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� e principal practitioner 
at Campbeltown’s AG Barr 
Optometrists has successfully 
fought for his practice to 
become the � rst Emergency 
Eye-care Treatment Centre 
(EETC) in Argyll and Bute.

Donald G Barr wrote to 
Emma Kellacher at Optometry 
Scotland; Joanna Macdonald, 
chief o�  cer of Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP); Jeanne 
Freeman MSP, Cabinet 
Minister for Health and Sport; 
Michael Russell MSP for Argyll 
and Bute; and local councillor 
Donald Kelly, pleading to be 
allowed to treat emergency 
patients a� er being ‘rendered 
completely useless’ having not 
initially been designated as an 
EETC.

On March 20, the Scottish 
Government suspended all 
routine community eye-
care services as a result of 

� roughout the coronavirus pandemic, Kintyre Food Bank 
volunteers have worked tirelessly to ensure no one in need 
goes without food.

In the last eight weeks, the food bank has provided supplies 
to more than 80 individuals, and it is encouraging everyone 
in need to use its services without fear of judgement. Turn to 
page three for more on this story.

Town optician wins battle  
to see emergency patients

by Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

the COVID-19 pandemic, 
allowing opticians to provide 
emergency and essential eye-
care only.

� e decision to allow emer-
gency patients to be treated 
at designated EETCs only 
was made by the Scottish 
Government Health and Social 
Care Directorates in April to 
further reduce the number of 
opticians having face-to-face 
interactions.

All other practices, including 
AG Barr Optometrist, were 
unable to treat any patients 
in their practices, even if 
they used personal protective 
equipment (PPE), something 
which brought ‘frustration and 
anger’ to Mr Barr.

In his letter, he wrote: ‘With 
30 years of clinical practice 
behind me, and the best equip-
ment any practice can have, I 
have been rendered completely 
useless to my community.

‘No words can express the 
anger I feel. I have full PPE, I 
have professional support, let 
me do my job. Designate me 

an EETC.’ Mr Barr was further 
angered by the fact no prac-
tices in Argyll and Bute were 
designated as EETCs. It meant 
any of his patients requiring 
emergency eye-care faced a 
journey of more than three 
hours to receive treatment in 
Glasgow.

He said: ‘Within Highland 
region, we have the longest 
travelling time to the ‘nearest’  
EETC, which is now Gartnavel 
General Hospital, more than 
three hours away, which com-
pletely � ies in the face of the 
government’s advice to stay 
home, protect the NHS and 
avoid travel unless absolutely 
necessary.’

An Argyll and Bute HSCP 
spokesman said the Scottish 
Government advised health 
boards there should be one 
EETC per 100,000 population, 
but it took action when it was 
recognised this would not be 
suitable for rural areas like 
Kintyre. 

He said: ‘We have been work-
ing closely with the Scottish 

Government to bring an EETC 
to Kintyre and we are delight-
ed we managed to achieve 
this quickly for the bene� t of 
Kintyre.’ He added the HSCP 
is currently investigating an 
additional EETC for the Oban 
area.

Mr Barr told the Courier he 
was delighted to � nally be able 
to treat emergency patients 
locally, adding: ‘We don’t want 
people having to travel all that 
way for no reason at all.’

Councillor Kelly told the 
Courier: ‘I was pleased to have 
been able to lend my support 
to our local optician. I feel that 
given Mr Barr’s experience, 
top-of-the-range equipment 
and our rural location, this 
service should have been 
granted as a matter of course.

‘� is situation should never 
have occurred and it’s past 
time the HSCP and NHS 
Highland started to think 
logically and apply common 
sense when issues arise which 
may have an adverse e� ect on 
our community.’

Volunteers Richard Thomas and Jamie Titterton have 
been supporting Kintyre Food Bank. 

Food bank open to everyone in need
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Abusive behaviour
A 60-year-old man was 
arrested at 8.30am on 
Monday May 18, in Kinloch 
Road, Campbeltown, for 
allegedly behaving in an 
abusive manner. 

The man was charged with 
the o� ence and a report was 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Charged
Checks on a car stopped 
by police at 5pm on 
Tuesday May 19 at Millknowe, 
Campbeltown, revealed there 
was allegedly no insurance in 
force for the vehicle. 

A 27-year-old woman was 
charged with the o� ence and 
the vehicle was seized by 
police.

Car damaged
A black Audi car was 
damaged in High Street, 
Campbeltown, sometime 
between 4pm on Thursday 
May 14 and 2pm on Tuesday 
May 19.

Police are appealing for 
witnesses.

Speeding motorist
A motorist was stopped on 
the A83, near Bellochantuy, 
for allegedly speeding at 
noon on Wednesday May 20.

The driver, a 39-year-old 
man, was charged and a 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

Drugs o� ences
At 10pm on Sunday May 24, 
police searched a house in 
Campbeltown under warrant.

A 50-year-old man was 
arrested and charged with 
alleged o� ences in relation to 
the possession and supply of 
cannabis and a report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Vandalism
A JCB digger was damaged in 
Keills Road, Craighouse, Isle of 
Jura, sometime between 3pm 
on Saturday April 25 and 6pm 
on Thursday May 14.

 Police are appealing for 
witnesses or anyone with 
information on the above 
or any incident to phone 
101 or anonymously call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111.

� e volunteer sewing group 
which donated scrubs to 
Kintyre Care Home has asked 
for them to be returned a� er 
it was revealed they could be 
worn just one day a week.

� e group, ‘Let’s get scrub-
bing for our Mid Argyll NHS’, 
supplied about 60 sets of the 
protective garments to the care 
home a� er it was nominated 
to receive them by Kintyre 
Community Resilience Group 
alongside carers at Lorne 

A Campbeltown decorating 
� rm has branched out to o� er 
a fogging service in light of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Fogging uses a blower to 
ensure rooms are free from 
bacteria, fungi and viruses. 
A � ompson Plastering and 
Decorating will be using 
virucidal disinfectants to 
speci� cally target COVID-19.

Port Ellen Primary School 
pupils were over the moon 
when space rockets they built 
caught the attention of NASA.

� e Islay children created 
the rockets as part of their 
home learning activities 
during lockdown and were 
delighted when they received 
congratulations from the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration on 
Twitter.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
policy lead for education 
Councillor Yvonne McNeilly 
said: ‘Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) subjects are a 
vital study area for young 
people and for Scotland, so 

Campbell Court. However, it 
was later revealed the scrubs 
could not be worn on a day-
to-day basis by sta�  at Kintyre 
Care Home as they do not have 
a zip fastening, like the home’s 
regular uniform. � ey could 
be worn, however, during the 
home’s ‘theme days’.

Nikki � ompson, the sewing 
group’s founder and organiser, 
said: ‘I was told by the man-
ager of Kintyre Care Home 
that sta�  could only wear the 

scrubs one day a week. Given 
the vast quantity of sets we 
provided, and the number of 
sta�  wearing them only one 
day a week, this would mean 
the bulk of them would be le�  
in a storeroom unused.

‘We felt this was missing the 
point of providing them with 
PPE when there are so many 
hospitals and care homes who 
would put them to good use.

‘A decision was taken to 
request their return to enable 

Scrubs re-gifted to hospital POLICE FILES

us to re-assign them.’ � e re-
turned scrubs have been grate-
fully received by the Queen 
Elizabeth University Hospital 
in Glasgow where they will be 
worn daily by nursing sta�  in 
various wards.

A spokesperson for Kintyre 
Care Home said: ‘We were 
delighted to have received 
the scrubs from the ‘Let’s get 
scrubbing’ group and are very 
grateful for the time and care 
put into this thoughtful gi� .

‘HC-One uniforms have a zip 
down the front meaning they 
don’t pass over colleagues’ 
heads to put on and remove 
and the scrubs do not. 

‘Given the current climate 
and the concerns around 
COVID-19, this is a helpful 
feature to protect the health of 
our colleagues and residents.

‘We are glad the scrubs have 
found a new home and thank 
the community for the support 
we have received.’

Decorating � rm o� ers COVID fogging service
� e process can be carried 

out in homes, cars, o�  ces, 
schools, canteens, work spaces, 
kitchens, doctors surgeries and 
hospitals.

Rooms can be re-entered 
just an hour a� er the process 
has been completed with no 
residue, smell or vapour trace.

Company owner Andrew 
� ompson said: ‘Our new bio-

spray fog machines are of the 
highest speci� cation and o� er 
the best in terms of volume, 
rate and coverage.

‘� e machines are 100 per 
cent programmable for the 
dispersion of solution, based 
solely on the cubic meterage of 
a� ected areas, so the machine 
makes the necessary calcula-
tions and stops only once the 

adequate amount of virucidal 
disinfectant has been used. 
� is ensures there is no room 
for human error.

‘� e virucidal disinfectant 
we use has been vigorously 
tested and approved by or-
ganisations and government 
agencies worldwide. It is 100 
per cent animal, human and 
environment friendly.’

� e fully insured service will 
be available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week - although 
there will be additional 
charges if the work is carried 
out at night - and is open to all 
sectors.

For more information, call 
Andrew on 07460 820375 or 
email thompsondecor@hot-
mail.com

Kintyre Care Home staff could only wear items once a week 

The photograph which impressed NASA on Twitter. 

Pupils catch NASA’s attention
it’s wonderful to see pupils at 
Port Ellen engaging in these 
throughout lockdown.

‘It is a huge achievement 
for the children to have their 
hard work recognised by 
NASA. Well done to everyone 
involved. Keep up the good 
work.’

Councillor Alastair Redman 
added: ‘It’s fantastic to see 
Port Ellen Primary School 
turning heads at NASA with 
their STEM work.

‘Who knows, in the future 
we might well see today’s Port 
Ellen Primary School pupils 
becoming tomorrow’s rocket 
scientists and astronauts. 
Well done to all the students, 
teachers and sta� .’ 

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

Stay safe: Check weather conditions and 
hours of daylight before you go

In an emergency, dial 999 and
ask for the Coastguard

Davaar Island 
Safe Walking Times

Stay safe: Check weather conditions and 

Morning Safe Walking TimesSafe Walking Times Afternoon Safe Walking TimesSafe Walking Times

Low Tide From Til Low Tide From Til

Mon, 1 Jun 2020 14:10 11:10 16:40

Tue, 2 Jun 2020 15:11 12:11 17:41

Wed, 3 Jun 2020 16:04 13:04 18:34

Thu, 4 Jun 2020 16:53 13:53 19:23

Fri, 5 Jun 2020 05:28 02:28 07:58 17:40 14:40 20:10

Sat, 6 Jun 2020 06:13 03:13 08:43 18:25 15:25 20:55

Sun, 7 Jun 2020 06:57 03:57 09:27 19:10 16:10 21:40

Mon, 8 Jun 2020 07:41 04:41 10:11 19:56 16:56 22:26

Tue, 9 Jun 2020 08:25 05:25 10:55 20:43 17:43 23:13

Wed, 10 Jun 2020 09:12 06:12 11:42 21:30 18:30 00:00

Thu, 11 Jun 2020 10:04 07:04 12:34

Fri, 12 Jun 2020 11:01 08:01 13:31

Sat, 13 Jun 2020 12:05 09:05 14:35

Sun, 14 Jun 2020 13:09 10:09 15:39

Mon, 15 Jun 2020 14:08 11:08 16:38

Tue, 16 Jun 2020 15:00 12:00 17:30

Wed, 17 Jun 2020 15:46 12:46 18:16

Thu, 18 Jun 2020 16:29 13:29 18:59

Fri, 19 Jun 2020 17:08 14:08 19:38

Sat, 20 Jun 2020 05:27 02:27 07:57 17:45 14:45 20:15

Sun, 21 Jun 2020 06:01 03:01 08:31 18:21 15:21 20:51

Mon, 22 Jun 2020 06:37 03:37 09:07 19:00 16:00 21:30

Tue, 23 Jun 2020 07:16 04:16 09:46 19:43 16:43 22:13

Wed, 24 Jun 2020 07:59 04:59 10:29 20:30 17:30 23:00

Thu, 25 Jun 2020 08:46 05:46 11:16 21:20 18:20 23:50

Fri, 26 Jun 2020 09:37 06:37 12:07 22:12 19:12 00:42

Sat, 27 Jun 2020 10:32 07:32 13:02 23:07 20:07 01:37

Sun, 28 Jun 2020 11:32 08:32 14:02

Mon, 29 Jun 2020 12:36 09:36 15:06

Tue, 30 Jun 2020 13:42 10:42 16:12
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Find out if you’re eligible and apply at 
mygov.scot/funeral-support-payment 
Or call our specially trained team on
0800 182 2222

If you need help to pay for a loved one’s 
funeral and receive certain benefi ts, you 
can apply for Funeral Support Payment. 
It’s a one-off payment towards burial or 
cremation costs and more. People typically 
receive around £1500 in fi nancial support 
and you can apply after a person has died 
until 6 months after the date of their funeral.

Kintyre Food Bank is remind-
ing people its services are 
available to everyone.

To stick to social distancing 
during lockdown, South 
Kintyre Development Trust 
(SKDT) allowed the food bank 
to use Campbeltown Town 
Hall as its temporary base.

Kintyre Community 
Resilience Group (KCRG) also 
provided volunteers to assist 
with the food bank as many of 
its regular volunteers are older 
and therefore in the ‘at risk’ 
category.

Eric Spence, SKDT manager 
and KCRG area co-ordinator, 
said: ‘Over the last eight weeks 
we have provided food parcels 
and toiletries to more than 80 
individuals and their families.

‘A number of people have 
been furloughed, while others 
have lost their main sources 
of income as a result of the 
pandemic.’

As a result of these extenu-
ating circumstances, the food 
bank’s normal procedures 
have been suspended, meaning 
a referral from another agency 
is no longer required, and 
all those in need – who are 
not already receiving food 
parcels from Argyll and Bute 
Council – are welcome to use 
its services.

� ose in need can simply turn 
up at the side entrance of the 

� e Ardshiel Hotel is one of 
seven Scottish independent 
whisky bars to receive almost 
£5,000 raised by an auction of 
a rare whisky in a bid to help 
them through the COVID-19 
crisis.

Almost £35,000 was raised by 
the auction of Da� mill Single 
Malt by online whisky auction 
specialists Whisky Auctioneer 
on May 16 – World Whisky 
Day.

� e auction, which included 
seven bottles of the highly col-
lectable Da� mill 2008 Single 
Bourbon Cask #68 and an 
exclusive tour of this Lowland 
distillery which is not usually 
open to the public, reached a 
hammer price of £35,300 with 
252 bids placed from countries 
including Japan, the USA, the 
Netherlands, Germany and the 
UK.

A donation of £4,941.53 
will also be made to Artisan 
in Wishaw, the Bon Accord 
in Glasgow, Dornoch Castle 
Hotel in Dornoch, Fiddlers 
Inn in Drumnadrochit, 
� e Highlander Inn in 
Craigellachie and � e Malt 
Room in Inverness.

Amanda Grant from � e 
Ardshiel told the Courier: ‘We 
are very proud to be part of the 
Independent Whisky Bars of 
Scotland and have been totally 
overwhelmed with money 
raised.

‘� is was a great idea and the 
amount of money raised is way 
beyond what we imagined and 
we are very grateful to every-
one. � is will help towards 
getting through these di�  cult 
times.

‘We are looking forward to 
welcoming everyone back to 
the Ardshiel.’

Initially bottled in part-
nership between Da� mill 
Distillery and Berry Bros 
and Rudd to support the 
Independent Whisky Bars of 
Scotland, Cask #68 was sold 
‘by the dram’ at their venues 
in what was described as an 
industry � rst.

� e expression is the � rst sin-
gle cask bottling to be released 
from Da� mill’s 2008 vintage 
stock.

� e Kintyre Way has applied 
for £2,500 from the Calor 
Rural Community Support 
Fund and hopes that with 
public support it will exceed its 
target.

Money will go towards 

Volunteers Ailsa Yuill and Mhairi Reid hard at work at Kintyre 
Food Bank. 

Food bank available  
to everyone in need

Kintyre Way seeks funding boost
maintaining the Kintyre Way 
and ensuring the route is well 
way-marked and the path is as 
good as it can be underfoot. 
A spokesperson said: 'We 
need your support. Watch out 
for news of our Kintyre Way 

Calor Rural Community Fund 
Project page going live at 9am 
on June 4, at which point you 
will be able to like and share 
our project and make a pledge 
on our crowdfunding/Calor 
page.'

