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New classmates wanted 
at Luing Primary School

‘The success of Argyll 
and Bute is built on a 
growing population.’

Luing residents are hoping 
to entice young families to 
move to the island and boost 
numbers at its tiny school.

Unless more children are 
registered for the start of the 
August term, there will be 
just one pupil le� .

Keen to � nd classmates 
for the youngster, islanders 
are rallying round to attract 
other families to join its lively 
little community on the edge 
of the Atlantic.

Argyll and Bute Council 
says that regardless of num-
bers it has no plans to shut the 
school, but the drastic drop 
in the number of pupils was 
worrying enough for Luing 
Community Council to put it 
on its agenda.

At the last census count, 
there were seven pupils.

Community council chair-
man Mike Barlow, whose own 
children went to the school,   
said: ‘It’s part of the commu-
nity to have a school here and 
it would be a real shame if it 
had to be mothballed until 

numbers picked up again.
We want to see it stay open. 
All it will take is a couple of 
families to come and live here 
and it would be all change.’

Argyll and Bute councillor 
Elaine Robertson added: 
‘Luing is a wonderful island.  
It’s a superb place to bring up 
children. I would love to see 
more young families come 
and live here. 

‘A few years ago the school 
was thriving, so I was hor-
ri� ed to hear there might be 
just one pupil le�  when the 
others move up to Oban High 
School.’

Rent
An Argyll and Bute Council 

spokesperson told � e Oban 
Times: ‘We have no plans 
to close any of our schools, 
including Luing primary. 

‘� e future success of 
Argyll and Bute is built on a 
growing population and this 

is something the council and 
its partners are focused on.’ 
At the start of this year, the 
island’s Facebook page post-
ed two family-sized houses 
up for rent, inviting people 
to start a 2020 adventure by 
joining the Luing commu-
nity, home to the bustling 
Atlantic Islands Centre, a 
bakers’ co-operative, an 
award-winning bakery and a 
post o�  ce/general store.

� e appealing post attracted 
‘quite a bit of interest’ as a 
result, � e Oban Times was 
told, and the owner of both 
properties is looking to pro-
gress it.

On the island of Lismore, 
the search continues for a 
new head teacher   to replace 
Catherine Davies when she 
retires in April. 

� e school has 12 prima-
ry-age youngsters and three 
under- � ves in the nursery.

Kilchattan Primary School 
on Colonsay is also on the 
hunt for a new head teacher 
and is running a social media 
campaign to � nd the right 
person for the job, o� ering a 
salary of £51,249.

Young cooks at Oban’s Park Primary School had all the right ingredients for a 
fabulous Pancake Day. Pupils at the school in Dunollie took it in turns to stir the 
batter and � ip pancakes during class time on Tuesday before enjoying the Shrove 
Tuesday snack. On average, people in the UK eat two pancakes each on Pancake Day, 
meaning more than 100 million pancakes are eaten on the day.

Pancake Day is ‘fl ipping’ fantastic
by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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In an article in last week’s 
Oban Times with regard 
to Comar, the Mull-based 
arts organisation, and its 
problems in trying to engage 
a new chief executive o�cer 
(CEO), the article mentioned 
the company’s former CEO 
and head of theatre Alasdair 
McCrone.

�e article stated Mr 
McCrone was on a salary of 
£38,000. Mr McCrone would 
like us to point out this was 
not the case and the actual 
�gure was considerably less.

Mr McCrone said: ‘In 1995, 
I was appointed artistic di-
rector of Mull Little �eatre 
at a time when the company 
had no funding and very 
few assets. At that time and 
for many years a�erwards, 
while I was helping build up 
the company, I was paid a 
very small fee and only for 
part of the year. Later, when 
Mull �eatre was one of the 
busiest and most successful 
full time producing and 
touring theatre companies 
in Scotland and I was artistic 
director and CEO, my annual 
salary was still substantially 
less than other theatre pro-

ducers. In 2016 I was asked to 
be CEO of Comar as well as 
head of theatre. Subsequently, 
under my leadership, Comar 
applied for and received 
substantial regular funding 
from Creative Scotland. As 
well as having CEO planning, 
budgeting and management 
responsibilities, I continued 
to be active as theatre pro-
ducer, director and actor, 
regularly touring the country 
with the company.’ 

In its  statement on Mr 
McCrone’s resignation  in 
2019, the board of Comar 
said: ‘A�er 24 years of balanc-
ing acting and directing with 
a desk job Alasdair McCrone 
will be leaving Comar this 
spring to focus full time on 
his creative work. His career 
with Mull �eatre, and subse-
quently with Comar, the Mull 
arts organisation, has been 
memorable.  

‘Alasdair was instrumental 
in growing Mull �eatre 
from its foundation as a tiny 
and unfunded theatre to 
one of Scotland’s foremost 
professional touring theatre 
companies and has latterly 
been Comar’s CEO.’

Clari�cation

A man has been �ned £1,000 
and disquali�ed from driv-
ing for a year a�er drink 
driving.

Douglas Christopher 
Mcclymont, of 3 Carey 
Road, Saltcoats, admitted  

being more than twice over 
the limit on November 5.

Procurator �scal David 
Glancy told the court on 
Monday February 24 that 
Mcclymont was staying in a 
hotel in Adfern for work and 
had arrived the night before.

‘It was a fairly sociable 

evening,’ Mr Glancy added. 
‘A considerable amount 
of drink was consumed.’ 
He said Mcclymont was 
assisted upstairs at around 
12.30am and the following 
morning he set o� in a car.

Following an incident, the 
accused became directly 

involved with the police, 
who spoke to him at around 
9.50am. He then failed the 
road-side breath test and 
was arrested and brought to 
Oban Police Station.

In his defence, 
Mcclymont’s solicitor said: 
‘He has gone to bed and 

woke up and thought he was 
�t to drive, when clearly he 
was not. He would not be 
the �rst person to make that 
mistake.’

Sheri� Patrick Hughes 
said: ‘�ere’s a real lack of 
awareness among the public 
to how long alcohol remains 

in the system a�er an epi-
sode of heavy drinking.’

Sheri� Hughes banned 
Mcclymont from driving 
for 12 months, which will 
be reduced to nine if he 
completes a drink drivers 
rehabilitation programme,  
and �ned him £1,000.

Twelve-month ban and £1,000 �ne for morning after driver
COURT

Last week, we revealed a fam-
ily were le� devastated a�er 
�nding out there are no more 
burial plots on Lismore, writes 
David McPhee.

Within the article, Argyll 
and Bute Council said there 
are 66 cemeteries closed to the 
sale of spaces throughout the 
constituency.

�e Oban Times has ob-
tained a list of the inactive 
cemeteries.

�e inventory was compiled 
in August last year, however, 
it has since been revealed  
Lismore is at capacity.

Argyll and Bute Council 
now says it will be asking res-
idents across the constituency 
about their personal choices 
and views this year, so ‘a new 
set of cemetery policies can be 
proposed’.

Local authorities are only 
required to provide one 

cemetery per area, but Argyll 
and Bute has 65 cemeteries 
available for the purchase of 
lairs. �ere are a large number 

of lairs that have been sold, but 
70 years have lapsed without 
them being used. �e council 
said one option in areas of 

most need could be to inves-
tigate if these are still needed 
and claim them back if not.

Inactive burial sites in 
Argyll and Bute listed

Bute and Cowal
Saint Blanes (Private) - Bute
Hamilton Street - Dunoon
Inverchaolin - Cowal
Kil�nnan - Cowal
Southall - Cowal
High Kirk - Dunoon
Kilbride - Cowal

Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and Islay
Achnabreac Other Sections - 
Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Braeface - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Carse, Mid - Argyll / Knapdale
Inverlussa - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Inverneill - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Keills, Tayvallich - Mid-Argyll / 
Knapdale
Killinver - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Kilmahumaig - Mid-Argyll / 
Knapdale
Kilmalieu - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Kilmartin - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Kilmory - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Kilmory Knapp - Mid-Argyll / 
Knapdale
Kilnaishn - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale

Lergnahension - Mid-Argyll / 
Knapdale
Lochgair - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Lochead - Mid-Argyll / Knapdale
Tarbert New - Mid-Argyll / 
Knapdale
Tarbert O - T - Mid-Argyll / 
Knapdale
Tarbert A - O - Mid-Argyll / 
Knapdale
English - Campbeltown
Gartnagrenach - Kintyre
Kilchenzie - Kintyre
Kilkivan - Kintyre
Saddell - Kintyre
Waterfoot - Kintyre
Clachan (Old) - Kintyre
Kilnave - Islay / Jura
Kilarrow - Islay / Jura
Kilchiaran - Islay / Jura
Kildalton - Islay / Jura
Tarbert - Islay Jura Islay / Jura
Inverluss - Islay / Jura

Oban, Lorn and the Isles
Carsaig - Mull
Lochdon - Mull

Fionnhport - Mull
Gometra - Mull
Inch keneth - (Gribun) Mull
Kilinalin - Mull
Killean - Mull
Kilmluaig - Mull
Kilninian - Mull
Kilunaig - Mull
Knock - Mull
Laggan - Mull
Tobermory (Old) - Mull
Kil�nichen - Mull
Kilpatrick - Bunessan, Mull
Kilvickeon -  Bunessan, Mull
Kilvickeon - Ulva, Mull
Kilbride - Lorn
Kilmelford - Lorn
Kilmore - Lorn
Parish Cemetery - Oban
Crossapol - Coll
Cladbeag - Tiree

Helensburgh and Lomond
Rhu Churchyard - Rhu
Ballyhenan - Arrochar
Cardross Churchyard - Cardross

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000 
Helensburgh 01436 674976 
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Commercial Property
Energy Reports • Quantity Surveying • Project Management
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Little Learners Nursery, 
Dunbeg, will close its doors 
on Friday June 26, leaving 
sta�  without a job and 32 
children looking for a nurs-
ery place, writes Fiona Scott.

� e announcement follows 
a three-week consultation 
with a dozen sta�  during 
which operators Argyll 
College UHI says it has ‘ex-
plored every option’.

Concerns are now growing 
that the closure will make it 
even more di�  cult for moth-
ers to return to work a� er 
having children.

Childminder Katy Pollock 
was one of several parties 
interested in taking on the 
running of Little Learners, 
but she said all discussions 
came to an end without a 
positive solution. 

She said: ‘Spaces for under 
threes are very limited in the 
Oban area. 

‘� ere are only 11 child-

minders o� ering spaces but 
we are restricted to caring for 
three children under school 
age and only one of these can 
be aged under one year old, at 
any time.

‘Nursery spaces are also 
restricted by child/adult 
ratios. Children are placed in 
settings for the long term, so 
I won’t have any availability 
until August 2021 and I al-
ready have a waiting list.

Huge blow
‘� e closure of Little 

Learners is a huge blow to 
many families in the area and 
with all the new houses being 
built, childcare spaces are 
seriously lacking.’

Katy � rst looked at Little 
Learners in September, along 
with a colleague, and had 
hoped they would be able to 
take it over and continue to 
run it as a nursery.

‘Our o� er in December was 
turned down with no nego-

tiation as we weren’t close to 
what they were wanting for 
it, but as a � nancially failing 
business we felt it was not 
worth what they wanted,’ she 
added.

‘We had spent a lot of time 
doing business plans, meet-
ing with a lawyer and provi-
sionally sorting � nances. Due 
to time restraints with the 
Care Inspectorate, we knew it 
was going to take a minimum 
of six months to change 
the registration and Little 
Learners management had 
made it clear they couldn’t 
keep it running at a loss for 
that length of time.’

A� er announcing the 
closure last week, College 
Principal Martin Jones said: 
‘We will be doing all we can 
to support sta�  a� ected to 
� nd alternative employment 
or help them develop their 
career prospects by moving 
into education or training.’

Dunbeg nursery to close in June

Fish farm objectors are 
opposing plans to almost 
double the number of salmon 
being produced in pens at 
Dunsta� nage, close to popu-
lar Ganavan beach.

� is week campaigners 
on Facebook posted that 
the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) 
had issued noti� cation it 
intends to allow Scottish 
Sea Farm to increase its 
� sh production from 1,300 
tonnes to 2,350 tonnes at the 
Dunsta� nage site.

Save Seil Sound warns it 
would mean more pollution 
being dumped from the pens 
into the sea next to one of 
Argyll’s few sandy beaches.

Pesticides, � sh excrement 
and uneaten � sh food are just 
some of those ‘unsavoury’ 
pollutants, including ‘deadly’ 
Emamectin Benzoate used to 
control the sea lice that live 
on salmon, says the action 
group.

� e insecticide Emamectin 
Benzoateis is known to be 
toxic to lobsters and crabs 
and stay active on the seabed 
for several years.

� e water around Ganavan 
is well-used in all seasons by 
kayakers and swimmers, says 
Ewan Kennedy from Save Seil 
Sound. ‘It’s a popular recre-
ation area for Oban, people 

Objectors up in arms 
over fi sh farm plan

Ganavan beach is a popular 
attraction with wild swim-
mers and kayakers.

He said that despite the 
Scottish Government setting 
up two working groups over a 
year ago to look at the issue, 
those groups were still way 
behind schedule and still de-
liberating without a timeline 
to reach any conclusions.

Hamish Macdonell of the 
Scottish Salmon Producers’ 
Organisation said � sh health 
and welfare has never been a 
higher priority, with sea lice 
levels at their lowest for six 
years.

He also said it was ‘unsur-
prising’ these pressure groups 
‘having failed to get what they 
wanted during an exhaustive 
parliamentary process which 
found a lack of de� nitive 
scienti� c evidence of any 
link between salmon farming 
and wild � sh numbers’ were 
leading this latest initiative.

Motorcyclist died after 
falling under lorry
A motorcyclist who 
died a� er falling 
under the wheels 
of a lorry near 
Connel crashed 
into another 
bike in front of 
him just moments 
earlier, an inquest   
has heard, writes Miles 
O’Leary, PlymouthLive.

Tristan Horswell, 29, pic-
tured, from Seaton in Devon, 
was  on the A85 at Achnacloich 
shortly a� er 6.30pm on May 
23 last year when the crash 
happened. � e glancing col-
lision with the motorbike in 
front caused him to fall o�  his 
bike and hit a lorry travelling 
in the opposite direction just 
a� er it passed under the rail-
way bridge. Mr Horswell, an 
aircra�  design engineer, was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Coroner Stephen Cavell said 
at an inquest in Plymouth: 
‘Tristan was travelling north 
on the A85 at Achnacloich, 
near Connel, Argyll, on 
� ursday May 23.

‘He was riding a green 
Kawasaki 650 motorbike 
and he was riding behind 

another motorcyclist. 
As they travelled 

north, they were 
a p p r o a c h i n g 
a railway 
bridge. As they 
approached, an 

HGV negotiated 
the railway bridge, 

which necessitated it 
to move into the middle of 
the road, which it did safely, 
and then returned to the 
southbound carriageway of 
the A85. � at seems to have 
required vehicles in front of 
the two motorcyclists to slow 
down.’

� e motorcyclist in front 
slowed down, Mr Cavell said, 
but Mr Horswell collided with 
the rear of the bike and that 
caused him to fall o�  onto his 
side.

‘At the same time, the HGV 
was passing and, sadly, he fell 
underneath the second axle of 
the HGV and sustained fatal 
injuries,’ Mr Cavell added.

� e coroner’s conclusion, 
having heard all the evidence, 
was that Mr Horswell died 
as a result of a road tra�  c 
collision.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

kayak and people swim all 
year round. If these plans go 
ahead, it’s a bigger area that 
could be out of bounds,’ he 
said.

Argyll District Salmon 
Fisheries Board has also regis-
tered an objection with SEPA 
over worries  any increase in 
farmed � sh at Dunsta� nage 
could increase the threat of 
sea lice on wild salmon and 
sea trout.

Save Seil Sound says the per-
mit being sought by Scottish 
Sea Farms is permission to 
pollute.

� ere is a whole ra�  of 
regulations � sh farms have to 
go through to get consent for 
plans and changes, but there 
is no particular order to do 
it in. Following Scottish Sea 

Farms’ application to SEPA, 
a planning application to 
Argyll and Bute Council is 
expected to be submitted.

If  an application goes to the 
council, people will be able to 
object said Mr Kennedy.

Earlier this week Save Seil 
Sound as well as Friends of 
Loch Etive and Friends of the 
Sound of Jura were among 
18 action groups endorsing 
and supporting a potential 
boycott of all Scottish farmed 
salmon products over what 
they say is Scottish Ministers’ 
failure to regulate salmon 
farming to protect wild � sh.

Andrew Graham-Stewart, 
director of the Salmon and 
Trout Conservation Scotland 
(S&TCS) has issued an ulti-
matum for Easter.

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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Oban Easter Fèis to 
return this April
� e dates have been set for 
this year’s Oban Easter Fèis.

More than 200 participants 
and 30 tutors are expected 
to take part in the festival, 
from Monday April 6 until 
Friday April 10 in Oban 
Primary Campus.

� e main Fèis Latharna 
is open to those aged eight 
to 18, however, there is 
also a ‘Wee Fèis’. � ere 
will be an event for � ve to 
seven-year-olds that will 
run the length of the festival 
from 10am until 12.30pm 
daily, as well as events for 
three to four-year-olds from 
1.30pm until 3.30pm every 

Youngsters have had a fantastic time at Oban Easter Fèis 
in previous years.

A 53-year-old man has ad-
mitted causing a breach of the 
peace in Oban’s George Street 
last year.

Andrew Kennedy of 
10 Whitegates Court, 
Lochgilphead, was � ned £120 
when he appeared in Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Monday 
February 24 and pleaded 
guilty to causing someone to 
su� er fear or alarm.

Procurator � scal David 

Glancy said the incident 
occurred at around 9pm on 
November 23 2019.

He said the accused had 
been in an argument with 
a female, which alarmed a 
passing family. 

An adult witness asked if 
everything was okay, to which 
the accused responded: ‘She is 
� ne,’ before swearing.

� e witness moved to a safe 
distance away, the police were 

contacted and Kennedy was 
arrested. Both the accused 
and the female were under the 
in� uence of alcohol.

In his defence, solicitor 
Edward � ornton said the 
incident was an exception to 
the norm and that his client 
had no previous convictions.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
labelled the incident as ‘un-
pleasant’ and � ned Kennedy 
£120.

Man � ned £120 following argument

A 23-year-old man from 
Mull has admitted assaulting 
another man and attempting 
to evade arrest.

Darren Craig Clark of 10 
Mill Brae, Bunessan, pleaded 
guilty to the charges when 
he appeared in Oban Sheri�  
Court on Monday February 
24.

Procurator � scal David 
Glancy told the court police 
o�  cers were watching 
CCTV at around 1.30am on 
September 14 last year when 
they noticed an altercation 
between Clark and another 
man in George Street, Oban.

� e footage showed the ac-
cused ‘repeatedly punching 
a man then kicking him’. 

Bunessan man admits assault and 
running from police in Oban

Top golfer Bob MacIntyre is 
putting swing power behind 
mental health support in his 
home town.

Martyn’s Monday Club in 
Oban was surprised to see its 
logo on Bob’s tour bag while 
the 23-year-old was prepar-
ing for the WGC-Mexico 
Championship.

� e peer support group, 
which works hard across the 
community with men and 
women to talk about their 
mental health struggles and to 
prevent suicide, now hopes to 
set up a meeting with Bob and 
invite him to keep promoting 
its life-saving message.

Bob tweeted: ‘On my bag 
this year is something that’s 
close to me and my family.  
Martyn’s Monday Club is a 
mental heath support group 

Golfer Bob tees up for 
Martyn’s Monday Club

Bob on the eighth tee at 
the Dubai Desert Classic.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

in my home town who are 
doing a great job. If anyone is 
struggling with mental health 
please, please don’t be scared 
to talk #togetherwecandothis.’

� e tweet prompted a surge 
of positive messages from 
followers: ‘Nice touch. � e 
Scottish male is not accus-
tomed to admitting to his 
vulnerability and it is people 
like Robert who can change 
that,’ said one.

Robert Cruickshanks, 
whose 37-year-old son 
Martyn took his own life in 
2018, said Bob and his family 
have always supported the 
club but seeing the logo on his 
tour bag, taking the mental 
health awareness message 
out to the world, came as a 
surprise.

Mr Cruickshanks said: ‘It 
was a lovely surprise for all 
at Martyn’s Monday Club. 
To think the club is now on a 
world tour with Bob is abso-
lutely amazing.

‘It will be nice when every-
one picks up on what has hap-
pened with Bob and his bag 
and we look forward to seeing 
it  travel as far as we can. 

‘We get great support from 
the community far and wide 
but Bob and his family have 
been supporters from the 
beginning, showing that sup-
port to us in all forms.

‘Something you can say 

for Bob is that he has his feet 
placed � rmly on the ground 
but I’m sure the pressure of 
playing at the height of your 
game has to show somewhere.’

In Scotland one in three 
people su� er from mental 
health issues.

‘I think we have a meeting 
arranged to sit round the table 
with Bob when he gets back o�  
tour and see where we can go 
from here. Hopefully he will 
continue to support Martyn’s 
Monday Club and getting our 
name and message out there.’

Last year more than £2,700 
was raised for the club by 
Martyn’s friends and family 
who climbed Ben Nevis. 

� is year they are putting 
together a team to Get Muddy 
for Martyn, taking on the 
Tough Mudder Challenge 
on July 5 at Dalkeith 
Countrypark. Go to Get 
Muddy for Martyn 2020 on 
Facebook to � nd out more.

O�  cers made their way to 
the scene and spoke to Clark, 
however, when they told him 

he was being arrested, he ‘ran 
for it’, heading in the direc-
tion of Station Square.

‘He got across the road and 
tripped over a bench and 
that stopped the � ight,’ Mr 
Glancy added.

He was taken to hospital 
as a precaution, before being 
taken into custody and being 
cautioned and charged.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
deferred the matter for 
reports until April 25, when 
mitigation will also be heard.

Sheri�  Hughes said: ‘� is is 
a serious matter and more se-
rious because of your previ-
ous convictions. � is is a case 
where the court will consider 
a custodial sentence.’

day of  the festival. � e main 
fèis will run from 10am 
until 3.30pm daily and 
will include song, drama, 
bagpipes, shinty, drumming, 
clarsach, guitar, group work, 
whistle, � ddle, accordion, 
sound production, art and 
cra� s, highland dance, 
chanter, dance, step dance, 
piano, and percussion.

Fèis Latharna is organised 
by a committee of volunteers 
and has been running its 
week of traditional music 
tuition in Oban since 1994.

For more information or 
to book a place visit www.
feislatharna.org

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
YOURSELF!
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An Oban man who admitted 
breaking a window has had 
his sentence deferred for six 
months for good behaviour.

Sean Kelly, 36, whose ad-
dress in court was care of 91 
McKelvie Road, Oban, admit-
ted destroying the property 
of another when he appeared 

at Oban Sheri�  Court on 
Monday February 24.

� e incident took place on 
December 26 2019.

Procurator � scal David 
Glancy said he was told the 
cost of the damage was £160, 
but that Kelly had already 
paid for it to be � xed.

In his defence, his solicitor 
Jane McLaren said: ‘He is a 
man who has managed to 
keep himself out of trouble 
since July 2017.’

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
deferred sentencing until 
August 12 for Kelly to be of 
good behaviour.

Sentence deferred for good behaviour

E� orts by Lismore 
residents to high-
light their ferry 
plight have been 
praised, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

Oban North 
and Lorn 
Councillor Kieron 
Green commended 
their campaign to save their 
lifeline ferry services between 
Port Appin and Lismore a� er 
con� rmation,   subject to the 
budget passing in the Scottish 
Parliament, that the council 
will receive £954,000 from 
the Scottish Government 
for internal ferry services in 
2020/21.

� is will cover the full 
budgeted cost of £454,000 
for operating all four council 
ferries – Lismore, Easdale, 
Kerrera and Luing – for the 
year. It will also fund the full 
cost of building a replacement 

Lismore ferry in time 
to comply with new 

regulations.
C o u n c i l l o r 

Green said: ‘� is 
is extremely wel-
come and I would 

like to thank the 
Scottish Government 

for this funding and pay 
tribute to the massive e� orts 
made by communities on 
Lismore and elsewhere to 
highlight this issue, the inter-
vention of our constituency 
MSP Michael Russell as well 
as the attention given to the 
issue by regional list MSPs.’

He added: ‘I know this will 
come as a relief to everyone 
who depends on these ferry 
services. 

‘I greatly appreciate this 
support being given to our 
islands and the recognition 
that has been given of the 
importance these services 

have in peoples lives.’
Argyll and Bute Council 

leader Aileen Morton re-
ceived a letter of funding con-
� rmation from Islands and 
Connectivity Minister Paul 
Wheelhouse on February 24.

Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron said 
common sense had ‘� nally 
prevailed’.

‘It was plainly obvious 
Argyll and Bute Council, a� er 
years of cuts to its budget, 
was in no � t � nancial state to 
fund the replacement Lismore 
ferry and, frankly, it should 
not have required such a long 
period of intensive lobbying 
of the Scottish Government 
to secure this outcome. I very 
much hope members of those 
communities who have been 
so worried about the possible 
loss of their lifeline services 
can now relax a little and get 
on with their lives.’

Praise for Lismore Ferry campaign

Tributes have been paid to 
one of Lochaber’s most well-
loved clergymen, Monsignor 
� omas Wynne, who died on 
Friday, aged 89.

At the time of his death, 
Father Tom, as he was a� ec-
tionately known to everyone, 
was staying with his nephew 
Deacon Tom Wynne and his 
wife Sheena at their home in 
Fort William.

A native of the town, Father 
Tom had retired from the 
church in the June of 2017 on 
the same day he had celebrated 
50 years in the priesthood.

He died in Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness, a� er a 
short illness. Bishop of the 
Diocese of Argyll, Brian 
McGee, had anointed him the 
evening before he died.

Bishop McGee told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘Monsignor 

� omas Wynne was an inspi-
rational priest and a much-
loved pastor with wonderful 
people skills and a formidable 
work ethic.

‘From the � rst time I met 
him, I was also li� ed by his 
warmth and encouragement. 
Of course, I was far from the 
only person who bene� ted 
from his warm personality.

‘He touched countless lives 

all through our diocese. Father 
Tom served as a priest for 60 
years – into his late 80s – and 
even a� er he retired he helped 
out in parishes until a few 
weeks ago. I o� er my grateful 
thanks on behalf of the diocese 
to Deacon Tom Wynne and his 
wife Sheena for the care which 
they, together with their wider 
family, provided to him.’

Tribute was also paid by 

Bishop Joseph Toal, currently 
Bishop of Motherwell but 
formerly Bishop of Argyll and 
the Isles, whose home parish is 
St Margaret’s in Roy Bridge.

Bishop Toal said: ‘It was 
with great sadness that I heard 
of the death of Monsignor 
Wynne. He was a great priest 
of the Diocese of Argyll and 
the Isles, where he served his 
parishes with great fervour and 
dedication. He will be greatly 
missed. I extend my deepest 
sympathy to the bishop and 
priests of the diocese as well 
as Monsignor Wynne’s family 
who loved him dearly and the 
parishioners of my own home 
parish of St Margaret’s in Roy 
Bridge where he served in his 
latter days.’

� e director of the Scottish 
Catholic Media O�  ce Peter 
Kearney paid his own tribute, 
describing Father Tom as the 
‘quintessential’ Highland 
priest.

He was, said Mr Kearney, 
a ‘man of deep spiritual con-
victions, utterly embedded in 
the communities he served, so 
much a part of the traditions, 
history and culture of the West 
Highlands from a generation 
of gentle caring pastors who 
had time for everyone and 
never forgot a face’.

He added: ‘He grew up in 
Fort William and was at school 
with my dad and my uncles, all 
of whom spoke very fondly of 
him. � e last time I met him 
a� er mass at St Margaret’s in 
Roy Bridge a few years ago, his 
interest in me and my family 
was humbling. May he rest in 
peace.’

Born in Fort William in 
1930, Father Tom attended St 
Mary’s Primary School in the 
town, followed by secondary 
schooling in the town then at 
the junior seminary of   Blairs 
College near Aberdeen. He 
attended the seminary of St 

Sulpice in Paris and continued 
his studies in Rome before 
being ordained at St Mary’s,  
Fort William, on June 15 1957. 
� ere followed parishes at St 
Columba’s Cathedral, Oban, 
1957 to 1965; St Andrew’s, 
Rothesay, 1965 to 1966; 
Our Lady and St Columba, 
Kingussie, 1966 to 1968; St 
Columba’s Cathedral 1968 to 
1985; St Mary’s, Arisaig, 1985 
to 1996 and St Margaret’s, Roy 
Bridge, 1996 to 2017.

Interviewed in 2017 on his 
retirement, Father Tom told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘I � rst told 
someone I wanted to be a priest 
when I was only about 10 or 11. 
I had served as an altar boy and 
there was nothing I wanted to 
be more than a priest.’

A mass of thanksgiving for 
Monsignor � omas Wynne 
will take place from St Mary’s 
RC Church, Fort William, 
tomorrow, Friday February 28,  
at 11am. 

Bishops remember much- 
loved former Oban priest

Father Tom Wynne with a book he wrote in 2011.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Oban gets ready to rock with Pride
WHERE IS THIS?Around Oban

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

If you are looking for some-
thing to do this weekend in 
Oban, you are going to be 
spoiled for choice.

As well as the usual 
fantastic live music in town 
hostelries, the Royal Hotel 
has its weekend music fes-
tival Royal Rumpus, which 
is always a huge success, 
and Oban Phoenix Cinema 
is hosting an Oban Pride 
event featuring � e Rocky 
Horror Show followed by 
an a� er party in � e Lorne.  
So don’t be surprised if you 
see some oddly dressed 
people wandering about on 
Saturday night.

� at will be especially so  
as there will be all the retro 
gear from everyone attend-
ing the ’60s, ’70s, ’80s and 
’90s Leap Back Disco in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
in aid of the Dove Centre.

� en there will be all the 
rockers at the Corran Halls 
for Bon Giovi, a Bon Jovi 
tribute band.

It’s great to see so many 

great events happening and 
leading us into spring, at last. 
I know March can still be 
unpredictable weather-wise 
but lighter nights, da� odils 
and tulips will be welcome.

� ank you to everyone who 
has taken me up on the o� er 
to make use of Oban Town 
Diary. 

It’s been so well used, it 
broke. Not really - it’s actu-
ally being worked on at the 
moment and will be up and 
running again soon. 

You can still add events 
and they will show up 
imminently.

� ere are lots of great events 
being planned for this year 

which will be announced in 
the near future so keep your 
eyes and ears open.

� is is the Year of Coasts 
and Waters throughout 
Scotland and in this area we 
have West Coast Waters so 
please keep us up-to-date if 
you are planning any events 
around this and we can help 
to promote them.

� e photograph last week 
was of the clock at the Post 
O�  ce building on Albany 
Street. 

� is week I’ve been notic-
ing o�  ce agencies I didn’t 
know existed in Oban and 
I’ve probably walked past 
them hundreds of times.

Photographers put focus 
� rmly on cancer charities
A Mull photography club is 
focusing on making a calen-
dar and staging an exhibition 
to shed light on dark times.

Photographers from the 
Mull � rough � e Lens 
club were inspired a� er a 
Marie Curie appeal and a 
heart-breaking string of 
cancer diagnoses within their 
membership and across the 
island. 

� ey decided to embark 
on the ambitious project to 
show their support for those 
a� ected by the disease and 
to give something back to 
organisations helping their 
families and friends.

Focusing on the theme Light 
in the Darkness, the project 
features 12 people from Mull 
who had been impacted by 
cancer. Each of them shared 
with the photographers what 
their ‘Light in the Darkness’ 
had been before club mem-
bers did their best to interpret 
it through a photograph.

Tobermory binman Colin 
Morrison, who made thou-
sands of pounds for charities 

Mull binman Colin Morrison’s dad died from cancer in 
2017. This photograph of Loch na Keal is on the December 
page.

on the island with his 2020 
calendar, contributed to 
the Light in the Darkness 
calendar a� er losing his dad 
to cancer.

� e club has now produced 
a moving exhibition that 
will tour Scotland in 2020. 
� e exhibition will go from 
Glengorm Castle in April, 
to Craignure Golf Club and 
Isle of Mull Hotel in May, 
Pennyghael community 
hall in June, a location to be 
announced by Marie Curie 

in July, � e Beatson Cancer 
Charity in August before 
ending in Edinburgh between 
October and December.

As well as the exhibition, 
the club has produced a 2021 
calendar to raise funds for 
cancer charities. � e launch 
of the calendar and exhibi-
tion will be open to everyone 
at Mull’s Glengorm Castle on 
Saturday April 4 at 6.30pm 
and will be a chance to meet 
the photographers and buy a 
calendar.

All units, appliances, sink & tap, laminate worktops, 
glass splashback & shelves included.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

**

*

Price includes fitting subject to survey.
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Crossing 
upgrade gets 
green light
Motorists driving through 
Combie Street in Oban last 
week may have noticed the 
pedestrian crossing tra�  c 
lights were missing.

Work is being done to 
improve the crossing and, 
weather permitting, is 
scheduled to be � nished by 
the end of this week.

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘� e 
good news is the crossing 
is being upgraded. � e old 
tra�  c lights will be replaced 
and brought up to standard 
including new tra�  c light 
heads, new poles, buttons 
and tactile paving.

‘If there are no weather-re-
lated delays, work should be 
completed by the end of next 
week.’

Combie Street crossing.

Word of this year’s 
RowAround Scotland bid 
has spread worldwide with 
requests to take part coming 
from as far away as Uganda.

Seil’s Sue Fenton, co-direc-
tor of the ambitious expedi-
tion which could involve up 
to 70 rowing clubs, including 
the island’s own, has heard 
from keen rowers across the 
globe desperate to join in the 
attempt to circumnavigate 
more than 1,800 miles in 
open boats called ski� s.

‘� e interest has been 
amazing. 

‘We’ve had inquiries from 
all over Europe, in particular 
Holland, and even someone 
from Uganda who wants a 
seat,’ said Sue.

� is weekend a number of 
organisers gathered at Seil 
Island Hall for  passage plan-

Worldwide interest in 
RowAround Scotland  

Sue Fenton and Liz Furrie at Seil with the relay batons to 
be passed between ski� s, during the RowAround Scotland 
2020 bid starting this March.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

ning and expedition plotting 
training. � e row sets o�  from 
Gretna’s Blacksmiths Shop on 
March 25. All the dates are 
dependent on the weather 
and the journey, split into 13 
di� erent sections handing 
over relay batons specially 
� tted with trackers, is due to 

end six months later at Loch 
Tummel, marking the 10th 
anniversary of the Scottish 
Coastal Rowing Association.

� e Argyll leg is scheduled 
to start at Ardrishaig up the 
Crinan Canal for a try-a-row  
event at Craignish Boat Club 
in Ardfern on May 4, giving 

schoolchildren to octogenar-
ians the chance to get their 
hands on the oars. Also com-
ing through the Crinan will 
hopefully be rowing clubs 
from Islay and Arran.

Coming up next, Dorus 
Mor round the head of 
Craignish Point will be just 
as tricky as going through the 
Corryvreckan so getting the 
tides just right  at that point of 
the passage will be essential, 
says Sue.

� ere will be experienced 
help at hand thanks to former 
Luing creel � sherman Robert 
Latimer who, well-used to 
that part of the coast, will be 
joining the row with members 
of Whitburn Coastal Rowing 
Club from South Tyneside   
where he now lives.

� ere will also be a stop-
o�  at Craobh Haven before 
heading to Eilean Gamnah, 
a small island at the head of 
Loch Melfort for a picnic 

with rowers from Luing, 
Kimelford and Whitburn.

Balvicar on Seil is next on 
the itinerary with a row up to 
Oban where the relay baton 
will be handed over to the 
town’s rowing club joined 
by the Loch Awe Coastal 
Rowing Club. Stops to follow 
will be Dunsta� nage and Port 
Appin.

� e Port Appin club hopes 
to have its ski�  � nished in 
time to get on the water and 
be accompanied  by members 
of Glen Coe Rowing Club for 
a spin round scenic Castle 
Stalker.

From Port Appin, the baton 
will be taken to Lochaline 
by the Glensanda Quarry 
workboat and be handed over 
to the Morvern ski�  es to take 
from Lochaline to Tobermory 
for the Isle of Mull ski�  
together with the Iona ski�  es 
heading to Kilchoan and 
� nishing o�  the Argyll stage.

 

LOOKING TO GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS?   
The Business Gateway Local Growth 
Accelerator Programme may be able to 
provide additional support to help your 
business grow.  
Support available can include: 

 Specialist advice  
(HR, Marketing, Tendering, e-Commerce) 

 Funding  
(for tools, equipment, training, employees or 
marketing) 

To find out more about eligibility please 
contact the Business Gateway team.  

 01546 604555  
  business.grants@argyll-bute.gov.uk  
  www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/bglgap 

The funding support provided through Business 
Gateway gave us the incentive to proceed with 

the investment required to purchase our micro-still and 
grow our business. Thanks to their support, we are looking 
forward to increasing and diversifying our product range.  
Jamie Munro, Whitetail Spirits 

Business Gateway have signposted us to 
funding opportunities that have allowed us to 

significantly invest in our manufacturing facility and 
thereby expand our product range, both of which have 
contributed to our success over the last two years  
Gavin Purdie, Purdie’s of Argyll 
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Brace yourself, there’s a Storm coming
A tsunami of maritime en-
tertainment is to Oban this 
summer as the 2020 Year of 
Coasts and Waters gets into 
full � ow.

� e Oban Times can 
reveal the inaugural Oban 
International Sea Shanty 
Festival will take place from 
Friday June 5 to Sunday 
June 7, while theatrical 
phenomenon Storm will rise 
from the water on Saturday 
September 26.

Both events are being 
supported by BID4Oban, 
Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Alliance and Argyll and the 
Isles Tourism Co-operative,   
while working in conjunc-
tion with SAMS and other 
interested parties, the group 
also hope to recreate Festival 
of the Seas from May 23-31.

� e Sea Shanty Festival 
will be the � rst of its type 
in Scotland and will include 
ticketed concerts and events 
in bars and hotels around 
the town and at Kerrera 

Marina. BID4Oban Chief 
Executive Andrew Spence 
said: ‘I am really happy to be 
working with these various 
other organisations to bring 
these events to Oban.

‘� ey will have a major 
economic impact on tourism 
and business in the town, as 

well as bringing the commu-
nity together in celebration 
of all things nautical.’

Bands
Community involvement 

is key to the Sea Shanty 
Festival and throughout 
the day on the Saturday 
and Sunday there will be 

street performances by 
headline bands, community 
choirs and local musicians. 
� ere will also be   exhibi-
tions, workshops and face 
painting.

Headline bands will 
include Monkey’s Fist, � e 
Keelers, � e Naze Shanty 

Crew, Muldoon’s Picnic, She 
Shanties, Les Brouilleurs 
D’Ecoutes and Pressgang 
Mutiny.

‘It is hoped organisations 
and individuals will take 
part in the festival but also, 
in the weeks leading up to 
it, be involved in workshops 
and meetings which will 
bring them together either 
as volunteers in the organ-
isation of the event or as 
performers or exhibitors.’

A public meeting and 
school visits are being ar-
ranged to get as many people 
as possible on board with the 
festival. 

More information can be 
found within these pages 
once dates have been set.

In September, Storm will 
rise from the water and 
stride into town.

Two years in the making, 
Storm is a new feat of me-

chanical mastery created by 
the formidable puppeteering 
duo Symon Macintyre and 
Kim Bergsagel. 

Created in response to 
the climate crisis, she is a 
folklore giant made real who 
will encourage children and 
audiences to celebrate our 
seas, encourage care for our 
coastlines and empower 
everyone to put the environ-
ment � rst.

Messages
Made from entirely 

recycled material, pieces of 
Storm will be found, hauled 
into shore and brought 
together by community 
groups and children, who 
will then help an expert 
team assemble the puppet 
so she can walk through 
the community, interacting 
with audiences and bringing 
people together with her 
messages.

Storm will be accompanied 
by a new soundscape and 
compositions by award-win-
ning contemporary folk 
musician Mairi Campbell.

Storm makes her way 
along King Street, 
Glasgow, during Celtic 
Connections last month.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

FREE, PERSONALISED  
ADVICE. DAY OR NIGHT,  
ONLINE 24/7.
www.stepchange.org/online
The UK’s leading debt charity can 
help you take control of your money. 
Use our online advice service and 
debt solutions.

©2020 Foundation for Credit Counselling t/as StepChange Debt Charity Scotland and StepChange Debt Charity. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Registered charity no. 1016630 and SC046263.

Oban Times & West Highland Times – H160xW250mm
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kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Lessons to be learned after storm
A barge brings in heavy machinery to clear the channel at Easdale. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Lessons must be learned 
a� er Easdale islanders were le�  
stranded by recent storms.

Seil Community Council 
chairwoman Julie Ferris said 
the island’s plight had high-
lighted the importance and 
need for long-term planning.

Structural experts from 
Argyll and Bute Council had 
already been out to inspect 
the state of the harbours on 
Easdale and Seil and, at their 
last meeting, community 
councillors had requested to be 
copied into the reports.

Damage from Storms Ciara 

and Dennis sent slates and 
rubble tumbling into the sea, 
blocking o�  the Easdale ferry 
and trapping the usual boat 
inside the harbour.

It took a number of days 
before the council could get an 
excavator over to the island by 
barge to clear the debris and 
re-open the harbour.

Argyll and Bute Council and 
a local boat operator had at-
tempted to run an emergency 
goodwill boat, free of charge 
and with lifejackets, to and 
from Easdale while waiting for 
repairs but had to stop when 

the Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency raised regulations and 
deemed it dangerous.

Seil Community Council 
also brought forward an 
interim meeting to devise a 
plan to get urgent prescriptions 
from the doctor’s surgery and 
essential food supplies across 
to islanders.

Mrs Ferris said: ‘We need 
to learn for the long term and 
it has been good to have had 
this opportunity to plan in ad-
vance. We must not think this 
was it and it’s all over. We need 
to have contingency plans.’

