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Serving the west since 1861

Rescue otter 
Bealltainn 
thriving in 
sanctuary

Young piper 
John has 
Grade One 
ambitions

More than 1,800 people have 
so far responded to a commu-
nity survey on the future of 
Ganavan.

Friends of Ganavan, which 
organised the survey, say it has 
been a ‘phenomenal’ response 
and are urging people to keep 
having their say.

Out of the 1,809 people 
who took part in the Friends 
of Ganavan survey during 
August alone, 1,737 of them 
said they would consider 
building more homes on it as a 
negative move.

Campaigners who set up the 
Friends group to protect the 
much-loved area fear unless a 
change is made to a blueprint 
by Argyll and Bute planners 
shaping up how Ganavan 
could look over the next 10 
years, more luxury housing 
could be built there.

‘It is a priceless asset. Once 
it’s gone we can’t get it back,’ 
warn the Friends.

Recreation is Ganavan’s big-

gest use for 861 of those who 
responded to the survey on-
line and on paper with another 
564 using it to enjoy the beach 
and the sea. Other reasons to 
visit include the sports � eld, 
dog walking and more.

While 142 of the August 
respondents use Ganavan 
daily, 579 visit several times 
a week, 327 once a week, 545 
once or twice a month with the 
remaining 249 making it an 
annual holiday destination.

And 1,134 who � lled in the 

survey have been using the 
area for more than 20 years.

Armed with survey respons-
es and huge backing to keep 
the green space free for the 
health and well-being bene� ts 
of Oban people and visitors, 
Friends of Ganavan is calling 
on Argyll and Bute councillors 
and o�  cials to be ‘visionary’ 
and to de-allocate the space 
from the proposed local devel-
opment plans.

� e council’s public consul-
tation on its proposed Local 

Development Plan 2 (LDP2) 
ended in January.

� at plan has outlined a large 
part of the Ganavan area as a 
Potential Development Area 
– P4023, meaning potentially 
houses could be built over the 
whole location.

‘Not one comment has been 
received (in the survey) that 
has said housing would be pos-
itive in this area – in fact most 
respondents cannot believe it 
could even be considered,’ said 
Friends of Ganavan, which 
is  lobbying area councillors 
and community councillors 
and will be taking the survey 
to MSP Mike Russell and MP 
Brendan O’Hara.

� e Friends say they are 
not against more housing in 
the Oban area but believe 
homes could go elsewhere. 

Anecdotally, they have heard 
any housing at Ganavan 
would be high-end homes not 
a� ordable ones.

If the land is preserved, in 
future the space could be used 
for facilities the town is ‘crying 
out for’ such as a skateboard 
park and cycle track, as well as 
supporting green tourism ini-
tiatives such as wildlife trails 
and interpretation boards.

‘� ere are lots of ideas,’ say 
the Friends.

It could be December or 
January 2021 before the 
LDP2 goes to Argyll and Bute 
Council for its endorsement. 
Submissions will also go to the 
Scottish O�  ce reporter.

Speaking via Zoom to 
Monday night’s meeting of 
Oban Community Council, 
Alison Chadwick from the 
Friends of Ganavan said 
despite the LDPS document 
being made public and a 
consultation being held, the 
majority of people had no idea 
that potentially their Ganavan 
could be lost.

‘People are completely horri-

� ed. I think the survey speaks 
for itself. 

‘I would urge as many people 
as possible to continue � lling it 
in,’ she said.

And added: ‘Decision-
makers need to listen to what 
the people of Oban are saying 
about this.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson,  
who was at the community 
council meeting, said the sur-
vey’s response was ‘amazing’ 
and showed just how impor-
tant Ganavan is to people.

‘I certainly would support 
keeping Ganavan, allowing 
it to remain an area of great 
beauty and for the good of the 
people of this area and our 
visitors,’ she said.

Community council con-
vener Marri Malloy warned 
if some of the land was sold 
o�  for luxury houses it would 
push out recreation-seekers 
who would just become   ‘a 
nuisance’.

� e Friends of Ganavan sur-
vey can be found at www.face-
book.com/friendsofganavan/
app/164167473601477

Phenomenal response to 
Ganavan campaign survey

Some 861 respondents to 
the survey said they used 
Ganavan for recreation, with 
another 564 going there to 
enjoy the beach and sea.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Talented musician’s ambition 
is far from a pipe dream
Not even a wee holiday in 
Oban will keep young John 
William from his pipes, 
writes Ellis Butcher.

� e 12-year-old enter-
tained crowds of passers-by 
on the seafront on Friday and 
Saturday gathering a heap 
of change from enthralled 
visitors who were eager to 
capture his soaring Scottish 
serenades on their phones.

John, a member of Perth 
and District Pipe Band since 
he was 10, has ambitions to 

follow in the footsteps of un-
cle Eddie Townsley, a grade 
one piper. � e youngster has 
his sights set on becoming an 
Inveraray Grade One, with 
hopes of one day leading his 
pipe band as its major.

John said: ‘We’re just 
through here on a wee holi-
day and I just play a mix of 
tunes and try and practice 
every day.’

Remember the name - a 
young man who looks like 
he’ll go far.

John William has his sights set on becoming and 
Inveraray Grade One piper.

Complacency could be the 
big enemy when it comes to 
Oban staying Covid free, 
councillors are warning.

Concerns that some people 
in the town are letting social 
distancing slip, were expressed 
at Monday’s community coun-
cil meeting.

Argyll and Bute Councillor 
Jim Lynch for Oban South and 
the Isles said social distancing 
in some places in town is 
‘non-existent’ and added: ‘We 
are getting a bit complacent. 
� at’s the biggest danger.’

Social distancing signs are 
up in the town and everyone 
has to play a part in continuing 
to get the message across.

‘Complacency is the big 
enemy. We need to drive 
this message home,’ added 
Councillor Lynch.

Oban North and Lorn 
Councillor Kieron Green 
said he was worried some 

people were forgetting there 
are restrictions in place for 
household gatherings indoors.

‘With the return to some 
normality, it’s falling by the 
wayside for some,’ he said.

Councillor Green also urged 
people to be on their guard, 
especially if they are aware of 

house parties being planned 
and added: ‘If you are a parent 
and are aware of them meeting 
up with others, take it on your-
self to do a bit of education.’

He also reported that, 
Argyll-wide, although there 
had been some sporadic 
cases there had not been any 
clusters.

Community councillor 
Laura Corbe said ‘hats o� ’ 
to teachers and other sta�  
at Oban High School for all 
the plans put in place to keep 
students safe from the virus.

‘� ey are teaching three-
hour lessons and have become 
nurses as well as teachers, 
something they didn’t sign up 
for. Hats o�  to them,’ she said, 
but revealed how alarmed 
she had been to hear half of 

the school ‘have gone down 
with a cold’ despite all the 
precautions and measures 
being taken - including hand 
washing.

‘But all the precautions in 
the world are not going to 
keep us completely Covid free. 
Kids are the super spreaders,’ 
she said.

Maps are currently being 
designed under a Spaces for 
People project   thanks to   
government funding to help 
communities keep physical 
distancing in public places 
while Covid restrictions 
remain in place.

One of the ideas is to im-
prove access to the school, 
looking at a route leading 
to it from Glencruitten, the 
community council heard. 

Concerns are raised over 
lack of social distancing 

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

‘Complacency is the 
big enemy. That’s the 
biggest danger.’

POLICE FILES
  About 1am on August 24, 
at Lochnell Road, Dunbeg, a 
man, aged 39, allegedly be-
haved in an abusive manner. 
The man was charged, held 
for court and a report sent to 
the Procurator Fiscal.
 About 4pm on August 24, 
at William Street, Oban, a 
woman, 56, allegedly allowed 

her dog to be out of control, 
biting another woman. She 
was charged and a report 
sent to the Procurator Fiscal.
 About 8pm on August 
25, at Soroba Road, Oban, a 
47-year-old man allegedly 
drove his car in a careless 
manner and behaved in a 
threatening manner. Police 

attended and he was charged 
and a report was submitted 
to the Procurator Fiscal.
 About 1.15pm on August 
26, at Albany Street, Oban, 
Police stopped and searched 
a man, 45, and a woman, 33, 
under the misuse of drugs 
act. The man was charged 
with obstructing the search. 

He was allegedly found in 
possession of a small quantity 
of diamorphine. The woman 
was charged with supplying 
drugs and a report will be 
submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.
 If any member of the public 
has information on the above 
call Oban police on 101.
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CalMac community fund now open
� e West Coast’s most vul-
nerable and disadvantaged 
groups are set to bene� t 
from the latest round of the 
CalMac Community Fund.

From October 1, the fund 
is seeking applications from 
non-pro� t organisations 
from across the CalMac 
network which make a dif-
ference to local communities 
by tackling social isolation, 
poor mental health, loneli-
ness and/or poverty. Award 
between £500 and £2,000 are 
available.

In 2019, the fund sup-
ported 76 groups, including 
helping Mallaig Football 
Club to grow, develop and 

sustain its under-18s squad.
Gordon McKillop, corpo-
rate social responsibility 
manager for CalMac, said: 
‘� e CalMac Community 
Fund was created to make a 
di� erence to those most in 
need across our West Coast 
communities. It is also a fan-
tastic way for us to connect 
with our communities.

‘� e Covid-19 pandemic 
placed a huge strain on peo-
ple’s lives and there has been 
a lot of great community 
work going on to help those 
a� ected. 

‘We would love to hear 
more about these projects 
and would encourage those 

eligible to apply for an award.
‘� e Community Fund was 

really well received when 
it was originally launched 
and we were able to help 76 
groups. I am looking forward 
to hearing more about the 
great work that is taking 
place to help those in need.’

Awards will split across six 
regional areas: Lewis, Harris 
and Ullapool; Uist and Barra; 
Skye, Raasay, the Small Isles 
and Mallaig; Oban and the 
Inner Hebrides; Southern 
Hebrides and Firth of Clyde.

Applications can be 
made online from October 
1 at www.calmac.co.uk/
community-fund

The fund paid for swimming lessons last year for these youngsters from Coll.

Power giants SSEN have came 
up with an alternative route 
for their new transmission 
line which would avoid the 
need to pass even more power 
lines and pylons through resi-
dential areas in Dalmally and 
Stronmilchan.

Local action group No More 
Pylons welcomed the news 
last week but say they will 
continue to put pressure on 
SSEN ‘until the blight that is 
these power lines and pylons is 
entirely gone from the midst of 
our village’.

Protesters fear the pylons 
will risk their health, nega-
tively a� ect property prices, 
cause wildlife, tourism and 
livelihoods to su� er, and have 
a ‘staggeringly grotesque’ 
visual impact.

‘It is unjust and wholly unac-
ceptable that in the Scotland 

of today we should have to live 
our lives in the shadow of this 
threat,’ said group spokesper-
son Lisa Beckett.

� e mother of six currently 
has four children at the village 
school which has the closest 
classroom to any pylon in the 
UK - just 60 metres away.

Ultimately the campaign 
team and residents would like 

to see the older generation 
of pylons taken down and 
replaced by an underground 
cable.

‘We welcome the news that 
SSEN is now proposing an 
alternative route that bypasses 
the village, although deeply 
aggrieved that we have been 
put into the position of 
needing to campaign for such 

an obvious human right in 
the � rst place and in spite of 
the fact that SSE has still not 
o� ered any satisfactory expla-
nation as to why more power 
lines and pylons are necessary 
in this area at all,’ added Lisa.

‘We are now hopeful that this 
development heralds a new 
attitude of concern by SSEN 
for the wellbeing and safety 
of everyone in our village, 
especially our children.

‘While it is not yet the out-
come we are aiming for, it is at 
least an encouraging � rst step 
towards a safe future for our 
community.

� e campaign team would 
like to thank our MSP, Mike 
Russell, for all his hard work 
on their behalf.

In 2018 SSEN announced 

plans to reinforce the trans-
missions network in North 
Argyll, including a new 
overhead cable linking the 
substation in Stronmilchan 
with a new substation near 
Cladich.

Earlier this week (September 
1 and 2), SSEN Transmission 
hosted three online consul-
tation events to engage with 
the local community on three 
proposals to connect new 
generation in Argyll to the 
transmission system.

Paul McQuillan, SSE Project 
Manager said: ‘We have been 
working closely with the local 
community throughout the 
development of this project 
and when we last consulted on 
the project in 2018 they gave 
us two clear asks; to explore 
undergrounding a section of 
the proposed overhead line 
and to look at an alternative 
route. � is feedback has been 
pivotal in shaping the propos-

als we will be presenting at the 
virtual consultation events.

A brochure outlining the 
proposals has been sent to all 
a� ected residents who have 
been invited to make their 
voices heard via phone, letter 
or email.

‘We are keen to hear from 
as many people as possible 
on the three proposals and 
would encourage anyone who 
is interested in � nding out 
more to get in touch.’ added 
Mr McQuillan.

� e existing transmission 
lines that run through the 
village are owned by Scottish 
Power Energy Networks.

To � nd out more about 
the proposal visit the 
project page at www.
ssen-t r a nsm iss ion .co.u k /
projects/creag-dhubh-da l-
mally-275kv-connection or 
contact Community Liaison 
Manager Kelly Scott at Kelly.
Scott@sse.com

Lines of communication 
open on SSEN power plan

Campaigners Taryn and 
Ewan Diven and Richard 
Scott, with Lisa Beckett and 
her son at the back.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

mathesons.co.uk

SUMMER BED SALE  
NOW ON!

Beds | Mattresses 
Headboards | Bunks

mathesons.co.uk
Tweedmill, Soroba Rd, Oban | 01631 565195
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Top Rotary honour for 
Oban’s Iain MacIntyre
Oban Rotarian Ian MacIntyre 
has received a top honour for his 
contribution to Oban Rotary 
Club and his community.

Former club president Mr 
MacIntyre was awarded the 
Paul Harris Fellowship, the 
highest accolade a Rotarian can 
receive. It is only the 13th time 
the award has been given since 
the Oban group began in 1949.

Chicago businessman Paul 
Harris founded the worldwide 
Rotary movement   in 1905, 
the fellowship in his name was 
awarded as a certi� cate and a 
gold medal.

Past Oban Rotary President 
Douglas Small, who made 
the presentation, said Mr 
MacIntyre’s outstanding 
personal contribution to the 

Rotary Club of Oban had 
helped it to expand its support 
of many local good causes.

� e former Oban High 
School pupil joined the Bank of 
Scotland in 1963 and went on to 
enjoy a rewarding career which 
saw him achieving senior posi-
tions within the bank. He was 
made a Fellow of the Institute 
of Bankers (Scotland) in 1985 
for his work in lecturing and 
preparing students for exams.

In 1998 he retired to Oban 
with his wife Jane. 

Iain was a stalwart member 
of Oban Camanachd for 
many years and captained 
the Scotland Shinty team v 
Ireland’s Hurlers in 1979. He 
was also a founder member of 
Oban Saints Football Club.

Iain is presented with his award by Douglas Small.by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Concerns have been raised 
about a string of ‘road closed’ 
signs along the A828 warning of 
overnight roadworks happening 
miles away.

� e works – which started 
this week and will last until 
September 17 – are taking place 
at di� erent sections north of 
Appin to Ballachulish between 
8pm and 5am, with no works on 
Friday or Saturday nights.

Yet signs appeared as far back 
as the turn o�  for Connel Bridge 
near � e Oyster Inn.

It sparked complaints that 
some signs are too ‘premature, 
amateurish and unspeci� c’.

� ere were fears confused 
drivers may just turn round and 
not venture further – hitting 
businesses which are open 
and trying to recover from 
lockdown.

� e route is home to a number 
of roadside pubs, restaurants 
and businesses. Port Appin 
also provides access to the 

Lismore passenger ferry. BEAR 
Scotland is overseeing the major 
improvement project on behalf 
of the Scottish Government and 
has agreed to act.

It pointed out that it is 
‘required’ to ensure that all 
tra�  c using the A828 as a 
through-route were aware of the 
road closure and to follow the 
diversion accordingly.

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘Following some 

concerns from local businesses 
our teams have arranged for 
additional road signs to help 
explain that the road closure is 
a� er Creagan when the project 
resumes overnight from Sunday.

‘We will continue to work with 
the local community and do all 
we can to assist them while our 
teams work to complete the 
ongoing £595,000 surfacing 
project on the A828.’

A number of councillors were 

alerted to the issue, including 
Roddy McCuish, who accepted 
that BEAR Scotland needed 
to provide motorists with ad-
vanced warnings.

However, he said: ‘I feel signs 
at Connel Bridge are premature 
and a wee bit too soon and it 
does discourage people from 
travelling down that road.

‘I fully understand BEAR’s 
policies of getting people to di-
vert but there are several fragile 
businesses on the road up to 
Appin and Duror and would 
advocate, perhaps, a sign at the 
Creagan Bridge would be the 
best way forward.’

In total, the works encompass 
a three kilometre (1.8-mile) 
stretch and are designed to 
create ‘smoother and safer 
journeys’.

� is week work continues 
on the A828 at Appin North 
until Sunday (September 6), and 
next week work begins north 
of Kentallan from Monday 
September 7 to Wednesday 
September 9. All works run 
from 8pm to 5am.

‘Amateurish’ road 
signs could hit trade

BEAR Scotland 
signs sparked 
complaints 
of being 
‘premature’ and 
‘unspeci� c’.
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Parents fear pupils may miss 
more schooling this year if 
there is a an outbreak of winter 
bugs resulting in a stampede 
for coronavirus tests.

� e return to classrooms has 
seen a wave of coughs and colds 
resulting in the testing system 
coming under strain.

O�  cially, youngsters with 
Covid symptoms must have a 
test before being allowed back 
to school, but parents have told 
of their experiences.

Despite the o�  cial guidance 
being ‘not to travel’ with 
symptoms, a household of � ve 
was tested at Lochgilphead – a 
74-mile round trip.

� e family, who asked not 
to be named, could not wait 
for the Mobile Testing Unit 
(MTU) to arrive in Oban on 
Wednesday last week because 
of the requirement to be tested 

within � ve days or face self 
isolation. 

� e family said: ‘In winter 
this is going to be a big problem 
with all these school children 
coming home with coughs.’

Dad and two young children 
came down with ‘virus-like’ 
symptoms but found it a ‘rig-
marole’ to get tests. � ey had 
to � ll out an extensive online 
form and it was only when they 
reached the end that they were 

noti� ed home testing kits were 
not ‘available,’ he said.

When they tried to book test 
appointments online they had 
to again � ll out the form and 
yet the system would only allow 
four tests to be booked and not 
� ve, he said. � ey were then 
directed to tests in the Isle of 
Skye or Glasgow Airport.

A� er a round of phone calls 
where the details had to be 
provided again, they managed 
to arrange an appointment at a 
MTU in Lochgilphead.

Mum drove the family down 
and Dad pointed out: ‘If we 
had to travel all that way for a 
test and I had been positive for 
Covid, then all of us would then 
have to travel all the way back 
again to get tests for everybody 
else in the car.’

However, the Army-run 
MTU was ‘extremely e�  cient’, 
he said. � e results arrived at 
6am the following day and all 
of them proved negative.

In the Appin area, people have 

tried to order home test kits and 
found these were  ‘unavailable’. 
It led to confusion over whether 
the problem was delivery to 
rural areas or whether stocks 
had been exhausted.

Clare Hunt, of Appin, is 
the co-ordinator for Appin 
Community Development 
Trust, which set up Appin Aid, 
a group to help the community 
as Covid struck.

Mrs Hunt said: ‘� e thing I 
have found most concerning is 
that there was no home test kits 
available and people could not 
get them sent here. For rural 
areas it’s important home test 
kits are available – it’s no good 
to say that they aren’t.

She added: ‘It meant anybody 
who can’t travel (for a test) 
couldn’t have one, which auto-
matically meant they had to self 
isolate for two weeks.’

People are encouraged to 
order kits online but Mrs Hunt 
said older single people without 
internet access may not be able 

to do so, or may struggle to 
obtain the telephone – again 
meaning they would have 
to self isolate. Parents have 
suggested kits be put into GP 
surgeries or local schools.

John Swinney MSP, deputy 
� rst minister and cabinet 
secretary for education, said 
a distinction had to be made 
between the ‘common cold and 
the coronavirus’.

Mr Swinney said: ‘Following 
the return of schools a� er a 
prolonged break it is common 
for colds and similar viral 
infections to circulate. In many 
cases, children will be well 
enough to attend school and 
continue their learning with 
little or no interruption to their 
education. In other cases, for 
instance where they have quite 
a heavy cold with a runny nose, 
they may need to take a day or 
two o�  to recover. � is is not 
the case for children and young 
people with potential Covid-19 
symptoms – they are required 

to self isolate and seek a test as 
soon as possible.’

� e main symptoms parents 
must watch out for are a new 
and continuous cough, a fever 
and high temperature or a loss 
or a change in sense of smell 
or taste. Only those with these 
symptoms should apply for 
tests, he said.

‘It is essential people who 
have Covid-19 symptoms or 
who share a household with 
someone who has symptoms 
does not attend school, nursery 
or childcare settings and must 
self isolate with all members 
of their household,’ said Mr 
Swinney.

Jason Leitch, national clin-
ical director for the Scottish 
Government, is writing an open 
letter to all parents reminding 
them of when to get tests.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
provided information online 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
coronavirus/information-par-
ents-and-carers

Parents warn winter bugs in school 
will spark Covid-19 test stampede

The family could not wait for 
the MTU to arrive in Oban.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk
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Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell has welcomed the 
announcement  that there will 
be a permanent replacement 
for the A83 at the Rest and Be 
� ankful, writes Ellis Butcher.

It follows a statement 
by Scottish Government 
Transport Secretary Michael 
Matheson to a virtual meeting 
of the A83 Task Force.

� e meeting was told there 
were 11 options for the site 
and that the ‘� nal preferred 
corridor’ would be put out for 
public consultation at the end 
of 2020 to allow a decision by 
March 2021.

Mr Matheson made a 
‘further commitment’ to the 
construction during the next 
parliament, which starts in 
May 2021 and lasts for � ve 
years, said Mr Russell. � at 
timeline, however, is subject to 
any objections to the proposed 
route.

Work on environmental 
assessment, engineering and 

design would move in parallel 
with the consultation, he said.

Michael Russell, cabinet 
secretary for the constitution, 
Europe and external a� airs, 
said it was ‘very welcome 
news’.

He said: ‘� e latest closure 
has con� rmed that nothing less 
than a new permanent route 
will do and the agreement by 

the Scottish Government to 
accelerate work on that, in 
keeping with the request made 
by the Argyll and Bute council 
leader, myself and two other 
MSPs some weeks ago meets 
the timetable that we set to get 
things moving.

‘� e con� rmation that 
mitigation measures including 
new catch pits would also be 

brought forward and start 
almost immediately was also 
reassuring given that the ex-
isting road is going to be there 
until a new one is constructed.’

Mr Russell said there had 
been ‘astonishing work’ to 
clear and partially rebuild the 
damage from the largest fall 
recorded to date which took 
place on August 4.

‘BEAR Scotland and 
Transport Scotland sta�  are 
to be thanked as are the crews 
of Western Ferries which un-
dertook a record breaking 136 
crossings last Friday alone,’ 
he said. ‘Argyll and Bute 
remains open for business, 
but it is important that there is 
reassurance given to everyone 
- businesses, local residents 
and visitors alike – that not 

only will there be a permanent 
solution constructed within an 
agreed timetable, but there will 
also be more work to mitigate 
damage,’said Mr Russell.

However, opposition 
politician Donald Cameron 
MSP, said that communities 
across Argyll and Bute are 
‘completely exasperated’ and 
the government needed to ‘get 
a grip’.

Mr Cameron said: ‘A� er 
13 years in o�  ce the SNP 
Government seems to be 
lurching from one � asco to 
another when it comes to 
transport projects which are 
critical to the economy of my 
region.

‘� ere seems to be a complete 
lack of recognition that the 
Highlands and Islands are 
utterly dependent on a resilient 
and � t-for-purpose transport 
system. It’s no wonder my in-
box is full of complaints from 
exasperated local people and 
businesses.’

‘Permanent replacement’ for A83 
at Rest and Be Thankful welcomed

Transport Secretary Michael 
Matheson pledged a � nal 
preferred option to replace 
the A83 at the Rest would go 
to public consultation.

Appeal for 
witnesses to 
road crash
Police are appealing for 
information following a road 
crash near Glen Ogle viaduct 
on Sunday evening.

� e incident happened 
around 6pm on Sunday, 
August 30 on the A84 at 
Lochearnhead, near the Glen 
Ogle Viaduct, involving three 
motorbikes and a Range Rover.

Emergency services attended 
the scene and a 32-year-old 
man, who was riding one of the 
motorbikes, was taken to the 
Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital with serious injuries.

� e road was closed for 
around nine hours for the 
police investigation.

Sergeant David Marr, of 
Stirling Road Policing, said: 
‘� e road is o� en busy with 
other motorists who may have 
witnessed the crash. 

‘If you were in the area at the 
time or have possible dashcam 
footage that could assist with 
our investigation, I would 
ask that you get in touch with 
o�  cers.

‘Police can be contacted on 
101 quoting incident number 
1804 of Sunday August 30.’

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Look ahead to a family-filled festive
season with a new Cairngorm kitchen

 Get your
new kitchen
       in time for

Christmas
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DON'T BUY
FURNITURE.

Hold Back Until We Launch Our…

TOTAL STOCK DISPOSAL

GRAND SALE!
£975,000 STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE:

Dining, living & bedroom furniture, sourced from across the globe; plus
quality upholstery & beds selected from top suppliers in the UK & Ireland.

MASSIVE 3 DAY
PUBLIC SALE!

STARTS NEXT FRIDAY 
SEPTEMBER 11th at 10AM

(Only at our Fort William store)
We have really appreciated the support from all our customers 

since we first opened our showroom in Fort William many years
ago. Now, to make way for new ranges, we will clear excess stock
from across the entire Blackbridge group exclusively through the
Fort William store.  We must clear the showroom and warehouse

without delay, so this major project can be completed.  
The Fort William store is presently closed while we reduce prices

and prepare the displays for the launch of our 
£975,000 STOCK DISPOSAL GRAND SALE.

EVERY SINGLE PRICE WILL BE DRASTICALLY REDUCED!  
THIS WILL BE OUR BIGGEST EVER SALE!

We must urgently sell all our stock including: 
Suites (fabric & leather), sofas, sofa beds, chairs, dining sets, 

sideboards, wardrobes, beds, bedframes, mattresses, headboards, 
dressing tables, chests, coffee tables, rugs, mirrors, etc.. 

Absolutely Everything Must Be Sold Out a.s.a.p!

“All showroom goods, plus warehouse stock... and all new
factory orders...will be clearly marked and available to you 

with bigger savings than ever in our history” 
James Fraser - Managing Director          

THE FORT WILLIAM STORE IS BRIEFLY CLOSED
WHILE ALL SALE PREPARATIONS ARE COMPLETED

FULL DETAILS PUBLISHED NEXT WEEK

3 Ardgour Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7PH

© G R 2020

SAFE SHOPPING AT BLACKBRIDGRE FURNISHINGS
COVID-19. All government recommended precautions 
will be in place for the safety of customers and staff.

A popular Mull pub, back pull-
ing pints a� er a devastating 
� re, is touting for votes to win 
it a best of Scottish bars award.

People have until tomorrow 
September 4 to make their 
votes count and bring � e 
Scottish Pub and Bar Award 
accolade to Tobermory.

To vote for MacGochans bar 
and restaurant go to scottish-
barandpubawards.com

� e winners will be an-
nounced in October and 
MacGochans hopes to be 
among the lucky � nalists in 
the longest-running Scottish 
licensed trade awards, now in 
its 25th year.

Since the � re at MacGochans 
on May 24 last year, the busi-
ness has been completely re-
furbished inside and out. A big 
balcony has also been added 
to take in the view across the 
picture postcard bay.

Owner Neil Morrison says 
bringing home a best Scottish 
pub award would make the   
comeback even more of a 
celebration.

‘We’d love to bring back an 
award. We’ve won about nine 

in the past but this would 
really top it o�  for us. � e � re 
meant we had to do a complete 
rip out job of the whole place, 
right back to the stone walls 
but we’ve made it bigger and 
even better than before, mov-
ing into old kitchen and cellar 
space.

‘We’ve been massively missed 
while we’ve been away. Even 
our rivals have been sending 
us messages telling us to hurry 
up and open again. We’ve 
got plenty of room for huge 
footfall and we were ready in 
time for the Covid restrictions 
li� ing.

‘We’re still taking on sta�  to 
keep up with the demand and 
so far everything is going well 
and business is strong. We’re 
hoping to keep the season 
going as long as we can. It’s just 
great to be back,’ he said.

News of last year’s � re 
shocked islanders and visitors 
alike. Fire� ghters wearing 
breathing apparatus had 
to tackle the blaze when it 
broke out, at its peak seven 
high-powered hoses had to be 
used with four engines at the 
scene. Fortunately no one was 
hurt in the incident that had 
started in the early hours.

Award would 
help celebrate 
MacGochans 
comeback

September already, where 
has the Summer gone?  

I must admit this is my 
favourite time of year, lovely 
clear days, beautiful colours 
and even more gorgeous 
sunsets.  

� e sunsets this year seem 
to have been even more stun-
ning that usual although it 
maybe that we just had more 
time to appreciate them.  

Social media has been 
inundated with so many 
beautiful photographs of the 
West Coast, we really are 
lucky in Oban that a short 
stroll along the seafront can 
o� er fantastic views any 
time of day or weather but 
especially in the evening.

We’re not alone in appreci-
ating the views, as many of 
the responses on social me-
dia come from all over the 
world, with people sharing 
memories of having visited 
Oban in the past and wish-
ing to visit again or others 
saying how the images have 
inspired them to visit in the 
future.  

We’ve also had plenty of 
visitors arriving to appreci-
ate the area themselves and 
hopefully that will continue 

throughout the year as 
people take advantage of the 
beauties of our own coun-
try rather than travelling 
abroad.

Who knows what next 
year will bring, hopefully 
something better with a 
chance to enjoy the things 
we’ve missed this year – 
our International Shanty 
Festival and Storm are two 
of the things I’ve been disap-
pointed to miss this year, but 
I have my � ngers and toes 
crossed for 2021.

