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Argyll urged to speak up as 
A83 options are revealed 
� e Scottish Government has 
revealed the eagerly-antici-
pated 11 options to improve 
Argyll’s road connection and 
avoid the treacherous A83 at 
the Rest and be � ankful.

As a � ve-week consultation 
period was announced on 
Wednesday September 
23, Cabinet Secretary for 
Transport, Infrastructure 
and Connectivity Michael 
Matheson said: ‘Following the 
recent landslips at the A83 Rest 
and be � ankful, I understand 
the frustration and disruption 
that these bring for local com-
munities and road users.

‘Transport Scotland is now 
taking forward the project 
development and assessment 
work required to deliver an 
alternative infrastructure 
solution to the existing A83, 
in parallel with the second 
Strategic Transport Projects 
Review.’

Mr Matheson said Transport 
Scotland was committed to 

Michael Matheson, cabinet secretary for transport, infrastructure and connectivity. 
Inset: ‘Mitigation measures’ such as roadside catch pits are not the answer, and a
permanent alternative is now being sought. 

‘meaningful dialogue with 
directly a� ected communities 
and other stakeholders’.

A new website – Access to 
Argyll and Bute (A83) – out-
lines the 11 corridor options 
under consideration, and 
public comments should be 
submitted by October 30.

A dedicated project team will 
decide on a preferred route 
corridor by spring 2021.

Jo Blewett, Transport 
Scotland’s project director 
for Access to Argyll and Bute 
(A83), said: ‘� is is the � rst of 
several engagement exercises 
that will take place between 
now and spring 2021, and at 
this stage we are particularly 
interested in any local con-
straints or issues that will 
help inform our design and 
assessment work.

‘As part of our design work, 
we are also seeking contact 
from local community groups 
to help plan our future pro-
gramme of engagement.’

Longstanding campaigner 
for a permanent solution to 
the Rest problem, Councillor 

Dougie Philand encouraged 
people in Argyll to make their 
views known. ‘We are being 
o� ered a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to get a perma-
nent solution for the current 
di�  culties and it is vital we all 
respond,’ he said.

But the member for Mid 
Argyll went on: ‘I have a con-
cern that options here are not 
realistic or a� ordable. � ey 
should not be used as a smoke-
screen when consulting with 
the public. I simply hope that a 
realistic outcome for this vital 
project will be the end result.’

‘� e fact that it has been 
brought forward faster than 
anticipated is a good sign and 
shows the very serious intent 
by the Scottish Government 
to get a new road operating as 
soon as possible,’ said Michael 
Russell, MSP for Argyll and 
Bute. He added: ‘I would en-
courage everyone with an in-
terest in this – and that means 
everyone in Cowal, Kintyre, 
Mid Argyll, Bute, Islay and 
Colonsay – to take a look and 
say what they think.’

Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara welcomed the initia-
tive, but expressed disappoint-
ment that tunnels were not 
being considered. Mr O’Hara 
said: ‘I believe that [tunnels] 

would be the best long-term 
answer to this problem, but 
whatever solution is chosen 
from the options being looked 
at, it cannot come quickly 
enough.’

� e feedback form can also 
be found on the Argyllshire 
Advertiser Facebook page.

More on the options
 can be found on page � ve.
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Argyll and Bute Council 
leader stands down

Councillor Aileen Morton has stepped own as Argyll and 
Bute Council’s leader. 

Argyll and Bute Council was 
set to choose a new leader at its 
full Skype meeting yesterday 
(�ursday, September 24) a�er 
Councillor Aileen Morton 
stepped down from the role.

Councillor Morton, of the 
Helensburgh Central ward, 
was leader of the authority 
since May 2017, having been 
elected �ve years earlier.

Announcing her decision, 
which she said was taken ‘a�er 
much thought’, Councillor 
Morton described Argyll and 
Bute as ‘a fantastic area’ and 
added that it ‘deserves a suc-
cessful future’.

Effective
She said: ‘I took on the role 

of leader to put in place oppor-
tunities for success to happen. 
With millions of pounds of 
national investment secured, 
stronger relationships devel-
oped with key decision-mak-
ers, and the council’s progress 
as an e�ective organisation 
recognised, it’s the ideal time 

now for someone else to take 
the council forward.

‘Like all local authorities, we 
face substantial challenges due 
to reduced funding but overall 
Argyll and Bute Council is 
in a really good place. In the 
past three and a half years 
we’ve made very considerable 
progress.

‘We’ve seen the council 
through a positive Best Value 
audit which highlighted signif-
icantly improved, constructive 
relationships across the cham-
ber and with our o�cers, and 
also recognised the council’s 
sound approach to �nancial 
planning and budgeting.

‘We have strengthened 
relationships with both the 
Scottish and UK governments 
through proactive and positive 
engagement from the start of 
my term as leader, with our 
cross-party Argyll and Bute 
Parliamentary Forum bring-
ing together all the region’s 
elected representatives.

‘We have developed and 
agreed priorities which have 
our communities at their heart 
and which are designed to help 
Argyll and Bute thrive.

‘Our drive and determination 
to secure economic success for 
Argyll and Bute through grow-
ing the population has been 
relentless. We’ve taken this 
issue to national government – 
identifying trends and leading 
on work relating to west coast 
and rural depopulation while 
continuing to press Argyll and 
Bute’s case with ministers.

Major steps
‘Having already seen funding 

of at least £50 million secured 
through our Rural Growth 
Deal I expect to see this take 
major steps forward later this 
year following continued 
engagement with ministers in 
both governments.

‘As we developed our 
Growth Deal we asked our 
communities what could make 
the biggest transformational 

change to the area and their 
top priority was digital and 
transport connectivity. While 
there are still challenges to 
be addressed our broadband 
and mobile provision is now 
much improved and following 
sustained lobbying last month 
saw acceptance by the Scottish 
Government that a permanent 
solution for the A83 Rest 
and Be �ankful needs to be 
delivered.

‘We have achieved much over 
the past few years and there is 
so much potential for further 
success. �e next leader of this 
council can build on that and 
will be starting from a very 
strong position, supported by a 
fantastic workforce who know, 
as I do, that Argyll and Bute is 
a great place to live and work.

‘It’s been my privilege to lead 
this council for the past few 
years and to serve the people of 
Argyll and Bute. I will contin-
ue to do so, working with my 
successor. My sincere thanks 
go to all who have supported 
me over the years.’

�e council’s depute provost, 
Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
paid tribute to Councillor 
Morton’s achievements as 
leader.

He said: ‘Aileen took on the 
role of leader to get a job done 
for Argyll and Bute, and she’s 

done that.
‘In brief, she’s taken Argyll 

and Bute’s cause to key deci-
sion-makers to secure trans-
formational investment for 
the area; and she’s progressed 
collaboration within the 

council to use shared priorities 
to deliver success. On behalf of 
everyone who will bene�t from 
the progress made, I would like 
to thank Aileen for her drive, 
focus and e�ective leadership 
of Argyll and Bute Council.’

Cairndow collision
Police are investigating a�er a red Vauxhall 
Corsa was damaged by having the front near-
side wing struck by another vehicle between 
1pm and 2pm on Sunday September 13 at the 
Loch Fyne Oyster Bar, near Cairndow. �e 
other vehicle failed to stop and report the 
collision.

Tachograph offence
At around 8.15am on �ursday September 
16 on the A83 near Inveraray, road policing 
o�cers stopped a lorry for a routine tacho-
graph check. �e 52-year-old man driving the 
lorry was subsequently charged with allegedly 
driving the lorry on a number of dates without 
taking su�cient rest periods. A report will be 
submitted to the procurator �scal.

Driving while using mobile phone
A 27-year-old woman has been charged a�er 
allegedly driving while using a mobile phone. 
Police stopped her car on the A816, Kilmartin 
at about 3.45pm on Friday September 18.

A report will be submitted to the procurator 
�scal.

Disorderly behaviour
On �ursday September 17 at about 10.30pm at 
Marine Bistro, Harbour Street in Tarbert, two 

men allegedly acted in a disorderly manner. 
Assault on A83
A 42-year-old man was cautioned and charged 
by police and a report is to be sent to the procu-
rator �scal a�er he allegedly assaulted another 
man at about 11am on Sunday September 20 
on the A83 at Lochgair.

Bank telephone scam warning
Police Scotland has been made aware that 
some members of the public have recently re-
ceived telephone calls from people claiming to 
represent their bank and attempting to obtain 
banking details over the phone.

Police would like to remind the public never 
to give out such information over the phone 
and always check any such call is genuine by 
calling their bank themselves. 

Always make sure you hear a clear dialling 
tone before calling your bank in case a fraudu-
lent caller has kept the line open.

Police also suggest calling a friend �rst to 
con�rm the call is not answered by the fraud-
ulent caller.

If any member of the public has informa-
tion in relation to any of these incident, they 
can contact their local Police Station on tele-
phone number 101, or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Public asked for  
input to 11 options for 
new access to Argyll 
and Bute

Following recent landslips in the area, Transport Scotland is 
now taking forward the project development and assessment 
work required to deliver an alternative infrastructure option to 
to the existing A83 at the Rest and Be Thankful.

This work underlines the Scottish Government’s commitment 
to continued work with key stakeholders to ensure that Argyll 
and Bute remains open for business.

From today, please visit transport.gov.scot/A83options to 
see the eleven corridor options for the Access to Argyll and 
Bute (A83) project that are being considered as we work 
towards identifying a preferred route corridor in Spring 2021.

We are particularly interested in any local constraints or issues 
that will help inform our design and assessment work along 
with comments on the options under consideration.

If you want a hard copy of the online material or have any 
questions, please email transportscotland@bigpartnership.
co.uk or telephone 0333 880 6685

The deadline for any comments is Friday 30 October 2020. 
Please take the chance to tell us what you think.
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Tarbert water
fault forces 
school closure
Tarbert Academy was forced 
to close its doors on Wednes-
day September 23 due to the 
water being cut o� .

Scottish Water put the 
problem down to a fault at 
the Tarbert water treatment 
works. The fault caused a loss 
of normal supply, low water 
pressure and discoloured 
water to properties in the 
area.

A Scottish Water spokes-
person said: ‘We attended 
as quickly as possible to 
resolve the issue and have 
been tankering water in to 
the local network to restore 
normal supplies to a� ected 
properties. We apologise 
for any inconvenience to 
a� ected customers and thank 
them for their patience and 
understanding.

‘When water is restored 
will depend on where the 
a� ected properties are on our 
network so some might have 
water restored before others. 
When the water is restored, 
customers might experience 
some discoloured water. If 
so, they should run the cold 
water tap in their kitchen 
gently until the water runs 
clear.’

Councillor calls for detail on 
coronavirus cases in Argyll
� e chairman of Argyll and 
Bute’s healthcare watchdog 
has called for more speci� c 
information to be made 
public about COVID-19 
� gures in the area.

Councillor Kieron Green 
was speaking a� er a number 
of positive cluster cases were 
announced in Argyll and 
Bute, most recently linked to 
a private event at Cove and 
Kilcreggan Bowling Club.

� e Oban North and Lorn 
councillor is chairman of the 
Integration Joint Board (IJB) 
of Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) and was speaking at 
its meeting on September 16.

Coronavirus case data is 
currently made available in 
Scotland at health board and 
council level.

Councillor Green said: 
‘I don’t know if anybody 
else has been contacted by 
residents or community 

organisations, but I would 
be very interested to know 
a bit more detail about the 
numbers of people with 
Covid-19 across Argyll and 
Bute.

‘I know when we went back 
to the start of the outbreak, 
in March and April, num-
bers were quite low and there 
was strong guidance from 
the government. Figures 
could only be broken down 
by NHS boards and then 
councils.

‘We have also had sit-
uations where we have 
gone public about this, or 
information has come out 
through other means.

‘� ere was a case in Oban, 
cases at Hermitage Academy 
and Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus, and then most 
recently in Kilcreggan.

‘I am now getting re-
quests from the public 
on how many people in 

Oban, or Lochgilphead, or 
Campbeltown, are testing 
positive for Covid-19.

‘When that happens it is 
becoming quite di�  cult to 
defend the line that we are 
not allowed to release that 
information on the grounds 
of patient con� dentiality.’

