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Healthcare staff bullying
– call for Argyll probe
‘Too many people have been 
hurt, ignored and cannot 
move on with their lives until 
they get closure on what they 
have been through.’

So says a letter sent this week 
to Argyll and Bute councillors, 
MSPs and trade unions in 
which Brendan O’Hara MP, 
Councillor Dougie Philand 
and UNISON union rep Dawn 
Macdonald call for an inde-
pendent probe into bullying of 
health and social care sta� .

� e letter states: ‘While we 
welcome the work currently 
being done to tackle the issues 
highlighted in the Sturrock 
Report into the culture of bul-
lying and harassment of sta�  
working in NHS Highland, 
we are disappointed that the 
report’s recommendation that 
a separate independent review 
into the speci� c circumstances 
Argyll and Bute has not yet 
been carried out.

Asking for a response by 

The wellies were donned at Loch-gil-
phead’s Badden Farm Nursery for the 
Peppa Pig Puddle Jumping sponsored 
walk to raise money for the Save the 
Children charity.

Due to lack of rain (unbelievably) the 

sta�  had to get out a hose – and soon 
created many large puddles for the 
children to splash in. A total of £1,075 
and more was raised.

Nursery manager Jennifer Campbell 
said: ‘A huge thank you to all our 

families for entering into the spirit of 
the whole event, and for their amazing 
generosity. Also, thank you to all the 
sta�  for all their hard work organising 
the event and making sure the children 
had so much fun.’

Glorious mud and plenty of laughs on the Peppa Pig Puddle Jumping sponsored walk. 

Monday October 19, the letter 
seeks the recipients’ support.

Alleging that the concerns 
of existing and former council 
employees working within 
Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) are not being taken 
as seriously as those of NHS 
Highland sta� , the letter none-
theless ‘welcomes measures re-
cently introduced to eradicate 
the culture of bullying and 
harassment’, acknowledging 
that ‘changing the culture of 
an organisation takes time’.

It goes on, however: ‘...barely 
a week passes when we are not 
contacted by current or former 
employees of the HSCP who 
are being bullied or who have 
been bullied in the past’, and 
claims that many current and 
former HSCP employees feel 
they cannot come forward ‘for 
fear of further bullying or the 
impact that whistleblowing 
may have on their future 
career’.

� e letter states: ‘Too many 
Continued on page three.



� e Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 16 October 20202  NEWS

POLICE FILES
Theft of logs
Four bags of logs were stolen from a house in Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, sometime between noon on Saturday October 
3 and noon on Monday October 5. Police are investigating and 
are appealing for any witness or anyone with any information to 
contact them on 101 or anonymously through Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111.
Abusive behaviour
A man, aged 73, was charged and issued with a recorded police 
warning after behaving in an abusive manner around 8am on 
Wednesday October 7 in Ardfern.
Possession of cannabis
A 29-year-old man has been charged with being in possession 
of cannabis after being stopped and searched by police near 
Portsonachan at 6.30pm on Friday October 9. A report was 
submitted to the procurator � scal.
No vehicle insurance
A man, aged 60, was issued with a £300 � ne and six penalty 
points after a routine police check at 8.30pm on Friday October 
9 on the A83 at Ardrishaig revealed there was no insurance for 
the vehicle.
No MOT for vehicle 
A vehicle was stopped by police on the A816 near Lochgilphead 
around 6pm on Saturday October 10. 

Checks revealed the vehicle’s MOT had expired. 
The driver, an 18-year-old man, was issued with a £100 � xed 

penalty.

Council eyes £4.5m cost savings
School and public transport 
is in the spotlight, along with 
leisure services, as Argyll 
and Bute Council considers 
its savings options for next 
year, a report has revealed.

� e authority is also in-
vestigating making savings 
on its travel and o�  ce costs, 
as well as introducing more 
digital working.

It is estimated that a� er 
implementation of savings 
already agreed, the council 
will have a budget gap of 
more than £4.5 million for 
the 2021/22 � nancial year.

� e report was expected 
to be considered by the 
council’s policy and re-
sources committee at its � rst 
meeting since February on 
� ursday October 15.

� e report states that a 
service redesign on school 
and public transport, which 
includes shared transport, 
is anticipated to deliver 
between £415,000 and 
£830,000 worth of savings.

More digital working, asset 
regionalisation and reduced 
travel and o�  ce costs has a 
target range of £350,000 to 
£700,000 of savings. 

And changes to Live 

Argyll, the arm’s-length 
charitable trust that runs 
the area’s leisure centres and 
libraries, and to the council’s 
community learning service 
could deliver savings between 
£260,000 and £520,000.

� e council’s vehicle � eet  
and other amenity services are 
also the subject of proposed 
changes.

� e report, by executive 
director Kirsty Flanagan, said: 
‘A cross-party budget working 
group (BWG) has been estab-
lished to engage with theme 
leads and provide a sounding 
board to assist in the devel-

opment and identi� cation of 
savings options.

‘� e BWG consists of six 
members from the adminis-
tration, three members from 
the opposition and two trade 
union representatives.

‘Its primary purpose is to 
assist processes which will 
identify savings options to 
be considered as part of the 
2021/22 budget process and 
provide a degree of scrutiny 
over options as they are being 
developed.

‘� e BWG met for the � rst 
time on September 30 and fur-
ther meetings are scheduled on 

October 29 and November 
24.

‘At the meeting on 
September 30, o�  cers 
presented preliminary ideas 
on options developed to date 
and on the direction of trav-
el. � e BWG agreed all the 
themes should be pursued 
further.’

� e report also showed 
the council had an original 
estimated budget gap for 
2021/22 of £6.529m. A� er 
implementation of previ-
ously-agreed savings and 
increased council tax, this 
� gure has now decreased to 
£4.557m.

Estimates for the next 
� ve years suggest that by 
2025/26 that � gure could 
reach as high as £6.814m, 
while the anticipated � gure 
for 2023/24 is £6.912m.

Budget options for 2021/22 
are expected to be put to the 
policy and resources com-
mittee at its next meeting on 
� ursday December 10.

Cuts to school and 
public transport are 
being considered. 
50_c27westcoastmotors02

 If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they can contact their local 
Police Station on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.
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Can you send over a photo

Healthcare sta�  bullying
- call for Argyll probe
Continued from page one.
people have been hurt, too 
many people have been 
ignored and too many people 
cannot move on with their 
lives until they get closure on 
what they have been through.’

A survey earlier this year 
revealed that 68 per cent of 
HSCP workers who responded 
had been bullied during their 
time working there.

� e survey did not include 
the 770 Argyll and Bute 
Council social care sta�  who 
work with the HSCP.

Joanna McDonald, chief of-
� cer at Argyll and Bute HSCP, 
apologised to sta�  and pledged 
to take action.

In a report before Argyll 
and Bute Council’s policy 
and resources committee 
on � ursday October 
15, Ms MacDonald said: 
‘Communication, delivery, 
empathy and appropriate 
action have been identi� ed 
as key actions in building 

Delayed front
green scheme
due next year
Regeneration work on Lochgilphead’s front green and 
Colchester Square, intended to begin in the spring of 
2020, is now expected to get started in 2021.

The long-awaited scheme will make improvements to 
the front green by improving drainage, resurfacing and 
upgrading play and amenity facilities.

The proposals also include an area of resurfacing to the 
Colchester Square area of Argyll Street which may be 
delivered separately, earlier in 2021.

Councillor Alastair Redman, policy lead for economic 
development, said: ‘I want to reassure everyone that we 
are working really hard to deliver the projects successfully. 
Our goal is for construction to begin in 2021 with the 
majority of works being completed during the summer.

‘I appreciate this is a disappointment for the local 
community. The fact is, despite all our e� orts to procure 
a contractor to deliver the work, we haven’t been able to 
secure one at this time, such has been the far-reaching 
e� ect of COVID-19 across all areas of life.’

The £1.7 million scheme is part of the Argyll and Bute 
Council-funded Tarbert and Lochgilphead Regeneration 
Fund, supported by the Scottish Government’s Town Cen-
tre Fund, Sustrans and the Lochgilphead Phoenix Project 
via the Co-operative Local Community Fund.

Plans were developed after a series of public consulta-
tions during 2019. Further information can be found on 
the Argyll and Bute Council website.

relationships and trust with 
an integrated health and social 
care sta�  group.

‘Argyll and Bute HSCP is 
working with its partners, 
including the joint trades un-
ions, to ensure we are meeting 
our commitments to sta� , 
building a strong partnership 
across a wide geographic area 
and improving culture.’

Time
She added that human 

resources sta�  are working to 
‘ensure that sta�  managing 
integrated teams are aware of 
each respective partner’s pol-
icies and procedures’, adding 
that ‘change will take time and 

the participation of health and 
social care sta�  is key to this’.

A supplementary report 
to the committee by NHS 
Highland said that meetings 
had taken place relating to 
continued concerns about the 
plans.

� e report said: ‘� e key is-
sues raised involved situations 
where managers are not con-
sistently addressing colleague 
concerns about behaviours 
and how they are feeling, when 
raised at an early stage.

‘It is felt that the lack of e� ec-
tive action can be due to man-
agers not seeing it as their role 
or not seeing it as important, 

or in some cases not having the 
skills to do so e� ectively. � is 
means that issues that could be 
quickly resolved escalate into 
complex cases and relationship 
breakdowns.

‘� ere were also ongoing 
concerns about a small number 
of cases that aren’t progressing 
in a timely manner and the 
need to review the data and 
processes involved to improve 
these.

‘� ere was also a desire to 
carry out ongoing collective 
lessons learned/case reviews to 
ensure any issues are addressed 
and understood, which will be 
taken forward.’

WE DON’T WANT TO   
ALARM YOU  BUT
The law has changed in Scotland and time is  
running out to install an interlinked fire alarm  
system in your home by 1st February 2021.

#ProtectYourFamily

www.aico.co.uk  |  01691 664100  |  enquiries@aico.co.uk

To find a local, qualified Aico Expert Installer visit www.aico.co.uk/find-an-installer

Half page_B2C_259 x 155_v2.indd   1 29/09/2020   10:17:03
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Argyll connections in 
birthday honours list
A number of people with 
Argyll and Bute connections 
have been recognised in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List 
for 2020.

� e awards were announced 
on October 9, having been 
delayed from the Queen’s 
Birthday in June as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Campbeltown man Robin 
Watson has been appointed 
Commander of the Order of 
the British Empire (CBE). Mr 
Watson, 53, is chief executive 
of Wood Plc and received the 
honour for services to interna-
tional trade.

Mull veterinary surgeon 
Jimmy Wilson receives the 
Member of the Order of the 
British Empire (MBE) for 
services to veterinary practice 
and animal welfare on Mull. 
Mr Wilson has been a vet for 
almost 50 years and served the 
Isle of Mull for more than 30 
years.

Held in high regard by resi-

Study launched after 
� sh farm escape
A study of wild salmon genetics has begun to gauge the 
impact of any interbreeding between wild and farm-raised 
salmon in Scotland.

� e multi-year study of 115 sites aims to con� rm the cur-
rent genetic pro� le of wild salmon and track for potential 
genetic changes should interbreeding occur.

It follows the recent mass escape of nearly 49,000 mature 
salmon in August from the Carradale North � sh farm, 
operated by Mowi Scotland.

� e escape has seen farmed � sh turn up in rivers across 
Scotland and England at a time when Scotland’s wild salmon 
populations are already said to be approaching crisis point.

� e Mowi-funded study will be managed by wild � sh 
conservation body Fisheries Management Scotland (FMS), 
supported by the Aberdeen-based scienti� c division of the 
Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland.

But � sh welfare opponents claim the horse has already 
bolted and that farmed salmon already have a ‘devastating’ 
impact on wild populations.

Pressure group Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots said wild 
� sh are paying the price of mass escapes and they represent 
an unregulated ‘form of pollution’.

Since the escape, FMS has been working with member 
district salmon � shery boards, � sheries trusts and angling 
associations to monitor the situation and ‘mitigate where 
possible’.

Dr Alan Wells, chief executive of FMS, said: ‘We are very 
disappointed this escape has occurred. It is crucial lessons 
are learned and that appropriate steps are taken to avoid 
such escapes happening in future.’

Ben Had� eld, chief operating o�  cer for Mowi Scotland, 
apologised for any ‘disruption and concern’ the escape had 
caused.