Lifeboat’s 
appeal for 
launch help
Tobermory RNLI is looking 
for more volunteers to help 
save lives at sea.

� e charity has put out 
an SOS for deputy launch 
authorities (DLAs) to join its 
team.

Having maritime experi-
ence would be a plus but is 
not essential although living 
in Tobermory is and working 
in the town is preferable too.

� e shore-based role of the 
DLA is mainly to authorise 
the launch of the lifeboat.

‘Because we are separate 
from the Coastguard, they 
have to request us to launch. 
It’s the role of the launch au-

thority to decide whether we 
launch or not. Full training 
will be given. � ey would 
need to carry a pager.’

Volunteers need to be aged 
between 17 and 70 and the 
RNLI is creating a new course 
for it. Volunteers for the posi-
tion would also need to go on 
a duty rota.

So far one person has come 
forward but there is room 
for more, said Tobermory 
lifeboat operations manager 
Sam Jones.

‘� is is a great opportunity 
to make a di� erence in your 
community, meet new people 
and use your time and skills 
to support the RNLI. 

‘We are a friendly big family 
here. 

‘� e more launch author-
ities we have, the merrier, as 
it means we can split the rota 
up a bit more,’ she added.

� e Tobermory station gets 
between 30 to 40 call-outs 
a year to help � shing boats, 
yachts, kayakers and walkers.

Anyone interested should 
email tobermory@rnli.org.uk

Tobermory lifeboat.
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Fantastic fi rsts for ‘outstanding’ students
Oban High School’s Support 
Department is celebrating 
two fantastic � rsts for its 
outstanding students.

Department head Kirsteen 
Binnie said sta� , students 
and their families were 
bursting with pride a� er 
some of its pupils received 
a top achievement award 
and others performed in the 
school’s dance show in front 
of a packed audience at the 
Corran Halls.

Head teacher Peter Bain 
also praised the sta�  whose 
‘passion, drive and com-
mitment’ made it possible 
and the additional support 
needs sta�  who supported 
the pupils in their activities, 
helping them achieve goals.

� e support department   
was recognised for the 
achievements of its students 
earlier this month at the 
prestigious young people’s 
Argyll and Bute 2020 Youth 

Awards in Dunoon when 
it picked up the Duke of 
Edinburgh Outstanding 
Achievement Award.

Matthew Binnie, Robert 
MacInnes, Jade MacKenzie, 
Aidan MacLeod, Sean 
MacQuade, Logan McHoul 
and Brandon Williams   are 
the � rst group of pupils with 
additional support needs in 
Argyll and Bute to achieve 
the Bronze Award.

� e   award included an 
expedition to Knapdale 
Forest where beavers have 
been re-introduced into the 
wild. Sta�  gave up their time 
unpaid to accompany the 
young people and parents 
also helped.

Support teacher Benita 
Martin led the award bid 
and they were supported 
by Duke of Edinburgh 
Development O�  cer Brian 

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Oban High School’s Support Department receives the 
Duke of Edinburgh Outstanding Achievement Award at 
the 2020 Argyll and Bute Youth Awards.

At the age of 82, Fergie 
MacDonald has released his 
50th album with the vigour 
and enthusiasm most musi-
cians would feel for their � rst.

Fergie is a sparkling jewel in 
the crown of western Scotland 
and has maintained a position 
at the very top of the tradi-
tional Scottish music scene 
for well over 60 years. � ere 
is no doubt his over� owing 
positive energy is one of the 
main factors in his continued 
success. His natural gi� s of 
music performance and com-
posing and his great warmth 
as a character are also vital 
ingredients. It is no accident 
he holds the undisputed title 
of ‘� e Ceilidh King’.

I’m a few weeks late getting 
a copy as I’ve been gallivant-
ing over the oceans to far 
away lands that haven’t yet 
discovered the gi�  of Fergie 
CDs. However, a short drive 
to Europa Music in Stirling 
today was fruitful and I 
returned with ‘Fergie’s 50th 
Album’ blaring out down the 
M80.

Fergie has lost none of his 
magic. � e 13-track running 

order holds within it a perfect 
combination of new and old 
Fergie compositions, some 
great traditional tunes and a 
humorous song, written and 
delivered by Fergie, gently 
poking fun at his good friend 
Gary Innes, presenter of 
Scottish dance music radio 
programme Take the Floor.

Another highlight is a set 
from his son John. Although 
John does little in the way of 
gigs or recording, he is one of 
the best accordionists in the 
country. His style is di� erent 
to his dad’s, but he has a sim-
ilar level of inde� nable magic 
that sets him apart from the 
� eld.

As regular readers will 
know, Fergie has been a 
musical hero of mine since I 
� rst heard his music on the 
tape ‘Kings of the Button 
Keyed Box’ recorded with 
Iain MacLachlan, when I was 
nine. His presence as a per-
former and a composer have 
been a signi� cant part of my 
musical life and I have played 
and recorded many of his 
tunes over the last 21 years.

It was therefore a great 

honour that he included on 
this album an instrumental 
version of Maraiche Nan 
Cuantan (Sailor of the Seas), 
a song my mother and I com-
posed a� er my father died 
in 1999. I remember vividly 
a sunny Saturday a� ernoon 
at the Mull Music Festival in 
the early 1990s when dad and 
Fergie outside the Aros Hall 
in Tobermory and spent hours 
talking and telling stories, 
with dad also reciting many 
of his rhymes and poems to 
Fergie’s great amusement. 
It is lovely to listen to Fergie 
playing that tune and think 
on these happy times.

It would not surprise me 
if Fergie is still recording, 
performing and going strong 
for many years to come, but 
as he said himself following 
major surgery a few years ago, 
every day is precious. Every 
day that Fergie goes on is 
indeed precious to our music 
and heritage and if you get the 
chance to hear him play live 
take it. Buy this CD and get to 
one of his gigs to experience 
one of the great living legends 
of our time.

For the past four years, 
Hamish Meryon has been 
delivering the goods with his 
A2B Courier Service, Oban, 
winning praise from custom-
ers along the way.

� e business has grown from 
one man with his van to seven 
vehicles and nine employees.

Hamish spotted a gap in the 
market in the West Highlands 
for a smaller, more personal, 
24/7 service than all the big 
names are currently o� ering.

Hamish, who learned his 
courier and logistic skills 
working for other businesses 
such as Oban Express, said: ‘I 
started o�  with one contract 

run and gradually built it up 
from there. It was just me 
when I started working out 
of my back porch. Now, we 
are down to Glasgow six days 
a week and we are currently 
doing one run a month down 
to England.’

While the company has 
grown in size, it has kept its 
nimbleness. If the demand is 
there, Hamish said that the 
whole business can rotate in 
a day.

Hamish and his team have 
three small parcel vans, a 
LWB, hi-roof Ford Transit 
Custom, two LWB hi-roof 
VW/Mercedes parcel vans 

each with a 4.3m payload and 
the � eet’s latest addition: a tail 
li�  Luton Box-van.

A2B operates day and night 
from the old Tweed Mill yard 
on Soroba Road, where it has 
been based for almost a year 
a� er outgrowing its previ-
ous location at Glengallan 
Industrial Estate.

While its based in Oban, 
A2B operates throughout 
Central Scotland, Argyll and 
the Highlands, and is availa-
ble for contract courier work, 
inter-branch stock transfers 
for businesses, and one-o�  
or regular store upli� s, and 
light removals for both the 

It has to be A2B! commercial and domestic 
markets.

A2B is fully-insured with 
hire and reward, public liabil-
ity, and goods in transit cover 
backed by reliable, profession-
al and experienced sta� .

But don’t just take their word 
for it: this is what satis� ed 
customers have to say: ‘What 
an amazing team at A2B. I 
needed an item delivered be-
fore going away for the week-
end. � ey responded straight 
away with a full update on 
the status of my parcel. What 
an excellent service; other 
companies should be learning 
from this great team.’

‘Great friendly service. Show 
up on time, do what they say, 
and I’ll be using them again.’

‘A2B did work at pretty short 
notice. � ey also picked up an 
extra, unarranged item, which 
was great. 

‘� e service team replying 
to messages were also quick, 
polite, and helpful. Highly 
recommended.’
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Fantastic fi rsts for ‘outstanding’ students

Smith. Students also carried 
out three months volunteer-
ing at Greenshoots garden 
at Glencruitten, developed 
new skills from drumming 
to photography and took on 
regular walks out and about 
in Oban to gain the accolade.

More than 200 pupils and 

sta�  took part in the annual 
Oban High School Dance 
Show called Shu�  e earlier 
this month but for the � rst 
time, eight pupils aged 12 to 
17 from the support depart-
ment with a range of needs, 
from physical disabilities to 
learning and communica-

tion di�  culties, also took to 
the matinee stage.

� eir nine-minute long 
River Dance -  Reel Around 
� e Sun routine also got 
teachers and support assis-
tants on their feet and took 
months of practice to get 
ready. � e activity was led 

by support teacher Anna 
Knasiecka.

Mrs Binnie said: ‘� ey 
all rose to the occasion. 
� ere were no stage nerves, 
no wobbles, no tears. We 
might not be Ballet West, 
but everyone danced their 
heart and soul out. It was 
fantastic.

‘Here at Oban High School 

we do our best to be an 
inclusive school and this was 
just a brilliant example of it. 
It was an ambitious project 
but we all need to challenge 
ourselves and aim high. It 
also showed that dance is for 
everyone.’

Jan Foster, a parent of a 
pupil in the department who 
took part in the dance show, 

said: ‘As parents, we were so 
so, so proud of them all. 

‘It really was a special, 
magical moment. 

‘Very emotional. I think 
the teaching and support 
sta�  deserve so much praise 
for all they do. 

‘Fabulous people and 
we feel lucky to have their 
support.’

Left: Expedition ready, Oban High School students from the support department 
received their bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award; and above, pupils on stage at 
Shu�  e’s matinee performance.

WHAT'S ON CORRAN HALLS LIKE US on Facebook

Scottish Incorporated Charitable Organisation No. SC047545

SAT FEB 

29
BON GIOVI
Doors 7.00pm, Starts 7.30pm 
Tickets: £19.00 
+ £1 Booking Fee
Get your tickets online at Ent24 tickets.

FEBRUARY

Corran Halls, Oban    

MARCH

WEDDINGS AND 
CELEBRATIONS EVENT
SUN MAR 

29
We have an exciting range of exhibitors at 
our stunning Corran Halls venue. Prosecco on 
arrival, wine tasting and a gift bag bursting 
with goodies for all attendees.
Come along and enjoy this very special 
occasion to help plan yours!
12pm - 4pm

FREE EVENT

SAT MAR 

07
STIRLING 
ORCHESTRA 
CONCERT

Tickets: Adults £10 Concession £8 Students £5 Child £2

SAT APR 

25
Oban & Lorn Strathspey & Reel 
Society present  

76TH FIDDLERS’ 
RALLY CONCERT

Doors 7.00pm, Starts 7.30pm 
Tickets: Adults £10, Concession £9, Family £26

APRIL

JUNE
FRI JUN 

26 GARY MEIKLE 
COMEDY SHOW

Surreal! 2020 UK TOUR 
Starts 8.00pm Tickets: £16 + £1 booking fee.

SAT JUL 

25 IRELAND! 
THE SHOW

Doors 7.00pm, Starts 7.30pm 
Tickets: £25, Reserved seating

JULY

SAT SEP 

05 HOTEL 
CALIFORNIA

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Doors 7.30pm, Starts 8.00pm 
Tickets: £20 + booking fee

ONLINE TICKET SALES ONLY www.eventbrite.com

SAT OCT 

10
LIVE/WIRE 
THE AC/DC 
SHOW

Doors 7.00pm, Starts 7.30pm 
Tickets: £17.50 +£1 booking fee Standing Show

visit liveArgyll.co.uk  

Tickets available in person from 
The Corran Halls, 
54 The Esplanade, Oban PA34 5AB or 
telephone 01631 567 333

Starts 7pm
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Make most of indoor winter sports

Oban Healthy Living Town 
looks at activities people can 
get involved in to encourage 
everyone to be more respon-
sible for their long-term 
health and well-being.

� ere has been a revival in 
Oban since the beginning of 
the year in a team activity 
aimed at women.

Netball might not be asso-
ciated with the area but at 
one time it was the sport for 
young and teenage girls.

Oban Breakers has been 
running under the radar at 
Park Primary School on a 
Monday evening for the last 
few years thanks to Chrissie-
Leigh Felgate, but a move to 
Atlantis Leisure in January 
and a connection with the 
competitive Fort William 
Falcons team has seen an 
increase in interest among 

women aged 19 to 50 plus.
Christina Wood of North 

Connel, who runs the Oban 
sessions with Chrissie-Leigh 
and plays for the Falcons, has 
been playing netball since 
primary � ve.

She explained: ‘It is about 
fun, friendship and � tness. 
It is accessible to anyone. 
You can go along and make 
it what you want. If you don’t 
want to run much, you pick 
shooter or keeper as you are 
con� ned to one third of the 
court. 

‘We have half an hour of 
passing work and footwork 
drills then we put the bibs on 
and get on court.

‘We have a lot of mums 
with young children who are 
getting out and doing some-
thing for themselves.  It’s 
only one hour. It is literally 
like going to a gym class but 
it goes quicker, it’s more fun 
and it’s sociable. It’s good for 
mental health because it is a 
team.’ 

Hazel-Jane Hughes from 
Oban had seen it publicised 
on social media but had 
never played before. She said: 
‘I have a six-month-old baby 
and wanted to get back into 
some sort of � tness.  It looked 
like a nice team, nice girls.  It 
is just nice to get away for an  
hour and not think about 

anything and have a wee bit 
of enjoyment for myself.’

Student Oriarna Willets 
had also never played netball 
but wanted to take part in a 
team sport that was not too 
serious and, judging by the 
laughter on a Monday night 
in the hall, netball � ts the 
bill. She said: ‘It is my second 
time but it’s really fun and 
I’m de� nitely going to come 
back. I like the fact it is only 
women. It is very friendly 
and good company.’

Another active team ball 
game for those aged 15 to 
60, which also uses Atlantis, 
is volleyball. Lorn Volleyball 
Club has been running since 
2010 and has boasted mem-
bership from 15 di� erent 
nationalities.

Peter McCracken, who 
helps with coaching,  said: ‘It 
is not necessarily for some-
one who has not got a good 
level of � tness but perhaps 
someone who has played 
before and wants to get back 
into it.’

Anyone who has played 
before is welcome along 

on a � ursday evening at 
6pm  when they will receive 
one-to-one coaching before 
joining the others across the 
net for an evening of active 
fun.

Although there is not a ball 
in sight, another club which 
over-winters in Atlantis 
is Oban Canoe Club, with 
members brushing up on 
their skills in the pool on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 8.45pm to 9.45pm.

It is an opportunity for 
new kayakers to gain general 
skills – basic strokes, how 
to handle a spray deck and 
paddle and overcome the 
‘death wobble’ before going 
on the sea.

Club chairman Dave 
Bleazard said: ‘From April 
onwards we try to get out one 
night a week and sometimes 
at the weekends for a longer 
trip. � ose are club trips and 
most of them are led so you 
have someone with the nec-
essary quali� cations taking 
out a group of people.

‘You can launch in Ganavan 
and in � ve minutes be 

around the back of Kerrera 
looking at seals and pu�  ns 
and away from everyone else. 
It’s lovely.

Charlotte Findlay was 
persuaded to ditch buying 
a stand-up paddle board in 
favour of a kayak two years 
ago and has not looked back.

‘It’s seeing di� erent bits of 
Oban or from di� erent an-
gles and di� erent islands and 
when you go out on paddles 
with the club it’s really good 
because you learn loads from 
other people, then come into 
the pool sessions where you 
can practise the skills, like 
the rolling.’ 

 Oban Healthy Living 
Town: join at www.facebook.
com/groups/healthyoban

 Oban Netball Club: 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
westcoastnetballscot 

 Lorn Volleyball Club: vis-
it the club’s Facebook page.

 Oban Canoe Club: www.
obancanoeclub.org.uk, on 
the club’s Facebook page 
or from Dave Bleazard at 
Outside Edge, Oban, on 
01631 566617.

Winter kayak pool sessions are about practising skills 
that can be useful on the open water.
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DID you know that eye care is available 
in your own home? According to a 
recent YouGov survey*, 58% of over 
50s in the UK are unaware that people 
can have their eyes tested at home, 
or in sheltered accommodation or 
care homes. This applies to people 
who cannot visit a high street optician 
unaccompanied due to a physical or 
mental illness or disability. The eye 
tests are funded by the NHS for those 
people who are eligible.

Specsavers is prepared to go the 
distance to protect the nation’s eye 
health with their home-visiting service. 
More than two million people in the 
UK are living with sight loss, and 
nearly 40% of them, most of whom 
are aged over 70, could have their 
sight improved by wearing correctly 
prescribed glasses. 

Yet only one in three people who 
are eligible for a free NHS-funded 
home eye test are currently benefi ting 
from this amazing service.

About Specsavers home visits
Home eye tests from Specsavers 

are carried out with the same care 
and attention as in a Specsavers 
store. You can request a home visit 
for yourself or on behalf of someone 
else and they’ll come at a time that is 
convenient for you. 

If the eye test shows that you need 
glasses, Specsavers’ team will help 
you choose and try on new glasses 
from a range of 160 different styles. 
Specsavers’ aim is to improve the 
overall confi dence of older people, 

helping them to look good and feel 
good too. What’s more, if you qualify 
for NHS funding, you may also be 
eligible for free glasses from their £19-
£49 range.

A caring partnership
Housebound customers can 

also take advantage of Specsavers’ 
partnership with Royal Voluntary 
Service, whose trusted volunteers 
can support their clients at home 
during their eye tests. This year the 
partnership will see the charity’s 
18,000 volunteers mobilised to inform 
thousands of eligible UK residents 
about Specsavers’ home-visiting 
service. 

Stella Green, 99, is a Specsavers 
home visits customer. Macular 
degeneration and cataracts have left 
her with impaired vision, which means 
she needs more support at home, so 
she’s visited weekly by Royal Voluntary 
Service volunteer John Aylward.

Stella says that she was impressed 
by the eye test offered by the 
Specsavers home-visiting team: ‘The 
test was very thorough, and it was 
really comfortable having it in my own 
home. Having them come to see me 
makes me feel like a star and that I’m 
very important!’

Eye care at home made simple
ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Specsavers’ home-visiting service makes sure that people who struggle to leave 
their homes unaccompanied are not forgotten, as they bring the optician to them

For more information about Specsavers 
visiting you or your loved one at home, 
visit specsavers.co.uk/home-eye-tests 
or call 0800 089 0144

*YouGov omnibus survey of a representative 50+ 
UK sample, February 2020, 2013 respondents Free eye test funded by the NHS and available in the UK only. Geographical restrictions apply.

Call 0800 089 0144
or request a home visit online

Specsavers 
home eye 
tests available
If you or someone you know is unable to visit 
one of our stores unaccompanied, due to 
physical or mental illness or disability, 
we could come to you instead.



A Fort William-based consultancy � rm has 
used Business Gateway’s one-to-one business 
support and funding advice to kickstart 
growth and expand its team.

Northern Light Consulting is a multi-dis-
ciplinary consulting business operating 
principally in the construction, engineering, 
aquaculture and food production sectors.

� e � rm helps its clients deliver new prod-
ucts, enter new markets and add value to their 
existing business. Since it was founded in 
2013, Northern Light Consulting has secured 
new business valued in excess of £20 million 

for its clients and supported the delivery 
of more than £100 million of construction 
works.

Although well-versed in providing stra-
tegic advice for its clients, Northern Light 
Consulting approached Business Gateway 
Highland for one-to-one sessions from a busi-
ness adviser and support to develop a growth 
action plan.

Business Gateway Highland also supported 
its successful application to the Highland 
Council’s graduate placement scheme. As a 
result, Northern Light Consulting received 
an additional member of sta�  to help the 
business grow.

To accommodate the expanding team, 
Northern Light Consulting also moved into 
new o�  ces in Fort William.

Greg Riddle, director of Northern Light 
Consulting, said: ‘As a business consultancy 
� rm, we appreciate the importance of an 
outside eye when you’re implanting a new 
strategy or process. � at’s why Business 
Gateway’s fresh perspective and wealth of 

experience was crucial to the development of 
our new growth action plan.

‘� anks to the support, we took on an ad-
ditional employee via the Highland Council’s 
graduate placement scheme. � is new 
appointment was key to our expansion plans 
and is a fantastic example of how Business 
Gateway can help you take the next step on 
your business journey.’

Emma Lawson, business adviser at Business 
Gateway Highland, added: ‘� rough a 
combination of one-to-one support, the 

implementation of a new growth strategy and 
a successful application to take on a new grad-
uate employee, we were able to set Northern 
Light Consulting on the path to future growth 
and expansion.

‘It was joy to provide the team of experi-
enced business consultants with the external 
perspective that can provide a boost to busi-
nesses of all sizes.’

To � nd out how Business Gateway Highland 
can help your business, visit  www.bgateway.
com.
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BUSINESS NEWS

Highlands and Islands MSP Donald 
Cameron has warned the Scottish 
Government its proposed Deposit 
Return Scheme, which is due to be 
introduced in 2021, could have an 
impact on smaller businesses, writes 
Iona Young.

Mr Cameron said: ‘In principle, I 
support measures to reduce waste and 
re-using bottles is an excellent way of 
doing that.

‘However, it is crucial any scheme 
doesn’t unfairly put smaller breweries 
at risk due to them 

bearing dispro-
portionately 

high costs 
compared 
to larger 
companies 
in the central 

belt.
‘One of the 

success stories of 
the Highlands 

and Islands has been the 
establishment of a fantastic range of 
craft breweries in recent years, such as 
Fyne Ales or Glen Spean Brewing.

‘Setting up a small business can be 
very demanding and we shouldn’t add 
to that by introducing more costs and 
bureaucracy, especially if such business-
es don’t bene� t from the economies of 
scale of larger concerns.

‘Many breweries in the Highlands and 
Islands also have to bear the extra cost 
of getting their goods to market using 
an increasingly stretched transport 
infrastructure.’

Mr Cameron said he has been con-
tacted by industry representatives and 
has written to the Cabinet Secretary for 
the Environment, Climate Change and 
Land Reform, Roseanna Cunningham, 
expressing his concern and demanding 
assurances.

MSP warns of hit 
for breweries from 
recycling scheme

Fort William consultancy 
company expands team 

The Northern Light Consulting team.

‘We appreciate an outside 
eye when you’re implanting  
a new strategy or process.’

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

 

Fourth Skye restaurant earns three AA rosettes
The 120-year-old steamship that sails on 
Loch Katrine in the Trossachs has been 
taken out of service after extensive 
cracks were found in its boilers.

Over the past month, as part of an 
annual inspection, cracks were found 
in both boilers and the trustees have 
concluded they are beyond repair, 
which means the vessel will not be 
sailing this season.

Sir Walter Scott Steamship Limited 
managing director Gordon Allan 
said: ‘This is a major setback as we 
were looking forward to a special 
anniversary year celebrating 120 years 
of the steamship sailing. This follows a 
downturn in business linked to major 
landslides on the lochside last August. 
We were well on the road to recovery 
with the prospect of a bumper season 
ahead.

‘The immediate priorities now are 
taking steps to safeguard the 55 direct 
jobs and many indirect jobs dependent 
on our Loch Katrine operations and 
ensuring we are in a position to honour 
existing group business contracts as 
well as independent travel and walk up 
business this season. We are fortunate 
we have other boats available.’

Historic Sir Walter Scott 
steamship’s boilers fail

Skye was once known for its 
mystical settings, enchanting 
caves and ancient landmarks but 
there is a new feature bringing 
the island renown – the cluster 
of AA rosette award-winning 
restaurants. Four to be precise.

Edinbane Lodge, near 
Dunvegan, joins three other elite 
restaurants on the island with 
three AA rosette status.

� e announcement sees the 
restaurant rise to the top of the 
food chain on Skye where it joins 
the acclaimed � ree Chimneys, 
Kinloch Lodge and Lochbay 
Restaurant, all current holders of 
the award.

It is quite an achievement for 
head chef and island resident  
Calum Montgomery, who gave 
up cooking for more than a year 
to restore the property.

Set in a 16th-century hunting 
lodge, in a scenic village of the 
same name, Edinbane Lodge 

has taken Scotland by storm. 
� e chef and restaurant have 
gained a large local, national 
and international following, as 
well as garnering several awards 
for its use of local ingredients 
which are served in a casual 
atmosphere in a building which 
dates from 1543.

Commenting on the award, 
Calum said: ‘It’s a great honour 
to receive this award and to 

contribute to the incredible food 
scene on Skye. 

‘I’m incredibly lucky to have 
such a loyal, hard-working team. 
We’ve all worked together at 
various stages in my career and 
it’s truly humbling that they have 
all chosen to move to Skye and 
share the vision for Edinbane.

‘We have a golden rule - to only 
use seasonal, sustainable ingredi-
ents from Skye. If we can’t source 

locally, we may look towards 
mainland Scotland. Anything 
past that boundary won’t make 
it onto our menus. And we don’t 
follow trends. 

‘If anything, we try to reconnect 
with more traditional methods 
used in Skye in centuries gone 
past.’

� e AA has been giving out ro-
settes to restaurants since 1956.

by Iona Young
editor@obantimes.co.uk

The Edinbane Lodge team are immensely proud.

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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Milestone inspectors – part two
Iain � ornber continues his article into 
‘tramps’.
When Steenie found his way in to Morvern he 
had the pick of a number of lodgings: Donald 
and Maggie Mackay’s hayshed at Ullin in 
the White Glen, a cave between Claggan and 
Craigendarroch and part of Gerard Craig 
Sellar’s, state-of-the-art, central-heated dog 
kennels below Torr Molach on Ardtornish 
estate. Here he would be under the eagle eye 
of head keeper John Munro whose daughter, 
Mrs Betty Wotherspoon, featured in these 
columns last year.

Steenie, too, composed songs and poems 
which he had printed and then sold for a few 
pence at the doors, or gave to his hosts which is 
no doubt why his name is still remembered by 
an older generation. It could hardly be said he 
was in the same league as Burns - the attraction 
lay in the way he managed to bring local folk 
and their activities into them. A good example 
is � e Roadman’s Wedding (sung to the tune of 
� e Day We Went to Rothesay O) in which he 
described the wedding of Jock Robertson, the 
Argyll County Council roadman who lived at 
Clounlaid, near Ullin, in lines full of humour: 
‘Drum a doo a doo a day, drum a doo a daddy 
O, drum a doo a doo a day O;   ‘Poor old granny 
grabbed a sack, and waved it like a Union Jack, 
and everyone waved their caps for Jockie at 
his wedding O;  through his glass he saw them 
come, the keeper [Sandy MacFadyen, Eignaig, 
who moved across the hill to Alltachonaich 
next door to Ullin] up the stair did run, and 
down he came, with a sporting gun, that day of 
Jockie’s wedding O. Up to his should in a tick, 
and bang it went, and it gave a kick and made 
poor old Mack [a collie dog] look sick. that day 
at Jockie’s wedding O.’ Steenie’s other poems 
were: � e Loch Ness Monster; � e Hiker’s 
Song; Go with Me Callach, Go; Song of the 
Cuckoo, Island of Lismore, � e Grey Henny’s 
Well on the Ord [His Grace the Duke of 
Portland, the local landowner, erected a stone 
to mark the spot of the Grey Henny’s Well] 
which Steenie must have visited; MacDonald’s 
Morag and a Tribute to Ardgour [on the death 
of Col Alexander John Hew Maclean, the 
popular 16th laird and chief of the Macleans 
of Ardgour who died suddenly in 1930 at the 
early age of 50)  which is full of pathos: ‘Around 

the bay of Ardgour, for many years have I wan-
dered, now sad is the hour when the chie� ain 
is gone. In cottage or homestead when you 
mention his name an honest tear is shed for the 
gallant Maclean.... we bid you in peace adieu  
and sweet be your rest to our thoughts you 
were true, you were one of the best’.

In writing about Ardgour,  I mustn’t forget 
the story of a family of travellers who used 
to park their old van in a quarry on Ardgour 
estate between Sallachan and Inversanda. 
Hearing that Miss Catriona Maclean of 
Ardgour, who had inherited the estate from 
her father Col Alexander, disliked unau-
thorised parking,  they bought half a dozen 
Maclean tartan towels and hung them on their 
washing-line. � eir quick-thinking met with 

the laird’s approval, so much so, she allowed 
them  to come and go at will. One year they 
were there for so long a child was born in the 
back of the van over the rear axle so he was 
given the name Axle!

Jimmy the Tramp hailed from east 
Perthshire or Fife and had been a piper in the 
Black Watch Regiment in the Second World 
War. He was captured by the Japanese and had 
a terrible time in a POW camp. When he was 
demobbed, he found that his wife had gone 
o�  with someone else and he didn’t see his 
daughter again and then went on the tramp. 
Every spring Jimmy would visit Arisaig and 
Rannoch where he knew kind people and dug 
their vegetable gardens for them. He travelled 
by train, of course. � e West Highland Line 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern Lines

Milestone inspectors – part two
Morvern Lines

There has been a signi� cant amount of 
attention recently on the importance of 
Gaelic-medium education to Scotland 
cultural heritage.

It continued this week when Deputy 
First Minister John Swinney presided 
at the launch of a new history book by 
award-winning Gaelic author Tim Arm-
strong, a lecturer at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
the National Centre for Gaelic Language 
and Culture on the Isle of Skye.

This new book, Às na Freumhan (From 
the Grassroots), follows the campaign 
to establish an all-Gaelic school in 
Edinburgh, a long and often contentious 
� ght that lasted 14 years, but which was 
ultimately won by the parents and the 
other Gaelic activists lobbying for the 
school, culminating in the approval of 
Bun-Sgoil Taobh na Pàirce by the City of 
Edinburgh Council in 2011.

Along with the history, Tim examines 
the case for Gaelic schools in Scotland 
and makes the argument that estab-
lishing more standalone Gaelic schools 
to replace Gaelic units over the coming 
years will be key for ensuring Gaelic-me-
dium education plays its part in securing 
the future of the language in Scotland.

‘All-Gaelic schools have many advan-
tages,’ Tim explained. 

‘Educational, social and linguistic, but 
the biggest advantage of all-Gaelic 
schools is the chance to promote a 
strong Gaelic ethos throughout the 
school.

‘Young Gaelic speakers won’t make 
much use of their Gaelic outside of 
school or in the future if the language 
isn’t important to them personally, as 
part of their identity as young Gaels.

‘To foster this sort of healthy, positive 
identity association with the language, 
educators need to promote a strong 
pro-Gaelic ethos in all aspects of 
Gaelic-medium provision and promoting 
such an ethos is much more practicable 
in an all-Gaelic school than in a Gaelic 
unit or in an English-medium/Gaelic-me-
dium shared campus.’

The book launch was on Monday 
February 24 at Bun-Sgoil Taobh na 
Pàirce, the Gaelic primary school in Leith.

Story of Gaelic 
school campaign 
launched
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Also from March 1993, this photograph shows pupils from Kilmonivaig Primary School, 
Spean Bridge, with new equipment bought with PTA funds.

There is little information about this photograph other than it dates from March 1993 
and shows cheques for £250 being presented by the Augustus Barnett shop to Soroba 
Young Family Group and St Columba’s Playgroup

Milestone inspectors – part two

drivers would stop the train and guards would 
put the ladder down from the old-style guards 
van for Jimmy and his bicycle and he would 
be dropped o�  before they reached a station. 
Latterly, he based himself in a tiny caravan 
at Ardgour. From there he would set o�  for 
Glen� nnan, Lochailort and Corpach along the 
Road to the Isles.

One dark wintery night, Mrs Cameron-
Head of Inverailort almost ran into Jimmy 
between Corpach and Kinlocheil in her car. 
So the next morning she went to Fort William 
Police Station and gave them some money to 
paint his mudguards with � uorescent paint 
for his own safety, knowing that he wouldn’t. 
One hard winter Dr Michael Foxley, the GP 
at the time, managed to get Jimmy a room in 

Ullin, right, in the White Glen where 
Steenie lodged with Donald and Maggie 
Mackay when he came to Morvern. 
Altachonaich, the home of Sandy Mac-
Fadyen, is on the opposite side of the burn. 
Photograph: taken in Steenie’s time and supplied by Iain Thornber

Invernevis House Care Home on the outskirts 
of Fort William, which no doubt saved his life. 
Sometimes Jimmy would go AWOL but the 
sta�  knew that if he wasn’t in the back bar of 
the Nevis Bank Hotel, they would � nd him in 
the Corpach Hotel. Jimmy had his army pipe 
chanter which he was very attached to. It must 
have lain unused for a spell because when he 
eventually picked it up he found mice had 
gnawed chunks out of it and it was useless. A 
member of sta�  at Invernevis House, realising 
how much he was missing it, gave him her 
daughter’s one, which she no longer used, 
which cheered him up.

I remember meeting Jimmy in the late 1970s 
at Inverailort Castle where Mrs Cameron-
Head always made sure he had a hearty meal 
whenever he called and that when he pedalled 
o�  there was enough food in his haversack for 
the rest of the week. It was raining at the time 
and hearing that he had lost his cap she went 
up to the attic and returned with a bowler hat 
which had belonged to her father in law, James 
Head, who had been deputy chairman of the 
Union Castle shipping line. It was made in St 
James’s Street, London, by James Lock & Co - 
the world’s oldest hat shop which also held two 
Royal warrants. Jimmy was proud of that hat!

I have been fortunate to have met many 
remarkable and unusual characters in the 
Highlands but none more so than Donald and 
Agnes MacAllister, Tobermory. Donald, who 
was always called  ‘Doikes’ or ‘Dykes’, was the 
oldest of a family known on Mull as ‘the Dans’. 

� ere were four brothers and two sisters 
some of whom now and again took up 
a semi-itinerant life occasioning one of 
Tobermory’s leading ladies to say in their de-
fence, ‘� ey are very respectable tinkers, they 
live mostly in a house, you see’. At one point 
Doikes and Agnes, who had a good fund of 
stories and songs, lived in an old Co-op mobile 
shop, in a quarry on the Glengorm road. It was 
an Albion, and presumably had become unvi-
able to repair and was known as Co-operative 
Cottage. A� er that they had a nice showman’s 
caravan at the top of Tobermory, but it was 
hit by a car which had gone o�  the road and 
although it was not mortally wounded, was 
never quite the same again. 

Continued next week.

WIN: An overnight stay with 
dinner and breakfast at � e 
Pierhouse Hotel & Seafood 
Restaurant, Port Appin
Tucked away on the shores of Loch Linnhe, � e 
Wee Hotel Company’s Pierhouse Hotel & Seafood 
Restaurant o� ers breathtaking views to the islands 
of Lismore and Mull. � e small hotel and renowned 
Scottish seafood restaurant is one of Argyll’s most 
idyllic destinations, 
just a short, scenic 
drive from both 
Oban and Fort 
William. Menus 
are designed by 
Head Chef, Michael 
Leathley, to include 
the freshest langoustines and mussels harvested from 
Loch Linnhe and Loch Etive, � ne handpicked oysters 
from the oyster beds of Loch Creran, and lobsters 
from the creels at the end of Port Appin pier. 

Retreat to Argyll and enjoy an overnight stay for two 
people at � e Pierhouse, complete with dinner in the 
renowned AA Rosette restaurant and full Scottish 
breakfast the following morning. 
Make the most of your time in Argyll by hopping on 
the ferry outside � e Pierhouse and crossing over to 
the rugged Isle of Lismore, where you’ll be able to ex-
plore sites such as the old Cathedral church, the Iron 
Age broch and the Sailean limekilns, and discover 
Lismore’s fascinating living heritage in the coastal 
village of  Port Ramsay, situated  in a secluded bay 
with spectacular views of the island and Great Glen. 
A� er your day’s adventures, relax in the Finnish sauna 
at � e Pierhouse or enjoy a choice of relaxation, thera-
peutic, aromatherapy or sports massage treatments in 
the comfort of your own room. 

To win this prize, please answer 
the question below:

Q:  What is the name of � e Pierhouse 
Hotel’s head chef? 

A:  

Please post your entry to the Oban Times, Pier 
House Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
Entries to be in by the closing date for entries is 
midnight, 10th March 2020.*

*We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need 
for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/
destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline and in a 
manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details will not 
be used for any other activity

Hotel contact details. 
Contact details: Call: 01631 730302   
Email: reservations@pierhousehotel.co.uk
www.pierhousehotel.co.uk
www.theweehotelcompany.com

Name .....................................................

Address .................................................

...............................................................

...............................................................

...............................................................

Tel No.....................................................
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Death of Father Tom 
a sad blow for Argyll
It comes as no surprise such fulsome 
tribute has been paid to Monsignor 
� omas Wynne, who died on Friday, aged 
89.

Father Tom, as he was a� ectionately 
known, served the Catholic Church 
for more than 50 years following his 
ordination in Fort William in 1957.

Father Tom’s life was one of sel� ess 
service to a number of parishes, including 
in Oban, and he was held in the highest 
regard by everyone who knew him.

His funeral mass takes place tomorrow 
and will, quite rightly, be one of thanks-
giving for a long life so well lived.

In the midst of what can sometimes seem 
to be unrelenting bad news, there are 
stories that are simply heartwarming.

Such a story this week is Oban High 
School’s Support Department celebrating 
two fantastic � rsts for its outstanding 
students.

As we report this week, department 
head Kirsteen Binnie said sta� , students 
and their families were all bursting with 
pride a� er some of its pupils received 
a top achievement award and others 
performed in the school’s dance show in 
front of a packed audience at the Corran 
Halls.

� ese successes mark signi� cant 
achievements for the department, helping, 
as it does, pupils who o� en face major 
challenges.

� e sta�  and families are justi� ably 
and understandably hugely proud of the 
young people for rising to these occasions. 
� ey deserve all the praise that has been 
heaped upon them.

Heartwarming 
Oban High School 
success story

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to 
showcase these each week. 

If you have a photograph you would 
like published, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, 
PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, or hand it in 
to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lo-
chavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, or to 
our o�  ce in High Street, Fort William. 

Save Knapdale Ward
A much-loved service for people with demen-
tia is at risk of being shut down by Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care Partnership. 

More than 2,000 people have already called 
for the Knapdale Ward in Lochgilphead to stay 
open, yet there has not been any meaningful 
consultation with the people who work there 
on how to keep the ward open.

Tens of thousands of people in Scotland have 
dementia. We probably all know of someone 
who has the disease, or cares for someone with 
dementia. Knapdale is a lifeline for some of 
the most vulnerable people in our community.

� e Health and Social Care Partnership 
must work with patients, carers and workers 
in Knapdale ward to protect its future and 
improve dementia services across Argyll and 
Bute. You can add your voice to the petition 
by visiting www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/forms/
hscp-budget-consultation-2020 by Wednesday 
March 4.

Polly Jones, Garelochhead.

Recording railway history
In the summers of the mid-1930s, railway 
timetables show that in addition to the 
trains which connected Oban/Connel with 
Ballachulish, an a� ernoon service from Oban 
to Benderloch operated for a short period each 
July. 

It paused there just long enough for the lo-
comotive to run round its coaches before they 
headed back to Oban. In 1933, for example, it 
only ran from Monday July 17 to Saturday July 
29.

Given these exact dates, can any readers 
suggest what the reason might have been for 
this service which ran for only a few years up 
to about 1937?

I can be contacted on bdrummond363@
googlemail.com

Robert Drummond, Ayr.

Swallowing mis-information 
on independence
I would like to respond to the letter printed 
in last week’s Oban Times from � omas 
Morris of Coventry advising us that we don’t 
know the cost of Scottish independence. � e 
statistics he has selected and the conclusions 
made, show only that he has swallowed the 
mis-information spread by the unionist camp.

He states, ‘Denmark does not have another 
neighbouring population, like the rest of the 

UK, of 61 million, to contribute signi� cantly 
towards its public � nances’, implying England 
supports Scotland � nancially.

� is is a well-known Union myth. Scotland 
receives, via the Barnett formula, about one 
third back from Westminster of the money 
it sends to the UK treasury. � ey keep the 
other two thirds to spend on Scotland’s behalf 
without consultation, including funding the 
interest payments on the massively increased 
national debt and English projects, like HS2.

� e Scottish Government does amazingly 
well with its partial refund of Scottish taxation. 
Just think what it could do for its people if it 
spent all the tax raised in Scotland. Scotland is 
supporting England, not the other way round.

Scotland’s GDP is only around £180-£200 
billion but our GDP per capita is £32,800 
compared to the UK average of £31,600 (May 
2019 � gures). Scotland is already a rich coun-
try and would, in world rankings, be higher 
than England in terms of GDP per head of 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

YOUR PICTURES

This week’s photograph features Jane 
Eccles on Tralee Beach, Benderloch, 
enjoying looking at a stunning sunset 
on Christmas day 2019. It was sent in 
by Steve Eccles.

population. � ere is data that shows GDP per 
head in the central belt and parts of north east 
Scotland are comparable with London and 
that many regions of England fall below the 
worst performing area in Scotland.

Scotland’s exports, at £17,456 per head, are 
more than double England’s. 

� is is hardly the position of a country living 
on handouts. Scotland’s surplus in interna-
tional trade goods is about £5 billion, whereas 
England has a de� cit of around £135 billion. 

� is surplus in international trade is a key 
strength of Scotland’s economy, putting it 
ahead of the union partners.

� e question what does being in this union 
give Scotland has to be answered. � e answer 
is austerity, nuclear weapons, bedroom tax, 
universal credit, food banks, loss of trading 
partners, an eight per cent share of the runa-
way UK debt and a Tory government that we 
didn’t vote for. 

� e true cost of the union is that Scotland 
is surviving in an abusive relationship on 
one third of its wealth and is being held back 
economically.

� ere is much more evidence to show that 
Scotland will be a successful independent 
nation. 

Rather than being mis-led by Westminster 
propaganda, we should engage with com-
munities across Scotland and share the facts 
about the bene� ts of an independent Scotland.