� e photograph last week 
was of the beautiful window 
at Hannah’s newsagents in 
Stevenson Street, and if you 
go along to see it in person, 
the wee dog on the beach is 
Beanie.  

� is week’s photograph is a 
really easy one.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

The Tobermory pub has reopened bigger and better 
following a devastating � re in May 2019.
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Rescued otter Bealltainn 
thriving in Skye sanctuary
Whatever happened to 
Bealltainn, the otter cub who 
was rescued on the Ross of 
Mull?

Having been rescued earlier 
this year in May when she 
wandered up to a human be-
cause she was starving - seek-
ing help or at least a decent 
meal - she is now growing 
up at the International Otter 
Survival Fund (IOSF) sanctu-
ary on Skye.

She is eating well, growing 
and becoming a little less bold 
around humans. � is is good 
news. If rescued otters become 
tame, they cannot be released 
back into the wild where they 
belong. So although she is well 
cared for, human contact is 
kept to a minimum.

Grace Yoxon, who along 
with her husband Paul, es-
tablished IOSF in 1993 said: 
‘Yesterday (� ursday August 
27) we moved Bealltainn into 

a bigger enclosure which gives 
her more chance to explore.   

We were very pleased in that 
she wasn’t easy to catch.   It 

is strange to say that but 
it means she is more wary 

of us which is a good sign.’
One of those caring for 
Bealltainn is Ben Yoxon, 
Grace and Paul’s. From a 
very young age he loved being 
part of helping with otters, 
surveying, searching for them 
around Skye. He even helped 
with the release of Tacky, on 
Mull, when he was seven years 
old.

Ben says: ‘What I really 
love is being able to give 
otters a voice and help in their 
conservation, both locally, 
and around the world. Being 
able to see the impact we can 
make for otters, and wetland 
habitats, is amazing, and with 
our programmes we can help 
multiple co-existing species 
too. I am very proud to be part 
of   “Team Otter” and look 
forward to dedicating myself 
to ensure their long-term 
survival.’

Rearing Bealltainn will 

cost IOSF about £1,600 for 
food, vet bills, etc.   Cubs stay 
with their mothers for 12-15 
months so should be released 
at about the same age. If re-
leased too early, they will not 
survive. � is is why the food 
bills are so high.

You can visit IOSF’s website 
www.otter.org to � nd out 
more about the work of IOSF 
in Scotland and all across the 
world. It is a global organisa-
tion working to conserve all 
13 species of otter by helping 
to support scientists and other 
workers in practical conserva-
tion, education, research and 
rescue and rehabilitation.

A visit to www.ottershop.
co.uk has a link to allow you 
to adopt an otter (including 
Bealltainn!) or donate to 
support the work of IOSF. As 
they say, ‘No amount is too 
small as it will buy a � sh for 
an otter.’

Bealltainn is developing well at the sanctuary on Skye.

KEEP CALM
AND 

CARRY ON 
WORKING 

FROM HOME

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Contact us today to find out more about our
stunning range of home office solutions.

KEEP CALMKEEP CALM

SHOP LOCAL • EAT LOCAL
SUPPORT LOCAL

#ObanMinded

Making Oban the place to 
stay, explore and spend!
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Man given 
18-month 
order for 
abusive 
behaviour
A man has been given an 
18-month non-harassment or-
der preventing direct contact 
with his former partner.

Daniel James MacKinnon, 
33, of Soroba Road, appeared 
for sentencing at Oban Sheri� 
Court on Tuesday August 25.

He was charged with 
engaging in behaviour 
which was abusive towards 
his former   partner Sarah 
Louise MacPherson between 
September 4 and October 11 
last year at Rhuvaal Road, and 
at the North Pier car park, 
Corran Esplanade.

It included repeatedly mak-
ing telephone calls, attending 
the garden of a house on 
Rhuvaal Road and loitering 
there, attending the car park 
and repeatedly shouting at 
her and uttering abusive 
and o�ensive remarks, and 
posting an o�ensive remark on 
Facebook.

Solicitor Edward �ornton 
told the court his client had 
pleaded guilty at the earliest 
opportunity and had been of 
good behaviour ever since.

MacKinnon had ‘well and 
truly learnt his lesson,’ Mr 
�ornton told the hearing and 
had not had any contact with 
his ex-partner.

�e defendant had been 
dealing with matters now in 
the ‘proper way’ by instructing 
solicitors and trying family 
mediation, said Mr �ornton.

However, Mr �ornton told 

the court that MacKinnon’s 
former partner had ‘refused to 
co-operate or facilitate’ with 
family mediation which had 
broken down.

Mr �ornton said a non-har-
assment order was unnec-
essary as his client was well 
aware that he was required to 
‘avoid her’ at all costs.

Sheri� Patrick Hughes 
told Mr MacKinnon that the 
charge before the court was 
‘signi�cantly less serious’ than 
before and that he did not ex-
pect the defendant to contact 
his former partner.

However, Sheri� Hughes also 
said it was a ‘domestic o�ence’ 
and that reports had indicated 
a ‘medium risk’ of reo�ending.

Sheri� Hughes said he was 
required to impose the order 
and that there should be no 
contact other than through 
third parties to arrange child 
contact.

‘Social media is very dan-
gerous and you would be well 
advised not to say anything 
about her,’ said Sheri� Hughes.

‘Make sure you are never in 
any position where something 
could be misconstrued,’ he 
said.

Community cash 
up for grabs
�e Western Isles 
Development Trust (WIDT) is 
inviting community groups to 
apply for funding for projects 
with a focus on alleviating 
fuel poverty and promoting 
renewable energy.  

Since April 2016 it has 
committed over £352,000 in 
grants and loans to promote 
these objectives.  Recent 

bene�ciaries include: Coll 
Community Development 
Trust, Lewis; Uist and Barra 
Food Bank; Garadh a Bagh a 
Tuath, Barra and Leverburgh 
Hall Committee, Harris.

Following the successful 
uptake of the Small Grants 
Scheme in 2019, where £40,000 
was distributed to community 
bodies across the Western 
Isles, WIDT is now launching 
the Small Projects Fund for 
2020 to distribute a further 
£40,000. �e scheme opened 

on Tuesday, September 1. 
Groups can apply for a maxi-
mum of £2,000 in grant fund-
ing.  In order to be eligible the 
application must meet at least 
one of the WIDT’s objectives 
(published on the website) and 
show bene�t to the commu-
nity.  Once the fund has been 
expended it will close until the 
September 2021.

Full details of the fund and 
the application form can be 
found at the website, at www.
widt.co.uk 

Cafe owner sad 
as seating area 
plants ripped out
A cafe owner in Oban has 
spoken of her sadness and 
disappointment a�er decora-
tive �owers were ripped out 
and thrown into the road, 
writes Ellis Butcher.

Donna and Archie 
MacCulloch of Roxy’s Co�ee 
and Tea House invested time 

and money in creating a 
new outdoor seating area in 
Airds Crescent - bordered by 
�owers – as the cafe tries to 
recover from lockdown and 
overcome the indoor corona-
virus restrictions.

But sometime between 
Saturday night and Sunday 
morning, young plants put 
in to make the area attractive 
were ripped out, with one 
thrown into the road and run 
over.

Donna said in the past 

other businesses nearby had 
su�ered damage so sadly, it 
was not unique.

She said: ‘People need 
to know that this is not 
acceptable. People have been 
so supportive of this and 
enthusiastic, and it’s just 
disappointing and sad that 
individuals can come along 
and try to wreck something 
people have worked hard 
to try to achieve and keep 
looking nice for the bene�t of 
the town.’

A BRIGHTER 
FUTURE IS IN 
SIGHT, IF WE 
DO THIS RIGHT.
STICK WITH IT SCOTLAND, 
FOR YOURSELVES AND EACH OTHER.

All that time spent. All those efforts made. All those 
tears shed. Let’s not go backwards. The more we stick 
to the coronavirus guidance now, the sooner we can 
move forwards, as one, to better days.
#WeAreScotland
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A woman has been found not 
guilty a�er a trial in Oban was 
cut short.

Nicola Mordew, 29, of Scalpay 
Terrace, Oban, was cleared at 
Oban Sheri� Court, pictured, 
on Tuesday August 25.

She had stood accused of 
behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner towards her 
former partner during a tele-
phone call.

�e court was told they had 
been in a relationship for 
around three years but had 
argued on February 18.

�e woman, appearing in the 
witness box and questioned 
by Procurator Fiscal David 
Glancy, con�rmed she had 
been ‘quite upset’ and that the 
argument had ‘spiralled’.

She said she had contacted 
police in order to try and get 

a house key to her property 
returned from Mordew.

While police o�cers were 
present, Mordew returned 
a telephone call and o�cers 
heard what she said because it 
was on loud speaker.

�e woman said police of-
�cers had asked her to make a 
statement against Mordew, but 
she had not wanted to do so.

Asked by Mr Glancy if she 
had wanted the police to take 
any action against Mordew, 
the woman replied: ‘No, I just 
wanted my key back.’

Mr Glancy told the sheri� 
that he did not plan to proceed 
any further with the case.

Sheri� Patrick Hughes told 
Mordew that because a pros-
ecution was no longer being 
sought, he found her not guilty 
and free to leave.

Woman cleared at 
Oban Sheri� Court

Argyll and Bute’s SQA pass 
rates have rocketed this year, a 
new report has revealed.

National 4, National 5, 
Higher and Advanced Higher 
pass rates were all well ahead of 
the national average, according 
to a document prepared for a 
meeting of the council’s com-
munity services committee.

Nine of the area’s 10 coun-
cil-run secondary schools were 
above the Scottish average 
at National 5, with seven out 
of 10 beating the national 
average at Higher level. Eight 
of the schools were also higher 
than the national average for 
Advanced Higher – Tiree High 
School, did not present any 
candidates for that level. For 
the fourth year in a row, all 10 
secondary schools in the region 
had a 100 per cent pass rate at 
National 4 level.

Grades were awarded through 
teacher estimates this year a�er 
the Scottish Quali�cations 
Authority’s (SQA) exam diet 

was cancelled due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

In a covering report, the 
council’s executive director 
Douglas Hendry said: ‘�e 
council received SQA awards 
for all pupils entered for for-
mal quali�cations in session 
2019/20 in August 2020.

‘�is provided comprehensive 
information on the outcome of 
examination performance for 

all pupils across each of the 
10 Argyll and Bute secondary 
schools.

‘Following the cancellation of 
the formal SQA examination 
diet due to Covid-19 schools 
submitted estimate grades 
made on behalf of each young 
person. �ese estimate were 
originally considered, moder-
ated and awards allocated by 
the SQA to each presentation 

and level. However, on August 
11 the Scottish Government 
indicated that the SQA would 
change this approach and re-
vert to candidate awards based 
solely on the estimates pro-
vided by schools and colleges. 
Any learner that was awarded 
a grade higher than their 
estimate in the original process 
maintained their award at the 
higher level.’

A table in the report then 
shows that the attainment 
across Argyll and Bute at 
National 5 level is a 12.02 
per cent improvement on the 
2018/19 exam diet.

For Higher level, the im-
provement is 17.26 per cent, 
and for Advanced Higher the 
attainment has risen by 20.02 
per cent.

Of the 10 schools,  Islay High 
School had the best National 
5 pass rate with 96.4 per cent, 
while Tobermory High School 
had the best Higher pass rate 
with 96.92 per cent.

Argyll schools see 
their grades rocket

Tobermory High School
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More than half a million views 
have been made of Oban’s 
seafront webcams since the 
coronavirus - underlining 
their huge value to the town.

� e Northern Lighthouse 
camera racked up nearly 
315,000 views and its opposite 
number across the bay at the 
North Pier notched up more 
than 308,000.

� e cameras   provide 
real-time high de� nition 
panoramas of the bay and its 
surrounds and are hosted by 
the Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Alliance (OLTA) at Oban.org.
uk

It launched an appeal during 
lockdown in April to raise 
£5,000 to meet their ongoing 
running and maintenance 
costs.

OLTA has now said it has 
reached its target a� er dona-
tions poured in, not just local-
ly, but from fans of the town 
in America, Europe, Australia 
and New Zealand.

Usually, the cameras are 
sponsored by tourism busi-
nesses but during lockdown 
there was concern about their 
sponsorship which OLTA 
relies on to keep the webcams 
going.

Yet their importance locally 
and globally has seen nearly 
200 people contribute.

Linda Battison, marketing 
director for OLTA and a 
founding member of the 
co-operative, said they 
had been ‘thrilled’ by the 
generosity.

Linda said: ‘I would like to 
say a huge thank you to every-
one and I suppose I shouldn’t 
be surprised but I have been 
because I hadn’t really expect-
ed people to put their hands 
in their pockets and donate in 
such numbers. � e response 

has been absolutely amazing.’
She added: ‘It’s been a nice 

mix of everyone from local 
businesses to local people 
actually in Oban themselves, 
right the way through to those 
people who have le�  Oban and 
have fond memories of it, or 
have visited it in the past and 
cannot visit now, and our in-
ternational visitors who clearly 
are not going to be able to visit 
for some time.’

‘I have been inundated with 
comments from people saying 
that they use the webcams as 
their screen saver and have it 
constantly running on their 
laptop to those who say they 
check in on the webcams every 
day to see what the weather is 
doing.

‘It seems they like to get their 
� x of Oban!’

A number of people chipped 
in from states including Texas, 
Missouri, California and 
New Jersey, along with those 
in Australia, Germany and 
France, alongside many local 
people and former Obanites 
and holidaymakers.

One said:   ‘� e Oban web-
cams are one of my lifelines. 
I would just hate them to 
disappear! I � rst came to Oban 
when I was only 10 days old - 
more than 83 years ago.’

Another commented: ‘Away 
from Oban for a long time but 
still check the weather every 
day.’

Contributor Sue Brown 
made three donations, saying: 
‘Desperate to keep the web-
cams going!’

People based in cities told 
how the lovely views provided 
relaxation from their stressful 
o�  ce jobs, and others said the 
landscapes seen here frequent-
ly ‘li� ed’ their days.

To view the webcams go to 
www.oban.org.uk/webcam/ 
and click the cam you want to 
see.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Love for 
Oban goes 
global 
thanks to 
webcams

Move your body,
improve your mood.

For tips on staying active to look after your 
mental health visit clearyourhead.scot
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� e links my family have to 
Iona are long and intricate, 
writes Kenneth Steven.

� ey go back to before I was 
born, and begin when my 
father was � rst a journalist 
and went over to the island to 
work on a story. I remember 
him telling me that at that time 
Gaelic was spoken every bit as 
much as English.

� is was long before my 
mother had visited Iona for the 
� rst time; a long time before 
she and my father met. She 
was taken on holiday to Iona 
a� er su� ering a sudden awful 
loss, and she experienced real 
healing over those days. It was 
shortly a� erwards that she 
became a Christian and Iona 
her very real spiritual home.

It was natural that she should 
want to bring her family to this 
place that had become of such 
importance to her. My father 
was still writing, and many 
of his articles were about the 
West Coast and the islands. 

He found Iona too small and 
low-lying: I can remember 
his yearning to visit Mull and 
climb. So we certainly didn’t 
visit Iona every summer as 
some did: we’d be there per-
haps every third year.

What I remember more than 

anything is the wonderful 
freedom of those times: get-
ting up at � ve in the morning 
to open an unlocked door 
and running to explore one 
or other of the beaches. More 
than anywhere else I wanted to 
be on Columba’s Bay, hunting 

for precious polished pieces of 
serpentine.

But there was something else, 
something other about Iona 
that’s impossible to describe 
in words. I felt it then, at the 
age of four or � ve, and I feel it 
to this day when I’m back. It’s 
something that innumerable 
others have felt too. Iona has 
been described as a thin place, 
somewhere the gap between 
God and us is not so great. 

For me, that’s always meant 
poems have ‘happened’ more 
easily here. On many occasions 
I’ve gone to Iona feeling that 
somehow the well of words has 
run dry. I battle against the 
wind to Columba’s Bay, and by 
the time I’ve reached the last 
little glen before the thunder-
ing waves on the shore, words 
are returning.

� ere are other links to Iona. 
A close family friend from 
days in Perthshire, Joyce, 
Watson, ended up living on 
the island and becoming the 

parish priest. And my sister 
Helen, veteran campaigner 
and Quaker activist, was made 
Peace and Justice worker for 
the Iona Community.

So it was back in the summer 
of 2000 that my collection of 
poems, Iona, was published 
by Saint Andrew Press and 
launched on the island. A tiny 
fragment of one of my paint-
ings was taken to create the 
cover. We probably shouldn’t 
do it, but the fact is we all do 
judge books by their covers, 
and I believe that has been 
one of the reasons for the 
collection’s success. It has gone 
on to sell some 10 000 copies, 
and the book’s still very much 
in print.

Since that time I’ve gone on 
to write a number of books 
with Iona at their heart: a nov-
el set at the time of Columba, 
� e Well of the North Wind. 
A non-� ction work, too, 
telling the stories of some of 
the many neglected corners of 

Iona, the places that few people 
� nd; a book put together with 
Highland photographer Iain 
Sarjeant – Iona, the other 
island.

But Iona is the one that really 
matters most to me, and the 
one I reckon always will.
IONA
Is this place really 
nearer to God?                                                                                                  
Is the wall thin 
between our whispers                                                                                            
and his listening? I only know                                                                                                        
the world grows less and less –                                                                                                      
here what matters is 
conquering the wind,                                                                                  
coming home dryshod, 
getting the � re lit.                                                                                    
I am not sure whether 
there is no time here                                                                                
or more time, whether 
the light is stronger                                                                                  
or just easier to see. � at is why                                                                                                      
I keep returning, 
thirsty, to this place                                                                                            
that is older than 
my understanding,                                                                                            
younger than my broken spirit.

Iona holds special place in 
poet and author’s heart

Kenneth with his book, and 
the painting he did which was 
used on the cover.

Monday:     9.30am – 12.30pm 
        & 1.00 – 4.00pm
Friday:      9.30am – 1.00pm

Thank you for supporting your local charity

liveArgyll Libraries are delighted to announce that Phase 1 of our phased 
return to service has begun, for book returns.   Library book return opening 
times are listed below:

Welcome Back!

Oban Library, 77 Albany Street, Oban, PA34 5AL.

01631 571444

NO 
LATE 
FEES!
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The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

There’s still time to have 
your say over Ganavan
What a fantastic response to the Friends of 
Ganavan’s survey on the future of Ganavan.

Overwhelmingly, people who have taken 
part are saying they do not want more houses 
built in the area.

Some 1,809 people have taken part in the 
survey in August alone, and there is still 
time for people to have their say, whether 
you live in Oban, in the surrounding area or 
are a visitor who enjoys spending time at the 
beach – everyone is encouraged to take part 
and have their voice heard.

� e Friends of Ganavan told us this week 
that not one comment has been received (in 
the survey) that has said housing would be 
positive in this area. In fact most respondents 
cannot believe it could even be considered. 
And we would agree.

Argyll and Bute Council’s proposed Local 
Development Plan 2 (LDP2) has outlined a 
large part of the Ganavan area as a Potential 
Development Area – P4023, meaning 
potentially houses could be built over the 
whole location. While there is no doubt more 
housing is needed in Oban, it should not be 
considered for Ganavan.

As the Friends warn: ‘It is a priceless asset. 
Once it’s gone we can’t get it back.’ 

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Coinnichidh na daoine ged nach coinnich na 
cnuic!

’S e coinneachadh  beag brònach a bh’ againn 
air an t-seachdain seo chaidh is sinn a’ gabhail 
beannachd le nàbaidh air an robh sinn air eòlas 
a chur thar còrr air trithead bliadhna. Dh’� àg 
cuingealachadh a’ choròna-bhìorais nach robh 
mòran sluaigh ceadaichte a bhith an làthair a 
chomharrachadh beatha an � ir seo, ach bha 
measgachadh de dh’aithrisean eirmseach air an 
snìomh gu h-iomchaidh an lùib sgeul dhuilich a 
bhàis is sinn a’ cuimhneachadh air na choilean e. 
Cha bu bheag sin, is e air bliadhnaichean mòra a 
thoirt mar neach-teagaisg dealasach air an robh 
gu follaiseach meas am measg oileanach agus 
cho-obraichean, agus thug e mòran de chuid 
ùine phearsanta cuideachd a’ siubhal gu ruige 
na Gambia a chuideachadh le leasachaidhean 
foghlaim chloinne an sin. Saoilidh mi gum bheil 
e fìor a ràdh nach eil mòran dhaoine feadh an 
t-saoghail shìobhalta nach toir aithne agus mo-
ladh dha neach-teagaisg àraid air choreigin airson 
na � uair iad de thaic a’ leasachadh an cuid eòlais 
agus adhartais nam beatha, agus nach sònraichte 
an teisteanas sin air neach sam bith. Sin a’ chliù air 
am bheil a’ mhòr-chuid de luchd-teagaisg airidh 
ged ’s dòcha nach eil iad daonnan ga � aotainn, 
agus gu cinnteach bidh leithid sin de chuimhne 
air ar nàbaidh nach maireann. 

Bhithinn � ìn ’s e � èin ag obair còmhla air caoc-
hladh phròiseactan thar nam bliadhnaichean, 
ach ’s e coiseachd mhonaidhean is bheanntan an 

cur-seachad a b’ � eàrr leis seach dad eile, agus a 
bharrachd air an eòlas a bh’ aige air slèibhtean na 
dùthcha seo bha e cuideachd air slighean feadh 
na Roinn Eòrpa a choiseachd.   Ma bha ùine saor 
aige, agus an aimsir a’ coimhead idir gealltanach, 
thogadh e a-mach a h-uile cothrom a gheibheadh 
e an cuideachd charaidean neo leis � èin. Bha 
e sona a’ coiseachd na aonar, a’ gabhail tlachd à 
àilleachd na dùthcha agus tha mi cinnteach gum 
biodh an litreachas air an robh e cho mion-eòlach 
a’ dùsgadh is a’ ruith na inntinn air a chuairtean. 
Ged nach b’ e Gàidheal a bh’  ann idir bha e air 
bloighean Gàidhlig a thogail bho cho-obraichean 
thar nam bliadhnaichean, agus bha ùidh mhòr 
aige cuideachd ann an ainmean Gàidhlig bheann-
tan is uillt is bha e deònach am fuaimneachadh gu 
ceart agus tuigse a bhith aige air an ciall. Saoilidh 
mi gun robh an duine seo gu cinnteach ann an 
co-luadar le nàdar, agus gu ìre bha an àrainneachd 
sin a’ còmhradh gu tlachdmhor ris tro mheadhan 
na Gàidhlig.

Bidh na beanntan ga ionndrainn tuilleadh, mar 
a bhios sinne cuideachd! 

Whilst not a Gaelic speaker our late neighbour 
and friend had absorbed many words and phrases, 
and he had a particular interest in the pronuncia-
tion and meaning of Gaelic place-names encoun-
tered as he walked the hills and glens of Scotland. 
� is was a man in communion with the natural 
world which regularly spoke to him, in Gaelic!

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Claims about Salmon farm 
don’t add up

Campaigner and gentleman angler Corin 
Smith and his colleagues at Salmon & Trout 
Conservation have long blamed salmon farming 
for the decline of wild salmon and sea trout 
along the north west coast of Scotland. However, 
the evidence to support their claims is extremely 
thin on the ground.

Mr Smith has been invited to visit salmon 
farms and to speak to industry representatives 
but has so far refused to do so.  I would suggest 
that if he was so concerned about the plight of 
wild salmon and sea trout, he would be willing 
to explore every possible avenue.

Wild salmon return to Scottish rivers to breed. 
� ey do so in response to cues from nature 
and part of the process involves the biological 
change to allow them to swim from salt to 
freshwater. � e idea that escaped farm-raised 
salmon, which the wild � sh sector claim to be 
inferior to truly wild salmon, would suddenly 
charge up a river and start breeding with any 
and every wild � sh is simply fantasy.

Annual catch records con� rm escaped farmed 
salmon found in Scottish rivers are few and far 
between. In the rare case that interbreeding 
should occur, any weakness would be quickly 
bred out as determined by Darwinian survival 
of the � ttest.

Wild salmon and sea trout have been in decline 
across of all of Scotland for many years and for 
many reasons. Should salmon farming ever be 
transferred to closed containment as they have 
demanded, it will not bring about a recovery of 
wild salmon and sea trout stocks to west coast 
rivers or anywhere else in Scotland.

Dr Martin Ja� a, Callander 
McDowell, Manchester.

Liquidation of dance school is 
a loss
Sadly the recent events in Ballet West have 
resulted in liquidation.

I am, however, somewhat shocked at the ap-
parent ready acceptance of the speedy demise of 
what was potentially part of a Performing Arts 
Department of the future University of Oban 
... “Oban is a University Town” as road signs 
describe Oban ... as well as a signi� cant factor in 
the local economy and artistic community.

Oban and its existing educational power 
houses – SAMS at Dunbeg, the University of 
the Highlands, Argyll College – will lose a 
partner in tertiary educational opportunities at 
the very time all such opportunities should be 

developing. Clearly, whatever the future, there 
needs to be huge changes in the ownership and 
management of Ballet West,  but to claim within 
days that ‘every option was explored to secure 
funding or alternative partners etc...’ seems 
somewhat too hurried a decision.

When in recent straitened times months of 
consultations and deliberations have occurred 
before any rural school catering for two or three 
pupils was closed, surely more is expected in the 
case of the closure of a nationally recognised 
ballet school, apart from its impacts on the local 
economy and community?

� e impacts includes many losses, including 
consumer demand on the local Taynuilt and 
Oban economies – some 80 people will no 
longer be in Ballet West; the local part-time 
labour force of some 80 young people, as well as 
the reversal of population loss of an annual local 

intake of young people that has ameliorated the 
long-recognised problem of the � ight of post 
school students to educational establishments 
elsewhere; Ballet West’s artistic and educational 
contribution to local and national performing 
arts; of a prestigious educational opportunity to 
Oban; of year-round bus and rail travel demand; 
to local children and adults of community dance 
and ballet opportunities etc.

Immediate appropriate action is of course 
required.

� e ownership and management must 
speedily be changed. It is incumbent on the 
Board of Trustees and the liquidator to involve 
local and national government, and local and 
national politicians to explore all potential 
alternatives. Transitional management links 
to Argyll and Bute Council, to SAMS, to � e 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow, 

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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to Scottish Opera, if such were willing to 
co-operate, to � e University of the Highlands 
etc could and should be attempted. Surely 
now is an opportunity to put Ballet West on a 
sustainable platform, supported by the Scottish 
Government. Such a whimpering demise as 
envisaged by the liquidator is not the way to 
end the artistic future dreams of so many other 
Ballet West students.

Tom Dolan, Taynuilt.

Bin the Hate Crime Bill and 
save freedom of speech
With anger and dismay expressed by hordes of 
expert individuals and organisations, all claim-
ing that the proposed Hate Crime Bill poses a 
serious risk to freedom of speech, arrogant poli-
ticians at Holyrood ought to sit up and seriously 
listen to those wiser that they.

Alistair Bonnington, a former Honorary 
Professor of Law at the University of Glasgow 
who taught the First Minister, is on record as 
saying: ‘� is is yet another example of the SNP 
failing to understand fundamental principles of 
Scots law.’ 

He added that the SNP is, ‘wasting the parlia-
ment’s time dealing with wholly unnecessary 
laws…Fundamental human rights freedoms, 
such as free speech, are not understood or 
respected by the Scottish Government. � e 
Scottish Government seems to believe that they 
can create a lovely Mary Poppins world by pass-
ing well-meant, but naïve laws.’

Neither does Jim Sillars, former Deputy Leader 
of the SNP, thinks the Bill is wise: ‘Freedom of 
thought, articulated by one’s speech, is so fun-
damental to the civic and intellectual  life of our 
nation that any attempt by the government to 
restrict that freedom has to be robustly opposed.’

� e Scottish Police Federation (SPF) has 
slammed the controversial Bill, while what Dr 
Stuart Waiton, a senior lecturer in sociology and 
criminology at the University of Abertay, has 
to say ought to be a loud wake-up call to all of 
Scotland: it is ‘possibly be the most illiberal and 
intolerant piece of legislation in any liberal de-
mocracy, worldwide.’ Such remarks are chilling.

� e best they can do with the Hate Crime and 
Public Order (Scotland) Bill, is quickly discard it 
in the dustbin at Hollywood.

Donald J Morrison, Inverness.

‘We urgently need everyone’s 
support for Oban lifeboat’ 
was the message this weekend 
from the Oban Fundraising 
Branch for the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI).

At the North Pier on 
Saturday and Sunday, volun-
teers took in dozens of ‘Betty’s 
Pots’ – the small and not 
so small jars � lled with � ve 
pence pieces and sometimes 
notes which have been out in 
the community.

Between April 2019 and 
March 2020 they helped bring 
in £2,000 towards the run-
ning of Oban’s ‘Mora Edith 
MacDonald’ lifeboat, which 
is on duty night and day – it 
launched around 10 times in 
the last fortnight alone.

Among the volunteers 
taking in collections were 
Oban FM presenter Jackie 
Craig and Heather Smith 

who oversees the collection 
tubs which in 2019 brought in 
£11,000. Also lending a hand 
was loyal RNLI supporter 
Peigi Robertson who is due 
to be recognised by the RNLI 
for her 50 years of continuous 
fundraising service which 
started well before Oban got 
its � rst lifeboat in 1972.

� e amount raised by Betty’s 
Pots was £714.22.

Phil Hamerton, chairman of 
the Oban fundraising branch, 
said the collection weekend 
did not mean the end of the 
need to raise money.

‘� e appeal is ongoing,’ said 
Mr Hamerton. ‘It relies entire-
ly on donations. � ere is no 
funding from any government 
or statutory bodies.’

Betty’s Pots has proved such 
a hassle-free way of contribut-
ing that it has spread to other 
parts of Scotland, including 

a pub in Cambusbarron near 
Stirling, nearly 90 miles away, 
said Mr Hamerton.

Martin Laing, deputy editor 
of � e Oban Times, mentioned 
the initiative at � e Foresters 
Arms, run by manager Kirsty 
Inglis, and it soon took o� . 
Pub regular ‘Wales Ally’ or 
Ally MacFarlane, who served 
in the Armed Forces and is a 
keen rugby fan, said people 
had happily donated their 
change each time they bought 
a pint. Ally said: ‘We have 
nothing to do with the sea and 
nothing to do with Oban, but 
everyone believes in the RNLI 
and we all think it’s wrong 
they don’t get supported by 
the government. � ey are an 
emergency service. � e job 
they do is dangerous and they 
do it for the safety of others, 
regardless of the sacri� ce to 
themselves.’ 

