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Serving the west since 1861

Seil buggy 
run to aid 
struggling 
kids abroad

Minecraft 
masters 
build their 
own school

A petition calling on CalMac to 
hold priority spaces for island 
residents needing last-minute 
essential trips to the mainland 
has been signed by more than 
1,300 people so far.

� e change.org petition is 
being swamped by supporters 
wanting the ferry operator to 
reserve just a few spaces each 
day on its vessels for islanders 
� nding themselves in need of 
an unexpected vital trip.

� e call comes as CalMac, 
still operating under limited 
capacity because of Covid, 
announced bookings can only 
be made on a two-week rolling 
basis as lockdown starts to 
ease.

CalMac’s website brie� y 
crashed on Tuesday when 
tickets went on sale for July 1 
to July 14, an extremely high 
volume of calls was also expe-
rienced by its call handlers who 
worked through the queue, 
thanking customers for their 
‘understanding and patience’.

Residents living on islands 

are worried that with tourism 
making a comeback, the race 
to get ferry spaces will get 
tougher under the new system.

CalMac says space will be 
made available for emergency 
travel ‘as it always is’, but that 
is no comfort and no guarantee 
says 19-year-old Kelly MacKay 
who lives on Harris and started 
the petition.

‘With current limitations and 
restrictions on ferry services 
there is no guarantee that they 
would be able to accommodate 
islanders – this is not usual and 
normal times. � at’s why we 
need CalMac to pledge to hold 
open a few spaces on each route 
for locals who need them at the 
last minute,’ she said.

� is week � e Oban Times 
heard from a pregnant woman 
shielding on Mull who said 
regardless of whether she gets 
a reservation or not, she would 

drive into the booked lane at 
Craignure so she can get to es-
sential hospital appointments.

� e woman, who wanted 
to remain anonymous, said: 
‘I live on Mull, am pregnant, 
shielding and have two essen-
tial hospital appointments to 
attend and CalMac will not let 
me make a priority booking.

‘� ere are islanders needing 
chemo and NHS workers need-
ing spaces, and CalMac are 
allowing non essential travel 
and holiday makers priority. 
� ey are not ‘a lifeline to the 
islands’ as they claim to be. 

‘What kind of company 
forces someone to compromise 
their or their unborn baby’s 
safety?’

Oban South and the Isles 
councillor Roddy McCuish 
said he ‘wholeheartedly’ 
supports the petition. ‘� ese 
are lifeline services to the 
islands, not just tourist routes. 
Islanders should have priority 
for ferry spaces when needed,’ 
he said.

Michael Russell MSP has 
already written to the Islands 
Minister, the Tourism Cabinet 

Secretary and has spoken to 
CalMac about this issue.

‘I have made the point to 
CalMac that the system is 
not � exible enough for local 
people. � ere has to be a degree 
of priority given to them. � ey 
have been told this is what 
is required by the Minister. 
CalMac’s management need 
to heed that and do more,’ he 
said.

CalMac managing director 
Robbie Drummond said: ‘I 
have huge sympathy with the 
situation on our islands where 
there are competing demands 
for the reduced capacity we 
have available due to Covid-19.

‘We are introducing a new 
timetable this week that 
increases capacity through ad-
ditional sailings and this will 
be followed by another interim 
timetable in two weeks. 

‘We are working hard with 
Transport Scotland to ensure 
that we have the maximum ca-
pacity available on our vessels 
and we stand ready to adapt to 
any change in the rules around 
physical distancing as they are 
announced.’

CalMac urged ‘save 
space for islanders’

Nearly 100 days after they were locked down, many 
shops across Oban welcomed customers back on 
Monday as coronavirus restrictions were eased. One 
of the shops to open was Mitchells Sweet Memories. 
Pictured is Albert Mitchell, husband of shop owner 
Violet, who was at the helm in a face shield – a new-look 
for a shop which has been a � xture of the high street for 
38 years. For full story, turn to page 16.

Oban for business...

‘They are not a 
“lifeline to the islands” 
as they claim to be.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Play parks across Scotland can 
� nally � ing open their gates 
this week but Oban housing 
provider ACHA is not playing 
ball – for safety reasons, writes 
Ellis Butcher.

Argyll and Community 
Housing Association said it 
had made the decision to keep 
its playgrounds shut because it 
could not guarantee physical 
distancing or the public sticking 
to ‘enhanced hygiene controls.’

Although the nod to reopen 
came as part of Phase 2 of 
Scotland’s route map through 
and out of the COVID-19 crisis, 
gates at ACHA’s play parks will 
stay locked for now.

‘We will review the position 
again in early July and trust 
people will respect the decision, 
in line with public health 
considerations during uncer-
tain times,’ said the housing 
association.

ACHA has a total of  35 play 
parks   throughout mainland 
Argyll and Bute and on the 
islands in developments where 
it has properties. It also has play 
parks at each of its two Gypsy 
Traveller sites.

Atlantis Leisure Centre 
recently reopened its tennis 
courts and Friends of Oban 

Community Playpark hope 
the centre’s outdoor adventure 
ground will be next getting chil-
dren out in the fresh air again.

Out on Seil, the island’s com-
munity council is also keeping 
the play park next to the hall 
closed. � e park has been shut 
all the way through lockdown 
but recently, plastic cable ties 
securing the gate shut had been 
hacked o� .

Community councillor 
Seamus Anderson said the pri-
ority was to keep people safe, so 
for the time being the play area 
would be staying shut.

Lockdown
� e island, as is other coastal 

communities and Oban itself, is 
bracing itself for the arrival of 
visitors soon as the lockdown 
restrictions ease up.

With play parks opening up 
elsewhere, � e Register of Play 
Inspectors International (RPII) 
is calling for all playground 
owners across Scotland to make 
sure they carry out detailed 
safety checks � rst.

� e RPII is expecting play-
grounds to be very heavily used 
during the Scottish summer 
holidays and the eagerness of the 
public to start using them again, 
so it is vital that playgrounds 

are thoroughly inspected and 
any temporary barriers put up 
during lockdown, that could 
now be a hazard, removed.

If you are planning on visiting 
a play park soon, the RPII has 
issued some safety guidelines.

1.     If the playground facility 
you visit has not yet o�  cially 
been opened, please do not 
attempt to use, or access the 
equipment or area.

2.     Do not remove any tempo-
rary barriers to the playground 
or plastic fencing or unravel any 
swing seats or cables that may 
have been secured to put them 
out of use. � is must be done 
by the person or organisation 
responsible for it.

3. Follow the current social 
distance guidelines when 
visiting and encourage your 
children to do the same.

4.     If the playground is busy, 
consider coming back at a 
later time. Talk to your children 
about this possibility before 
visiting.

5.     Wash your and your chil-
dren’s   hands before and a� er 
visiting. Take hand sanitiser 
with you and consider taking 
a bottle of water for if your 
children’s hands get covered in 
mud.

ACHA puts play time on hold 
in bid to keep families safe

When egg farmers on Seil ran 
out of boxes it was no yolk!

With 3,000 of the 
award-winning eggs laid 
daily, Argyll Free Range Eggs 
at Balvicar had to crack the 
problem quick.

Lockdown restrictions took 
its toll on mills making paper 
to turn into cardboard to 
transform into cartons, ink 
producers for the labels were 
also impacted – leaving the 
country short of boxes and 
the farm scrambling to � nd a 
solution.

A� er an almost ‘eggsaus-
tive’ search, a box supplier 
was � nally sourced but the 
cartons came ready-printed 
with a cartoon of a kilted hen 
pipeband.

To put their own stamp 
on the temporary boxes, 

although some customers 
like the new ones so much 
they want them kept forever, 
the business has been adding 
its own personalised labels 
laying claim to the contents.

Connie Macaskill, whose 

family run Argyll Free Range 
Eggs, said: ‘� e henpipe box-
es certainly stand out. In fact 
they’re impossible to miss 
on the shelf. Some people 
have even needed persuading 
they’re actually our eggs but 

they de� nitely are! We’ve 
had to stick on our own little 
labels  – all by hand!’

Summer is usually peak 
season for the Macaskill’s 
with busy hotels, guesthous-
es, restaurants and cafes 
putting in big orders, but 
with COVID-19 curtailing   
tourism, the business is 
having to go the extra mile, 
quite literally, to sell the eggs 
– which have not lessened in 
number.

‘We’ve had to sell them 
cheaper and go quite far 
to sell them all. One thing 
COVID hasn’t changed is the 

number of eggs still being 
laid!’ said Connie.

Connie’s mum Flo Macaskill 
started the business in 1994 
with just 30 hens, now there 
are 3,000 of them each laying 
one egg a day. Flo was joined 
by husband Ewen when he 
retired from teaching English 
at Oban High School in 2008 
and if the couple need a 
hand down on the farm then 
Connie and her partner Ali 
Flint are happy to help.

Looking forward to laying 
coronavirus to rest and 
the business getting back 
to the new normal as lock-
down restrictions ease, the 
Macaskill’s are eggspecting 
busy months ahead.

CalMac is one of their big-
gest customers, Oban’s Etive 
restaurant uses the farm’s 
fresh eggs to make it’s world-
class sou�  e and Oban Food 
Hub has just signed up to be 
one of its newest suppliers.

Balvicar egg farmers 
crack box shortage

Connie and her parter Ali 
Flint with some of the new 
egg boxes with the kilted 
hens on the front.

Ring ahead 
rule still in 
place at A&E
Covid-19 screening and 
infection control procedures 
are still in place for people 
needing A&E help at Oban 
hospital, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

People must ring ahead 
and wait outside Lorn and 
� e Islands Hospital to 
be called in, for the safety 
of both patients and sta� . 
� e protocol is in line with 
national guidance, said an 
NHS Highland spokeswoman.

� e health authority is 
also working on restoring 
hospital services it had to 
pause due to Covid and sta�  
who were re-deployed to other 
roles during the virus crisis 
will start to return to their 
original posts.

� ere has now been no 
further deaths from Covid-19 
for three weeks in a row in 
Argyll and Bute, according 
to � gures from the National 
Records of Scotland (NRS). 

Statistics last week showed 
the total number of death 
certi� cates listing the virus 
have remained at 64 since 
May 31.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Armed Forces Day sees 
call for comrades
Age Scotland is set to launch a 
new service next week called 
‘Comradeship Circles’ to o� er 
older veterans of the armed 
forces a chance to take part 
in weekly group chats on the 
phone.

� e new project wants to link-
up veterans aged 50 and over, 
including regulars, reservists, 
National Service men and mer-
chant seafarers who have been 
part of a UK military operation.

� ey can register to join with 
a call to the Age Scotland help-
line 0800 12 44 222 and  veteran 
spouses, widows and widowers 
may also join too.

Rachel Connor, comradeship 
circles co-ordinator, said: ‘Over 
the last three years through our 
Veterans Project Age Scotland 
has been working with and 
got to know the veterans’ 
community.

‘During the coronavirus out-
break many veterans’ charities 
and community groups have 
created opportunities for veter-
ans to enjoy comradeship using 
video-conferencing apps.

‘Our big concern is for those 
older veterans who are unable 
or prefer not to use the internet, 
and so miss out on these oppor-

tunities. � rough Comradeship 
Circles they can now enjoy 
banter and share memories of 
military life with each other in 
by phone, in groups of up to six 
for about an hour each week.

‘One of our facilitators will be 
on hand just in case, but mostly 
will leave to the veterans to 
speak to each other.’

� rough the new 
Comradeship Circles project, 
Age Scotland plans to o� er vet-
erans, opportunities to ‘rejoin 
the tribe’ by telephone.

� e charity would also like to 
hear from community groups 
interested in partnering to 
establish a Comradeship Circle 
for older veterans they work 
with.

Oliver, 90, left, and Douglas, 
88 at the Lothian Veteran’s 
Centre. Photograph: Tina Norris

Six-year-old Liam Wood was 
missing Dunbeg School so 
much in lockdown that he 
decided to build one just like 
it – at home.

� e P2 pupil, home-taught 
since March, used photo-
graphs of the school to help 
him build a detailed copy of 
it in Minecra�  – a video game 
played by millions of people 
all over the world to create 
virtual worlds and go o�  on 
adventures.

Liam, who moved to Oban 
with his family from Chile � ve 
years ago, has also included the 
playground, the polytunnel, 
including a crop of sprouting 
carrots, and he has even 
squeezed in a sensory garden 
being planned for next term.

Blackboards, chairs and 
desks are in some of the class-

rooms, but with a keen eye for 
perfection, Liam is waiting un-
til school gets back in August 
to decide exactly what goes 
where.

‘When I was his age I was 
running away from school, but 
Liam runs in in the mornings, 
he loves it. He’ll be wanting to 
go to university when he’s 10!’ 
said dad Dr Jon Wood who 
runs Flat Pack Genie, a busi-
ness delivering and assembling 
furniture kits.

‘Seeing as he couldn’t go to 
school, he decided to bring it 
to him. � at was his solution 
to missing it and his friends,’ 
said Jon.

� e family went on a couple of 
trips, � rst to take photographs 
of the school on their phones, 
then mum Paola worked out 
dimensions as a rough guide 
to get him started, tracing out 
the shape – but the rest was all 
down to him.

‘From there he built the walls, 
put in doors, even laid the 
carpets – there’s a lot of � ne 
detail. He’s been working on it 
for about a month now and he’s 
just sent out his gaming tag to 
a couple of best friends Luke 
Taylor and Kuba Ochman in-
viting them in there,’ said Jon.

� ere will be some big chang-
es when Liam eventually gets 
back to school in August – his 
class will have just 15 pupils 
and only six of them will be 
from his old class, says Mum 
Paola.

But that has not put Liam o� . 
He told us:  ‘I like my Minecra�  
school but the real one is better.’

Asked what he is looking 
forward to most about return-
ing to class in August, he said: 
‘Making more friends and 
getting a new teacher.’

See Liam’s version of the 
school at https://youtu.
be/c-wVSWd9Qvg.

It is a constructive 
lockdown for 
Minecraft fan Liam

Welcome to Liam Wood’s 
Minecraft video version of 
Dunbeg School.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Personal appointments are 
available, please contact us to 

arrange using the details below:
Phone: 01631 565195  

Text Message: 07930 179249  
Email: info@mathesons.co.uk 

WE’RE OPEN!
Mon - Sat | 9am - 5.30pm

We have reconfigured the 
store to ensure compliance 
with government guidelines. 

We are fortunate  
to have a large store so we 

have plenty of space  
for social distancing and to 

welcome you safely.
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Seil buggy run for Save The 
Children work in Yemen
Seil playgroup is pushing 
support for a buggy run in 
aid of Save � e Children 
next month, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

Funds raised will help the 
charity support children in 
Yemen who are su� ering life 
in horri� c conditions, says 
one of the event’s organisers 
and mum-of-three from 
Balvicar Rachael MacLean.

� e idea came from 
Rachael’s older daughter 
Caragh who read about the 
plight in Yeman.

So far about 15 people have 
signed up to take part in the 
buggy run, which can be 
walked, with dads, grandpar-
ents and friends  all welcome 
to join in – with or without 
a buggy to push on Sunday 
August 9, says Rachael.

To help fuel participants, 
cakes and a glass of � zz will 
be on o� er to fundraisers 
who walk, run, skip or hop 
all at their own pace from 
Ellenabeich to the mainland 
on the other side of Clachan 
Bridge for the good cause.

Save � e Children says the 
war in Yemen is now more 
than � ve years long and has 
le�  11.3 million children in 

need of humanitarian help to 
survive.

� e charity fears extreme 
hunger and disease may have 
already claimed the lives of 
up to 85,000 young children 
and warns the impact of 
coronavirus will be even 
more devastating. Yemen has 
just over 500 con� rmed cases 
of the virus, the fatality rate 
is alarmingly high.

Already the buggy push 
event’s Gofundme page has 
reached over half way to its 
£500 goal.

‘Since we can’t bring all the 
innocent children home to 
live here where it is safe with 
us, let’s see if we can make 
just the tiniest di� erence 

from our little island by rais-
ing as much cash as possible 
for this worthy cause,’ said 
Rachael.

She added: ‘Times are hard 
for many, but please donate 
as much as you can, even 50 
pence.’

� e meeting point will be at 
Seil Island Hall  at 9.45am for 
a 10am start.

Save the Children works in 
the UK and around the world 
to give children a healthy 
start in life, the opportunity 
to learn and protection from 
harm.

To donate, visit www.
gofundme.com/f/coast-to-
coast-and-across-the-atlan-
tic-buggy-run

Rachael  is 
encour-
aging 
as many 
people as 
possible to 
take part in 
the buggy 
run to raise 
money for 
children in 
Yemen.

Anti-social campers are caus-
ing a nuisance in Taynuilt dur-
ing Covid, with some cracking 
open beer cans early to avoid 
police moving them on.

Among the stomach churn-
ing rubbish le�  behind by the 
latest campers at the village 
piers were human waste, used 
toilet tissue, baby wipes, empty 
cans, broken glass, plastic 
straws and discarded � shing 
gut that could entangle and 
kill wildlife.

Residents are annoyed and 
some are feeling intimidated 
by the worst- overnighters who 
show no respect, says Libby 
Bryce one of the co-founders 
of Taynuilt Pierwatch.

According to reports on 
Facebook, there have been 
people camping near Kelly’s 
Pier and Taynuilt Pier al-
most every night in the past 

fortnight. Police have been 
informed.

At the weekend a six-man 
tent was spotted at the end of 
Kelly’s Pier with several camp-
ers on the other pier.

With signs of several � res 
set, Ms Bryce is worried it is 
only a matter of time before 
‘thoughtless individuals’ use 
a donated picnic bench for 
� rewood.

‘� e local community have 
delighted in and made much 
use of the swing, bench and 
walking in the   area during 
lockdown, but are now in the 
unfortunate position where 
they again feel intimidated 
and upset by the presence 
of individuals camping and 
indulging in anti-social 
behaviour.

People have been ‘venting’ 
on social media in dismay at 
the problem but Ms Bryce said 
people need to take ownership 
of the problem and report it to 
police directly and it can be 
done anonymously.

She said: ‘� ere’s been quite 
a few campers who’ve come 
and been drinking so when 
the police arrive they can’t be 
moved on because of the alco-

hol they’ve consumed. Some 
of them have even started 
drinking early in the morning, 
they know what they’re doing.

‘I completely understand that 
people, especially at this time, 
feel the urge to get away from 
it all and spend a few days in 
a beautiful area but please take 
any rubbish that can’t be put 
in the bins provided away with 
you, clear your � repits and 
leave no trace of your visit.’

Taynuilt Community 
Council chairman David Sloss 
said its message was for people 
to contact the police on 101 di-
rectly if they witness campers 
behaving badly rather than 
challenge or approach them by 
themselves.

He said the problems with 
campers claiming community 
space as their own and an-
ti-social behaviour were not 
unique to Taynuilt and that 
other lochside and seafront 
communities across Argyll 

and Scotland   experience the 
same.

Kelly’s Pier is privately 
owned by a Taynuilt resident 
and Taynuilt Pier belongs to 
an absentee landowner who 
lives in Switzerland. � e road 
leading to the pier at the end 
of the village belongs to Argyll 
and Bute Council. � ere has 
been talk in the past about 
restricting use of that road to 
residents only and introducing 
a height restriction to stop 
motorhomes.

‘� ere’s no simple solution to 
the problem and it’s going to 
get worse before it gets better. 
People want to get out and with 
restrictions on campsites, wild 
camping is going to be even 
more popular than before.

‘� e majority of campers are 
law abiding and cause no both-
er, but our message is that if 
people witness any anti-social 
behaviour they should report 
it to the police,’ said Mr Sloss.

Taynuilt residents’ anger at 
campers behaving badly

A full bag of coal was among 
the rubbish left behind by 
thoughtless campers at the 
Taynuilt piers.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Friends’ photograph plea 
to protect Ganavan beach
Campaigners protecting one 
of Oban’s last open spaces 
need your photographs and 
stories to help safeguard it.

Friends of Ganavan want to 
hear from runners, walkers, 
cyclists, swimmers and 
anyone else who uses the 
area to enjoy, exercise and 
relax – whatever the leisure or 
recreation.

� e group hopes more peo-
ple wanting to preserve the 
area for the sake of the com-
munity’s health and wellbe-
ing as well as other economic 
bene� ts will get in touch and 
join them as they continue to 
round-up information about 
what potential changes in 
the latest Local Development 
Plan could have in store.

Gathering this information 

will help build up a strong 
line of defence against losing 
the beach-side area extending 
beyond it.

� e Friends of Ganavan 
want to � nd out what user 
groups and individuals are 

using it now and who could 
potentially bene� t from it in 
the future.

� e idea is to build up a 
catalogue of evidence in pho-
tographs, words and footage. 
People logging their activities 

on the Strava app will also be 
invaluable.

� ere will be a formal con-
sultation with the community 
planned later by � e Friends 
of Ganavan   but for now 
anyone who does use the area 
can get in touch by emailing 
mail@amcnab.co.uk, outlin-
ing how they use it and what it 
would mean to them to keep 
that use.

� e latest Local 
Development Plan (LDP) 
setting out how Oban could 

develop over the next 10 
years, has marked the area 
out on maps for change and 
that includes more houses 
going up.

Argyll and Bute council says 
nothing has been decided 
yet, the outcome a� er a LDP 
consultation that ended in 
January is still awaited, but 
the � e Friends of Ganavan 
are worried.

Where any housing would 
be sited is one of the major 
concerns, as is the loss of one 
of the town’s last  green spaces 
at the back of the beach where 
shinty and football are just 
some of the current uses.

‘� ere’s a multiplicity of 
uses of Ganavan that should 
not be ignored. COVID-19 
has changed everything, that 
area is doubly important now. 
It’s more vital than ever before 
that we have outside space.

‘We need to gather physical 
evidence to prove how well 
used it is for recreation and 
leisure and what the wealth 
and value of that use is.

‘� ere are other areas where 
houses could be built on land 
that we know is available,’ 
said Friends of Ganavan 
member Alison Chadwick

� ere was resistance to the 
current houses being built 
near the beach more than a 
decade ago but the develop-
ment went ahead regardless. 
Once the area had beach huts, 
an 18-hole golf course and 
pavilion.

‘Let’s try to pre-empt a 
potential mistake before it 
happens. We need to keep 
the community alert. Not 
everyone is aware what could 
happen here and how this 
valuable space could be taken 
from us,’ added Alison.

Ganavan beach has become 
particularly important 
during lockdown with 
many people using it for 
their health and wellbeing.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk



seals, otters and eagles were 
able to enjoy the land during 
the COVID-19 outbreak, 
access to walkers and nature 
seekers was shut o� .

However when � e Oban 
Times contacted the hotel, we 
were told the gates have now 
been reopened and were only 
locked as a way of keeping sta�  
isolating on the site safe.

Isle of Eriska Hotel & Spa’s 
general manager Lewis 
Scrimgeour said: ‘We took 
the decision to restrict access 
to Eriska since we closed the 

hotel in March in order to 
protect the health of those sta�  
members living in isolation on 
the site. Following the Scottish 
Government’s decision to ease 
restrictions the gates are now 
open for all to access and enjoy 
the island. We ask that people 
continue to follow social dis-
tancing guidelines at all times.’

� e hotel, which has a golf 
course and other leisure fa-
cilities as well as cottages, spa 
suites and hilltop reserves, is 
getting ready to reopen when 
restrictions allow.

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said it was 
aware a complaint had been 
made but could not comment 
on it ‘at this time’.

But the council spokesperson 
did say: ‘National guidance 
throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic has been clear: 
people should stay local when 
exercising. � e responsibilities 
of the public and land manag-
ers at this di�  cult time have 
been outlined in the Scottish 
Outdoor Access Code.’

Information on outdoor 
access in Argyll and Bute, 
including how to report a 
blocked path, can be found 
on the council website at 
w w w. a r g y l l -bute .gov.u k /
planning-and-environment/
outdoor-access-argyll-and-
bute

OT
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� e � rst thing I read this 
morning on Facebook as I 
had my early morning cuppa 
was an Oban Times article 
about dog mess at Ganavan, 
not very nice over breakfast, 
but it’s reinforced what I’ve 
been noticing for the last 
week in the media.  

When everyone had to 
stay at home the streets and 
beaches were pristine and 
nature seemed to sigh in 
relief, but now that we’re 
allowed out again everything 
has started to slip. Please, 
please, please don’t let it!  

We’re so fortunate to live in 
this beautiful place and have 
so many people working to 
make it even nicer for us,  
such as the street cleaners 
who’ve I’ve seen weeding 
lately and BID4Oban’s beau-
tiful � ower baskets. In an 
ideal world everyone would 
take responsibility for their 
own mess, but unfortunately 
that’s not the world we live 
in, so it’s up to those who care 
to do what they can, even if 
it’s picking up a� er others.

On a cheerier note, I’m de-
lighted that at last so many of 
our shops are able to reopen, 
we’ve missed you all so much 
(especially if you’re a shopa-
holic like me). We now have 
cafés and restaurants to look 
forward to, not forgetting 
hairdressers who will be the 
most sought a� er people on 
the planet for the next wee 
while.  

As we slowly return to 
something like normal it 
would be nice if we decided 
not to return to the old 
normal but something better 
where we looked a� er our 
town and its surroundings 
and didn’t leave such a messy 
footprint wherever we’ve 
been.

� e photograph last week 
was of the new signs at 
Ganavan and this week we’re 
back in the town centre.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

The manager of a whisky shop 
has had his personal licence 
suspended for six months 
a� er a councillor said he was 
‘disturbed’ by his explanation 
of a drink-driving incident.

Johannes Van Der Wal, of the 
Old School House in Kilninver, 
is due to be sentenced in 
August a� er pleading guilty at 
Oban Sheri�  Court earlier this 
year to charges of drink-driv-
ing and careless driving.

Following the two-car crash, 
Mr Van Der Wal supplied po-
lice with a breath sample which 
found he was almost � ve times 
the limit of 22 microgrammes.

He appeared before Argyll 
and Bute licensing board via 
Skype on Tuesday, June 23, 
for a review of his personal 
licence.

He said: ‘I apologise to the 
board and to the chief consta-
ble for taking time today and 
breaching licensing objectives.

‘On November 15, I made 
a terrible mistake. I ignored 

the fact I had had alcohol and 
decided to drive home.

‘November 15 was a particu-
larly quiet day and I decided to 
catch up with sampling some 
new additions from the past 
couple of weeks.

‘Some were high alcohol and 
so the alcohol built up quicker 
in my body. I believe the reason 
I had that level of alcohol was 
that over the last few years I 
would have built up a certain 
tolerance. I am, to this day, 
very angry with myself for let-
ting this happen, not only for 
myself but for the other driver 
and the people I have let down.’

Board chairman Councillor 
David Kinniburgh said: ‘I am 
a bit disturbed by some of the 
things you have said here today. 
You say that you have built up 
a tolerance – that implies to me 
that this hasn’t been a one-o� . 
To me, it is just extraordinary 
that it never crossed your mind 
that you weren’t � t enough to 
drive on November 15. Surely 

you would have been in such 
a state that it was perfectly ob-
vious to you with the training 
you have had, or will have had?’

Mr Van Der Wal replied: 
‘I believe I only discovered 
this a� er November 15, but I 
believe my tolerance built up 
over time. I can only agree with 
the fact that I did not think. I 
can only put it to the fact that 
I was caught in various small 
tastings and the excitement of 
it... small samples over a period 
of time – that is where the 
mistake happened.’

Mr Van Der Wal later said 
he remembered having � ve 
‘sample cups’ over the course 
of the day, four of which were 
between 55 and 60 per cent 
ABV.

A� er the licensing board 
went into a private discussion 
with all other parties removed 
from the Skype call, Mr Van 
Der Wal was advised that his 
licence was suspended until 
the end of December.

Whisky shop manager has personal 
licence suspended for six months

A luxury island resort accused 
of blocking rights to roam by 
locking its gates in lockdown, 
says it was to keep sta�  safe 
from coronavirus

� e complaint about the 
Isle of Eriska Hotel & Spa, 
part of a collection run by 
Inverlochy Castle Management 
International, was made to 
Argyll and Bute Council 
when metal gates to a bridge 
connecting the mainland to 
the 300 acre island, with views 
overlooking Loch Linnhe and 
the Morvern mountains, were 
padlocked.

While the island’s wildlife, 
known to include badgers, grey 

Complaint after 
luxury hotel locks 
gates to island

Management at the hotel 
said the gates had been 
locked to protext isolating 
sta� , but that they have now 
reopened.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Don’t go back to old normal

are you worrIed 
about your 
energy bIlls 
rIght now?
If you or someone you know are 
worried about energy bills, we can help.

We’re open; call us for free help and 
impartial advice.

Call Home Energy Scotland 
on 0808 808 2282 to speak 
to a friendly advisor.
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A 

summer solstice Facebook 
party live-streamed from a 
secret location above Oban has 
plugged into more than 4,500 
hits.

DJ Mark Gowdie and best 
friend Neil Gillies carried a 
generator and a pile of gear 
up to the view point at Lonan 
Woods to stream a two-and-
a-half-hour club and dance 
session on midsummer night.

With more outdoor streams 
lined up over the next few 
summer months, everyone is 
invited to the Saturday night 
social media parties with lots 
of sounds of the 80s, 90s and 
modern day twists, says Mark 
who retired from club and pub 
DJ-ing in 2013.

‘I did it every single weekend 
for 20 years and got sick and 
tired of it. I was never going to 
do it again but when lockdown 

happened a few people invited 
me to to join them on these 
dance nation Facebook sessions 
and I got a taste for it again. It’s 
an old profession that’s become 
a hobby for me.

‘It’s all digital now though, 

there’s no spinning discs. It’s 
like doing a radio broadcast via 
Facebook.

‘I still won’t be tempted to go-
ing back to doing live sessions 
in public again but I’m enjoying 
this in lockdown.’

Normally Mark’s   sessions 
are broadcast from his home 
studio, but Summer Solstice 
called for something special.

‘It was the ultimate mobile 
disco. We carted the generator 
and a pile of DJ gear all the way 

up to the viewpoint. Because of 
COVID and crowds not allowed 
to gather we had to keep the 
outdoors location top secret. 
Lucky for us the weather was 
on our side – just. Minutes a� er 
we got all the gear back home 
is started hammering with 
rain!’ said Mark who now runs 
Combie Street printers and 
sign-maker Digital Kangeroo.

To see what is coming up at 
the next live session search 
Isolation for a Dance Nation 
on Facebook or www.facebook.
com/groups/259655875220630/

Solstice music session 
was magic for thousands

DJ Mark 
Gowdie was 
joined by DJ 
Neil Gillies to 
live stream 
his Summer 
Solstice session 
from Lonan 
Woods.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

POLICE FILES
 About 6pm on June 21, on 
the A828 near to Appin, a 
white coloured Ford Ranger 
motor car was allegedly seen 
to be driven in a careless 
manner while overtaking 
other vehicles and exceeding 
the speed limit. The car was 
stopped by police and the 
20-year-old male driver was 
charged with the o� ence and 
a report will be submitted to 
the Procurator Fiscal.
 About 2pm on June 21 at 
Bon Awe, North Connel, a 
55-year-old man allegedly 
stole a quantity of gravel from 
the quarry. Police arrested the 
man who was charged and a 
report will be submitted to 
the Procurator Fiscal.
 Between midday on June 
13 and 3pm on June 22 
in a � eld near to Achleck 
Road, Torloisk, Isle of Mull, 
a dog is believed to have 
attacked lambs. Police are 
investigating.
 If any member of the 
public has information in 
relation to the above, or 
to any incident, they can 
contact their local Police 
Station on telephone num-
ber 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.
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Oban High School has an-
nounced extensive plans for 
the return of pupils and sta�  in 
August.

