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A family who founded a  char-
ity to give bereaved families 
a break, is camping out for 
26 nights to make up for lost 
funds during lockdown.

Susan and Andrew Simpson 
with their daughters Niamh, 
11, and Charis, 15, have turned 
their Appin garden into 
Tentland so they can take part 
in the TwoPointSixChallenge 
launched to help save UK 
charities losing millions from 
COVID-cancelled fundraising 
events, including the 26-mile 
long London Marathon which 
should have taken place on 
April 26.

� e � rst sleep under canvas 
on April 26 was ‘baltic’ said 
Susan, but they are determined 
to carry on camping for their 
charity which is so close to 
their hearts.

� e Simpsons, who lost two 
baby girls, started Anam Cara 
Fasgadh 10 months ago to 
provide a network of respite 
accommodation for grieving 

families. More than £20,000 
has been raised so far, but 
COVID-19 has hit plans to 
open their � rst caravan at 
Tralee Bay next year.

Dad Andrew was planning 
on climbing Ben Nevis the 
weekend before Father’s Day in 
June with more than 125 others 
who had signed up for � e Big 
Steps for Small Feet night time 
challenge, with only moonlight 
and torches to light their way.

� e event  has now been put 
o�  until June 2021.

Anam Cara Fasgadh is one of 
10 child bereavement charities 

set to bene� t from the night 
hike organised by another of 
the charity’s trustees Michael 
McGuire from Fort William 
in memory of his stillborn son 
Kyle. Other fundraising events 
were also being planned for 
Anam Cara Fasgadh this year, 
including a spring ceilidh in 
Oban.

Susan said: ‘We have been 
so blessed that over the last 10 
months we have raised £20,000 
towards our caravan at Tralee 
Bay. 

‘But our fundraisers are now 
unable to take part in organ-

ised challenges and events due 
to lockdown. 

‘We have regretfully had to 
move Big Steps for Small Feet 
to June 2021, a disappointing 
but necessary decision to pro-
tect the 125-plus challengers 
who were joining us for that 
event.

‘If anyone can spare the cost 
of a cup of co� ee, the girls 
would be delighted if they 
would donate £2.60, or more if 
they choose,’ said Susan, who 
is � t and well a� er a suspected 
case of coronavirus and is 
back working  as a member of 
Oban High School’s support 
sta�  helping with a children’s 
hub, food parcels and welfare 
checks during the COVID 
outbreak.

To make a Tentland donation 
go to just giving.com/team/
� eSimpsonCampers

Anyone inspired to come up 
with their own 2.6 Challenge 
or set up camp at home for 
Anam Cara Fasgadh, should 
email Susan Simpson at susan.
simpson@anamcarafasgadh.
org

Happy campers 
defy charity blow

Kerrera is brightening up 
lockdown by creating a giant 
rainbow visible from Oban.

Families have been 
working on it separately 
and hoped the community 
collaboration would be 
ready for tonight’s Clap For 
Carers.

Farmer and postwoman 
Gill Vollum, who came 
up with the idea, said 
the rainbow was to show 
solidarity and hope with 
their mainland neighbours 

– as well as being something 
fun for youngsters to spot.
Isle of Kerrera Development 
Trust organised the paints 
with decor company New 
Re� exions donating more 
than 100 slates and each 
family choosing di� erent 
colours to paint.

‘Once painted, the plan 
is to have each colour of 
the rainbow added into 
position by each family – a 
true collaboration of e� orts,’ 
added Gill.

Kerrera joins in rainbow fun

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Charis, Niamh and mum Susan smile for dad Andrew’s 
camera. Ferris Glen-Wright enjoys helping out with the painting.
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Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 

Easdale islanders turned out to 
sing Happy Birthday to their 
oldest resident Mary Withall 
– keeping a social distance, of 
course.

Mary, who turned 90 on April 
16, had been looking forward 
to a big family celebration, 
with visitors coming from as 
far away as Hong Kong, until 
coronavirus put paid to that.

Flights had been booked, 
holiday cottages reserved on 
Easdale and a meal at an Oban 
hotel planned, but COVID-19 
called the birthday o�  - or so 
Mary  thought. ‘I anticipated 
nothing more than a lonely 
day spent messaging by email 
but around 10am I was sum-
moned to my door to � nd the 
entire population of the island 
scattered around the square, 
the statutory two metres apart, 
and at my door presents, cards, 
cake, chocolates, bottles and 
� owers,’ said Mary.

‘� e island’s resident musi-
cians struck up a note and the 
crowd sang Happy Birthday. 
In all my 90 years I have never 
received such a marvellous 
birthday present. I would like 
to thank all my friends and 

Easdale turns out for 
Mary’s 90th birthday

neighbours for their support, 
their generosity and the love 
they displayed in ensuring my 
day would be such a memora-
ble one,’ she added.

Even before Mary’s birthday, 
Easdale residents had turned 
volunteers, shopping and bak-
ing to make lives of the island’s 
elderly and those self-isolating 
a little better. ‘To say Mary 
was overwhelmed would be an 
understatement,’ said friend 
Alice Clayton.

Easdale has been Mary’s 
home since 1988 a� er she 
bought a cottage to retire to.

For a number of years, Mary 
and her husband helped run 
Jean Adam’s Easdale Folk 
Museum before becoming 
founder members of the Slate 
Islands Heritage Trust which 
opened its heritage centre in 
Ellenabeich in April 2000. 
Mary has written seven novels 
linked to the lives of the slate 
quarrymen and following the 

course of medical practices on 
the islands from around 1870.

Her  most recent novel 
recorded the adventures of a 
group from nearby Belnahua 
island who emigrated to the 
South Island of New Zealand 
a� er the Disruption in the 
Church of Scotland in 1843.

� e Islands that Roofed the 
World, � e Easdale Doctor 
and the Villages of Northern 
Argyll are among her non-� c-
tion work.

Mary was overwhelmed by the generosity of her friends and 
neighbours on Easdale in helping her celebrate her 90th 
birthday.

Crime writers 
recreate Bloody 
Scotland quiz

A delighted Mary listens 
to fellow islanders singing 
Happy Birthday.

Easdale islanders followed 
social distancing rules to 
keep two metres apart when 
they gathered to send 90th 
birthday wishes to Mary. 

Authors Val McDermid, 
Chris Brookmyre and Mark 
Billingham have teamed up 
with two major crime writing 
festivals – Bloody Scotland 
and Bute Noir – to hold a 
version of their popular quiz.

Along with fellow authors 
Susi Holliday, Luca Veste and 
Mason Cross, they will appear 
live on YouTube to bring some 
festival fun to lockdown.

Hosted by quiz master 
and crime writer Craig 
Robertson, the teams will 
play it for laughs as they try 
to outdo each other in a battle 
of wits and knowledge, with 
music rounds, charades and 
quick� re questions all likely 
to be on the menu.

Val McDermid said: 
‘Now that there’s no more 
University Challenge to divide 
the nation, we’re virtually 
stepping up to the plate.’

Quizknobs and Zoomsticks 
– the title dreamed up by 
Mark Billingham – will go live 
on Friday May 1 at 8.15pm. It 
will be hosted on the Crime 
Waves YouTube channel. 
Author Craig Robertson who 
is on the board of both Bute 
Noir and Bloody Scotland 
said: ‘� ink Never Mind 
the Buzzcocks or Mock the 
Week. � e authors are very 
quick-witted and funny, and 
occasionally a bit sweary, so 
we hope we can give people a 
laugh and take their minds o�  
lockdown for an hour or so.’w 

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

In view of the current Covid-19 situation we are not currently 
carrying out any property inspections. We will only resume when 

we are sure it is safer for both our staff and our clients. 
However, we have staff working remotely who are able to 

answer and advise on any property related questions or issues 
that may be of concern. Please do not hesitate to contact us 

should you require such assistance.

In the meantime please stay safe.

Your Local 
Hermes Carrier
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We have launched a helpline to 
help steer companies through the 
Coronavirus lockdown period.

We want to assist those businesses 
that, through no fault of their own, 
� nd themselves confronting various 
pressing business problems as a direct 
result of the government restrictions to 
quell the spread of COVID-19.

There are various options available to 
businesses and if you need a sounding 
board or to speak to a � nancial expert 
about your options, we are here to 
listen and o� er free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

168 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000
4 High Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478

{                    }Wylie & Bisset giving free business advice to steer 
Scottish businesses through Coronavirus lockdown

Call now on 
0141 566 7096

Trustees of an historic church 
have turned down a tearoom’s 
plans to help feed the elderly 
during the coronavirus 
outbreak.

Iain Scott, a former Marie 
Curie nurse who runs the Kirk 
Tearoom next to St Conan’s 
Kirk in Lochawe, said he was 
stumped when the trustees 
rejected his plan to turn his 
kitchen into a temporary 
takeaway.

� e church and the tea-
room are closed because of 
COVID-19 but as a business 
he could legally sell takeaways 
food, he says.

Mr Scott said it was carers 
and district nurses who � rst 
asked him if he could provide 
takeaway meals for elderly 
people from Taynuilt out to 
Dalmally.

‘I’m worth my weight in 
gold to o� er this service. I 
know what I’m doing, I’ve 
done my homework and it’s 
a service people suggested to 
me because it’s needed in our 
community.

‘I even o� ered to do it on a 
trial basis but the trustees said 
no. I’ve asked three times now 
and they won’t tell me why 
they keep refusing. 

‘My kitchen is � t for pur-
pose, I’ve been in touch with 

environmental health and 
my public liability insurance 
covers everything.

‘� is is not a money-making 
venture. � e menu is a� orda-
ble to feed the people who 
need the meals and, anyway, 
the trustees, as per our lease 
agreement, would still get ten 
per cent of any sales.

‘� e Kirk is a place of wor-
ship but it’s not willing to help 
me help others even though 
they get thousands of pounds 
of funding to help with their 
restoration projects. 

‘I think they do a brilliant job 
of that but I just don’t under-
stand their reasons for turning 

me down. In a crisis like this, 
everyone is having to adapt but 
they are not willing to bend at 
all,’ he said.

� e trustees are separate 
to the Friends of St Conan’s 
Kirk which fundraises for the 
building.

Mr Scott’s plan was to run 
takeaways and a delivery 
service from the Kirk Tearoom 
on Fridays and Saturdays from 
noon to 8pm on a ring to order 
basis.

Carers would pick up the 
meals to warm later in clients 
homes or collect them hot 
and ready-to-go - all under 
COVID-19 hygiene rules.

‘I know about infection con-
trol. I’ve been a palliative nurse 
and have lots of experience of 
barrier nursing. I would not be 
putting anyone at risk of the 
virus,’ he said.

A statement from the trus-
tees said: ‘� e trustees of St 
Conan’s Kirk are following 
government guidelines and 
made the decision to keep the 
Kirk, its tearoom and environs 
locked down until the restric-
tions are li� ed. � ese steps 
were taken for the safety of all 
our volunteers, sta� , custom-
ers and other helpers. 

‘A number of groups, 
volunteers and Argyll and 
Bute Council are supporting 
vulnerable people with their 
needs at this time, including 
food deliveries.’

Takeaway a 
‘no go’, says 
Kirk trustees

Iain Scott wanted to open a takeaway for the vulnerable at his tearoom leased from St 
Conan’s Kirk, pictured below.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Crowdfunder Iain is ‘summit’ else!
Iain Cruickshanks has been 
taking his daily exercise 
to the max, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

� e 53-year-old who lives 
on Luing has climbed the 
height of Ben Nevis in aid 
of   the island’s emergency 
COVID-19 Fund - without 
straying far from his door-
step in Cullipool.

Keen Munro-bagger Mr 
Cruickshanks, who works 
as a mechanic in Oban 
and is crew commander of 
Luing’s voluntary � re service, 
decided to put his time in 
lockdown away from the 
hills to good use and to help 
his community out in hard 
times.

To raise as much money 
as he could, he climbed 
the equivalent height of 
Scotland’s tallest mountain, 
all 1,344.53 metres of it, by 
going up and down to the 
lo� iest point on Luing 14.5 
times.

Two days a� er creating a 
Justgiving page with the goal 
of raising £250 for the Luing 
COVID-19 Fund, he had 
more than doubled his goal 
with the amount shooting 

above £600. � e challenge 
was on � ursday April 23, 
while wife Fiona and her 
mum and mum-in-law were 
self-isolating and shielding 
from the virus at home.

Fiona said: ‘Iain is being 
very responsible staying at 
home despite longing to bag 
more Munros especially in 
this beautiful weather, he’s 
about halfway through them 
all.

‘For now he’s just having 
to make do with Luing’s trig 
point. He’s had to climb it 
14-and-a-half-times to get to 
the same height as Ben Nevis 
but, of course, it was only 
the going up that counted so 
he really has gone the extra 
distance for his community.’

By the end of the challenge 
Iain had taken 28,306 steps, 
covered 20.79 kilometres and 
burned o�  3,631 calories in 
311 minutes.

To make a donation towards 
Iain’s challenge go to just-
giving.com/crowdfunding/
climbingforluing

More than £1,500 has 
been raised for the Luing 
COVID-19 Fund since it 
started.

Mary Whitmore from the 
island’s COVID task force 
committee said the response 
had been amazing and that 
residents were ‘resolute and 
getting on with life in lock-
down’ with the support of 
volunteers, including masks 
and scrubs makers, shoppers 
and the Luing Listeners 
group who are making sure 
no one needs to self-isolate 
without a chat.

Iain Cruickshanks claims 
the height of Ben Nevis 
without leaving Luing in 
aid of the island’s emer-
gency COVID-19 Fund.
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Royal Bank of Scotland is 
introducing a new supple-
ment card to existing current 
account holders that enables 
vulnerable customers and 
those in extended isolation to 
give trusted volunteers a way 
to pay for their essential goods.

� e ‘companion card’ can be 
topped up by up to £100 and 
given to a trusted person or 
carer to enable them to make 
purchases on behalf of the 
individual.

To enhance security, the 
carers card will be associated 
with the customer’s existing 
bank account but kept separate 
on the bank’s systems. � e 
card does not share a PIN or 
long card number with the 
customer’s existing debit cards 
and ATM withdrawals are re-
stricted to £50, as well as being 
subject to Royal Bank’s fraud 
monitoring systems.

� e move is the latest in 
a series of innovations that 
Royal Bank has introduced in 
response to the coronavirus 
crisis to protect vulnerable 
customers and easier to pay for 
essentials.

� e bank is also the � rst in 
the UK to o� er vulnerable cus-

tomers and those in extended 
isolation a fee-free cash deliv-
ery service to their door, with 
almost £250,000 delivered to 
around 750 customers since 
March 25.

Additionally, customers can 
request a ‘Get Cash’ code that 
enables a trusted third-party 
to make ATM withdrawals up 
to £100 on someone’s behalf 
from any NatWest, Royal Bank 
or Ulster Bank NI ATM.

Les Matheson, CEO, 
Personal Banking, Royal Bank 
of Scotland said: ‘Tackling 
issues around access to � nance 
can be di�  cult for some.

‘But we are committed to 
� nding innovative solutions 
that keep our customers safe 
and able to pay for the things 
they need, when they need 
them – whether that’s digitally 
via our app, via this new card, 
or through cash.’

Customers can access either 
the cash delivery service or 
enquire about a companion 
card by phoning Royal Bank of 
Scotland’s dedicated vulnera-
ble customer lines on 0800 051 
4177. Customers using these 
lines can access a full range of 
normal banking services.

Royal Bank launches 
new card for carers

Pharmacists at Oban’s hospital 
are now working seven days 
a week to support colleagues 
and patients during the coro-
navirus crisis.

Co-ordinating the supply of 
critical medicines to make sure 
stock levels are secure and that 
the right drugs are available at 
the right place when needed 
is all in a day’s work for sta�  
at Lorn & Islands Pharmacy 
Service.

Lead pharmacist Sandra 
Melville said the current crisis 
has presented new challenges 
and the hospital has restruc-
tured to ensure it will be able 
to cope ‘should the worst case 
scenario become a reality.’

‘In this uncertain climate 
we have taken the decision to 
operate a seven-day-per-week 
service to provide support to 
our colleagues and patients 

whilst this unusual situation 
continues.

‘� e pharmacy service was 
previously � ve days a week 
Monday to Friday but we de-
cided even if we were just here 
for a few hours on a Saturday 
or Sunday to give any help 
that’s needed, for as long as 
this time continues, then it 
would be the right thing to 

do,’ she said. And added: 
‘All our lives have changed 
as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. � e sta�  at Lorn & 
Islands hospital are extremely 
grateful to the public for their 
continuing support and the 
sacri� ces they are making by 
staying at home and thereby 
helping to relieve the pressure 
on the NHS.

‘Each department is adapt-
ing how they work to best 
support the public and ensure 
that all needs are met, as far 
as possible, and the hospital 
pharmacy service is no 
exception.’

‘We are acutely aware of the 
unprecedented challenges 
to which our pharmacy 
colleagues in community are 
rising, on the very front line. 
As ever, the most accessible 
healthcare professionals!’

Although some out-patient 
services have been   re-ar-
ranged or postponed during 
theCOVID-19 outbreak, 
patients can be reassured that 
anti-cancer treatments at the 
hospital are till going ahead.

‘� is is one of the key roles 
that our pharmacy team con-
tinues to undertake, prescrib-
ing, dispensing and reviewing 
anti-cancer and associated 
supportive treatments,’ said 
Sandra.

Oban’s critical medicine 
stock levels are secure

Lorn and The Islands Pharmacy team includes Catherine 
Hunter, Sandra Melville and Laura Jay.

Wanted: New deputy head 
for Oban Gaelic unit
Hundreds of people have 
already watched an online 
advert put together by 
pupils at Oban’s Rock� eld 
Gaelic Unit in the hope of 
� nding themselves a deputy 
head teacher, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

� e youngsters kept their 
social distance to come up 
with the entertaining video, 
which they hope will soon 
net them the right person for 
the job.

Using the Perfect Nanny 
song from the original 
Mary Poppins � lm as their 
inspiration, youngsters from 
the 50-plus strong Gaelic 
unit (Bun-sgoil Achadh 
an Creige) reworded and 
performed it with their own 
special requirements for the 
‘perfect deputy head’.

Someone helpful, kind, cre-
ative, good at making people 
smile and a mathematical 
genius is on their wish list – 
being able to do the splits is 
optional but was suggested 
by one � ve-year-old.

� e job is to � ll the gap that 
will be le�  when current unit 
principal Kieran MacInnes 
leaves next month to become 

head teacher at Fort William 
Gaelic School. Kieran was 
one of the contributors to the 
free online Gaelic course on 
the Duolingo app last year, 
writing the initial curric-
ulum, made up of around 
6,000 sentences.

� e closing date for the 
Oban job is May 15, so the 
countdown is on. � e ideal 
applicant, who will be � uent 
in Gaelic, can expect help 
from a relocation package 
and a salary of £51,249.

Parent Susannah Hughes 
said: ‘We asked all the 
kids   what they would look 
for in a new teacher then 
rewrote the Perfect Nanny 
song which we recorded 

and then did a wee Zoom 
together.

‘It was great fun and so 
good for the pupils to get to-
gether and look to the future.

‘Hopefully it will spread 
far and wide and they’ll get 
another fantastic member of 
sta�  – we’ve been so lucky 
with the teachers we’ve had 
to date.’

To watch the video 
go to YouTube.com/
watch?v=7d5TvCH46mw&-
feature=YouTube.be

� e o�  cial job advert 
can be viewed at myjob-
scotland.gov.uk/councils/
argyl l-bute-council/jobs/
depicted-head-teacher-gael-
ic-187797

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Scottish Mountain Rescue 
have o� ered to ‘provide some 
clarity’ a� er being inundated 
with questions relating to what 
individuals can and cannot do 
during the current lockdown 
period, writes Ellis Butcher

Below are a few responses to 
the most recurring queries and 
misconceptions being heard 
by the voluntary organisation.

Can we drive to the hills for 
our exercise?

No. � ere is some confusion 
in England and Wales but 
the advice from the Scottish 
Government is clear, essential 
travel only, no driving for your 
exercise.

What if I live local to a hill 
can I go up then?

No. Slightly more compli-
cated but essentially no, not 
up a larger hill, the advice is 
to stick to paths and tracks 
low down. � ere will always 
be grey areas, but please do 
not try to interpret the advice 
in such a way as to enable you 
to continue with your hobby 
at the moment. Don’t look for 
loopholes, think more of the 
spirit of what we’re trying to 
achieve as a community.

I’ve never needed to be res-
cued in years of being in the 
hills?

No one sets o�  for a day 
in the hills expecting to be 
rescued. However experienced 
and knowledgeable you may 
feel you are, there are always 
others with greater knowledge 
and experience and they are 
staying o�  the hills, many at 
the cost of their livelihood. 
Most rescues are the result of 
simple slips and trips.

I am as likely to get injured at 
home doing DIY than in the 
hills?

Yes, but the consequences 
of an injury are signi� cantly 
greater in the hills. It’s a ques-
tion of resources required. 
Mountain rescues are resource 
intensive.

If you are injured at home 
either you can transport your-
self for treatment or if more 
serious you will be attended by 
two fully equipped ambulance 
crew in one vehicle.

It only takes one slip, trip 
or fall and our teams services 
will be required. � at means 
10, 20, 30 team members 
(depending on the incident) 
coming to help, a helicopter 

crew coming to assist, an 
ambulance on standby, police 
coordinating and before you 
know it you have brought up 
to 50 or more people out all 
because individuals could 
simply not stay at home or stay 
local.

Even if teams have su�  cient 
PPE, it is not designed for use 
in the outdoor environment 
and when undertaking hard 
physical activity. So you, the 
MR team and their household 
when they return home are at 
greater risk.

So ask yourself two ques-
tions about your activity and 
where you undertake it:

1. Have I increased my level 
of risk unnecessarily?

2. What are the conse-
quences of a rescue from this 
location?

‘We would like to thank 
everyone for staying local 
or at home and for keeping 
our rescue teams quiet,’ said 
a Scottish Mountain Rescue 
spokesperson.

‘When this is all over we are 
very much looking forward to 
seeing you back in the hills.’

Stay Safe, Stay Local, Stay 
Well. #ScottishMR #Voluntee
ringToSaveLives

A doctor who helped Ebola 
patients while volunteering 
abroad with a UK charity is 
now serving on Oban’s NHS 
front line.

Consultant anaesthetist 
Hamish Hay, who grew up on 
Mull, is on secondment from 
a hospital in Inverness  for the 
duration of the coronavirus 
outbreak.

With years of intensive care 
experience and serving in 
the British Army’s Medical 
Corps in war zones in Bosnia, 
Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Dr Hay is now helping � ght 
the battle against coronavirus 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital in 
Oban.

Taught his intensive care 
skills by the same doctor who 
treated Boris Johnson for 
coronavirus at St � omas’s in 
London, Dr Hay spent the last 
two years with the Red Cross, 
including in trouble-torn 
South Sudan and North East 
Nigeria.

In 2015, he volunteered to go 
to Sierra Leone with UK Med 

to help with the daily � ght 
against Ebola in the country’s 
worst hit zone.

‘� ough very di� erent than 
COVID-19, this experience 
was invaluable in helping 
colleagues to prepare for 
COVID-19. Much of what we 
learned is transferable,’ he told 
Britt Doughty-Godchaux who 
is working at the hospital and 
who interviewed him for � e 
Oban Times.

Britt asked him what it was 
like working at the Oban 
hospital.

He said: ‘� e team we have 
assembled here is working 
extraordinarily well together. 
� ings have been calm, but we 
are constantly preparing for a 
potential tidal wave.

‘� ere is concern that just a 
few tourists in the area could 
have a real knock-on e� ect for 
us locally a few weeks later. So 
far, this isn’t the case and the 
hospital is calm and prepared.

‘I believe one of the main 

reasons that we have not been 
hit with a huge amount of cas-
es yet in Oban is because the 
local community is following 
self-isolation advice so well. 
In the town, on the roads and 
in shops, I am humbled by the 
degree of respect and self-sac-
ri� ce the local community is 
showing to ensure people stay 
well. Particularly the trades 
people and local businesses, 
they have sacri� ced so much 
and continue to do so. No 
doubt all of this is saving lives.

‘I am also constantly im-
pressed by the hard work and 
good attitudes of the sta�  in 
the hospital. From nurses to 
health care assistants, cleaners 
to porters, I see people smiling 
every day and working tire-
lessly with positive attitudes. 
I � nd this impressive on so 
many levels.

‘With lives on the line, this 
sort of situation can bring out 
the best in people.’

Asked if he had a message to 
get across to the community, 
he urged people who might 
be wary of attending hospital 
at this time to get help if they 
need it. 

He said: ‘I am concerned that 
there are people in the com-
munity who should be seeking 
medical care, but do not 
because they are wary of at-
tending the hospital. Whether 
for abscesses, a lump in a 
breast, chest pains, a change in 
bowel habits, post-menopausal 
bleeding or appendicitis, I 
worry that patients think, 
‘not now’ when these could 
indicate time-sensitive issues.

‘� e bottom line is that 
patients should feel con� dent 
coming to hospital and re-
assured that the hospital has 
been e� ectively cut into two 
isolated halves, even to the 
point of having separate en-
trances. One half dedicated to 
COVID patients, the other half 
dedicated to normal hospital 
use.

‘Patients should be reassured 
that they can attend safely, 
with a minimal risk of catch-
ing the virus.’

Ebola doc joins Oban front line
Consultant anaesthetist 
Hamish Hay is on second-
ment from a hospital in 
Inverness.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Mountain rescue team o� ers 
advice on outdoor ‘exercise’ 

HAVEYOURSAY
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Businesses and communities 
have come out in force fol-
lowing reports of shortages of 
protective clothing for medical 
sta�  dealing with patients 
su� ering from COVID-19.

‘Do or do not. There is no try’ 

Jill Dibben from Owen Sails demonstrates the � exibility of 
the attire.

Maggie Brotherstone tries 
out the Barcaldine-made 
scrubs for size.

Sally Kermode 
of Owen Sails 
models one of 
the Star Wars- 
themed gowns.

Business and communities out in force making vital PPE equipment 
� at force is de� nitely with a 

team from Owen Sails whose 
e� ort towards the For the 
Love of Gowns saw Star Wars- 
themed medical attire come o�  
the production line last week.

� e Tralee-based company 
is using its industrial cutters 
to make the shapes for sewers 

throughout the area to trans-
form into gowns. Material has 
been contributed from all over 
the region.

Mask makers on Luing help-
ing protect doctors and nurses 
are busy making 11 gowns for  
Easdale Medical Practice. 

� e cost of the materials will 

be reimbursed from the Luing 
COVID-19 Fund. 

Nurse Mairi Ritchie tried on 
one of the � rst gowns made by 
well-wishers on the island.

Andrew Holder from 
Barcaldine has been busy 
stitching scrubs, making 
earsavers and printing 3D 
visors for NHS front line sta� . 

His partner Maggie 
Brotherston helped out by 
trying the scrubs on for size.

Elsewhere, members of sew-
ing group Islay Quilters and 
their friends have been busy in 
support of NHS sta�  at Islay’s 
Gortonvogie Care Home in 
Bowmore. � e quilters are 
producing ‘scrubs’ for the sta�  
there supported by a £1,000 
donation to cover the cost of 
materials from Islay’s WW100 
legacy Fund.

Finally, Oban High School 
pupils have thanked Oban 
Community Council for its 
£1,000 donation which will en-
able them to continue making 
face masks for NHS and care 
home sta� .

A union representing 
construction workers has 
demanded all ‘non-essential’ 
construction sites should 
remain shut.

Unite Scotland said it had 
been ‘inundated by reports 
members are still having 
to turn-up at non-essential 
sites,  such as luxury 
housing developments, or face 
receiving no wages.  � e union 
has also called on the Scottish 
Government to follow the 
Welsh Government’s lead and 
make it law all employers have 
to make sure their workers are 
kept two metres apart.

John Gillespie, Unite 
Scotland Construction 
chairman, said: ‘Members 
do not wish to return to 
non-essential work until their 
safety can be guaranteed. We 
do not feel the curve has been 
reduced to a level that takes 
enough pressure o�  our vital 
NHS workers in Scotland. 

‘Construction workers 
should not be used as 
test subjects by building 
luxury � ats to get an economy 
moving that values wealth at 
the expense of our health.’

Union demand 
for closure of 
non-essential 
building sites

Parent Club is here to 
help in Argyll and Bute
Keep being kind to yourself is 
just one of the messages  being 
shared by a new online parent 
club to keep families well dur-
ing the coronavirus challenge, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

� e Scottish Government’s 
Parent Club ‘Here For You’ 
campaign is encouraging 
parents and carers to look 
a� er themselves as they juggle 
the additional pressure being 
placed on them as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

From homeschooling to 
keeping on top of the house-
work and trying to keep the 
kids entertained and fed, there 
is a lot to deal with.

Parent Club is a digital 
information resource, support 
hub and online community 
o� ering practical advice and 
support for parents and carers 
in Argyll and Bute and across 
the rest of Scotland.

From mental health advice, 
tips for play and learning at 
home, keeping active and 
eating well to talking to your 
kids about coronavirus, advice 
comes from the trusted voices 
of other parents and is backed 
by experts and the Scottish 
Government.

Deputy First Minister 
and Cabinet Secretary for 

Education and Skills John 
Swinney said: ‘We know it’s 
an extremely challenging time 
for parents and carers. What is 
being asked of you is not easy, 
but just being there for your 
family is all that really matters 
– so take each day as it comes 
and enjoy the little moments.

‘I want to thank parents 
and carers for their continued 
support during this di�  cult 
time. I am sure that Parent 
Club’s free online resources 
and community will be a 
useful source of guidance in 
the weeks to come. 

‘By working together and 
supporting each other, we will 
get through this.’

To � nd out more and get 
help to make the day a little 
easier, visit parentclub.scot/
coronavirus, and follow @
ParentClubScotland on 
Facebook and @parentclub-
scot on Twitter.
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Bonawe has set up a helpline to 
support people in need during 
the COVID-19 outbreak.

� e special phone line for 
people self-isolating who need 
help was the brainchild of � e 
Ardchattan Centre group and 
� iers have been dropped into 
households along the Bonawe 

Tracey Henderson from The 
Ardchattan Centre delivers a 
� yer about the new helpline.

Sisters Annie, 13, and Omaidh Gill, seven, rang the 
bell at St Modan's Church, Benderloch, on the evening 
of Thursday April 23 in support of the Clap for Carers 
campaign. Watch Annie and Omaidh's big moment at 
youtu.be/XwvmI3fm81k

Help is on hand to reach the 
most vulnerable people across 
Oban, Lorn and the Islands.

Argyll and Bute Council 
is working with community 
groups, organisations and 
volunteers to make sure people 
who have been asked to stay at 
home for 12 weeks (shielding) 
and have no existing support, 
receive food parcels.

� e Caring for People Team 
is a partnership between 
the Health and Social Care 
Partnership, � ird Sector 
Interface (TSI) and the council.

‘We are helping those most 
in need to access food, medi-
cation and emotional support,’ 
said a council spokesperson.

Residents across Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles who are ‘shielding’ 
have been contacted to ensure 
they have access to support. 
A helpline has been set up so 
that anyone who has received 
a letter from the Chief Medical 
O�  cer advising shielding 
status can place requests for a 
national food package.

In Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
the Caring for People team has 
access to 54 volunteers.

� e council is also providing 
food parcels to those without 
access to Care for People 
support.

A massive joint e� ort has 
meant food is being delivered 
to all communities including 
the islands where required. 

School hubs
In addition, help is going to 

10 school hubs across Argyll 
and Bute, including Oban 
Primary Campus, for free 
school meal provision and 
help with their  provision of 
childcare for key workers in 
term time and during holidays.

'� anks go to everyone who is 
helping with the co-ordinated 
e� ort to reach out to residents 
impacted at this time,’ added 
the spokesperson. ‘We are here 
to help.’

Anyone struggling due to 
the impact of Covid-19 should 
get in touch with the helpline 
01546 605524 between 9am 
and 5pm, Monday to Friday. 

An online request for help 
form is available on the coun-
cil’s website https://argylland-
bute.custhelp.com/app/VOL/
Help_Request

A list of community groups 
for Oban, Lorn and the Isles, 
who can o� er help and support 
is available on the Caring for 
People webpage https://www.
argyl l-bute.gov.uk/corona-
virus/community-contacts-
oban-lorn-and-isles

Benderloch belles pull 
together for carers

Warm weather has brought out 
groups to beauty spots with 
politicians urging people not 
to � out restrictions.

