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A83 now ‘an economic and 
safety emergency’, says MP

The scene after the most recent landslide. Photograph: BEAR Scotland.

We need the right solution and 
we need it quickly.

� is sums up the feeling of 
the people of Argyll and politi-
cians as the third big landslide 
of 2020 struck the A83 near the 
Rest and be � ankful.

Less than six weeks a� er a 
major landslide took out part 
of the trunk road on August 4, 
it happened again.

Six days a� er the repairs 
were completed and the A83 
re-opened, an estimated addi-
tional 5,000 tonnes of mud and 
rock tumbled down the slopes 
of Beinn Narnain between 
Sunday September 13 and the 
following morning.

Trunk road operator BEAR 
Scotland had closed the road 
in anticipation of heavy rain-
fall on Sunday a� ernoon.

With both the A83 and old 
military road (OMR) detour 
shut, tra�  c was diverted on 
to the A82 via Crianlarich 
and also the Western Ferries 

Brendan O’Hara MP. 

Clyde crossing, but the tragedy 
of a fatal accident on Tuesday 
morning closed the A82 for 
around 10 hours. By this time 
the clear-up operation at the 
OMR was far enough ahead 
to allow this to be opened up 

and used under convoy to keep 
tra�  c � owing.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
Leader of Argyll and Bute 
Council said: ‘� e Scottish 
Government has committed to 
� nding a permanent solution 

to this ongoing issue, but what 
is needed now is a date for that 
permanent solution to start.

‘� ere is huge disappoint-
ment and anger locally that 
the area has yet again been let 
down by the lack of progress. 
� is weekend’s landslip has re-
sulted in further disruption for 
many residents and businesses 
but this has been going on for 
over a decade now.

‘Holding a public consulta-
tion is one thing but we need 
a timetable for construction 
from Scottish Government 
and detailed plans for when we 
can all expect to have a fully 
operational and safe trunk 
road for Argyll and Bute.’

Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara went further, saying: 
‘� is is now an economic and 
public safety emergency.

‘For decades, everyone, in-
cluding both the Scottish and 
UK governments have known 
that this was the wrong road, 
built in the wrong place and 
I suspect successive govern-
ments have just been hoping 

the situation wouldn’t come to 
a head on their watch.

‘Well, as a result of climate 
change and the increased 
regularity of torrential rain-
fall, it certainly has come to a 

head now. And just as climate 
change itself is being treated 
as an emergency, so too should 
the dramatic e� ects of climate 
change and so, a permanent, 
sustainable � x to the problem 

of the Rest and be � ankful 
should be made top priority by 
Transport Scotland.’
Political reaction on 
pages two and three; Leader 
comment, page six.
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‘Enough is enough’ - what our elected members say on the A83
Argyll and Bute 
MSP Michael 
Russell:
‘Quite clearly there is a com-
mitment to a new road. � e 
issue remains how quickly can 
that be implemented.

‘� ere are legal barriers to 
just driving a road through a 
landscape without a proper pe-
riod for objection. In addition, 
there is the need to purchase 
the land, do the proper design, 
let the contract and get the 
work done. � e best solution 
must also be one that has 
the potential for having the 
shortest possible timetable to 
completion, which does rule 
out some of the more elaborate 
options.

‘I would have thought given 
the fact that the existing road 
is in the wrong place it would 
also be wise to ensure any new 
road is in the right place and 
won’t be subject to any similar 
di�  culties. So what needs to  
be done is clear. Increase the 
work being done to keep it 
open in all weathers, including 

more mitigation, whilst accel-
erating the plans for the new 
road as much as is humanely 
and legally possible.’

Councillor Dougie 
Philand, Mid Argyll 
ward:
‘Given the climate emergency 
we � nd ourselves facing, 
another landslide was always 
inevitable with the increase of 
rainfall in recent years.

‘In Gerona, Italy, a tragedy 
happened when a massive 
city bridge collapsed resulting 
in the death of many. � e 
government spent 300 million 
Euros on the project which was 
completed from start to � nish 
in two years.

‘� e A83 is our main artery 
into Argyll and when closed 
the economic and social im-
pact is massive, therefore on 
behalf of all in Argyll and Bute 
we request that the permanent 
solution for our vital lifeline is 
accelerated. As in Italy, where 
there is a will there is a way.

‘Enough is enough. We are 
on the precipice of depopula-

tion and an economic disaster 
and to preserve and grow our 
rural population in Argyll 
immediate and swi�  action 
must now happen.’

Councillor Sandy 
Taylor, Mid Argyll 
ward:
‘We are rightly exasperated 
that the rain will continue to 
fall, giving rise to an ever-pres-
ent risk of landslides and road 
closures.

‘Having invested in engi-

neering solutions designed 
to intercept and catch debris 
sliding down the hill [Scottish 
transport and infrastructure 
minister] Michael Matheson, 
recognising the importance of 
the route to Argyll and Bute 
and the impacts of closures on 
our communities, agrees that 
this approach is not enough 
and has committed to build a 
wholly new road.

‘Exactly what we want, 
however, this will take time to 
plan and build, whilst we need 
to protect the road from land-

slips. We need more, ‘e� ective 
mitigation’ measures in the in-
terim, sooner rather than later, 
and so I join Michael Russell, 
MSP in his call for planned 
mitigation works to be accel-
erated to prevent the repeat of 
such lengthy closures.’

Councillor Alastair 
Redman, Kintyre 
and the Islands 
ward:
‘� e latest landslide clearly 

demonstrates that mitigation 
measures are not working and 
Scottish Government needs 
to press ahead urgently with a 
permanent solution to help the 
people of Argyll and Bute.

‘Whilst our communities are 
resilient and we remain open 
for business, we need a clear 
commitment and details of a 
new route to avoid repeated 
and ongoing issues.

‘For far too long motorists 
have had to put up with clo-
sures the moment we see bad 
weather that can last for days 

Dougie Philand. Sandy Taylor. Alastair Redman.Michael Russell.

‘No update’ on Inveraray and 
Lochgilphead post o�  ces
Inveraray has been le�  
with no permanent post 
o�  ce since April, when the 
McCaughey family moved 
on from the Londis shop 
which hosted the post o�  ce.

� e community of 
Inveraray was informed of 
this in advance, but the loss 
of Lochgilphead post o�  ce 
in June was more sudden, 
with the untimely passing 
of the town’s much-re-
spected postmaster Findlay 
Campbell.

At the moment, both 
Inveraray and Lochgilphead 

Possession of drugs
A 35-year-old man was found in possession 
of a small amount of cannabis a� er police 
searched him at Kilmory Industrial Estate, 
Lochgilphead at around 12.25pm on � ursday 
September 10. He was cautioned, charged and 
issued a recorded police warning.

Stopped and searched
Police stopped and searched a vehicle at about 
3pm on � ursday September 10 near Dalvore, 
Lochgilphead. � e driver, a man aged 20, was 

allegedly found in possession of a quantity of 
cannabis.  He was cautioned, charged and a re-
port will be submitted to the procurator � scal.

Reported to fi scal
A 19-year-old man was cautioned and 
charged by police a� er allegedly being found 
in possession of a small amount of cocaine 
on being searched at around midnight on 
Sunday September 13 at Coronation Terrace, 
Lochgilphead. A report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

are served by a mobile post of-
� ce van. In response to ques-
tions from the Argyllshire 
Advertiser about the progess 
being made in � nding replace-
ment operators for the Mid 
Argyll towns, a spokesperson 
for the Post O�  ce initially 
said that there was ‘no update 
at this stage’, but ‘the mobile 
Post O�  ce continues to serve 
Inveraray’.

A� er being pressed, the 
spokesperson later added: 
‘Post O�  ce Ltd is still ex-
amining all possibilities to 
enhance Post O�  ce service 

provision at Lochgilphead. � e 
vacancies for Lochgilphead 
and Inveraray are both adver-
tised on www.runaposto�  ce.
co.uk.’

In its online advertising, the 
Post O�  ce says of Inveraray 
and Lochgilphead: ‘Post O�  ce 
Ltd is looking for a successful 
retailer to incorporate a Post 
O�  ce Local into their existing 
or proposed business.’

� e closing date for appli-
cations for the Inveraray post 
o�  ce is January 30, 2021, while 
for Lochgilphead it is February 
26.
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‘Enough is enough’ - what our elected members say on the A83

and weeks, which is a hammer 
blow to the local economy.

‘�e situations that con-
stantly occur at Rest and be 
�ankful simply would not 
happen in any of the major 
routes in the central belt.’

Councillor Anne 
Horn, Kintyre and 
the Islands ward:
‘It is disappointing that there 
was another landslide on 
the A83, resulting in closure 

of the road and the ongoing 
inconvenience. I am grateful 
that the Scottish Government 
has committed to a new road 
to ensure that Argyll and Bute 
is open for business and to wel-
come tourists and people who 
wish to make their home here.

‘If Scotland had an oil fund, 
as in Norway, there would most 
likely have been a solution to 
the A83 issues many years ago 
but the Scottish Government 
must work within the budget 
set from Westminster and the 
restrictions that brings.’

Councillor Robin 
Currie, Kintyre and 
the Islands ward:
‘Argyll and Bute needs to stay 
connected to the rest of the 
country. To do that, we need 
a robust, reliable route to and 
from the central belt. It’s as 
simple as that.

‘It’s what brings people into 
the area and the area is the 
Argyll mainland and our 
many islands. It’s what keeps 
us in touch with our families 

and friends. It’s what gets 
us to and from all the other 
services we need, like medical 
appointments. It’s what carries 
so many of the goods and 
services we provide for other 
communities.

‘It’s our lifeline. It’s what we 
depend on day by day to keep 
going, to keep growing, to keep 
moving, to keep thriving, to 
survive. �at’s why we can’t af-
ford to wait any longer and the 
last few weeks have proved it. 
�e Scottish Government has 
made a commitment. What we 
need now is action.’

Donald Cameron, 
Highlands and 
Islands regional 
MSP:
‘Frankly, for far too long, the 
SNP government has adopted a 
“make do” approach to Argyll 
and Bute’s critical transport 
infrastructure.

‘�ey absolutely must now 
deliver the long-term, perma-
nent solution that local people 
are rightly demanding, and 
soon.’

The scene after the most recent landslide. Photograph: BEAR Scotland.

Anne Horn. Robin Currie. Donald Cameron.

An awareness of the reg-
ulations and good practice 
is also important so you 
know your stove is safe, 
compliant and e�cient. We 
o�er a high level of techni-
cal expertise working with 
both residential and com-
mercial projects. Our aim 
is to ensure that you end up 

with the right product for 
your individual require-
ments and an installation 
that will give years of good 
service.

Call us to discuss your  
ideas further on  

01631 720539 or go to  
www.backwoodsman-stoves.co.uk

Over the past 42 years 
Backwoodsman has been 
supplying stoves and chim-
neys to customers all over 
Argyll, Lochaber and the 
Inner and Outer Isles.  