Executive head teacher 
Peter Bain has set out detailed 
arrangements in a communi-
cation to parents and carers.

Signi� cant changes are to 
be made following the global 
coronavirus outbreak.

Risk assessments have been 
completed with class numbers 
reduced in line with Scottish 
Government guidelines, wrote 
Mr Bain.

Class ‘bubbles’ have been 
created to reduce the mixing of 
pupil groups and the timetable 
adapted to avoid 35 period 
changeovers. Hand sanitiser 
and wipes will be available in 
every classroom.

Young people will be asked 
to sanitise throughout the day 
with additional cleaning also 
taking place in school.

Pupils are not permitted to 
leave the grounds to prevent 
‘bursting the bubble’.

Other changes include 

pupils not being required to 
wear school uniform on a day 
when they have PE to avoid the 
unnecessary use of changing 
rooms.

� e vast majority of classes 
will have to be split into groups 
of tens as the average ratio for 
a class size with social distanc-
ing is one to 10, he said.

Mr Bain wrote: ‘To make 

the learning more e�  cient, we 
intend to use the technology 
we have in school to allow a 
teacher of a class of up to 30 
pupils to deliver the lesson 
simultaneously across two or 
three classrooms.

‘� is will ensure that we get 
through the course content at 
a good pace. � e alternative, 
without the technology provid-

ed, would necessitate a teacher 
delivering the same lesson two 
or three times.

‘Other sta�  will supervise all 
the S1-4, and many of the S5-6 
classes when the teacher is 
delivering from room one.

‘� e subject specialist teacher 
delivering the lesson will move 
around all pupils across the 
two to three   classes through-

out the session.’ � e timetable 
has been rewritten to ensure 
that children are kept in ‘bub-
bles’ with the same groups of 
children as far as possible each 
day, he added.

‘� ey will have longer peri-
ods now called sessions. � ere 
are two sessions in a day. Pupils 
will only move from one class-
room to another once in a day.’

Junior pupils’ sessions would 
be further split into two blocks 
so they can receive two sub-
jects per session, resulting in 
20 classes per week, he said.

‘However, it is the teachers 
who will change over mid-ses-
sion, not the pupils. � e pupils 
will only have one move each 
day.’

Breaks will be provided in 
each longer session but these 
will be at di� erent times, in 
di� erent classes, and on dif-
ferent � oors, to avoid ‘bubbles 
mixing’.

Lunchtime has been reduced 
to 30 minutes and brought for-
ward for many pupils, he said, 
with an extra 15 minute break 
in the a� ernoon.

Lunches have also been split 
through the middle of the day 

because the school cannot 
allow pupils to gather in the 
numbers that used to.

‘Even with only around 500 
having lunch on any one day 
this means that we have half 
that number on a lunch break 
at the same time. As we do not 
have space to allow that many 
to come together with social 
distancing in place, lunches 
will be served to classrooms,’ 
Mr Bain wrote.

� e school is looking to hire 
marquees to allow outside 
dining but this had not been 
con� rmed as possible as yet, he 
wrote.

‘Schools are safe places to 
learn and work,’ he wrote. 
‘� ere is no reason to wear 
PPE. However, if a pupil wishes 
to wear gloves or a mask, they 
can if this makes them more 
comfortable.

‘Secondly, there is no reason 
not to wear a uniform – we 
are keen to give the pupils as 
normal an experience of school 
as we can and to help them 
re-establish good habits.’

For the full list of changes 
please visit www.obanhigh.ar-
gyll-bute.sch.uk/school-news

OHS plans for pupils return

School sta�  are busy planning for the safe return of pupils after the summer holidays.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

In line with Scottish Government guidelines we are starting 
some of our repairs and maintenance works.  We want to 
do this safely and in accordance with the guidelines and 

also taking account of our tenants views.   We have started 
some external work but where we need access to your 
property we will contact you and discuss with you.  The 

discussion will be around what we need to do and how we 
will do it safely.

We want to thank all our tenants and communities where 
we have housing.  We are grateful for the patience shown 

and everyone’s generosity of spirit during the last 13 weeks. 

Please contact us either by phone on our 
FREE number 0300 3231170 

Email us  mail@westhighlandha.co.uk 
or  login into your My Home account online 

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION SUPPORTING OUR TENANTS AND COMMUNITY.
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Small islands around Oban 
are bracing themselves for the 
return of tourism.

Day trippers to Luing are 
being told they are welcome 
back but to think carefully and 
sensibly � rst because there are 
no public toilets, nowhere 
to wash hands and no where 
to leave litter – next season 
would be better.

Posters up at Cuan Ferry 
carry the message: ‘While we 
normally welcome everyone 
who wants to visit our island, 
just now with the continued 
threat of Covid, we would pre-
fer it if you came next season.’

Mike Barlow, who is Luing 
Community Council conven-
or, said: ‘We’re not saying don’t 
come, we just want them to be 
aware there are no facilities for 
day visitors. If they do come, 

we want them to be sensible –
to stay away from any locals if 
they do meet them, wipe clean 
anything they touch and take 
any rubbish home. Covid is 
not over, the island is still vul-
nerable. � ere’s no reason for 
any locals to come into contact 
with tourists. We don’t know 
what they’ve been touching or 

where they’ve come from.’
� ere is no bike hire on the 

island but Sunnybrae Caravan 
Park at South Cuan, run by 
Mr Barlow, is aiming to be 
open for guests this Saturday, 
July 3, with all the necessary 
protocols in place. Bookings 
have been taken for July and 
August is expected to be busy.

Over on neighbouring Seil 
and Easdale, the community 
council is also putting up 
posters to go on Clachan 
Bridge and up at other visitor 
hot spots welcoming tourists 
back but urging them to ‘do 
their bit’ keeping a social 
distance and hand sanitising 
o� en.

Community council chair-
person Julie Ferris said: ‘It’s a 
tricky balancing act. We will 
be welcoming people back but 
asking them to help us stay 
safe. We’re pretty much Covid- 
free here at the moment and 
we want to keep it that way. 
� ere’s   an understandable 
tension between people con-
cerned about infection being 
brought in and then those 
whose livelihoods depend on 
business and tourism. We’ve 
got to come out of lockdown 
at some point it can’t go on for 
ever more.’

However, Seil’s play park 
will not be reopening yet and 
neither will the Slate Islands 
Heritage Trust Museum in 
Ellenabeich, it has delayed its 
opening until next Spring.

Easdale-based wildlife tour 
specialist Seafari Adventures 
is getting ready for tourists 
to return, working out social 
distancing options on the 
RIB, sticking to Scottish 
Government guidelines and 
recognising community’s con-
cerns, says co-owner Jess Hill.

Lismore has stayed Covid 
free so far.   Families and 
relatives of residents are 
being allowed to make the 
ferry crossing to visit.     � e   
community website says it is 
‘very much looking forward 
to welcoming you again in 
future!’

Clare Haworth who runs 
the Lismore Bunkhouse & 
Campsite said she was ‘caught 

on the hop’ when Scottish 
tourism businesses were told 
to prepare for reopening on 
July 15.

‘I thought the islands were 
going to be reopening slower 
than the mainland so I was 
caught on the hop. I won’t 
be opening in the next three 
weeks, I just don’t feel ready 
for it myself yet but we are 
making plans. When we do re-
open it won’t be in the normal 
way. � ere won’t be people just 
turning up to stay, it’s likely 
to be sole use for families or 
groups already together. Tent 
wise, it’ll probably be just 
one or two at a time but kept 
at a safe distance, it’s about 
logistics, there’s lots to still 
work out.

‘We have stayed Covid-free 
on Lismore and with a high 
elderly population here I want 
to do my best to help keep 
everyone safe,’ said Clare.

Islands cautiously prepare 
for the return of visitors

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Luing residents have put up posters at Cuan Ferry urging 
day trippers to think twice before visiting, for now.



Headline to go here

Keep our distance, wash our hands,
think of others and play our part.

Veterans on frontline 

THIS IS not the first time 
former soldier Joshua Ryder 
has seen a pandemic close up, 
having volunteered to visit 
Sierra Leone during the West 
African Ebola virus outbreak.

The 30-year-old worked 
in what was known as a “red 
zone” in Kerry Town, 19 miles 
from capital Freetown.

As a member of Royal Army 
Medical Core, he worked as a 
combat medical technician, 
receiving awards for Top 
Trainee and Adult Learner of 
the Year.

Joshua said: “We treated 
patients with confirmed 
or suspected Ebola. The 
symptoms are similar to those 
of malaria and gastroenteritis.

“We triaged and tested 
patients to determine whether 
they had these or Ebola.”

The West African outbreak 
began in 2014, ending in Sierra 
Leone in 2016.

Two-and-a-half years a�er 
the first case was discovered, 
the outbreak resulted in more 
than 28,600 cases with 11,325 
deaths.

Such was the volatility of 
the strain – most widespread 
outbreak of the disease in 
history – Joshua was only 
allowed to work in the area for 
30 days.

He said: “I loved the country. 
It has some beautiful sights 
and the people are really 
friendly.

“It was sad to see the 

devastation caused by the 
pandemic. We didn’t only 
focus on the pandemic. We 
visited orphanages and helped 
build something for the 
country.

“It was moving to see the 
children who lost their parents 
to the virus.”

During the coronavirus 
outbreak he is again working, 
but the environment could not 
be more different.

Having le� the army in 2018, 
he is now a trainee nursing 
associate on a Midlands 
Partnership NHS Trust acute 
mental health ward in Stafford.

Joshua, who is father to 
Tia, aged 12, and her 10-year-
old sister Lola, said: “Day to 
day I am more involved with 
the physical well-being of 
the patients – calming them, 
making physical observations, 
doing ECGs and bloods.

“I go to Keele University one 
day a week and am due to start 
my second year in September.”

It was Joshua’s experiences 
and expertise in the army 
that led him to the NHS in 
general, and mental health in 
particular.

He said: “I have worked 
in demanding conditions in 
various locations around the 
world. I am adaptable to suit 
many environments and job 
roles.”

In the military he saw 
firsthand soldiers suffering 
poor mental health. One of 

his friends, also serving in the 
army, commi¢ed suicide.

He said: “I entered the NHS 
through the Step into Health 
programme, which has been 
brilliant. 

“I was able to show them 
what I had done and my 

experiences counted. There 
was a lot of competition for 
the Trainee Nursing Associate 
place. 

“I have been able to prove 
myself and have had really 
positive feedback.

“I won an award for 

Outstanding Impact Since 
Joining the NHS at the 
programme’s first ceremony.”

Joshua is helping to treat 
patients through more difficult 
times than usual.

“We are doing absolutely 
brilliantly,” he said. “It would 

be abnormal, with all the 
constant changes, if we did not 
experience stress and anxiety.

“We have adapted and made 
changes.

“Here our patients have 
been brilliant.

“We have got a good team 

Veterans are providing vital skills across a 
range of projects to help the country tackle 
the current coronavirus outbreak.
From helping to build Nightingale Hospitals 
to delivering essential supplies to those who 
are shielding, they have helped thousands of 
people across the country. We take a look at 
how one such veteran is helping out.

Headline to go here

Keep our distance, wash our hands,
think of others and play our part.

How military knowledge       helps the public
FORMER SERVICE 
personnel have helped 
different communities deal 
with all manner of problems, 
making urgent deliveries 
of food and medicines to 
vulnerable people while 
also helping those who are 
shielding receive what they 
need.

Many others have helped 
ensure those who need a 
test for the virus have been 

able to get one by se¢ing up 
mobile testing sites, allowing 
them to run smoothly and 
safely to daily test thousands 
of people with symptoms.

A lot of this work has 
required specific skills 
our veterans have learnt 
throughout years of military 
service.

The work of these veterans 
goes to show the military gives 
you key skills, transferable to 

civilian life – be it healthcare, 
business or organisation.

Veterans form an 
important part of our NHS 
workforce and, throughout 
COVID-19, many more have 
come forward to support the 
continued fight against this 
pandemic.

Working across a variety 
of roles, both on and off 
the frontline, the NHS has 
benefi¢ed from their military 

TESTING 
TIME: A 

member of 
the armed 

services 
carries 

out a swab 
to detect 
Covid-19.

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION 
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here, a good mix of people with 
different skills. We all support 
each other and do everything 
we can for our patients.”

Joshua has also been a 
volunteer with men’s mental 
health charity Men Unite, 
supporting males in crisis.

He ran a half marathon last 
year to raise £500 for Mental 
Health UK.

“And this month I am 
running 100 miles, having so 
far raised £795 for the same 
charity through JustGiving,” 
he said.

tackling coronavirus

How military knowledge       helps the public

Minister for Defence 
People and Veterans 
Johnny Mercer, pictured 
right,  said: “Those who’ve 
served in the armed forces 
have developed a vast 
array of skills during their 

career, meaning they can 
play a huge part now in our 
national effort to tackle 
coronavirus.

“We have seen many 
veterans making a fantastic 
contribution during the 

pandemic, through helping 
out the vulnerable in their 
local communities, to 
running mobile testing sites 
nationally. We cannot thank 
them enough for their 
efforts.”

Fantastic skills of armed forces

expertise and experiences, 
invaluable at this challenging 
time.

From redesigning hospital 
departments to safely 
supporting virus and non-
virus patients, to providing 
care for those in Nightingale 
Hospitals and supporting 
nurses using military mental 
health resilience techniques, 
vets have once again served 
our country with pride.This 

is in addition to many who 
have continued to work in 
dedicated NHS services for 
ex-service personnel, such 
as Veterans’ Mental Health 
Transition, Intervention 
and Liaison Service and 
Veterans’ Mental Health 
Complex Treatment Service 
to ensure care and treatment 
remains available throughout 
this period, virtually or via 
phone.

WELL DONE: Joshua Ryder receives Outstanding Impact Since 
Joining The NHS award from Career Transition Partnership Head 
of Employment Lorraine Cadle and NHS Employers Chief Executive 
Danny Mortimer at March’s Step into Health Awards, a�ended by 
Prince William. (photo: NHS Employers)

WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       
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Musical siblings Emily and 
Will Goan have found a note 
worthy way of keeping them-
selves a� oat during lockdown.

� e brother and sister, who 
usually live on sailing yachts at 
Dunsta� nage Marina, set up  a 
new business as travelling trad 
music tutors to keep money 
come in a� er COVID-19 dried 
up tourist season work.

Will, 20 who would normally 
be working at Oban Youth 
Hostel, and 24-year-old Emily 
who works on boats in the sum-
mer, have signed up a number 
of clients from as far away as 
Germany, Switzerland and 
Denmark keen to learn to play 
the � ddle and guitar by ear.

� eir youngest learner so far 
is under 18 and the oldest is 60, 
said Emily who was seven when 
she � rst learned to play the 
� ddle. Will was only four when 
he received his � rst guitar.

Lockdown has been spent 
with their parents near 
Dunoon, but the pair have 

been desperate to get out on 
the water and sail away on their 
travels again exploring the 
Scottish coast.

As long as they get a signal, 
online lessons can go ahead 
whether on land or out at sea in 
the middle of no where.

‘We’ve got quite a few regulars 
now and we’re building the 
business up slowly but surely,’ 
said Will who studied at nearby 
SAMS.

Growing up in a musical 
family, means music comes 
naturally to the siblings.

‘We both have a great passion 
for music and love playing with 
others, so decided to share it 
with other people. 

‘We hope that with our new 
business we can pass on this 
love to others all over the 
world,’ said Emily.

� ey chose the name Mac-
Talla for their business, it 
comes from the Gaelic word for 
‘echo.’

‘We chose this name as we 
teach both guitar and � ddle by 
ear and learning to play an in-
strument by ear is just learning 

to echo what you are hearing,’ 
added Emily.

Lessons run on video via 
Zoom or Skype, with Emily 
teaching � ddle, playing mostly 
traditional Scottish music, and 
Will teaching mostly � nger 
style on the guitar.

‘We teach people how to pick 
up tunes and play with others 
without the need to have music 
in front of you. It gives more 
freedom that way,’ said Emily.

To � nd out more go to www.
mactallatutoring.wordpress.
com

Online music 
lessons make 
business buoyant

Emily and Will 
have been 
teaching � ddle 
and guitar 
online as a way 
of making a 
living due to the 
lack of seasonal 
work during 
lockdown.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Rise in £50,000-plus 
earners explained
A signi� cant rise 
in the number of 
employees earn-
ing more than 
£50,000 on the 
Argyll and Bute 
Council payroll 
has been published, 
writes Ellis Butcher.

In the latest unaudited 
accounts for 2019-20, a total of 
274 people were listed as earn-
ing over £50,000 - compared 
to just 119 in 2018-19.

However, the sudden in-
crease of 155 people falling 
in to the £50,000 band has 
been largely been attributed 
to nationally-negotiated pay 
increases for 127 teachers.

During the last � nancial 
year, teachers bene� ted from 
a pay award a� er a freeze in 
recent years.

� is pushed their salaries 
over the £50,000 bracket for 
the � rst time and also meant 
pay being backdated for some.

� at still le�  28 people on 
the list of earners over £50,000 
who are not teachers.

� e council said in a state-
ment that 23 of these had 
salaries in excess of £40k 
in 2018-19. � erefore, their 
appearance in the £50,000 
band in the 2019/20 report was 
‘largely to do with standard 
in� ationary increments or 
promotions’.

� e remaining � ve were 
either new employees in 2019-
20 or employees whose annual 
salary would have tipped the 

£50,000 mark in 2018-
19, had they worked 

the full year.
For instance, 

a new employee 
who started part 
way through the 

year in 2018-19.
� e council said the 

number of o�  cers receiv-
ing remuneration of more than 
£100,000 in 2019-20 increased 
from three to � ve.

� is was because one employ-
ee retired and their redundan-
cy package was included in the 
calculation, the council said.

� e other o�  cer only worked 
a portion of 2018-19 which 
meant they did not feature in 
the 2018-19 report.

A note in the accounts 
warned: ‘Readers should be 
aware when making compar-
isons between years that, due 
to contractual incremental 
pay increases, the number of 
employees covered by this dis-
closure will increase each year.

‘In addition, payments 
made in respect of agreed 
employment terminations or 
retirements can also distort 
the number and/or banding of 
employees.’

� e highest paid member 
of sta�  was Pippa Milne, 
pictured, who was promoted 
to chief executive in November, 
earning £107,671 excluding 
taxable expenses – her full-year 
salary is £124,665. Executive 
director Douglas Hendry was 
paid £102,752.

MADE IN 
ARGYLL
More than just 
souvenirs!
Sensibly priced
Quality crafts
Handmade by locals

Unit 5, The Waterfront 
(opposite train station). 
TEL: 07703 301831
www.madeinargyll.co.uk

WE ARE OPEN
REOPENS FRIDAY 3RD AUGUST AT 11AM
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Argyll and Bute 
Council gain 
plaudits for youth 
work progress
Argyll and Bute Council has 
been praised for what has been 
described as making ‘great 
strides’ towards improving 
young people engagement over 
the past year’, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

�e comments come in a 
new report following up on a 
ground-breaking study origi-
nally published in 2018.

Orkney councillor John Ross 
Scott and colleague Kristopher 
Leask released their report, 
‘Being Heard’ in 2018 and 
their newly released follow-up 
study on progress made in a 
year, shows that overall, local 
authorities in Scotland, even 
those that had to endure cuts 
in services, made progress 
during 2019 towards improv-
ing the role of young people 
in decision-making, but only 
when lead councillors and 
o�cials take a keen interest in 
engagement does the process 
become anything other than 
tokenistic.

‘Being Heard: One Year On’ 
highlights the importance of 
allowing young people a full 
say at the heart of decision 
making – whether serving on 
committees or Community 
Planning Partnerships in 
an ex-o�cio capacity, or in 
feeding views through Youth 
Forums to councillors serving 
as Young People’s Champions 
who speak on behalf of, and 
work with, young people 
locally.

It argues that the 1948 
Education Act should be 
revised, allowing parents and 
students their place on each 
of Scotland’s 32 council’s 
Education Committees.

�e authors – through 

evidence collected from all 
of Scotland’s councils and 
national bodies – reveal that 
while CLD and youth workers 
across Scotland are working 
tirelessly to promote and 
enhance the voice of youth in 
decision making there remains 
in many councils a clear dis-
connect between councillors 
and young people, with many 
councillors still dubious about 
the bene�ts of inclusion.

Mr Scott, a former leader 
of Scottish Borders Council, 
said: ‘We used the same format 
of evidence collection for all 
councils to ensure there was 
no bias in the study.

‘Our original Being Heard 
Report was a snapshot in time 
on young people engagement. 
What it could not show was 
the speed at which progress 
was being made. �is study 
allowed us to track progress or 
the lack of it over the past year.’

On progress made by Argyll 
and Bute Council, Mr Scott 
commented: ‘Argyll and Bute 
has made great strides into 
improving young people 
engagement over the past 
year by appointing not one 
but four district Young People 
Champions to collect the view 
of young people and bring 
them to the heart of decision 
making and by ensuring 
young people have a voice 
on the Community Planning 
Partnership.

‘�e council only received 
a ‘progress’ response rather 
than ‘signi�cant progress’ 
rating because we are yet to 
see the evidence and outcomes 
associated with these bold yet 
welcome moves.’

The report’s authors, John Ross Scott, right, and Kristopher 
Leask, say progress has been made.

Councillors expenses fall but overall costs rise
Expenses claimed by Argyll 
and Bute councillors have fall-
en for the fourth consecutive 
year.

A table published by the 
authority shows £104,925 
in expenses was paid to the 
area’s 36 councillors in the 
2019/20 �nancial year. It does 
not include a total of £8,178 in 
telephone and ICT expenses 
accrued by councillors, which 

is met directly by the authority.
In 2018-19, the expenses 

claimed totalled £116,892 
which was a decrease from 
£129,772 in 2017-18.

On average, councillors were 
paid £2,914 each in expenses 
in 2019/20, compared to the 
2018/19 average of just under 
£3,250.

In a statement, executive 
director Douglas Hendry said 

the amounts published on the 
council’s website were gross 
�gures and not the amounts 
received by councillors as they 
were subject to tax and nation-
al insurance deductions.

As in previous years, council-
lor Robin Currie, a resident of 
Islay, is required to stay over-
night for many of the meetings 
he attends, claimed the most of 
any councillor – £18,208.

More than half was for ac-
commodation, with mileage, 
travelling expenses and meals 
accounting for the rest.

Councillor Currie serves on 
several council committees 
and is a member of the plan-
ning and licensing committee.

Another Islay resident, 
councillor Alastair Redman, 
claimed the second most with 
£9,151. 

gov.scot/coronavirus

MORE SHOPS 
ARE REOPENING
Support businesses in your 
local area by enjoying shopping safely.

Phase 2

OPENWe are now in Phase 2 of changing 
coronavirus restrictions, which means 
more retailers near you will be open. 
You can enjoy shopping again, 
but please do so in a safe way 
by following the FACTS guidelines. 
Make sure you pay attention to 
signage and guidance as provided, 
and try going outside of peak 
hours. If a store is busy, come back 
another time.

You should not go shopping if you 
are in the shielding group or if you 
have any coronavirus symptoms.
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� e end of the school term on 
Friday June 26, brought with 
it a sad farewell to stalwarts of 
Park Primary School.

Headteacher Gillian Carney, 
depute head teacher Irene 
Bissett and pupil support 
teacher Carma Smith all 
retired at the same time a� er 
many years of service to the 
children and families of Oban.

With a combined service 
of more than 80 years, their 
� nal year of teaching did not 
quite end how they would have 
expected, with the coronavirus 
outbreak leading to a shut-
down in March.

But to ensure the ladies 
received a � tting send-o� , sta�  
asked families to provide mes-
sages of thanks and well-wish-
es to the head and depute head 
teacher who have been leading 
the school for more than two 
decades.

With many responses via 
email, video, pupil drawings 
and photographs, Miss Carney 
and Mrs Bissett were gi� ed 
a poignant � lm of thanks 
on their � nal day. All three 

long-serving members of sta�  
were exceptionally touched by 
the messages of gratitude they 

received, along with thoughtful 
gi� s and cards from families 
and pupils, past and present.

� e school will now be led 
by acting head teacher, Ruth 
Verner, who said: ‘I will miss 
Gillian, Irene and Carma 
greatly.

‘� e entire sta�  body will as 
they have provided each and 
every one of us with support 
and guidance over the years.

‘I have been lucky enough to 
work with Gillian and Irene 
as part of the school’s senior 
leadership team for seven 
years and they have taught me 
a great deal.

‘� eir integrity, commit-
ment and dedication to this 
profession over many years is 
remarkable, but their compas-
sion and love for our pupils 
and their families is what I 
will always remember and will 
continue to ensure throughout 
my tenure as head teacher.

‘� ey will be missed by 
everyone but they have 
promised to keep in touch. We 
wish them every happiness as 
they embark upon their next 
adventure.’

School’s out as 
teachers retire

Head teacher Gillian Carney 
on her last day at Park 
Primary School.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Park staff clock up 80 years of combined service

Toilets ‘must reopen’ 
for tourism comeback
Public toilets in Argyll and 
Bute must be reopened as 
soon as possible to cope with 
increased visitor numbers, 
councillors have said, writes 
Ellis Butcher.

� e call for more clarity 
on the restoration of several 
council services came as 
Scotland starts to move out of 
lockdown from next weekend.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
business continuity committee 
(BCC) heard at its meeting via 
Skype on � ursday June 25, 
that o�  cers are revising plans 
– and that some toilets in the 
area could open next weekend.

Councillor Robin Currie 
told the meeting: ‘It would be 
quite good if we had a timeline 
compared with the Scottish 
Government route map.

‘It would be useful to know 
what the dates are for opening 
up our council services.

‘I cannot miss out on the 
opportunity to raise public 
toilets. As of next week, 
people can travel throughout 
Scotland, and to holiday 
homes and self-catering units.

‘So there will be a lot more 
people about – what are our 
plans?’

Kirsty Flanagan, the authori-
ty’s interim executive director, 
said o�  cers are revising plans.

‘We hope we can open some 
toilets – not all, but some – 
from next weekend. We are 
working through that just 
now.’

No mention was made of any 
particular public toilets which 
could reopen.

Chief executive Pippa Milne 
said o�  cers are working on 
services that need to restart, 
and councillors would be 
provided with an update.

Councillor Alastair Redman, 
who is not a member of the 
BCC but listened in via Skype.

He said: ‘I understand the 
council is spinning a lot of 
plates, but more people will 
inevitably come to rural 
Argyll. We have to be ready 
and public conveniences must 
be reopened.

‘I thought lockdown was 
put in place to stop the over-
whelming of the NHS – not to 
keep everybody safe. � ere is 
a risk whenever you go out of 
your front door.

‘We need to be out, having 
regular surgeries, and we 
need to open things up again, 
open schools up with sensible 
precautions.

‘� e bunker mentality with 
some, but not all, needs to 
go. It’s time to open up our 
economy.’

Ms Flanagan said part of the 
issue was to do with council 
resources and having meas-
ures in place.

She said: ‘A number of toilet 
attendants are in the shielding 
group. What we intend to do 
over the next few days is en-
gage with the relevant people 
to see if we can reopen.’

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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Scottish actor Gerard Butler 
features in a new � lm about 
Dalmally-based global charity 
Mary’s Meals, writes Fiona 
Scott.

Love Reaches Everywhere 
follows the Hollywood 
star as he travels to Liberia 
and Haiti with the founder 
of Mary’s Meals, Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow.

In the � lm Butler says: ‘Going 
on this journey hit me from so 
many di� erent angles – emo-
tional, spiritual and physical.

‘I make movies about heroes, 
but o� en they’re in big, over-
the-top settings… and then 
you go to Liberia and Haiti 
and you see that the teachers in 
the schools are heroes, and the 
kids that come here on empty 
stomachs every day to get an 
education are all heroes too.

‘Every meal served by Mary’s 
Meals is a piece of charity and a 
little piece of love. And that all 
passes down into the families 

and communities and gives 
that sense of hope.

Mary’s Meals usually serves 

its nutritious meals in schools, 
attracting impoverished chil-
dren to the classroom where 

they can gain an education that 
will one day be their ladder out 
of poverty.

‘It’s the di� erence between a 
kid saying, ‘I want to survive 
tomorrow’ and ‘I want to be a 
doctor,’ added Butler.

Love Reaches Everywhere 
was � lmed before the 
Covid-19 pandemic caused 
schools across the globe to 
close. � e charity has been 
quick to adapt, working with 
governments and local com-
munities to ensure families 
can continue to feed their 
children at home.

Despite the signi� cant 
challenges caused by the 
pandemic, Mary’s Meals is 
still reaching almost all the 
children who rely on its meals 
– sometimes the only food 
they receive in a day.

Parents have been invited 
to collect emergency food 
parcels from schools, main-
taining social distancing and 
hand washing as part of the 
collection process. A carefully 
constructed plan to provide 

food for the children the char-
ity usually feeds in Liberia 
is also in place. Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow said: ‘As 
a charity that is committed to 
feeding children in some of 
the world’s poorest communi-
ties, it is more important than 
ever for Mary’s Meals to keep 
its promise and support those 
children by delivering food 
to them in their communities 
and homes, which are their 
new places of education.

‘By sharing his experiences 
with Mary’s Meals through 
this � lm, Gerry is helping us 
to shine a spotlight on the 
children we feed and ensure 
their voices aren’t lost. It was 
a great joy to travel with him 
to Haiti and Liberia and we are 
profoundly grateful to him for 
his invaluable support.’

� e 30-minute � lm can 
be viewed on the charity’s 
website – marysmeals.org.uk/
lovereacheseverywhere

From Hollywood to Haiti – Gerard 
Butler reaches out with Mary’s Meals

Momolu and 
Gerard Butler 
have a chat; 
and below, 
Gerard with 
Mary’s Meals 
founder 
Magnus 
Macfarlane-
Barrow in 
Liberia.

OBAN IS BACK IN BUSINESS!
We ask that you support your local 

traders and Shop Local wherever possible
SHOP LOCAL

Remember Love Oban vouchers are 
available from the following stores:

Bid4Oban shop/o�  ce, 
Etive Restaurant, Sports Shop, 

Alba Art Shop, Oban Photographic 
Shop, Button Nose Boutique

 Wishing our local businesses all the 
best moving forward

STAY SAFE!
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Her Majesty � e Queen has o� ered her 
support to businesses as they reopen from 
July.

She also praised the contribution of 
Chambers of Commerce across Scotland, 
the UK and around the world as they 
help � rms, champion trade and rebuild 
communities.

In a letter, Her Majesty the Queen, wrote: 
‘As many organisations around the country 
are reopening, I send my warmest best 
wishes and support to business communi-
ties throughout the UK.

‘It gives me great pride to see the contri-
bution you and your members are making 
to help � rms, champion trade and rebuild 
communities.’

Tim Allan, president of the Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce, said: ‘� e Queen’s 
personal message of support recognises the 
critical role Chambers of Commerce are 
playing across Scotland, the UK and the 
world to support business communities 
through this pandemic.

‘As we look to the future to restart and 
rebuild our economy and our communities, 
� e Queen’s message will boost the morale 
and spirit of our members to capture the 
opportunities that lie ahead.’

