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by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

A new community internet 
radio station is being launched 
on Arran.

Born out of � e Arran Banner 
talking newspaper service – 
arransound.com – has been 30 
years in the making.

But as we move out of lock-
down the Arran Sound group 
of volunteers realised that what 
was needed was a simple way to 
reach everyone on the island. 
� e very obvious solution was 
by internet radio, and with the 
birth of arransound.com they 
intend their talking newspaper 
listeners to be some of the � rst 
to bene� t from the new island 
radio station.

Arran Sound chairwoman 
Mhairi-Aileen Smeir said: 
‘With some modern wizardry, 
over the coming months we 
hope to provide a new and ex-
citing, one touch, service which 
will bring the local news and 
views to everyone in our island 
community, overcoming visual 
and ability barriers, social 

isolation and physical distance.
‘All the content will be availa-

ble 24 hours a day, however ul-
timately our aim is to “go live” 
as soon as possible and bring an 
immediacy to news and views 
from Arran, on a daily basis. 
We have some well-known 
island presenters on stand by!’

‘With initial funding from 
the Supporting Communities 

Fund Grant Scheme, kindly 
identi� ed for us by ACVS, the 
very generous support from 
Alan Cameron of Soundtrap 
and his magical so� ware, a 
fantastic collaboration from 
Mrs Foster and Mr Dickie from 
the Arran High School, and of 
course the far-sighted encour-
agement of the Arran Sound 
readers, we are now launching 

arransound.com community 
internet radio.’

Communication can have 
serious implications for a small 
and sometimes isolated popu-
lation such as on Arran. � is 
became very evident during 
the blizzards of March 2013 
when the entire island was cut 
o�  from the mainland with no 
electricity supply and limited 
ferry service for a substantial 
period of time. � is made is-
land-wide communications al-
most impossible, and although 
the islanders are incredibly 
resilient and self reliant, the 
vulnerable and less able, isolat-
ed by distance and impassable 
terrain were only contactable 
by the physical attributes of 
our local mountain rescue 
volunteers making face-to-face 
contact. 

In such an emergency situ-
ation, a dedicated local radio 
station, supported if necessary 
by o�  grid means, that can 
give immediate and up-to-date 
information to all members 

Arran’s fi rst ever community 
radio station to be launched

Children at the key worker childcare hub being held at Arran Outdoor Centre in Lamlash 
show o�  the � ag they made from individual paintings on sheets which they then sewed 
together. For more fun photographs, turn to page 14.

Flying the fl ag...

‘With some modern 
wizardry, we hope to 
provide a new and 
exciting, one touch 
service.’
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appointment by calling 01770 302310 
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New Build Homes  ‐ Kinloch Court, Blackwaterfoot      John Thomson Construction Ltd

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk | 01770 600 242 | 
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of the Arran community, in 
particular our vulnerable and 
isolated islanders, and will be a 
lifeline service.

Again, during the Covid-19 
pandemic, with large numbers 
shielding and the general 
population remaining at home, 
a central point of contact for 
island news, information and 
reassurance would have been 
extremely helpful. �e island 
has very limited means of 
receiving factual and swi� 
information on an on-going 
basis.

Several Arran Facebook 
forums were very helpful for 
many, receiving real-time news 
from the Arran Medical Group, 
�e Co-op , NAC and the food 
hub. However, this requires 
an internet ready computer, 
reliable broadband, the ability 
to use both and membership 
of Facebook. For a variety of 
reasons, many Arran folk are 
not connected to Facebook and 
therefore not privy to whatever 
information may be available 
there. O�en broadband is 
intermittent on the island, 
many people do not subscribe 
to Facebook and much of the 
information is hearsay. �is 
can be very misleading, con-
fusing and alarming, especially 
during a crisis.

Mhairi added: ‘Arran is 
almost alone among the islands 
of the West Coast having no 
dedicated radio station. Some 
enterprising locals have estab-
lished their own podcasts, dis-
tributed on the internet. �ese 
are very welcome and support-
ed by the islanders and lovers of 
Arran from further a�eld, with 
their popularity con�rming 
the widespread desire for local 

content and social interaction. 
However each podcast takes 
time and energy which can be 
limited with work and family 
commitments, and also tend 
to be of a visual nature more 
suitable to the sighted person. 
arransound.com will, we hope, 
have a comprehensive audio 
playlist.

‘We are very grateful to so 
many contributors who have 
o�ered their recordings and, 
podcasts, concerts, links and 
access to websites and archives. 
For example there will be 
Whiting Bay’s wonderful 
‘memories’ interviews, with 
reminiscences from loved local 
characters; the Music School’s 
concerts, individual perfor-
mances and McLellan Festival 

presentations; the Summer 
School’s evening performances, 
story books for young and old, 
and out-and-about interviews.

‘With kind permission from 
�e Arran Banner and �e 
Voice for Arran, both will be 
available in audio for our listen-
ers along with so much more. 
We are limited only by the 
willingness of our community 
to contribute whatever content 
they have made or recorded, on 
or about Arran and her people.

‘�e station could be a central 
space where interesting news 
and events, by and for our 
community can be available 24 
hours a day, any day. �is will 
be completely dependant on 
the community getting behind 
the idea and listening in on a 

regular basis. Everyone can 
contribute too, if you have re-
cordings that you think Arran 
folk would love to hear, please 
send it along or get in touch via 
arransound.com or telephone 
01770 302158. We look forward 
to hearing from you all.’

For this project to be success-
ful, the group is keen to involve 
Arran’s young people who will 
be the volunteers of the future. 
�ey must be o�ered the means 
by which to learn skills, useful 
for their future but also the 
opportunity to have fun and 
grow, developing their own 
interests and showcasing 
their talents and ideas. Arran 
is so lucky to have the High 
School and Music School and 
award-winning Arran Youth 
Foundations, all serving our 
young people superbly.

�e young people will 
record, produce, promote and 
broadcast their own music and 
interviews, report local news 
and what is going on around 
the island. Every organisation 
and group can contribute their 
news, events or reports. �e 
Arran Medical Group, Health 
and Social Care, NAC and 
ACVS will have immediate 
access to all islanders and 
Arran people to each other. �e 
Arran Banner and �e Voice 
for Arran will also be available 
in audio for Arran Sound 
listeners.
z See next week for 30 years of 
the Talking Banner.

Arran’s �rst community 
radio station ready to go

The arransound team hope 
to encourage young people 
to get involved and record, 
produce, promote and 
broadcast their own music 
and interviews, and report 
on local news from the 
island.

Continued from page one.

How you can get involved with arransound.com 
Can you design a logo 
for the station?
As this is to be a community radio, we 
are starting with two competitions. The 
�rst for S1-S3 students to design a logo 
for the station, this has a great prize 
attached.

The second way to be involved is 
for young people from S4 upwards to 
produce some wonderful photographs 
which will be used as the website’s 
homepage image and rotate on a 
monthly basis. Entry information is 
available on arransound.com

We are waiting to see what you can all 

come up with that will really illustrate 
your ideas for our island radio station.

Help wanted
As this is YOUR radio station, we are 
waiting for your input, we need your 
support and active engagement to 
truly be an island station. 

Anyone who would like to volunteer, 
especially if you have technical 
knowledge and can spare an hour or 
two, would be warmly welcomed. 

Please make contact through the site 
arransound.com or by email: arran-
sound1@gmail.com or by telephone 
01770 302158, we will be delighted to 

hear from you. These contacts can also 
be used for island announcements you 
wish to distribute.

Please keep returning
arransound.com will grow week by 
week as contributions are submitted 
to the station, so please remember 
to keep coming back. If you have 
recordings which you think Arran folk 
would love to hear, please send it along 
or get in touch via arransound.com or 
telephone 01770 302158.

We are looking forward to hearing 
from you. Please help us make YOUR 
community station a success.

www.thedouglashotel.co.uk

We are excited to 
welcome you all back!

WE ARE OPEN
FROM 31st JULY

BREAKFAST SERVED 7.30-11AM
LUNCH SERVED 12-5PM
DINNER SERVED 5-9PM

BAR OPEN UNTIL 11PM DAILY

Call  us now on 01770 302968
book online or via Facebook 
www.thedouglashotel.co.uk

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
We look forward 

to welcoming you 

Bookings are strongly 
recommended for all dining

Please be assured that all
necessary measures are in place 

to keep our guests and staff 
safe and protected
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CONTACTUS
EMAIL US AT 
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk

T E L E P H O N E 
01770 302142

CalMac Ferries Ltd has 
applied for planning permis-
sion to erect three modular 
buildings for temporary sta�  
accommodation at Brodick 
Ferry Terminal, writes Hugh 
Boag.

� e units would be posi-
tioned onsite from March 

to November each year to 
provide sta�  accommodation 
to support the summer time-
table and it is anticipated that 
the planning consent will be 
required for a period of � ve 
years.

� e three twin-bed units 
would by supplied by manu-

facturer Bunkabin and would 
have en-suite and shower 
facilities.

� e would be erected in the 
yard next to the ferry terminal 
on Market Road associated 
with adjacent commercial 
premises next to the council 
yard.

New accommodation for ferry sta� 

CalMac has 
applied for 
planning 
to build 
temporary 
sta�  accom-
modation at 
Brodick Ferry 
Terminal.

Action is needed to improve 
the restricted bus services op-
erating on Arran as the island 
eases out of lockdown.

� e is concern that the 
services, which stop in the late 
a� ernoon, are not meeting the 
needs of local people or in-
creasingly the rising number 
of foot passengers coming o�  
the ferry, as not all ferries are 
being met by buses.

It is understood Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport 
(SPT), which funds the 
buses on Arran to the tune of 
£832,000 a year, has reduced 
the number of services and 
‘bus miles’ it subsidises 
from the service provided by 
Stagecoach Western.

However, with no additional 
funding allocated, little in-
come for passengers and con-
cerns around capability with 
social distancing, there seems 
little chance of the services 
returning to pre-Covid levels 
any time soon. � ere is also 
a worry over the provision of 
school buses when the schools 
resume later this month.

� e matter has been dis-
cussed by the Arran Recovery 
Group, the Isle of Arran Ferry 
Committee and this week 
at the Arran Community 
Council video conference 
meeting. Community council 
chairman Bill Calderwood 

said it was clear that the 
pre-Covid level of service may 
never be completely restored, 
adding: ‘Maybe there has to be 
a little bit of recognition that 
we may need to be a bit more 
innovative in our approach to 
services.’

As reported in last week’s 
Banner, better bus provision 
is being pursued by Arran 
MSP Kenneth Gibson who 
continues to press for an 
improvement.

However, a letter he has 
received from SPT chief exec-
utive Gordon Maclennan does 

not sound hopeful.
He said: ‘It is indeed the 

case the level of service on 
the island has been reduced, 
this being a consequence of 
the Covid-19 crisis. Up until 
service reductions were im-
plemented, SPT continued to 
run as many local subsidised 
bus services to their scheduled 
timetable, including those on 
Arran. However following 
discussion with operators, it 
had become clear that with 
the sudden drop in passenger 
numbers since the introduc-
tion of government lockdown 

measures, this was no longer 
viable.