Back in 1977 Andrew 
McIntyre founded the 
stove business in a spare 
bedroom in the family 
home. Backwoodsman 
has since grown up into a 
large industrial premises 
situated on the edge of 
Barcaldine forest and the 
company continues to be 
family run to this day.

We recognise that buying 
a stove can be a confusing 
and daunting experience so 
you will want to feel con�-
dent that you are making 
a good decision based on 
sound advice. Our many 
years in the stove industry 
gives us the knowledge 
and experience to guide 
you through the process. 
Backed by the high quality 
of Charnwood, Woodwarm 
and Morsø stoves and their 
excellent customer service, 
we are able to o�er stoves 
in a wide range of styles, 
prices and output sizes.

Make the right decision
Advertorial
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New owners ‘focused on saving’ 
prominent Ardrishaig building
New owners have begun work 
to stabilise the crumbling 
former Slainte Bar building in 
Ardrishaig – but the structure 
is still not safe from possible 
demolition.

� e prominent building, 
situated on the A83 where 
it incorporates Chalmers 
Street in the village – hit the 
headlines in 2019 when major 
defects were uncovered as the 
previous owner of the majority 
of the building prepared for 
renovation work.

� e structure was deemed 
‘dangerous’ in May 2019 a� er 
inspection by architects and in 
consultation with Argyll and 
Bute Council building control 
and safety cordons placed 
around it.

Last Friday, September 

Work begins by Bluevale 
Structures Ltd to 
stabilise the property. 

11, Greg and Harold Wylie 
took joint ownership of the 
property and appointed their 
Glasgow-based � rm, Bluevale 
Structures Ltd, as main con-
tractor for the works.

Greg told the Advertiser: 
‘We can con� rm that we have 
purchased the full building. 
Bluevale Structures Ltd is a 
family-run business owned 
and operated by Harold Wylie, 
managing director and myself 
as commercial and estimating 
director.

‘Bluevale, however, is only 
the main contractor for the 
project and this is a private 
development for us.’

Mr Wylie continued: ‘We 
have started phase one of our 
works, which will involve car-
rying out emergency repairs 
and removing any unsafe 
elements from the building to 
avoid any further deterioration 

and/or potential for collapse.
‘On Friday September 11 we 

commenced installing a struc-
tural shoring and propping 
system that will support all 
internal � oors and the external 
walls. � e main objective of 
this phase is to stabilise the 
building and make the full site 
safe for the public, surround-
ing neighbours and Bluevale 
operatives.

‘� e development currently 
has planning consent for res-
idential and retail and should 
we be successful in saving the 
structure then we currently 
have no intention of changing 
its end use. We still have sev-
eral meetings, discussions and 
approvals to seek from both 
Argyll and Bute planning and 
building standards depart-
ments and will be taking our 
lead from these departments 
in terms of what options are 

available for the development.
‘� ough Bluevale Structures 

does carry out demolitions, our 
core business is saving build-
ings and we have successfully 
helped revive, save and develop 
a number of iconic buildings 

from Glasgow through to 
Aberdeen and beyond.’

Mr Wylie said that he was 
‘not 100 per cent sure at this 
stage’ of being able to save 
the building from demolition, 
but added: ‘We can con� rm 

to all in the community in 
Ardrishaig that we are 100 per 
cent focused on saving this 
building and trying to restore 
some normality to this end of 
Chalmers Street as quickly as 
possible.

‘Should anyone have any 
issues regarding this site please 
do not hesitate to contact our 
team at head o�  ce on 0141 
550 328 or, out of hours, the 
emergency numbers displayed 
on site notice boards.’

Local energy charity 
ALIenergy has started a new, 
two year project, working 
with Home Energy Scotland, 
funded by the Energy Industry 
Voluntary Redress Scheme – 
www.energyredress.org.uk. 
Argyll Energy Advice Service 
delivers a home energy advice 
service to households across all 
of Argyll & Bute. Assistance is 
available for anyone su� ering 
from fuel poverty with special 
focus on o� -gas households, 
which are o� en particularly 
badly a� ected by fuel poverty 
due to reliance on more ex-
pensive heating types such as 
electric heating with punitive 
restrictive meter tari� s. 
Households will be supported 
to access alternative suppliers, 
meters, or tari� s, implement 
energy saving measures and 
behaviours, access schemes 
and reduce bills using a mix 
of telephone advice, home 
visits (as soon as COVID-19 
restrictions allow), and drop-
in events. 

Argyll has one of the high-
est levels of fuel poverty in 
Europe, due to poor housing, 
high energy prices, lack of 
mains gas, low wages, vulnera-
ble demographics, bad weather 
and exposure. Fuel poverty 

a� ects 1 in 3 households across 
Argyll. � e Argyll area is the 
second largest local authority 
in Scotland, covering 9% of 
Scotland, and is particularly 
challenging: 96% of the area 
and 45% of its population 
is classed as ‘remote rural’, 
tending to fall through policy 
gaps, and poorly represented 
in standard household indi-
cators. Many households are 
isolated or inaccessible and 
17% are on 23 inhabited is-
lands. ALIenergy’s A� ordable 
Warmth Advisors are available 
to help households struggling 
to meet the cost of heating their 
home comfortably. Recent 
cases have seen householders 
receiving boiler replacements 

free of charge and hundreds of 
pounds saved from switching 
electricity tari� s.  

Fuel poverty kills six people 
in Scotland every day of winter 
and increased levels of fuel 
poverty will result in more 
deaths. In an area like Argyll 
which is heavily dependent on 
tourism, hospitality and sea-
sonal work, it’s very likely the 
knock-on e� ects of lockdown 
will see an increased number 
of households with less income 
this winter.  

“ALIenergy handled every 
step of the process on my be-
half, without them I wouldn’t 
have received my new boiler, 
secondary glazing and fridge.” 
Mrs B, Oban.

ALIenergy aims to help families 
affected by fuel poverty

Advertorial
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Pandemic fails to stop youthful 
fundraisers
� ere was no stopping a 
determined bunch of Mid 
Argyll pals as they walked 
miles for a good cause.

The pals get ready to set o� . 

Tramping past Cairnbaan in the sunshine.

It was a� er 11-year-old Cole 
Houston learned all about 
charities earlier this year at 
Ardrishaig Primary School 

that he decided to do a spon-
sored walk to raise money for 
a cancer charity.

Cole asked his friends if they 
would like to join in, and the 
youthful fundraisers were all 
set for their seven-mile walk 
back in April, but corona-
virus restrictions made this 
impossible.

Glorious weather
A� er waiting patiently 

through lockdown, they 
managed to � nally complete 
their walk from Ardrishaig 
to Bellanoch on Sunday 
September 6, in glorious 
weather.

Aged between eight and 
13 years of age, taking part 
in the hike were Ardrishaig 
Primary School pupils Cole 
Houston, Nell Houston, 
Alex Airlie, Rudi Campbell, 
Cameron Gilmour, Steven 

Johnson-Dale, Lexie Houston 
and Blair Houston along with 
Lochgilphead High School 
pupil Maisie Gilmour.

Cole’s mum Kirsteen said: 
‘Cole and his friends had a 
great day. 

‘� ey thoroughly enjoyed it 
and Cole was made up by the 
amount of money they have 
raised.’

So far the kids have 
raised £700 (and rising) for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

� ere is still time to donate 
to their e� orts – visit the 
Just Giving site and search 
for Kirsteen Houston and 
the fundraising page called 
‘Let’s raise some money!!’ 
will pop up.

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

GREAT “70” REG DEALS IN STOCK! 
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLLDELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL
GREAT “70” REG DEALS IN STOCK! 
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

All-new 208 Allure Premium PureTech 100
 Metallic paint, 10 inch touch screen, satellite navigation, Car Play, active safety brake, 

2 tone alloys, parking sensors.

From only £259 per month 
Includes £1600 Peugeot deposit contribution
£1600 customer initial payment. Optional � nal payment.

All-new 2008 Allure BlueHDI 100
 Metallic paint, Car Play, Peugeot 3D i-cockpit, 2 tone alloys, parking sensors, 

active safety brake, LED lighting. 

From only £326 per month 
Includes £1500 Peugeot deposit contribution
£2000 customer initial payment. Optional � nal payment.
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We realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think we have made a signi� cant mistake and you wish to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk 
or � e Editor, 44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB

Sacri� cing the union
Sir,
� e current Tory administration, in its haste 
to get out of the EU at any cost, proposes, in 
its Internal Market Bill, to ride roughshod over 
Scotland’s and Wales’s devolved responsibilities.

Wales’s Counsel General Jeremy Miles says of 
the Internal Market Bill: ‘� e UK Government 
plans to sacri� ce the future of the union by steal-
ing powers from the devolved administrations.’

From Scotland’s First Minister and leader of 
the Scottish National Party: ‘More and more 
this is not about independence versus the status 
quo of devolution. It’s about independence as 
the only way to protect the Scottish Parliament 
from being undermined and its powers eroded.’

She continues: ‘Added to all of the above, this is 
a bill that, by the government’s own admission, 
breaks international law.’

Surely it is time for Scotland, and for Argyll 
and Bute, to consider its position. � e UK is a 
busted � ush, carelessly and incompetently led 
by Prime Minister Johnson and his compliant 
cabinet, all of whom bear collective responsibil-
ity for the international disgrace and dishonour 
done to all of us by a government for which we 
did not vote.

Mary MacCallum Sullivan, Ardrishaig

Scottish � scal de� cit 
overstated
Sir,
Once again the GERS � gures (Government 
Expenditure and Revenue Scotland) have been 

released. It estimates the revenue raised in 
Scotland and the goods and services provided 
for the bene� t of Scotland.

Just how accurate are these � gures?
It should be noted that Scottish GDP is not 

determinable with any accuracy because much 
of the data required to calculate it such as taxes, 
imports, exports, investment, savings and 
more besides, is simply not reliably available 
for Scotland and is instead based on estimates 
provided from London.

Scottish VAT is declared on the whole of 
UK VAT returns: no-one knows how much is 
due for Scotland. GERS compares tax paid in 
Scotland with spend for Scotland. � at means 
the following are ignored:

Scottish income taxed outside Scotland such 
as rents, interest, pro� ts, royalties and maybe 
more, all of which can be signi� cant; tax paid 
on providing the bene� ts for people in Scotland 
when that spend occurred outside Scotland; tax 
paid on the multiplier bene� t in the spend out-
side Scotland nonetheless charged to Scotland.

It allocates £3.4bn for Scotland’s share of 
military spending as part of the UK. Compare 
this with Ireland which, in October 2019, an-
nounced that its defence budget for 2020 would 
just exceed €1bn.

