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For your safety, please make an 
appointment by calling 01770 302310 

 CHECK OUR WEBSITE
FOR NEW PROPERTIES

John Thomson Construction Ltd

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk | 01770 600 242 | 

HOUSE BUILDING | CONSTRUCTION | HAULAGE | AGGREGATES | PLANT HIRE

WE’RE OPEN…  
Main Office: Mon ‐ Fri 8am – 5pm

Building Materials & Petrol Station: Mon – Fri 8am – 4.30pm  

Social distancing requirements apply. 
Card payments and orders accepted by phone.

Call us for a competitive quote for: 
Aggregates (incl. chips, stone, gravel & sand)
Ready Mix Concrete (BSI certified)
Skip Hire
Haulage & Operated Plant Hire
Timber & Building Materials

Also available at JTC in Lamlash:
Petrol & Diesel Station 

Building Materials & Supplies  
Timber Workshop 

Lamlash Motor Garage 

Type 1 
Hardcore

Gabion & 
Armour Stone

Gravel / Pebbles

Angular Chips Clean Stone Large Cobbles
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Last post for island only 
mail delivery service
� e last post box where local 
mail could be posted and  
delivered, without leaving the 
island, was sealed this week.

All mail posted on Arran will 
now go to a sorting o�  ce in 
Kilmarnock before being re-
turned to be delivered around 
the island. And there is grow-
ing anger that this service, part 
of the historic postal tradition 
on the island, was withdrawn 
without any consultation.

At a Zoom meeting of Arran 
Community Council on 
Tuesday, there was concern at 
what was seen as the detriment 
of local mail. It was known 
at the meeting that all mail 
posted in other villages on 
the island - and even at the 
Book and Card Centre in 
Brodick - routinely went to the 
mainland. But it was Brodick 
member Colin Mackenzie who 
dropped the bombshell that 
the ‘local’ post box at the old 

post o�  ce in Alma Road was 
now closed as well. � e ‘other 
places’ box remains open.

Shiskine member Neil 
Arthur said: ‘It seems the 
Royal Mail has managed to 
save a few quid by removing a 
service. � is is the second time 
they have tried to do this.’

Chairman Bill Calderwood 
said there must be a concern 
the service would deteriorate 
and said he feared businesses 
already struggling with cash 
� ow during the pandemic may 
now have to wait four or � ve 
days for a cheque.

It was agreed to write to the 
Royal Mail asking why the 
service had been removed 

without any consultation. ‘It 
is something which should 
be questioned,’ said Mr 
Calderwood.

However, it is understood by 
the Banner that mail posted on 
the island for Arran addresses 
was not given priority but was 
delivered, with the mail sorted 
in Kilmarnock, at the same 
time. Also there is no longer 
any franking done on the 
island so no Brodick postmark 
was in use before the latest 
development. It could also be 
argued that the volume of mail 
posted today is a good deal less 
than in years gone by, although 
increased online shopping has 
boosted some services.

� e postal service on Arran 
has a proud history dating 
back more than 200 years. At 
one time there were 16 post 
o�  ces serving the island, a 
far cry from the service which 
remains today.

Royal Mail did not respond 
to our enquiry before going to 
press.

A trailer full of scarecrows is delivered to Brodick Castle car park heading for the 
Tattie-bogle trail in the castle grounds which has proved a great success. See full story 
starting on the back page.

We’re o�  on the Tattie-bogle trail

The sealed up post box in 
Alma Road.

01770 302310 sales@arranestateagents.co.uk

ARRAN’S ONLY LOCAL ESTATE AGENCY
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Arran faces same tough Covid 
restrictions under tier system
Arran will almost certainly 
� nd itself in level three lock-
down when the new � ve-tier 
system of Covid-19 restrictions 
come into force on Monday.

� at is the second highest 
tier of lockdown and means 
the tourism and hospitality 
industry on the island faces 
more tough months ahead.

At least there is some good 
news. At level three the de� ni-
tion of cafes will be removed, 
which will enable all hospital-
ity premises, including pubs 
and restaurants, to operate in 
the daytime, up to 6pm, but 
without the sale of alcohol, and 
many establishments on the 
island are expected to continue 
with their takeaway o� erings.

Hotels and other accom-
modation will continue to be 

able to serve evening meals to 
residents.

� e new rules are also ex-
pected to see a continued ban 
on household visits, although 
the measures are to be re-
viewed weekly.

� e Scottish Government 
has been consulting with 
local authorities about the 
tier arrangements and there 
is pressure being put on both 
the government and North 
Ayrshire Council for Arran to 
be given special dispensation 
due to the lack of Covid-19 
cases on the island.

However, First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon this week 
made it clear she did not intend 
to break up health board areas 
at the moment, meaning Arran 
will have the same restrictions 
as the whole of NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran. 

However, she hinted she may 

consider this in the future, 
citing the islands in Argyll and 
Bute as an example.

However, an easing of re-
strictions on Arran is seen as a 
double edged sword. For while 
it would undoubtedly help the 
economy, it may not be helpful 
in curbing control of the virus.

Last week the island was 
given a wake up call when it 
was con� rmed that there had 
been a small number, thought 
to be less than � ve, positive 
cases of Covid-19 on Arran, as 
reported in last week’s Banner.

In a statement issued by 
Arran Medical Group this 
week, Arran clinical lead 
Dr Greg Hamill said: ‘A� er 
months of expectant waiting, 
it is understandable these new 
cases will add to worries for 
some.

‘While the picture can 
change quickly, we are not 

seeing cases arise ‘wild’ in 
the community when people 
develop symptoms and it is not 
clear where they were exposed 
to the virus. � is gives a better 
chance of limiting any further 
spread. � ank you for under-
standing that no more detail 
can be given about cases while 
ensuring the con� dentiality we 
can all expect if a� ected.

‘Looking at the rise in pos-
itive tests across Scotland, it 
seems certain that more cases 
will come to the island but we 
can have some optimism that 
we are now better prepared 
to meet this challenge. Earlier 
this year the outbreaks on 
Arran were contained with 
little ability to test those 
a� ected. We are now much 
better placed with good access 
to tests, results and a robust 
contact tracing system.

‘All of this emphasises the 

need to keep going with face 
coverings, social distancing 
and hygiene measures. It re-
mans vital to immediately iso-
late, as a household, if anyone 
develops the symptoms below 
and to arrange a test by calling 
01770 601033 to arrange a test. 
Please do not attend without 

an appointment Dr Hamill 
continued: ‘It is also worth 
repeating a message about 
compassion. 

‘� ese are wearying, worry-
ing times as we all try to do 
our best in an ever changing 
situation. It can be all too easy 
to fall into the trap of listening 
to the rumour mill and specu-
lation as cases arise. In other 
areas there have been some 
examples of cruel and insensi-
tive community gossip o� en at 
complete odds with the facts. 
� is can have lasting e� ects on 
those a� ected and their loved 
ones, who may already be 
facing di�  cult times. We must 
recognise that we cannot know 
all the details of cases and that 
the right course is compassion 
and kindness, not judgment.

‘� ank you for all your con-
tinued e� orts and support,’ he 
added.

Dr Greg Hamill.

Lest we forget - even in a pandemic
Determined e� orts were being made this 
week to have Remembrance Day services on 
the island, in recognition of Armistice Day, 
next Sunday.

However, it is clear any war memorial ser-
vices which do go ahead will have to be very 
di� erent from events in more normal times.

However, talks are continuing involving 
North Ayrshire Council, Police Scotland, 
Brodick Improvements Committee and the 
British Legion to � nd a compromise that 
would allow a small event to take place in 
Brodick. 

Other villages, including Corrie and 

Pirnmill, are keeping a close eye on 
developments.

Arran Community Council discussed the 
matter at its meeting on Zoom this week with 
chairman Bill Calderwood commenting: 
‘� ere can be no parade of the Army Cadets 
in Brodick this year but we believe that by 
adhering to social distancing and putting all 
necessary measures in place, a Remembrance 
Day service in some form can go ahead.

‘Rest assured the day will not go unrecog-
nised, he added.