Ardshiel 
bene� ts from 
sale of rare 
whisky

by Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

town hall between 10am and 
noon on Tuesdays and Fridays 
and explain their situation to 
sta� . � e food bank may be 
able to deliver to those who are 
shielding and unable to leave 
their house or have di�  culties 
getting out and about.

Eric added: ‘� e volunteers 
are there to help, not to judge, 
and privacy and discretion will 
be shown at all times. Most of 
our food is donated to us by 
shops, including Tesco and the 
Co-op, and individuals, and 
we are extremely grateful for 
their continued support.’

Mary-Anne Stewart, 
chairwoman of Kintyre Food 
Bank, said: ‘We are grateful 
to Eric and thank him for this 
support.’

Councillor John Armour, 
who has been involved with 
KCRG since it was established, 
said he was ‘delighted but not 
surprised’ to see everyone 
involved pulling together.

‘Kintyre is an exceptional 
place to stay with so many 
looking out for each other.’

� e food bank has received 
a � nancial boost from 
Campbeltown Community 
Council. Community council-
lor Catherine Dobbie applied 
to Scottish and Southern 
Electricity Networks’ Resilient 
Communities Fund and was 
‘delighted’ to be awarded 
£1,550 which was split equally 
between Kintyre Food Bank, 
Shopper-Aide and SKDT.
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Kintyre Recycling Limited 
(KRL) has thanked the com-
munity for its ‘tremendous 
support’ over the past few 
weeks.

Business manager Amanda 
� orburn said: ‘It has been a 
strange and confusing time for 
us all but I have been struck 
and moved by the community 
response in Kintyre and the 
acts of kindness that have been 
shown.’

Amanda said one act in 
particular which stood out was 
Billy’s McFadyen’s ‘incredibly 
kind’ donation of £6,531.20 
following his 60th birthday 
fundraising event.

‘KRL would like to give him a 
big virtual hug for his incred-
ibly kind donation which will 
make a massive di� erence for 
us and is really appreciated,’ 
Amanda said. 

‘� is was a sel� ess act that 
will not be forgotten.’ 

Campbeltown Bowling 
Club will open its Stronvaar 
green to members tomorrow 
(Saturday), under strict social 
distancing guidelines.

Only four rinks will be used 
and games are to be played 
with up to four players either 
from the same household or 
from one other household.

� ere will be no access to the 
clubhouse to use the locker 
rooms or the toilets and some-
one will be present to hand out 
members’ equipment.

Bowls, mats and jacks will 
be sanitised before and a� er 
games that will last for one 
hour and can be arranged via 
a telephone booking system 
between 6pm and 8pm by 
calling 07561 610017.

Members aged 70 and over 
and those who are ‘shielding’ 
will not be allowed to play and 
no spectators will be allowed. 
A club spokesperson said: 
‘Hopefully the current restric-
tions will be loosened under 
the Scottish Government’s 
phase two out of lockdown.’

Bowling green to 
partially reopen

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@campbeltown courer.co.uk
telephone 01586 554646

Amanda explained that in 
the � rst couple of weeks of 
lockdown KRL was able to 
establish its recycling contract 
for the coming year thanks to 

the hard work of its directors 
and council o�  cials.

‘In spite of all the challenges 
we have faced in the past, it is 
positive to be moving forwards 
in a spirit of collaboration,’ she 
said, adding: ‘� is immediate-
ly gave us some peace of mind 
in regards to jobs and we have 
been able to provide a monthly 
recycling service.

‘We realised that due to so-
cial distancing guidelines and 
issues with contamination we 
would not be able to sort and 
process the recyclates, so we 
moved to a new system and, 
with the support of Bobby and 
Peter at McKerrals, we now 
load all recycling bags into 
their walk-in trailer. 

‘� is is then transported to 
ENVA in Linwood, Glasgow, 
where it is recycled. � is has 
also been made possible by 
the support of the council 
and a personal thanks goes to 

Alan Miller for his support.’ 
Amanda said the process had 
been a trial which has ‘worked 
well for all parties’ and meant 
Kintyre is the only place in 
Argyll and Bute to still have a 
recycling service.

She added: ‘We understand 
not everyone can keep their 
recycling for a month and we 
will return to our normal two 
weekly service as soon as it is 
safe to do so. Full communi-
cation will be given when this 
happens.’

In the meantime, Amanda 
advises everyone to place all 
recycling in bags, adding large 
cardboard boxes should be 
folded up for the health and 
safety of KRL’s sta� . She re-
minded people KRL will not be 
able to collect loose cardboard.

Anyone requiring bags can 
contact KRL and they will be 
delivered or posted out.

Amanda also thanked the 

‘Tremendous support’ 
for Kintyre Recycling

Kintyre Recycling business 
manager Amanda Thorburn. 
50_c22amandathorburn01

following: Ailsa Clark and 
Inspiralba for their guidance, 
patience and support with cash 
� ow and funding applications 
over the past few weeks; ‘book-
keeper’ Hannah Fawcett for 
keeping on top of everything; 
Niall Macalister Hall at Beinn 
an Tuirc Distillers for supply-
ing KRL with hand sanitiser; 
Andy McPhee at Kintyre Hire 
for support with hire vehicles; 
Michael Renton and A&B 
Garage; and David and all the 
KRL team who have been out 
working during the past few 
weeks – still smiling.

‘� anks for all the messages 
of support and for continuing 
to recycle,’ Amanda added. ‘If 
we can take something positive 
from this pandemic it is the 
e� ect it has had on our natural 
life and environment. � is 
will be so important moving 
forwards in � nding a green 
focus for recovery.’
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Anyone 5 years and  
over, who is displaying 
symptoms of coronavirus, 
can now get tested.
If you have a high temperature, 
persistent cough, or loss, 
or change, of taste or smell,  
you can now get a test.

You can book a slot at a  
drive-through testing centre.

Or request a test kit to be  
delivered to your home.

If you have symptoms, you  
should only leave your house  
to go for a test.

Otherwise, you should follow  
self-isolation guidelines and  
stay at home for 7 days.  
And anyone in your household  
should stay in for 14 days.

To find out more and  
book your test go to  
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus  
If you can’t get online,  
call 0300 303 2713.

A Kintyre IT consultant who 
joined forces with friends from 
across the UK to live-stream 
online gaming sessions almost 
24 hours a day for most of 
May now hopes to set a world 
record.

To round o� their month of 
fundraising for Macmillan 
Cancer Support, James 
McLellan and fellow gamer 
Alan are to attempt a ‘truly 
mammoth streaming session’ 
to beat the world record for 

Kintyre and the Islands 
councillor Alastair Redman 
has been re-admitted to the 
Conservative Party.

Councillor Redman was one 
of 25 members suspended from 
the Tory party last November 
over claims of Islamophobic 
and other prejudicial social 
media posts.

At the time, Councillor 
Redman claimed he was set up.

News he was no longer sus-
pended came a week ago via a 
phone call and an email from 
the Scottish Conservative 
Central O�ce, he said.

‘I’m delighted that a�er a 
long and thorough process I’ve 
been re-admitted to the party. 
I never doubted I would. I was 
an innocent man. I’m not a 
prejudiced person and never 
have been. I’m happy to be 

longest World of Warcra� 
stream. Currently, the o�cial 
record stands at 32 hours and 
36 minutes.

Starting at 9.30am today, 
Friday May 29, the pair will 
attempt to stream for at least 
33 hours, under o�cial world 
record attempt rules. �e live-
stream video will be o�cially 
submitted to Guinness World 
Records for consideration.

James said: ‘�roughout this 
two-day streaming event, we’ll 

be starting new characters and 
taking them through from 
scratch. 

‘We’ll randomise faction, 
race and class, and will go for a 
mix of questing, dungeons and 
raids and exploration.

‘During the record attempt, 

we’ll have a pile of giveaways 
and fun audience participa-
tion, so get active in the chat 
for fun and freebies.’

James and Alan hope they 
will be able to use their ‘new 
found fame’ to raise even more 
money for Macmillan Cancer 

Support. ‘I cannot stress 
enough just how important 
this is to all of us,’ James added. 
‘Macmillan Cancer Support 
does incredible work and right 
now this is a personal issue, so 
please give if you can. 

‘Any and all support is greatly 

appreciated. Wish us luck!’
To �nd out more about 

the record attempt, visit 
www.midgamecrisis.co.uk/
world-record-attempt or to 
donate, visit https://game-
heroes .macmi l la n.org.u k /
fundraising/james-mc-lellan

Marathon gamers’ world record attempt

back, continuing to campaign 
and support the Conservatives 
and to �ght for my area,’ he 
said, adding he was ‘hugely 
grateful’ for all the messages 
of support he received from 
the public, Conservatives and 
non-Conservatives.

In November, Councillor 
Redman said he had been tar-
geted because he was such an 
‘active’ councillor and ‘strong’ 
Conservative, and claimed the 
naming and shaming scenario 
had been ‘engineered’ to dis-
tract from Labour’s woes in the 
run up to the General Election.

�e 25 suspensions, involv-
ing serving and ex-Conserv-
ative councillors, followed 
a dossier containing names 
produced by an anonymous 
Twitter user and handed to the 
Conservative Party.

Councillor Alastair Redman.

Councillor re-admitted 
to Conservative Party 
after being suspended



�e Campbeltown Courier
Friday 29 May 20206  NEWS

Left: Miller Sargent from 
Campbeltown will turn three 
on June 2. He will spend his 
birthday with his mummy 
and daddy, playing with 
new toys and eating cake. 
His mum Laura said: ‘Happy 
birthday Miller. Lots of love 
from Mummy and Daddy.’

Happy lockdown birthday 
Birthdays during a global pandemic are 
bound to be di�erent from usual.

People may be unable to celebrate with 
family and friends due to government 
guidelines on social distancing, but they have 
been �nding other ways to make their day 
special.

This is how some of Kintyre’s birthday boys 
and girls spent or plan to spend their day. 

Happy birthday to everyone celebrating a 
lockdown birthday. Don’t forget to let us 
know about your friend or family member’s 
lockdown birthday and we will give them a 
shoutout. 

Email a photograph to editor@campbel-
towncourier.co.uk including their full name, 
age, where they are from and a bit about how 
they celebrated or plan to celebrate.

Eva Grumoli from 
Campbeltown celebrated 
her �rst birthday on April 26. 
She spent it at home with 
her mummy, daddy and big 
sister Ella.

Sisters Amara and Aria Mullen will celebrate their birthdays, 
which are two days apart, by having a garden party at home 
with their family this weekend. Amara will be �ve on June 
2 and Aria will turn two on June 4. Their mum Lesley said: 
‘Their daddy will be away on their birthdays so we will be 
having a little party tomorrow (Saturday) to celebrate.’

Ariana MacPhee from 
Campbeltown was six on 
May 20 and had a brilliant 
day despite lockdown. 

Alec Co�eld from Muasdale 
celebrated his sixth birthday 
on Tuesday May 26. He 
enjoyed eating cake for 
breakfast and making silage 
in the garden and is looking 
forward to being able to 
help at Killegruer again 
soon.

Rodger Crooks from 
Campbeltown celebrated 
his 65th birthday on 
Wednesday May 27. His wife 
Joan said: ‘He loves getting 
out to explore Argyll and 
further a�eld and would 
have loved a sight-seeing 
day out but is very grateful 
for the lovely local places to 
walk just now.’ 
Rodger’s lockdown birthday 
was celebrated on Zoom 
with family in Aberdeen, 
London, Oregon and 
Amsterdam.

SIMPLY  
Shredding

MacQueen Bros,  
Glengallan Road, Oban,  

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction 
of all confidential 

material from your 
home or office.

Collection service 
available.

secure document &
data destruction



The Government 
has announced an 
unprecedented package 
of support to protect jobs 
and support business 

across the UK during the 
coronavirus outbreak.
There is a wide range 
of financial support 
available to firms of 

all sizes. Today we 
take a look at how 
some companies have 
benefited from the help 
available.

CASE STUDY 2
PROTECTIVE GEAR

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       

Furlough scheme 
‘offers a lifeline to 
many businesses’

Protecting jobs and 
supporting business

The Chancellor Rishi Sunak has 
announced a range of measures* 
for businesses and workers to 
protect them against the current 
economic emergency.  Here are 
some examples.  

The Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme has enabled businesses 
to put employees on a period of 
temporary leave (furlough) and 
apply for a government grant 
to cover 80 per cent of those 
workers’ usual monthly wage 
costs, up to a cap of £2,500 a 
month.  The scheme available 
until the end of October 
has already protected 
7.5 million workers 
and almost 1 million 
businesses

The Self-Employment 
Income Support Scheme 
will allow eligible self-

employed individuals to claim a 
taxable grant of 80 per cent of 
their average monthly profits, up 
to  £7,500.

UK VAT-registered firms have 
been given the option to defer VAT 
payments until the end of June. 

There will be no interest 
or penalties on any amount 
deferred.

The Government has 
introduced a business rates 
holiday for the retail, hospitality 
and leisure sectors and nurseries 
in England. 

Other schemes are in place in 
the other nations within the UK.

Commercial tenants who 
cannot pay their rent because 
of coronavirus will be protected 
from eviction

The Government’s Bounce 
Back Loans Scheme provides 
loans of up to £50,000 to small 
businesses, with a 100 per cent 
government-backed guarantee 
for lenders. 

The Coronavirus Business 
Interruption Loan Scheme 

is available for loans or 
finance of up to £5m. 

The Government will  
provide the lender with an 
80 per cent guarantee to 

support the lending.
*Eligibility criteria 

applies.

Chancellor’s 
measures to 
safeguard 
firms and 
their staff

A COUNTY Derry 
company has been 
protecting health care 
workers by supplying 
high-end protective gear 
for intensive care units 
during the COVID-19 
crisis.

Seating Ma�ers, based 
outside Ballykelly, has 
been able to use the 
Government’s furlough 
scheme to protect 
about a quarter of its 
50-strong workforce, 
while also helping provide 
box shields to protect 
healthcare workers 
while they are ventilating 
patients

The family-owned 
company has specialised 
in creating chairs to 
provide comfort, postural 
support, pressure 
management and improve 

quality of life for disabled 
adults and children since 
2008.

During the COVID-19 
outbreak, however, the 
company has teamed up 
with medical experts and 
designers to create the 
box shields.

Managing director 
Martin Tierney said: “We 
have been making clinical 
therapeutic chairs for 
hospitals and we are very 
close to the front line in 
that respect because a lot 
of our chairs are being 
used in intensive care and 
in COVID wards.”

Seating Ma�ers was 
established by Martin’s 
mother Martina, an 
occupational therapist 
who had identified 
a global demand for 
therapeutic chairs.

It now has 50 staff  but 
Mr Tierney said it had 
to furlough a quarter 

of its staff. He said the 
government furlough 
scheme was a lifeline for 
many businesses. Mr 
Tierney said: “I’m grateful 
that we can keep moving 
forward because there 
are a lot of places that 

are stopped altogether. 
I’m just grateful that we 
are not in that boat.” The 
firm has strict social 
distancing and changed 
an office entrance in order 
to safeguard staff against 
coronavirus infection.

CASE STUDY 1
SCOUTS SCOTLAND

‘Critical to Scouts’ survival’
SCOUTS SCOTLAND chief 
executive Katie Docherty 
says the Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme (CJRS) has 
been absolutely critical to the 
survival of Scouts Scotland as 
an organisation. 

Almost 80 per cent of 
Scouts Scotland’s 62 staff 
have been furloughed as 
outdoor education centres 
and campsites have been 
closed and fundraising events 
have postponed due to the 
coronavirus lockdown. 

The organisation, which 
supports 12,000 volunteers 
and 40,000 young people in 

Scotland, has suffered a £1.5 
million shortfall as a result.

Ms Docherty said they had 
received some funding from 
the Sco�ish Government, but 
that furlough scheme is “the 
lifeline that’s keeping us going 
just now”.

She said: “It’s the furlough 
scheme that’s allowed us to 
keep paying our staff whilst 
we have no income coming in. 
It’s been absolutely critical. 
We would have had to make 
most of our staff redundant 
otherwise.”

