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‘We have taken the 
decision to close 
the A83 each night 
from 6pm as a safety 
precaution ’

Night vision – Argyll’s 
single track trunk road
� e door closes today – October 
30 – on a � ve-week public con-
sultation on alternative routes 
avoiding the troublesome Rest 
and be � ankful.

As the Transport Scotland 
consultation ends, the need 
for a permanent solution was 
underlined when trunk road 
management � rm BEAR 
Scotland announced that the 
single track old military road 
detour would be used every 
night, under convoy, until the 
end of November for safety 
reasons.

By that point a barrier to 
intercept material tumbling 
down the hillside on to the A83 
should be complete as part of 
ongoing ‘mitigation’ measures.

In the latest in a long series of 
such events over recent years, 
two signi� cant landslides hit 
the A83 at the Rest in August 
and September. � is le�  the 
slopes of Beinn Luibhean 

heavily scarred and exposed to 
further erosion. 

Heavy rain has been the main 
threat, and BEAR Scotland re-
vealed that around 150mm (six 
inches) of rain fell in a week 
from Sunday October 18, with 
some debris and silt reaching 
catch-pits next to the A83.

Eddie Ross of BEAR Scotland 
said:  ‘We’re continuing to put 

motorist safety � rst, and as 
more seasonal wet weather 
approaches we have taken the 
decision to close the A83 each 
night from 6pm overnight as a 
safety precaution.

‘� e old military road will 
be used overnight for all road 
users with an inspection 
taking place at � rst light in the 

morning ahead of a potential 
reopening on the A83 under 
tra�  c signal control.’

All of which throws the spot-
light on the need for an alter-
native, and Transport Scotland 
last month unveiled 11 options 
for public consideration.

Argyll and Bute Council last 
week came out in favour of the 
pragmatic option of Option 
one – a road up the other side 
of Glen Croe.

Council leader Robin Currie 
said: ‘A� er years of disruption, 
we now have the promise of a 
permanent solution, but we 
also need a commitment that 
our preferred option can be 
delivered within the term of 
the next Scottish Parliament.’

� e council is also calling for 
greater investment along the 
whole of the A83 trunk road 
and, longer-term, considera-
tion of a more ambitious route 
along the lines of option � ve 
and involving bridge crossings 
over Loch Long and Loch 
Fyne.

Not content with raising thousands of pounds for a Lochgilphead cause close to her 
heart, Mid Argyll’s calendar girl Aileen Gillies has plans to help other charities in tough 
coronavirus times. More on page � ve.
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POLICE FILES
Excess load offence
Around 12.30pm on Friday 
October 23, on the A83 at 
Lochgilphead, road policing 
o�cers stopped a lorry for 
a routine check. �e vehicle 
and load was weighed and 
allegedly found to be over 
the permissible maximum 
gross weight of 44,000kg. �e 
driver, a 49-year-old man, was 
charged with the o�ence and a 
report will be submitted to the 
procurator �scal.
Anti-social driving
A green Vauxhall Corsa and 
a white Ford Fiesta were 
stopped by police at 12.15am 
on Saturday October 24 on the 
A846 at Bowmore, Islay, a�er 
being driven at excessive speed 
and in an anti-social manner. 
�e drivers, a woman aged 19 
and a 17-year-old woman, were 
issued with anti-social behav-
iour warnings, which are valid 
for 12 months. If the driver 
or the vehicle is involved in a 
similar incident again within 
that period, the vehicle will be 
seized by police and returned 
only on production of proof of 
ownership and payment of the 
recovery/storage fees.
Kilmelford crash
Police attended a crash on the 
A816 Lochgilphead-Oban road 
near Kilmelford, involving a 
red Renault Clio and a blue 
Land Rover Freelander, around 
2pm on �ursday October 
22. �e driver of the Clio, 
a 52-year-old woman, was 
arrested for allegedly failing a 
roadside drug test and careless 
driving. A blood sample was 
later taken for analysis.

Make sure Argyll’s voice is heard in police survey
What should the priorities of Police 
Scotland be, particularly in these chal-
lenging times?

�e question is being posed by the 
police force itself as it undertakes its 
‘Your Police 2020-21’ public consultation 
in a bid to better understand the views 
and priorities of Scotland’s diverse 
communities.

An online survey opened in April and 
is still available as part of this process. It 
should take no longer than 10 minutes to 
complete.

�e feedback received so far has helped 
Police Scotland respond to emerging 
issues and shape policing approaches in 
local areas.

Important
Encouraging people in Argyll to take 

part in the survey, Lochgilphead Police 
Sergeant Iain MacNicol said: ‘It is very 
important the views of rural commu-
nities are considered equally as well as 
those from the major population centres 
in the country.’

When undertaking the survey, which 

remains open until March 31, 2021, you 
will not be identi�ed unless you choose 
to identify yourself in your responses.

At the end of the survey, personal 
details such as age and gender will be re-
quested to ensure a comprehensive range 
of responses is received but these do not 
have to be answered.

Any information provided will be 
treated in con�dence and stored securely.

Find the online survey by visiting con-
sult.scotland.police.uk and searching for 
the consultation ‘Your Police 2020-2021’. Sergeant Iain MacNicol. 

Kintyre member takes over 
as area committee chairman

South Kintyre councillor Rory 
Colville is the new chairman 
of Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the 
Islands area committee.

He replaces the council’s new 
leader, Kintyre and the Islands 
Councillor Robin Currie, as 
part of a ra� of changes made 
by Argyll and Bute Council.

Councillor Colville also be-
comes chairman of the Argyll 
and Bute Harbour Board and 
a member of the environment, 
development and infrastruc-
ture committee.

Councillor Colville will be 

replaced on the community 
services committee by Kintyre 
and the Islands Councillor 
Alastair Redman.

Oban North and Lorn coun-
cillor Kieron Green will take 
the place of Councillor Currie 
on the planning, protective 
services and licensing com-
mittee and the Argyll and Bute 
licensing board.

�e new appointments were 
made by Argyll and Bute 
Council at its full meeting 
held via Skype on �ursday 
October 22.

Some of those came as a 
result of the sad passing of 
Helensburgh and Lomond 
South councillor Ellen Morton 

earlier in October. As well as 
Councillor Colville replacing 
Councillor Morton on the 
environment, development 
and infrastructure committee, 
Oban South and the Isles 
councillor Mary Jean Devon 
joins the policy and resources 
committee.

Vacant position
Lomond North councillor 

Iain S Paterson will take up 
the vacant position on the 
board of Loch Lomond and 
�e Trossachs National Park 
Authority.

Another Lomond North 
councillor, Barbara Morgan, 
is the new chairwoman of 
Helensburgh and Lomond 

Area Committee, having pre-
viously been vice chairwoman, 
a post inherited by Councillor 
Graham Hardie, Helensburgh 
Central .

Councillor Currie proposed 
most of the new appointments, 
which were seconded by 
his deputy Councillor Gary 
Mulvaney and unanimously 
agreed.

Councillor Paterson’s 
appointment to the national 
park board was proposed by 
opposition leader, Mid Argyll 
councillor Sandy Taylor, at 
Councillor Currie’s invitation 
for him to choose, with this 
appointment also agreed 
unanimously.

Councillor
Rory Colville.

We are still here for you even though 
the Centre has to remain closed.
We provide a service to unpaid adult carers across Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Isles (MAKI). We have three teams: 
• Support outreach worker team
• Qualified counselling team 
• Volunteer befriending team
The Outreach/Support Team are maintaining regular contact 
with carers via telephone. Our team is providing a listening 
ear during this challenging time and we have been fortunate 
to receive additional funding to support carers and those they 
care for with creative solutions to help with their mental and 
emotional health while in isolation. 

Please visit our website – www.dochasfund.org.uk 
and Facebook page - www.facebook.com/dochascentre 
which will be updated regularly with information and advice.
We are available 10-4pm Monday to Friday. Contact 
number for the centre 01546 600 022.  
Email - enquiries@dochasfund.org.uk

Contact numbers for the outreach/support team
Mid Argyll: 07464 308 418
Kintyre: 0753 503 6953  
Islay/Jura: 0791 201 5393

The Volunteer Befriending Team 
Our volunteer befriending service called Circle of Friends is 
continuing to run. Volunteers are maintaining contact with the 
individuals they are befriending by telephone. Our Co-ordinator, 
Ryan Taylor, continues to support this service. We are looking for 
more Telephone Befriending Volunteers. We would love to hear 
from you if you wish to help, please contact us on 0793 203 9801.

Dochas Counselling Team 
The dedicated Counselling Team are currently offering online 
and telephone counselling to unpaid carers and their families, 
those who have been bereaved or those living with a long term 
or terminal condition.  
During the Covid-19 crisis, the Team have also set up a 
telephone support service for anyone feeling anxious or 
struggling during lockdown.  
For further information or to arrange an appointment,  
please telephone Alison Whitefield, Lead Counsellor,  
on 07432 231217 or contact the service via  
counselling@dochasfund.org.uk or message the Dochas 
Facebook page. We are here to support you. 

Are you a young carer?  
We are here for you…
MAYDS are still providing support for children,  

young people and families where we can.  Anyone  
needing advice or help can contact the above at anytime.  

We are providing our child and adolescent counselling 
services via skype, phone etc., and still open for referrals for 

any young person feeling isolated or in need of support  Our 
Young Carers are still being supported by our team across 

MAKI and again referrals are still being taken.  

We have regular information and updates on our facebook 
page mid Argyll youth development services.  

Online support is also available on www.cool2talk.org.

Contact 07788900049 or
fiona@mayds.org.uk    lynn@mayds.org.uk

Mid Argyll Youth Development Services
Providing Information and Accessible Youth Friendly Services

The Dochas Carer Centre
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Can you send over a photo

MP and councillor 
in spat over A83

Councillor George 
Freeman. 

Argyll and Bute’s MP has hit back at a councillor’s claims that 
he suggested tolls on the A83 road could be considered.

Councillor George Freeman made the claim during a 
debate on Argyll and Bute Council’s response to Transport 
Scotland’s consultation on the Rest and be � ankful on 
October 22.

But Brendan O’Hara MP slammed the Lomond North 
councillor’s comments as ‘absolute nonsense’ and said he had 
been misquoted from a radio interview.

Councillor Freeman said at the meeting: ‘I have had lengthy 
discussions with the local community council and with con-
stituents in that area, with all supporting option one.

‘It is disappointing to note that at the last [A83] taskforce 
meeting, the MP for Argyll and Bute, Brendan O’Hara, 
suggested that tolls could be considered and he would not 
rule them out. I think it would be totally unacceptable for 
anybody to suggest Argyll and Bute should have tolls foisted 
on it when the Scottish Government removed them from 
every other network in Scotland.’

Mr O’Hara responded: ‘� is is absolute nonsense and 
Councillor Freeman knows it is nonsense.

‘At the recent meeting of the A83 taskforce, he misquoted 
what I said in a Radio Scotland interview about how the 
Faroe Islands pay for their tunnels and I publicly corrected 
him then.

‘Quite why he chooses to continue with such misleading 
information is completely bizarre. He knows he is wrong and 
I have already told him publicly that he is wrong.’

Brendan O’Hara MP.

Tarbert � reworks display is cancelled
Hopes had been high that it would go 
ahead, but the organisers of this year’s 
Tarbert community � reworks display 
have called it o� .

Social distancing
Under strict coronavirus precautions and 

speci� cally for Tarbert residents, the event 
had been planned for Friday November 6, 
as reported in last week’s Advertiser, but 

concerns over social distancing controls 
have led to its cancellation.

Organiser Aggie Dennis said: ‘It has been 
pointed out to us that we have no control 
over numbers attending or guarantees 
of social distancing. � erefore, we have 
no alternative but to cancel the � rework 
display.

‘It is appreciated that a considerable 

number of people donated money towards 
the cost of the � reworks, for which we 
thank them. 

‘We have two alternatives, either we can 
keep the money and hopefully provide 
the normal � reworks display next year or 
a refund can be given. Should you wish a 
refund please speak to myself or another 
committee member.’

Sewer project shut down 
after worker tests positive
Work on a long-awaited project 
to improve the sewer system in 
Tarbert has been halted a� er 
a worker tested positive for 
Covid-19.

Personnel were taken o�  site 
and the works secured for a 
ten-day period as a precaution.

A Scottish Water spokesper-
son said: ‘Our alliance partner 
amey, Black and Veatch is 
currently delivering a sewer 
� ooding project in Tarbert and 
following con� rmation that a 
member of the team on site has 
tested positive for Covid-19, we 
need to take appropriate action 
in line with government and 
public health guidelines.

‘In order to protect the health 
and safety of our sta�  and the 
public, we are taking steps 

which will mean a signi� cant 
reduction in activity and po-
tentially no work being carried 
out at the site for approximate-
ly ten days.

‘We will ensure the site is le�  

safe and secure until the team 
can return to work. Posters 
will be erected on site to in-
form passers-by.

‘We apologise for any incon-
venience caused but we must 

help protect public health 
during these unprecedented 
times.’

� e project has su� ered a 
series of setbacks. 

It was originally due to start 
in 2019 but this was delayed 
until January 2020 - later 
extended to March.

Just before the coronavirus 
lockdown in March, Scottish 
Water revealed it was looking 
for a new contractor for the 
£3.4 million project to instal 
new larger diameter pipes 
along Barmore Road, Harbour 
Street and School Road in the 
village.

Work on the Tarbert 
scheme has been 
halted for 10 days. 
06_a51tarbertreview01
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Work begins to 
replace lock gates
�e canal dubbed ‘Britain’s 
most beautiful shortcut’ will 
be out of commission over 
the winter as lock gates are 
replaced.

�e Crinan Canal sees in 
excess of 1,600 boats passing 
through it each year, but 
Scottish Canals has identi�ed 
it as priority for gate replace-
ment due to condition, age and 
criticality.

Vital
On its website, Scottish 

Canals says: ‘Upgrading and 
replacement of the lock gates 
along the canal is vital to 
maintain the navigation of 
this historic waterway and any 
failure during operation could 
lead to serious health and 
safety implications.’

�e canal will be drained 
at least from above lock eight 
at Cairnbaan to Loch Fyne at 
Ardrishaig to allow the work 
to proceed. Surveys and design 
works for new steel gates for 
locks one to seven have been 

Kayaker rescued 
from Loch Fyne
A solo kayaker had to be towed to safety after getting into 
di�culty in the southern reaches of Loch Fyne.

