‘Both have been providing 
great services to the Harris 
community over the years 
and thoroughly deserve to be 
recognised,’ he added.

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

November 2020 will see the 
second cohort of our One 
Lochaber leadership develop-
ment programme begin their 
year-long course,  launched 
speci� cally for Lochaber 
businesses and locally deliv-
ered in partnership with top 
leadership consultants Ethos 
Consulting.

� e aim of the programme is 
to give businesses the capabil-
ity to lead through uncertain 
times, helping to ensure they 
are able to set and achieve 
challenging goals, to have the 
ability to take decisive action 
at pace and, most importantly, 
out-perform the competition 
by creating  an environment 
that inspires all of their people 
to perform at the highest level.

� ere’s never been a more 
important time for good 
leadership. We all know 
people are the most important 
asset in any company and One 
Lochaber o� ers a locally-based 
opportunity to develop your 
sta�  with � rst-rate leadership 
training.

It’s not easy to know how to 

handle forming teams, setting 
goals and getting results, 
while managing people with 
di� erent approaches, but it’s 
the number one thing leaders 
have to do.

� e One Lochaber course 
aims to develop the skills of 
current sta�  who are new to 
leading teams, to help compa-
nies to invest in their people 
and encourage members of 
their teams to have the con� -
dence to step up to more senior 
roles. � e course is hands-on, 
informal and full of practical 
applications, resulting in the 
delegates being awarded a 
highly respected Level 5 man-
agement quali� cation from 
the Chartered Management 
Institute.

Designed to � t around your 
work commitments, the One 
Lochaber course is currently 
delivered via Zoom meetings, 
with regular access and assis-
tance from course leaders at 
Ethos Consulting. � ey are 
always on hand to help with 
assignments and registration 
on the course also gives dele-
gates access to the Chartered 
Management Institute’s huge 
library of management re-
sources. � e work is interesting 
and relevant, with immediate 
bene� ts to working life.

One Lochaber equips man-
agers with the con� dence and 
skills to take on leadership 
challenges in a way that brings 
the sta�  team with them, cre-
ating a more productive and 
happier work environment for 
everyone involved.

� is year’s cohort are nearing 
the end of their course and one 
member of the group said last 
week: ‘It’s the best course I’ve 
ever been on.’

Taking the next step in 
developing our ongoing 
leadership programme, we 
are delighted to be launching 
a One Lochaber mentorship 
programme to share the 
knowledge, experience and 
skills in Lochaber with those 
looking for professional devel-
opment and guidance in their 
careers.

If you are interested in lead-
ership, mentoring or recruit-
ing a mentor for your business 
please contact us at member-
ship@lochaberchamber.co.uk 
for more information.

Continued from page one
high streets, people who go on 
to spend money in a range of 
other businesses,’ added Mr 
Richardson.

‘At this dangerous time for 
businesses, economies and 
communities, the last thing we 
need is more unsightly empty 
units with ‘To Let’ signs on our 
high streets and more people 
out of work. 

‘Let’s hope that a solution is 
found quickly.’

EWM has called in FRP 
Advisory, which specialises  
in corporate � nance, debt, 
restructuring and pensions, 
but can also act as insolvency 
practitioners.

Lochaber constituency MSP 
Kate Forbes told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘� ere are Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill stores across my 
constituency, including those 
in Fort William and Spean 
Bridge, and the announcement 
that they are going into admin-
istration has been devastating 
for everyone concerned – espe-
cially sta�  members and their 
families and friends.

‘I have spoken to Jamie 
Hepburn MSP, the Scottish 
Government’s Minister for 
Business, Fair Work and Skills, 
and he con� rmed that Skills 
Development Scotland has  

The Woollen Mill outlet in Fort is popular with visitors.

KEEPINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Fears grow for Woollen Mill outlets

contacted FRP Advisory to of-
fer PACE support if that should 
be required.

‘I hope that all options can be 
pursued in the hope no stone is 
le�  unturned for the business.’

EWM chief executive Steve 
Simpson said in a statement 
that the group had a duty to � nd 
‘the very best solution’ in the 
current ‘brutal environment’.

� e statement read: ‘As 
directors, we have a duty to the 
business, our sta� , our custom-
ers and our creditors to � nd the 
very best solution in this brutal 
environment.

‘We have applied to court for a 
short breathing space to assess 

our options before moving to 
appoint administrators.

‘� rough this process I hope 
and believe we will be able 
to secure the best future for 
our businesses, but there will 
inevitably be signi� cant cuts 
and closures as we work our 
way through this.

A spokesman for business 
experts FRP said: ‘Our team 
is working with the directors 
of a number of the Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill Group subsidi-
aries to explore all options for 
the future of its retail brands 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill, 
Jaeger, Ponden Home, and 
Peacocks.’

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Improve your home and well-being
with a Cairngorm conservatory

A conservatory meets all the main requirements that homeowners 
have highlighted as important elements of being happy in your home

87% of homeowners                   
say aspects of their home

contribute to their 
positive

mental health
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A £12million project to site 50 
eco-cabins in woodland be-
tween Fort William and Spean 
Bridge has been given the green 
light by � e Highland Council, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

Rural Economy and Tourism 
Secretary Fergus Ewing has 
welcomed news of the council 
go-ahead for Forest Holidays’ 
proposal for 50 eco-sensitive 
holiday cabins at Leanachan 
Forest – part of the Forestry 
and Land Scotland 20-year, 
£25million Nevis Forest 
Master Plan.

Mr Ewing said: ‘� is decision 
is excellent news for Lochaber 
and for Scotland. � e Nevis 
Forest Masterplan is a big idea 
for a big location. By creating 
a ‘world-class destination’ that 
will serve as a focal point from 
which all the attractions of Fort 
William and wider Lochaber 
region can be explored, it has 
huge potential to bring more 
visitors to the area and encour-
age them to stay longer.

‘It will be a positive step for 
the area that will create jobs, 
boost the local economy and 
position Lochaber in amongst 
Scotland’s top ‘must see’ 
locations.

‘� e development of the 
Forest Holidays’ cabins is the 
� rst step in this process and 
today’s decision marks the 
beginning of a renaissance for 
Lochaber’s tourism sector.’

� e Leanachan Forest 
development will follow two 
other Forest Holidays projects 
– Delamere, which is due 
for completion in 2021, and 
Glentress, work on which will 
start in autumn 2021.

Although ground works 
are still some time away, the 
project team will be working 
with the Highland Council, 
architects, engineers and land 
managers Forestry and Land 
Scotland to engage contractors 
and look at site and utilities 
preparation.