Dr Nicola Schinaia, 
associate director of public 
health at the HSCP, said: ‘It 
is possible to be more open 
but having said that, I was 
looking into the possibility 
of having our reports with 
information on more specif-
ic towns in Argyll and Bute.’

NHS Highland chair 
Professor Boyd Robertson 
added: ‘We are abiding by 
Scottish Government policy. 
We had a system where, 
internally, we could identify 
where there were hot spots 
around the board area, 
but that was not for public 
consumption.’ Councillor Kieron Green, chairman of the IJB. 

Community launches bid
to buy Inveraray pier

Control of Inveraray’s iconic 
pier could soon be in the 
community’s hands a� er the 
launch of a fundraising bid.

Current owner Geaspar 
Byrne, whose family business 
owns the Inveraray Inn, pur-
chased the neglected Inveraray 
Pier in 2019.

It was in the spring of 2020 
that the depths of coronavirus 
lockdown were brightened by 
an o� er by Mr Byrne for the 
community to take control 
of the pier, either by lease or 
purchase.

Fundraising drive
Last week a £100,000 fund-

raising drive was launched by 
the community to purchase 
and restore the stone part 
of the pier, led by Inveraray 
Community Council convener 
Linda Divers.

Linda said: ‘It’s a joint e� ort 
between the community 
council and [community de-
velopment company] Inspire 
Inveraray.

‘Geaspar has been good 

enough to o� er us the pier for 
the same price he paid for it, 
and our £100,000 target covers 
the purchase price and gives 
us a � ghting fund to repair the 
stone pier.

Support
‘We need the town’s support 

and donations to be able to do 
this. We will apply for grants, 
but to get the ball rolling any 
donation would be greatly 
appreciated. You can donate 
by talking to any community 

Inveraray’s landmark stone pier. 51_a39InverarayPier01

council or Inspire Inveraray 
member.

She added: ‘If anyone has any 
experience of crowdfunding, 
please get in touch as all help 
will be appreciated.’

� e hope is that re-opening 
of the stone pier and harbour 
would enable folk to walk on 
the structure again, tie up 
their boats, launch dinghies, 
paddle boards or kayaks and 
land crew and passengers from 
larger boats.
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Peat and Diesel documentary 
wins Big Apple �lm award
A BBC Alba documentary 
about Hebridean folk-rock 
band Peat and Diesel has won 
a major award at a New York 
�lm festival.

Peat and Diesel: �at’s 
�e Way We Do It!  received 
the prize for International 
Documentary Feature at the 
long-running Williamsburg 
International Film and Music 
Festival in Brooklyn, New 
York.

Produced by MacTV, the 
programme follows the 
Stornoway band as they gain 
momentum and fame ahead 
of the launch of their second 
album and a landmark gig at 
the legendary Glasgow venue, 
the Barrowland Ballroom.

Peat and Diesel, comprising 
of �sherman Calum ‘Boydie’ 
Macleod, electrician Innes 
Scott and delivery van driver 
Uilleam ‘Uilly’ Macleod, 
have taken the Scottish music 
scene by storm, capturing the 
country’s imagination through 
their infectious music and 

unique tales of island life.
�e documentary was a huge 

success on BBC ALBA when it 
aired in early April, as part of 
an evening of Peat and Diesel 
music and antics which drew 
one of the biggest audiences of 
the year.

BBC ALBA head of service 
Margaret Mary Murray, who 
was also executive producer 
of the programme, said: ‘We 
had a feeling that this pro-
gramme would be a hit with 

audiences and it certainly was. 
We received a huge amount of 
appreciative feedback from the 
audience when we screened the 
double bill of this fabulously 
entertaining roller coaster 
road movie charting the rise of 
Peat and Diesel plus coverage 
of their sell-out gig in Glasgow. 
It was a memorable night on 
BBC ALBA.

‘We are delighted that the 
talent of the island-based 
musicians and �lmmakers has 

been recognised on the inter-
national stage demonstrating 
that the local does have global 
appeal.’

�e programme’s producer/
director, the RTS Scotland 
award-winner Daibhidh 
Martin, added: ‘Peat and 
Diesel are totally unique and 
it was great craic being on 
the road with them. �ey 
are captivating and it’s been 
brilliant to be there with them 
as they become more and 
more successful, watching the 
audiences react so positively 
to them. �ey celebrate Gaelic 
and island culture, mixing sin-
cere and relatable subjects with 
comedic imagery and stylings. 

‘It was never di�cult to �lm 
the band and capture some-
thing that audiences would 
respond to.’

Stornaway-based Peat 
and Diesel. 
Alan Cruickshank Photographic

Mental health support
for school sta�
School sta� will be o�ered new support as part of a £1.5 
million funding package to help manage additional pres-
sures from the pandemic, the Scottish Government has 
announced.

Barnardo’s Scotland and mental health charity Place2Be 
will o�er the mental health support services which are 
expected to be available after the October break.

John Swinney MSP, the education secretary, said sup-
porting the health and wellbeing of teachers and other 
sta� was of paramount importance.

He said: ‘This was true before Covid-19, but it is of cru-
cial importance as school sta� support our children and 
young people to recover from the pandemic.

‘This additional package of measures will complement 
the excellent practice which is already taking place to 
support the wellbeing of sta� in schools across Scotland.’

Ken Muir, chief executive, of the General Teaching 
Council for Scotland, said:  ‘GTC Scotland is pleased to 
deliver this important support to hard-working teachers 
in collaboration with our partners in education.

‘GTC Scotland has invested heavily in supporting the 
mental health and wellbeing of education professionals 
and we look forward to continuing to do so.’

Gillian Hamilton, strategic director at Education Scot-
land, said: ‘Ensuring school sta� feel well supported, 
particularly at this time, is essential.

‘This new support package, designed collaboratively 
with partners in the Education Recovery Group, provides 
direct access to a range of focused supports including 
coaching, re�ective supervision and opportunities for 
school sta� to learn together through the challenges 
presented by Covid-19.’
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Alternative routes into Argyll unveiled

Option 1 - Glen Croe
In broad terms this option gen-
erally follows the forestry track 
on the opposite side of Glen 
Croe. Engineering measures 
would potentially be required 
to �t the new road into the 
topography of this side of the 
glen.

Option 2 - Glen Kinglas
�e Glen Kinglas corridor 
follows the wide valley �oor 
from the A83 at Butterbridge, 
heading north-east towards 
Loch Sloy, and then continuing 
to the A82 north of Ardlui.  �e 
overall length is approximately 
7.5 miles (12 km). Passes 
through similar terrain to that 
of the Rest and Be �ankful. 
Road structures and ground 
engineering measures would 
likely be required to �t the new 
road in the topography of the 
valley.

Option 3 - Glen Fyne
�e Glen Fyne corridor follows 
the wide valley �oor from the 
A83 at the head of Loch Fyne, 
heading north-east, to the 
A82 north of Inverarnan. �e 
overall length of the corridor 
is approximately 9.5 miles 
(15km). Passes through similar 
terrain to that of the Rest and 
Be �ankful. Road structures 
and ground engineering meas-
ures would likely be required 
to �t the new road in the 
topography of the valley.

Option 4 - A82 - Cowal 
- Cairndow
A 0.8-mile (1.4km) bridge 
from Whistle�eld, near Gare-
lochhead across Loch Long to 
Barnacabber. �en follows the 
existing C09 and A815 to tie 
back into the A83 at Cairndow.

Length where no road cur-
rently exists: approximately 3.5 
miles (5.5km).

Approximate overall length: 
36 miles (57.9km).

Option 5 - A82 - Cowal 
- Lochgilphead
A 0.9-mile (1.4km) bridge 
from Whistle�eld, near Gare-
lochhead across Loch Long 
to Barnacabber. �en follows 
the existing C09 through Glen 
Finart, back to Kilmun and 
Dalinlongart on the A815 and 
then the existing B836, A886, 
C11 and B8000 to Otter Ferry. 
Cross Loch Fyne via a 1.6-mile 
(2.7km) bridge to tie into the 

�e 11 road alternatives (see page one) currently being considered by Transport 
Scotland’s Access to Argyll and Bute (A83) project team are summarised below.

Transport Scotland notes that �xed link crossings over the Firth of Clyde will ‘present 
considerable challenges’ as the area is used by large ships as well MOD submarines.

Options four and �ve involve construction in the vicinity of the Ministry of Defence 
(MOD) bases of Faslane and Coulport with a section of the proposed corridor utilising 
MOD-owned roads.

A83 at Port Ann.
Length where no road cur-

rently exists: approximately 3.5 
miles (5.5km).

Approximate overall length: 
47 miles (76km).

Option 6 - Inverclyde - 
Cowal - Cairndow
A 2.4-mile (3.9km) bridge 
from the A78 at Inverclyde 
across the Firth of Clyde near 
Gourock to Dunoon to link 
with the A815 then onward to 
the A83 at Cairndow.

Approximate overall length: 
31.5 miles (50.7km).

Option 7 - Inverclyde - 
Cowal - Lochgilphead
A 2.4-mile (3.9km) bridge 
from the A78 across the Firth 
of Clyde to link to the A815 
near Dunoon, then from 
Dalinlongart generally fol-
lowing existing roads to Otter 
Ferry. Cross Loch Fyne via a 
1.6-mile (2.7km) bridge to tie 
into the A83 at Port Ann.

Approximate overall length: 
27 miles (43.6km).

Option 8a - North Ayrshire 
- Cairndow via Colintraive
From the A78 near West 
Kilbride in North Ayrshire on 
1.6-mile (2.65km) and 1.5-mile 
(2.53km) �xed link crossings 
between the mainland and the 
Isle of Bute via Little Cumbrae 
and a 0.3-mile (0.5km) �xed 
link crossing between the 
Isle of Bute and Cowal near 
Colintraive.

�en generally follows the 
A886 to Strachur and the A815 
to tie back into the A83 at 
Cairndow.

Length where no road cur-
rently exists: approximately 4 
miles (6.7km).

Approximate overall length: 
55 miles (89.8km).

Option 8b - North Ayrshire 
- Cairndow via Dunoon
From the A78 near West 
Kilbride on  1.6-mile (2.65km) 
and 1.5-mile (2.53km) �xed 
link crossings between the 
mainland and the Isle of Bute 
via Little Cumbrae and a 
1.3-mile (2.23km) �xed link 
crossing between the Isle of 
Bute and Toward. 

�en generally follows the 
existing B881, A844 and A815 
past Dunoon, the A815 to 
Strachur, joining the A83 at 
Cairndow.

Length where no road cur-
rently exists: approximately 4.1 
miles (6.7km).

Approximate overall length: 
47 miles (76km).

Option 9 - North Ayrshire - 
Cowal - Lochgilphead
From the A78 near West 
Kilbride on 1.6-mile (2.65km) 
and 1.5-mile (2.53km) �xed 
link crossings between the 
mainland and the Isle of Bute 
via Little Cumbrae and a 0.3-
mile (0.5km) �xed link cross-
ing between the Isle of Bute 
and Cowal near Colintraive.

�erea�er generally follow-
ing the the C11 and B8000 to 
Otter Ferry. 

Cross Loch Fyne via a 1.6-
mile (2.7km) bridge to tie into 
the A83 at Port Ann.

Length where no road cur-
rently exists: approximately 4 
miles (6.7km).

Approximate overall length: 
40 miles (62.7km) .

Option 10 - Helensburgh - 
Cowal - Cairndow
Linking the A814 at 
Helensburgh to Cowal, with 
the provision of �xed link 
crossings at Gare Loch and 
Loch Long.

A connection from the A814 
to Cowal via approximately 
0.4-mile (0.68km) and 1.8-mile 
(2.98km) �xed link crossings 
to the Rosneath Peninsula. 
Having crossed Loch Long to 
Strone, generally follows the 
existing A880, C09 over Glen 
Finart to Loch Eck and A815 
to tie back into the A83 at 
Cairndow.

Approximate overall length: 
31 miles (50.3km).

Option 11 - Helensburgh - 
Cowal - Lochgilphead
Helensburgh to Mid Argyll via 
Cowal, with �xed link cross-
ings at Gare Loch, Loch Long 
and Loch Fyne.

Involves a connection from 
the A814 to Strone via ap-
proximately 0.4-mile (0.68km) 
and 1.8-mile (2.98km) �xed 
link crossings to the Rosneath 
Peninsula.