‘As no emergency funding 
had been made available to 
support these services, SPT 
has had to carry out a full a 
review of some 200 subsidised 
bus services, which had seen 
a dramatic drop of users, and 
to make necessary cuts in 
order to preserve funding for 
services in the longer term. 
It is worth highlighting that 
during the early period of 
Covid-19 lockdown, demand 
for bus travel in parts of 
Scotland fell by as much as 95 

per cent.
‘Working with operators, 

SPT agreed to maintain 
services where they were most 
needed and to introduce a mix 
of frequency reductions; cuts 
in operational hours; and in 
some cases a temporary sus-
pension to services while the 
situation continued to unfold.

‘Clearly the situation has 
now moved on and is contin-
uing to progress. As clearer 
indications are given from 
the government on lockdown 
measures beginning to ease, 
we are working with all our 

contracted operators to re-
store SPT supported services 
as market conditions recover 
and passenger demand 
increases. I am bound to 
observe that whilst we are 
starting to see some growth in 
demand for bus travel, levels 
do generally remain below 
pre-Covid levels.

‘I regret at present however, 
we are unable to o� er a de� n-
itive date as to when and how 
the bus network on Arran 
will move from the current 
operation to pre-Covid levels 
or similar, but please be 
assured that SPT remain in 
close communication with 
our contractor Stagecoach 
Western on the matter.’

A spokesman for the Arran 
Recovery Group said: ‘Buses 
are still a challenge on the 
island and a meeting is due to 
take place with SPT to discuss 
this further.’

Call for better bus service as 
Arran recovers from Covid

The main bus station at 
Brodick Ferry Terminal. 
01_B31terminal01
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� ree Arran girls received 
their First Holy Communion 
at a special Mass in Holy 
Cross Catholic Church in 
Brodick on Tuesday July 21.

For Aisling Coyle from 
Whiting Bay, Iga Kasprzycka 
from Lamlash and Julia 
Kulis from Corrie, it was the 
culmination of six months 
of instruction and prepa-
ration with their catechist 
Elizabeth Wilkinson.

Initially the sessions were 
hosted at the Kasprzycka 
home. Since lockdown they 
have been conducted by 
Facebook link, learning 
prayers and interacting 
online. � ey received the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
in church a few days before 
the Communion Mass.

� e Communion Mass 
was said by Father Noel 
Colford and attended by 
a small number of fam-
ily members, observing 
Scottish Government and 
the Bishops Conference 
of Scotland Covid-19 
guidelines.

Before giving the girls their 
First Holy Communion, 
Father Noel said they were 
beginning their journey of 
Christian faith with Jesus 
and with their families 
and the community at 
Holy Cross. A� er Mass he 
presented Aisling, Iga and 
Julia with their First Holy 
Communion certi� cates.

� e families went on to cel-
ebrate in their own groups 
on a beautiful sunny day. 

People are being urged to Keep 
it Local to support local busi-
nesses in the economic fallout 
of Covid-19.

It is in recognition the 
pandemic has caused unprec-
edented economic hardship 
for high streets, businesses and 
communities across North 
Ayrshire.

Residents and businesses are 
being urged to look locally for 
items and services they need, 
in turn supporting the people 
and families behind them.

� e council is throwing its 
support to the cause by launch-
ing a Keep it Local campaign 
as part of its wider Community 
Wealth Building approach. 
� e campaign’s focus will be 
on encouraging local spend 
and use of local supply chains 
to enable the area to build up 
its economy.

� e campaign mirrors the 
We Love Local campaign 
launched by � e Arran Banner 
and her sister titles last week 
in support of businesses on 
Arran. But it is not just about 
people shopping local. It’s also 
about businesses harnessing 
local suppliers and tapping into 
the skills and experience of the 
area’s workforce by employing 
local. Larger ‘anchor’ organi-
sations – large private, public 
and third sector bodies in the 

The three Arran girls after receiving their First Holy 
Communion. 

First communion at Holy Cross

Keep it Local plea 
to boost North 
Ayrshire’s economy

The Keep 
it Local 
logo.  

region – are also encouraged to 
play their part and invest, buy 
and employ locally.

Council leader Joe Cullinane 
said: ‘� e pandemic has had 
a devastating e� ect on all our 
lives, not only in terms of 
health, but also in terms of our 
livelihoods.

‘As lockdown eases and we 
take steps towards a new nor-
mal, it’s an opportunity for us 
to support local businesses and 
help them get back on their 
feet.

‘North Ayrshire’s economy is 
a fragile one, susceptible to big 
shocks and the pandemic has 

rocked local businesses. We’re 
committed to supporting our 
business base to build back 
better, fairer and greener.

‘We recently launched 
our Community Wealth 
Building strategy which aims 
to use the public pound in 
North Ayrshire to support 
local businesses and create 
new democratic models of 
ownership, including worker 
co-operatives, to create good, 
well-paid jobs.

‘� e need for local people, 
businesses and anchor insti-
tutions to spend locally is an 
essential pillar of that strategy 

and we are supporting that 
need by urging people and 
businesses to Keep it Local.

‘Local businesses are the life-
blood of our communities and 
support countless families. 
� ey need our support.’

Keep it Local forms part of 
the council’s ongoing work 
to encourage local spend, 
investment and employment 
– supporting Scotland’s � rst 
Community Wealth Building 
strategy, to create a fairer 
North Ayrshire.

� e strategy can be found 
online at www.north-ayrshire.
gov.uk/cwb 

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089     Telephone 01770 302636

Web site:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk      email:  info@arranmuseum.co.uk
Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., and visit 
the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s Schoolroom, the 

Blacksmith’s Forge, and lots more.
Archives and Genealogy service by appointment, 

Wednesdays only.
Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area.

Gift Shop. Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

WELCOME BACK
TO THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

(With social distancing and other restrictions)
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Five Arran businesses have 
so far signed up to the UK 
Government’s Eat Out to Help 
Out Scheme, writes Hugh Boag.

�ey are among more than 
53,000 outlets across the UK 
which have signed up to the 
scheme which includes an 
o�cial government online tool 
to help diners �nd businesses 
taking part.

�e �ve signed up on Arran 
are: �e Ormidale Hotel in 
Brodick, �e PHT in Lamlash  
�e Corrie Hotel in Corrie, 
Felicity’s at Eden Lodge and 
�e Shore, both in Whiting 
Bay. �e Skipness Seafood 
Cabin across the water in 
Skipness has also joined up.

As Eat Out to Help Out 
stickers and posters start to 
appear in the windows of 
restaurants, cafes, bars and 
other establishments across 
the country, customers who 
want to take advantage of the 
scheme are advised to look out 
for the logo.

�e logo means diners that 
eat-in will bene�t from a 50 
per cent discount, up to a max-
imum of £10 per person, on 
food and non-alcoholic drinks, 
any Monday to Wednesday 
in August – and no voucher 
is required. Diners can take 
advantage of the o�er as many 
times as they like during the 
month.

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Rishi Sunak said: ‘Our res-
taurants, cafes and bars play 
a vital role in our economy, 

�e Pierhead Tavern is to re-
open its doors today (Friday) 
despite earlier plans to remain 
closed.

A change in circumstances 
has meant the popular Lamlash 
pub and restaurant, commonly 
known as the PHT, is back 
in business a�er owner Jane 
Howe previously announced it 
may not be able to reopen for 
the forseeable future.

Jane told the Banner this 
week: ‘I am delighted that due 
to a change in our circum-
stances �e Pierhead Tavern 
has been able to reopen its 
doors. We have an exception-
ally talented new chef and we 
are so excited to launch our 
new menu from Friday. 

employing more than a mil-
lion people. �ey have been 
hit hard by coronavirus, so it’s 
vital we do everything we can 
to help them recover.

‘Our Eat Out to Help Out 
scheme is designed to get more 
customers through the door 
– protecting jobs by giving 
businesses the con�dence to 
retain and hire sta�. More 
than 53,000 businesses across 
the country have already 
signed up.’

To �nd out if a restaurant is 
participating in the Eat Out to 
Help Out scheme you can use 
the online restaurant �nder 
now live on GOV.UK. Simply 
enter your postcode, or one 
near to where you want to eat 
out, to get a list of participat-
ing outlets within a �ve-mile 
radius.

Website
You can also get in touch 

with your local restaurant to 
see if they are taking part or 
check their website.

Participating outlets must 
wait seven days from reg-
istration to make their �rst 
claim with all eligible claims 
being paid within �ve working 
days. Claims can be submitted 
weekly and businesses are 
encouraged to register before 
August 3 to bene�t for the 
entire month in which the 
scheme runs.

Further information for 
businesses, including how to 
register and make a claim, is 
available online at GOV.UK.

Arran restaurants sign     
up to Eat Out scheme

Right: A poster promoting 
the eating out scheme. New government scheme serves up discounts for diners

Reopening of the PHT

The sign outside The 
Pierhead Tavern. 01_B31piehead01

‘Doors will be open from 3pm 
Friday to Tuesday every week 
until the end of October, but 
we will be closed Wednesdays 
and �ursdays. We can’t 
wait to open our doors and 
welcome back old friends and 
new. Please book in advance.’

A BRIGHTER 
FUTURE IS IN 
SIGHT, IF WE 
DO THIS RIGHT.

All that time spent. All those efforts made. All those 
tears shed. Let’s not go backwards. The more we stick 
to the coronavirus guidance now, the sooner we can 
move forwards, as one, to better days.
#WeAreScotland

STICK WITH IT SCOTLAND,
FOR YOURSELVES AND EACH OTHER.
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Thought for the week

At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair 
and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes happen from time to time. If you 
think we have made a signi� cant mistake and you wish to discuss this 
with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three 
methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve 
your issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. However, if 
you are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter, by emailing: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although these details can be withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, should also be included. Anonymous letters 
will not be considered.  Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
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Cancer buddies
Sir,
While many of us are beginning to cautiously 
return to a life that is almost normal a� er 
months of forced hibernation, many people with 
cancer are still trapped at home.

For those who were told to shield, the worry 
of contracting the virus at a time when they 
are already physically fragile means many are 
still frightened to go outside or see friends and 
family.

However staying home alone is also taking a 
toll on people. 

Research for Macmillan Cancer Support 
found many people with cancer have been feel-
ing anxious, depressed and having panic attacks 
during lockdown.

� at’s why Macmillan Cancer Support has set 
up a Telephone Buddies service that pairs up 
people with cancer who need someone to talk 
to, with someone else who has been through a 
similar cancer experience. 

� e buddies and the person they are matched 
with then have weekly calls, chatting about 
everything from TV and music, to cancer treat-
ment and side e� ects.

To � nd out more about using the service, or 
about becoming a buddy, visit www.macmillan.
org.uk/telephonebuddies or call 0808 808 0000.

Yours,
Janice Malone,

Volunteering  and engagement manager,
Macmillan Cancer Support,

Edinburgh.

Heart consultation
Sir,
We want to start a national conversation about 
heart disease – but we need help to make it 
happen.

At British Heart Foundation Scotland, we’re 
developing new recommendations we want the 
Scottish government take forward over the next 
� ve years to improve care for people in Scotland 
who are living with heart disease.

We’ve been listening to healthcare profession-
als and people living with heart disease to help 
us identify the key issues and work out a series of 
priorities and actions and now we’re opening a 
wider consultation to shape our � nal proposals.