Forest Holidays locations 

typically create more than 
50 full time jobs, buy-in local 
goods and produce and wel-
come guests all year round. On 
average, each cabin generates 
£30k in annual visitor spend 
in the surrounding area, ac-

Leanachan Forest eco-cabin 
development gets go-ahead

cording to the company. Bruce 
McKendrick, Chief Executive 
of Forest Holidays, comment-
ed: ‘Nevis is a truly stunning 
area that will appeal to every-
one seeking to explore Great 
Britain’s amazing landscapes 

and forests. We have worked 
with local stakeholders on our 
cabin development to ensure it 
complements and enhances the 
existing tourism o� er and will 
bring hugely positive bene� ts 
to local businesses, attractions 

and other accommodation 
providers.

‘Tourism will play a bigger 
role than ever in the months 
and years ahead, leading to in-
creased demand for better and 
more varied accommodation 
in the Nevis region.

‘Our proposal will help meet 
that demand and play a part 
in maximising the area’s eco-
nomic potential. 

‘I’m grateful for the contin-
ued support of Forestry and 
Land Scotland and the Cabinet 
Secretary, in particular, in 
having the foresight to see the 
broader economic bene� ts 
Forest Holidays can bring to 
rural locations.’

Other elements in the Nevis 
Forest Master Plan that will 
follow in later years and 
through other partnerships 
could include a proposed 
hotel development, camping/
glamping, event parking and 
improvements in recreation 
and connectivity.

An example of one of Forest Holidays’ cabins. This one is at Strathyre.
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Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
(Western Isles Council) leader 
Roddie Mackay has urged 
islanders to look out for each 
other and encourage those 
struggling to cope with the on-
going coronavirus restrictions.

In a statement, Councillor 
Mackay said the recent num-
ber of cases of COVID-19 in 
Uist has been a concern but 
so far - thankfully - there had 
been no severe cases.

‘I would like to pay particu-
lar tribute to the sta�  in the 
care sector who have worked 
sel� essly to cope with the in-
evitable strain on the service,’ 
he added. Councillor Mackay 
said the outbreak is a reminder 
people need to remain vigilant 

Essential road improvements are 
planned for Perceval Road and 
Columbia Place as part of the ongoing 
Lewis Residential Care project at 
Goathill, Stornoway.

Works were due to start on Monday 
and will last for approximately 13 

weeks. � ey will consist of ground 
investigation works and drainage 
installation; widening of the carriage-
way; construction of a bus stop layby 
and shelter; installation of new street 
lighting columns and tra�  c lights; and 
resurfacing of the road from 50 to 65 

Perceval Road and both junctions of 
Columbia Place. When completed, the 
new road layout and tra�  c manage-
ment which will cover an area includ-
ing the entrance to the new care centre, 
Sinclair Avenue and the junction of 
Perceval Road and Columbia Place, will 

enhance road safety for pedestrians and 
road users. Pedestrian and vehicular 
access will be maintained at all times. 
Parking on Perceval Road will not 
be permitted during the site working 
hours of 8am to 5.30pm, Monday to 
Friday, and Saturdays 8am to 4.30pm.

Fishing vessel owners in 
the Western Isles are being 
reminded they need to register 
as ‘food businesses’, and have 
their vessel inspected by 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar to 
enable catch to be exported, 
either directly or indirectly, 
to Europe a� er the UK's exit 
from the EU.

Owners of Outer Hebrides-
registered vessels are urged to 
contact Comhairle Nan Eilean 
Siar’s Environmental Health 
team to register their vessels 
and make arrangements for 
their vessel to be inspected.

� is is a legal requirement 
for vessels intending to export 
their catch, either directly 
or indirectly, to any EU 
Member State a� er the end 
of the ‘transition period’ on 
December 31. 

Exemptions apply if the 
catch is intended for personal 
consumption or it does not 
exceed 25kg and is for direct 
sale from the quayside. Vessel 
owners are responsible for 
registration and failure to do 
so may mean their catches 
cannot be exported to EU 
member states at the end of 
the transition period.

Lewis care project sees road improvement works start

Fishing vessels   
get warning  
ahead of EU exit ‘Look out for each other’

and keep observing the rules. 
‘If we can demonstrate con-
tainment and management 
of the outbreak locally can be 
achieved swi� ly, it supports 
the case for some in-island 
restrictions being eased so that 
we can move more freely with-
in our communities,’ he said.

‘We will see how the situation 
evolves and we continue dis-
cussions on these issues with 
the Scottish Government and 
public health.’ 

Councillor Mackay went on 
to comment on ongoing coun-
cil business last week, which 
saw him and Communities 
Director Calum Iain Maciver 
meet with HIE leadership 
to agree joint work in a 

number of areas; chairman of 
Development Donald Crichton 
meeting with the Islands 
Minister on the energy ambi-
tions for the islands and to try 

and � nd improved prospects 
for Arnish Yard and Councillor 
Uisdean Robertson, chairman 
of Transportation met with, 
amongst others, Transport 
Scotland, to press on a num-
ber of issues including the 
challenges in the pier building 
projects and to ensure the 
Ullapool-Stornoway overnight 
freight sailing is undertaken 
by the Isle of Lewis whilst the 
Loch Seaforth is in dry dock 
later this month.

Councillor Mackay also 
outlined a new community 
initiative. ‘Earlier this week 
the Comhairle embarked 
on another ‘� rst’ by starting 
to conduct Community 
Conversations online,’ he said.

‘Rather than abandon the 
community participation in 
the budget setting process just 
because we cannot meet in 
person, we are trying to engage 
online. Of course, it has limit-
ed access and we are ensuring 
communities can have their 
say in a range of other ways.’

And he urged residents to 
look out for each other. ‘I meet 
many people who continue to 
be positive and to be thankful 
for so many reasons,’ he said 
‘but I also meet some who are 
� nding it di�  cult so it is more 
important than ever that we 
look out for each other. Let’s 
try and maintain a positive 
outlook and encourage those 
we know to be struggling.’

Comhairle Leader Roddie 
Mackay. 

Council leader’s appeal to Western Isles residents as pandemic continues

One of the most common 
problems optometrists have to 
deal with is patients su� ering 
from Dry Eye Syndrome 
(DES). Symptoms of DES 
range from mild sensations 
of grittiness and minimal 
discomfort through to con-
stant burning and extreme 
discomfort. � e causes of DES 
are varied. Ladies of a certain 
age, and even some men, 
su� er from hormonal changes 
which can induce a sensation 
of dry eyes. Some medication 
can cause dry eye symptoms. 
Probably the most common 
cause of dry eyes in the elderly 
is rheumatoid arthritis. Just to 
complicate matters dry gritty 
eyes can also be associated 
with uncorrected refractive 
error. In other words … you 
might simply need your glasses 
upgraded. 

