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It was back to school this 
week for pupils across Arran 
a� er almost � ve months away 
from classes.

All schools and early years 
centres on the island reopened 
to pupils on Wednesday, with 
some youngsters starting 
lessons for the � rst time.

� ere was a real feeling of 
things getting back to nor-
mal with children and their 
parents on the streets of the 
villages this week and school 
buses darting to and fro.

However, as the schools 
return, education chiefs in 
North Ayrshire say everyone 
must remember that the virus 
has not gone away, despite the 
fact that there continues to be 
no new cases on Arran. � ere 
are increased hygiene meas-
ures across all schools and 
early years centres, including 
hand sanitiser throughout 
the premises and more hand-
washing encouraged.

Children at Arran’s seven 
primary schools do not need 
to physically distance, but 
teachers will try to limit 
interactions between groups 
where possible. Older pupils 

at Arran High School are be-
ing encouraged to maintain 
distancing where possible.

Face masks will only have to 
be worn by sta�  who cannot 
e� ectively social distance, 
however, anyone who wishes 
to wear one will be allowed to 
do so.

School buses are treated as 

part of the school building, 
so normal distancing or face 
covering rules do not apply to 
pupils, but they will have to 
sanitise their hands prior to 
boarding.

� ere was a relaxed atmos-
phere at Lamlash Primary 
School on Wednesday, where 
the Banner was invited to see 

pupils returning. All of the 
children seemed happy to be 
back at school and so were the 
parents. Even the new prima-
ry 1 starts seemed pleased to 
see their new surroundings.

� e children were welcomed 
by the Arran Campus acting 
headteacher Mrs Susan 
Foster who said: ‘It is just 

great to see everyone back.’ 
Councillor John Bell, cabinet 
member for education at 
North Ayrshire Council, 
said: ‘Life is not going back to 
normal yet but we are pleased 
to have our young people 
back to school. Our aim is to 

help the children re-adjust 
to school life, support their 
wellbeing and have a clear 
focus on learning.

‘We fully understand we 
must not be complacent - the 
safety and wellbeing of our 
young people, teachers and 
sta�  is our main priority. 
Together we must continue to 
focus on keeping virus trans-
missions levels low. We ask 
parents and carers not to send 
their child to school if they 
have Covid-19 symptoms.’

For more photographs, turn 
to page two.

Back to school at last

Above, these boys catch up on the new multi-coloured wall. 01_B33school06; top right, acting 
head Mrs Foster welcomes pupils back to school. 01_B33school09; and below right, these two 
primary 1s youngsters go into school for the � rst time. 01_B33school03
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ARRAN’S ONLY LOCAL ESTATE AGENCY

 

For your safety, please make an 
appointment by calling 01770 302310 

 CHECK OUR WEBSITE
FOR NEW PROPERTIES

New Build Homes  ‐ Kinloch Court, Blackwaterfoot      John Thomson Construction Ltd

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk | 01770 600 242 | 

HOUSE BUILDING | CONSTRUCTION | HAULAGE | AGGREGATES | PLANT HIRE

WE’RE OPEN…  
Main Office: Mon ‐ Fri 8am – 5pm

Building Materials & Petrol Station: Mon – Fri 8am – 4.30pm  

Social distancing requirements apply. 
Card payments and orders accepted by phone.

Call us for a competitive quote for: 
Aggregates (incl. chips, stone, gravel & sand)
Ready Mix Concrete
Skip Hire
Haulage & Operated Plant Hire
Timber & Building Materials

Also available at JTC in Lamlash:
Petrol & Diesel Station 

Building Materials & Supplies  
Timber Workshop 

Lamlash Motor Garage  ONLY ONE REMAINING

01770 302310 sales@arranestateagents.co.uk

ARRAN’S ONLY LOCAL ESTATE AGENCY

LYNNHURST
SHISKINE

3 BED FAMILY BUNGALOW
OFFERS OVER £248,000
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Smiling and ready to get 
back to classes. 01_B33school04; 
Lewis Duncan couldn’t wait 
to start school for the �rst 
time. 01_B33school02; Mrs Foster 
chats to some of the new 
starts. 01_B33school08; Pupils 
arriving back at Lamlash pri-
mary school on Wednesday. 
01_B33school01; Enjoying the 
new playground at Lamlash 
primary. 01_B33school05; The 
primary 1s go into school 
for the �rst time. 01_B33school10; 
Fun to be with friends again. 
01_B33school07 

Back to school at last

WE ARE RECRUITING 
FOR THE 

FOLLOWING POSITIONS

FOOD & BEVERAGE ASSISTANT

KITCHEN PORTER

PART TIME NIGHT PORTER
(3 NIGHTS)

Great rates of pay and a 
happy team of people 

KITCHEN PORTER &
F&B ASSISTANT CAN BE 
PART TIME OR FULL TIME

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH
Please call on 
01770 302968

or email with a CV direct to 
craig@thedouglashotel.co.uk
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Arran ferry goes into dry dock

� e new Arran ferry, the MV 
Glen Sannox, was moved 
earlier this week to dry dock 
in Greenock to undergo a 
planned schedule of remedial 
work including the replace-
ment of the bulbous bow 
which has plagued the project 
from the start.

� e Glen Sannox is the � rst 
of two dual-fuel vessels being 
built at Ferguson Marine 
in Port Glasgow and the 
dry dock period is a major 
step in Ferguson’s revised 
programme to complete the 
two public sector vessels, 
since it was taken into public 
ownership by the Scottish 
Government.

� e vessel requires a re-
mediation package of work 
to be carried out at Dales 
Marine Services dry dock , at 
a cost of £400,000, including 
replacement of the bulbous 

bow, paint repair, removal 
of marine growth from the 
vessel hull, and other work.

� e repairs and rework were 
identi� ed during the review 
of the condition of the two 

dual-fuel vessels, conducted 
a� er the shipyard went into 
administration in August 
2019, and are included in the 
programme review board re-
port published in December 

2019.
� at document, which is 

now in the public domain, 
gave a timetable of works 
which would have seen the 
MV Glen Sannox � nished 

and delivered to CMAL by 
the end of 2020. However, the 
pandemic has obviously now 
set that date into 2022 but no 
revised date has been set.

� e vessel is more than 
three years late and the cost 
of the original contract for 
the two ferries has risen to 
from£98m to around £230m.

A CMAL spokeswoman 
said: ‘� e shipyard is re-
viewing what impact the 
coronavirus lockdown will 
have had and any updates will 
be published in due course.’

Tim Hair, turnaround 
director at Ferguson Marine 
(Port Glasgow) Ltd, said: 
‘� is is a key milestone in 

the recovery programme for 
the dual-fuel vessels.   Some 
work has been carried out 
on MV Glen Sannox at the 
shipyard, but the dry dock 
period is important because 
it will bring the vessel up to a 
condition that will allow us to 
move forward in earnest with 
the vessel completion plan.

‘It is also another clear sign 
of recovery for the shipyard 
business and comes only 
weeks a� er the launch of a 
steel barge for a customer in 
the o� shore oil and marine 
sector.

‘Obviously, the Covid-19 
pandemic lockdown has 
impacted activity at the 
shipyard, but our workforce 
has been returning to outdoor 
working since the end of June 
and we are operating e� ec-
tively with social distancing 
controls in place.’

MV Glen Sannox is sched-
uled to return to the Ferguson 
shipyard at the end of August.

Remedial work gets under way on dual-fuel vessel for island
The MV Glen Sannox 
arriving at Dales Marine 
Services dry dock at 
Greenock on Monday. 
Photograph: Gibson Digital 2020.
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Local residents in Brodick say 
non-stop tra�  c to and from a 
building site is making their 
lives a misery.

Construction is now well 
under way to build 34 council 
houses at Brathwic Terrace in 
Brodick, the � rst in 30 years by 
North Ayrshire Council.

However since construction 
work was allowed to resume 
construction tra�  c has been 
coming and going every day, 
including Saturdays, and well 
into the early evening, despite 
a pledge it would be limited 
to just two days and during 
school hours.

� ere is just one way into 
the site at the top end of 
Springbank via the narrow 
and twisting Brathwic Place 
and Brathwic Terrace which 
is lined with housing. Earlier 
calls for a construction road 
to be built to the site were 
rejected.

One of the biggest nuisance 
is the dumper trucks which 
ply gravel and rock to the site 
every day from Market Road. 
As one resident said: ‘I really 
don’t know where they are 
putting it all but on some days 
it is non-stop.’

Another complaint involves 
the ‘mess’ which has been 
made to an access road at the 
site leading to three chalets 
by the laying of underground 
pipes and also of ‘incessant 

noise’ from the site. (See letters 
page) � e way into a popular 
walk for dog owners has also 
been blocked.

And despite an earlier 
pledge from the council that: 
‘Construction � rm Ashleigh 
(Scotland) Ltd will endeavour 
to ensure minimal disruption 
for surrounding residents,’ few 
say this is happening.

� e council say there will be 
a gradual increase in labour, 
plant and materials being 
delivered to the site as works 
progress, with the initial 
works comprising earthworks, 
new road construction and the 
‘SUDS’ features.

A spokesman for North 
Ayrshire Council said: ‘We 

are in regular communication 
with the developers Ashleigh 
(Scotland) Ltd and are content 
that all procedures are being 
followed correctly and care 
is being taken to minimise 
disruption.