If you are living with heart disease, or you 
are a clinician working in this area, we'd like to 
hear from you. Share your thoughts and ideas at 
www.bhf.org.uk/scotheartplan or by contacting 
me at barclayk@bhf.org.uk or on 07471 902521 
before the consultation closes on September 
4 2020. Have your say to help us develop an 
ambitious and innovative plan with patients at 
its heart.

Yours,
Kylie Barclay,

Policy and public a� airs manager,
British Heart Foundation Scotland.

Pioneering programme
Sir,
Young people in Arran are being o� ered the 
chance to join a pioneering new service by 
Young Scot that will put Scotland’s young peo-
ple at the heart of decision-making to in� uence 
policy and services that a� ect them.

Scotland’s national youth information and cit-
izenship charity Young Scot is calling on young 
people across Arran to sign up for its #YSHive 
service which has been launched this week.

� e service empowers young people to be 
system changers and in� uencers by sharing 
power with organisations and tackling society’s 
toughest challenges. � is gives young people 
across Scotland the opportunity to have their 
voices heard and be involved in tackling some 
of society’s toughest challenges. #YSHive pro-
vides their volunteers with the necessary skills, 
design models and tools to unlock culture and 
system change – ensuring young people are the 
forefront of change. In the past, Young Scot’s 
projects have been behind some of the biggest 
policy changes surrounding young people in-
cluding the Scottish Government Mental Health 
Strategy, � e National Transport Strategy 
and BBC Scotland’s future output across TV, 

radio and online. #YSHive is a ground-breaking 
movement that passes power to young people 
and enables them to become system changers 
and in� uencers as they explore new and inno-
vative ways to work with organisations on the 
issues most important to them.

Yours,
Louise Macdonald OBE, 

Chief executive of Young Scot.

Alice Homes, aged 10, sent us this poem 
she compiled as part of her school work 
during lockdown.

Around Arran
Arran – A place full of creepy creatures 

crawling around.
Arran – Bouncy beach balls blowing 

around and adventurous paths waiting to 
be found.

Arran – A � eld with long, windy grass 
with hungry hares hidden around.

Arran – A nice warm bubbly bath, splash-
ing all around.

Arran – A caremelised orange sunset skips 
slowly down around Kilbrannan Sound.

Around Arran

‘� erefore, my dear brothers and sisters, 
stand � rm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the 
Lord, because you know that your labour 
in the Lord is not in vain.’ 

1 Corinthians 15:58

On the buses
As the island emerges from lockdown 
and more visitors arrive it is clear that 
transport is a central issue.

A lot of work has been put in to get the 
capacity on the ferries up but now a new 
problem is developing on the island - 
buses, or the lack of them.

For four months the buses on Arran 
- like a lot of places - were empty and 
social distancing restrictions meant they 
could carry few passengers, although 
hardly anyone wanted to travel.

But now the island is busy again and 
people are back to work an improved 
service is urgently needed. With the 
present restricted service not all the 
ferries are being met, but that is nothing 
new. However, when the later ferries 
arrive there are no buses at all, and that is 
not good for the visitors or the welcom-
ing image the island wishes to portray.

At Arran Community Council this 
week it was suggested that there may 
need to be a new way of thinking to get 
the buses back on the road and, given the 
reluctance of people to use large public 
transport vehicles, that is something 
that deserves being given serious 
consideration.

One way that immediately springs to 
mind is a revival of the Post Bus, a much 
loved service on the island in days gone 
by and better use could be made of the 
My Bus services.

� ere must be numerous options to the 
present ‘big bus’ service and all of them 
should be closely considered.
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A new ‘call, click and collect’ 
library service is being 
launched next week by North 
Ayrshire Council.

From Monday August 
3, residents will be able to 
borrow up to four books for 
four weeks. � e new service 
has been launched as libraries 
remain closed to allow sta�  
to continue delivering lifeline 
Community and Childcare 
Hub provision as part of the 
council’s response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Residents can use the new 
service by either calling 
Arran Library or visiting 
the council’s online library 
catalogue from Monday at 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/
libraries

Once a request has been 
made, library sta�  will select 
the books, package them up 
and keep them in quarantine 
for 72 hours before they can 

Arran lifeboat was launched 
in rough seas last week to help 
a broken-down vessel four 
miles north of Portavadie, o�  
the west coast of the Cowal 
peninsula.

� e Atlantic 85 B-class 
lifeboat, Rachel Hedderwick, 
launched at 11.15am on 
Wednesday July 22 and 
reached the casualty vessel 
at noon. 

On arrival, it was established 
the skipper of the boat had 
managed to restart the engine, 
but the lifeboat escorted 
the vessel, which had six 
people on board, back into the 
marina. Helm Mark Nelson 
said: ‘� e sea state was rough 
and visibility was poor, so we 
had to rely on radar and chart 
plotting equipment to � nd the 
casualty vessel. � e callout 
itself was easy. It was the trip 
there and back that was more 
challenging given the poor 
conditions. It was nothing 
the boat couldn’t handle, 
however.’

� e lifeboat returned to the 
station at Lamlash at 1.40pm 
and was made ready for 
service by 2.15pm.

Lifeboat 
calloutNew click and collect 

library book service

be collected. Sta�  will call or 
email customers to con� rm a 
collection day and o� er a one-
hour collection slot. Access to 
libraries is restricted, so sta�  
will bring the books to a table 
at the front door for customers 
to collect.

� e process has been risk 
assessed and various meas-
ures, including screens, hand 
sanitising station and physical 
distancing markers, will be 
in place to protect sta�  and 

customers. If you or someone 
in your household is display-
ing symptoms of Covid-19, 
please phone and cancel your 
collection.

The entrance to Arran Library where books will be available 
for collection. 01_B31library01

Once books are returned, 
they will be quarantined for 
72 hours before becoming 
available for borrowing again. 
Anyone with books they have 

had at home since lockdown 
can use the return boxes 
located outside participating 
libraries on collection days.

Councillor Louise McPhater, 
cabinet member for participa-
tory democracy, said: ‘We are 
delighted to launch this new 
call, click and collect service. 
We know how loved our 
library service is and while 
we have an extensive digital 
o� ering, sometimes nothing 
beats holding a book.

‘Library sta�  have been 
working tirelessly to make 
this happen safely, while also 
serving communities through 
our hub provision. We hope 
everyone enjoys this new ser-
vice and thank them for their 
continued patience.’

� e Arran Library in Brodick 
will be available to take calls 
from 10am-1pm, Tuesday, 
� ursday, Friday and Saturday 
on 01770 302835. 

‘We know how loved 
our library service is 
and while we have 
an extensive digital 
o� ering, sometimes 
nothing beats 
holding a book.’



�e Arran Banner
Friday 31 July 20208 NEWS

A Corrie youngster has been on a secret 
fundraising mission involving walking 
50 miles and cracking encrypted codes to 
compile a message – all from the safety of 
Arran.

Kellen Craig, aged nine, has been taking 
part in Operation Bletchly – a virtual 
codebreaking challenge in aid of the Army 
Benevolent Fund.

His mission has been to walk the dis-
tance between Bletchley Park in Milton 
Keynes to Westminster in London – 50 
miles – before the end of July.

For every �ve miles registered, he has 
received an encrypted code that he must 

solve to compile a secret message for none 
other than Winston Churchill!

Kellen took on the challenge to raise 
funds for the Army Benevolent Fund, 
which means a lot to his family.

His grandad served 27 years, great gran-
dads on both sides fought in the Second 
World War, his great, great grandad lost 
his life in the First World War, and uncles 
served in Afghanistan and Iraq.

�e charity supports families who have 
su�ered bereavement and pays for veter-
ans to receive physio therapy for injuries 
and more. Kellen completed his walk on 
Arran in 20 days. He was joined by his 

�ve-year-old brother Jenson and dog Skye. 
Rain or shine, he has walked his socks o� 
raising well above his initial target. His 
current total is £366.32 – and counting.

He received his ‘50 mile mission accom-
plished’ award this week.

However, Kellen has enjoyed it so much 
he has decided to continue walking for 
the rest of the month in the hope he gets 
close to the 100-mile mark of Paris, deep 
in occupied France.

If you would like to help Kellen raise 
money, follow the link: operationbletch-
ley-50miles.everydayhero.com/uk/kellen 

Mission accomplished for codebreaker Kellen

Left: Thumbs up 
as Kellen com-
pletes another 
milestone. 

Right: A wet 
walk with his 
beloved dog 
Skye. 

Top of the world: Kellen walking in the Clauchland Hills. 

Kellen at the Corrie war 
memorial. 

Kellan with his Army 
Benevolent Fund branded 
face scarf. 

Kellen’s ‘mission accom-
plished’ award. 

Authentic Scottish hospitality. Friendly, family-run 
bar & bistro on the sea front in Brodick, serving 

quality food & drink from Crofters Larder.

Traditional & contemporary acoustic music from 
talented local, Scottish and international artists. 

Bringing concerts and live-streaming performances 
to a global online audience.

Once-in-a-lifetime trips aboard a small tall ship, 
exploring the stunning, sheltered waters of the 
Firth of Clyde. Subtlely blending the very best  
of Crofters food, drink, music and hospitality.

Following the tradition of fresh, seasonal & 
sustainable farm-to-table food from Arran and the 

Firth of Clyde. Restaurant meals to eat at home and 
artisan larder staples to purchase direct and online.

Exp�iences to n�rish  
body and s�l

WWW.CROFTERSARRAN.COM
SHORE ROAD, BRODICK, ISLE OF ARRAN KA27 8AJ. TEL: 01770 302 579
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Mission accomplished for codebreaker Kellen

Above: Kellen clocks up the 
miles with a walk to the Eas 
Mor waterfall.
Left: Codebreaker Kellen 
Craig. 

Kellen out walking with his brother Jenson. 



hotels, B&Bs, indeed much of 
our tourism industry.

“All these businesses and 
their workers have put in a 
heroic effort to prepare their 
venues for this reopening, to 
work out a way to trade in a way 
that keeps their customers safe.

“But the success of these 
businesses, the livelihoods 
of those who rely on them, 
and ultimately the economic 
health of the whole country is 
dependent on every single one 
of us acting responsibly. We 
must not let them down.”

Mr Johnson emphasised that 
even if we are now allowed to 
spend nights away from our 
own homes, we must still follow 
social distancing rules.

When out and about, we 
need to remember to look a�er 
ourselves, one another and the 

environment around us. To 
make sure we’re all doing our bit 
to travel responsibly, just follow 
a few simple steps.

When planning your trip, 
check that important facilities 

like toilets and car parks are 
open before you travel.

If you have an a�raction in 
mind, check online to see if you 
need to pre-book.

Some places may be 
extremely popular, so get off 
the beaten track and discover a 
hidden gem.

Stay socially distanced 
apart from anyone outside 
your household while walking, 
running, cycling, si�ing and 
sunbathing.

Wear your face covering at all 
times when on public transport.

Make sure you have a bank 
card; many outlets are currently 
only accepting cashless 
payments. Take hand sanitiser 
with you. Leave the car behind 
where possible and visit nearby 
a�ractions by walking, cycling 
or public transport.

It’s time to 
enjoy a Great 
British family 
‘staycation’

SUMMER IS here and Britain is 
beginning to reopen, providing 
everyone with the opportunity to 
start dreaming about a holiday.

And this year a staycation 
could give you some much 
needed rest and recuperation, 
while also helping get the holiday 
industry back up and running.