The CJRS has been extended 
until the end of October by 
the UK Government in order 
to protect businesses and jobs 
across the country. 

HELPING HAND: Scouts Scotland supports 
12,000 volunteers and 40,000 young people.

WORKING HARD: A Seating Ma�ers employee 
producing medical equipment at the company’s workshop.

FINANCIAL 
HELP: 
Chancellor 
Rishi Sunak

n Details of the support available to 
businesses across the UK can be found at  

www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
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HAVEYOURSAY
email editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Thank you for submissions
I would like to thank people for their kind 
remarks about my May 1  ‘� ought’ about their 
favourite resurrection story.

It was most interesting to read about verses 
from scripture which are so precious to people.

I feel, since I issued the challenge, I should 
mention my own favourite, which is the story at 
the end of John’s gospel (Chapter 21).

� e disciples have gone back to the � shing as 
they didn’t know what else to do a� er Jesus had 
been cruci� ed. � ey were out in their � shing 
boat when they saw a � gure strolling along the 
beach and, as the story unfolds, we and they 
realise it is Jesus.

� e joy in Peter’s voice is almost palpable as he 
leaps out of the boat and splutters to the shore 
exclaiming: ‘It is the Lord’.

‘It is the Lord’ – just four words with the 
message that has resonated throughout time 
and eternity.

At this di�  cult time, maybe we too will � nd 
our Lord waiting by our personal shore and 
with Peter we can exclaim: ‘It is the Lord’.

Marilyn Shedden, Muasdale.

The cost of home working
So the local council wants to encourage its 
councillors to work from home, possibly on a 
permanent basis, and will supply o�  ce pods for 
them at their homes?

Who is going to pay for this? Again, this will 
be picked up by tax payers in Argyll and Bute.

� is would be another unnecessary expense 
for a council that has been voted the worst in 
the UK several times. 

Why encourage them to stay at home to do 
even less than they do for their community than 
they do now?

In Carradale, they can’t � nish repairing roads 
or maintain drains, sewers or the pier, so what 
chance does the community have?

� e toilets in the car park in Carradale were 
meant to be brought up-to-date as they are 

not wheelchair accessible or parent and child 
friendly. We are still waiting on councillors 
doing something about that too.

� ey have perfectly good o�  ces in Argyll and 
Bute to work in so what’s the point of encourag-
ing them to stay at home? Not one of them came 
to the village prior to the general election. 

Stewart R Grant, Carradale.

Record switch-o�  payments
On the same day the Courier published a letter 
from Tommy MacPherson, in which he ques-
tioned how restarting work at Beinn an Tuirc 3 
and Dippen Hill by two Irish civil engineering 
companies could be considered essential and 
urgent, it is interesting to note wind farms in 
Britain were paid a record £9.3 million in ‘con-
straint payments’ to switch o�  turbines when 
supply outstripped demand.

Of this amount, 66 Scottish plants received 
£6.9 million with £1.9 million going to 14 o� -
shore plants in England.

� is is almost double the previous single-day 
record payout to wind farms made on October 
8, 2018 and a bill that will ultimately be paid by 
consumers.

Brian Gee, Carradale East.

Message to a worried world
In last week’s Courier, Marilyn Shedden asked 
us to pick a Bible story to convey its message to 
a worried and waiting world. May I suggest the 
Old Testament account in 2 Kings Chapters 6 
and 7?

Under siege, the city of Samaria was facing 
imminent starvation; desperation had forced 
hungry people to horri� c lengths to satisfy their 
hunger. � en God promised through Elisha his 
prophet that within 24 hours, there would be an 
over� ow of food.

� e � rst man to hear this dismissed the news 
as pure fantasy. But by coincidence some beg-
gars from that city, driven to despair, had made 
a plan to approach the enemy camp to beg there. 

When they reached the camp, to their utter 

amazement they found it abandoned. � e enemy 
had heard the sound of a phantom army and had 
� ed in fear leaving the wealth of their supplies. 
Bread was everywhere. � e beggars went to the 
city with the good news: ‘� ere is bread.’

Although the Bible itself never explicitly makes 
the connection, the parallels with the gospel are 
striking. God has promised bread which is dis-
covered by beggars. � ese men in desperation 
found what everyone needed. Realising they 
could not keep this wonderful news a secret, 
they sought to share the good news. 

With due caution and reasonable scepticism a 
few went to look. � e unbelievable was true – 
bread in abundance for everyone.  � e city was 
saved.

Jesus said: ‘I am the bread of life.’ Christians 
are not people with all the answers, just beggars 
who have found abundant bread or in the words 
of Scottish pastor Alastair Begg: ‘We are just a 
bunch of silly sheep, saying ‘come and � nd the 
Shepherd’.’

Mark Jasper, Campbeltown Community 
Church.

Air ambulance milestone
Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance (SCAA) 
marked its seventh anniversary on May 22 
and I look back with pride and gratitude on a 
service that has saved and improved thousands 
of lives and on the organisations, communities, 
businesses and individuals across Scotland who 
helped launch and sustain the service.

None of us could have foreseen the situation 
we � nd ourselves in as we reach this landmark 
seventh birthday; a challenging operational 
environment for our aircrew and an extremely 
di�  cult period for our fundraising teams as 
coronavirus restrictions are preventing events, 
talks and activities taking place which are so es-
sential to help support the country’s only chari-
ty-funded helicopter air ambulance service.

It costs around £4 million each year to fund 
our Perth and Aberdeen-based helicopter air 
ambulances. 

People were quick to spring into action 
when coronavirus hit and continue to 
work tirelessly, many of them behind the 
scenes, all these weeks later.

So much work is carried out by so many 
groups and charities that we could never 
publish coverage of it all and we may run 
the risk of forgetting all the good that is 
still being done.

As most people settle into the new 
normal, countless volunteers are still 
carrying out essential work enabling those 
who need to stay at home to do so.

� is week, Kintyre Food Bank is 
reminding people in need that it is there 
to help – it has been supplying food and 
essentials throughout lockdown to an 
unprecedented number of people who 
have been economically a� ected by the 
pandemic.

� e food bank is even o� ering to deliver 
to those who are unable to leave their 
homes – something which many local 
groups and businesses are also o� ering.

Until a couple of months ago, many 
people would leave their home every time 
they needed anything, but now - thanks 
to doorstep deliveries of supermarket 
shopping, fresh � sh, bakery and dairy 
items, and even plants – it is possible for 
many of us to remain at home most of the 
time.

We owe a big thank you to both the 
volunteers and businesses that are looking 
out for everyone in the community.

Thank you for all your 
continued hard work
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CONTACTUS
The Campbeltown 
Courier, Main and Longrow South, Main Street, 
Campbeltown PA28 6AE. Phone: 01586 554646

Reporter
Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
Advertising
Rebecca Harvey
adverts@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
Rhona McKillop
rhona@obantimes.co.uk
Head o�  ce
Wyvex Media, Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Oban, PA34 4 HB

� e Editor welcomes letters and emails for 
publication, however we reserves the right to 
shorten, amend or refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although details can be withheld from publication. 
Phone numbers, if available, should be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

At The Campbeltown 
Courier, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are 
fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ 
Code of Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, 
however, that mistakes happen from time to 
time. If you think we have made a significant 
mistake and you wish to discuss this with 
us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
emailing: editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk; 
telephoning the reporter on 01586 554646 or 
write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your issue 
in a timely and amicable manner. However, if 
you are unsatisfied with our response, you can 
contact IPSO, which will investigate the issue. 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK

This week’s photograph shows a view of Islay at sunset from the Sound of Kintyre. It was taken last month by Andrew Hemmings from 
the spare bedroom window of his home. If you have a photograph you would like to share, please email it to editor@campbeltowncou-
rier.co.uk or send it to us via the Courier’s Facebook page.

Every penny needed to keep these two lifesav-
ers in the air seven days a week, 365 days a year, 
is donated by the people of Scotland. We receive 
no statutory government funding.

Yet, as I re� ect on how the Scottish public has 
risen to every request we have made of them 

over the past seven years, I feel con� dent they 
will not abandon ‘� e People’s Helicopter’ at 
this particular time of need.

Please support SCAA if you can and help us 
celebrate the seventh anniversary of this lifesav-
ing service – your service.

I salute the generosity of our supporters and 
our brave, diligent aircrew that continue to save 
and improve our lives every day.

� ank you. Please donate at www.scaa.org.uk/
donate

John Bullough, SCAA chairman.

IF IT’S URGENT,
IT’S URGENT 

GP surgeries and hospitals are still here for you.

If you have an urgent, non-coronavirus health concern, please don’t wait. 
Promptly seek help for emergencies, present possible cancer signs and 

attend immunisation appointments.

Call your GP surgery or 111 out of hours. For emergencies phone 999.
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Distance, transport, support, bene� ts, 
loneliness, pride – some of the challenges 
faced by armed forces veterans living in 
Argyll and Bute, particularly in west 
Argyll and on the islands.

But for many, help could be just a 
phone call away.

Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau 
is a focal point for the area’s armed forces 
community, providing free, impartial, 
con� dential and independent advice, 
information and support.

And soon veterans will be invited to 
a ‘Brew and Blether’ support group for 
advice and company.

In Argyll and Bute, the Armed Forces 
Advice Service is provided by adviser 
Sandra Staniland, who is based at the 
bureau’s o�  ces in Lochgilphead.

‘Two of the challenges faced, particu-
larly for older veterans, is distance and 
access to extra support,’ she said. ‘Whilst 
the east of the county is, if you like, 
condensed into areas where it is easy for 
people to travel to bigger cities without a 
thought, journeys in west Argyll have to 
be planned.

‘� e success of other support groups 
and organisations in these larger urban 
areas is due, in part, to travel not being 
an issue. From regular bus and train 
services to calling a taxi, it does not pose 
the same logistical problems as it does 
living in a rural setting or on an island. 

A social worker with more 
than 20 years’ experience has 
been appointed chief social 
work o�  cer with Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP).

Julie Lusk will undertake 
the position in addition to her 
role as head of adult services, 
including mental health, 
learning disability, addictions 
and lifelong conditions.

Argyll and Bute Council 
chief executive Pippa Milne 
said: ‘Julie brings extensive ex-
perience to the post and I look 
forward to working with her.’

Julie is a quali� ed social 
worker with more than 20 
years’ experience as a senior 
manager and head of service 
across social work, voluntary 
and the private sector in-
cluding working closely with 
Ministry of Defence mental 
health services. She has a 
broad range of knowledge 
working across all areas of 
social work including out of 
hours emergency social care 
services, children’s services 
and criminal justice.

Ms Lusk said: ‘I look forward 
to providing professional lead-
ership and guidance across 
the organisation to ensure we 

New social work chief 
looks forward to role

continue to provide the best 
outcomes for people using 
our services and to support a 
culture that will enable leader-
ship, professional development 
and vision for our workforce.’

Julie is currently vice chair-
person of the adult social 
care committee for Social 
Work Scotland and works in 
conjunction with the Scottish 
Government, COSLA and 
other health and social care 
partnerships to deliver and 
improve outcomes for people 
accessing adult health and 
social care services.

Joanna Macdonald, chief 
o�  cer, Argyll and Bute HSCP, 
added: ‘� e role of chief social 
work o�  cer is an important 
role in the HSCP. I thank Alex 
Taylor, previous chief social 
work o�  cer, for his years of 
outstanding dedication to 
social work services across 
Argyll and Bute and I wish 
him a healthy, long and happy 
retirement when it comes.

‘I am really pleased to 
welcome Julie Lusk into the 
role. Julie has outstanding 
knowledge and experience of 
social care and health and her 
leadership will be a real asset to 
Argyll and Bute.’

Sandra Staniland, Armed Forces 
Advice Service adviser for Argyll and 
Bute. 

For a veteran living either on the islands 
or the West Coast, this can be a huge 
issue, especially if they no longer have 

their own transport and do not wish to 
be a burden on friends and families.

‘Families may live in other areas, so 
loneliness is a big issue and pride also 
inhibits asking for help. 

‘I will be starting support sessions 
called 'Brew and Blether' which will be 
open to all veterans, old and young, and 
their partners. I hope this may encour-
age older people, especially these living 
alone, to come along for advice and 
company. � is is on hold, unfortunately, 
as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.’

Sandra, who has been an adviser for 
seven years, said: ‘I do this job because 
I love it. 

‘I’ve met and worked with amazing 
people, some of whom have experienced 
dreadful situations. It is challenging, but 
also very rewarding.

‘To be able to o� er support to our veter-
ans is vital, even if it’s simply picking up 
the phone for a wee blether, especially for 
those living in remote and rural areas of 
Argyll and Bute.’

Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice 
Bureau helped armed forces veterans 
gain £71,365 in bene� ts and grants 
during the last year. For some veterans 
in Argyll and Bute, that averaged about 
£3,000 each.

More information about Argyll and 
Bute Citizens Advice Bureau can be 
found at www.argyllandbutecab.org.uk

Project reaches out to veterans



Health
www.nhsinform.scot/coronavirus
0800 028 2816 
(8am –10pm everyday) 
for general information only
Call NHS 24 on 111 for advice 
if symptoms worsen or if fever 
is ongoing after 7 days
Shielding local support
www.gov.scot/covid-shielding-
contacts

Feeling anxious or depressed? 
NHS Inform:
www.nhsinform.scot/
coronavirus-mental-wellbeing
NHS 24: Call 111
www.clearyourhead.scot
Breathing Space: 
www.breathingspace.scot  
0800 83 85 87
Scottish Association 
for Mental Health:
0344 800 0550  
info@samh.org.uk
Samaritans Scotland Helpline: 
116 123 / jo@samaritans.org

Advice for pregnant women
www.nhsinform.scot/
ready-steady-baby or contact 
your midwife if concerned.

Easy-read coronavirus 
guidance
www.scld.org.uk/
information-on-coronavirus
Helpline: 0141 248 3733 

Social welfare and 
fi nancial help
Citizens Advice Scotland:
www.cas.org.uk 
0800 028 1456

Struggling with energy bills?
Home Energy Scotland: 
0808 808 2282

Consumer issues
Advice Direct Scotland 
www.coronavirusadvice.scot
0808 800 9060

Employment rights advice
www.acas.org.uk 
Helpline: 0300 123 1100 
Relay UK: 18001 0300 123 1100

Support for accessing 
your rights at work
www.stuc.org.uk
Email: info@stuc.org.uk
Call: 0141 337 8100

For business support
www.fi ndbusinesssupport.gov.
scot/coronavirus-advice
Helpline: 0300 303 0660 

Helping in your community
www.readyscotland.org

Advice for parents
www.parentclub.scot/coronavirus
Parentline Scotland:
08000 28 22 33
The Money Talk Team:
0800 085 7145

Information for Young People
www.young.scot/coronavirus

Information, friendship 
and advice for older people, 
their carers and families
www.agescotland.org.uk
0800 12 44 222 

For people with dementia, 
families, friends and 
professionals
Alzheimer Scotland
www.alzscot.org
Helpline: 0808 808 3000

Scottish Autism Advice Line
www.scottishautism.org
01259 222022

Domestic Abuse Helpline
www.safer.scot
Helpline: 0800 027 1234

Rape Crisis Scotland Helpline
www.rapecrisisscotland.org.uk
Helpline: 08088 01 03 02

LOOKING FOR HELP 
DURING CORONAVIRUS?

We know times are tough right now. So, to help, here’s a list of 
organisations that can offer support. Please cut out and keep 
this page of useful contacts for use when you may need them.

National Assistance Helpline
(Open offi ce hours Monday to Friday)

Call: 0800 111 4000
Text phone service: 0800 111 4114

To help people at increased 
risk access essential help 
if they do not have family 
or other support.
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FROM OUR FILES
TEN YEARS AGO
Friday May 28, 2010
Massive ‘yes’ vote for airbase 
buyout

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO
Friday June 2, 1995
Seals say farewell to Kintyre

FIFTY YEARS AGO
Thursday May 28, 1970
Carradale youths in clean sweep

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
Saturday May 29, 1920
The Orr Ewing Cup
Drumlemble and the Grammar School Former 
Pupils provided one of the best and most hot-
ly-contested games seen this season.