Phil Hamerton, chairman of Oban’s 
fundraising branch for the RNLI.

Peigi Robertson, an RNLI fundraiser for 50 
years.

Betty’s Pots reaches the Foresters Arms in 
Cambusbarron, Stirling. Manager Kirsty 
Inglis with Phil Hamerton and Wales Ally.

Oban 
Lifeboat 
fundraising 
volunteers 
at the North 
Pier on 
Saturday.

Lifeboat bene� ts from � ve pence fundraiser
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� is week we continue Iain � ornber’s extracts 
from the Oban Times 1930, throwing new light 
on St Kilda before and a� er it was abandoned. 
� is extract is taken from a forthcoming book on 
the subject.

Continuation of a report by the Oban Times 
Special Correspondent on the Island, August 
3, 1930: ‘On Monday 21st July at 5am, the ailing 
daughter of Widow Gillies died. Her passing 
immediately cast a gloom across the island, 
making women lay aside their duties and go to 
the comforting of the widow. 

A death on St Kilda is associated with many 
strange yet beautiful customs. In no other part 
of the British Isles is sympathy given in such a 
homely and practical manner. While the patient 
is ailing, the women of the island take turns at 
sitting by the bedside. When the worst happens, 
they comfort the mother for awhile, then go 
home to their dwellings to weep. It is now the 
time when strength is needed, so the men take 
up their vigil. In turns they watch beside the 
bier, while others go to the � ock of the deceased 
and kill a sheep. � is is immediately dressed 
and prepared for the table, where following a 
centuries-old custom, it is partaken of a� er a 
homely service, where the only wine is tears, Mo 
chridhe! Mo chridhe!

‘� ey came to me on that doleful morning and 
asked me if I would make the poor girl’s co�  n. 
Willingly, I followed them to the most ingenious 
wood store I have ever seen, and there got the 
necessary supply of wood, which they kept in 
rough, seven-eighth boards for this purpose and 
stored in the heart of a double wall, or dyke, the 
top of which is covered with layers of turf. � ey 
watched beside me till the task was � nished, 
handing as I needed the various tools with 
which to expedite the job. As soon as � nished, 
it was borne in single � le to the sorrow-laden 
dwelling, where amid loud lamentations, it 
received its load. It was intended to carry out the 
funeral on Tuesday, but owning to the arrival of 
the SS Hebrides during the a� ernoon, the same 
was delayed till the following day.

‘In connection with this sad case, words fail 
me to describe the self-sacri� ce and devotion 
to duty of Nurse Barclay, who has, so much, the 

welfare of the islanders at heart. Night and day 
she was at the side of the poor girl, herself weak 
and pale with the ordeal. � e natives told me 
that she had not had four hours sleep during the 
last week. But they did not need to tell me. � e 
only street in the village passed my window, and 
through the night I could hear her step, always 
heralded by the friendly bark of the collie, who 
knew her. O� en twice in the night she passed, 
bent on an errand of mercy, Ach! tha i cho math 
‘s a tha i cho breagha!

‘Exactly eight years ago the father of the de-
ceased girl died in the Island of Boreray, whither 
he had gone with a party of natives to shear the 
sheep. I heard an account of that tragic accident 
as I sat sipping tea beside an island peat � re. Nor 

would I recount it, but for the extraordinary 
manner by which the party on Boreray endeav-
oured to apprise their friends on Hirta that all 
was not well. Few perhaps are acquainted with 
the St Kildan’s method of signalling from one 
island to another, so the following account of 
the Boreray tragedy of eight years ago ought to 
be of some interest.

‘On the evening of the party’s landing on 
Boreray the father of the deceased girl was tak-
en ill. When morning dawned, and the patient 
was no better, a patch of turf was bared on the 
green slopes of the � ve-miles-distant island, as  
a signal to the natives on Hirta to send a boat.

‘Unfortunately a storm ensued and a mist 
came down and hid the island, and Boreray 

was le�  to guard its secret till the storm abated 
and the curtain of salt spume rose. It was then 
discovered that the signal had been withdrawn 
for the other and more dreaded signal of death. 
Hirta’s sons and daughters knew too well that   
[a] big black patch in front of the Druid’s abode, 
‘Staller House’ on Boreray! 

So with the knowledge that somewhere out 
there amongst the ‘Cleits’ (little stone huts for 
storing skins) one of the shearing party lay 
dead, the natives made frantic and repeated 
e� orts to get the boat launched. It was only a� er 
being bruised and blackened by the bu� eting of 
breakers that the feat was accomplished, and, 
sobbing and apprehensive, they watched it battle 
its way to Boreray. I could imagine the scene 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

The Oban Times and St Kilda clearance: part 5

 
FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 
3, 2020 are listed below with diff erences for major ports listed 
underneath. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

THURSDAY 
Light rain and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 11°C to 16ºC.

FRIDAY 
Light rain and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 10°C to 14ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK 
Saturday 
Light rain and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 9ºC to 14ºC.
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 10ºC to 15ºC.

WEATHER

HIGH LOW

22 13
MPH15

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

Thur 00.30 1.0 06.20 3.8
 12.43 0.8 18.35 4.1
Fri 01.02 1.0 06.48 3.8 
 13.15 0.8 19.06 4.1
Sat 01.34 1.0 07.15 3.8 
 13.45 1.0 19.36 4.0
Sun 02.04 1.1 07.42 3.7 
 14.13 1.1 20.05 3.8
Mon 02.35 1.3 08.09 3.6 
 14.40 1.4 20.33 3.6
Tues 03.06 1.5 08.39 3.5 
 15.08 1.6 21.02 3.4
Wed 03.42 1.7 09.13 3.3
 15.41 1.8 21.37 3.2 
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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This Hollywood 
star undoubtedly 
made the day for 
everyone pictured 
here.
The Argyll, the 
Isles, Loch Lomond, 
Stirling and 
Trossachs tourist 
board had an 
auspicious start 
when heart-throb 
Clint Eastwood 
dropped in on their 
inaugural meeting 
at Cameron House 
Hotel, on Loch 
Lomondside. 
Mr Eastwood was 
enjoying a gol� ng 
break at the then 
new Loch Lomond 
Golf Club course, 
near Luss.

The only information we have to go with this photograph is that it is of Strath of Appin 
Primary School children. But what year, and what was the occasion? If you are in the 
photograph or know the youngsters, let us know by emailing editor@obantimes.co.uk

 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryearsThe Oban Times and St Kilda clearance: part 5

as I sat by that island peat � re sipping tea, and, 
grouped around me, the natives who were of that 
tragic party. � ere was an air of sadness in that 
little grey-black cottage. Even the dogs seemed 
to sense it, for they too, lay still; their noses 
poked into the ash rim of the peat � re, and their 
tails curled well under their haunches, scarcely 
daring to breathe, as if to disturb the narrative.

‘In all, there are three signals on Boreray. � e 
� rst consists of a patch of turf some ten paces 
to the le�  of the ‘Staller House,’ and measuring 
eight yards square, being bared by the islanders, 
and means ‘short of provisions, send the boat’! 
� e other, and of a like size, is to the right of 
the ‘Staller’ House’ and means sickness. But the 
third – the signal of death – is twice as large as 
both, and consequently the most conspicuous, 
and most dreaded. It will thus be seen that the 
natives of Hirta had their own methods of com-
munication long before wireless had linked up 
the ends of the Earth.

‘So much has been written about St Kilda’s 
shallow soil that I was agreeably surprised to 
� nd it quite the opposite. Its green hills were a 

welcome change to the drab, rocky hills of Uist 
and Harris. I could imagine myself amongst the 
hills of Selkirkshire, save that the sea was very 
visible and the air charged with its tang.  

I found walking on St Kilda very di�  cult on 
account of its extraordinary steep hills. � ere 
is no hope of seeing the long fertile stretch of 
Gleann Mor, or drinking at the Well of Virtue 
(‘tobar nam buidth), unless by climbing the 
steep hill track that winds over the shoulder of 
‘Mullach Mor,’ and to accomplish which, means 
tired limbs, and perhaps a � t of palpitation. I had 
to rest on several occasions. 

My guide, a native, informed me that the 
Maidens of Hirta had to climb this winding 
track twice daily during the summer, owing to 
the cattle being grazed in Gleann Mor, and in 
consequence having to go there for the milking. 
I met a woman coming down with a sack of peats 
slung on her back as a Newhaven � sher-wife 
would sling her creel. She apparently thought 
nothing of it, for her step seemed light, and sure. 
I envied her.’

To be continued next week.

Gannets were the lifeblood of the St Kildans providing them with food and helping to pay 
their rents; and above, St Kilda mailboats were small boat-shaped blocks of wood hollowed 
out and attached to sheeps’ bladders to carry messages of help when the island was cut o� , 
especially during the winter months. Launched in westerly winds they were usually washed 
shore within a few days on the Long Islands but occasionally reached Norway and Denmark. 
Photographs: William Cameron.
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A hypnotherapy expert 
based in Dalmally has 
created a free podcast 
to help business 
owners.

Michelle Wakerell is 
a quali� ed, registered 
and accredited counsellor, 
psychotherapist and hypnotherapist, who 
has been in practice 12 years running 
Hypnotherapy for Change.

Living ‘o� -grid’, she works with clients 
face-to-face and online around the world. 
She also spent 20 years in the sports, health 
and � tness industry. 

She said the free audio recording can help 
business owners overcome challenges they 
are facing and focus on a brighter future.

Michelle said: ‘All businesses are having 
to re-evaluate and � nd innovative ways to 
survive, and look to come out in a stronger 
position in the marketplace.

‘I have spent many years helping business 
owners and entrepreneurs develop the 
right mindset, break bad habits and think 
more positively. Now more than ever, the 
techniques I teach my clients can be applied 
successfully in this current pandemic.’

‘I’d encourage any business owner who 
is feeling stressed or anxious to listen to 
my audio and see if it helps their focus, 
con� dence and clarity.’

She said the 15-minute recording simply 
requires the listener to be settled in a safe, 
quiet space.

Michelle added: ‘Even just taking 15 
minutes out of your day, rather than the 
latest virus news update, can help you regain 
a sense of balance and focus. It’s all about 
relaxing your mind, de� ecting the negative 
thoughts, and becoming more creative.’

Visit www.hypnoforchange.com and 
entering their contact details and putting 
‘business mindset’ in the comments section 
to get the recording emailed directly to you.

Dalmally clinical 
hypnotherapist 
helps businesses

Food business need to stay 
relevant, says SAC Consulting

New fund to help distilleries 
go green by 2050
A new fund to help distilleries go ‘green’ has been 
welcomed in Argyll and Bute.

� e £10 million UK Government Green 
Distillery Fund will make money available for dis-
tilleries to explore new research and development.

By 2050 all industries, including distilleries, 
must decarbonise as far as possible as part of 
climate change commitments to achieve net-zero.

Councillor Aileen Morton, chairperson of Argyll 
and Bute council’s climate change environmental 
action group, welcomed the fund.

� e whisky and gin industry played an increas-
ingly important role in Argyll and Bute, she said, 
adding: ‘� is new fund has the potential to help 
the industry play a key role in protecting our 
climate. � is could be a fantastic new opportunity 
to harness innovative energy sources within one 
of our most prestigious industries, reducing emis-
sions and creating higher value jobs.

‘� is very much � ts with one of our key aims, as 
part of our plan to address climate change, which 
is to promote Argyll and Bute as a low carbon area 
and to develop and seek additional investment for 
green infrastructure.’

Donald Cameron, MSP for the Highlands and 

Islands, said: ‘Consumers now want to know 
that the products they consume are produced 
responsibly and with respect for the environment. 
� is is great news for our whisky producers and 
will support the very promising growth in gin 
production across my region, and the jobs and 
investment that goes with it.’

Scotch Whisky exports are worth £4.9 billion 
and more than 10,000 people are directly 
employed in the industry in Scotland – 7,000 in 
rural areas – providing vital employment and 
investment across the Highlands and Islands.

To � nd out more, visit: www.gov.uk/government/
publications

Retaining new customers is the overriding 
challenge currently being faced by many local 
food and drink businesses as lockdown eases. 
Staying relevant and embracing developing 
market trends is key, says Ceri Ritchie, pictured,  
head of food and drink at SAC Consulting, part 
of Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC).

She said: ‘� e cynics say the majority of cus-
tomers will just revert to type and move back 
to their traditional buying habits – and many 
probably will,’ says Ms Ritchie, who has more 
than 35 years’ management and marketing ex-
perience in the UK food and agricultural sector. 

‘But research suggests they will share their 
shopping basket over a number of outlets and, 
if this is so, what can local food and drink busi-
nesses – the lockdown heroes – do to make sure 
they are part of this?’

During lockdown, local, convenience and 
online were the channels that bene� ted; and the 
key winning categories were alcohol, frozen and 
ambient. As lockdown eases, new opportunities 
are arising in addition to these and local retail-
ers need to think laterally about how they can 
package and promote their range and o� ers to 
take advantage of this, says Ms Ritchie.

‘It’s more important than ever to keep close to 

your customers, take the opportunity to speak 
to them and gather feedback to understand 
what in� uences their buying behaviour and 
make your business and your product o� ering 
relevant. Undertake research of your customers 
and, if possible, take advantage of available 
research. Socialising is largely happening at 

home with barbecues, parties and picnics and 
the staycation is a major opportunity – and not 
just for the summer season. Businesses need to 
emphasise their community role, their place in 
the locality, their local story or to link to local 
traditions, heritage celebrations, landmarks and 
activities.

‘Can you provide the “walkers” picnic, the 
“munro baggers” lunch or the “beach brunch”? 
Many people are still working from home, and 
potentially looking for easy cook food and 
healthy snacks. Looking forward, what will 
consumers want this Christmas? Food gi� s to 
contribute to the Christmas meal or prepre-
pared seasonal dishes? What will your unique 
e-Christmas o� ering be?

‘Perceived value for money will be an increas-
ingly important issue for consumers and will 
in� uence their buying behaviour. Your o� er 
needs to help your customers achieve a safe, ful-
� lling experience both out shopping and when 
they are cooking, eating or drinking at home.

‘However, keep an eye to the future, learn 
from the past and be ready for challenges. Local 
food and drink businesses were the heroes of 
lockdown and have the opportunity to continue 
be the heart of their community.’
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Events businesses in Argyll and Bute can now 
apply for a share of a £6 million fund to help 
them recover from the pandemic.

VisitScotland ‘Events Industry Support 
Fund’ will give businesses a one-o�  £10,000 
grant to help them bounce back.

It is being delivered on behalf of the Scottish 
Government and was announced as part of a 
£10 million package of support by economy 
secretary Fiona Hyslop MSP.

Parts of the events industry are not yet able 
to reopen and those which can are operating 
with limited numbers and other changes. � e 
fund will support businesses who have not yet 
received Scottish Government funding from 
other schemes, and which meet eligibility 
criteria.

Applications will be open from noon on 
Monday, August 31, until the same time on 
Monday September 14, and funding will be 
available on a � rst come, � rst served basis.

Ms Hyslop said: ‘We know the events sector 
has been hit hard by the coronavirus pandem-
ic and while we have set out indicative dates 
for a staged return of the industry, di�  culties 
will continue for a long time to come. � is 
funding is the result of close collaboration 
with the sector to work out exactly what 
challenges they face and tailor our support to 
help them as best we can.’

Paul Bush OBE, VisitScotland’s director of 
events, said: ‘� e events industry has been 
devastated by the coronavirus pandemic as 
one of the � rst industries to stop and it will be 
one of the last to restart.

‘� ere is a desperate need for support and 
this £6m Scottish Government fund will help 
a number of businesses in the short term. It 
is on a � rst come, � rst served approach, with 
only the � rst 600 applications being awarded 
funding, so I would urge those in the events 
supply chain to get their applications in as 
soon as possible.’

Details are available at www.
visitscotland.org/events/funding/
coronavirus-support-fund

£10,000 grants 
available for 
events organisers

Building A Great Business
ANGUS MACDONALD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

In the sixth part of our series, Fort William 
businessman Angus MacDonald o� ers advice on 
starting your own company, and why it is quite 
possible to build a valuable business in the West 
Highlands.

Preparing for inevitable 
disasters
Every company will face a crisis. It’s like riding 
a horse or skiing, if you push yourself you will 
take a tumble. It’s all part of becoming good at 
what you do. � at said, you can take precautions 
to protect yourself, i.e. have the equivalent of a 
decent helmet and good ski goggles.

Most disasters seem to emanate from col-
leagues, rather than customers, product failure 
or technology. I have seen it all in my 30-year 
career – a fraudulent chief executive, a sta�  
member leaving to start up as a competitor, tak-
ing our client data with them so they knew our 
pricing and margins, and simple incompetence. 
� e co-founder of my � rst company was killed 
in a skiing accident.

� e companies I have taken on have tended to 
be on their knees due to some major mishap: the 
waste company was getting closed down by the 
Environment Agency; the publishing business 
was facing major litigation; and the education 
company was in danger of losing its licence to 
teach its only pro� table courses. Personal inter-
vention with the right people formally laying 
out how your organisation will behave in the 
future can buy you time to � x the underlying 
problem.

A� er people issues, running out of cash is 
probably the next biggest area of company fail-
ure. � e quarterly rent or VAT bill might trigger 
the crisis. Last week I wrote about the key role 
a head of � nance plays; they are certain to give 
you a cash-� ow forecast, which should give you 
several months to manage the impending cash 
crunch. You can sell something, take a salary 
holiday yourself or raise � nance if you know 
there is a cli�  edge ahead. 

Banks withdrawing their loan facility is a 
disaster. � ey will need the cash-� ow forecast 
and a plan for how you intend to right the ship. 

Bankers cannot cope with surprises. Business 
folk who have been around for any period of 
time know that banks will only lend you money 
when you don’t need it. � ey need to be conserv-
ative: a� er all they are lending out pensioners’ 
and other savers’ nest eggs.

Reputational risk is a massive liability. Should 
your company issue a product with a major � aw, 
as the boss you are responsible. Step forward, be 
completely honest, accept liability and resolve 
it. Candour, apologies and righting the problem 
quickly will pay o� .

Are you in the wrong business? ICS Learn, 
the 130-year-old education company I was 
chairman of, was a paper-based distant learning 
operation, sending out massive � les to students. 
Apart from investing in course quality, the 
other strategic decision we took was to move 
it to 100 per cent online. � is cut our printing 
and distribution costs by £1 million and vastly 
increased its potential customer base. 

My favourite example of redirecting a compa-
ny is Whitbread. It sold its static brewing and 
pub business and built up Premier Inns and 
Costa Co� ee, making massive money for its 
shareholders as a result. 

If you had a shop selling fax machines 20 years 
ago, then switching to mobile phones would 

have been the right move. If there is an im-
pending property recession, changing the focus 
of your house-building business to installing 
turbine bases and roads for wind farms would 
be sensible. Adapt or die.

I have been fascinated during this Covid reces-
sion how businesses have adapted their business 
model. In Fort William, the Wildcat Café had 
a thriving takeaway business. LBS hardware 
did internet orders and curb-side pickup. � e 
Highland Soap company moved from 10 per 
cent of sales via the internet to 40 per cent, a 
business transition that will serve them well in 
the long term. In Oban Jackson Butchers o� ered 
free home deliveries, while Poppies Garden 
Centre o� ered an order and collect service. 

In every business you will have a major tech-
nology failure. You will have a cash crisis and 
you will have a major personnel headache. At 
your board meetings make sure these issues 
are on the agenda and discuss them before they 
become a problem. Is your server backed up 
and data secure? How sound is your cash-� ow 
forecast and do you have three months of cash 
should you have a problem? Does your company 
have key man insurance in the event of the 
founder getting killed in a skiing accident?
 Next week: A summing up.

Karen Lindsay of 
the Oban Beer 
Seller launched her 
business just before 
lockdown, so decided 
to sell online before 
� nally being able to 
open her doors.

We have launched a helpline as we want to assist those 
businesses that, through no fault of their own, � nd 
themselves confronting various pressing business 
problems as a direct result of the government 
restrictions to quell the spread of COVID-19.

There are various options available to businesses and 
if you need a sounding board or to speak to a � nancial 
expert about your options, we are here to listen and 
o� er free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

4 High Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478
168 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000

{                                      }Wylie & Bisset giving free business advice 
to steer Scottish businesses through the 

Coronavirus post lock down

Call now on 
0141 566 7096



�e Oban Times
Thursday 3 September202020 OPEN FOR BUSINESS

We are publishing this information in association with BID4OBAN and ObanFM, supported by the Scotland’s Towns Partnership 
who, along with the Oban Times, are dedicated in helping to provide resilience for our local business community. Many of these 

businesses are working under extreme pressure to bring quality products and services to the people of Oban and beyond. Please 
remember to exercise caution when shopping. 

Along with our wonderful NHS sta� and carers, our local food, fuel, news platforms and home supply businesses are our community 
champions!

OPEN FOR
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Most businesses are back up and running as 
normal, however opening times may change, 
please call the independent businesses to �nd out 
more.

LOCAL FRESH FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIERS

Argyll has a unique natural larder and a range of 
passionate artisans and suppliers to choose from. 
With home deliveries too!
 
D WATT & SON
Tel: 01631 562358

FROM CRATE TO GATE (THE OBAN INN) 
Drinks supplies - for full menu see Oban Inn 
Facebook page Home deliveries daily

IAIN DARLING/WYNNE BUTCHERS 
Tel: 01631 567400

JACKSON BUTCHERS 
Tel: 01631 562016

MILLSTONE WHOLEFOODS 
Contact Sa�ron on 01631 562704 or email contact@ 
millstonewholefoods.co.uk 

OBAN BEER SELLER
Tel: 07796 418973 or email obanbeerseller@gmail.
com 

OBAN FOOD HUB 
Check out the Oban Food Hub Facebook page for 
strict guidelines on collection and delivery. 

TASTE OF ARGYLL KITCHEN 
Tel: 07882226675 

TAKE-AWAY FOOD

BOSSARDS PATISSERIE
Open Monday- Saturday 9am - 4.30pm 

BIRCHWOOD FILLING STATION 
Open 6.30am-8pm 

CAFE SHORE 
Tel: 01631 563076

CUAN MOR
Tel: 01631 565078

CORIANDER
Tel: 01631 570806 

GEORGE STREET FISH RESTAURANT AND 
TAKE-AWAY 
Tel 01631 566664 

KEBABISH OF OBAN
Tel: 01631 566885 

OBAN FILLING STATION
Open 7am-6pm 

OBAN GRILLHOUSE 
Tel: 01631 358246 

PIAZZA 
Tel: 01631 563628 

BUILDING, TRADES, GARDENING & DIY 

CARPET & FLOORING SERVICES OBAN
Tel: 01631 563 684

CITY ELECTRICAL FACTORS 
Tel:  01631 562362 OR Email: sales.oban@cef.couk 

CITY PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
Tel: 01631 567640  

CRAIGARD DECOR 
Tel: 01631 562680 or email: tonycave@aol.com

HIGHLAND FASTENERS
Tel: 01631 570584

KINLOCHLAICH GRADEN CENTRE 
Tel: 07881 525754 or email �ona@kinlochlaich.plus.
com

POPPIES GARDEN CENTRE & CAFÉ
Tel: 01631 565718 or  
email : sales@poppiesgardencentrre.com

GARAGES

FIN’S PLACE
Tel: 01631 566 220 or 07766 757 013 

FLIT
Tel: 07810391753 or email: �it@btconnect.com 

KERRIE’S TYRES 
Tel: 01631 570000 

MUNRO’S GARAGE 
Tel: 01631 564463 

MORRISON MOTORS 
Tel: 07825 581171 

RODDY’S GARAGE 
Tel: 01631 565882 

TRAILWEST 
Tel: 01631 563638

LEGAL SERVICES 

ANDERSON BANKS SOLICITORS & ESTATE 
AGENTS (OBAN AND BENBECULA)
Tel:  Oban o�ce: 01631 563158 or email: info@
andersonbanks. co.uk
Tel:  Benbecula o�ce: 01870 602061 or email: uist@
andersonbanks.co.uk

DM MACKINNON - SOLICITORS & NOTARIES
Tel: 01631 563 014 OR email info@dmmk.co.uk

E THORNTON AND CO SOLICITORS & ESTATE 
AGENTS
Tel:  01631 566771 or email: info@ethornton.co.uk 

INSURANCE JELF CLARKE THOMSON 
Tel: 01631 567675 Graeme Bass mobile: 07872 
131073

MACPHEE & PARTNERS 
Tel: 01631 562308 or email: law@macphee.co.uk 

STEVENSON KENNEDY SOLICITORS 
Tel: 01631 562317 or  
email: gordon@stevensonkennedy.co.uk

TAXIS 

ARGYLL TAXIS  Tel: 01631 565293 
ETIVE TAXIS  Tel: 01631 566880 
LORN TAXIS  Tel: 01631 564744 
OBAN TAXIS  Tel: 01631 564148/566676/564666 
ETIVE TAXIS  Tel: 01631 566880 

FUEL/SERVICE STATIONS

BIRCHWOOD GARAGE 
Mon-Sat 6.30am-8pm

HALFWAY FILLING STATION  
Open 24 hours (no kitchen) 

OBAN FILLING STATION
Mon-Sat 7am-6pm, Sun 8am-6pm 

WEST HIGHLAND GAS
Tel: 01631 564050 

HEALTHCARE 

JOHN WALLACE OPTICIANS OBAN PRACTICE
Tel: 01631 563170

CONVENIENCE STORES/NEWSAGENTS 

ALBANY STORES 
Sunday to Wednesday 6am to 6pm
Thursday to Saturday 6am to 9pm

SOROBA SHOP 
Mon-Sun 10am-8pm 

McCOLLS Oban 
Mon-Sun 7am-8pm 

DUNOLLIE SHOP 
Tues-Sat 10am-8pm, Sun & Mon 12pm-6pm

HANNAH’S 
Mon-Sat 6am-8pm, Sun 6am-6pm

VETS AND PET SUPPLIES 

CREATURE COMFORTS 
9am until 2pm every day except Sunday

KINTALINE FARM 
Mon-Sun 10am - 5pm by arrangement 

OBAN VETERINARY SURGEONS
All enquiries by telephone 01631 562876

SHOPPING

ALBA ART
Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm

JEWELLERY BY FIONA FRASER
Tel, 07895 213367

MADE IN ARGYLL
Tel: 07703 301831

OBAN MUSIC SHOP 
Tel: 01631 566304 

ORSAY 
Now open as normal and orders taken online at 
www.orsayoban.co.uk

SCOTTISH ISLAND JEWELLERY 
Tel: 07760297957 Shop: 01631 570005 and  
Mobile : 07760297957 

SPORT SHOP OBAN
Tel: 01631 562050

THE JETTY GALLERY
Tel:  01631 570102 or email annie@thejettygallery.
com 

TRAVEL & LEISURE 

ERIC SMITH TRAVEL 
Email eric@gowestravel.co.uk, dianne@gowestrav-
el.co.uk 

IT & COMPUTER SERVICES

MATRIX COMPUTERS 
Tel: 01631 571571 Email: info@matrixcomputers.
co.uk 

OBAN COMPUTER SERVICES Limited 
Tel: 01631 566561 

TV AERIAL SERVICES

MACLEOD TELEVISION LTD
Tel: 01631 54310 or email - o�ce@mcleodtv.co.uk 

QUANTITY SURVEYORS 

MORHAM & BROTCHIE 
Tel: 01631 563 721 or email: admin@morhambro.
co.uk 

Information correct at time of going to press. 
This page will run in the Oban Times every week 
for as long as necessary - printed information will 
be updated weekly but business are advised to 
get in touch if you have any questions or to add/
change listings Tel: 01631 568000.

OT



BID4Oban, along with your local news-
paper � e Oban Times, believes it is the 
ideal opportunity to capitalise on many 
people’s desire to support local, encour-
aging more of us than ever to buy, eat, 
source and promote Scottish food and 
drink.

For all in the food and drink sector, 
2020 has been a year like no other. In the 
space of a few weeks the whole industry 
had to fundamentally change the way 
it operated and everyone witnessed 
a remarkable e� ort by all to keep the 
nation’s fridges and freezers full, whilst 
businesses faced enormous disruption.

� ere have been so many hidden heroes 

of this pandemic and all those involved 
in keeping our food and drink industry 
a� oat, at a time of disruption and fear, 
are amongst them. So, it feels � tting that 
as the industry returns to a ‘new normal’, 
we turn the spotlight on those amazing 

producers and fantastic products that 
kept us going during lockdown and 
beyond. 

� is year’s Scottish Food & Drink 
Fortnight is all about those inspirational 
Scottish food and drink heroes who 
helped to - not just feed those in need - 
but also kept us inspired with their food-
ie ideas, shared their skills and produced 
those fantastic products that became the 
highlight of our lockdown days.

In this special, based over four weeks, 
we will feature our “local heroes” who 
adapted to the change and kept our town 
serviced. Read their stories starting in 
next week’s paper.
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Sponsored 
by

Supporting local this September 
for Scottish Food & Drink 
Fortnight 2020 
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Mary’s Meals founder Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow, author of 
the Sunday Times Bestseller, 
� e Shed that Fed a Million 
Children, is calling for a better 
understanding of true charity  
in his latest book.

Published today (� ursday, 
June 3) Give: Charity and 
the Art of Living Generously 
explores the positive role it can 
play in all our lives.

‘Charity is the best thing 
about humans,’ said the au-
thor, formerly of Ballachulish 
and now living in Dalmally.

‘How we practice it de� nes 
us as individuals. � e way 
we encourage it and foster it 
will shape the future of our 
societies.

‘And yet today more than 
ever, despite charity becoming 

an intrinsic part of the fabric 
of Western culture, it is ques-
tioned, challenged and misun-
derstood like never before.’

At a time when many in the 

charity sector face bankruptcy, 
the act of giving has never been 
more in demand and while 
many see traditional charities 
as hopelessly ine� ective, old 

fashioned or even corrupt, 
people all over the world con-
tinue to engage in a multitude 
of charitable activities. So, 
what exactly is charity and 
how will it emerge from the 
current crisis?