Hotels, campsites, bed and 
breakfast accommodation and 
other places to stay are now 
opening if they can follow the 
guidelines relevant to their 
locality to ensure that their 
guests will be safe to stay and 
spend days wandering our 
award-winning coastlines, 
exploring our green spaces and 
ge�ing inspired in our cities.

Each accommodation 
provider is unique and those that 
have reopened have had to adapt 
depending on the nature of their 
business, including the size and 
type of accommodation.

But these changes mean it 
is safe for visitors to come and 
enjoy a change of scenery.

But even when we are away 
from home, we still need to 
follow the guidelines.

Speaking earlier this month, 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said: “As lockdown eases, we 
should focus on supporting the 
livelihoods of business owners 
and their employees up and 
down the country – all of whom 
are opening their doors for the 
first time in more than three 
months.

“They are our local 
restaurants, hairdressers, 
libraries, museums, cinemas, 
and yes, pubs. They are also 

Heidi and Stuart Cordner 
have reopened their self-
catering property on the 
shores of Loch Lomond and 
their family-run passenger 
cruise business, Cruise 
Loch Lomond.
The 10-person rental 
property is set in self-
contained grounds on the 
shore of the lake, and the 
Cordners hope guests 
will contribute to the local 
economy while being 
respectful.
They have implemented 
virus prevention measures 
in both the property and 
on the boats, including 

increased cleaning 
and social distancing 
procedures.
They have also invested 
in additional cleaning 
equipment and training for 
cleaning staff.
Passengers are asked 
to wear face coverings 
and book in advance, 
and capacity has been 
reduced to allow for social 
distancing.
“We live in a small 
community but we’re 
fortunate that there’s a 
lot of space and our main 
business is an outdoor 
activity,” said Mr Cordner.

Scotland’s colourful countryside, 
breathtaking beaches and 
glorious gardens are ready to 
welcome visitors this summer.
Many locations are reopening, but 
have restricted visitor numbers 
and pre-booked time slots, so we 
recommend looking at the official 
websites for a�ractions and 
organisations before you travel, 
so that you’re in the know before 
you go.
The national tourist organisations 
of Scotland, England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland have launched 
a UK-wide industry standard 

and ‘We’re Good to Go’ mark. 
The mark means businesses 
can demonstrate that they 
are adhering to the respective 
government and public health 
guidance, ensuring they can 
welcome visitors back with 
confidence.
Do remember that our four 
nations have different guidelines, 
advice and timescales for 
reopening tourism. Please respect 
government guidance on social 
distancing and also any regional 
lockdown measures that are 
provided by the respective nation.

Bliss on Loch Lomond

Take a trip with confidence

As lockdown eases, 
we should focus 
on supporting 
the livelihoods of 
business owners and 
their employees

People are being encouraged to enjoy summer safely by exploring 
destinations closer to home. Taking a holiday in the United Kingdom 
offers people the chance to uncover some stunning scenery, wonderful 
a�ractions and superb accommodation without having to jump on a 
plane. Here, we take a look at the type of places you can stay, the rules 
you need to follow and how to enjoy a great staycation.

visitbritain.com/know-before-you-go 

ALL ABOARD: Enjoy 
a water cruise on Loch 
Lommond.



Cool Camping is a 
curated website of small, 
independently-run camping 
and glamping sites across 
Wales and beyond.
Marketing manager James 
Warner Smith said: “Having 
campfires, spreading 
yourself out, being able to 
chat with the owner of the 
business who’ll be able to 
recommend a local pub – 
they’re all big parts of the 
appeal of camping.
“You’re much more likely to 
be pitching your tent among 
shrubs and long grass with a 
lot of space between you and 
your neighbours.”

The company has been 
working closely with 
campsites in Wales to ensure 
safety guidelines are met. 
At the moment, only self-
contained accommodation 
can open, so the website only 
allows those types of sites to 
be booked.
They’ve introduced a new 
feature on the website 
where each business 
can indicate what 
new safety 
measures they’ve 
put in place.
Among the most 
popular places 
among potential 

visitors is Pembrokeshire, 
with secluded spots outside 
of national parks all proving 
popular.  
n Wales is open for camping 
from 25 July.
Image (below) courtesy of Cool 
Camping

Camping perfect for keeping distance

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       

NORTHUMBERLAND’S 
OLDEST castle hotel, Langley 
Castle near Hexham, has 
reopened to visitors, with all 
the appropriate “defences” in 
place. The castle, which has 
survived a�acks by Border 
Reivers and a fire that le� it as 
a ruin for centuries, has again 
been buzzing with guests who 
have been impressed by the 

sanitary and social distancing 
measures that Langley has 
already put in place. The 
management team makes many 
arrangements upfront, such as 
menu choices and payments, 
as part of the social distancing 
procedures that are required. 
Other changes affect check-in 
and check-out times, to enable 
the housekeeping team to carry 

out deep cleans. Executive 
general manager Margaret 
Livingstone-Evans said: 
“We have stayed upbeat and 
optimistic and have managed to 
generate enquiries throughout 
lockdown, by being creative 
about the ways in which we 
can make things happen, in 
a safe way.”  More details  at 
langleycastle.co.uk

‘Defences’ in place as Castle 
reopens to the general public

LANGLEY CASTLE: Guests have been impressed by the sanitary and social distancing measures.

visitbritain.com/know-before-you-go 

Staycation
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Argyll College UHI works closely with 
the regional high schools delivering a 
range of courses which supplement the 
school's senior curriculum and give pu-
pils a taste of college life. Each year, the 
college selects local and overall school 
prize-winners and here we take a look 
at the 2020 winning group.

Erin Mulholland, fi � h year pupil at 
Arran High School was the prize-winner 
on Arran. Erin recently completed Skills 
for Work Childhood Prac� ce course at 
SCQF level fi ve, and was nominated by 
tutor Isobel MacDonald, who said: 'Erin 
is an extremely conscien� ous student. 
She is very caring and will take the � me 
to listen to others, contribu� ng well in 
class discussions.’

Erin said: 'I was happy to get the award 
and I loved the course; it has given me 
a clear idea of my future career choice.’

Ben MacDonald picked up the prize 
in Islay, having recently completed a 
Crea� ve Digital Media course at SCQF 
level four.

Islay High School head teacher, 
Stephen Harrison said: 'We’re ab-
solutely delighted for Ben and it’s 
great to see the commitment and 
eff ort that he has put into this course. 
I have no doubt that this will give 
him a great deal of confi dence going 
forward as he starts thinking about a 
career a� er school.  Well done, Ben!'

In Oban, Amy Cameron, who complet-
ed Skills for Work Hairdressing course, 
scooped the prize. Tutor, Lisa Johnston 
nominated Amy and said: ‘Throughout 
the year Amy has consistently pro-
duced wri� en and prac� cal work of 
the highest standard, she has worked 
above and beyond the requirements 
of the course.  Amy used her � me in 
class to con� nue developing her skills, 
regularly discussing and demonstra� ng 
the skills she was learning in her place 
of work with a passion that shows she 
will do very well working in the hair-
dressing industry.’

Amy said: 'I’m so thankful that I was 
able to receive this award, I wouldn’t 
have been able to do it without my 
friends from Trinity Hairdressers and 
my hairdressing tutor Lisa.  Thank you 
very much.’

Finally, Inveraray teenager Amy Owen 
beat s� ff  compe� � on to be named the 
overall Argyll College 2020 Schools Link 
Student of the Year.  Amy completed 
the Skills for Work Health Sector pro-
gramme, delivered for Lochgilphead 
Joint Campus senior students by Argyll 
College UHI.

Tutor Linda Brown said: ‘Amy em-
braced every opportunity and worked 
excep� onally well with the members 
of the MS Centre (Lochgilphead) group, 
Brain Fog. She supported them with 
ac� vi� es including Christmas party and 
charity events such as the Fire Walk 
where Amy helped with making posters 
and T shirts to promote the event.’

According to Claire Cameron (outreach 
worker, MS Centre Lochgilphead): ‘Amy 
did amazingly well and made a huge 
impression on everyone.  She became 
a trainer for Diges� ng Science and 
showed a lot of care and skill when de-
livering the training to other volunteers 
at the MS Centre.’

Amy said: ‘I was very shocked to re-
ceive the award but also very pleased, 
it’s been a great year and I had an 
amazing tutor!’

'Being human is 
more important 
than ever: my 
experience of 
delivering learn-
ing and teaching 
remotely for the 
past 15 years' - 

Dr Alice Mongiello, 
programme leader 
for the BA (Hons) Childhood Prac� ce and 
Graduate Appren� ceship in Early Learning 
and Childcare, University of the Highlands and 
Islands.

As colleges and universi� es across the UK 
come to terms with the suspension of face-to-
face teaching due to the Covid-19 pandemic, at 
the University of the Highlands and Islands, we 
knew we were in a be� er posi� on than most 
to adapt to this ‘new’ normal. A� er all, it is just 
what we do.

Our staff  have been delivering higher educa-
� on courses to students across the University 
partnership through a blended approach to 
teaching for more than 20 years, connec� ng 
learners across a vast geographical area though 
a combina� on of video conferencing, remote 
learning technologies and face-to-face teach-
ing. This innova� ve approach to learning and 
teaching is engrained in our culture and a key 
part of what makes our ter� ary partnership of 
13 colleges and research ins� tu� ons so unique.

As programme leader for the BA 
(Hons) Childhood Prac� ce and Graduate 
Appren� ceship in Early Learning and Childcare, 
my ‘old’ normal is the ‘new’ normal for so 
many educators as both courses are, and have 
always been, off ered fully online.  I am also 
responsible for delivering a Master’s module 
on the Theory and Prac� ce of eLearning – my 
doctoral research and more recent projects 
focus on the experience of online learning and 
the nature of online authen� c prac� ce.  I have 
also wri� en and presented numerous papers 
on the subject of online learning and teaching 
across the world.

Over the past 15 years, I have o� en found my-
self in discussion with colleagues who believe 
they need to develop a new skillset to deliver 
learning and teaching remotely.  However, from 
my experience, the technology is not the master 
that determines our success but rather it is the 
human connec� on within the online space and 
how we interact with our learners that ma� ers. 
O� en what is actually required is a change of 
mindset: the online context is just a diff erent 
classroom space.  Yes, of course, we do need 
to have an understanding of technology and 
the tools available, but our focus should be on 

crea� ng a space that fosters connec� ons and 
enables posi� ve learning experiences.

I have coined the phrases ‘humanising 
the machine’ and ‘becoming more human’.  
Ul� mately the key for delivering successfully 
online lies in an educator’s ability to build 
rela� onships and make connec� ons: skills that 
lie at the heart of the learning and teaching 
process regardless of the context. It is human 
connec� ons rather than the technology that 
promotes poten� al transforma� ve learning 
experiences; the technology merely off ers 
the pla� orm in which these experiences take 
place.