Tighnabruaich lifeboat and Coastguard rescue teams 
from Tarbert, Kames and Inveraray were called out after 
Belfast Coastguard Operations Centre received a mayday 
call on the morning of Tuesday October 27.

Tighnabruaich Atlantic 85 lifeboat James and Helen 
Mason was launched at 10.30am to assist the kayaker, 
who was believed to be in the Portavadie area.The kayak 
was located and towed by a �shing vessel to Portavadie 
Marina. Kames Coastguard rescue team met the vessel and 
provided assistance.

The lifeboat was stood down on the way to the scene as 
the casualty was by then safely ashore.

The kayaker is understood to have been en route from 
Ardrishaig to Largs when he got into di�culty in inclement 
weather.

Post o�ce 
times in 
Mid Argyll
From Monday October 19, 
the post o�ce times for Mid 
Argyll are as follows:
Lochgilphead mobile 
post office
� Monday 10am–3pm
  (sorting o�ce)
� Wednesday 10am–1pm
  (Stag car park)
� Friday 10am–3pm
  (sorting o�ce)
Inveraray mobile post 
office
� Tuesday 11am-2pm
� �ursday 11am-2pm
Ardrishaig Post Office
� Tuesday 10.30am–1.30pm
� Wednesday 10.30am–1.30pm
� �ursday 10.30am – 1.30pm

Please note that information 
supplied by the Post O�ce and 
published in last week’s edition 
was inaccurate. �e times and 
locations above have been pro-
vided by Tarbert Post O�ce, 
which operates the services.

Tighnabruaich RNLI lifeboat is launched. 
Photograph: Tighnabruaich RNLI.

Portakabins arrive at the Ardrishaig sea lock earlier this 
week ahead of work starting.

completed and installation 
is due to take place between 
November 2020 and February 
2021.

�e canal will clearly be 

closed to navigation for the 
duration of the installation 
works, and Scottish Canals 
states that there may be restric-
tions in the towpath.
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Aileen’s colourful calendars boost charities
Her style has been favourably 
compared to that of no less 
an artistic � gure than John 
Lowrie Morrison.

High praise indeed and it is 
easy to see where the similarity 
lies with the vibrant work of 
Jolomo in the images captured 
by budding amateur photogra-
pher Aileen Gillies.

And she is putting her talents 
to good use, having raised 
thousands for charity already 
this year, at a time when fund-
raising has been di�  cult.

� ough a keen snapper, 
work commitments meant  
Lochgilphead resident Aileen 
rarely got the chance to take 
many pictures. � en lockdown 
happened and it was when out 
taking the government’s per-
mitted exercise that Aileen’s 
innate talent had the chance to 
blossom.

As her collection of images 
from Mid Argyll and beyond 
grew, Aileen decided in the 
spring to put together a charity 
calendar – and it � ew o�  the 
shelves, rapidly raising £1,000 
for the Macmillan suite at Mid 
Argyll Hospital.

Aileen’s charity calendars 
are selling like hotcakes. 

Duntrune Castle, by 
Aileen Gillies. 

Aileen, originally from Ford, 
explained: ‘� e Macmillan 
unit looked a� er my mum 
three years ago before she died 
and they were also great with 
dad and I.

‘I always said I would do 
something to thank them and 

I thought this was a good time 
as they must be missing out 
from donations from funerals.’

Aileen didn’t stop there and 
it was a visit to Tarbert post 
o�  ce over the summer which 
led her to take photos of the 
scenic � shing village – which 

then became the Summertime 
Tarbert calendar.

By Monday this week, 
Aileen’s calendar sales 
had raised £2,800 for the 
Macmillan unit.

‘I want to hit the £3,000 
mark,’ she said, ‘plus I have cal-
endars le�  and I think people 
are starting Christmas present 
buying.’

Kintyre charity Shopper 
Aide will also bene� t from 
Aileen’s photographic tal-
ents from the proceeds of a 
third calendar created from 
striking photos taken during 
a visit to Glencraigs Farm, 
Campbeltown, featuring 
sun� owers, poppies and 
wild� owers.

With a photo selected 
to be included in the 2021 
Harbro calendar and high 
hopes of catching the eye of 
VisitScotland’s Instagram ac-
count, Aileen has plans to ex-
pand as she gains experience.

She explained: ‘My style has 
changed a bit as I am now ed-
iting and bringing the colours 
out more – and a friend joked 
that I will be the new Jolomo.

‘With the calendars’ success I 
decided to do cards, which can 
be bought in the Courtyard, 

Inveraray and the Argyll Gi�  
Company in Tarbert.’

A website is in development 
and already Aileen’s calendars 
have been posted all over 
the UK as well as to Canada, 
France, the USA, Australia 
and New Zealand.

‘I am planning my 2022 
calendars already,’ said Aileen, 
‘and planning Autumn in 
Tarbert, Mid Argyll sunsets 
and autumn days calendars.’

Find out more on Aileen’s 
Facebook page, by emailing 
aileengillies@hotmail.co.uk or 
calling 07825 291614.

 READY
WHEN 
YOU NEED 
US MOST

ssencommunity

At SSEN we work hard all year round 
to keep the power fl owing to your home. 
But the weather sometimes has its own 
ideas and power disruptions can happen.

If you, or someone you know, needs extra support 
in a power cut, join SSEN’s Priority Services Register.

Let’s be ready together, whatever the weather.

ssen.co.uk/psr | 0800 294 3259
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Dental chief asks for patience
A wider range of dental treat-
ments being available does not 
mean a return to ‘business as 
usual’ in Argyll and Bute, a 
health chief has warned.

� e Scottish Government has 
announced dental treatments 
are set to return to pre-pan-
demic levels from Sunday  
November 1.

But John Lyon, clinical dental 
director for NHS Highland, 
said appointments will inevi-
tably have been cancelled over 
the previous eight months.

Mr Lyon also said that around 

Vote for Caring for People team

� e e� orts of an Argyll and 
Bute group during the coro-
navirus lockdown have been 
recognised in a prestigious 
annual awards scheme.

Argyll and Bute Caring for 
People team has been nomi-
nated for a new category at this 
year’s Scottish Health Awards 
- the People’s Choice   - which 
will be decided by public vote.

In its nomination, the team is 
described: ‘With 23 inhabited 
islands and 43 per cent of the 
population living in remote 
and rural areas, it can be 
di�  cult to make sure everyone 
in Argyll and Bute has access 
to health and community ser-
vices – and even harder during 
lockdown.

‘A community response, 
which made sure more than 
3,000 vulnerable people still 
had access to food, support, 

50 per cent fewer patients will 
be seen per day than prior to 
the pandemic and waiting 
rooms will no longer be in use.

Dentists in other parts of 
Scotland have also asked the 
public to be aware that they 
remain under strict and de-
manding hygiene rules.

Mr Lyon said: ‘We are an-
ticipating further clari� cation 
from the Scottish Government 
soon on the speci� c detail of 
what treatment we will be able 
to o� er but inevitably over the 
past eight months a consider-

able number of appointments 
have had to be cancelled.

‘Our dental practices will 
prioritise patients with the 
greatest clinical need when we 
start to o� er more treatments 
but they will also be focusing 
on maintaining a Covid-safe 
environment for patients and 
sta�  which will mean that 
fewer patients, around 50 per 
cent, will be seen per day than 
in pre-Covid times.

‘We also want to prepare 
patients who are attending for 
appointments that they will 
notice a lot of changes. � is 
will include waiting rooms no 
longer in use and the dental 
team wearing PPE that is very 
di� erent from what was used 
pre-Covid.’

He added: ‘It’s good news 
that we will soon be able to of-
fer a wider range of treatments 
but we fully appreciate some 
patients will be disappointed at 
the time they will have to wait 
for a routine appointment.

‘We would ask for un-
derstanding from all our 
patients during this time as 
our dental teams work hard 
to re-introduce services in a 
Covid-safe environment and 
we all get used to this new way 
of working.’PPE is now the order of the day in dental practices. 

medicine and other supplies, 
became vital. 

‘� e Argyll and Bute Caring 
for People partnership, made 
up of the local public health 
team, Argyll and Bute Council 
colleagues and the � ird 
Sector Interface, was formed 
to co-ordinate this urgent 
community response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

‘� is would normally take 
months to set up but the 
response from nearly 1,000 
volunteers was so great that the 
Caring for People helpline and 
local Caring for People teams 
were up and running within 
10 days.

‘� e teams worked with local 
organisations and volunteers 
to arrange for food delivery of 
around 45,000 food parcels, 
other essential shopping sup-
plies and medication delivery.

‘� e helpline provides a 
friendly ear to more than 3,000 
people.’

� e Scottish Health Awards 
are aimed at those working 
across NHS Scotland and its 
partners, recognising those 
who go that extra mile to im-
prove the health and well-be-
ing of others.

� ere are 16 award categories 
including the People’s Choice 
Award, which opened to a 
public vote from October 19. 
� e category will recognise in-
dividuals and teams who have 
responded magni� cently to 
the challenge of caring for peo-
ple during the pandemic, while 
at the same time maintaining a 
range of essential services and 
continuing to provide essential 
care.

Voting closes at 5pm on 
November 6. � e winner will 
be announced during the 
virtual Scottish Health Awards 
ceremony on Wednesday 
December 9.

� ere is no limit on how 
many votes you can make.
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Combating 
Covid – but
at what cost?
Will the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic have a lasting impact 
beyond the immediate concerns 
of public health and the econo-
my?

Our regular artistic contributor 
Ann Thomas of Tarbert muses on 
the possible loss of old traditions 
as a result of the pandemic. But 
also on another, more funda-
mental human issue – that of the 
development and recognition of 
emotion through facial expression 
(social referencing) by babies and 
infants – which may be impacted 
by others wearing masks.

What changes do you think 
could happen as a result of the 
pandemic and the measures 
taken to combat it? Contact 
the Argyllshire Advertiser on 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.
co.uk and tell us your thoughts.
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk 
or � e Editor, 44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB

Addressing bullying problem
Sir,
I commend the e� orts to have a separate inde-
pendent inquiry carried out covering former 
council employees within the Health and Social 
Care Partnership (HSCP).

� e incidence of bullying of HSCP sta�  
re� ected in the survey earlier this year is quite 
shocking.

I also endorse the view expressed in the 
Argyllshire Advertiser leader column that 
training and management style should be 
looked at closely.

Having been involved in the public and allied 
sectors for many years, I saw many examples 
of bullying, which were seldom resolved by 
confronting the perpetrator and usually simply 
continued in a more insidious manner. Insidious 
bullying is commonplace and can take the form 
of exclusion from conversations in the o�  ce and 
belittling remarks. � e distress caused to the 
individual is o� en substantial, not to mention 
the impact on work performance.

� ere is no doubt the culture of an organisation 
is di�  cult to change and takes time. One would 
presume that exit interviews when sta�  leave, to 
assess the extent of the problem, are already in 
place. So far as promotion to management posts 
is concerned, greater emphasis might now be 
given to leadership styles.

We are told that areas for improvement are be-
ing addressed and it would be of interest to hear 
further about practical examples of progress.

Norman Beaton MA, Chartered FCIPD, 
Ardrishaig.

Scotland’s pensions
Sir,
� e UK state pension is the worst in Europe, de-
spite the UK having the second biggest economy 
in the EU.

Scotland is a land of massive natural resourc-
es. We have a diverse economy. We have a highly 
educated workforce. 

What we don’t have is the power to direct these 
assets in the way that aligns with Scottish values. 

Our economy has exceptional resources to 
support better pensions.

� e Scottish Government has guaranteed 
to continue to pay every state pension. 
Occupational and personal pension rights will 
stay the same if Scotland becomes independent. 
We have accrued these bene� ts and are legally 
entitled to them.

Maureen Beaton, Lochgilphead.

Environmental worry
Sir,
I am su� ering from Ecological Anxiety 
Syndrome.

� e symptoms are mixed but are characterised 
by night-sweats, unexpected bouts of crying 
over tree stumps and an unwholesome desire 
to grab some people by the shoulders and shake 
them repeatedly whilst shouting ‘can’t you see 
what you’re doing’ until they ask me to stop.

I have been to the doctor and he tells me it is 
just a symptom of my ardent belief that we are 
killing the planet. He’s put me on a course of 
pills called ‘Idongivadam’. 

Apparently if I take three a day, with meals, I 

will be over the worst within a few weeks and be 
able to integrate back into a society whose bod-
ies naturally manufacture this wonder-drug.

Seriously though, how much do we care about 
the destruction of our environment? 

Because every day I read or hear about 
some new type of poison we have thrown in 
extravagant quantities into our lochs or see 
waterfalls of newly-fallen rain washing out of 
our increasingly bare hillsides or listen to more 
news about valuable peat being dug up so we 
can grow a few � owers. Should we care? A� er 
all, our lifespans are � nite and in a few decades 
it won’t be our problem any more. No it won’t - it 
will be our children le�  holding back the tide. 
Unfortunately, by then, the tide may overwhelm 
them so completely that there will be no coming 
back. A drowned world is no world at all. On 
second thoughts I have decided not to take the 
pills. I will just live with the symptoms. A� er 
all, I would rather care about the planet and 
Scotland’s future than do nothing.

Nick MacIneskar, Tayvallich.

Pets are not just property
Sir,
Following the debate in parliament on Monday 
October 19, Blue Cross is incredibly disappoint-
ed the UK government has not committed to 
change current legislation to make pet the�  a 
crime in its own right.

We feel this is a huge missed opportunity 
to protect the lives of pets and reassure their 
owners that pet the�  is taken as a serious crime. 
Pets are not simply ‘property’, they are sentient 
beings and much-loved family members.

Two issues confused
So that’s it. You’ve had your chance to 
comment on Transport Scotland’s 11 
options for the Rest.

There was just one, however, that 
appeared immediately feasible and, at 
the risk of sounding like a broken record,  
we suspect that’s been the plan all along.

In the seeming panic to come up with 
these options, in our opinion two issues 
have been con� ated.

First is the pressing need to bypass the 
Rest before someone is seriously hurt. 
But that aim cannot be met by cutting 
o�  Inveraray and upper Cowal. If done 
correctly, option one – up the other side 
of Glen Croe – could � t the bill.