‘It was agreed that larger 
deliveries would be restricted 
to Tuesdays and/or � ursdays. 
Any sizeable deliveries outwith 
those days would be stored at 
the terminal, and transported 
to the site in accordance with 
the agreed restrictions. � is 
does not, however, extend to 
more general deliveries or 
movement of materials as this 
would cause disruption to the 
ongoing works.

‘While we are unaware of any 

signi� cant issues in relation to 
noise or mess, both ourselves 
and Ashleigh will continue to 
monitor this.

‘In the meantime, we apol-
ogise if any inconvenience is 
being felt by local residents 
– any large development such 
as this will undoubtedly bring 
some level of disruption and 
while every e� ort is being 
made to ensure this is kept to 
a minimum, we believe the 
delivery of much-needed new 
homes on Arran will be well 
worth it.’

� e 34 new homes will be 
the � rst council houses built 
on Arran in decades and will 
provide some much-sought-
a� er modern, a� ordable, 

energy-e�  cient homes.
� e £6.5m project, sup-

ported by £2.38m of Scottish 
Government grant, will 
provide amenity bungalows, 
general needs houses and 
homes suitable for wheelchair 
users.

Parking restrictions will be 
put in place every Tuesday 
and � ursday to allow site de-
liveries. Cones will be placed 
on a� ected streets to signify 
when parking is restricted and 
removed when residents are 
free to park again.

Residents’ anger at Brodick 
construction site disruption

The ‘mess’ caused at the entrance to the chalets. 01_B33housing03

Diggers at work at the Brathwic Terrace site. 01_B33housing02

The  construction site 
at the centre of the row. 
01_B33housing01

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089     Telephone 01770 302636

Web site:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk      email:  info@arranmuseum.co.uk
Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., and visit 
the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s Schoolroom, the 

Blacksmith’s Forge, and lots more.
Archives and Genealogy service by appointment, 

Wednesdays only.
Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area.

Gift Shop. Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

WELCOME BACK
TO THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

(With social distancing and other restrictions)



Face
coverings

Avoid
crowded
places

Clean
your hands

regularly

Two metre
distance

Self isolate and
book a test if you
have symptoms

For more information go to mygov.scot/shielding
#WeAreScotland

The advice for people shielding has changed. You should now follow the same advice as everyone else in Scotland.

Coming out of shielding? 
Here’s how to stay safe.

Up to 8 people from 2 other 
households indoors
Up to 15 people from 4 
other households outdoors

Stay safe by...

• Staying outdoors or opening windows if inside
•  Meeting people from no more than 4 other households a day 
• Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser often
•  Keeping hard surfaces clean and avoiding touching the same 

surfaces as others
• Bringing your own food, plates and cutlery if eating together
• Not eating from the same bowl as others

Seeing friends 
and family

Can go into shops, indoor 
markets and pharmacies
Take a face covering unless 
you are exempt

• Avoiding queues by choosing quieter times
• Reducing the number of trips with one big shop
•  Putting on your face covering before wiping down the handles of 
your trolley or basket

•  Using self-scan or self-checkout, so it’s just you touching the items
• Considering using contactless payment
•  Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser as soon as you 
can afterwards

Going
shopping

• Choosing quieter times or sitting in quiet areas
•  Staying outside if you can and sitting in an outdoor area
• Avoiding going into 1 metre zones
• Sitting facing away from people outwith your group
•  Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser before eating
• Considering using contactless payment

Eating and 
drinking

• Avoiding queues by booking in advance if you can
• Choosing times that are more likely to be quiet
• Avoiding going into 1 metre zones
•  Avoiding touching hard surfaces and using a hand sanitiser if you do
• Choosing businesses with enhanced hygiene measures

Leisure
venues

Admit
One

• Trying to avoid touching your face
• Washing or disposing of your face covering after using
• Taking a bag with you to put used tissues into
• Taking a hand sanitiser and using it regularly
• Avoiding anyone with symptoms

• Booking tickets in advance if you can
• Choosing times that are more likely to be quiet
• Putting on your face covering before you get on
•  Avoiding touching hard surfaces and using a hand sanitiser if you 

touch rails or handles
• Sitting near an open window if you can
•  Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser as soon as you get off

Public
transport

Face
coverings

Avoid
crowded
places

Clean
your hands

regularly

Two metre
distance

Self isolate and
book a test if you
have symptoms

Face
coverings

Avoid
crowded
places

Clean
your hands

regularly

Two metre
distance

Self isolate and
book a test if you
have symptoms

General
hygiene

Can go to restaurants, cafes, 
bars and pubs
May need to leave contact 
details for Test and Protect

Stay safe by...

Can use public transport
including taxis
Take a face covering 
unless you are exempt

Stay safe by...

Stay safe by...

Can visit museums, 
libraries, cinemas etc.
Can attend hairdressers
and barbers

Stay safe by...

Do not go outside if you 
have any of the coronavirus 
symptoms
Call 111 and book a test

Stay safe by...
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

Thought for the week

At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair 
and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes happen from time to time. If you 
think we have made a signi� cant mistake and you wish to discuss this 
with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three 
methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve 
your issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. However, if 
you are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter, by emailing: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although these details can be withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, should also be included. Anonymous letters 
will not be considered.  Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if they 
have a name, full address and phone number.

PRESSPOLICY

CONTACTUS
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, 
KA27 8AJ.
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor: Hugh Boag: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter: Colin Smeeton:
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising: Cecilia Paul: 
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head o�  ce: Wyvex Media, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB.

SUBSCRIBE
www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscriptions

Capturing the moment
Sir,
� is seemed like the perfect tonic ‘photograph’  
(pictured above) to share with the Arran Banner 
for summer 2020. Taken on the pier at Corrie – a 
genuine photograph, no editing – it captures the 
moment perfectly. Taken on Sunday August 2 at 
approximately 8.15pm. 
Yours, Johanna Wright, Bishop’s Stortford.

Construction site mess
Sir,
We had never expected or been advised of the 
work and mess involved in the construction 
of the access road leading up to the Brathwick 
housing development at the junction to the 
three chalets at Springbank.

Our impression was a new road would be 
required to enlarge the access. At no time was 
any indication given of the mess that would 
be created by the laying of underground pipes 
a� ecting access to the chalets and surrounding 
houses in Brathwick, let alone the incessant 
noise created.

We have no gripe with the workers on the site, 
who have been as accommodating as they could 
be. Our hope at the end of all this is that we will 
have some compensation in the way of improve-
ments to the surrounding properties and to the 
driveway leading to the chalets.

Yours, Sandy McIlwham, Brodick.

ALL lives matter
Sir,
It was refreshing to read the balanced view in 
Marylin Woods’s letter, Arran Banner July 24.

I was on the BBC News website recently and no-
ticed an article written by a Nigerian journalist. 
In it, she describes how her great grandfather – a 
well-respected businessman – was a slave trader 
in Nigeria during the 19th century. In addition 
to the internal market, slaves were also sold 
to European traders at the coast for transport 
to  America. In 1884, Nigeria became a British 
colony, however, despite attempts by the British 
over many years, it took until the 1950s before 
the slave trade ceased. As the journalist stated, 
it was the only life the Nigerians knew and they 
should not be judged by present standards or 
values. Today people are still being treated as 
slaves, in all but name, in many countries. Also 
TV adverts, shown daily, depict the su� ering in 
refugee camps, famine, even lack of drinking 
water and now, the virus. Rather than dwelling 
on the past, surely it would be better to highlight 
present day human su� ering. ALL lives matter.

Yours, Robin Gardner, Lamlash and Milton 
of Campsie.

Church masks puzzle
Sir,
I am puzzled by the Scottish Government 
decision to make it mandatory to wear a mask 

in church. I appreciate that in large cities where 
risks are high this may be arguable, but in these 
same cities people are drinking in public houses 
and eating in restaurants without masks and 
the vast majority of outbreaks are now traced to 
pubs.

On Arran, where there has been no case for 
more than three months, it seems ridiculous 
worshippers should be wearing masks while, 
down the road, people will be enjoying a pint 
in the pub with no protection except social 
distancing. 

As a retired GP, I think this is nonsense.
Yours, John Cruickshank, Whiting Bay.

 

Remarkable work
Life went back to a fair bit like normal for 
many people when the schools returned 
this week.

And with shops, bars, restaurants, and 
hotels all open, and tourists returned to 
our holiday island in droves, as well as the 
sun shining, everything just seems that 
little bit brighter.

But make no mistake Arran has a long 
and di�  cult road to recovery yet.

So it is heartening to know that a group 
of forward-looking individuals, who are 
collectively the Arran Recovery Group, 
have just produced their latest blueprint 
to get the Arran economy not just back on 
track but booming again.

For some bedtime reading – and Arran 
Recovery and Beyond dra�  report is on 
their website should you wish to do the 
same – I read all 68 pages and it outlines 
clearly what they believe Arran needs to 
do now, next year, and in the months and 
years ahead.

It is a remarkable work and while the 
whole group was involved in creating the 
plan,   some folks did a little more than 
others. And while they may not be seeking 
special recognition, we think Jude King, 
Sheila Gilmour, Ruth Betley, and Vicki 
Yuill deserve a special mention anyway. 
Not to mention Tom Tracey, who as chair-
man has the di�  cult job of juggling the 
triple priorities of the group – community, 
environment, and economy.

