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Serving the west since 1861

Council leaders defend 
‘responsible’ budget

‘Demand for services 
will continue to exceed 
council budgets.’

Council leader Aileen Morton 
has called on the Argyll and 
Bute community to pull 
together to secure a successful 
future for the region.

A� er Argyll and Bute 
Council set its 2020/21 budget 
last � ursday, Councillor 
Morton said: ‘We must keep 
� ghting. Everyone who cares 
about Argyll and Bute must 
continue striving for the suc-
cessful future it deserves and 
can achieve. � e budget we 
set today supports our young 
people, economic growth and 
the environment on which we 
all depend. We have protected 
key support services for young 
people. We are investing 
millions to help keep our road 
network open for business, and 
we are funding initiatives to 
protect our climate.

‘We have listened to the views 
of our communities, to support 
people now, and look a� er the 
future of Argyll and Bute. � is, 
in the circumstances, is the 
responsible budget for Argyll 
and Bute.’

Ms Morton also expressed a 
desire to do more while high-
lighting the logistical problems 
faced by the local authority.

‘Geography means we deliver 
some services most other coun-
cils do not, and all our services 
tend to cost more to deliver. At 
the same time, Argyll and Bute 
received a higher than average 
cut to our funding.

‘Our on-going work, to raise 
the challenges we face in Argyll 
and Bute, is starting to make a 
di� erence. We recently secured 
nearly £1 million additional 
funding to help deliver our 
ferry services but there is still 
much more to be done.

‘We must all, in whatever way 
we can, continue to stand up 
for Argyll and Bute.’

Councillor Gary Mulvaney, 
deputy leader and policy lead 
for � nancial services and 
major projects, sounded a 
word of warning about future 

demand on council budgets: 
‘Demand for council services 
will continue to exceed council 
budgets. Managing this means 
action not only from the coun-
cil, but also from our partners 
and key decision-makers.

‘Argyll and Bute’s Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) supports some of our 
most vulnerable people. We 
have therefore allocated more 
than £60 million, a quarter 
of the total council budget, to 
the HSCP, and agreed more 
time for it to repay debts to the 
council. � is scale of council 
support cannot continue 
inde� nitely.’

� e biodegradable municipal 
waste ban, which all councils 
must achieve, will mean an-
other potential £5m of running 
costs every year, as well as one-
o�  spending of £2m-4m.

‘We have gone part way 
to address this challenge by 
allocating funding for stra-
tegic change projects but this 
national initiative requires 
national funding. � is will 
be the council’s next funding 
campaign for Argyll and Bute.’
 For more, turn to page 10.

Members of Oban Sea and Loch Swimmers (SEALS) celebrated the group’s � rst 
birthday at the weekend with a dip in the sea at Ganavan followed by cake.
This Sunday March 8, swimmers, toe-dippers and towel guardians are all welcome 
to join a sunrise dip on Seil beach opposite the village school at Ellenabeich in 
celebration of International Women’s Day. Full story, page three.

SEALS enjoy fi rst birthday splash
by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

pupils from

Rock� eld Primary School
display their artistic skills and help raise money for 

SPORT RELIEF 2020

 Corran Halls 
18th – 20th March 

Scottish charity number: SC025659   
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An 82-year-old man has 
been found guilty of careless 
driving a� er crashing into 
another car while attempting 
to overtake four vehicles.

Ian Cleaver, of Dunoin, 
Dalmally, denied the charge, 
however, Sheri�  Patrick 
Hughes found him guilty a� er 
a trial in Oban Sheri�  Court 
last week.

� e former hotel and tour 
operator owner was � ned £800 
and his licence was endorsed 
with � ve penalty points.

� e incident occurred on the 
A85 near the Cruachan Power 
Station on April 12 last year.

� e court heard that a visitor 

to the area was looking for a 
place to park before climbing 
Ben Cruachan and as he 
attempted to turn right  into 
the second entrance of the 
lay-by, his car was struck by 
Cleaver’s.

� e court heard from 
witnesses that the victim had 
slowed down, indicated, and 
started to turn before the 
impact.

Procurator � scal, David 
Glancy, said that Cleaver 
should have been more alive 
to the deceleration of the 
vehicles.

Mr Glancy said the driving 
fell below the standard that 

would be expected to be com-
petent because the vehicles 
were slowing down and that 
Cleaver attempted to overtake 
four vehicles in close proximi-
ty to a lay-by.

‘� ese are factors that 
should have been considered,’ 
he added.

In Cleaver’s defence, his so-
licitor said that his client had 
been driving the road since its 
construction and had never 
witnessed another vehicle 
make the right-hand turn into 
the second entrance.

On top of this, he said there 
was no evidence of excessive 
speed, no oncoming tra�  c, 

with a clear view of the road 
ahead.

He stated that Cleaver had 
started his manoeuvre before 
the victim had, adding: ‘� e 
person who moved � rst has 
right of way.’

He also highlighted that 
there was nothing to prohibit 
an overtaking manoeuvre on 
that stretch on road.

‘I would submit on the basis 
of the signs that the lay-by is 
intended for tra�  c using the 
east bound lane.’

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes said 
that the accused was aware 
that the manoeuvre was being 
conducted adjacent to a lay-by.

He said: ‘� e accused has 
never witnessed anyone use 
the west bound entrance from 
that side of the road, but the 
accused can also be aware 
that this area attracts many 
visitors who are likely to stop 
and are not always mindful 
of best practice. I am satis� ed 
beyond reasonable doubt that 
a competent and careful driv-
er would not have attempted a 
four-car overtake on this lay-
by,’ and found Cleaver guilty 
of careless driving.

He added: ‘It gives the court 
no pleasure to see you brought 
to a criminal court for the � rst 
time in your life.’

£800 � ne after driver attempts 
four-car overtake at lay-by

Rock� eld progress on track trust chairman tells AGM
External work on the communi-
ty-owned Rock� eld Centre will be 
completed on time and on budget 
was the message delivered at Oban 
Communities Trust (OCT) AGM on 
Saturday.

� ere was standing room only in 
the community hut for last week-
end’s gathering with OCT chairman 
Gordon McNab presiding.

‘I am humbled by the distance this 
project has come in such a short 
space of time,’ said Mr McNab.

‘� is group has done a fantastic 
job in acquiring and developing 

the site and the building. � is time 
last year we were just signing the 
building contract with TSL and the 
work has progressed well.

‘� e work has taken the £2.7mil-
lion of funding secured by the trust, 
including the refurbishment still to 
be done.’

Mr McNab went on to tell the 
gathering that work would now 
start to secure the funding for the 
� tting-out costs.

‘� is has been a life changing pro-
ject for this town,’ he added. ‘And 
while the main building is being 

renovated we have continued to 
deliver activities to support our four 
core themes: History and Heritage, 
Arts and Culture, Enterprise 
and Education and Health and 
Wellbeing.’

� e keys to the centre are expected 
to be handed back to OCT in May.

Mr McNab thanked all the volun-
teers, supporters and funders who 
work tirelessly to move the project 
forward and bring in the required 
funding.

Attendees of the AGM were given 
the opportunity to tour the building.

OCT 
chairman 
Gordon 
McNab, 
fore-
ground, 
praised 
the 
progress 
of work 
already 
carried 
out.

POLICE FILES
 About 9pm on February 
25, at an address in Oban, a 
24-year-old man allegedly 
breached bail conditions 
imposed by the court by 
being present within. He 
was arrested and a report 
submitted to the � scal.
 About 9pm on February 
26, at an address on 
McKelvie Road in Oban, a 
woman, 27, allegedly as-
saulted another woman and 
damaged property within. 
Police are investigating.
 About 5.40pm on March 1, 
at a shop on George Street, 
Oban, and a bar in Shore 
Street, Oban, a 24-year-old 
man was abusive and 
threatening to sta�  
members.  He was arrested 
and held in police custody 
to appear at Oban Sheri�  
Court the following day.
 If anyone has information 
on the above, they can call 
police on 101 or anony-
mously on 0800 555 111.

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Building Consultancy
Quantity Surveying • Project Management
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Happy birthday to Oban SEALS
Oban SEALS has celebrated 
its � rst birthday at Ganavan 
with a dip in the sea followed 
by cake, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

Oban Sea and Loch 
Swimmers meet every 
Saturday throughout the 
year at Ganavan car park at 
8.45am.

Everyone is welcome to 
come along and join in, 
whether it is for a distance 
work-out, a bracing plunge or 
just a paddle.

Hardy members have kept 
the weekly swims up during 
the winter months’ rain or 
shine, sleet or snow.

� e year has seen a num-
ber of personal and wider 
achievements within the 
friendly group – one of its 
members at the grand young 
age of 80 has not missed a 

weekly meet yet. Dr Max 
Holloway, who started up the 
group with his wife Stacey, 
buddied up at a training 
camp in the Hebrides with 
extreme swimmer and 
UN   Patron of the Oceans 
Lewis Pugh before he took 
on the life-threatening chal-
lenge of a 1km swim across 
a supra-glacial lake in East 
Antarctica – where no human 
had ever swum before.

SEAL George Gray and 
former workmates more 
than doubled a £10,000 target 
for mental health charities 
by taking on � e 4 Rivers 
Challenge, so far raising 
£21,110 via virginmoneygiv-
ing.com by swimming four 
rivers, in four capitals, in four 
seasons.

� is Sunday, March 8, 
swimmers, plungers, toe-dip-

pers and towel guardians are 
all welcome to join a sunrise 
dip on Seil beach opposite the 
village school at Ellenabeich 
in celebration of International 
Women’s Day. Sunrise is just 
before 7am so meet on the 
beach for 6.50am – that gives 
� ve minutes to get ready, says 
organiser Kathie Gri�  ths.

‘Everyone is welcome to 
come down and join us. Bring 
warm hats and layers for 
a� erwards, a � ask and snack. 
Swim boots or beach shoes 
are a good idea too, it can be a 
bit stoney getting in. Just like 
all swims, all swimmers must 
be solely responsible for mak-
ing their own risk assessment 
on the day,’ she added.

Swimrises to mark this 
year’s International Women’s 
Day are being held right 
across Scotland.

Letters giving advice on 
coronavirus have gone out to 
families of ski trip pupils at 
Oban High School.

Online posts on social media 
and phone calls from parents 
whose children were among 
a ski party to Italy earlier 
this month have prompted a 
letter of reassurance from head 
teacher Peter Bain.

NHS advice regarding the 
coronavirus COVID-19 is that 
risk to pupils who were on the 
trip is very low.

But Mr Bain’s letter had ad-
vised if any of them developed 
respiratory symptoms in the 
next two weeks they should 
contact a GP, stay indoors and 
avoid close contact with other 
people.

Currently none of the pupils 
are displaying any of the coro-
navirus signs such as a cough, 

high temperature and short-
ness of breath – all similar to 
cold and � u symptoms.

� e trip travelled to Artesina 
in the west of Italy in the 
province of Cuneo and outside 
Lombardy, an area of concern.

Mr Bain said the school had 
been answering individual 
questions as they arose but 
while the important virus story 
was in the media, he thought 
he would send out  reassurance 
to parents.

He said the letter was based 
on the advice of NHS medical 
sta�  and the issue had been 
discussed with Argyll and Bute 

Council’s Health and Safety 
Department as well as the NHS 
Health Protection Team which 
was monitoring events.

� e advice given is based 
on the geographical location 
where the children stayed and 
also the timespan they spent 
in Italy.

‘What the NHS have noted, 
though not highlighted in 
media reports, is that they 
are concerned with visitors 
returning to the UK a� er 
February 19. In which case the 
advice is very di� erent. Our 
trip returned on February 16,’ 
said Mr Bain.

He added it was important 
not to be complacent but in line 
with public health guidance, 
anyone who had no symptoms 
could carry on as usual and 
attend school, adding: ‘I am 
pleased to report that no pupils 
attending this trip present 
symptoms that would indicate 
they are infected.’

Coronavirus reassurance 
after high school ski trip

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk Coronavirus contingency plan in place

A continuity plan 
has been put 
in place by 
Argyll and 
Bute Council 
following advice 
from the Scottish 
Government 
that Scotland should 
prepare for a ‘signi� cant 
outbreak’ of the Coronavi-
rus, writes Fiona Scott.

At the time of going 
to print there had only 
been one con� rmed case 
of COVID-19 in Scotland 
but speaking on Monday 
Scotland’s � rst minister 
Nicola Sturgeon said that 
future cases were likely in 
the days to come.

An Argyll and Bute 
Council spokesperson com-
mented: ‘We have internal 

business continuity 
plans already in 

place along with a 
generic Emergency 
Response Plan 
and pandemic 

� u response plan 
that would be used 

regarding a coronavirus 
outbreak in the area.

‘We are monitoring the 
situation and will continue 
to provide sta�  with the 
latest information and 
guidance.’

Elsewhere, a spokes-
woman for Argyll and Bute 
HSCP said: ‘The Scottish 
Government is leading on 
the public health messages 
on this and we obviously 
link in as well.’

In her address on Monday 
Ms Sturgeon said the 

UK was currently in the 
‘containment phase’ of 
coronavirus.

She added: ‘It is, however, 
important to be very clear 
that we would expect to 
see further cases con� rmed 
in the days to come and 
it’s also important to be 
clear that we are planning 
for the likelihood of a 
signi� cant outbreak of 
coronavirus in the weeks to 
come.’

During the next phase 
– known as the ‘delay 
phase’ – the cancellation of 
large-scale events will be 
considered.

Further information 
can be found on the NHS 
Inform webpages along 
with advice for the public 
and common FAQs.

Everyone 
is welcome 
to come 
along and 
join in, 
whether 
it is for a 
distance 
work-out, 
a bracing 
plunge 
or just a 
paddle.
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Bomb squad 
called to Oban
A property on Dunollie Road 
was evacuated on Monday 
evening, March 2, after a 
‘suspect device’ was found.

O�  cers from the bomb 
disposal squad arrived at the 
address, which is thought 
to be in the Dalrigh area, at 
around 5.30pm.

Police Scotland have 
con� rmed that following en-
quiries at a house a suspect 
device was discovered.

A Police Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘EOD attended 
and the device was found 
not to be viable. The 
property was evacuated as a 
precaution but there was no 
danger to the public.’

Enquiries into the incident 
are ongoing.

RNLI fundraiser
Oban Lifeboat Station is 
hosting a co� ee morning at 
the Royal Hotel on Saturday, 
between 10.30am and 
12.30pm to raise funds for 
the RNLI.

A range of refreshments 
and homebaking will be on 
o� er, plus an information 
stall where people can learn 
more about the work of 
volunteer crews.

Argyll and Bute Council 
would be ‘interested’ to hear 
Scottish Sea Farms plans for 
the country’s � rst ocean farm.

� is week Scottish Sea 
Farms (SSF) announced it 
was looking to trial the ocean 
farm idea as the next step in 
its ongoing push to maximise 
� sh survival and minimise its 
environmental footprint.

To get it moving, SSF said 
it was ‘eager’ to open the dia-
logue with Marine Scotland,   
the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) 
and local authorities to see if   
its ambition is matched and 
its ‘aspiration of piloting a 
full-scale ocean farm can be 
realised’.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
con� rmed to � e Oban Times 
it would be interested to hear 
more about the idea.

� e proposed ocean farm 
would be Scottish Sea Farms’ 
second sizeable capital 
investment a� er last year’s 
completion of the company’s 
£58million Barcaldine 
Hatchery, growing bigger, 
healthier and more robust 
smolts that are better able to 
withstand   natural challenges 
in the environment.

An Argyll and Bute spokes-
person said: ‘Aquaculture 
is highlighted as one of the 
key sectors in Argyll and 

Bute’s Rural Growth Deal as 
a means of developing the 
local economy and creating 
jobs. We welcomed Scottish 
Sea Farms £58m investment 
at Barcaldine and would be 
interested to hear Scottish 
Sea Farms’ ideas for future 
investment utilising new 
technologies.’

With aquaculture regularly 
cited by the United Nations’ 
Food and Agriculture 
Organisation as having a cru-
cial role to play in achieving 

a world without hunger and 
malnutrition, the focus for 
every salmon farmer is how 
best to scale-up to deliver this, 
says SSF.

Its managing director Jim 
Gallagher said: ‘Over recent 
years, the scope of this work 
has widened to include the 
potential of more exposed 
locations; locations that 
could add to the volumes of 
salmon grown at our existing 
42-strong farming estate. For 
this ambition to be realised 
however, we need an engaged, 
robust and forward-thinking 
regulatory framework that 
enables Scotland’s salmon 
farmers to continue growing 
in a responsible manner and 
helps the sector reclaim its 
competitiveness on the world 

stage. With this in mind, we’re 
eager to take the next step by 
opening the dialogue with 
Marine Scotland, SEPA   and 
local authorities to see if this 
ambition is matched and if 
our aspiration of piloting a 
full-scale ocean farm can be 
realised.’

If the concept is given the 
go-ahead, Scottish Sea Farms’ 
Norwegian owner Norskott 
Havbruk AS would provide 
the multi-million pound 
investment needed.

Scotland’s Rural Economy 
Secretary Fergus Ewing MSP 
said it was exactly the kind of 
landmark inward investment 
opportunity that Scotland 
needed to thrive and grow 
and he was ‘determined’ the 
country seized it.

Ocean Farm 1, the world’s 
� rst o� shore ocean � sh farm, 
is anchored in the Trøndelag 
region of central Norway and 
cost £60million.

Council interested in 
Ocean Farm proposal

Scottish Sea Farms’ � rst 
big investment was in the 
Barcaldine hatchery.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Extra funding could save 
doomed outdoor centre
A popular outdoor centre in 
Oban may yet receive a stay 
of execution despite having 
already been given the axe, 
writes Fiona Scott.

Kilbowie Outdoor Centre 
is due to shut next year a� er 
North Lanarkshire council-
lors narrowly voted for its 
closure at a policy and strat-
egy meeting at the beginning 
of February.

However, supporters of 
the Save Kilbowie Outdoor 
Centre (SKOC) group, in-
cluding North Lanarkshire 
councillor Greg Lennon, be-
lieve the North Lanarkshire 
Council (NLC)-owned 
facility could be saved by 
additional funding coming 
the authority’s way from the 
Scottish Government.

Posting on the SKOC   
Facebook page on Monday, 
Councillor Lennon said: 
‘Great to see the SNP Group 
agree tonight to call for a spe-
cial meeting of full council to 
re-open Kilbowie.

‘We now have further 
material change due to an 
additional £3M funds com-
ing to NLC from Scottish 
Government.’

However, an NLC spokes-
person said that any request 

for a special meeting would 
be in accordance with the 
council’s standing orders and 
that no request as yet had 
been received.

� e authority was also cau-
tious when asked about the 
additional £3m but did not 
dismiss a u-turn in respect of 
Kilbowie.

‘While this additional sum 
is helpful, it still leaves a 
signi� cant budget gap for the 
council to manage.

‘As was agreed on February 
24, this sum will be used in 
the � rst instance to replen-
ish the £3million from the 
council’s reserves which was 

utilised as part of the council 
budget. 

‘� ere is still some uncer-
tainty around the � nal shape 
of the � nancial settlement 
to the council. It has not yet 
been clari� ed whether this 
additional sum relates solely 
to � nancial year 2020/21 or 
whether it is recurring in 
future years.

‘In addition, the UK 
Government will set its 
budget on March 11, which 
may lead to further changes. 
� at being the case, no 
decisions have been taken in 
respect of the remainder of 
the additional money.’

Currently, all primary 
seven children in North 
Lanarkshire, about 100 miles 
from Oban, get the chance 
to attend the centre every 
academic year while it also 
hosts a number of Oban com-
munity-based activities at 
weekends and in the holidays.

Earlier this week Glasgow 
City Council reversed its  de-
cision to close a similar centre 
at Blairvadach following the 
Scottish government’s budget 
deal with the Scottish Green 
Party, which means an extra 
£95m will be given to local 
authorities.

It is hoped Kilbowie 
Outdoor Centre in Oban 
will be saved.

All units, appliances, sink & tap, laminate worktops, 
glass splashback & shelves included.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

**

*

Price includes fitting subject to survey.
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Friends of Historic Kilbride 
near Oban are ringing in a 
replica.

More than 120 years or 
so a� er the original bell at 
Kilbride Church last rang out 
through Lerags Glen, calling 
the faithful to prayer, a copy 
of it is being specially made to 
go on public view again.

� e bell, cast in 1798, was 
recently discovered among a 
haul of precious items being 
kept at Dunollie Museum, 
Castle and Grounds in the 
care of the MacDougall clan.

In the last six months the 
bell, with the kind permission 
of the clan chief, was returned 
home on loan, into the care of 
Friends of Kilbride.

Members of the public have 
been able to view it on special 
request but to keep it safe the 
bell has been kept close to 
trustees at Kilbride and under 
cover.

‘� ere’s been quite a few sto-
ries about historic bells being 
stolen from churches and we 
would not want that to hap-

pen to ours, so that’s where 
the whole idea of getting a 
replica made came from, so 
we could put it on view. It’ll 
probably still be chained up 
and taken in at night though 
and people will also still be 
able to ask to see the original 
too,’ said Myra Gri�  n from 
the friends group.

Metal artist Rossy Adams, 
daughter of Kilbride trustee 
Seymour Adams, now has the 

bell with her at her Cardi�  
studio where she is taking 
measurements ready to make 
the casting.

� e casting day at Kilbride 
will be open to the public on 
Sunday May 31.

‘We thought it was too good 
an opportunity not to mark it 
with a special day. We hope 
lots of people will turn out to 
watch the copy being made,’ 
added Myra.

Plans are still in the early 
stages but it is hoped people 
will gather at � e Barn bar 
where the original bell will be 
piped down the old drovers 
road through the � eld to 
Kilbride, being greeted at the 
churchyard gate by members 
of Oban Handbell Ringers 
before the casting takes place 
in an outdoor forge in the car 
park area.

Last year the whole Kilbride 

site, including a prayer 
house and gravestones, 
was recognised by Historic 
Environment Scotland as 
a scheduled monument, 
highlighting   the area’s 
historical and ecclesiastical 
importance.

Historic Environment 
Scotland is supporting the 
casting.

� e story behind the 
original Kilbride bell is that 
it seems to have been cast 
in Glasgow in 1786 for use 
in Maryland but the ship 
carrying it was wrecked in 
the Sound of Kererra. � e bell 
was rescued and then hung 
for some time in Stephenson’s 
boatyard until it was given to 
the Kilbride kirk, presumably 
in 1795,  the date engraved on 
the bell.  It hung on a tree in 
the churchyard until being 
moved to the prayer house, 
before ending up at Dunollie.

Funds are always needed 
to keep up conservation 
and preservation work on 
the Kilbride site – repairs 
have been carried out on 
the memorial aisle where 
MacDougall chiefs and 

notable family members have 
been buried since Jacobean 
times.

� e site, once hidden behind 
trees and thick tangles of 
bracken and bramble bushes, 
was uncovered by Myra and 
Liam Gri�  n, who bought 
the land in 2002. Realising 
the site had ‘a past too rich to 
have no future’, the Gri�  ns 
were instrumental in forming 
the Friends of Kilbride in 
2015 and transferred the land 
title to the group three years 
later on a 99-year lease so it 
could attract funding.

� e whole conservation 
project, covering three phases 
of works, could cost around 
£300,000 and take years to 
complete.

� ere are hopes the project, 
proving it can ful� l schemes 
and stick to budgets, will soon 
be able to attract more money 
from the likes of the National 
Lottery. Last April the friends 
group was heartened by its 
� rst grant of £7,000 from 
Carraig Gheal Wind Farm 
Community Bene� t Fund.

To � nd out more go to 
friendso� ilbride.scot

Kilbride rings in replica bell
Pictured with 
the bell are, 
from left, Irene 
Gunston, Rossy 
Adams and Bryn 
Richards

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Michael Russell has said it is 
time for ‘someone younger’ 
to take on the role of MSP for 
Argyll and Bute as he con-
templates retirement from 
front line politics, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

Mr Russell, who is also 
the Scottish Government’s 
Cabinet Secretary for the 
Constitution, Europe and 
External A� airs, told mem-
bers of his SNP constituency 
association that he does not 
intend to stand in the May 
2021 Scottish Parliament 
elections.

Previously a regional mem-
ber for the South of Scotland 
from 1999-2003 and 2007-
2011, Mr Russell has been the 
Argyll and Bute constituency 
MSP for almost a decade.

Mr Russell said: ‘I have been 
the MSP for Argyll and Bute 
since 2011 and it has been an 
enormous privilege as well as 
a greatly enjoyable task.

‘However, I will be 67 this 
summer and 72 at the end of 
the next parliament. Argyll 
and Bute is a massive area 
to cover, with 23 inhabited 
islands and a large swathe of 
the mainland, and I am get-
ting to the stage of thinking 
that someone younger would 

be better able to ful� l all the 
demands of the constituency.

‘I am proud of the work the 
SNP in government has done 
in Argyll and Bute, securing 
much new investment, 
supporting individuals and 
communities through many   
di�  culties and promoting 
the many advantages of the 
place to the rest of Scotland 
and the world.

‘I fully intend to go on 
working hard on those tasks 
for as long as I am in post. In 
so doing I will be giving every 

inch of backing to Nicola 
Sturgeon, who is the best � rst 
minister Scotland could have, 
and to her talented team as 
they prepare to put our case 
for the future to the people of 
Scotland next May.

‘I also hope over the year or 
so that I have still to serve that 
I will get to thank personally 
many individual constituents 
and SNP members across 
Argyll and Bute for their 
support and friendship. 

‘I am particularly grateful to 
my local o�  ce team – Marie-
Claire, Heather and Keir – to 
whom this decision wasn’t a 
complete shock but will be 
nonetheless unsettling. 

‘I know that they, too, over 
the next 12 months will 
remain fully focused on 
our biggest privilege of all – 
serving and supporting the 
people who live in this huge, 
wonderful constituency.

‘A� er next May I still intend 
to be active in the political 
sphere. 

‘I think of my decision as 
stepping back from some 
current roles, not stepping 
away from my commitment 
to our country and the better 
future it can have and should 
choose.’

Argyll and Bute MSP will 
not stand for re-election

MIchael Russell MSP has 
said he will not stand in 
the May 2021 Scottish 
Parliamentary elections.

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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Spring and sea shanties = smiles
WHERE IS THIS?Around Oban

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Spring is sprung, thank 
goodness, and what a di� er-
ence it makes waking up to 
the occasional nice morning 
instead of howling wind and 
rain – it puts a wee spring 
in your step and a smile on 
your face.

We have lots to look 
forward to this year and 
attending the West Coast 
Waters conference last week 
run by Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism Co-operative and 
Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise really empha-
sised that. � eir campaign 
videos, which are starting 
to appear on social media 
now, are stunning and they 
certainly show this part of 
the world at its very best.

� e event I’m really excit-
ed about at the moment is 
the � rst Oban International 
Sea Shanty Festival, which 
will take place over June 5-7, 
with bands coming from 
as far a� eld as Canada and 
France. 

� is is only the second time 
that a sea shanty festival has 
taken place in Scotland, 
although in other areas it’s a 
massive event with fans who 
go from place to place and 
country to country. 

It’ll be fantastic to welcome 
new people to the area and 
show them what Oban has 
to o� er.

As well as experienced sea 
shanty singers, we’re looking 
for the whole community to 
be involved – from schools 
to existing choirs and groups 
of singers – so if you’re part 
of a group which thinks this 

might be fun, even for one or 
two songs, then get in touch 
with the BID4Oban o�  ce 
and let us know.

� e festival will take place 
in all sorts of venues around 
the town both indoors and 
out and there’s scope for 
everyone to be involved – de-
tails of which will be coming 
soon.

� e photograph last week 
was of the Scottish Natural 
Heritage o�  ce which is at 
the top of Albany Street. � is 
week’s photograph is to cel-
ebrate the arrival of spring, 
but where is it?

News of funding to replace 
Lismore’s ageing ferry and 
keep the lifeline service run-
ning has been welcomed on 
the island.

Residents, who mounted 
a ‘noisy’ campaign to make 
themselves heard, are claim-
ing it a victory for common 
sense.

Roger Dixon-Spain, who was 
one of them, said: ‘It’s fantas-
tic news. It’s just wonderful to 
think we made enough noise 
to make ourselves heard – not 
just by having the meeting but 
all the letters that were sent. 
� ere was a huge community 
response and thankfully we 
have been listened to.’

Community councillors 
have also been credited for 
doing ‘a great job’.

� e current ferry which 
needs to be replaced has been 

around since the early 1970s, 
although ferry crossings 
between the island and main-
land go back to the Middle 
Ages.

‘It’s a huge relief. It just 
means we can all get on with 
our lives now. Common sense 
has prevailed. � e commu-
nity council was the main 
mover in this, it did a great 
job,’ added Mr Dixon-Smith.

Chairman of Lismore 
Community Trust Sebastion 
Tombs said: ‘� is is all excel-
lent news and everyone I speak 
to here is greatly relieved 
that reason has prevailed, as 
well as appreciative of all the 
e� orts made by many folk to 
campaign strongly for this 
result; and, indeed, apprecia-
tive that those with the power 
to enable this to happen have 
responded so positively.’

� e funding will also sup-
port the continuation of ferry 
services to other islands near 

Islanders delight at 
‘ferry’ good news

The Luing ferry is just 
one of island services 
that will be supported by 
funding from the Scottish 
Government.

Oban – Easdale and Luing.
Last week the leader of 

Argyll and Bute Council 
Councillor Aileen Morton 
also welcomed the additional 
£954,000 for ferry services.

‘I am pleased the Minister 
for Energy, Connectivity and 
the Islands listened to what 
we had to say and is providing 
an additional £954,000 for 
Argyll and Bute Council ferry 
services.’

Councillor Morton con-
� rmed £500,000 of that fund-
ing would be used to provide 
Lismore’s new ferry. ‘� e rest 
will support the continuation 
of ferry services to a number 

of our islands,’ she said.
Councillor Morton said: 

‘We’re glad to see our island 
ferry services receive fair 
funding. 

‘While we will continue to 
discuss the potential transfer 
to Transport Scotland, this 
funding removes one element 
of the � nancial pressures we 
face this year.’

Chairman of Seil and 
Easdale Community council 
Julie Ferris said it would be 
good if at some point there 
might be money in the pot to 
replace Easdale and Luing’s 
ferries that ‘are not exactly in 
the � rst � ush of youth’, add-

ing: ‘We wrote to everyone we 
could think of to help get this 
funding to help keep our ferry 
running, from our MPs to 
MSPs and Paul Wheelhouse 
MSP,  who visited us last 
summer. 

‘We’re glad our voices were 
heard.

‘It would be nice to think 
at some point there might be 
money to buy new ferries for 
Easdale and Luing as well, 
neither are exactly in the � rst 
� ush of youth.’

And Luing Community 
Council chairman Mike 
Barlow shared those 
sentiments.

‘We are really pleased that 
the Scottish Government 
has given this money to the 
council and hope the money 
will be found to replace our 
wee passenger boat and the 
Belnahua car ferry over the 
next few years, too,’ he said.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Calling all 
dancers and 
musicians
Organisers of this year’s 
Highlands and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival are 
hoping to drum up a bumper 
number of entries for its 125 
classes as it celebrates its 37th 
anniversary.

� ey want to hear from 
Highland dancers, � ddlers, 
pipers, pianists, accordion 
and clarsach players and not 
forgetting those pro� cient in 
woodwind and brass to come 
along and show their talents.

Riona MacCormick, 
festival chairperson, said: 
‘� e festival has retained a 
unique family feel that is the 
hallmark of true Highland 
hospitality. � is year I am 
delighted to be chair a� er so 
many years of being involved 
on the committee, but 
securing funding support 
has been harder than ever 
and I do hope some new local 
businesses will step forward 
to support us.’

Entries close on Monday 
March 9. Visit www.
obanfestival.org for grading 
required – certain events are 
for prize winners only.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
YOURSELF!
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Plans to introduce new Active 
Travel Carriages (ATC) in the 
summer are going full steam 
ahead.

West Highland and 
Loch Lomond ScotRail 
Tourism Group (STG) met 
in Crianlarich Village Hall 
last � ursday to discuss the 
impending introduction 
of designated carriages for 
bikes and large sporting 
equipment which will be pi-
loted on the West Highland 
Line, a � rst for the UK rail 
industry.

Attendees included Argyll 
and Bute Council, Argyll and 
Isles Tourism Co-operative, 
Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Alliance, BID4Oban along 
with representatives from 
Sustrans and ScotRail.

� e gathering was given a 
presentation on the � ve Class 
153 trains which will carry 
up to 20 bikes to enhance 
existing services, providing 
custom-designed racks to 
accommodate bikes, sporting 
equipment and large items of 

luggage, as well as more seats 
for customers. � e group was 
also told that it was likely that 
the carriages would not be in 
place until late summer due 
to the speci� c sta�  training 
required but that there would 
be an opportunity for a high 
pro� le Oban launch.

� ere will also be an op-
portunity for Oban parties 
to hold an event in the newly 
refurbished Queen Street 
Station, free of charge, to 
showcase what is available.

BID4Oban is currently 
working with UK walking 
and cycling charity Sustrans 
to produce active cycle maps 
for the Oban area.

‘� ere are some very excit-
ing opportunities for busi-
nesses and individuals in and 
around Oban to get involved 
before and when the active 
travel carriages come into 
use,’ said BID chief executive 
Andrew Spence.

Pre-launch days to promote 
the carriages will be held in 
late April/early May. 

New ‘active travel’ rail 
carriages expected to 
arrive in late summer

Man with memento 
guns is admonished
A man who had two air 
weapons in his possession 
without the right certi� cates 
has been admonished at 
Oban Sheri�  Court.

Jonathan McLaughlin, 33, 
of 9 Argyll Street, Oban, 
appeared in court last month 
admitting two charges 
relating to the � rearms that 
he had said had sentimental 
signi� cance.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes had 
deferred making a decision 
for time to � nd out if the � re-
arms,   given to McLaughlin 
by a dying friend in Wales, 
could be made safe.

McLaughlin had believed 
the � rearms, discovered by 
police in his home on June 5 
last year, were replicas.

� e court previously heard 

there was ‘nothing sinister’ 
about the guns gi� ed to 
McLaughlin in 2014 and that 
they were ‘of very signi� cant, 
sentimental value to him’.

� e prosecution had 
asked for the air weapons 
to be forfeited but Sheri�    
Hughes gave four weeks to 
see if the weapons could be 
deactivated.

At court last Wednesday, 
Sheri�  Hughes was told the 
cost of making the guns safe 
was ‘prohibitive’ so he grant-
ed forfeiture of the weapons.

McLaughlin was admon-
ished on both charges of 
possessing the weapons 
without the right licence. 
Sheri�  Hughes told him: 
‘You were simply unaware of 
the statutory regulations.’

More than 200,000 people 
have now signed up to learn 
Gaelic online, writes David 
McPhee.

� e Duolingo Gaelic course 
was only made possible 
thanks to volunteers, includ-
ing a school teacher in Oban.

Kieran MacInnes, acting 
principal teacher for Gaelic 
at Rock� eld Primary Gaelic 
Unit (Bun-sgoil Achadh na 
Creige), even took his laptop 
on his honeymoon so he 
could work on the course.

Speaking about the success 
of the course, Kieran told � e 
Oban Times this week: ‘To 
have 215,000 people signed 
up in just a few months is 
incredible and shows beyond 
doubt that there is a huge 
amount of interest in learn-
ing Gaelic.

‘Hopefully we will see this 
demand translated into more 
opportunities to learn Gaelic 
in communities. � e number 
of learners is growing every-
day, and the small team of 
volunteers behind Duolingo 

are working hard to expand 
and improve the course 
further still.’

Following the success of 
the course, a public Facebook 
group called Scottish Gaelic 
Duolingo has been created 
and now boasts more than 
4,500 members.

Oban’s Rab Woods of 
Imagine Alba – a tour com-
pany based in Oban – asked 
the group what made them 
interested in learning Gaelic.

One member said: ‘I 
discovered Duolingo last 
year and started relearning 
German again. � en I 
watched Outlander and real-
ly wanted to know what they 

Gaelic Duolingo course 
tops 200,000 learners

were all talking about when 
they spoke in Gaelic. � en 
a friend shared the news 
Duolingo were going to be 
doing Gaelic and I was over 
the moon.’

Another said: ‘I’m 54, 
always wanted to get into it 
but never got far. Duolingo 
was the way in, for me, and 
I’m going to keep using it 
and studying it for the rest 
of my life, and hopefully pass 
something of it to my son.’

Another member said: 
‘So I live in America and 
unfortunately my family 

has lost a lot of our roots. I 
didn’t really have a “cultural 
identity” growing up. As an 
adult I decided to do some 
research and discovered I’m 
part Scottish. So I’ve been 
trying to learn more about 
the culture and such. 

‘Since Scottish Gaelic is 
available on Duolingo there 
is no reason not to learn it at 
this point.’

Others said said they were 
using the app to help them 
learn the language as their 
child was in Gaelic medium 
education.

The Free Wills Month charities are paying for a limited number of simple Wills.
If your Will is complex, you can pay the solicitor for extra advice.

There is no obligation to include a gift to any of the charities. The campaign is intended for those aged 55 and over. O
BW

H
T0
50
32
0freewillsmonth.org.uk

be?
legacy
will your

What

Your Will touches the lives of your loved ones – and also future generations.

If you’re 55 or over, make or update your Will for free
and include a gift to a cause dear to you.

Your Will can transform lives.

Free Wills Month is your chance to leave your lasting legacy.

Please quote Free Wills Month
when you call a solicitor:

NEILL CLERK & MURRAY
Charlene Duncan
01475 724 522

3 Ardgowan Square
Greenock PA16 8NW

MCCLURE SOLICITORS
Lucy Clare

0800 852 1999
35 Nicolson Street
Greenock PA15 1UL

E THORNTON & CO
Sophie Mossman
01631 566 771

17-19 Lochside Street
Oban PA34 4HP
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Taynuilt Ceilidh gets ready to party
� e Taynuilt Ceilidhs have a 
star-studded line up ready to 
celebrate their 90th birthday 
party.

Mega-talented Donald 
Shaw and Karen Matheson 
of Capercaillie-fame are just 
some of the performers who 
will be at the party night on 
Saturday March 21.

Other names joining them 
on the stage at Taynuilt 
Village Hall are Angus 
MacColl and an Oban High 
School Pipe Band select, Isla 
Sinclair dancers, Paddy and 
Libby Shaw, Eilidh Shaw plus 
husband Ross Martin, with 
Calum Alec MacMillan.

And there could well 
be more surprises, says 
Moira Dunlop, who along 
with husband Sandy, are 
long-serving members of 
Taynuilt Ceilidh’s core 
organising committee, An 
Comunn Meur Chruachain.

� e tradition of the 
family-friendly Taynuilt 

Ceilidihs likely stretches 
back further than March 19, 
1930, when the the Cruachan 
Branch of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, the organisers 
of the Royal National Mòd, 

was founded to promote and 
support the Gaelic language 
and culture.

To this day, the village’s 
ceilidhs are as vibrant as 
ever, entertaining locals and 

tourists during the winter 
and summer months.

In the winter, ceilidh 
organisers invite artistes 
from other parts of the 
country, as well as involving 
local musicians, dancers and 
Gaelic singers, giving people 
around Taynuilt the oppor-
tunity to hear and get to 
know musicians and singers 
from further a� eld.

For many young musi-
cians, singers and dancers 
performing on its stage, it 
can be their � rst time on 
the public platform and is a 
handy step for many towards 
the Mòd.

In the summer, the weekly 
programmes are mostly 
made up of musicians from 
the area’s own doorstep, 
providing the opportunity 
for the young – and the 
not-so-young – to debut 

their talents from Scottish to 
classical and even hit songs 
from the shows.

Regular   faces in the 
audience travel from near 
and wide, including one 
couple who journey from 
Spean Bridge, and south of 
Kimelford.

Support for the organising 
committee also comes in 
the form of willing helping 
hands from members of the 
village’s Gaelic choir and 
well-wishers who donate   
ra�  e prizes and home-
baked treats – then there is 
serving up refreshments at 
half-time, washing up duties 
and clearing chairs away at 
the end. ‘It’s a team-e� ort,’ 
said Moira, whose links with 
the ceilidhs go back to when 
she � rst sang there.

Over more than 20 years 
she has become chief tal-
ent-spotter and the ceilidh 
convener, scouting artists 
and tempting well-known 
names to join them for an 
evening. Many big names 
on the Trad scene have a 

connection to the Taynuilt 
Ceilidh, including Donald 
Shaw and Karen Matheson.

Money made at the event is 
pumped back into the com-
munity, making donations 
to groups and projects such 
as Oban High School Pipe 
Band, choirs, the fèis and 
mòds, keeping Gaelic alive 
and kicking.

In 2018, � e Taynuilt 
Ceilidhs were shortlisted for 
the prestigious MC ALBA 
Scots Trad Music Awards, 
nominated for Community 
Project of the Year.

‘Our 90th birthday cele-
bration is going to be a super 
night. We want to keep the 
old-familiar friendly ceilidh 
atmosphere. We’ve had a 
particularly good year this 
year and we’re hoping to 
keep it up for the next 10 
years at least so we can get to 
100!’ said Moira.

‘Gold dust’ tickets for the 
90th celebration ceilidh 
are   limited. Find out 
more at facebook.com/
thetaynuiltceilidhs

Karen Matheson will 
be one of the special 
guests at the special 90th 
birthday ceilidh.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Hidden away in the quiet village of Port Appin, Argyll, on the 
shores of Loch Linnhe and surrounded by the spectacular raw 

beauty of the magnifi cent west coast of Scotland, you will fi nd
The Pierhouse Hotel and Seafood Restaurant

Escape to seafood heaven

Our renowned AA Rosetted Restaurant has won a fast-growing reputation 
as one of Argyll’s best-kept secrets. We aim to share our passion for 

excellent food, wine and service, with dishes simply cooked to perfection 
and served with unbeatable sea views.

The restaurant is open from 12.30pm to 2.30pm and 6.00pm to 9.00pm. 

Booking is strongly recommended, especially in the evenings

www.pierhousehotel.co.uk

Book now by phone or email
01631 730302  reservations@pierhousehotel.co.uk

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY
START EXPLORING!

#ScottishWhiskyTrail

YOUR WHISKY 
JOURNEY 
STARTS HERE

THE NEW APP FROM 
CASK & STILL MAGAZINE
If you are a whisky lover or just want to try the 
best drams in Scotland then download our free 
app today and make the most of your time in the 
home of whisky.

Our new app is your pocket guide to the 
Scottish whisky scene. Use our interactive map 
to fi nd the best places to shop, buy and sample 
Scotland’s national drink, all at the touch of a 
button.  

Visit iconic whisky bars, rub shoulders with 
local whisky experts and get the best advice 
on how to enjoy your preferred dram. 

Above all have fun and remember – 
drink sensibly.

Slàinte!

START EXPLORING!

*You must be 18 years or older to purchase alcohol within the UK.
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� e Average Speed Camera (ASC) 
system between Tyndrum and Lix Toll 
on the A82/A85 has now commenced 
enforcement.

Across the 15.9-mile stretch of 
road between Tyndrum and Lix Toll 
there have been 21 recorded injury 
collisions, with up to one in every 
three vehicles speeding despite the de-
ployment of resources at three mobile 
enforcement sites.

� e system contains six sites along 
the 15.9-mile stretch of road, with 
cameras located 5-7km apart and in 
each direction. � e system has cost 
approximately £250,000, including 
design, engineering and installation.

Chief Inspector Mark Patterson, 
Police Scotland Road Policing, said: 
‘� is average speed camera system 
has been installed to make the journey 
between Tyndrum and Lix Toll safer 
for all road users. � is section of road 
carries a high volume of commercial, 
local and tourist tra�  c, and excessive 
speed has been a signi� cant contrib-
utory factor in collisions resulting in 
serious injury or death. 

‘Elsewhere in Scotland average speed 
cameras has been shown to reduce 
road casualties. I would expect these 
cameras to improve driver behaviour, 
resulting in safer journeys and fewer 
serious collisions.’

A82/A85 speed 
cameras now live

Bids will help 
conserve Dunollie 
Castle skyline
� e countdown has begun for � nal 
bids to be made as part of a special 
auction this Saturday, raising funds 
for phase three of Dunollie Castle 
conservation, writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

A grant award from Historic 
Environment Scotland of £141,605 
has gone into the funding pot towards 
the work that will cost £224,000, and 
more than £30,000 has already been 
raised by Dunollie supporters.

� e Skyline Castle Fundraiser, with 
dinner, fashion show, ra�  e, live music 
and auction is at Oban’s Royal Hotel 
in Argyll Square on March 7, starting 
at 6.30pm. Visit dunollie.org/events 
for ticket availability.

