
In these uncertain and ev-
er-changing times, � e Oban 
Times would like to take this 
opportunity to speak to you 
our readers and advertisers 
directly.

We know many of you 
are naturally anxious and 
concerned for family and 
friends as our daily lives are 
impacted by the e� ects of the 
coronavirus.

� e speed of change has le�  
many of us reeling.

� is newspaper has been at 
the heart of our communities 
for nearly 160 years. We have 
brought vital information 
during times of di�  culty and 
upheaval and have been there 
in the good times, celebrating 
and reporting on your achieve-
ments and successes.

And � e Oban Times and its 
sta�  are determined that de-
spite these challenging times, 
however long they last, we will 
continue to be there for you, 
producing your newspaper as 
normal, despite the di�  culties.

We will also be working 
closely with the business 
community to ensure all our 
businesses are supported.
� e Oban Times will still be 
published every week and 

we will continue to o� er 
postal delivery and our digital 
page-turning version. We will 
also ensure our website is kept 
as up to date as possible.

You may see a change in the 
number of pages and the mix 
of content as the situation 
develops but, as you would 
expect, we will give the fullest 
possible coverage on COVID-
19-related news, particularly 
as it impacts our communities. 

And we will ensure all break-
ing and urgent coronavirus 
information is available on our 
website free of charge.

Wherever possible we will 
still carry all the other stories 
you have come to expect from 
� e Oban Times but clearly 
some content will be scaled 
back as events are cancelled 
or postponed and services are 
suspended due to the virus.

However, we will be here to 
take your calls and you can 
continue to contact us via 
email to let us know about the 
community initiatives that are 
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Robert MacIntyre was delighted on Monday to accept a cheque on behalf of Martyn’s Monday Club for more than 
£15,000 raised by Robert Cruikshanks, father of Oban man Martyn who took his own life in May 2018, from the sale 
of his Ootmahoosewindae wildlife calendars. Full story, turn to page nine.

Golf ace Bob supports Martyn’s Monday Club

We are here for you...
by Susan Windram
editor@obantimes.co.uk

The Oban Times 
is determined to 
be here for you, 
producing your 
newspaper as normal
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being organised to help others 
get through the weeks ahead as 
normal life is put on hold.

� is situation is unprece-
dented and all the uncertainty 
can be frightening, but we will 

get through this, together. We 
have incredible communities 
where people look out for each 
other and we know that during 
this di�  cult time that will be 
as true as ever.

So take care of each other and 
please keep in touch with our 
dedicated team who will be 
doing all we can to provide you 
with an Oban Times on which 
you can continue to depend.

 Corran Halls 
18th – 20th March 

Scottish charity number: SC025659   

CANCELLED
Oban FM’s 
� rst step 
on Road to 
Rock� eld
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Lorn Medical Centre ahead of latest government advice
GPs and practice nurses from Lorn 
Medical Centre handled more 
than 250 telephone consultations 
yesterday and less than 20 face-
to-face contacts in a bid to keep 
coronavirus at bay.

In the last two weeks, the well-pre-
pared centre in Soroba Road, Oban, 
has completely changed the way it 
provides its service and is ahead 
of government advice, says the 
centre’s Dr Erik Jespersen.

He also said the medical centre 
could not emphasise enough the 
importance of social distancing 
and following the latest self-isola-
tion guidance.

Dr Jespersen contacted � e Oban 
Times to help spread the word that 
Lorn Medical Centre wanted to 
reassure all its 1,1000 patients that 
it was taking ‘every precaution to 
keep them and its sta�  safe’.

� e centre is also working with 
its neighbouring surgeries on the 
mainland  and Mull and Iona to 
share ideas and support each other.

‘We have moved to telephone � rst 
for all contacts with the surgery. 
So please do not walk through the 
door, give us a call � rst. We are well 
prepared and ahead of the latest 
government advice,’ he said.

And he has praised receptionists 
for handling hundreds of calls a 
day and ‘doing an amazing job’, 
also thanking patients for being 
understanding.

‘Lots of comments about how 

grateful and understanding the 
patients have been – so thank you!’ 
he added.

� ere are seven telephone lines 
coming into the medical centre 
building but it is hard to get through 
sometimes.

� e advice is do not phone if you 
have a minor illness and instead 
use the NHS Inform website for 
guidance.

If you are feeling unwell or getting 
worse then continue to phone the 
medical centre, do not delay.

‘To keep lines free, some of the 
GPs and nurses are using their mo-
biles with number withheld, so if 
you are expecting a call back please 

make sure it can get through,’ said 
Dr Jespersen.

Only two people at a time are 
allowed in the Boots pharmacy next 
to the medical centre to try and 
prevent the virus from spreading. 
� ere is no restriction at the George 
Street Boots store but that might 
change as the  situation is ‘under 
review’.

On Seil, Easdale Medical Practice 
is also pushing the ‘phone � rst’ 
message and is o� ering telephone 
consultation with its GPs when-
ever possible. It is still dispensing 
prescriptions but is asking people 
to wave through the window 
rather than walking in so the med-

ication can be brought out instead. 
Taynuilt Medical Practice are also 
implementing a telephone triage 
system. All patients who contact 
the practice will be phoned back 
by a GP, who will assess and give a 
face to face appointment if needed. 
� e situation is being reviewed on 
a daily basis to ensure its patients, 
including those at the Connel and 
Dalmally sites, have the best possi-
ble care.

Visitors are being encouraged 
to stay away from Oban’s Lorn 
& Islands Hospital and the vol-
unteer-run trolley service on the 
wards has been stopped.

NHS Highland is also warning 

outpatient appointments might be 
replaced by a telephone or video 
consultation, or postponed to a lat-
er date. Alerts will be sent by phone 
or post. � e decision to delay or use 
telephone or video is being made 
by the clinical team involved in the 
patient’s care. 

‘Please do not phone the outpa-
tient department or the clinical 
teams as they will be in contact 
with you as soon as possible,’ said 
an NHS spokesperson.

Health and social care bosses are 
being called on to test careworkers 
for the coronavirus.

Concerns are growing that small 
teams caring for elderly across 
the Oban area could be hit hard if 
workers have to self-isolate.

If a family member has coronavi-
rus symptoms, the carer must take 
two weeks away from work before 
being able to return.

Carrgomm’s manager said: ‘If we 
had the testing we could potentially 
reduce that time. We had hoped 
all care workers would be tested 
but that’s not the case. � e lack of 
testing is a major issue.’

Other care service providers in 
our area are Care Plus and Oban 
Community Carers.

All Healthy Options classes have 
now been cancelled, initially until 
Monday April 20. Updates will be 
posted on lornhealthyoptions.co.uk 
and its facebook page at facebook.
com/healthyoptionsloho/

Healthy Option clients will still 
receive phone calls, emails and texts 
for encouragement and there is a 
plan to set up a WhatsApp group.

 
 
 
 

Lorn Medical Centre gets the Phone First message across.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Residential Property
Home Reports • Valuations • Energy Reports
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Lorn Medical Centre ahead of latest government advice
Two schools 
close for    
deep clean 

Communities rally support to fight coronavirus

Tiree High School and 
Dervaig Primary on 
Mull were closed on 
Monday and Tuesday 
this week following 
a suspected case of 
COVID-19 in each of 
the schools.

�e schools were 
closed to allow both to 
be given a deep clean.

An Argyll and Bute 
Council spokesperson 
told �e Oban Times: 
‘�e safety of everyone 
using the schools is our 
priority, so they will be 
shut while we carry out 
a deep clean.’

For more information 
about COVID-19 
visit the NHS Inform 
website or call 0800 
028 2816.

Communities are rallying 
round to support the vulner-
able and elderly at risk.

A number of volunteer 
groups have been set up via 
social media to give practical 
support from doorstep deliv-
eries of provisions to picking 
up prescriptions.

Donations for people need-
ing help in the Oban area 

can be dropped o� at Hope 
Kitchen in Soroba Road.

Information at Helping 
Oban covid19 on Facebook 
is also including helpful 
updates.

And a number of stores 
and businesses are o�ering 
help such as free deliver-
ies-to-the-door – they include 
Balvicar Stores on Seil and 

Soroba Shop. Ardanaiseig 
Hotel at Kilchrenan is help-
ing its elderly neighbours 
by delivering a free evening 
dinner. All the hotel needs is 
a call before 3pm on the day 
to put in an order.  ‘�ese are 
unprecedented times and we 
are a close knit community; 
let’s stick together and get 
through this together,’ said 

the hotel team. On Seil, 
names are being collected by 
the community council to 
create a directory of volun-
teers. Kilmore and Kilbride 
Community Council will be 
posting a Facebook update 
this week on what support is 
available to people who need 
to self-isolate in their area.

And in Mull a website 

called mullhealth.com has 
been launched to help the 
island people and businesses 
get through the COVID-19 
virus. 

As well as giving links to 
o�cial advice, the pages share 
lots of other information 
from the community – even 
a tip how to make your own 
cleaning solution.

Oban Phoenix Cinema has 
decided to keep its doors 
open for the foreseeable 
future.

Directors of the communi-
ty-owned picture house met 
on Monday night to discuss 
their options in light of the 
coronavirus outbreak.

Phoenix manager Jennifer 
Larney said: ‘We are current-
ly open and are keeping an 
eye on how things develop 
day to day. We have taken all 
reasonable precautions to 
keep both ourselves and our 
customers as safe as we can.

‘Please remember 
handwashing and sanitising 
are essential at this time, 
especially in public areas.

‘We are taking advice from 
the UK government as to 
how long we should remain 
open and or when we 
should close.

‘Please keep an eye on 
the website and Facebook 
page as well as The Oban 
Times for updates about the 
cinema.

‘Thank you for supporting 
us in these di�cult days.’

One of the options mooted 
at the meeting was to 
separate cinema goers by 
only using one in four seats.

z This information was 
correct at the time of 
going to print. Visit www.
obantimes.co.uk for the 
latest updates.

z Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival: ‘It 
is with regret that we have de-
cided to cancel the Highlands 
and Islands Music and Dance 
Festival for this year but 
under the prevailing cir-
cumstances there is no other 
option. It is hoped that the 
Highland Dancing Scottish 
Area Finals and Scottish 
Choreography Challenge will 
take place towards the end of 
the year.

‘Convenors will be contact-
ing competitors regarding 
this and refunding their 
fees which can be done by 
bank transfer by contacting 
treasurer@obanfestival.org. 
We are hoping that sponsors 
will wish to have their dona-
tions carried forward to next 
year, but if not they may also 
contact the treasurer.

‘We will draw the ra�e, 
as stated, on Sunday May 3 
probably at Oban FM. As 
funds will be required for 
next year’s event we hope that 
people will continue to buy 
the tickets.

‘We are most grateful to all 
who have supported us and 
look forward to planning the 
2021 event.’

z Oban and Lorne 
Strathspey and Reel Society: 
‘We regret that this year’s 
Fiddlers’ Rally concert has 
been postponed but it is 
hoped that, if possible, it will 
be rescheduled later in the 
year when we hope to see our 
regular and loyal supporters.  
In the meantime,  weekly 
rehearsals have also been 
suspended.

z Oban Music Society has 
been in touch to say all con-
certs in St John’s Cathedral 
are cancelled until further 
notice. �e inaugural season 
on the Netherlorn Music 
Scheme is also cancelled.

Oban Pride: ‘It is with heavy 
hearts that the committee 
have decided to postpone 

the next Oban Pride, until 
2021. �is decision has been 
made to ensure the health 
and wellbeing of all of the 
general public attending, our 
volunteers and artists. In all 
we do, this is of the upmost 
importance.

‘We want to take this 
opportunity to send our best 
wishes to everyone a�ected 
by COVID-19 and extend our 
solidarity in the weeks and 
months to come.

‘Oban Pride are looking for-
ward to bringing a fabulous 
Pride to Oban and surround-
ing areas and would like to 
thank you for your continued 
support.’

z Oban Pride Business 
and Community meeting 
(�ursday, March 19) 
– cancelled.

z Oban Squash Club PSA 
Satellite competition (March 
27-29) – cancelled

z Oban Sportive (Saturday, 
May 9 and Sunday, May 10) 
– cancelled

z Mull Museum –closed
z Mull Music Festival 

(�ursday, April 23-Sunday, 
April 26) – ‘It is with great 
disappointment that we have 
to postpone this year’s Mull 
Music Festival. With COVID- 
19 and the up and coming 
threat of closures throughout 
the licensing trade and with 
our health concerns for our 
customers and elderly island-
ers it has been decided to put 
this event on hold. We ask 
for your understanding and 
continued support for Mull 
and this event in the future.’

Screen Machine – ‘In 
response to the latest 
guidance from the Scottish 
Government, we have decid-
ed to immediately suspend 
screenings by the Screen 
Machine mobile cinema, un-
til it is clear that it will be safe 
and appropriate to resume 
touring.

‘Everyone who has booked 

Cinema 
will 
remain 
open

COVID-19: EVENTS AND ATTRACTIONS UPDATE
for screenings will receive 
a full refund in the next few 
days. We will monitor the 
national situation on a week 
by week basis, and will bring 
the Screen Machine back to 
our audiences as soon as we 
can.’

z Sea Shanty Festival 
(Friday, June 5-Sunday, June 
7) – cancelled.

Music events around the 
region are being put on 
hold until further notice. 
T18_Mull Music Festival 3
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Oban Youth Cafe and 
Keep Oban Beautiful were 
among eight organisations 
to miss out on Supporting 
Communities funding.

Isle of Luing Community 
Trust, Oban Mòd Academy 
and the town’s Gaelic choir 
were also losers in the latest 
handout of funding, as were 
Benderloch’s Bookends 
project, Appin Community 
Development Trust and Air 
Ghleus.

Highlighting the youth cafe 
and the keep tidy project, 
Councillor Julie McKenzie 
raised concerns that both 
had links to areas which had 
su� ered council cuts.

As council funding gets 
tighter, the demand for grants 
is getting bigger, members of 
Oban Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee heard last week.

‘We have people like Keep 

Oban Beautiful and Oban 
Youth Cafe which  are deliv-
ering services where there 
have been cuts and we have 
not been given grants,’ said 
Councillor McKenzie, who 
added: ‘Community groups 
will be le�  to pick up the 
pieces.’

� e 20 applicants requested 
a total of £43,941.

� ere were 12 lucky appli-
cants vying for a share of the 
£24,670 pot.

Connel Community Hall 
will receive £400, Friends of 
St Conan’s Kirk will receive 
£2,500, the same amount will 
go to Friends of the Argyll 
Papers and Highlands and 
Islands Music and Dance 
Festival and £1,225 will go to 
Isle of Kerrera Development 
Trust.

Another £2,500 each will 
go to Kilmore and Kilbride 

Public Hall, Mull and Iona 
Community Trust and Mull 
Safe and Sound.

Oban and District Access 
Panel will receive £1,972, 
with £2,500 going to Ross of 
Mull and Iona Community 
Transport Scheme and 
South West Mull and 
Iona Development. � e 
WorkingRite project will get 
£1,073.

Footprint Alba was granted 
a request to carry forward 
unspent funding from last 
year to install beach boards 
in Oban reminding the pub-
lic about marine litter and 
encouraging litter picks.

Glencruitten Cathedral of 
Trees had asked if its 2019 
windfall could also be carried 
forward to this year but was 
turned down and will be 
invited to reapply when it is 
ready to spend the money.

Eco pupils are calling for a 
meeting with councillors to 
� nd out how ‘passionate’ 
they are about saving the 
planet.

A deputation of Oban 
High School pupils met 
the chairwoman of Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee, Councillor 
Elaine Robertson, before 

last week’s meeting at the 
Corran Halls. Councillor Rob-
ertson described the pupils 
as ‘very alert and interesting’ 
and congratulated them on 
taking the initiative to get in 
touch.

The plan was for coun-
cillors to meet the young 
people before the end of the 
term with as many elected 

representatives attending as 
possible, she said.

On the agenda when they 
do meet will be the lack of 
recycling bins in streets and 
green spaces in the town.

‘They want to � nd out 
if councillors are similarly 
passionate about averting 
the climate crisis,’ said 
Councillor Robertson.

Eco pupils demand planet-saving meeting

Winners and losers for grant cash

Groups and organisations 
have been in touch with � e 
Oban Times to ensure readers 
are updated with the latest 
information.

Argyll Talking 
Newspapers
Argyll Talking Newspapers 
will suspend its operation 
with immediate e� ect.

� e charity, which reads 
local newspapers throughout 
Argyll and Bute, will provide 
listeners this coming weekend 
(March 20-21) with its usual 
USB sticks with a recorded 
message explaining the deci-
sion. A� er that there will be 
no further recordings until 
further notice.

Speaking on behalf of the 
charity, chairman Robin 
Finlay said: ‘� is has been a 
di�  cult decision. So many 
people rely on us to keep 
them up to date with what is 
happening in their area. � is 
decision has been taken in 
light of ongoing government 
and medical advice and with 
input also from the Talking 
Newspapers Federation.’

Atlantis Leisure
As a key social gathering 

hub for the Oban and Lorn 
community, Atlantis Leisure 
has taken its responsibility 
to respond proactively to the 
evolving Coronavirus situa-
tion very seriously:

‘Our priority is the health 
and wellbeing of the commu-
nity which we serve – with 
each decision being made 
to protect this as much as 
possible.

‘Atlantis remains open to the 
public as normal. However, 
you will notice an increase in 
the diligence and frequency 
with which we clean and 
disinfect the centre – and we 
would ask you to help us in 
this by wiping down pieces of 
equipment a� er use with the 
wipes and cleaning materials 
available.

‘� e situation is developing 
very quickly, with fresh 
advice and information being 
issued daily. As such, we are 
reviewing individual events 
and activities on a case by case 
basis as relevant guidance is 
given.

‘Please keep a close eye on all 
Atlantis information outlets 
including our own social me-
dia, � e Oban Times online 
and Oban FM bulletins – we 
will issue updates across all 

of these as and when changes 
to our programme come into 
e� ect. It is very likely that 
changes, postponements and 
cancellations will be made.’

CalMac
More than 3,000 CalMac 
customers have cancelled 
bookings since February, with 
1,405 cancellations made in 
the � rst two weeks of March,   
more than doubling the 2019 
March � gure of 557.

CalMac says it is working 
closely with Transport 
Scotland, the Scottish 
Government’s Resilience 
Team and Health Protection 
Scotland to stay on top of the 
latest advice and Government 
guidance.

� e latest COVID-19  advice 
is being included as part of the 
safety brie� ng before every 
sailing, any uncovered food 
is now being removed from 
display and menu o� erings 
scaled down. Every two hours, 
surface areas are being wiped 
down on board and on the 
smaller ferries, all passengers 
are being recommended to 
stay in their cars.

Until May 31 2020, people 
can cancel any planned book-
ings without having to pay a 

fee, as long as the cancellation 
is made in advance of the sail-
ing. Go to calmac.co.uk/faqs/
online-amendments or get in 
touch on 0800 066 5000.

Churches
From this Sunday onwards no 
corporate worship gathering 
will take place at Oban Baptist 
Church’s Albany Street site – 
all Sunday AM services will 
be hosted online until further 
notice.

St John’s Cathedral will be 
posting a regular re� ection 
or short time of prayer for 
people to use at home should 
they wish to do so. � is will be 
updated each week.  

Oban and Lorn 
Tourism Alliance/
BID4Oban
OLTA members and 
BID4Oban members are 
being encouraged to be � ex-
ible as coronavirus measures 
bring uncertainty to Scottish 
tourism.

� e e� ect of the coronavirus 
pandemic on Scottish tourism 
is hard to predict, but OLTA’s 
director of marketing, Linda 
Battison is urging members 

to be � exible and responsive 
in the light of the current 
situation.

She said: ‘� e safety of those 
in the industry and our valued 
guests is paramount.

‘We ask all our members to 
follow current government ad-
vice. � e cancellation of large 
gatherings and the potential 
impact of any further travel 
restrictions will undoubtedly 
a� ect future bookings.’

Andrew Spence, CEO of 
Oban’s Business Improvement 
District (BID4Oban) com-
mented: ‘Both OLTA and 
BID4Oban are looking to 
work with members and are 
open to any ideas from all sec-
tors of the tourism and busi-
ness organisations as to how 
we can alleviate the current 
situation. In the meantime, 
we ask all our levy payers to 
follow current guidance to 
minimise the spread of the 
virus.’

Oban High School
In light of the move to the 
delay phase of managing the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic in the UK, head 
teacher Peter Bain and his 
sta�  are liaising with the 
education authority and 

other head teachers across the 
country and are continuing to 
discuss regularly and plan for 
the impact of the pandemic.

� e Scottish Government 
and the NHS have con� rmed 
there is no need at this stage 
to close schools. Parents will 
be alerted immediately if this 
advice changes.

University of the 
Highlands and 
Islands/SAMS
� e wellbeing of students, 
sta�  and visitors to UHI’s 
many campuses across the 
university partnership is its 
priority.

All 14 principals of the 
university and the colleges 
and research institutions 
which make up the university 
partnership met  on Monday, 
March 16 to coordinate a re-
sponse to the current corona-
virus (COVID-19) pandemic.

� e partnership has subse-
quently decided to suspend 
face-to-face teaching at all 
centres from 5pm on Tuesday 
to help reduce the spread of 
coronavirus within the com-
munity. � is will continue 
until further notice.

COVID-19: ORGANISATIONS FROM OBAN AND ARGYLL RESPOND

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
YOURSELF!
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Street lighting – or the lack of 
it – in Oban has come under 
� re from one of the town’s 
business leaders.

Andrew Spence, chief 
executive of BID4Oban, has 
criticised the maintenance 
of streetlights, which he 
says is causing poor lighting 
throughout the town at night.

Mr Spence said he had 
noted 20 broken streetlights 
in the town and has identi� ed 
the worst street to be Soroba 
Road, which has seven lights 
not working.

Argyll Square, William 
Street and Market Street are 
also down as areas of concern.

Mr Spence said: ‘� is has 
been an ongoing problem 
since November, so we really 
need a bit of traction on it.

‘My main concern would 
be for the safety of people 

at night and the aesthetic of 
the town, especially in some 
of the busier areas. It doesn’t 
particularly portray the town 
in a good light.

‘From the point of view of 
safety, it’s creating some re-
ally dark areas. People won’t 
be able to see where they are 
going, so it could be an issue.’

Mr Spence expressed his 
hope that the situation is 

resolved for the start of the 
tourist season.

Councillor Kieron Green 
told � e Oban Times that 
current upgrades to the 
town’s lighting meant 
maintenance work had fallen 
behind.

He said: ‘� e council is 
currently carrying out work 
to replace the existing lights 
in the town centre with LED 
lights.

‘I appreciate concerns but 
while this work is being done, 
we [the council] only have 
so many people available to 
carry it out.’

He added: ‘I have mentioned 
these unacceptable delays in 
the past and it’s unfortunate  
the situation that we’re in.

‘I would encourage people 
to be patient while we work 
to upgrade the lighting in the 
town centre.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson added: ‘We 

have a small streetlighting 
team which works diligently 
to maintain Argyll and Bute 
Council’s network of more 
than 14,000 streetlights, traf-
� c lights, illuminated signs 
and bollards.

‘We are working to replace 
all of Oban’s 1,200 luminaires 
with LEDs. � is will extend 
the lifespan of the lights, 
which saves time and money 
as they use 50 per cent less en-
ergy and need to be replaced 
less o� en.

‘Alongside that, we are 
catching up with repairing 
broken lights where we can 
and have completed 109 in 
the past four weeks alone. 
Some repairs require input 
from external parties.’

In the meantime, the coun-
cil is urging people to report 
lighting faults on its website: 
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk/transport-and-streets/
street-lighting.

Poor street lights 
come under fi re

BID4Oban chief executive 
Andrew Spence.

Plans to include new homes 
for teachers at Dunbeg

Hundreds of homes are being built at Dunbeg.

Oban High School is working 
with a Dunbeg housing 
development to get homes for 
its teachers.

Head teacher Peter Bain 
told members of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Area Committee 
that the school was already 
o� ering subsidised accom-
modation at its hostel in the 
town used by pupils from the 
islands.

He said the school was 
working with West Highland 
Housing Association and the 
building of hundreds of new 
houses at Dunbeg.

‘We’re working on a plan 
to get houses out there from 
2021,’ he said.

Tiree, where Mr Bain also 
leads the school, has a teach-
er’s house.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
had asked Mr Bain  if there 
was anything the council 
could do to help attract 
teachers to the Oban, Lorn 
and Isles area.

Mr Bain said the council 
was supportive with housing 
and also aired a new idea dur-
ing the meeting which could 
help teachers with partners 

looking for work. 
‘In terms of o� ering 

linked-up jobs, there are 
other discussions we could be 
having with other businesses 
and organisations in the town 
who have job opportunities 
coming up at the same time,’ 
he said.

He suggested creating a link 
which could be added to the 
teaching post adverts that 
would list other jobs when 
clicked on.

‘I’d be keen to explain that 
idea with local businesses 

and the community,’ added 
Mr Bain.

Last week’s meeting heard 
how the school was already 
working closely with busi-
nesses and widening pupils’ 
vocational course choices, 
including foundation appren-
ticeships where students go on 
placement in the work envi-
ronment to get quali� cations.

A recent brunch to en-
courage partnership at Tiree 
school attracted 21 businesses 
o� ering support, councillors 
were told.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Bike stolen
A red and black Onza Tyke 
trials bike was stolen from 
outside Tesco, Lochavuillan 
Road, Oban, sometime 
between 6pm and 6.20pm 
on Saturday February 29. 
Police are investigating.

Door damaged
Sometime between 9am 
on Wednesday March 4 and 
1pm on Friday March 6, on 
Polvinister Road, Oban, a 
garage door was damaged. 
It is thought a vehicle 
collided with the door and 
the driver did not stop. 
Police are investigating.

Driver charged
At 5.45pm on Sunday 
March 8, on McKelvie 
Road, Oban, a vehicle was 
stopped by police for a 
routine check and it was 
found the 34-year-old 
female driver allegedly did 
not have valid insurance. 
She was charged with 
the o� ences and a report 
will be submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

Assault
About 5.50pm on Tuesday 

March 10, on Nelson Road, 
Oban, a 24-year-old man 
allegedly assaulted a 
female, 27. The man was 
arrested and charged with 
the o� ence and a report 
will be submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

Vehicle 
damaged
Between midnight and 
7.30am on Wednesday 
March 11, on Dalintart 
Drive, Oban, a grey Vaux-
hall Corsa was damaged by 
another vehicle. 
Police are investigating.
 Anyone with informa-
tion in relation to the 
above, or to any incident, 
should contact their po-
lice on telephone number 
101 or, anonymously, 
through Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111.

POLICE FILES

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

MALLAIG HARBOUR AUTHORITY
Appointment of Non-Executi ve Board Members

Mallaig Harbour Authority is a Trust Port, managing the busy port of Mallaig, which provides 
services to the fi shing and aquaculture industry, and faciliti es to support Marine Tourism in 
the area. It also acts as a hub for onward ferry travel to Skye, The Small Isles, Knoydart and 
the Outer Hebrides. The Authority is made up of eight non-Executi ve Members and one 
Executi ve Member and has recently published a Masterplan outlining signifi cant future 
development plans.  

We are now seeking to make appointments of two non-executi ve members to the Board 
and applicati ons are invited from individuals with a keen interest in the acti viti es and 
business of the Port. 

The appointments will be for a period of three years with both appointments commencing 
in April 2020.  Posts will be part ti me, up to two days per month, and are remunerated. 

Applicati ons are invited from interested parti es from all disciplines who will be able to 
demonstrate a range of skills, att ributes and experience that will contribute to the 
functi oning of the Board. An ability to grasp complex issues quickly is important, as is 
experience of achieving results in a committ ee or board environment. 

Competencies/Skills

Applicants must be able to demonstrate the following:

• An ability and proven track record in their chosen profession or other acti viti es;  

• The ability to contribute eff ecti vely in group discussions and infl uence a wide 
range of people, including specialists and professionals;  

• The ability to analyse problems and assess evidence imparti ally, to set strategic 
directi on and criti cally assess opportuniti es and threats;

• Knowledge and interest in the local and wider community and the economic 
and social context in which the Port of Mallaig operates

The Authority is committ ed to equality of opportunity and encourages a diverse range of 
applicants and to the principle of appointment on merit with independent assessment, 
openness and transparency of process in accordance with the Guide To Good Governance 
for Trust Ports.

Further details and applicati on forms can be obtained from:

Mallaig Harbour Authority, Harbour Offi  ce, Mallaig, Inverness-shire. PH41 4QB or 
info@mallaigharbourauthority.com

Closing date for applicati ons – 2pm on Friday 3rd April 2020
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A ray of sunshine in bleak times
WHERE IS THIS?Around Oban

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.ukeditor@obantimes.co.uk

Consultation with com-
munities over ways to 
partner up and tackle winter 
maintenance is crucial, say 
councillors.

Recruiting the help of 
winter wardens based in their 
own communities could be a 
way forward to keep access 
to schools, GPs and shops 
clear of snow and ice, heard 
members of Oban Lorn and 
� e Isles Area Committee last 
week.

A review is being carried 
out of the council’s winter 
maintenance policy and 
£50,000 has been allocated 
to work with communities to 
provide a local service.

� e report, noted by the 
committee, said: ‘As part of 
the community resilience 
proposal, as an initial step 
we aim to better engage with 

communities and involve 
them in our winter mainte-
nance programme. 

‘Where possible, this 
will involve empowering 
communities to work with 
the council during winter 
weather events.’

� e council is looking to 
initiate a community resil-
ience scheme for the 2020/21 
winter season.

Winter warden schemes 
already work well in 
Aberdeenshire and Ayrshire, 
the committee heard.

Councillor Elaine 
Robertson said: ‘It’s crucial 
to consult with communities 
to look at ways of working 
in partnership over winter 
maintenance.’

Each year the council’s 
roads and infrastructure ser-
vices refresh its winter main-

tenance policy, setting out 
priorities for treatment and 
routes that will be pre-treated 
in advance of winter hazards.

Councillors’ comments will 
form part of the new 2020/21 
winter policy which is in-
tended to be presented to the 
Environment, Development 
and Infrastructure 
Committee when it meets in 
September.

Concerns were also raised 
that the number of school-
children using a route to 
get to class was part of the 
equation of prioritising roads 
being cleared. 

Twelve is the current cut o�  
number.

Oban North and Lorn 
councillor Julie McKenzie 
said no child should be dis-
advantaged when it came to 
getting to school.

Winter wardens at your service

You may be fed up with me 
droning on about what a 
great community we live in 
and are supported by, but 
I’m going to do it again.

Just when things are 
looking bleak, a wee ray of 
sunshine always pops out 
and my ray of sunshine 
this week was the group on 
Facebook called Helping 
Oban COVID-19, which 
quickly formed to help 
others who will not be able 
to get to the shops or out 
to walk their pets at the 
moment.

Once I had spotted them, 
people and businesses 
started coming out of the 
woodwork to do their wee 
bit to help out.

Specsavers is o� ering spe-
cial bookings for those who 
need to distance themselves 
from others and I’ve seen 
hotels and shops o� ering 
deliveries and hot meals to 
elderly neighbours.

Oban has a reputation for 

being friendly and hospita-
ble which is something to be 
proud of and make the most 
of when something unprec-
edented like COVID-19 
happens. 

It’s time for us all to look 
out for our neighbours and 
friends, for the older couple 
at the end of the street 
you’ve only said hello to up 
until now. It’s time to start 
conversations and check 
people have the help they 
need, even if it’s only pick-

ing up a newspaper or milk 
for someone.

It’s also time to support 
our town businesses where 
we can, to make sure they 
are still here when we are 
out and about again.

Our LoveOban Facebook 
page will be keeping you up-
to-date with what’s going on 
with shops and businesses 
and Oban What’s On will 
do its best to keep you up-
dated with what is on or o�  
as the case may be.

The photograph last week was of the sign for CGL on 
Market Street. This week’s photograph is more central.

Public services union 
UNISON is asking Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership Integrated Joint 
Board to defer its decision on 
the closure of the Knapdale 
Ward until a� er the corona-
virus crisis has passed.

A march and rally in pro-
test of the closure had been 
arranged to take place in 
Lochgilphead this Saturday, 
March 21, but has been 
cancelled following the latest 
Govenment guidelines on the 
current COVID-19 situation.

‘Now is a time to take stock 
and also people should be 
a� orded their right to dem-
ocratically protest when it is 
safe to do so,’ said UNISON 
regional organiser Simon 
Macfarlane.

‘I would ask there be a 
suspension of all current 
service reviews and low-level 
disciplinaries.

‘People’s time should not be 
devoted to these issues at this 
time of national crisis.’

A � nal decision was due 
to be made on the future of 
dementia care in Argyll and 
Bute – including the proposed 
closure of Knapdale Ward 
within Mid Argyll Hospital  
– at the next meeting of the 
board governing the region’s 

Union calls on 
IJB to postpone 
dementia 
services decision

health and social care servic-
es on Wednesday March 25.

Kieron Green, IJB chair-
man, commented: ‘At the 
moment we haven’t con-
� rmed in what form the IJB 
meeting next week will take 
place and what items it will 
be appropriate to discuss and 
take decisions on.’

A series of consultation 
meetings on the subject of 
dementia care across the 
region was held last week and 
were well-attended by a wide 
selection of interested parties.

Hosted by HSCP, the gath-
erings brought together de-
mentia su� erers, carers, NHS 
sta� , councillors, community 
councillors and many more 
to discuss issues relating to 
the potential closure of the 
Knapdale unit.

Senior sta�  from HSCP gave 
a presentation on the plans 
for dementia care, followed 
by a question and answer 
session.

Four options have been 
considered by a dementia 
services review group com-
missioned by the HSCP, with 
the preferred option being to 
move to a community care 
model, with inpatient servic-
es provided ‘out of area’. 

Knapdale ward would be 
closed. � ree community 
dementia teams would oper-
ate – one each in Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands; 
Cowal and Bute; and Lorn 
and the Isles.

Speaking at the meeting 
at Oban Community Fire 
Station, HSCP chief o�  cer 
Joanna MacDonald said the 
planned changes were ‘not 
about saving money’, adding 
the money currently used to 
run Knapdale Ward would 
be diverted to enhanced 
community teams.

According to papers pre-
sented in January to the IJB, 
the ‘re-design’ would save an 
estimated £200,000 within 
Argyll and Bute – but if 10 
patients per annum require 
inpatient care, the additional 
payment to NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde would 
potentially be £196,000.

A report based on the � nd-
ings of the consultation will 
go in front of the IJB.

‘People should be 
a� orded their right 
to democratically 
protest when                 
it is safe to do so.’

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Improve your home and well-being
with a Cairngorm conservatory

A conservatory meets all the main requirements that homeowners 
have highlighted as important elements of being happy in your home

87% of homeowners                   
say aspects of their home

contribute to their 
positive

mental health
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Argyll and Bute Rape Crisis 
had a good turnout to its 
open day, raising awareness 
of its work in Oban.

As well as drawing in 
professionals from police to 
social workers, the public 
also took the invitation to 
show   up and � nd out more 
about the service and help on 
hand at the centre supporting 
survivors of rape and sexual 
abuse.

‘We’ve had a lot of di� erent 
people coming in from 
members of the public to 
lots of professionals. It’s been 
open to everyone interested 
in what we do. It was about 
raising our pro� le, letting 
people know we are here if 
they need us and to show o�  
our new premises,’ said Jean 
Campbell from the centre.

Also calling in during the 

open day were Oban High 
School pupils Stephanie 
Bajko and Isobella MacLean, 

both 13, who are working 
on a project that could win 
the centre £3,000 of CalMac 

funding. � e pair will put 
forward a presentation all 
about the centre’s work to 

a panel of judges at the end 
of this month. Other pupils 
have chosen other causes.

Argyll and Bute Rape Crisis, 
now in new premises in High 
Street, last year   supported 
55 people, men and women, 
from Oban, its surrounding 
area and islands, including 
Mull and Tiree.

� e open day gave the 
centre’s three workers the 
opportunity to show o�  the 
ground� oor rooms used as 
con� dential space.

A £2,000 grant from the 
Oban Common Good Fund 
was used to turn one of the 
rooms at the back of the 
building into a cosy   and 
welcoming space with   nice 
lighting and a � re, and it is 
sound-proofed.

As well as the front recep-
tion area and o�  ce, another 
rear room is used for groups, 
including the service’s art 
therapy sessions.  Future 

plans include being able to 
share that space with others 
in the community.

As well as helping people 
face-to-face, people wanting 
telephone and email support 
is becoming more common. 
Currently there are 30 to 
40 people, being helped – 
mainly women but more 
men are also turning to the 
centre for support, especially 
younger ones. � e service is 
starting drop-in sessions on 
a Monday between 2pm and 
4pm where the diary will be 
kept free during those hours 
for people who want to talk, 
whether they are survivors 
themselves or are supporting 
someone who is.

Anyone over the age of 12 
and of any gender can get 
help. ‘Regardless of when it 
happened, it is never too late 
to get some support,’ said 
support and advocacy worker 
Ailsa MacEachen.

New rape crisis centre in 
Oban puts support in focus

Rape Crisis 
centre 
workers Maggie 
Dougall, Ailsa 
MacEachen and 
Jean Campbell 
at the open day 
with Oban High 
School pupils 
Stephanie Bajko 
and Isobella 
Maclean who 
are working 
on a project 
that could earn 
thousands for 
the centre’s 
work.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Police in Oban are appealing 
for information following a 
series of break-ins to com-
mercial properties.

� e incidents are believed 
to have occurred in the early 
hours of Sunday March 15.

A shop in Benderloch was 
broken into and a � ve-� gure 
sum of cigarettes and alcohol 
was stolen from the premises.

A café in Barcaldine was 
broken into and a three-� g-
ure sum of cash was stolen. 
Another shop in the same 
village was broken into, how-
ever, nothing was stolen.

� ere was also a break-in 
at a garage in Appin. A Black 
Ford Ranger, registration 
number SY18 ZST, was 
stolen, along with tools and a 
four-� gure sum of cash.

Enquiries into the incidents 
are ongoing and detectives are 
keeping an open mind as to 

whether they are connected.
CCTV enquiries show a 

male suspect in the area of the 
café in Barcaldine. He is de-
scribed as white, aged 20-30 
and around 6 �  in height. He 
was wearing a high visibility 
jacket, skip cap with a black 
snood partially covering his 
face.

Detective Constable 
Alasdair Dewar said: ‘I am 
appealing to anyone who was 
in Benderloch, Barcaldine 
and Appin in the early hours 
of Sunday March 15 to get 
in touch if they saw or heard 
anything suspicious.

‘� e male suspect seen in 
Barcaldine was wearing a 
high visibility vest so it is 
possible he may have been 
trying to pose as an o�  cial 
workman.

‘Cigarettes, alcohol and ga-
rage tools were stolen so it is 

Police appeal for witnesses 
following spate of break-ins

likely the person responsible 
will try to sell these on in the 
next few days. If someone 
approaches you o� ering to 
sell any of these items, please 
let police know.

‘� e Black Ford Ranger 
remains missing. If anyone 
has seen this vehicle, please 
report this to the police.

‘I would also ask anyone 
who may have been driving 
in any of these areas in the 
early hours of this morning to 
review their dashcam footage 
and report anything which 
may be of use to us.’

Information about these 
incidents can be provided 
to local o�  cers or to Police 
Scotland via 101, quoting 
reference number 0871 of 
March 15. If anyone wishes 
to remain anonymous, con-
tact Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

� e Royal Highland and 
Agricultural Society of 
Scotland (RHASS) announced 
on Tuesday that the 2020 Royal 
Highland Show on June 18-21 
has been cancelled. 

Commenting on the decision, 

RHASS chairman Bill Gray 
said: ‘It is with deep regret and 
huge personal disappointment 
that I con� rm the cancellation 
of the 2020 Royal Highland 
Show.  � e show is Scotland’s 
largest outdoor event attract-

ing up to 200,000 people each 
year. Plans for the 180th show 
are at an advanced stage but 
given recent and ongoing de-
velopments, the directors and 
I have taken the only course of 
action open to us.’

RHASS announces cancellation of Royal Highland Show
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Technology developed at 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) near 
Oban has helped researchers 
discover that marine organ-
isms are more sensitive to 
potentially harmful arti� cial 
light than � rst thought.

By using a super-sensitive 
light sensor developed at 
SAMS and echo sounders 
to detect the presence of 
organisms in the Barents Sea, 
they discovered that marine 
creatures – micro-organisms 
and some larger marine 
animals – are extremely 
sensitive to even the faintest 
light form. � is means light 
pollution could be a� ecting 
marine behaviour.

A team of Norwegian and 
UK researchers found that 
the smallest contact with 
light can cause creatures to 

move away from its source, 
potentially skewing scienti� c 
results and leading to calls 
for changes to be made to 
the way that Arctic marine 
populations are surveyed.

� is could also have 
drastic e� ects on  ocean 
dwellers, with  lowering  sea 
ice cover  leading to more 

light within the darkest 
reaches of the ocean, impact-
ing  the nature of  even  the 
smallest living things.  � is 
research, published in 
Communications  Biology, 
should  help better predict 
how these life forms will react 
to environmental changes.