Anglers are urged to report catches of farmed � sh, using 
the reporting system on its website.

Mull vet Jimmy Wilson is to 
receive an MBE. 

dents and farmers whose ani-
mals he has tended, he is also 
well respected in veterinary 
circles and is a past president of 
the Sheep Veterinary Society.

Former Bute resident and 
Rothesay Academy pupil Brian 

McIntyre has been awarded 
the British Empire Medal for 
services to the British consu-
late-general in New York.

Service
Also recognised was recently 

retired Chief Superintendent 

Hazel Hendren, a former Police 
Scotland divisional command-
er for West Dunbartonshire 
and Argyll, who receives the 
Queen’s Police Service Medal 
(QPM), the highest honour 
awarded for policing service.

� e Lord Lieutenant 
of Argyll and Bute, Jane 
MacLeod, congratulated the 
recipients, adding: ‘Argyll and 
Bute is full of people who go 
above and beyond in service 
to their communities or to the 
industries in which they work. 

‘� e lieutenancy is always 
keen to hear about local people 
who may deserve recognition, 
and to make honours submis-
sions on their behalf.

‘If there is someone in your 
local area who does tremen-
dous work for the community 
and who you would like to 
see nominated for an award 
in future, please do get in 
touch with the lieutenancy on 
lord-lieutenant@argyll-bute.
gov.uk.’

Hazel Hendren, former 
Argyll police commander. 
08_a38HazelHendren01
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An uncertain future for 
Inveraray Woollen Mill
� e future of shops in Argyll 
owned by the Edinburgh 
Woollen Mill (EWM) group, 
including Inveraray Woollen 
Mill, hangs in the balance.

Sta�  across the group were 
noti� ed on Friday October 9 
of its plans to go into adminis-
tration unless a rescue solution 
can be found within 10 days.

� e UK’s largest clothing re-
tailer owns Inveraray Woollen 
Mill as well as a number of 
shops in Oban.

EWM has � led ‘a notice of 
intent’ with the High Court to 
appoint administrators.

Papers have been lodged 
which e� ectively buy it 10 days 
before creditors can swoop.

It is now in urgent talks with 
business experts to ‘review’ its 
future.

EWM has called in FRP 
Advisory, which specialises  
in corporate � nance, debt, 
restructuring and pensions, 
but can also act as insolvency 
practitioners. 

It puts the future of hun-
dreds of stores and outlets in 
doubt in a group headed by 
Switzerland-based billionaire 
Philip Day.

� e group includes subsid-
iaries such as Jaeger, Ponden 
Home and Peacocks.

EWM chief executive Steve 
Simpson said in a statement 
that the group had a duty 
to � nd ‘the very best solu-
tion’ in the current ‘brutal 
environment’.

Stores will continue trading 
and further details will be 
announced, it said.

� e statement read: ‘Like 
every retailer, we have found 
the past seven months ex-
tremely di�  cult.

‘� is situation has grown 
worse in recent weeks as we 
have had to deal with a series of 
false rumours about our pay-
ments and trading which have 
impacted our credit insurance.

‘Traditionally, EWM has 
always traded with strong cash 

reserves and a conservative 
balance sheet but these stories 
and the reduction in credit 
insurance - against the back-
drop of the initial lockdown, 
current local lockdowns, and 
the second wave of Covid-19 
reducing footfall - have made 
normal trading impossible.

‘As directors, we have a duty 
to the business, our sta� , our 
customers and our creditors to 
� nd the very best solution in 
this brutal environment.

‘We have applied to court for 
a short breathing space to as-
sess our options before moving 
to appoint administrators.

‘� rough this process I hope 
and believe we will be able 
to secure the best future for 
our businesses, but there will 
inevitably be signi� cant cuts 
and closures as we work our 
way through this.

‘I would like to thank all our 
sta�  and our customers who 
have remained so loyal and 
committed to our brands.’ The future is unclear for Inveraray Woollen Mill. 

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
GREAT “70” REG DEALS IN STOCK!
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

All-new 208 Allure 
Premium PureTech 100
Metallic paint, 10 inch touch screen, satellite navigation, Car 
Play, active safety brake, 
2 tone alloys, parking 
sensors.

From only £259 
per month 
Includes £1600 Peugeot 
deposit contribution
£1600 customer initial 
payment

All-new 2008 Allure BlueHDI 100
Metallic paint, Car Play, Peugeot 3D i-cockpit, 2 tone alloys, parking 
sensors, active safety brake, LED lighting. 

From only 
£326 per 
month 
Includes £1500 
Peugeot deposit 
contribution
£2000 customer initial 
payment
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� e Royal National Mòd 2020 
online has been in full swing 
this week with viewers and 
contributors taking part from 
across the globe.

Entries from several 
states in America, Canada, 
Netherlands, Buenos Aries, 
Wales and England, among 
many others, were sent in ear-
lier this year along with those 
from Scottish competitors.

James Graham, chief 
executive of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said: ‘We’re de-
lighted with the international 
interest in this year’s event and 
the number of people from 
around the world who have 
made the e� ort to take part in 
this year’s online Mòd.

‘� e online aspect has made 
it more accessible for people 
from around the world to 

An international fl avour to 
virtual National Mòd 2020

Members of Coro Ceòlraidh travelled from Argentina in 2018 
to take part in the Mòd, something they had dreamed about.

take part, people who might 
ordinarily not have made it 
to Scotland for the Mòd due 
to logistical challenges with 
travel, distance and cost.

‘� is has certainly been one 
of the positives to have come 
out of the challenge of holding 
our event online.’

� e Virtual Royal National 
Mòd 2020 kicked o�  last 
Friday evening with a fantastic 
concert, presented by Kirsteen 
Macdonald, featuring music 
and song from Mary Ann 
Kennedy and Finlay Wells, 
Alasdair Whyte and Graham 
MacLennan and Keith 
Morrison.

Among the many overseas 
performers this year are 
Argentinian Gaelic choir  
Ceòlraidh - El Coro.

Started in August 2002, the 
non-pro� t, self-sustaining 
group has the main purpose 
of promoting the Scottish 

Gaelic language and culture in 
Argentina. 

� e choir has taken part in 
many events locally, in Celtic 
festivals, choral gatherings, 
events and celebrations of the 
Scottish community, such as 
Tartan Day, and many others, 
with the mission and work 
of Ceòlraidh receiving an 

Award of Recognition by the 
Legislative Authority of the 
Autonomous City of Buenos 
Aires in 2015. � e number of 
singers in the choir has � uc-
tuated over the years, from a 
maximum of 23 to the present 
eight, the group having suf-
fered through di�  cult times. 

Nevertheless, members have 
never stopped taking part in 
events as well as maintaining 
weekly practices throughout 
the year.

Directed by Claudia Cano, 
the group travelled  to 
Scotland in 2018 to be present 
at the Royal National Mòd in 
Dunoon and were invited to 
sing at the opening night at the 
Fiddlers’ Rally. 

Coro Ceòlraidh spokesper-
son Roberto Domínguez told 
the Argyllshire Advertiser: 
‘While we could not compete 
because our group was under 
the minimum 12 members 
required for any category in 
the choir competition, we 
could sing at di� erent venues 
and enjoyed the experience 
tremendously. Coming to 

Alice Inglis and Kim Carnie, now a BBC Alba presenter 
and musician, Kilninver Primary School, sang in the duet 
under-13s at the Royal National Mòd in 2003 in Oban. Kim 
won The Oban Times gold medal in 2015.

6 ROYAL NATIONAL MÒD

Scotland to participate in the 
Mòd was something we have 
longed for since the beginning 
of Ceòlraidh. Distance, travel-
ling costs, work and personal 
obligations had to be managed 
to make this possible.

‘During our stay in Dunoon, 
we had a unique opportunity 
to learn, share and enjoy music 
and to make new friends.

‘In the future we expect to 
attract other people to take 
part in this wonderful art of 
Gaelic language, culture and 
music and hopefully to attend 
another Mòd to compete.’

Speaking about this year’s 
online event, Roberto added: 
‘We are very grateful An 

Comunn Gàidhealach has 
invited us to participate in the 
Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
Air Loidhne 2020.

‘We hope our recording will 
re� ect and convey the passion 
and enthusiasm we put into 
our presentations and that it 
will be according to the expec-
tations and quality standards 
for this event for the enjoyment 
of the audience.

‘It is great the Mòd is up and 
running despite Covid-19.’

Results
� e results so far are: 

Saturday results: www.
a n c o m u n n . c o . u k / n e w s /
acgdetail/instrumental-results
Monday results: www.anco-
munn.co.uk/news/acgdetail/
monday-results

All events from this year’s 
virtual event are being shown 
on Facebook www.facebook.
c o m / R o y a l N a t i o n a l M o d 
and on the Royal National 
Mòd YouTube channel www.
y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCs4-a-mCvJTll8LO8ErbB4A. 

Mòd memories to look 
back on are also being shown 
throughout the week on 
Facebook and Instagram 
w w w . i n s t a g r a m . c o m /
royalnationalmod and also 
www.obantimes.co.uk/mod 
and www.instagram.com/
obantimes

 To � nd out more information 
on � e Royal National Mòd 
Online 2020 event visit www.
ancomunn.co.uk
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Press policy

LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk 
or � e Editor, 44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB

Pharmacy to the rescue
Sir,
In the fog of uncertainty created by the pandem-
ic, one would have thought how and where to 
get a � u vaccination would be one thing that was 
comparatively clear.  

On September 23, my wife and I received 
letters from Public Health Scotland advising 
us to visit www.nhsinform.scot/� u or call an 
0800 number to get advice on how to get a � u 
vaccination in our area.
 � e website was full of interesting information 
on everything except how to get a � u jab and the 
nice person on the helpline advised us to wait, 
as we would be getting another letter to tell us 
what to do.

No letter was forthcoming and while we wait-
ed dutifully, friends told us they had already 
booked in at Lochgilphead Health Centre 
(LHC). We then realised that instead of waiting 
for the second NHS Scotland letter, we should 
have gone directly to the LHC website, which 
turned out to be refreshingly clear.

Little wonder then Argyll Pharmacy in 
Lochgilphead had been hearing about concern 
and confusion over how to get vaccinated, 
mainly from the elderly.

Susan, the senior pharmacist, wanted to make 
sure none of the vulnerable among ‘her patients’ 
missed out so took the initiative by speaking to 
as many customers as possible, advising them 
to contact the LHC without delay. In addition, 
eye-catching stickers were attached to every 
prescription being collected, asking people 

to speak to pharmacy sta�  about vaccination. 
A thoughtful and caring response by a hard-
pressed service at the front line of local health 
care, providing that all important face-to-face 
contact and guidance. 

It is easy to forget that this sort of personal 
support is typical of pharmacies up and down 
the country and is freely given on top of their 
more obvious role. 

How fortunate we are to have such a shining 
example of good practice on our doorstep.

As regards the actual vaccination process 
at LHC, my wife and I found the process 
exemplary.

Professor AVP Mackay, OBE, FRCP Edin, 
Ardrishaig.

Triple lock on pensions
Sir,
I know some people are worried about their 
state pension if Scotland gets independence. 

� e Scottish Government has guaranteed to 
continue to pay every state pension, including 
all the rights you have built up to the enhanced 
pensions, such as through Serps.

In fact, the Department for Work and 
Pensions has con� rmed UK pensions will con-
tinue to be paid in full, even if Scotland becomes 
independent.

� e Scottish Government has guaranteed a 
‘triple lock’ on state pensions a� er independ-
ence to rise in line with prices. Westminster 
refused to keep this in their election promises.

Tricia Grey, Lochgilphead.

End of life care
Sir,
A third of patients in Scottish hospitals are 
in their last year of life and 10 per cent die on 
their current admission. We know many of 
these people miss out on the care and support 
they need when they become terminally ill, are 
approaching the end of life and when they die.

Marie Curie and the University of Glasgow 
have recently, with a range of experts, explored 
how palliative care in acute settings can be im-
proved, what changes need to be made and how 
to better share good practice. 

Our report ‘Past, present and future: caring 
for those approaching the end of life in Scottish 
hospitals’ � nds that despite many examples 
of good care, hospitals are still not identifying 
enough patients who could bene� t from pallia-
tive care when seriously ill and approaching the 
end of life and so unfairly miss out on the care 
they need.