� e auction is open to anyone online 
and will close at 4pm on Saturday, 
with donated gi� s including a 
handmade kilt of the winner’s choice 
of tartan, a lady’s or gent’s custom 
jacket made from the � rst weaving 
of the new Lorn Tweed, a manager’s 
whisky tour of Oban Distillery, a  
Dunollie Textiles day experience 
and Four Ball at Archer� eld Links 
in East Lothian. To make a bid or 
just to make a donation towards the 
castle conservation project, go to 
32auctions.com/savedunolliecastle

Dunollie Museum, Castle and 
Grounds is also running a number 
of behind the scenes castle tours on 
Tuesdays this month giving a unique 
peek at the castle’s ongoing conserva-
tion works.

Visit the Dunollie events website to 
� nd out more.

A march and rally will be held 
in Lochgilphead later this 
month as the region’s only 
specialist inpatient dementia 
assessment unit faces closure.

Behind the protest is trade 
union UNISON, which will 
hold the march and rally on 
Saturday March 21 to save 
Knapdale Ward, situated in 
Mid Argyll Hospital.

� e body governing health 
and social care in the area, 
Argyll and Bute Integration 
Joint Board (IJB) is set to 
make a decision on the ward’s 
future at its next meeting on 
March 25.

On January 29 the IJB gave 
the go-ahead for an alter-
native model of dementia 
care which would involve 
enhanced community 
dementia care teams, with 
patients being cared for in a 
home setting for as long as 
possible. For more severe cas-
es, dementia su� erers would 
be assessed and looked a� er 
in facilities in the Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde NHS 
area.

Knapdale Ward would be 
closed.

A public consultation 
exercise was announced on 
February 24 by health bosses, 
involving three public meet-
ings in Lochgilphead ( March 
10, Baptist Church Hall); 
Oban (March 11, Oban Fire 
Station); and Dunoon (March 
12, Queen’s Hall).

UNISON is urging the peo-
ple of Argyll and Bute to par-
ticipate in the consultation 
and to argue in favour of their 
proposed ‘option four’ – the 
development of an enhanced 
community team alongside 
the upgrading of Knapdale 
Ward to provide inpatient 
assessment along with res-
pite, day care, outpatient 
services, an information hub 
and a base for the enhanced 
community teams.

Dawn Macdonald, 
UNISON NHS Highland 
convenor for Argyll and Bute, 
said: ‘It is a sad day when 
� nance comes before patient 
care. Option four, for me, is 
truly patient-centred and will 
support keeping our loved 
ones with dementia who need 

hospital care, for however 
long, in our community. Not 
miles and hours away from 
family and friends.’

Belinda Braithwaite, whose 
husband was cared for on 
Knapdale Ward for almost 
four years at the end of his 
life, added: ‘Undoubtedly, the 
best place for most of us to 
be is at home; the provision 

of planned respite, day care, 
home carers and emergency 
respite can be a lifeline as 
families, o� en elderly them-
selves, manage increasing 
issues, as best they can at 
home.

‘� ere is a relentlessness in 
caring for a loved one with 
dementia, all day, every day, 
adapting to the “new normal” 
as the disease progresses.

‘Some dementia patients 
– a minority, but in human 
rights terms, a number for 
consideration – develop more 
complex needs such as ag-
gressive outbursts, delusions 
and hallucinations – some 
of which can be ameliorated 
with medication. 

� us, some patients will 
need specialist inpatient care 
either short or long term. My 
husband was cared for with 
skill, dignity and compassion 
on Knapdale, 12 miles from 

home and I was able to visit 
daily.’

She continued: ‘Currently, 
Mid Argyll and Kintyre and 
the Islands have no day care 
provision, no specialist de-
mentia care home provision, 
limited respite provision and 
no ‘very sheltered’ housing. 
And if the IJB goes ahead we 
will have no specialist in-pa-
tient provision either.

‘� eir Community 
Dementia Team proposal 
does not address the need 
for infrastructure. � is is a 
retrograde step.’

‘More than 3,000 people 
have signed a petition 
supporting the Argyll 
and Bute HSCP retaining 
Knapdale Ward,’ said Simon 
Macfarlane, UNISON re-
gional organiser.

‘We are calling on people to 
go along to the consultation 
and argue for the retention 
of inpatient services and the 
enhanced community service 
which our proposed option 
four represents. People should 
also contact their councillors 
and MSP to call on them to 
make representations to the 
IJB to save Knapdale Ward.’

� e Save Knapdale Ward 
march and rally will be held 
on Saturday March 21. 

� e plan is to assemble 
from 10.30am outside the 
Comraich Centre (Old 
Succoth Ward – Argyll and 
Bute Hospital), Blarbuie 
Road, Lochgilphead and 
march from there at 11am 
through the town to a rally 
on Lochgilphead front green.

Marching 
for dementia 
care in Argyll

Protesters ignore atrocious weather to make their point at 
the last IJB meeting on January 29. 51_a05KnapdaleWardProtest01

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

‘Some patients will 
need specialist in-
patient care either 
short or long term.’

OT
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Argyll and Bute 
budget at a glance
Agreed: Council tax will 
be increased by 4.5 per 
cent seeing a Band D 
increase from £1,308.83 
to £1,367.73.

Agreed: Additional 
£2.4 million investment 
in roads, crucial to 
community well-being 
and economic growth

Agreed: Additional 
£500,000 investment 
in roads maintenance 
particularly gully cleaning 
and drainage works

Agreed: Additional 
£400,000 in developing 
remote learning through 
digital learning opportu-
nities

Agreed: £30,000 for 
Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism Cooperative 
(AITC)

Argyll and Bute Council 
has also agreed to reject 
a number of proposed 
savings. 

A full list of agreed 
savings can be found at 
argyll-bute.gov.uk with 

the exceptions of the 
following...

Rejected: proposal 
to end swimming pool 
subsidies for Islay, Jura 
and Mid-Argyll

Rejected: proposal to 
remove school crossing 
patrollers

Rejected: proposal to 
reduce the Educational 
Psychology Service

Rejected: proposal to 
remove pupil support 
assistant hours

Rejected: proposal to 
reduce advice services 
sta�  (welfare rights)

Rejected: proposal to 
increase parking charges

Rejected: proposal 
to close up to 25 public 
toilets; agreed – charging 
for public toilets and 
making 10 low-use toilets 
available for community 
transfer, lease or sale.

Rejected: proposal 
to end grants to the 
Third Sector; funding to 
continue with reductions 
in the next two years.

Council tax bills in Argyll 
and Bute will go up by 4.5 per 
cent in April – but some of the 
authority’s most controversial 
cost-cutting plans will not be 
going ahead.

School crossing patrollers, 
pupil support assistants and 
educational psychologists 
have all been spared the axe 
a� er spending plans put 
forward by the authority’s 
ruling Liberal Democrat, 
Conservative and independ-
ent administration were 
voted through.

But spending on commu-
nity-based learning activities 
for young people and adults 
will be cut by £184,000, and 
schools will no longer have 
the money to hire local halls 
for PE lessons a� er funding of 
£73,000 for that purpose was 
cut entirely.

Council tax to rise 
as budget agreed 

Council leader Aileen 
Morton addressed the the 
administration last week.

� e administration also 
decided not to go ahead with 
a proposal to save cash by 
closing public toilets. Instead, 
10 of the least-used public 
toilets across the council area 
will be promoted for asset 
transfer, lease or sale.

� e administration’s 
spending plans and council 
tax increase were backed 
by 18 of the 31 councillors 
who attended the authority’s 
annual budget meeting in 
Lochgilphead last � ursday.

� e agreed budget also 
includes investment in roads 
maintenance, footway and 
cycle path maintenance, and 
education involving digital 
learning.

An amended budget put 
forward by the opposition 
SNP group, which got 11 
votes, wanted to save the 
community learning devel-
opment, PE facilities and 

public conveniences in full.
A second amendment, pro-

posed by Councillor George 
Freeman and seconded by 
Councillor Douglas Philand, 
asked that the meeting be 
adjourned in order to con-
sider prospective funding 
announced by the Scottish 
Government the previous 
day.

Addressing the meeting, 
council leader Aileen Morton 
said: ‘� is is the third budget 
in the life of this council 
and takes place in unusual 
circumstances.

‘Some savings choices have 
been in front of us before, and 
this current budget is harder 
due to familiarity. We have 
heard the same story again 
and again – cuts to budgets 
across the country are hitting 
Argyll and Bute harder than 
almost every other area.

‘We are looking to the 

future and supporting a 
broader curriculum across 
our schools, and economic 
growth and connectivity 
supporting our businesses, 
which are vital to our future.

‘One council service 
needing a large contribution 
is waste disposal, and if we 
can deliver our solutions, we 
could reduce CO2 emissions 
by around 19 per cent.

‘Our decision is not just for 
today, or this year, but it will 
a� ect next year and the years 
to come.

‘We share a belief that 
Argyll and Bute deserves 
a bright future, despite the 
challenges.

‘It is important that, prefer-
ably together, we keep � ght-
ing, striving for and believing 
in Argyll and Bute, so that in 
the future, the story in this 
chamber will be the positive 
one it deserves.’

Depute leader Gary 
Mulvaney added: ‘None of 
these decisions have been 
taken in isolation; all have 
been deliberated over in the 
context of what is to come in 
the next few years.

‘It is easy to leave it all to 
another day, but that heads-
in-the-sand approach only 
leads to more pain for the 
future. We have a budget that 
focuses on the future as well 
as today.’

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Western Isles budget means 
near � ve per cent tax rise
Western Isles Council has 
approved a budget for 2020 
that includes a near � ve per 
cent rise in the council tax 
for islanders, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

It was at � ursday’s meet-
ing of the full council that 
comhairle leader Councillor 
Roddie Mackay’s budget was 
overwhelmingly approved.

At the meeting he said: 
‘Despite the suggestion that 
austerity is behind us, it 
remains the case that since 
2010 the comhairle has seen 
a funding reduction of 14 per 
cent, the biggest of any coun-
cil in Scotland, amounting to 
£16m. 

‘� e comhairle strives to 

deliver the best services it can 
for our communities, educat-
ing our children, looking a� er 
the vulnerable, keeping our 
roads safe and recycling our 
waste. We will continue to 
do our best to work with the 
Scottish Government and our 
communities to minimise the 
e� ect on services and o� set 
the impact on our economy.’

Mr Mackay added: ‘� e 
comhairle has a long tradition 
of supporting health and 
social care and 2020/21 is no 
exception. I am proposing 
we increase the Cùram 
is Slàinte nan Eilean Siar 
budget by passing on in full 
the additional monies in the 
settlement. I am, however, 

concerned about the present 
de� cit in the IJB which is one 
of the reasons why it is impor-
tant that we protect reserves 
as much as we can.

‘� is is a di�  cult budget 
for all councils but, thanks 
to our prudent planning and 
strategic use of balances in 
this and previous years, we 
are able to plan our savings in 
a measured way.

‘Nonetheless I am recom-
mending we use the addi-
tional � exibility the Scottish 
Government has given us to 
raise Council Tax by 4.84%, 
which, for nine in every 10 
households on our islands 
will be no more than £1.01 a 
week.’
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A 28-year-old from Appin has 
stunned relatives by taking 
on a job in one of the world’s 
most dangerous countries – 
despite being a self-confessed 
hypochondriac who was too 
scared to play contact sports 
at school.

Anna Salvarli works in 
South Sudan as an aid worker, 
and has admitted that her rel-
atives are surprised by what 
she does for a living.

Anna said: ‘My parents 
found it amusing that I 
wanted to work in South 
Sudan because I am the 
kind of person that won’t do 
certain sports, such as shinty 
or hockey, because I think it’s 
too dangerous.

‘Even out cycling with my 
mum, I’ll be like ‘I need to 
stop here. � at is too steep a 
hill’ and she is just looking 
at me going ‘You work in 
South Sudan. How can you be 
scared of a hill?’.

‘My mum knows that I’m 
generally quite a risk-adverse 
person and not gung-ho in 
any way, so I think that helps 
her not worry about me too 
much.’

Anna added: ‘I’ve always 
wanted to do humanitarian 
work. On my primary school 
report when I le�  for high 
school, my headteacher 
wrote something like “I look 
forward to Anna working for 
the UN one day”.

‘I’ve been to cities like 
Singapore and Sydney think-
ing ‘I’d love to live here’ but 
I cannot imagine a single job 
that I could feel interested 
enough in.

‘So, while here in South 
Sudan some weekends kind 
of suck, I’m spending most 
of my waking hours working 
and loving my job.’

Anna was � rst posted to 
South Sudan three years 
ago while working with 
the UK Government’s 
Department for International 
Development (DFID) and 
is now a technical solutions 
coordinator for the Danish 
Refugee Council, helping to 
repair the damage of a violent 
civil war which has claimed 
383,000 lives, with 115 aid 
workers killed since violence 
erupted in December of 2013.

Anna lives in a shipping 
container in Bentiu, one 
of the worst hit areas of 
the con� ict, but she travels 
around the country o� ering 

assistance where needed, 
providing humanitarian aid 
to people outside of camps.

� e threat of violence is not 
the only risk that Anna faces; 
the health risks of living in 
South Sudan became all too 
real when she had to be me-
devac’d to Juba, the country’s 
capital, a� er falling ill with 
suspected malaria.

She continued: ‘I looked 
grey for about a week and had 
the interesting experience of 
being medevac’d. It turned 
out it was just � u.’

� e climate provides its 
challenges for Anna as well as 
the scale of poverty.

‘I’ve gone from 50 °C living 
in a metal container to the 
heaviest rain storms I have 
ever seen in my life.

‘� e levels of poverty are 
staggering. You see people 
walk for two days just to get 
food and that’s part of what 
they do every month.

‘Most of the remote loca-

tions that we go to, a school is 
a teacher, who is a volunteer, 
teaching under a tree, with 
children sitting around on 
the ground.

‘I’ve been to some locations 
where there was a ‘school 
building’ and it’s four walls – 
nothing else. � ere’s not even 
a roof. � e teachers will say 
‘‘When it rains, it is di�  cult’’ 
and I’m thinking ‘‘Of course, 
it’s di�  cult. You don’t have a 
roof ’’.’

Anna has admitted that her 
work and what she has seen 
makes it di�  cult when she 
returns home.

‘It can make it tricky coming 
back to Scotland and hearing 
what people moan about.

‘I remember my mum 
trying to put away a roast 
chicken and complaining 
because there wasn’t enough 
space in the fridge. I kind of 
exploded at her saying, “You 
are actually complaining that 
you have too much food”.’

Appin’s Anna is making a 
difference in South Sudan

Anna has said that she is 
proud of the support that 
Britain is giving to South 
Sudan.

‘I spent the best part of two 
years working with DFID 
here and its impact is huge. 
It really does make a huge 
di� erence.

‘� e projects I liked best 
were nutrition programmes 
that we funded in the north 
of the country because when 
children were coming you 
could see the di� erence in 
their weight and health over 
the weeks.’

� e UK give lifesaving aid 
in 2018 to more than 221,000 
people in South Sudan, 
provided more than 100,000 
children with nutrition 
support and supplied 142,000 
people with emergency water, 
sanitation and hygiene.

International development 
secretary Anne-Marie 
Trevelyan MP said: ‘UK aid 

is saving and transforming 
lives in South Sudan, thanks 
to support from the British 
people and incredible people 
like Anna. 

‘We are providing emer-
gency aid, as well as helping 
to deliver healthcare and 
education.

‘I am so proud of those like 
Anna who are taking on huge 
personal risk to help make 
a di� erence in the country, 
working alongside British 
aid workers and our military 
personnel.

‘South Sudan’s leaders have 
an opportunity in the coming 
weeks to show their people 
that peace is the best solution 
and help build a strong 
democracy.’

Anna with her team in South Sudan.

Anna 
and a 
colleague 
about 
to head 
out on a 
mission.

MOREPHOTOS
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k

by Harry Williamson
editor@obantimes.co.uk

www.xponorth.co.uk

6pm - 8:30pm

Join the XpoNorth team along with a range of 
organisations and businesses for a relaxed evening of 

creative discussions and information sessions. 

Register for free at

xponorth.eventbrite.co.uk

TUES 10TH MARCH | THE CORRAN HALLS

WED 11TH MARCH | THE NEVIS CENTRE

OBAN
FORT WILLIAM
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Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership is 
looking for unpaid carers and 
community council members 
to join locality planning 
groups (LPGs).

�ere are four (LPGs) 
including Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles and Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands.

�e HSCP is committed 
to ensuring people in the 
community are involved in 
the planning of health and 
social care services. One way 
of achieving this is through 
LPGs, which bring together 
NHS and council sta�, 
community members, carers, 
representatives from the 
third and independent sec-
tors and community-based 
groups. �e LPGs are looking 
for volunteer carers and 
community council members 
for each group. Ideally, the 
individuals would be familiar 
with the area, have experi-
ence in health and social care 
services and be able to attend 
four LPG meetings a year 
health and social care.

Recruitment to both 
voluntary positions is open 
until Friday March 6.

Planning group 
seeks new 
membersSpotlight on Oban FM

The Oban Times has 
teamed up with Oban 
FM (103.3) to bring 
our readers a monthly 
question and answer 
pro�le with the town’s 
community radio DJs.
In the spotlight this 
week is queen of country 
Christine MacDonald, 
who hosts Christine’s 
Collection from 7pm-
9pm on a Thursday.
How long have you been 
at Oban FM? 
Since 1996 - 24 years.
What is your ‘daytime’ 
job? 
Retired now, worked as a 
wages clerk for Tesco for 
23 years.
What is your earliest 
memory? 
Although I was only two,

I can vaguely remember 
where I was standing with 
my mum when the Queen 
visited Harris.
What was the �rst record/
download you bought? 
Sailor by Petula Clark.
What are your all-time 
top �ve tunes? 
He Stopped Loving Her 
Today by George Jones; 
Bays of Harris by Eriskay 
Lilt; Borrowed Angel by 
Mo Pitney; Let’s Dance by 
Michael English; Chain of 
Love by Mike Denver.
What is your most 
treasured possession? 
Pictures drawn for me by 
my granddaughter.
What did you want to be 
when growing up? 

I wanted to work at an 
airport because I love 
watching planes and now 
love my plane watcher app.
Who would you invite to 
your dream dinner party? 
Sophia, Adam and Donald 
John. My three grandchil-
dren.
Which words and phrases 
do you most overuse? 

‘Exactly’, ‘darling’ and 
‘what’s for you won’t go 
by you’.
What single thing would 
improve the quality of 
your life? 
If I lost weight.
If you could go back in 
time, where would you 
go? 
To Harris ... visiting both 

sets of grandparents’ 
homes was always a joy.
What is the most 
important lesson life has 
taught you? 
Always be kind and nice 
and a smile costs nothing. 
Always sing (even if you 
can’t) and dance. If you can 
do all that, you can take 
whatever life throws at you.

Christine MacDonald – Oban’s queen of country.

Community meetings about new Islay ferry
Two meetings are to be held 
with communities in Islay 
on a new ferry operation be-
tween Kennacraig and Islay, 
writes Roslyn Scott.

Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Limited (CMAL) will 
host the meetings on March 
23 at Ionad Chaluim Chille 
Ìle (ICCI) in Bowmore and 
on March 24 at Ramsay Hall 
in Port Ellen.

�e two-hour meetings will 
start at 5.30pm and include 
a 30-minute presentation 

followed by a question and 
answer session with rep-
resentatives from CMAL, 
CalMac and Transport 
Scotland.

�e new Islay ferry is the 
next major vessel to be 
ordered for the Clyde and 
Hebrides Ferry Service and 
will complement the service 
provided currently by MV 
Finlaggan, although it will 
be developed with a clear 
focus on freight.

�e Islay route is one of the 

busiest services for freight 
on the Clyde and Hebrides 
network. 

Su�cient passenger ac-
commodation will also be 
designed to meet anticipated 
demand.

�e project is in its early 
stages, with a naval architect 
consultancy, naValue GmbH, 
appointed by CMAL to sup-
port the feasibility analysis 
of the project as well as the 
tender programme to award 
a shipbuilding contract.

Council agrees to meet Islay 
parents over school concerns
Argyll and Bute Council has 
agreed to meet parents over 
their concerns about the con-
dition of Islay High School.

�e school’s parent council 
previously said its complaints 
were falling on deaf ears.

Speaking to �e Ileach, the 
chairwoman of the Islay High 
School Parent Council, Claire 
Fletcher, said: ‘We have full 
respect and admiration for 
the sta� at the school, but they 
spend their time �re-�ghting 
and juggling one sta�ng crisis 
to the next.’

�e report stated the build-
ing had fungi growing on the 

walls, a leaking roof which 
was bowing in places, missing 
tiles, windows that were not 
waterproof, as well as a failing 
heating system. �e toilets 
were also said to be inadequate 
and the canteen was too small 
for the number of pupils.

Alastair Redman highlight-
ed the issues when he met 
depute leader of the council, 
Gary Mulvaney, last week.

Councillor Redman said: ‘I 
brought up the recent power 
cuts in my council ward and 
the need to invest much need-
ed funds in Islay High School’s 
ageing building. It’s essential 

that the Kintyre and Islands 
ward is not sidelined when it 
comes to much-needed public 
spending.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘We 
have already earmarked 
£95,000 for remedial 
works at Islay High School. 
Considerable further invest-
ment in the school is also due 
to be discussed. Councillor 
Yvonne McNeilly, the coun-
cil’s policy lead for education, 
and the executive director 
have o�ered to meet with the 
parent council to discuss their 
concerns.’
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Behind the scenes at Atlantis Leisure
February might be a short 
month but at Atlantis it 
punches well above its 
weight.

Last month carried on 
where January le�  o� , with a 
busy few weeks at the centre. 
Read on for a selection of 
highlights from small but 
mighty February:
Centre life – ‘clearing up 
after Ciara and Dennis 
come to visit’

Compared to those 
a� ected down South, we’re 
well aware that we got o�  
pretty lightly with the recent 
storms – but they still le�  
their mark. Sections of the 
Atlantis roof sustained 
storm damage, prompting 
quick action to repair before 
subsequent weather came in.

All repairs have been 
completed and the roof is 
weather tight once again.
Atlantis in the community 
– ’making a di� erence 
beyond the centre’

It’s been a delight to 
welcome the Oban Breakers 
Netball Club as it settles into 
Atlantis as its new full-court 
home. More than 20 players 

regularly attend the Monday 
night sessions where all are 
welcome from 7pm.

Claire, Lucy and Natasha 
visited Rock� eld primary 
this month for a day and a 
half of taster dance sessions. 
More than 250 young people 
experienced ballet, hiphop 
and Born to Move across the 
two days.

We’ve returned the favour 
and hosted the primary 
schools at the centre too this 
month.

� e Interschools Athletics 
Competition run in 
partnership with Active 
Schools saw more than 
160 young people join us, 
representing 16 teams made 
up from two cohorts.

Pupils from in-town 
primaries as well as rural 
schools such as Barcaldine, 
Lismore and Easdale 
competed in two qualifying 

events with the � nal 
scheduled for March 26.

Wacky World � lled the 
Main Hall with its in� ata-
bles earlier this month.

More than 1,000 young 
people bounced and 
bungeed their way through 
the centre across the two 
days that the team was in 
town.
Sta�  news – ‘the team 
behind the action’

Six members of the sta�  
team attended Les Mills’ 
Advance Training this 
month.

� is is a leadership 
training event that helps 
participants discover models 
and techniques designed to 
help tailor their own unique 
coaching style.

Pursuing this particular 
style of training allows us 
to o� er an increasingly 

bespoke experience, helping 
you get what you need the 
most from Atlantis.

We’re delighted to have 
Lesley Fraser settling into 
her new role as bookings 
and admin o�  cer.

Lesley is one of two recent 
personnel changes, with 
Fiona MacInnes helping 
Atlantis out with our pilates 
o� er. Craig McCorquodale 
continues to add strings to 

his bow through his ongoing 
personal skills development. 

� is month, Craig 
completed the training to 
become a fully quali� ed 
swimming teacher – con-
gratulations to him.

Sue Pagan visited Atlantis 
this month, running two 
Dementia Friends courses in 
partnership with Alzheimer 
Scotland. 

We’re so grateful for Sue’s 
time and all events like this 
that help us to learn more 
about how we can best sup-
port those most vulnerable 
in our community.

And, � nally, we’re so 
excited for a number of 
special sta�  celebrations 
coming up. 

Huge congratulations to 
Iwan and Lindsey, Kirsty 
and James, and Kevin and 
Claire all of whom are set to 
celebrate their weddings in 
the next wee while.

And a special mention to 
parents-to-be Jonny and 
Jade who welcome their new 
arrival in the coming weeks. 
Congratulations!

Les Mills Advance Training that a few of the Atlantis sta�  attended.

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Inspired by 
sporting 
resurrection
At the beginning of Decem-
ber 2018, I wrote about the 
incredible ‘resurrection’ of 
heavyweight boxer Tyson Fury.

� is had culminated in 
him earning a draw in his 
world title � ght with Deontay 
Wilder. As most will know, 
on February 22 this year, in a 
rematch, he won an emphatic 
victory when Wilder’s corner 
threw in the towel in round 
seven.

� e Tyson Fury story is 
one of the most inspiring 
in sporting history. � e   
following lines are a slightly 
more polished version of the 
original piece he inspired at 
the time of his � rst comeback 
� ght.

Resurrection 
– Angus MacPhail

From the darkest of the 
deep, when the worlds 
couldn’t sleep and the 
tears to weep were rivers 
running free.

To the future feeling blind 
from the present trying to 

hide and the past behind 
just broken dreams to see.

Fallen beaten on the ropes, 
weak with bruised and 
battered hopes down the 
valley slopes I looked - but 
turned away.

Stepped toward the rising 
height and you came and 
brought the light, your grip 
was tight, I rose to see the 
day.

On the hilltop now we 
stand on the heights of 
hallowed land with the 
blessed hand of hope for 
journeys new.

� e stars are on our side, 
with the world in our 
stride and the peace inside 
is proof our course is true.

So we’re on the voyage 
now, together watching 
from the bow, in wonder 
how the tides of fortune 
turn.

By grace we are alive with 
power now to strive, the 
noble drive for blazing 
trails to burn.

� ere’s a thin dividing 
wall between the rising or 

the fall. We gamble all for 
broken hearts or bliss

Between the pauper or the 
king, the failure or the win, 
from giving in or love’s 
eternal kiss.

Between the hero and the 
fool, fairness doesn’t rule – 
fate turns to pull and bring 
the hero down,

So � ght with blood and 
sweat and up again you 
get. Don’t let the demons 
keep you from your crown.

We may be just one step 
away from the coming of 
our day and the morning 
rays of golden blessed 
beams.

Before you quit and break, 
that one more step you 
take and lay your stake to 
live again your dreams.

So like Fury carry on, 
love, � ght or sing another 
song, keep stepping on and 
pushing for the goal.

Take every knock-back on 
the chin. Use the hurt to 
help you win. Find peace 
within the harbour of your 
soul.



Businesses in Oban have been taking advan-
tage of support o� ered by West Coast Waters 
to reach new tourism markets as part of 
Scotland’s Year of Coasts and Waters 2020.

Two business engagement events, delivered 
in partnership with Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE), took place on Wednesday 
and � ursday, February 26 and 27, in the 
Corran Halls, where delegates gathered from 
Oban’s marine and tourism industries to 

learn more about the initiative and how they 
could participate.

As well as talks from organisations such 
as Wild Scotland and the University of the 
Highland and Islands Centre for Recreation 
and Tourism Research, attendees were invited 
to participate in workshops focusing on four 
of the initiative’s key features.

� ey were: a promotional campaign toolkit 
including help with social media; a baton re-
lay that will make its way to 36 locations over 
20 weeks, and which can be tracked online; 
a Coasts which Shaped the World seminar, 
which included a history of voyages and how 
they impacted on other countries; and a ‘Trail 
of Discovery’ seminar which included details 
of a sunset competition, as well as kayaking 
and food and drink trails.

� ere will also be a hospcotch trail, in 
association with CalMac, to allow tourists to 
island-hop along the west coast, and scaven-
ger hunts in which people can participate in 
litter picks and upcycling of materials as part 
of the project’s legacy.

Participants were also encouraged to net-
work at the event and bring their own ideas as 
to how they could capitalise on the initiative. 
One of the participants, Fraser McIver, was 
there to represent Ardfern Yacht Centre.

Fraser said: ‘We’re part of the Sails Scotland 
organisation. It’s a brilliant way to meet up 
with other businesses, especially a cross-sec-
tion of the hospitality industry.’

Asked what he wanted most from the 
business events, he replied that he wanted to 
improve his digital marketing skills.

West Coast Waters, a collaboration of 22 
west coast destination groups, was formed to 
raise the pro� le of this area of Scotland and 
entice more tourists and adventure seekers to 
visit.

Tourism is currently worth £17 million to 
the Oban economy, and a particular focus will 
be growing this � gure through investment in 
‘glamping’, outdoor adventure holidays and 

‘slow adventures’ which tap into the mind-
fulness movement and sustainable tourism 
markets.

Carron Tobin, coordinator of West Coast 
Waters, told � e Oban Times: ‘We want to 
ensure this part of Argyll makes the most of 
its resources. None of us expected it to grow to 
the size it has. And now people are approach-
ing us to take part, which rarely happens.’

At the event Carron also took time to single 
out some the achievements of people from 
coastal communities, including Lachlan 
Macquarie, from the Isle of Mull, who trans-
formed the territory of New South Wales into 
what would become modern Australia.

‘Historically, the seaways were the highways. 
We’re trying to engender this feeling again 
with Our Coasts that Shaped the World dig-
ital initiative. It will remember big stories like 
Macquarie to wee stories remembered from 
grandmothers.’
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BUSINESS NEWS

by Roslyn Scott
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Bunnahabhain, Tobermory and Dean-
ston’s distilleries are among Distell’s 11 
award wins at this year’s World Whiskies 
Awards.

The group’s range of Scottish single 
malts featured heavily across numerous 
categories.

Tobermory Distillery, which produces 
both Tobermory Whisky and Ledaig,   
uses the island’s natural beauty as 
inspiration throughout the distilling 
process. The Ledaig 10-year-old 
came out on top of the Scotch Islands 
(Non-Islay) category for a second year in 
a row, while the 18-year-old won a gold 
in the same category.

Among Bunnahabhain’s � ve awards, 
its Toiteach A Dhà, which is created on 
the island’s most northerly point using 
spring water and the tallest stills, was 
the winner in Islay’s Non-Age Statement 
grouping.

Derek Scott, Distell’s brand director for 
malts, said: ‘This wave of awards re� ects 
how hard those in the Tobermory, 
Bunnahabhain and Deanston distilleries 
have been working in their search for 
perfection.

‘We’re incredibly proud to have some 
of the best distillers in whisky as part of 
the Distell team. So we are extremely 
pleased these e� orts have been 
recognised on a global scale and we are 
over the moon that our whiskies have 
been deemed award-worthy.’

Deanston was also recognised in the 
Scotch Highlands category, receiving a 
bronze certi� cate for both the 15 Years 
Old Organic and 12 Year Old from its 
core range.

While Distell’s individual distilleries 
were celebrated for their outstanding 
e� orts this year, the group was also 
praised, being highly commended in 
the Distiller of the Year category.

Andy Watts took home the coveted 
title for World Whisky Ambassador of 
the Year.

Distell collects 11 
trophies at World 
Whiskies Awards 

Tourism companies 
go coastal in Oban

Ashley Menzies, left, and Carron Tobin at the West Coast Waters event.

‘We want to ensure this part 
of Argyll makes the most of 
its resources’ – Carron Tobin

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

 

Natalie is well made up by winning award
The owner of Cruachan power station 
on Loch Awe, Drax, has announced that 
almost 50 years of power generation 
from coal at its North Yorkshire station 
is expected to end next year in advance 
of the UK’s 2025 deadline.

The decision is a landmark moment 
in the UK’s e� orts to achieve net zero 
by 2050 and part of Drax’s ambition to 
become carbon negative by 2030.

Drax chief executive Will Gardiner 
said: ‘Ending the use of coal at Drax is 
a landmark in our continued e� orts to 
transform the business and become 
a world-leading carbon negative 
company by 2030. Drax’s journey away 
from coal began some years ago and 
I’m proud to say we’re going to � nish 
the job well ahead of the government’s 
2025 deadline.’

The decision will mean a reduction in 
the workforce at the North Yorkshire 
power station. Trades unions and 
employee representatives will be 
consulted over the coming months 
and support is being provided to those 
a� ected.

Drax is the largest power generator 
in the UK with the capacity to make 
electricity for six million households.

Cruachan owner Drax 
commits to end coal use

An Oban beauty salon is cele-
brating a� er being recognised 
at the Scottish Wedding Awards 
2020 in Glasgow.

Oro Rosa Make-up and Beauty, 
which opened in 2017 on Oban’s 
High Street, won the Central 
Scotland Hair and Make-Up 
Salon of the Year award on 
Tuesday night at a glitzy award 
ceremony in the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel.

Owner Natalie Pacitti, who 
previously worked as a mobile 
beautician, said opening her own 
salon was a ‘dream come true’.

Natalie told � e Oban Times: ‘I 
can’t believe I was even a � nalist 
for such an amazing award, 
never mind a winner. When they 
called my name, I actually said, 
“Oh my god, that’s me”.

‘I was so nervous leading up to 
my category and as soon as I had 
won all my nerves disappeared 
and I was on a total high. I have 

never felt so many emotions at 
once. � is means everything to 
me, to be recognised for some-
thing I love doing is amazing.

‘I can’t thank everyone who 
supports me enough. All my 
amazing clients, my gorgeous 
brides who ask me to be part of 
their special day, to my family 
and friends ... I couldn’t do any 
of it without them.’

Natalie said she feels so lucky 
to have turned a hobby into a 
career. ‘I love my job so much,’ 
she added.

‘I had always been interested in 
all things hair and beauty – this 
is my dream job. When a bride 
asks me to do her make-up for a 
wedding I feel so overwhelmed, 
it’s such a huge part of their day 
and to be picked to do that is an 
absolute honour.’

It is the eighth time the annual 
awards have taken place, with 
categories honouring wedding 
salons, photographers, planners, 
venues, entertainment, transport 
and suppliers.

by Roslyn Scott
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Oban’s Natalie Pacitti is o�  cially the top hair and wedding 
make-up artist of the year.

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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Milestone inspectors – part three
Iain � ornber continues his article on 
‘tramps’.
In April, Doikes and Agnes would migrate to 
their summer quarters at Craignure to be close 
to the shore where they gathered whelks when 
there wasn’t much forthcoming in the way of 
money in Tobermory.  

Here they lived in the corner of a � eld under 
a temporary structure covered by a tarpaulin 
which they called ‘Canvas Cottage or Hay� eld 
Hotel - no door and no bell’. Doikes was a 
tall, well-built man who habitually wore a 
cheese-cutter cap. He roamed Tobermory, 
looking for a likely person to practise his 
irresistible charm on and to extract the price 
of a dram or two. One day he went to the 
island plumber and asked him if he had a 
soldering iron. � inking Doikes wanted to 
borrow it, and that if he met his request he 
would never see it again, the reply was: ‘No, I 
don’t.’ Whereupon Doikes, opening his jacket, 
produced one and announced: ‘You’re in luck, 
because I’ve one to sell.’  

Angus Macintyre, the well-known story 
teller and bank manager in Tobermory, en-
joyed Doikes’s craic and shared his love of the 
countryside and the sea. Angus retired in the 
1970s but still the locals believed if it had been 
‘Angus’s bank’ in Tobermory, the recession 
wouldn’t have hit Mull. Angus’s son Lorn, a 
former reporter with � e Oban Times and a 
gi� ed poet and author whose latest book, � e 
Summer Stance, is available from Waterstones 
and on Amazon, tells me his parents were very 
good to the MacAllisters. ‘Doikes wore my 
father’s cast-o�  business suits as if he were a 
� nancier, when he had nothing in his pockets. 
His wife Agnes was from Oban. I believe she 
wore my mother’s cast-o� s, including silks, 
and walked several paces behind her husband.’ 

Doikes was a � rst class seaman. In the 
summer he and Agnes, whom he called his 
long-haired mate, would o� en cross over to 
Tiree in their small open boat pushed along 
by a bit of a sail and an old Seagull outboard 
engine in search of new whelk beds. I � rst 
met them at Lochaline where they had come 
to pick whelks. � ey had just walked along 
from the hotel and were in good form and no 
wonder.  Earlier in the day, the proprietress 
of a small guest house along the Drimnin 

road,  had taken pity on them and given them 
a dozen bantam’s eggs which they managed 
to convince the new hotel owners from the 
south  were plover’s eggs collected from the 
moors that day and were a rare delicacy. I was 
not told how much they made but it must have 
been worth more than a couple of bucketfuls 
of whelks.

About the late 1970s, Doikes decided to give 
up their nomadic lifestyle - at least during the 
winter months - and he and Agnes retired to a 
little house at Rock� eld in Tobermory. It was 
from here that one of the best stories I have 
of them came. It seems the old Seagull engine 
was giving trouble so one day when he was in 
the MacDonald Arms in Tobermory, Doikes 
asked a friend, who was a bit of a mechanic, 
if he would go up to the house and look at it. 

He did and there found the engine clamped to 
the bed end - and why not and where better 
when you have no tool shed or a  bench to work 
on? What the friend didn’t realise was Agnes, 
a small lady, was lying in the bed under a heap 
of blankets recovering from a ceilidh they had 
been at the night before. Finding the problem,  
he started the engine but somehow or other in 
amongst the general untidiness the propeller 
got caught in the bedclothes and round and 
round went Agnes!

� e history of tramps, wanderers, vagrants 
and tinkers - whatever you want to call them, 
goes far back in history. � e late Calum Iain 
Maclean of the School of Scottish Studies tells 
us in his wonderful book, � e Highlands, pub-
lished in 1959, that Dr Alexander Carmichael 
of Lismore in his monumental work, Carmina 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern Lines

Milestone inspectors – part three
Morvern Lines

Islanders on Coll braved the worst of 
Storm Dennis to support the launch of 
Comunn Eachdraidh Cholla (Coll History 
Group) at An Cridhe community centre.

Their determination was rewarded 
with a display of historic materials 
including prehistoric � int tools found on 
Coll and late 19th and early 20th century 
photographs.

Many of the scenes and people are 
long gone, but the group is determined 
to identify, preserve and share the 
historic information for the bene� t of 
residents and the wider Coll community.

The event began with a presentation 
highlighting the group’s concerns that 
Coll, despite its wealth of oral literature, 
had been left o�  the folklorists’ ports of 
call in the � rst half of the 20th century. 

With Coll Gaelic now on the point of 
extinction, this gap in the island’s record 
is of particular concern and the group 
called for every e� ort to identify and 
record any Coll Gaelic speakers.

Speaking after the event, group 
chairwoman Jane Metcalfe said: ‘Our � rst 
concern is to make sure as many people 
as possible know about the group and 
what we want to achieve. Putting on 
our � rst event was part of letting people 
know.

‘On behalf of the group, I would like 
to thank everyone who came along and 
who contributed to the amazing range 
of information gathered for the day.

‘Everyone with links to Coll has a 
story to tell and we are interested in all 
these stories, whether spoken, written, 
photographic or linked to an object.  
This is a huge task and we will, of course, 
have to prioritise. 

‘The stories of older members of the 
community and the capturing of native, 
spoken Coll Gaelic are two immediate 
concerns.’

Coll History Group welcomes ideas, 
stories or help. 

Anyone wishing to get involved should 
email comunneachdraidhcholla@gmail.
com

History group 
launched           
on Isle of Coll

by Roslyn Scott
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

There is also, sadly, little to say about this image other than it shows a judo club on its 
�oat at Caol Gala Day in 1997.

There is little information with this photograph from our archives but looking immensely 
smart are children from Park Primary School in Oban in their out�ts for, we think, the 
Royal National Mòd of 1996 in Blairgowrie.

Milestone inspectors – part three

Gadelica, the prayers, charms, runes, incanta-
tions and legends of the Gael, narrates how it 
was these folk came to be: 

When Christ was being taken to the tree of 
cruci�xion, in the hurry the Jews forgot to 
provide themselves with nails. �ey went to 
the blacksmith and asked him to make nails 
to nail the hands and the feet of the Saviour 
to the cross. But the blacksmith refused to 
make nails for such a purpose. �e Jews went 
to the whitesmith (tinsmith, tinker) and asked 
him to make the nails. �e whitesmith did the 
work as the Jews asked of him. �is is why the 
blacksmith is esteemed and honoured among 
men, while the whitesmith is condemned 
and despised, and this is why the race of the 
whitesmith is spread and scattered here and 
there throughout the great world.

Tobermory, main image, was home to 
Donald (Doikes) and Agnes MacAllister, 
inset far left, photograph: John Wallace; while Angus 
MacIntyre, the great Tobermory storyteller 
and banker, along with his wife (on his 
right) were very supportive of Donald and 
Agnes.

Friends of mine, Graham and Rosemary 
Bonnalie, who leased a cottage in Moidart, 
used to relate an interesting experience they 
had in Glenmoidart in 1965. On a day when 
rain threatened, Graham walked up the an-
cient track which leads across the hill to Loch 
Ailort to meet his wife who had gone to visit 
Assary and Ulgary - two ancient settlements 
near the head of the glen. From the highest 
point, Graham caught sight of their fox terrier 
Riska and another dog, smaller and grey in 
colour coming towards him. Soon a�erwards,   
he saw his wife and another woman walking 
a short distance ahead of her. When she and 
Riska reached him, he asked her who the 
woman was who had been with her. ‘�ere was 
no one with me,’ she said. ‘But I saw a woman 
with you and what has happened to the dog 
that was with Riska?’ ‘What are you talking 
about? �ere was no-one with me except Riska. 
Who was the man with you?’ ‘Man? �ere has 
been no-one on the track since I came onto it.’ 
‘I saw a man in a dark coat and wondered why 
he was walking so fast.’ (Graham was wearing 
a light-coloured raincoat.) �ey told this story 
to Sandy MacDonald, a friend and neighbour 
of theirs who had lived in the area  for the past 
50 years. ‘You are not the �rst ones to have 
seen them. Have you not heard the story?’  ‘No 
Sandy, we have not heard any strange stories 
of the glen during our 12 years we have been 
coming to it.’ ‘I will tell you then. It happened 
at the end of the 17th or the beginning of 
the 18th century. People in the glen are said 
to have murdered a pedlar and his wife for 
the contents of their packs. Since then many 
have seen them in the glen. One year at the 
gathering, the woman and her dog were seen 
among the sheep.’ As the late Lord Macleod 
of Fiunary, founder of the Iona Community, 
used to say: ‘In the Gaelic speaking world, the 
veil of the intangible is easily parted.’

Wanderers, such as those I have written 
about, have an important place in the social 
history of the Highlands. 

I would be pleased if any readers who knew 
of others in their own area would contact 
me so that their history can be recorded and 
co-ordinated for posterity. 

If you have just started out in business or are 
thinking of setting out on your own, it’s important 
to get set up right. You have to think about paying 
your own tax as well as thinking about the best 
structure for your business. You may have been 
thinking about setting up the business for some 
time and laid out costs in the past that can still be 
claimed. You should consider whether registering 
for VAT is necessary or, if not, potentially bene�cial. Choosing a good bookkeeping 
package can be invaluable for information on how well you are doing. You will have to 
register with HMRC and prepare annual tax returns. You should consider preparing a 
budget or business plan and measuring progress against this. If you have recently set 
up or are thinking of setting up in business, come and talk to us for advice on these 
matters and more.

Give your new business’s finance the best 
possible start with Mackay and Co.

ADVERTORIAL
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or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Congratulations to 
brave swimming club
It is a pastime that brings multiple health 
bene� ts but which most of us could not 
bear to contemplate.

Oban SEALS open water swimming 
club has celebrated its � rst anniversary 
with, unsurprisingly, a very chilly dip in 
the sea at Ganavan.

Hardy members of the club gather at the 
beach every Saturday right through the 
year come hail, rain or shine.

� ey are a splendid bunch, spanning 
all age groups with one ever-present 
swimmer now in her 80s.

We wish them continued enjoyment in 
their activities.

� ere is o� en comment in our area about 
the importance of lifeline ferry operations 
and the communities which they service.

So it is unsurprising that news of 
funding to replace Lismore’s ageing ferry 
and keep the service running has been 
welcomed on the island.

� e funding will also support the 
continuation of ferry services to other 
islands near Oban – Easdale and Luing.

Roger Dixon-Spain, one of the Lismore 
campaigners for a new ferry, told us: ‘It’s 
fantastic news, it’s just wonderful to think 
we made enough noise to make ourselves 
heard. � ere was a huge community 
response and thankfully we have been 
listened to.’

Our islands, rather obviously, rely on 
ferry services for their economic and 
social wellbeing and pro� tability. Without 
a reliable and frequent ferry, many of the 
islands would su� er population decline 
and, as a consequence, social decline.

Well done to the campaigners.

Campaigners for 
new ferry deserve 
credit for their e� ort

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to 
showcase these each week. 