But most of the other, expensive, 
options appear to be aimed at what 
needs to be the second priority – that of 
connecting Argyll in a way � t for the 21st 
century.

We would recommend that a more 
considered, less rushed, second transport 
options appraisal exercise be undertaken 
for Argyll and Bute’s long-term bene� t.

Vote now
On a lighter note, remember to cast your 
vote – see page six – for Argyll and Bute’s 
Caring for People team, which has quietly 
worked hard to support so many.
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� e Editor welcomes letters and 
emails for publication, however 
we reserves the right to shorten, 
amend or refuse to print them. 
Names and addresses MUST be 
supplied to indicate good faith, 
although details can be withheld 
from publication. Phone 
numbers, if available, should be 
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Email editor@
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Our pet bereavement support service has been 
supporting owners for more than 25 years and 
we know only too well the devastation, stress 
and anxiety caused by the the�  of a beloved pet 
which deserves to be recognised and thieves 
punished accordingly.

We are, however, encouraged that the gov-
ernment has stated its willingness to engage in 
further discussion on the sentencing guidelines 
and we look forward to being fully involved.

Becky � waites, head of public a� airs,
Blue Cross.

Poster slashed
Sir,
I was out and about in Port Charlotte recently 
speaking to my constituents and hearing about 
many pressing local concerns while social 
distancing.

It was great to check up on the progress of 
pavement and road repairs in the village. 

However, there is still much more work that 
needs to take place just outside of Port Charlotte, 
including pothole � lling.

� ere was also justi� able anger about one of 
the ‘Keep Islay Safe’ posters being slashed.

I have contacted our council’s Covid-19 
department about this and have also spoken to 
Donald Cameron MSP.

Councillor Alastair Redman, Kintyre and 
the Islands ward.

This autumnal scene of Dun na Cuaiche hill and tower was captured by Inveraray reader Donald 
John MacDonald earlier this month. Send your favourite photographs for publication to editor@
argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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Picture-perfect Argyll in autumn

Alastair Redman, one of the Argyll and Bute councillors 
representing Kintyre and the Isles, took this photograph last 
week of a windy day at Claddach, Portnahaven, on the isle 
of Islay.

Send us your photographs: 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser. co.uk

This stunning � ery sunrise 
over Cowal from Tarbert was 

captured by Tarbert’s Janet 
West on Tuesday October 27. 

Talented amateur photographer Aileen Gillies spotted this 
scene at Cairnbaan on Saturday October 24 and captured its 
autumn richness beside the Crinan Canal. 

� e clocks have gone back so 
it’s darker earlier, the weather’s 
not been brilliant and we’re 
more than seven months into 
a pandemic which arrived in 
the UK before the clocks went 
forward for spring.

� e leaves which burst forth 
during lockdown are almost 
completely gone from the trees 
and there seems to be very 
little to be cheery about in the 

news as we contemplate the 
winter ahead.

It’s at times like these that the 
genuinely important things 
in life really come to the fore. 
Family, friends, community 
and perhaps even just a 
straightforward gratitude for 
living in Argyll and the isles.

We have plenty of things to 
contend with that those in ur-
ban areas or without hills and 

lochs would struggle to com-
prehend. We are geographi-
cally-challenged, which itself 
can lead to isolation and other 
problems with connectivity.

But the other side of the coin is 
we are geographically-blessed.

When life gets on top of us, 
we have stunning land and 
seascapes, plenty of wildlife 
and fresh air to enjoy. It’s gen-

erally raining, but who cares? 
� e stunning images on this 
page capture just a hint of the 
beauty of Argyll.

Scottish Incorporated Charitable Organisation No. SC047545

follow us on
liveArgyll.co.uk Mid Argyll Sports Centre

Trunk Road, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 8AA
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Going out guising – 2020 style
�e o�cial government advice is for chil-
dren and everyone else to stay at home 
and not to go out guising house-to-house 
this Hallowe’en.

‘Drive-by’ event
But with every precaution in place, the 

MS Centre in Lochgilphead is ready for 

a special, safe Hallowe’en ‘drive-by’ event 
on Friday October 30.

�e rules are that anyone wanting to 
come to the outside of the centre between 
5pm and 8pm must either be in a car or in 
a strict socially-distanced family bubble 
if walking.

�ere will be Hallowe’en goodie bags 
for children and adults for a suggested 
donation of £5.

Precaution
Every precaution will be in place to 

make this event safe for centre sta�, 
volunteers and for the community.

Eli’s charity 
push pays o�
A charity fundraiser says she is 
‘blown away’ by the generosity 
of donors a�er she raised three 
times more than her original 
target.

As part of the Virtual 
Kiltwalk 2020, Eli Pickering 
set o� on Saturday September 
12 to push her daughter Karen 
in a wheelchair for eight miles 
between Ardrishaig and 
Crinan in support of the MS 
Society Scotland.

Before her fundraiser, Eli 
explained: ‘�is is a charity 
close to my heart. Karen was 
diagnosed with MS 13 years 
ago and we have other family 
members who have got this 
devastating condition. �e MS 
Society Scotland is a fantastic 
charity which o�ers help, 
support and research.’

An online donations page for 
‘Eli’s Big Push’ was set up, with 
a target of £500.

Earlier this week, Eli an-
nounced that between the 
web page and a sponsor sheet 

Eli and Karen on their eight-mile push between Ardrishaig 
and Crinan. 

in the Argyll Book Centre 
in Lochgilphead, where Eli 
is manager, she has raised 
£1,505.30 for the charity.

But there is more, as Eli 
explained: ‘�e Hunter 
Foundation very kindly 
topped up all funds raised 
at the Kiltwalk by 100 per 
cent this year - the Hunter 
Foundation usually adds 50 
per cent - which took the total 
raised to £3,010.60.

She continued: ‘An amazing 
amount raised and it means so 
much to this very important 
charity.

‘I am blown away by the 
generosity of all the people 
who donated and supported 
me and Karen on our Kiltwalk 
escapade, especially this year 
when we are all going through 
such di�cult and challenging 
times.

‘So I want to say a great 
big thank you - all this 
fabulous support is so much 
appreciated.’

Column sponsored by Safer Scotland

Enjoy 
reworks safely. Visit �rescotland.gov.uk
To report the misuse of 
reworks anonymously  

call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Remember, remember... 
the impact of �reworks
With Bon
re Night approaching and many 
events cancelled, if you are planning a private 

reworks display at home this year, it’s 
important that you know how to keep you  
and your family safe. Make sure you know  
the risks, alongside the fun and enjoyment:

1.  Check the latest Scottish Government 
guidance on meeting up with other 
households outdoors on gov.scot/
friendsandfamily

2.  Ensure you know what 
reworks are suitable 
for private use, dependent on the size of 
your garden – visit �rescotland.gov.uk

3.  Always follow the 
reworks code and read 

reworks instructions before use

Whilst 
reworks are spectacular, they can raise 
background noise levels by up to 120 decibels, 
affecting the wellbeing of those with noise 
sensitivity. The loud bangs, lights and strong 
smells of 
reworks can be challenging for 
autistic people and pet owners know only too 
well the distress it can cause to animals.

More often than not, it’s children rather than 
adults who are injured by 
reworks. 

During the bon
re season last year, 85%  
of all 
rework injuries treated at emergency 
departments happened at informal private 
displays. Over half of those requiring treatment 
were children.

Deputy Assistant Chief Of
cer Alasdair Perry, 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service’s Head of 
Prevention and Protection, said:

“First and foremost we would urge all of  
our communities to follow the advice and 
guidelines around social distancing to help  
stop the spread of COVID-19.

“We know this means that people may consider 
hosting their own events this year but we 
would urge caution around doing so because 
every year people are injured by �reworks  
and admitted to hospital - and children are 
particularly at risk.

“We are therefore strongly encouraging  
anyone who does wish to host a private event 
to reduce the risk by ensuring to familiarise 
themselves with our �rework code and �re 
safety guidance. Do not take risks because  
the consequences can be devastating.”
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Roddy, Mutley and the Bike Repair Kit – a story for Alzheimer’s
Kerrie Noor is a link worker with Alzheimer Scotland in Mid Argyll supporting families a� ected by dementia. She is 
also the writer of several books.

Kerrie, like many people, has her own personal dementia story. ‘There is not a person I have not met over the age of 
consent that doesn’t have a story of someone in their family with dementia,’ said Kerrie.

‘Charities like Alzheimer Scotland are a wonderful resource, so I have written a short story for Alzheimer Scotland in 
an e� ort to raise awareness.

‘It is a tough time for those a� ected by the disease and I thought a short story may help people get a feeling for the 
e� ect the illness can have for those with dementia as well as those who care for them.’

As Alzheimer Scotland marks its 40th anniversary, you can help support the charity’s work across the country by 
visiting the Just Giving page justgiving.com/fundraising/alzscot-argyllandbute

Roddy, Mutley 
and the Bike 
Repair Kit
By Kerrie Noor
� ere were times when my 
dad was still there, but as 

quick as I noticed he was gone 
again.

Roddy surveyed his garden. 
It was winter. � ere were 
clouds everywhere and yet he 
felt strangely warm...hot, in 
fact.

He began to wonder why 
when something wet tickled 

his hand. He looked down to 
see Mutley, his dog, licking his 
� ngers. He rubbed Mutley’s 
head and stared into the 
garden. I was to look for some-
thing, but what?

‘Mavis?’ he shouted.
Mutley looked up at him, 

then raced into the henhouse 
and came out with his tail wag-
ging. Roddy patted the dog, 
watching as he went back into 
the henhouse, and decided to 
follow.

He stumbled down the path, 
past the shed with a boat 
leaning against it. What was 
I looking for? He stopped to 
enter, catching his foot on 
something, and crashed like a 
pile of books.

His back clattered against 
the wall, his face screwed up 
in pain. He cursed using all 
his favourite words, until he 
looked up to see Mutley’s nose 
in a pile of hay.

‘Come away with yer,’ he 
muttered, sliding his hand out 
for the dog. He grasped some-
thing cold and smooth and 
pulled out a white-as-marble 
egg.

‘Good ol’ girl,’ muttered 
Roddy. He looked at the egg. 
‘� is’ll please Herself...Mavis,’ 
he shouted. ‘We’ve another 
one.’

Silence.
Where is she?
He followed Mutley into the 

kitchen. He heard voices and 

he looked about. ‘Mavis’ was 
on the tip of his tongue, then 
he realised it was the radio 
– her favourite programme – 
and laughed at himself as the 
egg crashed to � oor, thumping 
his big toe.

‘Bugger . . .’
He opened the oven. What 

was I looking for again? He 
slammed it shut, then moved 
to the fridge and li� ed o�  a 
photo of a young couple, a 
Chinese man with his arm 
around a young woman.

What is Mavis doing with 
him? Why isn’t she home?

He stared for a long time, 
fumbling with the frame, then 
stopped. It was his daughter 
Denise, not Mavis. So where is 
Mavis?

‘Mavis?’ he shouted.
Mutley barked again, sliding 

his head under Roddy’s hands.
‘Mavis?’
Mutley licked Roddy’s � n-

gers. ‘Good boy.’ Roddy smiled 
with a belch, then let rip the 
sort of fart that deserved a slap.

‘Really, Roddy,’ muttered a 
distant female voice. ‘It wasn’t 

me,’ shouted Roddy. ‘Aye right, 
it was your dog,’ laughed the 
voice.

Roddy stared down at Mutley 
as he disappeared around the 
corner. ‘� at dog of yours 
could fart for Britain...’

Denise was driving in the 
rain. It was dark, and she had 
her phone on speaker.

‘Dad, you OK? You eaten 
yet?’

Yes, the neighbours here are 
very good. Everyone knows 
everyone,’ said Roddy.

‘Neighbours?’ Denise turned 
down her radio.

‘Today,’ said Roddy, ‘I had 
cheese and whisky.’

‘Who gave you whisky?’ said 
Denise.

‘Puts hair on your balls,’ said 
Roddy.

‘Dad!’
Denise swerved away from 

a cyclist. She cursed like a 
bricklayer.

‘Don’t you let your mother 
hear you talk like that,’ Roddy 
laughed.

He paused . . .
Denise waited.

Alzheimer Scotland 
is marking its 40th 

anniversary. 
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Roddy, Mutley and the Bike Repair Kit – a story for Alzheimer’s
‘How are things in China?’ 

said Roddy. ‘You still eating 
snails?’

‘We le� China years ago and 
we never ate snails – not even 
in France.’

‘You moved to France?’ said 
Roddy. ‘No, I was saying we 
don’t eat snails.’

‘Snails? Your mother loved 
‘em.’ He laughed. He stopped.

He remembered something; 
it hurt. He felt confused.

Denise let out a long sigh. 
Why the hell did I have to 
mention France?

‘Dad, are you still there?’
He looked around the room...

there were so many photos. 
He tried to focus, then he saw 
her – his Mavis, clutching a 
�shing rod.

‘Is your mum with you?’ he 
said.

‘No, Dad.’
‘I thought we could go �sh-

ing,’ he said.
‘Dad, you haven’t been �sh-

ing in years.’
Years ago, when Roddy was 

young, he met Mavis while 
�shing at his favourite spot. 

Mavis cycled by every Saturday 
and every Saturday he, poised 
with his catch, fantasised 
about impressing her with a 
spectacular trout.

She was a woman ‘way above 
him’ and he never thought he 
had a chance, until she got a 
puncture.

‘I pulled the best pair of legs 
with a puncture kit,’ he used 
to say. Denise had heard it so 
many times she could recite 
the story. In fact, she had heard 
it so many times she could 
mend a bike puncture with her 
eyes closed.

Her dad could �x anything, 
catch more �sh than anyone 
else and spin a yarn so spell-
binding that no-one le� the 
room.

He was that sort of chap.
Roddy woke up. He had the 

best taste in his mouth ever. It 
was delicious.

He stared into the brown 
stains of his mug and won-
dered if there was any more.

‘Mavis,’ he shouted, ‘any 
more in that pot?’

‘Just coming, Roddy,’ yelled 

a female voice. He was going 
to do nothing today, not even 
walk. He was going to lie all 
day, rest his back and his toe. 
He was buggered, as buggered 
as the trout he caught for his 
Mavis, so buggered he could 
hardly raise his hand to pat 
Mutley.