Assessment of dry eye syn-
drome breaks the problem into 
two types. Aqueous de� cient; 
where there are insu�  cient 
tears being produced, and lipid 
de� cient; where the oily outer 
coating of the tear � lm is of 
poor quality or even missing. 
� is causes the watery portion 
of your tears to evaporate giving 
you dry eyes. Many patients 
comment on how their eyes 
water constantly but they always 
feel dry.

Your � rst port of call with a 
dry eye problem should be your 
optometrist. Optometrists are 
trained and have the essential 
equipment to di� erentiate 
between the di� erent types of 
dry eye. Treatments range from 
simple drops which lubricate 
the eyes, through drops which 
replace the oily lipid layer on 
the outside of your tear � lm, to 
tablets which replace missing 
minerals and vitamins which 
are essential for a healthy tear 
� lm. An important aspect of 
dry eye treatment is dietary 
advice. A healthy and varied 
diet can have signi� cant bene� ts 
in the treatment of dry eye 
syndrome. In all cases your 
optometrist should be able to 
advise you on appropriate care 
and, if necessary, refer you to 
an ophthalmologist for further 
investigation.

Eye to eye with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic, 11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)     www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Dry Eye Syndrome

Advertorial
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More needs to be done to 
attract people to come and live 
in the Highlands, according to 
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch Kate Forbes.

� e appeal follows publi-
cation of the latest National 
Records of Scotland popula-
tion statistics which, despite 
showing a projection over the 
next decade for the population 
of the region to increase by 0.4 

Appeal for more to be 
done to reverse drop in 
Lochaber population

per cent, Lochaber is expected 
to su� er a 2.8 per cent decrease.

Skye and Lochalsh is project-
ed to see a 0.9 per cent increase 
overall with the biggest in-
crease being Inverness, where 
the population is predicted to 
rise by 4.5 per cent.

Ms Forbes has long cam-
paigned for measures to 
combat rural depopulation 
and told the Lochaber Times: 
‘Population retention is one of 
the most present issues facing 
parts of the Highlands. � ese 
� gures suggest that whilst 
there has been growth in 
some areas, such as Skye and 
Lochalsh, which is welcome, 
there has also been falls in pop-
ulation numbers elsewhere like 
Lochaber. We need sustainable 
growth in our population to 
ensure schools stay open, local 
businesses have custom and we 
can provide key services across 
the Highlands.

‘More needs to be done to 
attract people – particularly 
young families.’Kate Forbes.

Wild Words
KIRSTEEN BELL
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Remember football rattles? 
Hand-held percussion in-
struments which when you 
spin them, make a wooden, 
rasping noise that can go on 
and on and on.

Now imagine that noise in 
staccato form, like a toneless, 
grating phone ringing o�  the 
hook, repeatedly. � at’s your 
corncrake call.

� e corncrake’s scienti� c 
name, crex-crex, is given for 
its song. It is more o� en seen 
than heard. Chestnut-brown 
and grey, only slightly bigger 
than a blackbird, it lives hid-
den, sheltered in amongst tall, 
thick grass.

Nests are small cups con-
cealed in grass-grown � elds, 
so the corncrake was once 
synonymous with farmland. 
However, as hand scythes 
were replaced by tractors, the 
corncrake was decimated. 
What made life easier for 
farmers and cro� ers was a 
death sentence for the bird 
across Scotland and England.

However, some are tenta-

tively holding onto life on the 
north-west coasts and islands 
of Scotland and Ireland. 
Supported by the RSPB and 
agri-environment schemes, 
cro� ers in Waternish on Skye 
have made changes to give the 
corncrakes there a chance of 
survival.

Cutting � elds later in the 
year allows young birds to 
grow and leave the nest. 
Mowing patterns have also 
been altered to cater for 
the bird’s � ight and escape 
methods – the corncrake � ies 
low and wary normally, legs 
dangling along the tops of 

the seedheads or in amongst 
them.

But when confronted by 
danger they tend to stay on 
the ground in the long grass. 
A tractor mowing from the 
outside of a � eld would corral 
the � uttering birds into the 
middle, where there would be 
no escape.

If the corncrakes did break 
with character to � y over 
the newly-opened ground, 
they would be clearly visible 
to predators. Instead, using 
corncrake-friendly methods, 
cro� ers start in the centre and 
work their way out, pushing 
the birds to the safety of � eld 
edges.

In a video made by the RSPB 
on cro� ers and corncrakes, 
Waternish cro� er Catherine 
Matheson says: ‘I grew up on a 
farm locally so it’s in my blood 
and I have great joy in passing 
it down to my children and 
they do already as at a young 
age they are really interested 
in farming. But also, they’re 
becoming more aware the 

world is a fragile place when 
it comes to nature.’

Shelagh Parlane, Corncrake 
Project O�  cer for the 
RSPB, says: ‘Ultimately the 
corncrakes like well-kept 
agricultural land. Corncrakes 
wouldn’t survive without 
farming.’

However, agri-environment 
methods can be expensive. 
� ey take more time and use 
more diesel. Grass cut later 
has lost some of its goodness. 
� e schemes that have been 
compensating cro� ers and 
farmers since the early 1990s 
are a European initiative – as 
such the programme current-
ly faces an uncertain future. 
Ms Matheson says without 
� nancial support ‘most peo-
ple wouldn’t purposely leave 
areas for wildlife’.

Here is one conservation ef-
fort that relies on agriculture, 
with only a few small changes 
needed to make room for 
both – as long as the support 
continues for cro� ers and 
corncrakes.

A corncrake. Photograph: Andy Hay 

RSPB Images.

WE DON’T WANT TO   
ALARM YOU  BUT
The law has changed in Scotland and time is  
running out to install an interlinked fire alarm  
system in your home by 1st February 2021.

#ProtectYourFamily

www.aico.co.uk  |  01691 664100  |  enquiries@aico.co.uk

To find a local, qualified Aico Expert Installer visit www.aico.co.uk/find-an-installer
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Over the last few weeks, since 
lockdown restrictions eased, 
Friends of Nevis Volunteer 
work parties have been out 
regularly tidying litter and 
maintaining paths on Ben 
Nevis and in Glen Nevis.