If you have a photograph you would 
like published, send it to editor@
obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, 

PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, or hand it in 
to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lo-
chavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, or to 
our o�  ce in High Street, Fort William. 
This week’s photograph comes from 
Ian Pound, of Hull, who said: ‘During 

Is Oban prepared to deal 
with coronavirus?
Is Oban prepared for the coronavirus if a 
contaminated cruise liner turns up this tourist 
season and how will the authorities deal with a 
contaminated ship o� shore ?

Answers please before the tragic event that 
may possibly happen.

Stephen Jones, Millpark, Oban.

Fish farm advocate has 
vested interests
Dr Martin Ja� a from Manchester (Letters, 
February 20) stoutly defends the Scottish 
farmed salmon industry’s environmental 
credentials and in particular is keen to counter 
the assertion that commercial farming has 
deleterious e� ects upon wild stocks of � sh, 
crustaceans, shell� sh  and so on.

I’d like to ask him some questions such as, 
was his third paragraph supposed to make sci-
enti� cally explained sense, because it did not? 
Would he be so kind as to furnish us with the 
name of the ‘study from Ireland’ so that we can 
weigh up the quality of science for ourselves?

Could he tell us what the foul smell at the 
out� ow of salmon hatcheries is? Or what the 
weight of salmon faeces released into the sea 
from one growing cycle, smolt to � nished arti-
cle, of a 2,500-tonne salmon farm is? And does 
he have any interests to declare on the subject 
of � sh farming?

On googling him, I discover: ‘Dr Martin 
Ja� a is a passionate advocate of aquaculture, 
especially with regard to the promotion of 
market-led strategies. He � rmly believes that 
farming must take over from the wild catch 
as the principal sources of � sh and seafood, 
whilst at the same time arguing that the in-
dustry must produce what consumers actually 
want. Dr Ja� a has over 35 years’ experience of 
the industry, the last 15 as the head of the aqua-
culture-based marketing company, Callander 
McDowell.’

Additionally, I note that Dr Ja� a is recom-
mending that we should read a book entitled 
Loch Maree’s Missing Sea Trout. I looked for 
this book online only to discover it was written 
by none other than Dr Martin Ja� a himself. A 
pithy read full of fresh and juicy revelations no 
doubt! Vested interests everywhere, it would 
seem.

Peter Isaacson, Coll.

Fish stocks are only one 
measure of marine health
In his letter   of February 20, Dr Martin Ja� a 
argues that a decline in � sh stocks cannot be 
blamed on the existence of � sh farming, since 
the decline began before the industry arrived.

While this may well be the case, the letter 
seems to suggest we therefore have no cause for 
concern about the negative impact of � sh farms 
on the marine ecosystem; ‘if salmon farming 
was having a negative impact on wild � sh, all 
the rivers would be grade three, which is the 
worst conservation level, but they are not’.

� is gives the misleading impression that the 
Scottish Government has assessed these rivers 

to be in generally good condition, but that is 
not case, since the conservation grading sys-
tem only looks at wild � sh numbers. Whether 
or not � sh farms are a contributing factor in 
the decline of wild � sh stocks recorded to date 
is apparently debatable, but there is absolutely 
no doubt they are causing harm to the environ-
ment, which is backed up by scienti� c evidence. 
� at harm, unless addressed, will continue to 
degrade the marine environment which will 
eventually have an impact on wild � sh.

In the meantime, we have to deal with � sh 
waste smothering plants, which reduces 
oxygenation, water polluted by chemical treat-
ments intended to keep the � sh healthy, and 
the moral question of whether it is acceptable 
to rear � sh in battery conditions where they 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

YOUR PICTURES

our � rst time visit to Oban last week, 
we were amazed to see an otter in 
Oban bay close to the war memorial, 
even more amazed when it caught an 
octopus. Loved the town. Nice even in 
the rain.’

are highly susceptible to death from being 
eaten alive by lice.

Wild � sh stocks are only one measure of the 
health of a marine environment, and may not 
react immediately to a degrading ecosystem.

Joanne Matheson, Acharacle.

Inspirational mountaineer
� e headline attraction of the Fort William 
Mountain Festival was the world premiere 
presentation by Sherpa Nims Purja, who has 
smashed the existing world record for climbing 
the world’s 14 highest peaks in an unbelievable 
seven months.

� ere was not a spare seat in the Nevis Centre 
for his illustrated talk. Most of us sat open-
mouthed at the scale and tale of how he made 

it possible. I would love to know the reaction of 
the Scout troop from Connel who were in the 
audience. A truly inspirational evening. 

� anks to Rod Pashley, festival chairman, 
and his team for showing why Fort William 
and Lochaber remains THE Outdoor Capital 
of the UK.

Nick Ferguson, 
Fassifern Road, Fort William.

Who pays the ferryman?
Not an original title but a question which the 
Scottish Government must address.  

� e title is borrowed from one of Mr Roy 
Pedersen’s books, which should be set as com-
pulsory homework for CMAL and Scottish 
government ministers. � e answer is we all do!  
Reading these books is enlightening. 

Contrast Pentland Ferries, a family run 
company with a new £17million catamaran 
running from Gill’s Bay to St Margaret’s 
Hope in a shorter time, at a cheaper price and 
carrying more cars, completely free of subsidy 
in competition with the Northlink Scrabster to 
Stromness service for which we, the taxpayer, 
pay a reported subsidy of £350 per return 
passenger.  

Nothing has changed since some 40 years 
ago. With government collusion, Western 
Ferries were forced from their pro� table 
Islay run by the Government run, heavily 
subsidised, Caledonian MacBrayne.  Western 
Ferries have gone on to provide an excellent 
service to Dunoon with no government 
subsidy and could, with their model, provide 
further un-subsidised services.   

Imagine if Pentland Ferries, with two similar 
catamarans, with the same frequency, were 
operating on the Oban-Craignure route, with 
greater capacity than the present two, heav-
ily subsidised vessels, and with their reduced 
windage o� ering fewer weather induced dis-
ruptions? � is route could operate at a pro� t, 
o� er a better service and, probably, at no cost 
to the taxpayer.  

CMAL is stuck in a time warp.  It is time to 
move on! � ere is a strong case for scrapping 
the Ferguson built vessels and having a re-
think.  Building larger and larger vessels with 
ever greater windage though still constrained 
by draught is not sustainable.

Do not believe me? Read Mr Pedersen’s 
books.  If his suggestions come to fruition, it 
will save you money in tax.  I am not on com-
mission, just angry!

J Patrick Maclean,
Oban.

Cha chuirear glas-ghuib air 
Greta � unberg, agus nach 
iongantach a’ bhuaidh a tha an 
Suaineach òg air a bhuinnig 
feadh an t-saoghail ann an 
ùine cho goirid. � a mil-
leanan a-nise a’ leantainn na 
h-iomairt aice airson grad-gh-
luasad bho riaghladairean an 
t-saoghail gus poileasaidhean 
làidir a chur an gnìomh 
airson dìon na h-àrainneachd. 
Cha robh i ach sia bliadhna 
deug nuair a rinn i òraid aig 
coinneamh nan Dùthchannan 
Aonaichte ann an New York, 
agus cha bheag na thuirt i 
ann nas lugha na còig ceud 
facal! � athas a’ meas na 
h-òraid a thug Abraham 
Lincoln aig Gettysburg anns 
an t-Samhain 1863 (dìreach 
12 bhliadhna mun d’ rugadh 
mo sheanair Ailean Alasdair!) 
mar thè de phrìomh òraidean 
eachdraidheil a’ chinne-daon-
na, agus tha mòran eòlach air 
brìgh nan 271 facal a labhair 
e.  Bhiodh Ameireagaidh air 
a bonntachadh air saorsa, 
daingeann na creideas gun 
robh an cinne-daonna co-io-
nann; gun do choisinn ìobairt 
na chailleadh ann am blàr 
shìobhalta na dùthcha adhar-
tas, agus gun glèidhte feadh an 
t-saoghail fèin-riaghladh dhan 
t-sluagh, agus às an leth � èin. 

� a mòran a-nise a’ meas gum 
faodadh gun tigeadh na còig 
ceud facal, an aon � aid ‘s a  th’ 
anns a’ cholbh seo,  aig Greta 
� unberg cuideachd gu bhith 
na tè de phrìomh òraidean ann 
an eachdraidh an t-saoghail. 
Tuigear nach do chòrd e idir 
ri mòr-chuid de cheannardan 
nan Dùthchannan Aonaichte 
a bhith gan sgoladh le 
“caileag-sgoile”, agus chaidh 
feuchainn ris an teachdaire-
achd a bh’ aice a mhùchadh 
le bhith a’ fanaid air eudm-
horaiche aineolach a bha a’ 
leughadh � aclan a sgrìobh 
cuideigin eile dhi. Comhairle 
bhuapa nach d’ � uaireadh 
aca oir tha ceannardan phoil-
itigeach uile a’ cleachdadh 
luchd-rannsachaidh agus 
sgrìobhaidh airson an cuid 
òraidean a dheasachadh. ’S 
dòcha cuideachd gun robh 
tomhas de nàire air chùl nan 
oidhirpean gus an teach-
daireachd aig � unberg a’ 
lagachadh oir gun teagamh, 
ge b’ e dè cho beag ‘s a tha iad 
air a dhèanamh gu ruige seo, 
tha mòran de cheannardan 
an t-saoghail mothachail air 
dùbhlan blàthachaidh  na 
cruinne. � ilg Greta orra gun 
robh iad gam breugadh � èin 
le geallaidhean falamh gun 
ghnìomh nan dèidh, agus 

gun robh iad air an ginealach 
aicese a bhrath agus nach 
toirte maitheanas dhaibh 
gu bràth mura gluaiseadh 
iad! Cha b’ iongnadh dhan 
t-saoghal a bhith mothachail 
air tachartasan cleas an 
t-Seann Tiomnaidh! Teintean 
a’ sgrios Astràilia, lòcaist a’ 
sgrios Kenya, Somalia, agus 
Ethiopia, tuiltean a’ sgrios 
Sasainn, agus Coronavirus a’ 
sgaoileadh feadh an t-saoghail!

Ged a dh’� eumas dùth-
channan an t-saoghail gluasad 
air blàthachadh na cruinne 
tha uallach oirnn uile cuide-
achd, mar a thuirt Lincoln, 
riaghladh bhon t-sluagh orra 
� èin, agus às an leth � èin. ‘S 
urrainn dhuinn cuideachadh, 
oir mar a tha an sean� acal 
ag ràdh nithear càrn mòr de 
chlachaibh beaga!

Greta � unberg will not be 
silenced in her campaign for 
urgent action on environ-
mental change, and she has 
the attention and support of 
millions worldwide. We all 
share a responsibility to help, 
remember a big cairn can be 
built of little stones! 

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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DISTRICT NEWS
Taynuilt sports team scores new sponsorship

APPIN

Taynuilt Primary School’s 
football team has been 
boosted by a donation of 
new training equipment.

Argyll-based trout 
farmer Dawnfresh 
recently sponsored the new 
football club, made up of 
20 boys and girls aged from 
primary four to seven. 

� e sponsorship was 
granted a� er Dawnfresh 
received a request from 
the pupils and will be 
used towards training 
equipment, ladders, cones 
and training jackets.

� e team trains on 
Wednesdays a� er school 
and is coached by Taynuilt 
P6/7 teacher Jennifer Love 
and Oban High PE teacher 

Neil Donald. � eir most 
recent accomplishment was 
travelling to Newcastle to 
watch Newcastle United v 
Leicester City and having 
a training session with the 
Newcastle coaches. Two 
pupils also got to be ball 
boys and meet the Leicester 
manager Brendan Rodgers.

Funding
Ms Love said: ‘We are 

very thankful to Dawnfresh 
for supporting the football 
team. As a new club, our 
resources are limited and 
getting funding from 
businesses has been key.

‘My pupils and I are 
committed to the team. It 
was the pupils who took 
the initiative to write to 

businesses asking for 
sponsorship. 

‘� e sports shop in Oban 
has been brilliant in helping 
us organise our shopping 
list and we look forward 
to using this much-needed 
equipment.’

Greig MacPhail, seawater 
production manager at 
Dawnfresh, said: ‘As soon 
as our team in Loch Etive 
received the request from 
the Taynuilt pupils to 
support the football club, 
we wanted to help.

‘Most of our sta�  are from 
the area so we wanted to 
do something that would 
bene� t the pupils and the 
club. We wish the team the 
best of luck.’

Above: Taynuilt Primary Football Club trains 
on Wednesdays after school and, above, 
Taynuilt pupils with former Celtic manager, now 
Leicester City boss, Brendan Rodgers during a 
trip to Newcastle. 

JURA

SOUTH UIST

Appin SWI has had a busy time 
since welcoming in 2020.

On January 16, Midge Gourlay 
gave a delightful illustrated talk on 
her visit to India.

� e popular annual quiz was held 
in Appin Hall on February 7.

� e Creagan Inn was the venue for 
the annual dinner on February 13 
when members enjoyed a delicious 
meal followed by gentle brainteaser 
games.

On February 20, chef John Webber 
gave an enjoyable and helpful 
demonstration of Moroccan kebabs, 
followed by twice-cooked cheese 
sou�  e with fennel salad. 

� e results of his labour were 
much appreciated.

Jura Community Store announced 
last Wednesday the Post O�  ce was 
open again.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP Alasdair 
Allan has met members of the North 
Glendale township to discuss the 
state of its unadopted main road.

� e South Uist cro� ing township 
is one of the last villages in the 
Western Isles to not have a paved 
access road maintained by the 
comhairle.

Before a local authority will adopt 
a private road, it must be improved 
to a certain standard. 

But with no public funds available 
for such work, residents are le�  try-
ing to maintain their road each year 
using private funds, cro� ing grants 
and the occasional council donation 
of chips.

With 11 properties, including the 
recently renovated thatched cottage 
where Margaret Fay Shaw spent 
10 years collecting material for 
the seminal publication Folk-song 
and Folklore of South Uist, North 
Glendale is home to several families, 
including the elderly and in� rm 
who require regular health visits. 
� e only road to the village is over a 

stone bridge, � rst built by cro� ers in 
the 1930s, which is itself deteriorat-
ing. A� er years struggling to main-
tain their only viable connection to 
the wider community, the township 
is seeking a permanent solution.

Dr Allan has called for the com-

hairle to consider allocating a por-
tion of the recently received Crown 
Estate revenues for this project; 
£97,500 in capital funding has been 
earmarked per ward for infrastruc-
ture work through the investment.

Dr Allan said: ‘North Glendale has 

demonstrated an extreme fortitude 
and perseverance in trying to seek 
a resolution to this issue. � is is a 
serious issue. If an isolated resident 
required emergency services, the 
place is di�  cult to get into as it is. 
If the bridge were to collapse in a 

storm, things would become impos-
sible. Although no township seems 
to have a right to a road, I believe 
this case is deserving of exceptional 
expenditure to help bring the road 
up to the standard required for 
council adoption.’
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MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Fond farewell
Friday last week was a signi� cant day at 
� e Oban Times, marking, as it did, the 
departure from our team of reporter David 
McPhee.

A Soroba boy – his words, not mine – 
David had been with the newspaper for 
around � ve years and was one of the most 
popular members of sta� .

Indeed, so highly regarded is he that Oban 
Community Council at its most recent 
meeting presented him with a good luck 
card and, to his enduring embarrassment, 
he was hugged by chairwoman Marri 
Malloy.

It’s fair to say David cuts a kenspeckle 
� gure about Oban. Former colleague Sandy 
Neil tells me: ‘He knows everyone in town, 
which made walking anywhere take ages, 
and they all loved him.’

A former defender with Oban Saints, he 
is a keen bingo player and partner of Oban 
beautician Natalie Pacitti, who runs the 
salon Oro Rosa in the High Street. Turn 
to  this week’s business pages for a report 
on her recent fantastic success at an awards 
ceremony.

David is heading o�  into the world of 
digital marketing, setting up his own 
enterprise. He will be much missed here at 
� e Oban Times but all his colleagues wish 
him every success.

Well and truly hooked
I glanced at our classi� ed adverts last week 
and had to smile.

� e variety of items for sale is staggering, 
from � rearms to � sh � lleters to clothing to 
electrical items, plants, stu� ed birds of prey 
... all human life, as they say, is here.

But the one that tickled me read: ‘Giant 
hook thing ... cast-iron, four-foot long hook, 
rusted, no idea what it is, like a � shing hook 
for bait, maybe an anchor? Curio.’

Not being of a maritime bent, I was none 
the wiser but colleague Martin Stewart 
advises me it is probably what is known as a 
plough anchor.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Caring community says cheerio to Morag

Immigration plans ‘spell disaster’ for Western Isles

North Argyll Carers Centre held a wee get-together last week for manager Morag MacLean (seated centre), who will step down from 
her role at the end of the month. Sta�  and visitors joined Morag for a blether and bu� et at the busy Albany Street venue.

� e UK Tory government’s con-
troversial points-based immigra-
tion plan risks devastating local 
businesses and causing long-term 
harm to public services in the 
Western Isles, according to Na 
h-Eileanan an Iar MSP Alasdair 
Allan.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
plan to block most European 
workers from entering the UK 
has already come in for a barrage 
of criticism from employers and 
industry leaders.

Bosses at the Scottish Seafood 
Association, the Scottish Salmon 
Producers’ Organisation, Scottish 
Care and the Scottish Tourism 
Alliance have all criticised the new 
immigration proposals, while a 

Alasdair Allan MSP.

cross-party report by Holyrood’s 
Finance Committee previously 
warned that demographic changes 

could pose risks to Scottish public 
spending, and the ability to fund 
the NHS, if Scotland did not have 
powers to grow its population.

Now, Dr Allan has renewed 
calls for immigration powers to 
be handed to Holyrood – and 
says the SNP’s proposals for a 
‘Scottish visa’ are gaining the 
backing of a wide range of expert 
organisations.

‘� ese immigration plans could 
be disastrous for the islands. 
Important sectors of our economy 
such as seafood and tourism are 
reliant on migrant workers from 
Europe,’ he said.

‘We already have the prepos-
terous situation – repeatedly 
raised in Westminster by Angus 

MacNeil MP – of � shing vessels 
on the west coast tied up due to a 
lack of crew. 

‘� ese plans will make a bad 
situation worse.

‘Scotland faces demographic 
challenges as our population 
gets older. Nowhere are those 
challenges more stark than in the 
Western Isles, where our working 
age population is set to decrease by 
17 per cent over the next decade.

‘We need the power to attract 
and retain the workers we need to 
sta�  our public services and busi-
nesses, and support our economy.

‘It’s now vital political parties 
and industry leaders come togeth-
er to back SNP plans for a tailored 
migration system.’
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Decline of 
seabirds is 
slowing down

The decline in Scotland’s breeding 
seabird numbers may be slowing down, 
a new report suggests.

The latest biodiversity indicator 
published by Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) uses data largely collected by 
volunteers to look at numbers of 11 
species of breeding seabird.

The results show that, having declined 
by more than 30 per cent from 1986 
to 2011, population levels have since 
remained fairly stable.

Overall numbers have declined by 
an average of 32 per cent since 1986, 
with only two of the species (common 
gull and common tern) maintaining 
or increasing their breeding numbers 
during this period.

Arctic skua, whose breeding 
stronghold is the Northern Isles, has 
experienced the largest decline of 78 
per cent.

Their falling numbers have been 
linked to changes in the availability of 
sand eels, which also a� ects Northern 
Isles populations of kittiwakes and 
terns. Declines are also apparent for 
herring gull and great-black backed 
gulls across Scotland.

While below earlier levels, there are 
signs of some populations such as 
guillemot and black-legged kittiwake 
stabilising, with some colonies showing 
increases.

The number of common tern and 
Arctic tern has also increased since the 
last report.

Removing the seabirds’ predators, 
rats and mink, from seabird colonies 
is crucial towards securing Scotland’s 
seabird population. In colonies where 
the rats have been removed, such as the 
Shiants and Canna, increases have been 
recorded.

Notes from a wild island
STEPHANIE COPE
stephaniecope.glengorm@gmail.com

Spirits soar from a 
walk on the wild side
Last weekend, a good friend came to stay. I’d 
been on a treadmill of ‘things to do’ since the 
festive season, and felt slightly breathless a� er 
Christmas house guests, an overseas holiday and 
the start of a busy new job. However, as I opened 
the door, I realised I’d let her down.

We all aspire to be the sort of friend that’s 
always there – but recently, I knew I hadn’t been.

Jo (as we’ll call her) was going through a 
di�  cult time. I had read it in her messages, but 
now I could read it just as clearly in her face. 
Dove-purple smudges told of wakeful nights. 
� e bloom had le�  her cheeks, and her pretty 

freckles looked stark against this new, paler skin. 
Even bundled up in her winter hat and scarf she 
seemed thinner. As we hugged, her shoulders 
shook.

� e weather had been terrible for weeks and 
the wind relentless. February’s palette was sub-
dued a� er October’s exuberance; wrung out and 
exhausted by the bleak, dark months.

Yet, between punishing hail showers there 
were still bright spells. Sitting side by side in the 
car, we watched patches of light canter over last 
year’s rusting bracken.

Jo was quiet. While she occasionally laughed at 
my conversation, these surface visits were brief. I 
turned back to the window, worried.

A bolt of silver � ashed across our view and we 
pulled over. � is raptor – near to the size of a 
buzzard – was the shimmering blue of a thun-
derhead; a perfect match for the brooding sky. 
� ough its slim body was bu� eted by the wind, 
it remained buoyant, peering owlishly into the 
tussocks and dangling its da� odil yellow legs.

Looking west at the end of a stormy day.

Encountering a hen harrier is always a thrill. 
� is male bobbed like a � shing � oat on wings 
that might have been dipped in Indian ink. His 
limbs described a graceful ‘V’ as he quartered the 
wet � ush. When I turned to Jo, she was smiling 
with delight – but tears trickled out from behind 
her binoculars.

We walked together through sheep-nibbled 
� elds, and the wind cut at our clothes like a whip. 
One chilly hand clamped my bobble hat to my 
head. � e other was curled like a dormouse to 
warm up in my pocket. White horses clattered 
through the Tiree Passage and we struggled to 
remain upright, shouting with surprise. � ere 
were no boats that day.

Runny-nosed, dry-mouthed and skelped 
by the wind, we sheltered in the lee of a small 
wooden building. Behind us an ominous curtain 
of weather loomed; but, for the moment, it was 
pleasant to sit, lean back and enjoy the brief kiss 
of sunshine on our stinging cheeks.

From a ridgeline, massive deep chocolate wings 
unfurled. I propped open one eyelid, watching.

� e bird approached and passed low, hanging 
awkwardly as it tilted its head to � x us with a 

quizzical stare. White-tailed eagles sometimes 
lack that dusting of � nesse that lends goldies 
their haughty edge. While this youngster was 
physically imposing, its unwieldy, blinky-eyed 
nosiness provoked a chuckle and an odd desire 
to say hello. It � apped heavily and turned to 
pass again. I was pleased to see Jo following it; 
animated, keen and chatting for a few moments.

As the eagle tacked for the forest, the hailstone 
vanguard tinkled onto our waterproofs. In this 
last brightness, the crystals glowed like embers 
as they fell.

� ere is an escapism in watching wildlife. 
Suddenly and unexpectedly absorbed, we can’t 
help but experience the world from another 
perspective. For a moment, we feel a lightness, a 
buoyancy, as the wind smooths our feathers and 
our cares are cast like water droplets.

� e next day Jo le�  to go and stay with family. 
On her � nal evening, she had been a little more 
like herself. Somehow, the birds had dri� ed 
through into a place that was beyond the reach 
of words. � eir brief presence in that lonely 
and introspective landscape had brought some 
temporary relief.

From a ridgeline, massive deep 
chocolate wings unfurled. I 
propped open one eyelid.

by Roslyn Scott
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader should be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Sunday March 8, Tyndrum to 
Crianlarich.
This section of the West Highland 
Way has a variety of scenery and 
interest, with a backdrop of big hills 
never far away.

Drive to Crianlarich to catch 11.47 
train to Tyndrum. Leave station E to 
join WHW. Follow signs to go SW, 
initially alongside the railway. [Could 
divert to Artisan café over bridge at 
Drochaid Bhan]. Take care crossing 
A82.

At Creag a’ Bheannain NN376250 
take path E and descend into 
Crianlarich and cars. Look out for 
the remains of St. Fillan’s Priory near 
Kirkton Farm.

Grade: L. 
Distance: 10Km. 
Height to climb: 220m. 
Map(s): LR50, EX364/377. 
Meet at: Fort William WM at 1000 

or Longsdale CP Oban NM862307 
at 10.15 or Tyndrum Green Welly at 
11.15 to minimise cars. 

Start of walk: at noon. 
Leader: Alice Wilson 07770365807.

Thursday March 12, Creag Mhor 
and Beinn Heasgarnich, Glen 
Lochay.
Park at NN 475368 head west along 
track passed Kenloch and follow this 
along to Betavime where the track 
heads up hill to meet the top track. 

The path goes through a deer 
fence and works it way to the 
summit of Creag Mhor. Follow path 
north easterly along ridge over 
Stob an Fhir Bhogha on to Beinn 
Heasgarnich. From here you can 
either head east to the hydro road 
or south on to the approach track to 
return to the starting point.

Grade: S.
Distance: 26Km.
Height to climb: 1470m.
Map(s): LR48, EX378.
Meet at: Glencoe CP at 0830.
Start of walk at 0930.
Leader: Rick Atkinson 01397773793.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would 
like to go on a walk, contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club
Saturday March 7, Schiehallion and 
Geal Charn, Kinloch Rannoch.
Schiehallion is well known for its 
graceful form and isolation, and 
is a distant feature from many 
viewpoints among our local hills. 

The route below climbs it from the 
W and we are travelling to the start 
by public transport, avoiding the 
150-mile drive there and back. Meet 
at Fort William Stn in good time 
to purchase return tickets for 0744 
dep to Rannoch Station, arr 0847. 
From here we take the Dial-a-Bus E 
to Kinloch Rannoch, to alight at the 
start at East Tempar at about 0940.

Start at E Tempar on the minor 
road, 3km E of Kinloch Rannoch, 
NN690575. Head S on the track on 
the E side of the Tempar Burn and 
follow it to its end below the grouse 
butts. 

Follow the line of butts NE uphill, 
beyond which the ground steepens. 
Continue on the same heading, 
avoiding crags to reach the spur at 
the foot of Schiehallion’s summit 
ridge. Turn ESE and climb it to the 
top.

Retrace steps to the spur and 
follow the NW ridge down to regain 
the track at about 500m alt.

Return to the start in time to board 
the bus at 1425.

*If the time available for this walk 
seems insu�  cient, the nearby 
Corbett Top of Geal Charn, 792m 
o� ers a pleasant alternative walk:-

Head W back along the 
public minor for 400m and turn S at 
NN687575 on to a track that leads 
uphill on the W side of the Tempar 
Burn. Follow the track up to its end 
at a ruin at 750m alt. The summit of 
Geal Charn lies 250m SW.

Train fare depends on rail card 
held. Bus costs £7 each return. Train 
dep Rannoch Station at

1512, arr Fort William at 1609.
10 km, 883m ascent
*9km, 592m ascent
Suggested by Jane Ollerenshaw
Coordinated by Gavin Theobald

Spike in interest for Oban’s 
Porcupines conference
� e Porcupine Marine Natural 
History Society will host its 
annual conference on March 14 
and 15 at the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) at 
Dunbeg.

� e event, which usually takes 
place in England, will feature many 
speakers, including representa-
tives from the Hebridean Whale 
and Dolphin Trust, St Andrews 
University Marine Mammal Unit, 
the GRAB Trust, Open Seas and 
Basking Shark Scotland.

Topics covered will range from 
the latest research, conservation 
stories, taxonomy and citizen sci-
ence, and attendees will also hear 

about some of the work currently 
being carried out at SAMS. � ere 
will also be the opportunity to 
participate in a � eld trip on Friday 
March 13 at Clachan Seil.

� e presentations include:
 � e Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust is celebrating 
25 years of marine mammal 
conservation on the west coast of 
Scotland, and its education man-
ager Pippa Garrard will speak.
 Texa Sim, a PhD student at 
SAMS, will present information 
about the behaviour of harbour 
porpoises around � sh farms.
 � e GRAB Trust’s (Group for 
Recycling in Argyll and Bute). 
Kerry MacKay from its Beaches 
and Marine Litter Project, will 
speak about its work across Argyll 

on community engagement and 
education to tackle marine litter. 
 Open Seas will talk about its 
case study from Gairloch around 
seabed protection.
 Shane Wasik from Basking Shark 
Scotland will be talking about its 
work studying feeding patterns 
and movements of basking sharks.

Bookings for the conference 
and � eld trip can be made on 
the Porcupine website http://
p m n h s . c o . u k / m e e t i n g s /
pmnhs-annual-conference.

� e cost for the two days are £80 
for Porcupine members, £90 for 
non-members, with single-day 
registration also available. 

Students pay £45 for the two days 
which also includes Porcupine 
membership for a year.

Kerry MacKay, inset, from the GRAB Trust will speak about its Beaches and Marine Litter Project.

by Roslyn Scott
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Last month I wrote about 
20/20 vision and how that 
was a measurement of the 
size of an object seen by the 
human eye at twenty feet. 
What it doesn’t tell me is how 
well you can actually see that 
object.

A good way of thinking 
about quality of vision would 
be if you placed a car number 
plate at the o�  cial 20.5 metre 
distance. On a dry clear day 
you would normally see that 
very clearly. Now, just im-
agine a bank of fog dri� ing 
between you and the number 
plate. You can still make out 
the numbers but, as the fog 
gets denser it becomes harder 
to make out the number. 
Legally, you would still meet 
the UK standard for driving 
because you can read the 

appropriate size numbers at 
the requisite distance but it 
would be a very unpleasant 
and possibly dangerous expe-
rience driving because of the 
poor quality of your vision. 

Comfortable vision is also 
another factor that is very 
di�  cult to measure. � ere are 
no tests and no numbers to 
measure or describe comfort. 
As eye-care professionals 

we have to rely on your 
description of comfort. We 
typically ask you to rate your 
experience on a scale of 0 to 
nine. � e problem then is you 
might rate your discomfort as 
a three while another person 
experiencing the same prob-
lems and level of discomfort 
could rate it as a nine.

Frequently I see patients 
who can easily recognise 
small letters when reading 
but are unable to read � uent-
ly. � ey o� en have been else-
where and told their vision 
is � ne. Likewise, I o� en see 
elderly patients who can read 
a number plate at 20.5m but 
who are an absolute liability 
when driving in poor visibili-
ty or at night. When it comes 
to vision it is not always size 
that matters.

Eye to eye with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic, 11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)     www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Quality Vision

Oban FM shout out for Rotary as donation 
moves station closer to buying trailer
Oban FM has received a 
generous donation that will 
bring it closer to buying its 
Big Day Out trailer, writes 
Harry Williamson.  

� e Rotary Club of Oban 
President Douglas Small 
presented a cheque for £780 
to Oban FM’s chairman 
Campbell Cameron to 
assist with the fundraising.

� e Big Day Out trailer 
will allow Oban FM to pro-
vide a PA system and MC 
services to events in Oban.

� anking the rotary club, 
Campbell said: ‘� e Rotary 
Club of Oban’s generous 
donation will help us to 
promote our town through 
the new trailer, our sin-
cere thanks to President 
Douglas and the Rotary 
Club of Oban.

‘Our activities in the com-
munity include o� ering PA 
and MC services to many 
events in Oban area with 
our Oban FM BIG DAY 
OUT trailer. 

‘We are working with 
the Business Improvement 
District, BID4Oban, � e 
Rotary Club of Oban, � e 
Oban Common Good Fund 
and � e Oban and Lorn 
Lions, to make Oban the 
Big Day Out among many 
who avail themselves of our 

great wee town.’
 Oban FM is planning 

its � rst big day to be St 
Patrick’s Day and will 
have a similar event for St 
Andrew’s Day later this 
year.

� e news follows a period 
of growth for Oban FM, 
which has recently appoint-
ed Karen MacCorquodale 
as its new social media 
manager to build the radio’s 
online presence through 
digital access to radio via 
mobile, smart speaker, on 

demand and podcasting. 
Social media will be a big 
tool for Oban FM, helping 
it to raise capital and rev-
enue investment through 
crowdfunding.

Debs Frary has joined 
as the organisation’s sales 
manager.

Oban FM has also been 
o� ered space in the new 
Rock� eld Centre and the 
team is working alongside 
Oban Communities Trust 
to create a media centre in 
the heart of Oban.  

Rotary Club 
of Oban 
President 
Douglas Small 
hands over 
a cheque for 
£780 to Oban 
FM stalwart 
and chairper-
son Campbell 
Cameron to 
help buy the 
Big Day Out 
trailer.

A musical tribute to Eilidh 
MacLeod is to be premiered 
in Glasgow this month.

Fergus Bryce, a music stu-
dent and award-winning pipe 
band drummer from Evanton 
in the Highlands, composed 
A Tune for a Trust as a tribute 
to Eilidh, the 14-year-old 
piper from the Isle of Barra 
who was tragically killed in 
the 2017 Manchester Arena 
bombing.  

� e piece will be performed 
at Glasgow’s National Piping 
Centre on Friday March 13 at 
7.30pm and all proceeds from 
the event will go to Eilidh’s 
Trust.

Fergus set out to compose 
a piece of music which em-
bodied hope for the future, 
positivity of youth and love 
of traditional music.  All of 
these were attributes that rep-

resented Eilidh’s life. He and 
a group of musician friends 
decided to produce the piece 

under his guidance before it 
was recorded.

Fergus, a BA Commercial 

Music student at the 
University of the West of 
Scotland, said: ‘I am really 
happy with how A Tune for 
the Trust has turned out and 
how it sounds. � e music 
is speci� cally written to be 
optimistic and looking to the 
future – something that ties 
in perfectly with the ethos of 
Eilidh’s Trust. 

‘I hope the listeners will 
enjoy the tune as much as we 
have in composing and per-
forming it and that it adds to 
Eilidh’s legacy in supporting 
music education for other 
young musicians.’

� e Eilidh MacLeod 
Memorial Trust was set up 
in 2018 to support music ed-
ucation for young people, in 
memory of Eilidh’s musical 
talent and enjoyment playing 

in the Sgoil Lionacleit Pipe 
Band.

Fergus has performed since 
he was eight years old and 
has played in a range of pipe 
bands, even making it to the 
World Championships. He 
won the the World Champion 
of Champions drumming 
trophy at the age of 19.

When tasked with pro-
ducing a piece of music for a 
university assignment, it was 
Fergus’s love of music  that 
led him to do something for 
the trust. He said: ‘Having 
been drumming and involved 
in music since I was eight, I 
have bene� ted from music 
education. 

‘Eilidh’s Trust’s ambition 
for young musicians is some-
thing that resonates a lot with 
me. � is is why I was very 
keen to support their work 
and my studies have proved 
to be the ideal opportunity to 
do this.

‘I’d like to thank everyone 
who has supported me in this 
project, including my fellow 
musicians and the National 
Piping Centre for being so ac-
commodating for my event.’

Suzanne White, founder 
and trustee of Eilidh’s Trust, 
praised Fergus and the piece 
of music he had produced.

She said: ‘What he has 
composed is a really beautiful 
piece of music which captures 
the true positivity of youth 
and ambition for the future 
– things the trust strives to 
support.

‘We look forward to the 
music event that will not only 
premiere this composition 
but will showcase a wide 
range of young musical 
talent. � is is what the trust 
is all about. 

‘We cannot thank Fergus 
enough for his support of 
other young musicians by 
boosting our work.’

New pipe tune of hope to 
support Eilidh’s Trust

Fergus Bryce holding 
the World Championship 
trophy.

by Harry Williamson
editor@obantimes.co.uk



Get the pet shampoo, cute ribbons 
and inappropriate clothing ready - 
Entry is now open for our 2020 Pet 
Idol competition. If you have a cool 
cat, pampered pooch or any other 
gorgeous bundle of fur, feathers or 
even scales, now is your chance to 
win our £300 � rst prize. That buys 
an awful lot of cat litter or you might 
even prefer to spend it on yourself 
(just don’t tell the mutt!) 

THERE WILL ALSO BE TWO 
RUNNER-UP PRIZES OF £50

How to enter

Our pet idol competition is open to all pets belonging 
to households across Argyll and Lochaber. Just take 
a snap of your pet and upload your photograph and 
details by visiting www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol 
Photographs must have been taken on or after 1st 
January 2020 (we don’t want pictures  of cute kittens 
that are now the size of Bagpuss!!)

Our Pet Idol 2020 Supplement

After you enter your pet, look out for our fantastic Pet 
Idol supplement on 2nd April. This will give you the 
chance to boast to your friends that your little fur-ball re-
ally is the cutest thing in Argyll and the West Highlands!!

Vote for your favourite

Readers will then have the serious job of voting for their 
favourite pet in the supplement. We will then break it 
down to further rounds of 100, 50, 25 and a � nal top 10. 

The pet with the most votes will be crowned our Pet 
idol champion early in June 2020 – Good luck

The closing date for entries is midnight on 
Sunday 22nd March 2020 

Terms and conditions
Wyvex Media’s Pet Idol 2020 competition is open to all pets of owners living in the circu-
lation area of the Oban Times and Lochaber Times. Photographs must have been taken on 
or after 1st January 2020. Pictures of deceased pets are ineligible. Pictures should only 
contain one pet. Readers can enter more than one pet, but each pet must have a separate 
entry. By entering the competition, you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to pub-
lish the images and details of your pet without payment for the purposes of promoting the 
Pet Idol campaign(s)/ The winning pet and owner must take part in publicity. Employees 
of Wyvex Media ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

We care about your personal information
The information gathered on the entry form will be used by us to contact you regarding the 
competition & the photo and name to enter you into the competition.  We may also email 
you at the close of the competition. We will not pass on any of the information supplied by 
you in the entry form to any third party unless you speci� cally chose to let us do so. If you 
choose not to be added to our mailing list we will destroy the information provided by you 
4 weeks after the competition winner is announced.

£ WINNERS 
PRIZE

BIT DRAMATIC, WE KNOW BUT...PET IDOL IS BACK!!

www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol

SPONSORED BY
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Tel: 07884 008237     info@a-mead.co.uk
www.a-mead.co.uk

Pleased 
to support 

Sports Relief 2020

Small Business Solutions   Tax Returns
Free Initial Consultation

Understanding your accounting software
Annual Accounts preparation

It’s time for Sport Relief again, it begins on 
Monday March 9 ending on Friday March 13, so 
pull up those shorts, lace up those trainers and 
boots, get your swimming cozzie on and join in.
You’ll feel great, have fun, and you will help people along 
the way.

The money raised by Sport Relief supports people living 
incredibly tough lives in the UK and around the world by 
tackling issues such as homelessness, domestic abuse, 
mental health stigma and child poverty. 

Did you know that Comic Relief created the � rst ever 
Sport Relief in 2002, and since then eight Sport Relief 
campaigns have raised more than £378 million?

And, since it began in 1985, Comic Relief has raised and 
invested more than £1billion. 

Rock� eld Primary School, P5 class
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...when you get a  
FREE UPGRADE  
to Glowmax with your  
next heating oil order

Trading As 

That warm 
feeling...

0345 300 8844

certasenergy.co.uk
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Mental Health has been a priority for Comic Relief’s 
funding in the UK for more than a decade by investing 
in therapeutic services; services for young people; 
campaigning and policy change work; anti-stigma and 
discrimination work; and maternal mental health. In the 
UK, and in some of the world’s  poorest communities, 
£11.7million has been spent on supporting people 
with mental health di�  culties and tackling stigma and 
discrimination.

Achievements over the last three years thanks to Comic 
Relief and Sport Relief:

• helped to vaccinate 538,400 children against deadly 
diseases in Africa.

• £7.1M has been committed to help � ght the threat of 
malaria.

• 5,076 homeless people in the UK have been helped to 
� nd safe accommodation and access services.

• £1.3M has gone to anti-tra�  cking programmes to 
help prevent the exploitation of vulnerable people 
across the world, and support the victims.

So what are you waiting for?! Join in the Sport Relief fun, 
like the talented youngsters whose work is seen here.  
Pupils were set the challenge of creating a Red Nose-
themed poster to promote businesses.

At Rock� eld Primary School in Oban, children from across 
all the classes have been at work, giving a wide mix of 
ages joining in the fun.

‘They have all enjoyed taking part,’ said Laura Fawdry, 
depute head.

To � nd out more about Sport Relief get some inspiration 
on how to raise funds at www.sportrelief.com/get-
involved
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

Members of Benderloch and 
North Connel Drama Club 
were celebrating this week 
a� er their success at the 
71st Campbeltown Drama 
Festival which took place 
last week. � e club entered 
the festival with two plays, 
Rebel Alliance and  Penguin 
Diplomacy, both by John 
Finnemore.

Penguin Diplomacy won 
the Rex Trophy for � rst place 
overall, the Campbeltown 
Drama Club Trophy for best 
stage presentation and, for 
the second year in a row, 
the Jenny Black Memorial 
Trophy for highest marks for 
acting. � e last award was 
� rst o� ered at the festival 
in 2019, when Benderloch 
were the � rst drama group 
to win it. Nicole O’Brien won 

an individual trophy, � e 
Visitor’s Quaich, awarded 
for A Moment in � eatre, 
for her depiction of Lizzie 

in Rebel Alliance. � is is 
only the second time that 
Benderloch drama club has 
attended the festival and 

winning overall entitles it to 
represent Argyll and Kintyre 
in the Scottish Community 
Drama Association western 

divisional � nal, which will 
take place at the Beacon 
Arts Centre in Greenock on 
March 28.

Performed by Sophie 
Caruana and Angus Vajk, 
Penguin Diplomacy is set in 
1948 on a rocky island in the 
South Atlantic. Bunning, a 
British diplomat arrives to 
claim the island for Britain, 
but the resident Dane, 
Sondergaard and some pen-
guins have other ideas. � e 
play can be seen at the North 
Lorn Drama Festival in 
Appin on Wednesday March 
25, with the director, Mike 

Rowell, taking the role of 
Sondergaard. Rebel Alliance 
is set at a wedding reception 
where mismatched Eileen 
and Lizzie, played by Linda 
Robb and Nicole O’Brien, are 
forced to share the table at 
the back of the room.

Both of these plays were 
written by John Finnemore 
as part of his Double Acts 
series for Radio 4 and Oban 
audiences will be familiar 
with the three other Double 
Acts that were performed by 
Benderloch Drama Club last 
year.

Rebel Alliance can be seen 
as part of the Lorn Drama 
Festival on � ursday March 
19 and in the North Lorn 
Drama Festival on March 26 
in Appin Village Hall.
 Turn to page 30 for more.

Benderloch triumph at 
Campbeltown drama fest

Angus Vajk and Sophie 
Caruana in Penguin 
Diplomacy.
Photograph: Hannah O'Hanlon
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk  
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON
THURSDAY 5TH MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church 
10am-12pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen
12.30pm
Creative Writing Group
New Hope Kitchen
2.30pm-4pm
Slimming World Fort William
Salvation Army Hall 
3:00pm, 5:00pm & 7:00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Oban Accordion & Fiddle Club
Royal Hotel 
7.30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY  6TH MARCH
Hope Kitchen Music Group
Salvation Army Hall
1pm-4pm
Parsley's Cat Cafe
New Hope Kitchen
2pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Calum Macphail
Open till 2:00am

In partnership with Oban Town 
Diary BID4oban.co.uk

SATURDAY 7TH MARCH
Parkrun
Ganavan Sands
9.30am
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Tritones
Open till 2:00am
Comunn Gàidhealch on Òbain - 
Children’s Ceilidh
Glencruitten Church Centre
7pm
SUNDAY 8TH MARCH
Morning Service - Refreshments 
follow
Salvation Army Hall
11:00am – 12:00pm
International Women’s Day 
Programme
Oban Phoenix Cinema 
Check Website for showings 
www.obanphoenix.com
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9:30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher
MONDAY 9TH MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Slimming World Fort William
Salvation Army Hall 
9.30am & 11.30am
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

Fellowship Meeting
New Hope Kitchen. 2pm
Slimming World, Lochgilphead
Union Street/Argyll Street
5:30pm & 7:30pm
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Martyn's Monday Club
New Hope Kitchen
7pm-9pm
TUESDAY 10TH MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Carers Co�ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre
10.30am-12pm
Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen
7pm-9pm
WEDNESDAY 11TH MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Slimming World, Oban
Glencruitten Church Hall
9:30am, 11:30am, 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Open Day
Greenshoots Garden
10.30am-3.30pm
Hope Kitchen Beach clean
(meet opposite the View)
10.30am
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen. 2pm

CORRAN HALLS, OBAN 
 

18th – 20th MARCH, 7:30pm 
Tickets £7 concession £6 
Season Ticket £18 & £15 

  

Box office 01631 567333  
Scottish charity number: SC025659  

Luing panto gives 
fairytale a twist
Tickets are on sale now for 
Luing's 2020 panto.