Beer cans, burger wrappers 
and drinks bottles were le�  
behind at Beinn Lora view-
point above Benderloch, with 
a bench badly burned by a 
barbecue.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron said he had 
raised concerns with Police 
Scotland and urged people ‘not 

to relax their vigilance’ and 
maintain social distancing.

Mr Cameron said concerned 
residents had contacted him 
about groups gathering which 
risked spreading coronavirus.

‘� e police can’t be every-
where and they rely on us all 
playing our part and strictly 
observing the social distancing 
guidelines,’ said Mr Cameron.

‘Vulnerable members of our 
community are relying on us 
to maintain strict discipline. 

� eir welfare is priority num-
ber one. We mustn’t relax now 
and, by showing solidarity, I 
am con� dent communities 
across the Highlands and 
Islands will come out of this 
crisis even stronger than 
before.’

Councillor Julie McKenzie, 
for North Oban and Lorn, 
said: ‘Lockdown is hard and 
the majority of folk in our 
community should be ap-
plauded for following Scottish 

Government guidelines. 
Recently I’ve received many 
questions from constituents 
regarding the issue of driving 
to take exercise. 

‘� e guidance is clear and 
I’m appealing to everyone to 
take a commonsense approach 
to this. Don’t drive to access 
exercise. Instead stay local. 

‘Walk, run or cycle directly 
from your home. Avoid un-
necessary travel. � e sooner 
we all comply, the sooner we 

will get through this crisis.’ 
Beinn Lora is managed by 

Forestry and Land Scotland.
Chief executive Simon 

Hodgson has appealed for 
people to walk locally and not 
travel. ‘Make your walk a local 
one. Do not get into your car 
to travel to one of the woods 
we manage. � e walking 
trails within these forests will 
remain open but you must ex-
ercise alone or with your own 
household,’ he said.

Police called as groups 
fl out virus guidelines

Ardchattan group opens Bonawe helpline
Road. ‘� e response so far has 
been great with lots more peo-
ple o� ering to volunteer than 
people looking for assistance,’ 
says Breege Smyth.

It is planned to expand the 
service to Lora View and 
Benderloch.

� e number to phone or text 

is 07843 108095 if help is need-
ed to pick up shopping, collect 
prescriptions, post mail, get 
urgent supplies or just have a 
friendly chat.

Volunteers are sta�  ng the 
phoneline. If there is no an-
swer, leave a message and they 
will get back to you as soon as 

possible. Anyone asking for 
help is giving the group per-
mission to hold their details 
and share them as appropriate 
with volunteers and/or a 
support agency. Volunteers are 
still needed and should contact 
the helpline to be added to the 
database of helpers.

Help on hand 
for those who 
need it most

VIDEO CHAT AVAILABLE

Online Help & 
Advice Surgeries

In these difficult times I am still here to help.

Please email, telephone or get in touch for a 
face-to-face surgery via Zoom. 
 
Email brendan.ohara.mp@parliament.uk 
or call 01436 670587.

VIDEO CHAT AVAILABLE

BRENDAN O’HARA MP
ARGYLL & BUTE

STAY HOME, STAY SAFE, PROTECT OUR NHS
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A coastal project on Mull is 
providing a lifeline for rural 
residents making sure no 
one goes without during the 
COVID-19 crisis.

South West Mull and 
Iona Development has been 
co-ordinating support e� orts 
within the community and 
its volunteers have contacted 
most of the 330 households 
across the area, checking res-
idents are coping and putting 
them in touch with support 
services where necessary.

In September 2019, the 
trust was awarded £450,487 
to develop a seaweed farm, 
watersports centre and boat 
maintenance area at Bendoran 
and it has now received £5,000 
from the Scottish Land Fund 
to help keep it operational 
during the crisis.

Morvern Gibson, general 
manager of South West Mull 

and Iona Development, said: 
‘Many people in this area rely 
on tourism for all or part of 
their incomes and are anxious 
and isolated. Our business 
model relies on moving tim-
ber, which we are unable to 
do at the moment, so the extra 
funding from the Scottish 
Land Fund has been welcome.’

� e extra money the group 
has received from the Scottish 
Land Fund is part of a package 
of £70,000 allocated to a total 
of 12 shops, food banks and 
other SLF-funded enterprises 
across Scotland to allow them 

to respond to additional de-
mand for their services during 
the COVID-19 outbreak.

Cabinet Secretary for 
Land Reform Roseanna 
Cunningham said volun-
teer-led activity is especially 
valuable at this time.

‘I’m delighted the Scottish 
Land Fund has responded 
quickly to help communities 
help themselves and step up 
their e� orts at this di�  cult 
time,’ she said.

John Watt, chairman of 
the Scottish Land Fund 
Committee, added: ‘� is crisis 
has highlighted the need for 
strong communities and the 
response of local groups has 
been outstanding. Some of 
these shops and enterprises 
would not exist if it wasn’t for 
the support of the Scottish 
Land Fund yet during this time 
they have become a lifeline for 
many people who would other-
wise struggle to access the food 
and other services they need.’

Crisis cash for 
lifeline project

Coronavirus
BID4Oban are working to provide information to the business 

community of Oban as regularly as possible.
We are working with our Key Partners Argyll & Bute Council, 

Business Gateway, AITC and OLTA on a daily basis.

To enable us to keep in touch, please follow BID4Oban on 
Love Oban Facebook page and website www.bid4oban.co.uk for regular updates.

Email info@bid4oban.co.uk
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Hundreds of pounds have 
been raised to help hospital 
sta� keep safe while looking 
out patients notes during the 
coronavirus outbreak.

A Gofundme appeal set up 
by Fee Shaw from Oban has 
already smashed the halfway 
point of its initial target of 
raising £1,000 to buy wipe-
clean electronic tablets that 
would be better than using 
easily contaminated paper for 
patient checks.

Any extra funds will be 
used to buy other items on the 
hospital’s wish list to support 
sta� working hard to keep the 
community safe and well.

To date 41 well wishers had 
donated £1,600 to the Support 
Lorn and �e Islands Hospital 
appeal at Gofundme, with the 
target now set at £2,000.

Fee has also set up col-
lection points at the town’s 
supermarkets for shoppers 
to drop o� items to help sta� 
working at the hospital.

‘I wanted to give people 
the chance to do something 

to help and get donations to 
the hospital without making 
it a logistical nightmare. It’s 
simpler and safer to deliver in 
one go.

‘�e items the hospital told 
me would be most useful 
include hand cream, shower 
gel, shampoo, conditioner, 
toothbrushes and tooth 
paste,’ said Fee.

She has also been individ-
ually wrapping other treats 
to give them a break such as 
crossword books, Sudoku, 
grown-up colouring books 
and felt tip pens.

Mum-of-two Fee, whose 
sister works at a hospital in 
Birmingham, will be collect-
ing the donations once a week 
to deliver to the hospital.

Homebase gave her eight 
plastic containers to help 
transport the donations so 
they can be kept clean and 
safe.

Tesco and Marks & Spencer 
have their points set up, with 
Aldi, Lidl and Farmfoods 
expected to follow soon.

More than 400 pieces of 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) have been made by 
teachers at Oban High School 
for use across the community.

�e school’s science and 
technical labs have also do-
nated more than 200 pairs of 
safety goggles, sanitiser, gloves 
and aprons to groups across 
Oban and Tiree.

Damian Heaney, Ronnie 
Dott and David Berry, from 
the business, design and tech-
nology department, created 
400 protective face visors.

�e NHS-approved kit used 
acrylic, acetate and pop rivets 
and has been passed to the 
community hub in Oban for 
distribution. �ey are available 
to carers, care homes, �rst 
responders, surgeries in Oban 

and Tiree and, if required, 
Lorn and Islands Hospital.

Oban High School head 
teacher Peter Bain said: ‘I’m 
very proud of the e�orts our 
sta� have put into keeping our 
NHS and care home sta� safe 
and well in Oban and Tiree.’

Councillor Yvonne McNeilly, 
policy lead for education at 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
said while the coronavirus 
had caused worry, it had also 
brought out the best in people.

‘People are looking out for 
each other a lot more.

‘Damian, Ronnie and David 
are a great example of this. 

‘�ey have really gone above 
and beyond for their commu-
nities during this uncertain 
time and I sincerely thank 
them for all their e�orts.

‘I am beyond proud of the 
sta� and pupils we have. 

‘�ey go the extra mile 
and are truly special human 
beings.’

Oban High School 
donates hundreds 
of items of PPE

Left: Damian Heaney, 
Ronnie Dott and David Berry 
model  their protective face 
visors.

Hospital wishlist 
appeal on target

‘The items the hospital told me would 
be most useful include hand cream, 
shower gel, shampoo, conditioner,                          
toothbrushes and toothpaste’

Fee Shaw.

Some waste and recycling collections may 
be operating with fewer staff because of 
coronavirus. That means these services might 
be disrupted and you have to manage your 
waste differently. But this disruption will not 
be in place any longer than it needs to be. To 
keep up to date with the changes in your area 
and for guidance on how to manage waste visit:

Find out if 
coronavirus is 
affecting your 
regular waste 
and recycling 
collections.

managingourwaste.scot
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Scientists working with 
marine robots have measured 
previously hidden patches of 
water between the Arctic and 
Atlantic oceans that could dra-
matically alter understanding 
of how the ocean’s food web 
forms.

Created in the northern 
part of the Barents Sea, as 
cooler and fresher water from 
the Arctic moves south and 
becomes trapped within the 
warmer and saltier water from 
the Atlantic, these ‘eddies’ – 
circular movements of water 
that have broken o�  from 
an ocean current – measure 
roughly 30 kilometres across.

Despite their size, the eddies 
are invisible to satellites and 
had gone unnoticed until 
oceanographers from the 
Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) in 
Oban picked up unusual read-
ings during a trial underwater 
glider mission.

� e autonomous glider moves 
across the ocean to depths of 
200 metres collecting data, in-
cluding heat and salinity, every 
kilometre. � is allowed the 
SAMS team to measure one 
of the eddies in detail. While 

Scientists uncover 
key ‘hidden’ water

The glider moves across 
the ocean to depths of 200 
metres collecting data. 
Photograph: Emily Venables.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Stay at home, stay online, 
stay safe, stay learning
Head teacher of Oban and 
Tiree high schools and Tiree 
Primary School Peter Bain is 
urging pupils to keep moti-
vated during the coronavirus 
lockdown, writes Fiona Scott.

In a letter to parents, Mr Bain 
also asked parents to ensure 
the young students took time 
out from their studies to enjoy 
recreational pursuits.

‘� e majority of our pupils 
across all stages are engaging in 
online learning,’ he wrote.

‘Of course, not all do and we 
ask that you continue to insist 
they do, even though this may 
be di�  cult.

‘We understand teenagers 
are di�  cult to motivate in the 
morning and are aware a num-
ber of households may only 
have one device between three 
or four family members.

‘With these issues in mind, 
our teachers will continue 
to place work and resources 
on Google Classroom and be 
available to chat to pupils but 
they will be understanding and 
accommodating when looking 
for online attendance and 
returns of work.

‘As long as work is set, re-
sources are provided. We are 
encouraging our youngsters to 
keep academically motivated 
and progressing as this will 
set  them up for an easier time 
when back in school,’ added Mr 
Bain.

To ease pupils back into a 
more normal school life, when-
ever that may be, new courses 

and timetables will begin on 
Tuesday May 5.

‘With no exams, sta�  in-
tend to use the extra time to 
work online with youngsters 
throughout May and June - if 
the schools are still closed - to 
help prepare them as best they 
can given the circumstances. 
Deputes and principal teachers  
in Oban and Tiree are liaising 
with pupils and parents over 
course choices.

‘We realise it is not possible 
to � ll a child’s day with school 
work given they are working 
alone, neither is it desirable,’ 
continued Mr Bain. 

‘Balance is the key. Do all 
the tasks set by teachers then 
go and play, read a book, 
spend time chatting to friends 
or family. Stay mentally and 
physically healthy as well as 
learning.’

Mr Bain thanked everyone 
who had sent positive com-
ments, via email and social 
media. ‘I would like to add to 
that praise by commending our 
head janitor, o�  ce sta� , tech-
nicians, canteen sta� , cleaners 
and local authority education 
support sta�  who continue to 
keep our schools open, our IT 
working and our children in 
need supported during this 
di�  cult time,’ he wrote. 

‘� anks also to the members 
of the public and some former 
teachers who have emailed 
me o� ering to volunteer. � e 
thanks and o� ers to volunteer 
are heart-warming.’

this particular eddie’s surface 
temperature was similar to the 
surrounding water, masking 
it from satellites, its lower salt 
content made it stand out in 
the glider readings.

Dr Marie Porter, a SAMS 
oceanographer and lead 
author on a report about 
the discovery, published in 
Geophysical Research Letters, 
said her � ndings had impli-
cations for understanding the 
distribution of nutrients that 
fuel the Arctic ecosystem.

She said: ‘We get a pretty 
good idea about what’s hap-
pening on the surface of our 
ocean through satellites but 
eddies like this one have been 

hidden from view because they 
have warmed at the surface 
since leaving the Arctic.

‘� is temperature masking 
means we have previously un-
derestimated how much water 
moves within these patches 
in the Arctic Seas. It begs the 
question: how many more of 
these hidden eddies are occur-
ring in the ocean today?’

� e water column of the 
Barents Sea has a seemingly 
simple structure where water 
from the Atlantic dominates in 
the south but in the north it is 
overlain by fresher, less dense 
water from the Arctic. � is 
Arctic water is largely devoid 
of the nutrients required to fuel 

the growth of phytoplankton, 
which is key to maintaining 
life in the ocean. In contrast, 
the Atlantic Water is one of the 
key pathways of nutrient rich 
water into the Arctic.

Dr Porter added: ‘How these 
eddies a� ect this exchange 
is something we need to 
investigate if we are to truly 
understand the ocean ecosys-
tem there.’

Arctic oceanographer Prof 
essor Finlo Cottier of SAMS, 
a co-author of the paper, said: 
‘SAMS has been working with 
ocean gliders for more than a 
decade and we know they are 
the ideal tool for measuring de-
tailed properties of the ocean. 
� is work gives us precise 
measurements of important 
structures in the Arctic that we 
couldn’t previously obtain.’

� e discovery was made 
during a two-week trial of the 
glider ‘Zephyr’ in July 2017, 
ahead of a longer mission 
as part of the Arctic PRIZE 
project, funded by the Natural 
Environment Research 
Council’s Changing Arctic 
Ocean programme.



Coronavirus 
Got symptoms – 
even mild ones?
DO NOT leave the house at all for 7 days.

Still have symptoms after 7 days?  
DO NOT leave the house until they go.

EVERYONE else in your household must  
not leave the house for 14 days.

Do not go out even to buy food or essentials.  
Stay at home to exercise.

nhsinform.scot/coronavirus
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters or those supplied 
without a contact phone number will not be 
printed. Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or 
write to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Ruigidh an ro-ghiullachd air an ro-ghalair! 
Is duilich da-rìribh gum bheil Covid 19 a’ 
marbhadh uimhir ach gun teagamh bhiodh 
an àireamh sin mòran nas motha mur a b’ 
e dìcheall luchd-obrach na slàinte, agus iad 
gan cur � èin an cunnart bhon ghalair fad na 
h-ùine. 

Cha phàigh taing na daoine sin ach tha iad 
airidh air bualadh bhas is gleadhraich, is 
tha iad cuideachd airidh air tuarastail a rèir 
cudromachd an cuid obrach agus sgil. Bu 
mhath gun tèid an aon taic a nochdadh airson 
àrdachadh tuarastail a dh’� àgas nach bi 
banaltramachd gu bràth tuilleadh am measg 
nan dreuchdan as lugha pàighidh. 

Am bheil sibh a’ faireachadh an ùine fada ri 
linn aonarachd? Chan eil e soirbh, agus tha an 
suidheachadh duilich buileach dha teaghlai-
chean aig nach eil gàrradh anns am faigh iad 
cuairt a ghabhail neo suidhe. 

� a sinne fortanach gum bheil gàrradh 
againn agus � ad ’s a bha mi a’ cur  beagan 
bhuntàta agus fras lusan bho chionn ghoirid 
bha mi a’ smaoineachadh air an obair a bh’ 
aig ar sinnsearan gus iad � èin a chumail beò.  

Cha b’ e èiginn a dh’� àg mise a’ cur, ach bho 
shean cha robh roghainn ann agus dh’� eumte 
a h-uile òirleach talmhainn a bhiodh aca a 
leasachadh ’s a thionndadh agus a chur, agus 
bha buntàta bunaiteach. 

Bha sin a’ ciallachadh toiseach a’ 
gheamhraidh a bhith slaodadh brùchd ann an 
clèibh air an druim bhon chladach gus a sgao-
ileadh mar mhathachadh air talamh-làidir  
neo atharnach. Dh’� eumte an talamh a rà-
cadh agus na bh’ air � àgail den � eamainn a 

losgadh air toiseach air ruamhar san earrach, 
agus cur nan slisean bhuntàta le putaire. 

� a cuimhne agam � ìn air mo sheanair a 
bhith a’ cur buntàta anns an dòigh sin, ach 
cha robh e a’ giùlan na feamad air a dhruim, 
bha sin ga thoirt thuige le each is cairt is an 
uairsin le tractar. 

� àinig smuain thugam cuideachd mu na 
rabhaidhean aig eòlaichean a thaobh ’s mar 
nach eil crìoch, cinneadh, neo gnè, a’ cur 
bacadh air galair leithid a’ choròna-bhìorais, 
agus tha an aon rud fìor a thaobh ràithean na 
bliadhna. Chan eil trioblaid tinneis dol a chur 
bacadh air dùsgadh an earraich neo fàs sìl, 
agus nach math sin. 

“� ig fochann ’s thig feur mun goir a’ 
chuthag” agus tha a’ chuthag air tòiseachadh 
ri gairm, agus mun àm a thogas ise air falbh 
a-rithist bidh toradh na chaidh a chur an 
impis deiseil gus a bhuainn. 

Nuair a bheachdaicheas sinn air ìre an sgrios 
a thug am “Fliù Spàinnteach” air an t-saoghal 
bho chionn ceud bliadhna, agus mar a tha 
banachdach an-diugh a’ cumail smachd air 
leithid � iù agus air iomadach tinneas eile, 
feumaidh sinn a bhith misneachail gun tèid 
dòigh a lorg air Covid 19 a cheannsachadh 
cuideachd. 

Considering the range of serious illnesses 
which are now prevented across the world 
by inoculation, we must take comfort in the 
belief that Covid 19 will similarly be checked, 
and soon!

Allan Campbell 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

A di� erent way of life 
will be a blessing
Yes, we do have both an evolution and a revolu-
tion in progress, and possibly with long lasting 
and, very necessary changes, coming into our 
lives.

One thing I’m hoping that will be a result of 
this is that everything will be far less in numbers 
and in costs too, should parliaments and coun-
cils go virtual and work by modern technology, 
saving a whole lot in fuel by not have to be 
scooting around on daily basis.

In fact we all need far less of everything in 
life, we spent our lives accumulating, but its 
only a burden to us eventually.  I look forward 
to a quieter way of living, with  less worldly 
goods and chattels etc, and indeed, our lives 
will become a lot less stressful our lives, of that 
I’m sure.

I was impressed with the profound article 
written in � e Oban Times recently by Morag 
Munro of Harris, which showed a very loving 
and spiritual message, and, which we should 
also try and bring into our lives and families 
more and more, instead of the usual burdens etc

Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir
Gerraidh na Monaidh, Uibhist a Deas

Diabetes guide for people 
self-isolating at home
Social distancing is challenging for everyone 
but for those who are also managing diabetes 
24 hours a day, or caring for someone who is, 
keeping well can be even tougher.  

� at’s why Diabetes UK has developed a new 
guide for people with diabetes who are staying 
at home.

We want to do all we can to support people 
at this time who might be feeling isolated and 
who can’t access their normal support.  Routine 
and non-essential appointments may have been 
cancelled or postponed, so it is even more vital 
to carry out checks at home such as properly 
looking a� er your feet every day and keeping a 
close eye on blood sugar levels.

Our guide o� ers tips on everything from ways 
to keep active at home, eating well, looking a� er 
yourself and connecting with others.

To download your free guide visit 
w w w. s h o p . d i a b e t e s . o r g . u k / p r o d u c t s /
staying-at-home-and-managing-diabetes

If you have any questions or concerns about 
managing the condition in this di�  cult time, 
please call the Diabetes Scotland helpline on 
0141 212 8710, Monday to Friday, from 9am to 

6pm.
Remember, it’s important to get information 

on coronavirus (COVID-19) from reliable 
sources. Links to up-to-date government 
information and advice can be found at www.
diabetes.org.uk/coronavirus

Angela Mitchell, National Director, 
Diabetes Scotland, Glasgow.

SSEN expands its priority 
support service during crisis 
Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks 
(SSEN) is extending the support it provides 

to those most vulnerable by expanding the 
eligibility of its Priority Services Register (PSR) 
to include customers at increased risk of severe 
illness during the coronavirus pandemic.

Nearly 750,000 customers already receive 
additional care and support through SSEN’s 
PSR – a free, tailored service. In addition to 
those self-isolating or shielding for 12 weeks, 
customers are eligible if they: are deaf or hard 
of hearing; have a disability; live with children 
under � ve; are blind or partially sighted; have 
a chronic illness; use medical equipment/aids 
reliant on electricity or are over 60.

Julie Walker, SSEN.

So many charities have been hit this year 
due to the lockdown, including one that’s 
close to home – and to many people’s hearts.

Anam Cara Fasgadh, which is run by 
Susan and Andrew Simpson of Appin, has 
been raising money for the last 10 months to 
set up a network of respite accommodation 
for bereaved families.

Having raised more than £20,000 so far, 
Andrew had been looking forward to taking 
part in the Big Steps for Small Feet night 
time challenge to climb Ben Nevis in June, 
with several other ventures in the pipeline.

Instead, they have decided to take part in 
the TwoPointSixChallenge, camping out in 
their garden for 26 nights to make up for 
funds lost during lockdown.

If you can, we would urge you to support 
this fantastic charity and the Simpson 
family’s e� orts.

Youngsters at Rock� eld Primary School’s 
Gaelic unit have used their time in lock-
down to � lm a video which they hope will 
help them � nd a deputy head teacher.

Helped by their parents the children 
have done a fantastic job of rewriting and 
recording the Perfect Nanny song, which 
they then pulled it all together using Zoom.

We wish them all the best in their search!

Support happy campers

Pupils get creative
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DISTRICT NEWS
COMMUNITY SHOUT OUTS: REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL

Residents of Etive Care Home in Benderloch 
have been sharing their gratitude with the 
public.

Sta�  at the facility asked the residents to write 
down one thing that they are most grateful for 
in their lives last week and put a short video of 
them up on our Facebook page. We were blown 
away with the responses.

‘Our residents are always grateful and have 
taught us the importance of appreciating the 
small things in life. � is is a valuable lesson 
during this trying time,’ said manager Georgina 
Taylor.

‘Our sta�  have been fantastic also, I really feel 
like I won a watch sometimes.

‘It is so hard for families at this time and we 
are working hard to keep everyone’s loved ones 
happy and healthy and keep up with the ever 
developing guidance from the government.

‘We know how hard it is for everyone and 
hopefully our Facebook posts give a little reas-
surance that your loved ones are safe, happy and 
well cared for.’

Care Home residents share their gratitude 
with community during lockdown



Thursday 30 April 202014

BUSINESS NEWS

� e Loch Melfort Hotel was given permis-
sion by Argyll and Bute Council to build an 
extension to house spa facilities including a 
hot tub, sauna, steam cabin and shower.

� e COVID-19 crisis meant sta�  from the 
authority were unable to visit the site but 
prior knowledge of the hotel at Arduaine 
Gardens, was enough to grant permission to 
owners Calum and Rachel Ross.

� e planning o�  cer said in the report: 
‘Due to the movement restrictions imposed 
by the government as a result of COVID-19 
the planning authority has been unable to 
undertake a site inspection of the proposed 
development.

‘However, given existing knowledge 
of the site and its surroundings by the 
case o�  cer, the small scale nature of the 
proposed development, together with the 
detailed site photos submitted by the agent 
in support of the application, the planning 
authority is satis� ed that the application 
can be determined without a site visit being 
undertaken.’

‘� e proposed spa extension will be linked 
to the hotel complex by way of an extension 
to the existing corridor leading to the Cedar 
Wing of the hotel.’

� e spa extension is to be � nished in 
vertical composite cladding with a glass 
� bre � nished roof, the � ner details of which, 
will be sought by a condition imposed on 
the grant of planning permission.

‘� e proposed spa extension is considered 
to be an acceptable addition to the hotel 
building, providing improved facilities for 
hotel patrons.’

� e o�  cer added that the plans for the 
hotel would not detract from its appearance 
or setting or have an a� ect on the historic 
environment.

� ey added: ‘� e council’s environmental 
health service raised no objection to the 
proposal but provided advisory comments 
for the applicant which will be appended as 
an informative on the grant of permission.’

Hotel spa plans given 
go ahead without 
need for site visit

Soap fi rm gets hands 
on with key workers
Front line service workers in Argyll can contin-
ue to extend a much soothed hand of comfort 
thanks to the generosity of the community and 
the Highland Soap Company (HSC).

A not-for-pro� t campaign to get hand creams 
to NHS, and other key organisations, by asking 
members of the public to buy them at a discount-
ed rate, was launched by the Fort William-based 
skin specialists last week.

Sta�  at Lorn and Islands Hospital and Appin 
Police Station were two of the � rst key service 
providers to receive the creams, which have 
been distributed to hospitals, care homes and 
police stations the length and breadth of Britain 
since the scheme launched on April 16.

‘When we heard about the di�  culties the NHS 
sta�  were facing, we realised that we had the raw 
materials and the skills to help,’ said Highland 
Soap Company director Archie Macdonald.

‘Our non-pro� t ‘Creams for the NHS’ initia-
tive allows people to buy an organic hand cream 
for £5 (retail price £11.50) which we then deliver 
to where it is needed most.

‘We have put together batches of creams and 
sent them to 15 hospitals so far thanks to the 
generosity of our customers.

‘We really hope that people will continue to 
support the NHS by buying hand creams on 
our website and we have been told it has made a 
massive di� erence.’

Since launching a dedicated page on the HSC 
website, and running a social media shout out, 
the company has received nominations from 
as far a� eld as London with local orders being 
distributed in person by HSC founder Emma 
Parton.

‘People can just buy a hand cream and we will 
do the rest,’ she Emma, a� er handing over a box 
to dental nurse turned A and E worker Kelly 
Webb at the Oban hospital last week .

‘As we will deliver the creams to the nominated 
organisations, and not directly to our customers 
with the rest of their orders, we are not charging 
for delivery.

‘Washing their hands so many times a day 
with alcohol-based hand sanitisers is leaving 
NHS sta�  and other key workers with cracked 
and sore hands so with the deeply nourishing 
Shea and Cocoa Butters, our creams moisturise 
and protect helping to gently soothe and restore 
dry and damaged skin.

‘We had also ordered tablet for our shops, one 
of which is in Oban, to stock so we have been 

putting that in the boxes too, I don’t know 
which is being appreciated more, the cream or 
the tablet, but we are getting a lovely reaction 
from everyone we have delivered to.

Made with over 89 per cent Organic ingredi-
ents the 120ml jars of cream are naturally fra-
granced with plant extracts and essential oils.

Highland Soap Company is asking people to 
buy the creams for the NHS on their website, 
https://www.highlandsoaps.com/hand-cream-
for-the-nhs-120ml, and then to share their 
purchases widely on social media using the 
#creamsfortheNHS hashtag.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Emma Parton from the Highland Soap Company hands over a box of creams to dental sta�  
at Oban and Lorn Hospital.
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Tourism in National Park su� ers as losses grow at alarming rate
A prolonged lockdown could see at least £200 
million wiped o�  the value of tourism in the 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 
this year according to a former tourism chief.

More than 1,200 redundancies are expected 
along with the potential loss of at least a quarter 
of the tourism businesses.

� e unprecedented coronavirus situation has 
resulted in tourism revenues tumbling at an 
alarming rate in the National Park with more 
than £100 million in losses racked up already, 
including valuable advance group bookings 
from both UK and international markets being 
cancelled for the whole year, according to James 
Fraser, chairman of the Friends of Loch Lomond 
and � e Trossachs.

One of the most popular tourist destinations in 
Scotland, the national park usually boasts more 
than four million visitors a year, generating 
spend of more than £420 million and sustaining 
thousands of jobs directly and indirectly.

Mr Fraser, a former regional director with 
VisitScotland, warned that even if the current 
restrictions are li� ed in time for the peak sum-
mer months, tourism businesses will have a slow 
recovery due to factors such as social distancing 
still requiring to be in force and many visitors 
from important UK and overseas markets being 
reluctant to travel until a vaccine is in place.

He estimates total losses could exceed £200 
million by the end of the year.

Mr Fraser, who is in regular contact with a 

number of businesses in the National Park, 
said: ‘In the 40 years I have been involved in the 
tourist industry I have never witnessed a situa-
tion as bad as this and it is much worse than the 
foot-and-mouth outbreak in 2001 that led to the 
shutdown of the countryside.

‘In the past six weeks it has been upsetting 
to see so many well-run predominantly family 
businesses, which have been built up with hard 
work over many years, in such a state of turmoil 
and � ghting for their very existence through no 
fault of their own. Most businesses have gone 
from looking forward to what was shaping up 
to be a bumper year with good trading levels to 
a situation overnight with income generation 
falling to zero and with no end in sight.’

He cited numerous examples of medium sized 
businesses already losing, on average, £1-2 mil-
lion so far. � ree cruise companies operating 
on the National Park lochs have lost over £4 
million collectively. Hundreds of smaller tourist 
accommodation, catering and retail businesses 
and businesses in the supply chain such as 
tradesmen, laundries, bakers and butchers are 
also losing substantial sums.

Mr Fraser added: ‘Given the sheer scale of 
the downturn in tourism revenues, which no 
government support scheme can fully cover, 
many businesses have been forced to take out 
substantial loans in their � ght for survival and 
it will take many years for them to recover from 
what continues to be, a catastrophic situation.’

 

Fears some activity tourism � rms ‘won’t survive’

Hard hit marine tourism and 
outdoor adventure businesses le�  
struggling to stay a� oat could 
bene� t from a £100 million fund.

� e announcement by the 
Scottish Government has been 
welcomed by national tourism 
bodies Wild Scotland and Sail 
Scotland, who have said the mon-
ey will help those self-employed, 
micro operators and small-to-me-
dium enterprises – many of which 
are in the tourism sector.

Bookings have dried up or been 
cancelled for wildlife tours, day 
cruises, mountain biking, sailing 
charters and walking holidays – 
right a� er the lean winter period.

And o�  cials have warned that 
some may not make it through the 
year.

Scotland is home to hundreds 
of adventure and marine tourism 
businesses, many of which op-
erate o�  the West Coast and the 
Highlands and Islands.

� e natural landscapes, breath-
taking coastline and world-class 
sailing have always been a top 
draw for visitors who then help 
to keep ‘fragile’ local economies 
going by spending on accommo-
dation, restaurants, pubs, food, 
shopping and entertainment.

Gavin McDonagh, chairman 
of Sail Scotland, said: ‘Many 
businesses are in desperate straits 

and need direct support or, to put 
it simply, they will not make it 
through the year.’

Doug McAdam, chairman 
of Wild Scotland, said the an-
nouncement of funding followed 
intense lobbying.

‘We are pleased that this gap in 
support for adventure and ma-
rine tourism operators has been 
acknowledged, and that they are 

now included under these new 
funds.

‘We will get full details out to our 
members as soon as they are avail-
able, and we will do everything we 
can to support member businesses 
and the wider industry with the 
application process.’

Wild Scotland members include 
Seafari Adventures on Seil, 
Basking Shark Scotland in Oban, 
Wreckspeditions, Primal, Otter 
and Source to Sea, among others.

Sail Scotland members include 
Alba Sailing of Dunsta� nage and 
Tobermory Harbour on Mull. 
� e Coll Hotel has recently been 
expanded for visiting yachts.

� e government has pledged £34 
million to a Newly Self-Employed 
Hardship Fund, managed by local 
councils o� ering grants of £2,000 
to those who have only just set-up 
in business.

