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Campervans should be banned 
from Mull unless they have 
already booked into one of the 
island’s o�  cial campsites.

� e call for new legislation 
to stop wild camping in vans 
has come from worried Mull 
councillor Mary-Jean Devon, 
who has sent an urgent letter to 
rural economy minister Fergus 
Ewing.

� oughtless campers pollut-
ing rivers, lochs and poisoning 
� sh with toilet waste, stripping 
trees for camp� res or burning 
pallets, leaving nails in ashes 
that injure farm animals, are 
just some of the concerns 
being brought to her daily by 
residents and farmers, she says.

While the island welcomes 
visitors back and the vast 
majority are regular travellers 
who respect the environment, 
there are some who are ‘putting 
the fragile community at risk’, 
she warns.

Although some campsites on 
the island have chosen to stay 

closed, others are open and still 
have plenty of space.

‘Many campervanners and 
motorhomers would rather 
wild camp in our special areas. 
� ey are having open camp-
� res, trees are being stripped 
for wood, rubbish is being 
abandoned, pallets are being 
burned with nails le�  in the 
ashes injuring animals and hu-

man waste is being dumped in 
our rivers and lochs. Salmonella 
from this waste is a risk to hu-
mans and animals. Fish farms 
are also being a� ected by this 
waste,’ councillor Devon told 
� e Oban Times, adding: ‘� ey 
are decimating and spoiling 
our beautiful island.’

In her letter to Mr Ewing, 
also copied to Skye MSP Kate 
Forbes whose area is su� ering 
similar problems, she pleaded: 
‘Please ban campervans from 

wild camping’ and tells him 
that to prevent wild camping, 
all campervans should have to 
produce a booking for a reg-
istered campsite on the island 
before being allowed to cross 
from the mainland.

Wild camping is a term meant 
for tents for no more than three 
days, says councillor Devon.

Free parking at the coun-
cil-run Ledaig car park, where 
there is toilets, showers and 
wi� , is not helping registered 
campsites.

Mull Community Council 
chairperson Andrena Du�  n 
said: ‘Why should people ex-
pect to come here for nothing 
and not do anything to help our 
island economy? � e lack of re-
spect some people have for our 
community is soul destroying.’

Reports received of disrespect 
included one campervan 
spending three nights in the 
doctor’s surgery car park in 
Tobermory, going away during 
the day and returning at night. 
� e occupants were wandering 

Ban ignorant campervanners 
from Mull, pleads councillor

� ese Oban High School pupils were celebrat-
ing this week a� er receiving their exam results.

Alik Aleynik, Oban, and Freya MacKechnie, 
of North Connel, both 16, passed � ve highers. 

� ey were joined by Claire Reid, aged 18, of 
Oban, a shining star of academic and vocation-
al achievements.  

Head teacher Peter Bain said: ‘I am very proud 

of all our pupils’ successes this year, whether 
that be in Nationals, Highers, Advanced 
Highers, National Progression Awards or any 
of the other wider achievements we deliver 
which lead to employment, college, apprentice-
ships and university. I thank all our sta�  and 
members of the wider community for their 
invaluable contribution and support.’

‘The lack of respect 
some people have is 
soul destroying.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page � ve.

Wait for exam results fi nally over
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Rest and Be Thankful 
closed until further notice
Multiple landslips have blocked 
the A83 at the Rest and Be 
� ankful ‘until further notice’ 
following the heavy rain yester-
day, writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

� e closure means a 59-mile 
road diversion for some driv-
ers. Debris from the landslips 
blocked the well-used route in 
both directions on Tuesday as 
well as the Old Military Road, 
which has previously been used 
as an alternative pass.

Around 65mm of rainfall was 
estimated to have fallen at the 
Rest and Be � ankful during 
the relentless deluge and on 
Wednesday ‘horrendous condi-
tions’ were still hampering ef-
forts to carry out safety checks.

Both roads remained shut 
overnight on Tuesday with 
risk assessments due to have 
resumed at � rst light today 
(Wednesday).

Specialist geotechnical 
contractors carried out initial 
visual assessments from the 
roadside but initial indications 
were that there was still move-
ment on the hillside delaying 
the start of any clear-up oper-
ations and carrying out further 
checks at that time.

A 59-mile diversion route has 
been implemented between 
Tarbet and Cairndow via the 
A83, A82, A85 and A819.

Temporary tra�  c lights were 
also in place on the A82 on 
Tuesday at Inveruglas a� er 
heavy rain a� ected a retaining 
wall following a day of chal-
lenging conditions.

BEAR Scotland said ferry 
provider Western Ferries can 
accommodate diverted tra�  c. 
Go to western-ferries.co.uk for 
timetable information.

Motorists are being advised 
to follow Tra�  c Scotland to get 
the latest journey information.

Heavy rain on Tuesday 
also hit other areas of Argyll 
hard, with localised � ooding 
at Lochavullin car park and 
roundabout; and along the 
A816 at Kilninver; Melfort, 
Kilmelford, Ford road end 
and Kilmartin. � e A85 at 
Loch Awe, was also � ooded in 
the Awe Barrage area, which 
eyewitnesses described as 
‘horrendous’.

Inspector Julie McLeish said 
this morning: ‘Flooding is sub-
siding and the local roads that 
were closed have all been reo-
pened. Roads were impassable 
on A816 between Lochgilphead 
and Cairnbaan, and around 
Kilmartin and Ford road end. 
On the A83 the road was also 
impassable between Minard 
and Furnace.’

Drivers heading to Seil also 
had to negotiate deep pools of 
water, with the force of the rain 
shi� ing gravel from the drive 
at An Cala open garden in 
Ellenabeich onto the road into 
the heritage village.

A poll has been started on the 
A83 Facebook group voting for 
alternative solutions including 
building a canopy over the 
road; a tunnel through hill; and 
replanting trees.

Posters featuring Jimmy and 
funded by Soroba Community 
Enterprise Ltd are going up 
on big bins around the estate 
urging residents not to over 
stu�  them.

Jimmy warns that if his ad-
vice is ignored then they face 
an invasion of his feathered 
friends.

He says: ‘Gonnae no dae that! 
See if you don’t shut they bin 
lids properly me and ma pals 
are gonnae spread yer rubbish 
aw over the place.’

And he goes on: ‘Same if you 
leave yer bags beside the bins.

‘If they’re full take them tae 
the next ones. � anks.’

Screaming seagulls scaveng-
ing in over� owing bins are 
waking up the neighbourhood.

� e posters, designed for the 
community enterprise group 
by co-opted Oban community 
councillor Laura Corbe, were 
discussed at the last commu-
nity council meeting.

Some residents have been 
demanding more bins are 
needed to stop rubbish spilling 
out onto the streets, but Marri 
Malloy who chairs both Soroba 
Community Enterprise Ltd 

and the community council 
says they have plenty.

‘People are shouting they 
need more bins but I’m saying 
the capacity to cope is there if 
they are used properly. � ere’s 
plenty of room, people just 
can’t be bothered to walk to 
the bins further along. � ey’re 
coming straight out of their 
close and cramming their 
rubbish into the nearest one.

On Scalpay Terrace there are 
16 general waste bins and when 
� e Oban Times met Marri 
two of them were crammed 

with rubbish so much the lids 
were gaping open while the 
majority were totally empty 
and only a few had bags in.

‘I’ve been up checking the 
bins regularly and the space is 
de� nitely there and the recy-
cling bins are used too. � ere 
is no need for any of the bins 
to be so full that the lids can’t 
shut. It literally leaves it open 
for the seagulls to come and 
have a � eld day and make even 
more of a mess.

‘It’s not hygienic and it’s not 
fair on the residents who keep 

their places beautiful,’ said 
Marri. ‘We hope the posters 
will grab people’s attention 
and encourage them to take 
ownership of their litter 
and bin it properly. Sending 
children down with bags isn’t 
going to work because they 
can’t all reach up to the bins 
and the lids can be heavy. Bags 
shouldn’t be le�  at the side of 
them.’

John Hutchison who has 
lived in Soroba for 30 years 
says it’s ‘ a nightmare’ being 
woken by seagulls under his 
window tearing at rubbish.

‘� ey’re just hell-bent on 
getting at it if the lids are open 
or bags are le�  out,’ he said.

Oban councillor Roddy 
McCuish is so taken by the 
poster idea that he has sug-
gested they should be rolled 
out across the town and go up 
on commercial bins to get the 
same ‘keep it tidy’ message 
across.

‘Jimmy the Seagull posters 
are a fantastic idea. I’m 100 per 
cent supportive and I’d like to 
see them rolled out across the 
town,’ he said.

Jimmy the Seagull is the 
face of Soroba campaign

Marri Malloy with the new 
posters encouraging people 
to use all the big bins.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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a kitchen, a storeroom and a 
wellness room for one-to-one 
sessions. On Saturday, August 
8, people wanting a peek inside 

can pop in for a whistle-stop 
tour from 10am to 4pm, with 
a grander opening celebration 
to be  planned for when Covid 
guidelines � nally allow.
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Martyn’s Monday Club o�  -
cially opens the door to its own 
premises next week.

What started out as a vision 
18 months ago when the 
club began meeting at Hope 
Kitchen in Oban, has become 
reality sooner than expected 
thanks to the generosity 
and support of the town and 
funders.

Kickstarting the use of the 
new space in Breadalbane 
Street will be the addition of a 
new youth peer-to-peer group 
for 16- to 21-year-olds on a 
Wednesday from 6pm to 8pm.

And fundraising is ongoing 
to recruit two members of 
sta�  to co-ordinate the groups’ 
meetings and activities.

Preventing suicides is its 
mission, encouraging people 
to talk about mental health 
and    raising awareness of the 
issues that can lead to people 
taking their own lives.

Funders behind the opening 
of the new premises are � e 
Corra Foundation, Oban 
Community Fund, Tesco and 
� e National Lottery. With 
Covid impacting on people’s 
mental health, the doors are 
opening just at the right time, 
says its trustees.

Plans in the pipeline include 
wellness sessions, from yoga to 
music therapy, start-up groups 
for mums and for dads, for over 
50s, drop-in days and opening 
up the space for use by the 
Community Mental Health 
Team and other organisations.

� e intention is to let mem-
bers drive how the premises 
will be used in the future.

A long list of businesses, 
workers and individuals 
deserve credit for provid-
ing endless hours of skills 

and supplies, ensuring the 
ground-� oor space in a former 
hairdressers’ salon is ready for 
August 10.

‘� eir kindness will never be 
forgotten,’ said Des MacMillan 
of Martyn’s Monday Club 
(MCC), which started out as a 
self-funded community group 
before becoming a charity in 
April.

MCC was set up in memory 
of Martyn Cruickshanks, a 
37-year-old local man who 
took his own life in May 2018. 
His mother Fiona and father 
Robert have been supporters 
of the peer-to-peer group since 
it began.

In its � rst year it had more 
than 140 people seek its help 
and has 11 facilitators giving 
their own time to back and 
build up the club.

� e group is two years ahead 
of where it had hoped to be 
now, with more than 200 
people, from doctors to shop 
workers and young people, 
trained through Choose Life 

to help those in need.  Scottish 
Sea Farms provided funding 
for the training.

Robert Cruickshanks said: 
‘We are proud of where we are 
in our second year. It was our 
vision and our dream from day 
one but we didn’t expect it to 
happen so quickly. We are here 
for people who need us now 
and will need us in the future. 
It’s one step to cross the door.’

MCC got the keys for the 
premises just weeks before 
lockdown, so refurbishment 
work was put on hold until 
restrictions started to ease.

Robert took on the role of 
project manager, said Des, 
adding: ‘When lockdown 
started to ease we were o�  and 
running, with the amazing 
support of local businesses and 
trades we moved fast, almost 
like our very own DIY SOS.’

Des and his wife Tina then 
moved in to decorate the place 
and set-up furniture. � ere 
is a main chill room, toilets, 
including a disabled facility, 

Martyn’s Monday Club 
opens its new premises

Robert and Fiona 
Cruickshanks at the new 
Martyn’s Monday Club 
space in Breadalbane Street, 
Oban; and above, one of 
the motivational messages 
on the walls of the club 
premises.

Lorraine King is 
one of the trustees 
at Martyn’s 
Monday Club.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Have your say 
on � ve-year 
housing plan
Argyll and Bute Council and 
its partners are preparing a 
new Local Housing Strategy 
to set a priorities plan for the 
next � ve years.

� e new strategy is about 
identifying priorities and 
issues across all types and 
tenures of housing and related 
services, for all residents and 
anyone wanting to live in the 
area. To make sure it re� ects 
the residents’ and commu-
nities’ views, the council is 
asking people to have their say.

An online survey on the 
council’s website is running 
now until Friday August 21.

� e survey is the � rst part 
of a wider consultation 
programme bringing more 
opportunities to share views 
over the coming months.

Go to www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/consultations/
argyll-bute-local-hous-
ing-strategy-development-ear-
ly-engagement-survey

HAVEYOURSAY
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

mathesons.co.uk

SUMMER BED SALE  
NOW ON!

Beds | Mattresses 
Headboards | Bunks

mathesons.co.uk
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been told not to.
‘Ganavan is all over freeload-

ing websites with campervans 
telling other people it’s okay to 
come and park up for the night. 
� ere are signs saying this is 
not allowed but they are just 
ignoring it.’

Councillor McCuish added: 
‘I’ll be calling for a 2m barrier 
to go up at night now a� er the 
last bus comes and goes again 
at 5.30pm. We can give a key 
to the emergency services and 
to Scottish Water who have a 
small pumping station there. 
Cars will still be able to get 
under it.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson, 
who chairs Oban, Lorn and 
� e Isles Area Committee, 
agrees something has to be 
done to monitor the car park.

‘We are still having a big 
problem getting people to use 

o�  cial campsites. We are look-
ing at all sorts of solutions for 
Ganavan at the moment. We 
are trying to get some means 
of monitoring what’s going 
on and keeping tabs on what’s 
happening.’

She added: ‘It’s such a shame 
that a few irresponsible and 
reckless people are spoiling 
things for others but this is just 
not on. It’s not everyone, just a 
handful who are not behaving 
considerately.’

Oban Community Council 
chairwoman Marri Malloy 
said: ‘I think a barrier would be 
a great idea. Something has to 
be done.’

Dugie described the invasion 
of big campervans and mo-
torhomes ‘with attitude’ as ‘a 
pandemic’, saying this year is 
the worst it has ever been with 
large vehicles coming in their 

hordes and taking up multiple 
spaces, depriving daytrippers 
of parking spaces.

‘� ey are not all bad but ones 
I’ve experienced are extremely 
aggressive and have the atti-
tude that they are entitled to 
free facilities. � ey come round 
the back of my van looking 
for a hose and to dump their 
waste. � ey are ignoring signs, 
the council might as well put 
new ones up saying, “Welcome 
to camp here, get your free 
water here, come and dump 
your waste in our toilets, help 
yourself to all the toilet rolls 
and Oban will support you”.

‘� is year is the worst I’ve 
ever seen it. � e bins are 
le�  over� owing. I go round 
with a litter pick, some of the 
paper I pick up is crusted with 
excrement.

‘I’m worried about leaving 
my snack van here overnight. 
� ey’ve vandalised my water 
source, smashed a light before, 
what will be next?

‘It’s a pandemic. It’s beyond 
the realms of fantasy that 
these people driving £100,000 
motorhomes can’t pay to stay 
at an o�  cial campsite - they 
won’t pay. To say there are no 
facilities for them in Oban is 
nonsense, there are three in the 
town and more on the outskirts 
looking for their business.’

Concerns have been reported 
to the police and to the coun-
cil’s environmental health.

� ere have also been reports 
of campervans going into 
Pennyfuir Cemetery to � ll up 
on water.
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Oban RNLI 
launches twice 
in one day
Oban lifeboat crews were 
called out twice on Wednesday 
July 29.

� e Mora Edith MacDonald 
lifeboat was  � rst requested at 
2.45am to help with a medical 
evacuation from Craignure on 
Mull, getting back to Oban by 
4.30am.

� e second call came at 
12.43pm, a� er reports of a 37�  
yacht with a fouled propeller 
in Loch a Choire, Loch 
Linnhe. � e vessel was being 
helped by another yacht in the 
area which was able to hold its 
position o�  shallow water.

� e lifeboat arrived on 
scene at 1.30pm and took the 
vessel under tow. � e troubled 
yacht was safely berthed at 
Dunsta� nage marina by 
2.30pm, with the assistance of 
Oban’s Coastguard Team.

Oban lifeboat then returned 
to her berth and was ready for 
service again by 4.15pm.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Wild weekend of anti-social campers
Police had to evict Airbnb 
guests who overbooked a 
Highland hideaway at Glen 
Etive at the weekend.

More than 30 guests were 
reported to have shown up, 
with tents, and refused to leave 
the property booked for just 
seven people.

A police spokesperson said: 
‘We received a report of a large 
group of people who were 
refusing to leave a property in 
Glen Etive. O�  cers attended, 
spoke to those involved and 
the group were dispersed.’

Taynuilt was another trou-
bled hot-spot at the weekend 
with wildcampers in tents and 
vans along the beach, the road-
side and the river, breaking 
branches to burn, leaving � re 
pits and litter including empty 

bottles and wipes � oating in 
the water.

On Friday and Saturday 
night Ganavan car park was 
turned into an uno�  cial 
campsite again.

Nine vans and one tent were 
counted overnighting on 

Saturday with the back of the 
toilets, locked at night, le�  
stinking of urine, reported a 
concerned Facebook post.

And campers also pitched a 
tent on a small piece of grass at 
the gates to Dunollie Museum, 
Castle and Grounds.

A night time barrier is needed 
to block motorhomes from il-
legally parking up at Ganavan.

Oban councillor Roddy 
McCuish says the town has 
had enough of badly behaved 
campervanners and motor-
home owners taking liberties 
and showing no respect at the 
beauty spot.

Last week Dugie Graham 
who runs a snack bar at the 
beach was forced to remain 
closed for a day a� er his water 
supply feed was snapped o�  
from its source.

Mr McCuish said: ‘Someone 
decided they wanted water and 
did whatever it took to get it. 
We can’t say for de� nite it was 
someone with a campervan, 
but it most probably was. We 
are taking £150 a week o�  
Dugie, we have to give him 
some kind of protection for 

that. It’s just getting aggressive 
now. � ere’s no respect. I’m all 
for giving people a fair shake 
but this has gone too far now.

‘� ere are still campervans 
emptying their toilets in the 
public toilets when they’ve 

Councillor raises barrier idea for 
Ganavan to stop overnighters

Clear signs 
telling people 
not to park or 
camp overnight 
or light � res at 
Ganavan are 
being ignored.

Campers pitched a tent outside Dunollie Museum, Castle 
and Grounds rather than pay a local campsite. 

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk



control over it, understandably 
they are trying to maximise 
the return and get the best 
possible value back into their 
area for their taxpayers,’ he 
said adding a warning that 
although there ‘should’ be a 
community right to buy it was 
not guaranteed.

‘� ey would have to put 
forward a viable business plan 
and get resources upfront to 
take it on and that’s not always 
simple to achieve. � ere’s 
already a lot of people working 
hard to achieve projects for the 
community like at the harbour 
and Rock� eld. A project like 
this would need people to be 
committed and if those people 
step forward to do it then that 
would be great.’

A spokesperson for Save 
Kilbowie Outdoor Centre 
said: ‘It would be great to see 
it saved in whatever form that 
takes - as it caters for every 
child in North Lanarkshire it 
would make a lot of sense for 
a North Lanarkshire commu-
nity buy-out to maintain the 
provision in the authority.’

Oban councillor Julie 
McKenzie is calling for local 
people to ‘throw their weight’ 
behind opposing the ‘ill-con-
ceived’ decision to demolish 
the centre.

‘To even consider pulling 
down a building that has 
served outdoor education so 
well is unthinkable at the best 
of times, however to plan this 
during the Covid pandemic, 
when we should be looking 
to utilise local authority 
educational space to the full, 
demonstrates astoundingly 
short-sighted decision mak-
ing,’ she said.
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A community buy out could be 
a possibility to save Kilbowie 
Outdoor Centre from 
demolition.

� e idea, still in its early 
infancy, was raised at the last 
Oban Community Council 
meeting held on Zoom as part 
of a discussion about the fate of 
the centre at Gallanach.

Proposals to demolish the 
main building and sell it as 
a cleared site later this year 
have angered many people, 
both in Oban and outwith 
the area, with its closure by 
owner North Lanarkshire 
Council (NLC) triggering a 
Save Kilbowie Outdoor Centre 
Facebook group that has more 
than 6,000 likes.

Selling the prime waterfront 
location could generate about 
£680,000. NLC councillors 
narrowly voted for the centre’s 
closure at a policy and strategy 
meeting at the beginning of 
February.

Oban, Lorn and � e Isles 
Area Committee chairperson 
councillor Elaine Robertson 
has sent a letter to North 
Lanarkshire Council leader 
Jim Logue asking for demo-
lition to be reconsidered or 
delayed.

Mrs Robertson wrote: ‘We are 
aware that North Lanarkshire 
Council intends to sell the 
Kilbowie Outdoor Education 
Centre. We know that this is 
within your remit but � nd this 
very disappointing.

‘Recently we have become 
aware that demolition of the 
centre may be considered by 

North Lanarkshire council. 
If this is indeed the case, we 
would ask that the council 
reconsiders or delays this 
decision to allow time for 
another organisation or devel-
oper to consider purchase of 
Kilbowie, with the intention of 
running this excellent outdoor 
education facility for the good 
of young people in the locality 
and beyond.’

And Oban Community 
Council has   sent an open 
letter to Scottish education 
minister John Swinney asking 
for his intervention to stop 
the demolition. � e letter is 
also going out to other MSPs 
and councillors at North 
Lanarkshire and Argyll & Bute 
Council.

Argyll and Bute councillor 
for Oban South and � e Isles 
Roddy McCuish said: ‘’� e 
� rst step would be to stop the 
clock, stop the demolition, and 
pause to see if a community 
buy-out would be viable or not.

‘It’s a fantastic facility. It 
would be absolutely criminal 
to demolish it. I’m thinking 

accommodation for the Mod, 
Craggy Island Triathlon on 
Kerrera and the likes of Oban 
Live.’

‘It could maybe continue as 
it is for educational outdoor 
use and we could open it up 
to schools in Argyll, working 
in partnership with North 
Lanarkshire Council so their 
children could still bene� t 
from it too. � ere are options 
while it’s still standing,’ said 
councillor McCuish.

Until Covid struck, primary 
seven children in North 
Lanarkshire, about 100 miles 
from Oban, got the chance 
to attend Kilbowie every aca-
demic year. � e outdoor centre 
also hosted a number of Oban 
community-based activities at 
weekends and in the holidays.

Oban North & Lorn council-
lor Kieron Green said he would 
be supportive if it was possible 
to get a group together to work 
on a community buy-out but 
said the question is to what 
extent would NLC wish to 
co-operate.

‘� ey are the ones that have 

Calls for Kilbowie 
community buy-out

Youngsters from Oban and 
Lanarkshire would bene� t 
from a community buy-out.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

POLICE FILES
 Between 5pm on July 26 
and 1.10pm on July 27, at 
Ganavan, Oban, the water 
supply to a catering van 
was damaged. Police are 
investigating.
 Between 10am and 

11.25am on July 27 at 
Fearnoch Forest car park, the 
rear window of a vehicle was 
smashed and bank cards and 
electronic items were stolen 
from inside. The bank cards 
were subsequently used 
to pay for items.  Police are 
investigating.
 At 6.10pm on July 27, on 
McKelvie Road, Oban, a man, 
36, was stopped by Police 

and allegedly found to be 
in possession of cannabis.  
The man was charged and a 
report sent to the Procurator 
Fiscal.
 At 12.35pm on July 29, 
on Lochnell Road, Dunbeg, 
Police stopped a motorcycle 
driven by a 22-year-old man, 
who was allegedly driving 
without a licence, insurance 
or valid MOT certi� cate.  He 
was charged and a report 
sent to the Procurator Fiscal.
 About 4pm on July 29, on 
the A85 at Arrivain, police de-
tected a motorbike allegedly 
travelling at excessive speed.  
The rider, a 53-year-old man 

was charged and a report 
sent to the Procurator Fiscal.
 About 7.30pm on July 29, 
on Combie Street, Oban, 
a male, 23, was traced by 
police and allegedly found 
to be breaching curfew bail 
conditions imposed by the 
Court.  He was charged and 
held in police custody to 
appear at court. 
 If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they can contact their local 
Police Station on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Ban wild camping 
in vans on Mull, 
pleads councillor
Continued from page one.
around in their pyjamas as the 
nurses were going in to work.

Councillor Devon also wants 
the minister to ask Transport 
Scotland why they have not 
asked CalMac to improve 
PPE and implement track and 
trace on its ferries from Iona, 
Lochaline and Kilchoan.

‘� e only PPE sta�  have on 
those ferries is masks and 
gloves, no visors. Because 
there is no contactless payment 
option on those boats, sta�  are 
handling bank cards,’ she said.

She warned the outcome 
of Covid reaching these re-
mote communities would be 
catastrophic as they have no 
resident nurse or doctor and 
the nearest hospital is a couple 
of hours a way.

‘We need track and trace to be 
implemented on these smaller 
unbookable ferries. CalMac 
says there is no need because 
people can stay in their cars 
but the reality is that on good 
weather days, people want to 
be out looking at the scenery. If 
Covid spread to those commu-
nities served by these ferries the 
outcome would be catastroph-
ic,’ said Councillor Devon.

KEEP CALM
AND 

CARRY ON 
WORKING 

FROM HOME

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Contact us today to find out more about our
stunning range of home office solutions.
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Only a week until the chil-
dren go back to school!  Time 
has passed in a � ash, even the 
lockdown period before the 
school holidays seems to have 
� own by and now it’s August.  

It’s not an August that 
we would normally have 
but there are still plenty of 
visitors in town, if not in the 
numbers we’re used to, and 
I’m really missing welcoming 
the cruise ships that would 
normally have been calling 
since the end of April.  As 
always the visitors who are 
here are delighted with Oban 
and as keen as locals to keep 
themselves safe.  

More and more places are 
starting to open up, with the 
Visitor Centre opening this 
week and Oban Chocolate 
Shop opening on Monday 
(Yippee). Dunollie Museum, 
Castle and Grounds have 
plans afoot and Oban 
Distillery is already � nding 
di� erent ways to accommo-
date visitors. 

As with everything just 
now, it’s all being done a 
little di� erently and we’re all 
learning to adapt.  

I’m really looking forward 
to the cinema reopening, 

hopefully in the not too 
distant future as I’ve really 
missed it over the last few 
months. Lockdown has 
shone a light on what’s im-
portant to us when we can’t 
do it anymore.

I’ve been encouraged to 
eat out this week (not that it 
takes much) by the govern-
ment scheme to encourage 
us to eat out locally and it’s 
de� nitely something I will be 
taking advantage of again.  

For those who don’t know 
about it, local eateries can 
sign up to a government 
scheme in August where £10 
or 50 per cent of your meal 
will be paid for on a Monday, 
Tuesday or Wednesday.  Well 
worth taking advantage of.

� e photograph last week 
was of the beautiful window 
boxes outside the Etive 
Restaurant and this week 
isn’t too far away.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Seil Island Hall is celebrating 
£25,000 government funding 
to make up for loss of income 
during the Covid crisis.

� e money is a business sup-
port grant from the Scottish 
Government administered by 
Argyll and Bute Council to 
compensate for losses su� ered 
due to the pandemic.

� e virus forced the cancel-
lation of all the shows, dances, 
cra�  fairs, clubs and groups 
that usually � ll out the hall’s 
calendar year and add to its 
co� ers.

Hall treasurer John Colston 
said: ‘Even when we open 
again we won’t be able to do 
lots of these activities because 
of the numbers of people. As 
yet we don’t even have a date 
when community halls are 
allowed to open.’

� e hall lost all its income 
a� er lockdown, including 
money it should have made 

from a couple of wedding cel-
ebrations, which would have 
contributed toward repairing 
the sewage system.

Chairman of Seil Island 
Hall committee Seamus 
Anderson said: ‘� e money 
will keep us on track, it means 
we won’t have to dip into our 
reserves and can manage to 
maintain the hall and make 
sure it is ready for when it 
can eventually open up again 

and welcome people back.’
For now plans for the annual 
panto that packs the hall in 
January are on hold but there 
are hopes to   bring back last 
year’s scarecrow festival that 
brought in more than £15,000.

Ron Hetherington, who 
came up with the Scarecrow 
Festival idea, said: ‘It was a 
shame we could not do it this 
year but there was no choice. 
We are being optimistic and 

the plan is to go ahead next 
year and make it even bigger 
and bring more funds rolling 
in for the hall.’

� e 2019 Scarecrow Festival 
had more than 130 entries 
from the Invisible Man to mer-
maids, � sher folk, surgeons, 
kayakers and more.