Arctic researcher Professor 

Finlo Cottier, from SAMS, 
said: ‘During the polar night, 
marine organisms respond to 
the faintest of natural light 
during months of darkness. 
Switching o�  lights gave us a 
much clearer picture of natu-
ral behaviours in the oceans.’

Professor Cottier suggests 
that even light from a head 

torch could impact on the 
accuracy of samples taken, 
according to the research he 
and his team completed dur-
ing a 24-hour plunge into the 
depths of the Arctic Ocean.

Co-author of the report Dr 
Phil Anderson, also from 
SAMS, notes that the organ-
isms are more reactive to light 
than the human eye, saying: 
‘We were able to capture the 
few photons of light that are 
scattering in the ocean at that 
time of year, conditions the 
human eye would consider 
to be pitch black. Even the 
smallest detection of light 
was enough to make these 
marine organisms react.’

� e reaction of organ-
isms, of which � sh and 
zooplankton were the most 
pronounced, was almost 
immediate when exposed to 
light which was unnatural to 
their surroundings.

� is report is the � rst 

indication that arti� cial light 
could harm an entire marine 
community.

� e report’s main author, 
Professor Jorgen Berge, from 
the Arctic University of 
Norway, said: ‘� is is another 

discovery about the respon-
siveness of organisms to light 
in one of the darkest places 
on the surface of the planet.

‘We’re slowly understand-
ing how the black box of the 
polar night functions.’

� e study, which was 
supported by the Research 
Council of Norway, is the 
� rst to document the e� ect 
of arti� cial light on an entire 
pelagic community.

SAMS sensor highlights 
marine light sensitivity

The report’s main author Professor Jorgen Berge said: ‘This is another discovery about 
the responsiveness of organisms to light.’ Right: The light sensor developed at SAMS.

‘We’re understanding 
how the black box of the 
polar night functions.’

FREE, PERSONALISED  
ADVICE. DAY OR NIGHT,  
ONLINE 24/7.
www.stepchange.org/online
The UK’s leading debt charity can 
help you take control of your money. 
Use our online advice service and 
debt solutions.

©2020 Foundation for Credit Counselling t/as StepChange Debt Charity Scotland and StepChange Debt Charity. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Registered charity no. 1016630 and SC046263.
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King of swing Robert 
MacIntyre has teamed up 
with Martyn’s Monday Club 
and agreed to become an am-
bassador for the Oban-based 
mental health charity.

� e 2019 European Tour 
Rookie of the Year winner 
was present on Monday to ac-
cept a cheque, on behalf of the 
club, for £15,067.25p raised by 
Robert Cruikshanks, father 
of Oban man Martyn who 
took his own life in May 2018.

Sales from amateur pho-
tographer Robert’s second 
Ootmahoosewindae wildlife 
calendar went through the 
roof, with the money raised 
going towards the rental of a 
new premises for the support 
group which is fast outgrow-
ing its current base at Hope 
Kitchen.

‘We set a target of £15,000 
and to be honest, although 
it was me who set the target, 
I thought it was a bit am-
bitious,’ admitted Robert 
Cruikshanks.

‘I’m absolutely blown away 
by the kindness and support 
of the Oban community and 
further a� eld.

‘Robert [MacIntyre] has 
always supported us and 
I am delighted that he has 
come on board o�  cially as an 
ambassador.’

� e Oban golf ace is cur-

rently grounded due to sanc-
tions put in place to slow the 
spread of coronavirus and is 
making the most of his time 
at home.

‘I’m at the point in my ca-
reer that I can help Martyn’s 
Monday Club by promoting 
it and getting the word out 
there,’ he said. 

‘I know people who struggle 
with mental health issues 
both within my personal 
circle and on the tour. 

‘A lot of people still � nd it 
hard to speak about these 
issues so to have a group like 

Martyn’s, which is totally 
con� dential, to turn to is 
essential. My involvement 
will let the guys who run the 
group do what they do best, 
and I will help out on the 
promotional side and try to 
get more funds.’

Des MacMillan of Martyn’s 
Monday Club said of the 
fundraising success: ‘Because 
of the new premises this 
is massive � is is rent for 
two years. Without charity 
funding we wouldn’t survive 
and Robert has almost 
single-handedly raised this 
massive amount. � e e� ort 
he has put in has been amaz-
ing, travelling from Glasgow 
to Inverness to sell these 
calendars.

‘Every single Masonic lodge 
in the Highlands and islands 
has supported us by buying 
the calendars while local 
shops and businesses have 
also stocked them.

‘We thank everyone who 
has contributed to this amaz-
ing achievement, the support 
has been overwhelming.’

Ootmahoosewindae 2020 
was also supported by 
award-winning photogra-
phers Ally Marsh, Chas 
Moonie, Rab Graham and 
Jamie MacArthur. 

Fundraising for Martyn’s 
Monday Club is ongoing. 
Anyone wishing to donate 
can contact the group 
through its Facebook page.

Golf ace Robert 
supports Martyn’s 
Monday Club

Robert Cruikshanks with his calendar which raised more than £15,000.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

‘I can help Martyn’s 
Monday Club, getting 
the word out there.’

Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Real Food Cafe celebrates 
living wage commitment
� e award-winning 
roadside diner Real Food 
Cafe in Tyndrum has been 
accredited as a Living Wage 
Employer. 

� e Real Living Wage, 
currently £9.30 per hour, is 
based on the cost of living 
in the UK and is voluntar-
ily paid by employers who 
want to go beyond the legal 
minimum. 

� e Real Food Cafe is 
only one of two hospitality 
employers in Stirling to be 
accredited by � e Living 
Wage Foundation. 

Currently in Scotland, 
more than 60 per cent of 
employees in the hospitality 
industry earn less than the 
real living wage.

Sarah Heward, co-owner 
of � e Real Food Cafe says: 
‘We are delighted that this 
scheme exists, because it 
gives us the chance to be 
recognised as a fair pay em-
ployer. � is is particularly 
bene� cial when it comes to 
recruitment which is getting 

very tough for the hospi-
tality sector and even more 
so for businesses in remote 
locations.

‘� is scheme is a win for 
the employees and a win for 
the fair paying employers, 
as it helps us stand out and 

gives us some recognition 
for what we are paying. We 
are very grateful to Bruce 
[local MSP, Bruce Crawford] 
for coming to present our 
plaque to us. It’s great to see 
a politician taking a small 
business seriously.’

To celebrate the occasion, Tyndrum MSP Bruce 
Crawford presented Sarah Hewerd and Charles Mair of 
the Real Food Cafe with their plaque on Friday March 3.
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An Oban beekeeper was 
celebrating this week a� er re-
ceiving an illustrious industry 
award at a recent ceremony in 
London.

Stephen Sunderland, 62, who 
was presented with the Master 
Wax Chandler certi� cate for 
Master Bee Farmer at the cere-
mony, has been a beekeeper for 
more than 30 years.

He retired in 2019 from his 
role as lead bee inspector at the 
Scottish Government, having 
been headhunted as the most 
quali� ed person for the role in 
Scotland.

Becoming a Master Bee 
Farmer  marks a distin-
guished career in beekeeping, 
a skill that takes a lifetime to 
master.

Stephen told � e Oban 
Times: ‘I have been doing this 
for many years. My father was 

a beekeeper, so I think that’s 
where I caught the bug from.’

� e award, given to 
Stephen by the Lord Mayor of 
London,  is  presented  by the 
Wax Chandlers  Company, 
one of London’s leading 
livery brands.

� e day itself saw Stephen, 
and his wife Cathie, travelling 
to London to accept the award 

at the o�  cial residence of the 
Lord Mayor, William Russell, 
who himself takes a special 
interest in  the skill  due to his 
wife’s love of beekeeping.

� e beeswax produced by 
Stephen, and other beekeepers, 
was traditionally used to 
produce candles, lubricant and 
polish, therefore beekeeping 
falls under the remit of Wax 

Chandlers, which has com-
mitted to sustainability and 
good environmental practices, 
shown by its support of hus-
bandry and research. � is 
work has seen a re-establishing 
of links with the beeswax 
industry.

Speaking of the recognition 
for his work from such a dis-
tinguished company, Stephen 
said: ‘It was such a humbling 
experience as I am only the 
seventh person to ever receive 
the award. � is is a big deal 
within the industry.’

Stephen’s son Ben spoke 
of his pride of his father’s 
achievement: ‘It’s great to see 
one of your parents recognised 
for anything, as good work can 
o� en go unnoticed.

‘My dad is well appreciated 
within the industry, so it’s fan-
tastic  to see that his work has 
been noticed.’

Beekeeping is a skill that is 
becoming  increasingly popu-

lar in Scotland, with beginners’ 
courses regularly � lled with 
eager  participants, desperate 
to learn the  secrets  of the 
trade. Bee population numbers 
are also on the rise.

Stephen recognises this as he 
is involved in setting up a data-
base to record the numbers of 
the insect in Scotland.

He continued: ‘We saw that 
there was an increase and 
decided to set up a database to 
quantify it. We observed that 
there was in fact a rise in num-
bers, and this is now backed up 
by data.’

However, Stephen says this 
information should be taken 
with a degree of caution due 
to the di�  culty in measuring 
populations.

With regards to the future, 
Stephen hopes to continue 
with his passion, and now 
has his own colony, spending 
valued time with bees even in 
retirement.

Beekeeper buzzing 
after winning award

Stephen Sunderland receiving his award from the Lord 
Mayor of London, the Right Honourable William Russell.

by Charlie Harris
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Cameron 
presses HIE 
on cash cuts
Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron has 
written to the chief executive 
of Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) asking how 
the agency will respond to 
having its budget slashed.

Mr Cameron, the Scottish 
Conservative shadow cabinet 
secretary for � nance, said: 
‘Our region faces major 
challenges, including the 
loss of our young people 
and the threat of depop-
ulation, combined with a 
worryingly fragile transport 
infrastructure.

‘Much needs to be done 
to create a more attractive 
business environment to 
bring in investment and 
jobs, and yet HIE, which 
should be taking a lead in 
co-ordinating economic 
regeneration and delivering 
the necessary resources, has 
had its funding slashed by 
the SNP Government.

‘We fear that losing £13m in 
just two years will inevitably 
have severe consequences 
for the organisation, with 
knock-on e� ects for our most 
vulnerable communities.’

Oban Dyslexia Support 
Group has joined forces with 
Dyslexia Scotland to plan 
a Masterclass for Parents at 
Oban High School at some 
point in the future.

Funded by the Scottish 
Government, it is hoped this 
free event will feature Sharon 
Hall, founder of Dyslexia 
Routes, who will talk about 
what dyslexia is, how it can 
a� ect a child and what prac-
tical support and strategies 
can help.

Lena Gillies, national devel-
opment o�  cer for Dyslexia 
Scotland, said: ‘� e event will 
be aimed at parents rather 
than children and young peo-
ple with dyslexia. Being told 
your child is dyslexic can be a 
confusing and worrying time. 

‘Our helpline receives a 
huge number of enquiries 
from anxious parents every 
week and it is o� en basic 
information that is missing.

‘� ere’s a lot of information 
around but many parents 
struggle to understand what 

Dyslexia Scotland to 
hosts masterclass 

support schools should o� er, 
how dyslexia impacts on a 
child and family and how 
best to help their child.’

Dyslexia Scotland has been 
invited to the area by Oban 
Dyslexia Supporters Group, 
which is made up of parents 
who want to learn more about 
dyslexia. 

� e group was set up by 
Oban mum Anna Smith last 

December a� er her 11-year-
old son Rufus said to her, ‘I’m 
just stupid mum’.

Far from being ‘stupid’, 
Rufus shows exceptional 
ability in many tasks. 
‘Everyone with dyslexia is 
di� erent, but if we can share 
what works – progress and 
concerns in parallel with the 
good support already being 
o� ered in school –  it can only 
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Motorists using the A82 may 
need to adjust their travelling 
times as resurfacing work has 
started near Loch Lomond.

�e £350,000 investment, 
which will improve a stretch 
of the A82 just north of 
Culag, started on Monday 
March 16. �e improvements 
are being carried out between 
7pm and 7am each night, 
with the project expected 
to be completed by 7am on 
Monday March 30. No work 
is scheduled for Friday or 
Saturday nights.

�e A82 will remain 
open throughout the 
improvements, however, a 
10mph convoy system will be 
in place during the project to 
keep everyone safe.

Tra�c management will be 
removed outwith working 
hours to keep disruption 
to a minimum, although a 
speed restriction of 30mph 
will remain in place as tra�c 
will be travelling over a 
temporary surface. Real-time 
journey planning infor-
mation can be obtained by 
visiting www.tra�cscotland.
org, twitter at @tra�cscot-
land or the new mobile site 
my.tra�cscotland.org.

Roadworks 
near Luss

People of Oban and the Isles 
and much further a�eld are 
getting behind Oban FM’s 
dream of a new digital state-
of-the-art radio studio.

Listeners from around the 
world tuned in and bought 
into the dream during a spe-
cial St Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion at the station on Saturday 
which raised £2,000.

Convenor of the Oban FM 
board Campbell Cameron 
praised the e�orts of all the 
presenters who were there 
and there in spirit.

‘What a team. It is the 
�rst important step in a 
demonstration of community 
support for voluntary radio in 
Oban,’ he said.

‘We asked folk to donate 
and join us by taking out 
membership of the station, 
which was formed in 1992.

‘�e calls and messages of 
support came in all day. It was 
brilliant.

‘Everyone who entered went 

The Oban FM family gathered on Saturday to celebrate St Patrick and get the station on 
the Road to Rock�eld.

Oban FM’s first step 
on Road to Rockfield

into an on-going draw. When 
we tipped the £2,000 mark 
there were a few tears in the 
studio.’

�e station plans continued 
fun-raising – no ‘d’ just 
fun – throughout the year 
to be ready for the Rock�eld 
Centre’s ‘so�’ opening 
planned for the autumn. 
Details at www.obanfm.scot

�e plan is for a central 
meeting room �anked by 
two digital studios o�ering 
maximum �exibility for 
recording and broadcasts. 
�e meeting room will be 
useful for bigger, round table 
discussions on and o� air. 
Oban FM is licensed to serve 
North Argyll until 2028.

‘It’s a challenge and without 
the renowned support of the 
Oban business community 
and the wider listenership we 
could not have undertaken 
and begun this plan with such 
determination,’ said station 
manager Laura Johnston.

People can still make a do-
nation or buy one of the four 
membership packages on 

o�er via the station’s website 
www.obanfm.scot

Find Oban FM on 103.3FM, 

on the tune in app, on a smart 
speaker or at www.obanfm.
scot

Rufus and Anna Smith are 
working together to build 
awareness of dyslexia.

Dyslexia Scotland to 
hosts masterclass 

mean a better outcome for 
our children,’ said Anna.

�e group has 10 members 
and is looking for more. For 
more information text Anna 
on 07769 322922 or visit the 
Oban Dyslexia Supporters 
Group Facebook page.

One in 10 people has dys-
lexia. It can a�ect not just 
reading, writing and spelling 
but short term memory, 
organisation and sequencing. 
People with dyslexia are 
also generally very good at 
problem solving and are o�en 
creative thinkers. 

Michael Russell seeks 
details for volunteers
Amid all the concerns and 
anxiety people are currently 
facing due to the unprece-
dented di�culties caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 
many individuals and com-
munity groups are o�ering 
support and help to those 
most in need during the 
challenging times ahead.

With a sharp rise in constit-
uents contacting local MSP 
Michael Russell for advice, 
he is now seeking informa-
tion from those who are 
volunteering to help in their 
communities with tasks such 
as shopping, getting medi-
cines, visiting or contacting 
by telephone such volunteers 
and community groups.

Mr Russell said: ‘In what 
are really worrying times for 
many across Scotland and 
particularly in rural parts of 
the country such as Argyll 
and Bute, it is gratifying there 
have been many o�ers of 
help and assistance for those 
who are vulnerable or those 
already self-isolating. 

‘Individuals can really 
make a di�erence, whether it 
be by delivering groceries or 
by giving a little time to speak 
to people in their homes on 
the phone.  

‘I am now hearing from 

constituents who don’t know 
about any such arrangements 
in their own area and who 
can’t get shops to deliver in 
their area. 

So if volunteers, community 
organisations or groups in 
any part of Argyll and Bute 
want to give their contact 
information to my o�ce we 
will pass it on when there is 
a request and make it more 
widely available if that is nec-
essary as this crisis develops.

‘My o�ce is also endeav-
ouring to keep up to date 
with the latest Government 
guidance and we can be 
contacted using the fol-
lowing details: by email: 
m a r i e - c l a i re .d o c he r t y @
parliament.scot and by tele-
phone: 01369 702011.’

Michael Russell MSP.
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A potential buyer of the Argyll 
and Bute Council-owned 
Oban Airport Business Park, 
which went on to set up in 
Iceland and employs 150 
workers, was a missed oppor-
tunity for the area.

Members of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Area Committee 
were last week given an assets 
update by David Allan, the 
council’s estates and property 
development manager.

Oban Airport Business Park 
was marketed in late 2018, 
generating limited interest. 

� e feedback was there 
was concern about the costs 
of developing it because of 
ground conditions and the 
lack of services. 

� e restricted height limit at 
Connel Bridge was also men-
tioned as another obstacle 
that might be o� -putting.

But now site investigations 
are being carried out by HUB 
North – an indication the 
park could be getting closer 
to being developed.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
pictured above, was pleased 
with the news, saying: ‘I’m 
delighted we’re at this stage. 

‘We’ve got to get this o�  our 
books as soon as possible. It 
should have been serviced 
long ago. One opportunity we 
missed was a company that 
wanted to set up there and 
has now moved to Iceland 
where it employs 150 people. 
� is site has to be moved on,’  
he said.

Site investigations are also 
being carried out at  Tweedale 
Street car park in Oban, one 
of three car parks marketed 
in 2018 to maximise econom-

ic return to the council while 
enhancing parking provision 
in the town.

At Portnacroish, Appin, 
an old roads depot with 
outstanding views towards 
Castle Stalker on Loch Laich 
is being put forward to be sold 
by the council’s estates and 
property development team. 

While it has previously been 
used for industrial purposes, 
it could have potential for res-
idential use, the committee 
heard. On Mull, as part of a 
review of council assets and 
direct enquiries, a number of 
sites are being proposed for 
development. 

� ey are a house plot at 
Fountainhead in Bunessan, 
the former roads department 
at Erray Road in Tobermory 
and land at Baliscate, also in 
Tobermory.

‘� e more income we can 
get, the more money we can 
spend and the less cutbacks 
we have to make,’ said 
Councillor McCuish.

Committee hears potential 
buyer for business park          
was missed opportunity

Baptism of � re for 
new RNLI deputy
Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer 
crew rushed to the aid of a 
23-metre � sh farm support 
vessel with an engine � re on 
Friday night.

A� er putting out a ‘Pan 
Pan’ alert, the crew managed 
to get the � re under control. 
However, in doing so, they 
were forced to shut down both 
engines and were dri� ing 
about a mile from the treach-
erous Ardnamuchan coast 
without any power.

Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer 
crew received an immediate 
launch page at 5.32pm and the 
lifeboat was under way just 13 
minutes later and made best 
speed to the casualty vessel. 
� e crew passed a line to the 
vessel and she was towed to-
wards Tobermory in relatively 
good conditions.

However, just a� er dropping 
the tow rope and securing 
the � sh farm vessel for an 
alongside tow, the wind 
picked up signi� cantly which 

made manoeuvring the much 
larger vessel a challenge for 
the lifeboat and her crew. 
Nevertheless, the vessel was 
successfully put alongside 
the aquaculture pontoon in 
Tobermory where local coast-
guard rescue teams and sta�  
from the Tobermory Harbour 
Authority were able to help 
secure her.

� is was the � rst ‘shout’ 
for deputy coxswain Dave 
Underwood who only qual-
i� ed as a coxswain in late 
January and this was only 

his second weekend ‘on call’. 
Lifeboat operations manager 
Dr Sam Jones said: ‘We’re 
extremely pleased that the 
crew of the � sh farm vessel 
managed to get the � re under 
control so quickly and that 
no-one was hurt. Given the 
nature of the emergency 
and the size of the vessel, 
this would be an extremely 
challenging shout for any 
coxswain, let alone a relatively 
new one. Dave certainly had a 
baptism of � re in more ways 
than one on Friday the 13th.’

With not much in the way 
of good news in these un-
chartered circumstances, I’m 
taking a look back in time to 
the Great China Tea Race of 
1866.

� is was the most famous, 
exciting and closely-run con-
test of its kind and was won by 
Captain Donald MacKinnon 
of Heanish, Tiree, on his ship 
Taeping. � e Tea Race was an 
annual event during the mid-
1800s that saw � erce competi-
tion between the cargo sailing 
ships known as Clippers or 
Tea Clippers, as they raced 
from China to Britain with 
the � rst load of tea of the 
new season. � e � rst cargo 
to the market would fetch a 
higher price and therefore a 
premium was o� ered per ton 
by the tea merchants to the 
shipping company as well 
as a substantial bonus to the 
captain of the winning ship 
as incentive to be the � rst 
docked in London.

� e race of 1866 was consid-
ered the greatest of all because 
a� er 99 days at sea and more 
than 15,000 miles covered, 
sailing between Foo-chow, 
China, and London, England, 
three ships that had sailed on 
the same tide, Taeping, Ariel 
and Serica, docked within 
two hours of each other.

� e race was covered closely 
by the press of the time and 
its climax, as the Taeping and 
the Ariel ploughed neck and 
neck past Lizard Point and up 
the English Channel at speeds 
of around 14 knots, was ex-
citing. � e result could have 
gone either way right up to the 
docking of the Taeping. Both 
ships arrived o�  Dungeness 
and were signalling for pilots 
at the same time. With some 
jostling, the Ariel got its pilot 
on board � rst and gained a 
mile before the Taeping could 
follow.

At the mouth of the � ames, 
where both ships were taken 
in tow, the Taeping regained 
the advantage by getting a 
faster and more powerful 
tug to take her up the river. 
Both ships then had to 
wait for the tide, with Ariel 
lying at East India Docks 
and Taeping heading for 
� e London Docks where 
Captain MacKinnon got his 
ropes ashore just 20 minutes 
ahead of his rival Captain 
Keay of Ariel. � e third ship, 
Serica, docked one hour and 
15 minutes later. Such was 
the close � nish, the owners 
of the Taeping and the Ariel 
agreed to split the premium 
and to the credit of Captain 
MacKinnon, he shared with 

Captain Keay his £100 – more 
than £10,000 in today’s val-
ue – prize as captain of the 
winning ship.

Captain Donald 
MacKinnon was born in 
Heanish, Tiree, in 1826 and 
sadly died aboard the Taeping 
outward bound for China in 
1867 less than a year a� er his 
famous victory. � ere are a 
number of living relatives of 
Captain MacKinnon on Tiree 
to this day. � e late Donald 
MacKinnon – Donald the 
Plumber – was a great grand-
son of Captain MacKinnon’s 
� rst cousin, also Donald 
MacKinnon. Donald the 
Plumber spent many years 
teaching youngsters on Tiree, 
myself included, how to sail.

� e plumber’s children, 
Iain Speedy, Alasdair and 
Morag Ann and his sister 
Flora MacLean _ Flora 
Drumfraoch – are all worthy 
of being living relatives of 
Tiree’s most famous seafarer. 
A slightly closer relative was 
the late Kenneth Muir QC, 
whose great grandmother 
was a sister of Captain 
MacKinnon.

� e race is still celebrated in 
the Gaelic Song Deoch Slainte 
nan Gillean, which was per-
formed at the 2019 National 
Mod in Glasgow.
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� e Royal British Legion has 
announced plans to com-
memorate the 75th anniver-
sary of VE day on Seil Island.

� e Easdale branch of the 
British Legion has a variety of 
events already booked in the 
diary for the weekend of May 
8 to 10.

VE day marks the victory of 
the allies in the Second World 
War, a� er the long and brutal 
battle waged in Europe and 
further a� eld from 1939-1945.

� is May marks three 
quarters of a century since 
this victory in Europe and the 
anniversary will be celebrated 
across the UK.

Branch celebrations kick o�  
with a toast to Second World 
War heroes at Ellenabeich 
on Friday May 8, followed 
by a VE Day dance later 
that evening at Seil Island 
Community Hall, with en-
tertainment from Dick Lee’s 
Swingtet.

Right: Lorraine Reynolds, 
retired RAF Squadron 
Leader, promoting VE day 
events at the book sale.

Seil to celebrate 75th 
anniversary of VE Day

Celebrations continue on 
Saturday May 9 with a com-
munity street party lunch and 
the weekend will be wrapped 
up with a service of com-
memoration and celebration 
on the Sunday.

� e commemorations are no 
small undertaking and events 
administrator Lorraine 
Reynolds has thanked local 
businesses, as well as national 
companies, for their support.

She said: ‘We have been 
overwhelmed by the generos-
ity of companies and organi-
sations which have supported 
our endeavour so far.’

Support continues into 
prizes for the ‘grand ra�  e’ 
which have been kindly 
donated by Balvicar Eggs, 
the Fisherman’s Kitchen and 
Highland Fasteners, with a 
day’s � shing for two donated 
by the Oban and Lorn 
Angling Club.

All pro� ts from May’s events 

will be shared between armed 
forces charities including 
SSAFA, Erskine and Combat 
Stress.

� e Easdale branch of the 
British Legion holds fund-
raising events throughout 
the year, including its annual 
book sale on Seil, which was 
held on Saturday March 7 at 
the community hall.

� e book sale raised more 
than £556, an increase of £52 
on last year’s total, despite bad 
weather on the day which in-
itially led to fears attendance 
numbers would be down.

Easdale branch secretary 
Jean Alexander praised the 
community for its continued 
support.

Isle of Rum Community 
Trust wants people interested 
in island life to apply to live 
in four new a� ordable eco-
homes as it steps up e� orts to 
grow its small community.

� e a� ordable rented houses 
are currently under construc-
tion and will be � tted with 
high-quality broadband. � e 
homes will also have clear 
views of the breathtaking 
Rum Cuillin.

Located near the spectac-
ular Kinloch Castle, it is 
hoped the new properties will 
attract young families and 
skilled workers. � e island 
has a nursery and primary 
school, making it perfect for 
those with children. 

Despite families being 
favoured, there are no restric-
tions on applications  and 
everyone is welcome to apply.

� e homes received Scottish 
Government funding, as part 
of the Islands Housing Fund, 
in an attempt to provide 
a� ordable housing in rural 
Scotland.

Housing Minister Kevin 
Stewart MSP said: ‘We 
understand the challenges of 
developing a� ordable hous-
ing in rural and island areas 
which is why the Scottish 

Government has provided 
£454,000 to the Isle of Rum 
Community Trust through 
our Islands Housing Fund. 
� ese four new, energy 
e�  cient homes will provide 
safe, warm, quality places 
to live and contribute to the 
vibrancy and resilience of this 
island community.’

Work opportunities are 
plenty on Rum, with employ-
ment opportunities in child-
care, food production and 
marine and mountaineering 
tourism. � ere are also plans 
for a new café and shop and a 
post o�  ce.

� ere is plenty to do on the 

island, as well as many poten-
tial revenue streams for future 
residents. Consolidating and 
growing the community on 
Rum, and others like it across 
Scotland, is hugely important 
in the bid to � ght population 
decline in rural areas.

Rum resident Lesley Watt 
said: ‘Rum has a small popu-
lation. We need more families 
to � ll our school and help 
grow our young community.’

It is hoped the new homes 
will help boost Rum’s adult 
population of 30 to 40 people 
and create a thriving rural 
community which can be 
replicated across the region.

Residents wanted for four new 
eco-homes on island of Rum

Everyone is welcome to apply for one of the new homes.

Overnight 
repairs on A85 
at Orchy Bridge
Essential bridge improve-
ments on the A85 Orchy 
Bridge, west of the village of 
Dalmally, are set to get under 
way this weekend.

� e project was due to take 
place at the end of February 
but was postponed due to 
adverse weather conditions 
preventing the work from 
going ahead as planned.

� e work will involve teams 
repairing the joints of the 
bridge, creating a safer and 
smoother journey for road 
users.

� e overnight improve-
ments are now scheduled 
to take place on Saturday, 
March 21 between 9pm and 
3am the following morning.

To ensure the safety of the 
workforce and motorists, the 
road will be closed overnight 
while the team are working 
across the full width of the 
carriageway. A signed diver-
sion route will be in place via 
the A85/ A828 Tyndrum to 
South Ballachulish and the 
reverse journey.

Visit www.tra�  cscotland.
org

- 28ft x 20ft
- 2 bedrooms
- Sleeps 4
- Double Glazing
- Gas Central Heating
- To be taken o�site
- Transport & siting available 
   contact us for a quote.

HOLIDAY 
HOME
FOR SALE

For more information please contact 
Chris McCready at 07796427955 or 
email chris.mccready@argyllholidays.com

Available for only 

£30,000
More holidays homes 
available from £4000



Get the pet shampoo, cute ribbons 
and inappropriate clothing ready - 
Entry is closing soon for our 2020 Pet 
Idol competition. If you have a cool 
cat, pampered pooch or any other 
gorgeous bundle of fur, feathers or 
even scales, now is your chance to 
win our £300 � rst prize. That buys 
an awful lot of cat litter or you might 
even prefer to spend it on yourself 
(just don’t tell the mutt!) 

THERE WILL ALSO BE TWO 
RUNNER-UP PRIZES OF £50

How to enter

Our pet idol competition is open to all pets belonging 
to households across Argyll and Lochaber. Just take 
a snap of your pet and upload your photograph and 
details by visiting www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol 
Photographs must have been taken on or after 1st 
January 2020 (we don’t want pictures  of cute kittens 
that are now the size of Bagpuss!!)

Our Pet Idol 2020 Supplement

After you enter your pet, look out for our fantastic Pet 
Idol supplement on 2nd April. This will give you the 
chance to boast to your friends that your little fur-ball re-
ally is the cutest thing in Argyll and the West Highlands!!

Vote for your favourite

Readers will then have the serious job of voting for their 
favourite pet in the supplement. We will then break it 
down to further rounds of 100, 50, 25 and a � nal top 10. 

The pet with the most votes will be crowned our Pet 
idol champion early in June 2020 – Good luck

The closing date for entries is midnight on 
Sunday 22nd March 2020 

Terms and conditions
Wyvex Media’s Pet Idol 2020 competition is open to all pets of owners living in the circu-
lation area of the Oban Times and Lochaber Times. Photographs must have been taken on 
or after 1st January 2020. Pictures of deceased pets are ineligible. Pictures should only 
contain one pet. Readers can enter more than one pet, but each pet must have a separate 
entry. By entering the competition, you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to pub-
lish the images and details of your pet without payment for the purposes of promoting the 
Pet Idol campaign(s)/ The winning pet and owner must take part in publicity. Employees 
of Wyvex Media ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

We care about your personal information
The information gathered on the entry form will be used by us to contact you regarding the 
competition & the photo and name to enter you into the competition.  We may also email 
you at the close of the competition. We will not pass on any of the information supplied by 
you in the entry form to any third party unless you speci� cally chose to let us do so. If you 
choose not to be added to our mailing list we will destroy the information provided by you 
4 weeks after the competition winner is announced.

£ WINNERS 
PRIZE

LAST CALL FOR ENTRIES!!!

www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol

PRIZEPRIZE
SPONSORED BY

CLOSING DATE: MIDNIGHT SUNDAY 22 MARCH, 2020
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Flowers
Once spring �owers were picked on the way 
home or to church.  Today give your mum a 
wonderful bouquet, pot plants, a garden cen-
tre gi� voucher. Or work together and give one 
big family gi�: a patio, decking or a barbecue, 
gazebo or a new shed or greenhouse.

Food
Once children brought home food from their 
work – a cake from the kitchen, cheese or but-
ter from the dairy, produce from the land or 
even a cut of meat, perhaps a bottle of whisky. 

Today buy your mum a foodie gi� from one 
of our many artisans. �ink cakes, biscuits, 
hand-made chocolates, smoked �sh, jams, 
chutneys or one of the new local gins now on 
o�er.

Sharing a meal
Once the chance of a rare holiday or holy-day 
would mean the extended family gathered 
together for a meal. 

Today do the same! Whether you buy the 
ingredients and host a family lunch, brunch 
or afternoon tea or book a reservation at a 
hotel, restaurant or pub, sharing food with 
our families is the oldest human celebration.

A gift
Once it might have been a neatly-stitched piece 
of clothing, handkerchief or embroidery; or a 
spoon carved out of horn or wood or a piece 
of leatherwork.

Today there is a whole world of gi�s to 
choose.  Clothing, photo frame, jewellery, an 
ornament or decoration for the home keeps 

Given with love

We love our mums every day of the year but that 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t have one extra special 
day when we show them just how much.

a tradition of love
Mothering 

Sunday

the tradition going or how about a new phone, 
tablet or laptop if you all join together for a big 
gi�.

Luxury and 
pampering
�ere is no traditional equivalent!  Treat your 
mum to a day spa, a treatment with a beauty 
therapist, a voucher for her favourite hair-

dresser, a weekend break or buy her favourite 
perfume or make up – the only limit is your 
imagination.

No one would return home without a gi� or token of their 
love and these have their own traditions:



A world-famous Islay distillery is to donate 
all the pro� ts from its � rst beer to clean water 
charities in Malawi.

Ardbeg’s Shortie Smoky Porter, named a� er 
the distillery’s Jack Russell mascot, is a limited 
edition, produced in aid of World Water Day 
on Sunday March 22.

� e beer’s launch, in partnership with 
Brewgooder as part of its Global Gathering 
campaign, was the brainchild of � atmates 
Alan McIntyre, who is global brand manager 
at Ardbeg and Alan Mahon, who founded   
Brewgooder. � e Global Gathering is a 
collaborative brewing project on a mission to 

provide clean water for 100,000 people in de-
veloping countries. A number of small batch 
brews will be released over this weekend by 
breweries to help raise funds.

To make the one-o�  beer, which will only 
be available in the UK for a limited time, 
Whisky-maker Ardbeg   joined forces with 
Williams Bros Brewing Co.

� e special beer is made using the same 
peated malt as the award-winning Ten Years 
Old smoky whisky, with notes of bitter dark 
chocolate, malty biscuit, dry espresso co� ee 
and a hint of liquorice.

Ardbeg is the only spirits brand, alongside 
around 250 cra�  brewers from around the 

world, all releasing their own unique, one o� -
brew in aid of Brewgooder’s Global Gathering.

Mickey Heads, Ardbeg Distillery manager, 
said: ‘Not only is this a hugely important 
cause – that we’re delighted to be a part of – 
but the Shortie Smoky Porter is, of course, a 
� rst for the distillery. 

‘Helping brew a beer may seem like 
uncharted territory for Ardbeg, but as any 
whiskyphile worth their malt will tell you, 
beer and whisky share the same DNA. Just 
like brewers, we ferment our malt. � e only 
di� erence being, we hold on to the hops.’

Mr Mahon added: ‘� is collaboration is 
particularly special for me. To create an 
incredible beer that helps empower people’s 
lives is one thing, to do it with one of the 
world’s best whisky brands is another, but to 
bring it to life with my best friend: there are 
few things I have been prouder of in my life.

‘I look forward to working with the team at 
Ardbeg to turn the pro� ts from this beer into 
life-saving clean water wells for those who 
need them.’

� e Shortie Smoky Porter will cost £14 for 
a four-pack.
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BUSINESS NEWS

The directors of Stòras Uibhist have said 
interim CEO Darren Taylor has been 
appointed to the role permanently.

Mr Taylor joined Stòras in October 
2019 and has overseen a period of re-or-
ganisation as well as the recruitment 
of a new � nance manager and a new 
development manager. Plans for 2020 
include work on drainage improve-
ments, pest control and development 
projects at both Lochboisdale Harbour 
and Askernish Golf Club. The com-
munity fund is also set to reopen.

Darren added: ‘Working at Stòras is 
a dream job and I am delighted the 
board has o� ered me the position on 
a permanent basis. We have a fantastic 
opportunity to drive all aspects of the 
business forward in 2020 and I look 
forward to working with the board, our 
sta�  and also the wider community 
across the estate.’

Appointment is 
made permanent

All hands to the 
pump for fi rst beer

Alan Mahon and Alan McIntyre say cheers.

‘Helping brew a beer may 
seem like uncharted territory 
for Ardbeg, but as any 
whiskyphile worth their malt 
will tell you, beer and whisky 
share the same DNA.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Fishing needs 
support, says MP
Western Isles MP Angus MacNeil says 
urgent action is needed to support the 
west coast of Scotland’s � shing industry.

Mr MacNeil submitted a parliamentary 
question to Home Secretary Priti Patel 
MP last month asking what plans she 
has to enable non-European Economic 
Area (EEA) � shermen to gain jobs on 
� shing boats on the west of Scotland. 

Currently skippers, including those 
in the islands, are struggling to recruit 
crews and need non-EEA � sherman.

Mr MacNeil said the response from  
the Home O�  ce, was ‘disappointing’ 
and ‘vague’. It stated: ‘From 1 January 
2021, we will introduce the UK’s points-
based system.’

Mr MacNeil said: ‘This response from 
the UK Government is very disap-
pointing and vague and displays little 
understanding of the current situation 
facing our � shing industry.’
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Business Gateway helps � tness studio stay on top form

Argyll and Bute Council 
is encouraging growing 
businesses in the area to 
make the most of its Busi-
ness Gateway Local Growth 
Accelerator Programme, 
which will continue until 
the end of 2021 backed by 
European funding. 

The programme gives 
businesses access to spe-
cialist advice and funding 
to help them expand.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
leader of Argyll and Bute 
Council said: ‘We have a 
wide range of successful 
businesses across Argyll 
and Bute. This programme 
provides additional support 
to help with growth. 
Since 2016 more than 130 
business have registered 
for the programme and 
developed their growth 

plan with a Business 
Gateway adviser. A total 
of 72 of these businesses 
have already secured grant 
funding or specialist advice 
worth more than £450,000.  
I would urge any ambitious 
small or medium sized 
business based here to 
get in touch now and � nd 
out how they could also 
bene� t.’ 

The programme – worth 
a total of £855,239 – is 
funded by Argyll and Bute 
Council and the European 
Regional Development 
Fund under the 2014-
2020 Structural Funds 
Programmes.

The growth grant can 
cover 50 per cent of costs 
up to £5,000 for projects 
linked to business growth. 
An employer/graduate 

placement grant can 
provide 50 per cent of basic 
salary costs up to £12,000 
where an additional full- 
time permanent employee 
or a graduate placement of 
six to 12 months is required 
to support growth. 

In addition, businesses in 
key growth sectors or their 
supply chain – tourism, 
food and drink, forestry, 
the creative industries, en-
ergy, life sciences, � nancial 
services or defence – can 
also access grants of up to 
£1,500 to support training, 
accreditation or attendance 
at trade fairs. 

Ian Cairns, director of 
Argyll Financial Services, 
said: ‘Working with 
Business Gateway, we 
received the much-needed 
funding advice we have 

been after, resulting in our 
business being able to grow 
rapidly, taking the next step 
forward with con� dence.

‘The grant enabled us to 
refurbish our new, larger 
premises to a very high 
standard much quicker 
than I had ever anticipated. 
Business Gateway also 
supported us with a grant 
towards a stand at the Ideal 
Home Show, which gave us 
an excellent opportunity to 
reach a wider audience.’

To access support, 
businesses must � rst 
register for the programme. 
Anyone wanting to discuss 
their eligibility should visit 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
bglgap or talk to a Business 
Gateway adviser on 01546 
604555. 

A Business Gateway 

adviser will work with 
businesses registered for 
the programme to develop 
a growth plan and access 
relevant support. 

Full terms and conditions 
for the programme are 
available from Business 
Gateway. 

Business Gateway local 
o�  ces also provide a com-
prehensive programme of 
free events and workshops 
about starting, managing 
and growing a business. 

Coronavirus 
contingency
In light of the fast-changing 
situation around the 
coronavirus (COVID-19), 
businesses looking for 
information are being 
encouraged to check the 

resources available at 
www.bgateway.com.  It 
includes guidance on 
home working, business 
continuity planning and 
links to the latest govern-
ment advice for business 
owners in Scotland. The 
Business Gateway website 
also hosts a wide range of 
online resources available 
to businesses at all times, 
including online tutorials, 
podcasts and guides. 

If anyone is booked on 
to a Business Gateway 
workshop taking place 
soon they will be contacted 
if there are any changes. 
Sta�  are working with 
their team of advisers and 
trainers to make sure that 
wherever possible support 
can be provided by phone, 
Skype or webinar.

Council support for growing businesses

Following expert advice and 
support from Business Gateway, 
a Helensburgh � tness expert has 
opened new premises in Argyll and 
Bute. 

Launched in 2017, Stay in Form 
o� ers traditional muscle and 
tendon training to all ages and 
abilities. Classes are based on an 
ancient 1,500-year-old � tness 
method, Yi Jin Jing, which focuses 
on mind, body and soul, and health 
bene� ts including improved � exi-
bility, resistance and endurance. 

Originally operating from a 
Buddhist temple in Helensburgh, 
business owner Edit Makai-
McKechnie found herself in a 
di�  cult situation when she had 
to move premises at short notice. 
She turned to advisory network 
Business Gateway which helped her 
on the next stage of her business 
journey. 