� ere is an informative, fact-based booklet, 
Scotland � e Brief, prepared by Business for 
Scotland and available locally. � is gives 
information with its sources of data about 
Scotland and its economy.  Reading this book-
let will transform the way people understand 
the issues rather than entertaining more 
anti-Scottish propaganda from the likes of Mr 
Morris of Coventry.

Je�  Darby, Kilmore.

Letter poorly researched
� e letters published in � e Oban Times 
of February 20 were from addresses in 
Manchester, France and Coventry.

While it is great to see the wide appeal of 
� e Oban Times, the contribution from Mr 
Morris, Coventry, was not of a high standard 
as he felt obliged to ponti� cate to us poor, 
hapless Scots on the error of our thoughts 
regarding governing ourselves.

Mr Morris’s depth of knowledge has been 
formed during several visits to our country 
and he poses arguments using data compari-
sons with Denmark, Finland and Switzerland.

� e obvious advantage those example coun-
tries have in common with each other is that 
they are all self-governing.

Scotland is a rich country and would un-
doubtedly � ourish under a government based 
in Scotland that has local interests and values 
at its heart.

I invite Mr Morris to live among us for a 
while and I am con� dent he would then be less 
in thrall to the Westminster government.

Dorothy Macdonald, Oban.

Mun deach mi air chlu-
aineas bha mi aig amannan 
eadar-dhealaichte nam 
cheannard air dà bhuidheann 
a choisinn inbhe “Creideas 
nar Cosnaichean” (CnC), an 
t-ainm Gàidhlig a thug sinn 
air “Investors in People” (IIP).  
A’ chiad turas a chaidh mi 
an sàs san sgeama b’ ann air 
sgàth cumha a bha an lùib 
cùmhnant taice bho Iomairt 
na Gàidhealtachd ’s nan 
Eilean, ach an dàrna turas 
rinn mi e air mo bhagaiste 
� èin ri linn an luach a bh’ 
ann. ’S e inbhe àraid a th’ ann 
an CnC air ìre stiùiridh dhao-
ine nan cuid àitean-obrach, 
agus tha an inbhe ga bhu-
ileachadh air buidhnean a 
dhearbhas gum bheil iad a’ 
coileanadh agus a’ gleidheadh 
Ìre CnC. � òisich an sgea-
ma mar phròiseact leis an 
Riaghaltas ann an 1991 agus 
lean sin chun an Fhaoilteach 
2017 nuair a dh’atharraich 
e gu bhith na bhuidheann 
neo-phrothaideach.   � ar 
nam bliadhnaichean bho 
thòisich e tha CnC air àrain-
neachd agus beatha obrach 
chòrr mòr air 11 millean 
neach a leasachadh agus tha 
an Ìre CnC a-nise aithnichte 
ann am barrachd air seasgad 
dùthaich!

Mur eil eòlas agaibh air an 
sgeama cha b’ iongnadh sibh 
a bhith a’ faighneachd carson 
a tha mi a’ dèanamh leithid 
de mholadh air! Uill, ’s e 
feallsanachd an sgeama suid-
heachadh a stèidheachadh 
ann am buidheann far am 
bi a h-uile neach-obrach a’ 
tuigsinn amasan na buidhne 
agus an t-àite a th’ aig an 
neach sin � èin ann an 
coileanadh nan amasan sin. 
Mar a chanas luchd-stiùiridh 
CnC ’s ann ma dheidhinn 
daoine a tha an sgeama, agus 
nuair a ruigeas buidheann Ìre 
CnC tha i a’ faotainn luach 
a saothrach à luchd-obrach 
a tha toilichte a bhith ann 
an cosnadh sam bheil luach 
ga chur orra agus cothrom 
aca air adhartas.   Saoilidh 
mi gum bheil a’ mhòr-chuid 
mothachail air deatamachd 
ghnìomhan beag is mòr, sg-
ileil is sìmplidh, a dh’� eumar 
a dhèanamh gus obair sam 
bith a thoirt gu buil. Sin an 
teachdaireachd aig CnC agus 
tha e a’ ciallachadh gum bheil 
fèin-spèis gach neach-obrach 
ga bhrosnachadh mar phàirt 
de dh’obair na buidhne. 
Bhithinn aig amannan ga 
shamhlachadh ri uaireadair 
nach obraich ma tha am pìos 
as lugha ga dhìth! � a Ìre 

CnC ag aithneachadh gur iad 
cosnaichean òga ùra dòchas 
an t-saoghail romhainn, agus 
ma thuigeas luchd-fastaidh 
an cuid feumalachdan gun 
coisinn sin toradh dìlseachd 
agus dealas. Bhiodh dùil gum 
biodh luchd-obrach buidhne 
aig am bheil inbhe Ìre CnC 
gam meas � èin a bhith ag 
obair aig buidheann sònra-
ichte, agus gach neach dhiubh 
cudromach dha obair an cuid 
fastaiche.

Leis nach eil inbhe “sgil-
ìseal” ann am feallsanachd 
CnC, carson a bhiodh poileas-
aidh Riaghaltais a’ cur uimhir 
de luchd-obrach dhìcheallach 
na dùthcha ann an suarachas?

� e British Government 
initiative Investors in People 
(IIP) is recognised worldwide 
as a people management 
standard which builds em-
ployee self-esteem and job 
satisfaction by recognising 
their contribution to corpo-
rate objectives. IIP Standard 
doesn’t label any workers as 
‘lower-skilled’ because that 
would be insulting to thou-
sands of truly conscientious 
people.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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Bishop to celebrate � nal diocesan eucharist
ISLAY

APPIN

OBAN

MULL

WESTERN ISKES

� e Right Reverend Kevin 
Pearson, Episcopal Bishop of the 
Diocese of Argyll and the Isles, 
will conduct his � nal diocesan 
celebration of the eucharist on 
Tuesday March 3. 
And he wants everyone who has 
been a part of his 10 years in 
the area to join him at St John’s 
Cathedral, George Street, Oban, at 
5.30pm for the event.

As members of churches gather 
from across Argyll and the Isles 
for the annual conference and 
synod, Bishop Kevin will be 
installing the new Dean of the 
Diocese, the Very Reverend Margi 
Campbell, Provost of St John’s 
Cathedral, and a new Honorary 
Canon to St John’s, the  Reverend 
Dr Keith Riglin, who has served 
the diocese over the past 10 years 
in Lochgilphead, Skye, Oban and 
at Easter will be on the Isle of 
Mull. Everyone welcome. For more 
information, contact the diocesan 
o�  ce on 01631 570870.

The Very Reverend Margi 
Campbell will be installed as 
the new Dean of the Diocese of 
Argyll and the Isles by the Right 
Reverend Kevin Pearson.

A ra�  e has been organised to help 
fund Islay High School’s expedition 
to Mongolia and China in 2021.

Tickets cost £10 with winners to be 
drawn on Sunday May 10.

Prizes include a year’s membership 
of Islay Golf Club, bed and breakfast 
at the Pierhouse Hotel, � ve golf 
lessons at the Machrie and a £50 
Machrie golf shop voucher.

Tickets are available from the golf 
shop at the Machrie Hotel and Golf 
Links.

� e Mactaggart Leisure Centre in 
Bowmore has introduced a new 
men’s night.

� e weekly event started last week 
and will run every Wednesday from 
7pm until 9pm. At the � rst meeting, 
the men enjoyed time in the gym, a 
swim and a sauna. Future sessions, if 
there is enough interest, will feature 
circuit training, aquacise and in-
� atables, or people can put forward 
their own ideas.

Eyes down for the ladies’ leap day 
bingo night in Port Appin Hall.

� e event, on Saturday February 
29, starts at 7.30pm.

Entry costs £10 per book, which 
includes ra�  e tickets and a glass 
of Prosecco. Tea and co� ee will be 
provided. Bring you own bottle.

All proceeds will go towards 
Appin playpark.

Tobermory � re station is taking 
part in a new scheme to help young 
people in Scotland.

� e Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service’s national Youth Volunteer 
Scheme will promote life skills and 
o� er support and guidance to those 
interested in the � re service. 

It is open to teenagers aged be-
tween 12 and 18 years and developed 
around a three-phase programme 
designed to deepen and broaden 
knowledge, skills, competence and 
con� dence.

Deputy Assistant Chief O�  cer 
John Miller, strategic lead for the 
Youth Volunteer Scheme, said: ‘� is 
is a fantastic opportunity for young 
people across Scotland to develop 
their skillset and make a valuable 
contribution to their communities.

MSP Alasdair Allan MSP led a 
Scottish Parliament debate on the 
bene� ts of Gaelic-medium educa-
tion (GME).

� e Western Isles MSP, who spoke 
Gaelic in last week’s debate, wel-
comed Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s 
decision to enrol pupils entering 
primary one into GME as the default 
choice.

� e council adopted the GME 
policy – which was aimed at achiev-

Every Wednesday, 100 Voices - 
Oban holds a seniors’ soup lunch at 
12.30pm.

� e event, with homemade soup, 
sandwiches, tea, co� ee and cake, is 
held in the Guide Hall, Oban.

For more information, call Kirsten 
on 07778 472308 or email kirsten-
johnston@argylltsi.org.uk

‘� e Youth Volunteer Scheme is 
not about recruiting future � re� ght-
ers and we cannot guarantee any 
young person further employment 
or involvement with the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service.’

If you are interested in the scheme, 
contact sfrs.youthengagement@
� rescotland.gov.uk

ing ‘a signi� cant rate of growth in 
Gaelic’ in the islands – in December.

� e debate came a� er Scottish 
Tory education spokesperson Liz 
Smith faced criticism for suggesting 
educating pupils in Gaelic was a 
‘worrying’ and ‘troubling’ move, 
which would put children at a ‘dis-
tinct disadvantage’ to their peers.

Speaking in the debate, Dr Allan 
said: ‘� ere are wide-ranging 
bene� ts to bilingualism, from 
increased creativity, to heightened 
cognitive abilities, to greater job 
opportunities.

‘I commend Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar on taking this progressive step 
to secure the language within its 
heartland. And I would urge them 
to continue to go further for the 
language. Knowing what we know 
about the cognitive, cultural and 
social bene� ts of bilingualism in a 
regional language or mother tongue, 

education in the Gaelic language 
should be o� ered in every school, to 
every child in the Western Isles and 
continue to grow elsewhere.’

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron also gave strong 
support to the proposal.

Mr Cameron spoke during the 
debate at the Scottish Parliament 
to voice his support for Gaelic and 
to argue that the language’s future 
would be best secured by depoliticis-
ing the debate about its future and 
securing all-party support.

Mr Cameron cited the record of 
the Conservative party in support-
ing Gaelic over many years in the 
Scottish Parliament.

Mr Cameron said: ‘Bilingualism 
is plainly bene� cial and we are 
all aware of the mistakes of the 
past century when one language 
(English) was promoted at the total 
exclusion of the other (Gaelic).’



� e Oban Times
Thursday 27 February 2020 21

OT

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Doing the business
I wrote two weeks ago about a number of 
shops in central Oban that have closed 
or are about to and mentioned I was sure 
BID4Oban would be on the case trying to 
market the premises.

Andy Spence, the estimable chief 
executive of BID4Oban, was way ahead of 
me and, as you will read elsewhere in this 
week’s Oban Times, has been proactive in 
making sure these units are � lled as quickly 
as possible.

� e good news is apparently the 
Fonehouse in Argyll Square has been sold 
and I’ve seen lights on behind the painted 
windows of Abbies Cafe in Argyll Street as 
someone beavers away.

A wee birdie also tweets to me that Nancy 
Black’s, also in Argyll Square, and which 
seems to have been vacant for ages, could 
soon be re-opening in a new guise.

� is is excellent news and much of it is 
down to Andy and his colleagues, who 
deserve a pat on the back for e� orts which 
o� en go unremarked.

It just goes to show Oban remains a 
vibrant centre economically. Well done to 
the BID4Oban team.

Getting the message
Oban’s favourite son, golfer Bob MacIntyre, 
is making the news this week - but not for 
the usual reasons.

Bob has come in for praise for taking to 
the fairways with the Martyn’s Monday 
Club logo prominent on his golf bag. As 
many will know, the club is the Oban 
charity which helps people with mental 
health problems.

From small beginnings as a men’s self-help 
group, Martyn’s Monday Club has grown 
considerably and now includes a women’s 
section.

It is a fantastic club doing remarkable 
things and Bob deserves praise for � agging 
up its campaigning work.

� e men’s group meets every Monday 
between 7pm and 9pm at Hope Kitchen on 
Soroba Road. � e ladies’ section meets at 
the same times and place but on Tuesdays.

Everyone welcome.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Music and dance festival to be biggest yet

Bridge of Orchy Hotel raises £500 for air ambulance

Organisers say the 37th 
Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival 
(HIMDF) in Oban is going 
to be the biggest yet with 
new venues, more than 
1,100 participants, 125 
competition classes and 
lots of fringe events.

The dates for 2020 are 
Thursday April 30 to 
Sunday May 3. 

Letters are being sent 
out to businesses asking 
them to sponsor compe-
titions and the festival 
committee is hoping for 
a generous response. 
Ra�  e tickets are on sale 
o� ering cash prizes to 
help raise funds. 

The HIMDF committee 
is made up of Caroline 
Boyle, secretary; Peter 
Park, treasurer; and Riona 
MacCormick, chairperson.

� e Bridge of Orchy Hotel near 
Glen Coe has raised more than  
£500 for Scotland’s Charity Air 
Ambulance (SCAA).

Sta�  and guests at the popular 
Highland hotel have spent the 
past year raising awareness of the 
charity and how it bene� ts walk-
ers and other outdoor enthusiasts.

As the country’s only chari-
ty-funded air ambulance, SCAA 
receives no government payments 
and relies entirely on public dona-
tions to deliver expert paramedic 
care to the scene of time-critical 
emergencies, in every corner of 
Scotland, 365 days a year.

Fiona Dennis, community 
fundraiser for Scotland’s Charity 

Bridge of Orchy.

Air Ambulance, said: ‘We’re really 
grateful to the Bridge of Orchy 

Hotel team and its guests for their 
generous donation and ongoing 
fundraising e� orts.

‘We simply could not continue 
our lifesaving service without the 
generosity of valued supporters 
like Bridge of Orchy Hotel. Every 
donation makes a di� erence. 

Wonderful gifts
‘In the past, these wonderful 

gi� s have helped us to increase 
our hours of operation from 10 to 
12 per day, so we are available even 
longer to � y to people in need.

‘With continued help from our 
donors, we look forward to mak-
ing further improvements to our 
service.’

Bridge of Orchy Hotel’s general 

manager Szilard Nemeth added: 
‘We’re lucky to be surrounded by 
some of the most breathtaking 
natural scenery in Scotland, 
which attracts visitors, walkers 
and other outdoor enthusiasts 
from around the world.

‘Scotland’s Charity Air 
Ambulance is a vital service that 
helps ensure the safety of visitors 
enjoying our beautiful, but re-
mote, landscape. 

‘� e Bridge of Orchy Hotel team 
and our guests stepped up fund-
raising e� orts over the summer to 
show our continued appreciation 
for SCAA and the great work the 
charity does in the Glen Coe area, 
Argyll and around Scotland.’

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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OUTDOORS
Book shows 
the best of 
bothy worlds

Scottish Bothy Walks is the sequel to 
the best-selling Scottish Bothy Bible 
and describes 28 walking adventures to 
Scotland’s � nest bothies.

Choosing his 
favourite bothies 
as the focal 
point, author 
Geo�  Allan, 
pictured, guides 
the reader on a 
mix of day walks 
and multi-day 
excursions, highlight-
ing the incredible mountains, wildlife, 
geography and history you will � nd 
along the way.

Combining beautiful photos, detailed 
route descriptions, points of interest 
and downloadable instructions, this is 
an ideal companion for bothy-lovers 
and those exploring Scotland’s wilds, 
written by Scotland’s premier bothy 
expert.

The book includes top bothies, the 
most charming bothies, the � nest 
approaches and the most beautiful 
landscapes in Scotland. Twenty eight 
circular or return routes covering the 
whole of Scotland and suitable for 
a broad range of � tness levels and 
experience are covered. Route descrip-
tions and detailed maps, with timings, 
tips, di�  culty ratings and downloadable 
GPX route instructions and wild swims 
at a secret beach also feature.

There is also a section on hillcraft and 
staying safe. This covers what clothing 
and equipment to take, how to cross a 
river in spate and coping in an emer-
gency. A bothy is a simple shelter in 
remote country for the use and bene� t 
of everyone who loves being in wild and 
lonely places.

Argyll climber hits half-way 
in winter Munros challenge
A climber who set out from Argyll to reach 
the peaks of all Scotland’s Munros in a single 
winter has passed the half-way point of his 
ambitious expedition, a� er battling one of the 
stormiest winters of recent decades.

Kevin Woods, recently resident in 
Ballachulish, started his challenge on Ben 
More on Mull on December 22, before climb-
ing all the Munros of mainland Argyll. He 
then completed Perthshire, the Cairngorms 
and the Southern Highlands, leaving aside 
Ben Lomond, where he hopes to � nish his trek 
at the end of March.

Forty-three days a� er setting out, Kevin 
stepped onto the frozen peak of Stob Choire 

Claurigh in Glen Nevis before dawn on 
February 2, a� er starting by head-torch from 
Lairig Leacach bothy.

It was his 141st peak, half-way to the magical 
number of completing the ascent of the 282 
Scottish mountains more than 3,000 feet high.

But his day had barely started. He continued 
over the Grey Corries range and a� er nine 
hours of climbing, reached the top of Ben 
Nevis in a swirling snowstorm. Here he met 
one of his occasional helpers, Lochaber climb-
er Helen Rennard, who brought food and hot 
drinks up the tourist track.

Kevin ended his exhausting day’s climb 
with a tally of eight Munros, including four of 
Scotland’s highest peaks.

Back in the glen, he tucked into a large 
meal at the Ben Nevis Inn. Keeping his food 
consumption up is essential as he is burning 
calories at a phenomenal rate.

Kevin Woods at Glen Ey, Braemar.

‘� e season so far has been one storm a� er 
another,’ said Kevin, who has battled through 
gales and rain turning to snow in January. 
As a seasoned winter climber, he points out  
most winters the air streams shi�  around the 
compass.

‘� is season we’ve just had westerlies o�  the 
ocean for weeks, since I started.’

Late January had seen some of the worst 
ground conditions so far, with deep so�  snow 
piled over heather tussocks, boulders and hol-
lows in the wilds of Atholl, behind Pitlochry. 
Coming o�  Beinn Dearg down Glen Diridh 
he was ‘wading through wet snow, slipping, 
falling over, on your knees, up again. It was 
one of the few points where I felt, this is very, 
very tough’.

On February 8, he crossed the Great Glen 
and found some blue skies at last, summiting 

Meall na Teanga and Sron a’ Choire Ghairbh 
above Loch Lochy. A� er weeks of normally 
solo climbing, Kevin was joined by fell runner 
Finlay Wild, 10 times winner of the Ben Nevis 
race. � ey scampered back to Fort William 
early, before the weather deteriorated again.

‘Now the weather has changed for the worse,’ 
he said from Fort William. ‘I’ll just be doing as 
much as I can – potentially nothing, depend-
ing on the severity of the weather. Onwards 
and northwards.’

By mid-February he was slowing down due 
to a stomach bug. ‘I was brutally tired, with lit-
tle appetite and an upset stomach. Energy low 
and wanting to sleep all the time,’ he wrote in 
his Facebook blog, Kevin Woods Winter 282.

A day’s rest and recovery saw him resume his 
quest in better spirits at the Cluanie Inn. But 
the punishing gales continue.

‘The weather has changed for the 
worse. I’ll just be doing as much as 
I can – potentially nothing.’

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

by Ken MacTaggart
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader should be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible and 
people can try before they buy. Further 
information at www.lochaberand-
lorn-ramblers.org.uk
Saturday February 29, Glen Kinglass, 
Loch Tulla.
A walk into the wilderness. Start at car 
park at Victoria Bridge NN270419 head 
north over bridge then turn west along 
track on the north side of the Abhainn 
Shira cross the river by the bridge 
just south of Clashgour then follow 
the track passed Loch Dochard to the 
watershed at NN 200411. Return by the 
outward route.

Grade: L. Distance: 16Km. Height to 
climb: 160m. Map(s): LR41, EX392. Meet 
at: Glencoe CP at 0915. Start of walk 
10am. Leader: Stuart McCracken 07502 
606711.

Thursday March 5, Fraoch Bheinn and 
Sgur an Utha, Glen� nnan.
A � ne walk on the ancient Moine 
featuring a garnet-encrusted summit, 
breathtaking deformed schists and 
spectacular views of often-hidden Loch 
Beoraid.

Start from the lay-by on the S side 
of the A830 just W of the bridge over 
the Allt an Utha, NM873817. Cross 
the bridge to the start of a forestry 
track and follow it N to a junction just 
before a new bridge over Allt an Utha 
NM872823. The summit of Sgùrr an 
Utha may be seen to the NE at this 
point. Turn E and follow the steep ATV 
track up E to its end at NM880826. The 
ascent is now pathless over heather 
and rocky outcrops. Continue E up 
the open slope of the Druim na Brein 
choille, where there are excellent views 
along Loch Eil. Turn NNE towards 
Fraoch-bheinn.

Either walk around the corrie or head 
up on to Fraoch-bheinn and around 
the line of the ridge. The � nal ascent 
to Sgurr an Utha is straightforward 
to the cairn at 796m. The summit is a 
rocky knoll with garnet-encrusted mica 
schists. Look out for the reddish brown 
pebbles at your feet and embedded 
in the rocks around you. The summit 
drops sharply to the N and provides 
excellent views to Gleann Donn and 
Loch Beoraid as well as Coal-Ghleann 
and Glen� nnan Lodge. Head W from 
the summit to NM878838 and follow 
the burn back down to the Allt an Utha 
to regain the track back to the A830. 
Alternatively head W to Sithean Mòr 

(582m) and descend S to the Allt Fèith 
a’Chatha hydro scheme and follow the 
track back (adds about 2 km).

Grade: M+. Distance: 9 Km. Height to 
climb: 750m. Map(s): LR40, EX398. Meet 
at: Fort William WM NN112742 at 0900. 
Start of Walk at 9.30am. Leader: Toril 
Frantzen 07788 264007.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would like 
to go on a walk, contact club secretary 
Suzanne Theobald on 01397 701783 or 
email enquiries@nevishillwalking.club
Sunday March 1, Sgurr nan Coire-
achan, Sgurr Thuilm, Glen Finnan.
A classic mountain walk taking in the 
Coire Thollaidh Horseshoe. Easy access 
to a splendid high level expedition in a 
rough and remote area.

Start from the car park on the W 
side of the River Finnan at NM905808. 
Follow the estate road for 1.5km up 
Glen Finnan to the bridge over the 
River Finnan at NM913819. Cross the 
river, follow the track N for 3.5km then 
re-cross the river on the footbridge 
at NM918850. Turn NE on to the track 
above the bridge. After about 100m, 
a stalkers’ path climbs N up the slope, 
leading to the SE ridge of Sgurr a’ 
Choire Riabhaich. Climb this to its 
summit at 852m*. 

Continue to the Munro summit of 
Sgurr nan Coireachan. Descend its 
NE ridge and follow the rim of the 
huge Coire Thollaidh over Meall an 
Tàrmachain, 826m and Beinn Gharbh, 
825m to reach the second Munro of 
Sgurr Thuilm. Descend S to a shoulder, 
then SW down Druim Coire a’Bheithe 
to the bridge over the River Finnan. 
Follow the track back on the W side of 
the river, past the bothy and join the 
estate road S back to the CP.

*For a shorter route that omits both 
Munros but nonetheless makes a � ne 
ridge walk, descend W from the sum-
mit of Sgurr a’ Choire Riabhaich. Curve 
S around the rim of Coire Carnaig and 
up to the summit of Sgurr an Fhuarain 
Duibh, 749m. Turn SW down the ridge, 
over minor summits 576m and 553m. 
Locate and follow a path that descends 
the steep nose at the foot of the ridge, 
curves SE, then zig-zags down to the 
watershed at NM884848. Head E down 
Coal-Ghleannex on the N side of the 
burn and follow the path to reach the 
estate road serving Glen� nnan Lodge. 
Follow the estate road S back to the CP.

24km, 1548m ascent *19km, 974m 
ascent. Suggested by Jane Olleren-
shaw. Co-ordinated by Christina Tracey.

Record numbers in citizen 
science to protect cetaceans
Record numbers of volunteers 
took part in research expeditions 
organised by the Hebridean Whale 
and Dolphin Trust (HWDT) last 
year, helping to launch a new year-
round programme of monitoring 
marine mammals and basking 
sharks in the Hebrides.

For the � rst time, the conserva-
tion charity carried out marine 
surveys from its specialised 
research yacht Silurian during the 
winter – with crucial data collect-
ed every month of the year about 
the presence and behaviour of 
some spectacular marine wildlife.

Scotland’s west coast seas are 
globally important habitats for 
cetaceans – the collective name 

for whales, dolphins and porpoise 
– plus the endangered basking 
shark, but so far there has been 
little year-round data.

‘Our new winter surveys and the 
contribution of our wonderful vol-
unteers o� er us the opportunity 
to study the year-round presence 
and distribution of some remark-
able species for the � rst time,’ said 
Becky Dudley, marine biodiver-
sity o�  cer at the HWDT. ‘Our 
established summer expeditions, 
when most species are present in 
Hebridean waters, remain vital. 
But embarking on year-round 
surveys will shed new light on ma-
rine wildlife and help us answer 
questions such as whether minke 

whales are present in the Hebrides 
all year and if distribution of har-
bour porpoise changes between 
summer and winter.’

As well as increasing un-
derstanding of cetacean and 
basking shark behaviour, this 
ground-breaking research helps 
detect trends and changes in the 
marine environment – including 
increases in underwater noise 
pollution and emerging threats 
like entanglement. 

All of this scienti� c evidence can 
be used to inform action to protect 
marine wildlife.

In 2019, Silurian covered more 
than 5,000 nautical miles during 
23 research expeditions.

Common dolphin o�  the Hebrides. Photograph: HWDT
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Argyll and Bute and Lochaber are such popu-
lar places to get married that it is important to 
start planning early.

If you want a spring wedding you need to 
be booking 12 months in advance – so start 
looking now.

Churches and venues, especially the popular 
ones, are starting to � ll up with bookings, 
not just for the ceremonies themselves but for 
receptions and parties as well.

If your wedding is going to be planned 
around work or school holidays it is important 
that you act fast – especially if guests are com-
ing from away and need to book accommoda-
tion.  � ere will also be tourists on holiday as 
well and you want to make sure you get your 
� rst choice.

It is also wise to get your bookings sorted out 
as soon as possible for photographers, for stills 
and video, hair and beauty and cars. Make 

sure you book your � orist now as well.
Parking can be a problem, so it o� en makes 

sense to hire a minibus or coach, depending 
on the number of guests you have because 
space can be very limited around some village 
churches.  

It is also a good time to start working on 
your dra�  guest list.

It is never too soon to start looking for your 
wedding dress.

Once you are sure you have the vital frame-
work of your special day in place you can start 
to relax – slightly – and get down to the fun 
of choosing your invitations, theme, colours, 
menu the all important cake (traditional, 
chocolate, cupcakes or all three).

� ere is the hen night, stag do, the � nal guest 
list, wedding present list and all the little fun 
touches of accessories table decorations and 
favours.

The Perfect 
setting for your Perfect day

Celebrate your wedding
day at Loch Fyne. We

offer bespoke wedding
packages tailored to your

exact requirements for
parties of up to 80

Loch Fyne®

Loch Fyne Oysters Ltd.
Clachan, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BL
t. 01499 600 482   |  e. info@lochfyne.com
www.lochfyne.com

om

� e Loch Fyne Restaurant & Oyster Bar is a 
perfect place to celebrate your wedding day.
Set in a stunning location at the head of Loch 
Fyne in Argyll, the venue is renowned as one 
of Scotland’s � nest seafood establishments. 
It is a perfect place to celebrate your wedding 
day with family and friends.

Weddings at Loch Fyne can be tailored 
for 25 guests or fewer, and up to 80. Meal 
options include our full a la carte menu, a 
bespoke three- or four-course banquet, to 
sensational sharing plates or a stunning 
buffet – it’s your choice for your special 
day!

Loch Fyne Oysters

Spring 
   Weddings 
  2020  
   Weddings 
   Weddings 

A spring wedding what could 
be nicer – after all the dark, 
drab days of winter to arrive 
at a church or venue with the 
grounds full of bulbs in bloom 
and trees in bud.

To see everyone in their 
bright wedding out� ts and 
smart kilts, the bridal � owers 
and the rooms all decorated 
for the occasion.

We send our best 
wishes to all of you tying 
the knot at weddings 
and ceremonies this 
springtime. We hope 
you and your guests 
have a wonderful day and 
here are a few ideas and 
inspiration for those who 
will follow you,  who are now 
planning their big day.

Now is the time to get started

wishes to all of you tying 
the knot at weddings 

springtime. We hope 
you and your guests 
have a wonderful day and 
here are a few ideas and 
inspiration for those who 
will follow you,  who are now 
planning their big day.
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Do you realise how many people come to the 
Highlands and islands just to get married?  

We should all feel � attered that our local 
church, or the castle or beach we pass every-
day on the way to work, or hotels where we 
meet for a drink or lunch are considered 
desirable destinations by people from across 
Scotland, the UK and even the globe!

� is also means that we have an excellent 
network of wedding services all geared up to 
meet the needs of any wedding party.

From a simple registrar’s ceremony and 
lunch for a small party to a full-blown ca-
thedral wedding and banquet you can � nd 
it all.

In fact, name your spot. 

‘It is your day, your way,’ say Argyll and 
Bute Registrars and the council has an 
excellent service on o� er; go to the council 
website and down load the brochure which 
is packed full of information for marriages, 
civil ceremonies and renewing vows.

� ey will help you create your perfect day 
in any location of your choice.

Live Argyll, the charity based trust es-
tablished to take care of leisure venues and 
services previously run by the council, is 
also hosting two wedding fairs this spring. 
� ese are taking place at the Corran Halls, 
Oban and Queen’s Hall Dunoon – which, 
incidentally, are also two very popular 
venues for ceremonies and receptions.

We are 
so lucky 
living here
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Lunga House, with its en-
chanting garden and seaside 
location provides the ideal 
setting for a dream wedding, 
where your guests can enjoy 
the stunning scenery, walk-
ing, � shing, horse riding or 
simply relaxing with a good 
book in this quiet retreat. 

Egyptian cotton sheets, 
complimentary toiletries, 
tea, co� ee and Scottish 
Shortbread…just some of 
the special touches you can 
expect. We are always happy 
to o� er other little luxuries to 
welcome you to the house or 
to one of our many little cot-

tages or beach side Lodges, be 
it champagne on ice, a special 
bottle of wine or perhaps 
some � owers and fruit  � e 
Macleods are not new to the 
hospitality industry having 
built up a portfolio of self 
catering properties
over the years in Edinburgh, 

Inveraray, Mull and Craobh 
Haven as well as the Iconic 
Mishnish in Tobermory 
(www.themishnish. co.uk)
‘We love hosting a good party 
and we thoroughly enjoy 
creating individual weddings 
and special occasions for our 
guests. Your wedding could 

be in the ballroom with 
the backdrop of glittering 
chandeliers and a roaring � re 
or in the garden surrounded 
by garlands of beautiful 
� owers, or perhaps in a lovely 
marquee.  For that special 
occasion to be celebrated 
the house lends itself to 

candlelight dinner parties, 
champagne receptions with 
delicious canapés, a bu� et 
of mouth-watering local 
seafood and meats, a hog 
roast on a spit or a traditional 
Scottish feast. We look 
forward to welcoming you.’ 
www.lungahouse.co.uk

Lunga House - 
a Scottish 
Seaside Castle

A beautiful venue 
for Weddings and 
Special Parties
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

An out-of-the-archives take 
on Scotland’s little-known 
queer � lm history comes to 
Oban this Saturday, February 
29, as part of a tour celebrating 
LGBT History Month.

SQIFF (Scottish Queer 
International Film Festival) 
shorts will be screening a 
variety of unseen and undis-
covered � lms at the Phoenix 
cinema, with works ranging 
from bisexual lust in the 
1950s, to groundbreaking 
documentation of Edinburgh 
queer life in the 1980s and 
Pratibha Parmar’s experimen-
tal 1990 short� lm Bhangra 
jig, which follows a young 
Asian woman walking the 
streets of Glasgow with signs 
of colonialism ever-present.

Helen Wright, SQIFF 

co-founder and coordinator, 
said: '� e programme will 
provide provocation as well 

as nostalgia. We hope to 
generate discussion around 
these older � lms and archival 

content, and across di� erent 
generations.'

Featuring archival docu-

mentaries and short � lms by 
queer Scottish � lm-makers, 
each screening will feature 
a live discussion examining 
whether these � lms are a fair 
representation of the past and 
asking what they may be able 
to contribute to an under-
standing of the future.

� e 50-minute show starts at 
6.15pm. Admission is free.

� e � rst   fundraising event 
for Oban Pride 2020 will 
follow later that evening, at 
7.30pm, with a sing-a-long 
Rocky Horror Picture Show 
hosted by the town's own drag 
artist Crystal. � e screening is 
rated 15.

Oban Pride is organised and 
run by volunteers, anyone 
interested in volunteering 
or supporting the group 
should contact them via their 
Facebook page or by emailing 
obanpride@gmail.com

Queer history fi lm 
tour comes to Oban

The delecta-
ble Crystal 
arrived in 
style for the 
start of the 
parade. 

by Iona Young
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Businesses 
shortlisted for 
Nibbies award
� e Highland Bookshop in 
Fort William and Oban-
based children's picture book 
publisher Little Door Books 
have both been shortlisted 
for the regional heat of � e 
British Book Awards or 
Nibbies.

Run by � e Bookseller, 
� e British Book Awards are 
regarded as ‘the BAFTAs of 
the book trade’.

Angus MacDonald, 
co-owner of � e Highland 
Bookshop said this week: 
'� ere is a great sense of 
pride at the Highland 
Bookshop – our great team 
has worked so hard to create 
a fantastic shop for book 
lovers since we opened 
two-and-a-half years ago.'

And Alan Windram, 
co-founder of Little Door 
Books, added: 'As a small, 
independent publisher, we 
are delighted to have our 
hard work recognised, and 
to be the only children's 
publisher shortlisted in the 
regional heat.'
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON
THURSDAY 27TH FEBRUARY
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10:00am - 12:00pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen
12.30pm
Creative Writing Group
New Hope Kitchen
2.30pm-4pm
Slimming World Fort William
Salvation Army Hall 
3:00pm, 5:00pm & 7:00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY
Hope Kitchen Music Group
Salvation Army Hall
1pm-4pm
Parsley's Cat Cafe
New Hope Kitchen
2pm
Lorn Archaeological and Historical 
Society
Oban Community Fire Station 
7.30pm-9.30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
The Camans
Open till 2:00am

In partnership with Oban Town 
Diary BID4oban.co.uk

SATURDAY 29TH FEBRUARY
Parkrun
Ganavan Sands
9.30am
Event – Bon Giovi
Corran Halls
19.30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Crooked Rell
Open till 2:00am
SUNDAY 1ST MARCH
Morning Service - Refreshments 
follow
Salvation Army Hall
11:00am - 12:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9:30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher
MONDAY 22ND MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Slimming World Fort William
Salvation Army Hall 
9.30am & 11.30am
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Fellowship Meeting
New Hope Kitchen 
2pm
Slimming World, Lochgilphead
Union Street/Argyll Street
5:30pm & 7:30pm

Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Martyn's Monday Club
New Hope Kitchen 
7pm-9pm
TUESDAY 3RD MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Carers Co� ee Morning 
North Argyll Carers Centre
10.30am-12pm
Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen 
7pm-9pm
WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Slimming World, Oban
Glencruitten Church Hall
9:30am, 11:30am, 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Open Day
Greenshoots Garden
10.30am-3.30pm
Hope Kitchen Beach clean
(meet opposite the View)
10.30am
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen
2pm

Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

£ WINNERS 
PRIZE

www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol
Get the pet shampoo, cute ribbons and inappro-

priate clothing ready - Entry is now open for our 
2020 Pet Idol competition. If you have a cool cat, 
pampered pooch or any other gorgeous bundle of 
fur, feathers or even scales, now is your chance to 
win our £300 � rst prize. That buys an awful lot of cat 
litter or you might even prefer to spend it on yourself 
(just don’t tell the mutt!) 

THERE WILL ALSO BE TWO RUNNER-UP PRIZES OF £50
How to enter
Our pet idol competition is open to all pets belonging to 
households across Argyll and Lochaber. Just take a snap 
of your pet and upload your photograph and details by 
visiting www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol 

Photographs must have been taken on or after 1st January 
2020 (we don’t want pictures  of cute kittens that are now 
the size of Bagpuss!!)

Our Pet Idol 2020 Supplement
After you enter your pet, look out for our fantastic Pet idol 
supplement on 2nd April. This will give you the chance to 
boast to your friends that your little fur-ball really is the 
cutest thing in Argyll and the West Highlands!!

Vote for your favourite
Readers will then have the serious job of voting for their 
favourite pet in the supplement. We will then break it 
down to further rounds of 100, 50, 25 and a � nal top 10. 
The pet with the most votes will be crowned our Pet idol 
champion early in June 2020 – Good luck

The closing date for entries is midnight on 
Sunday 22nd March 2020 

Terms and conditions
Wyvex Media’s Pet Idol 2020 competition is open to all pets of owners living in the circulation 
area of the Oban Times and Lochaber Times. Photographs must have been taken on or after 1st 
January 2020. Pictures of deceased pets are ineligible. Pictures should only contain one pet. 
Readers can enter more than one pet, but each pet must have a separate entry. By entering the 
competition, you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details of 
your pet without payment for the purposes of promoting the Pet Idol campaign(s)/ The winning 
pet and owner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media ltd and their immediate 
family are not eligible to enter.

We care about your personal information
The information gathered on the entry form will be used by us to contact you regarding the 
competition & the photo and name to enter you into the competition.  We may also email you at 
the close of the competition. We will not pass on any of the information supplied by you in the 
entry form to any third party unless you speci� cally chose to let us do so. If you choose not to 
be added to our mailing list we will destroy the information provided by you 4 weeks after the 
competition winner is announced.

visiting www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol champion early in June 2020 – Good luck competition winner is announced.

SPONSORED BY

FilmG showcases 
Gaelic talent
I was so busy last week writ-
ing about menus being mis-
taken for iPads that I forgot 
to write about a great evening 
at the FilmG awards in the 
Fruitmarket that Friday.

Myself and Tide Lines 
piano player Ross Wilson 
were to present the award for 
the Best Youth Group Film. 
I said a few lines in Gaelic 
and Ross’s line was 'here are 
the nominees' who were then 
shown on the big screen.  He 
accidentally said 'here are 
the winners' and neither of 
us even noticed his mistake! 
When it was pointed out to 
us later in the evening, Ross 
ingeniously passed it o�  as a 
deliberate message that, in 
his eyes, all the schools were 
winners! 

Congratulations to all 
involved – especially Sgoil an 
Rubha who won our particu-
lar award.

Mull and Iona 
Annual Gathering
I ran a bit late for the Mull 

and Iona Gathering last 
weekend but arrived just as 
Kirsty Netta MacKinnon was 
singing O Teannabh Dlùth is 
Togaibh Fonn and the whole 
of the GU was singing along 
with the choruses. � is home-
ly atmosphere continued 
throughout the performances 
of Claire Macaulay, Calum 
MacColl, Ruaraidh MacLean 
and Camrie MacInnes, and 
Layla and Cara MacFadyen. 

Two personal highlights of 
the evening were winning 
a couple of Alasdair Whyte 
CDs in the ra�  e and getting 
the chance to dance a Strip 
the Willow with Tobermory’s 
Joanie MacKay!

Glasgow Islay 
announce line-up
� e Glasgow Islay 
Association have con� rmed 
the line-up for their annual 
gathering concert to take 
place on Saturday March 7 
in the Glasgow University 
Union. Iseabail MacTaggart 
is in the chair and the artists 
are Angus Darroch from 
Bowmore, Lynn MacDonald 
from Portnahaven, Ruairidh 
MacLennan, Mòd Gold 

Medalist, Clarkston 
Community Choir, � e 
Islay Pipe Band, and the 
Association Piper. � e 
concert begins at 7.30pm 
and is followed by a dance at 
10.30pm.

Choir concert
� e Glasgow Islay choir will 
perform in the Westerton 
Hall, Maxwell Avenue, 
Bearsden, this Friday at 
7.30pm. � e evening will 
be chaired by Mary Ann 
Kennedy and the programme 
will feature last year’s Mòd 
Gold Medalist, Claire 
Macaulay, as well as Marina 
MacLeod, Mòd winning 
quartet Na h-àilleagain, and 
many more aritsts. Tickets 
available at the door.