He stopped, looked around. 
Where was that dog anyway? 
Mavis, he told himself. She’s 
out walking him, she always 
did in the morning.

He closed his eyes and fell 
into a snore.

‘Roddy,’ said a quiet woman’s 
voice.

He jumped, his false teeth 
clattered, a tissue swiped 
across his mouth, he swore.

‘Mutley, get out of it.’ He 
looked up at a young so� face.

‘Your tablets,’ she said. He 
blinked. ‘And some water.’

‘Mavis?’
She’s not here.’ �e so� face 

smiled at him. He coughed.
�e owner of the so� face slid 

a plate of sandwiches by his 
side. He stared at the wardrobe, 
the ceiling. He felt confused; it 

was a strange ceiling, not what 
he was used to waking up to. 
He made to move and winced 
in pain.

‘Here, let me help,’ said the 
so� face.

He frowned, groaned in pain. 
Why was his back sore? And 
down below – his feet.

�e so� face touched his arm; 
he yelped.

‘Take these,’ she said, gestur-
ing with the pills. ‘�ey’re for 
the pain. �en we can make 
you comfortable.’ She slid two 
tablets between his �ngers. He 
tried to hold.

‘Karen,’ yelled the so� face, 
‘give us a hand to sit Roddy up 
for lunch.’

He fumbled with his pills. 
What am I to do? ‘Karen!’ 
yelled the so� face.

She headed out the door.
�e tablets dropped from his 

�ngers and he fumbled with 
the blanket on his knees. What 
am I looking for?

‘Bugger,’ he shouted as 
the blankets tumbled to the 
�oor. He tried to move, bend, 
when the so� face entered 

with a schoolgirl. �e women 
shu�ed him about, tugging 
the blanket tightly around his 
hips. 

�ey talked a lot, cooed as 
he pulled a face and called his 
name so many times he lost 
count. He never even got a 
chance to ask why the school-
girl wasn’t at school.

‘�at OK, Roddy?’ She 
smiled.

‘Here,’ said the so� face. 
She slid the tablets into his 
mouth, followed by water. 
‘It’ll make you feel better.’ 
She smiled. He blinked.

‘You fell yesterday, remem-
ber?’ said the schoolgirl. He 

Continued on page 14.

Kerrie Noor. 

McIVORS
Due to McIlcheres closing we are increasing our Cowal 
Cottage bakery range, most products available in shop.

To be sure we have met your request give us a tinkle 
before 11am for next day collection or we can add it into 

your veggie box order for delivery.

Inter�ora Florist, Greengrocer, Bakery Products & Co�ee

        01586 552386

Co�ees
Deca� Co�ee  £1.50
Americano £1.50
White Co�ee £1.50
Cappuccino £1.50
Mocha  £1.50
Chocolate  £1.50
Choco Milk £1.50
Espresso  £1.50

Rolls
Morning rolls
Partbake Rolls

Filled Rolls
Barm Biscuits
Foccacia Rolls
Cheese Rolls
Sesame Rolls 

Local and 
Worldwide  

delivery 
available.
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Roddy, Mutley and the Bike Repair
Kit - a story for Alzheimer’s
swallowed the tablet, shi� ed 
uncomfortably and won-
dered if some tea would help.

Denise walked into the 
garden. � e outside light 
didn’t � ick on. She swore and 
stumbled to the back door, 
unlocked it and went into the 
kitchen. It was pretty bare, 
not much in it now. � ere was 
a time when the kitchen was 
full of cooking, people, dogs, 
even the odd hen perched on 
the window sill.

Denise � icked on the light, 
headed into the lounge, 
and � u� ed a few cushions. 
Roddy’s carer had asked her 
to bring in more clothes. 

‘He had a fall,’ she said on 
the phone, ‘ripped his trou-
sers, dropped a paperweight 
on his foot, that funny 
egg-shaped one. It’s a bit 
swollen, but we’ve given him 
something for the pain. You 
may � nd him groggy when 
you come in.’

Denise � opped on the 
couch.

He never wanted this, she 
thought, like she did every 
time she came to his house, 
held his hand or talked to 
him on the phone, especially 
when he looked for her mum.

She headed into the bed-
room, folded some clothes, 
and stopped at a photograph, 
the one of the three of them 
when she was ten. She slid it 
into the bag along with a pair 
of trousers and headed back 
to the car.

She passed the empty hen-
house with its roof � apping 
in the wind, the shed with 
the boat beside it. � e wind 

Continued from page 13. had blown it down months 
ago. Every time she passed, she 
thought of selling it, clearing 
out the shed and couldn’t face 
it. � e shed door � apped in the 
wind. Denise made to shut the 
door and stopped. She went 
inside and � icked on the light.

� ere, amongst the shelf, 
covered in dust and still 
regimentally organised, was 
Roddy’s bike repair kit. She 
turned it in her hand.

‘My dad taught me 
everything,’ she used to say.

‘How to � sh, how to mend a 
puncture, how to skin a rabbit.’ 
Not that she ever skinned a 
rabbit, but her dad was that 
sort of fella. Practical, down-
to-earth, even asked her to 
look a� er Mutley when he had 
to move into a home.

She slid the repair kit into her 
bag and promised herself to 
sort out the garden next week.

Roddy woke. � e TV was on 
in another room, his legs were 
hot under an itchy blanket 
and he could hear a trolley 
clattering down the corridor. 
He stared at the walls covered 
in photos, at the picture of his 
daughter with that Chinese 
fellow on the wardrobe door.

He turned to his side table 
and picked up the picture of 
Mavis and her � shing rod.

� e so�  face came in and 
smiled at him.

He looked at her name tag.
‘Mary?’
‘� at’s right.’ She plonked a 

tea beside his sandwiches.
‘Do you not want your sand-

wiches?’ He didn’t answer.
‘� ey’re your favourite.’ She 

tucked the sides of the blankets 
into the chair even tighter.

‘I’ll cover them up and you 

can have them later. Once your 
daughter’s been, we’ll put you 
back to bed.’

Roddy watched her leave and 
tried to wiggle...

He dozed and woke to � nd 
Mutley looking up at him like 
he hadn’t eaten since the World 
Cup. Roddy smiled at his dog. 
‘And that wasn’t yesterday.’

Mutley nudged his hand 
into a pat. ‘You hungry?’ said 
Roddy. He stared at the sand-
wiches. He � ngered the cling 
� lm, poked a hole near the 
crust and sni� ed then waved 
the plate under Mutley’s nose.

� e sandwiches tumbled 
to the � oor, egg and cress 
everywhere; Roddy watched 
as Mutley sni� ed without one 
poke, let alone a nibble.

Mutley was one of those dogs 
that always met the postie, 
found all the eggs, rooted in 

bins. He was always looking 
for food. His nose was in the 
fridge before it was opened, but 
he didn’t touch the sandwiches.

Roddy stared at the mess as 
Mary entered. She sighed.

‘Denise was going to take 
him,’ said Roddy. ‘She said he 
was too much for me.’

‘Who?’ said Mary, picking up 
the sandwiches.

‘Just because I forget her 
name, she seems to think I 
can’t manage a tin opener.’ 
Mary looked at him. ‘Tin 
opener?’

‘She means well, Mavis says, 
but then Mavis says that about 
everyone, even the postie, and 
he hated Mutley. Too smart for 
his own good, so he said.’ He 
li� ed his tea and, with a sip, 
fell back into the darkness . . .

Denise looked at her father. 
‘He looks so peaceful,’ she said.

‘It’s the tablets,’ said Mary. 
Roddy opened his eyes. He 
looked at his daughter, his eyes 
watery, his lips dry and his 
hands cold.

She hated seeing him like 
this. ‘Dad?’ she whispered. He 
didn’t say anything.

She slid the repair kit into his 
hand.

He turned it about, fumbled 
with the lid. ‘Where’s your 
bike?’ he said. ‘I’ll � x it for you.’

Roddy was soon up and 
roaming the corridors, clutch-
ing his repair kit with Mutley 
by his side.

� e carers knew all about 
Mutley, how he was buried 
next to Mavis.

� ey knew all about Mavis 
and how she had died on a trip 
to France, how he’d never been 
the same since.

� ey knew that he liked hens 
and loved to � x things and 
yet staring at him in pull-up 
trousers tossing sandwiches at 
an imaginary dog, it was hard 
to imagine.

Until Denise ventured back 
to the shed.

She stared at the shelves, all 
covered in dust and wondered. 
Is his dementia that bad that he 
wouldn’t remember something 
in here? � e place he spent all 
his time?

She took her dad out for the 
day, led him into the garden; he 
stared blankly.

She led him to the shed. He 
said nothing.

She sat him on a chair, gave 
him a cup of tea and began to 
‘go through things’.

At � rst, he stared like he 
was somewhere else. � en he 
started to help and really got 
on her nerves.

‘No, Dad, that’s going out.’
‘Dad, that’s paint thinner.’
� e carers had warned her 

...told her it was a stupid idea, 
that he’d hurt himself and 
when he pulled the drill out, 
she lost it. ‘Just leave it, Dad,’ 
she snapped.

He didn’t hear; the bike on 
the wall had caught his eye. 
It was covered up and yet the 
shape was familiar: the smell 
of rubber. He � ngered the 
cover, tugged at it. � e tyre 
poked through.

He looked at Denise. ‘Is 
that your bike?’ She stopped.

He li� ed the covers, peered 
at the tyre, pinched it like an 
expert. ‘Looks � at to me.’

Roddy woke up with the 
taste of sugary tea in his 
mouth.

He stared into his empty 
mug and was just on the verge 
of shouting ‘Mavis’ when he 
caught sight of Denise’s bike, 
leaning...waiting.

It had the � attest tyre ever.
He stumbled from his chair, 

righted himself and headed 
over to inspect. Mutley was 
soon at his side, and as he 
pulled out his repair kit, 
Mary looked in.

‘You want a tea, Roddy?’ 
She smiled. ‘Aye, it’s thirsty 
work, this bike-mending,’ he 
said. � en he looked at Mary. 
‘She back at school yet? � at 
schoolgirl?’

Mary laughed. ‘Yes, but 
she’s coming in later.’

Roddy nodded.
‘And she’s bringing in her 

bike,’ said Mary.
 If you would like to see 

more of Kerrie Noor’s work, 
visit www.kerrienoor.com

Puncture repair kit.
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According to recent Business 
Gateway research, Covid-19 remains 
a worry for more than three-quarters 
of businesses.

If this includes your business, 
Business Gateway is here to help, 
providing help on everything from 
switching to online platforms, 
business strategy, redundancy, HR, 
�exible working and crisis planning.

Across the country, the Business 
Gateway service has adapted to virtu-
al working and has been supporting 
businesses as they adapt, plan and 
change to new environments. One-
to-one support from an experienced 

local business adviser can provide a 
lifeline to help businesses rebuild and 
move forward and the team continues 
to provide free help to new and exist-
ing business owners. In Argyll and 
Bute since lockdown began, Business 
Gateway has received double the 
volume of enquiries compared to last 
year and has helped more than 150 
business owners adapt to Covid-19.

�e pandemic has also clearly 
shown the value businesses gain from 
using online platforms, which can 
provide a direct, low-cost way to keep 
in touch with clients and potentially 
facilitate online sales. Over the com-

ing months, digital upskilling and 
maximising the use of technology 
will continue to be a powerful tool 
in helping bring the country out of 
the �nancial crisis and, given this, 
it is vitally important businesses 
continue to get the most out of digital 
platforms.

Business Gateway has a range of 
webinars running in November that 
focus on relevant topics for business 
owners who want the most out of 
digital platforms. �is includes ses-
sions on Facebook for business; how 
to develop video for social media and 
producing engaging online content. 

DigitalBoost, Scotland’s national 
digital training programme, deliv-
ered by Business Gateway, is a critical 
tool for businesses during this period. 

Now in its ��h year, DigitalBoost 
provides businesses with free support 
to help them improve productivity  
and increase resilience through we-
binars, guides, video tutorials, case 
studies and one-to-one advice.

By contacting Business Gateway 
Argyll and Bute, businesses may be 
able to secure one hour with a digital 
specialist to help across a range of is-
sues such as digital strategy, building 
an e-commerce platform, improving 

search engine optimization and 
much more. Following completion 
of the Digital Health Check available 
via the website, more intensive digital 
support may also be available from 
DigitalBoost to help established busi-
nesses implement their growth plans, 
on topics including building online 
booking and ticketing systems, social 
media, cyber resilience, data analyt-
ics, digital marketing strategy and 
e-commerce.

For more information and to con-
nect with Business Gateway please 
visit  www.bgateway.com or contact 
the local team on 01546 808363.

Digital skills help businesses respond to Covid crisis

Fish and chip shop brings home the 
catch after DigitalBoost support
An award-winning �sh 
and chip shop takeaway in 
Helensburgh has adapted to 
Covid-19 restrictions with 
the creation of a new website 
and introduction of online 
ordering following support 
from DigitalBoost, delivered 
by Business Gateway.

�e Wee Kelpie is a world-re-
nowned �sh and chip shop 
established in 2011. Led by 
husband and wife team Nicola 
and Kerr Raeburn, the business 
closed at the start of lockdown 
to ensure the health and safety 
of their team.

Following this, Nicola and 
Kerr approached Business 
Gateway to identify how they 
could adapt their business 
model to re-open in the safest 
way possible and limit their ex-
posure to the public to reduce 
the spread of the virus.

�rough DigitalBoost, the 
couple accessed one-to-one 
support, including expert 
advice as they started building 
their �rst website. Nicola was 
supported as she went through 
appointing a web developer, 
with Business Gateway input 
to the plan and brief helping 
ensure the website met their 
business needs.

Business Gateway was also 
able to signpost funding 
opportunities and the Wee 
Kelpie secured funding 
through the Business Gateway 
Local Growth Accelerator 
Programme towards their new 
website and the equipment 
needed to adapt their opera-
tions. �e programme is fund-
ed by Argyll and Bute Council 
and the European Regional 
Development Fund 2014-20 
Structural Funds Programme.

Nicola said: ‘Before the 
pandemic, we relied on footfall 
and word of mouth to drive 
sales. A�er deciding to close, 
we knew we had to explore 
other ways of operating and 
Business Gateway was there 
to help take us through this 
process.