Luing Amateur Dramatic 
Society proudly presents 
its take on a fairytale 
favourite, Snow White and 
the curse of the Ice Queen.

The curtain will go up at 
Cullipool Village Hall on 
Friday March 13 at 7pm 
and on Saturday March 14 
at 2.30pm and 7pm.

Tickets, priced £5 
for adults and £2 for 
under-16s, are available by 
calling 01852 314121 or by 
popping in to Luing Stores, 
or call 01852 314276.

�is year’s Lorn Drama festi-
val will take place over three 
nights, from March 18-20, in 
the Corran Halls.

�e festival continues to be 
supported by local clubs and 
those from further a�eld, with 
Accent players making  the 
trip up from Campbeltown.

�e festival gives amateur 
actors and directors the op-
portunity to take the audience 
to di�erent places and tell a 
wide variety of stories, some 
unashamedly comic, others 
more serious.

It also allows creative writ-
ers to try their hand at writing 
for the stage and the festival 
is pleased to be awarding the 
Drama Festival Quill for the 
best original script, written 
by, or for, the clubs and in its 
�rst production. �is award 
continues to encourage clubs 
and local writers to produce 
interesting and original work 
for the festival.

One original script will be 
performed this year. Fork 
in the Road is a comedy 

written by Seil Drama Club 
member John Coulson, 
which will be performed by 
the club. Another comedy 
in the festival will be staged 
by Benderloch and North 
Connel Drama Club, per-
forming Rebel Alliance, by 
John Finnemore. �is follows 
the success of English for 
Pony lovers and Hot Desk 
last year. Finnemore is well 
known for comedy writing 
for �e Now Show and the 
award-winning series Cabin 
Pressure.

Benderloch is also present-
ing 13a, 13b, a play set on a 
�ight to Rome, written by 
another favourite writer of 
the club, Peter Souter, who 
wrote Stream, River, Sea and 
�at’s Mine, �is is Yours, 
both of which were extremely 
well received at festivals in 
the past few years.

Taynuilt Drama Society is 
performing dramatic works. 
�e play for adults is an 
extract from Anastasia by 
Marcelle Maurette, which 

was adapted for the BBC. �e 
juniors are performing �e 
Terezin Promise by Celeste 
Raspanti. Set in Prague in 
1945, at the end of the Second 
World War, it tells the story 
of how a teenage survivor of 
Terezin concentration camp 
�nds hundreds of drawings 
recording the lives of the 
children who passed through 
the camp. A wartime theme 
is also used in World War 
Two, performed by Lochnell 
Primary School. �is play 
with music describes the 
experiences of children in 
an air raid shelter and those 
waiting to be evacuated to the 
country.

Benderloch Juniors will 
stage Can You Hear the 
Music, by David Campton, 
which is also a dramatic piece 
set in a lo� where six mice 
discuss their dreams and life 
in general.

All these plays can be seen 
at the Corran Halls between 
March 18-20, at 7.30pm. Call 
01631 567333 for tickets.

What a drama!
Nicole O’Brien, right, and Linda Robb from Benderloch and North Connel Drama Club in 
Rebel Alliance, which they will be performing at the festival. Photograph: Hannah O'Hanlon

XpoNorth is On The Road
�e annual Inverness-based 
XpoNorth, Scotland’s leading 
creative industries conference 
and showcase, is gearing up 
for its annual creative show-
case from June 24-25.

But before then, XpoNorth 
is  On the Road, with all ses-
sions free to attend.

Meet a selection of the 
XpoNorth team for an in-
formal overview of its Sector 
Support programmes for the 
creative industries, giving 
businesses, organisations and 
individuals engaged in the sec-
tor the chance to discuss how 
XpoNorth can most e�ectively 
support new and existing 

networks. �ere will also be a 
spotlight on XpoNorth 2020 
and a preview of some of the 
key themes.

On �e Road will be in Oban 
on Tuesday March 10 at 
the Corran Halls and  Fort 
William,  Wednesday March 
11, �e Nevis Centre, 
both from 6pm-8.30pm; 
Stornoway,  Tuesday April 
21,  An Lanntair in part-
nership with University 
of Highlands and Islands, 
time TBC;  Skye,  Wednesday 
May 6,  Sabhal Mor 
Ostaig, 6pm-8.30pm.

All events are free but to 
register, visit xponorth.co.uk
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Care for a Cèilidh 
Too long had passed since I 
last performed at a Care for a 
Cèilidh, so Donnie 'Maroot' 
MacLeod kindly invited me 
along to his latest outing to 
Milngavie Manor Care Home 
last Saturday a� ernoon. 

As I arrived, Donnie had all 
the residents gathered round 
and singing You Are My 
Sunshine. Another resident 
(slightly late down from her 
room) joined the company 
at the same time as me and 
Donnie stopped singing to 
remark that normally people 
leave when he starts singing 
rather than arrive! 

He then introduced Helen 
MacInnes from South Uist 
to the stage who sang a 
Waulking song and a set of 
Puirt a Beul, explaining each 
style of music to the audience. 

Wallace Calvert, who’s 
grandmother is a resident, 
played a tune on the cello and 
then a set on the concertina – 
or the 'squeeze box' as one of 
the residents called it. 

I then gave a few tunes on my 
slightly bigger 'squeeze box' 
and sang the old Highland 
Voyage classic, Maggie Ann 
from Clachnabrochan, much 
to the bemusement of the 
audience. 

It was a privilege to be in-
volved in a Care for a Cèilidh 
again, to see the smiles on the 
faces of the old folk, the sta� , 
and the performers, and to 
witness once again the amaz-

ing work Donnie does to 
bring music and craic to care 
homes all over the country.   

Glasgow Islay 
announce line up
� e Glasgow Islay Association 
Annual Gathering will take 
place this Saturday (March 7) 
in Glasgow University Union. 

Iseabail MacTaggart is 
in the chair and the artists 
are Angus Darroch from 
Bowmore, Lynn MacDonald 
from Portnahaven, Ruairidh 
MacLennan, Mod Gold 
Medalist, Clarkston 
Community Choir, � e 
Islay Pipe Band, and the 
Association Piper, Pipe Major 
Andrew McCowan. 

� e concert begins at 
7.30pm and tickets are £10 
or £8 with a student card. 
As always, the concert is fol-
lowed by a dance at 10.30pm, 
with accordionist Eilidh 
MacFadyen (from Tiree) and 
her band. 

A concert and dance combo 

ticket can be bought for £15. 
Tickets are available on the 
evening, via the Glasgow 
Islay facebook page, or by 
contacting Iona Darroch on 
ionadarroch@yahoo.co.uk 

Comunn An Taobh 
an Iar send-o�  
� e � nal cèilidh of this 
session will be the very last 
for the Comunn An Taobh 
an Iar as the association is 
having to wind down due to a 
lack of members to carry the 
association forward. 

I have sung at a couple of its 
events over the years and I’m 
sure I’m not the only one who 
will be sad to see the end of 
the association. 

Next week, I plan to include 
a section in the Glasgow 
Letter as a testimony to the 
history of the association. 

Its closing concert is on 
March 19 in the Ellangowan 
Social Club, Milngavie, and 
I am sure it will be a � tting 
send o� . 

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 5 A’ Mhairt 
THURSDAY 5 March
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Eorpa/European Current 
A� airs 
21:00 Cum Greim! (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Seoid a’ Chidsin S4 
22:30  Fo Ghlas/ Worlds Toughest Prisons (rpt)
23: 15 Dhan Uisge (Easdale )(rpt)
23:25 Eadar Chluich(rpt)
23:30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIHAOINE  6 A’ Mhairt 
FRIDAY 6th March
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là – News 
19:25 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 Togaidh Sinn Fonn (rpt)
20:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20:30 Thar na Loidhne (rpt)
21:00 Opry an Luir (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Eadar na Dha 1918-1935/Clash 
of Futures:1918-1935 
22:50 Dhan Uisge (Easdale) (rpt)
23:00 Seirm – Celtic Connections (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 7 A’ Mhairt 
SATURDAY 7 March
13 :50 ÙR/NEW: International Friendly – 
Scotland v Iceland
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 

17:45 An Là – News 
18:00 A’ Bhriogais Chearr/ Wallace & Gromit in 
the Wrong Trousers (rpt)
18:30 Machair (rpt)
18:55 Binneas – Na Trads – Tide Lines (rpt)
19:00 Leugh Mi (rpt)
19:30 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19:35 ÙR/NEW: Womens Six Nations Rugby – 
Scotland v France 
21.40 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Seirm – Celtic Connections 
23:00 Al Capone (rpt)
23:55 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
00:00 Belladrum 2019 (Highlights)

DIDÒMHNAICH 8 A’ Mhairt 
SUNDAY 8 March
16 :00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18 :15  An La – News
18:30 Seachd La – News Review 
19:30 Alleluia (rpt)
20:00 Eorpa (rpt)
20 :30 Fuine S5 (rpt)
21 :00 Ionad Hiort – Oir an Dochais (rpt)
22 :00 Seirm – Celtic Connections (rpt)
23 :00 Eadar na Dha : 1918-1935/Clash of 
Futures :1918-1935 (rpt)
23 :50 Eadar Chluich (rpt)

DILUAIN 9 A’ Mhairt 
MONDAY 9 March
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Thar na Loidhne/Crossing the 

Line 
21:00 Trusadh- Croitearean Leodhais(Next 
Customer Please) (rpt)
22:00 Tiree Music Festival – Skerryvore (rpt)
22:30 ‘San Fhuil / Its in the Blood (rpt)
23:30 Seoid a’ Chidsin S4 (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 10 A’ Mhairt
TUESDAY 10 March
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 Binneas – Na Trads(Duncan Chisholm) 
(rpt)
19:10 An Là – News
19:20 ÙR/NEW: International Friendly – 
Scotland v Northern Ireland
21.30 Fuine S5 (rpt) 
22.00 Trusadh - Croitearean Leodhais(Next 
Customer Please)  (rpt)
23:00 Fraochy Bay(rpt)
23:05 Togaidh Sinn Fonn/Join in The Music 
(rpt)
23:30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 11  A’ Mhairt
WEDNESDAY 11  March
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 An t-Eilean/From Skye with Love (rpt) 
21.00 ‘San Fhuil/Its in the Blood (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Scottish Premiership – St 
Mirren v Hearts

Helen 
MacInnes, 
Wallace 
Calvert, 
yours truly, 
and Donnie 
Maroot at 
a Care for 
a Cèilidh in 
Milngavie 
Manor Care 
Home.

Call for music inspired by 
Scotland's natural world
A new national competition 
was launched on Sunday 
(March 1), calling on musi-
cians of all genres – whether 
rock, rap, folk, classical, or 
anything in between – to 
show their love of nature 
by writing music inspired 
by the coasts and waters of 
Scotland’s beautiful nature 
reserves.

Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) and Fèis Rois have 
partnered up for the � rst time 
for this Scottish contest to 
entice people to connect with 
nature through music.

Called In Tune with Nature, 
the venture will be judged 
by a panel of well-known 
faces from the Scottish music 
industry, including Julie 
Fowlis, Vic Galloway, Gill 
Maxwell, and Karine Polwart, 
and it will form part of the 
celebrations for the Year of 

Coasts and Waters 2020.
Stuart MacQuarrie, SNH’s 
Head of Nature Reserves, 
said: '� ere’s so much to be 
inspired by on our nature 
reserves, particularly during 
the Year of Coasts and Waters 
2020. We have such an amaz-
ing variety of marine wildlife 
and seabirds in Scotland, as 
well as stunning beaches, 
lochs and rivers. It’s hard not 
to be inspired by such beauty.

'Music and nature have so 
much in common – we can’t 
wait to hear what people come 
up with to make us see these 
special places in a new light.'

Fiona Dalgetty, chief ex-
ecutive of Fèis Rois, added: 
'We are thrilled to be collab-
orating on this new project 
with SNH. Musicians have 
an invitation here to make a 
creative response to the cli-
mate challenge a� ecting our 

natural heritage in Scotland 
today.’

Musicians aged 16 and over 
are invited to compose a piece 
of music inspired by one of 
10 national nature reserves 
across Scotland. Winners 
will receive a £500 cash prize, 
as well as the opportunity to 
take part in live performances 
throughout the year. Each 
winner will also make a � lm 
on the nature reserve which 
inspired their music with a 
professional � lm-maker.

Entries can be in any style 
of music and may or may not 
include lyrics. References to 
local culture, language and 
tradition are encouraged. 
New Gaelic songs are particu-
larly encouraged in the Beinn 
Eighe and Creag Meagaidh 
areas, as are songs written in 
Scots and regional dialects in 
other areas.



Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.scot or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: info@obanfm.scot
MONDAY:  8am-12pm:  Breakfast with 
Stephen, 12pm-3pm: Sounds of the '60s 
with Bob G, 3pm-5pm: Clyde 2, 5pm-7pm: 
Drive time with Marcus, 7pm-8pm: Rosie's 
Highland Fling, 8pm-9pm: John McLuckie 
Show, 9pm-10pm: David Cullen Show, 
10pm-12am: Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Ken Hunter, 
1pm-3pm: Macky on Fm, 3pm-5pm: Mental 
Health, Musings with Mer, 5pm-7pm: Drive 
times with Bob G, 7pm-8pm: Highest Praise 
with Stuart Chalmers, 8pm-9pm: Sounds 
Scottish with Archie Cameron, 9pm-12am: 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Comfort Zone with 
Lesley, 1pm-3pm: Doug Carmichael lunch 
show, 3pm-5pm: Clyde 2, 5pm-7pm: Drive 
time with Campbell, 7pm-9pm: Country 
meets Rock and Roll with Ken or Len, 
9pm-11pm: Gordon's Grooves, 11pm-12am: 
Clyde 2
THURSDAY:  8am-11am: Breakfast with 

Andy & Sarah, 11am-3pm: Molly's Mix, 
3pm-7pm: Drive time with Stephen, 7pm-
9pm: Christine's Collection, 9pm-10pm: 
Anne's Ceilidh, 10pm-12am: Margo till 
Midnight
FRIDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with Laura, 
10am-1pm: Teeny and Tiny, 1pm-5pm: 
Clyde 2, 5pm-6:45pm: Drive time with 
Jim Lynch, 6:45pm-7pm: Sports View, 
7pm-8pm: Country meets country with 
Jackie Craig, 8pm-10pm: Peter Rainnie, 
10pm-12am: Clyde 2
SATURDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Saturday morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 1pm-6pm: Clyde 
2, 6pm-7pm: Sports view with the 
dream team, 7pm-8pm: Sounds Scottish 
with Archie, 8pm-10pm: Dave Lewis, 
10pm-12am: Margo till Midnight
SUNDAY: 9am-11am: Sunday Morning with 
Breege, 11am-1pm: Sunday brunch with 
Allan, 1pm-7pm: Clyde 2, 7pm-9pm: New 
Country with Dave and Murdo, 9pm-11pm: 
Drum and Bass with Graham Scott

Crossword
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9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

Across

1 Venom (6)

4 Quartz variety (6)

9 Flooding water (7)

10 Lowest grade of nobility (5)

11 Shade of yellow (5)

12 Shift (7)

13 Storage battery (11)

18 Rigging supporter (7)

20 Spacious (5)

22 Empty of people (2,3)

23 Hard to miss (7)

24 Easy going (6)

25 Cooling-off period (3,3)

Down

1 Movement (6)

2 Guffaw (5)

3 French mansion (7)

5 Walk (5)

6 Roof supported by columns (7)

7 Leaser (6)

8 Noblewoman (11)

14 Plenty (7)

15 Type of paint (7)

16 Indigenous (6)

17 Southern European shrub with fragrant 
white flowers (6)

19 Centre of an amphitheatre (5)

21 Works (5)
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Acclaimed musician and 
composer Hamish Napier has 
launched his third album, 
� e Woods, exploring and 
celebrating the ancient for-
ests of his native Strathspey.

Hamish’s third record fol-
lows his critically acclaimed 
albums � e River (2016) 
and � e Railway (2018). � is 
release takes him beyond the 
midpoint of his 10-year jour-
ney to create his Strathspey 
Pentalogy – � ve albums of 
new compositions inspired 
by his homeland, each repre-
senting the classical elements 
of water, � re, earth, wind and 
aether.

� e Woods was com-
missioned by Cairngorms 
Connect, a partnership of 
neighbouring land managers 
committed to a bold and 
ambitious 200-year vision 
to enhance habitats, species 

and ecological processes 
across a vast area within the 
Cairngorms National Park.

� e Woods is a beautiful 
folk tune cycle. � rough the 
album’s 21 tracks, which 
incorporate 28 new tunes 
and pieces, Hamish explores 
the inter-connected � aura 
and fauna, folklore, legends 
and characters of Scotland’s 
native wild forests.

In a true exploration of 
woodland and its connection 
to the past and present, there 

is a track on the album for 
every letter of the Scottish 
Gaelic tree alphabet (related 
to the Ogham alphabet), 
which was traditionally 
taught with reference to 
native trees and shrubs.

A variety of moods and 
tempos re� ect the character 
of each native tree. � ere 
is a heady mix of jigs, reels, 
marches and slow airs. � e 
cheerful mood of the leaves 
of the ash tree are captured in 
an upbeat polka called Venus 
of the Woods, while the dark, 
twisted elm tree, used to 
make co�  ns, is transformed 
into a lament, � e Tree of the 
Underworld.

� e forest lives and 
breathes through the music 
– recordings of saws and axes 
chopping wood, birdsong, 
forest wind, ice clinking in 
Loch Garten and the call of 

woodland stags are all woven 
into the tracks by maverick 
engineer and co-producer 
Andrea Gobbi.

� rough � e Woods, 
Hamish relives the days of his 
youth spent among the trees 
and his strong connection 
with the woodlands. 

He said: 'My work is about 
celebrating my homeland, 
� nding hidden gems and sto-
ries in the surrounding land-
scape. � e Woods is an album 
of identity. I have loved every 
moment exploring my native 
languages, music, folklore 
and the natural environment.

'I’m very grateful to 
Cairngorm Connect for the 
opportunity to celebrate this 
very special place that I am 
lucky enough to call home.'

� e Woods is released on 
March 20, and will be availa-
ble in CD and digital formats.

Hamish goes back to roots for third album

Oban Pride teamed up with 
Oban Phoenix cinema and 
the Lorne Bar on Saturday 
night to hold an all-singing, 
all-dancing extravaganza to 
get this year's fundraising 
e� orts o�  to a lively start, 
writes Fiona Scott.

A special screening of the 
Rocky Horror Picture Show, 
hosted by the e� ervescent 
Crystal, kick-started an 
evening of fun during which 
the audience were encour-
aged to buy 'prop' bags and 
join in with the movie.

Organiser Phill Dexter said: 
'� e Oban Pride Committee 
was delighted with the turn-
out and loved the e� ort many 
people had gone to dress up.   
It was a fun experience for 
all.'

A� erwards the party con-
tinued at the Lorne Bar where 
Dragoake with Crystal and 
DJ George Noble kept every-
one dancing the night away.

'� e atmosphere in � e 

Lorne was fantastic and 
everyone had a brilliant 
night, celebrating and raising 
funds for Oban Pride,' added 
Phill. 

'Again the numbers in 
attendance and the support 
the Oban Pride is receiving is 
fantastic and we can't thank 
everyone enough.'

� e evening raised around 
£700 which will be added to 
the current funds.

Some grants have already 

been received, including a 
grant from � e Big Lottery 
Fund and Bid4Oban to help 
cover the costs of this year's 
Pride event, which will take 
place on Saturday May 30 at 
the Corran Halls.

'� e committee feels it is 
extremely important to keep 
Oban Pride a free family 
community event and this 
funding helps achieve our 
goal,' said Phill.

� ere are many ways to 

support Oban Pride, from 
donating funds, donating 
ra�  e prizes, decorating shop 
windows, to volunteering on 
the lead up to Pride or on 
Pride day itself.

A meeting for volunteers 
will be held on � ursday 
March 12 (7pm) in the hall of 
St John's Cathedral for any-
one interested in helping out.

Businesses or organisations 
which would be interested 
in supporting Oban Pride 
should contact the committee 
at ObanPride@gmail.com 
and it can send out more 
information.

On Pride Day itself there 
will be a community area 
with stalls manned by or-
ganisations which support 
LGBTQ+ rights o� ering 
information and advice.

Pride supporters have 
� lm fun at fundraiser

The Pride committee were 
delighted with the e� ort 
many went to with their 
costumes for the event.

SC001282

Comunn Gàidhealach an Òbain
Cèilidh na Cloinne (Children’s Cèilidh)

Saturday 7th March 2020
Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban, 7pm

Admission: £6.00
Featuring: Artistes from local primary & secondary schools

     Singing • Poetry
Oban High School Trad Group • Piping • Dancing

Fear an Taighe: Duncan MacNeil
Tea and home baking

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Inveraray Inn
Wednesday 
11th March
At 7.30pm

Guest Artistes
Graeme Mitchell & his SDB

Supporting players most welcome
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Inveraray club night is real winter warmer
Chairman Niall Iain 
MacLean welcomed a 
reasonable crowd to the 
February meeting of the 
Inveraray and District 
Accordion and Fiddle Club, 
all due to a welcome gap in 
the wintry weather.

Supporting players 
were Fyne Folk with Jake 
MacKay and Alex John 
MacLeod on � ddles and 
Agnes Liddell on keyboard.  
Also playing were Calum 
MacDonald on accordion; 
Janet Graham on accordi-

on, accompanied by Agnes; 
Stuart McKeown on accor-
dion; Jim McMillan on vo-
cals and guitar; and Jake on 
‘moothie’ accompanied by 
Agnes.   � ey delighted the 
audience with an excellent 
varied selection.

Guest artistes were Neil 
MacMillan and his band, 
with Neil on lead accordi-
on, Jack Delaney on second 
accordion, June Meikle 
on � ddle and Ian Muir on 
keyboard.  

� ey played a well-

ehearsed programme with 
Neil, Jack and Ian swapping 
roles from time to time and 
a nice couple of sets by June 
on � ddle – all very accom-
plished musicians.

� e chairman thanked 
all the artistes for a de-
lightful evening and next 
week (Wednesday March 
11) the club welcomes 
well known band leader 
Graeme Mitchell from 
Aberdeenshire – paying his 
� rst visit to Inveraray - and 
his Scottish Dance Band.

Neil MacMillan and his Scottish Dance Band were this month's guests in Inveraray

ADVERTISE ON SCREEN
WHAT BETTER WAY TO ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS OR PROMOTE YOUR UPCOMING EVENTS
THAN IN YOUR LOCAL CINEMA!

GET YOUR ADVERT ON
THE NEWEST FILM OF THE WEEK

YOUR ADVERT COULD BE SEEN BY OVER

700 PEOPLE A WEEK!

PLANS AVAILABLE TO SUIT YOU
BY WEEK
BY MONTH
3 MONTH PLAN (BEST VALUE)

GET IN TOUCH: marketing@obanphoenix.com

CHARITY AND LOCAL GROUPS RATES AVAILABLE

What's On
This Week

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.

Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

KIDS CLUB
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
£3 A TICKET FOR ALL

HOH SCREENING
ENGLISH SUBTITLES ON SCREEN FOR THE
HARD OF HEARING

SILVER SCREEN
EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON
£3 FOR THOSE 60 & OVER

PARENT & BABY
A CHANCE FOR NEW PARENTS TO SEE THE LATEST
FILMS WITH BABY (UP TO 1 YEAR OLD)
SOFTER VOLUME AND LIGHTS LEFT ON

TUESDAY 10TH MARCH
Onward | PG 12:00 /16:45
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 17:00
Emma. | U 19:15
David Copperfield | PG 19:15

MONDAY 9TH MARCH
Onward | PG 12:00/16:45
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 17:00
Emma. | U 19:15
David Copperfield | PG 19:15

SUNDAY 8TH MARCH
Onward | PG 13:00/15:30
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 13:30
Emma | PG 15:45
SheXtreme | 15 Int. Women's Day 18:00
Her Century | PG Int. Women's Day 18:30
Home | 12A Int. Women's Day 20:00
Parasite | 15 20:00

SATURDAY 7TH MARCH
Dolittle | PG 11:30
Onward | PG 12:00/14:30/17:00
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 13:45/16:00
David Copperfield | PG 18:15
Parasite | 15 19:30
Emma. | U 20:45

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH
Onward | PG 12:00/15:00/15:30/17:30
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 18:00
Parasite | 15 20:00
Emma | PG 20:15

WWW.OBANPHOEN IX .COM | 0163 1 5 6 2 9 0 5
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | SCOT T I SH CHAR I T Y NO . SCO4240 7

SEE MORE AT OBANPHOENIX.COM

PARASITE
WEEKEND 6 - 8 MARCH + 12TH & 14THWEEKEND 6 - 8 MARCH + 12TH & 14TH

WINNER
4 OSCARS - 2 BAFTAS

A FILM BY BONG JOON HO

A QUIET PLACE
PART I & II
SEE IT AT OBAN PHOENIX
MARCH 18TH
PART I: 18:15
PART II: 20:15
TICKETS SOLD SEPARATELY

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY

JOIN US AT OBAN PHOENIX CINEMA ON
8TH MARCH FOR THREE FILMS CELEBRATING WOMEN IN FILM!
SHEXTREME - 6PM (DOCUMENTARY)
WOMEN IN EXTREME SPORTS

HER CENTURY - 6:30PM (ARCHIVE FILM)
RARELY-SEEN FILMS FOLLOW WOMEN'S HISTORIES
THROUGH 100 YEARS OF FILM MAKING IN SCOTLAND

HOME - 8PM (DOCUEMNTARY)
THIS DOCUMENTARY FOLLOWS UK ADVENTURER SARAH OUTEN AS SHE
TRAVELS THE WORLD DURING HER LONDON-2-LONDON: VIA THE
WORLD EXPEDITION.

16TH & 19THMARCH

WEDNESDAY 11TH MARCH
Onward | PG 12:00 /16:45
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 17:00
Emma. | U 19:15
David Copperfield | PG 19:15
THURSDAY 12TH MARCH
Onward | PG 12:00/17:00
Parasite | 15 14:30
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 17:15
Emma. | U 19:30
David Copperfield | PG 19:30
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Hot on the heels of selling 
more than 1,000 copies of his 
Orwell book, Luing author 
Norman Bissell’s publishers 
have just wrapped up a deal 
to have it translated into 
Turkish.

Barnhill, the telling of 
George Orwell’s struggle 
to � nish writing Nineteen 
Eighty-Four on the isle of 
Jura and now on to its second 
run, has caught the eye of the 
far-a� eld publisher.

� e book, all 255 pages of it, 
will be now translated word 
for word, says Mr Bissell, 
who was awarded a Creative 
Scotland Artist’s Bursary to 
research and write it.

'� e Turkish publisher 
perhaps sees a market for the 
book about Orwell in Turkey 
because of the change that has 
been taking place there with 

President Erdogan becoming 
more powerful. � at's my 
theory anyway, although I've 
nothing to back that up.'

Mr Bissell said he was 
not aware of any particular 
Orwell fan base in Turkey but 
there could be.

'I'm not sure of any times-

cale   for the translation; it'll 
take some time I should 
think. It would have to be a 
full transcription because it's 
one continual narrative, any 
cuts and it wouldn't work.

It is not the � rst time that Mr 
Bissell's work has been trans-
lated. He once wrote a short 
essay some years ago that 
was a memoir about meeting 
Scottish poet Kenneth White 
who lived in France – it was 
translated into French.

Luing has just started a new 
chapter of its own, launching 
a book club at the Atlantic 
Islands Centre. 

� e latest book of the 
month is His Bloody Project, 

a historical crime thriller 
by Graeme Macrae Burnet, 
who by coincidence will be 
introducing Mr Bissell at 
the Aye Write! festival in the 
Mitchell Library, Glasgow,on 
� ursday March 19 at 6pm.

On Saturday May 30, from 
10am to 4pm, Mr Bissell will 
be at an event in Rothesay 
called Dystopias, George 
Orwell and Scottish Islands 
in Bank of Ideas. 

� e venue is 17 High Street 
and he will be joined by 
Alan Riach, Christopher 
Priest, Nina Allen and Ken 
MacLeod.

And Tayvallich Village 
Hall will be hosting a George 
Orwell on Jura talk on Sunday  
June 28 at 5pm.

More dates for the George 
Orwell on Jura events can 
be booked by visiting � e 
Touring Network Tourbook 
at tourbook.live/tours/
george-orwell-on-jura-8673.

Orwell book set for 
Turkish translation

Norman Bissell's book on 
George Orwell's struggle 
to � nish 1984, Barnhill, is to 
be translated into Turkish.

Oban-based 
Ceòl an Aire 
to launch EP
Oban-based trad band Ceòl 
an Aire are set to launch 
their new feel-good EP 
Doubles.

Re� ecting their roots 
on the west coast, and 
projecting an underlying 
sense of ease and a thirst 
for life, the EP's driving 
rhythms, Highland pipes 
and big rock-inspired drum 
and bass sounds has resulted 
in undeniably catchy tunes 
with an infectious, upbeat 
style.

� e captivating vocals 
of Clare Jordan (vocals, 
piano) are paired with the 
powerful sounds of Ruairidh 
Morrison (box), Ewan 
Macdonald (guitar, bass, 
piano), Alastair MacLean 
(pipes, � utes, whistle), 
Struan � orpe (pipes, � utes, 
whistle) and Darren Brown 
(drums), to create a range of 
sounds, shi� ing from fast 
tunes to slow Gaelic song.

Doubles will be available 
on Saturday March 21 on CD 
and for digital pre-sale. It 
will be released digitally on 
Saturday March 28.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk



FARMING  35Thursday 5 March 2020

BOOK YOUR 
TICKETS

NOW!
YOU’RE INVITED TO THE 

SCOTTISH RURAL 
AWARDS 2020

AT THE GLASGOW HILTON 
2ND APRIL 2020

A GLITTERING BLACK-TIE GALA 
DINNER AND AWARDS CEREMONY, 

HOSTED BY OUR FAVOURITE 
FARMER COMEDIAN, JIM SMITH

Book your tickets at
www.scottishruralawards.org

Or call 0131 551 7936

Oban Papers Ad.indd   1 28/01/2020   15:07:42

This winter seems to have gone on 
forever and spring cannot come 
fast enough for us all.

The prolonged wet weather – 2020 
had the wettest February since 
records began – has seen all kinds of 
delays for crops and livestock, not to 
mention all the news about Brexit. So 
it is no wonder everyone is looking 
forward to the warmer, longer and, 
hopefully, drier days.

A lot of farms are reporting there is 
still plenty of ploughing to be done.

Now is the time to be looking 
forward and preparing for the best 
possible start for the busiest part of 
the farming year.

An Argyll customer has just 
taken delivery of a new Hurlimann 
Prestige tractor, says David Tunstall 
of Tunstall Tractors Ltd in Cumbria. 
The fi rm has been selling, servicing 
and repairing new and second-hand 
tractors since 1984 and now offers 
Steyr, Hurlimann, Zetor and Solis 
tractors.  

David says that Czech fi rm 
Zetor continues to be a customer 
favourite for the quality fi nish, low 
running costs and depreciation, high 
performance and an interest-free 
fi ve-year fi nance offer this spring. 

‘As well as an excellent offer like 
this, we are fi nding that quality used 
tractors are becoming very sought 
after. Premium used tractors continue 
to sell well; as new tractors are 
becoming increasingly expensive,’ 
David added.

Hedge cutting ban reminder
From March 1 as the bird nesting and 
rearing season begins, until August 
31 a closed period comes into force 
that places a ban on cutting and 
trimming hedges and trees due to 
cross-compliance requirements, with 
exceptions for sowing some crops and 
road safety.  

Spring Farming 

IN STOCK
New Zetor tractors now with 5 year 0% � nance, o� er ends 31st march 2020
QUALITY USED ZETOR TRACTORS
17 reg Cyrstal 160, Duetz 6cyl, full suspension, front links, PTO.................£51000
65 reg Forterra HSX 120, Sigma loader .............................................................. £38000
64 reg Forterra HSX 120, Sigma loader, cab suspension .............................. £34000
13 reg Forterra 135, Sigma loader .........................................................................£31000
14 reg Forterra HSX 140, cab suspension ...........................................................£33000
11 reg Forterra 125, Sigma loader .........................................................................£29500
59 reg Forterra 115, Traclift loader ........................................................................£27500
64 reg Proxima Power 120 ...................................................................................... £29000
11 reg Proxima Plus 105 ........................................................................................... £22000
09 reg Proxima Power 95, Traclift loader ........................................................... £25000
67 reg Proxima HS80, as new .................................................................................£33000
Also new Hurlimann & Solis tractors in stock,view on website
MACHINERY
Now is the time to do a deal on new Grassland machinery, we have new 
Malone mowers & tedders in stock. Also Galfre rakes & tedders & new 2 drum 
mowers. Supplies look like being tight this year so best to buy early.
New Marshall MS60, 75 & 90 rota spreaders in stock, keen prices! 
New Fleming MS1000 rota spreaders big tyres ................................................. £5750
Choice of 8 used rota spreaders  from ...................................................................£1250

Many other tractors & machinery in stock, view online at 
www.tunstalltractorscom
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S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

CHEAPEST FOR YEARS. Guaranteed finest quality large square, 
round or small conventional bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer 

or smaller rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u

u
    

One call could save ££’s. Special 
offers especially on inside round 

straw  &  SMALL BALE HAY. 

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE?

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

C
A
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1975 

Around the markets

TIREE – United Auctions 
on Tuesday February 25 
sold 219 store cattle and 44 
farrow and in-calf cows. 
Bullocks sold to £1,160 for a 
582Kg HerX from A and A H 
MacPhail, Clachan to average 
£824.38 per head (+£14.71) 
and to 253p/kg for a 297kg, 
AAx from I C Brown, 6 
Barrapol to average 221.40p/
kg (+ 3.26p/kg). Heifers sold 
to £1,150 for two, 557Kg, AA 
crosses from A J MacLean, 
Heylipol Farm to average 
£701.11 per head (+£40.13) 
and to 255p/kg for three, 
345kg Char crosses from A J 
MacLean, Heylipol Farm to 
average 212.11p/kg (+6.67p/
kg). � e sale was eventually 
held a� er being cancelled 
twice due to unfavourable 
weather conditions. Regular 
buyers were in attendance 
and all classes of stock were 
cleared at satisfactory levels 
comparing favourably to 
trends being obtained at 
principal mainland centres.
Principal prices per head
Bullocks – AAx - £1,030(4), 
£1,000, Heylipol Farm; £900, 
Hillcrest. BSx - £810(4), 24 

Balephetrish. BRBx - £705(3), 
Ruaig. BAx - £745(2), 
Lochphuil. CHARx 
- £1,090(4), £1,085(2), 
£1,020(5), Heylipol Farm; 
£1,005(3), 3 Kenovay; £1,005, 
£970(2), Heylipol Farm; £960, 
Hillcrest. HEx - £1,160(3), 
£1,150, £1145, £1,140(3), 
Clachan. LIMx - £1,110, 
£1,025(6), £1010(2), Heylipol 
Farm; £965, Middleton 
Farm; £950(2), 3 Kenoay. 
SALx - £830, £820, £805, 
8 Cornaigbeg. SHx - £790, 
Main Road. SIMx - £870, 
Ruaig; £825, Ardeas; £820, 
Skipinnis.
Heifers – AAx -£1,150(2), 
£1140(2), £990, £900, 
Heylipol Farm; £800, 
Hillcrest. BAx - £815, 
Lochphuil. CHARx - 
£960(2), £950(3), £900(3), 
Heylipol Farm. LIMx 
- £1,140, £940(4), £930(3), 
Heylipol Farm. SALx - £705, 
Main Road.
SIMx - £750, 10 Crossapol.
Bullocks per Kilo – AAx – 
253p, 234p (3), 6 Barrapol; 
234p, 12 Crossapol; 237p, 
236p, 6 Barrapol; 234p(4), 
230p, Heylipol Farm; 230p, 

Hillcrest. BRBx – 245p, 8 
Barrapol; 244p(3), Ruaig. 
BAx – 236p(2), Lochphuil. 
CHARx – 241p(4), 238p(2), 
236p(2), 234p(2), 233p(2), 
Heylipol Farm. HERx – 
211p(2), 210p(3), Clachan. 
LIMx – 250p, 2 Heylipol; 
248p, Skipinnis; 244p, Ruaig; 
240p(4), 235p, Heylipol 
Farm; 235p, 2 Heylipol; 
232p(2), 230p, Heylipol 
Farm. SALx – 241p(2), 
8 Cornaigbeg; 240p(2), 
6 Crossapol; 240p(2), 8 
Cornaigbeg. SIMx – 249p, 
Ruaig; 240p, 10 Crossapol; 
235p, 2 Heylipol ; 235p(2), 3A 
Caolis; 233p, Ruaig; 232p, 10 
Crossapol.
Heifers per kilo – AAx 
– 236p, 6 Barrapol; 210p, 
Hillcrest. BRBx – 214p, 
Ruaig. BAx – 217p, 
Lochphuil. 
CHARx – 255p(3), 250p(3), 
237p(3), 229p(2), Heylipol 
Farm. LIMx – 245p, 244p(3), 
237p, Hillcrest; 234p(3), 
Skipinnis; 233p(3), Heylipol 
Farm; 232p(2), Hillcrest; 
230p(2), 2 Heylipol. SALx – 
226p(2), 6 Crossapol. SIMx 
– 227p, Lochphuil.

Farrow Cows:
Per Head – AAx - £1,040 
– Hillcrest; £1,010, 31 
Balephetrish. CHARx - 
£1,070, Ruaig. LIMx - £1,140, 
£1,100, Heylipol  Farm.
Per Kilo – 180p, Croish; 
147p, 134p, Heylipol Farm; 
133p, Hillcrest; 132p, Croish; 
130p, Heylipol Farm.
Incalf cows:
LIMx - £1,010, Heylipol 
Farm. SALx - £1,020, 6 
Crossapol. SIMx - £1,030, 
Heylipol Farm.

LOCHMADDY – Dingwall 
and Highland Marts Ltd on 
Tuesday February 25 sold 91 
store cattle and nine OTM.
Bullocks (44) averaged 
216.6p and sold to 270.8p per 
kilo for a 240kg Limousin 
cross from 10 Hougharry, 
Lochmaddy and £1,040 
gross for a 510kg Limousin 
cross from 4 Tigharry, 
Lochmaddy.
Heifers (47) averaged 209.0 
and sold to 252.0p per 
kilo for a 250kg Limousin 
cross from 9 Malaglate, 
Lochmaddy and £940 
gross for a 395kg Limousin 

cross from 16 Tigharry, 
Lochmaddy, and also for a 
480kg Limousin cross from 7 
Tigharry, Lochmaddy.
OTM cattle (9) averaged 
107.6p and sold to 142.9p 
per kilo and £900 gross 
for a Limousin cross from 
Hastain, Lochmaddy.
Other leading prices per 
head and per kg:
Bullocks 250 – 300kg – 15 
Tigharry, Lochmaddy, £650, 
224.1p; 301 – 350kg – 3
Creagorry, Benbecula, 
£880, 258.8p; 351 – 400kg 
– 16 Tigharry, £990, 25.9p; 
401 – 450 – 1 Knockline, 
Lochmaddy, £1,030, 16 
Tigharry, 235.7p; over 451kg 
– 16 Tigharry, £990, 210.6p.
Heifers up to 250kg – 10 
Hougharry, £540, 221.3p; 
251 – 300kg – 15 Tigharry, 
£660, 10 Hougharry, 237.0p; 
301 – 350kg – 16 Tigharry, 
£730, 7 Sollas, Lochmaddy, 
219.4p; 351 – 400kg – 15 
Carinish, Lochmaddy, £800, 
16 Tigharry, 238.0p; over 
400kg – 4 Tigharry, and 1
Knockline, £900, 4 Tigharry, 
222.2p.
LOCHMADDY – Dingwall 

and Highland Marts Ltd on 
Tuesday February 25 sold 173 
store sheep of all classes.
Lambs (82) averaged £56.02 
and sold to £74 gross for a 
pen of Su� olk crosses from 6
Rhuban, Eriskay.
Ewes (61) averaged £58.80 
and sold to £90 gross for a 
pair of Su� olk crosses from 
15 Liniclate, Benbecula.
Feeding sheep (30) averaged 
£46.37 and sold to £80 gross 
for a Beltex cross ram from 4
Hacklett, Benbecula.
Other leading prices per 
head:
Lambs: Cross – 6 Rhuban, 
£70; Chev – 15 Liniclate, 
Creagorry, £69; Su� X – 
Failte, Berneray, £65; TexX 
– 6 Rhuban, £64.
Ewes: Chev – 2/3 Clachan 
Sands, Lochmaddy, £88; 
Cross – 9 Aird, Benbecula, 
£88.
Feeding sheep: TexX wdr – 
20 Rushgarry, Beneray, £74; 
Chev ram – 6 Dunganichy,
Benbecula, £68; Chev wdr – 
16 Liniclate, Benbecula, £65; 
Cross wdr – 3 Creagorry,
Benbecula, £63; BFL ram – 4 
Hacklett, Creagorry, £60.

The latest prices paid for livestock at Tiree and Lochmaddy



Independent Audi, Porsche & BMW specialists
We can deliver all you would expect from a franchise 
dealer and more.  Not only do we achieve that, we 
can save you up to 30% on labour cost!
Regardless whether your car is a lease car, personally 
owned, new or old or still under manufacturer’s 
warranty we can take care of it. 
We deal directly with most major motor groups 

including Arnold Clark, Peter Vardy, Macklin Motors 
and Evans Halshaw to name a few.
We have built our � rst class reputation over the last 
thirteen years and would like to invite you to visit any 
of our websites and view our 5 star Google reviews. 
We strive to deliver you a � rst class service coupled 
with top quality workmanship on every occasion 

and promise to deliver you unbeatable value for 
money.
It has now been � ve years since we introduced our 
“West coast Driver campaign”.
As this has been tremendously successful for us and 
we would like to grow our customer base further in 
the west coast area. 

Our current West coast campaign 
consists of the following options

1.  Call and make your booking. Visit us on 
the day of your appointment and wait 
with a co� ee whilst your car is being 
looked after. Continue on with your day.

2. Call and make your booking. Visit us on the 
day of your appointment, collect your free 
courtesy car and go about your business. 
Collect your car at the end of the day. 

3. Call and make your booking. Visit us on 
the day of your appointment, collect your 
free courtesy car and return home to the 

West Coast. We will deliver your car home 
to you and collect the courtesy car for an 
additional fee of £50.00.

4. Call and make your booking. Visit us on the 
day of your appointment, if you are going 
on holiday and � ying between Monday – 
Friday, between 8am - 5pm we would be 

more than happy to drop you at Glasgow 
airport and make further arrangements 
for your return. 

Visit our websites for more information or 
give our service desk a call and speak with 
Veronica, Andrew or Andy  who will happy to 
assist.



T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes and 
models considered. Also touring caravans and 

statics, instant decision, same day payment.
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Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com 

ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and 
free collection all types of of 4x4 
vehicles double cab and single 
cabs pickups shogun landrover 

defenders Isuzu Landcruiser Navara 
l200 Toyota Hilux discovery any 

vehicle considered old or new any 
condition running or not high miles 
rotten chassis over heating top price 
paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and 

commercial vans and trucks.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Telephone 07786 864877

SKODA YETI ELEGANCE 1.6 DIESEL
2014 49,000 miles, Side 
step and towbar, roof 
bars and rails, £30 road 
tax, Any trial welcome, 
Can be delivered at a 
cost. VGC, Excellent 
runner, 4 new tyres

£7150   

Telephone 07768 280010

BMW 125D  M-SPORT 2-DOOR HATCHBACK
8-speed semi-auto & 
paddleshift, 218bhp 
60mpg  41000 mls. Full 
service history   Winter 
tyres

£14,500   
Finance 
available

Telephone 07786543773

DERBI TERRA ADVENTURE 125CC 2016
Learner legal adventure 
style 125cc. Excellent 
condition, superb bike. 
Registered 25/7/16. 
Only 4,200 miles.

MOT till 24/7/20. 
Serviced, new battery. 

£1,850   

COLVIC COUNTESS 28
1992, beam
10’1, draft 3’8
GRP hull+deck 
Lister Alpha 
20hp inboard
Bilge keel

Tel 07801 590235
£4,999
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CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or condition we 
can make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, engine problems, 

farm used, accident damaged, mot failures etc.
WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 

FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor 

homes, campers etc, high 
mileage, MOT failures or damp, 

all considered, any make or 
model, will travel. 

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc
and all 4 x 4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and

non runners/MOT failures, High Mileage
etc considered. Best prices paid.

Will collect.