From Strone and Kilmun to 
Dalinlongart, before heading 
to Otter Ferry. Cross Loch 
Fyne via a 1.6-mile (2.7km) 
bridge to tie into the A83 at 
Port Ann.

Approximate overall length: 
30 miles (48.6km).

The Rest and Be Thankful – the area being avoided. 
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Lochgilphead and Inveraray 
post o�  ces – an open letter 
to Brendan O’Hara, 
MP for Argyll and Bute
Dear Brendan,
For several months now Lochgilphead has had 
no post o�  ce.

We have heard nothing from the Post O�  ce 
about this service being reinstated Monday to 
Saturday (9am to 5pm).

At present we have a few hours during the 
week where we can stand in a queue in the rain 
for the temporary post o�  ce arrangements.

I am not alone in calling for this situation to be 
remedied forthwith by the Post O�  ce.

I would hope the people of Inveraray would 
join this campaign as they also need a Post 
O�  ce in Inveraray.

Can you use all your in� uence as an MP to 
bring this about.

I also call on Mid Argyll councillors to join 
with our MP to get the Post O�  ce to deal ur-
gently with this.

We look forward to hearing from you.
John Reid, Lochgilphead.

Caring during coronavirus
Sir,
It is estimated that there could now be as many 
as 1.1 million people in Scotland caring, un-
paid, for a loved one who is older, disabled, or 

seriously ill during the coronavirus pandemic.
We know that it has been a particularly di�  cult 
time for family carers, with the majority having 
to provide more care during the pandemic – on 
average 10 additional hours a week. 
 With many face-to-face day services still closed 
or limited because of Covid-19, some families 
are caring round-the-clock without a break.

It’s thanks to carers telling Carers Scotland 
about their personal experiences that we are 
able to explain to politicians and policy makers 
the challenges they are facing six months on 
from the coronavirus outbreak, as we head into 
winter.

By � lling in our survey Caring Behind Closed 
Doors: six months on (see the Carers UK 
website) unpaid carers in Scotland can help 
inform the UK’s most comprehensive study into 
experiences of looking a� er a loved one during 
the coronavirus crisis.

With a Scottish Government plan for social 
care reform currently in the making, it has 
never been more important for unpaid carers to 
share their experiences.

Fill in the survey at the www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/CJ89NCH web page.

Simon Hodgson, director, Carers Scotland

Pandemic support needed
Sir,
� e report ‘� e Impact of COVID-19 on the 
Highlands and Islands’ warns that the economy 
of the region could decrease by as much as 
£2.6bn this year due to the impact of Covid-19 
on businesses and jobs.

And the � gures presented by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise in the document also suggest 
that unemployment increased faster in the 
region than the rest of Scotland.

� is report makes grim reading and should 
make both the Scottish and UK governments sit 
up and pay attention to the serious impact that 
Covid-19 has and is having on the highlands 
and islands, one of the worst hit areas in the 
country economically.

It’s clear that the economy of the Highlands 
and Islands will need a shot in the arm if we are 
to turn around the worrying trend of job losses 
and economic downturn.

If we want to see the region survive and thrive 
a� er Covid-19, we need to ensure the right 
support is in place to allow us to build back 
better and support an economy that works for 
everyone.

Rhoda Grant,
Highlands and Islands Scottish Labour MSP

The Rest and be Thankful
Last week’s front page story featured politicians 
united in a call for the right long-term solution 
to be found at the Rest and be � ankful. MP 
Brendan O’Hara described it as ‘an economic 
and public safety emergency’, adding: ‘I suspect 
successive governments have just been hoping 
the situation wouldn’t come to a head on their 
watch.’

� ere was plenty of reader reaction on the 
Argyllshire Advertiser Facebook page.

John Hall commented: ‘It’s only an emergency 

In last week’s edition we called for ambi-
tion, energy and imagination in address-
ing the future needs of Argyll transport.

The 11 options, we are afraid to say, are 
lacking in these respects.

A number seem to have inbuilt obsta-
cles, rendering them virtual non-starters. 
Transport Scotland already seems to be 
excluding a few – there’s too many big 
ships, the water’s too deep or submarines 
use this area.

Anything coming out near Inverarnan to 
the A82 is ridiculous.

Have Transport Scotland engineers 
actually visited these areas? Do they know 
Glen Finart?

Why involve Ayrshire, when it’s the 
Glasgow area and motorway network we 
need to reach?

And we share Brendan O’Hara’s dis-
appointment at the absence of tunnels. 
Argyll’s challenging geography could be 
tackled by going through or under hills 
and lochs.

Option 11 has potential, but cost will 
probably preclude it.

At this rate, would anyone be surprised 
if we end up with a mirror image road up 
the other side of Glen Croe?

There is, of course, no magic money tree, 
but if they are serious about helping Ar-
gyll, Transport Scotland and the Scottish 
Government must try harder – and apply 
imagination and energy to the situation.
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because there’s an election due next year. It’ll be 
soon forgotten a� erwards.’

Nic Outterside posted: ‘Successive govern-
ments is correct. When I lived in Mid Argyll 30 
years ago the problems on the Rest existed. � at 
was pre-devolution and from what I learned the 
problem had existed for at least 30 years prior 
to that.

It is surely only a matter of time when a major 
disaster occurs with a landslip taking out a bus 
full of people or an HGV.

‘My wife is visiting relatives in Campbeltown 
next week from our home here in Englandshire 
and already she has planned her journey via 
Gourock and Tarbert rather than even risk the 
Rest or military road or Crianlarich routes.’

Steve Bleasby wrote: ‘For the second time 
this week the Tarbert to Portavadie ferry is 
suspended due to “technical reasons”. � e ferry 
MV Isle of Cumbrae was supposed to have been 
retired years ago, but limps on in an ageing and 
tired � eet. 

We are heading towards a transport infra-
structure breakdown in Argyll unless the 
government takes rapid action. Time to focus 
on us, not the central belt.’

Niall M Cameron posted: ‘As CalMac ferries 
age and break down, now is the time for better 
connections to Highlands and islands. We’ve 
seen the cost of tunnels, but building ships is 
just as expensive. A total overview of all trans-
port is well overdue in this country.’

Duncan Black said: ‘You [the SNP] have had 
13 years to do something and all you’ve done is 
waste millions on idiotic ideas and temporary 
measures!’

� is cheering scene was photographed in Inverneil 
by Pamela Hamilton using her iPhone. Pamela said: 
‘Two happy wee faces, grown from birdseed, getting 
the sun.’ She added – for readers of a certain vintage: 

‘Little Weeeed and her cousin. Bill and Ben were in 
quarantine.’

Send your favourite photographs for publication to 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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Argyll group presses for 
political climate change

Politicians are unlikely to ne-
glect issues of an environmen-
tal nature – as long as Time 
for Change Argyll and Bute is 
there to o� er the occasional 
prod, that is.

� e group kept up momen-
tum last month as members 
followed up a meeting with 
the region’s MP with a similar 
virtual discussion involving 
Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell.

A report earlier this year 
to the UK government by 
independent Climate Change 
Committee urged ministers 
to seize the opportunity to 
turn the Covid-19 crisis into a 
de� ning moment in the � ght 
against climate change. � e 
UK-wide Climate Coalition 
campaign group, however, 
wants to push that bit harder 
and urged supporters to lobby 

Time for Change Argyll 
and Bute co-founder Freya 
Aitchison. 

MPs as part of � e Time is 
Now campaign to put people, 
climate and nature at the heart 
of the UK’s recovery from 
coronavirus.

In Argyll, the ‘virtual’ meet-
ing with Brendan O’Hara MP 
in early July was followed by 
a similar discussion between 
Time for Change Argyll and 
Bute and Mr Russell on August 
19, with some 47 constituents 
joining in from places includ-
ing Lochgilphead, Ardfern, 
Dunoon, Tighnabruaich, Iona, 
Tayvallich, Furnace and Oban.

One of the founders of Time 
for Change, alongside her 
brother Rowan, is 22-year-
old Freya Aitchison from 
Tayvallich, who said: ‘We were 
really pleased that Michael 
Russell seemed to be as con-
cerned as we are about the 
climate crisis and the issues it 
brings, and we will be continu-
ing the conversation with him 
into the future, as we have been 

doing with Brendan O’Hara.
‘We started o�  by telling 

Mr Russell how worried we 
are about the big picture of 
the climate crisis, and set out 
our core demands as a group, 
which are:

�Apply a Net-Zero Test to all 
decisions.

�Support the most vulner-
able and bring about a just 
transition.

�Unleash ‘moonshot’ scale 
investment with urgency and 
ambition to match.

�Recover and protect 
biodiversity.

�Seek and support partic-
ipation and human-centred 
democracy.

‘Our speci� c questions cov-

ered topics such as the short-
term nature of politics; the 
Wellbeing Economy; how the 
[Scottish Government’s] Just 
Transition Commission will 
lead to a � nal full stop on oil 
and gas extraction in Scotland; 
the importance of biodiversity 
in forestry and how we can 

protect our ancient woodlands 
while also planting new trees; 
the agri-environment scheme; 
and community renewable 
energy opportunities.’

Freya continued: ‘What we 
got out of it was that we should 
go to him with speci� c ques-
tions that he can take action 
on and he will help us. He 
de� nitely shared our concerns 
but felt constrained by the 
government at Westminster.

‘Brendan O’Hara has re-
cently signed in support of 
the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Bill, which we 
are very excited about. We 
also plan to work more 
closely with the council as it 
reconvenes its Climate Change 
Environmental Action Group.’

Time for Change Argyll 
and Bute seems to be gaining 
popularity and will to be in 
regular contact with the area’s 
MP, MSPs and government at 
all levels.

A screenshot from the group’s Zoom call with Mr Russell. 

Kickstarting employment for 
young people in Argyll and Bute
A scheme has opened to help 
small businesses in Argyll to 
employ young people.

� e Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB) this week 
announced a new partner-
ship with Adecco Working 
Ventures to deliver the UK 
Government’s new Kickstart 
Scheme, which covers 
Scotland, Wales and England.

Alongside local authorities, 
business organisations and 
the voluntary sector, FSB is 
also calling for a diversity of 
intermediary providers at local 
level.

Small � rms are invited to 
step up and contribute jobs 
for our young people, whose 
livelihoods are now threatened 
by Covid-19.

� e UK unemployment rate 
has risen to its highest level for 
two years, with o�  cial � gures 
showing those aged 16 to 24 
years su� ering the biggest 
drop in employment.

Wendy Hamilton, FSB’s 
area leader for the West of 
Scotland and business owner 
in Helensburgh, said: ‘Small 
businesses are the biggest pri-
vate employer in Britain and 
are an integral part of local 
communities here in Argyll 

and Bute. At this critical time 
we have successfully worked 
with government to develop 
the new Kickstart Scheme, and 
help small employers to be part 
of the solution. Small business-
es have been keen to take part, 
and today’s announcement 
means that they can now do 
so with con� dence that the 
support needed for both the 

employer, and the young per-
son, will be in place.’

� e Kickstart scheme is 
part of the UK government’s 
‘Plan for Jobs’, with the aim of 
helping 250,000 16-24-year olds 
on Universal Credit into work 
placement. Small employers 
who are keen to o� er a Kickstart 
role to a young person can reg-
ister at fsb.org.uk/kickstart

Helensburgh business owner Wendy Hamilton, FSB area 
leader for the West of Scotland. 
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Scammers target Scotland’s 
new contact tracing app

Warnings have been issued 
as criminals exploit the new 
NHS Protect Scotland mobile 
phone app.

Scotland’s Neighbourhood 
Watch network has high-
lighted the problem a� er 
reports of attempted scams 
around the country.

� e app will alert users if 
they have been in close con-
tact with another user who 
tests positive for coronavirus, 
and can help in determining 
contacts that people may 
have. If anyone is contacted 
by NHS (test and protect) it 
will be by phone on a single 
national telephone number 
0800 030 8012.

Willie Clark Neigh-
bourhood Watch na-
tional co-ordinator, said: 
‘Scammers are now exploit-
ing this to commit fraud by 
contacting the general public 
advising them that they have 
been in near contact with 
someone who has tested pos-
itive with coronavirus and as 
such you must get a test and 
self-isolate.