We are also allocated the following, over which 
we have no say:

 £4.5bn to service Westminster debt.
 £1.8bn for UK ‘service costs’.
 £966m for ‘international services’.
� e result is a system designed to overstate the 

Scottish � scal de� cit.
GERS tells us nothing about how an independ-

ent Scotland would fare or even run its a� airs.
It does, however, tell us how Westminster-

linked organisations would like us to be seen.
Elaine Mackenzie, Tarbert.

The Rest – upgrade Glen Croe 
forest road as alternative
Sir,
In response to the open letter to Government 
regarding the Rest and be � ankful and 
Councillor Alastair Redman’s letter in the 
Argyllshire Advertiser on August 14, I would 
just like to explain to government, councillors 
and readers that years ago the Argyll Timber 
Transport Group proposed and costed the 
upgrading of the forest road on the other side of 
Glen Croe as the sensible, safe, low cost solution. 
 At that time, from memory, the cost was 
estimated at £1.9 million; much, much less than 
has been spent on consultants’ fees, engineering 
works – which have not solved the problem – 
upgrading the old military road and generous 
payments in cash and kind to local landowners.

Surely it was in the realms of common sense 
that Scottish ministers for transport and 
connectivity could agree this simple � x with 
Scottish ministers for rural a� airs.

Scottish ministers own the land involved.
I strongly urge the Scottish government to 

adopt this solution, which it would deliver by 
Easter 2021 if it started now, and when everyone 
wishes to see action, and everyone is willing to 
work together.

When we have this new, safe, road and Argyll 

Fresh ideas
The current spate of A83 landslides began 
in 2007. That’s 13 years ago.

The same year, Transport Scotland 
commissioned a study on options for new 
Forth crossings. The £1.5 billion Queensfer-
ry Crossing was opened in 2017.

Procurement for M8 and M73 improve-
ments started in 2011, and the £500 million 
projects completed in 2017.

The Aberdeen bypass was approved by 
ministers in 2009 and opened last year, 
costing approximately £1 billion.

Argyll has not been deemed important 
enough by politicians for real investment, 
yet our main road artery – relatively more 
important than the M8 – has been unrelia-
ble and dangerous for 13 years.

We started our ‘Invest in the Rest’ cam-
paign four years ago, and shied away from 
emphasising the danger aspect lest we be 
accused of scaremongering – despite the 
fact that a motorist was lucky to escape a 
landslide earlier that year.

But someone will, eventually, be seriously 
hurt.

We need to think beyond the A83, 
however, if Argyll is to emerge from our 
slide into social and economic torpor.

It requires energy and ambition. We need 
to lift our heads, ask bright young engi-
neers, local folk and business people what 
they think. We must look at alternative 
means of funding. We need fresh ideas.



� e Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 18 September 2020 YOUR VIEWS  7

CONTAC TUS
The Argyllshire Advertiser 
44 Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead PA31 8NB
Phone: 01546 602345

Chief Reporter:
Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.
co.uk

Reporter:
Rachel Carruthers
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.
co.uk

Head o�  ce:
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin
Industrial Estate,
Oban, PA34 4 HB

� e Editor welcomes letters and 
emails for publication, however 
we reserves the right to shorten, 
amend or refuse to print them. 
Names and addresses MUST be 
supplied to indicate good faith, 
although details can be withheld 
from publication. Phone 
numbers, if available, should be 
included. Anonymous letters 
will not be considered.  Please 
write to: Letters, � e Argyllshire 
Advertiser 44 Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead PA31 8NB. 
Email editor@
argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

YOUR PICTURES
is open 24/7 all year round every year, we can go 
back and examine the wasted time and wasted 
money and try to learn, going forward, to see 
the wood and the trees and not to put lives and 
businesses at risk.

J R Dixon, Cairnbaan

A vital lifeline for children
Sir,
As a volunteer for the NSPCC’s Childline ser-
vice I have seen � rst-hand how lockdown has 
impacted a generation of children. Combined 
with the closure of schools and the lack of con-
tact with their usual support networks, many 
already vulnerable children have been placed at 
increased risk of mental health di�  culties.

Since lockdown began, Childline has deliv-
ered more than 2,600 counselling sessions to 
children in Scotland for support with mental 
and emotional health issues, including suicidal 
thoughts and feelings.

It is vital that children know we are still here 
for them and that Childline can continue to 
provide a vital lifeline for them.

� is is why I am appealing to your readers to 
remember us in their wills in the wake of last 
week’s Remember a Charity Week. 

As we move from crisis to recovery, we need 
your help to continue to support children dur-
ing this challenging, ever-changing situation 
and beyond.

To � nd out how you can help, please call 020 
7825 2505 or visit nspcc.org.uk/guardian

Kat McMahon – Volunteer for NSPCC
Scotland’s Childline service

� is week’s featured photograph is one of our own at 
the Advertiser. � e heather was in full bloom while 
we were witnessing the damage at the Rest and be 
� ankful, so we couldn’t resist something a little less 

prosaic and literal than more commonly used images 
for the paper.

Send your favourite photographs for publication to 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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Bonded by strength, positivity – and singing in the bathroom
� e irrepresible Yvie Young 
has been beating the lock-
down blues, by singing in her 
bathroom.

� e Lochgilphead nurse is a 
member of the brand new Beat 
It choir, set up at the beginning 
of coronavirus lockdown by 
STV entertainment reporter 
Laura Boyd and singing coach 
Shona Brown.

Beat It is a virtual choir for 
those not only living with 
cancer, but also for anyone 
who has been touched by the 
illness. It is designed to bring 
people together in this ongoing 
time of isolation.

It was Laura, who says she 
‘loves singing’ who came up 
with the idea. A� er throwing 
out the idea on social media, 
she says she was ‘blown away’ 
by the response.

Laura explained: ‘I was 
contacted by the husband of a 
lady called Shona Brown, who 
runs SoundRoutes and has just 
come through cancer herself. 
He suggested she could be a 
good person to have involved, 

STV’s Laura Boyd loves to sing.

and he was right.’ It is a decade 
since Laura was diagnosed 
with cancer – chronic myeloid 
leukaemia – and lives today on 
constant medication to keep 
the disease at bay.

Shona was diagnosed with 
breast cancer two years ago, 
when her daughter was eight 
months old, and said: ‘I knew 

I wanted to work on a project 
like this and when I heard that 
Laura was looking to start a 
choir for people who have been 
a� ected by cancer I had to get 
in touch.

‘As a musician and choir 
leader I know the power that 
music has to heal and li�  our 
spirits. I hope that this can 

help people reach out to each 
other during this especially 
challenging time and bring us 
some much-needed joy.’

Members don’t have to be 
able to sing, as it is all about 
having fun, and joining those 
in a similar boat – and that is 
what drew Yvie to join in.

Yvie herself has gone through 

breast cancer treatment, and 
has been a powerful cam-
paigner and fundraiser for the 
Beatson Cancer Charity and 
other good causes.

Last year she bared all – in 
the best possible taste – as part 
of the Brave to Bare event in 
Glasgow in aid of Rainbow 
Valley.

� e 46-year-old explained: ‘I 
am the only Mid Argyll mem-
ber in the choir, but a couple of 
the ladies who I did Brave to 
Bare with are also members.

‘When Laura Boyd got in 
touch about the choir it was 
a no-hesitation ‘yes’. � e 
connections I have made with 
people following my cancer 

Members of the Beat It choir during a Zoom rehearsal.
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Bonded by strength, positivity – and singing in the bathroom
Yvie Young. 

51_a38YvieYoung01

Shona Brown, who runs SoundRoutes, in pre-lockdown 
action. 

diagnosis is amazing and they 
will be friends for life.’

�e members, primarily but 
not exclusively ladies, meet 
remotely on Monday evenings 
via Zoom.

Yvie explained: ‘We rehearse 
our parts online then record 
our song in our own homes. 
Laura advised us to do the 
recording in our bathrooms 
because the acoustics are bet-
ter, so I had fun setting up my 
phone, which involved boxes, a 
tin of soup and an elastic band, 
all balancing precariously on 
my bathroom window sill.’

She added: ‘I love being a part 
of the choir, it’s so heartwarm-
ing and is de�nitely bene�cial 
for your health and wellbeing.

‘We’ve been brought together 
through di�cult circumstanc-
es and have bonded so well due 
to the strength and positivity 
the group emits.’

�e 30-strong choir recently 

released a video of their debut 
recording Don’t Give Up On 
Me, created from footage 
recorded during their online 
recording sessions.

‘Our �rst recording has 
gone amazingly well, so we’ll 
continue to entertain the 
world. Next on the agenda is 
a Christmas song,’ revealed 
Yvie.

She added: ‘I’m so looking 
forward to the day we can all 
meet up and sing as a group. It 
goes without saying the choir 
has made life during lockdown 
more bearable.’

For more information on 
the choir, visit the soun-
droutessingers.com/beat-it/ 
website.

And Yvie already has her 
next challenge in her sights – 
400,000 steps in October for 
Breast Cancer Now during 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
month. Watch this space.

Dedicated 
fundraiser Yvie 
took part in the 
2019 Brave to Bare 
in Glasgow, in aid 
of Rainbow Valley. 
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A reason for living
A view by health and wellbeing campaigner Barabel McKay, 
chairwoman of the Mid Argyll-based Health and Care Group.

Sometimes things do not 
work out as planned. In days 
gone by, children admitted to 
hospital were denied visitors 
because they became so upset 
when they le�.

�eir distress disrupted 
the ward routine and, it was 
thought, their recovery. It 
took a determined e�ort 
by an organisation called 
the Welfare of Children in 
Hospital to gain the right 
of parents to support their 
children. Long term research 
showed that the emotion 
shown helped to guard them 
against mental health prob-
lems in the future. It even 
hastened their discharge. 
Being docile and compliant 
was not a good sign.

Now there is a campaign to 
remove restrictions on family 
carers supporting those with 
dementia in hospital or care 
homes. It was named a�er 
a man called John, who was 
living happily with dementia. 
His daughter describes a 
hospital stay with restricted 
visiting as cutting the deli-
cate threads that linked him 
to this world.

During the pandemic this 
organisation has been hearing 
harrowing personal experi-
ences. Sometimes callers don’t 
even give their names while 
they share grief, damage, be-
wilderment, despair and feel-
ings of guilt. �e organisers say 
that, in the name of infection 
control, great damage is being 
in�icted, and not just to people 
with dementia. Mothers are 
having to give birth without 
a partner, patients are given 
terminal diagnosis without 
immediate support of friends 
or family. �ey are seeking a 
judicial review.

�is current situation is a 
nightmare for those in author-
ity. �e fear of our politicians is 
that by li�ing restrictions they 
would be seen to be standing 
by and watching the deaths 
of tens of thousands. You can 
understand their di�culty 
–  we are all too ready to seek 
someone to blame.