Full details of any services which are going 
ahead will be in next week’s Banner.

Last year’s service at Brodick war memorial. 01_B46remeber06

Open Steak Ciabatta
with Beef Tomato, Lettuce, Caramelised Onion, 
Cheese, Pepper Sauce, & Sea Salt Fries  £10.00

The Douglas 6oz Steak Burger
BBQ Glaze Bacon, Monterey Jack Cheese, lettuce, 
Tomato, Brioche Bun & Sea Salt Fries  £10.00 

The Douglas Veggie Burger (vga)
Sweet Potato, Butternut Squash & Onion Bhaji Burger 
with Lettuce, Tomato, Brioche Bun & Sea Salt Fries  £10.00

Scottish Beer Battered Haddock (gfa)
with Sea Salt Fries, Mushy Peas & Tartare Sauce  £9.50

Scampi 
with Sea Salt Fries, Mushy Peas & Tartare Sauce  £9.00

Indonesian Vegetable Curry (v, vg, df, gf)
served with Basmati Rice  £9.50
ADD Prawn £12.00

Three Cheese Macaroni 
Cheddar, Parmesan & Mozzarella Cheese
served with Salad & Sea Salt Fries  £9.50

Seafood Tagliatelle (gfa) 
Crayfish, Prawns & Hot Smoked Salmon
with Parmesan, Onion & Lemon Cream Sauce  £12.00

Sea Salt Fries (gf/v/vg)  £3.00

Chilli & Parmesan Fries  £3.50

The Douglas Dirty Fries  £4.00 
Cheese & Peppercorn Sauce

The Douglas Loaded Fries  £7.00 
Steak Strips, Peppercorn Sauce & Cheese

  

SIDES

TAKEAWAY MENU

www.thedouglashotel.co.uk

To order, simply:
Phone: 01770 302 968
Email: dine@thedouglashotel.co.uk 

Pre-orders preferred but not essential.  
For any further info - allergens or dietary 
requirements - just get in touch, we are 
more than happy to assist!

Payment taken on collection!
Card payments are preferred.
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Award of Mersey 
contract was fair
CalMac this week defended its 
decision to award a £25 mil-
lion maintenance contract to 
Cammell Laird in Liverpool.

� e ferry operator has used 
the English yard for many years 
but there was criticism in the 
Herald newspaper this week 
that the work had gone south 
rather than to the   Aberdeen-
headquartered Dales Marine 
which has operations in the 
Garvel Dry Dock in Greenock, 
impacting on jobs potential in 
the deprived area.

� e newspaper also claimed 
that the Arran ferries, the 
Caledonian Isles and the Isle 
of Arran, were part of the con-
tract but this was refuted by 
CalMac which said the work 
only covers the Western Isles 
ferries - the Clansman, Loch 
Seaforth, Lord of the Isles, 
Finlaggan and Hebrides. 

No contract has yet been 
awarded for the Caledonian 
Isles re� t next January or the 
Isle of Arran re� t, as the tender 

An image from one of the 
award winning CalMac 
advertising campaigns. 

CalMac campaigns win
top marketing awards
Advertising campaigns 
launched to raise awareness 
of CalMac and to attract 
passengers have landed top 
industry awards for its mar-
keting team.

The ferry operator won gold 
for Every Journey Tells a Story 
and bronze for #SeeUistSoon 
at the Marketing Society Star 
Awards 2020 virtual ceremony 
last week.

Welcoming the awards, 
CalMac head of marketing 
Andrew MacNair said: ‘We are 
absolutely delighted with this 
recognition. I am really happy 
that the team’s hard work 
has been recognised by the 
marketing industry.

‘Using video and attractive 
imagery combined with 
storytelling really helps us to 
promote the beauty of the 
destinations throughout the 
network.

‘These campaigns are 
fantastic examples of the fact 
CalMac is extremely com-
mitted to supporting local 
communities and we look 
forward to working with them 
on future campaigns.’

Working with the Frame 

agency, CalMac’s marketing 
team created Every Journey 
Tells a Story to promote its 
ability to help passengers 
take adventures and create 
special memories. It brought 
to life people’s real stories 
about embarking on a jour-
ney by sea and the emotion 
connected to the locations it 
serves.

CalMac also worked closely 
with Outer Hebrides Tourism 
and Clarion Communications 
to design and launch 
#SeeUistSoon in a bid to 
attract visitors to the Uists.

for those vessels is still being 
evaluated.

CalMac managing director 
Robbie Drummond said: 
‘CalMac has an obligation to 
put contracts out to tender so 
that the process is as fair and 
transparent as possible. 

Awarded
A range of factors, including 

value for money and e�  ciency, 
are always taken into account 
before bids are awarded.

‘We operate a lifeline service 

across the Western Isles and it 
is vital that passengers receive 
the highest standard of service 
possible. 

‘� is includes making sure 
that vessels are maintained to 
a high standard and that the 
likelihood of breakdowns is 
reduced.’

It was the second ferry story 
in two days a� er the Herald 
on Sunday claimed that ferry 
users had joined forces to con-
demn the design of the nation’s 

lifeline ferries saying they are 
too big for the islands they 
serve and are overburdening 
the taxpayer.

� e paper said there were 
growing calls for a shake-up 
over the ferry procurement 
decision making involving the 
nation’s ferries which some 
feel led to the country’s ferry 
building � asco surrounding 
the MV Glen Sannox and her 
sister ship Hull 102, still under 
construction at the Ferguson 
yard in Port Glasgow and not 
now due into service on the 
Arrran route until the spring 
of 2022.

� ey said there has been crit-
icism of the process involving a 
‘closed group’ of Scottish gov-
ernment-controlled bodies - 
Transport Scotland as funders, 
the procuring and ferry 
owning company, Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL), 
and ferry operators CalMac.

 CMAL aware of need to 
invest, see letters page.

CalMac managing director Robbie Drummond.
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Youth group 
to get Co-op 
community 
funding
Arran Youth Foundations 
(AYF) is the latest group to be 
chosen to bene� t from the 
Co-op local community fund.

Graeme Johnston, youth 
work project manager at AYF, 
said: ‘At a time when funds 
for charitable organisations 
are becoming more di�  cult 
to access, we’re incredibly 
grateful for this opportunity 
to make a real di� erence on 
Arran.

‘We are raising funds to 
provide mainland trips 
and Arran activities for the 
island’s young people during 
school holidays including 
paintballing, go-karting, 
abseiling, paragliding and 
gorge-walking. All of this is 
provided free of charge and 
gives youngsters the oppor-
tunity for sport, exercise and 
outdoor education.

‘To help us raise funds, we’ll 
be relying on Co-op shop-
pers. Every time they buy 
Co-op own-brand products 
they get a � ve per cent 
reward for themselves and a 
further one per cent goes to 
local causes like ours.

‘Co-op members can decide 
which local group they 
would like to back by going 
online at www.coop.co.uk/
membership. 

‘We really hope people 
choose to support us.

‘If you’re not a member and 
would like to support us, you 
can join at your local store or 
online at www.coop.co.uk.’

For more information, visit 
www.arranyouthfoundations.
org

Big funding boost for 
Arran’s young people
Young people from Arran led a 
presentation to North Ayrshire 
Council’s cabinet last week 
on behalf of Arran Locality 
Partnership. 

Working with Arran Youth 
Foundations (AYF) and 
Arran High School Parent 
Council, the aim is to provide 
ground-breaking projects that 
contribute to the wellbeing of 
children and young people on 
Arran, speci� cally looking at 
improving mental health and 
well-being services.

At the cabinet meeting 
earlier this month, elected 
members agreed to allocate 
£45,000 from North Ayrshire 
Council’s pioneering commu-
nity investment fund (CIF) to 
help them achieve their goal. 
� is CIF proposal is the � rst 
one to be developed by Arran 
Locality Partnership, which is 
piloting a joint approach with 
the Health and Social Care 
Partnership’s Locality Forum.

Innovative projects
� e money will be used to 

build on innovative projects 
that have already been piloted 
by AYF and the parent council 
which includes the creation 
of a wellbeing centre, family 
therapy sessions, heart start 
training, art therapy and an 
inter-generational project.