Play was very fast and, especially in the � rst 
half, the quality of the football was a good bit 
above average. � e Pupils played particularly 
well in the � rst half and deserved their goal lead 
at the interval. Mustarde opened the scoring af-
ter about 15 minutes and J McGougan equalised 
with a header from a corner kick by D Sinclair 
when the game was about 27 minutes under way.

Towards the close of the spell, J McDonald got 
through for the school and scored. � e trams 
might have crossed on equal terms, a penalty 
taken by J McGougan failing to count, the 
keeper e� ecting a good save.

In the second half, Craig got the equaliser a� er 
12 minutes, but the Pupils drew ahead again 
when H Smith scored from a penalty awarded 
for Sinclair fouling McDonald.

Drumlemble had the best of matters most 
of the spell. � ey made a very fast pace, and 
pressed for considerable periods, having their 
opponents occasionally in di�  culties.

D � ompson went centre-forward for 
Drumlemble a� er this and, as a result of a burst 
through in the closing minutes of the game, he 
got the equaliser. Result – three goals each.

� e people of South Kintyre have said a 
resounding ‘Yes’ to the proposed community 
buyout of Machrihanish Airbase.

Scotland’s biggest community buyout has had 
the biggest vote with more than 97 per cent of 
the community in favour.

Iain Wardrop, chairman of Machrihanish 
Airbase Community Company (MACC), was 
close to tears a� er the result of the ballot was 
announced.

‘It’s been two-and-a-half years of hard work to 
get to this stage and if we weren’t determined we 
wouldn’t be here today,’ he said.

‘I am so proud of the community for giving us 
a mandate like this.’

� e electoral roll of the area PA28 6 is 5,949. Of 
that � gure, 4,007 people returned ballot papers 
giving a turnout of 67 per cent.

� ere were 3,903 ‘Yes’ votes, which was 97.4 
per cent, and 96 ‘No’ votes, 2.4 per cent and 
eight spoiled papers.

� e votes were counted at the Burnet Building, 
Campbeltown, on Tuesday night.

Former council o�  cial Donnie McLeod 
acted as returning o�  cer, with Peter Hogbin 
as his back up, and Campbeltown solicitor Jane 
Gallagher as observer.

� e votes were counted by a team of council 

and bank sta�  from the town. � e next step in 
the journey towards community ownership of 
the former Cold War base is to have a business 
plan approved by the Scottish Government to 
prove the community can succeed in running 
the base, which has been o� ered at a price of £1 
by the Ministry of Defence.

‘We are very, very determined we are going to 
succeed,’ said Mr Wardrop, who said the base 
would be used to create jobs for local people and 
plough the money back into the community.

Campbeltown history in the making: the 
board of Machrihanish Airbase Community 
Company and the o�  cials and counters after 
the count with stacked ballot papers. 

Around 400 people turned out at a farewell par-
ty organised by the United States Navy which is 
pulling its special warfare commandos out of 
Machrihanish a� er 15 years.

� e US Navy held a ‘Farewell Gala’ at the 
Victoria Hall in Campbeltown on Saturday 
night. Hosting the evening was the Unit’s 
Commanding O�  cer, Commander Kim 
Erskine, who welcomed the company, which 
included the US Consul General for Scotland 
Mrs Bobbette Orr and her husband Bill and 
the Commander Special Operations Command 
Europe, Brigadier General US Army Michael 
Canavan.

Representing Argyll and Bute District Council 
was Chief Executive Michael Gossip and District 
Councillor Archie McCallum, who presented 
Argyll and Bute plaques to Commander Erskine 
and Brigadier General Canavan.

In return, the Brigadier General presented 
Councillor McCallum with a plaque which 
was inscribed: ‘Presented to the people of 
Campbeltown by the Commander Special 
Operations Command Europe – � ank you for 
all your support – 1980-1995.

Commander Erskine also presented the unit’s 
ship bell to Councillor McCallum.

Fi� y Carradale youths undertook the task of 
clearing a mile-and-a-half long stretch of the 
Carradale Bay shore of seaweed and rubbish on 
Saturday.

� e youths were members of the church youth 
club, many of them Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and 
Brownies.

� e clearing-up operation started at 10am and 
continued until the early a� ernoon. Several lo-
cal farmers provided the eager work-force with 
tractors and trailers.

Minister of Saddell and Carradale Church, 
the Rev John E McInnes, said the boys and girls 
had done a ‘splendid’ job and had ‘transformed’ 
the appearance of the beach. ‘It’s good,’ he said, 
‘to see youths willing to employ themselves so 
usefully.’

Accredited Installer  • Scottish Water Approved Contractor  • SEPA & CHAS Registered

CALL: 01546 603989
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Many things have changed 
over the years but it appears 
baking and cooking still bring 
people comfort and relaxation.

Lockdown has brought out 
many people’s inner Mary 
Berry, with supermarkets 
struggling to keep up with the 
demand for baking essentials.

Cooking is proving to be 
just as popular, perhaps with 
people now having more spare 
time to dedicate to preparing 
something delicious for din-
ner, and with many eateries 
closed.

A Campbeltown mother-of-
two has provided inspiration 
for people wondering what 
to make next by creating 
a Facebook group entitled 
Campbeltown Lockdown 
Recipes.

Cheryl Brown told the 
Courier: ‘I love cooking and 
talking about food and am 
always sharing food pictures 
and recipes with friends. I 
thought it would be a good idea 
to make a page for the people 
of Campbeltown to do this on 
a bigger scale.

‘It’s hard to think of some-
thing di� erent every night for 
dinner so the page helps us 
get new ideas and try out our 
cooking skills.’ 

� e sharing of recipes re-
minded some of an old recipe 
book published many years 
ago by the Highland Parish 

DOWN MEMORY LANE
Sponsored by Campbeltown Heritage Centre
Open 11am to 4pm every Monday to Friday until September

Church and printed by the 
Campbeltown Courier.

While the recipes on the 
lockdown recipe page feature 
cuisine from all over the world, 
those which pack the 30-page 
Highland Parish Church book 
tend to be more traditionally 
British.

It features soups, meat, � sh, 
cheese and egg dishes, vege-
tables, puddings and sweets, 
oatmeal dishes, scones, loaves, 
biscuits, small cakes and buns, 
sponge cakes, to� ee and tablet, 
preserves, sauces and sand-
wich � llings.

Shirley Bannatyne kindly lent 
her copy of the book, which 
features recipes submitted by 
her mother and grandmother, 
to the Courier.

Here is a selection of recipes 
from the book:

Baking through the years
Left: The front page of the 
Highland Parish Church 
recipe book. 

This page contains recipes for tablet, to� ee and fudge. 

A loss or change in 
taste or smell could be 
a sign of coronavirus.
Evidence shows there are now 
three recognisable symptoms of 
coronavirus. If you experience a 
high temperature, a continuous 
cough, or a loss of, or change 
in taste or smell, you should 
not leave the house for 7 days. 
Others in your house should 
not leave the home for 14 days.

For more information visit 
www.nhsinform.scot/coronavirus
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Sensory gardens appeal to 
all our senses – sight, smell, 
sound, taste and touch – 
helping to reduce stress and 
anxiety.

A fragrant garden is familiar 
to many, but in these social 
distancing times being able 
to touch and feel plants and 
structures is also bene�cial.

Focus on what the plants feel 
like – not just their fragrance 
when touched – from leathery 
and lacey to so� and smooth. 
You can also mix plants that 

People are being urged to get 
involved in a new lockdown 
assault on invasive non-native 
species from the comfort of 
their own homes.

�e Scottish Invasive Species 
Initiative (SISI) has launched 
Alien Detectives – a fun and 
educational online resource 
to help the young, and not 
so young, learn more about 
alien – or non-native – invasive 
species.

Originally designed as a 
school education pack, the 
huge array of activities now 
includes a range of fun games 
and tasks that anyone can 
enjoy at home, in the garden 
or on local walks during 
lockdown.

Alien Detectives includes 
cra�s, quizzes, worksheets, 

presentations and puzzles, all 
themed around invasive spe-
cies and the river environment. 
Although primarily aimed at 
young people, anyone with an 
interest in the environment 
or invasive species can enjoy 
them too.

Callum Sinclair, SISI project 
manager, said: ‘Our project 
team has been busy while 
homeworking during the 
lockdown to produce these 
fantastic resources. We hope 
becoming ‘Alien Detectives’ 
will bring many hours of 
enjoyment to individuals and 
families during lockdown, 
especially at a time when 
most young people are not in 
a regular school environment 
and might be looking for a new 
challenge or activities to con-

tinue their learning. Invasive 
non-native species might be a 
new topic to many but it is a 
really important one – invasive 
species can have a major impact 
on our environment and native 
wildlife and are responsible for 
signi�cant biodiversity loss in 
Scotland and across the world.

‘We hope these resources 
will help raise awareness of the 
impacts of invasive species and 
inspire more young people to 
learn something about them.

‘No prior knowledge is need-
ed and there is lots to learn 
and have fun with so become 
an Alien Detective and help us 
tackle invasive species today.’

Vicky Hilton, SISI volunteer 
and communication o�cer, 
added: ‘To help structured 
learning the resource pack is 

laid out across themes includ-
ing discovering what aliens 
are, how they got here, what 
makes them successful, how 
we can prevent them taking 
over and how to �nd and cap-
ture them.

‘Each theme has several 
activities and in addition 
there is a section devoted 
to fun cra�s, puzzles and 
games – from invasive species 
battleships, top trumps and 
making an exploding seed pod 
to crosswords, pictograms and 
word searches. �ere is also a 
certi�cate for those who have 
earned the sought-a�er status 
of Alien Detective.’

All of the 'Alien Detectives' 
resources can be found online 
at www.invasivespecies.scot/
alien-detectives

An Alien Detective removes Himalayan balsam. Photograph: 
Scottish Invasive Species Initiative. 

Alien Detectives wanted

�e SISI works with com-
munities and volunteers to 
remove and control invasive 
non-native plant species and 
American mink from the 
countryside. �e project also 
delivers a range of educational 
and awareness-raising activi-
ties which include working in 

schools and with community 
groups.

To �nd out more about the 
Scottish Invasive Species 
Initiative, including volunteer-
ing with the project, visit www.
invasivespecies.scot, contact 
the team on sisi@nature.scot 
or follow on social media.

Well-being benefits of a tactile garden

are great to touch with tactile 
hard landscaping elements 

such as a water feature, smooth 
polished round pebbles or the 
glazed ceramics.

Some top touching plants 
and features to consider:

Leaves – try Stachys byz-
antina, commonly known as 
Lamb’s Ear. Its so�, downy, 
furry silver-grey leaves are a fa-
vourite among gardeners who 
tend to use it for ground cover 
in rich soil. As a contrast there 
is Acuba japonica (Japanese 
laurel) which has smooth, 
glossy leathery leaves.

Flowers – who can resist 
touching a bottlebrush 
Callistemon cintrinus – bun-
dles of tiny delicate stamen 
�owers form a brush that’s so� 
to touch.

Grasses – run your hand over 
the arching, thread-like leaves 
of feathery Stipa tenuissima 
also known as Mexican feather 
grass or the more robust 
drought proof ornamental 
Festuca glauca with thread-
like blue foliage that forms 
dense mounds.

Bark – tree bark can also 
provide a tactile experience 
especially when it’s the stun-
ning �owering cherry Prunus 
serrulate.

Our general well-being is 
intrinsically linked to the 
natural world which is why 
�rive – the gardening for 
health charity – has developed 
the �rive Gardening Club.

For fortnightly tips on 
getting the most out of your 
garden, whatever your age 
or ability, and information 

on how gardening can keep 
you healthy and feeling good 
visit www.thrive.org.uk/
get-involved/keep-in-touch/
subscribe-to-gardening-club

�rive is the UK’s leading 
provider of social and ther-
apeutic horticulture pro-
grammes using gardening to 
bring about positive changes 
in the lives of people living 
with disabilities, ill health or 
mental health issues, or who 
are isolated, disadvantaged or 
vulnerable.

Tactile gardens are good for 
our health and well-being.

Are you an adult unpaid carer?  
We are here for you
We provide a service to unpaid adult carers across the whole of 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Isles (MAKI). We have three teams:

• Support outreach worker team 
• Trained counselling team 
• Volunteer befriending team
We are available 10-4pm Monday to Friday and our service is 
open to any unpaid adult carers that needs support.

The Outreach/Support Team
This team are maintaining regular contact with carers via 
telephone. Our team is providing a listening ear during this 
challenging time and we have been fortunate to receive
additional funding to support carers and those they care 
for with creative solutions to help with their mental and 
emotional health while in isolation.
Our website – www.dochasfund.org.uk and Facebook pages 
will be updated regularly with information and advice.

The outreach/support team can be contacted  
via the telephone number 01546 600022  
or by emailing -enquiries@dochasfund.org.uk

The Volunteer Befriending Team
Our volunteer befriending service called Circle of Friends is 
continuing to run. Volunteers are maintaining contact with 
the individuals they are befriending by telephone. 

Our volunteer Co-ordinator, Ryan Taylor,  
continues to support this service.  
If you have an interest in this service Ryan can be 
contacted via the telephone number 01546 600022    

The Dochas Counselling team 
The team are keeping up with their existing clients and 
people who are contacting them via the counselling service.

Visit the Dochas Facebook page for more information on the 
new counselling service set up to help during the Covid-19 
crisis. This service is for people and their families who are 
living with long term conditions/terminal illness  
and bereavement. 

Please telephone 07432 231217  
or contact counselling@dochasfund.org.uk  
and someone will get back to you to explain the process. 
They can’t obviously o�er any face to face counselling  
at the present time, but we can o�er you telephone,  
email or online support.

Are you a young carer?  
We are here for you…
MAYDS are still providing support for children,  

young people and families where we can.  Anyone  
needing advice or help can contact the above at anytime.  

We are providing our child and adolescent counselling 
services via skype, phone etc., and still open for referrals for 

any young person feeling isolated or in need of support  Our 
Young Carers are still being supported by our team across 

MAKI and again referrals are still being taken.  

We have regular information and updates on our facebook 
page mid Argyll youth development services.  

Online support is also available on www.cool2talk.org.

Contact 07788900049 or
�ona@mayds.org.uk    lynn@mayds.org.uk

Mid Argyll Youth Development Services
Providing Information and Accessible Youth Friendly Services

The Dochas Carer Centre
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Matthew McConaughey – 
see Question 7

 1. Saucepan’s fi rst cover passed 
down gently (4)

 2. Exogamous section of old 
alphabet (4)

 3. Sailor on the way overseas (6)
 4. Nothing the bishop concealed 

outside was repellent (6)
 5. Below the nude ran distraught 

(10)
 6. The wad Noel removed was 

shabby (4-2-4)
 10. Presence at the ball about ten 

(10)
 11. It is bound to help an overseas 

traveller (6,4)
 15. It was costly before the 

interminable scarcity (6)
 16. Cake and port (6)
 18. Pupil’s bloomer? (4)
 19. Dorothy’s tiny spots (4)

 5. How to solve a knotty problem (4)

 7. Shade of two ales (5,5)

 8. Early in the day to have a magic 
wand (4)

 9. Mist on golfi ng area prevents 
moisture from rising (4-6)

 12. Strode out when it had been put 
away (6)

 13. Contribute when Donald tucked 
in (6)

 14. Mint international body exploited 
(6)

 16. Prize returned by artist (6)

 17. Original work from infant 
prodigy? (10)

 20. Some train for producing small 
amount of data (4)

 21. Then I quote order secretly (2,3,5)

 22. Decorate the platform (4)

61
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10

4
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5

8
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 5. Bombard (4)
 7. Railway track worker (10)
 8. Eternally (4)
 9. Grumbled (10)
 12. Coldly determined (6)
 13. Stated (anag.) (6)
 14. Bond fi rmly (6)
 16. Beast (6)
 17. In quick tempo 

(mus.) (10)
 20. Pierce (4)
 21. Cut off from the sea (10)
 22. Watery part of milk (4)

 1. Gamble (inf.) (4)
 2. Tranquil (4)
 3. Squalid (6)
 4. Young swan (6)
 5. Determine beforehand (10)
 6. Military offi cer (10)
 10. Shut but not locked (2,3,5)
 11. Rather (10)
 15. Covering with slates (6)
 16. African country (6)
 18. Accept (4)
 19. Likelihood (4)

12 15

17 9

13
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18
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1. Which long thin cocktail snacks, 
manufactured by Jacob’s, have a distinctive 
knobbly shape?

