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Smiling before schools are shut

It may be some time before the Banner can print another picture like this after all schools on Arran shut today 
(Friday). It shows how quickly things have changed since this was taken on Monday March 9 and shows the entire 
Shiskine Primary School who joined P7 pupil, Olivia McNeice, to celebrate her win at the Lamlash Burns Club 
painting and drawing competition at a special assembly attended by club president Douglas Auld and secretary 
Andrew Martin.  For the full story, with pictures, see pages 10 and 11. 

Lockdown Arran is 
still a virus-free zone
Arran is in virtual lockdown 
as the full reality of the what 
the coronavirus pandemic 
means for the island hits 
home.

As all schools and nurs-
eries shut their doors today 
(Friday) Arran is facing un-
precedented uncertainty both 
for islanders and visitors. And 
the large older population 
makes the island particularly 
vulnerable.

However, as the Banner 
went to press, there remained 
no con� rmed cases of 
COVID-19 on Arran, despite 
wild social media specu-
lation, although this can 
change in an instance and 
no one should let their guard 
down.

But the Arran community 
spirit has really come to the 
fore and there is a determi-
nation that the island can get 
through this and come out 
stronger.

Many of the island visitor at-
tractions, including Brodick 
Castle and visitor centre, are 
shut, although the country 

park remains open. Both 
the distillery visitor centres 
at Lochranza and Lagg and 
the Arran Heritage Museum 
have closed their doors, and 
event a� er event has been 
cancelled, with normal social 
life almost wiped out. First to 
go this week was what would 
have been the 91st Arran 
Music Festival, then this 
weekend’s Spring Fest and 
now events as far ahead as the 
Arran Mountain Festival in 
May have been cancelled.

� e Arran Medical Group 
and the Arran Services of 
the North Ayrshire Health 
and Social Care Partnership, 
not surprisingly, have found 
themselves on the front 
line. � ree health centres 
- Brodick, Whiting Bay 
and Lochranza - are closed 
and anyone who wants an 
appointment will be given a 
telephone consultation � rst.

In another development, 
only ‘essential’ visiting is 
being allowed at Arran War 
Memorial Hospital, so no 
relatives can visit, and visit-
ing at Montrose House and 
Cooriedoon has been stopped 
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Army of volunteers is 
ready to help in crisis

Arran is still virus-free zone

The original building of the Auchrannie Resort which has 
closed. 01_B12auchrannie01

An army of volunteers is 
on standby to help Arran 
cope with the coronavirus 
pandemic.

� ey have signed up to be 
part of the Arran Resilience 
Group response to the virus 
aimed to get help to those 
who most need it. Other busi-
nesses and groups around the 
island are also drawing up 
plans to help feed and support 
anyone a� ected.

A request for volunteers 
by the Arran Community 
and Voluntary Service last 
weekend was met with an 
overwhelming response as 
the island showed again that 
the community is ready to 
rally in a crisis.

Chief executive o�  cer Vicki 
Yuill said: ‘We are trying to 
be the central point for the 
co-ordination of volunteers as 
part of the contingency plan-
ning of the Arran Resilience 
Group which has been set up.

‘It is not our usual volun-
teers, who tend to be of a 
certain age, coming forward 
but di� erent people than 
we would normally attract. 
� ey are o� ering to drive, 
lend vans, do shopping, make 
telephone calls to people in 

self-isolation who may be 
lonely and o� er administra-
tive support.

‘We have told the people 
who have contacted us that 
their support will be needed 
in the next few weeks rather 
than the next few days.’

However, she said it was 
important that volunteers 
were aware of the risk to 
project themselves and that 
they would be given appro-
priate guidance to safeguard 
themselves.

Health issues
However, anyone who is 

over 70 or with underlying 
health issues will not be 
allowed to volunteer.

� e AVCS has also been in 
talks with the Co-op and is 
contacting small businesses 
and community groups 
around the island to help 
co-ordinate the resilience 
approach. Anyone wishing to 
help should contact the ACVS 
o�  ce on 600611.

A spokesperson for North 
Ayrshire Council said: ‘� ere 
are a number of community 
groups currently being set up 
in communities. We are gath-
ering information on these so 
that they can be integrated 
into an overall community 
support network and key 
hubs will be established in 
communities.

‘Updated information will 
be added to the CPP website: 
http://www.northayrshire.
community/ and the 
Facebook pages of the locality 
partnerships.’

‘Our early actions include 
establishing locality leads 
and contacts with local resil-
ience partners which include 
community associations, 
community councils and 
community responders. We 
have also identi� ed a com-
munity information lead who 
will circulate information to 
the key community hubs in 
each of our six localities.’

Continued from page one
and the Stronach Day Care 
Centre suspended.

Most shops remain open, 
but that may change in the 
coming days, and businesses 
are having to � nd new ways 
of working with many peo-
ple, who can, working from 
home.

A huge blow to the island’s 
tourism industry was 
the shock closure of the 
Auchrannie Resort. Other 
hotels, pubs, restaurants and 
cafes remain open, waiting 
and watching the situation 

The notice on the hotel door intimating the closure. 
01_B12auchrannie02

before deciding what to 
do next. As a result of the 
closure the Auchrannie has 
had to temporarily lay o�  138 
full-time and 29 part-time 
sta� . A skeleton sta�  of 21 
will remain in the business, 
many of whom are working 
on a voluntary basis.

Co-founder and managing 
director at Auchrannie Linda 
Johnston said: ‘We are abso-
lutely gutted that we had to 
take this unprecedented step. 
Our focus at this time will 
be on supporting our team 
members and the local com-

munity.   We will also make 
sure the business is ready to 
open as soon as restrictions 
are li� ed.

‘Our whole team have been 
absolutely amazing in their 
response to this crisis and 
we are overwhelmed by the 
messages of support from 
the community, visitors and 
businesses.

‘� is will be a hard time for 
all of us but I’m sure that both 
Arran and Auchrannie will 
bounce back quickly when all 
this is over,’ she added.

� e self-catering lodges and 
retreats at the resort remain 
open.

� e situation has wiped out 
visitor bookings for guest 
houses and self-catering 
premises, with some re-
porting a year-on-year drop 
in bookings of as much as 
80 per cent, leaving many 
businesses worrying for their 
future, although the Scottish 
Government has announced 
a range of measures to help.

CalMac has con� rmed that 
ferry sailings will remain as 
timetabled, weather permit-
ting, and will only reduce 
if crew or port sta�  fall ill, 

making it untenable to con-
tinue on the existing time-
table. � ey have contingency 
plans in place if this situation 
arises, but that is not current-
ly the case. Stagecoach buses 
are running as normal.

In a statement the Health 
and Care Partnership said: 
‘� e changes to national 
advice regards COVID-19 
has increased the number 
of health and care sta�  who 
are isolating at home and as 

a result contingency plans 
have been activated to ensure 
essential services on Arran 
are maintained. � is will 
mean many routine services 
will be suspended.

‘� ere are signi� cant 
changes to how you will 
access GP services but be as-
sured we will make every ef-
fort to ensure you get the help 
you need. Anyone contacting 
a GP practice should always 
phone � rst on 01770 600516. 

Brodick Health Centre, 
Whiting Bay and Lochranza 
surgeries are now   closed 
and everyone who requires 
to be seen will � rst be given 
a telephone appointment and 
those who need face-to-face 
or video appointments will 
have these arranged.

‘Please be aware that the GP 
or nurse may be calling on an 
unfamiliar number – so con-
sider removing call blocking 
on your line. Medicine supply 
from the dispensary will be 
moving to a prescription 
delivery service.

‘You do not need to phone 
the practice or NHS 24 to 
inform them that you are 
self isolating and do not 
need to arrange testing for 
COVID-19.

If you have questions there 
is good information available 
at NHS Inform and we would 
ask those who are able to look 
this up before phoning.’

You can � nd up to date 
information on COVID-19 
on the NHS Inform website:

w w w. n h s i n f o r m . s c o t /
i l lnesses-and-condit ions/
infections-and-poisoning/
coronavirus-covid-19
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The Arran Banner 
is here for you ...
In these uncertain and 
ever-changing times, �e 
Arran Banner would like 
to take this opportunity to 
speak to you, our readers 
and advertisers, directly.

We know many of you 
are naturally anxious and 
concerned for family and 
friends as our daily lives 
are impacted by the e�ects 
of the coronavirus.

�e speed of change has 
le� many of us reeling.

�is newspaper has been 
at the heart of our island 
community for 46 years. 
We have brought vital in-
formation during times of 
di�culty and upheaval and 
have been there in the good 
times, celebrating and 
reporting on your achieve-
ments and successes.

And �e Arran Banner 
and its sta� are determined 
that despite these challeng-
ing times, however long 
they last, we will continue 
to be there for you, pro-
ducing your newspaper 
as normal, despite the 
di�culties.

We will also be working 
closely with the business 
community to ensure all our 
businesses are supported.

�e Arran Banner will 
still be published every 
week and we will continue 
to o�er postal delivery and 
our digital page-turning 
version. We will also ensure 
our website is kept as up to 
date as possible.

expect from �e Arran 
Banner   but clearly some 
content will be scaled back 
as events are cancelled or 
postponed and services are 
suspended due to the virus.