We are calling on the Scottish Government, 
NHS boards and integration authorities to im-
plement the 12 recommendations set out in this 
report covering public policy, communication, 
identifying palliative patients, IT, workforce, 
training and education, data and culture. We 
would like to see this include a £15 million fund 
to test new models of integrated care involving 
acute settings.

� e impact for patients who have missed out on 
palliative and end of life support in hospitals is 
distressing not only for those who are at the end 
of life, but also for their families. We have seen 
these impacts further increase with Covid-19.

Through the  mill
� e owners of Inveraray Woollen Mill 
have described trading conditions as 
‘brutal’ as Edinburgh Woollen Mill heads 
towards administration.

Our thoughts are with sta�  in the 
Inveraray shop and elsewhere within the 
company in what must be a di�  cult time.

We live in uncertain days, so it becomes 
all the more important for local people to 
support each other, such as by using local 
shops, other businesses and services.

And with winter approaching we must 
continue to support one another in daily 
life. Argyll folk are good at that.

Open up on bullying
� ere are good intentions within 
Argyll and Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership to address problems with 
bullying of sta� .

� e problem, though, is cultural and 
deep-rooted. As widely acknowledged, it 
will take time, but we tend to agree with 
those calling for an external independent 
inquiry.

Has there been a problem with inad-
equate training, or perhaps promoting 
individuals ill-equipped to manage others?

Joanna MacDonald is showing openness 
and courage, and in that spirit the HSCP 
and its sta�  will bene� t in the long term 
from a rigorous look at its practices.
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YOUR PICTURES

We travel to the Craignish peninsula for this week’s 
featured photograph.

Reader Matthew Nairn sent us this stunning image 
looking out across the Sound of Jura from Craignish 
Point. Matthew said: ‘An autumn day in Ardfern. We 

drove out of Ardfern as our family friend mentioned 
that the view at the end of the road was something else 
– and they were right.’

Send your favourite photographs for publication to 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

We need de� nitive action to ensure people get 
the care they need when visiting and staying in 
hospital in their last years, months, weeks, days 
and hours of life.

Richard Meade, head of policy and public 
a� airs, Scotland, Marie Curie, and Dr Marian 

Krawczyk, University of Glasgow.

Barnardo’s fostering appeal
Sir,
� e coronavirus pandemic and lockdown 
could see the need for foster carers in Scotland 
increasing.

Due to Covid-19, pressure on families has 
increased with many su� ering job losses, be-
reavement and mental health issues which may 
have a drastic impact on the number of children 
needing foster care.

We expect referral numbers to climb now 
schools are open and teachers and other profes-
sionals identify vulnerable children and young 
people as needing support. So we are urgently 
asking anyone who thinks they can help to come 
forward. It is more important now than ever for 
people to contact the charity to � nd out about 
fostering, to ensure the right foster carers are 
there when children and young people desper-
ately need stability and a loving family.

Please contact us online at www.barnardos.
org.uk/foster to � nd out more about fostering, 
becoming a foster carer and the support 
Barnardo’s can o� er or call 0800 0277 280.

Sue Brunton, Barnardo’s head of fostering 
and adoption in Scotland, Edinburgh.

We are still here for you even though 
the Centre has to remain closed.
We provide a service to unpaid adult carers across Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Isles (MAKI). We have three teams: 
• Support outreach worker team
• Qualifi ed counselling team 
• Volunteer befriending team
The Outreach/Support Team are maintaining regular contact 
with carers via telephone. Our team is providing a listening 
ear during this challenging � me and we have been fortunate 
to receive addi� onal funding to support carers and those they 
care for with crea� ve solu� ons to help with their mental and 
emo� onal health while in isola� on. 

Please visit our website – www.dochasfund.org.uk
and Facebook page - www.facebook.com/dochascentre 
which will be updated regularly with information and advice.
We are available 10-4pm Monday to Friday. Contact 
number for the centre 01546 600 022. 
Email - enquiries@dochasfund.org.uk

Contact numbers for the outreach/support team
Mid Argyll: 07464 308 418
Kintyre: 0753 503 6953 
Islay/Jura: 0791 201 5393

The Volunteer Befriending Team 
Our volunteer befriending service called Circle of Friends is 
con� nuing to run. Volunteers are maintaining contact with the 
individuals they are befriending by telephone. Our Co-ordinator, 
Ryan Taylor, con� nues to support this service. We are looking for 
more Telephone Befriending Volunteers. We would love to hear 
from you if you wish to help, please contact us on 0793 203 9801.

Dochas Counselling Team 
The dedicated Counselling Team are currently off ering online 
and telephone counselling to unpaid carers and their families, 
those who have been bereaved or those living with a long term 
or terminal condi� on.  
During the Covid-19 crisis, the Team have also set up a 
telephone support service for anyone feeling anxious or 
struggling during lockdown.  
For further informa� on or to arrange an appointment, 
please telephone Alison Whitefi eld, Lead Counsellor, 
on 07432 231217 or contact the service via 
counselling@dochasfund.org.uk or message the Dochas 
Facebook page. We are here to support you. 

Are you a young carer? 
We are here for you…
MAYDS are still providing support for children, 

young people and families where we can.  Anyone 
needing advice or help can contact the above at anytime.  

We are providing our child and adolescent counselling 
services via skype, phone etc., and still open for referrals for 

any young person feeling isolated or in need of support  Our 
Young Carers are still being supported by our team across 

MAKI and again referrals are still being taken.  

We have regular information and updates on our facebook 
page mid Argyll youth development services.  

Online support is also available on www.cool2talk.org.

Contact 07788900049 or
fi ona@mayds.org.uk    lynn@mayds.org.uk

Mid Argyll Youth Development Services
Providing Information and Accessible Youth Friendly Services

The Dochas Carer Centre



�e Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 16 October 202010 NEWS

Mary’s Meals feeds children 
in Zimbabwe hunger crisis
School feeding charity Mary’s 
Meals is reaching 6,000 des-
perately hungry children in 
the urban townships around 
Harare, Zimbabwe, as the 
COVID-19 pandemic creates 
immense challenges for highly 
vulnerable communities.

�e Dalmally-based charity, 
which feeds more than 1.6 mil-
lion children around the world 
every school day, is working 
with Mavambo Orphan Care 
to deliver an emergency food 
and hygiene distribution pro-
gramme to the children, many 
of whom are living with HIV.

While schools are closed 
in Zimbabwe, the charity 
is providing a daily meal of 
maize porridge for families to 
cook at home. Good nutrition 
is essential for all children but 
especially those living with 
HIV whose anti-retroviral 
medication will not function 
e�ectively without it.

�e pandemic has aggravated 
an already severe hunger crisis 

in Zimbabwe, with a recent 
UN report highlighting the 
number of food-insecure 
people in the southern African 
nation is expected to surge by 
almost 50 per cent by the end 
of the year.

With the majority of these 
6,000 children’s care-givers 
already living in abject 
poverty and relying on small 
businesses or market trading 
for survival, lockdown has 
le� struggling parents with 
no employment options and 
zero income. At the same time, 
COVID-19 restrictions have 
impacted farming and food 
supply chains, which has led to 
a surge in food prices and le� 
poor families unable to feed 
themselves.

While starvation is the big-
gest risk to these communities 
in Harare and the Goromonzi 
district, great care is also 
being taken to protect them 
from the spread of COVID-19 
while food is distributed. As 

well as take-home portions of 
porridge, families are being 
provided with soap packs and 
handwashing advice. Trained 
volunteers are overseeing the 
community distributions, 
which take place at open-air 
pick-up points with clear 
social distancing and hygiene 
procedures.

Nicole, 11, from the High�eld 

District in Harare, collects her 
porridge from a distribution 
centre at a closed school. When 
talking about the impact of 
the pandemic, she said: ‘It has 
really a�ected me because my 
mother is no longer employed. 
Now she is unable to do any-
thing because we are always 
at home and it was di�cult to 
get food. I now feel happy that 

Children collect porridge 
from Mary’s Meals in 
Zimbabwe. 

I get [Mary’s Meals] to eat.’ 
Alex Keay, head of programme 
partners at Mary’s Meals, said: 
‘�e situation for these com-
munities is dire and without 
this programme the children 
we are helping to support 
would not be able to eat.

‘We are committed to work-
ing together with communities 
and trusted partners to bring 

the most e�ective help to those 
su�ering the e�ects of extreme 
poverty and we are incredibly 
thankful for the support of 
everyone who chooses to stand 
in solidarity with the children 
we serve.’

Daniel Adams, executive 
director of Mary’s Meals, add-
ed: ‘Even amidst the immense 
challenges presented by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we are 
determined our work won’t 
stop. 

‘�e generosity of our in-
credible supporters means we 
can keep our promise to the 
more than 1.6 million children 
who already rely on our meals, 
while reaching more children, 
like those in Harare.’



�e Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 16 October 2020 NEWS 11

A heart of stone filled with 
sisterly love

What do you get your sister on 
her birthday?

And what if you are twins?
It is never easy to pick that 

perfect gi�. A bunch of �ow-
ers? Bottle of wine? Bamboo 
socks?

Mid Argyll twin Leigh 
Philips thought outside the 
birthday box to come up with 
something a bit special for the 
birthday she shares with her 
twin sister Vicki McDonald.

Leigh explained: ‘My 
husband David found a heart-
shaped rock at work during 
lockdown. Once we were able 
to move around a bit and 
restrictions were li�ed a little, 
David and I, with our children  
Ruby-Jo and Iris, spent a lot 
of time on the beach in front 
of Seaside Park in Ardrishaig 
with Vicki, her partner Bryan 
and their son Darra.

‘So I painted the view from 
the beach on to the rock for 
my sister as a gi� for our 35th 
birthday on October 12.’

The beautifully-painted birthday gift between twin sisters Leigh and Vicki. 

Vicki and Leigh – with Leigh’s daughter Iris, aged eight, 
photo-bombing. 

In these strange and stressful times, the Argyllshire 
Advertiser is delighted to receive heart-warming good news 
stories from across the region.

Email your stories and photos to:
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Vicki loved her special pres-
ent and is now looking for the 
perfect spot to display it in her 
home. Leigh continued: ‘It was 
so nice. She and Bryan knew 
exactly the scene I had painted  
and gave me a hug.’
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Whatever fl oats your boat
� ere is a kenspeckle icon of 
Oban’s compelling maritime 
history that is enjoying a 
splendid renaissance, albeit 
one of a radically di� erent 
sort from that with which it is 
synonymous.

� e former Northern 
Lighthouse Board vessel Fingal 
is wowing visitors in its new 
role as a � oating luxury hotel 
at the port of Leith, where it 
is berthed close to Ocean 
Terminal and the Royal Yacht 
Britannia.

� e Fingal has been trans-
formed into its current mag-
ni� cent condition courtesy of 
a £5 million makeover, which 
has resulted in wholesale 
changes, though many of the 
ship’s original features have 
been retained and augmented.

� e metamorphosis has 
been overseen by Oban man 
Bob Downie, chief executive 
of � e Royal Yacht Britannia 
Charitable Trust, which took 
ownership of the vessel in July 
2014 following six years of 
negotiations with the previous 
owner, a� er having been 
approached in 2008 to e� ect a 
transfer of ownership of what 

at that time was named the 
Windsor Castle. She opened 
in January 2019 as a hotel but, 
says Bob, it was April or May 
before the � nishing touches 
were complete. ‘We had an 
interesting journey during 
the conversion,’ he admits. ‘It 
was much harder than we had 
imagined but we got there and 
then, of course, Covid came 
along.

‘We reopened on July 2 and 
it’s been pretty good since. We 
did really well in August with 
nearly 60 per cent occupancy 
and the food and beverage side 
going well. 

‘� e Michelin inspectors 
were here recently so we’re 
praying we get a good 
recommendation.’

� e food, it must be said, is 
excellent, in part because the 
menu is not too extensive. Bob 
explained: ‘� e economics of it 
mean we can’t do much more 
but what we do, we do very well 
and our high teas are superb.’

� e attention to detail for the 
conversion has been stagger-
ing, with decks stripped out 
completely and rebuilt with 
luxury cabins and a sumptu-

ous ballroom or function suite 
created in the bow area.