In addition to building on 
existing projects, the group 
has plans to use the money 
to develop and deliver new 
activities and opportunities 
including an annual residen-

tial programme for Arran’s 
young people to explore 
mental health and well-being; 
a social club for 18 to 25-year-
olds to support mental health 
and well-being; a physical 
well-being group developed 
by young people; bereavement 
counselling and bereavement 
boxes; crisis services and 
counselling for addictions; 
support to families around 
end of life care; production of a 
pocket guide to mental health 
and self-harm support kits.

� e funding will also sup-
port sta�  and young people 

with training needs with a 
view to building capacity in 
mental health � rst aid, the 
LGBTQI Charter, Winston’s 
Wish bereavement training, 
outdoor activity training such 
as mountain bike leaders and 
more.

Same issues
Member of Arran Youth 

Foundations Abi Traill said: 
‘As young people on the island, 
we have a close view on how 
mental health a� ects us and 
our peers. We face the same 
issues as every young person 
in the country – depression, 

anxiety, suicide and self-harm. 
However, living on an island 
presents its own set of chal-
lenges. � e distance between 
villages o� en makes it harder 
to set up e� ective support sys-
tems for those who desperately 
need it.

‘� is funding will allow so 
many young people to get 
the support they need. And it 
will help to ensure that these 
services are delivered in ways 
that are most e� ective for 
island life.’

Councillor Louise McPhater, 
cabinet member for commu-

nities, said: ‘� e Community 
Investment Fund is a brilliant 
opportunity for us to � nd out 
what really matters within our 
communities so we can fairly 
allocate funding.

‘We recently agreed the 
community asset transfer 
of the youth centre based at 
Arran High School to Arran 
Youth Foundations and we are 
delighted to be able to further 
support them and Arran High 
School Parent Council in 
their commitment to meeting 
the needs of young people on 
Arran.’

The Arran 
Youth 
Foundations 
base in 
Lamlash. 

01_B12youth01

Anxious or stressed because of the current pandemic? 

Worried about your family or friends? 

Trouble sleeping? 

Call the Arran Ear to speak with a 

dedicated listener. 

01234 567 8900

If you are feeling isolated 
or anxious, call the  
ARRAN EAR to 
speak with a 
friendly local 
listener in 
conÞdence   

01770 649 505

ARRAN EAR to 

01770 649 505

 Supported by

Call any day between 9am & 5pm

All it costs you is a local call
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New project aims to aid islands recovery
North Ayrshire Council is 
poised to collaborate with 
the Scottish Government 
and Highland and Islands 
Enterprise on an exciting pro-
ject which aims to breathe new 
life into its island communities.

�e innovative scheme, 
approved by councillors at a 
recent cabinet meeting, will 
see the three organisations 
join forces to trial new ways 
of working in partnership 
with island communities and 
businesses on both Arran 
and Cumbrae, to support the 
implementation of the Islands 
(Scotland) Act 2018 and the 
National Islands Plan, whilst 
supporting green economic 
recovery in light of Covid-19.

While both islands are 
popular with visitors for their 
natural beauty, islanders are 
faced with the challenges of 
geographical remoteness, poor 
connectivity and other demo-
graphic issues.

�e challenges faced by 
Arran and Cumbrae residents 
have been particularly high-
lighted in recent months dur-
ing the Covid-19 public health 
crisis, with both communities 
heavily reliant on ferry cross-
ings and tourism which have 
been badly a�ected.

�e Islands Recovery and 
Renewal pilot project will 
aim to support an inclusive 
and green economic recovery 
and renewal of both island 
communities in line with their 
speci�c needs.

A key part of the pilot will 
also be to strengthen the island 
voice and work with national 
and local government to en-
sure islanders are at the heart 
of any new approach.

�e total proposed cost of the 
project is £250,000 which will 
be co-funded by the Scottish 
government, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and North 
Ayrshire Council, which will 
contribute £130,000 towards 
the pilot.

Councillor Alex Gallagher, 
cabinet member for post-Cov-
id renewal and the islands, 
said: ‘Covid has really high-
lighted the unique issues 
facing our island communities 
and how fragile their econo-
mies are, even compared to 
North Ayrshire or Scotland as 
a whole.

‘Both Arran and Cumbrae 
have been hit disproportion-
ately hard by the pandemic 
having to cope with reduced 
ferry capacity for the trans-
portation of goods, services 
and visitors, and accessing 
essential services.

‘�e drop-o� in visitor 
numbers has been particularly 
challenging, with tourism 
playing a huge part of the 
island economies.

‘I am determined that we will 
work with our island commu-
nities to deliver the services 
they need. �at’s why, over the 
course of the past few months, 
we have worked closely with 
the island communities to 
support their recovery and 
renewal, and identify targeted 
support measures.

Next step
‘�is pilot project will take us 

on the next step of that journey 
to help the economies of Arran 
and Cumbrae �nd a new, long-
term sustainable way forward.’

�e Islands Recovery and 
Renewal pilot project will 
see focused resources put 
in place to trial new ways of 
local government, community 
planning partners, national 
government and government 
agencies working in partner-
ship with island communities 
and businesses to support the 
implementation of the Islands 
(Scotland) Act 2018 and the 
National Islands Plan.

�e aim will be to tackle 
long-standing issues relating 
to island communities includ-
ing economic activity and re-
silience, demographics, health 
and wellbeing, education and 

skills, housing, transport, dig-
ital connectivity, fuel poverty, 
human rights, and climate 
change and biodiversity.

�e project will be aligned 
to the delivery of Community 
Wealth Building and will en-
able actions from the Tourism 

Taskforce to be delivered at a 
local level. 

It will also promote the 
Scottish Rural Network at 
a local level, with a view 
to elevating rural policy 
and good practice on both 
island communities, and 

rural mainland communities. 
Speci�c focus would be given 
to support the recovery and 
renewal of the islands from the 
social and economic impact 
of Covid-19, and to maximise 
the support available for island 
communities.

Consultation has taken 
place with local stakeholders, 
community representatives 
and businesses on each island 
including the Arran Locality 
Partnership, the Arran 
Recovery Group and Cumbrae 
representatives.

Arran MSP welcomes smoke alarm delay
Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson has welcomed the news that new 
legislation which requires all homes in Scotland to have inter-
linked smoke and carbon monoxide alarms will be delayed until 
February 2022, as reported in last week’s Banner.

Agreed cross-party in January 2019, new measures were 
meant to be in place by February next year. However, those to 
whom the measures apply had little or no notice of the new 
regulations or the timescale for their implementation.

Following concerns raised by numerous constituents, many 
from Arran, last week Mr Gibson had contacted the housing 
minister Kevin Stewart asking that the deadline be extended, 
and this he has now agreed to do.

It means implementation of the new regulations, which ex-
tend the standard that currently applies to private rented prop-
erty and new-builds to all homes in Scotland, will be moved to 
February 2022.

The Scottish Government has already made over £15 million 
of loan funding available for social landlords to procure and 
install the necessary alarms to ensure their tenants are safe, and 
feel safe, in their homes. 

Column sponsored by Safer Scotland

Enjoy 
reworks safely. Visit �rescotland.gov.uk
To report the misuse of 
reworks anonymously  

call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Remember, remember... 
the impact of �reworks
With Bon
re Night approaching and many 
events cancelled, if you are planning a private 

reworks display at home this year, it’s 
important that you know how to keep you  
and your family safe. Make sure you know  
the risks, alongside the fun and enjoyment:

1.  Check the latest Scottish Government 
guidance on meeting up with other 
households outdoors on gov.scot/
friendsandfamily

2.  Ensure you know what 
reworks are suitable 
for private use, dependent on the size of 
your garden – visit �rescotland.gov.uk

3.  Always follow the 
reworks code and read 

reworks instructions before use

Whilst 
reworks are spectacular, they can raise 
background noise levels by up to 120 decibels, 
affecting the wellbeing of those with noise 
sensitivity. The loud bangs, lights and strong 
smells of 
reworks can be challenging for 
autistic people and pet owners know only too 
well the distress it can cause to animals.