John’s campaign highlights 
that deaths from dementia 
have risen more than 50 per 
cent in the last six months. 
�ey say that people can die 
from heartbreak, and that is 

certainly true of babies. A 
well-known study showed 
that newborns deprived of 
consistent loving contact 
did not thrive and their 
death rate was signi�cantly 
higher than those who had 
sustained love. We have 
talked before of the impor-
tance of having a reason for 
living. With no end in sight, 
there will be many others 
who feel that the continued 
collapse of daily habits and 
the support systems they 
had built up erodes their 
will to keep going.

How can we achieve the 
balance between doing 
no damage to others 
while making our own 
life and death decisions? 
Perhaps a start might be 
Mary MacCallum’s plea 
in last week’s Argyllshire 
Advertiser letters page – 
‘nothing about us without 
us’.

Barabel McKay. 

Council wins timber 
transport roads funding
Argyll and Bute Council  has 
again made a successful appli-
cation for funding to upgrade 
roads used for timber extrac-
tion, this year receiving £1.227 
million from the Scottish 
Timber Transport Scheme 
(STTS).

Funding from the STTS has 
been used to complement the 
investment made by Argyll 
and Bute Council for roads 
surfacing and reconstruction 
over the last few years.

�e local authority’s envi-
ronment, development and 
infrastructure committee last 
week also heard that capital 
works for roads reconstruction 
and footway schemes for 
2020/21 have been revised as 
a result of delays caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

No surface dressing work 
will be carried out this year. 
�is is normally done over the 
summer when warmer temper-
atures so�en the underlying 
road material allowing stone 
chips to become bedded in.

Instead the revised pro-
gramme will include a mix 

of traditional resurfacing, 
surface dressing preparatory 
works and in situ recycling, 
involving breaking up the old 
road surface and adding other 
materials so that the road can 
be re-laid. �is method is 
particularly suitable for road-
works on islands as it requires 
transporting fewer materials 
and is less reliant on ferries, is 
more environmentally friendly 
and provides best value.

�e surface dressing pro-
gramme will carry forward 
into the next �nancial year.

Councillor Robin Currie, 
policy lead for housing, roads 
and infrastructure services, 
said: ‘During the Covid-19 

pandemic we had to change 
the way we worked and it 
wasn’t possible to focus on the 
large-scale road programmes 
we’d originally planned. We 
are now in the position to start 
work again, and despite the 
lateness in the year, can still 
deliver a substantial amount 
of the planned work.

‘�e funding from the STTS 
is a welcome addition to our 
investment in roads capital 
works, which in recent years 
has made an improvement 
in our network. At the same 
time, we continue to invest 
in day-to-day maintenance 
work like patching and �lling 
potholes.’

The council received £1.227m from  STTS.
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Great aunt Nancy remembered with love
Helen Manson from Stirling 
will visit Achnabreac cemetery 
this weekend with her family 
to quietly remember a much-
loved great aunt.

Ardrishaig resident Nancy 
McCallum would have turned 
100 years of age on September 
17 but unfortunately passed 
away in May, at the height of 
coronavirus lockdown.

In light of government 
restrictions on the number 
of people allowed to attend 
funerals and with her closest 
family overseas, she was laid 
to rest with no funeral service 
and few people present to pay 
respects.

Upset at being unable to 
attend, Helen contacted the 
Advertiser to pay tribute to her 
great aunt.

Helen wrote: ‘I have found it 
so hard, as we couldn’t attend 
her funeral. �ere was no 
service in church and only one 
person at her grave, while her 
sons had to arrange the funeral 
from Canada. I’m sure many 
others have had to do this too 
at this time.

‘�ough I am her grand 
niece, she grew up with my 
mum, so I saw a lot of her.

‘Myself, my daughters and 
their families will go up to the 

cemetery near her birthday 
this weekend to remember her.’

Helen shared some memories 
in tribute to her great aunt 
Nancy:

‘Her name was Agnes, known 
as ‘Nancy’ McCallum and she 
stayed at 30 Glenfyne Park.

‘She was born in Bridgeton, 
Glasgow on September 17, 
1920, the 12th child of the 
family. My grandfather was 
her oldest brother and most 
of her older siblings were 
working by the time she was 
school age. Her mother had 
her own business too, so 
between all this Nancy wanted 
for nothing. My mum said she 
went to trade balls and the like, 
and had a tiara when she was 
18 years old, which I think was 
quite something.

‘When the war started she 
joined up, and quickly became 
a sergeant.

‘She o�en spoke about how 
a direct hit with a bomb killed 
nine of her girls when it hit 
their barracks. She spoke of 
this into her 90s and it still 
a�ected her then.

‘She met the lovely Duncan, 
my favourite uncle. He was a 
gem of a man and he adored 
her .

‘A�er being the cook and 

living at Inverneill,  they even-
tually ended up in Glenfyne 
Park, Ardrishaig – one of the 
�rst families there. �e boys, 
Peter and Sandy (both in 
Canada for many years) grew 
up in Glenfyne Park.

‘Duncan was a planning 

o�cer at Kilmory and Nancy 
helped out at the Boys Brigade 
and took children to the Mod.

‘�ey had a shop on the 
Crinan Canal bank for many 
years before turning it into a 
holiday home.

‘Both retired and they 

enjoyed lovely jaunts and 
holidays but Duncan had a 
heart problem and he died 
fairly suddenly when he was 
about 72. We all thought that 
Nancy would soon follow, but 
she picked herself up and got 
on with winning trophies at 

the bowling and helping out 
at galas and women’s groups. 
She travelled to Vancouver 
and Toronto to see her family 
several times.

‘She did not su�er fools 
gladly, but had a great sense of 
humour.’

Nancy McCallum.

A BRIGHTER 
FUTURE IS IN 
SIGHT, IF WE 
DO THIS RIGHT.
STICK WITH IT SCOTLAND, 
FOR YOURSELVES AND EACH OTHER.

All that time spent. All those efforts made. All those 
tears shed. Let’s not go backwards. The more we stick 
to the coronavirus guidance now, the sooner we can 
move forwards, as one, to better days.
#WeAreScotland
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Inspirational Argyll - an open artist’s paradise
Some strange red dots have 
been spotted around Argyll 
in recent weeks.

� ey pointed the way to 
artists’ studios, all of whom 
took part in August’s annual 
open studio event, where 
artists welcomed visitors.

� e August event is organ-
ised each year by Artmap 
Argyll, a member-run 
organisation and artists’ 
network throughout the 
region, and the 2020 event 
has been hailed as a great 
success despite the limiting 
factor of the pandemic.

Tayvallich artist Susan 
Berry, suitably prepared 
to welcome visitors. 

Lucy Gray and Ewan Munro get behind the event. 

Louise Oppenheimer at 
work. 

Artists were able to provide 
social distancing to allow an 
insight into the strange and 
wonderful world in which they 
work and were delighted with 
the response from the public.

With a myriad of stunning 
locations in Argyll it is easy 
to see from where many draw 
their inspiration.

Visitors discovered what the 
working day looks like for an 
artist living and working in 
Argyll. � e lovely thing about 
open studios is getting to take 
a peek inside the life of an 
artist, as well as at their work.

� ere is, for example, a cosy 
mobile studio near Croabh 
Haven, converted barns, out-
buildings, conservatories and 
cafes.

� ere are paint splatters, 
patina and colour tests and 
work incorporating natural 
materials including ink made 
from alder bark, paper from a 
wasps’ nest and even soil.

Whether it’s textiles, wood, 
ceramics or multi-media 
collage, each artist uses tradi-
tional techniques and cra� s to 
create pieces that are sculptur-
al and beautiful.

Lesley Carruthers works 
with acrylics and alcohol inks 
to achieve her striking images. 
Ross Ryan is known for his 
bright pastel and mixed media 
pieces which usually focus on 
the sea and his relationship 
with it.

Louise Oppenheimer is a 
weaver working from her 
studio overlooking Dunadd. 
She achieves subtle gradients 
of colour through blending 
multiple � ne strands of yarn. 
Her work o� en focuses on 
woodlands and water.

Lynn McGregor uses strong 

blocks of colour, shapes and 
textures to depict the Argyll 
landscape and Lizzie Rose 
uses her � uid style to evoke the 
landscape.

Melanie Chmielewska is 
a sculptor who’s work o� en 
portrays life in the sea.

Given Argyll’s incredible 
biodiversity it is no wonder 
that many of our artists o� en 
look to wildlife for their inspi-
ration. � e artists capture this 
magic in their work to bring 
life to paper and in stone. � ey 

o� en play with scale – looking 
much more closely than you 
might expect. � is can give 
surprising results and reveal 
new forms and images within 
the original subject.

� ere is so much person-
ality in each of Jane Smith’s 
screenprints. Each one is a 
glimpse into the behaviours 
and habitats of the wildlife she 
studies.

Caroline Hunter is known 
for painting stormy seas as 
well as still lifes.

Strong colours are the 
signature in Caroline 
Plummer’s studio. Susan 
Berry is widely known for 
her otters, native � owers, 
woodlands, meadows and 
seascapes.

Nils Aksnes is a photogra-
pher who not only works 
in pinhole photography, he 
actually builds the cameras 
too!

Other venues included the 
NTS gardens at Arduaine 
and Crarae with stun-
ning woodland gardens, 
Himalayan planting and 
tumbling waterfalls were 
also venues; the SNH Art 
Trail at the Mill in the an-
cient woodlands at Taynish; 
while Loch Melfort Hotel 
was a great stopover for 
lunch and dinner, o� ering 
amazing views from the 
terrace. All of the artists and 
venues who opened their 
studios this year followed 
government guidelines and 
worked to ensure a safe en-
vironment during the event.

Follow them on the 
www.artmapargyll.co.uk- 
Instagram and Facebook.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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Virtually 
Kiltwalking 
for Enable
�e odd rain shower – or more 
accurately downpour – was 
never going to put o� Team 
Enable as folk set o� on their 
sponsored walk as part of the 
Virtual Kiltwalk Weekend.

Including personal assistants 
from the Enable charity along 
with service users and sup-
porters, the group of around 
20 set o� from the Riverside 
on Saturday September 12.

Enable works across Scotland 
to improve the lives of people 
with learning disabilities.

�e hardy walkers were 
piped o� in �ne style by pipers 
Rod and JoJo Buchanan as 
they set o� to the Crinan 
Canal to walk the towpath 

Iain and Grant MacDougall, all set for the o�. 51_a38EnableWalk01

to Cairnbaan and back. �e 
Cairnbaan Hotel laid on 
food, while the Sweetie Jar in 
Lochgilphead donated a good-
ie bag for everyone taking 
part.

And there was a nice surprise 
at Cairnbaan, where the Easy 
Club musicians were waiting 
to play a cheery tune or two.

Organiser Fiona Isles said: 
‘I would like to thank once 
again the Cairnbaan Hotel, 
the Sweetie Jar, our pipers and 
the Easy Club.’