Museum opens with story of 
the humble pu� er
Historic photographs of 
pu� er MV Spartan berthed 
at Ardrishaig and the Isle of 
Muck (1965) as well as at Iona 
(1968) feature in a new exhibi-
tion at the Scottish Maritime 
Museum.

� e museum has welcomed 
visitors back for the � rst time 
in almost � ve months with 
the 100-ton, 66-foot long 
major new exhibit and visitor 
experience.

For the � rst time, visitors 
can now step inside the hold 
of MV Spartan, the last sur-
viving Scottish-built pu� er 
in Scotland, and immerse 
themselves in the story of the 
hundreds of pu� ers which 
performed a lifeline service 
delivering everything from 
cows, cars and cabbages to 
Scotland’s islands and remote 
coastal communities for more 
than a hundred years.

� e permanent  Spartan: 
Inside Out  exhibition  charts 
the evolution of the pu� er, 
which came to dominate cargo 
trade around Scotland from 
the mid-1800s.

Named a� er the ‘pu� , pu� ’ 
of spent steam spewing out 

The Spartan on the Crinan 
Canal at Ardrishaig. 

of the boat’s funnel, pu� ers 
were designed to travel where 
larger vessels couldn’t. With 
their  unique � at-bottomed 
hulls they traversed the 
canal highways of mainland 
Scotland and, where there was 
no suitable pier or jetty, they 
‘beached’ at low tide, dropped 
their cargo and sailed away at 
high tide.

� e exhibition features 
unseen photographs from the 
museum’s collection. � ese 
include images of early 1800s’ 
steam-powered boats through 
to the seagoing steam, and 
later diesel, pu� ers working 
from the 1870s up until 1994 
when the last ‘pu� er’ company, 
which also owned Spartan, 
Glenlight Shipping Ltd, ceased 
trading.

David Mann, director of the 
Scottish Maritime Museum, 
explained: ‘We’re delighted 
to welcome visitors back and 
open our doors with such a 
fantastic new experience based 
around Spartan, which was 
the � rst historic vessel in the 
museum’s collection when it 
opened back in 1983.

Spartan, alongside SY Carola, 

which is believed to be the 
world’s oldest seagoing steam 
yacht, is one of almost 50 of 
Scotland’s most important his-
toric vessels, maritime artefacts 
and shipbuilding tools in the 
Scottish Maritime Museum’s 
new online collection of 3D 
models and 360° virtual tours 
designed to help preserve 
and increase public access to 
Scotland’s national maritime 
heritage collection. � e muse-
um is one of the � rst of such 
size in Scotland to embark on 
a major 3D scanning project to 
digitalise a whole collection.

‘� ey then ask for payments 
for booking tests or sending 
out testing kits.’

What NHS Scotland contact 
tracers will do is, in some cas-
es, send a text to let users know 
that they will be receiving a 
call from NHS Scotland using 

that phone numbers can be 
spoofed. Consider phoning 
back using a di� erent phone 
from the one you received 
the call on. � e call will 
be received on mobile, if 
concerned phone back on 
landline.’

Contact tracers will never 
ask for information other 
than the user’s movements 
and the people they have 
been physically close to; they 
will NOT ask users to phone 
a premium rate number; 
make a purchase, payment or 
donation; for medical history 
unrelated to coronavirus for 
bank details; for social media 
identities or login details, 
or those of contacts; for 
passwords or PIN numbers, 
or to set up any form control 
of a computer, smartphone 
or tablet, or to download 
anything or to visit a website 
that does not belong to NHS 
Scotland or the Scottish 
Government.

For more go to www.
nhsinform.scot/campaigns/
test-and-protect

the single, national telephone 
number.

 � ey will always introduce 
themselves, say why they are 
contacting a user, and address 
the user by name as well as 
giving them the option to call 
back on the above number to 
provide reassurance that the 
service is legitimate.

Mr Clark added: ‘Be aware 
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Heather’s Treks:
Bruce’s castle and Fyne views
Heather �omas-Smith runs Heathery Heights, a walking 
company based in Lochgilphead, o�ering a bespoke guided 
walking service from holiday explorations and wild forays to 
long distance challenges or fun navigation days. She has trav-
elled and trekked throughout the world but now lives in Argyll 
amongst the scenery she loves. www.heatheryheights.co.uk

Heather’s Treks - Tarbert Castle and Mealdarroch circular

 Walk information
Route: Tarbert Castle and Mealdarroch circular
Distance: 5 miles (8km) - 2.5 miles (4km) extension
Ascent: 335m
Time: 2.5-3hrs walking
Terrain: paths, forestry tracks and road; steep and uneven
 sections
Map/s: OS Landranger 62 (1:50 000)
OS Explorer 357 (1:25 000)
Start/Finish/Parking: Village car park
Grid Reference: NR 862685
Public Transport: Bus and ferry
Toilets: Harbour Street
This variation of an old time favourite encompasses history, 
fabulous views up Loch Fyne and a chance to enjoy the 
natural anchorage and bustling �shing village of Tarbert.

�e walk starts opposite 
Tarbert Parish Church, which 
stands proudly over the vil-
lage’s western aspect. Many a 
coin has been thrown down its 

Heather Thomas-Smith.

banks to children by newly-
weds and the building is a �ne 
example of Georgian architec-
ture. And you wouldn’t wish to 
visit Tarbert without exploring 

the remains of Tarbert Castle. 
Here Robert the Bruce under-
took major works in 1325 to 
fortify and enlarge it in order 
to protect his territory from 
the Lord of the Isles. However, 
it was not until the late 15th 
Century that James IV added 
the Tower House, the remains 
of which give the castle its 
main outline today. Above 
Tarbert paths and tracks open 
up grand views and are worth 
the e�ort of the steep climbs.

1. Turn le� out of the car park 
in front of the church. Follow 
the road for 200m and cross 
carefully over to the seafront. 
Continue towards the pier, 
which once was crowded by 
jostling herring boats and 
piled high with wooden �sh 
boxes as the catch of the day 
was sold on. Just past the Loch 
Fyne Gallery you will see steps 
up to your right signposted to 
the castle and Kintyre Way, 
take these.

2. �e castle is soon reached 
and is worthy of exploration. 
�e Tower House is well pre-
served and I remember many a 
ghost story was told here when 
we were children. To continue 
leave the castle grounds 

through the south gate to join 
the Kintyre Way, which passes 
the community orchard on 
your right. Soon a�er you go 
over a small rise, ignore a path 
to your le� leading to houses 
at the top of the Big Brae. Just 
beyond is a Y junction; take 
the right hand fork leaving the 
Kintyre Way.

3. You will now be following 
a well-kept route, which was 
once merely a faint heathery 
sheep track with little sign of 
bracken, rarely trodden. Keep 
an eye out for adders, they do 
live here and enjoy sunbathing 
on sunnier days but are very 
shy. A�er 150m turn right. �e 
path will now climb steeply on 
the right-hand side of a burn. 
A�er 250m there is the �rst 
view point to your le�. �e 
second is just 100m further 
on your right and has a wider 
view over the village. Both are 
worth taking time for.

4. Directly a�er the second 
viewpoint and before a bridge 
there is a path right. �is is the 
4km extension I would usually 
recommend for those desiring 
a longer walk. However, there 
are currently forestry opera-
tions and the last 1km of path 
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Heather’s Treks - Tarbert Castle and Mealdarroch circular

Tarbert’s historic castle. 

prior to the main track is now 
a nightmarish quagmire. For 
the main walk continue over 
the bridge and up the hill. �e 
path meanders and goes up 
steeply before reaching a �nal 
rise and dropping down to 
the main forestry track from 
Corranbuie.

5. Turn le�. Continue for 
1km, ignoring the �rst path 
on your le� (the Kintyre Way 
leading back to Tarbert). �e 
track crosses a large burn, 
passes a turning area on your 
le� and drops gently down. 
Just before going round a 
right-hand bend look out for a 
small cairn on your le�. Turn 
le� onto the path by the cairn. 
If you start to go back uphill 
you have gone too far!

6. �e path meanders down 
to the burn crossed earlier 
but is easy enough to manage 
unless in spate when it can 
usually be negotiated slightly 
upstream. �e grassy path is 
pleasant walking and o�en 
dragon�ies can be seen here 
throughout summer. On 
reaching a well-preserved 
sheep fank – a reminder of 
pre-forestry days - the path 
leads uphill. Look out for the 
giant’s seat on your right!

7. Over the brow of the hill 
you will see where the path 
joins a stony track ahead that 
takes you on but look out 
for well beaten bracken on 
your right indicating a series 
of small paths kept open by 
Tarbert residents and seeded 
with wild�owers. �ese lead 
out to gain an excellent view 
over Loch Fyne, worth a small 
detour. Return to the path or 
track and head downhill. At 
a T-junction you should turn 
le� and the steep tarmac road 
leads you down to the sea.

8. Turn right and head to the 

end of the road. A small path 
on your right leads you to the 
shell beaches, a reminder that 
thousands and thousands of 
scallop and queenie shells 
were once deposited here. 
Returning to the road it is now 
a nice easy 2km amble back 
into Tarbert via the old pier, 
ferry terminal and yacht club.

Safety in the 
outdoors
�e described route and ac-
companying information are 
there to be used as a guide and 
do not replace the use of map 
and compass and the skills 
required to use them. 

Whilst every e�ort is made 
to ensure the route is accurate 
at the time of going to print 
please be aware that track and 
path closures can happen at 
any time. 

All walks are undertaken at 
your own risk. Please continue 
to adhere to current guidelines 
as set out by the government, 
exercise responsibly and use 
appropriate clothing and 
equipment for your chosen 
outdoor activity.

Inform a contact about your 
route/whereabouts and don’t 
forget your phone, snacks, 
drink, any medication/�rst aid 
supplies you may need and to 
check weather conditions.

Most walks are dog friendly 
but please keep your dog 
under close control, especially 
around livestock and wildlife. 
Please follow the Scottish 
Outdoor Access Code.

OS Map Links:
ht t ps://osmaps .ord na nce-
survey.co.uk/route/6174968/
Heathery--Heights--Tarbert-
-Castle--and--Mealdarroch--
Circular

Map of the route. 

A misty Tarbert harbour. 
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Plea made to respect
Kilnaughton cemetery

Islanders are being asked 
to ‘grass’ on a mystery 
mesh-snipper letting nui-
sance rabbits back into a 
cemetery on Islay.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
urging anyone who knows 
who is responsible to tell the 
police.

Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron has 
also expressed concern at 
the distress being caused to 
the relatives of people buried 
at Kilnaughton Cemetery   
because of the rabbits that are 
digging under graves.

Mr Cameron said: ‘I have 
been contacted by a number 

of people who are, frankly, 
dismayed by the impact rab-
bits are having on the burial 
ground.

‘Despite the best e� orts 
of council sta� , who have 
sought to fence the cemetery 
o�  with rabbit-proof mesh, 
they are � nding that the 
mesh is being cut, which is 
allowing the rabbits back in.’

He added: ‘� e result is that 
pathways are being damaged 
and � oral tributes destroyed. 
I � nd it extraordinary that 
anyone would deliberately 
interfere with attempts to 
keep rabbits out of the cem-
etery and urge whoever is 

responsible to desist. Places 
of rest should be respected, 
as should the feelings of 
family members who wish to 
visit the graves of their loved 
ones.’

Kintyre and Islands coun-
cillor Alastair Redman has 
also been contacted by upset 
families. ‘� is is an issue 
the community really cares 
about. I do hope the council 
sta�  will be allowed to do 
their job, keep the cemetery 
safe and just as visitors would 
hope to � nd it,’ he said.

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘Our 
team on Islay has worked 

hard to protect Kilnaughton 
Cemetery from rabbits 
burrowing in from the neigh-
bouring area. It is shameful 
if someone is adding to the 
distress of families by delib-
erately cutting the mesh put 
there to shield graves.

‘We have reinstated the 
mesh and we are using 
humane traps to catch the 
rabbits. If anyone has any 
information about who has 
vandalised the mesh, please 
get in touch with us or the 
police. We would also ask 
people to help by making 
sure the gate is shut when 
visiting the cemetery.’

‘Places of rest should be respected, as should 
the feelings of family members who wish to 
visit the graves of their loved ones.’