More often than not, it’s children rather than 
adults who are injured by 
reworks. 

During the bon
re season last year, 85%  
of all 
rework injuries treated at emergency 
departments happened at informal private 
displays. Over half of those requiring treatment 
were children.

Deputy Assistant Chief Of
cer Alasdair Perry, 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service’s Head of 
Prevention and Protection, said:

“First and foremost we would urge all of  
our communities to follow the advice and 
guidelines around social distancing to help  
stop the spread of COVID-19.

“We know this means that people may consider 
hosting their own events this year but we 
would urge caution around doing so because 
every year people are injured by �reworks  
and admitted to hospital - and children are 
particularly at risk.

“We are therefore strongly encouraging  
anyone who does wish to host a private event 
to reduce the risk by ensuring to familiarise 
themselves with our �rework code and �re 
safety guidance. Do not take risks because  
the consequences can be devastating.”
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Thought for the week

Reserved ticket take-up
Sir,
I refer to the Arran Community Survey in the 
Banner last week.

Have I got this right? On the recommendation 
of the Arran Ferry Committee, CalMac has  
been reserving approximately 60 passenger tick-
ets on every sailing each way since about July. 
� ese passenger tickets, I am led to believe, were 
to be kept for local people who had last minute 
hospital appointments or other equally serious 
last-minute reasons for travel.

� Did CalMac ever notify the travelling public 
about this praiseworthy service on its website?

� Has this availability of passenger tickets been 
advertised anywhere?

� What has been the percentage uptake of this 
service?

If the uptake has been very low, which I 
would suggest is the case, what steps are being 
taken to re-allocate some of these places for 
tourism which will help the local economy and 
employment?

Yours,
Alastair Bilsland,
Brodick.

CMAL aware of need to invest
Sir,
J Patrick Maclean’s claim that the ‘Scottish 
Government throws unlimited amounts of 
money at CMAL’ is fanciful, Letters, Arran 
Banner, October 16.

CMAL must apply for its funding from the 
Scottish Government every year. Bids are based 
on informed projections for work to be delivered 
during the � nancial year. Vessel and harbour 
projects are prioritised according to need. 
Priorities are made across the public sector and 
we understand transport needs are balanced 
against that of education, health, justice.

I am aware of the need to invest in ferry and 
harbour infrastructure and to reduce the average 
age of our vessel � eet. No one at CMAL needs 
to be reminded. Our people are professionally 
quali� ed and experienced maritime engineers, 
naval architects, shipbuilders. We understand 
the need for ongoing investment and innovation 
to protect, enhance and upgrade infrastructure. 
Our current three-year plan has ambitious plans 
to address vessel and harbour improvements. 
Plans that are, of course, dependent on funding.

All options for vessel type will be considered. 
It is important for communities to understand 
that options are based on multiple variable 

factors: passenger and freight demand now and 
future projections, comfort, safety, reliability, 
sustainability, e�  ciency, cost – to name a few. 
An important factor in all vessel choice for the 
Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Service is compatibil-
ity with speci� c routes, as well as � exibility to 
meet vessel redeployment needs across the net-
work. CMAL has a critical part to play in carbon 
emission reductions and green technology must 
be integrated with vessel design to help address 
the climate emergency. CalMac and Transport 
Scotland have operational and policy require-
ments too.

Decisions are in� uenced and driven by these 
various factors and vessel choice is not decided 
by CMAL alone. � e decision to commission 
two 102-metre dual fuel vessels for the Arran 
and Skye triangle routes was made jointly based 
on the requirements speci� ed at the time. Once 
delivered, we’re con� dent they will provide an 
e� ective service.

Lifeline ferry services are critical. People are, 
rightly, passionate and vocal about current 
and future infrastructure. Opinions are always 
welcome, but it is important to understand the 
myriad of considerations that drive and in� u-
ence decisions.

Yours,
Kevin Hobbs,
Chief Executive,
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL),
Port Glasgow.

Where is cost analysis?
Sir,
We have an opportunity once again to consider 
a proposal by the ‘Scottish’ Salmon Company 
(SSC), now owned by the Faroese Bakkafrost, to 
install an industrial open cage salmon-farming 
complex o�  our north east coast.

Although slimmed down in size, most other 
key elements of the proposal remain the same, 
with the exception of the feed-barge which 
contains accommodation, galley and an 
operations hub. Gone are the ‘revolutionary 
innovations’.   E�  uent output is now reduced 
to the equivalent of a town of 6,000 people. 
Interestingly, the site area is little changed, 
which might present the opportunity to grow 
capacity to the original 5,000 tonne proposal at 
a future point.

But what about the economics which for some 
might be an inducement? It is quite clear that 
open cage aquaculture, as practised in Scotland, 
can be harmful and intrusive to the inshore 
marine environment but how do you assess 

the impact of this versus the positive economic 
contribution?

Under circumstances such as these, econo-
mists typically like to use ‘cost bene� t analysis’ 
in order to weigh up a proposal and present a 
clear and reasoned basis to aid decision making, 
a boon one might imagine if you were interested 
in winning the support of island residents and 
the wider North Ayrshire community.

Alas, in scrutinising the 40-page submission to 
NAC planners’ social and economic impacts of 
the SSC North Arran aquaculture development’ 
we see no such analysis. In fact, the document, 
in spite of it being compiled by two economists, 
makes no numerical attempt to present any 
impact on Arran’s existing economy and as for 
local economic ‘bene� t’ there is mention of a 
sta�  requirement of up to six individuals but 
most likely sourced from existing mainland 
bases. What is presented is a rather di�  cult to 
substantiate discussion of ‘value chains’, ‘OPEX’ 
and ‘CAPEX’.

However, in the absence of any sensible and 
objective approach to what we might gain 
versus what this might cost, we can apply some 
common sense of our own.  

We know the island attracts in excess of 
400,000 visitors a year delivering more than 
£60million of revenue, which supports very 
signi� cant round-the-year employment plus 
seasonal employment, as well as providing the 
basis for support of the island’s essential public, 
health and infrastructure services.

What is the likely economic impact of under-
mining the reputation of the island as a clean, 
wild and beautiful location by association with 
the proposed environmental intrusion and 
pollution? 

Just � ve per cent loss of opportunity would 
amount to £3,000,000/annum – which by com-
parison to the mention of six jobs-equivalent 
to be based elsewhere looks to be a deal � rmly 
weighed in favour of Bakkafrost.  

Perhaps that’s why there is no ‘cost bene� t 
analysis’ presented?

Yours,
Rob Cowieson,
Whiting Bay.

‘Love your enemies and do good, and lend 
expecting nothing in return, and your 
reward will be great.’ Luke 6: 35

End of an era
The loss of Arran’s local post service is to 
be lamented.

It is the end of an era and something 
that will be looked back on with nostalgia 
to a time when the world was simpler and 
letters would � y around the island with 
hardly even a proper address.

Of course times change and all things 
must progress. However we are strug-
gling to � nd progress in a new system 
which seems to add time and e� ort into a 
process which appeared, on the face of it, 
to work pretty well.

It seems to us that even if just some 
of the letters which were to stay on the 
island remained, and were processed on 
the island, there would be less work for 
everyone.

And to end the local service without 
even an attempt at consultation with the 
island residents smacks of a disregard for 
the will of the people.

Yes, the importance and volume of 
letters has diminished over the years 
with new and more modern ways of 
communication, but online shopping 
has also given a big boost to parts of the 
Royal Mail service.

Arran residents certainly demand an 
explanation as to why Royal Mail have 
taken this sudden act and we hope that 
the community council can get some 
straight answers when they take the 
bosses to task.

The Brodick postmark, around for more 
than 200 years, has already gone, now it is 
the Arran-only postal service. Soon there 
will be no tradition left at all.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair 
and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes happen from time to time. If you 
think we have made a signi�cant mistake and you wish to discuss this 
with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three 
methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve 
your issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. However, if 
you are unsatis�ed with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter, by emailing: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although these details can be withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, should also be included. Anonymous letters 
will not be considered.  Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if they 
have a name, full address and phone number.