� ere is no magic wand, but with the 
careful cohesive and forward-looking 
planning, borne out of an ongoing com-
mitment of consultation with the people 
of Arran, we are certain the island has a 
bright future to look forward to again.

‘Much is required from the person to 
whom much is given; much more is 
required from the person to whom much 
more is given.’ Luke 12:48

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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� e Scottish Government’s 
free seasonal � u vaccine 
programme is set to be ex-
tended to protect those most 
at risk during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

� ose who will become 
eligible for the vaccine will 
be social care workers, people 
aged 55 years and over, and 
household members of those 
who are shielding.

� e programme may also 
be extended to those aged be-
tween 50-54 if there is enough 
supplies.

� e vaccine will still be 
available to those aged 65 and 
over, those with underlying 
health conditions, pregnant 
women, children aged two 
to � ve years, primary school 
children, health care workers 
and unpaid carers.

Health secretary Jeane 
Freeman said: ‘� e seasonal � u 
vaccination programme helps 
to protect the most vulnerable 
and alleviate pressure on the 
NHS. � is will be more impor-
tant than ever this year, in light 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

‘� at’s why this � u season, 
we are extending free eligibil-

ity to social care workers who 
provide direct care, household 
members of individuals who 
are shielding, all those aged 55 
and over, and those aged 50-54 
if vaccine supplies allow.

‘We want to reassure those 
who may now feel anxious 
about leaving home to get 
vaccinated. Getting the sea-
sonal � u vaccine, especially 
when you have free eligibility, 
is one of the ways that you 
can support the NHS whilst 
protecting yourself and others 
this winter.

‘If you think you are eligible 
for the vaccine, please visit 
NHS Inform, and if you re-
ceive a letter inviting you to 
get a vaccine, please follow the 
instructions.’ 

Flu jab access expanded 
to include most at risk

� e � rst ever Arran Pride 
event will take place in 
Brodick in May next year.

Pride parades are outdoor 
events celebrating lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, 
non-binary, and queer 
(LGBTQ) social and self ac-
ceptance, achievements, legal 
rights, and pride.

� e inaugural Arran Pride 
will be a fun, family celebra-
tion with a parade followed 
by games, entertainment, 
and stalls at the Ormidale 
Park to be held on May 29, 
2021.

A committee has been set 
up to organise the event 
which received a cheque for 
£250 from the Brodick Co-
op this week to support the 
event.  

Look out for more news of 

exciting partnerships and 
fundraising activities start-
ing with a pop-up event with 
‘� e French Fox’ @ � e PHT 

on November 7 for which 
ra�  e prizes are welcomed.

If you, your business or 
organisation are interested in 

volunteering/supporting the 
Pride event, contact Michael 
Gettins via Arran Pride on 
Facebook or phone 601313.

First Arran Pride 
event next year

Manager 
Liz McLean 
and Stewart 
Dunsmuir from 
the Brodick 
Co-op present 
a cheque 
for £250 
to Michael 
Gettins, 
interim lead, 
with LGBT 
allies Sian 
Mary Hughes, 
Pure UK � nalist 
2021, and 
Cally Hughes. 
01_B33pride01

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

HARBOURS ACT 1964 (AS AMENDED)
THE PROPOSED ARDROSSAN HARBOUR REVISION ORDER 2020
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A HARBOUR REVISION ORDER
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT Ardrossan Harbour Company Limited (“the Company”), as the statutory harbour authority
for Ardrossan Harbour (“the Harbour”), has applied to the Scottish Ministers for a harbour revision order (“the Order”)
under section 14 of the Harbours Act 1964 (“the 1964 Act”).
The Order would repeal sections of historic legislation and confer the power to grant leases on the Company.
No works are proposed.
No land is proposed for compulsory acquisition and there are no proposals to extinguish or divert any public right of way
over a footpath or bridleway.
The application does not relate to a project which falls within Annex I or II to Council Directive 2011/92/EU on the
assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (“the Directive”) not being a construction
of a port installation.  Accordingly, no environmental statement is required.
Paragraph 16 of Schedule 3 to the 1964 Act (which relates to information on a project which is likely to have significant
effects on the environment in any other European Economic Area Member State) does not apply to the application.
You are encouraged to view the draft Order free of charge by downloading it from the following websites:
https://www.peelports.com/marine-information?port=ardrossan
http://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/ardrossanharbour
We are required by law to provide at least one physical deposit location for viewing the draft Order, and details of this are
set out below.  However given the current COVID-19 pandemic (‘coronavirus’), and the Government's guidance and in
the interests of health and safety, we strongly encourage you to use the alternative methods of viewing documents that we
have provided, as described above.  A copy of the draft Order may be collected, free of charge through a call, click and
collect service, until the expiry of the forty-two day period referred to below at the following locations and times—

A copy of the draft Order may be collected by appointment only, free of charge, until the expiry of the forty-two day period
referred to below at the following location and times—

Any person requiring further information concerning the proposed Order should apply in writing for that information either
to the Company or to BDB Pitmans LLP, quoting reference “Ardrossan Harbour Revision Order”.
Any person wishing to make an objection or representation to the Scottish Ministers concerning the application should
write to Karl Zaczek, Ports Policy Co-ordinator, Ports and Harbours Branch, Transport Scotland, Area 2D North, Victoria
Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ or email harbourorders@transport.gov.scot within forty-two days from the date at the foot of
this notice quoting “The Proposed Ardrossan Harbour Revision Order 2020”, stating the grounds of their objection or
representation and giving an address to which correspondence relating to the objection or representation may be sent.
All objections or representations made, including personal information provided to Scottish Ministers, will be shared with
the Company who may contact you to discuss your concerns.  Names and the text of any objections or representations
may also be published on Transport Scotland’s website due to Freedom of Information requirements.  If you wish to discuss
any issues relating to the use of your personal data please contact Karl Zaczek at the address set out above.
If an objection is duly made to the application and not withdrawn then the Scottish Ministers may, before making their
decision, (i) cause an inquiry to be held, or (ii) give to the objector an opportunity of appearing before and being heard by
a person appointed by them.
BDB PITMANS LLP
Solicitors and Parliamentary Agents acting on behalf of
Ardrossan Harbour Company Limited
One Bartholomew Close, London EC1A 7BL
12 August 2020

Location Opening Times

Brodick Library
Main Street, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8DL

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday:
10.00am to 1.00pm
(Contact telephone: (01770) 302835)

Saltcoats Library
Springvale Place, Saltcoats, KA21 5LS

Monday to Friday:
10.00am to 1.00pm
(Contact telephone: (01294) 469546)

Location Opening Times

Ardrossan Harbour Company Limited
16 Robertson Street, Glasgow, G2 8DS

Monday to Friday: 9.00am to 5.00pm
(Contact telephone: 0141 241 8547)
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Popular Brodick bar and 
bistro Cro�ers Arran has 
re-opened its doors, while 
its newly-launched sister 
business, Cro�ers Larder, is 
serving takeaway versions of 
the restaurant meals custom-
ers know and love.

Formerly known as Cro�ers, 
the family-run bistro has been 
rebranded as Cro�ers Arran 
and is serving customers its 

Two young hikers who got 
into di�culties at the north 
end of the island were rescued 
by Arran lifeboat crew last 
weekend.

Shortly a�er lunchtime on 
Saturday August 8, Arran 
RNLI was tasked to assist the 
police and Coastguard look for 
the pair who were carrying two 
bikes and camping gear. �e 
terrain had proved harder than 
expected and they became 
exhausted.

�e casualties, a man and 
a woman in their 20s, were 
found by police at Ossian’s 
Cave near Laggan Cottage 
with the only means of safe 
rescue by sea. �e RNLI crew 
took the boat ashore and re-
trieved the casualties and their 
equipment. Both were tired but 
otherwise unharmed.

Helm Dave Nicholson, said: 
‘�ese situations show the 
importance of being properly 
prepared and the versatility 
of our lifeboat and crew. �e 
casualties were able to call for 
help and we were able to access 
a rocky and treacherous coast-
line to take them to safety.’

Hikers are 
rescued by 
lifeboat

Delicious �sh and chips with a homemade tartar sauce. Ealana safely serving up plates of food to diners. 

A delicious combination
Crofters Arran reopens and introduces sister business 

customary selection of tasty 
home-cooked food made with 
fresh local ingredients.

‘We’re delighted to welcome 
people through our doors 
again,’ said Ealána Boyle, 
general manager of Cro�ers 
Arran. ‘We have had to change 
the way we operate, but we are 
making sure customers enjoy 
the familiar Cro�ers experi-
ence of high-quality food and 

drink served with authentic 
Arran hospitality.’

During the lockdown, 
Ealána decided to add a retail 
food production element 
to the Cro�ers brand and 
launched Cro�ers Larder.

‘We took the time to totally 
rethink our business. We 
launched a new venture 
called Cro�ers Larder, which 
provides the food element of 
Cro�ers Arran and operates 
a takeaway business so that 
customers can enjoy restau-
rant meals at home. Cro�ers 
Larder is also developing a 
range of artisan larder staples 
made with seasonal and for-
aged ingredients from Arran 
and the surrounding region.’

Reservations are essential 
at Cro�ers Arran as a result 
of ongoing restrictions. 
Cro�ers Larder is o�ering 
the full menu for take away 
daily from noon. For further 
information, to book a table 
or order take away please visit 
www.cro�ersarran.com

 
 
 

Authentic Scottish hospitality. Friendly, family-run 
bar & bistro on the sea front in Brodick, serving 

quality food & drink from Crofters Larder.

