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Serving the west since 1861

Kerrera is in crisis with half 
its population cut o�  from 
reaching the mainland.

A community emergency has 
been declared by the island’s 
development trust, desperate 
for  a winter ferry over to Oban 
from the north end of the 
island.

� e impact of Covid and a re-
duced summer income for the 
privately-run Oban Marina 
business meant Samantha and 
Robin King could not a� ord to 
keep running a  ferry service 
subsidised by themselves for 
residents living at their end of 
the island, and with no road 
option to reach the Gallanach-
bound CalMac-run ferry ser-
vice in the south of Kerrera, it 
means islanders are e� ectively 
cut o�  from travelling to Oban.

Residents and their families 
making up half the island’s 
population are   stranded 
without it, says Martin Shields, 
chairman of the Isle of Kerrera 
Development Trust (IKDT), 

Well wishers, including Oban and Lorn Lions Club, have inundated this year’s Salvation 
Army’s Christmas Appeal with sack loads of seasonal kindness for some of the town’s 
most needy and vulnerable. Pictured is co-ordinator Morven Finlayson with just some 
of the many gifts. Turn to page two to read more about it. KG_T51-Morven

Lifeline needed for 
stranded islanders

‘Because of the loss 
we’ve made this 
summer we can’t 
a� ord to run the ferry 
like we have before.’

Lions help make gift appeal a roaring success

but added that it was not the 
marina’s fault. Historically, 
the winter ferry from Oban 
Marina has never covered 
costs but money made by the 
business in non-Covid sum-
mers has usually cushioned it.

‘We have not cancelled or 
withdrawn the service. We are 
a small commercial business 
e� ectively running a subsidised 
service for council-tax-paying 
residents. Because of the loss 
we’ve made this summer, we 
just can’t a� ord to run it like 
we have before,’ said Mrs King.

� e only time residents can 
now travel on a marina ferry 
is when a berth-holder needs 
access to their vessel – not 

Nurse Liz Higgins is urging 
people to follow the Covid 
guidelines this Christmas, 
despite vaccines against the 
virus already arriving in Oban, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

A number of sta�  at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital in Oban were 
the � rst people in Argyll and 
Bute to receive the Covid-19 
vaccinations at the start of 
what is ‘a huge undertaking’, 
says Mrs Higgins, who is 
Argyll Health and Social Care 
Partnership’s Lead Nurse.

At Oban’s hospital, 
consultant anaesthetist Dr 
David Robinson was one of 
the � rst health professionals 
to be vaccinated. Care home 
residents and health and social 
care sta�  who are most at risk 
of infection will also receive 
the vaccine in the � rst wave.

Mrs Higgins described 
it as ‘good news’ for the 
region, saying the vaccination 
programme will roll into 2021. 

And she shared these words 
of warning for the upcoming 
festivities: ‘We must still follow 
the Covid guidelines, such as 
keeping a two-metre physical 
distance, wash our hands 
and avoid meeting with other 
households inside our homes 
with the exception of the � ve 
days at Christmas where up to 
eight people aged over 12 from 
three households can meet.’

Keep up Covid 
guidelines this 
Christmas

Continued on page 12.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Organisers of this year’s 
Salvation Army Christmas 
Appeal have received a record 
‘unprecedented’ response.

Appeal Co-ordinator Morven 
Finlayson at Oban’s Salvation 
Army said Oban’s generosity 
has been overwhelming.

Hundreds of donated gi� s 
from baby clothes to toys, 
games, toiletries and lots more 
festive treats were dropped o�  
at the Salvation Army’s hall 
in Stevenson Street and to the 
town’s Nationwide branch in 
George Street.

Volunteers at the Salvation 
Army have been working 
round the clock to help Santa 
bundle up the gi� s according 
to ages and whether the recipi-
ent is male or female, ready for 
social workers and other care 
organisations to pick up and 
distribute.

Oban and Lorn Lions Club 
gave sack-loads of toys to the 
appeal to make up for not 
being able to have its popular 
Santa’s Grotto this year due to 
Covid.

Lions President Jim Edge 
said: ‘We were just so pleased 
to � nd a safe way of getting 
gi� s out to children this year. 

Covid meant we couldn’t have 
our usual Santa’s Grotto, but 
hopefully he’ll be back next 
year. We wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas.’