A £20 million pot of money will 
go towards a   Creative, Tourism 
a deemed vital to the ‘local or 
national economic foundations of 
Scotland’.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Wild Scotland has said the money will help many of its members 
in the marine tourism sector who have seen bookings dry up.

Free computers to Oban 
pupils from energy giants
Eighty laptops have been given to pupils 
at schools across the Oban area by Drax, 
the operators of Cruachan Power Station.

The project to get IT kit to pupils follows 
a link-up between the energy giant and 
partner schools, including Oban High 
School and local primaries. The aim is 
to allow children without a computer at 
home to connect and continue learning 
during the lockdown, the company said.

Will Gardiner, chief executive o�  cer at 
Drax Group, said: ‘We’ve been working 
with headteachers during the Easter 
break to make sure that students have 
access to laptops as they start the 
summer term. We’re delivering nearly 
700 laptops with internet access to the 
students who need them most. The 
pandemic continues to have a major 
impact on families, businesses and 
communities across the UK – our support 
for students means we’re helping to 
get them connected so they can keep 
learning during the lockdown.’

Drax has a network of 14 partner 
schools, including Oban, which it actively 
supports through promoting STEM, ‘skills 
and employability’, raising opportunity 
and a window into the world of work.
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Let sleeping spring adders lie

It used to be said that if you heard the cuckoo 
and saw an adder you would know that spring 
had truly arrived.

Although the cuckoo was heard near 
Kingairloch House on Friday April 17 - � ve days 
earlier than usual - I didn’t hear her (always 
referred to as female in the Highlands for some 
unknown reason) for the � rst time this year, 
until the following day in the Crosaig Wood on 
the north side of Loch Arienas.

I have yet though to catch a glimpse of an ad-
der. Adders, or vipers as they used to be called, 
are not as common on the Morvern peninsula 
as they once were and doubtless the chilly east 
winds of late have kept the few that remain from 
their usual haunts. � e island of Carna, Savary 
Glen and around the old meal mill at the foot of 
Corie Ban in Kingairloch, were favoured places 
for them. Now Carna is the only spot I hear 
of them in the parish, but this is perhaps due 
more to stalkers and shepherds not being on the 
ground on a daily basis to see and report them 
than any other reason.

� e situation on Ardgour is slightly better. 
An ageing laird in these parts tells me every 
morning in the summer when he walks his dog 
slowly past an old ruin in one of his glens, a 
large adder appears and hisses at him earning 
the name ‘Nicola’ a� er a certain politician who 
is purported not to see eye to eye with landown-
ers.   Glen Scaddle, a parallel glen to the north, 
continues to hold them, as does nearby Cona 
Glen which has a place name suggesting they 
have been there for generations.

Mull, Jura and Ardnamurchan remain a haven 
for adders but as I am unable to visit this year 
I cannot say what their status is. � e legend-
ary and veteran St Kilda boat captain Cubby 
Mackinnon, a native of Jura, formerly resident 
in Kilmelford, and now exiled in the Uists, when 
I asked him the best time to visit Glengarrisdale 
on the NW side of Jura, replied, “Early April - 
the adders will be a lot less frisky then than they 
are in May”.

Snakes have had a bad press since Biblical 
times. From the one that led Eve astray causing 
the Almighty to say, “Because you did this, more 
cursed shall you be than all cattle and all the 

wild beasts, on your belly shall you crawl and 
dirt shall you eat all the days of your life”, to 
Nagini the snake that Harry had released from 
the zoo in Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone, all have contributed to a legacy of mis-
trust, slyness, duplicity and evil.

Shakespeare wrote of a snake’s � icking tongue 
as a sting. � e reference to being stung rather 
than bitten,   comes from Proverbs 23:32 and 
can also be found in ‘Ye Loyal MacDonalds’ 
by Mary Maxwell Campbell (1812-1886), the 
Scottish songwriter, composer, and poet known 
chie� y for her song March of the Cameron Men, 
who penned, ‘Ah! cruel as adders, ye stung them 
while sleeping, but vengeance shall track ye 
wherever ye go, our loved ones lie murdered; no 
sorrow nor weeping, shall ever awaken the Sons 
of Glencoe’.

I have a record from Glendale on Skye of a col-
ony of no less than 35 adders being killed in one 

fell swoop with pickaxes, pinch bars and shovels 
when they were found under a large boulder in 
March 1904 by a group of local Lovat Scouts 
preparing ground for the erection of a target. 
In the same source it was said that sheep were 
seldom, or never injured by adders, their wool 
absorbing the virus.

Two species of snakes are found in Scotland; 
the slow worm and the adder. � ere are no 
snakes in Ireland. Grass snakes are fairly com-
mon in southern and central England. Scarcer 
north of the Midlands and absent from Scotland 
altogether. How they know when to slither away 
from the Scottish border beats me. � e adder is 
Britain’s only venemous reptile. � e last death 
in the UK was in 1975, when a � ve-year-old boy 
was bitten in the Trossachs.  Research published 
a� er this incident showed there had been only 
14 deaths from adder bites in the previous 
100 years. Researchers found only one death 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

Thur 04.06 1.7 10.17 2.8
 16.50 1.6  22.33 3.0
Fri 05.55 1.8 12.20 2.7 
 18.10 1.6 **.** *.*
Sat 00.25 3.0 07.34 1.7 
 14.18 3.2 19.27 1.4
Sun 02.14 3.3 08.50 1.4 
 15.12 3.2 20.36 1.2
Mon 03.12 3.5 9.45 1.1 
 15.54 3.5 21.35 0.8
Tues 03.59 3.8 10.30 0.8 
 16.31 3.7 22.27 0.5
Wed 04.41 4.0 11.12 0.6
 17.07 3.9  23.15 0.3 
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

 
FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday April 30, 2020 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed underneath. 
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

THURSDAY 
Sunny intervals 
and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 5°C to 12ºC.

FRIDAY 
Sunny intervals, gentle breeze
Temperatures 5°C to 12ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK 
Saturday 
Sunny with a gentle breeze
Temperatures 7ºC to 14ºC.
Sunday
Light cloud with a gentle breeze
Temperatures 8ºC to 14ºC.

WEATHER

HIGH LOW

12 5
MPH7

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

A small dealer in amateur and rare � lms 
stumbled upon a piece of Kintyre history 
at a church fair in London.

Marco Savaglio purchased a small reel 
of 16mm amateur � lm, dated 1929, at the 
fair a few months ago and, a� er having 
had a chance to watch it, discovered 
that it contains images of residents from 
Machrihanish. Many of the images are 
accompanied by a description of the 
person’s job or role within the village but 
none has a name.

Mr Savaglio sent some stills from the 
� lm, some of which can be seen below 
with their accompanying captions, to the 
Courier in the hope that local families 
may recognise some of the faces.

The ladies’ man. 
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This week’s photographs are from March 1993. The top one is of a Mrs Morag Ritchie 
being presented with a hamper by the Co-op, we think. But which Co-op we don’t 
know. The picture above has no details other than it appears to be a presentation by the 
� re service. If you have any details on either photograph, you can email us at editor@
obantimes.co.uk. Colin Clark got in touch with us this week to say that he though the 
Oban Camanachd player on the ball in last week’s photograph was Duncan Morrison.   
The others are Andrew Inglis, Ally MacInnes and Alec MacVicar. He thought the Kyles 
Athletic player may be Tom Whyte. 

Let sleeping spring adders lie  DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

between 1950 and 1972 in England and Wales, 
but pointed out that there were 61 deaths from 
bee or wasp stings in the same period.

According to NHS advice, adder bite symp-
toms include swelling, vomiting, nausea and 
dizziness and, in some cases, the only treatment 
required is observation in hospital. Someone 
who had been bitten told me it was like having 
a sudden bout of � u. � e treatment in the wild 
is to apply a tourniquet above the bite and to lie 
still for a while to prevent the venom travelling 
through an artery until a surgery or a hospital is 
reached. In most cases it is the shock of knowing 
one has been bitten that creates most of the 
problems. Bad reactions are rare. � e e� ects of 
a bite vary a great deal. � is depends on the size 
of the snake and the volume of venom used and 
indeed the age and general health of the victim. 
As with insect bites and bee stings, some people 
have a more violent reaction than others. If the 

snake has killed that day the defensive bite is 
likely to be ‘dry’ with little or no poison injected 
through the venom gland along the venom duct 
and down through a pair of hollow fangs.

Man’s natural instinct on coming across an 
adder, especially if there is a dog in the vicinity 
is to kill it, which is unfortunate because, like 
all wild creatures,   they too have lives to give 
and to guard -  it is we who are the intruders not 
them. All British snakes are now protected by 
law. Generally, snakes in the UK will move away 
on sensing the vibration of a walker, except if 
they are suddenly disturbed having a kip in the 
warm sun a� er a hearty meal. Let’s be honest 
how many humans act any di� erently under the 
same circumstances?

Of all the many hours I have spent with adders 
on Jura I was never stung or worried being in 
their presence other than on one occasion.  � e 
trick, where there are likely to be adders around, 
is to walk slowly and quietly, spotting them 
before they are aware of you. On this occasion 
I failed to see a large male coiled up on a heap 
of dead bracken a few feet away which hissed 
loudly and struck the end of my walking stick 
with its fangs. If someone had asked me at any 
other time to demonstrate a vertical take-o�  
I would have said I couldn’t. Not so that day! 
Fortunately I had le�  my Jack Russell terrier 
Pepper tied to the rubber dinghy on the shore 
otherwise he would have been ahead of me as 
usual and could well have been bitten; being so 
far from a vet’s surgery, that would have been 
the end of him.

Left, Glengarrisdale Bay, one of Jura’s adder 
hotspots; and above, an adult adder hunting 
in Glen Libidil, Isle of Mull. Photograph Iain Thornber.
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� e prehistoric and medieval 
landmarks of western Scotland 
take centre stage in a new book 
telling the story of one of the 
greatest northern saints.

� e Man Who Gave his 
Horse to a Beggar, by John 
Connell, follows in the foot-
steps of Aidan of Lindisfarne, 
taking the reader on an 
odyssey through Ireland and 
northern Britain.

� e Scotland section features 
Iona, where the charismatic 
holy man lived as a monk 
before embarking on a dan-
gerous journey to preach to the 
pagan English.

� e lavishly-illustrated book 
features photographs from 
award-winning writer and 
exhibition designer Phil Cope, 
and is a biography of a man 
about whom little is known 
until now.

It takes the reader to the 
rocky outcrop of Dunadd, seat 
of the warrior kings of Dál 
Riata, and explores the ancient 
monuments of Kilmartin 
Glen. Temple Wood Stone 
Circle and the standing stones 
of Nether Largie were visible 

in Aidan’s time too, while 
Dunadd would have been a 
thriving cosmopolitan centre.

It was in this part of what 
is now Argyll and Bute that 
Aidan is thought to have 
encountered his future lord, 
St Oswald of Northumbria, 
an exiled Anglo-Saxon prince 
living in the court of the Gaelic 
kings.

When he returned to reclaim 
his rightful kingdom at the 

point of a sword – a story that 
inspired JRR Tolkien’s � e 
Lord of the Rings – Oswald 
invited Aidan to establish a 
monastery on Lindisfarne; 
basing it on the Iona model.

Part-biography and part-pil-
grimage, � e Man Who Gave 
his Horse To A Beggar takes 
the reader back in time but 
also asks what lessons this ne-
glected holy man might have 
for our own troubled times.

Named in honour of one of 
Aidan’s most revealing acts, 
the work explores why Aidan 
has so o� en been overlooked 
and aims to restore him to 
his rightful place as one of the 
greatest � gures in Irish and 
British history.

Mr Connell, age 41, a former 
journalist, said: ‘Iona was 
among the most memorable 
destinations in our epic travels 
through Britain and Ireland.

‘We arrived in late March of 
2019, before the Easter rush. 
� e beauty and calm of the is-
land made a lasting impression 
on me.

‘� e monuments of 
Kilmartin Glen are also at the 
very heart of the book’s major 
themes, including kingship 
and the sacredness of land-
scape. And it was at Dunadd 
that Aidan would have seen 
the kings of Dál Riata inau-
gurated, preparing him for 
his future role as Oswald’s 
spiritual advisor.’

Portals to this other-world 
still survive, suggested by 
mountains, forgotten ruins, 
holy wells and standing stones, 
crosses and caves, said Mr 
Connell.

Born in Newcastle, Mr 
Connell now lives in Cumbria, 
England, with his partner and 
their daughter.

He previously worked for 
titles including � e Edinburgh 
Evening News, with bylines in 
� e Scotsman and Scotland on 
Sunday.

� e book has been published 
by Culture and Democracy 
Press and is available to pur-
chase online through Amazon 
for £25.

Mysterious island monk 
explored in new book

John Connell’s 
book follows in the 
footsteps of Aidan 
of Lindisfarne 
and features 
Iona, Dunadd and 
Kilmartin Glen.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Mull musician 
tunes up for 
Lockdown Live
Mull Historical Society’s Colin 
MacIntyre is inviting people to 
join him in his Englandshire 
cabin for an evening of reading 
and music.

A free event, MHS Lockdown 
Live will take place on Saturday 
May 2 on Facebook with any 
donations being directed to 
mhs-for-the-nhs Just Giving 
page.

‘Mull Historical Society has 
always been about building 
communities for me,’ said 
Colin. ‘So with that in mind, 
I would like to invite you, my 
community, to come together 
for a gathering where I’ll share 
some MHS tunes and a book 
reading live from my woodland 
cabin. � is is a little event to 
recognise the amazing work 
being done by front line NHS 
workers every day during these 
strange and di�  cult times.’

Colin’s ‘Calgary Cabin’ 
features a backdrop from his 
Origins of Ivor Punch play (set 
on Mull) which ran last year in 
Glasgow and Edinburgh.

‘So while I’m in lockdown 
at least I can walk along 
Tobermory Main Street, in 
my garden in England,’ he 
explained.

‘Pour something cold, or 
warm, and come join me.’

Lockdown Live from Calgary 
Cabin can be viewed at 8pm 
on Saturday May 2 at www.
facebook.com/mullhistorical
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DIARDAOIN 30 An Giblean / 
THURSDAY 30 April
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19.00 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 Taigheadas Dùthchail/Rural Housing (rpt)
21:00 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
21:50 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
22:00 Mach a Seo! (rpt)
22:30  Ameireaga air Film (rpt)
23:20 Dhan Uisge (Rubislaw Quarry)
23:25  Na Millenni-Gaels (rpt)

DIHAOINE  1 An Cèitean / 
FRIDAY 1 May
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne –
  Children’s programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là – News 
19:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19:30 Fianais (rpt)
20:00 Togaidh Sinn Fonn (rpt)
20:25 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:30 Kerry is Kirsty: Coigeach (rpt)
21:00 Opry an Luir (rpt)
21:50 Dhan Uisge (Rubislaw Quarry) (rpt)
22:00 The Flatey Enigma (rpt)
22 :55 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
23:00 ALT (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 2 An Cèitean / 
SATURDAY 2  May
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne –
  Children’s programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18:00 ÙR/NEW: Spors – SWPL1 2019
19:00 Mach a Seo (rpt)
19:30 Fianais (rpt)
20:00 Machair (rpt)

20:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20:30 Dreach Ur (rpt)
21:00 ÙR/NEW: ALT 
22:00 Ameireaga air Film/America in Colour (rpt)
22:45 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – Gruff Rhys (rpt)
22:55 Spors – SWPL1 2019 (rpt)
00:00 Belladrum 2019 (Highlights) (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 3 An Cèitean / 
SUNDAY 3 May
16 :00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
18 :15  An La – News
18:30 Binneas – Na Trads – The Halton Quartet  (rpt)
18:35 Sgeul Slàinte (rpt)
18:50  Ar N-Aran Làitheil/ Spiritual Service (rpt)
19:30 Sorchar nan Reul (rpt)
20:00 Taigheadas Duthchail/Rural Housing (rpt)
20 :30 Fuine S5 (rpt)
21 :00 Gladys (rpt) 
22 :00 ALT (rpt)
23 :00 The Flatey Enigma (rpt)
23 :55 Eadar Chluich (rpt)

DILUAIN 4 An Cèitean / 
MONDAY 4 May
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 Puirt- adhair (Highland Airports) (rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19 :55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 Kerry is Kirsty: Caol Reatha gu Drochaid 
Sheile (rpt) 
21.00 Trusadh – Na Ciuird (Apprenticeships)  (rpt)
22:00 Iul a’ Chiuil – An Ceol (The Musical Path – 
The Music) (rpt)
22:30 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt)
23:30 Mach a Seo(rpt)

DIMÀIRT 5  An Cèitean / 
TUESDAY 5 May
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming

19:05 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
19 :35 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19 :55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 Fuine S5 (rpt)
21.00 Cluinneam!/ The Switch On (rpt)
22:00 Trusadh – Na Ciuird (Apprenticeships) (rpt)
23:00 Ceolmhor@ Piping Live (rpt)
23:30 Sorchar nan Reul (rpt)

DICIADAIN 6 An Cèitean / 
WEDNESDAY 6 May
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 Puirt-adhair (Highland Airports) (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Langauage (rpt) 
19:50 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR/NEW: Dreach Ur 
21.00 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt)
22:00 Na Milleni-Gaels (rpt)
22:30 Iul a’ Chiuil – An Ceol 
 (The Musical Path- The Music) (rpt)
23:00 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
23:50  Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 7 An Cèitean / 
THURSDAY 7 May
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19.05 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 Taigheadas Dùthchail/Rural Housing (rpt)
21:00 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
21:45 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
 Bwani Junction (rpt)
22:00 Mach a Seo! (rpt)
22:30  Ameireaga air Film (rpt)
23:15 ÙR/NEW: Binneas na Trads
23:25  Na Millenni-Gaels (rpt)

Robert in lockdown!
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Lockdown has taken a bizarre 
turn. Since I last wrote, I have 
been to New York, Moscow, 
Cairo, and all manner of exotic 
locations – all from the com-
fort of my own living room! 

Let me explain. Tide Lines 
are releasing our second 
album this Friday, May 1. 
We had an extensive tour 
planned to coincide with the 
release: starting in Denmark 
and � nishing up in Glasgow 
two months later. All of this 
has had to be rescheduled, of 
course, due to the coronavirus, 
leaving us without an all im-
portant “album tour”. 

As the best alternative we 
could think of, the boys have 
sent me packing on a Virtual 
World Tour. Every day, Ross 
in the band has graphically 
designed an intro that shows 
a tartan Tide Lines aeroplane 
transporting me from Fort 
William to whatever far 
� ung location I’m playing in 
that night, and then I appear 
against a background of 
famous landmarks from the 
place in question. When I 
� nish my ‘gig’, the same tartan 
plane then takes o�  back to 
Fort William. 

I’ve played in front of the 
Statue of Liberty, the Ei� el 
Tower, the Kremlin, the Great 
Pyramids, the Sydney Opera 
House, to name a few. Each 
night, I debut a song from our 
album, and sing a couple of 
songs local to the place that 
have been requested by the 

viewers the night before. As 
a short list of examples, I’ve 
played Sinatra’s New York, 
New York, � e Beatles’ Back 
in the USSR, Duran Duran’s 
Rio, and Men at Work’s Do 
you come from a land Down 
Under? 

My Mum has also been 
heavily involved in the prepa-
ration for each gig – hanging a 
dark bed sheet up on the wall 
each night to complement the 
virtual background, and pro-
viding me with props which 
have become an integral part 
of each show! Red wine for 
Paris, for example, and vodka 
for Russia. 

Some of the more elaborate 
props have meant raking 
through cupboards for some 
of my old toys! � ank good-
ness my Mum never throws 
anything out. An Action Man 
dressed as an astronaut who 
joined me in Moscow as ‘spe-
cial guest’ Yurie Gargarrin was 
my personal favourite. And my 

Dad (having got over his initial 
disappointment that I resigned 
from my post as head gardener 
in order to embark on this 
world tour) has also adopted 
the spirit of the tour to allow 
me access to his unrivalled LP 
collection. 

So far, it has provided such 
greats as � e Seekers for 
Australia, � e Rolling Stones 
for London, and ‘Bacarra’ 
for Paris. He promised me 
they were a French duo but it 
turned out they were Spanish! 

In any normal circumstance, 
this Virtual World Tour would 
be a ridiculous non-starter. 
But, thanks to our fans, it has 
salvaged our album campaign 
when all our real gigs were 
postponed. 

� e album is available from 
Friday and, although we’re 
itching to get out and tour 
it, the next best thing has 
certainly provided us all (and 
hopefully some others) with a 
lot of laughs and enjoyment. 

Summer seems to be here at 
last, so for this week’s lock-
down recipe I have pulled out 
a tasty and refreshing alterna-
tive to a lunchtime sandwich.

� is one comes from 
Diabetes UK and was used on 
a regular basis two years ago 
a� er I was diagnosed with the 
type 2 strain of the disease.

Having been on my best 
behaviour ever since, well 
almost, and I now have the 
condition under control. 
However, since lockdown 
occurred I can almost feel that 
blood sugar level rising again.

� is recipe is not only low 
in sugar it’s healthy in many 
ways and tastes delicious too, 
ideal for these gorgeous sunny 
days (information was correct 
at the time of writing!).

Tastes even better if le�  
overnight in a fridge to allow 
� avours to intensify.
Grilled lemon and chilli 
chicken with couscous
Ingredients (one serving)
1 med chicken � llet, about 
130g

2 tsp olive oil
half tbsp lemon 
juice
1 tbsp chopped 
fresh mint
1 clove garlic
2 tsp crushed 
chillies
quarter tsp red 
wine vinegar
quarter red pepper, 
chopped
25g couscous
3 cherry tomatoes
1 tbsp chopped fresh � at leaf 
parsley

Method
 Slice the chicken � llets into 
strips about as thick as your 
� nger.
 In a small bowl, combine the 
olive oil, lemon juice, mint, 
garlic, chillies and red wine 
vinegar.
  Add half the dressing to 
the sliced chicken � llet and 
set aside to marinade for 30 
minutes.
In another small bowl, add 
the remainder of the dressing 

to the couscous and 
add enough wa-

ter to just cover. 
Set aside for 
at least 15 
minutes.
In the 
m e a n t i m e , 

grill the red 
pepper until the 

skin is black. Take 
o�  the heat and once 

cool enough to touch, peel the 
blackened skin o�  and chop.
Chop the cherry tomatoes in 
half and chop the parsley.
Heat the grill and when 
hot cook the chicken strips 
and any marinade clinging 
to them. Grill for about 3-4 
minutes on each side.
When done, � u�  up the 
couscous and add the grilled 
chicken and prepared vegeta-
bles to serve.
Chef’s tips
Works well with turkey or 
salmon instead of chicken.
For a veggie option, use 
tofu or use large Portobello 
mushrooms.

Lockdown lunch is summer sizzler



Thursday 30 April 202020  LEISURE

Environmental charity, 
Earthwatch, is launching a po-
etry competition on Monday, 
April 27, with a deadline for 
submission of May 17.

�e competition is part of its 
Wild Days online programme 
of indoor/outdoor learning ac-
tivities, which aims to support 
families in lockdown.

Earthwatch  ambassa-
dor  and head judge, Michaela 
Strachan, launched the compe-
tition by reading her Wildlife A-Z 
poem and entrants will have a 
chance to win a signed copy of 
her  children’s  book,  Michaela 
Strachan’s Really Wild 
Adventures.

Michaela said: ‘�is lockdown 
is, without doubt, challenging 
for many children.

But what I have noticed, is it’s 
brought out the creative side, as 
well as an appreciation for any 
outdoor space  the youngsters 
have access to. �is poetry 
competition is a great way to 
use that creativity and connec-
tion with the natural world. I 
think we’re going to be really 
impressed with what they all 
come up with.’

Other prizes include signed 
copies of Nick Baker’s Bug 

Book, the author is also an 
ambassador and has presented 
content for the Wild Days 
programme, plus, Diary of a 
Naturalist by Dara McAnulty, 
a 16-year-old naturalist, 
packets of wild�ower seeds 
and mini-nature kits. Field 
guidebooks from Princeton 
University Press’s ‘Wild Guide’ 
series will also be prizes, en-
couraging families to explore 
and engage with nature again 
when the lockdown is over.

�ere will be four categories: 
for children aged seven and 
under; aged eight to 11; 12 to 
16; and for schools. �e compe-
tition is open to all those who 
wish to take part, whether or 
not they are current subscribers 
of the Wild Days programme.

Sarah Staunton-Lamb, 
Earthwatch’s senior engage-
ment manager, commented: 
‘Poetry is a great outlet for 
expression, and we hope this 
competition encourages chil-
dren to express their feelings 
and capture our connection 
with nature as we go through 
this exceptional time.’

Poems can be entered via 
the online entry form  on the 
website wild-days.org.

Youngsters urged to go 
wild with poetry National Theatre’s digital 

programme a  monster hit 
�e National �eatre has 
announced the next two pro-
ductions to be streamed live on 
YouTube on �ursdays at 7pm.

�e screenings are part of 
National �eatre at Home; 
the new initiative bringing 
content to the public accessed 
from their homes during 
coronavirus.

Productions to be screened 
include the NT Live broadcast 
of Danny Boyle’s production 
of Frankenstein, �lmed 
at the National �eatre in 
2011, which sees Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Jonny Lee 
Miller alternating the roles of 
Victor Frankenstein and his 
creation. �e two versions will 
be shown across two nights on 
�ursday April 30 and Friday 
May 1.

Simon Godwin’s sell-out 
production of Shakespeare’s 
Antony and Cleopatra fea-
turing the Evening Standard 
�eatre award-winning per-
formances by Ralph Fiennes 
and Sophie Okonedo as the 

famous lovers will be streamed 
on �ursday, May 7.

Both productions will be free 
to stream, premiering at 7pm 
and then available on demand 
for seven days. Further pro-
ductions to be streamed as part 
of National �eatre at Home 
will be announced soon.

�e National �eatre at 
Home Quiz has also been 
launched, to be played from 
home featuring familiar faces 
from the world of stage and 
screen as the quizmasters. 
Each quiz will include rounds 
of �ve questions on a wide 
variety of topics.

On the �nal Monday of each 
month people will be able 
join the virtual quiz directly 
from their homes via the 
NT’s YouTube channel and 
Facebook page live at 7pm. 
Quizmasters include Dame 
Helen Mirren, Sir Lenny 
Henry, Lesley Manville, and 
Sir Ian McKellen, asking 
questions on topics including 
history, sport, nature, and of 
course, the National �eatre.

National �eatre at Home 
launched earlier this month 
in response to theatre and cin-
ema closures due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. �e �rst 
stream was the award-winning 
production of One Man Two 
Guvnors which received over 
2.5 million views across the 
seven days it was available 
online.

Benedict Cumberbatch 
and Jonny Lee Miller will 
alternate in the roles of 
Victor Frankenstein and his 
creation.
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16 17

18

19 20 21 22

23

24 25

26 27

Across

1 Chewed stimulant (4)

3 Special time (8)

9 Sea flood (7)

10 Extremely small (5)

11 Male partner (5)

12 First-aid liquid item (6)

14 First class (6)

16 Rotten person (3,3)

19 Stereo knob (6)

21 Drying place (5)

24 American state (5)

25 Former Turkish coin (7)

26 Well-known event from the past (8)

27 Alter course when sailing (4)

Down

1 Administration building of an area (4,4)

2 Leftover piece of biscuit (5)

4 Doctor's surgery (6)

5 With a weapon (5)

6 Make angry with perfume (7)

7 Midday (4)

8 Solicitor (6)

13 Wrong (8)

15 Copies (7)

17 Personification (6)

18 Oracle site in ancient Greece (6)

20 One who sings in a lower pitch (5)

22 Shabby (5)

23 Use acid to mark (4)
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LAST WEEK’S XWORD SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL 
RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen 
live at www.obanfm.scot 
or on the TuneIn app

In these unprecedented times Oban Fm are 
maintaining Breakfast and Drivetime shows with 
a Covid19 News update in each. This helps keep 

our volunteers and listeners safe and healthy
We are broadcasting these hours in association with BID4OBAN and 

the Oban Times, supported by the Scotland’s Towns Partnership. 
Providing resilience for our local business community.

The Oban Times podcast airs as usual on Wednesday Drivetime 
and Argyll Talking Newspapers appears through the week.

Radio Clyde 2 will keep you entertained with 
your favourite hits and National news too.

 Breakfast 8am-10am Drive Time 5pm-7pm
Monday  Stephen Marcus
Tuesday  Stephen Karen
Wednesday Stephen Campbell
Thursday Andy and Sarah Stephen
Friday Stephen Margo
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Stacey Dooley – see 
Question 6

 1. A roaring lion is the 
trademark of which 
American fi lm and media 
company?

 2. Noel Coward and Bob 
Marley are both buried on 
which island?

 3. Which rank of peerage 
comes between Earl and 
Baron?

 4. From 1974 to 1979, John 
Foxx was the lead singer 
of which British new wave 
band?

 5. Alan Bates played a murder 
suspect, hidden by three 
children who believe he is 
Jesus, in which 1961 fi lm?

 6. Who was Stacey Dooley’s 
dance partner when she 
won the 2018 series of 
Strictly Come Dancing?

 7. Who is the father of 
James, Viscount Severn?

 8. How would you better 
know the infectious disease 
once called consumption?

 9. What G is a swelling in 
the thyroid gland which 
sometimes results in the 
neck almost doubling in 
size?

 10. The 2022 Ryder Cup 
match will be hosted by 
which European country?

 2. Clearly Richard included a 
word from the song (5)

 3. Record that is about patrol 
leader, a follower (8)

 4. Tea maker needs hops for his 
other product (6)

 5. Scratch starter (4)
 6. One who contracts when using 

needles (7)
 7 & 9. Went under an assumed 

name? (9,9)
 11. Water that is still showing no 

activity (8)
 13. Herod is a tenacious chap, we 

hear! (7)
 15. Swear it has been stained a red 

colour (6)
 18. Belgian port gets rid of an idiot 

(5)
 19. Ship losing top part of its 

freight (4)

 1. Fellow went fi rst, then ran away (4)
 4. Wager there is some hazard in the 

meat (7)
 8. German city with eastern country’s 

pottery (7,5)
 9. Tended to be leaning (8)
 10. Yes, perplexed about toe’s fi rst 

swelling (4)
 12. Carl and little Edward built a bed 

for baby (6)
 14. Alcohol so removed from rootless 

wanderer (6)
 16. Boy had some vinegar yesterday (4)
 17. Frustrated by illumination in the 

rose garden (8)
 20. Played the part of an individual I 

beat at chess while going round 
(12)

 21. Elegant speech in a small chapel (7)
 22. Knocks on the bath? (4)
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 1. Border on (4)
 4. London borough (7)
 8. Best-selling brand (6,6)
 9. Of worth (8)
 10. Strike hard (inf.) (4)
 12. North African (6)
 14. Thrifty (6)
 16. Without light (4)
 17. Raised path (8)
 20. Cowboy headgear (3-6,3)
 21. Indecisive (7)
 22. Garden tool (4)

 2. Unruly disturbance (5)
 3. Subtract (4,4)
 4. Diminutive (6)
 5. Mild (4)
 6. Whirling round (7)
 7. Causing anguish (9)
 9. Given legal force (9)
 11. Captive (8)
 13. Hereditary title (7)
 15. Hollow between hills (6)
 18. Strike soundly (5)
 19. Aspect (4)
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1. What word describes a number multiplied 
by itself three times?

2. What common name is given to the adult 
crane fly?

3. Which alkali substance when used with 
water produces a lather and acts as a 
cleaning agent?

4. What word is given to the stem of the 
raspberry plant?

5. In which children’s card game does the first 
player to call when matching a pair of 
cards win the stack?

1 Cube; 2 Daddy-
long-legs; 3 Soap; 
4 Cane; 5 Snap. 
Common link: 
Words that can 
follow sugar.

Across – 1 Abut; 4 Lambeth; 8 Market 
leader; 9 Valuable; 10 Biff; 12 Libyan; 
14 Frugal; 16 Dark; 17 Causeway; 20 
Ten-gallon hat; 21 Dithery; 22 Rake.
Down – 2 Brawl; 3 Take away; 4 Little; 
5 Meek; 6 Eddying; 7 Hurtfully; 9 
Validated; 11 Prisoner; 13 Baronet; 15 
Valley; 18 Whack; 19 Face.