However, we will be here 
to take your calls and you 
can continue to contact us 
via email to let us know 
about the community 
initiatives that are being 
organised to help others get 
through the weeks ahead as 
normal life is put on hold.

�is situation is unprec-
edented and all the uncer-
tainty can be frightening, 
but we will get through 
this, together. We have 
incredible communities 
where people look out for 
each other and we know 
that during this di�cult 
time that will be as true as 
ever.

So take care of each other 
and please keep in touch 
with our dedicated team 
who will be doing all we 
can to provide you with a 
Banner on which you can 
continue to depend.

You may see a change in 
the number of pages and the 
mix of content as the situ-
ation develops but, as you 
would expect, we will give 
the fullest possible coverage 
on COVID-19-related news, 
particularly as it impacts 
our communities. And we 
will ensure all breaking and 
urgent coronavirus infor-
mation is available on our 
website free of charge.

Wherever possible we 
will still carry all the other 
stories you have come to 

Arran and coronavirus – what you need to know
With government advice urging 
people to avoid social contact and to 
stay away from pubs and restaurants, 
a number of   business have shut 
their doors in order to help contain 
the virus. However, most shops and 
services remain open.

With circumstances changing 
on an hourly basis it is di�cult to 
compile a list of what services are 
still available on Arran and which 
business are operating as usual but 
here is a rough guide.

Hospitals
Please do not attend the Arran War 
Memorial Hospital if you have symp-
toms – phone the medical centre or 
NHS 24 and you will be given tele-
phone advice and it will be arranged 
for a GP to see you if needed. 

Accident and Emergency will 
continue to function and those with 
injuries and urgent problems may 
attend as usual. In an emergency 
please phone 999. 

Visiting hours are suspended and 
only ‘essential’ visits are allowed, so 
no relatives can visit. Most physio-
therapy, occupational therapy, hos-
pital day cases, and many outpatient 
clinics have also been suspended. 

A free helpline has been set up for 
those who do not have symptoms but 
are looking for general health advice: 
0800 028 2816.
Medical centres
Due to the continuing COVID 19 

situation, Brodick Health Centre, 
Whiting Bay and Lochranza 
Surgeries have been closed. Shiskine 
and Lamlash are in operation but 
they are not open for visitors.

All �rst contact will be telephone 
consultations. Please phone 600516 
as normal, but be aware it will only 
be phone consultations at the initial 
stages.

If you have COVID19 symptoms, 
please consult www.nhs.inform be-
fore phoning Arran Medical Group.

Food suppliers
�e big Co-op in Brodick is contin-
uing to operate as normal with ad-
equate supply of all products. It has 
however bolstered its delivery service 
and anyone that is self-isolating is 
welcome to call Liz Mclean or Carol 
Harwood on 302515 with a shopping 
list and they will pick, pack and 
deliver orders as soon as possible. 
 Messages can be le� on the an-
swering machine and someone will 
return calls. 
 �ere is no need to register and 
customers are encouraged to call the 
day before, for next day delivery.

�ose making use of Arran 
Haulage for shopping deliveries 
from Asda can continue to do so by 
using the Glasgow depo postcode 
of G52 4NQ as the delivery address. 
Deliveries can be collected from the 
Brodick yard. 

Call Arran Haulage on 302 777.

Churches
All churches are closed, however, 
some will be leaving their doors 
open for visitors to worship. Brodick 
Church in particular will be leaving 
its doors open for visitors needing to 
make use of the foodbank. �e Free 
Church (continuing) in Brodick will 
continue as normal meantime.

Pharmacies
Both pharmacies on Arran, the 
Brodick and Lamlash pharmacies 
are both operating as usual and will 
continue to do so as long as they 
can maintain sta�ng levels. �ey 
have, however, asked for patience 
from customers as some repeat pre-
scriptions are taking slightly longer 
than the usual three days owing to 
demand.

Food deliveries
�e Lochranza Centre is happy 
to take orders for a hot meal to be 
delivered to the door between the 
hours of 5pm and 7pm for residents 
in Lochranza, Catacol and Pirnmill. 
�ese will be delivered in a dispos-
able takeaway form. �ese will be 
provided on a ‘pay what you can, 
when you can’ basis. �e centre itself 
will also be open for any community 
support activity. �e Lochranza 
Centre can be reached at 830 637.

Wiltshire Farm Foods continues to 
operate as normal with a two-weekly 
frozen meals delivery service to 

Arran. For any advice on the re-
ferral service please contact Social 
Services, Lamlash on 6007410. For 
ordering and delivery advice please 
contact 012944 551734.

Hooked and Cooked of Arran 
remains open every day from noon 
to 8pm. Customers are welcome to 
phone in their orders on 302 656 and 
a member of sta� will bring it to their  
car.

Transport
At the time of going to press all 
CalMac sailings and Stagecoach bus 
services are operating as normal.

Dentists
Lamlash Dental Surgery is open 
and operating as usual, however, 
it is only able to accept emergency 
appointments at the time of going 
to print. Patients are to be unac-
companied and contact must be 
made beforehand on 601067. Jenkins 
Dental Surgery in Brodick is also 
only allowed to provide emergency 
appointments for its registered pa-
tients. Patients with coronavirus will 
be required to attend an emergency 
clinic on the mainland. Further ad-
vice or emergency appointments can 
be made by contacting the surgery 
on 303800.

Schools, nurseries and
colleges
All schools on Arran will be shut 

from today (Friday) following 
an announcement made late on 
Wednesday to close schools and 
nurseries across Scotland. �e 
Argyll College UHI in Lamlash has 
also suspended the delivery of face-
to-face teaching, including video 
conference classes and placement 
activities.

Emergency services
Police Scotland and the Scottish 
Ambulance Service and Arran 
Mountain Rescue Team are operat-
ing as normal, albeit under added 
pressure. In emergencies call 999 
and any relevant information or 
requirements will be provided.

Beauty and body care
Island Hair and Beauty is closed 
until further notice, as is the Aspa at 
Auchrannie.

General suppliers
MBS Building and Timber Supplies 
which also stocks a wide range of 
household items, is o�ering a �ve-
day-a-week delivery service for or-
ders over £25. MBS can be contacted 
on 700202.

Health and travel advice
For the latest health and travel 
advice, visit https://www.nhsinform.
scot /i l l nesses-a nd-cond it ions/
i n f e c t i o n s - a n d - p o i s o n i n g /
coronavirus-covid-19#
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Shiskine SWI celebrate 
100th birthday in style
Shiskine SWI members cer-
tainly celebrated their 100th 
anniversary in style at their 
centenary dinner on Tuesday 
March 10, as featured in the 
Banner last week.

Around 40 members of the 
club, as well as guests from 
other institutes on the island, 
took part in the evening at 
Shiskine Golf Club. Dress was 
�apper-themed as the club 
was founded during the era 
in 1920.

Shiskine is the oldest insti-

The Shiskine SWI committee at the centenary dinner. 
01_B12centenary01

The honorary members of Shiskine SWI, from left: Morag Murchie, Jean Lammie, Isle of 
Arran Federation honorary vice president Mary MacKenzie, Eunice Williamson and E�e 
Clarke. 01_B12centenary03

The two longest serving members Morag Murchie, left, 
and Jean Lammie. Photograph: Jerry Arthur The 100th anniversary cake. 01_B12centenary02

tute on Arran and was among 
the �rst in Scotland and is 
one of �ve still running on 
the island.

Ahead of the �ne dinner, 
speeches and entertainment, 
the guests were welcomed by 
Shiskine president Marilyn 
Woods before the cutting 
of the special birthday cake 
by the two longest serving 
members Morag Murchie and 
Jean Lammie.

A�erwards Marilyn said: 
‘We had a fabulous evening.  

‘Everyone really enjoyed 
themselves and the food and 
service was excellent. We 
received gi�s from the other 
four institutes which was very 
kind of them.’

As reported in last week’s 
Banner the mainland guests 
due to attend were unable to 
make it due to ferry disrup-
tion but for clari�cation Lady 

Hermione �ornhill is the 
great-granddaughter of the 
sixth Duchess of Montrose, 
who as the Marchioness of 
Graham was instrumental 
in setting up Shiskine SWI 
in 1920. Lady Hermione is a 
great niece of Lady Jean. �e 
other mainland guest was to 
be Linda Retson, the national 
chairwoman of the SWI.
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CalMac says sorry for ferry 
disruption

CalMac managing director Robbie Drummond has said sorry to the Arran travelling 
public.

Both the � rst minister and 
the boss of CalMac have said 
sorry in recent days to the 
long su� ering Arran travel-
ling public.

CalMac managing director 
Robbie Drummond said: 
‘I can only apologise to the 
Arran community for the 
disruptions that are taking 
place, pledge that we are 
working with all partners to 
ensure the ferry is fully op-
erational as soon as possible 
and assure you that we engage 
with communities on a daily 
basis around the disruption 
that occurs.’

‘Great regret’
First Minister Nicola 

Sturgeon expressed ‘great 
regret’ over the state of the 
lifeline Ardrossan to Brodick 
service, a phrase echoed by 
Transport Scotland.

However, there was some 
rare good news this week 
with the repair of the moor-
ing equipment on the MV 
Caledonian Isles expected to 
be completed by � ursday 

putting it back into full 
service.

� e apologies came a� er 
Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson 
raised the problems with the 
service directly with the � rst 
minister amidst increasing 
concerns about delays to the 
ferry’s replacement.