‘�rough DigitalBoost, we 
were able to access expert, 
impartial help which was 
invaluable as we started the 
process of building a website. It 
was particularly helpful as we 
searched for a web-developer 
to support us, as I received 
several quotes and con�icting 
advice from design agencies. 
Our DigitalBoost consultant, 
however, was friendly, knowl-
edgeable and explained things 

clearly to us, outlining what 
we needed to do to adapt and 
launch a new platform.’

Jen Smith, business adviser 
for Business Gateway Argyll 
and Bute, said: ‘It is rewarding 

Kerr and Nicola Raeburn, owners of The Wee Kelpie. 

to see how this package of 
support has come together 
for Nicola and her team and 
assisted their safe re-opening.

Having a strong online pres-
ence will continue to be vital 

for businesses and for many 
this can be daunting, espe-
cially if this is something they 
haven’t done before. However, 
the DigitalBoost programme 
can help, providing free, 

expert, impartial advice to 
support businesses as they take 
their operations online, and 
our Local Growth Accelerator 
Programme remains open to 
those looking to grow.’
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When it comes to our homes and all 
things related to property, one thing 
is for sure: the Covid-19 crisis means 
it is time for a huge 
reassessment.
 Who on earth would 
have thought that 
2020 would have 
turned out the way it 
has? The uncertainty 
and unchartered 
territory we now find 
ourselves in has made 
us all rethink our day-
to-day lives, especially 
how and where we live 
and work.
Never, in our lifetimes, 
have our homes played such an impor-
tant role in our financial, physical and 
social well-being.
Families in flats or with small gardens 
want to move to more spacious prop-
erties, or make the most of what space 
they have; home-aloners want to live 
nearer to family or in towns and villages. 
Lots of us realise that we need to do 
some serious rethinking about what we 
need and how we will achieve this both 
practically and financially.
Or do we just need to ‘reinvent the 
wheel?’
Think about it: the home and property 
model for the second half of the 20th 
century still dominates – but the mum 
and dad and their 2.4 kids in a ‘nuclear 
family’ unit is not a comfortable fit as 
the 21st century unfolds.
The ‘blended’ family of yours, mine and 

ours, the soaring 
price of property and 
care of the elderly all hark 
back to earlier times.  
Family homes were al-
ways multi-generational; 
Victorian and Edwardian 
epidemics, pandemics, 
the heavy loss of lives in 
wars meant households 
included a grandparent 
or two, widowed uncle, 
spinster aunt and the 
occasional orphaned 
sibling, along with chil-

dren living at home until they married or 
saved enough for a home.  Take a look at 
the size of the Victorian villas in our major 
towns and the old farmhouses; they were 
built to be full of people.
And the majority of the West Highlands 
worked from home – only back then 
it was crofts or weaving. The idea of 
‘tele-crofting’ popular 20 or so years 
ago suddenly makes sense. Only this 
time the byres will be offices, and work-
shops and studios will be alongside the 
remaining weaving sheds.
Looking at housing needs across soci-
ety, and a couple of centuries, makes 
our own, new circumstances seem less 
daunting. We have faced major changes 
before and it has all worked out fine - 
so don’t let uncertainty stop you from 
living your best possible life in the best 
possible home.

Rethink
 RELOCATE OR RENOVATE?

We have faced 
major changes 
before and it has 
all worked out 
� ne - so don’t let 
uncertainty stop 
you from living 
your best possible 
life in the best 
possible home.’

"one"

Rethink

We have the largest stock of reclaimed 
Ballachulish slate in the North of Scotland, also a 
wide range of good quality reclaimed Welsh. We 
also offer competitive rates to buy slates on or off 
the roof.  Delivery service throughout Scotland 
with our flexible transport system at competitive 
rates.

www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk
Telephone 07778 829604

HIGHL ANDSLATESUPPLIES
RECL AIMED & NEW SL ATE

Alexander Roofing
Roofing & Roofline Solutions

ALL ROOFING REPAIRS & RESTORATION WORK UNDERTAKEN
Slating • Tiling • Pointing Work

New Roofs • Re-Roofing
Flat Roofing • Roof Cleaning • De-Mossing

Anti-Moss & Fungal Treatments
Protective roof coatings available in various colours
FASCIA & ROOFLINE UPGRADES

Specialist Fitters of Upvc Fascias • Soffits
Barge Boards • Cladding • Gutterings &

Down Pipes • Dry Verge Systems
All available in various colours and styles

GENERAL BUILDING &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Roughcasting & Harling
Sandstone Restoration & Re-Facing

All exterior House Painting undertaken
Call for FREE estimates and advice

Tel: 01463 896 848 • Mobile: 07926 223 577
Working throughout the Highlands

Gutterings Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced
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Relocate
After coming to a screeching halt when the Covid 
crisis began, the property market is back in action
This has been a tricky year for the number crunchers who 
analyse the property market.
The  latest provisional statistics from the UK House Price 
Index, published at the start of October, show that the av-
erage price  of a property in Scotland in July 2020 was 
£155,335, an increase of 0.4 per cent on July 2019.
The volume of residential sales in Scotland in  May 
2020 was 3,085, a decrease of 67.7 per cent on the original 
provisional estimate for May 2019. 
This compares with a decrease of 56.1 per cent in England, 
60.4 per cent in Wales, and 68.3 per cent in Northern 
Ireland.
Commenting on the volume of sales across Scotland, 
Janet Egdell, at Registers of Scotland, said: ‘These � gures 
clearly show the ongoing impact on housing market ac-
tivity of the measures introduced to tackle the pandemic. 
The government guidance at the time was for housing 
transactions to be postponed and rescheduled wherever 
possible. 
‘Throughout this period Registers of Scotland delivered 
a range of digital solutions to support those transactions 
that could go ahead safely while adhering to government 
guidance.
‘In subsequent months we have seen a signi� cant amount 
of this delayed activity come through for registration.’
In Scotland, detached properties showed the largest 
increase, rising by 1.9 per cent in the year to July 2020 to 
£271,709. Flats showed a decrease, falling by 0.8 per cent 
in the year to July 2020 to £110,851.
Average price increases were recorded in the majority of 
local authorities, when comparing prices with the previ-
ous year. 
Across the UK, residential property transactions rose 15.6 
per cent in August following introduction of the stamp 
duty holiday.
Figures from the Building Societies Association show that 
there has been a marked uplift in the number of people, 
who say that now is a good time to buy a property: 37 per 
cent in September compared to 25 per cent in June. 

A good time 
to buy and 
sell: house 
sales are 
moving again are you worrIed 

about your 
energy bIlls 
rIght now?
If you or someone you know are 
worried about energy bills, we can help.

We’re open; call us for free help and 
impartial advice.

Call Home Energy Scotland 
on 0808 808 2282 to speak 
to a friendly advisor.

Home Energy Scotland
We’re all responsible for the energy we use in our homes. 
Whether you’re a homeowner, private or social renter, student, or you live at 
home with your parents, there are many things you can do to reduce how 
much energy you use and how much is spent.
Follow Energy Savings Trust tips and advice for straightforward ways to save 
energy, lower your bills and reduce your carbon footprint.
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/hub/quick-tips-to-save-energy/

Highland Slate Supplies
Highland Slate Supplies specialise 
in reclaimed and new roo� ng slate, 
with over 40 years experience 
in the roo� ng industry. With the 
largest stock of reclaimed slate in 
the North of Scotland, their aim 
is to provide only the best quality 
reclaimed slate for restoration, 
extensions and new builds. Visit 
www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk

Bespoke Timber Services
Bespoke Timber Services use 
only the best of materials 100%! 
Including a 3x2 regular framing 
plus vapour barrier, then cladded 
with 19mm tongue and groove 
boards.  From a small garden shed 
to a double garage..... Bespoke 
timber services have your back! 
Get in touch on 07494 854813. 
www.bespoketimberservices.com

Alexander Roo� ng
Alexander Roo� ng specialises in 
roo� ng and roo� ine solutions, 
covering all of Argyll and 
Lochaber. It’s that time of year 
when moss needs to be cleared 
and gutters cleaned, repaired or 
replaced. O� ering everything 
from new roofs to new so�  ts and 
everything in between. Call 01463 
896 848 or 07926 223 577



Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 30 October 202018 FEATURE

Renovate
Gardens, kitchens and bathrooms are our top pri-
orities if we plan on staying put
One in two people, 48 per cent, are planning home im-
provements - with a planned average spend of £2,362.
‘With the world facing such change and uncertainty, 
many people have been able to find comfort in their 
homes. For some, it has been the simple pleasure of 
gardening or being able to enjoy more family meal 
times together,’ said James Fairclough, director of AA 
Financial Services which undertook the new research.
He added that the findings suggest there has been a 
growing appreciation of the positive aspects of home 
life during lockdown, with 89 per cent of adults saying 
their home has been essential in supporting their men-
tal health and wellbeing, more so among women  - 91 
per cent compared to 86 per cent of men.
The number one priority was the garden, with nearly 
a quarter of people, 24 per cent saying this was 
important.

 Other priorities included:
    • Kitchen - 15 per cent 
    • Bathroom - 12 per cent 
    • Study - 6 per cent 
    • Games room - 5 per cent 
    • Conservatory - 4 per cent 
When it came to extending homes, four per cent both 
said that they wanted to make a downstairs room bigger 
or add a bedroom in each case.
 The average planned spend was £2,362, rising to £3,019 
in Edinburgh. Interestingly, the research found there was 
very little contrast between those who were being paid 
as usual and those who had taken a pay cut to stay in 
work - £2,259 vs £2,279.
 When it came to how they were going to � nance the chang-
es, more than a quarter said they would use their savings, 27 
per cent rising to 32 per cent of those in Edinburgh. 
HOW TO PAY
    • Disposable income - 22 per cent 
    • Credit card - 7 per cent 
    • Personal loan - 5 per cent 
    • Borrowing from friends and family - 5 per cent 
    • Adding to mortgage - 5 per cent
    • Overdraft - 5 per cent

Established 2005  •  Isle of  Jura • Serving Argyll & The Islands
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‘The fact that many are putting aside signi� cant sums of 
money to make home alterations after lockdown sug-
gests they have been able to � nd positives to spending 
more time at home,’ James said.
‘Making changes to their homes is a sign they hope 
certain aspects of their new pace of life will remain as we 
edge our way out of lockdown.’ 
IS YOUR PLAN PERMITTED?
Small alterations and extensions can go ahead without 
applying under ‘permitted development’.
Make sure you know which is which; remember, go ahead 
regardless without the necessary permission and you can 
expect to be served with an enforcement notice.
For peace of mind make sure you take the time to avoid this.
If you live in a Conservation Area or your home is a listed 
building, be very careful.
Building Warrants are unique to Scotland, the nearest that 
England and Wales have is building control approval. This 
is where people moving to Scotland can come unstuck; 
work cannot start on site until warrants are approved, 
thus showing compliance with regulations on new builds 
and alterations and any demolition work. Just as with 
permitted development there are exemptions.
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City Plumbing Supplies
Whether you're looking for 
inspiration or need a complete 
bathroom makeover, CPS has a 
big selection to choose from in 
their showroom in Glengallan 
Road. They o� er a measuring and 
CAD design service, and advice 
on the best bathroom to suit 
your family’s needs. Visit www.
cityplumbing.co.uk for more info

MBC Ltd
MBC Ltd is a family run business, 
established in 2005. The team 
operates all over Argyll and the 
Islands. Specialising in Septic Tank 
Emptying, registered with SEPA 
and CHAS. Call for a competitive 
quote and hassle free service 
on 07521 162432 or email info@
mbcargyll.com. Thank you for 
your custom.

WK Soudan Ltd
Highland Slate Supplies specialise 
in reclaimed and new roo� ng slate, 
with over 40 years experience 
in the roo� ng industry. With the 
largest stock of reclaimed slate in 
the North of Scotland, their aim 
is to provide only the best quality 
reclaimed slate for restoration, 
extensions and new builds. Visit 
www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk

Nearly 
half of us 
want to 
renovate

Online services to the rescue
The online eDevelopment.scot – homepage of the 
Scotland-wide system for making applications 
online has come into its own during the present 
Covid crisis. It links to your local council and has 
downloadable user guides plus a technical support 
desk.
New builds and larger projects need permission 
granted via local councils and they have risen to the 
challenge.
Argyll and Bute Council has said it recognises the im-
portance for inspection of sites or works prior to the 
acceptance of Completion Certificates and Temporary 
Occupation/Use Certificates, and its systems have 
adapted to the challenges of Covid-19.  
As well as physical site inspections all councils are 
offering Remote Virtual Inspections using Skype and 
other platforms where possible.
This can be done in cases where the Building Standard 
Surveyor is of the opinion that a virtual inspection can 
provide the equivalent of a site inspection. Provision 
of certification and other evidence can include 
photographs.
Remember that the final decision on how this is carried 
out rests with the council deciding what method is the 
most appropriate.
‘These arrangements ensure that we can provide a 
quality of service which meets your needs, whilst 
protecting public health,’ said Argyll and Bute Council, 
adding: ‘Whilst as a service we are well equipped to 
work flexibly from home, it is anticipated that there 
may continue to be some disruption due to staff avail-
ability and delivery of processes which currently rely 
on hardcopy documentation.’
Back in March the Minister for Local Government, 
Housing and Planning, Kevin Stewart MSP, wrote to 
local councils at the start of the Covid outbreak, giv-
ing additional guidance on the duration of building 
warrants, extending the validity and determination of 
application – refusal and deemed refusals. 
Local authorities are responsible for granting permis-
sion for work to be done with building warrants and 
for a completed building to be occupied by issuing a 
completion certificate.
His guidance was to ensure that where work was 
paused as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic that appli-
cants would not be disadvantaged through the expiry 
of their building warrant.
‘I appreciate that granting an extension to a building 
warrant requires further work and as a result a fee is 
normally charged,’ he said.
‘However, at this time it is important that the fee does 
not prevent contractors getting back to work in a safe 
and responsible manner in order to complete works for 
applicants.’
He called for councils to use their discretion, particu-
larly for small works that were halted by the pandemic.
This guidance specifically addresses small works in-
cluding those to existing homes and business premises 
and where delays to the completion of works have 
been caused by the pause in construction due to the 
pandemic.
This timescale allows for any work that was paused due 
to the pandemic to have restarted and any necessary 
extension warrant to have been applied for; the origi-
nal extension was until the end of this month (October), 
but expect to see further extensions and always check 
with council departments before proceeding.
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Midton smashes charity 
target after a fi ery start The MS Centre’s smart 

new logo, designed by 
Midton Acrylics. 