A new deck has been added 
on top to accommodate the 
Lighthouse Restaurant and 
Bar, with an open area o� ering 
a wonderful place to sit and 
contemplate the Leith water-
front and policies.

� e retention of the original 
engine room, however, was 
insisted upon by Bob and has 
augmented interest among 
visitors, especially former crew 

members who have toured the 
vessel. 

‘Ex-crew get quite emotional 
when they tour the whole ship 
but especially the engine room 
as there is still a hint of diesel 
in the air and  because it was 
such a landmark until it le�  
Oban in 1996. I was one of 
those who grew up seeing it all 
the time.

‘We still have the original log 
books and an album of old pho-
tos and new ones that chronicle 

the conversion. We’ve also kept 
some of the original features 
such as the brass telegraphs. 
If you speak to anyone who 
grew up on the west coast of 
Scotland over the 36 years or 
so that the Fingal served the 
Highlands and Islands, they’ll 
talk with fondness about such 
a beautiful ship. � e fact Fingal 
has been saved and preserved 
for the next 20, 30, 50 years or 
whatever, when most classic 
ships end up being scrapped, is 

an aspect of which I’m particu-
larly proud.’

� e Royal Yacht Britannia 
Charitable Trust is a heritage 
charity that is self-funding and 
receives no government mon-
ey. ‘We’re quite unusual in that 
way,’ said Bob. ‘With Fingal, 
we wanted to invest in some-
thing that was separate from 
Britannia but complementary 
and had a synergy with what 
we’re doing there. What we do, 
we do really well. 

‘� e Britannia was this year 
voted the UK’s number one 
visitor attraction and we’re 
working to maintain those 
standards.

‘We spent a year planning 
the Fingal conversion and 
fretted over the tiniest details. 
It’s a hard journey to seek 
perfection. As long as people 
have enough con� dence to give 
themselves a treat, the Fingal 
will do � ne.’

Supper and Stay packages 
aboard Fingal are from £260 
per night for two people shar-
ing a classic cabin. � e package 
includes dinner and breakfast. 
To book, go to www.� ngal.
co.uk or call 0131 357 5000.

The Lighthouse Bar.
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Eric Smith, Captain Fantastic
One Oban mariner with decid-
ed recollections of the Fingal is 
Eric Smith, now master of the 
Northern Lighthouse Board 
vessel Pole Star.

Eric, a genial native of Lewis 
who has lived in Oban for 
more than 30 years, was cap-
tain of the Fingal and has fond 
memories of his time aboard 
the ship that is now a luxury 
�oating hotel in Edinburgh.

However, a recent visit threw 
him o� balance given the 
wholesale changes to the vessel 
to transform it from the boat 
he knew so well into the �ve-
star enterprise it has become.

Eric �rst joined the Fingal as 
a mate in 1990 and was made 
master �ve years later, serving 
in that role until 2000, when 
the ship was sold, then switch-
ing to the new NLV Pole Star.

He has also captained the 
NLV Pharos. �ese two vessels 
continue to operate out of 
Oban, with Eric switching 
between the two.

‘�e Fingal was identical to 
the Pole Star,’ said Eric. ‘I’d 
been deep sea before the NLB 
and I’d never seen an old brass 
telegraph on a bridge.

‘We went on the Fingal 
in February last year for a 
weekend, just a�er she opened, 
and I got a look around her. 
I’d been aboard during the 
conversion work so the change 
was fantastic.

Incredible
‘I walked around it and had 

di�culty recognising it. I knew 
where we were in the ship but 
had trouble visualising it as 
it had been. I couldn’t get my 
head round it. What they’ve 
done in the forward hold [the 
ballroom or function suite] is 
incredible.

‘Up on the bridge they had 
some of the old logs and 
�icking through these  I came 
across my name, which felt 

strange. �e Fingal was the 
�rst ship where I was master so 
it sticks in your mind. She had 
a crew of 33 or 34, which was 
quite a lot, but the job on deck 
was labour intensive.

‘When I started, the rota was 
eight weeks on and four weeks 
o� - it’s now four and four - but 
the ship was in port most of the 
time and it was all locals who 
were employed.

‘During the summer we used 
to do what was called storage, 
going round the lighthouses, 
because in those days there 
were still quite a few keepers. 
We’d anchor o� and run boats 
back and forth with water, 
diesel and stores and they’d 
give us tea and biscuits.’

Adventure
�e NLB is responsible for 

lighthouses in the waters 
around Scotland and its is-
lands as well as the Isle of Man, 
the latter of which prompts a 
fond memory for Eric. ‘Putting 
a Land Rover ashore at the Calf 
of Man lighthouse was quite 
an adventure. We had to tie 
two boats together, put planks 
on top then li� the Land Rover 
onto it. We’d then go into the 
wee landing slip and drive it 
ashore.

‘Commissioners’ trips were 
also interesting, when we’d 
take the commissioners who 
run the NLB for a two-week 
cruise as part of their duty to 
inspect the lighthouses every 
year. Some of them were real 
characters.’

Eric continues to serve the 
NLB but perhaps not for too 
much longer as he is contem-
plating hanging up his master’s 
ticket. However, his family’s 
maritime connections contin-
ue as his daughter Caroline, 
who also lives in Oban, is at 
sea with CalMac. ‘She works 
in catering on the ferries and 
loves it.

‘I’m in the process of think-
ing about retiring next year 
because I’ve been 46 years at 
sea now. We saw the last of the 
lighthouse keepers as 1998 was 
the end for them.’

Asked if he has a favourite 

lighthouse, Eric was quick to 
respond: ‘Skerryvore. It’s an 
amazing lighthouse because 
of the way it’s constructed and 
engineered. It couldn’t be done 
the same way now because 
of the risks. When you stand 

underneath it and look up, it’s 
like an optical illusion. You 
think it’s going to fall right on 
top of you.’

h t t p s : // w w w. f a c e b o o k .
c o m / f i n g a l e d i n b u r g h /
videos/1456664511167462/

Eric Smith is currently captain of NLV Pole Star

Captain Eric Smith.

Over 65?
Protect yourself from flu  

with the free vaccine.
Flu is serious. Every year in Scotland  

thousands of people are hospitalised with it.

With coronavirus around it’s even more  
important to get the flu vaccine.

If you’re 65 or over, the risk is higher. 
Getting vaccinated is a key reason for leaving 

your home. It’s the best way to protect  
yourself, others, and to help keep pressure off  
the NHS. Strict infection prevention and control  

measures will be in place.

Go to nhsinform.scot/flu  
or call 0800 22 44 88 to find out more.

If you’re offered the flu vaccine, please get it.

#WeAreScotland
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Bee�ng up beaver numbers
�e Scottish Wildlife Trust 
and Royal Zoological 
Society of Scotland are 
hosting an online event 
on Wednesday October 28 
from 6.30pm to give an up-
date on the Scottish Beavers 
Reinforcement Project.

People will be able to 
hear about the latest �eld-
work, which took place in 
September, as well as the 
strategic successes of the 
three-year project. 

�ere will be talks about 
the impact of beavers on 
local wildlife tourism, the 
future of Knapdale Forest 

and an update on the national 
approach to beavers.

�e reinforcement project 
began in 2017, aiming to bol-
ster the population of beavers 
released during the Scottish 
Beaver Trial. 

Twenty-one beavers were 
introduced from Tayside to 
increase numbers and genetic 
diversity in the Knapdale 
beaver population. All ani-
mals were screened by vets 
prior to release to ensure 
that they were healthy and 
disease-free.

Annual surveys show 
that many animals released 

5,000 years of Scottish creativity

One of the Knapdale beavers. Photograph: Steve Gardner. 

through the project have 
successfully established ter-
ritories and bred. It is hoped 
the new kits will eventually 
form breeding pairs with 
beavers descended from the 
Norwegian beavers released 
during the Scottish Beaver 
Trial, increasing the overall 
diversity of Argyll’s beaver 
population and giving it 
the best chance for future 
success.

�e project is led by 
Scottish Beavers, a part-
nership between the Royal 
Zoological Society of 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust created to 
continue the work of the 
Scottish Beaver Trial. It 
is taking place on land 
managed by Forest and 
Land Scotland and has been 
licensed by NatureScot, 
which is also co-ordinating 
the monitoring require-
ments at the site.

To register for the event, 
hosted on Zoom from 
6.30pm on Wednesday 
October 28, visit scottish-
wildlifetrust.org.uk or email 
enquir ies@scott ishwi ld-
lifetrust.org.uk.

Artist, broadcaster and author 
Lachlan Goudie will explore 
Scotland’s artistic history 
and pre-history in a special 
fundraising event on �ursday 
October 22.

Drawing from his recent-
ly-published book ‘�e Story 
of Scottish Art’, Lachlan will 
explore some of the most fasci-
nating interconnected chapters 
in Scottish art history. From 
the neolithic to Pictish eras, 

and onwards to the Glasgow 
Boys and Scottish colourists, 
this online spectacular will 
be an eye-opening event that 
brings the richness of Scottish 
art history to life.

World-famous
Hosted by art historian Rose 

Balston, ‘Scotland: 5,000 Years 
of Creativity’ will feature 
world-famous piper Stuart 
Liddell and one of his most 
promising pupils, 14-year-old 

Chris McCartan, who will 
book-end the talk with glori-
ous piping performances live 
from the magical setting of 
Kilmartin Glen.

�is event will be in support 
of Kilmartin Museum and the 
Argyll Piping Trust.

Tickets for the October 22 
event - to be held between 6pm 
and 7.30pm - are available 
from the artscapesuk.com 
website.

Artist, author and broadcaster Lachlan 
Goudie. World-renowned piper Stuart Liddell. 
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A beacon of musical light for 2021

The Brambelles in full musical � ow at MOJO 2018. 

Mark it in your diary as 
something to look forward 
to next spring.

A date has been set for 
Argyll’s next fabulous festi-
val of original music - MOJO 
2021.

� is weekend would have 
seen the 2020 MOJO festival 
at Craignish Village Hall but 
in common with other social 
occasions the organisers 
were forced to cancel due to 
the coronavirus pandemic

Earlier this week, however, 

Danny Carroll and Eric Dearie perform at the � rst MOJO festival in 2017.

the event’s founder revealed a 
date has been set for the next 
MOJO musical extravaganza 
- Saturday May 15 2021 - pan-
demic permitting.

Dan Sloan-Gri�  ths said: 
‘Hopefully this will give 
music fans something to look 
forward to. We are still very 
active and keen for musicians 
to send in their demos.

‘� ere has been a lot of 
interest from artists interest-
ed in taking part, which is 
brilliant.’

Artists and bands with 
Argyll connections - of any 
musical � avour - are wanted 
to showcase their talent next 
spring.

� e basic critera for demo 
submissions are:

� Your music must be origi-
nal - no covers

� You can perform a 30-40 
minute set of your own music
� You are from, or have strong
 connections with, Argyll
� You or your band are aged
 16 and over

To apply, musicians should 
send a short description of 
their music accompanied by a 
demo - video, EP, Soundcloud, 
Youtube, are all accepted - to 
the MOJO Argyll Facebook 
page. 

Previous MOJO artists can 
re-apply, provided it is with 
new material.

In tribute to what would have 
been the fourth MOJO festival 

this weekend, keep an eye out 
for MOJO Memories on the 
MOJO Argyll Facebook page, 
featuring fantastic photo-
graphs and videos from MOJO 
festivals in years gone by.

Dan added: ‘We look forward 
to being able to see and hear all 
our brilliant performers again. 
Until we see you all again, 
be smart, stay safe and stay 
tuned.’

MOJO is a non-charitable, 
non-funded and not-for-
pro� t volunteer venture. 
All proceeds from the bar 
and ticket sales, once show 
costs are deducted, are 
split between the evening’s 
performers.

For more information, visit 
the MOJO Argyll Facebook 
page or call Dan on 01546 
602429.
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‘World first’ as endangered 
skate hatches near Oban

The moment of hatching. Photograph: NatureScot/SAMS. 

A critically-endangered �ap-
per skate has been successfully 
cared for and hatched in cap-
tivity in what is thought to be a 
‘world �rst’ for the species.

�e skate egg has been 
looked a�er by NatureScot and 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) and 
hatched at its aquarium a�er 
an 18-month gestation period.