He told MSPs: ‘Arran has 
been, like much of Scotland, 
bu� eted by storms in recent 
weeks leading to numerous 
unavoidable cancellations 
to the island’s lifeline ferry 
services.

‘However, what has caused 
upset, anger and frustration 
to boil up amongst islanders 
are technical problems which 
have hugely worsened an 
already di�  cult situation.

‘In the last week alone the 
27-year-old MV Caledonian 
Isles has had problems with 
its bow doors, mezzanine 
decks and a mooring winch 
gear box.

‘So many cancellations 
mean islanders cannot get to 
hospital for chemotherapy 
and elective operations. 
Hotels and tourist businesses 
are losing customers and 

some may go out of business.
‘Given this ongoing crisis, 

what assurances can the � rst 
minister give that additional 
ferry cover will be given to 
Arran throughout that period 
and beyond?

And he asked: ‘When will 
a long-term, o� en-promised 
comprehensive ferry replace-
ment programme to renew a 
rapidly ageing � eet be put in 
place.’

Ms Sturgeon replied: ‘It is 
clearly a matter of great regret 
that passengers are facing 
disruption and I absolutely 
understand the frustration. 
While the vessel continues 
in service it does so with 
operating restrictions. � e 
master assessed the situation 
and introduced a wind speed 
limit restriction.

‘CalMac sourced a supplier 
with a replacement part in 
stock which will minimise 
the timeframe for repair to 
approximately seven days. In 
response to the disruption, 
CalMac is providing addi-
tional sailings on another 
route.’

Arran Ferry Action Group 

chairman Gavin Fulton 
described the situation on 
the island as a ‘� asco’, adding: 
‘� e main problem across the 
network is that the boats are 
old and keep breaking down.’

He said there was a Scottish 
government ‘failure to pro-
cure enough new boats’ and 
that ministers were ‘playing 
politics with our lives’.

He added: ‘Su�  ce it to say 
that the Arran ferry service is 
the worst it has been in living 
memory and is unlikely to 

improve any time soon unless 
someone in the Scottish gov-
ernment takes decisive action 
now.’

A Transport Scotland 
spokesman said: ‘It is clearly 
a matter of great regret that 
passengers using this key 
service are facing disruption.

‘While the issue that has 
arisen is an operational 
matter for CalMac, ships 
masters are accountable for 
all decisions on board to 
ensure the safety of crew, 

passengers and the asset and, 
as highly skilled mariners 
we know they are having to 
exercise their very substan-
tial professional judgement 
in the context of some of the 
worst conditions experienced 
in years.

‘� e Scottish Government 
continues to work with 
CalMac, communities and 
business interests to ensure 
lifeline ferry connections 
are maintained and, where 
possible, enhanced.’

Passengers to get taxis for
urgent hospital appointments
CalMac will arrange for 
ferry users to travel by taxi to 
urgent NHS appointments if 
residents are unable to secure 
a booking for their car on the 
ferry.

If customers � nd them-
selves having to travel for an 
urgent medical appointment 
with less than seven days’ 
notice and are unable to book 
a vehicle, CalMac Customer 
Contact Centre will ensure 
they can reach their NHS 
destination as a foot passen-
ger with a return taxi journey 
to their appointment.

CalMac’s managing di-
rector Robbie Drummond 
said: ‘First and foremost we 
are a lifeline service to the 
communities we support, 
but under the current terms 
of our contract we cannot 
prioritise space on sailings 
for local people, presenting 
us with challenges in certain 
circumstances.

‘� is new approach is one 
way we can o� er some � exi-
bilities to islanders who need 

to attend hospital or other 
urgent NHS appointments at 
short notice and is a direct 
result of concerns they have 
raised.

‘We recognise our services 
are under ever-growing 
pressure. By investing in ini-
tiatives such as this we hope 
to help satisfy the demands of 
regular customers, in certain 
last minute circumstances.’

Last year CalMac’s 
33-strong � eet carried 1.4 
million vehicles to 50 ports 

and slipways on island and 
remote mainland locations. 

� ey also carried 5.6 million 
passengers and the increase in 
ferry demand has meant that 
securing a car booking, as 
on the Brodick to Ardrossan 
route, can sometimes not be 
made without booking weeks, 
and in some cases months, in 
advance.

For more information cus-
tomers can call the Customer 
Contact Centre on 0800 066 
5000.
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Glass borrowing scheme 
to reduce plastic glass use

Gavin Mutch of Cladach Sawmill with the store he 
designed, constructed and donated. 

A novel scheme that is aimed 
at eliminating the need for 
single use plastic cups on 
Arran has been launched by 
� ink About Plastic (TAP).

Working with businesses, 
organisations and individuals 
on Arran, the TAP steering 
group aims to reduce the 
amount of plastic that can 
enter the ecosystem and seas 
around Arran.

� e scheme will allow 
organisations and individuals  
to borrow half pint and pint 
glasses from TAP. 

� e glasses conform to 
safety standards and are 
virtually non-breakable, are 
dish washer safe and meet 
all the requirements of the 

licensing laws and insurance 
cover. � ey will be available 
for anyone to borrow and are 
suitable for children’s parties, 
weddings, sports events or 
festivals, fundraisers or any 
event where single use plastic 
glasses may have been an 
option.

� ere are 96 half pint 
glasses and 96 pint glasses in 
convenient boxes designed 
for easy transportation.

� e glasses are stored in 
Lamlash in a purpose-built 
wooden store sponsored by 
Gavin Mutch of Cladach 
Sawmill.

Gavin told the Banner: 
‘We are delighted to support 
this project, we feel it com-

plements our own e� orts to 
reduce plastic waste in our 
business’. A TAP spokeswom-
an added: ‘We wanted to have 
an environmentally friendly, 
locally made store for the 

glasses and Gavin’s generous 
sponsorship has turned that 
wish into a reality. We are 
very grateful for his support.’

� e capital for the scheme 
has largely been funded by 

Locality Partnership monies 
from North Ayrshire Council.

� e glasses are easily 
accessible and groups may 
‘book’ their requirements 
by emailing glasses@think-

about plast ic-a rra n.co.u k 
Anyone having an event on 
Arran may borrow the glasses 
free of charge although a 
small donation to TAP would 
be appreciated.

Gavin Mutch, far right, hands over the glasses store to members of the TAP steering group, from left, Geo� rey 
Dallamore, councillor Ellen McMaster, councillor Timothy Billings, Helen How, Jo Totty and Hilary Maguire. 

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089     Telephone 01770 302636

Web site:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk      email:  info@arranmuseum.co.uk
Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 11am - 3.30pm. 

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., 

and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 
Schoolroom, the Blacksmith’s Forge, and lots more.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area.
Gift Shop.  Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed 

(on Wednesdays only from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 
1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

Open Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 
11am - 3.30pm. 

Regretfully we are closed 

till further notice

DELIVERY & "DRIVE
THROUGH" SERVICE
PHONE  700229
 

 

 

If you need help with getting your
provisions, please do give us a call.   

 A big thankyou to our wonderful
staff, customers and friends (many of
whom are all three!) for all your
support in good times and in these
times, we love you all! 
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£1 million road repairs for Arran

A particularly rutted section of the A841 from near Market Road to west of the Co-op will 
be repaired as part of the roads programme. 01_B12road02

Nearly £1 million is to be 
spent on the maintenance 
of the roads on Arran in the 
coming � nancial year.

At a cabinet meeting of 
North Ayrshire Council 
on Tuesday councillors 
approved a £928,000 for the 

The stretch of road between Brodick Primary School and Cloy bridge will be repaired at a 
cost of £100,000.  01_B12road01

Arran Roads Programme 
for 2020/21. � is includes 
£740,000 for carriage resur-
facing work, £18,000 for foot-
way resurfacing and £170,000 
for structure projects.

� e biggest single amount 
to be spent on carriageway 
resurfacing is £125,000 on 
the C147 at Pirnmill from the 
south of Lenniemore to the 

South of Achamore entrance.
Next is the £102,000 to 

be spend on the A841 from 
Brodick Primary School to 
Cloy Bridge and £100,000 
also in Brodick from north 
of Market Road to west of the 
Co-op. Repairs to the stretch 
of String road from Bridgend 
to the Shiskine 30mph signs 
will get £93,000.

� e footway resurfacing 
will take place at � e Avenues 
and Park Terrace in Lamlash 
and Silverhill in Whiting Bay. 

� e structure projects 
are; scour damage repairs 
at Catacol Bridge Burn and 
replacement of the road re-

tention structure at Pirnmill.
No dates have been allocat-

ed for the start of the works 
which is something Arran 
Community Council will 
be pressing for. At their last 
meeting members heard that 
there was a three-year plan 

for road repairs on the island 
but said they all needed to be 
done now.

� e new maintenance 
programme is expected to be 
high on their agenda when 
there next meeting scheduled 
for the end of March.

*Terms and Conditions apply. Sold as an agent of Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may 
apply. Exclusions and Radius Apply. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2018. E&OE September 2018.

Expert Knowledge      |      Super Service      |      Competitive Prices      |      Professional Installation

Great Products. Great Prices
Enjoy our range of top brand appliances at low prices

Let’s Make Life Easy
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

Thought for the week HAVEYOURSAY
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

CalMac: an apology
Sir,
I share the frustration of Arran 
residents who are seeing disrup-
tions to their service because of 
technical problems with the MV 
Caledonian Isles.