A Lochgilphead manufac-
turing � rm has smashed a 
fundraising target for its 
chosen charity.

Each year sta�  at Midton 
Acrylics choose a local char-
ity to support and for 2020 
the chosen bene� ciary has 
been the Multiple Sclerosis 
Centre Argyll.

In a ‘normal’ year  - re-
member the ones we used to 
have prior to 2020? - Midton 
personnel would enthu-
siastically have got stuck 
into competitive bake-o� s, 
sponsored runs and more.

Red-hot start
A Just Giving page was 

set up and things got o�  
to a red-hot start when 
Lee Maclean and Tristan 
Bowden of Midton took part 
in the MS Centre � re walk 
back in January.

� e year was going so well 

until coronavirus restrictions 
arrived in March.

While the MS Centre 
successfully moved to remote 
care and support for service 
users, Midton quickly adapt-
ed its manufacturing focus 
to help the battle against the 
pandemic by making face 
shields, transparent screens 
and more besides.

Amid the constant-
ly-changing pandemic 
picture and pressures of 
maintaining output while 
socially distancing, the 
company never lost sight 
of its fundraising target 
and last week announced 
on Facebook that its £1,000 
target for the MS Centre had 
not only been reached, but 
exceeded.

Midton posted: ‘We cannot 
thank everyone enough 
who has donated - we are so 

lucky be a part of an amazing 
community and work with 
incredible clients.’

MS Centre manager Karen 
McCurry replied: ‘� ank you 
all so much. � e Midton team 
have been a huge support to MS 
Argyll and not only through 
fundraising but by o� ering 
design skills to produce our 
new logos and helping make 
the centre a safer place to be by 
making screens.

‘We appreciate all your sup-
port. � anks also to all who 
have generously supported 
your fundraising.’

Tristan Bowden of Midton 
braved the � rewalk in 

January to support the 
Multiple Sclerosis Centre 

Argyll. 06_a05Firewalk10

STARTERS

SOUP OF THE DAY £5.50
Served with a warm bread roll and butter 
(vegetarian)

SEAFOOD SOUP £6.50
with warm bread roll and butter

HADDOCK, LANGOUSTINE AND VINE 
TOMATOES BAKE £9
with chilli herb and garlic oil served with a 
warm bread roll

MACARONI CHEESE £7 
with garlic bread - add smoked salmon 
£1.50

HAND DIVED TAYVALLICH LANDED KING 
SCALLOPS £12
3 scallops pan fried in garlic butter served 
with dressed leaves

CLASSIC MOULES MARINIÈRE £8
Scottish mussels steamed in white wine, 
cream, garlic and onions served with a 
warm bread roll 

SOUND OF JURA LANGOUSTINE £10
Served hot in garlic butter with a bread 
roll or served cold with salad and garlic 
mayonnaise

MAIN COURSES

FISH & CHIPS £13
in our own beer batter served with tartare 
sauce

SOUND OF JURA LANGOUSTINE £21
baked in garlic butter or served cold with 
garlic mayonnaise and salad - both served 
with rustic chips

HAND DIVED TAYVALLICH LANDED KING 
SCALLOPS £25
6 king scallops pan fried in garlic butter 
served with salad and rustic chips

MACARONI CHEESE £10
with ciabatta garlic bread - 
Add smoked salmon £3

CLASSIC MOULES MARINIÈRE £14.50
Scottish mussels steamed in white wine, 
cream, garlic and onions served with a 
warm bread roll or swap to chips for £2

HOT SMOKED SALMON AND PRAWN 
LINGUINE £16.50
in a white wine and cream sauce, served 
with garlic bread

HADDOCK, SMOKED SALMON AND PRAWN 
GRATIN £17
oven baked with a cheese, cream and 

leek sauce, topped with breadcrumbs and 
served with rustic chips

10Z RIBEYE STEAK £28
served with roasted vine tomatoes, onion 
rings, rustic chips, salad and peppercorn 
sauce.  

HOMEMADE BEEF BURGER £12
2 x 4oz burgers served on a seeded bun 
with salad, onion rings and burger sauce 
served with rustic chips on the side - add 
cheese & bacon - £1 each

CURRY OF THE DAY  £12
served with wild rice, popadom, mango 
chutney & spiced onions

SIDES

RUSTIC SKIN ON CH IPS £3.

MIXED LEAF SALAD £3

ONION RINGS £3

2 WARM BREAD ROLLS AND BUTTER £2

GARLIC BREAD £3

SOMETHING SWEET

BANOFFEE PIE £6 
biscuit base with toffee sauce & bananas 
topped with fresh cream

WARM CHOCOLATE BROWNIE £6
with chocolate sauce and vanilla ice 
cream

TODAYS CHEESECAKE £6
with toasted oats and fresh raspberries

WEE ISLE DAIRY ICE CREAM

1 SCOOP £2 // 2 SCOOPS £4 // 3 SCOOPS £6
Chocolate, Vanilla, Strawberry & Salted 
Caramel

LEMON SORBET £4

CHILDREN’S MENU

FISH AND CHIPS £7
fresh haddock fi llet in our own batter served 
with chips

CURRY OF THE DAY £7
served with wild rice and popadom (curry 
may be spicy, please ask)

CHICKEN GOUJONS £7
fresh chicken fi llet in our own batter served 
with chips and beans

4oz BEEF BURGER £7
served with chips

MINI MOULES MARINIERE £7
with chips

MACARONI CHEESE £7
served with garlic bread

*Please make our team aware if you have any allergies, we can provide you with our full allergen menu.

A menu to match the views
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United Auctions, Dalmally, 
Friday October 23: sold 
2059 sheep of all classes. 
Lambs sold to £72.50 for 
Texel crosses from Ardbeg 
to average £53.10 (+£13.95). 
A good following of buyers 
in attendance ensured all 
classes of stock on o� er 
was easily sold.  Blackface 
lambs were in keen demand 
and sold beyond sellers’ 
expectations.

Leading Prices Per Head
Lambs – Su� X - £70.00, 

Achnacone. TexX - £72.50, 
Ardbeg; £69.00, Dunans; 
£67.00, Ormsary Farmers; 
£66.50, Maam Farm; £65.50, 
Ellary Farms; £65.50, Ardbeg; 
£62.00, Ederline Estate; 
£60.50, Maam Farm; £60.00, 
Bragleenmore. Chev - £71.00, 
£68.50, Bunlarie; £66.00, Tigh 
Airidh; £64.00, Ellary Estate; 
£64.00, Maam Farm; £61.00, 
Birch� eld. Cross - £68.00, 
Brackley; £67.50, Kilvaree 
Farm; £65.00, Bunlarie; 

£63.00, Brackley; £61.00, 
Laggan Barguillean; £60.00, 
Acharonich. BF - £70.50, 
High Balantyre; £68.00, 
Acharonich; £66.00, Raera; 
£66.00, Duncroisk; £65.00, 
Achnacone; £63.00, Castles 
Estate; £62.00, Auchreoch; 
£61.00, Laggan Barguillean; 
£60.50, Brackley; £60.00, 
Duncroisk; £59.00, Cuiluaine; 
£59.00, Acharonich; £57.00, 
Castles Estate; £57.00, Auch-
lyne; £57.00, High Balantyre; 
£56.00, Tigh Airigh; £56.00, 
Corrylorn.

Ewes – TexX - £75.00, 
Dunans. Chev - £60.00, 
£58.00, Castles Farms. Mule 
- £66.00, £65.00, Ormsary 
Farmers; £57.00, Duncroisk. 
BF - £60.00, £50.00, £51.00, 
Castles Estate; £50.00, 
Dunans.

Correct Ewes
Cross - £57.00, Colquhalzie; 

£50.00, High Balantyre. BF - 
£66.00, Laggan Barguillean; 
£60.00, Eden Taggart; £59.00, 

Cuiluaine; £58.00, Duncroisk.
Ewe Lambs – BF - £63.00, 

Raera; £59.00, Castles Estate; 
£56.00, Saulmore; £56.00, 
Achnaba; £50.00, Bragleen-
more.

Leading Prices Per Kilo
Lambs – TexX – 218p, 

Ellary Estate; 216p, Maam 
Farm; 214p, Bragleenmore; 
214p, Ederline Estate; 198p, 
Ardbeg; 195p, Ederline Estate; 
191p, Ormsary Farmers; 190p, 
Maam Farm; 190p, Ederline 
Estate. Chev – 208p, High 
Balantyre; 207p, Birch� eld; 
206p, Ellary Farms; 204p, Tigh 
Airidh; 200p, Maam Farm; 
199p, 194p,Tigh Airidh; 192p, 
Maam Farm. Cross – 214p, 
Acharonich; 205p, Laggan 
Barguillean; 204p, Brackley; 
203p, Ellary Farms; 200p, 
Cluaran; 199p, Tigh Airidh; 
191p, Brackley; 190p, Ardbeg. 
Mule – 200p, Maam Farm. 
BF – 230p, Dunans; 211p, 
Auchlyne; 210p, 209p,Raera; 
203p, Achnacone; 200p, 

Tigh Airidh; 200p, Cuiluaine; 
200p, Duncroisk; 200p, 
197p, Acharonich; 194p, 
Duncroisk; 193p, Birch� eld; 
193p, Bragleenmore; 192p, 
Raera; 191p, Auchreoch; 191p, 
Castles Estate.
United Auctions, Stirling, 
Monday October 26: sold 
2174 suckled calves and also 
forward 4032 store lambs 
and feeding sheep.

Bullocks (1295) averaged 
253.7p to 409.5p per kg for 
a 232kg CHX from Upper 
Samieston and £1105 for a 
430kg CH from Cameron.

Heifers (865) averaged 
241.2p to 390.6p per kg for 
a 256kg CHX from Upper 
Samieston and £1080 for 
a 392kg LimX from Upper 
Spittleton. Young Bulls  (15) 
averaged 248.9p to 289.2p 
per kg for a 287kg CHX from 
Upper Samieston and £830 
for a 287kg ChX from Upper 
Samieston.

Leading prices per 

head/kg: Bullocks: Upto 
250kg- Upper Samieston 
£950.00, 409.50p; 251-
300kgs- Polquhairn £900.00, 
332.10p; 301-350kgs- Upper 
Samieston £930.00, 296.40p; 
351-400kgs- Cameron 
£1060.00, Posso 268.80p; 
401-450kgs– Cameron £1105, 
257.10p; 451-500kgs– Cuttle-
hill £990, 215.70p.

Heifers: Upto 250kg- Kirk-
land £640.00, Laughtmuir-
side 277.80ppk; 251-300kgs 
– Upper Samieston 
£1000.00, 390.60p; 301-
350kgs– Glenrath £920.00, 
275.00p; 351-400kgs– Upper 
Spittleton £1080.00, 275.50p 
401-450kgs- Upper Spittleton 
£1010.00, 246.30p; 451-
500kgs– Burnbank £950.00, 
Knowhead 194.70; 501-
551kgs – Garrick £1030.00, 
203.60ppk.

United Auctions sold 4032 
Store Lambs and Feeding 
Sheep.

Store Lamb Averages

TexX- £75.43 (+1.27) on the 
week - Mule- £73.28 (+£6.18) 
on the week. Su� X- £73.55 
(+£0.80) on the week; Chev- 
£65.21 (+£2.98) on the week; 
BTexX - £81.60 (+£0.12) on the 
week; BF- £58.07 (+£0.16) on 
the week.

Leading Prices
Store Lambs- Mount 

Pleasant (Tex) £88.00; 
Whitburn (Tex) £86.50; 
Easter Lumbennie (Tex) 
£83.50; Stobbs (Mule Ewe 
Lambs) £92.00; Auldmurroch 
(Mule Ewe Lambs) £75.50; 
Newbigging (Mule) £75.50; 
Glenhervie (Mule) £74.50; 
Mount Pleasant (Su� ) £87.50; 
Easter Lumbennie (Su� ) 
£77.00; Glenehervie (Su� ) 
£76.50; Clockan (Chev) £70.00 
& £67.50; Middleknowes 
(Chev) £65.50; Balafark (BTex) 
£90.00; Strathnafanaig (BTex) 
£89.00; Newbigging (BTex) 
£86.00; Eastmill (BF) £70.00; 
Outerwards (BF) £68.00; 
Gartincaber (BF) £67.50.

Around the markets

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

Perthshire...
Exclusive short story from Denzil Meyrick... 
Formula One’s Lee McKenzie... Top drams... 

Stunning Edinburgh interiors.. Beautiful 
butterfl ies... Simulated stalking on Skye... 
Veterans’ inspirational off road journey

November issue

Perthshire 
Area feature

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier



 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Tel. 07900048362

VAUXHALL MERIVA 60 PLATE

55k miles. Good runner 
needs new door lock and 

boot lock. No MOT sold for 
spares or repair

£200 Ono
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S & S Services Isuzu
01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

 21MY D-MAX
COMING SOON!