Magnus is better placed than 
most to reveal what constitutes 
true charity and to celebrate 
its power. He has spent the 
past 30 years working among 
people in dire need, witnessing 
startling acts of charity and 
sacri� ce in many di� erent 
cultures and situations.

� rough his book Give 
Magnus shares these moving 
stories to illuminate the 

life-changing impact these 
acts of charity have on both 
giver and receiver.

Along the way, he o� ers a 
robust criticism of the behav-
iour and attitudes that have 
given charity a bad name and 
demonstrates how to elevate 
its place in society. Inspired 
by the author’s strong Catholic 
faith, but drawing on the 
stories of people of all beliefs, 
Give contains a universal mes-
sage of how to thrive by living 
generously.

All pro� ts from the sale of 
Give will be donated to Mary’s 
Meals and other charities.

Author and founder of Mary’s 
Meals on art of living generously

Mr MacFarlane-Barrow’s 
new book calls for a 
better understanding of true 
charity and the positive role 
it can play in our lives.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

YOURSTORY
share with us: editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Dunsta� nage 
Castle reopens 
to visitors
� e 13th-century former 
stronghold of the MacDougall 
clan has reopened.

While all external spaces 
will be accessible, new meas-
ures will be in place at the site 
including one-way systems in 
some locations and the closure 
of some indoor areas where 
physical distancing is not 
possible. � is includes the top 
� oor of the gatehouse.

All visitors will also have to 
book tickets in advance via 
the Historic Environment 
Scotland website. Signs are 
in place to guide visitors and 
while some areas may be o�  
limits, there will be addi-
tional information available.  
Visitors with smart phones 
can scan available QR codes 
on some of the interpretation 
materials for information on 
areas of the sites that are not 
yet accessible.

Dunsta� nage Castle and 
chapel will be open daily 
from 10am to 4pm, with last 
admission at 3.30pm, visit 
www.historicreopening.scot

Argyll Fencing and Timber 
Ltd, formerly C Hodge 
Fencing, became a limited 
company in March. 

� e business at the 
Timberyard, Lerags, was 
established in 1989 by Colin 
Hodge and was bought out in 
2001 by his daughter Claire 
Elspeth Hodge.

It specialises in sourcing 
high-quality fencing materials, 
timber and woodfuel supplied 
to the Argyll and Islands area.

� e business is currently 
run by Claire and sta� ed by 
excellent contract sta� .

Its opening hours are 
9am-5pm, Monday to Friday 
and orders are website only 
with pre-booked delivery 
and collection slots available 
throughout the week.

� e business operates a strict 
social distancing policy and 
delivers kerbside only.

In stock there is a good range 
of top quality posts and fram-
ing materials as well as wire, 
gates and agricultural equip-

ment. � ere are also options 
for dry logs and briquettes.

� e website is carefully 
maintained with updated pric-
es, and displays all available 
products.

� roughout the pandemic 
it has specialised in items in 
short supply and those that are 
di�  cult to obtain elsewhere. 

Claire said the business 
hopes to continue the service 
for the local area while keeping 
customers safe.

� e newly-created collections 
area, which is separate from 
the main stock yard, allows the 
business to ensure customers 
can collect their orders in safety.

All deliveries are checked and 
recorded prior to departure 
and Claire said it accepts and 
refunds returns. 

� e website address is www.
hodgefencing.co.uk or call 
01631563271. No walk in or drop 
in collections are permitted with 
no access to o�  ce premises.

New name, same great service

The Timberyard next to the main road junction at Lerags.



Thursday 3 September 2020 LEISURE  23

A local art project is marking 
the evening 90 years ago when 
the � nal 36 St Kildans were 
evacuated from their island 
and arrived in Lochaline and 
Oban.

A group of artists are taking 
the events of August 29, 1930, 
as inspiration for a series of 
new artworks and creative 
writing exploring the echoes 
of the St Kildan evacuation 
and how it still resonates nine 
decades on.

Instigated by independent 
producer Rhona Dougall from 
Oban, the project, entitled 
Fàgail Hiort/Leaving St 
Kilda, has brought together a 
group of artists, writers and 
musicians from Morvern and 
the Oban area and given them 
a platform to create and share 
new work.

Contributors include 
sculptor Sheila Quillin and 
musician Riona Whyte, both 
from Morvern, as well as Oban 
writers Kirsty Macdonald and 
Mara Dougall, and visual 
artist Katie Harris-MacLeod 
from Kilchrenan, currently in 
Australia, which also has its 
own St Kilda connection.

� e project also explores 
archive recordings and pho-
tographs. Producer Rhona 
Dougall, whose photography 
is also featured in the project, 
said: ‘I wanted to create a 

space where people could 
respond creatively to the local 
links with the St Kilda story, 
and also their own personal 
connections to the themes it 
brings up: migration, loss, and 
new beginnings, among many 
others.

‘Sheila and Riona have quite 
a direct connection, having 
grown up in Morvern where 
most of the St Kildans settled, 
while those of us from the 
Oban side all have island 
migration stories in our own 
families.

‘Kirsty’s family le�  Heisker 
around the same time as the 
St Kilda evacuation, and that 
island has similarly remained 
unpopulated. My own grand-
father le�  Eriskay around the 
that time as well, with the fam-

ily eventually settling in Oban. 
Katie has a Skye connection 
through her grandmother, 
and being in Australia at the 
moment has led her to explore 
that part of the St Kilda story 
as well.’

Due to the current restric-
tions around Covid-19 the 
work will be exhibited online 
initially, with live events 
planned for the future.

Rhona added: ‘We want to 
share these artworks, stories 
and songs with the people 
living in and around Morvern 
and Oban today, as well as 
with those further a� eld, and 
to hear what memories or 
stories it provokes in them.

I think it’s important, now 
more than ever, to take the 
opportunity to explore our 
local history and where we 
come from, and � nd creative 
ways to connect to that – it 
helps to give us a sense of place 
and meaning.

‘We live in such a beautiful 
part of the world with such a 
rich history, it’s been a joy to 
spend time getting to know a 
di� erent side of it.’

� e project, which has 
received support from Carraig 
Gheal Wind Farm Community 
Bene� t Fund and Ardtornish 
Estate Hydro Community 
fund, can be accessed online 
at www.fagailhiort.com from 
August 28.
 Also see this week’s Morvern 
Lines on our heritage pages.

Artists mark 90th 
anniversary of St 
Kilda evacuation

RhonaNicDhughaill’s photograph ‘Creagan Fhiodha’ – Cli� s Of Timber, which speaks of the 
St Kildans who scaled cli�  faces on their home island for food – gannets – but moved to live 
in forestry houses in Morvern.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

SheilaQuillin’s Cedar Eyes

PHOENIX
CINEMA OBAN

WWW.OBANPHOEN IX .COM | 0163 1 5 6 2 9 0 5
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | SCOT T I SH CHAR I T Y NO . SCO4240 7

Masks/face coverings must be worn when entering and moving around the cinema. You
can remove masks to have food and drink. Those who are exempt and under 5s do not
need to wear a mask. Please book ahead where possible. We have implemented a 2m
rule in the big screen and left every other row empty, please sit in the seat shown on your
ticket.
Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little

or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.
Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER
The Snow Queen: Mirrorlands | U 16:30
Tenet | 12A 19:00

SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER
The Snow Queen: Mirrorlands | U 12:15
Tenet | 12A 15:00/19:00

SUNDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
The Snow Queen: Mirrorlands | U 12:15
Tenet | 12A 15:00/19:00

MONDAY 7TH-THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER
The Snow Queen: Mirrorlands | U 16:30
Tenet | 12A 19:00

DAVID ATTENBOROUGH:
A LIFE ON OUR PLANET
ONE NIGHT ONLY 28/09 - 19:30
LIMITED SEATING BOOK SOON!
One man has seen more of the natural world than
any other. This unique feature documentary is his
witness statement. In his 94 years, David
Attenborough has visited every continent on the
globe, exploring the wild places of our planet and
documenting the living world in all its variety and
wonder. Now, for the first time he reflects upon
both the defining moments of his lifetime as a
naturalist and the devastating changes he has
seen. Honest, revealing and urgent, DAVID
ATTENBOROUGH: A LIFE ON OUR PLANET is a
powerful first-hand account of humanity’s impact
on nature and a message of hope for future
generations.

Sign up for weekly
email listings here
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.scot or on the TuneIn app

Now, more than ever, we ap-
preciate the impact of the great 
outdoors on our mental, phys-
ical and emotional wellbeing 
and where better than on our 
own doorstep, wrives Yvonne 
JW Anderson.

� is autumn, there are 
many more opportunities to 
immerse yourself in the many 
glorious gardens, now open for 
charity, the length and breadth 
of Argyll. Under Scotland’s 
Garden Scheme, private 
garden owners are giving us 
a chance to enjoy a fresh-air 
stroll in the lushness and tran-
quility of their gardens, and 
donate to great causes.

 North of Oban, near 
Connel on the A85, lies 
Achnacloich, a 20-acre wood-
land garden, overlooking 
Loch Etive. Here you can 
marvel at the ancient trees 
and shrubs from Asia, China, 
Japan, North America, Chile 
and New Zealand. � ere are 
native oaks and magni� cent 
150-year-old Scots pines and 
European larch. Together with 
acer, betula, cornus, pieris, 
sorbus, they o� er an array of 
vibrant autumn colour.

Open Saturdays. Call 01631 
710223. £5, children free.

 Twelve miles south of 
Oban, towards Seil Island, 
why not visit the spectacular 
elevated setting of Ardmaddy 
Castle Gardens. Here there is a 

plantsman’s garden for all sea-
sons, including unusual trees, 
shrubs and plants, cutting 
� owers, fruit and vegetables. 
Explore the woodland walk 
leading to a water garden. 

Open daily, all year. £5, 
children free.

 At Inveraray Castle 
Gardens, you can choose 
either to walk for free through 
expansive woodland to hill 
summits and stunning views. 
Or, for an entrance fee, take 
a wander through the iconic 
fairytale castle and formal gar-
dens. � ere are lawns, paths, 
colourful shrubs and old trees 
such as oak, beech, sweet 
chestnut, larch, � r and cedar. 
� e restrictions on opening 
earlier this year led to a surge 
in native wildlife, with castle 
sta�  and visitors seeing rare 

birds such as nuthatches, also 
red squirrels and pine martens 
frolicking on the lawns and in 
the wild� ower meadow.

New, this year, is a series of 
information panels about the 
gardens; their wildlife, history 
and lichen collection.

Open until the end October, 
� ursday-Monday. www.
inveraray-castle.com

 Within a few miles of 
Inveraray on the A63 near 
Lochgair, you will � nd Knock 
Newhouse. � is six-acre 
woodland garden is centred 
on a small waterfall, a 250-foot 
lochan and lily pond. � ere are 
over 100 species of rhododen-
dron and hybrids and other 
� owering shrubs. Among the 
mature and young trees are cut 
leaf oak and alder, specimen 
conifers, redwoods, eucalyp-

tus, acers and a Wollemi pine 
(which many have thought to 
be extinct).

Open by arrangement. Call 
01546 886628. £4, children 
free.

Gardens are either open on 
speci� c days, all year, or ‘by ar-
rangement’ (just phone them). 
Find details of open gardens 
near you and contact details 
on www.scotlandsgardens.
org. Before your visit, please 
check the Visitors Guidance 
on www.scotlandsgardens.
org/visitors-guidance-dur-
ing-covid19/

Can’t make it? � en you can 
visit many of the gardens virtu-
ally and donate that way. More 
than 100 virtual garden visits 
can be found on our YouTube 
channel, www.youtube.com/c/
ScotlandsGardensScheme

Scotland’s Gardens is a 
charity and relies on donations 
so, thank you to all those who 
continue to support it. Take 
the family and visit one or two 
– you won’t regret it.

� e First Minister’s 
Reading Challenge 
has opened for 
registrations for 
the new school 
term.

� e challenge 
is available to 
all primary and 
secondary schools, 
as well as community 
groups and libraries, and 
aims to build positive reading 
cultures and improve literacy 
for young people.

Now in its � � h year, the 
programme is run by national 
charity Scottish Book Trust 
and this year aims to support 
teachers and pupils returning 
to school a� er lockdown with 
additional resources and 
funding.

According to a new report by 
National Literacy Trust, three 
in � ve children and young 
people said that during lock-

down reading made 
them feel better. 

� e challenge can 
assist schools 
and community 
groups to es-
tablish regular 

reading routines 
and activities as 

young people ease 
back into education.

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said: ‘I launched 
the First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge to inspire as many 
young people as possible to 
discover a joy of reading.

‘Reading regularly not only 
opens the door to new worlds 
– it improves vital literacy 
skills, boosts mental health 
and creativity and can spark a 
passion and inspiration which 
can have a lasting impact on 
whole communities.

‘� at is why I want schools 
and libraries across the coun-

try to register for the � � h 
year of the challenge to help 
motivate and inspire the next 
generation of Scotland’s book 
lovers.’

Marc Lambert, CEO of 
Scottish Book Trust, said: ‘It 
has been a di�  cult year for 
both teachers and pupils, and 
we hope the First Minister’s 
Reading Challenge will be 
able to o� er support and 
structure to those returning 
to school for the � rst time 
since lockdown.’

Funding will also be avail-
able to those who register for 
the challenge, so schools and 
community groups can or-
ganise their own book event.

Primary schools, secondary 
schools, libraries and com-
munity groups that register 
for the challenge will be able 
to apply for funding to work 
with an author, illustrator, 
poet or storyteller. 

� is may be an in person or 
remote event, a personalised 
resource or other partnership.

� e deadline for applying 
is � ursday November 26. 
Applicants will have until the 
end of the school year to use 
the funds. Funds will cover 
the author fee, travel where 
necessary and accompanying 
materials such as books, art 
supplies etc to help them 
make the most of the event.

� ose who register will have 
access to best practice from 
previous years’ winners. 

Other resources for schools 
and community groups that 
register for the challenge 
include downloadable read-
ing passports, classroom 
resources, book lists and 
activities available for all age 
groups.

For more information, 
registration and funding, vis-
it www.readingchallenge.scot

First Minister’s Reading Challenge launched

Enjoy beauty of Argyll’s 
gardens this autumn

Knock Newhouse near Lochgair, above, and right , 
Ardmaddy Castle Gardens are just two of the venues to 
enjoy as part of the scheme.

For requests, competitions or questions please call us on 
01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

MONDAY:  8am-12pm  Breakfast show with Stephen
 5pm-7pm  Drive time with Marcus
 7pm-8pm  Highland Fling with Rosemary
 8pm-9pm  John McLuckies Show
 9pm  David Cullen Show
TUESDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Ken Hunter
 1pm-3pm  Macky on FM
 3pm-5pm  Mental Musings with Mer & Vicky
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times
 7pm-8pm  Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
 8pm-9pm  Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
WEDNESDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Comfort Zone with Lesley
 1pm-3pm  Doug in the afternoon 
 4pm-7pm  Drive Times with Campbell
 7pm-9pm  Country meets Rock N Roll with Ken & Len 
 9pm  Gordon’s Grooves
THURDAY:  8am-11am  Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
 11am-2pm  Lunch Show with Laura
 3pm-7pm  Drive Time with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  Christine’s Collections
 9pm-10pm  Ann’s Ceilidh
 10pm  Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Jay
 10am-1pm  The One with Allan
 4pm-6:45pm Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry, Janet & Anna
 6:45pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
 10pm  Late Show with Jay
SATURDAY:  8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Saturday Morning Live with Linda
 3pm-6pm  Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
 6pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Sounds Scottish with Archie Darlin
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Dave Lewi
SUNDAY: 9am-11am  Sunday Morning with Breege
 11am-2pm  Sunday Brunch with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
 9pm  Drum & Bass with Graham
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DIARDAOIN 3 an t-Sultain
THURSDAY 3 September
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne –
  Children’s programming 
19 :00 Dileas/ Working Dogs (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 An Lot S3 (rpt)
21:00 Jimmy Johnstone (rpt)
22.30 Jesse James (rpt)
23.20 Dhan Uisge (Loch Loyne)
23.30 Air an Rathad/On the road (rpt)

DIHAOINE 4 an t-Sultain
FRIDAY 4 September
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne –
 Children’s programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News 
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Bonn Comhraidh(rpt)
20.00 Ceolmhor@Piping Live! (rpt)
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 Opry Dhoire (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: The Optimists 
22.50 Celtic Connections (rpt)
23.00 Lorient is Alba: Scotland’s Year (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 5 an t-Sultain
SATURDAY 5 September
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18:00 Am B.F.G (rpt)
19.30 Bonn Comhraidh (rpt)
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Puirt-adhair (highland airports) (rpt)
21.00 Folk Prom (rpt)

22.00 Jesse James (rpt)
22.55 Lorient is Alba:HEBCELT (rpt)
23.50 Beo air Bord Steisean- Fanias/
 International space Station (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 6 an t-Sultain
SUNDAY 6 September
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
18 :15  An La – News
18:30 Seachd La – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 An Lot S3 (rpt)
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair beo (rpt)
21.00 Bannan (rpt)
21 :30 Bannan (rpt)
22.00 Macleod MP/Maclean KGB (rpt)
23.00 The Optimists (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Lomond) (rpt)

DILUAIN 7 an t-Sultain
MONDAY 7 September
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 Tir is Teanga/Language and Landscape (rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt) 
21:00 ÙR/NEW: Sgeulachdan a’ Ghlasaidh - Trusadh 
21.45 ÙR/NEW: Dirlo – Am Fear Maireann 
 (The Survivor) 
21.55 Tha Thu air Aigeann M’Inntinn (rpt)
22.00 Bannan S5 (rpt)
22.30 Obair Ealain (street art) (rpt)
23.30 Seoid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen Coves (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 8 an t-Sultain
TUESDAY 8 September
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne –
 Children’s programming
19:00 Dileas/Working Dogs (rpt)

19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo (rpt)
21.00 Sgeulachdan a’ Ghlasaidh – Trusadh (rpt)
21.45 Dirlo – Am Fear Maireann (The Survivor) (rpt)
21.55 Tha Thu Air Aigeann M’Inntinn (rpt)
22.00 Birdman of Pollock/Curaidh na Coille (rpt)
23.00 Ceolmhor@Piping Live (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 9 an t-Sultain
WEDNESDAY 9 September
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 Tir is Teanga/Language and Landscape (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Langauage (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Puirt-adhair (Highland Airports) (rpt)
21.00 Air Toir Manachainn Dheir 
 (The Lost Monastery of Deer) (rpt)
22.00 Bannan S5 (rpt)
22.30 Jimmy Johnstone (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 10 an t-Sultain
THURSDAY 10 September
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19 :00 Dileas/ Working Dogs (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 An Lot S3 (rpt)
21:00 Jock Stein (rpt)
22.00  Seoid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen Coves (rpt)
22.30 ÙR/NEW: Clint Eastwood (rpt)
23.20 Dhan Uisge (Loch Coruisk)
23.30 Belladrum 2019 (Highlights) (rpt)

Robert in lockdown!
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Another week, another virtual 
festival performance – this 
time, Cowal Gathering last 
Saturday. 

I have enjoyed great week-
ends at Cowal over the years 
with both Tide Lines and, pre-
viously, Skipinnish; so it was 
an honour to be asked to sing a 
few songs from my living room 
at their virtual festival. 

And what a virtual festival 
it was: my Facebook page 
seemed to be dominated by 
Highland Dancing, Piping, 
and general Cowal Gathering 
performances, interviews, and 
trivia for the full weekend. 
A tremendous e� ort by all 
involved and a � tting sub-
stitute for an internationally 
renowned gathering. 

Meanwhile, in Glasgow, 
the track and trace system is 
wreaking havoc with those 
Highlanders and Islanders 
with more than one � rst 
name – your Donald Archies 
and your Peigi Annas – be-
cause Glaswegian bar sta�  get 
confused as to the number of 
households! 

For example, I recently 
walked into a bar with two 
pals and, when asked for our 
full names, the answers were 
Robert Daniel, John Alexander 
Donald, and Ian Geo� rey. 

‘And how many households 
do we have here?’ the bar girl 
asked. ‘Oh just the three,’ said 
John. � e girl admitted, on 
hearing the names, she had ex-
pected seven di� erent people!

On a similar note, the afore-
mentioned Ian (of Trail West 
and Tyree gin fame) had been 
in one of the establishments 
of Finnieston’s “teuchter 
triangle” a number of years 
ago when an uninvited and 

well-oiled local had joined 
their company. 

All of the lads had nick-
names, so the chap asked them 
what their real names were and 
where they were from. 

‘I’m Ian from Tiree,’ said the 
� rst one. ‘I’m Iain from Tiree,’ 
said the second – with the 
slightly di� erent pronuncia-
tion of the added ‘I’. When the 
guy found out the third man 
was also a Tirisdeach called 
Iain, he turned to the fourth 
and said: ‘And I suppose you’re 
Iain from Tiree too?’ 

� e fourth man, a well 
known character called 
Speedy, smiled and said: ‘As a 
matter of fact, I am!’

� e poor guy le�  the com-
pany wondering how strong 
his Buckfast had been that 
evening! 

Moving on to new re-
leases, a new album that 
is well worth a listen is 

Easier Now, by � e Islands. 
� eir lead singer, Donald 
MacDonald, son of Runrig’s 
Calum, is a good pal of mine 
and a tremendous singer/
songwriter. 

Tide Lines had the pleasure 
of sharing a stage with the lads 
for our Barrowlands show last 
November, and we also in-
cluded one of Donald’s songs, 
Wreck of a Ship in our latest 
album, Eye of the Storm. 

So I have been looking for-
ward to this album for some 
time and it hasn’t disappoint-
ed. � e artwork (pictured) is 
also a point of interest – cre-
ated by the talented Caitlin 
Sonachan of Sona Design. 

� e colourful representation 
of the frontage of a Glasgow 
tenement summarises so much 
of what the lads’ music is about. 
If you’re looking for a good 
rock album to see you into the 
winter, look no further!

New books translated into Scots launguage
Nine new books in 
Scots have been 
awarded funding by 
the Scots Language 
Publication Grant. 

Now in its second 
year, the Scots 
Language Publication 
Grant was created by 
the Scots Language Resource 
Network to support Scots 
publishers and to encourage 
Scots writers. It is funded 
by the Scottish Government 
and administered by Scottish 
Book Trust, the national 
charity changing lives 
through reading and writing.

Applications were assessed 
by a panel with expertise in 
Scots and publishing

� e successful titles are: 
 � e Itchy Coo Book of 

Grimm’s Fairy 
Tales by Saviour 

Pirotta, illus-
trated by Emma 
C h i c h e s t e r 
Clark, translat-
ed by Matthew 

Fitt and James 
Robertson, Itchy 

Coo/Black & White 
Publishing

 � e Leerie by Stuart 
Armstrong and Joseph Daly, 
Leerie Press

 A Nicht Afore Christmas 
by Irene McFarlane and 
Rosemary Cunningham, 
Tippermuir Books

 Duck Feet by Ely Percy 
(pictured), Monstrous 
Regiment Publishing

 Ghost Polis by Matthew 
Fit, Luath Press

 But N Ben a Go Go (audio-
book) by Matthew Fitt, Luath 
Press

 Scotsaga by Donald Smith, 
Luath Press

 A Short Story Collection 
in Scots by Gerda Stevenson, 
Luath Press

 � e Classics in Scots by 
William Imray Brown, Luath 
Press.

Deputy First Minister John 
Swinney, said: ‘� e Scottish 
Government is a strong 
supporter of our indigenous 
languages, including Scots.

‘We want to support those 
who wish to learn and use the 
language and access new and 
exciting reading materials. 
� ese books are for adults and 
children, encouraging a love 
of Scots from an early age.’
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Most parents spend 
a great deal of 
� me seeking out 
opportuni� es for their 
children.
Finding the right educa� onal environment 
for your child has a big part to play in 
how they develop interests and make life 
decisions, and Scotland’s wide selec� on 
of independent schools can give you that 
freedom of choice. 

Each SCIS school has a dis� nct ethos and 
values, but whether co-ed or single-sex, 
day school or boarding, each one will 

encourage your child to be the very best 
they can be. The ques� on is which one is 
right for your child? 

A healthy and diverse mix of backgrounds

Around 30,000 children in Scotland a� end 
an independent school – around 4 per 
cent of pupils in Scotland. This healthy mix 
of backgrounds, abili� es and na� onali� es 
makes for a vibrant, modern student body 
that mirrors the real world and will serve 
your child well for the future. 

Fee assistance

You may be surprised to learn how 
aff ordable an independent educa� on 
can be. In 2019-20, over 3,000 children 
received means-tested fee assistance, with 

18 per cent of those benefi � ng from a free 
place. 

The independent school advantage 

The schools’ reputa� on for academic 
excellence is an obvious a� rac� on for 
many parents.   Staff  have ready strategies 
to help every child excel, whether it’s extra 
s� mula� on for someone showing clear 
ability, or a diff erent approach to turn the 
light on when the topic is tricky.  

Con� nuity of care

Independent schools off er an exci� ng 
array of on-site clubs and experiences to 
help children grow both physically, socially 
and in confi dence. Your child will have the 
opportunity to try all sorts of endeavours, 

from coding to musical theatre, in a safe 
environment at school. 

See for yourself

All schools welcome visits from 
prospec� ve families throughout the year 
where staff  can show you round, give you 
a feel for life at the school and answer any 
ques� ons you may have. Look for details 
of open days on school websites, although 
this year things might look a bit diff erent 
with schools crea� ng virtual open days.   

For more informa� on, advice and 
guidance on choosing an independent 
school in Scotland visit the Sco�  sh 
Council of Independent Schools (SCIS) 
website at www.scis.org.uk 

Could your ideal school 
be independent?

www.esms.org.uk

The Mary Erskine School

Stewart’s Melville College

The Junior School

Edinburgh Merchant Company Education Board Registered Charity No SC009747

LIKE YOU BELONG
Feel

Boarding and Day 
School in Edinburgh

Board with us from age 10 and receive an academic 
education of the highest standard as well as unrivalled 
opportunities in sport, music, drama, art and dance. 

ESMS ADVERT 155x127.indd   1 28/08/2020   11:40

Erskine Stewart’s 
Melville Schools 
A unique family of independent schools

Like any family, values lie at 
the heart of who we are, and 
we help the boys and girls who 
live in our Boarding House to 
live up to these values in all 
that they do. Dean Park House 
provides a comfortable, close-
knit and aff ordable home-
from-home for children whose 
parents may work overseas or 
live too far from Edinburgh to 
commute daily. 

Our House accommodates up 
to 30 boarders in separate, 
secure study bedrooms. This small size means that boarding is like being part of an extended 
family, and children forge deep and las� ng friendships. Living just a short walk from the west end 
of Edinburgh’s historic centre, boarders enjoy regular fi eld trips within the city, as well as further 
afi eld across Scotland. 

ESMS off ers more than 300 clubs and socie� es, as well as unrivalled opportuni� es in sport, music 
and drama, outdoor educa� on, trips and community involvement, all with the inten� on of helping 
your child discover their talents, explore something new, have fun and make new friends. 

Rated ‘Excellent’ in all categories assessed in our most recent Care Inspectorate Report, each child 
receives a high level of care and individual a� en� on.  

For more informa� on or to arrange a personal visit, please contact our Admissions Team at any 
� me. Email: admissions@esms.org.uk 
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Scottish Council of 
Independent Schools (SCIS)
The Scottish Council of Independent Schools’  
role is to provide parents with impartial information, 
advice and guidance, as well as keeping independent 
schools abreast of educational developments, training 
opportunities and legislative change, enabling the 
independent schools sector to make a worthwhile 
contribution to the development of education in 
Scotland.   
• to advance education via curriculum development 

and the training of teachers

• to communicate and negotiate with the Scottish 
Parliament, the government, and public and private 
bodies on behalf of the independent sector

• to provide impartial information, advice and 
guidance to parents

• to advise member schools and their governing 
bodies on educational developments and legislation 
affecting independent schools (eg, education, 
taxation, welfare, health and safety).

You may be surprised to learn 
how affordable an independent 

education can be. In 2019-20, 
over 3,000 children received 
means-tested fee assistance, 

with 18 per cent of those 
benefiting from a free place. 
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Many schools can boast about their exceptional academics, 
university successes, extensive sporting and co-curricular 
programmes, internationalists, specialist sporting academies, 
welcoming atmospheres and stunning grounds and facilities. 
Indeed, we can do that as well. What makes us different, 
however, is a combination of things: our size, a genuine focus 

on the needs of the individual, and the fact that we really 
understand boys and how to get the very best out of them. It is 
a potent trio. It is what enables us to know our boys really well 
and to understand what makes them tick. Our community’s 
well being is central; without it no one will ever achieve their 
best. That is why wellbeing underpins everything we do. Our 

Merchiston Castle School
boys thrive because they are known, understood, valued, and 
supported in everything they do. They are encouraged to make 
the most of their talents, and to look after one another in a safe, 
caring environment, to ensure that the school years are a happy 
time for all. Our successful sport offering supports positive 
mental wellbeing as much as physical fitness levels. This healthy-
body, healthy-mind approach extends to carefully selecting raw, 
natural ingredients for meals and educating pupils about the 
importance of good nutrition.

Best School Food UK – Golden Whisk Awards 2019

‘The strength of a school environment where the foundation of 
every activity is built on wellbeing considerations has borne fruit 
in these recent months of hardship and stress for so many,’ says 
Senior Deputy Head Alan Johnston. ‘Because young people and 
staff at Merchiston are used to talking about their wellbeing, 
they reacted openly and honestly to our questions about how 
they are feeling about the new approaches that we have all had 
to put in place.’ Merchiston is a remarkable school where boys 
make lifelong friends and community connections whilst gaining 
a world-class, global, outward-looking education. We would love 
to talk to you about your son and, more importantly, talk with 
him to work out what makes him tick, discuss where he wants to 
go next and make sure he has the toolkit to get there. We know 
that choosing a school for your son is an important decision, 
which is why we treat every application individually. No two 
families are the same, so there is no typical process. We offer 
many opportunities for you and your son to visit us throughout 
the year so that you can decide what the best fit is for you as a 
family.