Rabbits are getting back in through cut meshing to make a 
mess in the cemetery, digging holes.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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Allan MacIntyre from 
Ardrishaig joined the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service 
retained unit in Lochgilphead 
around four years ago. � e 
34-year-old says being a 
� re� ghter is something he 
had always wanted to do, but 
due to work commitments he 
never applied.

‘I think I was a little appre-
hensive about applying as I had 
heard it was hard to get in to,’ 
Allan explained.

‘It was when I 
started working 
in Lochgilphead 
with the council 
in 2016 that I 
enquired about 
being a retained 
f i r e f i g h t e r , 
as I felt I had 
the � exibility 
and wanted to 
give something back to the 
community I lived in. � e 
council was supportive, and 
I went along to the station’s 
drill night and asked a few 
questions about the role. � e 
guys at the station were really 
helpful and explained how the 
on-call system worked. I then 
applied and was successful 
a� er some practical selection 
tests and an interview.

‘I remember my � rst shout 
well. When the pager went 

popular career. Being retained 
helped with my application 
and I progressed, a� er suc-
cessful selection tests and 
interviews, to be o� ered a full-
time position as a � re� ghter. 

o�  I was at home eating my 
lunch and I got such a fright I 
ran straight out the front door 
leaving my lunch behind. It 
was a smell of burning from an 
electrical unit at the hospital 
which didn’t turn out to be 
much but it was still exciting 
responding and dealing with 
the situation with the rest of 
the crew. When I got home that 
day my lunch was gone and 
there was a very guilty looking 

Labrador in the 
house, a mistake 
which I have 
since learned 
from.

‘Being a re-
tained � re� ghter 
gave me the 
opportunity to 
learn loads of 
new skills. � ere 
are the obvious 

ones like � rst aid training, 
but my people skills are much 
better and I’m a much more 
con� dent person now. Being 
able to use my skills and help 
people within my community 
is very rewarding and de� -
nitely laid the foundations for 
wanting to become a whole-
time � re� ghter.

‘When recruitment opened 
for whole-time � re� ghters, 
I applied thinking I may 
not even get in as it is such a 

Allan with a banner featuring some well-known faces - left to right, Watch Commander Duncan Litster, Lochgilphead; Crew Commander Minard volunteers Gail Cook; and Fire� ghter 
Duncan MacBrayne, Lochgilphead. no_a39SFRS_AllanMacIntyre 01

Allan MacIntyre: ‘You’ll get such a lot out of being a 
� re� ghter.’ 

The rewards of becoming a � re� ghter

I then went to the national 
training centre for a 14-week 
foundation course. I was 
posted to Blue Watch Oban 
which I was delighted with as 
this is the closest whole-time 

station to me. Since then I 
have learned loads of new 
skills, I am a quali� ed swi�  
water rescue technician, I have 
gained my LGV and trailer li-
cence and I am also a quali� ed 
blue light driver.

‘I am now on a dual contract, 
which means I am still a 
part of the retained unit in 
Lochgilphead as well as whole 
time in Oban. I cover a 90-
hour contract in Lochgilphead 
which I cover 
on my days and 
nights o� . My 
experience as re-
tained � re� ghter 
has helped me 
where I am today 
and I was glad 
I was given the 
o p p o r t u n i t y 
to serve the 
community.’

Allan contin-
ued: ‘My family and friends 
are all really supportive and 
are proud of my progression. 
My three-year-old boy loves 
it and every time the pager 
goes, he’s shouting: ‘Daddy, 
you need to go - quick daddy’.  
It can be hard sometimes not 
to wake the house when the 
pager goes in the middle of 
the night. You need to be well 
prepared with your clothes 
laid out every night ready 

to spring out of bed and out 
quickly. I � rst imagined it as 
being the end of my social life 
with having to cover so many 
hours but it isn’t like that at 
all. � ere is an online booking 
system which we organise on 
a Monday night together to 
make sure the week ahead is 
covered and time o�  is fair for 
everyone.

‘For anyone thinking about 
joining the retained I would 

urge them to 
contact the sta-
tion or contact 
one of the crew 
members. � ey 
would be more 
than happy to 
show or discuss 
with you what’s 
all involved. 
You will have 
to give up some 
time, but in 

return you’ll get such a lot out 
of it and it’s great to be doing 
something so meaningful in 
your community and, who 
knows, you may even � nd 
yourself in a whole new career 
like I have.’

For more information on 
joining the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service, please contact 
your local � re station or email 
verina.litster@firescotland.
gov.uk

Being a retained 
� re� ghter gave me 
the opportunity 
to learn loads 
of new skills

You’ll get such a 
lot out of it, and 
it’s great to be 
doing something so 
meaningful in your 
local community
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A ground-breaking new pro-
ject, encouraging farmers to 
manage � ower-rich meadows, 
help vulnerable populations of 
wading birds thrive and restore 
peatlands has the potential to 
replace EU schemes.

� e pilot, which launches this 
month, is led by NatureScot 
on behalf of the Scottish 
Government.

A successful � rst phase, 
completed in spring this 
year, consulted with more 
than 60 farmers and cro� ers 
across Scotland, in Argyll, 
East Lothian, Shetland, Skye, 
Strathspey and the Outer 
Hebrides.

Participating farmer Jim 
Simmons of Ruthven farm 
near Tomintoul said: ‘Having 
the opportunity to be involved 
in this new points-based, 
agri-environment scheme 

Farmers in Argyll try a scorecard which rewards species 
composition and structure of grassland. Photograph: NatureScot

Farmers encouraged to focus on nature

from the start has been a 
step forward. � is project 
brought together a group of 
like-minded practical farming 
folk who have had the chance 

to give input from the start to 
help create a scheme which is 
practical and likely to achieve 
its aims, while continuing to 
allow productive farming. In 

the past, schemes have some-
times been too prescriptive, 
not allowing � exibility, for 
example, for di� erences in 
geographical areas and the 
timing of seasons.’

Now ready to run up to 2023, 
and with an initial develop-
ment phase spend of £150,000, 
the project will see partici-
pants paid for the results they 
achieve through managing 
nature rich areas on dairy 
farms in south west Scotland; 
developing � ower rich habitats 
in Argyll and Skye and manag-
ing habitat for wading birds in 
Strathspey. 

� e aim is to develop a tried-
and-tested approach that can 
become an important part of 
future rural support beyond 
2024.

Claudia Rowse, NatureScot’s 
head of natural resources, ex-

plained: ‘With more � exibility 
than traditional environmen-
tal support schemes, this excit-
ing project has the potential to 
transform rural payments.

‘Farmers decide how to 
achieve a positive environ-
mental result on their land 
and their � elds’ environmental 
quality is scored. � e more the 
land supports nature, the high-
er the score and consequently 
the higher the payment.

‘Farmers know best how to 
improve nature on their farms 
and we want to help build on 
their knowledge and expertise. 
Investing in nature is one of 
the most cost e� ective ways 
of making our communities 
sustainable and more resilient.

‘As lockdown li� s, farmers 
across Scotland have a vital role 
to play in a green recovery that 
puts nature and nature-based 

solutions at the heart of re-
building our economy.’

Martin Kennedy, vice pres-
ident of the National Farmers 
Union of Scotland (NFUS), 
added: ‘At NFUS we believe 
in farming that supports a 
healthy environment for the 
next generation and in a way 
that integrates food produc-
tion alongside biodiversity 
and climate change. Higher 
payments for delivering great-
er environmental outcomes is 
a sensible approach as long as 
the farmer has control over the 
result.’

� e launch comes in the 
month Scottish Natural 
Heritage became ‘NatureScot’ 
as part of its drive to adapt the 
organisation to meet current 
environment challenges and 
deliver the change needed to 
secure a nature rich future.
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Around the markets
United Auctions, Dalmally, 
Saturday September 19: sold 
3,591 sheep of all classes; 2,575 
lambs averaged £51.12 (+£14.16). 
The 1,666 BF lambs averaged 
£47.83.  An increased entry on the 
year sold well despite the entry 
of lambs being of smaller sorts.  
Averages on the year rose in line 
with other principal centres and 
all consignors were satis� ed with 
their returns on the day.
Leading prices per head:

Lambs – BF - £63.00, 
Stronmagachan; £62.00, 
Littleport; £60.50, Inchgarth; 
£60.00, Auchreoch; £58.50, 
Blarghour; £58.50, Achnaba; 
£58.00, Bragleenbeg; £57.50, 
Benmore; £55.50, Glenfalloch; 
£53.50, Barachander; £53.00, 
Eden Taggart; £52.00, Blarghour; 
£51.50, Dunans; £51.00, 
Auchreoch; £51.00, Doune of 
Glendouglas; £50.50, Couston; 
£50.00, Meallagie; £50.00, 
Eurach; £50.00, Bragleenbeg. 

Su� X - £72.50, Auchnashul; 
£68.50, Fasgadh; £61.00, 
Blarmafoldach. 

LleyX - £62.50, Blarghour. 
BeltX - £67.50, £64.50, 

Blarghour. 
TexX - £86.00, Tullochcan; 

£83.00, Craigmore; £76.50, 
Stronmagachan; £76.00, 
Keilbeg; £73.00, Slatich; £69.00, 
Tullochcan; £68.00, Craigmore. 
Chev - £78.00, £66.50, Inchgarth; 
£64.00, Slatich; £63.50, 
Glenshero; £62.00, Inverlair. 

Cross - £66.50, Blarghour; 
£66.00, Auchreoch; £62.00, 

Brenchoille; £62.00, Ardsheal; 
£61.00, Brackley; £61.00, Eurach; 
£60.00, Brackley. Swa - £60.00, 
£54.00, Achalic.

Feeding Ewes – TexX - £57.50, 
Keilbeg.  Chev - £58.00, Ardsheal; 
£51.00, Lochdochart.  Cross 
- £58.00, Green� eld; £50.00, 
Tombuie; £46.00, Craigmore; 
£45.00, Glenshero. BF - £52.50, 
Clachan Farms; £49.50, Barachan-
der; £49.00, Scallasaig; £40.00, 
Garrogie; £40.00, Eurach.
Leading prices per kilo:
Lambs - BF – 208p, 196p, Littleport; 
189p, Eden Taggart; 188p, 
Inchgarth; 187p, Blarghour; 186p, 
Brackley; 186p, Scallasaig; 186p, 
Blarghour; 186p, Inchgarth.  

Su� X – 239p, Ardsheal; 204p, 
Achnacone. 

LleyX – 208p, Blarghour. 
BeltX – 227p, 216p, Blarghour. 
TexX – 205p, 204p, Craigmore; 
203p, Bragleenmore; 203p, Slatich; 
202p, Blarmaoldach; 200p, Garrogie 
Estate. 

Chev – 223p, Slatich; 218p, 
Inverlair; 211p, Dunans; 211p, 
Auchnashul; 211p, Ardsheal; 205p, 
Fasgadh; 205p, Inchgarth; 203p, 
Lochdochart; 202p, Glenshero; 
201p, Inverlair; 200p, Lochdochart. 

Cross – 227p, Brackley; 225p, 
Fasgadh; 217p, 216p, Balnahard; 
215p, 214p, Brackley; 212p, 
Ardsheal; 208p, Garrogie; 207p, 
Brackley; 206p, Scallasaig; 200p, 
Brackley; 200p, Bragleenmore.   

Dingwall and Highland Marts 
Limited, Fort William,  Saturday 
September 19: sold 365 weaned 

calves and store cattle, 16 OTM 
cattle and � ve adult head of 
breeding cattle. Bullocks (205) 
averaged 268.4p (+48.1p on the 
year) and sold to 352.9p per kg 
for a 170kg Limousin cross from 5 
Burnside, Argyll, and £945 gross for 
a pen of 410kg Limousin crosses 
from Lurignish Farm, Appin.

Heifers (160) averaged 257.9p 
(+67.0p on the year) and sold to 
300.0p per kg for a pair of 205kg 
Simmental crosses from Burnside, 
Isle of Mull, and £950 gross for 
a 425kg Limousin cross from 
Lurignish Farm.

Breeding cattle (� ve) sold to 
£1,200 gross for a Hereford bull 
from Ardtornish Farms, Morven.

OTM cattle (16) sold to 127.8p 
per kg and £1,010 gross for an 
Aberdeen Angus cross from 
National Trust, Isle of Canna.