If anyone would like to make 
a donation to help the hardy 
Kiltwalkers, they can do this 
online via the Team Enable 
Kiltwalk supporters’ pages.

The walkers gather ahead of their trek to Cairnbaan. 51_a38EnableWalk04

Sharon Williamson and Eileen MacLachlan are all smiles. 
51_a38EnableWalk07

And they’re o�...51_a38EnableWalk08



Sponsored by 
NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. 
Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 
for your 
insurance needs

� e Scottish Government 
launched a pilot grant 
scheme called the Sustainable 
Agriculture Capital Grant 
Scheme on Monday September 
7.

� e scheme o� ers capital 
grant funding of up to £20,000 
for farmers and cro� ers to buy 
speci� c items of agricultural 
equipment to support them 
in the delivery of direct 
greenhouse gas reductions on 
Scottish farms and cro� s.

� is in turn will help 
Scotland deliver on its highly 
ambitious statutory climate 
change targets as well in the 
majority of cases delivering 
improvement in air and water 
quality or animal welfare. 
� e grants are funded by the 
Scottish Government.

Full details on eligibility and 

Call: 01631 565011

    SPECIAL JANUARY OFFERS
 
2019 New Polaris Ranger XP1000, Full cab, Heater, Front rack, 
Nerf bars, Choice of 3 £17,500 + vat

2019 New Polaris Ranger Diesel, Half cab, £12,000 + vat

2019 New Polaris Ranger 570, Half cab, Choice of 2 £8,000 + vat

2019 New Polaris Sportsman X2, Road legal lights, 
Power steering £7,000 + vat

2014 Suzuki Kingquad 500 EPS, 1000 hours  £3,750 + vat

2014 Yamaha Grizzly 550, 600 hours £3,500 + vat

*0% FINANCE AVAILABLE ON NEW MACHINES*, 
ALL MACHINES IN STOCK,  PLEASE CALL TO ARRANGE A DEMONSTRATION

*Finance is subject to approval 

ARGYLL’S LEADING FARMING MACHINERY DEALER
Covering the west coast of Scotland for all your ATV, Agricultural, Marine & Plant needs

Get in touch for the latest deals on 
Polaris, Landini, Takeuchi and 

McCormick - great trade-in offers

Glenshellach Road, Oban, PA34 4BH     Tel: 01631 358007

how to apply is available at 
https://www.ruralpayments.
org/

AN OVERVIEW
� e Sustainable Agriculture 

Capital Grant Scheme pro-
vides grant funding for farm-
ers and cro� ers to purchase 
speci� c items of agricultural 
equipment.

� is is a pilot grant scheme. 
� e scheme opened for appli-
cations on Monday September 
7 and closes to applications 
midnight Sunday October 11.

� e main objectives/expected 
outcomes of the scheme is to:

 protect and improve the 
natural environment

 reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from farming 
operations

 support sustainable 
farming

 support sustainable land 
use

� e capital items that can 
be applied for through the 
SACGS have been chosen for 
their e� ectiveness in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions as 
well supporting sustainable 
farming, by improving land 
and livestock management.

� e Sustainable Agriculture 
Capital Grant Scheme will 
o� er grants based on standard 
costs. � e use of standard costs 
will reduce the burden on 
farmers and cro� ers as they 
are not required to submit 
quotes with applications. � is 
approach will provide a more 
straightforward application for 
farmers, cro� ers and SGRPID.

For more visit: https://
n e w s . g o v . s c o t / n e w s /
rural-role-in-green-recovery

Capital funding of up to 
£20,000 for farmers ’
going green’

Around the markets

Millknowe Garage, 
Campbeltown, Argyll
Tel: 01586 553624
Fax: 01586 554923

Agricultural Engineers
www.glensidetractors.co.uk
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United Auctions, Dalmally, Saturday 
September 12: sold 8147 Lambs & 
Sheep of all classes. This sale included 
the Principal Dalmally Sale for Blackface 
Wedder lambs. The 6723 Blackface 
Wedder lambs averaged £53.05 (+ £14.03) 
per head and 190.7 pence per kilo (+ 
53.1p). All lambs (7325) averaged £53.53 
(+£13.67) per head or 191.98 (+52.76p) 
pence per kilo. 
The entry of Blackface Wedder Lambs 
attracted the largest attendance of 
buyers ever seen at this centre for this 
sale. Overall, an excellent selection 
of stock sold extremely well which 
resulted in a tremendous atmosphere 
at the centre whilst obeying all Covid19 
restrictions.

Leading Prices per head
Lambs – BF - £76.00, Stone� eld; 

£73.50, Achnaba; £72.00, Clachan; 
£66.50, Glenfalloch; £66.50, Craig; 
£66.00, Inernahyle; £66.00, Innisaig; 
£65.50, Millpark; £65.50, Saulmore; 
£64.50, Castles; £64.50, Glenfeochan; 
£64.50, Acharonich; £64.50, Scallasaig; 
£63.50, Dall; £63.00, Corrylorn; £62.50, 
Tullich Farmers; £62.50, Innisaig; £62.50, 
Tullochcan; £62.50, Fearnoch; £62.50, 
Lurignish; £62.00, Benmore; £61.50, 
Achnaba; £61.50, Duncroisk; £61.00, 
Bragleenmore; £61.00, Clachan. Su� X 
- £76.00, Glenbrook; £63.50, Balnahard. 
BeltX - £61.00, Dunans. TexX - £90.00, 
Dunans; £90.00, Stone� eld; £81.00, Tullich 
Farmers; £79.50, £78.00, Stone� eld; 
£76.00, Craig; £70.00, Ardachuple; £70.00, 
Drumclach. Chev - £74.00, 1 Savary; 
£71.00, Keppochan; £67.00, Auchreoch; 
£65.00, Kingairloch; £65.00, 1 Savary; 

£60.00, Glenbrooke. Cross - £74.00, 
Dunans; £70.50, Glenbrooke; £66.00, 
Home Farm, Kilberry. Mule - £75.50, 
Stone� eld; £74.00, Glenshellach. 

Feeding Ewes – TexX - £76.00, £60.00, 
Silvercraigs. Chev - £62.00, 1 Savery; 
£56.50, Kingairloch. Cross - £51.00, 
Kingairloch. BF - £46.00, £38.50, 
Woodside Croft.   

Leading Prices per Kilo
Lambs – BF – 219p, Ormsary Farmers; 

217p, Littleport; 212p, Ormsary Farmers; 
211p, Tullich Farmers; 209p, Duncroisk; 
209p, Balnahard; 207p, Scallasaig; 205p, 
Creaganterve Beg; 204p, Machrins; 202p, 
Brackley; 201p, Bragleenmore; 200p, 
Littleport; 200p, Garrogie; 200p, Dunans; 
200p, Dall; 200p, Drissaig; 200p, Glenbeg. 
Su� X – 215p, Balnahard. BeltX – 218p, 
Dunans. TexX – 232p, Ardachuple; 223p, 
221p, Glenshellach; 220p, Home Farm; 
218p, Silvercraigs; 216p, Stone� eld; 214p, 
Brenchoille; 214p, Craig; 212p, Stone� eld; 
212p, Brenhoille; 210p, Evanachan. 
Chev – 245p, Glenbrooke; 225p, Brackley; 
217p, 1 Savary; 211p, Brackley; 211p, 1 
Savary.  Cross – 258p, Evanachan; 234p, 
Brenchoille; 220p, Home Farm. Mule – 
215p, Stone� eld.

Oban – United Auctions, Oban,Tuesday 
September 8: sold 5130 Lambs & Feeding 
Sheep which included the Premier Oban 
Sale of 2495 BF Wedder Lambs which 
averaged £48.80 (+£15.57).  The overall 
average of the lambs was £52.91 which 
recorded a rise of £17.82 on the year. With 
a strong force of buyers in attendance, 
all classes sold well.  Again, in the lamb 
sections, the majority were long keeping 

types which met a spirited demand.
Leading prices
Lambs – BF - £65.00, Achalic; £64.00, 

Fiart; £61.50, Aird; £60.00, Mid; £58.50, 
Glengorm; £58.00, Achalic; £58.00, 
Scammadale; £57.50, Carnasserie; £56.00, 
Blarchascaig; £56.00, Creag-A-Mhadaidh; 
£55.00, Assapol; £55.00, Saulmore; £55.00, 
Gallanachmore; £55.00, Inshaig; £55.00, 
Achuaran; £55.00, RSPB Oransay; £54.50, 
Poltalloch; £54.50, Lamlash; £54.00, Fiart. 
Su� X - £74.50, Killiechronan; £68.00, 
Kilbride Croft; £63.00, Homestead; 
£62.00, Killiechronan; £57.50, Kilbride 
Croft; £56.00, Strongorm; £56.00, 
Ardencaple. LleyX - £72.50, Kilpatrick 
Croft. TexX - £75.00, Kames Beag; £74.50, 
9 Grean, Barra; £72.50, Homestead; 
£72.00, Ardachy; £72.00, Barbreck; £71.00, 
Bailuacraich. ChevX - £73.50, Aird; £69.00, 
Balliemore; £67.50, Antuim; £67.50, 117 
Craigston, Barra; £66.50, Blackmount; 
£64.50, 79 Borve, Barra; £64.00, £63.50, 
Aird; £62.50, The Steadings; £61.00, 
Barndromin; £61.00, Caddleton; £60.50, 
Blackmount; £60.00, Plocaig; £60.00, 
Strongorm; £60.00, 117 Craigston, Barra. 
Cross - £64.00, Killiechronan; £58.00, 
Gallanachmore; £57.50, Balliemore; 
£57.00, Aspin Lodge. Mule - £79.00, 
Dalrannoch; £70.00, Achuaran; £67.00, 
Stronacroibh; £67.00, Kames Beag; £66.00, 
Fiart. 

Ewes – TexX - £59.00, Assapol. 
ChevX - £57.50, No 4 Aros. Cross - £60.00, 
Creagnich. Mule - £75.00, £57.00, Kames 
Beag; £51.00, The Ridges. BF - £50.00, 
Callachally; £46.00, Gallanachmore; 
£42.00, Kilbride; £40.00, Inion; £40.00, 
Shellachan.

All dead and fallen animals uplifted 
by licensed slaughtermen

For up-to-date prices call 07778 329922



MAJOR DEAL 
NOT TO BE MISSED

Only 
£31,750 * 

+ VAT
ONLY 6 

 TRACTORS AVAILABLE 

Zetor Major 80CL 
Inc. 

Diesel Only 
2 x D/A Spools 

Radio 
Front Fenders 
Pick Up Hitch 

4 WD 

PLUS 

ZTS ZM229/1 Loader 
Inc. 

Euro Headstock 
3rd Service 

1300KG Lift Capacity 

* Price shown for Standard Major 80CL & 
ZM229/1 and does not  included Optional 

Rear Wheel Weights and Bale Handler 
Attachment as shown.