More recently I have been considering the 
concept of ‘love-led prac� ce’: where edu-
cators value their learners as fellow human 
beings, with their own unique characteris� cs, 
their own challenges and their own lives.  
Each learner comes with their own lived bi-
ographies.  Our role as online educators is to 
acknowledge this and recognise the ways in 
which this aff ects the overall learning process 
for our students.  It is therefore important that 
educators present a human online persona 
that aligns with who they are.  This fosters an 
environment which is based on trust, creates 
a space that is warm, caring, and compassion-
ate, and where learners feel safe to engage, 
learn and interact.  Whether face-to-face or 
online, the experience of learning may cause 
discomfort for our students, it may push them 
out of their comfort zone.  As an online educa-
tor you need support students to embrace the 
discomfort in an online space where they feel 
safe and secure to experience new things.

How you do this in a prac� cal sense is down 
to you as an individual, but, there are simple 
things you can do, such as using your students’ 
names during your interac� ons online, ge�  ng 
to know them and regularly checking in – al-
though you are not big brother, your role is not 
to ‘police’ the online space. Show your own 
personality – my cat and dogs regularly make 
an appearance –  make your sessions fun, 
show humour, create a social environment for 
students, share content that resonates, ensure 
you stay connected, and above all, commu-
nicate how you feel and what you think. The 
online space is not a place to hide but rather to 
be present, open and recognise that as humans 
we are far from perfect.  Being vulnerable 
makes us human and helps to break down the 
barriers students o� en face when they enter 
the online space.  As an online educator, you 
should also never underes� mate the impact 
the wri� en word can have on learners.

In a world where people feel less connected 
to their friends, families and colleagues, 
becoming more human online is even more 
important as we navigate through this crisis.

Argyll students of 
the year 2020

Early learning and childcare – 
Dr Alice Mongiello



5TH AUGUSTONLINE
OPEN DAY

It might feel like life is on hold right now, but
your future doesn’t have to be

Maybe you’re thinking about a change of career, or just    
want to find out what you can study from home?

We have over 20 years’ experience in providing distance     
and online learning. Book to speak to our friendly team!

ARGYLL.UHI.AC.UK/OPENDAY
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� is week at the key worker 
childcare hub, being held at 
Arran Outdoor Centre in 
Lamlash, the children have 
been kayaking, biking, sail-
ing and planting trees, writes 
Hugh Boag.

� ey also had a trip up to 

Cloudbase and made a � ag 
from individual paintings on 
sheets which they then sewed 
together.

Manager Ian Staples said: 
‘It’s been great to see so many 
happy, smiling faces back at 
the centre.’

Fun at the outdoor centre

Clockwise from above left, ready for the o� ; on the viewing platform at Glenashdale 
Falls; youngsters ready for a trip out to sea; two youngsters get aclimatised to the water. 

Above, the children don 
lifejackets and psych them-
selves up to go kayaking. 

Youngsters 
with their � ag 
made from 
individual 
paintings, 
left. 01_B31hub13

A team e� ort to get the kayaks into the water. 
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A new walking map has been 
produced to help visitors to 
Whiting Bay, writes Hugh 
Boag.

It is based on a popular 
lea�et/map produced some 
years ago in conjunction 
with Whiting Bay businesses. 
Although the network of path-
ways has not radically altered, 
it was out of date as businesses 
have changed over the years.

�e free Walk Your Way 
Round Whiting Bay lea�et 
gives details of the beautiful 
circular walks which can be 
taken in the village and the 
surrounding area.

Visitors who explore the 
pathways and rights of way fre-
quently ask directions or miss 
a turning but want to use ac-
knowledged routes to explore 
the countryside and access the 
magni�cent vistas out to sea 
from above the village

�e proposal to update the 
previous tourist information 
map stemmed from the 
Whiting Bay Memories week-

Helping you 
walk round 
Whiting Bay

Runners on one of the hill paths above Whiting Bay.

end in May 2019. Whiting Bay 
and Districts Improvements 
Association members agreed 
to take the proposal forward 
and have received match fund-
ing from the Arran Trust.

�e map was designed by 
local graphic designer Simon 
Ross-Gill who grew up in 
Whiting Bay and is himself an 
avid walker.

Simon said: ‘I was delighted 
to collaborate with WBDIA on 
this project to encourage more 
people to explore the village on 
foot.’

Association secretary Eric 
Kay said: ‘We are very proud of 
the quality of this new lea�et 
which was printed by Arran 
Graphics. It is clearer, brighter 
and easier to use than its 
predecessor.’

�e new lea�et will be dis-
tributed by shops in Whiting 
Bay and will also be available 
from the tourist desk on the 
MV Caledonian Isles and at 
Arran Tourist o�ce, when it 
reopens.

 The new Whiting Bay walking booklet. 

New tourism support funding welcomed
Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) has welcomed 
new support for the tourism 
sector as it continues to feel the 
impacts of the pandemic.

�e £14million Hotel 
Recovery Programme was 
announced on Wednesday by 
the Scottish Government.

HIE, Scottish Enterprise and 
South of Scotland Enterprise 

will begin taking expressions 
of interest in late August. 
Businesses that meet the 
criteria will be eligible for both 
grants and a holistic business 
review with bespoke support 
based on individual needs.

Charlotte Wright, chief exec-
utive of HIE, said: ‘Hotels are at 
the heart of our tourism sector, 
which is central to our regional 

economy and a vital source of 
rural employment.

‘�e hotel recovery pro-
gramme will help protect these 
jobs and support this impor-
tant network of businesses 
across our region recover from 
the impacts of the past few 
months.’

�e announcement also 
included a further £1million in 

grants, run by VisitScotland, 
for self-catering businesses that 
have not received any other 
Scottish Government Covid-19 
support.

Applications will open in 
early August and VisitScotland 
will work with �e Association 
of Scotland’s Self-Caterers 
(ASSC) to review applications 
received.

If you have any coronavirus symptoms, no matter how 
mild, you need to self-isolate and book a test right away 
at NHSinform.scot or by calling 0800 028 2816. 
Remember, if your symptoms worsen, call 111.

Self-isolating and getting tested is crucial to stop the 
virus spreading any further. 

It is important that we all do this, to protect ourselves, 
our loved ones and the hard-earned freedoms we are 
just getting back. 

For more information go to 
NHSinform.scot/test-and-protect

Get tested, stop the virus, save lives.
#WeAreScotland

Got coronavirus symptoms? 
Self-isolate and book a test now.
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Eco Savvy would like 
to invite islanders 
and visitors to a 
special bicycle- 
focused online 
event in their 
Savvy Film Club 
calendar – Cycle 
Shorts.

� is takes place on 
Tuesday August 4 at 7pm and 
will consist of four di� erent 
themed � lms about cycling, 
curated by ebike coordinator 
Andrew Binnie.

He said: ‘Join us on a virtual 
bike trip from London to Utah 
via the Scottish Highlands!

‘� rough these four � lms we 
will take a look at cycling from 
very di� erent perspectives, 
from old school bike touring 
to how cycling can celebrate 
and empower the di� erences 
in people, to discovering new 
landscapes and freedom, and 
� nally, to pushing the human 
mind and body in endurance 
cycling.

‘Even if you are not “into” 
biking we are sure there 
is something in here for 
everyone!’

� e Savvy Film Club 
was born when 

lockdown started 
as a way to spread 
some positivity 
and provide a 
c o n s t r u c t i v e 

distraction while 
people’s lives were 

limited. � e Cycle Shorts 
screening will mark the 20th 
online � lm screening Eco 
Savvy have organised, with 
the � lm club growing in pop-
ularity each week.

� e format is very simple 
– just email ruth.ecosavvy@
gmail.com to say you would 
like to watch the � lms and on 
Tuesday you will be emailed 
links and instructions on how 
to watch from the comfort of 
your own home.

Following the � lms every-
one is also invited to join the 
informal chat online to give 
opinions on the � lms and an-
ything that has been inspired 
from watching.

 Don’t miss next week’s 
Banner for more exciting Eco 
Savvy cycling news.

Screening set for Eco 
Savvy cycling shorts

Researchers have returned 
to Lamlash Bay to carry out 
vital work which, for the last 
decade, has been tracking 
the recovery of marine life in 
the No Take Zone and wider 
Marine Protected Area.

From now until the end of 
August, � sherman Ian Cusick 
and the Skipness Smokehouse 
boat � e Promise (UL59) will 
be assisting University of York 
researcher Dr Bryce Stewart to 
conduct this year’s crustacean 
surveys.

A spokeswoman for the 
Community of Arran Seabed 
Trust (COAST) said: ‘� e 
Promise has been granted 
special derogation to conduct 
these surveys with Bryce and 
his team within the Lamlash 
Bay No Take Zone - so please 
do not be alarmed if you seem 
him placing or hauling creels 

there. All animals will be 
returned to the sea unharmed 
and we hope to break records 
of bumper lobsters again this 
year!’

� e derogation allows for 
the temporary removal of 
organisms from the Lamlash 
Bay NTZ and South Arran 
MPA for scienti� c purposes. 

Sampling is by means of six 
string creels (� ve creels per 
string), inside and outside the 
NTZ on six di� erent dates 
during the speci� ed period.

Researchers return 
to Lamlash Bay

Ian Cusick at work on board The Promise, owned by Tim James of Skipness Smokehouse.

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

> Argyll & The Islands longest 
serving and most trusted 
independent septic tank 
service. 

> Competitive and fair pricing.

> Installation & Groundworks 
can be arranged.

> GWS LTD is registered with & 
regulated by SEPA.

> CCTV Drain Surveys

> Drain Jetting

Please email Graeme at: 
gwsolutions@hotmail.co.uk
Contact: 07788 233119
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Sir,
I remember the day the 
Livadia was launched. � e 
excitement was intense. Some 
prophets said she would 
turn turtle, but she slipped 
beautifully into the water. 
Captain J Cumming, father 
of Dr J B Cumming, � e 
Creagan, Bellahouston, was 
in command. He ran her 
trials and took her to Brest to 
hand her over to the Russian 
Government.

Arran folks were keenly 
interested, as the Duchess 
of Hamilton (mother of the 
Duchess of Montrose) enter-
tained the Russian Princes at 
Brodick Castle, and Captain 
Cumming was an Arran man. 
� e Duchess named the yacht.

When crossing the Channel 
a man was electrocuted 
by touching a live wire. I 
remember being told of the 

great beauty of the Russian 
funeral service as the body 
was committed to the deep. 
� e yacht hove to during the 
solemn hour.

I have noticed many elderly 
men looking at the model of 

the Livadia and recalling the 
sunny day when the Russians 
were in Govan and the name 
Livadia was in everyone’s 
mouth.

I am, etc.,
Ishbel.

Arran and its 
Russian ship 
connection

A full hull ship model of the steam yacht Livadia is housed at the Riverside Museum in 
Glasgow. Photograph:  Glasgow Museums Collection.

Arran Banner reader James Jack of Lochranza was clearing out some of his belong-
ings when he came across a newspaper cutting from The Glasgow Herald dated 
August 18, 1938. Written by a distant relative named only as Ishbel, the clipping 
is a letter to the editor in which Ishbel recalls the launching of the Russian Czar 
Alexander II’s new yacht – Livadia, which was built and launched by John Elder and 
Co in Govan in 1880 – and the many Arran connections associated with it.  Although 
Livadia was written o�  in 1926 and later scrapped, the model of the ship, built in 
1880 by Mr James Cameron, is still kept at the Riverside Museum. Alexander II was 
assassinated on March 13, 1881 and never sailed on the imperial yacht.

The model of the ship resides in the Riverside Museum in 
Glasgow.