� e Scottish Chambers of Commerce is 
Scotland’s largest business network with 
more than 12,000 business members, 
across a network of 30 regional Chambers 
of Commerce, providing business 
support, business intelligence and business 
connections.

Business leaders 
thanked by the Queen Hotels and restaurants 

on brink, warns STA
Job losses and business closures have been fore-
cast over the coming months following research 
published by the Scottish Tourism Alliance.

It ran two surveys between June 16-21 asking 
hotels and restaurants about the impact of the 
two-metre rule on their viability long term.

Headline � ndings include:
Eighty three per cent of hotels said they 

would be � nancially unsustainable if they were 
required to trade at two metres without any 
additional government support beyond the next 
two months.

� e STA said this could spark up to 25,000 job 
losses, just among those surveyed.

A total of 85 per cent of restaurants said their 
business would be � nancially unsustainable 
without any further government support from 
September. � is could lead to circa 8,900, job 

losses, the STA said. Eighty seven per cent of 
restaurants surveyed said they would lose more 
than half their business if they had to implement 
two metres.

� e Scottish Tourism Alliance, the representa-
tive body for Scotland’s tourism businesses, said 
the surveys were designed to demonstrate the 
� nancial support needed to protect businesses 
from ‘total collapse’.

Of those responding to the survey, 69 per cent 
of hotels said that they were planning to reopen 
in July.

Eleven per cent had no plans to open under 
a two metre rule and � ve per cent are already 
open to people such as key workers.

Seventy eight per cent of hotels surveyed 
said they would lose more than 50 per cent of 
turnover with 11 per cent saying that they can-
not a� ord to continue to stay open if physical 
distancing restrictions are not reduced, said the 
STA.

A total of 75 per cent of self-catering, B&B and 
caravan and camping parks  plan to open in July, 
according to the survey. Eleven per cent in this 
sector had no plans to open under two-metre 
physical distancing.

Marc Crothall, chief executive of the STA 
said it amounted to 85 per cent of hotels and 
restaurants in Scotland stopping trading if the 
two metre physical distancing rule remains in 
place for the next two months and no further 
� nancial support is forthcoming.

He said: ‘� e � gures re� ect the many conver-
sations we have been having with businesses 
across all sectors in the tourism industry for 
months and underline just how crucial the 
current review of the two-metre physical dis-
tancing rule is within the context of the health 
and economic crises.’

He said the industry welcomed guidance for 
reopening and fully supported measures to en-

sure the safety of employees, visitors and com-
munities, adding: ‘However, many businesses 
do not plan to open again with the two-metre 
rule in place as it’s simply not economically 
viable for them to do so.

‘Coupled with the expected slow recovery 
forecast, we expect a steady stream of job losses 
across the whole of Scotland over the coming 
weeks.

‘Also, as we all know, visitors will choose 
where to stay based on the tourism product 
available in that area and are unlikely to travel 
to destinations that have a limited product in 
the form of restaurants, visitor attractions and 
pubs.

‘� is will have a direct knock-on e� ect on the 
current limited demand for accommodation 
in our destinations and the impact on our 
local economies and supply chain is likely to be 
severe.’

Tourism in Argyll & � e Isles in 2019 amount-
ed to 5.7m visitor days; 2.8 visitor numbers; 
£364m of direct expenditure by visitors and an 
economic boost to the area equivalent to £510m. 
Around 9,500 full time equivalent jobs depend 
on tourism, according to o�  cial � gures.

The surveys were designed to 
demonstrate the � nancial support 
needed to protect businesses...

Marc Crothall 
of the Scottish 
Tourism 
Alliance.

Tim Allan, 
president 
of the 
Scottish 
Chambers 
of 
Commerce

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

WE ARE OPEN AS NORMAL!
Mon-Fri: 8.30am - 5pm, Sat: 9am-1pm

We look forward to 
seeing our 

customers again!

Glengallan Industrial Estate, Oban. Tel: 01631 566009
email: info@cjautos-oban.co.uk  www.cjautos-oban.co.uk

ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE
WE ARE NOT JUST A BODY SHOP

VEHICLE SERVICING + 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
AIR-CON SERVICING

GENERAL MOTOR REPAIRS
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

‘Steady’ start to shopping again as Oban reopens
Nearly 100 days a� er they were locked 
down, many shop signs across Oban were 
� nally � ipped to open again today, writes Ellis 
Butcher.

Lights were back on, sta�  back behind the 
counters and customers welcomed at the door, 
as coronavirus restrictions which have shut a 
range of independents and high street brands 
were li� ed a� er 14 long weeks.

Despite weeks of good weather, drizzle and 
wind marked the Monday morning reopening.

Businesses noted a ‘steady’ return of shop-
pers and tra�  c was noticeably on the move 
throughout Oban town centre this morning.

Customers were met by standard safety 
measures – from sta�  in protective masks 
and shields, to hand sanitisers and wipes at 
entrances.

Restrictions on numbers, new signage and 
new cleaning regimes were all in evidence.

At department store � e Original Factory 
shop on Combie Street, a steady stream of cus-
tomers were back in for a look around the rails.

Chris Taylor, manager to nine sta� , said: 
‘We have been really busy and it feels good to 
reopen and get back to some sort of normality.

‘We’re keeping the restrictions in place with 
social distancing and only letting so many 
people in the shop at any one given time and 
are monitoring people coming in and out.’

At independent outdoor specialists, Outside 
Edge, owners Dave and June Bleazard have 
been in business 30 years and were also back 
behind the counter.

Mr Bleazard, a keen outdoors man, quipped 
that it was strange waking up to an alarm clock 
today but they were ‘desperate’ to see custom-
ers again and have Oban return to some form 
of normality.

Customers at the doors were encouraged 
to cleanse their hands as they entered, hard 
surfaces are scrubbed cleaned, and BID4Oban 
had been ‘great’ at providing social distancing 
signage, added Mr Bleazard.

� is weekend is likely to see the return of 
more visitors to Oban with the travel restric-
tion of � ve miles due to be li� ed, he said.

At M&Co which sells women’s, men’s and 
children’s clothing, Allison MacLean said 

despite the weather, custom had been ‘steady’ 
and it was good to put the lights on and start 
work again.

Changing rooms remain closed but people 
could still purchase products and return them, 
she said.

� e product is then ‘quarantined’ for 72 
hours and then steam-cleaned before going 
back out on the rails.

Long-standing Argyll-based quality clothing 
retailer, MacIntyres, opened on George Street 
in 2019 and had a ‘fantastic’ � rst year.

Manager Nicole Sweeney said: ‘We are really 
glad to see the town reopened and hopefully 
there’s still enough time for a good summer 
season for everybody.’

Cosmetic store � e Highland Soap Company 
also had its doors open again.

Manager Sarah Eggett and Katie Sims are 
back behind the counter for the � rst time since 
March 22 with colleague Claire Bruce due back 
too.

‘We have already had regulars in and they are 
enjoying a bit of normality coming back to the 
town,’ they said.

Sweet shop Mitchells, a wonderland for every 
kind of goodie – from Oban rock to Highland 

fudge – also switched on the neon ‘ices’ sign 
today. Albert Mitchell, husband to shop owner 
Violet, was at the helm in a face shield - a new-
look for a shop which has been a � xture of the 
high street for 38 years.

Today’s wet and windy weather had not 
brought out a � ood, but the shop relied on both 
locals and visitors, he said.

Jean and Arthur Gillies have run Oban Music 
Shop for 11 years and it has been in existence 
for more than 25 years.

Specialising in traditional musical instru-
ments, alongside CDs, gi� s and musical 
accessories, it also has a website www.mu-
sicscotland.com.

Jean said: ‘It has been di�  cult being closed, 
as with most businesses, you have to be open to 
greet your customers but it feels good to get to 
this point and get reopened again. It de� nitely 
feels like a step in the right direction.’

Andy Spence, chief executive of BID4Oban, 
said he was ‘really pleased’ to see so many busi-
ness reopening and some normality returning 
to the town.

‘I think it will be a gradual start and it’s good 
to see the instances of coronavirus coming 
down,’ he said.

Sweet July as 
Oban set to open 
for businesses
July looks set to herald a grand business 
reopening across Scotland, writes Ellis 
Butcher.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon spelled out 
the indicative dates in parliament, stressing 
that the dates are provisional and remained 
contingent on scienti� c and public health 
advice at the time.

By mid-July, many businesses will have 
been closed for the equivalent of more 
than 16 weeks or nearly four months since 
the UK-wide lockdown was ordered back 
on March 23 to prevent the spread of the 
deadly coronavirus.

On July 3, both the � ve-mile travel 
distance limit for leisure will be lifted and 
self-catering holiday accommodation will 
be allowed, provided it requires no shared 
facilities between di� erent households.

On July 6, outdoor hospitality, from beer 
gardens to outdoor restaurants, can reopen 
subject to a review by the government’s 
scienti� c advisors nearer the time.

On 13 July, all dental practices begin to 
see registered patients for non-aerosol 
routine care, and work will begin to return 
aerosol generating procedures safely.

All non-essential shops inside shopping 
centres can reopen, subject to the review 
group recommendations.

On 15 July, ‘all holiday accommodation’ 
will be permitted and indoor hospitality 
can reopen, subject to the review group’s 
� ndings nearer the time. Hairdressers and 
barbers can also reopen with enhanced 
hygiene measures in place. So, too, can 
museums, galleries, cinemas, monuments 
and libraries providing physical distancing 
and other measures are in place, such as 
ticketing in advance.

Mrs Sturgeon appealed to people to wear 
face coverings in enclosed spaces, avoid 
crowded places, wash their hands and clean 
surfaces regularly and maintain physical 
distancing of two-metres.

We have launched a helpline to help steer companies 
through the Coronavirus lockdown period.
We want to assist those businesses that, through no fault 
of their own, � nd themselves confronting various pressing 
business problems as a direct result of the government 
restrictions to quell the spread of COVID-19.
There are various options available to businesses and 
if you need a sounding board or to speak to a � nancial 
expert about your options, we are here to listen and o� er 
free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

168 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000
4 High Street, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478

{                                      }Wylie & Bisset giving free business advice 
to steer Scottish businesses through 

Coronavirus lockdown

Call now on 
0141 566 7096

June and Dave Bleazard 
of Outside Edge, Oban.
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The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

It’s not all plain sailing
� is week we report on the islanders who 
have launched a petition demanding that 
CalMac set aside a few spaces each day that 
would give people living on the region’s 
many islands priority if they needed them 
for last minute, vital journeys.

Many fear that with restricted sailings and 
a booking service that only allows bookings 
to be made on a two-week rolling basis, 
islanders will be unable to get o�  the islands 
when they need to because tourists will have 
booked all the slots weeks in advance.

And given that CalMac’s website brie� y 
crashed on Tuesday when tickets went on 
sale for July 1 to July 14, and an extremely 
high volume of calls was also experienced 
by its call handlers, it seems those fears are 
well founded.

� ese ferries are ‘lifeline’ service to the 
islands, but you can understand islanders 
frustration and anger when told by CalMac 
it ‘does not have the power to prioritise 
passengers...that would be a matter for the 
Scottish Government.’

CalMac has a di�  cult job over the coming 
months balancing the needs of islanders 
and those businesses which rely on tourism 
given the restricted capacity and sailings. 
However, how di�  cult is in to just to block 
book one or two spaces each sailing for 
island needs?

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Bhiodh aig a’ mhòr-chuid agaibh ri beagan 
ùine smaoineachaidh a ghabhail nam bithinn 
a’ faighneachd dhibh dè an rud as motha a tha 
sibh air a bhith ag ionndrainn thar ùine glasaidh 
nam mìosan a chaidh.  Chanadh iomadach 
neach gur e a bhith air chomas ùine � aotainn 
an cuideachd bhall den dlùth theaghlach, ach 
nan leudaichinn a’ cheist beagan nas � arsainge 
gu trì neo còig taghaidhean, dè chanadh sibh?  

Saoilidh mi gun tig  mòran againn gu bhith 
a’ cuimseachadh air na rudan as � eàrr leinn a 
bhith a’ dèanamh! Siubhal bhùithtean; ri, neo ag 
amharc, spòrs; a’ cur seachad ùine an cuideachd 
chàirdean is charaidean; a’ gabhail biadh ann 
an taigh-bìdh snasail; a’ gabhail deoch ann an 
taigh-seinnse? Gu cinnteach bhiodh cuid ag 
ainmeachadh frithealadh eaglaise, agus cuid 
eile a’ moladh obair cruite, neo iasgach, a’ 
dearbhadh dhuinn cho eadar-dhealaichte ‘s a 
tha ar taghadh beatha.  Mòran gar sgaradh bho 
chèile san t-seadh sin, ach abair gun do dhearbh 
bacaidhean glasadh a’ choròna-bhìorais na 
bheil de sheirbheisean agus � eumalachdan gar 
ceangal mar choimhearsnachdan.

Le fuasglaidhean glasaidh air fàire a-nise 
cha b’ iongnadh � ughair a bhith ga dhèanamh 
ri cothrom faotainn an sàs ann an cuid de na 
taghaidhean sin a bh’ air an àicheadh, agus 
thig ùrachadh agus togail sunnd à sin. Bho 
mo chiad chuimhne saoilidh mi, bha tachartas 
àraid a bhuineadh dhan àm seo den bhliadhna, 
agus ma gheibh mi an cothrom tha mi � athast 
cho measail air ‘s a bha riamh. ’S e sin a dhol a 

dh’iasgach rionnaich, agus an uairsin dìnnear 
dheth a ghabhail, an dèidh dhan iasg a bhith 
oidhche ann an salainn, le buntàta ùr bhon lios 
againn � ìn.  Chan eil � os am faigh mi cothrom 
iasgaich am-bliadhna, ach mu dheireadh thall 
tha na � ùraichean air falbh far bharran a’ bhu-
ntàta, agus tha � ios gun tèid agam air rionnach 
a lorg an àiteigin � ù  ’s ged nach � aighinn � ìn 
a-mach ga ghlacadh!  Bidh � chead fadachd orm 
chun am faigh mi am biadh sin, agus mar a 
chanamaid uaireigin “dh’itheadh tu do chorra-
gan às a dhèidh”!

Gun a bhith a’ cur deasachadh thaighean-bìdh 
na dùthcha ann an suarachas air dhòigh sam 
bith tha e iongantach cho mòr ‘s a chòrdas 
annlan simplidh ar n-òige rinn, agus chithear 
an dearbh rud air feadh an t-saoghail far am 
bheil meas agus luach ga chur air seann seòrsa 
bìdh de gach seòrsa. ’S dòcha gum bheil sin ag 
innse rudeigin eile dhuinn cuideachd, agus ’s 
e sin gun dèanamaid a’ chùis às aonais mòran 
de na goireasan ris am bheil sinn an eisimeil 
an- diugh, rudan air am bheil sinn air fàs cho 
chleachdte is nach eil sinn � ù ’s mothachail 
orra!  Dè na rudan? Sin ceist airson latha eile!

Most people miss the company of family and 
friends most during lockdown.  In a wider sense 
we would all probably put favourite activities 
high on the ‘miss-list’, but it is interesting how 
many props we can manage without when we 
have to. 

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Will community bene� t from 
hydro scheme?
So the tiny Morvern peninsula (population 
around 320) is to have yet another hydro scheme 
foisted on it (‘Morvern community hydro 
con� rms � nancial deal’, report Lochaber News, 
June 25). 

No doubt someone will make a great deal of 
money out of the deal but will the local commu-
nity really bene� t despite the he� y injection of 
public money?

� ere are already 13 schemes whose cumula-
tive contribution to Morvern is at best derisory. 

It is not good enough for the developer 
to hide behind community ‘sustainability’, 
‘shared-ownership’, ‘involvement’, ‘strategy’ 
and other buzz words. � ere needs to be total 
transparency, openness and frank engagement 
with the local residents as to where the income, 
if any, will go and just who will disburse it. 

Information which has so far been woefully 
lacking. � e Scottish Government will want to 
know, the local community demands it.

Iain � ornber, Knock House, Morvern.

More questions raised 
than answered
With reference to the article on children missing 
out on school meals (Lochaber Times, June 25) 
featuring Mr Fotheringham and his organisa-
tion, in my opinion Councillor Ben � ompson’s 
facile attempt to protect the administration in 
the statement he made leads to many questions. 
Firstly why were the catering sta�  being paid 
and not furloughed which was allowable under 
the scheme and pointed out by some of his col-
leagues very forcibly at recent meetings, if they 
were not engaged in catering; why were they not 
under the Civil  Contingencies Act reallocated 
to other duties;  where is the evidence they used 
all the monies allocated to them for free meals; 
and what percentage actually used the vouch-
ers? What was the total allocation from Scottish 
Government for this service? 

Total transparency is required in this and 
many other matters Highland Council have 
been doing without full democratic scrutiny 
during this pandemic.

Jimmy Waugh, Ballachulish.

Faith is the answer to fear
Over the past few months people everywhere 
have been under the paralysing grip of fear, 
paranoia and dread; the COVID-19 pandemic 
has seen to that. Because of the lethal plague, 
sweeping the country, society at large has lost 

a perceived sense of control – and no wonder.
With the prospect of death and grief staring 

everyone in the face, lockdown and social-dis-
tancing has had to be enforced by the author-
ities. While this action, to safeguard lives, has 
been right, proper and necessary – it hasn’t 
eliminated the anger among queuing shoppers 
when the two-metre rule is violated! We have 
all seen the panic-stricken faces of those fearing 
the unknown foe.

Bible-believing Christians have also endeav-
oured to follow the same government rules and 
guidelines, in seeking to protect themselves 
and others from exposure – but they have not 
been gripped by the same despairing feeling 
of utter helplessness and hopelessness; God’s 
grace in their hearts has seen to that. 

Virus, or no virus, they trust in God’s bless-

ed promise: ‘Fear not: for I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine.’ (Isaiah 43:1). � ey may not be immune 
from the bodily e� ects of COVID-19, but not 
one single pestilence symptom will alarm or 
distress them in the same way, all because the 
Lord has assured them, whether it be wellness 
or unwellness, life or death: ‘Lo, I am with you 
always; I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.’ 
(Hebrews 13:5).

Sadly, these truths mean nothing to the unbe-
liever or an unconverted world.

It is high time we repented of our sins, indi-
vidually and collectively, and turned again to 
the God of our Fathers. When we do, blessing 
will follow: ‘Blessed is the nation whose God is 
the Lord.’ Psalm 33:12.

Donald J Morrison, Inverness.
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Oban Inner Wheel keeps on turning 
in spite of coronavirus and lockdown
Oban Inner Wheel is still in action despite 
the current lockdown, with two local charities 
bene� ting from their fundraising e� orts, writes 
Fiona Scott.

As a result of a very successful Chilli Quiz 
night held in Taynuilt prior to lockdown, the 
sum of £1,130 raised to support � e MacMillan 
Day Bed Unit at Lorn and Islands Hospital.

� e Day Bed Unit was Oban Inner Wheels 
chosen charity of the year in memory of 
late dear friend and member, Julie Beamish, 
who bene� tted from the excellent ser-

vice and support provided by the sta� .
Inner Wheel members are very grateful to all 
those who attended and supported the function, 
and especially to Tony Cave who was an excel-
lent quiz master.

� e donation will be used for improving the 
environment in the unit and enhancing the 
comfort of patients.

Oban Inner wheel also recognised the valuable 
work that Hope Kitchen

IS providing to the local community with a 
donation of £250.

Oban Inner 
Wheel 
president Liz 
Mudie pre-
sents Donna 
Mackenzie 
MacMillan Day 
Bed manager 
and Sandra 
Ironside Mac 
Millan Nurse 
with a cheque 
for £1,130.

Liz Mudie, right, 
with Catriona 
Petit and Beth 
Campbell from 
Hope Kitchen.

Happy lockdown birthday to you!
Do you have a child 
celebrating their birthday 
during the lockdown?

Since they cannot enjoy 
a birthday celebration 
with all their friends and 
family – we would love to 
give them a shout out in 
the paper.

Send us a picture of your 
wee one enjoying their 
special day and we will 
publish it and wish them 
Happy Birthday!

Remember to include 
their full name, age, where 

you live – and tell us a lit-
tle bit about what you did 
to make the day at home 
special!

Send all your pictures to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

We usually reserve 
this space for children 
aged 16 or under but 
thought this one was 
worthy of a mention. 
Duncan Campbell, from 
Oban, celebrated his 
90th birthday on June 
25. It wasn’t  quite the 
party his family had 
planned but he was 
able to celebrate with a 
small number of family 
and neighbours in the 
garden in the beau-
tiful Oban sunshine. 
Formerly a keen golfer 
and still involved with 
Oban Bowling club, 
Oban Parish Church and 
the Rock� eld Centre, 
Duncan would like to 
thank the many friends 
who wished him well 
through cards, calls and 
video messages.

Iain Boyle, from 
Glencoe, celebrated his 
11th birthday on June 
15. He had a nice family 
walk and his favourite 
chippy tea followed by 
some lovely birthday 
cake. 

Family Run Business Since 2005 • Accredited Installer  • SEPA & CHAS Registered

CALL: 01546 603989
info@mbcargyll.com   •   mbcargyll.com

SEPTIC TANK 
Do you need your tank checked? Need an

installation quote? We’re here to help.

SEPTIC TATAT NKKNK

Still operating 
under Government 

guidelines
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Loch Teacuis school teacher looks back
One of the bene� ts of Lockdown is the op-
portunity it o� ers to go through boxes of old, 
half-remembered papers. 

With no visitors on the horizon, I set to and 
rediscovered an essay sent to me more than 
20 years ago.  It was written in the early 1880s 
by Mary Inglis, the primary school teacher of 
Kinlochteacuis side school in Morvern. 

She wrote: ‘From the austere windswept spaces 
of Buchan in the north east corner of Scotland, 
to the mountain glow of purple Morvern, was a 
delicious transition, and all a magic adventure, 
when over � � y years ago [1885], two children, 
not yet in their teens, were brought by our 
mother to join our sister who was teacher of the 
school at Kinloch Teagus [Teacuis]. 

‘A� er our � rst and long railway journey we 
stayed the night in Oban and next morning 
crossed the waters of Lorn and sailed up the 
Sound of Mull to Loch Aline in Morvern. It 
was a wintry January day but there is a happy 
memory of the warmth and hospitality of the 
village inn, and of its kind host Mr Ferguson, 
and I can picture two children listening fasci-
nated, in silent awe, to the long Highland grace, 
uttered in a long solemn manner in an unknown 
[Gaelic] tongue.

‘� en came the long journey of 11 miles in a 
cart, our luggage with us, and in the gathering 
darkness our track wound in among mountains, 
over plank bridges, along the margin of two 
lochs, Loch Arienas and Loch Durinemast, 
among mountains again, till at last we were set 
down at the farmhouse of Kinloch, at the head 
of Loch Teagus. Here we were most warmly 
received and entertained for the night. 

‘We had our � rst experience  of the gracious 
hospitality, goodness and loving kindness 
by Mr John Robertson and his family which 
were to follow us all our Morvern days. � ere 
is a vivid remembrance of the hospitable table, 
the warmth and comfort, the members of the 
family gathered round for evening worship. Mrs 
Robertson, kind and gracious; Bella the eldest 
daughter; Alistair, working with his father on 
the farm; Peter, and sunny-haired Annie (whose 
hero was her father), and the youngest Robert. 

‘Absent members, we learned later, were the 
eldest son Jack, farming in Canada; Maggie, 
who was living with relations in Fortingall, 

Perthshire, and dark-eyes little Jessie, the light 
of the home of her uncle and aunt, Mr and Mrs 
Peter Robertson of Rahoy on Loch Teagus.

‘Our destination, the school house, was 
reached next morning. � e buildings seemed 
new, the house was of two storeys, and there 
was a garden marked o�  in plots, a stone wall 
and fence enclosed the whole. � e one-roomed 
school was bright and airy with windows look-
ing  to the loch. � e scholars, between 20 and 
30 in number, all came from homes around the 
loch, the farms of Kinloch and Rahoy, cottages 
of ploughmen and shepherds. To the school 
came MacDougalls, MacRaes, MacVicars, 
MacDonalds, and Lowland shepherds’ families, 

Patersons, Dempsters, and Scotts, who did 
not speak Gaelic. � e Paterson family lived at 
Ardantiobairt, the shepherd being employed on 
the farm of Mungasdail; the Scotts came from 
Barr, their father was attached to Drimnin over 
the hill, and the Dempsters lived at Durinemast, 
near the loch of that name, the shepherd here 
surely was employed on Ardtornish for his 
wanderings took him in that direction. � e 
MacRaes, the family of the Kinloch shepherd, 
were our nearest neighbours.

‘I cannot name any organised games but had 
we not � elds for adventure galore in our natural 
surroundings? Was there not the charming 
passage of the river, when the tide was � owing 

over the stepping stones? We clambered across 
the swinging gate as it swung over Kinloch river 
where it entered the loch, and we selected this 
ploy when there was a spate. � ere was the de-
light of exploring the lovely plantation beyond 
the jetty, where the Kinloch boat was tied up. 
One glorious day a vessel was sighted beating up 
the loch, a small boat made for the slip. It was 
the dinner hour. � e teacher in vain waved the 
white towel, her signal for a� ernoon attendance. 
� e school was aboard the coal boat.

‘Lambing time, sheep shearing and dipping 
made vocal all the land, the cuckoo and the owl 
called in the plantations, the grey melancholy 
heron meditated by the margins of the loch. 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines
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This photograph had no information with it, but we’re sure our readers will recognise a 
few faces. If you have any details, share them with us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

Kenneth 
MacTaggart 
sent us this 
photograph of 
his uncle Duncan 
MacTaggart of 
Oban, who was 
a bus conductor 
on the Oban- 
Ardrishaig run in 
the 1950s.
He is standing 
with his 
driver in front 
of a MacBraynes 
Marathon bus, 
about 1959.
If you know who 
the driver is, or 
have anymore 
information or 
if you have an 
old photographs 
you would like 
to share with 
our readers, 
you can email 
us at editor@
obantimes.co.uk

Loch Teacuis school teacher looks back  DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

We hunted for ferns and harts tongue on the 
banks of the Kinloch river, as it tumbled past 
the birches and over big boulders on its way 
down from Ben Iadain to the loch. All these 
were enchanting delights to us. It was a novelty 
to encounter scampering sheep with attendant 
lambs and even � erce long-horned Highland 
cattle on the King’s highway, where hitherto in 
level Buchan we had known these as moving 
sedately in broad � elds, secured by high fences 
of posts sand wire. Polled Aberdeen Angus or 
‘Humlies!” A great sight was a herd of Highland 
cattle crossing Loch Durinemast moving white 
cups of the lovely water-lilies as they swam 
steadily, their horned heads above the water.

‘How did we get our letters? I can recall no 
regular post. Friends and neighbours brought 
and delivered our letters. � ey most frequently 
arrived by Kinloch, Mr Robertson of all our 
community having most frequent communi-
cation with the village of Lochaline. � e post-

master there was Mr Cameron, and I can recall 
a post o�  ce also at Larachbeg, and I remember 
holding in my hand letters and papers while 
seated in the Kinloch gig on our homeward way 
from church. � ere was a quaint � gure, one 
Leezie Vore, a middle-aged woman, sturdy and 
reliable, very weather-beaten in countenance, 
who coming from Lochaline, penetrated inland 
as far as Kinloch on foot, carrying on her back 
a pack of groceries. She called at all the houses 
on her beat, sold goods and stamps and carried 
letters to post. I can recall our indebtedness 
to Leezie Vore. I stood at the top of the school 
road waiting in a Highland downpour of rain 
with a letter to post. Looking on in fascinated 
attention, I stood; Leezie, the rain streaming 
down her face, de� ly undid her bodice at the 
neck, slipped my letter into mysterious security 
and fastened her garments, good woman!

To be continued.

Left, the former Kinlochteacuis School House. Photograph Iain Thornber; and above, Jessie Robertson 
(1879-1961), the Claggan school teacher and some of her pupils. She was the daughter of 
John James Robertson.
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Artists based in Scotland are being 
challenged to come up with a barrel 
of ideas to celebrate National Rum 
Day on August 16.

Coinciding with the launch of its 
Artisan Rum Range Ballachulish-
based Pixel Spirits have teamed 
up with Holroyd Gallery and Loch 
Leven Hotel to present � e Scottish 
Barrel Art Competition 2020.

Four Scottish artists will been giv-
en a decommissioned spirit barrel 
and a month to turn the unique piece 
of Scottish distilling heritage and 
tradition into a thought-provoking 
work of art. Blending our Scottish 
love of hand-cra� ed spirits with our 
love of art and artisan culture.

Craig Innes of Pixel Spirits said: 
‘We had the idea for a barrel art 
competition way back in April 2019 
when we visited Valletta in Malta, 
their barrel art competition was 
wine based but sewed a seed in our 
minds for our rum launch.

‘Being a small cra�  distillery, it has 
taken some time to build up enough 
aged product to release, but we are 

very excited to do so in August.
‘Lockdown has given us time and 

energy to re-evaluate what we do, 
how we do it, and most importantly 
why we do it, and so paring up with 
the local Holroyd Gallery and Loch 
Leven Hotel on this competition 
was a natural choice.’

� e inspiration and theme for the 
competition is: ‘A Brave New World’ 

and   artists are invited to tender 
their suggestion for the competition 
in writing to: info@pixelspiritsltd.
co.uk no later than July 5.

Once suggestions have been 
reviewed, four � nalists, selected by 
a judging panel, will be noti� ed on 
the week commencing July 6 and 
will receive a barrel delivered to 
them to begin work upon.

� e � nalists will have until August 
9 to complete their work. � e bar-
rels will then be upli� ed and taken 
to the judging panel, with a winner 
being announced on August 16.

‘We love travel, art and cra�  
spirits, and so coming up with a way 
we could promote these industries 
through troubling times made sense 
to us,’ added Craig.

‘For many, as we gradually ease 
out of lockdown, ‘luxury’ goods 
such as a restaurant meal, a hotel 
stay, a beautiful painting for your 
home or a Scottish cra�  spirit might 
not be within instant reach, and so 
we hope that our competition allows 
for not only the artists to bene� t 
long-term but also a collection of 

Scottish businesses who depend on 
art and artisan produce to survive.’

� e � rst place recipient of 
the Scottish Gallery Barrel Art 
Competition 2020 will receive: An 
overnight stay at Loch Leven Hotel, 
a bottle from the � rst batch of 
Pixel Spirits’ Artisan Golden Rum 
and a £50 gi�  voucher for Holroyd 
Gallery.

� e second place recipient will 
receive: A dinner for two at Loch 
Leven Hotel, a bottle from the � rst 
batch of Pixel Spirits’ White Rum 
and a £50 gi�  voucher for Holroyd 
Gallery.

Two runners-up will receive a 
Pixel Spirits’ Gi�  Bag.

All barrels a� er completion will be 
on display at either Holroyd Gallery 
or Loch Leven Hotel, both based in 
North Ballachulish, for patrons to 
enjoy.