Great City Prep – ‘The Best of the Best’ The Week 2019

In order to join the WLSA, schools must pass exceptionally high 
requirements to become an associate. Such rigorous standards 
include obtaining remarkable academic results, demonstrating a 
holistic approach to student wellbeing, and championing respect 
and concern for different peoples and cultures. World Leading 
Schools Association Our success proves that what we do works.

Contact Director of Admissions, Mrs Kay Wilson  
Tel: 0131 312 2201 Email: admissions@merchiston.co.uk
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As the west of Scotland’s only day and 
boarding school, Lomond School welcomes 
families from around the world to enjoy a fi rst-
class educa� on and lifestyle from ages three to 
18.  Our unique loca� on in the coastal town of 
Helensburgh, on the edge of Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs Na� onal Park, provides a perfect 
se�  ng to deliver a rounded educa� on which 
inspires achievement and enquiring minds.

From Junior 1 to S6, our dedicated and 
talented teaching staff  deliver a rich and 
varied curriculum which ensures children 
are encouraged to love learning right from 
the start and are challenged and inspired 
throughout their school career. We aim to 
harness each child’s talents and strengths to 
ensure they become the very best that they 
can be.

Our Senior School pupils enjoy a broad 
curriculum with a wide range of subject 
choices, complemented with high levels of 
personalised support and expert guidance from 
staff . Pupils can expect to study eight Na� onal 
5’s, six Highers and three Advanced Highers 
with our exam results over recent years 

speaking for themselves; we were delighted 
to see all our 2020 S6 leavers this year achieve 
their fi rst choice University place. 

As a candidate school* for the IB Diploma and 
IB Careers-related Programmes, we are looking 
forward to increasing further the breadth of 
choice for our senior school pupils from August 
2021. 

Lomo nd School provides a great place to 
live and learn for families based in Scotland, 
off ering a range of Flexible Boarding op� ons 
which can be taken up on a short or long-term 
basis. 

Contact our Registrar to fi nd out more. 

T: 01436 672 476    
E: admissions@lomondschool.com    
W: lomondschool.com

* Only schools authorised by the IB Organiza� on 
can off er any of its four academic programmes: the 
Primary Years Programme (PYP), the Middle Years 
Programme (MYP), the Diploma Programme (DP), 
or the Career-related Programme (CP). Candidate 
status gives no guarantee that authorisa� on will be 
granted.

Weekly boarding in the west 
of Scotland

10 Sta�ord Street, Helensburgh G84 9JX | lomondschool.comLearning brought to life

Learn together 
Grow together

• Welcoming & supportive community
• Small class sizes & broad curriculum
• Outstanding outdoor learning
• Excellent academic results
• An inspiring place to learn & grow

Enquire about transport options 
available for  weekly boarders.

Unlock your child’s potential today with 
an education which both challenges 
and inspires.

1839 Lomond School Scottish Field Half Page Ad AW.indd   1 26/08/2020   16:15



Any word found in the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary (Tenth Edition) is 
eligible with the following 
exceptions: proper nouns; plural 
nouns, pronouns and possessives; 
third person singular verbs; 
hyphenated words; contractions 
and abbreviations; vulgar slang 
words; variant spellings of the 
same word (where another variant 
is also eligible).

 1. Burning forest, ultimately 
lost (6)

 4. Graduates prepared to see 
the hound (6)

 9. Pushed hard, so it is heard 
in Lancashire (7)

 10. Gnat I disturbed was a 
monster (5)

 11. Naval offi  cer to arrive 
outside Defence Ministry 
with gold (9)

 12. Pair of the French circle (3)
 13. Small, lively person has a 

couple of birds (4-7)
 18. Confi ne the writer (3)
 19. Perform acrobatics on part 

of farm vehicle (9)
 21. Film star on the roof (5)
 22. Journey precedes oil 

change in north Africa (7)
 23. Al’s set about an 

ornamental tuft (6)
 24. Respect for clergyman 

formerly (6)

1

9

11

12

16

18

21

23

10

13

2

14

11

17

21

3

19

15

4

8

22

24

4

13

16

24

5

10

15

6

12

20

7

17

 1. Animal found by an 
accountant under the 
mountain (6)

 2. Fancy a drink of Scotch? 
Pour last of bottle in! (5)

 3. Clear task on the grid (7)
 5. Try to catch by degrees? (5)
 6. This or that unpleasant 

person (2-3-2)
 7. Design to make edge as 

well (6)
 8. Combine into one by 

abnormal procreation (11)
 14. Volume of transport (7)
 15. Wire had wrapped round 

leather (7)
 16. Tap for glutton and heavy 

drinker outside (6)
 17. A record in the east about 

mountains (6)
 19. Many a tree blown about on 

the island (5)
 20. Summon girl about fi ne (5)

ACROSS DOWN

1

9

10

16

19

26

32

34

12

2

20

13

23

3

14

21

24

30

31

14

17

22

35

4

11

25

27

33

12

18

22

5

8

10

15

28

5

10

23

24

6

29

7

31

QUICK CROSSWORD

7 9
9 2 3 6

1 6 7
5 8 1 3

9
6 2

8 4
2

3 7 5 1 6

6 1 7 3
5 8 9

7 2 9 8
5 4 9 6 7 3 1

7 9 2
2 3 7

1 8 7 5 6
3

6 5 8 7

20 21 5 18 11 5 25 18 15 24

15 25 4 25 8 16 25 18 6

22 25 10 4 25 17 6 10 25

24 21 17 5 26 17 14 25 15

26 21 15 12 21 10 17 18 15 13

17 10 5 25 19 15 25 12 22 3 25 15

18 14 6 3 8 17

15 12 22 3 3 10 26 3 4 25 18 19

17 18 17 1 17 11 25 19 25 4

21 19 25 17 15 2 14 14 9

7 19 5 19 19 18 3 21 8

23 17 18 14 3 19 25 25 11

15 25 14 17 6 22 25 18 25 4

Each number in our Cross Code grid represents a different letter 
of the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start 
you off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, 
then use your knowledge of words to work out which letters 
should go in the missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

How many words of four 
letters or more can you 
make from this 
Nonagram? Each word 
must use the central letter, 
and each letter may be 
used only once. At least 
one word using all nine 
letters can be found.
Guidelines:

NONAGRAM

Place the four signs (add, 
subtract, multiply, divide) 
one in each circle so that 
the total of each across 
and down line is the same. 
Perform the first calculation in each 
line first and ignore the mathematical 
law which says you should always 
perform division and multiplication 
before addition and subtraction.

  2  12
 10  2  4
  2  2
 9  2  6
  1  1

EQUALISER
Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.Easy Hard

Spell out a 15-letter word or 
phrase by moving from one 
chamber to another within 
the pyramid. You may 
only enter each of the 
chambers once and 
may only proceed 
through openings 
in the walls. The 
first letter may 
appear in any 
chamber.

     M

    A  K

   S  S  T

  T  A  A  D

 R  E  H  A  R

Using all 16 letters of the phrase above, form 
four words each of four letters which will fit in the 
grid to form a magic square in which the words 
can be read both horizontally and vertically.

LIST ACE LIBRARIES

WORD PYRAMID

MAGIC SQUARE

Here are two 
miniature five-
square 
crosswords 
using the same 
grid – but the 
letters have 
been mixed up. 
You have to 
work out which 
letters belong 
to which 
crossword.

 RA LI GL OH TW

 IT  OR  EO

 LG RA YO EO RM

 AI  UA  PL

 SD EO LP OI DT

FIVE ALIVE

No. 5177

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14
S

15 16 17
R

18 19 20
U

21 22 23 24 25 26

 C A N 
 P E G 
 H A M

24 Good; 28 Very Good; 
33 Excellent.

 1. Who was the fi rst Olympic 
gymnast to achieve the perfect 
score of 10?

 2. Which word can go before 
grand, carriage, minder and sit?

 3. Forest Whitaker won an 
Academy Award for his 
performance in which 2006 fi lm 
about Ugandan dictator Idi 
Amin?

 4. Which major international canal 
has no locks?

 5. Which fi ctional character was 
called Sauron the Great?

Quiz Challenge
 6. Which country gave the 

Hebrides to Scotland in 
1266?

 7. What name is given to a 
pistol which fi res signal 
fl ares?

 8. What is bombazine - a semi-
precious mineral, a dress 
fabric or a type of explosive?

 9. Who composed The Four 
Seasons?

 10. The John Moores University 
is in which British city?

Your daily puzzle challenge
CROSS CODE CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

ACROSS
 1. Dispirited (8)
 5. Female child (4)
 9. Inert 

medication (7)
 10. Come in (5)
 11. Vase (3)
 12. Alcove (6)
 15. Furze (5)
 17. Just in case (4)
 19. Take away (6)
 22. Dylan ------, 

Welsh poet (6)
 24. Notion (4)
 26. Echo sounder (5)

 27. Farmhouse (6)
 30. Rocky hill (3)
 32. Farewell (5)
 33. Give out (7)
 34. Basin (4)
 35. Agreed (8)
DOWN
 1. Deceive (4)
 2. Sea mammal (5)
 3. Thin pancake (5)
 4. Husband or 

wife (6)
 6. Time between (7)
 7. Generosity (8)
 8. Distance (6)

 13. Dove’s sound (3)
 14. Sleigh (4)
 16. Enter 

unlawfully (8)
 18. Asterisk (4)
 20. Brief notice (7)
 21. Moral 

excellence (6)
 23. Possess (3)
 25. Departure (6)
 28. Astound (5)
 29. Join on (5)
 31. Unwelcome 

plant (4)

This puzzle page is supplied by 
Sirius Media Services. 
To try our new puzzle, 
Zygolex, go to 
www.zygolex.com
© Sirius Media Services Ltd
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QUIZ CHALLENGE: 1 Nadia Comaneci; 2 Baby; 3 The Last King of Scotland; 4 The Suez Canal; 5 The Lord of the Rings; 6 Norway; 
7 A Very light; 8 A dress fabric; 9 Vivaldi; 10 Liverpool.

ache; acme; acne; agape; ahem; 
amen; apace; apeman; apnea; 
cage; came; canapé; cane; cape; 
CHAMPAGNE; change; chape; cheap; 
each; encamp; game; ganache; gape; 
gean; haem; heap; hemp; mace; 
mache; mage; manage; mane; mange; 
mean; mega; name; nape; neap; pace; 
paean; page; panache; pane; peach; 
pean; pecan; phage.

EQUALISER:
Clockwise from top 
left – multiply; 
divide; subtract; 
add. Total: 5.

298654173
453781926
761239845
584926731
637518492
912347658
129875364
875463219
346192587

786924135
925317468
431568279
598176342
247893651
163452987
852631794
614789523
379245816

WORD PYRAMID:
A hard taskmaster.

MAGIC SQUARE: 
bail; acre; iris; lest.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: 

QUICK CROSSWORD: 
Across – 1 Downcast; 5 Girl; 9 Placebo; 10 Enter; 11 Urn; 12 
Recess; 15 Gorse; 17 Lest; 19 Remove; 22 Thomas; 24 Idea; 26 
Sonar; 27 Grange; 30 Tor; 32 Adieu; 33 Emanate; 34 Sink; 35 
Assented.
Down – 1 Dupe; 2 Whale; 3 Crêpe; 4 Spouse; 6 Interim; 7 Largesse; 
8 Length; 13 Coo; 14 Sled; 16 Trespass; 18 Star; 20 Mention; 21 
Virtue; 23 Own; 25 Egress; 28 Amaze; 29 Graft; 31 Weed.

Across – 1 Ardent; 4 Basset; 9 Preston; 10 Giant; 11 
Commodore; 12 Duo; 13 Cock-sparrow; 18 Pen; 19 Cartwheel; 
21 Gable; 22 Tripoli; 23 Tassel; 24 Revere.
Down – 1 Alpaca; 2 Dream; 3 Network; 5 Angle; 6 So-and-so; 7 
Tattoo; 8 Incorporate; 14 Omnibus; 15 Rawhide; 16 Spigot; 17 
Alpine; 19 Crete; 20 Evoke.

(1) 

(2)

Across – Right; Groom; Depot.
Down – Rigid; Group; Tempt.
Across – Allow; Layer; Solid.
Down – Atlas; Loyal; World.

EASY SUDOKUHARD SUDOKU

CROSS CODE

FIVE ALIVE: 

NONAGRAM: 

SOLUTIONS
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for your 
insurance needs

Around the markets
United Auctions, Dalmal-
ly, Friday August 28: sold 
2594 sheep of all classes. 
Lambs (2227) averaged 
£57.53 (+£13.45) per head 
and 201.75p/kg (+0.53p/kg).  
A good selection of quality 
bred lambs were presented 
to a strong force of buyers 
and many more could 
have been sold to seller’s 
advantage. 

Leading Prices per Head
Lambs – Su� X - £68.50, 

Green� eld. TexX - £89.00, 
£76.50, Stone� eld Farms; 
£76.50, Ardachuple; 
£75.50, 15 Keil Croft; 
£75.50, Blarghour; £75.00, 
Clachan Farms (Kilninver); 
£75.00, Bonawe HF; £73.50, 
Green� eld; £73.00, 15 Keil 
Croft; £70.50, Blarghour; 
£70.00, 15 Keil Croft; £70.00, 
Boorach Beag; £70.00, 
Home Farm. BeltX - £74.00, 

Ichrachan. Chev - £79.50, 
£66.50, 2 Keil Croft; £66.00, 
Ichrachan; £65.50, Tigh-Ai-
righ; £65.00, 2 Keil Croft. 
Cross - £70.50, Ardachuple; 
£66.00, Ederline; £64.50, 
Bragleenbeg; £64.00, Lep-
hinkill. Mule - £65.50, Home 
Farm; £64.00, Ederline 
Estate; £64.00, Ardachuple. 
BF - £74.50, Innischeroch; 
£70.00, Green� eld; £60.50, 
2 Bonawe Croft; £60.00, 
Lephinkill; £59.00, Ardchon-
nel; £58.50, Innischeroch; 
£58.00, Tayvallich Estates.

Ewes – TexX - £90.00, 2 
Bonawe Croft; £64.00, Craig 
Farm. Chev - £62.00, Craig 
Farm; £60.00, Kilchoan 
Management. Cross - 
£51.00, Rhynachulaig. Mule 
- £60.00, £52.50, Bonawe 
HF. BF - £50.00, Castles 
Estate; £45.00, Blarghour; 
£40.50, Ardchonnel.

Leading Prices per Kilo
Lambs – Su� X – 216p, 

2 Bonawe Croft. BeltX 
– 233p, 225p, Ichrachan. 
TexX – 239p, Brenchoille; 
236p, Boorach Beag; 235p, 
Ichrachan; 234p, Blarma-
foldach; 233p, 231p, 15 
Keil Croft; 224p, Blarghour; 
222p, Brackley; 222p, 
Bonawe HF. Chev – 248p, 
237p, Kilchoan Manage-
ment; 235p, Ardchonnel; 
233p, Castles Estate; 231p, 
Tigh-Airigh; 225p, Maam 
Farm; 224p, Kilchoan 
Management; 222p, Castles 
Estate. Cross – 243p, Eder-
line Estate; 230p, Drimnin 
Estate; 222p, Bragleenbeg; 
220p, Ederline Estate. 
Mule – 212p, Ardachuple. 
BF – 202p, 2 Bonawe Croft; 
188p, Innishcheroch; 186p, 
Tayvallich Estate; 184p, 
Balantyre Farm.

United Auctions, 
Lochboisdale, Saturday 
August 29: sold 2596 
sheep of all classes. Lambs 
(2484) averaged £65.13 (+ 
£16.45).  A much increased 
entry on the year sold to a 
record number of mainland 
buyers.  The quality of 
lambs o� ered for sale was 
undoubtedly the best ever 
presented at this centre.  
Leading prices
Lambs – Su� X  - £93.00, 
5 Howmore; £91.50, 
£87.00, 6 Rughasinish; 
£84.50, Truimsgarry, 
North Uist; £81.00, 6 
Dunganichy, Benbecula; 
£79.00, 6 Frobost; £77.50, 7 
Middlequarter, North Uist; 
£77.00, 6 Middlequarter, 
North Uist; £76.50, 269 
Daliburgh; £76.00, 18 Illery, 
North Uist. TexX - £100, 
£87.00, 99 Carnan; £87.00, 

9 Baile, Eriskay; £86.50, 
379A Garrynamonie; 
£83.50, 18 West Gerinish; 
£82.50, 340 North Boisdale; 
£81.00, 31 Aird, Benbecula; 
£80.00, 383 Garrynamonie; 
£80.00, 1 Malaclate, North 
Uist; £79.50, 31 Aird, 
Benbecula; £79.00, 383 
Garrynamonie; £78.50, 5 
Howmore; £78.00, 379A 
Garrynamonie; £76.00, 
Sollas, North Uist; £76.00, 
9 Baile, Eriskay. LleyX - 
£64.00, 269 Daliburgh. 
ChaX - £81.00, 325 North 
Boisdale; £77.50, 6 Rhuban, 
Eriskay; £64.50, 5 Creagorry, 
Benbecula. Chev - £90.00, 
5 Dunganichy, Benbecula; 
£86.00, 350 North Boisdale; 
£80.00, 6 West Gerinish; 
£77.50, Trumsgarry, North 
Uist; £76.00, 5 Howmore; 
£75.00 392 Garrynamonie. 
Cross - £78.00, 6B Gear-

adubh, North Uist: £71.00, 
356 South Boisdale; £70.50, 
Ormiclate; £70.00, 325 
North Boisdale; £68.50, 7 
Minish, North Uist; £68.00, 
13 Ardvenish, Barra; £68.00, 
472B South Lochboisdale; 
£66.50, 2 Kyles Flodda, 
Benbecula; £66.00, 5 Dun-
ganichy, Benbecula. Mule 
- £66.50, 32 Linique; £65.50, 
Failte, Bernaray; £65.00, 324 
Kilphedar. BF - £75.00, 22 
Hacklet, Benbecula; £59.00, 
5 Creagorry, Benbecula; 
£59.00, £56.50, 17 Torlum, 
Benbecula.
Ewes – Su� X - £85.00, 
£76.00, 409B Smerclate. 
TexX - £80.00, Ormiclate; 
£80.00, Garrynamonie. 
Chev - £70.00, 302 Kilphe-
dar. Cross - £64.50, 426 
North Lochboisdale. Mule 
- £44.50, 269 Daliburgh. 
BF - £65.00, 6 Ormiclate.   

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080
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West Coast MOTORING

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of  4x4’s, motor homes 
and caravanettes.

Any age or condition.  
We also buy water damaged

or in need of repair. 
Also all types of touring

caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 
T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Contact 07733 078202

DACIA DUSTER LAUREATE PRIME DCI 
Diesel , 4WD, First registered 
Nov 2015, 2 careful owners, 
Full service record, Tow bar, 
In date MOT, 21,700 miles on 

the clock

£7500



SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702



Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

Initial rental £1495.45. 48 months at £299 per month based on 8000 miles per annum. Peugeot Contract Hire. All fi gures quoted exclusive of VAT. You will not own the 
vehicle. Over 18s only. Terms & Conditions apply.

2017 (17) Peugeot 
3008 Allure BlueHDI

Copper, 23500 miles, 
rear camera, satellite 
navigation, blind 
spot sensors, digital 
display, privacy glass.

£16999

2019 (69) Peugeot 108 
1.0 Collection

Red, 7500 miles, 
ex demonstrator, 
reversing camera, 
alloys, Car Play, 
privacy glass, keyless 
entry.

£9999

2019 (19) Peugeot 2008 
Allure PureTech 130

Grey, 16500 miles, grip 
control, leather trim, 
alloys, Car Play, 
parking sensors, 
Bluetooth.
£14499

Used cars
2019 (19) Peugeot 208 Tech Edition PureTech. Orange, 7400 miles, sat 
nav, rear camera, alloys, Car Play.  £12499
2018 (68) Peugeot 308 Allure PureTech 130. Red, 18000 miles, glass 
roof, sat nav, Car Play, alloys, parking aid.  £11999
2016 (16) Peugeot 308 GT Line 2.0 BHDI 150. Grey, 23000 miles, GT 
styling, sat nav, rear camera, Bluetooth, USB.  £9999
2016 (16) Peugeot 308 Active 1.6 BHDI 120. Silver, 43000 miles, sat 
nav, alloys, parking aid, £0 road tax, USB.  £7999
2014 (64) Peugeot 3008 Allure 1.6 HDI 115. Grey, 46000 miles, sat nav, 
glass roof, rear camera, leather trim, alloys.  £7799
2015 (64) Peugeot 208 Active 1.2 PureTech Automatic. Blue, 27000 
miles, parking aid, alloys, Bluetooth, USB.  £6999
Commercials
2019 (19) Peugeot Partner Professional BlueHDI 100. White, 
9500 miles, ply lining, dual passenger seat, Bluetooth,
side loading door.  £12999+VAT
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Planning a road trip this 
summer? Here are 12 tips on 
how to keep you and your 
vehicle safe on the go
We all know about the risks of driving in the 
winter, but did you know a hot summer can be 
just as hazardous for drivers?

� is year could be an even bigger challenge 
than usual as many of us are planning to stay 
in the UK for our summer breaks, which means 
the roads will be extra busy. � e good news is 
that things can be easier, and safer for you and 
your family if you plan ahead.

Here, LeasePlan UK has pulled together its 12 
tips to ensure your car is as safe and ready for 
any journey.

1. If your car hasn’t been used very much 
during lockdown, give it a full check 
yourself – or get an expert to do it – before 
you go out on the roads. � ere are reports 
that breakdowns have risen signi� cantly 
in recent weeks and a bit of preparation 
can help you stay safe.

2. Similarly, if you haven’t driven very 
much for a few months, start slowly 
when you get behind the wheel. While 
you won’t have forgotten how to drive, 
you may have to think more about what 

Keep your road trip running smoothly with these handy tips
PRESS RELEASE



� e Oban Times
Thursday 3 September 2020 MOTORS 35

you’re doing, and this could mean you are 
less aware of hazards and other vehicles.

3. As the day heats up, so does the road and 
the air in your tyres. Put a reminder on 
your phone to check them every other 
week, so you can make sure they aren’t 
over-pressurised. Heat can also take a 
heavy toll on car batteries, so if you haven’t 
changed yours in the last � ve years, make 
sure to test it and replace if necessary.

4. Check the � uid level to avoid your car 
overheating and potentially damaging 
your engine. If it doesn’t reach the full line 
on the coolant reservoir, add a 50/50 mix of 
water and coolant until it does. It’s a good 
idea to keep an eye on your oil level as well.

5. Whether it’s dust or dead insects, your 
windscreen can get very dirty on a long 
summer drive. Keeping your screen wash 
topped up isn’t just a legal requirement, it 
can help keep you safe by ensuring good 
visibility. Similarly, if you haven’t changed 
your wipers for a while, it can make sense 
to put new ones on your car.

6. Keep an emergency kit in your car in case 
you have a breakdown. � is should include 
a water bottle, warning triangle and jump 
leads, as well as a re� ective emergency 
blanket that can be used for shade.

7. Read your vehicle service schedule and 
stick to it. In extreme heat, belts and hoses 
that provide air-conditioning can crack 
and blister. Also, pay close attention to 
engine warning lights.

8. Never leave young, elderly or vulnerable 
people alone in a car. Even with the win-
dow le�  open, the temperature inside the 
car can end up being double the outside 
temperature. � is also applies to your pets.

9. � e uncovered buckles on a child’s car seat 
can get hot enough to cause second degree 
burns to young children. When not in use, 
cover the seat with a blanket to stop the 
buckles heating up.

10. Service station restrooms may still be 
closed in certain areas across the UK, so 
make sure to plan ahead for toilet breaks.

11. Always carry protective gloves, a face mask 

and hand sanitiser with you as many petrol 
stations only have a limited supply and 
tend to run out frequently. Many petrol 
stations and shops across the UK will only 
allow you to enter if you are wearing a face 
mask.

12. Finally, if you’re travelling to across the 
country, be sure to check that your desti-
nation isn’t facing a local lockdown before 
you head out.

Keep your road trip running smoothly with these handy tips
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Reference Number

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of 5 terraced houses

External seating area

Land 85M NE of Avilon House
Torlundy, Fort William

113 - 115 High Street
Fort William

20/03091/FUL

20/03077/FUL

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheri�  Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be noti� ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 www.
obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post O�  ce. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
D & J Campbell Ltd of 1 Black Crofts, North Connel, 
Oban, PA37 1QX
is applying to change an existing licence as follows
To add an operating centre to keep 4 goods vehicles 
and 6 trailers at Quarry, Culcharron, A828T North of 
Benderloch PA37 1RZ
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that their 
use or enjoyment of that land would be a� ected, 
should make written representations to the Tra�  c 
Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice.  Representors must at the same time 
send a copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice.  A Guide 
to Making Representations is available from the Tra�  c 
Commissioner’s o�  ce. 

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Sandy James MacCallum trading as SJM of Bernary, 
Onich, Fort William PH33 6SE is applying to change an 
existing licence as follows To add an operating centre to 
keep  2 goods vehicles and 2 trailers at Bernary, Onich, 
Fort William, PH33 6SE. Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that land would 
be a� ected, should make written representations to the 
Tra�  c Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 
days of this notice. Representors must at the same time 
send a copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. A guide 
to Making Representations is available from the Tra�  c 
Commissioner’s O�  ce.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/01320/LIB Internal and external 

alterations to include; removal 
of kitchen window to form 
door opening (east elevation), 
form new landing and stairs to 
facilitate access to the garden 
(south elevation) and 
associated works

Ardchattan Priory, 
Ardchattan, Oban, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA37 1RQ 

20/01300/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
garage/workshop

Plot 2 West Of 
Kenmore Cottage, 
Bonawe, Argyll And 
Bute 

20/01450/PPP Renewal of planning 
permission in principle 
17/02006/PPP (Site for the 
erection of 3 dwellinghouses)

Land North East Of 
Dunmhairi, 
Kilchrenan, Argyll 
And Bute 

20/01365/PPP Site for the erection of 
5 dwellinghouses

Land North West Of 
Cinnamara, Port 
Ellen, Isle Of Islay, 
Argyll And Bute

20/01393/PPP Site for the erection of a croft 
house

Land South Of Fois, 
Port Charlotte, Isle Of 
Islay, Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.  
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website.  Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.  A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our 
ability to process postal mail is restricted. 
To find out more about living and working in Argyll 
& Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

H 
P

Date: 26.8.20 Op: SG Pub: 
Revise: 27.8.20 2:  SG Oban Times
Size: 160x72 AH: HG

PLEASE CHECK SIZE IS CORRECT

1356126 Argyll Bute plan x72        09:29  Fri, 28 Aug 2020

MAXTED REYNOLDS LEESON 
(Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the above named, late of 62 
Outwoods Road Loughborough Leicestershire 
LE11 3LY and 28 Easdale Island Oban Argyll 
PA34 4TB, who died on 23/03/2019, are 
required  to  send  written  particulars thereof 
to the undersigned on or before 04/11/2020, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to the claims and interests 
of which they have had notice.
Woolley, Beardsleys and Bosworth LLP  
29 Rectory Place Loughborough  
Leicestershire LE11 1UW 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 
AND A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING (SGM)

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION LTD will 
hold their AGM and an SGM on

FRIDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 2020 at 
12:00 NOON – SGM

FRIDAY 18TH SEPTEMEBER 2020 AT 
12:30PM – AGM

DUE TO COVID-19 THE AGM/SGM WILL BE HELD 
VIRTUALLY VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS AND WILL BE 

FOR MEMBERS ONLY THIS YEAR.  
TO REQUEST YOUR INVITE - PLEASE EMAIL 

oriana@westhighlandha.co.uk.  

01631 566 451  |  Freephone  0300 323 1170 
mail@westhighlandha.co.uk  |  www.westhighlandha.co.uk

SCOTTISH CHARITY IN SCOTLAND NO. SCO17357. REGISTERED SOCIETY UNDER THE CO-OPERATIVE AND 
COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY ACT 2014, NO.1691R(S) AND SECTION 4 OF THE HOUSING (SCOTLAND) 

ACT 1988 REGISTERED NO. HEP163. PROPERTY FACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER PF000101
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like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

RECRUITMENT

MOBILITY

INFECTION CONTROL SERVICES

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

Argyll & the Isles Infection 
Control Services

PREVENT THE 
SPREAD!

Do you have high visitor 
numbers in your business 
or premises and struggle 

to keep it sanitised?

Contact us today for more 
information on our fogging and 

sanitising service.
www.aiics.co.uk 
Tel: 01631 711842

or call Mary on 07825669725

West Coast PROPERTY

CLASSIFIEDS
METALS WANTED

Download our app for 
free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made 
it even easier 
to fi nd your 
next job in 
the perfect 

location.
We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Shop Assistant (Arran)
Arran

We are looking to hire a hard-working, 
customer-oriented Shop Assistant to ensure the smooth 
running of in-store retail operations. The Shop Assistant’s 
responsibilities include welcoming customers to our shop, 
monitoring customer activities to prevent incidents of shoplifting, 
arranging window displays accordingly, and processing customer 
refunds. You should also be able to identify customers’ needs 
and recommend suitable shop items that best satisfy their needs.

O�  ce for Let
Oban

586 sqft / 54.4 m2

Modern self-contained o�  ce suite with 
private car parking

Competitive terms and incentives 
available

Tel – 07834729303

Argyll and Bute Council require a quali� ed 
vehicle mechanic to join our team at � e 
Plantyard, Bishopton Road, Lochgilphead.
Permanent position.  37 hours. 
Salary £26,005 - £28,359
Please apply through myjobscotland.gov.uk
Advert ref:- ARB06848

Argyll and Bute Council require a quali� ed vehicle 
mechanic to join our team at Jackson Quarry workshop, 
Millpark Road, Oban.
Permanent position.  37 hours. Salary £26,005 - £28,359
Please apply through myjobscotland.gov.uk
Advert ref:- ARB06852

Argyll and Bute Council require a quali� ed chargehand 
vehicle mechanic to join our team at Roading garage, 
Campbeltown.
Permanent position.  37 hours. Salary £28,320 - £30,944
Please apply through myjobscotland.gov.uk
Advert ref:- ARB06899

PLOT 
WANTED

Plot wanted 1/2 acre 
and up for a new 

home around 
Oban area. 
Anything 

considered. 
Contact 

obanplots@yahoo.com

Finance O�  cer
Salary: 

£21,000 p/a pro rata.  
Closing date: 9am, 

17/9/20. 
For more information and 

to apply, visit 
http://www.kilmartin.org/

home/get-involved/
vacancies/.