At least the playground next 
to the hall, owned and run by 
the hall management, is back 
open again with safety restric-
tions in place and a donations 
box to help its upkeep.

‘We’re just encouraging 
people to put in a few pennies. 
I don’t know if many people 
are aware it’s the hall that owns 
and runs it,’ said Mr Colston.

Covid and the loss of income 
has meant the temporary 
shelving of development plans 
to extend the hall.

‘We’re hoping once the hall 
is back in business that people 
will be as generous as they 
were before and we can restart 
our development plans again,’ 
said Mr Colston.

Seil hall committee 
welcomes £25,000

Seil Island 
Hall 
chairman 
Seumas 
Anderson 
with his 
donations 
bucket at 
last year’s 
Scarecrow 
Festival.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Butterbridge 
roadworks 
under way
� e � rst phase of a project to 
install safety barriers along 
the A83 at Butterbridge, north 
of the Rest and be � ankful, 
began this week.

� e £30,000 project will see 
300m of new safety barriers 
installed and connected to 
the existing barriers in line 
with the bridge and is part of 
continuing investment in road 
safety on the A83 by Transport 
Scotland.

� e project began on July 27 
and will take place between 
7am and 7pm each day with 
work expected to take up to 
three weeks. No work will take 
place at weekends.

� e second phase of the 
project will take place next 
year which will involve 
teams carrying out drainage 
improvements and installing 
more road safety barriers.

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 
North West representative, 
said: ‘At certain points it will 
be necessary to keep tra�  c 
management in place outwith 
working hours, however, our 
teams will do all they can to 
complete the project as quickly 
and safely as possible.’

Tra�  c choked Tobermory is 
waiting to see if its solutions to 
free up more social distancing 
space receives council backing.

Four ideas have now been 
put to Argyll and Bute Council 
by a tra�  c management 
working group that already 
existed in the town to solve a 
saturation crisis when visitors’ 
cars and campers descend on 
Tobermory at peak tourist 
times.

Tobermory Tra�  c 
Management Committee was 
approached by Argyll and Bute 
Council for problem-busting 
options a� er it received 
£315,000 from the Spaces for 
People programme to deliver 
temporary infrastructure to 
enable safer access for people 
who are walking, cycling or 
on wheels during the Covid 
pandemic.

Funded by Transport 

Scotland and administered by 
Sustrans, the money is to help 
trouble-struck town centres 
across the council region.

One of the Tobermory ideas 
now before the council   is to 
take away a lot of the cars from 
the Main Street to make more 
space for pedestrians.

Long queues on the narrow 
pavement outside the Co-Op 
and the popular bakery on 

that street mean people o� en 
spill out onto the road to social 
distance.

Main Street proposals 
include removing kerbside on-
street parking bays and only 
allowing campervans to drive 
along the street if they are go-
ing to catch the Kilchoan ferry.

Brian Swinbanks, who is 
co-chairperson of Tobermory 
Tra�  c Management 

Committee along with 
Councillor Mary-Jean Devon, 
said: ‘We have adapted some 
of the solutions we’d already 
come up with since the group 
started to look for ways of 
easing saturation of our 
tra�  c-clogged town. We are 
at saturation even now under 
Covid. Tobermory is bustling. 
We have to make it safe as soon 
as possible. � is island has 
worked so hard to keep itself 
safe during Covid, we want to 
keep staying safe now and our 
visitors too.’

Other solutions put forward 
by the group include new signs 
directing tra�  c to Ledaig Car 
Park and guiding camper-
vans and motorhomes up to 

Tobermory Campsite half-a-
mile from the centre.

� e Tobermory group is also 
pushing for a park and ride/
walk car park to be created at 
Baliscate on unused council 
land near the cemetery to take 
more pressure o�  the town.

Tobermory Tra�  c 
Management Committee 
works with partners such as 
the lifeboat crew, � re service, 
the doctor’s surgery, business-
es and other organisations 
from the town.

Under the Covid safer street-
scape scheme, the proposals 
would come in as temporary 
tra�  c regulation orders which 
last 18 months.

‘Of course we’d like to see 
these proposals be permanent,’ 
said Mr Swinbanks.

Tobermory tra�  c options will 
help town social distance safely

Proposals for Main Street 
include removing kerb-side 
on-street parking bays and 
prohibiting campervans and 
motorhomes unless they are 
heading for the ferry.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Improve your home and well-being
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87% of homeowners                   
say aspects of their home

contribute to their 
positive

mental health
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An idea to hold a small charity 
walk near Oban to raise £500 
resulted in a turnout of more 
than 80 walkers and more 
than £6,000 being raised.

� e 4 ⅓ mile event round 
the Gallanach Loop came in 
the wake of Adrian Beard, 
aged 49, from Connel, being 
diagnosed with stage one 
pancreatic cancer in May for 
which he continues to receive 
chemotherapy.

His good friend Finlo 
Cottier decided to put togeth-
er a ‘small team’ to do a local 
24-hour walk to try and raise 
funds for Pancreatic Cancer 
UK (PCUK).

Finlo, 47, from Oban, lost his 
mother Linda to the disease in 
late 2014, with Adrian’s mum 
Sue also passing away from it 
in 2015.

� e local fundraising drive 
coincided with PCUK’s vir-
tual fundraiser ‘� e Big Step 
Forward’ taking place on July 

25. It called on people to walk 
at least between one and four 
miles to raise money and ‘take 
a step, take a moment and a 
stand’ in the battle to improve 
lives for patients.

As news spread of Finlo’s 24-
hour challenge, ever growing 
numbers of people from the 
Oban area wanted to do their 
bit.

� ey included a one-year-

old baby carried in a backpack 
around the course, six-year-
old children, teenagers and 
all ages upwards, including a 
sprightly 71-year-old gentle-
man, Colonel Ross Wilson.

Two friends on holiday in 
Dorset contributed with a six-
mile walk in the south west to 
bring a cumulative total of 587 
miles walked by Team Oban.

In total, 81 people took on 
the challenge and for the 
full 24 hours between Friday 
at 8pm a walker was on the 
loop until the last crossed 
the � nish line at 8.22pm on 
Saturday. Social distancing 
was observed throughout.

Finlo said: ‘� e event was an 

outstanding success in raising 
much-needed funds for sup-
port and research, but more 
importantly a lovely com-
munal activity that despite 
ongoing social distancing 
restrictions we were able to 
reconnect face-to-face in the 
outdoors.’

Adrian added: ‘I announced 
my diagnosis to friends via 
Facebook with a little video 
that asked everyone to provide 
more love, care and support 

We will walk 500 miles! Team Oban’s charity epic

The Beards and the Cottiers celebrate the successful event.

Finlo Cottier, left, and Adrian Beard, organisers of Team Oban.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk



�e Oban Times
Thursday 6 August 2020 NEWS  9

We will walk 500 miles! Team Oban’s charity epic
Far left, Colonel Ross Wilson, 
71, was the most senior 
participant; Ruari Cottier about 
to start piping to mark the 
beginning of the 24-hour-chal-
lenge; Finlo ran the last lap 
in memory of his mum Linda 
Cottier who lost her battle 
against pancreatic cancer in 
2014; below, Adrian at a mile-
stone moment on the walk; The 
Howe family bravely face the 
rain before starting the walk 
in the dark; Ellie Cooper and 
Stephen Day prepare to run 
two laps after Ellie had already 
walked two laps in the evening, 
as Liz Cottier and Angela Beard 
�y the banner.

to each other. �is event was 
all about connecting people, 
being positive and supportive 
to each other.

‘At the end of the day all that 
matters is the relationships 
that we have, so it was amazing 
to see how everyone came 
together for it. It was a truly 
amazing, inspirational and 
memorable day.’

Together with gi� aid, Team 
Oban smashed its target of 
£500 with the current pot at 
more than £6,000.

Nationally, PCUK also dou-
bled its original fundraising 
target of £60,000 to more than 
£120,000 and was taken aback 
by the support from Oban.

As well as supporting people 
and their families with a 
diagnosis, the charity funds 
‘world-leading cutting-edge 
research’.

Only 2.1 per cent of UK can-
cer research spend is focused 
towards pancreatic cancer.

�ere is still time to donate at 
www.thebigstepforward.org.
uk 
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Luing cancels outdoor 
horticultural show
Plans for an open-air horti-
cultural show on Luing this 
Saturday have been cancelled, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

Organisers had hoped the 
alternative show, to be held 
outdoors on Toberonochy Pier, 
would give the island’s gar-
deners, producers and cra� ers 
the chance to show what had 
been keeping them busy in 
lockdown.

With less than one week 
to go, Luing Horticultural 
Society made the decision to 
call the event o�  in response 
to concerns about the risk of 
catching and spreading Covid 
on the island.

Funds raised at the show were 
due to go to Easdale Medical 
Practice as a thank you for its 
ongoing care during the virus 
crisis.

Signs went up on the 
mainland at Cuan Ferry as 
lockdown started to ease, giv-
ing daytrippers advice about 
no toilets and a lack of other 
services, preferring people to 
wait to visit until next season.

Fears about 
Covid-19 
being 
brought 
to island 
means the 
annual 
show will 
not now go 
ahead this 
year.

Shoppers in Oban have been 
encouraged to use a list to help 
reduce waste food going in the 
bin.

Supermarket giant Lidl have 
estimated that a quarter of res-
idents in the town and across 
the Highlands and Islands 
shop without a list.

It means people are buying 
more food than they need – re-
sulting in it being thrown away 
and contributing to Scotland’s 
toll of an estimated 60 million 
wasted meals every month, 
Lidl said.

� e retailer, which has a 
premises on Soroba Road, 
has now partnered with ‘Love 
Food Hate Waste Scotland’ to 
reduce food waste and help 
Scots ‘shop smarter’.

� e Great Taste, No Waste 
campaign o� ers people a 
month of weekly shopping 

lists and meal plans with seven 
days of meals for a family of 
four – all for just £40 per week.

In addition to weekly 
shopping lists, it also includes 
guidance on food storage and 
creative ways to use le� overs.

Ross Millar, Lidl’s regional 
director for Lidl in Scotland, 
said two thirds of Scots are 
shopping less o� en with more 
embracing  a ‘weekly big shop’.

He said: ‘� e Great Taste, No 
Waste initiative aims to show 
Scots how shopping with a list 
can reduce household food 
waste, help feed your family 
delicious meals, and still 
provide the Lidl promise of 
fantastic value for money.’

Iain Gulland, chief executive 
of Zero Waste Scotland, which 
delivers Love Food Hate Waste 
Scotland, said food waste is a 
‘major contributor’ to climate 
change.

He said: ‘When we waste 
food, we waste all the resources 
and care that went into grow-
ing, transporting, packaging 
and cooking it. And, if wasted 
food ends up in land� ll, it 
emits methane, a potent green-
house gas that is many times 
more damaging than carbon 
dioxide.  Preventing avoidable 
food waste could save the av-
erage Scottish household £437 
per year, so there’s a real cost 
saving to be made.’

� e project has been backed 
by Catriona Petit, service 
manager for local charity 
Hope Kitchen, serving Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles.

It has provided 120 food 
parcels a week across the area 
at the height of lockdown and 
relies on shoppers donating 
produce at supermarkets in-
cluding Lidl, M&S and Tesco 
in Oban.

Ms Petit said Lidl worked 
with the charity by handing 
over food with short expiry 
dates.

She said: ‘Any initiative to 
enable people to shop more 
wisely and within budget has 
got to be a good thing. For peo-
ple on lower incomes, it’s good 
not to waste food or money.’

� e Great Taste, No Waste 
list and meal plan is available 
to download now from: www.
lidl.co.uk/greattastenowaste 

An example meal plan for a 
family of four for a week

Lidl’s menu for feeding a 
family of four on budget

Catriona Petit, service 
manager for Hope Kitchen.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk



Face
coverings

Avoid
crowded
places

Clean
your hands

regularly

Two metre
distance

Self isolate and
book a test if you
have symptoms

For more information go to mygov.scot/shielding
#WeAreScotland

The advice for people shielding has changed. You should now follow the same advice as everyone else in Scotland.

Coming out of shielding? 
Here’s how to stay safe.

Up to 8 people from 2 other 
households indoors
Up to 15 people from 4 
other households outdoors

Stay safe by...

• Staying outdoors or opening windows if inside
•  Meeting people from no more than 4 other households a day 
• Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser often
•  Keeping hard surfaces clean and avoiding touching the same 

surfaces as others
• Bringing your own food, plates and cutlery if eating together
• Not eating from the same bowl as others

Seeing friends 
and family

Can go into shops, indoor 
markets and pharmacies
Take a face covering unless 
you are exempt

• Avoiding queues by choosing quieter times
• Reducing the number of trips with one big shop
•  Putting on your face covering before wiping down the handles of 
your trolley or basket

•  Using self-scan or self-checkout, so it’s just you touching the items
• Considering using contactless payment
•  Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser as soon as you 
can afterwards

Going
shopping

• Choosing quieter times or sitting in quiet areas
•  Staying outside if you can and sitting in an outdoor area
• Avoiding going into 1 metre zones
• Sitting facing away from people outwith your group
•  Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser before eating
• Considering using contactless payment

Eating and 
drinking

• Avoiding queues by booking in advance if you can
• Choosing times that are more likely to be quiet
• Avoiding going into 1 metre zones
•  Avoiding touching hard surfaces and using a hand sanitiser if you do
• Choosing businesses with enhanced hygiene measures

Leisure
venues

Admit
One

• Trying to avoid touching your face
• Washing or disposing of your face covering after using
• Taking a bag with you to put used tissues into
• Taking a hand sanitiser and using it regularly
• Avoiding anyone with symptoms

• Booking tickets in advance if you can
• Choosing times that are more likely to be quiet
• Putting on your face covering before you get on
•  Avoiding touching hard surfaces and using a hand sanitiser if you 

touch rails or handles
• Sitting near an open window if you can
•  Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser as soon as you get off

Public
transport

Face
coverings

Avoid
crowded
places

Clean
your hands

regularly

Two metre
distance

Self isolate and
book a test if you
have symptoms

Face
coverings

Avoid
crowded
places

Clean
your hands

regularly

Two metre
distance

Self isolate and
book a test if you
have symptoms

General
hygiene

Can go to restaurants, cafes, 
bars and pubs
May need to leave contact 
details for Test and Protect

Stay safe by...

Can use public transport
including taxis
Take a face covering 
unless you are exempt

Stay safe by...

Stay safe by...

Can visit museums, 
libraries, cinemas etc.
Can attend hairdressers
and barbers

Stay safe by...

Do not go outside if you 
have any of the coronavirus 
symptoms
Call 111 and book a test

Stay safe by...
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Cha toil leamsa sibhse idir! Sin a’ bheachd 
shòlaimte a thug mise dhan tè a bha gam theagasg 
tron chiad sheachdain agam san sgoil ann an 
1953. Saoilidh mi gum bheil seòrsa de chuimhne 
agam air a ràdh, agus air mo phiuthar mhòr ag 
innse orm nuair a chaidh sinn dhachaigh, ach 
’s iomadh uair a chuir am boireannach còir ris 
an tuirt mi na faclan, nam chuimhne iad an 
dèidh sin. Chan eil mi cinnteach an i an neach-
teagaisg, riaghailtean na sgoile, neo an sgoil anns 
an � arsaingeachd air an robh mi cho coma, ach 
siud mar a bha balach còig bliadhna a dh’aois a’ 
faicinn an t-saoghail air an � easgar Dihaoine 
ud.

Bha mi a’ cuimhneachadh air sin is � os 
a-nise gum bi sgoiltean Alba a’ fosgladh às ùr 
an t-seachdain seo tighinn, agus gu dearbh ’s e 
deagh naidheachd a tha an sin dha pàrantan agus 
gu sònraichte dhan chloinn a th’  air uimhir a 
chall thar ceithir mìosan. Gun teagamh rinn 
luchd-teagaisg dìcheall taic foghlaim a chumail 
ris a’ chloinn tron eadar-lìon, ach mar a bhiodh 
dùil, cha do dh’obraich sin cho math dhan na 
h-uile idir. Bidh cuid de chlann nan àrd-sgoilte-
an gu sònraichte iomagaineach nach bi iad dea-
saichte airson na h-ath cheumannan nan cuid 
foghlaim agus tha leasachadh air an dragh sin 
dol a dh’iarraidh spàirn agus dealas bhon neach-
teagaisg agus an sgoilear. Anns na bun-sgoiltean 
Gàidhlig ’s e pàirt mhòr den dragh gun do chaill 
clann eòlas air cleachdadh na Gàidhlig gach 
latha, agus ’s e dùbhlan a tha sin leis gum bheil 

uiread dhiubh à dachannan far nach eil an cànan 
air a cleachdadh mar phrìomh chànan, neo ’s dò-
cha idir.  Saoilidh mi gum feum na sgoiltean sin 
cuimseachadh air bogadh cànain a dhèanamh 
ach an tig a’ chlann air ais chun na Gàidhlig gu 
luath agus gun till an cuid misneachd innte. 

� a sinn beò ann an saoghal gu math àraid 
an-dràsta, agus às aonais stiùir eòlais shoilleir 
air an t-slighe as � eàrr air adhart tha sinn ag 
imeachd air thuairmeas ann an cuid a shuid-
heachaidhean. Ach tha aon nì cinnteach agus ’s 
e sin gum bheil foghlam chloinne deatamach, 
agus gum bheil comas luchd-teagaisg air ùidh 
nan sgoilearan a ghlacadh bunaiteach a thaobh 
’s mar a shoirbhicheas leotha. Chan eil teagamh 
nach eil luchd-obrach na slàinte is eile airidh air 
taing agus moladh airson an cuid saothrach anns 
an t-srì an aghaidh Covid 19, ach tha an luchd-
teagaisg ris am bheil comasan breithneachaidh 
agus adhartais an ath ghinealaich an urra, cuide-
achd rim moladh. Gur math a thèid dhaibh uile 
bhon t-seachdain seo tighinn air adhart, agus 
tha mi ’n dòchas nach bi òganach sam bith den 
aon bharail ‘s a bh’ agamsa deireadh mo chiad 
sheachdain sgoile bho chionn iomadh bliadhna 
air ais!

Best wishes to another vital sector of workers as 
Scotland’s schools reopen this coming week, and 
best wishes too to all the children catching up on 
lost learning! 

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Wild camping
In the early 90s there was roadside camping 
nuisance in Glencoe, between the Achtriochtan 
junction and Clachaig Inn.   Downstream res-
idents in the Glen had serious health concerns.

I was Divisional Engineer with the Regional 
Council Roads Department at the time and we 
brought forward a clearway order that prohibited 
parking not only on the road but on the verges 
too.  Intrusive yellow lines are not needed as a 
clearway order simply requires signs at either 
end with small repeater symbols if the restriction 
covers some distance.

Part of the plan involved the National Trust for 
Scotland as landowner and simple earthworks 
sensitively closed o�  the places that vehicles could 
be driven o�  the road to park. � is proved to be 
an e� ective method of stopping the problem and 
I commend it for investigation by communities 
where there is nuisance from roadside parking.

While we need to take steps to stop the nuisance 
with restrictions, we also need to recognise that 
folk from the cities want to come here and so, de-
pending on the location, it may still be necessary 
to o� er some managed areas, with education and 
disposal points.

John C Hutchison, Fort William.

Who dares cares
My name is Billy Anderson and I am writing to 
you on behalf of Who Dares Cares and Five Men 
In to extend our heartfelt gratitude and deepest 
respect to a number of individuals, and, the Fort 
William/ Lochaber community as a whole.

Who Dares Cares started in 2016 as a support 
charity for veterans su� ering from PTSD and 
due to the huge demand within our society has 
expanded over the last four years to incorporate 
and support people from all walks of life.

Five Men In are a group of � ve veterans whose 
service has le�  them with life changing physical 
and/or psychological injuries. � ey have come 
together to raise £5,000 for our charity. � ey 
have set themselves the challenge of climbing � ve 
munros over the course of a year, with the � rst 
challenge being the ascent of Ben Nevis.

� is was completed on July 18.
Who Dares Cares and Five Men In would 

like everyone to know that the generosity and 
hospitality extended to them by Jacqueline 
Lowry, Masada Country House Hotel,  Karen 
and Uisdean McDonald, Victoria House 
Hotel,  Barbara Findlay, BakeNRoll,  Erol Ozen, 
Ben Nevis Takeaway,  Ali Du� , � e Hairy 
Piper,  Elizabeth Henderson, Highland Smoked 
Salmon, and Cassie Gregor from Arisaig who 
put it all together for us. We were also o� ered 
assistance from the Salvation Army Hall and the 

Bothy Bar which was not needed yet gratefully 
received. In short, within a few days of reaching 
out for help in � nding an area to pitch their tents, 
the local community had them housed, fed and 
watered. Words cannot describe the deep and 
abiding impact these actions have had on every-
one involved. Many, many thanks.

Billy Anderson.

Can reader help in mystery?
My bike run yesterday took me through the 
Strath of Orchy when I spotted a truly magnif-
icent Celtic Cross just up from the road. Such an 
outstanding feature had to be investigated and 
though it was di�  cult to read it appeared to have 
been erected on the site of a former cottage. 

But what really aroused my curiosity was at 
the base of the cross, on the side facing the road 
was the name of Duncan McLaren, former Lord 

Provost of Edinburgh. It appears that this gen-
tleman was a political giant of his time. Born in 
Renton, Dunbartonshire in 1800 he was largely 
self taught, having attended school for only two 
years. By the age of 24 he was running a success-
ful business as a draper before entering local 
government where he was credited with saving 
Edinburgh from � nancial ruin. From there he 
entered  Parliament and represented Edinburgh 
with great distinction for 16 years. He died in 
1886 and is buried in St Cuthbert’s Churchyard, 
Edinburgh, alongside his three wives and other 
family members.

All very interesting but nowhere in my limited 
research is there any mention of Dalmally or 
Argyll. Perhaps a reader can explain the connec-
tion between Renton, Edinburgh and this lovely 
part of Argyll. � ank you.

Stan Ireland, Kirn, Dunoon.

Martyn’s Monday Club move
We were delighted to hear this week that 
Martyn’s Monday Club is about to open the 
doors to its new permanent home.

And they couldn’t have done it without 
your help.

What started out as a vision 18 months 
ago when the club began meeting at Hope 
Kitchen in Oban, has become reality sooner 
than expected thanks to the generosity and 
support of the town and a number of funders.

� is charity is a vital lifeline for our com-
munity, because none of us know when we 
might need someone to talk to to help us 
through a di�  cult period.

� ank you to all the volunteers who give 
up their own time to help others, you are 
appreciated.

Motorhome madness
It is incredible the impact a thoughtless few 
can have on so many.

We can understand the upset and frustra-
tion communities are feeling about the people 
who have hired motorhomes so they can have 
a cheap holiday wild camping around the 
Highlands, but who show no respect to our 
communities or beautiful countryside.

If we can, we need to � nd solutions that 
manage the problems without banning the 
freedoms many enjoy and exercise responsibly.
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DISTRICT NEWS

Every school age child on the island of Coll has 
improved their swimming ability thanks to 
CalMac’s Community Fund, writes Ellis Butcher.

It enabled all eight pupils on the roll at 
Arinagour Primary School to take swimming 
lessons at the Atlantis Leisure Centre, Oban, 
earlier this year.

Chloe Fraser Steele, from the school’s Parent 
Council, organised the trip.

She said: ‘� e main focus of this trip was to 
improve the quality of the children’s swimming 
ability as well as to increase their con� dence in 
the water.’

Each day the children had an hour of swim 
coaching delivered by centre sta�  instructors.

‘As a result of the lessons all the children feel 
more con� dent when they are in the water at 
home on Coll. � is con� dence is a real bene� t 
during watersports,’ said Chloe.

CalMac’s Community Fund was designed to 
create new opportunities for young people by 
supporting non-pro� t youth organisations based 
in a mainland port or islands that the company 
serves with its ferries. Organisations applied for 
an award between £500 to £2,000.

So far the fund has supported 76 projects from 
woman’s football in the Outer Hebrides, to the 
Campbeltown Sea Cadets and a Gaelic youth 
club on Skye. Each application was judged by a 
screening panel of young people recruited from 
across the company’s network, in partnership 
with Young Scot.

Gordon McKillop, CalMac’s corporate social 
responsibility manager, said: ‘A key part of the 
Community Fund’s aims is to open up oppor-
tunities for island young people that they would 
otherwise not have access to.

‘Clearly learning to swim from quali� ed in-
structors in a safe environment is not something 
that can be done on Coll. 

‘So, we were delighted to be able to help build 
this valuable life skill among the island’s young 
people.’ 

Island’s youngsters 
top up swim skills

Bakers on Luing have come up 
with a bun-tastic way of keeping 
islanders sweet.

When Covid temporarily closed 
� e Isle of Luing Bakers’ usual 
selling spot at the Atlantic Islands 
Centre, they decided to pack up a 
car boot and start a home delivery 
service.

� e treats-on-wheels idea is such 
a hit that the bakers, who all give 
their time and skills as volunteers, 
are keeping it going.

� e pro� ts are going to the Isle 
of Luing Community Trust to help 
support the centre while its doors 
are closed.

� e baking boot tours the 
island every Wednesday, starting 
in Cullipool one week then 
Toberonochy the next week, to 
make sure each village gets a 
chance to get � rst choice, says one 
of the bakers, Mary Whitmore.

‘� e baking boot has been so 
popular – whatever we make sells!’ 
she added.

Folk who live on the main route 
hang a � ag or scarf on their gate if 
they want the car to stop.

� e car also stops at the ferry 
shed before the 11am ferry so 
people leaving or coming on to the 
island can get baking too.

On Saturdays the dedicated 
bakers also deliver pre-orders, 
while on Fridays they stock up 
Luing Stores with freshly made 
cinnamon or Belgian buns.

With currently eight bakers bak-
ing twice a week, there is always 
something di� erent to tempt the 
tastebuds and they are all labelled 
with ingredients and allergens.

‘It always includes something 

savoury such as courgette and 
feta tart and cheese scones, and a 
great range of sweet bakes from 
ginger bread, ti�  n, fruit scones, 
lemon drizzle, � apjacks, fruit slice, 
strawberry tarts, meringues, and a 
lovely range of biscuits - including 
the popular oaties,’ said Mary.

Celebration cakes are also be-
coming a speciality – so far themed 
creations have included a camper 

van and a Disney castle complete 
with turrets.

� e baking boot drivers are also a 
big part of the ‘amazing team’, says 
Mary, with making time to ‘have a 
chat on the way’ with customers, 
all part of the service with a cheery 
smile.

You can follow the Isle of Luing 
Home Bakers on Facebook And 
Instagram.

Bake boot delivery 
delights on Luing

Decisions, decisions for Lilly 
Burgar and Ross Kirkham at 
Luing’s baking boot; and above, 
just some of the sweet treats.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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St Kilda is the most well known island in the 
Western Hemisphere.

When all its inhabitants were cleared 90 years 
ago this month it was probably the � rst time in 
many thousands of years the island had been le�  
completely without people.

� irty-six men, women and children sailed 
out of Village Bay aboard the Fishery Cruiser 
HMS Harebell on August 29, 1930, bound for 
the mainland. Twenty-eight were put ashore 
at Lochaline, leaving the remainder to be de-
posited on the Railway Pier in Oban. � is was 
national news and a huge number of reporters 
and photographers from across the UK were 
in both places to greet them. � e Oban Times, 
Scotland’s premier West Highland newspaper, 
was well represented.

� is was not the � rst time the Oban Times 
had encountered the St Kildans and they it.   
� e Oban Times was founded in 1861 and from 
very early on had taken a close interest in their 
welfare and the hard life they endured living 
is such isolation - especially during the winter. 
When the government was slow to come to 
their support in times of famine and illness, the 
pro-cro� er, Gaelic, shinty and piping Cameron 
owners, began a concentrated campaign to come 
to their rescue by demanding an improvement 
in the shipping services to the Outer Isles. � e 
Oban Times was the � underer of the West and, 
being such an in� uential and respected publica-
tion in the corridors of power, politicians of all 
parties sat up and listened. Whereas the major-
ity of reporters at Oban and Lochaline in 1930 
were simply looking for a one day sensation, the 
Oban Times sta�  were di� erent and really cared 
for the long-term future of the islanders.

Was clearing the island at one fell swoop to-
tally necessary?  I believe not. � at it happened 
was due to a number of factors; an indi� erent 
and distant government behaving as though 
they were dealing with a small group of ethnic 
and illiterate natives ekeing out a living in abject 
poverty;   a disinterested Secretary and Under 
Secretary of State for Scotland bent on political 
point-scoring; an overzealous nurse and, most 
importantly and worse, an uncaring absentee 
landowner who should have done his duty by the 
very people he, as a Highland chief, purported 

to care for, but largely washed his hands of when 
they needed him most.