Traditional & contemporary acoustic music from 
talented local, Scottish and international artists. 

Bringing concerts and live-streaming performances 
to a global online audience.

Once-in-a-lifetime trips aboard a small tall ship, 
exploring the stunning, sheltered waters of the 
Firth of Clyde. Subtlely blending the very best  
of Crofters food, drink, music and hospitality.

Following the tradition of fresh, seasonal & 
sustainable farm-to-table food from Arran and the 

Firth of Clyde. Restaurant meals to eat at home and 
artisan larder staples to purchase direct and online.

Exp�iences to n�rish  
body and s�l

WWW.CROFTERSARRAN.COM
SHORE ROAD, BRODICK, ISLE OF ARRAN KA27 8AJ. TEL: 01770 302 579
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A commercial trawler ran 
aground last week, well within 
the boundaries of the Arran 
South Marine Protected Area 
(MPA).

� e Ayr-registered � shing 
vessel Auriga AR147 ran 
aground just south of Dunnan, 
2.5km south of the northern 
MPA boundary.

� e incident happened in 
the early hours of � ursday 
August 6. � e � shing vessel 
ran ashore around the high 
water mark at 2am and, as the 

Fishing boat runs aground in MPA
tide ebbed, the boat grounded.

� ere is no evidence the 
vessel was � shing prior to 
running aground.

A HM Coastguard team was 
alerted and Arran lifeboat was 
launched but was initially una-
ble to help. However, by noon 
tide conditions had improved 
and the crew made their way to 
the casualty vessel.

Another trawler, the Bon 
Ami, arrived and the crew 
helped by transferring tow 

lines between the two vessels.
It took three attempts to get 

her o�  the rocks and on the 
second attempt the tow line 
parted under the strain. � e 
third attempt brought success, 
however, and the Bon Ami 
towed the Auriga o�  the rocks 
at high tide.

Upon checking the Auriga 
hadn’t sustained damage, the 
lifeboat was stood down and 
headed back to Lamlash.

Enquiries by the Marine 
Coastguard Agency and 
Marine Scotland Compliance 
are under way.

A Scottish Government 
spokesman said: ‘Marine 
Scotland is aware of the vessel 
grounding on Arran last week. 

‘Compliance o�  cers closely 
monitor Marine Protected 
Areas and no breaches are 
believed to have taken place.

‘Fishing vessels are allowed 
to transit through South Arran 
MPA without breaching any of 
the regulations.’

 

The lifeboat approaches the 
stricken vessel. The boat stranded on the rocks. 

The lifeboat closes in on the stranded Auriga. 
Left: The Auriga is pulled o�  
the rocks by the Bon Ami. 

Blackwaterfoot Garage
Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8ES

01770 860 277
blackwaterfoot@btconnect.com

BLACKWATERFOOT GARAGE 
are pleased to be able to off er 

class 4 MOTS and repairs in our 
temporary workshop located on 

Auchrannie Road in Brodick. 

All enquiries to our Blackwaterfoot Offi  ce.

Please note there is no walk in facility at Brodick. 

Blackwaterfoot Filling Station & Offi  ce open 
08:30 -17:30 Mon – Fri & 09:00 – 17:00 Sat.

Card payments only
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Arran plots out its path to economic recovery
Immediate government 
support is needed if Arran is 
to � nd a way out of the Covid 
crisis.

� at is one of the main 
� ndings in the latest Arran 
Recovery and Beyond blue-
print, aimed at getting the 
island economy moving again 
and containing a wide-ranging 
array of proposals and plans, 
not just for recovery, but for 
future prosperity.

But the island urgently needs 
government help. � at in-
cludes funds for an integrated 
health and social care hub, to 
extend the island furlough 
scheme, other measures to 
prevent redundancies, and 
ongoing business support. � e 
island also needs contingency 
funds in the event of reinstated 
restrictions and lockdown.

In addition, the Arran 
Recovery Group would also 
like to see an Islands Director 
role created and funded, with 
responsibility for all areas 
of council interest and the 

implementation of the Islands 
Bill. � e post holder would 
probably work across Arran 
and Cumbrae. A regional food 
coordinator is also desired, as 
is the creation of a regional 
climate action hub on Arran.

In his preamble to the latest 
68-page dra�  report, chairman 
Tom Tracey states: ‘Covid-19 

has changed many aspects of 
life on Arran. As an island, 
our recovery will be di� erent 
from the mainland. � e period 
of crisis has highlighted a 
multitude of critical areas that 
need to be addressed to enable 
e� ective solutions.’

To determine the way forward 
the Arran Recovery Group 
was formed, comprising of a 
multi-agency forum: Health 
and Social Care Partnership, 
Community Council, 
VisitArran, Auchrannie, 
Taste of Arran, Arran Eco 
Savvy, Arran Development 
Trust, NAC Support, local 
councillors, Arran Schools, 
Arran Community Voluntary 
Service, Arran Ferry 
Committee, Highlands & 
Islands Enterprise, and Arran 
Economic Group; collectively 
working with community 
stakeholders to develop a 
recovery plan.

� e aim of the recovery 
strategy is not to give priority 
to speci� c agendas, but to 

better understand how they 
all correlate and complement 
each other and in turn, embed 
them into the new normal 
which will see Arran emerge 
from the Covid-19 crisis as a 
leader in a safe, responsible, 
and sustainable recovery.

A key part of developing this 
strategy has been to establish 
how we, as islanders, felt about 
Arran and coming out of the 
crisis.

As such, we carried out the 
biggest piece of Arran-based 
research ever undertaken 
on the island, resulting in 
900 responses over a � ve day 
period at the end of May.   
Surveys were available online, 
and hard copies placed in 
local food shops and at the 
Community Hub. � e results 
have informed the plan and 
recovery actions progressed. 
� e plan aims to balance the 
three strands of island life: 
community, environment and 
economy through each stage 
of recovery, underpinned 

by the Scottish Government 
Route Map and local HSCP 
guidance.

Arran Recovery Group 
(ARG) does not have oper-
ational responsibility, and 
neither does it have any 
policy-making duties. Rather, 
what we have been doing is 
reaching out to get a feel for 
what is concerning people as 
we come out of lockdown. We 
did this by bringing together 
representatives from existing 
Arran groups to hear about 
the work that each group is 
doing and to ensure that there 
is a coordinated approach in 
moving forward. It is up to 
each individual group, as con-
stituted, to implement their 
plans. � e implementation 
plans will need to include 
appropriate consultation of the 
relevant communities that the 
group is established to serve. 
� erefore, the dra�  blueprint, 
Arran Recovery and Beyond, 
is an amalgamation of the 
work that each group is already 

engaged in. � e plan brings 
these workstreams together, 
highlighting the concerns 
and opportunities raised in 
the Arran survey, and other 
community engagements. � e 
constituent groups that are 
responsible for the work will 
take things forward based on 
their timetable.

Getting collective input from 
all the various representative 
bodies has been invaluable in 
getting to where we are now. 
In some respects, the initial 
emergency work of the ARG is 
coming to an end as we move 
from the crisis phase into the 
recovery phase. � ere will be a 
role for a formally constituted 
body to coordinate the longer-
term projects to ensure an 
e� ective plan for the island. 
� e objective is to achieve a 
balance across community, en-
vironment, and economy, with 
the individual groups making 
an adjustment to maintain bal-
ance or prioritising issues as a 
single body when the issue im-

Arran Recovery Group 
chairman Tom Tracey.
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Arran plots out its path to economic recovery
pacts everyone. We are working 
on the governance of the group 
going forward, and there will be 
separate engagement on this.

In conclusion, Arran Recovery 
and Beyond is an amalgam 
of workstreams, current and 
future, that Arran groups are 
working on, presented in one 
place and in one format for 
a better understanding. � is 
should provide Arran with the 
basis of recovering from the 
current crisis and start the work 
necessary to prepare for Arran 
2030.

Arran as a whole has stayed 
strong through this period of 
turmoil and credit and thanks 
to all. Special thanks should 
be given to our health service, 
the volunteers, businesses, and 
every local for their strength, 
tenacity, and resilience through 
this time. What do we need 
to achieve within the medi-
um-term and long-term aims of 
the plan? ARG has worked with 
the community and key stake-
holder organisations to develop 

the recovery plan but in order to 
deliver it, continued widespread 
support from all is essential.

With Arran’s array of organi-
sations and businesses sharing 
the goal of Arran recovering 
and thriving, now is the time 
to pull together to achieve this 
plan. � ank you for your sup-
port so far in making Arran’s 
recovery safe, responsible, and 
sustainable.

An Arran Recovery Group 
community engagement event 
will be held online via Zoom 
on Wednesday August 26 at 
5.30pm. To register and submit 
questions in advance please 
email or call nikki.thom@arran 
cvs.org.uk or call 01770 600611.

If you have any queries or a 
request further information 
from the group please email: ar-
ranrecoverygroup@gmail.com

Is the sun shining through 
the trees at Sannox the � rst 
sign of recovery?
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Charity cash 
up for grabs
Island charities and good 
causes impacted by Covid-19 
are being urged to apply for up 
to £20,000 – but there is less 
than a week to apply.

Organisations can apply 
to Postcode Neighbourhood 
Trust for grants between £500 
and £20,000 from now until 
Wednesday August 19, when 
applications will close.