B & B Oban
 A beautifully located house with 7 rooms, 

near McCaig's Tower.
We are looking for a 

friendly and experienced housekeeper 
to manage the house with all the related tasks 

such as supply of a versatile breakfast, cleaning of 
the rooms, purchases of food etc. 

� is is a long-term job o� er as full-time or 
part-time with good pay.

Email to: falko.steinberg@web.de

Part Time Bookkeeper 
required for our Offi ce at Torlundy, initially 

1 morning a week But 2-3 mornings at 
certain times of the year.

Experience to Trial Balance would be 
preferable, knowledge of PAYE an advantage.

Apply in the fi rst instance with CV to 
Lochaber Fisheries Trust Ltd, 

c/o Mrs B Collins, Cuildarroch, by Lochailort, 
PH38 4NA.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 

 FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

DEATHS 
CREBA - Carol Ann (Rundell) 
passed away peacefully on 
August 26, 2020 at Treliske 
Hospital, Truro. Beloved wife 
of Stanley, mother of Paul, 
Elizabeth and the late Andrew, 
devoted granny and great-
granny, sister and sister-in-law 
and aunt, who will be sadly 
missed by all.
FAIRBAIRNS - Richard 
Fairbairns of Mull died 
peacefully at home on August 
19, 2020, surrounded by 
family. A long life lived with 
gusto. RIP Big Man. You will 
be deeply missed.
KNOX - Peacefully at Moss 
Park Nursing Home on 
August 28, 2020, George Knox 
of Rosedene Cottage, Argyll 
Terrace. Beloved husband to 
Phyllis, loving dad to Alan, 
grandpa, great-grandpa and 
a dear friend to many, will be 
sadly missed by all.
LINDSAY - Edith (Edie) - 
(née Maclaren). Peacefully 
on August 26, 2020 at Royal 
Alexandra Hospital, Paisley. 

Mum to Fiona and Kenny and 
Granny to Angus. Will be 
sadly missed by friends and 
family.
MACINNES - Very suddenly 
at home, aged 58 years, 
Malcolm, (Malky), devoted 
partner of the late Hazel, son 
of the late Kenneth and Mary 
MacInnes, loving brother to 
Catherine and brother-in-law 
to Callum. A very proud 
uncle, great-uncle and a good 
friend to many. Cortège will 
leave Kilbrandon Parish 
Church (date to be con� rmed), 
with a private interment at 
Kilbrandon Cemetery, in 
accordance with current 
Covid-19 restrictions. 
MACVEAN - Peacefully 
at the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead on August 
31, 2020, Alasdair John 
MacVean, aged 87 years of 
Dalvore, Kilmichael Glassary, 
by Lochgilphead (Formerly 
of the Stag Garage). Dearly 
loved husband of the late 
Elizabeth (Betty) MacDonald. 
Loving father of John, Angus, 
Peter, Elizabeth and Eric. 

Cherished brother of Mary 
MacKellar. A dear brother in 
law, uncle and cousin to all 
the family. A good neighbour 
and very dear friend to many. 
A private funeral service 
will be held at Achnabreac 
Cemetery, Lochgilphead on 
Tuesday, September 8, 2020 
at 12 noon.  Donations can be 
made in Memory of Alasdair 
to Alzheimer’s Scotland and 
Cancer Research.
MOORE - Suddenly at Moss 
Park Care Home on August 
27, 2020 Eric, aged 75 years, 
beloved husband of the late 
Lorna Moore, much loved 
dad, father-in-Law, grandad 
and great-grandad. Due to 
current restrictions a private 
cremation will take place at 
Cardross Crematorium. Eric 
will be sorely missed by all.
RITCHIE - Peacefully at home 
a� er a short illness in Gibbons, 
Alberta, Canada on August 26, 
2020 William (Midge) aged 
60, beloved husband of Mary, 
loving father of William, 
Scott, Andrew and Robbie, a 
much loved Grandpa, eldest 

son of Anne and William and 
dearest brother of Mary, (the 
late Adaliene), Elaine, Jennifer, 
Edwina, Archie and Stewart. 
Sadly missed by all.
SHIELDS - Peacefully at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban on 
August 30, 2020, in his 78th 
year, Robert, beloved husband 
of Christine, a dearly loved 
uncle, friend and neighbour. A 
private funeral will take place 
in accordance with current 
government guidelines. 
For anyone wishing to pay 
their respects, while social 
distancing, the cortege 
will leave from Longsdale 
Crescent, Oban at 12.30 pm 
on Wednesday, September 
9.  It will proceed down 
Longsdale Road, Breadalbane 
Street, along George Street, 
down Sta� ord Street and 
along the Esplanade, before 
passing the Corran Halls 
and out to Pennyfuir. Robert 
requested that donations be 
made in his memory to Oban 
Hospice in lieu of � owers, 
should you wish to do so.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
HUNTER - � e family of 
Bill Hunter have been greatly 
upheld and comforted by the 
love, care and compassion 
shown by family, friends and 
neighbours during Bill’s long 
incapacity and the many 
expressions of sympathy by 
cards, � owers, phone calls 
and visits since his passing. 
Our heartfelt thanks to you 
all. Grateful thanks to the 
doctors and nurses at Craig 
Nevis Surgery, the district 
nurses and the cardiac nurse 
who all faithfully cared for 
Bill enabling him to remain 
at home. Sincere thanks to 
the carers from Care at Home 
and Crossroads who lovingly 
and respectfully attended to 
all Bill’s needs during his last 
three weeks. � anks to the 
� orists MacDonald Bros for 
the beautiful � oral tributes 
arranged with such care and 
expertise. Grateful thanks 
to Donald MacAulay for his 
expert piping and to James 
Porter for his very moving 
farewell tribute from the Royal 
British Legion Scotland. A 
very special thank you to Rev 
Richard Baxter and Canon 
Gerald Kaye for words of 
comfort and Christian hope at 
the graveside. Sincere thanks to 
MacLellan Funeral Directors 
for support, compassion and 
professionalism in all aspects 
of funeral arrangements. 
Finally thank you to all who 
paid their respects along the 
village of Spean Bridge and 
at the graveside in Acharacle. 
Donations, if desired to Craig 
Nevis Surgery or Children 1st.

JORDAN - � e family of 
the late Dolina Jordan wish 
to thank most sincerely 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for support and 
kind expressions of sympathy 
following their recent sad 
bereavement. � anks also 
to Donald MacKinnon for 
a very comforting service 
at the graveside during very 
di�  cult times due to the many 
restrictions currently in place, 
to Catriona of Hamish Hoey 
and Son for e�  cient funeral 
arrangements, doctors, nurses 
and last but not least all carers 
who looked a� er Dolly day and 
night for many years, and to all 
who paid their last respects.                                 

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - Cherished 
memories of Colin, who died 
September 5, 2015.
From Lorna and family.
‘Music never dies’.
CLARK - In loving memory of 
a dear friend Mary, who passed 
away on August 29, 2018.
Sadly missed along life's way
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Inserted by Margaret 
MacKinnon, Torloisk.
CROARKIN - Remembering 
my dear friend Isa, died 
September 1, 2018.
Sadly missed.
- Kate Mary.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Lena, passed away 
on September 1, 2001. A loving 
wife, mother, granny and 
great-granny.
Always in our thoughts.
- From her family, loved and 
remembered every day.
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

Call Linnie Quail on 07774 705783  
or visit www.johnfraserandson.com

Our family have offered personal, professional 
funeral services to the Highland community for 
over 135 years. Our large stock of memorials  
in different granites means that turnaround  
time is minimised. 

Prices start at £750 and include unlimited 
lettering, design, flower vase, installation at  
any cemetery in mainland Highlands, VAT  
and the cemetery fee. Bespoke options  
and restoration are also available.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
MACGILLIVRAY - Linda. 
Sadly taken from us on 
September 1, 2019.
So deeply missed every day
� ough cherished memories
Are here to stay.
- Dochie, Laura, Isla, Bella and 
all the family.
MACGILLIVRAY - Linda.
� e love we shared I cannot 
hide,
Your trust and strength right 
by my side,
You shared with me your 
gracious soul,
Ful� lling me to make me 
whole,
My precious love I miss you so,
� ough my heart still feels 
your loving glow.
- Dochie.
MACINNES - Treasured 
memories of my loving 
husband, our Da, grandad and 
great-grandad, John Joseph 
(Joe) MacInnes, who passed 
away on September 3, 2019.
We think about you all the 
time
We talk about you too
We have so many memories
But we wish we still had you.
Love Katie and family, Fort 
William and Durham xxx
MACLEOD - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Morag MacLeod, (née 
MacLachlan), who died 
August 31, 1983, and Ian 
MacLachlan, her brother, 
who passed February 2, 2005, 
both formerly of Glenfeochan, 
Kilmore, Oban. Forever fondly 
remembered.
-Gordon, Joseph, Sheena and 
family.

During lockdown of Covid 
restrictions, people have been 
furloughed, at a loose end, 
not knowing how to � ll their 
time, while others have been 
busy, reinventing the way they 
work.  Many are between these 
two extremes. It’s not easy, at 
the best of times, to balance 
work and life.

Am I content with my way 
of life?  What do I spend time 
and energy doing - is there 
pressure to focus on one area 
of my life when I’d rather put 
that focus elsewhere?

We have a Covid-given 
opportunity to wonder about 
achieving a more ful� lled and 
happier life.

One way to help achieve this 
is to regularly step back and 
take a good look at what we do 

with our time.  Stepping back, 
an hour, a day or longer, gives 
time to relax, reassess prior-
ities, recreate and rebalance 
life, leaving behind busyness 
or emptiness to remember why 
we do what we do.

Work should underpin a 

ful� lling and happy life, for 
ourselves, our loved ones, 
without taking away those 
opportunities for others.    We 
realise there is more to life 
than the hamster-wheel of 
continuity.

People of faith regularly take 
a day of reorder and recreate 
the balance of their lives, to 
� nd hope through God.  Jesus 
said: ‘Come to me all of you 
who are weary and burdened 
and I will give you rest.’ (Matt 
11:22).

During your Sabbath, may 
you reconnect with yourself, 
your family, others and, of 
course, God.

God bless!
Reverend Fiona Ogg, 
Church of Scotland, 

Acharacle.

Tobermory RNLI mourn 
loss of chairman Richard
Born in 1943, Richard ‘Popz’ 
Fairbairns passed away on 
Wednesday August 19, 2020, 
a� er a series of long illnesses.

Appointed chairman in 2014, 
Popz was a huge part of the life-
boat station. As a true man of 
the sea and with one of his sons, 
James, being second coxswain, 
Popz was a natural choice to 
be the station’s chairman. Popz 
cared passionately about the 
welfare of the volunteers as 
well as taking a keen interest 
not only in the activities of the 
lifeboat and its crew, but also 
those of the fundraisers and 
shop volunteers.

Popz was born in Yorkshire 
where his father was a leading 
stud farmer. � e family then 
moved to Norfolk where they 
ran an arable farm. Popz 
took over the farm and as 
well as supplying onions to 
Marks and Spencer, � owers to 
Covent Garden and spinach 
to the Queen when she was at 
Sandringham, he created the 
� rst irrigation scheme in the 
county. � e success of this dur-
ing a drought led him to buy a 
yacht which started a lifelong 
connection to the sea.

In 1978, Popz moved to Mull 
with his wife Judy, who has gone 
on to become an accomplished 
writer. � e couple took over the 
Quinish estate near Dervaig. 
� is required Popz to teach 
himself about hill farming, 
as it is very di� erent to arable 
farming. Other adventures fol-
lowed. Together with Judy, he 

ran a four red rosette bed and 
breakfast. Popz also set up a re-
cording studio on Mull, having 
been trained by former Beatles’ 
manager, George Martin. � e 
studio attracted artists from all 
over the world and was where 
Capercaillie recorded their 
most popular album, Delirium.

However, it is perhaps Popz’s 
connection to cetaceans for 
which he will be best remem-
bered. He established the � rst 
whale watching business and 
marine research centre in the 
UK, Sea Life Surveys, and was 
also instrumental in setting 
up the Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust.

Deputy chairman, Ian Stevens 
said: ‘We were delighted that 
Popz agreed to be our station 
chairman. He was a delight to 
work with and was an asset to 
the station.’

Station Coxswain, David 
McHa�  e said: ‘At the lifeboat 
station, we always talk about 
the RNLI as a second family. 
� at couldn’t be more true 
with Popz. Not only was he a 
great, knowledgeable and kind 
friend, but he was the father 
� gure in our second family.’

Popz leaves behind wife Judy, 
� ve grown-up children, 10 
grandchildren and thousands 
of memories which will live on 
in many, many hearts.

His funeral will take place at 
Dervaig graveyard on Friday 
September 4 at 11am.
 For full tribute, visit www.
obantimes.co.uk
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All hands on deck has tided 
Oban Sailing Club over during 
the Covid pandemic.

Members and volunteers at 
the club’s Dungallan Park base 
have stayed busy and safe - on 
and o�  land

As soon as coronavirus 
restrictions started to ease, the 
club was able to start encour-
aging people of all ages to come 
back and have fun on the water 
again, taking advise from RYA 
(Royal Yachting Association) 
Scotland and sticking to gov-
ernment guidelines.

‘It’s always been important 
for us as a club to get this right 
so we have been  taking it quite 
gently and so� ly, being cau-
tious rather than bullish with 
the guidelines because the 
Oban community has worked 
so hard to keep people safe,’ 
said Club Commodore Finlo 
Cottier.

When lockdown hit,  the club 
had just re� tted its new kitch-
en and although it had to shut 
its clubhouse doors, members - 
many who had boats stranded 
in various yards, were still kept 
engaged with emails and some 
even took part in an online 
regatta.

But as tight restrictions even-
tually began to lighten, din-
ghies were safest � rst out on 
the water, three days were le�  
between sessions to keep the 
boats virus-free and anyone 
needing to borrow wetsuits or 

other equipment from the club 
were asked to take them home 
with them.

Mr Cottier said: ‘We’d 
� gured out our dinghies 
could operate safely. We are 
so thankful for the hugely 
supportive volunteers in 
family groups who came out in 
the safety boats to make that 
possible.

‘� e fact we couldn’t do 
much sailing during Covid 
has allowed us as a club to get 
on with other jobs, too, so in 
a way lockdown has had quite 

a silver lining in that respect 
and it has also given people 
the opportunity to sail just for 
pleasure instead of racing each 
other for trophies!’

Mindful of the wider com-
munity’s plight, the club gave a 
donation to Hope Kitchen.

‘While we could not sail we 
could still at least do some-
thing for the community,’ said 
Mr Cottier. � e sailing club 
also o� ered its own members 
a refund scheme if they were 
struggling against hard times. 
One member pledged to cover 

the shortfall to the club if it 
was needed.

Members and volunteers 
have used time out of the water 
to help clear up the dingy park 
that is council-owned.

‘Oban Sailing Club doesn’t 
own it but we’ve taken it on 
ourselves to try and keep it 
tidy. Anyone has been able to 
leave their equipment there 
but some of it has been le�  
for more than 10 years. Some 
owners of the abandoned bits 
have le�  the area so we’ve been 
si� ing through it, trying to 

identify what’s still in use and 
can still be used, and what is 
whose. We don’t want it to 
look an eyesore. We’re in talks 
now with the council   about 
how the park could be better 
organised and managed,’ said 
Mr Cottier.

� ere is also talk with Oban 
Community Sports Hub about 
taking on one of the boats 
from the now closed down 
Kilbowie Outdoor Centre for 
the community to use.

And partnership work is 
ongoing with the likes of Oban 
Bay Community Berthing, 
which runs the visitor moor-
ings at the pontoons in town, 
the Wind and Wave Club at 
the University of the Highland 
and Islands, and Oban High 
School, which has dinghies at 
the sailing club.

‘We are always open to new 
members,’ said Mr Cottier. 
� e club also has a tempo-
rary membership option for 
visitors.

� e bigger keel boats are also 
permitted out on the water now 
and recently there have been 
Round Kerrera and Round 
Shuna informal events rather 
than races for silverware with 
another of them, Round the 
Creags o�  Lismore, set for this 
Sunday, September 6.

Oban club has ‘shore’ way of 
getting back on to the water

As well as sailing for 
pleasure, club members 
have been getting on with 
other jobs too, such as 
clearing up the dingy park.

Dalmally’s Graeme 
holds onto club 
championship

Craignure hold Par 
3 competition

Dalmally Golf Club 
captain Graeme MacKechnie 
has retained the Club 
Championship for the third 
consecutive year with a 
stunning round of nett 56, six 
under par.

� is gave Graeme a total 
score of 186 for the three 
round competition.

With the course playing 
well but still a bit damp 
a� er heavy rain during the 
week, the club’s gents closely 
contested the � nal round of 
the Championship. Runner 
up was David McGregor (196) 
and in third place, James 
MacMillan (200).

� e course was busy the 
following day as the Dalmally 
Ladies also held a round in 
their nine-hole stableford 
series. First was Alison 
Livingstone (19 pts), second 
Maud Marshall (16 pts) and 
third Rena Ritchie (15 pts).

On Sunday, August 30, golfers 
played their annual Par 3 
competition at Craignure Golf 
Club. � e existing par 3 holes 
are utilised as they stand, but 
all other holes are shortened 
using temporary tees.

Results: Adrian Fitness, � rst 
on 45 points; Donald Morrison, 
second on 39; Colin Newton, 
third on 39. Second and third 
decided on count back. Many 
thanks to Steve Wilson for 
setting up the course and 
presenting the trophy.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Young Fort 
designer 
receives 
arts boost

Sad farewell 
for shinty 
stalwart 
John Sloggie

Tears over allotment damage
An intrepid group of tri-athletes plunged into the waters of the Great Glen over the weekend in aid of Tri4Life, which raises money for charitable work. The swimmers are pictured at start of 
the event on Friday at Caol foreshore, after which they swam with the tide to Corran Narrows, then along Loch Linnhe on Saturday. Full story, turn to page eight. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

A community group has been 
forced to close its garden 
allotments o�  Kennedy Road 
in Fort William a� er they 
were  targeted at the weekend 
by vandals who smashed up 
sheds, broke fences, set � re to 
items and trashed a children’s 
play house.

In a statement on its Facebook 
page this week,  Sunny 

Lochaber United Gardeners  
(SLUG) explained what had 
happened on Saturday night: 
‘It is with regret we have had 
to temporarily close access to 
the allotment site. Until further 
notice SLUG allotments are 
closed to the public. � is is as a 
result of a serious act of vandal-
ism that took place last night.

‘Police have been informed. 
Sheds were smashed, doors 
ripped o� , fences smashed and 
broken. Even a children’s play 

house was broken to pieces. 
Items were also burned.

‘It was not petty damage, but 
serious vandalism, which also 
means there are broken items 
strewn across the site which 
still need clearing.

‘We will post again once we 
are in a position to re-open. In 
the meantime, if anyone has 
any information or knows an-
ything about what happened, 
please message us here or 
contact Fort William police.’

Highlands and Islands Police 
told the Lochaber Times: 
‘Enquiries are ongoing and 
anyone with information can 
call 101, quoting incident 2207 
of August 30.’

Reacting to the news, MSP 
Kate Forbes told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘I am desperately sad-
dened to hear of the incident 
at the allotments and I cannot 
understand why anyone would 
wish to cause such damage to 
a community project like this. 

Not everyone in Fort William 
has a garden and I know many 
take great pride in developing 
their small plots and seeing 
what can grow there. It’s a 
real shame that some of this 
– months of hard work – has 
been brought to ruin. I un-
derstand Police Scotland are 
conducting enquiries and I 
would encourage anyone with 
information about this mind-
less vandalism to get in touch 
with local o�  cers.’

Furious councillor Andrew 
Baxter (Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan) told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘� is is sel� sh 
and destructive behaviour that 
has ruined the hard work of so 
many volunteers.

‘I am angered this should 
happen in Fort William where 
we work together for the bene� t 
of the whole community.’
 For photographs of the exten-
sive damage caused, visit www.
lochabertimes.co.uk

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Fort William co� ee shop 
barista, Taylor Black is one of 
a number of talented young 
creatives who have received a 
much needed boost from the 
Highland arts community in a 
bid to support them with their 
creative community projects 
at a time when the arts world 
is currently under threat.

Highland Youth Arts Hub 
(HYAH), a consortium of 
arts organisations led by Fèis 
Rois, was acutely aware of the 
potential talent drain within 
the rich arts community in 
the Highlands because of the 
Covid pandemic and came 
together to launch ‘Creative in 
Your Community’ last month; 
a fund to support and inspire 
young artists with their crea-
tive ambitions.

Each recipient receives 
£1,000 as well as 12 hours’ 
worth of mentoring from 
some of Scotland’s top arts 
professionals, including 
renowned Gaelic singer Julie 
Fowlis, � lmmaker � omas 
Hogben, performance maker 
Robbie Synge, award-winning 
visual artist Joanne B Kaar, 
theatre maker Jenna Watt, 
and Highland writer Anne 

MacLeod. With projects rang-
ing from a theatre piece about 
lockdown in the Highlands to 
a documentary about climate 
change and a music video 
showcasing Gaelic and Scots 
culture, the successful artists 
cover a wide spectrum of 
issues a� ecting young people 
throughout the Highlands at 
the moment.

Taylor’s passion lies in all 

things fashion, art and design. 
During high school, Taylor, 
19, put his all into his art 
class, knowing from a young 
age that this is the � eld he 
belonged in.

He describes his decision 
to leave high school at the 
age of 15 to enrol in an NC 
fashion design course at West 
Highland College UHI as the 
best decision he could have 

made: ‘� is funding will help 
me raise awareness for mental 
health illness in small towns, 
which is so important to me. 
� e funds will also help me 
get my name out there from a 
brand point of view, as com-
ing up with my own project 
from start to � nish about 
something I am so passionate 
about really helps me put 
my stamp out there to help 
showcase the abilities I have 
been developing these past 
few years,’ he said.

‘I am overcome with excite-
ment to be selected for this 
project! It almost feels like my 
� rst debut as artist designer 
in the fact that this is such a 
huge opportunity to focus and 
show what I can do. I love the 
whole process of developing 
a project from start to � nish, 
and to have creative visions 
come to life with people that 
believe in what I am doing, 
along with guidance from a 
mentor, I am so thankful for.’

Taylor is one of 17 recipients, 
who come from across the 
Highland Council region, 
and include Isabel McLeish, 
22, from Kyle of Lochalsh 

and Sara Oussaiden, 16, from 
Skye.

Sara, the youngest recip-
ient of a ‘Creative In Your 
Community’ award, is hoping 
to study at art school next 
year.

Although primarily Fine 
Art focused, Sara loves 
experimenting with ways to 
express her creativity through 
a variety of mediums such 
as sculpture, photography, 
theatre, and literature.

Sara, who will be mentored 
by visual artist Joanne B Kaar, 
commented: ‘� e funding and 
mentoring o� ered through 
this opportunity will help 
me in the development and 
creation of my project, From 
Inside.

‘I aim to produce a mixed 
media interactive installation 
that will prompt an open 
discussion in my community 
surrounding changes, both 
positive and negative, in men-
tal health over lockdown.’

Fiona Dalgetty, Chief 
Executive, Fèis Rois, one of 
the HYAH project partners, 
added: ‘At a time when the 
arts and cultural sectors are 
really su� ering, it is a privi-
lege to be able to support these 
incredibly talented emerging 
artists.’

Young designer Taylor Black 
receives community arts boost

Taylor Black is one of the 
successful young creatives 
selected for the scheme.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Estate named 
as � nalist in 
national award
A Highland business has been 
named one of four � nalists 
in the national Helping it 
Happen Awards 2020.

Balmacara Estate, Kyle of 
Lochalsh, is a � nalist in the 
conservation award category. 

Cared for by the National 
Trust for Scotland and just 
three miles from the Isle of 
Skye, Balmacara Estate is 
an outstanding example of a 
Highland cro� ing estate. 

See the � ower rich meadows 
of Duirinish and Kirkton, 
the enchanting oaks and 
birch woodlands of the 
Celtic rainforest at Coille 
Mhòr, the crannog on the 
dragon� y laden Loch Achaidh 
na h-Inich, Murchisons 
Monument and the planned 
village of Plockton, the past 
and present of cro� ing are 
all around.  � e landscape 
supports a rich and diverse 
range of habitats and species 
including large quantities of 
migrant birds, otters, pine 
martens, red squirrels, 300 
types of moth and 18 butter� y 
and colourful dragon� ies! 

� e Ranger service at the 
estate o� ers seasonal family 
activities and bespoke guided 
walks and activities through-
out the year. � e estate also 
o� ers excellent holiday accom-
modation which has boosted 
the local economy and opened 
up new job opportunities.

� e winners will be 
announced on September 30.



Lochaber Times
Thursday 3 September 2020a NEWS  3

LT

A garden created to welcome 
weary walkers into Fort 
William as they approached 
the end of the West Highland 
Way will also now give thanks 
to the work of NHS sta�  as 
they coped with the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Appropriately situated in 
front of the Belford Hospital, 
work to create a haven of 
plants, with granite seating 
areas began several years 
ago by Norrie MacLean, 
the owner of a nearby guest 
house. Now volunteers from 
the Fort William Town Team 
have worked hard to bring the 
layout conceived by Maureen 
MacMaster to fruition.

Although now living in 
Dundee, Mr MacLean has 
regularly made the journey 
back to the garden to add the 
� nishing touches.

Flowers, shrubs and trees 
were careful selected, planted 
and tended around the main 
footpath and an empty verge 
alongside the busy Belford 
Road putting a living green 
curtain between walkers and 
vehicles.

A traditional archway was 
erected with the friendly 
words ‘Welcome to Fort 
William’, ensuring pedestri-
ans being le�  in no doubt that 
their presence was genuinely 
wanted.

On Monday the garden took 
on an additional role with the 
unveiling of a plaque to rec-
ognise the huge contribution 
made by local NHS sta�  to the 
Lochaber Community during 
the ongoing pandemic.

To mark this role an o�  cial 
opening was carried out by 
Sta�  Nurse, Jasvir Robertson 
– although not with surgical 
scissors.

A number of Fort William 
Town Team volunteers have 
worked hard recently tidying, 
painting and giving Belford 
Gardens a little tender loving 
care since lockdown has eased.

It was while working on the 
gardens, and chatting to pas-
sers by, that the idea developed 
for the team to place a little 
addition in the gardens. A� er 
taking some time to speak to 
local businesses it was decided 
they could create the dedica-
tion board for the hospital to 
say ‘thank you’ for everything 
sta�  do.

� e board will display the 
names of businesses or indi-
viduals who have donated to 
the Belford Endowment Fund 
which supports patients and 
sta� .

Any future donations can 
be addressed to the Manager, 
Belford Hospital, Fort William 
and if you contact the Town 
Team, members can arrange 
for your logo or message to 
be included on the dedication 
board.

If anyone is interested in 
donating, contact the hospital. 
Email: mark@macleanhouse.
co.uk for the board to be 
updated.

Town Team secretary Karen 
Dean said: ‘We are so pleased 
this project has been complet-
ed so quickly in these strange 
times. 

‘� e dedication ceremony 
was held on Monday with rep-
resentatives from the Belford 
hospital and the Town Team 
plus the volunteers who made 
it all happen.’

If you would like to become 
involved with the Town Team 
or receive their emails please 
contact secretary@fortwil-
liamtownteam.co.uk for more 
information.

Sta�  Nurse, Jasvir Robertson,o�  cially unveils the new dedication board.

Dedication 
board to NHS 
staff unveiled 
at Belford

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Fort William coronavirus survivor Lily 
features in new TV documentary
Fort William coronavirus 
survivor Lily Burns features 
in a new two-part series 
which airs next Monday and 
Tuesday, September 7 and 8 
on BBC ALBA.

Trusadh – Sgeulachdan 
a’ Ghlasaidh (Life in 
Lockdown) started following 
a variety of Scottish contrib-
utors from two weeks into 
lockdown to record their 
stories.

Some of these people have 
� rst-hand experience of the 
virus, some are front line 
workers and others have 
been shielding.

Lily, 21, was admitted to 
the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William in April a� er she 
tested positive for corona-
virus, and was later taken 
by ambulance to Raigmore 
Hospital in Inverness as a 
precaution.

She was put on a ventilator 
as the virus had attacked 
all of her internal organs, 
particularly her heart.

Doctors put Lily into an 
induced coma to allow her 

body to � ght the infection. 
She was eventually dis-
charged from the hospital on 
May 4, but is still recovering 
from the a� er-e� ects of the 
virus.

� e two programmes also 

feature several people from 
the Western Isles, as well as 
parent and teacher at Mallaig 
Primary School, Hana 
MacNeil.

During lockdown, Hana 
started getting messages 
from parents asking for her 
advice about how to teach 
their children at home. 
Some of the parents didn’t 
have any Gaelic and needed 
support with that.

As a result, Hana came 
up with the idea of setting 
up a group to help parents 
with homeschooling – 
called Clasrum air On Oir 
(Classroom on the Edge) on 
Facebook.

She � lmed four or � ve 
lessons a day with her seven-
year-old daughter Rachel 
and Brian, � ve, and shared 
them on the Facebook page.

The Lochaber Times 
covered Lily’s story back in 
May. She is pictured here 
having been released from 
hospital following her 
virus ordeal.

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

mathesons.co.uk

SUMMER BED SALE  
NOW ON!

Beds | Mattresses 
Headboards | Bunks

mathesons.co.uk
Tweedmill, Soroba Rd, Oban | 01631 565195
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� e colours of Hebridean 
football team Point FC can 
now be seen in action on the 
slopes of Mt Kilimanjaro a� er 
the community consultant for 
wind farm charity, Point and 
Sandwick Trust, brought them 
out to Africa.

Alasdair Nicholson was mak-
ing the trip – postponed from 
March to August due to the 
coronavirus crisis – in a per-
sonal capacity but was pleased 
to bring the strips with him, 
which had become surplus to 
requirements a� er the Lewis-
based trust had sponsored new 
ones, as a gi�  for the children 
of Mbahe primary school.