Flora Macaulay (nee Cameron), the long-time 
editor of the Oban Times, dutifully carried 
the government’s self-laudatory press releases 
but made up for it by encouraging and giving 
her correspondents, who held a di� erent view, 
full rein. � e Oban Times could never have 
halted the clearance but without a doubt it led 
to improving the lot of the St Kildans once they 
arrived on the mainland. Written in beautiful 
English,   the Oban Times’ reports and letters 
have lain largely unread from the time they 
were published until this anniversary year. 
� anks to the owners and the present editor, 
I have been given full access to them. What 
follows are short selections from a forthcoming 
book.

8 January 1930: � e Hesperus yet to make a 

second attempt to reach St Kilda due to poor 
weather.

22 February 1930: Fishery Cruiser Norna 
Reaches St Kilda, sick woman removed to 
Glasgow. � e second attempt by Dr Shearer, 
of the Department of Health for Scotland, to 
reach St Kilda proved successful last weekend. 
� e Fishery Cruiser Norna, which was com-
missioned for the voyage on this occasion, le�  
Leith for the West Coast via the Pentland Firth. 
Dr Shearer joined the cruiser at East Loch 
Tarbert, Harris, Dr Shearer accompanied by Dr 
MacLean, a local practitioner, went on board 
the Norna which le�  Lochmaddy at six o’clock 
on Sunday a� ernoon.

Stormy weather was encountered in the 
voyage to St Kilda, but it fortunately improved 
when the cruiser had reached the east side of the 
island. � e sea was somewhat choppy, and as it 

was low tide a landing could not be made at the 
pier. A rowing boat le�  the island and conveyed 
the two doctors ashore from the Norna. � ey 
took with them 23 bags of mails that had been 
for some months overdue, and their arrival with 
these was received with jubilation on the part of 
the islanders. A Gaelic service was in progress 
at the time, but on the sounding of the Norna’s 
siren it was brought to a close. Dr Shearer, who 
is well known among the islanders, having 
made several visits to St Kilda, was warmly re-
ceived. He made a tour of inspection, remaining 
four hours on the island. � ere had been some 
doubt on the approach as to whether a landing 
could be e� ected.   Had there been more wind 
at the time, it might have been very di�  cult, or 
perhaps impossible.

21 June, 1930: Letter entitled: Evacuation of St 
Kilda:

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

The Oban Times and St Kilda clearance: part 1

 
FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 06, 2020 
are listed below with diff erences for major ports listed underneath. 
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

THURSDAY 
Sunny intervals  / moderate breeze
Temperatures 14°C to 20ºC.

FRIDAY 
Thundery showers /  moderate breeze
Temperatures 12°C to 19ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 11ºC to 18ºC.
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 12ºC to 19ºC.

WEATHER

HIGH LOW

19 12
MPH15

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

Thur 01.29 1.0 07.14 3.7
 13.40 0.9 19.33 4.0
Fri 02.04 1.1 07.44 3.6 
 14.14 1.0 20.06 3.9
Sat 02.39 1.2 08.14 3.5 
 14.46 1.2 20.39 3.7
Sun 03.13 1.4 08.45 3.4 
 15.20 1.4 21.12 3.5
Mon 03.50 1.5 09.18 3.3 
 15.56 1.6 21.48 3.3
Tues 04.34 1.7 09.56 3.1 
 16.38 1.8 22.30 3.1
Wed 05.28 1.8 10.46 2.9
 17.33 1.9 23.34 2.9 
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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This photograph was put through the letterbox at The Oban Times’ o�  ce but there 
were no details with it. The person who posted it felt that it included a number of well 
known faces that would be recognised and remembered by Oban Times readers. We 
would love to know who they are. The photograph is of the Sorobians (under 14) and 
was taken in 1948. If any of our readers do recognise some if not all the faces, we’d love 
to hear from you. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk

This blast from the past is of Oban Gaelic Choir – we recognise one young lady at the 
front! – and we think they are in Tobermory, on the Isle of Mull. But what was the year, 
and what was the occasion? If you know, email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryearsThe Oban Times and St Kilda clearance: part 1

Sir,   As it has been decided to remove the 
inhabitants from St Kilda before the end of this 
summer, and no place is mentioned for their mi-
gration, I would suggest the island of Rona in the 
Inner Hebrides would form an ideal settlement. 
� is island, which is half a mile to the north of 
the Island of Raasay, had a population of 176 in 
1882, while today there are only two families 
and the Lighthouse attendants, the cro� ers 
having removed a few years ago to the south end 
of Raasay, where the Board of Agriculture found 
small holdings for them.

Rona Island, notwithstanding its uninviting 
appearance, is quite fertile, with many oases and 
good pastures for sheep and cattle rearing. It has 
a modern school and dwelling house attached, 
together with a small church and missionary 
house, and I believe some of the evacuated 
houses which were of modern construction are 
in good state of preservation, all now likely to 
go to ruins.

� e island is one of the best harbours in the 
Western Isles and is situated in � ne � shing 
grounds. Lobsters are plentiful and would be 

a pro� table source of income to the settlers. 
Although the island is almost tenantless, save for 
the Lighthouse attendants, it has a mail delivery 
from Raasay three times a week, while a cargo 
boat calls fortnightly, or whenever required. 
Rona, I am convinced, would strongly appeal 
to the St Kildans as it has much of the natural 
features of their own beloved St Kilda, and as 
it is the property of the Board of Agriculture, 
containing a school and church, etc., the trans-
plantation of the St Kildans could be carried out 
with very little expense. I am etc, Jno Nicolson.

21 June, 1930: Report: St Kilda - A Hurried 
Decision to Evacuate

It seems ordained that the island is to be 
evacuated and the population transferred to 
other parts. We would have thought that some 
sort of legislative   procedure would have been 
necessary for such a wholesale removal, but our 
masters have great powers in these times. Where 
the islanders would like to go, and how they will 
be received by the people with whom they will be 
merged, are questions which will come up again.

To be continued.

Left, packing the famous St Kilda tweed which had been a great source of income to the 
islanders; and above, an early view of the main St Kilda settlement above Village Bay. 
Photographs supplied by Iain Thornber.



Get outdoors 
and improve 
the health of 
all the family

visitbritain.com/know-before-you-go 

THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS: 
Walking helps 
you to stay fit 
and healthy.

MAGNIFICENT MOUNTAINS: It’s time 
to explore some of Scotland’s best assets.

Whether you are heading for the 
hills, planning a coastal stroll or 
fancy splashing about in the sea or 
a lake, make sure you take time to 
check out what you need to do to 
stay safe.
Go to visitbritain.com/know-before-
you-go to learn more about heading 
outdoors safely.

Plan your day with safety in mind

Summer is here and it is a great time to make some healthy changes.
The past few months have reminded us of what really ma�ers; 

 our health.  We all have things we’d like to improve, whether 
 that’s losing  weight or ge�ing more physically active. 

Here is some advice on how to take advantage of the great  
outdoors and get the whole family fit this summer.

n Have the right kit – the right shoes, 
a waterproof, a map, water
n Tell people where you are going 
if visiting the hills, a remote area or 
out to sea
n Choose an activity or location 
within your existing skills and 
experience level
n Check the weather forecast and 
tide times
n Only swim where it is safe and 
permi�ed
n Avoid popular honey pot sites – this 

will help maintain social distancing
n Weekends and afternoons can be 
very busy – choose another time if 
you can
n Discover new places and hidden 
gems
n Leave your car at your 
accommodation if possible
n Check if services you need such 
as toilets, baby changing and other 
facilities are available
n  Take hand sanitiser and use face 
coverings in line with local rules

with family-friendly outdoor 
activities. 

No ma	er where you are, 
lakes and waterways make for 
not only incredibly scenic views 
but also cover a whole range of 
activities.

The United Kingdom’s 15 
National Parks also contain 
some of the nation’s most 
beautiful and inspiring 
landscapes.

You’ll find some of the best 
walking, cycling and horse 
riding locations and a whole 
host of other adventure 
activities in the spectacular 
parks. 

Add nearly 50 Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and you’ll find you’re spoilt 
for choice when it comes 
to exploring our famous 
countryside and keeping fit.

NOTE: Please keep in mind 
that England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland currently 
have different guidelines, advice 
and timelines for reopening 
tourism.  

So do please make sure you 
check the respective official 
sources for information before 
you travel.

THE SUMMER months offer us 
all the perfect opportunity to 
make changes to improve our 
mental and physical health.

Ge	ing active is good for your 
body and mind, and there are 
lots of easy ways to get active.

Taking a brisk walk every 
day will help shed the pounds, 
but there is nothing be	er 
than heading out into the great 
outdoors to take in some of the 
wonderful countryside and 
coastal sites close to home.

There are fabulous 
woodlands, beaches and picnic 
spots everywhere.

And you don’t have to just go 
walking.

Cycling has become ever 
more popular during lockdown 
and swimming in rivers and 
lakes is another wonderful way 
to get the blood pumping and 
improve your health.

A survey taken at the start 
of lockdown revealed that one 
in four of us admi	ed that we 
were more active than before 
lockdown.

This increased to one in three 
as lockdown continued, with 
comba	ing lockdown weight 
gain and helping mental health 
given as the top reasons many 
people are turning to some form 
of physical exercise.

There is so much to choose 
from to keep you active from 
dusk to dawn.

From aerial assault courses 
to horse riding treks, there 
are a massive range of outdoor 
family activities and endless 
possibilities for days out packed 

CHECK OUT 
WHAT YOU 
NEED TO  
STAY SAFE

Get outdoors 
and improve 
the health of 
all the family

visitbritain.com/know-before-you-go 

THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS: 
Walking helps 
you to stay fit 
and healthy.

MAGNIFICENT MOUNTAINS: It’s time 
to explore some of Scotland’s best assets.

Whether you are heading for the 
hills, planning a coastal stroll or 
fancy splashing about in the sea or 
a lake, make sure you take time to 
check out what you need to do to 
stay safe.
Go to visitbritain.com/know-before-
you-go to learn more about heading 
outdoors safely.

Plan your day with safety in mind

Summer is here and it is a great time to make some healthy changes.
The past few months have reminded us of what really ma�ers; 

 our health.  We all have things we’d like to improve, whether 
 that’s losing  weight or ge�ing more physically active. 

Here is some advice on how to take advantage of the great  
outdoors and get the whole family fit this summer.

n Have the right kit – the right shoes, 
a waterproof, a map, water
n Tell people where you are going 
if visiting the hills, a remote area or 
out to sea
n Choose an activity or location 
within your existing skills and 
experience level
n Check the weather forecast and 
tide times
n Only swim where it is safe and 
permi�ed
n Avoid popular honey pot sites – this 

will help maintain social distancing
n Weekends and afternoons can be 
very busy – choose another time if 
you can
n Discover new places and hidden 
gems
n Leave your car at your 
accommodation if possible
n Check if services you need such 
as toilets, baby changing and other 
facilities are available
n  Take hand sanitiser and use face 
coverings in line with local rules

with family-friendly outdoor 
activities. 

No ma	er where you are, 
lakes and waterways make for 
not only incredibly scenic views 
but also cover a whole range of 
activities.

The United Kingdom’s 15 
National Parks also contain 
some of the nation’s most 
beautiful and inspiring 
landscapes.

You’ll find some of the best 
walking, cycling and horse 
riding locations and a whole 
host of other adventure 
activities in the spectacular 
parks. 

Add nearly 50 Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and you’ll find you’re spoilt 
for choice when it comes 
to exploring our famous 
countryside and keeping fit.

NOTE: Please keep in mind 
that England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland currently 
have different guidelines, advice 
and timelines for reopening 
tourism.  

So do please make sure you 
check the respective official 
sources for information before 
you travel.

THE SUMMER months offer us 
all the perfect opportunity to 
make changes to improve our 
mental and physical health.

Ge	ing active is good for your 
body and mind, and there are 
lots of easy ways to get active.

Taking a brisk walk every 
day will help shed the pounds, 
but there is nothing be	er 
than heading out into the great 
outdoors to take in some of the 
wonderful countryside and 
coastal sites close to home.

There are fabulous 
woodlands, beaches and picnic 
spots everywhere.

And you don’t have to just go 
walking.

Cycling has become ever 
more popular during lockdown 
and swimming in rivers and 
lakes is another wonderful way 
to get the blood pumping and 
improve your health.

A survey taken at the start 
of lockdown revealed that one 
in four of us admi	ed that we 
were more active than before 
lockdown.

This increased to one in three 
as lockdown continued, with 
comba	ing lockdown weight 
gain and helping mental health 
given as the top reasons many 
people are turning to some form 
of physical exercise.

There is so much to choose 
from to keep you active from 
dusk to dawn.

From aerial assault courses 
to horse riding treks, there 
are a massive range of outdoor 
family activities and endless 
possibilities for days out packed 

CHECK OUT 
WHAT YOU 
NEED TO  
STAY SAFE

WALKING IN Scotland 
means mighty mountains 
to conquer, plenty of forest 
paths or coastal walks to 
meander along, charming 
villages to discover, and 
exciting city routes to explore.

Whether you’d like to enjoy 
a walking holiday, or simply 
an a�ernoon’s amble, you’re 
definitely in the right place 
when you are in Scotland. 

 What are you waiting for?
It’s time to explore one of 

Scotland’s best assets – the 
great outdoors Scotland’s 
Great Trails, such as the West 
Highland Way, the Great 
Glen Way, Fife Coastal Path 
and the Southern Upland 
Way are among the best 
walking routes in the world 
for experienced hikers and 
take you through some 

outstanding scenery. They’re 
fantastic for those who want 
to discover the country on 
foot, by bike or even, along 
one route, in a canoe.

The trails are distinctively 
waymarked, largely off-road 
and traffic free and have a 
range of visitor services along 
the way.

You can take the family and 
walk or bike a route in small 
sections on an a�ernoon or 
day trip, or plan a multi-day 
epic and tackle a trail in one 
go.

If you decide to opt for a 
multi-day walk or want to 
stay overnight, check out 
businesses that are part of the 
Walkers Welcome scheme.

Learn more at 
visitscotland.com/see-do/
active/walking

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       

ADULTS SHOULD aim to be 
physically active every day.

They should a�empt to do 
strengthening activities that work all 
the major muscles in the legs, hips, 
back, abdomen, chest, shoulders and 
arms on at least two days a week.

It is also recommended that 
people do at least 150 minutes of 
moderately intense activity every 
week, or 75 minutes of vigorously 
intense activity a week.

However, people need to make 
sure the type and intensity of activity 
is appropriate for their level of 
fitness, and take medical advice if 
necessary.

Moderate activity such as brisk 
walking, riding a bike and hiking will 
raise your heart rate, and make you 
breathe faster and feel warmer.

One way to tell if you’re working 
at a moderate intensity level is if you 
can still talk, but not sing. Vigorous 
intensity activity makes you breathe 
hard and fast. If you’re working at 
this level, you will not be able to 
say more than a few words without 
pausing for breath.

In general, 75 minutes of vigorous 
intensity activity can give similar 
health benefits to 150 minutes of 
moderate intensity activity.

Examples of vigorous activities 
include jogging or running, 
swimming fast, or riding a bike fast 
or on hills.

Ge�ing physical every day

KEEPING FIT: Jogging, cycling and swimming are good for your 
health and are enjoyable too.                                      Photo: Shu�erstock.

Walking tall in the 
Sco�ish mountains 
or taking a stroll 
along the coastline
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MAGNIFICENT MOUNTAINS: It’s time 
to explore some of Scotland’s best assets.

Whether you are heading for the 
hills, planning a coastal stroll or 
fancy splashing about in the sea or 
a lake, make sure you take time to 
check out what you need to do to 
stay safe.
Go to visitbritain.com/know-before-
you-go to learn more about heading 
outdoors safely.

Plan your day with safety in mind

Summer is here and it is a great time to make some healthy changes.
The past few months have reminded us of what really ma�ers; 

 our health.  We all have things we’d like to improve, whether 
 that’s losing  weight or ge�ing more physically active. 

Here is some advice on how to take advantage of the great  
outdoors and get the whole family fit this summer.
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a waterproof, a map, water
n Tell people where you are going 
if visiting the hills, a remote area or 
out to sea
n Choose an activity or location 
within your existing skills and 
experience level
n Check the weather forecast and 
tide times
n Only swim where it is safe and 
permi�ed
n Avoid popular honey pot sites – this 

will help maintain social distancing
n Weekends and afternoons can be 
very busy – choose another time if 
you can
n Discover new places and hidden 
gems
n Leave your car at your 
accommodation if possible
n Check if services you need such 
as toilets, baby changing and other 
facilities are available
n  Take hand sanitiser and use face 
coverings in line with local rules
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Taking a brisk walk every 
day will help shed the pounds, 
but there is nothing be	er 
than heading out into the great 
outdoors to take in some of the 
wonderful countryside and 
coastal sites close to home.

There are fabulous 
woodlands, beaches and picnic 
spots everywhere.

And you don’t have to just go 
walking.

Cycling has become ever 
more popular during lockdown 
and swimming in rivers and 
lakes is another wonderful way 
to get the blood pumping and 
improve your health.

A survey taken at the start 
of lockdown revealed that one 
in four of us admi	ed that we 
were more active than before 
lockdown.

This increased to one in three 
as lockdown continued, with 
comba	ing lockdown weight 
gain and helping mental health 
given as the top reasons many 
people are turning to some form 
of physical exercise.

There is so much to choose 
from to keep you active from 
dusk to dawn.

From aerial assault courses 
to horse riding treks, there 
are a massive range of outdoor 
family activities and endless 
possibilities for days out packed 
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Here is some advice on how to take advantage of the great  
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n Tell people where you are going 
if visiting the hills, a remote area or 
out to sea
n Choose an activity or location 
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experience level
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as toilets, baby changing and other 
facilities are available
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No ma	er where you are, 
lakes and waterways make for 
not only incredibly scenic views 
but also cover a whole range of 
activities.

The United Kingdom’s 15 
National Parks also contain 
some of the nation’s most 
beautiful and inspiring 
landscapes.

You’ll find some of the best 
walking, cycling and horse 
riding locations and a whole 
host of other adventure 
activities in the spectacular 
parks. 

Add nearly 50 Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and you’ll find you’re spoilt 
for choice when it comes 
to exploring our famous 
countryside and keeping fit.

NOTE: Please keep in mind 
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and Northern Ireland currently 
have different guidelines, advice 
and timelines for reopening 
tourism.  

So do please make sure you 
check the respective official 
sources for information before 
you travel.

THE SUMMER months offer us 
all the perfect opportunity to 
make changes to improve our 
mental and physical health.

Ge	ing active is good for your 
body and mind, and there are 
lots of easy ways to get active.

Taking a brisk walk every 
day will help shed the pounds, 
but there is nothing be	er 
than heading out into the great 
outdoors to take in some of the 
wonderful countryside and 
coastal sites close to home.

There are fabulous 
woodlands, beaches and picnic 
spots everywhere.

And you don’t have to just go 
walking.

Cycling has become ever 
more popular during lockdown 
and swimming in rivers and 
lakes is another wonderful way 
to get the blood pumping and 
improve your health.

A survey taken at the start 
of lockdown revealed that one 
in four of us admi	ed that we 
were more active than before 
lockdown.

This increased to one in three 
as lockdown continued, with 
comba	ing lockdown weight 
gain and helping mental health 
given as the top reasons many 
people are turning to some form 
of physical exercise.

There is so much to choose 
from to keep you active from 
dusk to dawn.

From aerial assault courses 
to horse riding treks, there 
are a massive range of outdoor 
family activities and endless 
possibilities for days out packed 

CHECK OUT 
WHAT YOU 
NEED TO  
STAY SAFE

WALKING IN Scotland 
means mighty mountains 
to conquer, plenty of forest 
paths or coastal walks to 
meander along, charming 
villages to discover, and 
exciting city routes to explore.

Whether you’d like to enjoy 
a walking holiday, or simply 
an a�ernoon’s amble, you’re 
definitely in the right place 
when you are in Scotland. 

 What are you waiting for?
It’s time to explore one of 

Scotland’s best assets – the 
great outdoors Scotland’s 
Great Trails, such as the West 
Highland Way, the Great 
Glen Way, Fife Coastal Path 
and the Southern Upland 
Way are among the best 
walking routes in the world 
for experienced hikers and 
take you through some 

outstanding scenery. They’re 
fantastic for those who want 
to discover the country on 
foot, by bike or even, along 
one route, in a canoe.

The trails are distinctively 
waymarked, largely off-road 
and traffic free and have a 
range of visitor services along 
the way.

You can take the family and 
walk or bike a route in small 
sections on an a�ernoon or 
day trip, or plan a multi-day 
epic and tackle a trail in one 
go.

If you decide to opt for a 
multi-day walk or want to 
stay overnight, check out 
businesses that are part of the 
Walkers Welcome scheme.

Learn more at 
visitscotland.com/see-do/
active/walking

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       

ADULTS SHOULD aim to be 
physically active every day.

They should a�empt to do 
strengthening activities that work all 
the major muscles in the legs, hips, 
back, abdomen, chest, shoulders and 
arms on at least two days a week.

It is also recommended that 
people do at least 150 minutes of 
moderately intense activity every 
week, or 75 minutes of vigorously 
intense activity a week.

However, people need to make 
sure the type and intensity of activity 
is appropriate for their level of 
fitness, and take medical advice if 
necessary.

Moderate activity such as brisk 
walking, riding a bike and hiking will 
raise your heart rate, and make you 
breathe faster and feel warmer.

One way to tell if you’re working 
at a moderate intensity level is if you 
can still talk, but not sing. Vigorous 
intensity activity makes you breathe 
hard and fast. If you’re working at 
this level, you will not be able to 
say more than a few words without 
pausing for breath.

In general, 75 minutes of vigorous 
intensity activity can give similar 
health benefits to 150 minutes of 
moderate intensity activity.

Examples of vigorous activities 
include jogging or running, 
swimming fast, or riding a bike fast 
or on hills.

Ge�ing physical every day

KEEPING FIT: Jogging, cycling and swimming are good for your 
health and are enjoyable too.                                      Photo: Shu�erstock.

Walking tall in the 
Sco�ish mountains 
or taking a stroll 
along the coastline
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Decisions still have to be made around 
three major events in Oban which provide 
an end-of-season boost for town businesses 
and local tourism, writes Ellis Butcher.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon announced 
on � ursday that live outdoor events could 
potentially return on an ‘indicative date’ of 
August 24 with social distancing in place 
and barring any spike in Scotland’s coro-
navirus cases. But in spite of this, question 
marks remain over some high-pro� le events 
on the Oban calendar.

Andy Spence, chief executive of 
BID4Oban, admitted it was ‘di�  cult to 
say’ at this stage what might happen. He 
said events still lined up include Motorfest 
scheduled for September 20; the Fireworks 
Display on November 5 and the Reindeer 
Parade on November 18.

Mr Spence said: ‘We have not made a 
decision yet on any of these events and 
will be taking advice from Argyll and Bute 
Council.’

O�  cials are reluctant to make any 
commitment now with the coronavirus situ-
ation still far from certain and community 
sensitivities around drawing large crowds to 
the town.

Kevin Devine, chairman of Oban and 
District Classic Vehicle Club, said the 
Motorfest event had grown in reputation 
in the � ve-to-six years it had been going, 
adding that the club was awaiting advice 
from environmental health o�  cials. And 
while no formal decision has been made, his 
own feeling was that it was doubtful it could 
go ahead.

Mr Spence said the � reworks display was 
easier to manage because people could be 
socially distanced along the esplanade.

He said it may be that this year the 
Reindeer Parade would take place during 
the day. However, the mass gathering 
around Station Square for the lights switch-
on is likely to go.

Question marks 
remain over 
Oban events

New boutique hotel for Oban
A new boutique hotel and house is set to open 
in Oban in August.

No. 26 By � e Sea is another investment in 
the town by experienced restaurateur and 
businessman Paul Sloan.

Major works are under way at the bay-facing 
nine-room property which has been extended 
and is situated between MacKays Guest House 
and Alltavona House on Corran Esplanade.

Formerly guesthouse Ach-Na-Mara, or 
Meadow By � e Sea, it commands panoramic 
views of the bay and islands.

No formal opening date has been set in 
August as the property is being entirely rede-
veloped having been purchased in October.

� e original plan was to open in May, but 
the works were delayed by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

General manager will be Ioana Moldovan, 
of Oban, who is originally from Transylvania, 

Romania, where she studied economy and 
tourism at university.

Ioana, aged 26, has gone on to make a career 
in hospitality both in her home country and 
Cheltenham, England.

A year and a half ago, she moved to Scotland, 
working at � e Taynuilt Inn until December 
last year, and then taking on the new project.

Of the new venture, Ioana said: ‘It’s not going 
to be a typical hotel and when you come in 
I want it to feel like home and to feel really 
relaxed.’

Raise the bar
� e aim is to raise the bar for guest accom-

modation and provide a high standard.
Each room has been individually-created 

by top interior designer Dominic Paul of 
Glasgow-based IBDP, which has spearheaded 
major refurbishment projects across Scotland 
from top restaurants to major hotel makeovers.

Room themes for Number 26 include a cabin 
room to a garden room and a Scottish room, 
among others.

� e Scottish room will feature a large 
four-poster bed, a balcony and high-quality 
fabrics and contemporary Tartan materials.

Special touches include custom-designed 
handmade features in the rooms made by 
expert carpenters. � ese include headboards 
made of beautiful wood from Ireland, and 
a room containing a free-standing copper 
bathtub.

Number 26 will also o� er a modest gymna-
sium and two self-serving ‘honesty bars’ with 
guests noting down their drinks and settling 
at departure.

Plans include allowing the entire property to 
be booked out as a house by groups of friends 
and staging events.

� ese will include relaxed and informal 
cookery classes led by Oban’s long-standing 
chef Alex Needham.

� e hotel has been recruiting new members 
of sta�  - four to begin with - and plans to grow 
depending on the performance of tourism in 
the months ahead.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Ioana Moldovan, new 
general manager of 
No 26 By The Sea in 
Oban.
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� e Scottish 
Association for 
Marine Science 
(SAMS) has 
launched a range 
of clothing to 
promote Earth’s 
largest ecosystem.

� e online shop sells 
environmentally-friendly t-shirts, hoodies 
and bags displaying positive ocean images 
and messaging.

SAMS, based at Dunsta� nage, near 
Oban, said the venture into clothing is to 
increase awareness of the environment and 
to promote marine science research among 
new audiences.

SAMS has been highlighting the marine 
environment through research, education 
and outreach activities in the run-up to the 
UN Decade of the Oceans (2021-2030).

Dr Anuschka Miller, head of communi-
cations at SAMS, explained: ‘We believe 
marine science is in fashion and we wanted 
to give others a chance to express that.

‘We also think clothing could for some 
become an entry-level into marine science.

‘Fashion can be a good-looking reminder 
about important issues. We are constantly 
bombarded with powerful marketing 
messages and easily forget even the most 
important messages if they are not regularly 
and powerfully repeated.

‘We hope that people will start to literally 
wear their ocean heart on their sleeve, and 
in doing so will also support our marine 
science research and education.’

Items can be viewed at www.oceanexplor-
ershop.co.uk

SAMS also hosts design and textiles 
company Crùbag, run by graduate Jessica 
Giannotti. Crùbag merges ocean science 
and art to create one-of-a-kind print 
designs and sustainable luxury accessories 
to raise awareness of our oceans.

SAMS dips toe into 
eco-fashion with 
online shop

Building A Great Business
ANGUS MACDONALD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

In the second part of our six-part series, Fort 
William businessman Angus MacDonald o� ers 
advice on starting your own company, and it is 
quite possible to build a valuable business in the 
West Highlands.

Getting the right product and 
building a team
At the early stage of my career I was like a 
spaniel with its nose to the ground, checking out 
everything. I was constantly on the lookout for 
that exciting business opportunity, the people 
I wanted to work alongside, and what would be 
needed in the business plan to ensure it would 
be viable. 

You have a much higher chance of success in 
building a business in an area you enjoy and 
know well. For example, if I were a car mechanic 
I probably shouldn’t open a gi�  shop or estate 
agency as my initial startup, but if I heard of an 
ongoing issue with gearboxes in boat engines 
or wind turbines that might be the promising 
business opportunity I’d been looking for.

A� er some initial work and some reference 
pieces to demonstrate my solution, I’d want to 
ensure my product was good enough.  

I’m certain potential customers would be keen 
to meet to discuss how I could help resolve their 
problem. I could quiz them about the gap in the 
market, level of quality needed and what prices 
the market would accept. If there was success 
with these meetings, I would start considering 
who I needed to join the launch team. My heart 
would be beating wildly with the prospect of 
getting going.

I would start working on a business plan im-
mediately. A plan � ushes out many of the things 
you need to consider, such as ‘unique selling 
points’ (USP), a potential client list, competitors, 
sourcing of the raw materials, estimate of the 
market size, skills of sta�  required, property 
needed, and � nancial backing to launch and 
fund the early stages. While doing this I’d start 
writing down assumptions for everything: how 
many sta�  I might need in each of the � rst three 
years; how much the salary bill would be; how 
many units would I need to sell; what would they 

cost me; and how much will I be able to sell them 
for etc.