� e funding is available 
thanks to players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery.

Groups looking to increase 
their resilience, adapt or 
expand their services as a 
result of the pandemic should 
apply. Funding will support a 
variety of activities, including 
covering core costs.

Interested applicants should 
make use of the short funding 
guide and eligibility quiz to 
ensure they are eligible to be 
considered.

Laura Chow, head of 
charities at People’s Postcode 
Lottery, said: ‘� ere will be 
challenging times ahead so I’m 
delighted players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery can support 
these organisations. Up to 
£4 million will be awarded, 
so I encourage small, local 
charities to make sure they 
apply by August 19.’

Planning permission is being 
sought for a new glamping pod 
site near Brodick.

� e proposal is for three 
handmade timber glamping 
pods with hot-tubs, paths, 
landscaping and a parking/
turning area at � e Sheilin, 
south Corriegills.

� e pods, manufactured and 
supplied by MiPod, would be 
� nished in faux slate in pewter 
grey and heritage grey with 
a timber � nish to gable and 
front elevation.

According to the design 
statement, submitted to North 
Ayrshire Council planning 
department, the proposed 
glamping site would provide 
subtle and discreet countryside 
accommodation for tourists 
visiting the island’s attractions 
on short breaks and weekend 
stays.

� e site, which has been un-
der the operator’s ownership 
since 1969, has a site area of 
approximately 966m2, about 
two � � hs of the greater owner-
ship site boundary. Prior to the 
purchase of the overall site, � e 
Sheilin was run as a country 
hotel and has been operating 

commercially on and o�  for 
many years as a tearoom, B&B 
and self-catering business.

� e land intended for the 
pod glamping site was previ-
ously granted outline planning 
permission for a one and a half 
story permanent dwelling in 
September 1989. 

� e consent was reinstated 
in February 1994 a� er it had 
expired. At present the land is 
a large grassy � eld, bordered 
by a road on the south west 
boundary with existing 
hedgerow.

� e statement adds: ‘� e 
pods will o� er contemporary 

accommodation to Arran’s 
tourists. � e proposed site 
will be on a tranquil green 
area. Glamping installations 
require minimal ground 
works and harmful construc-
tion practices. � rough use of 
ground screws to mount pods, 
concrete may not be required 
at all. 

‘We therefore believe pods 
provide an ecologically viable 
accommodation solution, suit-
ed to the area. At present there 
are no sites on Arran o� ering 
this kind of accommodation, 
therefore we feel the site would 
be contributing a positive al-
ternative for visitors to Arran.

‘Luxury glamping is gaining 
popularity throughout the 
UK, with standards and guest 
expectations on the rise. It 
is intended this site will be 
amongst the best available.’

� e application is under con-
sideration by North Ayrshire 
Council planning o�  cials.

Glamping pods plan 
for south Corriegills

A digital 
impression 
of how the 
site would 
look. 

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

£

£
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Arran’s community public 
toilets have secured a £5,000 
grant which has allowed them 
to safely reopen and provided 
with equipment and supplies, 
despite the ongoing pandemic.

Many areas of Scotland have 
been blighted with problems 
as tourism numbers increased 
post lockdown and public 
toilets remained closed. � is is 
not the case on Arran where all 
11 volunteer run toilets around 
the island have been successful 
in an application, agreed with 
the North Ayrshire Council, to 
the Towns & BIDs Resilience 
and Recovery fund.

As an added bonus, and 
much needed top up to the 
£5,000 grant, NAC have kindly 
almost doubled the contribu-
tion adding another £4,000 
to the pot, which has been 
very gratefully received by all 
participants.

Joao Goncalves, development 
worker at Arran Community 
and Voluntary Service (ACVS) 
said: ‘� e success of this bid is 
not down to any one individu-
al, each and every participant 
is to be credited for their 
contribution and professional 
conduct throughout various 
discussions where di� ering 

opinions about how the money 
should be spent could have led 
to frustration.

‘� e idea itself came from 
conversations via a ‘Health 
Check’ type of approach 
undertaken by Arran CVS 
with various groups during 
the lockdown period, with 
many raising this as a matter 
of concern for recovery and 
vital to community and tour-
ism. Local toilets are run and 
managed by volunteer groups 
and there is a need to ensure 
no one is put at risk by either 
cleaning or using the facilities.

‘Arran CVS facilitated a 
discussion with village toilet 
representatives and commu-
nity council, then put together 
a funding application, as part 
of their role as an interface 
organisation, with agreement 
of the local authority. � e 
community council are ad-
ministrator of the funds and 
for central procurement. � is 
leaves representatives from the 
local loos free to record their 
collective needs for resources 
and support in order to de-
velop a fully comprehensive 
order, hopefully at reduced 
bulk cost, and a cohesive plan 
to keep as many public toilets 
as possible open and accessible 
whilst everyone enjoys more 
outdoor activity.’

Arran public 
toilets will 
receive cash 
to reopen

NHS Ayrshire & Arran, in part-
nership with the three health 
and social care partnerships in 
North, East and South Ayrshire, 
has launched a dedicated sta�  
listening and support service.

� is new service is designed 
to o� er additional support 
options to those already avail-
able and provides access to the 

wider health and social care 
community.

Paula Shiels, senior mental 
health nurse explains: ‘� e 
primary aim of the service is to 
promote emotional wellbeing 
by providing a chance to reduce 
stress and reset.

‘� e team are here to o� er a 
‘listening ear’ and if required to 

suggest appropriate alternative 
support mechanisms. We hope 
that this compassionate model 
of care will give our sta�  and 
volunteers the opportunity to 
reach out for support when they 
need it most.’

� e service is open seven days 
a week from 9am until 10pm, 
and is open to all NHS, health 

and social care partnership 
sta� , third sector providers, 
commissioned services, care 
home sta� , NHS 24, Scottish 
Ambulance Service and volun-
teers working within the sector 
across Ayrshire and Arran.

To contact the listening and 
support service, call 01563 
826430.

NHS listening and support service launched

The toilet block in Lamlash is one of facilities to get grant 
funding. 01_B19toilet01

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Been asked to self-isolate?
It is crucial you do, to stop the spread.
If you have been in close contact with someone who has 
tested positive for coronavirus, NHS Scotland will get in 
touch and ask you to self-isolate for 14 days. Support will 
be available for anyone who needs it.

Even if you show no symptoms, you could pass the virus 
on to others. By self-isolating, you are protecting yourself, 
your friends and family and your local community.

For more information and support go to 
NHSinform.scot/test-and-protect

Get tested, stop the virus, save lives.
#WeAreScotland
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During these unprecedented 
times our local retailers, arti-
sans, food outlets and hotels 
have been working hard behind 
the scenes to ensure that your 
experience is safe, secure and 
welcome.

Please remember to be patient, 
be kind and adhere to premises 
and government guidelines.

People must, by law, wear a 
face covering in retail environ-
ments and on public transport 
and public transport prem-
ises, such as airports, train 
and bus stations. � is applies 
to open air train stations, 
but not to bus stops. (www.
gov.scot/publications/coro-
navirus-covid-19-phase-3-
staying-safe-and-protecting-
others/pages/face-coverings?

Please spare a thought that 
by supporting local shops, be 
they locally owned or national 
retailers, you are sustaining 
the local economy. � ey all 
employ local people and sus-
tain families. Yes, it’s easy to 
click, click, click online, but if 
we don’t support our own local 
shops, restaurants, and pubs, 
they may not be sustainable.
 Supporting the economy! 
– Research shows that for 
every £1 spent with a small or 
medium-sized business, 63p 
stayed in the local company.
 It is the ethical choice! – 
When you shop at the local 
butchers, bakers, farm shops 
and producers, it is likely that 
a percentage of the produce 
has had a short journey, less 

packaging and contains more 
nutrients.
 Unique is the best! – 
Independent shops o� en sell 
locally-made gi� s that aren’t 
available in more commercial 
outlets. Local shops also 
support artists and designers, 
local authors and artisans. 
Buy something unique to your 
area!
 Charity matters! – Local 
businesses o� en hold charity 
events, social groups and 
community gatherings in aid of 
charities that are closer to home 
to the bene� t of the community. 

Let’s help keep our area a safe 
place and please remember 
the Scottish advice on face 
coverings.

SHOP 
LOCAL

STAY 
LOCAL

EAT 
LOCAL

Why keep it within 
the community?
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Henry Alexander McNicol was 
�rst and foremost a Brodick 
man through and through and 
proud of it.

He was born on October 11 
1931 at Laurel Cottage. He was 
raised there and at Lyndene 
along with his nine siblings - 
Meagan, Colin, Annette, Betty, 
Helen, Archie, Iain, Sheena 
and Mairi - with Henry the 
last to go.

Henry attended Brodick 
School and many a boyish 
prank was indulged in, no 
doubt along with classmates 
Billy Currie and John 
McConnachie.

I’m glad Henry got his wish 
to be buried in the old Brodick 
kirkyard, where once stood the 
Parish Church, for it was near 
this spot for a dare, egged on no 
doubt by the aforementioned 
partners in crime, that Henry 
scaled the top most spire of 
the bell tower and removed 
the �nial as a souvenir of the 
escapade.

It lay for many years in 
McNicol’s plumber’s workshop 
but now takes pride of place 
in a window alcove in the 
entrance porch at St Bride’s, a 
lovely reminder of a long-dis-
appeared part of Brodick’s 
church heritage.