A rum do for Scottish artists
Craig Innes from Pixel Spirits 
and Sarah Holroyd from Holroyd 
Gallery launch The Scottish Barrel 
Art Competition 2020.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

YOURSTORY
share with us: editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000
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DIARDAOIN 2 An t-Iuchar
THURSDAY 2 July
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19 :00 An Lot/ The Croft (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Ceathrar air a’ Chuiltheann (Four on the 
Cuillin) (rpt)
21:00 ÙR/NEW: Mathair 
21.40 ÙR/NEW: Port – Druthag Bheag Eile 
21.55 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Julie Fowlis – Ceol Aig baile 
22:30  ÙR/NEW: Freiceadan Ura Na Banrigh/The 
Queen’s New Guard 
23:20 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
23:30 Seoid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen Coves (rpt)

DIHAOINE  3 An t-Iuchar 
FRIDAY 3 July
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News 
19.25 Binneas-Na Trads-Ross Ainslie (rpt)
19.30 Eorpa (rpt)
20.00 Ceol Aig A’ Chaisteal/Fiddle Music (rpt)
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Fuine (rpt)
21.00 ÙR/NEW: Spors – Kilmarnock FC
21:30 ÙR/NEW: Spors – Livingston FC
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Ceol Duthchasach/Ken Burn’s 
Country Music 
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 4 An t-Iuchar 
SATURDAY 4 July
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
17:45 An Là – News 

18:00 SPFL Challenge Cup Final – Connahs’s Quay 
Nomads v Ross Country (rpt)
20.20 Celtic Connections (BBC ALBA Shorts) (rpt)
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 ALT (rpt)
22.00 Spors – Kilmarnock FC (rpt)
22.30 Spors – Livingston FC (rpt)
23.00 Ceol Duthchasach/Ken Burn’s Country 
Music (rpt)
00:50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 5 An t-Iuchar 
SUNDAY 5 July
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18 :15  An La – News
18:30 Port – Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)
18.45 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
18.50 Ar N-Aran Laitheil (rpt)
19.30 Slighe Anndra (rpt)
19.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Ceathrar air a’ Chuiltheann (Four on the 
Cuillin) (rpt)
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 Bannan (rpt)
21 :30 Bannan (rpt)
22.00 Freiceadan Ura Na Banrigh/ The Queen’s 
New Guard (rpt)
22.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.00 ALT (rpt)

DILUAIN 6 An t-Iuchar 
MONDAY 6 July
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 Sugh an Eorna/History of Whisky (rpt)
19 :25 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19 :55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 Fuine (rpt)
21:00 Clann-nighean nan Taighean-osta - 

Trusadh (rpt)
22.00 Bannan (rpt)
22.35 Opry le Daniel (rpt)
23.35 Ceol Aig A’ Chaisteal/ Fiddle Music (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 7 An t-Iuchar 
TUESDAY 7 July
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 O Mo Duthaich/ From Uist with Love (rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19 :55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR/NEW:  Na Tiristich (From Tiree with 
Love)
21.00 An Innocent Man – Sgeulachd Oscar Slater 
(rpt)
22:00 Clann-nighean nan Taighean-osta - 
Trusadh (rpt)
23.00 Julie Fowlis – Ceol Aige Baile (rpt)
23.30 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
23.35 Slighe Anndra (rpt)

DICIADAIN 8 An t-Iuchar
WEDNESDAY 8 July
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 Sugh an Eorna (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Langauage (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR/NEW: Leugh Mi
21.00 Cumhachd a’ Yoik/ The Power of Yoik (rpt)
22.00 Bannan (rpt)
22:30 Port – Conamara/Connemara (rpt)
23.00 Mathair (rpt)
23.40 Port – Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)
23.55 Eadar Chluich (rpt)

Robert in lockdown!
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Playing some music with the 
Tide Lines lads last week for a 
BBC Alba � lming project felt 
like a � rst step towards some 
form of normality – despite 
being far from normal. 

Our temperatures were taken 
on arrival, we were handed 
masks to wear until we were 
onstage, and a 2m distance was 
maintained throughout. Most 
depressingly of all, there was 
no BBC catering van! 

� e most unusual aspect was 
the lack of audience. I still don’t 
really know when I’ll next get 
the chance to throw on a guitar 
in front of actual fans and that 
is a frightening thought; but, 
nevertheless, it was a great feel-
ing last week just to play some 
songs with the boys again in 
real life rather than on a Zoom 
screen! 

I am sure there have been 
many similar reunions as the 
restrictions have eased slightly, 
but I also can’t help think of 
the many people who still 
haven’t seen friends or family 
members for such a long time. 
� at puts my desperation to 
play live music into some kind 
of perspective. 

As Glasgow begins to open 
up carefully, perhaps the day 

is not far o�  when this article 
can return to something re-
sembling the Glasgow Letter. 
For the time being, however, 
readers will have to cope with 
more anecdotes about my 
music and my golf! 

I popped down to the driving 
range on Great Western Road 
this week. In the booth beside 
me were two middle-aged 
ladies whose accents placed 
them in Glasgow’s Northern 
suburbs, like Milngavie or 
Bearsden. 

It seemed to me they had 
come rather well dressed to hit 
50 golf balls (I’ve never found 
high heels to be the best choice 
of footwear while swinging a 
Seven iron) and their make-up 
was impeccable. Judging by 
their conversation, one was a 
bit of a golfer and the other had 

never held a club in her life. 
� e golfer began teaching her 

friend the correct grip: ‘� ere 
should be a v-shape between 
the thumb and � rst � nger of 
your right hand, darling. Yes 
that’s correct; and that v-shape 
should point directly up your 
right arm...oh, my goodness, 
your nails are lovely – where do 
you get your manicures? 

‘I simply can’t wait for the 
beauticians to reopen. In fact 
I’m going to phone mine now!’

And o�  she went. Leaving 
her friend to work the rest out 
for herself. On her return, they 
chatted brie� y about what spic-
es they put in their homemade 
meatballs (I’m not making this 
up!) before turning and asking 
me if I had any advice. 

I said I didn’t know much 
about meatballs but, if it were 
gol� ng advice she desired, I 
would simply say: keep your 
head down and your eye on the 
ball. 

� e gentlemen in the next 
booth along (who hitherto had 
been hitting in silence) looked 
up and, with the cynical smile 
of someone who has played the 
game for a long time, said: ‘I’ve 
got some gol� ng advice. Don’t 
take it up!’

Talking golf and manicures 
at the range – as you do.

Over the last three months 
Oban Music Society (OMS) 
has been busy cancelling, 
rescheduling and planning 
concerts as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

� e group was particularly 
disappointed to have had 
to cancel two piano recitals 
back in the spring but is 
hoping to rearrange visits by 
Clare Hammond and Anna 
Fedorova next year.

With the uncertainty of 

when restrictions will be 
li� ed, OMS has taken the 
decision to cancel all perfor-
mances until the end of this 
year. Members have also of-
fered to pay half the fees of the 
young musicians due to visit 
as they struggle � nancially in 
the current situation.

� e scholarship o� ered 
to young Oban musicians 
to attend the Cheethams 
Summer School has also been 
cancelled.

On a more positive note, the 
group has been working on 
next year’s programme which 
is tuning up to be a busy and 
varied season starting in 
January 2021.

OMS will hold a virtual 
Annual General Meeting on 
Monday July 6 at 5pm. Anyone 
wishing to attend should 
email Seymore at obanmus-
icsociety@gmail.com and he 
will send out the papers and 
an elecronic invite.

Oban Music Society hopes to meet 
next year on a more positive note
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Across

7 Linking verb (6)

8 Walking on air (6)

9 Scrape (4)

10 Appendix discussion (8)

11 Resistance to change (7)

13 Plunge (5)

15 Worry (5)

17 Bashfulness (7)

20 Ballpark figure (8)

21 Wise one (4)

23 Deliverer of cold cubes (6)

24 Antediluvian (3-3)

Down

1 Brother (4)

2 Jet (6)

3 Dish served on toast (7)

4 Linked table and chairs (5)

5 Leveler of ground (6)

6 Assiduous (8)

12 Paragon (8)

14 The boss (7)

16 Black mark (6)

18 A thing of great value (6)

19 Street-smart (5)

22 Stage part (4)
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LAST 
WEEK’S 
SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL 
RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen 
live at www.obanfm.scot 
or on the TuneIn app

In these unprecedented times Oban Fm are 
maintaining Breakfast and Drivetime shows with 
a Covid19 News update in each. This helps keep 

our volunteers and listeners safe and healthy
We are broadcasting these hours in association with BID4OBAN and 

the Oban Times, supported by the Scotland’s Towns Partnership. 
Providing resilience for our local business community.

The Oban Times podcast airs as usual on Wednesday Drivetime 
and Argyll Talking Newspapers appears through the week.

Radio Clyde 2 will keep you entertained with 
your favourite hits and National news too.

 Breakfast 8am-10am Drive Time 5pm-7pm
Monday  Stephen Marcus
Tuesday  Stephen Karen
Wednesday Stephen Campbell
Thursday Andy and Sarah Stephen
Friday Stephen Margo

� is week’s recipe comes cour-
tesy of Katherine MacKenzie 
and her partner Ross Higgins 
of Taste of Argyll Kitchen who, 
despite having to lock down 
just two weeks a� er opening, 
are keeping themselves busy 
providing home-produced, 
home-cooked cuisine to the 
masses.

Having already established 
a Taste of Argyll shop and 
outside catering business, as 
well as running the family 
farm at Duntarrin, Katherine 
MacKenzie and her partner 
Ross Higgins have branched 
out yet again to open a new 
cafe on, where else but, Argyll 
Street.

During lockdown the couple 
have been busy making up 
munchi boxes and mouth-
watering curries using local-
ly-sourced produce.

Katherine thought her Scotch 
Egg recipe would be helpful 
for people to make themselves 
during lockdown. It’s quick, 
easy and totally yummy!

Interesting fact: � is deep 
fried snack is called a Scotch 
Egg because the traditional 
process of mincing the meat to 
go around the egg is known as 
scotching.

Ingredients (makes one 
Scotch egg)
 � ree Duntarrin pork sau-
sages with the skin o� 

 Two Duntarrin free range 
eggs
 Handful of golden crumbs
 Handful of � our
 Cling � lm or foil paper

Method
Boil one of the eggs and set 
aside.

Lay out cling � lm or foil 
paper on � at surface.

Use meat from three sausages 
and � rm together in a ball. 
Place on � lm and � atten.

Place boiled egg on � attened 

sausage and wrap around egg.
Roll in � our and then dip in 

beaten egg and � nally roll in 
the crumbs.

Cook until golden brown in 
deep fat fryer at 140° or oven 
at 180°/ Gas mark 4 for an 
average of 25 minutes.

Alternatives
Can use haggis or black 

pudding or any sausages but 
they must have skin taken o� . 
You can use any eggs you have, 
Panko breadcrumbs or make 
your own from bread.

Taste of Argyll from 
Katherine and Ross

Katherine with her delicious Scotch egg.

Lewis author takes top book prize for Iolaire novel

Author Donald Murray has 
scooped a Society of Authors 
award for his 2018 novel, 
centred around his beloved 
Hebridean home.

� e Lewis born writer 
has been awarded the Paul 
Torday Memorial Prize for 
his book As the Women Lay 
Dreaming, which is based on 
the Iolaire tragedy of January 
1, 1919, when a ship bringing 
First World War servicemen 
home to the Hebrides sank in 
Stornoway harbour, killing 
some 200 people.

A deeply moving novel about 
passion constrained, coping 
with loss and a changing 
world, the author explores how 

a single event can so dramati-
cally impact communities, 
individuals and, indeed, our 
very souls.

Murray, who spent his 
childhood on the Isle of Lewis 

and now lives in Shetland, 
said: ‘I am both thrilled and 
honoured to have won the 
Paul Torday Memorial Prize, 
especially against such won-
derful competition.

‘I am also humbled and 
grati� ed by the warmth of the 
reception that As � e Women 
Lay Dreaming has received 
from the people of my home 
community. Tapadh leibh 
uile. ‘S e urram mòr a tha seo. 
(� anks to you all. � is is a 
great honour).’

Donald’s next novel is also 
set in Lewis and is set to be 
released in spring 2021 by 
publishers Saraband. 

Researched and written 
during the last couple of years 
In a Veil of Mist, coinciden-
tally, concerns top-secret 
experiments with biological 
agents on animals during 
the weapons race for germ 
warfare, and a release of toxic 
agents that could have sparked 
o�  a deadly pandemic.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Donald Murray has a new book, to be released next spring.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Skerryvore 
album 
celebrates 
anniversary
Multi-award-winning band 
Skerryvore will release their 
new album, Live Across 
Scotland on Friday July 
10 to celebrate their 15th 
anniversary.

Capturing the energy and 
atmosphere of the band’s live 
performance, Skerryvore’s 
� rst live album features 15 
tracks recorded at much-loved 
Scottish venues during the 
band’s recent winter tour.

Skerryvore’s signature trad-
rock fusion is captured in full 
swing at towns the length and 
breadth of Scotland, including 
Glasgow’s Royal Concert Hall 
and � e Albert Halls, Stirling.

� e album also features 
tracks recorded at unforgetta-
ble shows in a host of smaller 
locations including Portree, 
Fort William, Forfar, Darvel, 
Selkirk, Dunoon and Killin.

Before lockdown, the band 
had been due to host their 
one-day festival, XV, at 
Inveraray Castle, Argyll, to 
mark the milestone year.

Martin Gillespie of 
Skerryvore said: ‘� e album 
feels like a � tting way to mark 
our 15th anniversary and is 
all the more special now as we 
� nd ourselves, like so many 
others, missing live gigs and 
festivals. Live Across Scotland 
hopefully gives fans a taste of 
the live show atmosphere in 
the meantime.’

Live Across Scotland is out 
on July 10 and will be available 
on CD and to download and 
stream. CD is available to 
pre-order now at www.
skerryvore.com
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Scotland’s agricultural  indus-
try must be enabled to be pro-
active as the nation emerges 
from the impact of the corona-
virus crisis.

Speaking on June 24 by 
video link with the Scottish 
Parliament’s Rural Economy 
and Connectivity Committee, 
NFU Scotland’s director of 
policy Jonnie Hall joined other 
stakeholders in discussing the 
impact of COVID-19 on agri-
culture, � sheries, aquaculture 
and food and drink sectors. 

In written evidence to the 
committee, NFUS said that 
lessons are already being 
learned but that recovery is 
likely to take many years. � e 
Union recognised that Scottish 
agriculture and all that it 
underpins will have to change 
and adapt to what is and 
will be a very new operating 
environment which will not be 
‘business as usual’.

Mr Hall also gave evidence 
on Scotland’s COVID-19 
recovery when he took part 
in a video conference with 
Westminster’s Scottish A� airs 
committee on June 25.

Mr Hall said: ‘Post-Covid 
recovery, and our departure 
from the EU, will be very chal-
lenging for the agricultural 
sector, as markets and supply 
chains have to adapt to survive 
and thrive and agricultural 

Industry to be proactive as 
it emerges from COVID-19

STIRLING: United Auctions (Wednesday 
June 24) sold 513 store cattle and 101 cast 
cows and bulls. 

Bullocks (236) – averaged 220.09p to 
279.40p per kg for a 272kg CHX from 
Dyke, and to £1290 for a 636kg LimX from 
Newpark.

Dairy Bullocks (92) – averaged 187.88p 
to 215.10p per kg for a 509kg BFX from 
Knockrivoch, and to £1095 for a 509kg BFX 
from Knockrivoch.

Heifers (163)– averaged 224.55p to 270.20p 
per kg for a 285kg LimX from Dyke, and to 
£1220 for a 592kg CHX from Mains.

Young Bulls (22)- averaged 216.09p to 
239.00p per kg for a CHX from Ash� eld, and 
to £1150 for a SimX from Hole O Clean.

Beef Cows and Bulls (84) – averaged 
144.99p to 191.60p per kg for a BSX from 
Drygate, and to £1470 for a LimX from 
Kepculloch.

Dairy Cows (17)- averaged 118.24p to 
178.90p per kg for a MOX from Claylands, 
and to £1070 for a MOX from Claylands.

Bullocks: Up to 250kgs- Gibblaston £640, 
262.30p; 251-300kgs- Blackburn £790, Dyke 
279.40p; 301-350kgs- � omanean £845, 
Dyke 253.30p; 351-400kgs- Newpark £900, 
Foregirth 234.80p; 401-450kgs- Torrax 
£1035, Newpark 240.00p; 451-500kgs- 
Torrax £1120, Farden 237.50p; 501-551kgs- 
Mollinhillhead £1210, Torrax 225.20p; 
552-601kgs- Silverhill £1280, Farden 
223.20p; 602-651kgs- Newpark £1290, 

Mollinhillhead 203.00p.
Heifers: Up to 250kgs- Gateside £480, 

203.40p; 251-300kgs- Dyke £770, 270.20p; 
301-350kgs- Kepculloch £810, Dyke 
249.20p; 351-400kgs- Kilbrook Farms £905, 
Millantae 229.50p; 401-450kgs- Farden 
£1050, 238.60p; 451-500kgs- Torrax £1120, 
Farden 228.90p; 501-551kgs- Kilbrook 
Farms £1140, Farden 213.60p; 552-601kgs- 
Mains £1220, Farden 211.20p.

Young Bulls: 251-300kgs- West Park 
£685, 237.80p; 301-350kgs- Torrax £800, 
Ash� eld 239.00p; 351-400kgs- Durie £800, 
217.00p; 401-450kgs- Durie £860, 211.00p; 
501-551kgs- Innerwick £1085, 204.70p; 552-
601kgs- Hole O Clean £1150, 200.00p.

OTM Cows: £ per head- .Kepculloch (Lim) 
£1470, Hardens (AA) £1410, Balgreggie (SH) 
£1350, Traprain (Sal) £1270, Kepculloch 
(Sim) £1230, Balquharrage (BRB) £1210, 
Netherton (CH) £1210, Newpark (SD) £1130, 
Claylands (MO) £1070, Traprain (HE) £1050.

PPK- .Drygate (BS) 191.60p, Claylands 
(MO) 178.90p, Balgreggie (SH) 178.60p, 
Kepculloch (Sim) 177.20p, Balquharrage 
(BRB) 172.90p, Woodhead of Aberdalgie 
(AA) 172.40p, Traprain (Sal) 166.70p, 
Traprain (HE) 163.60p, Kepculloch (Lim) 
160.50p, Wester Lochdrum (HF) 159.60p.

OTM Bulls: £ per head– .Broombrae (Sim) 
£1630, Ballagan (Lim) £1530, Gateside (AA) 
£1430.

PPK- .Newpark (Lim) 159.70p, Broombrae 
(Sim) 149.50p, Gateside (AA) 132.70p.

Around the markets

SHEEP 
CLIPPING

All � ock sizes
Contact 

Graeme McCulloch
0777 1605758

email 
graeme.mcculloch2411@

gmail.com

support is realigned in light 
of tighter � nancial constraints 
and amended policy goals.  

‘� ere is signi� cant opportu-
nity for the sector within this 
challenge. � e resetting and 
restarting of food production, 
processing and distribution, 
while meeting a ra�  of major 
government policy objectives, 
will provide the catalyst for 
change.

‘Our primary goal within the 
longer-term economic recov-
ery is to secure a pro� table and 
sustainable agricultural indus-
try that acts as a cornerstone to 
economic, environmental and 
social bene� ts: producing high 
quality food and products that 
our customers want; seeking 
growth in new export markets; 

taking the lead in the delivery 
of climate ambitions and a 
� ourishing environment; driv-
ing sustainable rural develop-
ment, helping rural commu-
nities thrive and prosper; and 
contributing to key objectives 
on animal health and welfare 
as well as promoting human 
health and well-being.

‘Moving out of the shadow of 
the pandemic, it is vital that in-
dustry and governments work 
together to ensure a clear and 
consistent message continues 
to be received by the general 
public of the important role 
played by farmers, cro� ers and 
growers – not just in terms of 
ensuring security of food sup-
ply but also with regard to the 
high provenance of domestic 
food and drink, produced to 
exacting standards.’

Jonnie Hall, NFU Scotland’s 
director of policy.

WANTED FOR BREAKING
Tractors, Diggers, Trucks 

and Heavy Plant.
1970 onwards. Any condition, worn out or

accident damaged.
Contact JOHN CRAIG at J CRAIG & SON

EASTER CLEVAGE FARM, 
DUNNING PERTH

Tel: Mobile 07774 629123  night 01764 684625
email jct8210@googlemail.com
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We are publishing this information in association with BID4OBAN and ObanFM, supported by the Scotland’s Towns Partnership. 
Helping to provide resilience for our local business community. Many of these businesses are working under extreme pressure to 
bring quality products and services to the people of Oban and beyond. Please remember to exercise caution when shopping and 

only shop for essential supplies. Along with our wonderful NHS sta� and carers, our local food, fuel, news platforms and home 
supply businesses are our community champions!OPEN FOR

Please feel free to get in touch with us if you would 
like to feature your business, or know a business that 
should be included. Email nmurphy@obantimes.
co.uk or get in touch via our Facebook page on 
messenger.
Let’s spread the word as much as we can!

SUPERMARKETS & FOODHALLS

Most superstores in town are operating crowd 
control measures to help manage social distancing 
and product quantity limits are in place. They are 
working tirelessly to restock shelves daily. Please be 
patient and kind.

TESCO
Mon-Sat 8am-10pm 
Sunday 10am-8pm 
Older, Vulnerable Customers - Mon, Wed, & Fri 
9am-10am 
NHS Sta� Tesco Sta� - Tues, Thurs & Sun 9am -10am 
Petrol Filling Station shop is closed but you will still 
be able to pay at the hatch.

LIDL 
9 Soroba Rd, Oban
Mon-Sat 8am-10pm
Sun 8am-8pm

ALDI 
Mon-Sat 9am-7pm 
Sunday 9am-6pm 
All day everyday key workers in the
NHS, Police and Fire Service will take priority ahead 
of queues into stores upon showing a valid ID. This is 
in addition to early access on a Sunday, where they 
can enter stores 30 minutes prior to opening. 
• 4 units on all products 
• 2 units per customer on nappies and baby 
products 
• 12 units per online order on wines or spirits, 4 
units instore.

MARKS AND SPENCER 
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm 
Sat 8am-7pm 
Sun 9am-6pm 
Older & Vulnerable Customers Mon & Thurs 
8am-9am 
NHS & Emergency services Tues & Fri 8am - 9am

FARMFOODS 
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm 
Sat 8am-7pm, Sun 9am-6pm

BOOKERS CASH AND CARRY
Booker in Oban are still supplying retailers and 
caterers throughout Oban and Argyll both through 
normal collect and existing delivered business. 
Open hours as follows: 
Mon-Fri 7.30am-3.00pm 
Sat 7.30am-2.00pm 
Sunday Closed 
Social distancing measures are in place with hand 
sanitiser for customer and colleague use to ensure 
we remain as safe as possible whilst trading through 
this situation.  

LOCAL FRESH FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIERS

Argyll has a unique natural larder and a range of 
passionate artisans and suppliers to choose from. 
With home deliveries too! 
 

JACKSON BUTCHERS 
Opening Hours
Monday - Closed
Tuesday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday 9am - 2pm 

O�ering FREE home delivery to
Oban - daily
Kilmore and Dunbeg - Wednesday
Connel, North Connel to Appin Thursday
Card Payments preferred. Call the shop on 01631 
562016 to place your order. We are open for 
customers who wish to visit the shop.  
Also taking phone orders for collection.

IAIN DARLING/WYNNE BUTCHERS 
9am-3pm 
To place orders call 01631 567400 
Cards payments preferred

TASTE OF ARGYLL 
Mon-Sat 9am-4pm 
Deliveries 
OBAN & KILMORE - Daily 
TAYNUILT - Tuesday 
BENDERLOCH & BARCALDINE - Friday 
To place your order call 07882226675. 
Fresh and frozen �sh, meats, veg, milk, breads, jams, 
co�ees, soaps, �ours, pasta, cakes, etc… 
*Pre ordered ready meals available

MILLSTONE WHOLEFOODS 
Millstones is open to customers 0915-1500 Mon-Sat.
Pre-order available but not essential.
Contact Saffron on 01631 562704 or email contact@
millstonewholefoods.co.uk

OBAN BEER SELLER 
Shop closed but order befor 6pm for next day supply 
-  email obanbeerseller@gmail.com for current list of 
stock 
0779 6418973

OBAN FOOD HUB 
Order by midnight Tuesday for pick up Thurs 
4pm-6pm at the Rockfield Centre
***VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE: COLLECTION @ 
ROCKFIELD CENTRE**
If you are collecting a veg or fruit box from Go 
Naked Veg tomorrow please bring a bag to take your 
veg/fruit home in. Due to the phenomenal amount 
of orders there are not enough boxes. Check out the 
Oban Food Hub Facebook page for strict guidelines 
on collection and delivery.

TASTE OF ARGYLL KITCHEN 
From Langoustine Curry to Highland Beefburgers - 
lots in between 
Friday night deliveries (free to Oban, £3 on outskirts) 
Tel: 07882226675

FROM CRATE TO GATE (THE OBAN INN)
Drinks supplies - for full menu see Oban Inn Facebook 
page
Home deliveries daily

D WATT & SON
The �shmonger on the railway pier is open Tues to 
Sat
9am to 1 p.m.
Customers can go to the shop or phone an order in 
to collect.
Telephone 01631 562358.
Fresh shell�sh and �sh daily.

TAKE-AWAY FOOD

CUAN MOR
Open for take-away and delivery
Thurs-Sun
5pm-9pm (line opens 3pm for ordering)
Tel: 01631 565078
See page 25 this week for full menu or visit Cuan 
Mor FB page 

GEORGE STREET FISH RESTAURANT AND 
TAKE-AWAY 
Open 12pm-8pm daily 
Tel 01631 566664 
Take-away only

OBAN GRILLHOUSE 
Open 7 days, 5pm-11pm 
Tel: 01631 358246 
Collection or delivery

CORIANDER 
Fri, Sat, Sun from 5pm 
Tel: 01631 570806 
Collection or delivery

PIAZZA 
From 5.30pm, Thurs-Sun 
Tel: 01631 563628 
Collection or delivery

KEBABISH OF OBAN
Open daily from 11am.
For full menu see this week’s Oban Times
Tel: 01631 566885
Order online at kebabishofoban.co.uk
Collection or fast delivery

OBAN FILLING STATION 
Hot �lled rolls, pies and sausage rolls etc 
Open 7am-6pm

BIRCHWOOD FILLING STATION 
Hot �lled rolls 
Open 7am-6pm

BOSSARDS PATISSERIE
Open
Monday- Saturday 9am - 4.30pm

BUILDING, TRADES, GARDENING & DIY

CITY PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
Closed doors – phone and email orders only 
EMERGENCY CALL OUT?
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU
WITH  OVER 20,000 SPARE PARTS TO GET THE JOB 
DONE
Browse online at www.cityplumbing.co.uk
Please call 01631 567640  for free click and collect 
Mon-Fri 
Kerbside deliveries available 
Tel: 01631 567640

CITY ELECTRICAL FACTORS 
Closed doors but open Mon-Fri 8am-5.30pm 
Telephone orders 01631 562362 
Email: sales.oban@cef.couk 
Along with the 5,000 unique lines we stock at the 
branch, our customers still have access to over 
30,000 product lines from www.cef.co.uk 
Delivery or collection

SCREWFIX 
Essential supplies only 
PPE equipment reserved for frontline personnel only 
Click and Collect service only 
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm Sun 
Tel: 03330 112112 
www.screw�x.com

HIGHLAND FASTENERS 
Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm 
Essential supplies only Tel: 01631 570584

HOWDEN’S JOINERY 
Essential supplies for the trade, housing associations 
etc. 
Closed doors but open 9-3 Mon-Fri via telephone/
email. 
Tel: 01631 567083 Email: oban@howdens.com

HOMEBASE OBAN
Open 10am-5pm daily
Card payment only
It would be useful if you could check the SKU code 
of the product you want from the website before 
coming to the store.

POPPIES GARDEN CENTRE
We are not open to the public however we are 
operating a order and collect service for the garden 
centre. We have been posting some of our stock on 
FB but it’s di�cult to show everything that’s available. 
Orders can be placed by phone: 01631565718.
Email : sales@poppiesgardencentrre.com
Or if preferred by messenger. Card details and a 
suitable pick up time can be arranged over the 
phone.

KINLOCHLAICH GARDEN CENTRE
We can deliver orders and can leave plants out for 
collection (see plant options on the Facebook page).
Orders via 07881525754 or email fiona@kinlochlaich.
plus.com(Opens in new tab) plants include 
vegetables, fruit, compost, shrubs, rhods, azaleas, 
alpines, and bedding plants

CRAIGARD DECOR
open 9.00am - 1.00pm, Mon - Sat on an order, pay 
and collect basis only - no customers will be allowed 
in the shop at this point.
To place an order please telephone the shop on 01631 
562680 or message us through Facebook.  Or email 
tonycave@aol.com(Opens in new tab).  For island 
services, where possible, Tony will liaise with local 
carriers for uplift and delivery.

GARAGES

RODDY’S GARAGE
Open but with limited sta�.
Booking ahead by telephone required.
Tel: 01631 565882

KWIK FIT 
NHS 10% discount on tyres, servicing and batteries 
Click HERE for discount 
Tel: 01631 566282

FLIT 
Essential vehicle hire only for front line sta� 
Visit Flit self drive Facebook page 
Email: �it@btconnect.com 
Tel: 07810391753

KERRIE’S TYRES 
We are staying open or available for anyone that 
needs assistance. 
Open 9am-1pm contactable by phone thereafter 
Tel: 07876762631

MCCONECHY’S  
Open as usual: Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm 
Sat until 12.30pm 
Tel: 01631 570047 
Email  oban@mcconechys.co.uk

MUNRO’S GARAGE 
Must pre-book , no walk-ins 
Tel: 01631 564463 to book your vehicles in.

MORRISON MOTORS 
Long term vehicle rentals 
Tel: 07825 581171

FIN’S PLACE
Open for essential servicing
Tyres, brakes, batteries etc

Tel: 01631 566 220 or 07766 757 013

TRAILWEST
Closed doors but open for essential services for repair 
plus new supply and hire to the agricultural industry 
by telephone. Tel: 01631 563638

LEGAL SERVICES

DM MACKINNON - SOLICITORS & NOTARIES
If you need to get in contact please call us on 01631 
563 014. If you are put through to our answering 
machine, we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
Alternatively, please email us at info@dmmk.co.uk 
and your email will be directed to an appropriate 
member of sta� who will respond to you at the 
earliest opportunity.