It is thought to be the �rst 
time a �apper skate egg has 

been cared for from laying to 
hatching - allowing scientists 
to accurately con�rm the 
gestation of the species for the 
�rst time.

Released
�e hatchling, a male meas-

uring just 27cm long, was im-
mediately released into the sea 
from Loch Sunart to the Sound 
of Jura Marine Protected Area.

Despite its name, the com-
mon or �apper skate has been 

listed as ‘critically endangered’ 
since 2006 as a result of 
over�shing.

Flapper skate are described 
as ‘extinct’ across much of 
their range, although the west 
coast of Scotland is one of the 
last remaining strongholds.

Jane Dodd, NatureScot 
marine operations o�cer, said: 
‘We have been observing and 
monitoring the egg for a year 
and a half so to see it hatch suc-
cessfully and be released back 
into the ocean was a wonderful 
moment.

‘It has been really exciting to 
witness the development of the 
embryo each week from just a 
large yolk, to an embryo with a 
small beating tail and �nally to 
a baby skate completely �lling 
the egg capsule.

‘We still know very little 
about the lives of �apper skate, 
for example how o�en they 
breed, and where and when 
they lay eggs.

‘�e total gestation of the egg 
was 535 days so it is similar to 
that of orca and sperm whales.

‘Knowing the length of time 
that eggs take to hatch is a 
really useful piece of informa-
tion for understanding the life 
history of �apper skate which 
will in turn improve how we 
are able to protect them.’

Steven Benjamins of SAMS 
said: ‘We have been photo-
graphing the egg every week 
on a light box to observe the 
development of the embryo.

‘A few months ago we started 
to wonder if the embryo was 
large enough to hatch so we set 
up video camera recording 24 
hours a day to try and capture 
the moment.

‘We were able to record some 
lovely footage of the moment 
the baby skate swam out of the 
egg case.’

Anglers travel from all over 

the world to Oban to �sh for 
�apper skate on a strictly 
catch-and-release basis, con-
tributing to vital research.

Jane added: ‘Angling has in-
creased our knowledge of �ap-
per skate immensely. Anglers 
have been tagging skate and 
recording their recaptures for 
decades and their data helped 
justify the designation of Loch 
Sunart to the Sound of Jura 
Marine Protected Area for 
�apper skate.

Grateful
‘Skate charter skippers, Paul 

Timoney and Graeme Sands, 
delivered the skate egg to us 
and we are extremely grateful 
to them for that.

‘Very occasionally female 
skate spontaneously release 
eggs when they are li�ed onto 
the deck of angling vessels 
for measuring. Paul knew I 
was keen to collect an egg to 

observe it and he was able to 
save it for me.’ �e egg was 
immediately transferred to the 
aquarium at SAMS where it 
was kept at 10ºC below surface 
water temperature to simulate 
the temperature at around 30 
metres where eggs have been 
observed until it hatched.

It was released close to the 
spot where the mother was 
captured and released last year.

Female �apper skate grow 
to a maximum length of 
more than 2.3 metres and are 
estimated to live for around 
50 years. Once hatched in the 
wild, empty skate and ray egg 
cases o�en wash up on beaches 
where they can be spotted in 
the strandline. Flapper skate 
egg cases are easily recognisa-
ble because they are the largest 
of all the skate and ray egg 
cases at 14 to 28cm long and 10 
to 14cm wide.

The �apper skate is prepared for release. Photograph: Jane Dodd/NatureScot. 

The captive skate on the sea �oor after release. Photograph: Karen Boswarva. 



Stick with it. For yourselves and each other.

#WeAreScotland gov.scot/coronavirus

Don’t go for one last shop or wait for a 
test result. Support is available and you 
may be eligible for financial assistance of up
to £500* if you are on a low income and 
are asked to self-isolate by Test & Protect. 
For more information call the National 
Helpline on 0800 111 4000. 

*Terms and conditions apply.

You should self-isolate if:
•  You or anyone at home has symptoms

•  Just back from a country on the 
quarantine list

•  You have been advised to by the NHS

Face
coverings

Avoid
crowds

Clean
hands

Two
metres

Self
isolate
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Sponsored by 
NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. 
Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 
for your 
insurance needs

United Auctions, Oban, 
Tuesday October 6: sold 
907 calves and store cattle. 
Bullocks sold to £1100 for 
a 478kg, LimX from A & 
M Buchanan, Achnaba to 
average £701.98 (+£155.41) 
per head. 

Heifers sold to £1020 
for a 424g, LimX from A & 
BA Campbell, Achnacree 
Beag to average £653.41 
(+£162.69) per head. 
Bullocks sold to 371.5p/
kg for a 144kg, LimX from 
J Cameron, Kilmalieu 
to average 260.76p/kg 
(+58.26p). Heifers sold 
to 318.9p/kg for a 185kg, 
LimX from I Campbell & 
Son, Strongorm to average 
246.79p £/kg (+58.14p). A 
good show of naturally 
reared calves sold well 
and to a good following of 
buyers.  

Trade increased consid-

Around the markets
erably on the corresponding 
sale last year which was a 
hesitant trade prevailing at 
the time.

Leading prices per head
Blks – AAX - £1095(2), 

£985, £970(3), Craignaich; 
£910(8), £890(9), £880(8), 
£870(8), £840(8), Poltalloch; 
£810, Kilbride. BSx - £750, 13 
Caolis, Vatersay. BRBx - £920, 
Achadhbeag. 

CharX - £795(2), £790, 
Shenavallie. LimX - £1100, 
£1075, £1065(2), £1045, 
£1030(2), £1005, Achnaba; 
£960, Woodend; £960, 
Balnagown; £955, Achuaran; 
£940, Achnacree Beag; 
£940, Balnagown; £940, 
Ardchatten; £935, Iochdar; 
£930(2), Ardachy; £925, 
Culbhuirig; £925, North 
Ardnaclach. Luing - £790(8), 
£785(8), £770(8), Ardlarach. 
SalX - £730(2), £725(4), 8 
Vatersay; £725, 11 Uidh, 

Vatersay; £725, 7 Uidh. 
SimX - £835, Kilbride; £800, 

Sammadale; £780, Stron-
gorm; £775(2), Cliad; £775(7), 
Scammadale; £765(4), Cliad; 
£760(2), Saulmore; £760, 
Dunach; £750(2), Cliad.

Hfrs – AAx - £600(4), 
Kilbride. BS - £585, Ard-
slignish. 

CharX - £640, £620, 
Shenavallie. LimX - £1020, 
Achnacree Beag; £1005(4), 
Achnaba; £1000(2), 
Achnacree Beag; £1000(2), 
Achnaba; £990, Inion; 
£950(7), Achnaba; £950(2), 
Achnacree Beag; £950(2), 
£940(2), Achnaba; £930, 
£925, Balnagown; £910, 
Ardachy. 

SalX - £640(2), 8 Vatersay. 
SimX - £930(2), £795(2), 
Kilbride; £680(2), Dunach 
Estate.

Leading Prices Per Kilo
Blks – AAx – 308.5p(2), 

Rhulios; 306.7p(2), 297p, 
8 Vatersay; 295.8p(8), 
287.6p(8), 284.3p(8), 
Poltalloch; 280.2p(6), Rhulios; 
278.5p(4), Kinlochlaich; 
276p(4), Kilbride; 275.8p(8), 
Poltalloch; 275.1p(3), Kilbride; 
266p(5), Rhulios; 265.2p(3), 
Kinlochlaich; 254.4p(9), 
Poltalloch. BS – 314.7p, 10 
Caolis, Vatersay; 270p, 13 
Caolis, Vatersay; 258.9p, 
12 Caolis Vatersay; 255.6p 
(3), 248.8p(2), 244.1p(3), 
243.8p(2), Achnacloich. BRBx 
– 278.3p, 265p, Shenavallie. 
CharX – 288.3p, 265p(2), 
Shenavallie; 241.1p, Laggan 
Farms. LimX – 371.5p(2), 
Kilmalieu; 350p(4), 342.3p(2), 
330.7p(3), 328.8p(3), 
Strongorm; 326.5p, Antuim; 
319.5p(2), Iochdar; 318p(2), 
Strongorm; 317.2p(3), 316.9p, 
Antuim; 309.3p(5), Kilmalieu; 
308.3p, Pennygown; 
305.5p(6), Lochbuie; 

299.7p(6), Poltalloch; 
296.5p(2), Antuim; 296.3p, 
Pennygown; 294.5p(6), Sco-
or; 294.5p, Woodend; 291.7p, 
Cuiluaine. Luing – 308.6p(10), 
285.3p(12), Ardlarach; 
280.5p(6), Blackmount; 
276.2p(6), Knock; 275.3p(11), 
Ardlarach; 274.9p(3), Clachan; 
263.6p(4), Knock; 262.8p(8), 
Ardlarach. SalX – 297p(2), 8 
Vatersay; 287p, 1 Vatersay; 
283.1p(7), 8 Vatersay; 274.5p, 
7 Uidh; 273.6p, 269.5p, 1 
Vatersay. SimX – 329.2p(5), 
Scammadale; 327.4p(4), 
324.9p(2), 313.3p(3), Stron-
gorm; 304.1p(6), Kilbride; 
299.2p(2), Scammadale; 
296.3p, Pennygown; 
280.2p(4), Cliad; 280p(5), 
279.2p(3), Ardencaple; 
278.8p(5), Kilbride; 274.8p(7), 
Scammadale; 273.7p(3), 
Pennygown; 271p(2), Cliad. 
BG – 279.2p(6), Achnacraig; 
269.5p(3), Callachally. 

Hfrs – AAx – 269.1p(4), 
Kilbride; 245.6p(6), Rhulios. 
BS – 275.6p, 13 Caolis; 
244.6p, 240.4p, 12 Caolis. 
BRBx – 241.1p(2), Shena-
vallie. CharX – 267.2p, 
264.5p, Shenavallie. LimX 
– 318.9p(2), 302.8p(3), 
Strongorm; 294.6p, 
Pennygown; 291.8p(4), 
Strongorm; 290.6p(3), 
Antuim; 290p(2), Iochdar; 
287p, Woodend; 286.5p(2), 
Cuiluaine; 280.5p(2), Stron-
gorm; 278p(2), 275.9p, 
Pennygown; 273.4p, 
Culbhuirg; 273.3p(2), 
Iochdar; 272.1p(7), 
Lochbuie. Luing – 256.8p, 
Tenga. SalX – 277p(5), 8 
Vatersay; 251.1p(3), 7 Uidh. 
SimX – 309.9p(2), Dunach 
Estate; 304.9p, Strongorm; 
285.7p(2), Dunach Estate; 
285.7p(3), 273.7p(3), Stron-
gorm; 259.3p(3), Kilbride; 
258.5p(3), Pennygown. 

Hill North Country Cheviot rams 
FOR SALE AND HIRE

Telephone 
N Robertson 07768 506826

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u
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SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

QUALITY USED TRACTORS
17 reg, Zetor Major CL 80  only 550 hrs, as new ............................................ £22000
19 reg  Zetor proxima GP 110  40k ..................................................................... £35000
67 reg Zetor Proxima HS 80  popwer shuttle ................................................  £33000
09 reg Zetor Forterra 124 41  air con ................................................................. £22500
61 reg Hurlimann XA90 GS Sigma4 Loader .................................................... £29500
14 reg Hurlimann XA80  low cab ........................................................................ £24000
16 reg  Hurlimann XB115  sigma4 loader  ........................................................£38000
57 reg Hurlimann  XB110  sigma4 loader ......................................................... £25000
02 reg NewHolland TM 125  Front Links .......................................................... £23500
55 reg McCormick CX 105  loader  ......................................................................£18500
17 reg Solis RX 50 4x4  Roll Bar ...............................................................................£8500
MACHINERY
Welger-Lely 445 Round Baler  as new , Due In .................................................... POA
New Blaney X10 bale unroller with side conveyier .........................................£5800
used blaney X10 bale unroller   as new ...............................................................£3800
New Malone 7, 8 and9ft disc mowers in stock from   .....................................£4800
new Malone 4 and 6 rota tedders in stock from  .............................................£6800
Kverneland8076 6 rota tedder  very good condition .....................................£4800
New Galfre 320-10 single rota rakes .....................................................................£3800
all prices plus vat

Tel  David Tunstall 07817 832978,  Chris Tunstall 07929 563907,  
Richard Tunstall 07765 883435

Many other tractors & machinery in stock, view online at  
www.tunstalltractorscom

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



Any word found in the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary (Tenth Edition) is 
eligible with the following 
exceptions: proper nouns; plural 
nouns, pronouns and possessives; 
third person singular verbs; 
hyphenated words; contractions 
and abbreviations; vulgar slang 
words; variant spellings of the 
same word (where another variant 
is also eligible).