He also brought them foot-
balls and pens, donated by the 
trust, and biology textbooks for 
the neighbouring Daranjani 
secondary school.

Alasdair has been making 
regular visits to this part of 
Africa since 2015, primarily 

to develop local skills in com-
munity enterprise. His trip 

Point FC colours now proudly sported 
by pupils on slopes of Mt Kilimanjaro

Above, Alasdair with Daranjani secondary school headmis-
tress, Mary MLay; top right, Alasdair also brought biology 
textbooks for science classes in Daranjani secondary school;  
bottom right, Alasdair Nicholson  with the young players 
sporting their Point FC strips .

this year renewed his contacts 
with Ndoro Cultural Tourism 
Enterprise, which is interested 
in hearing about the progress 
of community projects in the 
Outer Hebrides such as the 
Point and Sandwick Coastal 
Community Path, and also 
with the school, which had 
asked for the science resources 
during a previous visit.

In an email from Africa, 
Alasdair described the 
response to his visit and the 
school’s situation: ‘Anita 
Moshe, the headmistress at the 
primary school, was very wel-
coming. � e classrooms were 
clustered around on raised 
ground in ridges, with very 
rough rocky paths between. 
� e only � at clear area was the 
sports � eld. Ndoro Cultural 
Tourism Enterprise took me 
there and we went to P7 who 
sang welcome songs.

‘With the class teacher, the 
junior Point strips, embla-
zoned with Gael Force Marine 
and Point FC branding, were 
handed out. � e whole class, 
teachers and headmistress 

included, went immediately 
and joyfully to the playing area 
where three footballs donated 
by Point and Sandwick Trust 
were also handed over.

‘� ose with whole strips and 
some with just shorts immedi-
ately put them on and the class 
split into two teams – those 
with the strips and others. 
� e girls, not to be outdone, 
were given one of the footballs 
and were as enthusiastic as 
the boys. Not wishing those 
without strips to feel le�  out, 
the girls were � rst in line for 
a Point and Sandwick pen and 
all were happy.

‘� e head said the school also 
needed many things – rubbers, 
pencils and rulers – and that 
if it were possible to help 
them with two laptops in the 
future that would help them 
enormously.

‘I said the football kit was 
a gi�  from the junior team 
from Point, in Scotland, and I 
had meant to deliver them in 
March but it had been impos-
sible at that time. � e donation 
was from them.

‘Biology texts were then do-
nated to Daranjani Secondary 
School, on the slopes of 
Kilimanjaro, Northern 
Tanzania, and another wel-
come from the sta�  who previ-
ously had a small consignment 
last year. � e science pupils 
gathered near the science 
huts and there was a welcome 
speech from the head girl and 
the biology master.’

And Alasdair added: ‘I 
advised the school they could 
be assured I was not coming 
with any unwelcome gi� s from 
Europe, as I had been given a 
negative Covid test the evening 
before I travelled.’

Donald John MacSween, 
general manager of Point and 
Sandwick Trust, said the trust 
was delighted to have helped 
the youngsters by giving 
them footballs and pens and 
allowing the Point FC juniors 
to donate their old strips by 
sponsoring them with new 
ones.

‘In the great scheme of 
things, the cost of these 
donations is small but they 
have clearly brought a lot of 
happiness,’ he added.

‘As our community consult-
ant, Alasdair does great work 
in supporting the projects that 
Point and Sandwick Trust 
is involved with and we are 
pleased to support him in his 
relationship with this part of 
Africa.

‘We might be miles apart, but 
our two communities clearly 
have a lot in common, from 
our interests in community 
enterprise to our love of a good 
kickabout with a ball.

‘� e smiles on the faces 
of the youngsters is a joy to 
see. As many people know, 
our main mission is to boost 
environmental, educational, 
social and cultural wellbeing 
in the islands – but it’s good 
to spread a bit of happiness, 
too, whenever and wherever 
we can.’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Boys from Mbahe primary school, proudly wearing their new the Point FC strips. Photographs 

courtesy of Alasdair Nicholson.



A Lochaber osprey has caused a stir 
in Somerset a�er stopping o� for a 
week on his way to Africa, writes 
Mark Entwistle.

Doddie JJ6 is the oldest of this 
year’s trio of chicks from the nest 
at Loch Arkaig. Named in honour 
of Scots rugby legend Doddie Weir, 
the osprey was last seen at Loch 
Arkaig on August 15. On August 23, 
an osprey was spotted at the Avalon 
Marshes on the Somerset levels. 

Word spread among the area’s bird-
watchers and photographer Andrew 
Kirby took shots the following week. 
Birdwatcher Tony Rowe reported 
sighting the osprey through the Roy 
Dennis Foundation which enlarged 
Mr Rowe’s photographs to identify 
the osprey Doddie JJ6.

George Anderson of Woodland 
Trust Scotland told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘Since 2017, this family has 
successfully �edged three chicks but 
we have never had a report of them 
away from Loch Arkaig before. It 
is really exciting Doddie has been 
seen by so many people in Somerset. 
He is at a Natural England nature 
reserve – so a very good choice of 
location. Young ospreys don’t �sh 

for themselves until they migrate 
so he is likely honing his skills on 
the lake’s roach and perch before 
moving on to West Africa.

‘He turned three months old on 
Saturday August 29 so it is amazing 
to relate the tiny �u�all we have 
all watched on camera with the 
poised, grown up bird now �shing 
in Somerset.

‘�e livestreaming nest camera’s 
many viewers are pleased to have 

heard word and seen pictures of 
Doddie. 

‘It was quite an unexpected treat 
and rounds o� what has been a bril-
liant season with three new young 
birds successfully �edged.’

Mum Aila was last seen on 
August 22, while the youngest 
chick, Captain JJ7, was last seen on  
August 23.

As of Monday this week, Vera JJ8 
and Dad Louis were still at Loch 

Arkaig but are likely to go at any 
time. �e livestreaming nest cam-
era, supported by players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery, has become a 
lockdown hit in this its fourth year 
in operation. �e audience last 
year was 60,000 but rose to nearly 
400,000 in 2020.

‘So many people are telling us it 
has kept them sane during lockdown 
or shielding. It was clearly the slice 
of nature so many people needed 
when cooped up at home,’ added Mr 
Anderson.

Previous �edged chicks are 
Lachlan from 2017 and Mallie and 
Rannoch from 2019. Mr Anderson 
continued: ‘We hope Louis and Aila 
will return again next year to raise 
another brood on camera.

‘From being clumsy novices in 
2017, they are now in their prime and 
�ne parents. Every osprey ate every 
day for the entire season, which is no 
mean feat.’

�e ospreys have gone through 
560 – and still counting – �sh since 
Louis and Aila reunited on April 6, 
comprising 446 trout, 61 �at�sh, 
31 mackerel, 11 grilse or sea trout, 
seven Arctic charr and four pike.
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Pledge on Gaelic 
‘summit’ sought
Highlands and Islands MSP Donald 
Cameron has urged the Deputy First 
Minister John Swinney to join him 
and other elected representatives at an 
urgent summit to secure the future of 
Gaelic.

Mr Cameron said: ‘It is all too easy to 
become despondent about the future of 
Gaelic but we cannot be the generation 
that allows it to die as a living commu-
nity language.

‘Since this UHI report was issued, 
I’ve had several discussions with fellow 
MSPs such as Kate Forbes, Alasdair 
Allan, and Rhoda Grant, as well as a 
number of councillors and other stake-
holders about the vital next steps. �ere 
is a wide cross-party consensus that we 
need to move forward quickly given the 
urgency of the situation.

‘�at means taking the UHI report se-
riously, and taking action, which is why 
I am urging John Swinney, as Education 
Secretary, to take part in our discussions 
at a “summit” in the next few months. I 
am pleased he gave a positive response 
to this suggestion.

‘I believe the future of the language is, 
ultimately, in the hands of the remain-
ing Gaelic-speaking communities and, 
in particular, the younger generation. 
We need to move quickly and e�ectively 
to reverse the decline of the language so 
that it both survives and thrives in the 
years to come.’

Doddie JJ6 at the Avalon Marshes in Somerset. Photograph: Andrew Kirby.

Lochaber osprey enjoys 
a stopover in Somerset 
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Whatever happened to 
Bealltainn, the otter cub who 
was rescued on the Ross of 
Mull?

Having been rescued earlier 
this year in May when she wan-
dered up to a human because 
she was starving - seeking 
help or at least a decent meal 
- she is now growing up at the 
International Otter Survival 
Fund (IOSF) sanctuary on 
Skye.

She is eating well, growing 
and becoming a little less bold 
around humans. � is is good 
news. If rescued otters become 
tame, they cannot be released 
back into the wild where they 
belong. So although she is well 
cared for, human contact is 
kept to a minimum.

Grace Yoxon, who along with 
her husband Paul, established 
IOSF in 1993 said: ‘Yesterday 
(� ursday August 27) we 

Rescued otter thriving 
in Skye sanctuary

moved Bealltainn into a bigger 
enclosure which gives her more 
chance to explore.   We were 
very pleased in that she wasn’t 
easy to catch.   It is strange 
to say that but it means she 
is more wary of us which is a 
good sign.’

One of those caring for 
Bealltainn is Ben Yoxon, Grace 
and Paul’s. From a very young 
age he loved being part of 
helping with otters, surveying, 
searching for them around 
Skye. He even helped with the 
release of Tacky, on Mull, when 
he was seven years old.

Ben says: ‘What I really love 
is being able to give otters a 

voice and help in their con-
servation, both locally, and 
around the world. Being able to 
see the impact we can make for 
otters, and wetland habitats, 
is amazing, and with our pro-
grammes we can help multiple 
co-existing species too. I am 
very proud to be part of  “Team 
Otter” and look forward to 
dedicating myself to ensure 
their long-term survival.’

Rearing Bealltainn will cost 
IOSF about £1,600 for food, vet 
bills, etc.  Cubs stay with their 
mothers for 12-15 months so 
should be released at about the 
same age. If released too early, 
they will not survive. � is is 

why the food bills are so high.
You can visit IOSF’s website 

www.otter.org to � nd out 
more about the work of IOSF 
in Scotland and all across the 
world. It is a global organisa-
tion working to conserve all 
13 species of otter by helping 
to support scientists and other 
workers in practical conserva-
tion, education, research and 
rescue and rehabilitation.

A visit to www.ottershop.
co.uk has a link to allow you 
to adopt an otter (including 
Bealltainn!) or donate to sup-
port the work of IOSF. As they 
say, ‘No amount is too small as 
it will buy a � sh for an otter.’

Bealltainn is developing well at the sanctuary on Skye.

� e Rotary Club of Lochaber 
continues to meet online 
during the Covid-19 pandemic 
with members enjoying an 
interesting talk recently from 
Susan Carstairs, a director 
of Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG).

LEG has had an in� uential 
role in Lochaber since its for-
mation in 1999 through food 
growing, waste, active travel, 
energy and climate projects.

A new departure for LEG has 
been the formation of a new 
community bene� t society, 
LEG Power Limited, which 
initially will take forward a 
run of the river hydro scheme 
at Glenachulish.

Although potential capac-

ity will be small, at around 
500kW, the scheme will help 
stabilise LEG’s core funding. 
Most small community hydro 
schemes are owned by people 
in the area but this will be 
one of the � rst in Scotland to 
serve a community of interest 
rather than a geographical 
community.

� e scheme is well developed 
technically, has an abstraction 
licence and planning consent, 
with normal conditions.

Registered for Feed in Tari� , 
with an agreement to export 
to the grid and a lease in 
hand, the project is nearing 
start-up decisions. Covid-19 
has delayed some matters but 
the next step will be to o� er 

an investment opportunity in 
community shares.

In the meantime, LEG is 
inviting anyone interested to 
contact them on info@legpow-
er.org

Apart from potential in-
vestors, LEG is keen to hear 
from anyone with expertise 
in accountancy, experience 
of managing construction 
contracts, knowledge of debt 
and equity payments and 
renewable energy technology.

Simon Hardiman, pres-
ident-elect, said: ‘Several 
Rotary members have had 
links with LEG over the years 
and will feel encouraged to 
learn of this latest venture. We 
wish them well.’ 

Rotary Club of Lochaber hears of 
new community bene� t society

Walkers urged to check for deer 
stalking before heading for hills

Hillwalkers are being 
encouraged to check online 
for deer stalking information 
before setting out during the 
busiest part of the season.

NatureScot manages the 
Heading for the Scottish Hills 
website which provides details 
on deer stalking on estates be-
tween July and late October to 
help walkers avoid disturbing 
stalking.

With many more people en-
joying the great outdoors, the 
website helps walkers to follow 
the Scottish Outdoor Access 
Code.

It includes advice on where 
and when stag stalking is 
taking place on each estate, 
provides details on who to 
contact for more information 
and includes routes that are 
‘always okay’ for walkers. 

� e Code also encourages 
walkers to follow reasonable 
advice from land managers on 
alternative routes and to avoid 
crossing land where stalking is 
taking place.

Fiona Cuninghame, 
NatureScot Recreation, Access 
and Paths O�  cer, said: ‘Many 
people may be discovering the 
joys of exploring our hills and 

mountains for the � rst time 
which is fantastic, but it’s also 
important to bear in mind that 
this can be a very busy time for 
land managers.

‘Our Heading for the Scottish 
Hills website is a great resource 
to help walkers have a great 
day out without disturbing 
deer stalking in their chosen 
area as well as helping to raise 
awareness of the Scottish 
Outdoor Access Code.’

� e information can also 
be accessed through the 
Walkhighlands website, 
with relevant stalking details 
provided on the page for each 
walk.

Davie Black, Mountaineering 
Scotland’s Access O�  cer, said: 
‘We have been involved with 
Heading for Scottish Hills 
since it started, and are always 
happy to see more estates join 
each year. We encourage all 
walkers to check the website 
during the stalking season and 
contact the relevant estate if 
they have further questions.’

Heading for the Scottish Hills 
was � rst launched in 2015. � e 
website can be accessed at:  
www.outdooraccess-scotland.
scot/h� sh

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Look ahead to a family-filled festive
season with a new Cairngorm kitchen

 Get your
new kitchen
       in time for

Christmas
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DON'T BUY
FURNITURE.

Hold Back Until We Launch Our…

TOTAL STOCK DISPOSAL

GRAND SALE!
£975,000 STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE:

Dining, living & bedroom furniture, sourced from across the globe; plus
quality upholstery & beds selected from top suppliers in the UK & Ireland.

MASSIVE 3 DAY
PUBLIC SALE!

STARTS NEXT FRIDAY 
SEPTEMBER 11th at 10AM

(Only at our Fort William store)
We have really appreciated the support from all our customers 

since we first opened our showroom in Fort William many years
ago. Now, to make way for new ranges, we will clear excess stock
from across the entire Blackbridge group exclusively through the
Fort William store.  We must clear the showroom and warehouse

without delay, so this major project can be completed.  
The Fort William store is presently closed while we reduce prices

and prepare the displays for the launch of our 
£975,000 STOCK DISPOSAL GRAND SALE.

EVERY SINGLE PRICE WILL BE DRASTICALLY REDUCED!  
THIS WILL BE OUR BIGGEST EVER SALE!

We must urgently sell all our stock including: 
Suites (fabric & leather), sofas, sofa beds, chairs, dining sets, 

sideboards, wardrobes, beds, bedframes, mattresses, headboards, 
dressing tables, chests, coffee tables, rugs, mirrors, etc.. 

Absolutely Everything Must Be Sold Out a.s.a.p!

“All showroom goods, plus warehouse stock... and all new
factory orders...will be clearly marked and available to you 

with bigger savings than ever in our history” 
James Fraser - Managing Director          

THE FORT WILLIAM STORE IS BRIEFLY CLOSED
WHILE ALL SALE PREPARATIONS ARE COMPLETED

FULL DETAILS PUBLISHED NEXT WEEK

3 Ardgour Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7PH

© G R 2020

SAFE SHOPPING AT BLACKBRIDGRE FURNISHINGS
COVID-19. All government recommended precautions 
will be in place for the safety of customers and staff.

One of the best-known shinty 
personalities of the modern era 
and a major � gure in the game, 
in terms of supplying camans, 
has died.

John Sloggie, a kenspeckle 
� gure and maker and repairer 
of camans for more than 40 
years, had been in hospital 
in Inverness for a short time 
and died on Sunday morning, 
August 30.

In the team sport of shinty, 
where community and 
heritage is everything, few 
individuals have made such a 
colossal impact on the game 
as John Edmund Sloggie and 
his equally well-known wife 
of 61 years, Mabel. Together, 
they more or less sustained the 
crucially important supply of 
camans from their cro�  base 
at Achadhluachradh near 
Invergarry, where they also 
worked a cro�  with sheep and 
cattle.

John was originally from 
Montrose, born in Dundee 
Royal In� rmary. He � rst 
trained as a turner/� tter in 
Arbroath before going to work 
with Glaxo in Montrose, where 
he married Mabel 61 years ago 
on June 20 1950.

He forsook dry land to take 
up a career at sea, serving 
as a second engineer in the 
Merchant Navy with the White 
Star line (1960-62).

From there, he took his � rst 
position as a stalker near 
Edinburgh before heading 
for the glens and bens of 
the Highlands working as a 
stalker/keeper in locations 
including Kinloch Rannoch, 
Braelangwell, Bonar Bridge/
Ardgay, then Malardich in 
Glen Cannich before moving 
to Achadhluachrach near 
Invergarry where the family 
spent 46 years.

John would have been 82 in 
September.

It was while he was in 
Cannich the stick-making 
bug took hold, repairing the 
old spliced Macpherson sticks 
� rst of all, stripping them back 
and replacing the handles and 
whipping to restore them.

Serious caman-making be-
gan at Achadhluachrach when 
the couple took on the business 
previously run by Willie 
Munro of Dunoon in 1980, six 
years a� er their arrival there 
and he was still making them 
in his own inimitable style 
right up until the end, despite 
health issues in recent years.

Keith Loades, president of 
the Camanachd Association, 
shinty’s governing body, said: 
‘John Sloggie was unique and 
with Mabel they formed a for-

John Sloggie – 
crofter,  
caman maker          
and shinty legend

OBITUARY

John Sloggie and his wife Mabel, with some of the camans 
they made.

midable friendship and part-
nership. � eir contribution to 
the game together is beyond 
measure and John has made a 
remarkable contribution to the 
game, whilst at the same time 
looking a� er the cro�  and his 
shinty-playing family.

‘Without referees the game 
cannot exist. Without sticks 
we would not need referees, so 
John managed to encompass 
both roles with a singular sense 
of purpose which marks him 
out as one of the major � gures 
in our sport in the modern 
era. � is is a sad day for the 
family and for the wider shinty 
community and our thoughts 
are with the extended family, 
Mabel in particular.’

Shinty stick making was re-
cently o�  cially designated an 
endangered cra� . � ankfully, 
videos exist of John in full � ow 
in his workshop. � e Art of 
the Caman Maker is a notable 
example. In the � lm, John is 
seen making the sticks, hand 
cra� ing them to all manner 
of players’ idiosyncrasies, 
stretching the laws of the game 
on what was acceptable to the 
limit. John was one of very few 
people who could be counted 
on to be carrying the famous 
measuring ring just to check 
the legality or otherwise of 
camans.

He was also well-known in 
the middle of the � eld. He ref-
ereed the sport’s top occasion, 
the Camanachd Cup Final, in 
Glasgow in 2001. He had also 
o�  ciated at most of the other 
great games, including a lively 
recreation of a famous match 
in Badenoch in the late 19th 
century, resplendent in period 
costume.

Not as well-known, perhaps, 
is the way in which the caman 
couple travelled  far and wide 
at their own expense to places 
including London where he 
was a popular � gure with the 
Camanachd Club there in its 
more adventurous years in the 
mid 1980s.

John was made a Member 
of Honour of the Camanachd 
Association in 2016, when 
Mabel should surely have 
been accorded that honour. 
He was a past president of 
the Camanachd Referees 

Association and took more 
than a passing interest in the 
administration of the game, in 
particular the rules of play and 
their management.  He was 
also a signi� cant historian of 
the game and its machinations.

He was a man of strong 
opinions with a redoubtable 
recall of incidents and events 
throughout his own career 
and those of the players and 
fans who o� en took issue with 
him. He had his own style 
in command of a game and 
his own particular sense of 
humour o� en saw him come 
out on the better end of verbal 
jousts, despite the odds being 
apparently stacked against 
him. More o� en than not, he 
had the � nal word.

One other signi� cant 
contribution made to shinty 
by John and Mabel was the 
preparation of silver mounted 
and presentation camans for 
the Camanachd Association 
and many other bodies and 
competitions associated with 
the game over many years.

President of the Camanachd 
Referees Association Donald 
Stewart said: ‘I have rarely met 
a more enigmatic, colourful, 
quick-witted character than 
John. He had a story about 
every aspect of life, especially 
about shinty, to which he 
devoted countless years of his 
life. I will miss our long con-
versations about the matches 
we had seen separately or to-
gether with Mabel, sharing our 
opinions, sometimes agreeing 
to disagree, about how to inter-
pret the rules and improve the 
sport. If shinty had a Hall of 
Fame, which it most certainly 
should, John Sloggie would be 
a highly prominent and early 
occupant.’

John Sloggie leaves his 
wife Mabel, sons Matthew, 
Eddie, Peter and Mark - all 
of whom were shinty players 
- 16 grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

Funeral arrangements, in 
accordance with current 
practices, will be published in 
due course. � e thoughts of 
the shinty community far and 
wide are with Mabel and the 
extended family.

HDM.
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER
West Highland College 
(WHC) UHI is playing a 
pivotal role in delivering 
a major project to help 
businesses in the West 
Highlands and the wider 
Highland area.

Part of the national 
Advancing Manufacturing 
Challenge Fund, the project 
is a partnership between 
the Scottish Government, 
Scottish Enterprise and 
Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise. 

WHC will now take 
forward a £1.6million 
project designed to provide 
businesses with access to 
advanced manufacturing 
technology and expertise.

� e project will target 
support for small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
and micro-businesses 
involved in manufacturing 
across di� erent industry 
sectors including food 
and drink, construction, 
aquaculture, metals and 
timber products.

� e multi-sector approach 
will give local businesses 
access to new advanced 
manufacturing equipment 
and specialist expertise 
not currently available 
to businesses in the West 

Highlands. � is will help 
inform their adoption of 
new technology, processes 
and product, leading to 
improved productivity.

� e Advancing 
Manufacturing in the 
West Highlands project 
also forms a core part of 
the college’s plans to build 
an innovative new Centre 
for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Health in 
Fort William.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce is inviting 
all interested small and 
micro-businesses to a 
virtual event on Wednesday 
September 16 to meet key 
team members from West 
Highland College UHI who 
are involved in the project 
and hear about how the 
exciting plans could help 
take your business to the 
next level.

Sign up for this free online 
event by visiting our website 
at www.lochaberchamber.
co.uk

A team of 24 tri-athletes swam 
46 miles along the waterways 
of the Great Glen over the 
weekend in a special charity 
challenge celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the Tri-4-Life 
organisation, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

On Friday, the group, 
swimming in pods of four or 
� ve swimmers of mixed ages 
and abilities, set o�  into Loch 
Linnhe from Caol beach, to 
swim the 10 miles across to 
Camus na Gaul, then south 
west down the west side of 
Loch Linnhe.

On Saturday it was the turn 
of Loch Lochy and a 10-miles 
swim, followed by another 
� ve miles in Loch Oich, from 
gairlochy heading northwards.

Sunday saw the longest 
section, with 21 miles of Loch 
Ness being covered.

� e stronger more experi-
enced swimmers swam the full 
length of Loch Linnhe, with 
other team members swim-
ming di� erent distances but 

all part of a great team event.
� e age range of the team 

was from Aaron Davies, aged 
20, to Ray Hanlon, the oldest, 
at 75.

Safety support on the water 
was provided by Jim Tinsley 
and Brian McBaine, who oper-
ated two in� atable RIBS, with 
VHF radio communications

Liam Hanlon is the event 
director of Tri-4-life and told 
us: ‘It is a charitable fund, with 
its roots in my parents Diane 
and Ray starting a family quest 
to raise money for charities 
dear to their heart, by sporting 

activities, particularly triath-
lon and other elite endurance 
events.

‘From that, Tri4Life started 
as the realisation of a simple 
dream to make a 2,800-mile 
non-stop journey from the 
White House to LA, whilst 
spreading a message and 
reaching out a hand of friend-
ship from Merseyside to all 
the cities, communities and 
individuals that we share this 
journey with.’

Scottish West Coast Cruises 
provided local logistics/condi-
tions support and equipment 

provision, with some of the 
team being accommodated on 
board the vessel, Lady Sofrida, 
as guests for the event.

Donald McPhater has 
converted this 16m ring net 
herring � shing boat, as an 
adventure cruiser, where it is 
run as a charitable and social 
enterprise, to promote mental 
well-being, including addic-
tive behaviour recovery, in the 
Highlands and Islands.

Mr McPhater said: ‘� is is all 
the more needed in the present 
Covid crisis and its a� ermath.’

It takes on similar charity 
and fundraising events, as well 
as acting as support, accom-
modation and mother boat for 
kayakers, St Ayles ski� s, etc.

Tri4Life wishes to thank all 
those who provided assistance 
for the event.

Swimmers take on 
Great Glen challenge

The swimmers make ready 
to set o�  from their � oating 
Corpach base. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, alba.photos 

KEEP CALM
AND 

CARRY ON 
WORKING 

FROM HOME

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Contact us today to find out more about our
stunning range of home office solutions.

KEEP CALMKEEP CALM

SHOP LOCAL • EAT LOCAL
SUPPORT LOCAL

#ObanMinded

Making Oban the place to 
stay, explore and spend!



Lochaber Times
Thursday 3 September 2020 NEWS  9

‘Happy and proud’ is 
how nine-year old 
Kilmuir youngster, 
Calum Alasdair 
Munro, was feeling 
when his winning 
design for a new 
Skye �ag was o�cial-
ly unfurled last week.

�e �rst-ever o�cial �ag 
for Skye was raised in Portree  
following a 15-month

process which attracted 369 
entries and more than 7,000 
public votes.

Calum Alasdair   raised the 
�ag at the o�cial and social-
ly-distant unfurling ceremony 
at the Nicolson memorial.

�e youngster was told of 
his success the previous week 
but had been sworn to secrecy 
until the o�cial launch.

Calum Alasdair has a pas-
sion for collecting �ags and 
drew his inspiration from the 
island’s history and heritage.

He explained: ‘First, I 
thought of the Birlinn and 
I was thinking about the 
MacLeods and MacDonalds 
and the MacKinnons – the 
�rst clans on Skye. I thought 
about the Celtic heritage, the 
Viking heritage, and the histo-
ry of Flora MacDonald.

‘In my �ag, in the Birlinn 
there are �ve oars represent-
ing Trotternish, Waternish, 
Duirinish, Minginish, and 

Sleat/Strath. I 
thought about 

yellow for the 
MacLeods and 
blue for the 
M a c D o n a l d s 
or the 

MacKinnons.’
�e new �ag was 

raised to the backdrop 
of Over the sea to Skye being 
played on the pipes by Alan 
MacKenzie.

West Highland Free Press 
editor Keith MacKenzie, who 
helped organise the Skye 
�ag competition, said he was 
delighted with the result and 
the fact that the search for a 
�ag has had such a high level 
of local engagement.

‘It is a tremendous design 
but the other thing that struck 
people is what it meant. It pulls 
together so many elements of 
Skye,’ said Mr MacKenzie.

‘We thought it was impor-
tant, right from the outset, to 
engage as many people locally 
as we could. 

‘We received many fantastic 
entries showing really imagi-
native ideas. Calum Alasdair 
is a worthy winner.’

�e Free Press has already 
started producing �ags, which 
businesses will be encouraged 
to �y, and proceeds from the 
sale of �ags will go to Skye and 
Lochalsh Young Carers.

Calum Alasdair Munro with his winning design for the Isle of 
Skye �ag at the o�cial cermony in Portree: Photograph West Highland 

Free Press.

Skye gets own 
�ag thanks to 
young Kilmuir 
designer

‘In my �ag, in the Birlinn, there are �ve oars 
representing Totternish, Waternish, Duirinish, 
Minginish and Sleat/Strath.’

Community cash 
up for grabs
�e Western Isles 
Development Trust (WIDT) is 
inviting community groups to 
apply for funding for projects 
with a focus on alleviating 
fuel poverty and promoting 
renewable energy.  

Since April 2016 it has 
committed over £352,000 in 
grants and loans to promote 
these objectives.  Recent 

bene�ciaries include: Coll 
Community Development 
Trust, Lewis; Uist and Barra 
Food Bank; Garadh a Bagh a 
Tuath, Barra and Leverburgh 
Hall Committee, Harris.

Following the successful 
uptake of the Small Grants 
Scheme in 2019, where £40,000 
was distributed to community 
bodies across the Western 
Isles, WIDT is now launching 
the Small Projects Fund for 
2020 to distribute a further 
£40,000. �e scheme opened 

on Tuesday, September 1. 
Groups can apply for a maxi-
mum of £2,000 in grant fund-
ing.  In order to be eligible the 
application must meet at least 
one of the WIDT’s objectives 
(published on the website) and 
show bene�t to the commu-
nity.  Once the fund has been 
expended it will close until the 
September 2021.

Full details of the fund and 
the application form can be 
found at the website, at www.
widt.co.uk 

A BRIGHTER 
FUTURE IS IN 
SIGHT, IF WE 
DO THIS RIGHT.
STICK WITH IT SCOTLAND, 
FOR YOURSELVES AND EACH OTHER.

All that time spent. All those efforts made. All those 
tears shed. Let’s not go backwards. The more we stick 
to the coronavirus guidance now, the sooner we can 
move forwards, as one, to better days.
#WeAreScotland
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The Croftless Crofter
NIC GODDARD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

As the coronavirus pandemic 
lockdown continues to ease 
and many of us prepare to 
return to a pre-lockdown 
type of normal life it is likely 
to mean lots of readjustment 
and adapting to yet another 
change in our worlds.

Mental health experts are 
warning of new challenges to 
mental wellbeing as we tran-
sition again to another period 
of uncertainty.

Anxiety about how safe 
the easing of lockdown is, 
uncertainty around security 
of � nances, employment and 
physical health, while many 
of us are still processing the 
traumatic period we have 
lived through means there 
is an anticipated increase in 
mental health issues.