� e work crews have also 
been bashing bracken in the 
conservation tree exclosures 
at Polldubh. � is has been in 
conjunction with the Nevis 
Landscape Partnership 
Seasonal Ranger team and also 
the John Muir Trust Ben Nevis 
team.

� e Monday morning litter 
picks have been popular and 
in September have li� ed in the 
region of 30 bags of litter from 
the lower glen paths around 
Claggan, Roaring Mill, Brave 
Heart car park, Achintee and 
the riverside All Ability Path.

On Monday of last week, 

Friends of Nevis Volunteers 
Joy, Fiona, Claire and Helen 
joined Nevis Landscape 

Partnership rangers Rob 
and Bianca, plus Volunteer 

Coordinator Rory Stewart, 
for a clean-up at the historic 

Glen Nevis Curling Ponds and 
‘Gateway to Glen’ site.

� ey were joined by three 
‘Knights of the Broom’ from 
the Lochaber Curling Society 
for the morning. By splitting 
into smaller teams a lot of 
good work was done, includ-
ing strimming back some of 
the rampant vegetation along 
the path and the pond banks, 
digging out the side drains, 
sweeping the leaves and of 
course clearing litter.

Mr Stewart told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘On our last Curling 
Ponds clear up in 2019 we 
found an 18th-century swivel 
gun cannon ball – now in the 
West Highland Museum – but 
sadly this year our only � nd 
was a discarded drain rod. 
Looking ahead we have work 
parties scheduled for the end 
of October and late November.’

If you are interested in reg-
istering as a Friends of Nevis 
Volunteer, then visit online 
website www.friendsofnevis.
co.uk

Clean-up crews in action 
on the Ben and in the Glen

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Above, the litter picking 
crew ready for action; 
right, there was plenty of 
work for the volunteers 
at the curling ponds; two 
very enthusiastic ‘Bracken 
Bashers’ at Polldubh. 
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Following Scot Reece Wilson’s 
amazing Downhill World 
Champion title win on Sunday, 
the UCI has con� rmed the 
2021 Mountain Bike World 
Cup calendar, including a 19th 
event at Fort William, on May 
22-23.

� e action-packed weekend 
event is set to return next year 
following the cancellation of 
the 2020 Fort William event 
for the � rst time since 2002.

Adding to the two years 
of anticipation and pent-up 
excitement will be the chance 
to see Reece Wilson, from 
the Scottish Borders, as the 
reigning World Champion at 
his home World Cup.

All the passionate fans and 
the world’s top riders will be 
more than ready to experience 
the return of Fort William’s 
world-beating downhill action 
in May next year.

� e UCI Mercedes Benz 

Mountain Bike World Cup 
is always a key highlight of 
Scotland’s sporting calendar.

As events across the globe 
learn to adapt to Covid-19 
impacts, the event organisers 
are committed to working 
with the UCI and the Scottish 
Government to put in place 
appropriate measures which 
will be in line with the guid-
ance in place at the time.

Mike Jardine from organis-
ers Rare Management, said: 
‘A� er a year o�  we can’t wait to 
welcome the best fans cheering 
on the best riders, who will all 
be competing for a place on 
the Fort William World Cup 
podium.

‘Reece Wilson’s win at the 
weekend was a huge boost for 
British mountain biking and 
the ultimate recognition of 
his talent. As reigning World 
Champion everyone will be 
raring to see him in front of his 

home crowd at Fort William 
next year.’

Paul Bush OBE, 
VisitScotland’s Director 
of Events, said: ‘� e UCI 
Mountain Bike World Cup 
in Fort William is one of the 
must-see events on the Scottish 
sporting calendar, so it is great 
to have the dates for next 
year’s event con� rmed a� er 
the cancellation of this year’s 
event. I’m sure fans will be 
especially eager for next year’s 
event a� er Reece Wilson’s win 
at the World Championships 
on the weekend.

‘Scotland is the perfect stage 
for events and EventScotland 
looks forward to continuing 
to work with the organisers 
of the UCI Mountain Bike 
World Cup in Fort William 
as we build towards Glasgow 
and Scotland hosting the 
inaugural UCI Cycling World 
Championships in 2023.’

UCI mountain 
bike world cup 
to return to Fort

This year’s event was held virtually, but it is hoped the actual event can be staged in 2021.

Garden waste collections continue

Peat and Diesel: ‘That’s the way we wash them...’

� e Highland Council thanked 
householders who have bought 
a Garden Waste Collection 
Service permit for 2020/21. 
� e current permit started 
on September 1 and will run 
until August 31 next year, with 
collections continuing until the 
end of November.

Councillor Allan Henderson 
(Caol and Mallaig), chairman 
of the Communities and Place 

Committee, said: ‘Usually our 
garden waste collections stop 
for the winter at the end of 
October, but this year the crews 
will be collecting brown bins 
until the end of November. � e 
service will then stop for the 
months of December, January 
and February before resuming 
in March, 2021.’

� e � nal collection day this 
year before the winter break 

will be Monday November 30.
� e Garden Waste Collection 

Service is for the recycling of the 
following: grass cuttings, hedge 
trimmings, twigs and small 
branches, � owers, plants and 
weeds. Customers are asked 
to check their bin to ensure it 
contains no contamination.

Householders can also get rid 
of their garden waste at their 
local recycling centre for free.

NHS Western Isles has again 
joined forces with local folk 
rock band Peat and Diesel to 
collaborate on a new tongue-
in-cheek music video, � at’s 
the way we wash them, hugely 
inspired by their smash hit, 
� at’s the way we do it in the 
Western Isles.

� e light-hearted video, 
aimed at getting important 
messages across to younger 
members of the community 
in new way, highlights the 

importance of handwashing 
during Covid-19, in a way that 
should make people smile.

While it’s not intended in any 
way to be educational or an in-
struction video, the lyrics get 
an important message across, 
and at the same time, will li�  
your spirits.

� e message is communicat-
ed in the unmistakable tongue-
in-cheek Peat and Diesel style, 
and features the band in never 
before seen footage.

NHS Western Isles Chief 
Executive, Gordon Jamieson, 
said: ‘We want to sincerely 
thank Peat and Diesel, and 
Wee Studio Records for again 
supporting us get important 
messages across.’

Peat and Diesel’s accordi-
onist, Innes Scott, told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘Peat and 
Diesel were only too delighted 
to again lend their support to 
NHS Western Isles and we 
hope you enjoy the video!’