Tatties and 
Herring
� e Glasgow Skye Association 
will hold their annual 
Buntata’s Sgadan (Tattie 
and Herring) night in the 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street, 
this Saturday at 7.30pm. 
� e entertainment is always 
excellent and, of course, the 
food is tremendous. 
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DIARDAOIN 27 An Gearran
THURSDAY 27 February 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language 
(rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Eorpa/European Current 
A� airs 
21:00 Sgiobair nan Taighean-solais/
Northern Lighthouse Board (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Mach a Seo! 
22:30  Fo Ghlas/ Worlds Toughest Prisons 
(rpt)
23: 15 Dhan Uisge (Loch Lomond )(rpt)
23:25 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan 
(Highlights) (rpt)
23:30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIHAOINE  28 An Gearran
FRIDAY 28th February
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là – News 
19:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19:30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
20:00 Oran na Mna (rpt)
20:30 Air an Smuid (Steaming) (rpt)
21:00 Opry an Luir (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Eadar na Dha 1918-1935/
Clash of Futures:1918-1935 
22:50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Corcuisk) (rpt)
23:00 Seirm – Celtic Connections (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 29 An Gearran
SATURDAY 29 February

16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
17:45 An Là – News 
18:00 Am B.F.G/ The B.F.G (rpt)
19:30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20:30 An t-Eilean/From Skye with Love (rpt)
21.00 ÙR/NEW: Seirm – Celtic Connections 
22:00 Fo Ghlas/World’s Toughest Prisons 
(rpt)
22:45 Ceol bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
23:00 Na Trads: An Dara Teud (rpt)
00:30 Breabach@Blas (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 1 A’ Mhairt
SUNDAY 1st March
16 :00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18 :15  An La – News
18:30 Seachd La – News Review 
19:30 Alleluia (rpt)
20:00 Eorpa (rpt)
20 :30 Mach a Seo ! (rpt)
21 :00 Air a’ Chanal/ Scotlands Canals (rpt)
22 :00 Seirm – Celtic Connections (rpt)
23 :00 Eadar na Dha : 1918-1935/Clash of 
Futures :1918-1935 (rpt)
23 :50 Eadar Chluich (rpt)

DILUAIN 2 A’ Mhairt
MONDAY 2 March
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language 
(rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 

20:30 ÙR/NEW: Thar na Loidhne/Crossing 
the Line 
21:00 Trusadh- Croitearean Leodhais(Next 
Customer Please) (rpt)
22:00 Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)
22:30 ‘San Fhuil / Its in the Blood (rpt)
23:30 Mach a Seo! (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 3 A’ Mhairt
TUESDAY 3 March
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language 
(rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Fuine S5 (rpt) 
21.00 ÙR/NEW: Ionaid Hiort – Oir an 
Dochais 
22.00 Trusadh - Croitearean Leodhais(Next 
Customer Please)  (rpt)
23:00 Fraochy Bay(rpt)
23:05 Togaidh Sinn Fonn/Join in The Music 
(rpt)
23:30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 4  A’ Mhairt
WEDNESDAY 4  March
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language 
(rpt) 
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 An t-Eilean/From Skye with Love (rpt) 
21.00 ‘San Fhuil/Its in the Blood (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Scottish Premiership – 
Kilmarnock v Aberdeen 

Sibling sounds create pure 
magic at St Mary's Space

Siblings Joy and Andrew 
Dunlop created a multi-lin-
gual musical treat for the ears 
at their St Mary's Space house 
concert on Saturday.

� e jocular brother-sister 
banter brought an extra dol-
lop of delight and charm to 
the evening of Gaelic mouth 
work, Scottish and English 
folk songs, and perfect 
piano playing in the already 
eclectically cosy surrounds 
of the once-upon-a-time 
church at Fasnacloich – now 
a performance space and 
boutique recording studio, 
as well as being the heartfelt 
home of welcoming hosts, 
artist Charlotte and compos-
er Jamie Smith who regularly 
open their door for informal 
gigs in return for donations.

To sit in the company of 
the mighty-talented Dunlop 
duo, who hail from Connel 
and have been making music 
since childhood, was well 
worth the pitch black journey 
out on wintry roads of slush 
and sleet.

Stories of learning Gaelic 
song from the revered Mrs 
Pollock as young folk and a 
sneak peek into growing up 

in the Dunlop household, 
mingled with songs from 
their debut album Dithis, 
Gaelic for Duo.

While Joy, well known for 
her involvement in the Royal 
National Mòd and a frequent 
face on BBC Alba and now 
the TV weather, has absorbed 
Gaelic song traditions, her 
brother Andrew followed a 
classical route, performing 
globally including a stint in 
New York and now works as 
the company/orchestral pia-
nist for Yorkshire's Northern 
Ballet.

Among heady highlights of 
the night for me were Joy's 

incredible and ear-popping 
Gaelic mouth work and the 
siblings' heart-breaking 
rendition of � e Testimony 
of Patience Kershaw, based 
on the story of a 17-year-old 
girl who worked down the 
Yorkshire coal mines.

Just watching Andrew in 
motion was mesmerising, his 
� ngers dancing over the pi-
ano keys, his poise, his move-
ment, his timing – seamlessly 
streaming the whole of his 
being into the music pouring 
straight from his heart.

Joy and Andrew, you did 
the Dunlop household proud 
– and Mrs Pollock too.

Joy and Andrew gave a stunning performance at this intimate house concert. 
Photograph: Charlotte Smith

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban Accordion & Fiddle Club
Thursday 5th March 2020, 7.30pm

Royal Hotel
Guest Artist: Duncan MacKinnon Band

Admission £4
All Welcome!
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Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.scot or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: info@obanfm.scot
MONDAY:  8am-12pm:  Breakfast with 
Stephen, 12pm-3pm: Sounds of the '60s 
with Bob G, 3pm-5pm: Clyde 2, 5pm-7pm: 
Drive time with Marcus, 7pm-8pm: Rosie's 
Highland Fling, 8pm-9pm: John McLuckie 
Show, 9pm-10pm: David Cullen Show, 
10pm-12am: Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Ken Hunter, 
1pm-3pm: Macky on Fm, 3pm-5pm: Mental 
Health, Musings with Mer, 5pm-7pm: Drive 
times with Bob G, 7pm-8pm: Highest Praise 
with Stuart Chalmers, 8pm-9pm: Sounds 
Scottish with Archie Cameron, 9pm-12am: 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Comfort Zone with 
Lesley, 1pm-3pm: Doug Carmichael lunch 
show, 3pm-5pm: Clyde 2, 5pm-7pm: Drive 
time with Campbell, 7pm-9pm: Country 
meets Rock and Roll with Ken or Len, 
9pm-11pm: Gordon's Grooves, 11pm-12am: 
Clyde 2
THURSDAY:  8am-11am: Breakfast with 

Andy & Sarah, 11am-3pm: Molly's Mix, 
3pm-7pm: Drive time with Stephen, 7pm-
9pm: Christine's Collection, 9pm-10pm: 
Anne's Ceilidh, 10pm-12am: Margo till 
Midnight
FRIDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with Laura, 
10am-1pm: Teeny and Tiny, 1pm-5pm: 
Clyde 2, 5pm-6:45pm: Drive time with 
Jim Lynch, 6:45pm-7pm: Sports View, 
7pm-8pm: Country meets country with 
Jackie Craig, 8pm-10pm: Peter Rainnie, 
10pm-12am: Clyde 2
SATURDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Saturday morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 1pm-6pm: Clyde 
2, 6pm-7pm: Sports view with the 
dream team, 7pm-8pm: Sounds Scottish 
with Archie, 8pm-10pm: Dave Lewis, 
10pm-12am: Margo till Midnight
SUNDAY: 9am-11am: Sunday Morning with 
Breege, 11am-1pm: Sunday brunch with 
Allan, 1pm-7pm: Clyde 2, 7pm-9pm: New 
Country with Dave and Murdo, 9pm-11pm: 
Drum and Bass with Graham Scott

Crossword
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13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 Security number (4)

3 Railway worker (8)

9 So-called (7)

10 Standing (5)

11 Important time (3-6,3)

13 About to happen (6)

15 Make (6)

17 Agonising (3-9)

20 Ring-tailed animal (5)

21 The diamond in baseball (7)

22 A short musical (8)

23 Wrapped up (4)

Down

1 Visible condensation from an aircraft (8)

2 Rounded (5)

4 Tell (6)

5 Place to get wifi (8,4)

6 Lady of the sea (7)

7 Snack (4)

8 Occasionally (4,2,1,5)

12 Group together (8)

14 Bird's feathers (7)

16 Portray (6)

18 Utopian (5)

19 Sound rebound (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 Security number (4)

3 Railway worker (8)

9 So-called (7)

10 Standing (5)

11 Important time (3-6,3)

13 About to happen (6)

15 Make (6)

17 Agonising (3-9)

20 Ring-tailed animal (5)

21 The diamond in baseball (7)

22 A short musical (8)

23 Wrapped up (4)

Down

1 Visible condensation from an aircraft (8)

2 Rounded (5)

4 Tell (6)

5 Place to get wifi (8,4)

6 Lady of the sea (7)

7 Snack (4)

8 Occasionally (4,2,1,5)

12 Group together (8)

14 Bird's feathers (7)

16 Portray (6)

18 Utopian (5)

19 Sound rebound (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 Security number (4)

3 Railway worker (8)

9 So-called (7)

10 Standing (5)

11 Important time (3-6,3)

13 About to happen (6)

15 Make (6)

17 Agonising (3-9)

20 Ring-tailed animal (5)

21 The diamond in baseball (7)

22 A short musical (8)

23 Wrapped up (4)

Down

1 Visible condensation from an aircraft (8)

2 Rounded (5)

4 Tell (6)

5 Place to get wifi (8,4)

6 Lady of the sea (7)

7 Snack (4)

8 Occasionally (4,2,1,5)

12 Group together (8)

14 Bird's feathers (7)

16 Portray (6)

18 Utopian (5)

19 Sound rebound (4)

T
1

T
2

O
3

M
4

A
5

T
6

J
7

A G U A R A
8

D M I R E

X R C R U I

H
9

I F I H
10

E R D S M A N

N A Y E L

B
11

E
12

G G A R Y U
13

M B R A

V M D F
14

E U

B
15

A N A L L
16

E O N I N E

C C N
17

B T

R
18

U S H H O U R P
19

U N
20

Y

A I N I A I

E
21

T H N I C L
22

A R Y N X

E E E E K E

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Author Willie Orr will be 
talking about his debut novel, 
Mick, at Oban's Waterstones 
this Friday.

Willie, who lives in 
Benderloch, has already had 
several non-� ction books 
and short stories 
published, as 
well as plays 
performed, but 
Mick is his � rst 
work of � ction.

Billed as 'a 
moving and 
chastening novel' 
by modern history 
expert Professor Lynn 
Abrams at the University of 
Glasgow, Mick tells the tale 
of Mick Crossan, who was 
removed from his widowed 
mother and slum home in the 

Gorbals and placed 
in 'care'.

A� er last year's literary 
o� ering from Willie, � e 
Shepherd and � e Morning 
Star – an autobiography and 
biography of his father – this 
fresh piece of work is set in 

the 1950s, a rarely talked 
of time when thousands of 
children were removed from 
their families for a better life 
in the Scottish Highlands as 
boarded-out children. What 
Mick � nds instead is a life 
of abuse, � rst at the hands of 

priests and nuns, and then on 
farms as cheap labour. 

But his spirit and deter-
mination drive him to � nd 
his family and reclaim his 
identity before drawing him 
back in search of happiness 
in his hometown of Glasgow.

Hear more about Mick 
from former shepherd, 
cro� er, counsellor, teacher 
and columnist Willie when 
he appears at Waterstones in 
George Street, Oban, tomor-
row, February 28, at 6pm.

Mick is published by 
� underpoint.

Benderloch author to 
talk about debut novel

Mick looks at a rarely 
talked of time when 
thousands of children 
were removed from their 
families for a better life in 
the Scottish Highlands.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Fab four shortlisted for Highland Book Prize
Four books published in 2019 
with a Highland connection 
have been shortlisted for the 
Highland Book Prize.

� ey are � e Frayed Atlantic 
Edge: A Historian’s Journey 
from Shetland to the Channel 
by David Gange; Surfacing 
by Kathleen Jamie; Spring by 
Ali Smith; and Moder Dy by 
Roseanne Watt.

� e winner will be an-
nounced at the Ullapool 
Book Festival on Saturday 
May 9, at a free-to-attend 
evening event, at which all 
four shortlisted authors will 
be present and will read from 
their work. � e winner will 
receive a cash prize of £1,000 

and a place on a writing 
retreat at Moniack Mhor. 

� e judges made their selec-
tion of which books published 
during 2019 would make the 
shortlist, concluding:

 � e Frayed Atlantic Edge:  
'An impressive intellectual 
and physical journey, allow-
ing the reader to experience 
the Atlantic Coast from a 
fresh, deeply informed and 
invigorating perspective; 
rarely have our coastlines 
and cultures been explored 
with such understanding and 
respect.'

 Surfacing: 'A compelling 
collection of essays, alive with 
captivating details and large 

– indeed, vital – ideas. With 
precision and eloquence, 
we are guided through deep 
time, expressive place and 
protean culture, the better to 
understand ourselves and our 
environment. What emerges 
is a book that not only melds 
clarity and depth, but does so 
while o� ering, and exempli-
fying, compassion, empathy 
and wisdom.'

 Spring: 'An exciting, 
engrossing and timely novel, 
richly layered with necessary 
themes, marvellous charac-
terisation and a trans� xing 
plot. � at the book achieves 
its ambitions with such 
persuasion, insight and 

unwavering commitment to 
sheer human decency is, in 
itself, a triumph.'

 Moder Dy: 'To encounter 
a debut collection that is so 
emotionally and intellectual-
ly vivid is rare indeed. � ese 
poems – linguistically rich, 
profound, imaginative – an-
nounce a talent that is already 
making waves international-
ly. � is is not only thoughtful, 
lyrical poetry but poetry that 
will last.'

� e Highland Book Prize 
was established in 2017 to 
help celebrate the � nest work 
that recognises the rich cul-
ture, heritage and landscape 
of the Highlands. 
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Fife musician makes welcome return to Fort
Bruce Davies, the Fife-
based singer/songwriter, 
will be appearing at Fort 
William Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church Hall 
this eveniing, � ursday 
February 27, at 7.30pm.

With 35 years as a profes-
sional entertainer behind 
him, Davies is a musician 
whose easy on the ear sing-
ing and storytelling have 
gained him many friends 
on four continents.

Crisp acoustic guitar 
playing is one of his trade-
marks and Tom Paxton 
described him as 'one of 
Scotland’s best singers'.

Davies has recorded many 
albums, performed at the 
Edinburgh Fringe and 
spends summers hosting 

and singing in the Spirit of 
Scotland Show.

Tickets costing £5 will be 
available at the door.

Bruce Davies plays Fort William tonight.

SEALL ready to march into spring 
with bumper line-up of the arts
A concert by the award-
winning trad sensation 
Kinnaris Quintet celebrates 
International Women’s Day 
and kicks o�  SEALL’s 2020 
spring programme on 
Saturday March 7, writes Sara 
Bain.

Kinnaris, who are the 
� rst all-female band to win 
the Belhaven Bursary for 
Innovation in Music at the 
MG Alba Scottish Traditional 
Music Awards, took home the 
prize in December and come 
to Skye to open a season of 
world-class performing arts 
events across the island. 

� e quintet combines 
Scottish and Irish folk 
with bluegrass, classi-
cal, Scandinavian and 
Appalachian in� uences, 
and band members include 
Breakish’s Fiona MacAskill.

Also coming home for the 
next SEALL concert is Eilidh 
Cormack from Portree. 
Eilidh brings her sensational 
Gaelic trio Sian to Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig’s An Talla Mhòr 
on � ursday March 12. 
� ese young musicians are 

taking Gaelic song to the next 
level in their lively, exciting 
performances.

Gaelic drama takes centre 
stage on Saturday March 21 
when � eatre Gu Leòr pre-
sents Maim. � is is a unique 
collaboration between the 
theatre and award-winning 
electronica band Whyte and 
will feature live music, dance, 
spoken word and video. � e 
show is fully accessible to 
non-Gaelic speakers.

On March 27, the Red Note 
Ensemble return to Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig as part of their 
Ocean’s tour. In this inspi-
rational concert, celebrating 
Scotland’s Year of Coasts 
and Waters, Red Note's Jackie 
Shave (violin) and Robert 
Irvine (cello) blend their 
styles with Eliza Marshall on 
� utes and whistles and iconic 
Indian tabla player/composer 
Kuljit Bhamra to explore 
the theme of Oceans and 
Journeys. � ey will be joined 
by local poet Rody Gorman 
and actor Crawford Logan.

� e last event in March 
is a concert with popular 

Lochaber musicians Iain 
MacFarlane and Ingrid 
Henderson. � is is the � rst 
of two SEALL Easter concerts 
and takes place on March 31.

SEALL creative director 
Marie Lewis said: 'We are 
absolutely thrilled with the 
line-up of our new spring pro-
gramme and are particularly 
delighted to be hosting the 
Kinnaris Quintet as a special 
International Women’s Day 
celebration.

'� e spring programme 
runs until June 30 and there 
are some familiar faces 
returning to Skye, such as 
Hamish Napier, Brìghde 
Chaimbeul, the Old Blind 
Dogs, the TMSA Young Trad 
tour and Duncan Chisholm, 
as well as a few new stars 
such as Jackie Kay, 2Magpies 
� eatre and a couple of really 
great duos from Canada.'

� e full programme can 
be downloaded from www.
seall.co.uk now. Printed pro-
grammes should be available 
at the beginning of March.

Tickets and further details 
from www.seall.co.uk 

Kinnaris will open SEALL's spring programme on International Women's Day, March 7.

ADDITIONAL SHOWS MAY BE ADDED

What's On
This Week

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.
Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

KIDS CLUB
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
£3 A TICKET FOR ALL

HOH SCREENING
ENGLISH SUBTITLES ON SCREEN FOR THE
HARD OF HEARING

SILVER SCREEN
EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON
£3 FOR THOSE 60 & OVER

PARENT & BABY
A CHANCE FOR NEW PARENTS TO SEE THE LATEST
FILMS WITH BABY (UP TO 1 YEAR OLD)
SOFTER VOLUME AND LIGHTS LEFT ON

THURSDAY 5TH MARCH
1917 | 15 14:30
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 17:00
David Copperfield | PG 17:00
Birds of Prey | 15 19:30
Emma. | U 19:30

WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH
Emma. | U 12:00 /19:30
David Copperfield | PG 16:45
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 17:00
Birds of Prey | 15 19:15

TUESDAY 3RD MARCH
Emma. | U 12:00 /19:15
David Copperfield | PG 16:15
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 16:30
Riverdance 25th Anniversary Show 19:00

MONDAY 2ND MARCH
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 12:00/17:00
David Copperfield | PG 16:45
Birds of Prey | 15 19:15
Emma. | U 19:30

SUNDAY 1ST MARCH
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 12:30/15:00/17:30
Dolittle | PG 12:45
David Copperfield | PG 15:00
Emma. | U 17:30
1917 | 15 - Limited Seats. Book ahead! 19:45
Birds of Prey | 15 20:15

SATURDAY 29TH FEBRUARY
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 11:00/15:45
Dolittle | PG 11:30
Onward | PG (Preview. Daily from 6th) 13:15
David Copperfield | PG 13:45
Emma. | U 16:15
Out of the Archive - SQIFF | 12A -FREE ENTRY18:15
Birds of Prey | 15 19:00
The Rocky Horror Picture Show | 15 (Oban Pride Fundraiser) 19:30

FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY
Sonic The Hedgehog | PG 12:00/17:00/18:30
David Copperfield | PG 16:00
Emma. | U 19:30
Birds of Prey | 15 20:45

WWW.OBANPHOEN IX .COM | 0163 1 5 6 2 9 0 5
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | SCOT T I SH CHAR I T Y NO . SC042 4 0 7

ADVERTISE ON SCREEN
WHAT BETTER WAY TO ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS OR PROMOTE YOUR UPCOMING EVENTS
THAN IN YOUR LOCAL CINEMA!

GET YOUR ADVERT ON
THE NEWEST FILM OF THE WEEK

YOUR ADVERT COULD BE SEEN BY OVER

700 PEOPLE A WEEK!

PLANS AVAILABLE TO SUIT YOU
BY WEEK
BY MONTH
3 MONTH PLAN (BEST VALUE)

GET IN TOUCH: marketing@obanphoenix.com

CHARITY AND LOCAL GROUPS RATES AVAILABLE

PARASITE
WEEKEND 7 - 8 MARCH

WINNER
4 OSCARS - 2 BAFTAS

A FILM BY BONG JOON HO

A QUIET PLACE
PART I & II
SEE IT AT OBAN PHOENIX
MARCH 18TH

PART I: 18:15
PART II: 20:15
TICKETS SOLD SEPARATELY

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY

JOIN US AT OBAN PHOENIX CINEMA ON
8TH MARCH FOR THREE FILMS CELEBRATING WOMEN IN FILM!
SHEXTREME - 6PM (DOCUMENTARY)
WOMEN IN EXTREME SPORTS

HER CENTURY - 6:30PM (ARCHIVE FILM)
RARELY-SEEN FILMS FOLLOW WOMEN'S HISTORIES
THROUGH 100 YEARS OF FILM MAKING IN SCOTLAND

HOME - 8PM (DOCUEMNTARY)
THIS DOCUMENTARY FOLLOWS UK ADVENTURER SARAH OUTEN AS SHE
TRAVELS THE WORLD DURING HER LONDON-2-LONDON: VIA THE
WORLD EXPEDITION.

16TH & 19TH MARCH





TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.
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S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

CHEAPEST FOR YEARS. Guaranteed finest quality large square, 
round or small conventional bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer 

or smaller rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u

u
    

One call could save ££’s. Special 
offers especially on inside round 

straw  &  SMALL BALE HAY. 

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE?

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

C
A

M E R
O
N

D
A V I

Dest. 
1975 

Second Hand Farm Machinery
Kverneland 3f reversable plough with no 8 bodies, in excellent order.  

Grays 8’ waterbalest roller 

Howard 150 muck spreader with new chains

Hays 10’ levelling harrow with new tines 

Bateman 10’ x 5’ livestock trailer completely overhauled

Sellars 3 furrow conventional plough 
with Kverneland hygrien bodies and discs

Vicon vari-spreader hydraulic shut o� 

Telephone 07795 054890

On Friday February 14, the 
North Argyll Blackface Sheep 
Breeders’ Association held an-
other successful stockjudging 
in Dalmally Auction Mart, 
writes Iona Young. 

� ere were a total of 125 
competitors taking part, 
including a strong turnout of 
young farmers and under-14s. 

� e whole event was 
masterfully judged by Mr 
Iain ‘Chesney’ Clark, who is 
shepherd at Midlock farm, 

Crawford. His champion 
sheep on the night was a 
gimmer from the Jacksons, at 
the Pole.

However, the Macphersons 
from Balliemeanoch had the 
most to celebrate, with Grant 
Macpherson winning the 
young farmer class and indi-
vidual open class, while sister 
Lorna won the ladies’ section. 

Adding to the family sucess 
on the night, their brother 
Alec won � rst and second 

in the tup hogg class, with 
a homebred tup hogg and 
‘springbok’ respectively. 

Also, celebrating was Rabbie, 
Robert and Innis McKay who 
won the team competition, 
with Innis also winning the 
under-14s class. 

A spokesperson for the asso-
ciation said: ‘� e club would 
like to thank the judge, organ-
isers and all our sponsors for 
their continued support. Such 
a brilliant night would not 

North Argyll Blackface sheep breeders 
enjoy stockjudging success at Dalmally

have happened without the 
time, dedication and support 
of everyone involved.

‘� e club would also like to 
thank everyone for coming 
and taking part, making it 
a success, and we hope they 
enjoyed it as much as we did 
putting the event on!’

Next up for the branch is the 
AGM on Wednesday March 4, 
which takes place in the Falls 
of Lora Hotel, Connel, at 8pm. 

Results
� ere was a total 125 entries; 
62 open, 35 Young Farmers, 
19 ladies and nine under-14s.
 Individual and North 

Eastern Trophy: 1st Grant 
Macpherson 371 pts; 2nd 
Robert McKay 370 pts; 3rd 
Lorna Macpherson 368 pts.
 Team: 1st Robbie, Robert 
and Innis McKay 1,079 pts.
 Young Farmers class and 
Suie Lodge Cup: 1st Grant 
Macpherson 371 pts; 2nd 
Lorna Macpherson 368 pts; 
3rd Ally Dickie 362 pts.
 Ladies’ and Youngs animal 
health shield: 1st Lorna 
Macpherson 368 pts; 2nd 
Katie Fairlie 354 pts; rd A. 
Mclarty 341 pts.
 Under-14s: 1st Innis Mckay 
349 pts; 2nd Roan Mcvicar 
340 pts; 3rd John Bennie 334 

pts.
 Tup hogg homebred 
class snd Bill Black shield: 
1st J. Macpherson and 
sons, Balliemeanoch; 2nd 
nd A. Macfadyen and 
son, Bragleenmore; 3rd 
J. Macpherson and sons, 
Balliemeanoch; 4th N. 
Rogerson, Tayvallich Estate.
 Open Tup Hogg Class: 
1st J. Macpherson and 
sons, Balliemeanoch; 2nd 
J. Macpherson and sons, 
Balliemeanoch; 3rd J. Jackson, 
Pole; 4th A. Macfadyen 
and son, Bragleenmore; 5th 
J. Macpherson and sons, 
Balliemeanoch.        

The trophy 
winners from 
the North 
Argyll Black-
face sheep 
stockjudging 
at Dalmally 
Auction 
Market. 
Photograph: Kevin 
McGlynn
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BID4OBAN BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Oban Business Improvement District
www.bid4oban.co.uk

The principal aim of the BID is to deliver projects and ser-
vices that will improve the trading environment of the 
BID area to the bene� t of businesses, their customers 
and visitors. BID4Oban is clearly focused on improving 
Oban as a commercial and tourist destination. Our key 
objectives re� ect this.  
    • Making the best fi rst impression
    • Let’s shout about what’s happening in Oban
    • Extend the season
    • Making Oban the place to stay, explore and spend
    • Working together for a more prosperous future
    • Making our town easier to visit
Since the inception of BID4Oban in 2012 and following a suc-
cessful re-ballot in 2017, we have worked to improve the busi-
ness and commercial opportunities for Oban. The BID is funded 
by a small levy that is charged to every business in Oban that 
has a rateable value of £3000 or above. The smallest levy paid 
is £150 up to £5000 for the largest businesses. This generates 
an annual income of £160,000. The levy is used to supplement 
and fund services and grants for which there would be no 
funding available if the BID was not in place. In addition to the 
levy payment BID4Oban generated a further £60,000 in addi-
tional grants and funds during 2019. 
The BID was originally set up by a group of businesses in Oban. 
Every � ve years the business community votes for the contin-
uation of the BID or not. We work to a � uid business plan that 
can adapt to the economic climate throughout the duration 
of the BID. Details of the current business plan are available at 
www.bid4oban.co.uk. We are ideally placed to receive addi-
tional funding for key projects from various partners, including 
Argyll and Bute Council. 
BID4Oban has supported not just the business community but 
other groups and organisations within the town with event 
funding grants, funding of community projects and o� ered 
commercial support for community organisations. 
Since 2018, BID4Oban was the organisation chosen by Argyll 
and Bute Council to supply and install the festive lights for the 
town. Oban Electrical Services carried out most of the work 
with an additional 106 lamppost Christmas trees supplied by 
BID4Oban. This funding is now ending and 2020 will be a chal-
lenging year to seek funding for the towns festive trees and 
displays. BID4Oban have now joined forces with Keep Oban 
Beautiful to raise additional funds for 2020.

BID4OBAN – how 
does it work?

LOVE OBAN VOUCHERS
Love Oban vouchers, the Oban pound, was set up by 
BID4Oban to encourage spending in local shops, restau-
rants and businesses.
The initiative has proved very popular and over the past year 
sales of these vouchers have increased by over 40% compared 
to the previous year. Over the 2019 Christmas period £8500 
of vouchers were sold which is a new record for the town. By 
buying and using the vouchers, you can ensure that the mon-
ey spent stays within the Oban business community and lo-
cal businesses. Throughout the year there have been various 
promotions where purchasers of the vouchers have saved up 
to 10% o�  the face value therefore saving on any goods pur-
chased with them.  
The vouchers can be used in over 70 businesses. If your busi-
ness is not listed on our database, please contact our o�  ce to 
� nd out how you can participate.

The Love Oban vouchers make ideal presents for weddings, an-
niversaries, birthdays or just to say thank you to someone. They 
are available from the BID4Oban o�  ce, Oban Phoenix Cinema, 
The Sports Shop, Oban, Alba Art Shop, Button Nose Boutique-
and Etive Restaurant.
By purchasing Love Oban vouchers, you are supporting local 
businesses.
  Full details on where to purchase and spend vouchers are availa-

ble by visiting www.bid4oban.co.uk

TOWN AMBASSADORS
There is a busy year ahead for Oban Town Ambassadors, 
Joe and Kay, as we celebrate the Year of Coast & Waters 
which puts Oban in an ideal situation being the Seafood 
Capital of Scotland and a hub for water-based sports and 
events.  
Between welcoming passengers disembarking from visiting 
cruise ships, welcoming guests leaving on the smaller Majestic 
Line ships, directing people to ferries and for small boat trips, 
the amount of people heading out on the water who interact 
with the Ambassadors is massive. Last year from cruise ships 
alone over 18,000 visitors were welcomed by Joe and Kay and 
this year promises to be even busier.  Add this to the number of 
visitors they speak to on a daily basis from Easter until the end of 
October and the number rises by hundreds on a weekly basis.  
It’s just as well that they are doing a job they love, and both 
enjoy nothing more than meeting new people and enthusing 
about what Oban has to o� er.  In the seven years that Joe and 
Kay have worked as Town Ambassadors there have only been 
a handful of occasions where a complaint has been received 
or a moan listened to which is a fantastic result for Oban and 
for the Ambassadors.  Happy visitors are what it’s all about and, 

looking ahead to the coming summer months, it’s time to get 
ready for another busy year – new walking shoes, a bag full of 
maps and timetables and a big smile ready to make everyone 
feel welcome.
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Ensuring the town looks 
its best is a key priority of 
BID4Oban. 
During times of restraint in 
council budgets, it is increas-
ingly di�  cult for the council 
to fund many of the services 
previously taken for granted. 
We are working with Argyll 
and Bute Council to ensure 
that the town is maintained 
to the best possible standard. 
2019 saw many meetings with 
council o�  cials to improve 
standards across the town. 
This should have a signi� cant 
impact on how the town looks 
for 2020. 
Every year BID4Oban install 
and maintain 256 hanging 
baskets and planted railing 
troughs throughout the town. 
This represents a substantial 
investment of around £15,000 
which covered the installa-
tion, maintenance, planting, 
hardware and delivery. During 
2020 we plan to refurbish the 
planters along George Street 
and install additional baskets 
in Albany Street. The costs of 
supplying not only the plants 
but the baskets that are used 
increases every year. We have 
been working very closely 
with the Keep Oban Beau-
tiful group (KOB) and 2020 

will see even greater partner-
ship working. Plans are being 
drawn up for the highly suc-
cessful town tidy-up which 
is scheduled to take place on 
March 28 and 29. We would 
encourage everyone to par-
ticipate in some small way to 
tidy up the area around your 
house or business. Last year 
Argyll and Bute Amenities 
Dept in Oban fully supported 
this event and will o� er the 
same support this year. 
A key project delivered in 2019 
was the � rst part of the Shine a 
Light on Oban Project. Follow-
ing a funding award of £11,500 
from the Oban Common 
Good Fund which was match 
funded by BID4Oban. The re-
sult was the illumination of the 

Black Lynn between Steven-
son Street and Airds Crescent. 
New lighting was installed 
that has transformed this area 
of the town with numerous 
lovely comments and photos 
appearing on social media. 
The Ranald Hotel and Lorne 
Bar also applied for business 
improvement grants enabling 
them to install new lighting 
outside their premises. These 
projects used local contractors 
to ensure our investment was 
spent with Oban businesses. 
Our Shine a Light on Oban 
project will continue into 2020 
with other installations being 
looked at.
 Full details on how to support 
or  sponsor a basket are available 
at www.bid4oban.co.uk

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT 

Oban Guided Tours are en-
tering their third year and 
have gone from strength 
to strength with a slight 
tweak to their name to bet-
ter re� ect what they do. 
The guides are now a familiar 
sight in town with their dis-
tinctive crooks, introducing 
groups of up to 15 visitors to 
the delights of Oban and Ker-
rera.  Two smaller cruise ships 
will be visiting Oban again this 
summer and, over the course 
of the season, 1200 of their 
guests will take advantage of 
Oban Guided Tours to make 
the most of their time here as 
well as groups from the larger 
ships which also increasingly 
seek the services of guides.  
The work of the guides and 
Port of Oban Cruise Group are 

now paying o�  with stronger 
links and direct contacts with 
the companies responsible for 
organising ship visits, Oban is 
now recognised as a welcom-
ing and friendly cruise call by 
ships and shipping agents. We 
work closely with Cruise Scot-
land and will be represented 
at VisitScotland Expo 2020 in 
Aberdeen.  As a result of this, 
many of the ships visiting re-
turn again and again and we’re 
delighted to be welcoming 
the Queen Mary II again this 
summer in August. Her last vis-
it resulted in a carnival feel in 
the town as cars queued along 
as far as Ganavan to get a bet-
ter view.
Port of Oban Cruise Group 
include members from many 
di� erent organisations such 

as Oban Community Council, 
Oban Distillery, Dunollie Mu-
seum, Castle & Grounds, OLTA, 
BID4Oban, Northern Light-
house Board, VisitScotland 
and Argyll & Bute Council who 
meet monthly and work close-
ly together to promote Oban 
as a fantastic place to visit and 
it’s not just for cruise ships: the 
informal title is Oban Welcome 
Group as they work to wel-
come everyone to Oban no 
matter how they arrive, train, 
ship or road. Every ship is met 
by pipers courtesy of Oban 
High School and members of 
Oban Community Council.
 For further information visit
  www.obanwalkingtours.co.uk  
 or www.bid4oban.co.uk

PORT OF OBAN CRUISE GROUP 
& OBAN GUIDED TOURS

Albany Chambers, Albany Street, Oban, Argyll 
T: 01631 562169   

E: mail@simmers.co.uk   www.simmers.co.uk

Proud to be a part of Oban’s 
successful business community 

for over 40 years

ACCOUNTANCY • AUDIT • TAXATION AND TAX 
PLANNING • PLANNING & PROJECTIONS 

VAT • BOOK-KEEPING & VAT RECORDS
WAGES & RTI • BUSINESS SERVICES • I.T.



One of the key objectives of 
BID4Oban is to improve the 
appearance of the town. 
This takes many forms and 
the Business Improvement 
Grants have proved highly 
successful. To date BID4O-
ban have awarded £50,000 
to eligible businesses with 
2019 being another busy 
year. 
These grants enable business-
es to invest in the visual im-
pact of their properties by way 
of improved signage or redec-
oration of a shop front. Ensur-
ing the frontage of a business 
premises looks bright and well 
cared for can have a major im-
pact on the look of the town 

and support the cost to the 
business. Full details on how a 
business can apply for a grant 
can be found by visiting www.
bid4oban.co.uk or contacting 
the o�  ce in Stevenson Street. 
Oban Town Markets, which 
take place over the summer 
months, have proved highly 
successful. These take place 
in Station Square area of the 

town. There are normally up 
to 10 vendors providing local 
produce and goods. We are 
very keen to attract addition-
al vendors to the markets. 
BID4Oban supply the market 
traders licences, gazebos and 
infrastructure to enable these 
events to take place. By having 
one organisation running the 
markets we ensure that there 
is no duplication or unwant-
ed vendors setting up adhoc 
markets. We are keen to take 
bookings from any interested 
parties who may want to sell 
their goods or services. 
 Full details are available   
on www.bid4oban.co.uk

MARKETS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS GRANTS

EVENT GRANTS AND FUND
BID4Oban uses part of the levy it collects 
from the business community to help sup-
port local events, festivals and community 
organisations. Since its inception, we have 
invested £250,000 in the Oban communi-
ty ensuring events can function and are 
supported � nancially. We have supported 
festivals, clubs and community organisa-
tions. We have supported Oban Live since 
its inception and this event is now gener-
ating in excess of £1.4m in economic bene-
� t to the businesses in Oban. 
Another event that has bene� ted from � nan-
cial and in-kind support is the Highlands and 
Islands Music and Dance Festival held in May 
each year. This event generates an economic 
bene� t to Oban of £1.2m. Motorfest is an event 
that has grown since small beginnings in 2015. 
The event now held in September attracted 
in excess of 70 vehicles on display, many from 
outwith the local area. Combined with a moun-
tain bike stunt show in 2019, the event attract-
ed in excess of 2500 visitors. Oban Sportif 
2019 attracted large numbers of entrants from 
across Scotland for the two-day event. With its 
new base at Oban Distillery and support from 
Diageo this event brings many visitors to the 
town and a great economic impact. 
The BID4Oban Reindeer Parade and Christmas 
lights switch-on has proved one of the best at-
tended events in Oban during the busy festive 
season. In excess of 5000 Obanites and visitors 
attended this year’s parade and celebration. 
This event could not take place without the 
terri� c support of the Rotary Club of Oban and 
Oban Lions Club. 
Fireworks displays are always well attended 
and 2019 was no exception. 

With the help of Scottish Sea Farms who spon-
sored the November 5 display, huge crowds 
lined the Esplanade and the North Pier to view 
one of the biggest displays ever seen in Oban. 
A spectacular display also took place to cele-
brate the New Year from McCaig’s Tower. 
During 2020 BID4Oban in conjunction with 
Oban and Lorn Tourism Alliance will be launch-
ing a Sea Shanty Festival during June. This is a 
� rst for Oban and will bring groups from across 
the UK and further a� eld. 
We are also in the early stages of bringing 
STORM, a giant 10-metre high puppet, to the 
town. This will be a spectacular event and it is 
anticipated that thousands of visitors will be 
attracted to Oban.

 Details on how to apply for grant fund-
ing can be found at www.bid4oban.co.uk or 
contacting our o�  ce in Stevenson Street.

BID4Oban work very closely with Oban 
and Lorn Tourism Alliance (OLTA) (www.
oban.org). We have a minute of under-
standing that ensures we support them 
financially with an annual grant of at 
least £10,000. 
This grant ensures that OLTA can gain ac-
cess to additional funding through match 
funding of the grant given by BID4Oban. 
This is used to promote Oban as a tourism 
destination not only on their website but 
by way of billboard advertising across Scot-
land, taxi-wrap advertising and on the Glas-
gow and London undergrounds. OLTA play 
a crucial role in marketing Oban as a must 
visit destination. Their website is testament 
to this being the first site you will see if you 
Google Oban! They are part of the Argyll 
and the Islands Tourism Alliance ensuring 
their influence is not just felt in Oban but 
the greater geographical area. Part of the 
match funding was used to film the Oban 

Sportive and this film is available on YouTube 
and will be used to market the 2020 event. 
It highlights the town and surrounding area 
at its best.  During 2019 both organisations 
represented Oban as a destination at the Vis-
itScotland Expo in Glasgow. We had access 
to over 12,000 tour operators and visitors to 
showcase what is available in the Oban and 
Lorn area. From this event numerous enquir-
ies were made, and we were able to attract 
many additional groups and visitors to the 
town. For 2020 both organisations will par-
ticipate at the Visit Scotland Expo in Aber-
deen on April 1 and 2. 
Our relationship with established town or-
ganisations continues to go from strength 
to strength offering support and marketing 
opportunities for events and festivals. We are 
always happy to offer grants to enable clubs 
etc to bring events to Oban that add to the 
economic benefit to businesses across the 
town.

BID PARTNERSHIP 
WORKING

� e Oban Times
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes and 
models considered. Also touring caravans and 

statics, instant decision, same day payment.
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Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com 

ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and 
free collection all types of of 4x4 
vehicles double cab and single 
cabs pickups shogun landrover 

defenders Isuzu Landcruiser Navara 
l200 Toyota Hilux discovery any 

vehicle considered old or new any 
condition running or not high miles 
rotten chassis over heating top price 
paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and 

commercial vans and trucks.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Telephone 07786 864877

SKODA YETI ELEGANCE 1.6 DIESEL
2014 49,000 miles, Side 
step and towbar, roof 
bars and rails, £30 road 
tax, Any trial welcome, 
Can be delivered at a 
cost. VGC, Excellent 
runner, 4 new tyres

£7150   
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W. D. SEMPLE
Living on the islands?
Roll on Roll off 
same day servicing
gets you back home on the 
evening ferry! Ask for details

RENAULT CAPTUR 2
Blue, Automatic, SatNav, alloys, loads 

of extras - starting from £20,395

RENAULT CAPTUR 2
Orange, 5 Speed manual, 

SatNav - starting from £17,595

DACIA DUSTER 2
Blue, 6 Speed, lots of extras - 

starting from £10,995

RENAULT CLIO 5
Orange, Manual, lots of extras - 

starting from £14,695

RENAULT KANGOO VAN
White, Manual LWB 
- £11,960+VAT

RENAULT KANGOO
White, Manual SWB 
- £10,750+VAT

RENAULT CLIO 5
Black, GT Line, Dci 90, manual 

- £11,950

RENAULT MEGAN
White, DYN, Dci estate, manual 

- £11,500

RENAULT KADJAR
Red, DYN, TCE, manual - 

£15,950

RENAULT CAPTUR
Blue/ Black, Iconic TCE, 5 door H/

back, manual - £12,500

DACIA LOGAN
Blue, MCV DCi, estate, 5 door, hatch, 

manual, 30 miles - £12,500

RENAULT CAPTUR
Black, DYN, Nav, TCE, 5 door, auto-
matic, 20,000 miles - £11,500

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE

SUPPORTING ARGYLL AND 
THE ISLANDS SINCE 1953

Come and view New and Pre-Reg Renaults and Dacias ready for immediate delivery
W.D. Semple - the oldest established Renault dealer in Scotland



CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or condition we 
can make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, engine problems, 

farm used, accident damaged, mot failures etc.
WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 

FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor 

homes, campers etc, high 
mileage, MOT failures or damp, 

all considered, any make or 
model, will travel. 

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc
and all 4 x 4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and

non runners/MOT failures, High Mileage
etc considered. Best prices paid.

Will collect.

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

Tel: 01546 603865 (Ardrishaig)

ABBEY VOGUE GTS 416 CARAVAN

Includes Dishes, Plug in Cable, Kettle, Gas, 
Toaster, Motor Mover, Cutlery, New Carpet, 
Radio. Basically ready to go.  Must be seen.