� e vessel is now 27 years old and 
sourcing parts to repair problems 
that arise is a huge challenge for us. 
It is well documented that we were 
expected to have a new vessel on 
this route two years ago. 

While we were working on an 
original lead-time of six weeks 
from Europe for a replacement 
mooring winch for the Caledonian 
Isles, we now believe this will be 
much shorter and we can bring the 
vessel back into full service earlier.

However, the suggestion that 
there are suitable vessels some-
where in the world ready to be 
leased or bought and take over the 
Arran run is unfortunately not 
true.

 � ere are no second-hand ferries 
available which meet the unusually 
shallow dra�  requirements on 
the west coast, interface into our 
port infrastructure and which can 
operate in our challenging waters. 

We have continually searched the 
market along with CMAL in the 
last six years and brokers are fully 
alert to our needs. 

While a number of vessels have 
been put forward, they have 
either not met the demanding 
requirements of UK class or the 
work required to get them to a 
class level would be uneconomic or 
unachievable.

In the meantime, I can only 
apologise to the Arran community 
for the disruptions that are taking 
place, pledge that we are working 
with all partners to ensure the ferry 
is fully operational as soon as pos-
sible and assure you that we engage 
with communities on a daily basis 
around the disruption that occurs.

Yours,
Robbie Drummond,
Managing Director,
CalMac Ferries Ltd,
Gourock.

Shutdown Arran
� e ensuing coronavirus crisis de-
mands responsible action to arrest 
the threat of nationwide infection. 
Shut-down governmental decisions 
have been made elsewhere in the 
world. Has anyone dared to suggest 
the worth of ‘Arran shutdown’ 
and the shut-down of all Scottish 
Islands?

Of course it would demand much 
planning and much inconvenience 
but it may be argued that the ben-
e� ts of shut-down far outweigh the 
fears of the � rst possible con� rmed 
coronavirus casualty on Arran and 
the other West Coast islands.

� is is NOT a sel� sh idea. � ink 
about it.

Yours,
John G Webster,
Kings Cross.

Coronavirus ferry 
action
Sir,
Apologies if I am stating the obvi-
ous, but I feel compelled to write to 
appeal to the powers that be – Arran 
Ferry Group, CalMac, medical 
professionals and our MP to ensure 
they get together to discuss and im-
plement a strategy for coping with 
the critical issue of the coronavairus.

It is inevitable it will be arriving on 
Arran by way of the ferry. � ere are 
people on the island who are at very 
high risk from this pandemic, in that 
they are elderly, su� er from diabetes, 
have lung disease, are using drugs to 
inhibit their immune system etc., 
and they must travel by ferry for life 
saving treatment. Unless speci� c 
arrangements are implemented this 
situation forces our most vulnerable 
to expose themselves to a high risk 
of infection.

Last week I watched a member of 
CalMac sta�  wipe the tables in the 
dining area with a damp cloth with 
no sanitiser, then proceed with same 
cloth to clean the food trays and 
continue wiping tables throughout 
the dining area with the same cloth.

Could CalMac gain permission to 

allow the most vulnerable to remain 
in their car (a letter from GP). Can 
the ship be sanitised before and 
a� er every trip? Proper sanitising 
in eating and drinking areas, toilets 
and all hand rails etc. and could we 
have someone with hand sanitiser 
for every passenger, at entrance to 
the ship – the government can fund 
for addition cost.

We will be having a large in� ux 
of visitors for Easter. Can we please 
have a response ASAP.

Yours,
Jan Herbert,
Kildonan.

Rigorous regime
Since writing this letter Jan has 
received the following reply from 
CalMac

Dear Ms Herbert,
In the � rst instance let me assure 

you that CalMac takes its responsi-
bility for handling the COVID-19 
outbreak very seriously.

We have a full COVID-19 re-
sponse team in place which meets 
every day, and which has been 
working to ensure our customers 
and sta�  are already responding to 
the latest government instructions 
surrounding the current outbreak. 
We work closely and frequently with 
Transport Scotland, the Scottish 
government’s resilience team and 
Health Protection Scotland to stay 
on top of the latest advice and guid-
ance from government and health 
o�  cials.

In terms of the wiping situation, 
we are looking into what happened 
to see if our policies were followed. 
We have a new rigorous regime in 
place which means that all ‘high 
touch’ surfaces are wiped using 
specialist cleaning equipment every 
two hours on the vessels. � ere may 
not be a visual spray being used but 
the cloths are treated with specialist 
antibacterial cleaning materials 
that make them suitable for all 
food-related surfaces such as tables 
and trays.

In terms of travelling on the car 
deck, our hands are tied by existing 

legislation. � e only circumstances 
in which we could take your hus-
band to the mainland and back on 
the car deck would be if he were in 
an ambulance. Allowing passengers 
to remain in their vehicles is a mat-
ter that resides with the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency (MCA). At 
this time, CalMac does not have the 
authority to allow passengers to re-
main in their vehicles on our major 
vessels unless expressly authorised 
by the MCA. We will work closely 
alongside the MCA and we will keep 
you posted of any future develop-
ments they make in this area.

I hope I have reassured you around 
our cleaning regime and apologise 
that there is nothing we can do in 
relation to hospital visits. I would 
suggest you make contact with the 
NHS to see if there is anything fur-
ther they can o� er you in terms of 
ambulatory treatment or any other 
arrangements.

Yours,
Robert Morrison,
Operations Director,
Calmac Ferries Ltd.

Ferry farce
Below is a copy of a letter sent to 
Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson.
Sir,
I wrote to you in December last 
year pleading with you to intervene 
in the developing � asco which is 
the CalMac ferry service to the 
Isle of Arran. I hope you received 
this letter, I have not yet had an 
acknowledgement.

Since then of course, the service 
has been reduced to even more of 
a farce by frequent breakdowns of 
pieces of equipment on the MV 
Caledonian Isles. In recent weeks 
we have had a faulty exhaust valve 
on the port engine, a burst hydraulic 
pipe on the bow visor, and currently 

Jesus said: ‘As long as it is day, we 
must keep on doing the work of 
him who sent me.’ John 9:4

Not enough
The dire condition of the roads 
on Arran, following what has 
been the wettest February on 
record, justi� ably has been 
completely overshadowed by 
the coronavirus outbreak.

The situation, however,  
much like coronavirus itself, 
cannot be ignored. It is fair to 
say that motorists are facing 
potentially lethal consequences 
on the roads of Arran as deep 
ruts, exposed metal drainage 
covers and crumbling curbs, are 
evident everywhere on Arran, 
from the busiest roads to the 
quietest.

In Brodick, along the busy 
stretch outside the pharmacy 
there are numerous deep holes 
that, if struck, will result in alloy 
or suspension damage. These 
obstacles are causing people 
to veer into oncoming lanes to 
avoid them and on Arran’s tight 
corners it is an accident waiting 
to happen.

And while we take some com-
fort in the news that nearly £1 
million is to be spent on Arran 
roads over the next � nancial 
year it is di�  cult to reconcile 
that with the recent estimate by 
the Arran Community Council 
that three years of work are 
required just to bring the roads 
up to standard right now.

The £928,000 earmarked for 
Arran pales into insigni� cance 
when we see that nearly £5 mil-
lion is to be spent on mainland 
roads in North Ayrshire in the 
coming year.

The list of repairs on Arran is 
pitifully small and it can only 
be hoped that some more 
money can be found in the 
not-too-distant future to carry 
out much-needed, widespread 
road works.
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a cracked gear box casing on a moor-
ing winch which will take up to six 
weeks to repair. And for the last 24 
hours, the mezzanine decks were out 
of action reducing the capacity on 
those sailings which did take place.

And recently, a piece of navigation 
equipment on shore failed so that 
the ship could not sail in the dark.

I am sure that the crew and 
engineers are doing all they can 
to keep this aged vessel in service 
and I have no quarrel with them, 
only admiration. However, the 
Scottish Government and the senior 
management of CMAL should be 
hanging their heads in shame that 
in the 21st century, in a supposedly 
�rst world country, such a state of 
a�airs is allowed to continue with no 
apparent e�ort to remedy matters in 
the long term or, more importantly, 
provide immediate answers to the 
problem of reliably getting people to 
and from the island.

Yours,
Mrs E A Ross,
Glenloig.

Life after stroke 
awards
Sir,
I am writing to you on behalf of a 
charity that is close to my heart – the 
Stroke Association.

Sadly, my family knows all too 
well the pain that stroke can cause 
a�er we lost my mother to this cruel 
condition. �e thing with stroke is 
its suddenness; in an instant lives 

are changed forever. I’ve since found 
out that many people who survive a 
stroke can go on to make remarkable 
recoveries. �anks to organisations 
like Stroke Association people can, 
and do, rebuild their life a�er stroke.

�is brilliant charity hosts the Life 
A�er Stroke Awards every year. �e 
awards really are a fantastic event 
and recognise the incredible and 
courageous achievements of people 
who are living with the e�ects of 
stroke. I’m writing to urge your 
readers to nominate someone who 
they know who has gone on to 
rebuild their life a�er stroke. �is 
might be a stroke survivor, their 
loved ones who care for them or 
communities and organisations who 
help people rebuild their lives a�er 
stroke.