PRESSPOLICY

CONTACTUS
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 
8AJ. Phone: 01770 302142
News editor: Hugh Boag: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter: Colin Smeeton: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising: Cecilia Paul: 
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head o�ce: Wyvex Media, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB.

Caravan roof lifted o� by air ambulance
�e roof of a static caravan 
was partially li�ed o� by 
the downwash of a medivac 
helicopter as a patient was 
being airli�ed from Arran.

�e incident happened as 
the air ambulance helicopter 
with two crew on board was 
li�ing o� from Sandbraes 
Park in Whiting Bay. �ere 
were no injuries in the 
incident which happened 
shortly before 1pm on May 
4.

However in a report 
into the incident, the UK 
Department for Transport’s 
Air Accidents Investigation 
Branch (AAIB) warned: 
‘�e accident demonstrates 
the potential for downwash 
to cause damage during 
helicopter operations.’

�e AAIB said the cara-
van was ‘close to, but not 
immediately next to the 
landing site’, which is also 
used by the search and res-
cue Coastguard helicopter 
and occasionally military 
helicopters. 

�e landing site is across 
the road from the Sandbraes 
Holiday Park, but it is not 
clear if the caravan was in 
the park or elsewhere near-

by. Its report into the incident 
said: ‘�e managers of the 
playing �elds were unaware of 
any previous incidents associ-
ated with its use as a helicopter 
landing site.’

Height
�e AAIB said the aircra� 

reached a height of 210� – its 
Take-o� Decision Point (TDP) 
– over the western edge of the 
landing site before it started to 
�y east.

Its report stated: ‘Witnesses 
report that as the helicopter 
increased power to transition 
away, part of the roof of a 
static caravan parked near the 

landing site to the west li�ed, 
allowing some of the insula-
tion underneath to be blown 
out.

‘�e position of the helicop-
ter at the time as it transitioned 
into forward �ight, combined 
with the associated increase 
in applied power, resulted in 
su�cient downwash a�ecting 
the caravan roof to partially 
li� it.

‘It was not possible to ascer-
tain the condition of the roof 
before the incident and this 
may have been a contributing 
factor.

‘�e operator had also 

surveyed the site as part of 
its operating procedures 
and had not identi�ed the 
caravans as being an issue.

‘As a result of the incident, 
it was however able to adjust 
the TDP to a lower height 
– than 210� – to reduce the 
area a�ected by downwash 
for future �ights.

‘It is important operators 
remain aware of the poten-
tial for damage that may be 
caused beyond the landing 
site and ensure their proce-
dures and choice of location 
take this into account,’ the 
report concluded.

Sandbraes Park where the helicopter took o� from. 01_B43sandbraes01

Arran solicitors 
sign up for Will Aid
Solicitors on Arran are urging 
people to take advantage of a 
charity will-writing scheme 
a�er a soaring demand for 
wills in the wake of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Dozens of legal �rms in 
the region have signed up to 
take part in Will Aid, which 
o�cially launched this month, 
to help meet local need. �ey 
include Jas Campbell & Co 
WS in Brodick, the highest 
donating �rm in the area last 
year, which has signed up for 
its eighth campaign.

�e initiative helps people 
prepare their will with a 
professional during November 
in exchange for a voluntary 
donation to Will Aid.

During Will Aid, which 
takes place across the country 
during November, legal �rms 
across the region give up some 
of their time in return for a 
voluntary donation which is 
then split between nine of the 
UK’s best-loved charities.

�e suggested voluntary 
donation for your basic Will 
Aid will is £100 for a single 
will and £180 for a pair of 
mirror wills.

To book your appointment 
and for more information visit 
www.willaid.org.uk



When it comes to our homes and all 
things related to property, one thing 
is for sure: the Covid-19 crisis means 
it is time for a huge 
reassessment.
 Who on earth would 
have thought that 
2020 would have 
turned out the way it 
has? The uncertainty 
and unchartered 
territory we now find 
ourselves in has made 
us all rethink our day-
to-day lives, especially 
how and where we live 
and work.
Never, in our lifetimes, 
have our homes played such an impor-
tant role in our financial, physical and 
social well-being.
Families in flats or with small gardens 
want to move to more spacious prop-
erties, or make the most of what space 
they have; home-aloners want to live 
nearer to family or in towns and villages. 
Lots of us realise that we need to do 
some serious rethinking about what we 
need and how we will achieve this both 
practically and financially.
Or do we just need to ‘reinvent the 
wheel?’
Think about it: the home and property 
model for the second half of the 20th 
century still dominates – but the mum 
and dad and their 2.4 kids in a ‘nuclear 
family’ unit is not a comfortable fit as 
the 21st century unfolds.
The ‘blended’ family of yours, mine and 

ours, the soaring 
price of property and 
care of the elderly all hark 
back to earlier times.  
Family homes were al-
ways multi-generational; 
Victorian and Edwardian 
epidemics, pandemics, 
the heavy loss of lives in 
wars meant households 
included a grandparent 
or two, widowed uncle, 
spinster aunt and the 
occasional orphaned 
sibling, along with chil-

dren living at home until they married or 
saved enough for a home.  Take a look at 
the size of the Victorian villas in our major 
towns and the old farmhouses; they were 
built to be full of people.
And the majority of the West Highlands 
worked from home – only back then 
it was crofts or weaving. The idea of 
‘tele-crofting’ popular 20 or so years 
ago suddenly makes sense. Only this 
time the byres will be offices, and work-
shops and studios will be alongside the 
remaining weaving sheds.
Looking at housing needs across soci-
ety, and a couple of centuries, makes 
our own, new circumstances seem less 
daunting. We have faced major changes 
before and it has all worked out fine - 
so don’t let uncertainty stop you from 
living your best possible life in the best 
possible home.

Rethink
 RELOCATE OR RENOVATE?

We have faced 
major changes 
before and it has 
all worked out 
� ne - so don’t let 
uncertainty stop 
you from living 
your best possible 
life in the best 
possible home.’

"one"
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Tel 302249/302550 M 07711052071

SKIP HIRE

3.5 tonne excavator available to hire

A McKelvie Contractors, Brodick
est 1910

Friendly  Reliable Service

est 1910

All types of joinery work undertaken

KITCHENS   WINDOWS   ROOFWORK

W. Currie Joinery, 
Lamlash, Isle of Arran.

Tel/Fax: 01770 600770 Mobile: 07760460420

email: curriejoinery@aol.com



Relocate
After coming to a screeching halt when the Covid 
crisis began, the property market is back in action
This has been a tricky year for the number crunchers who 
analyse the property market.
The  latest provisional statistics from the UK House Price 
Index, published at the start of October, show that the av-
erage price  of a property in Scotland in July 2020 was 
£155,335, an increase of 0.4 per cent on July 2019.
The volume of residential sales in Scotland in  May 
2020 was 3,085, a decrease of 67.7 per cent on the original 
provisional estimate for May 2019. 
This compares with a decrease of 56.1 per cent in England, 
60.4 per cent in Wales, and 68.3 per cent in Northern 
Ireland.
Commenting on the volume of sales across Scotland, 
Janet Egdell, at Registers of Scotland, said: ‘These � gures 
clearly show the ongoing impact on housing market ac-
tivity of the measures introduced to tackle the pandemic. 
The government guidance at the time was for housing 
transactions to be postponed and rescheduled wherever 
possible. 
‘Throughout this period Registers of Scotland delivered 
a range of digital solutions to support those transactions 
that could go ahead safely while adhering to government 
guidance.
‘In subsequent months we have seen a signi� cant amount 
of this delayed activity come through for registration.’
In Scotland, detached properties showed the largest 
increase, rising by 1.9 per cent in the year to July 2020 to 
£271,709. Flats showed a decrease, falling by 0.8 per cent 
in the year to July 2020 to £110,851.
Average price increases were recorded in the majority of 
local authorities, when comparing prices with the previ-
ous year. 
Across the UK, residential property transactions rose 15.6 
per cent in August following introduction of the stamp 
duty holiday.
Figures from the Building Societies Association show that 
there has been a marked uplift in the number of people, 
who say that now is a good time to buy a property: 37 per 
cent in September compared to 25 per cent in June. 