I have always been involved in identifying the 
right product then selling it, and freely admit 
that I need a colleague to do the � nances and 
back o�  ce role as well as someone to do the 
creation or manufacturing. My time is better 
spent in front of customers. Everyone has a skill, 
but very few of us have all the skills needed in 
a sizeable company. Great people are the foun-
dations for great companies: invest your time in 
selecting them.

As I wrote in last week’s column, a business 
plan needs to demonstrate that you can scale 
up to a signi� cant level. In my opinion it takes 
� ve years to build your team and really get your 
product right and accepted by the customers, 
then a full 10 years to make the business properly 
successful. Concentrate on a limited number of 
products at � rst, make that really work then you 
will be ready to diversify, with expansion o� en 
driven by client demand.

When you have the core launch team, a busi-
ness plan and customers who have agreed in 
principle to buy from you, you are in a strong po-
sition to raise � nance. My � rst business required 
£20,000 to launch. I approached a high net 
worth individual, who invested half the money 

and lent me, unsecured, the other £10,000 to buy 
my 50 per cent. � is is what would be described 
as ‘friends and family’ investing. With the right 
people, customers and business plan, I believe it 
would be relatively easy to raise enough money 
to get most businesses going — unless signi� cant 
capital upfront is required. Be prepared to give 
investors a share in the business. � e right in-
vestor won’t only put money in, but will also help 
build the company through client introductions, 
technical knowhow or management advice.

About seven years ago a former car mechanic 
in Lochgilphead named Ewan Anderson 
approached me. He was leaving a wind farm 
maintenance � rm where he managed the parts 
department, to start his own business with his 
previous employer as his � rst customer. Ewan 
wondered if I would back him, and I did. Today 
Renewable Parts Ltd has 30 customers, £6mil-
lion in annual sales, employs 25 people, wins 
every award going, is nicely pro� table and is 
growing fast.

Next week: what is needed to build a really 
valuable company.
 Angus MacDonald has built signi� cant 
businesses in renewable energy, recycling, online 
education and publishing while based in the 
highlands. 

Renewable 
Parts Ltd was 
launched by 
former car 
mechanic Ewan 
Anderson in 
Lochgilphead 
seven years ago. 
The company 
now turns over 
£6m in annual 
sales. 

We have launched a helpline to help steer companies 
through the Coronavirus lockdown period.
We want to assist those businesses that, through no fault 
of their own, � nd themselves confronting various pressing 
business problems as a direct result of the government 
restrictions to quell the spread of COVID-19.
There are various options available to businesses and 
if you need a sounding board or to speak to a � nancial 
expert about your options, we are here to listen and o� er 
free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

168 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000
4 High Street, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478

{                                      }Wylie & Bisset giving free business advice 
to steer Scottish businesses through 

Coronavirus lockdown

Call now on 
0141 566 7096
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Proli� c historical writer Mary 
McGrigor has just published 
her latest book.

� e Rebel’s Redeemers is 
a 200-page comprehensive 
study of the lives of two men 
remarkable for their humanity 
in their day.

Most people know of the 
Jacobite rising of 1745 but few 
are aware of the e� orts made 
by General Campbell, later 
the 4th Duke of Argyll, and 
Duncan Forbes of Culloden, 
who was Lord President of the 
Court of Session, to mitigate 
the su� ering of Prince Charles’ 
supporters following the defeat 
of his army.

� e author, who is in her 90s 
and lives on the shores of Loch 
Awe, grew up in a 15th-century 

Scottish castle which inspired 
her love of history.

Married to a soldier at 20, she 
has lived in Argyll for more 
than 60 years since her hus-
band Sir Charles McGrigor le�  
the army to buy a sheep farm.

Beginning with writing local 
histories, she then branched 
out into historical

biographies.
With a large family of four 

children, 12 grandchildren 
and two great granddaughters, 
Lady Mary still � nds plenty 
of time to write from an up-
per-� oor study at her home in 
Port Sonachan.

Her � rst history book in 2000 
was Argyll – Land of Blood 
and Beauty, which captured a 
vast magical past and took 10 
years to write.

� e next one was an edit 
of James McGrigor’s auto-

biography. Not only was he 
Wellington’s Surgeon General 
in Spain during the Peninsula 
campaign, surviving battle, 
typhoid and shipwreck to 
become the founding father of 
the the Royal Army Medical, 
but he was also an ancestor of 
her late husband.

Tales of spies, admirals 
and princesses followed, but 
her favourite account was 
that of � e Tsar’s Doctor – a 
true story about James Wylie 
born in Kincardine in 1767 
who went to Russia to escape 
punishment for stealing sheep. 
He went on to become one of 
the most celebrated doctors 
in Europe, performing the 
� rst tracheotomy operation to 
be carried out in Russia on a 
favourite of Tsar Paul I,   who 
was so impressed he made him 
his personal doctor.

A book in 2018 li� ed a lavish 
lid on Margaret, Scotland’s 
Tudor Queen, and the same 
year saw the publishing of � e 
Great Survivor: � e Amazing 
Escapes of James VI of 
Scotland and � rst of England.

Lady Mary’s � rst published 
work was a poem at the age 
of just eight and her � rst 
historical essay was in 1969 
for a Scottish Women’s Rural 
Institutes. She went on to 
become a regular contributor 
to the Scottish Field magazine.

� e Rebel’s Redeemers is 
published by Austin Macauley 
Publishers and is

available on Austinmacauley.
com and Amazon and all 
major booksellers.

Author’s new book tells of 
The Rebel’s Redeemers
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Mary 
McGrigor’s 
latest book 
tells the story 
of two men 
who worked 
to ease the 
su� ering of 
Bonnie Prince 
Charlie’s 
supporters 
following the 
defeat of his 
army.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Plan ahead and see what’s open and when 
at go.wildaboutargyll.co.uk

We’re going the extra mile 
to bring you a bumper 

special edition magazine.

Look out for  

‘The Extra Mile’  

mag FREE with 

this paper
next week

Sharing stories and hot tips from our locals on 
things to do, places to see, and unique 

experiences for everyone to enjoy Argyll and  
the Isles responsibly as lockdown li�s.



Thursday 6 August 202022 LEISURE

A project launched by a well-
known Mid Argyll artist to 
brighten up lockdown has 
attracted participants from as 
far away as Australia, Hong 
Kong and the USA, writes 
Colin Cameron.

Tayvallich-based John 
Lowrie Morrison – known as 
Jolomo – who is best known 
for his landscapes of Scotland 
in high-key colour, was 
amazed by the response when 
he encouraged fans on social 
media to share images of the 
colour around them.

� e artist received stunning 
photographs from Scotland, 
the UK and around the 
world, which were shared 
with thousands of others on 
Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter using the hashtag 
#colourso� ockdown.

John said: ‘Colour is very 
important in my work. � e 
colours in my paintings devel-
oped an even brighter hue in 
lockdown, as if my spirit was 

compensating for the time of 
darkness the world was going 
through.

‘When people ask me where 
I get my colours from, I tell 
them to look a bit harder. � ere 
is colour almost anywhere. I 
wanted to encourage people 
to notice the colours around 
them in lockdown, even if they 
couldn’t travel far, because it 
li� s the spirit.

‘� e response has been 

amazing and some of the 
photographs are superb. It’s 
against the spirit of the project 
to turn it into a competition, 
but some of the pictures were 
so strong they deserve a wider 
audience.’

People responded with 
images taken on cameras 
and mobile phones, on daily 
walks or capturing views from 
windows. � e photographs in-
clude a cow in the setting sun 

from Queensland, Australia, 
sunset on a beach in Calpe, 
Spain, and a view of the city 
lights from a balcony in Hong 
Kong. Images from Scotland 
include spectacular sunsets 
from Oban and Machrihanish.

Many people said seeing 
the photographs helped cheer 
them up in a di�  cult time. 
One wrote: ‘� e photos have 
been stunning, beautiful and 
inspiring, which has helped us 
through this unprecedented 
time.’

Another said: ‘Although I’m 
a key worker and have worked 
through lockdown, I can’t be-
lieve how much I am noticing 
colours now.’

Jolomo’s lockdown photo 
project goes global

Raymond Hosie from 
Campbeltown took this 
photograph at the Pans, 
Machrihanish, looking to-
wards Islay and Jura, around 
10.30pm on a June evening. 
It was made more special for 
being his birthday. 

Strachur Smiddy opened its 
doors again on Saturday, 
August 1, a� er an uncertain 
few months due to Covid-19.

� e museum will only be open 
on Saturdays and Sundays, 
until Sunday September 27, 
but for now families can again 
enjoy stepping back in time in 
the 18th-century blacksmith’s 
smiddy, which has been care-
fully repaired and restored to 
its original state and now acts 
as a working museum with 
with forge, bellows and anvil, 
cobbled � oor, tools of the trade 
and beamed ceiling.

Browse through the Smiddy’s 
collection of fascinating arte-
facts and tools. Chat to smiddy 
sta�  about its story and place in 
Strachur’s history.

Strachur Smiddy dates back 
to at least 1791 and continues 
as a working smiddy to this 
day, where most weekends 
local man John Bain works 
the forge, liking nothing better 
than to share his knowledge 
and experience of the trade 
with visitors.

John mostly makes 
pokers, which are 
for sale in the cra�  
shop, which also 
has a � ne display 
of other local cra�  
for sale.

Strachur Smiddy is 

now open every Saturday and 
Sunday, 1pm to 4pm, until 
Sunday September 27. � e mu-
seum is accessible for disabled 
visitors.

When visiting the museum, 
visitors are asked to wear a 
mask while inside the smiddy 

and shop, maintaining a 
two-metre distance 

from the black-
smith. Hand 
sanitiser will be 
available for use.

For more 
information, visit 

www.spanglefish.
com/strachursmiddy

If walls could talk...

Smiddy John Bain is looking 
forward to chatting to 
visitors now Strachur 
Smiddy is open again.
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DIARDAOIN 6 An Lunastal  / THURSDAY 
6 August
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming 
19 :00 O Mo Dhuthaich/ From Uist with Love (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Binneas – Na Trads – (Phil & Aly) (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Wild Atlantic Way, with Anne Lundon (rpt)
21:00 Elena Baltacha (rpt) 
22.15 Port – Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt) 
22:30  ÙR/NEW: Eileanan na Banrighe/Islands of the  
 Queen 
23.25 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
23.30 Air an Rathad/On the road (rpt)

DIHAOINE  7 Lunastal / FRIDAY 7 
August
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News 
19.25 Binneas-Na Trads-Dosca(rpt)
19.30 Belladrum 2020: Air Chuairt (rpt)
20.30 An Lot – An Glasadh (rpt)
21.00 ÙR/NEW: Ceol Duthchasach/Ken Burn’s   
 Country Music 
22.50 Dhan Uisge (Spar Cave) (rpt)
23.00 Manran aig Barrowland (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 8 An Lunastal  / 
SATURDAY 8 August
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18:00 ÙR/NEW: Scottish Premiership – Hamilton   
 Academical v Ross County  
19.45 Port – Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Puirt-adhair (highland airports) (rpt)
21.00 Ceol Duthchasach/ Ken Burn’s Country Music  
 (rpt)

22.50 Eadar Chluich (rpt) 
22.55 ÙR/NEW: Scottish Premiership – Hamilton   
 Academical v Ross County  
00.40 Port – Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 9 An Lunastal  / 
SUNDAY 9 August
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
18 :15  An La – News
18:30 Binneas na Trads (rpt)
18.40  Binneas na Trads (rpt)
18.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
19.00 Obair nan Ainglean (rpt)
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 Wild Atlantic Way, with Anne Lundon (rpt)
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair beo (rpt)
21.00 Bannan (rpt)
21 :25 Bannan (rpt)
21.55 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
22.00 Baby Killer ? Sgeulachd Jessie King (rpt) 
23.00 Eileanan na Banrighe/Islands of the Queen   
 (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Spar Cave) (rpt)

DILUAIN 10 An Lunastal  / MONDAY 10 
August
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19:00 Tir is Teanga/Language and Landscape (rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR/NEW:  An Lot – An Glasadh 
21:00 Biadh gu Beatha/Food for Life- Trusadh (rpt)
22.00 Bannan (rpt)
22.30 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach/Sheepdogs (rpt)
23.30 Gaol @ Gael (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 11 An Lunastal  / TUESDAY 
11 August
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming

19:05 O Mo Duthaich/ From Uist with Love (rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo (rpt)
21.00 Sgeulachd Deacon Brodie (rpt)
22.00 Biadh gu Beatha/Food for Life – Trusadh (rpt)
23.00 Bannan S5 (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 12 An Lunastal  / 
WEDNESDAY 12 August
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming
19:00 Tir is Teanga/Language and Landscape (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Langauage (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Puirt-adhair (Highland Airports) (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach/Sheepdogs (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Scottish Premiership – Motherwell v  
 Livingston
23.45 Port – Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 13 An Lunastal  / 
THURSDAY 13 August
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s   
 programming 
19 :00 O Mo Dhuthaich/ From Uist with Love (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 An Lot S3 (rpt)
21:00 Na Boireannaich a Thog Glasgow City (rpt) 
22.00 Seoid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen Coves (rpt) 
22:30  ÙR/NEW: Eileanan na Banrighe/Islands of the  
 Queen 
23.20 Dhan Uisge (Cuan Sound) (rpt)
23.30 Air an Rathad/On the road (rpt)

Mull � eatre is preparing to 
stage two brand new plays for 
the theatre, which are being 
� lmed for a digital run.

Directed by Beth Morton, the 
theatre’s autumn production 
Emergence includes two new 
short plays by exciting writers 
from Scotland, to be shared 
with audiences digitally. 

� e special plays explore 
themes of understanding  – of 
both ourselves and each other 
– and of opening our hearts 
and minds. � ey are intimate 
human stories inspired by 
change, connectivity, and the 
world we’ve been living in over 
the last few months.

 Conceived by Beth Morton, 
Emergence will be created and 
presented in a speci� c new way 
for audiences to enjoy at home 
and harnesses an opportunity 
for the theatre to be creatively 
bold, making something that 
feels of its time as we � nd our 
feet again in a changed world. 
� e Emergence plays will be 
rehearsed, directed, staged and 
� lmed at Mull � eatre, unique 
to its own cross-medium plat-
form that embraces a hybrid 
theatre-� lm format with inti-
mate storytelling and theatre at 
the core.

Audiences can look forward 
to seeing these new plays in 

October as part of a two-week 
digital run, with more details 
about the plays, the team of 
makers, including cast and 
writers, and dates to be revealed 
over the coming weeks and 
months, as well as some special 
pre-production insights.  

 Beth said: ‘We are living 
through unique and un-
predictable times that have 
impacted the lives of everyone, 
and with theatres remaining 
dark for a prolonged period it’s 
important we � nd new ways of 
coming together to continue 
celebrating the need for theatre 
and what it does in connecting 
people.’

Mull Theatre – emerging from darkness

Robert in lockdown!
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

� e world really has adapted 
to this virus in some weird and 
wonderful ways. 

Take last Saturday evening, 
for example. Had things been 
normal, it would have been 
Belladrum Festival and Tide 
Lines were booked to play on 
the main stage. In its place, 
however, Belladrum ran a 
virtual festival and I was 
delighted to feature with a live 
performance from my living 
room. � is all seems normal 
enough. Except when I tell 
you that, for the interview 
prior to my slot, I was talking 
to two presenters who were 
in Inverness, whilst I was in 
Glasgow, and we were being 
connected to each other by a 
media team in London! 

It really was quite a remark-
able experience, but well done 
to Belladrum for making the 
e� ort to provide something 
for music lovers despite the 
inevitable cancellation of the 
live event. 

It was another lovely op-
portunity to play live to real 
people: although I can’t help 
but look forward to the day I’ll 

be able to see the people I’m 
playing live to! 

For the time being, however, 
it is still all virtual gigs, writ-
ing and recording, and a bit of 
golf. 

Last week, I got caught out 
in some inclement weather 
with my pal Andrew ‘Findo’ 
Findlater from Trail West. 

Like all of us in the music 
industry, the boys have seen 
all their gigs vanish. � ey were 
particularly sad to lose their 
10th anniversary gig, which 
was due to happen here in 
Glasgow in the Barrowlands 
this autumn. 

In fact, myself and Findo 
were just discussing this on 
the 8th tee when a deafening 
clap of thunder echoed round 
the course. We shared a 
worried glance. ‘Don’t worry,’ 
Findo said. ‘If there’s a big 
gap between the thunder and 
lightening, that means it’s 
miles away.’ No sooner had 
he uttered the words than we 
were momentarily blinded by 
a � ash which seemed pretty 
close as far as I was concerned! 

Close enough, anyway, to 

warrant the reaction of aban-
doning my clubs (assuming 
being next to metal wasn’t the 
cleverest idea) and sprinting 
into the middle of the fairway 
away from the tall trees that 
line either side. 

It was then I remembered 
being told years ago that the 
safest place on a golf course 
during a thunder storm is 
a bunker – so the pair of us 
ended up crouching down in 
the sand while the sky � ashed 
above us. You may think this 
is a funny image but, in truth, 
it felt quite normal because 
I tend to spend quite a bit of 
time in bunkers on my average 
round of golf. 

� e storm soon passed, of 
course, and we lived to � ght 
another day. Legend has it that 
Lee Trevino was asked what to 
do in the case of a lightening 
storm on the golf course. He 
replied that the safest thing 
was to li�  your 1 iron to the 
sky above your head. � e rea-
son, he claimed, was that even 
God cannot hit a 1 iron! 

I think I’ll stick to the 
bunkers.
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10 11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

Across

1 To begin... (7)

5 Water or wind (5)

8 Guided warhead carrier (6,7)

9 Woeful (3)

10 Thrush (9)

12 Stick together (6)

13 Harden (6)

15 Extortionist (9)

16 Without exception (3)

18 Type of yell! (13)

20 Out of kilter (5)

21 Gone (7)

Down

1 Concentrate (5)

2 24 hours (5,3,5)

3 Specialist group for problem solving (4,5)

4 Complain (6)

5 Ballet steps (3)

6 Transference from public ownership (13)

7 View (7)

11 Defame (9)

12 They do the thinking (7)

14 Perplex (6)

17 Luminous energy (5)

19 Morning moisture (3)
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LAST 
WEEK’S 
SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL 
RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen 
live at www.obanfm.scot 
or on the TuneIn app

Oban Fm – Morning, Noon, and Night 
The Week 8- 11am 12 -3pm 4 -7pm 8 -11pm

Monday Stephen Bob Marcus Rosemary 8 – 9pm

Tuesday Stephen Archie 11- 1  Bob Mer
 10am then Macky 
  1-3pm* 

Wednesday Karen Doug Campbell Gordon

Thursday Andy & Sarah Archie Stephen Margo

Friday Stephen Allan (the One) Margo Peter

The Weekend 

Saturday Stephen Linda 11- 2pm Kenny’s  Archies Scottish
 until 10am  Jukebox  Show 7pm- 9pm
   Jamboree  Dave Hobbs
    60’s Hits
    10pm – Midnight 
Sunday  Breege Archie/Stephen Sunday Praise  Dave and Murdo
   5pm – 6pm 7pm – 9pm
    Graham Scott’s
    Drum and Bass
    10pm – Midnight

Gorgeous gardens are opening 
their gates giving the public a 
chance to enjoy the fruits of 
others’ labours and donate to 
great causes.

Scotland’s Gardens Scheme 
will see many gardens across 
Argyll opening to the public 
once again a� er months of 
lockdown, with gardeners hav-
ing been hard at work to make 
their usually private gardens 
even more beautiful for visi-
tors. And the outdoor spaces 
have all been risk-assessed too.

From the castle gardens 
at Inveraray to Barochreal 
at Kilninver, Dal an Eas 
at Kilmore and Malochy’s 
Garden at Lochavich, Taynuilt, 
there is lots to see.

� e scheme’s Yvonne 
Anderson said: ‘To those who 
are uninitiated to Scotland’s 
Gardens Scheme, this is your 
opportunity to get out and 
visit private gardens, enjoy 
the fruits of garden owners 
labours and donate to great 
causes.

‘Beauty in abundance can 
be seen across the county at 
the moment. Treat yourself 
to a wander through gardens 
which are feeling  fresh, lush, 
vibrant and peaceful.

Look out for � e Maples, 
Alstromeria, Astilbe, 
Hydrangea, Primula 
Lysamachia, Pieris, 
Agapanthus and Japanese 
Anenome, all o� ering a nod-
ding riot of colour and texture.

‘At Barochreal, you will see 
a burgeoning group of four 
beehives, soon to be � ve, 
producing amazing honey. 
While you are there, ask Toni 

and Nigel about Philomena 
the new queen bee who has 
revolutionised the colony.

‘At Maolachy, Georgina has 
been feverishly busy with her 
hillside garden, secret paths, 
polytunnel, vegetable and fruit 
gardens and her wild � owers 
with their herby aromas – 
Woodsage, Bugle, Tormentil, 
Stitchwort, Hawkweed and 
Speedwells. Look out for 
wonderful wildlife too – bull-
� nches with their brilliant red 
plumage, bluejay, red squirrel, 
siskin and song thrush.

‘At Druimneil, Port Appin, 
marvel at the vast, mature 
trees that tower behind the 
house, their scale providing a 
breathtaking architecture to 
the garden. A cli�  op pathway 

leads the eye across undulating 
lawns, herbaceous borders, 
a pond and stream to a blue 
streak of Loch Linnhe and 
Morven Hills beyond.

‘Come to Dal An Eas at 
Kilmore and discover a beau-
tiful pond, burn and pool, 
wild� ower meadow with na-
tive orchids and vegetable plot. 
Mary and Dougie will show 
you grassy paths that lead to 
waterfalls, views and ancient 
archaeological sites.’

At Inverary Castle Gardens, 
there is a wonderful collection 
of colourful shrubs and an-
cient specimens of oak, beech, 
sweet chestnut, larch, � r and 
cedar in a unique fairytale 
castle setting.

Some gardens are open on 

speci� c days, some are open 
all year, others by arrangement 
- just make a phone call.

Details of local garden 
openings can be found 
at  www.scotlandsgardens.org/
� nd-a-garden

Opening daily for the rest 
of the season or all year: An 
Cala, Ardkinglas , Ardmaddy, 
Ardtornish, Bargillean’s 
‘Angus Garden’, Druimneil.

Opening on speci� c days: 
Achnacloich – Saturdays, Baile 
Geamhraidh – Wednesday 
and Saturdays until October 1.

Inverary Castle Gardens 
are open Fridays through to 
Mondays.

� ose opening by arrange-
ment are Barochreal, Dal an 
Eas, Knock Newhouse and 
Maolachy’s Garden. Give them 
a ring to arrange. All contact 
numbers are on the website. 
Visitors guidance regarding 
Covid is also on that site.

Yvonne added: ‘Immerse 
yourself in the healthy out-
doors and take a day out in our 
gardens! Our garden owners 
are ready to welcome you. 
Our charity depends on your 
visits and donations through 
the website so, thank you to all 
those who continue to support 
us, particularly during recent 
months.

‘You can also visit many of 
our gardens virtually and do-
nate. Over a hundred virtual

garden visits can be found 
on our new YouTube chan-
nel – www.youtube.com/c/
ScotlandsGardensScheme’

Open gardens 
provide haven for 
wildlife and you

Mary and Douglas Lindsay 
own the garden at Dal An 
Eas, Kilmore. Photographs:  Nick 

Edgington

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Colourful 
displays  and 
calming 
waters can 
all be found 
at Dal An 
Eas garden, 
Kilmore.



Scotland’s Towns Partnership has launched a ‘Love Local’ cam-
paign encouraging everyone to support businesses at the heart of 
their community, writes Ellis Butcher.

� e campaign seeks to remind all those living in Scotland, 
including Oban, that town centres are not just a series of build-
ings and pavements – they are made up of people – and harness 
the compassion and solidarity that was shown by communities 
during the coronavirus outbreak to help fuel 
the recovery.

� e campaign follows publication of new 
polling � gures which showed two thirds of 
Scottish residents intended to shop locally once 
high streets reopened and that the success of 
town centres depends on local support.

Businesses across Scotland have been 
working with Business Improvement Districts 
(BIDs), local councils and others to put in place 
arrangements so people can shop locally, but 
safely.

� e Love Local campaign has received the 
support of Andy Spence, chief executive of 
Bid4Oban, who urged people in the town to get 
behind it.

He said Scotland’s Towns Partnership had 
helped the BID group with a number of ini-
tiatives during lockdown and now, as Oban 
emerges from it.

A new initiative to help with the town’s recov-
ery are Love Oban vouchers – designed to be 
bought as a gi� , such as birthday or wedding presents. � e aim 
is to encourage people to buy a voucher and then give it as a gi�  
which can be redeemed in up to 80 participating local businesses.

Starting at £10, the vouchers are available to purchase 
from Button Nose Boutique, Alba Artshop, � e Sports Shop, 
Intersport, Oban Photographic Centre, the BID4Oban o�  ce and 
Etive Restaurant.

With help from the Scotland Towns Partnership, BID4Oban 

were able to advertise those businesses which had managed to 
keep operating during lockdown and help keep vital custom 
coming their way.

� e ‘Open For Business’ section featured both on the website 
of � e Oban Times and every week in the paper – being seen by 
a regular audience of thousands of people. It helped promote the 
local economy, and spotlight success stories of those locally who 

had nimbly adapted to the crisis and kept going.
Communities Secretary Aileen Campbell MSP also supports 

the new campaign.
She commented: ‘It is now more vitally important than ever to 

consider shopping, eating and drinking locally as we all have a 
role to play in Scotland’s economic recovery.’

Phil Prentice, chief o�  cer of Scotland’s Towns Partnership, 
said: ‘� e impact of coronavirus has hit our town centres and 

local businesses hard. Now is the time for us all to support them 
to get back on their feet in a way which recognises that we still 
need to stay safe and follow the public health guidelines.

‘By thinking local � rst, we can help Scotland’s economic recov-
ery from its grassroots, supporting our town centres within all of 
the public safety guidelines. � e impact we can have by doing this 
should not be underestimated.’
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Kinlochlaich Garden Centre
Plant Centre and Nursery 

between Fort William and Oban

Open 7 days 10am - 4pm
Also available by arrangement/

re-booking in addition to 
public opening hours after 4pm

Delivery available
Can also leave orders out for collection.

We have a one way 
system in and out, 

and once in it is easy 
to social distance as 
we are well spaced 
out. Hand sanitiser 

available too.

www.kinlochlaichgardencentre.co.uk
Tel: 07881525754

Campaign for shoppers 
to ‘Love Local’

Sponsored 
by

MADE IN ARGYLL
More than just souvenirs!

Sensibly priced quality crafts handmade by locals

Unit 5, The Waterfront (opposite train station). 
TEL: 07703 301831  www.madeinargyll.co.uk

WE ARE OPEN

Trail West
Tel: 01631 563638   trailwest@talktalkbusiness.net

3 Mill Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HA

SPARE PARTS FOR ALL MAKES
Bateson Trailers offi  cial dealer

Special-purpose trailers 
Supplied to order

Trailers – Sales/
Servicing/Repairs
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We are publishing this information in association with BID4OBAN and ObanFM, supported by the Scotland’s Towns Partnership 
who, along with the Oban Times, are dedicated in helping to provide resilience for our local business community. Many of these 

businesses are working under extreme pressure to bring quality products and services to the people of Oban and beyond. Please 
remember to exercise caution when shopping. 

Along with our wonderful NHS sta� and carers, our local food, fuel, news platforms and home supply businesses are our community 
champions!

OPEN FOR
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Most businesses are back up and running as 
normal, however opening times may change, 
please call the independent businesses to �nd out 
more.

LOCAL FRESH FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIERS

Argyll has a unique natural larder and a range of 
passionate artisans and suppliers to choose from. 
With home deliveries too!
 
D WATT & SON
Tel: 01631 562358

FROM CRATE TO GATE (THE OBAN INN) 
Drinks supplies - for full menu see Oban Inn 
Facebook page Home deliveries daily

IAIN DARLING/WYNNE BUTCHERS 
Tel: 01631 567400

JACKSON BUTCHERS 
Tel: 01631 562016

MILLSTONE WHOLEFOODS 
Contact Sa�ron on 01631 562704 or email contact@ 
millstonewholefoods.co.uk 

OBAN BEER SELLER
Tel: 07796 418973 or email obanbeerseller@gmail.
com 

OBAN FOOD HUB 
Check out the Oban Food Hub Facebook page for 
strict guidelines on collection and delivery. 