� rough one-to-one support 
from a business adviser, Business 
Gateway equipped Edit with the 
con� dence and � exibility to move 
her business into its own premises. 

Further assistance included advice 
to ensure that Edit was up-to-date 
with relevant premises legislation. 

� e situation forced Edit to 
change direction but now Stay in 
Form is thriving in an attractive 
shop-front studio in the town 
centre. 

As the only o� ering of its kind in 
Argyll and Bute, Edit has built up 
a loyal client base through regular 

engagement with the local com-
munity and o� ers classes for � ve to 
95-year-olds of all abilities. 

Edit said: ‘When I was � rst told 
I had to move premises, I was 
apprehensive about the future of 
Stay in Form. I worked closely with 
my adviser Jen, who o� ered guid-
ance with premises regulations, 
including planning permission and 
a referral to environmental health, 

all things which were completely 
alien to me at the time.

‘� e support I received from 
Business Gateway has been incred-
ibly valuable, resulting in a variety 
of real positive impacts across my 
business. It was a big leap of faith to 
relocate to new premises, but now 
I work to a schedule that suits me, 
which has improved my work-life 
balance.’

Jen Smith, business adviser at 
Business Gateway Argyll and 
Bute, said: ‘One of the bene� ts of 
engaging with Business Gateway 
is the wide network of support we 
can o� er. In this instance, we were 
able to review Edit’s business plan 
and guide her through the various 
planning requirements in the 
local area. Our support helped Edit 
secure crucial premises to continue 
operating.’

To � nd out how Business Gateway 
can help any business, visit www.
bgateway.com. 

Edit Makai-McKechnie, 
right, has seen her business 
thrive in its new premises.

Get the best from your business  
with help from Business Gateway.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your  
local o�ce on 01546 808 363 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute
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They come as a boon and blessing

When we think of newspapers, we think of 
them as bringing us news. When we think of 
news, we think of what’s happening around us 
right now.

� is is the wrong description of news as 
well as newspapers. A newspaper is not only a 
source but a storehouse of information.

No better example of this is our own Oban 
Times. Its history is a long one. It began in 
1861 as the Oban Monthly Pictorial Magazine 
but � ve years later it became a weekly and 
changed its name to � e Oban Times and 
Argyllshire Advertiser, although it was o� en 
referred to locally as ‘� e Highlander’s Bible’.

In 1882, it was bought by Duncan Cameron 
of Macniven and Cameron Ltd, a printing and 
stationery company based in Edinburgh. � e 
company was best known for its pen nibs, the 
Pickwick, the Owl, and the Waverley, which 
were marketed under the advertising rhyme: 
‘� ey come as a boon and a blessing to men, 
the Pickwick, the Owl and the Waverley Pen.

Duncan’s daughter carried on as editor until 
she died aged 99 in 1958. She was succeeded 
by her nephew, Alan, who was both owner 
and editor until June 1976 when it was sold to 
the Johnston Press Ltd which was founded in 
Falkirk in 1767.  It reverted to private owner-
ship in 1983 when it was bought by its present 
owner, Mr Howard Bennett.

I don’t know about the pen nibs, but 159 years’ 
worth of back numbers, which can be accessed 
on micro� lm in many libraries, has certainly 
been a boon to generations of researchers and 
historians throughout the world.

I personally have cause to be grateful to � e 
Oban Times, not only because I � rst learned 
to read using it, but as a means of trying to 
� nd out the story behind old landmarks which 
have long since disappeared as the following 
reveals.

Druimbeg was an imposing house standing 
on an elevated position on the south shore of 
Loch Shiel about a mile east of the village of 
Acharacle. It was built in the Scottish baronial 
style about 1913-14 for a Mr Gresham Wells, a 
successful London barrister.

According to a set of letting particulars 
(ca1930) the accommodation comprised a 
small lounge, entrance hall (with � replace) 
dining room, drawing room, sitting room, 

six bedrooms, cloakroom and servant’s room. 
� ere were three lavatories and one bathroom 
with a shower bath as well as kitchens and 
the usual domestic ‘o�  ces’ - ie, drying room, 
store-rooms, garage, sculleries and an external 
veranda for � shing rods.

� ere must also have been a coal-� red boiler 
for, according to the same particulars, there 
was a plentiful supply of hot water – essential 
for any � shing party who must o� en have 
come home cold and wet! Electric light, from 
a small hydro electric scheme, appears to have 
been installed some time a� er the house was 
built.

� e grounds, or policies as they are known 
in Scotland, amounted to seven acres and 
consisted of well-tended � ower and vegetable 
gardens. � e gardener/caretaker lived in a 
large corrugated iron bungalow standing a lit-
tle way behind the house which Mr Gresham 

Wells built for himself while supervising the 
construction of the main house. A short road 
led from the house to a private pier on Loch 
Shiel, reserved exclusively for the owners and 
their guests.

Mr Gresham Wells’s ownership was short-
lived. � e date of his death is not known but 
it must have occurred sometime before 1917 
as the Argyll County Council Valuation Roll 
for 1917-18 records Sir � omas Fraser, 13 
Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh, as the 
feuar [tenant] of the Board of Agriculture for 
Scotland as proprietors of Sunart Estate. In 
1923-24, the feu is recorded in the name of 
Fraser’s trustees per Messrs Bruce and Kerr 
WS, 16 Hill Street, Edinburgh who had let the 
property to a Major � omas L F Burnett, a 
retired army o�  cer.

Major Burnett tenanted Druimbeg from 
1922 until 1928 when the feu was sold by the 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

An appeal to members of Kinloch Castle 
Friends’ Association (KCFA) for � nancial 
donations has raised almost £1,000.

The KCFA issued a statement last week 
that said: ‘This is a very short message 
from the treasurer of Kinloch Castle 
Friends’ Association to tell everyone 
that an appeal for money addressed 
to members at the end of January has 
raised almost £1,000 - £999.42 to be 
precise.

‘We need the money to pay for travel 
and other costs so that the members of 
the working group can continue to meet 
and continue the � ght to save the castle.

‘Thank you to those who responded 
with sums ranging from £250 to £25.

‘To o� er us your support, go to Crowd-
funder, Virgin Money Giving, CAFDonate 
and other means speci� ed on the KCFA 
website. £1,000 won’t be enough, but it 
certainly helps to keep us going.’

Kinloch Castle is a late Victorian man-
sion located on the island of Rum, one 
of the Small Isles. It was built as a private 
residence for Sir George Bullough, a 
textile tycoon from Lancashire whose 
father bought Rum as his summer 
residence and shooting estate.

The construction started in 1897 and 
took three years, employing some 300 
craftsmen. They included one who was 
was almost unique: an electrician, as Kin-
loch Castle was one of the � rst private 
residences in Scotland to have electricity, 
with a dam constructed on the Coire 
Dubh burn for hydro generation.

The bill was approximately £15 million 
in today’s money.

Kinloch Castle 
cash appeal 
raises £1,000

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

This colourful photograph from 1997 is of young trophy winners from the Bunessan 
Show on the Isle of Mull. Left to right are Michael McKeand, Andrew McKeand, Lianne 
Fisher and Ross Wilson.

This photograph dates from 1993 and shows members of the West Highland Society of 
Performing Arts before they performed at the Appin Drama Festival.

They come as a boon and blessing

trustees to Messrs Duncan and Neil Cameron, 
co-proprietors of the nearby Acharacle Hotel, 
renamed the Loch Shiel Hotel, which catered 
largely for �shing parties.

�e Burnetts seem to have been popular in 
the area as the local correspondent for �e 
Oban Times, in reporting a farewell ‘liberal 
supper’ which they gave to the villagers 
(February 18, 1928), wrote: ‘Great regret will 
be felt at their departure from Acharacle.’

�e Camerons appear to have leased 
Druimbeg to various people, including a Mr 
and Mrs Charles Farrell, who were the tenants 
when the house was destroyed by �re in 
February 1949. �e Oban Times (February 5, 
1949) recorded the incident: ‘Fire completely 
destroyed Drumbeg House, Aharacle (sic) 
when it broke out on Wednesday morning, the 
tenants, Mr and Mrs Charles Farrell, who at 
the time of the outbreak, were at Lochailort. 

Druimbeg House, Acharacle, whose 
history is known thanks to The Oban 
Times’ archives. Photograph supplied by Iain Thornber

[Actually staying with their daughter the late 
Mrs Cameron-Head of Inverailort having 
been on holiday abroad].

‘�e �re, which is believed to have originated 
from a para�n stove, was discovered at about 
10am by the gardener, Alexander MacNeill, 
who was working outside. It started in an 
upper storey and by the time the alarm was 
raised smoke and �ames enveloped most of 
the building.

‘�e local constable, P C Hume, and others 
saw that they could do nothing because of a 
lack of proper �re-�ghting appliances, and the 
�re brigade at Fort William was summoned. 
By the time the engine arrived a�er its 40-
mile journey [across a small car ferry and 
along a tortuous, narrow road] the house had 
been completely burned down. �e Oban �re 
brigade was also called out to stand by, but it 
was not necessary to make the journey which 
would have involved several hours on the road 
before reaching its destination. It is thought 
the loss will amount to over £10,000.’

�e house was not rebuilt and lay in ruins 
until it was bought by a property developer 
who completely demolished it and used some 
of the stone for the foundations of a bungalow. 
All that remains are a pair of handsome gate 
posts and the old turbine house. �e tin shed 
was also demolished and replaced by another 
dwelling.

Sir �omas Fraser (1841-1920) was an 
eminent British physician and pharmacol-
ogist. In 1877, he was a member of an Arctic 
expedition and later professor of medicine 
at the University of Edinburgh until 1918. 
Sir �omas, a Fellow of the Royal Society, 
whose interests were botany and �shing, was 
evidently not as popular in Acharacle as his 
predecessor. 

According to the unpublished memoirs 
of Duncan James Cameron, Aultbea, 
Arivegaig, his local jobbing-gardener: ‘He 
couldn’t walk much at all and was as crabbit 
as a weasel in a trap. �e full time gardener, 
Hugh MacDonald, father of “the Gamie”, was 
shaking in his shoes every day the professor 
was there. You were kept going – not a minute 
to spare. �ey took on a man from February 
to the end of September. When I was there he 
was up in years and his family were old. �ey 
came in May or June to the end of September.’
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or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Bob supports Monday Club
Robert MacIntyre truly is a fantastic am-
bassador for Oban and the golfer has now 
teamed up with Martyn’s Monday Club 
and agreed to become an ambassador for 
the Oban-based mental health charity.

But the congratulations should not stop 
there because he was picking up a cheque 
for the club a� er Robert Cruikshanks, 
father of Oban man Martyn who took his 
own life in May 2018, raised more than 
£15,000 from the sale of his calendars. 
What an outstanding achievement and for 
a very worthy cause.

� is week has been quite unprecedented 
as the country tries to get to grips with 
the ever-changing landscape created by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

It is a worrying time for everyone, but 
this week we have spoken to local medical 
practices, a variety of organisations in 
our region and key business leaders, and 
gathered as much detail as possible to 
ensure you are kept up to date with all 
that is happening locally.

Over the coming days and weeks – 
however long this situation lasts – our 
dedicated sta�  will be making sure you 
are kept up to date with everything that is 
going on, particularly in our area.

� e Oban Times will still be published 
every week and we will continue to o� er 
postal delivery and our digital page-turn-
ing version. We will also ensure our 
website is kept as up to date as possible, 
with all breaking and urgent coronavirus 
information available on our website free 
of charge.

So take care of each other and please 
keep in touch with our dedicated team 
who will be doing all we can to provide 
you with an Oban Times on which you 
can continue to depend.

The Oban Times 
and its sta�  are 
here for you...

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to 
showcase these each week. 

If you have a photograph you would 
like published, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, 
PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, or hand it in 
to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lo-
chavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, or to 
our o�  ce in High Street, Fort William. 

Appalling condition of trains 
between Glasgow and Oban
I really have to write about the lamentable 
state of rolling stock on the rail route between 
Oban and Glasgow.

� is is a vital rail route to the West 
Highlands for residents and visitors who 
support the important tourist industry. � e 
problem has existed for a number of years as 
the rolling stock is, by any standards, well past 
its serviceable date.

Catering and a trolley service is at best 
sporadic. � e journey is about three hours 
15 minutes, one way, and on many occasions 
there is no catering available. Why not consid-
er installing a vending machine on each train 
supplying food and drink?

Heating is very erratic and o� en fails. 
Likewise, toilet facilities appear to be frequent-
ly faulty. It clearly implies that these carriages 
are beyond their life expectancy. � ere is quite 
o� en only one toilet on the train, wholly inad-
equate for a three-hour-plus journey.

Passenger seating and capacity: some of the 
rolling stock was replaced with cast-o� s from 
the central belt. 

� e seats have the comfort level of sitting 
on an ironing board. � e cleanliness of the 
� oor coverings and seat upholstery is woefully 
inadequate.

During the tourist season, trains are some-
times overcrowded and passengers have had to 
stand for the whole journey.

� e Scottish Government seems keen to get 
people to swap cars for public transport so 
why not make funds available for signi� cant 
upgrades to be undertaken in respect of 
replacing the existing rolling stock? If invest-
ment is not forthcoming, then people will vote 
with their feet and perhaps with their ballot 
papers.

Many people travelling between Oban and 
Glasgow are carrying substantial baggage but 
the storage facilities are inadequate.

One glimmer of improvement which ap-
pears imminent is the proposed introduction 
of greatly increased bike and large baggage 
capacity on a refurbished carriage which ap-
pears to have seating for the bike users. I look 
forward to see how this works in practice.

Maybe ScotRail should o� er winter travel-
lers a free personal survival kit and in summer 
a generous endurance discount on the ticket 
price to compensate for poor quality of service 
and experience.

Having lived in Oban most of my life, there 
is a great feeling that, insofar as transport 
infrastructure is concerned, we are treated as 
the poor relation and asked to e� ectively put 
up and shut up.

Rob MacCallum, Etive Gardens, Oban. 

We are fortunate to have 
excellent local newspapers
We are fortunate that in the Lochaber Times 
we have a newspaper that excels in bringing 
good news to its subscribers as opposed to the 
coverage of TV and most national papers.

Last week, my wife Katie was unfortunate 
enough to lose her purse in Fort William. 
Within an hour of returning home to Ardgour, 
the phone rang with someone enquiring if 
they could speak to Katie Maitland. Her purse 
had been found in the toilet at Fort William 
railway station and it was returned to her on 
� ursday of this week.

I have told this story to a number of folk and 
each one has replied it is good that there are 
still good, honest people about. � at is indeed 
true, but I am convinced that bad people are 
in the minority.

If the media had a desire to report good 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

YOUR PICTURES

This week’s photograph was emailed 
to The Oban Times by  Sandra 
McNeeley, who said it shows 
Ardchattan and Ben Cruachan from 
the Bonawe Road.

news, as the Lochaber Times does, then our 
lives would indeed be enhanced.

John Maitland, Ardgour.

E� ective work done to keep 
Rest and Be Thankful open
I have to take issue with the latest press release 
(March 5) from Argyll and Bute Council leader 
Aileen Morton, in which she refers to the most 
recent closure of the Rest and Be � ankful in 
terms of a ‘sticking plaster approach’ taken by 
the Scottish Government.

Perhaps Councillor Morton should be remind-

ed of the £13.3 million that has already been 
invested in landslide mitigation at the Rest and 
Be � ankful by the Scottish Government, which 
has prevented its closure on no fewer than 48 
occasions since the programme’s inception.

Moreover, Councillor Morton really does 
need to re� ect on her grasp of basic facts when 
she asserts that the mitigation measures failed 
‘yet again’, despite the evidence that this most 
recent closure occurred outwith the existing 
mitigation area, where harvesting operations 
by Forestry and Land Scotland and extreme 
weather conditions were contributory factors.

Instead of cheap political point-scoring, 
Councillor Morton should perhaps acknowl-
edge the hard work of Transport Scotland, 
BEAR Scotland and Geo-Rope in keeping the 
Rest open and safe on the aforementioned 48 
occasions.

Shonny Paterson, 
SNP Councillor for Lomond North.

Costs of councillors should 
be cut instead of services
With Islay’s winter lifeline bus service in 
the council’s crosshairs in its £9 million 
cuts, it encouraged me to look at Argyll and 
Bute 2018/19 councillor expenses, the latest 
published.

Councillor Alastair Redman, out of our 36 
councillors, cost us a shocking £1,612 in meals 
claimed for, more than half claimed for by all 
36 councillors at a £2,446 total which is a bit 
rich given Councillor Redman is a Tory whose 
party of austerity and Universal Credit (still to 
hit the majority) has driven the rise of charity 
donations to food banks to feed millions and 
millions more when Universal Credit is fully 
rolled out.

Councillor Redman once told me while 
campaigning that a number of councillors 
faced court action for not paying council tax 
yet he now spends the average council tax 
house bill on meals. I don’t think we should be 
subsidising councillors’ meals. If their salary 
is not enough, don’t stand for election.

My ward, Kintyre and the Islands, coun-
cillors’ meals claimed for were: Councillor 
Redman £1,612, Councillor Robin Currie 
£541, Councillor Anne Horn £11.

All 36 councillors cost us £825,972 in 2018/19 
total expenses. � at’s around £4 million 
between elections and could be better spent 
on more accountability, lifeline bus services, 
crumbling schools etc.

Colin M Campbell, Port Charlotte, Islay.

Ged a bha rudan misneachail 
anns an t-seachdain thrang 
seo chaidh feumaidh mi a’ 
ràdh gun robh i cuideachd 
beagan neònach, agus 
draghail. ’S ann ri linn eus-
shlàint a choronabhìoras a 
tha an dragh sin air a bhith 
a’ dol am meud, agus an 
t-astar aig an sgaoil tinneas 
na dhearbhadh air cho 
beag sa tha an saoghal air 
fàs. Cha ghabh deasachadh 
èifeachdach dèanamh ma 
choinneimh dùbhlan air nach 
aithne agus ged a nì eòlai-
chean nas urrainn dhaibh ma 
choinneimh na bhìoras seo 
tha iad gu ìre mhòr ag obair 
air thuairmeas. 

� a sin a’ ciallachadh 
nach eil cinnt gun ruig fàs a’ 
ghalar àrd ìre mu dheireadh 
a’ Chèitean mar a thathas an 
dùil, le dòchas gum bidh e 
a’ tòiseachadh air lagachadh 
toiseach an � oghair. Dè na 
riaghailtean eile a thig oirnn 
anns na seachdainean is 
na mìosan romhainn anns 
an iomairt gus smachd air 
choireiginn a chumail  air 
sgaoileadh an tinneis? Agus 
dè bhuaidh a tha seo dol a 
thoirt oirnn mar shluagh ’s 
mar choimhearsnachdan, 
ann an seadh sòisealta agus 
gu eacanomaigeach? ’S e 

fìrinn na cùise nach eil dad 
a dh’� ios againn, ach tha 
mòran a-nise ag ràdh gum 
bheil an saoghal againn uile 
gu bhith eadar-dhealaichte 
mun àm a bhios seo seachad! 
� a e uile car dubhach, 
agus ’s docha gur e sin a bha 
gam � àgail � ìn a’ cuimh-
neachadh air mar a bha dao-
ine ag innse dhomh mun cuid 
� aireachaidhean an latha 
chaidh an Dàrna Cogadh a 
ghairm.  Draghail!

Bheir dìth spòrs de gach 
seòrsa toil-inntinn air 
falbh bho na mìltean ach 
gu h-annasach mura tèid 
taighean-seinnse a dhùnadh 
is a chasg tha � ios gum bidh 
a cheart uimhir de chunnart 
dha daoine air an cròthadh 
còmhla unnta sin. Càite an 
tèid crìoch air bacaidhean 
chruinneachaidhean sluaigh? 
Am feumar eaglaisean, oi� -
sean, agus ionadan-giollachd 
de gach seòrsa a dhùnadh? 
Dè mu thaighean-òsta agus 
taighean-bidh? Gu cinnteach 
chan eil farmad agam ris an 
� eadhainn ris am bidh na 
co-dhùnaidhean sin an urra!

Mun àm a bhios sibh a’ 
leughadh seo tha mi ’n dùil 
gum bidh � os air nochdadh 
gum bheil clàr nam Mòdan 
Ionadail feadh Alba air an 

t-samhradh seo an cunnart 
a bhith air a chur dheth, air 
sgath nan àireamhan sluaigh 
a bhios gam frithealadh. 
Gun teagamh tha sin gu 
bhith air leth tàmailteach 
dha na tha an sàs annta, ach 
tha dleastanas oirnn slàinte 
a’ mhòr-shluaigh a dhìon. 
� uirt feadhainn rium gur 
saoil iad ma thèid na Mòdan 
Ionadail a chur dheth am 
bliadhna gum bidh cuid 
dhiubh a bhios doirbh an 
ùrachadh an ath-bhliadhna. 
Gabhaidh sin tuigsinn, ach 
feumar dìcheall a dhèanamh 
gus nach tachair sin oir b’ e 
peanas thar tomhais a bhiodh 
ann gun dèanadh a bhìoras 
seo cron air a’ Ghàidhlig!

Dè mun Mhòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail 2020 ann an Inbhir 
Nis? Bidh sinn beò an dòchas!

Coronavirus is frightening, 
as in many ways are the 
strictures being imposed in 
the battle to manage it. May it 
pass swi� ly!

 
Allan Campbell 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

 Allan Campbell is 
president of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach and a mem-
ber of Bòrd na Gàidhlig.



� e 21st annual Craignish Boat 
Jumble Sale, which was due to be 
held on Saturday, March 21, at 
Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern, has 
been cancelled.

Organisers of the much-loved 
event, said: ‘Craignish Community 
Company is extremely sorry and 
hopes this will not put people o�  fu-
ture events, but we would rather err 
on the side of caution in the current 
environment as we would hate to 
put anyone either in the community 
or visiting at risk.’

Roads and transport were top of 
the agenda at last week’s meeting of 
Dunbeg Community Council with 
the group taking action on improv-
ing the turning circle in the village 

a� er West Coast Motors informed it 
that larger buses could not negotiate 
the current structure.

� e council is now looking to have 
the roundabout demolished and 
replaced with a white circle on the 
road.

Moving the Jane Road bus stop 
to stop tra�  c building up behind 
stopped buses was discussed and 
if there was a suitable response on 
the turning circle issue, a meeting 
would be set up with John Blake of 
Argyll and Bute Council to � nd a 
resolution.

Killin SWI’s March meeting, hosted 
by president Elizabeth Woods, saw 
a great turnout, with an interesting 
presentation on hat making from 
Nora Watson, who took up milli-
nery following her retirement.

� is was well received by the 
ladies in attendance who took up 
the opportunity to  try on some of 
Nora’s beautiful hats. A competition 
followed in which prizes of hair 
fascinators and decorations were 
handed out.

� e group’s next meeting is due to 
be on � ursday April 2 at the lesser 
McLaren Hall with speaker Bridget 
Black from Gatehouse Nursery.

A recent Gaelic information day 
in Sleat, hosted by Comann nam 
Pàrant Shlèite alongside � e 
Highland Council, was well attend-
ed by the community.

� e event was held to raise aware-
ness for Gaelic-medium education 
and gave details of support and 
advice available to those who may 
be interested in their children being 

taught in the traditional language.
� e day featured a host of informa-

tion stalls, ranging from the Gaelic 
Books Council to Gaelic4Parents, as 
well as a bouncy castle, face painting 
and a song and rhyme session. A taster 
session was also well subscribed with 
those looking to learn basic Gaelic.

Crianlarich Hall hosted the 
February Strath� llan Community 
Council meeting where the 
Tyndrum to Lix Toll average speed 
cameras were discussed.

It is hoped that their introduction 
will help to lower the number of 
accidents on the A82 and A85, a� er 
the success of similar cameras on 
the A9. 

� ese cameras are now in 
operation.

Reducing accidents was the main 

priority of Police Scotland and Safety 
Cameras Scotland at the meeting. 

� is came too late for one lorry 
driver who was le�  ‘unhurt but wet’ 
a� er running o�  the road and into the 
river, as reported by PC Murray.

Other news from the meeting saw 
a recommended extension of the 
shopper bus scheme, as well as calls 
for a cancelled broadband meeting 
to be rearranged.

Kilmore Hall was due to host a ‘pot 
luck supper’ and quiz on the evening 
of Friday March 20 to help raise 
money for a new kitchen extension 
at the hall.

� e event has now been cancelled 
due to the coronavirus.

Kilmore 100 Club announced its 
March winners as M MacKinnon, 
£100, and D MacKay, £200.

� e Oban Times
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DISTRICT NEWS
Cheque this! Youngsters land windfalls

CRAIGNISH

DUNBEG
KILLIN

KILMORESLEAT

STRATHFILLAN

Donations were made this week to St Columba’s Primary School, left, and Oban and District Girl Guides by the West Highland Housing Association. St Columba’s P6 and P7 
pupils, alongside teacher Mrs MacLellan, were presented with £1,000 by the association’s chairman Dougie Mackie, and vice-chairman Gerry Boyle. The money will go toward the 
school’s trips project. Oban Girl Guides were awarded the same amount which will be used towards the refurbishment of the Guide Hall in Oban.
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At random

Don’t panic
I visited a couple of Oban supermarkets 
at the weekend and was dismayed to see 
people had obviously been panic buying on 
the back of the coronavirus situation.

� ere were manifest shortages of some 
items, including loo rolls and handwashing 
lotion and pasta – but strangely not pasta 
sauces.

While people need to take care and be 
prepared, supermarkets have said there is 
plenty to go around if people act responsibly 
and do not buy up more than they need. As 
a precaution, it is expected that people will 
perhaps add an extra packet of toilet paper 
or add a few more tins to their trollies, but 
to � nd whole aisles of toilet paper and pasta 
empty is staggering.

An expert on the radio last week explained 
that the vast majority of people who become 
infected will feel little other than a few cold 
symptoms. Of the one in � ve people for 
whom it is worse, the vast majority of them 
will recover fully. � e mortality rate is in 
low single � gures of per cent.

Of course, I’m desperately sorry for the 
families and friends of people who have 
died from coronavirus, but, please, let’s not 
panic about this.

Winter damage
Aye, it’s nearing spring but the winter has 
taken a savage toll on some roads in the 
area.

� e stretch of road between Tyndrum and 
Crianlarich has become a nightmare and 
BEAR Scotland needs to carry out repairs 
urgently before there is a serious accident.

In Oban, some parts of the routes around 
the retail park, notably Lochavullin Road, 
are in a real mess with horri� c potholes. 
� at is also the case at the tra�  c lights near 
Aldi and the high school.

I’m told that the road to Kilchrenan is in 
a dreadful state but that Argyll and Bute 
Council has said it is a ‘low priority’ to one 
resident who complained.

Winter always takes its toll but the council 
needs to be quicker to carry out repairs. 
And the folk at Kilchrenan pay their council 
tax too.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Hands-on history box takes pupils back in time
There was great excitement at Dalmally Primary School when their history box was handed over by Dalmally Historical Association. 
Included in the items, right, was a hand-carved wooden bowl.

A box of medieval mysteries 
has been delivered to Dalmally 
Primary School to help pupils  
discover more about the past.

Pupils were excited to get hands 
on the object handling kit from 
Dalmally Historical Association 
(DHA) earlier this month.

� e kit was inspired by the re-
sults of the Clan Gregor Society 
archaeological excavations at 
Tigh Mor, Glen Strae, near the 
village.

Digs have found that Tigh Mor 
was a small medieval settlement, 
dating from the 11th and 12th 
centuries AD, with buildings 
made from timber and turf.

It is proof that iron production 
and potential smithing of objects 
has also been discovered, says 
Steve Beesley, from Dalmally 
Historical Association.

� e site is  in an unusual posi-
tion, higher on the hillside than 
most settlements, overlooking 
the head of Loch Awe where 

Kilchurn Castle now stands.
� e object handling box was 

produced by Northlight Heritage 
and now means Dalmally school 
can learn more about Tigh Mor 
and how people made, used and 
disposed of objects in the medi-
eval period.

� e production of the kit 
was made possible with kind 
support from the River Lochy 

Hydro Scheme Community 
Bene� t Fund as administered 
by Dalmally Community 
Company.

And some of the objects were 
produced by skilled cra� speople, 
such as the replica medieval 
jug made by Graham Taylor of 
Potted History.

Dr Gavin MacGregor, from 
Northlight Heritage, Mr Beesley 

and Bob Prestidge, who is treas-
urer of Dalmally Community 
Company, went along to the 
school to help present them with 
the kit.

Mr Prestidge said: ‘It was 
delightful to witness the enthu-
siasm with which the box was 
received by both pupils and sta� . 

‘� e project delivered a useful 
tool for study both now and in 
the future. 

‘We were very happy to � nance 
this project from the community 
bene� t fund.’

Mr Beesley added: ‘Anything 
that helps a child become 
connected to the bigger story 
is invaluable. � e box is � lled 
with items designed to trigger 
imagination and to fuel conver-
sation as to what life might have 
been like 800 years ago in this 
landscape. Gavin has brought an 
enthusiasm to learn about our 
past and le�  us a valuable tool 
for the future.’

Handling the history box items brought the past alive ... even if 
some of them required careful treatment.
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Taynish has 
musicians on 
song for nature

A new contest has been launched 
calling on musicians of all genres to 
show their love of nature by writing 
music inspired by the coasts and waters 
of Scotland’s beautiful nature reserves.

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and 
Fèis Rois have partnered up on this 
� rst competition for Scotland to inspire 
people to connect with nature through 
music. Entrants are invited to compose 
a piece of music inspired by one of 
10 national nature reserves across 
Scotland, including Taynish National 
Nature Reserve in Argyll.

The In Tune with Nature competition 
will be judged by a panel of well-known 
faces from the Scottish music industry 
including Julie Fowlis, Vic Galloway, Gill 
Maxwell and Karine Polwart and is part 
of the celebrations for the Year of Coasts 
and Waters 2020.

Winners will receive £500 and the 
chance to take part in live performances 
throughout the year. Each winner will 
also make a � lm on the nature reserve 
which inspired their music with a 
professional � lm-maker.

Entries can be in any style of music 
and may or may not include lyrics. Ref-
erences to local culture, language and 
tradition are encouraged. New Gaelic 
songs are particularly encouraged.

Heather Watkin, SNH’s reserve 
manager at Taynish, said: ‘There’s so 
much to be inspired by on our nature 
reserves, particularly during the Year of 
Coasts and Waters 2020. We have such 
an amazing variety of marine wildlife 
and seabirds in Scotland, as well as 
stunning beaches, lochs and rivers. It’s 
hard not to be inspired by such beauty.’

The contest opened March 1 and 
closes on May 31, with winners 
announced on June 26.

Oban students benefi t 
from expedition fund
Two students at the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) have been helped by the 
Scottish Arctic Club’s expedition fund, as the 
organisation celebrates its 50th year.

� e students, who are currently  in Norway, 
study marine science and were given � nancial 
support to help with their Arctic adventure.

� e Scottish Arctic Club’s expedition fund has 
been ongoing for 30 years and runs annually 
for students who are bound for the direction of 
the North Pole.

Tormod Doherty, who took up the opportu-
nities, says the lifestyle is extraordinary. ‘I have 

really fallen in love with the Arctic, 
there’s so much to do up here. I am 
a keen skier and mountaineer so 
this place is the best playground I 
could ask for.

‘I study on the Arctic island of 
Spitsbergen, which is part of the 
Svalbard archipelago. � is is an 
amazing time to be living up here 
as I am witnessing the return of the 
sun a� er the � rst two months of my 
stay were in complete darkness.’

� e expedition fund, which has been in 
place for 30 years, has helped Tormod, and sev-
eral others like him, to live and study in places 
such as Svalbard. Money is raised for the fund 
by ra�  es, auctions and donations from club 
members.

Svalbard is typically an expensive place to 
live, making extra � nancial support invaluable, 
particularly to students.

Tormod explained: ‘� e Scottish Arctic Club 
has really helped with � nancial support, as 

Tormod Doherty, inset and skiing in the Arctic, says the place is ‘amazing’.

the cost of living up here is very 
expensive due to the importation 
costs, and nothing really grows 
this far north.’

Fellow SAMS student Ashton 
McDonald also bene� ted from 

the expedition grant, and is look-
ing forward to being able to put the 

Arctic club’s funds to use. 
Ashton said: ‘� e next few weeks we 

will � nally be able to leave the town and go on 
excursions. I can’t wait to � nally get to work.’

Scottish students, under 30, who decide to 
study in the Arctic are eligible for � nancial help 
from the expedition fund, which is given to a 
selected number of applicants each year. � is 
year 14 students applied for grants.

Dunbeg-based SAMS, in partnership with the 
University of the Highlands and Islands, o� ers 
unique opportunities to study abroad, including 

the University Centre in Svalbard (UNIS), 
Norway. SAMS specialises in marine science, 
making it the perfect place for students who have 
Arctic ambitions.

Sue Fenton, treasurer and secretary of the 
Scottish Arctic Club, explained: ‘Awards are 
made to young people for artistic endeavours, 
exploration, research or mountaineering in the 
Arctic.

‘Apart from Ashton and Tormod’s funding, 
awards were made to a Glasgow University 
expedition studying seabirds, a glacier traverse 
in south-west Greenland, a two-person fat bike 
trip this spring in western Greenland, and an 
artist-in-residence in north-west Greenland, 
among a number of other expeditions.’

Sue said the success of the fund reiterated the 
importance of educating and inspiring people 
about polar expeditions: ‘We do this to encour-
age a new generation of Arctic travellers.’

‘This place is the best playground I 
could ask for … This is an amazing 
time to be living up here.’

by Rachel Carruthers
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader should be contacted be-
forehand for meet-up and start times. Car 
sharing usually possible and people can 
try before they buy. Further information 
at www.lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Sunday March 22, Two Lairigs Circuit,
Glencoe.

A hard walk for this grade with more 
than normal height to climb, but mostly 
on well-constructed footpaths. It links 
two splendid glens, with impressive 
scenery, with big hills and tumbling 
streams.

Start from the CP at NN187562. 
Follow the footpath SW, which crosses 
the Allt Lairig Eilde at NN181557 on 
stepping-stones. If this is not possible, 
continue on the E side of the burn and 
rejoin the path at NN173542. Follow the 
path to the col, marked by a cairn. From 
the col, it is possible to contour at about 
500m, around the SW and SE � anks of 
Stob Dubh, to arrive at the col in Lairig 
Gartain NN183529. Another short-cut 
may be taken further S down the 
Lairig Eilde path, if it is possible to cross 
the main burn at NN171527. A barely 
discernible path contours the base of 
Stob Dubh at about 350m, to reach 
the Lairig Gartain path at NN178524. 
Otherwise, continue S down the Lairig 
Eilde path to a junction among the trees 
above the Glen Etive road near Dalness. 
Turn left and follow the path up to the 
col in Lairig Gartain. The path continues 
NE to the CP on the A82 at NN213559. 
Transport required.

Grade: L. Distance: 11Km. Height to 
climb: 350m. Map(s): LR41, EX384. Meet 
at: Glencoe CP 0900. Start of walk 0930. 
Leader: Jo Spicer 07815042505. Mentor: 
Colin Campbell.

Thursday March 26, Ring of Steall, Glen 
Nevis.
A classic ridge traverse. The walk 
starts at the Upper Falls CP, NN167692. 
Follow the path E through the gorge 
and eventually cross the wire bridge at 
NN177684. Follow the path E past the Alt 
Coire a Mhail and then S up Coire Chadha 
Chaoruinn to eventually gain the summit 
of An Gearanach. The route then follows 
through An Garbhanach, StobCoire a 
Chairn, Am Bodach and Sgurr an Lubhair 
descending NW to a col at 924m and the 
start of the Devil’s Ridge. This is followed 
N to Stob Choire a Mhail and then Sgurr a 
Mhaim. Follow the path down � rst N then 
NW to the Lower Falls CP then walk along 
the road and return to the start at the 
Upper Falls CP.

Grade: S. Distance: 17km. Height to 
climb: 1676m. Map(s): LR41, EX392. Meet 
at: Fort William WM NN112742 at 0830. 

Start of walk NN167692 at 0900. Leader: 
Andrew Gilbert 07808 924722.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis hillwalking.
club. If anyone would like to go on a walk, 
contact club secretary Suzanne Theobald 
on 01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club
Saturday March 21, Ben Starav and 
Beinn nan Aighenan, Glen Etive.
Ben Starav, seen at its full height rising 
out of the sea at the head of Loch Etive, is 
one of the grandest of Scottish hills. Part-
nered with remote Beinn nan Aighenan, 
it makes a � ne expedition. Start at the 
Coileitir Farm track, NN136468, where 
limited o� -road parking is available. 
Head E on the track, cross the River 
Etive and follow it SW, past Coileitir and 
cross the Allt nam Meirleach on the FB. 
Continue on the path as far as the foot 
of the NNE ridge of Ben Starav and climb 
directly to its summit, 1078m*. 

From the summit take the ridge E over 
Stob Coire Dheirg and descend to the 
col** at 766mlr. Descend SE across the 
slope, past a group of lochans on a spur, 
to reach the col at the foot of the N ridge 
of Beinn nan Aighenan. Climb the ridge 
to its summit. Return to the foot of the 
N ridge and climb back up to the 766m 
col. Head down N on the path along 
the W side of the Allt nam Meirleach to 
rejoin the outward route at the foot of 
the NNE ridge of Ben Starav and return 
to the start.

*A rougher, but more adventurous 
route from the summit of Ben Starav 
omits Beinn nan Aighenan. Head SE, 
soon descending and curving S to a 
col named Stoineag at the head of the 
impressive Coire na Larach, full of burns 
and waterfalls. Continue along the ridge, 
curving SW around the rim of the corrie, 
over the Munro Tops of Meall Cruidh, 
930m, and Stob an Duine Ruaidh, 918m. 
After another small summit, 822m, the 
ridge bifurcates. Descend the NW branch 
to intersect with the Allt Coire Larach 
issuing from the con� nes of the corrie. 
Cross the burn at 150m alt, NN105416 
and head N diagonally down the slope 
to reach the footpath along the shore. 
Head N for 5km to the FB over the Allt 
nam Meirleach. Follow the outward 
route back to the start.

**A shorter route also omits Beinn 
nan Aighenan. From the 766m col, head 
down N on the path along the W side 
of the Allt nam Meirleach. Rejoin the 
outward route at the foot of the NNE 
ridge of Ben Starav and return to the 
start.

18km, 1581m ascent. *15km, 1261m 
ascent. ** 11km, 1103m ascent

Co-ordinated by Andrew Gilbert.

Argyll heritage projects can 
apply for share of £200,000
Historic Environment Scotland 
(HES) is encouraging organi-
sations with community-based 
projects in Argyll and Bute to ap-
ply for its new Coasts and Waters 
Heritage Fund which launched on 
Monday March 9 for the Year of 
Coasts and Waters.

As part of the new scheme, grants 
between £3,000 and £20,000 will 
be available for projects which 
help communities to protect, 
promote or engage with Scotland’s 
coasts or waterways. � is includes 
projects which are developing 
and implementing measures to 
enhance resilience and adapt to 
climate change.

While community groups are 
encouraged to apply, the scheme 
is open to all organisations. All 
applicants, however, should 
demonstrate how their project 

will bene� t the local community. 
� is could be through developing 
traditional skills, stabilising his-
toric or marine structures, hosting 
community outreach and educa-
tional activities, or increasing peo-
ple’s understanding of Scotland’s 
coasts and waters heritage.

� e Coasts and Waters Heritage 
Fund is a one-o� , competitive 
fund to celebrate Scotland’s 
themed year and applications will 
close on Sunday May 31.

Jane Ryder OBE, chairwoman of 
HES, said: ‘For thousands of years, 
communities across Scotland 
have lived and worked along or 
near water, and the Year of Coasts 
and Waters provides an excellent 
opportunity to engage people with 
our coastal and waterway heritage.

‘� rough this new grant pro-
gramme, we are encouraging 

communities not only to celebrate 
our coasts and waters, but also to 
explore opportunities to adapt 
to the e� ects of climate change 
and help to ensure this important 
aspect of our heritage is protected 
for future generations.’

� e launch of the Coasts and 
Waters Heritage Fund follows 
the publication of HES’s Climate 
Action Plan which outlines an 
ambitious programme of climate 
commitments over the next � ve 
years and beyond, in response to 
the climate crisis.

To apply for the Coasts and 
Waters Heritage Fund, an expres-
sion of interest must be made by 
� ursday April 30. Applications 
will close on Sunday May 31.

For further information visit: 
http://www.historicenvironment.
scot/ycw2020-heritage-fund

Jane Ryder says groups can apply for funding to preserve and promote coastal and waterway heritage. 
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Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 

Your Local 
Hermes Carrier

In response to coronavirus, 
NFU Scotland has taken the 
di�  cult decision to tempo-
rarily ask the membership 
to not hold any meetings or 
gatherings until further no-
tice, writes President Andrew 
McCornick in the union’s 
blog.

He said: ‘� is is not an easy 
step to take as government 
guidelines [at time of writ-
ing] are not at this level yet.  
However, this decision will 
allow us to take stock and 
behave responsibly for both 
our members and sta� .’