MacPhee and Partners are pleased to wel-
come Liz MacKay as a Solicitor in their 
Oban office. Liz has recently moved to the 
area, from Edinburgh, bringing with her over 
20 years of experience in advising a range 
of clients about Wills, Powers of Attorney 
and Executries.  She has dealt with a variety 
of issues, such as finding homes for a par-
rot and a budgie (separately), tracing dis-
tant family members in far flung places and 
clearing houses where hoarding had been 
taken to the extreme. 
Whilst Liz’s relocation is recent, she has 
been visiting the area for many years and 
has strong family links to the Kintyre area, 
where her husband is from.  Liz spent the 
first half of her life in Renfrewshire and has 
visited Argyll many times.  She is looking 
forward to being able to explore the area 
and getting involved in the local community.
In recent years, Liz has developed a keen 
interest in assisting and advising older peo-
ple.
“I am a member of Solicitors for the Elderly, 
a national group of lawyers who specialise in 
issues affecting older clients.  I have under-
taken specialist training in the softer skills, 
to help older people navigate the complex 
world we live in and to make sure that I con-
sider their particular needs.  I also require to 
be an expert on the law, such as deciding 
if someone has the required mental capac-
ity to make decisions for themselves and to 
try to prevent financial, emotional or other 
abuse. I have acted for many people who 
can no longer manage their affairs them-
selves; arranging for proper care for them or 
for a move to a nursing home. If you do not 
have any family to help you, finding some-
one you can trust, to make sure everything 
is taken care of, is important.
At the start of lockdown, some elderly 
people were told that, if they were taken 
ill suddenly with a stroke or heart attack, 
they would be better off being treated at 
home, rather than in a hospital, where 
they would be at risk of catching Covid-19. 
I had one client who was encouraged to 
sign a form saying that, if they were un-
conscious, they were not to be taken to 
hospital and were to keep this at home for 

the paramedics if they were called.  This 
was not an easy decision to make but 
they felt under pressure to do so. We talk-
ed through the issues so that they could 
make the right decision for them.
While we are not yet free of the pandemic, 
it has brought home to me how important 
it is for people to really consider what they 
would want to happen, in the event of a 
sudden illness or towards the end of their 
lives, and who would make those vital de-
cisions for them if they could not do so 
themselves. It is far better to look at the is-
sues, calmly and with proper advice, than 
to put pressure on your family or friends 
to try to guess what you would want, or to 
be given a treatment that you do not want. 
This is an area where the law and practice 
are developing and Scotland is helping 
to lead the way forward by developing an 
easy to complete form, for people to re-
cord their wishes, which will form part of 
their medical notes and be accessible by 
the people who need to know this infor-
mation, perhaps at a critical time.”
If you would like to have a chat with Liz 
about how she can help you, or an elder-
ly parent, relative or friend, please call our 
Oban office on 01631 562308 or email Liz at 
lizmackay@macphee.co.uk 
Liz joins our highly experienced Private Cli-
ent team and works alongside Billie Smith in 
Oban, with Olivia Bridge, Mairi Hendrie and 
Katy Mackin in our Fort William office (con-
tact: 01397 701000).

MacPhee & Partners is a trading name of MacPhee & Partners LLP a Limited Liability Partnership registered in 
Scotland (SO305286) and having its Registered Offi ce at Airds House, An Aird, Fort William, PH33 6BL
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Following the initial suspen-
sion of construction work at 
Lochmaddy Pier Improvement 
Project in North Uist as a re-
sult of the Covid-19 pandemic 
lockdown, the main contractor 
L&M Keating Ltd suspended 
work again in July with the 
intention of returning to the 
sites at Lochmaddy and the 
Inchgreen Drydock in early 
August.

Great Glen Charcuterie 
based in Roy Bridge has 
been awarded a 3-star Great 
Taste Award for its Green 
Pepper Venison Salami.

Judges from one of the 
world’s most trusted food 
and drink awards an-
nounced their stars of 2020 
last week a�er tasting 12,777 
products from 106 di�erent 
countries.

Charcuterie’s unique 
salami was described as 
‘extraordinarily tasty’.

Anja Baak, who along with 
her husband Jan Jacob set 
up the business more than 
15 years ago, said: ‘We are 
absolutely thrilled to receive 
this award.

‘A�er so much worry and 
stress this year we are so 
delighted with this wonder-
ful good news. Our Venison 
Chorizo got two stars and 
our Pork and Venison 
Salami picked up one star 
too so a great result for us.’

Judged by 144 of the 
most discerning palates, 
belonging to food critics, 
chefs, cooks, restaurateurs, 
buyers, retailers, producers, 
food writers and journalists, 
Great Taste is the most cov-
eted of all food and drink 
awards. As well as a badge of 
honour, the unmistakeable 
black and gold Great Taste 
label is a signpost to an 
outstanding product, which 
has been discovered through 
hours of blind tasting.

Commenting further 
on the Charcuterie dish, 
the judges added: ‘A deep 
crimson salami dotted with 
peppercorns. �e texture is 
silky and yielding, despite 
the relatively low visible fat 
content, the meat rich with-
out being overly gamey and 

the �avour long, complex 
and very moreish, with a 
winey depth. �e spicing 
is clearly not just about the 
green pepper, though this 
adds just the right level of 
heat. �e salt, too, is bril-
liantly pitched. Perfect.’

�is year’s winners have 
been found through a com-
bination of remote judging 
and socially distanced judg-
ing sessions, a�er lockdown 
began just a week into the 
schedule. Recognised as a 
stamp of excellence among 
consumers and retailers, 
Great Taste values taste 
above all else, with no regard 
for branding and packaging. 
Whether it is cake, co�ee, 
kippers or kombucha being 
judged, all products are re-
moved from their wrapper, 
jar, box or bottle before be-
ing tasted. �e judges then 
savour, confer and re-taste 
to decide which products 
are worthy of a one, two or 
three-star award.

Judges this year included: 
cook, writer and champion 
of sustainable food, Melissa 
Hemsley; cook, writer, 
stylist and voice of modern 
vegetarian cooking, Anna 
Jones; celebrated Spanish 
chef, José Pizarro; Kavi 
�akrar from Dishoom; 
food writer and cook, 
Xanthe Clay and baker and 
author, Martha Collison, 
as well as food buyers from 
Selfridges, Fortnum and 
Mason and Waitrose.

Great Taste 2020 will reach 
its �nale in late October 
when the Golden Fork tro-
phy winners and the Great 
Taste Supreme Champion 
2020 are announced at the 
virtual Great Taste Golden 
Fork awards event.