TASTE OF ARGYLL KITCHEN 
Tel: 07882226675 

TAKE-AWAY FOOD

BOSSARDS PATISSERIE
Open Monday- Saturday 9am - 4.30pm 

BIRCHWOOD FILLING STATION 
Open 6.30am-8pm 

CAFE SHORE 
Tel: 01631 563076

CUAN MOR
Tel: 01631 565078

CORIANDER
Tel: 01631 570806 

GEORGE STREET FISH RESTAURANT AND 
TAKE-AWAY 
Tel 01631 566664 

KEBABISH OF OBAN
Tel: 01631 566885 

OBAN FILLING STATION
Open 7am-6pm 

OBAN GRILLHOUSE 
Tel: 01631 358246 

PIAZZA 
Tel: 01631 563628 

BUILDING, TRADES, GARDENING & DIY 

CARPET & FLOORING SERVICES OBAN
Tel: 01631 563 684

CITY ELECTRICAL FACTORS 
Tel:  01631 562362 OR Email: sales.oban@cef.couk 

CITY PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
Tel: 01631 567640 
CRAIGARD DECOR 
Tel: 01631 562680 or email: tonycave@aol.com

HIGHLAND FASTENERS
Tel: 01631 570584

KINLOCHLAICH GRADEN CENTRE 
Tel: 07881 525754 or email �ona@kinlochlaich.plus.
com

POPPIES GARDEN CENTRE & CAFÉ
Tel: 01631 565718 or  
email : sales@poppiesgardencentrre.com

GARAGES

FIN’S PLACE
Tel: 01631 566 220 or 07766 757 013 

FLIT
Tel: 07810391753 or email: �it@btconnect.com 

KERRIE’S TYRES 
Tel: 01631 570000 

MUNRO’S GARAGE 
Tel: 01631 564463 

MORRISON MOTORS 
Tel: 07825 581171 

RODDY’S GARAGE 
Tel: 01631 565882 

TRAILWEST 
Tel: 01631 563638

LEGAL SERVICES 

ANDERSON BANKS SOLICITORS & ESTATE 
AGENTS (OBAN AND BENBECULA)
Tel:  Oban o�ce: 01631 563158 or email: info@
andersonbanks. co.uk
Tel:  Benbecula o�ce: 01870 602061 or email: uist@
andersonbanks.co.uk

DM MACKINNON - SOLICITORS & NOTARIES
Tel: 01631 563 014 OR email info@dmmk.co.uk

E THORNTON AND CO SOLICITORS & ESTATE 
AGENTS
Tel:  01631 566771 or email: info@ethornton.co.uk 

INSURANCE JELF CLARKE THOMSON 
Tel: 01631 567675 Graeme Bass mobile: 07872 
131073

MACPHEE & PARTNERS 
Tel: 01631 562308 or email: law@macphee.co.uk 

STEVENSON KENNEDY SOLICITORS 
Tel: 01631 562317 or  
email: gordon@stevensonkennedy.co.uk

TAXIS 

ARGYLL TAXIS  Tel: 01631 565293 
ETIVE TAXIS  Tel: 01631 566880 
LORN TAXIS  Tel: 01631 564744 
OBAN TAXIS  Tel: 01631 564148/566676/564666 
ETIVE TAXIS  Tel: 01631 566880 

FUEL/SERVICE STATIONS

BIRCHWOOD GARAGE 
Mon-Sat 6.30am-8pm

HALFWAY FILLING STATION  
Open 24 hours (no kitchen) 

OBAN FILLING STATION
Mon-Sat 7am-6pm, Sun 8am-6pm 

WEST HIGHLAND GAS
Tel: 01631 564050 

HEALTHCARE 

JOHN WALLACE OPTICIANS OBAN PRACTICE
Tel: 01631 563170

CONVENIENCE STORES/NEWSAGENTS 

ALBANY STORES 
Sunday to Wednesday 6am to 6pm
Thursday to Saturday 6am to 9pm

SOROBA SHOP 
Mon-Sun 10am-8pm 

McCOLLS Oban 
Mon-Sun 7am-8pm 

DUNOLLIE SHOP 
Tues-Sat 10am-8pm, Sun & Mon 12pm-6pm

HANNAH’S 
Mon-Sat 6am-8pm, Sun 6am-6pm

VETS AND PET SUPPLIES 

CREATURE COMFORTS 
9am until 2pm every day except Sunday

KINTALINE FARM 
Mon-Sun 10am - 5pm by arrangement 

OBAN VETERINARY SURGEONS
All enquiries by telephone 01631 562876

SHOPPING

ALBA ART
Tel: Graham on 07778003833

JEWELLERY BY FIONA FRASER
Tel, 07895 213367

MADE IN ARGYLL
Tel: 07703 301831

OBAN MUSIC SHOP 
Tel: 01631 566304 

ORSAY 
Now open as normal and orders taken online at 
www.orsayoban.co.uk

SCOTTISH ISLAND JEWELLERY 
Tel: 07760297957 Shop: 01631 570005 and  
Mobile : 07760297957 

SPORT SHOP OBAN
Tel: 01631 562050

THE JETTY GALLERY
Tel:  01631 570102 or email annie@thejettygallery.
com 

TRAVEL & LEISURE 

ERIC SMITH TRAVEL 
Email eric@gowestravel.co.uk, dianne@gowestrav-
el.co.uk 

IT & COMPUTER SERVICES

MATRIX COMPUTERS 
Tel: 01631 571571 Email: info@matrixcomputers.
co.uk 

OBAN COMPUTER SERVICES Limited 
Tel: 01631 566561 

TV AERIAL SERVICES

MACLEOD TELEVISION LTD
Tel: 01631 54310 or email - o�ce@mcleodtv.co.uk 

QUANTITY SURVEYORS 

MORHAM & BROTCHIE 
Tel: 01631 563 721 or email: admin@morhambro.
co.uk 

Information correct at time of going to press. 
This page will run in the Oban Times every week 
for as long as necessary - printed information will 
be updated weekly but business are advised to 
get in touch if you have any questions or to add/
change listings Tel: 01631 568000.



S&S SERVICES SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU 
AND ISUZU DEALER

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

WE ARE OPEN FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS
Following safe guidelines and practices, S&S Services are able to offer you and our staff, a safe environment to shop for your next car. As an 
approved Isuzu and Subaru, sales and service agent, we can assist with all aspects of your needs and most over the phone.
A big thank you to all our customer and staff during the last few months and welcome back!

• SALES • SERVICE • PICK UP AND DELIVERY SERVICE • ACCESSORIES •  Give us a call to discuss your needs 01292 880080
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M: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of  4x4’s, motor homes 
and caravanettes. Cash waiting. 

Any age or condition.  
We also buy water damaged or in 

need of repair. 
Also all types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 
T: 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford 

etcand all 4 x 4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and 
non runners/MOT failures, High Mileage. 

etc considered. Best prices paid. Will collect.

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

R E A S S U R A N C E BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

Initial rental £1495.45. 48 months at £299 per month based on 8000 miles per annum. Peugeot Contract Hire. All fi gures quoted exclusive of VAT. You will not own the 
vehicle. Over 18s only. Terms & Conditions apply.

2019 (69) Peugeot 508 
GT Line BlueHDI

White, 4000 miles, 
ex demo, blind spot 
sensors, connected sat 
nav, reversing camera, 
digital display, Car Play.
Was £26999
Now £25999

2017 (17) Peugeot 
3008 Allure BlueHDI

Copper, 23500 miles, 
rear camera, satellite 
navigation, blind 
spot sensors, digital 
display, privacy glass.

£16999

2014 (14) Peugeot 
3008 Allure 2.0 HDI 150

Red, 27000 miles, 
satellite navigation, 
glass roof, rear 
camera, tow bar, 
leather trim, head up 
display.

£8499

Used cars
2019 (19) Peugeot 2008 GT Line BlueHDI 100. Red, 16700 miles, grip 
control, sat nav, glass roof, rear camera, alloys.  £15499
2019 (19) Peugeot 2008 Allure PureTech 130. Grey, 16500 miles, grip 
control, leather trim, parking sensors, Car Play.  £14499
2019 (19) Peugeot 208 Signature PureTech 82. Blue, 15200 miles, 
parking sensors, electric pack, Car Play, alloys.  £10999
2019 (69) Peugeot 108 Collection 1.0 72 5 Door. Red, 7000 miles, ex 
demo, rear camera, alloys, smartphone connectivity.  £9999
2014 (64) Peugeot 3008 Allure 1.6 HDI 115. Grey, 46000 miles, sat nav, 
glass roof, rear camera, leather trim, alloys.  £7799
2013 (13) Volkswagen Polo S 1.2 60 5 Door. Silver, 47000 miles, air 
conditioning, central locking, radio/CD.  £5499
2012 (62) Peugeot 208 Access+ 1.4 HDI 70. Grey, 68000 miles, radio/
CD/AUX, central locking, £0 road tax.  £3999
Commercials
2019 (19) Peugeot Partner Professional BlueHDI 100. White, 9500 miles, ply 
lining, dual passenger seat, Bluetooth, side loading door.  £12999+VAT
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WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.
WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 

FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.
TEL: 07789 855381

FOR CASH

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Telephone 07786 864877

ARGOCAT AVENGER, 750HDI
2100, full road roll cage, half cab 

cover, all chains, sprockets & 
bearings in good working order. 

All good tread on tyres. This Argo 
is ready to go, any trial welcome.

£9000+VAT

Telephone 07775 501658

12,6FT FAMILY FISHER

Comes with trailer,
all in excellent condition

£950 ono

Tel. 01838 200661  Mob. 07861247966

SKODA FABIA (SCOUT ) 2009

1.4 litre 
good condition.

£750

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
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When it comes to protecting 
themselves, their families and 
sta�  from Covid-19, farmers 
and cro� ers should look to 
how they keep their livestock 
healthy according to Dr John 
Locke, a GP at Gatehouse of 
Fleet and chairman of NFU 
Scotland’s Stewartry Branch 
in Dumfries and Galloway.  

As we approach sale season, 
Dr Locke writes: ‘Why do we 
test for BVD, TB or Johnes 
or bother to isolate a sick 
calf?  Or disinfect lambing 
pens?  Because we know that 
these diseases spread without 
symptoms or that we can take 
e� ective measures to avoid 
infecting other animals. 

‘Covid-19 is no di� erent.  
It is clear that there are ‘su-
per-spreaders’ who shed lots 
of virus before becoming ill or 
are never actually unwell. � e 
other issue is a ‘super-spread-
ing event’, usually an indoor 
venue with lots of people, 
talking or singing and poor 
ventilation.  So, you cannot 
tell who has the virus, but you 
can take measures to reduce 
transmission.

‘� e numbers of cases in the 
UK is reducing every week due 
to a very painful lockdown but 
we are still seeing small spikes 
of infection, mostly related to 
workplaces or pubs. 

In other countries the re-
moval of restrictions has seen 
a huge increase in cases in the 
younger generation which 
will spread to vulnerable 

groups and we will see deaths 
increase over the next month. 

‘We do not want that to hap-
pen here, either for health or 
economic reasons. We are in 
danger of relaxing our guard 
as the risk reduces but just like 
BVD eradication we need to 
make it hard for the virus to 
� nd a host to survive.

‘Many of us will be attend-
ing breeding sales over the 
next two months and any 
disruption will have severe 
consequences.  � ere are clear 
guidelines which the markets 
will follow or you can access 
these on the internet.

‘Try to travel alone or only 
with close family. Keep 
windows open and wear a 
mask if with others. Disinfect 
your hands a� er leaving the 
vehicle. 

‘Register your attendance 
and keep your distance from 
others ideally two metres. 

‘Wash or disinfect your 
hands regularly. Avoid touch-
ing your face.

‘Wearing a mask will reduce 
spread of the virus droplets. 

‘Follow the market instruc-
tions as they have worked 
hard to obey the rules. 

‘If farmers and sta�  are 
careless then markets could 
be shut down, close contacts 
quarantined and businesses 
� ned for breaking the 
regulations.

‘If you have symptoms – 
mainly a cough, fever, breath-
lessness, loss of smell but also 
with headaches, confusion 
or diarrhoea – then phone 
111 for advice or go online at 
NHS Inform to book a test. 

You must isolate for a week or 
until a negative test result.  

‘If positive, you will be asked 
to give all your recent con-
tacts. Please be honest, even if 
you have been careless, as they 
need to trace them all.  If you 
are a close contact, you must 
isolate for two weeks and all 
the best gimmers will be sold 
by then. 

‘Most people will recover 
but a few will become very 
ill or die, especially if over 60 
or with diabetes, high blood 
pressure or obesity.  Some are 
being le�  with ongoing lung, 
heart or brain damage.

‘For business and health 
reasons take care as you mix 
at markets this autumn and 
do not forget biosecurity at 
home to keep yourself, sta�  
and family safe.’

Staying safe at the sales 
– a GP’s perspectiveAs the nation’s attention 

comes away from the on going 
pandemic and focusses back 
onto Brexit and future trading 
agreements, NFU Scotland 
President Andrew McCornick 
gives his view on what Scottish 
agriculture needs from any and 
all arrangements.

� e Department for 
International Trade has 
agreed to set up a Trade and 
Agriculture Commission. 

� e ultimate aim is a Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) 
where goods move freely from 
one country to another with 
minimum interference and 
additional costs, such as tar-
i� s, quotas or subsidies. � is 
means each country plays to 
its strengths and doesn’t try to 
produce goods it cannot or is 
less e�  cient at doing.

We need to understand the 
market and what it wants, so 
without going into speci� cs at 
this stage where is our market 
or markets?

Obviously from a Scottish 
perspective it is the rest of the 
UK, with more than 60 per cent 
of our output going here. � is 
is the easiest market to access 
and is the closest with no barri-
ers other than transport. 

Beyond the UK our biggest 
market is the EU. � is is a mar-
ket we are still closely aligned 
to having followed the same 
common rules, regulations and 
standards, the trade routes are 
established with all the infra-
structure in place and working.

From there we have to 
broaden our horizons and the 
easiest way to trade is in known 
markets with known supply 

chains both for importing 
and exporting. Logically that 
would mean we try to replicate 
the trade deals we have with 
other countries through the 
EU but doing them now as a 
stand-alone country. � ere 
should be no perceived threat 
to doing this. We should have 
no fear of our market getting 
undercut or distorted provided 
the agreements are broadly 
similar to what we have always 
had. � is would also act as 
a backstop in dealing with 
volatility in our market should 
there be crop failure or an 
animal epidemic in our own or 
closest market, allowing us to 
still feed the nation.

Beyond this we then need 
to be seeking ambitious new 
opportunities in new markets 
and work to achieve better 
without undermining our own 
domestic market and all it can 
deliver. In summary:
 Get our own house in order 
and do better with our own 
domestic market, then work 
with our nearest and dearest 
with whom we have had a long 
relationship.
 Take the opportunity to 
rollover the alliances with our 
mutual contacts with whom we 
have had a working and trusted 
relationship.
  � en, and only then, be bold 
enough to explore new and 
exciting market opportunities 
anywhere that will not under-
mine our domestic market but 
enhance it and the ambitions of 
our businesses and people.
 � e measure of a good deal is 
not what you get, it is what you 
give up to get it.

Brexit and what Scottish 
agriculture needs to 
survive and thrive

Dr John Locke 
is a GP at 
Gatehouse 
of Fleet and 
chairman of 
NFU Scotland’s 
Stewartry 
Branch in 
Dumfries and 
Galloway.  
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United Auctions, Monday 
August 3, sold 12505 store 
lambs and feeding sheep.
Averages: TexX- £70.74 
(-£2.34) on the week; BTexX- 
£74.05 (+£2.66) on the week; 
Chev- £64.13 (+£4.13) on the 
week; Mule- £65.40 (-£8.00) 
on the week; Su� X- £71.52 
(-£4.30) on the week; Chev/
Mule- £70.50 (-0.67) on the 
week; BF- £41.91 (-£3.03) on 
the week.
Leading prices
Store Lambs- Ash� eld 
(Tex) £90.50; Southstane 
(Tex) £88.00; Aberdalgie & 
Forteviot (Tex) £85.50; Wester 
Culbowie (BTex) £81.00; 
Aberdalgie & Forteviot & 
Low Tirfergus (BTex) £78.00; 
Golland (BTex) £77.50;  
Tulchan Croft (Chev) £82.00; 
Wester Culbowie (Chev) 
£70.00; Tulchan Croft (Chev) 
£68.00; Southstane (Mule) 
£82.00; Wester Bowhouse 
(Mule) £75.00; Knock O 
Ronald (Mule) £70.00; 
Claylands, Glenehervie & 
Dalmahoy (Suf) £88.00; 
Low Craigton (Suf) £85.00; 
Dalmahoy (Suf) £83.50; 
Minuntion & Pinclanty (Chev/
Mule) £70.50; Blarnavaid (BF) 
£55.50; Muirpark (BF) £51.00; 
Blackcruick (BF) £46.00.  
United Auctions, Oban, 

Friday July 31: sold 421 store 
cattle and � ve breeding 
cattle at their Annual Fair 
Day Sale. Bullocks averaged 
£982.89 per head and 
sold to £1290 for a 562kg, 
CharX from D W Semple & 
Son, Dippen Farm. Heifers 
averaged £860.57 per head 
and sold to £1175 for a 542kg, 
CharX from the same home. 
Bullocks averaged 231.8p/kg 
to 279.5p/kg for two 297kg, 
LimX from N MacDonald, 
Auchgoyle Farm and Heifers 
averaged 228.28p/kg to 
292.3p/kg for two 284kg, 
LimX from T Hamilton, 
Kilwhipnach Farm. Breeding 
cattle sold to £1040 for a cow 
and heifer calf at foot from 
Balantyre Farm Partnership. 
With an increased entry on 
the year, consisting mainly 
of smaller cattle, averages 
per head were slightly back 
on the year albeit values per 
kilo increased by 10pence. 
An excellent show of quality 
bred cattle sold to a full 
ringside of buyers.
Leading Prices per Head:
Bullocks – AAx - £1190(3), 
£1185(5), £1070(4), Carskiey 
Estate; £1050, Homeston; 
£1050(8). BSx - £970, 
Barnakill; £930, Homeston. 
BRBx - £1180, Killocraw; 

£1100, Strathnanaig; £1040, 
Succothmore; £1040(2), 
Killocraw. CHARx - £1290, 
Dippen; £1245, Uigle; £1180, 
Glenehervie; £1150(3), Dip-
pen; £1150, Strath; £1140(2), 
Auchenrivoch; £1130(4), 
Dippen; £1130, Glenehervie; 
£1120, Strath; £1120, Glene-
hervie. HEx - £1050, Balloch-
gair. LIMx - £1185, Killowcraw; 
£1150, Uigle; £1145, £1140(2), 
Glenehervie; £1120(3), 
Achnaba; £1110(2), Dippen; 
£1100(5), Low Dunashery; 
£1080, 9 Killeonan; £1070(3), 
Killocraw; £1070, Low 
Dunashery. SALx - £1010(2), 
Barnakill. SIMx - £1130, 
£1090(2), Strath.
Heifers – AAx - £900, 
Homeston. BSx - £900, 
Homeston. BRBx - £1175, 
Killowcraw; £1110, Succo-
thmore; £950, Killowcraw 
& Strathnafanaig. CHARx 
- £1175, Dippen; £1150, Uigle; 
£1100, Dippen; £1080, Uigle; 
£1030, Auchenrivoch; £1020, 
Point; £1005(2), Glenehervie; 
£1005, East Laggan. HEx 
- £820, Point. LIMx - £1170, 
£1100, Uigle; £1040(4), 
Achnaba; £1030, Uigle; £1030, 
9 Killeonan. SIMx - £1085(2), 
£980, Strath.
Leading Prices per Kilo:
Bullocks – AAx – 254.5p, 

East Laggan. BSx – 228.3p(2), 
Barnakill. BRBx – 254.60p, 
Strathnafanaig; 244.7p(2), 
232.3p, Killocraw. BAx 
– 255.7p, Tom Na Coille. 
CHARx – 250.6p, East Laggan; 
248.3p(4), Dippen; 244.2p(2), 
Barnakill; 243.3p(2), Dippen; 
241.9p(4), Couston; 240.5p, 
Point. HEx – 237.8p(5), Point. 
LIMx – 279.5p(2), Auchgoyle; 
273p, Low Dunashery; 
266.8p(3), Killocraw; 264.7p, 
9 Killeonan; 263.9p(2), Point; 
260.4p(2), Strathnafanaig; 
259.9p, Killowcraw; 259.8p(3), 
Uigle; 259.3p(3), Achnaba; 
259.1p, Kilwhipnach. SIMx 
– 269.5p(4), Feall; 256.5p(2), 
244.1p, 241.9p, Tom Na Coille. 
Heifers – BRBx – 263.9p, 
Strathnafanaig; 250p, 
Succothmore; 250p, Kilwhip-
nach; 248.6p, Succothmore; 
235.1p, Killowcraw. BAx 
– 240.2p, Tom Na Coille. 
CHARx – 256.4p, East Laggan; 
251.3p, Dippen; 250p(3), 
Ballochgair. LIMx – 292.3p(2), 
Kilwhipnach; 262.7p(2), 
Fingals View; 255.8p(4), 
Auchgoyle; 251.3p, Dippen; 
250p(2), Kilwhipnach; 250p(2), 
Ballochgair. SIMx – 239.2p(5), 
Arileod; 233p, Kilbride.
United Auctions Stirling, 
Thursday July 30, sold 6718 
prime sheep comprising 

of 4894 new season lambs 
selling to average 213.53p 
also 48 prime hoggs 
averaged 149.88ppk and 1776 
ewes and rams.
New Season Lambs (4894) 
– Lintibert (BTex) £120.00, 
£119.00 & £118.00; Goddens 
£117.00; Nether Pratis (Tex) 
£120.00; Hangingshaw & 
Elmscleugh (Tex) £116.00; 
Crofthead (Cross) £109.50; 
South� eld (Cross) £93.50; 
Meadowbank (Cross) £93.00; 
Loanstone (Suf) £106.00; 
Grange of Elcho (Suf) £105.00; 
Machribeg (Suf) £101.50; 
Glenhead (Mule) £104.00; 
Easterton & Merkins (Mule) 
£93.00; Fintalich (Hamp) 
£97.00; Skares (Dor) £94.00; 
Nether Falla (Hamp) £92.00; 
Mosshall (Zwa) £96.00; 
Letham (Chev) £90.50; Bows 
(BF) £89.00; Bogburn (BF) 
£75.00; Blarnavaid (BF) £74.00.
New Season Lambs (4894) 
– Easterton (Tex) 276.00ppk; 
Nether Pratis (Tex) 261.00ppk; 
Goddens (BTex) 273.00ppk; 
Lintibert (BTex) 266.00ppk 
& 262.00ppk; Forest (Chev/
Mule) 233.00ppk; Grange of 
Lindores ; & Balmonth (Suf) 
221.00ppk; Strageath Mains 
(Suf) 220.00ppk; South� eld 
(Cross) 219.00ppk; Crofthead 
(Cross) 214.00ppk; Nether 

Falla (Hamp) 216.00ppk; 
Letham (Chev) 215.00ppk; 
Assloss (Mule) 206.00ppk; 
Coxhill (Mule) 205.00ppk; 
Bows (BF) 198.00ppk; 
Bogburn (BF) 180.00ppk; 
Blarnavaid (BF) 175.00ppk.
Ewes (1776) ––Isle Cottage 
(BTex) £126.00 & £93.00; 
Barbara� eld (Suf) £126.00; 
Loanstone Mains (Suf) 
£124.00; Dougall Estates 
(Tex) £118.00; West Park (Tex) 
£116.00; Nether Pratis (SufX) 
£118.00; Ardoch & Threepland 
(SufX) 117.00; Carriston & 
Nether Pratis (TexX) £112.00; 
Tillyrie (Cont) £109.00; North-
� eld (Cont) £108.00; Marigold 
(HB) £98.50 & £91.50; West 
Park (Mule) £95.00; Blarnavaid 
(Mule) £92.50; Isle Cottage 
(Chev) £93.00; Letham (Chev) 
£90.00; Hilton of Duncrievie 
(BFL) £91.00; Balado (Cha) 
£91.00; Wester White� eld 
(Cross) £89.00; Elmscleugh 
(BF) £84.00; Baldersbury 
(Dor) £82.00; Langside (Zwa) 
£81.00; Yarlside (Lleyn) 
£80.50.
Tups – Hill of Errol (Tex) 
£120.00; Tillyrie (Tex) £119.00; 
Dougall Estates (Suf) £118.00; 
Mains of Struie ((BTex) £84.00; 
Baldersbury Hill (Dor) £81.00; 
Balnacree (Chev) £80.00; 
Upper Tombreck (BF) £71.00.

Around the markets

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u
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Dest. 
1975 

    

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



� e Oban Times
Thursday 6 August 202032 RECRUITMENT/PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

MOORING
CAMUSRORY ESTATE, KNOYDART, HIGHLAND

Notice is hereby given that Camusrory Estate has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of depositing a new mooring at:
 Cost  £ 3000
 Location Latitude Longitude 
  Head of Loch Nevis, Knoydart 56 ° 59.861’ N 05 ° 33.067’ W
 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at https://bit.
ly/2BshJwW 
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in 
respect of the application should be made in writing to: 
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 
Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 06710V 
and Camusrory Estate. 
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team 
(MS-LOT) determine applications for marine licences under the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. During 
the consultation process any person having an interest in the outcome of 
the application may make representation to MS-LOT. The representation 
may contain personal information, for example a name or address. 
This representation will only be used for the purpose of determining 
an application and will be stored securely in the Scottish Government’s 
o�  cial corporate record. Representations will be shared with the applicant 
and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, any people or organisations 
that we consult in relation to the application and, where necessary, be 
published online, however personal information will be removed before 
sharing or publishing.
A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/
Licensing/marine/PrivacyNotice. If you are unable to access this, or you 
have any queries or concerns about how your personal information will 
be handled, contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot or Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria 
Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

RECRUITMENT
VACANCY  

Freshwater Operative

LOCATION 

Loch Garasdale, Tayinloan, 
by Tarbert

DETAILS 

Full Time Permanent, 
Monday to Friday with 
weekend working

CLOSING DATE 

21 August 2020

THE COMPANY
Cooke is a global seafood 
company with operations 
in North America, Europe, 
and South America. Our 
company’s success is 
driven by our dynamic, 
highly-skilled and innovative 
management team, 
supported by dedicated 
employees who live in 
coastal communities and 
contribute to the local area’s 
economy and sense of 
community.

Cooke Aquaculture Scotland 
is committed to responsible 
and sustainable production 
and the delivery of high 
quality products through a 
number of accreditations.

THE ROLE   

We are currently looking for a candidate for the position of 
Freshwater Operative at our Loch Garasdale Site.  

As part of a small team, you will assist your colleagues 
in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe 
working environment for all.

You will be shown all aspects of Freshwater production 
and will be required to carry out all aspects of day-to-
day husbandry throughout the freshwater cycle, whilst 
maintaining the site’s high standards of hygiene & 
biosecurity.

SKILLS/EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

Candidates should be active, self-motivated, mature 
minded individuals with excellent team working and 
communication skills. 

Computer literacy and a technical aptitude would be 
advantageous. 

Possession of a full current driving licence is essential. 

THE TERMS 

In return for your commitment, hard work and dedication 
we offer excellent terms and conditions, including; 
competitive salary, bonus scheme, company pension, 
salary sacrifice schemes and generous holiday entitlement.

APPLY

If you want to be part of a team, open to fresh ideas, 
with the opportunity to help energise the corporate brand 
and profile of one of Scotland’s leading Aquaculture 
Companies, we’d love to hear from you.

If you wish to apply for this vacancy please visit 
www.cookeaquaculturescotland.com/careers  by 5pm on 
the 21 August 2020. 

Reference Number

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Demolition of house and erection of new 
house. Storage building, landscaping/
drainage works

Erection of house and installation of septic 
tank and soakaway

Taigh Dobhran, Arisaig

Land Beside 1 Whispering Pine Cabin, 
Letterfinlay, Spean Bridge

20/02663/FUL

20/02612/FUL

POSITION AVAILABLE
HOUSE HELP WANTED ON A REMOTE HOUSE 

ON WEST COAST SCOTTISH ISLE.
ASAP – 31st August 2020

1st September - 30th October 2020 
 Wages £10 per hour

Accommodation and meals provided
Duties to include, ironing, house cleaning, making � res 

& washing up. 
Must like dogs & boats & enjoy sun, wind & rain.

Travel expenses paid within the UK.
Please reply with a CV & photo to kathyrb@outlook.com 

or call 07826 527727 for further details.

FIRST REG OF A CROFT
Matthew & Sofie Corns 
have registered their croft, 
Ceo Mara Croft, Brolas, 
Ardchattan & Muckairn on 
the Crofting Registers held 
by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 2nd 
2021.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crof ts.ros.gov.uk /register/
home.  The croft registration 
number is C7027.