Shop to ship – plan to help 
island businesses stay a� oat
A ‘shop to ship’ initiative has 
been launched to help shore-
based businesses get goods 
to tourists onboard visiting 
vessels.

Following the pandemic, 
the idea aims to help small 
businesses in remote areas and 
islands to carry on trading 
with visitors arriving by sea, 
while also respecting the con-
cerns of communities about 
those stepping ashore.

It aims to promote the ad-
vanced order and purchase of 
local seafood, fresh food, arts 
and cra� s, with arrangements 
made between the business 
and visitor for the safe drop 
o�  and collection from quays, 
ports and harbours.

� e idea is sailors visiting 
the area use a dedicated 
website in advance to � nd out 
about shore-based food and 
cra�  producers then make 
arrangements.

It is hoped the move will 
help in the economic recovery 
of remote rural and island 
destinations which have been 
hard hit by the lockdown and 
rely on visitors.

Sail Scotland, a membership 
group for the marine tourism 
industry, is behind the idea.

Its web-based portal will 
allow businesses to promote 
beer, wines and spirits, local 
seafood, fresh foods, meats, 
bakery, dairy, takeaways, 
groceries, household items and 
arts and cra� s to customers 
arriving by sea.

Alan Rankin, chief executive 
of Sail Scotland, said: ‘A key 
element of the Scottish sailing 
experience is the world-class 
food and drink available 
through shore-side businesses. 
� is pilot initiative is aimed to 
enhance the sailing experience 
and o� er vital sales to coastal 
and island businesses.’

Tourism Secretary Fergus 
Ewing said: ‘It also enables in-
dividual businesses and their 
communities to be recognised 
as welcoming destinations, 
with the processes tailored 
precisely to local circum-
stances and built in from the 
beginning.’

� e further easing of 
lockdown allows yachts and 
boats to visit remote areas and 

islands. Safe Sailing guide-
lines have been published 
by Sail Scotland which asks 
visiting yachts to Respect 
the Destination by planning 
ahead, making a considered 
arrival and thinking local.

Sail Scotland said no two 
destinations are the same so 
the platform aims to connect 
the producer and the consum-
er as easily as possible.

Fiona Richmond, head of 
regional food at Scotland 
Food and Drink, said: ‘With 
restrictions beginning to un-
wind and businesses seeking 
to � nd new ways of working, 
it’s great to see innovative 
initiatives like the Shop to Ship 
marketplace, which provides a 
fantastic digital platform for 
local businesses to reach new 
customers.’

� e Shop to Ship campaign 
will be promoted widely by 
Sail Scotland, Scotland Food 
and Drink and others.

Businesses can register at 
w w w. s a i l s c ot l a nd .c o .u k /
registration. It includes free 
associate membership of Sail 
Scotland.
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

In June this year there were 
two reports of gulls with rings 
on their legs on Arran.

Both were lesser black-
backed gulls, a familiar bird 
round the coast in the summer. 
� is species is in decline. Both 
birds had coloured Darvic 
rings enabling the bird to be 
identi� ed at a distance.

Bird 0J5:C was photographed 
in a garden in Lamlash on 
June 11. � is bird had been 
ringed in Kildonan on July 
2 2017. In winter it had been 
photographed in El Franco, 
Austarias, Spain, on November 
29, 2018.

Bird 4MB:C was seen in Porta 
Buidhe, Kildonan, on June 9. 
Its history was more extensive 
than the bird above. It also had 
been ringed in Kildonan, in 
the ringer’s garden, on June 24, 
2014.

In winter, on November 21, 
2014, it was on Pinto land� ll 
site, Madrid, Spain, where 
it was photographed. On 
February 12, 2015, it was at the 
same location in Spain.

� e next report was Porta 
Buidhe, Kildonan, on July 14, 
2018 and almost exactly a year 

Gulls with rings on Arran

later, on July 16, 2019, it was at 
the same location.

In the winter, on January 
6, 2020, it was back on Pinto 
land� ll site, Madrid, Spain, be-
fore returning to Porta Buidhe, 
Kildonan, on June 9.

It is always a sense of wonder 
to me how birds migrate 
regularly so precisely from one 
location to another.

� e ringers on Arran, part of 
the Clyde ringing group, start-
ed putting coloured Darvic 
rings on gulls in 2014.

To date on Arran they have 
ringed 204 lesser black-backed 
gulls, 218 herring gulls, 63 
common gulls and 21 great 
black-backed gulls.

� e collective information 
received on the ringed Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls gives an 

insight into bird migration. 
� e lesser black-backed gulls 
birds breeding in the west of 
Scotland are heading south 
via Ireland to winter mainly 
in coastal Portugal and Spain 
with some moving further 
south to Morocco, Senegal and 
Gambia – see map.

Young non-breeding birds 
have also been reported in 
the summer from France and 
Holland. � ese younger birds 
do not make the complete mi-
gration back to their breeding 
areas until about four years 
old. Information from ringed 
birds helps not only to give 
an insight into this migration 
but also helps to increase 
understanding of population 
changes and the possible caus-
es of population decline.

You can help. Bird ringing in 
Britain and Ireland is organ-
ised and co-ordinated by the 
British Trust for Ornithology. 
A network of more than 2,400 
trained and licensed volun-
teers currently ring more than 
800,000 birds every year.

If you come across any 
birds with rings, please pass 
on the information through 

Bird 0J5:C photographed in Lamlash, Arran, in June 2020. Photograph: Sue Archer.

Bird 0J5:C photographed in Austarias, Spain, in November 
2018. Photograph: Gilberto S Jardon.

A map showing where birds ringed on Arran 
have been reported in winter.

Bird 4MB:C photographed in a refuse tip in 
Madrid, Spain. Photograph: Javier Marchamato

EURING https://euring.org 
Groups of gulls are worth an 
extra look to see if you can spot 
and read a colour ringed bird. 
All sightings of colour ringed 
gulls are welcome, even of 
birds that seem to be resident 
in an area. 

Please share information on 
any ringed birds seen with 
local ringer Terry Southall, 
email address terrysouth-
all789@btinternet.com

Enjoy your birding and keep 
safe.

Please send any bird notes 
with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk. 

I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

For more information on 

birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Report, � e 
� rst 40 years, which includes 

the annual report for 2019 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk
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During these unprecedented 
times our local retailers, arti-
sans, food outlets and hotels 
have been working hard behind 
the scenes to ensure that your 
experience is safe, secure and 
welcome.

Please remember to be patient, 
be kind and adhere to premises 
and government guidelines.

People must, by law, wear a 
face covering in retail environ-
ments and on public transport 
and public transport prem-
ises, such as airports, train 
and bus stations. � is applies 
to open air train stations, 
but not to bus stops. (www.
gov.scot/publications/coro-
navirus-covid-19-phase-3-
staying-safe-and-protecting-
others/pages/face-coverings?

Please spare a thought that 
by supporting local shops, be 
they locally owned or national 
retailers, you are sustaining 
the local economy. � ey all 
employ local people and sus-
tain families. Yes, it’s easy to 
click, click, click online, but if 
we don’t support our own local 
shops, restaurants, and pubs, 
they may not be sustainable.
 Supporting the economy! 
– Research shows that for 
every £1 spent with a small or 
medium-sized business, 63p 
stayed in the local company.
 It is the ethical choice! – 
When you shop at the local 
butchers, bakers, farm shops 
and producers, it is likely that 
a percentage of the produce 
has had a short journey, less 

packaging and contains more 
nutrients.
 Unique is the best! – 
Independent shops o� en sell 
locally-made gi� s that aren’t 
available in more commercial 
outlets. Local shops also 
support artists and designers, 
local authors and artisans. 
Buy something unique to your 
area!
 Charity matters! – Local 
businesses o� en hold charity 
events, social groups and 
community gatherings in aid of 
charities that are closer to home 
to the bene� t of the community. 

Let’s help keep our area a safe 
place and please remember 
the Scottish advice on face 
coverings.

SHOP 
LOCAL

STAY 
LOCAL

EAT 
LOCAL

Why keep it within 
the community?



Any word found in the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary (Tenth Edition) is 
eligible with the following 
exceptions: proper nouns; plural 
nouns, pronouns and possessives; 
third person singular verbs; 
hyphenated words; contractions 
and abbreviations; vulgar slang 
words; variant spellings of the 
same word (where another variant 
is also eligible).

 3. Look out for high tar 
content! (5-4)

 7. Girl returned the bad ball (5)
 8. Praiseworthy double turn by 

a politician (9)
 9. Old boat upended by 

gangster in settlement (5)
 10. Footballer, one prepared to 

use a brush perhaps (7)
 13. Grade for many a girl (5)
 14. Colloquially speaking, it 

isn’t an infection (5)
 16. Such a jewel has not been 

reduced in price (5)
 17. Cry for donkey kept at 

festive occasion (7)
 21. Loafer left in dire trouble (5)
 22. Weak and unsupported at 

the back (9)
 23. Before one I had to return 

the fool (5)
 24. Replace a nice load in 

ancient land (9)
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19
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16

21

23

5

11

15
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 1. Opener going round in 
circles (9)

 2. High spots of an Asian tour, 
no doubt (9)

 3. Musician in small room is 
fi rst trumpet (7)

 4. Her husband is late (5)
 5. Inert compound used in 

gunpowder (5)
 6. Supply free verse (5)
 10. Shed light (5)
 11. China April once 

smashed (9)
 12. About to say again and 

again (9)
 15. A unit is exchanged in this 

country (7)
 18. First of a series of  letters 

from Athens (5)
 19. Look around poles in order 

to understand (5)
 20. White House up north (5)

ACROSS DOWN

1

9

11

14

17

23

28

30

11

2

18

3

15

21

10

12

19

31

4

13

16

26

29

13

24

5

8

10

20

22

5

20

6

25

7

28
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QUICK CROSSWORD

2 1
7 5
8 6 9

3 8 2
5 3 8

2 9
4 9 3
3 9 7 5 4

3 8

4 6 3 9 1
8 9 1 4 7
7 8 3
9 8 6

8 7 5
2 4 7 8

2 8 4 3 7
3 1
4 5 6 1

24 13 21 2 2 22 18 6 14 12 18 10

13 21 21 16 25 22

23 22 9 22 2 1 22 16 23 8 21

16 22 5 16 18 2 17 18 12 16

17 7 15 23 9 1 21 13

19 21 18 13 22 2 18 12 6 22 2

21 12 17 25 12 16 12 6 22

8 21 7 22 16 9 11 23 2 7 6

8 23 25 21 6 16 22 12

23 12 9 6 7 12 4 12 11 6

9 1 22 2 20 21 9 23 13 20 23

22 9 23 1 9 26

6 17 23 16 16 2 21 8 3 21 1 22

Each number in our Cross Code grid represents a different letter 
of the alphabet. You have three letters in the control grid to start 
you off. Enter them in the appropriate squares in the main grid, 
then use your knowledge of words to work out which letters 
should go in the missing squares.
As you get the letters, fill in other squares with the same number 
in the main grid and control grid. Check off the alphabetical list of 
letters as you identify them.

How many words of four 
letters or more can you 
make from this 
Nonagram? Each word 
must use the central letter, 
and each letter may be 
used only once. At least 
one word using all nine 
letters can be found.
Guidelines:

NONAGRAM

Place the four signs (add, 
subtract, multiply, divide) 
one in each circle so that 
the total of each across 
and down line is the same. 
Perform the first calculation in each 
line first and ignore the mathematical 
law which says you should always 
perform division and multiplication 
before addition and subtraction.