£3,500

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Telephone 0131 6601061

TOYOTA HILUX, 2013, 2.5
35+mpg,139,000 miles, total 
rebuilt gearbox, new clutch, 
new intercooler, timing belt 
been done, refurb wheels, 
any trial welcome on/o�  
road, in VGC, drives and runs 
perfect with no faults, can 
be delivered at your cost,

£8,100 no VAT
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IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST 
CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO 
GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE£32.80

DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000



*Terms of Offer: 50% deposit followed by the remaining 50% paid in one payment after 12 months. Credit available subject to status to UK residents aged 18 and over. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only. 
Not available in conjunction with any other offers. This credit offer is only available through Subaru Finance provided by International Motors Finance Limited, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited 
number of lenders who may be able to provide funding for your vehicle. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to these lenders. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.04.2020.  ̂ Additionally for added reassurance the traction 
battery (Lithium-ion) is covered by an 8 year / 100,000 mile Warranty (whichever is sooner). All vehicle bodywork is covered by a 12 Year Anti-Corrosion Warranty and paintwork is covered by a 3 Year / 60,000 miles (whichever is sooner) Warranty. Added reassurance is 
provided by a comprehensive 3 Year Recovery and Assistance Programme valid in the UK and Europe only. OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. 

The multi award-winning Forester e-BOXER. You can expect the same 5-star safety, 
go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that our SUVs are renowned for; with the 
added benefits of battery-based power. And all without the need to plug in to recharge.

S & S Services
01292 844296
www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DISCOVER MORE AT

W B Spicer, W J Spicer & D Spicer, trading as S & S Services
is a credit broker and not a lender. 

Subaru Forester 2.0i XE e-BOXER

0% APR
50% DEPOSIT
50% DUE IN 1 YEAR*

ALL-NEW FORESTER
SELF-CHARGING 
HYBRID.

Vehicle shown is a Forester 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic, OTR price of £39,545. 
Model shown price includes optional special paint finish at £550.

SUBARU FORESTER e-BOXER fuel economy (WLTP) and CO2 results (NEDC Correlated): Combined 34.7mpg, CO2 emissions 154g/km. Fuel consumption figures are determined according to the WLTP test cycle. Mpg figures are official EU test 
figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results. CO2 figure shown is based on the outgoing NEDC test cycle & will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only compare fuel consumption & CO2 figures with 
other cars tested to the same technical standard. Fuel consumption achieved in real life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.

27749 Subaru Q1 2020 Forester e-BOXER Dealer 5050_4.indd   1 14/01/2020   17:00

AWARD WINNING DEALER 
COMES TO TESCO OBAN

Come to our roadshow and view the cars!

Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th March

ORDER 
YOUR



Independent Audi, Porsche & BMW specialists
We can deliver all you would expect from a franchise 
dealer and more.  Not only do we achieve that, we 
can save you up to 30% on labour cost!
Regardless whether your car is a lease car, personally 
owned, new or old or still under manufacturer’s 
warranty we can take care of it. 
We deal directly with most major motor groups 

including Arnold Clark, Peter Vardy, Macklin Motors 
and Evans Halshaw to name a few.
We have built our � rst class reputation over the last 
thirteen years and would like to invite you to visit any 
of our websites and view our 5 star Google reviews. 
We strive to deliver you a � rst class service coupled 
with top quality workmanship on every occasion 

and promise to deliver you unbeatable value for 
money.
It has now been � ve years since we introduced our 
“West coast Driver campaign”.
As this has been tremendously successful for us and 
we would like to grow our customer base further in 
the west coast area. 

Our current West coast campaign 
consists of the following options

1.  Call and make your booking. Visit us on 
the day of your appointment and wait 
with a co� ee whilst your car is being 
looked after. Continue on with your day.

2. Call and make your booking. Visit us on the 
day of your appointment, collect your free 
courtesy car and go about your business. 
Collect your car at the end of the day. 

3. Call and make your booking. Visit us on 
the day of your appointment, collect your 
free courtesy car and return home to the 

West Coast. We will deliver your car home 
to you and collect the courtesy car for an 
additional fee of £50.00.

4. Call and make your booking. Visit us on the 
day of your appointment, if you are going 
on holiday and � ying between Monday – 
Friday, between 8am - 5pm we would be 

more than happy to drop you at Glasgow 
airport and make further arrangements 
for your return. 

Visit our websites for more information or 
give our service desk a call and speak with 
Veronica, Andrew or Andy  who will happy to 
assist.
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Forest Investment Opportunity: 
Cnoc Odhar, Argyll

Off ers Over £1.2m
An excellent opportunity to acquire 226.67 hectares of commercial conifer 
forest on the Kintyre Penisula near the port of Campbeltown.  Property 
comprises of a varied age structure including 86.28ha of 1-10yrs, 95.94ha of 
productive conifer aged 32-42yrs, 13.11ha of land for restocking & 31.34ha 
of open land, broadleaf & riverside. The property contains substantial 
volumes with future timber revenue. A windfarm exclusivity agreement is 
in place with excellent option payments being negotiated. The property can 
be found at Grid Reference NR 665 154

For further information contact enquiries@jrobindixon.co.uk tel: 01880 821 133

 SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL   ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

West Coast PROPERTY

Hit the bullseye 
with your property 
marketing
For details on how to advertise 
with us call 01631 568000 or
email nross@obantimes.co.uk

STV Productions is 
seeking home owners in 

Oban to uncover treasures

STV Productions is searching for people 
who are clearing out their homes in and 
around the Oban area to take part in 
an exciting new television series, which 
is being made for Discovery-owned 
channel, Really, and STV.

The producers of this heartwarming show 
would love to chat to people who are 
downsizing, emigrating or have inherited 
a property – or indeed need to clear their 
house for any other reason. 

Fronted by Angus Ashworth, the expert 
auctioneer will help bring to life the 
human story of these house clearances 
at what is often an emotional time. Every 
clearance can uncover treasures, such 
as Persian rugs gathering dust in the 
garage, war medals and wedding crystal 
forgotten in the loft, even fossils and rare 
collectables.

Those taking part will then be put in touch 
with Ryedale Auctioneers where they 
can decide if they want to go ahead with 
auction – and they might make a bit of 
cash along the way! 

Every episode will tell stories and 
celebrate those hidden gems in what 
is guaranteed to be a surprising and 

uplifting journey of discovery.

Presenter and Yorkshire auctioneer 
Angus Ashworth, said: ‘I’m so delighted 
to be part of this new series. Clearing 
houses is something of a passion but 
equally I can’t wait to meet new people 
and hear their stories as we explore 
the contents of the houses, hopefully 
unearthing some hidden gems.  It’s 
amazing what treasures can be found in 
amongst the clutter or hiding in an attic.  
If they’re there, we’ll find them.

‘It’s a privilege to be invited into people’s 
homes and I’m sure there are lots of 
people out there who need help with a 
clearance – so please get in touch, we’d 
love to hear from you and have a chat.’

If you’d like to take part in this new series 
get in touch with takepart@clearout.tv or 
call 0141 300 3214 for an initial chat.

Do you have a house to clear out?
And would you like to be part 
of an exciting new TV show?

PRESS RELEASE



Thursday 27 February 202044 PUBLIC NOTICES

Reference Number

20/00437/FUL

20/00755/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal. 

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Proposed Alterations and Extension (Re-
notification address change)

Erection of 10 holiday lodges

Land 20SE Of
35B Ben Nevis Drive
Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, Fort 
William

Great Glen Water Park
South Laggan, Spean Bridge

PUBLIC NOTICES

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL (C1094 GLEN ETIVE) 
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2020 

Notice is hereby given that on the 21 February 2020 The 
Highland Council made an Order in terms of Section 14(1) 
(a) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended 
entitled as above.  The Order has been requested by SSE 
to provide a safe working space for their contractors to carry 
out essential works on the road.

This Order shall come into operation at 20.00 hrs on Monday 
2nd March 2020 and will remain in effect until 06.00 hrs on 
Monday 9th March 2020.  Throughout that period, the use 
by vehicles of the length of road specified in the Schedule 
hereto except for use by emergency services is prohibited 
each night during the 10hour period commencing at 20.00 
hrs and ending at 06.00 hrs.  
A copy of the Order can be inspected at the Service Point, 
Charles Kennedy Building, Achintore Road, Fort William, on 
weekdays during normal office hours. 

21/02/2020: Richard Porteous, Roads Operations Manager, 
Highland Council, Carr’s Corner Industrial Estate, Fort 
William  

SCHEDULE

Road Affected 

C1094 GLEN ETIVE
Commencing at a point 2.5km south east of Dalness House, 
extending in a south easterly direction for 600m or thereby.

Proposed Let of a Croft/
Part of a Croft

Abigail and Martin 
Beastall are applying 
to let the tenancy of 
part of croft at Keils 
Croft, Isle of Jura to 
Catherine and Andrew 
McCallum of The Byre, 
Craighouse, Isle of Jura
Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@croft ing.gov.scot 
within 28 days from the 
date of the advert.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr Garry Todd has 
registered their croft The 
Dell, Kilmore and Kilbride 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by November 
13, 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C6789.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr Charles Self has 
registered their croft 
Mossfield, Isle of Coll 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by November 
19, 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
A0416

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

GF Scanlon
I Whowell
175 Newton Ardtoe, 
Adrnamurchan & Sunart
0.130 ha – Amenity ground
103399

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand for 
the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 27/03/2020. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW – info@
crofting.gov.scot

Our privacy notice is 
available at 
www.croft ing.scotland.
gov.uk/privacy-policy or 
on request.

D E C R O F T I N G 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

IM Larg
1 Caoles, Tiree
100852
0.104 ha
Reason – Proposed new 
development
Condition – With fencing 
and use conditions.  

A Henderson
2 Ardery, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart
100869
0.217 ha
Reason – Proposed new 
development
Condition – With fencing 
and use conditions

A Henderson
2 Ardery, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart
100868
0.215 ha
Reason – Existing croft 
house site & garden 
ground
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  

Full details at www.
crofting.scotland.gov.uk 

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

These applications listed below may be inspected between 
09:00-12.30 – 13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal 
Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local Customer Service Point and 
by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/00289/PP Alterations to include 

the removal of chimney 
and replacement of 8no 
timber frame arched style 
windows on the west and 
south elevations of the 
same style and finish

St Johns Cathedral, 
129 George Street, 
Oban, Argyll And Bute, 
PA34 5NT

20/00288/LIB Alterations to include 
the removal of chimney 
and replacement of 8no 
timber frame arched style 
windows on the west and 
south elevations of the 
same style and finish

St Johns Cathedral, 
129 George Street, 
Oban, Argyll And Bute, 
PA34 5NT

19/02572/PP External alterations 
and use of basement 
level as separate flat 
with additional separate 
entrance

Calgary Castle, 
Calgary, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA75 6QU

20/00295/PP Renewal of planning 
permission 16/03372/PP 
– Erection of 
3 dwellinghouses

Former Sawmill Site, 
Invercreran, Appin, 
Argyll And Bute

20/00268/PPP Site for the erection 
of dwellinghouse

Land Approx 180M 
South West Of 
Ballinaby Farm, 
Gruinart, Isle Of Islay, 
Argyll And Bute

20/00224/PP Installation of replacement 
windows

Cala Sith, Main Street, 
Port Charlotte, Isle Of 
Islay, Argyll And Bute, 
PA48 7TX

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted 
online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, 
Council Libraries and on the Councils website.
To find out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council
Councillor Jim Lynch (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Lynch will be holding surgeries during the month of 
MARCH 2020 as follows:

DATE VENUE TIME

Friday 13th 
March

Municipal Buildings, Albany 
Street Oban

2.00pm - 4.00pm

Tuesday 17th 
March

Soroba Community Centre, 8A 
Scalpay Terrace, Soroba

6.00pm - 8.00pm

He can be contacted by email – Jim.Lynch@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 567893

Councillor Sir Jamie McGrigor 
(E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Sir McGrigor will be holding a surgery on Friday 
27th March 2020 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 10.00am - 12 Noon.
He can be contacted by email – Jamie.McGrigor@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 567853

Councillor Kieron Green (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Tuesday 3rd March 
2020 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 
10.00am - 12 noon.
He can be contacted by email – Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 562 444

Councillor Elaine Robertson (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Robertson will be holding a surgery on Friday 
27th March 2020 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
Councillor Robertson can also be contacted by email –  
Elaine.Robertson@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

THE A828 TRUNK ROAD (LEDAIG) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON USE OF 
ROAD AND TEMPORARY 30MPH SPEED 
RESTRICTION) ORDER 2020
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that 
they have made the above order under 
sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 14(1)(b) and 
(4) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
temporarily prohibiting traffic on that 
length of the A828 Connel – South 
Ballachulish Trunk Road at Ledaig from its 
access to the property known as “Cairraigh 
Mor” in a generally northwestwards 
direction to a point North of said access, 
a distance of 250 metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate 
a drone survey on the A828 Trunk Road, 
will be in operation from 28th February to 
until 4th March 2020. It is anticipated that 
the restrictions will be in operation for 
10 minutes at a time during off peak hour 
and will only have effect in relation to 
such part or parts of the length of road as 
indicated by the appropriate traffic signs.
The Order does not apply to vehicles being 
used in an emergency for fire brigade, 
ambulance, police or coastguard purposes 
or to vehicles falling within regulation 3(4) 
of the Road Traffic Exemptions, (Special 
Forces)(variation and amendment) 
Regulations 2011 when used in accordance 
with regulation 3(5) of the Regulations.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
An alternative route is not required.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be 
available on the Transport Scotland website 
at https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-
orders/ ?roadorderregion=1291
For information about roadworks on 
motorways and trunk roads visit  
www.trafficscotland.org.uk
D LAIRD 
A member of the staff of the 
Scottish Ministers 
Transport Scotland, Buchanan 
House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow G4 0HF
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IN ASSOCIATION WITHRECRUITMENT

MEDIA SALES

Fish Farmer magazine has been part of the aquaculture 
scene for over 40 years and is known and respected in 

Europe and across the world. 

Our success lies in understanding our market and delivering 
quality editorial and a strong commercial presence. 

We are seeking to recruit for a media sales role. 
So if you are a motivated sales professional then we would 

like to hear from you. 

You will be selling online and print advertising in Fish Farmer 
as well as attending trade shows in the UK and abroad. 

Key skills include excellent time and territory management, 
plus the ability to work well under pressure and deliver a 

consistent sales performance to tight deadlines. 

Experience in media sales and/or an understanding of the 
aquaculture industry would be advantageous as would an 

equivalent background in B2B sales. 

The position is based in our Edinburgh or Oban office.

To apply please email a copy of your CV, present salary and a 
covering letter to Brian Cameron at 

recruitment@fishfarmermagazine.com

Edinburgh or Oban

Magazine

£ GENEROUS
BASIC + ENHANCED

PENSION+ BONUS£

Fish Farmer magazine has been part of the aquaculture 
scene for over 40 years and is known and respected in 

Europe and across the world.

If you are a motivated sales professional 
then we would like to hear from you.
You will be selling online and print advertising in 

Fish Farmer as well as attending trade shows in the 
UK and abroad.

Key skills include excellent time and territory management, 
plus the ability to work well under pressure and deliver a 

consistent sales performance to tight deadlines.

Experience in media sales and/or an understanding of the 
aquaculture industry would be advantageous as would an 

equivalent background in B2B sales.

The position is based in our 
Edinburgh or Oban office.

Please email a copy of your CV, present salary and a 
covering letter to Brian Cameron at

recruitment@fishfarmermagazine.com

Head Chef : salary range £40k to £55k
A talented Head Chef is being sought by our 
clients for one of Argyll’s most signifi cant and 
progressive hospitality businesses. 

Applicants should have experience equivalent 
to an AA 2 rosette standard, strong kitchen 
management and experience of large brigade 
management. Ideally you are already living 
in Argyll.

This is an opportunity to develop personally 
as well as building creative modern menus 
with the fi nest ingredients in an already highly 
successful food business. 

Kitchen Star is a strictly confi dential “people 
fi nding” service. Your application will be treated 
in strictest confi dence, this role is currently 
vacant. 

Please contact : Kitchen Star at 
recruitment@kitchenstar.com
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Ormsary Farmers 

Vehicle Maintenance 
Manager

A vacancy has arisen for a qualified motor 
vehicle engineer to maintain a fleet of cars, 
estate vehicles and vintage cars, together with 
some seasonal servicing and maintenance 
of private boats. There will be a requirement 
for driver/courier service when required.
The successful candidate will be self-
motivated and will be required to maintain 
relevant records, control stocks of spares and 
equipment and keep excellent garage facilities 
functioning to a high standard.

If you wish to discuss the role or apply, please 
send a CV to James Lithgow, Ormsary Estate 
Office, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8PE or email 
enquiries@ormsary.co.uk

Rannoch Estate [see Google] 
seeks cattleman for small 

herd, and to help with other 
estate duties.

Experience with cattle essential. Permanent 
job. Good accommodation.

Apply with references to:
lordpearsonofrannoch@gmail.com. and 

george.eveleigh87@gmail.com.
Or in writing to: Rannoch Barracks, 

Rannoch Station, Perthshire PH17 2QE.

Staff Vacancies
Marina/Boatyard 

Assistants
Please contact Alistair Spence

on 01852 500222
aspence@craobhmarina.co.uk

Application from school leavers as 
well as experienced persons welcome.

QUALIFIED ENGINEER
An opportunity has arisen to work with a rapidly 
growing successful engineering company in the 
Oban area.

The position is for a fully qualified engineer with 
hydraulic experience. Our main concern is hydraulic 
hoses however our team are qualified to level 3 plant 
maintenance to carry out all types of work for our 
marine, forestry and agricultural customers.

We offer a competitive rate of pay and this will 
depend on the applicant’s experience.

Please visit our Facebook page for more information 
on the business.

Please apply with CV to info@pmg-services.com

BOOK YOUR 
TICKETS

NOW!
YOU’RE INVITED TO THE 

SCOTTISH RURAL 
AWARDS 2020

AT THE GLASGOW HILTON 
2ND APRIL 2020

A GLITTERING BLACK-TIE GALA 
DINNER AND AWARDS CEREMONY, 

HOSTED BY OUR FAVOURITE 
FARMER COMEDIAN, JIM SMITH

Book your tickets at
www.scottishruralawards.org

Or call 0131 551 7936

Oban Papers Ad.indd   1 28/01/2020   15:07:42

Visit hijobs.net
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES
TAXIDERMY, PEREGRINE 
FALCON - Stu� ed bird 
of prey, peregrine falcon, 
reject museum piece, very 
good condition. Can email 
photos. Campbeltown, £50.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
TAXIDERMY, 2 
SPARROWHAWKS - Stu� ed 
birds of prey, 2 sparrow 
hawks on display stand, reject 
museum piece, some slight 
repair needed. Can email 
photos. Campbeltown, £35.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
GIANT HOOK THING - 
Cast iron, 4 foot long hook, 
rusted, no idea what it is, like 
a � shing hook for bait, maybe 
an anchor? Curio. Can email 
photo. Campbeltown, £5.00 
Telephone 01586 554537

BABY EQUIPMENT
BABIES HIGH CHAIR - Baby’s 
high chair. Condition as new, 
£15.00 Telephone 01546 605374

BOOKS
OLD BOOKS -  by Maurice 
Walsh, O� ers Telephone 01631 
563310
''BARBAROSSA'' - by Robert 
Kirchubel Hardback consisting 
400 Pages. Perfect condition. 
£15 with free postage, 
Telephone 01475 726360

BUILDING / DIY
SHED AND CABIN BASE 
BLOCKS - Concrete blocks for 
shed and cabin foundations. 
Stack up to 3 high to level the 
foundation on sloped ground. 
Groove in top block holds 
joists, £6.00 Telephone 01546 
606655
DRILL PRESS - Brand new 
drill press in box. 13mm chuck, 
500w motor. Bed adjustable 
for height and angle. Chuck 
guard. Variable speed. Never 
used. Brand: Parkside, £65.00 
Telephone 01546 606655
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS - for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colour, £40.00 
Telephone 01631 564578

CATERING EQUIPMENT
FISH FILLETER - Brand new, 
for � lleting � sh, in its own 
leather case, ideal for chef, 
� shermen etc. Can email 
photos. Campbeltown, £15.00 
Telephone 01586 554537

CHAFING DISHES - 1 Double, 
1 Single, Picture available by 
email, £40.00 Telephone 01397 
772420

CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES
LEATHER JACKET - Urban 
Spirit, men’s leather jacket, 
never worn, brown, size L, 
excellent condition. Can email 
photos. Campbeltown, £15.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
WOOL MARK 2-PIECE SUIT 
- Brand new never worn, still 
has tags, men’s smart wool suit, 
black, size 40 chest, 29 leg, can 
email photos. Campbeltown, 
£20.00 Telephone 01586 554537
PATCHWORK PIGSKIN 
JACKET - Very nice men’s 
leather jacket, pigskin 
patchwork, dark brown size 
40/42, never worn, can email 
photos. Campbeltown, £15.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
MENS DENIM JACKET - 
Worn once, excellent condition, 
men’s blue denim stylish 
jacket, size 40/42, Can email 
photos. Campbeltown, £10.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
BROWN LEATHER BOMBER 
JACKET - Men’s new brown 
leather bomber jacket, size 42 
chest, excellent condition, Can 
email photos, Campbeltown, 
£15.00 Telephone 01586 554537
PORSCHE BACKPACK - Black 
in colour. 100% polyester. 17” 
x 11” x 6” approx. Still in bag. 
Unsuitable purchase. Free 
postage, £39.00 Telephone 
01475 726360

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
NATURAL GLASS HOB 
- white gas hob with glass 
retractable lid , never been 
used, burners can be converted 
to Calor gas, £40.00 Telephone 
07831 259990
UPRIGHT FRIDGE/FREEZER 
- Bosch, 12 Cu Ft, In Good 
Order, £80.00 Telephone 01631 
730323
AEG DOUBLE OVEN - 
Brushed Stainless Steel, in good 
order, £80.00 Telephone 01631 
730323

DOMESTIC PETS
WEST HIGHLAND CROSS 
PUPS - Ready now, can deliver, 
£200.00 Telephone 01586 
810223 or 07746 779402

EQUESTRIAN
STRADA VIENNA 
DRESSAGE SADDLE - Black 
Strada Vienna Dressage Saddle, 
I Fit with 24 mm panels.
In very good condition and 
very comfortable. Please phone 
or email. I can bring it to you 
to try it on your horse £850.00 
ono, Telephone 01855 811227
BLACK DRESSAGE SADDLE - 
Reactor panel Avant Garde 16.5 
inch, wide � t black dressage 
saddle, fully adjustable, 
£1,500.00 Telephone 07834 
806335

FIREARMS
FIREARMS FOR SALE - 
Franchi Alcione One 12B O-U 
M-C, as new £600. Bettinsoli 
Universal Game 20B O-U 
M-C, new £900, Telephone 
07990886646

FURNITURE
3 DRAWER PINE CABINET 
- H66cm, W58cm, D44cm, 
£25.00 Telephone 01852 200256
PINE HEADBOARD - to � t 
double bed, £15.00 Telephone 
01852 200256

HIDEAWAY 
DOUBLE FOLDING 

WALL BED

Has a spring mechanism, 
giving a safe, light and 
easy li� ing action.  � e 

fold away bed can provide 
� exible storage solution 

to any room in the home. 
Ideal for converting an 

o�  ce to bedroom for guests. 
Tayvallich £90 ONO 

07831 697902.

AROMATHERAPY BED - 
white, hardly been used, £75 
ono, Telephone 07831 259990
COFFEE TABLE - solid wood, 
white, never used, 110x60x45, 
still in box, £40 ono, Telephone 
07831 259990

DOUBLE FUTON BASE - from 
the Futon Company, brand 
new, no mattress, £75 ono, 
Telephone 07831 259990
2 X PINE BEDSIDE 
CABINETS - Dimensions 
H44cm, W45cm, D35cm. Each 
cabinet has 2 drawers. £15 each, 
£30.00 Telephone 01852 200256

GARDEN
VINTAGE STEEL GARDEN 
ROLLER - Small vintage steel 
garden roller. Excellent painted 
conditions. Suit smaller garden 
or makes a nice feature, £90.00 
Telephone 01631 564578
VINTAGE CART WHEELS - 
and smaller implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display items, 
£30.00 Telephone 01631 564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
- in various sizes and styles, 
make lovely garden planters. 
Prices from £40.00 Telephone 
01631 564578

GENERAL
EDINBURGH CRYSTAL - 6 
boxed whisky glasses etched 
with fuchsia design. Never 
used. Sensible o� ers please. 
Telephone 01546 600045/07484 
260576.

HEALTH AND FITNESS
VIBRAPOWER ACTIVE 
MACHINE - hardly used, free. 
Telephone 01631 565404

HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES
CLEARVIEW WOOD 
BURNING STOVE - Large, 
£80.00 Telephone 01631 730323

HOBBIES AND CRAFTS 
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
- white, blue and pink colours 
in stock, available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print, Telephone 
01586 554975

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
TV AERIALS - two digital 
TV aerials, unused, £80.00 
Telephone 01586 552834

HUNTING & FISHING 
EQUIPMENT 
CHEST WADERS - Green, 
thick rubber long chest 
waders, wellies attached size 
8, waterproof and protective. 
Used once, some marks, no 
holes. Can email photo. C/
town, £15.00 Telephone 01586 
554537

RON THOMPSON 
NEOPRENE GLOVES - 
New, never used, waterproof 
neoprene gloves, size M, 
good grip for � sh, excellent 
condition, can email photo, 
Campbeltown, £10.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
POCKET BALANCE no 2 " 
REBURE" - Vintage pocket 
balance, 4” long approx, weighs 
up to 25 lbs/12 kg, working 
order, Can email photo, 
Campbeltown, £5.00 Telephone 
01586 554537
POCKET BALANCE, " 
REBURE" - Vintage pocket 
balance , the original REBURE, 
Scale weighs up to 56 lb /24 kg, 
measures 7” approx, working 
order, can email photo. 
Campbeltown, £8.00 Telephone 
015856 554537
GUN CABINET - 
Brattonsound 3-ri� e gun 
cabinet. Two 7-lever locks. 
Measures 131cm high, 20.5 
deep, 22 wide. 4 holes in back 
and 2 in base for bolting in 
place, £70.00 Telephone 07818 
012764

MARINE
HIGH THRUST OUTBOARD 
ENGINE - 60hp Yamaha 4 
stroke. High thrust outboard 
engine. Model FT60GETL. 2 
years old, excellent condition, 3 
years warranty remaining. New 
price £7,500, sell for
£5,000.00 including VAT. No 
o� ers. Available 15th March. 
Contact: donaldholyoake@
hotmail.com, Telephone 01496 
302276

MISCELLANEOUS
5 VARIOUS 1000 PIECE 
JIGSAWS - 5 x Gibsons 1000 
piece jigsaws. Harry Potter, 
A� er the Rain, Christmas Toy 
Shop, Farmyard Friends &� e 
Four Bells. All as new £5 each. 
Telephone 01546 605374
BACK ISSUES - Resurgence 
& Ecologist. O� ers, Telephone 
01631 563310
OIL TANK - Bunded, 500 
gallons, in good condition, 
£99.99 Telephone 01631 730323
WESTFIELD ELECTRIC 
GUITAR - West� eld electric 
guitar. Maple neck. Black 
riven body. Strat style. Great 
condition, £75.00 Telephone 
01546 605374

PLANTS AND SHRUBS
SNOWDROPS - IN THE 
GREEN – 6 pots (full) - £7.50, 
trays approx 500 bulbs - £50, 
trays approx 250 bulbs - £25. 
Ready for collection from Old 
Garden Nursery, Taynuilt, 
£0.00 Telephone 07738 199988

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY
THANK YOU CARDS - new 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day.
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake.
Call Krisp Print Telephone 
01586 554975
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
- market your business 
e� ectively with professionally 
designed lea� ets, posters 
and � yers from Krisp Print, 
Telephone 01586 554975

Call 
01631 

568000
Celebrate your 

Graduation

Only 

£24
inc.VAT
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MOBILITYSEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING OBAN BLINDS

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES REMOVAL & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

HEATING SERVICES
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate 
to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on 
the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with 
the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to 
invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a 
type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publi-
cation of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  
In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an admin-
istration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount 
which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

DEATHS
MACAFFER - Sarah Anne 
(née McKerrell) aged 82 years, 
of Kilbarchan, formerly of 
Aldrach, Islay. Passed away 
peacefully in Elderslie Care 
Home, Paisley on February 
15, 2020, beloved wife of late 
James (Jim) and dearly loving 
mother of late Kenneth and 
Gordon. Funeral service was 
held in � e Round Church 
on February 24, followed 
by interment in Bowmore 
Cemetery, Islay.
SOLANKI - In loving memory 
of Mary Ann Solanki (née 
Currie) of Port Wemyss, Islay, 
who passed away peacefully 
on February 15, 2020, aged 79. 
Dearly loved mother of Nigel, 
Claire and Sheena.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
CAMERON (Macdonald-
Dorlin) – Shona and Ian 
and all the family, wish to 
thank everyone for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 

cards, � owers, telephone 
calls, and support a� er the 
loss of our Mum Morag. 
� anks to MacGillivary 
Buses. Special thanks to 
Canon Ian MacMaster and 
Fr. Emmanuel Ndukwu for a 
lovely service. Special thanks 
to Mairi Curie, Strathcarron 
Hospice, Befrienders, District 
Nurses, � e Palliative Care 
Team. Friends and family 
for their fantastic help and 
support over these past 
couple of months. � anks 
to the Coop Funeral Care 
Gladys and Robert for their 
kind and professional service 
throughout. � e Grange 
Manor for providing excellent 
food and refreshments. Finally 
a huge thank you to all who 
attended the service, and 
generously donated £650 to 
be split between Strathcarron 
Hospice and the Jerichos.
COLQ UHOUN – � e family 
of the late Joan Colquhoun 
would like to thank all who 
attended the service and 

acknowledge the many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received during their recent 
bereavement. Many thanks to 
the home care team, Ward I in 
Oban Hospital, Etive House, 
Lochnell Hotel and Petals. 
Sincere thanks to � e Very 
Rev’d Canon Margi Campbell 
for a lovely service to celebrate 
Joan’s life. To St John’s Choir 
and Norman Nicholson, 
Organist. � anks also to 
Munn’s Funeral Directors 
for their e�  cient and caring 
arrangements.
COWAN - John, Mary-Ann 
and their families wish to 
convey their sincere thanks 
and appreciation to all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
the kind, thoughtful and 
comforting expressions of 
sympathy received upon the 
sad passing of Annie. Special 
thanks to Dalmally Medical 
Practice, Rev. Margaret Millar 
for conducting a comforting 
and � tting service, Alasdair 
MacDonald for the music in 

the church, Iain MacIntyre for 
the piping from the church, 
Ian MacInnes from D & A 
Munn Ltd. for his personal 
and professional support in 
the funeral arrangements, 
Petals of Oban for the beautiful 
� owers and all at Dalmally 
Community Centre for the 
provision of excellent food 
and refreshments and � nally 
to all who attended the church 
and graveside. � e generous 
donations which amounted to 
£652 were collected for Oban 
Hospice Ltd. 
ELDER - Fiona would like to 
thank all family and friends for 
their support a� er the passing 
of Donnie. Many thanks to the 
sta�  in the Belford Hospital 
and Glen Mor Surgery for 
their compassionate care over 
the last few years. � anks to 
both the MacKintosh Care 
Centre, Mallaig and Moss 
Park Nursing Home, Fort 
William. Finally many thanks 
to John McLellan sta�  for their 
support and guidance. 
MACMILLAN - Anthony and 
all the family would like to 
thank the community for the 
kindness shown and messages 
of condolence following the 
sudden loss of Ruth. � is has 
proved to be a comfort. Special 
thanks to the Rev Morag 
Muirhead for her support 
and for such a personal and 
moving service. � anks also 
to all the sta�  at Manson and 
MacBeath and to the team on 
duty at A&E, Belford Hospital 
for all that they did. � ank you 
to the overwhelming crowd 
who attended Ruth’s funeral 
and to all who donated in her 
memory.  � e huge sum of 
£1197.38 was raised.
McQUADE -� e family of 
Stella would like to thank 
everyone who sent messages 
of sympathy, � owers and cards 
a� er our recent loss.  Angela 
and sta�  of Eadar Glinn 

Care Home for their care of 
mum over the last 3 years, 
sta�  of Lorn Medical Centre, 
Teresa Hoey for her Sunday 
visits to mum and Father 
James MacNeil for his visits 
to mum both at McKelvie 
Road and Eadar Glinn and 
for Funeral Mass. Lynette of 
Petals for � owers and Catriona 
and sta�  at Hamish Hoey & 
Sons for their personal and 
professional help with all 
funeral arrangements.  To the 
sta�  in the Royal Hotel for 
refreshments a� er funeral.   
� e retiring collection for 
Eadar Glinn Residents 
Comfort Fund raised £156.41.
PAISLEY - � e family of the 
late Marion Paisley would like 
to thank all family and friends 
for the many kind expressions 
of sympathy extended to them 
at this very sad time. Grateful 
thanks to Dr John Wallace, 
all doctors, nurses and sta�  at 
Craig Nevis Surgery.  Special 
thanks to all the Castlecare 
and NHS Homecare teams for 
their loving care and attention 
to mum over the years. Sincere 
thanks to Rev. Richard Baxter 
and Rev. Morag Muirhead for 
their spiritual care and heart-
warming service.  Special 
thanks to everyone at John 
McLellan Funeral Directors 
for all their loving care, 
kindness and support at this 
sad time. God Bless you all.

MEMORIAMS
CURTIS – Brian, born August 
7, 1943 and died February 29, 
2016. Much loved and sadly 
missed.
- Mary Ann and family, home 
and away.
MACLEAN - Treasured 
memories of Calum, a 
special husband on his 28th 
anniversary.
Calum, those we love, live in 
our hearts forever. 
- All my love Ch rissie xx. 

MACVICAR – Christina 
(MacInnes), died March 1, 
2007. 
Forever loved.
- Johnnie.
Missed every day.
- Catherine, John, John, Niall 
and Michael.
McLENNAN – In loving 
memory of Willie, a dearly 
loved brother and uncle who 
passed away February 24, 
2008.
Always loved and sadly 
missed.
- Elsie, Margaret and families.
MORTON - In loving memory 
of a dear wife, mum and 
daughter-in-law Catherine, 
passed away February 24, 
1995.
25 years ago we held you hand 
as you slipped away. 
Not a day goes by that we don’t 
think about you.
So many happy times and 
memories we have.
We miss you just as much 
now as we did then, love you 
always.
- John, John, David and Mum. 
Karen, Norman, Christopher, 
Lewis and Arran.
NICOLSON – In loving 
memory of a much loved wife, 
mother and grandmother, 
Joan, who passed away 
February 17, 2019.
Sorely missed.
- Your loving family, Derick, 
Lynda, and Sarah.
WANT - In loving memory 
of a dear sister and aunt, 
Margaret MacKinnon, 
died March 3, 2014, also 
remembering her husband 
David, died November 27, 
2018.
We love and miss you.
- Elizabeth, Roy, Shirley, 
Aiden and the girls.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

————— D & A MUNN Ltd —————
Breadalbane Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 5NZ

Tel: 01631 562562   Email: ian@munns-oban.co.uk

Oban’s Longest Established 
Independent Funeral Directors

Professional, Respectful 
and Experienced Staff

Private Chapel of Rest

8-Seat Mercedes Limousine Hire

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Owned and Run by Ian MacInnes & Son
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE

FROM
£1695.00

Simple Burial
or Cremation

Service

D&A Munn advert  22/11/2019  11:35  Page 1
CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
During these past two 
Sundays, Storm Ciara and 
Storm Dennis ensured that 
I was unable to cross to the 
Island of Lismore to conduct 
worship in the cathedral.

As I sat drinking co�ee in 
the Port Appin Hotel, look-
ing at the enormous waves 
and squally showers with the 
ever-changing drama of the 
skies, I thought: ‘I wouldn’t 
like to be going anywhere 
near that crossing today.’

While that was not an issue 
as the ferry was not sailing, 
I began to think of the 
days when the weather was 
rough and yet the ‘good ship 
Lismore’ did make the jour-
ney from Point to Port Appin 
or vice versa. We may think 
on those days how vulnerable 
we feel as the vessel rises and 
falls with the swell of the sea.

Yet others have been much 
more vulnerable. Whether it 
is Alan or Donald or Andy 
or Mark, a skipper and mate 
have to sail out to the MV 
Lismore, clamber on board 
whether the rise or fall of the 
sea or the darkness makes 
this dangerous or not, tie up 
the dingy on which they have 
made the journey and start 
the vessel ready for service.

For the service they pro-
vide, not only are the people 
of the Island of Lismore 
appreciative but also those 
who far and wide also bene�t 
from what those ferrymen 
do, and those who have been 
ferrymen before them have 
done.

As we get on and o� the 
ferry on calm summer days, 
we tend to forget the spells 
of severe winter weather 
and those mornings we can 

assuredly say: ‘Rather them 
than me.’

But what of Jesus? Just like 
the days when we do not use 
the ferry and we forget about 
the crew, so we can easily 
forget about Jesus. He doesn’t 
force His presence into our 
lives, He is just there, being 
who He is and doing what He 
does – forgiving us our sins.

To achieve that act of 
forgiveness took a risk. �e 
risk that we would reject His 
sacri�ce on Calvary’s Cross 
or just forget it. But when a 
storm hits our lives, and we 
are surrounded by all man-
ner of di�culties or personal 
pain, it is then we turn to 
Him and ask His forgiveness 
or healing or guidance or 
love – and we will receive it.

Like the ferrymen, Jesus 
has a job to do. His was 
authorised by His Father in 
Heaven, and He is with us 
every moment of every day, 
only asking that we recognise 
him.

Reverend Iain Barclay,
Appin Parish Church, 

linked with Lismore.

Tiam Lithgow and Stephanie Plant are backing the campaign to reduce stillbirths.

Pregnant women in Argyll 
and Bute will bene�t from a 
new public health awareness 
campaign launched by the 
Scottish Government, o�er-
ing important information 
on ways to reduce the risk of 
stillbirth.

�e campaign, which is the 
�rst of its kind in Scotland, 
will be rolled out nationwide 
and advises expectant mums 
of ‘three ways to lower the 
risk of stillbirth’ – go to sleep 
on your side, don’t smoke 
and monitor your baby’s 
movements.

Stillbirth can be a challeng-

ing topic to talk about and 
knowledge around reducing 
the risk is limited. �is is why 
the Scottish Government is 
encouraging discussion with 
expectant mums in Argyll and 
Bute around the campaign 
messages.

Jeane Freeman, Health 
Secretary, said: ‘Stillbirth and 
the loss of a baby is a tragedy. 
We need to break the silence 
around stillbirth and chal-
lenge the belief that it is just 
something that can happen to 
pregnant women.

‘In 2018, Scotland had the 
lowest stillbirth rates on 

record which was 3.7 still-
births per 1,000 live births. 
Although the rate of stillbirth 
in Scotland has reduced 
signi�cantly in recent years, 
there is still more that we can 
do.’

�e campaign has been 
developed by the Scottish 
Government-led Stillbirth 
Group, in partnership with 
NHS Scotland, MCQIC and 
stillbirth charities, Sands UK, 
Held in Our Hearts (formerly 
Sands Lothians) and SiMBA.

Chief midwifery o�cer and 
deputy chief nursing o�cer 
Ann Holmes, said: ‘In our line 

of work we are o�en asked by 
expectant mums what they 
can do to ensure a safe and 
healthy pregnancy, so it’s great 
that three key behaviours have 
been identi�ed that have the 
potential to reduce stillbirth.

‘It is important pregnant 
women receive consistent 
advice about going to sleep on 
their side, not smoking and 
monitoring their baby’s move-
ments during pregnancy.’

For more information 
speak to your midwife, visit 
parentclub.scot or read the 
NHS pregnancy guide, Ready, 
Steady, Baby!

Campaign aims to reduce risk 
of stillbirth in Argyll and Bute

Reverend Iain Barclay.
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Inveraray’s Andrew Fraser in action during the friendly match with Glasgow Mid Argyll played on a 3G pitch 
at Bishopbriggs last Saturday. Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Oban Camanachd manager Stephen 
Sloss hopes his side hits the ground 
running when the new shinty season 
starts on Saturday March 7. 

�e �rst four league matches of 
2019 yielded just two points for the 
side who eventually �nished second 
in the Mowi Premiership. 

‘�e start to the season ruined us 
in the league last year, so we want to 
make a good start this time around,’ 
he said.

�e opening three league �xtures 
are Glasgow Mid Argyll, away; Fort 
William, home; and Kinlochshiel, 
away, and Sloss knows his team will 
need to be ready for the challenge. 

‘Blair [MacFarlane] has been 
training with GMA so we know 
they have good, �t players. �ey 
have been di�cult opponents in 
the past and I recall our keeper 
Cammy Sutherland making good 
saves against them before we ran out 
winners last year.

‘We’ve not played Fort William 
for a while but I know their young 
players Lachie [Shaw], Ryan [Boyle] 
and Lewis [Clark] and they will be 
keen to impress a�er such a good 
season last year.  

‘Our third match is at Kinlochshiel 
who now have a good pitch. It was 
useful to play on that at the end of 
last season. Kinlochshiel will be 
better this season and their �nal 
position in the league last term was 
a false one. Injuries cost them and, 
when their league chances ended, 
they took the chance to play a num-
ber of their promising youngsters 
in the �rst team. �at won’t have 
helped them win games, but the 
young players will be better for the 
experience so they have boosted 
their squad size for this season.’

Belief is something Sloss has been 
keen to install into his squad as he 
explained: ‘We need to believe we 
can win games. �at’s something we 
worked on last year and, by the end 
of last season, we were going into 
matches knowing we were going to 
win. �at was a marked improve-
ment and we want to carry that into 
the new season.’

Another pet subject for the Oban 

Oban Camanachd look for a good start

Oban Camanachd manager 
Stephen Sloss.

Camanachd manager is the im-
portance of �tness. ‘I know I keep 
banging on about �tness,’ he said, 
‘but it’s so important as getting to 
the ball �rst is a huge advantage. 
It’s important to us and you can see 
how it’s worked for Kingussie who 
really used their speed last year. 
It’s the same when you look at Fort 
William and Glasgow Mid Argyll. 
�ey both have young, �t players, 
who are full of running. I include 
ourselves in that category. You can 
see a generation of very good shinty 
players coming through at several 
clubs. �at is good for the clubs 
concerned and will be good for the 
game of shinty for years to come.’