Tractor is Zetor. Since 1946.

www.zetor.co.uk
sales@zetor.co.uk
0800 6771414

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u

C
A
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O
N

D
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Dest. 
1975 

    

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

QUALITY USED TRACTORS
17 reg, Zetor Major CL 80  only 550 hrs, as new ............................................ £22000
19 reg  Zetor proxima GP 110  40k ..................................................................... £35000
67 reg Zetor Proxima HS 80  popwer shuttle ................................................  £33000
09 reg Zetor Forterra 124 41  air con ................................................................. £22500
61 reg Hurlimann XA90 GS Sigma4 Loader .................................................... £29500
14 reg Hurlimann XA80  low cab ........................................................................ £24000
16 reg  Hurlimann XB115  sigma4 loader  ........................................................£38000
57 reg Hurlimann  XB110  sigma4 loader ......................................................... £25000
02 reg NewHolland TM 125  Front Links .......................................................... £23500
55 reg McCormick CX 105  loader  ......................................................................£18500
17 reg Solis RX 50 4x4  Roll Bar ...............................................................................£8500
MACHINERY
Welger-Lely 445 Round Baler  as new , Due In .................................................... POA
New Blaney X10 bale unroller with side conveyier .........................................£5800
used blaney X10 bale unroller   as new ...............................................................£3800
New Malone 7, 8 and9ft disc mowers in stock from   .....................................£4800
new Malone 4 and 6 rota tedders in stock from  .............................................£6800
Kverneland8076 6 rota tedder  very good condition .....................................£4800
New Galfre 320-10 single rota rakes .....................................................................£3800
all prices plus vat

Tel  David Tunstall 07817 832978,  Chris Tunstall 07929 563907,  
Richard Tunstall 07765 883435

Many other tractors & machinery in stock, view online at  
www.tunstalltractorscom

Kintyre Agricultural Society 
(KAS), in conjunction with 
C&D Marts Longtown, will be 
holding its annual sheep sale 
on Saturday September 19, at 
11am at Anderston Park.

As a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic, there are guidelines 
that must be adhered to.

� e sale will take place out-
doors with no additional visi-
tors admitted other than sta� , 
buyers and sellers. All sellers 
and buyers are asked to leave as 
soon as their business is done. 
� ere will be hand sanitising 

Kintyre Agricultural Society’s 
annual sheep sale guidelines

stations on entry and exit to 
the sale and at various points 
around the sale ring. � ere will 
no catering or toilet facilities. 
In line with guidance from � e 
Institute of Auctioneers and 
Appraisers in Scotland, KAS is 
asking for the following rules 
to be adhered to:

Only one person per business 
attends the sale; no under 
16s should attend; all buyers 
should pre-register with the 
secretary before the sale; 
2m social distancing must be 
observed.

All those attending must 
provide contact details - name, 
address, phone number and 
email address - before entering 
the sale. � ese will be taken at 
the gate on entry to the sale but 
to keep things moving, KAS 
is asking people to hand them 
over to the gate stewards.

Vendors, where possible, 
should have ear numbers of 
all stock to hand to pass on 
to market sta�  on arrival.
When delivering or collecting 
stock, wait in vehicles until di-
rected otherwise by a steward.
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Any word found in the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary (Tenth Edition) is 
eligible with the following 
exceptions: proper nouns; plural 
nouns, pronouns and possessives; 
third person singular verbs; 
hyphenated words; contractions 
and abbreviations; vulgar slang 
words; variant spellings of the 
same word (where another variant 
is also eligible).

 1. Gathering it’s 
improving (7,2)

 6. Reduce percentage (3)
 8. Eccentric members of 

society have a crazy 
hairdo (7,6)

 9. Stop or pass on (5)
 10. Trusting Robin 

perhaps (7)
 11. Cad gets right with the 

beast (6)
 13. Pecan, a sort of 

appetiser (6)
 16. Men in line went fi rst and 

caused irritation (7)
 18. Initially Richard and I 

examine the bolt (5)
 20. Valley possibly is a run-

down region (9,4)
 22. Clutch component! (3)
 23. Digging is sheer 

drudgery (9)

1

8

9

11

16

20

22

10

2

12

11

17

21

3

17

23

15

4

10

15

13

13

16

5

14

18

6

19

7

21

 1. Friend having most of the 
stake (3)

 2. Many with Alan moving about 
on the water (5)

 3. Concentrated in the past 
maybe (7)

 4. Got one vehicle inside 
another (2-4)

 5. Copper illegally covers up 
danger (5)

 6. Is able to rubbish a musical 
composition (7)

 7. Dealing with management (9)
 9. Case for an explosive vehicle 

on the hill (9)
 12. One used by those securing 

temporary accommodation 
(4,3)

 14. Shorten a game (7)
 15. Poems as sent back to Black 

Sea port (6)
 17. City is in fi rst place, we hear (5)
 19. Covers over part of the left-

hand page (5)
 21. Request to lie in the sun 

topless (3)

ACROSS DOWN

1

8

12

18

26

29

31

21

2

16

19

13

3

11

20

28

9

21 25

4

8

10

14

17

22

22

27

30

32

5

23

15

6

24 26

7

25

QUICK CROSSWORD

3 9 7
5 7 2

6 1 3 4
7 3 4 9

6
1 2 7

9 6 5 8
8

5 8 6

1 5 7 9 6
5 2 8

9 8 4 3
3 8

2 8 6
1 6 2 9 4
9 3 7
2 7 3 6
8 1 7 4

25 20 6 9 1 4 2 12 21

7 6 5 6 4 11 2 4 10 2

17 19 8 10 11 11 12 18 19

26 23 8 7 18 12 19 23 8 12

7 22 20 9 12 22 5 25 25

12 14 12 2 9 3 19 23 25 16 9 12

12 19 10 8 9 22

9 23 8 22 12 19 24 12 9 4 2 13

12 9 19 6 9 12 19 18 12

18 22 12 26 9 20 25 12 2 18

4 6 16 16 22 4 14 12 4

15 10 6 18 6 25 6 22 8 19

8 12 9 12 25 12 2 8 12

Each number in our Cross Code grid represents a different letter 
of the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start 
you off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, 
then use your knowledge of words to work out which letters 
should go in the missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

How many words of four 
letters or more can you 
make from this 
Nonagram? Each word 
must use the central letter, 
and each letter may be 
used only once. At least 
one word using all nine 
letters can be found.
Guidelines:

NONAGRAM

Place the four signs (add, 
subtract, multiply, divide) 
one in each circle so that 
the total of each across 
and down line is the same. 
Perform the first calculation in each 
line first and ignore the mathematical 
law which says you should always 
perform division and multiplication 
before addition and subtraction.

  4  8
 14  2  1
  2  2
 4  2  1
  4  1

EQUALISER
Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.Easy Hard

Spell out a 15-letter word or 
phrase by moving from one 
chamber to another within 
the pyramid. You may 
only enter each of the 
chambers once and 
may only proceed 
through openings 
in the walls. The 
first letter may 
appear in any 
chamber.

     R

    E  E

   G  U  E

  N  S  Q  N

 E  S  E  M  S

Using all 16 letters of the phrase above, form 
four words each of four letters which will fit in the 
grid to form a magic square in which the words 
can be read both horizontally and vertically.

AGE-RELATED IDLING

WORD PYRAMID

MAGIC SQUARE

Here are two 
miniature five-
square 
crosswords 
using the same 
grid – but the 
letters have 
been mixed up. 
You have to 
work out which 
letters belong 
to which 
crossword.

 LS MA AR LG EL

 OM  PE  JU

 AS CL TA AL RE

 ER  LD  CI

 RT OE SY EA TD

FIVE ALIVE

No. 5179

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

E
12 13

14 15
P

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
M

25 26

 R I B 
 A G E 
 R I D

18 Good; 22 Very Good; 
25 Excellent.

 1. Brian May has played lead guitar 
for more than 40 years with 
which rock group?

 2. At Rio 2016, who cycled their 
way into the history books to 
become Great Britain’s most 
decorated female Paralympian?

 3. Which landmark is used as the 
high water reference point for all 
British tide tables?

 4. Which inland sea fi lls the deepest 
depression on the Earth’s 
surface?

 5. What is the title of the US 
national anthem?

Quiz Challenge
 6. The piccolo belongs to 

which group of orchestral 
instruments?

 7. Boy George is the lead 
singer of which New 
Romantic band?

 8. While at St Andrew’s 
University, Prince William 
captained his team in which 
sport?

 9. The Carnatic Wars were 
fought in which country?

 10. Benbecula is in which British 
group of islands?

Your daily puzzle challenge
CROSS CODE CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

ACROSS
 1. Even (6)
 4. Foolish (6)
 8. School 

absentee (6)
 10. Young cat (6)
 11. International 

prize (5)
 12. Wanderer (6)
 14. Tidy (6)
 16. Went on 

horseback (4)
 17. Threesome (4)
 19. Finest (4)
 22. Haemorrhaged (4)

 26. Kidney duct (6)
 27. Lasso (6)
 28. Bolt (5)
 29. In the same 

place (6)
 30. Breathe 

huskily (6)
 31. Bicycle for two (6)
 32. Emergency (6)
DOWN
 1. Surgical stitch (6)
 2. Of the eye (6)
 3. Canned (6)
 5. Worker (6)
 6. Vegetable (6)

 7. Eating (6)
 9. Ripped (4)
 10. Garden of 

England (4)
 13. Musical work (5)
 15. Drying frame (5)
 18. Whimsical (6)
 19. Harmless (6)
 20. Calm (6)
 21. Cut back (4)
 22. Breathed out (4)
 23. Suds (6)
 24. Frogmen (6)
 25. Strain (6)

This puzzle page is supplied by 
Sirius Media Services. 
To try our new puzzle, 
Zygolex, go to 
www.zygolex.com
© Sirius Media Services Ltd

PZ
1P

51
79

 

Z
1

N
2

Y
3

O
4

K
5

A
6

H
7

T
8

L
9

U
10

F
11

E
12

G
13

V
14

Q
15

P
16

X
17

D
18

S
19

C
20

J
21

R
22

I
23

B
24

M
25

W
26

QUIZ CHALLENGE: 1 Queen; 2 Sarah Storey; 3 London Bridge; 4 The Dead Sea; 5 The Star Spangled Banner; 6 Woodwind; 7 Culture Club; 
8 Water polo; 9 India; 10 The Outer Hebrides.

abridge; abridger; aged; badge; 
badger; barge; barged; begad; 
berg; brag; bridge; brig; brigade; 
BRIGADIER; debag; dirge; drag; egad; 
garb; garbed; gear; gibe; gibed; gird; 
girder; grab; grad; grade; grader; grid; 
rage; raged; rager; regard; ridge; rigid. EQUALISER:

Clockwise from top 
left – divide; 
subtract; multiply; 
add. Total: 6.