WATCH THIS 
SPACE FOR 

MORE DETAILS

S&S services will be bringing you the 
All New D-Max 2021 soon

� e award-winning Isuzu 
D-Max has recorded its 
strongest ever sales perfor-
mance in July, up 50% on the 
same month last year.  As the 
company prepares for launch 
of the All-New D-Max in 2021, 
Isuzu UK is recruiting new 
dealers to help it achieve its 
medium-term target of 10,000 
sales per year by 2025. 
� anks to its 3.5t towing 
capacity, shi� -on-the-� y 4WD 
system and one-tonne payload, 
the Isuzu D-Max has been 
highly decorated with a whole 
host of accolades including 
the What Van? Pick-Up of the 
Year 2020. As well as industry 
professionals, the D-Max is 
also held in high regard by its 
loyal - and growing - customer 
base.
Farmers, tradespeople and 
f leet customers are attracted 
by the D-Max’s rugged 
reliability and broad range 

of accessories and f leet solu-
tions, while customers who 
use their truck for business 
and pleasure love the sophis-
tication and the distinctive 
styling of the ‘Adventure’ 
range models like the Blade 
and XTR.
In addition to record sales, 
interest in the brand is also 
at an all-time high with the 
Isuzu website witnessing 
record tra�  c and brochure 
downloads last month as the 
country steadily opens back up 
for business.
William Brown, Managing 
Director of Isuzu UK, 
commented: “Our team has 
worked exceptionally hard 
to achieve this fantastic sales 
record and it’s great to see that 
more people are recognising 
the capabilities and strengths 
of our award-winning truck.   
Moving forward, we’re 
currently getting ready for 

ISUZU D-MAX SALES UP 50%

the arrival of the All-New 
D-Max due next year. We’re 
extremely excited about this 
as the new model raises the 

bar in the pick-up segment 
for comfort and safety, while 
retaining Isuzu’s traditional 
strengths of durability and 

practicality”.
As a brand, Isuzu is � rmly on 
track to achieving its busi-
ness objective of reaching 

10,000 sales per year by 2025. 
Contact S&S Services to start 
your Isuzu experience today! 
Tel: 01292 880080

TO BOOK A TEST DRIVE 
CALL  01292 880080



According to MIB data, more 
than 130 people are killed and 
26,000 injured by an unin-
sured or untraced driver. � is 
equates to one casualty every 
20 minutes. E� orts to remove 
uninsured vehicles from the 

road continue year-round, 
with approximately 130,000 
uninsured vehicles seized by 
police every year.
Driving without car insurance 
is illegal. You can have your 
vehicle seized and potentially 

TAKE A MOMENT 
TO CHECK YOUR 
CAR INSURANCE IS 
CURRENT, SAYS GEM

> Take a look at your car insurance details. Check 
the registration number on the policy is correct, 
check who is insured to drive and when the policy 
expires.

> Check whether the policy will auto-renew or 
whether you have to contact your insurer to 
renew.

> If you can’t locate your policy details, check your 
car is insured using the Motor Insurers’ Database

> If you are allowing someone else to drive your car, 
make sure your policy allows other drivers with 
their own comprehensive cover to drive it. If not, 
you will need to include them as named drivers 
on your policy.

ROAD SAFETY organisation GEM Motoring Assist 
is encouraging drivers to take a moment before 
setting o�  and ensuring the vehicle they are using 
is properly insured. The call comes at the start of 
‘Op Drive Insured 2020’, a week-long campaign by 
police across the country in partnership with the 
Motor Insurers’ Bureau (MIB) to reduce the number 
of uninsured vehicles on the UK’s roads.

crushed, along with a £300 
penalty ticket and six points 
on your licence.
GEM chief executive Neil 
Worth comments: “GEM 
is supporting this week of 
heightened enforcement, which 
we believe is an e� ective way of 
highlighting the risks posed by 
drivers of uninsured vehicles.
“You may think of an un-
insured vehicle as generally 
being driven by a criminal – or 
at least an individual with little 
care for road safety attempting 
to get away without paying 
– but the same rules apply to 
anyone whose insurance might 

have lapsed because they for-
got to renew the policy, or they 
changed cars, or they’re in a 
car they wrongly thought they 
were covered to drive.
“� at’s why we’re encouraging 
every driver to check their in-
surance, make a note of who’s 
covered on the policy, when it’s 
due to run out, and whether or 
not it’s set to renew automati-
cally. � ese checks are all the 
responsibility of the driver, 
and there are harsh � nes for 
falling foul of the rules.”
Check you’re insured – before 
you set o� : tips from GEM to 
stay on the right side of the law.
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W. D. SEMPLE
WHY BUY YOUR NEW CAR 
FROM W.D. SEMPLE?
1. Its just a short drive away, meaning 
less fuel and less time out of your day
2. Take advantage of our service 
department for all your maintenance 
and repair needs 
3. When you shop locally, more money 
will stay in your local economy

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE * T&C’S APPLY

Supporting Argyll and the Islands since 1953
Islands Special - Ask about our same day servicing

Come and view New and Pre-Reg Renaults and Dacias ready for immediate delivery
W.D. Semple - the oldest established Renault dealer in Scotland

DACIA 
DUSTER
Rugged and robust

Starting from 

£11,745 *

DACIA 
SANDERO
The smarter 
supermini

Starting from 

£7,995 *

ALL-NEW 
RENAULT 
CAPTUR
Your choice, 
Your Captur

Starting from 

£19,095 *

DACIA 
SANDERO 
STEPWAY
Small but mighty

Starting from 

£10,145 *

RENAULT 
CLIO
30 Years in the 
making

Starting from 

£15,895 *

RENAULT 
KADJAR
SUV by Renault 

Starting from 

£24,695 *



With over 50% of tyres 
driven on Britain’s roads 
being below the vehicle 
manufacturers’
recommendation, TyreSafe 
is urging drivers to get into 
the habit of carrying out 
regular checks this Tyre 
Safety Month.
Correct air pressure is 
essential to ensure safety 
on the road. If the tyres 
are under- or over-in�ated 
they have less contact than 
when they’re properly 
in�ated and can cause 
handling problems while 
driving. Incorrect air 
pressure will also add to 
the vehicle’s running costs 
and reduce tyre life. In fact, 
TyreSafe research shows 
up to £1billion 1  could 
be being wasted by UK 
motorists in unnecessary 
fuel bills purely because of 
underin�ated tyres.
TyreSafe is highlighting the 
message as part of October 
2020’s Tyre Safety Month 
with an animation called 
�e Good, �e Bad and 
�e Underin�ated, which 

can be viewed at TyreSafe.
org or on YouTube. �e 
animation is part of this 
year’s campaign which 
asks, Are your tyres ready 
for ACTion?.
To correctly in�ate a tyre, 
owners should �rst check 
their tyre size. �is can be 
found on the
sidewall of each tyre and 
will be a sequence of 
numbers and letters such 
as 195/55 R16. On modern 
cars, the front and rear size 
maybe di�erent, and if that 
is the case both have to be 
taken into account. �e 
appropriate pressure will 
be found in a chart in the 
handbook, fuel �ller cap 
or one of the front door 
pillars.
An accurate pressure gauge 
should be used to check 
each tyre’s pressure and 
in�ated to the correct level. 
�is will need adjusting 
should the vehicle be driv-
en fully loaded rather than 
with just a light load.
To help owners, TyreSafe 
has a new app available 

through Google Play and 
the Apple App
Store which will help guide 
them through the process. 
�e app also allows them 
to store the tyre size and 
pressure information, and 
if they allow noti�cations, 
they will receive a monthly 
reminder to check their 
tyres again.
Stuart Jackson, Chair 
of TyreSafe, said: 
“Underin�ation is argua-
bly the most common tyre 
defect. �at’s frustrating as 
it’s in everybody’s interest 
to ensure pressure is set to 
the right level.
Not only are the risks of an 
incident reduced, owners 
also reduce motoring costs. 
As we’re all watching our 
spending at the moment, it 
makes sense to ensure tyre 
pressures are right for the 
vehicle and its load.
“A monthly check is all it 
takes. So, if you’re heading 
back on the road, follow 
the TyreSafe advice and 
make sure you’re ready for 
ACTion.

THE GOOD, THE BAD AND 
THE UNDERINFLATED - 
WHICH TYPE OF TYRES 
ARE ON YOUR VEHICLE, 
ASKS TYRESAFE
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Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

All-new 208 Allure Premium 
PureTech 100
Metallic paint, 10 inch touch screen, satellite navigation, Car Play, 
active safety brake, 2 tone alloys, parking sensors.

From only £259 per month 
£2000 customer initial payment

All-new 2008 Allure BlueHDI 100
Metallic paint, Car Play, Peugeot 3D i-cockpit, 2 tone alloys, 
parking sensors, active safety brake, LED lighting. 

From only £326 per month 
£3000 customer initial payment

All finance figures based on Peugeot Passport Finance. 48 months at 8000 miles per annum. Other terms and mileages available to quote. Optional final payment. Terms & Conditions Apply. Over 18s only. Pictures for illustration only.

2019 (19) Peugeot 2008 Allure PureTech 130
Grey, 16500 miles, grip control, 
leather trim, alloys, Car Play, 
parking sensors, Bluetooth.

£14499

2019 (19) Peugeot 208 Tech Edition PureTech 82
Orange, 7800 miles, satellite 
navigation, reversing camera, 
alloys, Car play, DAB radio/USB.

£12499

2018 (68) Peugeot 308 Allure PureTech 130
Red, 18000 miles, glass roof, 
satellite navigation, Car Play, 
parking sensors, DAB radio/USB

£11999

VISIT US FOR A FULL WINTER 
VEHICLE CHECK FOR JUST £29.99
Call in for your free tyre check – replacements 
at competitive prices as you would find online. 

Having your vehicle properly serviced helps to 
maintain its safety and reliability – Servicing 
from just £179.00



PROPERTY PERSONAL NOTICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the 
other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for 
the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.

3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertise-
ment by giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheri�  Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 

occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be noti� ed to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the 
total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 

with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to 
that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be 
due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed 

on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher 
may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment 
levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the 
discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 
Tel: (01631) 568000 www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post O�  ce. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES
Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/01690/PPP Site for the erection of 

dwellinghouse
Land East Of 
Refleuch, 
Tayinloan, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA29 6XG

20/00169/PP Replace grey and black uPVC 
gutters with white uPVC gutters, 
replace black wooden facias with 
white uPVC facias and replace 
white uPVC doors to rear and 
side elevations with black 
composite doors including use 
of land for the siting of caravan 
(retrospective)

Kilmory Guest 
House, 9 Paterson 
Street, 
Lochgilphead, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA31 8JP 

20/01256/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land North West 
Of Balure Croft, 
Tayinloan, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA29 6XG

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our 
ability to process postal mail is restricted. 
To find out more about living and working 
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

H 
P

Date: 21.10.20 Op: SG Pub: 
Revise: 2:  Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
Size: 150x72 AH: Teddy
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AGM
for

Kintyre Way (SCIO)
Friends of the 
Kintyre Way

Will be held over Zoom 
on Wednesday 25th 
November at 7pm
If you would like to 

attend/join please send 
an email to

thekintyreway@gmail.com
All welcome

FLAT FOR RENT
Furnished One 
Bedroom Flat in 

centre of 
Lochgilphead 

available for long 
let, one car parking 

space - £420.00/
mth + C.Tax

Tel. 01546-870325 
for viewing

Landlord Reg. 
69297/130/02040

The winter nights 
were dark and dreary, 
Hector and Christine 
were very cheery. 
The end result was 
oh so easy, Our dear 
old friend good old 
“Cheesy”

Happy 50th David 
From all the 
Duncan Family.

Happy 70th 
birthday 

Colin 
McDonald on 
3rd November.

Proper 
birthday 

celebrations 
next year.
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TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS

RECRUITMENT

METALS WANTED

Assistant Finance Manager
Salary: £24-26,000 pro rata, 
30 hours/week
Closing date: 5/11/20
To apply, visit kilmartin.org/
home/get-involved/vacancies/

DISTELL INTERNATIONAL LTD

VACANCY: DISTILLERY MAINTENANCE 
TECHNICIAN - MECHANICAL

A vacancy for the position of Distillery 
Maintenance Technician – Mechanical, has aris-
en at Distell International Ltd. The successful 
candidate will be reporting to the Engineering 
and Bottling Manager and will based at one 
of our Distilleries (Bunnahabhain, Deanston 
or Tobermory) with travel to other distilleries 
required.
Qualifications
Recognised apprenticeship, HNC/HND 
Mechanical engineering or equivalent. Ideally, 
the successful applicant for the job will be able 
to demonstrate the necessary skills and experi-
ence this position presents.

Application

To apply for this position, please email: 
HRInternational@distellinternational.com

Closing Date: Wednesday 6th November 2020

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Site Foreman
We are hiring a Site Foreman that is experienced 
in brick and block work to join our team at our 
Dunbeg Development site near Oban. 

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Please send your C.V to 
Jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk 
or call us 01546 602989

Argyll HomeCare
Mid Argyll area

Home Care Workers – 
Care at Home
Full, part time & bank

(minimum hour contracts or flexi)
£9.30 per hour plus mileage & pension

Care experience desirable but not essential
as comprehensive training provided,

including SVQ
Driving licence essential

For further information and an
application pack please 

email: info@argyllhomecare.co.uk
telephone 01546 600333 or visit

Facebook: @argyllhomecare
All staff subject to PVG checks

GARDEN SERVICES

MUSIC & SOUND RECORDINGTV SERVICES

We are also equipped to help you get the
best out of your lockdown recordings

S i g n a l c e l l
Argyll-based music recording,
mixing & mastering services

Tel:07786 778166

or visit the Signalcell page on Facebook

james@signalcell.net
www.signalcell.net
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

HELENSBURGH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MID ARGYLL

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345

KYLES OF BUTE

LOCHGILPHEAD

Paint a poppy on a pebble
Social distancing is forcing organisers of 
remembrance ceremonies to apply a great deal 
of thought to plans this year, but Lochgoilhead 
resident Tanya Vos has suggested an alternative 
way of remembering.

Tanya explained: ‘How about children and 
adults painting a poppy on a pebble and leaving 
it around their town or village.

‘� en, by remembrance Sunday, children 
could pick up a painted pebble and leave it at the 
war memorial - names of those we remember 
who gave the ultimate sacri� ce could be painted 
on the pebbles too.

‘It is so important to support the Royal British 
Legion and to remember the fallen.’

Members of Kyles of Bute Golf Club headed for 
an adventure at Machrihanish Dunes on Sunday 
October 25.

No fewer than 19 golfers headed across Loch 
Fyne, Kintyre-bound, to play on a cracking 
course with the added di�  culty of a strong 
southwesterly wind.

Stableford was the format, and everyone 
enjoyed the hospitality of the host club and the 
course.

First place went to Callum Millar on 36 points. 
Scott Macvicar, Jim Carruthers Jim Carruthers, 

Remembrance will be di� erent this year. 

Helensburgh Community Council has claimed 
that the collapse of one-way plans for the town 

shows the importance of engagement with the 
local authority.

Helensburgh Community Council convener 
Norman Muir also said that Argyll and Bute 
Council did not discuss the matter with the 
group to achieve a workable plan of action.

� e council recently announced that planned 
one-way measures to help with social distancing 
in Helensburgh would not now be implemented.