2. Which Alex Haley novel documents the life 
of the  slave Kunta Kinte?

3. What name is usually given to the retail 
location of a bank?

4. Which verb means to introduce chemicals 
into clouds so as to induce rainfall?

5. Which word do Americans use to describe 
the boot or luggage compartment of a car?

1 Twiglets; 2 
Roots; 3 Branch; 
4 Seed; 5 Trunk. 
Common link: 
Parts of a tree.

Across – 5 Pelt; 7 Platelayer; 8 Ever; 9 
Complained; 12 Steely; 13 Tasted; 14 
Cement; 16 Animal; 17 Allegretto; 20 
Stab; 21 Landlocked; 22 Whey.
Down – 1 Spec; 2 Calm; 3 Sleazy; 4 
Cygnet; 5 Predestine; 6 Lieutenant; 10 
On the latch; 11 Preferably; 15 Tiling; 
16 Angola; 18 Take; 19 Odds.

Across – 5 Undo; 7 Light brown; 8 
Dawn; 9 Damp-course; 12 Stored; 13 
Donate; 14 Unused; 16 Drawer; 17 
Brainchild; 20 Info; 21 On the quiet; 22 
Deck.
Down – 1 Slid; 2 Ogam; 3 Abroad; 4 
Horrid; 5 Underneath; 6 Down-at-heel; 
10 Attendance; 11 Phrase book; 15 
Dearth; 16 Dundee; 18 Iris; 19 Dots.

P
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M
15

B
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O
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F
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N
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I
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V
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E
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X
25

Y
26

1 Cross of Lorraine; 2 Reginald Maudling; 3 Lynch; 
4 Siobhan Fahey; 5 Tunisia; 6 Claudia Winkleman; 7 
Dallas Buyers Club; 8 22; 9 Penderyn; 10 Wales.

581342697
923657184
746198235
158763942
362489571
497521863
274916358
839275416
615834729
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948765213
671423895
235981764
396512478
854376129
712894536
467238951
523149687
189657342

All puzzles on this page are supplied by Sirius Media Services.
To try our new puzzle, Zygolex, go to www.zygolex.com – available in book form or as an app.
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Quiz Challenge

Each number in the Cross Code grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start you 
off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, then use 
your knowledge of words to work out which letters should go in the 
missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, 
and so must each 3 x 3 box.

ABCDEFGH I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Cryptic Across Cryptic Down

Quick Across Quick Down

Fill in the blank squares in the grid with numbers so that each 
horizontal or vertical line adds up to the total given in the box 
either to the left or above it. Horizontal totals are given in the 
top right corners of the shaded boxes; vertical totals in the 
bottom left corners.You can use the numbers 1 to 9, but may 
not use the same number more than once in any run. The 
number may be used again, however, in the same row or 
column but as part of another run.

Double Crossword
The puzzles are different but both use the same grid

Fill the 6x6 grid with as many 
boxes as there are numbers printed. 
Each box must be either square or 
rectangular and must contain just 
one of the numbers. The numbers 
show how many squares there 
should be in each box.

The answers to the following five questions 
contain a word or words which have a common 
theme. Can you find the link?

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: QUICK CROSSWORD: COMMON 
LINK

HARD SUDOKUKAKURO

CROSS CODE

BOX CLEVEREASY SUDOKU QUIZ CHALLENGE

 1. During World War II, 
which emblem was a 
symbol of Free France?

 2. Which UK Home Secretary 
was slapped by Bernadette 
Devlin in the House of 
Commons?

 3. Which word with no 
vowels means to kill 
illegally by mob action?

 4. Which Irish singer 
has been a member 
of Bananarama and 
Shakespears Sister?

 5. Carthage Palace is the 
presidential residence of 
which country?

 6. Who is journalist Eve 
Pollard’s well-known 
daughter?

 7. Matthew McConaughey 
played electrician and 
rodeo cowboy Ron Woodrof 
in which 2013 fi lm?

 8. In bingo parlance, which 
number is two little ducks?

 9. Produced in Rhondda 
Cynon Taf, what P is a 
Welsh whiskey distillery 
and brand?

 10. In rugby union, Scotland 
plays which country when 
the Doddie Weir Cup is at 
stake?
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Big Davy Ballantyne is on 

the � � h day of his Round 

Arran barrel challenge today 

(Friday). 
Big Davy is walking the 

entire 70-mile Arran Coastal 

Way with a 50kg (8st) whisky 

barrel strapped to his back.

He is raising money and 

awareness for the Samaritans,  

with more than £2,200 being 

raised on his JustGiving 

appeal page and the total 

is climbing every day.

Davy, accompanied by pho-

tographer Fraser Aitchison, 

started at Kildonan on 

Monday and a� er a di�  cult 

� rst day over the rocks and 

boulders at the Black Cave 

he picked up the pace the 

following day getting from 

Shannochie to Sliddery. He 

is attempting to complete the 

challenge by next weekend.

Photograph: Fraser Aitchison

Big Davy’s on his way

Ferry operator CalMac is 

extending its current essential 

lifeline service timetable until 

June 14 and is also putting a 

freeze on all future bookings 

until the same date.

� e moves are a direct result 

of the intervention of the 

Arran Ferry Committee who 

had growing concerns of a 

huge in� ux of tourists heading  

to Arran from mid-July, amid 

fears the island may not be 

ready to cope with large num-

bers of visitors.
� e company had been allow-

ing bookings to be made from 

July 16 onwards but in light 

of a fast changing COVID-19 

environment, has decided to 

suspend future bookings until 

a new timetable is agreed with 

Transport Scotland.

� e relaxation coincided the 

start of the Glasgow Fair and 

several sailings a� er that date 

were already indicating they 

were approaching full capacity 

bringing boatloads of visitors 

to the island, although it re-

mains uncertain what, if any, 

tourist facilities will be open 

by that time.
As a result, the ferry commit-

tee wrote to CalMac managing 

director Robbie Drummond to 

express their worries around 

the future travel arrangements 

for the summer and the 

practice of accepting bookings 

beyond July 16.
In a statement, issued to the 

Banner as we went to press, 

CalMac’s commercial director, 

Diane Burke said: ‘Extending 

our current essential lifeline 

service timetable until the 

middle of next month gives us 

an opportunity to work with 

Transport Scotland to put 

in place a timetable that will 

continue to ensure the welfare 

of our island communities.’

‘We will continue to follow 

guidance and advice from the 

Scottish Government in plan-

ning future timetables.’

CalMac is currently operat-

ing to an essential travel time-

table that has seen demand for 

services reduced by 95 per cent 

since the start of the coronavi-

rus emergency.
‘Our focus as we develop this 

new timetable will continue 

to be on providing priority 

lifeline services. � ere will be 

no signi� cant change to our 

operation for the foreseeable 

Essential timetable 

extended as CalMac 

freezes bookings
The current essential lifeline 

service timetable has been 

extended. 

Continued on page two
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Morvern 
community 
lodge bid 
for estate

We wish 
you a happy 
lockdown 
birthday!

Lochaber council wards are 

among those rated at lowest risk 

from COVID-19 transmission 

in Scotland, according to a new 

Scottish think tank.

So says a team of researchers 

and analysts at Glasgow-based 

Scotianomics, which has ranked 

all of Scotland’s 354 council 

wards, from highest to lowest, 

for the risk of COVID-19 trans-

mission and the potential for fa-

talities. However, Scotianomics 

stressed the rankings have 

nothing to do with the number 

of cases in an area or how 

well people have observed the 

lockdown.
Fort William and 

Ardnamurchan fares best of our 

mainland wards, ranking 326th 

out of 354 with a risk score of 

just 9.2. Caol and Mallaig ward 

is ranked 324th, with a risk score 

of 9.9, while Eilean a’ Cheòward 

(Skye) is ranked   312th with a 

risk score of 13.7. 

Wards in the Western Isles 

are ranked as being of similarly 

low risk, while Oban is ranked 

321st with a risk score of   10.8. 

Ranked in � rst place (worst) 

is Inverclyde North with a risk 

score of 112.7.
� e risk index and associ-

ated interactive map shows 

signi� cant di� erences between 

communities, and suggests a 

phased, geographic easing of 

lockdown should be considered 

by the Scottish Government.

Scotland’s northern rural 

regions, such as the Highlands 

and Islands, are least at risk the 

report suggests,  because despite 

their older populations with 

many vulnerable members, 

there are decreased levels of 

connectivity and geographically 

spread-out populations.

Launching the index, 

Scotianomics founding direc-

tor, Gordon MacIntyre-Kemp, 

said what was  evident is that, 

for a wide variety of reasons, 

the risks vary hugely in di� erent 

communities across Scotland. 

In terms of both the economy 

and health and wellbeing, we 

believe it makes sense to ease the 

lockdown according to those 

di� erences in risk,’ he added.

� e research was conducted 

during April and has already 

been submitted to the Scottish 

Government’s Advisory Group 

on Economic Recovery.

Currently the research does 

not factor in actual infection 

rates or fatalities in each area as 

these � gures are not yet publicly 

available with su�  cient detail.

Rather it is based on existing 

data for the 354 council wards 

and calculates each area’s risk of 

exposure according to two fac-

tors – transmission probability 

and potential for fatalities.

Mr MacIntyre-Kemp added: 

‘We want to be absolutely clear. 

It is not a map of COVID-19 

cases across Scotland but of the 

areas most at risk of community 

infection.
‘However, what it sets out very 

clearly is that the risks of trans-

mission and the likelihood of 

fatalities within particular com-

munities can be predicted with 

a high degree of con� dence.’

Lochaber at low risk of virus 

transmission, says think tank

The risks vary hugely in 

di� erent communities 

across Scotland.

by Mark Entwistle

mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Police and � re� ghters were called to an incident in Fort William on Tuesday morning 

when a Volkswagen 4x4 came o�  a muddy woodland path at the town’s Cow Hill. 

Photographer Iain Ferguson was on hand to capture the scene and the car can be seen 

on the hill behind the town’s swimming pool with its front wheels dangling precariously 

above a 15-foot drop. Police Scotland said no one was injured and enquiries were 

ongoing to ‘establish the full circumstances surrounding the incident’. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

Lockdown lunacy on Fort footpath
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Serving the west since 1861

We wish 
you a happy 
lockdown 
birthday!

Oban says 
goodbye to 
much loved 
teacher 

A heart-warming volunteer 

e� ort got under way in Oban 

last week to ensure hundreds 

of food parcels got out to those 

in need.
Nearly 350 boxes – brought 

in by lorry, packed by volun-

teers and then delivered by 

council sta�  – were distributed 

in just two days.
Dozens of vulnerable people 

living across Oban, Lorn, 

Dunbeg, Appin, Seil, Taynuilt, 

Connel and Mull, have all 

bene� ted.
� e epicentre of the oper-

ation was the Corran Halls, 

where dozens of crates of food 

had been brought in by lorry 

from Glasgow.
� e job of making up indi-

vidual parcels has fallen to 16 

local volunteers, overseen by 

Andy Spence, chief executive of 

the Bid4Oban business group. 

Argyll and Bute Council sta�  

have then helped load-up local 

authority minibuses to make 

deliveries far and wide.

� e vital supplies were deliv-

ered to people stuck indoors 

self-isolating from COVID-19 

as lockdown now enters its 

third month. Some residents 

are unable to call on relatives 

or friends while others in the 

‘shielded’ group cannot risk 

shopping trips.
As a result, Oban’s major 

entertainment venue has at 

times resembled a UN mercy 

mission.

� e main hall has been 

stacked with food crates con-

taining pasta, noodles, cereals, 

UHT milk, meatballs, jam, toi-

let tissue, tuna and biscuits, all 

topped up with bread, potatoes 

and oats from local suppliers 

keen to contribute.

Volunteers have included 

mums, students, scientists, 

shopkeepers and architects.

Among the volunteers were 

Aidan MacDougall, 25, of 

Taynuilt, on furlough from his 

day job as a joiner with Oban 

Joinery Services Ltd

‘I just wanted to do some-

thing productive with all the 

spare time that I found myself 

with and wanted to help people 

in the community,’ explained 

Aidan, carting cardboard 

boxes to and fro.
Strapping lads Ellis Hunter 

and Ally Lilley were part of 

the assembly line, as was mum 

and daughter Kate and Emily 

Hunter, all from Taynuilt.

Council tra�  c warden Juwel 

Faisal seemed only too happy 

to swap his day job for the role 

of delivery driver.

And council driver Iain 

Hibbert, who usually takes 

the elderly out on minibus day 

trips, was visibly touched by 

the reaction on doorsteps.

‘It has been very well 

received,’ said Mr Hibbert. 

‘People have shed tears of joy. 

� ey are not expecting it and 

it has given them a fantastic 

boost.
‘I feel very proud to be part of 

this and feel that the Scottish 

Government has been amaz-

ing,’ he said.
Indeed, special notes with 

each box read that the council, 

the NHS and the Scottish 

Government wanted recipients 

to know: ‘You are not alone’.

Andy Spence of Bid4Oban 

was called in to help due to his 

22 years with Homebase where 

managing logistics was all part 

of the day job.
Mr Spence said: ‘It’s a huge 

mix of people giving up their 

free time which is really 

important. We couldn’t have 

done it without them and 

I have been blown away by 

their support, enthusiasm and 

speed.’
Hand-sanitiser, gloves, face 

masks and social distancing 

were all a feature of the day.

Yet Operation Oban is just 

one cog in a much larger wheel, 

said Argyll and Bute Council.

In the last week alone, it re-

vealed that 4,000 food parcels 

had gone out across its patch, 

the second largest council ter-

ritory in the whole of Scotland.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 

leader of Argyll and Bute 

Council, said: ‘Despite such 

challenging circumstances, 

our communities have shown 

remarkable resilience coming 

together to make sure people 

are not le�  on their own.

‘We are delighted to have 

played our part in delivering 

essential food items to people 

across our communities.

‘� is massive e� ort has 

only been made possible by 

working with our partners, 

existing community groups, 

local businesses and the army 

of volunteers who help us 

every week.
Anyone who needs help 

accessing food is urged to 

contact the council’s Caring 

for People helpline on 01546 

605524, between Mon-Friday, 

9am to 5pm.
 More photographs at www.

obantimes.co.uk

Operation Oban – feeding 

the needy during COVID-19
Council driver David 

Hepburn with one of the 

food parcels delivered 

across the region last week.
by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising in the Campbeltown Courier, in print and 
online, is the most effective way to reach out and speak 
to the people of Kintyre

*Did you know?
• The Campbeltown Courier is read by over 4,000 people every week
• The Campbeltown Courier is 147 years old!
• The Campbeltown Courier has almost 4,500 Facebook followers
• The Campbeltown Courier website has seen a 60% uplift in visitors since 

this time last year.
• If you advertised every day for a month in the top 3 biggest selling national 

titles in Scotland - combined you still wouldn’t reach the number of people 
that The Campbeltown Courier reaches in Kintyre in one week

• Local media – in print and online – is the most effective combination
for driving consumer action.

• Local press is globally regarded as the most trusted source for
local news and information.  *source: Jicreg/ABC

When you are ready to rebuild and re-address your local target 
market, we will be there with low-cost advertising packages that 
include print advertising, website and social media marketing.
We have devised advertising, advertorial and digital packages that 
make it very a� ordable – we will work to every budget. We will also 
ful� l all your design needs - for free.

Get in touch with Nicky Murphy on 01631 568014 
or email nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk 
to � nd out what we can do to help your 
business’s message be heard loud and clear.

We know 
just how 
tough it 
is to be in 
business 
right now.
When your doors 
reopen and you 
are ready to start 
building on the 
promotion of your 
shops, restaurants, 
products and 
services, we will be 
right behind you.

A message 
to all local 
businesses…
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Minard found itself thrust 

into the glare of the UK media 

spotlight this week for one 

simple reason – the kindness 

of villagers.
� e Loch Fyne-side commu-

nity was highlighted as a prime 

example of people helping one 

another as part of a promotion 

for Mental Health Awareness 

Week, which has ‘kindness’ as 

its 2020 theme.
A press release from the 

Mental Health Foundation 

Scotland used Becs Barker and 

the 200 villagers of Minard as a 

case study for people ‘going out 

of their way to show kindness 

and help each other during the 

coronavirus pandemic’.