Oban Camanachd made the 
conscious decision to blood several 
of their younger players towards the 
end of last season. �at makes for 
a large �rst team squad but Sloss is 
clear he’ll need them all. 

He said: ‘I’m not overly worried 
about the size of the �rst team squad 
as injuries and other commitments 
will kick in and we’ll need everyone. 
For example, Gary McKerracher  
won’t be available for the �rst couple 
of games of the season while Scott 
MacMillan and Keith MacMillan  
work shi�s so their work commit-
ments will be a factor. When we do 
have everyone available, we will go 
with the boys who regularly attend 
training. It would ruin our ethos to 
do otherwise and ignore training.’

Sloss acknowledged Aidan 
MacIntyre’s retiral and Lorne 
Dickie’s unavailability during the 
early part of the season will mean  
changes. ‘We’ll re-jig things this 
year,’ he said, ‘especially in mid�eld 
but we are essentially a really young 
�rst team squad with at least six of 
the boys aged under 20. 

‘I have some of the best young 
shinty players in the country. �ey 
have won national competitions as 
youngsters and there is no reason 
why they can’t continue to do 
that in the Oban Camanachd �rst 
team. I would have liked to have 
had Lorne [Dickie] to help with his 
experience but I hope we can push 
on. Potentially, we can be stronger 
than last year as our younger players 
have had another 12 months’ expe-
rience. However, other teams will be 
stronger too.

‘It’s a hard league and there are 
good sides which is where �ne mar-
gins that can work in your favour in 
relation to belief and �tness come 
into play.’

Oban Camanachd   
and Lochside captains 
con�rmed
Scotland player Daniel Cameron 
continues as Oban Camanachd 
captain for the 2020 shinty season.

Cameron led his teammates to a 
second successive Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup victory last season with 
the team also �nishing runners-up 
in all other competitions.

Oban Camanachd manager 

Stephen Sloss said: ‘Daniel Cameron 
will be captain again next season. 
Some clubs look to rotate the cap-
tain’s position but, for me, a captain 
has a speci�c job to do and that in-
cludes leading by example at train-
ing as well as during matches and 
by showing the behaviour traits you 
want others to follow. Daniel has all 
these attributes in abundance which 
is why he is such a good leader.’

Lochside Rovers manager Gareth 
Evans, in his second spell in charge, 
has also named his skipper with 
Evan MacLellan taking the armband 
this season with Callum Kirsop vice 
captain. 

MacLellan’s return from a series of 
injuries is a boost for the side who 
have a di�cult start to the season 
with successive matches against 
the Glasgow Mid Argyll seconds, 
Ballachulish and Bute.

Pre-season friendly 
results
Atrocious weather continued to 
disrupt the pre-season friendlies on 
Saturday February 22.

Newtonmore P
Oban Camanachd P
Oban Camanachd’s 12.30pm throw-
up against Newtonmore at the Eilan 
was switched to Kincraig earlier in 
the week but a Saturday morning in-
spection ruled the pitch unplayable.  
Oban Celtic P
Kilmallie P
Oban Celtic’s pre-season clash with 
Mowi Premiership side Kilmallie 

was called o� on Friday a�ernoon as 
Oban’s Moss�eld was water-logged. 

Beauly P
Fort William P
�e meeting between Beauly and 
Fort William was called o� on 
Friday lunchtime as the incessant 
rain le� Braeview Park and An Aird 
water-logged. 

Fort William P
Kilmallie P
�ere was to have been a second 
team derby between Fort William 
and Kilmallie but An Aird was ruled 
unplayable on �ursday.

Kinlochshiel P
Glenurquhart P 
With the pitches at Rèaraig and 
Blairbeg unplayable, Kinlochshiel 
and Glenurquhart were forced to 
cancel their pre-season friendly 
match.

Caberfeidh P
Skye Camanachd P
Caberfeidh and Skye Camanachd 
were le� disappointed when their 
friendly was called o� on Friday 
with Castle Leod unplayable. 

Both teams hope to see their �rst 
pre-season action of the year this 
Saturday. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 5
Inveraray 2 
Glasgow Mid Argyll and Inveraray 
beat the weather, but their match 
had to be transferred from at Yoker 
to a 3G pitch at Bishopbriggs.

Ewen Fraser debuted for Mark 

Bain’s GMA side a�er joining the 
club in the close season and the 
former Newtonmore player marked 
his �rst start with a four goal haul. 
Duncan ‘Ach’ MacRae got the other. 

�e Inveraray goals were scored by 
Lewis MacNicol.  

Glasgow Mid Argyll P
Aberdeen University P
�e game between Glasgow Mid 
Argyll’s second team and Aberdeen 
University was called o� a�er the 
poor travelling conditions for the 
students were considered.

Inverness P
Strathglass P
Strathglass were to make the short 
journey to Inverness but the game 
fell to the weather.  

Aberdour P 
Kingussie P 
�e friendly between Aberdour 
and the Kingussie seconds was 
postponed on �ursday lunchtime 
as Silversands was unplayable and 
there was a less than favourable 
weather forecast for the following 48 
hours.  

Boleskine P
Kinlochshiel P
Boleskine’s 2.30pm throw-up 
against the Kinlochshiel second 
team at Smith Park passed a Friday 
a�ernoon pitch inspection but was 
called o� on Saturday morning. 

Strathglass P
Caberfeidh P
�e match between the Strathglass 
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Heavy snow showers during the warm up before the Glasgow Mid 
Argyll and Inveraray friendly. Photograph: Stephen Lawson

Oban Camanachd look for a good start
seconds and the Caberfeidh seconds 
at Cannich was another weather 
casualty. 

Tayforth 5
English Shinty Association 1
Tayforth beat the English Shinty 
Association 5-1 at Armadale 
Academy, Bathgate.

Tayforth led 4-0 at the break but 
a spirited second half performance 
from the English saw the second half 
� nish all square.

This weekend’s pre-
season friendlies
� e � nal round of pre-season 
friendlies takes place on Saturday  
February 29.

Oban Camanachd have only man-
aged one February outing and that 
was on the 4G pitch at Oban High 
School so their � nal opportunity to 
play on grass is this Saturday against 
Ballachulish at Jubilee Park. � row-
up 1pm. 

Both sides will be desperate for 
the game to go ahead with the new 
season just a week away. Should 
the Jubilee be unplayable, they will 
seek alternative venues including 
Ganavan.

Oban Celtic and Taynuilt meet 
at Moss� eld to contest the Robert 
Wylie Memorial Cup. � row-up 
is at 1pm. Oban Celtic are the 
holders, having beaten Taynuilt 
3-0 at Taynuilt Sports Field last 
year. Daniel MacMillan and Ross 
MacMillan gave Celtic an early 
cushion before Lee Askew got the 
third late in the contest.

Kilmallie and Lochaber will hope 
for an improvement in the weather 
so they can contest the BSW Cup at 
Canal Parks. � row-up is at 1pm. 
Kilmallie are holders a� er Bryan 
Mackay’s goal gave them a 1-0 victo-
ry over Fort William at Canal Parks 
last year. 

Newtonmore’s open day includes 
a match against newly-promoted 
Mowi Premiership side Fort William 
at the Eilan. � e sides will look for 
an alternative venue if the pitch is 
unplayable.

� e MacDonald Cup and Ali Ban 
Cup are both up for grabs as the 
Glenurquhart and Strathglass � rst 

and second teams meet for their 
annual tussles at Blairbeg. � e 
Glenurquhart and Strathglass ladies 
open with a match at 10.30am. � e 
seconds play at noon, with the sen-
iors at 2pm.

� e Glengarry squad head for Fife 
to play Mowi National Division 
newcomers Aberdour.

Lovat and Skye clash at Balgate,  
whilst Kinlochshiel take on Glasgow 
Mid Argyll at Rèaraig Park. 

Kingussie and Caberfeidh play 
at the Dell for the Bill MacPherson 
Memorial Plate, whilst their second 
teams are scheduled to clash at 
Castle Leod. 

� ere is also a match between Bute 
and Col Glen.

WCA season starts
Women’s Camanachd Association 
� xtures get under way this weekend.

� e Mowi National Division 
� xtures don’t start until next month 
but Skye Camanachd’s second team 
and Inverness get a full programme 
of regional matches under way in 
Mowi North Division 2 at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree, on Saturday  
February 29. � e following day, 
in the same division, Glengarry 
travel to play Strathspey, whilst Fort 
William visit Strathglass. 

� e Lochaber second team 
have home advantage against 
Kinlochshiel. 

� e newly-formed Badenoch sec-
ond team does not have an opening 
day � xture in this nine team league.  

In Mowi South Division 2, 
the Oban Celtic squad head for 
Bute in their opening � xture, 
whilst Ardnamurchan welcome 
Uddingston who beat Bute 3-1 in a 
friendly at the weekend. 

Tayforth have home advantage 
against Cowal and Bute and 
Glasgow Mid Argyll’s second team 
play Dunadd. 

MacDonald to    
skipper Lovat
New Lovat co-managers Alan 
MacRae and Jamie Matheson have 
con� rmed Stuart MacDonald will 
captain their side for the 2020 shinty 
season.

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£2450

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
C MacDonald, Oban
&
I Campbell, Oban

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
D MacLellan Jan ‘20 £2000
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Inveraray players recognised at awards night

Left to right: prizewinners Allan MacDonald, Robert Wood, 
Kenny Kirkhope, Campbell Watt and Kane Kirkhope.

A formal occasion on 
Saturday February 15 
allowed outgoing Inveraray 
Shinty Club chairman Euan 
McMurdo to thank and 
recognise the club’s sponsors 
and helpers.

�ey were: �e Inveraray 
Inn, �e George Hotel, D 
A MacDonald and Londis, 
which not only helps �nan-
cially but always provides 
the club with enthusiastic 
support.

Thanked
�e shinty club also thanked  

Brian and Audrey, of Londis, 
who will be moving away 
later in the year, recognising 
the great asset they have been 
to the Inveraray community 
and wishing them all the best 
for the future.

Other individuals who help 
the club throughout the year 
were thanked, including 
Roddy and May MacPherson, 
who have helped raise funds 
for the club through their 
annual quiz night and sell-
ing lottery tickets, and D J 
MacDonald, who also sells 
weekly tickets.

�e club also thanked all 
the individuals involved with 
making the club an asset to 

the community, from helping 
raise funds through the 
club’s annual open day for 
the newly-formed baby and 
toddlers group to helping to 
raise the majority of funds 
through grants for the new 
community minibus.

Once the formalities of 
thanking everyone had been 
completed, awards were 
presented. 

�ese went to Campbell 
Watt, second team top goal 
scorer; Allan MacDonald, 
�rst team top goal scorer; 
Kane Kirkhope, Jock 
MacCallum trophy for most 

Keeper MacDonald, who also 
skippered the Scotland na-
tional squad to a 26-4 victory 
over Ireland at Abbotstown 
in last year’s shinty/hurling 
international, takes the cap-
tain’s armband from Callum 
Cruden.

�is is a second spell as 
captain for MacDonald who 
previously led Lovat to 2014 
MacTavish Cup success when 
they beat Glenurquhart 5-1 in 
the �nal at the Bught Park.  

Another Scotland interna-
tional, Craig Mainland, is 
the Lovat vice captain for the 
season ahead.

National First 
Disability Shinty 
Festival boost
Organisers of the Fraser 
MacPhee Primary Schools 
Shinty Tournament have pre-
sented a £1,000 cheque to or-
ganisers of the National First 
Disability Shinty Festival. 

�e money was raised from 
kitchen sales, a ra�e and 
donations on the day of the 
popular youth shinty tourna-
ment on Sunday June 9 2019. 
It was rounded up to £1,000 
by a donation from tourna-
ment organisers Rosemary 
and Duncan MacPhee. 

Mrs MacPhee said: ‘We’re 
delighted to support this 
fantastic event. 

‘Shinty is a great and inclu-
sive sport which should be 
accessible to everyone. 

‘We sincerely hope this con-
tribution will help to support 
more disabled shinty players 
to reach their full potential 
on the �eld as well as having 
the same fun and enjoyment 
as other youth shinty players.’

Camanachd Association 
Regional Development 
Manager, Ronald Ross added: 
‘�e 2019 National First 
Disability Shinty Festival 
was a rousing success with a 
record 12 teams participating 
in the two-day event. 

‘�e continuation and de-
velopment of this competition 
is testament to the sponsors 
and the volunteers who give 
up their time to ensure the 
festival is a success. 

‘We are extremely grateful 
to the MacPhee family for 
this kind donation which 
will go some way to ensuring 
the National First Disability 
Festival continues to �ourish.’

�e 2020 National First 
Disability Shinty Festival 
will take place in Aviemore 
on Wednesday April 29 and  
�ursday April 30.

�is year’s Fraser MacPhee 
Primary Schools Shinty 
Tournament takes place at An 
Aird on Sunday June 7. 

All teams are welcome to 
take part in the P7 and under  
and P5 and under categories. 
For more information or 
to register teams, email 
cmacphee@hotmail.co.uk or 
text 07768 103643. 

Full information will be 
emailed to coaches. 

Inverness bid 
to secure shinty        
at The Bught
Inverness Shinty Club is con-
sidering making a communi-
ty asset transfer request in its 
e�orts to keep the  Bught Park 
as a shinty pitch. 

Community asset transfers 
are where community bod-
ies have the right to make 
requests to local authorities, 
Scottish Ministers and a 
range of public bodies for any 
land or buildings they feel 
they could make better use of. 
�ey can request ownership, 
lease or other rights.

�e public authorities must 
transparently assess requests 
against a speci�ed list of 
criteria, laid out in the Act, 
and agree the request unless 
there are reasonable grounds 
for refusal.

Should such a request be re-
fused, the community group 
has a right to appeal or to ask 
for a review of the decision.

In this instance, such a 
request would be made to 
Highland Council which, 
when considering the request, 
must be mindful of the current 
use of the area and requests 
for use from other sports and 

other bodies. Shinty has been 
played at the Bught Park since 
1887 when it hosted a match 
between Strathglass and 
Glenurquhart. 

As well as being the home 
pitch for all Inverness club 
games, the iconic ground also 
hosts Scotland internationals, 
MacTavish Cup Finals and 
it is part of the prestigious 
Camanachd Cup Final 
circuit.

Inverness Shinty Club has 
made e�orts to promote 
youth shinty in the area since 
2015 and, with the support 
of more than 40 volunteer 
coaches, they encourage more 
than 400 youngsters to play 
shinty every week and are 
looking to expand into more 
schools. 

�e club also runs senior 
and reserve men’s teams,  
ladies teams and juvenile 
teams, who all use the Bught 
for matches and training so 
any pitch unavailability is a 
threat to current and future 
progression. 

�e club will be making 
e�orts to tell their story and 
reach out for community 
support. 

�ey also recently became 
a charity, adopting the asso-
ciated policies, and aspire to 
be a great club in its own right 
without their best players be-
ing a source of talent for other 
clubs who can o�er dedicated 
facilities.

Inverness Shinty Club will 
keep an on-going dialogue, 
mapping their progress on 
their public Facebook page 
and club website.

improved/most promising 
youngster; Kenny Kirkhope 
second team player of the 
year; and Robert Wood, �rst 
team player of the year.

With the recent bad weath-
er, the club has failed to get 
any momentum going for 
pre-season, however, it starts 
its campaign on March 7 
with the �rst team at home to 
Glenurquhart and the second 
team away to Kilmory.

Annie Cowan, 
Glenorchy
Glenorchy Shinty Club 
mourned the loss of Annie 
Cowan who died suddenly on 
Sunday February 9. 

Annie was a lifelong 
Glenorchy fan and watched 
her six brothers play for her 
beloved club. She also held a 
number of roles within the 
club, including the position 
of secretary, and she was 
key in the formation of the 

Glenorchy Ladies team dur-
ing the 1980s. Her presence 
on the touchline will be 
greatly missed at Glenorchy 
shinty matches. Annie’s fu-
neral took place at Glenorchy 
Parish Church, Dalmally on 
Monday February 24.

�e draw for the �rst round of the 
Alvance Aluminium Balliemore 
Cup took place on Monday February 
24 at Lochaber High School.

Lochaber is one of the Camanachd 
Association’s Schools of Shinty 
which means the sport is on the cur-
riculum and available to 600 pupils.

�is is the third year of partnership 
with Alvance Aluminium, formerly 
Liberty. �e draw was conducted by 
Tom Uppington and Rosie Flannigan 
from Alvance Aluminium.

�e full draw is: Beauly v Tayforth; 
Lochcarron v Skye; Inverness v GU; 
Oban Celtic v Col Glen; Inveraray 

v Glengarry; Taynuilt v Lochaber; 
Ballachulish v Strathglass; Aberdour 
v Bute. Ties to be played on Saturday 
April 11.

Tom Uppington said: ‘Alvance 
is passionate about investing in 
the community. We have a few 
employees who play shinty and will 
be taking part in the Balliemore 
Cup this year. Arran MacPhee, who 
li�ed last year’s Alvance Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup as Fort William 
captain, works with us and it is great 
to see the impact our investment 
makes to the lives of people within 
and outwith Lochaber.’

Derek Keir of the Camanachd 
Association said: ‘We were delighted 
to conduct the Alvance Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup Draw at Lochaber 
High School, one of our new Schools 
of Shinty. �is development will 
mean shinty is delivered to hundreds 
of pupils every week and reinforces 
our commitment to working with 
schools to improve the take up of our 
most ancient sport.’

Yvonne Clarke, Principal Teacher 
of Health and Well-being with PE 
and HE said: ‘Lochaber High School 
is delighted to become a School of 
Shinty. Shinty is an integral part 

of the school’s DNA and we are 
delighted to be able to play a part in 
providing additional opportunities 
for all children to participate in. 
We currently run a�er school and 
lunchtime sessions. �e next step for 
will be the introduction of indoor 
shinty with plans to run inter-house 
leagues. 

'�e Camanachd Association's 
Regional Development Manager 
Ronald Ross came to Lochaber 
High School last year to put PE sta� 
through basic training and from this 
we have introduced shinty to the PE 
curriculum.'

Keith Loades, 
Camanachd Association 
president; Derek Keir, 
Camanachd Association 
Chief Executive O�cer; 
Tom Uppington, Alvance 
General Manager; Rosie 
Flannigan, Alvance Exec-
utive Assistant and Arran 
MacPhee, Fort William 
captain and Alvance 
employee with Lochaber 
High School pupils who 
have just �nished their 
SQA National 5 practical 
examination on shinty. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson. Distributed 
by the Camanachd Association.

Alvance Aluminium Balliemore Cup �rst round draw
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CHEER LEADERS

Mull Golden Eagles soar at SECC Armadillo
Mull’s Seahawks 
Cheerleaders Golden 
Eagles soared to success 
at the recent BCA Scottish 
Sensation event in Glasgow 
- their � rst competitive 
� xture.

A� er months of prepa-
ration, the group of eight 
to 12-year-olds took to 
the stage at the SECC 
Armadillo in front of hun-
dreds of other competitors 
and spectators to perform 
in front of a panel of judges.

Competing in a di�  cult 
junior division at the 
biggest cheerleading com-
petition in Scotland, the 
group from Mull remained 

unfazed with the judges 
only managing to � nd 0.25 
of a deduction in their 
performance.

Head coach Lucy Wilson 
said: ‘� e bond these girls 
have to work together as 
a team meant they did 
everything that was expect-
ed of them and more and 
I’ve never been so proud to 
see them own the stage.

‘� e smiles on their faces 
while they performed really 
makes all the tough training 
sessions and precise routine 
planning so worth it.’

Lucy reserved special 
thanks for the parents who 
took the time and e� ort to 

get the team to Glasgow to 
compete and cheer Mum 
Pat for keeping everyone’s 
nerves at bay.

‘We can’t wait to get this 
dream team back into the 
gym and work even harder 
for the next one,’ she 
added.

Mull’s Seahawks 
Cheerleaders 
Golden Eagles 
celebrate their 
third place.

Water, water everywhere - and 
not a drop of rugby to be had
Competitive � xtures have 
been thin on the ground for 
Oban Lorne ladies and gents 
recently.

Last weekend both the mens 
West Division Two away 
� xture against Strathaven 
and the ladies National Plate 
match at Kirkcaldy fell foul of 
the inclement weather.

� e Green Machine have 
been without a game now 
since January 29 and coach 
Andrew Johnston for one 
is questioning whether it is  
worth trying to play rugby 
in Scotland throughout the 
winter.

‘Having been involved with 
the Camanachd Association 

when they were discussing 
the change to summer shinty,  
I feel we need to revisit the 
idea of changing the Scottish 
rugby season to gain the 
bene� ts of playing in better 
conditions,’ he said.

‘� e whole game in Scotland 
would bene� t from the 
increased skill levels brought 
about by this change.

‘At present, the rugby 
season runs from September 
to May. I would like to see us 
change to a season that starts 
in March and runs to the end 
of October.’

Johnston shared his views 
a� er becoming increasingly 
frustrated with the current 

situation. Having had three 
to four weeks of weekend 
soakings, Glencruitten is 
struggling to deal with the 
volume of water landing on 
it, despite the club deciding 
not to train on it and working 
with senior groundsman Ian 
Hay to maintain the quality of 
the pitch for weekend games.

‘We can’t get on to our own 
pitch and even last week’s 
game away to Strahaven, 
scheduled to be played on a 
4G pitch, was lost to snow,’ he 
added.

Along with giving matches 
a better chance of being 
played, Johnston believes 
summer rugby would bring 

‘signi� cant improvements’ to 
the game.

‘Being able to feel your 
hands would instantly im-
prove your ability to handle 
the ball,’ he continued, ar-
guing that players out on the 
wing su� er the most.

Cold
‘Trying to catch a greasy 

ball covered in mud when 
your hands are numb from 
the cold isn’t ideal.

‘� e only people that enjoy 
these games are the forwards 
who get plenty practise at 
scrummaging and keep 
warm.’

Johnston also believes 
summer rugby would lead 

to a much more social event 
on the touchlines with more  
people likely to come out to 
support their team and more 
events organised as there 
would be less likelihood of 
games being cancelled.

‘I know some people will 
say it rains in the summer too 
and we can’t get away from 
that, but it is not the same as 
the horrendous conditions of 
late,’ he added.

‘I know any change in the 
rugby season would bring 
challenges to some of the big 
city teams who share pitches  
with cricket and athletics 
clubs but if I was to do what 
was best for the sport, it 

would de� nitely be playing 
through the summer.’ 

� is weekend, weather 
permitting, Oban Lorne 1st 
XV are due to host title chal-
lengers Cumnock and having 
won the reverse � xture in 
January they are are con� dent 
of another good performance.

Oban Lorne Ladies, mean-
while, are trying to get their 
National Plate group com-
pleted. So far the Green Army 
have only played one of their 
four � xtures and on Sunday 
are due to play host to Annan 
at Glencruitten.

A sports hall athletics competition 
for the Oban area was held at 
Atlantis Leisure last Sunday. 

� is was the second area competi-
tion to be held in Argyll this winter. 
� e series of competitions is pro-
moted by Mid Argyll Athletic Club. 

A� er three hours of competition,  
Rock� eld and Achaleven primary 
schools were the overall winners in 
the girls contests and in the boys 
events the champions came from 
Rock� eld, Park and Dunbeg with 
Oban High School providing the 
winners in the under 13 contests. 

� ere were no new Argyll age 
records but the boys under 11 
champion Donald Campbell from 
Rock� eld came close in the speed 
bounce, recording 78 jumps in 30 
seconds. Donald was the Argyll 
under 9 champion last year and on 
Sunday won the under 11 age group 
by three points a� er a close contest 
with Marco MacGregor, also from 

Rock� eld. As well as winning the 
speed bounce, Donald won the high 
jump while Marco won the long 
jump and excelled in the running 
events winning the two-lap race 
in 25.8 seconds and the four-lap in 
59.2 seconds. In the same age group,  
Finn McKechnie from Lochnell won 
the triple jump with 5.41 metres and 
Innes McKinney from Rock� eld 
won the javelin, throwing 13.50 
metres.   

Oban High School’s Jacques 
Coates and Kia McKechnie were 
equal on overall points in the under 
13 contest. Jacques won the two-lap 
race in 25.8 seconds and went on to 
win the high, long and triple jumps.

Kia was highly placed in all the 
events and won the shot putt with 
a 6.90 metre throw. In the same 
age category, Rufus Hughes from 
Rock� eld won the speed bounce 
and James Muir from the high 
school impressed by winning the 

four-lap race in 53.5 seconds. Luke 
Taylor from Dunbeg was the under 
7 champion ahead of Oliver Gillies 
from Rock� eld and in the under 9 
age group, Ciaran Johnston from 
Park was overall winner, just two 
points ahead of another Park boy 
Ruairidh McKechnie. Ciaran won 
the two-lap race in 27.3 seconds 
and then won the speed bounce, 
long jump and standing triple jump 
recording a leap of 4.77 metres. 
Ruairidh won the javelin and was 
� rst equal in the high jump with 
Euan McCracken from Rock� eld. 
Fergus Hunt from Lochnell won the 
four-lap race. 

� ere was a disappointing entry of 
girls but no shortage of talent and a 
close contest in the under 9 age group 
in which Jamie MacIntyre from 
Rock� eld � nished a point ahead of 
Quinn McKechnie from Park. Jamie 
was the Argyll under 7 champion in 
2019 and on Sunday won all three 

jumping events including a 4.37 
metres e� ort in the standing triple 
jump. Quinn impressed by winning 
both running events, the javelin and 
speed bounce.

� ere was a tie in the under 7s 
between Hayley Ronald from 
Achaleven  and Dannin MacDonald 
from St Columba’s. 

Both girls scored 22 points ahead 
of Niamh Johnston from Park in 
third place and Ellie Brogan from 
Achaleven in fourth place. 

Islay Muir from Rock� eld dom-
inated in the under 11s winning 
all seven events with her best 
event being the javelin, throwing 
12 metres. Gracie Campbell from 
Rock� eld was second overall just 
one point ahead of Grace Stewart 
from Lochnell.

Mia Mason, a � rst year pupil at 
Oban High School, was the clear 
winner in the under 13s with wins 
in six of the seven events. Mia’s 

winning time of 25.8 seconds 
compared well with the winning 
boy in the same age group and her 
speed bounce e� ort of 78 reps also 
impressed. Mia’s mother Carolyn,  
then Campbell, was a member of 
the Argyll team competing at the 
Scottish � nal of sports hall athletics 
in Edinburgh in 1998.

In the same age group, Rowan 
Gemmel from Park Primary School  
won the shot putt with an impressive 
5.91 metres.

Many of the athletes taking part 
qualify to take part in the Argyll 
Final to be held at Atlantis Leisure 
on Sunday March 22. � e � nal 
will start at noon with registration 
between 11am and noon. � e last 
two area competitions take place on 
Sunday March 1 with the Kintyre 
event at Campbeltown Grammar 
School starting at noon and the 
Mull event in Tobermory High 
School starting at 11.30am.

Youngsters show their class at Oban Sports Hall Athletics
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OBAN SAINTS YOUTHS

Results and � xtures
Last Sunday’s results: Under 13s 4, Lochgilphead Red 
Star 6; Milton Rovers v Under 14s,postponed Under 15s 
5, Rossvale 3. Scoring for Saints were Kyle Cooper (2), 
Andrew Nicol, Couper MacIntyre and Andrew Barclay. 
Under 17s 3, Ardrossan Winton Rovers 4. Ross Higgins 
netted a hat-trick for the Oban side.
 This Sunday’s � xtures: Under 13s v Rossvale; Clyde-
bank v Under 14s; Thistle Weir v Under 15s; Greenock 
United v Under 17s.

ADULT FOOTBALL

Results and � xtures
Last Saturday’s results: Central Scottish AFL Division 
1B – Oban Saints 5, Stedfast 1; Greater Glasgow 
AFL  Division 3 – Kirk� eld United v Oban Saints GG, 
postponed; SAFL – Premier Division 1 – Dunoon v 
Glynhill Moorcroft, postponed; Campbeltown Pupils 
and Lochgilphead Red Star no games;  Premier Division 
2 – Strathaven v Tarbert, postponed.
 This Saturday’s � xtures: Central Scottish AFL Division 
1B – Oban Saints v Bridgewater; Greater Glasgow AFL 
Division Three – Kilbarchan v Oban Saints GG; Scottish 
Amateur FL – Premier Division One – Carlton YM v 
Lochgilphead Red Star; Dunoon v Busby; Parkhall v 
Campbeltown Pupils; Premier Division Two – Tarbert v 
Strathaven.  

RUGBY Stedfast anchor fails to hold

Well done to Ellis Hunter on being selected for the 
Glasgow U17 squad to compete in the FORSOC 4s 
regional championship.

Congratulations Ellis
Ellis Hunter in action.

Limited spaces left for 
Junior Football Festival
Campbeltown and District Junior Football Association 
(CDJFA) have limited spaces left for their annual 
football festival, which takes place on Saturday May 30 
at the Meadows Millennium Playing Fields.

The boys’ 2011s section is now full, with only one 
space each left in the 2012s, 2010s and 2008s. There are 
also limited spaces in the 2014s, 2013s and 2009s.

In the girls’ competition, there are spaces in sections 
2011s-2009s or 2008s-2006s. Last year the CDJFA 
football festival welcomed 60 teams travelling from 
Lochgilhead, Tarbert, Ardencaple, Oban, Helensburgh, 
Lochnell, Islay, Port Ellen, Port Glasgow, Arran and 
Dumbarton Riverside, as well as featuring the local 
teams. Organisers look forward to seeing them all back 
as well as welcoming more teams.

Email cdjfafestival@yahoo.com to book a space, for 
more information and to receive a welcome pack.

FOOTBALL FESTIVAL

Gavin Forgrieve, who impressed in mid� eld for Saints, 
races past this Stedfast mid� elder. 

Craig MacEwan thanks 
Aaron McKay for the cross 
for his second goal.

� ere was no case of unlucky 
13 at Oban High School last 
Saturday as Oban Saints came 
from behind to stretch their 
Central Scottish Amateur 
Football League Division 1B 
winning run to 13 games.
 Despite taking the lead in the 
10th minute, Stedfast K’s an-
chor failed to hold and Saints 
stormed back with goals 
from David Beaton, Lewis 
Cameron, Aaron McKay and 
a brace from top marksman 
Craig MacEwan.

Saints co-manager Willie 
Gemmell was deprived of 
the services of James Ford, 
Matty Kelly, Ross Maitland, 
Kerr Newbigging and Matt 
Rippon, paving the way for a 
well-deserved return to the 
� rst team set-up for Daniel 
Croarkin. 

Also deserving of their pro-
motion to the starting XI were 
youngsters Gavin Forgrieve 
and Aaron McKay who repaid 
their manager’s con� dence 
with accomplished perfor-
mances against considerably 
more experienced opponents.

Saints kicked o�  attacking 
the school end from where 
the gale force wind blew a 
steady stream of hail showers 
throughout the match.

Craig MacEwan pressur-
ised former Lochgilphead 
Red Star youngster Ciaran 
McPhie into conceding the 
game’s � rst corner kick in 
the fourth minute but Lewis 
Cameron’s delivery from the 
right was fractionally too 
heavy for Steven MacLeod at 
the far post.

Despite playing into the 
strong wind, Saints were 
making the early running. 
However, it was Stedfast who 
struck � rst with their � rst 
attempt at goal. Grant Cathro 

was allowed to carry the ball a 
long way unchallenged before 
unleashing a � erce wind-
assisted le�  foot shot which 
� ew into the top corner giving 
Graham Douglas no chance.

� e already depleted visi-
tors, with just six survivors 
from the reverse � xture last 
August in their ranks, were 
dealt the � rst of several injury 
blows a� er 18 minutes when 
Ciaran McPhie hobbled o�  
with a recurrence of the 
hamstring injury which has 
troubled him all season. 
McPhie’s place was taken by 
Richard McGuire.

Saints got back on level 
terms in the 22nd minute 
from a good move on the 
right where David Beaton 
and Lewis Cameron com-
bined well for Cameron to 
send a cut-back to Craig 
MacEwan, who calmly rolled 
the ball past the helpless Scott 
Richardson.

Stedfast central defender 
Mark Byrne did well to 
cut out a dangerous David 
Beaton cross before a crazy 
60-second spell from the 
Saints defence saw the visitors 
hit the woodwork twice. 

Graham Douglas was 
caught in two minds with 
what should have been a rou-
tine 27th-minute clearance 
which he scu� ed straight to 
the feet of David Casey. � e 
Saints number one was a 
relieved man to see Casey’s 
� rst time e� ort come back 
o�  the upright but the danger 
didn’t end there. � e Saints 
defence failed to properly 
clear their lines and conceded 
a free-kick 25 yards out and 
right of centre. � e dipping 
wind-assisted e� ort from 
Grant Cathro le�  Graham 
Douglas rooted to the spot 
but cannoned o�  the cross-
bar before eventually being 
forced clear.

Saints deservedly took the 
lead in the 37th minute with 

Lewis Cameron again the 
architect. Cameron picked 
the ball up in the centre circle 
from Dene Cassells and, 
with willing runners Aaron 
McKay and David Beaton 
ahead of him, successfully 
picked out Beaton who raced 
through the middle and 
dinked the ball into the net 
over the advancing Scott 
Richardson.

David Beaton won a corner 
kick o�  David Casey on 
the right two minutes later 
with Craig MacEwan rising 
highest on the six-yard line to 
meet Lewis Cameron’s deliv-
ery but was unable to keep his 
header below the crossbar.

Beaton’s pace took him 
beyond the Stedfast defence 
once again in the 41st minute 
but, a� er � icking the ball 
over Scott Richardson on the 
18-yard line was beaten to the 
bouncing ball by a last ditch 
Sinclair Soutar challenge.

Saints youngsters Gavin 
Forgrieve and Aaron McKay 
combined to carve out the 
� nal chance of the � rst half 
with McKay stretching at the 
back post to direct Forgrieve’s 
cross from the corner of the 
18-yard box back across the 
face of goal but agonisingly 
wide of Scott Richardson’s 
le�  hand post.

� e half-time interval did 
little to disrupt the Saints mo-
mentum and inside the open-
ing 60 seconds of the second 
half Lewis Cameron opened 
up the Stedfast defence for 
Myles McAuley who, a� er 
making a good run, unfor-
tunately delayed his shot too 
long and was crowded out 
inside the 18-yard box.

Aaron McKay’s cross from 
the le�  was taken o�  the 
forehead of Craig MacEwan 
by Mark Byrne at the expense 
of a corner kick which Lewis 
Cameron whipped, wind 
assisted, onto the roof of the 
net.

� e visitors goal continued 
to lead a charmed existence 
and Lewis Cameron’s 
55th-minute free-kick from 
the D came back o�  the cross 
bar with Scott Richardson 
well beaten. 

� e rebound was turned 
back towards goal by the 
outstretched leg of a Stedfast 
defender who watched in ag-
ony as his touch bounced o�  
the inside of the post, across 
the face of goal and out for a 
corner kick.

Saints doubled their advan-
tage in the 59th minute from 
a free-kick on the half-way 
line. Grant Cathro bundled 
into Myles McAuley wide 
on the Saints le�  with Scott 
Maitland quickly rolling 
the resulting free-kick up to 
Aaron McKay. McKay sent 
over an in-swinging right foot 
cross which Craig MacEwan 
met perfectly with a cush-
ioned volley into the bottom 
corner.

� is proved to be MacEwan’s 
� nal involvement and he was 
replaced before the restart by 
Cammy Hill.

Scott Richardson produced 
another good save to deny 
Lewis Cameron before Saints 
had the ball in the net again 
in the 64th minute. Aaron 
McKay once again provided a 
good cross from the le�  which 
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Stedfast anchor fails to hold

    P     W       D     L        F       A       GD    Pts   
Oban Saints 13     13      0      0       51      7       44      39  
Blantyre RGM 15     10      2      3       41     22      19      32  
Garrowhill Thistle 14      8       2      4       32     30        2      26  
Stedfast K 15      5       2      8  22     36   -14      17  
Bridgewater 11      5       0      6  22     20        2       15  
Lesmahagow  9       4       2      3  26     12       14      14  
Cambusnethan 13      3       5      5       20     30     -10      14  
Clydebank 14      2       2     10  17     40     -23        8  
Craigneuk 14      1       1     12       8      42     -34        4

David Beaton lifts the ball over Scott Richardson to give 
Saints the lead. Match report and photographs: Derek Black

Daid Beaton, Myles McAuley and Daniel Coarkin celebrations after Aaron McKay 
rounded o�  the scoring.

Cammy Hill feels the cold.

David Beaton turned in at 
the far post only for referee 
Pat O’Donnell, who was well 
positioned, to disallow the 
goal for an o� side call against 
McKay.

Central Scottish Amateur 
Football League Select men 
Scott Maitland and Lewis 
Cameron warmed up for 
the upcoming Inter League 
Trophy match against the 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League by combining for the 

fourth Saints goal. Maitland 
made a rampaging run into 
the Stedfast box and picked 
out Cameron with a cutback 
which he slammed into the 
roof of the net from 10 yards 
range.

Cameron was then a� orded 
a well-earned rest with his 
place being taken by Daniel 
Croarkin.

� e visitors were forced to 
� eld Ross Henderson, the 
second of their two substi-
tutes, when goal scorer Grant 
Cathro limped o�  with what 
appeared to be a hamstring 
injury.

Stedfast couldn’t clear a 
Scott Maitland 73d-minute 
corner kick from the right 
and Daniel Croarkin picked 
out skipper Dene Cassells for 
a cushioned right foot volley 
straight into the midri�  of 
Scott Richardson.

� e woodwork came to 
the visitors’ rescue once 
again a� er 74 minutes when 
Cammy Hill raced away from 
Sinclair Soutar and clipped 

a le�  foot � nish across Scott 
Richardson and onto the base 
of the keeper’s le�  hand post.

Stedfast’s injury woes 
continued when skipper 
James Harvey was unable to 
continue a� er an 85th min-
ute challenge from Daniel 
Croarkin.

� e 10 men quickly fell 
further behind when Aaron 
McKay crashed an unstoppa-
ble 86th-minute shot from 24 
yards into the top corner well 
out of reach for keeper Scott 
Richardson.

� e desperately unlucky 
visitors � nished the match 
with nine men when defender 
Louis Smith had to be carried 
o�  with a badly twisted 
right knee before referee 
O’Donnell, who handled pro-
ceedings well, brought the 
match to an end.

� is coming Saturday 
Saints welcome � rst-time 
visitors Bridgewater to Oban 
for Central Scottish Amateur 
Football League Division 1B 
match number 14.  

� e teams met earlier in the 
season with Saints winning  
3-0 but the match was a lot 
closer than the scoreline 
suggests so a di�  cult game 
is in prospect for the D & K 
La� ery-sponsored Oban side.

Saints secretary David 
Buchanan said the match 
against Bridgewater would 
either be at Glencruitten or 
the 3G community pitch 
depending on the weather. 
� e match will be refereed by 
Michael Kerr and will kick-o�  
at 2pm.

Congatulations to Lewis 
Cameon and Scott Maitland 

who played for the Central 
Scottish AFL Select against 
the Scottish Amateur FL 
Select in the semi � nal of 
the Inter-League Trophy last 
Sunday at Holm Park, Yoker.

Lewis scored the opening 
goal for the Central Select in 
a 6-3 win. 

Central now play the 
Kingdom of Fife FL on a date 
still to be aranged

Matty Kelly was also due 
to be in the Central squad 
but had to pull out through 
injury.

This Lewis Cameron corner lands on the roof of the net. SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 13, 
2020 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.58 1.0 07.51 3.9 
 14.17 1.2 19.55 3.7
Fri 02.24 1.2 08.20 3.7 
 14.45 1.3 20.21 3.6
Sat 02.48 1.3 08.47 3.6 
 15.12 1.5 20.51 3.4
Sun 03.13 1.5 09.18 3.3 
 15.49 1.7 21.25 3.2
Mon 03.47 1.7 09.57 3.1 
 16.42 1.8 22.09 3.0
Tues 04.43 1.9 10.55 2.9 
 17.57 1.9 23.13 2.9
Wed 06.22 2.0 13.47 2.8 
 19.16 1.9  **.** 1.9              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sleet showers and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
2°C to 6ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
4°C to 6ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Hail showers and a
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
2ºC to 5ºC. FRIDAY
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INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Stedfast 
anchor fails 
to hold

Mull Golden 
Eagles soar at 
SECC Armadillo

GOLFOban’s Bob MacIntyre 
saw his hopes of contend-
ing in the World Golf 
Championship event in 
Mexico all but disappear on 
� ursday a� ernoon a� er 
opening his account with a 
� ve over par 76. 

� ere were no signs of the 
drama to come a� er 12 holes 
of his opening round with 
the Oban star sitting nicely 
at level par only three shots 
behind the leaders.

 However , a bogey and two 
double boges in the next � ve 
holes le�  Bob languishing 

near the foot of the leader-
board going into Friday and 
e� ectively killed his chances 
of gaining signi� cant world 
ranking points.

Bob will, however, take 
some comfort from a solid 
display in the � nal three 
rounds with scores of 68, 70 
and 69 which le�  him in a tie 
for 42nd spot on a total of one 
under par. 

His � nal position looked 
like it would have been much 
higher a� er a magni� cent 
eagle three at the 15th hole 
on Sunday a� ernoon. 

Unfortunately, two holes later 
a double bogey six saw his 
week � nish on a disappoint-
ing note.

� e tournament was 
eventually won by American 
former Masters champion 
Patrick Reed with a score of  
18 under par. Bob’s world 
ranking slipped one place to 
67th.

Bob may have made his 
debut in Central America 
but the Scottish number one 
felt ‘comfortable’ teeing up 
in last week’s WGC-Mexico 
Championship.

bogey, but a� er that I played 
well the whole week.

‘In these big events, it’s 
about meeting the guys more 
than anything so you can say 
hello to them and don’t feel 
alone in the locker-room and 
don’t belong here.