A good time 
to buy and 
sell: house 
sales are 
moving again
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Arran Estate Agents
Arran Estate Agents is your only 
locally based agency employing a 
team of experienced sta�  who will 
help you � nd, or sell, your home. 
In these extraordinary times, we 
continue to work hard allowing 
buyers and sellers to conclude 
sales in a timely manner – using our 
‘island’ wisdom and knowledge - let 
us take the strain. Tel: 01770 302310

John Lamb Architect
John Lamb Architect's aim is to 
exceed their clients' aspirations 
through imaginative, sustainable, 
cost-e� ective architecture which 
responds to its surroundings and the 
needs of its users. They undertake 
projects throughout the West of 
Scotland, including the Isle of Arran 
where we have been involved 
in working with clients on many 
acclaimed designs. Tel: 0141 644 2777

A.McKelvie
A.McKelvie is a long established 
family business (est 1910) and has 
been providing a friendly, reliable 
skip hire service for the last 15 years 
to individuals, local tradesmen and 
mainland companies. In addition, we 
also undertake timber haulage with 
our Hiab/crane lorries. Our experience 
and local knowledge ensures we 
provide a top quality service. Get in 
touch on 01770 302249/302550 or 



It is a huge decision to make: renovate or re-
locate is a tough one so make sure you have 
expert advice – time to call on a �nancial 
planner, estate agent, architects and build-
ers to get all the information you need.
Then it is decision time.

COST
• Renovating will cost far less than moving.
• Depending on the age/ condition of your home and 

what you find when you start to rip it apart, moving 
could cost less.

WE KNOW WHAT WE WANT
• So why not stay put and create just that?
• A quick look at properties for sale might show you things 

you want just as much – if not more!
• What you create through renovation might mean you 

miss out on other desirable features in a new home.
• Time to study the market and consider the trade-offs.

WE WANT NEW!
• A new-build has heating systems, wireless technology 

and lighting systems, state-of-the-art kitchens, bath-
rooms, bi-fold windows and doors – you name it! 

• Installing those during a renovation could push you way 
over budget. 

WE LIKE IT HERE
• We know and like the place and the kids are thriving at 

school.
• A move doesn’t have to be across the country, your new 

dream home could be two streets or two miles away. 
• Is it time to look closely at properties for sale on your 

doorstep?

�e Arran Banner
Friday 30 October 202010  FEATURE

Stay or go
Should we stay or should 
we go – it’s your move

MBS

A FRESH START
• Sometimes you know when you need to move. 
• Do you need to downsize or upsize beyond your home’s 

capabilities? 
• Garden to big or too small? 
• Best time to move: kids starting primary or moving to 

high school or university?
• Empty nesting or new baby, kids back home to save for 

mortgage? Older parent coming to stay?
• Working from home/staring a business/ turning free-

lance needs more space.
• Only a new property can cope with this stage of your 

family life, unless you are prepared to renovate from the 
ground up – or you have enough land to build a smaller, 
separate property alongside.

TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION
• Will your renovation mean life in an onsite caravan or renting?  
• Wouldn’t relocation just be so much simpler and less 

hassle right now?
. . . . . and always remember what your granny said: ‘what’s 
for you will not go by you!’

01770 302310 sales@arranestateagents.co.uk

More than 30 years of invaluable
local knowledge

Transparent, all inclusive
and competitive fees

ARRAN’S ONLY LOCAL ESTATE AGENCY
LOCAL KNOWLEGE, WITH WORLDWIDE REACH

IF YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT A MOVE
PLEASE GIVE OUR FRIENDLY TEAM A CALL



� e Arran Banner
Friday 30 October 2020 FEATURE  11

Nearly 
half of us 
want to 
renovate

John Robertson & Sons
If you have always dreamt of building 
your own home to speci� cations 
that are perfect for you and your 
family, John Robertson & Sons can 
make this happen! There are 2 plots 
remaining - all workmanship from the 
foundations to the roof are carried out 
to the highest standards. Tel: 01770 
860243 or 07795 548204 or email 
john.robertson2@btconnect.com

M West Flooring
The team at MWest Flooring have 
all the skills and expertise to provide 
the perfect � nish for your � oor, in 
any type you desire; wood, tiles, 
carpet or laminate – you name it! 
They also stock a range of blinds. 
You might not know that they also 
� t full bathroom suites to give you 
the bathroom of your dreams! 
Visit the showroom in Brodick. 
www.mwest� ooring.co.uk

M.B.S.
At M.B.S. we o� er a huge range 
of products including building 
supplies, roo� ng materials, 
plumbing, electricals, � ooring, 
ironmongery, paint – even plants 
for the garden! Everything you 
need for a renovation, upgrade 
or completely new build. Free 
delivery island-wide on orders 
over £25. Tel: 01770 700202. Visit 
www.mbsarran.co.uk

Online services to the rescue
The online eDevelopment.scot – homepage of 
the Scotland-wide system for making appli-
cations online has come into its own during 
the present Covid crisis. It links to your local 
council and has downloadable user guides plus 
a technical support desk.
New builds and larger projects need permission 
granted via local councils and they have risen to 
the challenge.

North Ayrshire Council reminds people on Arran 
that Cunninghame House, home to its planning 
and building standards services, remains closed to 
the public and staff are working from home.   

‘Please do not visit Cunninghame House as you 
will not be given access,’ said a spokesperson.

Posting a letter, document or paper planning 
application to Cunninghame House will result in 
delay, the council advises. The preferred way to 
make a planning application is via its online portal 
or by emailing eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 

Officers are now able to undertake site visits 
to  most  outdoor locations, subject to social 
distancing measures being  practical and safe. If 
an officer is unable to visit, you will be asked to 
provide photographs. 

Back in March the Minister for Local Government, 
Housing and Planning, Kevin Stewart MSP, wrote 
to local councils at the start of the Covid outbreak, 
giving additional guidance on the duration of 
building warrants, extending the validity and de-
termination of application – refusal and deemed 
refusals. 

Local authorities are responsible for granting 
permission for work to be done with building war-
rants and for a completed building to be occupied 
by issuing a completion certificate.

His guidance was to ensure that where work was 
paused as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic that 
applicants would not be disadvantaged through 
the expiry of their building warrant.

‘I appreciate that granting an extension to a build-
ing warrant requires further work and as a result a 
fee is normally charged,’ he said.

‘However, at this time it is important that the fee 
does not prevent contractors getting back to work 
in a safe and responsible manner in order to com-
plete works for applicants.’

He called for councils to use their discretion, par-
ticularly for small works that were halted by the 
pandemic.

This guidance specifically addresses small works 
including those to existing homes and business 
premises and where delays to the completion of 
works have been caused by the pause in construc-
tion due to the pandemic.

This timescale allows for any work that was paused 
due to the pandemic to have restarted and any 
necessary extension warrant to have been applied 
for; the original extension was until the end of this 
month (October), but expect to see further exten-
sions and always check with council departments 
before proceeding.
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Zoom into 
mountain festival 
annual meeting
Like many other events up and 
down the country, what would 
have been the 14th consecutive 
year of Arran Mountain 
Festival had to be cancelled 
in May due to restrictions 
imposed to combat the spread 
of Covid 19.

As is usual at this time of 
year, the organising committee 
gather for the annual general 
meeting to re�ect on the pre-
vious year and to look ahead 
to the coming festival on the 
weekend of May 14 to 17 2021.

�e committee invites you 
to join the meeting to �nd out 
how you can get involved in 
this popular annual festival, 
be it as a participant, walk 
leader, committee member or 
sponsor.

Due to Covid restrictions 
the agm is behind held via 
Zoom this year on Tuesday 
November 3 at 6.30pm. To be 
able to take part, please regis-
ter via the AMF Facebook page 
or AMF website.

Chairman Jackie Kemp 
said: ‘At AMF we feel that it 
is important to promote that 
the festival is a wholly com-
munity based, volunteer led 
organisation.’