To nominate go to: https://
w w w . s t r o k e . o r g . u k /
life-a�er-stroke-awards

You can also email  lasa@stroke.
org.uk or call on 01527 903 927.

With your help we can shine a light 
on some truly inspirational people.

Yours,
Kaye Adams,
Presenter and journalist.

Topsy-turvy 
world with a
silver lining
Sadly due to wind and technical 
problems with the ferry, Arran Civic 
Trust had to cancel the meeting on 
Monday with �om Ledingham 
and Neil McAteer,   North Ayrshire 
planners, and their presentation and 
discussion on Local Development 
Plan 2 and Arran.

But every disappointment has a 
silver lining, as, in apologising for 
the postponement, �om informed 
me that the work that their team has 
been doing – but not quite �nished 
yet – has involved Conservation 
Area appraisals for the three 
Conservation Areas of Arran – 
Corrie, High Corrie and Lamlash.   
Last year, the council commissioned 
a team of independent consultants 
to carry out the bulk of the work 
which has been dra�ed, but still 
needs to �nalised before it is shared 
and potentially made available more 
widely for formal consultation.

�e reporting will examine the 

built heritage and special historic 
character of the Conservation Areas 
and make recommendations de-
signed to both protect and enhance 
these areas.  �ese appraisals are seen 
as a key part of the work involved in 
delivering the new LDP for North 
Ayrshire.  It is really interesting that 
some work involving the analysis of 
the historic environment on Arran 
is ongoing and could, in additional, 
be a component part of the meeting 
when it is rescheduled.   �is is po-
tentially of real interest to Arranites 
so we can look forward to a wider 
presentation. A silver lining for the 
future.

So Arran Civic Trust and the 
planners will reschedule as soon as 
meetings and gatherings are deemed 
safe again and the ferry is function-
ing as indicated on the timetable. 
�e trust thanks everyone for their 
interest.

 Dr Sally Campbell
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Bairns show their love for Burns in painting contest
Two winners of the annual 
Lamlash Burns Club painting 
and drawing competition 
were last week presented 
with special commemorative 
medals at surprise assemblies 
at their schools in Lamlash 
and Shiskine.

Lamlash Burns Club 
president Douglas Auld and 
secretary Andrew Martin vis-
ited the schools and presented 
P1 pupil Bonnie Atkinson of 
Lamlash primary and Olivia 
McNeice, P7 pupil at Shiskine 
primary, with their awards.

� e two winners, one in 
each category – P1 to P2 and 
P3 to P7, had their artworks 
selected from 201 entries 

Beth McNeice of Lamlash Primary was 
shortlisted for this colourful drawing. 

from all of the primary 
schools on Arran. 

‘� e theme of this year’s 
competition was the Burns 
poem Willie Wastle which 
includes the line: ‘She has an 
e’e, she has but ane,’ as depict-
ed in many of the drawings 
on this page.

Mr Martin said: ‘� e 
Lamlash Burns Club is de-
lighted once again, with the 
assistance of the island’s pri-
mary schools, head teachers 
Mrs Shirley MacLachlan and 
Mr Barry Smith, class teach-
ers and school secretaries, for 
all their help and support in 
making this year’s competi-
tion such a success.

‘It was decided by the Burns 
Club this year to create two 
categories in this year’s 
competition which was based 

on the theme of Burns poem 
Willie Wastle. 

In keeping with the tra-
dition from previous years’ 
competitions, the standard 
of the entries was exceedingly 
high.’

In addition to the specially 
created limited edition com-
memorative medals and gi�  
tokens received by the pupils, 
the winning senior entry was 
to be used on the certi� cates 
presented to each participant 
at the Burns primary schools 
poetry competition.

� e Burns Club primary 
schools painting competition, 
now in its � � h year, is grow-
ing larger each year and three 
independent mainland pro-
fessional artists were engaged 
to judge the entries and select 
the winners this year.

Winner of the P1 and P2 category was 
Bonnie Atkinson of Lamlash Primary with 
her charming picture. 

Fiona Dick of Whiting Bay Primary im-
pressed judges with her detailed drawing. 

P6 pupil James Hackett of Whiting Bay 
Primary impressed judges with his 
detailed drawing. 

P5 pupil at Whiting Bay, Freddie Lucas was 
shortlisted for this impressive painting. 

Winner of the P3 and P7 category was 
Olivia McNeice of Shiskine Primary for her 
colourful painting. 

P7 pupil at Lamlash Primary, Lydia Hird, 
impressed the judges with her entry which 
was selected for the shortlist. 

Kilmory Primary pupil, Severin Riddell’s 
entry caught the attention of the judges to 
make the � nal shortlist. 

Lamlash Primary pupil Niamh Gosman 
used bright and bold colours for her entry. 

Rhea Webster of Shiskine Primary was a 
worthy contender with her beautifully 
painted entry. 
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Bairns show their love for Burns in painting contest

Lamlash Burns Club president Douglas Auld and secretary Andrew Martin pictured with Shiskine winner Olivia 
McNeice. 01_B11Burnspaint11

P1 pupil Bonnie Atkinson receives her commemorative 
medal from Burns Club president Douglas Auld. 
01_B11Burnspaint13

Children listen attentively during a special assembly at Lamlash Primary to hear if their picture was selected as the 
winning entry. 01_B11Burnspaint12

Bonnie Atkinson, joined by Lamlash Burns Club president 
Douglas Auld and secretary Andrew Martin, shows o� her 
prize winning drawing. 01_B11Burnspaint14
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YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT’S ON IN ARRAN

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
Spring Fest is latest
event postponed
�e Arran Spring Fest, due to 
be held by Arran Eco Savvy at 
Balmichael Glamping today 
(Saturday), is the latest victim 
of the coronavirus outbreak.

In a statement the organis-
ers said:   ‘We are very sad to 
announce that we have had 
to make the very di�cult 
decision to put Spring Fest on 
hold.

Difficulty
‘Everyone will be well aware 

of the escalating situation 
with COVID-19. We have 
concluded that mitigation 
e�orts to ensure the protec-
tion of all involved will not 
be possible, largely due to the 

Hannah Lord with Martin McNally and her winning poster. 

Hannah Lord of Pirnmill Primary School 
has won an inter-school competition set by 
the Arran Cluster Eco-School Committee.

�e competition was to create an image for 
an island wide pledge to: make Arran litter 
Free, every walk, pick up three. Hannah has 
been working with Martin McNally, a local 
graphic designer, to re�ne the poster as the 

Eco-Committee will be presenting it to the 
Arran Econmic Group and are looking for  
businesses and charities to support their 
pledge and display it within buildings on 
the island.

�e �nal pledge will be launched once the 
committee has con�rmed who is support-
ing it.

di�culty in sourcing essen-
tials such as hand sanitiser 
to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

‘We have also taken into 
consideration changing gov-
ernment advice and the like-
lihood of future gatherings 
and events being cancelled. 
We are postponing the event 
to also avoid �nancial im-
plications for the wonderful 
food producers and event 
partners involved, many of 
whom would be ordering and 
preparing food in anticipa-
tion for Saturday.’

Tom and Emma Jessop of 
Balmichael Glamping said: 

‘Although we are disap-
pointed not to be welcoming 
everyone to Spring Fest here 
at Balmichael Glamping, we 
fully support the decision 
taken. 

‘Arran Eco Savvy has a won-
derful event planned and we 
look forward to hosting this 
at a future date.’

Stay safe
�e team added: ‘Please 

be assured that the event is 
postponed not cancelled, so 
stay tuned for a new date once 
things become a little more 
clear.   �ank you for your 
understanding and support.

‘Stay safe and be savvy!’
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Council to remove all 
‘no ball games’ signs
All ‘no ball games’ signs are to be 
removed from public areas in North 
Ayrshire and they are  to cease the prac-
tice of erecting any further signs.

� e decision was taken by the council 
cabinet at a meeting this week a� er 
councillors heard that throughout North 
Ayrshire there are 44 signs that were 
erected following complaints about low 
level antisocial behaviour and where ball 
games were a factor.

Applications for ‘no ball games’ signs 
are relatively rare and the signs them-
selves are not legally enforceable. � ere 
is therefore some doubt regarding how 
e� ective they are in deterring antisocial 
behaviour.

Last September former Rangers 
and Kilmarnock footballer Kris Boyd 
cited ‘no ball games’ signs as one of the 

reasons that this generation of children 
no longer played football within their 
communities. � ere is also some con-
cern regarding the negative impact these 
signs can have on children exercising 
their right to play.

It is proposed that all signs that were 
erected by the council are identi� ed and 
removed. It is further proposed that no 
further signs are erected in future. Prior 
to the removal of an individual sign, 
o�  cers will identify the reasons why the 
sign was erected and, where necessary, 
will meet with the resident who applied 
for the sign to explain the reasons for its 
removal.

O�  cers will also consult with commu-
nity groups and tenant and resident as-
sociations where the location of the sign 
falls within their area. Housing sta�  will 

consider whether the original reasons for 
each ‘no ball games’ application are still 
of concern. Where necessary, they will 
work with colleagues in other service 
areas such as the antisocial behaviour 
investigations team, connected commu-
nities, education and Police Scotland to 
come to a resolution that gives comfort 
to the community or individual resident 
a� ected.