Anja and her husband Jan Jacob Baak.

Grand salami at food 
awards for Great 
Glen Charcuterie

Options for stalled Lochmaddy Pier project reviewed
However, the contractor 

has not returned to either 
site and options as to how the 
project can continue have been 
considered by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar’s project delivery 
team.

Last �ursday, the comhairle 
considered a report which sets 
out these options and it was 
agreed the chief executive take 
any action necessary to safe-

guard the interests of the com-
hairle, potentially including 
the termination of the contract 
with L&M Keating Ltd and the 
re-tendering of the work.

Councillor Uisdean 
Robertson, chairman of the 
comhairle’s transportation and 
infrastructure committee, said 
it was disappointing for the 
comhairle and, particularly, 
the community and business 

sectors in North Uist that 
they found themselves in this 
position. ‘It is important, how-
ever, that we continue with the 
delivery of the project whilst 
protecting the positions of 
the comhairle and Transport 
Scotland as much as possible 
and it is clear we may now have 
to explore alternative avenues 
for delivering the infrastruc-
ture improvements,’ he said.

Over 65?
Protect yourself from flu  

with the free vaccine.
Flu is serious. Every year in Scotland  

thousands of people are hospitalised with it.

With coronavirus around it’s even more  
important to get the flu vaccine.

If you’re 65 or over, the risk is higher. 
Getting vaccinated is a key reason for leaving 

your home. It’s the best way to protect  
yourself, others, and to help keep pressure off  
the NHS. Strict infection prevention and control  

measures will be in place.

Go to nhsinform.scot/flu  
or call 0800 22 44 88 to find out more.

If you’re offered the flu vaccine, please get it.

#WeAreScotland
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Edinburgh Woollen Mill’s 
woes are felt by us all ALLAN CAMPBELL

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

In search of Wrens
I am looking for ex Wrens – anyone who joined 
during 1947-81 and trained at HMS Dauntless 
(Reading). I’m compiling a searchable, accessible 
archive of divisional ‘class’ photographs that 
only ex-wrens may access. Our Facebook group 
encourages old friends to be rediscovered, mem-
ories to be shared and new friendships/support 
groups formed, sharing photographs of adven-
tures and escapades. It has brought isolated ladies 
together, occasionally o� ered moral support and 
given us things to think and talk about.

� irty thousand wrens trained at HMS 
Dauntless during the 34 years in operation. � ere 
were approximately 40 divisions (classes) per 
year which means a rough total of 1,360 classes.

If you were, or know any ladies who were in the 
Wrens, please get in touch with us because we’d 
love to hear from you and, quite possibly, give the 
opportunity to reconnect with old classmates.

Mandy Whitham, Co-ordinator Dauntless 
Div Photos 47-81, ddpwrens@gmail.com 

Clergy o� ered no assistance
I read with great interest the letter by Angus 
MacDonald in regard to help for the churches. 

I am the Parish Priest of both Arisaig and 
Morar Parishes with � ve churchs and three 
houses to maintain and care for with weekly col-

Oban � u jab operation praise
Massive praise for whoever was responsible for 
the organisation of the � u jab operation at the 
Corran Halls, Oban. From beginning to end, 
the system worked like clockwork.

From car park attendants to those adminis-
tering the jabs, everyone was without exception 
courteous and professional. Well done everyone. 
� ank you.

Moira Lang, Shennachie, Oban.

More support required
� e SNP must do more to support the hospital-
ity industry.

� e Scottish Conservatives will always sup-
port measures which protect public health but 
with the new restrictions announced recently, 
the SNP must outline speci� c details of what 
� nancial support is available to protect the jobs 
and businesses a� ected. Scottish Conservatives 
have a bold plan for jobs – the SNP must start 
matching our ambition. � e people of Scotland 
need urgent action so they can continue to 
provide for themselves and their family.

Councillor Alastair Redman, Kintyre and 
Islands ward.

lections now of around £300. I have been under 
enormous pressure trying to make ends meet. 
My congregations are small and with Covid 
restrictions the income has fallen dramatically. 
We do not receive any help from external sourc-
es and have to maintain our parishes from the 
donations we receive. 

I have applied to Highland Council for help but 
was told that places of worship do not qualify for 
any assistance. I have written to our councillors 
asking for help and was told to contact Kate 
Forbes MSP. I have contacted Kate Forbes and 
got a response in which she asks me to contact 
our councillors. 

If we want our churches to continue to exist, 
places where we celebrated baptisms of our 
children, weddings, places where we give our 
� nal farewells to those who passed away, we 
need to show to the government that churches 
still play a role in people’s lives. A lot of people 
have found comfort and help in their religious 

congregations during this terrible time.
To add to the sadness and stress, my personal 

income has fallen as well. Unlike Church of 
Scotland ministers, Catholic clergy receives a 
monthly salary of £250, while the church pro-
vides provisions and accommodation. 

I am fully aware that everyone has been a� ect-
ed economically, so I do not expect people to 
make a bigger contributions. I am always grate-
ful for their generosity. What I am upset about 
is that despite the fact that I submit my annual 
tax returns and pay taxes, according to HMRC, 
I am neither employed nor self-employed and 
do not qualify for any kind of Covid support. 

Yes, sometimes I feel as If I am becoming 
obsolete, invisible, no longer needed and under 
tremendous pressure. It is people of good will 
who keep me going, and for that I am thankful 
every day.

Fr Stanislaw Pamula, Catholic Diocese 
Argyll & Isles – Arisaig & Morar.

’S iomadh neach feadh na dùthcha a bhios a’ fair-
eachadh taingeil nach eil uallach an Riaghaltais 
orrasan a thaobh a bhith a’ co-dhùnadh mar is 
còir riaghailtean smachdachaidh air sgapadh a’ 
choròna-bhìorais a shuidheachadh. Fhad ’s a tha 
mi a’ sgrìobhadh seo tha deasbadan feargach a’ 
beothachadh thar ceann a tuath Shasainn mun 
ìre ’s gum bheil an sluagh agus gnìomhachasan 
gan cuingealachadh.  Gu mì-� ortanach, agus 
a dh’aindeoin an cuid cruais, chan eil coltas 
gum bheil na bacaidhean sin ag obrachadh is an 
àireamh air am bheil an galair a’ sìor dhol am 
meud. Le barrachd ghnìomhachasan a’ dùnadh 
ri linn dìth malairt tha mìltean an impis an 
cuid cosnaidh a chall, rud a tha na adhbhar 
dragha mòr. Tuigear argamaid an Riaghaltais 
nach tèid aig an Stàit air a h-uile buidheann is 
cosnadh a dhìon, ach ann am beachd mhòran 
de luchd-poilitigs ionadail theagamh nach eil 
tuigse da-rìribh aig buill an Riaghaltais air ìrean 
bochdainn nan coimhearsnachdan dha nach eil 
iad a’ tabhann, mar thaice dhan � eadhainn a 
tha a’ call an obair, ach a-mhàin dà thrian den 
tuarastal àbhaisteach. Ciamar a ghabhas leithid 
sin a leasachadh is � os gum bheil na � achan 
mòra a th’ air an rìoghachd mar-thà dol a 
chiallachadh àrdachadh chìsean fad iomadh 
bliadhna romhainn? Air an làimh eile nach eil  
dleastanas air a h-uile riaghaltas a chuid sluaigh 
a dhìon bho bhochdainn mar chunnart sam 