Trust’s wipeout work 
under way on Arran
�e National Trust for 
Scotland’s nationwide e�ort 
to eradicate invasive plants has 
come to Brodick Country Park 
this autumn.

A team of contractors is  
removing rhododendron 
ponticum, a non-native species 
which has been causing prob-
lems on the historic estate, 
crowding out other plant 
species and spreading plant 
disease.

�e removal work is part 
of the conservation charity’s 
Project Wipeout, a push to 
eradicate invasive plants  
including Japanese knotweed, 
American skunk cabbage and 
rhododendron ponticum at 
a number of its sites across 
Scotland.

�e project is funded by the 
players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery, the Nature Scot 
Biodiversity Challenge Fund 
and Baillie Gi�ord.

Work initially will focus on 

the western half of Brodick 
Country Park and it is hoped it 
will give native woodland �ora 
the chance to �ourish once 
again.

Tim Keyworth, acting op-
erations manager at Brodick 
Castle and Country Park said: 
‘Brodick Castle is well known 
for its fantastic rhododendron 

collection and we have many 
beautiful varieties to enjoy 
in the gardens and grounds. 
But unfortunately, ponticum, 
although pretty, brings with 

it a host of problems so by 
removing it, we are doing our 
bit for Arran’s natural habitats 
and giving its beautiful native 
�ora the chance to �ourish, 
bene�tting our biodiversity 
and the island’s wildlife.’

Will Humpington from 
People’s Postcode Lottery said: 
‘It’s great to hear this impor-
tant project to protect Arran’s 
natural heritage is getting 
under way and we are pleased  
players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery are playing their part 
in making it happen.’

Project Wipeout covers 
National Trust for Scotland 
sites spanning Scotland from 
Torridon in the North West 
Highlands to Culzean Country 
Park in Ayrshire.

The entrance to the rhodo-
dendron walk at Brodick 
Country Park. 01_B44castle01
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MP Brian Wilson unveils a plaque at the o�cial opening of the Arran Learning Centre 
in Lamlash as other guests look on. The centre is a partnership between North Ayrshire 
Council, James Watt College and Argyll College and should open up a new range of learning 
opportunities on Arran. 01_B44tweY01

THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday October 20, 2000

Ten Arran youngsters left the island last Monday, under the tutelage of bagpiper Niall 
MacDonald, for a week of intensive instruction at the Glasgow Piping Centre. They are, 
left to right: Fraser Macdonald, James Turnbull, Keir Murdo, Tom Wheeler, Calum  Gilmour, 
Ross Marshall, Niall MacDonald, James Thomson, Sandy Kerr, Sam Wheeler and Seonaid 
Anderson. 01_B44tweY02

Lucky �rst prizewinners of the Whiting Bay Improvement 
Association grand draw last week were Jimmy and Ann 
Gibson of Lamlash who won a three-day holiday in New York 
with VIP �ights from Glasgow. 01_B44tweY06

The new owners at Murchies Stores in Lamlash are Alex and 
Marion Kelso who have come from Stewarton to take over 
the shop. 01_B44tweY03

Four generations of the Munro family met at the Kinloch Hotel recently to mark the diamond wedding of George and Winnie Munro of Pirnmill.  01_B44tweY04 and 01_B44tweY05

George and Winnie Munro.
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EVERY DAY
Eco Savvy and Co-op food 
share at Big Co, Brodick and 
Lamlash 8.15pm

WHAT’S ON 
WANTED
VINYL RECORDS - Good 
and accurate prices paid for 
well looked a� er records
No classical or easy listening
All other genres considered
Contact Jamie on 07983624634
Or 01770600969 

PRIVATE SALES

The Arran Team
We currently have Full and Part Time Permanent 

vacancies for Property Management Administrators 
in our Arran offi  ce 

This excellent position involves liaising with our friendly cottage 
owners, customers, caretakers & local tradesmen to ensure we 

deliver a professional, effi  cient and quality sales and support 
service. The ability to assist with all administration within the 

offi  ce on a day to day basis is required to ensure that our 
Property Management Services are met.

Full and Part time hours available
Salary: £9.40 per hour

Requirements: 
Must live on Arran.  Basic IT skills and Driving licence essential.
Please send a copy of your CV to Julie.hanslip@awaze.co.uk

Closing date 14th November

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may 
be examined online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk.
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 20.11.20. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 

REGULATION 20(1)
20/00921/PP; Site To North Of Doonhill (Plot 7), Harbour View, 
Blackwaterfoot, Isle Of Arran; Amendment to planning approval 
N/11/00776/PP to amend house type on plot 7.
20/00925/PP; Apartments 3, 4 And 5, Kildonan Hotel, Kildonan, Isle Of 
Arran; Change of use of three managed letting apartments to three self 
contained private apartments.
20/00932/PP; Corriecravie Garage, Sliddery, Brodick, 
Isle Of Arran; Erection of detached dwelling house  
and associated services.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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Arran Mountain Festival AGM 
Tuesday 3rd November 6.30pm

Online Event – register via AMF Facebook or AMF 
website: www.arranmountainfestival.co.uk

14 – 17 May 2021

The Lochranza and Catacol Community 
Association (LCCA) are currently engaged 

in a clean up operation of the 
Lochranza Castle Spit. 

If you own a boat or trailer which is beyond 
redemption and has been abandoned on the spit 

or in the immediate area of the spit, 
we would like it removed as soon as possible.

If you have any queries please contact 830362

Shiskine Hall
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

(Community SCIO) SC048565

Annual General 
Meeting

Wednesday 18th  
November 2020  7.30pm 

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, the 
AGM will be held on Zoom. All 

members will be emailed the link 
prior to the meeting. Anyone else 

wishing to participate should 
email Sheila Gilmore 

mumandbutton@hotmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS PUBLIC NOTICES

RECRUITMENT

PERSONAL NOTICE

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

CRAFTS WORKSHOP

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

SELF STORAGE

PROPERTY

Happy Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary.

Heather 
and 

Jackie.

With lots of 
love from all 
of the family 

xx.
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Last chance to see scarecrow display

A wee green-haired friend. 

Shiskine Golf Club
� ursday October 22, Shiskine 
Ladies Away Gol� ng Society 
at Machrie Bay Golf Club, 
singles 9 holes. 1 and scratch 
Alice Anderson 42-9=33; 2 
Pat Adamson nett 37;  3 Jenni 
Turnbull 47-9=38

Team Tri-Am: 1 Alice 
Anderson, Elizabeth Kelso, 
Esther Henderson 70; 2 Jenni 
Turnbull, Marlene Waudby, 
Clare Buchanan (ghost!) 73.

Sunday October 35, gents 
Sunday Stableford: 1st Class: 
1 S Kerr 25pts BIH; 2 P Betley 
21pts BIH; 3 Wm Kelso 21pts. 
2nd Class: 1 R Waine 25pts; 2 
Q Oliver 23pts; 3 T Ellis 21pts.

Lamlash Golf Club
� ursday October 22, back 
nine medal. 1 Derek Harrison 
41-10.5=30.5; 2 Ian Bremner 
37-4=33. Best scratch: Iain 
Murchie, 36. Overall winner of 
front/back 9 Derek Harrison 
32.5+30.5=63; runner up Iain 
Murchie 34.5+33.5=67

Sunday October 25 - Winter 
Stableford. 1   Ian Bremner 

34pts; 2 Derek Harrison 33 pts.
Best scratch: Ian Bremner 26 
points to Stableford no 2s.

Fixtures: Sunday November 
1, Winter League at Machrie  - 
team game Lamlash v Whiting 
Bay 11.50am start. No medal at 
Lamlash. � ursday November 
5, Yellow Medal, draw at 11am.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday October 25, yellow tees 
sweep. A total of 21 played and 
returned a set of scores that 
de� ed the blustery conditions 
with 15 net scores in the 60s 
and 10 gross scores in the 70s. 
1 Stan Rainey (11)-59; 2 John 
Pennycott (12)-60; 3 Nicol 
Auld (4)-61 acb and lowest 
gross; 4 Colin Nisbet (14)-61 
acb. 
Nicol and Stan bagged the only 
magic twos of the day @3rd 
and 14th respectively.