� ese arrangements will also be put in 
place for any requests for ‘no ball games’ 
signs to be erected in future to assist 
in remedying the cause of anti-social 
behaviour. A report to the cabinet stat-
ed: ‘Removing ‘no ball games’ signs will 
ensure council land is available for play 
and will encourage children to play and 
spend leisure time outside in their local 
community.’

Kris Boyd - concerned over youngsters not playing football outside.

BOOK ONLINE £25 PER NIGHT

www.brodickbunkhouse.co.uk
sleep@brodickbunkhouse.co.uk

Please cal l  us for bookings
01770 302968

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

BREAKFAST SERVED 7.30-11.30AM
LUNCH SERVED 12-5PM

DINNER SERVED 5-9.30PM

The multi-award winning 
Douglas Hotel Arran 

provides an 
‘around the clock’ service 

for all your requirements on 
this wonderful island 

We look forward 
to welcming you 

www.thedouglashotel.co.uk

Spring Flower 
and Bulb Show 

- CANCELLATION
Isle of Arran Horticultural Show
Saturday 28th March 

We are sorry to let everyone 
know that we have cancelled the 

Spring Flower and Bulb Show 
arranged for 28 March. This is 
a disappointment to us all but 

hopefully the Summer Show will 
be able to go ahead as planned.
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What’s on
www.arranbrewery.com

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

CRAFT BREWERY TOURS AVAILABLE DAILY

Every day
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Geopark Information and Activity Centre                                               Lochranza, 9am - 5pm
Brodick Castle and Gardens Open 10am – 5pm
Octopus Centre – tennis    Old Pavilion, Lamlash, open 7 days, any time 
Brodick Mini Golf           Open seven days, 9am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather                    
Arran Brewery                                                            Open Monday - Saturday 11.30am till 3.30pm
                                                                                                               Sunday, 12.30pm – 3.30pm
                                                                                               Tours daily 2pm Monday till Saturday 

Saturday 21st March
Live Music –  Wild Horse Will                                  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Eco Savvy & Co-op Food  Share                                                                 Big Co, Brodick. 8.15pm 
Over-21s’ Disco   Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm

Sunday 22nd March
Live Music – Wild Horse Will                                          Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, Brodick, 1pm 
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food Share                                                             Big Co, Brodick. 8.15pm 
Folk Music Session                                                                            Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 23rd March
Live Music –  Fatman and The Angel                      Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm

Tuesday 24th March
Chess  Club                                                                    Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 11am - 1pm

Convention helps shape 
climate response

North Ayrshire resident Kathryn Dapre, head of energy 
and sustainability NHS, engaged the audience with her 
talk on climate challenges. 

More than 100 school pupils, 
representatives from com-
munity groups, businesses 
and other stakeholders took 
part in North Ayrshire’s � rst 
Climate Change Convention 
last week.

� e event, which involved 
speakers, a debate and 
discussions, on a huge range 

Speaking passionately on the topic was Ellie Murtagh 
from Sni� er. 

of relevant topics, was also 
streamed live on the council’s 
social media channels.

Councillor Joe Cullinane, 
leader of North Ayrshire 
Council, will now take the 
feedback and see how it can 
be used to a� ect change 
across the region.

� e event kicked o�  with the 

council leader outlining the 
positive changes made to date, 
leading to a reduction of 44 
per cent in both the council’s 
carbon emissions and North 
Ayrshire as a whole. � is has 
been achieved through the 
installation of solar panels 
on council buildings, new 
district heating schemes, and 
increasing energy e�  ciency 
through education and other 
renewable technologies.

Attendees then heard 
from Kathryn Dapre, head 
of energy and sustainabil-
ity NHS and chairwoman 
of Sustainable Network 
Scotland, and Ellie Murtagh 
from Sni� er, representing 
Adaptation Scotland, who 
both spoke passionately at the 
event in Saltcoats Town Hall.

Kathryn said: ‘I was delight-
ed to be taking part in this 
important event and good to 
see North Ayrshire Council 
taking an ambitious and pro-
active approach to tackling 

the climate emergency. As 
well as being linked to my 
day job, I also have a personal 
interest in this as I’m a North 
Ayrshire resident – which 
means that my own travel 
footprint for this event will be 
minimal.’

Ellie added: ‘Adaptation 
Scotland was delighted to 
be involved in the event and 
looks forward to working 
further with North Ayrshire 
Council on its adaptation 
journey. We also welcome 
North Ayrshire Council’s 
strong commitment to 
climate action, including the 
addition of a climate change 
adaptation work stream to the 
forthcoming environmental 
sustainability and climate 
change strategy.

‘� e inclusion of an ad-
aptation work stream will 
be a crucial opportunity 
to enhance resilience and 
deliver long term bene� ts for 
communities.’

A� er the presentations, 
the three speakers took 
questions from the � oor. 
� e main focus of the event 
was round table discussions 
with all participants to hear 
their ideas about what can be 
done to tackle climate change 
together.

� e council last year de-
clared a climate emergency 
and backed that up by 
committing £8.8 million in 

this year’s budget towards 
implementing change.

Councillor Cullinane add-
ed: ‘� e climate emergency 
is an existential threat to 
our planet that requires 
urgent action to be taken, 
at all levels of government, 
across the globe to rapidly 
cut carbon emissions. Here in 
North Ayrshire we have a real 
chance to lead from the front 
and set the agenda.’

Steak Night – 2 Ribeye Steaks & bottle of wine   Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, from 5pm
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food Share Big Co, Brodick. 8.15pm
Trev’s Pop Music Quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Wednesday 25th March
Live Music – Mike Bailey                                         Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Rock ’n’ Pop Bingo                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 26th March 
Chess  Club                                                                  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 11am – 1pm
Open Session                                                                            Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 8pm
Eco Savvy & Co-op Food  Share                                                                 Big Co, Brodick. 8.15pm 
Tommy’s General Knowledge Quiz                                                     Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 27th March
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                       Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live Music –  Shindig                                                                Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food Share                                                               Big Co, Brodick, 8.15pm    

Saturday 28th March
Live Music –  Nicola Evans                                      Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food  Share                                                              Big Co, Brodick, 8.15pm 
Over-21s’ Disco   Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm
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Bottle roads
Arran’s roads may not be smooth as glass but 
soon they will be partly made of glass. And 
while this will not greatly improve the roads 
it will solve what has been a growing problem 
for the Arran Recycling Company.

In short all bottles so carefully put into 
bottle banks have become almost impossible 
to recycle. A glut of green wine bottles and the 
cost of sending the bottles to the mainland has 
meant that it is no longer worth the e�ort of 
collecting them. 

A bottle mountain is growing by the week at 
Market Road with little sign that it might be 
removed.

Now the perfect answer has been found. A 
suggestion has been made to John �omson 
Construction that they crush the glass and 
use it themselves. It turns out they have the 
appropriate machinery and the process can 
commence almost immediately.

�anks to a lot of open mindedness the bottle 
recycling problem appears to have been solved 
and in the most environmentally friendly way 
possible.

Desert Island Discs
Another successful and entertaining session 
of Desert Island Discs was held at Brodick 
Castle last Saturday. �e two castaways were 
Mairi McInnes and Alec Clark, both of whom 
have led very interesting lives.

First we had the delightful Mairi, who has 
lived on the outskirts of Lamlash for a few 
years. Coming from a musical family it was 
not surprising that she soon developed a warm 
singing voice and when she was still a young 
girl she won the gold medal at the Mod, the 
youngest person ever to do so. Now, of course, 
she is internationally known and her records 
and albums are always greatly admired.  Most 
of the records she chose to take to the desert 
island were Scottish folk songs.

By contrast, Alec Clark created Mayfest, the 
great annual get-together in Glasgow with in-
ternationally famous artists of all persuasions. 
He has been a board member or director of so 
many organisations that his CV runs to many, 
many pages. Alec chose to take a wide variety 
of music into exile with him, most recorded 
from old 78s.

Put to the test at a trade exhibition at the Auchrannie Hotel, Richard Roberts receives 
opinions on his Arran Ale made at the new Arran Brewery. 01_B12tweY02

Pupils and janitors at the picket line outside Arran High School. The strike action 
involves about half of all janitors in North Ayrshire who will see their wages being 
reduced by new working conditions. 01_B12tweY01

Stewart Lambie presents the winners of the Burns Speaking competition with their 
certi�cates and prizes. P5-7 winners were June Bunyan, Seonaid Anderson, Sabrina 
Beaton and Kirsty McBain. 01_B12tweY03

A work party tackled the overgrown and disused putting green in Whiting Bay recently. 
With more than 20 volunteers taking part, the green is expected to open for business in a 
few weeks. 01_B12tweY05

Peter Sloan shows o� the goods while Jim Lees leads the bidding at the Corrie and 
Sannox Harbour Trust auction. Not just an opportunity to pick up a bargain, the auction 
also provides much entertainment. 01_B12tweY04
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RECRUITMENT

Recruitment to Membership of the Board of Management
Ayrshire College is seeking to recruit new members to its Board of Management. As an individual 
you may never have considered a Board position before, but your experience may be invaluable! 
Ayrshire College Board of Management is very keen to increase the diversity of its non-executive Board 
Membership. Many of us don’t realise how much we have to offer, so even if you are really not sure the 
Boardroom is for you, please contact us and discuss the role of the Board Member and what contribution 
you could make.
The vision of Ayrshire College is to raise aspirations and inspire achievement in our communities by 
delivering creative and innovative solutions to support the educational, economic and social needs of 
Ayrshire.
It is a crucial part of this vision that the Board of Management provides leadership and strategic direction 
for the College and delivers excellence in corporate governance, inspiring staff to deliver the highest 
standards of learning and teaching. The Board also has a crucial role in engaging with key stakeholders, 
businesses and employers in Ayrshire and beyond.
Board of Management Opportunities: The Board of Management is now seeking at least two talented 
individuals to become Members of the Board of Management and support the College on its exciting 
journey.
Applications are particularly invited from individuals with experience of key local economy 
sectors including STEM, Commerce, Hospitality, Tourism and the Third Sector. In addition, 
applications from individuals with specifi c skills in Health & Social Care, Human Resource 
Management/Strategy, Academia, Accounting, Audit, Financial Management and Construction 
are also welcomed.
Given our commitment to diversity, the board particularly welcomes applications from small businesses 
and groups currently under-represented on our board, including people with disabilities and people from 
ethnic minority backgrounds.