� e planned rally on trade 
standards in London on 
the March 25, to have been 
held with other UK farming 
unions has been postponed 
and a decision on whether the 
union proceeds with its plans 
to celebrate Scottish food and 
farming across the country 
on May 23 is under review.

Ironically, Mr McCornick 
points out that this is prob-
ably the best time of year for 

NFUS to be making this call 
as there will be an element 
of self-isolation going on in 
Scottish farms and cro� s 
with the spring work of 
lambing, calving, ploughing 
and seeding all keeping folk’s 

heads down, making meet-
ings less frequent.

‘We, as a union and as indi-
viduals, have a duty of care for 
each other, and this cannot 
be lost in these unusual and 
exceptional circumstances.

‘It must also be borne in 
mind that the average age of 
farmers and cro� ers is very 
close to the vulnerable age 
that Government advisers are 
asking to be extra careful.

‘On the � ip side of this, we 
are asking people to isolate 
themselves which has been 
shown to be a major element 
in mental wellbeing for our 
membership. As every sector 
of society puts plans in place 
to mitigate the impact of the 
disease, the farming frater-
nity must act responsibly 
when it comes to limiting the 
spread of this virus.

‘NFUS as an organisation 
will still be doing all the work 
our members are expecting 
but it will be getting done in 
a di� erent way. � ese discus-

sions need to be had but the 
technology exists, and I am 
sure the desire is there to be 
pushing on ensuring the best 
representation of the industry 
at all levels on all issues.’

He urges all members to look 
out for one another and watch 
out for Government advice 
at: www.gov.uk/guidance/
coronavirus-covid-19-infor-
mation-for-the-public

And he o� ers a reminder for 
those who need emotional, 
practical or � nancial support 
in times of need, that the 
rural charity RSABI is there 
to support people in Scottish 
agriculture and can be con-
tacted on 0300 111 4166.

For businesses, the new 
Scottish Government 
helpline, operate by Scottish 
Enterprise, to supply tailored 
advice on coronavirus is 0300 
303 0660

Read the full blog at: https://
www.nfus.org.uk/news/blog/
message-on-coronavirus--
13-march-2020

NFUS asks members 
to suspend meetings 

Andrew McCornick says 
the decision will allow us 
to take stock and behave 
responsibly for both our 
members and sta� .

Single 
application 
window
Commenting on the opening 
of the Single Application Form 
window, Rural Economy 
Secretary Fergus Ewing said: 
‘� is year’s Single Application 
Form (SAF) window has now 
opened with farmers, cro� ers 
and land managers having 
until midnight on May 15 
to submit their applications. 
For the � rst time last year, 
more than 90 per cent of 
applications were submitted 
online, and I would encourage 
everyone who wishes to do so 
to submit online again as soon 
as possible.

‘Applying online is specif-
ically designed to simplify 
the process by automatically 
checking for errors – reducing 
the risk of � nancial penalties. 
It gives famers access to 
their most up-to-date land 
information and it allows 
them to manage their business 
information at the touch of a 
button. 

‘Having entered the Brexit 
transition period, I would 
remind farmers the farm 
payment element of the CAP 
payments are guaranteed at 
current levels until the end of 
the UK parliamentary term.’
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IN STOCK
New Zetor tractors now with 5 year 0% � nance, o� er ends 31st march 2020
QUALITY USED ZETOR TRACTORS
17 reg Cyrstal 160, Duetz 6cyl, full suspension, front links, PTO .................£51000
65 reg Forterra HSX 120, Sigma loader ............................................................... £38000
64 reg Forterra HSX 120, Sigma loader, cab suspension .............................. £34000
13 reg Forterra 135, Sigma loader .........................................................................£31000
14 reg Forterra HSX 140, cab suspension ...........................................................£33000
11 reg Forterra 125, Sigma loader .........................................................................£29500
59 reg Forterra 115, Traclift loader ........................................................................£27500
64 reg Proxima Power 120 ...................................................................................... £29000
11 reg Proxima Plus 105 ............................................................................................£22000
09 reg Proxima Power 95, Traclift loader ............................................................£25000
67 reg Proxima HS80, as new ..................................................................................£33000
Also new Hurlimann & Solis tractors in stock,view on website
MACHINERY
Now is the time to do a deal on new Grassland machinery, we have new 
Malone mowers & tedders in stock. Also Galfre rakes & tedders & new 2 drum 
mowers. Supplies look like being tight this year so best to buy early.
New Marshall MS60, 75 & 90 rota spreaders in stock, keen prices! 
New Fleming MS1000 rota spreaders big tyres .................................................. £5750
Choice of 8 used rota spreaders  from....................................................................£1250

Many other tractors & machinery in stock, view online at 
www.tunstalltractorscom

CHEAPEST FOR YEARS. Guaranteed finest quality large square, 
round or small conventional bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer 

or smaller rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u

u
    

One call could save ££’s. Special 
offers especially on inside round 

straw  &  SMALL BALE HAY. 

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE?

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

C
A

M E R
O
N

D
A V I

Dest. 
1975 

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

REG.
COLLIE DOG

5 yrs. old. Hill, 
Field or Trial. 
Works cattle. 

For details tel. 
07740 983270

Islay: United Auctions, Saturday March 14, 
sold 798 store bullocks and heifers. Bullocks 
sold to £1,350 per head for an 834kg LimX 
from Mr R Johnstone, Balaclava, to average 
£895.75(+£41.34) while heifers sold to £1,280 
for a 620kg LimX also from Mr R Johnstone, 
Balaclava, to average £785.55(+£49.07). 
Bullocks sold to 268p/kg for a pen of � ve, 
347kg CharX from Mr C McMillan, Tallant, to 
average 231.38p/kg (n/c) and heifers sold to 
255p/kg for a 424kg LimX from M/s WC & MI 
Wood, Octofad, to average 216.19p/kg (+7.99p/
kg).  A good show of quality bred cattle sold to 
a strong following of mainland buyers resulting 
in vendors returning home satis� ed with the 
day’s proceedings.

Leading prices per head:
Bullocks – AAx - £1,045, Octofad; £1,000(7), 

Octomore; £970(17), Tallant; £945, Octomore; 
£930(6), Duich; £920(10), Octomore; £905, 
Tallant; £900(2), Grulinbeg. CHARx - £1,010, 
£990(8), Tallant; £990(5), Craigens; £980(3), 
Eorrabus; £980(4), Craigens; £970(4), Eorrabus; 
£970(3), Craigens; £960(5), £950(6), Eorrabus; 
£930(5), Tallant; £920(7), Craigens; £920(13), 
£910, Eorrabus; £910(5), Craigens. LIMx - £1,350, 
£1,200(2), £1,150(2), Balaclava; £1,110(4), 
Octofad; £1,100(2), £1090, Lossit; £1,090, 
Brybruich; £1,090(2), Ardbeg; £1,060(2), Tallant; 
£1,055(2), Balaclava; £,1045(4), Octofad; £1,040, 
Tallant; £1,040, Lossit; £1020(9), £1,000(5), 
Ardbeg; £1,000(5), Blackrock; £990(3), Eorrabus; 
£990(4), Octofad; £990(4), Blackrock; £990(2), 
Tallant; £990(2), £980(8), Ardbeg; £975(7), 
Lossit; £975(8), Balaclava; £970(5), Tallant; £970, 
Kilchiaran; £965(8), Octofad; £965, Octomore; 
£960(6), Kilchiaran; £960(4), Ardbeg. LUINGx - 
£960(5), £925(5), Islay Estates. SIMx - £980, £955, 
£830(4), Carrabus.

Heifers – AAx - £1,070(4), £1,050(7), Octofad; 
£995, Brybruich; £855, Octomore; £800(6), 
Eorrabus. CHARx - £920, Aoradh; £920(7), 
Craigens; £910(7), Tallant; £910(2), Aoradh; 

£910(2), Tallant; £900(3), £890(2), Eorrabus; 
£860(6), Craigens; £840(3), Aoradh. LIMx 
- £1280, Balaclava; £1,085, Ardbeg; £1,080, Octo-
fad; £1,080, Ardbeg; £1005(4), Lossit; £975(2), 
Octofad; £965(2), Kilchiaran; £955(5), Octofad; 
£945(2), Blackrock; £935, Carrabus; £930, 
Eorrabus; £925(5), Lossit; £920(2), Eorrabus; 
£900(3), Octofad. SIMx - £810(3), Eorrabus. 

Leading prices per kilo:
Bullocks – AAx – 248p(8), 247p(17), Tallant; 

246p(2), Grulinbeg; 245p(3), Aoradh; 245p(3), 
Tallant; 244p(10), Octomore; 240p, Craigens; 
239p, 235p(7), Octomore; 233p(6), Duich; 231p, 
Grulinbeg; 231p, Tallant; 224p(2), Duich. CHARx 
– 268p(5), Tallant; 266p(4), 262p(6), Aoradh; 
260p(5), Tallant; 258p(4), Aoradh; 256p(2), 
Tallant; 250p(3), Carrabus; 247p(8), Eorrabus; 
246p(5), Craigens; 242p, Tallant; 240p(2), 
Craigens; 239p(5), Eorrabus; 236p(5), Craigens; 
234p(6), Eorrabus; 234p, Aoradh; 232p(4), 
Eorrabus; 231p(4), Craigens. LIMx – 261p(8), 
Ardbeg; 260p, Tallant; 259p(4), 256p(2), Ardbeg; 
254p(5), 253p(11), Tallant; 252p(4), Ardbeg; 
250p, Carrabus; 250p(12), Balaclava; 250p(7), 
Duich; 248p(2), Tallant; 247p, Carrabus; 246p(9), 
Ardbeg; 245p(4), Blackrock; 245p, Ardbeg; 
243p(3), Blackrock; 243p(5), 242p(2), Ardbeg; 
241p(7), Lossit; 241p(5), Blackrock; 241p(7), 
238p(6), Eorrabus; 236p, Blackrock; 234p, 233p, 
Tallant; 233p(5), Octofad; 232p(2), Eorrabus; 
232p(5), Carrabus; 231p(2), Ardbeg. LUINGx – 
235p(11), Duich. SIMx – 247p, Carrabus.

Heifers – AAx – 221p(2), Octomore; 220p(10), 
Aoradh. CHARx – 254p, 248p(3), 246p(3), 
236p(7), Aoradh; 235p(7), Tallant; 234p(7), 
Aoradh; 234p(4), Craigens; 231p(6), Tallant; 
230p(2), Craigens; 230p(2), Tallant; 226p(3), 
Aoradh; 223p(3), Carrabus; 220p, Aoradh; 
220p(7), Eorrabus. LIMx – 255p, Octofad; 
250p(2), Blackrock; 247p, Eorrabus; 245p, 
239p(3), Ardbeg; 238p, Eorrabus; 238p, 237p, 
Ardbeg; 236p, Blackrock; 230p(4), 229p(5), 
Ardbeg.  

Around the markets



#ScottishWhiskyTrail

If you are a whisky lover or just want to try the best drams in Scotland then download 
our free app today and make the most of your time in the home of whisky.

Our new app is your pocket guide to the Scottish whisky scene. Use our interactive map to 
fi nd the best places to shop, buy and sample Scotland’s national drink, all at the touch of a 
button.  

Visit iconic whisky bars, rub shoulders with local whisky experts and get the best advice on 
how to enjoy your preferred dram. Above all have fun and remember – drink sensibly.

Slàinte!

DOWNLOAD 
OUR FREE 
APP TODAY

*You must be 18 years or older to purchase alcohol within the UK.

THE NEW APP FROM 
CASK & STILL MAGAZINE
If you are a whisky lover or just want to try the best drams in Scotland then download 

YOUR WHISKY 
JOURNEY 

STARTS HERE
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

� e Oban High School Pipe 
Band held its annual concert 
last � ursday evening at the 
Corran Halls to raise funds 
for new equipment along with 
the refurbishment of existing 
kit. Money will be used to buy 
new drum harnesses.

� e showcase event was a 
sell-out and the audience was 
treated to not only pipe band 
music but youngsters also 
played traditional music.

Organiser Nan Johnstone 
told � e Oban Times: 'We 
were delighted with how the 
evening went. It was well sup-
ported and very well received. 

'� e children had been 
busy over the winter months 
preparing for the concert, 
and as well as the pipe band 
music there was traditional 
pieces too, with small pipes, 
� ddle etc. It is good for the 

youngsters as it allows them 
to try something they don't 
normally do.'

Prior to the concert, mem-
bers of Oban Rotary Club 
and Oban Commercial 180 
Masonic Lodge both present-
ed cheques to the band, with 
Rotary President Douglas 
Small, together with past pres-
ident Ken Oxland, presenting 
the band with a cheque for 
£500 towards its fundraising, 
while Kenny Pearson RWM 
of Oban Commercial 180, 
along with treasurer Alan 
MacDonald, handed over a 
cheque for £1,000 to the band.

Kenny and Alan, along with 
Douglas and Ken, are pictured 
handing over their cheques to 
the band.
 For more photographs, 

turn to pages 30 and 31.

Youngsters drum up support 
at annual pipe band concert
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DIARDAOIN 19 A’ Mhairt 
THURSDAY 19 March
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Eorpa/European Current A� airs 
21:00 Peter Tobin – Murtair Bitheanta/ Serial 
Killer (rpt)
21:50 Binneas – Na Trads – Ross Ainslie (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Seoid a’ Chidsin S4 
22:30  ÙR/NEW: Bana- Churaidhean/ Warrior 
Women
23: 20 Dhan Uisge (Falls of Acharn) (rpt)
23:30 Func (rpt)

DIHAOINE  20 A’ Mhairt 
FRIDAY 20th March
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là – News 
19:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19:30 Fianais (rpt)
20:00 Togaidh Sinn Fonn (rpt)
20:25 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:30 Thar na Loidhne (rpt)
21:00 Opry an Luir (rpt)
21:50 Dhan Uisge (Falls of Acharn) (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Eadar na Dha 1918-1935/Clash 
of Futures:1918-1935 
22:50 Binneas – Na Trads – Ross Ainslie (rpt)
23:00 Seirm – Celtic Connections (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 21 A’ Mhairt
SATURDAY 21  March
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

17:45 An Là – News 
18:00 Diary of Britain : Shinty Town (rpt)
18:40 Balaich Ronaigh (rpt)
19:30 Fianais (rpt)
20:00 Machair (rpt)
20:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20:30 Dreach Ur (rpt)
21:00 ÙR/NEW: Seirm – Celtic Connections 
22:00 Bana- Churaidhean/ Warrior Women (rpt)
22:50 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – Lucy 
Spraggan (rpt)
23:00 Tatu Rioghail Dhun Eideann 2017 (rpt)
00:35 Ceol bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 22 A’ Mhairt 
SUNDAY 22 March
16 :00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18 :15  An La – News
18:30 Seachd La – News Review 
19:30 Alleluia (rpt)
20:00 Eorpa (rpt)
20 :30 Fuine S5 (rpt)
21 :00 Guth Ag Aithris – Christine Primrose (rpt)
22 :00 Seirm – Celtic Connections (rpt)
23 :00 Eadar na Dha : 1918-1935/Clash of 
Futures :1918-1935 (rpt)
23 :55 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (Highlights) 
(rpt)

DILUAIN 23 A’ Mhairt 
MONDAY 23 March
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Beul Chainnt (rpt) 
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Thar na Loidhne/Crossing the 
Line 
21:00 Trusadh- Calum’s Music/ Ceol Chaluim 

(rpt)
22:00 Tiree Music Festival – Urban Teuchtars 
(rpt)
22:30 The Brewdog Story (Na Grudairean) (rpt)
23:30 Seoid a’ Chidsin S4 (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 24 A’ Mhairt 
TUESDAY 24 March
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 Vets : Gach Creutair Beo (rpt)
19 :30 Beul Chainnt (rpt)
19 :55 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 Fuine S5 (rpt) 
21:00 A’ Suathadh Ri Iomadh Rubha/ The 
Campbell Family Story (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh – Calum’s Music/ Ceol Chaluim  
(rpt)
23:00 Fraochy Bay(rpt)
23:05 Togaidh Sinn Fonn/Join in The Music (rpt)
23:30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 25  A’ Mhairt 
WEDNESDAY 25  March
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Beul Chainnt (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Dreach Ur (rpt) 
21.00 Uisge ar Beatha (rpt)
22:00 FUNC (rpt)
22:30 Tiree Music Festival – Urban Teuchtars 
(rpt)
23:00 Peter Tobin – Murtair Bitheanta/ Serial 
Killer (rpt)
23:50 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – Lucy 
Spraggan (rpt)

Pipe band concert is sell-out success

The snare drummers perform their drum fanfare with a bit of fancy stick juggling.

Innes MacKay received the loudest cheer of the night for his performance of The 
Shepherds of the Etives.

Above, all the musicians together in the � nale; far right, Isla MacCormick performs as 
part of the school of traditional music; and right, the Isla Sinclair dancers also took part in 
the concert in the Corran Halls on Saturday evening, as part of Oban High School's Pipe 
Band fundraiser. Photographs: Kevin McGlynn
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Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.scot or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: info@obanfm.scot
MONDAY:  8am-12pm:  Breakfast with 
Stephen, 12pm-3pm: Sounds of the '60s 
with Bob G, 3pm-5pm: Clyde 2, 5pm-7pm: 
Drive time with Marcus, 7pm-8pm: Rosie's 
Highland Fling, 8pm-9pm: John McLuckie 
Show, 9pm-10pm: David Cullen Show, 
10pm-12am: Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Ken Hunter, 
1pm-3pm: Macky on Fm, 3pm-5pm: Mental 
Health, Musings with Mer, 5pm-7pm: Drive 
times with Bob G, 7pm-8pm: Highest Praise 
with Stuart Chalmers, 8pm-9pm: Sounds 
Scottish with Archie Cameron, 9pm-12am: 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Comfort Zone with 
Lesley, 1pm-3pm: Doug Carmichael lunch 
show, 3pm-5pm: Clyde 2, 5pm-7pm: Drive 
time with Campbell, 7pm-9pm: Country 
meets Rock and Roll with Ken or Len, 
9pm-11pm: Gordon's Grooves, 11pm-12am: 
Clyde 2
THURSDAY:  8am-11am: Breakfast with 

Andy & Sarah, 11am-3pm: Molly's Mix, 
3pm-7pm: Drive time with Stephen, 7pm-
9pm: Christine's Collection, 9pm-10pm: 
Anne's Ceilidh, 10pm-12am: Margo till 
Midnight
FRIDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with Laura, 
10am-1pm: Teeny and Tiny, 1pm-5pm: 
Clyde 2, 5pm-6:45pm: Drive time with 
Jim Lynch, 6:45pm-7pm: Sports View, 
7pm-8pm: Country meets country with 
Jackie Craig, 8pm-10pm: Peter Rainnie, 
10pm-12am: Clyde 2
SATURDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Saturday morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 1pm-6pm: Clyde 
2, 6pm-7pm: Sports view with the 
dream team, 7pm-8pm: Sounds Scottish 
with Archie, 8pm-10pm: Dave Lewis, 
10pm-12am: Margo till Midnight
SUNDAY: 9am-11am: Sunday Morning with 
Breege, 11am-1pm: Sunday brunch with 
Allan, 1pm-7pm: Clyde 2, 7pm-9pm: New 
Country with Dave and Murdo, 9pm-11pm: 
Drum and Bass with Graham Scott

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

Across

1 Puzzler (6)

4 Prose (6)

9 Coating (7)

10 Address abbreviation (2,3)

11 Rent again (2-3)

12 Rank (7)

13 Beard remover cream (7,4)

18 Electromotive force (7)

20 Type in (5)

22 Take exam again (5)

23 Crisp fabric (7)

24 Single direction (3-3)

25 Record protector (6)

Down

1 Guarantee (6)

2 Perfect (5)

3 A cocktail (7)

5 Profundity (5)

6 Woody plant (7)

7 Three-ply yarn (6)

8 Film audition (6,5)

14 Papal court (4,3)

15 Irritable (7)

16 Exaggerate (6)

17 Civilised (6)

19 Bone cavites (5)

21 The above mentioned (5)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Pipe band concert is sell-out success

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
Due to the Coronavirus 

situation, Comunn 
Gàidhealach an Òbain has 
decided to postpone the 

local Mod which would have 
been held on 5th and 6th 

June 2020. The new date will 
be announced later.

If you are self-isolating 
and need practical 

support please contact 
Hope Kitchen on 01631 

565730 between 9am and 
5pm Monday – Friday as 
we may be able to help.

AN COMUNN 
GAIDHEALACH MEUR 

CHRUACHAIN
SATURDAY’S 90TH 
BIRTHDAY CEILIDH

IS NOW CANCELLED
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Surgeon � ushes out NHS past
� e lively ups and downs of a 
transplant surgeon, who once 
worked in Oban, are revealed 
in a curiously titled new book 
– Waiting for Urine, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

Dr David Hamilton, who 
was born in Glasgow, spent 
some of his 45-plus years 
working out of Oban, London 
and other parts of Scotland – 
even researched with a Nobel 
Prize winner – and has now 
put it all down in a book re-
telling his tales as a Scottish 
transplant surgeon.

� e book gives a glimpse 
into the past of the NHS – a 
time when surgeons smoked 
in operating theatres, 
doctors were exclusively 
male, patients were allowed 
cigarettes, and bed rest was 
encouraged – unlike now 
when staying too long in bed 
during recovery is considered 
dangerous.

And there are also career 
lessons to new students start-
ing out on their professional 
medical journey.

In the book's pages he 
reveals how he thrived in his 
high-pressure and busy career 
but found when he stopped 
his surgical work he would 
su� er reactive depression and 
his 'black dog' would appear. 

He says he needed his hectic 
career to help him to stay 
ful� lled.

Now retired and living in St 
Andrews, Dr Hamilton is an 
Honorary Senior Lecturer at 
the Bute Medical School.

He graduated in medicine 
at Glasgow University in 1963 
and a� er receiving his PhD 
for research work in physiol-
ogy and pathology, he took 
the surgical fellowships of the 
Royal colleges of Edinburgh 
and Glasgow.

He researched with Nobel 
Prize winner Sir Peter 

Medawar for two years in 
London before becoming a 
consultant surgeon in 1976 in 
Glasgow.

He also held an honorary po-
sition at Oxford University's 
Wellcome Unit for the 
History of Medicine and was 
the visiting surgeon to the 
transplant unit at Baghdad's 
Ibn Al-Bitar Hospital.

He also became the director 
of the Wellcome Unit for 
the History of Medicine in 
Glasgow, � nally retiring from 
the Western In� rmary in 
2003.

Retired 
transplant 
surgeon 
David 
Hamilton 
has turned 
author 
with his 
new book, 
Waiting For 
Urine.

What's On
This Week

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.

Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

KIDS CLUB
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
£3 A TICKET FOR ALL

HOH
ENGLISH SUBTITLES ON SCREEN
FOR THE HARD OF HEARING

SILVER SCREEN
EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON
£3 FOR THOSE 60 & OVER

PARENT & BABY
A CHANCE FOR NEW PARENTS TO SEE THE LATEST
FILMS WITH BABY (UP TO 1 YEAR OLD)
SOFTER VOLUME AND LIGHTS LEFT ON

MONDAY 23RD MARCH
Military Wives | 12A 16:45
Onward | PG 16:45
Emma. | U 19:15
The Invisible Man | 15 19:30

SUNDAY 22ND MARCH
Onward | PG 12:30/15:00
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 12:45
Military Wives | 12A 15:00/20:00
Emma | PG 17:15
Parasite | 15 17:30
The Invisible Man | 15 20:30

SATURDAY 21ST MARCH
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 11:30
Onward | PG 12:30/16:00
Military Wives | 12A 15:00/18:15
The Invisible Man | 15 17:45/20:45
Parasite | 15 20:30

FRIDAY 20TH MARCH
Military Wives | 12A 16:15
Onward | PG 16:30
Parasite | 15 19:00
The Invisible Man | 15 19:00

W W W . O B A N P H O E N I X . C O M | 0 1 6 3 1 5 6 2 9 0 5
O P E N 7 D A Y S A W E E K | S C O T T I S H C H A R I T Y N O . S C O 4 2 4 0 7

See more at obanphoenix.com

THURSDAY 26TH MARCH
Personal History of David Copperfield | PG 14:30
Military Wives | 12A 16:45
Onward | PG 17:00
Emma. | U 19:15
The Invisible Man | 15 19:30

TUESDAY 24TH MARCH
Military Wives | 12A 12:00 /16:45
Onward | PG 16:45
Emma. | U 19:15
The Invisible Man | 15 19:30
WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH
The Invisible Man | 15 12:00 /19:30
Military Wives | 12A 16:45
Onward | PG 16:45
Emma. | U 19:15

The Royal Ballet: Swan Lake
1st April 7:15pm - Live via satellite
Get the best view, from the comfort of
your local cinema.

obanphoenix.com/event-cinema

C O M I N G S O O N

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk 

WHAT’S ON
THURSDAY 19TH MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10am-12pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen. 12.30pm
Creative Writing Group
New Hope Kitchen
2.30pm-4pm
LGBTQ+ And Then We Danced
Oban Phoenix Cinema 
2.30pm-4.30pm
Slimming World Fort William
Salvation Army Hall 
3:00pm, 5:00pm & 7:00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
CLASS SUSPENDED
Lorn Drama Festival
Corran Halls. 7.30pm-9.30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY  20TH MARCH
Hope Kitchen Music Group
Salvation Army Hall. 1pm-4pm
Parsley's Cat Cafe
New Hope Kitchen. 2pm
Lorn Drama Festival
Corran Halls. 7.30pm-9.30pm
CANCELLED
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Tartan Paint. Open till 2:00am

In partnership with Oban Town 
Diary BID4oban.co.uk

SATURDAY 21ST MARCH
Parkrun
Ganavan Sands. 9.30am
Craft & Co� ee Morning
Connel Village Hall 
10.00am – 12.00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Crooked Reel. Open till 2:00am
SUNDAY 22ND MARCH
Morning Service - Refreshments 
follow
Salvation Army Hall
11:00am – 12:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9:30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher
MONDAY 23RD MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Slimming World Fort William
Salvation Army Hall 
9.30am & 11.30am
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
CLASS SUSPENDED
Fellowship Meeting
New Hope Kitchen. 2pm
Slimming World, Lochgilphead
Union Street/Argyll Street
5:30pm & 7:30pm
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
CLASS SUSPENDED

Martyn's Monday Club
New Hope Kitchen. 7pm-9pm
TUESDAY 24TH MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall. 9:00am 
- 12:00pm
Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen 7pm-9pm
WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Slimming World, Oban
Glencruitten Church Hall
9:30am, 11:30am, 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
CLASS SUSPENDED 
Open Day
Greenshoots Garden
10.30am-3.30pm
Hope Kitchen Beach clean
(meet opposite the View)
10.30am
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen
2pm
PLEASE NOTE: All information in the 
What's On Guide was correct at time 
of printing. Please contact individual 
groups for further information or 
check Town Diary
Hope Kitchen - 01631 565730
The Salvation Army -  01631 563652  
Nevis Centre - 01397 700707
Markie Dans -  01631 564448  
Oban Phoenix Cinema  - 01631 562 905

Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

CORRAN HALLS, OBAN 
 

18th – 20th MARCH, 7:30pm 
Tickets £7 concession £6 
Season Ticket £18 & £15 

  

Box office 01631 567333  
Scottish charity number: SC025659  

CANCELLED

Coronavirus takes 
its toll
As Glasgow, like everywhere 
else, is plunged into social dis-
tancing and self isolation as a 
result of COVID-19, it follows 
that all of the events I have 
been previewing in recent 
weeks have unfortunately had 
to be cancelled. 

I include more details of 
each particular event below. 
� ere will, of course, be very 
few events (if any) happening 
in Glasgow or anywhere else 
over the coming weeks and 
months which will make 
things incredibly di�  cult for 
a lot of businesses. 

We (like all other bands) are 
just waiting to hear about our 
current tour dates in these 
unprecedented times. I think 
also of all the pubs, restau-
rants, and shops which are 
having to decide what to do. 

Who knows what shape this 
column will take in the near 
future but, for the time being, 
please take care of yourselves 
and your elderly family and 
neighbours in the coming 
months. It only remains for 
me to say: if your local shop 

has run out of toilet roll due 
to panic buying, then perhaps 
this Glasgow Letter might 
come in more useful than any 
of my previous ones!

Comunn An Taobh 
an Iar 
I wrote last week of the history 
of this association but I don’t 
imagine, since its inception in 
1969, it has ever had to cancel 
a cèilidh because of a global 
pandemic!  

Unfortunately, that is what 
has happened to its � nal ever 
cèilidh which was due this 
weekend as the association 
had planned to bring the 
curtain down on 50 years of 
cèilidhs and  concerts. 

Stirling cèilidh 
cancelled 
Also due to the current 
situation, the Stirling branch 
of An Comunn Gàidhealach 
has decided to cancel its next 
cèilidh (which was also due 
to be the association’s AGM) 
on Saturday March 21. � is 
would have been its last cèi-
lidh of the season.

Glasgow Islay 
Association report 
In a rare bit of good news in 
this week’s Glasgow Letter, 
one association that did man-
age to hold its gathering before 
the coronavirus struck was 
the Glasgow Islay Association. 
I didn’t make it along to the 
evening but committee mem-
ber  Neil MacGillivray kindly 
provided me with this report 
this week:

'� e association held its 
158th annual gathering 
on March 7.  � e concert 
was chaired by Iseabail 
MacTaggart and  had an at-
tendance of more than 100 who 
enjoyed a great evening, with 
music from the Kilchoman 
Distillery Islay Pipe Band 
and also Pipe Major Andrew 
McCowan. � ere was some 
� rst-class singing from Angus 
Darroch, Lynne MacLean 
and Ruaridh MacLennan, 
and the 60-strong Clarkston 
Community Choir. Kirsteen 
Grant as always supported 
the singers. � e concert was 
followed by a dance to the mu-
sic of the Eilidh MacFadyen 
Band.'

We have been inspired by 
our friend karoliina saun-
ders of Karoliina Saunders 
Hair Design. Karoliina has 
launched #getbackinthegame 
in the south of England and 
now we will roll it out here in 
OBAN.

If you are a hairstylist who 
has le�  the industry for any 
reason whether it be to have 

a family, illness, � nancial 
reasons or whatever it may 
be, we are putting on #get-
backinthegame workshops 
to help you regain your con-
� dence and skill set to help 
you get back into the great-
est job on earth. If you feel 
this could be for you drop us 
a message or give us a call. 
Let’s go, #getbackinthegame

Get back 
in the game!



How many parents can 
identify with a child who 
they want to love reading but 
who is too easily distracted by 
their technology?

Shropshire born Michael 
Riding was one of those 
parents and, in� uenced by 
his own sons and family hol-
idays on Mull, has answered 
his own question by having 
his fast-paced, action-driven 
adventure novel published.

Callum McBride will 
appear in all good book 
stores, as well as online ebook 
retailers, on March 28, but, 
having been 16 years in the 
pipeline, the debut work has 
already been tried and tested 
and given the thumbs up by 
the writer's eldest son.

'At the age of 11 my son 
was struggling to � nd a 
story that could capture his 
imagination and not bore 

him with too much character 
development, description 
and dialogue.

'He needed something fast-
paced and believable in order 

to be su�  ciently captivated 
to put his electronic games 
down. I started writing the 
book a long time ago on suc-
cessive annual holidays when 

we stayed at Fionnphort, 
inspired from looking out 
of the window across to the 
Abbey on Iona. It sat on my 
laptop for 15 years and was 

� nally � nished last year.'
Riding's youngest son has 

autism, making the deserted 
beaches of Mull perfect for 
him, and one of the main 
characters in the book, 
Emma, is a neuro atypical, 
strong and capable young 
lady who overcomes her so-
cial anxiety to make friends 
with the main protagonist, 
Callum McBride. � e au-
thor's pet Labradoodle Lottie 
also has a role.

Home from school and 
bored in the holidays, 
12-year-old Callum discovers 
to his shock that he has an 
unknown talent: he can occu-
py the minds of animals and 
control their actions while 
leaving his body where he le�  
it, seemingly lifeless.

He’s only just discovered 
this ability when he meets 
Emma. Emma is a girl with 
her own issues and talents 
– including a computer-hack-
ing talent that has previously 

resulted in a brush with MI6.
As the bond between them 

grows, Emma uncovers a 
surprising connection be-
tween Callum’s powers and 
his adoption by a local family 
a� er he was found at less than 
a year old on the ferry that 
runs between Iona and Mull.

� rowing themselves into 
an investigation into the link 
between Callum’s strange 
abilities and his origins, 
they’re soon caught up in a 
plot to steal a nuclear war-
head. Only by thinking on 
their feet, trusting each other 
and using their abilities can 
they hope to stay alive and 
defeat the enemy they face 
together.

Written with just enough 
dialogue to support the ac-
tion and explain the unique 
'teletransferance' ability that 
Callum discovers he has, the 
story is ideal for young read-
ers who � nd other books too 
slow to keep their attention.
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by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Island infl uences help drive 
fast-paced children's novel

Michael Riding and his Labradoodle Lottie can't put debut novel Callum McBride down.
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W. D. SEMPLE
Living on the islands?
Roll on Roll off 
same day servicing
gets you back home on the 
evening ferry! Ask for details

RENAULT CAPTUR 2
Blue, Automatic, SatNav, alloys, loads 

of extras - starting from £20,395

RENAULT CAPTUR 2
Orange, 5 Speed manual, 

SatNav - starting from £17,595

DACIA DUSTER 2
Blue, 6 Speed, lots of extras - 

starting from £10,995

RENAULT CLIO 5
Orange, Manual, lots of extras - 

starting from £14,695

RENAULT KANGOO VAN
White, Manual LWB 
- £11,960+VAT

RENAULT KANGOO
White, Manual SWB 
- £10,750+VAT

RENAULT CLIO 5
Black, GT Line, Dci 90, manual 

- £11,950

RENAULT MEGAN
White, DYN, Dci estate, manual 

- £11,500

RENAULT KADJAR
Red, DYN, TCE, manual - 

£15,950

RENAULT CAPTUR
Blue/ Black, Iconic TCE, 5 door H/

back, manual - £12,500

DACIA LOGAN
Blue, MCV DCi, estate, 5 door, hatch, 

manual, 30 miles - £12,500

RENAULT CAPTUR
Black, DYN, Nav, TCE, 5 door, auto-
matic, 20,000 miles - £11,500

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE

SUPPORTING ARGYLL AND 
THE ISLANDS SINCE 1953

Come and view New and Pre-Reg Renaults and Dacias ready for immediate delivery
W.D. Semple - the oldest established Renault dealer in Scotland
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CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or condition we 
can make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, engine problems, 

farm used, accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07885 203020 or E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  
We also buy water damaged or in need of repair. 

Also all types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant decision, same day payment.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Tel 07801 590235

1992, beam, 10’1, draft 3’8, GRP hull+deck , Lister Alpha 20hp 
inboard, Bilge keel
£4,999

COLVIC COUNTESS 28

Tel 01852 500276  6pm-9pm

Nov 2009, MoT Nov, 109660 miles
Tow hitch
£6,000

MITSUBISHI L200 DOUBLE CAB PICKUP

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, Landrover Toyota, Nissan 
etc... We also buy MOT failures and accident 

damage vehicles. Anything considered.

WANTED

Tel 07799 692072

950 TRANS 4X4 DIESEL 2/4WD WITH POWER 
STEERING. FULLY SERVICED WITH NEW TYRES. TOW 
HITCH 8,573 MILES. £5,750 + VAT

KAWASAKI MULE 4010



Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free collection all types of of 4x4 

vehicles double cab and single cabs pickups shogun landrover 
defenders Isuzu Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux discovery any 

vehicle considered old or new any condition running or not high miles 
rotten chassis over heating top price paid without any hassle we also 
buy motorhomes touring caravans and commercial vans and trucks.

Thursday 19 March 2020 MOTORS 37

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel. 

Tel: 07546 788945

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

T: 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, Toyota, Mitsubishi, 
Kia, Ford etcand all 4 x 4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT 

failures, High Mileage. etc considered. Best prices paid. Will collect.

WANTED

Tel: 07759054754

Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  
high mileage also considered, up to £10,000.  Mercedes, 

BMW and Audi, other models also considered.

CARS WANTED

Tel 01700 811522

Diesel 2.0 D Full Leather 
67,000 miles 
£4,200 ono

VOLVO V50 R DESIGN ESTATE 2010

Tel 07836 500403

Bike needing some work, 
restored or repaired would be ideal, 
any age, size, condition considered.

MOTORCYCLE WANTED  



S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

ORDER YOUR NU20 REG TODAY 
AND GET UP TO £2000 TRADE IN

HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

� ere’s never been a bet-
ter time to upgrade your 
pick-up, thanks to Isuzu’s 
exclusive spring deal, which 
o� ers great discounts across 
its multi-award-winning Isuzu 
D-Max range.

� e professional pick-up spe-
cialist is giving pick-up owners 
wishing to trade-in their old 
truck up to a generous £2,000 
towards the purchase price 
of a brand new Isuzu D-Max, 
which is capable of towing up 
to three-and-a-half-tonnes 
and has the bene� t of a � ve 
year / 125,000 mile warranty, 
plus 5 year UK and EU road-
side assistance. � e discount 
applies in exchange for any 
make, any age and any model 
of pick-up, whether yours is 
simply feeling a little unloved, 
has seen better days, or has 

started to become the butt of 
your mates’ jokes.

Isuzu UK Head of Marketing 
George Wallis added: “� is 
amazing We Want your Pick-
up campaign gives consumers 
the opportunity to get up 
to £2,000 towards the latest 
award-winning Isuzu D-Max 
models. We’re expecting huge 
demand hence why the o� er is 
while stocks last. Once they’re 
gone, they’re gone. � e com-
bination of the most awarded 
Pick-up with an award-win-
ning o� er means there truly 
has never been a better time to 
buy an Isuzu D-Max.”

� e award-winning Isuzu 
D-Max, has won WhatVan? 
Pick-up of the Year for 2020 
(3rd year running). � e 
award-winning Isuzu D-Max 
had a successful 2019, being 

crowned ‘Pick-Up of � e 
Year’ at the Commercial Fleet 
Awards (2nd year running) 
and ‘Pick-up of the Year’ 2019 
from Pickup & 4x4 Pro, ‘Best 
Working Pick-Up’ for 2019 by 
Professional Pick-Up & 4X4 
magazine, ‘Best Workhorse 
Pick-Up’ for 2019 by Trade 
Van Driver (7th year running) 
and Van/Truck Brand of the 
year 2019 by On � e Tools 
(2nd year running).

� e o� er is available until 
31 May 2020 and while stocks 
last. It applies to retail custom-
ers only purchasing Business, 
All-Purpose or Adventure 
models. For more information 
on the terms and conditions 
and how to take advantage of 
the deal, please contact S&S 
Services on 01292 880080 or 
07831 808702

IRRESISTIBLE SPRING TRADE-IN 
OFFER WITH S&S SERVICES



Independent Audi, Porsche & BMW specialists
We can deliver all you would expect from a franchise 
dealer and more.  Not only do we achieve that, we 
can save you up to 30% on labour cost!
Regardless whether your car is a lease car, personally 
owned, new or old or still under manufacturer’s 
warranty we can take care of it. 
We deal directly with most major motor groups 

including Arnold Clark, Peter Vardy, Macklin Motors 
and Evans Halshaw to name a few.
We have built our � rst class reputation over the last 
thirteen years and would like to invite you to visit any 
of our websites and view our 5 star Google reviews. 
We strive to deliver you a � rst class service coupled 
with top quality workmanship on every occasion 

and promise to deliver you unbeatable value for 
money.
It has now been � ve years since we introduced our 
“West coast Driver campaign”.
As this has been tremendously successful for us and 
we would like to grow our customer base further in 
the west coast area. 

Our current West coast campaign 
consists of the following options

1.  Call and make your booking. Visit us on 
the day of your appointment and wait 
with a co� ee whilst your car is being 
looked after. Continue on with your day.

2. Call and make your booking. Visit us on the 
day of your appointment, collect your free 
courtesy car and go about your business. 
Collect your car at the end of the day. 

3. Call and make your booking. Visit us on 
the day of your appointment, collect your 
free courtesy car and return home to the 

West Coast. We will deliver your car home 
to you and collect the courtesy car for an 
additional fee of £50.00.

4. Call and make your booking. Visit us on the 
day of your appointment, if you are going 
on holiday and � ying between Monday – 
Friday, between 8am - 5pm we would be 

more than happy to drop you at Glasgow 
airport and make further arrangements 
for your return. 

Visit our websites for more information or 
give our service desk a call and speak with 
Veronica, Andrew or Andy  who will happy to 
assist.
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ALL-NEW PEUGEOT 208 NAMED 
“CAR OF THE YEAR 2020”

Car of the Year 2020, the all-
new PEUGEOT 208 rewrites 
the book in the B segment. 
Available with either an 
Electric engine or an Internal 
Combustion engine, the all-
new PEUGEOT 208 provides 
the power of choice to its fu-
ture driver. Its exterior design 
embodies the DNA of the 
Brand with the 3-claw LED 
front headlights. � e carved 
wheel arches and rear wings 
are a nod to the «  Sacred 

number  ». � e PEUGEOT 
i-Cockpit® (head-up display, 
compact steering wheel and 
touchscreen) innovates with 
a 3D digital cluster, which is 
not only aesthetic but also 
improves safety.