Fond memories of 
a Brodick legend

A�er school, Henry joined 
the family �rm, serving his 
time as a plumber with his fa-
ther William. Brothers Archie 
and Iain later joined him in the 
business.

Colin may also have done so 
but, tragically, he died young, 
a sore blow for the Henry and 
McNicol families.

But the partnership of 
Henry, Archie and Iain was 
an extremely successful one 
and lasted until 1998, when the 
old business partnership was 
dissolved to make way for the 
new and the wishes of the next 
generation.

Part of that success, I’m 
sure, was that each had their 
own sphere of expertise and 
responsibility, Henry con-
centrated on the plumbing, 
whilst Iain’s speciality was 
heating and Archie, besides 
being heavily involved in the 
tea room at Lyndene, took care 

of the book-keeping, as his 
son Bill commented the other 
day… eventually.

Henry was away from the 
business serving his obligatory 
two years' national service in 
the RAF in Kent.

Somehow a home leave 
coincided with him missing a 
posting to Egypt with the rest 
of his intake, to which Henry 
commented that it was proba-
bly just as well as ‘Egypt wasn’t 
quite ready for him yet’.

A big part of Henry's early 
life was playing centre half 
and half back for a successful 
Brodick football team, espe-
cially relishing the local derbys 
with serious rivals Lamlash. 
�e word ‘serious’ is putting it 
mildly.

Player
No prisoners were taken nor 

was quarter asked for or given. 
A comment that summed 
that up for me was Henry’s 
remark that in his time, the 
present-day talented Lamlash 
forward Johnny Sloss wouldn’t 
have been allowed to be half 
the player he is today.

Henry was tremendously 
proud of grandson Archie’s 
illustrious career in a Brodick 
shirt and delighted recently to 
watch youngest grandson Kyle 

score against Lamlash. It gave 
him immense satisfaction. 
Henry cannot take all the 
credit for those talented sport-
ing genes. Eunice and Henry’s 
daughter-in-laws Alison and 
Gwen must surely be given 
credit here too.

Henry and Eunice �rst met 
when Eunice holidayed in 
Brodick and on their �rst date 
Henry took her �shing. Eunice 
caught nothing, whilst Henry 
landed dozens of �sh. I’ll leave 
you to work out a suitable pun 
on good catches and being 
hooked.

Su�ce it to say their romance 
blossomed and they subse-
quently married in Edinburgh 
in February 1958, being blessed 
with Bill’s birth the following 
July, then by Gareth’s birth in 
1973.

For most of that time, home 
was at Mossgiel on Alma Road. 
�e name of the house and 
that of Bill’s home Ellisland, 
subsequently built at the foot 
of the garden, gives a good 
clue to Henry’s love and great 
knowledge of Robert Burns.

Besides being honoured by 
the Burns Federation, Henry 
was a long-standing and 
honorary member of Lamlash 
Burns Club, one of the few 
things in Lamlash he was 
proud to be a part of, the other 
being Lodge St Molios.

He had a wonderful talent 
for public speaking which was 
no doubt honed over countless 
years in successful Brodick 
Drama Club productions, 
produced in conjunction with 
John Selkirk. Henry was also 
an honorary life member of the 
drama club.

Part of Henry’s great charm 
was his pawky humour and 
an ability to use his great gi� 
of delivering a perfectly timed 
remark.

Fire brigade
Aside from the business of 

William McNicol and Sons, 
drama, football and golf clubs, 
perhaps the institution Henry 
will be most associated with on 
the island was the �re brigade.

He joined as soon as he 
was eligible. Following in his 
father’s footsteps, this was 
a McNicol family tradition 
proudly carried on by Bill and 
Gareth. A recipient of the long 
service medal, Henry served 
for more than 30 years, much of 
that time as o�cer-in-charge.

A�er retiring from the �re 
brigade and the business, 

Henry was still available for 
consultancy work and I hope 
his encyclopaedic knowledge 
of local drains hasn’t died with 
him.

Over his life, there were a few 
trips abroad to Amsterdam, 
Lanzarote and the United 
States, as well as family holi-
days to Jersey and Blackpool.

But Henry was most content 
to be at home in Brodick. �e 
highlight of his social calendar 
was Highland Games day, en-
joying especially the spectacle 
of the pipe bands.

Conversation
His daily ‘half hour’ walk 

down to the village, taking in 
the Book and Card Shop for his 
paper, could take anything up 
to an-hour-and-a half, depend-
ing on who he met en-route 
whether visitor, local, young or 
old, were all easily engaged in 
interesting conversation.

Few residents of this island 
can have been so well-known 
by so many people of every 
generation.

Henry  developed more than 
a few health complications 
including TB, a knee replace-
ment and a few spells in hos-
pital with scrapes and bumps. 
�at said, most recently Henry 
seemed in good form.

He was proud of his 
grandchildren and their 
achievements in life, following 
with interest the careers in 
education of Ailie and Archie, 
Megan’s studies and what Kyle 
and Freya were involved in, 
especially delighting in the 
latter three being around to 

Henry, left, with brothers Archie and Iain appeared in the Arran Banner when they bowed 
out from Wm McNicol & Sons in 1998. 

Obituary: Henry McNicol – October 11 1931 to July 11 2020

pop in daily during lockdown 
when university and school 
were suspended.

Not being able to attend the 
funeral of John McConnachie 
a few weeks ago took the feet 
from under him and it was 
maybe no coincidence he 
should su�er a heart-attack 
the following day, com-
pounded by a stroke which 
saw him helicoptered o� the 
island to Crosshouse Hospital, 
Kilmarnock.

He was making progress and 
had been transferred to the 
specialist stroke recovery unit 
at Irvine when his condition 
suddenly deteriorated. His 
death there came as a shock 
and despite what might have 
been said about that at least 
saving him from not having 
to end his days in Lamlash, 
he would have preferred to be 
back on Arran. 

�e misery of not being able 
to visit him on the mainland 
meant double agony for Eunice 
and the family.

Henry is now laid to rest in 
his native Brodick, thankful 
for a wonderful, full and ful-
�lling life of 88 years. 

Rev Angus Adamson

CONTACTUS
EMAIL US AT 
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
T E L E P H O N E  
01770 302142

Henry as his family like to remember him. 

‘Few residents of 
this island can have 
been so well-known                
by so many people of 
every generation.’
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Geo� Brooks of 
South Bank Park 
Farm shows a group 
of Japanese visitors 
an old threshing 
machine. They 
were on Arran for 
the wedding of 
Megumi Hashimoto 
to Neil Millar, the 
son of then Banner 
owner John. 
01_B33twe03

THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday August 19, 2000

All the trophy winners at Arran Horticultural Society’s summer show held in Lamlash on Wednesday. 01_B33tweY01

Margaret Murchie was the �rst winner of the new 
Millennium Cup at the summer show. It was presented by 
Grace Sillars. 01_B33tweY02

Two young Vikings at the annual burning of the Viking 
longship which brought this year’s Corrie Capers to a close. 
01_B33tweY05

Winners of the August Texas Scramble at Shiskine were the 
King Edwards – Sandy Kerr, Fergus and Alexander Judge and 
Leah Turnbull. 01_B33tweY07

 

Bed racers get a soaking from �re�ghters during the annual 
Corrie Capers event. 01_B33tweY06

The Rev Ian McLeod and Father Noel Colford dedicate 
the memorial cairn which has been re-built to mark St 
Columba’s seat, said to be the resting place for St Columba 
on his journey from Shiskine to Lamlash. 01_B33tweY04
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BANNER CLASSIFIEDS
TAXI SERVICES

FUEL SERVICES

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

SELF STORAGE

PROPERTY

PUBLIC NOTICES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

 

 

 

 

 

 
Find our properties at: 

 

  
 

 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial conduct Authority for Financial Services  

 

As both Solicitor and Estate Agent  
we combine Marketing, Legal and Financial Expertise to deliver a 

seamless, effective and comprehensive service from initial 
valuation to final sale. 

If you are thinking of selling your home, please contact our Estate 
Agency Team for more information or to arrange a no obligation 

Valuation on Tel: 01770 302027 
ARRAN OFFICE ADDRESS: Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick, KA27 8AJ 

As both Solicitor and Estate Agent

E S T A T E   A G E N T S 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements in all 
publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, 
the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action 
by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the 
event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall 
the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Download our app for 
free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier 
to fi nd your next job in the 

perfect location.

RECRUITMENT

HGV Mechanic Vacancy!
 We are looking for a qualified HGV Mechanic to join our 

team at Arran Haulage.
Position is full time, permanent with 

good rate of pay
 Please apply in writing to:

Rachel Armitage, Arran Haulage Services Ltd, Home Farm, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8DD

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may 
be examined online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 04.09.20. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

20/00648/PP; Seileach Caravan, Sliddery, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Renewal of 
unexpired planning permission 17/00720/PP for erection of detached 
dwelling house and detached garage including temporary consent for siting 
of caravan and store for a period of three years.
20/00653/PP; Marine House Apartments, Lamlash, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; 
Replacement of existing holiday apartments with 
detached dwelling house.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

JULY

July had a lower mean tem-
perature and over 60 per cent 
more rain compared to June.

In comparison to July last 
year, this July's mean tempera-
ture was down 1.5 degrees and 
there were 26 days in which 
it rained, compared to 20 last 
July.