  7  9
 10  1  1
  1  1
 8  1  1
  3  1

EQUALISER
Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.Easy Hard

Spell out a 15-letter word or 
phrase by moving from one 
chamber to another within 
the pyramid. You may 
only enter each of the 
chambers once and 
may only proceed 
through openings 
in the walls. The 
first letter may 
appear in any 
chamber.

     S

    O  T

   O  R  I

  D  O  P  U

 T  U  U  R  S

Using all 16 letters of the phrase above, form 
four words each of four letters which will fit in the 
grid to form a magic square in which the words 
can be read both horizontally and vertically.

I KISSED – I’M MARRIED!

WORD PYRAMID

MAGIC SQUARE

Here are two 
miniature five-
square 
crosswords 
using the same 
grid – but the 
letters have 
been mixed up. 
You have to 
work out which 
letters belong 
to which 
crossword.

 LH OU UR GS YE

 AO  NI  IN

 TR UE FV UT ES

 EV  EA  LU

 LA IO DL EG DE

FIVE ALIVE

No. 5174

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
1

R
2 3 4 5

S
6 7 8 9 10 11

O
12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 A I M 
 C P U 
 N I L

15 Good; 18 Very Good; 
21 Excellent.

 1. In May 1997, John Prescott 
was appointed to which 
Cabinet offi  ce?

 2. The name of the dinosaur 
triceratops literally means 
what?

 3. What event is celebrated in 
France as a national holiday on 
July 14?

 4. The TV cartoon family The 
Simpsons live in which town?

 5. Which Asian island is home to 
a race of people known as 
Dyaks?

Quiz Challenge
 6. How often is the Cricket World 

Cup held?

 7. Which North African country is 
the closest in distance to Italy?

 8. “When I fi nd myself in times of 
trouble” is the opening lyric of 
which Beatles song?

 9. Actress Charlize Theron was 
born in which country?

 10. Which style of arched window 
takes its name from a surgical 
instrument?

Your daily puzzle challenge
CROSS CODE CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

ACROSS
 1. Over-confident (8)
 5. Ring (4)
 9. Gap filler (7)
 10. Panache (5)
 11. Protection (5)
 13. Pardonable (6)
 15. Vertical (5)
 17. Recreational 

area (4)
 19. Raced (3)
 20. Overtake (4)
 21. Blood 

ingredient (5)
 23. Shun (6)

 24. Drench (5)
 28. Throng (5)
 29. Oblivious (7)
 30. Melody (4)
 31. Respectful (8)
DOWN
 1. Price (4)
 2. Packing case (5)
 3. Assist (anag.) (6)
 4. Ceremony (4)
 6. Wind 

instrument (7)
 7. Immobilise (8)
 8. Propose (5)

 12. Mouselike 
animal (5)

 13. Planet (5)
 14. Short-arm 

blow (8)
 16. Listening 

organ (3)
 18. American 

mammal (7)
 21. Sordid (5)
 22. Confidence (6)
 25. Shovel (5)
 26. Solid square (4)
 27. Warmth (4)

This puzzle page is supplied by 
Sirius Media Services. 
To try our new puzzle, 
Zygolex, go to 
www.zygolex.com
© Sirius Media Services Ltd
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QUIZ CHALLENGE: 1 Deputy Prime Minister; 2 Three-horned face; 3 The storming of the Bastille during the French Revolution; 4 Springfield; 
5 Borneo; 6 Every four years; 7 Tunisia; 8 Let it Be; 9 South Africa; 10 Lancet.

ampul; camp; caplin; clamp; clap; clip; 
clump; impi; lamp; limp; lipa; lump; 
lupin; MUNICIPAL; nipa; pail; pain; 
palm; panic; pica; pilau; plain; plan; 
plica; plum; pula; puli; puma; puna; 
uncap.

EQUALISER:
Clockwise from top 
left – subtract; 
multiply; divide; 
add. Total: 9.

465327918
328915476
917648352
549876123
872193645
136254789
281469537
653781294
794532861

532891674
974326851
186457329
743518962
695234187
821769435
467182593
318975246
259643718

WORD PYRAMID:
Outdoor pursuits.

MAGIC SQUARE: 
amid; mire; iris; 
desk.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD: 

QUICK CROSSWORD: 
Across – 1 Cocksure; 5 Hoop; 9 Sealant; 10 Flair; 11 Aegis; 13 
Venial; 15 Sheer; 17 Park; 19 Ran; 20 Pass; 21 Serum; 23 
Eschew; 24 Souse; 28 Crowd; 29 Unaware; 30 Tune; 31 
Reverent.
Down – 1 Cost; 2 Crate; 3 Stasis; 4 Rite; 6 Ocarina; 7 Paralyse; 8 
Offer; 12 Shrew; 13 Venus; 14 Uppercut; 16 Ear; 18 Raccoon; 21 
Seedy; 22 Morale; 25 Spade; 26 Cube; 27 Heat.

Across – 3 Crow’s-nest; 7 Olive; 8 Laudatory; 9 Kraal; 10 
Sweeper; 13 Class; 14 Taint; 16 Uncut; 17 Wassail; 21 Idler; 22 
Spineless; 23 Idiot; 24 Caledonia.
Down – 1 Corkscrew; 2 Himalayas; 3 Cellist; 4 Widow; 5 Nitre; 6 
Serve; 10 Spill; 11 Porcelain; 12 Reiterate; 15 Tunisia; 18 Alpha; 
19 Sense; 20 Igloo.

(1) 

(2)

Across – Lurgy; Revue; Ailed.
Down – Larva; Rival; Yield.
Across – House; Tufts; Lodge.
Down – Hotel; Unfed; Ensue.

EASY SUDOKUHARD SUDOKU

CROSS CODE

FIVE ALIVE: 

NONAGRAM: 

SOLUTIONS
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THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday August 5, 2000

Last week it was Lochranza 
and this week Whiting Bay 
was the place to be for fun. 
�roughout the 1980s, the 
village held a fun week every 
summer, but by 1994 it had 
fallen into abeyance. �is year 
it appears to have risen from 
the ashes and, a�er a variety of 
activities during the week, the 
fun came to a climax over the 
weekend.

A race at the children’s swimming gala held at the Cooper Angus caravan park. 01_B31tweY03

All the entrants in the fancy dress competition with judge Betty Ure. 01_B31tweY05 Fun days in 
Whiting Bay

Runners set o� at the start 
of the road race. 01_B31tweY04

Arran Highland Dancers entertaining the crowd with a Highland �ing are Alison Marr, Fiona 
Clarke, Lindsey Thomson and Zara McKay. 01_B31tweY01

The tug-of-war. 01_B31tweY02

Right: Overall winner of the 
dog show was Mouse with 
owner Sandy McGovern. 
01_B31tweY06
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BANNER CLASSIFIEDS
TAXI SERVICES

FUEL SERVICES

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

SELF STORAGE

PERSONAL NOTICES

PROPERTY

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

 

 

 

 

 

 
Find our properties at: 

 

  
 

 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial conduct Authority for Financial Services  

 

As both Solicitor and Estate Agent  
we combine Marketing, Legal and Financial Expertise to deliver a 

seamless, effective and comprehensive service from initial 
valuation to final sale. 

If you are thinking of selling your home, please contact our Estate 
Agency Team for more information or to arrange a no obligation 

Valuation on Tel: 01770 302027 
ARRAN OFFICE ADDRESS: Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick, KA27 8AJ 

As both Solicitor and Estate Agent

E S T A T E   A G E N T S 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice 
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

RECRUITMENT

To Pat and Keith Congratulations on your 
Golden Wedding Anniversary (1st August, 1970) 

Lots of love and best wishes 
from all your family & friends on Arran

 and from across the water.

VACANCY 

CONSTRUCTION YARD & FUEL STATION ATTENDANT

John Thomson Construction ‐ Lamlash Yard
Immediate start ‐ Full time permanent position

Knowledge of construction materials and forklift 
experience advantageous but not essential.

CVs to mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk
Tel: 01770 600 242

VACANCY 

GROUNDWORKER / GENERAL LABOURER

John Thomson Construction
Immediate start - Full time permanent position

Experience in groundworks would be 
advantageous but not essential.

CVs to mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk
Tel: 01770 600 242

WANTED
1 or 2 bedroom house to rent
for couple relocating to Arran

No smokers, no pets
Please call 07926 984552GOLDEN WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY

Arran Community and Voluntary Services
Arran Project Development O�  cer
Salary: £21,912.66 pro rata
30 hours per week
Fixed for one year - based on Isle of Arran
We are seeking to recruit an enthusiastic team member with the 
ability to establish, promote and develop community projects.  
Speci� cally, the candidate will be responsible for Befriending 
Arran and Dementia Friendly Arran projects and will have previous 
project management/development experience.

Verbal and written communication skills are essential and 
applicants should also have experience of 
� nancial control and good IT skills.

For a recruitment pack contact Carol 
Norton on 01770 600611 or email 
carol.norton@arrancvs.org.uk

Closing date for applications 
Friday 14th August 2020.             
     Funded by: 

applicants should also have experience of 
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KA Leisure, which runs all 
the sports facilities in North 
Ayrshire, including the Arran 
Campus, is facing a £2.8 million 
black hole.

�at is the predicted loss of 
income for the current �nancial 
year as the closure of its facili-
ties during the current corona-
virus pandemic has presented 
many �nancial and operational 
challenges.

However, as other facilities 
begin opening up there is no 
word yet on the Arran Campus, 
including the outdoor astroturf 
pitch and gym.

A KA Leisure spokesman 
said: ‘We are still awaiting con-
�rmation regarding operating 
within NAC school estate, as 
soon as we have information 
we will advise customers of the 
reopening schedule of these 
facilities.’

‘Over the past few months, we 
have been developing our own 
plans, detailing how services 
and programmes will restart 
and reopen in line with the 
government’s decisions with 
the overriding consideration 
being sta� and customers safety 
and wellbeing.

‘�e coronavirus pandemic 
has signi�cantly impacted our 
service provision and our �nan-

cial position. KA Leisure is a 
not-for-pro�t organisation and 
a registered Scottish Charity, 
we rely on customer income 
and a �nancial contribution 
from North Ayrshire Council 
to deliver our services and we 
utilise any surpluses generated 
from our day-to-day operations 
to reinvest in facilities and 
services.

‘Working in partnership 
during these uncertain times is 
more important than ever. We 
are grateful to North Ayrshire 
Council for their continued 
support and guidance during 

this time. To ensure we meet 
the needs and expectations of 
our North Ayrshire communi-
ties as best we can under these 
Covid-19 circumstances we 
will continue to engage with 
the council and other relevant 
partners to ensure we operate 
facilities and deliver services 
safely in accordance with pub-
lished guidelines.

‘Although these are still 
incredibly di�cult times, our 
teams across the organisation 
have continued, where possible, 
to support communities across 
North Ayrshire. Since lock-

down began our expert �tness 
and wellbeing teams took 
early action to put the tools and 
platforms in place to enable our 
�tness o�ering to go online and 
continue to support our most 
vulnerable customers. While 
behind the scenes members of 
the team complete essential and 
critical functions to enable us 
to resume activities and reopen 
venues when it is safe to do so.