Across – 1 Fled; 4 Brisket; 8 Dresden 
china; 9 Inclined; 10 Stye; 12 Cradle; 
14 Sterol; 16 Gary; 17 Blighted; 20 
Impersonated; 21 Oratory; 22 Taps.
Down – 2 Lyric; 3 Disciple; 4 Brewer; 
5 Itch; 6 Knitter; 7 & 9 Travelled 
incognito; 11 Stagnant; 13 Agrippa; 15 
Bloody; 18 Twerp; 19 Argo. J
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1 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM); 2 Jamaica; 3 
Viscount; 4 Ultravox; 5 Whistle Down the Wind; 6 
Kevin Clifton; 7 Prince Edward (Earl of Wessex); 8 
Tuberculosis (TB); 9 Goitre; 10 Italy.
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All puzzles on this page are supplied by Sirius Media Services.
To try our new puzzle, Zygolex, go to www.zygolex.com – available in book form or as an app.
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Quiz Challenge

Each number in the Cross Code grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start you 
off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, then use 
your knowledge of words to work out which letters should go in the 
missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, 
and so must each 3 x 3 box.

ABCDEFGH I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Cryptic Across Cryptic Down

Quick Across Quick Down

Fill in the blank squares in the grid with numbers so that each 
horizontal or vertical line adds up to the total given in the box 
either to the left or above it. Horizontal totals are given in the 
top right corners of the shaded boxes; vertical totals in the 
bottom left corners.You can use the numbers 1 to 9, but may 
not use the same number more than once in any run. The 
number may be used again, however, in the same row or 
column but as part of another run.

Double Crossword
The puzzles are different but both use the same grid

Fill the 6x6 grid with as many 
boxes as there are numbers printed. 
Each box must be either square or 
rectangular and must contain just 
one of the numbers. The numbers 
show how many squares there 
should be in each box.

The answers to the following five questions 
contain a word or words which have a common 
theme. Can you find the link?

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: QUICK CROSSWORD: COMMON 
LINK

HARD SUDOKUKAKURO
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 9. What G is a swelling in 
the thyroid gland which 
sometimes results in the 
neck almost doubling in 
size?
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which European country?

 2. Clearly Richard included a 
word from the song (5)

 3. Record that is about patrol 
leader, a follower (8)
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other product (6)
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 6. One who contracts when using 
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5. In which children’s card game does the first 
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1 Cube; 2 Daddy-
long-legs; 3 Soap; 
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Common link: 
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14 Frugal; 16 Dark; 17 Causeway; 20 
Ten-gallon hat; 21 Dithery; 22 Rake.
Down – 2 Brawl; 3 Take away; 4 Little; 
5 Meek; 6 Eddying; 7 Hurtfully; 9 
Validated; 11 Prisoner; 13 Baronet; 15 
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not use the same number more than once in any run. The 
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Kevin Clifton; 7 Prince Edward (Earl of Wessex); 8 
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Quiz Challenge

Each number in the Cross Code grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start you 
off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, then use 
your knowledge of words to work out which letters should go in the 
missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, 
and so must each 3 x 3 box.

ABCDEFGH I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Cryptic Across Cryptic Down

Quick Across Quick Down

Fill in the blank squares in the grid with numbers so that each 
horizontal or vertical line adds up to the total given in the box 
either to the left or above it. Horizontal totals are given in the 
top right corners of the shaded boxes; vertical totals in the 
bottom left corners.You can use the numbers 1 to 9, but may 
not use the same number more than once in any run. The 
number may be used again, however, in the same row or 
column but as part of another run.

Double Crossword
The puzzles are different but both use the same grid

Fill the 6x6 grid with as many 
boxes as there are numbers printed. 
Each box must be either square or 
rectangular and must contain just 
one of the numbers. The numbers 
show how many squares there 
should be in each box.

The answers to the following five questions 
contain a word or words which have a common 
theme. Can you find the link?

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: QUICK CROSSWORD: COMMON 
LINK

HARD SUDOKUKAKURO

CROSS CODE

BOX CLEVEREASY SUDOKU QUIZ CHALLENGE
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Stacey Dooley – see 
Question 6

 1. A roaring lion is the 
trademark of which 
American fi lm and media 
company?

 2. Noel Coward and Bob 
Marley are both buried on 
which island?

 3. Which rank of peerage 
comes between Earl and 
Baron?

 4. From 1974 to 1979, John 
Foxx was the lead singer 
of which British new wave 
band?

 5. Alan Bates played a murder 
suspect, hidden by three 
children who believe he is 
Jesus, in which 1961 fi lm?

 6. Who was Stacey Dooley’s 
dance partner when she 
won the 2018 series of 
Strictly Come Dancing?

 7. Who is the father of 
James, Viscount Severn?

 8. How would you better 
know the infectious disease 
once called consumption?

 9. What G is a swelling in 
the thyroid gland which 
sometimes results in the 
neck almost doubling in 
size?

 10. The 2022 Ryder Cup 
match will be hosted by 
which European country?

 2. Clearly Richard included a 
word from the song (5)

 3. Record that is about patrol 
leader, a follower (8)

 4. Tea maker needs hops for his 
other product (6)

 5. Scratch starter (4)
 6. One who contracts when using 

needles (7)
 7 & 9. Went under an assumed 

name? (9,9)
 11. Water that is still showing no 

activity (8)
 13. Herod is a tenacious chap, we 

hear! (7)
 15. Swear it has been stained a red 

colour (6)
 18. Belgian port gets rid of an idiot 

(5)
 19. Ship losing top part of its 

freight (4)

 1. Fellow went fi rst, then ran away (4)
 4. Wager there is some hazard in the 

meat (7)
 8. German city with eastern country’s 

pottery (7,5)
 9. Tended to be leaning (8)
 10. Yes, perplexed about toe’s fi rst 

swelling (4)
 12. Carl and little Edward built a bed 

for baby (6)
 14. Alcohol so removed from rootless 

wanderer (6)
 16. Boy had some vinegar yesterday (4)
 17. Frustrated by illumination in the 

rose garden (8)
 20. Played the part of an individual I 

beat at chess while going round 
(12)

 21. Elegant speech in a small chapel (7)
 22. Knocks on the bath? (4)
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 1. Border on (4)
 4. London borough (7)
 8. Best-selling brand (6,6)
 9. Of worth (8)
 10. Strike hard (inf.) (4)
 12. North African (6)
 14. Thrifty (6)
 16. Without light (4)
 17. Raised path (8)
 20. Cowboy headgear (3-6,3)
 21. Indecisive (7)
 22. Garden tool (4)

 2. Unruly disturbance (5)
 3. Subtract (4,4)
 4. Diminutive (6)
 5. Mild (4)
 6. Whirling round (7)
 7. Causing anguish (9)
 9. Given legal force (9)
 11. Captive (8)
 13. Hereditary title (7)
 15. Hollow between hills (6)
 18. Strike soundly (5)
 19. Aspect (4)
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1. What word describes a number multiplied 
by itself three times?

2. What common name is given to the adult 
crane fly?

3. Which alkali substance when used with 
water produces a lather and acts as a 
cleaning agent?

4. What word is given to the stem of the 
raspberry plant?

5. In which children’s card game does the first 
player to call when matching a pair of 
cards win the stack?

1 Cube; 2 Daddy-
long-legs; 3 Soap; 
4 Cane; 5 Snap. 
Common link: 
Words that can 
follow sugar.

Across – 1 Abut; 4 Lambeth; 8 Market 
leader; 9 Valuable; 10 Biff; 12 Libyan; 
14 Frugal; 16 Dark; 17 Causeway; 20 
Ten-gallon hat; 21 Dithery; 22 Rake.
Down – 2 Brawl; 3 Take away; 4 Little; 
5 Meek; 6 Eddying; 7 Hurtfully; 9 
Validated; 11 Prisoner; 13 Baronet; 15 
Valley; 18 Whack; 19 Face.

Across – 1 Fled; 4 Brisket; 8 Dresden 
china; 9 Inclined; 10 Stye; 12 Cradle; 
14 Sterol; 16 Gary; 17 Blighted; 20 
Impersonated; 21 Oratory; 22 Taps.
Down – 2 Lyric; 3 Disciple; 4 Brewer; 
5 Itch; 6 Knitter; 7 & 9 Travelled 
incognito; 11 Stagnant; 13 Agrippa; 15 
Bloody; 18 Twerp; 19 Argo. J
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Each number in the Cross Code grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start you 
off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, then use 
your knowledge of words to work out which letters should go in the 
missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, 
and so must each 3 x 3 box.
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Cryptic Across Cryptic Down

Quick Across Quick Down

Fill in the blank squares in the grid with numbers so that each 
horizontal or vertical line adds up to the total given in the box 
either to the left or above it. Horizontal totals are given in the 
top right corners of the shaded boxes; vertical totals in the 
bottom left corners.You can use the numbers 1 to 9, but may 
not use the same number more than once in any run. The 
number may be used again, however, in the same row or 
column but as part of another run.

Double Crossword
The puzzles are different but both use the same grid

Fill the 6x6 grid with as many 
boxes as there are numbers printed. 
Each box must be either square or 
rectangular and must contain just 
one of the numbers. The numbers 
show how many squares there 
should be in each box.

The answers to the following five questions 
contain a word or words which have a common 
theme. Can you find the link?
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trademark of which 
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Marley are both buried on 
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 3. Which rank of peerage 
comes between Earl and 
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 4. From 1974 to 1979, John 
Foxx was the lead singer 
of which British new wave 
band?

 5. Alan Bates played a murder 
suspect, hidden by three 
children who believe he is 
Jesus, in which 1961 fi lm?

 6. Who was Stacey Dooley’s 
dance partner when she 
won the 2018 series of 
Strictly Come Dancing?

 7. Who is the father of 
James, Viscount Severn?

 8. How would you better 
know the infectious disease 
once called consumption?

 9. What G is a swelling in 
the thyroid gland which 
sometimes results in the 
neck almost doubling in 
size?

 10. The 2022 Ryder Cup 
match will be hosted by 
which European country?

 2. Clearly Richard included a 
word from the song (5)

 3. Record that is about patrol 
leader, a follower (8)

 4. Tea maker needs hops for his 
other product (6)

 5. Scratch starter (4)
 6. One who contracts when using 

needles (7)
 7 & 9. Went under an assumed 

name? (9,9)
 11. Water that is still showing no 

activity (8)
 13. Herod is a tenacious chap, we 

hear! (7)
 15. Swear it has been stained a red 

colour (6)
 18. Belgian port gets rid of an idiot 

(5)
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freight (4)
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meat (7)
 8. German city with eastern country’s 

pottery (7,5)
 9. Tended to be leaning (8)
 10. Yes, perplexed about toe’s fi rst 

swelling (4)
 12. Carl and little Edward built a bed 

for baby (6)
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wanderer (6)
 16. Boy had some vinegar yesterday (4)
 17. Frustrated by illumination in the 
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beat at chess while going round 
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crane fly?
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water produces a lather and acts as a 
cleaning agent?

4. What word is given to the stem of the 
raspberry plant?

5. In which children’s card game does the first 
player to call when matching a pair of 
cards win the stack?

1 Cube; 2 Daddy-
long-legs; 3 Soap; 
4 Cane; 5 Snap. 
Common link: 
Words that can 
follow sugar.

Across – 1 Abut; 4 Lambeth; 8 Market 
leader; 9 Valuable; 10 Biff; 12 Libyan; 
14 Frugal; 16 Dark; 17 Causeway; 20 
Ten-gallon hat; 21 Dithery; 22 Rake.
Down – 2 Brawl; 3 Take away; 4 Little; 
5 Meek; 6 Eddying; 7 Hurtfully; 9 
Validated; 11 Prisoner; 13 Baronet; 15 
Valley; 18 Whack; 19 Face.

Across – 1 Fled; 4 Brisket; 8 Dresden 
china; 9 Inclined; 10 Stye; 12 Cradle; 
14 Sterol; 16 Gary; 17 Blighted; 20 
Impersonated; 21 Oratory; 22 Taps.
Down – 2 Lyric; 3 Disciple; 4 Brewer; 
5 Itch; 6 Knitter; 7 & 9 Travelled 
incognito; 11 Stagnant; 13 Agrippa; 15 
Bloody; 18 Twerp; 19 Argo. J
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Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, 
and so must each 3 x 3 box.
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horizontal or vertical line adds up to the total given in the box 
either to the left or above it. Horizontal totals are given in the 
top right corners of the shaded boxes; vertical totals in the 
bottom left corners.You can use the numbers 1 to 9, but may 
not use the same number more than once in any run. The 
number may be used again, however, in the same row or 
column but as part of another run.
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Fill the 6x6 grid with as many 
boxes as there are numbers printed. 
Each box must be either square or 
rectangular and must contain just 
one of the numbers. The numbers 
show how many squares there 
should be in each box.
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 7. Who is the father of 
James, Viscount Severn?

 8. How would you better 
know the infectious disease 
once called consumption?

 9. What G is a swelling in 
the thyroid gland which 
sometimes results in the 
neck almost doubling in 
size?

 10. The 2022 Ryder Cup 
match will be hosted by 
which European country?

 2. Clearly Richard included a 
word from the song (5)

 3. Record that is about patrol 
leader, a follower (8)

 4. Tea maker needs hops for his 
other product (6)
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 6. One who contracts when using 
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 7 & 9. Went under an assumed 

name? (9,9)
 11. Water that is still showing no 
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crane fly?

3. Which alkali substance when used with 
water produces a lather and acts as a 
cleaning agent?

4. What word is given to the stem of the 
raspberry plant?

5. In which children’s card game does the first 
player to call when matching a pair of 
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1 Cube; 2 Daddy-
long-legs; 3 Soap; 
4 Cane; 5 Snap. 
Common link: 
Words that can 
follow sugar.

Across – 1 Abut; 4 Lambeth; 8 Market 
leader; 9 Valuable; 10 Biff; 12 Libyan; 
14 Frugal; 16 Dark; 17 Causeway; 20 
Ten-gallon hat; 21 Dithery; 22 Rake.
Down – 2 Brawl; 3 Take away; 4 Little; 
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Validated; 11 Prisoner; 13 Baronet; 15 
Valley; 18 Whack; 19 Face.
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Tuberculosis (TB); 9 Goitre; 10 Italy.
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615798423
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All puzzles on this page are supplied by Sirius Media Services.
To try our new puzzle, Zygolex, go to www.zygolex.com – available in book form or as an app.
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Quiz Challenge

Each number in the Cross Code grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start you 
off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, then use 
your knowledge of words to work out which letters should go in the 
missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, 
and so must each 3 x 3 box.

ABCDEFGH I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Cryptic Across Cryptic Down

Quick Across Quick Down

Fill in the blank squares in the grid with numbers so that each 
horizontal or vertical line adds up to the total given in the box 
either to the left or above it. Horizontal totals are given in the 
top right corners of the shaded boxes; vertical totals in the 
bottom left corners.You can use the numbers 1 to 9, but may 
not use the same number more than once in any run. The 
number may be used again, however, in the same row or 
column but as part of another run.

Double Crossword
The puzzles are different but both use the same grid

Fill the 6x6 grid with as many 
boxes as there are numbers printed. 
Each box must be either square or 
rectangular and must contain just 
one of the numbers. The numbers 
show how many squares there 
should be in each box.

The answers to the following five questions 
contain a word or words which have a common 
theme. Can you find the link?

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: QUICK CROSSWORD: COMMON 
LINK

HARD SUDOKUKAKURO

CROSS CODE

BOX CLEVEREASY SUDOKU QUIZ CHALLENGE

CROSS CODE

No. 1464

SOLUTIONS

Quiz Challenge

Your weekly puzzle challenge
SUDOKU

KAKURO

COMMON LINKBOX CLEVER

Easy

Hard
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Stacey Dooley – see 
Question 6

 1. A roaring lion is the 
trademark of which 
American fi lm and media 
company?

 2. Noel Coward and Bob 
Marley are both buried on 
which island?

 3. Which rank of peerage 
comes between Earl and 
Baron?

 4. From 1974 to 1979, John 
Foxx was the lead singer 
of which British new wave 
band?

 5. Alan Bates played a murder 
suspect, hidden by three 
children who believe he is 
Jesus, in which 1961 fi lm?

 6. Who was Stacey Dooley’s 
dance partner when she 
won the 2018 series of 
Strictly Come Dancing?

 7. Who is the father of 
James, Viscount Severn?

 8. How would you better 
know the infectious disease 
once called consumption?

 9. What G is a swelling in 
the thyroid gland which 
sometimes results in the 
neck almost doubling in 
size?

 10. The 2022 Ryder Cup 
match will be hosted by 
which European country?

 2. Clearly Richard included a 
word from the song (5)

 3. Record that is about patrol 
leader, a follower (8)

 4. Tea maker needs hops for his 
other product (6)

 5. Scratch starter (4)
 6. One who contracts when using 

needles (7)
 7 & 9. Went under an assumed 

name? (9,9)
 11. Water that is still showing no 

activity (8)
 13. Herod is a tenacious chap, we 

hear! (7)
 15. Swear it has been stained a red 

colour (6)
 18. Belgian port gets rid of an idiot 

(5)
 19. Ship losing top part of its 

freight (4)

 1. Fellow went fi rst, then ran away (4)
 4. Wager there is some hazard in the 

meat (7)
 8. German city with eastern country’s 

pottery (7,5)
 9. Tended to be leaning (8)
 10. Yes, perplexed about toe’s fi rst 

swelling (4)
 12. Carl and little Edward built a bed 

for baby (6)
 14. Alcohol so removed from rootless 

wanderer (6)
 16. Boy had some vinegar yesterday (4)
 17. Frustrated by illumination in the 

rose garden (8)
 20. Played the part of an individual I 

beat at chess while going round 
(12)

 21. Elegant speech in a small chapel (7)
 22. Knocks on the bath? (4)
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 1. Border on (4)
 4. London borough (7)
 8. Best-selling brand (6,6)
 9. Of worth (8)
 10. Strike hard (inf.) (4)
 12. North African (6)
 14. Thrifty (6)
 16. Without light (4)
 17. Raised path (8)
 20. Cowboy headgear (3-6,3)
 21. Indecisive (7)
 22. Garden tool (4)

 2. Unruly disturbance (5)
 3. Subtract (4,4)
 4. Diminutive (6)
 5. Mild (4)
 6. Whirling round (7)
 7. Causing anguish (9)
 9. Given legal force (9)
 11. Captive (8)
 13. Hereditary title (7)
 15. Hollow between hills (6)
 18. Strike soundly (5)
 19. Aspect (4)
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10 24
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27
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1. What word describes a number multiplied 
by itself three times?

2. What common name is given to the adult 
crane fly?

3. Which alkali substance when used with 
water produces a lather and acts as a 
cleaning agent?

4. What word is given to the stem of the 
raspberry plant?

5. In which children’s card game does the first 
player to call when matching a pair of 
cards win the stack?

1 Cube; 2 Daddy-
long-legs; 3 Soap; 
4 Cane; 5 Snap. 
Common link: 
Words that can 
follow sugar.

Across – 1 Abut; 4 Lambeth; 8 Market 
leader; 9 Valuable; 10 Biff; 12 Libyan; 
14 Frugal; 16 Dark; 17 Causeway; 20 
Ten-gallon hat; 21 Dithery; 22 Rake.
Down – 2 Brawl; 3 Take away; 4 Little; 
5 Meek; 6 Eddying; 7 Hurtfully; 9 
Validated; 11 Prisoner; 13 Baronet; 15 
Valley; 18 Whack; 19 Face.

Across – 1 Fled; 4 Brisket; 8 Dresden 
china; 9 Inclined; 10 Stye; 12 Cradle; 
14 Sterol; 16 Gary; 17 Blighted; 20 
Impersonated; 21 Oratory; 22 Taps.
Down – 2 Lyric; 3 Disciple; 4 Brewer; 
5 Itch; 6 Knitter; 7 & 9 Travelled 
incognito; 11 Stagnant; 13 Agrippa; 15 
Bloody; 18 Twerp; 19 Argo. J
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the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start you 
off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, then use 
your knowledge of words to work out which letters should go in the 
missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, 
and so must each 3 x 3 box.
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Cryptic Across Cryptic Down

Quick Across Quick Down

Fill in the blank squares in the grid with numbers so that each 
horizontal or vertical line adds up to the total given in the box 
either to the left or above it. Horizontal totals are given in the 
top right corners of the shaded boxes; vertical totals in the 
bottom left corners.You can use the numbers 1 to 9, but may 
not use the same number more than once in any run. The 
number may be used again, however, in the same row or 
column but as part of another run.

Double Crossword
The puzzles are different but both use the same grid

Fill the 6x6 grid with as many 
boxes as there are numbers printed. 
Each box must be either square or 
rectangular and must contain just 
one of the numbers. The numbers 
show how many squares there 
should be in each box.

The answers to the following five questions 
contain a word or words which have a common 
theme. Can you find the link?
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We are publishing this information in association with BID4OBAN and ObanFM, 
supported by the Scotland’s Towns Partnership. Helping to provide resilience for 

our local business community. Many of these businesses are working under extreme 
pressure to bring quality products and services to the people of Oban and beyond. 

Please remember to exercise caution when shopping and only shop for essential 
supplies. Along with our wonderful NHS sta� and carers, our local food, fuel, news 

platforms and home supply businesses are our community champions!

OPEN FOR

We realise that many more businesses would love 
to be open, serving locals and visitors alike – our 
deepest empathy goes out to these businesses and 
we look forward to seeing their doors wide open 
when this is all over.
Please feel free to get in touch with us if you would 
like to feature your business, or know a business that 
should be included. Email nmurphy@obantimes.
co.uk or get in touch via our Facebook page on 
messenger.
Let’s spread the word as much as we can!

SUPERMARKETS & FOODHALLS

Most superstores in town are operating crowd 
control measures to help manage social distancing 
and product quantity limits are in place. They are 
working tirelessly to restock shelves daily. Please be 
patient and kind.
TESCO
Mon-Sat 8am-10pm 
Sunday 10am-8pm 
Older, Vulnerable Customers - Mon, Wed, & Fri 
9am-10am 
NHS Sta� Tesco Sta� - Tues, Thurs & Sun 9am -10am 
Petrol Filling Station shop is closed but you will still 
be able to pay at the hatch.
LIDL 
Mon-Sun 8am-8pm
ALDI 
Mon-Sat 9am-7pm 
Sunday 9am-6pm 
All day everyday key workers in the
NHS, Police and Fire Service will take priority ahead 
of queues into stores upon showing a valid ID. This is 
in addition to early access on a Sunday, where they 
can enter stores 30 minutes prior to opening. 
• 4 units on all products 
• 2 units per customer on nappies and baby products 
• 12 units per online order on wines or spirits, 4 
units instore.
MARKS AND SPENCER 
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm 
Sat 8am-7pm 
Sun 9am-6pm 
Older & Vulnerable Customers Mon & Thurs 
8am-9am 
NHS & Emergency services Tues & Fri 8am - 9am
FARMFOODS 
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm 
Sat 8am-7pm 
Sun 9am-6pm
BOOKERS CASH AND CARRY
Booker in Oban are still supplying retailers and 
caterers throughout Oban and Argyll both through 
normal collect and existing delivered business. 
Open hours as follows: 
Mon-Fri 7.30am-3.00pm 
Sat 7.30am-2.00pm 
Sunday Closed 
Social distancing measures are in place with hand 
sanitiser for customer and colleague use to ensure 
we remain as safe as possible whilst trading through 
this situation.  

LOCAL FRESH FOOD & DRINK SUPPLIERS

Argyll has a unique natural larder and a range of 
passionate artisans and suppliers to choose from. 
With home deliveries too!
JACKSON BUTCHERS 
Opening Hours
Monday - Closed
Tuesday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday 9am - 2pm

O�ering FREE home delivery to
Oban - daily
Kilmore and Dunbeg - Wednesday
Connel, North Connel to Appin Thursday
Card Payments preferred. Call the shop on 01631 
562016 to place your order. We are open for 
customers who wish to visit the shop.  
Also taking phone orders for collection.
IAIN DARLING/WYNNE BUTCHERS 
9am-3pm 
To place orders call 01631 567400 
Cards payments preferred
TASTE OF ARGYLL 
Mon-Sat 9am-4pm 
Deliveries 
OBAN & KILMORE - Daily 
TAYNUILT - Tuesday 
BENDERLOCH & BARCALDINE - Friday 
To place your order call 07882226675. 
Fresh and frozen �sh, meats, veg, milk, breads, jams, 
co�ees, soaps, �ours, pasta, cakes, etc… 
*Pre ordered ready meals available
MILLSTONE WHOLEFOODS 
Closed but orders can be made by phoning 01631 
562704 
Orders will be gathered, payment is taken via phone 
call.  
Orders can be collected from the shop between 
9.30am-2pm, Mon-Sat. 
Delivery can be arranged.
OBAN BEER SELLER 
Shop closed but order befor 6pm for next day supply 
-  email obanbeerseller@gmail.com for current list 
of stock 
0779 6418973
OBAN FOOD HUB 
Order by midnight Tuesday for pick up Thurs 
4pm-6pm at the Rockfield Centre
***VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE: COLLECTION @ 
ROCKFIELD CENTRE**
If you are collecting a veg or fruit box from Go Naked 
Veg tomorrow please bring a bag to take your veg/
fruit home in. Due to the phenomenal amount of 
orders there are not enough boxes. Check out the 
Oban Food Hub Facebook page for strict guidelines 
on collection and delivery.
TASTE OF ARGYLL KITCHEN 
From Langoustine Curry to Highland Beefburgers - 
lots in between 
Friday night deliveries (free to Oban, £3 on outskirts) 
Tel: 07882226675
FROM CRATE TO GATE (THE OBAN INN)
Drinks supplies - for full menu see Oban Inn 
Facebook page
Home deliveries daily

TAKE-AWAY FOOD

Featured take-away food businesses are o�ering 
collection or delivery. Collections require strict 
adherence to social distancing regulations with 
maximum 2 people entering the outlet at any one 
time:

GEORGE STREET FISH RESTAURANT AND 
TAKE-AWAY 
Open 12pm-8pm daily 
Tel 01631 566664 
Take-away only
OBAN GRILLHOUSE 
Open 7 days, 5pm-11pm 
Tel: 01631 358246 
Collection or delivery
CORIANDER 
Fri, Sat, Sun from 5pm 
Tel: 01631 570806 
Collection or delivery

PIAZZA 
From 5.30pm, Thurs-Sun 
Tel: 01631 563628 
Collection or delivery
TASTE OF ARGYLL KITCHEN 
From Langoustine Curry to Highland Beefburgers - 
lots in between 
Friday night deliveries (free to Oban, £3 on outskirts) 
Tel: 07882226675
OBAN FILLING STATION 
Hot �lled rolls, pies and sausage rolls etc 
Open 7am-6pm
BIRCHWOOD FILLING STATION 
Hot �lled rolls 
Open 7am-6pm

BUILDING, PLUMBING & DIY SUPPLIES

CITY PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
Closed doors – phone and email orders only 
EMERGENCY CALL OUT?
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU
WITH  OVER 20,000 SPARE PARTS TO GET THE JOB 
DONE
Browse online at www.cityplumbing.co.uk
Please call 01631 567640  for free click and collect 
Mon-Fri 
Kerbside deliveries available 
Tel: 01631 567640
CITY ELECTRICAL FACTORS 
Closed doors but open Mon-Fri 8am-5.30pm 
Telephone orders 01631 562362 
Email: sales.oban@cef.couk 
Along with the 5,000 unique lines we stock at the 
branch, our customers still have access to over 
30,000 product lines from www.cef.co.uk 
Delivery or collection
SCREWFIX 
Essential supplies only 
PPE equipment reserved for frontline personnel only 
Click and Collect service only 
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm Sun 
Tel: 03330 112112 
www.screw�x.com
HIGHLAND FASTENERS 
Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm 
Essential supplies only 
Tel: 01631 570584
HOWDEN’S JOINERY 
Essential supplies for the trade, housing associations 
etc. 
Closed doors but open 9-3 Mon-Fri via telephone/
email. 
Tel: 01631 567083 
Email: oban@howdens.com

GARAGES

RODDY’S GARAGE
Open but with limited sta�.
Booking ahead by telephone required.
Tel: 01631 565882
KWIK FIT 
NHS 10% discount on tyres, servicing and batteries 
Click HERE for discount 
Tel: 01631 566282
FLIT 
Essential vehicle hire only for front line sta� 
Visit Flit self drive Facebook page 
Email: �it@btconnect.com 
Tel: 07810391753
KERRIE’S TYRES 
We are staying open or available for anyone that 
needs assistance. 
Open 9am-1pm contactable by phone thereafter 
Tel: 07876762631
MCCONECHY’S  
Open as usual: Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm 

Sat until 12.30pm 
Tel: 01631 570047 
Email  oban@mcconechys.co.uk
MUNRO’S GARAGE 
Must pre-book , no walk-ins 
Tel: 01631 564463 to book your vehicles in.
MORRISON MOTORS 
Long term vehicle rentals 
Tel: 07825 581171
FIN’S PLACE
Open for essential servicing
Tyres, brakes, batteries etc
Tel: 01631 566 220 or 07766 757 013
TRAILWEST
Closed doors but open for essential services for 
repair plus new supply and hire to the agricultural 
industry by telephone.
Tel: 01631 563638

LEGAL SERVICES

DM MACKINNON - SOLICITORS & NOTARIES
If you need to get in contact please call us on 01631 
563 014. If you are put through to our answering 
machine, we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
Alternatively, please email us at info@dmmk.co.uk 
and your email will be directed to an appropriate 
member of sta� who will respond to you at the 
earliest opportunity.
ANDERSON BANKS SOLICITORS & ESTATE 
AGENTS
(OBAN AND BENBECULA)
Due to Government guidelines our o�ces are 
currently closed to the public but our sta� are 
working remotely from home to continue to o�er 
the highest level of service.
Contact us on our usual numbers for telephone 
appts or Skype/Facetime video calls can be 
arranged.
Contact us:
www.andersonbanks.co.uk
Anderson Banks Facebook page.
Oban O�ce: 01631 563158 Email: info@anderson-
banks.co.uk
Benbecula office: 01870 602061 Email: uist@
andersonbanks.co.uk
Our legal services include: Conveyancing, Wills, 
Trusts & Executries, Power of Attorney, Family law, 
Commercial leases and all aspects of private client 
work plus estate agency for residential sales and 
leases.

INSURANCE

JELF CLARKE THOMSON
Open for Business As Usual.
Office is currently closed, but Jelf Clark Thomson 
sta� are working from home from 9am-5pm, 
Mon-Fri. If you email us, we will respond.
If you call us, the phone will be answered (or the call 
returned if a
message is left). Whether it’s the renewal of an 
existing policy, enquiries about new insurance 
arrangements, queries on cover or guidance on loss 
prevention and risk mitigation, we are here to help. 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
O�ce telephone number: 01631 567675 (please note 
calls to this number are being re-routed and thus will 
not always be answered immediately – please DO 
leave a message);
Graeme Bass mobile: 07872 131073

BANKS

ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND
Open for essential business:
Tues, Wed, Thurs
10am-1pm
Tel: 0345 724 2424
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West Highland Housing Association would 
like to thank all our tenants and residents for 

their understanding during these di�  cult 
times. Our organisation is following the 
Government guidelines and the o�  ce is 
closed but our sta�  are taking calls and 

working as much as possible in the circumstances. 

We will try and provide as much help and assistance during this 
crisis. We can help make claims for universal credit and other 

bene� ts and provide a listening ear if you just need to have a chat 
with someone. 

Please contact us either by 
phone on our FREE 

number 0300 3231170 
Email us 

mail@westhighlandha.co.uk 
or  login into your My Home 

account online 

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION SUPPORTING 

OUR TENANTS AND COMMUNITY.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

BANK OF SCOTLAND
Open for essential business:
Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm
Tel: 0345 602 0000
CLYDESDALE BANK
Open for essential business
Mon-Fri
10am-2pm
Tel: 0345 602 0000
TSB
Open for essential business:
Mon-Fri
10am-4pm closed 12.30-1.30 for lunch
Tel: 01631 399 998

TAXIS - ESSENTIAL JOURNEYS ONLY

ARGYLL TAXIS
Tel: 01631 565293
LORN TAXIS
Tel: 01631 564744
OBAN TAXIS
Tel: 01631 564148/566676/564666
ETIVE TAXIS
Tel: 01631 566880

FUEL/SERVICE STATIONS

BIRCHWOOD GARAGE
Mon-Sat 7am-6pm
OBAN FILLING STATION
Mon-Sat 7am-6pm, Sun 8am-6pm
HALFWAY HOUSE
Mon-Sun 7am-7pm
WEST HIGHLAND GAS
Delivering to your door
Gates closed but open Tues-Fri, 8am-4.30pm.
Please call with your order 
Tel: 01631 564050

CHEMISTS & HEALTHCARE

Try to avoid contacting your pharmacy by 
telephone, unless it is essential.
Most in town are operating crowd control measures 
to help manage social distancing:
• Only order medication 1 week in advance of 
needing it;
• Let your GP Practice know which pharmacy you’d 
like to collect this from;
• And please be understanding of small delays at 
this time.