�e Oban Times
Thursday 2 July 2020 OPEN FOR BUSINESS  27

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

ANDERSON BANKS SOLICITORS & ESTATE 
AGENTS
(OBAN AND BENBECULA)
Due to Government guidelines our o�ces are 
currently closed to the public but our sta� are 
working remotely from home to continue to o�er 
the highest level of service.
Contact us on our usual numbers for telephone 
appts or Skype/Facetime video calls can be 
arranged.
Contact us:
www.andersonbanks.co.uk
Anderson Banks Facebook page.
Oban O�ce: 01631 563158 Email: info@andersonbanks.
co.uk
Benbecula o�ce: 01870 602061  
Email: uist@andersonbanks.co.uk

STEVENSON KENNEDY SOLICITORS
open for business as usual but our priority has to be 
the safety of our sta� and clients. The o�ce door is 
locked as recommended by the Authorities. 
We are here for you and can be in touch by phone, 
mobile, Skype etc. We realise that life and business 
must go on. We can still meet by appointment and 
at a safe distance.
Stay safe and well, Gordon, Sorley, Cat, Louise and 
Sarah.
Main o�ce line: 01631 562317
E-mail addresses:
gordon@stevensonkennedy.co.uk

MACPHEE & PARTNERS
Available: Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm
We remain fully available to assist with your legal 
and property matters – with protective measures 
in place. Providing a local and personal service in 
these di�cult times.
Tel: 01631 562308
Email: law@macphee.co.uk

E THORNTON AND CO, SOLICITORS AND ESTATE 
AGENTS 
We are open for business but the o�ce door is 
locked and we are seeing clients by appointment 
only. Please contact us by phone or email. Stay safe. 
Telephone: 01631 566771 
Email: info@ethornton.co.uk

INSURANCE

JELF CLARKE THOMSON
Open for Business As Usual.
O�ce is currently closed, but Jelf Clark Thomson 
sta� are working from home from 9am-5pm, 
Mon-Fri. If you email us, we will respond.
If you call us, the phone will be answered (or the call 
returned if a
message is left). Whether it’s the renewal of an 
existing policy, enquiries about new insurance 
arrangements, queries on cover or guidance on loss 
prevention and risk mitigation, we are here to help. 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
O�ce telephone number: 01631 567675 (please 
note calls to this number are being re-routed and 
thus will not always be answered immediately – 
please DO leave a message);
Graeme Bass mobile: 07872 131073

BANKS

ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND
Open for essential business:
Mon-Fri
10am - 3pm 
Tel: 0345 724 2424

BANK OF SCOTLAND
Open for essential business:
Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm
Tel: 0345 602 0000

CLYDESDALE BANK
Open for essential business
Mon-Fri
10am-2pm
Tel: 0345 602 0000

TSB
Open for essential business:
Mon-Fri 10am-4pm closed 12.30-1.30 for lunch
Tel: 01631 399 998

TAXIS - ESSENTIAL JOURNEYS ONLY
ARGYLL TAXIS 
Tel: 01631 565293

LORN TAXIS 
Tel: 01631 564744

OBAN TAXIS 
Tel: 01631 564148/566676/564666

ETIVE TAXIS 
Tel: 01631 566880 

FUEL/SERVICE STATIONS
BIRCHWOOD GARAGE 
Mon-Sat 7am-6pm

OBAN FILLING STATION 
Mon-Sat 7am-6pm, Sun 8am-6pm

HALFWAY HOUSE 
Mon-Sun 7am-7pm

WEST HIGHLAND GAS
Delivering to your door
Gates closed but open Tues-Fri, 8am-4.30pm.
Please call with your order  
Tel: 01631 564050

CHEMISTS & HEALTHCARE

Try to avoid contacting your pharmacy by 
telephone, unless it is essential. 
Most in town are operating crowd control measures 
to help manage social distancing: 
• Only order medication 1 week in advance of 
needing it; 
• Let your GP Practice know which pharmacy you’d 
like to collect this from; 
• And please be understanding of small delays at 
this time.

BOOTS THE CHEMIST, GEORGE STREET 
Mon-Sat 9am-4pm  
Closed 1.30pm-2.30pm for lunch

BOOTS THE CHEMIST, BESIDE DOCTORS 
Mon-Fri 11am-6pm 
Closed 1pm-2pm for lunch

GORDON’S CHEMIST 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
Closed 1pm-2pm for lunch

JOHN WALLACE OPTICIANS 
OBAN PRACTICE 
Telephone consultations only 
Tel: 01631 563170

SPECSAVERS 
Reduced sta� and hours, for emergency and 
essential eye care services.  
We are here behind closed doors for phone and 
video consultations and onward emergency referral 
to hospital eye service when needed.  

CONVENIENCE STORES/NEWSAGENTS

ALBANY STORES 
Mon-Sun 7am-6pm

SOROBA SHOP 
Mon-Sun 10am-8pm

McCOLLS Oban 
Mon-Sun 7am-8pm

DUNOLLIE SHOP 
Tues-Sat 10am-8pm, Sun & Mon 12pm-6pm

DUNBEG STORES 
Mon-Sun 8am till 8pm

CONNEL SHOP 
Mon-Fri 6am-4pm 
Sat 7.30am-1pm, Sun 7.30am-1pm 
In store post o�ce Mon-Sat 9am till 1pm

THE PINK SHOP, BENDERLOCH 
7.30am to 10.00pm daily.

BALVICAR STORES 
Mon - Thurs 8.30am - 6.00pm 
Fri 8.30am - 7.00pm 
Sat 9am - 7.00pm 
Sun 9.30am - 2pm 
A little light entertainment from Wendy on their 
Facebook page...

VETS AND PET SUPPLIES

PETS AT HOME 
Mon-Sat 9am- 6pm 
Sun 10am -5pm 
Crowd control system in place to help manage 
social distancing in stores

CREATURE COMFORTS 
9am until 2pm every day except Sunday 
Creature Comforts is your local pet shop for Oban & 
surrounding area. We stock feeds & accessories for 
all kinds of pets & wild birds.  
Mail order deliveries available.

KINTALINE FARM 
Mon-Sun 10am - 5pm by arrangement

OBAN VETERINARY SURGEONS 
All enquiries by telephone 01631 562876 or via 
www.obanvets.co.uk 

SHOPS AND ONLINE SHOPPING

OBAN MUSIC SHOP 
Oban Music is still trading through its web site:- 
www.musicscotland.com 
Tel: 01631 566304

ORSAY 
Trading online at www.orsayoban.co.uk.

SCOTTISH ISLAND JEWELLERY
Website : www.scottishislandjewellery.co.uk
And phone mail orders/enquires on 07760297957
Shop: 01631 570005 and
Mobile : 07760297957
scottishislandjewellery@gmail.com
http://scottishislandjewellery.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/
ScottishIslandJewellery1

THE JETTY GALLERY www.thejettygallery.com
email annie@thejettygallery.com
100, George St, Oban, PA344JL
Tel : 01631 570102

ALBA ART
Phone Graham on 07778003833 to discuss your 
requirements
Payment over the telephone and your goods 
delivered to your door

Delivery free in Oban.
Small charge for delivery outwith Oban

TRAVEL & LEISURE

ERIC SMITH TRAVEL
We are still open for new and existing bookings 
although agency closed at present. 
By email eric@gowestravel.co.uk,
dianne@gowestravel.co.uk
FB message ERIC SMITH TRAVEL

IT AND COMPUTER SERVICES

MATRIX COMPUTERS
Computer Support
Providing telephone and remote support to home 
and business customers. Limited o�ce/shop visits, 
strictly by appointment only. Please call to arrange 
�rst.
Tel: 01631 571571 
 Email: info@matrixcomputers.co.uk

OBAN COMPUTER SERVICES
Limited service for essential assistance
Tel: 01631 566561

TV AERIAL SERVICES 

MACLEOD TELEVISION LTD
TV Aerial Services
All our BSKYB customers need to book through 
BSKYB on 03442 41 41 41.
For enquiries: 
O�ce - 01631 54310 
Email - o�ce@mcleodtv.co.uk

QUANTITY SURVEYORS

MORHAM & BROTCHIE
We are open while working from home  - 9am till 
5.15pm Monday to Friday
Telephone:  01631 563 721
Email: admin@morhambro.co.uk

OTHER INFORMATION

WEST COAST MOTORS 
is now o�ering FREE travel to NHS and workers. The 
company is also working with local communities 
and o�ering a delivery service for those most 
vulnerable. Well done WCM!

ROYAL MAIL 
Royal Mail have restricted sorting o�ce hours to 
9am-11am. Closed Wed and Sun.

HOME-START LORN 
Are you �nding it di�cult with your children at 
home all day, need some adult conversation – our 
volunteers are here to help 
Tel: 07718 768305

HOPE KITCHEN 
Hope Kitchen is now delivering/providing food 
assistance to people who are experiencing �nancial 
di�culty at this time. Please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch either via messenger or on 01631 565730 if 
you �nd yourself short of essentials.
Those who can a�ord to pay for food but are 
self-isolating and unable to get supplies, Argyll 
and Bute Council has a dedicated phone line 01546 
605524 to help you.

Information correct at time of going to press. Check www.
obantimes.co.uk/openforbusiness for updated information. 
This page will run in the Oban Times every week for as long as 
necessary - printed information will be updated weekly.



Read about more inspiring GREAT stories at             greatbritaincampaign.com/inspirations

Headline to go here

Keep our distance, wash our hands,
think of others and play our part.

The GREAT and good of 
The UK Government has launched a campaign 
to shine a light on businesses and employees 

across the country who have responded to the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic in remarkable 
ways and are now going back to business. The 
GREAT Inspirations campaign will recognise 

companies that have gone above and beyond to 
continue to operate for their employees, serve 
their customers and contribute to their local 

communities. Here are some examples of the 
many thousands of companies that have proved 

to be an inspiration.

CASE STUDY
QUEEN’S HOTEL
ROOMS and pamper packages 
for NHS workers away from their 
families, prepping more than 
600 meals a week for vulnerable 
people in the community and 
projecting light shows every 
week for Clap for Carers are 
just some of the things one 
hotel team has done during the 
coronavirus outbreak.

The team at the Queens Hotel 
in Southsea have been working 
hard since lockdown began 
in March to support everyone 
in the community across 
Portsmouth.

Duty manager Megan Lockyer 
has been working with the small 
team who have welcomed more 
than 30 NHS workers to the 
hotel, which during the Second 
World War served as a hospital 
for recovering servicemen, for 
a place to rest away from their 
jobs.

Megan put a post on the 
Portsmouth Coronavirus 
Support Group on Facebook 
asking members to support her 
idea and it has since taken off 
with donations pouring in from 
individuals and businesses.

She said: “I watched the NHS 
workers come back to the hotel 

a�er a challenging day and I 
really wanted to let them know 
how much we appreciate what 
they are doing.

“I came up with the idea of 
making hampers for the NHS 
workers who are currently with 
us at the hotel.

“I shared my idea with the 
Facebook group and it was 
amazing how the community 
responded.

“The NHS staff had told us 
how sore their hands were due 
to constant washing and we 
were able to include aloe vera 
hand cream along with items 
such as face masks, relaxing 
bath gels, slippers and Easter 
eggs.”

Staff also worked with Medusa 
Hairdressing in Southsea to 
create more hampers which 
were distributed to key workers 
in local nursing homes.

The hotel’s managing director 
Farid Yeganeh said: “I am 
delighted with the small team 
we have working at the hotel 
who have ensured it is clean and 
safe for our NHS guests.”

More than 7,200 meals have 
been sent out in lockdown to 
vulnerable people around the 
city thanks to a collaboration 
between the hotel, a collective of 
voluntary organisations called 

Portsmouth Hive, Portsmouth 
City Council, NHS Portsmouth 
CCG, the charity arm of 
Portsmouth Football 
Club called Pompey 
in the Community, 
as well as Anghel 
Niko Nedelcu, 
head chef from 
Portsmouth’s 
Brasserie Blanc and 
Royal Beach Hotel head 
chef Paul Playford. The 
initiative received two £3,000 
anonymous donations, as well 

as food donations from local 
businesses including butchers 

Buckwells. Farid said: “We got 
an email from the council 

at the start of lockdown 
about whether any 
businesses had any 
stock that was going 
out of date. It just 

snowballed from there 
really and we teamed up 

with the Hive to get meals 
distributed and it means so 

much that we could help our 
community.”

Each week for Clap For 
Carers, projections showing 
support for the NHS were 
displayed on the Edwardian 
era hotel as part of the team’s 
commitment to supporting 
local health workers. Farid 
added: “I have always been 
aware that we have a really 
special team working at the 
hotel and this just underlines 
it. I look forward to being able 
to welcome back the whole 
Queens Hotel team once the 
lockdown is over.”

THERE FOR YOU: Queen’s Hotel lit up for the NHS and (inset) preparing food in the kitchen. PICTURE: QUEENS HOTEL SOUTHSEA

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION 



NEWTOWNARDS-BASED 
company Shnuggle diversified 
into making PPE when the 
coronavirus pandemic hit the 
firm’s core business.

Sinead and Adam Murphy 
were building the company into 
a leading name among parents 
with products such as an air 
bedside crib, air flow ma�ress, 
rocking stand, toddler baths, 
bath stands and many other 
creations.

But the growth was 
interrupted when Covid-19 
arrived in the UK, and the 
country went into lockdown.

Although UK sales remained 
strong, imports were hit and 
Shnuggle’s owners turned their 
a�ention to designing and 
creating a face covering that 
would help save lives.

Adam and Sinead quickly 
realised that they could help 
make a difference in the 
national effort to provide 
Personal Protective Equipment 
items. A�er taking measures 
needed to sustain the business, 
including taking advantage of 
UK Government furlough and 
business loan schemes, they set 

about creating and growing not-
for-profit business Hero Shield.

Adam said: “We had seen a 
few initiatives that had popped 
up all around the world.

“A lot were printing 3D face 
shields so we kind of sat down 
with our head of design who was 
on furlough and said, ‘can we 
come up with a design here that 
we could start producing at rock 
bo�om price and we’d prefer it 
to be a reusable one rather than 
a disposable one?’.

“We came up with designs 
over the course of a weekend, 
by Monday we had done 20 
different designs and 3D printed 
them on our prototyping 
printer and we’d put out a call 
on LinkedIn to local companies 
who wanted to get involved and 
within a very short space of 
time we had about 20 different 
businesses all saying, ‘Yep, we 
can do that bit and we’ll do it 
free of charge or we’ll do it at 
cost’.

“We said that we weren’t 
doing it to make money. We 
were trying to help the NHS 
and other care workers so we 
founded another company 
which was Hero Shield Ltd and 
we set it up as not for profit so 
nobody could take any money 

out of it. Alongside that we did a 
crowdfunder to cover the costs 
so we raised £35,000 in the end.

“We managed to produce 
and ship out about 100,000 face 
shields in about six weeks.”

Adam and Sinead are 
working to secure charitable 
status for Hero Shield Ltd, 
which is still running on a 
non-profit basis, and is now 
focussing more on charities and 
care services that don’t have the 
funds for whatever PPE they 
might need to get back up and 
running.

Sinead said: “The businesses 
that were actually producing 
the face shields, we passed 
the orders to them and they 
have turned it into more of a 
commercial venture because 
we got a massive order from the 
NHS.

“It was worth shy of £1m and 
we needed to focus back on 
Shnuggles, so we passed it over 
to them and they pay a royalty 
into the Hero Shield charity for 
every one that they make.”

So having helped the NHS in 
Northern Ireland, Adam and 
Sinead are now focused again 
on their core business – creating 
and marketing clever products 
for babies and children.

DREAM TEAM: The Shnuggle staff.

CASE STUDY
SHNUGGLE

Read about more inspiring GREAT stories at             greatbritaincampaign.com/inspirations

WHEN coronavirus started 
appearing in Inverness, care home 
manager Victoria Connolly was 
determined no one who worked or 
lived there would fall ill. 

So she asked the staff of the 
Isobel Fraser home in Inverness 
if they’d be prepared to live onsite 
and was thrilled when 14 said they 
would. 

But then came the problem of 
where to put them. 

The 38-year-old said: “There are 
a couple of rooms upstairs I could fit 
six people into. But then I thought, 
‘Where am I going to put everyone 
else?’”

“I have a friend with a 
campervan so I phoned her and 
asked if we could use it. She agreed 
but I needed more so she 
suggested I hire one.”

Victoria got 
in touch with 
Highland Auto 
Campers whose 
owner Mark 
Jarra�, 44, 
immediately 
agreed to hire 
her three vehicles 
for cost. 

While they’d 
normally charge £130 a 
night for their practically-new fleet, 
the care home got them for just 
£250 each a week. 

Mark says: “We’ve only been 
going two years but earlier this year, 
things were going well – March was 
picking up and April and May were 
fully booked. 

“But we only get an eight-month 
window to make our money because 
of the tourist season so lockdown 
came at the worst time for us, 
the start of our season and was a 
complete disaster. 

“Then around April 14, we got a 
call from the Isobel Fraser home. 

Stories were, by then, beginning to 
emerge that some care homes had 
been really badly hit by coronavirus. 

“They said that while the home 
was free of coronavirus, they knew 
they needed to take steps to keep 
both staff and residents virus free 
and by providing accommodation 
for their staff on site. They wanted 
to rent three of our vans to do this. 

“We were surprised to get the 
phone call – there are a lot of similar 
companies in the area – but quite 
pleased and we immediately agreed 
to assist in any way that we could. 
We just wanted to help. 

“It was also a win-win situation 
for us. The campervans hadn’t been 
used for a few weeks, they were 
just si�ing quarantined and this was 
income – not a great deal of income 
but be�er than nothing.

“Even though they hadn’t been 
used for weeks, and one was so new 

it had never been used, we 
gave them a thorough 

clean before driving 
them over and 

se�ing them up. 
“The staff 

and some of the 
residents were 
quite excited 

when we arrived 
and were looking 

out of the windows.”
Six care home 

staff slept in the vans for 
between three and five weeks.  

Manager Victoria said: “They really 
enjoyed it – they were warm and 
comfortable. Most have said they’d 
take them out on holiday!”

The care home, which has 27 
residents, hasn’t had a single case of 
coronavirus.  Mark said: “We were 
really proud to have been able to 
help. It’s good to do something for 
the community.

CASE STUDY
HIGHLAND AUTO 
CAMPERS

TEAMING UP: Highland Auto 
Campers owner Mark Jarra� with 
girlfriend Alicia. 

Headline to go here

Keep our distance, wash our hands,
think of others and play our part.

The GREAT and good of inspirational businesses

WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       



T: 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 
4 vehicles, Landrovers, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etcand all 4 x 
4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures, High Mileage. 
etc considered. Best prices paid. 

Will collect.

WANTED
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INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Tel:  07803 525483

ARGOCAT MAGNUM FOR SALE.
Well maintained. 920 hours. 
Located KW13 6YT. Photos 

available.
Buyer arranges collection.

£2800 ono

Contact 01770 870207 (Arran)

MITSUBISHI L200 4X4 2015

28000 miles
FSH, Towbar 
(not � tted)

£9000 plus VAT

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
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Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans 
and motor homes, 
campers etc, high 

mileage, MOT 
failures or damp, all 

considered, any make 
or model, will travel. 

M: 07885 203020
Email: 

gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of  4x4’s, motor 
homes and caravanettes. 
Cash waiting. Any age or 

condition.  
We also buy water damaged 

or in need of repair. 
Also all types of touring 

caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTEDWANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Tel:  07745 656027

BOAT FOR SALE. 19FT ORKNEY.
Extra strong commercial hull. 

40HP Mariner and 5HP Evinrude 
auxiliary. Galvanised trailer. All 

in very good condition. 7ft GRP 
tender included in sale. 

£8500 ono

Tel:  07747 086163

12’9” ALL-WEATHER GRP DINGHY
Removable/folding cuddy; ample 

lockers; fuel tank; ballasted double-skin 
hull for stability; � at � oor; auto-bilge 

pump; road trailer with winch, fenders, 
anchors, ropes, oars.

£1200 ono

Tel:  01631 720414

13FT ORKNEY SPINNER
Immaculate condition 

comes with oars and raulics.
Trailer and outboard 

available but not included 
in the price.

£750 ono

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other 
codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertise-
ment by giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of 
an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertise-
ment or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or 
make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 

refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an adminis-
tration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the 
right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 
Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post 
Office. http://termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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PUBLIC NOTICES

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

GW MacCorquodale, 
Ardtur, 0.122 ha, Proposed 
new development, with 
fencing and use conditions 
(101557)
Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk  

PROPERTY

Reference Number

20/02207/FUL

20/02219/PIP

20/02154/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days & 30 days for application 20/02154/FUL
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of house

Erection of a house

Lateral extension to and further workings 
at existing Banavie Quarry to incorporate 
revised working and progressive restoration; 
Proposed extraction rate of up to 80,000 
tonnes per annum and extension of 
operational lifespan to 2045

Land to North East of Holly House
Gairlochy, Spean Bridge

Land 40M NW Of
Cooinda, Morar

Banavie Quarry
Fort William

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
TOWN and COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2017
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (MISCELLANEOUS TEMPORARY MODIFICATIONS) 

(CORONAVIRUS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2020

APPLICATION FOR LATERAL EXTENSION TO, AND FURTHER WORKINGS AT EXISTING BANAVIE 
QUARRY TO INCORPORATE REVISED WORKING AND PROGRESSIVE RESTORATION; PROPOSED 
EXTRACTION RATE OF UP TO 80,000 TONNES PER ANNUM AND EXTENSION OF OPERATIONAL 

LIFESPAN TO 2045 AT BANAVIE QUARRY, BANAVIE, FORT WILLIAM

The Council has received an application from Breedon Northern Ltd on land at Banavie Quarry, Banavie, Fort 
William.  The application is development falling within the Regulations as Environmental Impact Assessment 
development and accordingly is supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report. The application 
reference number is 20/02154/FUL.

A copy of the application, with a plan showing the land to which it relates, together with a copy of the EIA 
Report discussing the proposals in more detail and presenting an analysis of the environmental implications, 
would normally be available for public inspection in person.  In line with the Town and Country Planning 
(Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020, the EIA Report is 
only available to view online. 

The EIA Report can be accessed online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search using application 
number 20/02154/FUL).

Copies of the EIA Report may be obtained at a cost of £15 per CD and £250 per paper copy from:  Stephenson 
Halliday Ltd, 7th Floor, Atlantic House, 45 Hope Street, Glasgow, G2 6AE;  Tel:   0141 204 7900; or by e-mail: 
info@stephenson-halliday.com

Any person who wishes to make a representation on the application, can make them online by visiting http://
wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ or by writing to The Head of Planning and Building Standards, ePlanning Centre, 
The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX.  The deadline for receipt of comments is 30 
days from the date of publication of this notice.

The Council will acknowledge receipt of comments but is unable to respond individually to points or 
questions raised.  Please note that your comments will be published online.  Please quote the application 
reference number in your correspondence.  

Malcolm Macleod
Executive Chief Officer - Infrastructure and Environment

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/00969/PPP Site for the erection  

of dwellinghouse
Land East Of Ar 
Dachaidh Benderloch 
Argyll And Bute 

20/00994/PPP Site for the erection  
of 2 dwellinghouses

Land North Of Lower 
Achachenna Kilchrenan 
Taynuilt Argyll And Bute 
PA35 1HG 

20/00962/PP Erection of 2 
dwellinghouses, 
installation of septic tanks, 
air source heat pumps and 
formation of access

Plots 1 And 2 Land West 
Of Balure Cottages 
Toberonochy Isle Of 
Luing Oban Argyll And 
Bute 

20/00985/PP Change of use of chalet to 
cafe (class 3), formation of 
access ramp and deck area

Chalet 1 Kilmelford 
Yacht Haven Kilmelford 
Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 4XD 

20/00955/LIB Erection of fascia sign 
(illuminated)

Perle Oban Hotel Station 
Road Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 5RT 

20/01055/PP Renewal of planning 
permission reference 
17/01651/PP (Alterations 
and extensions to 
dwellinghouse, including 
erection of porch)

Innishmore Ellenabeich 
Isle Of Seil Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA34 4RQ 

20/00938/PP Formation of access track 
(1926 metres in length)

Land Off The A846 
Between Ardlussa And 
Tarbert Isle Of Jura 
Argyll And Bute 

20/00959/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank 
and upgrading works to 
access and track

Land North West Of 
Crackaig House 
Craighouse Isle Of Jura 
Argyll And Bute 

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any 
letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process 
postal mail is restricted. 
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, 

AS AMENDED
ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF THE MAKING OF A 
REVOCATION ORDER or MODIFICATION ORDER
Planning Permission for Erection of telecommunications equipment 
compound with 15 metre high lattice tower, associated works and 
formation of vehicular access at land west of Beinn Bheag Gruline Isle 
of Mull Argyll and Bute
REFERENCE NUMBER: 19/00439/PP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an 
order under section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 
Act 1997 to revoke the above planning permission.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the 
occupier of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s opinion will 
be affected by the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a person appointed 
by the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish 
Ministers, Planning and Architecture Division, Planning Decisions, 
2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ not later than  
30th July 2020.
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect 
by virtue of the provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 on 13th August 2020 without being 
confirmed by The Scottish Ministers.
Date 2nd July 2020
David Logan, Head of Legal and Regulatory Support, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 
FOR LET

TO LET – OBAN
MODERN SELF‐CONTAINED

BUSINESS SUITE
WITH AMPLE PRIVATE CAR PARKING
COMPETITIVE TERMS & INCENTIVES 

AVAILABLE
Tel: 07834 729 303

Suitable for a variety of uses including: ‐ 
o�  ces, consultancy, medical/dental clinic, 

IT workshop, trade counter, � le storage

TO LET - LOCHGILPHEAD
1,060sqft Workshop

Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead
Attractive terms, Flexible Lease Length

Tel: 07834 729 303 
Email: units@kilmoryindustrial.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, 

AS AMENDED
ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF THE MAKING OF A 
REVOCATION ORDER or MODIFICATION ORDER
Planning Permission for Erection of telecommunications equipment 
compound with 15 metre high mast and associated works at Land 
approximately 1800 metres south west of Ishriff Glen More Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute
REFERENCE NUMBER: 19/01173/PP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an 
order under section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 
Act 1997 to revoke the above planning permission.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the 
occupier of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s opinion will 
be affected by the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a person appointed 
by the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish 
Ministers, Planning and Architecture Division, Planning Decisions, 
2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ not later than  
30th July 2020.
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by 
virtue of the provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 on 13th August 2020 without being 
confirmed by The Scottish Ministers.
Date 2nd July 2020
David Logan, Head of Legal and Regulatory Support, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr & Mrs C Rozga have 
registered their croft Orca 
Croft, Ardmenish, Jura 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 25th March 
2021.
Details of the registration 
can be found at http://
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C7005.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Camus Contracts Ltd of Unit 4, Annat Industrial 
Estate, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NA is ap-
plying for a licence to use Old Water Treatment 
Works, Annat Industrial Estate, Corpach, Fort 
William, PH33 7NA as an operating centre for 2 
goods vehicles and 3 trailers.
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that their 
use or enjoyment of that land would be a� ected, 
should make written representations to the Tra�  c 
Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 
21 days of this notice. Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of their representations to 
the applicant at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Tra�  c Commissioner’s O�  ce.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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RECRUITMENT
North Argyll House

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Currently recruiting for: 

Senior Carer - £10.88 per hour
 Qualification; Nursing or SVQ level 3 in health 

and social care essential.

Care Assistant from £9.18
Experience not essential as training will be given.

Full and part-time permanent positions. 
Good pay and conditions.  

Paid breaks and pension scheme.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Experienced Stockman
We have a vacancy for an Experienced Stockman 
at Carskiey Estate near Campbeltown, Argyll. The 
successful candidate will report to the farm manager.
We currently run around 200 head of Aberdeen Angus 
X cows with followers. All cattle are housed during the 
winter in a range of modern farm buildings.
You will preferably have a recognised qualification 
and be experienced in all aspects of cattle husbandry 
and be competent with modern machinery as well as 
general farm work.
You will have a positive and enthusiastic manner and 
be able to work in a small multi-skilled team with a 
flexible hands on approach to stock farming and 
estate work.
The successful candidate must also possess a full 
driving licence and be prepared to make Carskiey 
their home.
Carskiey Partners offer an excellent employment 
package including pension and family housing in a 
vibrant and scenic rural community.
Please email your CV to David Soudan at 
carskiey@gmail.com or telephone 01586 830352

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






SITE MANAGER
We are looking for an experienced Site 
Manager to join our team in the Oban area. 
The successful candidate will be responsible 
for organising & monitoring progress, meeting 
deadlines and ensuring a safe working 
environment. This a full time/permanent 
position 8am-5.30pm (Mon-Fri).

Please send CV to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or 
call 01546 602989 for further information.

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES

PERSONAL NOTICE

METALS WANTED SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

REMOVAL & STORAGE

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of 
all confidential 

material from your 
home or office.

Collection service 
available.

MOBILITY
I am looking for 

someone with sailing 
experience to join me on 
a 31ft yacht sailing in the 

Western Isles.
Telephone: 

07751 882760
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 

 

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

DEATHS
FLEMING - Robert (Robin) 
CBE DL of Black Mount, 
Argyll, died peacefully at 
home on June 26, 2020, aged 
87.  Adored husband of Vicky, 
much loved father and grand-
father to Joanna, Philip, Rory 
and his seven grandchildren. 
Private funeral, immediate 
family only.
MACEACHEN - Peacefully at 
home, a� er a long illness borne 
bravely and with dignity, and 
surrounded by his family, on 
Saturday, June 27, 2020, in 
his 64th year. Son of the late 
Betty and Ewen, brother of 
Iain, cherished husband of 
Jean, beloved dad of Jacqueline 
and Andrew and proud 
papa of Callan and Jamie.  A 
private burial will take place 
in accordance with current 
restrictions, and a memorial 
service will be held when we 
can all be together again. 
THOMSON - Peacefully, 
while in the tender care of 
Cornhill Macmillan, Perth, 
on Wednesday, June 24, 2020. 
Sandy, of Wester Kincardine, 
Crie� , contract plant oper-

ator, dearly beloved partner 
of Linda, devoted stepdad, 
special grampa of Ellie, Jessica 
and Ella, sadly missed cousin 
of Mary and Jane, best pal 
of Mike and true friend to all 
who knew him. Donations, if 
so desired, in aid of Cornhill 
Macmillan Cancer Support, 
online via www.macmillan.
org.uk. Funeral service private 
in accordance with guidance 
on public gatherings.
TINDALL - Peacefully, in the 
wonderful care of Eadar Glinn, 
on Friday, June 26, 2020, aged 
85 years, Maurice Allan, 12 
Cro�  Avenue, Oban, beloved 
husband of Mary, dearly loved 
dad of Maureen and David, 
father-in-law of Fiona and 
cherished papa to Abigail 
and Lewis. A private funeral 
took place in accordance with 
current restrictions. A remem-
brance service will take place 
when restrictions allow.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
ALEXANDER - June’s family 
would like to thank everyone 
for messages, cards, � owers 
and all who paid their respects 
during her � nal journey 

through town and at Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.  Our thanks to Rev. 
Stuart Lawson for comforting 
and compassionate graveside 
service and Hamish Hoey & 
Son for their respectful han-
dling of funeral arrangements.
CAMPBELL - � e family of 
Mary Kate Campbell would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for the 
many expressions of sympathy, 
� owers, cards and phone 
calls following the loss of our 
beloved mum. We would also 
like to express our appreciation 
to everyone who paid their 
respects at the roadside in 
Eriskay, Uist and Oban. � ank 
you to Neil MacIntyre, South 
Uist and Hamish Hoey in Oban 
for their caring and e�  cient 
service. A special thank you to 
Fr Ross in Eriskay and Fr James 
in Oban for the comforting 
words and services. � ank you 
to Petals for the beautiful � ow-
ers and to Gavin MacMillan 
for his brilliant piping. Our 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude 
to the sta�  at Sacred Heart 
House, South Uist for looking 
a� er our mum so well for her 
last few months.