AUXILIARY INSPECTOR
ARGYLL & BUTE (OBAN)
The Scottish SPCA, Scotland’s animal welfare charity, is 
seeking to recruit an Auxiliary Inspector to be based in 
Oban.
This is an exciting opportunity to make a real di� erence 
to the lives of the thousands of abused, abandoned and 
injured animals rescued by the Scottish SPCA each year.
For further information relating to this position, please visit 
our website www.scottishspca.org.

The Scottish Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is an equal opportuni-
ties employer and an Investor in People Scottish Charity No SC 006467

FIRST REG OF A CROFT
Dolina Anderson has reg-
istered their croft, 10 Airds 
Bay, Ardchattan & Muckairn, 
on the Crofting Register 
of Scotland held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 25th March 
2021.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crof ts.ros.gov.uk /register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C6997.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

 DECROFTING 
DIRECTION ISSUED

Trustees for the I & J 
MacArthur Pension Fund, 1 
Barrapoll (Apportionment), 
0.0508 ha, gamekeeper 
shed, with use and fencing 
conditions (101845)
Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

Accounts Assistant
Full-time

We require an individual with a pleasant and professional 
manner to join our accounts team.   Depending on 

level of experience, the role would involve a number of 
tasks from preparation of VAT returns to preparation 

of accounts for a varied portfolio of clients.  Experience 
in similar roles would be an advantage but not essential.  

Being qualifi ed or part qualifi ed as AAT, ACCA or similar 
would also be advantageous. Salary offered will depend 

on level of experience and qualifi cations.
Please send CV and a covering letter by 21 August 2020 

to:
The Staff Partner at

Albany Chambers, Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AL 
or by e mail to mail@simmers.co.uk

www.simmers.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at 
this time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by  
e-mail: planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/01103/PPP Site for the erection of 

dwellinghouse
Land South West Of 
Dunard Glencruitten 
Oban Argyll And Bute 

20/01167/PP Change of use from chalet 
to dwellinghouse

Tigh An Lios Appin 
House Appin Argyll And 
Bute PA38 4BN 

20/00940/PP Extension to existing car 
marshalling area and 
formation of vehicular 
access

Land North West Of The 
Pier Craignure Isle Of 
Mull Argyll And Bute 

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any 
letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process 
postal mail is restricted. 
To find out more about living and working in Argyll 
& Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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GRADUATE/TRAINEE QUANTITY 
SURVEYOR
Enthusiastic, qualified or part qualified Quantity 
Surveyor required for our Dunbeg site near Oban. 
You will be required to assist and work with our 
existing team of surveyors and site managers on 
this prestigious project of 300 new build houses. 
This is a long term, permanent position, with 
further phases planned.

Salary and benefits are negotiable and will be 
commensurate with experience and qualifications.

Please send CV with previous experience to 
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or call 01546 602989 
for further information.
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CLASSIFIEDS

MOBILITY

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

FIRST REG OF A CROFT
Gillian Scanlon has regis-
tered their croft, 175 Newton 
Ardtoe, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart on the Crofting 
Register of Scotland held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 6th December 
2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crof ts.ros.gov.uk /register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C6907.

FIRST REG OF A CROFT
Michael Barry Hall & 
Sheana Anne Hall have 
registered their croft, 12c 
Lower Carnach, Carnach, 
Lismore & Appin, on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person wishing to chal-
lenge the registration may 
apply to the Scottish Land 
Court by 29th April 2021.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crof ts.ros.gov.uk /register/
home.The croft registration 
number is C7064.

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
BRIDGE MAINTENANCE, CREAGAN BRIDGE, ARGYLL AND BUTE
Notice is hereby given that Bear Scotland has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of bridge maintenance works at:

Cost £987,900
Location Latitude Longitude

Creagan Bridge, Argyll and Bute 56˚ 32.814’ N 005˚ 17.435’ W
56˚ 32.815’ N 005˚ 17.446’ W
56˚ 32.872’ N 005˚ 17.435’ W
56˚ 32.873’ N 005˚ 17.424’ W

 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected  
at https://bit.ly/3fgwIs4 
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues 
in respect of the application should be made by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot within 28 days of the date of this notice, 
quoting reference:  07275 and Bear Scotland. 

Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team 
(MS-LOT) determine applications for marine licences under the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. 
During the consultation process any person having an interest in the 
outcome of the application may make representation to MS-LOT. The 
representation may contain personal information, for example a name 
or address. This representation will only be used for the purpose of 
determining an application and will be stored securely in the Scottish 
Government’s official corporate record. Representations will be shared 
with the applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, any 
people or organisations that we consult in relation to the application 
and, where necessary, be published online, however personal 
information will be removed before sharing or publishing.
A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/
Topics/marine/Licensing/marine/PrivacyNotice. If you are 
unable to access this, or you have any queries or concerns 
about how your personal information will be handled, contact 
MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot.
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Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
SERVICES

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (B8071 ARINAGOUR-BALLYHOUGH 
ROAD) (CLIAD BRIDGE) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 
ORDER 2020 
Argyll and Bute Council gives notice that on Monday the 3rd of August 
2020 they made the above named Order under Section 14(1)(a) of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended.
The effect of the Order will make it unlawful for any person to drive 
or cause or permit to be driven any vehicle on that length of the B8071 
Arinagour-Ballyhough Road as carried by Cliad Bridge, Island of Coll, 
a distance of 15 metres or thereby. The restriction which is required 
because works are being or are proposed to be executed on or near the 
length of road will be effective when indicated by signs from 0001 hours 
on the 17th of August 2020 until 2359 hours on 31st March 2021 or 
until the works are complete, whichever is the earliest. 
Vehicles will be diverted off the B8071 away from Cliad Bridge and across 
Claid Burn via a temporary structure. This will allow full structural 
replacement of Cliad Bridge. 
Roads & Infrastructure Services, 1A Manse Brae,  
LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

THE A82 AND A87 TRUNK ROADS (INVERGARRY) (40MPH SPEED LIMIT 
AND PART TIME 20MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 20[ ]
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they propose to make 
the above Order under sections 84(1)(a) and (c), and 124(1)(d) of, and 
paragraph 27 of, schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
which will have the effect of imposing a 40mph speed limit and a part 
time 20mph speed limit on the following lengths of road:
40mph Speed Limit
1. That length of the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road at Invergarry 
from a point 200 metres or thereby southeast of the point where it meets 
the extended centreline of the U1031 unclassified Mandally Road, 
northeastwards to a point 1005 metres or thereby east of the point where 
it meets the extended centreline of the A87, a distance of 1.59 kilometres 
or thereby.
2. That length of the A87 Invergarry – Kyle of Lochalsh – Borve – Uig Trunk 
Road from the point where it meets the extended centreline of the A82 
Dalnottar to Inverness Trunk Road, westwards to a point 739 metres 
or thereby west of the point where it meets the extended east kerbline 
of the unclassified U1187 Garry Crescent, a distance of 1.23 kilometres 
or thereby.
Part Time 20mph Speed Limit
3. That length of the A87 Invergarry – Kyle of Lochalsh – Borve – Uig Trunk 
Road at Invergarry from a point 60 metres or thereby east of the point 
where it meets the extended east kerbline of the unclassified U1187 
Garry Crescent, westwards to a point 145 metres or thereby west of the 
point where it meets the extended east kerbline of the unclassified 
U1187 Garry Crescent, a distance of 205 metres or thereby.
In accordance with the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020, Schedule 6, 
Part 3, para 9, the proposed Orders and plans will not be available for 
inspection at public display locations. 
A copy of the Orders and Plans can be viewed on the Transport Scotland 
website at: https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-orders/ 
?roadorderregion=1291
Any person wishing to object to the proposed Order should send details 
of the grounds for objection in writing to the Director of Roads, 
c/o Emma Brown, Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas 
Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF or Emma.Brown@transport.gov.scot 
quoting reference NW/A82A87/EB by 4 September 2020.
S R LEES
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers 
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow G4 0HF
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like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

WINKLES WANTED
All year round. Top prices paid

Collections across Scotland
Bags supplied

For enquiries please contact on 
07827 014305

MOTORS

METALS WANTED
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

DEATH
GIBB – Harry, aged 95 years, 
died peacefully at Etive House 
Care Home on July 31, 2020, 
with his family by his side. 
Formerly of Calgary, Soroba 
Road, Oban. Dearly loved 
husband to Anne Smith, 
devoted Dad to Fiona and the 
late John, and special Papa to 
Amy and Lily. Sorely missed.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - Precious 
memories of my darling 
husband Kenny, devoted dad 
to John, Fiona, Lee and Lewis 
and much loved father-in-law 
and papa who passed away 
so sadly and unexpected on 
August 10, 2018.
We miss you so much and our 
lives will never be the same 
without you.
- All our love Marion and 
family xx
Papa you were the best papa 
and we will remember all the 
happy times we had with you. 
- Lots of Love Liam, Kadyn, 
Lexi, Jude, Chanel and Porscha 
xxxxxx

Papa sending you special 
kisses
- Lots of love from Luca 
Kenneth, your new grandson.
CAMPBELL - Catherine, in 
loving memory of, August 6, 
2019.
Never a day will pass when 
our hearts can’t � nd you.
- � e Campbell family, 
Lochyside, Corpach and Caol.
ELLERINGTON – Loving 
memories of Jane (née Donn), 
passed August 11, 1995.
Twenty sad years have passed
You are always in our hearts 
and thoughts.
Loving mum and nana.
God bless.
- Jane, Iain and all the family, 
Lewis and EK.
MACKECHNIE – In loving 
memory of my beloved 
husband Angus who died 
August 11, 2005.
� oughts go back to bygone 
days,
Life goes on but memories 
stay.
Also remembering relations 
and friends no longer with us.
- Grace.

MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of Helen Mary, who 
passed away on August 7, 2016.
Gone but not forgotten
Loved forever.
- Husband Donnie and 
daughter Eilidh. 
NICHOLSON – Malcolm, 
died August 11, 2001.
Always in our thoughts.
- � e Nicholson family.
PARKINSON - Treasured 
memories of a dear Mum, 
Nannie, and Great Nannie, 
Jean, who passed away August 
11, 2019.
We will always have our 
special memories
You will be in our hearts 
forever,
- Peggy and Alistair.
Precious and loving memories 
of our Nannie,
- Marie, Alison, and Alan.
We miss you Great Nannie,
- Mark, Morven, Calum, and 
Jamie xxxx

STEELE - In loving memory 
of my precious son James, 
who was taken from me on 
August 8, 2011.
Deep in my heart you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Mum and family.
STEWART - In loving 
memory of Alistair, a loving 
husband, devoted father and 
grandfather, who passed away 
August 1, 2008.
Deep in our hearts your 
memory is kept
To love and to cherish and 
never forget.
- Christine and family.

WRIGHT – In loving 
memory of Lexy Wright, who 
passed away August 7, 2017.
We’re missing you a little 
more
Each time we hear your name.
We’ve cried so many tears
Yet our heart’s broken just the 
same.
We miss our times together
� ings in common we could 
share,

But nothing � lls the 
emptiness
Now you’re no longer there.
We’ve so many precious 
memories
To last our whole life through
Each one of them reminders
Of how much we’re missing 
you.
- Love all the family, near and 
far xxx

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

Fergus Munro of Corpach, Fort William.
Graduated First Class BA (Hons) Acting and English 
from Napier University Edinburgh. Son of Alasdair 
and Dr Jane Munro, brother of Eilidh. � anks to my 

classmates and lecturers from the past four years, 
who due to the lock down, tuned in via Zoom, it made 

graduating a strange but very personal experience! I am 
thankful to have come out the other side.

GRADUATIONS

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

Call Linnie Quail on 07774 705783  
or visit www.johnfraserandson.com

Our family have offered personal, professional 
funeral services to the Highland community for 
over 135 years. Our large stock of memorials  
in different granites means that turnaround  
time is minimised. 

Prices start at £750 and include unlimited 
lettering, design, flower vase, installation at  
any cemetery in mainland Highlands, VAT  
and the cemetery fee. Bespoke options  
and restoration are also available.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
‘It is an evil and unfaithful 
generation that asks for a sign! 
� e only sign it will be given is 
the sign of the prophet Jonah.” 
Matthew: 12:39

Wouldn’t it be such a relief if 
we were given a sign that made 
everything obvious, black and 
white? We would not have to 
make a decision; there would 
be no need for faith; all would 
be under our control. But the 
reality is that there is mystery 
at the heart of everything, and 
try as we may, we will never 

resolve it. We have to make a 
decision regarding its mean-
ing, and that decision requires 
some personal commitment.

� at’s the sign of Jonah: 
repent. In the midst of mystery 
and not-knowing, change your 
mind and heart, and make the 
Other more important than 
yourself. Surrender, and love 
not knowing; give of yourself 
to life as it is, and trust.

� e sign of Jonah is so beauti-
fully described by the prophet 
Micah: � is is what the Lord 

asks of you: only this, to act 
justly,   to love tenderly and to 
walk humbly with your God.

Act justly: do not judge at all; 
if you do, you will be unjust in 
your judgement.

Love tenderly: what is in 
your heart? Motivation is 
everything.

Walk humbly with your 
God: you have nothing that 
you haven’t been given.

Monsignor James MacNeil, 
St Columba’s Cathedral, 

Oban

Tributes have been paid to 
former Fort William Sheri�  
Richard Davidson who died 
suddenly aged 72.

Sheri�  Davidson, a native of 
Oban, had a heart attack and 
passed away on Sunday July 19.

He served Fort William from 
February 2014 until retiring 
in May 2016. Before taking on 
that role he spent two decades 
in Dundee courtrooms as the 
city’s resident sheri� .

Sheri�  Principal of 
Grampian, Highland and 
Islands Derek Pyle said: 
‘Sheri�  Davidson spent 
most of his judicial career in 
Dundee, but his � rst love was 
the Highlands and Islands and 
in particular Oban where he 
spent much of his childhood.

‘It was a great joy for him to 
� nish his career as the sheri�  
of Fort William and Portree. 
He presided in both courts 
with great distinction and we 
were very fortunate to have 
a sheri�  of such experience. 
His ready humour belied a 
keen legal brain and a man of 
compassion and judgement.’

And Honorary Sheri�  for 
Fort William John Hutchison 
said: ‘Sheri�  Davidson was 
convivial company and a 

well-grounded man who 
had not lost the common 
touch.   He was very encour-
aging and supportive to 
honorary sheri� s; indeed on 
� rst meeting he readily o� ered 
his mobile phone number and 
invited me to call for advice at 
any time.  My impression was 
that he had a strong sense of 
fairness in his dealings.’

Described as a colourful 
character, outspoken Sheri�  
Davidson courted controversy 
on more than one occasion.

Dealing with a female � rst of-
fender at Fort William who ap-
peared from custody   accused 

of shouting at her husband, he 
apologised for her spending a 
night in the cells and branded 
Scotland’s domestic abuse laws 
as ‘way over the top’.

A former litigation partner 
in leading Glasgow law � rm 
Brechin, Tindal and Oatts, 
he was educated at Glasgow 
University.

In his retirement in 
Blairgowrie, Sheri�  Davidson 
enjoyed time with his family 
and his hobbies which includ-
ed golf and photography.

He leaves his wife Shirley 
and two children Andrew and 
Cara.

Tribute: Sheri�  Richard Davidson

Sheri�  Richard Davidson spent much of his childhood in 
Oban, while he sat on the bench in Fort William and Portree.

Sandra Robinson, from Dunbeg, 
was celebrating this week a� er being 
nominated as a Local Hero by her 
community.

Oilfast had organised a competition 
to � nd the Local Heroes who sup-
ported their communities during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Sandra was nominated by her com-

munity for working long hours in a 
local hospital laboratory during 
the pandemic. 

Sandra, pregnant with her 
second child, has taken the time 
between shi� s at the hospital 
laboratory to deliver shopping 
and essential supplies to her 
family and elderly friends.

Oilfast rewards Oban’s local hero with 500L of heating oil
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� e last time I mounted a 
saddle on two wheels would 
have been the rainy, torturous 
family holiday on the Isle of 
Eigg where the husband, now 
the ex, declared we were going 
back to basics for the week. 
� at involved no car, no TV 
and a diet of oats and lentils for 
sustenance.

� e bikes we took with us were 
our saving grace and meant we 
had an escape mode. While the 
ex was busy chopping wood 
for that night’s � re, the three 
youngsters and I would go out 
for a spin, hurtling down the 
bumpy hill at top speed to the 
little cafe at the ferry pier for 
bacon sandwiches and more 
than likely cake. To be honest, 
family cycling trips were not 
joyous a� airs; the young folk 
still grimace to this day. � e ex 
had a habit of zooming ahead 
and circling like a bird of prey 
waiting for us to catch up.

My youngest daughter 
Millie, in an attempt to bring 
the agony of the day’s cycle to 
an early � nish, would throw 

Getting back to bike basics 
the way forward for Kathie  

herself o�  her bike – always 
onto the so� est clumps of 
ground – and whip the wheels 
on top of herself feigning a 
dazed, distressed look. I was 
o� en  tempted to do the same.

But 15 years or so further 
down the road and during 
lockdown, I’ve been enjoying 
the quieter roads and have 
been thinking about getting a 
bicycle.

Worrying about getting on 
and o�  and staying out of 
tra�  c’s way were blocking my 
way ahead until I heard about 
Stacey’s cycling con� dence 
sessions and decided to give 
it a go. A couple of hours in 
Stacey’s company, cycling side 
by side along the Route 78 cycle 
path from Connel Bridge was 
all I needed to be cycle sure.

Before heading to the bridge, 
and suitably helmeted, I 
was put through the basics 
– making sure the bike was 
ready to go and the bell was 
in ding-dong order. Hopping 
or scootering o�  could not be 
described as getting me o�  to 

Oban Times reporter Kathie Gri�  ths is back on her bike 
after more than a decade thanks to Stacey Holloway from 
Connel-based outdoor adventure company WayOutside, 
who is running con� dence-boosting cycling sessions.

� ere was an exhilarating 
rush of cool air as we cycled 
past the rushing Falls of Lora 
then with safety upmost in 
Stacey’s mind we pushed our 

WayOutside’s Stacey Holloway with Kathie Gri�  ths. KG_T30_cyclists01

bikes, mine was a heavier 
old-style commuter bike on 
loan, across the bridge. With 
lorries trundling past, this was 
a wise move but once on the 

Bob MacIntyre’s long-awaited return 
to competitive action got o�  to a 
solid start in Memphis Tennessee 
over the weekend.

Playing for the � rst time since the 
start of the coronavirus pandemic, 
Bob teed up with the world’s 

best golfers at the WGC FedEx St 
Jude Invitational. In a tournament 
eventually won by Justin Thomas, 
whose victory saw him take over the 
world number one slot, Bob tied to 
� nish 59th place, with a score of +3.

The Oban star got o�  to a sluggish 

start in his opening two rounds with 
a pair of double bogies scuppering 
any chance of getting into serious 
contention. However, his last two 
rounds of 69 and 70 will give Bob 
much-needed momentum and 
con� dence going into the USPGA 

Championship in California which 
starts today, Thursday August 6.

Alongside a huge prize fund of 
$11m, Bob will be playing for world 
ranking points and a chance to get 
himself into contention for a place in 
the rescheduled Ryder Cup in 2021.

a � ying start but a� er a few 
attempts and reassurance from 
Stacey both feet were soon on 
the pedals and I’d cracked it. 
We were o� !

other side we were back on our 
bikes heading towards the sea 
and the cycle path that, if we’d 
been going all the way, would 
have taken us 48 miles to Fort 
William.

� e cycle-path was busy with 
families, sporty types and gen-
tle pedal-pushers all making 
the most of this Sustrans route 
that edges its way along the 
coastline.

We stopped o�  at the beach 
for a breather before heading 
back, and with renewed con� -
dence building up all the time, 
I even negotiated a few corners 
and kept upright.

By the time we returned 
to base, I was sensing 
achievement. 

I might not be dashing out to 
buy lycra leisure wear just yet 
but I am considering buying 
a second-hand bike. Cycling 
again a� er all those years 
really did turn out to be as easy 
as riding a bike!

To � nd out more about 
WayOutside’s con� dence 
boosting cycling sessions and 
other services go to www.
wayoutside.co.uk, � nd them 
on Facebook or email wayout-
sideuk@gmail.com 

VISITUS
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k

Solid start as golfer Bob makes long-awaited  return to competitive action
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Anger as 
headhunted 
education 
boss quits

Jim takes 
to hills for 
‘Everest’ 
fundraiser

Highland Council has been 
accused of trying to pass the 
buck over responsibility for 
tackling the environmental 
damage and tra�  c congestion 
being caused by out of control 
wild camping at a number of 
Lochaber beauty spots.

MSP Kate Forbes was speak-
ing a� er the Inverness-based 
authority passed a motion 
calling for more resources a� er 
another weekend of mayhem 
saw beaches at Arisaig and 
Morar, as well as Glen Etive, 
clogged with cars, campervans 
and tents.

Councillors on Monday 
agreed the motion – raised 
by Caol and Mallaig member 
Ben � ompson – which listed 
possible steps to reduce public 
health risks, including more  
waste collections, better tra�  c 
management and � nancial 
support for beach or country-
side wardens, as well as tem-
porary toilet and handwashing 
facilities. It concluded the 

council should commit to use 
its resources ‘where practica-
ble and a� ordable’ and called 
on the Scottish Government 
and its agencies to work with 
the council.

But Ms Forbes is less than 
happy at what she sees as an 
attempt by the council to shi�  
the responsibility onto the 

Scottish Government: ‘Over 
the last few years, I have been 
closely involved with a number 
of communities dealing with 
congestion, wild camping 
and environmental damage 
in Glen Etive, Glen� nnan, 
Mallaig, Arisaig and Morar,’ 
she told the Lochaber Times.

‘Unfortunately, in every case 

Highland Council already had 
the powers and access to fund-
ing and has done very little to 
resolve the situation.

‘As such, I’m disappointed to 
see Highland Council appear 
to pass the buck entirely to the 
Scottish Government when 
this needs to be a joint e� ort.

‘Highland Council has 

powers for local clearways 
and waste management. I, 
and many of these commu-
nities, would much rather see 
Highland Council propose 
solutions, like Stirling Council 
and Argyll and Bute Council 
have done.

‘� ese issues aren’t new 
and there has been pro-
gress through the Scottish 
Government’s Rural Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund.

‘At a time when communities 
in Glen Etive and Arisaig have 

been pleading for years for 
local interventions, I’d like to 
see Highland Council doing 
something about it.’

One of those who signed the 
motion, Councillor Baxter, 
said  the problem is not wild 
camping per se, but what he 
called ‘lazy, sel� sh and dirty’ 
camping.

He told the Lochaber Times 
this week that local police did 
not have the resources to deal 
with the problem, particularly 
when o�  cers were on their 
own and dealing with rowdy 
campers.

‘It’s all very well hearing 
fellow councillors say we need 
to educate people and provide 
them with facilities. We 
shouldn’t need to educate peo-
ple to use common sense and 
behave properly. We shouldn’t 
need to molly-coddle idiots. 
Even when we provided extra 
bins in Glen Etive, they were 
ignored by so many who le�  
their rubbish behind,’ he said.

And he warned all possible 

Council accused of ‘passing 
the buck’ over wild camping

MSP Kate Forbes, left, 
visited Morar sands to 
see for herself problems 
associated with wild 
camping. Also pictured are 
Pamela Burns, left, Road to 
the Isles Marketing Group; 
Sine Davis, chairperson of 
Road to the Isles Marketing 
Group and owner of the 
West Highland Hotel, 
Mallaig;  Iain MacNiven, 
Arisaig Community Council; 
Sandra McLean, Mallaig 
Community Council, and 
Dave Newnham, Morar 
Community Council.

Continued on page three.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Former Corpach resident 
Anna Rothach is one of the 
stars of a new documentary 
about life on the island of 
Canna.

� e new BBC ALBA docu-
mentary, Eilean Chanaigh/
Summer on Canna, gives a 
heart-warming insight into 
how the close community of 
the tiny Hebridean island lives 
and works together.

With only 16 residents living 
across 10 households, no 
schoolchildren and a lack of 
easy access to the mainland, 
Canna is a fragile community.

� is documentary spends 
a summer with the residents 
to � nd out what life is like 
for them and how they cope 
with the challenges island life 
throws at them, from weather 
to water supply.

� e harbour is the heart 
of the community, bringing 
yachts, ferries and visitors, and 
there’s even a priest who comes 
four times a year on the ferry 
from Mallaig to celebrate mass 
in the chapel.

Midas Media Producer, 
Patricia Macleod, who made 
the programme for BBC 
ALBA, said: ‘Tourism is a vital 

part of their economy and they 
attract around 15,000 visitors 
each season from around the 
world. Ferries come � ve times 
a week in the summer and only 
twice a week in the winter.

‘At the height of summer, 
there can be upwards of 30 
yachts per day coming into 
the sheltered bay. � ere is 
a community shop with an 
honesty box because there’s 
no shopkeeper, one café, 
a B&B, a campsite, and a 
handful of self-catering 
accommodation and a very 

strong community spirit.’
� e island was bought by 
Gaelic folklorists John Lorne 
Campbell and his American-
born wife Margaret Fay 
Shaw in 1938 and they lived 
in Canna House until they 
died. � e National Trust for 
Scotland now owns the island 
and Canna House has a rich 
collection of historically im-
portant archives.

A Gaelic speaker in her 
thirties, Anna, who moved 
to Canna six years ago, is the 
island’s postmistress and de-

livers to all 10 houses by foot. 
She also runs a graphic design 
business, Gra� canna, and sells 
Gaelic merchandise. Anna 
won the Gaelic as an Economic 
Asset award at the Scottish 
Gaelic Awards in 2019.

She met her schoolteacher 
� ancé Martin Merrick when 
he came to be the teacher in 
the tiny school on Canna. But 
when the one family with chil-
dren moved away, the school 
shut and Martin found work 
on the neighbouring island of 
Eigg.

He returns to Canna to be 
with Anna as o� en as he can. 
Martin says the school is at the 
heart of the community and 
it would be fantastic if more 
families decided to move to 
Canna.

Anna says the nice thing 
about her job is that every-
one’s always happy to see her 
because she has a letter/parcel 
for them. � e couple enjoy 
going out on kayaks around 
the stunning coastline to see 
birds nesting in rocks etc – on 
a calm summer day the island 
is at its most idyllic.

Other people featured in-
clude Geraldine Mackinnon, 
the farm manager (who was 
born on the island) and her 
partner Murdo Jack; National 

Trust for Scotland Rangers 
Mike Butler and Gillian 
Gibson; the owner of Café 
Canna, Gareth Cole, who 
came from Aberdeenshire and 
lives in London o�  season; and 
Fiona Hutton, originally from 
Motherwell, who manages the 
only B&B on the island.

� e current archivist 
at Canna House, Fiona 
Mackenzie, is also featured 
in the programme with her 
husband Donald, the harbour 
master – they carry on a 
tradition started by Margaret 
and John to � y an American 
� ag at Canna House on July 
4 (Independence Day) every 
year.

� e island is also home to 
around 2,000 Pu�  ns and 
10,000 seabirds that are 
part of the national Seabird 
Monitoring Programme, 
which is carried out by a team 
of Highland-based volunteers 
that have visited Canna twice 
a year since 1969.

Eilean Chanaigh/Summer 
on Canna was broadcast on 
BBC ALBA last week and 
was followed by another pro-
gramme about Canna, Solas: 
Margaret Fay Shaw of Canna. 
However, both programmes 
are still available on the BBC 
iPlayer for 30 days.

Corpach’s Anna stars 
in fi lm about island life

Anna Rothach, originally from Corpach, and her � ancé 
Martin Merrick feature in the documentary about Canna.
Photograph: Midas Media

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

New top cop 
for Highlands 
and Islands
Police 
Scotland 
has a new 
divisional 
command-
er for the 
Highlands and 
Islands Division.

Chief Superintendent 
Conrad Trickett, pictured,this 
week took over responsibility 
for Highland and Islands 
Division, from Chief 
Superintendent George 
Macdonald, who returns to 
North East Division.

A former Royal Marines 
o�  cer, Chief Superintendent 
Trickett has served in a 
variety of operational and 
corporate roles in the North 
of Scotland, including serving 
as an Area Commander for 
Dundee before leading on 
major events and operations 
including T in the Park and 
� e Open Golf 2018, as well 
as emergency and resilience 
planning for the North 
Command area.

He has led contingency 
planning for major nation-
wide events, was seconded to 
the Scottish Police Authority 
for a period of his career and 
most recently helped lead the 
national resilience coordi-
nation for Police Scotland’s 
response to Covid-19.

Current North East 
Divisional Commander 
Campbell � omson is due 
to retire on August 14 a� er a 
30-year police career.

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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Council accused of ‘passing the 
buck’ over wild camping
Continued from page one.
possible ways of resolving the 
problems should be considered: 
‘However much I am against 
banning things, no option 
should be le�  unexplored.’