�e cooler, wetter July had an 
impact on the breeding success 
of some visiting summer birds, 
particularly those that rely on 
airborne insects to feed young.

Looking at the proportion of 
adult to young birds from in-
formation gathered by licensed 
bird ringers, willow warbler 
had a poor breeding season, 
while the similar chi�cha�, 
which had bred earlier, had a 
good breeding season.

Whitethroat had a poor 
season, whereas sedge warbler 
and blackcap, relying less 
on �ying insects, had a good 
season.

Similarly, the early breeding, 
single brooding sand martin 
had a good season, but the 
jury is still out on the double 
brooding house martin and 
swallow.

�e weather in August 
may determine their overall 
success.

As reported in the June notes, 
garden birds seemed to thrive 
and seed eating birds includ-
ing lesser redpoll, siskin and 
gold�nch all had successful 
breeding seasons.

Other signs of a successful 
breeding season included: 
110 shag and 14 Arctic tern at 

Cooler, wetter July leads to 
a mixed breeding season

their colonies on Pladda on 
July 2; young great spotted 
woodpecker at Machrie on July 
3; 50 black guillemot between 
Imachar and Whitefarland on 
July 4; a pair of mute swan with 
�ve young at Port na Lochan on 
July 5; a creche of 10 eider o� 
Levencorrach on July 6; a fam-
ily group of seven green�nch 
at Kilpatrick on July; three 
young kestrel on Maol Donn 
on July 11; four young spotted 
�ycatcher in Glenkiln on July 
18; �ve young stonechat on �e 
Ross, also on July 18; two adult 
common guillemot, each with 
a young bird, o� Pirnmill on 
July 23 and three large young 
shelduck at Port na Feannaiche 
on July 25.

Healthy vole populations in 
some areas sustained good 
breeding numbers of barn owl, 
hen harrier and short-eared 
owl.

On the downside, with the 
easing of some lockdown re-
strictions, there was increased 
human activity on shores, 
with many ignoring notices of 
breeding birds and allowing 
their dogs o� leads which dis-
turbed breeding shore birds.

�ere was concern more peo-

ple walking on the hills near 
lochans was adversely a�ecting 
breeding red-throated divers 
and reports of diminishing 
numbers of breeding curlew 
and fulmar is a continuing 
cause for concern.

Plumage
July marks the end of the 

breeding season for some birds. 
It can be an interesting time 
looking for northerly breeding 
species heading south from 
their breeding grounds, many 
still in their breeding plumage. 
Reports included: four turn-
stone on Pladda on July 2; two 
sandwich tern at Porta Buidhe 
on July 13; 39 golden plover at 
Machriewaterfoot on July 21; 
four dunlin on Blackwaterfoot 
shore on July 22; two whim-
brel on Sliddery Shore on 
July 24 and a greenshank on 

Cleats Shore on July 29. A�er 
breeding, many species �ock 
together. Reports included: 
150 woodpigeon at Mossend 
Pond on July 7; 42 red-breasted 
merganser in Machrie Bay on 
July 8; 47 raven in Clachaig on 
July 16; 70 house sparrow at 
Sannox on July 23; 400 linnet 
in Sliddery on July 24 and 41 
curlew and 60 pied wagtail at 
Port na Feannaiche on July 26.

More than 100 species 
were reported in July. �e 
appearance of a rose-coloured 
starling in a Shiskine garden 
on July 20 was a particular 
highlight.

�is is the fourth year in 
a row this rare vagrant has 
turned up in Arran in July.

A few days later, on July 
24, a wood sandpiper was 
seen and heard �ying over 
Bennecarrigan and Sliddery. 
�is is only the second record 
for Arran of this rare passage 
migrant.

Other highlights included: a 
dipper in Rodden on July 7; a 
swi� over Sliddery on July 15; 
seven red grouse on Mullach 
Buidhe on July 17; two twite on 
Sliddery Shore on July 24; two 
water rail in Corriecravie on 
July 25 and o� Whitefarland 
on July 29 an estimated 60 
Manx shearwater joined 100 
gannet in a feeding frenzy.

In June’s Bird Notes I wrote: 
‘Cuckoos, whose decreasing 
numbers are a cause for con-
cern nationally, seem to be 
thriving on Arran. �roughout 
May and June there have been 
many widespread reports. 
People need no prompting to 
report the �rst Cuckoo. How 
about reporting when you hear 
or see the last Cuckoo this 
year?’

My thanks go to everyone 
who has responded. By now 

A Rose-coloured starling. This rare vagrant has turned up 
on Arran for the fourth year in a row. Christine Robinson did 
well to get this photograph in her garden in Shiskine. 

Sedge warbler. This summer visitor has had a successful 
breeding season. Photograph: Brian Couper.

Colourful Gold�nch have also had a great breeding season. Photograph: Brian Couper.

the adults will have le� the UK, 
leaving the young to be brought 
up by their foster parents. �e 
young have a distinctive white 
spot on the nape of the neck. 

�e latest date I have had so 
far for young Cuckoo is July 
17 when one was seen with 
a pipit on the shore close to 
Lochranza pier.

Enjoy your birding and keep 
safe.
z Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email jim@
arranbirding.co.uk I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

For more information on 
birding on Arran, the Arran 
Bird Report, �e First 40 
Years, which includes the 
annual report for 2019, is 
available to buy and visit 
www.arranbirding.co.uk

Wood sandpiper. This is only the second time this bird has 
been recored on Arran. Photograph: Dennis Morrison.
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ARRAN: AROUND THE GOLF COURSES

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday August 5, � e 
McNicol Cup. A� er the 
monsoon rains of Tuesday, 11 
played in the McNicol Cup. 
Surprisingly the morning 
players made it round almost 
dry. Of those who played in 
the evening, only two have 
been heard of again! But one of 
them bagged second place so it 
can’t have been too bad.

Result: 1 Ronnie Mann (13) 
61; 2 Jamie Macpherson (5) 
63 acb, lowest gross; 3 John 
Pennycott( 12) 63; 4 Markus 
Kroner (7) 65. CSS stayed at 
63 and Ronnie Mann bagged 
the only magic two of the day 
@17th.

Sunday August 9, � e Roy 

Ure Tankard. A beautiful 
summer day drew a good � eld 
of 25 for the Roy Ure Tankard, 
a popular Stableford usually 
played earlier in the year. 
Despite the � ne condition of 
the course, a north easterly 
breeze rendered shot making 
more di�  cult than usual 
and CSS went out to 64/35 
Stableford points.

Result: 1 Kevin Jackson (8) 38 
points; 2 Dave Hackett (15) 37; 
3 David Blair (13) 36; 4 Markus 
Kroner (7) 35. Five magic 
twos were recorded: Ryan 
Armstrong and Adam Kelso 
@4th, Kevin Jackson @11th 
and David Blair and Jamie 
Macpherson @17th.

Fixtures: Wednesday August 
12, Summer Trophy. Sunday 
August 16, Captain’s Prize 
(Yellow Tees Stableford). Until 
further notice there will be no 
draws for partners and mem-
bers should arrange their own 
groupings. For the Captain’s 
Prize, and to accommodate an 
early a� ernoon prizegiving, 
the tee has been reserved from 
10am to 11am.

Lamlash Golf Club 
� ursday August 6, Summer 
Cup, CSS 64. 1 Paul Jameson 
73-11=62 BIH; 2 Stuart 
Campbell 68-6=62; 3 Scott 
Campbell 79-16=63; 4 Peter 
Gossman 67-3=64 BIH over 
D Macfarlane. Best Scratch D 
Macfarlane 66. Magic twos D 
Macfarlane @ 4th, I Murchie 
@5th, P Jameson and Stuart 
Campbell @16th and P Cowan 
@13th. Rollover continues.

Sunday August 9, Sunday 
Sweep, CSS 65. 1 Derek 
Harrison 89-24=65; 2 Martin 
Wallbank 78-12=66. Magic 
two - Derek Harrison @13th. 
Hole 13 drawn out. Winner: 
Derek Harrison. Best scratch: 
Ian Bremner 77.

Fixtures: Sunday August 16, 
Sunday Sweep 9.30am and 
noon starts. � ursday August 
20, Summer Cup. Make up 
own groups and see starter 
for times. Sunday August 23, 
Club Championship qualify-
ing round, 9.30am and noon 
starts, drawn on handicap.
Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday August 5, Round 

1, McCarfrae Trophy (Club 
Championship Qualifying) 
and Summer Cup, 37 played, 
CSS 64. 1 Matt Dobson 69-
9=60 acb; 2 Matt Keir 66-6=60; 
3 Gordon Hendry 68-5=63. 
Leading R1 qualifying scores: 
Ewan McKinnon 65; Matt Keir 
66 and Gordon Hendry 68.

Sunday August 9, Navy Shield 
Stableford, 29 played, CSS 35 
points. 1 Fred Galbraith (15) 
39 points; 2 Nicol Hume (14) 
37 points acb; 3 Matt Dobson 
(8) 37 points.

Fixtures: Sunday August 16, 
Club Trophy. Wednesday 19 
August, Round 3, McCarfrae 
Trophy and Summer Cup.
Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday August 11, Stableford 
played from yellow tees. 1 Alex 
Morrison-Cowan 38 points; 2 
Brian Sherwood 33 points; 3 
John Pennycott 30 points.