Opportunity
‘I’m starting to feel I do 

belong and that’s how you 
need to feel to give yourself 
the best opportunity to be 
competitive.’

Bob now has a week o�  hav-
ing opted to miss this week’s 
tournament in Oman. He will 

then dust o�  the clubs for the 
Qatar Masters on March 5 be-
fore moving on to the Kenyan 
Open the following week.

Strong � nishes in both 
tournaments will be needed 
to keep his US Masters qual-
i� cation hopes alive.

Bob enjoyed his � rst taste 
of WGC action in the HSBC 
Champions event towards 
the end of last year in 
Shanghai.

‘You’ve got to believe you 
are one of them,’ said Bob 
of lining up in a � eld that 
included world number one 
Rory McIlroy, third-ranked 
Jon Rahm and defending 
champion Dustin Johnson.

‘In Shanghai, I played 
with Kevin Kisner and Billy 
Horschel in the opening two 
rounds and I felt comforta-
ble. I started with a double 

No Mexican fi esta for Bob

Bob MacIntyre in action at the 
WGC-Mexico Championship last 
week. Photograph: Bounce Sports
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Union wants jobs growth 
at BSW following takeover
Corpach sawmill, part of the 
UK’s largest integrated forestry 
and sawmilling business, 
announced last week it had 
been acquired by Leeds-based 
private equity � rm Endless 
LLP.

� e BSW Group, which owns 
the Corpach sawmill, has 
operations across the UK and 
eastern Europe and turns over 
£350 million annually.

� e Corpach sawmill is the 
company’s biggest and one of 
the largest single employers 
in Lochaber. Oliver Stephen, 
manager at the sawmill, said: 
‘� e news is fantastic for BSW, 
our Fort William sawmill and 
its 193 employees.

‘� e site is the largest in 
the UK and plans to improve 
e�  ciency and productivity 
are already under way. We 
will add further value to the 
position in Lochaber by using 
locally-sourced timber that 
is available now or coming to 
maturity in the coming years.

‘� e next phase of growth 
will be exciting for the site and 
all the employees and I   am 

very much looking forward to 
leading it.’

Endless LLP also owns a 
number of other UK-based 
businesses including Menzies 
Distribution and the acqui-
sition of BSW will support 
ambitious future growth plans 
through ‘further expansion of 
its market position’, according 
to the company.

Unite, the union for BSW em-
ployees, wanted to make clear 
this should not include any loss 
of local jobs.

Richard Whyte, Unite region-
al industrial o�  cer, said: ‘Unite 
sees the Corpach plant as the 
jewel in the crown of BSW 
plants and we would hope the 
workforce could grow on the 
back of the plant’s continued 
success. 

We anticipate constructive 
talks with local management 
on the way forward.’

BSW chief executive Tony 
Hackney and chief � nancial of-

� cer Alan Milne will continue 
to lead the group in its future 
growth.

Mr Hackney said they are 
‘excited by the opportunities 
new ownership will bring’ and 
they anticipate rapid growth 
and development.

Aidan Robson, from Endless 
LLP, added: ‘We are delighted 
to have been selected to support 
the acquisition of BSW, a busi-
ness with fantastic prospects 
and one we believe has an 
exciting future. 

‘As the country’s largest tim-
ber producer, BSW plays a crit-
ical role in supporting the UK’s 
commitment to using local and 
sustainable raw materials and 
becoming carbon neutral.

‘We look forward to working 
closely with Tony, Alan and the 
rest of the BSW team to deliver 
continued organic growth and 
further diversi� cation.’

Kate Forbes MSP said: ‘� is 
is good news if it brings more 
business and jobs to Lochaber. 

‘I hope this indicates the 
industry’s con� dence in the 
Lochaber plant.’

MP Ian Blackford added: ‘We 
look forward to BSW being a 
leading player in the industry.’

There was sadness 
in Fort William 
and the wider 
Lochaber area this 
week following 
news of the death 
of well-loved 
priest Monsignor 
Tom Wynne. 
Tributes have been 
paid to Father 
Tom, described as 
an ‘inspirational’ 
priest, by Bishop 
Brian McGee of the 
Diocese of Argyll 
and the Isles and 
Bishop Joseph 
Toal, Bishop of 
Motherwell. Full 
story, page two. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 
The Write Image.

Lochaber mourns for Father Tom
by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

‘The news is fantastic 
for BSW and our Fort 
William sawmill.’
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  Spring 
Weddings 
  2020

Lochaber’s 
young swim 

team stars enjoy 
awards night
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Search 
goes on 
for tourist
Police in Lochaber are 
appealing for information to 
help trace Tomas Gafrik, who 
has been reported missing 
a� er travelling to the area.

� e 40-year-old from 
Slovakia arrived in Scotland 
at Edinburgh Airport on 
Tuesday February 18.

He contacted family in his 
home country on � ursday 
February 20, sending images 
which indicated he had 
spent the previous night 
near the Halfway Lochan 
on Ben Nevis and intended 
to continue to the summit 
that day. He has been out of 
contact since and has now 
been reported missing.

Searches have been ongoing 
on Ben Nevis since Sunday 
February 23, involving 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team and a Coastguard 
helicopter.

Mr Gafrik is described 
as being 1.86m tall and of 
medium build with short 
brown hair. He is believed 
to have been wearing a grey 
jacket and carrying a green 
and yellow rucksack.

Sergeant Michael Bell of 
Fort William Police Station 
said: ‘Tomas has not been in 
contact with his family since 
� ursday and we are growing 
increasingly concerned for 
him.

‘I would ask anyone who 
may have seen him to let 
us know. Call 101, quoting 
incident 2681 of February 23.’

Tributes have been paid to 
one of Lochaber’s most well-
loved clergymen, Monsignor 
� omas Wynne, who died on 
Friday aged 89.

At the time of his death, 
Father Tom, as he was a� ec-
tionately known to everyone, 
was staying with his nephew, 
Deacon Tom Wynne, and his 
wife Sheena, at their home in 
Fort William.

A native of the town, Father 
Tom had retired from the 
church in June 2017 on the 
same day he had celebrated 50 
years in the priesthood.

He died in Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness, a� er a 
short illness. Bishop of the 
Diocese of Argyll, Brian 
McGee, had anointed him the 
evening before he died.

Bishop McGee told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘Monsignor 
� omas Wynne was an inspi-
rational priest and a much-
loved pastor with wonderful 
people skills and a formidable 
work ethic.

‘From the � rst time I met 
him, I was li� ed by his warmth 
and encouragement. Of 
course, I was far from the only 
person who bene� ted from his 
warm personality.

‘He touched countless lives 

all through our diocese. Father 
Tom served as a priest for 60 
years – into his late 80s – and 
even a� er he retired he helped 
out in parishes until a few 
weeks ago.

‘I o� er my grateful thanks 
on behalf of the diocese to 
Deacon Tom Wynne and his 
wife Sheena for the care which 
they, together with their wider 
family, provided to him.’

Sadness
Tribute was also paid by 

Bishop Joseph Toal, currently 
Bishop of Motherwell but 
formerly Bishop of Argyll and 
the Isles, whose home parish is 
St Margaret’s, Roy Bridge.

Bishop Toal said: ‘It was with 

great sadness I heard of the 
death of Monsignor Wynne.  
He was a great priest of the 
Diocese of Argyll and the Isles, 
where he served his parishes 
with great fervour and dedica-
tion. He will be greatly missed.

‘I extend my deepest 
sympathy to the bishop and 
priests of the diocese as well 
as Monsignor Wynne’s family 
who loved him dearly and the 
parishioners of my own home 
parish of St Margaret’s in Roy 
Bridge where he served in his 
latter days.’

Director of the Scottish 
Catholic media o�  ce Peter 
Kearney described Father 
Tom as the ‘quintessential’ 

Highland priest.
He was, said Mr Kearney, 

a ‘man of deep spiritual con-
victions, utterly embedded in 
the communities he served, so 
much a part of the traditions, 
history and culture of the West 
Highlands from a generation 
of gentle caring pastors who 
had time for everyone and 
never forgot a face’.

He added: ‘He grew up in 
Fort William and was at school 
with my dad and my uncles, all 
of whom spoke very fondly of 
him. 

‘� e last time I met him a� er 
mass at St Margaret’s in Roy 
Bridge a few years ago, his 
interest in me and my family 

was humbling. May he rest in 
peace.’

Born in Fort William in 
1930, Father Tom attended St 
Mary’s Primary School in the 
town, followed by secondary 
schooling also in the town and 
then at the junior seminary of  
Blairs College near Aberdeen.

He attended the seminary of 
St Sulpice in Paris and contin-
ued his studies in Rome before 
being ordained at St Mary’s,  
Fort William, on June 15 1957.

� ere followed parishes 
at St Columba’s Cathedral, 
Oban, 1957-1965; St Andrew’s, 
Rothesay, 1965-66; Our Lady 
and St Columba, Kingussie 
1966-1968; St Columba’s 
Cathedral, 1968-1985; St 
Mary’s, Arisaig, 1985-1996 
and St Margaret’s, Roy Bridge, 
1996-2017.

Interviewed in 2017 on his 
retirement, Father Tom told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘I � rst told 
someone I wanted to be a priest 
when I was only about 10 or 11. 
I had served as an altar boy and 
there was nothing I wanted to 
be more than a priest.’

A mass of thanksgiving 
for the repose of the soul of 
Monsignor � omas Wynne 
will take place from St Mary’s 
RC Church, Fort William, to-
morrow (Friday February 28) 
at 11am, followed by interment 
in Cille Choirill Cemetery.

Bishops pay tribute 
to much-loved priest

The late Father Tom Wynne with a copy of his own book, The Forgotten Cameron of the 
‘45: The Life and Times of Alexander Cameron, which was published in 2011.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Commercial Property
Energy Reports • Quantity Surveying • Project Management
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Man dies 
after fall 
from boat
A man pulled from water in 
Kyle of Lochalsh on the a� er-
noon of Tuesday February 18 
was later pronounced dead at 
Broadford Hospital, Skye.

� e man is reported to have 
been working on a marine 
site when he fell from a 
vessel into Loch Alsh, near 
Balmacara slipway, shortly 
before 4pm.

Kyle RNLI lifeboat and a 
Coastguard helicopter were 
also called to the scene to 
help.

Report
Police say they are liaising 

with the relevant authorities 
including the Marine 
Accident Investigation 
Branch to establish the 
circumstances, but the 
death is not being treated as 
suspicious and a report will 
be sent to the procurator 
� scal.

West coast groups are among 
nearly 20 bodies backing an 
ultimatum and threatened 
boycott of Scottish farmed 
salmon unless the govern-
ment con� rms it will intro-
duce measures to protect wild 
salmon and sea trout.

Community groups includ-
ing Friends of Loch Etive 
and Skye Communities for 
Natural Heritage have given 
support to the ultimatum 
issued by Salmon and Trout 
Conservation Scotland 
(STCS).

STCS has accused Scottish 
Government ministers of 
allowing parliamentary 
inquiry reports on salmon 
farming from 2018 to lan-
guish on the shelves without 
taking meaningful action on 
their recommendations.

Andrew Graham-Stewart, 
director of STCS, said: 
‘Unless Scottish ministers 
have con� rmed by Easter 
they are putting in place 
appropriate statutory and/
or regulatory measures to 
protect wild salmon and sea 
trout and that these measures 
will be in place and in force 
by the end of 2020, STCS, 
together with many other 

organisations supporting this 
statement, will call and cam-
paign for a full and complete 
boycott of all Scottish farmed 
salmon products.’

� e ultimatum and poten-
tial boycott are already en-
dorsed and supported by the 
Angling Trust, Community 
of Arran Seabed Trust, 
Craignish Restoration of 
Marine and Coastal Habitat, 
Fairlie Coastal Trust, Friends 
of Loch Etive, Friends of the 
Sound of Jura, Loch Visions, 
North and West District 
Salmon Fishery Board, 
Open Seas, Orkney Trout 
Fishing Association, Save 
Seil Sound, Scottish Creel 
Fishermen’s Federation, 
Scottish Salmon � ink-Tank, 
Sea Change Wester Ross, 

Sealife Adventures, Skye 
Communities for Natural 
Heritage, South Skye Seas 
Initiative and Tay Ghillies 
Association.

Skye Communities for 
Natural Heritage told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘Two 
Scottish Parliament commit-
tees looked in depth at the 
open net salmon farming 
industry, taking input from 
producers, regulators, plan-
ners and objectors.

‘Both committees conclud-
ed things had to change for 
the better across the gamut of 
environment, � sh health and 
pollution, yet nothing of any 
signi� cance has happened in 
almost two years.

‘Worse still, the Scottish 
Government appears hell 

Groups join call for 
farmed salmon boycott

A farmed salmon infested with sea lice. Photograph: Colin Smith.

bent on doubling production 
over the next 10 years. We 
do not even see any signs of 
a willingness to make such 
changes. � ere is nothing but 
talking shops that kick the 
can further down the road.’

Friends of Loch Etive, 
where there are rainbow trout 
farms, said: ‘Two Scottish 
parliamentary committees 
have told the government the 
status quo is not an option, 
but that status quo persists on 
Loch Etive. Most important-
ly, MSPs decided � sh farms 
should not be sited near rivers 
vital for wild salmon, but 
wild salmon smolts, leaving 
the River Awe, arguably the 
best salmon river on the west 
coast mainland, have to pass 
close to no fewer than three 
farms, all within a few kilo-
metres of the river, on their 
way out of Loch Etive.

‘� e MSPs recommended 
there should be immediate 
dialogue to consider relocat-

ing poorly-sited farms, but 
that has not yet happened.’

However, Hamish 
Macdonell, of the Scottish 
Salmon Producers’ 
Organisation, hit back saying: 
‘It is unsurprising these pres-
sure groups, having failed to 
get what they wanted during 
an exhaustive parliamentary 
process which found ‘a lack of 
de� nitive scienti� c evidence’ 
of any link between salmon 
farming and wild � sh num-
bers, are leading this latest 
initiative. Scotland’s farmed 
salmon sector has adopted a 
ra�  of new measures in the 
year since the Rural Economy 
and Connectivity Committee  
report came out, proactively 
publishing more data than 
ever before, more quickly 
than before. Fish health 
and welfare has never been 
a higher priority with sea 
lice levels at their lowest for 
six years and medicine use 
signi� cantly reduced.’

Mains gas plan for Fort 
William appears turned o� 
Any possibility of a mains gas 
supply being brought to Fort 
William has been abandoned.

� e news came from 
Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise’s Lochaber pro-
gramme manager Alastair 
Nicolson, speaking at last 
week’s meeting of Highland 
Council’s Lochaber Area 
Committee.

Mr Nicolson’s comments 
came during discussion of 
a report on the outcome of 
the 2019 public events held 
in connection with Fort 
William’s 2040 initiative.

Research that revealed 68 
per cent of Fort William 
residents were in favour of a 
mains gas supply being in-
stalled in the town triggered a 
2018 feasibility study to assess 
ways in which gas could be 
brought to the town.

� e timing of the study 
was driven by the proposed 

Fort William will not be having a mains gas supply.

opening of a new alloy wheels 
manufacturing plant by 
Liberty British Aluminium 
– now rechristened Alvance 
British Aluminium – at   the 
smelter in Fort William.

But Mr Nicolson told the 
area committee: ‘� e appetite 
for this has disappeared.’ 

Speaking to the Lochaber 

Times this week, Mr Nicolson 
explained the reason for the 
plan now being a non-starter 
was the declaration of a cli-
mate emergency by Highland 
Council. ‘� e declaration of 
the climate emergency has 
greatly reduced the appetite 
for new investment in fossil 
fuel infrastructure,’ he said.

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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A family of four were killed in 
a horri� c road collision on the 
A82 just outside Fort William 
early last � ursday evening.

Parents Gemma and 
Rhys Cousin, aged 26 and 
25 respectively,   and their 
daughters Peyton, three, and 
Heidi, one, who were from 
the Inverness area, all died 
as result of the accident near 
Torlundy.

A statement was issued by 
their extended family through 
Police Scotland.

� ey said: ‘Both families are 
heartbroken by the tragic loss 
of Gemma, Rhys, Peyton and 
Heidi.

‘� ey were a young family 
with so much to look forward 
to. To have their lives cut 
short so suddenly and in 
such circumstances is utterly 
devastating.

‘As a young couple, Gemma 
and Rhys worked really hard 
to provide a loving, secure 

and safe home and family life 
for their girls, who they were 
totally devoted to. � ey were 
known by many with both 
families being extended and 
their loss will be felt far and 
wide.

‘Due to the horri� c cir-
cumstances, we would like to 

thank the emergency services 
and everyone who was in-
volved on the night. We would 
also like to thank everyone for 
the support we continue to 
receive. As a family, we now 
respectfully ask that we are 
given the time and privacy to 
grieve and to come to terms 

with the loss of Rhys, Gemma, 
Peyton and Heidi.’

� e family was travelling 
northbound in a green 
Mini Cooper on the A82 at 
Torlundy when the collision 
happened around 5.30pm on 
� ursday February 20.

� e other car involved 

was a red Ford Fiesta. � e 
56-year-old woman who was 
driving su� ered serious but 
non-life-threatening injuries.

A police investigation to 
establish the full circum-
stances is ongoing.  Anyone 
with information which has 
not yet been passed to police 
is asked to come forward. 
� is includes if you had seen 
either vehicle involved on the 
road before the collision or 
if you have dashcam footage 
which may be of use.  Please 
call 101, quoting incident 2942 
of February 20. � e A82 was 
closed for more than 11 hours 
following the accident.

Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch MSP Kate Forbes 
said: ‘� ere are no words to 
express my sadness at this 
news. I’m sure many friends 
and family members are 
numb with shock and grief 
and my thoughts are with 
them.’

Shock and sadness as 
family of four killed

Rhys and Gemma, left, and their daughters Peyton and Heidi died in the accident.

Arisaig 
WI holds 
meeting
Arisaig Women’s Institute 
held its February meeting 
earlier this month when the 
speakers were Esther Briars 
and Kathy Connelly from 
Lochaber Sensory Care 
(LSC).

� ere was a demonstration 
of gadgets which help people 
in their everyday lives and 
an interesting discussion. 
Funding is becoming limited 
for LSC and fundraising 
events are to be held locally.

Refreshments were enjoyed 
and a ra�  e was drawn with 
Barbara Collins winning.

Competition winners:  
Sensory object – 1 Anne 
Cameron; 2 June Cairns; 3 
Vera MacDonald; 4 Yvonne 
MacDonald. Mystery 
object – 1 Ann Lamont; 2 
Yvonne MacDonald; 3 Vera 
MacDonald; 4 June Cairns; 5 
Anne Cameron.

� e next meeting will 
be on � ursday March 19 
when there will be a visit to 
Arisaig House for a cookery 
demonstration.

Reducing amount of grass 
verge cutting still an issue

Leaving verges uncut would bene� t the environment, said a councillor.

� e issue of whether many 
grass verges should be le�  
uncut by Highland Council 
workers to bene� t wildlife 
and help tackle climate 
change   surfaced again,   this 
time at the local authority’s 
Lochaber Area Committee 
last week.

� e topic was raised dur-
ing a discussion about the 
council’s under-pressure 

roads budget for the coming 
� nancial year.

Committee member Coun-
cillor Denis Rixson, Caol and 
Mallaig, said when it came to 
saving money, community 
councils o� en suggested  
a number of grass verges 
should be le�  uncut.

‘A lot of people, from an en-
vironmental perspective, are 
arguing for less of that – verge 

cutting – to be done,’ he said. 
Council roads operations 
manager Richard Porteous 
explained the protection of bi-
odiversity was something the 
local authority was conscious 
of when it came to verge cut-
ting. ‘We have been mapping 
out verges to make sure we can 
leave certain areas alone if we 
can from a road safety point of 
view,’ he said.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
YOURSELF!
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Councillors give green light 
to active travel aspirations
New plans to improve active 
travel routes for Fort William 
residents were approved   by 
Lochaber councillors last 
week, although funding for 
the aspirational schemes have 
still to be identi� ed.

� e   report presented 
councillors with the updated 
Fort William Active Travel 
Masterplan, which identi� es 
speci� c interventions - im-
provements, for example 
maintenance of a bridge, 
needed to make a route phys-
ically feasible - and estimated 
costs to improve active travel 
routes in and around the 
town.

� ese have identi� ed pri-
oritised action plans in each 
location which will serve as a 
framework for future invest-
ment and new development.

� e identi� cation of active 
travel networks enables a 
broad range of users, includ-
ing those who walk, wheel or 
cycle.

Members were asked to 
note the recent policies that 
identify walking, wheeling 
and cycling at the top of 
the sustainable transport 
hierarchy. 

� ey also approved the use 
of the Fort William Active 

Travel Masterplan as a 
material consideration when 
dealing with development 
proposals and as a supporting 
document for funding bids.

� ey also agreed to del-
egate Highland Council’s 
chief executive o�  cer for 
infrastructure and environ-
ment to liaise with other 
bodies, including Transport 
Scotland, to identify funding 
opportunities and a delivery 
programme to target early 
improvements across the 
Fort William active travel 
network.

� e Scottish Government’s 
Climate Change Plan re-
port of 2018 highlights its 
commitment to building an 
active nation and has doubled 

its active travel spend since 
2018/19.

Richard Gerring, trans-
port planning manager at 
Highland Council, said: ‘� e 
approval by the committee 
means there is now a strat-
egy in place to enable the 
council, Transport Scotland 
and others to take forward 
the adopted sustainable 
transport hierarchy now 
adopted within the National 
Transport Strategy.’

Mr Gerring also stated a 
funding gap exists to provide 
any of the interventions sug-
gested as being needed.

Fort William’s identi� ed 
Active Travel Network con-
sists of seven key routes and 
the report identi� es speci� c 
interventions and estimated 
costs to improve these routes 
for pedestrians and cyclists.

Route 1 – Fort William Spine 
Route (£3,768,214); Route 
2 – Torlundy Spur (£115,092); 
Route 3 – Retail Park Links 
(£401,264); Route 4 – College 
Link (£380,160); Route 5 – 
Caol Links (£962,041); Route 
6 – Upper Achintore Links 
(£844,632);  Route 7 – Outer 
Orbital Route: A82 and A833 
(£7,171,668). 

All � gures are estimates.

Councillors have been 
warned if any signs of com-
munity disharmony surface 
over the � nal report into 
options for a possible bridge 
or tunnel to replace the exist-
ing Corran Ferry, the project 
could be put at risk.

� at was a concern from 
Highland Council transport 
planning manager Richard 
Gerring at � ursday’s 
Lochaber Area Committee 
meeting.

� e deadline is looming for  
the � nal report to be con-
sidered for inclusion in the 
Strategic Transport Projects 
Review (STPR2)  and the fear 
is if the deadline were missed, 
for whatever reason, the pro-
ject might not get a chance 
to be considered for possibly 
another 20 years.

� e study aims to establish 

whether a � xed link across 
the Corran Narrows can 
feasibly be delivered at an ac-
ceptable cost when compared 
to a ferry crossing.

Members heard that, while 
at this stage there is no 
statutory obligation to notify 
potential neighbours, 178 
properties had been identi-
� ed, with 175 able to be sent 

noti� cation about the report 
coming before the meeting.

Mr Gerring added: ‘� at le�  
175 properties noti� ed, from 
which I got one email from one 
person who had received the 
letter.’

Lochaber councillors agreed 
the consultants’ report needs 
to be pressed on with without 
any time being wasted or it 

faces the danger of missing 
the deadline for inclusion in 
the next 20-year cycle of major 
public infrastructure projects 
in Scotland.

On the issue of public con-
sultation over the options, 
committee chairman Allan 
Henderson admitted the time 
frame to pull all the required 
information together to get 

the project submitted for 
inclusion in the STRP was 
very short.

‘If we don’t get this into STPR 
it could well be 20 or even 30 
years before we had another 
chance,’ he cautioned.

Consultants have identi-
� ed � ve potential � x point 
crossings - three bridge sites 
and one tunnel location. 
Mr Gerring said some of 
the factors to be taken into 
account included the fact 
the Corran Narrows were an 
active shipping lane and had 
a fast-� owing tide.

On a possible tunnel, he said 
the good news was there was 
not any kind of ‘showstopper’ 
of a problem in terms of 
guidance over a � xed link. 
If a low-level crossing was 
chosen, it would need to be 
able to open to allow vessels 
to pass. A high-level bridge 
would mean the approaches 

being set further back, giving 
possible rise to land owner-
ship and cost issues.

Councillors heard there had 
been no time for fresh com-
munity engagement on the 
options, with the consultants 
relying on previous engage-
ments and reports.

But Mr Gerring warned: ‘If 
we get to the next stage, I have 
to � ag up my concern that if 
there is any disharmony in 
the community over wanting 
this infrastructure, that 
brings a risk to the project.

‘So I’m hoping when the 
� nal report comes into the 
public domain, we will be 
able to gather more evidence 
of the community lending its 
support.’

Councillors agreed the � nal 
consultants’ report should 
be submitted to Transport 
Scotland at the earliest 
opportunity.

Urgency to ensure Corran 
Narrows report is on time

The ferry that plies the Corran Narrows is as a vital service for communities.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER
Are you involved in tourism? 
If you live in Lochaber, there’s 
a strong chance the answer is 
‘yes’.

A large number of Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce 
member businesses work 
in the tourism industry 
whether in accommodation, 
hospitality, activities or 
attractions.

As we know, tourism is 
booming in the Highlands 
but are we all working 
together to give visitors the 
best experience to encourage 
them to stay longer, do more 
and come back?

When you are busy running 
your business, it’s not easy 
to take time out to connect 
with others in the industry. 
It’s time-consuming but can 
make all the di� erence to 
your business. Whether you 
are an accommodation pro-
vider looking for up-to-date 
information on activities 
for your guests or you run 
an activity business and you 
want to let accommodation 
providers know what is on 
o� er, it’s vital to make those 
connections.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce is here to make it 
easier. We are hosting the � rst 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Rev Sandy Stoddart.

Claims of poor public trans-
port links in South Lochaber 
have been voiced again, this 
time at last week’s meeting of 
Highland Council’s Lochaber 
Area Committee.

South Lochaber 
Community Company 
(SLCC)   has been looking at 
re-introducing a former min-
ibus service, which stopped 
operating several years ago, 
to link people with scheduled 
bus services in the area.

At the area committee, a 
representative from one of 
the community councils 
attending to hear an item 
about the Fort William 2040 
strategic vision initiative was 
Rev Sandy Stoddart, chair-
man of Duror and Kentallen 
Community Council.  He 
told the meeting the various 
elements of the initiative were 
centred on Fort William and 
did not head much further 

south. ‘If this improves Fort 
William, that’s fantastic but 
some people have got very 
poor access to Fort William,’ 
he said. ‘Buses going through 
our area are relatively rare 
and it is something that needs 
attention.’

Rev Stoddart told the 
Lochaber Times, in his 
role as chairman of Duror 
and Kentallen Community 
Council, he was aware public 
transport was a great concern 

in his area. ‘Many elderly 
people are concerned about 
the practicality of staying 
in their home if they are no 
longer able to drive and some 
have moved out of this area 
for just that reason,’ he said.

‘We hope to attract young 
families to the area but not 
only will they have to have a 
car, they may need two cars 
if one parent sets o�  early to 
work by car before children 
are needing transported to 
school.

‘People needing to travel to 
work or study will � nd this 
very di�  cult, time consum-
ing or impossible without a 
car. Hospital appointments 
are, again, di�  cult or impos-
sible without a car.

‘All this is in the context of 
pressure to reduce emissions 
and Fort William is some-
times almost gridlocked with 
more cars than it can cope 
with.   It’s easy to say public 
transport isn’t supported but 
it has to provide what people 

really need for that to happen. 
If car use is to be discouraged, 
meaningful public transport 
infrastructure has to be in 
place � rst.

‘With limited resources 
and competing demands 
the Highland Council must 
have a di�  cult time deciding 
what to prioritise. Perhaps 
the Scottish Government 
needs to make this part of its 
climate emergency spending 
in rural areas as well as cities.’

A SLCC spokesperson told 
the Lochaber Times, it is in 
the process of converting the 
community company into 
a charitable incorporated 
organisation (SCIO) with a 
view to running a minibus. 
‘� e cost is £25,000 a year, but 
Highland Council has only 
been able to give us £6,000. 
However, we got £4,500 
from the Kinlochleven 
Community Bene� t Trust. 
� e aim is to have the mini-
bus on the road in April,’ he 
said.

Concerns over South Lochaber 
public transport links continue

Outdoor Capital of the UK 
Activities and Attractions 
Expo in the Nevis Centre on 
March 23 where local activ-
ity and attraction businesses 
are invited to take a stand to 
promote what they do to an 
audience of accommodation 
providers in a simple, one-
stop shop and others who are 
interested. It is great for us 
all to know what’s available 
on our doorstep.

A stand at the expo costs 
just £50 for non-Chamber 
members and £20 for 
Chamber members so it’s 
well worth joining up for 
the discount. It’s free for 
accommodation providers 
and others to come along 
and � nd out about the range 
of activities on o� er.

Promote your business, 
make valuable connections 
and get set for a great season.

Register your interest by 
calling us on 01397 705765. 

Find our event on Facebook, 
eventbrite or www.lochaber-
chamber.co.uk.

All units, appliances, sink & tap, laminate worktops, 
glass splashback & shelves included.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

**

*

Price includes fitting subject to survey.
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 Thursday February 27: 
Lochaber Music for All 
presents Palisander recorder 
consort. St Andrew’s Church 
Hall, Fort William, 7.30pm. 
Tickets at the door.
 Sunday March 1: A quartet 
of musicians from Scottish 
Opera will perform music 
relating to the First World 
War at 3pm in St Mary's 
Church, Arisaig. The event 
included singers Fiona 
MacDonald and Patrick 
Mundy.
 Monday March 2: Lochaber 
Ladies will be gathering 
at 7.15pm at the Montrose 
Centre, Inverlochy, for their 
monthly meeting when the 
guest speaker will be Gladys 
Johnstone.
 Tuesday March 3: Fort 
William Accordion and 
Fiddle Club present a mu-
sical evening from 7.30pm. 
Guest artists will be the Alan 
Gardiner Trio. Railway Club, 
Inverlochy. Admission £5. 
Tea and ra�  e.
 Thursday March 5: 
Lochaber Local History 
Society sees former GP 
Michael Foxley speaking on 
‘Working with Communities 
as a Councillor’. Ben Nevis 
Hotel, Fort William, 7pm.

WHAT’S ON

Nevis Landscape Partnership 
(NLP), in collaboration with 
Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG) and Shiel Buses, 
have been awarded funding 
from Paths for All’s Smarter 
Choices, Smarter Places 
Open Fund to trial a new 
regular bus service from the 
centre of Fort William along 
Glen Nevis.

� is pilot project was devel-
oped in an e� ort to reduce the 
ever-increasing congestion in 
Glen Nevis, particularly dur-
ing the summer season when 
more than 400,000 people 
visit the glen.

� e current ‘drive, photo, 
leave’ phenomenon a� ecting 
many ‘honeypot’ locations 
in Scotland increases the use 
of private cars and vehicles 
and overwhelms the available 
parking.

� is leads to environ-
mentally damaging issues, 
including verge erosion 
and harmful pollution, and 
o� en makes a visit to the glen 
stressful, devaluing the Glen 
Nevis experience.

By contrast, this new bus 
service, running hourly 
seven days a week from May 
to October, will provide 
opportunities for everyone 

to experience Glen Nevis in 
a sustainable and low impact 
way. It will stop at points of 
interest giving visitors the 
opportunity to explore the 
glen on one ticket, providing 
a slower, more immersive 
experience. Passengers will 
be able to sit back and admire 
the views or participate in 
numerous walks along the 
glen and, even better, take 

their dogs. � e � rst service 
will leave  Fort William 
Middle Street at 7.30am 
and continue into the early 
evening with the last service 
leaving the Lower Falls car 
park at 6pm for those wishing 
to take it slow or embark on 
more adventurous activities.

� e reliability and fre-
quency of the service will 
eliminate the pressure of 
‘clock-watching’ the car and 
visitors will have greater 
� exibility in hop-o�  locations 
than the current service 
provides.

Kate Willis, environmental 
development o�  cer for LEG, 
commented: ‘We need to sig-
ni� cantly reduce our carbon 
emissions and this project 
provides the opportunity to 
do this by making it easier 
to hop on a bus rather than 
getting in a car. We hope 
residents of Fort William 
will take advantage of the bus 

service to access Glen Nevis 
and thank Smarter Choices 
Smarter Places for funding 
the pilot and NLP and Shiel 
Buses for working with us to 
deliver the service.’

Fort William residents can 
also take advantage of a con-
cessionary fare with a smart 
card, which it is hoped will 
encourage more residents 
to sustainably explore the 
natural wilderness on their 
doorstep, without battling 
through crowds to � nd a 
parking space.

Patricia Jordan, a member 
of Fort William, Inverlochy 
and Torlundy Community 
Council, said: ‘� e new bus 
service is very much needed 
to ease congestion in the glen. 
I congratulate NLP, LEG and 
Shiel Buses on securing this 
funding.’

� e bus will run daily from 
Monday May 4 until Sunday 
October 4.

New Glen Nevis bus 
service coming soon

A Shiel Buses vehicle in Glen Nevis.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

 

LOOKING TO GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS?   
The Business Gateway Local Growth 
Accelerator Programme may be able to 
provide additional support to help your 
business grow.  
Support available can include: 

 Specialist advice  
(HR, Marketing, Tendering, e-Commerce) 

 Funding  
(for tools, equipment, training, employees or 
marketing) 

To find out more about eligibility please 
contact the Business Gateway team.  

 01546 604555  
  business.grants@argyll-bute.gov.uk  
  www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/bglgap 

The funding support provided through Business 
Gateway gave us the incentive to proceed with 

the investment required to purchase our micro-still and 
grow our business. Thanks to their support, we are looking 
forward to increasing and diversifying our product range.  
Jamie Munro, Whitetail Spirits 

Business Gateway have signposted us to 
funding opportunities that have allowed us to 

significantly invest in our manufacturing facility and 
thereby expand our product range, both of which have 
contributed to our success over the last two years  
Gavin Purdie, Purdie’s of Argyll 
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by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

Detailed plans for 50 luxury 
cabins to be built close to 
the Nevis Range resort were 
released last week ahead of 
developers seeking planning 
permission from Highland 
Council.

While not opposing the 
development, as it will create 
60 full-time jobs on site and 
around the community, three 
community councils had 
raised several concerns at a 
recent meeting.

Representatives from 
Kilmallie and Ardgour 
attended the Fort William, 
Inverlochy and Torlundy 
Community Council 
(FITCC) meeting to discuss 
the proposal.

FITCC chairman Alex 
Farquhar said: ‘� ere was a 
strong consensus which boils 
down to getting the roads 
sorted out so people can slow 

Concerns over community 
benefi t of £12m development

The cabins are designed 
to � t in with the natural 
landscape and are expect-
ed to be priced towards the 
higher end of the tourist 
market. Photograph: Forest Holidays

down to turn into the access 
road;  the creation of a cycling 
network and the quality of 
jobs on o� er.

‘A big part of this holiday 
development is that they want 
people to get around by bike. 
Cycling is an important issue, 
especially in the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK, and we 
need to be encouraging more 
people to get on bikes as 

opposed to cars. � is would 
be much easier if we had more 
user-friendly cycle paths 
throughout Fort William.

‘We are suggesting they 
make it easier for people to 
get around as the signs at 
the moment are not up to 
standard. I passed two people 
cycling next to a cycle path 
on the bypass the other day 
because they didn’t know it 

was there. While there are 
quite a few jobs along with 
the development, we are 
concerned as to what quality 
these jobs will be other than 
a few higher paid managerial 
positions.’

Forest Holidays is a long-
term partner of Forest and 
Land Scotland that operates 
‘eco-sensitive’ cabins across 
the UK. It has two locations 

in Scotland, both in the Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park. Both have 
around 40 luxury cabins, 
complete with hot tubs, and 
o� er family-friendly activi-
ties on site including survival 
and nocturnal adventures.

� e Leanachan Forest 
location would be minutes 
from Nevis Range with snow-
sports, hiking and summer 
mountain biking available, as 
well as plans for a zip wire.

� is proposal is expected 
to bring an investment of 
£12 million into the tourism 
economy and each of the 50 
cabins is expected to generate 
£30,000 in annual visitor 
spend in the surrounding 
area.

A Forestry and Land 
Scotland spokesperson 
said: ‘We are delighted the 
Forest Holidays proposals 
have reached this important 
milestone. � e cabin location 
forms part of Forestry and 
Land Scotland’s 20-year, 
£25 million Nevis Forest 
masterplan.

‘� e scheme is now with the 
Highland Council and those 
interested in � nding out 
more details can access all of 
the information through the 
formal planning process.’

Andrew Brook, planning 
and environment manager 
for Forest Holidays, said: 
‘� rough our partnership 
with Forestry and Land 
Scotland, we aim to help 
deliver the Nevis Forest 
masterplan and are con� dent 
these proposals will help to 
maximise the area’s economic 
potential by increasing the 
number of visitors and en-
courage them to stay longer.’

FREE, PERSONALISED  
ADVICE. DAY OR NIGHT,  
ONLINE 24/7.
www.stepchange.org/online
The UK’s leading debt charity can 
help you take control of your money. 
Use our online advice service and 
debt solutions.

©2020 Foundation for Credit Counselling t/as StepChange Debt Charity Scotland and StepChange Debt Charity. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Registered charity no. 1016630 and SC046263.

Oban Times & West Highland Times – H160xW250mm
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Having recently spent two days in 
a room with 100 18 to 23-year-olds, 
I’m still in a state of shock, but not 
for the reasons you might imagine.

Highlands and Islands Students’ 
Association chose ‘climate’ and 
‘sustainability’ as themes for their 
conference and, over the course 
of two days, we debated several 
aspects of the situation.

I’m sorry to report any expec-
tation we might have had that 
this age group understands the 
problem, are making the necessary 
changes and will soon be leading 
the way in turning around our lack 
of action was not borne out in that 
room.

I took the bus to Inverness with 
some trepidation, since I was likely 
to be at least twice the age of most 
attendees, but determined to watch 
and listen to my new cohort.

� e group discussed all manner 
of issues related to their studies in-
cluding access to support, virtual 

classrooms, online submissions, 
the cost of accommodation, trans-
port and the Inverness canteen.

Proposals were made, debated 
and voted on covering policies 
which might be adopted and ac-
tions that could be taken.

Unfortunately, when it came to 
discussing climate-related issues 
I was surprised and disappointed 
by their general lack of knowledge 
and extreme reluctance to act.

Of proposals submitted about ac-
tions which could be taken to help 
mitigate the problem, the one with 
the greatest potential for impact 
was banning beef on university 
premises.

An Our World in Data graph 

had been circulating, www.
ourworldindata.org/food-choice-
vs-eating-local, which showed 
that of the top 29 food products 
eaten worldwide, beef has by far 
the greatest negative impact on the 
climate.

We might not need to become 
vegan or even vegetarian if we 
drastically reduce the production 
of mass-produced, factory-farmed 
beef.

Having watered down the pro-
posal from banning beef products 
in university canteens to a token 
‘meat-free Mondays’, we took a 
vote. 

� is proposal came 12th out of 
12. � at wouldn’t necessarily be a 

problem if the other 11 proposals 
were far reaching and ambitious, 
but they weren’t. � ey included 
asking the university to install 
more recycling bins. Really…

� e Youth Strike for Climate ac-
tivists, who in my humble opinion 
are doing a fantastic job of raising 
awareness, always read a particular 
statement at their events.

During one in Fort William 
last year, I positively squirmed 
when Holly Gillibrand, Lochaber 
teenage school climate striker and 
activist, outlined how those adults 
of my approximate age have failed 
dismally to get to grips with the 
situation.

I was somewhat put out by the 
way I was castigated for having 
done so little, but they have a fair 
point as we now know the oil and 
gas industry started discussing the 
likely outcome of their activities at 
around the time I was born. 

� ere was a great deal of vitriol in 

the room about governments and 
big business not making radical 
decisions to dramatically change 
direction and make meaningful 
progress, but these students weren’t 
willing to do the same themselves.

� ey all wanted someone else to 
� x the problem. 

‘� ere was lots of well-meaning 
talk about people doing as much 
as they feel they can, and everyone 
needing to accommodate change 
within their lives, but that’s what 
we’ve been doing for the past 40 
years.

I sat silently applauding when one 
brave soul stood and said: ‘What is 
it about the word “emergency” that 
you don’t understand?’

To borrow Greta � unberg’s 
analogy – your house is burning 
and you can’t be bothered to 
throw one bucket of water onto the 
� ames. 

In 20 years, don’t blame the 
adults for not having done enough.

Don’t be fooled into thinking young 
people of today have all the answers

Atlantic Views
JOANNE MATHESON
fort@obantimes.co.uk

people of today have all the answers
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Organisers have hailed this 
year's Fort William Mountain 
Festival (FWMF) as the best 
attended they have had with 
up to 2,000 people going to 
events.

� e 16th annual FWMF 
began with an energetic 
launch party which saw 
runners coming from Nevis 
Range pass a baton to West 
Highland Wheelers and a 
performance from FlameOZ 
with � re juggling in the 

Mountain festival hits new heights
Photographer Colin Prior is presented with the Excellence 
in Mountain Culture Award by Julia Stoddart of sponsor 
Jahama Highland Estates. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

A performance by FlameOZ helped to open the festival in 
front of the Nevis Centre. Photograph: Abrightside Photography

Climbing instructor Tim Miller is presented with the Youth 
Award in Mountain Culture by West Highland College 
principal Lydia Rhomer. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

pouring rain. Four days of 
fringe workshops and o�  cial 
evening events followed in 
everything related to moun-
tain culture.

Rod Pashley, chairman 
of the Highland Mountain 
Culture Association which 
runs the festival said: ‘In this 
area, people use the moun-
tains for their livelihood 
as well as recreation. � e 
festival is a celebration of how 
the natural environment is 
enjoyed by people.