Councillor Denis Rixson 
(Caol and Mallaig) welcomed 
the passing of the motion but 
said actions must follow words, 
adding: ‘For many years our 
tourist infrastructure has been 
under pressure. We don’t pro-
vide the necessary facilities in 
terms of toilets, parking, waste 
collection and chemical waste 
disposal. None of these issues 
are new. We haven’t tackled 
them properly in the past.’

He said he was in favour of 
more resources, including 
extra bins, portable toilets, and 
employing community war-
dens. But he added: ‘Highland 
Council is facing a � nancial 
black hole as a result of Covid. 
On July 22 we asked Scottish 
Government for emergency 
help. Fergus Ewing sounded 
sympathetic but to date we 
have been given no additional 
funds towards this particular 
set of problems.’

And he cautioned against 
any moves to implement bans. 
‘I am completely opposed 

to bans, byelaws, 
clearways and 
prohibitions. � is 
is a very slippery 
slope,’ he said. 
‘Once you stop 
‘dirty’ campers 
from Glasgow it 
is but a short step 
to ‘dirty’ campers from 
Fort William. Restricting free-
doms for some is a threat to the 
freedoms of us all.

‘Yes, restrictions might give 
us a quick � x – but they soon 
lead down a pathway I don’t 
believe we should follow. Let’s 
manage the problems – not 
ban the freedoms which many 
people exercise responsibly.

‘We do have to be careful 
about our reactions. � e 
Highland economy is very de-
pendent on tourism. If we get 
a reputation for being unwel-
coming or hostile the conse-
quences could be unfortunate.’

Fellow Caol and Mallaig 
councillor, Allan Henderson, 
said there is no single, simple 
solution.

‘Currently we have far too 
many varied views on how 
to solve this problem and, 
arguably, opportunities, so 
the debate just goes round and 

round until the ‘season’ 
ends,’ he told us.

‘Both Glen Etive 
and the B8008 [be-
tween Arisaig and 
Mallaig] are very 
restricted areas, 

with residents amen-
ity and understanding 

being tested to the limit. 
� ere is also the tension be-
tween business opportunity 
and  residential amenity.

‘I don’t honestly believe many 
want to ban, but we do have 
to � nd a way to manage and 
enforce. � is can only be done 
by constructive dialogue and 
� nding funding sources.’

Councillor � ompson be-
lieves one of the main changes 
needed is more ‘boots on the 
ground’ in the way of rang-
er-style/parking enforcement 
wardens with legal back up 
from the police.

‘My big concern is that more 
signs are not going to solve the 
problem. When it comes to 
solutions I don’t think cheap 
options deliver solutions,’ he 
said. ‘� is needs a multi-agen-
cy response to tackle it proper-
ly. I just hope the government 
listens to the council and we 
see urgent action.’

� ere is anger this week a� er 
councillors were prevented 
from quizzing Highland 
Council over the bombshell 
exit of its education boss 
a� er just a few months on an 
eye-watering salary.

� ere had been controversy 
a� er it emerged last month 
that Paul Senior was being paid 
£936-a-day as an education 
executive chief o�  cer, the 
equivalent of nearly £250,000 
a year.

In comparison, Nicola 
Sturgeon’s entitlement as an 
MSP combined with her role 
as Scotland’s First Minister is 
£155,680.

� e council con� rmed last 
week that Mr Senior would 
now be departing the local 
authority as pupils return for 
the new school term next week.

Mr Senior only joined 

Highland Council in May from 
Hackney Council in London 
where he was in an education 
services management role.

� e local authority had tried 
to recruit to the new post 
of Executive Chief O�  cer 
Education and Learning on 

two previous occasions without 
success before appointing Mr 
Senior a� er he was head hunted 
by an agency on behalf of the 
council.

� e decision to go down the 
agency route was discussed 
at the cross-member panel in 

February, the interview and 
selection process was then 
carried out by a smaller panel 
due to Covid circumstances.

A� er news of Mr Senior’s 
impending exit broke last 
week, Councillor Andrew 
Baxter (Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan) did not hold 
back in his criticism, saying: 
‘If it is true that he will have 
pocketed £45,000 for ‘getting 
our children back to school’ 
then this is an absolute scandal. 
If he works to the end of August 
the total bill to the council will 
be around £58,000.’

Councillor Baxter then 
lodged an emergency motion 
at the full council meeting on 
Monday, with the support of 
seven other members, calling 
for a verbal update from the 
chairman of the education 
committee on the appointment, 
the terms of employment, the 
key planned outcomes agreed 
at the start of employment, 

and the circumstances of Mr 
Senior’s departure.

However, Mr Baxter was le�  
seething a� er council convener 
Bill Lobban refused to consider 
his motion.

Councillor Baxter told the 
Lochaber Times a� er Monday’s 
meeting: ‘It’s extraordinary 
that with just over a week to 
go before our children return 
to school, the management of 
our education department is in 
turmoil.

‘Yet the Highland Council 
does not consider this urgent 
enough to allow councillors 
to receive an update at today’s 
meeting.

‘In fact the convener wouldn’t 
even allow councillors to know 
there had been a request to 
discuss this issue or to hear his 
reasons for refusing it. Instead, 
they will brief councillors at a 
secret meeting on � ursday.

‘� e council used the cloak 
of Covid-19 to make decisions 

in secret and their behaviour 
makes it clear that they have 
no desire to operate in an open 
and transparent way. No ques-
tions, no discussion is the new 
motto in force at Glenurquhart 
Road.’

Con� rming Mr Senior’s de-
parture, a council spokesper-
son said the main focus of his 
work has been planning for the 
return pupils to education a� er 
the coronavirus lockdown.

‘Arrangements will be put 
in place for an interim ECO 
to lead on education until a 
permanent appointment can 
be made, recognising the 
challenges for recruitment of 
senior roles within the current 
circumstances across the UK,’ 
added the spokesperson.

Asked how much Mr Senior 
will have been paid for his 
brief stint with the council, the 
local authority said it could not 
comment on payment made to 
an individual.

Baxter: Headhunted education boss’s 
exit after just three months a ‘scandal’

Paul Senior 
will leave his 
post after 
just three 
months.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Residents living near 
Banavie Quarry will notice 
a marked improvement in 
the quality of their lives if 
a new planning application 
for increased working at the 
site is approved by Highland 
Council.

So members of Kilmallie 
Community Council heard 
last week when they held 
their monthly July meeting 
virtually.

Operators Breedon 
Northern Ltd has applied to 
the council for an extension 
of the quarry size as well as a 
time extension to the existing 
quarry incorporating revised 
workings and progressive 
restoration of the landscape.

� e community council 
heard that Breedon had taken 
note of local concerns with 
regard to asphalt production 

at the Banavie site and as a 
result had obtained a sepa-
rate planning permission for 
a new asphalt plant at Carrs 
Corner at Fort William.

� erefore the proposed 
extension for the quarry 
excludes the continued pro-
duction of asphalt from the 
Banavie site and the intention 
is to take the existing plant 

down prior to the implemen-
tation of any permission for 
further mineral working at 
the site.

� e new application pro-
poses the extraction of up to 
80,000 tonnes of hard rock 
aggregates per annum with 
an extension of the quarry’s 
operational lifespan to 2045.

� e proposal is seeking 

a 3.65 hectare expansion 
bringing the site size to 
some 16.33 hectares and 
there would be extensive 
restoration carried out on 
the landscape.

While the extension would 
see a continuation of the 
average 40 lorry movements 
a day from the quarry, the 
transfer of the asphalt plant 
to Carrs Corner would 
also mean the end to any 
overnight operations at the 
Banavie site.

Community council sec-
retary Russell Leaper said 
one of the biggest concerns 
surrounding the existing 
quarry operations had been 
the overnight working by the 
roads maintenance-focused 

asphalt plant, with lorries 
going up and down the road 
during the evening.

‘It might not mean a great 
change as far as the number 
of lorries leaving the quarry 
overall is concerned, but the 
big di� erence would be the 
change to overnight working 
and working hours,’ said 
Councillor Leaper.

‘� ey would be able to 
shi�  the stone from Banavie 
Quarry to Carrs Corner and 
it would be a signi� cant 
change for residents living 
along the road.’

Councillor Leaper said 
the current proposal also 
involved addressing the cli�  
face at the back of the site 
and grading it so it was less 
steep.

‘� at was a condition of 
the previous application that 
wasn’t met and I think we 
should expect that to be met 
this time,’ he commented.

‘Perhaps some more pres-
sure needs to be put on the 
quarry to ensure that phased 
restoration does happen. 
� ey did try before but it 
failed.

‘But a new company has 
now taken over and the cur-
rent plans looks to be more 
feasible.’

Local Highland councillor 
Denis Rixson (Caol and 
Mallaig) added that previous 
attempts to lessen the visual 
impact had not worked 
because the cli�  face was too 
steep.

‘� e long-term interests of 
the residents of Banavie is 
that this area looks as natural 
as possible,’ he said.

Changes at Banavie Quarry would 
improve residents lives, council hears

The transfer of the asphalt 
plant to Carrs Corner 
will mean the end to any 
overnight operations at the 
Banavie site.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Fort-bound cruise ship 
reports cases of coronavirus
� ere are doubts as to whether 
one of the world’s � rst battery 
powered cruise liners will be 
able to visit Fort William as 
scheduled next month, a� er a 
number of the crew and pas-
sengers on its current voyage 
in the Arctic tested positive 
for coronavirus, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

All 158 crew members on 
Hurtigruten’s expedition ship 
MS Roald Amundsen have 
now been tested for possible 
coronavirus infection.

Of the crew, 36 have tested 
positive for Covid-19, while 122 
are con� rmed as negative. Six 
guests have also tested positive. 
� e ship is currently docked in 
Tromsø, in Norway, with no 
guests on board.

� e cruise line company says 
it is now working closely with 
the Norwegian national and 
local health authorities for 
follow-up, information, further 
testing, and infection tracking.

Hurtigruten is in contact 
with all guests that were on 
board  MS Roald Amundsen’s 
July 17 and 24 departures.

A total of 209 guests from 
the � rst voyage and 178 guests 
from the July 24 departure will 
self-quarantine in line with 

Norwegian health authority 
regulations. On the chances of 
the ship still be able to sail to 
Fort William next month - the 
� rst cruise liner due to visit this 
year a� er the easing of lock-
down - it now seems doubtful.

Contacted by the Lochaber 
Times, Sarah Kennedy, from 
the Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company, told us: 
‘Regarding the ship - the port 
inspection scheduled for this 
week by their Expedition 
Voyage Planner Team Leader 
has been cancelled.

‘We are not expecting the 
Roald Amundsen to come to 
Fort William in September 

but we haven’t been advised 
o�  cially of this. Obviously 
this is a really hard time for 
all businesses but particularly 
the cruise industry which is 
trying really hard to � nd a way 
of coping with this disease just 
like they have very successfully 
with the norovirus.

‘� is particular disease 
obviously provides even more 
challenges and other cruise 
ship companies have also had 
Covid-19 positive results.

‘Hopefully the extra pro-
cedures and controls imple-
mented will enable the cruise 
industry to recover from this 
awful situation.’

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

The MS Roald Amundsen was scheduled to call at Fort 
William in September.
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In the small Belgian cemetery 
of Anzegem, in Western 
Flanders, lie the bodies of 13 
British soldiers.

� e graves include three 
men from the 6th Battalion 
of � e Black Watch, killed 
in May 1940, trying to hold 
o�  German forces and cover 
the withdrawal to Dunkirk. 
Among them is a young Black 
Watch o�  cer.

Now attempts are being 
made by a local Belgian 
historical research group to 
try to � nd out more about 
him and his family connec-
tions to Fort William and 
Kinlochleven.

In the middle of May 1940, 
Lt Edward Francis Allardyce 
Morrison, aged just 26, and 
his comrades from the 6th 

Black Watch, took up their 
position as part of the British 
Army’s 4th Division on 
the right � ank of the 44th 
Division.

� e latter was dug in to de-
fend a section of the so-called 
Escaut Line - part of the fa-
mous Maginot Line - between 
Oudenaarde and Kerkhove in 
Belgium.

Hostilities started on May 
19 when Stuka dive bombers 
struck at the British lines. � e 
German Wehrmacht then 
launched a drive to cross the 
Escaut (or river Scheldt) the 
following night.

� e main attack came in 
the area around Petegem. At 
� rst attacks were succesfully 
repulsed, but the German 
forces were too strong and 
the two battalions were not 
able to hold the line.

Lots of casualties were 
incurred on both sides. Most 
of the British casualties were 
buried in � eld graves where 
they fell.

Later on these � eld graves 
were cleared and the bodies 
of servicemen and o�  cers 
found a place in communal 
cemeteries in the area.

Bodies retrieved from � eld 
graves at Anzegem were exca-
vated and reburied in

the village’s communal 
cemetery in June 1941.

� e body of Lt Morrison 
was among the latter. Now 
the group from Anzegem try-
ing to � nd out about the Black 
Watch soldiers has been put 
in contact with the Lochaber 
Times in the hope that our 
readers can help.

� e young o�  cer was the 
son of Edward Shaw Morrison 
and Katharine Ann Allardyce 
Morrison, who lived in 
Edinburgh at the time.

However Lt Morrison’s 
gravestone records that 
his parents were ‘late of 
Kinlochleven and Fort 
William’.

Jef Bogaert and his fellow 
group members have already 
erected a memorial for the 
crew of a crashed Lancaster 
bomber, as well as a memorial 
to an Australian � ghter pilot 

serving with the RAF.
Mr Bogaert told the 

Lochaber Times: ‘� e 6th 
Black Watch lost about six 
men in the area of Anzegem-
Kaster. Apparently they were 
a unit from the 4th Division, 
but the Germans broke 
through the lines of the 44th 
Divison and the 6th Black 
Watch tried to close the gap.

‘It was � erce � ghting. Most 
of the men were buried 
where they fell and later on 
in the summer of 1941, were 
excavated and reburied in 
the communal cemeteries of 
Anzegem and Kaster.

‘Anzegem cemetery has 
the graves of three Scotsmen 
serving in the 6th Battalion, 
� e Black Watch – L/Sgt. 
Malcolm Dewar; 2/Lt Ian 
Caldwell Perston Sloan and 
Lt Edward Francis Allardyce 
Morrison.’

Mr Bogaert said his re-
search about the hostilities 
around his village during the 
war had brought him closer 
to those who gave their lives 
in its defence.

‘I got the death certi� cates 
and the identi� cation docu-

Hunt on to trace family 
of Black Watch soldier 
on Belgian memorial

ments and these brought me 
so close to the servicemen 
and o�  cers I felt I almost 
knew them.’

Mr Bogaert added that he 
now has a description of Lt 
Morrison: ‘I know how tall 
he was and the colour of 
hair he had. But I would like 
to see a photograph of him 
and would love to be able to 
contact his family if possible.’

� e ID documents describe 
Lt Morrison as 1.74m tall, 
with blond to ginger hair and 
a small moustache.

His shirt wore the factory 
brand F. Kemp 151-153 South 
Street in Perth and his

underwear was marked 
with something di�  cult to 
make out but looks like ‘Mair 
Nic-and T… Sadir, Fort 
William.’

Mr Bogaert said the bravery 
and sacri� ce of the men had 
never been forgotten in this 
part of Belgium.

He concluded: ‘During the 
last remembrance services 
we called out their names, 
loud and clear, but we would 
like to do more. A scan of a 
photograph would be grate-
fully received.’

Lt Edward Morrison’s grave 
in Belgium.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

‘The 6th Black 
Watch lost about six 
men in the area of 
Anzegem-Kaster.’

Hebrides to 
bene� t from 
island cash boost
� e Outer Hebrides is set to 
bene� t from  a share of up to 
£50 million from the Scottish 
Government as part of the 
Islands Growth Deal.

A range of areas, including 
tourism, infrastructure, 
innovation, energy transition 
and skills, will be targeted, 
with the funding invested 
over 10 years to support 
local sustainable economic 
recovery and growth. � e UK 
Government is match funding 
£50 million over 15 years.

Cabinet Secretary for 
Transport, Infrastructure 
and Connectivity, Michael 
Matheson, said: ‘� is money 
will work to improve the 
quality of life for island 
communities, alongside the 
Scottish Government National 
Islands Plan. � is signi� cant 
investment will support 
islanders’ ambitions to create 
world-class destinations, 
lead the way to a low carbon 
future, support growth and 
future industries, and help 
the communities thrive by 
attracting and retaining 
young talent and delivering 
long lasting bene� ts for people 
living across the three areas.

KEEP CALM
AND 

CARRY ON 
WORKING 

FROM HOME

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Contact us today to find out more about our
stunning range of home office solutions.

KEEP CALMKEEP CALM



Lochaber Times
Thursday 6 August 20206  NEWS

LT

A Moidart man has been 
scaling the dizzying height of 
Mount Everest in his own back 
yard to raise funds for Mallaig 
Pool and Leisure (MPL) 
Centre.

Jim Michie climbed Ben 
Roshven 11 times over 11 days, 
climbing 30,500� , to surpass 
the height of the world’s 
highest mountain at 29,028� , 
raising more than £2,000 in 
the process.

‘When I saw the pool’s 
JustGiving appeal for funding 
due to their � nancial di�  cul-
ties related to the lockdown 
closure, the idea just popped 
into my head that I could 
maybe help out by doing a 
fundraiser,’ said the 67-year-
old � tness advocate.

‘I decided to walk up the 
mountain behind my house as 
many times as it would take to 

ascend the equivalent height of 
Mount Everest from sea level.’

Jim was accompanied by his 
family and friends on a few of 
the walks but mostly did them 
on his own.

‘I enjoyed every walk and ex-
perienced a variety of weather 
conditions,’ he added.

‘� ere weren’t many times 
I got a view from the top as 
there was thick mist and rain 
on many of the walks on the 
higher area of the hill, but 

when the mist cleared, the 
views were magni� cent. My 
target was £2,000, which I’ve 
surpassed now which is fantas-
tic, and I really appreciate the 
encouragement and generosity 
of everyone who has donated 
to such a good cause.’

Brought up in Caol and 
Banavie, outside Fort William, 
Jim moved to the Lochailort/ 
Roshven area of Moidart and 
was involved in the salmon 
farming industry for more 
than 20 years. In 1998 he 
moved into tourism, restoring 
an old navy harbour launch 
and started Loch Shiel Cruises, 
based in Glen� nnan, on the 
Road to the Isles, a business 
he ran as owner/operator for a 
further 20 years.

Two years ago he retired and 
sold the business and has been 
messing about on boats ever 
since.

‘� e boating operation was 
quite physically demanding 

and to keep the body going I 
started going to Mallaig Pool 
and Leisure Centre where I 
started training for their an-
nual triathlon,’ he added.

‘With the help of sta� , friend 
and ex-crew member of my 
boat on Loch Shiel, Colin 
Morley, who has just opened 
up the new WolfHouse Gym 
in Fort William, I’ve kept up 
the training.

‘� e current Covid virus situ-
ation stopped the training, due 
to closure of the Mallaig Pool, 
and I had been doing regular 
walks on the hill behind my 
house in Roshven, so it made 
sense to start raising funds.

‘� e centre provides an 
invaluable service towards the 
health and wellbeing of the 
folk living in a wide geograph-
ical area, and especially in 
teaching young people how to 
swim, which is essential in this 
coastal community of lochs 
and rivers. I’m pleased to have 

Jim takes to the hills 
for ‘Everest’ fundraiser

Jim Mitchie climbed Ben Roshven, left, 11 times to raise 
£2,000 to help Mallaig Pool and Leisure.

been able to help out.’
MPL is currently trying to 

raise £5,000 as part funding 
towards an o� er of £10,000 
by the local Moidart Trust to 

help with essential � nance.
Anyone wishing to donate 
can do so at the Mallaig and 
District Swimming Pool 
JustGiving page.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Members of a peer support 
group for both men and 
women dealing with mental 
health issues have been sharing 
their experiences during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Lochaber MindFit is nearing 
its � rst birthday and, since 
August 5, 2019, has had 50/60 
brave members of the commu-
nity walk through its doors in 
search of support.

A� er four months of meet-
ings starting the group had 
to relocate from CrossFit Ben 
Nevis to a larger premises 
as numbers were increasing 
quickly. Now based at � e 
Braxi Hall, Inverlochy, the 
group holds meetings for men 
(Mondays 7-9pm) and women 
(Tuesday 7-9pm) when relaxed 
chat is the order of the day.

During lockdown the group 
has adapted and have been us-

ing zoom as a way to commu-
nicate but are looking forward 
now to meeting up once more.

One group member com-
mented: ‘I know that I have 
struggled lately with my own 
mental health for a variety of 
reasons.

‘I con� ded in a couple of 
friends  but they were not sure 
how to help so it was nice to 

� nd like-minded people even 
if I am only able to engage 
virtually via social media at the 
moment.

‘Just knowing that maybe 
there are others there feeling 
the ups and downs as well is 
of comfort. Struggling alone is 
not something anyone should 
do.’

Another added: ‘I came to the 

group as my anxiety spiralled 
while on furlough during 
lockdown.

‘As I don’t know anyone in 
the area it was really hard to 
know who to turn to and what 
to do. � ese lovely ladies have 
welcomed me, given me some-
one to talk to and made me feel 
like I’m not alone anymore.’

Another member who has 
been with the group from 
the start said: ‘To be able to 
walk into a room and speak 
in front of a group of people 
who gave me a warm welcome 
and didn’t judge me, and who 
are going through the same 
mental health issues, gave me 

the con� dence to start moving 
forward.

‘Sometimes it’s one step 
forward and two back, but I am 
reassured that by being part 
of the MindFit group, I will 
always have somewhere to turn 
and know I will be understood 
and supported.’

Lochaber MindFit chairper-
son/facilitator Susan Archibald 
said: ‘As you can see from these 
quotes our service is vital to 
our amazing community and 
we feel very humbled that we 
can o� er this much-needed 
support.

‘We are extremely excited to 
get back to face-to-face meet-
ing very soon. During this time 
it has been very bene� cial for 
those who do not like online 
meetings to use our private 
Facebook pages where they can 
share how they are feeling and 
gain some support from not 
only the facilitators but also 
other members of the groups.’

� e group has also received 
amazing support from local 
businesses and organisations, 
including Lochaber Hope, 
Martyn’s Monday Club, 
Ferguson’s Transport, Fort 
William Massage � erapy, 
Tradewinds Darts Group, 
Glensanda Quarry as well 
as members of the public 
throughout the year.

‘Without their donations our 
meetings would not be possi-
ble,’ said Susan.

‘We solely rely on donations 
at the moment but we hope to 
register as a charity in the near 
future where we may be able 
to access more funding and 
can continue to expand our 
groups.’

Email info@lochabermind� t.
org.uk or visit lochabermind� t.
org.uk or follow the Facebook 
pages Lochaber MindFit-men’s 
group or Lochaber MindFit-
women’s group for more 
information.

One year on and Lochaber 
Mindfi t is going strong

Marking the � rst anniver-
sary of Mind� t outside 
their Inverlochy meeting 
place are Alan Smillie, left, 
Carmen Beale, Andrew 
Carvill, Susan Archibald, 
John Thomson and Becky 
McCook. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Improve your home and well-being
with a Cairngorm conservatory

A conservatory meets all the main requirements that homeowners 
have highlighted as important elements of being happy in your home

87% of homeowners                   
say aspects of their home

contribute to their 
positive

mental health
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A Mallaig quiz host has raised 
more than £600 so far for a 
trio of good causes through a 
series of increasingly popular 
SpeedQuizzing Live events.

Dawn MacPhie, a teacher at 
Mallaig Primary School, came 
up with the idea of hosting 
her own SpeedQuizzing Live 
events a� er taking part in nu-
merous virtual quizzes during 
lockdown, while she and her 
family were shielding.

Using SpeedQuizzing Live, a 
free app and online platform 
that enables users to host and 
play fast-paced, interactive, 
virtual quizzes, Dawn hosted 
her � rst fundraising quiz on 
the � nal weekend in June. It 
proved hugely popular, raising 
£350 for Alzheimer’s Research 
UK, a leading dementia re-
search charity.

Following on from this suc-
cess, Dawn has staged a fur-

ther two fundraising quizzes 
in July in aid of Mallaig Pool 
& Leisure Centre and Mallaig 
FC, raising more than £250 in 
donations.

� e money will be used by 
Mallaig FC to fund transport 
costs to future games, while 

Mallaig Pool & Leisure Centre, 
which has been closed since 
the March 20, will use the 
funds to help it recover and re-
open safely when government 
guidelines allow.

Commenting on the money 
raised so far, Dawn said: ‘For 

me, hosting quizzes has given 
me the perfect release during 
these challenging times.

‘It’s been a way of bringing 
people together, having fun 
and raising money for some 
very deserving causes in the 
process, and I’m indebted to 
my quizzers who have shown 
huge generosity in these ex-
traordinary times.

‘Knowing that the money 
raised from through my quiz-
zes will really help local organ-
isations is a fantastic feeling 
and I’m looking forward to 
hosting more over the coming 
weeks.’

Tina Heinonen, from Mallaig 
Pool & Leisure Centre, added: 
‘We’ve been closed since March 
20 and that has hit us very hard 
from a � nancial perspective; it 

truly warms the cockles of our 
hearts knowing individuals 
such as Dawn, her quizzers 
and the wider community so 
willingly and generously give 
their support.

‘Mallaig Pool & Leisure is a 
Social Enterprise and a char-
itable organisation; Dawn’s 
donation, coupled with the 
funds that have been raised 
by so many others in support 
of our centre over the last few 
months, means we’re well on 
our way to raising £5,000.

‘Once we hit this target, � e 
Moidart Trust has very gener-
ously o� ered to donate a fur-
ther £10,000, which will serve 
as a real lifeline for the centre 
and enable us to reopen safely 
when government guidelines 
allow.’

Mallaig teacher Dawn’s 
quizzes make a splash

Dawn MacPhie, pictured, 
has staged quizzes to raise 
money to jelp the local pool 
and leisure centre.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

£250 available to 
parents to help 
cover school costs
Families are being encouraged 
to see if they qualify for a 
School Age Payment as schools 
reopen next week.

� e one-o�  cash payment 
is open to people who receive 
certain bene� ts or tax credits 
and are a parent or carer of a 
child born between March 1,  
2015 and February 29, 2016.

People who are home 
schooling or have deferred 
their child’s start date can also 
apply.

Social Security Secretary 
Shirley-Anne Somerville said: 
‘� e move from nursery to 
primary school can feel like a 
huge step for parents as well 
as kids. It can also come at a 
cost – putting extra pressure 
on low-income families.

‘As parents gear up for kids 
starting school next week, 
many will be feeling the 
� nancial impact of Covid-19. 
I urge them to check if they 
are eligible for the School Age 
Payment and apply today.

‘I’d also encourage people to 
check what other support is 
available to them, such as the 
school clothing grant and free 
school meals.’

Visit mygov.scot/
schoolpayment
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Against a backdrop of 
plantation etched hills and 
vacant � elds swamped with 
reeds and glowing yellow 
buttercups, Gill and I stood, 
two metres apart, two 
cameras before us, on a small 
hillock next to Loch Eil.

When I was asked to be 
involved in Hen Harrier 
Day, an event which has 
taken place every year since 
2014, I immediately leapt at 
the opportunity to have a 
conversation with author and 
conservationist, Gill Lewis, 
whose books I have loved 
throughout my childhood. 
� is year it will be taking 
place online on August 8, 
so the initial plan was to 
have our conversation using 
Zoom, but when it turned 
out that Gill was actually 
coming to Fort William, we 
decided to meet face to face.

I had my pre-written 
questions, my plan in my 
head of what was going to 
happen. I took my copy of 
Sky Dancer, my favourite of 
Gill’s books, in case it could 

be used during � lming. And 
when I climbed out of the 
car at our agreed meeting 
spot and met Gill for the � rst 
time, I was so excited.

As a young person who 
wants to be a writer, it is 
thrilling to talk to someone 
who actually writes for a 
living and Gill was lovely, 
approachable and so knowl-
edgeable about hen harriers 
and the natural world.

We set up the voice record-
ers, the cameras, planned out 
how and where we wanted 

this conversation to go. But 
the best part was listening to 
Gill e� ortlessly answer the 
many questions I threw her 
way. What needs to be done 
in the UK to prevent the 
persecution of wild animals 
such as hen harriers? When 
did you � rst become aware 
of driven grouse shooting 
and all the di� erent issues 
that surround it? Would 
licensing, instead of banning 
the sport outright, work?

� e more grouse there are 
on a grouse moor, the more 
successful it is considered. 
To maximise the number of 
grouse on the moor, pred-
ators such as foxes, stoats 
and crows are slaughtered in 
their thousands, and on 
many grouse estates, 
birds of prey such 
as hen harriers 
are illegally shot 
and trapped.