All classes realised a substantial 
rise on the year.
Other leading prices per head 
and per kg:
Bullocks 200- 250kg – Myrtle Moss 
Croft, Strontian, £710, Dalilea, 
Acharacle, 333.3p; 251-300kg – 
Ardtornish Farms, £830, Fersit, Roy 
Bridge, 294.1p; 301-350kg – Moy 
Farm, Banavie, £845, Fersit, 262.3p; 
351-400kg – Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge, £930, 232.5p; 401kg 
and over – Isle of Canna, £920, 
Lurignish, 230.5p.

Heifers 200-250kg – Fersit, £710, 
295.8p;  251-300kg – Lundavra, Fort 
William, £710, Moy Farm, 262.5p;  
301-350kg – Lurignish, £890, 
254.3p;  351-400kg – Moy Farm, 
£900, Lurignish, 213.7p;  401-450kg 

– Lurignish, £920, 223.5p.

United Auctions, Lochboisdale, 
Wednesday September 16: sold 
2,257 sheep of all classes. Lambs 
(1796) averaged £52.56 (+£12.05). 

This second sale also had an 
increased entry on the year.  The 
majority of lambs on o� er were 
second and third draws which sold 
well and in keeping with current 
mainland levels.
Leading Prices:
Lambs – Su� X - £77.00, Truimsgar-
ry; £75.00, 6 Rhuban; £72.00, Dri-
more; £70.50, 12 Locheport; £70.00, 
Truimsgarry; £70.00, 249 Daliburgh. 
TexX - £84.00, 1 Balivanich; £84.00, 
90/110 Borve; £79.00, Drimore; 
£76.00, 340 North Boisdale; £74.00, 
28 Griminish; £72.00, £71.00, 90/110 
Borve; £71.00, 20 West Gerinish; 
£70.00, 49 Balgarva; £70.00, 8 West 
Kilbrid;e; £70.00, 11A East Gerinish; 
£70.00, 20 West Gerinish; £70.00, 
44 Linique. 

LleyX - £64.50, 8 Milton. 
ChaX - £61.50, 325 North Boisdale. 
Chev - £78.00, 49 Balgarva; 

£74.00, 3 South Locheynort; 
£72.00, 1 Airidhmhullin; £72.00, 
Ardkenneth; £69.00, 8 Peninerine; 
£67.00, 28 Griminish; £66.00, 
261 Daliburgh; £66.00, £65.00, 1 
Airidhmhuillin; £65.00, Truimsgarry. 

Cross - £75.00, 1 Balivanich; 
£73.00, Drimore; £71.00, 6 
Rhuban; £68.50, 7 Frobost; 
£68.00, 1 Balivanich; £63.00, 49 
Balgarva; £61.50, 7 Frobost; £61.00, 
Ardkenneth; £61.00, 6 Newton 
Ferry. Mule - £77.00, £61.50; 90/110 
Borve. HampX - £72.50, Doon. BF - 

£78.00, 388 Garrynamonie; £63.00, 
4 Kilerivagh.

Rams – Su�  – £280, £160, 6 
Dunganichy. Tex – £150, 2 Grimsay 
Island.  Chev – £160, 3 Nunton; 
£145, Corunna. Ewes – Su� X 
– £74.00, 414 Smerclate. TexX – 
£76.00, 383 Garrynamonie; £70.00, 
379A Garrynamonie; £68.00, 340 
North Boisdale. Chev - £72.00, 
7 Ormiclate. Cross - £68.00, 414 
Smerclate; £64.00, Truimsgarry. 
BF – £72.00, £62.00, 2/3 Rarnish.

C and D Auction Marts for the
Kintyre Agricultural Society
There was a centre record price 
and the best ever total at the 
annual Campbeltown sheep sale 
last Saturday, with the sunny day 
bene� tting the outdoor venue.

The sale of 120 rams and 510 
breeding was organised by C and D 
Auction Marts of Longtown for the 
Kintyre Agricultural Society.

At £900, the top price ram was 
a Su� olk shearling from Messrs 
MacIntyre, Glenahervie, Southend, 
which was purchased by N and F 
McNaughton, Dalmore, Tayinloan.

Messrs MacIntyre also sold a 
Su� olk shearling at £750 to R Millar, 
High Cattadale. R Millar bought 
another, at £600, from Thomas 
Cameron, Gartvaigh, who also sold 
at £480 and £420. Su� olk shearlings 
and ram lambs averaged £458.

Thomas Cameron, Gartvaigh, 
also featured in the Bluefaced 
Lecicester section which he topped 
with a shearling at £600 to R Millar 
who purchased another at £480 
from Messrs Semple, Dalbhraddan. 

Other Leicesters went to £450, 
twice, from Kilkeddan.

Jand M Turner, Killdalloig, 
paid £520 for a Texel shearling 
from A andJ Pirie, Machrihanish 
Farm.

I McKendrick, High Dalrioch, 
sold four Texel shearlings at 
£420 each with others from 
Messrs Cairns, Lochside, and 
High Dalrioch at £400. Texel 
lambs made to £400 from C 
McMillan, Low Tirfergus.

Je� rey Parkhouse, Inverae, 
sold Charollais rams at £420 
and £400, twice, and Beltex 
cross shearlings from R and J 
Lines, Killocraw, again sold to 
£420 and £400.

Overall, shearlings of all 
breeds averaged £331 with ram 
lambs levelling at £222.

Breeding females saw the 
usual strong demand which is a 
feature of this year’s trade.

A nice entry of Blackface 
gimmers sold to £185 paid by 
A J Ronald, Coulinlongart, to M 
Huysamer, Laggan View, who 
also sold at £140 with other 
Blackface gimmers to £150 
Brennanlea and £135 High 
Dalrioch.

Mule gimmers from Skernish 
and Darlochan Yard made £180 
with the latter selling Texel 
gimmers at £155.

Ewes sold to £140 from G 
Gillespie and ewe lambs to 
£120 from P Grumoli.

A reduction of stock 
Blackfaces from Carskiey Estate 
sold to £112.
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Any word found in the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary (Tenth Edition) is 
eligible with the following 
exceptions: proper nouns; plural 
nouns, pronouns and possessives; 
third person singular verbs; 
hyphenated words; contractions 
and abbreviations; vulgar slang 
words; variant spellings of the 
same word (where another variant 
is also eligible).

 1. Girl only a small space 
away, relatively speaking .... 
(12)

 9. .... and being the closest, 
relatively speaking (4,2,3)

 10. Be apathetic for the most 
part with a household 
implement (3)

 11. Objector to party line (7)
 12. Possess about 50 to divide 

in two (5)
 13. Bustle around making fi ne 

distinctions (6)
 15. Go without food, the way 

one might rave about it (6)
 18. Change offi  cer after a word 

of hesitation (5)
 20. Dates he swapped for 

earphones (7)
 22. Chimney found in Glasgow 

slums (3)
 23. Elf keeps warm on the 

cooker perhaps (9)
 24. Jockey drawn by an author 

(5,7)
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 2. License one vehicle to be 
on the road for hire (7)

 3. Quietly left the line in the 
middle to search for prey (5)

 4. Secure, say, a place in 
Turkey (6)

 5. Variety of noughts coming 
from a rifl e (7)

 6. Tiger perhaps has large 
number in the end (5)

 7. On one’s behalf making 
another gift (12)

 8. Edges higher, heels make 
one thus (6,6)

 14. Dog that goes from side to 
side (7)

 16. One who takes stock out of 
range (7)

 17. Irrational fear starts to put 
him off  buying important 
articles (6)

 19. I had boy starting to be 
fearful (5)

 21. In the middle of part of 
exam on geography (5)

ACROSS DOWN

61

7

8

10

17

19

23

29

29

31

1

24

2

11

2

9

13

25

28

31

11

15

22

28

3

20 25

4

18

22

21

16

5

8

12

15

26

30

6

13

27

7

14

QUICK CROSSWORD

3 5 8 7
2 4 9

5 2
4 8

2
8 6 5 1 7

9 6 7 3
4 9

8 1

8 2 4
4 7 9

3 6 1 4 7
1 3 2 9

4 5
6 1 7 3

6 4 8 2
2 9 1 6
5 7 2 3 4 1

11 7 7 11 14 17 12 20 26 6 20 10

10 15 12 9 14 11 5

14 17 18 5 9 14 17 15 14 11 14 17

22 8 25 6 26 17

22 5 20 9 8 17 21 25 2 17 11

25 22 12 16 16 12 25 14 20 9 12 19

14 15 4 15 6 14 25

16 7 17 13 9 25 5 16 3 5 14 12

20 9 14 17 15 17 8 2 17 16 6

14 14 25 17 10 13

1 11 15 17 3 14 11 23 17 12 8 6

20 11 24 17 23 11 11

2 17 9 8 6 9 17 8 15 9 12 19

Each number in our Cross Code grid represents a different letter 
of the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start 
you off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, 
then use your knowledge of words to work out which letters 
should go in the missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

How many words of four 
letters or more can you 
make from this 
Nonagram? Each word 
must use the central letter, 
and each letter may be 
used only once. At least 
one word using all nine 
letters can be found.
Guidelines:

NONAGRAM

Place the four signs (add, 
subtract, multiply, divide) 
one in each circle so that 
the total of each across 
and down line is the same. 
Perform the first calculation in each 
line first and ignore the mathematical 
law which says you should always 
perform division and multiplication 
before addition and subtraction.

  7  10
 8  3  1
  4  2
 9  1  2
  2  4

EQUALISER
Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.Easy Hard

Spell out a 15-letter word or 
phrase by moving from one 
chamber to another within 
the pyramid. You may 
only enter each of the 
chambers once and 
may only proceed 
through openings 
in the walls. The 
first letter may 
appear in any 
chamber.

     T

    S  I

   E  M  N

  R  U  A  O

 E  D  N  T  I

Using all 16 letters of the phrase above, form 
four words each of four letters which will fit in the 
grid to form a magic square in which the words 
can be read both horizontally and vertically.

CLEANER SOIL IN JAR

WORD PYRAMID

MAGIC SQUARE

Here are two 
miniature five-
square 
crosswords 
using the same 
grid – but the 
letters have 
been mixed up. 
You have to 
work out which 
letters belong 
to which 
crossword.

 AN LE IV EA RS

 EU  DI  UE

 RT AR VE AE TN

 VO  IA  ER

 SE AN DL OS WA

FIVE ALIVE

No. 5180

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

A
11

N
12 13

R
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 H E S 
 A C T 
 M I C

32 Good; 38 Very Good; 
44 Excellent.

 1. Who was the elder brother of 
Moses and fi rst High Priest of 
Israel?

 2. The whaling novel Moby-Dick 
was by which author?

 3. Who produced the iconic 
Stratocaster electric guitar in 
1954?

 4. Which gas is produced by 
yeast, enabling bread dough to 
rise?

 5. What is the common name for 
the North African granular 
pasta made from crushed and 
steamed semolina?

Quiz Challenge
 6. What S is a small type of 

harpsichord?
 7. Jennifer Ellison played Emily 

Shadwick in which TV soap 
opera?

 8. What was the name of the 
balsa wood raft used by Thor 
Heyerdahl to partially cross the 
Pacifi c?

 9. What is tencha a type of?
 10. In 2016, the NASA spacecraft 

Juno successfully went into 
orbit around which planet, 
after a fi ve-year journey?