Fixture: Sunday November 
1: AGA Winter League at 
Machrie. Match v Lamlash tees 
o�  at 11.50am.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday October 24, 18 hole 
sweep. Winner D K Henderson 
71-9=62.

Fixtures: Saturday October 
31, 18 hole sweep (medal tees), 
arrange your own tee times 
and register by email. Monday 
November 2, Monday Cup, 
ballot and shotgun start at 
noon.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday October 25, Winter 
Cup Stableford, 27 played, CSS 
37 points. 1 Fred Galbraith (15) 
41pts acb; 2 Graham Dobson 
(20) 41pts; 3 Matt Keir (6)38pts.

Fixtures: Saturday October 

Shiskine Ladies Team Tri-Am winners Alice Anderson, Esther 
Henderson and Elizabeth Kelso.

31, Saturday Cup. Sunday 
November 1, Sweep.
Machrie Bay Golf Club
Fixtures: Tuesday November 
3, Winter Cup, tee o�  noon. 
Saturday November 7, Loch-
ranza Hotel Cup - noon.

This amazing specimen is pretty gigantic, so arachnophobes 
beware! 

Mademoiselle Pumpkin-head. 

Continued from page 16
open for the Hallowe’en 
weekend, a� er which anyone 
who would like to have their 
scarecrow back can pick it up. 
Any remaining bogles will be 
taken down, dismantled and 
the materials recycled with 
the help of the weekly Healthy 
Outdoors Team volunteers on 
Tuesday November 3.

� e most popular scarecrow 
will earn a National Trust for 
Scotland family membership 
for its creator. 

‘As the winner will be the 
bogle with the most ‘likes’ 

on the Arran Ranger Service 
Facebook page at 10am on 
Monday November 2, we 
recommend you encourage all 
your friends to vote for yours,’ 
said Ranger Corinna with a 
wink. Brodick Castle and the 
Isle be Wild playpark will be 
open tomorrow (Saturday) for 
the last day of the season. On 
until Sunday, is a Hallowe’en-
themed trail in the castle 
gardens where fearless visitors 
are invited to take a ‘Sinister 
Stroll’. � e squirrel hide will 
close for the winter a� er 
Sunday.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, Brodick, Corrie,

Lochranza, Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working together

Parish Assistant: Mrs Jean Hunter:
As numbers will be limited at all services places will need to 

be booked by the Friday.
Congregations will be advised who to contact for each Church 

to book a place. For Shiskine please contact John Kerr on 
01770 860498. For Brodick please contact Liz Lawrie 01770 

302782.
� ere will be a streamed service weekly, this can be found 

on the three Church websites, www.stmoliosshiskine.org.uk, 
www.brodickchurch.org, www.lochranzachurch.org.uk

Sunday 1st November
Lochranza & Pirnmill Churches-

Service at Lochranza Church at 10:15am Morning worship.
Shiskine Church at 12noon. Morning worship.
Brodick Church at 10.30am Morning worship.
Corrie Church at 12noon. Morning worship.

Please note that Brodick Church is still accessible for the Food bank

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass will be said on Saturday Vigil and Sunday Morning.

Capacity in church is severely restricted. Please note attendance 
at Mass is by booking only. Please telephone 600595 or email 

peterdwilko@gmail.com to book a seat. Please book by the Friday 
before each weekend Mass. Strict social distancing and hygiene 

restrictions apply including the wearing of your own face covering.
IF YOU ARE DISPLAYING ANY COVID 19 SYMPTOMS, FEEL-

ING UNWELL OR HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT RETURNING TO 
CHURCH AT THIS TIME, PLEASE DO NOT COME TO MASS. 
THE OBLIGATION TO ATTEND SUNDAY MASS REMAINS 

SUSPENDED.
Please access www.rcdai.org.uk to check the availability of online 

Mass from Bishop’s House Oban.
BLESS O LORD THIS ISLE OF ARRAN

ST ROCH PATRON OF THE SICK PRAY FOR US
OUR LADY OF THE ISLES PRAY FOR US

ST COLUMBA PRAY FOR US

CHURCH NOTICES 

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 1st November

All Saints’ Day
Holy Communion – 11 am.

Richard Trewby
ALL WELCOME

We follow strict SEC guidelines

WHITING BAY AND 
KILDONAN CHURCH 

OF SCOTLAND 
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 1st November
Worship will be conducted 

by the minister 
Rev Elizabeth Watson 

at 10.30am
During this service, the 

Ordination and Admission 
of Mrs Fiona Borland to the 
Eldership, will take place.

Our capacity will be greatly 
reduced due to the two metre 

social distancing. We have 
introduced a booking system. 
You are asked to please phone 

Mrs Enid Halliwell 600010 by the 
Friday lunchtime if you want to 

attend Sunday worship

DEATH 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

MEMORIAM 

MURCHIE, Archie - 
Morag, Karyn and fam-
ilies would like to thank 
everyone for cards, phone 
calls and messages received 
after Archie’s sudden death. 
Thanks also to David and 
Clair Hendry for funeral 
arrangements, Eric Dunn for 
a fitting eulogy and all who 
stood by the roadside and 
came to the cemetery

In memory of 
Robert (Rodger) 

McDowall 
who died on 2nd 
November 2019. 

Sadly missed by his wife 
Lesley and sons Graham 

and Paul.
You'll always be in our 

thoughts.

BLAIN, Denise - 
In Bristol on October 27th 
Denise Blain, much loved 
wife of Giles, mother of Evie, 
daughter of Cathie, David 
and Sheila and sister of Hazel, 
Pamela and Fraser.
Denise’s funeral will be 
private in Bristol but we hope 
to be able soon to bring her 
home to Sannox to celebrate 
her life with the community 
here.
Very sadly missed.
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Tattie-bogles on show at 
Brodick Country Park
Over the last month, an 
ever-growing merry tribe of 
scarecrows, or tattie-bogles 
in Scots, has taken over the 
woodland above the ranger 
centre at Brodick Country 
Park. 

Rather than keeping the 
craws a�  the tatties, the bogles 
have been providing seasonal 
amusement in the castle 
grounds.

Unable to o� er their usual 
popular autumn holiday activ-
ities due to Covid regulations 
and sta�  shortages, the Arran 
Ranger Service was keen to 
still engage in some way with 
the community and visitors.

‘Asking people to make a 

A Brodick Primary School bogle has found its way on to the 
Tattie-bogle trail. This cheerful scarecrow is one of the happy clan. 

A pixie-sized cheeky-chappie on the trail. 

scarecrow at home, then dis-
play them here at the country 
park for everyone to enjoy, 
seemed a good solution for 
providing a fun activity that’s 
safe and compliant with Covid 
rules,’ said ranger Corinna 
Goeckeritz.

‘As an incentive, we have 
been o� ering free family entry 
to the country park, including 
the playpark, when people are 
dropping o�  their bogles to be 
added to the trail. We weren’t 
sure how popular it was going 
to be. But the response has 
been amazing, with nearly 50 
scarecrows submitted to date. 
It’s been brilliant fun to see 
new characters appear almost 

every day. People have been 
really creative.

‘Families visiting the trail 
really seem to enjoy seeing 
everyone’s creations and 
spotting bogles their friends 
have made. Even folk who are 
unable to come and see them 
in person have commented on 
social media how much the 

scarecrows have cheered them 
up. A huge ‘thank you’ is due to 
everyone who has contributed.’

Among the diverse charac-
ters dotted around Wilma’s 
Walk is a giant spider, a � ying 
super-scarecrow, a window 
cleaner, a bogle bride, ghosts, 
superheroes and even a cycling 
bogle. Some are pixie-sized 

and some are human-sized, 
some friendly, some cheeky 
and some scary, but they are all 
di� erent with lots of attention 
to detail. 

Any last-minute additions 
to the tattie-bogle trail must 
be dropped o�  by 2pm today 
(Friday) in the designated 
trailer at Brodick Castle car 

park. � e trail will remain 