If there is one 
environmen-
tally damaging 
practice that I 
hate most of all, 

it has to be driven grouse 
shooting. � e cruelty, the 
destruction, the sheer 
ridiculousness of it is 
mind-blowing. A 2019 
government-commissioned 
study found that almost 
three-quarters of satel-
lite-tagged hen harriers are 
likely to have been killed 
on or next to grouse moors, 
despite being a protected 
species. In England in the 
same year, only a dozen 
nests were successful.

Hen Harrier Day is a 
celebration of this iconic and 
declining bird, and a day in 
which we raise our voices 
against its biggest threat - 
illegal persecution.

Find out more about 
Hen Harrier Day 

Online at hen-
harrierday.
uk/online, 
and join us 
in two days 
time to learn 
more about 

this magni� -
cent  bird. 

A Cry For The Wild
HOLLY GILLIBRAND
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Kinloch youngsters get 
touch of green � ngers
� e children of 
Kinlochleven are 
smiling this week 
as they have 
received a green 
health home pack 
put together by 
the Kinlochleven 
Community Trust.

� e pack includes pen-
cils, seeds, compost, insect 
magni� er, bamboo whistle, 
compostable bowl-potted 
plants, bird seed and activity 
sheets all designed to encour-
age the primary, nursery and 
early years residents to go out-
side and engage with nature.

� is Green Health activity 
is part of a programme being 
delivered by the Highland 
Green Health Partnership 
which is aiming to encourage 
more of us to make use of our 
local green and blue spaces as 
part of our ‘Natural Health 
Service’.

� is project was made pos-
sible with funding from the 
EU Leader Rural Development 
Fund and Scottish Natural 
Heritage.

It is also asking for parents 
and care givers to send in 
photographs of the cress 

seed eggheads they grow 
to be shared on social media. 
Please send entries to Facebook 
(details below) or via email to 
admin@kinlochleven.co.uk

Development O�  cer at the 
Trust, Lucy Cooke, told us: 
‘� is has been a wonderful 
project to be involved in. 
Engaging in green health and 
time spent outdoors is more 
important than ever and to 
have the chance to spread joy 
among our youngest residents 
through such a di�  cult period 
has been marvellous.’

For further information 
on � ink Health � ink 
Nature and the Highland 
Green Health Partnership’s 
activities you can follow 
them on Facebook @� ink 
Health � ink Nature, 
Twitter @� inkNature_ 
or on Instagram @
� inkHealth� inkNature

Young Phoenix, is 
delighted with her 

wildlife kit from 
the Kinlochleven 
Community 
Trust.
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Today, Borrodale House is a 
handsome, three-storey house 
close to the viaduct at Loch 
nam Uamh.

It can sleep 16 lucky guests 
who can take a 10-minute 
stroll to the lochside to enjoy 
� ne views of the head of 
the loch to the east and out 
towards Ardnamurchan point 
to the west.

But what links this genteel 
holiday let to our weekly time-
line of the turbulent events of 
the 1745 rising?

In a clue to its importance in 
Jacobite history, the original 
house burned down in 1746 – 
a� er Culloden. It was rebuilt 
in the late 18th and early 19th 
century, and is now B-listed.

In 1864 the renowned 
English Arts and Cra� s archi-
tect, Philip Webb, converted 
the derelict house into two 
buildings, one for the factor 

and one for the coachman. 
It was to be his only work in 
Scotland.

By this time, Borrodale 
House had been relegated to 
the status of home farm to the 
Arisaig estate, and is described 

by Canmore, the record of 
the historic environment, as 
a: ‘Polite, but plain, Georgian 
tacksman’s house’.

But back in 1745, Borrodale 
House was to play a pivotal role 
in the rising, serving as both 

Bonnie Prince Charlie’s living 
quarters and the headquarters 
of the � edgling Jacobite rising.

Today you can stand lochside 
and drink in the historic 
events, imagining the Du 
Teillay at anchor and the 

Prince coming ashore here by 
visiting the Prince’s Cairn, not 
far from Borrodale. � e house 
was owned by Clanranald 
himself, and let to Angus 
MacDonald of Borrodale. 
While the Prince stayed at 
Borrodale House, most of his 
men stayed at Kinlochmoidart 
House.

� e last few days of July and 
the � rst few of August had 
been spent on the Du Teillay 
on covert operations, sending 
out messages and receiving 
key players for meetings about 
the � edgling rising.

� en, on August 4, to em-
phasise his own resolve and 
to impress the waverers, the 
Prince ordered the Du Teillay 
to sail back to France. She 
weighed anchor and departed 
that day.

� ere is a description of the 
Prince’s welcome at Borrodale 
House in the Lockhart Papers: 
‘HRH being seated in a proper 
place, had a full view of all our 

company, the whole neigh-
bourhood without distinction 
of age or sex, crouding [sic] in 
upon us to see the P.

‘A� er we had all eaten plen-
tifully and drunk chearfully 
[sic], HRH drunk the grace 
drink in English, which most 
of us understood.’

The Prince’s Cairn
John McCulloch, of the 1745 
Association, told us: ‘� e 
Prince’s Cairn marks the 
traditional spot from where 
Prince Charles Edward Stuart 
embarked for France from 
Scotland on September 20, 
1746, following the failure of 
the Jacobite rising of 1745.

� e cairn is located on the 
shores of Loch nan Uamh in 
Lochaber. 

It was erected in 1956 by the 
1745 Association, a historical 
society dedicated to the study, 
recording and preservation of 
the memories of the Jacobite 
period.’

This week in 1745: The Prince 
sets up HQ at Borrodale House

Borrodale House was rebuilt in the late 18th, early 19th century after being burned down in 
1746, following Culloden.

by Ally Entwistle
fort@obantimes.co.uk
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Write to us: send your letters to fort@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HBLETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.
At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Cha toil leamsa sibhse idir! Sin a’ bheachd 
shòlaimte a thug mise dhan tè a bha gam theagasg 
tron chiad sheachdain agam san sgoil ann an 
1953. Saoilidh mi gum bheil seòrsa de chuimhne 
agam air a ràdh, agus air mo phiuthar mhòr ag 
innse orm nuair a chaidh sinn dhachaigh, ach 
’s iomadh uair a chuir am boireannach còir ris 
an tuirt mi na faclan, nam chuimhne iad an 
dèidh sin. Chan eil mi cinnteach an i an neach-
teagaisg, riaghailtean na sgoile, neo an sgoil anns 
an � arsaingeachd air an robh mi cho coma, ach 
siud mar a bha balach còig bliadhna a dh’aois a’ 
faicinn an t-saoghail air an � easgar Dihaoine 
ud.

Bha mi a’ cuimhneachadh air sin is � os 
a-nise gum bi sgoiltean Alba a’ fosgladh às ùr 
an t-seachdain seo tighinn, agus gu dearbh ’s e 
deagh naidheachd a tha an sin dha pàrantan agus 
gu sònraichte dhan chloinn a th’  air uimhir a 
chall thar ceithir mìosan. Gun teagamh rinn 
luchd-teagaisg dìcheall taic foghlaim a chumail 
ris a’ chloinn tron eadar-lìon, ach mar a bhiodh 
dùil, cha do dh’obraich sin cho math dhan na 
h-uile idir. Bidh cuid de chlann nan àrd-sgoilte-
an gu sònraichte iomagaineach nach bi iad dea-
saichte airson na h-ath cheumannan nan cuid 
foghlaim agus tha leasachadh air an dragh sin 
dol a dh’iarraidh spàirn agus dealas bhon neach-
teagaisg agus an sgoilear. Anns na bun-sgoiltean 
Gàidhlig ’s e pàirt mhòr den dragh gun do chaill 
clann eòlas air cleachdadh na Gàidhlig gach 
latha, agus ’s e dùbhlan a tha sin leis gum bheil 

uiread dhiubh à dachannan far nach eil an cànan 
air a cleachdadh mar phrìomh chànan, neo ’s dò-
cha idir.  Saoilidh mi gum feum na sgoiltean sin 
cuimseachadh air bogadh cànain a dhèanamh 
ach an tig a’ chlann air ais chun na Gàidhlig gu 
luath agus gun till an cuid misneachd innte. 

� a sinn beò ann an saoghal gu math àraid 
an-dràsta, agus às aonais stiùir eòlais shoilleir 
air an t-slighe as � eàrr air adhart tha sinn ag 
imeachd air thuairmeas ann an cuid a shuid-
heachaidhean. Ach tha aon nì cinnteach agus ’s 
e sin gum bheil foghlam chloinne deatamach, 
agus gum bheil comas luchd-teagaisg air ùidh 
nan sgoilearan a ghlacadh bunaiteach a thaobh 
’s mar a shoirbhicheas leotha. Chan eil teagamh 
nach eil luchd-obrach na slàinte is eile airidh air 
taing agus moladh airson an cuid saothrach anns 
an t-srì an aghaidh Covid 19, ach tha an luchd-
teagaisg ris am bheil comasan breithneachaidh 
agus adhartais an ath ghinealaich an urra, cuide-
achd rim moladh. Gur math a thèid dhaibh uile 
bhon t-seachdain seo tighinn air adhart, agus 
tha mi ’n dòchas nach bi òganach sam bith den 
aon bharail ‘s a bh’ agamsa deireadh mo chiad 
sheachdain sgoile bho chionn iomadh bliadhna 
air ais!

Best wishes to another vital sector of workers as 
Scotland’s schools reopen this coming week, and 
best wishes too to all the children catching up on 
lost learning! 

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Wild camping
In the early 90s there was roadside camping 
nuisance in Glencoe, between the Achtriochtan 
junction and Clachaig Inn.   Downstream res-
idents in the Glen had serious health concerns.

I was Divisional Engineer with the Regional 
Council Roads Department at the time and we 
brought forward a clearway order that prohibited 
parking not only on the road but on the verges 
too.  Intrusive yellow lines are not needed as a 
clearway order simply requires signs at either 
end with small repeater symbols if the restriction 
covers some distance.

Part of the plan involved the National Trust for 
Scotland as landowner and simple earthworks 
sensitively closed o�  the places that vehicles could 
be driven o�  the road to park. � is proved to be 
an e� ective method of stopping the problem and 
I commend it for investigation by communities 
where there is nuisance from roadside parking.

While we need to take steps to stop the nuisance 
with restrictions, we also need to recognise that 
folk from the cities want to come here and so, de-
pending on the location, it may still be necessary 
to o� er some managed areas, with education and 
disposal points.

John C Hutchison, Fort William.

Who dares cares
My name is Billy Anderson and I am writing to 
you on behalf of Who Dares Cares and Five Men 
In to extend our heartfelt gratitude and deepest 
respect to a number of individuals, and, the Fort 
William/ Lochaber community as a whole.

Who Dares Cares started in 2016 as a support 
charity for veterans su� ering from PTSD and 
due to the huge demand within our society has 
expanded over the last four years to incorporate 
and support people from all walks of life.

Five Men In are a group of � ve veterans whose 
service has le�  them with life changing physical 
and/or psychological injuries. � ey have come 
together to raise £5,000 for our charity. � ey 
have set themselves the challenge of climbing � ve 
munros over the course of a year, with the � rst 
challenge being the ascent of Ben Nevis.

� is was completed on July 18.
Who Dares Cares and Five Men In would 

like everyone to know that the generosity and 
hospitality extended to them by Jacqueline 
Lowry, Masada Country House Hotel,  Karen 
and Uisdean McDonald, Victoria House 
Hotel,  Barbara Findlay, BakeNRoll,  Erol Ozen, 
Ben Nevis Takeaway,  Ali Du� , � e Hairy 
Piper,  Elizabeth Henderson, Highland Smoked 
Salmon, and Cassie Gregor from Arisaig who 
put it all together for us. We were also o� ered 
assistance from the Salvation Army Hall and the 

Bothy Bar which was not needed yet gratefully 
received. In short, within a few days of reaching 
out for help in � nding an area to pitch their tents, 
the local community had them housed, fed and 
watered. Words cannot describe the deep and 
abiding impact these actions have had on every-
one involved. Many, many thanks.

Billy Anderson.

Can reader help in mystery?
My bike run yesterday took me through the 
Strath of Orchy when I spotted a truly magnif-
icent Celtic Cross just up from the road. Such an 
outstanding feature had to be investigated and 
though it was di�  cult to read it appeared to have 
been erected on the site of a former cottage. 

But what really aroused my curiosity was at 
the base of the cross, on the side facing the road 
was the name of Duncan McLaren, former Lord 

Provost of Edinburgh. It appears that this gen-
tleman was a political giant of his time. Born in 
Renton, Dunbartonshire in 1800 he was largely 
self taught, having attended school for only two 
years. By the age of 24 he was running a success-
ful business as a draper before entering local 
government where he was credited with saving 
Edinburgh from � nancial ruin. From there he 
entered  Parliament and represented Edinburgh 
with great distinction for 16 years. He died in 
1886 and is buried in St Cuthbert’s Churchyard, 
Edinburgh, alongside his three wives and other 
family members.

All very interesting but nowhere in my limited 
research is there any mention of Dalmally or 
Argyll. Perhaps a reader can explain the connec-
tion between Renton, Edinburgh and this lovely 
part of Argyll. � ank you.

Stan Ireland, Kirn, Dunoon.

Lochaber has had enough 
motorhome madness
It is incredible the impact a thoughtless few 
can have on so many.

We can understand the upset and 
frustration communities are feeling about 
the people who have hired motorhomes 
so they can have a cheap holiday wild 
camping around the Highlands, but who 
show no respect to our communities or 
beautiful countryside.

However, as it’s been pointed out, these 
problems are nothing new.

Communities in Glen Etive and Arisaig 
have been pleading for years for local 
interventions

As Councillor Rixson points out tourist 
infrastructure has been under pressure 
for a number of years – necessary facilities 
such as toilets, parking, waste collection 
and chemical waste disposal have been 
sadly lacking – so it is about time Highland 
Council sorted it out once and for all. 
With our economy reliant on tourism, we 
need to � nd solutions that manage the 
problems without damaging our economy, 
communities and environment, and 
without banning the freedoms many of us 
enjoy and exercise responsibly.

Surely if the Scottish Government and 
Highland Council put their heads together 
they could come up with a viable plan?

Family Run Business Since 2005 • Accredited Installer  • SEPA & CHAS Registered

CALL: 01546 603989
info@mbcargyll.com   •   mbcargyll.com

SEPTIC TANK 
Do you need your tank checked? Need an

installation quote? We’re here to help.

SEPTIC TATAT NKKNK

Still operating 
under Government 

guidelines
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Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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Kelsey MacGregor celebrating her 
� fth birthday on July 28 with family in 
Kinlochleven. Celebrating with her mum 
and Dad, big brother Conner, and sisters 
Courtney and Karla. Her birthday cake was 
made by her sister Courtney.

Happy Lockdown Birthday!
Over the last few months we have been 
delighted to help you celebrate your wee ones 
birthdays during lockdown.

With restrictions now easing enough for your 
children to enjoy celebrating with their friends 
once more, this will now be the � nal shoutout. 
However, if anything changes, we will be here 
and happy to helpout again.

AGM for Kilmallie Christmas 
Lights is this month
� e AGM of the Kilmallie Christmas Lights 
Fund is due to be held on � ursday, August 27, 
at 7pm.

Due to the current situation this will be a 
Zoom meeting. Members of the public are 
welcome.

Anyone wishing attend can get the details of 
how to join the Zoom meeting by emailing
kclfsecretary@gmail.com prior to this date.

Fort William Library joins the 
bounceback campaign
High Life Highland has taken the � rst steps 
in its Fort William ‘bounceback’ campaign 
with the introduction of a collect and return 
service at Fort William Library.

From Wednesday July 29, Fort William 
Library customers were able to access items 
by requesting them in advance and booking a 
time slot for collection.

Julie Corcoran, Principal Libraries Manager, 
said the safety of customers, sta�  and com-
munities was the top priority as they looked 

to begin providing services again at libraries 
across the Highlands.

� e ‘Collect and Return’ basis means 
customers can phone or email the library to 
request items and collect them during their 
allocated time slot.

‘We hope to gradually reinstate library 
browsing and access to our public access 
computing facilities shortly therea� er as we 
introduce a range of appropriate measures to 
ensure the safety of both customers and sta� ,’ 
added Ms Corcoran.

‘Among others, these measures will in-
clude a computer booking system, social 
distancing and the introduction of enhanced 

cleaning routines around the library.
� e process has already been tested and 
implemented in other libraries across the 
Highlands, where we’ve witnessed a steady 
and increasing stream of customers all wel-
coming the return of the service and o� ering 
very positive feedback on how the system is 
working.’

Ms Corcoran concluded: ‘We very much 
look forward to welcoming our customers, 
regulars and new, back to a full library service 
when it is safe and appropriate to do so.’

Customers can contact the library by 
telephone during its opening hours on 01397 
703552.

� is year marks the 20th anniver-
sary of ShelterBox, a charity which 
started out life as a Millennium 
project by Helston-Lizard Rotary 
in Cornwall and has now grown to 
be a strong part of Rotary’s global 
work in disaster relief.

Since 2000, the ShelterBox 
scheme has supported 1.5 million 
people with emergency shelter and 
other essentials, across 97 coun-
tries. Mostly these emergencies 
have resulted from earthquakes, 
� oods, hurricanes and the like.

Each box contains basic items for 
10 people, including a tent, stove, 
cooking utensils, solar lights, 
blankets, mosquito nets, water 
puri� cation kits, and tools.

Clubs over the UK contribute from 
time to time and boxes are made up 
and stored in an aircra�  hangar to 
be � own out when necessary.

� anks to the generous support of 
the community, Lochaber Rotary 
has provided several Shelter Boxes 
over the years and those attending 
the Lochaber Agricultural Show 

have become used to seeing a box 
with tent, stove and other items on 
display.

Lochaber Rotary President, 
Richard Baxter told us: ‘Although 

much of Lochaber Rotary’s work 
is supporting locals, when major 
disasters strike we play our part 
in supporting those families who 
suddenly have nothing but the 

clothes they stand in. ShelterBox 
is an immensely practical way 
of doing so. We are very grateful 
for community support over the 
years.’

Lochaber Rotary marks 20th 
anniversary of ShelterBox

Each box con-
tains basic items 
for 10 people in 
an emergency.
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Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce is pleased  to 
announce that we are rolling 
out a new web app to help 
local businesses manage the 
customer contact details 
requested by the  Scottish 
Government’s Test  & Protect   
programme.

� is new online app uses our 
well-known ‘Outdoor Capital 
of the UK’ brand and o� ers 
businesses an easy-to-use 
and secure way to manage 
customer contract-tracing 
information. Businesses 
simply log in and create a 
business account, which gives 
them their  businesses’  unique 
code (plus a free pack of table 
displays and  posters ready to 
print).

Customers who visit, simply 
read the QR Code on using 
their smartphone camera or 
input a 4-digit code displayed 
at the venue, input the re-
quested  information and then 
check in easily and securely 
each time they enjoy a meal, 
co� ee or a drink out at di� er-

ent establishments.
� e new app makes it easy 

for businesses to keep track of 
the information they’ve been 
asked to collect, and easy for 
customers as it’s simple to 
do and they can be con� dent 
that their information is being 
managed securely.

If a venue is contacted by 
NHS about a person who has 
visited their venue, a business 
will make a simple request 

via an integrated dashboard 
to Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce which will provide 
the NHS with the customer 
information requested.

� e chamber has already 
run a pilot scheme with Nevis 
Range and � e Moorings 
Hotel over the weekend and 
we’re delighted to report that it 
is working well and is easy to 
use. It will go live to the busi-
ness community this week, 

with other establishments 
already signing up.

� is service is  FREE  to use 
for all Lochaber businesses. If 
you’d like to make use of the 
service simply go to  protect.
outdoorcapital.co.uk  to get 
started. We’re more than hap-
py to come out to give you and 
your sta�  a demo of  how it 
works. If you have any queries 
please contact us on protect@
lochaberchamber.co.uk

VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER Business awards celebrate 
success of Oban women in 
extraordinarily di�  cult year
Do you know a Lochaber 
woman in business who has 
seen exceptional growth, 
shown true resilience or made 
a positive social impact? Or 
maybe she’s a rising star, a sole 
trader or a new start-up?

With the e� ect coronavirus 
has had on the world and the 
economy, it has never been a 
more important time to cele-
brate success. Entries are now 
open for this year’s Business 
Women Scotland Business 
Awards.

Back for a sixth year, the 
awards mark the achievements 
of the growing number of 
women-led businesses and 
recognise the entrepreneur-
ial talents of women across 
Scotland. Importantly, the 
awards also help to create more 
business role models to inspire 
the next generation of leaders. 

Categories range from Start-
up Business of the Year and 
Established Business of the 
Year to Rising Star of the Year 
and Inspirational Woman of 
the Year. New categories in 
the 2020 awards to mark the 
unparalleled economic climate 

include Business Growth of 
the Year, Resilient Woman of 
the Year and Social Impact of 
the Year.

STV, which recently an-
nounced a partnership with 
Business Women Scotland, 
is sponsoring the Business 
Woman of the Year award. As 
part of the deal, STV will gi�  
the award winner £20,000 air-
time and a launch commercial 
to help grow their business.

Lynne Kennedy MBE, 
founder of Business Women 
Scotland, said: ‘� ese awards 
provide the perfect platform 
for women across all sectors in 
Scotland to showcase the vital 
contribution they are making 
to our business ecosystem.

‘We need more women to 
step forward and help us close 
the gender gap in enterprise, 
with just 20 per cent of SMEs 
in Scotland currently being 
majority owned and led by 
women.’

To enter the awards run 
in partnership with STV, 
visit www.bws.ltd.co.uk/. 
� e closing date for entries is 
September 14.

01397 874000

CONTACT US AT 
info.whc@uhi.ac.uk

 APPLY NOW
PLACES FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 IN A 

WIDE  RANGE OF SUBJECTS

We know that things are a little different 
right now and you may be wondering 
how this affects your options for 
studying with us in September. 

As your local college and university partner, we 
wanted to let you know that WE’RE HERE FOR YOU 
and we are ready to help you on your unique 
learning journey. We offer a full range of courses 
for school leavers right thought to adult learners, 
at whatever stage or level is right for you.

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193) 
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Kinlochlaich Garden Centre
Plant Centre and Nursery 

between Fort William and Oban

Open 7 days 10am - 4pm
Also available by arrangement/

re-booking in addition to 
public opening hours after 4pm

Delivery available
Can also leave orders out for collection.

We have a one-way 
system in and out, 

and once in it is easy 
to social distance as 
we are well spaced 

out. Hand sanitiser is 
available too.

www.kinlochlaichgardencentre.co.uk
Tel: 07881525754

Current Opening 
Times Monday 

to Saturday 
10am to 4pm

Hardware, DIY, 
Household, 
Cookware, 
Electrical, 

Gardening & 
Key Cutting

Marshall & Pearson
35 High Street, Fort William

Click and Collect available from
www.marshallandpearson.co.uk

Tel: 01397 700500

Anxiety about returning 
to work is real, it will 
a� ect most of us.
As we are beginning to come out of crisis lockdown 
and back to work, we can 
expect to start to feel the 
trauma that we have and 
still are going through, 
like loss, fear, uncertainty 
and � nancial anxiety.

We are currently trying 
to � t normal responses to abnormal circumstances.

We may all face real or perceived threats and will 
de� nitely see them and react di� erently from some 
of our colleagues which can be di�  cult to understand 
and accept.

Many of us have su� ered loss, all of us loss of freedom, 
some of us are wondering who we are outside our 
jobs, most of us will feel anxiety, this is normal, the 
unknown makes us anxious.

Please do not underestimate or disregard your feel-
ings, let Lochaber Hope reach out to you.

Speak to one of our experienced counsellors or con-
tact us to � nd out about our other helping services.

Scotland’s Towns Partnership has launched 
a ‘Love Local’ campaign encouraging 
everyone to support businesses at the heart 
of their community.

� e campaign seeks to remind all those 
living in Scotland, including Fort William, 
that town centres are not just a series of 
buildings and pavements – they are made 
up of people – and harness the compassion 
and solidarity that was shown by communi-
ties during the coronavirus outbreak to help 
fuel the recovery.

� e campaign follows publication of new 
polling � gures which showed that two 
thirds of Scottish residents intended to shop 
locally once high streets reopened and that 
the success of town centres depends on local 
support.

Businesses across Scotland have been 
working with Business Improvement 
Districts (BIDs), local councils and others 
to put in place arrangements so people can 
shop locally, but safely.

� e Love Local campaign has received the 
support of Communities Secretary Aileen 
Campbell MSP.

She commented: ‘It is now more vitally 
important than ever to consider shopping, 
eating and drinking locally as we all have a 
role to play in Scotland’s economic recovery.

‘Simple steps like choosing to visit a near-
by shop or café, or buying goods or services 
from a business in your own community, 
helps support jobs and goes a long way to 

fostering the vibrant selection of products 
and services on o� er close to home.

‘By following the public health advice, we 
can all make exploring what the neighbour-
hood has to o� er as safe as possible.

‘I would encourage everyone who is able to 
head out and discover for themselves what 
living locally can o� er them – I know that 
business owners at the heart of our commu-
nities will appreciate it immensely.’

Phil Prentice, chief o�  cer of Scotland’s 
Towns Partnership, said: ‘� e impact of 
coronavirus has hit our town centres and 
local businesses hard. Now is the time for 
us all to support them to get back on their 
feet in a way which recognises that we still 
need to stay safe and follow the public health 

guidelines. By thinking local � rst, we can 
help Scotland’s economic recovery from 
its grassroots, supporting our town centres 
within all of the public safety guidelines. 
� e impact we can have by doing this should 
not be underestimated.

‘� e breadth of businesses in our town 
centres is vast. Whether you need a book, a 
pint of milk, a night out and a meal or some 
garden furniture, please think local � rst.

‘Scotland Loves Local is all about getting 
people back to their roots and recognising 
that our town centre businesses and the 
people who run them are part of the fabric 
of our communities. Sometimes for gener-
ations these people have been there for us. 
Now it’s time for us to be there for them.’

Campaign for 
shoppers to 
‘Love Local’

Fort William 
businesses 
su� ered terribly 
during lock-
down when the 
high street was 
all but deserted. 
So now is the 
time to support 
our local 
businesses and 
let them know 
how much you 
appreciate 
them.
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Members of Lochaber Phoenix 
Boxing Club were working 
solo to maintain their � tness 
during lockdown then, with 
an easing of restrictions, reg-
istered boxers were enjoying 
one-to-one sessions with 
coaches, writes Iain Ferguson.

Now the club is o� ering out-
door ‘Boxercise on the Beach’ 
sessions to a wider range of 
members using open spaces 
at Caol foreshore. � is allows 
more people to participate 
while maintaining social 
distancing.

All age groups will be catered 
for and invited to attend in 
groups of up to 10 per coach.  
Di� erent classes will be 
geared to o� er training at 
various � tness levels to ensure 
a gradual return to pre-Covid 
� tness levels for those who 
have been away from the gym 
for a while, rather than the ex-

Lochaber Phoenix Boxing Club members training on the beach. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Club members take to the 
wide open spaces of Caol 
foreshore, allowing more 
people to take part in 
training. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 

alba.photos

pectation of picking up where 
they le�  o� . A number of 
exercises have been drawn up 
by the coaches. � ese include 
warm-up sessions, running 
through patterns of cones and 
mini-hurdles, which helps 
co-ordination, and circuit 
training – without the use of 
shared equipment. Important 
hand and foot work is also on 
the list.

Weather is always a con-
sideration with any form of 
outdoor event in Lochaber and 
the sessions will take that into 
account, with shorter classes 
in inclement conditions, 

although it is planned to keep 
going whatever the climate 
throws up.

Coach Vince Lopez said: 
‘We have kept in touch with 
members since the start of 
lockdown and helped them as 
much as we can through social 
media, holding Zoom sessions 
and discussing what activities 
they could do to keep � tness 
and co-ordination at high 
levels.

‘However, we have been 
constantly asked for more, es-
pecially by parents keen to � nd 
some way of soaking up their 
youngsters’ energy. Hopefully 

this will be the answer. We 
tried a couple of ‘dry’ runs  -–
the � rst on a very wet Saturday 
– with our more experienced 
members which worked well, 
so we set about adapting these 
to suit a wider range of � tness 
and skills.

‘As a  charity run entirely by 
volunteers, the loss of income 
from training sessions has hit 
us badly, especially having 
just moved into a new gym at 
Corpach with all the associat-
ed overheads. We don’t charge 
much to make sure cost is not a 
barrier to anyone taking part, 
but we also have to keep an eye 
on the � nances if we are to be 
here for members in the future. 
Hopefully we will get a good 
turnout when we start.’

Details of the times, dates 
and how to join in will appear 
on the Lochaber Phoenix 
Boxing Club Facebook page.

 

 

Lochaber boxers hit Caol sands
Outdoor ‘Boxercise on 
the Beach’ means more 
members can train
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