MEMORIAMS
BROWN - Remembering with 
love a very dear mum, gran 
and great-gran, Annie who 
passed away on July 4, 2002, 
also my dear father, Lachlan 
passed away on July 2, 1972.
Our thoughts today are of a 
lonely grave
Of parents I loved but could 
not save
Where hearts of gold are laid 
to rest
God bless you both you were 
the best.
- Inserted by their loving 
son Lachie, daughter-in-law 
Sandra and family.
CAMERON – In loving mem-
ory of our dear mum and nana 
Annette, who passed away 

June 30, 2013 and our dad and 
papa Ian, on April 2, 1997.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
-  Mairi, Margaret, John and 
families.
CRAIG - Remembering 
Johnnie, a loving husband, dad 
and Papay, who passed away 
on July 2, 2017.
Sad are the hearts that loved 
you
Sad are the tears that fall
But living our lives without 
you
Is the saddest part of all.
Treasured memories.
- Love Isobel, Shirley, David, 
Nicole and Kian xxx
CRAIG –  In memory of a very 
special brother-in-law, John.

No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
Simply the best.
- From Moira, George and 
family.
MACINNES - Precious mem-
ories of my loving husband 
Eoghan (formerly of Isle of 
Luing), died July 2, 2006. 
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Mairi, Strollamus.
TURNER - Treasured memo-
ries of Dennis, a dearly loved 
husband and dad, who died 
July 3, 1993.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
-   Elizabeth, Julie and Steven.
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

A unique and lasting tribute to your loved one

Contact Linnie Quail on 07774705783 or linnie@johnfraserandson.com

Browse our range of memorials on our website at www.johnfraserandson.com

Four generations of the Fraser family have offered personal, professional funeral services 
to the Highland community for over 135 years. We hold an extensive range of  

memorial designs in different granites.

Our large stock means that turnaround time is minimised. Prices start at £750 and include 
unlimited lettering, design, flower vase, installation at any cemetery in mainland Highlands, 

VAT and the cemetery fee. Bespoke options and restoration are also available. 

Linnie Quail, our Lochaber representative, is available to talk about our memorial  
options on the phone, Zoom or Skype until house visits are possible. 

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
� is virus is invisible to the 
naked eye and its power to 
change our lives is surreal.

It’s no wonder that there is 
a certain number of deniers 
as to the need for physical 
distancing and it’s no wonder 
that some people have acted 
foolishly as the lockdown 
eases.

� ere is another power invis-
ible to even the most powerful 
microscopes and that is the 
spiritual power that holds us 
together as families, commu-
nities and nations.

We can see the results of 
unhealthy and unholy spirits 
– drunken parties, crowded 

beaches, excessive speed on 
the roads and highways, po-
litical and economic fears that 
deny the need for distancing 
or are in too big of a hurry to 
‘open-up’.

I have been blessed to see 
in my family, my village, 
in Argyll and in Scotland a 
healthy and Holy Spirit at 
work. I have seen what the 
Apostle Paul calls the fruits 
of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. � ose before me 
have remarked on the neigh-
bourly concern that has been 
made manifest during these 

days. I experience and hear 
stories of sacri� cial love and 
concern being made manifest.

As we enter the di�  cult 
phase of reopening, may we 
not weary of doing good and 
praying for each other as the 
days ahead test our patience 
and endurance. May we be 
kind to and pray for our var-
ious community and political 
leaders as they learn their way 
forward in leadership. And 
may God’s love � ll your heart 
that you will have unseen 
power to deal with the unseen.

Reverend Tom Telfer,
Kilchrenan and Dalavich 

l/w Muckairn

Pet ban plan for dogs attacking sheep
Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron  is 
urging local people to submit 
their views on proposals 
to strengthen penalties on 
dog-owners whose pets attack 
livestock, writes Ellis Butcher.

� e Scottish Parliament is 
carrying out a consultation 
until August 28 and wants 

to hear people’s views on the 
subject. 

Mr Cameron said the 
proposals include banning 
convicted persons of owning a 
dog as well as the introduction 
of � nes of up to £5,000 or six 
months imprisonment.

He commented: ‘I welcome 
this initiative as we have had 

some serious incidents locally 
of livestock worrying which 
has caused great su� ering 
to the animals concerned, 
as well as a loss of income to 
local farmers and cro� ers.

If you would like to voice an 
opinion you can do so via the 
following email address: rec.
committee@parliament.scot

Proposals to 
crackdown on 
o� enders could 
include banning 
a person from 
owning a dog 
as well as the 
introduction 
of � nes of up 
to £5,000 or 
six months 
imprisonment.
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FRIDAY FORECASTTide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 2, 2020 are listed below with 
diff erences for major ports listed underneath. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

TIDES

HIGH LOW

14 12
MPH14

Tidal Constants: 
(Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Thursday July 2, 2020

OBAN WEATHERThur 03:13 3.4 09:40 1.2
 15:49 3.4 21:44 1.1
Fri 04:07 3.5 10:30 1.1
 16:34 3.6 22:41 1.0
Sat 04:54 3.6 11:15 0.9
 17:16 3.8 23.33 0.9
Sun **:** *.* 05:37 3.7
 11:58 0.9 17:56 3.9
Mon 00:20 0.9 06:17  3.7
 12:39 0.8 18:36 4.0
Tues 01.05 0.9 06.55 3.6 
 13.20 0.9 19.15 3.9
Wed 01.48 1.0 07.32 3.5
 13.59 1.0 19.54 3.8

Island pupils hone their 
skills at virtual sports
Pupils at Tobermory High 
School incorporated a lock-
down theme into their recent 
virtual sports day.

As well as digging out their 
red, green, and yellow t-shirts, 
representing Ulva, Sta� a and 
Iona Houses, face paints, toilet 
rolls and wheelie bins were 
also utilised at this year’s week- 
long competition.

PE teacher Miss MacGillivray 
explained: ‘We didn’t want this 
year to be any di� erent and we 
certainly didn’t want COVID 

Alexander gets inspired above Tobermory. Inset: Ellie representing Iona House from her garden.

green, yellow and red bunting 
and signs.

Pupils from P7 to S6 partici-
pated in a variety of activities, 
from the more traditional 5k 
run, triple jump, and long 
jump, to the inventive and 
enjoyable binball, sock sling, 
toilet drop and tin can alley.

‘� is brought out the more 
competitive side of sta� , fam-
ily members, and even pets,’ 
added Miss MacGillivray.

‘A huge thank you goes 
to all of our students 
and their families who 
participated in the 
event, and were such 
great sports’

to stop us having some fun.
� e sports day committee put 
their thinking caps on and 
decided to run a virtual sports 
week. Students and sta�  nom-
inated house captains to lead 
the way and the preparations 
began.’

Students signed up for 
competitive and fun events via 
Google Classroom, and sta�  
provided instructional videos 
on how to carry out the events 
at home. Word quickly spread 
throughout the communities 
of Mull and it was not long 
before streets were lined with 

‘� ere was also a relay, which 
involved students creatively 
putting together six videos 
of individual students doing 
a 100m sprint on the spot to 
produce a team time!’

Students were awarded a 
house point for every event 
they participated in, with bo-
nus points for those � nishing 
� rst, second, and third in each 
event. Photographs and videos 
of themselves and their fam-

ilies competing were shared 
through Google Classroom.

Miss MacGillivray contin-
ued: ‘� is generated a strong 
sense of community spirit and 
togetherness, even though we 
had to participate virtually and 
in isolation from one another. 
� e competitiveness between 
our three houses was still very 
much in evidence.

‘A huge thank you goes to 
all of our students and their 

families who participated in 
the event, and were such great 
sports. � anks, too, to those in 
the community who showed 
support in Tobermory and 
beyond. Finally, thank you 
to all the sta�  who made this 
event possible, and whose con-
tributions were outstanding 
support and encouragement 
for our young people.’

Final scores: 1, Ulva 292; 2, 
Sta� a 247; 3, Iona 227.

Oban golfer Bob MacIntyre 
was handed a ‘Major’ boost 
when the Glencruitten 
left-hander gained a place in 
the US Open.

Organisers announced 
the 144-man � eld would be 
made up of exempt players 
after COVID-19 forced the 
qualifying to be scrapped.

The US PGA con� rmed the 
top 70 in the world when golf 
shut down in March will be at 
Winged Foot in New York on 
September 17 instead of the 
usual 60.

Bob is world No 67 and 
can now look forward to his 
� rst US Open and his second 
Major, having tied in sixth 
place in The Open at Royal 
Portrush last summer.

Like the majority of the play-
ers on the European Tour, Bob 
hasn’t played competitive 
golf since the � nal round of 
the Qatar Masters on March 8, 
after which the tour went into 
coronavirus lockdown, but he 
will get back to action at the 
Austrian Open taking place at  
Atzenbrugg from July 9-12. 

Bob seals 
place at
US Open

Bob MacIntyre.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

THURSDAY 
Sunny intervals and a gentle breeze.
Temperatures 10°C to 15ºC.
FRIDAY 
Heavy rain and a moderate breeze 12°C to 
14ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK 
Saturday 
Light rain and a moderate breeze 11°C to 14ºC.
Sunday
Drizzle and a moderate breeze 10°C to 15ºC.



Lochailort couple John and Jan 
Bryden could do little more 
than watch helplessly as thou-
sands of gallons of water and 
huge boulders swept through 
their property last week, 
destroying a lifetime’s work 
dedicated to their children’s 
charity.

� e Brydens had put their 
heart and souls into building 
Kirsty’s Kids retreat, for use 
by disabled children and their 
families, and which was run in 
memory of their late daughter, 
Kirsty.

Little was le�  of the model 
village the couple had 
painstakingly created, while 
substantial structural damage 
was caused to various build-
ings, including a hydrother-
apy centre for youngsters, a 
greenhouse, and garage as the 
torrent cascaded down the hill 
behind their home.

Most of the work John and 
Jan had done to ensure their 

garden had full wheelchair ac-
cess was also wrecked. Kirsty’s 
Kids came into being a decade 
ago to honour the memory of 
19-year-old Kirsty, who was 
killed when her car skidded 
into the loch just a few miles 

from home.
Kirsty, who worked with her 

dad in his business of drying 
and repairing � ood damaged 
properties, had already spent 
time in Mozambique working 
with youngsters and also 

helped sick children and their 
families in Scotland. � e char-
ity was set up to continue her 
good work.

In the early days John and 
Jan travelled the world on 
what was Kirsty’s motorcycle, 

raising a massive   £100,000 to 
set up and run the charity.

� ey also moved out of their 
own home into a � at above 
their garage so the main prop-
erty could be used by visiting 
children and their families.

With the help of volunteers 
almost everything in the 
garden was specially hand-
made, from quiet seating 
areas and accessible buildings 
to a   model railway, which 
could be remotely operated 
by a child in wheelchair as 
they followed alongside, even 
passing a miniature ‘Harry 
Potter’ Glen� nnan viaduct and 
highland village.

All this now lies in ruins. 
A dejected John told us: 
‘Last � ursday I was in the 
workshop making parts for 
the model railway when there 
was a loud crack and a bolt of 
lighting shot across the room 
from the metal stove, luckily 
not towards me.

‘I ran outside and the rain 
was just pouring down, heav-
ier than I have ever seen it 
anywhere in the world. � ere 

was also a huge rushing noise, 
so loud that Jan couldn’t even 
hear me shouting to her.

‘� inking the bridge under 
the main road may be blocked 
I ran down the drive but only 
managed a few feet before I was 
literally waist deep in water.

‘When I forced my way back 
to the house I found that the 
wall under our � at actually was 
cracked and the ground � oor 
door was burst in the middle 
- from the inside outwards. 
Given the force of the water it 
was a miracle we weren’t swept 
away.’

John estimates that in just a 
few minutes there must have 
been tens of thousands gallons 
of water sweeping all before it. 
Its destructive power was such 
that it gouged out a 30-foot 
deep ravine through solid 
rock where there had previ-
ously been a small burn and 
waterfall popular with visiting 
youngsters.

‘Boulders the size of wheelie 
bins were carried along as if 
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Pressure 
pays o�  
for Caol 
campaigners

High Street 
starts to 
see return  
to life

Flood hit charity vows to 
carry on despite devastation

Jan and John Bryden, founders of the Kirsty’s Kids Charity. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

by Mark Entwistle 
and Iain Ferguson

Continued on page seven.
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Travis Perkins 
says Fort store 
‘will not close’
A� er news that nationwide 
builders merchants Travis 
Perkins was looking at 
possibly closing as many as 
165 of its branches across the 
UK due to the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
company’s regional director 
for North Scotland says the 
store in Fort William will not 
be among them.

Jim Downie contacted the 
Lochaber Times to give the 
assurance a� er we quoted 
the company as saying that it 
was still too early to comment 
on whether the Fort William 
branch on the Ben Nevis 
Industrial Estate would be 
included in the 165 at risk.

Mr Downie told us: ‘ I read 
your article in the Oban 
Times (sic) and just wanted 
to con� rm that our Fort 
William branch will not 
close.’

KEEPINTOUCH
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

It was still quiet in Fort 
William’s High Street at the 
start of this week, despite 
non-essential retailers now 
being allowed to open their 
doors following a relaxation of 
more coronavirus lockdown 
restrictions.

However, the wet weather 
at the start of the week will 
have dissuaded some shoppers 
from braving the elements 
and things are expected to 
get busier as we approach 
the easing of restrictions 
on tourism businesses 
from tomorrow (Friday).
Among the local businesses 
once again welcoming cus-
tomers was Nevis Bakery on 
the High Street. owner Archie 
Paterson told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘It is not a great day to 
open with the rain teaming 

down, but hopefully it will dry 
up shortly.

‘I’m not to sure how things 
will go, but we have to start 
somewhere. I think it will take 
a couple of weeks to get back 
to normal and we need a spell 
of good weather to get things 
moving again.’

The Highland Bookshop sta�  were delighted to be open again, left; and above right, 
shoppers were pleased to see the popular Granite House open again. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

High Street starts to come 
back to life after lockdown

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Nevis Bakery was among 
the shops reopening this 
week, with sta�  welcoming 
customers back. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, alba.photos

Gallery in the Fort was among the shops open again. Photograph: Iain Fegruson, alba.photos
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Public ownership on the 
cards for Skye care home
Negotiations to move 
Home Farm Care 
Home in Portree 
into public 
ownership are 
under way 
a c c o r d i n g 
to Skye and 
Lochaber MP 
Ian Blackford.

A courtroom 
in Inverness Sheri�  
Court heard last Wednesday 
June 24, that current operators 
HC-One, have been asked to 
provide information within 
the next three weeks about the 
long-term running of the care 
home.

An initial agreement allowed 
HC-One, with assistance from 
NHS Highland, three weeks to 
address all concerns in order to 
minimise disruption. However, 
it now appears that talks are 
well under way to transfer full 
ownership to the public health 
body.

Speaking following the court 
case, Mr Blackford said: ‘I am 
delighted that today’s court ac-
tion paves the way for transfer 
of ownership of Home Farm 
Care Home on Skye to NHS 
Highland.

‘� is is a good day for the 

island. I would like to 
place on record my 

thanks to NHS 
Highland and 
to the Scottish 
G over n ment 
for the leader-
ship they have 

shown through-
out this process.
‘� e priority for 

me has always been 
that residents are supported 
and receive the � rst-class care 
that we would all expect to be 
delivered. I know this has been 
a worrying time for everyone 
involved, however, I hope that 
as the home is passed into the 
ownership of NHS Highland 
this gives peace of my mind 
to those a� ected that the best 
possible care will be delivered.

‘What is important now is 
that HC-One, the current own-
ers, must graciously step aside 
and that is done at a modest 
price as the care home is passed 
over into public hands.’

� e Isle of Skye-based centre 
has been in the news in recent 
months a� er the untimely 
death of 10 residents from 
Covid-19. An inspection by 
the Care Inspectorate raised 
‘serious and signi� cant con-

cerns’ on the ability of private 
company to provide su�  cient 
levels of care to the residents 
and doubts were raised locally 
in the a� ermath of the out-
break of the suitability of the 
company as an on- going care 
provider at the home.

Labour MSP Rhoda Grant, 
however, believes the decision 
to agree to a joint motion for 
a continuation of the proceed-
ings will only continue the un-
certainty for the people living 
there and for their relatives.

‘� ese people have already 
been through enough,’ she said.

She added that it was encour-
aging to know care levels have 
improved since the dra� ing in 
of NHS Highland sta�  to the 
Portree facility, but she said it 
was ‘depressing to hear that a 
further inspection carried out 
at the home raised some issues 
in relation to the use of PPE and 
the storage of medicines’. She 
said it was ‘unbelievable that 
fundamental aspects of care are 
still slipping’.

Further fears were raised last 
week as it emerged that a sta�  
member had tested positive 
for a second time a� er initially 
seeming to have recovered 
from the virus.

Lochaber councillor Ben 
� ompson has urged Highland 
Council to consider an electric 
vessel as one of the options 
for a replacement ferry for the 
Corran Narrows.

� e comments from the 
councillor – one of three for the 
Caol and Mallaig ward – came 
during Monday’s meeting of 
the council’s Lochaber Area 
Committee, held virtually due 
to coronavirus restrictions.

� e ferry replacement issue 
is separate from the feasibility 
study which recently examined 
the possibility of a � xed link 
across the Corran Narrows.

� at study has now been sub-
mitted to Transport Scotland 
for consideration within the 
Strategic Transport Projects 
Review. It is understood that 
the review is on hold due to the 
Covid situation.

Whatever happens involving 
a � xed link is a long-term 
solution and the problem of the 
ageing ferry vessels plying the 
narrows on Scotland’s second 
busiest ferry route still requires 
an immediate solution.

� e existing two ferries, MV 
Corran and its back-up vessel, 
Maid of Glencoul, need to 
be replaced due to their age, 
reliability issues, and problems 
when it comes to sourcing 

spare parts. � e vessels are also 
too small for the 250,000 ve-
hicles and more than 500,000 
passengers it carries a year, 
leading to tra�  c queuing issues 
on either side of the Corran 
Narrows, particularly in high 
season, which is now around 
nine months of the year.

Council o�  cials say the 
existing ferries are also quarter 
loading which means the slip-
ways cannot accommodate the 

more usual roll on/roll o�  fer-
ries. � is also makes it di�  cult 
to secure a replacement vessel 
in the event of breakdown.

For all of the above reasons, 
the vessels are at the end of 
their lives and are in need of 
replacement.

Due to this the council’s 
Corran Ferry Project has been 
working on developing an 
Outline Business Case (OBC) 
for the last 12 months, to 
determine future proposals for 
capital investment in vessels, 
slipway structures, and service 
delivery methods.

Speaking a� er the area com-
mittee meeting, Councillor 
� ompson said:   ‘Shouldn’t 
the next Corran Ferry be a 
more environmentally friendly 
vessel? At Lochaber Area 
Committee today I challenged 
council o�  cials leading the 
ferry project to make sure 
options other than diesel were 
included in the next stage. 

Whether that is hydrogen or 
battery or a hybrid system, 
when we get to the design stage 
of a new vessel those options 
need to be included. � at could 
come as soon as early next year, 
all going well.

‘� e council accepted there 
was a climate emergency last 
year, and committed to work 
to a carbon neutral Highlands. 
My concern is that the non-fos-
sil fuel options may be more 
expensive up front, and the 
bean counters will demand the 
cheapest option to build, de-
spite battery ferries potentially 
being cheaper in the long run.

‘You only need to ‘Google’ 
electric ferries to see how 
common they are becoming in 
Norway, Canada etc. It seems 
an obvious choice for a short 
trip ferry in a carbon neutral 
Highlands.’

And Councillor � ompson 
was planning to press his 
suggestion for a ‘greener’ 

vessel among the ferry options 
when the issue was due to 
be discussed at yesterday’s 
(Wednesday), meeting of   
Highland Council’s economy 
and infrastructure committee 
– also held virtually.

Members were to be asked to 
approve that the council should 
explore the option of a transfer 
of responsibility for the service 
to Transport Scotland in more 
detail; approve a private opera-
tor running the service should 
be rejected for further consid-
eration; approve the preferred 
vessel and infrastructure op-
tion (Roll-on Roll-o� ); support 
the concept of a � ve-year ferry 
plan and note the requirement 
to set up of a Corran Narrows 
Options Working Group.

Local MSP Kate Forbes said: 
‘It is an issue that I have had 
extensive discussions about, 
and it is good to see the Area 
Committee discussing the 
issue.’

Councillor calls for electric 
ferry option for Narrows

The aging ferries need to 
be replaced, and soon.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

mathesons.co.uk

Phone: 01631 565195  
Text Message: 07930 179249  
Email: info@mathesons.co.uk 

mathesons.co.uk

Phone: 01631 565195 
Text Message: 07930 179249 
Email: info@mathesons.co.uk 

Personal appointments are 
available, please contact us to 

arrange using the details below:
Phone: 01631 565195  

Text Message: 07930 179249  
Email: info@mathesons.co.uk 

WE’RE OPEN!
Mon - Sat | 9am - 5.30pm

We have reconfigured the 
store to ensure compliance 
with government guidelines. 

We are fortunate  
to have a large store so we 

have plenty of space  
for social distancing and to 

welcome you safely.



aim of the council at this stage.
Speaking a� er the meeting, 

Councillor � ompson said 
there will be relief among 
Lochaber parents that when 
local schools reopen in August, 
it will be for all children, � ve 
days a week and without any 
social distancing.

However, these conditions 
are obviously subject to review 
and there are back-up plans in 
place for the introduction of 
social distancing and reduced 
numbers if the coronavirus 
situation deteriorates.

Last week, Councillor 
John Finlayson, chairman of 
Highland Council’s education 
committee welcomed the an-
nouncement by John Swinney, 
Deputy First Minister, of a full 
return to school for all pupils 
in August if it is safe to do so.

But it was Councillor 
� ompson who had sought 
assurances this week from the 
council’s lead o�  cer for educa-
tion, Paul Senior,  that back-up 

plans would include at least 50 
per cent of all pupils still able to 
return to classes.

‘I think we’re all relieved to 
hear that all children will be 
returning on August 12 with 
no social distancing – and 
not least those parents who 
contacted me a� er receiving 
communications from their 
schools in the last couple of 
weeks which detailed plans for 
socially distanced schooling 
only one day a week, far short 
of the target 50 per cent attend-
ance at two-metre social dis-
tancing,’ Councillor � ompson 
commented a� erwards.

‘� e council will have back-
up plans in place for socially 
distanced learning – thanks 
to the sterling e� orts of our 
teaching sta� . So I challenged 
Paul Senior to commit to a 
minimum 50 per cent attend-
ance rate in our back-up plans.

‘� is will require the council 
to be creative about bringing 
other buildings into use – for 

example using council o�  ces 
as classrooms. It will require 
creative use of sta� . It was clear 
from Paul’s answer that many 
of our schools haven’t got 50 
per cent back-up plans – yet.’

Councillor � ompson told 
the Lochaber Times that 
he intends raising the same 
issue today (� ursday) at the 
council’s education committee 
meeting.

‘� e situation in places like 
Leicester where they have ex-
tended lockdown is a reminder 
that we can’t take the complete 
return to school for granted. 
Highland Council needs to be 
fully prepared,’ he said.

Councillor � ompson added: 
‘My point is parents know 
that the back-up plans they’ve 
seen before are way below 50 
per cent -as low as 20 per cent 
possibly. � e council needs to 
commit to a genuine 50 per 
cent. Otherwise a Leicester 
situation here will shut schools 
completely.’
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Lochaber MRT takes 
cautious approach
Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team (LMRT) is urging 
walkers and climbers to ‘use 
some common sense’ while 
some lockdown restrictions 
still apply, writes Fiona Scott.

� e easing of outdoor exer-
cise laws has meant a rise in 
visitor numbers to some of 
the region’s most stunning 
and hazardous beauty spots. 
While the coronavirus is 
still in circulation, however, 
mountain rescue team’s are 
still only attending to casu-
alties who cannot physically 
free themselves in order to 
protect their members.

Leader of Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue John 
Stevenson said: ‘My � rst pri-
ority is the safety of our mem-
bers while our second is to 
help stricken mountaineers.

‘Walkers and climbers who 
get into di�  culties should 
think carefully before calling 
999 and requesting a moun-
tain rescue.

‘Each call will be taken on 
merit. People who are unin-
jured, lost or benighted will 
be asked to consider waiting 

until morning, and/or better 
visibility in order to get 
themselves out of di�  culty.’

� e team will still attend 
seriously injured people or 
anyone who cannot physi-
cally get themselves out of 
di�  culty, but in order to 
keep members safe, the bare 
minimum of rescuers will be 
in attendance.

Helicopter support will only 
be requested if a time critical 
injury is sustained, i.e. head 
injury, femur and pelvis 
injuries etc.

While we are pleased to see 
more people getting out and 
about again, we would still 
encourage people to adhere 
to Scottish Government 
guidelines and to exercise 
within their local areas where 
possible,’ added John.

‘We have had no call outs at 
all since the start of lockdown 
and that’s the way we want to 
keep it.’

A Lochaber councillor will 
today (� ursday) seek a � rm 
commitment at Highland 
Council’s education commit-
tee meeting that any back-up 
plan as part of measures to 
reopen schools in August a� er 
the coronavirus lockdown will 
involve at least 50 per cent of all 
pupils.

Councillor Ben � ompson 
(Caol and Mallaig) raised the 
issue of a 50 per cent minimum 
of pupils returning at Monday’s 
meeting of the local authority’s 
Lochaber Area Committee – 
held virtually due to coronavi-
rus lockdown restrictions - but 
says he was only told it was an 

Commitment sought 
for pupil attendance in 
schools’ back-up plan

Councillor Ben Thompson is urging Highland Council to commit to a minimum of 50 per cent 
attendance at schools in its back-up plans.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Police seize drugs and cash in crackdown
Police in Fort William have 
seized cannabis, MDMA and 
a four � gure sum of money 
during an operation targeting 
the illegal supply of controlled 
drugs in the Lochaber town.

Local o�  cers were joined 
by British Transport Police, 
Police dogs, CID and Roads 
Policing O�  cers who fo-
cussed attention on public 
transport to and from the 
town as well as the A82 trunk 
road.

Plain clothes o�  cers also 
targeted drug dealing hot 
spots across Fort William. 

A dealer quantity of canna-
bis  was seized a� er a drug 
search warrant was executed 
at an address in Fort William.

Local Policing Inspector Isla 
Campbell said: ‘Operation 
Keeva ran from Wednesday, 
June 17 to Friday, June 19.

‘Nine people and eight 
vehicles were dealt with for 
a number of road tra�  c of-
fences while four people will 
be reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal under the Misuse of 
Drugs Act 1971.

‘� is should serve as a 
reminder to those who seek to 

bring drugs into our commu-
nity that we will continue to 
use all the tools at our dispos-
al to target you.

‘I urge anyone in the com-
munity with information or 
suspicions about drug dealing 
to contact Police. You don’t 
need to have proof, pass on 
your suspicions and we will 
do the rest. Please be reas-
sured you can provide this 
information anonymously.’

Anyone with information 
should call Police Scotland 
on: 101, or Crimestoppers: 
0800 555 111.
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Residents in Caol campaigning 
to stop 18 residential homes 
being built on one of the few 
remaining green space areas in 
the village have been advised 
that ‘signi� cant changes’ have 
been made to the original 
plans.

A notice of intended 
planning permission for the 
development was sent to af-
fected households on Kilmallie 
Road, Glenkingie Terrace and 
Glenkingie Street in April.

But residents, along with 
members of the wider com-
munity who make use of the 
green space site and adjacent 
tarmac area, currently used 
for parking, say that the 
plans submitted by Lochaber 
Housing Association (LHA) 
do not comply with Highland 
Council’s requirements for 
open space in new residential 

developments. ‘� is space is 
used by many, not just those 
that live in the neighbouring 
properties but parents, chil-
dren, dog walkers etc from 
all areas in Caol and beyond,’ 
said Kilmallie Road resident 
Joanne Mathers.

‘It has been used for recrea-

tional purposes for years and 
especially through COVID 
when it has provided sanctu-
ary to many families in the 
area.’

As well as the green space, 
the group are also objecting to 
plans to build on the tarmac 
area which they say was not 

mentioned in the original 
proposals.

‘We had received an initial 
letter stating the development 
plan would only be to the 
green space area in August 
not a� ecting the parking but 
in April we received intended 
noti� cation of submitting 

planning which removes all 
parking in this area,’ explained 
Joanne.

‘On average 15-20 cars 
belonging to residents, visitors 
and businesses park there 
daily. � ey have allocated 
seven or eight spaces at the top 
which will push members of 
this community to park on the 
main road, causing blockages 
and congestion for other users 
and emergency services.’

Glenkingie Terrace resident 
Aileen Hannah added: ‘� ese 
proposals would have signi� -
cant impact on an established 
community.

‘To state there is a shortage 
of housing does not mean that 
this should be to the detriment 
of an existing established 
hard working community 
by removing their enclosed 
communal recreational 
facilities on an enclosed site 
where there is unquestion-
ably severe tra�  c concerns 

and other safety matters.’
� e group are aiming to do a 
parking protest on the main 
road to show the potential im-
pact of this once the Highland 
Council eportal goes live.

� e housing proposal came 
as quite a surprise to residents 
as they had not been included 
as part of the original Caol-
Lochyside Development Plan,

However, the group posted 
on their Facebook page last 
week: ‘We have been advised 
that there have been signi� -
cant amended changes to the 
plan which we will share as 
soon as we have been provided 
with them.’

‘Great work from everyone 
involved so far, lets keep going 
to save the green!’

� e group is urging everyone 
concerned about the plans to 
join their To object proposed 
housing plan – Kilmallie Rd, 
Glenkingie Terrace and Rd 
Facebook page.

Pressure pays off for Caol 
green space campaigners

Ethan Mathers and his brother Warren (left) are among the 
children and families that use the site as a safe place to play.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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Landslip closes rail line at Lochailort until July 13
Network Rail engineers are 
working around the clock to re-
pair � ood damage on the West 
Highland Line at Lochailort 
a� er a landslip last week.

� e line will remain closed 
between Fort William and 
Mallaig until Monday July 13, 
while engineers work to rebuild 
more than 80m of railway 
washed away by the severe 
weather.

More than 1,600 tons of 
material has been displaced 
and engineers will have to com-
pletely rebuild the supporting 
embankment, ballast and track 
before the line can reopen.

Liam Sumpter, Network Rail 
Scotland route director, said: 

‘Our engineers are working 
hard to fully assess the damage 
and complete the repairs need-
ed to reopen the line as quickly 
as possible for customers.

‘Flash � ooding has caused 
signi� cant damage at several 
points along an 80m stretch 
of track and we will need to 
rebuild the track-bed and sup-
porting embankments before 
we can reopen the line.

‘We are working as quickly 
as possible to complete these 
repairs in what is a very chal-
lenging location.’

 
The � ash � ood undermined 
more than 80m of the West 
Highland Line.

� e National Trust for Scotland 
(NTS) says it has not ruled out 
installing portable toilets to 
help local communities deal 
with the growing in� ux of 
visitors expected this month 
to its sites at Glen� nnan and 
Glencoe.

NTS closed its visitors centres 
in both locations at the start 
of the coronavirus lockdown, 
but with no other public toilet 
provision in the areas it has 
led to growing local concern of 
how communities will cope.

Glen� nnan alone normally 
sees almost 400,000 visitors 
annually, with people drawn 
to see the 1745 monument 
and the famous viaduct which 

appeared in the Harry Potter 
movies.

� e Jacobite steam train, 
immortalised as the Hogwarts 
Express in the � lms, also re-
starts its popular services later 
this month, while August’s 
275th anniversary of the rais-
ing of Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart’s standard at Glen� nnan 
to signal the start of the 1745 
rising, will provide another 
reason for visitors to make the 
trip to the area.