BOOTS THE CHEMIST, GEORGE STREET
Mon-Sat 9am-4pm 
Closed 1.30pm-2.30pm for lunch
BOOTS THE CHEMIST, BESIDE DOCTORS
Mon-Fri 11am-6pm
Closed 1pm-2pm for lunch
GORDON’S CHEMIST
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
Closed 1pm-2pm for lunch
JOHN WALLACE OPTICIANS
OBAN PRACTICE
Telephone consultations only
Tel: 01631 563170
SPECSAVERS
Reduced sta�  and hours, for emergency and 
essential eye care services. 
We are here behind closed doors for phone and 
video consultations and onward emergency referral 
to hospital eye service when needed. 

CONVENIENCE STORES/NEWSAGENTS

ALBANY STORES
Mon-Sun 7am-6pm
SOROBA SHOP
Mon-Sun 10am-8pm
McCOLLS Oban
Mon-Sun 7am-8pm
DUNOLLIE SHOP
Tues-Sat 10am-8pm, Sun & Mon 12pm-6pm
DUNBEG STORES
Mon-Sun 8am till 8pm
CONNEL SHOP
Mon-Fri 6am-4pm
Sat 7.30am-1pm, Sun 7.30am-1pm
In store post o�  ce Mon-Sat 9am till 1pm
THE PINK SHOP, BENDERLOCH
Mon-Sun 9am till 9pm
BALVICAR STORES
Mon - Thurs 8.30am - 6.00pm
Fri 8.30am - 7.00pm
Sat 9am - 7.00pm
Sun 9.30am - 2pm
A little light entertainment from Wendy on their 
Facebook page...

PET SUPPLIES

PETS AT HOME
Mon-Sat 9am- 6pm
Sun 10am -5pm

Crowd control system in place to help manage social 
distancing in stores

CREATURE COMFORTS
Mon, Wed, Fri 9am-1pm
Creature Comforts is your local pet shop for Oban & 
surrounding area. We stock feeds & accessories for 
all kinds of pets & wild birds. Mail order deliveries 
available.
KINTALINE FARM
Mon-Sun 10am - 5pm by arrangement

GARDEN CENTRES

HOMEBASE OBAN
Open 10am-5pm daily
Card payment only
It would be useful if you could check the SKU code 
of the product you want from the website before 
coming to the store.

OFFICE/IT SERVICES

MATRIX COMPUTERS
Computer Support
providing telephone and remote support to home 
and business customers, new and existing. 
Tel: 01631 571571
Email info@matrixcomputers.co.uk
OBAN COMPUTER SERVICES
Limited service for essential assistance
Tel: 01631 566561

ONLINE SHOPPING

OBAN MUSIC SHOP
Oban Music is still trading through its web site:-
www.musicscotland.com
Tel: 01631 566304
ORSAY
Trading online at www.orsayoban.co.uk.

TRAVEL & LEISURE

ERIC SMITH TRAVEL
We are still open for new and existing bookings 
although
agency closed at present.
By email eric@gowestravel.co.uk,
dianne@gowestravel.co.uk
FB message ERIC SMITH TRAVEL

OFFICE/IT SERVICES AND ONLINE

MATRIX COMPUTERS
Computer Support
providing telephone and remote support to home 
and business customers, new and existing. Tel: 
01631 571571
Email info@matrixcomputers.co.uk

OBAN COMPUTER SERVICES
Limited service for essential assistance
Tel: 01631 566561
10DERIT
Computer Remote Support - no need for visits.
Home and Business networks.
info@10derit.co.uk
Text/Whatsapp 07944124025

OTHER INFORMATION

WEST COAST MOTORS
is now o� ering FREE travel to NHS and workers. The 
company is also working with local communities 
and o� ering a delivery service for those most 
vulnerable. Well done WCM!
ROYAL MAIL
Royal Mail have restricted sorting o�  ce hours to 
9am-11am
Closed Wed and Sun.
HOME-START LORN
Are you � nding it di�  cult with your children at 
home all day, need some adult conversation – our 
volunteers are here to help
Tel: 07718 768305
HOPE KITCHEN
Hope Kitchen is now delivering/providing food 
assistance to people who are experiencing � nancial 
diffi  culty at this time. Please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch either via messenger or on 01631 565730 if you 
� nd yourself short of essentials.
Those who can a� ord to pay for food but are 
self-isolating and unable to get supplies, Argyll 
and Bute Council has a dedicated phone line 01546 
605524 to help you.

Information correct at time of going to press. Check www.
obantimes.co.uk/openforbusiness for updated information. 
This page will run in the Oban Times every week for as long as 
necessary - printed information will be updated weekly.
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OPEN FOR IN ASSOCIATION WITH

MSPs clash over speed � rms receiving business grants
Local politicians have clashed over 
the speed of grants provided to 
businesses, writes Ellis Butcher

Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron, the 
Conservative shadow � nance 
minister, has crossed swords with 
� nance minister Kate Forbes of the 
ruling SNP, who represents Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch.

It follows claims by a major 
business owner in Scotland that 
government grants of £25,000 
are getting to businesses faster in 
England.

Michael Lumsden, who runs 
the Pure Spa and Beauty chain, 
claimed that the decision in 
Scotland to put councils in charge 
of the grants had made it ‘unneces-

sarily slow’ for � rms to access the 
funds.

In an open letter to MSPs, he 
wrote: ‘Our businesses cannot 
a� ord such unnecessary delays 
caused by bureaucracy.’

Mr Cameron commented: ‘� is 
is another hardworking business 
owner whose properties would 
fare far better if they were based 
south of the border. � at’s not 
an acceptable situation for the 
Scottish Government to create 
and is a� ecting � rms here in the 
Highlands and Islands where we 
have many more small and medi-
um sized businesses.’

Yet Ms Forbes pointed out 
Scotland was home to far more 
smaller businesses eligible for 

the lower grant of £10,000.
‘As such, there are far more small 
businesses getting a £10,000 grant 
in Scotland than they would in 
either England or Wales,’ she said.

‘As eligibility is based on the 
small business bonus scheme, 
which is the most generous in the 
UK, the cut-o�  for receiving a 
£10,000 grant is also higher mean-
ing more are eligible.’

Help to larger businesses, such 
as Pure Spa and Beauty, involved 
rates bills being reduced to zero, a 
£25,000 grant plus an additional 
grant for each of their properties 
and 80 per cent of wages paid, she 
added. 

‘I wonder what the small group 
of businesses complaining about 

the lack of parity with England 
would say if they realised that de-
livering parity would require us to 
strip hundreds of small businesses 
of any grant at all?’ she asked.

Argyll and Bute Council con-
� rmed this week that it has award-
ed £17.4 million in business grants.

By the end of April 26, it said 
1,405 applications had been 
approved for the £10,000 grants 
and 134 applications approved for 
the £25,000 grant. A total of 2,202 
applications have been received by 
the council.

� e council said sta�  had ‘re-
focused’ their work, or le�  their 
usual roles temporarily, to help 
speed up delivery of the govern-
ment grants. 

Councillor Aileen Morton, the 
Liberal Democrat leader of the 
authority, said: ‘Getting as much 
support to as many local business-
es as possible has been one of our 
key priorities over the past few 
weeks.

‘Credit due to all of the sta�  who 
have been working incredibly 
hard on this, including those 
who transferred over from their 
normal work to help process grant 
applications.’

Businesses a� ected by 
COVID-19 can apply to the 
council for funding support until 
March 31 next year.

� ey should visit https://www.
a rg yl l-bute .gov.u k /coronav i-
rus-information-businesses

Talks are to get under way soon 
across the Oban business com-
munity on a plan for how the 
town can bounce back from the 
coronavirus.

With the pandemic bringing 
much of commerce to a close, the 
focus since the end of March for 
the BID4Oban group has been 
pointing local � rms towards 
specialist advice, help and cash 
grants.

But as May beckons, the priority 
is set to shi�  in the coming weeks 
from ‘resilience to recovery,’ 
explained Andy Spence, chief ex-
ecutive of the 550-strong business 
group.

He said: ‘It is recognised that as 
time goes on and most businesses 
remain in lockdown that we need 
a plan to get business moving once 
restrictions start to be relaxed.

‘BID4Oban is working with 
a new group called the Argyll 
Economic Resilience Forum 
which is made up of business 
organisations across Argyll 

representing tourism, industry, 
local authorities, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and business 
improvement districts.

‘To this end, the BID will be 
instigating a series of conference 
calls with interested parties over 
the coming weeks to start to plan 
for the future.’

� e aim is to ensure that Oban 
is ready to move should the 
Scottish Government decide to 

relax restrictions which have kept 
the doors shut on hundreds of 
local businesses at the start of the 
traditional tourism season.

However, business leaders are 
under no illusion that restrictions 
may be in place for some time yet.

� at could see a staggered 
approach taking place, meaning 
some businesses would open 
ahead of others.

� at was made clear last week 

by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
at the launch of a new 27-page 
Scottish Government blueprint 
called ‘COVID-19 – A Framework 
for Decision Making’.

It sets out possible changes 
Scotland will have to make in 
order to prevent a deadly second 
wave as medics work on � nding a 
cure.

� at paves the way for social 
distancing to become the norm 
and would spell major changes for 
businesses to ensure sta�  and cus-
tomers are kept two-metres apart.

Any ongoing social distancing 
restrictions would also raise 
questions over the viability of 
crowd-pulling future public events 
held across Scotland, including 
Oban.

Mr Spence said: ‘Sadly, many 
events have had to be cancelled 
over the period of lockdown and 
have had an economic impact 
across the town’s businesses.

‘It is likely that more events 
may be cancelled as we progress 
throughout the year.

‘At this stage BID4Oban is liais-
ing with Argyll and Bute Council, 

taking advice from the Scottish 
Government and trying our best 
to advise and communicate with 
local organisations.

‘Given that many events are 
planned months in advance it is 
necessary to make some di�  cult 
decisions now and we will advise 
in due course which events will be 
a� ected.’

‘On a brighter note it is great to 
see the resilience of some of the 
town’s businesses that are still 
managing to trade in extremely 
di�  cult conditions.’

Mr Spence said the coverage in 
� e Oban Times had demonstrat-
ed the lengths some businesses are 
going to to provide a ‘business as 
usual’ approach while successfully 
respecting social distancing rules.

‘We should also be thankful to 
the sta�  at the various shops and 
businesses that are going the extra 
mile to ensure we can all buy food 
and obtain services we have been 
used to,’ said Mr Spence.

‘Many businesses are open on-
line and many are providing home 
deliveries, particularly to the 
vulnerable in our community. ‘

Oban talks planned for 
reopening businesses

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Andy Spence, BID4Oban chief executive
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West Coast MOTORING
� e Isuzu D-Max XTR 
prototype was revealed at the 
CV Show 2019 and, since its 
launch last year, the distinctive 
XTR has become a successful 
model for Isuzu, forming part 
of its ‘Adventure’ range.   XTR 
was developed for o� -road 
enthusiasts and drivers who 
want a vehicle to complement 
their lifestyle.  Essentially, it’s 
for people who want to stand 
out from the crowd, so this 
year, Isuzu have enhanced it 
even further with the striking 
XTR Colour Edition.

XTR is still the most so-
phisticated and authentically 
capable pick-up in the D-Max 
range but there’s now an extra 
twist with a colour coded body 
kit and green Isuzu badge to 
refresh the look.  � ese new 
changes have ampli� ed XTR’s 
assertive styling but certainly 
don’t detract from its fantastic 
o� -road capabilities.

� e XTR body kit was cus-
tom designed for D-Max and 
is normally coated in a durable 
black Raptor � nish. 

Changing the XTR exterior 
quite dramatically, the paint 
� nish has been upgraded on 
the XTR Colour Edition so 
that the front bumper guard, 
bonnet protector and headlight 
frames are colour-coded with 
the body to give an even more 
premium appearance.  � e fog 
light surrounds and grille have 
remained black to contrast the 

body colour sections and to 
maintain some of that tradi-
tional XTR aggressive styling.  
� e vibrant green Isuzu front 
grille badge is a popular 
accessory on the original XTR 
but comes as standard on the 
Colour Edition.

� e wheel arch extensions 
have also been colour coded 
but the lozenge shaped insert 
still repeats the � ash of vibrant 
green that makes XTR imme-
diately identi� able on the road.  
As with the standard XTR, the 
Colour Edition is equipped 
with exclusive heavy-duty 
17-inch alloy wheels.  � ese 
6-spoke alloys in satin black 
feature a � uted, deep dish 
design and are � tted with 
Pirelli Scorpion All-Terrain 
Plus tyres.    Isuzu are the � rst 
manufacturer to adopt these 
All-Season tyres as standard 
and they are perfectly suited to 
the D-Max XTR because they 
bene� t all types of driving 
conditions.  Quiet during on 
road driving, for day to day 
use, they are also capable on 
a variety of di�  cult o� -road 
surfaces such as rocks, snow, 
mud, grass and sand. 

XTR side steps have an an-
gular bar framework which is 
designed to prevent rocks and 
stones damaging the body-
work.  It has a durable textured 
black � nish which doesn’t 
show marks or scratches and 
provides extra grip to the step 

surface.  � e steps have a loz-
enge shaped in� ll which acts 
as a drain point for mud, sand 
and snow.  Black door mirror 
covers and black door handles 
complement the steps on 
the XTR Colour Edition and 
tinted rear windows provide a 
dark aesthetic.

At the rear, the tailgate 
spoiler has been colour coded 
but you can still see the XTR 
logo from above.  � e rear light 
surrounds are painted and the 
rear bumper also incorporates 
some body colour elements.  
� e step remains as the black 
material � nish and the exhaust 
� nisher inserts are also black 
for contrast.  When travelling 
behind the truck you will 
see more � ashes of vibrant 
green, this time from the rear 
anti-roll bar and rear dampers.

� e XTR Colour Edition’s 
sophisticated styling con-
tinues inside where XTR 
heated front sports seats are 
upholstered in leather, suede 
and carbon � bre leather with 
contrast green overstitching 
on the side bolsters.   Not only 
does this mixture of leather 
and suede create a luxury and 
comfortable feel, but the suede 
provides extra grip which 
works in conjunction with the 
side bolsters to keep the driver 
in position.

An XTR logo is embroidered 
on the back rest of each front 
seat and is repeated on the rear 

centre headrest.
A D-shaped sports steering 

wheel has been moulded for 
comfort and grip.  Trimmed in 
leather and suede with green 
overstitching, the steering 
wheel provides the same 
premium and sporty feel as 
the seats.  What is more, each 
bespoke XTR steering wheel 
is individually � nished with 
green overstitching that is 
sewn on by hand.

� e Isuzu D-Max is re-
nowned for being tough, 
strong and reliable but the 
existing capability is taken 
to the next level on XTR as it 
is equipped with a bespoke 
Pedders suspension and brake 
system making it extremely 
comfortable on the road 
and capable in the extreme 
o� -road. 

Performance front brake 
discs have been designed for 
a consistent brake pedal feel, 
high wear resistance and bet-
ter anti–corrosion protection.  
� ey are also fully vented and 
slotted for improved heat dis-
sipation and braking.  Kevlar 
ceramic front brake pads 
work in combination with the 
discs to give a much improved 
braking performance and 
stopping power.

Not only has the brake 
system been engineered 
speci� cally for XTR but the 
suspension is also a bespoke 
solution from Pedders.  Built 
to endure the harshest con-
ditions, a front suspension 
upper arm and specially 
designed damper units help 
achieve a longer suspension 
articulation, giving impres-

sive o� -road performance.  In 
addition, suspension height 
is set higher than a standard 
D-Max meaning XTR bene� ts 
from a 250mm ground clear-
ance with no compromise on 
vehicle handling and stability.

XTR is available in Splash 
White, Titanium Silver Met, 
Obsidian Grey Mica and 
Cosmic Black Mica.  � is col-
our palette has been chosen to 
work with the vibrant green 
colour coding that is incor-
porated throughout the truck.  
� e Colour Editions will be 
available in all four colours 
but only a limited amount of 
each will be produced. 

Further information on 
price and availability will 
be supplied when dealer 
showrooms re-open a� er 
lockdown.

PUT SOME COLOUR IN YOUR LIFE WITH THE ISUZU 
D-MAX XTR COLOUR EDITION

PRESS 
RELEASE

S&S SERVICES SCOTLANDS NO1 
SUBARU AND 

ISUZU DEALER

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

DEMO SALE 
Contact John Spicer for details
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Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Dingwall and Highland Marts, 
April, 23: sold 1,615 sheep of 
all classes.

Lambs (1,265) averaged 
£58.77 and sold to £95 gross 
for Texel crosses from 5 
Drynoch, Carbost.

Ewes (308) and sold to £120 
gross for a Texel from Wester 
Moy, Urray.

Rams and feeding sheep 
(42) sold to £94 gross for a 
Charollais ram from Wester 
Moy.

Other leading prices per 
head: 

Lambs: TexX – 10/11 Earlish, 
Uig, £91, Culligran, Cupar, £90, 
Lochdhu, Nairn, £83; CharX – 4 
Edinbane, Portree, £90 (trice); 
Su�  – 10/11 Earlish, £89; Su� X 
– Fiddle� eld, Muir of Ord, £87; 
Chev – 5 Drynoch, Carbost, 
£85, Inchbae Farm, Garve, 
£85, Rhifail Farms, Dingwall, 
Buldoo, Houstry, Dunbeath, 
& Dunearn Farm, Nairn, £80; 
BeltX – Lower Geanies, Fearn, 
£80; BF – Braebost Farm, 
Edinbane, £79, Dunearn Farm, 
£72, Torrin Sheep Stock Club, 
£71. 

Ewes: Tex – Druid 
Temple Farm, Inverness, 
£116, Lochdhu, £90; TexX – 
Tigh-Na-Giomannich, Ra� ord, 
£100, Lochdhu, £90, Easter 
Dalziel Farm, Dalcross, £85; 
Su� X – Fiddle� eld, £90; CHM – 
Dunearn, £85; Mule – Davidson 
Croft, Heights of Fodderty, 
£80, Castlecraig, Nigg, £75, 
Culligran, £71; Chev – Carto-

mie, Ardgay, £77, Clune Farm, 
Dores, £71, Inchbae Farm, £70; 
DorsX – Wester Moy, £68; Cross 
– Davidson Croft, £65; 

Rams & feeding sheep: Su�  
– Lochdhu, £88; Tex – Shewglie 
Farmers, Glenurquhart, £88, 
Tomcluich, Cawdor, £84, 
Lochdhu, £80; Chev – Carto-
mie, £87, 1 Skelpick, Bettyhill, 
£80; Bf wdr – Shewglie 
Farmers, £57. 

Caledonian Marts Ltd, April 
23: sold 108 Cattle comprising 
of 61 Bullocks, Heifers & Young 
Bulls, and 47 OTM Cattle.

Prime Heifers sold to 245 
ppkg for a Limousin from W 
Dandie & Sons, Learielaw, 
Broxburn purchased by G Kirk 
& Son, Butcher, Denny and to 
£1508 for a Limousin from D 
Dickinson, Brockwoodlees, 
Canobie purchased by H A 
Black, Butchers, Stirling.

Prime Bullocks sold to 235 
ppkg for a Limousin from W 
Dandie & Sons, Learielaw, 
Broxburn purchased by T 
Johnstone, Butcher, Falkirk and 
to £1539 for a Limousin from 
John Whiteford & Son, Hilltar-
vit Mains, Cupar purchased by 
H A Black, Butcher, Stirling.

Bulls (under 30 months) sold 
to 182 ppkg for a Limousin 
from W Dick & Sons, Mains of 
Throsk, Stirling.

Other Leading Prices: 
Bullocks per kg: 230p Brock-
woodlees & Nethermyres; 
228p Brockwoodlees; 225p 

Nethermyres & Hilltarvit Mains
Heifers per kg: 238p  

Brockwoodlees; 235p 
Westwoodlane, Learielaw 
& Brockwoodlees (Twice); 
232p Learielaw, Nethermyres 
& Mains of Cultmalundie 
(Twice); 230p Nethermyres & 
Brockwoodlees

Bullocks per Head
£1514 Learielaw
£1460 Wallaceton
£1457 Pityot
£1422 Nethermyres
£1412 Wallaceton
£1368 Brockwoodlees
Heifers per Head
£1485 (Twice) Learielaw
£1473 Pityot
£1456 Pityot
£1448, £1433 & £1391 

Brockwoodlees
£1378 & £1369 Mains of 

Cultmalundie
Also forward were 47 OTM 

Cattle.
They averaged 126 ppkg 

selling to 144 ppkg for a 
Limousin from W Dandie & 
Sons, Learielaw, Broxburn and 
to £1120 for a Limousin from A 
& K Farming, Westwoodlane, 
Stirling.

Dairy cows averaged 96 
ppkg selling to 104 ppkg from 
R J Carruth, High Auchensale, 
Kilbarchan and to £760 from J 
Montgomery, Drumglass, Croy.

OTM Males sold to £1300 
for a Limousin from D Findlay, 
Pirnhall, Stirling and to 169p 
for a Limousin from J Collier & 
Son, Dullomuir, Blairadam.

Around the marketsFor more informati on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER THIS 

MONTH 
ONLY

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1595.00 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1450.00 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1450.00 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1795.00 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.
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Scotland’s arable sector has 
enjoyed exceptional planting 
conditions this spring with a 
few showers of rain now need-
ed to kick start growth.

Reports from around the 
country suggest those crops 
sown in a wet autumn in 2019 
have also come through a very 
wet February and are now 
starting to grow away.

With almost all of Scotland’s 
crops in the ground, there is 
considerable uncertainty over 
2020 harvest prospects this 
autumn driven by the impact 
of COVID-19.

NFU Scotland’s Combinable 
Crops chairman Willie 
� omson, who farms at 
Wheatrig near Haddington in 
Scotland’s south east, was due 
to host Cabinet Secretary for 
Rural Economy and Tourism 
Fergus Ewing on his farm this 

week but a positive teleconfer-
ence took place with a com-
mitment from the Mr Ewing to 
keep the dialogue going and to 
visit the farm in person when 
appropriate to do so.

In discussions with the 
Cabinet Secretary, Mr 

� omson mapped out the 
many impacts and foreseen 
consequences that COVID-19 
was having on the sector.

Commenting a� er the 
meeting, Mr � omson said: 
‘Scottish arable farmers are 
committed to play their part 

in keeping the nation fed and 
watered throughout this crisis.

‘We have always shown great 
willingness to adapt and invest 
in our businesses to ensure 
we supply the market with 
what it wants and we cannot 
allow the uncertainty and any 

market disruption generated 
by COVID-19 to undo all that 
good work.

‘With a signi� cant propor-
tion of our barley and wheat 
destined for premium markets 
of distilling and brewing, 
reduced capacity and closures 
in breweries and distilleries 
at this time will have longer-
term impacts on markets and 
planting decisions.

‘When you pair that with un-
certainty over export markets 
then it amounts to potentially 
severe � nancial challenges for 
the sector.

‘Every part of Scottish farm-
ing and the food and drinks 
industry is interlinked, and 
any disruption has implica-
tions elsewhere. Grain that was 
expected to have been used 
in the drinks industry or as 
animal feed by now is building 

up in commercial stores, but 
those will need to be cleared 
and ready to accept grain 
from the 2020 harvest by late 
summer and autumn. If not, 
then the traditional harvest 
bottleneck of spring barley 
and wheat will build and farm 
stores will quickly � ll.  Many 
of those farm stores are also 
needed for cattle housing for 
the winter.

‘Keeping those supply chains 
running all requires haulage 
and we need ample time to 
plan ahead for any changes to 
lockdown so that we can get 
the chain restarted and grain 
moving again with minimal 
disruption.

‘We welcomed the oppor-
tunity to discuss these issues 
with the Cabinet Secretary and 
we will keep him, and his o�  -
cials briefed on these matters.’   

Good spring crops but autumn uncertain

Spring barley being 
direct drilled at Mains of 
Kinnettles near Forfar.



�e Oban Times
Thursday 30 April 2020 FARMING  27

www.caledonian-marts.com

STIRLING AUCTION CENTRE 
Tel:  01786 450922            Fax:  01786 473332

Tuesdays
Weekly sale of prime hoggets, lambs and sale of cast ewes.

Thursdays
Weekly sale of prime cattle, young bulls and OTM Cattle.

Monday 4th May
Fortnightly sale of store cattle, young bulls also Native bred cattle. 

Wednesday 6th May
Sale of Store Hoggets, Breeding Sheep to include Ewes & Hoggets with Lambs at foot.

Monday 18th May
Fortnightly sale of store cattle, young bulls also Native bred cattle. 

Further Details on any of the above sales  
and upto date trends please contact

Alastair Logan 07713 342514
Oliver Shearman 07730 046252

James Scott 07444 836360
Callum Buchanan 07542 917531

View our Market Reports on our website and facebook.

�e Scottish SPCA has 
urged the public 
not to set o� sky 
lanterns over 
concerns over 
wildlife, farm 
animals and pets.

Scotland’s animal 
welfare charity has 
spoken out about the 
dangers of sky lanterns and 
how they can have a devas-
tating impact on animals. In 
recent days, there have been 
calls to set o� sky lanterns in 
a show of support for front 
line workers, including the 
NHS, working through the 
coronavirus pandemic.

�e Scottish SPCA knows of 
examples where farm animals 
have been injured or killed by 
swallowing fragments from 
sky lanterns. 

‘�e lanterns may start �res 
when they land, which can 
endanger wildlife and their 
habitats. Birds can collide and 
get entangled with the lan-
terns, making it impossible to 
�y and killing them.

Scottish SPCA chief super-
intendent Mike Flynn said: 
‘Sky lanterns put pets, wildlife 
and farm animals at risk of 
serious injury or even death.

‘Lanterns may 
seem like a nice 

gesture and many 
people are likely 
unaware of the 
damage they can 
do. 
‘However, lan-

terns pose a serious 
threat to all sorts of 

animals and once they land 
they become litter. Animals 
can be caught up in the debris 
and get trapped. Even if the 
escape, these animals can get 
hurt in the process of doing 
so.

‘Every single person in the 
Scottish SPCA fully supports 
the NHS and recognises the 
incredible e�ort they are 
making just now. We have so 
much respect and admiration 
for them.

‘�ere’s lots of ways people 
can support our phenomenal 
NHS at the moment and we’d 
urge everyone to celebrate 
it in a way which poses less 
risk to animals and the 
environment.’

If anyone is concerned about 
an animal being injured by a 
sky lantern, they should phone 
the Scottish SPCA’s animal 
helpline on 03000 999 999.

SSPCA warns public of 
dangers of sky lanterns

�e Arla on-account prices for 
conventional and organic milk 
will decrease by one eurocent 
for May 2020. 

When applied to the UK 
manufacturing price Arla’s 
this is a 0.9 pence per litre re-
duction for its farmer owners 
bringing conventional milk 
to 29.89 and organic milk to 
38.93 pence per litre, from 
May 1.

Arla Foods amba board 
director, and farmer owner, 
Arthur Fearnall, said: ‘Because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the actions taken by gov-
ernments to limit its spread, 
the dairy market has moved  

into unprecedented territory.  
Despite some short-term 
increase in retail sales, the 
closure of many foodservice 
businesses, alongside the 
spring peak in milk pro-
duction and the uncertain 
global economic outlook, has 
caused signi�cant reductions 
in commodity market prices 
across all categories in the 
space of a few weeks. Due to 
the continuing impact of the 
current situation, the outlook 
remains uncertain.’

Graham Wilkinson, 
Agriculture Director at Arla 
Foods UK adds: ‘�e impacts 
of coronavirus have been felt 

right across the dairy industry, 
not just in the UK but around 
the world. 

‘As a cooperative owned 
by dairy farmers, Arla is not 
immune from these devel-
opments and we are working 
hard to manage the signi�cant 
�uctuations in demand and 
the challenges this brings. 
Following the announcement 
from the government to 
temporarily relax competition 
rules, we welcome the op-
portunity for the industry to 
be able to work more closely 
together at this time to build 
more robust plans to navigate 
through this crisis.’

Coronavirus hits milk prices

Scottish agriculture may 
need to adopt some “radical” 
approaches to maintain pro-
ductivity growth and enhance 
its resilience.

�is is according to a new 
report by Scotland’s Rural 
College (SRUC), with the 
COVID-19 pandemic exacer-
bating the signi�cant external 
pressures the industry is facing 
in the build-up to Brexit.

Re�ecting the amount of 
resource used within the 
industry, productivity growth 
is a key pillar of resilience and 
it must be achieved alongside 
wider Scottish Government 
goals such as meeting 
Greenhouse Gas emission 
targets. 

Commissioned by the 
Scottish Government, 
Boosting Productivity Growth 
in Scottish Agriculture 
identi�es a broad range of 
interventions that could be 
explored to support growth 
in productivity for Scottish 
agriculture, which between 
2000 and 2015 experienced an 
annual average growth rate of 
1.5 per cent. �is was above the 
UK average of one per cent, but 
behind the likes of France (2.4 
per cent) and Denmark (2 per 
cent). 

�e interventions proposed 
in the report range from 
“radical” approaches around 
rethinking the purpose and 
targeting of support funding, 
to creating a learner fund 
for each farmer to identify 
their own training needs, and 
upscaling the current monitor 
and demonstration farm 
network.  

Greater integration and 
support for commercial en-

gagement between policy and 
industry is another approach 
considered. 

Project lead Andrew Barnes, 
a professor of rural resource 
economics, said: ‘I have 
been studying Scottish rural 
productivity for more than 20 
years and never have I seen 
such pressure from the poten-
tial shocks that the current ex-
ternal factors may have on the 
structure and sustainability of 
the industry. 

‘�is report sets out some 
blue sky thinking towards 
what could work in Scotland 
and, while some a quite 
radical, I would argue now is 
the time to follow through on 
how we support this and the 
next farming generation going 
forward.

‘At one point, a number 
of things once considered 
radical are now very much 
mainstream, including using 
renewables, the smoking ban 

and electronic sheep tagging. 
Today’s radical is tomorrow’s 
norm.’

Supported by SEFARI, the 
work was funded through 
the Scottish Government’s 
2016-2021 Strategic Research 
Programme – Underpinning 
Policy Advice.

�e report can be found 
at www.ruralbrexit.scot/
resource/boosting-productiv-
ity-growth-in-scottish-agri-
culture-report-for-the-scot-
tish-government/

Last year, a report by 
BIGGAR Economics showed 
how Scotland’s economy 
could bene�t from an addition 
£4.5 billion GVA per year if 
Scotland were to put in place 
systems to match countries 
such as New Zealand, the 
Netherlands and Norway, with 
the establishment of SRUC 
as an enterprise university 
for the rural sector as a core 
component.

New approach needed 
to boost productivity

Rethinking the purpose of 
support funding is among 
the  report’s suggestions.
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RECRUITMENT PUBLIC NOTICES
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials 
to the public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of 
the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In 
the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheri�  Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for 
any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made 
where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be noti� ed to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circum-
stances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full 
refund of any price paid to the Publisher 
for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publica-
tion of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication 
in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily 
basis from the due date until the bill 
is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as 
an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the 
right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for 
the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered 
as a newspaper at the Post O�  ce. 
http://termsandconditions.wyvexme-
dia.co.uk

Argyll and Bute 
Council

Councillor Sir Jamie 
McGrigor (E.W. 4 Oban 

South and the Isles)
Councillor Sir McGrigor will 
be holding a telephone surgery 
on Friday 1st May 2020 from 
10.00am - 1.00pm on the 
number 07824 125031.
He can be contacted  
by email at any time –  
Jamie.McGrigor@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
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Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/00635/LIB Internal and external 

alterations, repairs and 
renovations to existing 
building

Calgary Castle Calgary 
Isle Of Mull  
Argyll And Bute  
PA75 6QU

20/00096/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land East Of Failte 
Benderloch Oban  
Argyll And Bute

20/00591/PP Erection of 2 dwellinghouses, 
installation of septic tanks 
and formation of access

Land North East Of 
Upper Achachenna 
Kilchrenan Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute

20/00570/LIB Internal alterations, 
installation of 2 rooflights 
to North East elevation, 
installation of MS pedestrian 
guardrails to windows 
(retrospective) and 
replacement roof covering 
(part retrospective)

Bruichladdich Distillery 
(Warehouse 1) 
Bruichladdich  
Isle Of Islay  
Argyll And Bute  
PA49 7UN

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils 
website. Customers are requested to use electronic communication 
where possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our ability to 
process postal mail is restricted. 
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for 
free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even 
easier to fi nd your 

next job in the perfect 
location.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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PUBLIC NOTICES TRADE CLASSIFIEDS

PERSONAL NOTICE

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

REMOVAL & STORAGE

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of 
all confidential 

material from your 
home or office.