481573962
539246817
672918453
794651328
325487691
168329574
946132785
257894136
813765249

329486157
854791326
671523498
765834912
938215674
142967835
496152783
283679541
517348269

WORD PYRAMID:
Queen’s Messenger.

MAGIC SQUARE: 
tale; arid; ling; edge.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: 

QUICK CROSSWORD: 
Across – 1 Smooth; 4 Stupid; 8 Truant; 10 Kitten; 11 Nobel; 12 
Roamer; 14 Neaten; 16 Rode; 17 Trio; 19 Best; 22 Bled; 26 
Ureter; 27 Lariat; 28 Rivet; 29 Ibidem; 30 Wheeze; 31 Tandem; 32 
Crisis.
Down – 1 Suture; 2 Ocular; 3 Tinned; 5 Toiler; 6 Potato; 7 Dining; 
9 Tore; 10 Kent; 13 Motet; 15 Airer; 18 Quaint; 19 Benign; 20 
Serene; 21 Trim; 22 Blew; 23 Lather; 24 Divers; 25 Stress.

Across – 1 Picking up; 6 Cut; 8 Lunatic fringe; 9 Colon; 10 
Reliant; 11 Rotter; 13 Canapé; 16 Rankled; 18 Rivet; 20 
Depressed area; 22 Egg; 23 Spadework.
Down – 1 Pal; 2 Canal; 3 Intense; 4 Go-cart; 5 Peril; 6 Cantata; 7 
Treatment; 9 Cartridge; 12 Tent peg; 14 Abridge; 15 Odessa; 17 
Leeds; 19 Verso; 21 Ask.

(1) 

(2)

Across – Large; Scale; Resat.
Down – Loser; Reads; Eject.
Across – Small; Altar; Toyed.
Down – Smart; Aptly; Lurid.

EASY SUDOKUHARD SUDOKU

CROSS CODE

FIVE ALIVE: 

NONAGRAM: 

SOLUTIONS



S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

SAVE £££££ ON NEW PRE-REG MODELS - CALL US TODAY ON 01292 880080

S&S ARE HERE TO HELP YOU BACK ON THE ROAD
Just look at the amazing deals on offer at your local Subaru Dealership
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West Coast MOTORING

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES



T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of  4x4’s, motor homes 
and caravanettes.

Any age or condition.  
We also buy water damaged

or in need of repair. 
Also all types of touring

caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 
T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the ad-
vertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In 
the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or 
edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertise-
ment, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of 
publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any 
error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the 
Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of 
all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal 
actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

PUBLIC 
NOTICES
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Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/01470/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 

installation of septic tank 
and formation of access

Land South Of 
Greenhill, Torrisdale, 
Campbeltown,  
Argyll And Bute

20/01321/PP Erection of extension to existing 
substation, installation of diesel 
generator and associated works 
including replacement palisade 
fence and lighting

Electricity Sub 
Station, Port Ann, 
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.  
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of  
all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers  
are requested to use electronic communication where possible during 
the coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process postal mail is 
restricted.
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid



RECRUITMENT

JOB VACANCIES
Full/Part/Banking 

opportunities available, 
competitive salary, company 

pension, in house training, 
mileage paid to drivers.

Call for details
Covering Appin, Lismore, Islands, Benderloch, Oban and 

surrounding areas.
Please call 01436 676627 or 

email o�  ce@joanscarers.co.uk

Lomond & Argyll
Advocacy Service
Are seeking to recruit 

three part-time
Recovery

Advocacy Workers
Based in Oban,

Helensburgh & Bute
(£12.56 per hour)

For more information visit

www.laas.org.uk

Class 2 Driver
(Hiab Training Provided), Permanent Role,

Monday – Friday and Alternative Saturdays
45 Hours

Please apply in writing to
driverrecruitment@saint-gobain.com

Customer Service Advisor
(Sales and Distribution) Permanent Role

20 Hours a week –  
apply in writing to

recruitmentteam@saint-gobain.com 
and please quote job ref 580581

https://joinus.saint-gobain.com/
joblink/580581

CLASSIFIEDS
METALS WANTEDGARDEN SERVICES
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We are looking to 
recruit a part-time 
Housekeeper/

Laundry Assistant 
to join our friendly team here at Etive House Care Home.

Successful applicants will work as part of a team to 
maintain a high standard of cleanliness and hygiene within 

our care home, whilst ensuring a safe and comfortable 
environment at all times. We offer excellent rates of pay 
and a fi rst-class working environment, coupled with being 

part of a motivated and enthusiastic team.
29.5 hours of work per week

We are also looking to recruit Care Assistants, 
full time & part time positions available £9.30 per hour.

COVID-19 considerations:
Must be successful candidates sole place of work

Please call 01631 720278 or 
email admin@etivehousecare.com for 
an application form or more information

We currently have a vacancy for a

HGV/Plant Mechanic
Duties will include working on HGV's, Excavators, 

Small Plant and Vehicles
Previous Experience Essential

Please apply in writing or by email
stating previous experience to

Donald MacDonald
Site 13a

Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email: donald@damacdonald.co.uk

We currently have a vacancy for a

Experienced Bricklayer/
Stonemason

to join our team
Competitive rate of pay and transport will be provided

Please apply in writing or by email
stating previous experience to

Donald MacDonald
Site 13a

Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email: donald@damacdonald.co.uk

MUSIC & SOUND RECORDING

Take your music to the next level

S i g n a l c e l l
Argyll’s mobile recording,

mixing & mastering services

Tel:07786 778166

or visit the Signalcell page on Facebook

james@signalcell.net
www.signalcell.net

TV SERVICES

Happy 50th 
Birthday 
Sandy 

lots of love 
Catherine 

xx

Happy 50th 
birthday 

Dad
love William 

and Rona 
xx

PERSONAL NOTICES
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

CARRADALE

INVERARAY

ISLE OF GIGHA

It was blowing an absolute hooley on the 
beach.

� e sand was mimicking the waves as it 
rolled across the beach like a great tidal 
wave.

Our collies looked as if they were going to 
take o� .

I didn’t think that such a wind was forecast, 
so when we got home I checked the weather. 
� is is what it said: ‘Sunny intervals and a 
gentle breeze.’

I looked at the week ahead and was amused 
to read the varying descriptions of the wind. 
� ey ranged from ‘gentle breeze’ to ‘fresh 
breeze’ to ‘moderate breeze’ to ‘strong 
breeze’.

� ere was no mention of ‘wind’. When a 
really strong wind is forecast, the image is 
one of black clouds, and we refer to this as 
‘black wind’.

� e wind plays an important part in our 
lives by the edge of the ocean.

When the beach is strewn with seaweed, 
we need an east wind to clear it. When the 
wind is in the north, as well as being chilly, 
visibility will be clearer.

When the wind is whirling all around us, 
we call it a ‘scurgy wind’.

� e wind played an important part in the 
birth of the church.

At Pentecost, the disciples experienced 
a strange wind blowing through the room 
they were in and they felt the presence of 
God come upon them as never before.

As many of our churches lie closed, and 
those that are open are constrained by many 
factors, should we pray for that Pentecostal 
wind to enliven us again?

Could the church emerge from this crisis 
stronger, more missional, more Kingdom 
centred?

Could the wind blow away the cobwebs 
of inertia and complacency and make us a 
church � t for purpose?

My prayer is for a scurgy wind for the 
church.

Niall Macalister Hall is delighted with the 
deal. 

Beinn an Tuirc Distillers is toasting a deal with 
the Co-op which will see its pink gin available at 
up to 50 stores in Scotland.

It means the Kintyre Pink Gin will be available 
at Co-op stores in time for Scottish Food and 
Drink Fortnight.

Based in Carradale, Beinn an Tuirc Distillers 
employs six people, and created its � rst bottle 
of spirit in 2017. It uses its own on-site hydro 
electric scheme to power all the distillations to 
produce the spirits.

Niall Macalister Hall, director at Beinn 
an Tuirc, explained: ‘We are delighted to be 

working with Co-op. � e listing comes at an 
important time to support our business – the 
additional awareness, reach and availability 
from being stocked in our local Co-op and in 
communities across the country is a huge boost. 
We are con� dent that our unique gin will be 
enjoyed by Co-op customers.’

Inveraray Coastguard Rescue Team returned to 
operational training on Saturday September 12 
for the � rst time since the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

A� er completing a series of online skills 
checks, volunteers spent the day practising 
water rescue techniques with Senior Coastal 
Operations O�  cer Alec Wallace. � e training 
session included Covid mitigation measures 
designed to keep coastguard personnel and the 
public safe.

� e Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust has partnered 
with Argyll College UHI (University of the 
Highlands and Islands) to create a Modern 
Apprentice post in horticulture at the island’s 
famous Achamore Gardens.

� e new two-year apprenticeship will feature 
training across the gardening spectrum and 
being involved in all aspects of Achamore’s res-
toration whilst gaining academic quali� cations 
delivered by Argyll College UHI’s Horticulture 
Department.

Bryony White, head gardener at Achamore, 
said: ‘By training up our own apprentices we 
can o� er young people a high-quality training 
placement and bring more young people to the 
island which is great for the island’s economy. I 
hope that the Achamore Apprentice Programme 
will become a vibrant, ambitious and diverse 
programme, o� ering young people far more 
than just the bare minimum requirements and 
giving them the skills and future potential for a 
lifelong career in horticulture.’

INVERARAY

Water rescue training at Crarae. 

Coastguard water rescue 
training at Crarae

Modern apprentice post at 
Achamore Gardens

Pink gin deal with the Co-op

� e Glenaray and Inveraray Parish Church sale 
is now on.

� e annual fundraiser o� ers shoppers an 
Aladdin’s cave of second hand goods displayed 
in Inveraray church hall.

Open 11am until 4pm Monday to Saturday, 
all the required coronavirus precautions are in 
place. Just eight customers are allowed entry at 
a time and a track and trace book is in place. 
Hand sanitisers are there to be used on entry 
and exit. Face masks must be worn.

Church o�  cer Wilma Wood said: ‘All dona-
tions of goods are welcome. Anyone wanting to 
volunteer to help with the sale rota, just call in 
and put your name down.

‘We hope to stay open up to the end of 
November as long as people keep donating 
goods and folk come in and buy.’

Wilma added: ‘� e church has its � rst service 
this Sunday since March.’

Glenaray and Inveraray Parish 
Church annual fundraiser



GOLDEN  WEDDING 
GAY – BRODERICK - 
Ronnie and Pat celebrate 
their Golden Wedding 
anniversary today. 
� ey were married on 
September 18, 1970 in 
Castlehill Church by 
the Reverend John R H 
Cormack.