But with lockdown travel re-
strictions being eased from to-
morrow (Friday), a spokesper-
son for NTS told the Lochaber 
Times this week: ‘Following 
the Scottish Government’s 
latest announcements,    we are 
continuing to work on plans for 
reopening our visitor centres at 

both Glen� nnan and Glencoe. 
We don’t have speci� c dates 
set as yet, but will share this 
information as soon as we do.

‘We are in touch with commu-
nity councils, local marketing 
groups and Highland Council 
in relation to both sites, and are 
keen to work together on plans 
for welcoming back visitors to 
the area safely. Managing this 
in a way that is sensitive to our 
heritage sites, our landscapes 
and our neighbours will be a 
priority for us.

‘At this stage, we’re not ruling 
out any options or proposals, 
including provision of portable 
toilets, but will make our 
decisions following discussion 
and assessment of the risks, 
considering practicalities such 
as safety, hygiene and cost.’

NTS considers portable 
toilets for 
historic sites

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

The Glen� nnan 
Mounment is a 
popular attraction 
for visitors.

Japanese 
garden – 
clari� cation
In our recent article about 
the former Japanese garden 
at Kinloch Castle on Rum, 
it appears we made several 
historical blunders!
When Kinloch Castle’s then 
owner, the tycoon George 
Bullough, undertook his 
three- year world tour it was 
not aboard the yacht, Rhouma, 
as we stated, and which he 
bought on his return.
Also, Bullough did not have 
a friendship with Emperor 
of Japan or receive gi� s from 
him, with the Japanese items 
in the castle being purchased 
at specialist souvenir shops 
and the famous ivory 
eagle sculpture was bought 
at an auction, outbidding the 
Emperor’s representative.
It was Japanese gardens expert, 
Katie Cro� , who contacted 
Kinloch Castle Friends 
Association member George 
Randall in the � rst instance, 
not the other way round.
We are happy to clarify these 
points a� er they were pointed 
out to us by Mr Randall, who 
generously helped with the 
compilation of the article.

are you worrIed 
about your 
energy bIlls 
rIght now?
If you or someone you know are 
worried about energy bills, we can help.

We’re open; call us for free help and 
impartial advice.

Call Home Energy Scotland 
on 0808 808 2282 to speak 
to a friendly advisor.
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Continued from page one.
they were just gravel, while fully 
grown trees were obliterated, with 
their bark stripped o� in the torrent,’ 
added John. ‘We’ve had our house 
damaged, our annex, our garage, 
green house and model village de-
stroyed, the driveway washed away, 
sheds washed out and the children’s 
respite  hydrotherapy centre ruined.’

Just 30 feet behind the Brydens’ 
property, the world famous West 
Highland Line rail route was also 
undermined in several places, leaving 
the track hanging in mid air.

�e main house itself, while 
�ooded to a depth of about 
two feet, was spared further 
damage thanks to a thick 
stone wall completed at the 
back of the house just days 
before. Built by John based 
on research into the construc-
tion of ancient castles, it broke 
the force of the rushing water and 
de�ected it around the building.

John added: ‘I am so glad the house 
wasn’t damaged other than by �ood 

water, which I am 
already drying out 
with the equipment 
I normally use at 

other people’s �oods. 
We are due to have a 

family for respite care 
early next month and I don’t 

want to let them down.
‘In �ve minutes we saw a lifetime of 

work washed away, but we will not be 
giving up. We have welcomed over 
200 children and their families here 
and their stories are all so touching. 
Messages from them said they really 
enjoyed their time here and for some 
it was their last trip.’

Unknown to the couple, one of the 
charity’s volunteers put an appeal 
on social media which raised almost 

£6,000 in just  two days, along with 
many kind messages. ‘Jan and I were 
really overwhelmed by this,’ added 
John. ‘We are a no-overheads charity 
and 100 per cent of what we raise 
goes directly to those who need it.

‘We are not getting any younger 
and at this moment I don’t know how 
all this is going to be �xed, but we 
will continue to give our all to help 

Lochailort children’s charity pledges 
to carry on despite �ood devastation

John beside the gouged out 
hillside; the disabled access 
greenhouse and the wooden 
castle and tree house were 
demolished; the garden 
barbecue and drinks shed, 
below (photographs: Iain Ferguson); 
and far left, a youngster on a 
previous visit enjoys having 
fun with the model railway. 
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Scottish actor Gerard Butler 
features in a new � lm about 
Dalmally-based global charity 
Mary’s Meals, writes Fiona 
Scott.

Love Reaches Everywhere 
follows the Hollywood 
star as he travels to Liberia 
and Haiti with the founder 
of Mary’s Meals, Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow.

In the � lm Butler says: ‘Going 
on this journey hit me from so 
many di� erent angles – emo-
tional, spiritual and physical.

‘I make movies about heroes, 
but o� en they’re in big, over-
the-top settings… and then 
you go to Liberia and Haiti 
and you see that the teachers in 
the schools are heroes, and the 
kids that come here on empty 
stomachs every day to get an 
education are all heroes too.

‘Every meal served by Mary’s 
Meals is a piece of charity and a 
little piece of love. And that all 
passes down into the families 

and communities and gives 
that sense of hope.

Mary’s Meals usually serves 

its nutritious meals in schools, 
attracting impoverished chil-
dren to the classroom where 

they can gain an education that 
will one day be their ladder out 
of poverty.

‘It’s the di� erence between a 
kid saying, ‘I want to survive 
tomorrow’ and ‘I want to be a 
doctor,’ added Butler.

Love Reaches Everywhere 
was � lmed before the 
Covid-19 pandemic caused 
schools across the globe to 
close. � e charity has been 
quick to adapt, working with 
governments and local com-
munities to ensure families 
can continue to feed their 
children at home.

Despite the signi� cant 
challenges caused by the 
pandemic, Mary’s Meals is 
still reaching almost all the 
children who rely on its meals 
– sometimes the only food 
they receive in a day.

Parents have been invited 
to collect emergency food 
parcels from schools, main-
taining social distancing and 
hand washing as part of the 
collection process. A carefully 
constructed plan to provide 

food for the children the char-
ity usually feeds in Liberia 
is also in place. Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow said: ‘As 
a charity that is committed to 
feeding children in some of 
the world’s poorest communi-
ties, it is more important than 
ever for Mary’s Meals to keep 
its promise and support those 
children by delivering food 
to them in their communities 
and homes, which are their 
new places of education.

‘By sharing his experiences 
with Mary’s Meals through 
this � lm, Gerry is helping us 
to shine a spotlight on the 
children we feed and ensure 
their voices aren’t lost. It was 
a great joy to travel with him 
to Haiti and Liberia and we are 
profoundly grateful to him for 
his invaluable support.’

� e 30-minute � lm can 
be viewed on the charity’s 
website – marysmeals.org.uk/
lovereacheseverywhere

From Hollywood to Haiti – Gerard 
Butler reaches out with Mary’s Meals

Momolu and 
Gerard Butler 
have a chat; 
and below, 
Gerard with 
Mary’s Meals 
founder 
Magnus 
Macfarlane-
Barrow in 
Liberia.

In line with Scottish Government guidelines we are starting 
some of our repairs and maintenance works.  We want to 
do this safely and in accordance with the guidelines and 

also taking account of our tenants views.   We have started 
some external work but where we need access to your 
property we will contact you and discuss with you.  The 

discussion will be around what we need to do and how we 
will do it safely.

We want to thank all our tenants and communities where 
we have housing.  We are grateful for the patience shown 

and everyone’s generosity of spirit during the last 13 weeks. 

Please contact us either by phone on our 
FREE number 0300 3231170 

Email us  mail@westhighlandha.co.uk 
or  login into your My Home account online 

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION SUPPORTING OUR TENANTS AND COMMUNITY.
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Water cooler donated to 
Western Isles Hospital
� e Matthew Woodman 
Foundation recently donated 
a water cooler to the Western 
Isles Hospital’s Emergency 
Department for use with 
sta�  and patients, as well as a 
portable TV trolley stand for 
the hospital’s paediatric bay, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

� e foundation was 
established by Kimberley 
Woodman in memory of her 
young son Matthew, who died 
in August 2018 on the island, 
aged only 20 months with an 
undiagnosed heart condition.

Kimberley, who has family 
connections to the island, said: 
‘As you can imagine this was 

an extremely di�  cult time for 
me, my family and my friends.

‘However the support we 
received was overwhelming. 
In his memory, I set up 
the Matthew Woodman 
Foundation in hope of paying 
back and helping others who 
are going through a scary time 
in life.’

Lachlan Mac Pherson, 
NHS Western Isles Hospitals 
Manager, commented: ‘On 
behalf of NHS Western Isles 
and our hospital teams, I 
would like to sincerely thank 
Kimberley and the Foundation 
for their kind and generous 
donations.’

Roddy 
MacKenzie 
(A&E), Lachlan 
Mac Pherson 
(hospital 
manager), 
and Kaleigh 
McKenzie 
with her 
sons Arran 
and Lewis 
(representing 
the Matthew 
Woodman 
Foundation).

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, the custodians 
of � e Outdoor Capital of 
the UK (OCUK) destination 
organisation, want to provide 
you and our future visitors, or 
temporary locals, with a warm 
Highland welcome and an 
exceptional experience during 
your stay, adventure or trip 
with us in Lochaber.

We want everyone across 
our region and further to 
enjoy their time exploring and 
enjoying the sights, adventure, 
businesses and hospitality 
that we o� er, but we will need 
to work together to help the 
visitor economy to recover and 
for the impact to be managed. 

� is includes our desire for 
visitors to feel like they are 
temporary locals, enjoying 
where they are visiting, 
staying, what they are expe-
riencing and importantly, 
respecting and caring for the 
community they are in. 

Visitors, tourism businesses 
and communities have already 
begun planning ahead: their 
potential day trip, overnight 
stays, reopening measures, 
community impact and 
sustainability. 

� e Chamber will continue 
to engage with businesses, 
communities and our poten-
tial visitors across our plat-
forms and using � e Outdoor 
Capital of the UK destination 
organisation to share updates, 
signpost important guidance 
and provide reminders to 
PLAN, ENJOY and PROTECT. 

� e recent announcement 
of the ‘Good to Go’ scheme 
is a positive step to provide 
businesses and visitors with 
con� dence that their ac-

commodation has taken the 
necessary steps to be safe for 
your arrival and we would 
urge businesses to continue 
sharing your advice, if you’re 
open and when and what you 
expect from your customers. 

Enjoyment of Lochaber and 
being safe doing so has now 
more than ever needed to be 
hand in hand. 

Businesses have been 
working hard to ensure safe 
measures are in place, our 
NHS services are prepared but 
we must ensure that physical 

distancing is observed, that 
frequent cleaning rituals 
are continued and that the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code 
is observed as well as business 
guidance when you are stay-
ing, partaking in activity or 
accessing walks and paths.  

We will work together as 
communities, businesses 
and so will future visitors to 
ensure that we’re safe and the 
environmental impact is kept 
to a minimum. 

VisitScotland have recently 
announced their renewed 
plans for preparing visitors for 
visiting and enjoying Scotland 
as a whole and will be sharing 
these messages using the hash-
tag #RespectProtectEnjoy. 

We will be showcasing the 
best of local so please get in 
touch and tell us that you’re 
reopen, what are o� ering and 
changes you have made so that 
we can all eat local, see local 
and buy local.

Working together to aid 
our economic recovery
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Presbytery opts to keep 
churches closed for now
Church buildings in Lochaber 
will remain closed during 
phase 2 of the Scottish 
Government’s easing of lock-
down plan.

From Monday June 22, indi-
viduals or household groups 
across Scotland have been 
permitted to enter a place of 
worship to pray or take part in 
religious or spiritual contem-
plation on their own.

Praying as part of a wid-
er group, taking part in 
scheduled communal acts of 
worship or prayer or attending 
pre-arranged gatherings with-
in a place of worship is not yet 
allowed.

However, stringent guide-
lines laid out by the Church 
of Scotland have led many 
churches to take the decision 
to remain closed.

A statement from the 
Business Committee of 
Lochaber Presbytery last 
weekend said: ‘In our tradition 
prayer is not connected to 
particular places.

‘It can happen anywhere and 

at any time. No special places, 
objects or people are required.

‘We have therefore concluded 
that for the time being our 
buildings may remain closed, 
but the ears of heaven are open, 
so the life of the church, which 
is not restricted to buildings, 
continues as strongly as ever.’

Current CoS guidelines 
include ensuring those who 
enter buildings are required to 
wash or sanitise their hands, 
make use of face coverings, 
are reminded of the guidelines 
for those shielding or with 
underlying health issues, and 
directed to a seat at safe dis-
tance from others.

It also involves a rigorous 
and frequent cleaning to a 
high standard of any surface 
or object which may have been 
touched.

Details will be updated con-
stantly on the Presbytery web-
site; www.lochaber.presbytery.
org.uk where you will also 
�nd details of opportunities 
for worship and other church 
activities.

Church 
buildings 
in Lochaber 
will remain 
closed for 
the time 
being.

In the �rst half of June, Point 
and Sandwick Trust completed 
delivery of protective face 
visors to all care homes and 
hospitals in the Western Isles.

�e kit has now been supplied 
for the seven local authority 
care homes, three private care 
homes and the three hospitals 
in Stornoway, Benbecula and 
Barra.

Tony Robson, PST’s engi-
neering consultant, delivered 
the �nal batches of visors to 
Bethesda Care Home and 
Hospice and Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar – a move which 
came almost 15 years to the 
day a�er the community wind 
farm organisation held its �rst 
public meeting.

Calum Macdonald, the 
former Western Isles MP who 
developed Point and Sandwick 
Trust’s wind farm at Beinn 
Ghrideag, said it was satisfy-
ing to see the positive impacts 
that have resulted from their 
success in developing the 100 
percent community-owned 
wind farm.

‘�is project shows the ben-
e�ts of partnership working 
– in this case between PST and 
Lews Castle College – as well 
as the bene�ts of being able 
to return the pro�ts generated 
by the wind farm back to the 
community,’ he added.

PST and sta� at Lews Castle 

College have created the 
protective visors by produc-
ing plastic headbands in a 
3D printer at the college’s 
Innovation Centre. �is spe-
cial printer was bought when 
PST sponsored the expansion 
of the Innovation Centre with 
the donation of £20,000 and 
around 500 of these headbands 
have now been produced and 
distributed.

PST and the College worked 
with NHS Western Isles and 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
to make these visors, which 
were available for all front line 
health and care workers in the 
Western Isles.

Mr Robson said it was ‘a 
pleasure’ to have worked on 
the project with college sta�, 
especially engineering lecturer 

Iain F Macdonald, who man-
aged the printing of the PPE.

“It’s been good, working 
together and doing something 
which is clearly appreciated 
and assisting in this di�cult 
situation,” said Mr Robson.

Donald McIntosh, manager 
of Blar Buidhe Care Home in 
Stornoway, thanked PST and 
Lews Castle College for the 
provision of the visors.

‘It’s a great help to all the 
sta� working in Blar Buidhe, 
enabling us to keep safe and 
keep well while providing care 
to our residents. It’s hugely 
appreciated and being put to 
good use,’ he said.

Mr Macdonald said the 
response to the pandemic 
had demonstrated the wind 
farm has delivered a new 

community resilience. He 
said: ‘Everybody recognises 
that Beinn Ghrideag has been 
a great success in �nancial 
terms and well worth the dec-
ade of e�ort that went before, 
building the wind farm.

‘But what’s also obvious now 
is that the community has 
gained in many other ways, 
in terms of general con�dence 
and capacity.

‘�e self-belief in the com-
munity has been boosted and a 
good proof of that is the terri�c 
work that we did with the Lews 
Castle College in producing 
the PPE visors for all the hos-
pitals and care homes in the 
Western Isles. Not only did we 
have the 3D printer available, 
which we had funded, but we 
also had the organisational 
capacity to use it to provide 
essential kit for the whole of 
the Western Isles.

We would never have 
dreamed of organising some-
thing like that before, but now 
we have the con�dence and the 
capacity to step into the breach 
ourselves when something 
like the coronavirus pandemic 
happens and not just wait 
for o�cial agencies to do 
something.’

PPE pledge ful�lled as wind 
farm anniversary marked

Tony Robson of PST 
delivering visors to Blar 
Buidhe sta�.

MADE IN 
ARGYLL
More than just 
souvenirs!
Sensibly priced
Quality crafts
Handmade by locals

Unit 5, The Waterfront 
(opposite train station). 
TEL: 07703 301831
www.madeinargyll.co.uk

WE ARE OPEN
REOPENS FRIDAY 3RD AUGUST AT 11AM
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Praise in parliament for Gaelic drama
An international award-win-
ning children’s television 
drama made by BBC Alba has 
been accorded praise in the 
Scottish Parliament, writes 
Fiona Scott.

Gaisgich Òga an Dàrna 
Cogaidh’ (Kids of Courage) 
tells the story of children 
caught up in the bombing of 
Clydebank during the Second 

World War. An episode 
won an award in the 11-15-
year children’s television 
category at the Prix Jeunesse 
International 2020, an inter-
national festival.

Donald Cameron, MSP for 
the Highlands and Islands, 
submitted a motion to the 
Scottish Parliament high-
lighting the achievement.

He said: ‘� e events of the 
Second World War continue 
to resonate very strongly in 
communities across Scotland 
and there are many people 
who, as children, retain vivid 
memories of the war.

‘It is inspiring  that talented 
people from today’s younger 
generation have come togeth-
er to create a TV production 

which has dramatised so 
e� ectively an event like the 
Clydebank blitz.

‘And it is wonderful that 
those events have been 
brought to life through the 
medium of Gaelic.

My congratulations to all the 
creative people who have had 
their achievement recognised 
by this award.’

Happy lockdown 
birthday to you!
Do you have a child celebrating 
their birthday during the 
lockdown? 

Since they cannot enjoy a 
birthday celebration with all 
their friends and family – we 
would love to give them a shout 
out in the paper.

Send us a picture of your wee 

one enjoying their special day 
and we will publish it and wish 
them Happy Birthday! 

Remember to include their 
full name, age, where you live 
– and tell us a little bit about 
what you did to make the day 
special! Send all your pictures 
to fort@obantimes.co.uk

Al� e Neil Brown, from 
Ballachulish turned one on 
Tuesday June 16. He had a 
lovely day celebrating with 
his family in the garden.

Iain Boyle, from Glencoe, 
celebrated his 11th birthday 
on June 15. He had a nice 
family walk and his favourite 
chippy tea followed by some 
lovely birthday cake. 

Fort William sisters 
Tanisha and Ritika 
Sanger turned seven 
and four respectively 
in June. Their birth-
days are 20 days apart 
and they ended up 
celebrating at home 
as both girls wanted 
to have picnic and it 
was pouring with rain 
on both days. Their 
dad baked cakes for 
them.

The drama tells the story of children caught up in the 
bombing of Clydeband during the Second World War.

gov.scot/coronavirus

MORE SHOPS 
ARE REOPENING
Support businesses in your 
local area by enjoying shopping safely.

Phase 2

OPENWe are now in Phase 2 of changing 
coronavirus restrictions, which means 
more retailers near you will be open. 
You can enjoy shopping again, 
but please do so in a safe way 
by following the FACTS guidelines. 
Make sure you pay attention to 
signage and guidance as provided, 
and try going outside of peak 
hours. If a store is busy, come back 
another time.

You should not go shopping if you 
are in the shielding group or if you 
have any coronavirus symptoms.
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for a safer Scotland
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Anyone who keeps chickens 
or has been growing on the 
windowsill, garden or plot this 
summer will have experienced 
‘� e Glut’. � ey will also 
likely have lived through ‘� e 
Hunger Gap’. 

� e concept of famine or 
feast is one we are all pretty 
familiar with just now having 
lived through a very recent 
shortage of supplies including 
loo roll, � our and pasta in our 
supermarkets at the start of the 
pandemic. Most of us probably 
now have a stash of the above.

My husband recently arrived 
home with four netted bags of 
lemons and three of limes hav-
ing scooped them up reduced 
to clear for just 8p a bag.

You can avoid the glut of 
produce from the supermarket 
by ignoring the siren song of 
the yellow sticker and adhering 
rigidly to the shopping list, 
but home produce is a bit less 
controllable.

� e early thrill of all of your 
tomato seeds germinating, 
growing into healthy plants 
with bowing stems bejewelled 
with red tomatoes is hard to 
deny. � e � rst taste of home 
grown tomatoes may be one 
of the most delicious things 
ever. � e same will apply for 
strawberries, peas, courgettes, 

beans, cucumbers.
But you might be hitting a 

point when ‘courgette surprise’ 
for the third meal in a row is 
wearing a bit thin.

So, how to deal with the 
excess of home grown produce? 
Give some away is always a 
great option. Any friend or 
neighbour is always delighted 
with a small gi�  of freshly laid 
eggs, bowl of fruit and veg or a 
bag of home-grown salad.

You could barter, either swap-
ping gluts with someone else 
for a bit of variety or something 
else useful. We swapped eggs 
for manure earlier this year. 
You could search the internet 
for recipes or ask family and 
friends for their ideas.

A friend who ended up with 
four weeks worth of potatoes 
when they kept coming in 
their veg box delivery recently 
posted on Facebook for recipes 
and got enough suggestions to 
eat a di� erent potato dish every 
day for the next six weeks.

Or you could hoard. Almost 
all fresh produce can be frozen, 
pickled, preserved, dehydrated, 
dried or jarred. � ose bargain 
lemons and limes my husband 
couldn’t resist were sliced up 
and frozen and have been 
very welcome in my gin and 
tonic – far better than an ice 

cube which melts and dilutes 
my drink!

We also have some home 
grown herbs chopped up and 
frozen, along with some peas. 
Eggs can be frozen too – you 
need to crack them open, beat 
the yolk and the white together 
and add some sugar or salt.

Make sure you clearly label 
how many eggs are in the bag 
and whether they are for sweet 
or savoury baking though.

Our Christmas cake every 
year is always made in October 
with frozen eggs from the sum-
mer because our chickens have 
inevitably stopped laying just at 
the point I have a recipe calling 
for 10 eggs.

I’ll probably just about run 
out of last year’s dried chillies 
as this year’s fresh ones are 

ready and then I’ll string up 
the excess to start drying those. 
I’ve peeled garlic cloves and 
stored them in jars of oil and 
you can slow roast tomatoes 
and preserve them in oil too.

You may get bored of berries 
in the middle of summer but a 
jar of home made jam is a wel-
come reminder of the sunshine 
in January.

Creative ways of using your 
produce and storing it for 
future use is as much a part of 
growing your own food as sow-
ing seeds and keeping on top of 
the weeds during the growing 
season. And being able to bring 
out a delicious treat weeks 
or even months a� er it was 
growing in the ground keeps 
that glow of pride lasting even 
longer.

The feast and famine 
with growing your own

Jam is another way of using up a glut of fresh fruit once you 
tire of homemade ice cream, summer pudding, etc...

The Croftless Crofter
NIC GODDARD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Boat numbers increase 
as lockdown eases
Saturday saw another busy 
weekend on Loch Linnhe as 
a good range of boats enjoyed 
some mixed weather with light 
winds and rain at times, writes 
Fiona Scott.

In total 11 Lochaber Yacht 
Club (LYC) members were 
a� oat, nine in dinghies and 
two in kayaks.

With plenty of social distanc-
ing taking place, there were 
also boats launched, moorings 
checked and yachts safely 
brought across to moorings by 
the West End car park.

LYC Commodore Hamish 
Loudon said: ‘Life is slowly 
returning to the club with 
more members getting a� oat, 
singly or in household groups. 
A busy day was made possible 
by all the volunteers who give 
up their time to help out. And 
to them we say a big thank you.

‘Some members are still un-
able to get a� oat as their boats 
are still trapped in the canal at 
Banavie, hopefully it won’t be 
too long before they can join 

us on the loch. � e clubhouse 
remains closed for now but we 
hope to have limited opening 
as soon as is allowed.’

Anyone interested in 
learning to sail or follow 
LYC events should go to 
the LYC website https://
w w w.lochaber-yacht-club.
co.uk or Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/
lochaberyachtclub.

Sailors got out on Loch Linnhe in family groups.

Eleven members got out on 
the water at the weekend.

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has approved a plan to aid the 
recovery of the economy of the 
Outer Hebrides.

� e plan, announced last 
week, has been developed in 
partnership with Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE), 
and focuses on three key areas 
that will be critical to the future 
of the economy – a community 
recovery, a green recovery and 
a digital recovery.

� e recovery plan sees col-
laboration with key sectors of 
the economy being a crucial 
and as such a series of econom-
ic forums will be established to 
gather industry intelligence 
and to allow the private sector 
to help in� uence and focus the 
direction of recovery e� orts.

A high-level Outer Hebrides 
wide economic forum is antic-
ipated with forums in Barra, 

Uist and Harris to ensure 
recovery e� orts are being pri-
oritised across all the islands.

Leader of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, Councillor Roddie 

MacKay, said across the Outer 
Hebrides it has been and 
remains an extremely di�  cult 
time for many businesses and 
for the sta�  that work in these 
businesses.

‘ � e Comhairle and HIE 
have sought to be proactive in 
support of businesses by deliv-
ering the various Government 
support schemes and develop-
ing a local, tailored support 
package for any business that 
may have been ineligible for 
the Government schemes,’ he 
said.

He added that, with the 
prospects of lockdown begin-
ning to ease, the time is right 
to begin thinking about the 
future and the recovery of the 
economy.

He went on: ‘I believe there is 
an opportunity for us to begin 
to rethink, to reimagine and 
to reform the economy of the 
Outer Hebrides.

‘It will be important that the 

recovery is inclusive and that 
it seeks to grow stronger, more 
resilient communities across 
the Outer Hebrides.

‘I think it will be critical that 
our recovery e� orts seek to 
build capacity within commu-
nities and that the concepts of 
localism are at the forefront of 
what we do.

‘We need to � nd new 
ways to positively prioritise 
local supply chains and local 
procurement for the bene� t 
of local businesses and local 
communities.’

Rachel MacKenzie, HIE’s 
Area Manager for the Outer 
Hebrides, added: ‘� e recov-
ery plan is highly focused 
on areas that will be critical 
to the future well-being of 
the local economy and local 
communities.

‘� ere is an opportunity 
in the economic recovery 
e� ort for a new kind of local 
economy. In our own fragile 

economy, we are seeking to 
support the development of 
local economic recovery and 
reform our plans and ways of 
working.

‘Our focus will also be on a 
‘Green Recovery’ seeking to 
maximise the Outer Hebrides 
unrivalled renewable ener-
gy resources, moving the 
Hebrides towards Net Zero 
Carbon, while simultaneously 
looking to develop a set of 
climate change mitigations 
and adaptations.

‘In the post-COVID econ-
omy working methods will 
change, with home-working, 
remote working and on-line 
delivery of services becoming a 
feature of all our lives. ‘Digital 
Recovery’ is therefore critical 
to ensure that the Outer 
Hebrides have a level digital 
playing � eld from which to 
operate.

‘We need to ensure high 
speed digital infrastructure 

is available to every domestic 
property and every business 
premises and that we are inno-
vative in using that infrastruc-
ture to stimulate new business 
opportunity.’

And she said the establish-
ment of an economic forum 
and local forums will be crit-
ical to the implementation of 
the overall strategy.

‘We are keen to work with 
businesses in all our island 
communities to ensure the 
strategy is delivered in a way 
that works for each island area.

‘� e Comhairle and HIE are 
also keen to engage with all 
sectors of the economy – from 
tourism and construction 
through to primary sector 
producers – to ensure we fully 
understand issues as sectors 
emerge from lockdown and 
are developing policy and 
actions to make that transition 
and smooth and successful as 
possible,’ she said.

Comhairle approves plan 
to aid economic recovery

Councillor Roddie Mackay, 
who is leader of the local 
authority in the Western 
Isles.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

OBAN IS BACK IN BUSINESS!
We ask that you support your local 

traders and Shop Local wherever possible
SHOP LOCAL

Remember Love Oban vouchers are 
available from the following stores:

Bid4Oban shop/o�  ce, 
Etive Restaurant, Sports Shop, 

Alba Art Shop, Oban Photographic 
Shop, Button Nose Boutique

 Wishing our local businesses all the 
best moving forward

STAY SAFE!
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Write to us: send your letters to fort@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HBLETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.
At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Greener option for ferry 
replacement is sensible
Calls for Highland Council to consider 
replacing the aging ferries that currently travel 
the Corran Narrows with an electric vessel, 
saw the discussion on providing residents and 
visitors with a more reliable service take a new 
turn this week.

Councillor Ben � ompson raised the pos-
sibility at Monday’s meeting of the council’s 
Lochaber Area Committee,  and was planning 
to repeat his suggestion that a ‘greener’ vessel 
be among the ferry options when the issue 
was due to be discussed at yesterday’s virtual 
meeting of  Highland Council’s economy and 
infrastructure committee.

� ere has already been a feasibility study 
carried out on the possibility of a � xed link 
across the Corran Narrows, but even if this is 
eventually given the green light by Transport 
Scotland, it is a long-term solution and the 
aging ferry issue needs to be addressed now.

Given Highland Council accepted there 
was a climate emergency last year, it would 
seem a sensible suggestion that they consider 
hydrogen, battery or a hybrid system when 
discussing the options to be included at the 
design stage of a new vessel.

We would second Councillor � ompson’s 
view that Highland Council include a greener 
vessel among the replacement options, and 
that it considers the environment and 
long-term sustainability, not purely cost, when 
making their � nal decisions.

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Bhiodh aig a’ mhòr-chuid agaibh ri beagan 
ùine smaoineachaidh a ghabhail nam bithinn 
a’ faighneachd dhibh dè an rud as motha a tha 
sibh air a bhith ag ionndrainn thar ùine glasaidh 
nam mìosan a chaidh.  Chanadh iomadach 
neach gur e a bhith air chomas ùine � aotainn 
an cuideachd bhall den dlùth theaghlach, ach 
nan leudaichinn a’ cheist beagan nas � arsainge 
gu trì neo còig taghaidhean, dè chanadh sibh?  

Saoilidh mi gun tig  mòran againn gu bhith 
a’ cuimseachadh air na rudan as � eàrr leinn a 
bhith a’ dèanamh! Siubhal bhùithtean; ri, neo ag 
amharc, spòrs; a’ cur seachad ùine an cuideachd 
chàirdean is charaidean; a’ gabhail biadh ann 
an taigh-bìdh snasail; a’ gabhail deoch ann an 
taigh-seinnse? Gu cinnteach bhiodh cuid ag 
ainmeachadh frithealadh eaglaise, agus cuid 
eile a’ moladh obair cruite, neo iasgach, a’ 
dearbhadh dhuinn cho eadar-dhealaichte ‘s a 
tha ar taghadh beatha.  Mòran gar sgaradh bho 
chèile san t-seadh sin, ach abair gun do dhearbh 
bacaidhean glasadh a’ choròna-bhìorais na 
bheil de sheirbheisean agus � eumalachdan gar 
ceangal mar choimhearsnachdan.