Collection service 
available.

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES

Reference Number

20/01590/FUL

20/01502/FUL

20/01354/FUL

20/01589/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk. 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Change of use from Guest House to Hotel

Marine Shellfish Farm - New site consisting 
of 2 single head-rope 0.5m x 220m longlines 
for the cultivation of mussels

Creation of a temporary site compound with 
staff accommodation

Alterations and conversion to form 4 No. 
holiday letting units

Lochiel Villa
Achintore Road, Fort William

Land 2540M NE of The Mains
Drimnin

Land 385M SE Of Canna House
Isle of Canna

Antler Bar
Nevis Road, Kinlochleven

Are you continuing to o� er services throughout this di�  cult time?
LET YOUR CUSTOMERS KNOW. 

Call Nicky on 01631 568000 to see how we could help your business.

THANK YOU
Ruby Campbell. I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
came to White Cairn and the hospital to visit Ruby during her illness. Each 
one of you were special to her and gave us great comfort at a particularly 

di�  cult time. Your gi� s, � owers, cards, love and kindness meant so 
much to us since Ruby’s passing. I would like to thank each and 

every one of you for your lovely cards and letters. I will never ever 
be able to thank you enough for your kindness.

Sincerely, Alasdair.

one of you were special to her and gave us great comfort at a particularly 
di�  cult time. Your gi� s, � owers, cards, love and kindness meant so 

much to us since Ruby’s passing. I would like to thank each and 
every one of you for your lovely cards and letters. I will never ever 

be able to thank you enough for your kindness.

one of you were special to her and gave us great comfort at a particularly 
di�  cult time. Your gi� s, � owers, cards, love and kindness meant so 

much to us since Ruby’s passing. I would like to thank each and 
every one of you for your lovely cards and letters. I will never ever 

be able to thank you enough for your kindness.
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Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

FUNERAL DIRECTORSMEMORIALS

DEATHS
CLARK - Suddenly but peace-
fully at home, Steven Arthur, 
age 43 years. Much loved son 
of Arthur and Wilma and 
brother of Shona. Steven will 
leave a huge gap in the lives 
of our family and his many 
friends. A celebration of his 
life will be held at a later date.
COKE - Andrew. Beloved 
husband to Jean, devoted 
father to Catriona and Gillian, 
father-in-law to Lorne and 
Terry, papa to Morvern and 
Rory, died peacefully on April 
20, 2020 in Belford Hospital 
a� er a brief illness. Funeral 
was held on April 23 in private 
due to current Government 
restrictions. � anks to all 
who paid their respects as the 
cortege passed through the 
village, this was very much 
appreciated by the family. A 
memorial service may be held 
at a later date.
GARABET - Suddenly at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban on 
Saturday April 25, 2020, in his 
82nd year, Dr Ghazi George 
Garabet, former Consultant 
Geriatrician at Dalintart 
Hospital and Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban. He leaves 
behind his grieving wife of 
almost 50 years, Marilyn and 
their loving son Paul. A private 
funeral will take place in line 
with the current guidelines. A 
requiem mass will be celebrat-
ed as soon as circumstances 
allow, to which all colleagues, 
friends and neighbours will be 
invited.
MACRAE - Peacefully on 
Friday, April 24, 2020, in the 
loving care of the devoted sta�  
of Memory Lane, Highview 
House,  Inverness, Marion 
Anne MacRae in her 93rd year.

Formerly of Spean Bridge and 
Knoydart. Beloved wife of the 
late George. Adored mother, 
mother-in-law, granny and 
great-granny, much loved sister, 
sister-in-law, auntie, great-aunt-
ie and a friend to many. Sorely 
missed and forever loved by 
her family.  Due to current 
restrictions, funeral private. 
Arrangements by Manson and 
MacBeath, Fort William.
MACDIARMID - Donald 
Macdiarmid, aged 69 years, 
passed away peacefully on 
April 18, 2020 at his home in 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada 
a� er a short illness. Formerly of 
66 Newvalley, Isle of Lewis and 
Glasgow, beloved son of the late 
Peigi and Calum Macdiarmid 
(Lewis and Mull), devoted part-
ner of Laura, doting father of 
Aileen, father-in-law of Nolan, 
brother of Anne,  brother-in-
law of Euan, uncle, cousin and 
great friend. Sadly missed.
MCNEILL - Mollie McNeill, 
Torr-Na-Faire, Lochaline, 
passed away on April 16, 2020, 
aged 84, a� er a long illness. 
Wife of the late Ian McNeill and 
much loved mum, gran, auntie 
and friend. � e funeral was 
held in private at Kiel Cemetery, 
Lochaline.
NEAL - On Saturday, April 
18, 2020, in her 73rd year, 
Gwyneth, beloved wife of the 
late Tony Neal, much loved 
mum of Dave and Robert and 
loving grandmother to Kieran 
and Olivia. A celebration of 
Gwyneth’s life will be held as 
soon as it is safe to do so.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACCOLL - Mary and the 
family of the late Allan would 
like to thank sincerely, all rel-
atives, friends and neighbours 
for the beautiful � owers, cards, 

letters, messages, phone calls 
and home baking received 
at this sad time. We are so 
grateful for the kind o� ers of 
help which have been much 
appreciated and for those who 
could not attend the funeral 
due to current restrictions but 
were thinking about us at the 
time. Our thanks go to the 
doctors and sta�  at Glen Mor 
Medical Practice for their care 
and attention over many years 
and also to Julie Corner Cardiac 
Nurse Practitioner. We thank 
John and sta�  at McLellan 
Funeral Directors for their 
kindly, e�  cient handling of the 
arrangements. Heartfelt thanks 
are due to the Rev. R. MacLeod, 
Glasgow for the beautiful ser-
vice of worship in Glen Nevis 
and to all dear friends who were 
upholding us in prayer. “When 
my heart is overwhelmed, lead 
me to the rock that is higher 
than I.” - Psalm 61: 2
MACMILLAN - Margaret 
would like to express sincere 
thanks to relatives, friends and 
neighbours, for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy by way 
of cards, � owers and telephone 
calls. Grateful thanks to Ian 
MacInnes at D & A Munn 

for his sensitive and caring 
funeral arrangements. To Rev. 
D. Cameron for his comforting 
service at the graveside. 

MEMORIAMS
BLACK - Precious memories 
of my dear husband Donnie, 
who passed away on April 26, 
2016. Loving dad of Carol and 
Andrew, dear grandfather and 
great-grandfather. We think 
about you every day.
- Inserted by his loving wife 
Jean.
DRUMMOND - In loving 
memory of Ian, passed away 
May 2, 2013, dear husband of 
Joan. Forever in my heart.
DRUMMOND - In loving 
memory of Frankie, passed 
away May 4, 2019.
As we loved you, so we miss 
you
In our memory you are near
Bringing many a silent tear
Loved, remembered, longed 
for always.
- Anne-Marie and family at 
home and away.
KERR - Precious memories 
of our darling son, brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle 
Jamie, who died April 30, 2015, 

age 25.
Lots of love Mum, Dad, 
John, Danielle, Jack, Olivia, 
Amanda, David, Jordan and 
Ashleigh xxx
Our lives will never be the 
same again. 
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of Archie, died April 11, 1998.
 Always in our thoughts. 
- Families Inveraray and 
Canada.
MACKECHNIE - Treasured 
memories of our dear par-
ents, John Angus, who died 
April 29, 1972 and Catherine 
McCallum, who died March 
6, 1953.
Time may pass and fade away
But silent thoughts and mem-
ories stay.
- Inserted by their loving 
family.
McGILLIVRAY - Treasured 
memories of a dear husband, 
Don, who died May 3, 2016.
� e rolling stream of life rolls 
on
But still the empty chair
Recalls the love, the voice, the 
smile
Of the one who once sat there.
- Sheena and family, Fort 
William.

TAYLOR - Remembering 
always with love my darling 
husband William, who passed 
away May 5, 1992.
In my heart your memory 
lingers
Sweetly tender, fond and true
� ere is not a day that passes 
� at I do not think of you.
Love you forever.
- Violet.
TAYLOR - Cherished mem-
ories of a loving dad and 
grandpa, William, who passed 
away on May 5, 1992.
Dad had a nature you could 
not help loving
And a heart purer than gold
And to those you knew and 
loved him
His memory will never grow 
old.
- Tony, Shaun, Steven and 
families.
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

————— D & A MUNN Ltd —————
Breadalbane Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 5NZ

Tel: 01631 562562   Email: ian@munns-oban.co.uk

Oban’s Longest Established 
Independent Funeral Directors

Professional, Respectful 
and Experienced Staff

Private Chapel of Rest

8-Seat Mercedes Limousine Hire

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Owned and Run by Ian MacInnes & Son
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE

FROM
£1695.00

Simple Burial
or Cremation

Service

D&A Munn advert  22/11/2019  11:35  Page 1

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
In Matthew Chapter 6 we read 
that Jesus said: ‘Look at the 
birds of the air…consider the 
lilies of the � eld…’ and he said 
that in the context of God s̀ 
care for all creation, of which, 
of course, we are a part. In 
recent years the healing power 
of nature has been recognised, 
and that message is needed 
more than ever in these present 
anxious days.

In the early 1980’s I spent 
a while in hospital, a simple 
cartilage operation on my knee, 
which today would probably 
be dealt with in a day using 
keyhole surgery - back then en-
tailed 10 days total bed rest! � e 
window of my ward looked out 
on a brick wall. � e only natu-
ral thing I saw in those dreary 
January days was a snowfall 
and I watched entranced as the 
� akes fell. � e thing that really 
helped me as a nature lover was 
a picture on the wall, a print 
of one of Peter Scott’s wildlife 
paintings, and I would gaze 
at it, imagining myself there, 
feeling the wind on my face and 
hearing the honking of geese.

� at experience gives me 
some kind of empathy for 
people all over the world right 
now who live in small � ats in 
big towns. Like many (but by no 
means all) Oban Times’ readers 
I have nature on my doorstep, 
and can get out each day to walk 
along a deserted beach, or onto 
the hillside.

Spring is suddenly here and 
migratory birds have arrived. 
Someone heard a corncrake the 
other day, the � rst swallows are 
here, and a few days ago I sat by 
some bushes trying to identify a 
small bird � itting about which, 
of course, as soon as I got it in 

focus through the binoculars, 
� ew o�  elsewhere. I think it was 
a chi�  cha� , but identi� cation 
wasn’t really important, what 
struck me most about these 
birds was the long journey they 
had made across land and sea to 
get here, with so many dangers 
along the way.

Walking along the beach 
below my house the thri�  is in 
bud and some � owers newly 
opened. It grows on the rocks 
which are o� en covered by 
the sea at high tide and which 
received such a battering this 
past winter with so many big 
storms. And yet, bruised and 
battered, it is still hanging on 
and producing � owers. � ere 
are positive messages for us all 
around in the natural world.

Well, this is all very well for 
the likes of me living on Iona, 
and it certainly makes me count 
my blessings. But even in a built 
up area, on a brief exercise out-
ing there will be something of 
nature to marvel at; cheeky dan-
delions growing through cracks 
in the pavements and walls, 
starlings (o� en overlooked or 
seen as a nuisance) with their 
comical walk, valiant attempts 
to imitate sounds, including the 
dawn chorus of a song thrush 
(not very successfully) and their 
beautiful iridescent feathers. 
Sunrise and sunset, the waxing 
and waning of the moon...

In a world where nothing is 
certain, we can look to nature 
and feel a sense of stability, 
predictability, and survival, 
and perhaps this may help us 
to, as Peter, one of Jesus’s closest 
friends urges, ‘Cast all your 
anxiety on him (God) because 
he cares for you.’ 1 Peter 5: 7.

Rev Joyce Watson, Iona

Benderloch village has been 
blessed by some spiritual 
springtime brightness thanks 
to the local church.

St Modan’s congregation 
erected a 12-foot plus wooden 
cross a few days before Easter 
Sunday which they covered 
with da� odils from the con-
gregations gardens

Since then members of the 
congregation have been stop-
ping o�  on their daily walks 
to replenish the wilted � owers 
with bright fresh ones which 
can now be found in a bucket 
at the base of the cross.

Church member Janette 
MacDonald said: ‘� e re-
sponse from the community 
has been amazing and it is a 
nice talking point at the crazy 
time we are all going through.’

Since the start of lockdown 
began Willem Bezuidenhout, 
minister for Connel, 
Ardchattan and Coll has been 
delivering a joint service with 
his brother Louis’ congrega-
tions in Luss and Arrochar 
which is being streamed live 
on YouTube

‘Our congregation are also 

still able to hold the bible study 
class online and everyone is in 
touch to help those that need 
help,’ added Janette.

‘My daughters Omaidh and 
Annie Gill are two of the 
youngest in the congregation 
but they really miss going 
every Sunday as it is not a place 
of doom and gloom but one of 
smiles and laughter. � ey also 
enjoy juice and biscuits in 
the Campbell memorial hall 
behind the church a� erwards.

‘� e children play a big part 
in our church as they are the 
members of the future.’

More information about 
church services can be found 
on the Ardchattan Church 
website at www.ardchattan-
church.org.uk

Springtime colour is a 
blessing to Benderloch

Seven-year-old Omaidh Gill 
is helping the Ardchattan 
congregation keep the 
da� odil cross looking 
beautiful.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Congregation ensure cross is kept bright and beautiful
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Former Oban High School 
pupils are being asked to 
rummage through their pho-
tograph collections for any old 
sporting images taken during 
their secondary school days.

Having come across a col-
lection of photographs at the 
old school, Principal Teacher 
of Physical Education Murray 
Hamilton is keen to display 
them along current ones, as 
well as establishing a Sporting 
Hall of Fame gallery in the new 
building.

‘I would like to re-introduce 
the tradition of taking photo-
graphs of winning teams and 
individuals and display past 
and present side by side,’ he 
told � e Oban Times.

‘I am hoping the community 
will help provide photographs 
or identify players from exist-
ing photographs.’

A former pupil of Oban 
High School, Mr Hamilton 
considers himself fortunate to 
be back teaching at his former 
school and has worked hard, 
along with a dedicated team, 
to bring back the idea of school 
sport and to make sure stu-
dents in Oban have the chance 
to represent their school and 
compete in competitions.

‘� ere is no doubt the nation-
al picture has changed since 
I was in school. Youth sport 
now has so many great clubs 
running sports teams which 
compete across the country,’ 
he added.

‘I really feel we should be 
proud of these past teams 

Teacher’s community call 
for school sports photos

Clockwise from top left: an  
Oban High School rugby 
team from the 1980s, a 
basketball team in the 
1960s, the rugby team of 
1965/1966 and a football 
team from the 1960s.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

though as well as forming 
new ones and celebrating their 
successes.

‘� ings have improved with 
the hard work of sta�  and club 
partnerships, along with the 
work of Active Schools across 
Argyll. Students can now try 
just about any sport for free at 
a� er school clubs, then follow 

that on at a local sports club. 
We have three fantastic sport-
ing ‘Schools of ’ programmes 
which really helps students 
reach their full potential.’

Mr Hamilton also believes 
that while location can be a 
barrier to his students com-
peting at a regular and high 
level, it is not one that will stop 

them. He continued: ‘We have a 
huge amount of talented pupils 
in a number of sports. 

‘Just look at recent success 
stories of Robert MacIntyre, 
Magnus Bradbury, Abi Evans 
and John McPhee, to name a 
few. 

‘I would like to show o�  our 
sporting heritage more within 

the school and within the 
community and the best way to 
do this is to get the community 
involved.

‘We have a display board 
in the physical education 
department with some of the 
old strips and photographs but 
I would love to have a better 
representation of all the sports 

teams and players who have set 
a high standard for our current 
students to aspire to.’

Mr Hamilton is also looking 
at compiling a Sporting Hall of 
Fame or record of all interna-
tional sports stars that attended 
Oban High School.

‘I really want our students 
to be aware you can achieve 
success at any level of any sport 
regardless of where you come 
from,’ he said.

‘� is year, before we closed, 
we had competitive teams in 
football, shinty, rugby, bad-
minton, netball and basketball. 

‘We hope we will have more 
sports represented in the future 
and want to start documenting 
these school successes just like 
Oban High School has done in 
the past.’

Anyone who has photo-
graphs or records of sporting 
success at Oban High School 
can contact Mr Hamilton by 
email at murray.hamilton@
argyll-bute.gov.uk or by phone 
01631 564231.
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Two Faroese companies 
and a state organisation in 
the self-governing Danish 
territory which have o� ered 
assistance to carry out testing 
for coronavirus cases in the 
Western Isles and further a� eld 
in the Highlands if needed, are 
still awaiting a reply from the 
Scottish Government, accord-
ing to Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
SNP MP Angus MacNeil.

� e Faroe Islands’ coronavi-
rus outbreak began on March 
3 and two months later it ap-
pears to have been halted, with 
only 187 cases in a population 
of just over 52,000 and no 
recorded deaths.

Veterinary scientist Debes 
Christiansen, the head of 
department at the National 
Reference Laboratory for Fish 
and Animal Diseases in the 
islands’ capital Tórshavn, has 
been praised for warning his 
government in January of the 
danger of the disease spreading 

Faroe Islands offers virus 
testing to aid Western Isles

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

 from China. His laboratory, 
mainly set up to test salmon 
for viral infection, was adapted 
for coronavirus testing and he 
bought the extra ingredients 
required to test humans.

By Tuesday, the Western Isles 
had only recorded six positive 
cases of COVID-19.

Mr MacNeil, who is chairman 

of the All Party Parliamentary 
Group for the Faroe Islands at 
Westminster, told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘It has been obvious for 
a while that testing is required. 

‘Testing at the point of ad-
mission to hospital is not what 
successful countries have been 
doing to stop the spread of this 
virus.

‘We already have a professor 
of Global Public Health at 
Edinburgh University backing 
Hebridean testing.  

‘We now have this o� er from 
the Faroe Islands to do the 
testing.

‘I think it is now up to NHS 
Western Isles to take a step for-
ward and not just take orders 
from Edinburgh, but to decide 
what we need in the islands 
and what is good for us.

‘It was interesting to hear 
the First Minister say (last 
� ursday) that they decided 
to close down and stop testing 
when the infection rate was at 
three times – that wasn’t the 
case in the islands then and it 
probably isn’t the case in the is-
lands now, so therefore the case 
for testing is unanswerable and 
it should get under way.

‘� e fact the Faroese are of-
fering some of their capacity to 
help us should be grabbed with 
both hands by the Scottish 
Government and NHS Western 
Isles should be lobbying the 
government to make sure that 
happens.

‘� ey have o� ered to help 
Named in honour of Scotland’s First Minister, cross-Cheviot ewe Nicola, with her new 
triplets, was this week sporting a special rainbow tribute in solidarity with NHS workers. 
For the full story, turn to page � ve. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Be-ewe-tiful rainbow tribute to NHS

‘It has been obvious 
for a while that testing 
is required...’

Continued on page four
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Morar-based writer Tom 
Keenan takes up the story of 
his research into the strange 
tale of the Grey Dog of Meoble 
in part two of our new series.

My � rst reference point for a 
local spectral Grey Dog is to be 
found in the Arisaig Hotel on 
the wall just before the stairs, 
where a framed poem may be 
found by Roy Ferguson, � e 
Grey Dog of Rhu Arisaig.

� is is an well-cra� ed poem, 
which gives an insight into this 
hound.

It says:
‘When the islands fade in the 

dark grip of night, look about 
you. Watch and listen. On the 
road just above the ruined cro�  
a shadow � its past – you may 
hear the whimper of loneliness. 

� e grey dog is running. He   
searches alone. He scents for 
the peat reek. He whines for the 
rough hand on his coat and the 
voice that commands. He will 
crouch in the dark heather, sni�  
and prick his ears. 

His patience is long. Did he 
not run the � ock on the hill in 
panting-hot summer - or with 
the bitter storm o�  the winter 
sea and hail in his eyes? He will 
run on. On till moonrise. On till 
the rocky headlands stand like 
black strongholds and the bays 
hold silver mirrors to the shore.

Chilling legend of the Grey 
Dog of Meoble continues

In the second part of our series, Morar-based writer Tom Keenan explores 
the legend of the mysterious and frightening Grey Dog of Meoble that is 
said to haunt the hills and glens of Lochaber

Night will pass and moonset, 
– and at dawn he will herd his 
� ock in the high hills where 
mists dew the rowan and 
waterfalls speak so� ly to one 
another. Unseen, he crouches 
awaiting the high sharp whistle, 
the far voice and the brittle 
outline of dusk. 

Along the shore road the grey 
dog is running to his vigil.’

� is is a poignant descrip-
tion of something tragic: 
running to his vigil … being 
ever awake … watching his 
� ock … searching, lonely, 
looking for his master, waiting 
for his whistle, his rough hand 
on his coat.

� ere is a note that accompa-
nies the poem, which says that 
it so happened that at the time 
of the Highland Clearances at 
Rhu Arisaig one of the fam-
ilies that were evacuated by 
boat accidentally le�  behind a 
favourite collie.

A� erwards, it was o� en said 
locally that, at dusk on certain 
evenings, the ‘grey ghost’ 

searches the shore. Another 
‘collie’ story comes from Dane 
Love, who gives a version of 
a Grey Dog story which she 
said was passed down through 
the years at Arisaig, where a 
cro� er’s wife le�  her child in a 
cot at the door of their cottage 
as she went to draw water 

from the well. � eir collie dog 
lay by the side of the cot, but 
when the woman returned she 
was horri� ed to � nd the child 
dead, its body chewed and 
ripped to pieces. � e collie 
was covered in blood, some of 
which was dripping from its 
mouth.

� e wife screamed to her 
husband, who, in a rage, killed 
the dog by beating it to death 
with a stick. A� er making 
sure it was dead, he found the 
corpse of a wolf at the end of 
the cro�  house and realised 
the wolf attacked the child but 
that the dog, too late, forced it 
away and managed to kill it. 

Filled with remorse the 
cro� er had his dog buried 
decently.

I’m slightly confused about 
these accounts, which refer to 
a grey dog but then talk about 
a collie. As we know collies are 
normally black and white or 
tricolour, and only occasion-
ally grey, a meryll.

So, I am not sure whether 
these are separate stories in 
themselves or con� ated with 
the Grey Dog of Meoble story.

Looking more intently at � e 
Grey Dog of Meoble, there 
are also di� ering versions of 
the story. Loch Morar is, of 
course, as described by Dash, a 
phenomenally beautiful place 
tucked away in the heart of the 

Rough Bounds of the Scottish 
Highlands.

In his writing on the subject, 
it put him in mind of a legend 
from there which combines, 
in an interesting way, two 
distinct storytelling motifs: 
those of the ‘loyal pet’ and the 
‘harbinger of death’.

Dash describes the Grey Dog 
of Meoble as a gigantic, shag-
gy-haired, Scottish deerhound 
whose preternatural appear-
ances are said to presage death 
to members of the Macdonald 
clan in the south Morar dis-
tricts where the tradition � rst 
� ourished.

Tales of the spectral animal’s 
appearances certainly date to 
the � rst half of the nineteenth 
century. He talked of Caraid 
nan Gaidheal, a renowned 
Highland piper who died 
in 1867, who had heard the 
legend.

Next week, in part three, 
Tom will examine a Canadian 
connection to the legend of the 
Grey Dog, and bring the story 
up to more modern times.

Tom Keenan’s 
new book The 
Son is the third 
book in the crime 
thriller series 
based around 
psychosleuth 
Dr Sean Rooney 
and set in the 
north-west coast 
of Scotland. The 
Son is due to 
be published 
on July 2, and 
is published 
by McNidder & 
Grace, priced 
£8.99.

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

In view of the current Covid-19 situation we are not currently 
carrying out any property inspections. We will only resume when 

we are sure it is safer for both our staff and our clients. 
However, we have staff working remotely who are able to 

answer and advise on any property related questions or issues 
that may be of concern. Please do not hesitate to contact us 

should you require such assistance.

In the meantime please stay safe.

Your Local 
Hermes Carrier
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Recorded crime in the 
Highlands has fallen since 
measures to support physical 
distancing came into e� ect, 
early indications suggest, 
writes Fiona Scott.

Figures released earlier this 
week show that Police Scotland 
issued just 1,637 � xed penalty 
notices and made 78 arrests 
across the whole of Scotland 
between Friday March 27, and 
7am on � ursday April 23. 
Ninety of these penalty notices 
were issued in the Highlands 
and Islands, with four arrests 
made.

As Police Scotland’s response 
to the coronavirus pandemic 
continues to help save lives, 
Highlands and Islands 
Divisional Commander 
Chief Superintendent George 
Macdonald has thanked the 
vast majority of the public for 
their ongoing support and 
cooperation.

He said: ‘It has been one 
month since the Scottish 
Government’s coronavirus 
emergency powers were intro-
duced, and I would like to ex-
press my sincere thanks to the 
vast majority of people living 
in the Highlands and Islands 
for your support during this 
extraordinary time.

‘� e public’s response has 
been extremely positive and 
only on very rare occasions 
have o�  cers had to issue 
warnings or take enforcement 
action where individuals have 
� outed regulations and failed 
to comply repeatedly with 
police direction.’

Chief Superintendent 
Macdonald asked everyone to 
collectively ‘continue to play 
their part’.

‘In line with the rest of the 
country, our patrols will con-
tinue at key locations including 
beaches, dog walking areas, 

parks and other green spaces,’ 
he added. ‘If you are out and 
about, O�  cers may engage 
with you, please explain your 
individual circumstances to 
them and if appropriate listen 
to their advice and encourage-
ment to stay at home.’

Convener of � e Highland 
Council, Councillor Bill 
Lobban echoed these senti-
ments, adding: ‘We are very 
fortunate in the Highlands 
to have wide open spaces and 
natural beauty, and while 
it is important to get time 
outdoors, we must ensure we 
follow the physical distancing 
guidelines and do not put any 
additional pressure on the 
NHS at this time.’

To read more about the 
national statistics, visit www.
scotland.police.uk/whats-hap-
p e n i n g /ne w s /2 0 2 0/apr i l /
continued-public-support-
needed-to-save-lives

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP 
Ian Blackford has urged the 
UK government to introduce a 
guaranteed minimum income 
for everyone in order to limit 
the fallout from the COVID-19 
crisis.

Speaking from his home 
on the Isle of Skye, the SNP’s 
Westminster leader used the 
� rst ever virtual session of 
Prime Minister’s Questions to 
challenge the Government over 
its refusal to consider a ‘recov-
ery universal basic income’.

One of more than 100 MPs 
who is calling on the UK 
government to make regular 
payments to all adults in the 

country,   Mr Blackford high-
lighted the desperate need for 
� nancial support for millions 
of people throughout the UK. 
He said it was the only way to 
stave o�  a deeper economic 
crisis a� er the coronavirus 
lockdown ends.

‘A Universal Basic Income 
will put cash in people’s 
pockets and will help ensure a 
strong economic recovery and 
fairer society,’ he added.

‘� e UK government must 
consider this option which 
would stave o�  a deeper eco-
nomic crisis a� er the lockdown 
ends. � e UK government can 
and must do more.’

Earlier in the week, Mr 
Blackford highlighted short-
falls in the UK government’s 
Job Retention Scheme and said 
the Chancellor’s unwillingness 
to amend the scheme would 
‘leave thousands behind’.

He added that while he wel-
comed the move to extend the 
scheme to those employed by 
March 19, the reality of a � ex-
ible and fast-moving business 
environment meant many em-
ployers would not have noti� ed 
HMRC by March 19.

He said: ‘� e problem is an 
administrative issue, which if 
� xed, will provide a lifeline to 
many workers.’

Sporting businesses in 
Scotland have been assured 
that COVID-19 � nancial 
support will be made available 
in the near future following a 
concerted lobbying campaign 
by � eld sports organisations.

During a teleconference with 
the British Association for 
Shooting and Conservation 
(BASC) and the Scottish 
Country Sports Tourism 
Group (SCSTG) last week, 
the Cabinet Secretary for the 
Rural Economy and Tourism 

Fergus Ewing MSP made clear 
that sporting businesses had 
been ‘inadvertently excluded’ 
from much-needed support to 
contend with the pandemic.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron is one of 
many who will welcome the 
news a� er supporting calls for 
sporting businesses to receive 
government assistance during 
the coronavirus outbreak.

Mr Cameron gave strong 
backing to a motion submit-
ted to Holyrood by fellow 

Conservative MSP Murdo 
Fraser which emphasised the 
importance of the industry.

Mr Cameron said: ‘No one 
can doubt the contribution 
gamekeepers, ghillies and 
estate sta�  make to rural com-
munities across the Highlands 
and Islands. Like other sectors, 
country sport businesses and 
the people who rely on them 
for employment, are facing 
unprecedented challenges that 
threaten their jobs and way of 
life.’

Universal basic income ‘essential to recovery’

Ewing reassures � eld sport businesses

Police thank public for their 
support during lockdown

Somewhere between £42mil-
lion and £108million would be 
the price tag for either a bridge 
or tunnel across the Corran 
Narrows to replace the long-es-
tablished ferry service.

So states the high level fea-
sibility study which has now 
concluded that a bridge or 
tunnel is a viable proposition 
from an engineering, planning 
and economic perspective that 
deserves more detailed exami-
nation and costing.

� e study is jointly funded by 
HITRANS, the regional trans-
port partnership, � e Highland 
Council and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise.

Members of the board of 
HITRANS, meeting via video 
conference on Friday, were 
told there are no ‘showstop-
per’ issues preventing the 
construction of a � xed link. 
Signi� cantly, the costs of a 
� xed link are not out of step 
with a continued ferry service, 
particularly when set against 
the range of bene� ts of a � xed 
link. In the study conducted by 

transport consultants, 
Stantec, a total of 
72 scenarios were 
examined. � ree 
options for a � xed 
link remain on the 
table – the tunnel; 
a bridge along the 
existing ferry route and 
a bridge to be constructed 
south of the ferry.

Estimated construction 
costs range from between 
£42m-£50m for the lowest 
cost bridge option through to 
£66m-£108million for a tunnel.

� ese estimates are beyond 
the resources of � e Highland 
Council, which runs the ferry 
service – which has the second 
highest volume of vehicles 
carried by a ferry service in 
Scotland – and so Transport 
Scotland is to be asked to sup-
port the funding of the project.

In moving the project for-
ward, further work will be un-
dertaken, including assessing 
the wider economic bene� ts 
of a � xed link plus a series of 
public engagement sessions.

� e Highland Council is 
progressing an outline busi-
ness case which is focused 

on the immediate 
transport problems 

associated with 
the ferry service 
to ensure short 
to medium-term 

sustainability.
Councillor Allan 

Henderson, chairman 
of HITRANS and vice-con-

vener of the council, said the 
current ferry service, operated 
with an ageing vessel and 
limited crew, is no longer sus-
tainable as demand increases.

‘I am very pleased the feasibil-
ity study has demonstrated the 
viability of a � xed link, which 
will be a huge bene� t to local 
residents,’ said Mr Henderson.

‘Residents can be assured we 
will press home our strong case 
for investment.’

Councillor Andrew Baxter, 
said the council now had to 
make a decision on a replace-
ment ferry in the next few 
months: ‘We need joined up 
thinking from the council. � at 
means making sure the cross-
ing is on the national agenda as 
well. We now need widespread, 
and detailed engagement with 
local communities.’

Fixed link at 
Corran Narrow 
is viable option

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

We have launched a helpline to 
help steer companies through the 
Coronavirus lockdown period.

We want to assist those businesses 
that, through no fault of their own, 
� nd themselves confronting various 
pressing business problems as a direct 
result of the government restrictions to 
quell the spread of COVID-19.