Application Procedure
For further information on the appointment outlined above and the application process, please visit 
www.ayrshire.ac.uk or contact Human Resources on 01292 265184 ext. 7004. If invited for interview 
and you have a disability which requires adjustments to be made (physical access and/or sign language 
interpretation etc.), the Board Offi ce will provide support as required.

Ayrshire College is a registered Scottish charity. Reg No. SC021177

WWW.AYRSHIRE.AC.CO.UK
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As both Solicitor and Estate Agent  
we combine Marketing, Legal and Financial Expertise to deliver a 

seamless, effective and comprehensive service from initial 
valuation to final sale. 

If you are thinking of selling your home, please contact our Estate 
Agency Team for more information or to arrange a no obligation 

Valuation on Tel: 01770 302027 
ARRAN OFFICE ADDRESS: Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick, KA27 8AJ 

As both Solicitor and Estate Agent

E S T A T E   A G E N T S 

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 
GRASS CUTTING SCHEME 2020

North Ayrshire Council is now accepting applications to the Council’s Grass Cutting 
Scheme, which is limited to grass and hedge cutting.
The scheme covers cutting grass of an area no bigger than 150 square metres and 
hedges where they border a path. No weeding or planting is provided for. However, 
we will maintain gardens to an acceptable standard up to a maximum of seven grass 
cuts and one hedge cut. Due to the limited number of gardens to be included on the 
scheme, applications will be accepted on a ‘first come first served basis’.
To be eligible, the applicants must permanently reside at the property and meet the 
following eligibility criteria:
•  Be aged 75 or over
•  Or aged 65 and over and in receipt of Attendance Allowance (higher rate) or free 

personal care
•  Or aged under 65 and in receipt of DLA mobility (higher rate) or care (highest rate)
•  Or aged under 65 and in receipt of PIP mobility (enhanced rate) or daily living 

component (enhanced rate)
To apply contact the Council online at www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/grasscuttingscheme 
or by telephone from Monday 16 March 2020 on 01294 310000. An assessment of 
eligibility will be made during the application process and payment for the scheme 
will be taken. The charge for the scheme is £84.00 including vat. 
Applications will close on Friday 3 April 2020. Applicants from previous years are not 
automatically re-enrolled on the scheme and are required to re-apply. The grass 
cutting scheme will commence on Tuesday 14 April 2020 and terminate on Friday 
9 October 2020.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk. Written 
representations may also be made to the Head of Service (Economic Development & 
Regeneration) at the above address by 10.04.20. Any representations received will be 
open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

20/00209/PP; The Studio, Shiskine, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Change of use from 
photographic studio to residential dwelling.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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P
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NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE ACT 1992 

COUNCIL TAX 

As required by paragraph 96(1) of the above Act, North Ayrshire Council give notice of, 
in terms of paragraphs 70 (1) and 93 (1) of the same Act, the amounts of Council Tax 
payable in respect of chargeable dwellings in each valuation band for year 2020/21

Valuation 
Band 

Full Council Tax 
(£)

Council Tax  
discounted by 25% (£) 

A 895.12 671.34

B 1,044.31 783.23

C 1,193.49 895.11

D 1,342.69 1,007.01

E 1,764.14 1,323.10

F 2,181.86 1,636.39

G 2,629.42 1,972.06

H 3,289.58 2,467.18

The above figures exclude water and wastewater charges. Scottish Water is 
responsible for setting its own charges for household water and wastewater services, 
which are subject to scrutiny by the Water Industry Commission for Scotland. North 
Ayrshire Council is required by law to include water and wastewater charges on its 
Council Tax bills and to collect the sums due on behalf of Scottish Water. 
The level of discount on unoccupied properties for up to 12 months is 10% and 200% 
levy for greater than 12 months unless actively marketed for sale or let for up to 24 
months; second homes no longer receive a discount in accordance with the Council 
Tax (Variation for unoccupied Dwellings) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2016. 
The 2020/21 annual Council Tax Notices will be issued in March 2020. 

L Friel, Executive Director – (Finance and Corporate Support) 

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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BANNER CLASSIFIEDS
PAINTER AND DECORATOR INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

Private sales 

Drive Times

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 

may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

GAS SUPPLIES

ELECTRICAL SERVICES BICYCLE SERVICES

SAWMILL & GARDEN CENTRE

HARDWARE & AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES

Tel 01770 600335

SKODA YETI 2016
5 door - automatic
1.2 turbo petrol - 
grey, 23000 miles
12 months MOT

£8500

In light of the current situation, 
we have decided to be proactive!

We are not going to have set delivery days, but if you 
like to phone in an order, we can take payment over 

the phone and deliver as soon as practicable.

We are in the process of developing our website, 
www.cladachsawmill.com

to allow online ordering of our extensive stock, 
including plants, composts, timber and fencing.

� ere may be di�  culty bringing in plants from 
the mainland, so we have upped our propagation 

and will endeavour to produce a wide range of 
plants, both edible and ornamental, for your 

pleasure, using our own facilities.

Our shop, garden centre and timber yard are open as 
normal 6 days a week.

Call 01770 302622, 
email cladachsawmill@btinternet.com

CLADACH SAWMILL & GARDEN CENTRE

Free to Uplift
Round Bale 
Haylage, good qual-
ity. Free to Uplift. Tel: 
01770 700371.
1997 6 Berth Willerby 
Static Caravan.
Ideal office/staff ac-
commodation. Fair 

to good condition. 
Available for uplift 
now from Lamlash. 
Phone 07502 184 
972

For Sale
Hy-line Point of Lay 
pullets. Tel Colin: 
07968 259502
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DEATH 

CHURCH NOTICES Jenni lifts ALGU Drumadoon title

Jenni Turnbull. 

Arran Ladies’ Golf
Union
It was third time lucky for 
ALGU Drumadoon competi-
tion at Whiting Bay Golf Club 
on Saturday March 14.

It had been cancelled twice 
previously because of gale 
force winds, so in the rela-
tively balmy day on Saturday 
12 ladies played.   � e rain 
held o�  for the duration of 
the � xture and only started 
as everyone was leaving 
the clubhouse a� er John 
Simmons’ excellent soup and 
rolls.

First was Jenni Turnbull 
with a 68 net (86) and second 
Susan Butchard 71 net (BIH) 
from Isabel McDonald. Susan 
also won scratch.

Many thanks to Whiting 
Bay for hosting the competi-
tion in these di�  cult weather 
conditions.

Has anyone seen:   Silver 
Plated Salver (Drumadoon) 
about 10 inches across, and 
cut glass quaich (Runner Up 
Island Championship).  If so 
please phone Viv 860185.

Lamlash Golf Club
� ursday March 12, no 
Yellow Medal due to bad 

weather. Sunday March 15, 
Lamlash vs Whiting Bay 
friendly at Lamlash.   Ten 
brave souls ventured out in 
horrendous conditions, � ve 
players   from Lamlash and 
� ve  from Whiting Bay.

Result: Lamlash 1.5 W/Bay 
1.5. Overall Result Lam 3.5 
W/Bay 2.5

Winner of Winter Shield 
– Lamlash. Individual 
Stableford: 1 Dougie Auld 
37pts, 2 Jamie MacPherson 
35pts. Best scratch Jamie 
MacPherson 30pts to sta-
bleford. Overall winner of 
Old Cronies’ Trophy Dougie 
Auld 37+32=69pts. Runner 
up Jamie MacPherson 
33+35=68pts.

Many thanks to Martin and 
sta�  for soup and sandwiches 
a� er the game and to Simon 
behind the bar for the much 
needed refreshments.

Fixtures; Sunday March 
22, � nal round of Glenburn 
Cup, 9.30am and noon starts. 
� ursday March 26, Yellow 
Medal, 11am ballot.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday March 17, Lochranza 
Hotel Cup � nal round, played 
over nine holes due to the 
weather. 1 Alastair MacDonald 
16pts, 2 Quinton Oliver 14pts, 
3 Reuben Betley 12pts. 

Winner of the Lochranza 
Hotel Cup was Phil Betley 
192pts, runner up  John 
Pennycott  187pts. 2019 eclectic 
winner  Phil Betley  41pts.