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

Tel: 01546 603865 (Ardrishaig)

ABBEY VOGUE GTS 416 CARAVAN

Includes Dishes, Plug in Cable, Kettle, Gas, 
Toaster, Motor Mover, Cutlery, New Carpet, 
Radio. Basically ready to go.  Must be seen.

£3,500

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Telephone 0131 6601061

TOYOTA HILUX, 2013, 2.5
35+mpg,139,000 miles, total 
rebuilt gearbox, new clutch, 
new intercooler, timing belt 
been done, refurb wheels, 
any trial welcome on/o�  
road, in VGC, drives and runs 
perfect with no faults, can 
be delivered at your cost,
Price dropped to sell
£7,500 no VAT

Telephone 07464619228

2015 FORD FOCUS TITANIUM TDCI
Hatchback, Manual, diesel.

A fantastic clean well looked after 2 owner car that runs like a 
dream. Mileage is 96,600 and MOT due 26 July 2020.

Price £6900



S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

COME AND MEET OUR DEMONSTRATOR XTR 
THIS WEEKEND AT TESCO OBAN

HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

� ere’s never been a bet-
ter time to upgrade your 
pick-up, thanks to Isuzu’s 
exclusive spring deal, which 
o� ers great discounts across 
its multi-award-winning Isuzu 
D-Max range.

� e professional pick-up spe-
cialist is giving pick-up owners 
wishing to trade-in their old 
truck up to a generous £2,000 
towards the purchase price 
of a brand new Isuzu D-Max, 
which is capable of towing up 
to three-and-a-half-tonnes and 
has the bene� t of a � ve year / 
125,000 mile warranty, plus 5 
year UK and EU roadside as-
sistance. � e discount applies 
in exchange for any make, any 
age and any model of pick-up, 
whether yours is simply feeling 
a little unloved, has seen better 
days, or has started to become 

the butt of your mates’ jokes.
Isuzu UK Head of Marketing 

George Wallis added: “� is 
amazing We Want your Pick-
up campaign gives consumers 
the opportunity to get up 
to £2,000 towards the latest 
award-winning Isuzu D-Max 
models. We’re expecting huge 
demand hence why the o� er is 
while stocks last. Once they’re 
gone, they’re gone. � e com-
bination of the most awarded 
Pick-up with an award-win-
ning o� er means there truly 
has never been a better time to 
buy an Isuzu D-Max.”

� e award-winning Isuzu 
D-Max, has won WhatVan? 
Pick-up of the Year for 2020 
(3rd year running). � e 
award-winning Isuzu D-Max 
had a successful 2019, being 
crowned ‘Pick-Up of � e 

Year’ at the Commercial Fleet 
Awards (2nd year running) 
and ‘Pick-up of the Year’ 2019 
from Pickup & 4x4 Pro, ‘Best 
Working Pick-Up’ for 2019 by 
Professional Pick-Up & 4X4 
magazine, ‘Best Workhorse 
Pick-Up’ for 2019 by Trade 
Van Driver (7th year running) 
and Van/Truck Brand of the 
year 2019 by On � e Tools 
(2nd year running).

� e o� er is available until 
31 May 2020 and while stocks 
last. It applies to retail custom-
ers only purchasing Business, 
All-Purpose or Adventure 
models. For more information 
on the terms and conditions 
and how to take advantage 
of the deal, come to the S&S 
Services roadshow at Tesco 
on Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th 
March.

IRRESISTIBLE SPRING TRADE-IN 
OFFER WITH S&S SERVICES

ISUZU D-MAX XTR

Features and specifications may vary in appearance and/or availability.

S & S Services Isuzu

O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for 
comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact us or visit isuzu.co.uk. 

21888 Isuzu XTR HP Ad_AW.indd   1 05/12/2019   15:04

01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX



*Terms of Offer: 50% deposit followed by the remaining 50% paid in one payment after 12 months. Credit available subject to status to UK residents aged 18 and over. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only. 
Not available in conjunction with any other offers. This credit offer is only available through Subaru Finance provided by International Motors Finance Limited, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited 
number of lenders who may be able to provide funding for your vehicle. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to these lenders. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.04.2020.  ̂ Additionally for added reassurance the traction 
battery (Lithium-ion) is covered by an 8 year / 100,000 mile Warranty (whichever is sooner). All vehicle bodywork is covered by a 12 Year Anti-Corrosion Warranty and paintwork is covered by a 3 Year / 60,000 miles (whichever is sooner) Warranty. Added reassurance is 
provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance Programme valid in the UK and Europe only. OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. 

The multi award-winning Forester e-BOXER. You can expect the same 5-star safety, 
go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that our SUVs are renowned for; with the 
added benefits of battery-based power. And all without the need to plug in to recharge.

S & S Services
01292 844296
www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DISCOVER MORE AT

W B Spicer, W J Spicer & D Spicer, trading as S & S Services
is a credit broker and not a lender. 

Subaru Forester 2.0i XE e-BOXER

0% APR
50% DEPOSIT
50% DUE IN 1 YEAR*

ALL-NEW FORESTER
SELF-CHARGING 
HYBRID.

Vehicle shown is a Forester 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic, OTR price of £39,545. 
Model shown price includes optional special paint finish at £550.

SUBARU FORESTER e-BOXER fuel economy (WLTP) and CO2 results (NEDC Correlated): Combined 34.7mpg, CO2 emissions 154g/km. Fuel consumption figures are determined according to the WLTP test cycle. Mpg figures are official EU test 
figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results. CO2 figure shown is based on the outgoing NEDC test cycle & will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only compare fuel consumption & CO2 figures with 
other cars tested to the same technical standard. Fuel consumption achieved in real life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.

27749 Subaru Q1 2020 Forester e-BOXER Dealer 5050_4.indd   1 14/01/2020   17:00

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

AWARD WINNING DEALER 
COMES TO TESCO OBAN

Come to our roadshow and view the cars!

Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th March

ORDER 
YOUR
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Ormsary Farmers 

Vehicle Maintenance 
Manager

A vacancy has arisen for a qualified motor 
vehicle engineer to maintain a fleet of cars, 
estate vehicles and vintage cars, together with 
some seasonal servicing and maintenance 
of private boats. There will be a requirement 
for driver/courier service when required.
The successful candidate will be self-
motivated and will be required to maintain 
relevant records, control stocks of spares and 
equipment and keep excellent garage facilities 
functioning to a high standard.

If you wish to discuss the role or apply, please 
send a CV to James Lithgow, Ormsary Estate 
Office, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8PE or email 
enquiries@ormsary.co.uk

We are seeking an enthusiastic team player 
to assist in coordinating shore excursion 
services for cruise ships visiting Oban.  Our 
ideal candidate must possess good local 
knowledge, organizational and interpersonal 
skills, communicate effectively, and be flexible.  

This job will only be on an occasional basis 
and will involve outdoor pier side work (5 dates 
total during the 2020 summer season). 

Please email CV and cover letter by 
Thursday 12 March 2020 to Felix Lopez at 
flopez@europeancruise.no   

Job description available upon request. 
Interviews will be held in Oban on Wed 18 
March 2020.

Oban Cruise 
Operations – 

local representative
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SITE SUPERVISOR 
We are recruiting for an experienced Site 
Supervisor to join our team in Argyll & Bute. 
The candidate should have a background in 
Construction. 

Full Time/Permanent position, available for 
immediate start. 

CV with references to 
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or call 
01546602989.

GENERAL LABOURERS
We are recruiting for General Labourers in 
the Oban area. Construction experience is 
desirable but not essential. 

Full Time/Permanent position, available for 
immediate start. 

CV with references to 
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or call 
01546602989
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TELEHANDLER OPERATIVE – 
OBAN 
We are recruiting for a qualified Telescopic 
Handler to fill an available position on 
Dunbeg Housing Development in Oban. Full 
Time/Permanent role, available for immediate 
start. 

Please send CV with references and relevant 
certificates to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk 
or call 01546602989.

Crear Weddings
are recruiting full & part time 
housekeeping, waiting staff & 

general assistants.
Accommodation available.

Please email julie@crear.co.uk 
or call 01880 770369

Leiths (Scotland) Ltd are looking to recruit for 
the following positions based at
Highland Lime, Fort William: -

CONCRETE BATCHER
You will be responsible for carrying out 
concrete batching operations, routine 
maintenance works, product quality 
assurance and record keeping. You will also 
be required to carry out general quarry duties 
as required.

QUARRY OPERATIVE
You will be responsible for operating the Mill 
House and carrying out other general quarry 
duties as required. 
Candidates for both positions would ideally 
have industry related experience and 
knowledge of quarrying operations, be a 
versatile, flexible and an accommodating 
working who has a clean driving licence and 
would be available to commence employment 
at the earliest opportunity.  
If you wish to apply to join our team, please 
download an application form
from our website 
www.leiths-group.co.uk/careers
and submit to 
recruitment@leiths-group.co.uk
Leiths Group are an Equal Opportunities Employer 

Delivery driver
We are a thriving and long established food 

distribution business covering the West coast 
and most of the Inner Hebrides.

Due to pending staff retirement and 
increasing workload, we wish to recruit a 
smart, reliable, resourceful and customer 

focused driver for our delivery runs around 
Argyll, Lochaber and the islands. Occasional 

stores work may also be required.
Ideal candidates would have a class II licence 

and CPC, or, be a van driver looking to 
undergo paid driver training to Class II

Early starts and manual 
handling skills are essential.

Please apply with CV and covering letter 
to Eric Walton, Waltons of Oban, 13 

Lochavullin Road, Oban, PA34 4PL. Or 
email to eric@waltonsofoban.co.uk

Waltons
of

Oban

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your next job in 
the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app



Visit hijobs.net
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KITCHEN MANAGER
If you are a versatile chef, have management experience 
in developing and running a busy kitchen and have a 
passion for creating menus from locally sourced produce, 
then we need to speak with you! This is an exciting 
opportunity to build a small kitchen team of like-minded 
people, passionate about food and providing a positive and 
enthusiastic customer experience.

Seasonal Staff
Looking for something fun, lively, and in a great area of Scotland 
over the summer season? We require dedicated individuals to 
work at the brand-new Highland Cinema in Fort William. We 
are looking for positive, friendly, hard-working people to make 
pizzas and keep our bar and restaurant running smoothly 
during the busy summer season. Full and part-time positions 
available from May. Competitive pay, a share of tips, and other 
‘perks’ such as meals and cinema tickets. Accommodation 
avai lable i f  required.

FRONT OF HOUSE STAFF
Are you a positive, friendly, person who would like to 
become part of our Front of House team? If so, this is a 
brilliant opportunity for you to join us at the launch of The 
Highland Cinema. We are looking for both shift leaders, 
bar, and waiting staff for full and part-time positions.

FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER
This is a rare opportunity to build a team from the 
beginning at this stunning new Fort William Bar and 
Café. We need you to have experience of purchasing and 
managing budgets and have basic computer literacy. But 
more than this, we are looking for a person to help put The 
Highland Cinema firmly on the map, with a reputation for 
first class service.
 

KITCHEN STAFF
Do you have experience of working in a successful, busy 
kitchen? This is an exceptional opportunity for you to join 
a small team of like-minded people who are passionate 
about food and local produce. We are looking for shift 
leaders and kitchen assistants to cover full and part-
time positions. Competitive pay, a share of tips, and other 
‘perks’ such as meals and cinema tickets.

Volunteer Ushers
Are you a local resident with a passion for all things 
film? Maybe you’d like to become part of our team of 
volunteers at The Highland Cinema! Ushers must commit 
to a minimum of two shifts a week. In exchange, you will 
enjoy the films being shown, a delicious meal each time 
you volunteer, and the chance to be a part of this exciting 
project right from the launch! Please email us to register 
your interest.

Our mission is for The Highland Cinema to become the creative centre of 
Lochaber. Providing a fun, vibrant and entertaining hub for local people and 
visitors to the West Highlands. The aim is to offer an excellent cinema and 

exceptional café, in beautiful surroundings full of Highland hospitality.

More details can be found on our website www.highlandcinema.co.uk   
closing date for applications is 31st March 2020.

MEDIA SALES

Fish Farmer magazine has been part of the aquaculture 
scene for over 40 years and is known and respected in 

Europe and across the world. 

Our success lies in understanding our market and delivering 
quality editorial and a strong commercial presence. 

We are seeking to recruit for a media sales role. 
So if you are a motivated sales professional then we would 

like to hear from you. 

You will be selling online and print advertising in Fish Farmer 
as well as attending trade shows in the UK and abroad. 

Key skills include excellent time and territory management, 
plus the ability to work well under pressure and deliver a 

consistent sales performance to tight deadlines. 

Experience in media sales and/or an understanding of the 
aquaculture industry would be advantageous as would an 

equivalent background in B2B sales. 

The position is based in our Edinburgh or Oban office.

To apply please email a copy of your CV, present salary and a 
covering letter to Brian Cameron at 

recruitment@fishfarmermagazine.com

Edinburgh or Oban

Magazine

£ GENEROUS
BASIC + ENHANCED

PENSION+ BONUS£
Fish Farmer magazine has been part of the aquaculture scene for over 
40 years and is known and respected in Europe and across the world.

If you are a motivated sales professional 
then we would like to hear from you.
You will be selling online and print advertising in 

Fish Farmer as well as attending trade shows in the 
UK and abroad.

Key skills include excellent time and territory management, plus the 
ability to work well under pressure and deliver a consistent sales 

performance to tight deadlines.

Experience in media sales and/or an understanding of the aquaculture 
industry would be advantageous as would an equivalent background 

in B2B sales.

The position is based in our 
Edinburgh or Oban office.

Please email a copy of your CV, present salary and a covering letter to 
Brian Cameron at

recruitment@fishfarmermagazine.com

Established 1977

Editor
Industry leading magazine and website

Edinburgh or Oban office

Competitive Salary + Benefits

MEDIA SALES

Fish Farmer magazine has been part of the aquaculture 
scene for over 40 years and is known and respected in 

Europe and across the world. 

Our success lies in understanding our market and delivering 
quality editorial and a strong commercial presence. 

We are seeking to recruit for a media sales role. 
So if you are a motivated sales professional then we would 

like to hear from you. 

You will be selling online and print advertising in Fish Farmer 
as well as attending trade shows in the UK and abroad. 

Key skills include excellent time and territory management, 
plus the ability to work well under pressure and deliver a 

consistent sales performance to tight deadlines. 

Experience in media sales and/or an understanding of the 
aquaculture industry would be advantageous as would an 

equivalent background in B2B sales. 

The position is based in our Edinburgh or Oban office.

To apply please email a copy of your CV, present salary and a 
covering letter to Brian Cameron at 

recruitment@fishfarmermagazine.com

Edinburgh or Oban

Magazine

£ GENEROUS
BASIC + ENHANCED

PENSION+ BONUS£

As Editor you will be responsible for managing the day to day production of 
the print title “Fish Farmer” as well as sourcing and contributing news to the 
website and associated social media. Industry experience or B2B experience 

would be preferred, but not essential - you may be a talented journalist or 
editor looking to move into a B2B role.

The applicant will be commercially minded, and close liaison with the sales 
team will be required.

The role involves writing and commissioning articles, working closely with 
freelancers, contributors, trade bodies and an editorial advisory board to 

implement ideas and recognise commercial opportunities across a variety of 
platforms.

There will be a degree of international and UK travel 
and attendance at trade events.

Driving licence essential.

Apply with CV, covering letter and current salary to:
jobs@fishfarmer.com
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FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr Garry Todd has 
registered their croft The 
Dell, Kilmore and Kilbride 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by November 
13, 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C6789.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT 

Mrs Shona McVean Sinclair 
Campbell has registered 
her croft, Loch Awe View, 
Stronmilchan (Grazing 
Share), in the Parish of 
Glenorchy & Innishail on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 28 November 
2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C6859.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT 

Mary Keith has registered 
her croft Keills, Isle of Jura 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by November 
19, 2020.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home.

The croft registration 
number is C6733.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT 

Mr Alan Munro MacCorquodale 
has registered their croft Port 
Ramsay (share), Port Ramsay, 
Lismore & Appin (being a croft 
by virtue of s.3(5)(a) of the 
Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993) 
on the Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration may 
apply to the Scottish Land 
Court by 19 November 2020.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The croft 
registration number is C6836.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mr Max Bonniwell has 
registered their croft South 
Ledaig Croft, Ardconnel, 
Kilmore and Kilbride on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by November 
19, 2020.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C6830.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
CONSTRUCTION AND REMOVAL OF CABLE, 

LOCH CRERAN, ARGYLL
Notice is hereby given that Scottish Association for Marine Science has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under 
Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of HVDC Cable 
Deployment at:

Cost                     £4800
 Location Latitude Longitude

 Loch Creran, Argyll 56˚ 31.794’ N 005˚ 23.486’ W
  56˚ 31.457’ N 005˚ 23.364’ W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Oban 
Public Library, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AL.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in 
respect of the application should be made in writing to: 
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 
Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference:  
07165 and Scottish Association for Marine Science. 
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (MS-LOT) determine 
applications for marine licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine and 
Coastal Access Act 2009. During the consultation process any person having an interest in 
the outcome of the application may make representation to MS-LOT. The representation may 
contain personal information, for example a name or address. This representation will only be 
used for the purpose of determining an application and will be stored securely in the Scottish 
Government’s official corporate record. Representations will be shared with the applicant 
and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, any people or organisations that we consult 
in relation to the application and, where necessary, be published online, however personal 
information will be removed before sharing or publishing.
A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/marine/
PrivacyNotice. If you are unable to access this, or you have any queries or concerns about 
how your personal information will be handled, contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@
gov.scot or Marine Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria 
Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Forest Investment Opportunity: Cnoc 
Odhar, Argyll

Off ers Over £1.2m
An excellent opportunity to acquire 226.67 hectares of commercial conifer forest on 
the Kintyre Penisula near the port of Campbeltown.  Property comprises of a varied 
age structure including 86.28ha of 1-10yrs, 95.94ha of productive conifer aged 32-
42yrs, 13.11ha of land for restocking & 31.34ha of open land, broadleaf & riverside. 
The property contains substantial volumes with future timber revenue. A windfarm 
exclusivity agreement is in place with excellent option payments being negotiated. The 
property can be found at Grid Reference NR 665 154

For further information contact enquiries@jrobindixon.co.uk tel: 01880 821 133

West Coast PROPERTY

FOR SALE
REF: CM(16)

4 Ardross Street, Inverness IV3 5NN
T: 01463 236 977
E: inverness@g-s.co.uk

We value property
g-s.co.uk

• Passing Rental: £41,500 per annum 
• NIA: circa 467.69 sq m / 5,035 sq ft

Office Investment 
Carn Mor House, Glen Nevis Business Park,  
Fort William PH33 6RX

CLOSING DATE:  
12 Noon, Wednesday 18th March 2020

• Site extending to circa 0.70 Acres /0.28 Hectares

Development Land 
Site 3, Glen Nevis Business Park,  
Fort William PH33 6RX

BAR/RESTAURANT FOR SALE

WHISKY MACS
CAMPBELTOWN

On the market as the owners 
have retired after 25 years.
Fully equipped and ready to 
trade.

• Two lounge bars
• Function room
• Fully equipped kitchen 
   and bar areas

Offers over £169,000
All enquiries to Mactaggart Property 01586 552317

mail@mactaggart-property.co.uk
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Reference Number

20/00784/FUL

20/00852/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal. 

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of 15m mast, formation of 
compound and associated equipment.

Siting of holiday letting unit

Land 3235M NW Of Kinloch Castle
Isle of Rum

Tramore, Badabrie, Corpach

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr Charles Self has 
registered their croft 
Mossfield, Isle of Coll 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by November 
19, 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
A0416

PROPOSED DIVISION OF 
TENANTED COMMON 

GRAZING SHARES
Mrs Shona McVean Sinclair 
Campbell is applying to 
divide the tenancy of the 
grazing shares pertaining 
to the croft at Loch Awe 
View, Stronmilchan (grazing 
share), Glenorchy & 
Innishail, into 2 new crofts.
Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@croft ing.gov.scot 
within 28 days from the 
date of the advert.

APPOINTMENT OF 
GRAZINGS COMMITTEE

Airds, Kirkton & Balindeor

A meeting of shareholders 
for the above common 
grazings will be held for 
the purpose of electing a 
new Grazings Committee.

Golf Clubhouse, Taynuilt

18th March 2020

7pm

Donald M Harrison 
(Grazings Clerk)

2nd March 2020

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

DG Anderson
10 Airds Bay, Ardchattan 
& Muckairn
0.076 ha – Existing house 
site
100098

Written comments from 
any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the croft 
and any expressions 
of demand for the croft 
(which may be made 
public), may be sent to 
the Crofting Commission 
by 03/04/2020. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW – 
info@crofting.gov.scot

Our privacy notice is 
available at 
www.crofting.scotland.
gov.uk/privacy-policy or 
on request.
Full details at www.
crofting.scotland.gov.uk 

Multiple Sclerosis 
Therapy Centre (Oban) Ltd

AGM
Will be held on 6th April 2020 At 7pm
In the Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre 

(Oban) Ltd
Glencruitten Road, Oban, Argyll PA34 4PU

Telephone: 01631 566602
e-mail:oban.msc@btconnect.com

NOTICE  TO  
SCOTT WILLIAM WATSON

Court ref. no. FTW-A22-19
An action has been raised in Fort William Sheriff 
Court by CALLUM JAMES SMITH, calling as 
a Defender SCOTT WILLIAM WATSON whose 
last known address was The Old School House, 
Glenuig, Lochailort, PH38 4NB.  If Scott William 
Watson wishes to defend the action he should 
immediately contact the Sheriff Clerk at Fort 
William Sheriff Court, High Street, Fort William, 
PH33 6EE from whom the service copy Initial 
Writ may be obtained.  If he fails to do so decree 
may be granted against him. 
Kevin John Douglas, Solicitor 
Gair & Gibson LLP 
Solicitors 
7&9 Newmarket Street
Falkirk
FK1 1JY

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 -13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to 
Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, 
your Local Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/00765/MIN Periodic Review of Mineral Planning Permission 

(Determination of conditions to which Mineral 
Permission is to be subject – ROMP First Review) 
for Sand and Gravel Extraction Works – Previous 
Reference: 03/00238/MIN

Benderloch Quarry, Benderloch, 
Oban, Argyll And Bute 

20/00341/PP Construction of footpath and extension to 
culvert (off the A849)

Land Opposite Bridge Cottage, 
Lochdon, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute

20/00108/PP Erection of telecommunications equipment 
compound with 15.5 metre high lattice tower 
and associated works

Land South West Of Beinn Bheag, 
Gruline, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And 
Bute 

20/00253/PP Erection of 4 dwellinghouses (amendment to 
planning permission 19/00182/PP)

Phase 3 Proposed New Houses 
Imeraval, Port Ellen, Isle Of Islay, 
Argyll And Bute

20/00269/PP Change of use of land for siting of pod for 
holiday let purposes and installation of septic 
tank

Land Approx 130M South West Of 
Ballinaby Farm, Gruinart, Isle Of 
Islay, Argyll And Bute

20/00242/PP Erection of two 11kW wind turbines (24.8 
metres high to blade tip)

Land North East Of Tarbert Lodge 
(approx 50M South Of Existing 
Turbine), Tarbert, Isle Of Jura, 
Argyll And Bute

20/00306/PP Temporary stockpiling of demolition materials 
arising from on-site works

Bunnahabhain Distillery, 
Bunnahabhain, Isle Of Islay, Argyll 
And Bute, PA46 7RP

20/00228/PP Change of use from Class 9 House to Class 7 
Guest House consisting of 5 letting bedrooms 
with car parking provision for 7 vehicles.

Stonefield, Bridgend, Isle Of Islay, 
Argyll And Bute, PA44 7PX

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council 
receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all 
Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2017 – NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 21

Planning Application Reference Number: 19/00765/MIN
Proposed development at: Benderloch Quarry, Benderloch, Oban, Argyll And Bute
Notice is hereby given that an environmental report has been submitted to Argyll and Bute Council by 
Breedon Northern Ltd relating to the submission in respect of:- Periodic Review of Mineral Planning 
Permission (Determination of conditions to which Mineral Permission is to be subject – ROMP First 
Review) for Sand and Gravel Extraction Works – Previous Reference: 03/00238/MIN.
A copy of the environmental report and the associated documentation may be inspected during office 
hours in the register of planning applications kept by the Planning Authority, at Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW and by reviewing the submission details on the Council’s public access 
website.
Hard copies of the ROMP application, EIAR and Non-Technical Summary can be obtained from Dalgleish 
Associates Limited at the following address at a cost of £100. Electronic copies on CD are available at a 
cost of £20 each. Copies of the Non-Technical Summary in hard copy or electronic format are available 
for free on request. 
Dalgleish Associates Limited, Mineral and Planning Consultants,1 Sinclairs Street, Cathedral Square, 
Dunblane, FK15 0AH. Telephone: 01786 822339 email: willie.booth@dalgleishassociates.co.uk
Any person who wishes to make representations to Argyll and Bute Council about the environmental 
statement should make them in writing within 30 days beginning with the date of this notice to:  
Argyll and Bute Planning Department, Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW
25 February 2020
Tim Williams, Area Team Leader
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PUBLIC MEETINGS
NEW ISLAY VESSEL 

Public meetings have been arranged to engage with 
the Islay and Jura communities on the requirements 
and specification of a new ferry to operate between 
Kennacraig and Islay. The ferry is the next major vessel to 
be ordered for the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Service.

Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd  
Municipal Buildings, Fore Street, Port Glasgow PA14 5EQ

01475 749920 | operations@cmassets.co.uk 
cmassets.co.uk

Monday 23 March 2020, 5.30pm to 7.30pm
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle (ICCI), Bowmore

Tuesday 24 March 2020, 5.30pm to 7.30pm
Ramsay Hall, Port Ellen

The meetings will include a 30-minute presentation 

followed by a Q&A with representatives from  

Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited (CMAL), CalMac  

and Transport Scotland.

Communities are invited to attend their local meeting:

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

LEWIS OWEN
Following a family naval tradition, Lewis successfully 
completed training as a member of the RN Reserves at 

the Royal Navy Training Establishment, HMS Raleigh, 
Plymouth, earlier in February this year. Lewis who is currently 
in his third year of a BA (Hons) in History and Archaeology 
at the University of the Highlands and Islands, is from Oban 

and is a former member of Oban Sea Cadet Corps.

Call 
01631 

568000
Celebrate your 

Graduation

Only 

£24
inc.VAT

Happy 21st Birthday 

Cara
Love from 
all the family
X

BICYCLES
GENTS RALEIGH 
MOUNTAIN BIKE - Very 
good condition. Rarely used. 
(Tarbert), £70.00 Telephone 
07507 093239
BIKE TROLLEY/TRAILER 
- with large open box. Rarely 
used, £25.00 Telephone 01546 
603245

BUILDING / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POT - for older house, 
large, black, straight, new, 
1x28x38cm, £75.00 Telephone 
07831 259990
LADDER/STEP LADDER - 4 
way folding ladder/step ladder. 
15.4 � . Aluminium. Rarely 
used. Includes 2 platform 
planks, £40.00 Telephone 01546 
603245
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POT - for older house, 
large, black, straight, new, 
2x60x38cm with curved top, 
£75.00 Telephone 07831 259990
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS - for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colour, £40.00 
Telephone 01631 564578

CAMPING & CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT
SPRAYWAY OCTANE30 
RUCKSACK blue. Ideal for D of 
E. Used once £15.00 Telephone 
01546 603245

CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES
MOONBOOTS - Campri. 
Black with white logo. Size 
9-10. Brand new in original 
packaging, £10.00 Telephone 
01546 603245
MOONBOOTS - Campri. 
Size 11-12. Worn once. In 
packaging, £8.00 Telephone 
01546 603245

DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES
AEG DOUBLE OVEN - 
Brushed Stainless Steel, in good 
order, £80.00 Telephone 01631 
730323
TABLE TOP ELECTRIC 
OVEN - and grill with 
instruction book. Very clean, 
used only 2/3 times. A� er 6pm, 
£30.00 Telephone 01631 562175
CARMEN SALON STYLER 
- Carmen Salon Styler hood 
type hair dryer. VGC, £10.00 
Telephone 07867 624679

DOMESTIC PETS
WEST HIGHLAND CROSS 
PUPS - Ready now, can deliver, 
£200.00 Telephone 01586 
810223 or 07746 779402
HUNGARIAN WIREHAIRED 
VIZSLA PUPPIES - KC 
Registered. � ese dogs have 
wonderful temperaments, very 
trainable, make good family 
pets and or gun dogs, both 
parents working. Ready March 
17, £1,000.00 Telephone 01506 
854822 or 07951 817581

EQUESTRIAN
STRADA VIENNA 
DRESSAGE SADDLE - Black 
Strada Vienna Dressage 
Saddle, I Fit with 24 mm 
panels.
In very good condition and 
very comfortable. Please phone 
or email. I can bring it to you 
to try it on your horse, £850.00 
ono Telephone 01855 811227
BLACK DRESSAGE 
SADDLE - Reactor panel 
Avant Garde 16.5 inch, wide 
� t black dressage saddle, 
fully adjustable, £1,500.00 
Telephone 07834806335

FIREARMS
FIREARMS FOR SALE - 
Franchi Alcione One 12B O-U 
M-C, as new £600, Bettinsoli 
Universal Game 20B O-U 
M-C, new £900, Telephone 
07990886646

FURNITURE
HOTPOINT 8KG WASHING 
MACHINE - 1600 spin. Buyer 
upli� s, £50.00 ono. Telephone 
01586 550075
PARKER KNOLL STYLE 
CHAIR - Ardrishaig, £40.00 
Telephone 07900 862835 or 
01546 603654
SWIVEL CHAIR AND 
FOOTSTOOL - Black. Some 
wear and tear. Reclines 
slightly. Buyer upli� s, £20.00 
ono, Telephone 01546 606479

LARGE 3 SEATER CORNER 
SOFA - Cord fabric

Fawn Colour
Very good condition from

smoke/pet free home
Buyer upli� s

Telephone 01546 606479

GARDEN MACHINERY
2 ELECTRIC LAWN 
MOWERS - Working order. 
Can be sold separately. Suit 
small garden. (Tarbert), £10.00 
each Telephone 07507 093239

GARDEN
VINTAGE STEEL GARDEN 
ROLLER - Small vintage 
steel garden roller. Excellent 
painted conditions. Suit 
smaller garden or makes a 
nice feature, £90.00 Telephone 
01631 564578
VINTAGE CART WHEELS - 
and smaller implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display 
items, £30.00 Telephone 01631 
564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
- in various sizes and styles, 
make lovely garden planters. 
Prices from £40, £40.00 
Telephone 01631 564578

GENERAL
EDINBURGH CRYSTAL - 6 
boxed whisky glasses etched 
with fuchsia design. Never 
used. Sensible o� ers please, 
Telephone 01546 600045 or 
07484 260576

HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES
CLEARVIEW WOOD 
BURNING STOVE - Large, 
£80.00 Telephone 01631 730323

HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
- white, blue and pink colours 
in stock, available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print, Telephone 
01586 554975

HOME FURNISHINGS
LARGE GILT FRAMED 

MIRROR 

 No idea of age. Collect from 
central Oban. Measurements 
approx 3�  x 21”, £100.00 Text/

Whats app 07717 558091

HOME OFFICE
LOCKABLE FILING 
CABINET - “Pierre Henry” 4 
drawer, steel, grey & black, 25 
new suspension folders worth 
£20, plus 25 used folders. Buyer 
upli� s, Dunollie area, £50.00 
Telephone 01631 571106

MARINE
17 FT SPEEDBOAT - 
Un� nished project. Open to 
o� ers. (Tarbert), Telephone 
07507 093239

MISCELLANEOUS
OIL TANK - Bunded, 500 
gallons, in good condition, 
£99.99 Telephone 01631 730323

MOBILITY
FOUR WHEELED WALKER - 
Four wheeled walking aid with 
brakes, seat and basket under. 
VGC, £20.00 Telephone 07867 
624679

PLANTS AND SHRUBS
SNOWDROPS - IN THE 
GREEN - 6 pots (full) - £7.50, 
trays approx 500 bulbs - £50, 
trays approx 250 bulbs - £25. 
Ready for collection from Old 
Garden Nursery, Taynuilt, 
Telephone 07738 199988

POULTRY
PULLETS - brown, black 
or pure also hen and duck 
sheds. Feeders and drinkers, 
Telephone 01470 572213

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY
EPSON PRINTER 
CARTRIDGES FOR EPSON 
STYLUS PHOTO R2880" - 
R2880 Ink Cartridges
T0966 x 2
T0964 x 1
T0963 x 2
T0961 x 2
T0962 x 2
T0967 x 3
T0965 x 2
T0969 x 2
£80 for all 16, Telephone 01631 
568030
GENUINE HP C9704A 
IMAGING DRUM FOR 
LASERJET 1500 - HP C9704A 
Imaging Drum (121A) for 
LaserJet 1500. 2500 (unopened, 
Genuine HP), £15.00 Telephone 
01631 568030
7 ASSORTED HP PRINTER 
CARTRIDGES FOR LASERJET 
1500 / 2500" - 7 assorted 
HP C970x Toner cartridges 
(unopened, genuine HP)
HP C9700A x 2 (Black) 
HP C9701A x 1 (Cyan)
HP C9702A x 3 (Yellow)
HP C9703A x 1 (Magenta)
To � t HP LaserJet 2500L 1500N 
1500L 1500 2500TN 1500LXI 
2500LSE 2500LN 
£40 for all 7, Telephone 01631 
568030
PRINTER CARTRIDGES 
FOR HP LASERJET 2100/ 
2200" - HP 96A (C4096A) 
Black Original LaserJet x 2 - 
(unopened, genuine HP)
Fits HP LaserJet 2100 and 2200 
Printer series, £20.00 Telephone 
01631 568030
THANK YOU CARDS - new 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day.
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp Print, 
Telephone 01586 554975
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
- market your business 
e� ectively with professionally 
designed lea� ets, posters 
and � yers from Krisp Print, 
Telephone 01586 554975
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MOBILITYSEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES REMOVAL & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

BLINDS

HEATING SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate 
to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on 
the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with 
the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to 
invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a 
type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publi-
cation of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  
In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an admin-
istration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount 
which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

HOUSE CLEARANCES



of Brian and Carol, seanair to 
Caitlin, Lauren, Elise, Josie 
and Ben and brother of Ian 
and the late Anne. Tommy 
spent many happy years as 
chief engineer with CalMac.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
MACDONALD - � e family 
of the late Mary MacDonald 
would like to thank all rela-
tives, friends and neighbours 
for the many kind expres-
sions of sympathy extended 
to them following their recent 
sad loss. Special thanks to 
all at Ward 7C, Raigmore 
Hospital and Dr. Watmough 
at Culloden Medical Practice 
for their care and attention. 
Grateful thanks to Rev. Mike 
Robertson for his comforting 
service, to D. Chisholm & 
Sons for their digni� ed and 
professional guidance and to 
the Kings Golf Club for the 
catering. Finally, thanks to 
all those who paid their last 
respects at the church and 
graveside and who contrib-
uted generously to Cancer 
Research UK in her memory.
MACLEAN – � e family 
of the late Allan and James 
would sincerely like to thank 
family and friends for the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy expressed to them 
at this sad time. Grateful 
thanks to all doctors and 
nurses at the Beatson and 
Mull and Iona Community 
Hospitals for their care and 
attention to Allan through 
his long illness. Also grateful 
thanks to the emergency 
services who attended to 
James. Special thanks to Rev 
Liz Gibson for a comforting 
service, Calum MacDougall 
for piping at the graveside, 
William McClymont funeral 
director for his personal and 
professional funeral arrange-
ments and the Craignure Inn 
for the refreshments. � anks 
to all who came and paid 

their respects at the grave-
side and who all generously 
donated £450 for the Beatson 
and Mull and Iona Hospitals.

MEMORIAMS
BURTON - For our boys Paul 
and David, in our hearts and 
minds forever.
- � e Burton family, Oban 
and East Kilbride.
COUTTS - Treasured 
memories of my dear mother 
Ishbel, who died March 8, 
1992, my dear father Alex, 
died June 17, 1976, my aunt 
Jean, died October 26, 1988 
and my brother Alistair, died 
November 2, 2007.
Precious memories never fade 
away.
- Cathie, Inverness.
CRAIG – In loving memory 
of Douglas, who passed away 
on March 9, 2019.
No farewell words were 
spoken
No time to say goodbye
You were gone before we 
knew it 
And only God can tell us why.
Sadly missed.
- Isobel, Shirley and family. 
GALBRAITH - In loving 
memory of our dad Robert 
(Gal), who died March 2, 
2019.
We’ll always remember your 
special smile
Your caring heart
Your warm embrace you 
always gave us
We’ll always remember you 
dad because
� ere’ll never be anyone to 
replace you in our hearts
Also remembering our loving 
Mum, who died December 
10, 2019.
- Sonny, Sandy, Jayne, Wendy 
and family.

Grandpa – Your smile was 
made of sunshine
And your heart was solid gold 
Your eyes were bright as 
shining stars
We will love and miss you 
always
Together with Granny again.
- Lisa and Abby.
GALBRAITH - Precious 
memories of Gal, a much 
loved brother and uncle.
Remembered always.
- Jean, Marion and family.
GALBRAITH – Gal, broth-
er-in-law and uncle.
You’re sadly missed by us all.
- From Peter Snr, Peter, David 
and families.

GRANT – In loving memory 
of my dear father and our 
grandpa, Angus, who died 
March 3, 2016. 
Never more than a thought 
away
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Elizabeth, Julie and Steven.
LEITCH - In loving mem-
ory of my dear wife Myra, 
mother and grandmother, 
who passed away on March 
9, 2005.
We hold you close within our 
hearts
And there you shall remain
To walk with us throughout 
our lives
Until we meet again.
- Ivor, Neil, and family.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my dear brother 
Dian, who died March 7, 
1977, also loved ones gone 
before and since.
Love and remembered 
always.
- Freena and family.
MACISAAC – Treasured 
memory of Finlay, who 
passed away March 4, 2018.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- His loving wife Mary and 
family, Donald, John, Sandra, 
Finlay, grandchildren and 
great grandson � eo.
MACKINNON – In loving 
memory of our parents, 
grandparents and great 
grandparents, Hamish, died 
March 5, 1997 and Mary, 
September 20, 2004.
Words are few
� oughts are deep
Memories of you we will 
always keep.
- Love from your girls, Johan, 
Annie, Marion and families, 
Killin, Lawers and Fersit.
MACPHEE - Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
son and brother Fraser, who 
died tragically in an accident 
on March 8, 2002.
In God's hands but forever 
with us and in our hearts.
- Mum, Dad, Catriona, Niall, 
Ruaridh and Arran.
WEATHERALL – Treasured 
memories of Jack, died March 
6, 2010, beloved husband of 
the late Katie (Simpson), a 
much loved dad and grandpa 
(Ali). 
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear.
- Anne, Carine, Wolfgang, 
Andy and Jamie.
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Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MEMORIALS

DEATHS
CAMERON – Dugald 
(Dougie), aged 73 years of 
5 Lochandhu, Taynuilt. 
Passed away peacefully at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on February 27, 2020. 
Husband of the late Sheena 
Ann Macintyre, Father of 
Mark, Lynn, Ruth and the 
late John.  Brother of Andrew 
and the late Archie. Funeral 
service to be held at Muckairn 
Parish Church, Taynuilt on 
Monday March 9 at 1pm. 
Family � owers only.
CAMERON - Peacefully at 
the Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital; London, William 
Hugh MacPherson aged 60 
years. Funeral service will 
take place from St. Brides 
Parish Church, Onich, Fort 
William, Scotland on Friday 
March 6 at 2.30pm followed 
by Interment at Innis Na 
Birlinn Cemetery. Family 
� owers only please donations 
are welcomed for British 

Heart Foundation. For any 
enquires please contact John 
McLellan & co Ltd Funeral 
Directors, Dudley Road, Fort 
William. 01397 702128.
CORRIGAN – Anne 
(formerly Pilkington and 
née Sammon). Suddenly on 
Friday, February 21, 2020 
a� er a short illness bravely 
borne. Anne (lately of 
Helensburgh and Minard), 
a much loved Mum. Funeral 
service to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited to be held at Woodside 
Crematorium (top chapel) 
on Friday, March 6 at 3pm. 
Family � owers only.
MACINTYRE – Christine 
� omson (neé Torry) 
Macintyre MA. Peacefully, 
in the care of Earlsferry 
House, Elie, on February 
18, 2020, aged 96. Respected 
school teacher. Beloved wife 
of the late Rev Dr William 
John Macintyre (Crail), 
loving mother of Christine 

and John, mother-in-law of 
the late David and of Kitty, 
grandmother of Kelly Anne, 
Marsaili, Samantha and 
Iseabail, and great grand-
mother of Kieran, Faith, Ellie 
and Harmony.
MACKAY- Margaret, aged 
84 years of 23 Lynn Court, 
Oban. Passed away suddenly 
but peacefully on February 
27, 2020 at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban.  Beloved 
mother of Mary and the 
late Alex and Ian and 
special mother-in-law to 
Aulay.  Much loved Nana to 
Jamie, Scott, Paul, Marie-
Claire and Louise.  Great-
grandmother to Calum, Ian, 
Oran and Olivia.  May she 
Rest In Peace. 
ROBER TSON - Peacefully 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban a� er a short illness, 
with his family at his side, on 
March 2, 2020, aged 81 years, 
� omas (Tommy), beloved 
husband of the late Irene, dad 



Thursday 5 March 2020 ANNOUNCEMENTS  49

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

————— D & A MUNN Ltd —————
Breadalbane Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 5NZ

Tel: 01631 562562   Email: ian@munns-oban.co.uk

Oban’s Longest Established 
Independent Funeral Directors

Professional, Respectful 
and Experienced Staff

Private Chapel of Rest

8-Seat Mercedes Limousine Hire

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Owned and Run by Ian MacInnes & Son
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE

FROM
£1695.00

Simple Burial
or Cremation

Service

D&A Munn advert  22/11/2019  11:35  Page 1
CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
I may be biased, so for me 
the football stadium with 
the best atmosphere in 
Scotland is Tynecastle Park, 
home of my beloved Hearts.

Regularly on Facebook 
I am sent video clips of 
Hearts’ victories ‘On �is 
Day’ in 1990 or 2010 or 
whenever.

�e older clips show a 
stadium from another 
world. For, over the years, 
the ground has developed to 
meet the requirements of a 
21st century stadium.

In the 1950s, 35,000 people 
would stand in teeming rain 
trying to glimpse the action. 
By the 1970s, the gates had 
reduced to below 8,000 and 
the place looked tired and 
empty. Now, steeply-tiered 
seated stands bring the 
crowd close to the action 
and generate a cracking, 
noisy atmosphere.

�e capacity of 20,000 
�ts so well with the average 
17,000 crowds, with a wee bit 
spare for really big games. 
No one would go back to 
what had been before.

In a many ways what has 
just been written about 
a football stadium holds 
true for churches. �e 
requirements of a 21st 
century congregation are 
quite di�erent from a 19th 
century one.

We have upgraded our own 
homes since those days, so 
why not the house of God? 
Let’s go deeper, though, and 
ask about the purpose of a 
place of worship.

In our Reformed tradition, 
it is said we are people of the 
Word. So we need to gather 
to hear, somewhere. Luther 
wrote the preaching of the 
Gospel is nothing else than 
Christ coming to us, or we 
being brought to him.

Well, we know we cannot 
summon up Jesus through 
a beautiful building, but 
we can lower the barriers 
to people coming to hear 
the Word by making our 
gathering place conducive to 
listening – body, mind and 
soul.

Rev Dugald Cameron, 
Kilmore and Oban.

Rev Dugald Cameron.

Hundreds of mourners gather for 
Mass of Thanksgiving for Father Tom

Father Tom’s casket is carried from the church. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

�ere was a large turnout 
of around 600 mourners for 
last Friday’s funeral in Fort 
William of well-known priest, 
Monsignor �omas Wynne, 
who died recently at the age of 
89.

�e Mass of �anksgiving for 
the repose of the soul of Father 
Tom, as he was a�ectionately 
known to all, took place from 
St Mary’s RC Church in Fort 
William, followed by interment 
in Cille Choirill Cemetery.

A native of the town, Father 

Tom had retired from the 
church in June 2017 on the same 
day he had celebrated 50 years 
in the priesthood.

During his career as a priest, 
Father Tom served in parishes 
at St Columba’s Cathedral 1957-
1965 in Oban; St Andrew’s, 
Rothesay, 1965-66; Our Lady 
and St Columba, Kingussie, 
1966-1968; St Columba’s 
Cathedral, Oban, 1968-1985; 
St Mary’s, Arisaig, 1985-1996 
and St Margaret’s, Roy Bridge, 
1996-2017.
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The victorious Glenurquhart team with the MacDonald Cup. See report, page 51. Photographs: Neil Paterson.