� e key message from 
experts is that it is okay not to 
be okay and that identifying a 
need for help and asking for it 
are the key steps to improving 
our wellbeing.

I talked to Strontian-based 
psychotherapist Liz McLure 
about how her work has 
helped clients throughout the 

lockdown and how she thinks 
the pandemic will a� ect 
people in the coming months.

Liz works with individuals, 
couples and groups from her 
home o�  ce on her cro�  here

on the peninsula and has 
nearly 40 years experience in 
mental health services. She 
o� ers a range of services and 

therapies for clients su� ering 
anxiety and depression, 
survivors of abuse, bereave-
ment and trauma as well as 
relationship and work place 
counselling.

I visited Liz in her o�  ce 
which she has made modi-
� cations to to enable social 
distance-

compliant visits from clients 
for face-to-face sessions and 
therefore been able to restart 
seeing clients again, but she 
told me she had been working 
throughout lockdown.

Liz said: ‘I was able to 
continue with many of my 
regular clients by telephone 
and a whole range of video 
call technology based on 
what worked best for each 
individual. Alongside that I 
have been doing additional 
training in online working 
myself.’

One of the therapies 
Liz is trained in is Eye 
Movement Desensitisation 
and Reprocessing (EMDR) 
which is o� en used to treat 
post traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD).

We talked about how the 
pandemic has been an over-
whelming and worldwide 
trauma with a huge impact on 

every area of peoples’ lives on 
a scale most of us have never 
experienced before.

Every single one of us will 
have had some level of disrup-
tion to our day-day-day lives 
with many of us having addi-
tional fall-out in the shape of 
uncertainty over work, study, 
� nances, impacts on our own 
health or those close to us.

Many more will have 
contracted and recovered 
from Covid-19, lost friends 
or relatives. Liz explained: 
‘O� en people going through a 
traumatic incident can be hit 
with the full scale of it a year 
or even two years a� er the 
actual event.

‘It can take us that long to 
process unresolved grief. � e 
current situation will have ex-
acerbated that even further as 
we have not been able to mark 
our grief in the usual way 
with ceremonies like funerals 
which o� er a chance to say a 
proper goodbye.’

Liz predicts that the full 
implications of the pandemic 
may well take years to process 
even a� er the pandemic itself 

may have gone away or vac-
cines and cures discovered.

She added: ‘� ere is 
additional pressure of the 
hothouse of people spending 
enforced time with family 
and spouses where there may 
have already been friction 
within those relationships.’

� e services of a psychother-
apist like Liz can be bene� cial 
to anyone who feels they need 
help - as a one-o�  reset, or as 
a longer course of sessions. 
For the same sort of price as a 
haircut, new out� t, night out 
at the pub or a theatre ticket 
this could be an investment in 
yourself and your own mental 
wellbeing - positive act of self 
care engaging the services of 
a professional trained to help 
anyone su� ering.

As Liz so beautifully puts it: 
‘Mental health issues a� ect 
everyone, from all walks of 
life. � ere is no shame in 
asking for help and investing 
in yourself.’

Liz McLure can be contacted 
via her website at http://www.
liz-mclure-psychotherapy.
co.uk

Strontian-based therapist 
Liz McLure – she has been 
helping clients throughout 
lockdown.
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Destruction, tree felling, 
�ooding, pests – words that for 
some people are synonymous 
with an animal that for more 
than 400 years was absent from 
the UK and has only recently 
been returned to Scotland.

In an attempt to clear up 
misconceptions those people 
have, I am going to explain my 
excursion to see beavers for 
the �rst time and one or two 
things I learned along the way.

Last month my mum and 
I booked a trip to see the 
Knapdale beavers, which were 
reintroduced to Knapdale 
Forest in 2009.

We met the rest of the group 
and our tour guide in a visitor 
car park and a�er being given 
an introductory talk to the 
humble rodent, we set o�.

Passing through the forest 
towards the loch, we saw still 
pools of water lying like a mir-
ror beside the track and trees 
that had been coppiced a while 
back now growing fresh shoots 
out of the remnant trunk.

When beavers coppice trees, 
they accomplish two things: 
they open up the canopy, 
letting in light so that a more 
diverse array of plants can 
thrive, and they allow new 
saplings to grow out of the 
stump of the felled tree. We 
soon reached Dubh Lochan 
and walked through a patch 
of ancient oak woodland to a 
platform overlooking a pool of 
water. We could �nally see the 
dam – an elegant structure of 
logs and other materials woven 
together, raising the level of the 
lochan.

By building dams, beavers 
support numerous other 
creatures including otters, 
�sh, frogs, reptiles, insects and 
birds. 

�ey are known as a keystone 
species because they have such 
an extraordinarily large im-
pact on the ecosystem around 
them.

As an added bonus, they 
protect human houses by pre-
venting �ooding downstream. 
Beavers also �lter and clean 
streamwater.

Our �nal destination was a 
�oating walkway with views 
across the loch. I am not nat-
urally patient and as we waited 
for signs of the beavers, my 
sense that this was futile grew.

�e midges were biting and 
my proverbial feet were be-
ginning to itch when someone 
shouted the word everyone 
had been longing to hear: 
‘Beaver!’

Binoculars rammed to eyes, 
desperately searching the loch, 
and there it was. A brown, 
pebble-sized speck swimming 
along the opposite side, ripples 
streaming out behind it. In the 
end, we saw four beavers. Even 
our guide said four beavers in 
one night may well be a record.

Since May 1 last year, when 
beavers were �nally made a 
protected species, 87 – that’s 
one ��h of the entire Scottish 
beaver population – were 
killed under licences given out 
by Scottish Natural Heritage – 
now NatureScot.

It is unfortunately too late 
to sign the petition calling 
for beavers to be translocated 
instead of killed, but if you 
could help by supporting 
the Scottish Wild Beaver 
Group, the beaver families at 
Knapdale would appreciate it.

A Cry from 
the Wild, 
with Holly 
Gillibrand

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

CalMac community 
fund now open
�e West Coast’s most vul-
nerable and disadvantaged 
groups are set to bene�t from 
the latest round of the CalMac 
Community Fund.

From October 1, the fund 
is seeking applications from 
non-pro�t organisations from 
across the CalMac network 
which make a di�erence to 
local communities by tackling 

social isolation, poor mental 
health, loneliness and/or pov-
erty. Award between £500 and 
£2,000 are available.

In 2019, the fund supported 
76 groups, including helping 
Mallaig Football Club to 
grow, develop and sustain its 
under-18s squad.

Gordon McKillop, corporate 
social responsibility manager 
for CalMac, said: ‘�e CalMac 
Community Fund was created 
to make a di�erence to those 
most in need across our West 

Coast communities. It is also a 
fantastic way for us to connect 
with our communities.

‘�e Covid-19 pandemic 
placed a huge strain on peo-
ple’s lives and there has been 
a lot of great community work 
going on to help those a�ected. 
We would love to hear more 
about these projects and would 
encourage those eligible to 
apply for an award.

‘�e Community Fund was 
really well received when it was 
originally launched and we 

were able to help 76 groups. I 
am looking forward to hearing 
more about the great work that 
is taking place to help those in 
need.’

Awards will split across six 
regional areas: Lewis, Harris 
and Ullapool; Uist and Barra; 
Skye, Raasay, the Small Isles 
and Mallaig; Oban and the 
Inner Hebrides; Southern 
Hebrides and Firth of Clyde.

Applications can be made 
online from October 1 at www.
calmac.co.uk/community-fund

Move your body,
improve your mood.

For tips on staying active to look after your 
mental health visit clearyourhead.scot
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Wild Words
KIRSTEEN BELL
fort@obantimes.co.uk

A recent report in the   
Lochaber Times told of the 
unreasonable delays in the 
building of the new Belford 
Hospital on the Blar.   We 
need the hospital facilities, 
there is no doubt about that, 
just like we need a� ordable 
housing in the area.  But the 
delay makes me sad for all 
that was lost in getting to 
this point.

My partner needed a house 
once; he had a young family, 
and was lucky enough to 
have a cro�  to build on.   So 
we built.  � ere is a photo of 
me striding through brown 
rushes and bog trying to 
work out roughly where the 
living room was going to be.

I do not remember at any 
point looking down at the 
ground beneath my feet 
back then and wondering 
what was living in there 
before the diggers came in.   
But I do remember walking 
on the Blar, a� er the site had 
been cleared and when cars 
could still park there to use 
the rough track for a quick 
walk.

� e bare earth was sur-
rounded by heather, bog 
myrtle, and large ponds of 
freshwater fringed in rushes.  
It looked as if someone had 
planted some trees, as there 
were plastic protective cyl-
inders jutting out from the 
green-brown ground cover 
here and there – presumably 
gone now.

� e stone road was shel-
tered by a tall dark peat 
bank, its depth exposed by 
the digging work, a fringe of 
scrubby silver birch teeter-
ing at its brow.  

I remember disturbing 
oyster catchers, their sharp 
black and white shapes arc-
ing away from me towards 
the roundabout.   Now that 
I am writing this, I have re-
alised that I haven’t noticed 
them on the roundabout in 
more recent times.

When the superstore that 
the ground was originally 
cleared for changed their 
plans, the wholescale clear-
ing of the surface of the Blar 
seemed nothing less than a 
waste, a pointless desecra-

tion of habitat – not just of 
the wildlife that had lived 
there but of our own habitat, 
peat being a major carbon 
sink on a planet that needs it 
more than ever.

However the future use of 
the West Highland College’s 
new STEM Centre, housing, 
and the new hospital are all 
of such bene� t to the com-
munity that it seemed to go 
some way towards balancing 
the scales – or it might, 
when it eventually comes.

When I think of our own 
house, I wish I had known 
then what I know now.   We 
may have built smaller, more 
sympathetically with the 
existing landscape.  But then 
again, we may not have.   I 
may be doing our past selves 
a disservice.

A growing family needs 
an a� ordable home.   � e 
human species is just more 
fortunate that it can call 
the shots more easily than, 
say, the house martins who 
nest under our eaves, or the 
oyster catchers who make do 
with a roundabout. Heather growing on the Blar at Fort William – but for how long? Photograph: Kirsteen Bell. 

Monday:     9.30am – 12.30pm 
        & 1.00 – 4.00pm
Friday:      9.30am – 1.00pm

Thank you for supporting your local charity

liveArgyll Libraries are delighted to announce that Phase 1 of our phased 
return to service has begun, for book returns.   Library book return opening 
times are listed below:

Welcome Back!

Oban Library, 77 Albany Street, Oban, PA34 5AL.

01631 571444

NO 
LATE 
FEES!
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. A daytime phone number 
is also required for veri�cation. Anonymous 
letters will not be printed. Please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re�ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.
At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have 
published anything 
that is factually 
incorrect, please email: 
editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or email 
editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis�ed with our response, you can contact 
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Shame on those who 
carried out vandalism
It was so disheartening and sad to read 
our front page story this week, where 
the members of SLUG (Sunny Lochaber 
United Gardeners) were forced to close 
their community allotments to the 
public a�er vandals trashed the place.

And looking at the photographs online, 
they really did trash it: burning items, 
smashing up a children’s play house, it 
was sickening to see.

�e only good thing that might come 
out of this, is the way the Fort William 
community will rally round to help 
them repair the damage and get the 
allotments back up and running. 

But the damage wasn’t only to the 
fabric of the buildings.

�ese gardens are a place of hope, of 
sanctuary, somewhere where people can 
go to relax and forget about the stresses 
of the day, somewhere that improves 
their health and wellbeing, and that of 
their children and grandchildren, and 
those vandals tried to take that away 
from them.

�ese times are di�cult enough for 
many people without a few mindless 
idiots making it worse. 

ALLAN CAMPBELL 

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Coinnichidh na daoine ged nach coinnich na 
cnuic!

’S e coinneachadh  beag brònach a bh’ againn 
air an t-seachdain seo chaidh is sinn a’ gabhail 
beannachd le nàbaidh air an robh sinn air eòlas 
a chur thar còrr air trithead bliadhna. Dh’�àg 
cuingealachadh a’ choròna-bhìorais nach robh 
mòran sluaigh ceadaichte a bhith an làthair a 
chomharrachadh beatha an �ir seo, ach bha 
measgachadh de dh’aithrisean eirmseach air an 
snìomh gu h-iomchaidh an lùib sgeul dhuilich a 
bhàis is sinn a’ cuimhneachadh air na choilean e. 
Cha bu bheag sin, is e air bliadhnaichean mòra a 
thoirt mar neach-teagaisg dealasach air an robh 
gu follaiseach meas am measg oileanach agus 
cho-obraichean, agus thug e mòran de chuid 
ùine phearsanta cuideachd a’ siubhal gu ruige 
na Gambia a chuideachadh le leasachaidhean 
foghlaim chloinne an sin. Saoilidh mi gum bheil 
e fìor a ràdh nach eil mòran dhaoine feadh an 
t-saoghail shìobhalta nach toir aithne agus mo-
ladh dha neach-teagaisg àraid air choreigin airson 
na �uair iad de thaic a’ leasachadh an cuid eòlais 
agus adhartais nam beatha, agus nach sònraichte 
an teisteanas sin air neach sam bith. Sin a’ chliù air 
am bheil a’ mhòr-chuid de luchd-teagaisg airidh 
ged ’s dòcha nach eil iad daonnan ga �aotainn, 
agus gu cinnteach bidh leithid sin de chuimhne 
air ar nàbaidh nach maireann. 

Bhithinn �ìn ’s e �èin ag obair còmhla air caoc-
hladh phròiseactan thar nam bliadhnaichean, 
ach ’s e coiseachd mhonaidhean is bheanntan an 

cur-seachad a b’ �eàrr leis seach dad eile, agus a 
bharrachd air an eòlas a bh’ aige air slèibhtean na 
dùthcha seo bha e cuideachd air slighean feadh 
na Roinn Eòrpa a choiseachd.   Ma bha ùine saor 
aige, agus an aimsir a’ coimhead idir gealltanach, 
thogadh e a-mach a h-uile cothrom a gheibheadh 
e an cuideachd charaidean neo leis �èin. Bha 
e sona a’ coiseachd na aonar, a’ gabhail tlachd à 
àilleachd na dùthcha agus tha mi cinnteach gum 
biodh an litreachas air an robh e cho mion-eòlach 
a’ dùsgadh is a’ ruith na inntinn air a chuairtean. 
Ged nach b’ e Gàidheal a bh’  ann idir bha e air 
bloighean Gàidhlig a thogail bho cho-obraichean 
thar nam bliadhnaichean, agus bha ùidh mhòr 
aige cuideachd ann an ainmean Gàidhlig bheann-
tan is uillt is bha e deònach am fuaimneachadh gu 
ceart agus tuigse a bhith aige air an ciall. Saoilidh 
mi gun robh an duine seo gu cinnteach ann an 
co-luadar le nàdar, agus gu ìre bha an àrainneachd 
sin a’ còmhradh gu tlachdmhor ris tro mheadhan 
na Gàidhlig.

Bidh na beanntan ga ionndrainn tuilleadh, mar 
a bhios sinne cuideachd! 

Whilst not a Gaelic speaker our late neighbour 
and friend had absorbed many words and phrases, 
and he had a particular interest in the pronuncia-
tion and meaning of Gaelic place-names encoun-
tered as he walked the hills and glens of Scotland. 
�is was a man in communion with the natural 
world which regularly spoke to him, in Gaelic!

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Claims about Salmon farm 
don’t add up

Campaigner and gentleman angler Corin 
Smith and his colleagues at Salmon & Trout 
Conservation have long blamed salmon farming 
for the decline of wild salmon and sea trout 
along the north west coast of Scotland. However, 
the evidence to support their claims is extremely 
thin on the ground.

Mr Smith has been invited to visit salmon 
farms and to speak to industry representatives 
but has so far refused to do so.  I would suggest 
that if he was so concerned about the plight of 
wild salmon and sea trout, he would be willing 
to explore every possible avenue.

Wild salmon return to Scottish rivers to breed. 
�ey do so in response to cues from nature 
and part of the process involves the biological 
change to allow them to swim from salt to 
freshwater. �e idea that escaped farm-raised 
salmon, which the wild �sh sector claim to be 
inferior to truly wild salmon, would suddenly 
charge up a river and start breeding with any 
and every wild �sh is simply fantasy.

Annual catch records con�rm escaped farmed 
salmon found in Scottish rivers are few and far 
between. In the rare case that interbreeding 
should occur, any weakness would be quickly 
bred out as determined by Darwinian survival 
of the �ttest.

Wild salmon and sea trout have been in decline 
across of all of Scotland for many years and for 
many reasons. Should salmon farming ever be 
transferred to closed containment as they have 
demanded, it will not bring about a recovery of 
wild salmon and sea trout stocks to west coast 
rivers or anywhere else in Scotland.

Dr Martin Ja�a, Callander 
McDowell, Manchester.

Liquidation of dance school is 
a loss
Sadly the recent events in Ballet West have 
resulted in liquidation.

I am, however, somewhat shocked at the ap-
parent ready acceptance of the speedy demise of 
what was potentially part of a Performing Arts 
Department of the future University of Oban 
... “Oban is a University Town” as road signs 
describe Oban ... as well as a signi�cant factor in 
the local economy and artistic community.

Oban and its existing educational power 
houses – SAMS at Dunbeg, the University of 
the Highlands, Argyll College – will lose a 
partner in tertiary educational opportunities at 

the very time all such opportunities should be 
developing. Clearly, whatever the future, there 
needs to be huge changes in the ownership and 
management of Ballet West,  but to claim within 
days that ‘every option was explored to secure 
funding or alternative partners etc...’ seems 
somewhat too hurried a decision.

When in recent straitened times months of 
consultations and deliberations have occurred 
before any rural school catering for two or three 
pupils was closed, surely more is expected in the 
case of the closure of a nationally recognised 
ballet school, apart from its impacts on the local 
economy and community?

�e impacts includes many losses, including 
consumer demand on the local Taynuilt and 
Oban economies – some 80 people will no 
longer be in Ballet West; the local part-time 

labour force of some 80 young people, as well as 
the reversal of population loss of an annual local 
intake of young people that has ameliorated the 
long-recognised problem of the �ight of post 
school students to educational establishments 
elsewhere; Ballet West’s artistic and educational 
contribution to local and national performing 
arts; of a prestigious educational opportunity to 
Oban; of year-round bus and rail travel demand; 
to local children and adults of community dance 
and ballet opportunities etc.

Immediate appropriate action is of course 
required.

�e ownership and management must 
speedily be changed. It is incumbent on the 
Board of Trustees and the liquidator to involve 
local and national government, and local and 
national politicians to explore all potential 
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Kyle lifeboat Spirit of Fred Olsen launched 
at 3.16pm on Tuesday August 25 a� er the 
22-foot yacht Pegasus su� ered engine failure 
and ran aground at Totaig on Loch Duich 
opposite Eilean Donan Castle.

� e lifeboat arrived on scene at 3.25pm, 
by which time the yacht, with three people 
on board, was hard aground with the tide 
receding rapidly.

� ere was no way to get the vessel back a� oat 
until the tide had come back in, therefore the 
lifeboat and yacht crew secured the vessel 
using anchors and lines before the lifeboat 
transferred the three people to the slipway in 
Dornie. � e lifeboat returned to its station at 
4.10pm.

It was determined the yacht would re� oat 
around 11.45pm so to ensure the vessel wasn’t 
damaged and was still watertight when it 
re� oated, the lifeboat launched again at 11pm.

Shortly a� er midnight the vessel re� oated 
safely and it was not taking on water. � e 
lifeboat then took the Pegasus under tow to 
Kyleakin harbour, arriving shortly before 
2am. � e yacht was secured to the pontoons 
in Kyleakin and the lifeboat returned to 
station where it was refuelled and made ready 
for service by 2.30am.

A Kyle RNLI spokesperson said: ‘� e yacht’s 
engine failed and due to the narrow entrance 
to the loch and the gusty conditions, the yacht 
was quickly pushed towards the shoreline.

‘� e yacht crew were well equipped and 
began to deploy their anchor, however, the 
anchor line became jammed and they ran 
aground before they were able to free it. � ey 
did the correct thing and called for assistance.’

Glenfinnan Community Council (GCC) 
held its monthly meeting on July 12.

Those attending the meeting, held virtu-
ally, discussed various issues, including the 
following:

Roads: Recent work to install salt bins, 
deal with culverts and ditches and fill in 
potholes was welcomed. 

It is anticipated roadworks agreed prior 
to lockdown should now be resuming. An 
update will be sought on the installation 
of a controlled pedestrian crossing at the 
National Trust for Scotland visitor centre.

The red phone box has now been ‘adopted’ 
by the Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation. An update is expected.

Finances: The current balance is £9,021.48. 
Received, with thanks, from Broadlands 
Renewable Hydro Community Benefit 
- £2,438.70.

Thanks: Ingrid Henderson thanked 
GCC for its response during the Covid-19 
pandemic. She also asked for the minutes 
to record thanks to Highland Council for 
excellent ditching work in April/May.

Signs: Green directional signs have dete-
riorated and need replacing perhaps with 
additional information.

Iain MacFarlane, Ally Entwistle and 
Grahaeme Barrasford-Young thanked the 
Glenfinnan House Hotel and the Prince’s 
House Hotel for keeping everyone well 
supplied in lockdown.

Catriona Hunter and Ingrid Henderson 
requested plain and polite signs at the A830/
Pier Road junction to dissuade tourists 
entering the village to park.

A number of other ideas had been put 
forward, with mixed responses in some 
instances. 

These included signs for litter; one at 
the glen bus stop for a new passing place 
adjacent to pods access; roadside signs to 
restrict cars/motorhomes trying to access 
the Slatach road; the possible renewal of the 
children’s competition signs on the existing 
passing place supports and the removal 
of the informal ‘polite’ notices used as an 
emergency measure. 

It was hoped the new car park would 
alleviate parking issues. It was noted nu-

merous signs are already on the main road 
and careful consideration may be required 
if adding more. As the pier road is adopted 
by Highland Council (HC), unofficial signs 
are not enforceable although there has been 
no indication they could not be used. An 
approach will be made to HC for involve-
ment and guidance about the possibility of 
removing/improving existing signs.

Dave Taylor asked about police cones and 
the possibility of replacing them with white 
painted boulders. The existing white staves 
had followed the use of boulders to avoid 
potential claims of damage to vehicles. 
Remaining stones to stay. Dave also volun-
teered to take forward discussion among 
the back track residents about track surface 
needs.

Cleaning existing signs: Ally Entwistle 
volunteered to do this with her family.

Parking: Sandy Hughes, treasurer, had 
updated Google maps to help reduce park-
ing problems where unavailable sites were 
showing. She had not been able to do so 
for business sites and asked if the National 
Trust and Station Museum would look into 
this. It will be particularly relevant when the 
new car park becomes available.

Unrestricted speed sign at the A830/
Pier Road junction: Highland councillor 
Denis Rixson has had an unsatisfactory re-
sponse following discussion with Transport 
Scotland and Bear regarding this. Pauline 
Donaldson (HC) has been consulted.

Wild Camping: Following recent problems 
in their area, Duncan Gibson, chairman, 
had been approached by Glencoe and Glen 
Etive Community Council seeking support 
for an approach to the Scottish Government 
for specific guidelines relating to a much 
misunderstood concept. There was agree-
ment GCC should support this.

Disposal of waste from motorhomes: 
Loch Linnhe Caravan Park has facilities 
which can be used.

Future meetings confirmed as first 
Wednesday monthly at 7pm using ZOOM.
However, it was decided the next meeting 
would take place on Wednesday September 
2 to allow for reduced lockdown to take 
effect.

Glen� nnan Community Council

The lifeboat crew with the stricken yacht 
Pegasus in the background.
 

alternatives. Transitional management links 
to Argyll and Bute Council, to SAMS, to � e 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow, 
to Scottish Opera, if such were willing to 
co-operate, to � e University of the Highlands 
etc could and should be attempted. Surely 
now is an opportunity to put Ballet West on a 
sustainable platform, supported by the Scottish 
Government. Such a whimpering demise as 
envisaged by the liquidator is not the way to 
end the artistic future dreams of so many other 
Ballet West students.

Tom Dolan, Taynuilt.

Bin the Hate Crime Bill and 
save freedom of speech
With anger and dismay expressed by hordes of 
expert individuals and organisations, all claim-
ing that the proposed Hate Crime Bill poses a 
serious risk to freedom of speech, arrogant poli-
ticians at Holyrood ought to sit up and seriously 
listen to those wiser that they.

Alistair Bonnington, a former Honorary 
Professor of Law at the University of Glasgow 
who taught the First Minister, is on record as 
saying: ‘� is is yet another example of the SNP 
failing to understand fundamental principles of 
Scots law.’ 

He added that the SNP is, ‘wasting the parlia-
ment’s time dealing with wholly unnecessary 
laws…Fundamental human rights freedoms, 
such as free speech, are not understood or 
respected by the Scottish Government. � e 
Scottish Government seems to believe that 
they can create a lovely Mary Poppins world by 
passing well-meant, but naïve laws.’

Neither does Jim Sillars, former Deputy 
Leader of the SNP, thinks the Bill is wise: 
‘Freedom of thought, articulated by one’s 
speech, is so fundamental to the civic and 
intellectual  life of our nation that any attempt 
by the government to restrict that freedom has 
to be robustly opposed.’

� e Scottish Police Federation (SPF) has 
slammed the controversial Bill, while what Dr 
Stuart Waiton, a senior lecturer in sociology 
and criminology at the University of Abertay, 
has to say ought to be a loud wake-up call to all 
of Scotland: it is ‘possibly be the most illiberal 
and intolerant piece of legislation in any lib-
eral democracy, worldwide.’ Such remarks are 
chilling.

� e best they can do with the Hate Crime and 
Public Order (Scotland) Bill, is quickly discard 
it in the dustbin at Hollywood.

Donald J Morrison, Inverness.
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With the easing of restrictions 
allowing the opening of gyms, 
MSP Kate Forbes donned 
gloves and a mask to � nd out 
how Lochaber Phoenix Boxing 
Club members had coped 
throughout lockdown, writes 
Iain Ferguson.

� e club had barely moved 
into its new gym at Corpach 
when Covid-19 hit and had to 
close. Links between coaches 
and members continued 
through zoom sessions and 
social media, with videos 
and advice on staying � t and 
maintaining the hand-eye and 
movement co-ordination so 
vital in the sport.

However, the cancellation of 
the club’s shows in April and 
November meant it lost out on 
showing the incredible talent 
of their boxers in competition 
with clubs from across the 
country and the main fund-
raising events of the year.

As a registered charity, with 
an important health and 
well-being role in age groups 
from nine years upwards, 
the club successfully applied 
for a Scottish Government 
Covid Resilience Grant which, 
together with assistance from 
sponsors Caley Timber and  
landlords Breckenridge helped 
the club survive.

As Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance, Ms Forbes was par-
ticularly interested to hear how 
the club had bene� ted from 
the grant in meeting � nancial 
commitments at a time when 
other than weekly fundraising 
scratch cards, it had no other 
regular income.

Celtic captain Scott Brown 
has put his shirt, name and 
those of the 2019/20 team up 
for auction to help a group 
in Kinlochleven restore the 
village football pitch and 
recreation � eld, writes Iain 
Ferguson.

Island Park Community 
Field Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation 
(SCIO) was recently formed 
in the village to co-ordinate 
fundraising to revitalise the 
large grassy area next to the 
Bowling Green which for 
decades had hosted numer-
ous outdoor activities.

Despite the fact new 
goalposts had been installed 
recently, the � eld has largely 
lain   unused and the grass 
has reached knee height, 
although some of this may 
be the result of Covid-19 
restrictions.

Working with landowners 
Jahama Estates, the group 
has arranged for the grass to 
be cut to a manageable level 
so it can look at keeping it 
short, allowing it to be used 
for outdoor activities includ-
ing coaching in di� erent 
sports while encouraging 
events such as gala days 
which were held there in the 
past.

Chairman of Island Park 
Community Field SCIO 
Matthew Prosser said: ‘� e 
park has been the venue for 
village events for several 

Round of thanks as boxing 
club gets back into training

She was impressed by the 
way the gym had been set up 
to comply with regulations, 
maintaining separation and 
ensuring speci� c requirements 
of junior and senior members 
and individuals were ad-
dressed within guidelines.

Head coach Vince Lopez 
said: ‘We were happy Kate took 
the time to visit as it allowed us 
to tell her how vital the grant 
had been and to thank the 
Scottish Government for their 
help.

‘With the relaxing of reg-
ulations, we have gradually 
introduced outdoor coaching, 
� rstly one-to-one, then in 

small groups. Hopefully the 
latest measures will put us 
back on the path to normal op-
erations with larger numbers 
inside the building which will 
help generate income.’

Ms Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, said: 
‘Lochaber Phoenix Boxing 
Club has done a tremendous 
job in the last few years train-
ing, competing and attracting 
people to a new sport.

‘Like many other places, the 
club was hit hard by Covid as 
members were not allowed to 
train. I am delighted the club 
accessed Scottish Government 
support to reopen when it was 

safe. It has been a long slog 
for gyms and sports clubs and 
members are desperate to get 
back to training.’

Kate was not able to climb 
into the ring or spar with any 
of the members due to social 
distancing rules but was able 
to hear � rst hand their excite-
ment and enthusiasm with an 
open invitation to return for a 
training session at any time.

Kate Forbes with coach Vince Lopez, left, and members of Lochaber Phoenix Boxing Club. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

decades and we would like 
to see it being used for these 
again. It is a tremendous 
outdoor space, with great 
views and the potential for 
being a real community 
resource. Many thanks to 
Scott Brown for donating his 
shirt and getting the whole 
team to sign it. We have only 
just started the auction and 
already have several bids. 
� is will be a real boost to 
our fundraising.’

Bidding forms will be dis-
tributed around shops and 
email pledges are also being 
taken at islandparkscio@
outlook.com. � ere is no 
closing date yet as it is hoped 
to announce the winner at a 
Celtic v Rangers supporters 
football match which, as a 
result of Covid-19 restric-
tions, has yet to be arranged.

Matthew Prosser with the 
much sought-after signed 
Celtic shirt. Photograph: Iain 
Ferguson, albaphotos.

Celtic shirt boost for Kinlochleven
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