� e COTY 2020 rewards 
a Bestseller. Nearly 110,000 
customers have ordered the 
new PEUGEOT 208 since its 
launch in Europe in October. 
15% of the mix are electric 
versions. In France, the all-

new PEUGEOT 208 leads 
the registration rankings of 
the car market at the end of 
February 2020.

“I am particularly proud that 
the all-new PEUGEOT 208 has 
just won the 2020 Car of the 
Year prize. � is trophy under-
lines the excellence of the work 
and great commitment of all 
the teams of the Brand and the 
Groupe PSA. It’s the � rst time 
that a PEUGEOT “2 series” has 
triumphed! � ree PEUGEOT 

“Cars of the Year” are currently 
on road with the 3008 SUV 
and the 308 alongside the 
all-new 208. � e COTY 2020 
legitimates the Brand’s “power 
of choice” strategy. From now 
on, our customers will be able 
to choose between the electric 
PEUGEOT e-208 “Car of the 
Year” and the PEUGEOT 
208 “Car of the Year!” Jean-
Philippe Imparato, PEUGEOT 
Brand CEO.

PEUGEOT enters the “top 

3” of the brands with the most 
awards in the Car of the Year 
history, with six trophies. 
� e all-new PEUGEOT 208, 
named Car of the Year 2020, 
follows the 3008 SUV in 2017, 
the compact hatch 308 in 
2014, the 307 in 2002, the 405 
in 1988 and the 504 in 1969. 
� is prestigious trophy joins 
the twelve other international 
awards the all-new PEUGEOT 
208 has already won.

� e Car of the Year award is 

the most coveted. � e panel 
of judges comprises 60 au-
tomotive experts journalists 
from 23 European countries. 
Founded in 1964, the award 
is the longest-running and 
most renowned European 
prize. � e winner is an-
nounced every year at the 
Geneva International Motor 
Show.

Speak to Campbeltown 
Motor Company on 01586 
553200

On Wednesday 11th March, 
the all-new PEUGEOT 208 
was awarded the ‘Best Small 
Car’ and the all-new 2008 
SUV was awarded the  ‘Best 
Compact SUV’ at the 32nd 
Fleet News Awards, held at 
the Grosvenor House Hotel. 
� e PEUGEOT 508 was high-
ly commended in the ‘Best 
Upper Medium’ category, as 
was the 3008 SUV in the ‘Best 
Mid-Size SUV’ category.

� e all-new PEUGEOT 208 
and the all-new PEUGEOT 
2008 SUV had a successful 
night at the Fleet News Awards 
2020, taking home two of the 
ceremony’s top accolades. 
PEUGEOT’s all-new supermi-
ni was named ‘Best Small Car’ 

and the all-new PEUGEOT 
2008 SUV ‘Best Compact 
SUV’ of the year.   Both the 
PEUGEOT 508 and 3008 SUV 
were also highly commended 
in the ‘Best Upper Medium’ 
and ‘Best Mid-Size SUV’ 
categories respectedly.

Launched in January 2020,   
the all-new 208 is the � rst 
model in PEUGEOT’s range 
to be released under the new 
philosophy of ‘choose your 
PEUGEOT, choose your 
powertrain’ and is available 
as a full electric vehicle or 
with both e�  cient petrol and 
diesel engines. PEUGEOT‘s 
electri� cation strategy will 
see a full electric model range 
available by 2023.

Judges were particularly im-
pressed with the technology 
and low running costs of the 
all-new PEUGEOT 208, mak-
ing it a strong proposition for 
businesses and company car 
drivers.

� e all-new 2008 SUV 
was launched in February 
2020 and was praised by 
Fleet News for its modern 
and distinctive styling, and 
high-quality interior.

� e spacious new model 
measures 4.3m long, 1.77m 
wide and 1.55m high, with a 
maximum boot capacity of 
1,467 litres.

� e all-new PEUGEOT 208 
and 2008 SUV feature the lat-
est-generation 3D PEUGEOT 

i-Cockpit® with a compact 
multifunction steering wheel, 
a con� gurable 3D head-up 
display panel and either 
a 7” or 10” HD capacitive 
colour touchscreen. Further 
technological aids included 
are PEUGEOT Connect SOS 
and Assistance, Adaptive 
Cruise Control with Stop 
& Go function (depending 
on trim), Lane Positioning 
Assist and Mirror Screen® 
o� ering Apple CarPlay™ and 
Android Auto connectivity.

Martin Gurney, Director 
Fleet & Used Vehicles, 
Groupe PSA UK said: “We 
are all incredibly proud to 
have the all- new PEUGEOT 
208 and 2008 SUV recog-

nised in such high regard by 
Fleet News. Both models only 
went on sale in the UK this 
year, so it is great to see them 
o�  to such a great start.

“Both of our outstanding 
new models o� er businesses 
and drivers the option of 
switching to electric, with 
enough mileage to cover all 
driving requirements. We 
look forward to seeing how 
the all-new PEUGEOT 208 
and 2008 SUV are received 
by drivers as we make fur-
ther additions to our range 
to encourage an electric 
revolution.”

� e Fleet News Award are 
the latest accolades to be 
bestowed on both the prod-

uct and the brand. In 2019 
PEUGEOT was named as J.D 
Power’s most reliable brand 
and earlier this month the 
all-new PEUGEOT 208 was 
named  European Car of the 
Year 2020.

Fleet News awarded their 
winners at a ceremony held 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel 
in London on Wednesday 
11th March. � e judging 
panel was made up of some of 
the industry’s most respected 
� eet, leasing and pricing 
experts.

To � nd out more about the 
all-new PEUGEOT 208and 
2008 SUV, visit:campbel-
townmotorcompany.co.uk or 
call 01586 552030

• The all-new PEUGEOT 208 was named 
the 2020 European Car of the Year 

• The panel of 60 European journalists 
acclaimed its engine range: electric, 
petrol or diesel powertrains providing 
customers with “the power of choice” 

• The jury also appreciated the bold 
design and technology 

• It is the fi rst PEUGEOT “2 series” to be 
awarded this most prestigious prize 

• The all-new PEUGEOT 208 is the sixth 
PEUGEOT to be named “Car of the 
Year” 

ALL-NEW PEUGEOT 208 AND 2008 SUV 
WIN AT FLEET NEWS AWARDS 2020



Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

CONTACT US FOR VEHICLE HIRE
CARS, VANS, 4X4s and LUTON VANS
COMPETITIVE PRICES – DAILY AND 

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE

2019 (69) Peugeot 508 GT Line 
BlueHDI
White, 4000 miles, ex demo, blind spot sensors, connected 
sat nav, reversing camera, digital display, Car Play.

Was £26999   Now £25999

2019 (19) Peugeot 2008 Allure Prem 
PureTech 130 
Red, 13000 miles, grip control, glass roof, reversing camera, 
satellite navigation, leather trim.

Now £15299

2018 (68) Peugeot 3008 Active 
BlueHDI 130
Blue, 16000 miles, grip control, tinted glass, alloys, parking 
sensors, smartphone connectivity, digital dash.

Was £18999     Now £18499

All finance figures based on Peugeot Passport Finance. 48 months at 6000 miles per annum. Other terms and mileages available to quote. Optional final payment. Terms & Conditions Apply. Over 18s only. Pictures for illustration only.

2019 (19) Peugeot 3008 GT Line BlueHDI 130 Auto. Grey, 6500 miles, LED lights, leather trim, sat nav, parking aid.  .................Now £25299

2019 (19) Peugeot 2008 GT Line PureTech Auto. Black, 1500 miles, leather trim, sat nav, reversing camera, alloys.  ..................Now £17999

2019 (69) Peugeot 2008 Allure Prem BlueHDI 100. White, 20 miles, glass roof, grip control, alloys, sat nav.  ..............................Now £16999

2017 (17) Peugeot 3008 Allure BlueHDI 120. Copper, 23000 miles, sat nav, leather trim, smartphone connectivity.  ...................Now £16999

2018 (68) Peugeot 308 GT Line BlueHDI 130. White, 9500 miles, GT styling, glass roof, sat nav, reversing camera.  ..................Now £14999

2018 (18) Peugeot 2008 GT Line BlueHDI 120. Red, 19000 miles, grip control, glass roof, leather trim, sat nav, alloys.  .............Now £13799

2017 (17) Peugeot 208 Allure 1.2 PureTech. Blue, only 8500 miles, parking sensors, alloys, smartphone connectivity.  ...............Now £7999

2016 (16) Ford Fiesta Zetec 1.25 16v. Silver, 29000 miles, alloys, air conditioning, leather steering wheel, CD.  ............................Now £7799



WE HAVE OVER 30 PICKUPS IN STOCK AND ACCESS TO LOADS MORE. 
IF WE DON’T HAVE IT WE’LL GET IT!!

Fife Mitsubishi 01334 654228 
CUPAR, FIFE, KY15 4SX SCOTLAND’S 4 X 4 PICKUP PEOPLE

www.fifemitsubishi.co.uk
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NFUS          PICKUP OF THE YEAR 2019

Special offer 
on L200 
Barbarian 
Black Editions 
in Pearl White

Calling all business users

Super Select 4WD System Barbarian Black mat set
Roll Top with black sports bars Illuminated door entry guards
Barbarian Black leather seats Front & rear mood lighting
Black front grille LED puddle lamps
17” black alloy wheels Android Auto(TM) supported
Black wheel arch extensions Apple CarPlay supported
Black side steps Bi-Xenon headlights

Black roof rails LED daytime running lights
Black rear bumper with step Reversing camera
Black mirrors & handles Front seat heaters
Black front fog lamp surrounds 8 way electric drivers seat
Black tailgate handle Dual zone climate control
Spring assisted tailgate DAB radio
Soft opening tailgate Keyless Operation System (KOS)

5YEAR WARRANTY- 3YEAR 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

MITSUBISHI L200 
BARBARIAN 

BLACK EDITION 
MANUAL IN WHITE 

PEARL 20 PLATE
WAS £31,160.00 

NOW £24,999 
SAVE £6,161

• Supplied with tow-bar, 
load-liner, hardtop canopy or 

roll and lock with sports bars. 
BUSINESS USERS ONLY 

WE ONLY HAVE 
FOUR AVAILABLE

WHEN THEY’RE 
GONE, THEY’RE 

GONE!

Super Select 4WD System Barbarian Black mat set

5YEAR WARRANTY- 3YEAR 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

MITSUBISHI L200 

BLACK EDITION 
MANUAL IN WHITE 

PEARL 20 PLATE
WAS £31,160.00 

NOW £24,999 
SAVE £6,161

• Supplied with tow-bar, 
load-liner, hardtop canopy or 

roll and lock with sports bars. 
BUSINESS USERS ONLY 

WE ONLY HAVE 
FOUR AVAILABLE

WHEN THEY’RE 
GONE, THEY’RE 

KEY FEATURES

ONLY FOUR 
MODELS 
AVAILABLE

FIFE MITSUBISHI



Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITHRECRUITMENT
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Established 1977

Editor
Industry leading magazine and website

Edinburgh or Oban office

Competitive Salary + Benefits

MEDIA SALES

Fish Farmer magazine has been part of the aquaculture 
scene for over 40 years and is known and respected in 

Europe and across the world. 

Our success lies in understanding our market and delivering 
quality editorial and a strong commercial presence. 

We are seeking to recruit for a media sales role. 
So if you are a motivated sales professional then we would 

like to hear from you. 

You will be selling online and print advertising in Fish Farmer 
as well as attending trade shows in the UK and abroad. 

Key skills include excellent time and territory management, 
plus the ability to work well under pressure and deliver a 

consistent sales performance to tight deadlines. 

Experience in media sales and/or an understanding of the 
aquaculture industry would be advantageous as would an 

equivalent background in B2B sales. 

The position is based in our Edinburgh or Oban office.

To apply please email a copy of your CV, present salary and a 
covering letter to Brian Cameron at 

recruitment@fishfarmermagazine.com

Edinburgh or Oban

Magazine

£ GENEROUS
BASIC + ENHANCED

PENSION+ BONUS£

As Editor you will be responsible for managing the day to day production 
of the print title “Fish Farmer” as well as sourcing and contributing news 
to the website and associated social media. Industry experience or B2B 
experience would be preferred, but not essential - you may be a talented 

journalist or editor looking to move into a B2B role.

The applicant will be commercially minded, and close liaison with the 
sales team will be required.

The role involves writing and commissioning articles, working closely 
with freelancers, contributors, trade bodies and an editorial advisory 
board to implement ideas and recognise commercial opportunities 

across a variety of platforms.

There will be a degree of international and UK travel 
and attendance at trade events.

Driving licence essential.

Apply with CV, covering letter and current salary to:
jobs@fishfarmer.com

Post Title: Purser/Boatmaster/Engineer
Recruitment Reference - HGH08814
Location: Fort William
Duration: Permanent
Salary: £30,149 - £33,880 p.a.
Salary placing will normally be at the first point of the scale
Closing date for applications 23.03.2020
Contact Person: Richard Porteous, Tel: 07979 706515

Job Purpose: We are looking to recruit a Purser/Boatmaster/Engineer 
for the Corran Ferry, the successful candidate will be required to carry 
out the safe operation of the vessel ensuring the safety of passengers, 
crew and protection of the environment and act as Purser/Deckhand, 
Engine Watcher and Relief Skipper as required by work pattern. 

A valid Boat Master’s Licence Grade II is preferable but consideration 
will be given to a suitable candidate who could work towards this 
qualification. A lower salary would be paid whilst training. The ideal 
candidate will have engineering/mechanical experience preferably 
from a marine background but this is not essential.

The Shift Pattern is 5 days on/5 days off.  Progression options to 
Engineer or Skipper. 

For more details see the Job and Person Specification on My Job 
Scotland.    

Please apply on www.myjobscotland.gov.uk   If you are unable to 
apply online and you wish to request an offline application pack, 
please contact Business Support, T: 01955 608279 (24 hour voicemail) 
quoting post reference number HGH08814.

Crear Weddings
are recruiting full & part time 
housekeeping, waiting staff & 

general assistants.
Accommodation available.

Please email julie@crear.co.uk 
or call 01880 770369

Ormsary Farmers
General Farm Worker

A vacancy has arisen for General Farm worker, 
preferably you will have experience in cattle 
and sheep husbandry, as well as general farm 
and machinery work.

The successful candidate will be self-
motivated and will be required to work in a 
small team with a flexible hands-on approach 
to stock farming and general tractor work.

 If you wish to discuss the role or apply, 
please send a CV to James Peterson, 
Ormsary Estate Office, Lochgilphead, Argyll 
PA31 8PE or email enquiries@ormsary.co.uk

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for free at 
hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier to 
fi nd your next job 

in the perfect location.

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Full time/Permanent positions 
in Oban.

SITE SUPERVISOR 

GENERAL LABOURERS

TELEHANDLER
Apply by CV with references to 
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or call 
01546 602989 for further information. 



Download our free app at hijobs.co.uk/app

AberdeenLibrarian Aberdeen

Librarian (Aberdeen Central Library)

Aberdeen

Find a job
that makes you 
swipe right

Chef Oban

Oban

Trainee Chef

Are you our next motivated trainee chef?
If you’re friendly and professional, focused and passionate about local, 
seasonal food, you’ll be a great fit in our kitchen team.
As trainee chef, you’ll learn to prepare and plate a range of dishes whilst 
developing your skills to ensure standards are maintained. You’ll learn manage 
day-to-day needs in a busy environment, including shift briefings, stock control 
and monitoring costs and wastage. You’ll also work with senior chefs to ensure 
legal compliance.
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Reference Number

20/01080/FUL

20/01041/FUL

20/00998/PIP

20/00828/FUL

20/00837/FUL

20/01031/FUL

20/00518/FUL

20/00970/MSC

20/00313/FUL

20/01148/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal. 

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Proposed Road Access

Erection of 2no houses

Proposed development 5 no dwelling houses 
and associated access off the A82

Installation of spiral staircase to existing 
balcony

Installation of pod for holiday letting

Alterations and extension to house to form 
residential Annex

Change of use from residential to guest 
house

Erection of house

Install a food cube to provide hot & cold 
drinks and snacks

Erection of proposed nursery

Land 20M West of Tigh An Achaidh, 
Kepponach, Onich

Land 55M SW Of Strontian Primary 
School

Land 65M NE of Woodland House
Torlundy

Tigh Na Loan, Acharacle

Bourblaig
Pier Road, Kilchoan

Saris
Tomonie, Achdalieu Road, Banavie

6 Glenmhor Terrace
Fort William

Land 80M SE Of Dal-Ghorm
Ardtoe, Acharacle

New House South of Roy Bridge Hotel
 

Arisaig Primary School

PUBLIC NOTICES

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL 
B8006 LOCHYSIDE JUNCTION (EAST)  

(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2020
Notice is hereby given that on 12 March 2020 The Highland Council 
made an Order in terms of section 14(1)(a) of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984, as amended entitled as above.
The Order has been made to provide the contractor a safe working 
area whilst carrying out essential repairs to traffic light loops and for 
reinstatement of the road surface.  
The order shall come into operation at 7pm on Sunday 22nd March 
2020 and will remain in effect until 6am on Saturday 28 March 2020.  
Throughout that period, the use by vehicles of the length of road 
specified in the Schedule hereto except for use by emergency services 
is prohibited each night between 7pm and 6am (ie 11 hours per night).
While the prohibition applies, all vehicles, except emergency services 
vehicles, will be diverted via the A830T to the B8006 west junction.  
Pedestrian and cyclists will be diverted via the cul-de-sac adjacent to 
Victoria House.
A copy of the Order can be inspection at the Service Point, Charles 
Kennedy Building, Achintore Road, Fort William on week days during 
normal office hours.
Insert 12/03/2020:   Richard Porteous, Roads Operations Manager, 
Highland Council, Carr’s Corner Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 
6TL.
SCHEDULE 
B8006 Lochyside Junction (East) 
Commencing at the junction of the B8006/A830T east junction, extending 
in a southerly direction for 50 metres or thereby.

First Registration of a Croft 
Iain Henderson and Mrs 
Sandra Mary Henderson 
have registered their croft, 
1B Achadafail, Achadafail, 
Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon, 
in the Parish of Kilfinichen 
and Kilvickeon on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 9 September 
2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C6903.

First Registration of a Croft 
Iain Henderson and Mrs 
Sandra Mary Henderson 
have registered their croft, 
Knockan, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvikeon, in the Parish of 
Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 11 
September 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C6917.

Proposed Let 
of a Croft

Niall McLeod is applying 
to let the tenancy of 
the croft 1 Ballimore, 
Kilchrenan & Dalavich 
to Johanna Geriche 
of Ballimore Lodge, 
Kilchrenan 
Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may 
be made public) to: 
Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@crofting.gov.scot 
within 28 days from the 
date of the advert.

Proposed Let of Croft

Mr & Mrs C Rozga 
are applying to let the 
tenancy of the croft, 
Orca Croft, Jura, to Mr 
G Rozga, The Caravan, 
Ardmenish, Isle of Jura, 
Argyll, PA60 7XZ.

Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may 
be made public) to: 
Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@crofting.gov.scot 
within 28 days from the 
date of advert.

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
PDK Shellfish Ltd, 2 South Pier, Gallanach 
Road, Oban PA34 4LS is applying to change 
an existing licence as follows: to keep an 
extra 2 Trailers at the operating centre at John 
MacAlister (Oban) Ltd, Oban Livestock Centre, 
Oban PA34 4SD

Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations to the 
applicant at the address given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to 
Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, 
your Local Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/00453/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of bio-disc 

treatment plant and air source heat pump
Plot 1, Land Adjacent To Airdeny 
Mill, Taynuilt, Argyll And Bute

20/00324/PP Erection of storage shed Land South West Of Unit 8, Baliscate 
Estate, Tobermory, Isle Of Mull. Argyll 
And Bute

20/00363/PP Erection of extension to workshop building to 
form commercial kitchen/dining facility

Bothy Salen. Isle Of Lismore. Oban. 
Argyll And Bute. PA34 5UL

20/00451/PP Erection of dwellinghouse with attached garage Garden Ground Of Little Erray. Raeric 
Road. Tobermory. Isle Of Mull. Argyll 
And Bute. PA75 6PU

20/00386/PP Erection of extension to form spa Loch Melfort Hotel. Arduaine. Oban. 
Argyll And Bute. PA34 4XG

20/00421/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 2no self catering 
units, installation of 2no septic tanks and 
formation of access

Land North Of Jarew Fishnish. 
Craignure. Isle Of Mull. Argyll And 
Bute. PA65 6BA

20/00103/PP Alterations and change of use of garage/studio to 
form takeaway food kiosk, erection of entrance 
gates, widening of existing access, formation of 
parking area and erection of polytunnel

The Blue House. Dervaig. Isle Of Mull. 
Argyll And Bute. PA75 6QJ

20/00452/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
17/00622/PP (Erection of dwellinghouse and 
upgrade of existing access)

Land South Of Dugarro. Taynuilt. 
Argyll And Bute 

20/00409/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and formation of 
vehicular access

Land North West Of 36 School 
Street. Port Ellen. Isle Of Islay. Argyll 
And Bute

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council 
receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications  
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid



BICYCLES
ELECTRIC BIKE

A� ordable electric bike - 
upgraded 36volt battery now gives 
approx 20 miles range. Well used 
for scenic trips - free on CalMac 
ferries and the local train. Ideal 
starter electric bike at £295.00, 

Telephone Roger 
(on Seil) 07968 508430

BOOKS
SCOTTISH BOOKS FOR SALE 
- Jacobite, clan history, west 
coast and Hebrides. Contact 
rogermac55@gmail.com for 
a full list or Telephone 01257 
483511

BUILDING / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS - for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colour, £40.00 
Telephone 01631 564578

DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES
CARMEN SALON STYLER - 
Carmen Salon Styler hood type 
hair dryer. very good condition., 
£15.00 Telephone 07867 624679

EQUESTRIAN
BLACK DRESSAGE SADDLE 
- Reactor panel Avant Garde 
16.5 inch, wide � t black dressage 
saddle, fully adjustable, £1,500.00 
Telephone 07834 806335

FURNITURE
IKEA BILLY BOOKCASES 

- White bookcases with glass 
doors, 80x30x202cm, very good 
condition. Two available, £45.00 
each, Telephone 01583 441352
COMPUTER DESKS - set of 
two pine e� ect desks with metal 
frames. Can be used individually 
as two or together to form one 
desk. Each desk is 94cm wide, 
£40.00 Telephone 01583 441352
2 WHITE CHEST OF 
DRAWERS - matching large and 
small. Real wood made to high 
standard. Need to sell from a 
house move. Hence £40.00 ono. 
Can collect or deliver Oban and 
surrounding area, Telephone 
01631 564051 or 07526 944329

GARDEN
OUTDOOR PILLAR LIGHTS 
- Brushed Steel and opal glass, 
1.1m High, brand new, never 
used and individual boxes, £22 
each or � ve for £99, Telephone 
07506 069166
VINTAGE STEEL GARDEN 
ROLLER - Small vintage steel 
garden roller. Excellent painted 
conditions. Suit smaller garden 
or makes a nice feature, £90.00 
Telephone 01631 564578
VINTAGE CART WHEELS - 
and smaller implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display items, 
£30.00 Telephone 0163564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS - 
in various sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. Prices 
from £40.00 Telephone 01631 
564578

HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
- white, blue and pink colours 
in stock, available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print, Telephone 
01586 554975

HOME FURNISHINGS
LARGE GILT FRAMED 

MIRROR 

 No idea of age. Collect from 
central Oban. Measurements 
approx 3�  x 21”, £100.00 Text/

Whats app 07717 558091

KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM
SHOWER SCREEN - Volente 5 
fold bath shower screen, 5mm 
tempered glass, suitable for 
corner and straight bath, new, 
unused, 1400 x 1250, £75.00 
Telephone 01852 300025

MARINE
PRIJON TOURYAK SEA 
KAYAK - red, complete with 
spray deck, travel cover and split 
paddles, 2 hatches, adjustable 
foot rest. Craobh Haven., £750.00 
ONO Telephone 07709 086934

MISCELLANEOUS
LOFT LADDER - Unused lo�  
ladder, £60.00 Telephone 01586 
552834

MOBILTY
FOUR WHEELED WALKER 

- Four wheeled walking aid / 
stroller. Brakes, seat and basket. 
Very good condition, £20.00 
Telephone 07867 624679

PLANTS AND SHRUBS
SNOWDROPS - IN THE 
GREEN – 6” pots (full) - £7.50, 
trays approx 500 bulbs - £50, 
trays approx 250 bulbs - £25. 
Ready for collection from Old 
Garden Nursery, Taynuilt, 
Telephone 07738 199988

POULTRY
PULLETS - brown, black or 
pure also hen and duck sheds. 
Feeders and drinkers, Telephone 
01470572213

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY
EPSON PRINTER 
CARTRIDGES FOR EPSON 
STYLUS PHOTO R2880 - R2880 
Ink Cartridges
T0966 x 2
T0964 x 1
T0963 x 2
T0961 x 2
T0962 x 2
T0967 x 3
T0965 x 2
T0969 x 2
£80.00 for all 16, Telephone 
01631 568030
GENUINE HP C9704A 
IMAGING DRUM FOR 
LASERJET 1500 - HP C9704A 
Imaging Drum (121A) for 
LaserJet 1500. 2500 (unopened, 
Genuine HP), £15.00 Telephone 
01631 568030
7 ASSORTED HP PRINTER 
CARTRIDGES FOR LASERJET 
1500 / 2500 - 7 assorted HP 
C970x Toner cartridges 
(unopened, genuine HP)
HP C9700A x 2 (Black) 
HP C9701A x 1 (Cyan) 

HP C9702A x 3 (Yellow)
HP C9703A x 1 (Magenta)
To � t HP LaserJet 2500L 1500N 
1500L 1500 2500TN 1500LXI 
2500LSE 2500LN 
£40.00 for all 7, Telephone 01631 
568030
PRINTER CARTRIDGES FOR 
HP LASERJET 2100/ 2200" - HP 
96A (C4096A) Black Original 
LaserJet x 2 - (unopened, genuine 
HP). Fits HP LaserJet 2100 and 
2200 Printer series, £20.00 
Telephone 01631 568030
THANK YOU CARDS - new 
baby or wedding, with a photo of 
your new arrival or big day.
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake.
Call Krisp Print,  Telephone 
01586 554975
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL - 
market your business e� ectively 

with professionally designed 
lea� ets, posters and � yers from 
Krisp Print, £0.00 Telephone 
01586554975

TOYS AND GAMES
MINI HOC - indoor hockey set, 
£25.00 Telephone 07775 441367
6FT TABLE TOP SNOOKER/
POOL - table with balls and cues, 
£40.00 Telephone 07775 441367
4FT TABLE TOP TABLE 
FOOTBALL - GAME, £50.00 
Telephone 07775 441367
5FT TABLE TOP ELECTRIC 
AIR - HOCKEY TABLE, £50.00 
Telephone 07775 441367

WANTED
MILITARIA ITEMS WANTED 
- Local collector. Best prices 
paid, £ Telephone 07796 314296
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

GRADUATION

CATRIONA MCINNES
Graduated from the University of Glasgow with a Master’s degree 

in Education. Catriona is the daughter of Ian and Rhoda McInnes, 
Oban, and granddaughter of Barbara Hill and the late John Hill, and 
Marie McInnes and the late Roy McInnes. Catriona is a former pupil 

of Park Primary School and Oban High School.

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
23 Dell Road, Campbeltown

·  These commercial centrally located 
premises are available for sale. The seller 
believes that the property could be granted 
a change of use for residential development.

·  The property lies within the Campbeltown 
Conservation Area.

·  Alternatively the property could continue to 
be used for commercial purposes.

·  Immediate entry is available.
·  Current rateable value: £2250.
·  Utilities: Mains water, sewage and electricity.

Offers in the 
region of £70,000
All enquiries to Mactaggart 

Property 01586 552317
mail@mactaggart-property.co.uk

West Coast PROPERTY BAR/RESTAURANT FOR SALE

WHISKY MACS
CAMPBELTOWN

On the market as the owners 
have retired after 25 years.
Fully equipped and ready to 
trade.

• Two lounge bars
• Function room
• Fully equipped kitchen 
   and bar areas
• Fully Licensed

Offers over £169,000
All enquiries to Mactaggart Property 01586 552317

mail@mactaggart-property.co.uk
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MOBILITYSEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES REMOVAL & STORAGE

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

BLINDS

HEATING SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate 
to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on 
the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with 
the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to 
invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a 
type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publi-
cation of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  
In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an admin-
istration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount 
which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

HOUSE CLEARANCES

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MEMORIALS

MEMORIALS

CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

 DEATHS
CRAIG - Peacefully, at the 
Mid Argyll Hospital, on 
March 15, 2020, William 
(Billy) Craig, in his 88th 
year, of McLullich Building, 
Lorne Street, Lochgilphead, 
formerly of Tigh Na Fasgadh, 
Ardrishaig, beloved husband 
of the late Marion Craig, 
much loved father of Kathryn, 
Susan and Janet, dearly loved 
papa of Kirsten and Calum, 
and a dear brother, uncle 
and cousin to all the family. 
Funeral service will be held 
in Ardrishaig Parish Church, 
on Monday, March 23, 2020 
at 12.00 noon, therea� er to 
Achnabreac Cemetery. Family 
� owers only please. Donations 
to Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital.
CRONIN - Suddenly, a� er 
a determined battle bravely 
borne, with his family by 
his side, at Mull and Iona 
Community Hospital, John 
Lachlan, (known as Iain), 
on March 5, 2020, aged 85 
years, of 19 Bentalla Crescent, 
Salen, Isle of Mull.  Beloved 
son of the late Christopher 
and Euphemia, brother of 
Anne and the late � omas, 
(Tommy), dear uncle of Fay, 
Angus and Jane and grand 
uncle of Katrina, Anson, 
Kimberly-Anne, Isla Annabel 
and Ben. Amendment – 
Outdoor funeral service will 
now take place at Pennygown 
Cemetery on Friday, March 
20, 2020 at 11.45 a.m.
HAMILTON - Passed away 
peacefully, a� er a sudden 
illness, at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, on March 
10, 2020, Agnes (Nancy) 
Hamilton, née Lindsay, in her 
87th year, of � e Anchorage, 
Bren� eld, Ardrishaig, 
beloved wife of the late Dan 
Hamilton, adored mum of 

Catherine, Andrew and his 
wife Tracy, and cherished 
Little Gran of Jack, George 
and Jimmy. Much loved by 
her extended family and 
friends. Funeral service will 
be held in Ardrishaig Parish 
Church, on Friday, March 20, 
2020, at 11.00am, therea� er 
to Achnabreac Cemetery. 
Flowers, or donations if 
desired, to Chest Heart and 
Stroke and Diabetes UK. 
All family and friends are 
respectfully invited to attend.
LONGBOTTOM - Catherine 
Helen Longbottom (Eilidh). 
March 10, 2020, peacefully 
at North Argyll Home, 
Oban, aged 96. Widow 
of Donald Longbottom, 
Taynuilt and a much loved 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother.
MACKENZIE - (Evanton/
Isle of Luing). Peacefully at 
Redwoods Care Home, Alness 
on March 11, 2020, Mary 
MacKenzie (née MacNab), 
aged 95 years, late of Evanton 
and Isle of Luing. Beloved wife 
of the late Alexander (Al), 
also a dear aunt. Funeral pri-
vate. Enquiries to the Funeral 
Directors; John Fraser & Son, 
Lovat House, High Street, 
Dingwall, 01349 808666.
MACLENNAN - (Spean 
Bridge/Dornie). Peacefully 
at MacKinnon Memorial 
Hospital, Broadford on 
Saturday, March 14, 2020, 
Edna (née MacDonald), Lagg, 
Dornie. Loving and loved 
wife of the late Angus, mother 
of James, Ronald and Shona, 
mother-in-law, granny and 
dear friend to many. Funeral 
service in Kilmonivaig Parish 
Church, Spean Bridge at 
11a.m. on Saturday, March 
21, 2020. Family � owers 
only. Arrangements by D.N. 
Munro, Glensheil.

MILLS - Peacefully, surround-
ed by his family at the R.A.H. 
Paisley, on Friday March 13, 
aged 66 years, Kevin Leslie 
Mills, loving partner of Ana, a 
dear son of Joan and the late 
Les Mills, dad of Stuart and 
brother of Robert, Leonard 
and Graham.  Funeral 
will take place from � e 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
Breadalbane Street, Oban on 
Wednesday, March 25 at 1.00 
p.m. therea� er to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery. Family � owers only 
please. Donations if desired 
for Cancer Research (UK) 
Scotland.
McGILLIVRAY - Peacefully 
with all his family by his side, 
Duncan of School Street, Port 
Charlotte, aged 68 years old, 
beloved husband of Susan 
Paget and much loved father 
of Donna, Jenny and Helen, fa-
ther-in-law of Bill and Zander, 
devoted Grampa to Adam 
and Grace and dearly loved 
brother of Donald. Funeral 
service was held in St Kiarans 
church on Saturday, March 
14, followed by interment at 
Nerabus Cemetery, Islay. A 
great friend and family man 
who will be sorely missed.
NEWLANDS - (Hopeman. 
Formerly Speyside and 
Taynuilt). Peacefully at Dr 
Grays Hospital, Elgin, on 
Saturday, March 14, 2020, sur-
rounded by his loving family, 
Frank Alexander Newlands, 
aged 78 years. Loving husband 
of Helen, dearly loved Dad of 
Sheila, Valerie and Alastair, 
very proud Granda and a great 
friend to many. Regrettably, 
current guidelines dictate we 
are unable to hold an open 
service for Frank, however, 
we hope to gather with family 
and friends at a later date, to 
celebrate a life well lived.

MEMORIAMS
ARMSTRONG - In loving 
memory of my dearest mother, 
who passed away March 23, 
1975. Also remembering 
dear friends Tootsie and 
Mairi Campbell, Mrs Madge 
MacIsaac, Rev John MacLeod 
and his dear wife Dolina, 
also Donnie Ferguson, a very 
kind and caring vet, also John 
Allan MacNeil, Barra and dear 
friend Nancy Du� y, also Pat 
Fountain.
- Mrs Mary Lamont.
HARPER – In loving memory 
of Carol who passed away so 
suddenly on March 18, 2019.
Quietly remembered every day
From your Scottish family
Miss you so much Carol.
- Love Nicky.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of Alistair MacLean 
(Monumental Sculptor) who 
died March 19, 2016, aged 84 
years, beloved husband to the 
late Mary, a much loved and 
loving dad, paps, papa and 
father-in-law.
Loving and kind in all his ways
Upright and just to the end of 
his days.
Sincere and true in heart and 
mind
Beautiful memories he le�  
behind.
- Dugald, Arlene and families. 

MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of my mother Jessie, 
who died March 17, 2015 also 
my father Neil, who died April 
30, 1991.
Both sadly missed by us all
Always in our thoughts.
- David, Eileen and all the 
family.
MACPHAIL - In memory of 
Allan, March 11, 2004.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Maureen.
MORRISON - In loving mem-
ory of Ena, who passed away on 
March 18, 2017.
A much loved wife, mum, 
mother-in-law and adored 
granny.
Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Dougall and family.
REID – Campbell. In loving 
memory of our dad and 
grandad, who passed away on 
March 18, 2019.
Always in our thoughts, forever 
in our hearts.
- Catriona, Jim, Katie and 
Matthew.
TURNER -In loving memory 
of Mary who passed away 
March 26, 2019.
Always in our thoughts and 
sadly missed.
- Gordon, � omas, Andrew 
and families.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

————— D & A MUNN Ltd —————
Breadalbane Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 5NZ

Tel: 01631 562562   Email: ian@munns-oban.co.uk

Oban’s Longest Established 
Independent Funeral Directors

Professional, Respectful 
and Experienced Staff

Private Chapel of Rest

8-Seat Mercedes Limousine Hire

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Owned and Run by Ian MacInnes & Son
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE

FROM
£1695.00

Simple Burial
or Cremation

Service

D&A Munn advert  22/11/2019  11:35  Page 1

THOUGHT 
FOR THE WEEK
Who knows what the 
situation will be by the time 
this is published? What is 
clear is that coronavirus will 
have an ongoing impact on 
life across the globe.

We in the UK are now 
in the ‘delay phase’ of the 
government response, but 
that could change rapidly. 
But what is our response at a 
personal level? Will we carry 
on as normal, wash our 
hands a bit more o�en and 
more thoroughly, or will we 
hit the panic button and get 
hold of as much toilet paper, 
hand gels, pasta, and tinned 
goods as the fast emptying 
supermarket shelves will 
allow?

Or do we accept the gravity 
of the situation, take the 
advice of the authorities 
with regard to minimising 
the risk of infection and 
consider the needs of others 
as well as ourselves?

From a Christian perspec-
tive can I suggest prayer? In 
the past our nation did not 
ridicule such a call – there 
have been such occasions 
in the past. If we believe in 
the God who lived among 
us in the person of Jesus of 
Nazareth we can be assured 
that he is not disinterested 
in what happens on planet 
earth. One of the constant 
features in Jesus’ own life 
was prayer. If it was good 
enough for the Son of God it 
should be no less so for us.

In the New Testament 
letters folk are urged to 
pray about everything on 
the basis that God was 
our refuge and strength in 
troubled times. Some words 
from a hymn seem appropri-
ate – O what peace we o�en 
forfeit, O what needless pain 
we bear, all because we do 
not carry everything to God 
in prayer.

James Beaton,
Oban Free Church

Four new members of the 
St Columba’s Cathedral 
Chapter of Canons were 
installed by Bishop Brian 
McGee earlier this month.

Canon Michael Hutson, 
Canon Roderick Johnston, 
Canon John Paul 
MacKinnon and Canon 
William MacLean were all 
welcomed in the Diocese of 
Argyll and the Isles.

�e priests came from all 
three deaneries and interest-
ingly three live on an island: 
Canon Michael – Bute; 
Canon John Paul – Barra; 
Canon William – Lewis; 
while Canon Roddy lives 
in Ballachulish and is also 
Parish Priest of Taynuilt.

Despite the poor weather 
a good crowd of family and 
parishioners from across 

the diocese gathered in 
the Cathedral on Tuesday, 
March 11, where the can-
ons were installed during 
Vespers, which was followed 
by Mass and then hospitality 
was o�ered in the Cathedral 
Hall.

It was �tting that the new 
canons were installed on the 
Feast of St John Ogilvie, an 
exemplary Scottish priest.

During his homily Bishop 
Brian highlighted that Jesus 
was the eternal High Priest.

‘A priest o�ers sacri�ce 
but Jesus both o�ered the 
sacri�ce and was the Victim 
himself,’ he said.

‘Jesus’ entire life was one of 
priestly self-giving. 

‘�rough baptism all 
Christians are called to be a 
‘sacri�cial o�ering’ and this 

is especially true of those 
who have been ordained.’

St John Ogilvie knew this 
in his heart and the bishop 
encouraged the new canons 
to imitate his example.

Bishop Brian urged the new 
canons to use their installa-
tion as an opportunity to 
grow in personal holiness.

Diocese welcomes four new canons

KEEP IN TOUCH
EMAIL US AT 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk 
T E L E P H O N E  
01631 568000

Community meetings for 
new Islay ferry postponed
Two community meetings 
on the speci�cation of a new 
ferry to operate between 
Kennacraig and Islay have 
been postponed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Following revised guidance 
from the Scottish and UK 
governments this week, 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL) has decided 
to postpone the meetings, 
which were due to take 
place on March 23 at Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle (ICCI) 
in Bowmore, March 24 at 

Ramsay Hall in Port Ellen, 
and March 25 at Jura Village 
Hall.

�e meetings will be 
rescheduled for later in the 
year and CMAL will provide 
an update as soon as new 
dates are con�rmed. 

�e public meetings were 
being held by CMAL, in 
partnership with Transport 
Scotland and CalMac, to 
engage communities on 
ferry user needs during the 
early planning and feasibility 
stages.
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Shinty suspended amid coronavirus 
concerns
All shinty has been postponed with 
immediate e�ect and until further 
notice amid increasing concerns in 
relation to the spread of COVID-19 
(coronavirus).

�e Camanachd Association 
informed all clubs last Friday that, 
following advice issued by the 
Scottish and British Governments 
over recent days, it had decided to 
postpone all matches under their 
control until further notice.

�e announcement came on a 
sporting day of drama which began 
when the English premier and  
football leagues suspended all foot-
ball under their remit until at least 
Friday April 3. 

�e Scottish Professional Football 
League took matters a stage further 
by calling a halt to all domestic 
professional and grassroots football 
under the jurisdiction of the Scottish 
Football Association, including the 
Scottish Women’s Premier League, 
until further notice. 

SPFL chief executive Neil 
Doncaster said it was ‘neither real-
istic nor possible’ to continue with 
matches. Other sports including 
rugby, golf, Formula 1 and cricket 
followed suit.