Your daily puzzle challenge
CROSS CODE CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

ACROSS
 2. Garbage can (7)
 7. Drill (4)
 8. Sicilian volcano (4)
 9. Top layer (7)
 10. Large bag (4)
 12. Dart (4)
 15. Wigwam (5)
 17. In a single 

direction (3-3)
 18. Remember (6)
 19. Tiles (6)
 21. Having two 

spouses (6)
 22. Gaze fixedly (5)

 23. Sly glance (4)
 26. Primary (4)
 28. Devious (7)
 29. Small bird (4)
 30. Prayer ending (4)
 31. Underground 

cell (7)
DOWN
 1. Drink mixer (4)
 2. Writing table (4)
 3. Southern 

county (6)
 4. Sports jacket (6)
 5. Require (4)
 6. Burden (4)

 10. Nuptial (7)
 11. Reduce to 

ashes (7)
 13. South-eastern US 

state (7)
 14. Calm, peaceful (7)
 15. Stories (5)
 16. Mysterious, 

weird (5)
 20. Filter (6)
 21. Contusion (6)
 24. Beige (4)
 25. Tear to bits (4)
 26. Miserly (4)
 27. Separate article (4)

This puzzle page is supplied by 
Sirius Media Services. 
To try our new puzzle, 
Zygolex, go to 
www.zygolex.com
© Sirius Media Services Ltd

PZ
1P

51
80

J
1

V
2

B
3

K
4

U
5

Y
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P
7

L
8

I
9

H
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A
11

N
12

C
13

R
14

D
15

S
16

E
17

Q
18

G
19

T
20

F
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W
22

Z
23

X
24

O
25

M
26

QUIZ CHALLENGE: 1 Aaron; 2 Herman Melville; 3 Leo Fender; 4 Carbon dioxide; 5 Couscous; 6 Spinet; 7 Brookside; 8 Kon-Tiki; 9 Green 
tea; 10 Jupiter.

ache; achiest; acme; aitch; amice; ascetic; 
cache; cachet; came; case; cash; cast; 
caste; catch; CATECHISM; chai; chaise; 
chamise; chase; chasm; chasmic; chaste; 
chat; cheat; chemist; chest; chic; chicest; 
chime; chit; cist; cite; each; echt; etch; 
ethic; hectic; itch; mace; mache; mastic; 
match; mesic; metic; mica; sachem; sachet; 
scam; scat; scathe; schema; SCHEMATIC; 
sect; sice; smectic; tach; tache; tachi; 
tachism; teach; tech; theca; tich.

EQUALISER:
Clockwise from top 
left – subtract; 
multiply; divide; 
add. Total: 5.

975812634
284367951
361495278
713529846
698743125
542681793
136974582
429158367
857236419

635148972
241769583
789523164
563917248
174832659
928654317
896271435
317495826
452386791

WORD PYRAMID:
Underestimation.

MAGIC SQUARE: 
jail; acre; iron; lens.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: 

QUICK CROSSWORD: 
Across – 2 Dustbin; 7 Bore; 8 Etna; 9 Surface; 10 Sack; 12 Dash; 
15 Tepee; 17 One-way; 18 Recall; 19 Slates; 21 Bigamy; 22 
Stare; 23 Leer; 26 Main; 28 Evasive; 29 Wren; 30 Amen; 31 
Dungeon.
Down – 1 Soda; 2 Desk; 3 Surrey; 4 Blazer; 5 Need; 6 Onus; 10 
Spousal; 11 Cremate; 13 Alabama; 14 Halcyon; 15 Tales; 16 
Eerie; 20 Strain; 21 Bruise; 24 Ecru; 25 Rend; 26 Mean; 27 Item.

Across – 1 Stepdaughter; 9 Next of kin; 10 Mop; 11 Heckler; 12 
Halve; 13 Subtle; 15 Starve; 18 Alter; 20 Headset; 22 Lum; 23 
Hobgoblin; 24 Rider Haggard.
Down – 2 Taxicab; 3 Prowl; 4 Ankara; 5 Gunshot; 6 Tamil; 7 
Representing; 8 Inches taller; 14 Lurcher; 16 Rustler; 17 Phobia; 
19 Timid; 21 Among.

(1) 

(2)

Across – Alias; Treat; Salsa.
Down – Autos; Ideal; Sutra.
Across – Never; Raven; Endow.
Down – Nerve; Vivid; Renew.

EASY SUDOKUHARD SUDOKU

CROSS CODE

FIVE ALIVE: 

NONAGRAM: 

SOLUTIONS



SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702
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West Coast MOTORING

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of  4x4’s, motor homes 
and caravanettes.

Any age or condition.  
We also buy water damaged

or in need of repair. 
Also all types of touring

caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

07743173583

HONDA CB650F ABS 2017
Blue, datatag, heated 
grips, carrier, top box, 

MOT, 450 miles

£4000. 
No offers

More information - tel. 07424659010.

2019 POWER BOAT SUZUKI 200APL 4STROKE
Registered on Loch 

Lomond in 2019. 
Beam 8ft; length 21ft. 
Cabin; tv; sink, canopy, 

trailer and more.

Any reasonable price. 
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RECRUITMENT
We currently have a vacancy for a

HGV/Plant Mechanic
Duties will include working on HGV's, Excavators, 

Small Plant and Vehicles
Previous Experience Essential

Please apply in writing or by email
stating previous experience to

Donald MacDonald
Site 13a

Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email: donald@damacdonald.co.uk

We currently have a vacancy for a

Experienced Bricklayer/
Stonemason

to join our team
Competitive rate of pay and transport will be provided

Please apply in writing or by email
stating previous experience to

Donald MacDonald
Site 13a

Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email: donald@damacdonald.co.uk

Vacancy
Part Time PGDE Tutor

Are you passionate about education? Could you 
support the next generation of teachers in Argyll?

We are seeking an experienced and quali� ed primary or 
secondary teacher to support our cohort of enthusiastic 

PGDE students in Oban. Applicants should be 
registered with the GTCS.  

You will support students in their academic studies 
and assess their teaching skills by observing students 
in work placement. The post requires a high degree 
of � exibility to accommodate the times of student 

placement visits, timeous response to student queries 
and liaising and meeting school and college sta� .

Immediate start. 
Salary starts at £33,500 (pro rata - 0.15FTE)

Visit www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/sta� /vacancies for full 
details and application form.

Closing Date 1st October.

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 

Senior Carer
 Qualification; Nursing or SVQ level 3 in health 

and social care essential.

Care Assistant
Experience not essential as training will be given.

Full and part-time permanent positions. 
Good pay and conditions.  

Paid breaks and pension scheme.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Mechanical Craftsperson -
Cruachan Power Station

As a Mechanical Craftsperson on site at Cruachan, 
you’ll be responsible for maintaining the equipment 
that forms the first reversible pumped storage hydro 
system built on this scale anywhere in the world.
 
This amazing feat of engineering needs your help to 
keep it running as efficiently as possible, ensuring 
renewable energy is continually supplied to the grid. 
That’s a pretty great job to brag about.
 
As a craftsperson you’ll spend your days undertaking 
preventative maintenance inspections, defect 
investigations, testing and equipment overhauls on the 
mechanical equipment. The role is Monday to Friday, 
but you’ll need to be available for weekend working and 
callouts from time to time.

powering tomorrow
www.drax.com/careers 

Do you have 
experience with 
rotating 
plant/machinery?

NC/HNC in mechanical 
engineering?

Ready for a new 
challenge?

What are you waiting 
for, apply today to 
power your career.

Download 
our app 
for free 

at hijobs.
co.uk/app

We’ve 
made 
it even 

easier to 
fi nd your 
next job 

in the 
perfect 

location.

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Shop Assistant (Arran)
Arran

We are looking to hire a hard-working, custom-
er-oriented Shop Assistant to ensure the smooth 
running of in-store retail operations. The Shop Assistant’s 
responsibilities include welcoming customers to our shop, 
monitoring customer activities to prevent incidents of shoplifting, 
arranging window displays accordingly, and processing customer 
refunds. You should also be able to identify customers’ needs 
and recommend suitable shop items that best satisfy their needs.



CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate 
to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on 
the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with 
the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to 
invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In 
the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a 
type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publi-
cation of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  
In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an admin-
istration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount 
which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000 www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post 
Office. http://termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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East Kintyre Community Council 
Windfarm Trust

Applications are invited for funding from the second 
disbursement this year from the above trust.

Grants for capital or revenue funding may be available 
to charities, community groups and village halls within 
the East Kintyre Community   Council area bordered by 

Grogport to the North and Peninver to the South.

Advice, criteria and application forms are available on 
the Windfarm Trust pages of the East Kintyre Community 

website - eastkintyre.org or 
 alternatively from the Secretary/Treasurer:

Alasdair Bennett
Tel: 01583 431112

E-mail: ekccwft@hotmail.com

Closing date for applications: 
Thursday 29 October 2020

PERSONAL NOTICE

Happy 1st 
Wedding 

Anniversary 

Gillian & Paul 
xxx
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MACHRIHANISH

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345

ARGYLL AND BUTE

COWAL
Cowal Open Studios is all set for September 
25-28.

� e annual open studios event will take 
place in � ve separate hubs based around this 
beautiful Cowal peninsula. Nearly 50 artists 
will be displaying a selection of their work in 
these � ve locations instead of their own studios 
to ensure social distancing both for the artists 
and visitors.

� ere are painters, printers, potters, jewellers, 
woodworkers, textile artist and basket makers 
producing a varied collection of individual 
work.

Visit the Cowal Open Studios website for more 
information.

Machrihanish airbase has joined the four other 
candidates for Scotland’s � rst spaceport in an 
alliance to represent the common interests of 
the UK spaceport community.

� e Spaceports Alliance aims to facilitate 
rapid progress in national infrastructure for 
and international promotion of the country’s 
space launch capabilities. Along with Prestwick 
Spaceport, Machrihanish o� ers plane-based, 
horizontal launches, while Shetland Space 
Centre Space Hub Sutherland, and Spaceport 1, 
Western Isles plan vertical rocket launches

John Innes of the Scottish Space Leadership 
Council said: ‘� e international race to build 
launch capability ahead of other global com-
petitors is very much underway. � e Spaceports 
Alliance will facilitate an inclusive, collabo-
rative approach in order to navigate the sector 
through the challenges and opportunities posed 
by the prospect of UK launch in the very near 
future.’

� e forging of the alliance comes a few weeks 
a� er a Raptor Aerospace Kestrel-100LD rocket 
was successfully launched from Machrihanish 
airbase, the � rst ever rocket launch from the site 
and a milestone in the development of space-
� ight activity at Machrihanish.

Torque indoor cycling class at Mid Argyll Sports Centre. 

Leisure centres, gyms and swimming pools have 
been among the most recent facilities to be al-
lowed to reopen as lockdown restrictions eased 
in Scotland. � ey were given the green light to 
resume from August 31, two weeks earlier than 
had been expected.

Many facilities across Scotland remained 
closed until September 14, however, LiveArgyll 
led the way in Scotland and managed to open 
as soon as it was given the green light from the 
Scottish Government.

Charitable trust LiveArgyll runs 28 venues 
and services across Argyll and Bute, including 
leisure, libraries, archives and museum, halls, 
Active Schools and sport development, commu-
nity centres and community lets.

A LiveArgyll spokesperson said: ‘We’re work-
ing hard to provide as many services as possible 
in the so�  opening phase, and we’re hoping that 
our members and pay-as-you-go users continue 
to support us as we continue to expand opening 

hours and programmes in the coming weeks 
and months ahead.’

A small number of services are now up and 
running including leisure, a new click and col-
lect library service in the six large town libraries, 
outdoor pitches and Active Schools.

Re-opening the venues was far from straight-
forward, involving bringing sta�  back from 
furlough, many of whom needed extensive 
training before starting work to ensure a safe 
environment for all sta�  and customers alike.

Leisure facilities user Caroline Sutherland 
said: ‘I’m really impressed with what’s been 
done. I got a ‘welcome back’ from sta�  as I 
entered the building and it was great to be back. 
� ere’s obviously been a lot of thought and 
work gone into the layout, one way systems and 
cleaning/sanitising which has resulted in a very 
safe atmosphere. I’d like to thank all the sta�  
for their hard work and looking forward to next 
week’s classes.’

As September slips away and summer dips 
into autumn, we have rejoiced in several 
wonderfully summer days to boost our 
spirits.

But the news is not good: Covid is not going 
away; constraints are still upon us; we cannot 
meet freely with friends and relatives; further 
restrictions will be placed upon us; they say 
that Christmas will virtually be cancelled.

� e future is not looking bright.  Is there 
any hope?

Racism is on the increase, natural disasters 
destroy people’s homes and lives, the inci-
dence of suicide has risen, animal cruelty 
continues to horrify us, the UK government 
continues to sell arms to oppressive regimes 
with horri� c consequences and as Brexit 
talks stall and stutter, it has lost credibility in 
the international arena.

� e natural world is threatened with the 
extinction of so many wonderful creatures 
because of human greed and indi� erence.

Is there any hope?
‘Hope is being able to see that there is light 

despite all of the darkness.’ Desmond Tutu 
said this and he is certainly someone who 
knows about clinging to hope.