‘We hope you have been 
enjoying the variety of �tness 
classes available and have had 
the opportunity to join us on a 
virtual walk.’

�e Ayr Gold Cup, Scotland’s 
most famous and prestigious 
�at race, is to be shown live on 
ITV 1 on Saturday September 
19 – the �rst time the iconic 
sprint has been on the main 
platform since ITV Racing 
took over coverage of the sport 
in 2017.

In addition three other races 
from the feature day of the 
Ayr Gold Cup Festival will 
be screened live, including 
Scotland’s only group race 
the Firth Of Clyde Stakes 
and the Doonside Cup Listed 
race, which moves back to the 
Saturday this year a�er being 
run on the opening day of the 
meeting for several years.

Previously the Gold Cup and 
supporting races have been 
screened on ITV 4 but the 
move to the main channel will 

mean the action will reach a 
larger television audience.

�e move also means 
Scotland’s biggest Flat 
meeting joins the country’s 
premier jumps �xture, the 
Coral Scottish Grand National 
on ITV 1 where in April 2019 
a record 1.2 million viewers 

tuned in to view the famous 
race.

Welcoming the news of 
the switch to ITV 1, Ayr 
Racecourse managing direc-
tor David Brown said: ‘�is 
is exciting news and I am de-
lighted that Scotland’s biggest 
and best day’s Flat racing will 

now have four of its top races 
shown on ITV’s main channel, 
which has a huge audience 
reach and provides sponsors 
with a perfect opportunity to 
promote their brand .

‘We know from experience 
how popular the Coral Scottish 
Grand National has proved on 
ITV 1 and I am certain this 
success will be replicated by 
the Gold Cup as it switches 
channels. ITV has proved time 
and time again since taking 
over coverage of British racing 
that they provide the perfect 
showcase for the sport with 
their top presenters headed by 
Ed Chamberlin providing an 
interesting and informative 
approach to racing.’

Ayr hopes to be able to host a 
small crowd at the racecourse 
on the day for the event.

The Ayr Gold Cup will be shown live on ITV 1.

Ayr Gold Cup receives top ITV billing

Arran Campus remains 
closed as KA Leisure 
faces £2.8m black hole

KA Leisure 
manages 
the sporting 
facilities at the 
Arran Campus 
at Arran 
High School. 
01_B31campus01

With regret, due to the threat of Covid-19,
ALL CHURCH SERVICES ARE 

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, Brodick, Corrie,

Lochranza, Pirnmill and Shiskine
Although the Church is still closed an internet

service at 11 a.m. Sunday morning and over 
the rest of the week can be received at

www.brodickchurch.org or  
www.stmoliosshiskine.org.uk
Please note that Brodick Church

is still accessible for the Food bank.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
�ere will be a Saturday Vigil Mass on 1st August  

and a Sunday Morning Mass on 2nd August”
Capacity will be severely limited. Priority will be given to 

parishioners. Social distancing and hygiene restrictions will be in 
place, including the wearing of face coverings.

ATTENDANCE WILL BE BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL 
BOOKING ONLY. Tel 600595 or email peterdwilko@gmail.com. 

Please do not attend Mass if you have not made a booking.
IF YOU ARE SHIELDING, DISPLAYING ANY COVID 19 
SYMPTOMS OR FEELING UNWELL, PLEASE DO NOT 

COME TO CHURCH AT THIS TIME. THE OBLIGATION 
TO ATTEND SUNDAY MASS REMAINS SUSPENDED

Mass from Bishop’s House, Oban can still be accessed at 
10am daily at www.rcdai.org.uk

Bless O Lord this Isle of Arran
St Roch, patron of the sick, Pray for us

Our Lady of the Isles, Pray for us
St Columba, Pray for us

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay
Sunday 2nd August

Ninth Sunday a�er Trinity
Holy Communion – 11 am.

Revd Adrian Fallows
ALL WELCOME

We will observe strict SEC 
guidelines

EVERY DAY
Eco Savvy and Co-op food 
share at Big Co, Brodick and 
Lamlash 8.15pm

WHAT’S ON 

PRIVATE SALES

CHURCH NOTICES 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
MCNICOL - Henry. Eunice 
and the family wish to thank 
everyone who attended 
Henry’s �nal journey and for 
all the cards and expressions of 
sympathy. Grateful thanks to 
Arran Medical Group and the 
Arran War Memorial Hospital. 
�anks to David and Clair 
Hendry and special thanks 
to Rev Angus Adamson. £510 
was raised for the Isle of Arran 
AFC. �ank you all.

WANTED
VINYL RECORDS -  Wanted 
vinyl records. Good and 
accurate prices paid for well 
looked after records. No 
classical or easy listening. 
All other genres considered. 
Contact Jamie on 07983 
624634 or 01770 600969

FOR SALE
ASSORTED DOVES - £5 
each. Call for further informa-
tion 01770 860358
QUALITY HY-LINE POINT 
OF LAY PULLETS - Tel 
Colin: 07968 259502
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Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday July 22, 
� e McLintock Cup. 
Unfortunately, for one of our 
most popular holiday time 
trophies, a wet morning meant 
a much reduced � eld of nine 
competed in the evening.

CSS stayed at 63 and de-
spite the conditions,  Ryan 
Armstrong and Nicol Auld 
produced sparkling golf to 
each better that by three shots 
with Ryan Prevailing on a 
better inward half. 1 Ryan 
Armstrong (8) 60 acb; 2 Nicol 
Auld (5) 60 and lowest gross; 
3 Graeme Crichton (12) 61; 4 
Gus MacLeod (14) 62. � ere 
were no magic twos.

Saturday July 25, � e 
Ballantyne Cup. Part one 
of our ‘Not Quite the Open’ 
weekend got o�  to a � ying start 
with � ne weather and a good 
� eld of 29 players for one of our 
oldest trophies, � e Ballantyne 
Cup dating from 1909.

Scoring was good with the 
top six players beating par and 
CSS came down to 62. David 
Blair returned a � ne score of 
57 that gave him a four stroke 
cushion over second-placed 
Alan Foggo. 1 David Blair 
(14) 57; 2 Alan Foggo (5) 61 
acb and lowest gross; 3 Craig 
Buchanan (13) 61 acb; 4 Scott 
Murray (10) 61 acb.  Magic 
twos were returned as follows: 
Ryan Armstrong at the 2nd 
and 16th; Jamie Macpherson 
at the 4th and 9th and Graeme 
Mack  at 16th.

Sunday July 26, � e Eric 
Wood Stableford. Part two 
of our ‘Not Quite the Open’ 

weekend and we weren’t 
so lucky with the weather, 
although bright sunshine in 
the a� ernoon more than made 
up for the heavy rain that 
welcomed the morning play-
ers. Nevertheless a good � eld 
of 36 played and CSS stayed 
at 63/36 Stableford points. 1 
Ben McGregor (10) 39 points; 
2 David Morrison (13) 38; 3 
Alan Foggo (5) 37 acb; 4 Scott 
Murray (10) 37. 

Scott Murray bagged the only 
magic two of the day at the 3rd 
and 4th.

Sunday July 26, � e Eric 
Wood Ladies Stableford. Seven 
ladies played in their version 
of the Eric Wood Stableford 
and took full advantage of the 
glorious a� ernoon weather. 1 
Lynda Blair (23) 38 points; 2 
Jackie Nisbet (23) 31; 3 Flora 
Jean Mack (27) 30. CSS was 
64/35pts and no magic twos 
were scored.

Following the Sunday golf, 
Lesley Wood said: ‘It is 20 
years since Eric passed away, 
so it was great to see such a 
great turn out for the compe-
titions, ladies and gents, and 
lovely that many people still 
remember Eric and his passion 
for golf and encouragement to 
all who played. 

‘� anks to everyone involved 
for supporting the competition 
and in particular to Doreen 
Mainds of � e Tartan Tablet 
Company for donating 
tablet and Brian Adair to 
treating the ladies to Prosecco. 
Congratulations to Lynda for 
an excellent round and anoth-
er handicap cut.’

� e club joins Lesley in her 
words of appreciation and 
thanks her and her family 
for continuing to support 
the ‘Erics’. � eir popularity 
is perhaps best measured by 
the number of players keen to 
participate each year.

� anks also to the many 
sponsors and donors whose 
generosity helped to make the 

weekend feel almost like � e 
Open. � ere are too many to 
name here but everyone knows 
who they are. � anks also to 
the players who played and 
paid, on top of their annual 
subs it must be remembered, 
to help the club’s � nances, 
and to those who went above 
and beyond in the clubhouse 
bar on Saturday night. � eir 
sacri� ce is best recognised 
by the fact Neillie Mckechnie 
and Nicol Auld had to go and 
source more beer for Sunday! 

Well done everyone; a credit 
to the club. Finally, thanks as 
ever to John, Nancy, Jenni and 
Jamie in the clubhouse and at 
the barbie for keeping us all 
well fed and refreshed during 

Lynda victorious in ladies 
Eric trophy at Whiting Bay

Winners in the Eric Wood Ladies, left to right socially distanced, Lynda Blair, Jackie Nisbet 
and Flora Jean Mack. 

another � ne weekend at the 
club.

Fixtures: Sunday August 
2, � e Lifeboat Stableford. 
Wednesday August 5, � e 
McNicol Cup. Until further 
notice there will be no draws 
for partners and members 
should arrange their own 
groupings.
Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday July 22, July 
Brandon and Summer Cup, 
29 played, CSS 63. 1 Babbies 
MacNeill 76-18=58; 2 Frazer 
Barr 69-9=60 acb; 3 Finlay 
Sillars 72-12=60. Scratch Ewan 
McKinnon 62.

Sunday July 26, Belhaven 
Medal, 24 played, CSS 65. 1 
Ross Duncan 64-3=61 acb; 2 

Alastair Dobson 73-12=61; 3 
Bruce Jenkins 70-7=63. Scratch 
Ross Duncan 64.

Fixtures: Sunday August 2, 
Brandon quali� er. Wednesday 
August 5, Round 1, McCarfrae 
Trophy (Club Championship 
qualifying) and Summer Cup.
Lamlash Golf Club
� ursday July 23, Summer 
Cup, CSS 63. 1 Dylan Smith 
78-20=58; 2 Robbie Calder 
67-8=59; 3 Paul Jameson 74-
11=63 BIH over Serge EL Adm.  
Best scratch Craig Young 66 
BIH over Dougie Macfarlane. 
Magic twos Dougie Macfarlane 
and Paul Jameson  at the 16th.

Call 17 drawn – rollover 
continues.

Sunday July 26, Sunday 
Stableford, CSS 64. 1 Serge 
El Adm 39 points; 2 Robbie 
Calder 38; 3 Stuart McLaren, 
37. Best Scratch, Paul Cowan 
31 points to Stableford. No 
magic twos recorded.

Fixtures: Saturday August 
1, Lifeboat competition and 
Dan Crawford Salver. Draw at 
12.30pm. Make up own groups 
and see starter for times. 
Please note this is a stroke 
competition. Sunday August 
2, Sunday sweep, 9.30am and 
12.30pm starts. � ursday 
August 6, Summer Cup. Make 
up own groups and see starter 
for times.

SPORTSPORT
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