There are various options available to 
businesses and if you need a sounding 
board or to speak to a � nancial expert 
about your options, we are here to 
listen and o� er free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

168 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000
4 High Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478

{                    }Wylie & Bisset giving free business advice to steer 
Scottish businesses through Coronavirus lockdown

Call now on 
0141 566 7096
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ALVANCE British Aluminium 
has con� rmed plans to fur-
lough between 30 and 40 of its 
workers at the Lochaber smelt-
er in Fort William in response 
to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In a statement issued to the 
Lochaber Times yesterday 
(Wednesday), the company 
said it is closely monitoring the 
impact of the outbreak and has 
been adjusting operations to 
address the challenges posed 
by the coronavirus situation, 
with the safety of its 140 em-
ployees its top priority.

� e Scottish Government’s 
commitment to the � shing 
industry over second home 
owners has been praised by 
Kate Forbes MSP.

� e endorsement came a� er it 
emerged the UK Government’s 
emergency business support 
scheme is paying out millions 
of pounds of taxpayers’ money 
to wealthy second-home own-
ers in England.

Under the Scottish equiv-
alent, vacant second homes 
cannot claim business grants, 
which has enabled funding to 
be shared more widely with 
genuine businesses. To date, the 
Scottish Government’s support 
to the � shing industry totals 
almost £23 million.

Ms Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, 
said: ‘� ere are so many small 
businesses struggling at the 
moment, that it is important 
support goes to as many as pos-
sible. ‘� at’s why it is so galling 

to see potentially millions of 
pounds going to second home 
owners in England, whilst � sh-
ermen rely on little more than 
Universal Credit.

‘� at is not the case in 
Scotland, because the Scottish 
Government ensured second 
home owners don’t qualify for 
grants and more genuine small 
businesses can get support.

‘In Highland coastal com-
munities, � shermen will get 
help, as will the newly self-em-
ployed and non-rates paying 
businesses.’

Ms Forbes stated a number 

of short-term lets in Scotland, 
and especially the Highlands, 
has risen dramatically in recent 
years and in some areas locals 
are � nding it increasingly di�  -
cult to � nd homes.

Last year, a Scottish 
Government study showed that 
almost one in � ve dwellings 
on the Isle of Skye is now an 
Airbnb – 1,083 listings for 5,813 
dwellings.

Some second homes register 
as a business and the owners 
avoid paying council tax. 
Because such properties may 
be on the Non Domestic Rates 
roll, in England they can access 
the £10,000 UK Government 
grant designed to support small 
businesses struggling to sur-
vive the impact of coronavirus.

Decision to prioritise � shing praised

Kate Forbes MSP.

Smelter to transfer staff 
to job retention scheme 

Steps have been taken at 
the smelter and hydro power 
station to ensure the welfare 
of those working on site – 
including additional hygiene 
measures and guidelines to 
maximise social distancing.

From a commercial per-
spective, ALVANCE says the 
smelter has been adjusting 
production to meet demand 
for aluminium, which has been 
impacted by what it described 
as a ‘slowdown’ in operations 
by several key customers.

� e � rm, part of metals 
industry tycoon Sanjeev 
Gupta’s GFG Alliance group of 
companies, told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘In response to market 
conditions, ALVANCE has 

Pandemic response will 
affect 30 to 40 workers

made the di�  cult decision to 
furlough 30 to 40 employees. 
� is is a temporary measure 
and those a� ected will con-
tinue to receive 80 per cent of 
their salary.

‘ALVANCE intends to take 
advantage of the Government’s 
Job Retention Scheme, al-
though the statutory cap on 
furloughed wages will not be 
applied with ALVANCE mak-

ing up any shortfall to achieve 
the 80 per cent of salary where 
required.’

And Tom Uppington, gen-
eral manager with ALVANCE 
British Aluminium, added: 

‘It’s vital operations at the 
Lochaber smelter continue at 
a manageable level throughout 
this crisis.

‘� e business is important 
to the regional economy and 
even though orders are down 
from some of our clients, we  
continue to support others 
producing essential materials 
for pharmaceuticals and food 
packaging.

‘As a responsible employer, 
we need to balance the welfare 
of our people with the need to 
protect the long-term sustaina-
bility of the business. 

‘� ese furloughs are a tem-
porary measure and we hope 
to return to business as usual 
soon.

‘We are grateful for the sup-
port and understanding of our 
employees, customers, suppli-
ers, unions and the Lochaber 
community.’

The Alvance British Aluminium smelter at Fort William. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Continued from page one
‘and Scottish ministers can’t 
decide if they want it or not. 
I think they have tested about 
60 people in three weeks in the 
Western Isles, but in the Faroes 
they tested about 6,000 in the 
same period and they have 
about double the population 

of the Hebrides. I personally 
know of someone who tested 
positive in the Western Isles 
and three weeks later his wife 
has still to be tested. It’s luna-
cy. I’m caught in the middle 
between political unity and 
loyalty to the people here, but 
the Scottish Government has 

to get in touch with the Faroe 
Islands as the testing o� er is 
still there.’

� e Lochaber Times under-
stands that NHS Western Isles 
is not looking for any addition-
al testing capacity a� er new 
equipment began operating 
this week.

Faroe Islands o� er virus testing to Western Isles
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� e boss of one of Lochaber’s 
biggest employers has called 
for more � exibility in the gov-
ernment's furloughing scheme.

Ferguson Transport and 
Shipping, based in Corpach, 
has furloughed 26 of its 
drivers and 14 other sta� , but 
managing director Alasdair 
Ferguson, pictured right,  has 
called for the Corona Virus 
Job Retention Scheme to be 
made more � exible so hauliers 
can call on furloughed sta�  
when needed to meet changing 
demand from customers.

Ferguson Transport fur-
loughed workers a� er being 
reassured payments for such 
sta�  will be paid into the com-
pany’s bank account within six 
days of a claim being submit-
ted online, every three weeks.

Students and sta�  from 
across the University of the 
Highlands and Islands have 
been lending their skills and 
resources to support the NHS.

More than 120 nursing 
and midwifery students have 
started their � nal placements 
early to help bolster the NHS 
workforce.

� ey are being employed 
as healthcare workers by 
NHS Highland and NHS 
Western Isles to contribute 
to the COVID-19 response. 
� e university has also set up 
secondment arrangements 
with the organisation so that 
nursing and midwifery sta�  
can also work in clinical posts.

Lews Castle College UHI in 
Stornoway is among the UHI 
campuses which have donated 
equipment including gloves, 
hand sanitiser and aprons to 
healthcare providers across the 
region. Chemicals from the 
university’s School of Health, 
Social Care and Life Science 
have been gi� ed to the NHS to 
help with coronavirus testing.

Several university partners 
have been supporting the 
production of visors. Perth 
College UHI’s creative indus-
tries department created a 
design for 3D printers, while 
West Highland College UHI 
and Argyll College UHI have 
donated acetate sheets used to 
create visors.

Professor Crichton Lang, 
Principal and Vice Chancellor 
of the University of the 
Highlands and Islands, said: 
‘In addition to supporting 
our students and sta�  across 
the university partnership to 
continue their studies and day 
to day work, we are of course 
keen to do all we can to help 
with the management of the 
wider impact of the current 
COVID-19 epidemic on peo-
ple’s lives.

‘I have huge appreciation for 
the e� orts of everyone who is 
contributing, but especially to 
those students and sta�  who 
are engaging at the front line 
of health and social care.’

� e university partnership 
has also o� ered vehicles, 
buildings, services and ac-
commodation to support key 
workers across the Highlands 
and Islands.

Heidi May, NHS Highland’s 
board nurse director, added: 
‘We are extraordinarily grate-
ful to the students coming to 
work alongside their NHS col-
leagues in caring for patients 
as part of the COVID-19 e� ort. 
� eir skills and knowledge will 
help us make the di� erence for 
patients and their loved ones 
during this unprecedented 
time.’

Anyone passing along the 
A830 between Fort William 
and Glen� nnan may have 
noticed a rather colourful 
sheep in an adjacent � eld at 
Kinlocheil.

Decorated with a rainbow, 
the symbol of solidarity with 
NHS workers during the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
Cross-Cheviot ewe belongs to 
Alistair MacLeod who owns 
property and land nearby.

Mr MacLeod, who runs a 
50-strong � ock of sheep, lives 
at Morar, where he and his 
family owned the Morar Hotel 
for 30 years, as well as being 
involved in cro� ing.

On the rainbow-adorned 
sheep, Mr MacLeod explained: 
‘I was in hospital recently, 
although not for anything 
related to coronavirus.

‘Sta�  at the hospital looked 
a� er me so well that, when I 
got out, I thought it would be 
nice to do something to signal 
my appreciation for all their 
care and hard work.

‘� e ewe had been inside to 
give birth. She had triplets, 
and before we turned her out 
into the � eld my son Iain and 
I used some of the marker dye 
you use on sheep to give her a 
rainbow.

‘She has a trailer outside that 

UHI nursing and             
midwifery 
students give NHS 
a helping hand

Boss calls for more 
furlough fl exibility

Under the scheme, 
� rms can furlough 
employees and 
apply for a pay-
ment covering 
80 per cent of the 
person’s monthly 
wage, up to £2,500 
each month, plus 
National Insurance and 
pension contributions.

With a 70-strong � eet of 
trucks, around 100 drivers and 
another 100 other sta� , the 
well-known family logistics 
company had postponed 
furloughing any of its drivers 
until the government gave out 
more details on the scheme 
amid concerns how quickly 
the government’s 80 per cent 
contribution would be paid 
and how � exible the scheme 
would be to meet customer de-
mands, and what Mr Ferguson 
said was the constantly 

changing requirements 
involving essential 

deliveries.
Instead, Mr 

Ferguson told the 
Lochaber Times 
the company had 

been sharing the 
reduced workloads 

between its drivers and 
paying £25 per day to drivers 
if there was no shi�  available 
and their weekly basic hours 
were not met and they were 
based at home on short-time 
working.

It has now placed 26 drivers 
on furlough, but Mr Ferguson 
is still concerned the company 
has no way of calling in fur-
loughed drivers if customer 
demand increases or if other 
drivers go sick when it is a 
three-week furlough period at 
a time.

Mr Ferguson told the 

Lochaber Times: ‘We had 
always intended to furlough, 
further to agreements being 
reached with our drivers for 
the changes, and understand-
ing the exact details, eligibility 
of the grant scheme and the 
terms of which they would be 
applied.

‘We need the scheme to work 
for the logistics sector – com-
panies need cash quickly to 
support the employee retention 
scheme for cash � ow, and the 
� exibility to furlough drivers 
weekly to be able to respond 
quickly and e�  ciently to ever 
changing customers’ require-
ments for essential deliveries.’

Mr Ferguson’s concerns have 
echoed by the Road Haulage 
Association (RHA), which this 
week called on the government 
to make furloughing more 
� exible.

In a letter to Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson detailing their 
concerns, the RHA, along with 
� ve other logistics associa-
tions, asked for the minimum 
furlough to be a week rather 
than the current three weeks 
to increase � exibility in the 
haulage industry, cut costs and 
ensure sta�  remain available.

Mr Ferguson told the 
Lochaber Times one of his 
priorities through all of this 
was ensuring the survival 
of the 60-year-old company, 
which was the only way of 
guaranteeing employees’ jobs 
still existed a� er the end of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

‘We have a lot of very 
hard-working sta�  who have 
been brilliant through all this 
so far. But a lot of families 
depend on those jobs and that's 
why we need to make sure such 
furlough schemes are � t for 
purpose.’

Four-legged ‘rainbow’ 
brightens Kinlocheil

Alistair, left, and Iain 
MacLeod with ‘Nicola’ the 
NHS sheep. Photograph: Iain 
Ferguson, alba.photos

is nice and warm for her and 
the lambs.’

Mr MacLeod explained that 
running the small � ock of 
sheep was only a hobby: ‘I’ve 
had sheep since I was young, 
but most of the sheep have 
been taken o�  the hills up here 
nowadays. But I’ll always want 
to keep some sheep.’

Asked if his ‘rainbow ewe’ 
had a name, Mr MacLeod 
laughed: ‘I think we should 
christen her Nicola a� er our 
First Minister as she seems 
to be doing a good job at the 
moment!’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Allan MacColl was born on 
August 16, 1940, in Moidart, 
the third of � ve sons of Allan 
and Mary, who resided in 
Dorlin, near Acharacle.

Allan grew up as part of a 
Gaelic-speaking family that 
had preserved the cultural 
legacy of bygone generations.

He was descended from cro� -
ers, stalkers and shepherds, as 
well as acclaimed bards, musi-
cians and tradition-bearers.

It was from this bequeathed 
legacy that Allan developed his 
love of singing Gaelic songs, 
having o� en listened to his 
father and Uncle Donald, him-
self a renowned bard, gather 
around the table at home to 
sing their many compositions.

� roughout his formative 
years, Allan enjoyed the free-
dom of growing up surrounded 
by nature. He attended 
Acharacle Primary school until 
1954, when he le�  to start work 
with the Forestry Commission. 
In the late 1950s Allan spent 
several years in the Merchant 
Navy, before returning to 
undertake Business Studies in 
Durham.

Allan took over the running 
of Acharacle Village Shop in 
1965 with his brother Charlie, 
and they became mainstays of 
the area, involved in organising 
many ceilidhs and bringing top 
Scottish acts to entertain the 
community.

He would take to the stage on 
many of these occasions, and, 
as the possessor of a beautiful 
tenor voice with a remarkable 
range, would delight the 
audience with his repertoire of 
Gaelic songs.

Allan also wrote verse, both 
Gaelic and English, continuing 
the bardic legacy of his family. 
O� en these were witty com-
mentaries on small local or 
family events, written purely 
for private consumption, 
although he could also achieve 
moving levels of profundity 
when the occasion inspired.

In 1975 Allan married Mary 
Godsman, a well-known 
Highland dancer from Caol, 
and son Allan jnr arrived a 
year later, followed by Iain and 
Kirsteen.

In 1976, they moved to 
Fort William when Allan 
and Charlie bought the old 
MacGruther and Marshall coal 
yard and began trading.

As this venture expanded, 
they were joined by younger 
brother Ewen, all three becom-
ing well-known faces across 
Lochaber, supplying coal to the 
district for more than 30 years, 
� rst as Shiel Valley, and later as 
MacColl Brothers.

Allan combined his business 
acumen with his love of music 
when he formed Shona Records 

along with his old friend 
and musical legend Fergie 
MacDonald, accordion maes-
tro John Carmichael and Gaelic 
superstar Norman MacLean.

� e resulting output featured 
several landmark recordings 
of the era from Fergie, John 
and Norman, as well as highly 
successful albums by Flair, 
Bill Black and Pipe Major Iain 
MacFadyen to name but a few.

Allan’s lifelong love of Gaelic 
music and culture came to the 
fore as he took over the Scottish 
seat on the International Pan-
Celtic Council, an organisation 
dedicated to enhancing cultur-
al links between the Celtic na-
tions. � is would culminate in 
a lively festival held in Ireland 
every April, an event which 
thousands of Scottish Gaels 
enjoyed throughout Allan’s 
30-year stewardship.

He followed this by reviving 
the old Lochaber Gathering 
piping competition, once a 
prestigious � xture on the 
circuit, sadly dwindled away 
to nothing by the mid-90s. 
With the help of a small group 
of trusted volunteers, Allan 
re-established the Gathering 
as a top draw for the world’s 
leading pipers.

In his later years Allan main-
tained his passion for Gaelic 
culture, even as his health be-
gan to decline. He continued to 
write verse throughout his life, 
joining his brother Charlie and 
the rest of the family to record a 
collection of works written and 
inspired by their Uncle Donald.

As a devoted family man he 
took great pleasure in the ar-
rival of his eight grandchildren 
and would spend many hours 
regaling them with stories 
from his long and varied life, 
ensuring that the language 
and culture he loved so much 
would be passed on to a new 
generation.

Allan will be sorely missed 
by his surviving family, and 
by all those he had the good 
fortune to call him their friend 
throughout his life. I.M.

APPRECIATION: Allan MacColl, 
16.8.40-17.4.20

Allan McColl came from 
a long line of acclaimed 
bards, musicians and 
tradition-bearers.

Commanding O�  cer of T.S. 
St Christopher Sea Cadets, 
Derick Campbell was joined 
remotely by cadets from 
their homes across Lochaber 
to salute the NHS at the 
8pm last Thursday night in a 
tribute to its front line sta�  
and health care workers 
during the current coronavi-
rus pandemic.
For full montage featuring 
all the Sea Cadets, visit www.
lochabertimes.co.uk
Photograph:  Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Lochaber Sea 
Cadets in salute 
to NHS

Falck Renewables, the owner 
of Millennium Wind Farm in 
Glenmoriston, has announced 
a fund for the communities 
around its wind farms to help 
alleviate the impact of the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

� e company is donating 
£180,000 to be shared between 
the community bene� t trusts 
which administer funds from 
its 12 wind farms in Scotland, 
England and Wales.

Managing director of Falck 
Renewables UK, Richard 
Dibley, commented: ‘We have 
a close relationship with the 
communities around our wind 
farms and their response to the 
current challenging situation 
has been as proactive and 
heartwarming.

‘� ey are already involved in 
helping the people and organ-
isations in their area who need 
it most, and we were keen to 
support them.’

Angela Williams, chief 
o�  cer of Fort Augustus and 
Glenmoriston Community 
Company, which receives 
funding from Millennium 
Wind Farm, said the support 
o� ered by Falck for the com-
munity and local businesses 
was greatly appreciated.

‘� ere is currently a range 
of activity being undertaken 
in our communities by the 
3 Glens Resilience Group to 
support local residents but we 
know that there will be much 
more to be undertaken over 

the forthcoming months,’ she 
continued.

‘Our local economy is very 
reliant on tourism and we are 
looking at ways in which we 
can continue to support our 
community and local business-
es over the next few months, 
recognising that there will be 
di� erent needs that become 
apparent as people struggle 
with the lockdown.’

� e 3 Glens Resilience Group 
is a partnership between Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston 
Community Company, the 

Glengarry Trust, 3 Glens 
Community Care group, 
Glengarry Community 
Council and Fort Augustus 
and Glenmoriston Community 
Council.

Maria MacRae, chairperson 
of Glengarry Trust, which 
also receives funding from 
Millennium Wind Farm, said: 
‘So far we have supported local 
families with a £100 cheque to 
help with additional costs of 
food and electricity while being 
at home during the lockdown – 
£100 grants are also available 
for any other residents who are 
su� ering economic hardship.

‘We also have a team of 
volunteers who can arrange 
anything from shopping and 
deliveries to a chat with anyone 
who is feeling isolated.’

Anyone in the area who needs 
help can get in touch with the 
resilience group by emailing 
g lengarr y trust@gmai l .com 
or chiefo�  cer@community-
company.co.uk or call Deirdre 
MacKinnon on 01320 366556.

Wind farm launches 
COVID support fund

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Communities 
around the wind 
farm will bene� t.
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When Grimsay 
C o m m u n i t y 
Association on 
North Uist had to 
cancel its planned 
two-day extrav-
aganza of events 
and activities 
to celebrate the 
launch of the new 
Grimsay Boat Haven 
due to coronavirus, 
organisers were understand-
ably disappointed.

But undeterred, the team 
decided to �lm a short video in 
a ‘so� launch’ of the new Boat 
Haven, including a tour of the 
boats that are on display.

As the only maritime her-
itage centre in the Western 
Isles, the Grimsay Boat Haven 
provides a focus for ther island 
history and identity. 

From the popular Grimsay 
Boat Days to the new Boat 
Haven, Grimsay has been 
active in preserving the Uists’ 
boatbuilding and �shing her-
itage for more than 20 years.

A spokesperson for Grimsay 
Community Association 
told the Lochaber Times this 
week: ‘Unfortunately, current 

travel restrictions and 
social distancing 

meant that the 
launch could 
not go ahead. 
Rest assured 
that as soon as 
it is allowed and 
practicable we 

will be organising 
a celebratory event 

at the new Grimsay 
Boat Haven. We will keep 

this under review and advise 
you all as soon as we can make 
appropriate plans.

‘However, we have prepared a 
short video to launch the new 
Boat Haven in the meantime, 
including a tour of the boats 
that are on display. 

‘We hope that you will enjoy 
this video.’

�is project is part-�nanced 
by the Scottish Government 
and the European Community 
Outer Hebrides LEADER 2014-
2020 programme. Grimsay 
Community Association is 
grateful for the assistance of 
the Robertson Trust and many 
other supporters.

To watch the video visit 
vimeo.com/407536830

Ospreys being �lmed live by a 
nest camera in Lochaber have 
laid their �rst egg of the sea-
son and the Woodland Trust 
Scotland hopes the osprey 
family will provide a bene�cial 
dose of nature during the 
current coronavirus lockdown, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

Egg number one appeared 
at 6.20am on �ursday April 
23 and, astonishingly, it is the 
third year in a row, that the �rst 
egg of this osprey pair has been 
laid on April 23. 

Since 2017, viewers from 
around the world have watched 
entranced as live images are 
streamed from the nest camera, 
supported by players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery, and which 
can be seen at www.wood-
landtrust.org.uk/ospreycam

Sanjay Singh, senior pro-
gramme manager at People’s 
Postcode Lottery, added: ‘We 
are delighted that support 
from our players helps bring 

this wildlife spectacle to homes 
across the country, and indeed 
the world.’

Woodland Trust Scotland 
bought the spectacular 2,500 
acre site in partnership with lo-
cal group Arkaig Community 
Forest in 2017. It contains areas 
of magni�cent but degraded 
ancient Caledonian pinewood, 
which has been planted with 
non-native conifers.

A recently completed bridge 
and track upgrade will allow the 

extraction of huge quantities 
of non-native timber – freeing 
up Loch Arkaig’s ancient pine 
trees to recolonise the hillsides 
with their seedlings. 

�e restoration aims to 
demonstrate that conservation 
management can provide social 
and economic bene�ts for local 
communities.

Over the next �ve years the 
trust plans to remove 70,000 
tonnes of non-native trees from 
the Loch Arkaig woodlands, 

as well as �ght tree disease by 
taking out infected lodgepole 
pine; restore up to 620 acres 
of degraded peatland habitats 
and control invasive non-na-
tive species such as Japanese 
knotweed.

�e forest is home to sea 
eagles, golden eagles, ospreys, 
pine marten, otters and deer 
among many other species.

Arkaig Community Forest  is 
a local community-based char-
ity, which shares ambitious 
plans to restore native wood-
land habitats across the entire 
forest and demonstrate the 
ecological, social and economic 
value of ancient woodland 
restoration.

In particular, it aims to 
support the remote community 
living around the forest to 
bene�t from active sustainable 
forest management activities 
such as woodfuel production, 
eco-tourism and adding value 
to timber.

�is week we launch our 
newest regular feature with   
what we are calling Lochaber 
Lockdown Legends, with the 
aim of giving a shout out to 
local companies and individ-
uals going above and beyond 
the call of duty to help their 
fellow Highland residents get 
through these unprecedented 
times.

We would like readers to 
email us with their nomina-
tions for a shout out with a 
little bit of information on 
why they have chosen this 
particular person or business 
and a wee photo if possible.

First up is Fort William 
Tyre Service a�er they came 
to the rescue of Glen�nnan 
resident, Mrs Ally Entwistle, 
and her family when their 
car had problems with a slow 
puncture on Friday.

�e car had a large nail 
embedded in a rear tyre and 
the hope was it would stay 
in�ated long enough for a ga-
rage to be found the following 
week to carry out a repair or 
provide a replacement.

However, on pulling into 
Harbro’s car park at Corpach 
for essential animal feed 

supplies late on Friday a�er-
noon, there was a fortunate 
encounter with Fort William 
Tyre which had sta� working 
on a commercial van.

Asked if the company could 
look at the car the following 
week, Fort William Tyre 
Service’s Alec Cottam said 
they would look at it right 
then and there to see what 
they could do, despite it being 
nearly 4pm on a hot and dusty 
Friday a�ernoon. Result – 
one massive nail removed and 
tyre patched all in about 30 
minutes.

Posting her grateful thanks 

online soon a�erwards, in a 
comment that received more 
than 250 likes within a few 
hours, Mrs Entwistle said: 
‘Absolute �ipping Lockdown 
Legends!! Sorted us out and 
kept us on the road (massive 
puncture) for essential trips!

‘Came to get animal feed at 
Harbro and they were here 
on another job. Fixed our 
puncture no problem. Harbro 
also magic, keeping going so 
we can keep our animals fed.’

Send your Lochaber 
Lockdown Legends nomi-
nations to fort@obantimes.
co.uk

Nominate your Lochaber 
Lockdown Legends

Fort William Tyre Service in action at Corpach on Friday 
helping keep Lochaber essential travel moving.

Grimsay Boat Haven 
organise virtual launchDelight as ospreys lay 

�rst egg of the season
The female osprey 
caught on camera 
laying her �rst egg.
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A Roy Bridge student has 
climbed her stairs more than 
1,700 times to help supply free, 
nutritious meals to hospital 
sta�  around the country.

Pippa Macdonald, 
who is studying interior 
design at Northumbria 
University, kicked o�  her 
#StepUp4OurNHS challenge 
by climbing the height of the 
three largest mountains in 
England, Scotland and Ireland 
to raise money for Food 4 
Heroes.

A former pupil at Ardvreck 
and Sedbergh boarding 
schools, Pippa scaled the 
equivalent of Ben Nevis, 
Snowdon and Scafell Pike at 
her lodgings in Northumbria.

She completed the challenge 
in seven and half hours, taking 

Pippa steps up to help feed 
nation’s NHS front line staff

30,848 steps in  1,789 journeys 
up and down the stairs, nom-
inating other people to take 
part along the way.

‘I heard about Food 4 Heroes 
and wanted to get involved, 
so I tried to come up with a 
challenge that I could get lots 
of people involved in,’ she told 
the Lochaber Times.

‘I wanted to spread the 
word about this amazing 
three-week-old charity which 
provides NHS sta�  with food 
during and a� er their shi� s.’

� is isn’t the � rst time the 
21-year-old has stepped up 
for charity. At the age of 14,  
Pippa climbed Winder Fell 
in Cumbria eight times – the 
equivalent height of Mount 
Kenya – to raise money for 
restart Africa. She also com-
pleted the London Marathon 
when she was 18.

‘I was into running and sport 

at school,’ she explained. ‘With 
that in mind I thought I could 
do a similar thing and climb 
the equivalent of Ben Nevis, as 
it is on my doorstep at home, 
on my staircase as we are only 
allowed one hour of exercise 
outdoors a day.

‘Having ‘climbed’ Ben Nevis 
earlier than expected, I decid-
ed to do all three peaks. I like 
a challenge.’

Pippa’s motivation, of course, 
was the knowledge she was 
providing meals for NHS sta�  
who are working tirelessly 
every day.

‘� ey couldn’t deserve it 
more,’ she added. ‘� e idea of 
#StepUp4OurNHS is to donate 
£4, then nominate another 
four people to take part.

‘I’m hoping lots of people will 
get involved.

‘Food 4 Heroes and I have 
already had amazing support 
with this challenge and I thank 
everyone who has donated and 
taken part.

‘If you are reading this, why 
don’t you give it a go? Climb 
your favourite hill/mountain/
point of interest, nominate 
four others and donate £4 to 
#StepUp4OurNHS donation 
page on the Food 4 Heroes 
website.

‘It’s such an important chari-
ty at this time.’

Pippa documented her jour-
ney on her Instagram stories 
as well as the Food 4 Heroes 
Instagram page.

‘It’s such an important 
charity at this 
time... They couldn’t      
deserve it more’

Pippa MacDonald 
on one of her 
1,789 journeys up 
her stairs.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Coronavirus
BID4Oban are working to provide information to the business 

community of Oban as regularly as possible.
We are working with our Key Partners Argyll & Bute Council, 

Business Gateway, AITC and OLTA on a daily basis.

To enable us to keep in touch, please follow BID4Oban on 
Love Oban Facebook page and website www.bid4oban.co.uk for regular updates.

Email info@bid4oban.co.uk
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Encouraging 
children to get 
wild with poetry
In the same week environ-
mental charity Earthwatch 
launched its children’s 
national poetry competition, 
a petition was created asking 
the United Nations to make 
access to the natural world a 
human right.

While the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
outlines protections to the 
right to work and leisure, the 
right to education, to public 
services and to participate 
in the cultural life of the 
community, the right to 
access the natural world was 
previously such a given it 
didn’t need spelling out.

But if the current lockdown 
has shown anything about 
our culture, it is how much 
we need and value the living 
landscape.

Our daily outdoor exercise 

has become a precious thing, 
more so in the April sunshine. 
Social media feeds have been 
full of people hearing the 
� rst cuckoo, photographs of 
the � rst cherry blossoms and 
sightings of the � rst swi� s. At 
the same time, there has been 
a burst of creativity, windows 

� lling with rainbows, stories 
being written, seeds being 
sown, cake a� er cake being 
baked. � e Earthwatch po-
etry competition brings this 
need for nature together with 
the need to express ourselves, 
giving children and teenagers 
the opportunity to create 

their own view on the natural 
world from lockdown.

Michaela Strachan, an 
Earthwatch ambassador 
and head competition judge, 
launched the competition 
by reading her Wildlife A-Z 
poem. She is joined on the 
judging panel by Nick Baker, 

teen birder Mya-Rose Craig 
and 17-year-old conserva-
tionist Bella Lack.

Michaela highlighted ways 
we have responded to the 
current situation, saying: 
‘� is lockdown is, without 
doubt, challenging for many 
children. But it has brought 
out the creative side, as well 
as an appreciation for any 
outdoor space youngsters 
have access to.  � is poetry 
competition is a great way 
to use that creativity and 
connection with the natural 
world.’

Sarah Staunton-Lamb, 
Earthwatch’s Senior 
Engagement Manager, add-

ed: ‘We’re going through a 
very emotional time, locked 
away from daily routines, 
friends and family, but also 
feeling the power of the nat-
ural world like never before. 
Poetry is a great outlet for 
expression and we hope this 
competition encourages chil-
dren to express their feelings 
and capture our connection 
with nature.’

Michaela’s A-Z poem was 
written while she was work-
ing in Namibia. If children 
are looking for inspiration 
closer to home, Robert 
MacFarlane and Jackie 
Morris’s � e Lost Words is 
available on Audible and the 
John Muir Trust has online 
resources linked to the book. 
It is full of acrostic poems on 
some of the wildlife that can 
be spotted every day around 
Lochaber this spring.

� e competition is open 
to children aged 4 to 16 and 
submissions close on Sunday 
May 17.  For more informa-
tion visit www.wild-days.org

During the coronavirus 
lockdown, social media 
feeds have been full of 
people hearing the � rst 
cuckoo, photographs of 
the � rst cherry blossoms, 
above, and sightings of the 
� rst swifts.

Wild Words
KIRSTEEN BELL
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Some waste and recycling collections may 
be operating with fewer staff because of 
coronavirus. That means these services might 
be disrupted and you have to manage your 
waste differently. But this disruption will not 
be in place any longer than it needs to be. To 
keep up to date with the changes in your area 
and for guidance on how to manage waste visit:

Find out if 
coronavirus is 
affecting your 
regular waste 
and recycling 
collections.

managingourwaste.scot
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An exhibition highlighting 
the history of Lochaber 
Agricultural Show is being 
planned for later this year and 
organisers are looking for con-
tributions from members of 
the community, writes Fiona 
Scott.

Isabel Campbell with a page of Oban Times coverage from 
1991.  Photograph:  Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Appeal to share 
show memories

Isabel Campbell, past secre-
tary of Lochaber Agricultural 
Society (LAS), has joined 
forces with former chairman 
Rickie Sidgwick to gather 
memorabilia from the � rst 100 
years of the show, 1895-1995.

While the pair have a vast 

range of photographs, minutes 
and programmes, there are a 
few years they are missing and 
they are appealing to members 
of the Lochaber community 
and beyond to send in any-
thing they have that may be 
useful.

Isabel, who was LAS secre-
tary for 27 years, said: ‘We are 
gathering all memorabilia we 
can and hope to exhibit it in 
the Rural Education Centre 
later in the year. 

‘We have the original min-
utes of the inaugural meeting 
in 1895 and reports of early 
shows. We also have a scrap 
book of press cuttings for all 
shows from 1972 to 1995 and 
lots of photographs, along with 
programmes.

‘We are looking for press 
cuttings and photographs for 
the period 1955 to 1972.