Fixtures: Tuesday August 18, 
Stableford from yellow tees. 
Tee o�  12.30pm. Saturday 
August 22, Gents Eddie 
Rankin, Corrie v Machrie Bay, 
to be played at Corrie. Tee o�  
1pm.

Continued from page 20.
Making the cut in the Stride 
Out for Scotland with a chal-
lenge section is Arran’s stun-
ning Goatfell. � e guide says 
the peak dominates the island 
skyline and o� ers views to Jura 
and Ben Lomond, however, it 
warns that to reach the summit 
can take up to � ve hours so 
make sure you go prepared.

Stride Out for Scotland aims 
to address an urgent shortfall 
in income for the charity.

From the beginning of 
lockdown on March 24 pay-
ing visits to National Trust 
for Scotland locations were 
reduced to zero with visitors 
limited to only free to enter 
natural heritage properties. 
� e charity’s main opening 
Easter season was completely 
missed.

All of this, along with a � ve 
per cent drop o�  in mem-
berships has le�  the trust in 
crisis with a £28 million loss in 
essential income. � e Save Our 
Scotland fundraising appeal 
hopes to raise a minimum 
of £2.5 million as part of its 
recovery plan to ensure the 
continued protection of the 
properties and cultural herit-
age in its care. 

To date the appeal has raised 
£2million and the trust is 
grateful to those who so far 
have come to its aid at this time 
of crisis.

Ali MacLeod, head of fund-
raising at the National Trust 
for Scotland, said: ‘We wanted 

to  inspire our supporters 
to explore and reconnect 
with the places they love 
and we protect and, if they 
are able to, fundraise to help 
ensure their on-going care and 
conservation.

‘With our countryside places, 
gardens and estates now open 
to the public, we’re asking 
everyone who enjoys walking 
in our locations to join in. 

‘A� er such a di�  cult few 

months, many of us are craving 
the restorative e� ects of fresh 
air and greenery and the trust 
has plenty of that to go round.

‘Stride Out for Scotland will 
not only inspire people to enjoy 
the stunning places on their 
doorsteps but will also help 
raise funds for our emergency 
appeal. Whether you’re a nov-
ice hill walker, an experienced 
hiker or just looking for fun 
family adventures, there’s a 

walk to suit everyone.’ A Stride 
Out for Scotland fundraising 
pack is available to download 
online. 

� ose taking part can also 
share their pics on social 
media, using the hashtag 
#StrideOutForScotland

� e National Trust for 
Scotland is urging people to 
maintain Scottish Government 
guidelines on hand hygiene 
and social distancing.

 

Now you can help NTS too

Goatfell is listed as a challenging walk in the Stride Out for Scotland guide. 

With regret, due to the threat of Covid-19,
ALL CHURCH SERVICES ARE 

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, Brodick, Corrie,

Lochranza, Pirnmill and Shiskine
Although the Church is still closed an internet

service at 11 a.m. Sunday morning and over 
the rest of the week can be received at

www.brodickchurch.org or 
www.stmoliosshiskine.org.uk
Please note that Brodick Church

is still accessible for the Food bank.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass will be said on Saturday Vigil and Sunday Morning.

Capacity in church is severely restricted. Please note attendance 
at Mass is by booking only. Please telephone 600595 or email 
peterdwilko@gmail.com to book a seat. Please book by the 

Friday before each weekend Mass. Strict social distancing and 
hygiene restrictions apply including the wearing of your own face 

covering.
IF YOU ARE DISPLAYING ANY COVID 19 SYMPTOMS, 

FEELING UNWELL OR HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT 
RETURNING TO CHURCH AT THIS TIME, PLEASE DO 
NOT COME TO MASS. THE OBLIGATION TO ATTEND 

SUNDAY MASS REMAINS SUSPENDED.
Please access www.rcdai.org.uk to check the availability of 

online Mass from Bishop’s House Oban.
BLESS O LORD THIS ISLE OF ARRAN

ST ROCH PATRON OF THE SICK PRAY FOR US
OUR LADY OF THE ISLES PRAY FOR US

ST COLUMBA PRAY FOR US

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay
Sunday 16th August

Eleventh Sunday of Trinity
Holy Communion – 11 am.

Rev Barry Roberts
ALL WELCOME

We will follow strict 
SEC guidelines

CHURCH NOTICES 

EVERY DAY
Eco Savvy and Co-op food 
share at Big Co, Brodick and 
Lamlash 8.15pm
Arran Heritage Museum 
Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am 
to 4.30pm.

WHAT’S ON 

PRIVATE SALES
FOR SALE
ASSORTED DOVES - £5 
each. Call for further informa-
tion 01770 860358
QUALITY HY-LINE POINT 
OF LAY PULLETS - Tel 
Colin: 07968 259502

FREE
REFRIGERATED DRINKS 
CABINET Tel: 600422

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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SPORTSPORT

Two weeks into his mammoth 
500 mile walk across Scotland, 
Edoardo Bedin this week vis-
ited Arran shining a light on 
Brodick Castle, one of many 
closed historic properties 
across Scotland.

One of the most signi� cant 
parts of his � ve-week journey 
so far has been the people he 
has met.

He has been bowled over by 
the generosity and support 
of the Scottish people he has 
encountered along the way, 
saying ‘what amazing people 
the Scots are’.

As he has passed by, with his 
bunting and lantern hanging 
from his rucksack, and with his 
National Trust For Scotland 
(NTS) umbrella in hand, busi-
nesses have fed him pizza for 
lunch, cake for a� ernoon tea, 
cookies for snacks and lasagne 
for supper.

His arrivals at these closed 
historic properties have been 
cause for celebration as sta�  
and volunteers delight in 
welcoming him since they are 
unable to welcome the public 
as a result of the Covid crisis.

Edoardo, who lives in 
Aberdeenshire, has been 
marching out across Scotland 
to raise awareness of the 
jeopardy of the country’s her-

Goatfell features in a new 
campaign by the National 
Trust for Scotland.

Stride Out for Scotland 
encourages people to 
get out and enjoy the 
country’s most beautiful 
locations and raise 
vital funds for Scotland’s 
conservation charity.

� e campaign, which 
features walks and trails 
across the country, has 
been inspired by trust 
members and donors who 
contacted the charity in 
their hundreds following 
the Covid-19 outbreak 
o� ering to raise funds 
through sponsored walks.

Stride Out for Scotland 
gives them a list of 
routes and walks taking 
in gardens, woodlands, 
stunning coastlines, 
Munros and waterfalls 
at properties cared for 
by the National Trust for 
Scotland.

� ere are also walks 
for families and wildlife 
trails where you can see 
Scotland’s big � ve - the 
golden eagle, red deer, 
red squirrel, harbour seal 
and otter. Culzean Castle 
ticks almost every box 
for the campaign with 
deep woods, a deer park, 
caves and beaches. � e 
surrounding picture-per-
fect country park has 17 
miles of paths so it may 
take a few visits to cover 
the ground.

Continued on page 19.

Edoardo visits Arran 
on epic heritage trail

itage resulting from closures 
during the Covid crisis and is 
raising money along the way 
to try to open doors sooner. 
Archaeologist and historian 
Edoardo is currently a fur-
loughed NTS employee and he 
and hundreds of his colleagues 
will � nd out if they are being 
made redundant in the next 
few weeks.

With the properties closed, 
there is no income to pay 
them to work at these precious 
places.

He is visiting 23 closed 
heritage properties on his 
road-pounding trip to draw 
attention to their closure and 
to raise money to help re-open 
them. He has already raised 
nearly £2,000 of his £5,000 
target.

He has walked to 11 proper-
ties so far and said: ‘History 
explains where we’ve been and 
it guides where we are going.’

Supporters have hosted him 
overnight in anything from 
a summer house to a tent in 
their garden and hotels have 
o� ered him complimentary 
hospitality.

� e Hitting � e Road For � e 
Love Of Scotland epic chal-
lenge started two weeks ago 
and Edoardo has so far clocked 
up 360km of his 800km target.

Not a seasoned hiker, 
Edoardo has found his � tness 
has improved. About a week 
into his long distance walk, 

he was pleased he no longer 
had pains in his legs when 
he stopped for a quick break 
and that the four or � ve hour 
recovery time for his legs each 
evening was lessening as he got 
� tter.

Now two weeks in, he is tired 
at the end of each day but is 
bouncing along the road and 
said: ‘When I take o�  my heavy 
backpack I feel as though I 
could � y!’

Having walked through 
so many miles of Scotland's 
beautiful countryside from 
Aberdeenshire to Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and over to Arran, he 
said: ‘� e beauty of Scotland's 
scenery is immense. 

‘I’m loving all of this – the 
geography, the views, the 
people. � is is a country worth 
this walk.’

A� er he le�  Arran on 
Tuesday, he was due to walk 
to Glasgow and the central 
belt to highlight three more 
closed properties. He will 
then make his way back north 
to Aberdeenshire, visiting 
the remaining eight precious 
sites before his homecoming 
at Haddo House on Sunday 
August 30.

You can follow Edoardo’s 
journey on Facebook at 
Hitting � e Road for the Love 
of Scotland and on Instagram 
at @Hitting� eRoad4Love 
OfScotland or support him on 
his JustGiving page.

Fundraising hiker shines a light on Brodick Castle

Edoardo during his visit to Arran this week.  

Now you can 
help NTS too
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