Minard folk are doing many 

things to support each other, 

from a local Facebook group, 

online quizzes and a village 

‘swap shop’ where villagers can 

stock up on essentials. And 

A volunteer Mid Argyll 

group sewing protective 

'scrubs' for health and care 

workers has been helped 

by Lochgilphead-based 

MacLeod Construction 

Limited.
No, brickies and joiners 

are not necessarily taking 

to the sewing machine.

Copying complete 

patterns for the clothing 

was a problem. That was 

until the company kindly 

o� ered the use of their 

large-scale printers more 

used to churning out 

construction plans.

by Colin Cameron

editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Minard kindness in UK 

mental health spotlight
there is a daily walk round 

the village which goes past 

the houses of everyone who 

is shielding to give them all a 

friendly wave.
Results of a Mental Health 

Foundation Scotland survey 

suggest almost three quarters 

of Scottish adults say it is 

important we learn from the 

coronavirus pandemic to be 

more kind as a society.

More than six in 10 Scottish 

adults also say being kind to 

others has a positive impact on 

their mental health.

Director of the Mental 

Health Foundation Scotland 

Lee Kni� on said: ‘We need to 

challenge the idea kindness 

has no relevance to govern-

ment and public policy. We 

have a once-in-a-generation 

opportunity to re-imagine a 

kinder society.’
But, as one of hundreds of 

communities in Scotland 

banding together during 

the coronavirus crisis, why 

was Minard selected? Becs 

explained: ‘I am friends with 

Chris White who works for 

Mental Health Foundation 

Scotland and he asked if 

he could share our Minard 

story to illustrate kindness in 

action.’ She added: ‘� e ac-

tivity in Minard, like in many 

other places, began before 

lockdown with a desire to look 

out for those shielding and 

others unable to leave home. 

We’ve helped each other with 

messages, prescriptions and 

other collections from town. 

We have volunteers linking 

in with Cindy and David at 

Furnace Stores who are doing 

an amazing job keeping every-

one in supplies. A mention 

too for Quarry View Garden 

Centre which has helped drive 

a village passion for gardening 

with their deliveries and 

cheery service.
‘� ere isn’t a committee but 

a few nudges and suggestions 

have got everyone motivated.’

Left to right: John McKellar, Stephen Mccormick and Greig 

MacLeod printing more patterns on Tuesday. 

MacLeod 
Construction 
‘sew’ generous 

for stitchers

Campbeltown’s mountain 

biking community is warning 

people about the potentially 

disastrous outcomes from 

what they believe to be the 

‘deliberate sabotaging’ of trails 

on Beinn Ghuilean.

Over the last few weeks vari-

ous bikers – adhering to social 

distancing guidelines – have 

discovered obstacles, such as 

tree branches, which appear to 

have been deliberately placed 

across several trails on the hill.

� e cyclists, who have decades 

of mountain biking experience 

between them, say they have 

never seen anything as serious 

or potentially life-threatening 

as the incidents of the last few 

weeks, the most recent of which 

was discovered on Wednesday.

� ey have also witnessed 

people who appear to be break-

ing social distancing rules by 

heading up Beinn Ghuilean in 

groups, as well as an increase in 

the amount of rubbish le�  on 

the hill. � e bikers say they are 

unsure if the incidents are re-

lated but they do coincide with 

an increase in the number of 

people visiting the landmark.

Simon Freeman, who 

has mountain biked in 

Campbeltown for many years, 

said: ‘Beinn Ghuilean has been 

a hive of daily exercise activity 

over the last few weeks and I’m 

sure that a walk or bike ride up 

there has eased the stress and 

anxieties of lockdown for many 

people. 
‘� e issue of trail sabotage 

has unfortunately reared its 

ugly head once again, with logs 

and branches being placed over 

bike trails in a direct attempt to 

cause mountain bikers to crash 

and injure themselves.

‘� e people who do this 

need to know how serious the 

consequences of their actions 

could be. How would they feel 

if somebody hit their obstacle, 

landed awkwardly and was 

paralysed or even killed?

‘� ere has been an in� ux of 

new riders using the trails over 

these last few weeks, including 

a lot of youngsters. It is fantas-

tic to see these young people 

keen to get outside and learn 

to ride more con� dently, and 

we really enjoy encouraging 

them and helping them to get 

the most from the great facility 

they have on their doorstep.

‘How would the saboteurs 

feel if it was one of these 

children that was seriously 

injured because of their act of 

vandalism?’
Andy Hunt, Forest and 

Land Scotland’s west region 

manager, said: ‘Given the 

COVID-19 lockdown, the 

majority of forest operations 

and inspections have been 

suspended in line with current 

Scottish Government guidance 

as the work is not regarded as 

essential.
‘We were not aware that 

any vandalism had occurred 

but it is clear that anti-social 

behaviour of this sort causes 

nuisance and harm, and we 

would urge anyone with any 

knowledge of these incidents 

to contact the local police.

‘Anti-social behaviour of 

this kind is likely to endanger 

other people and may require 

the attention of the emergency 

services who are essential in 

providing critical care to the 

most vulnerable during this 

pandemic.
‘We would urge everyone to 

follow the NHS and Scottish 

Government guidance 

and to behave responsibly. 

Additionally, this remains a 

live site for timber haulage 

so we would respectfully ask 

that all members of the public 

comply with the warning signs 

erected for their safety.’

A Police Scotland spokesper-

son told the Courier that police 

are aware of the incidents on 

Beinn Ghuilean and are inves-

tigating, adding: ‘Extra patrols 

will be undertaken in the area. 

If anyone has any further 

information please contact us 

on 101.’
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Health and care sta�  from Campbeltown, including 

Jenny Dosser, Anne-Marie Harper and Alice McCallum, 

care assistants at Lorne Campbell Court who can be 

seen in this photograph, have had an injection of 

colour into their working wardrobe thanks to a group 

of volunteers making scrubs in Mid Argyll. Turn to page 

two for full story.

Carers scrub up well

Mountain bikers 

warn of ‘sabotage’
by Hannah O’Hanlon

editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

‘Anti-social behaviour 

of this kind is likely to 

endanger other people’



We realise that many more businesses 
would love to be open, serving locals 
and visitors alike – our deepest empa-
thy goes out to these businesses and 
we look forward to seeing their doors 
wide open when this is all over.
Please feel free to get in touch with us if 
you would like to feature your business, 
or know a business that should be 
included. Email nmurphy@obantimes.
co.uk or get in touch via our Facebook 
page on messenger.
Let’s spread the word as much  
as we can!

SUPERMARKETS & FOODHALLS

Tesco Metro 
0345 6779130 
Open 7am-10pm 
Good Friday, Easter Sunday & Easter Monday 
8am-8pm 
Social distancing measures in place 

Co-op Store 
Open Mon-Sat 7am-8pm 
Key worker exclusive access: Mon-Sat 8am-9am, 
Sun 10am-11am
Absolutely essential deliveries only.
Tel: 01586 554504 

CONVENIENCE STORES & NEWSAGENTS

County Garage 
Petrol and Diesel Esso Service Station and 
Londis Store 
Lots of supplies in-store including breakfast 
packs and �rewood 
Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm 
Sun 8am-9pm 
Contactless up to £45 
Tel: 01586 552368  
Find us on Facebook!
McKellar’s Stores Campbeltown 
Open 7am-10pm 
Plentiful stock. Social distancing measures in 
place. 
Tel: 01586 551997
Muneroy Stores
Southend
Open 7 days a week.
Whilst the tearoom is currently closed, there is 
plentiful stock in the shop for all your essential 
grocery needs.
Delivery is available - please call 01586 830 221 
to arrange

FRESH PRODUCE SUPPLIES 
AND DELIVERY 

 
Muasdale Stores 
Plentiful supplies of top quality local produce 
Open: Mon-Fri 7am-3pm, Sat 8am-3pm (check 
FP page for up to date info) 
Doors locked, but customers served at back gate 
Tel: 01583 421101 
Check FB page for up to date info 

 
Glenbarr Stores & Post O�ce 
Essential food supplies aplenty – fruit,  
veg and plants 
Can deliver locally 
Tel: 01583 421200 

Fresh Connection, Campbeltown 
Cakes, eggs, biscuits and much more including 
Easter goodies 
Lovely hampers from £15 
Call the shop on 01586 553220 (leave message 
if not around) 
Or message FB Page  
 
Argyll Bakeries 
DELIVERY DAYS
Monday - Town
Tuesday - Stewarton, Drumlemble, 
Machrihanish, SOK, Kilkenzie & Town
Wednesday--Southend area & Town
Thursday - Kilkenzie, Glenbarr, , Muasdale, 
Tayinloan & Town 
Also Stewarton, Drumlemble,  
Machrihanish & SOK.
Friday - Peninver, Torrisdale, Saddell,  
Carradale & Town 
Fresh produce and freezer ready meals. Check 
out menus on FB page. 
Tel: 01586 553635

Kintyre Larder 
Open 10am-1pm 
Deliveries Mon-Fri 
Collections Mon, Wed, Fri 
Please order ahead: 07725 994521 
Or via FB. Payment by card/bank transfer 
please
DELIVERY AREAS:
CAMPBELTOWN 
PENINVER 
MACHRIHANISH 
SOUND OF KINTYRE 
KILKENZIE
 
McIvor’s Campbeltown 
Open:  
Veg Box £10 
Fruit & Veg Box £15 
Fruit, Veg & Salad Box £20 
Add on rolls, eggs, milk, cheese etc 
Can deliver. 
Tel: 01586 552386 to order.

MacMillan Foods  
(The Fish Shop/Kintyre Smokehouse) 
Open: Tues 9am-5pm, Wed 9am-1pm, Thurs/Fri 
9am-5pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
Free local deliveries 
Fish pies, �sh, fresh eggs and more 
Delivery Thurs and Fri from Campbeltown to 
Carradale 
Also delivering for McIvor’s
Tel: 01586 552170

DJ Campbell & Son 
Dairy Produce 
Daily deliveries 
Tel: 01546 605273 
Call Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm for orders

The Wee Dairy 
Direct deliveries for milk and sweet sauces 
Sauces also via Royal Mail 
Order via FB page or 01583 505400

Kintyre Food Bank 
Campbeltown Town Hall from 10am to 12pm 
on Tuesdays and Fridays.
Anybody who is self-isolating and in need can 
contact the food bank by telephoning 07936 
034600 to arrange delivery.

Harlequin Tearoom & Gift Shop, 
Campbeltown
Soup, Cakes/Cheesecakes, Taster Boxes and 
“Wee Teas” (Mini Afternoon Teas)
Open for Takeaways: Wed – Sat from 10:30am 
- 2pm
Free Deliveries in Campbeltown: Wed – Sat 
from 2pm onwards
To pre-order for Collection or Delivery please 
call 07979911137 or message FB page

GARAGE SERVICES / RECOVERY
Campbeltown Motor Company
Servicing only - please call ahead
Tel: 01586 553200

Andrew Smith & Son
Essential repairs, please call ahead to book
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Tel: 01586 553173

Argyll Recovery
Open as an essential service providing support 
for key workers and other local residents to 
keep transport links and roads open for all.
Breakdown recovery, roadside assistance and 
haulage for loads of up to 5 tonnes.
Tel: 01586 807063 and we are also available 
24/7 on our freephone number 0800 433 2468.  

DIY AND HOME SUPPLY SERVICES
Archie Houston Electrical Services 
Domestic, Agriculture, Industry and 
Refrigeration 
Emergency call out 
Tel: 01586 552963 / 07979 383140 
  
Auchencorvie Sawmill 
All types of timber fencing, general building 
timbers, seats & benches 
Tel: 01586 551 253/ 07718 741544
 
 A W Gillies 
Fencing Contractor and Supplier 
Agricultural, Industry, Domestic & Security 
Fencing 
Tel: 07887 728406

Carradale Garden Services 
Domestic & Commercial 
Tel: 01583 431362 / 07432 158404 
 
CS Civils 
Driveways, Service installation, Digger, Dumper 
and Small plant 
Tel: 07412 624278 
  
D McNair & Son Ltd 
Fuel Merchants 
Tel: 01586 552020 
  
Graeme Waste Solutions 
Tel: 07788 233119 
  
Highland Fuels Ltd
Fuel Distributor
Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Tel: 07551 020 307

Clachan Filling Station
Fuel and essential groceries and newspapers.
Mon-Sat 8-4
Sunday 9-4
Home delivery service available on weekdays 
from Whitehouse to Tayinloan and in between!
Please phone 01880 740609 between 8 and 9 
am for delivery. 
 

VETS, PET SUPPLIES AND KENNELS 
SUPPLIES

WESTWARD VETS
Open: Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm.
Strictly by appointment only. 
Social distancing rules apply.
Video consultations available on request.
Tel: 01586 552136
westwardsvet@aol.com
JH HOOPER
Provides veterinary care for your pets
Usual opening hours – emergency care only
Tel: 01586 552427 

NARROWFIELD KENNELS
Drop o� & collection of animals will be by 
appointment only & social distancing & 
hygiene protocol will be observed.
Tel. 01586 553979
Email. narrow�eld@live.co.uk

PET SHOPS AND FARMING SUPPLIES

JIM MARTIN AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES
Phone and collect
Mon-Fri, 9am-3.30pm
Sat 9am-1pm
01586 550066
sales@jms-scotland.com 
 

CHEMIST/HEALTHCARE

Boots the Chemist 
Open: Mon–Sat 10am-12pm, 2pm-5pm 
Tel: 01586 553208

Kintyre Medical Group 
Southend Surgery 
Order repeat prescriptions on 01586 830494 
Collections only on Mon 1pm-2pm, Tues 
5pm-6pm, Thurs 3pm-4pm, Fri 12pm-1pm 

TRANSPORT & DELIVERY
The following businesses are helping with 
transporting food around Kintyre. Big thanks to 
them:
AM Transport 
MACC Business Park 
A Thomson Painters & Decorators 
West Coast Motors

Look up FB pages for more information
on local services:  
Look online at www.campbeltowncourier.co.uk, 
Kintyre Forum and Explore Campbeltown on 
Facebook.

Information correct at time of going to press.  
Check www.campbeltowncourier.co.uk/openforbusiness 
for updated information. This page will run in the 
Campbeltown Courier every week for as long as necessary 
- printed information will be updated weekly.

Featuring the businesses in Kintyre that are open and able to o�er vital products and services to our 
community during the current Covid-19 pandemic. Many of these businesses are working under extreme 

pressure to bring quality products and services to the people of Kintyre and beyond. Please remember 
to exercise caution when shopping and only shop for essential supplies. Along with our wonderful NHS 

sta� and carers, our local food, fuel, news platforms and home supply businesses are our community 
champions

OPEN FOR
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE CAMPBELTOWN COURIER:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Sponsored by 
NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. 
Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 
for your 
insurance needs

NFU Scotland has issued 
its Employment and Wages 
Survey at a time when secur-
ing the workforce needed by 
Scotland’s food and farming 
sectors has never been more 
crucial.

During the current pandem-
ic, and with the UK’s exit from 
Europe being negotiated, the 
business of policy development 
at the union must go on.

Legislators in the UK and 
Scotland are currently con-
sidering policies which will 
have a signi� cant bearing on 
the sector’s future ability to 
employ workers, both on farms 
and cro� s and further into the 
food and drink supply chain.

� e UK Migration Advisory 
Committee is advising the UK 
government on the new points-
based immigration system and 

is consulting on which occupa-
tions should be prioritised in 
the new Shortage Occupation 
List. Negotiations are ongoing 
at the Scottish Agricultural 
Wages Board, while the UK 
Low Pay Commission is con-
sulting on wage rates.

NFU Scotland is urging all 
employers to respond to its 
Employment Survey 2020. 
� e information provided will 
shape NFU Scotland’s policy 
development.

NFU Scotland president 
Andrew McCornick said: ‘� e 
COVID-19 crisis has shown 
us the real value of the people 
who work on our farms, cro� s 
and agricultural businesses.