Fixture: Tuesday March 
24, Yellow Tees Sweep, tee o�  
noon.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday March 15, Winter 
Cup Stableford, 11 played, 
NC. 1 Alastair Dobson 12, 
37pts acb, 2 Bruce Jenkins 7, 

37pts, 3 Bill Donaldson 14, 
36pts.

Fixture: Sunday March 22, 
Winter Cup Stableford, 9am 
and noon.

Sport halted on Arran and around the world
Sporting � xtures which were 
meant to take place over 
the weekend on Arran were 
suspended following advice 
from the Scottish Football 
Association and Scottish 
Hockey.

� e decision saw the cancel-
lation of both a double-head-
er weekend of two hockey 
games in the West District 
Hockey league for the Arran 
Ladies Hockey Team and the 
much-anticipated Ayrshire 
Sunday League game against 
Grange Amateurs, which was 
also cancelled for Arran AFC.

� ese decisions a� ecting 
grassroots football and hock-
ey naturally trickled down 
from the governing bodies 
which have also cancelled 
professional-level sports na-
tionwide and internationally 
in an attempt at curbing the 
spread of coronavirus.

� e activities of all three 
jogScotland a�  liated run-
ning groups on the island 
have also been suspended.

Sport in general, across 

the world, has been thrown 
into disarray with major 
disruption a� ecting sporting 
calendars and � xtures.

� is has a� ected all Scottish 
and English football includ-
ing the   Premier and SPL 
leagues and, earlier this week, 
the Euro 2020 football tour-
nament was postponed for a 
year until June 2021. Some of 
the games were due to be in 
Glasgow.

Rugby Union has been 
suspended with the Wales v 
Scotland game in the � nal 
round of the Guinness Six 
Nations – which was meant to 
take place over the weekend – 
being postponed, following 
the cancellation of the France 
v Ireland and Italy v England 
games.

Golf has fared little better 
with the � rst major gol� ng 
event of the year, the US 
Masters, being suspended. 
PGA tour events and other 
European tour tournaments 
have also been postponed.

Cricket tours and test series 

have been postponed and the 
� nal two days of the one-day 
internationals between India 
and South Africa will now 
take place without spectators.

� e season opener for 
Formula One racing, the 
Australian Grand Prix, has 
been postponed with the 
season now delayed and set to 

start in June.
� e largest sporting 

event, the Olympics and 
Paralympics, are, at the time 
of going to press, still sched-
uled to take place in Tokyo 
this summer, however, high 
pro� le � gures are already ex-
pressing doubts as to whether 
this will go as planned.

Season ends early for bridge club
� e Arran Bridge Club 2019-20 winter season has ended 
a� er being cut short. � e club considered the risk from the 
coronavirus and voted to cancel the AGM and prizegiving 
dinner.

� e start of summer bridge at Arran High School may also 
be delayed.

Please check the Banner and the club website for updates 
and in the meantime, keep safe.

� e � nal season results are: � ursday March 5, aggregate, � ve tables. 
N/S - 1 Jan and John Beattie, 2 Alison Bilsland and Elaine Duncan, 3 John 
Baraclough and Jennifer Wales. E/W 1 David Campbell and Gege Kroner, 2 
David and Fiona Henderson, 3 Brenda Livingstone and Pat Adamson.

Monday March 9, matchpoints, � ve tables. 1 Tricia Martin and David 
Campbell, 2 Alison Bilsland and Elaine Duncan, 3 Jan and John Beattie, 4 
Gege Kroner and David Henderson

� ursday March 12, aggregate, 41/2 tables. N/S 1 David and Fiona 
Henderson, 2 Gege Kroner and Andy Martin, 3 Jim Peacock and Elaine 
Duncan. E/W 1 Tricia Martin and David Hamilton, 2 Margaret MacGill 
and Jessmay Peacock, 3 Jan and John Beattie.

FERGUSON – Ian
Peacefully at Crosshouse 
Hospital on Tuesday, 3rd 
March 2020. Ian, aged 83 
years, father of James, Sarah 
and Fiona, grandad of Seth, 
Flora, Rosie, Kate and Louis. 
Much loved and much 
missed.
WATT - � omas Kennedy
Aged 65 years. Loving 
son of Greta and father 
of Glenda, Shauna and 
� omas, also Papa to Talor, 
Morgan, Lucy, Irvin, Megan 
and Bessie. Passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
his children on Wednesday 
11th March. Special thanks 
to everyone at the Ayrshire 
Hospice. Funeral at Brodick 
Cemetery on Friday 27th 
March at 11.15am.  Family 
� owers only. Family would 
appreciate donations to � e 
Ayrshire Hospice by www.
aryshirehospice.org

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
(continuing)
Sunday 22nd  March 
Morning Service at 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick
Evening Service at 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 
together
Minister:
Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:
Sunday 22nd March 
Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches, Shiskine Church, 
Brodick Church,Corrie 
Church, and the Service of 
Worship in Montrose
House from
Sunday 22nd March 
ALL SERVICES ARE 
CANCELLED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.
All church activities are also 
cancelled till further notice. 
Please note that Brodick 
Church is still accessible for 
the Food bank .

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005
Sunday 22nd March 
With regret, due to the 
threat of Covid-19, there 
will be no services until 
further notice.
Sadly, we have been advised 
to cancel all services for the 
foreseeable future.
Will let you know when we 
resume services.
Can’t believe we won’t be 
celebrating Easter!
Hope you are well.
Best wishes
Elizabeth 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
LAMLASH and KILMORY 
CHURCHES
� ese churches will be 
closed with e� ect from
Sunday 22nd March
SCRIPTURE UNION 
HOLIDAY CLUB
Unfortunately, the Holiday 
Club to be run in conjunc-
tion with Lamlash Church in 
April will not take place.
Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 22nd  March 
ALL SERVICES ARE 
CANCELLED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
ALL SERVICES ARE 
CANCELLED
UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE
Please contact Richard 
Trewby
on 01770-600236
for further information

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 22nd March 
Sadly we have to suspend 
ALL meetings of the church 
until further notice.
Meanwhile if you have any 
prayer requests or feel we 
can help in any way do 
contact us. We also hope to 
make available recordings of 
weekly “mini services”. 
Phone 01770 600222 or visit 
our web site: www.arranbap-
tistchurch.btck.co.uk

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Sunday 22nd March 
� e Scottish Catholic 
Bishops have decided that 
there is to be no public Mass 
during the Corona Virus 
emergency so there will be 
no Sunday Mass here till 
further notice.
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Organisers ‘gutted’ as 
Ultra Tour called off

More than 500 runners set o�  from Brodick beach on the � rst day of the Rat Race Ultra Tour last year. 

... but date already 
confi rmed for 2021

� e Arran Ultra Tour, 
which was scheduled to go 
ahead next month, has been 
postponed until next year 
following Scottish govern-
ment advice to cancel mass 
gatherings of more than 500 
people.

� e event was meant to take 
place over two days on the 
weekend starting on Saturday 
April 4. Staged by Rat Race 
Adventure Sports, last year 
it attracted more than 500 
entrants from Denmark, 
Netherlands, Dubai, 
Germany, France, USA, 
Canada and Belgium and 55 
entrants from the UK.

Rat Race organisers issued 
a statement outlining their 
rationale for postponing the 
event, which included much 
consideration for Arran 
residents and the impact that 
the cancellation will have for 
the island.

Citing the uncertainty of 
developments with regard to 
the coronovirus, and with a 
full schedule of other events, 
Rat Race organisers were keen 
to con� rm a new date of April 
10 and 11, 2021 for the event 
to take place.

Jim Mee, founder of Rat 
Race events, said: ‘In light 
of the Scottish government 
recommended ban on events 
and mass gatherings in excess 
of 500 people, we are truly 
gutted to have to inform you 
that we will be postponing 
Ultra Tour of Arran 2020.

‘Whilst the Scottish gov-
ernment recommendation 
is self-explanatory, we have 
also over very recent days 
been weighing the e� ects 
of our event on such a small 
community as Arran. 

‘It is a genuine boost to the 
local economy and it is sad in-
deed that we need to remove 
its positive bene� ts from the 
community on this occasion.

Correct decision
‘However, having consulted 

with our medics, our insur-
ers, the Arran tourist board 
and several other stakehold-
ers, it is clear that the correct 
decision is not to operate the 
event in April 2020.

‘Our event brings a sig-
ni� cant in� ux of visitors to 
Arran in a concentrated time 
frame; and people do genu-
inely come from around the 
world to enjoy this magical 
place. 

‘We currently have in the 
region of 500 runners and 
sta�  from more than 10 

di� erent countries set to take 
part. Clearly these numbers 
may deplete between now 
and the event date; but in a 
time where travel is being 
restricted and where we are 
uncertain on how this virus 
will spread and how national 

and regional controls will be 
implemented, we do not feel 
that it is responsible for us to 
continue with our plans for 
April.

Real impact
‘� ere is also the very real 

impact our event may have 

in diverting resources away 
from the NHS at this time, 
when frontline medical ser-
vices will only have to ramp 
up, not down in the weeks to 
come. We do not want to be 
a reason to put any further 
burden on the healthcare 

service; nor to run the risk 
of healthcare support being 
removed from the event and 
to put you the participant at 
risk if those services have to 
be diverted o�  elsewhere as 
the virus takes hold more in 
our communities’.