� e Bible says that ‘faith is the con� dence 
that what we hope for will actually happen’.

Maybe in this time of what might seem like 
hopelessness, we need to refocus our lives 
and set our thoughts on that which is good, 
that which is honourable and that which is 
worth preserving.

Maybe we need to see past the destruction 
and the sadness, past the devastation and the 
cruelty to the beauty, the promise, the hope 
and the future.

Maybe we need to pray for that future – a 
future � lled with hope and care, with vision 
and promise; a hope that is God shaped and 
Kingdom focussed.



DEATHS
CAMPBELL - Peacefully 
at home, 1 Park Terrace, 
Campbeltown, on 
September 20, 2020, 
Alexander McFadyen 
Campbell (Nicky) in 
his 86th year, formerly 
of 27b Davaar Avenue, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved son of the late 
Alexander and Catherine 
Campbell, much loved 
brother of Alice and 
Jan and a loving uncle, 
great-uncle and great-
great-uncle. Funeral 
service private in line 
with current government 
guidelines. Nicky’s 
funeral will take place 
on Friday, September 
25. � e cortege will 
leave the home address, 
1 Park Terrace, at 1.00 
p.m., a� er a short prayer. 
We will pass through 
Longrow, Longrow South, 
Main Street and round 
the Cross on our way 
to Kilkerran Cemetery. 
Anyone wishing to pay 
their last respects to Nicky 
may do so along our 
route. Please remember to 
observe social distancing.
COOPER - Passed away 
at Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness on September 
17, 2020, Victor Cooper, 
aged 90 years, Fair� eld 
Road, Inverness, beloved 
husband of the late Iseobel 
Scott, also a dear dad and 
pappy. Funeral Service 
private in Cumlodden 
Church of Scotland, 
Furnace; therea� er 
to Kilevin Cemetery. 
Arrangements by D. 
Chisholm & Sons.
DOW - Suddenly 
but peacefully at the 
Campbeltown Hospital, 
on September 19, 2020, 
George Raymond Dow, 

in his 75th year, 15A John 
Street, Campbeltown.
Dearly beloved husband 
of Margaret Dow, much 
loved dad of Jacqueline 
and Raymond, father-in-
law of Jimmy and Orla, 
loving grandpa of Rachel, 
Julia, Sophia, Robert and 
Emma. Funeral private.
MACKINNON - 
Peacefully at her home, 
3 Glenfyne Terrace, 
Ardrishaig on September 
22, 2020, a� er an illness 
fought with great 
dignity and courage, 
Connie MacKinnon, 
née MacIndeor, aged 
60 years. Beloved wife 
of James MacKinnon, 
adored Mum of David, 
Ailsa, James and Nicola. 
A very proud Granny 
of Chloe, Liam, Keiron, 
Laila, Scott, Joshua and 
Alexander. Much re-
spected mother-in-law of 
Margaret, Donnie, Emma 
and Michael. A dear sister, 
sister-in-law, aunt and 
cousin to all the extended 
family. A good neighbour 
and very dear friend to 
many. A private funeral 
service will be held on 
Tuesday, September 29, 
2020. Donations can 
be made in Memory of 
Connie to Secondary 
1st (Breast Cancer) via 
Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors. � e 
funeral cortege will leave 
from Connie’s home 
in Ardrishaig at 11.30 
a.m., passing via West 
Bank Road, Ardrishaig 
Parish Church, and 
then Chalmers Street, 
Ardrishaig, before pro-
ceeding to Lochgilphead 
travelling up Argyll 
Street, Lochgilphead at 
approximately 11.45 a.m., 
on route to Achnabreac 
Cemetery.

RUSSELL - Suddenly 
but peacefully at the 
Campbeltown Hospital, 
on September 16, 2020, 
Douglas Muir Russell, in 
his 86th year, Tir-na-n-og, 
Southend, dearly beloved 
husband of Margaret 
Watson, much loved dad 
of Craig, Angela and 
Darlene, loving grandpa 
of Douglas, Ciaran, 
Rashan, Michelle and 
Mikaela and a loving 
papa to Caitlin. Funeral 
service private in line 
with current government 
guidelines. Douglas’s 
funeral will take place 
on Saturday, September 
26. � e cortege will leave 
the family home at 1.00 
p.m., a� er a short prayer. 
We will pass Macharioch 
onto Blasthill Brae 
and through Southend 
village on our way to 
Keil Cemetery. Anyone 
wishing to pay their last 
respects to Douglas may 
do so along our route. 
Please remember to 
observe social distancing.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACVEAN - A� er 
the sad loss of Alasdair, 
his family thank all the 
sta�  at the Mid Argyll 
Community Hospital, the 
Beatson and � e Queen 
Elizabeth University 
Hospital. � anks also 
to the Mid-Argyll 
Transport Volunteers for 
the invaluable service 
provided. � anks to all 
family and friends for 
their cards, phone calls 
and last respects on the 
day of the service. Special 
thanks to Rev. Hilda 
Smith, all at Donald 
MacDonald Funeral 
Directors, to Morna for 
the � oral tributes and 
Kilmartin Hotel for the 

purvey. Donations in 
memory of Alasdair for 
Alzheimer Scotland and 
Cancer Research U.K. 
raised £440.00.
MITCHELL - � e 
family of the late Mary 
Wilkinson would like 
to thank everyone for 
their kind letters, cards, 
messages of sympathy and 
donations to the Mairi 
Semple Fund.

IN MEMORIAM 
BROWN – In loving 
memory of Eddie, passed 
away September 25, 2000.
Gone but never forgotten.
- Isobel xx

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings 
are closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you 

informed & 
provide opportunities for 

worship on-line
Please look it up & keep 

in touch
www.northknapdale.org

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 27th September

Service at 10am
Rev Robert MacLeod

A very warm 
welcome awaits

Please wear face covering

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686
Sunday 27th September
Worship Service 11.15am

Video message 
on Facebook each 

Wednesday
Rev. W Crossan

All COVID 19 precautions 
apply

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 27th September
Skipness Service 10.00am  

- J Malcolm
Tarbert service - 11.30am 

- J Malcolm
Tarbert Charity No: SC002622

Skipness - Charity No: 
SC004280
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ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH 
KNAPDALE
PARISHES

Sunday 27th September 
2020

“Let us therefore strive to 
enter that rest”
(Hebrews 4:11)

Services in
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

and
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Re� ections will continue 
to be available

at the gates of the 
churches.

Wednesdays
from 12:45pm to 1:15pm

in Ardrishaig Church
“A Time for Re� ecting

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH

Resumption of Public 
Mass at St Margaret’s: 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday: 10.30am

Saturday: 6.30pm
Sunday: 10am - St 

Margaret’s; 12.30pm - 
All Saints, Inveraray.

Booking essential due to 
restricted capacity

To book, please contact 
Fr. Ronald by telephone or 
email. Name, address and 
contact details required for 
track and trace purposes. 

Masses from St Margaret’s 
will continue to be Live 

Streamed via our YouTube 
channel. Full details 

on our website: www.
lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and our Facebook Page. 

lochgilphead@
rcdai.org.uk 

Fr Ronald Campbell
01546 602380

(SCO002876)

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

Our building is open for 
Sunday services and you 

would be welcome on 
Sunday, 27th September 

at 11am 
to join with us in our 
praise and worship

when John Dominik will 
be conducting the service
MASKS are now required 

in churches, in line 
with current Scottish 

Government  Covid 19 
guidelines.

www.springbankchurch.
org.uk

https://www.facebook.
com/springbankchurch
Contact phone number 

01586 551237 - 
Church Secretary

ST KIERAN RC 
CHURCH

St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
stkieransrc.org

Public Mass will be 
celebrated on 

Wednesdays and 
Sundays at 10am.

Anyone wanting to attend 
a public Mass should 

register with 
Fr. Tony by telephone or 

email.
01586 552160 campbel-

town@rcdai.org.uk
Please give: Name, 

address, telephone no., 
and number from the 
household wishing to 

attend, and the date of the 
Mass.

Live streaming on 
Facebook will continue.

(SC002876)

CHURCH NOTICES 

CHURCH NOTICES 

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 27th September
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in 

place
If we can be of any 

assistance to anyone 
during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046

Major Ruth Russell
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 27th September
11.15am Worship Service 
11.15am  Sunday School

Wednesday 30th 
September

12 noon   
Prayer & Bible Study
Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply 
to all meetings

All welcome
www.campbeltown

freechurch.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: 

SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Sunday Service, 
11 am at SKDT Hall, 

Kirk Street
Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply
Pastor Mark Jasper

01586 554 092
pastor@campbeltown-

communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322
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Competing with the ladies no handicap for Eilidh

Alastair shines in the 
Ardrishaig sunshine

Last week saw the � nal rounds 
of two competitions for the 
ladies at Lochgilphead Golf 
Club.

On Tuesday September 15 
the last round of the nine-hole 

Ardrishaig bowlers have been 
making the best of the � ne 
September sunshine to take to 
the green and compete in club 
competitions.

Saturday September 5 saw 
Alastair Craig triumphant in a 
revamped round-robin singles 
competition for the Sandy 
Cameron Trophy.

Club members competed 
in the Crawford MacDonald 
pairs competition on Saturday 
September 19. A reinvigorated 
Donald MacLachlan led with 
his new-found lighter wood 
bowls, putting in a � ne perfor-
mance along with his skipper  

Alastair Craig with the 
Sandy Cameron Trophy. 

Alastair Craig to claim top 
spot and win the silver plate.

With the forecast looking 
good for tomorrow, Saturday 
September 26, another � ne 
a� ernoon of bowls is in store. 

For anyone who would like 
to come along, it will be a 1pm 
start at Ardrishaig Bowling 
Club.

Crawford MacDonald pairs’ winners Alastair Craig and 
Donald MacLachlan. 

eclectic competition was won 
by Kathleen Young with 19 
points, but the overall winner 
of the six rounds was junior 
girl Eilidh Flanagan with a 
fantastic 28 points.

� is is Eilidh’s � rst year 
playing with the ladies and she 
chose to play o�  a 36 handicap 
to allow her to compete in the 
competitions. She not only 
won this competition but has 
also reduced her handicap. 
Club members have no doubt 
that hers is a name they will be 
seeing on more winning lists 
in the future.

� e other � nal was the Ladies 
Charity Cup. � is is played 
over four rounds and the 
winner chooses the charity to 
which the entry fees are donat-
ed. � e winner on the day with 

19 points was Jane Hepburn, 
who was also overall winner 
with 25 points. Jane started 
the season well and fell away 
a wee bit but came back for a 
fantastic � nale.

Jane has chosen Blood 
Cancer UK to receive the 
funds so a cheque for £155 is 
on its way to it.

� e gents, meanwhile, 
played the September Medal 
which was won by Andy Law 
with 62 strokes, beating Alex 
MacAulay by one.

Left: Overall winner of the 
eclectic competition, Eilidh 
Flanagan.

Far left: Jane Hepburn was 
triumphant in the Ladies 
Charity Cup, the proceeds 
going to Blood Cancer UK. 

Bob makes a 
major impact 
in New York
Three majors played, three 
cuts made – Bob MacIntyre 
continues to impress on the 
biggest of stages. 

The Oban left-hander 
showed once again why 
he is one of the rising stars 
of the game with a gutsy 
performance at the US Open 
in New York.

With a host of big names, 
including Tiger Woods and 
Phil Mickelson failing to make 
the half-way cut, Bob found 
himself teeing up over the 
weekend at the brutal West 
Course at Winged Foot with 
his plus-six score squeezing 
him in right on the cut line. 
Although he didn’t quite 
have the weekend he hoped 
for, with rounds of 76 and 
79 e� ectively stalling any 
prospects of a high � nish, 
he will take away a lot of 
con� dence after another 
week mixing with the best 
golfers on the planet. 

The fact eventual winner 
Bryson DeChambeau was the 
only player to � nish under 
par shows just how tough a 
test this was. 

While Bob can take a great 
deal of satisfaction from 
his own performance, the 
big-hearted star will also be 
delighted his 10 birdies raised 
$35,000 for the Hurricane 
Laura relief fund in Louisiana 
where Bob went to university. 
All in all, an excellent week’s 
work.

Bob MacIntyre.
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