Le fuasglaidhean glasaidh air fàire a-nise 
cha b’ iongnadh � ughair a bhith ga dhèanamh 
ri cothrom faotainn an sàs ann an cuid de na 
taghaidhean sin a bh’ air an àicheadh, agus 
thig ùrachadh agus togail sunnd à sin. Bho 
mo chiad chuimhne saoilidh mi, bha tachartas 
àraid a bhuineadh dhan àm seo den bhliadhna, 
agus ma gheibh mi an cothrom tha mi � athast 
cho measail air ‘s a bha riamh. ’S e sin a dhol a 

dh’iasgach rionnaich, agus an uairsin dìnnear 
dheth a ghabhail, an dèidh dhan iasg a bhith 
oidhche ann an salainn, le buntàta ùr bhon lios 
againn � ìn.  Chan eil � os am faigh mi cothrom 
iasgaich am-bliadhna, ach mu dheireadh thall 
tha na � ùraichean air falbh far bharran a’ bhu-
ntàta, agus tha � ios gun tèid agam air rionnach 
a lorg an àiteigin � ù  ’s ged nach � aighinn � ìn 
a-mach ga ghlacadh!  Bidh � chead fadachd orm 
chun am faigh mi am biadh sin, agus mar a 
chanamaid uaireigin “dh’itheadh tu do chorra-
gan às a dhèidh”!

Gun a bhith a’ cur deasachadh thaighean-bìdh 
na dùthcha ann an suarachas air dhòigh sam 
bith tha e iongantach cho mòr ‘s a chòrdas 
annlan simplidh ar n-òige rinn, agus chithear 
an dearbh rud air feadh an t-saoghail far am 
bheil meas agus luach ga chur air seann seòrsa 
bìdh de gach seòrsa. ’S dòcha gum bheil sin ag 
innse rudeigin eile dhuinn cuideachd, agus ’s 
e sin gun dèanamaid a’ chùis às aonais mòran 
de na goireasan ris am bheil sinn an eisimeil 
an- diugh, rudan air am bheil sinn air fàs cho 
chleachdte is nach eil sinn � ù ’s mothachail 
orra!  Dè na rudan? Sin ceist airson latha eile!

Most people miss the company of family and 
friends most during lockdown.  In a wider sense 
we would all probably put favourite activities 
high on the ‘miss-list’, but it is interesting how 
many props we can manage without when we 
have to. 

Allan Campbell, ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Will community bene� t from 
hydro scheme?
So the tiny Morvern peninsula (population 
around 320) is to have yet another hydro scheme 
foisted on it (‘Morvern community hydro 
con� rms � nancial deal’, report Lochaber News, 
June 25). 

No doubt someone will make a great deal of 
money out of the deal but will the local commu-
nity really bene� t despite the he� y injection of 
public money?

� ere are already 13 schemes whose cumula-
tive contribution to Morvern is at best derisory. 

It is not good enough for the developer 
to hide behind community ‘sustainability’, 
‘shared-ownership’, ‘involvement’, ‘strategy’ 
and other buzz words. � ere needs to be total 
transparency, openness and frank engagement 
with the local residents as to where the income, 
if any, will go and just who will disburse it. 

Information which has so far been woefully 
lacking. � e Scottish Government will want to 
know, the local community demands it.

Iain � ornber, Knock House, Morvern.

More questions raised 
than answered
With reference to the article on children missing 
out on school meals (Lochaber Times, June 25) 
featuring Mr Fotheringham and his organisa-
tion, in my opinion Councillor Ben � ompson’s 
facile attempt to protect the administration in 
the statement he made leads to many questions. 
Firstly why were the catering sta�  being paid 
and not furloughed which was allowable under 
the scheme and pointed out by some of his col-
leagues very forcibly at recent meetings, if they 
were not engaged in catering; why were they not 
under the Civil  Contingencies Act reallocated 
to other duties;  where is the evidence they used 
all the monies allocated to them for free meals; 
and what percentage actually used the vouch-
ers? What was the total allocation from Scottish 
Government for this service? 

Total transparency is required in this and 
many other matters Highland Council have 
been doing without full democratic scrutiny 
during this pandemic.

Jimmy Waugh, Ballachulish.

Faith is the answer to fear
Over the past few months people everywhere 
have been under the paralysing grip of fear, 
paranoia and dread; the COVID-19 pandemic 
has seen to that. Because of the lethal plague, 
sweeping the country, society at large has lost 

a perceived sense of control – and no wonder.
With the prospect of death and grief staring 

everyone in the face, lockdown and social-dis-
tancing has had to be enforced by the author-
ities. While this action, to safeguard lives, has 
been right, proper and necessary – it hasn’t 
eliminated the anger among queuing shoppers 
when the two-metre rule is violated! We have 
all seen the panic-stricken faces of those fearing 
the unknown foe.

Bible-believing Christians have also endeav-
oured to follow the same government rules and 
guidelines, in seeking to protect themselves 
and others from exposure – but they have not 
been gripped by the same despairing feeling 
of utter helplessness and hopelessness; God’s 
grace in their hearts has seen to that. 

Virus, or no virus, they trust in God’s bless-

ed promise: ‘Fear not: for I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine.’ (Isaiah 43:1). � ey may not be immune 
from the bodily e� ects of COVID-19, but not 
one single pestilence symptom will alarm or 
distress them in the same way, all because the 
Lord has assured them, whether it be wellness 
or unwellness, life or death: ‘Lo, I am with you 
always; I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.’ 
(Hebrews 13:5).

Sadly, these truths mean nothing to the unbe-
liever or an unconverted world.

It is high time we repented of our sins, indi-
vidually and collectively, and turned again to 
the God of our Fathers. When we do, blessing 
will follow: ‘Blessed is the nation whose God is 
the Lord.’ Psalm 33:12.

Donald J Morrison, Inverness.
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� e communities of Spean Bridge 
and Roy Bridge are exploring the 
idea of a link for safe active travel 
between the two locations.

� ose behind the scheme 
say they are are hoping to 
make an application to active 
travel charity, SUSTRANS, for a 
feasibility study.

Ideas include a route parallel 
to the A86 between Roy Bridge 
and Spean Bridge; from Roy 
Bridge to the south side of the 
Spean at Bunroy linking to tracks 
to Spean Bridge and a possible 
connection from Spean Bridge 
to the Leanachan crossroads 
on the south side of the railway 
to connect with paths to Fort 
William.

Organisers told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘We would welcome 
ideas and participation from the 
communities of the two villages. 
We have � e support of Kate 
Forbes MSP’

Anyone interested should email 
speanroylink@gmail.com

Spean Bridge 
communities explore 
active travel link

Virtual fundraiser draws grand support
Organisers of Lochaber Model and 
Cra� s Show are overwhelmed at the 
amount of support they received for 
their online version of the annual 
event.

� is year’s fundraising show should 
have taken place on May 2 but, like 
many other events, was cancelled 
due to the coronavirus lockdown.

Instead its organisers moved the 
show online, inviting contributors to 
send in photographs instead.

Keen to still raise money for this 
year’s benefactors, the Belford 
Hospital, chief organiser Robert 
Wilson made a model of an NHS 
Highland lorry which was auctioned 

o�  during the online show as well as 
inviting people to make donations. 
� e total raised was £1,400, with Mr 
Wilson hading over a cheque to con-
sultant surgeon Susana Fernandez-
Diaz this week.

‘On behalf of the show organisers 
I would like to thank you all very 
much for all the kind donations and 
for the support provided over the 
show weekend,’ said Robert.

‘To raise this amount without 
having a physical show I think is 
brilliant, we should all give ourselves 
a medal.’

Photograph: ABrightside Photography

� e Lochaber Marie Curie 
Fundraising Group would normally 
be busy selling tickets for their annual 
ladies’ lunch throughout June.

For obvious reasons this year, that 
event cannot take place so the group 
have been coming up with new ways 
to raise funds.

In May they did a virtual cycle 
and on Saturday June 20 they held a 
Blooming

Great Tea Party at Home for nearly 
130 people.

For a donation, people had a 
scrumptious a� ernoon tea in a box 
delivered to their home. Many of 
those taking part had hoped for fair 
weather, to allow them to be in their 
respective gardens with neighbours 
and friends to enjoy the occasion.

Not only was there beautiful, warm 
sunshine, but the slight easing of 
lockdown regulations allowed some 
people who had been shielding for 
weeks, to meet friends or family, at an 
appropriate distance in gardens.

Some of those taking part, used 
their best china tea sets, put up 
bunting and dressed for the occasion. 
� rough their generosity and with 

the assistance of Morrisons in Fort 
William, Corpach Co-op and a loyal 
group of helpers, a staggering £1,677 
was raised.

� e local group would like to thank 
everyone involved.

‘� is idea started as just a thought of 
a wee event for our family and friends 
and grew into a wonderful day, shared 
by well over 1oo people spread across 
Lochaber,’ said a spokesperson.

‘� ere were also many of our usual 
faithful supporters who we didn’t 
managed to

contact to let them know it was on, 
so we will de� nitely be doing it again.’

Crews from Kinlochleven Fire Station 
are taking part in a socially distanced 
sponsored cycle, on Sunday, covering 
200 miles round Loch Leven while 
wearing their full � re kit.

Ten members of the crew will 
attempt to cover 200 miles, 10 laps 
of Loch Leven (or as many miles 
as possible) within a 12-hour time 
period in a bid to raise £1,000 to be di-
vided equally between Kinlochleven 
Primary School and the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service Family Support 
Trust.

� is will be no easy challenge as � re 
kit is designed to provide protection 
from extreme heat, so it is safe to say 

the crew will be lovely and warm no 
matter what the weather throws at 
them.

Kinlochleven Fire and Rescue is 
also looking for new recruits to join 
the team. To apply candidates should 
visit the myjobscotland website or 
contact the Fort William district 
o�  ce on 01397 707670 for more 
information. Potential candidates are 
required to live within � ve minutes of 
the station.

Blooming great tea party raises 
more than £1,600 for Marie Curie

Kinlochleven � re crews warm up for charity cycle

The � re� ghters aim to raise money 
for Kinlochleven Primary School 
and the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Family Support Trust. 

Those that took part were sent a 
delicious afternoon tea to enjoy.

Family Run Business Since 2005 • Accredited Installer  • SEPA & CHAS Registered

CALL: 01546 603989
info@mbcargyll.com   •   mbcargyll.com

SEPTIC TANK 
Do you need your tank checked? Need an

installation quote? We’re here to help.

SEPTIC TATAT NKKNK

Still operating 
under Government 

guidelines
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We realise that many more businesses would love to 
be open, serving locals and visitors alike – our deepest 
empathy goes out to these businesses and we look 
forward to seeing their doors wide open when this is 
all over.
Please feel free to get in touch with us if you would 
like to feature your business, or know a business that 
should be included. Email nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk 
or get in touch via our Facebook page on messenger.
Let’s spread the word as much as we can! 

SUPERMARKETS AND FOODHALLS

MARKS & SPENCER FOODHALL
Open 8am-8pm Mon-Sat, until 6pm Sun
Mon and Thurs 8am-9am elderly customer priority
Tues and Fri 8am-9am NHS sta�  only
Social distancing measures in place
Tel: 01397 600208

MORRISONS
Open Mon-Sat 7am-8pm
7am-8pm Sunday

Weekdays 7am-8am for NHS workers priority and 
7am-8am Sunday
All colleagues with an NHS badge will be able to get 
into the store to stock up on the products they need.
Please note all our cafes are now closed.
Tel: 01397 700333
Tel: 0345 6116111 option 5 for doorstop deliveries for 
elderly and vulnerable

LIDL
Open Mon-Fri 8am-10pm
Sun 8am-8pm
Tel: 0800 977 7766

ALDI
Open Mon-Sat 8am-8pm
Sun 9am-8pm
8am-9am for example plus key worker priority at tills
Tel:  0800 042 0800

FARMFOODS
Open: 8am-8pm Mon-Fri
Sat: 8am-7pm
Sun: 9am-6pm
Tel: 0121 700 7160
CO-OP STORES
CAOL, CORPACH, MALLAIG
Mon-Sun: 7am-8pm
Key worker priority shopping: 8am-9am (Sun 
10am-11am)
Tel: 01397 703302

TESCO EXPRESS
Open: 7am-9pm Mon-Sat. Sun: 10am-5pm
NHS/Key Worker Priority Hour: Tuesday/Thursday 9am-
10am Sunday 9am-10am. Vulnerable customers Monday 
9am-10am, Wednesday 9am-10am, Friday 9-10am

TAKEAWAY FOOD

THE GEOGRAPHER
Open for orders Fri-Sun, from 4.30pm
Order from 2.30pm
See FB page for full menu
Delivery service
Tel: 01397 705011

SPICE TANDOORI 
Open daily from 4pm
Phone orders only
Payment preferred over telephone by card
Deliveries from 5pm
Tel: 01397 705192

MACARI’S FISH & CHIPS
Order via JustEat
Order from 3.30pm for collection from 4pm.
Social distancing rules apply for queuing customers
Tel: 01397 703333

BEN NEVIS TAKEAWAY
Inverlochy
Pizza!
Place your order via JustEat or
Tel: 01397706171

THE STABLES RESTAURANT
Extensive takeaway available with weekend specials.
Tel: 01397 700730, Wed-Sat, 5pm-9pm
Contactless collection service.

TORLINNHE GUEST HOUSE
Starts next week
3-course special menu and Healthy Juice menu
Collection from Achintore Road.
20% discount for NHS workers
Visit Facebook page for more information

CAFE MANGO
Special take-away menu
From Friday 1st May and every Tuesday to Sunday.
Place orders from 2pm on 01397 698183.
Delivery service or open to one-person collection
Check FB page for full menu

LOCHSIDE BRASSERIE AT THE WHISPERING PINE 
LODGE
Now Open
Drive-in takeaway and delivery
11am-2.30pm and 5pm-9pm
Tel: 01397 713966 or  07903 082501
Spean Bridge, PH34 4DZ

CRAFTS & THINGS, GLENCOE 
Café open for takeaway food, 3rd to 5th July. Café open for 
takeaway and outdoor area seating, 6th to 14thJuly. Open 
as normal from 15th July. 10am-4pm weekdays, 9.30-4pm 
weekends. T. 01855 811325 W. www.craftsandthings.co.uk

We are publishing this information in association with Lochaber Chamber of Commerce. Featuring the businesses 
in Lochaber that are open and able to o� er vital products and services to our community during the current Covid-19 

pandemic. Many of these businesses are working under extreme pressure to bring quality products and services to 
the people of Lochaber and beyond. Please remember to exercise caution when shopping and only shop for essential 

supplies. Along with our wonderful NHS sta�  and carers, our local food, fuel, news platforms and home supply 
businesses are our community champions!
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LOCH LEVEN SEAFOOD CAFÉ, ONICH
Open for takeaway from 9th July, Thurs / Fri / Sat only, 
from shop. 01855 821048  www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.
co.uk

LOCAL FRESH FOOD SUPPLIERS

LOCHABER LARDER 
Blar Mhor Ind. Estate
Collection or delivery
Shop open: 9am-1pm, Tues to Sat for collection
In conjunction with Iain Stewart Fishmonger, JM 
Breckenridge and Glen Spean Brewery
Great selection of meats, � sh, vegetables, eggs, milk, 
butter and � our
Check out FB for list of details
Order by 1pm for next day delivery
Fort William and surrounding area, Mon-Sat
Mallaig Tues & Thurs
Strontian &Acharacle Wed
Kinlochleven & Ballachulish Thurs
Spean Bridge & Roy Bridge Sat
Telephone orders: 01397 703070

IAIN STEWART FISHMONGER
Collection or delivery – Blar Mhor Ind. Estate
Open 9am-1pm Tues to Sat
lobster , langoustine , kings scallops, mussels , also fresh in 
from peterhead � sh Market
wild halibut , monk� sh , Haddock , lemon sole, hake, cod
Deliveries available outwith these hours
Check out Facebook for updates
Tel orders: 07795 232324

THE WILDCAT
Fort William
Open 11am-4pm
Tues, Thurs, Sat
Doors closed but we will assist at the door
Usual selection of declicous vegan food
Ordering in advance helps.
Wildcat.groceries@gmail.com

FOOD LOCHABER
We're back soon!  
Orders for locally grown fresh produce open on Thursday 
23rd April, and we'll deliver safely to your doorstep on the 
30th. There's never been a more important time to shop 
locally and support small scale growers in the community. 
Visit: www.foodlochaber.org for more info.

WILDCAT
Vegetables!
Deliveries can be arranged locally
please pre-order fruit and vegetables. Check FB for 
catalogue. Please place orders by 2pm Sundays for 
delivery to us the following Thursday. If you can’t collect, 
have a delivery from us on the Thursday, we can keep fruit 
and veg for you for the Saturday or following Tuesday.

ARDSHEALACH SMOKEHOUSE & FINE FOODS
Glenuig
Order online: www.smokedproduce.com
Tel: 01687 470266

NEVIS BAKERY
Fort William shop closed to the public but products 
available from Road to the Isles � lling station, Spar 
Claggan, Grange Stores, Co-op stores in Caol, Corpach 
and Mallaig
Tel: 01397 772087

BUILDING, PLUMBING, DIY SUPPLIES

LBS
the shop � oor is closed to non-sta� . emailed orders/ 
enquiries preferred. 
alternatively by phone 
sales@lochaberdiy.co.uk or 01397 700350
orders will be left out the back of our yard at a pre-ar-
ranged time.
deliveries may be possible but please enquire � rst. we will 
try our best to accommodate.
H.I.S 
Call/email to order then collect
Open 8am-5pm Mon-Fri for collections

Telephone your order ahead on 01397 705159
Visit: www.hisltd.co.uk
MACTAVISH PLUMBING & HEATING
Open for emergency call-outs
Tel: 07547 237737

LEGAL SERVICES

MACPHEE & PARTNERS
Available: Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm
We remain fully available to assist with your legal and 
property matters – with protective measures in place. 
Providing a local and personal service in these di�  cult 
times.
Tel: 01397701000
Email: law@macphee.co.uk

GARAGES 

FORT WILLIAM TYRE SERVICES
Open for essential workers and commercial freight 
organisations
Tel: 01397 700277 or 07702 433 495

MCCONECHY’S TYRES & EXHAUSTS
Open as usual Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm
Sat 8.30am-12.30pm
Social distancing measures in place
Tel: 01397 706197
Email: fort-william@mcconechys.co.uk
www.mcconechys.co.uk

FUEL/SERVICE STATIONS

BP ROAD TO THE ISLES
Open 7 days, 24 hours
Jet wash, shop and o�  license
Tel: 01397 703406
ESSO GARAGE
Open 24 hours, 7 days
Tel: 01397 702706

GLEANERS
(Ben Nevis Filling Station Fort William and Onich Services)
Tel: 01397 702346 ahead of travelling for opening hours

MORRISONS SERVICE STATION
Open 6.30am-10.30pm, 
Tel: 01397 700333
GLENCOE FILLING STATION
Open 7 days 8am-6.30pm (from 10am Sun)
Tel: 01855 811308

THE FERRY STORES & KILCHOAN FILLING STATION
Open Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm, 
For all your essential supplies.
Free local delivery.
Tel: 01972 510201

JOHNSTON BROS FILLING STATION, MALLAIG
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm
Tel: 01687 462 215

MORAR MOTORS
Car hire, breakdown and recovery
Car Hire 01687 462118
Recovery 01687 462118
E. morarmotors@aol.com (Mallaig)
E. contact@morarmotorskyel.. (Kyle)

STRONTIAN FILLING STATION
Open Mon-Sat 8am-7pm. Sun 10.30am-6pm
Tel: 01967 402135 

TAXIS
For essential travel only:
A&A TAXIS
Available 24/7
Tel: 01397 701702
SPEEDERS CABS
Available 24/7
Tel: 01397 704000

CHEMIST & HEALTHCARE

BOOTS THE CHEMIST 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5.30pm
Please call ahead to ensure repeat prescriptions are ready
Tel: 01397 705143

CONVENIENCE STORES/ NEWSAGENTS

STRONTIAN STORES
Free delivery for those unable to leave their homes
Telephone orders to 01967 402268
Email strontiashop@gmail.com
SPAR
Claggan and Grange Road
Open 8am-9pm, 7 days
Fruit, veg, meat, lottery, wines, beers and spirits
Tel: 01397 702558 – Claggan
Tel: 01397 705562 – Grange Road

PET SUPPLIES

DIRECT PET SUPPLIES/PETSTOP
Open Tuesday - 9:00am until 5:30pm
Thursday - 9:00am until 5:30pm
Saturday - 10:00am until 5:00 pm
Social distancing measures in place
Tel: 01397 700715 

SHOPS & ONLINE SHOPPING 

HOLROYD GALLERY, NORTH BALLACHULISH
Opening Monday 29 June, then Tues-Sat, 10am-1pm for 
private viewings by arrangement and 2-5pm open with 
restricted numbers. Online sales also available: www.
holroydgallery.co.uk e. sarah@holroydgallery.co.uk t. 
01855 821277
GLEN SPEAN BREWERY
Message via Facbook page for delivery to your door all 
around Lochaber
See FB for full menu and pricelist
www.glenspeanbrewing.com
PH33 WEB SHOP
Beautiful gift items available and gift vouchers available 
on the website. 
Easy online ordering and delivery to your door. W: https://
ph33.onlineweb.shop
T: 07443656528
GREAT GLEN CHARCUTERIE
Delivered to your door
Check FB for recipe ideas and updates
www.greatglencharcuterie.com 
Use code FREEDELIVERY for orders over £20
Tel: 01397 712121
SKIRR SKINCARE
Skirr is the sustainable solution for adventure and endur-
ance athletes who love nature and the outdoors.
www.skirrskin.co.uk
Tel: 07709014479
EMPORIUM OF WORLDLY GOODS
We are delivering to the local area for free (minimum 
order £10, Fort William to Corpach to Torlundy) or you can 
collect food, soaps, disinfectant, essential oils, or anything 
else you might need, from the shopfront by appointment
Visit FB page for details on how to order online
THE HIGHLAND SOAP COMPANY
Open, 0915-1715, Monday to Saturday, 1015-1615, Sunday 
W. www.highlandsoaps.com/
MARSHALL & PEARSON
Telephone orders taken on Wednesday between 10am 
and 12pm for same day delivery.
Order on 01397 700500
Enquiries via messenger
THE GRANITE HOUSE
Open, 12-4pm, Monday to Saturday T. 01397 703651 W. 
www.granitehousefortwilliam.co.uk/
PIXEL SPIRITS DISTILLERY & GIN SCHOOL
Delivered locally, posted or collection. Gin, gift items, 
vouchers and online experiences.
Pixel Spirits Hand Sanitiser is available for locals to collect, 
and bulk orders taken for local businesses.
W: www.pixelspiritsltd.co.uk
T: 07443656528

CRAFTS & THINGS, GLENCOE 
Gift and book shop open, 10am-4pm weekdays, 9.30-4pm 
weekends. T. 01855 811325 W. www.craftsandthings.co.uk
TOOLS & TACKLE, BALLACHULISH
Open, 10am-12.30pm, Mon-Sat. T. 01855 811111 W. www.
toolsandtackle.co.uk
THE HIGHLAND BOOKSHOP 
Open, 12-4pm Monday to Saturday T. 01397 705931 W. 
www.highlandbookshop.com/

OTHER INFO FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICES

FOODBANK BALLACHULISH
Visit FB page for more information FB: Covid-19: 
Ballachulish Community Support
New foodbank at the Ballachulish Village Hall on Fridays 
12PM-2pm

FOODBANK LOCHABER
Tel: 01397 700212/077785 03276
www.lochaberfoodbank.org
FB: lochaberfoodbank

LOCHABER CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
We are still working, although we are working from home 
we are still here for you.
Due to COVID-19, we are running a reduced service. To 
help keep you and our sta�  safe, our bureau will only be 
operating a telephone and email advice service. Tel: 01397 
705311 (10 am to 4 pm), Email: adviser@lochaberCAB.
casonline.org.uk

LOCHABER HOPE
Running a fully remote service.
Tel: 01397 704836, 
email: reception@lochaberhope.org.uk
FB: lochaberhope or www.lochaberhope.org.uk

SPORT AND LEISURE

RUGGED PADDLEBOARD
Private Loch Leven Lessons or Rental, available by ar-
rangement. Full details www.ruggedpaddleboard.co.uk/
covid-phase2/ Contact: e. info@ruggedpaddleboard.co.uk  
or t. 01855 604 044 

HIGHLAND TITLES NATURE RESERVE
Car park and paths open, please take any litter home with 
you and leave only footprints, details: www.highlandtitles.
com/nature-reserves/
SHIEL BUSES AND CITYLINK 
Both companies continue to run reduced timetable for 
essential journeys
www.shielbuses.co.uk
www.citylink.co.uk

OFF BEAT BIKES
Bike Hire & Shop
Open Mon, Wed, Fri 12pm-4pm
or by appointment only

DRAGON’S TOOTH GOLF COURSE
Open fully, normal hours.
For more info on safe gol� ng with us at this time visit 
glencoeactivities.com
Tel 01855 413202

CRANKITUPGEAR
Glencoe
Bike repairs and sales available by arrangement/
pre-booking only
Tel: 01855 811694

KINLOCHLAICH GARDEN CENTRE
Open 7 days, 10am-4pm.
Also available by arrangement/pre-booking in addition to 
public opening hours after 4pm.
W: www.kinlochlaichgardencentre.co.uk 
T: 07881525754

Information correct at time of going to press. Check 
www.obantimes.co.uk/openforbusiness for updated information. This 
page will run in the Lochaber Times every week for as long as necessary 
- printed information will be updated weekly.

KINDLY SPONSORED BY

PROUD TO BE PART 
OF THE LOCHABER 
COMMUNITY
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SPORT

FRIDAY FORECASTTide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 2, 2020 are listed below with 
diff erences for major ports listed underneath. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

TIDES

HIGH LOW

14 12
MPH14

Tidal Constants: 
(Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Thursday July 2, 2020

FORT WILLIAM WEATHER
THURSDAY 
Light cloud and a gentle breeze.
Temperatures 10°C to 15ºC.
FRIDAY 
Heavy rain and a moderate breeze 12°C to 
14ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK 
Saturday 
Light rain and a moderate breeze 11°C to 14ºC.
Sunday
Light rain and a moderate breeze 10°C to 15ºC.

Thur 03:13 3.4 09:40 1.2
 15:49 3.4 21:44 1.1
Fri 04:07 3.5 10:30 1.1
 16:34 3.6 22:41 1.0
Sat 04:54 3.6 11:15 0.9
 17:16 3.8 23.33 0.9
Sun **:** *.* 05:37 3.7
 11:58 0.9 17:56 3.9
Mon 00:20 0.9 06:17  3.7
 12:39 0.8 18:36 4.0
Tues 01.05 0.9 06.55 3.6 
 13.20 0.9 19.15 3.9
Wed 01.48 1.0 07.32 3.5
 13.59 1.0 19.54 3.8

Athletics is virtually back 
on track in Lochaber
Lochaber Athletics Club is 
gearing up for a competitive 
month with the launch of their 
summer league having taken 
place on Monday (June 29), 
writes Fiona Scott.

A schedule of eight runs has 
been devised for the month 
of July with members and 
non members being invited 
to take part in one, some or 
all of them. Once each run 
is complete competitors will 
record their times either with 
a club o�  cial, or on the social 
networking site Strava.

� e league kicked o�  with 
a virtual Triple Hirple, 
which competitors have until   
Sunday, July 5, to complete. 
� ose outwith the area will be 
able to compete by completing 
hills of similar height and race 
distance.

� e Virtual LAC Summer 
League was the brainchild 
of Helen Smith who herself 
has just completed a West 
Highland Way virtual chal-
lenge, clocking up 95 miles in 
the space of a week.

Helen told us: ‘We have a 
winter league which club 
members really enjoy so even 
before coronavirus swept the 
country we had already spoken 
about getting a summer league 
up and running.

‘It became very clear during 
lockdown that athletes were 
losing some of their momen-
tum and were not going out 
as much as they didn’t really 
have anything to aim for, so we 
decided to adapt the idea of a 
league to become virtual in an 
attempt to give a bit more focus 
and enjoyment to the running.’

� e main aims of the league 
are fun, exercise, challenge 
and competition. Runs must 
take place during the allocated 
week, with runs recorded ear-
lier or later being discounted.

Athletes are being asked 
to keep within the current 
Scottish Government guide-
lines. Anyone wishing to par-
ticipate who does not live near 
to Fort William can join in 
by using a roughly equivalent 
run near to where they live.

To take part, simply com-
plete the runs listed below, 
and time yourself. � en text/
Facebook message/WhatsApp 
(07515 696385) or email your  
run time to Helen Smith, 
helen@leap.scot, during the 
appropriate week.

Week 1 (June 29-July 5): 
Melantee, Half Ben Nevis, Cow 

Hill (from swimming pool).
Week 2 (July 6-July 12): 5k – 
Nevis Range Park Run route; 5k 
– Swimming Pool, anti-clockwise 
Peat Track, down lumpy-bumpy.

Week 3 (July 13-July 19): 10k 
– Reverse park run, North Face 
car park, over bridge, turn le� , 
Sandy’s Brae, Puggy Line end, 
Nevis Range; 10k – Vitri� ed Fort 
and back, from Braveheart car 
park.

Week 4 (July 20-July 26): Half 
Marathon – Claggan Park to 
Steall Falls car park and back.

Although many of the runs 
are deemed to be excessive for 
junior runners, parents are be-
ing invited to send in 5k times 
so that the younger athletes 
can join in too.

For more information or 
to sign up just join the LAC 
Summer League Facebook or 
Strava page.

On the sidelines with Peter Newman
Kinlochleven sports writer 
Peter Newman has teamed up 
with the Lochaber Times to 
contribute some general ideas, 
thoughts and sporting trivia 
on an ad hoc basis during the 
remainder of lockdown.

� is week Peter is sharing his 
recommendations for sports 
viewing from the comfort of 
your own home.

Basketball: Hoop Dreams.  
Before the winning comes the 
work. � is 1994 movie follows 
two African American high 
school students from Chicago 
at the same time as the city’s 

Bulls are tearing up the 
professional game. Moving, 
inspirational and frustrating 
all at the same time. Net� ix.

Rugby:  All or Nothing – � e 
All Blacks. � is series got 
exclusive access to the dressing 
room of the mighty All Blacks 
for the � rst time in their histo-
ry. � e footage and the match 
play are second to none – every 
bone snapping tackle is seen 
and heard in high def – and the 
characters within the team are 
fascinating. Amazon Prime.

Football: An Impossible Job 

– Fancy watching an England 
manager screw up quali� cation 
for a World Cup, get compared 
to a root vegetable and upset 
that nice bloke o�  Match of the 
Day by substituting him for a 
doughy poor imitation called 
Smudger? Of course you do. 
� is 1994 documentary saw 
Graham Taylor’ career go the 
way of all things and is why so 
many documentaries control 
access tightly. YouTube.

Cricket: Fire in Babylon. 
2010’s Fire in Babylon is the 
story of the most successful 
team in cricket and, arguably, 

all sport. What many people 
may be less aware of is the 
racism and barriers encoun-
tered by this team under the 
leadership of legend Clive 
Lloyd and gum chewing Black 
Consciousness � gurehead Viv 
Richards. Fire in Babylon is the 
real deal. DVD.

Boxing: When We Were 
Kings. Lots of people know 
the story of the Rumble in the 
Jungle; or at least think they do. 
1996’s When We Were Kings 
explains the politics behind 
the sport. George Foreman 
is all at sea; Muhammad Ali 

connecting with the people in 
a spiritual way. An Oscar win-
ning, towering achievement of 
a documentary which explains 
the boxing in as captivating a 
way as the politics behind the 
sporting spectacle. DVD

Visit pajnewman.com 
to � nd more of Peter’s 

recommendations.

Peter Newman.

Lochaber Athletic 
Club’s Helen Smith 
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