Man of the Match Cameron MacIntosh, Glenur-
quhart, receives his award from Garry Mackintosh. 

Glenurquhart captain Michael Fraser receives the 
MacDonald Cup from Garry Mackintosh. 

�e wait is almost over as the new 
shinty season starts on Saturday 
March 7. 

Mowi Premiership
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Oban 
Camanachd
Oban Camanachd get their season 
under way with a trip to Yoker to 
play newly-promoted Glasgow Mid 
Argyll (GMA).

Former Oban Celtic player Mark 
Bain continues in charge at GMA 
a�er securing promotion to shinty’s 
top �ight following a second place 
�nish in the National last season.

He is without Oliver MacRae, 
who has returned to former club 
Kinlochshiel. However, former 
Newtonmore, Aberdeen University 
and Boleskine player Ewen Fraser 
has signed to strengthen the attack, 
whilst Ally McKerracher has joined 
from Oban Celtic. 

He will be another valuable 
addition, as are former Skye player 
Stewart Grant, former Kingussie 
player Hamish Anderson and 
Cammy McCue from Aberdour. 
Ryan Harrison skippers the side this 
season.

As is the position at most clubs, 
Oban Camanachd manager 
Stephen Sloss and his assistant 
Kenny Wotherspoon have been le� 
frustrated by the lack of pre-season 
action. �ey will be without Aidan 
MacIntyre, who announced his 
retiral at the end of last season, and 
Lorne Dickie, who is unavailable for 
the early part of the season, so there 
will be changes in mid�eld. Gary 
McKerracher is also unavailable for 
this one.

Kenny Wotherspoon said: ‘We’ll 
look to make a good start but 
Glasgow Mid Argyll won’t be 
easy. �ey’ve added new players 
including Ewen Fraser, who did 
so well at Newtonmore, and Ally 
McKerracher, who I obviously know 
from Oban Celtic.

‘�e Premiership is a massive step 
up though. It’s a huge di�erence to 
National Division shinty and we’ll 
be expected to win.’
Kilmallie v  
Lovat
Kilmallie welcome Lovat to Canal 
Parks.
�e match comes just a fortnight 
a�er the shock news John Stewart 
had resigned as Kilmallie �rst team 
manager.

A statement from the Kilmallie 
Shinty Club board said: ‘�e board 
has accepted, with regret, the 
resignation of John Stewart as �rst 
team manager. John is a dedicated 
Kilmallie man who has given his all 
to the club as a player and manager. 
�e board, on behalf of the club, 
would like to place on record our 
appreciation and thanks for all the 
hard work, diligence, determination 
and organisation John has put into 
leading the �rst team over the past 
15 months.’

John Stewart’s brother, Martin 
Stewart, has been appointed interim 
player/manager, with the backing of 

New season this weekend
the board and the team. �e board 
statement added: ‘Martin Stewart 
has been a key player for many 
years and knows the team through 
and through. He has developed 
considerable coaching experience 
in the schools and women’s game. 
It is likely further assistance will be 
added to Martin’s team to help with 
coaching and training.’

�e board’s longer term desire is 
to return to having a non-playing 
manager so Martin Stewart can 
concentrate on playing. Anyone 
who has an interest in this role is 
asked to contact the board chairman 
or secretary.

One of Martin Stewart’s �rst 
tasks will be to solve a forward line 
dilemma with Liam MacDonald and 
Daniel Stewart missing the start of 
the season through injury.

Lovat are also under new manage-
ment with co-bosses Alan MacRae 
and Jamie Matheson replacing 
Fraser Gallacher. Scott MacKenzie 
returns a�er a spell out through 
injury but Marc MacLachlan has le� 
the club.

Drew Howie is back a�er a year 
travelling and played wing centre in 
the Lovat Cup. Bailey MacKay will 
feature more this season following a 
good year with the seconds.
Fort William v 
Kyles Athletic
Fort William have been given a 
di�cult start to life back in shinty’s 
top �ight as seasoned campaigners 
Kyles Athletic visit An Aird.

Fort William co-managers Victor 
Smith and Adam Robertson are 
without Lewis Clark for this one, 
but Bryan Simpson has been at 
pre-season training and his skill 
and experience could force a �rst 
team return.

Kyles Athletic will be skippered 
by Rupert Williamson this season 
but keeper John Whyte is abroad so 
will miss the �rst couple of games of 
their campaign. Kyles had been due 
to visit An Aird pre-season for the 
Drew Ferguson Memorial Cup but 
the game was postponed.
Kinlochshiel v 
Newtonmore
Kinlochshiel and Newtonmore 
clash at Rèaraig Park.

�e sides met at the same venue 
towards the end of last season when 
Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae’s goal gave 
Kinlochshiel a 1-0 win.

Kinlochshiel manager Johnston 
Gill has strengthened his squad 
with Oliver MacRae re-joining the 
club a�er a spell with GMA and 
Rhuairaidh MacDonald signing af-
ter captaining Glengarry last season.

Orsten Gardner has taken over 
from Paul John MacKintosh at the 
Newtonmore helm and he has made 
a change in goal with Owen Fraser 
replacing Kenny Ross.
Kingussie v 
Caberfeidh
Champions Kingussie start their bid 
to retain the Mowi Premiership title 
against Caberfeidh at the Dell.

Kingussie have �omas 
Borthwick, Ryan Borthwick and 

Dylan Borthwick back training, 
boosting manager John Gibson’s 
options. Caberfeidh have lost 
Ryan MacKay, Robbie Brindle 
and Martin MacDonald to Beauly. 
Ryan Simmonds missed last season 
through work commitments but is 
available again. Scott MacLachlan 
won’t be available every week.

Mowi National 
Division
Oban Celtic v 
Skye Camanachd
Oban Celtic open their competitive 
season against Skye Camanachd at 
Moss�eld.

Oban Celtic manager Dougie 
MacIntyre has had to make a change 
in goal for this season as regular 
keeper Iain MacFarlane is ruled out 
with knee problems.

Skye co-managers Kenny MacLeod 
and Allan MacLeod miss Ally 
MacDonald who hasn’t fully recov-
ered from a knee injury, whilst Iain 
Nicolson and Stewart Grant aren’t 
available this term. John Gillies is 
back in the fold though a�er missing 
the second part of last season.
Strathglass v 
Lochaber
Lochaber’s bid for a swi� return to 

the Premiership begins with a trip 
to play Strathglass at Cannich. Allan 
MacLeod is the new Strathglass 
boss, replacing Bruce Douglas and 
Roy MacKenzie. He is minus the 
injured Ruairidh Strachan.

Lochaber manager Michael 
Delaney is without Danny Delaney 
for the early part of the season as he 
has a hand injury.
Inveraray v 
Glenurquhart
Inveraray, relegated from the 
Premiership at the end of last 
season, play promotion hopefuls 
Glenurquhart at the Winterton.

Ruaraidh Graham stays on in 
charge at Inveraray. He managed to 
get his side two pre-season outings, 
although both were on astro pitches, 
with Lewis MacNicol showing an 
eye for goal.

Glenurquhart co-managers Stuart 
MacKintosh and Eddie Tembo, 
with Dave Stewart assisting from 
the touchline, are without Conor 
Golabek and Neale Reid this season. 
But Michael Brady and Ewan Brady 
should be more available.
Aberdour v 
Beauly
Aberdour’s historic �rst match in 
the National Division is a meeting 
with Beauly at Silversands.

Most of the players who performed 
so well in last year’s South Division 
1 remain, although Cammy McCue 
has le� for GMA.

Roger Cormack, Jamie MacLennan 
and Sean Stewart will look a�er the 
Beauly �rst team this season and 
will continue to blood the club’s 
promising youngsters. �ey have 
added Ryan MacKay, Robbie Brindle 
and Martin MacDonald who have 
joined from Caberfeidh.

Mowi North       
Division 1
Skye Camanachd v 
Fort William
�e Fort William second team play 
the Skye Camanachd second team at 
Pairc nan Laoch, Portree.

Skye will be managed by Davie 
Pringle this season, whilst John 
MacLeod looks a�er Fort William.
Newtonmore v 
Kinlochshiel
�e Newtonmore second team 
open the defence of their Mowi 
North Division 1 trophy against 
Kinlochshiel at the Eilan.

Both teams are under new man-
agement with Peter Ross in charge at 
Newtonmore and Ross MacDiarmid 
at the helm at Kinlochshiel.
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Continued on page 52.

Caberfeidh v 
Kingussie
Caberfeidh’s second team welcome 
the Kingussie seconds to Castle 
Leod. 

� e sides had been due to meet in 
a pre-season friendly at the same 
venue last weekend but the game 
was called o�  on Friday a� ernoon.
Glenurquhart v 
Inverness
� e Glenurquhart colts play the 
Inverness � rst team at Blairbeg.

It could be a transitional season 
for Glenurquhart with some players 
moving away to university and 
others stepping up to the � rst team.

Inverness started last season with 
an eight-point deduction a� er 
opting to step down from National 
Division shinty. � ey will give youth 
a chance this season.
Lovat v 
Lochcarron
Newly-promoted Lochcarron are 
o�  to Balgate to take on the Lovat 
reserves.

Glengarry, who � nished second 
last season, are the free team in this 
11-team league.

Mowi South 
Division 1
Lochside Rovers v 
Glasgow Mid Argyll
Gareth Evans begins his second stint 
as Lochside Rovers manager against 
Glasgow Mid Argyll’s second team 
at Ganavan.

Lochside had a good record 
against GMA last season, beating 
them twice in the league and in the 
Bullough Cup Final.
Col Glen v 
Bute
Bute, relegated from the National 
Division at the end of last season, 
open against Col Glen at Glendaruel.
Kyles Athletic v 
Tayforth
Tayforth travel to play the Kyles 
Athletic colts at Tighnabruaich.
Taynuilt P 
Ballachulish P
� e scheduled match between 
Taynuilt and Ballachulish at 
Taynuilt Sports Field will take place 
on Saturday March 28.

Mowi North 
Division 2
Lochaber v 
Strathglass
� e Lochaber second team make 
a welcome return to league action 
a� er a year out when they host the 
Strathglass second team at Spean 
Bridge. Lochaber will � eld a mix-
ture of youth and experience. With 
Strathglass doing likewise, this 
should be an interesting encounter.
Beauly v Inverness
� e Beauly colts meet the Inverness 
colts at Braeview Park.
Boleskine v 
Lewis Camanachd
Boleskine and Lewis Camanachd 
have a 1.01pm throw-up at Smith 
Park.
Strathspey Camanachd v 
Aberdeen University
Strathspey Camanachd co-man-
agers Donald Colville and Mark 
MacDonald take charge of their side 
against recently relegated Aberdeen 
University at Grantown Grammar 

School. � e Kilmallie second team 
are without a � xture in this nine 
team division.

Mowi South 
Division 2
Ardnamurchan v 
Oban Celtic
� e Oban Celtic second team, who 
� nished third in the division last 
season, begin their campaign with a 
journey to Ardnamurchan.
Kilmory v 
Inveraray
Kilmory and the Inveraray second 
team have a 2.01pm throw-up 
at MacRae Park. Both sides are 
amongst this season’s title hopefuls.
Bute v 
Aberdour
� e Bute seconds and the Aberdour 
seconds play at the Meadows.

Glenorchy are the free team in this 
seven team league.

Shinty Heads Up
� row-up times at all shinty matches 
this Saturday will be delayed by one 
minute, with the majority throwing 
up at 2.31pm, as part of an initiative 
to raise mental health awareness.

As part of the Heads Up campaign, 
shinty supporters are being encour-
aged to ‘Take A Minute’ to think 
about the importance of looking 
a� er their own well-being.

� e initiative highlights the power 
of talking as a way to support one 
another and normalise what can 
o� en be thought of as a di�  cult 
subject.

� e Heads Up weekends are 
another step to show that mental 
health is just as important as physi-
cal health and it only takes a second 
to #KickO� AConversation.

Pre-season         
friendly results
� e � nal round of pre-season 
friendlies were scheduled for 
Saturday February 29 but only a 
small number beat the weather.
Ballachulish P 
Oban Camanachd P
With Jubilee Park covered in snow, 
Ballachulish’s match against Oban 
Camanachd was called o�  on Friday 
a� ernoon.
Oban Celtic P 
Taynuilt P
Oban Celtic and Taynuilt will 
reschedule their Robert Wylie Cup 
match a� er a water-logged Moss� eld 
led to the � xture being cancelled last 
weekend.
Kilmallie P 
Lochaber P
Kilmallie and Lochaber will need to 
try again to contest the BSW Cup as 
an unplayable pitch at Canal Parks 
led to a weekend cancellation.
Newtonmore P 
Fort William P
Winter weather led to Newtonmore 
calling o�  their open day earlier in 
the week. Saturday’s friendly against 
Fort William was also called o�  on 
Friday a� ernoon.
Glenurquhart 3 
Strathglass 2
Glenurquhart retained the 
MacDonald Cup with a 3-2 victory 
over Strathglass in their 2pm throw-
up at Blairbeg.

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£2500

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
D Campbell
Dunbeg
J MacVean
Lochgilphead

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
D MacLellan Jan ‘20 £2000
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Continued from page 51. to Cowal and Bute, whilst 
Ardnamurchan have home 
advantage against Bute.

Uddingston make the jour-
ney to take on Glasgow Mid 
Argyll’s second team,  whilst 
Dunadd welcome Tayforth.

Ardnamurchan  
awards night
Ardnamurchan Camanachd 
Club recently held their 
Player of the Year awards 
night in Acharacle. 

�e Men’s Player of the Year 
award was shared between 
Matthew Bradley and Herbie 
Patterson and the Women’s 
National  1 award was won by 
Joanne Ford. 

Women’s South 2 player of 
the year was shared between 
Lisa Ford and Katie Cameron. 
Development Player was won 
by Roslyn Ritchie, Under 17 
Player was Seamus Buchanan 
and U14 Player was Freddie 
Patterson. 

�ere were also awards 
for most improved player. 
National 1 was shared be-
tween Rebekah Connolly and 
Frances MacDonald, South2 
was won by Mya Carmichael, 
Development Most Improved 
was Beth Jackson and Zach 
Alexander won the award for 
the U14s. U17s went to Aarron 
Mellis with Colin MacDonald 
picking up the award for the 
senior team. 

�ere was a special award 
for coach Lyndsay Bradley 
who was recognised for her 
e�orts behind the scenes.

Ardnamurchan men found 
the going tough in their �rst 
season back but �nished the 
season on a high a�er beating 
Bute 8-0. 

Ardnamurchan men were 
presented with a fair play 
award from the Camanachd 
Association for not receiving 
any bookings or sending o�s 
during the season. 

�e Women’s South 2 team 
won the league and Lisa 
Ford was presented with 
the Women’s Camanachd 
Association South 2 Player of 
the year award. 

Coach Lyndsay Bradley 
was awarded the Camanachd 
Association Donella 
Crawford award for Youth 
and Schools.

Strathglass took the game to 
Glenurquhart from the start 
and took the lead through 
Scott Douglas on 30 minutes.

�e visitors had the better 
chances during the �rst 45 
minutes but had to settle for a 
single goal interval lead.

Glenurquhart made a good 
start to the second half with 
Michael Fraser levelling on 
50 minutes and it was Fraser 
again on 76 minutes who gave 
the hosts a 2-1 lead.

Strathglass drew level on 86 
minutes with Scott Douglas 
again on target.

A draw would have been 
enough to give Glenurquhart 
the trophy as holders, but 

2020 Scottish    
Sea Farms 
Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup draw
�e Scottish Sea Farms 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup 
draw has taken place.

Nine teams have entered 
this year’s tournament 
meaning there will be just 
one �rst round tie as South 1 
sides Bute and Col Glen battle 
it out for the right to travel to 
Glasgow Mid Argyll in the 
quarter �nals.

Holders Oban Camanachd 
will be favourites to progress 
to the semi-�nal stage at 
South 1 side Ballachulish. 
�ey could meet Oban Celtic 
in the last four if Dougie 
MacIntyre’s side get by 
Inveraray at the Winterton.

Kyles Athletic should be too 
strong for National Division 
newcomers Aberdour with 
the prize for the winners a 
meeting with Glasgow Mid 
Argyll in the other semi-�nal 
if Mark Bain’s side can ac-
count for whoever comes out 
on top from the tie between 
Bute and Col Glen.
Scottish Sea Farms 
Glasgow Celtic Society 
Celtic Cup - first round

Saturday March 28:
Bute v Col Glen
Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow 

Celtic Society Celtic Cup – 
quarter �nals

Saturday April 18:
Inveraray v Oban Celtic
Aberdour v Kyles Athletic
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute/

Col Glen
Ballachulish v Oban 

Camanachd
Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow 

Celtic Society Celtic Cup - 
semi �nal

Saturday May 16:
B a l l a c h u l i s h / O b a n 

Camanachd v Inveraray/
Oban Celtic

Aberdour/Kyles Athletic v 
Glasgow Mid Argyll/Bute/

Col Glen
�e Scottish Sea Farms 

Glasgow Celtic Society Celtic 
Cup Final takes place on 
Saturday June 27.

WCA round-up
�e Women’s Camanachd 
Association �xtures got 
under way over the weekend.

Mowi North 
Division 2
Skye Camanachd 0 
Inverness 8
Skye Camanachd second 
team and Inverness met in a 
Mowi North Division 2 con-
test in Portree on Saturday 
February 29.

With Skye’s Pairc nan Laoch 
�eld unplayable, the match 
was switched to Portree 
High School’s astro pitch 
and throw-up was brought 
forward to 11.30am.

�e Highland capital 
side ran out 8-0 with Katie 
McMillan scoring six times 
and Amber MacKay bagging 
a double.
Strathglass P 
Fort William P
With Cannich unplayable, 
the clash between Strathglass 
and Fort William was called 
o�.
Strathspey P 
Glengarry P
�e match between 
Strathspey and Glengarry 
was postponed.
Lochaber P 
Kinlochshiel P
�e Lochaber second team 
were forced to cancel their 
match against Kinlochshiel 
on Sunday morning as their 
Spean Bridge pitch was cov-
ered in snow.

�e newly-formed 
Badenoch second team did 
not have an opening day �x-
ture in this nine team league.

Mowi South 
Division 2
Bute 4 Oban Lorn 7
Oban Lorn beat Bute 7-4 in 
their 1.20pm throw-up at the 
Rothesay astro.

Bute’s goals were scored 
by Heather Ferguson, Anna 
Stanczyk, Nile Lawrence and 
Kiera Rutherford.

However, four goals from 
Shelley MacCuish, Nicola 
Duncan’s double and Izzy 
Crawford’s e�ort gave Oban 
victory.

Oban Lorn has announced 
Strathnaver Guesthouse will 
sponsor the women’s team for 
another season. 
Ardnamurchan P 
Uddingston P
�e meeting between 
Ardnamurchan and 
Uddingston was postponed 
because of an unplayable 
pitch.
Tayforth P  
Cowal and Bute P
Cowal and Bute were unable 
to raise a team for their game 
at Tayforth.
Glasgow Mid Argyll P 
Dunadd P
�e encounter between the 
Glasgow Mid Argyll second 
team and Dunadd was 
postponed because of an 
unplayable pitch at Yoker.

This weekend’s 
WCA �xtures
�e Mowi National Division 
programme begins on 
Sunday March 22,  however, 
the top �ight clubs will take 
part in a new round-robin 
10-a-side tournament for 
the WCA National League 
Shield at Aviemore on Sunday 
March 8.

�e Mowi North Division 2 
schedule on Saturday March 
8 is a reverse of last weekend’s 
matches.

�e Skye second team 
travel to play Inverness, 
whilst Glengarry welcome 
Strathspey.

Fort William have home ad-
vantage against Strathglass, 
whilst the Lochaber seconds 
are on the road, taking on 
Kinlochshiel at Rearaig.

In Mowi South Division 2, 
the Oban Lorn squad travel 

Saturday March 7
Mowi Premiership
Fort William v Kyles 
Athletic, Andy MacLean
Glasgow Mid Argyll v 
Oban Camanachd, Des 
McNulty
Kilmallie v Lovat, Calum 
Girvan
Kingussie v Caberfeidh,  
Graham Cameron 
Kinlochshiel v Newton-
more, Deek Cameron
Mowi National 
Division
Aberdour v Beauly, 
Robert Baxter
Inveraray v Glenurquhart,  
Alex MacVicar 
Oban Celtic v Skye, Ross 
Brown 
Strathglass v Lochaber, 
Iain Kennedy
Mowi North Division 1
Caberfeidh v Kingussie, 
Callum Du�
Glenurquhart v Inverness, 
John Wood 
Lovat v Lochcarron, 
Ronnie Campbell
Newtonmore v 
Kinlochshiel, Ewan 
MacDonald
Skye v Fort William, 
Steven MacLachlan
Mowi South Division 1
Col Glen v Bute, David 
Mitchell
Kyles Athletic v Tayforth, 
Euan Pearson
Lochside Rovers v 
Glasgow Mid Argyll, 
Graham Fisher
Mowi North Division 2
Beauly v Inverness, TBA
Boleskine v Lewis, John 
Matheson. 1.01pm 
throw-up.
Lochaber v Strathglass, 
TBA
Strathspey v Aberdeen 
University, TBA
Mowi South Division 2
Ardnamurchan v Oban 
Celtic, TBA
Bute v Aberdour, Neil 
MacDonald
Kilmory v Inveraray, Jim 
Innes. 2.01pm throw-up.

All throw-ups 2.31pm, 
unless stated.

Fixtures

they made sure when James 
MacPherson made it 3-2 a 
couple of minutes into stop-
page time.

Strathglass su�ered a blow 
during the closing minutes 
when Ruairidh Strachan 
was forced o� with a broken 
collar bone which will require 
surgery.
Glenurquhart P
Strathglass P
�e Ali Ban Cup match be-
tween Glenurquhart’s second 
team and their Strathglass 
counterparts was postponed 
on Saturday morning as it 
was deemed Blairbeg couldn’t 
take two games.
Aberdour P 
Glengarry P
�e match between Aberdour 
and Glengarry at Silversands 
was called o� on Friday a�er-
noon with the visitors unable 
to travel.
Lovat P 
Skye Camanachd P
Lovat’s Balgate pitch failed a 
Friday a�ernoon inspection 
so their 2pm throw-up 
against Skye Camanachd was 
postponed.
Kinlochshiel P 
Glasgow Mid Argyll P
Kinlochshiel’s home friendly 
with Glasgow Mid Argyll was 
called o� during the week 
and a potential match against 
Beauly at Rèaraig also fell 
through.
Kingussie P 
Caberfeidh P
Kingussie and Caberfeidh 
were forced to admit defeat as 
their Dunbarry pitch and the 
ground at Kincraig were both 
unplayable forcing a Friday 
postponement of their Bill 
MacPherson Memorial Plate 
match.
Caberfeidh P 
Kingussie P
�e clash between the 
Caberfeidh and Kingussie 
reserves at Castle Leod 
was postponed on Friday 
a�ernoon.
Inverness P 
Strathspey Camanachd P
�e meeting between the 
Inverness second team and 
Strathspey Camanachd at the 
Bught Park outside pitch was 
another postponement.
Col Glen 2 
Inveraray 4
Col Glen and Inveraray beat 
the elements on Dunoon 
Grammar School’s astro pitch 
with Inverary winning 4-2.

Christopher Blair and Jamie 
MacVicar scored for Col Glen, 
but young Ruaraidh Graham 
countered for Inveraray with 
Lewis MacNicol getting a 
hat-trick.
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2 
Tayforth 2
�e Glasgow Mid Argyll sec-
ond team and Tayforth drew 
2-2 on an astro pitch with the 
match played 10-a-side.

�e GMA side included 
former Skye player Stewart 
Grant. Goals from Matthew 
Young and Rory Fraser 
earned a share of the spoils.

Shinty lost another great character with the sad news 
Dougie Cameron died peacefully on Thursday February 
28 after a long illness.

Dougie was a highly thought of referee, goal judge and 
Camanachd Association match assessor.

Many shinty clubs and supporters across the country 
paid tribute to Dougie on Camanachd Association social 
media platforms.

A statement from his beloved Taynuilt Shinty Club read: 
‘Dougie was not only involved with Taynuilt, but with all 
forms of shinty across the country. Dougie could regularly 
be found cheering on Taynuilt from his bench at the 
pavilion, sometimes with a beer in hand.

‘From all at Taynuilt, rest easy Dougie and thank you. 
You were a true shinty man.’

Dougie Cameron, Taynuilt

Glenurquhart’s Cameron MacIntosh tries to block Penri 
Jones of Strathglass during the MacDonald Cup �nal on 
Saturday. Photograph: Neil Paterson.
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Young athletes produced record-break-
ing performances at the Mull Sports Hall 
Athletics at the weekend.

Girls under 13 champion Ellen MacRae 
from Salen broke two Mull age records. 
She won four out of the six events, start-
ing with the standing long and triple 
jumps recording 2.01 metres and six 
metres respectively.

Next was the four-lap race which Ellen 
completed in 24.89 seconds, improving 
the old record set in 2014.

Ellen ended the day with victory in the 
speed bounce, recording 82 jumps in 
30 seconds and improving the Mull age 
record.

Ellen’s twin sister Gemma won the high 
jump on countback, clearing 1.20 metres 
and � nished third overall. Runner-up 
Evie Kellett, also from Salen, won the 
shot putt with a 5.33 metres e� ort.

Seren Johnston from Bunessan was the 
under sevens champion. A� er a close 
contest, she � nished half a point ahead 
of Camryn Carmichael from Salen. 
Seren won the javelin and triple jump 
and Camryn excelled in winning the 
four-lap race in 31.7 which is close to the 
Mull age record. Camryn also won the 
speed bounce and long jump.

Seinna Munro from Salen Primary 
School dominated the under nines 
contest winning � ve of the six events 
including the four-lap race in 28.1 sec-
onds. Runner-up Clara Brown, also from 
Salen, won the javelin.

Another Bunessan girl, Palmo Jones, 
won the under 11 contest with six points 
to spare ahead of Erin Greig from Salen. 
Palmo won all three jumping events 
and the javelin and shared � rst place in 
the speed bounce with Iona Mathieson 
from Salen. Erin was the winner of a 
closely-contested four-lap race, winning 
in 28.3 seconds.

Four Mull age records were set in the 
boys events with the under seven cham-
pion Calen MacLean from Tobermory 
exceeding the record in the standing 
long jump with 1.50 metres. Calen also 
won the triple jump and javelin to win by 
two points ahead of another Tobermory 
boy Charlie Cattanach. Charlie won the 
four-lap race in 30.7 seconds and the 
speed bounce with a score of 50 to beat 
the existing Mull age record.

Kian Gibson, Salen Primary School, 
produced an outstanding performance 
to win the under nines contest ahead of 
Lewis Cattanach. Kian won � ve of the six 

events and set new Mull records in the 
standing long jump, clearing 1.72 metres, 
and in the speed bounce, completing 67 
jumps in 30 seconds.

Murdo Morrison from Salen Primary 
School was the under 11 champion, � n-
ishing four points ahead of Oscar Bonetti 
from Bunessan and Bailey Brown, Salen, 
who tied for second place on overall 
points. Murdo won � ve  events including 
the four-lap race in 26.7 seconds and the 
javelin, throwing an impressive 15.50 
metres. It was close in the standing triple 
jump, with Murdo’s leap of 5.18m only  
four centimetres ahead of Bailey Brown.

Logan Gibson, Salen Primary School, 
was the under 11 winner in 2019 and this 
year won the under 13 age group ahead 
of Uilleam Mawhinney. Logan won the 
four-lap, high and long jumps and speed 
bounce with Uilleam winning the shot 
putt and triple jump.

Successful athletes from the Mull com-
petition will compete at the Argyll Final 
to be held at Atlantis Leisure, Oban, on 
Sunday March 22. Events start at noon 
with registration from 11am.

� e event, in Tobermory High School, 
was the last of four area competitions in 
Argyll this winter.

Continued from page 56
push and promote the sport 
and with the new School of 
Shinty launched this year, 
shinty development is on the 
up at Oban High School,’ said 
Mr Hamilton.

� e original Bulls v Sharks 
� xture for rugby took place 
on Wednesday. � e rivalry 
has really built up between 
the players and it was the 
Sharks who won this close-
fought a� air. A number of 
these players are part of the 
School of Rugby programme 
and have � xtures coming up. 
� om Catterwell refereed his 
� rst match and controlled 
things well. 

Rugby is strong in Oban 
High School with players 
continuing to develop.

In the netball, Katy 
MacDonald captained the 
Bulls and Aisling Duncan 
captained the Sharks in the 
� rst netball match. It was a 
great game with both teams 
exchanging goals until the 
� nal whistle. 

Miss Potts and Miss Donald 
were impressed with the 
e� ort and attitude of all the 
players. 

� e Bulls won the game in 
the � nal minute with a goal 
from captain and player of 
the match Katy MacDonald.

Girls under 13 winner Ellen MacRae, centre, her twin 
Gemma, left, who � nished third overall and Evie Kellett, 
who was second. All the girls are from Salen.

Records broken at Mull Sports Hall Athletics

Right: The football � xture 
kicked o�  Oban High 
School’s Games Week.

Left: The Bulls and Sharks 
shinty teams with their 
coaches.

Above: Oban High School 
rugby players enjoyed their 
match during Games Week.

Let the 
Games begin 
at Oban   
High School
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OBAN SAINTS YOUTHS

Results and � xtures
Last Sunday’s results: Under 13s 1 v Rossvale 4; 
Clydebank 1 v Under 14s 5; Thistle Weir v Under 15s, 
postponed; Greenock United 1 v Under 17s 3.
This Sunday’s � xtures: Under 13s v Victoria Park; Milton 
Rovers v Under 14s; Under 15s v Thistle Weir; Wester-
common Star v Under 17s. 

ADULT FOOTBALL

Results and � xtures
Last Saturday’s results: Central Scottish AFL Division 
1B – Oban Saints 3 Bridgewater 2; Greater Glasgow 
AFL Division Three – Kilbarchan 1, Oban Saints GG 0; 
Scottish Amateur FL – Premier Division One – Carlton 
YM 1, Lochgilphead Red Star 4; Dunoon v Busby, 
postponed; Parkhall 3, Campbeltown Pupils 1; Premier 
Division Two – Tarbert v Strathaven, postponed.
 This Saturday’s � xtures: Central Scottish AFL: 
Cinema Cup, � rst round - St Patrick’s FP v Oban Saints; 
Greater Glasgow AFL Division Three - Oban Saints GG 
v Westcli� ; Scottish Amateur FL: Premier Division One 
- Campbeltown Pupils v Neilston; Lochgilphead Red 
Sar v Dunoon; Premier Division Two - Houston United v 
Tarbert.   

VICTORY HALL SPORTS MONTH Bridge over troubled waters

Scott Maitland keeps an eye on Bridgewater striker Logan 
Dempsey. Lewis Cameron opens the scoring.

McAuley cements another Saints victory

A collector’s item goal from 
Myles McAuley extended 
Oban Saints’ Central Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
Division 1B winning run to 
14 games at a wintry Oban 
High School last Saturday 
a� ernoon.

Bridgewater, Scottish 
Amateur Cup semi-� nalists 
of 2018, threatened to end 
Saints’ 100 per cent record by 
twice coming from behind to 
cancel out strikes from Lewis 
Cameron and Dene Cassells. 

However, normally shot-shy 
mid� elder McAuley popped 
up in the Bridgewater six-
yard box with a 76-minute 
winner to stretch Saints’ lead 
over second-placed Blantyre 
RGM to 10 points.

Matty Kelly and Matt 
Rippon remained sidelined 
through injury, however, 
James Ford, Ross Maitland 
and Kerr Newbigging all 
returned to bolster the squad 
and increase manager Willie 
Gemmell’s options.

Visitors Bridgewater kicked 
o�  in the last of the day’s 
sunshine with ominously 
dark clouds rolling in from 
the school end.

Penalty kick
A� er a slow start, Saints got 

their noses in front in the � � h 
minute from the boot of last 
season’s top goal scorer Lewis 
Cameron. � ere was a big ap-
peal from the home side for a 
penalty kick when big defend-
er Stuart McIntosh barged 
into Aaron McKay but, as 
referee Michael Kerr waved 
play on, Craig MacEwan 
controlled the loose ball and 
rolled in Lewis Cameron for 

an easy � nish past Daniel 
Campbell.

Le�  winger Callum Boyle, 
one of nine changes to the 
Bridgewater squad from last 
September’s reverse � xture 
at Govan’s Palace of Art, 
stopped a promising break 
from David Beaton with a 
wild lunge on the pacy Saints 
winger, wide on the right.

� e Bridgewater defence 
struggled to deal with Lewis 
Cameron’s free-kick swung 
in on top of the keeper but Mr 
Kerr came to their rescue with 
an extremely tight o� side call 
against Craig MacEwan.

Graham Douglas was called 

into action in the 11th minute 
to push over a Ross Gemmell 
header from a Craig Keating 
corner kick.

David Beaton’s pace con-
tinued to cause problems for 
the visitors and the policy of  
‘stop at all costs’ also con-
tinued with central defender 
Fraser Morrison aiming two 
wild swipes at the Saints 
wide man. Incredibly referee 
Kerr considered this double 
assault worthy only of a yel-
low card and added insult to 

by Aaron McKay and Craig 
MacEwan, a Lewis Cameron 
shot from 18 yards bounced 
back o�  the inside of the 
post into the grateful arms of 
Daniel Campbell.

Bridgewater’s luck im-
proved still further when a 
breakdown in communica-
tion between Steven MacLeod 
and Graham Douglas allowed 
Logan Dempsey to nip in 
and nod the loose ball from 
another searching Craig 
Keating delivery into the 
empty net to level the scores.

Notebook
Saints full back Ruaridh 

Horne found his way into 
referee Kerr’s notebook for 
a 38-minute trip on Callum 
Boyle just inside the Saints 
half.

A Ross Canavan shove into 
the back of Lewis Cameron 
earned Saints a 42nd-minute 
free-kick on the edge of the 
Bridgewater box. Cameron’s 
free-kick was blocked behind 
for a corner kick which the 
visiting defence couldn’t fully 
clear with Myles McAuley 
� ring in a � erce shot from 
the edge of the box which 
Daniel Campbell did well to 
tip over at full stretch. From 
the resulting corner kick on 
the right Craig MacEwan 
bundled the ball over the line 
from close range however Mr 
Kerr disallowed the ‘goal’ 
for a foul on the Bridgewater 
keeper.

Leading goal scorer 
MacEwan sent another head-
er from a Lewis Cameron 
corner kick wide of target 
before Mr Kerr brought the 
� rst half to a close.

� e second half was only 
four minutes old when an 
out-of-sorts Gavin Forgrieve 
made way for Daniel 
Croarkin. 

Myles McAuley was on hand to tap home what proved to 
be the winning goal.

injury by booking Beaton for 
retaliation.

Before play could re-start 
Bridgewater were forced 
into the � rst change of the 
a� ernoon when defender 
Stuart McIntosh was replaced 
by Christopher Black. Saints 
failed to capitalise on Lewis 
Cameron’s excellent set-piece 
delivery with Craig MacEwan 
glancing a header from � ve 
yards out just wide of Daniel 
Campbell’s right hand post.

As the sleety snow began to 
blow across the park Myles 
McAuley won the ball well 
in the centre circle and sent 
Aaron McKay o�  on a run 

up the le�  wing. McKay’s 
low cross looking for Lewis 
Cameron was well cut out by 
Daniel Campbell on his six-
yard line.

Saints continued to look the 
more likely to add to the scor-
ing and David Beaton came 
close with a 29-minute front 
post header from a Lewis 
Cameron cross which � ashed 
inches wide of target.

� e visitors enjoyed a 
massive slice of luck when, 
a� er good work on the le�  

Benderloch’s Victory Hall has been used for a multitude 
of community purposes over the last century.

To celebrate its centenary year, the hall committee has 
organised a series of themed months to showcase each 
genre of these many events and March is Sports Month.

This Saturday, March 7, Lachie Strathern and his team 
will be rolling out the green carpet and throwing open 
the doors to anyone who would like to try carpet bowls.

A similar concept to curling, the idea of the game 
is to roll a bowl up a felt covered ‘alley’ and try to get 
it nearest to the centre of the rings chalked on to the 
other end.

The fun will start from 3pm onwards with all ages and 
abilities welcome.

On Saturday March 28, from 1pm-4pm, past, present 
and new players are invited to go along and try 
badminton.

Benderloch Badminton Club has been running since 
the 1930s when the old section of the hall was used, 
with low beams providing an additional challenge.

The club moved to the new hall in 1997. One of the 
key design features of the new hall was a high ceiling to 
accommodate badminton.

Badminton has been ever-present in the village since, 
with the Wednesday night youth club continuing to 
prove popular.

Run by Alasdair Calder, the club boasts two Argyll and 
Bute Council Sports Awards; Service to Sport in 2016 
and Youth Coach of the Year in 2017.

The club has also bene� ted from donations of a net, 
rackets and shuttlecocks from Argyll and Bute Council 
and thanks go to the authority for its generosity.

Both events are free, but donations to the Victory Hall 
fund are welcome.

Karyn Black and Evan Strathern ready to give 
badminton and bowls a go at the Victory Hall this 
month. 
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FOOTBALL

    P     W       D     L        F       A       GD    Pts   
Oban Saints 14     14      0      0       54      9       45      42  
Blantyre RGM 15     10      2      3       41     22      19      32  
Garrowhill Thistle 14      8       2      4       32     30        2      26  
Lesmahagow 10      5       2      3  28     13    14      17  
Cambusnethan 14      4       5      6  23     32       -9      15  
Stedfast K 15      5       2      8  22     36     -14      14  
Bridgewater 12      5       0      7       24     23        1      14  
Clydebank 15      2       2     11  19     43     -24        8  
Craigneuk 14      1       1     12       8      42     -34        4

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 5, 
2020 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.44 2.8 08.02 1.9 
 15.14 3.0 20.29 1.6
Fri 03.15 3.1 09.37 1.6 
 16.04 3.3 21.33 1.3
Sat 04.06 3.5 10.34 1.2 
 16.44 3.6 22.26 0.9
Sun 04.49 3.8 11.19 0.8 
 17.21 3.8 23.12 0.5
Mon 05.28 4.1 12.00 0.5 
 17.56 4.0 23.56 0.2
Tues 06.07 4.2 12.39 0.4 
 18.30 4.1 **.** *.*
Wed 00.39 0.1 06.45 4.3 
 13.18 0.3  19.05 4.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
2°C to 6ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
3°C to 7ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Heavy rain and a
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
4ºC to 8ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

973

Bridge over troubled waters

A jubilant Dene Cassells put Saints 2-1 in front. Match report and photographs: Derek Black

Saints regained the lead 
in the 62nd minute from a 
free kick on the right won 
by David Beaton. Lewis 
Cameron rolled the ball short 
to the unmarked Beaton on 
the edge of the Bridgewater 
box, who lo� ed a cross onto 
the head of Craig MacEwan. 
Daniel Campbell managed 
to push MacEwan’s header 
onto the crossbar but Saints 
skipper Dene Cassells was 
� rst to react and nodded the 
loose ball into the net from 
two yards’ range.

� e Saints lead lasted just 
three minutes when Andrew 
Guthrie, one of � ve survivors 
from the Bridgewater side 
which reached the semi-� -
nals of the 2017-18 Scottish 
Amateur Cup, was allowed 
time and space to measure 
a delightful chip from the 
corner of the Saints 18-yard 
box over Graham Douglas 
and into the net.

Saints ga� er Willie Gemmell 
made a double substitution 
in the 68th minute sending 
on Ross Maitland and James 
Ford to replace David Beaton 
and Aaron McKay.

Logan Dempsey picked a 
yellow card for pulling back 
James Ford as the Saints 
substitute threatened to 
make an instant impact on 
proceedings.

Work colleagues Ross 
Maitland and Myles McAuley 
combined in the 76th minute 
for what would ultimately 
prove to be the winning goal. 
Substitutes James Ford and 
Ross Maitland linked up well 

on the right and Maitland’s 
low ball across the face of 
goal was turned in at the back 
post by unlikely goal scorer 
McAuley.

Encouragement
Having hit the front for the 

third time Saints once again 
failed to build on their ad-
vantage and gave the visitors 
every encouragement that a 
third equaliser might be in 
the o�  ng.

In worsening weather con-
ditions, chances came and 
went for both sides in what 
was a frustrating watch for 
the Saints faithful.

Lewis Cameron twice 
dragged shots from promis-
ing openings wide of the far 
post while at the other end 
Mark Chisolm and Logan 
Dempsey also both failed to 
� nd the target from present-
able openings. 

Teenage striker Cammy Hill 
replaced Craig MacEwan for 
the closing minutes and his 

run of bad fortune in front of 
goal continued when Daniel 
Campbell spread himself well 
to win the one-on-one battle 
and prevent the big striker 
from easing the growing 
tension on the sidelines.

A succession of misplaced 
passes and extravagant � icks 
from Saints did nothing to 
calm the nerves before referee 
Kerr eventually called time on 
proceedings a� er � ve added 
minutes ending the agony for 
the hardy band of drenched 
and frozen spectators.

� is Saturday Saints make 
their debut in the Central 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League’s most prestigious 
cup competition when they 
travel to Dumbarton where 
they will face a tough test 
against old rivals St Patrick’s 
FP in the Cinema Cup. 

� e match will be played 
at OLSP High School,  
Howatshaws Road, 
Dumbarton. 

Kick o�  2pm. 

Craig MacEwan, number nine, sends another header wide of the target.
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INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Bridge over 
troubled 
waters

Records broken 
at Mull Sports 
Hall Athletics

SQUASH

RUGBY

Oban Ladies Squash Team 
took part in their monthly 
squad training session at 
Atlantis Leisure with four 
new members boosting their 
numbers to 22.

� e dynamic squad get 
together as o� en as possible 
to train and are split into 
groups made up of similar 
ability levels.

Team coach Colin 
MacNiven puts the women 
through staged drills, � tness 
and stamina routines and 
games to simulate live 
competitive matches.

Practice
He said: ‘We had four new 

players who joined the squad 
training this time and it 
is fantastic to see so many 
dedicated women who want 
to practise and get better at 
their chosen sport.

‘It was a great day and 
everyone put in maximum 
e� ort.’

� e team have a busy year 
ahead with � xtures and 
events taking place across the 
country, starting with a trip 
to Glasgow to play Western 
on Saturday March 21.

Squash team 
numbers 
grow ahead 
of busy year

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Oban High School pupils 
launched themselves into 
Games Week with four a� er 
school clubs taking part in 
this years Bulls v Sharks show 
down.

Now in its eighth year, the 
competition, for S1 and S2 
players, started o�  as a rugby 
contest but now includes 
football, shinty and, new to 
the mix this year, netball.

‘It all started when we were 
struggling to � nd competi-
tive games for our  younger 
players,’ explained Murray 
Hamilton, head of physical 
education at Oban High 
School.

‘We had a large number 
of players and we needed to 
get them competitive games 
so we made a draw of two 
teams, Bulls and Sharks, and 
allocated senior players to be 
coaches and lead the teams.

‘� is added another dimen-

Let the Games begin
Netball was a new addition to this year’s Bulls v Sharks showdown.

sion to it which the younger 
players all bought in to.’

Over the year, games are 
played across each sport with 
each match played at the same 
time as its respective club so 
all students can attend.

‘We have had senior stu-
dents referee matches this 
year which is great as it builds 
their leadership skills,’ added 
Mr Hamilton.

Sports
‘We have had three players 

taking part in all three sports 
– shinty, football and rugby – 
this year, which was great. 

‘� is is something we 
encourage as we would like 
to have all-round players or 
athletes. 

‘Every sport can have trans-
ferable skills.’

� e teams play for trophies. 
Mr Hamilton found the rug-
by trophy, an old ‘Heritage’ 
cup, in the old high school 

while the football, shinty 
and netball silverware was 
donated by Tom Brown from 
Telefonica UK (O2).

Games Week kicked o�  on 
Monday last week with the 
football where an exciting 
match was won 6-3 by the 
Bulls. Captains Josh Lane 
and Preston MacIntyre led 
their teams well, with the 
game played in good spirits. 
Referee Gary McIvor had a 
good game.

Tuesday’s shinty match 
started on an even keel before 
the Bulls made a charge to 
run out 8-2 winners. 

Well-attended
� e shinty club coaches 

have made a big di� erence, 
with Tuesday training ses-
sions being well-attended by 
boys and girls.

‘� ere are two shinty am-
bassadors in the school who

Continued on page 53.

Oban Lorne Ladies face 
an uphill battle in their 
National Plate campaign 
having had three of their 
four pool matches post-
poned as a result of bad  
weather.

Since being beaten by 
group leaders West of 
Scotland on February 2, 
the Green Army have been 
thwarted by storms and are 
� nding it hard to get back 
on track. On Sunday, Kelso 
are due to come calling at 
Glencruitten but that still 
leaves two games to play 
with the quarter-� nals 
scheduled to be played on 
Sunday March 22.