Whilst it is unlikely most shinty 
matches would have exceeded the 
500 person quota put in place by 
the Scottish Government for events, 
concerns remained regarding the 
risk associated with the spread of 
the virus, particularly to those most 
vulnerable and for those travelling 
long distances in close proximity to 
others.

Consequently, shinty’s governing 
body took what it described as the 
‘di�cult’ decision to postpone all 
matches.

A Camanachd Association spokes-
man said: ‘With events moving so 
quickly on this unprecedented cir-
cumstance, we have taken medical 
advice throughout the week and, as 
the public concern for this situation 
has grown, we now feel it is incum-
bent on us to postpone all matches.

‘�e well-being of the people in 
shinty communities is primary 
in this decision and we hope this 
decision removes any expectations 
or pressures on participating during 
a time that we can be focused on do-
ing all we can to supress the spread 
of the virus.’

Shortly a�er the announcement, 
the Camanachd Association issued 
a further statement recommending 
that the suspension include all �x-
tures, training, festivals and other 
events. 

A spokesman added: ‘In light 
of the government restrictions 
on public gatherings and the 
resulting pressure on emergency 
services and healthcare provision, 
the Camanachd Association has 
postponed all �xtures under our 

auspices whilst a further assessment 
can be made and to reduce any ad-
ditional pressure our activities may 
have otherwise had on emergency 
services.

‘Ultimately, training sessions 
are outwith the Camanachd 
Association’s jurisdiction and re-
main a club and player decision. We 
know that being physically active 
is one of the best things we can 
generally do to reduce the risk of 
infection and stay healthy, however,  
our guidance at present is focused 
on the well-being of all members 
and their families during such an 
uncertain time. 

‘Additionally it should not be 
overlooked that one of the age de-
mographics most vulnerable to the 
coronavirus is older people, many of 
whom play important roles in shinty 
clubs. 

‘As a result, we postponed all shin-
ty �xtures and advise, at this time, 
this should include training. We 
will endeavour to provide due notice 
to clubs ahead of any future shinty 
matches so there is time to re-start 
training.

‘In addition, during this uncertain 
time, we would also encourage 
clubs, where possible, to have 
committee meetings via video 
conferencing using so�ware such as 
Google Hangouts. Anyone with any 
symptoms should not attend any 
committee meetings.’ 

Re�ecting on what are unprece-
dented times during recent years, 
Oban Camanachd assistant man-
ager Kenny Wotherspoon said: ‘�e 
�rst thing to say is shinty is just a 
small part of a much bigger picture 
here and you only have to look at 
what is unfolding in places such as 
Italy to see the dangers. �e safety of 
our players, o�cials, supporters and 
the wider community is the most 
important thing and hopefully these 
steps will help limit the e�ects of the 
virus. Health is the most important 
thing.

‘If you consider matters from 
a shinty perspective, initially we 
thought this weekend’s matches 
would go ahead. Moss�eld would 
certainly have been playable for 
the Fort William match. It was a 
good day on Friday so the pitch was 
dried out and there wasn’t enough 
rain on Saturday morning for a 
postponement.

‘However the Camanachd 
Association decision was made and 
even though shinty doesn’t normally 
attract crowds of more than 500, this 
is precautionary and we understand 
the reasons involved.

‘�e boys have been training hard 
with a �tness trainer every Monday 
and Wednesday since the second 
week in January, as well as doing 
their own thing, so they were well 
prepared for the start of the season. 

We’ll just have to see what happens 
but, if it is going to be a long lay-o�, 
we will need notice before we return 
as we’ll pretty much have to do a 
pre-season again. You just can’t go 
straight into matches a�er a long 
lay-o� as that is when things like 
muscle injuries occur. 

‘�e situation is changing by 
the day and we don’t know what 
will happen next. We’ll encourage 
the boys to do their own thing 
regards training as the Camanachd 
Association has advised against 
group training sessions. �at might 
be taken out of our hands as things 
like training halls at schools may 
become unavailable.

‘We will just have to monitor the 
situation though as if we follow 
sports such as football, we could be 
out of action for some time.’         

�ere were similar thoughts from 
Oban Celtic assistant boss Les 
Kinvig who said: ‘�is is much more 
serious than the game of shinty and 
we all recognise that. 

‘We still have to decide what to do 
regarding our training. �e boys are 
the �ttest they have ever been going 
into a season and we don’t want to 
lose that. 

‘�ey have been training twice a 
week with two �tness instructors 
and it looks as if that may have to 
stop. If so, we’ll need to rely on the 
boys doing their own thing. We 
considered having a bounce game 
on Saturday to keep the boys ticking 
over or we could have played for the 
Bob Wylie Memorial Trophy but we 
decided that wouldn’t be the right 
thing to do. 

‘Other sports, such as football,  
have spoken about potentially a four 
month lay-o�. If that were the case, 
when would we re-introduce shinty? 
When it does come back, we would 
need a period of notice as we’d have 
to re-start with a pre-season before 
playing competitively again. If the 
boys aren’t properly prepared, you 
run the risk of injury and players 
being out for even longer.  

‘You can see how the virus has 
spread in other countries so we to-
tally appreciate why the Camanachd 

Association has taken this decision. 
�ere would be risks with having 
boys travelling in the bus together 
to and from matches as themselves. 

‘However, if professional sports 
don’t re-start soon, it is hard to see 
how amateur sports such as shinty 
can. It would be frowned upon.’

�e Women’s Camanachd 
Association also issued a statement 
clarifying its position in relation to 
coronavirus and �xtures.

A statement read: ‘Given the 
current developing situation in the 
UK and the announcements by 
the Scottish Government, Scottish 
Football Association and other 
sporting bodies, and in the best 
interests of player and community 
health and to help slow the spread 
of COVID-19, the WCA committee 
has decided all WCA governed shin-
ty will be postponed until further 
notice.’

Oban Celtic work 
towards Silver Award
Oban Celtic is working hard to 
achieve a Camanachd Association 
silver clubmark award by this 
summer.  

�e Oban side was presented with 
their bronze clubmark award during 
the close season and are determined 
to progress to the next level.

�e clubmark scheme is aimed at 
helping clubs become more organ-
ised, including reviewing aspects 
within their club such as increasing 
the number of volunteers and im-
proving coaching standards. 

Oban Celtic assistant manager 
Les Kinvig said: ‘�ings are looking 
good at Oban Celtic and this is just 
another example of how we are 
progressing on and o� the �eld. 

‘We were given our bronze award 
during the close season but were 
already spending time on the silver 
award. I was updating and prepar-
ing documents on matters such as a 
development plan, child protection, 
consultations and codes of conduct. 
We already had a players’ code of 
conduct and had made progress 

regarding child protection so we 
are not far away from achieving the 
silver award. 

‘We still need to do a bit on the 
coaching side of things. Coaches 
have undertaken their Level 2 course 
but still need to be assessed on the 
training �eld and the current situa-
tion may stall things in that area. I 
imagine Dougie [MacIntyre’s] expe-
rience will take him to the Level 1 
standard and we have others within 
the club who coach at Rock�eld. 

‘So we are working away in the 
background and the current shinty 
postponement may free up time for 
this. It all helps take Oban Celtic 
into the modern era and these are all 
important matters to have in place 
when you are running a shinty club.’

West Regional Development 
O�cer Euan McMurdo has urged 
clubs in the west region who have 
yet to consider the bene�ts to book 
an appointment to learn more about 
the clubmark scheme and what it 
has to o�er to help the sustainability 
of their club.

Anyone interested in the clubmark 
scheme or who would like more 
information should contact Euan 
McMurdo on 07824 367996.

Glenurquhart make     
a di�erence
Glenurquhart Shinty Club was de-
lighted to present the Glenurquhart 
Centre with a £1,350 cheque. 

�e money was raised at the Mowi 
National Division side’s successful 
Swindle Ra�e and Quiz Night in 
December 2019. 

As always, the club shares proceeds 
with the centre in appreciation of 
the excellent work it does for the 
community. 

�e Glenurquhart Centre is a 
community-owned business run by 
Glenurquhart Care Project. It was 
established in response to a need for 
care provision for the elderly and 
vulnerable in communities in and 
around Glenurquhart and Upper 
Strathglass. �e centre opened on 
April 3 2000.

Long-serving Glenurquhart Shinty 
Club treasurer Fraser MacKenzie 
and player Rory MacLean visited the 
centre to present the cheque to sta� 
and clients.

Shinty referee 
shortage
�e number of registered shinty 
o�cials is at a critically low 
level, prompting the Camanachd 
Association to implement new 
measures. 

Following a byelaw change 
approved by the Camanachd 
Association Board, all clubs have 
been asked to contact operations 
manager Astie Cameron with the 
name of at least one new individual 
that can be called upon to o�ciate 
at a small number of lower league 
�xtures/second team matches.  

Oban Camanachd assistant 
manager Kenny Wotherspoon.

Les Kinvig, assistant manger of 
Oban Celtic.
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Shinty suspended amid coronavirus 
concerns Training can be provided and the 

likelihood is these o�  cials will only 
be required for a small number of 
� xtures each year. 

However, their inclusion will help 
address the shortage the association 
has been managing for so long now.  
A pathway is already in place should 
any new referees wish to progress to 
o�  ciate at more senior matches. 

� e Camanachd Association ac-
knowledged clubs already do a great 
deal for shinty and state they are 
working to identify wider recruit-
ment options. However, assistance 
from clubs during this interim 
period would be a huge support. 

Following a positive get together 
with referees earlier in the month, 
the Camanachd Association also 
reminded clubs to continue to make 
all referees welcome at their grounds 
and to reinforce the following stand-
ards to club coaches and playing 
members:

Foul language will not be tolerated 
and players will receive a warning 
on the � rst occasion followed by a 
booking if they swear again. If such 
foul language is directed at a match 
o�  cial, it will result in a red card.

One handed swinging of the ca-
man is not a foul unless the caman is 
being swung in a dangerous manner.

All helmets must be secured with 
a chin strap.

Short-term working 
groups 
� e Camanachd Association has ad-
vised two new working groups will 
be established in the coming months 
with speci� c remits to evaluate 
current provision of the sport and 
gather feedback from members to 
identify opportunities for enhanced 
working in future. 

New Camanachd Association 
director Roddy McCuish will lead 
a focused working group in Argyll 
and Bute tasked with reviewing 
shinty’s current support. 

Director and vice president 
Steven MacKenzie will also lead 
a review with his remit covering 
competitions.

Remembering 
Lawrence Jones
A group of 55 friends of Lawrence 
Jones, many from Strathglass Shinty 
Club, took part in An Solas Mòr, a 
walk in the early hours of Sunday 
morning to raise awareness of the 
importance of mental well-being 
and to remember their popular 
teammate and friend who took his 
life 12 months ago. 

Organised by friend and teammate 
Eoghan Stewart, the walk started  
from Bught Park, Inverness, before 
making its way to the end of the 
canal at Dochgarroch and the head 
of Loch Dochfour. 

� e group departed in darkness 
at 4.30am, before seeing the sunrise 
just a� er 7am as the party made the 

return journey towards the city. 
� ere was an open invite to every-
one, whether they knew Lawrence 
or not, especially if they themselves 
had lost someone to suicide and 
would like to share their memories 
and stories of those they miss to 
this day. Stories were told, grief was 
shared and laughter was released. 

Meantime, Shinty Ambassador 
and former Fort William and 
Scotland captain Gary Innes spent 
three days recording a two-part doc-
umentary for BBC Radio Scotland 
on suicide and mental health with 
particular focus on Gary’s home 
area of Lochaber.

Lochaber and the Highlands of 
Scotland have the highest suicide 
rates per head of population in the 
UK and Gary has played with six 
Fort William Shinty Club players 
who have taken their own lives.

For the documentary, Gary spoke  
with academics, counsellors and the 
families and loved ones of some of 
his old teammates to try and get an 
understanding of what can be done 
to help others. 

� e two-part hour long documen-
tary, produced by Marion MacNeil, 
will air this May on BBC Radio 
Scotland to coincide with Mental 
Health Awareness week.

Anyone wishing to talk to some-
one con� dentially can contact the 
Samaritans at any time on 03300 
945717 or Lochaber Hope drop-in 
centre is open from 9am to 5pm dur-
ing the week or call 01397 704836. 
Both numbers are con� dential.

Here come the girls
Lochcarron Camanachd held its 
annual Dewar Shield P1-4 girls 
competition in Kyleakin last week.

Five enthusiastic teams - Kyle 
A, Kyle B, Lochcarron, Portree 
and South End - took part in a 
keenly-contested and enjoyable 
tournament. 

� e competition was run on a 
round-robin basis with Lochcarron, 
Portree, South End and Kyle B qual-
ifying for the semi-� nals.

Lochcarron and South End won 
through to what was an exciting 
� nal with host club Lochcarron 
running out winners. 

� e shield was presented to 
Lochcarron captain Charlotte 
Boswell by Lochcarron stalwart 
Kenny ‘Jeck’ Mackenzie who also 
handed out the medals.

Charlotte Boswell was also named 
joint player of the tournament along-
side teammate Maura Mackenzie, 
the choice of Isle of Skye Primary 
Schools Camanachd chairman Iain 
Murray. � ere were thanks to or-
ganiser Jenny Mackenzie, Kyleakin, 
who, along with Ina Finlayson, 
provided food for the girls.

SP T THE SHINTY BALL

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
I MacKinnon
Kilmelford
W Park
Campbeltown

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
D MacLellan Jan ‘20 £2000

Due to administrative issues related to Coronavirus, we have taken the decision to 
suspend Spot the Shinty Ball until further notice. When the competition resumes, 

the prize fund will commence at its current level of £2,600
We apologise for the inconvenience this causes and hope you understand our decision.

#ScottishWhiskyTrail

If you are a whisky lover or just want to try the best drams in Scotland then download 
our free app today and make the most of your time in the home of whisky.

Our new app is your pocket guide to the Scottish whisky scene. Use our interactive map to 
fi nd the best places to shop, buy and sample Scotland’s national drink, all at the touch of a 
button.  

Visit iconic whisky bars, rub shoulders with local whisky experts and get the best advice on 
how to enjoy your preferred dram. Above all have fun and remember – drink sensibly.

Slàinte!

DOWNLOAD 
OUR FREE 
APP TODAY

*You must be 18 years or older to purchase alcohol within the UK.

THE NEW APP FROM 
CASK & STILL MAGAZINE
If you are a whisky lover or just want to try the best drams in Scotland then download 

YOUR WHISKY 
JOURNEY 

STARTS HERE

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000
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RALLYING�e opening round of the 2020 
KNC Groundworks Scottish 
Rally Championships took 
place in and around Inverness 
with a good entry of 96 cars.

�e event, on Saturday 
March 7, was three weeks lat-
er than usual to try and avoid 
the worst of the weather. 

�ere were, however, large 
sections of the stages still 
swathed in snow and ice, 
making conditions changea-
ble to say the least.

Lochgilphead’s Alister 
MacArthur was back in the 
forests, a�er a two-and-a-
half year break, in the MR 
Motorsport prepared Talbot 
Sunbeam. 

Co-driver Claire Tilley, 
from Craignure, Mull, had 
only completed one event 
prior to this in the car and 
that was on Tarmacadem and 
mostly in the dark of Mull 
Rally. 

Gravel, snow and ice would 
be a whole di�erent concept 
in the powerful rear wheel 
drive car.

�e car has seen develop-
ment over the past season 
and the �ve stages ahead that 
day would be as much a test 
as a genuine attempt to score 
points.

However, a�er a relatively 
clean run through the 13 
miles of Stage 1 – the stage 
that claimed a large number 
of competitors due to the 
slippy conditions – thoughts 
quickly turned to getting up 
the leaderboard and grabbing 
as many championship points 
as possible.

�e crew had made it to 
the a�ernoon sitting in 36th 
place overall and a very quick 
run through Stage 4 saw them 
climb to 31st. 

Drama nearly robbed them 
of a great result when the 

alternator stopped working 
and the battery started to 
go �at in the last 13 miles of 
Lochletter 2, with Alister 
switching o� all but the bare 
essential electric components 
to try and make it to the 
�nish. Finish they did and in 
32nd place overall and third 
in Class 7. A brilliant start to 
the new season.

Also heading north to 
Inverness to compete was Ian 
Parker, whose normal seat in 
the MkII had been withdrawn 
as the car wasn’t ready. 

He had a late call to co-drive 
for Linzi Henderson in her 
Ford Fiesta but they were 
one of the unlucky crews to 
slide o� the road in Stage 1, 
only a mile from the start, 
spectacularly attempting to 
knock down some trees in the 
process.

Eoghan Anderson from 
Cairnbaan was out in the 
Subaru Impreza of Graeme 
Sherry in what is slowly 
becoming a weekend habit 
– one which has his mother 
watching nervously from the 
wings. 

�ey had a good day and 
brought the car home in 26th 
overall and eighth in a com-
petitive Class 9. �ey plan to 
do the full season, so watch 
this space for updates on their 
progress.

�e closely-contested event 
was �nally won by Michael 
Binnie and Clare Mole in 
a Mitsubishi Evo, with the 
ever-present Jock Armstrong 
and Cameron Fair taking 
second place in the TEG 
Sport Impreza, a�er leading 
the rally for much of the day. 
Freddie Milne and Patrick 
Walsh in the Fiesta R5 were 
third overall.

Rally winners Michael Binnie and Clare Mole.
Photograph: West Coast Photos. 

Argyll drivers back 
in top rally action

Alister MacArthur and co-driver Claire Tilley placed third in Class 7. Photograph: West Coast Photos. 

An unfortunate end for Linzi Henderson and Ian Parker. 

Vikings act as talisman
for national rugby squad

Etive Vikings make themselves comfortable at the home of Scottish rugby.
Etive Vikings recently trav-
elled to Murray�eld for their 
annual trip to watch one of 
the Guinness Six Nations’ 
showdowns.

Once again the Vikings 
proved to be a lucky omen for 
Gregor Townend’s men who 
ran in a comfortable 28-17 
victory.

�is is the fourth time 
the Vikings have been to 
Murray�eld and the home 
team has won on each occasion.

‘We will be expecting compli-
mentary tickets for an autumn 
international match against the 
New Zealand All Blacks!’ said 
Vikings coach Matt Corns.

�e Vikings have had an-
other fantastic season to date, 
competing well in various 
tournaments and training on 
Wednesday evenings from 
5.45pm to 7pm at the Taynuilt 
Sports Hub.   �ey currently 
have up to 40 players training 
regularly for the next batch of 
tournaments.

�e Vikings committee 
endeavours to provide fun and 
safe physical activity for all P2 
– P7 children at an a�ordable 
cost to families, sessions cur-
rently work out at less than £1 
per session for each player.

‘We can only do this with the 
commitment of our volunteer 

Etive Vikings outside Murray�eld.
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CRICKETYOUTH RUGBY

Vikings act as talisman
for national rugby squad

Etive Vikings make themselves comfortable at the home of Scottish rugby.
coaches and parents that help 
out from time to time and this 
year we have had considerable 
� nancial help from local 
organisations,’ added coach 
Corns.

� e team sincerley thanked: 
Crerar Trust, Argyll Beats 
Cardiovascular Disease, 
Taynuilt Medical Practice, 
Taynuilt Tai Chi Club and 
Magic Little Grants/Local 
Giving Team.

‘� e � nancial help has 
enabled us to buy wet weather 
training gear, match strips, 
training and safety gear,’ said 
the coach.

‘� is is massive to a small 

community club and helps us 
provide a safe and fun environ-
ment for young children to be 
active.’

Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic the Vikings held 
their last training session 
on Saturday (p6/7) for the 
foreseeable future. � e Oban 
Times will endeavour to keep 
everyone updated on when 
training and competition 
starts up again.

Anyone requiring informa-
tion about training should 
contact Matt Corns on 07799 
582 936.

Etive Vikings outside Murray� eld.

St Columba’s 
knock opposition 
for six at fi nals day
Around 120 children from all 
three Oban primary schools 
took part in a cricketing 
extravaganza last week at 
Atlantis Leisure .

A joint venture between 
Active Schools, Oban Cricket 
Club and the community 
owned leisure centre, the 
Primary Cricket Finals 
featured Primary 7 pupils 
from Park, Rock� eld and St 
Columba’s primary schools 
taking part in a round 
robin competition to make 
it through to a sudden death 
� nal.

� e high octane competi-
tion featured fun and energy 
with all three teams playing 
extremely well. At the end 
of the day, however, it was 
St Columba’s that shone 
through with its I and II 
teams going head to head in 
an entertaining � nal and the 
former winning outright.

Gillian Walker, active 
schools co-ordinator for 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles and 
Tiree, said: ‘� is was another 
year of good partnership 
working between Active 
Schools, Atlantis and Oban 
Cricket Club.

‘It was fantastic to see such 
great enthusiasm from all 
pupils and sta�  involved in 
today’s event.

‘Many thanks to Ronnie 
(Kelly) and his team at Oban 
Cricket Club and thank you 
to Atlantis Leisure for assist-
ing with the event.’

Mr Kelly has been involved 
in the annual tournament for 
more years than he cares to 
remember and was bowled 
over by the quality on display 
at this year’s � nals festival.

‘We have been delivering 
taster sessions alongside 
Active Schools since January 
and the level of cricket skills 
shown by all teams shows how 
much hard work has been put 
in by each individual school 
in the build up.

‘� e standard of batting and 
� elding was exceptionally 
high this year and going by 
the feedback from the schools 
and the support in the hall to-
day we are achieving our aim 
of changing the perception 
of what is essentially a very 
enjoyable bat and ball game.’

Oban Cricket Club is 
working towards setting up 
an a� er-school club which 
will allow young cricket 
enthusiasts the chance to 
develop their skills further. 
More details to follow in the 
coming months.

Jakub Kyzska and Olivia Krolikowska were awarded best 
boy and girl respectively.

St Columba’s pupils took both the winners and runners-up titles at the recent cricket festival.
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OBAN SAINTS YOUTHS

Results and �xtures
All games scheduled for last Sunday were postponed 
and �xtures have been suspended until further notice. 

ADULT FOOTBALL

Results and �xtures
Last Saturday: Central Scottish AFL - Premier 1B - Lesma-
hagow v Oban Saints; Greater Glasgow AFL - Division 
Three - Oban Saints GG v Glenvale; Scottish Amateur 
FL - Premier Division One - Busby v Campbeltown 
Pupils; Dunoon v Glynhill Moorcroft; Premier Division 
Two - Tarbert v Strathaven; Jimmy Marshall Cup, second 
round - Lochgilphead Red Star v Motherwell Thistle.  All 
games were postponed and future �xtures have been 
suspended until further notice due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

INDOOR ATHLETICS

    P     W       D     L        F       A       GD    Pts   
Oban Saints 14     14      0      0       54      9       45      42  
Blantyre RGM 16     10      3      3       42     23      19      33  
Garrowhill Thistle 15      9       2      4       35     32        3      29  
Stedfast K 16      5       3      8  23     37     -14      18
Lesmahagow 10      5       2      3       28     13      15      17 
Cambusnethan 14      4       5      6  23     32      -9       15  
Bridgewater 12      5       0      7       24     23        1      14  
Clydebank 16      2       2     12  19     45     -26       8  
Craigneuk 14      1       1     12       8      42     -34       4

What to do if you 
think you might have 
coronavirus

If you think you might have coronavi-
rus or you’ve been in close contact with 

someone who has it:
z stay at home and avoid close contact with others,
z do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital,
z use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service to �nd
    out what to do next

The 111 coronavirus service will tell you if you need 
to continue to stay at home (self-isolate) or if you need 
medical help.

Argyll Indoor Athletics
�nal is cancelled
The committee of Mid Argyll Athletic Club has taken 
the di�cult decision to postpone the Argyll �nal of 
Sports Hall Athletics which was due to take place at 
Atlantis Leisure in Oban this Sunday March 22.
 After consultation with the management sta� at 
Atlantis Leisure it was decided it was best to follow the 
guidance that is currently being issued by the Scottish 
Government and others to attempt to restrict the 
spread of the coronavirus.
 With more than 150 young boys and girls qualifying 
for the �nal from the four area competitions and 
the possibility of another 200 plus family member 
spectators �lling the games hall the organisers felt it 
was sensible to postpone the event. 

The organisers will revisit a date for holding the 
competition once the coronavirus situation is clear 
and if necessary this may have to be after the summer 
school holidays.

The boys and girls who quali�ed from the area 
competitions in Lochgilphead, Oban, Tobermory and 
Campbeltown will be advised of the new Argyll �nal 
date and times through their club or school.

The organisers apologised for any inconvenience and 
disappointment this postponement might cause to the 
young athletes and their families. 

Bob MacIntyre will be 
able to  put his clubs 
away and enjoy an 
extended stay in Oban 
for at least the next six 
weeks as the world of 
professional golf went 
into shutdown as a 
response to the coronavi-
rus outbreak.

Last week’s Kenyan 
Open had already 
been postponed and 
subsequent events in 
India, Texas, Malaysia and 
China have also fallen 
victim to the pandemic.  
The USGA also took 
decisive action last 
Thursday by abandoning 
the prestigious Players 
Championship in Florida  
after only one round and 
then announced the US 

US Masters postponed as 
part of gol�ng shutdown

Bob MacIntyre.

GOLF

Masters scheduled for 
early April would also be 
postponed.

As it stands, Bob will 
next be in action at the 
Andalucian Masters on 
April 30th, but given the 
scale of the spread of 
the virus in Spain, that 
tournament must also be 
in serious doubt.

Friday March 13
– a day football 
will never forget
�e shock news received 
on the a�ernoon of Friday 
March 13 that all Scottish 
Amateur football had been 
suspended due to the coro-
navirus has sidelined Oban 
Saints’ push for the Central 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Division 1B title.

Despite the fact that amateur 
football matches are rarely, 
if ever, attended by crowds 
of 500 or more people, the 
Scottish Football Association, 
under whose jurisdiction all 
grassroots football falls, made 
its decision based on ‘public 
health, the commitments of 
emergency and medical ser-
vices, and also on the safety 
of those involved in the game, 
which applies from senior 
professional football to the 
lowest grassroots ages’.

Scottish Football’s govern-
ing body further a�rmed ‘the 
decision is also designed to 
protect the volunteer network 
that supports the grassroots 
game, in line with UK Chief 
Medical O�cer’s advice’. 

�e �rst Saints �xture to fall 
foul of the Scottish Football 
Association’s moratorium 
was last Saturday’s scheduled 
trip to Glebe Park, one of the 
league’s �nest grass playing 
surfaces, to face promotion 
rivals Lesmahagow. 

A win for Saints on their 
longest away league trip 
would have been another 
massive step on the march 
to promotion however 
Lesmahagow are a formidable 
out�t on their own turf and 
were desperate to in�ict a �rst 
league defeat of the season on 
Saints.

�e South Lanarkshire men 

were impressive in the reverse 
�xture at Glencruitten back 
in August where centre 
forward James McGill’s 59th 
minute reply for the visitors 
set up a nervy closing third of 
the match a�er David Beaton 
and Lewis Cameron had put 
Saints two goals to the good.

Fi�h placed Lesmahagow’s 
four games in hand on 
league leaders Saints, and six 
on second placed Blantyre 
RGM, puts last season’s 
Scottish Amateur Football 

isolation will actually last, 
a curtailed �xture list upon 
resumption remains one of 
many possibilities currently 
being pondered by the 
Central Scottish Amateur 
Football League hierachy.

Abandoning the eight 
additional �xtures, originally 
designed to extend the season 
for clubs not involved in cup 
competitions, in favour of a 
return to a more conventional 
16 game card would see Saints 
already home and hosed as 
Division 1B winners. 

�ere is, however, much for 
the executive committee to 
consider and the season being 

completely written o� cannot 
be ruled out. Oban Saints will 
continue to function as close 
to normal as is possible under 
the current circumstances, 
however, following further 
advice issued by the Scottish 
Football Association on 
Monday March 16, all train-
ing has been suspended until 
further notice.

All the teams from adults 
to youths come under the 
Scottish FA directive.

Club secretary David 
Buchanan said: ‘�e �rst 
thing to say is that football 
is just a small part of a much 
bigger picture and you only 
have to look at what is unfold-
ing in other countries to see 
the dangers.

‘�e safety of our players, 
o�cials, supporters and in-
deed the wider community is 
the most important thing.

‘I get regular updates from 
the Scottish FA and the 
Central Scottish AFL which I 
pass on to our team members.

‘We can only hope the 
pandemic passes quickly but 
in the meantime – everybody 
stay safe’.  

Association Sunday Trophy 
runners up right in the mix 
for promotion to the Premier 
Division at the �rst time of 
asking.

With no decision yet made 
on exactly how long football’s  

Oban Saints. Photograph: Derek Black 



� e Oban Times
Thursday 19 March 2020 SPORT  55

JUNIOR GOLF

OT

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 13, 
2020 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 02.46 2.9 08.54 1.7 
 16.17 2.8 21.25 1.6
Fri 03.47 3.1 10.04 1.5 
 16.49 3.0 22.16 1.3
Sat 04.17 3.4 10.46 1.3 
 16.50 3.2 22.55 1.1
Sun 04.48 3.6 11.20 1.1 
 17.10 3.5 23.29 0.9
Mon 05.22 3.8 11.50 1.0 
 17.38 3.7  **.** *.*
Tues 00.02 0.8 05.54 3.9 
 12.20 0.9 18.07 3.8
Wed 00.33 0.8 06.26 4.0 
 12.49 0.9 18.34 3.9              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
0°C to 8ºC.
Friday 
Sunny and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
1°C to 9ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light cloud and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
4ºC to 9ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

7

9

7

� e Rotary Club of Oban, 
in recognition of the tre-
mendous support which it 
received from the members 
of Glencruitten Golf Club in 
regard to its annual Golf Am-
Am, which is Rotary’s main 
fund raiser, regularly con-
tributes to GGC’s Junior Golf 
Development Programme .

Rotary president Douglas 
Small recently handed over 
a cheque for £1,200 to GGC 
Captain George MacKenzie 
for this purpose.
 GGC’s Junior Golf De-
velopment Programme has 
come on leaps and bounds 
in recent times with around 
30 youngsters now under 
tuition.
 � is is very much on the 

Continued from page 56
39 entries. Gallant as ever, 
Eddie blamed his navigator, 
daughter Amanda – who 
had just come o�  night shi�  
and stepped straight into the 
Peugeot 206 rally car.

Father and daughter
One place behind the 

father and daughter team 
were Tobermory’s Shaun 
Fisher and Oban’s Ross 
Graham in a Vauxhall Astra, 
while Tobermory’s Chris 
Warden with Ian Mills from 

Mull Hire Classic Rally
Barnoldswick � nished 34th 
in a Fiesta.

At the � nish, winning 
co-driver Andrew Fish was 
very complimentary about 
this new event on the island 
saying: ‘It was superb. 

‘We really enjoyed it and the 
competition tested us both.’

Runner-up Fraser Hughes 
added: ‘Given we were so 
close at the � nish, perhaps we 
will take it bit more seriously 
next year.’

Top Ten:
1  Andy Beaumont/Andrew Fish (Sunbeam Rapier H120) 
    20:01
2 Fraser Hughes/Peter MacInnes (Mazda MX5) 20.24
3 Craig Wallace/Cli� ord Auld (Toyota Corolla G6R)
   20:37
4 Michael Reid/John Lindsay (MG Midget) 20:47
5 Ryan Hay/Niall � omson (Toyota Paseo G6) 20.52
6 Ian Buchanan/Gemma Conroy (Subaru Impreza) 21:15
7 Alan Patterson/Bob Shearer (Ford Puma) 22:05
8 Ian Rae/Muriel Rae (Citroen C2 VTS) 22:13
9 Richard Wardle/Jonathan Mounsey (Ford Escort Mk2)
   22:15
10 Andrew Tong/Emma Steeley (Peugeot 205 GTi) 22.20

Rotary Club support for junior golf in Oban

Rotary Club President Douglas Small hands over a cheque for £1,500. 

back of the success of Robert 
Mac Intyre, who was once 
a Glencruitten junior, and 
is now making  a hugely 

successful career in the pro-
fessional ranks.

Also pictured are several 
Rotarians along with club 

members and young stars of 
the future.

Runners-up Fraser Hughes and Peter MacInnes in their 
Mazda MX5

Third placed Craig Wallace and Cli� ord Auld in their 
Toyota Corolla G6R.

Father and daughter team Eddie and Amanda O’Donnell 
in their Peugeot 206.Simon and Finn Thomasson in their Toyota Celica.
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Continued on page 55

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 55

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Mull Hire 
Classic 
Rally

Friday March 13
– a day football 
will never forget

RALLYING

North of England duo win 
Mull Hire Classic Rally
Andy Beaumont and Andrew 
Fish won last weekend’s Mull 
Hire Classic Rally on the Isle 
of Mull in their 48-year-old 
Sunbeam Rapier H120.

� e north east of England 
crew repeated their victory 
of the inaugural 2017 Mull 
Classic Rally which they won 
by 39 seconds. � is time their 
winning margin was much 
closer, just 23 seconds, on 
an event which included 14 
timed tests and three ‘regu-
larity’ sections.

� e runners-up were in fact 
the best ‘local’ crew, with 
Fraser Hughes from Conon 
Bridge and Peter MacInnes 
from Fortrose taking second 
place in their Mazda MX5. 

� ey were actually the fast-
est crew through the timed 
tests, but lost out to the more 
experienced Beaumont and 
Fisher on the regularities.

Andy Beaumont and Andrew Fish in their Sunbeam Rapier 
H120.

The winners, Andy Beaumont, left, and Andrew Fish, right, with Fred Mclean of Mull Car Club.

Report and photographs
John Fife

Perhaps they might have 
done better had they acted 
a bit more sensibly. Just as 
they did on the 2018 event, 
they contested the whole 
rally with the top down 
on their convertible car. 
And it rained all day. � at 
meant their time cards and 
paperwork were thoroughly 
wet giving the rally o�  cials 
added complications when 
recording their times out in 
the � eld. Whatever, the sight 
of this madcap duo cheered 
up the wet and bedraggled 
marshals no end. � eir e� orts 
also rightly earned them the 
popular, but entirely uno�  -
cial ‘nutters’ award.

Unlike the Mull special 
stage rally in October each 
year, which is run over 
sections of closed public 

road, the timed tests on this 
Targa-style event are all held 
on private ground and some 
Forestry and Land Scotland 
forestry sections. 

As for the regularity sec-
tions, these are contested over 
precisely measured stretches 
of road where crews have to 
maintain a set, average speed. 
� is requires a delicate touch 
on the throttle and some se-
rious concentration from the 
navigator, for every second 
over or under the target times 
will incur penalties.

� e cars are di� erent too. At 
the main October event com-
petitors use specially-pre-

pared competition machines, 
whereas Targa rally cars are 
all pretty much standard 
production models, with 
many people using historic 
and classic cars for added 
enjoyment. Finishing third 
overall were Craig Wallace 
from Kirriemuir and Cli� ord 
Auld from Dromore, a repeat 
of their podium performance 
on the 2017 event. Just miss-
ing out on third place by 10 
seconds were the Northern 
Ireland crew of Michael Reid 
and John Lindsay in their 
MG Midget.

Best of the island crews 
were father and son team 

Simon and Finn � omasson 
from just outside Dervaig. 
In their � rst Mull event, they 
� nished 23rd overall in their 
Toyota Celica.

Tobermory’s Fergus and 
Craig Barlow � nished 26th 
overall. Having spent the 
past 14 years in New Zealand, 
Craig was back home visiting 
family when younger brother 
Fergus announced that they 
were doing a rally in the 
family Ford Fiesta. 

Despite puncturing a tyre 
on only the second test, they 
completed the whole of the 
� rst half of the route using a 
‘spacesaver’ wheel until they 

managed to borrow a new 
wheel and tyre at the lunch 
halt.

Normally a front runner 
on the ‘big’ Mull Rally each 
year, Salen’s Eddie O’Donnell 
Jnr � nished a disappointing 
28th overall from a � eld of 



No 8503  Thursday 19 March, 2020 www.lochabertimes.co.uk         95p

& OBAN TIMES

In the midst of worries surrounding the coronavirus outbreak, there were welcome 
smiles from residents and sta�  at Moss Park care home in Caol last week, thanks to 
some special visitors. Full story page 7. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Ponies bring welcome cheer and smiles

In these uncertain and 
ever-changing times, the 
Lochaber Times would like 
to take this opportunity to 
speak to you our readers and 
advertisers directly.

We know many of you 
are naturally anxious and 
concerned for family and 
friends as our daily lives are 
impacted by the e� ects of 
the coronavirus.

� e speed of change has 
le�  many of us reeling.

� is newspaper has been at 
the heart of our communi-
ties for generations. We have 
brought vital information 
during times of di�  culty 
and upheaval and have been 
there in the good times, 
celebrating and reporting 
on your achievements and 
successes.

And the Lochaber Times 
and its sta�  are determined 
that despite these challeng-
ing times, however long 
they last, we will continue to 
be there for you, producing 
your newspaper as normal, 
despite the di�  culties.

We will also be working 
closely with the business 
community to ensure all our 

businesses are supported.
� e Lochaber Times will 
still be published every 
week and we will continue 
to o� er postal delivery and 
our digital page-turning 
version. We will also ensure 
our website is kept as up to 
date as possible.

You may see a change in 
the number of pages and the 
mix of content as the situ-

ation develops but, as you 
would expect, we will give 
the fullest possible coverage 
on COVID-19-related news, 
particularly as it impacts 
our communities. And we 
will ensure all breaking and 
urgent coronavirus infor-
mation is available on our 
website free of charge.

Wherever possible we will 
still carry all the other sto-
ries you have come to expect 
from the Lochaber Times 
but clearly some content will 

be scaled back as events are 
cancelled or postponed and 
services are suspended due 
to the virus.

However, we will be here to 
take your calls and you can 
continue to contact us via 
email to let us know about 
the community initiatives 
that are being organised to 
help others get through the 
weeks ahead as normal life 
is put on hold.

� is situation is unprec-
edented and all the uncer-
tainty can be frightening, 
but we will get through this, 
together. 

We have incredible 
communities where people 
look out for each other and 
we know that during this 
di�  cult time that will be as 
true as ever.

So take care of each other 
and please keep in touch 
with our dedicated team 
who will be doing all we 
can to provide you with a 
Lochaber Times on which 
you can continue to depend.

We are here for you...
by Susan Windram
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Our sta�  are 
determined that 
we will continue to 
be there for you, 
producing your 
newspaper as normal

KEEPINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Support 
groups spring 
up across 
Lochaber
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Nevis Radio has successfully 
completed its � rst broadcast 
from the home of one of 
its presenters as part of its 
coronavirus contingency 
plans.

While presenter Simon 
Abberley hopes to conduct as 
many shows from the Nevis 
Radio studio as possible 
over the next few weeks, 
the decision to conduct the 
Tuesday drivetime show 
from his home was carried 
out to test the practicalities 
of a move.

Mr Abberly said: ‘We have 
experimented for a good 
while now but in light of the 
current situation regards 
coronavirus it was put as a 
high priority two weeks ago 
to ensure this was a fully 
working solution. It has been 
tested o�  air extensively by 
myself and another one of 
the directors.

‘Although we operate some 
of our outside broadcasts 
remotely, a large portion of 
that is using specialised kit, 
whereas this is something we 
can do with commercially 
available equipment and an 
internet connection.

‘� e end result should 
mean if we are directed to 
work from home we can 
continue to provide a service 
to Lochaber between a 
number of presenters without 
the need to visit the studio.’

Concerns Glen Nevis 
Cemetery, Fort William, 
could be running out of space 
for new burials, given recent 
claims of delays to a number 
of funerals, have been refuted 
by Highland Council.

A local authority spokes-
person told the Lochaber 

CONTACTUS
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Businesses across Lochaber 
are already feeling the pain 
of the coronavirus, and there 
is every sign that this is only 
the beginning of hard months 
ahead.

Faced with such a rapidly 
changing situation, it’s 

Nevis Radio 
broadcasts 
� rst show 
from home

incredibly di�  cult for busi-
nesses to adapt to the new and 
evolving circumstances.

� e team at Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce is 
determined to do everything 
we can to help speak up for 
the needs of business and 

provide practical assistance 
to help support the economy 
and community.

As part of the Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce 
network, we are part of the 
biggest business community 
in Scotland, made up of 29 
chambers representing the 
interests of more than 12,500 
businesses.

� ere’s strength in num-
bers at times of crisis and 
the Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce network is � ght-
ing hard for the interests of 
businesses throughout the 
country.

Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce is calling on 
Scottish Government, UK 
Government and world 
leaders to urgently agree on a 
comprehensive global action 
plan to address the escalating 
COVID-19 outbreak, and re-
store con� dence and stability 
to the global economy.

Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce is actively 
involved in advising and re-
porting to Government about 
the needs of the Scottish 
business community and to 
lobby for the support that 

businesses need to survive 
in these tough times and be 
ready to thrive again when 
the situation improves.

On Tuesday the Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce set 
up a Business Information 
Hub to help businesses � nd 
useful information quickly.

� e hub is updated daily 
and includes information on 

Times: ‘� ere is capacity for 
a further 100 new lairs. Some 
lairs in use may be family 
lairs and have additional 
capacity and we are currently 
exploring scope to expand the 
burial ground as part of our 
normal burial ground capital 
programme.’