bith eile, agus tha seo a’ toirt droch bhuaidh air 
slàinte-inntinn dhaoine mar-thà. 

Gun teagamh bidh smachd � aotainn air 
a’ choròna-bhìoras an urra gu mòr ri mar a 
leanas sinne mar shluagh na riaghailtean agus 
a’ chomhairle a bheir eòlaichean dhuinn tron 
Riaghaltas, ach tha e air leth cudromach gum 
bheil na stiùiridhean sin soilleir, furasta an tuig-
sinn, agus an cumail air chuimhne. Ann a bhith 
a’ feuchainn ris an eaconamaidh nàiseanta a 
dhìon tha an Riaghaltas a’ cur bhacaidhean an 
sàs air sgìrean anns am bheil a’ bhìoras a’ dol am 
meud, agus tha sin a’ ciallachadh mì-thuigse mu 
na h-iomaill aig na sgìrean bacaidh sin mu càite 
bheil riaghailt a’ stad is tèile a’ tòiseachadh. 

Is minig a thog fear-rogha diù tha sean-� acal 
ag innse dhuinn, agus gu cinnteach ged is math 
a’ chomhairle a bhith a’ taghadh na slighe as 
sàbhailte chan e sin a bhios daoine idir a’ dèan-
amh gu bitheanta. Ged a tha na riaghailtean a 
thathas a’ suidheachadh oirnn ’s dòcha soirbh 
gu leòr an tuigsinn ’s iad na molaidhean, far 
am bheil roghainn air � àgail againn � ìn feairt 
a ghabhail neo a dhiùltadh, an duilgheadas as 
motha. � a an dùbhlan sin a’ fàs nas motha mar 
is � aide thèid bacaidhean glasaidh is eile air 
adhart! Chan eil farmad agam ri luchd-deilbh 
poileasaidh, ach tha mi a’ guidhe lèirsinn 
dhaibh!

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

� is week’s news that Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill (EWM) has � led ‘a notice of intent’ with 
the High Court to appoint administrators 
unless a rescue solution can be found within 
10 days is not good news.

EWM had warned it was su� ering under 
extremely challenging trading conditions 
before lockdown, so its current situation 
cannot be blamed solely on the pandemic and 
restrictions, but it certainly hasn’t helped.

Our thoughts are with the sta�  at the Fort 
William and Spean Bridge stores whose 
livelihoods have been put at risk.

David Richardson, the Federation of 
Small Businesses’ Highlands and Islands 
Development Manager, pointed out EWM 
will not be the only one a� ected. � is move 
will send out ripples of concern to traders 
across Fort William as its shops tend to act 
as magnets, pulling people into high streets, 
people who go on to spend money in other 
businesses, such as restaurants, cafes and 
other retailers.

We hope EWM can � nd a solution, even 
it if means consolidating its outlets, as its 
loss would de� nitely be Lochaber’s loss and 
traders need to start feeling like there is light 
at the end of this seemingly endless tunnel.
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DISTRICT NEWS
A planning application has been lodged with 
Highland Council by Lochaber Housing 
Association for permission to build 18 a� orda-
ble new homes to the rear of Glenkingie Terrace, 
Glenkingie Street and Kilmallie Road in Caol.

Of the 18 new houses proposed, 12 will be two-
bed cottages - an apartment on the ground � oor 
and another on the � rst � oor.

� ere will also be four, three-bedroomed 
semi-detached properties and two four-bed-
roomed semi-detached houses.

� e cottages will have a communal garden and 
there will be 27 car parking spaces associated 
with the development.

Kyle of Lochalsh RNLI was called out a� er the 
UK Coastguard received reports of a red � are 
in Loch Kishorn just a� er 5.30pm on Tuesday.

A � shing boat with one person on board had 
become entangled in creel lines and with no 
VHF signal in the area and had set o�  a � are to 
raise the alarm.

� e lifeboat Spirit of Fred Olsen launched at 
5.35pm with four volunteer crew onboard and 
made best speed towards the stricken boat.

� ey arrived on scene within 10 minutes, by 
which time two vessels, the Spirit Level from 
Kishorn Port and the Stang Viking from the 
nearby � sh farm, had gone to help the � shing 
boat until the lifeboat arrived.

Kyle RNLI’s 19th call-out of the year saw 
lifeboat crew assess the situation and a� er 
ensuring the � sherman was not injured, they 
began freeing the boat from the tangled lines.

A� er 10 minutes, ropes were untangled from 

the propeller and the � shing boat made make 
its way back to its home port of Plockton. � e 
lifeboat departed the scene shortly before 6pm 
and was rehoused, refuelled and made ready 
for service by 6.20pm. A Kyle RNLI spokesper-
son said: ‘� e � shing boat was shooting creels 
from the stern when one of the ropes became 
entangled in the propeller. Due to bad VHF 
reception in the area, the � sherman � red o�  a 
red emergency � are to raise the alarm.’

� e next area to bene� t from upgraded walking 
routes between Stornoway and Point will be 
Steinish, a� er Mossend Residents Association 
secured more than £42,000 from the Crown 
Estate Coastal Communities Fund.

Plans are at an advanced stage for the Steinish 
Circular Coastal Trail, with funding in place for 
the � rst of two phases. 

� at section will be from Simon’s Road, start-
ing 50 yards before the entrance to the auction 
mart, head down towards the sea and along the 
coast via the new path.

An application for planning permission has 
been submitted for this part of the project, 
which will involve upgrading the existing road 
and path that leads o�  Simon’s Road, extending 
around the estuary, bordering a designated 

Kyle RNLI lifeboat arrives on the scene. Photograph: Kyle RNLI. The � shing vessel stuck fast. Photograph: Kyle RNLI.