DEATHS
SEMPLE - Suddenly but 
peacefully a� er a brave 
battle, on September 
10, 2020 at the Beatson 
Hospital, Glasgow, 
Callum Semple in his 
62nd year, Caliglen, 
Southend, beloved son 
of Elizabeth and the 
late Richard, loving dad 
of Callum, Allan, Iain, 
Rebecca and Andrew, 
devoted grandad to Liam, 
Callum, Cara-Louise and 
Lexi-Jane, much loved 
brother, brother-in-law, 
father-in-law, uncle and 
a friend to many. Simply 
� e Best. Funeral service 
private in line with current 
government guidelines. 

Callum’s funeral will 
take place on Friday, 
September 18 at 1pm. 
� e funeral cortege will 
leave Callum’s o�  ce in 
Longrow, Campbeltown 
at 11:45am, travelling 
along Aqualibrium 
Avenue, round the Cross 
and up Main Street on the 
way to the family home. 
We will leave the family 
home in Southend at 1pm 
travelling through the 
village to Keil Cemetery. 
Anyone wishing to pay 
their last respects may 
do so anywhere on our 
route. Please remember to 
observe social distancing.

TELFER - John Hardie. 
Peacefully, at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, 
on Wednesday, September 
9, 2020, John, beloved 
husband of Morag, loving 
dad of Ross and Linda, 
father-in-law of Mo and 
much loved brother of 
Alan and Ewan. Funeral 
service took place 
� ursday, September 17, 
at Cardross Crematorium.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
BLACKWOOD - � e 
family of the late Jean 
Blackwood would like 
to thank everyone for 
the many cards and 
messages following their 
sad loss. Special thanks 
to Naomi and carers, who 
helped Jean maintain her 
independence, and all at 
Mid Argyll hospital for 
their kind care of Jean. 
Many thanks to Rev. 
David Carruthers and all 
at Donald MacDonald for 
such a � tting graveside 
service, and to all who paid 
their respects on Gigha.

IN MEMORIAMS
MACKINNON/CAREY 
- In loving memory of our 
dear granny (Peggy), who 
passed away on September 
20, 1994. Also our dear 
Auntie Patsy, who passed 
away September 9, 2014.
Forever in our hearts and 
thoughts,
Loved and missed always.
- Love, Annamarie, Allan 
and Jake xxx.

MACKINNON -
Treasured memories 
of Ian, a much loved 
husband, dad and papa 
who died September 19, 
2019.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Andrina, Sinclair and 
family.
SARGENT - Treasured 
memories of our mum, 
Senga, died September 18, 
2014.
You are always in our 
thoughts,
Your love is still our guide,
And though we cannot 
touch your hand,
We know you are by our 
side.
- Senga, Billy and family, 
and Roger, Heather and 
family.
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ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH

Resumption of Public 
Mass at St Margaret’s: 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday: 10.30am

Saturday: 6.30pm
Sunday: 10am - St 

Margaret’s; 12.30pm - 
All Saints, Inveraray.

Booking essential due to 
restricted capacity

To book, please contact 
Fr. Ronald by telephone or 
email. Name, address and 
contact details required for 
track and trace purposes. 

Masses from St Margaret’s 
will continue to be Live 

Streamed via our YouTube 
channel. Full details 

on our website: www.
lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and our Facebook Page. 

lochgilphead@
rcdai.org.uk 

Fr Ronald Campbell
01546 602380

(SCO002876)

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings 
are closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you 

informed & 
provide opportunities for 

worship on-line
Please look it up & keep 

in touch
www.northknapdale.org

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 20th September

Service at 10am
Rev Robert MacLeod

A very warm 
welcome awaits

Please wear face covering

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686
Sunday 20th September
Morning Worship 11.15 
am Video message on 

Facebook
from Wednesday the 23rd 

September
Rev. W Crossan

All COVID 19 precautions 
apply

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 20th September
11.15am Worship Service 

Rev Rodger Crooks
11.15am  Sunday School

Wednesday 23rd 
September

12 noon   
Prayer & Bible Study
Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply 
to all meetings

All welcome
www.campbeltown

freechurch.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: 

SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Sunday service 
resumes on Sunday 20th 

September, 11 am at 
SKDT Hall, Kirk Street
Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply
Pastor Mark Jasper

01586 554 092
pastor@campbeltown-

communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322

ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH 
KNAPDALE
PARISHES

Sunday 20th September 
2020

“The joy of the Lord is 
your strength”

(Nehemiah 8:10)
 There will Services

in Ardrishaig at 11:00am
and

Achahoish at 12:30pm
Refl ections will continue 
to be available at the gates 

of the churches.
 Wednesdays

from 12:45pm to 1:15pm
in Ardrishaig Church

“A Time for Refl ecting”

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

Our building is open for 
Sunday services and you 

would be welcome on 
Sunday, 20th September 

at 11am 
to join with us in our 
praise and worship

when John Ives from 
Southend will be 

conducting the service
MASKS are now required 

in churches, in line 
with current Scottish 

Government  Covid 19 
guidelines.

www.springbankchurch.
org.uk

https://www.facebook.
com/springbankchurch
Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary
SC014646

WEST 
LOCHFYNESIDE 

CHURCHES

Cumlodden, Inveraray 
and Lochgair

� ere will be a united 
service

in Inveraray Church on
Sunday 20th September

at 10.30am
� e service will be led by 

Tom Mackay
Everyone is very welcome 
� e church has been set 
out as per the Church of 
Scotland’s instructions.
� ere will be elders on 

duty to help.

CHURCH NOTICES 

CHURCH NOTICES 
WEDDING

ST KIERAN RC 
CHURCH

St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
stkieransrc.org

Public Mass will be 
celebrated on 

Wednesdays and 
Sundays at 10am.

Anyone wanting to attend 
a public Mass should 

register with 
Fr. Tony by telephone or 

email.
01586 552160 campbel-

town@rcdai.org.uk
Please give: Name, 

address, telephone no., 
and number from the 
household wishing to 

attend, and the date of the 
Mass.

Live streaming on 
Facebook will continue.

(SC002876)

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 20th September
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in 

place
If we can be of any 

assistance to anyone 
during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046

Major Ruth Russell
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO09359

FINLAY - GALBRAITH
Allan & Lynn, Lochgilphead and Duncan & Fiona, Campbeltown are 
delighted to announce the ‘Surprise Wedding’ of Natasha & Daniel on 

Monday, September 14, 2020, at the Town Hall, Venice.
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Lochgilphead Red Star 
play their � rst pre-season 
friendly of  the season when 
they take on Oban Saints at 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus 
on Saturday September 26. 
 Unfortunately, due to Scot-
tish government guidelines 
and SFA match day protocols, 
no spectators are allowed. 
One hundred and eighty 
nine days after their last 
match, Oban Saints returned 
to action last Saturday in a 
friendly encounter against 
South Lochaber Thistle. 

The Scottish Football 
Association’s match day 
protocols restrict the 
numbers permitted on the 
touchline to substitutes and 
a small number of coaching 
sta� . All but the players and 
match o�  cials are prohibited 
from entering the playing 
surface.  

Male suicide and sport:
Gary seeks out answers 
It was something that had 
bothered musician and 
broadcaster Gary Innes for 
years – why had six of his 
former team-mates from Fort 
William’s shinty team taken 
their own lives over a period of 
20 years?

In an attempt to � nd answers, 
Gary helped pull together two-
part radio documentary series 
Six Men – broadcast last week 
and still available on the BBC 
iPlayer – in which he speaks to 
families of three of the young 
men, as well as to psychologists 
and mental health experts.

� e � rst suicide happened 
when Gary was just 15, with 
the last coming only three 
years ago in 2017, when he was 
36, and old and mature enough 
to fully appreciate the scale of 
the collective tragedy.

Gary, who presents the popu-
lar BBC Radio Scotland show, 
Take the Floor, said: ‘One of 
things that bothered me was 
that, if I had been someone 
who had felt suicidal, I’m not 
sure I would’ve known where 
to turn to for help or � nd 
someone just to speak to.

‘So I wanted to � nd out a bit 
more and spoke to Lochaber 
Hope to see if it could help. I 
didn’t know that nowadays 
there are so many di� erent 
clubs and organisations locally 
that can help. But the suicide 
rate among young men in 
Lochaber is still atrocious.’

As well as his six former 
shinty team-mates, Gary knew 
another dozen from the local 
community who have also 
killed themselves.

What emerged from Gary’s 
conversations with families of 
local suicide victims, as well 
as medical and mental health 
professionals, was that there 
was no single answer as to why 
these six particular men had 
felt they had no option but to 
take their own lives.

‘� ere can be a lot of reasons 

– drug and alcohol abuse or a 
traumatic experience, to social 
deprivation and depression – 
but one thing that does come 
through is much of it is driven 
by a sense of entrapment.’

Gary, who plays accordion 
with folk-rock band Mànran, 
says he � nds it extremely wor-
rying that the Highlands has 

the highest suicide rates per 
head of population in the UK.

In the documentary, broad-
cast to coincide with World 
Suicide Awareness Day last 
� ursday, Gary describes how 
all six of his shinty pals were 
very di� erent characters.

‘� ey were all from loving 
families and all seemed � ne. 

� ey obviously felt they 
couldn’t open up or didn't 
know where to get help.

‘My hope in doing this 
programme is to highlight 
the devastation that suicide 
leaves behind for the families 
and friends of those who 
take their own lives.

‘More and more people are 
talking about mental health 
issues and more men are 
opening up. We need to show 
people that it’s ok to talk 
about feeling not ok and if 
you are struggling with any 
aspect of your mental health 
that there is help available.

‘I think that is a key, with 
more men willing to open 
up. When I was playing 
shinty it was quite a macho 
culture.’

And it is the recent phe-
nomenon of more men, in-
cluding celebrities, opening 
up to talk about their mental 
health that is starting to 
drive change, says Gary.

He added: ‘It was incred-
ible that the three families 
I spoke to were prepared to 
speak so freely. � ey were 
very open and honest and I 
de� nitely think it will help 
other people who hear the 
programme and are strug-
gling to deal with mental 
health issues.’

The recent phenom-
enon of more men 
opening up to talk 
about their mental 
health is starting to 
drive change, says 
Gary. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson,

alba.photos. 

A � eld of 60 competitors 
entered the James Mundell 
Memorial Open on Saturday 
September 12 at Glenralloch.

Sadly, with around 30 players 
on the course, the greenkeep-
ers had to abandon play as the 
greens had become unplayable 
due to excessive rainfall.

Players had travelled from 
Kilmarnock, Lochgilphead, 
Armand and Kames for this 
popular gol� ng event. A club 
spokesman said the green-
keepers were le�  with no alter-
native but to abandon play. � e 
club thanks all the competitors 
for their understanding and 
support.

� is Saturday, September 19, 
members gather for the Breast 
Cancer Awareness fundraiser. 
� e event will be played as a 
scramble and players should 
arrive at Tarbert Golf Club for 
midday.

Wet weather beats 
Tarbert golfers

No spectators for 
Star friendly
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