‘We had two events where 
the main theatre in the 

Nevis Centre was full - the 
Mountaineering Night with 
Nims Purja on Saturday and 
the Ban�  Film Festival night 
on Sunday. Lots of other 
events were not quite full, but 
had very few empty seats.

Events
‘We have not o�  cially 

counted all the tickets yet, but 
we could give a comfortable 
estimate of between 1,500 
to 2,000 people involved in 
events across the festival.

‘Everyone who organises the 
festival is a volunteer and very 
passionate about creating it 

but it is an awful lot of work. 
We would not be able to do it 
without phenomenal support 
and those who help out.’

A new addition to the festi-
val this year were the Secret 
Sessions hosted at the � ree 
Wise Monkeys climbing cen-
tre where attendees got a sur-
prise talk from international 
mountain guide Rob Smith, 
adventurer Bob Shepton and 
Rich Mitchell, who was part 
of the pair that set the record 
for circumnavigating the UK 
in a rowing boat.

Mr Pashley added: ‘We will 

be continuing these sessions 
into next year as they led 
nicely into the evening events 
and people really enjoyed the 
ones they attended.’

� e � nal event of the festival 
was the Family Adventure 
Film Screening on Sunday af-
ternoon, a free event with all 
donations going towards the 
o�  cial festival charity, Search 
and Rescue Dog Association 
(Scotland).

Awards were given to 
renowned landscape 
photographer Colin Prior 
and 23-year-old mountain 

instructor Tim Miller for 
services to mountain culture.

A review of the festival's 
Polar Night, looking at envi-
ronmental issues and life in 
Antarctica, can be found on 
the FWMF website.

Organisers thanked all the 
sponsors, speakers, attendees 
and volunteers that made the 
festival run as well as it did.

� e � rst meeting to or-
ganise next year’s festival 
will be held in April and 
FWMF 2021 will run from 
Wednesday February 17 to 
Sunday February 21.

For the past four years, 
Hamish Meryon has been 
delivering the goods with his 
A2B Courier Service, Oban, 
winning praise from custom-
ers along the way.

� e business has grown from 
one man with his van to seven 
vehicles and nine employees.

Hamish spotted a gap in the 
market in the West Highlands 
for a smaller, more personal, 
24/7 service than all the big 
names are currently o� ering.

Hamish, who learned his 
courier and logistic skills 
working for other businesses 
such as Oban Express, said: ‘I 
started o�  with one contract 

run and gradually built it up 
from there. It was just me 
when I started working out 
of my back porch. Now, we 
are down to Glasgow six days 
a week and we are currently 
doing one run a month down 
to England.’

While the company has 
grown in size, it has kept its 
nimbleness. If the demand is 
there, Hamish said that the 
whole business can rotate in 
a day.

Hamish and his team have 
three small parcel vans, a 
LWB, hi-roof Ford Transit 
Custom, two LWB hi-roof 
VW/Mercedes parcel vans 

each with a 4.3m payload and 
the � eet’s latest addition: a tail 
li�  Luton Box-van.

A2B operates day and night 
from the old Tweed Mill yard 
on Soroba Road, where it has 
been based for almost a year 
a� er outgrowing its previ-
ous location at Glengallan 
Industrial Estate.

While its based in Oban, 
A2B operates throughout 
Central Scotland, Argyll and 
the Highlands, and is availa-
ble for contract courier work, 
inter-branch stock transfers 
for businesses, and one-o�  
or regular store upli� s, and 
light removals for both the 

It has to be A2B! commercial and domestic 
markets.

A2B is fully-insured with 
hire and reward, public liabil-
ity, and goods in transit cover 
backed by reliable, profession-
al and experienced sta� .

But don’t just take their word 
for it: this is what satis� ed 
customers have to say: ‘What 
an amazing team at A2B. I 
needed an item delivered be-
fore going away for the week-
end. � ey responded straight 
away with a full update on 
the status of my parcel. What 
an excellent service; other 
companies should be learning 
from this great team.’

‘Great friendly service. Show 
up on time, do what they say, 
and I’ll be using them again.’

‘A2B did work at pretty short 
notice. � ey also picked up an 
extra, unarranged item, which 
was great. 

‘� e service team replying 
to messages were also quick, 
polite, and helpful. Highly 
recommended.’
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A new BBC ALBA documen-
tary tells the inspirational 
story of a Hebridean com-
munity’s vision to build a 
world-class visitor centre to 
celebrate the history of St 
Kilda.

In 2009, four public bodies 
and the National Trust for 
Scotland promoted a compe-
tition to create and locate a 
heritage centre in the Hebrides 
which would celebrate the hu-
man and natural environment 
of St Kilda.

� e � nal decision was unan-
imous.   � eir preferred main 
site was in Uig, on Lewis, on a 
cli�  edge where an abandoned 
radar station once kept an eye 
on the western approaches.

Capital funding required was 
not forthcoming, however, and 
the arduous task of developing 
the project was le�  to a com-

mittee, which has stuck with 
the task.

� e National Lottery, also 
reluctant to invest in a project 
which was literally ‘on the 
edge’, encouraged a phased ap-
proach which Ionad Hiort Ltd 
(� e St Kilda Centre company) 
adopted.

Planning approval has been 
secured for the � rst phase – A 
Chiad Cheum – costed at 
around £2 million. If this is 
successful, further phases will 
follow.

Producer Calum Angus 
Mackay, of Mast-Ard 
Studio, which directed the 
programme Oir an Dòchais – 
Edge of Hope – for BBC ALBA, 
said: ‘� eir plans are hugely 
ambitious. A total price tag 
in the region of £5.5 million, 
with a world-leading architect 
delivering a concept that will 
bring great opportunities 
to remote villages that have 
struggled with depopulation 

and a changing demographic. 
� e documentary follows the 
creative everyday challenges 
one community faces at a time 
when public funding does not 
always favour those living on 
the very edge of Europe.

‘� e determination shown 
by the people of Uig in trying 
to create an iconic landmark 
is a real human story worth 
following.’

� e new centre is being 
designed by multi-award-win-
ning Norwegian architect 
Reiulf Ramstad, who shares his 
vision for the project.

He has designed numerous 
groundbreaking structures 
and buildings across Europe 
including � e Whale Visitor 
Centre and Trollstigen Visitor 
Centre in Norway. � e Scottish 
architects supporting this am-

bitious design are Dualchas, 
based in Skye and Glasgow.

Ramstad draws from nature 
for the design and appreciates 
the unique qualities of St Kilda, 
a Unesco World Heritage Site. 
Since childhood he has held a 
passion for maps and his � rst 
visit to the Uig site in Lewis 
was, in his own words, ‘like 
entering dreamtime’.

His designs have taken inspi-
ration from the archaeology 
of Celtic brochs. Also, while 
considering a modern interior 
of the building concept, he 
said: 'We proposed an interior 
space as a kind of lens, where 
the distant silhouette of St 
Kilda would project itself onto 
a large glass window.'

Iain Buchanan, chairman 
and director of Ionad Hiort 
Limited, a cro� er who lives 
in Mangersta, close to the 
proposed site, also features in 
the programme.

He has led the campaign over 

the past 10 years. He said: ‘Like 
many in the district of Uig, I’d 
like to see an ambitious and 
bold development plan that 
can shape the next generation’s 
future.

‘I believe passionately in the 
concept designs for � e St 
Kilda Centre, but I also realise 
this project was never going to 
be straightforward.’

Australian-born composer 
and musician Jessica Danz 
produced the highly evocative 
piano and vocal soundtrack 
for the programme, which 
was inspired by the emigration 
story of 36 St Kildans who le�  
the islands bound for South 
Australia in 1852. 

Only half of them survived 
the journey.

Ionad Hiort – Oir an 
Dòchais/St Kilda Centre – 
Edge of Hope is on BBC ALBA 
on Tuesday March 3 at 9pm 
and will also be available on 
the BBC ALBA iPlayer.

TV documentary on community's 
vision for centre celebrating St Kilda

The concept design for the new visitor centre.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

WHAT'S ON CORRAN HALLS LIKE US on Facebook

Scottish Incorporated Charitable Organisation No. SC047545

SAT FEB 

29
BON GIOVI
Doors 7.00pm, Starts 7.30pm 
Tickets: £19.00 
+ £1 Booking Fee
Get your tickets online at Ent24 tickets.

FEBRUARY

Corran Halls, Oban    

MARCH

WEDDINGS AND 
CELEBRATIONS EVENT
SUN MAR 

29
We have an exciting range of exhibitors at 
our stunning Corran Halls venue. Prosecco on 
arrival, wine tasting and a gift bag bursting 
with goodies for all attendees.
Come along and enjoy this very special 
occasion to help plan yours!
12pm - 4pm

FREE EVENT

SAT MAR 

07
STIRLING 
ORCHESTRA 
CONCERT

Tickets: Adults £10 Concession £8 Students £5 Child £2

SAT APR 

25
Oban & Lorn Strathspey & Reel 
Society present  

76TH FIDDLERS’ 
RALLY CONCERT

Doors 7.00pm, Starts 7.30pm 
Tickets: Adults £10, Concession £9, Family £26

APRIL

JUNE
FRI JUN 

26 GARY MEIKLE 
COMEDY SHOW

Surreal! 2020 UK TOUR 
Starts 8.00pm Tickets: £16 + £1 booking fee.

SAT JUL 

25 IRELAND! 
THE SHOW

Doors 7.00pm, Starts 7.30pm 
Tickets: £25, Reserved seating

JULY

SAT SEP 

05 HOTEL 
CALIFORNIA

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Doors 7.30pm, Starts 8.00pm 
Tickets: £20 + booking fee

ONLINE TICKET SALES ONLY www.eventbrite.com

SAT OCT 

10
LIVE/WIRE 
THE AC/DC 
SHOW

Doors 7.00pm, Starts 7.30pm 
Tickets: £17.50 +£1 booking fee Standing Show

visit liveArgyll.co.uk  

Tickets available in person from 
The Corran Halls, 
54 The Esplanade, Oban PA34 5AB or 
telephone 01631 567 333

Starts 7pm
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A 

new tourist attraction on 
Skye marking mountaineer-
ing history is to be created 
a� er a community heritage 
group reached its £117,000 
fundraising target.

A bronze sculpture will 
now be commissioned and 
erected at Sligachan, against 
the backdrop of the Cuillin 
Mountains, paying tribute 
to two renowned mountain-
eering � gures – Professor 
Norman Collie and John 
Mackenzie.

Credited with creating 
many of the routes across the 
Cuillin range, the pair are 
considered pioneers. John 
Mackenzie was from the 
cro� ing village of Sconser 
and began climbing the 
Cuillin range aged 10 and 
went on to become the � rst 
native Scot to become a pro-
fessional mountain guide.

John met Professor Collie, 
an internationally renowned 
scientist and mountain ex-
pert, on Skye and they formed 
a climbing partnership and 
friendship that spanned more 
than half a century.

� e heritage group has 
already raised £200,000 to 
complete the � rst stage of 
the project, which included 
the formation of a 21-space 

car park, information panels, 
stone seating and the removal 
of an unsightly overhead 
power system. 

Now that the second fund-
raising target has been met, 
the group is planning a Skye 
celebration of the Cuillins 
later this year to mark the un-
veiling of the new sculpture.

Morag Nicolson, chair-
woman of the Collie and 

Mackenzie Heritage Group, 
said: ‘We are so pleased to be 
able to share this news with 
everyone that has supported 
and encouraged us over the 
past 16 years. Our funding 
target has been reached and 
we cannot thank everyone 
enough for their donations.

‘We are now making plans 
for the unveiling of this iconic 
bronze sculpture at Sligachan 

in September.’
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 

Badenoch Kate Forbes said: 
‘� is is an incredible feat of 
fundraising. It is amazing to 
see the Collie and Mackenzie 
Heritage Group has � nally 
fundraised its target to build 
a monument.

‘� e project team has never 
given up, even when the 
fundraising target seemed 
far beyond its reach. � eir 
persistence has paid o� , 
� nally, and this monument 
will be erected in honour of 
Professor Norman Collie and 
John Mackenzie.’

Skye councillor John 
Finlayson added: ‘Members 
of the steering group should 
be congratulated on their 
determination. I really appre-
ciate the opportunity I had 
to be involved in the project 
at an early stage when I was 
a head teacher and to be able 
to support the group in more 
recent times.’

Skye attraction marks 
mountaineering history

This visualisation shows what the bronze statue will look like once erected and, right, 
Stephen Tinney with a model of his sculpture. Photographs: Collie and Mackenzie Heritage Group.

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

MSPs back 
proposal  
for Gaelic
MSPs from di� erent parties 
have backed a proposal by 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
(Western Isles Council) 
to make Gaelic-medium 
education (GME) its default 
choice for P1 pupils.

Conservative Donald 
Cameron and SNP Alasdair 
Allan have both welcomed 
the idea.

Mr Cameron said: 
‘Bilingualism is plainly ben-
e� cial and we are all aware 
of the mistakes of the last 
century when one language 
[English] was promoted at 
the total exclusion of the 
other [Gaelic].

‘Equality of provision is 
paramount – but such equali-
ty is not denied by making 
Gaelic Medium Education 
the default language, as long 
as parents can opt out.’

Dr Allan added: ‘� ere 
are wide-ranging bene� ts to 
bilingualism, from increased 
creativity, to heightened 
cognitive abilities, to greater 
job opportunities.’
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Death of Father Tom a 
sad blow for Lochaber
It comes as no surprise such fulsome 
tribute has been paid to Monsignor 
� omas Wynne, who died on Friday, aged 
89.

Father Tom, as he was a� ectionately 
known, served the Catholic Church 
for more than 50 years following his 
ordination in Fort William in 1957.

Father Tom’s life was one of sel� ess 
service to a number of parishes and 
he was held in the highest regard by 
everyone who knew him.

His funeral mass takes place tomorrow 
and will, quite rightly, be one of thanks-
giving for a long life so well lived.

� ere is no doubt tra�  c congestion and 
parking di�  culties in scenic locations 
have become worse in recent times.

So the news we report this week of a 
new, regular bus service operating in 
Glen Nevis during the high season is to be 
welcomed.

Nevis Landscape Partnership, in col-
laboration with Lochaber Environmental 
Group and Shiel Buses, have been 
awarded funding from Paths for All’s 
Smarter Choices, Smarter Places open 
fund to trial the new bus service from the 
centre of Fort William along Glen Nevis.

� is should be a popular addition to 
what the tourism sector has to o� er, with 
the spin-o�  bene� t of reducing environ-
mentally damaging issues, including 
verge erosion and harmful pollution, and 
devaluing the Glen Nevis experience.

� is initiative should go down well 
with visitors and residents and is to be 
applauded.

New bus service a 
welcome boost for 
tourism sector

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to 
showcase these each week. 

If you have a photograph you would 
like published, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, 
PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, or hand it in 
to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lo-
chavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, or to 
our o�  ce in High Street, Fort William. 

Save Knapdale Ward
A much-loved service for people with demen-
tia is at risk of being shut down by Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care Partnership. 

More than 2,000 people have already called 
for the Knapdale Ward in Lochgilphead to stay 
open, yet there has not been any meaningful 
consultation with the people who work there 
on how to keep the ward open.

Tens of thousands of people in Scotland have 
dementia. We probably all know of someone 
who has the disease, or cares for someone with 
dementia. Knapdale is a lifeline for some of 
the most vulnerable people in our community.

� e Health and Social Care Partnership 
must work with patients, carers and workers 
in Knapdale ward to protect its future and 
improve dementia services across Argyll and 
Bute. You can add your voice to the petition 
by visiting www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/forms/
hscp-budget-consultation-2020 by Wednesday 
March 4.

Polly Jones, Garelochhead.

Recording railway history
In the summers of the mid-1930s, railway 
timetables show that in addition to the 
trains which connected Oban/Connel with 
Ballachulish, an a� ernoon service from Oban 
to Benderloch operated for a short period each 
July. 

It paused there just long enough for the lo-
comotive to run round its coaches before they 
headed back to Oban. In 1933, for example, it 
only ran from Monday July 17 to Saturday July 
29.

Given these exact dates, can any readers 
suggest what the reason might have been for 
this service which ran for only a few years up 
to about 1937?

I can be contacted on bdrummond363@
googlemail.com

Robert Drummond, Ayr.

Swallowing mis-information 
on independence
I would like to respond to the letter printed 
in last week’s Oban Times from � omas 
Morris of Coventry advising us that we don’t 
know the cost of Scottish independence. � e 
statistics he has selected and the conclusions 
made, show only that he has swallowed the 
mis-information spread by the unionist camp.

He states, ‘Denmark does not have another 
neighbouring population, like the rest of the 

UK, of 61 million, to contribute signi� cantly 
towards its public � nances’, implying England 
supports Scotland � nancially.

� is is a well-known Union myth. Scotland 
receives, via the Barnett formula, about one 
third back from Westminster of the money 
it sends to the UK treasury. � ey keep the 
other two thirds to spend on Scotland’s behalf 
without consultation, including funding the 
interest payments on the massively increased 
national debt and English projects, like HS2.

� e Scottish Government does amazingly 
well with its partial refund of Scottish taxation. 
Just think what it could do for its people if it 
spent all the tax raised in Scotland. Scotland is 
supporting England, not the other way round.

Scotland’s GDP is only around £180-£200 
billion but our GDP per capita is £32,800 
compared to the UK average of £31,600 (May 
2019 � gures). Scotland is already a rich coun-
try and would, in world rankings, be higher 
than England in terms of GDP per head of 
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PLOCKTON AND LOCHALSH

Left: Ailsa Macgilivray, Kayla Burgess, Parker Dawes, Roanna Rough, John McPherson and Alexander Pervan; centre: Mara Drysdale; and 
Gaelic learners won for their � lm An Cuach, na h-Iuchraichean agus an Dron. Photographs: Alan Peebles

Ardnamurchan High School wins two FilmG awards

Young people across Lochaber and beyond 
were recognised for their � lm-making at 
this year’s prestigious Gaelic Short Film 
Competition (FilmG) ceremony in Glasgow.

Ardnamurchan High School in Acharacle 
won two awards from four nominations for 
their � lms. � ey were the worthy recipients of 
the FilmG International Representative award 
for their � lm Reòite and the Gaelic Award for 
Learners for their � lm An Cuach, na h-Iuchrai-
chean agus an Dron.

Winners of the Film Dùthchais (Community) 
award and a £1,000 prize to buy new � lm 

equipment were Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn 
(Galson Estate Trust) on the Isle of Lewis, for 
their � lm AN DRÀSTA! (RIGHT NOW!).

� e � lm focuses on the e� ect climate change 
will have on their communities and across the 
world, encouraging people to get involved in 
climate change activism.

Liam Crouse from Uist, who featured in the 
� lm, said: ‘� e Western Isles are among the 
� rst areas in Scotland that will be a� ected 
by the steadily worsening conditions which 
climate change and sea-level rise will bring.’

� is year’s hotly-contested People’s Choice 

award went to Sta�  n Primary School, 
Skye, which mounted a robust social media 
campaign to garner an impressive 1,210 votes 
to come out on top. � eir tongue-in-cheek 
tourism ‘infomercial’ Fàilte don Eilean takes a 
practical but entertaining approach to advising 
tourists on how to behave when visiting the 
island. Winning a television production 
placement through Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise was Mara Drysdale of Lochcarron, 
a� er picking up Most Promising Director. Her 
documentary, Gualainn ri Gualainn, traces the 
history of Lochcarron shinty team.

BALLACHULISH

FORT WILLIAM

 Plockton and District Community 
Council met for the � rst time since 
its election on Monday February 10 
with Dave Mcghie voted chairman. 

He becomes only the � � h 
chairman since the formation of 
the community council in 1975. 
Previous people in the role were 
Isobel Nicolson, Geo�  Webster, 
Charlie M MacRae and Mary Jane 
Campbell. Other o�  cer bearers: 
vice chairman, James Krisp; treas-
urer, Catherine Camp; and minute 
secretary, Johanna Maclean. � e 
next community council meeting is 
on � ursday April 9.
 In the windy conditions on 

Saturday February 8, the popular 
seal trip boat Sula Mhor broke her 
moorings and was damaged beyond 
repair on the shore at the entrance 
to Loch Kishorn. Owner Calum 
Mackenzie is devastated by the loss 
of his boat. His seal trips are popu-
lar and he has raised thousands of 
pounds for charity over the years.

Mr Mackenzie is said to be already 
looking for a new boat.
 Plockton Horticultural and 

Handicra� s Society held a ‘pot luck 
supper’ in Plockton Hall on Friday 
February 7. More than 60 people 
enjoyed the evening.
 Kyle Bridge Club held a themed 

team event in Plockton Hall on 
Saturday February 1. Ten teams 
took part with people attending 
from Skye, Lochalsh, Inverness, 
Dingwall, Glasgow and Dundee. 
� e winning team comprised Fiona 
Scully, Annette West, John Johnson 
and David Olive from Inverness.

� e evening’s £80 proceeds will 
pay for two new scoring tablets for 
the club, which has also received 
a £750 community grant from the 
National Lottery to expand the 
cafe bridge event in October when 
it hopes to have 112 players taking 
part.

� e Federation of Small Businesses 
(FSB) has announced this year’s 

Fort William Area Community 
Council Partnership is to start up 
again.

At a Fort William, Inverlochy 
and Torlundy Community Council 
meeting, representatives from 
Ardgour and Kilmallie community 
councils attended to speak of topics 
of mutual interest and the partner-
ship was agreed.

FSB Scotland ‘Celebrating Small 
Business Awards’ � nalists.

Among those shortlisted for a 
Business and Product Innovation 
Award are Glencoe Activities, based 
in Ballachulish.

Finalists are chosen because 
they are exceptional, not just in 
the Highlands and Islands but in 
Scotland and, as the FSB Awards 
grow from strength to strength and 
the number of entries increases, it is 
becoming ever harder for businesses 
to stand out from the crowd.

FSB Highlands and Islands area 
leader Hamish Fraser from Skye 
said: ‘As Highlands and Islands 
visitors’ tastes change and evolve, 
businesses must think outside the 

box to come up with new and inter-
esting ideas of keeping themselves 
ahead of the game.

‘It’s a real pleasure to see Glencoe 
Activities taking a lead and being 
shortlisted for a Business and 
Product Innovation Award.

‘I wish them well and look forward 
to celebrating the massive contribu-
tion all of our small businesses make 
to Scotland’s well-being at the � nals 
in March.’

� e Awards Lunch, on March 19 
at the Waldorf Astoria Edinburgh 
– previously � e Caledonian – will 
see more than 200 businesses from 
across Scotland gather to celebrate 
small businesses, self-employed 
workers and the huge contribution 

they all make to the Scottish econo-
my and communities.

Winners of Scottish awards, except 
the Community Award which is for 
Scotland only, go forward to the UK 
� nal in London in May.

� e � rst meeting of the commu-
nity partnership will be on Tuesday 
March 24.

Other relevant councils, Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry, 
and Caol, did not receive enough 
nominations to form at the most 
recent elections but it is hoped they 
will join the partnership in future.

� e deadline for nominations 
to these councils was yesterday, 
Wednesday February 26.

� e partnership will work in 
the same way as the Association 
of South Lochaber Community 
Councils which covers all areas 
south of Fort William. 

It will meet quarterly to discuss 
topics of mutual interest.



Lochaber Times
Thursday 27 February 2020 21

LT

Send us your district news by emailing
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Helen Jones won the Rotary Young Chef district � nal.

Lochaline’s Helen 
cooks up a storm
Ardnamurchan High School 
� rst-year pupil Helen Jones, from 
Lochaline, is celebrating a� er 
taking � rst place in the Rotary 
Young Chef district � nal earlier 
this month.

Staged in East Kilbride, the 
event saw Helen keep her nerves 
in check to produce what was 
described as an ‘amazing’ three-
course meal for two people in two 
hours.

� e young culinary star cooked 
smoked mackerel cannelloni 
with a beetroot and horseradish 
remoulade and sauce vierge, 
followed by braised chicken with 
haggis, neeps and tatties, savoy 
cabbage and bacon with roast 
baby onion jus.   Her dessert was 
a pear tarte tatin with vanilla ice-
cream and tuile biscuit.

Patricia Kennedy, who has 

guided a signi� cant number of 
pupils from Ardnamurchan High 
School to success with young chef 
competitions over many years, 
accompanied Helen and Donald 
Young of Lochaber Rotary Club 
to the district � nal.

Ms Kennedy told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘We couldn’t have done it 
without the help and mentoring 
from Gary Phillips, head chef at 
Kilcamb Lodge, Strontian, who 
set the menu, provided the recipes 
and mentored Helen. � anks also 
go to Helen’s parents for their 
support and to Donald Young 
of Lochaber Rotary Club for 
organising the competition and 
supporting us in East Kilbride.’

Helen will now compete in the 
Scottish and North of England 
regional � nal in Stirling on 
Saturday March 7.

What makes a great 
high street today?
Picture this for a moment. A band 
marching along Fort William high 
street, devoid of vehicles, crowds of 
smiling people lining the route. 

� e next day, a farmers’ market 
with unwrapped vegetables from the 
garden, homemade jams, duck eggs, 
cheeses and a stand of delicious sloe 
gins and other liquers. Charities 
have tables set up for ra�  es and 
fundraising competitions. Children 
are playing hopscotch in a marked 
out area, with parents sitting 
around on benches sipping co� ee 
from the renown café on the corner. 
Independent shops are thriving, 
quirky, individual places selling 
delicious baking and pies perhaps, 
local knitwear, a hardware shop 
with paper bags to � ll with the nails 
and screws you want. Two children 
from the high school are busking, 
playing the � ddle, there must be 
£50 in their upturned hats. Next 
Tuesday night a great local band is 
playing in Cameron Square. Tickets 
will be hard to get.

� is is where people want to be, 
not in the soulless out-of-town 
supermarket boxes, overly chilly, 
devoid of laughter.

Before my family moved back to 
Lochaber, we lived near Pitlochry. 
Despite having a high street full 
of cars, the town is buzzing, every 
Monday night for � ve months. 
� ere is ‘a highland night’ where 
one of the two pipe bands marches 
down the high street. All the shops 
stay open and do a roaring trade. 
In October ‘� e Enchanted Forest’ 
has become a mega hit, with 80,000 

people attending every year. It is a 
bumper month for the retailers but,  
in Fort William the streets are emp-
tying for the winter. Its New Year 
street party attracts huge numbers 
and the Etape Caledonia is Britain’s 
largest cycling event.

� e North Perthshire hospitality 
industry has a season four months 
longer than we have here; the own-
ers of the hotels and the many in-
dependent cafes are positively pros-
perous. Lochaber-based Highland 
Soap Company’s shop in Pitlochry 
has 50 per cent higher sales than 
their shop in Fort William, despite 
being the same size, prominence 
and both having delightful sta� . � e 
di� erence is the non summer spend.

I once read an article that said 
thriving high streets were about 
experiences. A high quality farmers’ 
market, a good bookshop and a 
town centre cinema brought people 
into the town. 

What also made a real di� erence 
was a stream of events, especially in 
those shoulder months.

In Fort William we have the � nal 
day of the Scottish Six Days Trial 

motorcycle competition and the 
Christmas Gathering, but so much 
more can be made of our high street.

Fort William has so much more 
going for it than Pitlochry - it doesn’t 
have a cinema, a bookshop or our 
excellent West Highland Museum, 
not to mention Ben Nevis and the 
sea. Every event could start and 
� nish on the high street, including 
the Ben Nevis Race and mountain 
biking events. We have the fantastic 
Lochaber Piping Festival hidden 
away in the Nevis Centre. Get the 
participants out to play. Our tiny 
weekly farmers’ market is jammed 
down at the east end of town, so 
much more could be made of that! 
I’d love a parade of the cattle and 
horses down the high street prior 
to the Lochaber Show - imagine! A 
ticker tape parade of our victorious 
shinty team holding the Camanachd 
Cup alo� ...okay, I am getting a bit 
carried away here.

I wanted to host - and pay for - a 
street party for the opening of the 
cinema but it was all too expensive 
and di�  cult. Security personnel, 
barriers and emergency access 
required for the � re and ambulance 
service was the killer blow. Alcohol 
would not be allowed either.

Edinburgh closes o�  Princes 
Street for New Year and the Fringe 
festival, and alcohol is certainly 
allowed there. I feel that town could 
be vibrant, a really happening place, 
but we need help.

Come on Highland Council, 
become the organisation that wants 
to say yes. Councillors, show some 
leadership. See what is happening 
elsewhere and � gure out what can 
be done to help our town thrive once 
more.

Introducing Lochaber businessman Angus MacDonald, who 
is providing occasional columns to the Lochaber Times 

Around Lochaber
ANGUS MACDONALD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

The parade for the start of the 
Scottish Six Days Trial always 
draws a big crowd to Fort William 
town centre. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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TEN-PIN BOWLING

FIXTURES

Alleycats continue to 
dominate scratch division
The penultimate evening of the Lochaber Building 
Supplies ten-pin bowling league at the Nevis Centre 
sees the uncatchable Alleycats at the top of the scratch 
division.

With 61 points, the Alleycats will be presented with the 
top prize at a presentation on Monday March 2 at 7pm 
in the Nevis Centre, following the �nal week’s action 
where it will be a competition for second place.

Team With A Bowling Problem moved into second on 
46 points followed by British Legion Fort William who 
drop to third place on 44 points after just losing out 3-2 
to leaders Alleycats.

The handicap division is still close at the top with 
Peaky Bowlers the new leaders on 43 points.

Alleycats drop to second on 41 points after losing out 
2-3 to third placed British Legion Fort William who are 
now on 38 points.

This weeks top individual scratch game came from Iain 
Gregor (British Legion Fort William) with a 194 followed 
by Ron Gretton (Retrovators) with 186.

Iain Gregor also had the top two-game scratch series 
of 327, the top handicap game of 245 and the top 
two-game handicap series of 429.

The best team scores this week came from Alleycats 
with the top scratch game of 560 and the top two-game 
scratch series of 1083 whilst Retrovators had the top 
handicap game of 780 and Peaky Bowlers had the top 
two-game handicap series of 1492.

The top scratch averages over the season so far are cur-
rently held by Pam Weller (Alleycats) with 156 followed 
by Steve Day (Team With A Bowling Problem) with 148 
and Tony Whitelocke (Alleycats) on 146.

Saturday, February 29: Football - Fort William v 
Huntly (Highland League), Claggan Park, kick-o� 3pm. 
Rugby - Lochaber U15s v Stornoway in Caledonia U15 
Youth Cup, at Banavie, kick-o� 11am. Rugby - Mo�at v 
Lochaber RFC ( Tennent’s West Region League Division 
3 Men), Holm Park, Mo�at. Kick-o� 3pm;

Wednesday, March 4: Football - Fort William FC v 
Strathspey Thistle FC (Highland League), Claggan Park.

Saturday, March 7: Rugby -Stornoway Under-15s v 
Lochaber U-15s, at Stornoway, kick-o� 11am. Football  
- Fort William FC v Nairn County FC (Highland League), 
Claggan Park, kick o� 2pm.

Saturday, March 14: Rugby - Lochaber RFC v 
Cumbernauld, Banavie, kick-o� 3pm. Football  - Fort 
William FC v Deveronvale FC (Highland League), 
Claggan Park, kick o� 2pm.

Sunday, March 15: Netball - Caithness v Fort William 
Falcons, in Inverness. 3.15pm.

Lochaber sports �xtures

LOTTERY NUMBERS

Ballachulish Shinty Lottery: Numbers for 23/2 23/2  
shinty lottery numbers were 11, 13 and 20. Still no 
winners this week, so it’s an £800 draw next week. 
 Caol Community Centre Bingo Club Lotto: 
Numbers for 23/2 were 
8, 12 and 15. No winners so £1100 next week. 
 Fort William Golf Club Lotto: Numbers for 20/2 were 
5, 7 and 14. No winner so £1,000 available for draw on 
27/2.

Lochaber club lotteries

Nevis Centre.

Most improved 15 and under –  Dobrochna Czapla.Most improved 12 and under – Charleigh Adams.

Lochaber Leisure Centre 
Swim team held its annual 
awards night on Friday at 
Fort William Shinty Club. 
�e award winners are pic-
tured on this page.

Meanwhile, at the end of 

Lochaber’s young swim team 
stars enjoy awards night

January, the �rst part of  two 
weekends making up the 
North District Age Group 
Records was held.

Lochaber Leisure Centre 
Swim Team had 10 swimmers 
travelling to participate – 

around half the swimmers 
from the club who had qual-
ifying times.

It was a successful weekend, 
as the swimmers involved all 
achieved at least one Long 
Course Personal Best time, 

so progress is being made, 
as they try to qualify for the 
Scottish National Age Groups 
event which will be held in 
early April.

�ere was a silver medal 
from Danni MacLean, as well 

Fort’s Falcons take on top city sides

The victorious Falcons team, left, with the Inverness 
Rubies.

�ere was a gruelling day 
of netball at Lochaber 
High School on Sunday 
when Fort William 
Falcons played two league 
matches back-to-back 
against Inverness Rubies 
and Inverness Diamonds.

�e �rst match against 
Rubies started well with 
the Falcons taking an early 
lead. �e Rubies fought 
back but not quite enough 
to catch up.

Fort William pushed on 
and with some strong de-
fensive interceptions and 
fantastic shooting were 
able to secure the victory 
56-36. Falcons team cap-
tain Rebecca Christopher 
was awarded player of the 
match for her work at goal 
defence.

A�er a full-on �rst match 
the somewhat exhausted 
Falcons took to the court 
again ready to take on the 
leading team in the league, 

Inverness Diamonds.
�e Fort out�t fought hard 

for the whole 60 minutes 
but it wasn’t to be, with 
the Diamonds emerging 
victorious 51-43. It was an 
enjoyable game, though, 

with everyone coming away 
with a smile on their face.

Star shooter Karen Breslin 
was awarded player of the 
match – not surprising 
considering her tenacity in 
the circle and consistently 

on-target shooting.
Looking back on the same 

matches last season, Falcons 
were overwhelmed to see the 
comparison – Falcons ver-
sus Rubies was 30-27, while 
Falcons versus Diamonds 
saw a 21-71 result.

So it is fair to say Falcons 
have come a long way and 
are in no doubt they can 
carry on improving.

An the Falcons told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘We have 
to say a massive thank 
you to Sharyn Morgan for 
umpiring both games for 
the Falcons. And also to 
everyone who came along 
to support the team and 
help out with scoring and 
time-keeping.

‘A team can’t survive with 
players alone so we’re always 
grateful for the support we 
receive.’
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Swimmer of the year and fastest 100m front crawl swim 
team awards – Jenna MacLean.

Most improved 15 and under – Indigo Grier. Swimmer of the year and most improved 12 and under – 
Calum Stewart.

Lochaber’s young swim team 
stars enjoy awards night

as 17 � nalists (top 10), which 
must be a record for the club, 
as seven of its swimmers 
achieved top 10 placings.

Round up of results in age 
order: Andzelin Gerasimuka 
(10) – 6th and 8th in 
Breaststroke � nals and two 
club age group records. 

To put her swims into 
perspective, Andzelina was 
swimming in the 13 year 
and under age group, and 
not surprisingly, was the 
only 10-year-old to make the 
� nals.

Mya MacCallum (11) – to 
qualify for the 13 year and 
under shows the potential 
that Mya has over the next 
couple of years as she will be 
competing in the same age 
group for next two years.

Sean Cann (12) – � ve 
swims, � ve club Long Course 
age group records, four top 
20 placings; a little extra push 
will take him into the � nals 
soon.

Yasmin MacCallum (12) 
– 2 swims, 2 club age group 
records, � rst time at Long 
Course meet and North 
District Championships. 
Yasmin’s improvement this 
year has been down to hard 
work. 

 Looks good to keep on this 
upward trajectory for the rest 
of the season.

Dobrochna Czapla  (14) – 4 
Long Course Personal Best 

times; another hard worker 
who has made a quick pro-
gression from last year to a a 
7th place in the 400m was a 
big step up and there is more 
to come!

Hannah Loughray  (14) – 6 
Personal Bests Times, four 
top ten � nishes including a 
4th and 5th place. Hannah has 
moved up from outside top 
twenty, to top ten in her best 
stokes; again improving leaps 
and bounds..

Danni MacLean (14) – Silver 
Medal in 50m Butter� y, 4th 
place in 100m Front Crawl 
and swam in four � nals.   All 
the above were � rsts for Danni 
who also produced a new 
club age group record in 50m 
Butter� y.  Danni is becoming 
more skilled and therefore 
just keeps getting quicker. .

Evie-Jay Clark (14) – 3 Long 
Course Personal Best Times, 
including three � nals and 
with Hannah and Danni, gave 
Lochaber amazingly three 
� nalists in the 50m Butter� y 
and 200m IM.   In the 14/15 
year old age group, Evie-Jay 
is swimming back to her best 
again.

Alice-Ann Macpherson (15) 
- a new Personal Best Time in 
the 100m Back Crawl, four top 
twenty � nishes.   Alice-Ann 
has a lot of talent and between 
her and our other 14 year olds, 
the club might get another sub 
60 seconds 100m girl front 

crawler, but who will be next?
Jenna MacLean (16) – 2 club 

age group records, 3 � nals 
and 4th place in 50m Front 
Crawl.   All achieved without 
swimming at her very best; 
just a wee tweak here and 
there, should produce more 
great swims for part two in 
March.

As previously mentioned, 
the club is moving onwards 
and upwards, especially, with 
what was the result of the 
day, when Alice, Ann, Danni, 
Hannah and Jenna achieved 
fourth place in the 4x100m 
senior front crawl relay and 
only losing out on a medal to 
two teams from the Aberdeen 
Performance Team whose 

winning team averaged 22 
years old, whilst the Lochaber 
team’s average age was 14 
years old. 

� e same team with Evie-
Jay replacing Hannah, also 
� nished in 8th place  in the 
4x50m medlay relay event. 
� e club also had its � rst qual-
i� ers for the Scottish National 
Age Group Championships.

Hannah and Danni both in 
the 50m Butter� y, Evie-Jay 
100m and 200m Backcrawl

Jenna has a remarkable nine 
times including 50/100/200m 
Frontcrawl and Fly, 100/200m 
Backcrawl and 200m 
Individual Medley.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 13, 
2020 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.58 1.0 07.51 3.9 
 14.17 1.2 19.55 3.7
Fri 02.24 1.2 08.20 3.7 
 14.45 1.3 20.21 3.6
Sat 02.48 1.3 08.47 3.6 
 15.12 1.5 20.51 3.4
Sun 03.13 1.5 09.18 3.3 
 15.49 1.7 21.25 3.2
Mon 03.47 1.7 09.57 3.1 
 16.42 1.8 22.09 3.0
Tues 04.43 1.9 10.55 2.9 
 17.57 1.9 23.13 2.9
Wed 06.22 2.0 13.47 2.8 
 19.16 1.9  **.** 1.9              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sleet showers and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
2°C to 6ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
4°C to 6ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Hail showers and a
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
2ºC to 5ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

16

9

7
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FOOTBALL

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Lochaber’s young 
swim team stars 
enjoy awards night

Fort’s Falcons 
take on top 
city sides

Fort William            0
Lossiemouth            2

Highland League
Lochaber’s young swim team stars enjoy awards night

Lochaber Leisure Centre Swim Team held its annual awards night last week. See pages 54 and 55 for more photographs and report.
Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Late goal torpedoes Fort 
hopes at Lossiemouth
� is was the battle of the 
league’s bottom dwellers, 
with the game being switched 
from an unplayable Claggan 
Park at Fort William to Grant 
Park on Saturday.

Almost half an hour of a 
tense � rst half had been played 
before Fort had any shots on 
goal, while the Coasters had 
two chances, one of which 
forced Fort keeper Daniel 
Hoban into action to stop a 
near-post strike.

It was in the 29th minute 
when Fort’s Connor Moore 
had a chance but the ball hit 
the wrong side of the post 
from a tight angle.

Fantastic save
� ree minutes later and 

Lossie’s Kyle Willis’s e� ort 
needed a fantastic save from 
Hoban to keep a clean sheet.
Just before the interval, Fort’s 
Roddy Kennedy had a shot 
blocked, leaving the scoreline 
0-0 at half time.

Kennedy saw another e� ort 
go wide shortly a� er the re-
start and on the 57th minute 
mark, Willis’s determination 
paid o�  when his shot saw the 
ball � nd the net making it 0-1.

But Fort were not giving up 
without a � ght and � ve min-
utes later the hard-working 
Kennedy saw his shot hit the 
bar, while  Rafal Mendyk’, 
who came on for   Moore in 
the 59th minute, saw his shot 
cleared o�  the line.

� e � nal nail in Fort’s 
co�  n, however, was not 
long in coming when, on 
the 81st minute mark, Liam 
Archibald prodded home his 
side’s second goal to seal the 
win.

Fort manager Calum 
MacLean admitted his side 
just were ‘just not at the races, 
plain and simple’.

MacLean continued: ‘We 
just weren’t very good on 
Saturday. � e weather was 

pretty bad with a really strong 
wind, but I’m not making 
excuses – we didn’t have 
enough passion, there were 
too many touches. In the end 
Lossiemouth wanted it more.

‘We’ve done well on the 
road in the past few games 
with a couple   of wins and a 
draw. But we gave up home 
advantage on Saturday and 
Lossiemouth have now picked 
up two wins at home against 
us. I think we could’ve taken 

them if the game had been at 
Claggan.

‘� ere’s talk about going 
away to play games if they 
can’t be ful� lled at Claggan 
– we’ve got to get some dry 
days.’

Important
MacLean also said it was 

important to remember how 
young a lot of his players 
actually were: ‘As I’ve said 
before, some of these are only 
kids – 16 and 17 years old. So 

they’re going to have incon-
sistent days.’

Looking ahead to the home 
game – hopefully – this 
Saturday against Huntly, 
MacLean said his side have to 
get back to winning ways.

‘We’ve got to get o�  the 
bottom of the table. � at’s 
the immediate aim and it’s 
certainly achieveable. I’m 
con� dent we can do that – I 
don’t think we can play as bad 
again as we did on Saturday.’

 Fort William are due to 
host Huntly on Saturday at 
Claggan Park with a 3pm 
kick o� .
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