‘At the start of the crisis we 
pledged to keep the plates and 
glasses of Scotland full. We 
have done a fantastic job in 

delivering food and drink to 
the nation, but we could not 
have done that without our 
valued workforce across the 
whole supply chain. We face 
a signi� cant economic shock 
paired with the conclusion of 
the negotiations between the 
UK and the EU on our future 
relationship, including the 
creation of a new system of 
immigration from January 1, 
2021. � ere will clearly con-
tinue to be challenges ahead 
and whether they are � nancial, 
economic or political, they will 
impact our businesses and the 
individuals we employ.

‘We urge all employers to 
complete this survey which 
will help us feed in robust 
evidence on the industry’s em-
ployment needs at this critical 
time.’

Farmers urged to complete survey

NFU Scotland president Andrew McCornick. 

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM (WITH JOINING PINS)
FROM £1,595.00 + VAT 
**Crush Gate optional extra**  £599.00

As standard our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 
one sliding gate and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will safely hold 45 fully 
grown cattle (approximately).

The system is easy to move and erect where required and can be easily modifi ed to suit 
your requirements. Also ideal for TB Testing and the cattle sliding gate gives full control of 
the livestock from outside the race and stops the race from spreading out. 

Main features:

• Made from heavy tubular steal

• All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75 m high

• A funnel is incorporated into the 
  race-way

• All hot dipped galvanised fi nish

• 3000mm (3 m) long

• 20 feet race

• 60 feet holding pen

• Includes all joining pins/stakes

• Total 200 feet of penning

Parts list:

• 10 x 3m (6 railed) Cattle Hurdles

• 12 x Joining Pins/Stakes

• 1 x Sliding Gate

FARMGATES UK
 Unbeatable value and quality on mobile cattle systems

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY £100+VAT on all orders over 

£1595 +VAT

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1450.00 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)
The system is easy to move and erect 
where required and can be easily 
modifi ed to suit your requirements
MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet 
holding pen 
£1450.00 + VAT
Comes with aN 80-feet 
holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing 
gates and all joining 
pins/stakes included. 
Our system will safely 
hold 100 fully grown 
sheep (approx.)
PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) 

sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/

stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1795.00 + VAT

Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 
20-feet race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and 
all joining pins/stakes included. Our 
system will safely hold 150 fully grown 
sheep (approx)
PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

Portable Hurdles Shown 
with Saracen Yoke Gate 
with super Scoop.

Ultimate fl exibtility you 
cannot improve upon

For more information or to place an order please send Farmgates UK Ltd a message: 
Email: farm.gates@yahoo.com or call Ronnie Finney on 07789 276354
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An additional £336,732 has 
been awarded to support 
cro� ers in some of Scotland’s 
most remote and marginal 
communities.

� e latest round of funding 
sees the number of Cro�  
House Grants awarded to 
cro� ers exceed 1,000.

� e scheme helps cro� ers 
upgrade housing or build 
new homes, allowing them to 
achieve the full potential of 
their cro� s while generating 
economic activity.

Since the scheme was 
launched in 2007, more 
than £21.2 million has been 
awarded to 1,008 families and 
individuals in rural and island 
communities.

Rural Economy Secretary 
Fergus Ewing said: ‘� is is 
an incredibly di�  cult time as 
we continue to do everything 
we can to control the coro-
navirus outbreak and protect 
communities. 

Additional funding 
to support crofters

‘Now more than ever, it is vi-
tal we support rural and island 
communities and ensure cro� -
ers can continue to contribute 
to the long-term sustainability 
of these areas.

‘I have seen � rst-hand the 
impact the Cro�  House Grant 
has had across rural Scotland 
which is why I am delighted 
to announce the number of 
successful applicants has now 
exceeded 1,000.

‘I am determined to continue 
helping people in cro� ing 

areas, which the Cro�  House 
Grant has a proven track 
record of doing.’

Yvonne White, chairwoman 
of the Scottish Cro� ing 
Federation, said: ‘We congrat-
ulate the Scottish Government 
and Rural Economy Secretary 
on reaching this signi� cant 
milestone.

‘� e Cro�  House Grant 
scheme is a recognition of the 
importance of cro� ing and 
its contribution to retaining 
population in Scotland’s most 

fragile rural areas. We look 
forward to the continuation 
of this much-needed and 
successful support scheme and 
to continuing to work with 
the Scottish Government in 
reviewing and improving it.'

Andrew McCornick, NFU 
Scotland President, said: 
‘It is a measure of the Cro�  
House Grant scheme success 
that more than 1,000 cro� ers 
have bene� ted from support 
through the scheme to date.

‘� at targeted grant support 
is vital in ensuring cro� ers can 
continue to live and work in 
fragile cro� ing communities, 
actively managing their cro�  
while in a position to unlock 
any business opportunities 
that may come their way.

‘NFUS has welcomed the 
opportunity to work with the 
Scottish Government to im-
prove the scheme to ensure it is 
directed towards those most in 
need of support.’

Rural 
Economy 
Secretary 
Fergus Ewing.

Caledonian Marts Ltd sold 
765 sheep at their � rst sale 
of dry hoggets, hoggets with 
lambs at foot in conjunction 
with all classes of ewes with 
lambs at foot on Wednesday 
May 20.

Top price of the day went 
to R McNee Ltd, Woodend, 
Armadale, for a pen of Texel 
hoggets with single lambs 
fetching a � nal bid at £204.

Dry hoggets sold to a 
top of £130 for Texels from 
R Graham & Son, Airthrey 
Kerse, Bridge of Allan.

Ewes with lambs at foot 
sold to £198 for Texel X ewes 
with twin lambs from A D 
Kinnimonth, Kinnighallen, 
Aberfeldy.

Top price per life went to R 
Sibbald, Thorn, Dollar at £75 
for Texel X ewes.

Leading prices:  Hoggets 
with single lambs:  Mule: 
£200 Woodend;  Texel: 
£192 Woodend;  Mule: £188 
Gibblaston;  Texel: £184 Back 
O Hill.

Hoggets with twin 
lambs:  Mule: £198 
Gibblaston;  Texel: £195 
Back O Hill. Gimmers with 
twin lambs: Mule: £190 
Innieshewan Farms; Texel: 
£188 Innieshewan Farms; 
Mule: £187 Leskine.

Ewes with twin 
lambs:  Bleu Du Maine: £194 

Kinnighallen;  Texel: £192 
Kinnighallen;  Cross: £180 
Thorn; Mule: £180 Mill of 
Arodoch.

Ewes with single 
lambs:  Texel: £145 
Kinnighallen;  Cross: £140 
Kinnighallen;  Continental: 
£135 Thorn;  Continental 
X: £130 Inch;  Cheviot: £127 
Findatie;  Su� olk X: £120 
Lochnell; Blackface: £100 
Lochnell.

Dry hoggets:  Mule: £118 
Middlepart;  Texel X Cheviot: 
£85 Astel;  Texel X Cheviot: 
£82 Knock (Isle of Mull).

Also forward were 21 calves 
and stirks.

All classes of calves and 
stirks sold well to a large 
ringside of buyers with many 
going home empty handed. 
Many more calves could be 
sold to sellers' advantage.

Stirks sold to £620 for a 
12-month-old Aberdeen 
Angus heifer from A 
Mckenzie & Partners, 
Ardgate, Gartocharn.

Calves sold to £270 for 
a Fleckvieh cross bullock 
from J Rennie, Tarbert Farm, 
Isle of Gigha. Other leading 
prices: Stirks: Limousin: £460 
(twice) Ardgate.

Calves: Bullocks: Shorthorn: 
£200, £190, £180 
Tarbert.  Heifers:  Shorthorn: 
£230, £210 Tarbert.

Around the markets

www.caledonian-marts.com

STIRLING AUCTION CENTRE
Tel:  01786 450922            Fax:  01786 473332

Tuesdays
Weekly sale of prime hoggets, lambs and sale of cast ewes.

Thursdays
Weekly sale of prime cattle, young bulls and OTM Cattle.

Monday 1st June
Fortnightly sale of store cattle, young bulls also Native bred cattle. 

Wednesday 3rd June
Sale of Store Hoggets, Breeding Sheep to include Ewes & Hoggets 

with Lambs at foot.
Also sale of Young Calves & Stirks.

Further Details on any of the above sales and upto date trends 
please contact

Alastair Logan 07713 342514
Oliver Shearman 07730 046252

James Scott 07444 836360
Callum Buchanan 07542 917531

View our Market Reports on our website and facebook.

SHEEP CLIPPING
All � ock sizes

Contact  Graeme McCulloch
0777 1605758

email 
graeme.mcculloch2411@gmail.com



It is with a heavy heart that the 
organisers of the Silverstone 
Classic announce that this 
summer’s fl agship three-day 
festival – originally scheduled 
for the weekend of July 31 to 
the August 2 – has sadly been 
cancelled.

As the world’s biggest classic 
motor racing festival, the mas-
sive event always attracts unri-
valled grids, many thousands 
of classic car owners and more 
than 100,000 visitors, many 
of whom camp out at Silver-
stone. The nature and scale of 
the event make running it in a 
safe, socially-distanced man-
ner a huge challenge in the cur-
rent situation; and the event’s 
much-loved family festival 
ethos also means that running 
the event behind closed doors 
is not a feasible option. This 
summer, the pioneering Classic 
had massive plans to celebrate 
its milestone 30th birthday 
with a special ‘greatest hits’ 

racecard but organisers have 
indicated that they will carry 
forward these celebrations to 
the 2021 event.

‘Following the latest Govern-
ment advice, coupled with oth-
er scheduling changes at Sil-
verstone, we have reached the 
inevitable conclusion that we 
will need to cancel this year’s 
event,’ said an enormously dis-
appointed Nick Wigley, CEO 
of Classic organiser Goose 
Live Events. 

‘Given the current circum-
stances and the unclear outlook 
on timescales, staging a post-
poned event – which was our 
original back-up plan – isn’t 
something we can plan for with 
any degree of certainty if we 
are to deliver the style of Clas-
sic that we all know and love.

‘I can’t tell you how sad this 
news makes me feel. For the 
last 12 years it has been my 
life’s focus to build the Classic 
into the most amazing family- 

friendly classic racing festival, 
the biggest and many people 
think the best in the world, but 
our priority at all times is the 
safety and wellbeing of those 
attending our events – as well 

as our own team – and we 
know that Classic fans will un-
derstand why this step has been 
necessary.

‘As an independent events 
company passionate about 

what we do, we are so proud to 
have developed the Silverstone 
Classic into an internationally 
renowned historic motorsport 
festival enjoyed across gener-
ations of car enthusiasts, fam-

ilies, racing drivers and petrol-
heads. In times of diffi  culty, 
communities tend to come 
together and we’re incredibly 
grateful for everyone’s con-
tinued support. It means a lot. 
The passion of those com-
ing through our gates is what 
makes the event the success 
that it has become and we are 
now already looking forward 
to celebrating our delayed 30th 
anniversary with everyone 
next year instead.’

The record numbers who 
have already purchased Su-
per Early Bird and Early Bird 
tickets will be off ered the op-
tion either of rolling over their 
tickets to the 2021 event or re-
questing a full refund.

All ticket holders will be con-
tacted in June with details of 
the next steps. 

As ever all the latest infor-
mation can be found at www.
silverstoneclassic.com. 

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
PRESS RELEASE

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans 
and motor homes, 
campers etc, high 

mileage, MOT 
failures or damp, all 

considered, any make 
or model, will travel. 

Cancellation of the 2020 
Silverstone Classic 

M: 07885 203020
Email: 

gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of  4x4’s, motor 
homes and caravanettes. 
Cash waiting. Any age or 

condition.  
We also buy water damaged 

or in need of repair. 
Also all types of touring 

caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

T: 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 
4 vehicles, Landrovers, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etcand all 4 x 
4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures, High Mileage. 
etc considered. Best prices paid. 

Will collect.

WANTED

Campbeltown Courier
Friday 29 May 202020 MOTORS  
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MUSIC & SOUND RECORDING

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials 
to the public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of 
the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In 
the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheri�  Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for 
any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made 
where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be noti� ed to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circum-
stances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full 
refund of any price paid to the Publisher 
for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publica-
tion of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication 
in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily 
basis from the due date until the bill 
is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as 
an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the 
right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for 
the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered 
as a newspaper at the Post O�  ce. 
http://termsandconditions.wyvexme-
dia.co.uk

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION GARDEN SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

CLASSIFIEDSWest Coast
ROOFING SERVICES

METALS WANTED

PERSONAL NOTICE

Hugh and Bertha Newlands 
would like to thank everyone 

who phoned, sent cards, fl owers, 
hampers and baking on the occasion 

of their diamond wedding. 
Many thanks for thinking of us at 

this diffi cult time.

NANCY MACPHERSON
 HAPPY 95TH 

BIRTHDAY 
ON 29TH MAY

HOPE TO SEE YOU AS SOON AS 
LOCKDOWN IS LIFTED

LOVE FROM ALL THE FAMILY AT 
HOME AND AWAY XXX

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS 
AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/00663/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 

and installation of sewage 
treatment plant

Land 350M South Of 
Inverneill Farm Ormsary Road 
Inverneill Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications 
or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, Kilmory 
Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter 
of representation the Council receives is considered a public document 
and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list 
of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers 
are requested to use electronic communication where possible during 
the coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process 
postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

H 
P
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1344932 Argyll Bute plan x73        10:25  Fri, 22 May 2020

RECRUITMENT
North Argyll House

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Currently recruiting for: 

Senior Carer - £10.88 per hour
Nursing qualification or SVQ level 3 in 

Health and Social Care essential.

Care Assistant from £9.18
Experience not essential as training will be given.

Full and part-time permanent positions. 
Good pay and conditions.  

Paid breaks and pension scheme.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

A former Carradale postmistress may be in her 
100th year but she’s not quite 100 yet.

� at is not what kind-hearted Carradale mum 
Fiona Lavery-Jones was led to believe. Fiona got 
word the day before that Margaret McBride was 
due to celebrate her birthday on May 16 – and 
was told it was her 100th.

Fiona and her children, Joshua, Jacob and 
F� on, quickly got to work ordering a last minute 
cake from Argyll Bakeries and creating a hand-
drawn 100th birthday banner – before � nding 
out Margaret was turning 99.

Fiona explained: ‘I work for Shopper-Aide and 
one of my phone buddies, Pat Laud, was upset 
she couldn’t celebrate her friend Margaret’s 
birthday. I asked if I could help and she asked 
if I could get Margaret a cake. A� er ringing 
around, Argyll Bakeries o� ered to help which 
was great news as I only had a day to organise.

‘Me and the children got busy and made a 
banner, blew up balloons and wrote Margaret 
a card from the village. � e only problem was 
Pat thought Margaret was turning 100. I had 
everything ready to go and found out she was 
actually 99! With a bit of tweaking I � xed the 
cake and changed the banner.’

Fiona and the children took the altered gi� s 
round to Margaret’s garden on the morning of 
her special day and sang happy birthday from a 
distance. Margaret wasn’t able to come outside 
to collect her gi� s but her brother took them to 
her. Happy birthday, Margaret.

Christians will be celebrating Pentecost 
this Sunday.

But every church I know will be closed 
and the buildings will be empty.

We await guidelines from the national 
church to give some directions about 
coming out of lockdown and when we can 
open our churches.

I started thinking about lockdown and 
realised that whatever the future holds for 
us as individuals and as a church, the Holy 
Spirit will never be in lockdown. � e Spirit 
is anything but in lockdown. 

� e Spirit is breathing new life into 
Christ’s church and the signs of new 
growth are amazing.

Many folk despaired at the thought of 
their church closed and mourned, the fact 
they could not gather together on a Sunday 
for worship.

Now literally hundreds of people all 
over the country are tuning into online 
worship.

People who don’t come to traditional 
church and people, who for whatever 
reason, have dri� ed from church, are part 
of an online congregation. 

� ere has been a huge interest in online 
prayers and biblical re� ections. 

� e Holy Spirit is not in lockdown.
At presbytery, we will be thinking, pray-

ing and discussing what the church of the 
future might look like, because the Holy 
Spirit is on the move – not in lockdown.

� ere is excitement, enthusiasm, trust 
and vision that God is leading his people 
on to new challenges. � e Holy Spirit is not 
in lockdown.