 1. A drudge might come 
before Rover’s tail (8)

 5. Race round the tree (4)
 8. Brought up in ancient city, 

turned wild (8)
 9. Support for quiet ending (4)
 11. Development plot? (7)
 13. Big Ben found on Caribbean 

island (5)
 14. Distinguishing against 

pain (11)
 18. Move slowly and behave 

abjectly (5)
 19. Boxer’s aircraft (7)
 21. Lover in the rosiest 

surroundings (4)
 22. London area still in a state 

of rapture (8)
 24. Nothing more than a month 

in Ireland (4)
 25. The quality of a fi ne point (8)
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 1. Girl I’d seen in trouble (6)
 2. Greedily swallow 

Cheddar (5)
 3. Coloured glass fl y (10)
 4. Be very eager to pass on (3)
 6. Article links two vehicles to 

make a third (7)
 7. Ask again to rest (6)
 10. This month one confi ned 

to college has been urged 
on (10)

 12. Diminutive person is maybe 
bashful (5)

 15. Small chapel used for 
elegant speech (7)

 16. It’s a funny way to show 
fear (6)

 17. Summary is not quite 
accurate (6)

 20. Let it become the 
heading (5)

 23. Exclamation of surprise 
when business comes to 
nothing (3)

ACROSS DOWN

71
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9
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20
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QUICK CROSSWORD

4 1 7
8 2 9

5
4 7 8

8 1 9
9 5

2
6 1 3 9

4 3 6

6 9 1
4

2 3 7 6
5 8

6 5 2 4 8
2 8 6 7 1 3 9
5
3 6 7 8 4

7 3 1 9 6

7 10 23 4 10 11 12 18 14 11 15

3 10 18 14 23 26 1 10 26

20 5 16 16 11 10 10 4 18 6

15 11 16 21 20 23 13 7 10

15 16 11 10 12 10 19 16 14

5 21 10 19 21 18 12 10 25 15 11

11 13 14 21 8 12 18

9 23 11 15 21 24 21 21 23 16 23

23 12 21 13 23 1 4 15 13

12 15 14 18 15 16 10 15 12

18 23 22 15 21 10 4 5 7 21

11 9 12 10 15 11 17 20 10

2 10 13 10 14 10 21 21 15 12 2

Each number in our Cross Code grid represents a different letter 
of the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start 
you off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, 
then use your knowledge of words to work out which letters 
should go in the missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

How many words of four 
letters or more can you 
make from this 
Nonagram? Each word 
must use the central letter, 
and each letter may be 
used only once. At least 
one word using all nine 
letters can be found.
Guidelines:

NONAGRAM

Place the four signs (add, 
subtract, multiply, divide) 
one in each circle so that 
the total of each across 
and down line is the same. 
Perform the first calculation in each 
line first and ignore the mathematical 
law which says you should always 
perform division and multiplication 
before addition and subtraction.

  9  9
 6  3  9
  3  3
 8  3  2
  2  1

EQUALISER
Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.Easy Hard

Spell out a 15-letter word or 
phrase by moving from one 
chamber to another within 
the pyramid. You may 
only enter each of the 
chambers once and 
may only proceed 
through openings 
in the walls. The 
first letter may 
appear in any 
chamber.

     V

    E  E

   O  R  N

  N  Y  I  N

 E  A  W  E  R

Using all 16 letters of the phrase above, form 
four words each of four letters which will fit in the 
grid to form a magic square in which the words 
can be read both horizontally and vertically.

HEATHEN DISTANCES

WORD PYRAMID

MAGIC SQUARE

Here are two 
miniature five-
square 
crosswords 
using the same 
grid – but the 
letters have 
been mixed up. 
You have to 
work out which 
letters belong 
to which 
crossword.

 RD EA NG SE ED

 AO  LU  IY

 UT HD DO ER RN

 BE  AG  KI

 TS AH ET SA EY

FIVE ALIVE

No. 5181

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

C
14 15

L
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

O
23 24 25 26

 H I P 
 E W E 
 N S L

20 Good; 23 Very Good; 
27 Excellent.

 1. Jake Gyllenhaal starred 
opposite Heath Ledger in which 
2005 fi lm about the relationship 
between two cowboys?

 2. In which hobby might traces, 
ledgers and gentles be used?

 3. Grace Road is the home ground 
of which county cricket team?

 4. What was the occupation of 
‘waits’?

 5. The 19th century novelist Mary 
Ann Evans used what 
pseudonym?

Quiz Challenge
 6. Igor Sikorsky pioneered 

which type of aircraft?

 7. Mother of pearl is also known 
as what?

 8. What is meant by the 
expression a ‘ballpark fi gure’?

 9. Henry VII was the fi rst 
monarch of which royal 
house?

 10. Who starred opposite Lady 
Gaga in the 2018 remake of 
the fi lm A Star is Born?

Your daily puzzle challenge
CROSS CODE CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

ACROSS
 1. Cutting 

implement (8)
 6. Uncommon (4)
 8. Golf peg (3)
 9. Cuban dance (8)
 10. Not any (4)
 12. Cut off (5)
 14. Take notice (3,2)
 17. Knocks (4)
 18. Abide (8)
 20. Filmed report (8)
 24. Deceiver (4)
 25. Food fish (5)
 26. Bodily organ (5)

 29. Greek letter (4)
 30. Act of voting (8)
 31. --- Gardens (3)
 32. Simple (4)
 33. Oust, 

supersede (8)
DOWN
 2. Applaud (4)
 3. Musical lines (6)
 4. Egg dish (6)
 5. Male deer (4)
 6. French artist (6)
 7. Leave 

suddenly (3,3)
 11. Feat (5)

 12. Mass of eggs (5)
 13. Wheel on spur (5)
 14. Stitch (3)
 15. Mammal with 

snout (5)
 16. Oyster’s gem (5)
 19. Attempt (3)
 21. Cry of 

discovery (6)
 22. Underhand (6)
 23. Queue (4,2)
 24. Pulse (6)
 27. Church seats (4)
 28. Behave 

listlessly (4)

This puzzle page is supplied by 
Sirius Media Services. 
To try our new puzzle, 
Zygolex, go to 
www.zygolex.com
© Sirius Media Services Ltd
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QUIZ CHALLENGE: 1 Brokeback Mountain; 2 Fishing; 3 Leicestershire; 4 Civic musicians; 5 George Eliot; 6 The helicopter; 7 Nacre; 
8 A rough estimate; 9 The Tudors; 10 Bradley Cooper.

hewn; lewis; lwei; nephew; newel; 
newie; newish; news; phew; pinwheel; 
sewn; shew; shewn; sinew; slew; 
spew; sweep; swine; swipe; ween; 
weep; wels; welsh; whee; wheel; 
WHEELSPIN; wheen; whelp; when; 
while; whin; whine; whip; wile; wine; 
wipe; wise; wish; wisp. EQUALISER:

Clockwise from top 
left – subtract; add; 
divide; multiply. 
Total: 12.

738465921
465192873
912837546
153948267
679523418
284671395
526784139
391256784
847319652

289635417
416782953
537149682
365497821
872561394
941328765
723916548
658274139
194853276

WORD PYRAMID:
Every one a winner.

MAGIC SQUARE: 
east; ache; shin; 
tend.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: 

QUICK CROSSWORD: 
Across – 1 Scissors; 6 Rare; 8 Tee; 9 Habanera; 10 None; 12 
Sever; 14 Sit up; 17 Taps; 18 Tolerate; 20 Newsreel; 24 Liar; 25 
Tunny; 26 Liver; 29 Beta; 30 Election; 31 Kew; 32 Easy; 33 
Supplant.
Down – 2 Clap; 3 Staves; 4 Omelet; 5 Stag; 6 Renoir; 7 Run out; 
11 Stunt; 12 Spawn; 13 Rowel; 14 Sew; 15 Tapir; 16 Pearl; 19 Try; 
21 Eureka; 22 Sneaky; 23 Line up; 24 Lentil; 27 Pews; 28 Moon.

Across – 1 Dogsbody; 5 Acer; 8 Nurtured; 9 Prop; 11 Seedbed; 
13 Nevis; 14 Contrasting; 18 Crawl; 19 Fighter; 21 Eros; 22 
Ecstatic; 24 Mayo; 25 Goodness.
Down – 1 Denise; 2 Gorge; 3 Bluebottle; 4 Die; 6 Caravan; 7 
Repose; 10 Instigated; 12 Dwarf; 15 Oratory; 16 Scream; 17 
Précis; 20 Title; 23 Coo.

(1) 

(2)

Across – Raged; Thorn; Satay.
Down – Rates; Gloat; Dinky.
Across – Dense; Udder; These.
Down – Doubt; Nudge; Eyrie.

EASY SUDOKUHARD SUDOKU

CROSS CODE

FIVE ALIVE: 

NONAGRAM: 

SOLUTIONS



 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 
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T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Tel. Tobermory 01688 302044 or 07739183414

MERCEDES R350
2006. Very rare luxury  FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 
petrol V6 3 litre  SIX SEATER estate. Lovely 

condition inside and out. Two owners, 
every extra including GPS, service history, 

manuals, two keys, twin sunroofs. Metallic 
maroon and tan leather, walnut trim 

interior. 96,000 miles. £5,500.

Tel: 01631 720414

MAZDA BT-50

2008 model
87k miles

1 years mot
£3250 ono
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BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DRIVE AWAY A 
FORESTER AND 
SAVE £3,000. 

SUBARU FORESTER e-BOXER fuel economy and CO2 results (WLTP): Combined 34.7mpg, CO2 emissions 185g/km. Mpg figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results. Fuel consumption 
achieved in real life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.
Saving of £3,000 (incl. VAT) on a new 2.0i XE or 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic Forester e-BOXER. Offer available on new Forester e-BOXER registered between 01.10.2020 and 30.11.2020, to a maximum of 150 vehicles registered during this period. Subaru reserves the right to amend or withdraw offers at any time 
without prior notice. Private customers only, not available in conjunction with any other offers. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only.  †Forester e-BOXER is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which 
comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance 
Programme valid in the UK and Europe. 

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFER 
LIMITED VEHICLES AVAILABLE

OFFER

ENDS
30TH

NOVEMBER

BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
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Saving of £3,000 (incl. VAT) on a new 2.0i XE or 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic Forester e-BOXER. Offer available on new Forester e-BOXER registered between 01.10.2020 and 30.11.2020, to a maximum of 150 vehicles registered during this period. Subaru reserves the right to amend or withdraw offers at any time 
without prior notice. Private customers only, not available in conjunction with any other offers. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only.  †Forester e-BOXER is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which 
comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance 
Programme valid in the UK and Europe. 

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFER 
LIMITED VEHICLES AVAILABLE

OFFER

ENDS
30TH

NOVEMBER
BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

SUBARU XV e-BOXER fuel economy and CO2 results (WLTP): Combined 35.7mpg, CO2 emissions 180g/km. Mpg figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results. Fuel consumption achieved in 
real life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.
Credit available subject to status. UK residents 18+. Minimum deposit required of 23%. This offer excludes fleet and Members Affinity scheme sales, is only available through participating Subaru dealers and is not available in conjunction with any other offers unless specified. Crystal White Pearl special paint finish free of charge 
across all models. This credit offer is only available through Subaru Finance provided by International Motors Finance Limited, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.11.2020. OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months’ road fund licence 
and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for exact quotation. With Personal Contract Purchase, once you have paid all of your regular monthly repayments you can choose to: 1) Pay the optional final repayment and own the car – optional final repayment includes £10 
purchase fee. 2) Part-exchange the car for a new one (subject to settlement of your existing agreement, new agreements are subject to status). 3) Return the car to Subaru Finance without paying the optional final repayment. Providing you’ve not exceeded the maximum agreed mileage and the car is in good condition (fair wear and 
tear accepted), you will have nothing further to pay. If the vehicle has exceeded the maximum permitted mileage then a charge of 9.6p inclusive of VAT at 20% per excess mile on 2.0i will apply. †SUBARU XV e-BOXER is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 
Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance Programme valid in the UK and Europe.