Kyle lifeboat called to � shing boat with fouled propeller

Plans lodged for 18 new 
a� ordable homes in Caol

An artist’s impression of the new Caol 
housing development.

Steinish next to bene� t from 
coastal path upgrades

Special Site of Scienti� c Interest with sinking 
sands known locally as ‘the Cob’. If planning 
permission is secured, the eventual path will 
be 2km long and 1.2m wide with wider areas of 
1.7m for passing and resting. It will be surfaced 
to allow for easy wheelchair and buggy access.

Phase two will involve extending the track 
around the shore side of Steinish village up 
around the far side of the village, exiting near 
the airport.

Mossend Residents Association said it was ‘de-
lighted’ to have secured the money, con� rmed 
at a full meeting of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
in August, assisted by Point and Sandwick Trust 
honorary president Angus McCormack in his 
capacity as local councillor.

Primary 6/7 pupils at Banavie Primary 
School walked to the CIC hut on � ursday 
to raise money for a worthwhile cause.

� e class raised more than £2,400 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support a� er friends 
and family sponsored them through 
Justgiving.

‘A co� ee morning is normally held, how-
ever, this year we had to be more creative 
so the class decided to go on a sponsored 
walk,' said P6/7 teacher Clare Harley.

‘We are all very proud of this amazing 
fundraising and the e� ort the class made 
on their walk in heavy rain.’

Banavie pupils put best foot forward for cancer support

The Banavie pupils raised £2,400 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support.
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SPORT
MSP backing 
for football 
rescue fund
Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron is support-
ing a proposal to set up a 
Fans Fighting Fund to help 
keep football clubs a� oat.

The idea has come from 
Scottish Conservative leader 
Douglas Ross who is calling 
for the Scottish Government 
to match the money that fans 
raise to save their local teams, 
as many clubs warn they will 
struggle to get through the 
next few months without 
funding support.

It follows a discussion 
Mr Ross had with 24 clubs 
across each of Scotland’s top 
divisions to hear about their 
concerns.

Mr Cameron said: ‘Our 
smaller clubs are not only the 
grassroots of football, but 
are much-loved community 
institutions, providing op-
portunities for volunteering 
and providing gateways 
into professional sport for 
talented young locals.

‘I really hope Donald’s 
imaginative proposal wins 
support from the Scottish 
Government.’

Wentworth 
weekend 
wows for Bob
Disappointing weekend 
rounds of 77 and 73 saw 
Oban’s Bob MacIntyre slip 
down the leaderboard 
to � nish tied 58th at the 
BMW PGA Championship 
in Wentworth last week. 

Having followed up 
Thursday’s opening 
round 73 with a brilliant 
four under par 68 on 
Friday, the Oban star gave 
himself a real chance 
of mixing it with the 
leaders over the weekend. 
However, Saturday did 
not go according to 
plan. Paired with Ryder 
Cup legend and former 
world number one Lee 
Westwood, Bob carded 
two double bogeys and 
not a single birdie  in his 
round and e� ectively 
took himself out of the 
running for a high � nish. 

The Oban left hander 
now faces a battle to 
remain in the world’s 
top 100 having slipped 
to 94th and needs some 
strong � nishes in the 
coming weeks to ensure 
he quali� es for the season 
ending DP World Tour 
Championship in Dubai. 
With only the top 60 
in the Race to Dubai 
standings qualifying, 
Bob currently sits 65th 
and will be hoping home 
advantage will lead to a 
good showing this week  
in the Scottish Champi-
onship at Fairmont, St 
Andrews.

After battling hard to stay 
in the leading group during 
the Moto3 race at Le Mans 
last weekend, Connel’s John 
McPhee was prevented 
from potentially � ghting for 
a French GP podium after 
getting caught up in another 
rider’s crash.

John will now head straight 
to MotorLand Aragón for the 
second event in this October 
triple-header: the Gran 
Premio de Aragón, October 
16 to 18.

McPhee crashes 
out at Le Mans

Tough cookies tri 
hard for Harris
Two young Lochaber men each 
climbed, cycled and rowed 100 
miles non-stop in 24 hours in a 
challenge to raise funds for the 
‘Star for Harris’ charity, writes 
Iain Ferguson.

Fitness expert Jonathan 
McCook and his friend Logan 
Barker stuck at the triathlon 
challenge using equipment at 
Jonathan’s ‘Tough Cookies’ 
gym, for the whole period, 
with only short breaks for 
‘refuelling’.

� e entire challenge was 
viewed live on social media, 
with people not only making 
donations through the funding 
page, but also logging in and 
giving words of encourage-
ment through the night, as 
followers woke up in di� erent 
time zones.

Jonathan and Logan were 
also not short of human com-
pany, thanks to friends and 

Alan and Tanya Ross celebrate with Jonathan McCook and Logan Barker at the end of their 
100 miles challenge which raised more than £4,000 for the Star for Harris charity.
Photographs:  Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

Jonathan McCook, left, and Logan Barker wind up their 100 
miles challenge which raised more than £4,000 for the Star 
for Harris charity. 

supporters dropping in to keep 
them going and bring in fresh 
nutritional snacks to feed their 

muscles. Jonathan said: ‘We 
really enjoyed it, but at times it 
wasn’t easy to keep going. We 
both hit our own ‘walls’ when 
the body said time to stop, 
especially in the early hours 
of the morning but we worked 
through these and kept up the 
pace, moving between each 
of the machines for a bit of 
variety.

‘� e encouragement we 
got online and from those 
who came into the gym was 
tremendous and I would 
like to thank them for their 
help, which de� nitely made it 
easier.’

With an original target 
of £1,500, the athletes were 
amazed as the donations 
smashed this early on, reach-
ing a total £4,636.

Tanya and Alan Ross, 
founders of the Star for Harris 

Charity, set up in memory of 
their son, who lost his life to 
brain cancer while still a baby 
looked in at various points 
during the challenge and were 
there as Jonathan and Logan 
completed 24 hours and 100 
miles.

Tanya said: ‘What a tremen-
dous e� ort and a fantastic sum 
raised by Jonathan and Logan.

‘We are so grateful to them 
as our main fundraising 
e� ort, the Star for Harris golf 
tournament, had to be called 
due to Covid regulations. 
� anks to them, we can now 
continue to make donations 
to help children and families 
enduring brain cancer, the 
hospitals looking a� er them 
and research into its treatment.

‘� anks from us to everyone 
who helped and donated, right 
across the world.’
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