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Fears grow as nursery is 
threatened with closure 

‘It stands to reason 
we need more nursery 
places, not fewer.’

Concern is growing over the 
lack of a� ordable nursery plac-
es in the area following news 
Little Learners in Dunsta� nage 
is under threat of closure.

Nine core sta�  at the centre 
are being formally consulted 
on the future of the business, 
which has been operated by 
Argyll College UHI for the past 
15 years.

� e college cited operational 
costs alongside logistical and 
managerial challenges among 
the reasons for the move and 
stated attempts to � nd an al-
ternative private operator have 
failed.

Parents of children who use 
the nursery are upset and an-
gry, however, arguing that two 
individuals interested in taking 
over the lease were ‘turned 
down � at’ and that the college 
‘just don’t seem interested’.

‘� ere are 32 places at Little 
Learners which will mean 32 
children looking for nursery 
spaces when they are already 
thin on the ground,’ said a 
concerned parent.

‘� ere is a real lack of nursery 
places and with more housing 
being built in Dunbeg and 
various other places, and free 
childcare places increasing to 
30 hours per week this year, it 
stands to reason we need more 
nursery places, not fewer. We 
feel Argyll College is taking a 

negative approach and is not 
prepared to listen when alter-
native o� ers are being made.’

� e college is consulting 
with sta�  on the future of the 
business and last � ursday a 
well-attended open meeting, 
involving concerned parents 
and councillors, was held.

College principal Martin 
Jones said: ‘� e college is 
committed to pursuing every 
avenue and is engaging with 
parents as much as possible. 
We have had a good frank 
exchange of views and this 
remains an important priority 
for me.’

Speaking a� er the meeting, 
Councillor Keiron Green, pol-
icy lead for education, said: ‘We 
will be working with Argyll 
College over the coming weeks 
to try to � nd a way to ensure 
there is as little disruption to 
childcare as possible while 
solutions are explored for Little 
Learners nursery.

‘� e council would be very 
supportive of any group that 
wanted to take it on and would 
do everything we could to 
assist with care inspectorate 
registration as well as any 
training requirements.

‘It has not been con� rmed this 
facility will be closing. Should 
that be the case, however, we 
will still be in a position to de-
liver our commitment to 1,140 
hours of childcare per year for 
all eligible two-year-olds as well 
as three and four-year-olds in 
the Oban area.

‘� e council is investing 
in new nursery provision at 
Willow View which will be a 
signi� cant boost to capacity in 
the Oban area, while our part-
ner providers are also investing 
in capacity to meet the need for 
1,140 hours of childcare.’

Bosses at Oban’s Phoenix Cinema took charge of tickets and popcorn when they 
gave hardworking sta�  a night o� . Friday nights out are a rare treat for sta�  who 
made the most of it by having a belated Christmas meal, leaving chairman Gary 
Brown, far right, and vice chairman Alan Chapman in charge. Oban’s Police Scotland 
Youth Volunteers co-ordinator Claire Brown was also there. Full story, page two.

‘Reel’ good fun at Phoenix Cinema
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A father-of-two is worried 
about the health and well-be-
ing of his family because of  
what he describes as a recur-
ring damp problem.

Daniel Smith, who lives in 
a second � oor � at on Shuna 
Terrace, took to social media 
this week a� er consistent con-
cerns about the poor condition 
of his Argyll Community 
Housing Association-owned 
(ACHA) property appeared to 
fall on deaf ears.

Mr Smith accused ACHA of 
not ‘caring’ about its Soroba 
residents, triggering a tirade 

of like-minded complaints. He 
claims that over the past six 
years he has � lled in numerous 
online repair reports which 
have all resulted in the same 
outcome.

‘I � ll in a report, someone 
comes out to look at it and ba-
sically nothing gets done to � x 
the root cause of the problem,’ 
he said.

‘I have been told the prob-
lems are down to condensation 
(damp) and people running 
across the balcony above 
(kitchen ceiling collapse) and 
advised to buy a humidi� er 
and open the windows.

‘My walls and ceilings are 
black, the � ooring is uneven 

and spongy in places and 
part of my kitchen ceiling 
has just caved in. It’s not 
condensation!’

When asked by � e Oban 

Times to comment on the 
issues in the � at this week, 
ACHA insisted there was no 
damp problem in the building.

‘In relation to that property, 

we had an issue of conden-
sation, not dampness, which 
relates to heating and venti-
lating,’ stated chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor.

‘� e problem with the 
kitchen ceiling has come from 
a leak in a common external 
walkway. On inspection, 
the association discovered 
someone had le�  a section of 
carpet on the walkway which 
had blocked the drain and 
contributed towards the water 
ingress.

‘� e association has removed 
the a� ected plasterboard and 
installed a temporary section 
of ceiling and will carry out 
any external repairs necessary 
then reinstate the kitchen 
ceiling.

‘� ere has been excessive 
rainfall in the past three weeks 
and from time to time leaks in 
buildings will occur.’

Mr Smith, a sca� older, has 
lived in the � at with wife 
Shannon for just over six 
years and says it was in poor 
condition when he moved in. 
� e couple have children aged 
� ve and three and spend much 
of their time worrying about 
their welfare.
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Rock� eld’s Gaelic cafe talk of the town
More than 40 people turned 
up to Rock� eld Primary 
School’s � rst Gaelic cafe this 
week.

� e turnout was such a suc-
cess more chairs were needed.

Music and Gaelic conver-
sation were on the menu at 
the event which, along with 
drinks and biscuits, helped 
raise more than £70 to keep 
the cafe running.

Money made from future 
events will be put towards 
activities and trips chosen by 

P6 and P7 Gaelic unit pupils.
Two of the pupils involved 

in Monday’s cafe were 
Erinn Higgins and Marco 
MacGregor, both 11.

Although Marco does not 
speak much Gaelic at home, 
he says he likes it because it is 
a tradition.

Erinn has other reasons for 
liking it. She said: ‘Not a lot 
of people know it so it’s good 
sometimes if you’re speaking 
with friends and don’t want 
everyone to know what you’re 

talking about!’ � e cafe, 
where everyone is included 
in the conversation, will 
next open on Monday March 
9 from 1.45pm to 2.45pm. 
Everyone welcome.

The cafe brewed up Gaelic 
chat at Rock� eld Primary 

School. 16_T06_gaeliccafe

Family fear for their safety 
and sanity in Soroba fl at

Daniel Smith assesses the 
damage in the kitchen of 
his ACHA-owned � at.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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Fake refunds paid        
for Oxfam shop 
volunteer’s drink
A trusted Oxfam volunteer 
logged fake till refunds so 
he could fund his drinking 
habit.

Nicholas Holden, 42, ap-
peared before Oban Sheri�  
Patrick Hughes last week 
pleading guilty to making 
up the � ctitious refunds as 
part of a fraudulent scheme 
between June 18 and July 1  
2018.

He was ordered to pay the 
money back so the charity 
would not be le�  out of 
pocket and had his sentenced 
deferred for six months to be 
of good behaviour. � e sheri�  
also wants to see a report 
from Addaction.

Sheri�  Hughes told Holden, 
of 3E Ulva Road, Soroba, 
Oban, that he had committed 
a breach of trust and that it 
had cost him his ‘good name’.

� e court heard how 
Holden, who has learning 
di�  culties, had volunteered 
at Oxfam in Oban’s George 
Street for four or � ve years 
and was almost full-time, be-
ing one of 20 volunteers there. 
He was trusted as a key holder 

Twenty’s plenty by playpark 
says worried Oban stepmum
An Oban stepmum is asking 
motorists to pay heed to speed 
restrictions on Longsdale 
Road before someone is seri-
ously hurt or killed.

Michelle Gallagher has lived 
in the area close to the newly 
re-opened playpark for the 
past four years and regularly 
witnesses tra�  c travelling 
well in access of the 20mph 
restrictions which start at 
Deanery Brae and continue 
the length of Longsdale Road.

‘In the past few weeks I have 
seen a duck from the stream 
killed and my cat has been 
hit. How long is it before the 
same happens to a child?’ she 
said.

‘� e big playpark across the 
road has just re-opened and is 
extremely popular. 

‘When the weather becomes 
better, it will become even 
more so and there will be 
even more children crossing 

that stretch of road. I really 
want drivers to slow down 
and stick to the 20mph. 
Surely it’s worth taking that 

wee bit extra time and keep-
ing everyone safe.’

Miss Gallagher raised her 
concerns at last Monday 
night’s Oban Community 
Council (OCC) meeting and 
received full support from 
the committee.

‘It’s becoming a bit of 
a problem, not just on 
Longsdale Road but in other 
areas of the town where there 
are 20mph restrictions,’ said 
OCC chairperson Marri 
Malloy. ‘� ese restrictions 
are there for a reason. 

‘Children may be playing 
nearby or they are areas 
where elderly people perhaps 
can’t cross roads very quickly.

‘We are asking drivers to be 
aware of the speed limits and 
slow down accordingly.’

� e next meeting of Oban 
Community Council will 
take place on Monday 
February 24.

Michelle Gallagher and 
Oban Community Council 
chairperson Marri Malloy 
hope drivers get the point.

Beachwatch cleans up on Seil
Seil Coastal Rowing Club members and friends clean the beaches after Storm Brendan.

Rowers from Seil swapped 
oars for gloves and litter pick-
ers at the weekend to clear up 
a� er Storm Brendan battered 
the island’s beaches.

� e huge waves and winds 
from a few weeks ago swept 
heaps of plastic and debris 
onto the slate shores.

Sue Fenton, from Seil 
Coastal Rowing Club, put out 
a call and rallied volunteer 
members and friends to tidy 
it up.

About 40 adults and 
children from across the 

community and neighbour-
ing Easdale took part on 
Saturday a� ernoon, covering 
the beaches by Seaview and 
down by the school.

Included in the huge haul 
was � sh farm plastic, oyster 
bags, a tyre, shoe, plastic 
straws, a tyre, bottle top, pip-
ing, food packaging, netting,  
rope and plastic � bres. 

‘Loads of rubbish collected 
fairly painlessly with so many 
folk. � ank you. We even 
recruited two new rowers,’ 
said Sue.

Seil community councillor 
Rhoda Thomson and son 
Scott joined in.

and regularly covered when 
managers were on leave.

It was when the manager 
returned from a week’s 
holiday last summer that she 
checked the shop’s accounts 
and immediately noticed an 
increase in refunds. Usually 
there is one refund per month 
but during her time o�  there 
had been eight. She also no-
ticed the amounts refunded 
had been rounded up to the 
nearest pound. Refunds went 
from £40 to £100 and one for 
£52.25, totalling £390.25.

� e manager was concerned 
and suspicious and investi-
gated. She was able to see that 
at the time Holden was logged 
in under his ID number but 
other sta�  numbers had been 
logged in until a� er each 
transaction then it went back 
to Holden’s ID.

� e sta�  diary con� rmed on 
the days of the transactions 
Holden was in the store.

A few days later the manag-
er and other sta�  confronted 
Holden, asking for the shop 
keys back and telling him to 
leave and not return. He ad-

mitted two of the fraudulent 
transactions at that point.

Holden was later arrested 
on suspicion of fraud, deny-
ing the accusations to police 
but there were inconsistencies 
in his account, the court was 
told.

Eddie � ornton, defending, 
said his client, who had 
never been in trouble before, 
had been given substantial 
responsibilities at Oxfam that 
were ‘quite frankly far too 
much for him’.

Two years ago Holden 
developed an alcohol abuse 
problem. ‘� ere was a culture 
of [Holden] drinking while 
on duty at the shop,’ said 
Mr � ornton. ‘� ere was no 
attempt to nip it in the bud. 
� e more responsibilities 
he was given, the worse his 
drinking became. � ese 
transactions happened to fuel 
his addiction.’

Mr � ornton said Holden, 
who had handed him the 
money to pay back, had an 
‘extremely supportive’ family 
and had made e� orts to ad-
dress his problems.

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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Brexit vigil leaves a light on

Anti-leave campaigners gathered in Oban’s Sta� ord Street on Friday night for a Brexit 
vigil. About 50 people took part holding Saltire � ags and lights. Later that night, the 
peace was shattered when � reworks were let o�  over the town, believed to have been as 
part of Brexit celebrations. The noise triggered a number of complaints online, especially 
by upset pet owners.

Emergency services respond to false alarm
A multi-agency response to 
reports of four kayaks being 
swept into Loch Etive from 
the River Awe resulted in a 
callout for Oban RNLI, Oban 
Coastguard, Police Scotland, 
the Scottish Ambulance 
Service and Scottish Fire and 
Rescue, writes Jacob Rawley.

Last Saturday, at 2.24pm 
the RNLI responded to news 
that kayaks had been washed 
from the River Awe into Loch 
Etive.

� ree kayaks where recov-
ered by a � sh farm vessel 
before the RNLB Mora Edith 
MacDonald arrived on scene 

at 3.05pm. However, before a 
search could get under way, 
a kayak club contacted the 
Coastguard as they had lost 
three kayaks on the River 
Awe.  As all of the occupants 
who had lost them were well 
and accounted for, the search 
was called o� .

Driver � ned after quiet 
car strikes pedestrian
An elderly woman was pro-
pelled metres down a road 
a� er being hit by the driver 
of a quiet electric car, a court 
has heard.

� e 84-year-old pedestrian 
was crossing at the junction 
between George Street and 
Stevenson Street in Oban 
when she was struck and suf-
fered head and hand injuries 
on November 29 last year.

Fumiko Miller, 59, of 18 
Rhuvaal Road, Oban, was 
driving and appeared at 
Oban Sheri�  Court last week 
to plead guilty to careless 
driving.

She was � ned £200 plus a 
£20 victim surcharge and had 
her licence endorsed with six 
penalty points.

� e court heard how Miller, 
who is an ‘honest and reliable’ 
carer with Carr Gomm, had 
a clean driving licence and 
relied on her car for work.

She had been waiting and 
signalling to turn right when 
she was � ashed to go ahead by 
a school mini-bus. 

At the same time, the pedes-
trian set o�  at a brisk pace.

Miller drove into Stevenson 

Street but failed to see the 
woman. She still failed to 
react and the car continued 
in an arc direction colliding 
with a pavement and mount-
ing it before coming back to 
stop on the road.

Members of the public came 
to help the injured woman 
and Miller stayed at the 
scene, fully co-operating with 
police.

� e court was told how 
Miller is a friend of the 
woman’s daughter and had 
apologised.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes told 
Miller: ‘It was an accident 
from a momentary inatten-
tion on your part but it’s a 
serious matter. 

‘Someone was knocked 
down on the street. 

‘It’s important drivers are 
aware of all road users at all 
times.’

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Environmental experts have 
been blasted a� er a no-show at 
a Mull public hearing.

Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) sent 
in a report outlining why   a 
holiday development plan for 
Tobermory’s waterfront should 
be rejected - but failed to send 
an o�  cial in person to present 
it and answer questions.

More than 70 people turned 
up at the meeting in Aros Hall 
last week to hear how council-
lors had been advised to refuse 
Argyll Properties’ plans for a 
retail unit, visitor centre and 
three self-catering units at 
land next to Taigh Solais and 
� re-ruined MacGochans.

Mull councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon said although there was 
no legal onus on SEPA to be at 
the meeting, the organisation’s 
absence showed a lack of 

respect and courtesy for the 
hearing and to those who were 
there.

‘� ere were a lot of com-
ments about SEPA not being 
there. � ey took a lot of stick. 
� ere were questions people 
could not get answered. We 
are not the experts. We depend 
on the advice of our statutory 
consultees but SEPA did not 
have the courtesy to turn up,’ 
she said.

Despite more than 50 letters 
of support, SEPA said the pro-
posed site was at medium to 
high risk of � ooding and was 
in a one in 200-year coastal 
� ood zone.

Councillor Devon asked for 
an adjournment at the hearing 
on January 29 and got ‘unani-
mous backing’ for it.

She said: ‘� at was the result 
we wanted. I’m hoping for the 
best. We are going up against 
SEPA and the � ood risk o�  ce 
to give the Scottish ministers 

the � nal call. � e ministers 
will review it and make the 
decision.

‘I had questions I wanted 
answers for and couldn’t get, as 
did others. As councillors, how 
could we make an informed 
decision on that? If we refused 
the development, we would be 
going against some of our own 
local development policies.’

SEPA has objected to the 
development because it would 
put new buildings on a previ-
ously undeveloped site, putting 
buildings and more people in 
� ood danger.

� e Oban Times asked SEPA 
why it did not send represent-
atives to the meeting and if 
it would consider coming to 
Tobermory to answer people’s 
concerns.

A spokesperson said: ‘As 
a statutory consultee under 
planning regulations, SEPA 
submitted an objection in prin-
ciple to the proposed develop-

ment at this location based on a 
review of the available � ooding 
information, on the grounds 
that it would place buildings 
and persons at � ood risk. We 
would advise that Tobermory 
Harbour area was subject to 
coastal � ooding during Storm 
Brendan in January.’

� e spokesperson added the 
majority of Tobermory was 
not currently at risk of coastal 
� ooding but added: ‘� e � ood 
risk to other coastal commu-
nities will be determined on 
a site speci� c basis. � ere is 
no blanket approach. SEPA 
provided detailed evidence to 
Argyll and Bute Council for 
our objection in principle. 

‘� is is based on the � nd-
ings of a detailed Flood Risk 
Assessment. We also engaged 
directly with Argyll and Bute 
Council in recent days with 
further advice on the speci� c 
� ood risk event in January in 
Tobermory.’

SEPA blasted for 
‘lack of respect’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 
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the making of this window
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Police investigate man’s sudden death
Police are investigating a 
man’s sudden death in Oban.

Reports were received of a 
man unconscious at an ad-
dress on Miller Road, Oban, 
around 1.25pm on Monday.

� e ambulance service 
attended but the 30-year-old 
man was pronounced dead at 
the scene.

Inquiries are ongoing to es-
tablish the full circumstances.

In a separate incident on 
Saturday, police were called 
to a party venue in George 
Street at around 9.40pm. An 
18-year-old man was taken to 
hospital.

Kilbowie outdoor centre in 
Oban  will shut next year.

Its future was decided by 
just one vote a� er North 
Lanarkshire councillors nar-
rowly voted for its closure at 
a policy and strategy meeting 
last week.

Despite a petition of more 
than 7,000 names to keep the 
council-owned and run centre 
on Gallanach Road open, it 
could not be saved.

� e council’s decision has 
angered many people, with 
some branding it ‘a disgrace’.

‘� ere are no words to 
describe how angry and sad-
dened I am by this decision.   
Are they not listening to the 
people who voted for them? 
� ey ought to be ashamed of 
themselves,’ said one post on 
Save Kilbowie’s Facebook page.

Another campaigner posted: 

‘Awful decision and the attain-
ment gap just gets worse now. 
It’s the most vulnerable and 
marginalised who will su� er 
due to this decision.’

Included in reasons why the 
centre should close were the 
west coast weather and teach-
ers having to reorganise their 
home life   for nights away on 
residential courses.

Over the years the centre has 
faced a number of threats due 
to budget cuts.

Currently, all primary seven 
children in North Lanarkshire, 
about 100 miles from Oban, 
get the chance to attend the 
centre every academic year. In 
2018/19, visiting numbers were 
3,655, but the centre also hosts 
a number of Oban communi-

ty-based activities at weekends 
and in the holidays.

Almost £2 million has been 
spent on maintaining the 
building since 2010, with 
another £395,000 earmarked 
by the council for this year if 
the centre stayed open.  If the 
26-year-old centre goes up 
for sale, it could go for about 
£680,000.

North Lanarkshire Council 
is facing a forecast £97 million 
budget de� cit over the next 
three years. Shutting it could 
also save yearly running costs 
of up to £818,312.

A spokesperson for the coun-
cil said: ‘� e council is fully 
committed to continuing to 
provide our pupils with quality 
outdoor residential education 
opportunities. � e facility is 
expensive to maintain and 
reductions to our revenue 
budget mean levels of subsidy 
provided by the council  are no 
longer sustainable.’

Kilbowie Outdoor 
Centre is to close

Youngsters have been visiting Kilbowie Outdoor Centre 
from North Lanarkshire for the past 26 years.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban drug dealer is jailed to 
protect members of the public
An Oban man who admitted 
o� ences including supplying 
drugs and taking back stolen 
gardening tools for a reward 
has been sent to jail.

Daniel Guy, 45, pleaded 
guilty in December to the�  
by housebreaking charges, 
one charge of reset and one of 
being involved in supplying 
heroin.

� is week he re-appeared 
at Oban Sheri�  Court from 
remand for reports and 
sentencing and was ordered 
to serve a total of 28 months 
behind bars, backdated to 
October 17, 2019.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
said Guy was being kept in 
prison so the public could 
be protected.  ‘� ese matters 
before court are of enormous 
concern: the targeting of 
commercial and domestic 
properties and the selling 

of the most dangerous and 
addictive drugs. 

‘� e public has to be pro-
tected,’ he said.

Sheri�  Hughes also said 
Guy’s sentence should be a 
deterrent to others.

� e court heard   Guy now 
appeared to be ‘drug free’ 
in prison and expressed 
remorse, especially at 
exhausting the goodwill of 
his mother, which was some-
thing that weighed ‘heavily in 
his heart’ and he intended to 
sort out as soon as he could.

A West Bay � at and Oban 
Fish and Chip Shop in George 
Street were two of the proper-
ties broken into by Guy on 
June 20 and July 6 last year 
respectively.

Sta�  at the chip shop had 
opened up to � nd a trail of 
coins leading from the store 
to the rear of the property, 

with one of the tills unac-
counted for and a cash drawer 
gone from the other and £300 
missing.

On March 16 last year, po-
lice raided a house in Quarry 
Road a� er smelling cannabis 
strongly while conducting 
door-to-door inquiries for a 
separate matter.

Nine plastic wraps contain-
ing heroin belonging to Guy 
were found as well as a tick 
list with names and numbers 
and £380 in cash. 

He candidly told police he 
was selling the ‘deals’ for £40 
and was using the money 
from the sales to fund his 
own addiction.

Guy also took garden tools 
he knew to have been stolen 
back to West Coast Tool and 
Plant Hire, where they went 
missing from, and claimed a 
£300 reward.

Mountaineer scales 
Ben Nevis for charity

Mountaineer  Ashton Easter 
will spend his birthday 
climbing various routes on 
the north face of Ben Nevis in 
the hope of raising £2,500 for 
Parkinson’s UK.

� e routes will accumulate 
to the height of Everest, about 
14,000 feet of ascent, 15,000 
feet of descent, and 25km 
covered.

Parkinson’s UK is an 
important charity for 
Edinburgh-based Ashton 
who formerly lived by Loch 
Awe, as his stepmother has 
been su� ering with the dis-
ease for 12 years.

Having seen the e� ects of 
Parkinson’s, Ashton said: 
‘Nobody deserves to have 
their future taken from them 
in such a cruel way.’

Ashton works with the 
Humanist Association 
Scotland (HAS), as a cele-
brant. HAS members already 
donate 10 per cent of their 
earnings to charity, however 
Ashton wants to go above and 
beyond.

On March 14, the keen 
winter mountaineer will 
begin his 48-hour climb, with 
the routes he will be taking 
all adding up to roughly the 
height of Everest from its base 
camp.

Anyone can give support 
by donating to Ashton’s page 
on the fundraising website 
Justgiving. Go to:   https://
justgiving.com/fundraising/
ashton-easter

Ashton Easter.
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February is usually one of 
the quickest months of the 
year, even when it has an 
extra day as it has this year.

I don’t know if it’s because 
of the extra day but an awful 
lot has been squeezed into 
February 29. Unfortunately, 
I’d like to go to all the events  
but can’t.

� ere is the Bon Giovi 
tribute act in the Corran 
Halls, the Rocky Horror 
Show fundraiser in the 
cinema and Lorne, the 
’60s, ’70s, and ’80s disco in 
the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls, which is fundraising 
for the Dove Centre, and a 
quiz and chilli evening in 
Taynuilt, fundraising for 
the Macmillan Unit, as well 
as the Royal Rumpus in the 
Royal Hotel.

� ey all sound fantastic 
and are events I would nor-
mally attend but there’s only 
one of me and, with the best 
will in the world, I think I 
could only manage two in 
one evening.

� is is one reason that the 
Town Diary exists. 

When it was a physical 
diary, it was used to check 
what was happening on a 
given date to make sure 
events didn’t clash but that 
seems to have fallen by the 
wayside. 

It is still possible though 
and a provisional date can 
be entered and con� rmed by 
contacting the BID4Oban 

o�  ce. It would be fantastic 
to see this happening again. 
A quick check online or a 
phone call to the o�  ce and 
it can help make sure that 
your event doesn’t have to 
compete with too many 
others.

� e other thing that caught 
my attention this week was 
a post on Facebook about 
the Bon Giovi band being 
concerned at a lack of ticket 
sales – and I understand 
their worry.

We have a bad habit in 
Oban of not buying tickets 
until the last minute and as 
a result we’ve had cancel-
lations as the bands think 
no one is interested and are 
concerned about covering 
costs.

We really need to better 
support bands and events in 
Oban. 

� e more we do so, the 
more bands and other acts 
will be keen to come here – 
and I’ll still be complaining 
about having too many 
things on.

� e photo last week was of 
the doorway at Café Shore, 
this week’s is the other end 
of town.

Leaping into packed day of events
WHERE IS THIS?Around Oban

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Mull man’s 
neglect made 
cattle suffer
A Mull man who caused his 
cattle herd unnecessary su� er-
ing has been ordered to carry 
out 150 hours of unpaid work.

Paul Chauvet, 57, and of pre-
vious good character, blamed 
it on a fall-out with the estate 
owners of the grazing land he 
was leasing.

Chauvet, of River Lodge, 
Gruline, was at Oban Sheri�  
Court last week where he ad-
mitted between March 1, 2018, 
and March 1 last year failing 
to provide the 100-strong 
cattle at Pennyghael with 
adequate nutrition and 
with treatment for internal 
parasitic infestations so that 
the animals became severely 
malnourished and emaciated.

In particular, there were two 
bulls mentioned and a calf 
that had got caught in a fence 
and died. � e skin conditions 
caused some of the cattle to 
itch and expose patches of 
bare skin.

During that time, he also 
failed to take reasonable steps 
to make sure the needs of the 
animals were met. Grazing 
was sparse, no supplemen-
tary feeding was provided, 
although there was a mineral 
tub, and he did not address the 
possibility of weaning calves 

that were not thriving.
� e court was also told the 

stock was not separated so 
females of all ages could be 
accessed by all the males. A 
number of females were preg-
nant despite being too small. 
� ere were also three bullocks 
that had been incorrectly 
castrated, read the charges he 
pleaded guilty to.

As well as carrying out the 
unpaid work, Chauvet was 
put on a supervision order for 
nine months to make sure his 
continued care of animals met 
requirements.

� e o� ences came to light 
on February 6 last year when 
a carcass of one of his bulls 
was found. It had been dead 
for some time. It was reported 
to the appropriate authorities 
and the site was examined.

Another visit on February 
12 was made when a second 
of Chauvet’s bulls was found 
to have died. � ree days later, 
it became apparent to o�  cials 
that the accused would 
be unable to comply with 
their requirements to treat 
parasites, not because he was 
unwilling but because the vet 
he used was incapacitated.

� e site was investigated 
again and the o� ences he 

admitted were identi� ed.
Eddie � ornton, defending, 

said his client had originally 
taken over the herd from his 
employers who had previously 
given them up. He was more 
than capable of looking a� er 
them.

But di�  culties set in a� er 
his job as a deerstalker was 
terminated and the relation-
ship between Chauvet and 
his ex-bosses, who owned the 
grazing land, became ‘some 
what acrimonious – there is 
still an ongoing civil matter’, 
the court heard.

‘Because of that, my client 
found it extremely di�  cult to 
carry on with his husbandry 
duties. It became impossible 
for him. He accepts it was his 
responsibility to look a� er the 
animals but the root cause was 
out of his control. He tried to 
� nd alternative grazing but 
he couldn’t. He did take steps 
to reduce the size of his herd,’ 
said Mr � ornton, who added 
Chauvet had since secured a 
� ve-year deal for grazing on 
forestry land, keeping just 
nine cattle and 38 sheep.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes said 
he was satis� ed it was not nec-
essary to ban Chauvet from 
keeping livestock.

A charity bingo night at The View last Friday raised £300 for HCPT Group 43. Bingo caller 
Nicola Wilson, above right, thanked everyone who supported the event and handed 
over the cash to the charity via Maggie Anderson, second right.  Also pictured are Jack 
Anderson, Lauryn Wilson and Aisling Clark. Every year, HCPT Group 43 takes young 
people with social, emotional or physical di�  culties on a pilgrimage holiday to Lourdes 
in the south of France. It costs around £1,000 per person to attend the event.

Shut out the weather this Winter with our 
replacement windows and doors
info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Is your draught driving you daft?
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Sheriff says there are lessons to be learned
A sheri� in Oban has ruled 
that the death of a farmer 
on Tiree could have been 
avoided.

Allan MacCallum, 46, 
was crushed while working 
with a newly acquired baler 
machine, on August 18, 2018. 

His son Sean and friend 
Alistair MacArthur were 
present when the accident 
took place.

Having just purchased the 
machinery 10 days previous-
ly, Mr MacCallum had been 
keen to start harvesting on 
the farm where he lived and 
worked as a self-employed 
labourer.

Mr MacCallum and Mr 
MacArthur began making 
checks on the baler only to 
discover that the connection 
hoses from the baler were not 
compatible with his tractor.

A�er �nding and attaching  

suitable �ttings for two of 
the hoses and ‘improvis-
ing’ an alternative type of 
connection on the third, 
which was the one used 
to operate the tailgate, Mr 
MacCallum leaned over 
the baler’s nearside wheel 
to look inside while Mr 
MacArthur proceeded to 
crawl into the baler to exam-

ine parts at close quarters. 
Suddenly, without warning, 
the tailgate descended, strik-
ing Mr MacCallum on the 
chest and pinning him to the 
�oor of the baler.

Trapped inside, but un-

hurt, Mr MacArthur called 
for assistance and Sean 
MacCallum responded by 
using a tractor with a front 
loader to free his father. 
Despite lifesaving attempts, 
�rstly by Mr MacArthur 
and then by paramedics, 
Mr MacCallum died at the 
scene.

A post-mortem concluded 
that compression of the chest 
had led to cardiac arrest and 
death.

�e fatal accident enquiry 
found that the accident was 
caused by the failure of a 
reusable hydraulic �tting 
which caused the tailgate 
to drop. Had the baler’s 
hydraulic ram isolation valve 
been deployed it was likely 
that both the accident and 
resultant death could have 
been avoided.

�e inquiry also deter-

mined that one of two warn-
ing labels highlighting the 
need to deploy the isolation 
valve when the tailgate was 
raised had become unreada-
ble through erosion.

In his report, Sheri� Patrick 
Hughes said: ‘�at isolation 
valve was found to be in 
working order a�er the ac-
cident. Had it been deployed 
neither the accident nor the 
death would have happened.

‘It is to be hoped that others 
working with similar ma-
chinery in future will learn 
the lessons of this tragedy 
and utilise fail-safe mecha-
nisms in future.’

Sheri� Hughes also advised 
suppliers of agricultural ma-
chinery to send instruction 
manuals to customers via 
recorded delivery a�er it was 
noted that the baler arrived 
without one.

Death of farmer on 
Tiree was avoidable

Suddenly, without 
warning, the tailgate 
descended, striking 
Mr MacCallum...

Loaded �rearm was a 
memento, court hears
A loaded �rearm found in a 
family home in Oban was a 
dad-of-three’s sentimental 
memento, a court was told.

Police were carrying out a 
welfare check at a property at 
9 Argyll Street on June 5 last 
year when they   discovered 
two gun carriers propped up 
against a wall at the foot of a 
bed.

�e carriers contained air 
weapons and one was loaded, 
Oban Sheri� Court heard last 
week.

Jonathan McLaughlin, 
33, admitted having two 
weapons in his possession 
without having the relevant 
certi�cates.

�e court heard how 
police were at his home a�er 
concerns had been raised by 
education and social workers. 
�ey were let into the prop-
erty by McLaughlin’s elderly 
father, who also lived there.

McLaughlin, who returned 
a short time later,  told police 
he was given the air weapons 
by a friend in Wales who was 
dying. �e man, who had 
been like a second father 
to him, had invited him to 

choose something from his 
gun collection as a keepsake.

McLaughlin told police he 
believed them to be replicas 
and did not have any �rearms 
certi�cates.

Police seized the weapons 
and had them examined, 
both were air ri�es and need-
ed certi�cates to be in lawful 
possession. One of the ri�es 
was loaded.  McLaughlin was 
cautioned and charged later 
that day.

Kevin McGinness, defend-
ing, said there was ‘nothing 
sinister’ about the guns gi�ed 
to his client in 2014. ‘�ey are 
of very signi�cant, sentimen-
tal value to him,’ he said.

�e prosecution asked 
for the air weapons to be 
forfeited but Sheri� Patrick 
Hughes gave four weeks to 
see if the weapons could be 
deactivated. Sentencing was 
deferred for good behaviour 
for six months.

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Oban Times hands over silver 
savings to town’s lifeboat

Oban Times editor Susan Windram, third from right, hands over the latest batch of 
5p coins collected in the newsroom and at The Forester’s Arms to Oban coxswain Ally 
Cerexhe and RNLI fundraisers Phil Hamerton and Alison Rennie.

Colleagues at �e Oban 
Times have been saving 5p 
coins to help save lives at sea.

Editor Susan Windram 
called in at Oban Lifeboat 
Station last week to hand 
over the latest collection of 
coins, buoyed by donations 
of more of the tiny silver 
pieces sent from deputy 
editor Martin Laing’s friends 
at �e Forester’s Arms pub 

in the landlocked village of 
Cambusbarron, located near 
Stirling.

Since the Betty’s Pots 5p 
collection started last April, 
the amount so far is heading 
to £2,000.

�ere are now eight 
collection points: Atlantis 
Leisure Centre, CGL near 
Tesco, Poppies Garden 
Centre, the Perle Hotel, 

M&S, the Little Potting Shed, 
Sea Kayak Oban (in sea-
son), the Ben Lora Cafe at 
Benderloch and, of course, 
�e Forester’s Arms.

‘�e annual cost of main-
taining an all-weather life-
boat station like Oban is in 
excess of £215,000 so we still 
need all the support we can 
get,’ said RNLI fundraiser 
Phil Hamerton.
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Woman was pinned against glass wall
Shoppers had to pull an abu-
sive man o�  a woman pinned 
up against a glass wall in an 
Oban supermarket, a court 
heard.

� e 17-year-old, who cannot 
be named for legal reasons, 
appeared before Oban sheri�  
Patrick Hughes last week 
and was ordered to pay £400 
compensation to his victim 
and put   under social work 

supervision for six months. 
He pleaded guilty to assault 
and behaving in a threatening 
or abusive manner.

� e pair had previously 
been in a casual relationship 
but had split up when the in-
cident happened in October 
last year.

� e court was told the 
defendant was not pleased to 
see the woman with another 

man. He started shouting at 
her, calling her names and 
approached her in a hostile 
manner, grabbing her by her 
arms and pinning her against 
a   glass wall in the super-
market’s foyer. Members of 
the public intervened and 
pulled him away from her. 
� e woman was upset but 
unharmed and he was traced 
and arrested later.

CalMac to feature new Any 
Disability symbol on vessels
CalMac has become the � rst 
transport operator in the 
country to adopt the 
new Any Disability 
symbol, writes Jacob 
Rawley.

� e Any Dis ability 
symbol is an attempt 
to make a more in-
clusive sign for those 
who use disabled 
facilities. 

� e idea is that people 
who have hidden disabil-
ities, who may need to use 
these facilities, should not 
feel like they have to explain 
or prove their disability.

CalMac, the UK’s largest 
ferry company, will be the � rst 

transport operator to 
adopt the new symbol on 
board 33 of its ferries.

� e symbol was designed 

by a high school student who 
su� ered from a less visable 
disability. 

� e student experienced 
negative remarks, when seen 
using disabled facilities, from 
people who did not under-
stand the student’s condition, 
which led to the symbol’s 
creation.

CalMac felt this was an 
important issue as its ferries 
carried more than 5.6 million 
passengers in 2019. 

With 16 per cent of UK 
residents now registered as 
disabled, it is likely there 
were more than half a million 
passengers with disabilities 
travelling with the company.

Having listened to public 
opinion on what kind of 
business the people of Oban 
and the surrounding area 
would like to see, Graeme 
West and his soon-to-be-wife 
Catriona Currie are all set to 
go plastic-free.

An appeal on social media 
at the start of the year provid-
ed the answers the Dunbeg-
based couple were looking for 
and this week former Tesco 
manager Graeme and his 
ambulance technician part-
ner Catriona have launched 
Go Naked Veg, a plastic-free 
online shopping alternative 
which delivers straight to 
people’s doors.

‘Originally, we were looking 
to open a shop and we sent 
out a Facebook post to try 
to gauge what kind of busi-
nesses were lacking in Oban,’ 

explained Graeme. ‘Popular 
opinion decreed that people 
were keen to cut back on their 
use of non-recyclable plastic 
so the idea of running a deliv-
ery service, o� ering not just 
package-free fruit and veg 
but eco-friendly household 

cleaning and laundry prod-
ucts, was born.

‘What was only something 
of an idea a month or so 
ago has now gone full steam 
ahead to reality and we are 
looking forward to some 
exciting times.’

Go Naked Veg will o� er a 
choice of reusable boxes con-
taining a selection of organic 
vegetables and fruit that can 
be made to order. In addition, 
people can order cleaning 
products, the � rst of which 
will come in a reusable glass 
bottle which can be le�  out 
and re� lled as required.

‘With the growing problem 
of plastic waste, we want to go 
back to basics and cutting out 
the unnecessary packaging 
that so many supermarkets 
use will go a long way towards 
doing that,’ added Graeme.

‘Let’s be honest – why do we 
really need to wrap fruit and 
vegetables when they have 
their own protective coats? 

It’s as simple as peeling or 
washing.’

Graeme and Catriona are 
currently sourcing the bulk 
of their fruit and veg from a 
‘fully organic’ wholesalers in 
Bathgate but are hoping to 
be able to o� er a selection of 
locally-sourced produce in 
the future.

‘� ere is a big initiative 
going on at the moment to 
promote local cro� ers and 
small holdings and we will be 
working with them through-
out this year to try to progress 
this,’ con� rmed Graeme.

� e Go Naked Veg website 
went live on Monday with the 
� rst delivery scheduled for 
Tuesday February 18.

Initially deliveries will 
be made from Glencoe/
Dalmally to Ellenabeich and 
everywhere in between with 
a view to extending the drop-
o�  areas if there is a demand 
for it.

Couple Go Naked for 
new business venture

Catriona Currie and 
Graeme West are all 
set to deliver their new 
plastic-free business.

Charity 
games 
night
� ere will be a fun-� lled 
fundraiser tomorrow 
(Friday) night for those who 
play their cards right.

� e event, which will 
feature live music, as well as 
a variety of games, will raise 
funds for Oban Dementia 
Resource Centre on Friday 
February 7.

It will take place in the 
Masonic Club in Albany 
Street, Oban, from 7.30pm.

On top of live music, there 
will also be bingo, a ra�  e, as 
well as other games such as 
Play Your Cards Right and 
Chuck a Coin at the Bottle.

Everyone is welcome.
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Love cheat accusations result 
in man’s appearance in court
A man who accused his part-
ner of in� delity threatened 
to � ush her phone down the 
toilet, a court heard.

John Gemmell, 35, of 15 
Lonan Drive, Oban, ap-
peared at the town’s sheri�  
court last week and admitted 
abusive behaviour towards 
his then partner and sending 
o� ensive and threatening 
text messages to a man.

Gemmell will have to wait 
for reports to be heard back 
at court in March before he 
is sentenced.

Gemmell and his partner 
had been to a wedding party 
on July 6 last year where they 
had been drinking.

Gemmell’s partner went 
home to bed early and he 
followed later. Under the 
in� uence of alcohol, he woke 
her up and accused her of 
having le�  the celebration to 
meet another man.

She refused to hand over 
her mobile phone and that 
led to an argument and a 
struggle. He seized it and 
threatened to � ush it down 
the toilet.

Gemmell kept accusing 
her of cheating and told 
her to leave the house. His 
partner went to collect be-
longings from the bedroom 
but Gemmell followed her 
and pulled her onto the bed 

which resulted in bruising 
to her arms. She took photo-
graphs and showed them to 
police.

� e court also heard 
Gemmell had sent text 
messages to another com-
plainer between December 
27 and December 28 last 
year warning what he would 
do if he caught the man at 
his house when his children 
were there. It was part of a 
number of messages to that 
man, goading him to meet 
up for what the complainant 
took to mean a � ght.

Gemmell was arrested a� er 
police investigated a series of 
linked incidents.

POLICE FILES
 Between 5pm on Saturday 
January 18 and 1pm on 
Sunday January 19, at 
Keppols Farm, Ballygrant, 
Islay, a quantity of heating 
oil was stolen. Police are 
investigating the incident 
and are appealing for 
witnesses to contact them.
 About 9.15pm on Saturday 
February 1, in Argyll Street, 
Oban, a man aged 17 was 
found in possession of 
cannabis. He was issued 
with a recorded police 
warning.
 A woman in Oban has 
been tricked into buying 
gift vouchers to the value 
of several thousand 
pounds. People are 
reminded that legitimate 
organisations will not ask for 
payment via gift cards and if 
you are suspicious, contact 
your bank or the police on 
101.
 Between 11.30am and 
3.50pm on Thursday 
January 30, within a car 
park on Corran Brae, Oban, 
a car window was smashed. 
Police are investigating the 
incident and are appealing 
for any witnesses or anyone 
with any information to 
contact them.

 Between 7am and 6pm 
on Thursday January 30, 
a house in Kilmelford was 
broken into. No items 
were taken. Police are 
investigating the incident 
and are appealing for any 
witnesses or anyone with 
any information to contact 
them.
 About 10.10pm on 
Thursday January 30, on 
the A85 near Loch Awe, a 
man aged 39 was arrested 
for allegedly driving a car 
whilst under the in� uence 
of alcohol. A report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.
 At 12.50am on Sunday 
February 2, on Main Street, 
Tobermory, Mull, a man 
aged 38 was assaulted. 
Police are investigating the 
incident and are appealing 
for any witnesses or anyone 
with any information to 
contact them.
 If any member of the 
public has information in 
relation to the above, or to 
any incident, they can con-
tact their local police station 
on telephone number 101, 
or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111.

Pint-pulling rugby player 
Rachel MacDonald from 
Oban, who is usually found 
working behind the bar at 
Crerar Hotels’ Oban Bay, is 
preparing to get her wheels in 
motion.

 As part of the hotel group’s 
support for the campaign 
to beat Motor Neurone 
Disease, led by Doddie Weir, 
the 20-year-old Oban Lorne 
Ladies winger and former 
Scotland Under-20s player 
is one of only three women 
joining part of � e Wounded 
Lions’ 500-mile charity cycle 
and the youngest of all the 
riders.

Led by former Scottish 
captain and British and 
Irish Lion Rob Wainwright, 
the Lions team will carry 
the Calcutta Cup match 
ball, strapped to the back 
of a bike, 500 miles from 
Twickenham, leaving at 
noon today (� ursday 
February 6), to Murray� eld 
for the start of Scotland’s bid 
to retain the Calcutta Cup on 
Saturday February 8.

Alongside Rob, who is 
leading � e Wounded Lions’ 
core group of cyclists, will 
be rugby and sporting greats 
John Hall, Paddy Johns and 
John Barclay. 

Rachel will be joining 
the ride to see through the 
� nal push from Jedburgh 
rugby club to Murray� eld 

in time for kick-o� , along 
with Crerar Hotels’ master 
of wines, Tarquin de Burgh, 
a former British triathlon 
world championship 
competitor.

� e Crerar Hotels’ Trust 
has contributed more than 
£360,000 towards the � ght 
against MND and its spon-
sorship of the charity cycle 
is its latest endeavour in the 
quest to beat the disease.

Rachel commented: ‘At the 
age of 20, I’m shocked to ad-
mit it’s been a few years since 
I got on anything more than 
an exercise bike.

‘I’m sticking to my story 
that I’ve been too busy with 
my career at Crerar’s Oban 
Bay Hotel and Oban Lorne 
Rugby Club.

‘� is will be a real challenge, 
which I love, and I’m looking 
forward to the 49 hard miles 
with � e Wounded Lions. 
It’s a fantastic cause and I’m 
honoured to be cycling in the 
Crerar strip alongside some 
true sporting legends. 

‘I just hope these old guys 
can keep up.’

Crerar Hotels is Scotland’s 
leading Highland hotel 
company with the Oban Bay 
having just under gone a £3 
million refurbishment. 

Each year they gi�  more 
than half of their pro� ts to 
causes close to their heart, 
and close to their hotels, 
through the Crerar Trust.

Previously, a substantial 
donation was made towards 
the pioneering work of 

Rachel swaps her 
pints for pedals

Rachel MacDonald is getting in gear for The Wounded Lions’ 500-mile cycle for MND.

MND su� erer and cam-
paigner Euan MacDonald. 
� e contribution provided 
Edinburgh University with 
groundbreaking technology, 
speci� cally designed to help 
hunt down an answer.
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Husband admits 
losing temper 
during assault
A man who assaulted his wife 
a� er accusing her of cheating 
with one of his friends ap-
peared in court in Oban last 
week.

Charles Chamberlain, 37, of 
230 Shuna Terrace, Soroba, 
pleaded guilty to assault 
causing severe injury but had 
his sentence deferred until 
March for reports when cus-
tody will also be considered. 
His bail was continued.

� e court heard how 
Chamberlain’s wife had to go 
to hospital and have her wrist 
put in a plaster cast a� er the 
incident on January 3 this 
year.

Chamberlain had come 
home a� er a night drinking 
and woken up his wife to 
accuse her of cheating with 
one of her friends.

His claims were rubbished 
by his wife who tried to get 
away from him into the kitch-
en where she locked herself 
in. He tried to speak to her 

through the door and, when 
his wife got so worried it 
would disturb their children, 
she let him in but he became 
aggressive, accusing her of 
having a� airs with di� erent 
men.

� e complainant put her 
hand up to ‘get him out of 
her face’ but he grabbed her 
and a struggle broke out. She 
tried to get free from him 
but it ended with her falling 
backwards and striking a 
cupboard door.

� e woman then went into 
the living room and sat on the 
� oor against the door to keep 
him out, the accused le�  the 
property and she rang a friend 
to come over. Chamberlain 
returned later when police 
arrived and arrested him.

Chamberlain, who had no 
previous convictions, later 
told police: ‘I didn’t think it 
was that serious. All I did was 
push her.’ But admitted he 
might have lost his temper.

Fitness instructor Stuart Dauren, Esme 
Carmichael and Laura Carmichael really got 
into the spirit of the day.

Gym goes wild for charity
Feel Good Fitness in Oban held a 
day of extreme activities to raise 
money for injured animals caught 
up in the catastrophic bush � res 
in Australia.

Users and friends engaged in 
six hours of exercise interspersed 
with some innovative challenges 
devised by the Feel Good team.

Personal trainer Vicky Mac-
Intyre was the main organiser 
and got the day o�  to a steady 
start with a warm-up.

 Fort William’s Tom Smale took 
over for a powerli� ing training 
session before Isla Munro upped 
the tempo with some Highland 
Hustle. Seconds out and Sussanna 
MacMillan took over for the box-
ing, gym owner Laura Carmichael 
ran a giant disco circuit and there 
was an hour-long boogie bounce 
to round o�  the day.

Gym sta�  also took the collec-
tion box out on the town and the 
energetic event raised £750.

Isla Munro took the lead 
for the Highland Hustle.

Life in the Borders... Actor Brian Cox under 
the spotlight... Sleek St Andrews interiors... 

Wonderful world of razor clams... Delicious 
pork recipes... Katherine Grainger’s Credo...

Dog-friendly hotels... 

March issue
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email address to Scottish 
Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottish� eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless 
otherwise stated, is 31 March 2020. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.
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Inspired by 
Europe’s largest 
bird of prey; the 

White-tailed Eagle. 
Whitetail Gin 

combines strength 
& power at 47% abv 
with a smooth and 
delicate finish; it’s 

all in the detail!

INSPIRED 
BY 

NATURE 
AND 

SOURCED 
IN MULL

www.whitetailgin.com

t: 01681 705163

e: info@whitetailgin.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk 149

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitionsOFFERS &
To enter, send entries with your name, address, telephone number and email address 
to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL 
or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 March 
2020. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to win a bottle of 
Whitetail Gin.

WIN
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT FAIRMONT ST ANDREWS 

For your chance to win, simply answer the question below. 
How many acres does Fairmont St Andrews sit on?

Set on a 520-acre estate with a unique coastal setting, Fairmont St Andrews encompasses the finest in local culture with 
luxury and elegance. The resort has a plethora of facilities to explore, including two world-class golf courses, The Torrance 
and The Kittocks. Diverse, yet luxurious eating facilities include St Andrews Bar & Grill serving the finest in local Scottish steak 
and seafood with stunning views over medieval St Andrews and La Cucina specialising in traditional Italian greats. The lucky 
winner and their guest will indulge in a Little Luxury treatment of their choice at the Fairmont Spa which reflects its natural, 
coastal surroundings. Featuring a peaceful pool, an array of hydrotherapy experiences and modern gym with VR spin bikes 
and synergy rack. The winner of this fabulous competition can be confident that their experience will be truly memorable with 
outstanding service showcasing the very best of St Andrews.

Competition details as follows: Luxury overnight stay for two people in a Fairmont View Guestroom. Full Scottish breakfast buffet in 
Squire restaurant. Little Luxury Treatment per person. Full access to Fairmont Spa & fitness facilities. Terms and conditions apply. Valid 

until 31 Dec 2020 subject to availability (blackout dates will apply).
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Celtic Connections is over for 
another year and, as it always 
does, it blasted away the win-
ter blues of any musician or 
music lover who was able to 
get to Glasgow from January 
16 to February 2.

With more than 2,000 
musicians and hundreds of 
events on over its 18 days, 
Celtic Connections 2020 has 
once again delivered a spec-
tacular start to the year.

I managed to make it along 
to a couple of concerts this 
year and both were top notch.

Aiseirigh – � e Songs of 
Alasdair mac Mhaighstir 
Alasdair. Strathclyde Suite, 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall:

Supported by An Lòchran 
and Bòrd na Gàidhlig, this 
collaboration of singers 
and musicians led by Allan 
MacDonald of Glenuig, 
celebrated the work of 
Alasdair MacDonald, known 
as Alasdair mac Mhaighstir 
Alasdair, one of the most pro-
li� c bards of Gaelic literature.

� e night entailed a � ne 
combination of performanc-
es of a selection of his songs, 
with background details on 
the songs and the life of the 
bard, narrated expertly by 
Allan.

� e singers and musicians 
brought the songs to life 
beautifully and Allan’s 
commentary – and singing 
– reminded me why for 
many years I have held him 
high as the most all-round, 
powerfully gi� ed musician 
in the world of Highland 
music. He has a background 
steeped in the music and 
language of his people, he has 
the academic ability to learn 
and retain a vast reservoir of 
knowledge in the � eld, he has 
the charisma and con� dence 
to articulate that knowledge 
to an audience with accuracy 
and humour, and he has a 
prodigious gi�  as a musician 
and can therefore perform 
the tunes and songs to the 
very highest level.

Allan the Whaler, as he is 
known, li� ed this concert 
well beyond any normal 
event of its kind.

Peat and Diesel – 
The Barrowland
As I fully expected, this con-
cert had one of the most wild 
and electric atmospheres I 
have ever experienced.

I have written in various 
articles previously about the 

meteoric rise of Peat and 
Diesel and this sold-out con-
cert in one of the country’s 
best loved and most prestig-
ious music venues showed 
clearly that they fully deserve 
their success and that their 
rise will continue on to even 
greater heights.

� e power that Peat and 
Diesel create in their songs 
and performances and can 
pass on to their audiences is 
magical and their music is 
delivered with an unpreten-
tious raw energy and talent 
that is a refreshing change to 
much of the modern output 
of traditional music.

Lead singer Boydie’s ‘sail’ 
on a rubber dinghy from the 
back of the room, across the 
top of the audience was one 
of the best stage entrances I 
have even seen.

Fergie’s 50th 
album
Not Celtic Connections relat-
ed, but Fergie MacDonald’s 
50th album has just been 
released and as this is a 
musical column, it must be 
mentioned. I will write a full 
article on this album and the 
amazing Fergie next week.

Police found man 
injecting heroin
Police checking a man had 
moved into emergency accom-
modation in Oban found him 
injecting himself with heroin.

James McMillan, 26, was in 
his room at Solas in Albany 
Street on June 11 last year and 
was under the in� uence of 
drugs when police walked in. 
He also appeared to be hiding 
something in his hand that 
turned out to be a full syringe 
of brown liquid. It looked as 
though he had been in the pro-
cess of injecting himself, Oban 
Sheri�  Court heard last week.

Police could also see drugs 
paraphernalia on view and a 
number of bags, one of which 

contained brown powder that 
turned out to be heroin and 
three bags of cocaine, valued 
respectively at £40, £60 and 
£240. All the items were seized.

McMillan, who pleaded 
guilty to possessing heroin and 
cocaine, appeared from custo-
dy. His earliest release date is 
September 4 this year.

� e court heard that at the 
time of the Solas o� ence he had 
a signi� cant drug problem but 
was now doing well in prison, 
currently on methadone and 
had been on detox. He also had 
a job in jail.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes de-
ferred sentence until October.

Driver was � ve times over limit
A man caught drink driving 
in Oban a� er an anonymous 
tip-o�  to police was almost 
� ve times over the limit.

Craig Donn, 36, of 47 
Longsdale Crescent, Oban, 
admitted having 101 micro-
grams of alcohol in 100 mil-
lilitres of breath, far in excess 
of the 22 micrograms limit.

He was stopped on January 
16 this year, smelling strongly 

of alcohol. Kevin McGinness, 
defending, said his client 
had been out drinking with 
a friend the night before but 
had kept drinking later on. 
He expressed deep regret.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
banned him for 16 months, 
reduced to 12 months if he 
successfully completed a re-
habilitation scheme. He was 
also � ned £350.

Oban’s Phoenix Cinema is 
experiencing blockbusting 
numbers of visitors to its two 
screens.

In a 12-month period, 
numbers have increased by 
4,000 which is a ‘reel’ reason 
to celebrate, says the Scottish 
charity’s chairman Gary 
Brown.

A new board took over the 
community-run cinema three 
years ago and has ‘upped its 
game’ since, said Mr Brown.

Revamping the foyer area 
and moving the concession 
stand further back in the 
George Street building has had 
a part to play in breathing new 
life back into the venture.

‘� e place was looking very 
tired before we started to make 
changes. People were just over-
looking it but now it’s become 
a place to go,’ added Mr Brown.

‘� e next stage is very much 

in discussion but we’re talking 
about turning part of the front 
building into a box o�  ce area 
and space for sta� . Our sta�  do 
a great job.

‘We are in a better position 
� nancially since we took over 
as a board. We’re still actively 
looking for sponsorship but 
we’ve been fortunate to have 

an anonymous donor who 
has helped us bring our vision 
forward. 

‘We’ve also had support 
from Crerar Hotels through its 
funding trust and other local 
businesses, which we appreci-
ate very much,’ he said.

As well as a new box o�  ce 
being on the list for 2020, so 

is continuing to improve the 
cinema for the public.

With new Bond movie No 
Time To Die on the horizon 
this spring, even more fans will 
be making their way through 
the cinema’s doors but it is not 
the � lms that make the cine-
ma’s pro� ts, said Mr Brown.

‘A lot of money goes to the 
� lm distributors, but where 
we make our money is on the 
concessions so we’d really like 
people to buy their popcorn 
and treats from us,’ he added.

Last Friday, members of the 
cinema’s board gave sta�  a 
well-earned night o�  so they 
could � nally catch-up on a 
Christmas meal together.

� e board members were 
trained and given a helping 
hand from the town’s teenage 
police force. Mr Brown’s 
wife, PC Claire Brown, was 
there with young people from 
the Police Scotland’s Young 
Volunteers group she runs in 
Oban.

Ticket sales are a 
box-offi ce smash

In the line of duty, Police Scotland Youth Volunteers help 
take over the cinema so its sta�  get a night o� .

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Putting the spotlight on Oban FM
The Oban Times has 
teamed up with Oban 
FM (103.3) to bring 
our readers a monthly 
question and answer 
pro�le on our community 
radio DJs. In the spotlight 
this week is one of the 
station’s longest serving 
presenters, Campbell 
Cameron, who takes 
the regular Wednesday 
Drive-time slot from 5pm 
to 7pm. Well worth a 
listen.
How long have you been 
at Oban FM? Since 1992 – 
28 years continuously this 
year.
What is your ‘daytime’ 
job?  I am a business 
consultant – specialising in 
broadband and business 
mentoring and coaching.
What is your earliest 
memory? Day one at 
school in Benderloch’s 
Lochnell Primary School 
with Mrs MacArthur – what 
a teacher!
Which living person do 
you most admire, and 
why? Greta Thunberg 

takes a bit of beating – she 
will wake us up on climate 
change! David Attenbor-
ough is fairly close behind 
– what an ambassador for 
the planet. Then it’s Nicola 
the First Minister – she 
is an inspiration in the 
pursuit of normality for a 
country. Independence. Am 
I allowed three?
What was the �rst record/
download you bought? 
Download? A 7” single it 
was! Leapy Lee and Little 
Arrows – 1967.  It was the 
�rst time I remember 
recognising a story in 
a song! Then I bought 
a cassette tape of Allan 
Freeman’s First Lesson – a 
compilation of all the late 
‘60s blockbusters.

What are your all-time 
top �ve tunes? Imagine 
– John Lennon; Bohemian 
Rhapsody – Queen; The 
River – Bruce Springsteen; 
Whole of the Moon – The 
Waterboys; Miracle of Being 
(Youth Mix) – Capercaillie, 
the �rst ever top 40 single 
in Gaelic. They’re the rock 
ones – then there are the 

folkie ones, the country 
ones, and the chart ones....
What is your most 
treasured possession? 
After good health, I just 
love my house in the village 
of Benderloch which I share 
with Joy.
What would your super 
power be? Teleporting or 
�ying.

Who would you invite 
to your dream dinner 
party? Jesus, St Teresa 
of India, President John F 
Kennedy, Bob Hope and 
actor David Niven.
From those alive? Mike 
Scott of the Waterboys, 
First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon, Billy Connolly, 
Greta Thunberg and 

David Attenborough. Great 
variety !
If you could go back in 
time, where would you 
go? I would love to travel 
back to Oban about 1880 
with a few pounds in my 
pooch. It would be grand 
to witness the coming of 
the railway – all the ships 
too – to sail into Oban Bay 
aboard one of the steamers 
arriving out of Clydeside 
Glasgow to serve the west 
and the islands. Epic! And 
a dram of the ‘Oban’ at the 
Oban Inn too.
What single thing would 
improve the quality of 
your life? Now we have 
superfast broadband in 
Benderloch, all we need 
now is great spring and 
summer sunshine.
What is the most impor-
tant lesson life has taught 
you? When it all comes 
down to it – it is not about 
things material – it’s about 
friends. Helping others and 
making someone smile is 
the biggest delight in my 
life.

Oban FM’s Campbell Cameron.
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Charges 
for water 
set to rise
Scotland’s 2020/2021 
household water and waste 
water service charges have 
been announced.

� ere will be an increase 
of 0.9 per cent on last year 
across all council tax bands – 
about £3 extra a year for the 
average household – Scottish 
Water has announced. It 
means the average Scottish 
Water household charge in 
2020/2021 will be £372.

Scottish Water provides 
1.4 billion litres of water a 
day and treats nearly one 
billion litres of waste water 
daily, serving 2.5 million 
households and more than 
� ve million customers. It 
operates more than 60,000 
miles of water pipes and 
sewers and more than 2,000 
water and waste water 
treatment works.

Between 2015 and 2021, 
more than £3.5 billion is 
being invested in the network 
to ensure customers receive 
good service and water 
quality, and the environment 
is protected

Argyll’s sole inpatient ward 
for dementia patients remains 
under threat a� er bosses de-
ferred a decision on its future.

Ignoring heavy rain outside 
Argyll and Bute Council 
headquarters at Kilmory last 
Wednesday (January 29), 
protesters gathered to voice 
their opinion that Mid Argyll 
Hospital’s Knapdale Ward 
should be kept open and 
enhanced for the future.

Including members of the 
public, relatives of dementia 
su� erers, nursing and medical 
professionals and trade union 
UNISON representatives, the 
protesters made their feelings 
known to members of the 
Argyll and Bute Integration 
Joint Board (IJB) – the group 
overseeing health and social 
care in the region – ahead of 
the meeting.

In the end the IJB decided 
to begin a formal public con-
sultation before meeting on 
March 25 to ‘make a decision’ 
on the future of the facility.

� e future of Knapdale 
Ward has hung in the balance 
since managers at Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) closed 
the ward to new admissions in 
February 2018.

Since then a Dementia 
Redesign Group within the 
HSCP has been looking at the 
future of care for dementia 
su� erers in Argyll and Bute.

But sta�  and UNISON have 
slammed bosses over a lack of 
consultation about plans for 
the unit.

And the brother of one 
Knapdale Ward inpatient only 
stumbled across the closure 

plans the weekend before the 
meeting. He claims he was 
never consulted.

Four options have been 
considered by the Dementia 
Redesign Group, with the pre-
ferred option being to move 
to an enhanced community 
care model, with inpatient 
services provided ‘out of area’. 
Knapdale inpatient ward 
would be closed.

� e ‘redesign’ would save 
an estimated £200,000 within 
Argyll and Bute – but if 10 
patients per annum require 
inpatient care, the additional 
payment to NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde would 
potentially be £196,000, ac-
cording to HSCP � gures.

Campaigners prefer an-
other identi� ed alternative   
– Option 4 – which would 
develop Knapdale ward to 
provide inpatient assessment/
respite/day care/outpatients/
information hub and a com-

munity team base along with 
the development of enhanced 
community teams.

UNISON also claims that 
sta�  calls for improvements to 
the ward have been ignored by 
HSCP bosses.

Ahead of Wednesday’s meet-
ing, a 3,000-signature petition 
entitled ‘Save Knapdale Ward’ 
was handed to IJB chairman 
Kieron Green by UNISON 
regional organiser Simon 
MacFarlane.

Following the meeting 
Joanna Macdonald, chief 
o�  cer for Argyll and Bute 
HSCP, said: ‘We will now be 
carrying out a full consul-
tation on the proposal with 
a further report submitted 
to the IJB on the outcome of 
this consultation at its next 
meeting on March 25. We 
will carry out engagement 
with the public, sta� , families 
of people with dementia and 
other interested stakeholders.’

Protest petition fails to 
halt ward closure plans

Protesters make their feelings clear at the meeting.

by Colin Cameron
editor@obantimes.co.uk

OT



Argyll and the Isles could have a stronger 
business voice to address challenges – and 
make the best of opportunities – within the 
region.

Mid Argyll Chamber of Commerce raised 
the prospect of a pan-Argyll business network 
at a special meeting in Lochgilphead, with 
business representatives invited from far and 
wide.

� e idea arose from meetings in 2019 during 
which one of the subjects under discussion 
was the Rural Growth Deal, at which point it 
was realised there was no single business voice 
for Argyll.

Businesspeople from Campbeltown, Oban 
and Lochgilphead attended the meeting, 
held on January 28 and hosted by MacLeod 

Construction, where chamber of commerce 
chairman David Smart said: ‘� e intention is 
not to replicate the e� ort of organisations al-
ready in existence but to act as hub or conduit 
for concerns.’

� e move was welcomed by Kintyre busi-
nessman Jim Martin, who stressed the impact 
on the area of recent job losses at CS Wind 
and Campbeltown Creamery.

Mr Martin said: ‘It would be useful to be 
connected to other business groups around 

Argyll to give us more in� uence.’
An important next step will be to look at 

the formation of a Kintyre business group to 
join the Oban and Dunoon BIDs (Business 
Improvement Districts) and Mid Argyll 
Chamber of Commerce in the umbrella 
organisation.

It is hoped that Helensburgh Chamber of 
Commerce will get involved and the need to 
include rural and island areas is high on the 
list.

‘Some of the bene� ts will be the potential 
for more clout with politicians at all levels, 
and hopefully this will be a vehicle for 
bringing people together,’ said Mid Argyll’s 
Mr Smart.

� e move is supported by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Business Gateway team and a 
follow-up meeting is planned to move the 
process forward.

Thursday 6 February 202014

BUSINESS NEWS

by Colin Cameron
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Drax’s Cruachan power station has just 
won a six-year contract to keep the 
National Grid stable.

The contract will see the pumped 
storage hydro station at 
Lochawe  provide 
system support 
services to the 
National Grid to 
help it maintain 
secure supplies.

Andy Koss, 
right, chief 
executive of 
Drax Generation, 
said: ‘Provision of 
these crucial services is 
central to Drax’s purpose of enabling a 
zero carbon, lower cost energy future. 

‘Our strategic aim is to be a leading 
provider of system services which 
support the deployment of more 
renewable power. 

‘It could also help to bring us a step 
closer to our ambition to become a 
carbon negative company by 2030.’

This is the � rst tender National Grid 
Electricity System Operator has run 
under phase one of its System Stability 
Path� nder. 

Under the terms of the provisional 
contract, one of the four turbines at 
the 440MW Cruachan pumped storage 
hydro power station in Argyll and Bute, 
will no longer generate power. Instead 
the turbine will only be used to provide 
the services needed to support the 
system.

The National Grid is planning other 
stability tenders to take place, both 
nationally and regionally which provide 
an opportunity to secure further 
contracts for some of Drax’s other 
power generation assets.

The contract means Drax will provide 
services such as inertia, which keeps 
the system stable, and reactive power 
which helps move power around the 
grid. 

Cruachan powers 
ahead with new 
support contract

A louder voice for 
Argyll businesses?

Some of those who attended the meeting in Lochgilphead to discuss a pan-Argyll business network.

‘Some of the bene� ts will be 
the potential for more clout 
with politicians at all levels.’

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com
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World-winning gin is labour of love
The Lodge on Loch Lomond, the 
four-star hotel on the banks of Loch 
Lomond, has been announced as a 
� nalist for Best Wedding Venue, in the 
Prestige Hotel Awards 2020.

Voted for by the public, Prestige Hotel 
Awards will host a glittering awards 
ceremony on Sunday March 15 at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow. The 
Lodge on Loch Lomond will be battling 
it out with � erce competition in order 
to be named Best Wedding Venue of 
the year.

The Lodge on Loch Lomond has a 
stunning location and unrivalled views 
across the water. The unique location 
provides the perfect backdrop for a 
magical outdoor wedding ceremony 
and creates a wonderfully romantic 
occasion.

Sandra Cunningham, sales manager 
at the hotel, said: ‘We are so delighted 
to be a � nalist for the Prestige Hotel 
Awards 2020. It is testament to the dedi-
cation and hard work of the amazing 
team we have here. Your wedding is the 
most special day of your life so we think 
it deserves an extra-special location.’

Visit www.loch-lomond.co.uk

Hotel is � nalist for 
national award

Tobermory Gin has won the cov-
eted title of Best Scottish Classic 
Gin at the highly acclaimed 
World Gin Awards.

� e artisan Hebridean distiller 
fought o�  sti�  competition to 
win the category’s top prize 
despite it being Tobermory’s 
� rst gin in its 222-year distilling 
history.

Distilled in a John Dore & Co 
copper still in a newly-built gin 
house at Tobermory Distillery, 
the Hebridean gin, which was 
launched just six months ago, 
is made with 13 hand-selected 
botanicals including juniper, el-
der� ower and sweet orange peel.

� e gin is made using tea grown 
in the area and a splash of spirit 
from the Tobermory whisky stills.

Julieann Fernandez, who is 
master blender at Tobermory 
Distillery, said: ‘A win of this 
calibre a� er only six months of 
production is absolutely incredi-
ble and showcases our wonderful 
gin on the global stage.

‘� e gin is a labour of love, 

combining experience built up 
over 200 years with passion and 
cra� manship to create a stun-
ning product inspired by our 
expressive natural surroundings.

‘� is ethos contributes to every 
aspect of our identity, from 
the choice of botanicals to a 
beautifully designed bottle and 

delicious ideal serves. It’s like 
creating a piece of art.  With this 
amount of care and attention 
from our team, we’re extremely 
pleased to be recognised by the 
judges of these esteemed awards.’

� e award comes a� er a very 
busy 2019 for the gin, having 
partnered up with Edinburgh 

Art Fair to launch the UK’s � rst 
‘� ne art crawl’, where consumers 
took part in guided tours around 
outlets showcasing pop up gal-
leries of works from artists.

� e distillery will see the start 
of an artist-in-residence pro-
gramme opening up at its home 
on Mull later this year.

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods
If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 

We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.
We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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With a gun to the hill
Judging by the size of my mail bag whenever I 
write about deer in these columns, it is obvious 
they are as popular in Scotland’s rural areas as 
they always have been, despite the clamour to 
get rid of them by Scottish Natural Heritage, 
the John Muir Trust, the National Trust for 
Scotland, the Scottish Wildlife Trust, Trees for 
Life and many others who are anti-deer.

Trusts? A misuse of the term if there ever was 
one in this context.

I am o� en asked what methods our forebears 
used to kill and capture deer. � e obvious 
answer, of course, are � rearms, but as stalking 
and shooting deer was not considered gen-
tlemanly among deer forest owners up until 
the early 1800s, it was much later before ri� es 
were built to withstand the rigours of the hill 
and to be su�  ciently accurate to kill at some 
distance.

� e development of � rearms has been a long 
process as man counts time. It has taken many 
generations.

� eir history begins with gunpowder. 
Although the Chinese and the Greeks get the 
glory of inventing it, the credit should proba-
bly go to an English monk; it was certainly a 
Scottish church minister who secured the � rst 
successful patent for application of fulminate 
to ignite the charge of powder in a gun.

From there on it soon became well known in 
siege warfare. John Barbour, Archdeacon of 
Aberdeen, who wrote in 1375 of an expedition 
made against the Scots in 1327 by Edward III, 
records that ‘crayks of war’ [cannons] were 
used by the English, weapons which the Scots 
had never seen before. It is impossible to say 
what time-span � rearms might have taken to 
come into use had the demand for them been 
for sporting purposes only. � eir development 
was due to war.

Long before gunpowder, man hunted deer by 
driving them between long converging stone 
walls into enclosures where they could be 
slaughtered with stones, sticks, spears, arrows, 
knives and swords. Good examples of these 
can still to be seen on Jura and on Rum. In an 
account of the Island of Jura written in 1549, 
by Donald Monro � . (1526–1574), a Scottish 
clergyman who wrote an early and historically 
valuable description of the Hebrides and other 
Scottish islands and enjoyed the honori� c title 

of Dean of the Isles, described how the deer 
were driven by men and dogs through the 
isthmus between Loch Tarbert on the west 
and Tarbert Bay in the east.

In the Old Statistical Account of Scotland 
printed in 1796, the Rev Donald Maclean, 
deputy lieutenant of Inverness-shire and 

minister of the Small Isles, gave an account of 
a similar operation on Rum. ‘Before the use 
of � rearm the method of killing deer [by the 
inhabitants] was as follows: on each side of the 
glen formed by two mountains, stone dykes 
were begun pretty high in the mountains and 
carried to the lower part of the valley, always 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern Lines
With a gun to the
Morvern Lines

On the north end of the island of Kerrera 
stands a granite obelisk overlooking 
Ardantrive Bay. 

It can be seen from Oban and the 
surrounding area, and is a monument 
to David Hutcheson, a steamship owner 
who paved the way for travel between 
the Hebrides. D and A Hutcheson 
was the forerunner to Caledonian 
MacBrayne, the west coast ferry service 
operator.

Steamboats have played an important 
part in the history of the west coast. 
They not only supplied the islands with 
necessities, but also brought tourism. 
They opened up the coast and one of 
the places to bene� t was Oban. In the 
18th century, Johnston and Boswell 
visited Oban, which was little more than 
a hamlet with an inn, but by the time 
the Caledonian Canal was completed 
in 1822, it was a mecca for those who 
wished to travel the ‘Royal Route’ by 
steamer to Inverness.

Hutcheson was born in 1799 in 
Inverkeithing, Fife, but the family moved 
to Port Glasgow. He was related to the 
owners of the J and G Burns Steamship 
Company, where he worked his way up 
from a clerk to a manager and partner, 
before going into business with his 
brother Alexander in 1848. Another 
member of the company was David 
MacBrayne. Hutcheson and his partners 
acquired Burns shipping lines which 
served the Highlands and the Hebrides.

They opened new routes and bought 
over other businesses, becoming the 
largest shipping company serving 
the area. In 1855, they launched Iona, 
a purpose-built paddle steamer. The 
company continued to thrive and by the 
late 1870s had 15 ships.

Hutcheson retired in 1876 while 
Alexander retired two years later, leaving 
MacBrayne as the sole owner. He died 
in Glasgow in 1881 but was buried at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery between Dunsta� -
nage and Oban. 

The monument was erected in 1883.

Monument to a 
maritime mover 
and shaker

by Valerie Forsyth
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Also from our 1996 archive and with little information, this photograph merely says: 
‘Coisir Og Lochabair posed before they went on stage to perform.’

We go back to 1996 this week and a photograph that has little information other than 
it says: ‘Jack Anderson, left, and Harry Russell, pupils from Oban High School, enjoyed 
themselves at Blairgowrie.’ Could it be at the Royal National Mod?

With a gun to the hill
drawing nearer, till within three or four feet of 
each other. ‘From this narrow pass a circular 
space was enclosed by a stone wall, of a height 
su�  cient to con� ne the deer; to this place they 
were pursued and destroyed.’

 Similar walls and enclosures were report-
ed on Skye. An 18th century account of 
deer-hunting on the mainland tells us that 
sometimes the walls of the � nal trap were 
made of stakes and brushwood instead of 
stones. � e ring of men who drove the deer 
towards these places was called the Tinchel, 
or Tainchell – a Gaelic word meaning a circle.

In the Highlands, the enclosures was called 
Tigh’n Sealag, the hunting houses, and elrick 
or elrig in parts of Perthshire and southern 
Argyll. In the 1880s, traces of these old stone 
dykes were still visible on 
Ben Griam, in Sutherland, 
and in the forest of 
Dunrobin.

Achnacarry is one of 
the oldest and � nest deer 
forests in Scotland. Here, in 
1654, Sir Ewen Cameron of 
Lochiel (1629-1719) organ-
ised deer drives to entertain 
and impress some English 
o�  cers of Cromwell’s army 
whom he had imprisoned 
on St Columba’s Island near 
the foot of Loch Arkaig. 
According to a clan histo-
rian: ‘Lochiel, who omitted no civility that 
he thought would add to the pleasure of his 
guests, carried them to the head of the loch 
in a boat, where he was met by some hundred 
of his men, whom he ordered to be convened 
for that purpose. � ese people, stretching 
themselves in a line along the hills, soon 
enclosed great numbers of deer, which, having 
driven to a place appointed, they guarded 
them so closely within a circle that the gen-
tlemen had the pleasure of killing them with 
broad-swords, which was a diversion new and 
uncommon to them. � ey passed some days 
in this forest very agreeably, and were regaled 
with a variety of venison and wildfowl.’ � is 
was probably one of the last recorded tinchels 
in the Highlands.

Early stalkers had to manage and make do 

Showing how � rearms developed over 
the ages. Top: the � intlock; centre: the 
percussion; and, bottom: modern breech 
loading. Photographs: Iain Thornber

with military � intlock muskets which were 
the British army’s stock issue for 150 years. 
Flintlocks, which is a general term for any � re-
arm that uses a � int striking ignition mecha-
nism, were notoriously inaccurate, clumsy and 
relied on collective � re-power rather a single, 
well-placed, shot. 

Of all the problems with these early weap-
ons, the main one was wet weather, in which 
the gun powder was prone to become damp 
causing endless mis� res. At the battle of 
Culloden, where it rained, those on both sides 
who carried guns threw them away in frustra-
tion because they couldn’t get them to go o�  
with the result that they ended up wielding 
them like clubs.

Another hazard of using these old black-pow-
der guns and ri� es was the thick cloud of 
smoke a� er they went o� , blocking the view 
of the target. Unless there was a strong cross-
wind blowing, the stalker had to leap to his 
feet and move smartly sideways to get a second 
shot or even to see if his � rst one killed what 

he was aiming at. I have 
o� en come home face 
and hands blackened 
a� er a day shooting wood 
cock with a muzzle-load-
ing shotgun. � ere were 
also problems judging 
distance and working 
out how much the bullet 
would drop in the course 
of its � ight. � e old stalk-
ers used to say that their 
best ghillies could almost 
run as fast and as straight 
as a round bullet once it 
had le�  the barrel of a 

smooth-bore, muzzle-loading ri� e!
Matchlocks, wheel locks, arquebuss, or 

calivers and snaphaunces preceded the 
� intlock whose popularity lasted until well 
into the 19th century. � ey were succeeded 
by an assembly consisting of a hammer and 
a nipple which held a small percussion cap. 
� e nipple contained a tube which went into 
the barrel. When the trigger was released the 
hammer struck the cap, causing the mercuric 
fulminate inside it to explode. � e � ames from 
this explosion travelled down the tube in the 
nipple and entered the barrel, where it ignited 
the main powder charge.

Following the percussion came the breech 
loading mechanism which is to be found on 
most modern weapons.
 To be continued next week.

Long before gunpowder, 
man hunted deer by 
driving them between long 
converging stone walls 
into enclosures where 
they could be slaughtered 
with stones, sticks, spears, 
arrows, knives and swords.
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Ferries and roads are crucial 
for islanders
Ferries and roads are our most important 
daily needs, apart from food.

Plenty has already been voiced by people 
with common sense about how they are get-
ting worse by the week.

Roy Pederson, only three weeks ago, put for-
ward an excellent plan for having two smaller 
ferries rather than a large vessel.

I was speaking with at least two ex-merchant 
navy men, who had extensive knowledge of 
the Western Isles seafaring, and both told me 
that the MV Pioneer, which sailed the Minch 
in the 1970s, was the best boat they had been 
on with CalMac, and that it would make the 
Barra or Uist crossing in a force nine.

New vessels ought to be built on the Pioneer 
model, with two smaller ferries for each port.

Now is the time to do the right thing, be-
cause ferries are vital for we islanders but we 
are given the cold shoulder.

Put roads and ferries, along with we island-
ers, � rst in line, every time.

Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir , Uibhist a Deas.

Fish farming is damaging 
migratory � sh stocks
� ere are numerous factors which have 
contributed to the collapse of migratory � sh 
stocks, some of which are still not understood. 
� is majestic area was renowned for its plenti-
ful migratory stocks.

I � nd it incredulous that marine farming 
seems to be developed with such lack of 
accountability on both the farmers’ part and 
local government.

I count 46 cages in Loch Etive from OSMaps 
satellite images. I � nd it surprising in these 
days of (supposedly) responsible environ-
mental governance that such a concentration 
of farms is encouraged, and will presumably 
be increased. � e rightful importance of local 
employment is o� en highlighted. I spoke to a 
local who said they tend to bring in their own 
workers.

� e recent escape of thousands of rainbow 
trout is environmental pollution. Rainbow 
trout are an alien species. Are there signi� cant 
� nes for these polluters, which can then be put 
back into e� ective policing?

� e televised footage of lorry loads of dead, 
presumably diseased, � sh being discarded put 
me in mind of a comparison. If these were 

sheep, cows or hens, what would be the public 
and agency response?

Farmed salmon has taken pressure o�  the 
wild stocks, but also created a market for itself. 
Has the undeniable yet   largely unquanti� ed 
e� ect marine farming has on migratory stocks 
been explored? I doubt it.

And why are closed containment systems 
not being utilised? 

It genuinely surprises me when there has 
been the collapse of migratory � sh stocks of 
the magnitude there has been in this area, that 
governance appears so sterile. 

Loch Etive’s marine environment, I believe, 
is signi� cantly polluted. Invasive escapees, 
chemicals from the drugs used and, of course, 
sea lice.

Alastair T Aitken, by email.

New business idea 
deserves to succeed
� ere is an ever-increasing awareness of 
the need for us all to be more environ-
mentally friendly.

We are all urged to reduce the amount 
of plastic we use, given how damaging we 
know it is to the environment.

So it is welcome news we report this 
week that Dunbeg couple Graeme West 
and Catriona Currie are launching an 
eco-friendly business called Go Naked 
Veg. As the quirky name suggests, 
Graeme and Catriona will supply people 
in this area with fresh produce, and 
re� llable household cleaning and laundry 
products, free from plastic wrapping.

� e business idea has already been 
welcomed across Argyll. Given the crisis 
we face, it deserves to succeed.

It is something of a curious anomaly 
that Kilbowie Outdoor Centre in Oban 
is owned and run by North Lanarkshire 
Council.

However, it is bad news for Oban that 
the North Lanarkshire local authority has 
announced the centre’s closure next year.

A� er many years of austerity with 
public � nances, the council says it simply 
cannot a� ord to maintain the centre. 

A spokesperson said: ‘Reductions to 
our revenue budget mean that levels 
of subsidy provided by the council, for 
pupils to attend, is no longer sustainable.’

While there is understandable anger 
in North Lanarkshire that Kilbowie is to 
close, it is also a serious blow for Oban. 
� e centre, a� er all, employs people from 
the Oban area who now face an uncertain 
future.

Outdoor centre’s 
closure is a blow for 
Oban employees

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to 
showcase these each week. If you 
have a photograph you would like to 
see published here, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, 
PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. Alternative-
ly, hand it in to our o�  ces in Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, or to our o�  ce in High Street, 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Community council wants 
footpath to be reinstated
We refer to two articles in � e Oban Times 
of January 16: Connel Community Council 
(CCC) is delighted that the new build of rental 
housing units is complete (page two) but wish-
es to point out that site works are not.

Siubhail gu sàbhailte is ruig-
heachd shlàn dhut! Briathran 
coibhneil agus deagh rùn 
a chluinnear bitheanta � ù 
’s ged a dh’� aodte nach eil 
luchd-labhairt daonnan 
làn-mhothachail air brìgh an 
cuid cainnte.

Nuair a chruthaich 
luchd-poilitigs New York 
iomairt margaideachd gus 
spionnadh agus soirbheachas 
a’ bhaile a bhrosnachadh mu 
dhà � ichead bliadhna air 
ais bha feadhainn a’ cur sìos 
air an iomairt ag ràdh nach 
robh luchd-obrach thionns-
galan a’ bhaile da-rìribh 
dhan � eadhainn a bha iad 
a’ frithealadh nuair a bha iad 
a’ guidhe latha math dhaibh. 
(Have a good day!)

Ach dh’obraich sin dha New 
York agus shoirbhich eacon-
amaidh a’ bhaile. � eagamh 
gun gabh New York na bheil 
ann uile de thèarainteachd 
sluaigh, ach a dh’aindeoin 
sin tha amas sàbhailteachd 
luachmhor agus cudromach.

Bha mi a’ coimhead air ais 
air Beachd a sgrìobh mi deire-
adh an Dàmhair 2014 goirid 
mus deach iomairt ùr a chur 
an gnìomh gus astar trafaig 
air an A9 eadar Inbhir Nis 
agus Peairt a shèimheachadh 
le camarathan a’ cumail 

cunntas air astar charbadan 
fa leth thar phìosan àraid 
den t-slighe. Bha mi ag 
aontachadh gur e gluasad 
riatanach a bh’ ann nan dèan-
adh e cùisean nas sàbhailte, 
agus a rèir aithrisean bhon 
uairsin ’s ann mar sin a th’ air 
a bhith is gu h-àraid nas lugha 
de thubaistean bàsmhor air 
tachairt.

� a iomadh bliadhna a-nise 
bho chaidh rathad-mòr an A9 
a leasachadh bho shlighe sin-
gilte agus ’s � ada bho chrìon 
annas luchd-siubhail ann an 
goireas rathad dà-� illte. Bha 
iomadh adhbhar air sin, eadar 
farmad dha rathaidean phàir-
tean eile den dùthaich agus ri 
linn cumhachd agus comas 
astair charbadan an-diugh. 
Mu dheireadh thall tha an 
luchd-iomairt a th’ air a bhith 
a’ coiteachadh gus an t-slighe 
eadar Inbhir Nis agus Peairt a 
dhùblachadh a’ faicinn adhar-
tas, le gealladh bho Riaghaltas 
na h-Albann gum bi slighe 
dhùbailte crìochnaichte ann 
an 2025.

Ged a tha luchd-àrainneachd 
na aghaidh saoilidh mi nach 
tig latha anns nach bi feum air 
slighean sàbhailte gus siubhal 
na dùthcha agus gum bheil sin 
a’ fìreanachadh na cosgais seo. 
’S tric a chithear lèirsinn ùr a’ 

leantainn gnìomh agus gu 
cinnteach tha cuid den dealb-
hachadh a rinneadh air an A9 
roimhe air leth cunnartach, 
gu sònraichte far am bheil aig 
trafaig ri gearradh tarsaing air 
carbadan eile nuair a tha iad a’ 
fàgail neo a’ tighinn chun na 
làimhe-deise air an rathad.

Bhiodh cosgais na 
mhàthair-adhbhar air 
co-dhùnaidhean nuair a thog-
adh an siostam seo, agus tha 
cosgais nas motha buileach 
na trioblaid a’ feuchainn ris 
na mearachdan sin a cheart-
achadh. Dè luach a chuirear 
air beatha neach sam bith?

Cuiridh sinn fàilte air 
rathad ùr le dòchas gur e 
sàbhailteachd luchd-siub-
hail am prìomh iùl aig an 
luchd-dealbhachaidh.

Hazardous junctions on the 
A9 have claimed many lives 
over the years, and as the 
dualling of the route between 
Inverness and Perth moves 
towards completion in 2025, 
it is vital that the safety of 
its users over many decades 
ahead is the guiding principle 
of its construction.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan 
Campbell) ailean@

obantimes.co.uk

� e contractor chose to divert a right of way 
footpath and, despite much correspondence over 
the life of the project, this has yet to be reinstated 
to an acceptable standard, with planning per-
mission still required for one section.

CCC, a statutory consultee, has repeatedly 
encouraged Argyll and Bute Council o�  cers 
‘to assert, protect and keep open and free from 
obstruction rights of way’; a similar issue was 
previously reported by our colleagues at Tarbert.

A theme throughout has been poor commu-
nications between Argyll and Bute Council, 
CCC and the contractor; the many problems 
associated with this development could have 
been resolved more e�  ciently with meetings, 
preferably on site.

We are therefore pleased to note that the new 
chief executive, Pippa Milne, states (page eight): 
‘Working co-operatively with other public sector 
organisations ... community organisations and 
communities themselves is critical.’ We hope her 
message is received and acted upon by Argyll 
and Bute Council o�  cers.

Roger Ashforth, secretary, 
Connel Community Council.

Cutting winter bus services 
would be horrifying
Argyll and Bute Council  should have got 
bus drivers to hand out lea� ets to people 
actually using the buses for their Islay service 
questionnaire.

I disagreed with question six which read: ‘I 
would be happy to have an increased timetable 
during the summer months if this meant a 
reduced timetable during the winter months.’

My answer was more funding, not cuts for 
lifeline bus services during winter months to 
suit the summer visitors. Any reduced winter 
service would be horrifying.

Many bus users are not in good health, and 
one is more than 100 years old. I am told other 
islands have better bus services. A good way to 
push even more Ileachs o�  the island would be 
to reduce the winter lifeline bus service and a 
good way to increase ‘second homes’ for sum-
mer visitors from far o�  lands spending little in 
our economy.

Perhaps the council should reduce the number 
of councillors from 36 to 11. � e small ward of 
Kintyre and the Islands has three, travelling 
about enjoying themselves doing the same job 
when one councillor would do. Why not setup 
up a Facebook page for each ward so constituents 
can post issues and get a quick ‘open’ response.

Colin M Campbell, Port Charlotte, Islay.

YOUR PICTURES

Fort William. This week’s wintry 
photograph of the road blocked 
at Appin last week was taken by 
Linda Thomson from Oban. She said: 
‘Thankfully, nobody was hurt.’



Service buses coming into 
Ellenabeich on Seil have � nally got 
permission to turn in the car park 
belonging to the former Highland 
Arts Centre in the heart of the 
heritage village.

An agreement has been reached 
between bus company West Coast 
Motors and the site’s owner Tony 
Hill, Seil Community Council 
heard last week.

� e agreement starts in April 
for two years but does not include 
turning for tourist coaches.

Community councillors have 
asked Argyll and Bute Council 
planners to come up with a drawing 
of a turning area that could be a 
long-term solution for all buses and 
coaches to use. � e idea is that the 
dra�  could be shown to residents 
� rst to make sure it is something 
they would want, rather than object 
to.

A possibility could be to create  
a turning area at the top of the 
slipway opposite the old Highland 
Arts Centre building but it would be 
expensive.
 Stills of drone footage have now 
been sent to planners before a � nal 
decision is made on Scottish Water’s 
plans for a new £5.6 million waste 
water treatment site on the island. 
� e images show the proposed 
access to the site.
 Ellenabeich’s phone box is still out 
of order, although the working parts 

needed are believed to have arrived 
at BT’s depot, the meeting was told.
 Community councillors have 
asked to see Argyll and Bute 
Council’s regular update reports 
on the structural state of the 
island’s bridges, a� er islanders’ 
concerns they were looking ‘tatty’. 
Community councillor Seumas 
Anderson said: ‘We’re just not sure 
what they are saying about the state 
of the bridges is what we are seeing. 
� ey are visibly looking tatty.’
 Council surveyors have also been 
looking at the condition of the slip-
ways at Ellenabeich and on Easdale 
a� er Storm Brendan.
 Drivers are being reminded to 
show care and consideration on the 
island’s roads. Police have o� ered 
to carry out random speed checks, 
an o� er appreciated by the commu-
nity council and members of the 
public. � e road passing through 
Balvicar and its school bus stop are 
a particular worry. Pedestrians were 
also reminded of the importance of 
being seen in the dark.
 � e island is working on its 
Emergency Plan, creating a direc-
tory of 4x4 owners and those with 
useful equipment such as chainsaws.
 � ose at the meeting were also 
told Argyll and Bute’s latest local 
development plan consultation 
received 700 plus representations 
from people. Seil Community 
Council made it known it did not 
want to see any ribbon-develop-
ment on the island; wanted to keep 

protecting the conservation area; 
and did not want to see its current 
infrastructure overloaded.
 Finally, bins are also a big issue for 
people living in Ellenabeich. A lack 
of general bins – especially in the 
90-space public car park and near 
the ferry – means visitors are � lling 
up bins belonging to residents, lead-
ing to over� owing, and some are 

even stu�  ng litter into the grit bin. 
Attempts are going to be made to get 
residents’ bins emptied every two 
weeks instead of every three weeks.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has 
been successful in an application 
to the European Structural and 

Investment Funds 2014-2020 to 
extend its Western Isles Poverty 
and Social Inclusion programme to 
2022.

� e initial phase of the programme 
was awarded European Social Fund 
(ESF) grant aid of £240,000 and 
this extension has secured a further 
£455,198.

Focused on � nancial inclusion and 

� e Oban Times
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DISTRICT NEWS
Heidi’s cake sale helps wildlife

WESTERN ISLES

SEIL

Six-year-old Heidi Poulton from Tobermory raised 
£1,062.27 at a cake sale in aid of the WWF Austral-
ian Emergency Fund. This is the second year that 
the Tobermory Primary School pupil has fund-
raised for wildlife. In 2019, she walked � ve miles 
from Bunessan to Fionnphort and made £690 for 
WWF. On Sunday January 26, the youngster had 
a busy day, greeting people and serving cakes at 
her pop-up sweet treats sale at the Aros Hall. Her 
proud mum, Hannah Poulton, said: ‘Heidi worked 

so hard all day. We had lots of donations of cakes 
to sell and plenty of people coming to buy them. 
She did a great job, greeting people and serving 
them. She’s a very kind and special wee thing, an 
absolute sweetheart. Her granny is a farmer and 
Heidi is just animal-obsessed – it’s her whole life. 
She has been watching the � res in Australia on 
the news and wanted to do something to help.’ 
Heidi will be back fundraising again next year, so 
watch  this space!

The current Seil waste treatment site.
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At random

Reasons to be cheerful
I am never anything other than amazed at 
how resilient people are, particularly perhaps 
here in the Highlands.

� e weather has been unremittingly awful 
for what seems like weeks now, yet still people 
are going about their business in Oban and 
elsewhere with a smile on their faces.

From Storm Brendan to the recent heavy 
snowfalls and those apparently ceaseless 
downpours we have endured, there are 
countless reasons why you might have 
expected a general degree of despondency.

And don’t forget that Blue Monday – 
supposedly the most depressing day of the 
year – fell just a couple of weeks ago, on 
January 20.

Yet the pages of � e Oban Times have 
been replete with upbeat stories about people 
thoroughly enjoying themselves. From 
Burns celebrations, to sporting triumphs, 
to children’s outdoors adventures, to the 
World Mince and Tatties Championships, to 
post-Christmas pantos, to charity fundraising 
events ... our communities simply refuse to be 
wearied by the weather.

Indeed, one of my favourite stories last week 
was that of Oban � re� ghter Kerrie Galbraith 
taking on a prime-time Top Gear challenge 
against the other emergency services in a 
driving challenge to be screened in March.

Brilliant attitude.

Poor show from SEPA
To me, the plans for development at 
Tobermory seemed eminently sensible.

Argyll Properties’ proposal for a retail unit, 
visitor centre and three self-catering units 
on land next to Taigh Solais and � re-gutted 
MacGochans pub would be a real bonus for 
Tobermory, I thought.

However, despite many expressions of 
support, SEPA (the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency) objected because of 
what it deems a � ood risk. � is came out at a 
meeting on the issue last week in Tobermory, 
an event to which no one from SEPA bothered 
to turn up. If you have an interest in this, you 
must at least explain yourself.

Now a decision will eventually be made on 
the application by Scottish ministers. � at is 
simply not good enough.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Full house at bingo night for hospice
More than £1,100 was raised 
when the Friends of Oban Hos-
pice had their � rst bingo night 
of the year at the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls. Bingo caller Har-
ry MacMaster contributed to the 
convivial atmosphere that made 
it an enjoyable evening for the 
100-plus people of all ages who 
came out to support the event 
in aid of the Dove Centre and its 
community services. The Friends 
of Oban Hospice would like to 
thank everyone who turned 
out and Amanda MacPhail, who 
runs the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls and gives Oban Hospice 
her ongoing help. Lucky Alison 
Harper was winner of the main 
full-house prize of £100 on the 
night. She had her photo taken, 
� anked by Carol Bain and David 
Evans from the Friends of Oban 
Hospice.

fuel poverty, support is provided 
to disadvantaged people living on 
low income, lone parent or jobless 
households.

Recipients can take advantage of 
tailored energy advice, assistance 
with applications to additional en-
ergy schemes, advice on receiving 
bene� ts and money management 
skills.

Comhairle leader Roddie 
Mackay welcomed the ESF fund-
ing ‘which safeguards this impor-
tant service which is helping to 
address and alleviate fuel poverty 
and debt in the islands and real-
ising tangible economic bene� ts 
for individuals and households 
throughout the Western Isles’.

� e comhairle’s Financial 
Inclusion Service has dealt with 
more than 500 referrals to date 
and has generated � nancial gains 
of nearly £800,000.

� e Fuel Poverty Service pro-
vided by Tighean Innse Gall in 

phase one gave assistance to 46 
households which generated a 
� nancial saving for these house-
holds totalling nearly £70,000, a 
percentage of which will continue 
annually.
 Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP 
MSP Alasdair Allan has met 
Minister for Connectivity Paul 
Wheelhouse MSP to discuss the 
discontinuation of the Connected 
Communities broadband service.

� e publicly-funded wireless net-
work, operated in the Western Isles 
since 2005, is to cease at the end of 
March due to high � xed costs and 
declining customers making it no 
longer viable for operator HIE.

� e minister o� ered to meet 
Dr Allan a� er the islands’ MSP 
raised the issue in the Scottish 
Parliament.

Since the roll-out of superfast 
broadband across the islands 
began in 2015, more and more 
households and businesses have 

been transferring to mainstream 
broadband services.

Dr Allan said: ‘Since Connected 
Communities’ users received 
noti� cation that the service would 
cease in March, I have received 
dozens of inquiries from a� ected 
households.

‘� ere are signi� cantly 
fewer people using Connected 
Communities since the roll-out 
of superfast broadband across the 
islands. However, for those 400 or 
so still on the network, the recent 
news that the service was to shut 
down in March would have been 
unwelcome.’

Dr Allan added that virtually 
all those who had contacted him 
so far had a 4G signal suitable 
enough for home broadband.

� e radio station Isles FM uses 
the ConCom network for its 
communications link between the 
station’s Seaforth Road studio and 
broadcast site at Eitshal.

Broadcasting since March 1998, 
the station is operated entirely by 
a volunteer sta�  in Stornoway.

Dr Allan added: ‘Isles FM has an 
important place in the communi-
ty and provides a valuable public 
service. It is vitally important that 
a solution is found which allows 
it to continue to broadcast and I 
have raised this issue with HIE, 
which I know has been seeking 
solutions to this issue.

‘At a time when local radio sta-
tions across the country are being 
squeezed, the volunteers at Isles 
FM have done a great job keeping 
the station on-air and providing 
listeners with music, news and 
other content. I know HIE and the 
comhairle have also given signif-
icant help and assistance to Isles 
FM, without which the station 
simply could not continue.’

Anyone unsure what to do a� er 
March should contact HIE at hid-
igital@hient.co.uk.
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Heartfelt appeal to 
show a little love for 
the environment
Imagine the scene: it’s Valentine’s Day, 
you’re wearing your good clothes for 
when you really want to look like you’ve 
made an e� ort.

You sit in a restaurant opposite your 
signi� cant other. You stare into their 
eyes. ‘This year, darling,’ you say, ‘to 
show you I love you, I’ve bought you 
this.’ You hand over the gift.

‘Oh wow, thank you!’ they say. ‘But 
what is it?’

‘I’ve got you the needless endan-
germent of a marine mammal,’ you 
say enthusiastically, ‘and the plastic it 
comes wrapped in will last forever. Just 
like our love.’

Each year, February 14 brings forth a 
spend-a-geddon of consumerism in an 
attempt to woo, charm and show that 
special someone we love them. The UK 
spent just short of £1.5 billion on their 
2019 Valentine’s celebrations with each 
gift intricately wrapped and packaged 
in often non-recyclable materials.

The results of the 2019 Great British 
Beach Clean have shown that on aver-
age we � nd 558 pieces of litter on every 
100m stretch of UK beach, with plastic 
still being by far the worst o� ender. A 
truckload of plastic enters our oceans 
every minute and supermarkets are 
churning out 800,000 tonnes of the stu�  
each year in the UK alone.

The solution is clear: we need to stop 
creating as much stu�  to be wasted. 
Spending £1.5 billion on plastic love 
hearts is not the way to achieve this.

So why not this year reconsider buying 
that teddy bear for a fully grown adult? 
Why not cook your other half a meal, 
go to a concert, or go somewhere 
romantic? Create lasting memories with 
your loved ones before the incredible 
marine life we enjoy in Scotland is only 
that – a memory.

By Ben Appleby, Beach and Marine 
Litter Project worker for The GRAB Trust 
(Group for Recycling in Argyll and Bute).

A thorny issue: the importance 
of responsible wildlife watching
With an emphatic shove, it pushed its snout into 
a tussock.

� is action brie� y elevated its rear end, reveal-
ing the long second claw on each of its hind feet. 
It was more colourful than I had imagined: every 
brown spine was tipped in a handsome straw 
yellow. A� er wrestling gamely with some small 
morsel, it trundled forward in search of further 
opportunity.

� e short-beaked echidna belongs to an 
exclusive evolutionary club: the monotremes. 
� e only other members are three long-beaked 
echidna species and the platypus.

� ough all are mammals (nourishing their 
o� spring with milk from mammary glands), 
monotreme females lay and incubate eggs - rath-
er than giving birth to live young, as marsupial 
or placental mammals do. Expectant echidnas 
produce a single leather-shelled ovum, which is 
transferred into a special skin pouch for incuba-
tion. In a strange second birth, the tiny echidna 
(jelly bean-sized and called a ‘puggle’) ruptures 
the so�  eggshell using a primitive egg tooth. It 
then proceeds to lap milk secreted from glands 
within its mother’s pouch.

Faced with one of Earth’s most marvellous 
wild creatures, my binoculars threatened to 
mist up. Attenborough’s omnipotent voice was 
veritably thundering in my ears. Unfortunately, 
other voices soon joined him.

With dismay, I watched a group of fellow 
tourists approach the animal, mobile phones 
outstretched. In moments, the creature was 
completely encircled. One lady crouched next 
to the echidna to take her photograph with it. 
Another held her phone directly - and I mean 
directly - over the animal to record a video.

� e creature started, bristled and hov-
ered uncertainly. It simply had nowhere to 
go. Photographs and videos obtained, the party 
walked o�  looking down at their screens.

Rainbow Lorikeets are con� dent and noisy 
visitors to Australian gardens.

Several days later, we visited St Kilda. � is 
suburb of Melbourne is known for the wild 
penguins that breed on a man-made breakwater. 
� e Little Blue penguin is the smallest penguin 
species in the world, achieving only 30cm in 
height. Adults � sh during the day, returning to 
the colony at dusk to feed their babies.

It being daytime, we didn’t expect to see them 

as we entered the conservation area. However, 
on our approach, evidence of moulting penguins 
was all around. Noticing this, and realising that 
we had arrived at the very end of the breeding 
season, I fancied there might be older chicks 
lurking at the entrance to their nest cavities.

At least four well-grown youngsters stood in 
the shade beneath a boardwalk. � ey sported a 
haphazard mix of new, waterproof feathers and 

eccentric, itchy-looking tu� s of down. Another 
lady and I whispered excitedly to each other –
thrilled to have been so fortunate.

� e chicks su� ered our delighted gaze with 
half-closed silver eyes; scratching occasionally 
and opening their bills wide to yawn. Realising 
the focus of our attention, several families hur-
ried to join us. � e lady and I moved back.

� e children were naturally very excited. 
However, this was manifesting itself in an 
increasingly noisy fashion. From a distance, I 
glanced expectantly at the accompanying adults. 
Nothing. � e children continued to jostle and 
shove one another, getting closer to the birds and 
becoming louder all the time.

When a little girl and two boys physically 
crawled under the boardwalk, unchecked and 
within touching distance of the penguins, I had 
to walk away.

I’m not ashamed to say that I was literally boil-
ing with rage in both instances. Many readers 
will think me unreasonable and intolerant for 
feeling that way. A� er all, what harm was really 
done to the echidna or the penguins? � e answer 
is not much in each individual case. � e animals 
were stressed, but unhurt. Yet consider the cu-
mulative e� ect of this behaviour over time.

� ere were literally thousands of families at 
St Kilda that day: whenever the penguin chicks 
were visible, it is reasonable to suppose that 
people stopped to look at them. � e same is true 
of the echidna, which was seen in a popular bo-
tanical garden. As wild animals, the echidna and 
the penguins do have some freedom to move 
away – but is it right to crowd these creatures 
to the point where they can no longer carry out 
their business undisturbed?

As a zookeeper (penguins and other birds), a 
wildlife guide and a ranger, nothing pleased me 
more than seeing people enjoying memorable 
encounters with wild animals – particularly 
children. But failing to encourage respect for 
wild animals in young people is a missed oppor-
tunity. Excitement and enthusiasm, unchecked 
by empathy for other living creatures, can still 
be harmful.

I’m not ashamed to say that I was 
literally boiling with rage.
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editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader should be 
contacted beforehand for meet-up 
and start times. Car sharing usually 
possible and people can try before 
they buy. Further information at 
www.lochaberandlorn-ramblers.
org.uk
Sunday February 9, Sgurr 
Ghiubhsachain, Glen� nnan.
This Corbett summit, and its rocky 
N ridge plunging into Loch Shiel 
are seen to advantage from the 
Glen� nnan Monument. It o� ers 
scrambling opportunities but all 
di�  culties can be avoided.

Start from the CP at Glen� nnan 
NTS. Take the boardwalk SE and 
cross the Callop River to reach the 
track on the SE shore of Loch Shiel. 

Follow the track SW as far as 
Guesachan. Climb the N ridge 
of Meall a’Choire-Chruinn to its 
summit at 634m. 

Continue S along the ridge up 
to the summit of Sgurr Ghiubhsa-
chain at 849m. Descend steeply 
SE about 100m to reach easier 
ground at Leac an Fhuarain and E 
on to a broad col with a lochan at 
NM884590. 

Follow the burn N down into 
Coire Ghiubhsachain to regain the 
track at Guesachan and return to 
Glen� nnan.

Grade: S. Distance: 15Km. Height 
to climb: 913m. Map(s): LR41, 
EX391. Meet at: Fort William 
Woollen Mill 0900. Start of walk 
0930. Leader: Toril Frantzen 07788 
264007.

Thursday February 13, Carn a 
Mhadaidh-ruadh, Morar.
An old mountain path in wild 
country with � ne views.

Opposite the footpath sign (to 
Arisaig) follow the short drive, pass 
through a gate on the right and 
follow the path up through the 
woods. 

This winds up between the hills 
to the bealach just below Carn a 
Mhadaidh-ruadh. From the summit 
return along the broad ridge, 
passing Loch Sgurr na Gaoithe and 
descend steeply to the valley, cross 
the Borrodale Burn and rejoin the 
outward route.

Grade: M+. Distance: 10km. 
Height to climb: 654m. Maps LR40 
EX398. Meet at: Fort William WM 
(NN112742) at 0830. Start of walk: 
Borrowdale (NM696850) Park on 
grass N of road 0930; CP at Elleric 
NN035488 at 1000. Leader: Ian Moir 
07973836498.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would 
like to go on a walk, contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club
Saturday February 8, Beinn 
Chabhair, Glen Falloch.
A rocky hill, not visible at the 
start but seen to advantage from 
further up Glen Falloch. 

It’s long, curving NW ridge 
is festooned with crags, some 
of which enclose an intriguing 
lochan.

Start from the Inverarnan Hotel at 
NN318184. Head N on the A82 for 
300m, then turn right to Beinglas 
farm. Head up the steep path, past 
the waterfall, and continue along 
N side of Ben Glas Burn to Lochan 
Beinn Chabhair. 

Pass around the lochan’s N side 
and climb NE up steep slopes 
to join the NW ridge of Beinn 
Chabhair at the 700m col just E of 
Meall nan Tarmachan. 

Follow the ridge about 1km to a 
cairn, thence to the summit on top 
of small crag. 

Return to the *col then continue 
over Meal nan Tarmachan, 719m 
and Stob Creag an Fhithich, 715m, 
and down to Lochan a’ Chaisteil 
at the foot of the imposing cli�  of 
Ben Glas. 

Pass over Meall Mor nan Eag 
and descend its rocky � ank W to 
reach a track at NN328190. Turn 
N and follow the track downhill 
to the WHW and follow it back 
to Beinglas to rejoin the outward 
route.

*A quicker but less interesting 
return follows the outward route 
directly to Beinglas.

13km, 1108m ascent. *11km, 
920m ascent. 

Suggested by Christina Tracey. 
Coordinated by John Burton.

Invasive species has now 
arrived on Isle of Iona
It is pretty, all the plant is edible 
and it � owers in winter just when 
a bit of cheer is welcome.

It is easily mistaken for a white 
bluebell or native wild garlic (ran-
soms) but it is distinguished by its 
three-cornered stem.

It has already colonised large 
areas of the Scilly Isles, Devon and 
Cornwall at the expense of local 
� ora and is now in Scotland and, 

worryingly, has arrived on Iona.
On the Isle of Iona it has spread 

under the trees by the old manse, 
now the Heritage Centre, where 
it is crowding out the wild snow-
drops and bluebells.

We on Iona are beginning to 
tackle it by digging it out. � is 
will be an on-going task and 
probably impossible to eradicate it 
completely.

From January to March is the 
ideal time, as by early summer it 
has completely died down, leaving 

behind a mass of round white 
bulbs which are dropped from the 
� owers and then bury themselves 
or are spread by ants or other 
creatures.

Picking all the � owers before this 
can happen is a help in control.

Look out for it in your area and 
do not encourage it.

Disposal is tricky – not the 
compost bin or rubbish heap or 
the beach – it will only spread with 
gay abandon. 

Burn it if you can.

Three-cornered leek is on Iona and is spreading at the expense of native � ora.

by Joyce Watson
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Poet, novelist, artist, trans-
lator and traveller. Kenneth 
Steven has a multitude of 
talents.

� e son of writing par-
ents, Kenneth grew up in 
Highland Perthshire in the 
heart of Scotland and now 
lives on Seil. And it’s the 
west coast landscapes that 
have inspired his latest col-
lection of oil paintings.

Exhibiting his current 
oil on canvas collection at 
Oban Distillery last week, 
he told � e Oban Times: 
‘Living here in Argyll and 
only a few minutes from the 
sea, has inspired new ideas.

‘As ever, I’m not painting 
speci� c locations, though 

Poet Kenneth swaps pen 
for paint in new exhibition

As well as displaying his 
latest art seascapes, last 
week Kenneth Steven read 
a selection of his poetry to 
visitors at Oban Distillery. 
15_T06_KennethSteven

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

there may o� en be hints of 
certain places evident. What 

I want to do is to capture 
the spirit of the west, so 

that those seeing canvases 
immediately realise they 

are Hebridean.’ Kenneth 
has taken up painting again 
following a break of several 
years, but states he doesn’t 
have a preferred art genre.

‘I can only describe it 
as a woodland walk,’ he 
explained.

‘On your way, you come 
to many paths leading in 
di� erent directions and you 
don’t really think about 
which one you take, you just 
do it. I’m a bit like that with 
my work, I just do it.’

Best known as a poet, 
Kenneth has had 14 of his 

collections published. Much 
of his poetry is inspired 
by the wildscape of the 
Highlands and from his 
love of the Celtic Christian 
story which, for him, has its 
deepest roots on Iona.

As a novelist, Kenneth has 
had a number of � ction and 
non-� ction works published, 
while his picture books for 
children are translated into 
16 languages and have won 
a number of literary awards.

As a translator, he had the 
privilege of working with 
one of Norway’s greatest 
contemporary writers to 
bring his Nordic Prize-
winning novel � e Half 
Brother to English.

Kenneth travels widely to 
give readings and talks and 
lectures at home and abroad.
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Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 6 An Gearran / 
THURSDAY 6 February 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
 programming 
19.00 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Eorpa/European Current A� airs 
21:00 Sar Sgeoil: As the Women Lay Dreaming   
 2018/19 (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Mach a Seo! 
22:30  Fo Ghlas/ Worlds Toughest Prisons (rpt)
23: 20 Dhan Uisge (Loch Maree )(rpt)
23:25 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (highlights)
23:30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIHAOINE  7 An Gearran / 
FRIDAY 7th February
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
 programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là – News 
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
20:00 Oran na Mna (rpt)
20:30 An Lot (rpt)
21:00 Opry an Luir (rpt)
22:00 An Klondike (rpt)
22:50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Maree) (rpt)
23:00 Orain nan Gaidheal (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 8 An Gearran / 
SATURDAY 8 February
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
 programming 
17:45 An Là – News 
18:00 Mallachd an Fhir-rabaide/Wallace &   
 Gromit in The Curse of the Were- Rabbit   
 (rpt)
19:15 Piobairean Bhoirnis/Pipers of Bornish   
 (rpt)
19:30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

20:30 An t-Eilean/From Skye with Love (rpt)
21.00 Seirm – Celtic Connections (rpt)
22:00 Fo Ghlas/World’s Toughest Prisons (rpt)
22:50 Nathan Carter (rpt)
00:15 Belladrum 2019 (Highlights) (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 9 An Gearran / 
SUNDAY 9 February
12 :50 ÙR/NEW: Women’s Six Nations Rugby    
 Scotland v England
14 :05 Tatu Rioghail Dhun Eideann 2019 (rpt)
15 :50 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
 programming
18.15 An La – News
18:30 Seachd La – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia ! (rpt)
20 :00 Eorpa (rpt)
20 :30 Mach a Seo ! (rpt)
21 :00 Air a Chanal (rpt)
22 :00 Sar Sgeoil : As the Women Lay Dreaming  
 (rpt)
23.00 An Klondike (rpt)
23:50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Maree) (rpt)

DILUAIN 10 An Gearran / 
MONDAY 10 February
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
 programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 Air an Smuid (Steaming) (rpt)
21:00 Trusadh – Da Eilean – Aon Teaghlach/
 Two Islands-One Family(rpt)
22:00 Port (rpt)
22:30 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
23:10 ÙR/NEW: FilmG – Muir Ar n-Athraichean 
23:15 Ceol bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
23:30 Mach a Seo! (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 11 An Gearran / 
TUESDAY 11 February 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 Dreach Ur (rpt) 
21.00 Air a’ Chanal (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh – Da Eilean – Aon Teaghlach/
 Two Islands-One Family (rpt)
23:00 Oran na Mna (rpt)
23:30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 12  An Gearran / 
WEDNESDAY 12  February
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 An t-Eilean/From Skye with Love (rpt) 
21.00 Talamh Torrach (Scotland’s Food & Drink)  
 (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Scottish Premiership – 
 Hibernian v Ross County

DIARDAOIN 13 An Gearran / 
THURSDAY 13 February 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19.00 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Eorpa/European Current A� airs 
21:00 Sar Sgeoil: Macbeth (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: Mach a Seo! 
22:30  Fo Ghlas/ Worlds Toughest Prisons (rpt)
23: 15 Dhan Uisge (Loch Loyne )(rpt)
23:25 Fraochy Bay
23:30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

Tighnabruaich’s Write By 
� e Sea book festival has 
announced the line-up for 
this year’s event, which takes 
place on March 14 and 15.

� e new, bijou book festival 
celebrates work inspired by 
nature and place and o� ers 
book lovers the perfect op-
portunity to explore the stun-
ning Cowal Peninsula and 
enjoy lively, literary activities 
in friendly venues.

Explore fresh new writing 
by Kate Davies, acclaimed 
for her thought-provoking 
works on a range of topics, 
from landscape to feminist 
works, and her powerful and 
insightful personal memoirs 
Handywoman.

Another writer in� uenced 
by Scottish sea engulfed land-
scapes is Shetlander Malacky 
Tallack, author of the widely 
recognised 60 Degrees North 
and � e Valley at the Centre 
of the World. Bringing the 
Cowal Peninsula to the 

centre of things, Malacky 
will be celebrating the rural 
character of people and place 
and sharing his insights at the 
Kames Hotel waterfront.

Don’t miss Crossing: A Love 
Story by Anna Seghers, with 
translator Douglas Irving. 
� is is a recent translation 
of an incredible transatlantic 
journey from Brazil to East 
Germany at the height of the 
Cold War.

Take part in a creative writ-
ing workshop with Mandy 
Haggith, creator of � e 
Walrus Mutterer and other 
magical Iron Age histories. 
� e surrounding Glenan 
Woods are sure to inspire 
book and nature lovers.

Organisers also hope to see 
people in the library to uncov-
er � e Ardlamont Mystery, by 
Daniel Smith, which delves 
into the fascinating human 
truths behind the world’s 
favourite detective Sherlock 
Holmes, suitably located on 

the Ardlamont Estate. Mandy 
Hamilton, David Hawson 
and Nick Walker will be at 
Botanica at the Barn talking 
about their sensational crea-
tion, � e Pu� er Cookbook.

Tighnabruaich Gallery 
will host an exhibition by 
photographer Tom Barr, with 
an opening on Friday March 
13, and for the children there 
is Puppets on the Pier, with 
Alison Clark of the Triple 
Aspect Puppet Company.

Some of the nicest restau-
rants on the peninsula are 
close to the action.  Breathe 
in the aroma of Argyll’s 
Secret Roast, premium local-
ly-ground co� ee, and sample 
the delights of Northern 
Lights Cakery whilst in the 
pop up festival hub and book-
shop by Bookpoint. 

� ere will also be a literary 
pub quiz at the Royal an 
Lochan Hotel.

Worth a special mention is 
Argyll-based designer Eve 

Book lovers set sail for Tighnabruaich

Jamie MacDougall 
performs Lauder
I wrote in previous weeks 
that I had bought my mum 
and dad tickets to this Celtic 
Connections concert for 
Christmas. What a successful 
present it was.

As we le�  the Tron � eatre, 
my dad commented that it had 
been one of the most enjoyable 
shows he had ever seen in his 
life and I genuinely do not 
think that was an exaggeration.

Jamie MacDougall, known 
for his distinguished clas-
sical singing career and his 
presenting on BBC radio, 
was simply outstanding as he 
adopted the persona of Harry 
Lauder himself and took us 
through the man’s remarkable 
life as outlined by this Jimmy 
Logan 'play with tunes' - � rst 
performed in 1976. And what 
a life it was.

It is hard to believe a man 
who cut his musical teeth 
singing in Lanarkshire music 
halls whilst working as a coal 
miner in Hamilton would rise 
to become the highest earning 
international performer in 
1911.

Someone recently asked me 
if Lauder equated to an early 
20th century Lewis Capaldi 
and I had to answer no: he was 
bigger than that. He was the 

toast of both the White House 
and Buckingham Palace and, 
in more poignant parts of the 
show, we learned of how he was 
able to raise a million pounds 
for the veterans of the Great 
War a� er his son was killed on 
the Western Front.

It was for this e� ort that he 
became the � rst Knight of the 
Music Hall. From the highs of 
stardom from Australia to the 
States, to the lows of losing his 
son, all Lauder’s emotions are 
captured perfectly in what is 
essentially a one-man show – 
other than the brilliant Derek 
Clark on piano accompani-
ment who is subtly brought 
into the storyline now and 
again.

I write about a lot of gigs in 
this column but never have I 
been more genuine than when 
I say: if you do nothing else this 

year, do your absolute utmost 
to see Lauder.

Jamie is taking this show 
to Lauder’s birthplace, 
Portobello, on August 4, and 
the Ghillie Dhu, Edinburgh, as 
part of the Fringe August 7-16. 
Future shows are uncon� rmed 
but likely to be in Straven, Ayr, 
Perth, Dundee, Greenock, and 
maybe more.

Mull and Iona
� e Mull and Iona Association 
has announced the line up 
for its gathering on Saturday 
February 22. Performers on 
the evening will be Claire 
MacAulay, Calum MacColl, 
Kirsty Netta MacKinnon, 
Ruaraidh MacLean and 
Camrie MacInnes, Layla and 
Cara MacFadyen, and the 
Mull and Iona Pipers. Doors 
open at 7pm and, a� er the 
concert, Robert Nairn and 
his Highland dance band will 
play until late. Tickets from 
themullandiona@gmail.com 
or in person at the Park Bar.

Glasgow Islay
� e Glasgow Islay Association 
will hold its 158th annual 
gathering concert and dance 
on Saturday March 7 in the 
Glasgow University Union 
with Iseabail MacTaggart in 
the chair. � e concert begins 
at 7.30pm and the dance at 
10.30pm. 

Jamie MacDougall as the 
great Harry Lauder.
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk  
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON
THURSDAY 6TH FEBRUARY
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10:00am - 12:00pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen 
12.30pm
Creative Writing Group
New Hope Kitchen
2.30pm-4pm
Slimming World Fort William
Salvation Army Hall 
3:00pm, 5:00pm & 7:00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
Oban Accordion & Fiddle Club
Royal Hotel, Oban 7.30pm

FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY
Hope Kitchen Music Group
Salvation Army Hall
1pm-4pm
Parsley's Cat Cafe
New Hope Kitchen 2pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Jono
Open till 2:00am

In partnership with Oban Town 
Diary BID4oban.co.uk

SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY
Parkrun
Ganavan Sands
9.30am
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Open till 2:00am

SUNDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 
Morning Service - Refreshments 
follow
Salvation Army Hall
11:00am - 12:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9:30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher

MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Slimming World Fort William
Salvation Army Hall 
9.30am & 11.30am
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Fellowship Meeting
New Hope Kitchen 2pm
Slimming World, Lochgilphead
Union Street/Argyll Street
5:30pm & 7:30pm
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906

Martyn's Monday Club
New Hope Kitchen 7pm-9pm

TUESDAY 11TH FEBRUARY
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Carers Co�ee Morning
North Argyll Carers
10.30am-12pm
Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen 
7pm-9pm

WEDNESDAY 12TH FEBRUARY
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am – 12:00pm
Slimming World, Oban
Glencruitten Church Hall
9:30am, 11:30am, 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Open Day
Greenshoots Garden
10.30am-3.30pm
Hope Kitchen Beach clean
(meet opposite the View)
10.30am
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen 2pm
Inveraray Accordion & Fiddle Club
Inveraray Inn 
7.30pm

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD

Inveraray and District 
Accordion and Fiddle Club 
got 2020 o� to a �ying start 
with a full house at the 
Inveraray Inn on Wednesday 
January 8.

Supporting players were 
Fyne Folk, with Sally Hall, 
Jake MacKay and Alex John 
MacLeod on �ddles and 
Agnes Liddell on keyboard. 

�ey were joined by Angus J 
MacColl on small pipes. Also 
playing were Janet Graham 
on accordion, accompanied 
by Jimmy MacDonald on 
keyboard; Jim McMillan on 
vocals and guitar, accom-
panied by Agnes and Jake; 
Alison Diamond on �ddle 
with John Kelly on guitar; 

and Peter Stewart on accor-
dion, accompanied by Jimmy 
on keyboard. �eir varied 
contributions were enjoyed 
by the appreciative audience.

Guest artistes were the 
popular Ross MacPherson 
Trio, with Ross on accordion, 
Calum MacPhail on �ddle 
and Angus D MacColl on 
drums. 

�ey treated the faithful to 
the great west coast sound 
of pipe marches, Gaelic and 
modern waltzes, jigs, reels, 
slow foxtrots and two-steps, 
with Angus playing the 
Highland bagpipes for some 
of the sets. Calum performed 
a couple of solos, including 
Calum’s Road, as a tribute 

to the late Malcolm and 
Duncan MacKay, who had 
connections with the island 
of Raasay.

For the �nale, Angus J 
joined the band on Highland 
bagpipes and enthralled the 
crowd with a great selection 
and with the audience shout-
ing for an encore, a grand 
stramash followed.

Chairman Niall Iain 
MacLean thanked all the 
artistes for a wonderful 
night’s entertainment. Next 
week the club welcomes 
Neil MacMillan from 
Rowardennan – no stranger 
to the Scottish dance music 
scene – and his band as guest 
artistes.

Full house at accordion and �ddle club
Angus J MacColl, Ross MacPherson, Angus D MacColl and Calum MacPhail provide the 
entertainment at the Inveraray Inn.

Campbell, who designed the 
striking book festival website. 
Eve, a versatile designer 
working in print design 
and textiles with Scottish 
Galleries, is due to exhibit 
her work in New York next 
month. Eve takes inspiration 
from ‘shapes and patterns of 
the cultural landscapes on 
the west coast of Scotland’. 

Book lovers set sail for Tighnabruaich

Write by the Sea Festival is 
curated by the community. 
�e festival is supported 
by Tighnabruaich District 

Development Trust, CalMac 
and Wild About Argyll.

A weekend ticket costs £70 
and gives access to all events, 
excluding Puppets on the 
Pier and the creative writing 
workshop with Mandy 
Haggith due to limited space. 
Tickets for these events can 
be bought from www.write-
bythesea.co.uk

An Comunn Gàidhealach – Meur Chruachain
TAYNUILT WINTER CEILIDH

Fear an Taighe – Eric Smith
Piper – Innes Munro

Singers - Rona Morrison 
John, Rachael & Emma Deans

Alasdair MacDonald - Accordion
‘�e Harpies’ Clarsach Ensemble

Isla Sinclair Dancers – Katie MacDonald & Rachael Steward

 Taynuilt Village Hall
Saturday 15th February 2020

7.30pm

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Inveraray Inn
Wednesday  

12th February
at 7.30pm

Guest Artistes
Neil MacMillan & his SDB

Supporting players most 
welcome
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Uist musician Jamie MacRae 
and his connections to the 
stones of the Scottish Isles 
have inspired a new album.

Jamie’s links to the islands 
prompted vocalist and musi-
cian Alan Young to make his 
second indie folk album Time 
in the Trees and he spent a 
year in the woods creating it.

Produced by Boo 
Hewardine and recorded by 
Chris Pepper at a studio in 
Cambridgeshire, the album, 
out on the Spring Equinox 
on Friday March 20, is a 
collaboration between them 
and singer-songwriter Young, 
known as Serious Child.

Times in the Trees takes 
listeners away from the buzz 
and bother of everyday life 
to a place were time � ows 
di� erently. 

� e 10 tracks emit a modern 
sound but carry an ancient 
vibe with many ancient and 

Spending serious time in the trees

National � eatre of Scotland 
is staging open rehearsals for 
Oban and Mull residents later 
this month for a new musical 
production.

Ferry Tales is being staged 
as part of VisitScotland’s Year 
of Coasts and Waters 2020 
and is supported by CalMac. 
It celebrates the waters sur-
rounding Scotland’s western 
isles and the voyages made 
over them by thousands of 
people every year.

With the help of communi-
ties and world-class artists, 
Ferry Tales will bring an 
enchanting musical tale, 
told using English, Gaelic 
and British Sign Language 
to three of the country’s 
major ferry routes, which 
will include performances on 
the Oban to Craignure route 
from April 14 to April 18.

Written by Isobel McArthur, 
directed by Lu Kemp and fea-

turing songs by Scottish folk 
singer Josie Duncan, Ferry 
Tales will draw inspiration 
from community stories and 
experiences to create the 
short, immersive tales, told 
through storytelling and song 
by an ensemble of talented 
actors.

On the ferries, audiences 
will � nd anything can 
happen. 

In amongst the red plastic 
chairs and bolted-down 
tables, they will discover pop-
up performances and chance 
encounters, each designed to 
delight old and young.

At the end of the voyage, 
they will be welcomed and 
immersed in inspiring local 
tales. Fusing magical music, 
words and song, the stories 
featured in Ferry Tales will 
� nd meaning in the mundane 
and romance in everyday 
life, re� ecting the warm 

heart of Scotland’s coastal 
communities.

Residents have the chance 
to be a part of the produc-
tion’s community cast, with 
sessions in Mull giving 
people the chance to share 
their stories. Sessions and 
rehearsals start on February 
24 at Comar, Tobermory, 
every Monday evening for 
seven weeks.

� e rehearsals will be led 
by musician Caitlin Mulgrew 
and drama practitioner Andi 
Stevens. Anyone interested is 
encouraged to go along to the 
� rst session.

Ferry Tales performances 
will also take place on 
Rothesay to Wemyss Bay 
sailings from April 7 to April 
11 and on Stornoway to 
Ullapool sailings from April 
21 to April 25. Full sailing 
times for all performances to 
be announced.

Residents’ chance to get 
on board with Ferry Tales

Ferry Tales will be 
staged on board 
CalMac vessels, 
including MV Isle 
of Mull.

unusual instruments from 
the harmonium, dulcitone, 
accordion and mellotron 
helping to create the ultimate 
earthy quality.

One of the tracks, � e 
Oak, is a co-write with Jamie 
MacRae, exploring how trees 

live and grow on di� erent 
scales to humans. � e piece 
also features celebrated folk 
musician John McCusker on 
violin and whistle.

Time in the Trees will be 
available in digital, CD and 
vinyl formats.

What's On
This Week

FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY
Paw Patrol: Ready Race Rescue | U 14:15
The Pilgrim's Progress | PG 14:30
Dolittle | PG 15:45/18:15
Jumanji: The Next Level | 12A 17:00
1917 | 15 19:45
Bad Boys For Life | 15 20:30

AUTISM FRIENDLY SCREENING
MONTHLY SCREENING FOR AUTISM, SPECTRUM & OTHER
FILM STARTS 10 MINS AFTER ADVERTISED TIME

KIDS CLUB
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
£3 A TICKET FOR ALL

HOH SCREENING
ENGLISH SUBTITLES ON SCREEN FOR THE
HARD OF HEARING

SILVER SCREEN
EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON
£3 FOR THOSE 60 & OVER

PARENT & BABY
A CHANCE FOR NEW PARENTS TO SEE THE LATEST
FILMS WITH BABY (UP TO 1 YEAR OLD)
SOFTER VOLUME AND LIGHTS LEFT ON

SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY
Frozen 2 - Sing - a - long | PG 10:30
The Pilgrim's Progress | PG 11:30
Paw Patrol: Ready Race Rescue | U 13:00/16:00
Dolittle | PG 14:30/17:00
Jumanji: The Next Level | 12A 17:15
Bad Boys For Life | 15 19:30
1917 | 15 20:00
SUNDAY 9TH FEBRUARY
The Pilgrim's Progress | PG 12:00
Paw Patrol: Ready Race Rescue | U 12:30
Dolittle | PG 14:30/17:00
Jumanji: The Next Level | 12A 17:00
Bad Boys For Life | 15 19:30
1917 | 15 19:45

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.

Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY
Paw Patrol: Ready Race Rescue | U 12:00/13:30
Dolittle | PG 12:30/15:00/17:30
The Pilgrim's Progress | PG 14:45
Jumanji: The Next Level | 12A 17:15
1917 | 15 20:00
Bad Boys For Life | 15 20:00
TUESDAY 11TH FEBRUARY
Dolittle | PG 12:00 /15:00/17:30
The Pilgrim's Progress | PG 12:30
Paw Patrol: Ready Race Rescue | U 14:30/16:00
Jumanji: The Next Level | 12A 17:15
1917 | 15 20:00
Bad Boys For Life | 15 20:00
WEDNESDAY 12TH FEBRUARY
Dolittle | PG 12:00 /15:00/17:30
The Pilgrim's Progress | PG 12:30
Paw Patrol: Ready Race Rescue | U 14:30/16:00
Jumanji: The Next Level | 12A 17:15
1917 | 15 20:00
Bad Boys For Life | 15 20:00
THURSDAY 13TH FEBRUARY
The Pilgrim's Progress | PG 12:00
Paw Patrol: Ready Race Rescue | U 12:15/13:45
Sorry We Missed You | 15 14:30
Dolittle | PG 15:15/17:45
Jumanji: The Next Level | 12A 16:45
1917 | 15 19:30
Bad Boys For Life | 15 20:15

NEVER MISS WHAT'S ON
SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY
EMAIL LISTINGS HERE

JUST SCAN THE QR CODE
WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE
CAMERA

CINEMA
HIRE

WE HIRE OUT BOTH
CINEMA SCREENS FOR
PRIVATE SCREENINGS
BIRTHDAY PARTIES
STAFF NIGHTS OUT
BUSINESS CONFERENCES

FOR MORE INFO:
CINEMA@OBANPHOENIX.COM

YOU MUST BE 15 OR OLDER TO SEE BAD BOYS FOR LIFE - PLEASE BRING PROOF OF AGE

WWW.OBANPHOEN IX .COM | 0163 1 5 6 2 9 0 5
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | SCOT T I SH CHAR I T Y NO . SC042 4 0 7

NT LIVE:
CYRANO DE
BERGERAC
20TH FEB

JAMES MCAVOY
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Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.scot or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: info@obanfm.scot
MONDAY:  8am-12pm:  Breakfast with 
Stephen, 12pm-3pm: Sounds of the '60s 
with Bob G, 3pm-5pm: Clyde 2, 5pm-7pm: 
Drive time with Marcus, 7pm-8pm: Rosie's 
Highland Fling, 8pm-9pm: John McLuckie 
Show, 9pm-10pm: David Cullen Show, 
10pm-12am: Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Ken Hunter, 
1pm-3pm: Macky on Fm, 3pm-5pm: Mental 
Health, Musings with Mer, 5pm-7pm: Drive 
times with Bob G, 7pm-8pm: Highest Praise 
with Stuart Chalmers, 8pm-9pm: Sounds 
Scottish with Archie Cameron, 9pm-12am: 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Comfort Zone with 
Lesley, 1pm-3pm: Doug Carmichael lunch 
show, 3pm-5pm: Clyde 2, 5pm-7pm: Drive 
time with Campbell, 7pm-9pm: Country 
meets Rock and Roll with Ken or Len, 
9pm-11pm: Gordon's Grooves, 11pm-12am: 
Clyde 2
THURSDAY:  8am-11am: Breakfast with 

Andy & Sarah, 11am-3pm: Molly's Mix, 
3pm-7pm: Drive time with Stephen, 7pm-
9pm: Christine's Collection, 9pm-10pm: 
Anne's Ceilidh, 10pm-12am: Margo till 
Midnight
FRIDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with Laura, 
10am-1pm: Teeny and Tiny, 1pm-5pm: 
Clyde 2, 5pm-6:45pm: Drive time with 
Jim Lynch, 6:45pm-7pm: Sports View, 
7pm-8pm: Country meets country with 
Jackie Craig, 8pm-10pm: Peter Rainnie, 
10pm-12am: Clyde 2
SATURDAY:  8am-10am: Breakfast with 
Stephen, 10am-1pm: Saturday morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 1pm-6pm: Clyde 
2, 6pm-7pm: Sports view with the 
dream team, 7pm-8pm: Sounds Scottish 
with Archie, 8pm-10pm: Dave Lewis, 
10pm-12am: Margo till Midnight
SUNDAY: 9am-11am: Sunday Morning with 
Breege, 11am-1pm: Sunday brunch with 
Allan, 1pm-7pm: Clyde 2, 7pm-9pm: New 
Country with Dave and Murdo, 9pm-11pm: 
Drum and Bass with Graham Scott

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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13 14 15
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17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 What's left (4)

3 When pressures from all sides are equal 
(8)

9 Janitor (7)

10 Missive sent by internet (1-4)

11 Exploitive outsider (12)

13 Substitute (6)

15 Where the heart is (6)

17 Said to be baby like (5-7)

20 Tropical fruit (5)

21 Polish remover (7)

22 Blushed (8)

23 Skin problem (4)

Down

1 Carom (8)

2 Sling mud at (5)

4 Flash light? (6)

5 Heavy hitter (12)

6 Unpaid performer (7)

7 Whoop (4)

8 No backbone! (12)

12 Very being (8)

14 Where ships go (7)

16 Sleep inducer (6)

18 Piano key (5)

19 Thickening agent (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Mull music and arts venue 
An Tobar has won a top 
award.

� e performance and arts 
space in Tobermory’s Argyll 
Terrace that attracts audi-
ences from around the world 
was named Venue of the Year 
at the MG ALBA Scots Trad 
Music Awards.

Produced by Hands Up for 
Trad and presented by Mary 
Ann Kennedy and Oban’s 
Kim Carnie, the venue’s win 
was proudly announced.

‘An Tobar is humbled, excit-
ed and exceptionally proud 
to have won the Venue of the 
Year award which recognises 
the continued support and 
hard work over the year the 
sta�  have demonstrated,’ said 
Gordon Maclean, An Tobar’s 
music director.

He added: ‘It’s been lovely 
back home on Mull with so 
many people stopping in the 
street to give us their good 
wishes. 

‘It’s the kind of award that 
is easy to share with our 
amazing community. 

‘Folk Oscars’ name 
An Tobar top venue

The award was collected by Gordon Maclean, An Tobar's 
music director. Photograph: Paul Campbell/Louis De Carlo.

The MG ALBA Trad Awards, fondly known as the ‘Folk 
Oscars’. Photograph: Paul Campbell/Louis De Carlo.

‘Special thanks to the 
incredible Simon � oumire 
and his organisation Hands 
Up For Trad which has been 
behind this brilliant night 
since it began in 2005. 

‘Here’s to many more gigs of 
all kinds in the Venue of the 
Year. Hope to see you there.’

� e awards, broadcast live 
on BBC ALBA across the 
world, celebrate Scotland’s 
traditional music in all its 
forms and creates a platform 
for the artists, music and 
industry to move into the 
spotlight.

Mr � oumire said: ‘It has 
been another fabulous year 
at the MG ALBA Scots Trad 
Music Awards. Our scene is 
in good shape.’

An Tobar hosts about 50 
exhibitions, gigs and shows 
a year and is home to work-
shops, studios, recording 
rooms and performance 
spaces.

Every year it needs to 
raise more than £200,000 to 
support its theatre and arts 
programme.

Tobermory delight as 
hard work pays off at 
Scots Trad awards

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Tobermory  Fri 7 - Sun 9 Feb

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs. 
Fully accessible for wheelchair users. 

Knives Out (12A) 130 mins
Private detective Benoit Blanc suspects foul play in the 
apparent suicide of a famous novelist. “a fun whodunit 
worthy of Agatha Christie” The Telegraph 07/02 at 5.30pm
Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (12A) 142 mins   
The Star Wars saga reaches its climax.  07/02 at 8.30pm
Frozen 2 (U) 103 mins
Animated musical sequel. 08/02 at 2pm, 09/02 at 5.30pm
Little Women (U) 135 mins
Coming-of-age classic about the four March sisters growing 
up in 1860s New England. “wonderfully warm, funny and 
heartfelt” The Guardian 08/02 at 5.30pm
1917 (15) 119 mins   
Two young British soldiers must traverse dangerous enemy 
territory. “an astonishing piece of filmmaking” Empire
08/02 at 8.30pm, 09/02 at 2pm with captions
Jojo Rabbit (12A) 108 mins
Satire about a boy in the Hitler Youth who starts questioning 
his extremist beliefs. “you’ll laugh, you’ll cry - sometimes 
at the same time” Rolling Stone Magazine 09/02 at 8.30pm

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Lochaline  Mon 10 - Tue 11 Feb
Strontian  Wed 12 - Thur 13 Feb
Kinlochleven  Fri 14 - Sat 15 Feb

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 
mins before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs. 
Fully accessible to wheelchair users. 

Frozen 2 (U) 103 mins
“bigger, bolder, and more epic” Empire   
10/02 at 5.30pm, 12/02 at 5.30pm, 15/02 at 2pm
1917 (15) 119 mins
Two young British soldiers must traverse hostile territory to 
stop 1600 of their fellow soldiers from falling into a trap.   
10/02 at 8.30pm, 13/02 at 8.30pm, 14/02 at 8.30pm
Little Women (U) 135 mins
Coming-of-age classic about the four March sisters growing 
up in New England following the American Civil War.   
11/02 at 5.30pm, 13/02 at 5.30pm, 15/02 at 8.30pm
Jojo Rabbit (12A) 108 mins
Satire about a boy in the Hitler Youth who starts to question 
his extremist beliefs. “charming and funny” The Guardian
11/02 at 8.30pm, 14/02 at 5.30pm
Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (12A) 142 mins
“a thrilling, fun-filled, light-speed finale” The Guardian   
12/02 at 8.30pm, 15/02 at 5pm



TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Shepherd’s 
daughter 18 
seeks assistant 

lambing position 
end of March 

onwards, own dog.  
Tel: 01586 830417
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S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

S & S Services Isuzu

BOOK A TEST 
DRIVE TODAY

01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

#Over 40 MPG figure applies to manual transmission models. MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max 
range in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact us or visit isuzu.co.uk
†Important Information. Business users only. Rental amounts shown are for an Isuzu Utah Double Cab Commercial Vehicle On The Road with manual transmission, excluding special paint finish. Contract based on 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained. Vehicle must be 
returned in a good condition to avoid further charges. Provided by Lex Autolease Ltd trading as Isuzu Contract Hire, Heathside Park, Heathside Park Road, Stockport SK3 0RB. Excludes motability and fleet sales, not available in conjunction with any other o£ers or with 
BASC or NFU member discounts. Available until 31.12.2019. Finance options available at participating dealers only, subject to status. ̂ Leather and other materials. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 miles/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies 
to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

Utah Model pictured (inc. optional special paint finish) from £260.33 a month +VAT plus Initial Rental in advance of £2,342.97 +VAT.

ISUZU D-MAX UTAH FROM ONLY

£249†

PER 
MONTH
+ VAT

INITIAL RENTAL
£2,249.64 +VAT

BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE
35 MONTHLY RENTALS OF £249.96 +VAT. EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE OF 11.7p 
+VAT PER MILE AND RETURN CONDITIONS APPLY. VAT PAYABLE AT 20%. 
PROVIDED BY ISUZU CONTRACT HIRE.

THE AWARD WINNING ISUZU D-MAX UTAH

THE FULL 
WORKS

KEY FEATURES:
• 18" ALLOY WHEELS
• LEATHER UPHOLSTERY^
• HEATED FRONT SEATS

• KEYLESS ENTRY & PUSH 
BUTTON START SYSTEM

• REAR PARKING SENSORS
• REVERSING CAMERA

• APPLE CARPLAY™ & 
ANDROID AUTO™

• SATELLITE NAVIGATION
• ROOF BARS

22438 Isuzu Q4 2019 Utah BCH Dealer HP Ad_1.indd   1 17/10/2019   16:20

CHEAPEST FOR YEARS. Guaranteed finest quality large square, 
round or small conventional bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer 

or smaller rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u

u
    

One call could save ££’s. Special 
offers especially on inside round 

straw  &  SMALL BALE HAY. 

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE?

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

C
A

M E R
O
N

D
A V I

Dest. 
1975 

Highland 
cattle are 
coming 
to Oban
Oban is set for invasion of 
the hairy kind this weekend 
when the Highlanders come 
to town.

� e Highland Cattle 
Society brings its 129th 
Spring Show and Sale to 
Oban Livestock Centre.

� e show starts this Sunday 
February 9 at 10am and the 
sale is on Monday February 
10 at 10am.

� e best Highland cattle 
from across the UK will be 
paraded around the ring  
under the keen eye of  judge 
Dochy Ormiston, stockman 
to the society’s patron, Her 
Majesty the Queen.

Auctioneer Raymond 
Kennedy of United Auctions 
will take bids from the 
ringside and across the world 
on the Monday when buyers 
old and new snap up the 
� nest stock the breed has to 
o� er.

Animals are regularly sold 
at well over 2,000 guineas 
each and Adam Henson of 
Country� le fame is a regular 
face at the sale.

Following more than three 
years of political stagnation, 
the UK le�  the European 
Union last Friday, January 31.

While NFU Scotland 
members will have a period 
of ‘business as usual’ to 
December 31 2020, uncer-
tainty beyond that date 
remains unresolved.

For NFU Scotland, the hard 
work of ensuring farming’s 
priorities are central to dis-
cussions on trade, labour, fu-
ture agricultural funding and 
policy in the new era becomes 
the lobbying priority.

� at will see the union build 
on relationships established 
through regular engagement 
at Westminster with the 
Prime Minister’s o�  ce, 
Treasury, Defra, the Scotland 
O�  ce and the Department of 
International Trade in recent 
years.

NFU Scotland will also 
build on the good work it has 
already undertaken with the 
Scottish Government on the 
priorities for a future agricul-
tural support system as the 

Brexit day signals new 
union lobbying drive

NFUS director of policy Jonnie Hall.

transition from the Common 
Agricultural Policy, a� er 47 
years, takes place.

As part of its intensive 
lobbying work, NFUS will be 
setting out its proposals for 
Scottish agricultural support 
measures to instil certainty 
and con� dence between  2021 
and 2024 when the operating 
environment may remain 
turbulent.

While nothing will change 

overnight, preparation is 
key and NFU Scotland has 
updated its advice pages 
for members on the website 
www.nfus.org.uk/brexit

Speaking from Westminster, 
ahead of a meeting with 
Treasury on future funding, 
director of policy Jonnie Hall 
said: ‘� e hard work already 
undertaken will intensify as 
we pull every lever we can to 
ensure Scottish agriculture, 

and the extremely high 
standards we produce to, are 
upheld long into the future.

‘Almost 43 months of 
uncertainty have � nally con-
cluded and the key message 
for Scotland’s farmers and 
cro� ers is that nothing will 
change overnight. However, 
negotiations in the coming 
months will be de� ning.

‘� e UK is now entering a 
transition phase out of the 
EU, during which time the 
terms of the future trading 
relationship with the EU 
will be negotiated, working 
towards a December 31 2020 
deadline. 

In parallel, the UK 
Government will also start an 
independent trading policy 
with new third countries.

‘Recognition of our world 
leading standards, backed by 
the creation of a Standards 
Commission, are crucial if we 
are to avoid exposure to im-
ports produced to standards 
that are unacceptable here.

‘� e transition phase will 
also be of vital importance 

to the many members of the 
Scottish food and farming 
sectors who employ workers 
from outside the UK. � e UK 
Government will create a new 
system of immigration which 
will start on January 1 2021  
and NFU Scotland is lobby-
ing as hard as ever to ensure 
there are pathways available 
in the new system for the 
agri-food sector to employ 
manually skilled seasonal 
and permanent workers to 
undertake essential roles in 
the sector.

‘� is next phase will be 
challenging for everyone, but 
we must also see opportunity 
in this new era. 

‘NFU Scotland is ideally 
placed to build on the good 
work it has already under-
taken with the Scottish 
Government on the priorities 
for a future agricultural 
support system that allows 
farms and cro� s to become 
more pro� table, productive 
and deliver on their respon-
sibilities to the environment 
and climate.’
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Around the markets
Stirling – United Auctions 
on � ursday January 30 
sold 4374 prime sheep 
comprising of  3333 prime 
hoggs selling to an average 
of 230.14ppk & 1041 ewes 
and rams.
Old Season Lambs (3333) 
– Doune Farms (BTex) 
£134.00; Nether Falla (Tex) 
£131.00; Mid Gallowhill 
(Suf) £117.50; Garvald 
Mains (Chev) £109.00; Lossit 
(Cross) £109.00; Machribeg 
(Chev/Mule) £107.00; Home 
Farm, Dens (BF) £107.00; 
Henderston (Mule) £105.00.
Old Season Lambs 
(3333) –  Doune Farms 
(BTex) 319.00ppk; Wester 
Cambushine (Tex) 
289.00ppk; Wardhead 
(Chev) 248.00ppk; Garvald 
Mains (Suf) 248.00ppk; 
Invermilton (Mule) 
242.00ppk; Balgoner (Dor) 
239.00ppk; Kepculloch 
(Cross) £237.00ppk; Pitcairn 
(BF) 231.00p
Ewes (1041) – Rosebank 
(Tex) £176.00; Over Finlarg 
(Tex) £167.00; West Park 
(Tex) £158.00; Ballochneck 
(Tex) £156.00; Cairn (Tex) 
£155.00; Cairn (BTex) 
£132.00; Cairn (Suf) 
£130.00; Over Finlarg (Chev) 
£120.00; Garvald Mains 
(Chev/Mule) £117.00; Eater 
Middleton (HB) £111.00; 

Kilmaurs Mains (Mule) 
£109.00; Kinloch (Cha) 
£108.00; Whitehouse (Zwa) 
£106.00; Westhall (BFL) 
£104.00;  Glencairn (BF) 
£83.00; Drumnessie (BF) 
£76.00; Kinloch (Jac) £75.00.
Tups – West Kirkton (Tex) 
£130.00; Kepculloch (BFL) 
£126.00; Culfargie (Lleyn) 
£120.00; Land of Drumhead 
(Tex) £117.00; Coates (Chev) 
£116.00; Easter Middleton 
(Suf) £106.00; Overton 
(BTex) £103.00; Luss Est 
(BF) £68.00.

Stirling – Caledonian Marts 
Ltd on � ursday January 30 
sold 148 Cattle comprising 
71 Bullocks, Heifers and 
Young Bulls and 77 OTM 
Cattle.
Heifers topped at 240ppkg 
for a Limousin from W 
Dandie and Sons, Learielaw, 
Broxburn purchased by R 
Alexander, Butchers, Port 
of Glasgow and to £1482 
for a Charolais from D 
S and R C Taylor, Easter 
Ochtermuthill, Muthill.
Prime Bullocks sold 
to 235ppkg twice, for 
Limousins from W Dandie 
and Sons, Learielaw, 
Broxburn purchased by 
T Johnston, Butchers, 
Falkirk and C Kirkpatrick, 
Netherplace respectively, 

and to £1480 for a Limousin 
from W Dandie and Sons, 
Learielaw, Broxburn 
purchased by T Johnston, 
Butchers, Falkirk.
Young Bulls (Under 30 
Months) sold to 198ppkg for 
a Limousin from W I and A 
W Callion, Bolfornought, 
Stirling and to £1314 for a 
Limousin from B Harper, 
Greenwells, California.
Other Leading Prices:-
Bullocks per Head
£1475 Learielaw £1434 Easter 
Ochtermuthill £1422 Shields 
(Crawford) £1350 Arns 
£1348 Easter Ochtermuthill 
£1345 and £1344 Saltoun 
Home Farm
Heifers per Head
£1472 Knockhouse 
£1442 Learielaw £1420 
Knockhouse £1418 Learielaw 
£1414 Faskine
Bullocks per kg
225p Shields 222p Easter 
Ochtermuthill 218p 
Moor� eld 215p Faskine, 
Moor� eld, Blackhill and 
Bankhead
Heifers per kg
238p Learielaw 
235p Moor� eld and 
Learielaw 228p Shields 
(Twice), Faskine, Easter 
Ochtermuthill and 
Knockhouse
With a lot of feeding type 
cows forward, the overall 

average levelled out at 
128ppkg and £937 per 
head. OTM’s sold to £1220 
for a Charolais from D W 
Semple, Dippen, Carradale 
and to 163ppkg for a Blonde 
D’Aquitaine from J and 
M Campbell, Forthview, 
Mannerston.
Dairy cows averaged 
101ppkg selling to 122p from 
W Waugh, North Bankhead, 
Avonbridge and to £890 
from W A Hume and Co, 
Easter Clune, Dunfermline.
Other Leading Prices;
Beef OTMs per kg 152p 
Mains of Larg (New Luce) 
150p Greenwells 147p and 
142p (Twice) McNeill Estates 
(Kirkcowan) 141p (Twice) 
Traprain 140p Cairnbog
Beef OTMs per head
£1180 Forthview £1160 
Templehall £1120 Bankhead 
£1100 and £1090 Traprain 
£1080 Dippen £1070 
Cairnbog £1060 Forthview 
£1040 Traprain
£1030 (Twice) McNeill 
Estates (Kirkcowan)
Dairy Cows per kg
117p Coledrain
111p Easter Clune
109p North Bankhead
Dairy Cows per head
£840 and £830 Easter Clune
£800 Coledrain
£760 North Bankhead
£740 Baillieston

Tractor is Zetor.  Since 1946.

NO-NONSENSE TRACTORS FOR 
SENSIBLE FARMERS

PROXIMA 
80-120HP 

From 
£38,271 

+ VAT

MAJOR 
80HP 
From 

£31,980 
+ VAT

Diesel 

Only
Diesel 

Only

Zetor Direct Enquiries 

0800 677 1414
www.zetor.co.uk 

facebook.com/ZetorUK

BOOK YOUR 
TICKETS

NOW!
YOU’RE INVITED TO THE 

SCOTTISH RURAL 
AWARDS 2020

AT THE GLASGOW HILTON 
2ND APRIL 2020

A GLITTERING BLACK-TIE GALA 
DINNER AND AWARDS CEREMONY, 

HOSTED BY OUR FAVOURITE 
FARMER COMEDIAN, JIM SMITH

Book your tickets at
www.scottishruralawards.org

Or call 0131 551 7936

Oban Papers Ad.indd   1 28/01/2020   15:07:42

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of 4x4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Mitsubishi, Kia , Ford etc and all 4x4 

pickups. Older models and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes and 
models considered. Also touring caravans and 

statics, instant decision, same day payment.

Telephone 07786 864877

SKODA YETTI ELEGANCE 106 DIESEL
2014, £30 road tax, 
49,000 miles, towbar, 
side steps, black 
window/door side 
facings, in very good 
condition, any trial 
welcome.

£7250   
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Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com 

ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and 
free collection all types of of 4x4 
vehicles double cab and single 
cabs pickups shogun landrover 

defenders Isuzu Landcruiser Navara 
l200 Toyota Hilux discovery any 

vehicle considered old or new any 
condition running or not high miles 
rotten chassis over heating top price 
paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and 

commercial vans and trucks.



NEW
CAR 

INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or condition we 
can make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, engine problems, 

farm used, accident damaged, mot failures etc.
WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 

FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel. 

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

R E A S S U R A N C E BUILT IN

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
ORDER YOUR NEW “20” REG NOW!

DELIVERY SERVICE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

Initial rental £1495.45. 48 months at £299 per month based on 8000 miles per annum. Peugeot Contract Hire. All fi gures quoted exclusive of VAT. You will not own the 
vehicle. Over 18s only. Terms & Conditions apply.

2019 (69) Peugeot 508 
GT Line BlueHDI

White, 4000 miles, 
ex demo, blind spot 
sensors, connected sat 
nav, reversing camera, 
digital display, Car Play.
Was £26999
Now £25999

2018 (68) Peugeot 
3008 Active BlueHDI

Blue, 15000 miles, 
grip control, Car Play, 
alloys, parking aid, 
black roof, DAB 
radio/USB

Now £18999

2018 (68) Peugeot 308 
GT Line BlueHDI

White, 9500 miles, 
GT styling, Car Play, 
reversing camera, 
glass roof, climate 
control, alloys

Was £15999
Now £14999

All-new 208 1.2 PureTech 100
Apple Car Play, Android Auto, 
alloys, parking sensors, 
active safety brake and 
2x USBs as standard

From only 

£239.00 
per month

Call in now to experience this fantastic new model and to arrange your test drive. 
In stock and available now.

£239.00 per month based on Passport Finance over 4 years. Initial payment £1142.31. Based on 6000 miles p.a. 
Over 18s only and terms and conditions apply. Optional � nal payment. Picture for illustration only.

Tel: 01250 884306 or M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, Landrover Toyota, Nissan 
etc... We also buy MOT failures and accident 

damage vehicles. Anything considered.

WANTED
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The all-new Subaru Forester e-BOXER has won the 
Technology Award for its Driver Monitoring System at 
the 2020 What Car? Awards.

The Driver Monitoring System, fi tted as standard on all Forester e-BOXER 
models, is a brand-new technology for Subaru. It uses facial recognition 
technology to detect if the driver’s gaze has shifted away from the road 
and alerts vehicle occupants if this occurs.

According to What Car? 72% of drivers admit to being distracted when 
behind the wheel, making driver monitoring systems an increasingly 
important piece of in-car technology. What Car? praised Subaru’s Driver 
Monitoring System, calling it “the most advanced of its kind”. In testing it 
proved to be more accurate at identifying when concentration was lost 
compared to other manufacturer systems. In addition to the clear safety 
benefi ts afforded by Subaru’s Driver Monitoring System, What Car? also 
noted that the use of facial recognition software to set things like seating 
position, door mirror angles and even air conditioning to the driver’s pref-
erence is a real bonus.
Chris Graham, Managing Director at Subaru UK, commented: “We’re de-
lighted that all-new Forester e-BOXER has won the Technology Award at the 
2020 What Car? Awards. We’re fast building a reputation for building some of 
the safest cars on the road today, with a range of class-leading safety tech-
nologies – such as the new Driver Monitoring System – fi tted to our vehicles 
as standard. We’re thrilled that our commitment to building incredibly safe, 
capable and reliable cars is being recognised across the industry.”
All-new Forester e-BOXER – the fi rst self-charging hybrid from Subaru – is 
safer than ever and comes with a suite of driver-assist and safety features 
as standard, including: EyeSight driver assist technology (providing Pre-
Collision Braking, Adaptive Cruise Control, Lane Departure Warning and 
other functions), Subaru Rear Vehicle Detection and Reverse Automatic 
Braking.

Come and view the range at S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr, 
Tel: 01292 880080

Its snow-problem with S&S services!
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Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITHRECRUITMENT
An exciting opportunity has arisen for a bright, 

passionate and self-driven reporter to join 
The Oban Times’ busy team. 

The person we are looking for will have an NCTJ or similar qualification, including shorthand, and 
be multi-media literate. 
We are passionate about good local journalism and like our reporters to get out into the local 
community, meeting people face-to-face, sourcing the best stories. 
You should be bursting with ideas and have an eye for a good story, understand the importance of 
fostering great contacts and knowing your patch, and be capable of working on your own initiative as 
well as part of a team. 
As the position will be based in Oban, knowledge of the area would be an advantage.
You should also hold a full driving licence.
As well as writing for the newspaper of record for Argyll and the West Highlands, you will be 
expected to take photographs on the job, as well as contribute to our social media channels and 
podcasts.
In return for all this we offer a competitive salary, great experience and training, as well as an 
enhanced pension.

Please apply by email, sending your CV, plus a covering letter and some examples of your 
work to: Alison Arden - 
ali@obantimes.co.uk

REPORTER
TSL Contractors are looking for reliable, highly competent 
workers to join our team in a variety of posts on a large, 
long term building project which is due to start shortly in 
Fort William.  We are looking for experienced:

· Skilled ground workers · Joiners
· Scaffolders  · Telehandler operators

We want to recruit the best of the best and excellent rates of pay are 
offered in all posts for the right candidates. The successful candidates 
will also be eligible to participate in our production related bonus 
scheme.
Candidates must have a CSCS card and references are required.
Previous site experience is preferable 
For further information please contact our Human Resources Manager, 
Angela Coburn, on 01631 569 991  or email careers@tslcontractors.co.uk
We are committed to promoting diversity and inclusion within our 
workforce and welcome applications from all sectors of the community.

CRINAN HOTEL
We’re looking for an 

enthusiastic receptionist 
with an outgoing personality, 

excellent communication skills, 
who enjoys meeting people 
and talking about amazing 

Argyll.   The role includes 
welcoming visitors and taking 

bookings using the online 
system.  Training will be given.

Tel 01546 830261 
or send CV to 

reception@crinanhotel.com 

Registry Support Administrator 

Part Time Post (18.5 hrs per week) 
Fixed term appointment for 24 months
Salary range:  £19,730 - £22,017 pro rata per annum
Do you have excellent organisational and planning skills? Is attention to detail 
important to you? Are you able to work independently and to a high standard? Do 
you have excellent communication skills? 

SAMS is seeking someone who can undertake the role of Registry Support 
Administrator for students based at SAMS whilst navigating the maze of higher 
education. You must be discrete and confidential, able to plan ahead but also 
deal with competing priorities on a day to day basis and be able to work on your 
own initiative.

Key aspects of the role will be to support registry activities including the 
applications, enrolment and registry and administration of home and Erasmus+/
international students, support administration of student information systems, 
dealing with student-related requirements, working closely with systems, 
processes and colleagues at UHI and other education delivery partners as 
required.  The role will also assist in major education events in both planning and 
during events.

The role is a student facing one therefore it is desirable that the post holder will 
potentially have experience of working with students or young people. 

This role is part time, however it is desirable that the post holder will have some 
flexibility to be able to assist with additional planned activities. 

For informal discussion please contact Shona Magill at Shona.Magill@sams.ac.uk 

Further information is available on line at www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, please 
write to: Human Resources, Registry Support Administrator, D22/19.SM, The 
Scottish Association for Marine Science, Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll 
PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk

The closing date for receipt of applications is Monday 24th February 2020

Interviews will be held on site early March.
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 

welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 

Senior Carer - £10.25 - £10.88 per hour
Care Assistants & Bank Care Assistants - 

from £9.18 per hour
Housekeeping staff - £8.37 per hour

Full and part-time permanent positions. 
Good pay and conditions. 

Experience not essential as training will be given. 
Paid breaks and pension scheme.

Salary increases under review.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org
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We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your next job in 
the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

CALLING ALL SMALL TO 
LARGE SIZED COMPANIES! 

Argyll Community Housing Association (ACHA) are looking 

for local companies to work with us to help deliver the next  

exciting phase of investment and regeneration works and  

services in our homes across Argyll and Bute.  
 

The proposed contracts will cover the next 5-10 years starting 

in May 2020, and will cover areas such as new build            

development through to planned and cyclical maintenance of 

our existing homes. The projected value of the works        

available over the Investment & Regeneration Dynamic    

Purchasing System (DPS) will be in the region of £170m.  
 

ACHA are also launching a supporting Professional Services 

DPS shortly, this will cover the whole range of services from 

Architectural Services through to Housing Services. 
 

Please come along to one of our events to talk to us about 

how you can work with us. We look forward to meeting you 

and discussing the opportunities and process in more detail. 

If you require further information, please contact ACHA on: 
 

DynamicPurchasingSystem@acha.co.uk 

in May 2020, and will cover areas such as new build            

 

DPS Awareness Events  
 

10th February - Menzies House, Oban - 09:00 to 12:00 

 

10th February - Dalriada House, Lochgilphead - 14:00 to 17:00 

 

11th February - 11 Flora Street, Bowmore - 10:00 to 13:00 

 

12th February - Queens Hall, Dunoon - 09:00 to 12:00 

 

12th February - Lamont House, Helensburgh - 14:00 to 17:00 

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






SITE SUPERVISOR 
(For Civil Works) – DUNBEG
We are recruiting for an experienced Site 
Supervisor to lead a team of Ground Workers 
on our large Housing Development in 
Dunbeg, Oban.  The candidate should have 
a background in Civil Works, Setting out, 
Groundwork and hold valid SSSTS/SMSTS 
certification. Full Time/Permanent position, 
available for immediate start. 
Please send CV with references to 
job@mkmacleod.co.uk or call 
01546 602989

DISTELL INTERNATIONAL LTD
VACANCY: PROCESS OPERATOR
Applications are invited for the above 
mentioned position based at Tobermory 
Distillery, Isle of Mull.

Overall Purpose:

A Process Operators role responsible for 
carrying out all of the operations in the Distillery 
including goods receipt, mashing, distilling, 
operation of services plant and warehousing 
duties To ensure that all aspects of process 
operations are carried out to deliver best cost 
effective, efficient and quality results in line 
with corporate goals.

Application

For full job specification, additional information, 
or to apply for this position, please email:
HumanResourcesEurope@
distellinternational.com

Closing Date: Friday 21st February 2020.

Couple Required for Seasonal Role
On leading West Coast Sporting Estate

Ghillie / House keeper
Benmore Estate on the Island of Mull 

is looking to recruit a Ghillie and a 
Housekeeper to join our estate team 

for the coming season (May-Oct).
This opportunity would ideally suit a young 

couple who are looking for seasonal 
employment. Successful applicants need to be 
enthusiastic, hard working and totally reliable. 

A competitive package which includes 
accommodation in a newly refurbished remote 

mountain bothy is available.
Interested parties should email a CV to 

julian@benmoreestate.co.uk 
Further details of the estate are available on 

the estate website.
www.benmoreestate.co.uk   www.hookedonmull.co.uk
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Reference Number

20/00156/FUL

19/05589/FUL

20/00331/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal. 

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of house and formation of access

Erect dwelling

Proposed installation of 2no holiday letting 
pods

Land 190M SE Of Lavinia Cottage
Inverie, Knoydart

Land 70M NW Of Glenmore Cottage, 
Acharacle

6 Perth Place
Upper Achintore, Fort William

PUBLIC NOTICES
FIRST REGISTRATION 

OF A CROFT
Angus Smith has 
registered their crofts 
14 Moss and 29 Blain, 
Arisaig & Moidart on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 24 Oct 2020
Details of the registration 
can be found at 
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration numbers are 
C6412 & C6413

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Iain Martin has registered 
their croft Lee, Kilfinichen 
& Kilvickeon on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 22 Oct 2020
Details of the registration 
can be found at 
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C6659

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mary H MacKay has 
registered their croft 
Catchean (Share), 
Catchean, Kilfinichan & 
Kilvickeon on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 21 Oct 2020
Details of the registration 
can be found at 
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C6656

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs June Currie has 
registered her croft 
known as Hawthorn, Keil, 
Benderloch, Ardchattan 
& Muckairn on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 30th 
October 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at 
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home.   The croft 
registration number is 
C6688.

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL B8006 LOCHYSIDE JUNCTION (EAST)  
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2020

Notice is hereby given that on 3 February 2020 The Highland Council made an Order 
in terms of section 14(1)(a) of the Road Traffi c Regulation Act 1984, as amended 
entitled as above.
The Order has been made to provide the contractor a safe working area whilst 
carrying out essential repairs to traffi c light loops and for reinstatement of the road 
surface.   The order shall come into operation at 7pm on Monday 10 February 2020 
and will remain in effect until 6am on Thursday 13 February 2020.  Throughout that 
period, the use by vehicles of the length of road specifi ed in the Schedule hereto 
except for use by emergency services is prohibited each night between 7pm and 
6am (ie 11 hours per night).
While the prohibition applies, all vehicles, except emergency services vehicles, will 
be diverted via the A830T to the B8006 west junction.  Pedestrian and cyclists will be 
diverted via the cul-de-sac adjacent to Victoria House.
A copy of the Order can be inspection at the Service Point, Charles Kennedy Building, 
Achintore Road, Fort William on week days during normal offi ce hours.
03/02/2020:   Richard Porteous, Roads Operations Manager, Highland Council, 
Carr’s Corner Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 6TL.

SC HEDULE 
B8006 Lochyside Junction (East) 
Commencing at the junction of the B8006/A830T east junction, extending in a 
southerly direction for 50 metres or thereby. 

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

These applications listed below may be inspected between 
09:00-12.30 – 13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal 
Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local Customer Service Point and 
by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 

20/00068/LIB External/internal 
alterations and extension 
including combining two 
dwellings into one

44-45 Cullipool, 
Isle Of Luing, Oban, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA34 4UB

20/00084/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
and installation of septic 
tank

Land North Of The 
Cottage, Balinoe, 
Isle Of Tiree, 
Argyll And Bute

20/00069/PP Alterations and extension 
including combining 
two dwellings into one, 
formation of driveway 
and terraced area and 
installation of air source 
heat pump

44-45 Cullipool, 
Isle Of Luing, Oban, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA34 4UB

20/00151/PP Erection of meteorological 
mast

Land At Eredine 
Woodland, East 
Lochaweside, 
Argyl1 And Bute 

20/00085/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
shed and siting of 
shepherd’s hut

Land South West Of 
Tigh A Chuain, Port 
Charlotte, Isle Of Islay, 
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted 
online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, 
Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT

Monday 17 February 2020 – Oban 
13:00 - 17:30 Open Session 

18:30 - 20:00 Presentation and Q&A Session (Refreshments from 18:00)
Royal Hotel, Argyll Square, Oban PA34 4BE

DRAFT SECTORAL MARINE PLAN FOR OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY
Marine Scotland, as planning authority for Scotland’s seas, has 
prepared a draft Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy 
(“draft Plan”). The draft Plan seeks to identify the most suitable 
locations for future offshore wind development in Scottish waters.
A public event is to be held on the above date to present the draft 
Plan and supporting Sustainability Appraisal. The event will provide 
the opportunity for members of the public to discuss the draft Plan 
with officials from Marine Scotland.
Further information about the draft Plan can be found online here: 
https://consult.gov.scot/marine-scotland/draft-sectoral-marine-plan-
for-offshore-wind/ Consultation responses can be submitted online 
until the deadline of 25 March 2020.
Should you have any queries regarding this event or the draft Plan 
please do not hesitate to contact the Sectoral Marine Planning team, 
Marine Scotland, Area GB-North, Scottish Government, Victoria Quay, 
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ or email: SectoralMarinePlanning@gov.scot 

North Argyll Branch Blackface Sheep
Breeders Associati on

AGM
Wednesday 4 st of March at 8pm in the 

Falls of Lora Hotel, Connel

The annual stock judging will be held on Friday 
14th February at 7.30pm at Dalmally Aucti on 
Mart (by kind permission of United Aucti ons). 

Open Tup Hog Class on the night.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs Ann MacKay has 
registered her croft known 
as 11 Dalnabreck, Arisaig 
(share), Dalnabreck, 
Arisaig & Moidart on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 22nd 
October 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C6665.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs Ann MacKay has 
registered her croft known 
as 11 Dalnabreck, Arisaig 
& Moidart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 22nd 
October 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C6664.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs Linda Burgar & Mrs 
Katherine Ramsay have 
registered their croft known 
as Killandrist, Lismore 
& Appin on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 21st 
October 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C6655.



CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publica-
tions owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the 
other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for 
the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the 
Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed 
that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the 
event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of 
an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or 

adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the 
total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omis-
sion exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to 
the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable 
to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges 
falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or 
threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the ad-
vertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 
the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be 
due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed 
on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher 
may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy 
of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts 
given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original 
invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance 
of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the 
Post Office. http://termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

GRADUATIONS

MATTHEW MURPHY

Matthew Murphy graduated in July, 2019 from Robert 
Gordon University with a First Class Honours in 

International Business Management. He is the son of Peter 
and Tricia Murphy, Inverness, grandson of the late Peter 

and Mary Murphy, Inverlochy, Fort William and grandson 
of Donald and Margaret MacKinnon, Caol, Fort William. 

Matthew is currently working in London.

MELISSA MURPHY

Melissa Murphy graduated in July, 2019 from Strathclyde 
University with a 2.1 in Marketing & Business 

Management. She is the daughter  of Peter and Tricia 
Murphy, Inverness, granddaughter of the late Peter and 

Mary Murphy, Inverlochy, Fort William and granddaugh-
ter of Donald and Margaret MacKinnon, Caol, 

Fort William. Melissa is currently working in Glasgow.

ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES
FLOWER GIRL LAMP 
- Widdop, Bingham Ltd, 
lovely black, coal-e� ect 
� ower girl with glass shade. 
Working order. 23” total 
height, girl 11” tall. Can 
email photo. Campbeltown, 
£20.00 Telephone 01586 
554537
2 x SPARROWHAWKS, 
ON STAND - Ex Museum 
pieces. Stu� ed sparrow 
hawks posed on stand, 1 
male, and 1 female, slight 
damage to male. Collectable 
and rare. Can email pho-
to. Campbeltown, £65.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
VINTAGE WOODEN 
KEYCASE - Old and 
Quirky, handmade, shield 
shaped wooden key case, 
glass front opens. 10 hooks 
for keys. Felt base. 12” x 4” 
approx. Can email pho-
to. Campbeltown, £10.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
7LB AVERY WEIGHT - 
Weathered Avery weight, 
7lb, cast iron, curio? 
Painted black? Also, other 
black shop weights and old 
scales. Can email photos of 
all. Campbeltown, £10.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
FALCONRY MAGAZINES, 
YEARBOOKS - Large col-
lection of British Falconers 
Club, BFC, magazines and 
yearbooks, never read, 
with free falconry books 
thrown in. Can email pho-
to. Campbeltown, £10.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
RARE VINTAGE 
ITALIAN OIL CAN - 
Italian vintage oil can, 
BREVETTATO, lever ac-
tion, old but working con-
dition. Approx. 7” tall, 
can email photo, details 
etc. Campbeltown, £15.00 
Telephone 01586 554537

VINTAGE SINGER OIL 
CAN - Old collectible 
brass or copper oil can, 
label SINGER, pump ac-
tion, vintage retro working 
condition. Can email pho-
to. Campbeltown, £10.00 
Telephone 01586 554537

AUDIO EQUIPMENT
SONY DVD PLAYER - 
Sony DVD player, scart 
to scart. only used several 
times and is in very good 
working order/condi-
tion, includes remote con-
trol, priced to sell, £10.00 
Telephone 07469 700787
PANASONIC MIDI HI-FI 
SYSTEM - Midi system, 
features include CD play-
er, radio, cassette player, 
remote control and speak-
ers. A good second system 
or for bedroom, priced 
to sell, £15.00 Telephone 
07469 700787

BOOKS
GREAT WORLD WAR 
- A HISTORY - - Editor 
Frank F Mumby. Vol 
1-4. Hardback, blue cov-
ers, coloured folding 
maps, dust covers, photo-
graphs, plates. £9.00 each, 
Telephone 01546 602563

BUILDING / DIY
REPLACEMENT 
CHIMNEY POTS - for 
older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots 
in various sizes and col-
our, £40.00 Telephone 
01631 564578

CD'S, DVD'S AND VIDEOS
RUNRIG CDs VOL 1 TO 
5 - Access all areas vol 1 to 
5 include interviews dem-
os, live tracks and studio 
tracks. CDs only availa-
ble to fan club members, 
a must for all fans, £12.00 
Telephone 07469 700787

BILLY JOEL GOLD DISC 
- Billy Joel 52nd street, 
enhanced sound on gold 
disc. � is is a rare CD 
and could be a collector’s 
item, in very good con-
dition. Good price, £5.00 
Telephone 07469 700787
EAGLES BOX SET 1972 
TO 1999 - Eagles selected 
works 72-99 4 CDs fea-
turing greatest hits, al-
bum tracks, unreleased 
live performances plus 
deluxe 44 page book very 
good condition, £12.00 
Telephone 07469 700787

CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES
WRANGLER TRUCKER 
JACKET - XL denim 
trucker jacket with a Borg 
lining for extra warmth, 
worn several times and 
is in very good condi-
tion. Cost new 130.00 will 
sell for, £30.00 Telephone 
07469 700787
LEVI TRUCKER JACKET 
- Trucker style jacket with 
a Navy Blue cotton outer 
shell and a furry type in-
ner � eece. Very warm jkt. 
only worn once good con-
dition, new 160.00, now, 
£30.00 Telephone 07469 
700787

COMPUTERS 
AND GAMES
ANTLER LAP TOP CASE 
- ANTLER lap top case, 
only used several times. 
Condition is excellent. 
No longer required hence 
selling at a very good 
price, £10.00 Telephone 
07469 700787

DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES
WASHING MACHINE 
- Hotpoint 8kg, model 
WMD960. Telephone for 
details, £50.00 Telephone 

01586 550075
FRIDGE & FREEZER - 
Fridge £25 Freezer 1 front 
loader 1 top loader £30 
each, Telephone 07727 
841014
DYSON VACUUM 
CLEANER - Dyson up-
right vacuum clean-
er, good condition, full 
working order, £10.00 
Telephone 01586 830621

EQUESTRIAN
BLACK DRESSAGE 
SADDLE - Reactor pan-
el Avant Garde 16.5 
inch, wide � t black dres-
sage saddle, £1,500.00 
Telephone 07834 806335

FURNITURE
TWO & THREE SEATER 
SETTEE SET - Stylish and 
exceptionally comfortable 
settee set in cream colour. 
Very sound condition, no 
reasonable o� er refused, 
£99.00 Telephone 01631 
565125/077961 07729
IKEA TABLE - New Ikea 
table laminate wooden 
top removable steel legs 
seats 6 can email pics, 
£50.00 Telephone 01631 
720369
SINGLE PINE 
WARDROBE - like 
new, £40.00 Telephone 
01631562802
BEECH DINING TABLE 
- with glass insert 71” 
x 35”. Buyer to collect. 
North Connel, £80.00 
Telephone 07974 768148

GARDEN 
MACHINERY
PETROL STRIMMER - 
Found in relatives e� ects 
in shed, petrol strimmer, 
used once, never test-
ed since, seems ok. Can 
email photo. Test before 
buy. Campbeltown, £35.00 
Telephone 01586554537

GARDEN
HOZELOCK CASCADE 
POND PUMP - Never 
used, still in original box, 
electric pond pump, foun-
tain feature. Hozelock 
Cascade 450LPH 
small. Model 36277-
000. Can email photos. 
Campbeltown, £15.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
VINTAGE STEEL 
GARDEN ROLLER - 
Small vintage steel garden 
roller. Excellent painted 
conditions. Suit small-
er garden or makes a nice 
feature, £90.00 Telephone 
01631 564578
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS - and small-
er implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display 
items, £30.00 Telephone 
01631 564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS - in various sizes 
and styles, make lovely 
garden planters. Prices 
from £40.00, Telephone 
01631564578

HEALTH AND FITNESS
GENTS RALEIGH 
MOUNTAIN BIKE - Very 
good condition. Rarely 
used. (Tarbert), £70.00 
Telephone 07507 093239

HEATERS
DRAGON DELONGHI 
OIL HEATER - on wheels, 
good working condi-
tion. Downsizing. Buyer 
collects - Lochgilphead, 
£15.00 Telephone 01546 
600045

HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD - white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 siz-
es, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print, 
Telephone 01586554975

KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM
REVOLVING BAR 
BUTLER - new 4 bottle 
revolving drink stand, 
£10.00 Telephone 01631 
565142

MARINE
ANCHOR CHAIN - heavy 
duty chain 1 1/4 inch 
thick links 60 feet length 
in total, £95.00 Telephone 
01631 720159

PET ACCESSORIES
PET CARRIER, FIT JACK 
RUSSELL - Beige plas-
tic pet cage/ carrier, Jack 
Russell size, 

with lockable gate, and 
handle, stored in shed, 
dusty but excellent condi-
tion, photo. Campbeltown, 
£10.00 Telephone 01586 
554537

PLANTS AND 
SHRUBS
SNOWDROPS - IN THE 
GREEN – 6 pots (full) - 
£7.50, trays approx. 500 
bulbs - £50, trays approx. 
250 bulbs - £25. Ready 
for collection from Old 
Garden Nursery, Taynuilt, 
Telephone 07738 199988

PRINTING AND STATIONERY
THANK YOU CARDS 
- new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.
Truly individual, a treas-
ured keepsake. Call Krisp 
Print,  Telephone 01586 
554975
PROMOTIONAL 
MATERIAL - market 
your business e� ective-
ly with professionally de-
signed lea� ets, posters and 
� yers from Krisp Print,  
Telephone 01586 554975

WANTED
WANTED STARTER 
MOTOR - for Yanmar 2 
cylinder diesel engine, 
Telephone 07444 838631
MILITARIA ITEMS 
WANTED - Local col-
lector,  Telephone 07796 
314296
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MOBILITY

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES

REMOVAL & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

MODEL RAILWAY SHOP

We are Scotlands newest 
online model railways retailer.
Thousands of items in stock 
from all the major brands.
Free delivery over £50

5% discount using code NEWSPAPER

www.hobbytrax.co.uk

Hobby Trax newspaper advert for:

9th and 10th January
And
6th and 7th February

BLINDS

HEATING SERVICES

COAL MERCHANTS

www.facebook.com/obantimes

13 Great King Street, Edinburgh, EH3 6QW 
Tel: (0131) 624 6660 
E-mail: info@sva-auctions.co.uk

 

The following are among 20 Lots to be offered for Sale by 
Auction in Glasgow on Wednesday 26th February 2020.

Nr FORT WILLIAM (Corpach): Secure yard/site on Annat 
Point Ind. Est. – 0.16 acre.

www.sva-auctions.co.uk

PROPERTY



and Dylan.  Funeral private 
at his own request.
COLQUHOUN – Peacefully 
on January 28, 2020 at 
Etive House, formerly of 
Ferry House, Bonawe. Joan, 
beloved wife of the late 
Joe. Dearly loved mother, 
mother-in-law, granny and 
great-granny. Service at St 
John’s Cathedral, Oban at 
1pm on Monday February 
10. Interment at Achnaba. 
Flowers welcome.
KENNEDY - Peacefully at 
Etive House, Benderloch 
on Friday, January 31, 
2020 at the grand old age 
of 101, Elsie, beloved wife 
of the late Sam, mum to 
Jean and Donald, mum-
in-law, aunt, grandma and 
great grandma. Funeral 
will take place from Oban 
Parish Church on Tuesday 
February 11  at 1.00 pm 
thereafter to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.  Family f lowers 
only please. Retiring col-
lection if desired for North 
Argyll Carers Centre.
MACDOUGALL - 
Peacefully at North Argyll 
House Care Home on 
January 29, 2020, in her 
90th year, Cathie, beloved 
wife of the late Duncan 
MacDougall, dearly loved 
mum of Ann and the late 
David, devoted nanny to 
Darren, Liam, Siobhan and 
Aidan and great gran of 
Caila and Ava. May she Rest 
in Peace.
McEWAN - Suddenly at 
home on January 30, 2020, 
Diana McEwan, Tobermory, 
Isle of Mull, aged 62 
years. Loving mum of Gary, 
a dear sister and aunt, sadly 
missed by all her family and 
friends. Funeral service to 
be held at Tobermory Parish 
Church on Friday February 
7, 2020 at 11.30 am, thereaf-
ter to Tobermory Beadoun 
Cemetery.
SLATER – John. Peacefully 
on January 21,  2020 at 
Deepdene Care Home, 
Dorking, Surrey at the age 
of 66. Originally of Caol 
and Banavie, Fort William. 
Loved and sadly missed 

by daughters Helen and 
Rowena, grandchildren 
George, Edward and 
Autumn and brothers Sandy 
and Andy.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CLARK - The family of 
the late Donald Clark, 
Inveraray, would like to 
thank everyone most sin-
cerely for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
and support received in the 
recent sad passing of Big 
D. We would like to thank 
all the medical staff for the 
amazing care they provid-
ed. We would also like to 
thank Roderick Campbell, 
minister, for conducting 
a memorable and fitting 
service and Stan Lupton 
Funeral Directors for as-
sisting in a smooth send off. 
May we also thank everyone 
who attended at church 
and graveside. Donations 
for Cancer Research UK 
totalled £2,000.
GIBSON – Anne and the 
family of Kenneth would 
like thank all family and 
friends for their kind 
letters, cards and phone 
calls following his sad 
death. Thanks also to the 
Rev Liz Gibson for an up-
lifting service, and to Billy 
McClymont for his caring 
and professional services, to 
all who attended the church 
and graveside. A very gen-
erous donation of £622 was 
collected for Parkinson’s 
UK (Scotland).
THOMSON – Rena’s fam-
ily would like to thank all 
who came to her funeral 
and who sent messages of 
condolence. Thanks also 
to John McLellan Funeral 
Directors for making the 
arrangements so profes-
sionally, the Moorings 
Hotel for catering and to 
Alyson Stewart for leading 
us in what was a celebration 
of Rena’s life. Special thanks 
are due to the staff at Key 
Housing, Fort William for 
all the loving care given to 
Rena over many years. This 
was particularly true of 
recent times when that care 
was exceptional. Thank you 
so much.

MEMORIAMS
MACINNES - In loving 
memory of a dear father and 
grandfather, Roddy, who 
died February 6, 2013.
Just a prayer from the family 
who loved you
Just a memory fond and true
In our hearts you will live 
forever
Because we thought the 
world of you.
Sadly missed.
- Your loving family, Oban 
and Eriskay.

Thank you grandad for the 
years we shared
For the love you gave and 
the way you cared
You left a place no one can 
fill
We miss you Grandad and 
we always will.
- Your loving grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.
MACLEAN – Cherished 
memories of Ian (Cleansy), 
a much loved son, broth-
er and uncle, who died 
February 5, 2004. Precious 
memories keep you near, as 
time unfolds another year!
- Mum, Dad, Ann, Sandra 
and families.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of our darling Ian 
(Cleansy).
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Libby, Pat and family.
MACLEAN – In loving 
memory of Mary MacLean, 
who died February 8, 2005 
aged 65 years. Beloved wife 
of the late Alistair. A much 
loved Mum, Gran and 
Mother-in-law. 
Our hearts are filled with 
memories, 
Which we gather through 
the years,
All the happy times we 
shared,
Are treasured souvenirs.
- Dugald, Arlene and 
families. 
MACLEAN – Happy mem-
ories of a dear sister, sister-
in-law and auntie Mary, 
who died February 8, 2005 
and Alistair a dear brother-
in-law and uncle, who died 
March 19, 2016.
Those we love don't go away
They walk beside us every 
day 
Unseen, unheard but very 
near
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear
- Margaret, Archie, Fiona 
and Duncan.
McCOMBIE - In loving 
memory of a dear father, 
father-in-law, grandad and 
great-grandad Bert, who 
died January 31, 2015.
You are always in our 
thoughts.
- Teenie, Peter and John.
To all that have a Grandad 
cherish him with care
You’ll never know his value
Til you see that vacant chair.
- Fraser, Fiona and Kevin.
When we see a star shining 
bright
We know it’s Grandad 
Bertie saying goodnight.
- Kyle and Summer.
MENZIES - In loving mem-
ory of Hamish, who died 
February 10, 2007.
Always in our thoughts
- Love Ibby, David and Isla x
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Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A headstone is a lasting monument and tribute to a cherished family member 
or friend. We offer a full range of elegant, distinctive and high quality 
memorials in traditional or contemporary designs. 
We will help guide you through these decisions, including the choice of granite, 
marble or limestone.

MCLELLAN MEMORIALS

DUDLEY ROAD, FORT WILLIAM PH33 6JB
TEL: 01397 702128  
WWW.JOHNMCLELLANFUNERALS.CO.UK

QUALITY FUNERAL 
CARE SINCE 1923

MEMORIALS

MEMORIALS

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

BIRTHS
GRANT - Dougie, Issy, Jack 
and Hamish are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of Rory Alexander Grant 
on Wednesday, January 
29, 2020 at the Royal 
Infirmary of Edinburgh. 
Huge thanks to both the 
brilliant Edinburgh and 
Oban midwives.  

DEATHS
BRYANS - Suddenly but 
peacefully at Raigmore 
Hospital on Monday, 
January 27, 2020, William 
(Bill), dear husband of Jean, 
loving dad to Fiona and 
son-in-law William, adored 
grandad of Alasdair and 
Emma and great-grandson 
Jacob, a dear brother and 
brother-in-law. Funeral 
service today, Thursday, 
February 6 at 12 noon in St 
John’s, Caol, thereafter to 
Glen Nevis Cemetery. R.I.P.

CAMERON – Morag 
(MacDonald Dorlin). 
Peacefully at home with her 
loving family by her side on 
February 2, 2020, Morag, 
aged 83 years, beloved 
wife of the late John and a 
much loved mum of Ian, 
Shona, Andrew and Sandra. 
Funeral mass will be held 
at Christ the King Church, 
Grangemouth on Thursday, 
February 13 at 1.45pm 
thereafter to Falkirk crema-
torium for 3.15pm to which 
all family and friends are 
respectfully invited. Family 
f lowers only please as do-
nations if so desired to be 
given between Strathcarron 
Hospice and Jerichos. 
“Loved and remembered 
always”.
CAMPBELL – Norma 
died peacefully on January 
27, 2020 at Devon Lodge, 
Woburn Sands, aged 91 
years.  Devoted wife of the 
late Sir Niall Campbell 

of Barcaldine and 
Glenure.  Mother of Fiona 
(deceased), Roddy, Lucy and 
Angus.  Mother-in-law to 
Phillip, Caroline, Hen and 
Siobhan.  Beloved Grandma 
of Kate, Anna, Louisa and 
Alastair.  Funeral Service at 
St Michaels, Woburn Sands, 
11.45 am on February 
11 followed by crema-
tion.  Interment of ashes at 
Achnaba, North Connel at 
a later date.  Family f lowers 
only.  Donations if desired 
by cheque payable to ‘MS 
Society’ c/o HW Mason 
and Sons, 97 Victoria Road, 
Bletchley MK2 2PD.
CARMICHAEL - (Rothes 
Glen). Peacefully, at Weston 
View Care Home, Keith on 
Friday, January 24, 2020, 
Donald, aged 86 years, lov-
ing husband of Elaine, proud 
father of Colin, Ronald 
and Jane, beloved Grandpa 
Scotland of Alexander, 
Alasdair, Amber, Georgia 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

————— D & A MUNN Ltd —————
Breadalbane Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 5NZ

Tel: 01631 562562   Email: ian@munns-oban.co.uk

Oban’s Longest Established 
Independent Funeral Directors

Professional, Respectful 
and Experienced Staff

Private Chapel of Rest

8-Seat Mercedes Limousine Hire

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Owned and Run by Ian MacInnes & Son
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE

FROM
£1695.00

Simple Burial
or Cremation

Service

D&A Munn advert  22/11/2019  11:35  Page 1
CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

THOUGHT  
FOR THE WEEK

ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of Robert (Sugar), 
died February 11, 2015,
beloved husband, father 
and grandfather.
We little knew that morning
That God was going to call 
your name
It broke our hearts to lose 
you 
You didn’t go alone
For part of us went with you
The day God called you 
home
You left us precious 
memories
Your love is still our guide
And though we cannot see 
you
You are always by our side
Our family chain is broken 
And nothing seems the 
same
But as God calls us one by 
one
The chain will link again
- Margaret, Anne and 
Robert.

ROSS – In loving mem-
ory of my dear mother 
Lorraine, who passed away 
February 12, 2016.
Some time has passed since 
that fateful day
When Gaea swooped in and 
took you away
You are with me still as a 
whisper in my mind
It does get easier, but you 
see I find
Each day has news I want to 
share
But you are a whisper and 
still not there
I miss you mum with each 
passing day
But know you are watching 
in your own special way
I love you mum always and 
forever
- Your loving family, we 
shall forget you never.
XxxxX

‘God’ is just a word! What 
does it actually mean? �at’s 
the interesting question.

�e important answer 
to that question is YOUR 
answer. To paraphrase St 
John Henry Newman, just 
because you say you believe 
in God doesn’t mean it is 
God you believe in - or not 
believe in for that matter.

One thing is certain: if you 
think you understand God, 
it is not God you under-
stand. We are dealing with 
the impenetrable mystery of 
being itself.

Even in the Christian 
experience, there remains 
the deepest paradox; 
we believe that God has 
revealed himself but ever 
remains in deepest mystery 
and hiddeness.

Perhaps the �rst words that 
Jesus preached may give us a 
way of holding this tension 
constructively. ‘Repent, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is 
close at hand.’

No doubt, the invitation to 
repent will for many conjure 
up ideas of being sorry for 
what we have done wrong 
and amending our ways. 
�is does not seem to do full 
justice to the original Greek.

�e impact of the original 

is not so much to change 
your behaviour, but rather to 
change completely your way 
of thinking. Yes, drop your 
image of God for the sake of 
coming to experience God as 
God is. (Meister Eckhart.)

Many of us cling to the 
God of our childhood or a 
distant God, whose love and 
kindness has to be earned 
by good behaviour; a God 
who observes our every 
movement with a critical 
mind and an arbitrary will.

How our mindset would 
change if, instead of asking 
how I can �nd or love God, 
we were to ask: ‘How can I 
let God �nd and love me?’ 
�e answer is challengingly 
simply: open up to him. �at 
means coming to know and 
accept yourself.

Stop the game-playing 
and in peace and silence be 
real. Deep within you, you 
will hear a still small voice 
whisper: ‘I have found you, 
I know you, you are my 
beloved child.’

You have experienced the 
unfathomable God who is 
love.

Father James MacNeil, 
St Columba’s Cathedral, 

Oban.

If you think that you 
understand God, it is  
not God you understand

Obituary: Anne 
Reynolds MBE: 
1926 - 2019
Kathleen Anne Reynolds 
MBE, known as Anne, 
was described as being 
an extremely active and 
supportive member of the 
Oban community for more 
than 50 years.

�e former model, sailor 
and charity worker died on 
September 17 2019, aged 93.

She was born in Blida, 
Algeria, on August 23 1926, 
and was the youngest of 
three daughters.

Anne stayed in Algeria 
until she was old enough 
to join the Women’s Royal 
Naval Service.

From there she worked 
in London, before heading 
to Malta. Anne, who was 
�uent in French and could 
also speak Arabic, put her 
linguistic skills to good use 
and worked as a translator.

It was in Malta that she met 
Major Mike Boyd Reynolds 
- a decorated Royal Marine, 
who would later become her 
husband.

When the war ended, Anne 
swapped the sea for style and 
worked as a couture model 
in London, before getting 
married in 1949.

�e couple had two 
daughters, Fiona and 
Amanda, and the family 
moved around with Major 

Reynolds’ military career.
However, in the mid-1960s, 

they settled in Argyll.
Anne and Mike lived in 

Kilchrenan and Loch Awe, 
before deciding on Loch 
Etive.

It was then Anne became 
involved in the Armed 
Forces Charity, tasked with 
overseeing case workers in 
the Argyll and Bute branch. 
She received an MBE in 
2002 for her services to the 
charity.

She was also the founding 
member and board member 
of the Abbey�eld Oban 
Society.

Anne’s home was described 
in �e Times of London as 
having an ‘elegant grandeur 
and �ne furnishings and a 
garden that was her eternal 
joy’.

She continued to oversee 
the Loch Etive home a�er her 
husband died in 2004.

With only a wood-burning 
stove, she was tough and 
resolute, especially in the 
winter. It wasn’t uncommon 
to see her bathing in the 
loch when her private water 
supply froze over.

She continued to entertain 
guests and enjoyed serving 
food she had procured 
herself.
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New season fixture list released 
�e much anticipated �xture list 
for the 2020 shinty season has 
been released by the Camanachd 
Association, with competitive games 
beginning on Saturday March 7. 

Mowi Premiership
Mowi Premiership champions 
Kingussie open the defence of their 
trophy at home to Caberfeidh. �e 
sides are scheduled to play in a pre-
season friendly at the same venue a 
week earlier. 
Kingussie travel to Lovat seven days 
later and host Kilmallie on Saturday 
March 21. 

Premiership clubs play in the �rst 
rounds of the Scottish Sea Farms 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup and 
cottages.com MacTavish Cup on the 
�nal Saturday of the month.     

Oban Camanachd, runners-up 
last year, play the Premiership’s two 
newly-promoted sides over the �rst 
couple of weeks of the new season. 
Oban Camanachd made a slow start 
last year, taking only two points 
from their �rst four games, so they 
will be keen to get o� to a good 
start against Glasgow Mid Argyll at 
Yoker. 2019 Mowi National Division 
champions Fort William are the 
visitors to Moss�eld a week later 
whilst Stephen Sloss takes his side to 
Kinlochshiel on Saturday March 21. 

Oban Camanachd assistant 
manager Kenny Wotherspoon said: 
‘�ere are no easy games in the 
Premiership. 

‘We’ll get a look at GMA in our 
friendly against them at Moss�eld 
on February 15,  whilst Fort William 
will be keen to put a marker down 
having won the National Division 
so convincingly and having been 
absent from the top �ight for the last 
three years. I’ll be giving Stephen 
[Sloss] my input having faced them 
many a time with Celtic.

‘As for Kinlochshiel, we had two 
wins from three games against them 
last season, with the other game a 
draw. 

‘We had the pleasure of sampling 
their new park at the end of last 
season, which is a plus, but it will 
still be extremely di�cult up there.’

Fort William’s return to shinty’s 
top �ight begins with a match 
against Kyles Athletic at An Aird. 
�ey travel to Oban Camanachd on 
Saturday March 14 before welcom-
ing Lovat to An Aird. 

Kilmallie host Lovat at Canal 
Parks on the opening day of the new 
season. A week a�er, John Stewart’s 
side are o� to Tighnabruaich to play 
Kyles Athletic. 

�e sides agreed to share the 
points rather than play the delayed 
corresponding �xture at the end of 
last season. Kilmallie are on the road 
again on Saturday  March 21 when 
they play champions Kingussie at 
the Dell. 

Lovat’s next two �xtures following 
their match at Kilmallie are against 
Kingussie at Balgate and Fort 
William at An Aird. 

Kyles Athletic travel to Fort 

The Camanachd Association has 
announced a new partnership 
with Macronstore Highlands 
which will supply new Scotland 
international kit for the next two 
years. 

The new 2020 Scotland kit 
was unveiled at the Culloden 
Battle�eld, Inverness on Friday 
January 31.

The partnership with Ma-
cronstore Highland secures a 
�ve-�gure sponsorship fee over 
the next two seasons for the 
Camanachd Association, whilst 
also providing high-quality kit 
for the game’s top players at sen-
ior men, women, U21 and U17 
level with long standing partners 
Mowi continuing as shinty/hurl-
ing/camogie international title 
sponsors.

The Camanachd Association 

Left to right: Steven MacKenzie, Camanachd Association (CA) vice president; Ronald Ross, CA Regional 
Development Manager; Finlay MacRae, former Scotland captain; Caitlin Mutch, CA Ambassador for 
Culloden High School; Aarron Duncan-MacLeod, CA Marketing and Communications O�cer; Maddison 
Duncan-Spalding, Inverness Gaelic School; Amber Mackay, CA Ambassador for Culloden High School; 
Tobias Keir, Milbank Primary; Stuart MacDonald, Lovat, 2019 Scotland Captain; Laura Gallacher, Lovat 
Ladies, Scotland player; and Derek Keir, CA chief executive o�cer model the range of ALBA Scotland 
gear.

New Scotland kit sponsor

William before playing host to  
Kilmallie and Newtonmore.  

Newtonmore, under new 
boss Orsten Gardner, start at 
Kinlochshiel then face Glasgow Mid 
Argyll, home, and Kyles Athletic 
away.

Kinlochshiel follow up the 
Newtonmore match with a trip to 
Caberfeidh followed by the visit of 
Oban Camanachd. 

Caberfeidh’s �xtures either 
side of their home match against 
Kinlochshiel are journeys to 
Kingussie and then to Glasgow Mid 
Argyll. 

GMA’s return to the Premiership 
sees successive clashes with Oban 
Camanachd, home, Newtonmore,  
away, and Caberfeidh, home. 

 

Mowi National 
Division
Lochaber’s bid to bounce back 
following their relegation from the 
Mowi Premiership begins with 
an opening day �xture against 
Strathglass at Cannich. 

Lochaber play Oban Celtic at 
Spean Bridge on Saturday March 14 
before travelling to the Winterton 
to play Inveraray, who also dropped 
from the top �ight at the end of last 
season. National Division clubs play 
in the �rst rounds of the Scottish Sea 
Farms Glasgow Celtic Society Cup 
and cottages.com MacTavish Cup 
on the �nal Saturday of the month.

Oban Celtic will welcome Skye 
Camanachd on Saturday March 7. 
On the following two Saturdays, 
Dougie MacIntyre and Les Kinvig 
take their charges to Lochaber and 
Strathglass. 

Oban Celtic assistant manager 
Les Kinvig said: ‘We hope to have 
a �t and full squad for the start of 
the season and although it’s a tough 
�rst game, we’ll look to make a good 
start. 

‘Looking at the �xture list though, 
we are hoping for home draws in 
the cups or we could end up playing 
away from home for six of the �rst 
eight weeks of the season.’ 

Skye Camanachd’s opening day 
trip to Oban Celtic is followed by 
a clash with Inveraray at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree, then a journey south 
to Aberdour.

�e start of the season is an 
historic moment for Aberdour’s 
whose �rst match in the Mowi 
National Division is against Beauly 
at Silversands. 

Aberdour then travel to 
Glenurquhart on Saturday March 
14 before Skye Camanachd visit Fife.

Inveraray have been given a 
tough start to the season. �ey host 
Glenurquhart before travelling to 
Skye and then play Lochaber at the 
Winterton on Saturday March 21.  

Glenurquhart open the season 
against Inveraray, away, Aberdour,  
home, and Beauly, away.

Before their trip to Glenurquhart, 
Beauly will travel to Aberdour and 
then host Strathglass. 

Meantime Strathglass, under new 
boss Allan MacLeod, start at home 
to Lochaber before games against 
Beauly, away, and Glenurquhart,  
home.  

A preview of the opening regional 
league �xtures will be in next week’s 
Oban Times.

Change of boss at 
Taynuilt
Steven Campbell is the new manager 
at Taynuilt Shinty Club.

�e Mowi South Division 1 club 
recently held their annual general 
meeting in the pavilion when a good 
number of players and committee 
members attended. 

Former boss James MacLaren 
intimated that, due to business 
commitments, he would be standing 
down as coach. 

�e chairman thanked him for his 
e�orts during the past season.

Steven Campbell takes over as 

coach for the new season and whilst 
the club have the same squad as 
last year, there is the possibility of 
additions still to come.

Taynuilt’s opening pre-season 
match with the Inveraray seconds 
last Saturday was postponed,  
whilst they play Glenorchy for the 
John Matheson Memorial Cup on 
Saturday February 15. Kilmory are 
the opponents a week later, whilst 
Taynuilt round o� the pre-season 
against Oban Celtic on Saturday  
February 29. 

Pre-season friendly 
results
Oban Celtic P
Lochaber P
Oban Celtic and Lochaber had been 
scheduled to meet at Moss�eld but 
the game was called o� on Saturday 
morning because of a waterlogged 
pitch.

Oban Celtic assistant manager Les 

Kinvig said: ‘We carried out a pitch 
inspection at 8.30am on Saturday 
and there was standing water on 
the pitch with more rain forecast. 
As luck would have it, the weather 
cleared up a�er that and it couldn’t 
have been much better for this time 
of year come throw-up time, so that 
was a wee bit disappointing.’ 

Oban Camanachd P
Lochside Rovers P
Players from Oban Camanachd 
and Lochside Rovers were to play 
a mixed match at Ganavan but the 
pitch was ruled unplayable.

Fort William P
Kyles Athletic P
�ere was disappointment for Fort 
William and Kyles Athletic as their 
Drew Ferguson Memorial Cup clash 
was postponed 48 hours ahead of 
throw-up as the relentless rain le� 
the An Aird pitch unplayable.

�e sides hope to re-schedule the 
match for the earliest opportunity.

join the list of sporting giants spon-
sored by Macron which includes 
S.S. Lazio and UEFA as well as Ross 
County Football Club.

As part of the sponsorship deal, 
Macronstore Highlands will pro-
vide competitive rates for all shinty 
clubs in the market for new club kit. 

A Camanachd shop is also availa-
ble online at Klasklothing.co.uk via 
shinty.com and in a store at Lotland 
Place, Inverness.

Linda Smith of Macronstore High-
lands said: ‘When the Highland 
store for Macron was created, the 
manufacturer had never seen nor 
heard of shinty. 

‘Over the past years, we have not 
only changed this but also shown a 
real commitment to all Camanachd 
clubs in the partnership announced 
today. 

‘We look forward to working 

with all the clubs and supporting 
shinty for years to come.’

Camanachd Association vice 
president Steven MacKenzie 
said: ‘I’m delighted we’ve been 
able to reach an agreement with 
Macronstore Highlands, an Inver-
ness-based company with strong 
shinty connections.’

The 2020 Scotland ALBA shirt 
from new Camanachd Associa-
tion kit manufacturers Macron.
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New season fi xture list released 

Continued on page 44.

Inveraray P
Taynuilt P
� e match between the Inveraray 
second team and Taynuilt was  
called o�  with both club pitches 
unplayable.

Kingussie P
Inveraray P
Kingussie’s clash with Inveraray was 
called o�  because of an unplayable 
pitch.

Strathglass P
Col Glen P
� e clash between Strathglass and 
Col Glen was postponed as the 
Cannich pitch was too so�  to be 
playable. 

Glenurquhart P
Newtonmore P
New Newtonmore � rst team manag-
er Orsten Gardner will have to wait a 
week before seeing his side in action 
for the � rst time as their 1.30pm 
throw-up against Glenurquhart at 
Blairbeg was postponed on Friday 
a� ernoon because of an unplayable 
� eld. 

� e meeting between Inverness 
and the Newtonmore seconds at 
the Bught Park also fell to a pitch 
inspection.

Ardnamurchan 1
Lochaber 1
Ardnamurchan Ladies and a 
Lochaber Ladies side beat the 
elements, drawing their pre-season 
friendly at Strontian 1-1 on Sunday 
February 2. 

� e match was played in three 
half hour segments with the excit-
ing encounter ending all-square. 
Ardnamurchan’s goal came from 
Katie Cameron with Amy Disher 
counting for Lochaber.

This weekend’s pre-
season � xtures
Pre-season friendlies gather pace 
this Saturday, February 8.

Amongst the matches scheduled, 
Oban Camanachd take on Inveraray 
at Ganavan. Connor Howe will be 
part of the Oban Camanachd squad 
having rejoined the club during the 
close season. � row-up is at 1pm.

� e Oban Celtic second team 
welcome the Inveraray second team 
to Moss� eld. 

� row-up is at noon and Alex 
MacVicar is the match referee.

Kinlochshiel and Fort William 
will decide on a venue for their clash 
at the end of the week. 

� e Lochaber and Newtonmore 
second teams are scheduled to meet.  

Lovat play Glenurquhart, whilst 
Beauly take on Newtonmore. 

� e Aberdour and Strathglass 
� rst and second teams meet at 
Silversands. 

Skye Camanachd will hold the 
MacKinnon Sixes at Portree High 
School’s astro pitch and Kingussie 
host the Liz Young Sixes.

Caberfeidh ready       
for new season
Caberfeidh’s pre-season programme 
is taking shape. 

� e Caberfeidh � rst team open 
with a match against Newtonmore 
at Castle Leod on Saturday February 
15. 

Caberfeidh host National Division 
side Skye a week later before trav-
elling to the Dell to contest the Bill 
MacPherson Memorial Plate with 
Kingussie on Saturday February 29.  

� e Caberfeidh second team has 
two friendly matches. � ey meet 
Strathglass at Cannich on Saturday 
February 22 before hosting their 
Kingussie counterparts at Castle 
Leod on Saturday February 29. 

Caberfeidh have also undertaken 
work on their pitch and on their 
clubhouse throughout the winter 
break with Peter McCall, Iain 
McCall, David MacMaster, Stewart 
MacLennan, Ali MacLennan, Andy 
Coleman, Martin MacLean, David 
Morrison and Craig Grant all 
involved.

� e club con� rmed that all tickets 
have been sold for ‘Billy’s Bash’, a 
memorial evening and fundrais-
ing dance to remember the late 
Billy Tulloch at Strathpe� er Golf 
Clubhouse on Saturday February 29. 

Shinty’s team of        
the decade
� e Camanachd Association ran a 
social media vote to name shinty’s 
team of the decade. 

Lovat and Scotland keeper Stuart 
MacDonald took almost half 
the goalkeeping vote, seeing o�  
Newtonmore’s Michael Ritchie, Fort 
William’s Paul MacKay and Stuart 
MacKintosh from Glenurquhart, to 
take his place between the sticks.

Newtonmore’s Norman Campbell 
was the over-whelming choice at full 
back, earning just over 63 per cent 
of votes, with Glenurquhart’s John 
Barr, Lovat’s Drew Howie and James 
Hutchison from Kingussie also in 
contention. 

Steven Macdonald joined his 
former Newtonmore teammate 
Campbell in the side at wing back. 
Macdonald took just over a third of 
the vote, edging out Donald Irvine 
from Kyles Athletic, Lovat’s Daniel 
Grieve and Kingussie’s Lee Bain. 

� e other wing back berth 
went to Mark MacDonald from 
Kinlochshiel. He � nished just 
ahead of Oban Camanachd’s Daniel 
Cameron with Newtonmore’s Andy 
MacKintosh and Callum Miller 
from Kyles Athletic collecting a fair 
share of the vote.   

Rory Kennedy was the runaway 
winner at half back, amassing just 
over half the vote. � e Newtonmore 
ace saw o�  Kyles Athletic’s Andrew 
King, Conor Cormack from 
Kinlochshiel and Inveraray’s 
Douglas Dando. 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£2300

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
R MacLaren
Callander
M Ferguson
Lochgilphead

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
D MacLellan Jan ‘20 £2000
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BADMINTON

Continued from page 43

More than 70 pupils from 
Oban high, Tobermory high, 
Campbeltown grammar, 
Dunoon grammar and 
Rothesay grammar schools 
converged at Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure for annual regional 
badminton quali�ers.

�e visitors had di�cult 
journeys through snowy 
conditions on the morning of 
the competition but everyone 
made it to compete in a fan-
tastic day of badminton.

Active schools co-ordi-
nators Gillian Walker and 
Alan Wright and Oban High 
School PE teacher Denise 
Gemmell organised the event 
which has been running since 
2002.

Under 14, 16 and 19 singles, 
doubles and mixed doubles 
competitions for boys and 
girls were played with a good 

spread of prizewinners from 
throughout the region.

Mrs Gemmell said: ‘�ere 
were many nail biting games 
played not just in the �nals 
but throughout the day.

‘�e standard was excep-
tionally high and we wish all 
the pupils that go on to rep-
resent Argyll and Bute in the 
Scottish Schools competition 
in March the best of luck.

‘Most important though 
was the spirit in which games 
were played. It was compet-
itive but very sporting and 
fair.’
Results:
Under 14s Girls Singles: winner, 
Violet Campbell, Campbeltown. 
Runner-up, Tayler Robinson, 
Oban, 21-14. Under 14s Boys 
Singles: winner, Malik Clowes, 
Tobermory. Runner-up, Innes 
MacCallum, Oban, 21-5.

Under 16s Girls Singles: winner, 

Nuria Clowes, Tobermory. Runner-
up, Jane Scott, Campbeltown, 
21-18. Under 16s Boys Singles: 
winner, Rory Dods, Oban. Runner-
up, Morgan Gemmell, Oban, 
21-19. Under 19s Girls Singles: 
winner, Kathryn Lindsay, Dunoon.  
Runner-up, Lauren MacKinnon, 
Campbeltown, 21-17. Under 
19s Boys Singles: winner, Allan 
Mollins, Dunoon. Runner-up, 
Fegus Carmichael, Oban, 21-17.

Under 14s Girls Doubles: 
winners,  Violet Campbell and 
Imogen Scott, Campbeltown. 
Runners-up, Wiktoria Ryszka 
and Katie MacLellan, Oban, 
21-14. Under 14s Boys Doubles: 
winners,  Malik Clowes and Joris 
Hutton, Tobermory. Runners-up, 
Calum Scott and Ewan O’May,  
Campbeltown, 21-6.

Under 16s Girls Doubles: win-
ners,  Nuria Clowes and Anneloes 
Hutton, Tobermory. Runners-up, 
Jane Scott and Jennifer McMurchy,  
Campbeltown, 21-12. Under 16s 
Boys doubles: Winners,  Marcus 
Keith and Kameron Smith, 

Dunoon. Runners-up, Morgan 
Gemmell and Rory Dods, Oban, 
21-14. Under 19s Girls Doubles: 
Winners, Lauren MacKinnon and 
Jessica Ronald, Campbeltown. 
Runners-up, Ella MacKechnie 
and Lucy MacKinnon, Oban, 
21-8. Under 19s Boys Doubles: 
winners, Alan Mollins and Ciaran 
Danks, Dunoon. Runners-up, 
Andrew Tyre and Alistair Gibson, 
Dunoon, 21-12. Under 14s 
Mixed Doubles: winner,  Innes 
MacCallum and Tayler Robinson, 
Oban. Runners-up, Rory Dods and 
Wiktoria Ryszka, Oban,  24-22.

Under 16s Mixed Doubles: 
Winners, Nuria Clowes and Malik 
Clowes, Tobermory. Runners-up, 
Anneloes Hutton and Joris Hutton,  
Tobermory, 21-15.

Under 19s Mixed Doubles: 
Winners,  Alan Mollins and 
Kathyrn Lindsay, Dunoon. 
Runners-up, Fergus Carmichael 
and Zoe Cook,  Oban, 21-12.

Shuttle service for Argyll youngsters at 
Scottish Schools badminton quali�ers

Trophy winners and runners up at the Scottish Schools Badminton regional quali�ers at Atlantis Leisure.

Schools continue to make the grade in delivery of sport
A record number of Scottish 
schools, including eight 
from Argyll and Bute, have 
received a prestigious award 
from sportscotland in recog-
nition of their commitment 
to putting sport at the heart 
of the school ethos.

Dunbeg and Salen primary 
schools join Cardross and 
Dalintober  in achieving gold 
status. Dunoon Grammar 
School and Rothesay 
Academy achieved silver, 
while Carradale Primary 
School and Southend Primary 
School received bronze.

�e sportscotland School 
Sport Award is presented for 
innovation and achievement 
in delivering school sport and 
physical activity, with 747 
schools across the country 
now in possession of an 
award.

It recognises schools that 
put young people at the fore-

front of decision making and 
planning of school sport and 
PE while increasing partici-
pation opportunities.

�e number of gold schools 
across Scotland now stands 
at an all-time high of 399, 
an increase of 40.5 per cent 
from last year’s total of 284. A 
further 274 schools achieved 
silver and 74 bronze a�er a 
signi�cant number of schools 
completed their continuous 
improvement journey to-
wards the gold award.

Chief executive of sportscot-
land Stewart Harris said: ‘It’s 
testament to the work of a 

variety of partners, including 
thousands of pupils, parents, 
volunteers and teachers, 
that we can now say this is a 
record-breaking year for the 
School Sport Award.

‘Everyone involved should 
be proud of this achievement. 
�ere is an undoubted value 
in sport being at the heart of 
school life.

‘With that in mind, we are 
committed to helping build 
a Scotland where sport is a 
way of life and young people 
in schools are central to this.’

Funded by the National 
Lottery, the School Sport 

Award is a national initia-
tive designed to encourage 
schools to continuously im-
prove extra-curricular sport.

To achieve a bronze or 
silver  sportscotland School 
Sport Award, schools self-as-
sess their current practice. To 
gain gold status, an extensive 
external assessment is carried 
out by an independent panel 
of experts.

�e award is supported by 
the Active Schools Network, 
a programme that in-
volves sportscotland working 
in partnership with all 32 
local authorities to encourage 
schools to ensure there are 
opportunities for all children 
and young people to engage, 
participate and reach their 
potential in this area.

SCHOOL SPORT

Paul MacArthur took the 
�rst wing centre position 
with the former Newtonmore 
and current Kyles Athletic 
player gaining almost a third 
of the vote. Kyles Athletic’s 
Robbie MacLeod gained 
a quarter of the votes cast 
with Fort William’s John 
MacDonald and Kingussie’s 
Fraser Munro not far behind.

Finlay MacRae became the 
second Kinlochshiel player 
to make the side, slotting 
in at full centre. MacRae 
collected almost 45 per cent 
of the votes to �nish ahead of 
Niall MacPhee, Fort William, 
David Robertson, Inveraray,  
and Louis Munro, Kingussie.

Former Fort William player 
Gary Innes made up the mid-
�eld trio. Innes, shinty’s �rst 
ambassador, took just over 
40 per cent of the 595 votes 
cast. Newtonmore’s Michael 
Russell picked up a quarter 
of the vote with Lochaber’s 
Shaun Nicolson and Dunkie 
Kerr from Kyles Athletic 
sharing the balance. 

Kyles Athletic’s Roddy 
Macdonald secured almost 
45 per cent of the vote for half 
forward. He �nished ahead of 
club mate Grant Irvine who 
earned close to a third of the 
vote with Bryan Simpson,  
Fort William, and Garry 
MacPherson, Inveraray, tak-
ing the balance. 

�ere was a shoot-out 

between Lovat’s Greg 
Matheson and Keith MacRae 
from Kinlochshiel for the 
�rst wing forward position. 
Matheson took almost 50 per 
cent of the vote with MacRae 
gathering almost 42 per cent. 
Inveraray’s Euan McMurdo 
was the other nominee. 

Kevin Bartlett, who played 
for Caberfeidh and Lovat 
during the decade, took 
almost 57 per cent of the 
vote to secure the other wing 
forward position, whilst 
Newtonmore’s Evan Menzies 
and Oban Camanachd’s 
Andrew MacCuish were also 
in contention.   

Finally the full forward 
slot was contested between 
Kingussie’s Ronald Ross, 
Inveraray’s Russell McKinlay 
and Newtonmore duo 
Danny Macrae and Glen 
MacKintosh. Ross �nished in 
front with 48 per cent of the 
vote, ahead of MacKintosh.

Shinty’s team of the decade 
from: Stuart MacDonald, 
Lovat; Norman Campbell,  
Newtonmore; Steven 
Macdonald, Newtonmore;  
Mark MacDonald, 
Kinlochshiel; Rory Kennedy,  
Newtonmore; Paul 
MacArthur, Newtonmore/ 
Kyles Athletic; Finlay 
MacRae, Kinlochshiel; Gary 
Innes, Fort William; Roddy 
Macdonald, Kyles Athletic; 
Greg Matheson, Lovat; Kevin 
Bartlett, Caberfeidh/Lovat; 
and Ronald Ross, Kingussie.

Donnie 
MacDougall, 
Dalmally
�e shinty community was 
saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of Donnie MacDougall 
who died suddenly on Friday 
January 24.  

Donnie had a lifelong 
involvement with shinty. He 
was a founder of the present 
Glenorchy Shinty Club and, 
for the last few years, was 
a match assessor for the 
Camanachd Association. 

His playing days started 
with Fort William before 
leaving to go on National 
Service. When he returned, 
he played for Lochaber.  

Work commitments took 
Donnie to play for Beauly and 
then Oban Celtic, where he 
was part of the 1962 Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cup winning 
team.  

By 1965, Donnie had 
moved to Dalmally where he 
re-formed Glenorchy Shinty 
Club which had recently 
folded.  

He went on to play and be a 
part of the club in many roles 
over the years. 

He was latterly club chief-

tain, taking great pride in the 
success of the club over the 
years.  

Recently Donnie enjoyed 
travelling to the shinty heart-
lands, watching games and 
meeting friends old and new, 
in his role as a match assessor. 
He was rightly proud to have 
only missed two Camanachd 
Cup Finals over the last 66 
years. 

Oban Celtic and Oban 
Camanachd were amongst a 
number of shinty clubs to pay 
their respects.

Donnie MacDougall’s fu-
neral took place at Glenorchy 
Parish Church, Dalmally, on 
Tuesday February 4.

Donnie MacDougall.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
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RUGBY

Lessons learned from 
opening Plate clash
It was a baptism of � re at 
Burnbrae for Oban Lorne 
Ladies in this year’s National 
Plate competition as West 
of Scotland came out of the 
blocks � ying.

Playing the � rst of four pool 
games, the Green Army got 
o�  to a rusty start giving the 
Burnbrae Belles the chance  
to dominate possession and 
shine on their home turf.

Full-back Rachel 
MacDonald was the only 
Oban player who managed 
to cross the whitewash in 
the opening half,   with the 
hosts scoring three converted 
tries to take a 21-5 lead at the 
break.

Improvements had to be 
made if the Oban ladies 
wanted to make any impres-
sion a� er the re-start and 
that’s exactly what they did, 
winning the second half try 
count 2-1.

Centre Kirsty Sinclair, 
who stepped up as captain 
in place of the injured Laura 
MacCormick, scored as 
well as fresh-legged Kelsey 
Whitlow who outpaced the 
West winger to score another 

in quick succession. � e 
Oban defence was becoming 
more solid, with the opposi-
tion having to string together 
more and more phases to get 
through. 

With the score 31-15, and 
the ladies in green starting 
to play better, a lower back 
injury to Oban scrum-half 
Heather Fothergill forced the 
game to be cut short.

Heather was taken to hospi-
tal in Glasgow where an X-ray 
later revealed there was no 
serious damage.

Improve
� e ladies now feel they 

know what they have to work 
on in training to improve.

� eir next game is on 
Sunday February 16 when 
they face group leaders Kelso 
at Glencruitten.

Oban Lorne 1st XI’s West 
League Division Two � xture 
against Dalziel was cancelled 
on Saturday due to a water-
logged pitch. 

� is weekend,  the clubs 
have a break due to the Six 
Nations Calcutta Cup clash 
on Saturday. 

On Saturday February 16, 
Wigtonshire are the visitors 
to Glencruitten. Beth Menzies barges her way through the West of Scotland defence. Photographs: Stephen Lawson.

West of Scotland 31
Oban Lorne Ladies 15

National Plate

Kirsty Sinclair dives over for a try for Oban Lorne.Rachel MacDonald makes a charge forward.
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OBAN SAINTS YOUTHS

Results and � xtures
Last Sunday’s results: Under 13s 4,  Park Villa 2. Park 
Sports Project 1, Under 14s 2. On target for Saints 
were Duncan MacEwan and Zander Craik. Rutherglen 
Glencairn 1, Under 15s 5. Scoring for Saints were Kyle 
Cooper, 3, Ross Mackay and Andrew Nicol; v Under 15s; 
Summerson 3, Under 17s 0. 
 This Sunday’s � xtures: Under 13s v Victoria Park; St 
Patrick’s SA v Under 14s; Under 15s v Rossvale Thistle;  
Under 17s v BSC Glasgow. 

ADULT FOOTBALL

Results and � xtures
Last Saturday’s results: Scottish Amateur Cup sixth 
round - Wishaw HSFP 1, Oban Saints 1; Greater Glasgow 
League Division Three - Glenvale 7, Oban Saints GG 5; 
Scottish Amateur FL - Premier Division One - Campbel-
town Pupils v Dunoon, postponed; Lochgilphead Red 
Star v Carlton YM, postponed; Premier Division Two - St 
Convals 3, Tarbert 1.
 This Saturday’s � xtures: Scottish Amateur Cup 
sixth round replay - Oban Saints v Wishaw HSFP; 
Greater Glasgow Division Three - Oban Saints GG v 
Colquhoun United; SAFL Premier Division One - Busby 
v Lochgilphead Red Star; Dunoon v Parkhall, Neilston v 
Campbeltown Pupils; Premier Division Two - Glenburn 
Athletic v Tarbert.  

ATHLETICS

Liam Smith gets a vital touch to deny Dene Cassells a last gasp winner.

Scot Maitland celebrates his goal.

Scott Maitland hurdles Sandy Thomson before putting the 
ball in the net to open the scoring for Saints.

Late goal puts Saints celebrations
on hold
Oban Saints and Wishaw 
High School Former Pupils 
will have to do it all again at 
Glencruitten this Saturday 
to decide who will progress 
to the quarter � nals of the 
Scottish Amateur Cup a� er 
last Saturday’s entertaining 
sixth round encounter at 
Wishaw Sports Centre failed 
to produce a winner.

Goals in each half from 
Scottish Amateur Football 
Association Select teammates 
Scott Maitland and Lee 
Hadden cancelled each other 
out, with a draw being a fair 
re� ection of the match.

Injuries to Myles McAuley, 
Kerr Newbigging and Matt 
Rippon le�  Saints short in the 
middle of the park, forcing 
manager Willie Gemmell to 
call up Martin Bonar to the 
� rst team squad.

Saints kicked o�  playing 
into the strong wind on the 
large all-weather surface at 
Wishaw Sports Centre and 
immediately won a free-kick 
when Craig MacEwan was 
fouled 30 yards out. Willie 
Gemmell’s � ighted ball to 
the back post looking for 

Wishaw HSFP            1  
Oban Saints            1 

Scottish Cup - 6th Round

MacEwan was headed behind 
by Wishaw central defender 
Ryan McManus, however, 
referee Donald McCallum 
inexplicably awarded a goal 
kick.

Wishaw danger man Lee 
Hadden took just two min-
utes to demonstrate the threat 
he would pose throughout the 
game when he charged down 
a Willie Gemmell free-kick 
midway inside the Saints 
half. Hadden raced past 
Gemmell onto the loose ball 
and � zzed a low shot from the 
le�  edge of the 18-yard box 
across Graham Douglas and 
narrowly wide of the far post.

Sustained
John Neill swung over a 

dangerous sixth minute cross 
which Brian Ross headed into 
the arms of Graham Douglas 
as the home side began a 
period of sustained pressure. 
Neil looked for the head of 
Ross again two minutes later 
with a delivery from the le�  
which Dene Cassells read well 
to head clear.

A Dene Cassells trip on Lee 
Hadden gave Wishaw a 12th 
minute dead ball opportunity 
32 yards out which David 
Rae sent well over the Saints 
crossbar.

� e Oban side eventually 
managed to get forward 

with Craig MacEwan and 
James Ford combing to force 
a corner kick on the le� . 
Lewis Cameron’s delivery 
was glanced on by Craig 
MacEwan at the near post 
and helped back into the dan-
ger area by Willie Gemmell 
before being scrambled out 
for a throw-in on the right.

Steven MacLeod came to 
the rescue in the 18th minute, 
sticking out his right leg to 
block a goal bound e� ort from 
Jamie Moir a� er Graham 
Douglas had sliced a hurried 
clearance out for a throw-in 
on the Wishaw right.

MacLeod’s central defensive 
partner Dene Cassells was 
next to make a telling inter-
vention, stretching his legs 
to keep pace with a driving 
Lee Hadden run and take the 
ball o�  the toes of the speedy 
Wishaw wide man.

� e home side came within 
inches of opening the scoring 
when the impressive Ewan 
Leonard raced away from 
Willie Gemmell inside the 
centre circle and powered for-
ward crashing a � erce le�  foot 
strike past Graham Douglas 
and o�  the crossbar. Fortune 
favoured Saints again when 
Jamie Moir’s attempted bicy-
cle kick failed to connect with 
the rebound.

Wishaw keeper Sandy 
� omson’s prodigious kick-
ing turned defence into attack 
from a rare Lewis Cameron 

foray into the home penalty 
area. � e Wishaw number 
one launched the ball almost 
to the edge of Saints box from 
where Jamie Moir teed up 
John Neill for a snap shot well 
wide of target.

Against the run of play,  
Saints broke the deadlock in 
the 35th minute. James Ford’s 
driving run had the home 
defence backpedalling and 

Jamie Moir shields the ball 
from Dene Cassells.
his perfectly weighted pass 
sent Scott Maitland through 
one-on-one with the keeper. 
� omson stood up well 
but was unable to prevent 
Maitland from skipping 
through and, from an acute 
angle, slotted the ball into the 
unguarded net to give Saints 
an unlikely lead.

Another long Sandy 
� omson clearance was 
taken down by Brian Ross 
who saw his shot on the 
turn charged down by Matty 
Kelly, illegally in the opinion 
of referee McCallum who 
showed Kelly the game’s � rst 
yellow card.

Blair Kidd’s resulting 38th 
minute free-kick came back 
o�  the Saints wall with Willie 
Gemmell blocking Jamie 
Moir’s e� ort on the rebound 
and John Neill slicing the 
loose ball well o�  target.

� e Saints goal continued 
to lead a charmed life when 
Jamie Moir’s cross from the 
right picked out Brian Ross at 
the back post whose scu� ed 
shot was clawed behind 

Lochgilphead games hall was a hive of activity as young 
athletes from across Argyll competed in Mid Argyll 
Athletics Club’s annual indoor competition.

The event, held on Sunday January 26, was the � rst in 
a series of area competitions being held in Argyll this 
winter. 

The number of entries – 42 girls and 27 boys – was 
up on 2019 and with several impressive performances 
throughout the three-and-a-half hours of action, there 
was some intense competition.

The MacDonald twins, Jemma, left, and Jorja, 
dominated the under-11s category.

Games hall athletics

Coach Simone Charnock guides the under-seven girls 
through the triple jump. 06_a05athletics04
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FOOTBALL
Craig MacEwan � ashes a header across the face of goal.

Willie Gemmell gets above Liam Smith but heads straight at Wishaw keeper Sandy Thomson.
Match report and photographs: Derek Black.

Late goal puts Saints celebrations
on hold

by Graham Douglas for a 
corner kick which the Saints 
defence cleared before referee 
McCallum blew for half-time.

� e interval bene� ted Saints 
who took the � eld refreshed 
and ready to exert more of 
an in� uence on proceedings. 
A� er the home defence 
had scrambled clear a 46th 
minute corner kick, skipper 
Liam Smith made a telling 
challenge to take the ball 
away from Lewis Cameron 
in a threatening position 60 
seconds later.

Grateful arms
Smith was well beaten in the 

air in the 56th minute when 
Willie Gemmell leapt high to 
meet a Lewis Cameron corner 
kick from the le�  with his 
downward header dropping 
into the grateful arms of 
Sandy � omson.

Gemmell found the arms of 
� omson again � ve minutes 
later with a 25 yard free-kick 
a� er Craig MacEwan had 
been felled by Blair Kidd.

Ross Maitland made way 
for David Beaton whose pace 
posed an immediate threat 
racing onto a Craig MacEwan 
ball up the right wing and 
� ring over a low cross which 
James Ford hooked wide of 
target at the back post.

the ball over the advancing 
Graham Douglas but wide of 
the far post.

Saints leading goal scorer 
Craig MacEwan was inches 
away from increasing his 
tally for the season when he 
glanced a 71st minute Lewis 
Cameron corner kick from 
the le�  across the face of goal 
and just wide of the far post.

Wishaw keeper Sandy 
� omson kept his side in 
the game with a crucial save 
to deny David Beaton when 
the pacy winger was set up 
by Lewis Cameron in the 
76th minute. Cammy Hill 
replaced the in� uential James 
Ford before the resulting 
corner kick could be taken 
and nodded Lewis Cameron’s 
delivery from the le�  just 
over the crossbar.

Lewis Cameron passed up 
a good opportunity to make 
the tie safe in the 78th min-
ute, lashing a le�  foot volley 
over the junction of post and 
bar a� er good work on the 
right by Ruaridh Horne and 
David Beaton.

Sandy � omson earned 
himself a yellow card for 
dissent before Jamie Moir 
made way for Luke Dickson 
in the hosts � nal change of 
the a� ernoon. 

Saints were disappointed 
when referee McCallum 
awarded a so�  82nd minute 
free-kick against Willie 
Gemmell who was judged 
to have fouled Brian Ross in 
making what appeared to 

be a good clearing header. 
Disappointment turned to 
anger when Mr McCallum, 
ignoring the Saints protests, 
allowed Wishaw to take a 
quick free-kick which was 
eventually bundled over 
the line by Lee Hadden 
despite the valiant e� orts of 
Graham Douglas and Steven 
MacLeod.

� e man in the middle 
rubbed salt into the Saints 
wound by issuing yellow 
cards to Dene Cassells, 
Craig MacEwan and Steven 
MacLeod for their protests.

Both sides pushed for a 
winner in the closing minutes 
with substitute Luke Dickson 

coming close for the hosts and 
skipper Liam Smith getting a 
vital touch to deny opposite 
number Dene Cassells inside 
the Wishaw six-yard box.

In the � nal act of an en-
tertaining encounter, Willie 
Gemmell hooked a di�  cult 
chance from a 93rd minute 
Lewis Cameron corner kick 
wide of target before referee 
McCallum brought proceed-
ings to a close.

Saturday’s replay will 
take place at Glencruitten 
with a 2pm kick-o�  with 
referee Donald MacCallum in 
charge.

Scotland teammates Lewis Cameron and Scott Maitland 
share some banter with Wishaw’s Lee Hadden, centre, 
during a Scotland training session at Falkirk Stadium last 
Sunday. 

� e hosts also made a change 
handing a debut to new 
signing Joshua Payne who re-
placed Cameron Ballantyne. 
� e former Arthurlie man’s 
� rst involvement was to latch 
onto another long Sandy 
� omson clearance and li�  

Steven MacLeod heads 
clear.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 6, 
2020 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 03.31 3.2 09.43 1.6 
 16.14 3.4 21.56 1.4
Fri 04.20 3.5 10.42 1.3 
 16.56 3.6 22.44 1.0
Sat 05.03 3.7 11.30 1.0 
 17.35 3.8 23.29 0.7
Sun 05.43 4.0 12.13 0.8 
 18.12 3.9  **.** *.*
Mon 00.12 0.5 06.22 4.1 
 12.55 0.6 18.48 4.0
Tues 00.56 0.3 07.01 4.2 
 13.37 0.6 19.25 4.0
Wed 01.40 0.3 07.41 4.1 
 14.18 0.6 20.04 3.8              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light cloud and a gentle
breeze
Temperatures 
5°C to 8ºC.
Friday 
Light cloud and a
fresh breeze
Temperatures 
6°C to 8ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain showers and a 
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
gusty wind
Temperatures 
6ºC to 7ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5
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SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 47

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Late goal puts Saints 
celebrations
on hold

GOLF

SWIMMING

Freya fi nds a voice in 
Scottish Swimming
Having been part of the Oban 
Otters Performance squad 
since the age of 10, Freya 
MacKechnie is all set to dive 
into the scienti� c side of her 
sport.

Now aged 16, Freya has 
become one of the � rst 
Scottish Swimming Young 
Ambassadors and is looking 
forward to putting her learn-
ing into practice both locally 
and further a� eld.

Along with some of her fel-
low Otters, Freya has already 
attended Scottish Swimming 
Young Leaders’ course 
through which she helped to 
organise a fundraising cei-
lidh for the Atlantis Leisure-
based club.

During November last 
year she participated in the 
Scottish Swimming Young 
Ambassadors course at which 
20 young people aged 16-25 
were selected from all over 
Scotland to attend.

� e aim was to give young 
people a voice in Scottish 
swimming.

‘On the weekend, I met lots 
of people who all had the 
same passion in the sport as 
I have,’ she told us.

� e group met at Stirling 
University where they got to 
meet the Stirling swim team 
and spend a full day coming 
up with possible solutions 
to improving Scottish 
swimming.

‘We came up with � ve main 
aspects that we wanted to 
work on,’ she added.

‘� ese were, mental health, 
drop-out rates, social media, 
coaching diversity and sup-
port for smaller clubs.’

On the second day the 
group met up with the board 
and council members of 
Scottish Swimming where 
they discussed their ideas and 
volunteered themselves into 
anything they felt strongly 
about.

Two weeks later, the group 
met up again at Edinburgh 
University where they com-
pleted a course in human 
connections and partici-
pated in a networking day 
with members of Scottish 

Swimming to review what the 
governing body had achieved 
over the year and what next 
they should aim for.

‘I was able to bring these 
ideas back to Oban Otters 
and talk to the committee 
about possible changes we 
could make,’ added Freya.

‘Being an ambassador 
means I have to work on pro-
jects with the other members 
and take part in meetings 
online throughout the year.

‘I am proud of my role and 

very grateful for the opportu-
nity as it has meant I have met 
the people behind the scenes 
and have been given some 
insight into how Scottish 
Swimming is run.

‘I made lots of new friends 
during the course. And now 
feel like my voice is being 
heard, which has boosted my 
con� dence and helped my 
ability to work with others.’

During November last 
year Freya took part in 
the Scottish Swimming 
Young Ambassadors 
course at which 20 
young people aged 
16-25 were selected 
from all over Scotland 
to attend

Freya MacKechnie.

Bob suffers 
setback
in Saudi

Oban’s Bob MacIntyre 
su� ered a rare setback 
at the weekend when he 
missed the cut at the Saudi 
International  tournament 
held at Royal Greens Golf 
and Country Club in Saudi 
Arabia.

Rounds of 72 and 71 on 
Thursday and Friday left 
him on three over par, 
three shots outside the cut 
line. Both rounds got o�  to 
the best possible start with 
an opening pair of birdies 
each day. However, Bob 
was unable to maintain 
that momentum in 
either round  and a rash of 
bogeys followed leaving 
the Oban star with a rare 
weekend o� .

The tournament was 
eventually won by 
Northern Ireland’s Graeme 
McDowell who’s 12-under-
par total was enough to 
hold o�  world number  � ve 
Dustin Johnson.

The tour now moves to 
Australia, but Bob has opt-
ed out of that tournament 
which will allow further 
time for his wrist injury to 
heal. With no tournament 
on the European Tour the 
following week, there have 
been reports that Bob’s 
management company 
are seeking an invitation 
to tee it up at the Genesis 
Invitational in California on 
February 13 – a tournament 
hosted by a certain Tiger 
Woods.

INSIDE THIS  WEEK:
Late goal puts Saints 
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Priest says water row 
has been a ‘nightmare’ 
For four years, Father Stan Pamula 
has been the parish priest for St 
Mary’s RC Church in Arisaig, yet 
despite his protests to the con-
trary, he says Scottish Water has 
continued to insist he is running a 
restaurant in the village and keeps 
issuing utility bills to that e�ect.

Now fed up with what he de-
scribes as the annual ‘harassment’ 
by the organisation’s Business 
Stream commercial division, 
Father Stan this week contacted 
the Lochaber Times in a last-ditch 
attempt to get the matter resolved.

‘�e church has always been 
automatically exempt from water 
charges. �at arrangement has  
been working �ne everywhere, but 
not here at Arisaig,’ he explained.

‘We have been getting charged 
for a single tap in the vestry so I 
started investigating and found we 
had three water supply ID points 
assigned to us – for the church 
hall, the church and the adjoining 
house.

‘But there was also a mysterious 
fourth water ID point allocated 

to  the church and I eventually 
discovered this is actually the one 
for a restaurant in Arisaig.

‘So for the past three years I have 

been trying to prove to Scottish 
Water Business Stream that this is 
not our water supply point and the 
church is located in a completely 

di�erent part of the village. It 
would seem the church has been 
paying for this fourth metering 
point for at least 15 years and I 
reckon that’s cost the church about 
£4,000.

‘Also, twice a year I have all the 
hassle with them [Scottish Water 
Business Stream] claiming I am 

running a restaurant premises here 
and have to prove I don’t actually 
have a restaurant. �ey basically 
don’t care.

‘It is unbelievable. It’s not the res-
taurant’s problem to sort out, it’s 
for Scottish Water to deal with, but 
no-one wants to admit a mistake 
has been made.

‘For a small parish like this, it’s a 
huge amount of money every year. 
I’m exhausted by it all. 

‘It’s been a nightmare to deal 
with.’

Asked to look into the matter by 

the Lochaber Times earlier this 
week, Scottish Water responded 
less than 24 hours later when a 
spokesperson said: ‘As a charitable 
organisation which is eligible for 
exemption, St Mary’s does not have 
to pay water charges, provided 
exemption is applied for by the 
church which, unfortunately, has 
not happened in this case. 

‘We believe this has been due to 
confusion around supply points. 
We have now arranged for exemp-
tion to be applied and backdated 
to St Mary’s but this will need to 
be re-applied for annually by the 
church.

‘We understand Father Pamula’s 
concern relating to the supply 
point in question. However, the 
issue appears to have been caused 
by too many supply points being 
historically registered to the 
church.

‘�ese surplus supply points will 
be removed from the market to 
avoid any future confusion and 
the meter appearing on St Mary’s 
bills has been veri�ed as being 
physically located in and supplying 
the church.’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Father Stan with the small �ask which he only �lls three times a 
week at a cost of several hundred pounds. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

‘It’s a huge amount of 
money each year. I’m 
exhausted by it all.’

Stramash say 
thanks 
one year  
on from �re

Pupils’ 
random 
act of 
kindness

Inspired by 
Europe’s largest 
bird of prey; the 

White-tailed Eagle. 
Whitetail Gin 

combines strength 
& power at 47% abv 
with a smooth and 
delicate finish; it’s 

all in the detail!

INSPIRED 
BY 

NATURE 
AND 

SOURCED 
IN MULL

www.whitetailgin.com

t: 01681 705163

e: info@whitetailgin.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk 149

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitionsOFFERS &
To enter, send entries with your name, address, telephone number and email address 
to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL 
or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 March 
2020. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to win a bottle of 
Whitetail Gin.

WIN
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT FAIRMONT ST ANDREWS 

For your chance to win, simply answer the question below. 
How many acres does Fairmont St Andrews sit on?

Set on a 520-acre estate with a unique coastal setting, Fairmont St Andrews encompasses the finest in local culture with 
luxury and elegance. The resort has a plethora of facilities to explore, including two world-class golf courses, The Torrance 
and The Kittocks. Diverse, yet luxurious eating facilities include St Andrews Bar & Grill serving the finest in local Scottish steak 
and seafood with stunning views over medieval St Andrews and La Cucina specialising in traditional Italian greats. The lucky 
winner and their guest will indulge in a Little Luxury treatment of their choice at the Fairmont Spa which reflects its natural, 
coastal surroundings. Featuring a peaceful pool, an array of hydrotherapy experiences and modern gym with VR spin bikes 
and synergy rack. The winner of this fabulous competition can be confident that their experience will be truly memorable with 
outstanding service showcasing the very best of St Andrews.

Competition details as follows: Luxury overnight stay for two people in a Fairmont View Guestroom. Full Scottish breakfast buffet in 
Squire restaurant. Little Luxury Treatment per person. Full access to Fairmont Spa & fitness facilities. Terms and conditions apply. Valid 

until 31 Dec 2020 subject to availability (blackout dates will apply).
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A luxury 

overnight stay 
for two people 

at Fairmont  
St Andrews
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TRY A HITRANS 
EBIKE IN 2020
AVAILABLE AT NEVIS CYCLES 01397 705555
4 Lochy Road, Inverlochy, Fort William www.neviscycles.com
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by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Aged just 23, Tim Miller 
is already an experienced 
mountaineering and climb-
ing instructor, volunteer 
climbing coach and univer-
sity Earth Science graduate 
and can now add � e Scottish 
Youth Award for Excellence 
in Mountain Culture to his 
haul of honours.

West Highland College 
UHI and � e Fort William 
Mountain Festival have 
announced Mr Miller is 
the sixth recipient of the 
award, established in 2015, 
to celebrate adventurous 
young people, the landscapes 
they explore and the outdoor 
pursuits in which they excel.

� e young recipient needs 
to have shown resilience and 
determination to succeed 
within their chosen area 
of expertise, shown results 
through their own e� orts 

and ideas, given back to their 
community, whilst being 
thought of as an example of 
excellence by others.

A delighted Mr Miller said: 
‘I am really delighted and 
humbled to be receiving the 
Youth Mountain Culture 
Award.

‘It has come as a big surprise 
and it was a lovely gesture by 
Rob MacKenzie [2017 youth 
winner] to nominate me.’

From his � rst days being 
coached at the Glasgow 
Climbing Centre, Mr Miller 
was hooked, quickly becom-
ing a passionate, competent 
climber and making a name 
for himself on the competi-
tion scene in the city.

In 2013, in his � rst foray 
into competitive dry tooling, 
he won the Junior Scottish 
Tooling Series. 

With limited ice climbing 
experience, he � nished fourth 
in the Youth Ice Climbing 
World Championships in 

France the following year. 
However, it was when he 
made the transition into out-
door climbing that he found 
his true calling. 

In a climbing career span-
ning less than a decade, he 
has completed many epic 
alpine and mountaineering 
adventures; numerous hard 
traditional and winter as-
cents, demanding test pieces 
and � rst ascents, including 
grade VIII winter ascents.

He has also undertaken 
many technical expeditions 
to the Greater Ranges [the 
high mountain ranges of 
Asia] where he has climbed 
up to 7,000m on new routes 
and unclimbed peaks.

Mr Miller has not only ded-
icated time to honing his own 
skills. From the age of 17 he 
has dedicated a great deal of 
time to passing his knowledge 
on to the next generation of 
climbers.

He went to school at � e 
Glasgow Academy, which has 
a leading outdoor education 
programme. Upon his gradu-
ation, Mr Miller began giving 
back to the programmme, 
volunteering to work with 
the young climbers coming 
through the school.

� rough working with the 
school and getting a taste for 
teaching and instructing, Mr 
Miller has focused his e� orts 
into learning and gaining 
the experience he needs to 
make a life out of guiding and 
climbing instruction.

He has recently passed 
� e Mountaineering and 
Climbing Instructor Scheme 
quali� cation awarded by 
Mountain Training UK.

West Highland College UHI and Fort William Mountain Festival have announced that 
Tim Miller is the sixth recipient of The Scottish Youth Award for Excellence in Mountain 
Culture. Photograph: Neil Irwin.

Climber Tim 
wins youth 
mountain 
culture award

He is now working towards 
becoming one of the youngest 
people to be accepted on the 
British Mountain Guides 
training scheme and is a 
member of the Association of 
Mountaineering Instructors.

Mr Miller also runs a 
successful guiding and 
instructing business, Miller 
Mountain Guides.

Rod Pashley, chairman 
of � e Highland Mountain 
Culture Association, organ-
isers of the Fort William 
Mountain Festival, said: 
‘What is striking about 
Tim Miller is his countless 
achievements on such a rapid 
journey; his development 
and honing of technical 
mountaineering skills and his 

mountaineering experiences.
‘What is also striking, and 

one that would no doubt be 
expected from a professional 
mountaineer, is his passion 
and love of the outdoor 
environment and the sharing 
of it.’

Lydia Rohmer, Principal 
and Chief Executive of award 
sponsors West Highland 
College UHI, added: ‘� is 
year’s recipient clearly 
epitomises the resilience, 
entrepreneurial excellence 
and commitment to the 
outdoor community we strive 
to develop in our students 
at the School of Adventure 
Studies in Fort William.  We 
wish Tim every success in the 
future.’

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Building Consultancy
Quantity Surveying • Project Management
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Landowners to � x Caol car park
Flooding in the car park hindered shoppers. Photograph:  Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

A� er months of inaction, 
the two national companies 
which own parts of Caol 
car park have committed to 
renovations.

� e car park has been 
unusable on some occasions 
due to the drains desperately 
needing repairs and the area 
consequently � lling up with 
water.

Now though, the three 
landowners responsible for 
the car park – Ladbrokes, 
the Co-op and a private 
business owner – have 
committed to the repairs the 

Caol Regeneration group has 
planned. Representatives 
from the Co-op agreed to 
allow the work to go ahead in 
early January, but repeated at-
tempts to contact Ladbrokes 
were met with deaf ears until 
Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben � ompson contacted the 
company through Twitter.

� at got the ball rolling and 
it is hoped renovations can 
begin when everything is 
properly con� rmed.

Mr � ompson said: ‘All rel-
evant landowners have been 
contacted about the car park 

renovations and are keen to 
support it but nothing has 
been o�  cially signed to give 
the go-ahead. 

‘It needs written 
con� rmation.

‘In order for the Scottish 
Government to provide the 
funding to do the renovations 
in the car park, there need to 
be contributions from land 
owners. 

� e businesses have said 
they will be providing money 
for the work, but this needs 
to be made o�  cial before 
anything can o�  cially begin.’

Disappointment has been 
expressed by A82 Partnership 
campaigners that they missed 
out on meeting with Scottish 
Transport Secretary Michael 
Matheson MP while he was in 
Lochaber last week.

Mr Matheson was attending 
a meeting held at Ferguson 
Transport and Shipping 
o�  ces at Corpach on Tuesday 
last week where he addressed 
a capacity audience of 20 
of the Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce’s Premium 
Members to update them on 
the Scottish Government’s 
priorities and progress 
on transport issues facing 
Lochaber businesses.

Frazer Coupland, chief 
executive o�  cer of Lochaber 
Chamber, said: ‘We had a 
really productive meeting 
with Michael Matheson that 
took an all-encompassing 
approach to transport issues 
in Lochaber.

‘� ere was a great deal of 

discussion around options for 
shi� ing modes of transport 
and increasing use of rail 
and sea for freight, as well as 
active travel options for local 
journeys.’

However, Stewart MacLean, 
chairman of the A82 
Partnership campaign group,  
said the organisation was 
‘extremely disappointed’ Mr 
Matheson did not make con-
tact with the A82 Partnership 
during his visit to Lochaber 
despite the numerous invites 
to update him on the work of 
the partnership.

‘A meeting at this time is par-
ticularly important due to the 
outstanding and long-awaited 
Fort William Strategic 
Transport Report and the 
upcoming Scottish Transport 
Project Review 2, both of 
which will have signi� cant 
impact on the A82, the com-
munity and businesses,’ Mr 
MacLean told the Lochaber 
Times. ‘We are also somewhat 

surprised Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce did not believe 
it appropriate to invite the 
partnership to the meeting 
with the minister considering 
the importance of the A82 to 
its membership.

‘Since his appointment in 
2018, the Transport Minister 
has failed to make any 
direct contact with the A82 
Partnership. � is is in stark 
contrast to the excellent rela-
tionship the partnership has 
had with previous ministers.’

A Chamber of Commerce 
spokesperson said the meeting 
had been restricted to just one 
hour due to Mr Matheson’s 
timetable, but Mr MacLean 
added: ‘It is concerning that 
in comments by the chamber’s 
chief executive o�  cer  about 
the meeting, there is no specif-
ic mention of the A82 issues or 
the Fort William congestion 
problems being raised.’

Councillor Allan Henderson, 
chairman of Highland 

Council’s communities and 
place committee, commented: 
‘In my role as chairman of 
HITRANS [Highlands and is-
lands Transport Partnership], 
I am heading for Edinburgh 
on � ursday and the A82 is 
certainly on the agenda.

‘I am sure the premium 
group would have done the 
same and the turn of the A82 
Partnership will come and be 
even more bene� cial since the 
A82 is repeat business.’

A Transport Scotland 
spokesperson said: ‘Mr 
Matheson was pleased to 
meet Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce and discuss key 
transport issues in what was 
a productive meeting. He 
was able to provide an update 
on the National Transport 
Strategy and answer questions 
about major transport infra-
structure investment. 

‘� e visit was arranged 
as part of an ongoing 
programme.’

A82 campaigners miss 
meeting with minister

Upper Achintore 
� ooding concerns
Residents in Upper 
Achintore, Fort William, 
have reiterated concerns 
about plans to build 325 
homes on deep peat land.

While the Upper 
Achintore Regeneration 
Group does not object to the 
development, understanding 
the need for housing, it 
wants an assurance � ooding 
will not be an issue.

Janet and Kevin Hickman 
brought their concerns to a 
group meeting.

In a joint statement, they 
said: ‘� ere have been meet-
ings with Lochaber Housing 
Association, Link Housing 
and the builder. However, 
they did nothing to address 
our legitimate concerns. We 
have been told the proposed 
SUDS [sustainable drainage 
system] basins would act as 
a reservoir for excess water 
in winter and dry out in the 
summer. 

‘With our extreme 
weather, which is set to get 
worse with climate change, 
we very much doubt that the 

SUDS could adequately have 
the same e� ect as nature’s 
own water regulator - the 
peat bog.

‘Concerns have also been 
brought up about the sewage 
drainage, the developers 
and builders saying an extra 
300-plus houses would not 
add anything extra to the 
� ow in the existing sewers.’

� e group is writing 
a letter to the council, 
highlighting concerns about 
possible � ooding with the 
real danger of a one in 
200-year event becoming 
more common.

A Highland Council 
spokesperson said: ‘� rough 
the determination of the 
planning applications, the 
applicant agreed to a con-
dition to provide a scheme 
of mitigation in relation to 
surface water � ooding and 
investigation of wider issues 
related to drainage.’

Link Housing, the 
applicant for the 325-home 
development, was unavaila-
ble for comment.

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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Early on the morning of 
February 2, 1645, Lord 
Montrose led his Royalist 
troops in an attack on the 
Covenanter forces of the 
Marquess of Argyll which 
were encamped under the 
walls of old Inverlochy Castle.

� ree hundred and seventy 
� ve years later, on the morn-
ing of February 2, 2020, a 
group representing Lochaber 
Archaeological Society 
gathered on the hill above the 
battle� eld to remember the 
action and the men who were 
killed.

Over the past few months, 
society members, together 
with those of West Highland 
Metal Detectors, with per-
mission of landowner Jahama 
Highland Estates, have been 
busy around the area thought 
to be part of the battle� eld, 
where work is currently un-
der way on a new soap factory 
and visitor centre.

� is follows on from work 
carried out beside the nearby 
Alvance British Aluminum 

Lochaber historian Robert Cairns, right, with a group of metal detectorists, from left, 
Jan Wreford, Tommy McGee, Neil McNeil and Alan Kinnaird, who marked the 375th 
anniversary of the Battle of Inverlochy. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Society marks 375th 
anniversary of battle

Metal detecting around the battle� eld site.
 Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

by Iain Ferguson
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Smelter where artefacts, per-
haps relating to the combat, 
were said to have been found 
during its construction 90 
years ago.

First action in the battle 
took place south-west of the 
castle with Argyll’s forces and 
Montrose’s men facing each 
other on a ridge on the site of 
the present aluminium fac-
tory. � e ceremony to mark 
the anniversary of the battle 
was held on a ridge which 
now overlooks a retail park 
and the smelter.

Standing beside a plinth 
erected to mark the scene 
of the con� ict, Lochaber 
historian Robert Cairns gave 
a speech outlining what is 
believed to happened on that 
day 375 years before.

He said: ‘Argyll’s men were 
pressed back and the battle 
swung round to the west of 
the castle which was held 
by Argyll and where a party 
of about 200 Campbells re-
treating from the main battle 
made a desperate attempt to 
� nd safety within the walls.

‘However, their retreat was 
cut o�  and the castle fell to 

Montrose’s men. It is said 
the battle was so � erce that 
the moat and river ran red 
with blood for days a� er the 
� ghting. 

‘Other � eeing Campbells 
were pursued and slaughtered 
on the banks of Loch Eil 
and the slopes of the Cow 
Hill a few miles away. � e 
Covenanters’ losses were es-
timated at around 1,500 men, 
while the Royalist losses were 
recorded as few.’

Mr Cairns � rst started 
researching the battle as a 
teenager volunteering in Fort 
William’s West Highland 
Museum and over the years 
has been active in seeking 
more information through 
archaeological digs and, more 
recently, metal detecting.

� is has led to discoveries 
of musket balls, coins and 
perhaps horse tack, but he 
believes there are still some 
major � nds to be made, 
especially if he can gain 
permission to examine the 
moat area around the castle 
where he believes could be 
the resting place of weapons 
discarded at the time. 

Forbes welcomes U-turn on rates amendment
Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes 
has welcomed a U-turn from 
the Conservatives and Labour 
to vote with the SNP  to save 
rates schemes worth £20 
million that bene� t almost 
11,000 Highland businesses.

Labour and Tory 
MSPs on Holyrood’s 
Local Government and 
Communities Committee 
previously voted for a Green 
amendment to the Non-
Domestic Rates Bill that 

would have removed the 
ability of Scottish ministers 
to set business rates.

Amendment 23A, lodged 
by Andy Wightman MSP, 
sought to devolve powers to 
set business rates to councils.

College 
one of   
the best
West Highland College 
UHI further education 
students are among the 
best in Scotland according 
to performance � gures 
for success in the 2018/19 
academic year.

� e � gures show more 
students at West Highland 
College were successful in 
their studies than in the 
previous year, with 71.8 per 
cent of full-time further 
education students achieving 
quali� cations.

� is is the seventh year 
WHC UHI has performed 
signi� cantly above the 
national benchmark for the 
sector, which is 65.2 per cent 
for full-time learners.

Fiona Grant, director of 
academic a� airs at WHC, 
said the college’s culture 
of ensuring every student 
reaches their potential 
contributes to the success. 

‘All our teaching and 
support sta�  work in 
collaboration with our 
colleagues within UHI and 
other stakeholders.’

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

No trees were harmed in 
the making of this window
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Lochaber licensed premises 
have been presented with 
awards recognising their 
e� orts to drive up standards.

� e national Best Bar None 
accreditation scheme gives 
participants advice and sup-
port to improve the safety of 
sta� , premises and customers 
and raise standards.

Twelve premises in and 
around Lochaber received 
awards on Monday February 
3. Nine received silver 
awards with three reaching 
gold standard. Two special 
awards – Innovation in Social 
Responsibility and Heart of 
the Community – were pre-
sented to � e Chlachain Inn 
and � e Lochy respectively.

Co-ordinator of the scheme 
in Lochaber is Preventions 
and Interventions o�  cer 
Police Constable Katy 
Duncan.

She said: ‘� ese awards 
are about recognising the 
high standards the premises 
have and the positive e� ect 

they have on the night-time 
economy. � ese awards drive 
up standards and help lower 
drunkenness and drink-
related violence attributed to 
licensed premises.

‘� ey get an initial visit 
from a co-ordinator when 
they are told what needs to be 
done to achieve each level of 
award. A� er that, it is up to 
the business to do the work 
before they are assessed.

‘It helps the police as people 
are being refused service 
before there is a need for us 
to get involved. So there is 
lower demand for police and 
ambulance services.

‘Next year we hope to have 
many more bars, hotels and 
restaurants sign up to the 
scheme. It helps sta�  stay 
safe and is recognisable for 
visitors so they can be assured 
they will have a safe and en-
joyable night.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben � ompson presented 
the awards in his role as the 
Lochaber representative on 
the Highland Council licens-
ing committee.

He said: ‘It is encouraging to 

Representatives from the Lochaber hostelries which received Best Bar None awards. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Lochaber hostelries are 
awarded Best Bar None
Work to improve standards recognised with accreditation
by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

see so many Lochaber prem-
ises doing so well in keeping 
sta�  and visitors safe.’

While hopes of receiving 
a gold award were high, 
Gordon Cleland of � e Lochy 
was not expecting to receive 
the Heart of the Community 
Award.

Mr Cleland said: ‘� is was 
good recognition of the com-
munity work we do which 
includes fundraising for local 
causes, making our premises 
available for health group 
meetings, outreach work with 
schools and the free library 

service we o� er where we 
have books available for loan 
at the bar and encourage 
people to donate their own.

‘We give a presentation to 
high school pupils around the 

age of 15 when we tell them 
about the realities of alcohol, 
what it does to your body 
and how to stay safe if they 
or their friends have had too 
much.’

� ere were silver awards 
for: Cobbs Café & Bar, Fort 
William; Maryburgh Inn, 
Fort William; Steam Inn, 
Mallaig; West Highland 
Hotel, Mallaig; MacDonald 
Hotel, Kinlochleven; 
Volunteer Arms, Fort 
William; Sunny’s Sports Bar, 
Fort William; Ben Nevis Bar, 
Fort William; and Roobarb, 
Fort William. � e three 
gold award winners were: 
� e Chlachain, Mallaig; � e 
Cro� er, Fort William, and 
� e Lochy, Caol.

Businesses wishing to 
get involved with Best Bar 
None should contact PC 
Katy Duncan on kate@ 
lochaberenviro.org.uk or go 
to bbnscotland.co.uk for 
more information.

Brexit Day marked by pro-Europe vigil
As the clock ticked down to 
the UK’s o�  cial departure 
from the European Union 
a� er nearly half a century on 
Friday night, a vigil in sup-
port of the European Union 
was held in Fort William in 
common with many other 
towns across Scotland.

� e Lochaber event was 
organised by members of 

the Aye2Aye organisation, 
which has shop premises 
on Fort William’s High 
Street. � is is a base for the 
group’s volunteers who are 
working to achieve Scottish 
independence.

Speaking about Friday 
night’s vigil in Fort William, 
an Aye2Aye spokesperson 
said: ‘It was held to mark our 

sadness at leaving the EU. 
Scotland voted to remain.

‘We had speeches from 
Sarah Fanet and John 
Hutchison, a piper, Craig 
MacMillan and songs from 
Sarah and a quartet.

‘We all held candles as a 
gesture – ‘Europe keep a light 
on for Scotland’ – and sang 
Auld Lang Syne.’
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A care home in Caol, Fort 
William, has partnered with 
an award-winning charity 
to embed the therapeutic 
powers of music in its care of 
residents with dementia.

� e manager of Moss Park 
Care Home, Eilidh Kerr, has 
long been committed to the 
power of music and its bene-
� ts for residents.

Moss Park is now working  
with Music as � erapy 
International, a charity 
with more than 20 years’ 
experience with care sta� , 
to strengthen its o� ering to 
residents.

� e charity’s goal is to make 
music an integral part of care 
for vulnerable children and 
adults worldwide.

Its pioneering approach 
trains care sta�  to use simple 
music therapy techniques and 

Care home music project 
hits right note for residents

Since beginning in 2016, 
there has been a real 
impact for people with 
dementia. Photograph: Music as 

Therapy International/Moss Park Care Home

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

WHAT’S ON
 The Lochaber Local Histo-
ry Society talk on the story 
of Héloïse Russell-Fergusson 
which was due to take place 
today (Thursday February 
6) has been cancelled. The 
next meeting will be on 
Thursday March 5 when Dr 
Michael Foxley will speak on 
‘Working with Communities 
as a Councillor’.
 Lochaber Probus Club 
will meet today (Thursday 
February 6) from 12.30pm 
to 2.15pm. There will be a 
talk from Terry Lee about 
his life and career, followed 
by results from his recent 
research into the activities 
of probus clubs in the New 
Forest. More information can 
be found on the Lochaber 
Probus Club Facebook page.
 On Saturday February 8, 
in the Wildcat Cafe, 26 High 
Street, Fort William, Green-
peace is holding a Protect 
the Ocean photograph 
exhibition from 7pm-8pm. 
This free exhibition 
showcases the beauty of 
the world’s oceans as part 
of Greenpeace’s Protect 
the Oceans campaign. The 
Greenpeace ship Esperanza 
embarked on an ambitious 
voyage from pole to pole, 
working with scientists and 
experts to conduct research 
that should show world 
leaders why oceans need 
protected. World leaders are 

Greenpeace ship Esperanza.

activities, providing them 
with the resources and pro-
fessional support needed to 
continue a� er a project ends.

Importantly, music therapy 
has been proven to reduce 
common symptoms of de-
mentia, from anxiety and 
depression to isolation and 
sociability.

In 2016, Eilidh took 
part in Music as � erapy 
International training at 
Moss Park. Over six weeks, a 
professional music therapist 
transferred skills and leader-
ship to care sta�  to the point 
where they were leading their 
own sustainable and inde-
pendent music programme.

� is year, the Moss Park 
manager has invited the 
charity to return, having 
seen � rst-hand the impact 
music has had for residents 
with dementia and reporting 
an ‘auditable reduction in 
challenging behaviour’ since 
the � rst project.

Eilidh said: ‘� e music 

sessions we run at Moss Park 
have been invaluable. I want 
to train more sta�  in this 
valuable approach so that res-
idents receive the best quality 
of care. It gives them the 
ability to be seen and heard 
when words are not always 
possible.’

� is project will follow the 
same eight-week training 
model and will consolidate 
Moss Park’s music pro-
gramme by training more 
sta� . Local music therapist 
Clare Reynolds will work 
with sta�  to pass on the nec-
essary skills to lead, as well as 
support, the members of sta�  
who were trained in 2016.

Clare works regularly 
with Music as � erapy 

International in the 
Highlands and is planning 
a Continuing Professional 
Development event for its 
Scottish partners this spring.

She said: ‘I’m so pleased to 
be working with the Moss 
Park team again. � is is a 
great group of people who are 
dedicated to the people they 
care for. I am so impressed 
at their musical journey over 
the past four years and their 
independent music practice.’

Alexia Quin, director 
of Music as � erapy 
International, added: ‘At 
a time when social care is 
heavily under-resourced, any 
care home or manager that 
promotes innovative ways 
to improve quality of care  
and quality of life should be 
championed. We are incred-
ibly proud to be working 
with Moss Park once more 
to strengthen their musical 
o� ering.’

coming together at the UN 
to discuss a Global Ocean 
Treaty in March. Greenpeace 
is calling for 30 per cent of 
the world’s oceans to be 
protected.
 The Fort William Baby and 
Children’s Market returns 
to the Nevis Centre on 
Saturday February 8. The 
market is for pre-loved items 
for babies and children 
under 10. 
Entry is £1 per adult and the 
market will run from 2pm 
to 4pm.
 Lochaber Sensory Care will 
have two outreach clinics on 
Monday February 10 - one 
in Acharacle Medical Centre 
from 10.30am  to 11.45am, 
then at Dail Mhor Care 

Home from 1pm to 2.30pm.
 Lochaber Natural History 
Society will host a talk on 
Monday February 10, in 
the Ben Nevis Hotel, Fort 
William, when Ian Strachan 
will talk about cranberries, 
crowberries and cloud-
berries - wild fruits of the 
Highlands. The event starts 
at 7.30pm. More details from 
Ian on 01397 712566 or on 
the society’s Facebook page.
 Ever wondered what birds 
live in Glen Nevis through 
the winter and spring? 
Everyone can � nd out and 
see them up close at the 
next bird ringing event at 
the Ben Nevis Visitor Centre 
on Sunday February 16 from 
9am to 3pm.

Shut out the weather this Winter with our 
replacement windows and doors
info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk | 
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Is your draught driving you daft?
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Stramash’s hand-built castle 
sadly burned down just over 
a year ago, but a concerted ef-
fort by supporters meant the 
outdoor nursery was rebuilt.

� e wooden structures 
were rebuilt and the outdoor 
nursery held an open day on 
Saturday to thank everyone 
who supported them in that 
di�  cult time.

Parents and families 
enjoyed seeing round the 
newly-designed ‘Yurkie’ the 
team want to feel like a home-
away-from-home rather than 
a traditional early learning 
space.

Cameron Sprague is the 
team leader for the outdoor 
nursery and wanted to 
hold the open day to thank 
everyone who kindly donated 
time, money and materials to 
rebuild.

He said: ‘� is was probably 
the best attended open day 
we have had at Stramash so 
far and it felt like everything 
fell into place with the sun 
coming out a� er having such 
a hard weather week.

‘A lot of parents had not 
seen the Yurkie, so it was a 

great opportunity for us to 
show them inside and how 
cosy it actually is. 

‘It was also an opportunity 
for us to say thank you for the 
generous donations hundreds 
of people and businesses 
provided.’

While the Yurkie seems 

like quite a small and humble 
building from the outside, 
once through the porch area,  
where the children can get 
out of wet and dirty clothes, 
the main space is open, warm 
and welcoming.

Cameron continued: ‘Our 
idea for the space is that it is 

somewhere the children are 
comfortable when the weath-
er is too severe outside. � ey 
can come in, warm up and 
dry o�  before heading back 
outside.’

While this time last year 
was a really challenging one 
for the team, Cameron feels 

everything has fallen nicely 
into place. 

‘I can’t preach resilience 
if I don’t practise it myself,’ 
Cameron added. 

‘� e support from the com-
munity and companies like 
BSW Timber, which provided 
wood whenever we asked for 
it, was amazing. 

‘It really helped to get us 
where we are today. It feels 
like we are in the right place 
now.

‘Even just the location is 
perfect. 

‘� ere was a time a few days 
ago when it was snowing on 
Ben Nevis, cloudy over Loch 
Eil, sunny over us and there 
was a rainbow heading up to 
Spean Bridge. 

‘It was an incredible teach-
ing moment where I could 
show the children how the 
weather works in a way much 
more engaging than if I had 
to do it through a computer.’

Stramash nursery thanks supportive 
community one year on from � re

Left: Cameron Sprague, centre, Olly Stephens of BSW Timber, left, and sta�  member Mairi Duncan and, right, at 
Stramash, children learn outdoors through play. Photograph: Abrightside Photography

Tea party goes to the dogs
A Mad Hatter’s Tea Party will 
be the theme of a fundraising 
event in Ballachulish this 
summer in aid of the Barking 
Mad Dog Rescue (BMDR) 
charity.

Organiser of the event 
is Glencoe resident Kim 
Macdonald who with hus-
band Ken adopted two dogs 
from a Romanian shelter 
through BMDR several years 
ago and have fundraised for 
the charity since.

Mrs Macdonald told the 
Lochaber Times this week: 
‘I  have been volunteering for 

BMDR since we re-homed 
our � rst rescue, Tommy, from 
the charity two-and-a-half 
years ago, followed by Hazel, 
our second.

‘I have since organised a tea/
co� ee/ra�  e morning which 
raised more than £1,200 and 
last year my husband Ken and 
I organised a ceilidh and raf-
� e which raised around £750.

‘Both these events were held 
in Ballachulish Hall and we 
were helped on both occa-
sions by locals and friends. 
I was happy to � nd out that 
one of the helpers has since 

adopted one of the dogs from 
the charity. I am already in 
the process of organising a 
fundraiser for next summer 
in the theme of a Mad Hatter’s 
Tea Party, also to be held at 
Ballachulish Hall.’

For more information 
regarding BMDR and on how 
to sponsor, adopt or foster a 
dog, or to donate, visit www.
barkingmaddogrescue.co.uk

If anyone would like to help 
out or donate a prize for the 
ra�  e at the Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party, email tapper_kim@
yahoo.co.uk

Kim Macdonald with 
husband Ken and their 
rescue dog Tommy.
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

In a �lming project driven by 
school-based Parent Council 
Comhairle nam Pàrant Loch 
Abar, school and nursery 
pupils showcase their Gaelic-
medium school.

�e shared hope across the 
Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar community is the �lm 
will grab the attention of a 
suitable candidate for the 
vacant Gaelic-speaking head 
teacher position.

Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar is situated three miles 
west of Fort William in the 
village of Caol and children 
from across Lochaber can 
attend.

�e school recently won the 
prestigious Gaelic-medium 
Award at this year’s Scottish 

Some of the Gaelic-medium pupils from the video. Photograph: Bun Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar.

Gaelic-medium pupils in film 
appeal for new head teacher

Education Awards, which 
recognises schools that have 
developed a positive and 
progressive approach to 
Gaelic-medium education.

�is is a great achievement 
for a school that has only been 
open for four years.

�e short production, 
entitled ‘�a Feum Againn 
air Ceannard Ùr!’, which 
translates to ‘We Need a New 

Head Teacher!’, showcases 
the wonderful school setting, 
with the panoramic Nevis 
Range in the background.

�e current school roll is 
106 children, with 34 children 
enrolled in the Sgoil-àraich 
(nursery).

Speaking on behalf of 
Comhairle nam Pàrant Loch 
Abar, chairperson Aoibhinn 
Lawlor said: ‘We know 
Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar would be perfect for a 
dynamic, enthusiastic head 
teacher.

‘We are looking for some-
one who will build on the 
successes of the school and 
has a shared interest in foster-
ing the Gaelic language and 
culture, which is at the heart 
of the school’s ethos.

‘If you move to Lochaber 
you will be rewarded with 
a lovely friendly school, the 
opportunity to be part of a 
wider community and a very 

good quality of life, in a truly 
spectacular part of the coun-
try. Come and visit us to see.’

On behalf of Comhairle nan 
Sgoilearan Loch Abar (pupil 
council), Jack, Evie, Calum, 
Archie and Shauna shared 
the following: ‘We hope this 
video gets shared to lots of 
possible candidates through-

out the Gaelic community. 
�is school is so important to 
all of us and we would love to 
have a Gaelic-speaking head 
teacher that is passionate 
about being part of our 
wonderfully unique school 
community.’

Online applications are 
encouraged from all Gaelic-

speaking quali�ed teachers 
considering the position as 
head teacher of Bun-Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Loch Abar at:

h t t p s : / / w w w . m y j o b -
scot land.gov.uk/counci ls/
highland-council/jobs/head-
teacher-primary-bun-sgoil-
ghaidhlig-loch-abar-fort-wil-
liam-hgh07814-166198

‘If you move to 
Lochaber you will 
be rewarded with a 
lovely, friendly school’

Parent council steps up 
efforts to fill top post

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce last week wel-
comed the Cabinet Secretary 
for Transport, Infrastructure 
and Connectivity to discuss 
key transport issues at our 
Premium Members’ Business 
Forum meeting.

Michael Matheson MSP 
addressed a capacity audience 
of premium members to 
update us on the Scottish 
Government’s priorities and 
progress on the pressing 
transport issues facing 
Lochaber businesses.

�e meeting was held at 
Ferguson Transport and 
Shipping’s head o�ce and 
representatives from most 
of our 20 premium member 
businesses attended.

�e Cabinet Secretary 
explained the extent to which 
demand for major transport 
infrastructure greatly ex-
ceeds available resources and 
the corresponding challenge 
of prioritising a long list of 
options.

He spoke about the need 
to take a national overview, 
which will take the form 
of the Strategic Transport 
Projects Review 2. �is will 
be published in spring 2021 

and will set out priorities for 
the next 10 to 20 years. 

Frazer Coupland, chief 
executive o�cer of Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce, said: 
‘We had a really productive 
meeting with Michael 
Matheson. �ere was a great 
deal of discussion around 
options for shi�ing modes of 
transport and increasing use 
of rail and sea for freight, as 
well as travel options for local 
journeys.’

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce works hard to 
provide a direct way for 
our membership to engage 
directly with key decision 
makers through a variety of 
events. 

Our regular business 
forum meetings have helped 
to make sure that those in 
government understand the 

issues a�ecting businesses 
and communites in Lochaber.

Over the past year 
alone, we’ve had produc-
tive meetings with Ivan 
McKee, Minister for Trade, 
Investment and Innovation; 
Jamie Hepburn, Minister 
for Business, Fair Work and 
Skills; and Ian Blackford, MP 
for Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
in Westminster.

All of these meetings help 
to ensure our business and 
community needs are on the 
agenda of those in power.

To �nd out more about how 
joining the Chamber could 
help your business, call us 
on 01397 705765, pop in to 
15 High Street, Fort William, 
or join us at our next net-
working lunch. Visit www.
lochaberchamber.co.uk to see 
what’s going on.

 

Transport 
Minister 
Michael 
Matheson, 
right, with 
Alasdair 
Ferguson, left, 
and Frazer 
Coupland.
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Inverlochy Primary School 
sta� say they are delighted so 
many families took up their 
invitation to �nd out more 
about what goes on in their 
classrooms.

Families got the chance to 
see what the school does in a 
number of key areas and sta� 
heard what families think in a 
relaxed environment.

Depute head teacher Tanya 
Ross was pleased the event 
was so well attended as 
opportunities to engage with 
families are important to the 
school.

She said: ‘�ank you so 
much to everyone who came 
along for helping make the 
event such a success.

‘�is event allowed us to 
highlight some of the many 
great ways in which literacy, 
numeracy, wellbeing, STEM 
(science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics) 

education, music, outdoor 
learning and the early years 
are covered at Inverlochy 
primary and nursery and, 
importantly, to allow us to 
hear the views of our families 
over a cup of tea.

‘At Inverlochy, we work 
closely with a range of valued 
partners and were delighted 
and grateful our class band 
music tutors, educational 
psychology, social work, 
Stramash and Women’s Aid 
came along to share infor-
mation on the amazing work 
they do with some of our chil-
dren. We truly value working 
with each one of them.

‘Our enthusiastic pupil 
council used this event to 
hold an art show showcasing 
each child from primary one 
to seven’s artwork. A fabulous 
variety of Scottish inspired 
artwork was admired by 
everyone.’

Top class 
insight into 
Inverlochy

The open event at 
Inverlochy Primary School 
was well-attended. 
Photographs: Abrightside Photography.

Pupils’ random act of kindness
Inverlochy pupils present gifts and cards to Belford sta�. Photograph: Abrightside Photography

Children from Inverlochy 
Primary School surprised 
sta� at the Belford Hospital 
on Monday February 3 with 
gi�s and cards.

�roughout January, each of 
the school’s classes took part 
in completing a random act of 
kindness with some writing 
letters of encouragement for 
their classmates and others 
visiting Invernevis House to 
sing Scottish-themed songs 
to residents.

Depute head teacher Tanya 
Ross said: ‘Each of the classes 
have got so much out of tak-
ing part in this challenge and 
our pupils are such a credit 
to us, always coming up with 
new ways of helping others.

‘For primary one and 
seven’s challenge, they very 
quickly decided they’d like to 
thank the sta� at the Belford 
for all the excellent work they 
do in looking a�er and caring 
for our community.

‘�ey each took a lot of care 
in creating thank you cards 
with messages of thanks 
within them and a group of 
11 pupils delivered biscuits 
and chocolates as a treat for 
the sta� to enjoy.

‘Two of our pupils said, “It’s 
so nice that the doctors and 
nurses do such a good job for 
the patients where we live and 
we wanted to say a big thank 
you to them”  and “It is just so 
special to help others”.’
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� e Outdoor Capital of the 
UK, which markets Lochaber 
as the destination of choice 
for visitors and residents, 
has launched a new TV 
advertising campaign.

It is being broadcast across 
the UK using Sky AdSmart 
to attract snowsports and 
walking enthusiasts to the 
region.

Sky AdSmart can restrict 
advertising to speci� c 
audiences, regions and  local 
authority areas.

Mark Gibbings, Marketing 
and Projects Manager 
at Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, said: ‘� is is 
a great opportunity to use 

Inverlochy Castle Hotel, just outside Fort 
William, is famed for its British cuisine 
and its new head chef will carry on that 
tradition.

Colin Nicholson, above, originally 
from North Uist, has been working as a 
chef for more than 10 years and worked 

overseas before returning to Lochaber to 
take up a head chef position.

Hotel manager Jane Watson said: 
‘Colin is a creative and ambitious chef 
who has worked under many talented 
chefs in Scotland and throughout his 
time in Australia and New Zealand.

‘Since returning to Scotland, he has 
combined his culinary skills with his 
love for local, fresh produce, creating 
mouth-watering dishes. Colin is delight-
ed to be part of the team at Inverlochy 
Castle and looks forward to a bright 
future with his brigade of chefs.’

TV advertising on the Sky 
AdSmart platform as a � rst-
of-its-kind for the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK, reaching 
new audiences and attracting 
them to enjoy the amazing 
landscape and adventure 
playground we have to o� er 
in Lochaber.’

� e Outdoor Capital of 
the UK brand will showcase 
ski-ing and walking in  
Lochaber in two, 30-second 
adverts being shown over the 
next four weeks.

Visit www.lochabertimes.
co.uk to see both of the ads 
showcasing some of the many 
outdoor pursuits available 
around Lochaber.

New TV ads for Outdoor 
Capital of the UK

Inverlochy Castle Hotel has new head chef

Life in the Borders... Actor Brian Cox under 
the spotlight... Sleek St Andrews interiors... 

Wonderful world of razor clams... Delicious 
pork recipes... Katherine Grainger’s Credo...

Dog-friendly hotels... 

March issue

OUT  
NOW 

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
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We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
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will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email address to Scottish 
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Inspired by 
Europe’s largest 
bird of prey; the 

White-tailed Eagle. 
Whitetail Gin 

combines strength 
& power at 47% abv 
with a smooth and 
delicate finish; it’s 

all in the detail!

INSPIRED 
BY 

NATURE 
AND 

SOURCED 
IN MULL

www.whitetailgin.com

t: 01681 705163

e: info@whitetailgin.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk 149

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitionsOFFERS &
To enter, send entries with your name, address, telephone number and email address 
to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL 
or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 March 
2020. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to win a bottle of 
Whitetail Gin.

WIN
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT FAIRMONT ST ANDREWS 

For your chance to win, simply answer the question below. 
How many acres does Fairmont St Andrews sit on?

Set on a 520-acre estate with a unique coastal setting, Fairmont St Andrews encompasses the finest in local culture with 
luxury and elegance. The resort has a plethora of facilities to explore, including two world-class golf courses, The Torrance 
and The Kittocks. Diverse, yet luxurious eating facilities include St Andrews Bar & Grill serving the finest in local Scottish steak 
and seafood with stunning views over medieval St Andrews and La Cucina specialising in traditional Italian greats. The lucky 
winner and their guest will indulge in a Little Luxury treatment of their choice at the Fairmont Spa which reflects its natural, 
coastal surroundings. Featuring a peaceful pool, an array of hydrotherapy experiences and modern gym with VR spin bikes 
and synergy rack. The winner of this fabulous competition can be confident that their experience will be truly memorable with 
outstanding service showcasing the very best of St Andrews.

Competition details as follows: Luxury overnight stay for two people in a Fairmont View Guestroom. Full Scottish breakfast buffet in 
Squire restaurant. Little Luxury Treatment per person. Full access to Fairmont Spa & fitness facilities. Terms and conditions apply. Valid 

until 31 Dec 2020 subject to availability (blackout dates will apply).
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Households across North 
Uist and Berneray have 
been celebrating winning 
thousands of pounds in the 
Postcode Lottery a� er receiv-
ing cheques on Friday.

Carinish Village Hall was 
bursting at the seams as 
101 islanders collected their 
prizes.

� e winning postcode was 
HS6 5BJ with two Berneray 
residents winning £193,055 
each.� e remaining 99 win-
ners in the sector received 
cheques ranging from £21,425 
to £64,275.

Pamela Macaskill, who won 
one of the top prizes, was 
overwhelmed when she was 
presented with her cheque.

She said: ‘I’m just numb, my 
mouth is dry. I’m completely 
speechless. You just don’t 
believe it will ever happen. I 
mean that’s massive isn’t it?! 
My palms have not stopped 
sweating.

‘� e whole place has been 
buzzing. It’s such a big 
amount for such a small 
community. I know pretty 
much everyone here. It means 
so much to all of us.’

Islanders share £3m prize

Pamela and her husband 
Angus have two girls, Lucy, 
14, and Faye, 12, to treat with 
the winnings.

Pamela continued: ‘I love 

Disney so I might take my 
girls to Florida, but I guess 
I should go somewhere a bit 
di� erent with this amount. 
Maybe Finland, or some-
where hot. It’s my sister’s 40th 
soon so we can take a girls’ 
trip away. I don’t know, there 
are so many options.’

� e second winner of 
the full prize was Sharon 
MacKillop, a retired teacher, 
who worked at Sgoil Uibhist 
a Tuath.

Le�  speechless on stage 
when she heard she had won 
the full prize, the � rst thing 
Sharon thought to do was 
take her husband for dinner, 
but soon thought of more 
ideas.

She said: ‘� e car probably 
needs replaced, the outside 
of the house needs painted, a 
new mobile for my husband. 
Maybe a holiday, I’ve never 
been on a cruise!

‘We all know everyone here. 

It’s lovely it’s not isolated. A 
lot of people in the communi-
ty have won a substantial sum 
of money.’

People’s Postcode Lottery 
ambassador and former X 
Factor star Danyl Johnson 
hosted the event and present-
ed cheques to the winners.

He said: ‘It’s certainly been 
a day to remember in North 
Uist. 

‘We’ve had prizes in big cit-
ies and small villages all over 

the country, but we’ve never 
been to a place quite like this 
before.

‘� e views here are stun-
ning and everyone has been 
so friendly. You can really feel 
the sense of community here. 

‘I am thrilled for all our 
winners and know this prize 
will not only bene� t them, 
but will have a huge positive 
impact on everyone on the 
islands.’

Good causes on the islands 
will bene� t from the Postcode 
Millions draw as well, with 
island primary Sgoil Uibhist 
a Tuath getting funding to 
plant 420 trees.

Volunteering Hebrides 
received £19,861 to support 
people who are housebound 
as a result of physical or men-
tal health issues. 

� e project helps people 
who may otherwise have 
experienced social isolation 
to connect with each other.

The 101 island winners of the £3 million prize with their cheques. Photograph: Postcode Lottery.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

‘The whole place has 
been buzzing. It‘s such 
a big amount for such 
a small community.’

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Celtic Connections is over for 
another year and, as it always 
does, it blasted away the win-
ter blues of any musician or 
music lover who was able to 
get to Glasgow from January 
16 to February 2.

With more than 2,000 
musicians and hundreds of 
events on over its 18 days, 
Celtic Connections 2020 has 
once again delivered a spec-
tacular start to the year.

I managed to make it along 
to a couple of concerts this 
year and both were top notch.

Aiseirigh – � e Songs of 
Alasdair mac Mhaighstir 
Alasdair, Strathclyde Suite, 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall:

Supported by An Lòchran 
and Bòrd na Gàidhlig, this 
collaboration of singers 
and musicians led by Allan 
MacDonald of Glenuig, 
celebrated the work of 
Alasdair MacDonald, known 
as Alasdair mac Mhaighstir 
Alasdair, one of the most pro-
li� c bards of Gaelic literature.

� e night entailed a � ne 
combination of performanc-
es of a selection of his songs, 
with background details on 
the songs and the life of the 
bard, narrated expertly by 
Allan.

� e singers and musicians 
brought the songs to life 
beautifully and Allan’s 
commentary – and singing 
– reminded me why for 
many years I have held him 
high as the most all-round, 
powerfully gi� ed musician 
in the world of Highland 
music. He has a background 
steeped in the music and 
language of his people; he has 
the academic ability to learn 
and retain a vast reservoir of 
knowledge in the � eld; he has 
the charisma and con� dence 
to articulate that knowledge 
to an audience with accuracy 
and humour; and he has a 
prodigious gi�  as a musician 
and can therefore perform 
the tunes and songs to the 
very highest level.

Allan the Whaler, as he is 
known, li� ed this concert 
well beyond any normal 
event of its kind.

Peat and Diesel – 
The Barrowland
As I fully expected, this con-
cert had one of the most wild 
and electric atmospheres I 
have ever experienced!

I have written in various 
articles previously about the 

meteoric rise of Peat and 
Diesel and this sold-out con-
cert in one of the country’s 
best loved and most prestig-
ious music venues showed 
clearly that they fully deserve 
their success and that their 
rise will continue on to even 
greater heights.

� e power that Peat and 
Diesel create in their songs 
and performances and can 
pass on to their audiences is 
magical and their music is 
delivered with an unpreten-
tious raw energy and talent 
that is a refreshing change to 
much of the modern output 
of traditional music.

Lead singer Boydie’s ‘sail’ 
on a rubber dinghy from the 
back of the room, across the 
top of the audience was one 
of the best stage entrances I 
have even seen!

Fergie’s 50th 
album
Not Celtic Connections relat-
ed, but Fergie MacDonald’s 
50th album has just been 
released and as this is a 
musical column, it must be 
mentioned. I will write a full 
article on this album and the 
amazing Fergie next week.
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Almost 150 metres of what is 
thought to be a �sh-farm feed 
pipe has been found on a re-
mote beach at Knock Bay, near 
Teangue, Skye.

Sleat Community Council 
secretary Rob Ware found the 
pipe while walking his dogs on 
Tuesday January 28.

He said: ‘�is is not the �rst 
time aquaculture and �shing 
boat debris has washed up on 
Skye and, unfortunately, it 
won’t be the last. I originally 
contacted the coastguard about 
it but they were not able to re-
move it because of its location. 
I have a contact with Mowi 
who says the company will 
recover equipment like this for 
recycling, whether it is owned 
by them or not.’

�e pipe was taken to a Mowi 
site in Loch Hourn for recycling 
the next day.

Mr Ware said the pipe could 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has secured cash 
from the European Structural and Investment 
Funds 2014-2020 to extend its Western Isles 
Poverty and Social Inclusion programme to 
2022.

�e initial phase of the programme was 
awarded European Social Fund (ESF) grant 
aid of £240,000 and this extension has secured 
a further £455,198.

Focused on �nancial inclusion and fuel 
poverty, support is provided to disadvantaged 
people living in low income, lone parent or 
jobless households.

Recipients can take advantage of tailored 
energy advice, assistance with applications 
to additional energy schemes, advice on 
receiving bene�ts and money management 
skills.

Comhairle leader Roddie Mackay welcomed 
the ESF funding ‘which safeguards this 
important service which is helping to address 
and alleviate fuel poverty and debt in the 
islands and realising tangible economic 
bene�ts for individuals and households 
throughout the Western Isles’.

�e comhairle’s Financial Inclusion Service 
has dealt with more than 500 referrals to date 
and has generated nearly £800,000. 

�e Fuel Poverty Service provided by 
Tighean Innse Gall in phase one provided 
assistance to 46 households which saved these 
households nearly £70,000, a percentage of 
which will continue annually.

Council gets help from      
European Social     
Fund to tackle poverty Fish farm feed pipe 

washes up on Skye

be a result of storm Brendan 
which swept across the UK 
earlier this month.

A Mowi spokesperson said: 
‘We appreciate Mr Ware reach-
ing out to our company directly 
to make us aware of litter on 

beaches a�er storm Brendan 
swept through. We were happy 
to provide assistance in clean-
up e�orts.

‘We take responsibility for any 
equipment belonging to us that 
has gone astray but even if it 

comes from afar, as much beach 
litter does, we all want to help 
ensure our beaches are kept 
clean.’

While Highland Council is 
responsible for cleaning up 
marine litter from designated 
bathing beaches, it does not 
extend to remote cases like this.

Sleat Community Council 
will be organising a beach clean 
when the weather improves.

Mr Ware continued: ‘Marine 
litter such as fuel cans and �sh-
ing line from boats frequently 
wash up on the island and we 
have to clean it up. Luckily, 
Highland Council is helpful in 
providing and picking up skips.’

Wanting to determine where 
this signi�cant section of 
pipe came from, Mr Ware 
will be writing to the Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency and other relevant 
bodies.

The pipe was strewn across the remote bay on Skye, revealed 
at low tide. Photograph: Rob Ware.
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Talks have been held in an 
e� ort to help 400 people still 
using a publicly-funded wire-
less internet network which 
is to be closed at the end of 
March.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP 
MSP Alasdair Allan recently 
met Minister for Connectivity 
Paul Wheelhouse MSP to dis-
cuss the discontinuation of 
the Connected Communities 
broadband service.

� e network, operated in 
the Western Isles since 2005, 
will cease at the end of March 
because of high � xed costs 
and declining customers 
making it no longer viable 
for operator Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE).

� e minister o� ered to meet 
Dr Allan a� er the islands’ 
MSP raised the issue in the 
Scottish Parliament.

Since the roll-out of su-
perfast broadband across 
the islands began in 2015, 

Dr Allan added: ‘Isles FM 
has an important place in the 
community and provides a 
valuable public service. 

‘It is vitally important a 
solution is found which allows 
it to continue to broadcast 
and I have raised this issue 
with HIE, which I know has 
been seeking solutions.

‘At a time when local radio 
stations across the country 
are being squeezed, the vol-
unteers at Isles FM have done 
a great job keeping the station 
on-air, providing listeners 
with music, news and other 
content. 

‘I know HIE and the com-
hairle have also given signif-
icant help and assistance to 
Isles FM, without which the 
station could not continue.'

Anyone using the service 
who is unsure what to do a� er 
March should get in touch 
with HIE at hidigital@hient.
co.uk.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP MP 
Angus Brendan MacNeil has 
been re-elected chairman of 
the International Trade Select 
Committee.

Mr MacNeil, who has 
chaired the committee since 
2017 and is the � rst SNP 
MP to be elected as a Select 
Committee chairman in 
an election by the House of 
Commons, says the issue of 
international trade is more 
important than ever.

� e committee is appointed 
by the Commons to examine 
expenditure, administration 
and policy of the Department 
of International Trade and its 
associated bodies as well as 
scrutinising what they do.

Commenting on his 
re-election, Mr MacNeil said: 
‘International trade has never 
been as important as it is 
now given the UK is leaving 
the EU trading bloc, ending 
many of our current trade 
agreements with European 
partners. International trade 
will feature greatly in the 
months and years ahead.

‘I have already contacted 

the International Trade 
Department with a view to 
scrutinising trade bills.

‘We have to get this right. 
It’s not about political par-
ties, it’s about the aerospace 
industry, pharmaceuticals, 
car manufacturers, food 
and drink exporters, the 
entertainment industry and 
the ceramics industry, among 
many others.

‘It is a huge honour to 
be re-elected as a Select 
Committee chairman in an 
election of the entire House of 
Commons. I look forward to 
the challenges and the great 
opportunities of working 
with cross party colleagues 
to hold the Government to 
account, to drive the agenda 
forward and to try to make 
the best of the situation we 
are in.’

Outer Hebrides MP remains 
at helm of International 
Trade Select Committee

Solution sought 
for network loss

more and more households 
and businesses have been 
transferring to mainstream 
broadband services.

Dr Allan said: ‘Since 
Connected Communities’ 
users received noti� cation 

the service would cease in 
March, I have received dozens 
of inquiries from a� ected 
households.

‘� ere are signi� cantly few-
er people using Connected 
Communities since the roll-
out of superfast broadband 
across the islands.

‘However, for those 400 or 
so still on the network, the 
news the service is to shut 
down in March has been 
unwelcome.’

Dr Allan added that almost 
everyone who had contact-
ed him so far had a good 
enough 4G signal for home 
broadband.

Isles FM radio uses the 
ConCom network for its com-
munications link between the 
station’s Seaforth Road studio 
and broadcast site at Eitshal.

Broadcasting since March 
1998, the station is operated 
entirely by volunteers in 
Stornoway.

Alasdair Allan.
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Ferries and roads are crucial 
for islanders
Ferries and roads are our most important 
daily needs, apart from food.

Plenty has already been voiced by people 
with common sense about how they are get-
ting worse by the week.

Roy Pederson, only three weeks ago, put for-
ward an excellent plan for having two smaller 
ferries rather than a large vessel.

I was speaking with at least two ex-merchant 
navy men, who had extensive knowledge of 
the Western Isles seafaring, and both told me 
that the MV Pioneer, which sailed the Minch 
in the 1970s, was the best boat they had been 
on with CalMac, and that it would make the 
Barra or Uist crossing in a force nine.

New vessels ought to be built on the Pioneer 
model, with two smaller ferries for each port.

Now is the time to do the right thing, be-
cause ferries are vital for we islanders but we 
are given the cold shoulder.

Put roads and ferries, along with we island-
ers, � rst in line, every time.

Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir , Uibhist a Deas.

Fish farming is damaging 
migratory � sh stocks
� ere are numerous factors which have 
contributed to the collapse of migratory � sh 
stocks, some of which are still not understood. 
� is majestic area was renowned for its plenti-
ful migratory stocks.

I � nd it incredulous that marine farming 
seems to be developed with such lack of 
accountability on both the farmers’ part and 
local government.

I count 46 cages in Loch Etive from OSMaps 
satellite images. I � nd it surprising in these 
days of (supposedly) responsible environ-
mental governance that such a concentration 
of farms is encouraged, and will presumably 
be increased. � e rightful importance of local 
employment is o� en highlighted. I spoke to a 
local who said they tend to bring in their own 
workers.

� e recent escape of thousands of rainbow 
trout is environmental pollution. Rainbow 
trout are an alien species. Are there signi� cant 
� nes for these polluters, which can then be put 
back into e� ective policing?

� e televised footage of lorry loads of dead, 
presumably diseased, � sh being discarded put 
me in mind of a comparison. If these were 

sheep, cows or hens, what would be the public 
and agency response?

Farmed salmon has taken pressure o�  the 
wild stocks, but also created a market for itself. 
Has the undeniable yet   largely unquanti� ed 
e� ect marine farming has on migratory stocks 
been explored? I doubt it.

And why are closed containment systems 
not being utilised? 

It genuinely surprises me when there has 
been the collapse of migratory � sh stocks of 
the magnitude there has been in this area, that 
governance appears so sterile. 

Loch Etive’s marine environment, I believe, 
is signi� cantly polluted. Invasive escapees, 
chemicals from the drugs used and, of course, 
sea lice.

Alastair T Aitken, by email.

Television campaign is 
important to Lochaber
Lochaber is blessed, as we all know, 
with stunning scenery and facilities for 
outdoor pursuits.

Climbers, skiers, hillwalkers and others 
� ock to the area to make the most of an 
amazing landscape.

At the heart of marketing for the area is 
the branding of Lochaber as the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK.

Now the promotional work is being 
enhanced by a TV advertising campaign 
to attract snowsports and walking 
enthusiasts to the area.

Maintaining awareness of the Lochaber 
o� ering is important to keep visitors 
coming. We wish the campaign well.

� ere is an innovative approach being 
adopted by Moss Park Care home in Caol 
to improve the lives of residents with 
dementia.

� e home is now partnering with Music 
as � erapy International, a charity with 
more than 20 years’ experience with care 
sta� , to utilise the power of music and its 
bene� ts for residents.

� e charity’s goal is to make music 
an integral part of care for vulnerable 
children and adults worldwide.

Its pioneering approach trains care sta�  
to use simple music therapy techniques 
and activities, providing them with 
the resources and professional support 
needed to continue a� er a project ends.

Importantly, music therapy has been 
proven to reduce common symptoms of 
dementia, from anxiety and depression to 
isolation and sociability.

It is a splendid project and one we shall 
watch with interest.

Innovative project is 
music to dementia 
su� erers’ ears

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to 
showcase these each week. If you 
have a photograph you would like to 
see published here, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, 
PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. Alternative-
ly, hand it in to our o�  ces in Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, or to our o�  ce in High Street, 



� e annual Blythswood Appeal for 
� lled shoeboxes in Lochalsh was 
again a success with 74 boxes sent 
to Romania in December.

� e annual bon� re and � reworks 
display on November 5 attracted a 
large crowd. � e food was organ-
ised by Sue Atkinson and raised 
£740 and the bucket collection took 
in £1,169.17.

At Hogmanay, the bon� re and 
� reworks were held as usual and 
the bucket collection raised £235.

Deaths in Lochalsh during 
January included Helen Anderson 
and Alec   Walker, both of Kyle. 
Sympathy is expressed to sorrow-
ing relatives.

Plockton Sailing Club was sorry 
to hear of the death of Colin Weir, 
as a recent donation from the Weir 
Foundation Trust helped the club 
to buy a new rescue boat last year.

Plockton villagers were sorry to 
hear of the death of M C Beaton, 
the author of the Hamish MacBeth 
series.

� e community of Glenelg and 
Arnisdale raised   £794.50 for the 
Earl Haig Poppy Fund. 

� e door-to-door collection was 
helped by two quiz nights and 
a pool night in the Glenelg Inn, 
as well as surplus from a cancer 
fundraiser held in memory of Doug 
Watkins, who was in the armed 
forces for many years. 

So the total for Lochalsh, 
Glenshiel, Glenelg and South Skye 
(Broadford) was £5,046.50.

� e annual meeting of the 
Plockton and District Horticultural 
Society was held in Plockton Hall 
on January 23. Seventeen members 
attended and treasurer Sheila 
Harvey submitted a satisfactory 
report with a pro� t of £805.73 over 
the year. 

All the o�  ce bearers were 
re-elected. Matt Wakeford stood 
down from the committee as he had 
le�  the district. 

Lizzie Bird and Gill Coe were 
elected to the committee.
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Kinlochleven was rife with specula-
tion last week as photographs show-
ing abandoned camping equipment 
and other items circulated on social 
media.

� e items were discovered at a 
popular wild camping spot on the 
West Highland Way, heading out of 
the village towards Fort William.

Village resident Sophie 
Leatherbarrow came across the site 
while walking her dogs. She said: 
‘From the look of some of the items 
le�  there, it wasn’t a walker, but 
rather someone who had made their 
camp for a while then le�  it behind 
when they moved on. � ere were just 
too many heavy and unnecessary 
items for it to be someone walking 
the West Highland Way.’

� e immediate reaction by some 
was that the items had been le�  by 
an inconsiderate group who had 
been wild camping and holding a 
party, but that soon changed a� er a 
closer inspection.

Several residents highlighted that 
a homeless man had been in the 

Barratt Developments, the 
country’s largest housebuilder, 
has launched a new three-year, 
£1,000,000 partnership with the 
Outward Bound Trust.

� e trust, which runs six centres 
across the UK including one at 
Loch Eil in Lochaber, helps young 
people who need it most to make 
positive changes in their lives 

through learning and adventures in 
the outdoors.

� e new partnership will support 
2,400 young people to develop the 
key employability skills needed to 
prepare them for the world of work 
and make a purposeful contribu-
tion to society.

Barratt Developments’ work with 
Outward Bound will cover three 
main areas: providing funding to 
disadvantaged young people for 

residential courses, placing Barratt 
employees on the courses as men-
tors, and hosting the annual Big 
Barratt Hike with Outward Bound.

To help launch the partnership, 
chief executive David � omas met 
with Outward Bound chief execu-
tive Nick Barrett and saw � rst-hand 
how their courses help young peo-
ple build and develop new skills.

Nick Barrett said: ‘We are 
incredibly proud to be entering 

into our partnership with Barratt 
Developments.

‘It’s clear that they are as passion-
ate as we are about creating a lasting 
impact on young people’s lives. 

‘� is partnership will make a 
huge di� erence and we cannot 
thank everyone at Barratt enough.’

David � omas added: ‘� e 
Outward Bound Trust does amaz-
ing work transforming the lives 
of young people, giving them the 

area recently and had been receiving 
occasional meals at the Salvation 
Army.

Ms Leatherbarrow added this man 
talked about being ‘discreet’ and 
looking for privacy, which would 
not have been possible on this pop-
ular walking route.

� e day a� er the photographs were 
posted, the items were cleared up by 
two residents. � ey � lled 10 bin bags 
which were removed from the area.

Kinlochleven Community Trust 
reported the site to the police due 
to fears of it being the camp of a 
missing person.

A spokesperson said: ‘It was most 
likely le�  by someone living o�  grid 
that has le�  the area and not West 
Highland Way campers as � rst 
expected. Since then several kind 
members of the community have 
cleared it up.

‘We’re hoping people keep report-
ing these incidents to us to monitor 
the West Highland Way and ensure 
we report potential missing people 
to the police.’

� e trust is organising a Walkers 
are Welcome litter pick for Saturday 
March 28, ahead of the busy visitor 
season when many people will come 
through Kinlochleven via the West 
Highland Way.

Abandoned camping equipment raises 
missing person fears in Kinlochleven

These items suggest longer 
habitation than just a stint of 
wild camping. 
Photograph: George Louden.

The abandoned items � lled 
several bin bags. 

Photograph: Charlie Gordon

The piles of camping equipment 
and other items were found in 
a popular camping spot on the 
West Highland Way. 
Photograph: Sophie Leatherbarrow.
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
 � e proposed Great Glen Way 
walking route to link the Fort with 
Inverness � gures in a consultation 
document   prepared by SNH, the 
backer of the project. � is tells us that 
the 60-odd-mile walk stretches from 
the Fort via Gairloch, Laggan, Fort 
Augustus etc to the Highland capital. 
Gairloch? � at’s right – or, rather, 
wrong. It should be Gairlochy. SNH 
didn’t drop the ‘h’, they dropped the 
‘y’ in their report.
 Paul Morgan, of Croit Anna 
and Heron Bay fame, is currently 
travelling the world. � is month he’s 
in South Island, New Zealand. And 
already Paul has phoned home with a 
refreshing tale to tell. ‘I’d hired a car,’ 
said he. ‘And it was raining – just like 
Lochaber. � en I saw this bloke on 
the very wet grass verge. Taking pho-
tos. I nearly went o�  the road.’ � e 
photographer was none other than   
Roberto Matassa, ex-Fort William. 
Aye, auld acquaintance was certainly 
renewed by the two exiles!
 � e clock was turned back 50 years 
on Monday morning, as 35 young 
recruits of the Korps Commando 
Troepen from Roosendaal in 
Holland undertook a seven-mile 
speed march, in full kit, from Spean 
Bridge to Achnacarry. And, if you 
saw a Lochaber local doing his own 
200 yards yomp through Spean in 
full kit – ie carryíng a very heavy 
reel-to-reel Uher tape recorder – try-
ing to catch them up for an interview, 
I confess: it was me!
 � e AGM of the Lochaber branch 
of the Royal College of Nursing will 
be in the Belford next month. � e 
derisory (that word is mine) one per 
cent pay rise o� er is on the agenda.
 If you happened to see Mrs 
Doubt� re and Rab C Nesbitt in town 
last Saturday night – it wasn’t them! 
Just a couple of imitators heading 
for Big Sam’s Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team party night.

 ‘Is there a pet shop in Fort William?’ 
a couple of tourists enquired of two lo-
cal worthies. ‘Aye, there is, at Marshall 
and Pearson along the street. But it’s 
shut on Sundays. What’s the problem, 
anyway?’ the locals asked, their 
joined-up thinking being to direct 
the couple to Safeway to buy Chum 
or Chappie. But then the visitors ex-
plained. ‘It’s Toby,’ they said. ‘He has 
tugged on his dog collar and broken 
it.’ � is, of course, was meat and drink 
to our dynamic duo. � ey checked the 
time and commented: ‘Well, all the 
church services will be � nished in a 
few minutes, and you’ll see plenty of 
dog collars then. Maybe you could get 
hold of a spare one.’
 A lot of people were conjecturing 
as to why ‘red and green lights on 
a pole’ were   so much in evidence 
in the West End car park late on 
Saturday night, when members of 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team 
were boarding a Sea King helicopter 
to be airli� ed up the Ben. Top secret 
equipment? Trial take-o�  lights? No! 
� e pole was part of the gear utilised 
by the Fort’s night � shermen, and 
were placed at a point below what 
used to be the Achintore Shelter. � ey 
were then casting their lines over the 
railings and into Loch Linnhe.
 ‘Progress’ is a great thing. I can 
just see the Divisional Planning 
O�  ce sta�  cringe as they read those 
words ‘Divisional Planning O�  ce 
sta� ’ in this column. And saying to 
themselves ‘Roamer’s not having a 
go at us, surely?’ Of course I’m not! 
However, as I mentioned: ‘Progress 
is a great thing.’ Here we are in the 
middle of the 1990s and, at Monday’s 
meeting, we were issued with a 40-
page treatise about planning enforce-
ment and related matters. However, 
the word processor with which the 
o�  ce has been provided doesn’t have 
a £ sign apparently. With the result 
that sums like £95,000 have to be pre-

� xed instead with a cross between an 
asterisk and a square. � at’s what’s 
known in   this computerised age as 
‘Making a HASH of it’.
 Continuing with council matters, I 
was having a wee look back at some 
of my Fort William Town Council 
reports of the late 1950s. � e council 
met in the erstwhile Town Hall 
in those days. And there always 
were a number of pithy and pawky 
comments from the members. For 
example, while tabling a motion for 
the modernisation of the Inverlochy 
Place houses, Councillor Campbell 
advised that ‘the kitchenettes are so 
small that the housewives don’t have 
room to change their minds in them’. 
At one evening meeting Councillor 
Macpherson arrived with the handle 
of the door – in his hand. ‘Is there 
a meeting of the General Purposes 
Committee tonight,’ asked he, ‘so we 
can get back out without breaking 
the door down?’ � en there was the 
debate about the Town Hall clock. It 
went too fast. It stopped. It struck 13. 
It chimed. It didn’t chime. Its hands 
stuck. Its light went out.
 An illegally parked car in Middle 
Street carried a note under the wip-
ers. ‘Working in DE Shoes’ it read. 
A local lady came along, saw the 
message, took it out and added a few 
words. ‘I do hope they’re comforta-
ble,’ she wrote.
 Which reminds me. During town 
holidays on Mondays in the 1950s the 
High Street was congested for long 
periods. � e cause? � e ‘Waiting 
� is Side’ and ‘No Waiting � is Side’ 
signs had not been exchanged in the 
morning. While local drivers, aware 
of their town’s regulations, parked 
religiously on what should have been 
the right side, visitors followed the 
sign directions and parked on the 
‘wrong side’! However even ‘� e 
Butler’ managed to leave his barrow 
in the ‘correct’ place.

con� dence and practical skills to 
help them reach their full potential.

‘We are excited to become part-
ners, providing funding for new 
residential courses.’

Barratt Developments’ boss 
David Thomas, on an Outward 

Bound visit.

Charlie G Macrae, of Plockton, 
received a surprise last week when a 
framed photograph was delivered to 
his house.

It shows Gordon MacRae and Ross 
County chairman Roy MacGregor 
with Charlie in the middle hold-
ing the cup which Ross County 
received last year for winning � e 

Scottish Championship League and 
getting promoted to � e Scottish 
Premiership. 

Charlie, 74, attends all Ross 
County home games, travelling by 
train from his home in Plockton.

Charlie with 
his special 
photograph.

Charlie’s devotion to Ross County 
rewarded with special photograph
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Lochaber club lotteries

CLIMBING

10-PIN BOWLING

Erskine 2
South Lochaber Thistle 1

GGPL – Division One

RUGBY

Erskine put Jags 
to the sword

Dave Forbes challenges for the ball.
SLT manager 

Alan Gray.

Lewis Campbell sweeps the ball from an Erskine opponent. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

South Lochaber � istle’s 
wretched start to the year 
continued with a disappoint-
ing result against an eminent-
ly beatable opposition, writes 
Peter Newman.

In what turned out to be 
a traditional game of two 
halves, Erskine dominated 
the � rst half with slicker 
passing and clinical � nishing.

Jordon Morrison put the 
Jags to the sword for the vis-
itors with a well-taken brace 
inside half an hour as SLT 
toiled in the wet conditions 
and were powerless to prevent 
Erskine going in 2-0 up at the 
half.

� e low point of the game 
was in the � rst 10 minutes 
when Shaun Hendrie came 
o�  having twisted his knee 
with what looked to be liga-
ment damage.

A� er half time team talks 
it was a very di� erent game 

with SLT beginning to take a 
hold of the match, playing the 
sort of fast � owing expansive 
football that has been the 
hallmark of their success over 
the last three seasons.

It wasn’t long before a foul 
30 yards out led to an op-
portunity for skipper Martin 
Munro to get a goal back – a 

� erce, whipped free kick leav-
ing the Erskine keeper with 
no chance.

SLT then began to pile on 
the pressure with the keeper 
making a good save from Erik 
Tot before the keeper was 
again called into action with 
a high quality double save 
from Dave Forbes. Forbes was 
unlucky to drive a shot past 
the keeper’s le�  hand post.

SLT pushed on until the 
end but unfortunately the 
equaliser was not to come 
and Erskine ran out winners 
avenging their 3-1 defeat in 
their home game earlier in 
the season.

Highlights included a fan-
tastic showing from half time 
substitute Steven Neil and 
his fellow ferocious defensive 
partners in Kieran Lopez, 
Lewis Campbell and Andrew 
Martin.

Manager Alan Gray said: 
‘We spoke to the boys before 
the game about how we 
wanted to approach the game 
and yet we didn’t get the per-
formance we were looking for 
in the � rst half.

‘� at was not helped by los-
ing such an important player 
as Shaun. However, at half 
time when we told the boys 
to try and enjoy their football 
and express themselves, we 
got the response we were 
looking for.

‘Stevie Neil did brilliantly 
o�  the bench and I’m con-
� dent when we have a full 
squad available, we’ll soon 
be in a good place to pick up 
the results our hard work 
deserves.’

Ballachulish Lotto: The numbers for the draw  on 
02/02 were 5, 12 and 16. There was one lucky winner 
for the £800 - K Armson, Glencoe. The money is back to 
£200 for next draw.

Caol Regeneration Lotto: Numbers for draw on 30/1 
were  4, 10 and 15.

No Winners so £300 jackpot for next draw on 6/2.
Fort William Golf Club Lotto: Numbers for draw on 

30/1 were
5, 12 and 18. No winner so £700 available for draw on 

6/2.

Alleycats back on top
After week 10 of the Lochaber Building Supplies 10-pin 
bowling leagues at the Nevis Centre in Fort William 
Alleycats are still at the top of the scratch division with 
48 points.

Team With A Bowling Problem maintain second place 
with 36 points and British Legion Fort William are in 
third with 32 points.

The handicap division is still very close with positions 
changing every week as the top group of teams 
sometimes play one another.

The Alleycats are the new leaders with 32 points 
followed by British Legion Fort William in second place 
on 30 points.

Team With A Bowling Problem are the new third place 
team with 29 points after beating the leaders Peaky 
Bowlers last week 5-0, who drop to fourth place on 28 
points.

Individually this week the best scratch game was 
rolled by Brian Johnstone (Alleycats) with 169.

Brian also had the top two-game scratch series of 329 
whilst Tony Weldon (British Legion Fort William) had 
the top handicap game of 230 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 434.

The top scratch averages over the season so far 
are currently held by Pam Weller (Alleycats) with 158 
followed by Tony Whitelocke (Alleycats) with 148 and 
Steve Day (Team With A Bowling Problem) with 145.

Climbers take a breather.

Climbers battle for points
A good turn out of competitors and spectators braved 
the miserable weather over much of the weekend to 
make it indoors at Three Wise Monkeys Climbing in Fort 
William for its second round in the winter competition 
series.

A di�  cult set of competition routes and problems 
saw competitors in each of our competition categories, 
with the top performers in each class as follows: Hard 
female - Krista Nevis (121); Fun Female - Josie Bloom 
(105); Junior Female - Megan Pescod (114);  U12 female 
- Katie Pescod (107);  Vets Female - Charlotte Hatto (102);  
Hard Male - Rory Cargill (172);  Fun Male - Bobby Horton 
(117);  Junior Male - Ross Wilson (71);  Vets Male - Davy 
Gunn (112).

Three Wise Monkeys’ next competition is on March 1, 
and is open to everyone, with spectators welcome.
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Lanark           35  
Lochaber          10 

Tennent’s West Division 3
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Fort Falcons let win slip from their grasp
Inverness 43
Fort Falcons 36

Netball

Fort William Falcons went 
to Inverness at the weekend 
for what turned out to be an 
intense encounter with the 
city’s Sapphires netball team.

It was an exciting match, 
with goal-for-goal action 
throughout that saw the 
scores level at the end of each 
quarter.

With it all still to play for, 
the West Coast side started 
the fourth quarter well, pull-
ing a couple of goals ahead.

However, just a few wee 
stray passes led to the 
Sapphires scoring a few in a 
row, and with the momentum 
going the home out� t’s way, 
they managed to lead until 

Fort William Falcons, left, lost a close game to Inverness 
Sapphires, right, at the weekend.

the � nal whistle and a 43-36 
win.

� e Falcons players were 
le�  kicking themselves for 
letting the win slip away, but 
all played well. 

Two new players made their 
debut in the shape of Orla 
Soe-Paing from Fort William 
and Ailidh Campbell from 
the Oban area.

Campbell made her oppo-
nent work very hard in the 
opponents’ shooting circle 
and Soe-Paing was absolutely 
rock solid as Falcons’ goal 
shooter.

Karen Breslin’s shooting 
was also on � re in goal 
attack, earning her Player of 
the Match honours. Karen 
MacInnes also had a good 
game, being instrumental in 

bringing the ball through the 
court in WD.

Next event for the Falcons 
is this Saturday at Lochaber 

High School, with a fund-
raiser for the club. See West 
Coast Netball Facebook page 
for more details.

Wind and penalties batter 
Lochaber into defeat at Lanark

Lochaber travelled away to 
Lanark for what turned out 
to be a disappointing result 
on Saturday in the � rst ever 
meeting between the two 
clubs.

Lochaber � elded possibly 
their youngest ever team with 
seven of the 18 players only 18 
years old and the average age 
of the team only 20.

And without any props 
for a second game in a row, 
Christopher Simpson and 
Daniel � omas stepped up to 
try their hand at playing prop.

In the � rst half, Lanark used 
the strong wind at their back 
to keep Lochaber pinned in 
their own half for most of 
the half and a� er 12 minutes 
had worked their way into 
the corner where they were 
awarded a penalty.

As the referee was talking 
to Lochaber players, Lanark 
took the quick penalty and 
instead of stopping the play 
as he was talking to the other 
team, the referee allowed play 
to continue.

With the Lochaber players 
caught o�  guard, the hosts 
passed wide into space and 
then forced their way over the 
line for a try from a pick and 
go.

Lochaber su� ered an early 
blow when Andrew Bell was 
injured taking a blow to the 
eye in a ruck, the swelling 
causing his eye to close up.

� e visitors had several big 

breaks but, frustratingly, 
almost any time Lochaber 
looked like they might threat-
en Lanark’s line, the referee 
had his whistle in his mouth 
for a penalty to the hosts.

Every time from resulting 
penalties, Lanark simply 
kicked into the corner gain-
ing a lot of territory. From 
here they were able to work 
three more tries before the 
end of the � rst half by tying 
in Lochaber’s defence before 
working it wide to score.

In the second half with the 
wind at their backs Lochaber 
were able to put more 
pressure on the home side 
defence. Five minutes into 
the second half and Simpson 
hit line at pace and almost 
walked through Lanark’s 
defence to run in from over 
50m.

Lochaber looked to work 
their way back down into 
Lanark’s 22 again, but as they 
got there, again the referee 
deemed Lochaber had made 

an infringement and gave a 
penalty to Lanark.

A few penalties in quick 
succession found Lanark 
deep in Lochaber’s 22 a few 
seconds later. Lochaber had 
to then defend on their try 
line for a couple of minutes 
and when Lanark did manage 
to cross the line the visitors 
held them up over the line.

Bizarrely the referee gave 
Lanark a penalty for Lochaber 
not releasing, when the law 
states that the game restarts 
with an attacking scrum � ve 
metres out when the ball is 
held up over the line.

From the penalty one of the 
hosts’ big ball carries hit the 
line at pace forcing his way 
over. Lochaber responded 
with another try eight minutes 
later when Jonathan McCook 
cut through Lanark’s defence 
to score out wide.

During a Lanark attack 
Lochaber managed to win 
a rare penalty and three 
penalties later they found 
themselves in Lanark’s 22 in a 
nice change of circumstances.

Lochaber’s backs were 
� nding holes in the home side 
defence and it looked like the 
comeback might be on when,  
with 10 minutes le� , Callum 
Boyd dotted down to score 
but then the referee brought it 
back for a forward pass.

� at was the last real chance 
of the game with Lanark 
running out victors with a 
35-10 win. Lochaber’s next 
game is at home when they 
host a strong Bishopton side 
on February 15, 3pm kick o� .

Lochaber win this lineout.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 6, 
2020 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 03.31 3.2 09.43 1.6 
 16.14 3.4 21.56 1.4
Fri 04.20 3.5 10.42 1.3 
 16.56 3.6 22.44 1.0
Sat 05.03 3.7 11.30 1.0 
 17.35 3.8 23.29 0.7
Sun 05.43 4.0 12.13 0.8 
 18.12 3.9  **.** *.*
Mon 00.12 0.5 06.22 4.1 
 12.55 0.6 18.48 4.0
Tues 00.56 0.3 07.01 4.2 
 13.37 0.6 19.25 4.0
Wed 01.40 0.3 07.41 4.1 
 14.18 0.6 20.04 3.8              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light cloud and a gentle
breeze
Temperatures 
5°C to 8ºC.
Friday 
Light cloud and a
fresh breeze
Temperatures 
6°C to 8ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain showers and a 
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
gusty wind
Temperatures 
6ºC to 7ºC. FRIDAY
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SPORT
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OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 47

FOOTBALL

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Wind and penalties 
batter Lochaber into 
defeat at Lanark

Erskine put 
Jags to the 
sword

Deveronvale            2
Fort William            2

Highland League

Fort dig in and earn well 
deserved last gasp draw
� e long journey to Ban�  saw 
Fort come away with a well-
earned draw in this Highland 
League encounter against 
Deveronvale at Princess 
Royal Park on Saturday.

� e hosts were   aiming for 
a return to form a� er three 
successive league defeats, 
while Robert Nevison and 
Gabriel Hastings were both 
unavailable for Fort due to 
suspensions.

Draw
� e visitors were looking 

to build on their away win 
against Clach the previous 
weekend, but it was not 
until the dying minutes of the 
match that Fort were able to 
clinch the draw.

For Fort, Garry McIver was 
making his � rst team debut 

today, coming up from the 
under 17s, while it was good 
to see Iain Foggo back in a 
Fort shirt.

Other positives to take 
away included the cracking 
performance from youngster 
Connor Moor, who notched 
two assists on his � rst team 
debut a� er coming o�  the 
bench in the � rst half.

Ominously
Overall, the home side 

had only marginally more 
possession than their visitors. 
� ings, however, began more 
ominously when just six min-
utes a� er the kick o� , poor 
defending from the visitors 
saw Vale’s Ryan Sargent score 
the � rst of his double.

Less than 20 minutes later 
and Fort got a huge let-o�  
when the home side’s Harry 
Noble skied a penalty, which 
hit the bar and went out of 
play.

� e referee had awarded the 

Vale’s Kyle Gauld was red 
carded a� er a challenge on 
Garry McIver.

With the home side down 
to 10 men, Fort started to 
exert some pressure and Ian 
MacLennan’s nicely angled 
� nish on the 72-minute mark 
gave the travelling Fort fans a 
glimmer of hope.

� at was MacLennan’s 
second goal in two games 
and with only two minutes 
of normal time remaining, 
Fort’s Roddy Kennedy un-
leashed a shot that found the 
net.

Fourth point
� e draw gives the Claggan 

Park out� t their  fourth point 
on the road from their last 
two outings.

Calum Maclean’s men are 
now looking to go three 
games in a row unbeaten 
when they face a Turri�  
United side hunting for their 
second win in three games.

Fort can go up to 16th 
in the league if they 
beat the Aberdeenshire 
side on Saturday and if 
Clachnacuddin can beat 
Lossiemouth.

Turri�  Utd versus Fort 
William, is at � e Haughs, 
kick-o�  3pm.

The new Fort William management team.

Curlers get in the Victorian mood

On January 28, 1870, a group of Fort William’s townsmen gathered in what was then 
the Caledonian Hotel on the High Street where ‘it was resolved that a curling club 
should be formed’. Last week, exactly 150 years to the day, members of Lochaber 
and Fort William Curling Club, dressed in period attire, gathered in the reception 
of McIntyre’s Solicitors (formerly the Caledonian Hotel) to mark the anniversary. 
An anniversary dinner is being held in The Moorings Hotel at Banavie on May 16. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

spot kick a� er Fort’s keeper, 
Daniel Hoban, was judged 
to have tripped Sargent as he 
ran through on goal.

And the score line remained 

1-0 to the home side at the 
interval.

It was not until the 62nd 
minute that Sargent made it 
two with a scrappy e� ort that 

still found the net.
� at le�  Fort facing an 

uphill task to chase the game, 
but the visitors got a break 
when, six minutes later, 
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