OFFER

ENDS
30TH

NOVEMBER

XV 2.0i E-BOXER SE. 
£249 PER MONTH
0% APR ON PCP. 

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFER

(PLUS CUSTOMER DEPOSIT & OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT)

Vehicle shown is a Subaru XV 2.0i e-BOXER SE Lineartronic, OTR price of £32,205.00.
Model shown price includes optional special paint finish at £550.

S & S Services, trading as W B Spicer, W J Spicer & D Spicer 
is a credit broker and not a lender. 

BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX
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and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for exact quotation. With Personal Contract Purchase, once you have paid all of your regular monthly repayments you can choose to: 1) Pay the optional final repayment and own the car – optional final repayment includes £10 
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NOVEMBER

XV 2.0i E-BOXER SE. 
£249 PER MONTH
0% APR ON PCP. 

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFER

(PLUS CUSTOMER DEPOSIT & OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT)

Vehicle shown is a Subaru XV 2.0i e-BOXER SE Lineartronic, OTR price of £32,205.00.
Model shown price includes optional special paint finish at £550.

S & S Services, trading as W B Spicer, W J Spicer & D Spicer 
is a credit broker and not a lender. 

BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY

S & S Services
01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DRIVE AWAY AN 
OUTBACK AND 
SAVE £4,000.

OUR BIGGEST E VER
STOCK CLE AR ANCE

SUBARU OUTBACK fuel economy and CO2 results (WLTP): Combined 33.0mpg, CO2 emissions 193g/km. Mpg figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results. Fuel consumption achieved in real 
life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.
Saving of £3,000 (incl. VAT) plus free tow bar and fitting worth £1,000 (incl. VAT) on a new 2.5i SE or 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic Outback. Offer available on new Outback registered between 01.10.2020 and 30.11.2020. Stock subject to availability. Subaru reserves the right to amend or withdraw offers at any 
time without prior notice. Private customers only, not available in conjunction with any other offers. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only. †Outback is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which 
comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Added reassurance is provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance 
Programme valid in the UK and Europe.

LIMITED OFFER

ENDS
30TH

NOVEMBER

S&S - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR    TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702
FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATE CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.

S&S SERVICES
SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertise-
ments in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, de-
cent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, fail-
ing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdic-
tion of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheri�  Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may 
choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for 
any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or 
relevant part of the advertisement, as 
the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No 

re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, mis-
print or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be noti� ed to 
the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint 
or omission exceed the amount of 
a full refund of any price paid to the 
Publisher for the particular adver-
tisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable 
to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or 
threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of ad-
vertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to 
the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily 
basis from the due date until the bill 
is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as 
an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts 
given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be 
treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertise-
ment assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000 www.obantimes.
co.uk and registered as a newspaper 
at the Post O�  ce. http://termsand-
conditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Rhoda Grant MSP
Regional MSP for the 
Highlands & Islands

Virtual Public Advice Surgery
On A83 Rest and Be Thankful
I want to hear your views on the proposed 

solutions for the Rest and Be Thankful.
Virtual meeting via zoom

Thursday 22nd October 2020, 10am-11am
Please register your interest by 

Wednesday 21st October at 12noon by
e-mailing: Rhoda.grant.msp@parliament.scot

                                  

Rhoda Grant MSP 
Regional MSP for the Highlands & Islands 
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and Be Thankful.  
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Please register your interest by Wedesday 21st October at 12noon. 
E-mail: Rhoda.grant.msp@parliament.scot 

Argyll and Bute Council
GM DUNCAN’S BEQUEST

ANDREW GREENLEES TRUST
Campbeltown residents are being invited to apply for a £25 voucher 
for individuals and a £50 voucher for families (households of more 
than one person) from the town’s GM Duncan bequest. The voucher 
can be used at selected retailers in Campbeltown.
Major George Melville Duncan, who died in 1958, bequeathed money 
to the then Campbeltown Town Council for the ‘benefit of the poor 
of the Burgh in the form of gifts, of fuel, clothing and foodstuffs during 
the winter months’. Andrew Greenlees set up a Trust on his death which 
provided for the poor of Campbeltown.
Applicants should note that the application approval process comprises 
a number of filters to ensure that the use of the funds meet the terms 
of the bequest. The first of these filters is that only one application per 
household can be considered and that applications will generally not 
be considered where the income of the household is above £190 per 
person resident in the household per week. Only residents of the Royal 
Burgh of Campbeltown are eligible to apply.
The trustees evaluate each application and determine awards in relation 
to each approved form.
Application forms are available online at Argyll and Bute Council’s website 
or can be obtained by contacting Iona Campbell, Senior Committee 
Assistant, at 01436 658 801 or iona.campbell2@argyll-bute.gov.uk. 
All application forms should be returned by e-mail to  
iona.campbell2@argyll-bute.gov.uk or returned by post to Iona 
Campbell, Legal and Regulatory Support, Argyll and Bute Council, 
Helensburgh & Lomond Civic Centre, Helensburgh, G84 7PG no later 
than Friday 6th November 2020. Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS  
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/01202/LIB Reinstatement of original 

chimney height
Kilmartin Castle, 
Barrmor View, 
Kilmartin, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll 
And Bute, PA31 8RQ 

20/01575/PP Erection of shed for indoor  
all weather surface for horse 
riding, erection of associated 
welfare unit, installation  
of septic tank and formation 
of vehicular access

Land West Of 
Equestrian Centre,  
Glen Kerran,  
Southend, 
Campbeltown,  
Argyll And Bute 

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications 
or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, Kilmory 
Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter 
of representation the Council receives is considered a public document 
and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers are requested to 
use electronic communication where possible during the coronavirus 
pandemic as our ability to process postal mail  
is restricted.
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid



RECRUITMENT
We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Shop Assistant (Arran)
Arran

We are looking to hire a hard-working, 
customer-oriented Shop Assistant to ensure the smooth 
running of in-store retail operations. The Shop Assistant’s 
responsibilities include welcoming customers to our shop, 
monitoring customer activities to prevent incidents of shoplifting, 
arranging window displays accordingly, and processing customer 
refunds. You should also be able to identify customers’ needs 
and recommend suitable shop items that best satisfy their needs. Download our app 

for free at hijobs.
co.uk/app

We’ve made it even 
easier to fi nd your 

next job in the 
perfect location.
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TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS
METALS WANTED GARDEN SERVICES

MUSIC & SOUND RECORDING

Take your music to the next level

S i g n a l c e l l
Argyll’s mobile recording,

mixing & mastering services

Tel:07786 778166

or visit the Signalcell page on Facebook

james@signalcell.net
www.signalcell.net

TV SERVICES

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 

Senior Carer
 Qualification; Nursing or SVQ level 3 in health 

and social care essential.

Housekeeping Assistant
Full and part-time permanent positions. 

Good pay and conditions.  
Paid breaks and pension scheme.

For an application form contact manager

 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 
Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Assistant Finance Manager
Salary: £24-26,000 pro rata, 
30 hours/week
Closing date: 5/11/20
To apply, visit kilmartin.org/
home/get-involved/vacancies/

D J CAMPBELL 
JOINERY LTD

Require self-employed 
joiners for the 

Oban area.
Must have own tools 

and transport.
For more details call 

07768 320443
or email: 

djcampbell1@
hotmail.co.uk

General manager: we are looking for
a professional dynamic Manager to

keep our established business moving forward.

A Unique opportunity to join us at Calgary
managing our café, self-catering & Art Gallery.

 Housekeeper: a year round position
To service our holiday properties 

to a high standard 

 Tel: 01688 400256
Email : info@calgary.co.uk

 WE’RE HIRING FOR A CAR SERVICE  
MECHANIC AT OUR CAMPBELTOWN DEPOT!

An exciting opportunity exists for an 
experienced Car Mechanic at our Campbeltown 
depot who thrives working in a busy and rapidly 
expanding environment.

If you think you could rise to this challenge 
and be an asset to the Hamilton Ross Group  
Please email your CV with a covering letter to  
jobs@hamiltonrossgroup.co.uk

1933
T H E  H A M I L T O N  R O S S  G R O U P  O F  C O M P A N I E S

TELEPHONE  
01586 553031
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

HELENSBURGH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345

ISLE OF BUTE

STRACHUR

There are plans for a horticultural training centre on the Ash� eld site. 

As we prepare to face a winter with coronavirus, 
Strachur resident Jackie Scott-Mandeville put 
pen to paper in this poem, published in the 
October 2020 issue of the Strachur and district 
community newsletter.

Surviving Covid
We’re surviving, just: as we hunker down
Towards a Highland winter, but dreading
� e days that force our face into a frown,
Knowing that not far ahead we’re heading
Into a world unknown. How do we cope?
All our familiar social norms awry,
Expectations now turned to forlorn hope;
No good to still be asking questions why?
To not despair nor become despondent,
Nor rely on governments to save us:
But somehow realise what’s important,
Is our task; to discover how to trust
In faith and sense, in inner spirits delve,
And � nd our hidden strengths within ourselves.

Jackie Scott-Mandeville.

Community charity Fyne Futures Limited has 
targeted a ‘celebration of food from � eld to fork’ 
a� er taking ownership of the six-acre market 
garden it has operated as ‘Bute Produce’ since 
2008.

Fyne Futures originally entered into an ‘in 
kind’ lease agreement with Mount Stuart Trust 
(Bute Estates Ltd) for the Ash� eld site, growing 
a� ordable local seasonal produce with a low 
carbon footprint.

� anks largely to Fyne Group’s successful re-
newable energy project, established in February 
2019, Fyne Futures was able to buy Ash� eld 
from Mount Stuart Trust on September 4 and 
there are plans to develop the site as a training 
centre celebrating sustainable food production.

David Wilkinson, chairman of Fyne Futures,  
said: ‘We are delighted to complete the purchase 
of the site from Mount Stuart Trust.

‘We have an ambitious plan to own the site and 
create a celebration of food from � eld to fork 

which creates experiences for people to make 
low carbon food choices and gain knowledge 
and skills useful to gaining employment and 
participating more fully in our community.’

Colin Boag, Mount Stuart Trust managing 
director, said: ‘� is is a very important project 
for the island and the region and the trust is  
pleased it is about to move to the next stage. Bute 
Produce has already achieved so much and this 
will allow even more growth and development.’

It was Councillor Ellen Morton who � rst came 
up with the idea of staging Helensburgh’s 
Winter Festival, which has taken place in the 
town to herald the start of the festive season 
every year since 2012.

� e event’s organisers issued a statement 
paying tribute to Councillor Morton, who died 

aged 76, on October 3, having served on Argyll 
and Bute Council for 21 years. It was recently 
announced the 2020 winter festival has had to 
be cancelled, with Covid-19 restrictions mean-
ing it is unable to be held in its usual form.

However, plans are being drawn up for a 
‘virtual’ event featuring videos of some of the 
festival’s most popular features.

A festival committee spokesperson said: 
‘Helensburgh’s popular Winter Festival will be 
a lasting memorial to the enthusiasm and dedi-
cation of Councillor Ellen Morton, who passed 
away this week a� er a lifetime of service to 
Helensburgh and Lomond. Helensburgh owes a 
lot to Councillor Morton and she will be sorely 
missed. Without her determination and drive,  
Helensburgh would not be the festive shopping 
destination of choice for thousands of people 
from all over the country and we are immensely 
grateful for her vision.’

To have something stolen is always di�  cult 
and frustrating. Usually we don’t know the 
name of the thief and have to hope he or she 
will eventually be caught and not in� ict the 
same angst on others.

In my case, I have been given the name of 
a woman living in England who is regularly 
using my credit card to purchase items 
online from Microso� .

I do not have an account with Microso� , 
yet they accept this fraudulent activity 
every month with regular amounts varying 
from £89 to £630.

My credit card has been stopped and 
reissued three times now, yet this woman 
continues to use it as the payments are just 
transferred to the new card.

My bank kindly refund these amounts  
and I have now had to shut down my credit 
card account completely.

I do not understand why they cannot 
arrest this woman as the bank has given 
me her name and address to verify that I do 
not know her and that she does not have my 
permission to use my credit card.