Chamber of Commerce 
gives voice to businesses 
hit by COVID-19 virus
In a special article for the Lochaber Times, the Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce tells how it and the wider chamber of 
commerce network is gearing up to help businesses impacted 
by the COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic.

Glen Nevis Cemetery ‘not at 
capacity’, says council

business support and access 
to � nance. You can access this 
through www.scottishcham-
bers.org.uk

Also if you’ve got a question 
that you’d like help or advice 
with, please get in touch with 
your local team at Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce – 
we’re here to help with any 
questions that your business 
may have.

Call the team at Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce on 
01397 705 765 or email us your 
questions on membership@
lochaberchamber.co.uk’

‘The team at Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce 
is determined to do 
everything we can 
to speak up for the 
needs of business.’

New information hub 
to be updated daily

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Residential Property
Home Reports • Valuations • Energy Reports
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A Fort William, Torlundy 
and Inverlochy community 
councillor is calling for a road 
bridge proposal for the town 
to be shelved inde� nitely 
and a commitment made for 
a bridge for pedestrians and 
cyclists instead.

Councillor Mark Drayton, 
who made it clear to the 
Lochaber Times he was 
speaking from a personal 
viewpoint and not on behalf 
of the community council, 
said he would rather see a 
‘dual-gang pedestri-cycle 
bridge’ linking Caol Spit to 
An Aird.

Mr Drayton said: ‘� is is on 
the grounds a road bridge is 
simply not going to be built 
while there’s a climate emer-
gency. A well-planned cycle 
bridge need not preclude a 
road bridge being added later 
and developing Caol Spit on 
a trajectory towards our goal 
of boasting a continuous sea-
front promenade would, if 
anything, make a road bridge 
more likely to be built one 
day.’

Highland councillor Denis 
Rixson, Caol and Mallaig, 
agrees a pedestrian/cycle 
bridge is a good idea, as long 
as it does not preclude a road 
bridge being built at some 
point in the future if that is 
the preferred option.

But Mr Rixson says support 
for such a scheme has to come 
from the community.

‘I don’t see any reason why 
we can’t have a pedestrian 
and cycle bridge but it needs 
a community group to be set 
up to � re enthusiasm.

‘� e proposal for a bridge of 
some sort has been mooted 
for decades. 

‘But several issues would 
have to be tackled.

‘� is includes the question 
of land ownership, getting 
a legal agreement and 
desirability. You have to be 
realistic. We have had, since 
Christmas, some of the wet-
test weather I can remember.

‘If you could only walk or 
cycle over this link and get 
soaked through every hun-
dred yards due to the weather, 
I’m not sure how popular that 
would be. Various issues 
would need resolved.’

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP 
MSP Alasdair Allan has 
raised the issue of air am-
bulances for island patients 
a� ected by the coronavirus 
COVID-19 with Cabinet 
Secretary for Health Jeane 
Freeman MSP.

� e islands MSP had been 
contacted by a number of 
constituents due to wide-
spread concern that people 
infected by COVID-19 might 
be prohibited from � ying on 
air ambulances.

Mr Allan has also queried 
the issue with the Scottish 
Ambulance Service which has 
reassured him there would be 
no such ban and that the air 
ambulance would always be 
an option for such patients.

Mr Allan said: ‘While the 
Western Isles is yet to have a 

reported case of coronavirus, 
it is unfortunately only a 
matter of time before that 
happens and we all need to 
prepare ourselves.

‘I have raised the question 
directly with the Scottish 
Ambulance Service as well as 
with the health secretary. A 
journey by ferry for a� ected 
patients would be extremely 
long and arduous and this 
should only be considered as 
an option of last resort.

‘I was reassured therefore 
by some of the information 
which the cabinet secretary 
gave in the chamber about 
this subject. � ere is clearly 
going to be a need for as much 
information as possible in the 
coming days and weeks and I 
have sought more detail from 
the Scottish Government.’

Mark Drayton at the 
proposed site of the bridge 
which would link Caol with 
An Aird. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 

alba.photos

Call to re-think road bridge 
linking Caol Spit to An Aird
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MSP raises issue of air 
ambulances for islanders 
hit by COVID-19 virus

MSP Alasdair Allan.
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� e Mànran: 10 by the Ben 
anniversary music events 
scheduled for Fort William 
next month have been post-
poned until the middle of July 
as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

� e decision was made a� er 
the Scottish Government 
said large events hosting 500 
people or more should be 
cancelled.

An Aird Events says that, 
alongside the changing 
nature of travel policies, it 

MSP Kate Forbes is urging 
Highland businesses to 
check their eligibility for new 
support packages announced 
by the Scottish Government 
to help � rms cope with the 
fallout from the coronavirus 
outbreak.

Di� erent parts of her Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch 

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron is calling 
for £780m being made avail-
able to Scotland from the UK 
Government to be dedicated 
to dealing with the coronavi-
rus outbreak.

Mr Cameron, Scottish 
Conservative shadow � nance 
secretary, has also called for 
urgent help to be given to the 
tourism and retail sectors 
in particular as they are 
currently bearing the brunt 
of behavioural e� ects of the 
virus.

� e £780m is due to 
Scotland via Barnett con-
sequentials resulting from 
coronavirus budget measures 
and the coronavirus response 
fund announced last week by 
the UK government.

In response, the Scottish 

Face-to-face 
teaching and 
events suspended
West Highland College UHI 
has suspended face-to-face 
teaching at its 10 campuses 
across the area.

� is includes the Fort 
William, Kinlochleven, 
Strontian, Mallaig and 
Kilchoan campuses along 
with two on Skye and another 
three in Ullapool, Gairloch 
and Auchtertyre.

� e suspension, which 
began on Tuesday March 17, 
is across all University of the 
Highlands and Islands cen-
tres with alternative delivery 
arrangements starting from 
Monday March 23.

A statement from the college 
said: ‘All college centres will 
remain open as normal until 
further notice, including 
library and student support 
facilities. 

‘However, we are moving 
towards providing these ser-
vices on a priority needs and 
appointment basis.

‘We are asking for your 
assistance in ensuring only 
essential and pre-arranged 
access to college is main-
tained, thus reducing the risk 
of spread of coronavirus.’

WHC UHI was due to 
have an open day tomorrow, 
Friday March 20, but that will 
now be delivered virtually.

‘We have taken the decision 
to cancel our face-to-face 
open day and instead o� er a 
virtual open day this Friday 
with appointments so you 
can get the information you 
need from the comfort of 
your home. 

‘We will have sta�  on Skype 
or by telephone ready to an-
swer your questions, as well 
as give advice on funding.’

Conservatives are asking the 
Scottish government to ring 
fence the entire £780 million 
for COVID-19 measures and 
to follow the UK’s lead and 
establish a response fund to 
support the NHS and other 
public services with the � -
nancial resources it needs as 
the virus continues to spread.

Mr Cameron said:  ‘We are 
in no doubt of the signi� cant 
impact of COVID-19 on our 
society, economy and public 
services.

‘� is substantial £780m 
funding package from the 
UK government will help 
Scotland prepare for, and 
mitigate, the e� ects of this 
global pandemic.

‘Given the extreme and 
widespread impact of this 
health crisis, the entire 

£780m must be ringfenced 
for COVID-19 by the Scottish 
government.

‘In addition, the Scottish 
government should follow 
the UK government’s lead 
and establish a response fund 
for the NHS and other public 
services to alleviate funding 
concerns.

‘In the Highlands and 
Islands, we are particularly 
concerned about the impact 
on the tourism sector, espe-
cially accommodation pro-
viders and businesses reliant 
on visitors. � ey will need 
our support to get through 
this very di�  cult time.

‘Everyone agrees this is go-
ing to be a challenging period  
for our economy. We can, and 
must, focus � nancial support 
where it is needed most.’

regrettably has had to post-
pone the shows scheduled for 
Friday and Saturday,  April 10 
and 11.

A� er discussions, Mànran 
said it could con� rm the 
rescheduled dates were Friday 
and Saturday,  July 17 and 18. 
Ticket buyers have all been 
informed via email of the 
new dates. � ose planning to 
attend are advised to keep an 
eye on the band’s website and 
social media channels next 
week for more details.

As well as Manran, above, the anniversary show’s line-up is also due to feature 
Skerryvore, Dougie MacLean, Donnie Munro and the Glen� nnan Ceilidh Band.

Calls for £780m cash boost   
to be used to tackle virus

Mànran postpones 
Fort William event

Supporting businesses 
constituency have reported 
di�  culties, including a drop 
of 50 to 60 per cent in takings 
when January and February 
� gures for 2020 were com-
pared with last year. � e £320 
million package of support 
for the 2020/2021 includes:
 a 75 per cent rates relief 

for retail, hospitality and 

leisure sectors with a rateable 
value of less than £69,000 
from April 1 2020
 an £80 million fund to 

provide grants of at least 
£3,000 to small businesses in 
sectors facing the worst eco-
nomic impact of COVID-19
 1.6 per cent rates relief 

for all properties across 
Scotland, e� ectively reversing 
the planned below in� ation 
upli�  in the poundage from 
April 1 2020
 a � xed rates relief of up 

to £5,000 for all pubs with 
a rateable value of less than 
£100,000 from April 1 2020

Ms Forbes commented: 
‘Clearly this is a very chal-
lenging time for Highland 
businesses, particularly those 
in the hospitality, retail and 
leisure sectors across the 
Highlands. I have heard a lot 
of anecdotal evidence about 

cancellations and reduced 
bookings.

‘Last weekend, the Scottish 
Government announced 
several new measures 
which I hope will assist 
many Highland businesses. 
Obviously things are develop-
ing quickly and the Scottish 
Government is working hard 
behind the scenes to ensure 
help is available.

‘� e Government is work-
ing on the fastest and easiest 
way of enabling people to 
access the � nancial support.’

� e Scottish Government 
has set up a business helpline 
number on 0300 303 0660, 
which is open from Monday 
to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm. 
Callers should select option 
one to speak to the COVID-19 
team.

‘The Scottish 
Government is 
working hard behind 
the scenes.’

LT
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Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
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Design your dream door
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The coronavirus outbreak 
has forced Lochaber 
Piping Society  to cancel 
its Recital and Junior 
Piping and Drumming 
Competition scheduled 
for Friday March 27 and 
Saturday March 28. The 
society’s committee said 
it ‘very much regrets’ 
having to take this action, 
but these are unusual 
circumstances. ‘We 
may try to resurrect the 
events later in the year, 
but will wait to see how 
the next month or so pan 
out,’ a spokesperson told 
the Lochaber Times.

Following advice from the 
Scottish Government that all 
non-essential social contact 
should be avoided, all sport 
and leisure facilities, libraries 
and museums throughout 
the Western Isles were 
closed as a precautionary 
measure.

All after-school lets were 
also cancelled until further 
notice. 

Further information for 
Slàinte Mhath Scheme 
members will be issued in 
due course.

A spokesperson said: ‘It is 
important to reiterate these 
are precautionary measures 
which are being taken to 
follow Scottish Government 
guidelines.’

All comhairle related 
information can be found 
at www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
social-care-and-health/
coronavirus/

 

A number of community 
support groups have sprung 
up or are in the process of be-
ing organised to help during 
the COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic.

Ballachulish residents have 
rallied and acted quickly to 
form community support and 
communication links.

Highland councillor Niall 
McLean commented: ‘We 
are working together in a 
community-led response to 
assist the NHS in combating 
COVID-19 and care for 
vulnerable people in the area 
and have a dedicated group of 
volunteers ready to o� er help.

‘In 24 hours, we had more 
than 50 volunteers sign up 
and will communicate with 
the community as much as is 
necessary through email and 
the COVID-19 Ballachulish 

� e popular West Highland 
Museum in Fort William 
reluctantly closed its doors to 
visitors on Monday.

In a statement, the 
museum said its sta�  and 
volunteers were ‘as one’ with 
the decision, taking in the 
current climate of concern 
about risks of infection.

‘As the period of self-im-
posed quarantine passes, 
we anticipate emerging 
unscathed from the crisis,’ 
the statement continued.

‘A new exhibition which 
recognises the 90th anni-
versary of the aluminium 
plant will be available. It only 
opened last Saturday. 

Support groups spring 
up across Lochaber

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Community Support Face-
book page.

‘� ings volunteers can help 
to do will include grocery/
lea� et deliveries, distributing 
prescriptions, making meals, 
communicating with those 
not online, dog walking or 
patrolling the red or green 

� ag system in the area to 
check for changes.

‘We’ve already distributed 
information packs and 
window � ags to every home. 
Households can display a 
green tick in their window if 
they do not think they need 
assistance and a red cross will 

be used by those who do, no 
matter how large or small the 
task.

‘Identifying resources we 
have, volunteers and those 
who are vulnerable has been 
an important � rst step. It’s 
not necessary for people to 
sign up. � ey can reach out 
for help as and when they 
need it. We have already 
started actions supporting 
the community, working be-
hind the scenes to ensure we 
are ready when most needed.

‘Protecting and supporting 
the most vulnerable in 
our community using the 
strengths we have, whether it 
be in businesses, personnel, 
locations or willingness, will 
ensure Ballachulish residents 
will be empowered to follow 
the NHS guidelines for as 
long as possible.

‘We’re sharing our actions 
on how to organise a similar 
group with villages and towns 

around Ballachulish, but this 
can be rolled out in any city, 
town, village or street in 
Scotland.’

And Councillor MacLean 
added: ‘We have no doubt 
this will make a huge positive 
impact to those who are 
unwell or need to self-isolate 
and ultimately let the NHS 
function as best as possible 
through this di�  cult time.

‘We all need to look a� er 
each other and hope to see 
this kind of community mod-
el replicated across the UK.’
 Among the new groups 

is the Lochaber Coronavirus 
Community Group which can 
also be found on Facebook.
 If anyone lives in Plockton, 

Duirinish, Drumbuie, 
Achnandarach or Duncraig 
they will soon get a list of 
names and numbers through 
their letterboxes of people 
willing to help during the 
coronavirus outbreak.

A number of support groups have been set up in Lochaber 
to help communities tackle the impact of the coronavirus 
outbreak.

Western Isles 
sport and leisure 
facilities close due 
to coronavirus
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‘An exhibition on the St 
Valery capture of the 51 
st Highland Division will 
follow in anticipation of a 
talk at the Local History 
Society by Kenny Grant in 
November.

‘We anticipate keeping in 
regular contact with our 
volunteers and as things 
settle there will be opportu-
nities to work behind closed 
doors with updating and 
refreshing our exhibits.

‘We are actively moving 
towards parts of the museum 
being available online. So 
keep faith – the second jewel 
in Lochaber’s crown will be 
back.’

Museum vows to emerge 
unscathed from closure

Piping society 
events 
cancelled

MALLAIG HARBOUR AUTHORITY
Appointment of Non-Executi ve Board Members

Mallaig Harbour Authority is a Trust Port, managing the busy port of Mallaig, which provides 
services to the fi shing and aquaculture industry, and faciliti es to support Marine Tourism in 
the area. It also acts as a hub for onward ferry travel to Skye, The Small Isles, Knoydart and 
the Outer Hebrides. The Authority is made up of eight non-Executi ve Members and one 
Executi ve Member and has recently published a Masterplan outlining signifi cant future 
development plans.  

We are now seeking to make appointments of two non-executi ve members to the Board 
and applicati ons are invited from individuals with a keen interest in the acti viti es and 
business of the Port. 

The appointments will be for a period of three years with both appointments commencing 
in April 2020.  Posts will be part ti me, up to two days per month, and are remunerated. 

Applicati ons are invited from interested parti es from all disciplines who will be able to 
demonstrate a range of skills, att ributes and experience that will contribute to the 
functi oning of the Board. An ability to grasp complex issues quickly is important, as is 
experience of achieving results in a committ ee or board environment. 

Competencies/Skills

Applicants must be able to demonstrate the following:

• An ability and proven track record in their chosen profession or other acti viti es;  

• The ability to contribute eff ecti vely in group discussions and infl uence a wide 
range of people, including specialists and professionals;  

• The ability to analyse problems and assess evidence imparti ally, to set strategic 
directi on and criti cally assess opportuniti es and threats;

• Knowledge and interest in the local and wider community and the economic 
and social context in which the Port of Mallaig operates

The Authority is committ ed to equality of opportunity and encourages a diverse range of 
applicants and to the principle of appointment on merit with independent assessment, 
openness and transparency of process in accordance with the Guide To Good Governance 
for Trust Ports.

Further details and applicati on forms can be obtained from:

Mallaig Harbour Authority, Harbour Offi  ce, Mallaig, Inverness-shire. PH41 4QB or 
info@mallaigharbourauthority.com

Closing date for applicati ons – 2pm on Friday 3rd April 2020



Museum of Caol will be 
a cross between the two, 
involving artworks and 
objects.’

Primary 6 pupil Kirsty Ball 
designed a � yer that was 
distributed through the pri-
mary schools, as well as the 
Community Centre Lunch 
Club and the Library. 

It asked, ‘If there was a 
Museum of Caol, what would 
you put in it?’, requesting 
stories, photos, videos, ob-
jects, or interesting facts.

Rayyan and Kirsty are 
developing the project with 
Rowan Maclean, Primary 
5, and Isabella Pereiro, 
Primary 6. 

Isabella has also been paint-
ing a series of watercolours 
of the surrounding views 
from the Room 13 Studio 
windows, while Rayyan has 
been working on a sculpture 
of a Highland dancer based 
on a 1903 photo taken at the 

Lochaber Gathering.
Mr Bracken added: ‘� ere 

are no � gurative sculptures 
in Caol, so we thought it 
would be interesting to make 
a proposal for the kind of 
artworks that might appear 
in the area.

‘We talked about the Statue 
of Liberty, how it doesn’t 
resemble anyone speci� c 
but represents a value, so the 
group wanted to think about 
what values and ideals would 
represent the community of 
Caol.’

A� er also discussing 
Antony Gormley’s sculptures 
of iron people, recently rein-
stalled in the Water of Leith, 
the children began working 
on a small clay sculpture of a 
Selkie and a woman.

� e Selkie idea came from 
Rowan, who told Lochaber 
Times that she has been in-
terested in Selkies since her 
mum � rst bought her a book 

about them.  
� e shore is an important 

element of Caol so the idea of 
a sculpture that was situated 
half-in and half-out of the 
water appealed to the group.

A number of artworks 
have also been developed 
during the Open Studios 
on a Wednesday, including 
a clay model of a sausage 
supper from Sammy’s � sh 
and chip shop, collections of 
stone and feathers from Caol 
shore, as well as plaster casts 
taken of an otter’s footprints 
found in the sand.

Some of the senior pupils 
have made a series of images 
in which they projected 
maps of the area onto hands 
and faces, representing the 
connections between the 
landscape of Caol and its 
people, and the way in which 
the landscape connects peo-
ple to each other.

Kirsty said: ‘I think it’s 
going to be fun to see what 
stories people have about 
Caol.’

Mr Bracken commented: 
‘We hope the museum will 
become a conversation start-
er.  It can be as much about 
the future as it can be about 
the past.’

 As the Lochaber Times 
went to press, Room 13 had 
cancelled its open studio 
Wednesday session but for 
news on Saturday’s planned 
Museum of Caol open day, 
check the group’s Facebook 
page.
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The Highland Council has 
made a minor change to 
newly-introduced House-
hold Waste Recycling Centre 
(HWRC) vehicle restrictions.

Restrictions introduced at 
the beginning of February 
2020 will be amended with 
immediate e� ect to allow 
householders with oversize 
trailers access to HWRC 
to dispose of household 
garden waste, electrical 
appliances and furniture 
only.

Vehicles with a gross 
vehicle weight of 3.5 tonnes 
or greater; tippers and 
� at-bed trucks of any weight 
and plant vehicles are still 
not permitted at HWRC.  
Construction and demoli-
tion waste restrictions will 
still apply.

For further information 
visit www.highland.gov.uk; 
email recycle@highland.gov.
uk or call 01349 886603.

Recycling 
centre rule 
change

 

Young artists from Room 
13 have been working on a 
Museum of Caol, and have 
been asking the community 
what stories, objects, and 
areas of Caol are important 
to them.

� e idea of a Museum of 
Caol came from Primary 5 
pupil Rayyan Chowdhury, 
who is part of a group from 
Caol and St Columba’s 
Primary Schools which are 
interested in the running of 
Room 13.  

� e children are focussed 
on developing tasks and 
projects that can become 
a central point for all the 
groups involved in Room 
13 to feed into alongside the 
wider community.

Artist-in-residence Richard 
Bracken works with the 
children.  

He told Lochaber Times: 
‘We started out by discuss-
ing the di� erence between a 
gallery and a museum.    � e 

Room 13 pupils work 
on Museum of Caol

Isabella Pereiro with her 
paintings of the views from 
Room 13, left; and below, 
Rowan MacLean, working 
on her Selkie sculpture.

by Kirsteen Bell
fort@obantimes.co.uk
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Improve your home and well-being
with a Cairngorm conservatory

A conservatory meets all the main requirements that homeowners 
have highlighted as important elements of being happy in your home

87% of homeowners                   
say aspects of their home

contribute to their 
positive

mental health
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Amidst all the worrying 
news about the current 
coronavirus pandemic, 
there were welcome smiles 
at the Moss Park care home 
in Caol last week when 
residents and sta�  enjoyed a 
visit from some four-footed 
guests.

� is was the second such 
visit from the two minia-
ture Shetland ponies from 
� erapy Ponies Scotland 
and its founders, Elaine and 
John Sangster.

� e Sangsters have been 
bringing their ponies to 
visit elderly people with 
dementia, brain injury 
su� erers and children in 
hospices or with disabilities 
and special needs for the last 
� ve years.

It has long been proved 
that such people and pa-
tients get a signi� cant boost 
to their wellbeing from 
animal visits.

On their visit to Mosspark, 
Mrs Sangster told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘We had 
some amazing responses 
from the residents and 
the sta� . � e ponies make 
everyone smile and there is 
such great excitement when 
they arrive.

‘We really enjoy seeing the 
ponies make people happy. 
Lovely people and a very 
happy home.’

� e couple have previously 
described how carers and 

sta�  are o� en moved to tears 
when they see how people 
who may have not spoken 
for years interact with the 
much-loved ponies.

� e two-foot high ponies 
are thoroughly cleaned 
before they go on their 
visits. Special boots and 
specially-adapted ‘whoopsie 
bags’ to catch any accidents 
prevent any mess being 
caused.

� e Sangsters live in West 
Lothian along with their 
herd of 15 ponies – eight of 
which go on visits.

Mrs Sangster has previ-
ously explained how the 
presence of the ponies 
encourage elderly people 
who do not normally come 
out of their rooms to want to 
come out.

But if they do not want 

to, the ponies can still go 
into the rooms with the 
residents.

Stephanie Allan is the 
wellbeing co-ordinator at 
Moss Park and she said 
the visit had really raised 
everyone’s spirits at a time 
when much of the news 
coverage of current events 
was depressing.

‘It was a lovely visit and 
our residents really enjoyed 
seeing the ponies,’ she 
added.

‘� is was their second visit, 
having come in September 
as well. Hopefully it won’t 
be too long before we can 
see them again.’

Therapy ponies bring big 
smiles to Caol care home

Residents and sta�  at Moss Park had a wonderful time 
when the therapy ponies came to visit. 

MOREPHOTOS
www.lochaber times.co.uk

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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� e event that now brings 
some of the top endurance 
athletes in the world to 
Lochaber has won the Best 
Sporting Event category in 
the recent Scottish � istle 
Awards � nal, for Salomon 
Skyline Scotland 2018.

Salomon Skyline Scotland 
has grown into a two-day 
festival of ‘skyrunning’ 
and trail-running races in 
the Scottish Highlands, 
a� er starting as the Glen Coe 
Skyline race in 2015.

� e Ourea Events team be-
hind the multi-race weekend 
now based in Kinlochleven, 
will be expanding what races 
are o� ered in 2020, including 
trail-running races from � ve-
52k and runs for children.

Salomon Skyline Scotland 
2020 will take place on 
September 19 and 20.

� e event village base in 
Kinlochleven will be open 
throughout the festival, fea-
turing catering, inspirational 
speakers, live music, big 
screen entertainment, and 
exhibitor stands. 

� e Scottish � istle Awards 
celebrate hotels, restaurants, 
B&Bs, visitor attractions, 
business and consumer 

events, along with individu-
als going above and beyond 
to create a destination and 
visitor experience.

A total of 18 events, busi-
nesses and individuals were 
honoured for their contribu-
tion to the tourism sector at 
the prize giving in Edinburgh 
attended by 470 people.

Shane Ohly of Ourea said: 

‘We would like to thank all of 
our event partners and spon-
sors, especially Salomon, 
Event Scotland and Ellis 
Brigham.

‘We’re also hugely grateful 
to our awesome team of event 
volunteers for all their dedi-
cation, enthusiasm and hard 
work over the event weekend.’

Rebecca Brooks, chairwom-

an of the Scottish � istle 
Awards Industry Panel 
and VisitScotland Board 
member, said: ‘� e Scottish 
� istle Awards help shine the 
spotlight on individuals and 
businesses going above and 
beyond to create a destination 
and visitor experience worth 
talking about amongst our 
valuable tourism industry.

‘On behalf of the industry 
panel, I would like to extend 

a huge congratulations to all 
of the national winners of 
the 2019/20 Scottish � istle 
Awards. � ese awards are 
� rmly established within the 
tourism industry in Scotland 
and these winners should 
feel very proud to join the 
prestigious roll of honour 
that celebrates innovation, 
success and excellence in 
the Scottish hospitality and 
tourism sector.’

Other winners included 
the Paisley Hallowe’en 
Festival (Best Cultural 
Even or Festival); James 
Ryan, Culloden Battle� eld 
Visitor Centre (Tourism 
and Hospitality Hero); and 
Tourism); Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe 2018 (Inclusive 
Tourism).

Entries are now open for the 
Salomon Skyline Scotland 
2020 programme of skyruns 
and trail runs at www.skylin-
escotland.com.

Skyline Scotland celebrates 
tourism award success 

The Ourea Events 
representatives (left to 
right from third from 
left): Graham Gristwood, 
Event Manager, Lucy 
Scrase, Commercial and 
Operations Director, 
Helen Samson, Event 
Administration Manager, 
Janie Oates, Marketing and 
Events Coordinator.
Photograph: Chris Watt Photography

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk
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Lochaber dogs enjoyed suc-
cess at this year’s Cru� s with 
a Best in Breed, Best Puppy 
and a � rst appearance for a 
breed in the Kennel Club’s 
Breeder Team Finals.

Murdo, a Welsh Terrier 
show dog owned by Janet 
Robertson, won Best of Breed 
and was also shortlisted in 
the Terrier group at the pres-
tigious dog show.

Last year Murdo won 
multiple awards in the UK 
and abroad, most notably 
Best Terrier at the Eurodog 
Show in Belgium. He was also 
crowned UK Champion in 
January and won Lochaber 
and District Canine Society’s 
Dog of the Year in February.

Mrs Robertson said: ‘Murdo 
is such a fun and playful dog 
but equally enjoys the lime-
light competing at dog shows 
and is a joy to own.’

Heather Turner and Audrey 
MacDonald of Locheil 
brought the � rst Jack Russell 
Terriers to the Kennel Club’s 
Breeder Team Finals.

Jack Russells were only rec-
ognised by the Kennel Club 
as a pedigree breed in 2016 
and the Breeder Team Finals 
invite the most successful 
competitors in each breed to 
the prestigious � nale.

Ms Turner told the Lochaber 
Times the top 40 breeds in the 
UK were shown at the Kennel 
Club competition, a� er pick-
ing up points from dog shows 
throughout the year.

Heather Turner said: ‘While 
we didn’t come away with the 
victory, it was great to show 
the � rst Jack Russells amongst 
a group of quality dogs.’

Joseph Owen and 
Pyrenean Mountain Dog 
puppy Bailey who won 
Best Pyrenean Puppy. 

Photograph: Adam Wilcock Photography.

Heather Turner, left, and 
Audrey MacDonald, right, 
showing their Jack Russells 
in the Breeder Team Final at 
Crufts. Photograph: SCW Photography

Janet Robertson, left, with Murdo being awarded Best of 
Breed by Crufts o�  cials. Photograph: Janet Robertson.

Success for Lochaber 
breeders at Crufts

Best Pyrenean Puppy at the 
show was won by Angelina 
Owen and her son Joseph, 
nine, who trains their 
11-month-old Pyrenean, 
Bailey. Bailey is the family’s 
� � h Pyrenean Mountain 
Dog and the � rst Joseph has 
trained and shown at Cru� s. 
Joseph and Bailey attend 
Lochaber and District Canine 
Society training and ringcra�  
classes.

Angelina Owen told the 

Lochaber Times breeder Jay 
Wilcock of Penellcy Pyrenean 
Mountain Dogs took Bailey 
into the showring.

She continued: ‘He won his 
puppy class. His litter sister 
Breeze then won the puppy 
bitch class. 

‘� is meant both pups 
had to compete with each 
other. Bailey was awarded 
best puppy in breed. We are 
over the moon and so are the 
breeders.’

A82 closures for � ood 
repairs and maintenance
� e A82 will be closed 
overnight in sections south 
of and around Fort William 
from next Wednesday March 
25 to � ursday April 2, and 
there will be temporary tra�  c 
lights during the day Monday 
March 23 for � ve days.

From Monday, work will 
begin on essential coastal 
defence repairs to the A82 at 
Achintore Road between the 
hours of 7am and 7pm.

� ere will be parking re-
strictions in the West End car 
park to ensure safe delivery 
of materials, and one lane 
closure but cars will be able 
to get through via temporary 
tra�  c lights.

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘Following 
several storm events in recent 
months, a large void has estab-

lished in the existing sea wall 
in this location. � is breach 
has allowed sea water ingress 
into the embankment and has 
resulted in a signi� cant slip of 
this material.’

Overnight closures between   
9pm and 5am will take place 
at three di� erent locations 
from next Wednesday to the 
following Friday for essential 
resurfacing works.

� e nights of March 25 and 
26 will see the Corran Ferry 
junction close with a 10mph 
convoy in place; March 29 and 
30, ‘South African Corners’ 
will be closed with amnesties 
letting tra�  c through at 10pm, 
11pm, 1am and 3am; March 31 
to April 2 will see the stretch 
between Nevis Bridge and the 
Earl of Inverness roundabout 
closed with a 10pm amnesty.

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk
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We can all name that one 
teacher who inspired us 
at school. Whether it was 
encouraging us to � nd a 
skill, introducing us to a new 
passion or lo� ily informing 
us we’d never amount to 
anything and thereby setting 
us on a course to prove them 
wrong.

For Strontian resident 
Colin Skeath MBE that 
teacher was Bill Taylor. It 
was through the outdoor 
pursuits club Mr Taylor ran 
that Colin discovered a love 
for climbing, a hobby which 
would take him to some of 
the world’s most challenging 
climbs, including El Capitan 
and the Eiger. 

Bill Taylor continued to 
‘stick his oar in’ to Colin’s 
path in life though, by being 

part of the three-man team 
who � rst circumnavigated 
the UK and Ireland in a sea 

Only Fools and White Horses 
for Strontian canoeist Colin

kayak back in 1986, 
a feat which would 
inspire Colin some 30-
plus years later.

While climbing was 
an all-consuming 
hobby with all of Colin’s 
spare time spent either out 
climbing or training on the 
climbing wall set up in his 
garage, he was also scaling 
heights in his career in the 
police, serving in the West 
Yorkshire force.

He retired in 2017 a� er 
nearly 30 years and in 2018 
was recognised with an 
MBE for his work. Colin 
and his wife Katrina settled 
in Strontian, chosen for 
close proximity to some of 
the UK's best climbing, but 
with the unforgiving nature 
of Scottish weather an 
alternative outdoor pursuit 
for the days and weeks when 
climbing was not an option 
was quickly sought.

� e answer came in the 
shape of a canoe and it was 
not long before the climbing 
gear was retired in favour 
of more water-based adven-
tures, including Colin and 
Katrina setting up Source to 
Sea, a guided canoe adven-
ture business.

Having successfully 
completed some challenging 
canoe adventures, includ-
ing circumnavigations of 
Anglesey and Skye, it was 
perhaps inevitable that 
Colin began to follow in 
Bill Taylor’s oar strokes by 
taking the canoe around the 
coast of the UK.

In 2017, with Katrina 
as land-based support, 
Colin and his nephew 

Davis did just that. � e 
remarkable story of that 
adventure is told in Only 
Fools and White Horses, 
Colin’s � rst book, which has 
just been published.

I caught up with Colin to 
grab a copy, hot o�  the press, 
and hear more about the 
book, the journey which led 
to it and what lies beyond. 
My � rst question was about 
how much writing Colin had 
done previously, the answer 
'just a few speeding tickets' 
set the tone for the interview 
and is a really good taste of 
what you can expect from 
the book.

A searingly honest ac-
count, at times brutal but 
peppered with humour, it’s 
really engaging to read. Just 
like the trip it describes, it 
is at times fast paced, � lled 
with heart-racing moments 
of peril when crossing 
expanses of vast open water 
or navigating through 
harsh conditions and being 
capsized.

� en it slows to a lazy pace 
with poetic observations of 
the landscapes, the people 
and the wildlife along the 
way. 

� ere are some fantastic 
photographs to illustrate 
Colin’s words in there too.

Also covered are some of 
the many lessons learned on 
an adventure like that. Colin 
explained: 'We learned so 
much. In many ways we 
were ill-prepared – Davis 
had spent just 12 days in a 
canoe before we started. But 
so many of the lessons could 
only be learned by doing 
the trip. We got slicker as 
we went along. Some of the 
errors we made in the early 
days we would never have 
made by the end.'

I asked what the biggest 
lesson he took from the chal-
lenge was. 'Decision making' 
was the very de� nite answer 
from Colin. Which makes 
sense for a retired cop – 
you have to gather all the 
evidence before making 
your mind up and evidence 
gathering is clearly Colin’s 
biggest skill. Whether it’s 
researching a climb, keeping 
law and order, understand-
ing tides and routes around 
the coastline or writing a 
book.

� e investigation is not 
over yet. Having already 
made one foiled attempt 
at crossing the North Sea 
with Katrina, that remains 
an open case as does an 
unyet-fully-formed plan to 
do a big solo trip.

� e story is far from over 
and I have a strong suspicion 
there are more books in 
the pipeline, taking readers 
along for the adventure.

Colin’s book Only Fools 
and White Horses will be 
available in all major book-
stores by the end of May 
but advance copies can be 
bought from Colin at source-
2-sea.co.uk/our-book/

Colin Skeath, left, has 
written a book about the 
adventure, below.
Main photograph: Davis Gould-Du� 

And bottom: Colin and 
Davis steer their canoe 
through the waves in the 
Pentland Firth.
Photograph: Katrina Skeath

by Nic Goddard
fort@obantimes.co.uk
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Where The Wild 
Things Are
Children’s book Where 
the Wild �ings Are was 
�rst published in 1963 – 16 
years before I was born, 50 
years before my �rst child 
was born.  Max is sent to 
his room for his cheek, and 
without leaving the four 
walls of his bedroom he 
discovers a sea, a forest, a 
gathering of wild things of 
which he becomes one.

Leaving aside for a 
moment that Max placed 
himself as leader of the wild 
things, he was imagining 
himself into the wild while 
the rest of Western society 
was attempting to build and 
engineer itself out of it.

In 1960, 78 per cent of 
the UK population lived 
in urban areas, and that 
percentage has consistently 
grown to its current level of 
91 per cent, which means 
that the majority of people 
today can choose – if they 
wish – never to think 

about the ‘wild’. But that, 
slightly �ippant, statement 
raises the question of what 
we mean by wild.  Are 
human illnesses that can’t 
be controlled by modern 
medicine – yet – wild?  �ey 
are beyond the scope of 
human in�uence, which 
tends to be how we de�ne 
the word.

�e ‘wild’ landscape of the 
Highlands also challenges 
our de�nition of the 
word.  �e forests stretching 
up the mountains have 
been mostly planted for 
their timber since the 19th 
century; the vast swathes 
of moorland have been 
carefully managed to ensure 
optimum game numbers 
for hunting tourists since 

Queen Victoria began the 
fashion for a Highland 
season in the mid-1800s; 
the hills have been managed 
for sheep grazing since 
the late-1700s, and, prior 
to the Clearances and the 
creation of cro�s, the clan 
peoples lived in townships 
that worked runrig and 
shieling systems of farming; 
they were able to do so on 
land that had been cleared 
of trees and worked for 
cultivation since prehistoric 
times. 

�e Highlands and 
Islands were entirely 
populated by woodland 
until around 6000BC and 
human behaviour towards 
the landscape is likely to 
have been one of the factors 
that hastened this change. 

�e hunter-gatherer 
approach prior to this time 
was based on a responsive 
relationship with the 
landscape, however the 
Neolithic move towards 
an agricultural subsistence 
marked the beginning of 
the purposive relationship 

Wild Words
KIRSTEEN BELL 

fort@obantimes.co.uk

LT

This week we introduce a new column on all things 
wild by our award-winning freelance correspondent, 
Kirsteen Bell, from Duisky. Her literary passion is 
nature writing and this week we publish the first of 
her, hopefully many, Wild Words.

that exists to this day.
If wilderness is de�ned 

as uncultivated by human 
hand, then our whistle-stop 
tour of the landscape over 
time shows that there is 
very little land here that 
can truly be de�ned as 
wilderness.

But that doesn’t mean it 
isn’t all still magic. It just 
means that if we reposition 
how we see our connection 
to the rest of the living 
world we can imagine a 
way back into it.  Where are 
the wild things then? �e 
wild things are our children 
(de�nitely my children) and 
ourselves. We never le�.

VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

Dr Liz Cameron, chief 
executive of the Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce, 
joined Highland business 
women at Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce’s Women in 
Business Networking Lunch 
in Fort William last �ursday.

Following on from the 
success of their �rst women’s 
networking lunch during 
last November’s Lochaber 
Ideas Week, the Chamber 
once again hosted an event 
that brought the women 
of Lochaber together for 
an inspirational talk and 
an invaluable networking 
opportunity over a delicious 
lunch at the Moorings Hotel.

Liz Cameron is a senior 
business leader in Scotland 
with expertise in all business 

areas. With a career spanning 
three decades, Liz is at the 
forefront of Scottish business, 
recognised as one of the most 
powerful forces in the busi-
ness community. 

A�er successfully establish-
ing and running several small 
businesses, Liz took the helm 
of the Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce in 2004.

�rough SCC, Liz has 
spearheaded business 

growth initiatives including 
Scotland’s very �rst educa-
tion/business partnership, 
a national graduate recruit-
ment initiative and the inno-
vative international trade and 
exporting partnership.

Lisa Wharton, communi-
cations and events manager 
at Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, said: ‘Liz 
Cameron is a big hitter in 
Scottish business; with ex-
pertise in all business areas 
and her �nger on the pulse 
of business issues that a�ect 
us all.

‘As CEO of the Scottish 
Chambers, she represents 
the network of 29 chambers 
around the country. We were 
lucky to have Liz here with us 
to visit members and attend 
our board meeting, as well as 
talk at the lunch.

‘Her passion and energy for 
promoting Scotland as a great 
place to live, work and study 
was an inspiration to us all.'

Dr Liz Cameron
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Sustainability is undoubtedly 
one the key topics of the 
21st century, as people and 
governments begin to look 
for ways in which we can 
continue to support the econ-
omy and the environment in 
tandem.

A Skye permaculture 
project has taken it one step 
further, seeking to create a 
self-su�  cient community 
that demonstrates a di� erent 
way of living.

Rubha Phoil is a na-
ture-based permaculture 
community in Armadale on 
Skye.    Situated on a rocky 
peninsula, 10 young adults 
are teaching each other what 
a regenerative community 
needs to look like in insecure 
times.

Founder, and permacul-
ture designer and teacher, 

Ludwig Appeltans said: 
‘Permaculture is a design 
system that can help to bring 
resilience into our daily lives. 
By trying to provide for our 
own basic needs ourselves as 
much as we can, we are less 
a� ected by bigger unexpected 
events, like the current panic 
buying shocks to the supply 

lines. At a time of Brexit 
and coronavirus, a design 
system like permaculture can 
provide inspiration on how 
to adapt to the rapid changes 
and shocks to the system.

‘Scientists are predicting 
these events to occur more of-
ten in the future, so we think 
it is a good idea to prepare as 

much as we can. In a sense 
permaculture is not that 
much di� erent than what the 
cro� ers are already doing, so 
we’re trying to learn as much 
as we can from local people 
with cro� ing experience too.’

It can be di�  cult to see 
how to change a culture and 
way of life as pervasive and 
long-reaching as capitalist 
consumerism, but that is 
exactly what permaculture 
seeks to do.

Rubha Phoil largely works 
on a system of exchange, 
where students who wish to 
learn about permaculture 
pay for their tuition with the 
work they do on site.

� e focus is very much 
on community, however, in 

order to create new systems 
innovators must � rst work 
within the existing one, and 
for that reason Rubha Phoil 
is now seeking investment to 
secure its future.

Mr Appeltans added: ‘We 
try to work with as little 
money as possible, but it is 
di�  cult to build a resilient 
system without money. 