I love this quote from Joshtrom Isaac 
Kureethadam: ‘Our common home is also 
God’s own house, permeated by the Spirit 
of God from the dawn of creation, where 
the Son of God pitched his tent in the 
supreme event of the incarnation.’

� e Holy Spirit is among us, within us 
and moving in Christ’s church.

A year early with birthday wishes
Former Carradale 
postmistress     
not quite 100 yet

Above: Fiona 
Lavery-Jones and 
her children F� on, 
Joshua and Jacob 
with the amended 
banner.

Left:  The birthday 
cake before 
and after it was 
altered to show 
Margaret’s true 
age. 



CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

There will be no 
services in the church 
building until further 

notice.
Rev Rodger Crooks will 

record the service for 
this Sunday and it will be 
available on our website 

(see below) and on 
YouTube. 

Please contact us if you 
require help or would like 
someone to talk to or pray 

with you.
Rev Rodger Crooks  

01586 554589 
www.campbeltownfree-

church.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: 

SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

We invite you to join us 
for our weekly online 
service available from 

10:30 each Sunday 
morning,

on our Facebook page 
and website

Pastor Mark Jasper
01586 554 092

pastor@campbeltown-
communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322
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SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

75 Longrow, 
Campbeltown

Regular messages and 
devotionals will be 

recorded and available 
on: www.springbank-

church.org.uk
Meetings will not take 

place until further notice.
Pastor Steve Davies

01586 551200
SC014646

ST KIERAN RC 
CHURCH

St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
stkieransrc.org
Holy Mass on 

weekdays 9.30 am via 
Facebook - https://

www.facebook.com/
campbeltownrcchurch
or Zoom (Meeting ID: 

659 378 7274)
Sundays at 10.00 am
All public masses 
suspended for the 
foreseeable future
Anyone requiring 

pastoral care or help 
please contact 
Father Tony

(SC002876)

HIGHLAND PARISH 
CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Serving Campbeltown 
Highland, Carradale and 

Southend Parishes

Charity Number:SC002493
Ministers: 

Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
During the Lockdown 

recorded Sunday worship 
is available on our website 

www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

All services and group 
meetings are currently 

cancelled due to the 
coronavirus outbreak

If we can be of any 
assistance to anyone 

during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046

Major Ruth Russell
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO09359

CHURCH NOTICES 
ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH 
KNAPDALE
PARISHES

“When the Counsellor 
comes . . .”

(John 15:26)
Refl ection are available

at the gates
of the churches

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

DAILY WORSHIP
@ChristChurch
Lochgilphead

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S RC 
CHURCH

Church building closed 
and all masses suspend-
ed until further notice 
For the most up to date 
information visit our 

website: www.lochgilp-
headcatholic.com or our 

Facebook page.
lochgilphead@

rcdai.org.uk 
Fr Ronald Campbell

01546 602380
(SCO002876)

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings 
are closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you 

informed & 
provide opportunities for 

worship on-line
Please look it up & keep 

in touch
www.northknapdale.org

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

Interest in bread making has 
risen during lockdown.
At � rst it was because loaves had 
disappeared from supermarket 
shelves as panic buying set in. Flour 
then became scarce as we took to 
baking our own to replace that 
staple foodstu� .

Even with � our mills working 
� at out to meet demand, it is hard 
to � nd that sought a� er, essential 
ingredient weeks a� er loaves 
reappeared in plentiful supply. We 
have discovered or rediscovered the 
delights of baking. 

Recipes circulate on social media 
to tempt us, and with more time on 
our hands, lockdown has been the 
ideal opportunity to practice this 
culinary skill – if you can � nd � our.

Bread was an essential food for 
previous generations. Families 
would have starved without it. 
It was cheap and it � lled hungry 
tummies, but perhaps we thought 
it was something we could live 
without – until there was none.

In the slower pace of the ‘new nor-

mal’, as we have reconnected with 
baking our own bread, we have 
rediscovered just how essential 
bread is. Dipping carrot stick ‘sol-
diers’ into your boiled egg would 
just not be the same. We have also 
rediscovered how satisfying bread 
is – to make as well as to eat. 

� ere is something deeply 
rewarding about combining the 
ingredients, and guiding the dough 
through the di� erent stages until 
the delightful smell of freshly baked 
bread � lls the house. Arguably, 
nothing compares with fresh, 
warm, home-baked bread. Baking 
our own satis� es all our senses. 

� ere is a strong connection be-
tween Jesus and bread. Bethlehem, 
where he was born means ‘house 
of bread’. He taught us to pray 
that God would give us our daily 
bread. He used bread accompanied 
by � sh to feed a crowd of over � ve 
thousand people. When he wanted 
to explain the meaning of his death 
and how he would die in our place, 
bearing the punishment we de-

served, he took bread, broke it and 
said, ‘� is is my body which is for 
you.’ To show that he was physically 
alive a� er his death, Jesus shared a 
breakfast of bread and � sh with his 
disciples on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee.

Most signi� cantly, Jesus calls 
himself ‘the Bread of Life’. By doing 
so, he is announcing that, like 
bread, he is essential. It is Jesus who 
can deal with the issues facing us 
at this time as no-one else can. � e 
health and economic consequences 
of the pandemic make us anxious 
and worried. Jesus can give us 
peace because he is in control of 
everything. � e fear of death is very 
real. Jesus has conquered death so 
he can remove that fear. Lockdown 
leaves many isolated and lonely. 
� rough his death, Jesus has dealt 
with the distancing between us and 
God so that we can experience his 
presence with us. 

My wife likes to bake. � e bread 
looks amazing and smells delight-
ful. What do I do? Look at it? No, I 

eat it. So good. So satisfying. 
Jesus, the Bread of Life, is satis-

fying, but simply looking is not 
enough. To experience how he 
satis� es, we must trust in him, and 
in him alone, every day. ‘I am the 
Bread of Life,’ Jesus said, ‘All who 
come to me will never go hungry.’ 
(John 6:35)

Baking bread at home was 
around long before this pandemic. 
We just seem to have reconnected 
with it now. Jesus, the Bread of life, 
has also been around long before 
this pandemic. Now is the time to 
reconnect with him. 

Dr Rodger Crooks 
(Campbeltown Free Church)

Reconnecting with baking bread 
… Reconnecting with the Bread of Life.

DEATHS
ALLAN - Suddenly 
but peacefully at the 
Campbeltown Hospital, 
on May 23, 2020, Jean 
Kelly Allan, in her 82nd 
year, 68 Davaar Avenue, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved wife of the late 
Robert Galbraith Allan 
(Bert) much loved mum 
of William, Marie, Robert 
and the late Iain and lov-
ing nan of Jamie, Chanel, 
Mark, Leigh, Rebecca, 
Paul and Julian. Funeral 
service private in line 
with current government 
guidelines.

MACALISTER HALL 
- Suddenly on May 12, 
2020, Calum Stuart 
MacAlister Hall, in his 
74th year, dearly beloved 
dad of Jen, Martin and 
Tristan, loving grandad of 
James, Drew, Melody and 
Emmylou, much loved 
brother of Carol, Trisha 
and the late Donald and 
a much loved uncle. 
Funeral service private in 
line with current govern-
ment guidelines.

PRYDE - Peacefully at 
Orchard House Care 
Home, Carluke on 
Wednesday, May 20, 
2020, Margaret McMillan 
Pryde, née Docherty, 
aged 94 years. Wife of 
the Captain Jack Pryde, 
a loving aunt, great-aunt 
and great-great-aunt of 
the family. Sadly missed.

WYLIE - Peacefully 
at Highbrake House, 
Clitheroe on May 24, 
2020, David Ferguson 
Wylie, in his 87th year, 
dearly beloved husband 
of the late May, dear 
brother and uncle.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BLACK - Catherine, 
Andrew, Lorna and 
John wish to express 
their heartfelt gratitude 
to family, friends, col-
leagues, neighbours, and 
church congregations 
across Kintyre and fur-
ther a� eld, for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following the loss of 
Robert, and to the com-
munity of Campbeltown 
for their overwhelming 
tribute to Robert on the 
day of his funeral. We 
sincerely thank sta�  at 
Campbeltown hospital 
for responding swi� ly 
and compassionately 
to Robert when he 
became unwell. We are 
grateful to the ICU sta�  
at the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital who 
cared for Robert with 
unwavering skill and 
dedication. � anks also 
to Kenneth and Rhys 
Blair, funeral directors, 
for their professionalism 
and sensitivity at this 
di�  cult time. Sincere 
thanks too to Calum 
Lawson and colleagues 
from Campbeltown 
ambulance station, and 
stations throughout 
Scotland, for their 
supportive tributes to 
Robert. Robert was a 
good friend to many, 
re� ected in the wide-
spread tributes received 
from people in the town 
he loved, which has sup-
ported and upli� ed us 
more than words can say.

MACVICAR - � e fam-
ily of the late Margaret 
(Nurse) MacVicar 
would like to thank 
all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
many kind expressions 
of sympathy, � owers, 
cards and phone calls 
received following their 
recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to all the sta�  at 
Ardfenaig Residential 
Home, Ardrishaig for 
the outstanding care and 
compassion shown to 
Margaret and the family 
over the last four years. 
Our thanks also to Rev. 
David Carruthers for 
a personal service and 
tribute to Margaret; 
to Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for 
their caring and e�  cient 
services; to Morna for 
beautiful � oral tributes 
and also to Argyll & Bute 
Council gravediggers 
for their assistance. For 
those unable to attend 
due to the current re-
strictions on funerals, 
your kind wishes and 
thoughts at this time are 
a constant support to the 
family. 

MCDONALD - Margaret 
and family of the late 
George would like to 
express our heartfelt 
thanks to all family 
and friends for cards, 
� owers and phone calls 
received. Special thanks 
to Dr Lazarus, Dr 
McGovern, Jamie O May, 
and Community nurses 
Jackie, � eresa and all 
at Carers Direct. Also 
thanks to Rev William 
Crossan and Kenneth 
Blair and family for their 
help and professionalism. 
Finally we would like to 
thank everyone who paid 
their respects to George 
on his � nal journey which 
was a great comfort to us.

MEMORIAMS
LAIDLAW COFFIELD - 
May 30, 2000.
Missed every day
- Martin and family.
MCCUMMISKEY - In 
loving memory of Mary, 
who died on May 29, 
2019. A much loved mum, 
gran and wife of the late 
Harry. Sadly missed. In 
our thoughts every day. 
- Lorna, John, Diane and 
all the family. Xxxx
MITCHELL - In loving 
memory of a beloved son, 
brother and uncle Robert, 
tragically killed, June 1, 
1987, age 16.
To think we did not say 
goodbye
Will always bring regret
But hearts that always 
loved
Never will forget
- Mum, Stephen, Andrew, 
Paul and family.
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Promoted as champions of the 
SAFL’s second tier in 1998/99, 
the Pupils began the new mil-
lennium in spectacular fash-
ion, producing a tremendous 
run of form in the � nal weeks 
of the season to win what was 
then Scottish amateur foot-
ball’s toughest league.

Proudly for the Pupils, it was 
also the � rst time an Argyll 
team had won the trophy.

Campbell, who still leads 
the squad home and away and 
maintains the club’s Kintyre 
Park pitch and pavilion, re-
called: ‘We came up as Premier 
One winners and had a very 
good squad, all living and 
working in Campbeltown, as 
well as Alex Johnstone from 
Tarbert, who now lives in 
Australia. We knew the SAFL 
Premier was a really tough 
division, with teams like St 
Patrick’s from Dumbarton, 
who had an aura of invincibili-
ty about them at that time hav-
ing won the SAFL, the Scottish 
Cup and West of Scotland 
Cup multiple times in the late 
1990s. To � nish above them 
would be a big statement.’

By May 2000, a � ve-way � ght 
for the title emerged between 
the Pupils, Inverclyde power-
houses Gourock Athletic and 
Greenock HSFP, fellow Argyll 
side Oban Saints and St Pat’s.

It was the latter who dented 
the Pupils’ league hopes when, 
with only six games to go, 

Manager recounts 
premier title win
they claimed a 3-2 victory in 
Campbeltown, meaning the 
home favourites would have 
to win all their remaining 
matches to win the title.

Campbell explained: ‘We 
never really believed we could 
win � ve out of � ve a� er the St 
Pat’s defeat. � ey celebrated 
hard a� er the game because 
they had almost won the 
league.’

� e next weekend’s travels 
put momentum back into the 
Pupils’ faint title aspirations  
when they secured a 6-3 win 
at Duncanrig. Fixture conges-

tion meant the Pupils faced a 
frantic schedule of four league 
games in 12 days, starting with 
a midweek journey to play 
league favourites St Pat’s. A 
win for the hosts would have 
all but sealed the league title. 
However, Pupils’ number nine 
Andy Robertson had other 
ideas, scoring the decisive goal 
in a 1-0 win to tip the league 
balance in the Pupils’ favour.

Another superb result away 
to Greenock HSFP followed 
less than 72 hours later, 
although Campbell admits 
there was a little fortune in-

volved. He explained: ‘Duncan 
McAulay missed a penalty in 
the � rst half, but the referee 
made him retake it. He scored 
second time around and 
although Greenock equalised, 
Gary McMillan, another for-
mer player who emigrated to 
Australia, scored our winner.’

� e win set the Pupils up per-
fectly for the next Saturday’s 
league match at home which 
they won 4-0 against relegated 
Busby. But the routine home 
victory fuelled a day of un-
expected celebration for the 
squad and their tech-laden 

ga� er. Campbell said: ‘I was 
the only person in the team 
who had a mobile phone, 
through my job in the council. 
I phoned a contact in Oban 
who said Saints had lost at 
home to Pollok. � en I learned 
Greenock had been beaten by 
Rolls Royce EK.

‘We couldn’t believe it - we’d 
won the league with a game 
to spare. � ere was great cele-
bration. We all had a brilliant 
night and a big day on the 
Sunday, too.’

� e Pupils’ � nal match of the 
season away to Oban Saints 

became a title party rather 
than a league decider.

� e only problem? � e 
match was on the Monday 
night a� er a weekend of team 
celebrations. 

Campbell said: ‘� e players 
were not fresh, understandably, 
but we played really well and 
won 2-0 at Moss� eld Stadium. 
It was a fantastic night. Davie 
Buchanan and the Saints com-
mittee welcomed us back to 
the rugby clubhouse a� er the 
game. We did a tour of Oban 
before we headed home – in 
case anyone in Oban didn’t 
know we were the champions!

‘Peter Stogdale of the White 
Hart Hotel, a great sponsor, 
kept the bar open for us when 
we arrived home.’

Re� ecting on the success, the 
manager believes this squad’s 
achievement is up there with 
the town’s greatest. 

He added: ‘Players and fans 
from every generation will 
have their opinions, but I feel 
it’s the town’s best footballing 
achievement in modern times. 
We won what was then the best 
amateur league in Scotland.

‘� e nucleus of this squad 
was a penalty shoot-out away 
from a Scottish Cup quar-
ter-� nal the following season 
and we had four players, Andy 
Robertson, Paul McWhirter, 
Alan Sinclair and Duncan 
McAulay, start the inter-league 
SAFL trophy � nal.’

Duncan was inducted to 
the SAFL’s inaugural Hall of 
Fame in 2013, while Norman 
� omson, a stalwart of the 
1999/00 season, is now part of 
the Pupils’ management team.

by John McCallum
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Campbeltown Pupils were 
crowned Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier 
Division (SAFL) champions 
for the � rst time in 2000. 
This week, their long-serv-
ing manager Campbell 
Robertson told the 
Campbeltown Courier how 
they achieved it.

Campbeltown Pupils’ squad 1999/2000, back row, from left: Alex Johnstone, Calum MacMillan, Gary McMillan, Craig Colville, 
Charles Robertson, Neil McKay, Stanley Irwin, Neil Brown, Andy Robertson, James Robertson and Paul McWhirter. Front: 
Ronnie Brown, Ian Galbraith, Norman Thomson, Campbell Robertson, manager, Duncan McAulay,  player/coach, Darren 
McGillivray, David Sinclair and Alan Sinclair. 

TWENTY YEARS AGO: CAMPBELTOWN PUPILS MILLENNIUM BUZZ

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, 
Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community