� e ladies have the added 
problem of playing on an 
international weekend with 
players already committed 

to going to Murray� eld to 
watch the Scotland v France 
match.

Team spokesperson Lucy 
Stewart said: ‘� is Sunday 
is the � rst of the three 
rescheduled matches which 
is frustratingly on the same 
day as Scotland vs France. 
Key players already have 
tickets to that so will unfor-
tunately miss our � xture.’

� e girls are due to travel 
to Kirkcaldy next Sunday, 
March 15, but are unsure 
when they will get their 
home � xture against Annan 
played as the Sunday a� er is 
supposed to be the quarter 
� nals.

Gill Vollum and Heather 
Fothergill are currently out 
of action but hope to be back 
on the pitch soon.
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Brexit worker shortage 
could hit Lochaber fi rms
More than a � � h of businesses 
in Lochaber could close or be 
forced to radically change their 
operations if recruiting EU 
workers becomes much harder 
due to Brexit, the Federation 
of Small Businesses Scotland 
(FSB Scotland) has warned.

Coupled with the potential 
threat of the coronavirus 
outbreak spreading, it means 
businesses, including those in 
hospitality, � sh farming and 
forestry, are facing worrying 
times.

Research for FSB Scotland’s 
new report on building an im-
migration system that works 
for Scottish small businesses 
found the further north and 
more remote one gets, the 
more reliant businesses are on 
EU workers.

Currently 40 per cent of 
Scottish � rms employ at least 
one EU worker and, based on 
past research, the Highlands 
and Islands � gure is likely to be 
at least 55 per cent.

Skye-based Hamish Fraser, 
FSB Highlands and Islands 
area leader, dismissed sugges-

tions the growth in EU worker 
numbers is simply due to low 
wages being paid.

‘It happens because business-
es really do have no choice. 
What with low unemploy-
ment, a declining and ageing 
population, and a variety of 
well-known remoteness bar-
riers, Highlands and Islands 
employers seeking sta�  with 

the skills and approach to work 
they require are forced to cast 
their nets ever wider,’ said Mr 
Fraser.

‘Clearly, the UK is a diverse 
country with di� ering needs, 
but we now have a new UK 
migration policy based on a 
one-size-� ts-all approach.

‘For a whole variety of rea-
sons, national one-size policies 
don’t work in the Highlands 
and Islands, and the conse-
quence for this region if the 
new policy is implemented will 
be dire.

‘Indeed, our research found 

one � � h of small Scottish busi-
nesses could close or radically 
change their business models if 
recruiting EU workers became 
much harder; the � gure for this 
region [Highlands and Islands] 
would be higher still.’

FSB Scotland’s new report 
has identi� ed steps the UK 
Government can adopt to meet 
the needs of small Scottish 
businesses, including separate 
visas piloted for remote parts of 
Scotland and the UK, making 
it easier for migrant workers to 
come here.

FSB development manager 
for the Highlands and Islands, 
David Richardson, added: 
‘Claims that hiring European 
workers is about cheap labour 
are just rubbish. � ese people 
want jobs, they want the 
training and skills that come 
with them, and employers 
want people with that right 
approach to work.

‘With Lochaber’s population 
forecast to fall over the next 20 
years, coupled with an already 
ageing population, it will 
become a seller’s market when 
it comes to labour as there 
won’t be enough workers to go 
round,’ he said.

Wartime bomber 
pilot Lieutenant 
Paul Over� eld 
Jnr, pictured, was 
just 21 years old 
when he was killed 
along with the 
rest of his eight-
strong crew when 
their B-17 Flying 
Fortress crashed 
in fog at Sta�  n 
on Skye on March 
3, 1945. To mark 
this week’s 75th 
anniversary of the 
crash, relatives 
of Lt Over� eld 
travelled to Skye 
from their homes 
in Arizona and 
Maryland for a 
special commem-
oration. Full story 
on pages nine and 
10.

US family on Skye for commemoration
by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

‘Claims that this is 
about cheap labour 
are just rubbish.’

Damage 
puts end 
to popular 
free bothy

The 
Buzz is 
back in 
Lochaber
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by Kirsteen Bell
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Walkers along the Banavie section 
of the Caledonian Canal were 
pleased to see a welcome � ash of 
bright turquoise and orange a� er 
the recent series of storms, writes 
Kirsteen Bell.

A king� sher has been delighting 
people through the winter as it 
darts between the canal and the 
surrounding watercourses.

� e heavy wind and rain may 
have put an end to the sightings: 
rough weather and higher water 

levels o� en send king� shers 
searching for more sheltered terri-
tory, such as along Loch Eil or into 
Loch Linnhe. However, when the 
skies cleared – albeit brie� y – it was 
seen once again.

King� shers have been spotted 
with varying success for many 
years in the area as they feed upon 
the minnows and sticklebacks in 
the canal.

Jon Mercer, from Glenloy 
Wildlife, told Lochaber Times: 
‘� ey may have been set back by 

the very cold winters experienced 
in the area around 2010 when the 
canal froze to a depth of a foot for 
over a fortnight.’

Populations of king� shers can 
take years to recover from a bad 
winter. Lochaber is the northern 
edge of the king� shers’ range in 
Scotland, although they have been 
seen occasionally at the Inverness 
end of the canal. Mr Mercer added: 

‘� eir territories depend on the 
available food. � ey can normally 
be found around a couple of miles 
of productive water.’

� e sightings this winter have 
ranged from the weir at Corpach 
basin and the top of the locks, to 
beyond the river at Loy Sluice. � e 
range indicates that the sightings 
could be of di� erent birds.

� ere is very little di� erence be-

tween male and female king� shers, 
making them harder to identify. 

For those who manage to get a 
closer look, the male beak is en-
tirely black and the female has an 
orange-pink tinge to its lower beak.

February is usually the beginning 
of their breeding season, and there 
is a chance that, if a male and fe-
male have neighbouring territories, 
they may form a pair. 

If so, they will nest in burrows 
along the banks of a waterway, 
which a� ords the birds some 
protection from predators such as 
mink and pine martens.

If the nests are successful, walkers 
along the canal may want to keep 
their eyes peeled for an increase in 
the birds’ activity around April and 
May, as they attempt to feed their 
� rst brood of new chicks.

Once the young king� shers have 
le�  their nest, however, do not 
expect a corresponding increase 
in sightings – the parents will soon 
chase their o� spring away from 

the territory before laying a second 
clutch of eggs.

Humans can also pose a risk to 
the future presence of king� shers 
on the canal.    If the nests are dis-
turbed at all then these shy birds 
may stay away from their young for 
too long, which can have disastrous 
consequences at a time when feed-
ing is so important to the survival 
of the brood.

For now, keep a hopeful eye out 
for their continued brilliance with 
the approach of spring.

Colourful kingfi sher 
enchants canal walkers

King� shers have been spotted with varying success for many years in the Banavie area, near the canal.

‘They may have been 
set back by the very cold 
winters around 2010.’

February is usually 
the beginning of their 
breeding season.

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Building Consultancy
Quantity Surveying • Project Management
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A man has been found guilty 
of receiving £10,236.25 in 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) payments, despite 
walking more than 10,000 
steps in his job as a hospital 
porter.

Michael MacLeod, 62, 
was found guilty last Friday, 
February 28, of knowingly 
failing to tell of a change in 
circumstances that would 
a� ect his DLA.

Fort William Sheri�  Court 
heard that between October 
2014 and March 2018, 
MacLeod – who had pleaded 
not guilty – received £10,236.25 
in DLA payments to which 
he was not entitled due to an 
undeclared improvement in 

his condition. MacLeod, of 7 
McAndie Court, Glenlochy 
Road, Fort William, su� ered 
an injury to his foot in a mo-
torbike accident which led to 
surgery and a bolt being put in 
his ankle, which made walking 
di�  cult and caused pain.

� e court heard that in 2006, 
in an application for DLA, 
MacLeod said he could only 
walk eight yards before he had 
to stop, that he fell up to three 
times every day, would not be 
able to walk seven days a week, 
used crutches indoors and 
needed assistance going up 
and down stairs.

Details of two jobs were 
revealed to the court which 
demonstrated MacLeod was 

able to move around much 
more than previously thought.

From October 2014, 
MacLeod worked on the Boyd 
Bros haulage site in Corpach 
for just over a year, where he 
was mainly driving a loading 
vehicle but had to walk 300 
metres to get to the vehicle.

From May 2016 to the pres-
ent, MacLeod had worked as a 
hospital porter, walking more 
than 10,000 steps in every shi�  
and managing to occasionally 
walk 500 metres to work. � e 
court heard MacLeod – who 
still takes painkillers – was able 
to work and walk much further 
thanks to an ankle brace he 
bought using DLA money.

Procurator � scal depute Niall 

Man is found guilty of 
£10,000 benefi ts fraud

Police appeal for information 
on missing climber Andrew
Police are becoming ‘increas-
ingly concerned’ and ap-
pealing for any information 
a� er a climber was reported 
missing from Fort William 
over the weekend following 
an avalanche.

Andrew Vine, 41, was 
last seen on the west face of 
Aonach Mor, Fort William, 
around 1pm on Friday 
February 28.

He is described as white, � ve 
feet 11 inches tall, of medium 
build with ginger/brown 
hair and a beard. When last 
seen   he was wearing a red 
jacket, yellow La Sportiva 
boots, black trousers and 
carrying a yellow rucksack.

A search of the mountain 
and surrounding area is 
ongoing involving police, 
mountain rescue teams and 
the Coastguard.

Leading the search for Mr 
Vine, along with Glencoe 
and Cairngorm MRTs, is 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team, which stated: ‘� ere 
were two people in the party 
and one was able to make 
their way out to the ski area of 
Aonach Mor, despite su� er-
ing injuries in the avalanche. 
Extensive searches have failed 
to locate the second person.

‘� e ongoing high avalanche 
risk across the search area has 
not helped the operation and 
rescuers have been operating 
in very high risk locations. So 
far some 120-plus man days 
have been spent on the search 
assisted by both R151 from 

Inverness and R948 from 
Stornoway [search and rescue 
helicopters (SARH)].

‘We are presently assessing 
as to how we proceed with 
this search as the weather 
conditions and the high ava-
lanche risk could put rescuers 
at risk.

‘We would like to thank 
the Glencoe and Cairngorm 
teams for their support to-
gether with the SARH crews.

‘Our thoughts are with 
the family and friends 

of the missing person.’
Sergeant Ross McCartney 
of Police Scotland, Fort 
William, said: ‘As time passes, 
we are becoming increasingly 
concerned for Mr Vine and 
would like to speak to anyone 
who has seen him since 1pm 
on Friday February 28.’

Anyone with information 
is asked to contact police at 
Fort William immediately 
via telephone number 101 
quoting incident number 
1915 of February 28.

Missing climber Andrew Vine.

Emergency 
teams recover 
body of 
missing man
Police have con� rmed the 
body of a man was found 
in the River Nevis in Glen 
Nevis shortly a� er 3pm on 
� ursday February 27.

� e family of Tomas 
Gafrik, 40, from Slovakia, 
who had 
been 
reported 
missing 
in the 
area, 
has been 
informed 
and Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team later 
con� rmed it was him.

A statement on Friday 
February 28 read: ‘Sadly, 
we helped to recover Tomas 
Gafrik yesterday evening 
from the water slide area of 
upper Glen Nevis.

‘All our thoughts go out to 
his friends and family at this 
di�  cult time.’

� e body was recovered 
with the assistance of the 
Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service.

Macdonald said: ‘During his 
evidence, [MacLeod] was, at 
some stages, underplaying his 
ability to walk, saying he could 
only go 100 yards, contradict-
ing his own acceptance that he 
walked much more than this 
while at Boyd Brothers.

‘� e number of steps carried 
out in hospital would be con-
siderably more than that which 
is indicated. Overall, there was 
reluctant acceptance that his 
capabilities were much in con-
trast to his declared abilities, 
contrary to his denial today.’

Defending MacLeod, solic-
itor Stephen Kennedy said: 
‘� ere was no evidence that 
any information was sent to 
Mr MacLeod a� er his initial 
award of DLA saying he must 
promptly inform of a change.
� e question then arises, how 
is it shown he knew he had to 
report if a change did exist, to 
a prescribed person, and what 
severity of the change?’

Sheri�  Eilidh MacDonald 

said: ‘� e evidence of those 
working with you during the 
period of the libel and by your 
own evidence today most of 
these limitations were not pres-
ent in your daily life during the 
time libelled.

‘� at was a change. You knew 
you were getting a higher rate 
of DLA. You knew that if your 
ability improved, you would 
have to tell DWP, you said so 
at interview. You knew there 
was a change and you would 
bene� t because of it. You did 
not report the change. If you 
had, you would have been 
reassessed at that time. You 
were getting a motability car 
from 2006 because it had been 
assessed that you were virtu-
ally unable to walk. You knew 
that situation changed and you 
didn’t report it.’

Sentence has been deferred  
until March 24 to allow the 
court to establish if the accused 
has paid any of the money 
back.
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A Lochaber estate owner 
says he has been forced into 
ending open access to one of 
the Highlands’ most popular 
bothies due to the surge in 
the number of people using it 
and leaving behind rubbish, 
human excrement in bags 
and even chopping wood 
from nearby fragile oak.

Ardnish Estate, the owner of 
the  Peanmeanach bothy, has 
now informed the Mountain 
Bothies Association that it 
has decided the building will 
cease to be an open access 
bothy with e� ect from early 
October this year, when it 
will be locked.

� e bothy, located near the 
north shore of Lochailort, o�  
the road between Glen� nnan 
and Arisaig, has been 
maintained by the Mountain 
Bothies Association since 

1975. On its website, the asso-
ciation states: ‘� e reason for 
closure is based on problems 
the estate sees as arising 

from an increased number of 
visitors. We are sorry to lose 
this popular bothy but would 
like to express our gratitude 

to the estate for allowing us 
to maintain the building as 
an open shelter since 1975.’

� e estate’s plan is to 
renovate the building, before 
re-opening and running it 
on a not-for-pro� t basis as a 
keyed bookable bothy, with 
any pro� ts made used to 
further enhance the building.

Estate owner Peter Stewart-
Sandeman told the Lochaber 
Times this week that he 
was sad things had come 
to this a� er 45 years of the 
bothy being available on the 
same basis, but the pressure 
from numbers was just 
unsustainable.

‘It’s always been popular as 
a � agship bothy and that is 
part of the problem – num-
bers have risen to a level that 
is just unsustainable,’ he said.

‘We’ve had groups of up to 
20 people on stag parties us-
ing the bothy and another 20 
camping outside and, with no 
toilet facilities, it is causing 
problems.

‘Since the inclusion of the 
bothy in � e Bothy Bible 
some three years ago,   num-
bers using Peanmeanach 
have just exploded and we’ve 
had people leaving rubbish 
everywhere, cutting down 
parts of the fragile oakwoods 
to burn and even � lling Tesco 
bags with excrement and 
leaving them lying around.

‘And with the inclusion of 
Peanmeanach in the new 
Scottish Bothy Walks book, I 
fear the problem is only going 
to be exacerbated unless we 
do something,’ he added.

‘A lot of bothies won’t have 
problems at this level because 
they are fairly remote – but 
Peanmeanach is a reasonable 

walking distance from the 
main road, making it more 
accessible.’

Mr Stewart-Sandeman said 
he had been in talks with the 
MBA for over a year on the 
best way forward but now felt 
the only option to solve the 
problems while still allowing 

a reasonable level of access 
was to convert the use of the 
bothy to something more 
along  the lines of the moun-
tain cabin network found in 
Norway.

‘Peanmeanach will be 
closed in early October and 
be upgraded and refurbished. 
It will then be available to 
book probably from about 
the following May onwards. 
It will be on a not-for-pro� t 
basis with the money generat-
ed being ploughed back into 
maintaining it,’ explained Mr 

Stewart-Sandeman.
Written by Geo�  Allan, 

� e Bothy Bible and the new 
Scottish Bothy Walks, which 
again features Ardnish and 
Peanmeanach, are published 
by Wild � ings Publishing.

� e company told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘We are very 
sad to hear Peanmeanach is 
being converted to a keyed 
bothy or holiday cottage.

‘� e number of visitors 
to the bothy has increased 
dramatically in the past 
decade or so, and from well 
before 2017 when � e Bothy 
Bible was published. It has 
been on Google Maps for 
many years and, with its own 
idyllic sandy sunset beach 
and relatively short walk-in 
time from the main road near 
popular Fort William, it has 
always attracted those look-
ing for a bit of a party bothy.

‘Sadly, there has always been 
a minority which has created 
problems with irresponsible 
latrine and � rewood behav-
iour, but there is nothing to 
suggest these are the same 
people who buy guidebooks.’

Damage and rubbish put 
end to popular free bothy

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Guide books featuring the bothy, written by Geo�  Allan, 
pictured, are claimed to be fuelling the boom in visitor 
numbers. Photograph: Jonathan Andrews. Peanmeanach bothy, left, 
on Ardnish has a stunning beachside location. 
Photograph: Wild Things Publishing.

‘It has attracted those 
looking for a bit of a 
party bothy.’

All units, appliances, sink & tap, laminate worktops, 
glass splashback & shelves included.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

**

*

Price includes fitting subject to survey.
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Pupils win £3,000 for project
Voluntary Action Lochaber’s Bryan Gregg, left, and pupils Emma MacLachlan, Isabella 
Sutherland and Alex MacKinnon present the cheque to Jane Gaze.  Photograph: Patricia Kennedy

Now in its fourth year, the 
Youth and Philanthropy 
Initiative (YPI) run by 
Ardnamurchan High School 
asked students to present 
on local social issues to win 
£3,000 for a chosen charity 
addressing that issue.

In small groups, S3 students 
prepared and made a pres-
entation to a panel of judges 
and representatives from 
charities.

� is year, the programme 
ran as an inter-disciplinary 
project between RME and 
English; RME focusing on 
the social issues and English 
the content and presentation 
skills. � e eight charities 

represented were: Lochaber 
Hope, RNLI, Strontian Men’s 
Shed, West Lochaber Hospital 
Transport Project, Lochaber 
Women’s Aid, Ewen’s Room, 
Lochaber Foodbank and 
Shopmobility Lochaber. � e 
panel took almost an hour 
to deliberate and decided on 
the group championing West 
Lochaber Hospital Transport 
Project as the winners.

Isabella Sutherland, Alex 
Mac Kinnon and Emma 
Mac Lachlan delivered an 
inter active, informative 
and thought-provoking 
presentation which won the 
much-needed £3,000 for the 
charity to the delight of the 

representative. An Ardna-
murchan High spokesperson 
said: ‘Despite the challenges of 
the weather, which resulted in 
some absence and some tech-
nical problems on the morning 
of the event, the pupils were 
magni� cent and rose to the 
occasion. All the hard work 
and nerves were worth it as 
every group gave clear, well-
thought-out and emotional 
presentations which were all 
worthy of winning.

‘It was an excellent event 
with a deserving winning 
group and awareness has 
been raised for all the char-
ities which do such amazing 
work. A huge well done to all.’

Lochaber’s roads can expect 
to see a ‘fair share’ of the 
extra £20 million in capital 
spending announced as part 
of Highland Council budget 
proposals, due to be dis-
cussed today (� ursday) at a 
special meeting in Inverness.

� is is according to 
Councillor Allan Henderson, 
Caol and Mallaig, speaking 
to the Lochaber Times fol-
lowing Highland Council’s 
announcement of what would 
be its biggest ever single 
investment in roads with an 
extra £20 million capital con-
tained in its budget proposals 
for the year 2020/21.

� e budget proposals were 
announced by budget leader 
Alister MacKinnon at a 
press conference at Highland 
Council headquarters last 
week.

To support the investment 
in roads, there are proposals 
to increase council tax by 
4.84 per cent (just over £1 per 
week for those households on 
Band D) – which is broken 
down to three per cent to bal-
ance the budget and 1.84 per 
cent for investing in roads.

Council tax reduction 

recipients will continue to be 
protected (generally Bands 
A-C). � e increase would 
enable a fund of £20 million 
for capital schemes and an 
additional £1.3 million of 
annual revenue for road 
maintenance.

Councillor Henderson said 
if this proposal for extra roads 

investment was accepted by 
all the councillors, or at least 
a majority, it would allow 
the council an opportunity 
to address the imbalance of 
funding allocated to   roads 
for many years. ‘By investing 
£1 million in capital funding 
up to £20 million can be spent 
over the next two years in an 

e� ort to deliver resurfacing 
rather than remedial patch-
ing which has a very short 
life,’ Councillor Henderson 
said.

‘I would expect Lochaber 
to get its fair share of the 
allocation which, going by 
the current formula, would 
generate just short of £2 
million along with a further 
share of revenue funding for 
cyclical maintenance. It is 
fair to point out that some of 
the £2 million would be used 
for modern plant which al-
lows our workforce to deliver 
a better surface.

‘� e bene� t of this extra 
money is that it’s purely for 
road repairs and not gobbled 
up, as the normal budget is, 
for winter maintenance and 
ongoing repairs, as well as 
gully clearing and weather 
events. I would expect to see 
long-desired projects such as 
resurfacing in Mallaig, Morar 

and Caol centres being de-
livered through this � nance 
stream, just as I am sure my 
other Lochaber colleagues 
will have pet projects.’

Leader of the council 
Margaret Davidson com-
mented: ‘� is budget is a road 
to recovery for the council. 
We need to build our reserves 
for a sustainable future, 
invest in redesign in order to 
transform the council, and 
make substantial improve-
ment to our roads.’

Mr MacKinnon added: 
‘� ese are ambitious budget 
proposals which also seek to 
invest in people, skills, plant 
and places. � e budget has 
also been shaped to deliver 
sustainability, to fund work 
to achieve e�  ciency and 
improvement, to restructure 
our services to enable change 
and address climate change, 
storm damage and future 
resilience.’

Lochaber can ‘expect’ its fair share 
of extra £20m spending on roads

The money would be used for badly needed resurfacing, such as on the A82 in Fort 
William. Photograph: Abrightside

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

The Buzz is back in Lochaber
The Rockskool group from South Lochaber came to perform at Studio 2. Photograph: Abrightside

� e Buzz Project celebrated 
its return by staging a gig at 
Studio 2 in Fort William with 
performances from Radio Blu 
and Rockskool.

� e mission of the project is 
to enable 14-to-25-year-olds 
to learn how to properly 
express themselves, build 
self-con� dence and learn new 
skills.

� eir main location is 
Studio 2 next to � e Parade 
in Fort William, where they 
have a multi-purpose space 
with music and games equip-
ment that can be rented out 
three nights a week.

Studio 1 is the main o�  ce 
and recording studio but, ow-
ing to a lot of people not being 
able to get to Fort William 
easily, the Buzz Bus travels to 
outlying areas to get people 
involved in music.

A converted bus that has a 
seating area with tea and cof-
fee facilities, the Buzz Bus has 
a recording studio in the rear 
with an electric drum kit, 
guitars and a mixing deck.

Owing to the challenge of 
� nding drivers for the bus, 
it has not been out as much 
recently, but with a driver 
now secured and roads much 

clearer, the team is hoping 
to get the bus out to areas 
like Ballachulish, Mallaig, 
Spean Bridge and areas of 
Ardnamurchan for the � rst 
time.

Janis Strachan, a Buzz 
Project volunteer, said: ‘It was 
a great turnout on the night 
of the gig and brilliant to see 
so much young talent in our 
local area. We are hoping to 
have another gig at the end of 
March with West Highland 
College, so stay tuned.’

More details can be found 
on the group’s website and 
Facebook page.

� e island of Eigg, bought by 
its community in 1997, will 
build a hub for its residents 
thanks to the Regeneration 
Capital Grant Fund (RCGF).

� e fund for people from 
disadvantaged and remote 
rural communities distribut-
ed more than £23 million this 
year and the Eigg Community 
Hub redevelopment will get 
£100,000 for 2020/21 with 
the rest coming in the next 
� nancial year.

Stewarded by the Isle of Eigg 
Heritage Trust, the island has 
a population of 110 and the 
original community centre – 
built in 1998 – is struggling 
to cope with islanders and 
11,000-plus annual visitors.

Becca Long, project man-
ager for the community hub, 
told the Lochaber Times 
the news of the funding was 

exciting for the community. 
She said: ‘An Laimhrig is the 
heart of the community, the 
biggest shared resource, the 
economic, social and heritage 
hub; it brings the community 
together.

‘An Laimhrig means point 
of anchorage, safe harbour, 
and that is exactly what it has 
been for Eigg’s community.

‘� e size and scale of the 
development is designed 
to support the needs of a 
community growing in 
con� dence and number, fa-
cilitating increased economic 
opportunities for islanders, 
a social heart, promoting 
inclusion, integration and 
cohesion; encouraging Eigg’s 
younger generation to im-
agine a future on their home 
island.

‘It will also help the com-
munity take another step for-
wards in our journey towards 
becoming carbon net zero.’

� e hub will create eight 
new jobs, support 25 existing 
ones and regenerate old 
buildings.

Sam Foster, the architect 
who did initial drawings for 
the hub, has worked exten-
sively with people on the 
island who are now working 
with WT Architecture.

Mr Foster said: ‘Eigg is pop-
ulated by the most positive, 
welcoming, can-do minded 

people I’ve ever met.
‘� eir energy and enthusi-

asm for major infrastructure 
projects like the hub project, 
and a� ordable housing that 
I’ve worked with them on, are 
essential components of their 
eventual success.

‘It was a real privilege to 
work with residents and 
businesses on the island.’

Eigg received the largest 
sum of money of the three 

projects included in the 
RCGF this year. Other pro-
jects were the Inverasdale 
Community Centre at 
£291,265, and the Sta�  n 
Slipway Redevelopment at 
£969,000. � ere were 25 
awards across Scotland this 
year.

� e regeneration fund, part 
delivered by the Convention 
of Scottish Local Authorities 
(COSLA), will have given 
over £160 million of invest-
ment since it was set up in 
2014.

� e fund is open, on a com-

petitive basis, to applications 
from all 32 Scottish local au-
thorities, urban regeneration 
companies, and other special 
purpose vehicles.

An independent investment 
panel agrees recommenda-
tions to Scottish Ministers 
and COSLA on projects to be 
o� ered grant support.

COSLA’s environment 
and economy spokesperson 
Councillor Steven Heddle 
said: ‘� e Regeneration 
Capital Grant Fund con-
tinues to provide local au-
thorities with an invaluable 
tool to help deliver on the 
regeneration aspirations of 
the communities which they 
represent.

‘� e range of projects 
re� ects the need for localised 
approaches to help regenerate 
communities across the 
country, all of which will help 
deliver strong economic, so-
cial and physical outcomes.’

Eigg receives £1.2m for 
community hub project

A mock up of the new 
tearoom/cafe area that 
residents and upwards of 
11,000 visitors to the island 
each year, can enjoy. 
Photograph: WT Architecture 

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
YOURSELF!
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER
� is is Scottish Apprentice ship 
Week, when we celebrate the 
bene� ts such training brings to 
businesses, individuals and the 
economy.

Old-fashioned ideas about 
apprenticeships no longer 
apply and there’s no limit to 
where an apprenticeship can 
take you. Scottish apprentice-
ships are for everyone, and for 
every business, no matter its 
size or sector.

Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce play a role in shap-
ing apprenticeships by repre-
senting the voice of business 
on the Scottish Apprenticeship 
Advisory Board.

Scotland faces a growing 
demographic challenge, with 
its working-age population 
projected to stall by 2043. 
One area Scotland has grown 
considerably in recent years, 
to help tackle the demographic 
and skills challenges, is in 

apprenticeships. Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce 
network members increasingly 
recognise the vital role appren-
ticeships play in developing the 
future workforce needed to en-
hance business performance.

In uncertain times, there are 
clear bene� ts to take advantage 
of the foundation, modern 
and graduate apprenticeships 
framework.

Developing the Young 
Workforce (DYW) West 
Highland, hosted by Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce, 
forms part of the Scottish 
Government youth employ-
ment strategy to prepare young 
people for work.

It has created an inspirational 

and educational series of 
video case studies showcasing 
apprenticeship programmes 
in a diverse range of industry 
sectors across Lochaber, Skye 
and Wester Ross.

� ese 10 short � lms capture 
win-win examples of appren-
ticeship programmes in a 
mixture of private and public 
sector organisations from the 
perspective of both the busi-
nesses and their apprentices. 
� e videos feature apprentices 
at Alvance British Aluminium, 
Forestry and Land Scotland, 
CalMac, � e Highland 
Council and West Highland 
College UHI. Watch on the 
DYW West Highland YouTube 
channel to see how apprentice-
ships work. Find out how your 
business could bene� t from 
apprenticeships by contacting 
DYW West Highland on 01397 
705765 or see www.dywwest-
highland.org

Review of food waste 
recycling in rural areas
As the population becomes 
more climate conscious, peo-
ple are looking for extra ways 
to reduce their impact on the 
environment.

One way is to segregate food 
from general waste because as 
food breaks down in land� ll, 
it releases methane into the 
atmosphere, a substance 
many times more potent than 
carbon dioxide.

At the moment, recycling of 
food waste – to be made into 
things like compost for local 
authorities to use – is only 
carried out in urban areas, 
with Inverness being the only 
place in Highland where it 
can be done.

However, Zero Waste 
Scotland is undertaking a 
review of the feasibility of 
o� ering food waste bins in 
more rural areas, such as Fort 
William.

A spokesperson for ZWS 

said: ‘At present, Waste 
(Scotland) Regulations 2012 
de� nes most of the Highlands 
as being under the rural 
exemption so food waste 
segregation only applies in 
Inverness.

‘Some other Scottish coun-
cils, however, do provide a 
service even in rurally ex-
empt areas and we have been 
involved in trying to collate 
information on these “above 
and beyond” collections.

‘A measure from last year’s 
Food Waste Reduction 
Action Plan is to “consult 
on the rural exemption and 
review the food waste separa-
tion requirements”.

‘� is includes looking at 
the potential bene� ts and 
impacts of updating the rural 
exemption classi� cation, 
particularly to accommodate 
population changes, for both 
households and businesses.’

Silence over KFC 
franchise is � nger 
lickin’ strange
� e mystery surrounding 
what is happening with the 
Kentucky Fried Chicken fran-
chise building still standing 
empty in Fort William is now 
thickening quicker than the 
well-known gravy some of its 
customers pour on their party 
buckets of takeaway food.

� e last word on what was 
happening with the franchise, 
constructed on the town’s 
North Road, was in October, 
when a spokesperson for 

the franchisee, � e Herbert 
Group, said the opening of 
the town’s new KFC branch 
had only been delayed.

‘Regrettably, matters 
beyond our control have de-
layed our opening, but we’re 
working on these currently 
and hope to have some good 
news soon,’ the Lochaber 
Times was told.

Everything from a con-
struction and landscaping 
point of view on the site on 
North Road seems to be com-
plete, but the building still 
appears devoid of equipment 

and furniture, and it has been 
months since it was reported 
that sta�  recruitment notices 
had since disappeared.

Asked this week if there 
was any ‘good news’ yet, the 
same spokesperson told us: 
‘Unfortunately, there is no 
update on the restaurant at 
this time, but we will let you 
know if this changes.’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

The new KFC site in Fort William is still empty. 

The Free Wills Month charities are paying for a limited number of simple Wills.
If your Will is complex, you can pay the solicitor for extra advice.

There is no obligation to include a gift to any of the charities. The campaign is intended for those aged 55 and over. O
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0freewillsmonth.org.uk

be?
legacy
will your

What

Your Will touches the lives of your loved ones – and also future generations.

If you’re 55 or over, make or update your Will for free
and include a gift to a cause dear to you.

Your Will can transform lives.

Free Wills Month is your chance to leave your lasting legacy.

Please quote Free Wills Month
when you call a solicitor:

NEILL CLERK & MURRAY
Charlene Duncan
01475 724 522

3 Ardgowan Square
Greenock PA16 8NW

MCCLURE SOLICITORS
Lucy Clare

0800 852 1999
35 Nicolson Street
Greenock PA15 1UL

E THORNTON & CO
Sophie Mossman
01631 566 771

17-19 Lochside Street
Oban PA34 4HP
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by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Western Isles Council has 
approved a budget for 2020 
that includes a near � ve per 
cent rise in the council tax for 
islanders.

At � ursday’s meeting of the 
full council leader Councillor 
Roddie Mackay’s budget was 
overwhelmingly approved by 
members.

In his speech, the comhairle 
leader said his warning last 
year on budget day that the 
comhairle faced greater chal-
lenges than at any other time in 
its history still stood this year.

‘Despite the suggestion 
that austerity is behind us, it 
remains the case that since 
2010 the comhairle has seen 
a funding reduction of 14 per 
cent, the biggest of any council 
in Scotland, amounting to 
£16m,’ he said.

‘� e new monies announced 

on Wednesday February 26, 
thanks to an agreement with 
the Green Party, mean that 
we will have nearly £0.3m 
less cash to spend on our core 
services [an improvement of 
some £0.7m on the original 
settlement].

‘� e comhairle strives to de-
liver the best services it can for 
our communities, educating 
our children, looking a� er the 

vulnerable, keeping our roads 
safe and recycling our waste.

‘We will continue to do our 
best to work with the Scottish 
Government and our commu-
nities to minimise the e� ect on 
services and o� set the impact 
on our economy.’

Mr Mackay said the 
comhairle’s transformation 
programme sought to tackle 
the reduction in core funding 

not just by cutting but by rede-
signing services, empowering 
communities, and growing al-
ternative income, both revenue 
and capital.

‘� ere is no doubt that with 
reductions in funding of this 
scale we will still see service 
reductions which is inevitably 
re� ected in the choices before 
us,’ he said.

‘However, we must not lose 
sight of the progress we have 
made through initiatives 
such as eSgoil, the Islands 
Act, Gaelic – all supported 
through partnership working.   
And there is the prospect of 
announcement of a Growth 
Deal for the Islands in the next 
� nancial year

‘� e comhairle has a long 
tradition of supporting health 
and social care and 2020/21 is 
no exception. I am proposing 
that we increase the Cùram 
is Slàinte nan Eilean Siar 
budget by passing on in full 

the additional monies in the 
settlement.

‘I am, however, concerned 
about the present de� cit in the 
IJB which is one of the reasons 
why it is important that we 
protect reserves as much as 
we can. Our available capital 
funding has also reduced by 
some £1.4m and, if funding 
continues at this level, we will 
have a £5m shortfall in our 
2018-23 programme.

‘I am therefore recommend-
ing – there is no alternative 
– that we undertake an urgent 
review of the programme for 
us to consider at the next series 
of meetings.

‘� e two biggest projects in 
our programme, the Lewis 
Residential Care Development 
and Castlebay Campus are 
� agship projects that show 
what can be delivered through 
partnership working. However, 
we must not lose sight of the 
need for investment our roads 

and infrastructure.
‘� is is a di�  cult budget for 

all councils but, thanks to our 
prudent planning and strategic 
use of balances in this and pre-
vious years, we are able to plan 
our savings in a measured way.

‘Nonetheless I am recom-
mending that we use the 
additional � exibility that the 
Scottish Government has giv-
en us to raise Council Tax by 
4.84 per cent, which, for nine 
in every 10 households on our 
islands will be no more than 
£1.01 a week. 

‘� ere remains a risk we 
may need to revisit our 
budget following the Scottish 
Government and UK budget 
approvals in early March but 
in the meantime this budget 
represents a reasonable and 
responsible continuation of the 
journey we started in 2018 and 
I recommend that we continue 
to work together to implement 
these recommendations.’

Isles budget means fi ve 
per cent council tax rise

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar leader Councillor Roddie 
Mackay.

Hidden away in the quiet village of Port Appin, Argyll, on the 
shores of Loch Linnhe and surrounded by the spectacular raw 

beauty of the magnifi cent west coast of Scotland, you will fi nd
The Pierhouse Hotel and Seafood Restaurant

Escape to seafood heaven

Our renowned AA Rosetted Restaurant has won a fast-growing reputation 
as one of Argyll’s best-kept secrets. We aim to share our passion for 

excellent food, wine and service, with dishes simply cooked to perfection 
and served with unbeatable sea views.

The restaurant is open from 12.30pm to 2.30pm and 6.00pm to 9.00pm. 

Booking is strongly recommended, especially in the evenings

www.pierhousehotel.co.uk

Book now by phone or email
01631 730302  reservations@pierhousehotel.co.uk

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY
START EXPLORING!

#ScottishWhiskyTrail

YOUR WHISKY 
JOURNEY 
STARTS HERE

THE NEW APP FROM 
CASK & STILL MAGAZINE
If you are a whisky lover or just want to try the 
best drams in Scotland then download our free 
app today and make the most of your time in the 
home of whisky.

Our new app is your pocket guide to the 
Scottish whisky scene. Use our interactive map 
to fi nd the best places to shop, buy and sample 
Scotland’s national drink, all at the touch of a 
button.  

Visit iconic whisky bars, rub shoulders with 
local whisky experts and get the best advice 
on how to enjoy your preferred dram. 

Above all have fun and remember – 
drink sensibly.

Slàinte!

START EXPLORING!

*You must be 18 years or older to purchase alcohol within the UK.
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Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP Kate Forbes.

An estimated 2,700 young people 
in Lochaber could have access to 
free bus travel across the country 
if the Scottish government’s plans 
are introduced next year.

� e new concessionary scheme 
was set out in its budget, which 
will give free bus travel to those 
aged 18 and under.

� e latest � gures produced by 
National Records of Scotland 
estimate there were 11,452 people 
aged between � ve and 18 in the 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
constituency in 2018. A look at 
current school rolls shows just 
over 2,700 in all Lochaber prima-
ry and secondary schools.

� e Scottish Government will 
undertake work on design and 
due diligence with a view to 
introducing such a scheme in 
January 2021.

Lochaber and Skye MSP and 
� nance secretary Kate Forbes 
said: ‘Free bus travel will be an 
enormous bene� t to young people 
across my constituency of Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch.

‘I know how expensive it can be 

for young people to travel across 
the Highlands and between the 
central belt and the Highlands.

‘� e concessionary travel 
scheme for older people has 
seen more people using the bus 
and therefore making more bus 
services viable.

‘Concessionary travel has also 
brought bene� ts to passengers 
themselves as it helps to combat 
isolation and loneliness. I’m 

delighted that it will now be 
extended to young people.

‘Alongside the £500 million 
investment in bus infrastructure 
previously announced by the 
Scottish Government, this radical 
and innovative approach will 
help deliver a step change in the 
use of public transport.’

Access to public transport for 
all is something of particular 
interest to Developing the Young 

Workforce (DYW). � e West 
Highland group thinks the 
government should go further in 
provisions for rural areas where 
young people can � nd it di�  cult 
to access the best career opportu-
nities, o� en due to travel.

Lesley Ben� eld, programme 
director DYW West Highland, 
commented: ‘We would push fur-
ther to see the ambition extended 
to an all-in-one free pass for bus, 
rail and ferry travel for under-18s.

‘Scotland is under-investing in 
its young people at a time when 
the economy faces skill shortages.

‘Our region (Lochaber, Skye 
and Wester Ross) covers a sixth of 
Scotland’s landmass and 90 per 
cent of our young people live and 
study in a rural location.

‘Access to career inspiration and 
work experience opportunities 
for under-18s results in busi-
nesses having access to the best 
possible workforce.

‘� is will not happen unless the 
government ensures that the cost 
of travelling to a work placement 
or careers opportunity does not 
continue to place our young 
people at a disadvantage to their 
peers in Scotland.’

Thousands of Lochaber’s young 
people to bene� t from free buses

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

WHAT’S ON
 Friday March 6: World Day 
of Prayer service will be held 
at 2pm in Kilmallie Church of 
Scotland, Caol. It is interdenom-
inational, ecumenical and for 
all ages. This year’s service was 
written by women of Zimbabwe 
and the theme is to Rise, Take 
your Mat and Walk.
 Thursday March 5: Lochaber 
Local History Society sees 
former councillor and local GP 
Dr Michael Foxley speaking on 
Working with Communities as 
a Councillor. All welcome. Ben 
Nevis Hotel, Fort William, 7pm.

 Monday March 9: Lochaber 
Natural History Society talk by 
Roddy Muir entitled Ben Nevis 
- Remnant of a Lost Volcanic 
Landscape. Ben Nevis Hotel, 
Fort William, 7.30pm.
 Monday March 16: Lochaber 
Sensory Care will hold an 
outreach clinic at Ballachulish 
– Abbey� eld Care Home, from 
10.30am to 12.30pm.
 Tuesday March 17: An illus-
trated talk entitled Caman Play 
Shinty, by Hugh Dan MacLennan 
at Ardnamurchan High School, 
7.30pm. In aid of Lochaber 

District Shinty Memories Group.
 Wednesday March 18: 
Memories of Caol - by a Caol 
Dude: Join Hugh Dan MacLen-
nan at Caol Community Centre, 
2pm. In aid of Lochaber Shinty 
Memories Group.
 Wednesday March 18: A 
Question of Shinty: quiz in 
Sunny’s Bar, Fort William, at 
7.30pm.
 Saturday March 21: Caol 
Primary School spring fete with 
teas/co� ees/soup/hot dogs. 
Also baking and bottle stalls, raf-
� e and silent auction with some 

great prizes. Sammy’s doughnut 
stall. Face painting, nail painting. 
Bouncy castle, beat the goalie, 
crafts and games stalls.
 Saturday March 21: Meur Loch 
Abar Ceilidh, including guest 
singers, as well as South Uist 
dance band Sound of Kilphedar. 
The Railway Club, Fort William, 
7.30pm. All proceeds to Meur 
Loch Abar Mòd Club.
 Friday March 27: Lochaber 
Piping Society recital including 
guest pipers Gordon McCready 
and William Geddes. Moorings 
Hotel, Banavie, at 7.30pm.

New Kilmallie 
Community Council
The new representatives for Kilmallie 
Community Council, which formed 
earlier this year, gathered for a photo-
graph. The community council repre-
sents everyone who lives and works in 
Corpach, Banavie, Muirshearlich, Glen 
Loy, Camaghael, Annat, Fassfern and 
Kinlocheil, and all the small places along 
the north shore of Loch Eil, and on the 
banks of the Caledonian Canal as far as 
Moy. From left to right the representa-
tives are: Russell Leaper ,secretary; John 
Hutchison, vice-chairman; Colin Wood, 
chairman; Gwyn Moses, treasurer; Ann 
Mo� at and Carol Anne Campbell.
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As a teenager growing up 
in East Stroudsburg in 
Pennsylvania during the ear-
ly 1940s, Paul Over� eld Jnr 
and his school friends would 
tour the streets of their home 
town collecting scrap metal 
for the war e� ort.

Just a few short years later 
and Paul himself was now 
proudly wearing the uniform 
of a B17 bomber pilot in the 
United States Army Air 
Force.

However, his military ser-
vice was to prove tragically 
short when he, aged just 21, 
and his fellow eight crew 
members were killed when 
their B17 Flying Fortress 
crashed on Skye's Trotternish 
Ridge exactly 75 years ago 
this week.

To mark the special anni-
versary, a commemoration 
event was held this week on 
Skye at the memorial erected 
to the crew on the 70th 
anniversary.

� is week’s event also saw 
relatives of Lt Over� eld make 
the near 5,000-mile journey 
from their homes in Arizona 
and Maryland to attend the 
commemoration.

� e giant four-engined 
bomber was assigned to the 
USAAF’s 15th Air Force and 

was on its way to an RAF base 
in Wales when it crashed,   
a� er departing from America 
and � ying via Meeks Field in 
Iceland.

It was while crossing Skye in 
heavy fog on March 3, 1945, 
that the aircra�  clipped the 
cli� s and crashed at Beinn 
Edra, the highest point of the 
Trotternish Ridge in Sta�  n.

Islanders attempting to 
rescue the stricken crew, 
found personal belongs 
including � shing rods and 

bicycles, scattered among the 
wreckage, parts of which are 
still visible to this day.

Lt Over� eld’s family made 
the trip to Sta�  n to pay their 
respects and to learn more 
about the fate of the doomed 
Flying Fortress.

� e party comprised Lt 
Over� eld’s cousins, Doug 
and Barbara Over� eld from 
Arizona and Bob and Jan 
Hosier from Maryland.

Mr Over� eld told the 
Lochaber Times his � rst visit 

US relatives mark 75th anniversary of Skye tragedy
by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

A B-17 bomber similar to the one which crashed on Skye, on a raid over Germany in 1943.

Doug Over� eld, far right, cousin of Lt Paul 
Over� eld, with his wife, other relatives 
and representatives of the Royal British 
Legion, Bun Sgoil Stafainn, and the Rev 
Rory MacLeod. Photograph: Sta�  n Community Trust.
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US relatives mark 75th anniversary of Skye tragedy

to Skye and the memorial had 
been very moving. ‘I found 
it an incredibly emotional 
experience. To see the care 
and protection with which 
the Scottish people have 
looked a�er this site and the 
memories of these men is un-
believable  and my family and 
I can’t thank them enough.’