As you can imagine, the inconvenience, 
frustration and amount of time I have had 
to devote to this has caused a great deal of 
stress and anxiety.

I feel disempowered, angry and frustrated 
beyond words.

� is made me think again of those in our 
world who are disempowered in far worse 
ways in their lives than I am.

I think of those disempowered due to 
poverty, gender, ethnicity, sexuality or 
where in the world they live.

How helpless they must feel when they 
can do nothing and have no recourse to any 
helpline.

I wish I could do something for them, but 
alas that is also beyond my power.



GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 18th October

Service at 10am
Rev Robert MacLeod 
A very warm welcome 

awaits
Please wear face covering

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

Due to the current 
increased COVID 

restrictions we will not be
Holding services on 

Sunday 18th or
25th October

Video message on 
Facebook

 each Wednesday
 Rev. W Crossan

WESTLOCHFYNESIDE 
CHURCHES

(Cumlodden, Inveraray 
and Lochgair)

Sunday 18th October 
2020

A service in Inveraray 
church

At 10.30pm
Led by Rev. Dr. Roderick 

Campbell
Masks must be worn

Charity No: SCO16665

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Sunday Service, 
11 am at SKDT Hall, 

Kirk Street
Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply
Pastor Mark Jasper

01586 554 092
pastor@campbeltown-

communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322

ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH 
KNAPDALE
PARISHES

“The People Rejoiced”
(2 Chronicles 29)

Services in
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

and
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Refl ections will continue 
to be available

at the gates of the 
churches.

Wednesdays
from 12:45pm to 1:15pm

in Ardrishaig Church
“A Time for Refl ecting”

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315
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CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 18th October
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in place

If we can be of any 
assistance to anyone 

during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046 

Major Ruth Russell
 Scottish Charity Number SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

 Sunday 18th October
11.15am Worship Service

Rev Rodger Crooks 
11.15am  Sunday School

 Wednesday 21st October
12 noon   Prayer & Bible 

Study
 Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply
 All welcome

 www.campbeltownfree-
church.co.uk

 Scottish Charity Number: SC046745

CHURCH NOTICES 
SPRINGBANK 

EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH

For great is the Lord and 
most worthy of praise   

Psalm 96:4
Our building is open for 
Sunday services and you 

would be welcome on
Sunday, 18th October at 

11am 
to join with us in our 

praise and worship service 
when Kelvin Moller from 

Clachan will lead the 
service

MASKS are now required 
in churches, in line 

with current Scottish 
Government  Covid 19 

guidelines.
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.
com/springbankchurch
Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary

ST KIERAN RC 
CHURCH

St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
18th October and 

onwards - Sunday Holy 
Mass at 10.00am, please 

book a place, 01586 
552160, campbeltown@

rcdai.org.uk
Daily Mass streamed via 
Facebook and Zoom, see 
www.stkieransrc.org for 

details.
(SC002876)

PERSONAL NOTICES

I would like to o� er sincere and heartfelt thanks to all 
close family members, relatives, friends, ex colleagues 
and everyone else who contacted me, by whatever 
means, a� er my daughter, Christine (Nicol) lost her very 
brave � ght against cancer on 31/08/2020.

I have been completely overwhelmed by the messages of 
sympathy, support and love that has come my way since 
that date. It has been a huge comfort to me in many ways, 
especially in the realisation of the high regard Christine 
was held in by all who came into contact with her.

Special mention must be made to her own circle of 
close friends who she met in primary school, continued 
through secondary school, into adulthood until her 
untimely death. You know who you are! Christine was so 
proud to be a part of your lives and you a big part of hers.

Life goes on but I want it to be known that my life has 
become more bearable because of all the expressions of 
sympathy from a wide range of people and places on the 
loss of my very special Daughter.
� ank you all, so much.
Donnie (MacDonald)

DEATHS
ARMOUR - Peacefully 
at Strachan House, 
Edinburgh on October 
6, 2020, Robert Ralston 
Armour OBE (Bobby) 
of Braehead, Edinburgh 
and formerly of Drumore 
Villa, Campbeltown, in 
his 97th year, beloved 
husband of the late Ella 
McSporran, much loved 
father of Robert, father-
in-law of Anne and dear 
grandfather of Katie and 
Iona. Private funeral 
service at Warriston 
Crematorium given 
current guidelines. No 
� owers please. If wished, 
donation can be made 
in memory of Bobby to 
Kintyre Food Bank.
CHINN - Peacefully 
at Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital, 
Glasgow, on October 
2, 2020, Alison Chinn, 
in her 71st year, 47 
New Parliament Place, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved wife of the late 
Eric Chinn, much loved 
mum of Stephen and the 
late Frank, mother-in-law 
of Helen and loving nan 
to Jo and Connor. Funeral 
service private in line 
with current government 
guidelines.
GLASS - Peacefully at 
home on October 7, 2020 
a� er a short illness, John 
Glass, retired Argyll 
policeman, passed away 
with his family by his side. 
Loving husband and best 
friend of Anne, cherished 
and much-loved dad 
of Shirley and Andrew, 
father-in-law, proud 
and loving papa of his 
grandchildren and their 
partners, and doting papa 
John to his great-grand-
children. A private funer-
al service will be held at 
Greenock Crematorium 
at 1.00 p.m. on Monday, 
October 19. Details of the 
cortege route are available 
from Caladh Funeral 
Services, Kirn, Dunoon 
(01369) 707000 and 
donations may be made 
to Macmillan nurses and 
Cowal Hospice Trust in 
memory of John. Given 
current restrictions many 
people will be unable 
to join us in celebrating 
John's life, please raise a 
glass wherever you are, in 
memory of a man of his 
time and his place.

MACARTHUR - On 
October 7, 2020, 
peacefully at home 
with her family, Anne 
MacArthur, née 
MacDonald, aged 80 
years, beloved wife of 
Donnie MacArthur, 
much loved mother of 
Caroline and Helen, 
dearly loved granny of 
Ian and Libby and great-
granny of Liam. Sorely 
missed by all. A private 
funeral service, owing to 
current restrictions, was 
held at Clachan Cemetery, 
on October 13.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
LECKIE - Janne and 
Irene would like to thank 
everyone for the many 
kind expressions of 
sympathy received and 
for cards, � owers and 
acts of kindness carried 
out following the death 
of their mum Florrie. 
Special thanks to all sta�  
at Tarbert Medical Centre, 
Tarbert Home Care, Carr 
Gorm and Naomi and 
Tanya, for the kind care 
and attention received. 
� anks also to the many 
people who stood along 
the route to the cemetery, 
to pay their respects, it 
was much appreciated and 
very humbling, full marks 
to piper John Hunt for his 
excellent renderings and 
to his undoubted stamina 
for the long march, also 
thanks to Rev Chris 
Fulcher for a comforting 
service despite the inclem-
ent weather and to Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors 
for professional services.

IN MEMORIAMS
MUIR – Remembering 
Ian, a loving husband and 
dad.
Dearly loved and sadly 
missed
All our love
- Ellen, John and Maurice 
xxx
MUIR – Precious 
memories.
- Love Angela, Kenny and 
Kerr.
WOOD - In loving mem-
ory of Robert Alexander 
Wood who passed away 
on October 17, 2019.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Cathie and family and 
grandchildren, home and 
away.

 

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 18th October
Skipness Service 10.00am  

- Rev Chris Holden                                                             
Tarbert service - 11.30am 

- Rev Chris Holden
Tarbert Charity No: SC002622

Skipness - Charity No: SC004280

ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH
Lochgilphead 

Holy Mass: Sunday 
10am

All Saints, Inveraray 
Holy Mass: Sunday 

12.30pm
Booking essential due to 

restricted capacity - Email 
or telephone to book

Weekday Mass details 
available on website or by 

email/telephone   
All Masses at St 

Margaret’s are Live 
Streamed via our YouTube 

channel. Link available 
at our website: www.

lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and Facebook Page. 
Fr. Ronald Campbell 

01546 602380
lochgilphead@

rcdai.org.uk
(SCO002876)

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings 
are closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you 

informed & 
provide opportunities for 

worship on-line
Please look it up & keep 

in touch
www.northknapdale.org

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier
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Plea to Old Firm fans 
– don’t come to Argyll

Covid-compliant Etive trip for anglers
� ough not an o�  cial club competition due to the 
pandemic, a few members of Loch Fyne Sea Angling 
Club headed out on to Loch Etive for the � rst time 
since lockdown for a wee socially-distanced � shing 
trip.

Six members headed out on self-drive boats from 
Airds Bay, two to each boat, in decent dry weather 
as the sun tried its best to make an occasional 
appearance.

Among the usual species caught - spurs, dog� sh, 
whiting and thornback ray - the biggest of the day 
went to John Byrne with a nine-pound spur.

Robert MacBrayne with a good sized spur which wasn’t 
weighed. 

The catch of the day was this nine-pound 
spur caught by John Byrne, but held in 
the photograph by Andrew Jamieson. 

Wentworth 
weekend
woes for Bob
Disappointing weekend 
rounds of 77 and 73 saw 
Oban’s Bob MacIntyre slip 
down the leaderboard 
to � nish tied 58th at 
the prestigious BMW 
PGA Championship in 
Wentworth last week. 

Having followed up 
Thursday’s opening round 
73 with a brilliant four 
under par 68 on Friday,  
the Oban star gave himself 
a chance of mixing it 
with the leaders over 
the weekend. However, 
Saturday did not go 
according to plan. Paired 
with Ryder Cup legend 
and former world number 
one Lee Westwood, 
Bob carded two double 
bogeys and not a single 
birdie in his round which 
e� ectively took him out 
of the running for a high 
� nish. 

The Oban left hander 
now faces a battle to 
remain in the world’s top 
100 having slipped to 
94th. He also needs some 
strong � nishes in the 
coming weeks to ensure 
he quali� es for the season 
ending DP World Tour 
Championship in Dubai. 
With only the top 60 in the 
Race to Dubai standings 
qualifying, Bob currently 
sits 65th and will be 
hoping home advantage 
will lead to a good 
showing this week in the 
Scottish Championship at 
Fairmont, St Andrews.

Football fans should not be 
travelling to licensed premises 
in Argyll and Bute to watch 
Saturday’s Celtic v Rangers 
� xture, the chairman of the 
area’s licensing board has said.

Councillor David Kin-
niburgh also pleaded with 
residents of the central belt 
to remain in their own health 
board area while new Scottish 
Government restrictions are in 
force.

Helensburgh was reportedly 
visited by many people from 
outwith Argyll and Bute last 
weekend, with pubs completely 
closed across � ve central belt 
health board areas.

Argyll and Bute is under the 
jurisdiction of NHS Highland, 
which is not one of the � ve 
health board areas where 
pubs have been asked to close. 
Licensed premises in the area 

Councillor David 
Kinniburgh. 

Central belt football fans are asked not to come to watch the 
Old Firm game in Argyll and Bute. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

may serve food and non-alco-
holic drinks indoors until 6pm 
and can serve alcohol out-
doors, if possible, until 10pm.

Some licensed premises in 
Helensburgh have decided to 
temporarily close completely 
despite being outwith the 
central belt, but others have 
remained open.

� e Old Firm game takes 

place at 12.30pm on Saturday 
October 17, with no supporters 
allowed inside Celtic Park. In 
ordinary circumstances, the 
match attracts many visitors 
to pubs.

Councillor Kinniburgh said: 
‘Because of restrictions already 

in place and in view of the 
latest Scottish Government 
restrictions, I do not think de-
scending on licensed premises 
to watch the Old Firm � xture 
or any sporting event is an 
attractive proposition.

‘I would ask anyone thinking 

of travelling into Argyll and 
Bute from the central belt for 
that purpose to follow the 
advice and not travel outwith 
their health board area.

‘Since the curfew an-
nouncement for certain 
areas was made by the Scottish 
Government, I am aware from 
media reports that some prem-
ises outwith curfew a� ected 
areas have decided to close 
because the restrictions im-
posed on them by the Scottish 
Government make continued 
trading unviable.

‘� is is a matter for individ-
ual businesses to consider but 
I do not think that licensed 
premises in Argyll and Bute 
should be considering a blan-
ket temporary closure across 
the area for the period that the 
Scottish Government restric-
tions apply.’
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