Tra�  c on Sinclair Street, Princes Street and 
Clyde Street would have followed new one-
way measures to allow pavement widths to be 
increased.

However, following feedback received during a 
consultation period, it was decided not to pursue 
any such scheme.

Mr Muir said: ‘Helensburgh Community 
Council members were lukewarm supporters of 
the street scheme but o� ered up some suggestions 
for discussion as to how it might work.

‘Our plea was that discussions should take place 
to achieve a mutually acceptable solution. � ese 
never took place.’

An Argyll and Bute Council spokesperson said: 
‘We undertook the consultation in order to get 
the views of local people and thank Helensburgh 
and Lomond residents, the community council, 
and businesses for their views.’

With coronavirus restrictions changing in 
di� erent parts of the country, transport charity 
Mid Argyll Transport Volunteers (MATV) has 
reassured service users that, as of Friday October 
23, it was still able take clients to medical, dental 
or optical appointments within Mid Argyll and 
in Oban and Glasgow.

In a message to clients MATV co-ordinator 
Catherine Kennedy said: ‘We can do any shop-
ping you require and pick up prescriptions, but 
we cannot take you to do your own shopping.

‘We will keep you updated of any new restric-
tions as and when they happen.’

For more information, contact Catherine on 
01546 603564.

One-way plans for 
Helensburgh shelved

Kyles of Bute members play 
Machrihanish Dunes

Dan Macrae and Ross Macrae were second 
equal on 32 points .

Back home in the Kyles, the club is hoping to 
have a Texas Scramble on Saturday October 31, 
weather permitting.

MATV co-ordinator Catherine Kennedy. 

Transport charity is still 
motoring along

Tomorrow is Hallowe’en and once again the 
virus precludes the children from their usual 
activities and parties.

� ere will be no opportunity to go guising 
into the houses of neighbours and no fancy 
dress parties.

Yet this will not stop our young people 
having fun.

I have been so impressed by their resilience 
throughout these di�  cult months and their 
lack of complaining.

� e folk in our local villages have also been 
inspiring and innovative in their thinking.

� ere will still be the opportunity to show 
o�  their costumes and enjoy treats. Gardens 
will be set up with fairy lights and turnips lit 
up to show a grizzly grin in the darkness as 
the children li�  our spirits once again.

I have already come across several hand 
painted rocks with scary faces lurking in 
various places as our youngsters won’t be 
thwarted.

I hope their laughter and sense of fun will 
cheer in these uncertain times and bring us 
hope. We have turned the clocks back once 
again and this is a stark reminder of dark 
days ahead.

Yet we are a people of hope and on Sunday 
we celebrate All Saints Day and re� ect on the 
courage and the faith of those who have gone 
before us.

We don’t just remember the famous saints 
like Andrew and Peter, Columba and Brigit, 
Augustine and Paul and so many others.

We also remember our own folk – the 
good folk we have loved and lost who made 
this earth a better place, and whose spirits 
stay with us while they rest in God’s closer 
presence on that other side of time. And you 
don’t need to go guising for God loves you 
just as you are.



BIRTHS
TURNBULL

Andrew and Emma are 
delighted to announce 

the birth of their 
precious daughter Ayla 

Isabella Turnbull. A 
new granddaughter 

for Heather and Kevin 
Williams and Russell 

and Heather Anderson. 
First grandchild for 
Geo�  and Shelley 

Turnbull. Welcome to 
the world little one!   

DEATHS
GRUMOLI - 
Peacefully at home, 56 
Hazelburn, Millknowe, 
Campbeltown on 
October 11, 2020, Annie 
McCormick Hamill, in 
her 93rd year, beloved 
wife of the late Oswald 
Grumoli, much loved 
mum of Michael, Ronnie, 
Paul and Nicholas, loving 
mother-in-law and a 
dearly loved nonna. 
Funeral Service Private 
in line with current 
government guidelines. 
Annie’s funeral will take 
place on Wednesday, 
October 14. � e cortege 
will leave Saint Kieran’s 
RC Church at 12 noon. 
We will travel along 
Argyll Street turning 
in to Main Street down 
around the Cross on 
our way to Kilkerran 
Cemetery. Anyone 
wishing to pay their last 
respects to Annie may do 
so along our route. Please 
remember to observe 
social distancing.
HUNTER - Peacefully 
at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on October 
22, 2020, Marion Naylor 

Hunter, in her 95th year, 
Shuna, 6 Summerhill 
Crescent, Campbeltown, 
dear friend of the late 
Kathleen Patrick, much 
loved and loving sister of 
the late Betty, sister-in-
law to Gerard and aunt 
to Richard and Gavin. 
Funeral private. 
MCSPORRAN - 
Peacefully at Inchmarlo 
House Care Home, 
Banchory on Friday, 
October 16, 2020, John 
Wallace McSporran aged 
84 years, beloved husband 
of Dawn McSporran, 
much loved brother and 
uncle.  
ROBERTSON - Suddenly 
on October 11, 2020, 
Stuart Robertson, in his 
49th year, 3 Hillside Road, 
Campbeltown, beloved 
son of Jan and the late Jim 
Robertson, much loved 
brother of Jim, brother-
in-law of Meg and loving 
uncle of Jamie. Funeral 
service private in line 
with current government 
guidelines. Stuart’s 
funeral will take place on 
Friday, October 30, 2020. 
� e funeral cortege will 
leave Stuart’s mothers 
house, 42 Calton Avenue, 
Campbeltown at 12 noon, 
travelling along Davaar 
Avenue, Hillside Road, 
Millknowe, Aqualibrium 
Avenue and round the 
Cross on the way to 
Kilkerran Cemetery. 
Anyone wishing to pay 
their last respects may 
do so anywhere on our 
route. Please remember to 
observe social distancing.
SINCLAIR - Suddenly 
at home, 5 Argyll Court, 
Lochgilphead, on 
Saturday, October 10, 
2020, Donald “Hassan” 
Sinclair in his 72nd 
year. Brother of Nell and 
Willie. Private funeral 

service will be held at 
Achnabreac Cemetery on 
Monday, November 2.
TURNBULL - Suddenly, 
but peacefully at 
Ninewells Hospital, 
Dundee with her family 
by her side, Eilidh 
Turnbull, aged 38 years, 
formerly of 4 Baddens 
Park, Lochgilphead. 
Much loved and loving 
Mum of Arran; dearly 
loved daughter of Ian and 
Margaret Turnbull (née 
Milton) and cherished 
sister of Mark and Emma. 
A loving niece, auntie, 
sister-in-law and cousin 
to all the family. Eilidh 
fought her illness with 
serenity, optimism and 
courage. A private family 
funeral service will 
be held at Achnabreac 
Cemetery, on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2020. She 
will be missed by all who 
knew her.

IN MEMORIAMS
ARKELL - In loving 
memory of a dear 
husband, dad, granda and 
great granda (Eck), died 
October 28, 2012.
It broke our hearts to lose 
you,
But you did not go alone,
For part of us went with 
you,
 � e day God called you 
home.
Loved and missed so very 
much.
- From Maggie and 
family, home and abroad.
SIMERS – In loving 
memory of Willie.
A year has gone past
Since you le�  us
You are forever in our 
hearts and thoughts.
Sorely missed.
- Jean, Karen, Claire and 
all the family and your 
wee pal Isla. xxxx

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings 
are closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you 

informed & 
provide opportunities for 

worship on-line
Please look it up & keep 

in touch
www.northknapdale.org

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 1st November

Service at 10am
Worship Group

A very warm welcome 
awaits

Please wear face covering

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

Sunday 1st November 
Worship Service 11.15am

COVID 19 Guidelines 
apply

Video message on 
Facebook

each Wednesday
 Rev. W Crossan

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 1st November
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in place

If we can be of any 
assistance to anyone 

during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046 

Major Ruth Russell
 Scottish Charity Number SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 1st November
11.15am Worship Service

Rev Rodger Crooks 
11.15am  Sunday School

 Wednesday 4th 
November

12 noon   Prayer & Bible 
Study

 Covid-19 Government 
guidelines apply

 All welcome
 www.campbeltownfree-

church.co.uk
 Scottish Charity Number: SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Sunday Service, 
11 am at SKDT Hall, 

Kirk Street
Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply
Pastor Mark Jasper

01586 554 092
pastor@campbeltown-

communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322
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SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

Jesus Christ is the same, 
yesterday and today and 
forever.  Hebrews 13:8

Our building is open for 
Sunday services and you 

would be welcome on
Sunday, 1st November 

at 11am
to join with us in our praise 

and worship service 
MASKS are now required 

in churches, in line 
with current Scottish 

Government  Covid 19 
guidelines.

www.springbankchurch.
org.uk

https://www.facebook.com/
springbankchurch

Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - 

Church Secretary

ST KIERAN RC 
CHURCH

St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
Sunday Holy Mass at 
10.00am, please book 
a place, 01586 552160, 

campbeltown@
rcdai.org.uk

Daily Mass streamed via 
Facebook and Zoom, see 
www.stkieransrc.org for 

details.
(SC002876)

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

CHURCH NOTICES 
ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH 
KNAPDALE
PARISHES

Sunday Services
Ardrishaig at 11:00am
(The Lord’s Supper)

and
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Jesus said, “I am the vine”
(John 15 v5)

Refl ections will continue 
to be available

at the gates of the 
churches.

Wednesdays
from 12:45pm to 1:15pm

in Ardrishaig Church
“A Time for Refl ecting”

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH
Lochgilphead 

Holy Mass: Sunday 
10am

All Saints, Inveraray 
Holy Mass: Sunday 

12.30pm
Booking essential due to 

restricted capacity - Email 
or telephone to book

Weekday Mass details 
available on website or by 

email/telephone   
All Masses at St 

Margaret’s are Live 
Streamed via our YouTube 

channel. Link available 
at our website: www.

lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and Facebook Page. 
Fr. Ronald Campbell 

01546 602380
lochgilphead@

rcdai.org.uk
(SCO002876)

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier
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Reds lose out to fi ve
star Saints

The Red Star defence are put under pressure by Saints 
captain Dene Cassells.

Lochgilphead Red Star and 
near neighbours Oban Saints 
kept their engines ticking over 
ahead of a return to competi-
tive action with an entertain-
ing friendly encounter on the 
all-weather pitch at Oban High 
School last Saturday a� ernoon.

Attacking the Dalintart end 
in the � rst half, Saints gave Red 
Star keeper Ally Lewis an early 
test when James Ford jinked 
his way into the box and � red 
o�  a le�  foot shot which the 
Lochgilphead youngster did 
well to push over for a corner 
kick.

� e visitors were content to 
sit deep and try to hit Saints on 
the break and Steven MacLeod 

Oban Saints  5
Lochgilphead Red Star 0

Pre-season friendly

had to look lively to cut out a 
12th minute, well-measured 
Lee MacLean through ball 
intended for Stuart MacLean.   

James Ford drew another 
good save from Ally Lewis 
with a sweetly struck 15th 
minute 25-yard shot which the 
keeper did well to hold.

Stray pass
Saints opened the scoring in 

the 17th minute a� er David 
Beaton intercepted a stray pass.
Beaton picked out James Ford 
on the le�  who found Lewis 
Cameron on the edge of visi-
tor’s box. 
Cameron turned away from 
his marker and arced a low 
shot onto the inside of Ally 
Lewis’ right hand post with the 
ball bouncing back across the 
goal line and into the net via 
the inside of the opposite goal 
post.

At the other end, Graham 
Douglas did well to collect a 
long 45th minute Ben Forbes 
free-kick from the half-way 
line under pressure from 
Angus Lewis.

Elder statesman of the young 
visitor’s line-up at the age of 
just 28, Ben Forbes continued 
his defensive heroics into the 
second half but fell foul of 
referee Jimmy Litster’s eagle 
eye when he was penalised for 
handball making a � ying block 
to stop a Matty Kelly shot from 
28-yards out.

Forbes’ protestations of his 
innocence turned up another 
notch when Lewis Cameron 
arrowed the resulting 48th 
minute free-kick into the 
bottom corner past Ally Lewis’ 
right hand to double the Saints 
advantage.

� e visitors should have 
pulled one back two minutes 
a� er the re-start, but Angus 
Lewis � u� ed his lines and 
missed an open goal a� er 
Chris Hart had capitalised on a 
moment of hesitation between 
Steven MacLeod and Graham 
Douglas.

Red Star hit Saints with 
another quick break in the 51st 
minute with Graham Douglas 
redeeming his previous error 
with an excellent save to deny 
Red Star debutant striker Chris 
Hart a� er a good run and low 
right wing cross from Stuart 
MacLean.

� ere was a moment to forget 
in an otherwise solid perfor-
mance from Ally Lewis when 
the young keeper allowed a 

55th minute Lewis Cameron 
shot to squirm from his grasp 
and creep over the line for 
Cameron’s hat-trick.

completed his four-goal haul 
with a 20-yard free-kick up and 
over the Red Star wall to round 
o�  a comfortable victory.

Referee Litster, who handled 
the good-natured encounter 
well, brought proceedings to 
an end giving both sides 90 
welcome minutes of action in 
these most uncertain times.

Red Star ga� er Colin Weir, 
despite the scoreline, can feel 
pleased that his young charges 
competed well for long periods 
against considerably more 
experienced opponents.

Red Star captain Lee 
MacLean.

Red Star keeper Ally Lewis saves from Oban Saints’ front man James Ford.

A devastating burst of pace 
and trickery on the right 
wing from James Ford in the 
57th minute took him to the 
bye-line from where his low 
cutback picked out the near 
post run of David Beaton who 
gleefully steered the ball into 
the bottom corner for Saints 
fourth.

Good saves
Red Star keeper Ally Lewis 

made further good saves to 
deny David Beaton, Lewis 
Cameron and Craig MacEwan 
before Saints skipper Dene 
Cassells struck the outside 
of the post from a tight angle 
a� er taking down a deep Lewis 
Cameron corner kick from the 
le� .

� e hard pressed visitors’ 
defence held out until the � nal 
minute when Lewis Cameron 

Workshops available to let
Sizes ranging from 62 Sqm to 1500 Sqm 

on secure business park site
Onsite offi  ces, accommoda� on, internal and 

external storage space
Flexible lease terms available

Contact MACC Developments Ltd Offi  ce on 
01586 551555 or

enquiries@maccdl.co.uk for further informa� on
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