Now in her late 80s and liv-
ing in Florida, Lt Over�eld’s 
sister, Betty Foote, was not 
�t enough for the trip to 
Scotland, but is delighted her 

family was represented at the 
commemoration.

�e family had been una-
ware that the crew’s names 
were added to the Sta�n War 
Memorial �ve years ago to 
mark the 70th anniversary.

Mrs Foote said her older 
brother loved �shing and 
wondered if one of the rods 
found may have been his.

‘During high school he and 
his friends collected scrap 
iron on Saturdays for the 
cause [war e�ort],’ recalled 

Mrs Foote, who remembered 
her brother giving her his 
bike as their parents couldn’t 
a�ord another one.

‘I was 13 years old and in 
eighth grade when Paul was 
killed. �e minister came to 
the school and took us home. 
We received notice of the 
crash within days and his let-
ter came a�er the telegram.’

Former army chaplain, 
the Rev Rory MacLeod, led 
Tuesday’s commemoration 
at Sta�n War Memorial. 
A�erwards, the US relatives 
visited the Skye and Lochalsh 
Archive Centre in Portree to 
discover more about the crash.

�e plaque bearing the 
names of the bomber’s crew   
states in Gaelic, Gan cuimh-
neachadh (Remembering 
them). As well as Lt Over�eld,  
the aircra� manifest lists 
the other crew members as 
co-pilot Second Lt Leroy E 
Cagle, navigator Second Lt 
Charles K Jeanblanc, radio 
operator Cpl Arthur W Kopp 
Jr, engineer Cpl Harold D 
Blue and gunners Cpl John 
H Vaughan, Cpl Harold A 
Fahselt, Cpl George S Aldrich 
and Cpl Carter D Wilkinson.

Pieces of the crashed bomber can still be seen on the mountainside Photograph: Calum Maclean 

and, inset, the plaque commemorating the tragedy.

Navigator Second Lt 
Charles K Jeanblanc, far 
left, and pilot Second Lt 
Paul Over�eld Jnr were 
among the crew killed.

www.xponorth.co.uk

6pm - 8:30pm

Join the XpoNorth team along with a range of 
organisations and businesses for a relaxed evening of 

creative discussions and information sessions. 

Register for free at

xponorth.eventbrite.co.uk

TUES 10TH MARCH | THE CORRAN HALLS

WED 11TH MARCH | THE NEVIS CENTRE

OBAN
FORT WILLIAM
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MSP calls for 
recognition 
of RNLI team
Highlands and Islands MSP 
David Stewart has called on 
parliament to congratulate 
six members of Stornoway 
RNLI lifeboat station for 
their outstanding commit-
ment and dedication to their 
community.

Stornoway RNLI coxswain 
DI Murray and crew mem-
bers Tony Morrison, Kenny 
Macarthur, Norman Smith 
and Donnie Mackinnon, were 
all recently presented with 
20-year long-service badges, 
and the station’s lifeboat 
operations manager, John 
MacDonald, was presented 
with a badge for serving the 
RNLI for 30 years.

Between them the six 
members have clocked up 130 
years of voluntary service to 

the RNLI. Mr Stewart said: 
‘For a long time volunteers 
in the Highlands and Islands 
have given their hearts and 
souls to ensure their commu-
nities are safe and thriving.

‘� e commitment of RNLI 

crews, who risk their lives 
on almost every call, is stag-
gering and the recognition 
of these men is exceptionally 
well deserved.’

Mr Stewart submitted a 
parliamentary motion asking 
Holyrood to commend the 
RNLI crew for their service 
and to acknowledge the 
vital work done by all RNLI 
volunteers.

He continued: ‘� e provi-
sion of lifeboat services is one 
of the most vital service roles 
for our coastal communities 
and that it is all done by vol-
unteers is inspiring.

‘Congratulations to the 
crew members who have 
given so much to the West 
Coast, and thank you for your 
continued dedication.’

David Stewart MSP.

Gaelic festival reveals events 
happening in Lewis and Harris

More islands school leavers are 
reaching  positive destinations

Trail West will close the � rst LUACH festival.

Details of some of the plans 
for LUACH, a new Gaelic-
medium festival on April 3 
and 4, have been revealed by 
organisers.

� e festival is being organ-
ised by a number of commu-
nity groups across Lewis and 
Harris with support from 
e-Sgoil, a digital learning 
platform.

Among those taking part 
will be Dr Alasdair Whyte, 
Gaelic Ambassador of the 
Year; Linda MacLeod with 
‘Leugh is Seinn le Linda’ 
(reading and singing sessions 
for children and their par-
ents); Spòrs Gàidhlig which 
will be providing outdoor 
activities; and the festival will 
be brought to a close by Trail 
West in Stornoway Town Hall 
on Saturday April 4.

Jenna Morrison, CnaG 
o�  cer in Harris, explained: 

‘It is important that young 
people get opportunities 
to use Gaelic outside the 
school system and in the 
community, so that they 
gain con� dence in speaking 
the language in di� erent 
situations.’

For the inaugural event, 
LUACH will focus on dif-
ferent areas in Lewis and 
Harris but organisers are 
already working on plans to 
stage events in communities 
throughout the Western Isles 
in 2021.

LUACH has received sup-
port from Bòrd na Gàidhlig, 
the Scottish Government, 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
and An Lanntair as well as 
community groups such as 
Galson Estate Trust, Bragar 
and Arnol Community Trust 
and Comann Eachdraidh 
Sgìre a’ Bhac.

Shona MacLennan, CEO 
of Bòrd na Gàidhlig, said: 
‘LUACH will contribute to 
the main aim of the National 
Gaelic Language Plan: that 
Gaelic is used more o� en, by 
more people in a wider range 
of situation.

‘We wish the festival organ-
isers every success with their 
programme of events which 
will be attractive to Gaelic-
speakers in the islands and 
from across the country.’

Further information can 
be found on Facebook @
LUACHnaGaidhlig, by con-
tacting groups involved or 
emailing mbyrne1u@gnes.net

New � gures show more school 
leavers from the Western Isles 
are in study, work or training 
than a decade ago.

Across Scotland, a record 
proportion of young people 
were in a positive destination 
three months a� er leaving 
school last year.

� e gap between those from 
the most and least deprived 
communities achieving a pos-
itive destination is the lowest 
since 2009-10.

In the Western Isles, the 
number of unemployed school 
leavers seeking work fell from 

5.1 per cent in 2009/10 to 2.6 
per cent in 2018/19.

Over the same time period 
the number of school leavers 
going on to positive destina-
tions rose from 89.6 per cent 
to a record high of 98.4 per 
cent.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan said: ‘It is 
very welcome that signi� cant 
progress has been made and 
more young people in the 
Western Isles are going on to 
positive destinations such as 
work and study straight from 
school. Over the past nine 

years, more young people in 
the Western Isles have been in 
study, training or work three 
months a� er leaving school 
than ever before.

‘It’s particularly welcome 
that the gap between the 
richest and poorest for those 
moving into a positive desti-
nation continues to narrow.

‘� is demonstrates that 
Curriculum for Excellence is 
delivering one of the ultimate 
aims of school education – to 
secure a positive next step in 
learning, life and work for our 
young people.’
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View From The Edge
CATH MACDONALD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Latha eadar da shian.  � at was 
how we spoke in Gaelic of a day 
between two storms.

Following   Storms Brendan 
and Ciara, we had one of these 
days: calm, sunny and warmer 
than what had preceded it. It 
was a day to take advantage of, 
to do anything that needed to 
be done outside, such as tidy-
ing up the garden. We hoped 
for a similar day to follow, but 
that did not happen.

� e next day we were back to 
the gales and heavy showers, 
and then Storm Dennis.

A tree was felled in the 
garden. We are still waiting 
for suitable weather to have the 
trunk sawn and the fallen tree 
removed.

It is when we listen to, and 
see, the news on TV, however, 
that we realise how fortunate 
we have been compared to 
many others in the country 
who have had their lives upset 
and their homes devastated by 
� ooding.

Moving from TV news to our 
newspapers and we � nd more 
cheerful and upli� ing news on 
other matters.

A story in the Lochaber 
Times (February 6) caught 
my attention and interest. � e 
Parent Council of Bun-Sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Loch Abar and 
pupils were showcasing their 

Gaelic-medium school in a 
� lm project.

� ey were hoping to ‘grab 
the attention of a suitable 
candidate for the vacant 
Gaelic-speaking head teacher 
position’. Online applications 
were encouraged from all 
Gaelic-speaking teachers.

� e story was of great inter-
est to me as it brought back 
memories, and it had me up 
immediately searching among 
papers in a � ling cabinet for 
a list of Lochaber primary 
schools. I found it.

� e schools on the list were 
Banavie, Onich, St Bride’s, 
Kilmonivaig, Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge   Kinlochleven, 
Tomacharich.

Many years ago I visited 
these schools each week to 
teach Gaelic in them.   It may 
have been the beginning or 
early days of Gaelic teaching in 
some of the Lochaber primary 
schools.

It was a new post and I had 
been headhunted for it by 
a school inspector,   Murdo 
MacLeod, HMI.

Since this was quite some 
time ago, many of these prima-
ry schools are by now joined 
up   with other schools, as has 
happened in many areas across 
the Highlands and Islands.

One call a week at each school 

was not much, but this was at a 
time the teaching of Gaelic was 
being introduced at some of 
the schools.

� ere was another Gaelic 
teacher working in some other 
schools in the area at the time.

I started my time in Fort 
William staying in lodgings, 
but I was very soon ap-
proached and invited to come 
and stay in a school hostel 
which provided accommo-
dation for secondary pupils 
from distant areas. 

� is was so that I could help 
out with supervising second-
ary pupils in the evenings as 
they did their homework, or 
additional study in a room set 
aside for this purpose.

� e time spent in Fort 
William was an enjoyable and 
bene� cial time in my teaching 
career.

� e Lochaber Times goes 
on to say that Bun-Sgoil   
Ghaidhlig Loch Abar recently 
won the prestigious Gaelic-
medium award at this year’s 
Scottish Education  Awards.

� is is great news for a school 
that has only been open for 
four years. Congratulations to 
the school and best wishes for 
the future to the head teacher, 
sta�  and pupils and the 
Parent Council of Bun-Sgoil   
Ghaidhlig Loch Abar.

Township in 
urgent need 
of new road
Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan has met 
with members of the North 
Glendale township on South 
Uist to discuss the state of 
their unadopted main road.

� e cro� ing township is 
one of the last villages in the 
Western Isles to not have 
a paved access road to the 
township that is maintained 
by the comhairle.

Before a local authority will 
adopt a private road, it must 
be improved to a certain 
standard. But with no public 
funds available for such work, 
residents are le�  trying to 
maintain their road each year 
using private funds, cro� ing 
grants and the occasional 
council donation of excess 
chips. With 11 properties, 

including the recently reno-
vated thatched cottage where 
Margaret Fay Shaw spent 10 
years collecting material for 
the seminal publication Folk-
song and Folklore of South 
Uist, North Glendale is home 
to several families, including 
the elderly and in� rm who 
require regular health visits.

� e only road access to the 
village is over a stone bridge, 
� rst built by cro� ers in the 
1930s, which is itself gradual-
ly deteriorating.

A� er years struggling to 
maintain their only viable 
connection to the wider com-
munity, the township is seek-
ing a permanent solution. 

Mr Allan has now called 
upon the comhairle to con-
sider allocating a portion of 

the recently received Crown 
Estate revenues for this pro-
ject; £97,500 in capital fund-
ing has been earmarked per 
ward for infrastructure work 
through the investment.

‘North Glendale has 
demonstrated an extreme 
fortitude and perseverance in 
trying to seek a resolution to 
this issue,’ he said.

‘� is is a serious issue. If 
an isolated resident required 
emergency services, the place 
is di�  cult to get into as it is. 

‘If the bridge were to col-
lapse in a storm, things would 
become impossible. 

‘Although no township 
seems to have a right to a 
road, I believe that this case 
is deserving of exceptional 
expenditure.’

Tory immigration plans ‘spell 
disaster’ for Western Isles
� e UK Tory government’s 
controversial points-based 
immigration plan risks dev-
astating businesses and caus-
ing long-term harm to public 
services in the Western Isles, 
according to Na h-Eileanan 
an Iar MSP Alasdair Allan.

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s plan to block most 
European workers from 
entering the UK has already 
come in for a barrage of 
criticism from employers and 
industry leaders.

Bosses at the Scottish 
Seafood Association, the 
Scottish Salmon Producers’ 
Organisation, Scottish Care 
and the Scottish Tourism 
Alliance have all criticised 
the new immigration pro-
posals, while a cross-party 
report by Holyrood’s Finance 
Committee previously 
warned that demographic 
changes could pose risks to 
Scottish public spending, and 
the ability to fund the NHS, if 
Scotland does not have pow-
ers to grow its population.

Now, Dr Allan has renewed 
calls for immigration powers 

to be handed to Holyrood – 
and says the SNP’s proposals 
for a ‘Scottish visa’ are 
gaining the backing of a wide 
range of expert organisations.

‘� ese immigration plans 
could be disastrous for the 
islands. 

‘Important sectors of our 

economy such as seafood and 
tourism are reliant on mi-
grant workers from Europe,’ 
he said.

‘We already have the prepos-
terous situation – repeatedly 
raised in Westminster by 
Angus MacNeil MP – of � sh-
ing vessels on the west coast 
tied up due to a lack of crew. 
� ese plans will make a bad 
situation worse.

‘Scotland faces demograph-
ic challenges as our popula-
tion gets older. 

‘Nowhere are those chal-
lenges more stark than in 
the Western Isles, where our 
working age population is 
set to decrease by 17 per cent 
over the next decade.

‘We need the power to at-
tract and retain the workers; 
we need to sta�  our public 
services and businesses, and 
support our economy.

‘It’s now absolutely vital 
that the political parties and 
industry leaders come togeth-
er to back the SNP’s plans for 
a tailored migration system 
which works for Scotland and 
the islands.’

Alasdair Allan MSP

‘Nowhere are those 
challenges more stark 
than in Western Isles’
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War commemorations 
remain poignant
It may be 75 years since the end of the 
Second World War but the dreadful 
events of that con� ict have lost none of 
their poignancy.

As we report this week, relatives of an 
American bomber pilot travelled all the 
way from their home in Arizona for a 
special commemoration service to the 
crew of a B-17 Flying Fortress which 
crashed in fog at Sta�  n on Skye on March 
3, 1945. Among them was Lieutenant Paul 
Over� eld Jnr, who was just 21 years old at 
the time of his death.

It demonstrates only too clearly how 
important it remains that we never forget.

It is a curious anomaly that Ardnish 
Estate, the owner of the Peanmeanach 
bothy, has now informed the Mountain 
Bothies Association that it has decided 
the building will cease to be an open 
access bothy with e� ect from early 
October this year, when it will be locked.

Peanmeanach bothy, it appears, has 
become a victim of its own success.

As we report this week, the bothy has 
seen a surge in interest and use, with 
attendant problems arising as a result 
of damage to the local environment and 
rubbish being le� .

Part of the problem has been identi� ed 
as the bothy’s location with its ‘own idyllic 
sandy sunset beach and relatively short 
walk-in time from the main road near 
popular Fort William’.

On the positive side, the estate has plans 
to upgrade the bothy and to reopen it as a 
keyed cottage with a price to pay to use it. 
It is a shame that it will no longer be free 
but the majority of users are paying the 
price of a minority’s misbehaviour.

Popular bothy 
becomes a victim 
of its own success

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to 
showcase these each week. 

If you have a photograph you would 
like published, send it to editor@
obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, 

PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, or hand it in 
to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lo-
chavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, or to 
our o�  ce in High Street, Fort William. 
This week’s photograph comes from 
Ian Pound, of Hull, who said: ‘During 

Is Oban prepared to deal 
with coronavirus?
Is Oban prepared for the coronavirus if a 
contaminated cruise liner turns up this tourist 
season and how will the authorities deal with a 
contaminated ship o� shore ?

Answers please before the tragic event that 
may possibly happen.

Stephen Jones, Millpark, Oban.

Fish farm advocate has 
vested interests
Dr Martin Ja� a from Manchester (Letters, 
February 20) stoutly defends the Scottish 
farmed salmon industry’s environmental 
credentials and in particular is keen to counter 
the assertion that commercial farming has 
deleterious e� ects upon wild stocks of � sh, 
crustaceans, shell� sh  and so on.

I’d like to ask him some questions such as, 
was his third paragraph supposed to make sci-
enti� cally explained sense, because it did not? 
Would he be so kind as to furnish us with the 
name of the ‘study from Ireland’ so that we can 
weigh up the quality of science for ourselves?

Could he tell us what the foul smell at the 
out� ow of salmon hatcheries is? Or what the 
weight of salmon faeces released into the sea 
from one growing cycle, smolt to � nished arti-
cle, of a 2,500-tonne salmon farm is? And does 
he have any interests to declare on the subject 
of � sh farming?

On googling him, I discover: ‘Dr Martin 
Ja� a is a passionate advocate of aquaculture, 
especially with regard to the promotion of 
market-led strategies. He � rmly believes that 
farming must take over from the wild catch 
as the principal sources of � sh and seafood, 
whilst at the same time arguing that the in-
dustry must produce what consumers actually 
want. Dr Ja� a has over 35 years’ experience of 
the industry, the last 15 as the head of the aqua-
culture-based marketing company, Callander 
McDowell.’

Additionally, I note that Dr Ja� a is recom-
mending that we should read a book entitled 
Loch Maree’s Missing Sea Trout. I looked for 
this book online only to discover it was written 
by none other than Dr Martin Ja� a himself. A 
pithy read full of fresh and juicy revelations no 
doubt! Vested interests everywhere, it would 
seem.

Peter Isaacson, Coll.

Fish stocks are only one 
measure of marine health
In his letter   of February 20, Dr Martin Ja� a 
argues that a decline in � sh stocks cannot be 
blamed on the existence of � sh farming, since 
the decline began before the industry arrived.

While this may well be the case, the letter 
seems to suggest we therefore have no cause for 
concern about the negative impact of � sh farms 
on the marine ecosystem; ‘if salmon farming 
was having a negative impact on wild � sh, all 
the rivers would be grade three, which is the 
worst conservation level, but they are not’.

� is gives the misleading impression that the 
Scottish Government has assessed these rivers 

to be in generally good condition, but that is 
not case, since the conservation grading sys-
tem only looks at wild � sh numbers. Whether 
or not � sh farms are a contributing factor in 
the decline of wild � sh stocks recorded to date 
is apparently debatable, but there is absolutely 
no doubt they are causing harm to the environ-
ment, which is backed up by scienti� c evidence. 
� at harm, unless addressed, will continue to 
degrade the marine environment which will 
eventually have an impact on wild � sh.

In the meantime, we have to deal with � sh 
waste smothering plants, which reduces 
oxygenation, water polluted by chemical treat-
ments intended to keep the � sh healthy, and 
the moral question of whether it is acceptable 
to rear � sh in battery conditions where they 



� e Kinlochleven Community 
Bene� t Fund has announced pro-
jects that will gain funding follow-
ing the � rst round of applications.

� e fund gets money from the 
two hydro-electric schemes in the 
village, giving it £37,000 per year 
to distribute amongst community 
projects.

It considered 14 di� erent applica-
tions amounting to £57,000 in total, 
so was only able to approve seven, 
with one application for the football 
club deferred until further informa-
tion was gained.

It was able to distribute more than  
£20,000 in donations to the follow-
ing village groups.

� e Kinlochleven Bowling Club 
and Community Trust both re-
ceived £5,000 in principle, pending 
satisfactory receipt of further in-
formation. � e bowling club wants 
to put the money towards green 
rejuvenation and the trust is putting 
the money towards its multi-activity 
centre.

South Lochaber Community 
Company received £4,500 in princi-
ple for community transport around 
the area. 

A further £2,000 is being put 
towards buying and maintaining 
village Christmas lights.

Kinloch Tots received £2,194 for a 
shed and equipment for cra�  play, 
along with parents’ mental health 
sessions.

Tot Tunes, which gets under-� ves 
interested in music through group 
activities with parents, received 
funding for hall hire.

A further round of applications 
will be available in May for alloca-
tion in July with around £15,000 
available to be distributed. � e 
fund is topped up by £35,000 each 
year from Green Hydro Renewables 
which is allocated across three fund-
ing rounds each year.

� e Highland Bookshop in Fort 
William is in the running to be 
named Independent Bookshop of 
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Fi� een people, including � ve 
new members, attended the third 
meeting of Lochaber Probus Club 
at the Alexandra Hotel in Fort 
William on � ursday February 20.

� e guest speaker was Gordon 
Barclay of the Glasgow Kelvin 
Probus Club, who  has been 
a member of Probus for four 

years. He told the meeting of the
organisation and activities of his 
club. 

He said: ‘Probus is all about the 
fellowship and the banter.’

Kelvin Probus Club has been 
active for more than 30 years and 
has a membership in excess of 80. 

It also has an active walking sec-

tion. Mr Barclay issued an invita-
tion to attend a meeting at his club. 
Members thanked him for a most 
informative and amusing talk.

� e next meeting of the club 
will be held at Lochaber Rural 
Educational Centre on � ursday 
March 5, at 11.30am, when 
members will be shown round 

the centre and museum with op-
portunities for hands-on farming 
education. 

Potential new members  are 
welcome to attend.

For more information, and for 
contact with the club, visit their 
Facebook page – Lochaber Probus 
Club.

Lochaber Probus hosts Kelvin club

Guest speaker Gordon Barclay receives a ‘Probus mug’ as a gift.

Judges of the competition to 
select pictures of everyday 
Lochaber which will be featured 
in the new cinema at Fort William 
are, from left, Rob Fairley, Iain 
Ferguson, Angus MacDonald and 
Andrew Sinclair.

Putting cinema 
in the picture

the Year at this year’s British Book 
Awards in May. � e High Street store 
is one of � ve Scottish bookshops to 
make the competition shortlist.

� e winners of each region will be 
announced on March 20, with those 
nine shops then battling for the top 
prize at the Nibbies (British Book 
Awards)  ceremony on May 18.

Gardners Books will once again 
present the overall winner with a 
cheque for £5,000.
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
 A very special envelope – un-
stamped – was dropped into the 
post box in Glenpane Street, Caol, 
at the weekend. When the Monday 
collection was made, there it was. 
Addressed to � e Poor People. 
Inside the envelope was a collection 
of small coins – From Siobhan. � e 
envelope and its contents were sub-
sequently delivered by Royal Mail to 
a local charity shop. As a well-used 
Lochaber saying has it: ‘It’s nice to 
be nice.’
 A wee story about wool has always 
appealed to me. It concerns a pro-
spective buyer and the auctioneer at 
a Scottish mart where the word for 
wool was ‘oo’. Buyer, looking at the 
bale, enquired: ‘Oo?’ Auctioneer’s 
reply: ‘Aye, oo.’  Buyer: ‘A’ ae oo?’ (All 
one and the same wool) Auctioneer:  
‘Aye, a’ ae oo.’
 A similar exchange between 
mother and toddler took place in a 
High Street eaterie. Mum to toddler 
: ‘Ea’ i’ a’ up.’ Toddler, later: ‘Er a’ eh’ 
i’a’up.’
 ‘Everything goes in cycles’, as the 
saying has it. Ross came into town 
from � e Village on his mountain 
bike. Met a couple of mates and 
they decided to have a few drams. 
So Ross called up a taxi to take his 
bike home to Inverlochy so he could 
enjoy the evening without ‘driving’. 
Shades of Sandy from Camaghael 
phoning a taxi to take his collie dog 
home a� er he (Sandy) had won quite 
a few quid at the Playhouse bingo, 
and wanted to spend some of it in 
the Volunteer Arms across the lane. 
Yes, you’ve guessed it. � e driver 
came into the bar shouting, ‘Taxi for 
MacAulay’!
 All of the delegates at the 16th 
Celtic Film and TV Festival in Fort 
William last week were presented 
with a waterproof poncho contain-
ing a press pack, a miniature of 
whisky, and a local guide book. ‘We 

didn’t provide any midge repellent 
because it was a mite too cold in 
the Fort,’ said presenter Cathy 
MacDonald. � ey should all have 
been here during our heatwave the 
week before.
 International football. Scotland 
held Russia to a draw. And Caol 
lads, John McGinlay and Duncan 
Shearer, were on the � eld together 
to share in what was a moral victory 
for Scotland. Admittedly, John 
and Duncan were on as subs for a 
short while – but that represented a 
tremendous achievement by Caol’s 
own football stars. Appropriately 
enough, Jock Brown lost no time in 
telling the nations where our duo 
came from.
 Spare a thought for  George out 
there on the rigs. He is a rabid 
Rangers supporter. So he asked 
Donnie from Back to put the words 
‘I Love Rangers’ – in Gaelic – on his 
safety helmet. But George is now 
wandering about the rig with a hard 
hat proclaiming ‘I Love Hearts’. In 
Gaelic. ‘Good on you, Donnie,’ said 
all of us in our local telephone box 
venue of the Fort William Hearts 
Supporters’ Club.
 Pat Cassidy is still learning his 
electrical cra� /gra� . At the Pulp 
Mill Club last Friday night, anxious 
to get the Celtic v Hibs game on Sky 
TV, Pat was at the controls.  But he 
couldn’t get the telly to show any 
pictures. Until, that is, son John 
Francis made a suggestion. ‘Why 
don’t you take the lens cap o� , dad?’ 
Pat did. And there on screen was the 
match being beamed live. Even then, 
Pat saw nothing much. Nothing - 
nothing, in fact.
 � e lads from the region’s Water 
and Sewerage Department must 
surely have deserved quintuplicate 
overtime for their sterling e� orts 
outside Craig Nevis Surgery on 
Saturday when that blinking mains 

pipe sustained a comminuted frac-
ture. Meanwhile, there was more 
water on the road than there was 
in the swimming pool, a few yards 
away. Indeed, Belford Road was 
more like Belford River, and causing 
havoc.
 � ere’s something growing on 
the verges alongside Ben Nevis 
Distillery. Indeed it looks like 
Birnam Wood has arrived there, 
complete with out-of-town con-
tractors. It seems that the planting 
of environmentally friendly trees 
is taking place at the ‘Northern 
Gateway’ to Fort William. Which, 
in the view of many, isn’t necessary, 
there being a fair amount of assort-
ed foliage out there already. Not to 
mention Highland cattle.
 Across the road, at the BA Club, 
John   MacLennan discovered some 
scratches on his black leather jacket. 
Having applied the touch-up colour-
ing, John bunged the jacket into the 
washing machine – for some reason, 
best known to himself. A� er the 
complete programme, John howked 
it out. He was crestfallen to discover 
that it now quali� es as a nearly- new 
garment for a � ve year old.
 Belford Road up? It didn’t take 
long for the Constabulary to spring 
into action and they soon had a one-
way light-tra�  c system in full � ow. 
Round by the Underwater Centre, 
across the Nevis at the junction of 
Wades and Abrach, and then up to 
the Village Road-End for dispersal 
to all points. Indeed, there hasn’t   
been so much activity in Abrach 
Road since the Royal visit several 
decades ago.
 Youngsters at Banavie Primary 
have been coming home: ‘We’re 
getting takeaways at school.’ An 
interesting one for their parents. 
However, on questioning, all has 
been revealed: ‘Oh, like nine take 
away � ve and six take away three.’

Lochaber Sensory Care became the latest charity to bene� t from 
the Howden’s Community Fund when the manager of the Claggan 
Branch, Charles Luxton, presented it with a £300 cheque. Accepting 
the donation, Lochaber Sensory Care assistant manager Leah Whyte 
said it would be very useful in contributing to its activities of assisting 
people with sight and hearing impairments right across Lochaber. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

� ere have been enough nomi-
nations to allow the reforming 
of community councils serving 
Glen� nnan, Caol and Mallaig in 
Lochaber and also Portree and Braes 
on Skye.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
failed to attract enough nomina-
tions by last Wednesday’s deadline, 
along with those for Glendale, Uig 
and Waternish.

� e new councillors for Glen� nnan 
are Willina Colman, Julia Foster, 
Duncan Gibson, Pat Grieve, Sandy 

Hughes, Simon Matthews, Joan 
Robertson and Frances Whyte.

Caol Community Council members 
are Michael Dempsey, Donald Elder, 
John Gillespie, Pamela Hendry, 
Lorraine MacKinnon, Natasha 
MacKinnon and Colin Strange.

Mallaig Community Council 
members are Martin Carty, Audrey 
McKay, Sandra McLean, Melanie 
Poduschnik and John Young.

Portree and Braes members are 
Neil Campbell, William Edgar, 
Roger Liley, Duncan MacLean, 
Drew Millar and Sharon Fenlon.

Lochaber Sensory Care gets £300 
from Howden’s Community Fund

Community councils to reform for 
Glen� nnan, Caol, Mallaig and Portree
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The 11 P6/P7 teams from across Scotland who took part in the Ferguson Transport and Shipping National First Shinty Festival in the Nevis Centre, Fort William. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Alasdair Ferguson, centre, of Ferguson Transport and Shipping with P7 and under 
winners Inverlochy, left, and runners-up Bun Sgoil Phort Righ.

Action from the P7 �nal between Inverlochy and Phort 
Righ.

�e Ferguson Transport and 
Shipping National Finals 
brought together more than 
150 of the best young players 
from across Scotland all vy-
ing for the coveted National 
P5 and P7 titles.

�e P7 and Under tourna-
ment was played at the Nevis 
Centre, Fort William, in front 
of a large, noisy crowd. �e 
standard of play throughout 
the day was of the highest 
order with all 11 teams giving 
a great account of themselves.

Section A saw the impres-
sive Portree Gaelic School top 
the group with the equally 
impressive young Dalneigh 
Primary School team two 
points behind, claiming the 
runners-up spot. Section 
B was extremely compet-
itive, with the impressive 
Inverlochy Primary School 
topping the group, with 

Lochaber primary schools 
victorious at shinty finals

gone through the tournament 
undefeated. 

Ali Ferguson of tournament 
sponsors Ferguson Transport 
and Shipping presented the 
trophy and medals to the 
players and coaches.

�e P5 and Under compe-
tition took place at Lochaber 
High School where the large, 
supportive crowd was enter-
tained with an a�ernoon of 
fantastic shinty.

Kyles Primaries and Caol 
Primary School quali�ed 
for the �nal from two 
highly competitive leagues. 
Runners up in Section A to 
Kyles Primary Schools were 
Auchtertyre Primary School 
and runners up in Section 
B to Caol Primary School 
were Portree Gaelic Primary 
School. It was good to see 
relatively new shinty teams 
Glendale Primary School and 
Muirtown Primary School 
qualifying for the festival and 
�nishing third in their sec-

tions. As a result of incoming 
Storm Jorge and parental 
concern regarding travelling 
in challenging conditions, 
it was decided prior to the 
start of the festival that the 
semi-�nals would be with-
drawn. �is was appreciated 
by the parents and supporters 
travelling south.

�e �nal was a classic and 
will live long in the memory. 
�ere were chances at both 
ends but Caol Primary School 
scored in the last few seconds 
to come out on top by six goals 
to �ve. Both teams provided a 
high-quality game and Kyles 
can be proud of their perfor-
mances throughout the day.

�e winners and runners 
up were presented their med-
als, on behalf of Ferguson 
Transport and Shipping, 
by Grade 1 referee Graham 
Cameron, who volunteered 
his time to help at the festival.

More photographs - page 
54.

Taynuilt Primaries School 
edging out Newtonmore 
Primary School on goal-dif-
ference to clinch second spot.

�e �rst semi-�nal saw last 
year’s winners, Portree Gaelic 
School, take on Taynuilt 
Primaries, with Portree rac-
ing to an early 2-0 lead. 

�e young Taynuilt side 
showed great character to 
pull a goal back, however, 
Portree Gaelic School scored 
a late goal to run out 3-1 
winners and book their place 
in the �nal.

�e second semi-�nal saw a 
dominant performance from 
Inverlochy Primary School, 
who ran out 5-1 winners 
against Dalneigh Primary 
School, who had acquitted 
themselves extremely well 
throughout the tournament 
to set up an intriguing �nal.

�e �nal started with 
Portree Gaelic School on the 
attack and they raced to a 2-0 
lead. But Inverlochy showed 
great resilience and pulled 
a goal back from Diesel 
Maclean and with only six 
seconds of the �nal remain-
ing, the impressive James 
Clark scored a dramatic 
equaliser to take the �nal into 
golden goal extra time.

�e winning goal from 
Inverlochy had a large slice of 
luck about it. As the Portree 
defender tried to clear his 
lines, the ball came o� the 
body of Inverlochy’s Diesel 
Maclean and ended up in the 
back of the net to win the P7 
and Under event.

Inverlochy Primary School 
were worthy winners, having 

The winning Caol Primary School P5 team.

Inverlochy and Caol 
lift coveted silverware
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GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

FIXTURES

LOTTERY NUMBERS

Lochaber club lotteries

BOXING

Saturday March 7: Rugby -Stornoway Under-15s v 
Lochaber U-15s, at Stornoway, kick-o� 11am. Football  
- Fort William FC v Nairn County FC (Highland League), 
Claggan Park, kick o� 2pm.

Saturday March 14: Rugby - Lochaber RFC v Cumber-
nauld, Banavie, kick-o� TBC. Football  - Fort William 
FC v Deveronvale FC (Highland League), Claggan Park, 
kick-o� 2pm.

Sunday March 15: Netball - Caithness v Fort William 
Falcons, in Inverness. 3.15pm.

Lochaber sports �xtures

Numbers drawn in the Ballachulish Shinty Lottery on 
Sunday March 1 were 2, 6 and 7. Jane Young of Glencoe 
was the lucky winner of the £800 jackpot. Next week's 
prize pot will be £200.

Caol Community Centre Bingo Club's lotto numbers 
drawn on Sunday March 1 were 1, 11 and 13. There was 
one winner, S Lamont. The jackpot for the next draw is 
£100.

Numbers drawn in Fort William Golf Club's Lotto on 
Thursday February 27 were 1, 3 and 8. There was no 
winner so the jackpot for the draw today (Thursday 
March 5) will be £1,100.

Continued from page 56.
‘Last Sunday, a group of 
around 15 of us travelled to 
Blantyre for training and 
sparring  with Priest�eld gym 
and O’Neills Boxing Club,’ 
said coach Lopez.

‘Everyone really enjoyed it 
and learned a lot but it cost 
quite a bit. Everyone in the 
club is a volunteer so we really 
appreciate help with unavoid-
able expenses.’

Preparations are under 
way for the Scottish Elite 
Championships in the next 
few weeks and for the next 
home show in the Nevis 
Centre on Saturday May 16.

�is showcases Lochaber 
talent against opponents 
from other areas, and helps to  
raise money for the club.

As an example of what can 
be achieved by youngsters 
given the right training 
and support, 17-year-old 
Cameron, from Spean Bridge, 
already has many titles under 
his belt including North of 
Scotland Champion, Scottish 
Novice Champion, Scottish 
Intermediate Champion, 
six times Scottish Open 
Champion, GB Champion 
and European Silver 
Medallist. To sponsor a boxer 
or �nd out more about club 
activities, go to the Lochaber 
Phoenix Boxing Club 
Facebook page. 

Fort William Football Club’s 
match game against Huntly 
on Saturday was postponed 
as a result of bad weather.

�e game was due to be a 
home game for Fort, but was 
switched to Huntly’s Christie 
Park. Following an inspection 
by match o�cial Brian Fowlie 
it, too, was deemed unplaya-
ble because of standing water 
on the pitch.

�e Claggan Park side 
was due to welcome 
Strathspey �istle last night 
(Wednesday) for a league 
match. �ey are scheduled to 
play Nairn, also at Claggan 
Park, this Saturday.

�ere was some good 
news for the Fort faithful 
on Sunday when the club’s 
under-17 side came away with 
a fantastic 1-5 away win at 
Nairn County.

Goal scorers were Al�e 
Duncan, Ruairidh Munro 
and Connor Moore with the 
latter notching a hat-trick to 
take his tally to 16 goals in 
just six games.

Work is under way as part of the Fort William 2040 
intiative that involves looking at the current provision 
of sporting and cultural spaces and how these could be 
improved.

At the recent Lochaber Area Committee meeting, 
members heard from Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
programme manager for Lochaber, Alastair Nicolson.

He told members the work was looking at the current in-
frastructure for the wider provision of sports and cultural 
activities in the area. ‘It involves looking at what might be 
required in �ve or 10 years’ time – is that one big building 
or a number of smaller, separate buildings? �at is why an 
options appraisal is under way.’

Councillor Dennis Rixson, Caol and Mallaig, said it 
was important there was a long-term aspiration for a 
cultural hub. ‘It’s long been felt something of this nature 
was needed, if only as an aspirational target. It is de�nitely 
something we need to give attention to.’

First shinty national �nals action

Action from the P7 and under 
�rst shinty �nal between 
Inverlochy and Portree Gaelic 
School (Phort Righ) in the 
Nevis Centre. Portree took 
a 2-0 lead before Inverlochy 
got a goal back and scored 
a dramatic equaliser with 
six seconds of normal time 
remaining taking the game 
into golden goal extra time.   
Inverlochy scored again to 
take the title.

Outdoor and indoor sports provision form part of the 
study. 

Fort’s match 
against Huntly 
falls foul of 
bad weather

Sports provision 
examined as   
part of initiative
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TEN PIN BOWLING

Continued from page 56
Mo� at players tried to keep 
him out to make it 0-27.

Mo� at used the wind to 
their advantage to help 
keep Lochaber pegged back. 
Lochaber’s scrums were go-
ing well against a big Mo� at 
pack with man of the match 
Christopher Simpson again 
� lling in at prop.

Mo� at had to put on some 
bigger props to try and cope 
with Lochaber’s scrum. 
Lochaber got their � � h try 
from a scrum in the right 
hand corner. 

It was with an eight/nine 
pick and Murray couldn’t be 
stopped getting a try despite 

having his � rst chalked o� . A 
rare venture into Lochaber’s 
22 for Mo� at saw the hosts 
come away with a try. Similar 
to three of Lochaber’s tries, 
their big forwards crashed 
over a� er a tap penalty � ve 
metres out.

A� er the failed conversion, 
both captains agreed to 
call time a� er 70 minutes, 

with weather conditions 
worsening.

� e � nal score was Mo� at 
5 Lochaber 32 which puts 
Lochaber back into second 
place in their conference two 
points above Hyndland with 
a game in hand.

Lochaber have a week 
o�  before they welcome 
Cumbernauld back to 
Banavie on Saturday March 
14. Kick-o�  time is still to be 
con� rmed due to Scotland’s 
Six Nations match against 
Wales in Cardi�  being on at 
the same time the Lochaber 
game is scheduled to be 
played.

Alleycats are scratch division 
winners a� er the � nal week 
of the Lochaber Building 
Supplies ten pin bowling 
leagues at the Nevis Centre, 
Fort William.

� ey won the title with 66 
out of a possible 70 points. 
Team With A Bowling 
Problem were in second place 
with 49 points followed by 
Peaky Bowlers with 48 points.

� e handicap division was 
much closer with Peaky 
Bowlers coming out on top 
with 48 points. Alleycats were 
second with 46 points and 
British Legion Fort William 
third with 41 points.

Individually there were 
three scratch games during 
the season above the magic 
200 mark – the best coming 
from Steve Day, Team With 
A Bowling Problem, with 215.

� e other two were a 
211 from Ron Gretton, 
Retrovators, and a 208 from 
Pam Weller, Alleycats.

� e top two game scratch 
series of the season came 
from Pam Weller with 387, 
whilst the top handicap game 
of 264 and the top two game 
handicap series of 486 both 
came from Colin Pinkett, 
Council.

� e best team games of the 

season came from Alleycats 
which had the top scratch 
game of 671, Council which 
had the top handicap game 
of 916 and the top two game 
handicap series of 1,787. Team 
With A Bowling Problem had 
the top two game scratch se-
ries of 1,238. � e top scratch 
averages over the season were 
153 by Pam Weller, followed 
by Steve Day with 147 and 
Tony Whitelocke, Alleycats, 
on 146.

In the � nal week of play, the 
top individual scratch game 
came from Colin Pinkett 

with a 196. Nick Richardson, 
Alleycats, had a 180 and a 174 
and Ron Gretton had a 171.

Nick Richardson also had 
the top two-game scratch 
series of 354 whilst Colin 
Pinkett had the top handicap 
game of 264 – the season 
high – and the top two-game 
handicap series of 464.

Also in the � nal week, the 
best team scores came from 
Alleycats with the top scratch 
game of 604 and the top two 
game scratch series of 1,193, 
whilst Peaky Bowlers had the 
top handicap game of 823 and 
the top two-game handicap 
series of 1,586.

Alleycats purr their way 
to scratch division title

Prizewinning ten pin bowlers celebrate their success.

Convincing away 
win for Lochaber

Conditions at Mo� at saw the teams agree the game should be halted after 70 minutes.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 5, 
2020 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.44 2.8 08.02 1.9 
 15.14 3.0 20.29 1.6
Fri 03.15 3.1 09.37 1.6 
 16.04 3.3 21.33 1.3
Sat 04.06 3.5 10.34 1.2 
 16.44 3.6 22.26 0.9
Sun 04.49 3.8 11.19 0.8 
 17.21 3.8 23.12 0.5
Mon 05.28 4.1 12.00 0.5 
 17.56 4.0 23.56 0.2
Tues 06.07 4.2 12.39 0.4 
 18.30 4.1 **.** *.*
Wed 00.39 0.1 06.45 4.3 
 13.18 0.3  19.05 4.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
2°C to 6ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
3°C to 7ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Heavy rain and a
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
4ºC to 8ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

973
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INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Alleycats purr their 
way to scratch 
division title

First shinty 
national � nals 
action

RUGBY
Lochaber were looking for 
their � rst win of 2020 with 
this long trip to Mo� at on 
Saturday.

� e sun was out until kick 
o�  when the weather turned 
for the worse with icy winds, 
rain and occasional snow 
� urries.

Lochaber didn’t let the con-
ditions get to them though  
and they scored in the � rst 
minute. It was a fantastic 
team try with Christopher 
Simpson making the initial 
break from the half way line, 
before o�  oading to Edward 
Murray John who in turn 
got the o�  oad away to Alan 
Hamilton when he was tack-
led at the � ve-metre line.

� ere was good quick ball 
from the ruck out to Callum 
Boyd, who o�  oaded in the 
tackle to Ryan Davies to slide 
in for the try. A few minutes 
later, it looked like Lochaber 
had their second when Matt 
Murray kicked through and 
showed his pace to out run 
everyone to dive on the ball 
in the goal area.

Unfortunately, the referee 
deemed the ball to have 
gone dead. Lochaber worked 
their way back onto Mo� at’s 
� ve-metre line and won a 
penalty, a� er which a quick 
tap penalty saw Simpson 

charging onto the ball and he 
could not be stopped so close 
to the line. Jonathan McCook 
added the extras to make it 
0-12 with 10 minutes played.

Lochaber’s third try came 
four minutes later from a 
similar scenario, but this 
time it was captain Callum 
MacDonald who tapped and 
went crashing his way over 
the try line, with McCook 
converting.

McCook extended 
Lochaber’s lead 10 minutes 
later with a penalty a� er 
Mo� at tried to play their way 
back into the game.

Lochaber probably should 
have had a few more tries be-
fore the break, but passes that 
were being made in the � rst 
20 minutes were no longer 
being made.

Lochaber re-grouped at 
half time and didn’t have to 
wait long for their fourth try, 
ensuring the bonus point. 
Despite being against a strong 
wind in the second half, 
Lochaber made short work 
of making their way through 
Mo� at’s defence.

Captain Callum MacDonald 
again tapped and went from a 
penalty in the right hand cor-
ner. He had a bit more to do 
this time but managed to get 
the ball down while several

Continued on page 55. 

Convincing away win sees 
Lochaber in second place   

West Region Division 3

Mo� at  5              
Lochaber                         32

Cameron Whyte of Lochaber Phoenix 
Boxing got his gloves around a £500 
donation from Billy Lauder of Billy's 
Window Cleaning Services recently to 
help fund his participation in coaching 
events across Scotland.

Every boxer in the club gets the 
chance to travel to organised training 

sessions, visit other clubs and partici-
pate in national competitions, with all 
expenses met by the club so that no-
one is disadvantaged due to a lack of 
� nance. While members also actively 
participate in fund-raising events, 
donations like Billy’s are welcome to 
ensure these trips  can continue. Coach 

Vince Lopez said: ‘We have quite a large 
squad of males and females, aged from 
nine years to adults, of tremendous 
talent and ability. While we all work 
very hard in our home gym, a great 
way to hone and develop them further 
is build experience with other boxers.’ 
Continued on page 54.

Cameron Whyte receives the sponsorship cheque from Billy Lauder. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Boxer gets his gloves on welcome sponsorship
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