‘Banks seem not that keen 
to support permaculture 
enterprises, so we had to � nd 
other solutions. Luckily per-
maculture is a design system 
that is well equipped to turn 
problems into positives.’

And he told Lochaber 
Times: ‘We prefer to pay 
interest to our friends any-
way, so crowdlending, where 
we borrow small amounts 
of money from lots of sup-
porters for short amounts of 
time, seems to us to be a good 
solution.’

Previous investors have 

included former students, 
visitors who have been in-
spired by the permaculture 
way of life, who trust in the 
altruism of the project, and 
want to contribute more.

‘� e loans are secured by 
land in collateral and the 
legally sound and registered 
contracts give people the legal 
security they need that they 
will get their money back if 
and when they need it.    We 
feel safer not owing any 
money to banks and we o� er 
more interest than banks 
too, so we’re all winners,’ Mr 
Appeltans continued.

� e current crowdlending 
bid hopes to raise enough 
funds to build a new shower 
block, allowing Rubha Phoil 
to welcome more students 
and visitors in the future, 
investing into the future of 
this growing community.

To � nd out more visit www.
earth-ways.co.uk.

Skye permaculture project 
moving to self-suffi ciency

Ludwig Appeltans, far left, 
and a group of permacul-
ture students.

by Kirsteen Bell
fort@obantimes.co.uk

With not much in the way 
of good news in these un-
chartered circumstances, I’m 
taking a look back in time to 
the Great China Tea Race of 
1866.

� is was the most famous, 
exciting and closely-run con-
test of its kind and was won by 
Captain Donald MacKinnon 
of Heanish, Tiree, on his ship 
Taeping. � e Tea Race was an 
annual event during the mid-
1800s that saw � erce competi-
tion between the cargo sailing 
ships known as Clippers or 
Tea Clippers, as they raced 
from China to Britain with 
the � rst load of tea of the 
new season. � e � rst cargo 
to the market would fetch a 
higher price and therefore a 
premium was o� ered per ton 
by the tea merchants to the 
shipping company as well 
as a substantial bonus to the 
captain of the winning ship 
as incentive to be the � rst 
docked in London.

� e race of 1866 was consid-
ered the greatest of all because 
a� er 99 days at sea and more 
than 15,000 miles covered, 
sailing between Foo-chow, 
China, and London, England, 
three ships that had sailed on 
the same tide, Taeping, Ariel 
and Serica, docked within 
two hours of each other.

� e race was covered closely 
by the press of the time and 
its climax, as the Taeping and 
the Ariel ploughed neck and 
neck past Lizard Point and up 
the English Channel at speeds 
of around 14 knots, was ex-
citing. � e result could have 
gone either way right up to the 
docking of the Taeping. Both 
ships arrived o�  Dungeness 
and were signalling for pilots 
at the same time. With some 
jostling, the Ariel got its pilot 
on board � rst and gained a 
mile before the Taeping could 
follow.

At the mouth of the � ames, 
where both ships were taken 
in tow, the Taeping regained 
the advantage by getting a 
faster and more powerful 
tug to take her up the river. 
Both ships then had to 
wait for the tide, with Ariel 
lying at East India Docks 
and Taeping heading for 
� e London Docks where 
Captain MacKinnon got his 
ropes ashore just 20 minutes 
ahead of his rival Captain 
Keay of Ariel. � e third ship, 
Serica, docked one hour and 
15 minutes later. Such was 
the close � nish, the owners 
of the Taeping and the Ariel 
agreed to split the premium 
and to the credit of Captain 
MacKinnon, he shared with 

Captain Keay his £100 – more 
than £10,000 in today’s val-
ue – prize as captain of the 
winning ship.

Captain Donald 
MacKinnon was born in 
Heanish, Tiree, in 1826 and 
sadly died aboard the Taeping 
outward bound for China in 
1867 less than a year a� er his 
famous victory. � ere are a 
number of living relatives of 
Captain MacKinnon on Tiree 
to this day. � e late Donald 
MacKinnon – Donald the 
Plumber – was a great-grand-
son of Captain MacKinnon’s 
� rst cousin, also Donald 
MacKinnon. Donald the 
Plumber spent many years 
teaching youngsters on Tiree, 
myself included, how to sail.

� e plumber’s children, 
Iain ‘Speedy’, Alasdair 
and Morag Ann and his 
sister Flora MacLean – Flora 
Drumfraoch – are all worthy 
of being living relatives of 
Tiree’s most famous seafarer. 
A slightly closer relative was 
the late Kenneth Muir QC, 
whose great grandmother 
was a sister of Captain 
MacKinnon. � e race is still 
celebrated in the Gaelic Song 
Deoch Slainte nan Gillean, 
which was performed at 
the 2019 National Mod in 
Glasgow.
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Loganair has seen a reduc-
tion in forward bookings of 
between 15 and 20 per cent 
as the coronavirus outbreak 
develops.

� e Scottish airline is the 
only company that � ies to 
the Western Isles’ three air-
ports – Barra, Benbecula and 
Stornoway – following the 
collapse of Flybe.

Loganair chief executive 
Jonathan Hinkles said public 
con� dence had worsened 
and there was no sign of the 
hoped for ‘staycation’ e� ect of 
the coronavirus outbreak.

Mr Hinkles said: ‘� e e� ect 
at present appears to be short-
term and is primarily hitting 
bookings for the remainder 
of March and through April 
and May.

‘We have already taken 
action to remove around 10 
per cent of our planned � ights 
in April and May, amounting 
to about 700 � ights, but with 
a greater deterioration in 
bookings since those deci-
sions were taken last week, we 
are now about to embark on a 
further round of schedule re-
ductions and I am expecting 
a further 10 per cent of � ights 
will be cancelled in April and 
May.  

‘We will work to provide 
as much notice as possible 
to customers when � ight 
cancellations are made. An 
alternative or a refund will be 
o� ered.

‘We recognise there are 
unique considerations around 
Loganair � ights being used to 
deliver island pharmaceutical 
supplies, � y blood samples to 
testing laboratories and a host 
of other dependencies on our 
services. We will do all we 
reasonably can to take these 

Independent candidate 
Calum Munro won the recent 
by-election for ward 10 of the 
Highland Council.

� e by-election was held on 
� ursday March 12 following 
the resignation of Councillor 
Ronald MacDonald, who 
stepped down in December, 
with six candidates vying for 
the chance to represent the 
people of Skye and Raasay.

Voting was via the single 
transferable vote system 
and Mr Munro emerged as 
the winner at the � � h and 
� nal stage of the count. � e 
turnout was 36.5 per cent 
with 3,199 valid papers and 
29 rejected.

Beginning his career in 
Gaelic Medium Education, 
Mr Munro took a career break 
to run a joinery business. 
He has been a community 
councillor in Kilmuir for the 
last � ve years and has lived on 
Skye since 2008.

Mr Munro said: ‘I am so 
grateful to everyone who 
placed their trust in me 
with their votes and second 
preferences. I can’t deny how 
humbling and emotional the 
last few minutes of the count 
were. I will represent all the 
people of this ward to the best 
of my abilities.’

Mr Munro’s priorities 

Alasdair Allan MSP has wel-
comed new � gures that show 
187 new build a� ordable 
homes were completed in the 
Western Isles last year, most 
of which are for social rent.

� e latest statistics from 
the Scottish Government 
show that more than 9,300 
a� ordable homes were 
delivered in 2019 across the 
country, an increase of more 
than 25 per cent since 2016.

� e Scottish Government 
allocated £25 million for 
a� ordable housing in the 
Western Isles between 2018 
and 2021 – the highest per 
capita for any council area in 
Scotland.

Welcoming the news, MSP 
for Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
Mr Allan said: ‘In the last 
year alone, we have seen 187 
new homes completed in the 
Western Isles, 146 which 

are for social rent. I am de-
lighted the SNP government 
is committed to delivering 
a� ordable homes and to 
helping � rst time buyers 
get on the property ladder 
by lending them a chunk of 
their deposit.

‘� e Western Isles has 
a pressing need for more 
a� ordable housing and it is 
good to see work happening 
to achieve this.’

More than 180 new homes built 
in the Western Isles last year

include investing in roads 
and public transport and the 
tourism industry; building 
more a� ordable housing; 
maintaining essential health 
care services and ensuring 
the new Broadford Hospital 
delivers services for the entire 
ward.

� e full results were: Calum 
Munro (Independent) - 1,464 
(votes); Andrew Kiss (SNP) - 
1,135; Fay � omson (Liberal 
Democrats) - 881; Dawn 
Kroonstuiver Campbell 
(Green) - 379; Ruraidh 
Stewart (Conservative) - 315; 
Màrtainn Mac a’ Bhàillidh 
(Misneachd) - 45.

Mr Munro joins Calum 
MacLeod, John Gordon and 
John Finlayson as the fourth 
councillor representing Ward 
10 of the Highland Council, 
Eilean a’ Cheò.

Calum Munro 
elected to 
represent 
Eilean a’ Cheò

Calum Munro.

Loganair fl ight 
bookings down 

into account when taking 
decisions around schedule 
reductions.’

Alasdair Allan, MSP for 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar, said: 
‘While we have not yet had 
any con� rmed cases of coro-
navirus in the Western Isles, 

we need to prepare ourselves 
for that eventuality.

‘It is clear that, for a period 
of time, people may need to 
change the way they normally 
live their lives.

‘� e outbreak has the 
potential to cause signi� cant 

disruption for islanders in 
particular because of any 
possible impact on ferries and 
planes. A great deal of contin-
gency planning is being done 
by agencies around these 
questions and I continue 
to discuss with ministers 
the importance of having 
contingency plans in place 
which enable the continuity 
of supplies to the islands. 
� is is something I have also 
discussed with the companies 
concerned.

‘� is is a very serious 
issue and it is important in 
times like these we all follow 
the advice of health care 
professionals.’

Public health advice from 
the NHS can be found at: 
www.nhsinform.scot/corona-
virus. People who do not have 
symptoms but are looking for 
general advice can phone the 
free helpline 0800 0282816.

Loganair bookings have dropped as the coronavirus 
outbreak develops.

- 28ft x 20ft
- 2 bedrooms
- Sleeps 4
- Double Glazing
- Gas Central Heating
- To be taken o�site
- Transport & siting available 
   contact us for a quote.

HOLIDAY 
HOME
FOR SALE

For more information please contact 
Chris McCready at 07796427955 or 
email chris.mccready@argyllholidays.com

Available for only 

£30,000
More holidays homes 
available from £4000
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Pony therapy at care home
In among all the worrying news about 
the coronavirus pandemic, there were 
welcome smiles at the Moss Park care 
home in Caol recently when residents and 
sta�  enjoyed a visit from two miniature 
Shetland ponies from � erapy Ponies 
Scotland and founders Elaine and John 
Sangster.

Sta�  at Moss Park care home say the vis-
it really raised residents’ spirits, adding: 
‘� is was their second visit, having come 
in September as well. Hopefully it won’t 
be too long before we can see them again.’

� is week has been quite unprecedented 
as the country tries to get to grips with 
the ever-changing landscape created by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

It is a worrying time for everyone, but 
this week we have spoken to local medical 
practices, a variety of organisations in 
our region and key business leaders, and 
gathered as much detail as possible to 
ensure you are kept up to date with all 
that is happening locally.

Over the coming days and weeks – 
however long this situation lasts – our 
dedicated sta�  will be making sure you 
are kept up to date with everything that is 
going on, particularly in our area.

� e Lochaber Times will still be 
published every week and we will 
continue to o� er postal delivery and our 
digital page-turning version. We will also 
ensure our website is kept as up to date 
as possible, with all breaking and urgent 
coronavirus information available on our 
website free of charge.

So take care of each other and please 
keep in touch with our dedicated team 
who will be doing all we can to provide 
you with a Lochaber Times on which you 
can continue to depend.

The Lochaber Times 
and its sta�  are 
here for you...

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to 
showcase these each week. 

If you have a photograph you would 
like published, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, 
PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, or hand it in 
to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lo-
chavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, or to 
our o�  ce in High Street, Fort William. 

Appalling condition of trains 
between Glasgow and Oban
I really have to write about the lamentable 
state of rolling stock on the rail route between 
Oban and Glasgow.

� is is a vital rail route to the West 
Highlands for residents and visitors who 
support the important tourist industry. � e 
problem has existed for a number of years as 
the rolling stock is, by any standards, well past 
its serviceable date.

Catering and a trolley service is at best 
sporadic. � e journey is about three hours 
15 minutes, one way, and on many occasions 
there is no catering available. Why not consid-
er installing a vending machine on each train 
supplying food and drink?

Heating is very erratic and o� en fails. 
Likewise, toilet facilities appear to be frequent-
ly faulty. It clearly implies that these carriages 
are beyond their life expectancy. � ere is quite 
o� en only one toilet on the train, wholly inad-
equate for a three-hour-plus journey.

Passenger seating and capacity: some of the 
rolling stock was replaced with cast-o� s from 
the central belt. 

� e seats have the comfort level of sitting 
on an ironing board. � e cleanliness of the 
� oor coverings and seat upholstery is woefully 
inadequate.

During the tourist season, trains are some-
times overcrowded and passengers have had to 
stand for the whole journey.

� e Scottish Government seems keen to get 
people to swap cars for public transport so 
why not make funds available for signi� cant 
upgrades to be undertaken in respect of 
replacing the existing rolling stock? If invest-
ment is not forthcoming, then people will vote 
with their feet and perhaps with their ballot 
papers.

Many people travelling between Oban and 
Glasgow are carrying substantial baggage but 
the storage facilities are inadequate.

One glimmer of improvement which ap-
pears imminent is the proposed introduction 
of greatly increased bike and large baggage 
capacity on a refurbished carriage which ap-
pears to have seating for the bike users. I look 
forward to see how this works in practice.

Maybe ScotRail should o� er winter travel-
lers a free personal survival kit and in summer 
a generous endurance discount on the ticket 
price to compensate for poor quality of service 
and experience.

Having lived in Oban most of my life, there 
is a great feeling that, insofar as transport 
infrastructure is concerned, we are treated as 
the poor relation and asked to e� ectively put 
up and shut up.

Rob MacCallum, Etive Gardens, Oban. 

We are fortunate to have 
excellent local newspapers
We are fortunate that in the Lochaber Times 
we have a newspaper that excels in bringing 
good news to its subscribers as opposed to the 
coverage of TV and most national papers.

Last week, my wife Katie was unfortunate 
enough to lose her purse in Fort William. 
Within an hour of returning home to Ardgour, 
the phone rang with someone enquiring if 
they could speak to Katie Maitland. Her purse 
had been found in the toilet at Fort William 
railway station and it was returned to her on 
� ursday of this week.

I have told this story to a number of folk and 
each one has replied it is good that there are 
still good, honest people about. � at is indeed 
true, but I am convinced that bad people are 
in the minority.

If the media had a desire to report good 



Village groups join 
forces for litter-pick
� e Kinlochleven Community Trust 
(KCT) and community council 
(KCC) are teaming up to make the 
village presentable, inside and out.

As part of the national Walkers are 
Welcome litter-pick, the two groups 
were due – at the time of going to 
press – to clean up separate areas 
on Saturday March 28 from 10am 
to 2pm.

� e KCC was to taking responsi-
bility for cleaning up the roads on 
both sides of Loch Leven leading to 
the village, which have unfortunate-
ly gathered some more rubbish since 
the last one took place in October.

Volunteers for KCT would be, at 
the same time, be focusing on the 
centre of the village, around the 
communal areas and pathways.

� e advice is to check on line be-
fore hand to ensure the event is still 
taking place.

All equipment necessary is 
provided at the KCT o�  ce on the 
day, and once everything is done, 
the Salvation Army would usually  
provide hot food and drinks for 
all volunteers. � e Walkers are 
Welcome National Litter-pick was 
due to be held from Monday March 
23 through to Sunday March 29 with 
participating towns and villages 
across the UK taking part.
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KINLOCHLEVEN

From Lochaline to Stirling for 
the Scottish regional � nal of the 
Rotary Young Chef of the Year, 
Helen Jones, 12, had another fan-
tastic result picking up � rst place 
for the school’s competition.

� is big win now means that 
Helen will progress to the national 
� nal which was due to be held in 
Stratford-Upon-Avon in May and 
go up against other young chefs 
from across the UK.

� is is the � rst time that Lochaber 
Rotary Club and Ardnamurchan 
High School have reached the 
national stage for the competition.

For her three-course meal, Helen 
cooked crispy smoked mackerel 
cannelloni, beetroot and horse-
radish remoulade with an orange 
and pumpkin seed salad, followed 

by roast loin of Highland venison 
with haggis, neeps and tatties and 
baby onion jus. Her dessert was 
pear tarte tatin with vanilla ice 
cream.

Ardnamurchan High’s Young 
Chef mentor and coordinator 
Patricia Kennedy has guided many 
students from Ardnamurchan 
through the competition in the 
past and is delighted to see Helen 
doing so well.

She said: ‘Helen’s success is a 
testament to her commitment, 
hard work and skill, and the 
school would like to thank chef 
Gary Phillips for his support, 
Helen’s parents, the Rotary Club of 
Lochaber, and Mowi, who sponsor 
the event.

‘A huge well done to Helen.’

Litter picks make a huge di� er-
ence environmentally and allow 
people to do something positive 
for their community.

Helen Jones, 
top left, hold-
ing her winner’s 
certi� cate, with 
her family and 
mentor Patricia 
Kennedy, 
right; and her 
delicious meal. 
Photograph: Rotary 

International

Ardnamurchan High’s Helen scoops 
Rotary Young Chef of the Year
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
 Has anyone out there seen the 
Tourist Information – Two Miles 
sign which is having a Here Today, 
Gone Tomorrow role at Lochy 
Bridge? � ree feet long it is/was, and 
attached to two tubular metal poles   
by security clips. � e clips ‘went’, 
you see, causing the sign to drop o� . 
� en along came o�  cialdom, and 
ordered that the poles be upli� ed. 
� us the sign itself disappeared. 
Now the tourist o�  ce sta�  are 
looking for information, from locals 
or tourists, as to where it might have 
fetched up.
 Guess who gave an interesting and 
enjoyable talk to Inverlochy Rural’s 
March meeting, on � eecing, wool 
spinning and carding? Mrs Shearer, 
of course!
 � e Great Fort William Train 
Disaster. At the West End Car Park. 
Not far from New Pier Terrace where 
the strategic planners could have 
ensured that the end of the railway 
line in Fort William would always 
remain – instead of destroying yet 
another of the town’s early ameni-
ties. I had to laugh when the replica 
K1 steam loco was hauled into place. 
Just then, wending its way through, 
came the Shiel Valley Stompers’ 
coal lorry. Possibly to � nd out if the 
mock-up steam engine needed a 
supply?
 However, it has been a busy week, 
what with the saving of the actual 
Fort William-Mallaig steam train 
service, the coming of McDonalds, 
the truncating of Waverley House, 
the tearing up of the An Aird lease, 
and sundry other happenings.
 In Fort William FC’s ill-fated 
North Cup � nal at Forres you’ll 
recall that we were two goals down 
three minutes a� er the 3pm kick-o� . 
� is early setback caused committee 
member Alistair  to comment wryly 
and drily: ‘Pity the game didn’t start 

at � ve past three, like they do down 
south.’
 � e Sun was a wee bit o�  the mark 
– and the map – when Monday’s pa-
per advised its readers that Mallaig 
is in Wester Ross.
 George was waiting for No 12 at 
the Pulp Mill Club Bingo. ‘Downing 
Street, Number....’, came the call. � e 
number itself was drowned out as 
George yelled ‘House’! John Major 
must have moved, mused many of 
the bingo a� cionados sitting along-
side him. 

Or the Chancellor’s built an ex-
tension to his place next door. A� er 
much hilarity, play was resumed. By 
which time George was just about 
under his seat with all the banter 
aimed at him. And, as so o� en hap-
pens the next number out was ‘One 
Doz – Number Twelve’. ‘One does 
lose out from time to time,’ laughed 
George.
 When I worked in London the 
bus conductors who yelled out ‘’Igh 
’Olborn’ were always being chided 
for dropping their Aitches. ‘It’s 
hokay,’ they’d reply, ‘We’ll pick them 
up again at Hoxford Circus. So, may-
be some kind person will help out 
one of our town hotels and ‘C’ their 
way clear to return the ‘Eilidh Bar’ to 
its former ‘Ceilidh Bar’ glory.   And 
someone else could maybe provide 
the ‘n’ to complete the ‘Statio Bar’ 
sign.
 Half a century ago Fort William 
Town Council asked for local opin-
ions on the merits of prefabs. To 
assist in this survey, Provost Laurie 
Blair said he preferred Ben Nevis 
Granite.
 ‘Notiss! Notiss’! Indeed this little 
tale could date back to the days of 
the Fort William Bellman’s local 
announcements: ‘Due to the lack of 
salmon in local waters, anglers are 
only allowed to  catch the male of 

the species. Poachers please note. By 
Order.’
 Mairi in Caol has had one of her 
garden ornaments ‘gnomenapped’. 
Which explains why she is scouring 
the village ‘just looking for a gnome’.
 Otherwise, not a lot changes in 
Lochaber. Take, for example, the 
phone box at Blaich. It has been pro-
vided with two telephone directories 
– the phone book for the Glasgow 
area and the Glasgow Yellow Pages!
 A member of our local mountain-
eering fraternity was being � ashed 
at out on the road last week. In the 
gathering dusk he cycled noncha-
lantly past the leafy glades and  � ow-
ered verges of Corpach, the Queen 
of Suburbia. Cars hooted and tooted 
as he pedalled happily along. Yet he 
still didn’t notice that he had a red 
light on the front of his bike – and a 
white one at the back.
 How about the deputation from 
the Fort’s Scotscoup Betting shop 
who forsook their native heather 
for the turf of Perth Races last week. 
Selected settlers and counter sta�  
went on a day at the races – cour-
tesy of their employers. � e girls 
plumped for ‘Romany Creek’ as their 
banker bet. 

As their horse � ashed past them in 
the lead they cheered it on towards 
the winning post. Jumping for joy, 
they were convinced Romany Creek 
had crossed the line � rst, and headed 
swi� ly to collect from the Tote win-
dow and  the rails bookmakers. 

� ey were met with the same 
response: ‘What are you expecting 
on that ticket? Romany Creek came 
in third of the seven’. Apparently, 
and in fairness to the girls, from the 
angle they were watching the � nish, 
Romany Creek could have looked 
like the winner. But now, since the 
word � ltered through to the Fort, 
they haven’t heard the end of it!

For its meeting on March 5, 
Lochaber Probus Club visited the 
Education Centre of the Lochaber 
Rural Complex.

A� er a welcoming tea and co� ee, 
Isabel Campbell gave an informative 
and entertaining presentation on 
her early life in Kiltarlity, post-
school employment then coming to 
Lochaber in 1970. 

She spoke of the establishment 
of the Auction Mart and Rural 
Centre in Torlundy and of future 
plans. Isabel was awarded an MBE 

in 2003 for Enterprise in Lochaber. 
Following her presentation, mem-
bers were shown round the centre 
and museum, and treated to a deli-
cious lunch prepared by Isabel, June 
MacRaild and Alma Sorley.

All future meetings of the club 
have been cancelled until further 
notice due to the ongoing situation 
with the coronavirus.

However, to keep up to date or for 
more information, and for contact 
with the club, visit their Facebook 
page Lochaber Probus Club.

A knitting group in Kinlochleven 
has made 152 hats for premature 
babies and is hard at work on more.

� e Kinlochleven Knit and Natter 
Group was set up last year by keen 
village knitters and has 20 people, 
who now regularly attend.

� ey are encouraging more peo-
ple to come along to learn knitting, 
crocheting, have some cake, just 
have a chat and even work on a 
‘secret project’ for later in the year.

� e group knitted 52 premature 
baby hats sent to the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Glasgow; 50 
have recently been delivered to the 
Raigmore in Inverness; and the 
group are just about to send anoth-
er 50 to a hospital in Paisley.

As the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William does not look a� er pre-
mature babies, 15 bigger hats were 
sent to them, and four blankets 
were made for the Abbey� eld Care 
Home in Ballachulish. � e group is 
now working on baby canula arm 
covers.

Set up in the summer of 2019, the 
group is open to people of all abil-
ities with the experienced knitters 
and crocheters more than happy to 
share their skills.

� e group meets every Wednesday 
from 2-4pm at the Church of 
Scotland hall in Kinlochleven and 
are looking to set up an evening 
session for those who are busy 
during the day.

Probus pays a visit to the rural complex

Knitters makes premature baby hats
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LOTTERY NUMBERS

Ballachulish Shinty Lottery: Shinty lottery numbers for 
March 15 were 3, 4 and 10. There were no winners so 
next week’s draw will be £400.

Caol Community Centre  Bingo Club lotto numbers 
for March 15 were 1, 7 and 10. There no winners so £300 
next week.

Caol Regeneration Lotto: Numbers for March 12 were 
1, 4 and 10. There were no winners so the pot is £300.

Lochaber club lotteries

Rugby chiefs launch £500k 
hardship fund for clubs 
impacted by COVID-19
Scottish Rugby  launched 
a £500,000 Club Hardship 
Fund (CHF) at the 
weekend, which will o�er 
�nancial assistance to 
grassroots clubs facing 
cash �ow and immediate 
�nancial challenges 
through the impact of 
COVID-19 coronavirus.

Designed to help clubs through the period of uncer-
tainty created by the outbreak, the CHF will release 
funds to support identi�ed �nancial issues caused by a 
lack of �xtures or pressures on other revenue streams.

With a lack of �xtures and reduction on public 
gatherings clubs may struggle for cash-�ow and 
Scottish Rugby wishes to help and support them.

In addition to this fund, Scottish Rugby is also 
accelerating its collective club support payments by 
a month, to April from May, which will in itself exceed 
£500,000 in funding to ease the �nancial burden.

Scottish Rugby said on Sunday it will also be talking 
to all its key partners and stakeholders to generate 
wider support for the CHF and to o�er further practical 
support to clubs across Scotland.

Scottish Rugby chief executive Mark Dodson said: 
‘These are unprecedented times and we are acutely 
aware of the signi�cant day-to-day �nancial challenges 
our member clubs will face in the coming weeks if 
�xtures cannot be resumed in the mid to long term and 
other planned fund-raising initiatives are curtailed.

‘We are creating the £500K Club Hardship Fund to 
provide clubs with the reassurance there is �nancial 
assistance available to the dedicated volunteers and 
sta� who deliver our game in their communities.

‘It is important we act now and provide tangible, 
practical support during these unsettling times.

‘I also want to o�er, on behalf of everyone at Scottish 
Rugby, our best wishes to everyone across the country 
at this extremely di�cult time.’

Clubs will be invited to apply to the CHF by complet-
ing and returning a CHF claim application, which will be 
posted on the Scottish Rugby website later this week 
and contain details of the necessary criteria. Scottish 
Rugby says it will look to release funds in a timely 
manner as appropriate.

The full criteria for CHF applications will be shared 
with all rugby clubs in Scotland through Scottish 
Rugby’s own ‘Club Comms’ channels in the coming 
week.

It was on Friday that Scottish Rugby announced that 
with e�ect from Sunday (March 15) there would be a 
short period without domestic competition or training, 
while a further assessment is made up to, and including, 
Sunday, March 29.

This was decided in light of government restrictions 
on public gatherings and the resulting pressure on 
emergency services and healthcare provision in relation 
to the ongoing coronavirus situation.

Work will also go into helping clubs apply for wider 
business support after Scottish Government announced 
a £320m fund for businesses a�ected.

Spean Bridge Ladies’ Golf Club hands out honours

Spean Bridge Ladies’ Golf Club held its 
prize-giving night recently, when the 
following trophies were presented.

�e championship went to Aileen 
Campbell, while handicap champion 

was Tricia McIvor. �e Ferguson Cup 
was presented to Pat Davidson, with 
medals for Amelia Stewart (May), Tricia 
McIvor (June) and Nicola MacRae 
(August and September). Nicola 

MacRae also scooped the bronze medal 
award, while eclectic (multi-round tour-
nament) honours went to Tricia McIvor, 
Amelia Stewart and Margaret Cassidy. 
Photograph: Anthony MacMillan 

Scottish Slopestyle Champs comes 
to the Nevis Range for the �rst time
It is a competition that tests 
Scottish freestyle skiers and 
snowboarders on all the dif-
ferent surfaces they are likely 
to use: dry slope, indoor and 
mountain.

Now in it’s fourth year, the 
competition usually takes 
place in the Cairngorms, but 
organisers are happy with the 
change of location, looking 
to put on a good event with 
some restrictions now in 
place due to coronavirus.

�e indoor competition 
took place at Snow Factor, 
Glasgow, in September, 
dry slope competition was 
at Bearsden Ski Club in 
November, which only leaves 
the mountain element as the 
�nal this Saturday March 21 
at the Nevis Range for the 
Triple Crown.

�ere is still a chance for 
people to get involved as the 
competition will be hosting 
a Crown Jam and Junior 
Champs – on a reduced 
course – along with the main 
competition which consists of 
two judged runs on the full 
course.

Euan Baxter is the event 
director and is hoping for 
some good conditions to have 
a high calibre of competition 
on the day.

He said: ‘We will have at 
least 40 competitors on the 
day with a decent propor-
tion of them coming from 
Glasgow and Aberdeen since 
these are the focal points with 
the best facilities.

‘�is is a chance for club 
athletes across skiing and 
snowboarding to test their 
mettle against some of the 
best in the country. At the last 

dry slope event we had Fin 
Bremner, a Team GB snow-
boarder, and that was some 
of the best snowboarding I’ve 
seen on UK soil.

‘Nevis Range have been put-
ting a good course together, 
so with favourable condi-
tions, we should see similar 
calibre in a pretty high level 
competition.’

�ere will be spot prizes 

given out throughout the 
Crown Jam session, the 
Junior Champs will have po-
diums with medals given and 
the Open Champs will have 
podium and also a cash prize.

Regarding the impact of 
coronavirus, Snowsport 
Scotland released a statement 
saying it will be putting in 
a number of precautionary 
measures to minimise social 
contact.

It said on March 16: ‘Nevis 
Range are limiting tickets 
to 500 as of next week as per 
government advice. We have 
allocation of tickets for the 
event but can only guarantee 
your place if you pre-register.

‘All competitor interactions 
will be held outside. Bib allo-
cation will be held outside at 
the SnowGoose. Prize giving 
will be held on the course 
itself if possible or if not pos-
sible outside the Base Station 
end of day.’

It will not be possible to 
register on the day and 
payment must also be made 
electronically.

To �nd out more about 
the competition, visit the 
Facebook event page.

FREESTYLE SKIING

This is the �rst time the Triplecrown mountain slopestyle 
event will take place at Nevis Range with previous ones 
taking place at Cairngorm Mountain Resort.
Photograph: Snowsport Scotland
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TEN-PIN BOWLING

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 13, 
2020 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 02.46 2.9 08.54 1.7 
 16.17 2.8 21.25 1.6
Fri 03.47 3.1 10.04 1.5 
 16.49 3.0 22.16 1.3
Sat 04.17 3.4 10.46 1.3 
 16.50 3.2 22.55 1.1
Sun 04.48 3.6 11.20 1.1 
 17.10 3.5 23.29 0.9
Mon 05.22 3.8 11.50 1.0 
 17.38 3.7  **.** *.*
Tues 00.02 0.8 05.54 3.9 
 12.20 0.9 18.07 3.8
Wed 00.33 0.8 06.26 4.0 
 12.49 0.9 18.34 3.9              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
0°C to 8ºC.
Friday 
Sunny and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
1°C to 9ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light cloud and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
4ºC to 9ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

7

9

7

Mechanics dismantle Fort hopes for a win

Fort William made the 
journey to Forres for the 
second time this season to 
face the ‘Cans’ in what was 
a home game for the Fort 
due to an unplayable � eld at 
Claggan Park, writes Michael 
O’Meara.

Fort manager Calum 
MacLean made two changes 
to his side with Iain MacLellan 
and Jordan Andrew dropping 
out because of other com-
mitments and in came Iain 
Foggo and Lewis Hyde.

� e � rst real chance of the 
game came from Forres, 
when Declan Hughes went 
one-on-one with Fort keeper 
Daniel Hoban but Hoban 
made a terri� c save to keep 
the score level at 0-0 in the 
13th minute of the match.

A� er that Fort become the 
dominant side with chances 
through a Gabriel Hastings 
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Calum MacLean

header which hit the post 
and Ross Gunn having a shot 
from the edge of the box, 
which was well tipped over 
the bar by the Forres keeper 
Stuart Knight in the 26th 
minute.

A� er such a positive start 

but then the Mechanics made 
use of the extra man by going 
a goal ahead through Lee 
Fraser. 

� e original shot was made 
by Joe Gauld as he hit a great 
e� ort which struck the bar 
but it came straight to Fraser 
and he put it into the back of 
the net with Hoban unlucky 
to keep it out.

Nine minutes later Forres 
doubled their lead through 
Allan MacPhee. His cracking 
strike from 20 yards made its 
way into the back of the net 
just before half time.

� e game restarted for the 
second half and Fort did 
not give up. � ey had a few 
chances with one in particu-
lar coming from an Aidan 
Taylor strike from 40 yards 
out, which almost made its 
way into the back of the net 
but was saved by Knight.

Forres then had a massive 
chance to put the game to bed 
but Fraser’s free header was 
headed over the bar.

Fort made their � rst change 
when Roddy Kennedy made 

way for Ryan Henderson, who 
was back in a Fort shirt.

MacLean then made two 
further changes with Danny 
MacKintosh for 17-year-old 
Al� e Duncan, who was mak-
ing his debut for his club and 
Gunn made way for Ruairidh 
MacDonald.

Late goal
Fort grabbed a late goal 

through a Ryan Henderson 
rebound from a couple of 
yards out but it was judged to 
be over the line from match 
referee Billy Baxter much to 
the Forres keeper’s disgust.

Unfortunately that wasn’t 
enough for Fort as Baxter 
blew his whistle for the � nal 
time for the evening and the 
game � nished Fort William 
1-2 Forres Mechanics.

� e Highland League 
season along with all Scottish 
leagues have been postponed 
due to the outbreak of 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) so 
who knows when the Fort’s 
next game will take place.

Beale leads ten 
pin league after 
fi rst week

Phill Beale, above, leads the scratch league.

A� er week one of the ten pin 
bowling singles leagues at � e 
Nevis Centre in Fort William 
Phill Beale leads the scratch 
league with 20 points followed by 
Brian Stewart with 19 points and 
Ton De Rijk in third place with 18 
points.

� e handicap league is also led 
by Beale with 20 points again 
followed by Brian Stewart on 19 
points and De Rijk in third place 
on 18 points.

Beale leads the chase for the 
Nevis Radio High Pin Trophy 
with 515 scratch pins followed 
by Brian Stewart in second with 
484 and De Rijk in third with 442 
pins.

� e top performances this week 
were dominated by these same 
three players where Beale bowled 
an outstanding game of 214 which 

included four strikes in a row and 
six in total in the game.

What makes this performance 
even more special is that Beale 
smashed his previous personal 
best of 155 and was bowling o�  
his previous season’s average of 
just 111.

Also this week Brian Stewart 
rolled a 194, De Rijk a 175, Tony 
Whitelocke a 171 and Steve Day 
a 170. Beale had the best three-
game scratch series with 515 
followed by Stewart with 484 and 
De Rijk with 442. Phill’s hand-
icap game of 285 was also tops 
followed by Stewart with 248 and 
De Rijk with 235. � e same three 
bowlers had the top three-game 
handicap series’ with 728, 646 
and 622 respectively.

from the Lochaber side, the 
Fort were reduced to 10 men 
in the 30th minute when 
Donald Morrison received 
his marching orders from ref-
eree Billy Baxter as he slapped 
Forres’ James Ross at the back 
of the head.

Fort continued to attack 
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INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Beale leads ten 
pin league after 
� rst week

Mechanics 
dismantle Fort 
hopes for a win

Lochaber  20
Cumbernauld 15

Tennent’s West Division 3

SIX DAYS TRIAL
Scottish Six Days 
Trial and Pre ’65 
Trial cancelled 
due to COVID-19 
outbreak
The Edinburgh and District 
Motorcycle Club, which 
organises the Scottish 
Six Days Trial and Pre ’65 
Scottish Trial, has con� rmed 
that both this year’s events 
due to be held in May have 
now been cancelled due to 
the COVID-19 coronavirus 
outbreak.

In a statement on the 
club’s website today 
(Monday), club chairman 
Pete Bremner stated: 
‘Following advice from the 
Scottish Government, the 
Scottish Autocycle Union 
[SACU] have cancelled all 
motorcycle sporting events 
up to May 31.

‘Competitors who have 
entered the events will be 
contacted shortly to advise 
on refunds and the next 
steps.’

The SACU is the sport’s 
governing body and on its 
website chairman Sandy 
Mack explained: ‘The board 
of directors has made the 
very hard decision to cancel 
all SACU permitted events 
till May 31, 2020. We will 
assess the situation after this 
date.

‘We will make every e� ort 
to ensure scope for any 
events to � nd other dates 
in the calendar. I hope you 
all can understand this 
decision, and that it is our 
responsibility to ensure 
the safety of all involved in 
motorcycle sport.’

Lochaber makes it 
three wins in a row
Saturday saw Lochaber take 
on Cumbernauld for the third 
time this season in a battle 
for second place in West 3 
Conference 1.

� e game could be the last 
for a while a� er the SRU 
brought in a suspension of the 
season e� ective from Sunday 
at 6pm, including training.

Lochaber had won both 
previous meetings between 
the clubs but this was a much 
younger and � tter looking 
Cumbernauld than in the 
previous � xtures.

� e game started o�  at a 
good pace and a� er only 
eight minutes Lochaber 
opened the scoring through 
Conor Taylor. Lochaber had 
worked their way into the 
right hand corner, a� er which 
Cumbernauld infringed at the 
breakdown giving Lochaber a 
penalty advantage.

But the hosts didn’t need it 
as a simple pop from captain 
Callum MacDonald put 
Taylor through a� er he hit a 
great line to run through un-
challenged under the posts.

Jonathan McCook con-
verted to make it 7-0. It was 
obvious that Cumbernauld 
were up for this game play-
ing with an intensity that 
Lochaber had not seen from 
them before.

Four minutes later they 
drew the game level a� er a 
lot of good support play saw 
them able to o�  oad and recy-

cle the ball quickly making the 
attack very di�  cult to defend 
for Lochaber.

� e game settled down for 
a while with neither team 
able to break down the others 
defence. A� er 32 minutes 
Cumbernauld took the lead 
from a penalty to make it 7-10.

Lochaber were determined 
not to go into half time down 
and � ve minutes later they 
found themselves deep in 
Cumbernauld’s 22. � ey 
won a penalty and took a 
quick tap, the ball was passed 
out to Calum MacLachlan, 
who still had a lot of work 
to do as he crashed through 
Cumbernauld’s defence.

A quick spin when over the 
line got his arms free and he 
got that ball down to score. 
McCook converted to make 
it 14-10 at the break. Fi� een 
minutes into the second half 
saw Cumbernauld wrestle the 
lead back a� er a pick-and-go 
from the forwards made it 
14-15.

Lochaber had a chance to 
take the lead from a penalty 
but McCook dragged the kick 
just wide. He made up for 
it with only 13 minutes le�  
on the clock when he slotted 
a penalty through from a 
very similar position to give 
Lochaber a slender lead 17-15.

Just a few minutes later 
Lochaber extended their lead 
again through the boot of 
McCook a� er they had won 
another penalty to make it 
20-15. � e last 10 minutes of 
the game were perhaps the 
most intense as Cumbernauld 
went searching for a converted 

try to snatch the game at the 
death.

Lochaber’s defence, how-
ever, was up to the challenge 
with Lewis Morrison and Jack 
Hamilton putting in some big 
hits on Cumbernauld’s fast 
wingers. Morrison also won 
a critical turnover in the later 
stages and his second for the 
game which helped win him 
the man-of-the-match award.

Unfortunately, with only a 
minute or so le� , Ryan Davies 
put his body on the line with 
a big hit but in the impact 
dislocated his knee.

A� er the game had restarted 
Cumbernauld were right on 

Lochaber’s 22. � ey shipped 
the ball out to the centres for 
a crash ball with some of their 
big forwards running decoy 
lines.

Lochaber’s defence was 
more than up for the test 
as the big hits came � ying 
in ultimately resulting in a 
knock-on in the tackle.

� e players looked to the 
referee, who blew for full time 
and the celebrations began 
a� er a very hard match. � e 
win leaves Lochaber in a 
more comfortable position in 
second position in their con-
ference. � ey are six points 
above Hyndland in third with 

a game in hand and eight 
points behind Cumbernauld,   
who could mathematically 
still catch Lochaber.

Nobody is sure what is going 
to happen with the remaining 
� xtures. Currently Lochaber 
have two league games both 
at home, a potential league 
semi-� nal, which most likely 
would be away to Glasgow 
University Medics, who are 
leading conference two and 
a National Bowl semi-� nal 
at home still to play with a 
potential � nal at Murray� eld 
to follow.

A � ying try from Callum MacLachlan. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos
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