‘During these years, the show 
was held in the old Town Park, 
where the swimming pool is 
now, in Glen Nevis and in the 
Black Parks, Inverlochy. At 
that time we had a Show Queen 
and any photos would be much 
appreciated.’

LAS was formed in 1895, the 
main objective being to hold a 
show where local estates could 
show their best livestock.

Shows were stopped during 
the war years and resumed in 
1955. 

� e show is still held each 
year at Inverlochy Castle Farm, 
bringing the area’s cro� ers and 
farmers together.

‘I am absolutely passionate 
about the shows and have put Isabel Campbell is appealing to anyone who has photographs from the show to get in touch.

together several scrap books 
over the years,’ added Isabel.

‘Competition was always of 
a high standard and I get great 
pleasure in looking back at the 
old photographs and remem-

bering all the people that were 
involved over the years and the 
many laughs we had.

‘Hopefully others will enjoy 
doing this too and we can put 
together something for every-
one to look forward to when 
this lockdown is over.’

� e 123rd Lochaber 
Agricultural Show was due to 
take place on Saturday  August 
22 this year but organisers say 
current social distancing rules 
mean ‘it most likely will not go 
ahead’. 

A decision will be made mid 
May.

Send photographs or other 
memorabilia to Isabel at 
Dykelands, Camaghaul, Fort 
William, PH33 7NF.

‘We are looking for 
press cuttings and 
photographs for the 
period 1955 to 1972. 
At that time we had a 
Show Queen and any 
photographs would 
be much appreciated.’
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Write to us: send your letters to fort@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HBLETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters or those supplied 
without a contact phone number will not be 
printed. Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or 
write to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

While Lochaber Agricultural Show 
is in doubt this year due to the 
coronavirus, past secretary of the show 
Isabel Campbell is pulling together an 
exhibition highlighting the history of the 
event.

� ese community events are annual 
highlights and while its disappointing 
that circumstances understandably 
mean the show cannot go on this year, 
many will no doubt look forward to 
seeing the many photographs, minutes 
and programmes that will form the 
backbone of the exhibition.

However, to complete the timeline, 
Isabel and the other organisers are 
looking for press cuttings and photo-
graphs for the period 1955 to 1972.

If you can help, please do get in touch 
with her and the show team.

Like many who tune into the Woodland 
Trust Scotland’s osprey nestcam, we were 
delighted and amazed to see the female lay 
an egg on exactly the same day as she did 
last year – and the year before that. Like 
thousands of others we are entranced by 
the live images streamed daily, and can’t 
wait for this year’s drama to unfold.

Trip down memory lane

Osprey pair in focus

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Ruigidh an ro-ghiullachd air an ro-ghalair! 
Is duilich da-rìribh gum bheil Covid 19 a’ 
marbhadh uimhir ach gun teagamh bhiodh 
an àireamh sin mòran nas motha mur a b’ 
e dìcheall luchd-obrach na slàinte, agus iad 
gan cur � èin an cunnart bhon ghalair fad na 
h-ùine. 

Cha phàigh taing na daoine sin ach tha iad 
airidh air bualadh bhas is gleadhraich, is 
tha iad cuideachd airidh air tuarastail a rèir 
cudromachd an cuid obrach agus sgil. Bu 
mhath gun tèid an aon taic a nochdadh airson 
àrdachadh tuarastail a dh’� àgas nach bi 
banaltramachd gu bràth tuilleadh am measg 
nan dreuchdan as lugha pàighidh. 

Am bheil sibh a’ faireachadh an ùine fada ri 
linn aonarachd? Chan eil e soirbh, agus tha an 
suidheachadh duilich buileach dha teaghlai-
chean aig nach eil gàrradh anns am faigh iad 
cuairt a ghabhail neo suidhe. 

� a sinne fortanach gum bheil gàrradh 
againn agus � ad ’s a bha mi a’ cur  beagan 
bhuntàta agus fras lusan bho chionn ghoirid 
bha mi a’ smaoineachadh air an obair a bh’ 
aig ar sinnsearan gus iad � èin a chumail beò.  

Cha b’ e èiginn a dh’� àg mise a’ cur, ach bho 
shean cha robh roghainn ann agus dh’� eumte 
a h-uile òirleach talmhainn a bhiodh aca a 
leasachadh ’s a thionndadh agus a chur, agus 
bha buntàta bunaiteach. 

Bha sin a’ ciallachadh toiseach a’ 
gheamhraidh a bhith slaodadh brùchd ann an 
clèibh air an druim bhon chladach gus a sgao-
ileadh mar mhathachadh air talamh-làidir  
neo atharnach. Dh’� eumte an talamh a rà-
cadh agus na bh’ air � àgail den � eamainn a 

losgadh air toiseach air ruamhar san earrach, 
agus cur nan slisean bhuntàta le putaire. 

� a cuimhne agam � ìn air mo sheanair a 
bhith a’ cur buntàta anns an dòigh sin, ach 
cha robh e a’ giùlan na feamad air a dhruim, 
bha sin ga thoirt thuige le each is cairt is an 
uairsin le tractar. 

� àinig smuain thugam cuideachd mu na 
rabhaidhean aig eòlaichean a thaobh ’s mar 
nach eil crìoch, cinneadh, neo gnè, a’ cur 
bacadh air galair leithid a’ choròna-bhìorais, 
agus tha an aon rud fìor a thaobh ràithean na 
bliadhna. Chan eil trioblaid tinneis dol a chur 
bacadh air dùsgadh an earraich neo fàs sìl, 
agus nach math sin. 

“� ig fochann ’s thig feur mun goir a’ 
chuthag” agus tha a’ chuthag air tòiseachadh 
ri gairm, agus mun àm a thogas ise air falbh 
a-rithist bidh toradh na chaidh a chur an 
impis deiseil gus a bhuainn. 

Nuair a bheachdaicheas sinn air ìre an sgrios 
a thug am “Fliù Spàinnteach” air an t-saoghal 
bho chionn ceud bliadhna, agus mar a tha 
banachdach an-diugh a’ cumail smachd air 
leithid � iù agus air iomadach tinneas eile, 
feumaidh sinn a bhith misneachail gun tèid 
dòigh a lorg air Covid 19 a cheannsachadh 
cuideachd. 

Considering the range of serious illnesses 
which are now prevented across the world 
by inoculation, we must take comfort in the 
belief that Covid 19 will similarly be checked, 
and soon!

Allan Campbell 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

A di� erent way of life 
will be a blessing
Yes, we do have both an evolution and a revolu-
tion in progress, and possibly with long lasting 
and, very necessary changes, coming into our 
lives.

One thing I’m hoping that will be a result of 
this is that everything will be far less in numbers 
and in costs too, should parliaments and coun-
cils go virtual and work by modern technology, 
saving a whole lot in fuel by not have to be 
scooting around on daily basis.

In fact we all need far less of everything in 
life, we spent our lives accumulating, but its 
only a burden to us eventually.  I look forward 
to a quieter way of living, with  less worldly 
goods and chattels etc, and indeed, our lives 
will become a lot less stressful our lives, of that 
I’m sure.

I was impressed with the profound article 
written in � e Oban Times recently by Morag 
Munro of Harris, which showed a very loving 
and spiritual message, and, which we should 
also try and bring into our lives and families 
more and more, instead of the usual burdens etc

Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir
Gerraidh na Monaidh, Uibhist a Deas

Diabetes guide for people 
self-isolating at home
Social distancing is challenging for everyone 
but for those who are also managing diabetes 
24 hours a day, or caring for someone who is, 
keeping well can be even tougher.  

� at’s why Diabetes UK has developed a new 
guide for people with diabetes who are staying 
at home.

We want to do all we can to support people 
at this time who might be feeling isolated and 
who can’t access their normal support.  Routine 
and non-essential appointments may have been 
cancelled or postponed, so it is even more vital 
to carry out checks at home such as properly 
looking a� er your feet every day and keeping a 
close eye on blood sugar levels.

Our guide o� ers tips on everything from ways 
to keep active at home, eating well, looking a� er 
yourself and connecting with others.

To download your free guide visit 
w w w. s h o p . d i a b e t e s . o r g . u k / p r o d u c t s /
staying-at-home-and-managing-diabetes

If you have any questions or concerns about 
managing the condition in this di�  cult time, 
please call the Diabetes Scotland helpline on 
0141 212 8710, Monday to Friday, from 9am to 

6pm.
Remember, it’s important to get information 

on coronavirus (COVID-19) from reliable 
sources. Links to up-to-date government 
information and advice can be found at www.
diabetes.org.uk/coronavirus

Angela Mitchell, National Director, 
Diabetes Scotland, Glasgow.

SSEN expands its priority 
support service during crisis 
Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks 
(SSEN) is extending the support it provides 

to those most vulnerable by expanding the 
eligibility of its Priority Services Register (PSR) 
to include customers at increased risk of severe 
illness during the coronavirus pandemic.

Nearly 750,000 customers already receive 
additional care and support through SSEN’s 
PSR – a free, tailored service. In addition to 
those self-isolating or shielding for 12 weeks, 
customers are eligible if they: are deaf or hard 
of hearing; have a disability; live with children 
under � ve; are blind or partially sighted; have 
a chronic illness; use medical equipment/aids 
reliant on electricity or are over 60.

Julie Walker, SSEN.
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Send us your district news by emailing
fort@obantimes.co.uk or call 01397 703003DISTRICT NEWS

Care Lochaber is to receive £52,550 from the 
National Lottery.

A total of 141 groups will get a share of £7.3mil-
lion raised by National Lottery players for a range 
of activities, many of which will help people 
support each other through the COVID-19 crisis.

Projects funded include those delivering 
emergency care packages to vulnerable Scots, 
providing online and telephone support to iso-
lated people, as well as projects to bring people 
together once the lockdown is over.

Care Lochaber will use its cash to continue to 
run its Community Car Scheme which, over the 
next three years, will support more than 1,300 
people. � e group is run by volunteers who use 
their own cars to transport people dealing with 
long-term injuries, illness or mental health issues 
and people who are socially isolated.

Lara Van De Peer, charity manager at Care 
Lochaber, said: ‘We are over the moon to 
receive this money from � e National Lottery 
Community Fund which will give us a degree 
of � nancial stability in a changeable funding 
environment. It is fantastic.

‘We are grateful to the people who play � e 
National Lottery as they have made it possible for 
us to continue providing a community transport 
service for older, isolated and vulnerable people 
across Lochaber. During the coronavirus lock-
down, we are taking a � exible approach to the 
help we provide and have, to date, focused on 
providing shopping and prescription deliveries 
to vulnerable people. We will adapt to any new 
developments and will endeavour to support as 
many people as we can.’

� e National Lottery Community Fund’s 
Scotland director Neil Ritch said: ‘In these di�  -
cult times, it’s heartening to see the way Scottish 
communities are coming together to support 
each other. � ese awards recognise the hugely 
valuable and important contribution Scotland’s 
voluntary and community sector plays in boost-
ing the health, well-being and morale of people.’

To help keep spirits up in Spean Bridge during the coronavirus lockdown, the village’s Bridge Cafe has been running a scarecrow challenge 
for residents. There’s obviously a great deal of creative talent out there, judging by the fantastic selection of weird and wonderful creations 
on display.

Care Lochaber 
gets share of 
£7.3million 
lottery funding

Spean Bridge residents take up Scarecrow Challenge

Fort William Window Cleaning has turned to 
cleaning road signs in and around the town and 
across Lochaber as the coronavirus lockdown 
continues. Proprietor Steve Cameron told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘We are cleaning road signs 
around Lochaber. I have included a few photo-
graphs because we all love a good before and 
a� er! � e response from the public has been 
amazing and so encouraging.’

Above: A work in progress as a road sign gets a good scrubbing. Left: What a result! Steve 
Cameron has had a great response from the public after cleaning road signs. 

Sign o’ the times
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We realise that many more businesses 
would love to be open, serving locals and 
visitors alike – our deepest empathy goes 
out to these businesses and we look forward 
to seeing their doors wide open when this 
is all over.
Please feel free to get in touch with us if you 
would like to feature your business, or know 
a business that should be included. Email 
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk or get in touch 
via our Facebook page on messenger.
Let’s spread the word as much as we can! 

SUPERMARKETS AND FOODHALLS

MARKS & SPENCER FOODHALL 
Open 8am-8pm Mon-Sat, until 6pm Sun 
Mon and Thurs 8am-9am elderly customer 
priority 
Tues and Fri 8am-9am NHS sta� only 
Social distancing measures in place 
Tel: 01397 600208 
 
MORRISONS 
Open Mon-Sat 7am-8pm 
7am-8pm Sunday 
Weekdays 7am-8am for NHS workers priority 
and 7am-8am Sunday 
 
All colleagues with an NHS badge will be 
able to get into the store to stock up on the 
products they need. 

Please note all our cafes are now closed. 
Tel: 01397 700333 
Tel: 0345 6116111 option 5 for doorstop 
deliveries for elderly and vulnerable 

LIDL
Open Mon-Fri 8am-10pm 
Sun 8am-8pm 
Tel: 0800 977 7766 
 
ALDI 
Open Mon-Sat 8am-8pm 
Sun 9am-8pm 
8am-9am for example plus key worker 
priority at tills 
Tel:  0800 042 0800 

FARMFOODS 
Open: 8am-8pm Mon-Fri 
Sat: 8am-7pm 
Sun: 9am-6pm 
Tel: 0121 700 7160

CO-OP STORES 
CAOL, CORPACH, MALLAIG 
Mon-Sun: 7am-8pm 
Key worker priority shopping: 8am-9am (Sun 
10am-11am) 
Tel: 01397 703302 
 

TESCO EXPRESS 
Open: 7am-9pm Mon-Sat. Sun: 10am-5pm 
NHS/Key Worker Priority Hour: Tuesday/
Thursday 9am-10am Sunday 9am-10am. 
Vulnerable customers Monday 9am-10am, 
Wednesday 9am-10am, Friday 9-10am 

TAKEAWAY FOOD

THE GEOGRAPHER 
Open for orders Fri-Sun, from 4.30pm 
Order from 2.30pm 
See FB page for full menu 
Delivery service 
Tel: 01397 705011

SPICE TANDOORI  
Open daily from 4pm 
Phone orders only 
Payment preferred over telephone by card 
Deliveries from 5pm 
Tel: 01397 705192

MACARI’S FISH & CHIPS 
Order via JustEat 
Order from 3.30pm for collection from 4pm. 
Social distancing rules apply for queuing 
customers 
Tel: 01397 703333
 
BEN NEVIS TAKEAWAY 
Inverlochy 
Pizza! 
Place your order via JustEat or 
Tel: 01397706171

THE STABLES RESTAURANT 
Extensive takeaway available with weekend 
specials. 
Tel: 01397 700730, Wed-Sat, 5pm-9pm 
Contactless collection service.

TORLINNHE GUEST HOUSE
Starts next week
3-course special menu and Healthy Juice 
menu
Collection from Achintore Road.
20% discount for NHS workers
Visit Facebook page for more information

CAFE MANGO
Special take-away menu
From Friday 1st May and every Tuesday to 
Sunday.
Place orders from 2pm on 01397 698183.
Delivery service or open to one-person 
collection
Check FB page for full menu

LOCAL FRESH FOOD SUPPLIERS

LOCHABER LARDER  
Blar Mhor Ind. Estate 
Collection or delivery 
Shop open: 9am-1pm, Tues to Sat for 
collection 
In conjunction with Iain Stewart Fishmonger, 
JM Breckenridge and Glen Spean Brewery 
Great selection of meats, �sh, vegetables, 
eggs, milk, butter and �our 
Check out FB for list of details 
Order by 1pm for next day delivery 

We are publishing this information in association with Lochaber Chamber of Commerce. Featuring the businesses 
in Lochaber that are open and able to o�er vital products and services to our community during the current Covid-19 

pandemic. Many of these businesses are working under extreme pressure to bring quality products and services to 
the people of Lochaber and beyond. Please remember to exercise caution when shopping and only shop for essential 

supplies. Along with our wonderful NHS sta� and carers, our local food, fuel, news platforms and home supply 
businesses are our community champions!
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Fort William and surrounding area, Mon-Sat
Mallaig Tues & Thurs
Strontian &Acharacle Wed
Kinlochleven & Ballachulish Thurs
Spean Bridge & Roy Bridge Sat
Telephone orders: 01397 703070

IAIN STEWART FISHMONGER
Collection or delivery – Blar Mhor Ind. Estate
Open 9am-1pm Tues to Sat
lobster , langoustine , kings scallops, mussels , 
also fresh in from peterhead � sh Market
wild halibut , monk� sh , Haddock , lemon sole, 
hake, cod
Deliveries available outwith these hours
Check out Facebook for updates
Tel orders: 07795 232324

THE WILDCAT
Fort William
Open 11am-4pm
Tues, Thurs, Sat
Doors closed but we will assist at the door
Usual selection of declicous vegan food
Ordering in advance helps.
Wildcat.groceries@gmail.com

FOOD LOCHABER
We're back soon!  
Orders for locally grown fresh produce open 
on Thursday 23rd April, and we'll deliver 
safely to your doorstep on the 30th. There's 
never been a more important time to shop 
locally and support small scale growers in the 
community. 
Visit: www.foodlochaber.org for more info.

WILDCAT
Vegetables!
Deliveries can be arranged locally
please pre-order fruit and vegetables. Check 
FB for catalogue. Please place orders by 2pm 
Sundays for delivery to us the following 
Thursday. If you can’t collect, have a delivery 
from us on the Thursday, we can keep fruit 
and veg for you for the Saturday or following 
Tuesday.

ARDSHEALACH SMOKEHOUSE & FINE 
FOODS
Glenuig
Order online: www.smokedproduce.com
Tel: 01687 470266

NEVIS BAKERY
Fort William shop closed to the public but 
products available from Road to the Isles � lling 
station, Spar Claggan, Grange Stores, Co-op 
stores in Caol, Corpach and Mallaig
Tel: 01397 772087

BUILDING, PLUMBING, DIY SUPPLIES

LBS
the shop � oor is closed to non-sta� . emailed 
orders/ enquiries preferred. 
alternatively by phone 
sales@lochaberdiy.co.uk or 01397 700350
orders will be left out the back of our yard at a 
pre-arranged time.
deliveries may be possible but please enquire 
� rst. we will try our best to accommodate.

H.I.S 
Call/email to order then collect
Open 8am-5pm Mon-Fri for collections
Telephone your order ahead on 01397 705159
Visit: www.hisltd.co.uk

MACTAVISH PLUMBING & HEATING
Open for emergency call-outs
Tel: 07547 237737

GARAGES 

FORT WILLIAM TYRE SERVICES
Open for essential workers and commercial 
freight organisations
Tel: 01397 700277 or 07702 433 495

MCCONECHY’S TYRES & EXHAUSTS
Open as usual Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm
Sat 8.30am-12.30pm
Social distancing measures in place
Tel: 01397 706197
Email: fort-william@mcconechys.co.uk
www.mcconechys.co.uk

FUEL/SERVICE STATIONS

BP ROAD TO THE ISLES
Open 7 days, 24 hours
Jet wash, shop and o�  license
Tel: 01397 703406

ESSO GARAGE
Open 24 hours, 7 days
Tel: 01397 702706

GLEANERS
(Ben Nevis Filling Station Fort William and 
Onich Services)
Tel: 01397 702346 ahead of travelling for 
opening hours

MORRISONS SERVICE STATION
Open 6.30am-10.30pm, 
Tel: 01397 700333
GLENCOE FILLING STATION
Open 7 days 8am-6.30pm (from 10am Sun)
Tel: 01855 811308

THE FERRY STORES & KILCHOAN FILLING 
STATION
Open Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm, 
For all your essential supplies.
Free local delivery.
Tel: 01972 510201

JOHNSTON BROS FILLING STATION, 
MALLAIG
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm
Tel: 01687 462 215

MORAR MOTORS
Car hire, breakdown and recovery
Car Hire 01687 462118
Recovery 01687 462118
E. morarmotors@aol.com (Mallaig)
E. contact@morarmotorskyel.. (Kyle)

STRONTIAN FILLING STATION
Open Mon-Sat 8am-7pm. Sun 10.30am-6pm
Tel: 01967 402135 

TAXIS
For essential travel only:
A&A TAXIS
Available 24/7
Tel: 01397 701702

SPEEDERS CABS
Available 24/7
Tel: 01397 704000

CHEMIST & HEALTHCARE

BOOTS THE CHEMIST 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5.30pm
Please call ahead to ensure repeat prescrip-
tions are ready
Tel: 01397 705143

CONVENIENCE STORES/ NEWSAGENTS

STRONTIAN STORES
Free delivery for those unable to leave their 
homes
Telephone orders to 01967 402268
Email strontiashop@gmail.com

SPAR
Claggan and Grange Road
Open 8am-9pm, 7 days
Fruit, veg, meat, lottery, wines, beers and 
spirits
Tel: 01397 702558 – Claggan
Tel: 01397 705562 – Grange Road

PET SUPPLIES

DIRECT PET SUPPLIES/PETSTOP
Open Tuesday - 9:00am until 5:30pm
Thursday - 9:00am until 5:30pm
Saturday - 10:00am until 5:00 pm
Social distancing measures in place
Tel: 01397 700715 

SHOPS & ONLINE SHOPPING 

GLEN SPEAN BREWERY
Message via Facbook page for delivery to your 
door all around Lochaber
See FB for full menu and pricelist
www.glenspeanbrewing.com

GREAT GLEN CHARCUTERIE
Delivered to your door
Check FB for recipe ideas and updates
www.greatglencharcuterie.com 
Use code FREEDELIVERY for orders over £20
Tel: 01397 712121

SKIRR SKINCARE
Skirr is the sustainable solution for adven-
ture and endurance athletes who love na-
ture and the outdoors.
www.skirrskin.co.uk
Tel: 07709014479

EMPORIUM OF WORLDLY GOODS
We are delivering to the local area for free 
(minimum order £10, Fort William to Corpach 
to Torlundy) or you can collect food, soaps, 
disinfectant, essential oils, or anything else 
you might need, from the shopfront by 
appointment
Visit FB page for details on how to order online
 

THE HIGHLAND SOAP COMPANY
Beautiful selection of handmade soaps, 
candles, bath, body and skincare products
www.highlandsoaps.com 

MARSHALL & PEARSON
Telephone orders taken on Wednesday 
between 10am and 12pm for same day 
delivery.
Order on 01397 700500
Enquiries via messenger

THE GRANITE HOUSE
Lots of games and toys, books and more
FREE local delivery on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Saturdays (check FB page for delivery 
areas on these days)
Email gillian@granithousefortwilliam.co.uk
Visit www.granitehousefortwilliam.co.uk

OTHER INFO FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICES

FOODBANK BALLACHULISH
Visit FB page for more information FB: 
Covid-19: Ballachulish Community Support
New foodbank at the Ballachulish Village Hall 
on Fridays 12PM-2pm

FOODBANK LOCHABER
Tel: 01397 700212/077785 03276
www.lochaberfoodbank.org
FB: lochaberfoodbank

OFF BEAT BIKES
Bike Hire & Shop
Open Mon, Wed, Fri 12pm-4pm
or by appointment only

LOCHABER CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
We are still working, although we are working 
from home we are still here for you.
Due to COVID-19, we are running a reduced 
service. To help keep you and our sta�  safe, 
our bureau will only be operating a telephone 
and email advice service. Tel: 01397 705311 
(10 am to 4 pm), Email: adviser@lochaberCAB.
casonline.org.uk

TRAVEL & TRANSPORT

SHIEL BUSES AND CITYLINK 
Both companies continue to run reduced 
timetable for essential journeys
www.shielbuses.co.uk
www.citylink.co.uk

Information correct at time of going to press. Check 
www.obantimes.co.uk/openforbusiness for updated 
information. This page will run in the Lochaber Times every 
week for as long as necessary - printed information will be 
updated weekly.

KINDLY SPONSORED BY

PROUD TO BE PART 
OF THE LOCHABER 
COMMUNITY



Lochaber Times
Thursday 30 April 202024 OPEN FOR BUSINESS

At Lochaber Chamber of Commerce 
we’re working hard to support our 
member businesses � nd access to 
the assistance and advice they need 
to help them adapt to drastically 
changed circumstances and cope 
with the challenges of keeping 
business going now and beyond.

No matter what size and type of 
business, we know that access to 
the right help at the right time is 
crucial. Time is of the essence – 
some of the assistance available to 
business is not yet open for applica-

tions but small business grants and 
business interruption loans are now 
available for applications. If you’re 
in business, make sure you know 
what help is available by getting in 
touch with Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce and checking our daily 
updated ‘COVID-19 business info’ 
at www.lochaberchamber.co.uk. 
Small business grants
To apply go to https://www.
highland.gov.uk/coronavirus/busi-
nessgrant and be sure to include all 
the relevant information to make 
sure there are no delays to your 
application. � ese grants are now 
available to those who run self-ca-
tering accommodation, provided 
receipts represent a primary source 
(for example, one third or more) of 
earnings for the ratepayer and the 

accommodation was let for 140 
or more days in the � nancial year 
2019-2020. � e Highland Council 
aims to make payment within 10 
working days of receipt of a fully 
completed application. 
Coronavirus business interrup-
tion loans
� e Coronavirus Business 
Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) 
is open for applications. It supports 
term loans, overdra� s, invoice 
� nance and more. It can provide fa-
cilities of up to £5 million for small-
er businesses across the UK who 
are experiencing lost or deferred 
revenues, leading to disruptions to 
their cash� ow.  � e Government 
will pay the interest and fees on the 
loan for the � rst 12 months. � ere is 
also a Coronavirus Large Business 

Interruption Loan Scheme availa-
ble for larger businesses. 
Help with paying employees
� e Government’s Covid-19 Job 
Retention Scheme will pay 80% 
of furloughed employee wages, 
up to a maximum of £2,500 pcm.  
Employees must be furloughed (put 
on temporary leave of absence) for 
a minimum of three weeks. � is 
scheme opened last week. Apply 
at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
cla im-for-wages-t hrough-t he-
coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
Help for the self-employed
A taxable grant of 80% of average 
earnings over the last three years 
(up to a maximum of £2,500 pcm, 
and available for businesses with 
a trading pro� t of up to £50,000 
per year). Businesses can carry on 

doing business when in receipt of 
the grant. � is will not be available 
until June – you don’t have to do 
anything. HMRC will contact 
eligible businesses directly. � e 
self-employed are encouraged to 
apply for universal credit as soon 
as possible for assistance until the 
grants are available.
Helpful resources
 Scottish Government Business 
Support Helpline:  0300 303 0660 
(Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 
5:30pm)

 � e Highland Council Advice 
Helpline: 0300 303 1362 (Monday 
to Friday 8am-6pm)

 HMRC Tax Helpline: 0800 015 
9559 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 
8pm and Saturday, 8am to 4pm)

 Findbusinesssupport.gov.scot

It is a well-known phrase that ‘ne-
cessity is the mother of invention’ 
and that’s exactly what is happen-
ing across all sectors of industry at 
the moment as businesses work to 
adapt their o� ering to current and 
future circumstances. 

It’s not always possible, but where 
they can, businesses are taking 
their work online, identifying new 
audiences and/or altering their 
business model to keep their busi-
ness going. Resilience and creative 
thinking are at the heart of what 
businesses are doing. 

Some local food and drink 
providers, such as Glen Spean 
Brewery, Lochaber Larder and Iain 
Stewart Fishmonger, are � nding 
ways to come together to o� er a 
home delivery service to reach 
their customers. 

� e Food Lochaber initiative 
from Lochaber Environmental 
Group has already been using 
this kind of approach to stimulate 
the production and consumption 
of local food in the region by 
encouraging partnerships between 
residents and retail with local 
producers who employ sustainable 

traditional cro� ing practices 
and organic principles. Working 
together can be the key to creating 
new opportunities for existing 
businesses.

� is same approach to thinking 
di� erently has led to the creation 
of the upcoming Highland Food 
and Drink Club (HFDC).

During the current climate which 
has le�  the food and drink sector 
vulnerable, the consumer journey 

has taken a sudden change. As we 
are no longer currently able to eat 
out, restaurants, cafes and bars 
are closed, and many businesses 
have had to adapt to keep their 
businesses alive. 

� e HFDC are looking at ways 
to start their innovative journey to 
help businesses get back on their 
feet and thrive as we continue 
to cope with the e� ects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

� e Highland Food and Drink 
Club will be an online larder, a 
directory o� ering its audience a 
signpost to exactly what quality 
food and drink produce exists 
within the Highlands and Moray. 

� e club is a platform, which 
will be a community for all, o� ers 
di� erent levels of membership 
available to support the growth 
of the sector, and will be visible 
to a worldwide audience by the 

click of a button. � e initiative, 
supported through the Regional 
Food Fund, has been recognised 
and received support from the 
Scottish Government, with Fergus 
Ewing, Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Economy and Tourism, stating: 
‘Innovative projects such as the 
Highland Food and Drink Club 
help grow our local economies and 
promote the availability and im-
portance of locally produced and 
locally sourced food and drink.  

‘In these challenging times, the 
local approach is even more im-
portant and I very much welcome 
the launch of their market research 
to help stand them in best shape 
for recovering from this crisis. 

‘I would encourage all food and 
drink producers in the Highlands 
to take part in the survey.’

� e team behind the club are 
calling all the food and drink 
businesses whether a producer 
or in retail to take two to three 
minutes of their time to complete 
the survey – which can be found 
at highlandfoodanddrinkclub.
com – to help assess where support 
is needed.

Lockdown highlights 
the importance of ‘local’

The Highland 
Food and 
Drink Club 
will be an 
online larder 
and directory 
to the quality 
seafood on 
o� er in their 
area, such 
as this tasty 
platter from 
Crannog 
Restaurant in 
Fort William.
Photograph: Crannog 

Restaurant
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SPORT

West Highland weather is 
o� en unkind to cricket lovers 
so, while enjoying some rare 
warm, sunny days, the absence 
of the sound of leather on 
willow is even more heart-
breaking for fans of the sport.

� e 2020 season should have 
started, with Fort Augustus 
Cricket Club playing its � rst 
North of Scotland Cricket 
Association league � xtures.

� eir neighbours in Fort 
William obviously have a 

New start for Highland 
club – but no cricket 

crystal ball – they are taking a 
year out to rebuild the club on 
and o�  the � eld.

Cricket has a long history in 
the area. � e game was played 
locally in the 19th century, but 
club cricket was only revived 
in 2005.

Fort William Cricket Club 
joined the North of Scotland 
Cricket Association and had 
early success in the reserve 
league before entering the 
senior league.

Some games were played at 
the former Abbey ground in 
Fort Augustus, a beautiful 
setting, and three years ago 

it seemed there was su�  cient 
interest to form a separate club 
in the Highland village.

� e Santon Group helped 
renovate and convert � e 
Abbey at Fort Augustus into 
� e Highland Club and, being 
massive cricket fans, o� ered 
generous support and encour-
agement, and with the added 
support of Fort Augustus and 
Glenmoriston Community 
Company a new cricket club 
was established there.

With a new all-weather wick-
et, the club attracted players of 
all ages.

Mark Dallas, site manager of 

the Highland Club, is one of 
those new to cricket.

‘It’s been great for us and the 
village,’ he said. ‘Seeing the 
cricket � eld used again, seeing 
youngsters learning skills and 
using our facilities is brilliant.’

Mark and his sta�  have put 
time and energy into keeping 
the pitch in top condition and 
have helped build storage and 
changing areas. Without them,  
there would be no club.

� ere is a great relationship 
with Kilchuimen Academy 
and the club o� ers regular 
sessions with the support of 
Cricket Scotland coach Alex 

Green who added: ‘I always en-
joy coaching at Fort Augustus. 
� e enthusiasm and support 
from the school and players 
makes it worthwhile.’

As a result of social distanc-
ing rules, everything has been 
put on hold, however the club 
is keen to attract new players 
for when the lockdown is li� ed.

Club secretary Peter Short 
added: ‘A� er all these years, 
it has taken coronavirus to 
do what even the rain cannot 
achieve, a summer without 
cricket. Cricket Scotland will 
meet again on May 7 to review 
the chances of playing cricket 

this summer, but everything 
depends on how we de-escalate 
from lockdown. Anyone who 
wants to play cricket when we 
do start up again should get in  
touch and join our dream of 
playing the best of games.’

For more information call 
Peter Shepherd on 07585 
927045 or follow the club on 
Facebook.

St Augustus players enjoy time on the pitch pre-lockdown. 

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk


