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Fish farm 
decision 
off again
Consideration of the contro-
versial � sh farm application 
for the north east of Arran 
has been delayed again.

The application by the 
Scottish Salmon Company 
had originally been expect-
ed to go before the North 
Ayrshire Council planning 
committee in December.

However, days before that 
meeting, the discussion was 
postponed at the request of 
the applicant and Scottish 
Natural Heritage to allow 
further talks.

It had been thought that 
the application would, as a 
result, go before the January 
planning meeting held this 
week – but the application 
was not on the agenda.

And a spokesman for 
North Ayrshire Council could 
only con� rm this week that 
it would be considered ‘in 
the next few months’.

There has been 
widespread opposition 
to the proposal for the 
development of 20 salmon 
cages, each measuring 120 
metres in circumference, at 
the picturesque Millstone 
Point on the North Sannox 
coast.

More than 200 letters 
of objection have been 
received, with only a handful 
in support of the application 
which is said, by planners, to 
be under consideration.

CalMac listens but it 
can’t fi nd any answers
� e widespread disruption 
of the Arran ferries since the 
start of the year has already 
cost the island economy 
‘millions of pounds’, it was 
said this week.

� ere are also fears that 
many visitors who were 
caught up in the � asco will 
never return to Arran in win-
ter again, damaging attempts 
to make the island a year 
-round destination.

Now there are demands for 
Caledonian MacBrayne boss-
es to adopt a more ‘can do’ at-
titude to keep Arran’s lifeline 
ferry services running.

Top CalMac chiefs were on 
Arran this week to answer 
questions from the Isle of 
Arran Ferry Committee as 
to why things went so badly 
wrong in the days immedi-
ately following the New Year 
holidays when cancelled sail-
ings le�  hundreds of visitors 
and islanders stranded on 
Arran.

Cancellation rate
And � gures unveiled at the 

meeting by chairman Iain 
� omson showed that of the 
292 timetabled sailings since 

Volunteers in the kitchen prepare to serve soup and sandwiches for the event held 
for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong in Brodick church hall last Saturday. Some of the 
ladies have been volunteering since the event was � rst held 13 years ago. 
Full story page six. 01_B04front01

What a souper day
the start of the year 120 had 
not sailed – a 41 per cent 
cancellation rate which he 
said the island was ‘unable to 
sustain’.

Smaller vessels
� is is in part due to the 

route being serviced by two 
smaller vessels, the MV Isle 
of Arran and MV Hebridean 
Isles, which are unable to 
operate in windy conditions, 
while the MV Caledonian 
Isles is in for its annual re� t.

At the specially-convened 
meeting of the ferry commit-
tee on Tuesday, to which the 
Banner, along with leading 
hoteliers and others, was 
invited, CalMac managing 
director Robbie Drummond, 
operations director 
Robert Morrison and new 
communications director 
Stuart Wilson answered 
prearranged questions on the 
disruption and what actions 
could be taken to prevent it 
happening again.

However, there were few 
answers forthcoming with 
CalMac admitting:

�� ere is no guarantee the 
same thing won’t happen next 

Continued on pages two  
and three
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Continued from page one
year as there i s little ‘wriggle 
room’ for the MV Caledonian 
Isles re� t and no chance of a 
bigger replacement boat.

�It doesn’t know when, or 
even if, Gourock will be able 
to be used as the port of refuge, 
with Campbeltown now even 
being considered.

�� e ageing � eet is under 
increasing strain as it will be at 
least two years before the MV 
Glen Sannox and her sister 
ship are ready. 

�It will be another 18 months 
before there is a new ticketing 
system, replacing the outdated 
manual one.

�Demands for a relief crew 
to help ferries make additional 
sailings have been repeatedly 
rejected by Transport Scotland.

�Mr Drummond also told 
the meeting there was no 
long-term strategic plan for 

ports and vessels for the next 
30 years, something which 
he had been strongly arguing 
for and, in what he described 
as ‘short-termism’, he said 
CalMac had only two years of 
its six-year contract to run.

But Mr � omson accused 
the company of a reluctance to 
step outside its contract for the 
good of the travelling public. 

‘� ere is a ‘‘no can do’’ atti-
tude and we need a ‘‘can do’’ 
attitude,’ he said.

And independent traveller 
representative Neil Arthur 
said the investment in the � eet 
in the last 13 years had been 
half of that for the previous 13 
years.

Arran Dairies managing 
director Alastair Dobson, who 
represents business interests 
on the committee, said it was a 
hard fact that there was going 
to be no change in the present 

ferry situation for at least two 
years.

He said: ‘� ere was a time 
when there was criticism that 
the boat went to Gourock too 
much. 

‘What would we give for a 
three-ferry-a-day service just 
now. 

‘We have to accept there is no 
Gourock; no new boat coming; 
visitors getting stranded; the 
community increasingly frus-
trated and businesses which 
are going to stop working 
again.

‘We need to get communi-
cation right for tourists, the 
community and business so 
that everyone knows just what 
the ferry is going to do on a 
day-to-day basis.’

Arran Economic Group 
chairman Tom Tracey added: 
‘We need to do better with 
what we have got.’

CalMac listens but it
can’t � nd any answers

� e possibility of Camp-
beltown being used as a 
mainland port for the Arran 
ferry is to be considered by 
CalMac, it was agreed this 
week.

However the Isle of Arran 
Ferry committee made it 
clear that while it thought it a 
possibility in an extreme sit-
uation it would not support it 
as a port of refuge, given it is 
140 miles from Glasgow and 
has relatively poor transport 
links.

� e topic came up during a 
long discussion on the urgent 
need for the ferry to have a 

Could Campbeltown be any port in a storm for ferry?
port of refuge, as Gourock is 
no longer available

CalMac managing director 
Robbie Drummond said he 
did not know when or if the 
harbour at Gourock would 
be able to be used again as it 
required extensive work, not 
just to the linkspan, but to 
the outer concrete structure. 
He said port owner CMAL 
(Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd) was currently looking at 
a list of options but he was not 
yet aware what these were.

Other options considered 
included Wemyss Bay but 
CalMac operations director 

Robert Morrison said that 
while the MV Isle of Arran 
could dock there it would not 
have helped during the recent 
weather.

� e meeting was asked if 
Campbeltown was an option 
and it was agreed that despite 
being 140 miles from Glasgow 
it should be considered but 
only as a last-ditch option 
and not as a port of refuge.

Suggestion
Dunoon was the next 

suggestion where there is a 
linkspan, which has not been 
used for nine years, and this 
will be looked at.

Arran Economic Group 
chairman Tom Tracey, think-
ing outside the box, even 
came up with Rothesay as an 
option, if boats were sailing 
from there.

� roughout the debate 
there was no mention of 
Troon until Linda Johnston 
brought it up. But it was 
quickly dismissed by the 
CalMac representatives as, 
they said, it was ‘equally badly 
a� ected as Ardrossan’ and 
‘not a reasonable alternative’.

However, they said work 
was underway which could 
improve the harbour and they 
did not rule out using it once 
this work was done in speci� c 
reference to the development 
work at Ardrossan.

� e meeting began with 
a discussion on events sur-
rouding the New Year holiday 
chaos.

Mr Morrison explained it 
had been an almost ‘perfect 
storm’ which had led to the 
widespread disruption from 
January 2 which had, very un-
usually, seen sailings stormed 
o�  across the whole network.

He was asked why the 
Caledonian Isles had to go in 

for its annual re� t in January 
and he explained the schedule 
to service the 33 boats in the 
� eet was a very tight 26 weeks 

which had to be arranged a 
year in advance, when they 
could not have known weath-
er conditions.

CalMac managing director Robbie Drummond, centre, 
and colleagues meet ferry committee chairman Iain 
Thomson, to his right, and other ferry committee 
members. 01_B04calmac01

Robbie Drummond makes his views known to the meeting. 01_B04calmac04

New Arran ferry is still less than half built
� e new Arran ferry is 
‘signi� cantly less than half 
built’, a government inquiry 
has found.

� e vessels being built at 
Ferguson shipyard are £100m 
over budget and likely to 

be three years overdue. A 
Holyrood inquiry into the 
delay was told warnings that 
the Inverclyde yard was not 
set up to build two ferries 
side-by-side were ignored.

Work got under way before 

designs were � nalised and 
workforce morale was badly 
hit by the delay, MSPs heard.

Ferguson Marine Engineer-
ing Limited was taken into 
public ownership by the 
Scottish Government last year.
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Could Campbeltown be any port in a storm for ferry?
asked if Arran could not have 
a more robust boat such as 
the MV Clansman or the MV 
Hebrides, which have previ-
ously covered the route. ‘� e 
smaller boats are not � t for 
purpose at this time of year. 
We should have a bigger boat.’

He was told this was now 
impossible as they were 
needed on routes such as 
Coll and Tiree which could 
not be served by the MV 
Isle of Arran because of the 
dangers a recent incident had 
highlighted.

� ere was also a wide 
ranging discussion on the 
decision to run a shuttle ser-
vice between Lochranza and 
Claonaig on Sunday January 
5 which saw hundreds of cars 
and foot passengers queueing 
to get on.

While it was agreed there 
had been an urgent need for 
the service, there was criti-
cism of the way it had been 
advertised with committee 
members concerned that 
drivers had turned up think-
ing they were guaranteed to 
get o�  the island, which was 
not the case. � ere was also 
concern that hundreds of foot 
passengers had arrived in 
Cloanaig unaware there were 
no forward transport links 
there.

� e CalMac chiefs agreed 
that this was something 
which could be looked at 
but Mr Drummond did not 
commit to CalMac providing 
onward transport at any des-
tination as CalMac ‘was not a 
bus company’.

Another bone of contention 
was the ‘mixed messages’ 
which went out on the 
CalMac app, social media 
and the company website 
which communication direc-
tor Stuart Wilson said they 
were working hard to fully 
co-ordinate.

Community council chair-
man Bill Calderwood said 

what was needed was ‘clear, 
concise, consistent communi-
cation of clarity and brevity’.

Mr Wilson explained that 
they were attempting to 
create a ‘single point of truth’ 
across seven platforms so 
that all the o�  cial statements 
coming from the company 
were all compatible.

He said a ‘mate at the port’ 
telling someone the 7am sail-
ing would be going, when it 
was not, may think they were 
helping but this could simply 
lead to further confusion.

Linda Johnston said 

Auchrannie had 300 people 
on site at New Year and since 
she said the resort accounted 
for 25 per cent of all visitors 
to the island in a year it was 
important that it was made 
aware of any last minute 
changes in sailings.   She was 
assured it and other hotels 
would receive this informa-
tion from the port.

Mrs Johnston added: ‘We 
want to be a worldwide tour-
ist destination but the ferry 
situation is not helping, with 
Mr � omson adding: ‘People 
who came for a New Year 

However, Auchrannie 
managing director Linda 
Johnston explained that the 
day a� er New Year was one 
of the island’s busiest days of 
the year when the island was 
full and relying on the two 
smaller boats meant there 
was a ‘high likelihood’ that 
something would go wrong.

He said that with hindsight 
they may have been able to 
keep the Caley Isles in service 
for one or two days, but there 
was no guarantee it would 
have sailed and it may have 
missed its dry dock berthing 
spot at Gourock.

Members felt that removing 
the Caley Isles the day a� er 
New Year was a ‘bad plan’ 
and CalMac should have 
created more space around 
the holiday period.

As is known, the widespread 
cancellation of services on 
January 2 led to major tra�  c 

problems in Brodick which 
the police eventually had to 
deal with. Arran sergeant 
Dougie Robertson said 
drivers were getting mixed 
messages and that ‘tempers 
became frayed’, with only 
drivers with a ‘lucky ticket’ 
getting on the boats. He 
praised the sta�  at the pier 
who he said ‘worked like 
Trojans’.

No guarantee
Mr Morrison and Mr 

Drummond agreed they 
would look at the Caley Isles 
going in a couple of days later 
next year, but gave no guaran-
tee it would be possible. � ey 
also said they would look at 
the suggestions that it go in 
for its re� t in November or 
March instead but said this 
could pose di�  culties with 
the ‘legal requirements’ of 
servicing the boats.

Chairman Iain � omson 

break will never come back 
because of their experience.’

VisitArran’s Sheila Gilmore 
also raised concern about the 
yellow ‘be aware’ warning 
introduced three years ago 
which she said put people o�  
travelling.

Alastair Dobson asked what 
parameters were there to use 
the � ag as he said: ‘For tour-
ists it is still a bit like Chinese 
whispers.’

Mr Morrison said it had 
been introduced at the re-
quest of passengers but they 
could look at how it was used.

The round table discussion at the ferry committee. 01_B04calmac02

The MV Caledonian Isles was expected back in service yesterday (Friday). 

Leisure memberships at Auchrannie

For more information visit:

www.auchrannie.co.uk/facilities

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
01770 303 306

open daily from 7am

from

£32
per month

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Reduced costs for fitness classes
Free gym induction (call to book)
Free racket hire in the games hall

10% off in restaurants on meals over £5 p.p Sun - Thur
10% off Aspa treatments Mon - Thur, subject to availability

10% off clothing & giftware at Spa Resort Shop on purchases over £5
Adult members can sign in guests to use hotel leisure facilities (charges apply)
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Developing a national 
centre for island care
A series of recommenda-
tions aimed at improving 
primary healthcare for 
remote, rural and island 
communities has been 
welcomed by Arran’s 
MSP, Kenneth Gibson.

�ese include develop-
ing a National Centre for 
Remote, Rural and Island 
Care and rea�rming 
commitments to main-
taining GP income, made 
in a report by the Remote 
and Rural Working 
Group, chaired by Sir 
Lewis Ritchie.

Mr Gibson said: ‘People 
who live in island com-
munities have a right 
to expect access to the 
highest quality medical 
care. �e new GP contract 
is bringing improvements 
and the working group 
was established to help 
ensure that the challenges 
speci�c to rural and island 
areas were addressed.

‘�ese recommenda-
tions aim to enhance 
primary care across 
remote, rural and island 
communities by ensuring 

stability for GP incomes 
alongside other measures 
that support innovative 
approaches to the use of 
IT and physical infrastruc-
ture, as well as recruitment 
and retention practices.

Paramount
‘�e future well-being of 

Scottish general practice 
and primary care is of par-
amount importance both 
for those who receive and 
those who deliver services.

‘�ere is no one-size-�ts-
all approach to primary 
healthcare. �e next phase 
of reform will promote 
innovation and local 
solutions, with a focus on 
island communities. �is 
ties in perfectly with the 

concept of island proo�ng.
‘It is important to recruit 

and retain GPs and I 
welcome the prospect 
of increased stability for 
island practitioners,’ Mr 
Gibson added.

�e Remote and Rural 
Group was formed by 
the SNP government 
and the British Medical 
Association in June 2018 
to support the imple-
mentation of the new GP 
contract for remote, rural 
and island populations. 
�e full report is at:

ht tps://w w w.gov.scot/
publications/shaping-fu-
ture-together-report-re-
mote-rural-general-prac-
tice-working-group/

Kestral goes hunting after 
being nursed back to health

The weak kestral on the day she arrived. 

A young kestral is back happy 
hunting on Arran a�er being 
nursed back to health a�er 
she was found starving fol-
lowing the recent storms.

It is thought the bird is a 
young female, one of last 
year’s �edglings. She was 
found weak, thin, hungry and 
unable to �y on January 7 in 
Lochranza and brought into 
the Arran Vets surgery in 
Brodick that day.

�e kestrel was taken in 
by Judy Simmonds a�er her 
Springer Spaniel bitch, Truly, 
very gently picked her up in 
the garden where she was 
lying and carried her into the 
kitchen to her owner.

Sadly most young birds of 
prey do not make it through 
their �rst winter either be-
cause of starvation, road acci-
dents, rodenticide poisoning 
or �ying into electricity wires.

But vet practice owner 
Charlotte Clough was not 
going to let that happen. She 

told the Banner: ‘She has a 
truly wild, untamed, �erce 
nature but was ravenous from 
day one, eating everything 
that I o�ered and gradually 
gaining strength.’

She was �t enough to be 
released back to the wild from 

Charlotte’s shed in Shiskine 
last Saturday. ‘Being calm 
and sunny it seemed the right 
time to let her go. She needed 
a bit of pushing before she 
le� the cage then she soared 
across the garden, round the 
�elds and far away up into a 

distant tall spruce tree.
‘�ere’s very little that we 

can do for most ill or injured 
wildlife other than give 
them a peaceful end so it’s 

been fantastic to see this one 
recover.’

Charlotte added: ‘I may have 
seen her yesterday Monday 
morning hunting between 

Shiskine and Blackwaterfoot 
but I can’t be sure, of course, 
as it is hard to tell one from 
another.’

The healthy kestral looking out of the open door of the caged just before release.

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email address to Scottish 
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In
sp

ir
ed

 b
y 

E
ur

op
e’

s 
la

rg
es

t 
bi

rd
 o

f p
re

y;
 th

e 
W

h
it

e-
ta

ile
d 

E
ag

le
. 

W
h

it
et

ai
l G

in
 

co
m

bi
n

es
 s

tr
en

gt
h

 
&

 p
ow

er
 a

t 4
7%

 a
bv

 
w

it
h

 a
 s

m
oo

th
 a

n
d

 
de

lic
at

e 
fi

n
is

h
; i

t’s
 

al
l i

n
 th

e 
de

ta
il!

IN
S

P
IR

E
D

 
B

Y
 

N
A

T
U

R
E

 
A

N
D

 
S

O
U

R
C

E
D

 
IN

 M
U

L
L

w
w

w
.w

hi
te

ta
ilg

in
.c

om

t: 
01

68
1 

70
51

63

e:
 in

fo
@

w
hi

te
ta

ilg
in

.c
om

w
w

w
.s

co
tt

is
h

fi
el

d.
co

.u
k

24
3

En
tra

nt
s 

m
us

t b
e 

18
 o

r o
ve

r. 
Em

pl
oy

ee
s 

of
 S

co
tt

ish
 F

ie
ld

, t
he

 c
om

pe
tit

io
n 

pr
om

ot
er

s, 
an

d 
th

ei
r d

ire
ct

 fa
m

ili
es

 a
re

 in
el

ig
ib

le
 to

 e
nt

er
. N

o 
pu

rc
ha

se
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

. N
o 

ca
sh

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
 o

r 
al

te
rn

at
ive

 p
riz

e 
is 

av
ai

la
bl

e.
 T

he
 w

in
ne

r w
ill

 b
e 

in
fo

rm
ed

 b
y 

te
le

ph
on

e.
 U

su
al

 S
co

tt
ish

 F
ie

ld
 ru

le
s 

ap
pl

y.
W

e 
w

ill
 p

ro
te

ct
 y

ou
r p

er
so

na
l d

at
a.

 W
e 

on
ly

 g
at

he
r w

ha
t w

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r t
he

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 o
f t

hi
s 

co
m

pe
tit

io
n 

– y
ou

r n
am

e,
 a

dd
re

ss
, t

el
ep

ho
ne

 n
um

be
r a

nd
 e

m
ai

l a
dd

re
ss

. I
f y

ou
 w

ish
 to

 
re

ce
ive

 n
ew

s 
an

d 
of

fe
rs

 fr
om

 th
e 

th
ird

 p
ar

ty
 ru

nn
in

g 
th

e 
co

m
pe

tit
io

n,
 th

en
 p

le
as

e 
m

ar
k 

th
e 

w
or

ds
 “O

PT
 IN

” o
n 

yo
ur

 p
os

tc
ar

d 
en

tr
y. 

If 
yo

u 
en

te
r v

ar
io

us
 c

om
pe

tit
io

ns
 o

n 
on

e 
ca

rd
, y

ou
 

w
ill

 b
e 

op
tin

g 
in

 fo
r e

ve
ry

 c
om

pe
tit

io
n 

ru
nn

in
g.

 
U

nl
es

s 
yo

u 
op

t i
n 

to
 re

ce
ive

 fu
rth

er
 m

ar
ke

tin
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 w
e 

w
ill

 o
nl

y 
co

nt
ac

t y
ou

 if
 y

ou
 w

in
 a

 p
riz

e 
in

 th
e 

co
m

pe
tit

io
n.

 S
co

tt
ish

 F
ie

ld
 (W

yv
ex

 M
ed

ia
) w

ill
 re

ta
in

 y
ou

r i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
fo

r a
 

m
ax

im
um

 o
f 3

 m
on

th
s 

af
te

r t
he

 c
om

pe
tit

io
n 

cl
os

es
 a

nd
 th

en
 it

 w
ill

 b
e 

de
le

te
d.

 
If 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 o
pt

ed
 in

 to
 re

ce
ive

 th
ird

 p
ar

ty
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 th

e 
da

ta
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

su
pp

lie
d 

w
ill

 b
e 

pa
ss

ed
 to

 th
e 

th
ird

 p
ar

ty
 c

om
pa

ny
 ru

nn
in

g 
th

e 
co

m
pe

tit
io

n.
 T

hi
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

 fo
r t

he
 

pu
rp

os
es

 o
f t

he
 th

ird
 p

ar
ty

 c
on

ta
ct

in
g 

yo
u 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
ne

w
 p

ro
du

ct
s 

an
d 

se
rv

ic
es

 fo
r a

 p
er

io
d 

of
 3

 m
on

th
s, 

un
le

ss
 y

ou
 a

gr
ee

 to
 a

n 
ex

te
ns

io
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

th
ird

 p
ar

ty
 c

om
pa

ny
 a

t a
 la

te
r d

at
e

co
m
pe
tit
io
ns

O
FF

ER
S 

&
To

 e
nt

er
, s

en
d 

se
pa

ra
te

 e
nt

rie
s 

(in
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

en
ve

lo
pe

) w
ith

 y
ou

r n
am

e,
 a

dd
re

ss
, t

el
ep

ho
ne

 
nu

m
be

r a
nd

 e
m

ai
l a

dd
re

ss
 to

 S
co

tt
is

h 
Fi

el
d 

Co
m

pe
tit

io
ns

, F
et

te
s 

Pa
rk

, 4
96

 F
er

ry
 R

oa
d,

 
Ed

in
bu

rg
h 

EH
5 

2D
L 

or
 e

nt
er

 a
t w

w
w

.sc
ot

tis
hfi

el
d.

co
.u

k.
 C

lo
sin

g 
da

te
, u

nl
es

s 
ot

he
rw

ise
 

st
at

ed
, i

s 
30

 S
ep

te
m

be
r 2

01
9.

 W
in

ne
rs

 d
ra

w
n 

fr
om

 a
ll 

co
m

pe
tit

io
ns

 a
ls

o 
en

te
r a

 p
riz

e 
dr

aw
 to

 w
in

 a
 b

ot
tle

 o
f W

hi
te

ta
il 

G
in

. W
IN

 
A 

LU
XU

RY
 C

O
U

N
TR

Y 
H

O
U

SE
 S

TA
Y 

IN
 T

H
E 

H
ID

DE
N

 H
IG

H
LA

N
DS

M
us

t b
e 

re
de

em
ed

 w
ith

in
 si

x 
m

on
th

s o
f t

he
 d

ra
w

 d
at

e.
 C

an
no

t b
e 

re
de

em
ed

 b
et

w
ee

n 
or

 o
n 

23
rd

 D
ec

em
be

r -
 2

 J
an

ua
ry

,  
Ba

nk
 H

ol
id

ay
s, 

14
th

 -1
6t

h 
Fe

bu
ar

y 
. 

Hi
dd

en
 a

m
id

 2
0 

ac
re

s o
f w

on
de

rfu
l w

oo
dl

an
d,

 Fo
rss

 H
ou

se
 is

 a
 

tra
di

tio
na

l c
ou

nt
ry

 h
ou

se
 h

ot
el

. L
oc

at
ed

 o
n 

a 
lo

op
 o

f t
he

 g
en

tly
 

m
ea

nd
er

in
g 

Ri
ve

r F
or

ss
, in

 m
aj

es
tic

 C
ai

th
ne

ss
, t

hi
s i

s o
ne

 o
f t

he
 

w
ild

es
t p

la
ce

s i
n 

Br
ita

in
.

En
jo

y 
aw

ar
d-

w
in

ni
ng

 d
in

in
g 

in
 th

e 
2A

A 
Ro

se
tte

 re
st

au
ra

nt
, 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
th

e 
ge

nu
in

e 
w

ar
m

th
 o

f S
co

tti
sh

 h
os

pi
ta

lit
y 

an
d 

fo
llo

w
 

in
 th

e 
fo

ot
st

ep
s o

f o
ur

 P
ict

ish
 a

nd
 N

or
se

 a
nc

es
to

rs 
– 

di
sc

ov
er

in
g 

m
in

d-
bl

ow
in

g 
la

nd
sc

ap
es

, s
oa

rin
g 

se
a 

cli
ffs

 a
nd

 d
es

er
te

d 
st

re
tc

he
s o

f c
oa

st
lin

e.
 A

bo
ut

 a
s f

ar
 n

or
th

 a
s y

ou
 ca

n 
ge

t, 
th

is 
pr

et
ty

 1
4-

be
dr

oo
m

 h
ot

el
 is

 a
 p

la
ce

 fo
r l

ife
’s

 a
dv

en
tu

re
rs,

 o
ne

 fo
r 

th
e 

di
sc

ov
er

er
s –

 th
e 

bo
un

da
ry

 p
us

he
rs 

an
d 

th
e 

bu
ck

et
 lis

te
rs.

Th
e 

w
in

ne
r a

nd
 th

ei
r g

ue
st

 w
ill 

en
jo

y 
a 

on
e-

ni
gh

t s
ta

y 
in

 a
 

m
as

te
r b

ed
ro

om
, a

 th
re

e-
co

ur
se

 d
in

ne
r, 

fu
ll S

co
tti

sh
 b

re
ak

fa
st

 
an

d 
a 

w
hi

sk
y 

fli
gh

t f
or

 tw
o.

 W
or

th
 o

ve
r £

35
0,

 th
is 

is 
yo

ur
 ch

an
ce

 
to

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

th
e 

ve
ry

 fi
ne

st
 S

co
tti

sh
 h

os
pi

ta
lit

y.

If 
yo

u’
d 

lik
e 

a 
ch

an
ce

 to
 w

in
 th

is
 a

m
az

in
g 

pr
iz

e,
 a

ns
w

er
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

qu
es

tio
n.

 
W

hi
ch

 ri
ve

r r
un

s a
lo

ng
si

de
 th

e 
ho

te
l?

W
IN

 
A 

ST
RA

N
RA

ER
 O

YS
TE

R 
FE

ST
IV

AL
 B

RE
AK

 A
T 

N
O

RT
H

 W
ES

T 
CA

ST
LE

 

N
B:

 T
he

 c
lo

sin
g 

da
te

 fo
r t

hi
s c

om
pe

tit
io

n 
is 

Fr
id

ay
 3

0t
h 

Au
gu

st

En
jo

y 
a 

fa
nt

as
tic

 fo
od

ie
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
w

ith
 a

 tw
o 

ni
gh

t S
tra

nr
ae

r 
Oy

st
er

 Fe
st

iva
l p

ac
ka

ge
 a

t N
or

th
 W

es
t C

as
tle

 H
ot

el
. 

St
ra

nr
ae

r O
ys

te
r F

es
tiv

al
 is

 p
ac

ke
d 

w
ith

 fu
n 

an
d 

fla
vo

ur
. 

Ce
le

br
at

in
g 

th
e 

w
ild

, n
at

ive
 o

ys
te

rs 
of

 Lo
ch

 R
ya

n 
th

is 
fo

od
 fe

st
iva

l 
in

clu
de

s c
el

eb
rit

y 
ch

ef
 d

em
on

st
ra

tio
ns

, t
he

 S
co

tti
sh

 S
hu

ck
in

g 
Ch

am
pi

on
sh

ip
s, 

fo
od

ie
 w

or
ks

ho
ps

, d
in

in
g 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
, a

n 
ar

tis
an

 
m

ar
ke

t, 
fa

m
ily

 fr
ie

nd
ly 

ac
tiv

iti
es

, s
tre

et
 fo

od
, li

ve
 m

us
ic 

an
d 

m
or

e.
Yo

ur
 S

tra
nr

ae
r O

ys
te

r F
es

tiv
al

 p
ac

ka
ge

, w
or

th
 £

32
0 

m
us

t b
e 

ta
ke

n 
on

 Fr
id

ay
 1

3 
an

d 
Sa

tu
rd

ay
 1

4 
Se

pt
em

be
r, i

nc
lu

de
s d

in
ne

r, 
be

d 
an

d 
br

ea
kfa

st
, p

lu
s r

oo
m

 u
pg

ra
de

 a
nd

 w
in

e. 
As

 w
ell

 a
s 

we
ek

en
d 

tic
ke

ts
 to

 S
tra

nr
ae

r O
ys

te
r F

es
tiv

al
 a

nd
 to

 o
ne

 ce
leb

rit
y 

ch
ef

 d
em

on
st

ra
tio

n,
 a

nd
 tw

o 
tic

ke
ts

 to
 th

e 
Sa

tu
rd

ay
 e

ve
ni

ng
 B

ig
 

Oy
st

er
 B

as
h.

If 
yo

u’
d 

lik
e 

a 
ch

an
ce

 to
 w

in
 th

is
 a

m
az

in
g 

pr
iz

e,
 a

ns
w

er
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

qu
es

tio
n.

 
W

ha
t n

at
io

na
l c

he
f c

om
pe

tit
io

n 
ta

ke
s p

la
ce

 a
t S

tr
an

ra
er

 O
ys

te
r F

es
tiv

al
?

T&
Cs

 – 
th

e 
pr

iz
e 

is 
fo

r t
he

 S
tra

nr
ae

r O
ys

te
r F

es
tiv

al
 P

ac
ka

ge
, p

lu
s 

up
gr

ad
es

, a
t t

he
 N

or
th

 W
es

t C
as

tle
 H

ot
el

, p
lu

s 
St

ra
nr

ae
r O

ys
te

r F
es

tiv
al

 ti
ck

et
s. 

Th
e 

pr
iz

e 
m

us
t b

e 
ta

ke
n 

on
 1

3t
h 

an
d 

14
th

 S
ep

te
m

be
r 2

01
9.

 T
he

 p
riz

e 
is 

fo
r 2

 a
du

lts
 s

ha
rin

g 
a 

ro
om

. T
he

 w
in

ne
r w

ill
 b

e 
se

nt
 a

 v
ou

ch
er

 fo
r t

he
ir 

pr
iz

e.
 T

he
 ro

om
 a

nd
 B

ig
 B

as
h 

tic
ke

ts
 h

av
e 

al
re

ad
y 

be
en

 re
se

rv
ed

 a
nd

 
al

lo
ca

te
d 

to
 th

e 
w

in
ne

r b
y 

N
or

th
 W

es
t C

as
tle

. U
se

 o
f d

at
a:

 S
tra

nr
ae

r D
ev

el
op

m
en

t T
ru

st
, o

rg
an

ise
rs

 o
f S

tra
nr

ae
r O

ys
te

r F
es

tiv
al

, w
ill

 u
se

 a
ny

 d
at

a 
re

ce
ive

d 
fro

m
 th

is 
co

m
pe

tit
io

n 
fo

r t
he

 
pu

rp
os

es
 o

f s
en

di
ng

 e
m

ai
l m

ar
ke

tin
g 

ab
ou

t S
tra

nr
ae

r O
ys

te
r F

es
tiv

al
, in

cl
ud

in
g 

de
ta

ils
 o

f p
ro

gr
am

m
es

 a
nd

 ti
ck

et
 o

ffe
rs

. I
t w

ill
 n

ot
 b

e 
so

ld
 o

r g
ive

n 
to

 a
ny

 th
ird

 p
ar

tie
s, 

an
d 

w
ill

 n
ot

 b
e 

us
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 o

th
er

 p
ur

po
se

.

24
3_

sf0
9.

in
dd

   
24

3
24

/0
7/

20
19

   
17

:4
6:

16

Inspired by 
Europe’s largest 
bird of prey; the 

White-tailed Eagle. 
Whitetail Gin 

combines strength 
& power at 47% abv 
with a smooth and 
delicate finish; it’s 

all in the detail!

INSPIRED 
BY 

NATURE 
AND 

SOURCED 
IN MULL

www.whitetailgin.com

t: 01681 705163

e: info@whitetailgin.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk 169

competitions
To enter, send entries with your name, address, telephone number and email address 
to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL or 
enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 29 February 
2020. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to win a bottle of 
Whitetail Gin.

OFFERS &

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
WIN A VOYAGE OF LUXURY FOR TWO ON SCOTLAND’S ONLY FLOATING HOTEL – FINGAL 

For your chance to win, simply answer the question below. 
How many cabins does Fingal have?

Celebrate the romance of this historic ship, where every contour and curve, every angle and tilt of Fingal is treasured to 
offer a totally unique experience, removed from your everyday world.

Fingal started life as a lighthouse tender, helping maintain lighthouses and transporting their keepers, equipment and 
supplies to some of the most treacherous locations in Scotland. Now she has been transformed into an exquisite 23-cabin 
boutique hotel and exclusive use venue berthed in Leith, Edinburgh by the award-winning team at The Royal Yacht 
Britannia. A hotel with all the glamour and style of a superyacht but with an old-world elegance that is completely unique.

PRIZE – A VOYAGE OF LUXURY
It all begins the moment you and your guest step on board along the red carpeted gangway. Once you are settled into 
your cabin, make your way to The Lighthouse Bar and choose from either afternoon tea or supper and enjoy one of 
Fingal’s signature cocktails – why not try our crew’s favourite, the Captain’s Negroni.

Then, descend the spiral staircase back to your cabin and let the sense of escapism stay with you. A space full of 
softness with elegant curves and contours to admire. Circular windows and fabrics for the senses and lamps to cast a warm 
glow. And, don’t forget your wonderfully soft and snug Johnstons of Elgin cashmere socks! Wake up relaxed and enjoy 
Fingal’s full Scottish breakfast before you disembark.

An overnight stay for two people sharing a Classic Cabin on the Voyage of Luxury Package. Includes afternoon tea or supper for two 
people. Includes one cocktail per person. Subject to availability and valid Sunday to Thursday until 30 June 2020.

169_sf02.indd   169 19/12/2019   11:59:59
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Buddies hold their biggest 
beach clean ups on Arran
Beach Buddies Arran carried 
out its most successful day 
in both numbers attending, 
and rubbish collected, last 
Sunday.

�e day started with 21 
adults and some kids and 
dogs from around the island 
doing   a last-minute beach 
clean at Blackwaterfoot 
beach.

It had been reported that a 
substantial amount of rubbish 
had been washed up in recent 
storms and, whilst some had 
been washed back out to sea 
and locals had been picking 
up rubbish on their daily 
walks, a substantial amount 
of rubbish was removed.

In the a�ernoon 20 adults, 

plus kids and dogs,   includ-
ing an   impressive number 
of Imachar/Whitefarland 
residents,  carried out a beach 
clean at the beautiful Imachar 
shore. 

A huge haul of rubbish, 
including many damaged 
lobster creels, was removed.

Many thanks went to all who 
turned up and helped with the 
Buddies’  most successful day 
of cleaning to date. Check the 
group facebook page Beach 
Buddies Arran for details of 
the next clean at a venue to 
be decided in February. �e 
group thanks sponsors Isle of 
Arran Dairy Ice Cream and 
the Parlour Brodick for their 
continued support.

The rubbish collected from Blackwaterfoot beach. 
Clearing the beach at 

Imachar. 

The van is packed with damaged lobster 
creels. 

The Beach Buddies ready 
to get to work at Imachar 
shore. 

Clearing up at the dramatic 
Imachar rocks.
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Souper support enjoyed 
for Kalimpong homes
What wonderful support the 
soup and sandwiches event 
enjoyed for Dr Graham’s 
Homes, Kalimpong.

Supporters help themselves to a wide variety of sandwiches. 01_B04kalimpong02

People arrived at Brodick 
church hall until closing time 
last Saturday to sample the 
delicious soup, sandwiches, 

chat and partake in the fabu-
lous ra�  e.  Good to welcome 
familiar faces at the event, 
which has now been running 
for 13 years, and some new 
faces too. Good to see you, 
please come again.

Many thanks to the Friends 
of Kalimpong and to you 
our faithful supporters who 
helped raise the amazing sum 
of £753, plus some generous 
donations brought the total to 
£1,200.

� is amount is almost 
enough to support a child 
at DGH for one year, a very 
rewarding day. 

Janice Small
Photographs:  Colin Smeeton

Supporters enjoy their lunch. 01_B04kalimpong04Ra�  e tickets being sold. 01_B04kalimpong03

Heather Gough helps serve up the soup. 01_B04kalimpong05
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UK government fails on 
broadband funding
Last week in the Commons, North Ayrshire 
and Arran MP Patricia Gibson challenged the 
UK government about its failure to properly 
fund broadband across Scotland a� er it re-
fused to acknowledge its � nancial responsibil-
ities for this matter.

Despite connectivity and broadband being 
entirely reserved to Westminster, the SNP 
government has invested £580 million in the 
‘R100’ programme to deliver super-fast broad-
band to every home and business in Scotland. 
� e UK Government has contributed £21 
million – just 3.5 per cent of the total funding.

Mrs Gibson said: ‘What is clear is the Tory 
UK government’s complete and utter failure 
to allocate adequate funding for the rollout 
of broadband in Scotland, which has le�  the 
Scottish government to make up the massive 
shortfall that is entirely the responsibility of 
Westminster. 

‘� e SNP government has already made 
excellent progress in delivering wider access 
to superfast broadband across North Ayrshire, 

Arran and Scotland,  to make sure Scotland is 
not le�  behind. But there is still more to do. 
It’s not too late for the Tory Government to 
step up to the plate and join us by ful� lling 
its remit and investing in broadband here in 
North Ayrshire and across Scotland.

‘Broadband is essential to ensuring commu-
nities like Arran are connected and businesses 
are competitive, and the UK Government 
must provide Scotland with its fair share of 
overall funding for the rollout of high-speed 
broadband.

Disadvantaged
‘If it was le�  to the Tories at Westminster, 

our rural and island communities would be 
disadvantaged in digital connectivity for years 
to come. It is only the SNP Government which 
has the ambition of making Scotland one of 
the best-connected nations in Europe. All of 
Scotland.

‘It is time for the UK government to step 
up to the plate on this issue and stop selling 
Scotland short.’

New work at Fisherman’s 
Walk damaged by storms
� e latest victim of the new 
year storms to emerge is the 
Fisherman’s Walk in Brodick.

� e extension work to the 
popular shore walk reported 
by the Banner has been dam-
aged by Storm Brendan which 
battered the island for days, 
however, it is not too serious.

� e Arran Access Trust has 
just spent £16,000 extending 
the boardwalk at the Brodick 
end another 70 metres along 
the shore to try to raise the 
height of the walk above the 
high tide.

Alastair Deery, who took 
the photograph, right, 
showing the damage, said: 
‘A south wind and a single 
high tide wrecked new work 
on Fisherman’s Walk. A tide 
barrier is needed in the bay 
here.’

The Fisherman’s Walk extension which has been damaged. 

Access trust chairman 
Malcolm Whitmore said: 
‘Having been alerted to 
the damage last � ursday I 
visited on Friday morning to 
� nd Scott Murdoch’s Arran 
Footpaths and Forestry team 
already on the case and 
e� ecting repairs.

Modifi cations
‘Despite the   combination 

of exceptionally high tide 
and gale force winds the 
majority of the boardwalk 
weathered the storm without 
damage indicating that the 
modi� cations made to the 
route during last summer 
have been successful.

‘� e most recent work 
was aimed at extending the 
boardwalk beyond the con-
crete bridges which regularly 
� ooded at spring tides and 

again this work has been a 
success having raised the 
walkway beyond the reach of 
normal tides.

‘Maintaining the 
Fisherman’s Walk in the 
face of increasingly severe 
weather events and rising 
sea levels is always going to 
be a challenge but the access 
trust is conscious of its value 
to the many users   – it may 
well be the most walked 
path on Arran – and we are 
committed to keeping it open 
and walkable for as long as is 
possible.’

Meanwhile, the � ooding 
clear up has been continuing 
around the island with ex-
tensive damage having been 
caused to road surfaces and 
rivers and burns still full to 
over� owing.

Flooding on the shorefront at Whiting Bay is, at last, beginning to receed. 

Ayrshire & Arran... 
Outlander author Diana Gabaldon... 
Scotland’s wild goats... Scotland’s top 

independent schools... Stunning wedding 
photography... Comedian Sanjeev Kohli...  

Top tattie recipes

February issue
Ayrshire 
& Arran 
Area feature
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

Thought for the week

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Say sorry

‘In peace I will lie down and 
sleep, for you alone, Lord, make 
me dwell in safety.’ Psalm 4:8

Path praise
Sir,
On behalf of the residents of 
Lochranza I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all those 
involved in the construction and 
upgrade of the shore path from 
Newton Point to the Fairy Dell.

Yours,
Ken � orburn,
Lochranza and Catacol
Village Association.

Nursery support
Sir,
I speak with the authority of 
one with 37 years’ experience in
primary teaching with additional 
quali� cations in infants and nursery.
I was in the forefront of nursery 
education in primary schools in
Ayrshire and trained nursery nurses 
when head teacher at Springside
Primary School.

� e few designated nursery schools 
then were sta� ed by quali� ed
nursery nurses and a head who was a 
quali� ed teacher.

Prior to that there were ‘day nurs-
eries’ which were not educational
establishments, run by social work. 
� ey provided care for children 
from birth to school age.

� ere were childminders and play-
groups, all of whom, by law, had to be
registered and for which the parents 
had to pay.

Children were registered to attend 
school according to their date of
birth and provided that they were 
considered ‘ready’ i.e. out of nappies.

I welcomed the provision of nursery 
education for all four-year-olds as
an opportunity for children to social-
ise. I am impressed with what I have 
seen here at Corrie School and on the
mainland. I know how tiring it is for 
three-year-olds and can’t imagine
how two-year-olds can cope!

I regret that Brodick Nursery, 
which does a splendid job in di�  cult
circumstances, may have to close 
with the loss to three- and four-year-
olds of good educational experience.

Could North Ayrshire consider pro-
vision of a Portacabin similar to that
formerly at Corrie, based, say, in the 
grounds of Brodick Primary School

and provide for the children there 
what is available to others elsewhere
on the island.

� is is a cause which must be 
supported.

Yours,
Elma Stevenson,
Sannox.

Big Garden Birdwatch
Sir,
As you know, this is the weekend 
of the Big Garden Birdwatch.   So 
stock up your bird feeders, spend 
one hour of your weekend watching 
your garden birds, and note down 
the highest number you see of each 
bird species.

Last year nearly half a million 
people throughout the UK took part 
in this valuable exercise, and around 
30 people on Arran took part.   For 
more information visit this website 
Big Garden Birdwatch | All You 
Need to Know About Taking Part 
– RSPB   https://www.rspb.org.uk/
get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
ever y thing-you-need-to-k now-
about-big-garden-birdwatch/

� ese results provide a ‘snapshot’ 
of the numbers of birds in each 
region and comparisons with data 
from previous years give an indica-
tion of what may be happening to 
garden bird populations.

As well as sending your records to 
RSPB please also send them to me, 
if possible by Sunday February 9. 
� e RSPB, in their collation, lump 
Arran with North Ayrshire, whereas 
I am interested in looking at the 
� gures for Arran alone.   Each year 
I share the collated information 
with participants and more widely 
through my Banner articles and the 
arranbirding website.

Finally if you enjoy your garden 
birds not only take part in the RSPB 
weekend but consider joining the 
British Trust for Ornithology’s 
Garden BirdWatch.

It is not just one weekend but 
every week. Observations collected 
by BTO Garden BirdWatchers are 
analysed by BTO researchers and 
published in leading journals.

BTO Garden BirdWatchers have 
charted the decline of the house 
sparrow, the rise of the woodpigeon, 

have discovered that urban birds get 
up later than their rural counter-
parts,  have alerted conservationists 
to the impact of an emerging disease 
in green� nches and much more.

On Arran there are currently nine 
homes taking part in this straightfor-
ward enjoyable yet valuable exercise. 
If you would like to � nd out more 
about the BTO Garden BirdWatch 
contact me or visit the BTO website.
� ank you for all your support.

Yours,
Jim Cassels,
Arran bird recorder.

Turkana appeal
Sir,
Mary’s Meals has launched an 
urgent appeal to feed chronically 
hungry children in Turkana, one of 
the driest and most impoverished 
parts of Kenya.

We already serve nutritious meals 
to more than 23,000 children in 
nurseries in Turkana, but prima-
ry-aged pupils have not received 
meals since a programme run by an-
other organisation stopped around a 
year ago.

Desperate pupils can o� en be 
found watching children at neigh-
bouring nurseries being fed, and we 
have heard heartbreaking reports of 
children as young as three saving 
their food to take home for hungry 
siblings.

Mary’s Meals already feeds more 
than 1.5 million children in 18 of 
the world’s poorest countries every 
school day. We are determined to 
continue feeding these children 
while expanding, as funds allow, to 
reach primary school children in 
Turkana.

Your readers can support our ap-
peal by visiting marysmeals.org.uk/
turkana or phoning 0800 698 1212.

Yours,
Daniel Adams,
UK executive director of 
Mary’s Meals.

Foul-mouthed rabble
Sir,
I write to o� er my full backing to the 
letter from Richard Henderson of 
Lochranza published in your edition 
of January 11.

Whilst weather conditions ob-
viously play a signi� cant part in 
respect of ferry cancellations, the 
fact that the ferries themselves are 
way beyond their life expectancy 
can be wholly laid at the door of the 
Scottish government whose gross 
incompetence has led to signi� cant 
delays in the building of new ferries.

One cannot help but ponder the 
thoughts on the subject of the small 
band of island residents who were 
unable to attend the march through 
Glasgow that very same day due to 
the selfsame ferry cancellations. 
� is march – attended by 10,156 ac-
cording to o�  cial police � gures, not 
the 80,000 stated in your edition of 
January 18 – saw banners proclaim-
ing support for the IRA as well as 
abusive and foul-mouthed slogans 
directed at certain individuals and 
organisations. What were the police 
doing about the public display of 
such foul-mouthed slogans – and 
what exactly were they doing about 
the intimidation and harassment of 
innocent passers-by in the streets of 
the city centre?

Methinks the ferry cancellations 
did the island residents a favour by 
denying them the opportunity to be 
associated with such a foul-mouthed 
rabble.

Yours,
Bobby Whitacre,
Glasgow.

Celebrating older 
people
Sir,
It is widely accepted that we have 
an epidemic of loneliness, not just 
among older people, but younger 
people too. But our research shows 
a chink of light.

Almost half of 22-35-year-olds we 
polled spend time with someone 
aged 65+ who they are not related to 
– like a neighbour or friend – every 
week, and turn to them for advice. 

We’re calling on people to reach 
out to older people and ask for their 
life lessons. 

Yours, 
 Sam Monaghan.
Chief executive Methodist Homes
 (MHA), Derby.

� ere was one word missing 
from the many, many words 
spoken by CalMac bosses on 
Arran this week ... sorry!

In the corporate world these 
days it is of course hard to 
say sorry as it could incur 
liability. But is the entire 
population of Arran, and 
hundreds of visitors, really 
going to try to sue CalMac 
because the ferries didn’t run? 
We doubt it.

I will go further and suggest 
they could have added four 
more words – sorry, it won’t 
happen again. � ey said quite 
the opposite. 

CalMac boss Robbie 
Drummond was almost at 
pains to point out that it 
could well happen again since 
they seem pretty determined 
to keep the Caley Isles 
re� t in January, whatever the 
consequences – although it 
could stay another day or so.

And that really was the 
theme of the answers which 
CalMac poured out at the Isle 
of Arran Ferry Committee 
this week. We won’t do that, 
we can’t do that, that’s not 
in the contract. Which all 
got a bit much even for the 
chairman Iain � omson 
who told them the islanders 
needed a ‘can do’ not a ‘no can 
do’ attitude.

Yes, CalMac listened and 
took away some actions to 
consider. But we will not hold 
our breath for a much needed 
major review of the entire 
service.

My worry is the next 
time we meet may be in 
Campbeltown.
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At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’ Code of 
Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes 
happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a signi�cant mistake and 
you wish to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing editor@
arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis�ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, which 
will investigate the matter, by emailing: 
inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if 
they have a name, full address and phone number.

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK

Spectacular 
skies over
Arran

Reader Allan Napier sent this spectacular photograph taken in Catacol. 

Arran was treated to some splendid sunsets across the island 
on Sunday evening, as these readers’ pictures prove.

�e sky turned all shades of red, orange and purple because 
of an unusual combination of weather conditions.

Geo� Monk, from the Mountain Weather Information 
Service, said a front was passing across Scotland at dusk on 
Sunday.

‘Normally when a front comes in it rains and there’s cloud at 
all sorts of levels,’ he told BBC Radio Scotland’s Good Morning 
Scotland programme.

However, Sunday evening was di�erent. He said: ‘We had 
exceedingly clear air below the cloud. �e only clouds were 
thin layers up at about 12-14,000 feet (4,300m).

‘Because no other cloud was coming in below it or even above 
it the sun – when it was virtually horizontal at dawn and dusk 
near the horizon – re�ected o� the bottom of the cloud giving 
those vivid colours.’

Charles Currie sent the Banner this super view of an 
orange sky over Kintyre on Sunday night. 
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Community sport 
hub information
drop-in session
On Thursday January 30 
from 6pm to 8pm there will 
be a drop-in information 
session about the new 
community sport hub. This 
will be held in the canteen 
area within Arran High 
School and is open to all 
island community sports 
clubs.

There will be information 
about what the community 
hub is and the bene�ts of 
joining.

This session will be 
delivered by the KA 
community hubs manager, 
Scott Robertson and Active 
Schools co-ordinator for the 
Arran cluster Lauren Gilbert.

They will be able to answer 
any questions that may arise. 
There will also be sign-up 
sheets available on the night 
for any community sports 
clubs which are interested.

Local produce sees 
school dinners retain 
gold award standard

The council team with the certi�cate are, left to right: senior manager Carolyn Hope, 
team manager Una Doolan, catering supervisor Linda Gibson, catering assistant Roslyn 
Ferguson and Councillor Jim Montgomerie. 

Arran has helped North 
Ayrshire Council retain the 
Gold Food for Life Served 
Here award for the seventh 
year running.

Awarded by Soil Association 
Scotland, the prestigious gold 
accreditation recognises the 
council’s continued commit-
ment to making good food 
the easy choice, championing 
environmentally sustainable, 
ethical food options, sourced 
by local suppliers.

�e prestigious accolade has 
been awarded to all 49 North 
Ayrshire primary schools in 
addition to 15 early years cen-
tres and Arran High School.

And the latest �gures show 
that the majority of ingre-
dients for North Ayrshire 

school meals are from 
Scotland.

A total of 73 per cent of the 
ingredients are produced in 
the UK with more than 57 
per cent of the fare coming 
from Scottish suppliers of 
which more than 27 per cent 
of the annual spend is from 
Ayrshire food producers.

Councillor Jim 
Montgomerie, cabinet mem-
ber for place, said the council 
was a front-runner when it 
came to serving up delicious, 
healthy meals to school 
children.

He said: ‘We are proud of 
our continued record in using 
local produce and supporting 
businesses in Ayrshire and 
across Scotland. Our pupils 

are able to enjoy some of the 
�nest school menus anywhere 
in the country and the quality 
of the food is second to none.

‘We are one of only two 
local Scottish authorities to 
hold the Gold Food for Life 
Served Here award, and the 
only authority to hold it for 
every primary school and 
early years setting, so parents 
can rest assured that their 
children are getting the very 
best local produce available.’

�e Food for Life Scotland 
programme, funded by the 
Scottish Government and 
delivered by Soil Association 
Scotland, supports councils 
to get more locally-sourced  
food on the table. Caterers are 
recognised for serving fresh 
food, sourcing environmen-
tally sustainable and ethical 
food, making healthy eating 
easy and championing local 

food producers. Achievement 
is independently certi�ed at 
three levels – Bronze, Silver, 
and Gold – with North 
Ayrshire achieving the high-
est certi�cation every year 
since 2013.

�e Gold award rewards lo-
cal authorities for every pen-
ny spent on food produced in 
Scotland, and is only given 
to organisations serving up 
meals in which 15 per cent of 
ingredients are organic.

Local ingredients
Carolyn Hope, the council’s 

senior facilities manager, 
says the council goes to great 
lengths to ensure its catering 
team continues to use the 
best, local ingredients to 
retain the Gold Food for Life 
Served Here award.

She said: ‘Each year, the 
Soil Association audits our 
catering units to inspect our 

food purchases, provisions 
stock and lunch menus to 
ensure compliance with their 
Gold Food for Life catering 
standard.

‘We work hard to ensure we 
can support local suppliers 
by sourcing the healthiest 
possible ingredients. For 
example, almost 18 per cent 
of our fresh ingredients are 
organic including Scottish 
milk, pasta, rice, �our, meat 
and bananas.

‘All the milk, yoghurt, 
cheese, seasonal fruit and 
vegetables are from Scotland 
when available, the eggs are 
free range from an Ayrshire 
farm and our fresh �sh is 
Marine Stewardship Council 
certi�ed sustainable seafood 
and fully traceable. None 
of our food contains unde-
sirable additives, arti�cial 
trans fats or GM ingredients 
and all our meat is ethically 
sourced to ensure UK welfare 
standards. We take a huge 
amount of care over every 
single ingredient which goes 
into our school kitchens.

‘We want our children to get 
the best possible start in life 
and, for me, that means serv-
ing up healthy, nutritious, 
local produce in our dining 
halls every single day.’

Happy 40th Birthday 
love from all the family
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Sensational Alex 
Harvey Experience
Get the full live Sensational 
Alex Harvey Experience 
when the band make a wel-
come return to Arran this 
weekend.

� ey will play the PHT 
in Lamlash at 9pm today 
(Saturday January 25). � ey 
have been described by the 
legendary SABH guitarist 
Zal Cleminson as ‘the best 
SABH tribute by far’. � e 
idea came about when the 
band were asked to headline 

Arran Youth Foundations 
has been shortlisted for 
two awards at Youthlink 
Scotland’s national youth 
work awards.

Having been nominated by 
young people who attend the 
group, the charity has made it 
down to the � nal three in two 
separate categories – commu-
nity-based youth work, and 
volunteer of the year – for its 
committed and hard-working 
volunteer, and Brodick resi-
dent Chris Attkins.

� e awards ceremony 
will take place on � ursday 
March 12 at the Crowne 
Plaza in Glasgow, where the 
winners of each award will be 
announced.

AYF has a successful 
history at the event. In 2015, 
its sessional youth worker 
Bruce Mackintosh won Youth 
Worker of the Year (sessional 
paid/part time). 

In 2016, youth work project 
manager Graeme Johnston 
was shortlisted in the full-
time youth worker of the year 
category – in 2017, he was 
shortlisted again and won 
it this time. � e same year, 
Hollie Watkins won part-
time youth worker of the year 

Youth group up 
for two awards

for the charity. � e team was  
back again in 2018, winning 
the inaugural mental health 

and wellbeing award. On this 
latest announcement, Graeme  
said: ‘I can’t wait for the 

team to have another night 
at the National Youth Work 
Awards. We are delighted to 
learn we are shortlisted in 
two categories.

‘I am particularly pleased 
for our volunteer, Chris, who 
gives up every Friday night 
without fail and helps out in 
many other ways – o� ering 
free counselling to young 
people in his role as a psy-
chologist, for example. He is 
a gem of a guy and the award 
would be well-deserved.

‘We are also so chu� ed we 
have made it to the � nal three 
in the community-based 
award. We take our role in 
the community of Arran very 
seriously. We try to ensure 
that the youth centre is a 
positive place for all of the is-
land’s young people and that 
through that, we have the 
young people out and around 
Arran doing good work in 
their own community – so it 
means a lot to be recognised 
for this important work.’

Chris Attkins has been 
nominated for the vol-
unteer of the year award. 
01_B04chris01

SAHBROCK VI in 2013 and 
to do a SAHB tribute and went 
down a storm. So much so, by 
popular demand, they decid-
ed to keep this project going 
as it was both fun to perform, 
with all the theatrics and the 
songs, but also because the 
die-hard fans wanted to hear 
SAHB all over again.  

� ey are highly recom-
mended, and it has been said 
that the boys are one of the 
best live bands in the circuit.

The Alex Harvey Experience will play the PHT in Lamlash.

Up to £20,000 in funding available for local projects
Arran’s charities and good causes are 
being encouraged to apply for funding 
from more than £3 million that has been 
raised by the players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery.

Applications are open until February 
4, and a whole host of good causes from 
voluntary groups to community interest 
companies, as well as registered chari-
ties, can apply for grants between £500 
and £20,000.

� e funding will be awarded through 
three separate trusts which each support 
projects focused on di� erent themes: the 
People’s Postcode Trust, the Postcode 
Community Trust and the Postcode 
Local Trust.

Ballet classes for people with 
Parkinson’s disease, soup kitchens and 
sensory gardens are just a few examples 
of projects which have previously re-
ceived funding. Good causes are advised 

to take advantage of this opportunity by 
reading the short funding guides availa-
ble and applying to the trust that best � ts 
the aims of their project.

A minimum of 32 per cent of ticket 
sales goes directly to charities and 
players of People’s Postcode Lottery have 
helped to raise more than £500 million 
to date for good causes across Great 
Britain and internationally. For more 
information visit the trusts’ websites.
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Third Age university 
launches on Arran
At last the launch of Arran’s 
own U3A (University of the 
� ird Age) has been con-
� rmed for Tuesday January 28 
in Brodick hall at 2pm.

Everyone is welcome to � nd 
out   all about the movement, 
which will provide oppor-
tunities for people who have 
retired from full time work  to 
meet others and follow new 
interests or revisit old ones.

Almost 500,000 older people 
across the UK are members of 
the organisation which has 
more than 1,000 groups.  One 
of the attractive things about 
the groups is that they are 
all di� erent, all independent, 
supported by a central trust. 

On January 28 Ann Keating, 
who is head of the Scottish 
trust will be attending the 
launch.

� e day has been organised 
because of the enthusiasm of 
islanders, who have helped by 
suggesting topics and giving 
encouragement.  

Many people have already 
asked to join, to provide skills 
or help generally. � is will 
be possible on the day when 
there will be approximately 
10 tables with a leader on each 
to explain what is on o� er and 
the opportunity will be avail-
able to suggest other subjects 

Boots are being looked 
out for walking. 

people may wish to follow. 
� ere is no commitment, 

though there will be forms to 
� ll at the time or take away 
and think about .

Groups already proposed 
include: games (chess for be-
ginners, social bridge, cryptic 
crosswords); outdoor pursuits 
(wildlife, bat walks, walking); 
arts (visual arts, sketching, 
photography); languages 
(French, German, Italian); 
literature (book groups, 
poetry, creative writing); 

sports (badminton, tennis, 
keep � t, Tai Chi); music and 
dance (ballroom and Latin, 
etc, learning the � ddle, music 
appreciation, movement). 

Others could include gene-
alogy, lunch club, local histo-
ry, computing, cra� s, science, 
cookery and discussion of 
topical issues.

Of course not all are guar-
anteed and what happens will 
depend on the response at the 
meeting. It is hoped everyone  
will learn from each other, 

help each other and have lots 
of fun.   In addition to the 
individual groups, there will 
be monthly meetings, many 
with speakers, and there 
will be an opportunity to get 
together informally and to get 
help from each other.

On the day Mrs Keating 
will explain the concept and 
answer questions.   � ere 
will be refreshments and en-
tertainment from the Arran 
choir Ain’t Misbehavin’. 

Mairi S Christie

Some of the steering committee: Sharon Gregg, George Christie, Karyn Costa, Mhairi 
Smeir and Mairi Christie. 

Music and games are just two of the proposed groups. 

ALWAYS A GENUINE 
WARM WELCOME

SERVING BREAKFAST, 
TEA, COFFEE, SCONES, 

SHARING PLATTERS 
AND MEALS 

ALL FRESHLY PREPARED

FOOD SERVED DAILY 
UNTIL 9PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE CALL US ON 
01770 302968

OR EMAIL
stay@thedouglashotel.co.uk

www.thedouglashotel.co.uk
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Every day
Trout Fly Fishing  Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Geopark Information and Activity Centre                                               Lochranza, 9am - 5pm
Brodick Castle and Gardens  Open 10am – 5pm
Octopus Centre   Old Pavilion, Lamlash, centre open seven days, 11am - 3pm
Octopus Centre – tennis     Old Pavilion, Lamlash, open seven days, any time 
Brodick Mini Golf            Open seven days, 9am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather                    
Public swimming   Auchrannie Spa Pool, Brodick, 10am - 4pm (last entry 3pm) 
                                                                                                            and 6pm-8pm  (last entry 7pm)
Swimming lessons  Auchrannie Hotel Pool, Brodick, Monday -Thursday, 4pm – 6pm
Arran Brewery                                 Open Monday, Thursday, Friday  and Saturday 11.30am till 4pm
                                                                       Sunday, 2pm - 4pm. Closed Tuesday and Wednesday
                                                                                       To arrange a tour please call 01770 302353

Saturday 25th January
Q30                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Rink Bowls                                                         Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, Blackwaterfoot, 1.30pm
Lamlash Burns Club Annual Burns Supper                                Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm for 7.30pm
Live Music                                                                Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live Music – Sensational Alex Harvey Experience                                       The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food Share                                                                Lochranza Hall, 9.15pm
Over-21s’ Disco     Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm

Sunday 26th January
Q30                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Live Music                                                                            Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 1pm – 4pm
Family games                                                                             Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm – 3pm
Live Music – Nico G, classical guitarist                                                         The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm – 6.30pm
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food Share                                                        Shiskine Hall, Shiskine,  9pm
Folk Music Session                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 27th January
Morning Fitness                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am-10.30am
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                            Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Arran Punch Out                                                                             Arran High School, Lamlash, 6pm
Circuit training      Auchrannie Spa Resort, 6pm - 7pm 
Junior Rugby (P3-P7)                                                                  Ormidale Park, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Rink Games                                                                                         Brodick Bowling Club, 6.15pm 
Junior Rugby (S1-S6)                                                                 Ormidale Park, Brodick, 7pm  - 8pm
Winter Bridge, visitors welcome, www.arranbridgeweb                Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Live Music –  Fatman and the Angel                        Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do, adults and over 10s                                              Brodick Church Hall, 7pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 28th January
Body Blitz (booking essential) Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am - 10.30am 
Healthy Outdoors Team Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy Energy Surgeries Home House House, Brodick, 10am – 3pm
Chess Morning                                                                         Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 11am
Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                           Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm – 4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers – Jog Scotland beginners’ group Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Steak Night – two ribeye steaks and bottle of wine  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Hatton Boxing                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Resort, 6pm - 7pm
The 1st Shiskine Rainbows and Brownies                                        Shiskine Hall, 5.30pm - 6.45pm

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.com

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

CRAFT BREWERY TOURS AVAILABLE DAILY
Arran Hockey Club – juniors (5-14yrs)  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm – 7pm
Mini Kickers 3-5 yrs (preschool)                                                 KA Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm - 6.45pm
Junior Football, P4 -P6s                                                       KA Leisure, Lamlash, 6.45pm – 7.45pm
Scottish Country Dancing                                                                      Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food Share Whiting Bay Eco Savvy Hub Shop, 9pm
Trev’s Pop Music Quiz  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional Music Sessions Brodick Bar, 9pm

Wednesday 29th January
Yoga  Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie House Hotel, 9.30am - 10.30am
Brodick Gardens Volunteers                                  Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am – 1pm
Kilmory Toddlers                                                                                   Kilmory Hall, 10am - 12 noon
Coffee Morning                                                            Brodick Church Hall, Brodick, 10am - 12noon
Archives and Genealogy Service    Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Knit and Blether      Bay Wool and Crafts, Whiting Bay 2pm – 4pm
Arran Pace Makers’ Running Group Brodick, 5.30pm
Kettlercise                                                                                  Auchrannie Spa Resort,  6pm - 7pm 
Tae Kwondo                             kids 6.30-7.30pm, advanced juniors and adults, AHS, 7.30pm - 9pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live Music –  Mike Bailey                                         Crofters’ MusicBar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Pub Quiz                                                                                                  The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock ’n’ Pop Bingo                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 30th January 
Kettlercise                                                                         Auchrannie Spa Resort,  11am – 11.45am 
Music Matters                                                                                           Lamalsh Church Hall, 2pm
Arran Youth Soul Choir                                Community Theatre, Arran High School, Lamlash, 6pm
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Resort, 6.15pm – 7.15pm
Arran Soul Choir                                          Community Theatre, Arran High School, Lamlash, 6pm
Winter Bridge, visitors welcome, www.arranbridgeweb                 Little Rock Cafe, 7pm for 7.15pm 
Arran Hockey Club – Seniors (12 yrs +)                          Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm – 8.30pm
Women’s Circle – Menopause Support group                                     Heather Lodge, Brodick, 7pm
Arran Punch Out                                                                       Arran High School, Lamlash, 7.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                            Brodick Library, 7.30pm – 9.30pm
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food  Share                                             Brodick Ormidale Pavilion, 8.15pm
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food Share                                                                    Kilmory Hall, 8.30pm  
Tommy’s General Knowledge Quiz                                                      Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 31st January
Yoga                                                                                Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie House Hotel, 9.30am – 10.30am
ACLI - Friday Garden Club                                   Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 10am – 12.30pm
Coffee Morning                                         Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, Corrie 10.30am - 12noon
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                       Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo advanced kids 6.30-7.30pm, advanced juniors & adults, AHS, 7.30pm - 9pm 
Live Music                                                                                 Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Friday Night Quiz                                                         Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Eco Savvy and Co-op Food Share                                       Octopus Centre, COAST, Lamash, 9pm

Saturday 1st February
Q30                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Rink Bowls                                                         Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, Blackwaterfoot, 1.30pm
Live Music                                                                Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live Music –  Riddemption  - Reggae band                                                  The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over-21s’ Disco     Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm
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Breaking free
�e Disruption of the Church in 1843 has 
given the Free Kirk a reputation for sticking 
rigidly to their interpretation of the Bible and 
for disagreeing vigorously with those of a 
di�erent mind.
 Now another schism has erupted, within the 
Free Kirk, and 10 Arran members have put 
their name to a document which aligns them 
with the breakaway group.

Arran Free Kirkers met on �ursday in 
Shiskine Free Church to decide their position 
on the dispute whether to remain or join the 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), the 
name given to the breakaway group.

Protected seas
�e Community of Arran Seabed Trust, 
COAST for short, made a small presenta-
tion to the community council on Tuesday 
evening. Don MacNeish and Howard Wood 
spoke of their plans to regenerate sections of 
the seabed around Arran so that �sh stocks 
might be built up.

At present the project is only at the early 
stages and COAST is seeking the approval of 
the whole of Arran before proceeding with the 
establishment of a protected area of seabed to 
be rented from the Crown Commissioners.

COAST’s chosen site covers some 
three-quarters of a mile of coastline around 
Clauchlands Point, extending into the sea for 
perhaps a quarter of a mile. When established 
it is hoped the site may have educational and 
tourist potential as well as being the best way 
of regenerating �sh stocks.

Open for tra�c
�e Coastguard had two calls last weekend 
while the road was closed just south of Whiting 
Bay. Both concerned people going to hospital 
by helicopter and it is the Coastguard’s task to 
prepare for and guide in the helicopter. 
 �e �rst was on Friday evening and the 
contractors were on site getting ready so the 
Coastguard were able to pass. For the second, 
on Saturday, the contractors o�ered a vehicle 
which was used from the north side of the 
break in the road.

Arran’s �rst baby born 
in the new millennium 
is Samuel James Hislop. 
Samuel was born on 
Wednesday January 19 
and is the second child of 
Jim and Heather Hislop 
whose daughter is called 
Megan. 01_B04tweY01

Arran’s victorious U18 rugby squad after their �rst win of the season over Stewartry with 
a score of 26-15. 01_B04tweY0

Colin Haggarty and Moira 
Du� were the winners 

of the Millennium Mixed 
Doubles competition. 

Organised by the Arran 
Ladies Darts league the 

event celebrated the 
millennium and the fact 

that the ladies’ darts has 
been a winter �xture on 

Arran for 20 years. 01_B04tweY04

Jan Scho�eld and Angus Nimmo are hoping to set up a forum for elderly people on 
Arran. The group will not be a recreational group but a campaigning group. 01_B04tweY03

The road closure at Largymore to repair the damaged bridge has gone ahead with little 
disruption. 01_B04tweY05



REMOVALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or 
make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made 
where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

Private sales 
Free listings for items under £50
SALES
Round Bale Haylage, good 
quality. Buyer uplifts. Offers 
please. Tel: 01770 700371.

PAINTER AND DECORATORINSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

PROPERTY PUBLIC NOTICES

WANTED
House to Rent

Looking for June or around that....a house with 
at least two bedrooms for a couple in their 60s, 

with a well-behaved, clean dog. 

We are regular visitors to Arran for the Splash, golf 
etc and want to spend the month here. Close to 

the beach. Anywhere considered but Lamlash is a 
favourite. Wifi required and preferably with parking. 

Would consider a house swap if suitable place were 
available. We are close to Ascot in a two-bed in a village 
with a great pub - and we are away during Royal Ascot 

week when the Queen trundles past each day. 

Please contact: thatchman64@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

EARLY LEARNING & CHILDCARE REGISTRATION WEEK

From August 2020 the annual entitlement to early learning and childcare (ELC) will 
increase to 1140 hours per year for all three and four year olds and eligible two-year 
olds. To find out how your child could benefit from up to 30 hours per week of 
funded ELC, visit   http://parentclub.scot/elc. Information on how the new hours will 
be delivered within Council run establishments is available at www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Parents are advised that registration for the early learning and childcare intake in 
August 2020 takes place from Monday 3 February 2020 – Thursday 6 February 2020.
Children with dates of birth between 1 March 2016 and 28 February 2018 can be 
registered with Local Authority Early Years establishments or Funded Providers of early 
learning and childcare in North Ayrshire during this time. 
Parents wishing to register their child for early learning and childcare should apply 
directly to the establishment of their choice.  A list of all Local Authority 
Establishments and Funded Providers can be found on the North Ayrshire Council 
website, www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
The child’s birth certificate should be produced at the time of registration. It is not 
always possible to place all children in the early year’s establishment of their choice. 
You will be asked to state your second and third choice of establishment. 
Please note:
•  there are no ‘catchment areas’ for early years establishments and parents 

can choose to send their child to the most suitable establishment, if a place 
is available. 

•  attending an early years class within a primary school does not influence 
whether your child will be able to transfer to that school in Primary 1. 

Please note that North Ayrshire Council operates an Admissions Policy which clearly 
describes priorities.
Further information on North Ayrshire Council’s Admissions Policy and Early Years 
places can be found on the North Ayrshire website, www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Caroline Amos, Head of Service (Education), Communities Directorate

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk.  Written 
representations may also be made to the Head Of Service (Economic Development & 
Regeneration) at the above address by 14.02.20. Any representations received will be 
open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 Regulation 20(1)

20/00005/PP; Site To North Of Doonhill (Plot 9), Harbour View, Blackwaterfoot, Isle 
Of Arran; Amendment to planning approval N/11/00776/PP to amend house design 
to erect one and a half storey detached house.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE



RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE ARRAN BANNER:
TELEPHONE: 01770 302142
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01770 
302021

E-MAIL: adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number. Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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we're
hiring! COXSWAIN/MECHANIC

From £30,978 (dependent on experience) 
Islay Lifeboat Station • Ref: 10807
We’re looking for a Coxswain/Mechanic to join our lifeboat crew in Islay. Islay lifeboat station 
supports the RNLI by saving lives at sea, providing support to the community and working with 
our colleagues in other emergency services and community organisations.

You’ll be someone who understands that this is more than a job and will be happy being based  
in a small rural community. So, as a Coxswain/Mechanic you must be prepared to drop 
everything to respond to emergency situations but can keep a cool head and make tough 
decisions whilst doing so.

For further information and to apply, please visit: www.rnli.org/jobs

Closing date: 2 February 2020. 
Interview date w/c 17 February 2020.
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CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 
together
Minister:
Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:
Sunday 26th January
Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches Together 10.15am 
Morning Worship at 
Lochranza Church.
Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Morning Worship.
Corrie Church,11.30 am. 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 
Morning Worship.
� ere will also be a service of 
Worship in Montrose House 
at 1.30 pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005
Sunday 26th January
Worship will be conducted 
by the minister,
Rev Elizabeth Watson,
at 10.30am.
Tea and co� ee will be served 
in the Transept a� er the 
service.
All most welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with 
Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 26th January
Rev Lily McKinnon
Kilmory at 10am
Lamlash at 11.30am
In Lamlash: Celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper
All welcome, including 
families: children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
(continuing)
Sunday 26th January
Morning Service at 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick
Evening Service at 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 26th January
Morning Service at St 
Molios, Shiskine at 11am
Evening Service, Brodick
at 6pm
All welcome 

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 26th January
3rd Sunday a� er Epiphany
Sung Eucharist at 11am
Rev Adrian Fallows
Co� ee a� er service
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 26th January
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 
Le�  of the Douglas Hotel, 
opposite the ferry terminal.
Telephone 700346, 820223
Everyone Warmly Invited.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 26th January
Service at 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and co� ee a� er the 
service
Wednesday 29th January 
at 7.30pm Home fellowship 
group for bible study and 
prayer.
Everyone warmly invited.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Sunday 26th January
Sunday Morning Mass at 
11am

DEATHS

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday January 19, Ryder 
Cup, 32 played. Torbeg 2½ v 
Kilpatrick 1½, Shiskine 3 v 
Blackwaterfoot 1.

Table a� er game � ve: 1 
Torbeg 18, 2 Shiskine 14½, 
3 Blackwaterfoot 12½, 4th 
Kilpatrick 11. Nearest Pins: 
Gator, J Faulkner, W Kelso 
and H Bannatyne.

Game six, and � nal game, to 
be played on Sunday January 
26 at 1pm, shotgun.

Twelve-hole Medal and 
Winter Cup will be played 
then too. � ose who don’t 
want to enter, that is � ne. 
Also a good chance for others 
to get another card in for 
handicap.

Whiting Bay  Golf Club
Sunday January 19, Yellow 
Tees Sweep, 12 played on a 
beautiful morning for golf 
and with the course bene-

� ting from a few days of dry 
weather good scoring was 
much in evidence.
 Since play was from the 
yellow tees   and ‘non count-
ing’ there was no CSS but all 
scores returned were in the 
net 60s. 

� at said, the midweek 
regulars, enjoying o�  cial 
handicaps rather than winter 
ones, took full advantage of 
their restored shots to take 
the top six spots. 

Dougie Auld returned a 
spectacular net 57 to win by 
two shots.

Results: 1 Douglas Auld 
(20)-57, 2 David Brookens 
(12)-59, 3 Wol�  Kroner (14)-
61 acb,  4 Stan Rainey (10)-61 
and lowest gross.

 Graeme Crichton and Neil 
‘Sonic’ Lucas each scored 
impressive magic twos @7th 
hole

Fixture: Sunday January 26,  
Yellow Tees Stableford, one 
draw at 10am.

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday January 19, Glenburn 
Cup. 1 Andy Smith 77-16=61, 
2 Lee Dutton, 3 Derek 
Harrison. Best Scratch Andy 
Smith 77. No magic twos.

� ursday January 16, 
Yellow Medal. 1 Alan Smith 

81-13=68, 2 Serge El Adm 
84-13=69

Fixtures: Sunday January 
26, Winter Stableford, 9.30am 
and 12noon starts. � ursday   
January 30, Yellow Medal, 
ballot 11am.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday January 19, Winter 
Cup Stableford, 18 played, 
NC. 1 Bruce Jenkins (7) 38pts, 
2 Chris Pattenden (15) 37pts 
acb, 3 Donald McKinnie (10) 
37pts acb.

Fixture: Sunday January 26, 
Winter Cup Stableford, 9am 
and noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday January 21, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup. 1 Phil 

Betley 41pts, 2 Campbell 
Laing 40pts, 3 Alistair 
MacDonald 36pts.

Fixture: Tuesday January 
28, Winter Cup, tee o�  noon.

Arran Golfers’
Association
Fixture:   Sunday February 
2, Winter League (Duncan 
Trophy) at Corrie GC. Tee 
Times will be as follows: 
Corrie v Shiskine 8.30am, 
Machrie Bay   v     Lamlash   
9.20am, Whiting Bay   
v   Brodick  -  11.50am.

Arran Ladies Golf Union
Fixture: Saturday January 25   
ALGU Drumadoon, 18 holes, 
10.30am � rst tee o� .

An almighty roar 
for team Broar

After 35 days at sea, team Broar have made it back to dry land. Photo Atlantic Campaigns

A� er more than a month at 
sea, three Scottish brothers 
have set three world records 
in the Talisker Whisky 
Atlantic Challenge – dubbed 
the toughest row in the world.

Not only are they the fastest 
trio to ever have rowed across 
the Atlantic Ocean, beating 
the previous record by a 
whopping six days, they are 
also the � rst three brothers 
to row any ocean, and the 
youngest trio to ever paddle 
their way across the Atlantic.

To kick-start their fund-
raising drive, they rowed 300 
nautical miles in 2019 up the 
west coast of Scotland, pil-
laging from local distilleries. 
Setting o�  from Arran, where  
they visited the Lochranza 
distillery, and making the 
long journey to Talisker on 
Skye, the brothers’ expedition 
was remarkably fruitful – 
they collected more than 400 
bottles in just 10 days, helping 
them creep closer to their 
target.

Ewan, Jamie and Lachlan 
MacLean, sons of acclaimed 
whisky writer and connois-
seur Charles MacLean, set 
o�  from La Gomera in the 
Canary Islands on December  

12 last year, spending 
Christmas and New Year 
in the middle of the ocean, 
and completed the epic 
3,000-mile row to Antigua in 
exactly 35 days, nine hours 
and nine minutes.

� e MacLeans overcame 
severe seasickness, battery 
issues, storms, dehydration 
and utter exhaustion – as 

well as the typical rowing 
blisters, aches and pains that 
come hand in hand with the 
endurance sport – to reach 
Antigua. 

� e sound of Jamie’s pipes 
heralded their arrival on the 
horizon, and they made their 
way  on to shore to be wel-
comed by hoards of friends, 
family and well-wishers.

� ey have been supporting 
two charities – Children 1st, 
Scotland’s children’s charity, 
and Feedback Madagascar, 
which provides people on the 
African island with access to 
clean water. Now that they 
have smashed the World 
Record, Broar hope to reach 
their fundraising target of 
£250,000.

Machrie Bay Golf Club.

BUSSELL: Gillean
Passed away peacefully 
on the 11th January at 
Berry Hill Care Home, 
Mans� eld aged 81. Mum 
of Suzanne, Stephen and 
Louise and Grandmother 
and Great Grandmother.
For funeral arrange-
ments please contact 
Cooperative Funeral 
Care on 01623 627701. A 
further celebration will 
be held on Arran. Date to 
be con� rmed. 

WALES: Drew
Peacefully at home on 21st 
January 2020. Drew much 
loved husband of Jennifer 
and the late Linda. Drew was 
the proud and loving father 
of Julie and Suzanne and 
loving step-father of David 
and Lynsey. He took great 
pleasure in the grand chil-
dren, Sam, Jamie and Jessica. 
A celebration of Drew’s life 
will take place on Friday 
31st January at Whiting 
bay and Kildonan Church, 
Isle of Arran at 11.30am. 
Transport will be provided 
to meet the 9.45am ferry and 
return for the 4.40pm ferry. 
Family � owers only please. 
Donations in lieu to ArCaS.
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Killie Athletic  4
Arran 2

League Division One

Late show from Killie 
puts Arran in the dumps
Arran were looking to bounce 
back a� er the week before 
when they su� ered a heavy 
defeat to Charlie’s Bar in the 
Ayrshire Sunday League.

On Sunday they faced the 
league leaders Killie Athletic 
at St Joseph’s Academy in 
Kilmarnock. � ey got o�  to a 
good start, scoring the opener 
through Ryan Armstrong af-
ter Archie McNicol had come 
close, and they led 1-0 until 
half-time.

Looking to kick on, Arran Ryan Armstrong rounds the keeper to put Arran into the lead in the � rst half. 

took the game to Killie and 
scored to make it 2-0 early 
in the second half through 
Archie McNicol.

Sadly, it went downhill from 
there, with a lack of training 
since before Christmas taking 
its toll, and Killie scored four 
goals in the last 25 minutes to 
win 4-2. 

It was disappointing for the 
Arran boys and they need to 
bounce back quickly if there 
is any chance of a trophy this 
season.

Arran AFC training has 
now resumed for 2020 on 
� ursdays at 6pm at Arran 
High School and all new po-
tential players are welcome.

Meanwhile, Arran can 
take some pride from the 
fact that their Scottish Cup 
opponents in the third round 
march on in the competition. 
BSC Glasgow only narrowly 
dumped Arran out of the 
competition last November 
3-1.

But a� er their fourth round 
win over East Kilbride last 
weekend the team, formed in 
Broomhill but who play their 
home games in Alloa, have 
now won a money-spinning 
tie against Hibernian or 
Dundee United in the next 
round. 

Photographs by

Tam Borland

Archie McNicol � res the ball past the � ying Killie keeper for goal number two. 

Killie bounce back with this header narrowly crossing the line to give them a lifeline back 
into the game.

Archie McNicol is � rst to the ball in the Killie box. 

Killie players are 
convinced the ball 

has  crossed the 
line. 

Arran go further 
behind in the 
game’s closing 
stages. 
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As both teams settled into 

the game, play continued 
evenly across the �eld with 
beautiful set plays, accurate 
passing and a number of short 
corners. Troon upped the 
pressure in the 26th minute 
as they �nally broke Arran’s 
defence to take the lead. 

Undeterred, Arran rapidly 
positioned the ball back into 
their attacking ‘D’ where 
several players took shots on 
goal only to have it �red back 
to them by the keeper’s pads. 
�e team are trained to never 
give up and, true to form, 
Lorraine collected a rebound 
and �red it into the back of the 
net, equalising the score once 
again. �e last 10 minutes of 
the �rst half were tense, with 
Arran being awarded two 

Action from the Troon match which was Arran’s �rst in nine weeks.

Double header in 
Brodick this weekend

short corners right up until 
the �nal whistle blew.

Heading into the second 
half, both teams had all to 
play for. Troon had several 
long passes up the �eld, how-
ever, Arran’s high defensive 
line had some fantastic steals, 
running onto the balls before 
they reached their target and 
�ring them back up the �eld 
to Arran’s attacking line.

Solid strike
Both teams had attempts on 

goal, but superb goal-keeping 
prevented any from crossing 
the line. Heading in to the 
26th minute of play, Ellie 
strongly passed the ball up 
�eld to Hazel, who �red the 
ball into a space Lorraine 
was running into. Although 
Lorraine’s solid strike was 
de�ected by Troon’s keeper, 

Susie was primed for the re-
bound and walloped the ball 
past the keeper’s blind side to 
take Arran into a 3-2 lead.

Buoyed by their e�orts, 
Arran dominated the �nal 
10 minutes with all play oc-
curring in Troon’s defending 
half. An amazing arc run 
from Judith in the �nal few 
minutes set Lorraine up for 
a one-to-one with Troon’s 
keeper. Spinning round to 
wrong-foot her, Lorriane 
reverse-�icked the ball into 
the back of the goal, giving 
her a hat-trick and bringing 
the �nal winning score line 
of 4-2 to Arran.

Following match teas kindly 
arranged by the home team, 
it was announced that Troon 
had chosen Mia as dame of 
the game for her excellent 

multi-position play on the 
�eld in the mid and forward 
positions she was covering. 
Returning on the ferry, the 
team were in high spirits and 
agreed it was a great match 
with excellent umpiring all 
round. A huge thanks goes 
to Arran’s umpire Pauline 

Reid and extended thanks to 
Rhoda Howe of Troon. 

Finally the team would like 
to o�er a round of applause 
for the mini-cheerleaders 
on the sidelines, who gave 
encouragement cheering on 
the team.

Arran Ladies return to their 

home pitch at the Ormidale 
in Brodick this weekend 
for a double header against 
Uddingston Clinetix 3s 
today (Saturday) and GHK 
4s tomorrow (Sunday), with 
a passback time of 2.30pm on 
Saturday and 2pm on Sunday. 
All support is welcome.

Mountain bikers maintain 
trails on 
Arran
Ingrained in Arran High 
School Mountain Bike Club’s 
ethos is the guiding belief that 
looking a�er its community’s 
precious trails is a key part of 

Enjoying the fruits of their labour, a brave cyclist attempts 
an impossible manoeuvre in thick mud. 

responsible mountain biking 
and so members are all regu-
larly involved with trail digs, 
maintenance and repair.

�e club is particularly 

proud of this fact and is now, 
with funding from North 
Ayrshire Green Health 
Partnership, planning to 
increase the frequency of 
its trail maintenance and 
advance its members’ skills.

Next month, on Saturday 
and Sunday February 22 

and 23, the club will be 
running a trail maintenance 
coordinator course for all of 
its young members and adult 
volunteers.

And there is also a space 
available for anyone in the 
area who is interested in 
taking the course. If anyone 

would like be part of the 
training or wishes to o�er 
support and help in supervis-
ing the young team, they can 
get in touch by phoning the 
school o�ce on 600341.

�e trail maintenance 
course will expand the club’s 
capabilities and once com-

pleted, it will help it sustain 
the current and future work 
of the group. 

�e club will be putting 
members’ skills to good use 
on Arran and is also looking 
at o�ering their services fur-
ther a�eld on the mainland in 
future.

Club members undertake path maintenance on a popular 
trail on Arran.

A trail worker poses for a picture during a trail mainte-
nance excursion. 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Troon Ladies 2nds  2
Arran Ladies 4

West District Division 3

The team with their mini-cheerleaders after their win at Troon. 

Arran hockey team
get year off to a fl ier
Following a nine-week hiatus, 
Arran Ladies travelled with a 
squad of 12 players to Troon 
on Saturday to kick-start the 
second half of the hockey 
season.

Goalkeeper Alison McKie 
was joined on the backline by 
sweeper Faith McKelvie and 
the strong defensive team of 
captain Elyse Aitken, Ellie 
Wood and Jenny Stark. Susie 
Murchie, Mia Walker and 
Annie McKelvie welcomed 
Hazel Malakoty back into 
a speedy mid� eld line up, 
whilst Hannah McCartney, 
Lorraine Hewie and Judith 
Ross assumed the solid attack 
upfront.

Facing a 16-player strong 
team, with two sideline 
coaches, Arran Ladies went 
out determined from the 
o� . Just six minutes into the 
game, Susie collected the ball 
from deep in defence to make 
a lovely long pass up the pitch 
to Lorraine, who skilfully 
manoeuvred around Troon’s 
forceful sweeper and � red 
the ball into the back of the 
goal. Arran’s lead was short-
lived, as Troon responded 
swi� ly with their attack. Just 
a minute later, the opposition 
executed a perfect short cor-
ner taking the score to 1-1.

Continued on page 19