Last year about 280 children 
and about 275 vulnerable and 
elderly people received gi� s 
from the appeal, but demand in 
2020 has risen, said Morvern, 

who has been involved in the 
Christmas Present Appeal for 
12 years now.

‘It has been an unprece-
dented response, absolutely 
amazing considering Covid 
has meant a lot of people have 
been struggling themselves, 
but still found a way of being 
so generous and giving our 
appeal their support. Never 
in my 12 years of working on 
the appeal have I seen so much 
donated. I know I’m not the 
only one to have witnessed this 
generosity, many of the other 
appeals in our community 
have experienced the same. A 
huge thank you to everyone.’

Generous Oban donates 
sack loads to appeal

Volunteers at Oban’s 
Salvation Army hall sur-
rounded by just some of the 
gifts donated to the 2020 
Christmas Appeal.

Make sure prescriptions are 
top of your Christmas list

NHS 24 is reminding people 
who take regular medication, 
to make sure their repeat 
prescription is top of their 
Christmas list.

� is year will see four day 
festive and Hogmanay breaks 
when opening times at GP 
practices and community 
pharmacies will be di� erent 
so it’s important that people 
check their prescription, order 
only what they need and in 
plenty of time.

NHS 24’s Head of Pharmacy, 
John McAnaw said: ‘� is can 
be a really busy time of the 
year but it’s important that we 
all take time to think about our 
health, do what we can to stay 
well and be prepared for winter 
ailments. � at way we’ll also 
be doing our bit to support the 
NHS through the busy winter 
period.

‘� ings like paracetamol, 
ibuprofen and indigestion 
remedies are useful to have at 
home and you can ask your 
pharmacist for advice about 
winter health and medicines. 
It’s also a good idea to keep 
child-friendly remedies at 
home if you have any wee ones.

‘Winter can always throw 
up a surprise, especially in 
terms of weather so don’t 
leave it to the last minute to 
order and pick up your repeat 
prescription.

‘Check what you have, and 
order only what you need and 
collect it in plenty of time – 
you should order by Monday 
December 21 at the latest to be 
sure of having your medicines 
ready before Christmas.’

General advice and informa-
tion on how to stay healthy this 
winter can be found at www.
nhsinform.scot/winter

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk



� e Oban Times
Thursday 17 December 2020 NEWS  3

OT

A romantic novel and new 
movie due out next spring 
could be a tourism magnet for 
Oban and its neighbouring 
island of Kerrera, according to 
its creator.

Retired geologist-turned- 
writer Glenn Ward, who lives 
in Spain’s Costa Blanca, says 
his book � e Right Bus – and 
the � lm based on it – has got 
what it takes to give visitor 
numbers a boost when life gets 
back to normal a� er Covid.

Both Oban and Kerrera 
feature heavily in the book, 
with the Regent Hotel and the 
town’s celebrated whisky also 
getting a mention in its pages.

Mr Ward drew on many   
‘happy hours’ he spent in the 
area as a tourist soaking up a 
West Coast welcome and says 
the location was the ideal spot 
to set his story –  although 

the idea for the plot took 
shape hundreds of miles away 
out at sea while he and his 
wife were sailing round the 
Mediterranean.

‘It was during those calm, 
and o� en not so calm, days 
that the story took shape in 
my mind. So I spent many 
happy hours aboard, writing 
the book. � e main theme of 
the book is about making the 
right choices in life – getting 
on the right bus,’ said Mr 
Ward, whose designer son 
Billy created the book’s cover.

� e hero of the tale is a 
marine biologist tasked with 

tagging the Arctic terns 
bred on Kerrera with 

GPS trackers, trac-
ing their amazing 
6 0 , 0 0 0 - m i l e 
journey each year. 
� e plot revolves 

around his develop-
ing relationship with 

a young American wid-
ow who comes to Oban a� er 

inheriting properties from 
an aunt who fell for a soldier 
billeted in the town during the 
Second World War.

A� er a � lm shoot in Oban 
last year, the movie, made by 
Robbie Mo� at in association 
with Pink Flamingo Films, 
is almost ready, with � ngers 
crossed for a March release.

‘Many people who have read 
the book have said that it made 
them long to visit Oban, and 
again when the situation nor-
malises I am sure that Oban, 
along with all Scottish tourism 
will appreciate exposure,’ said 
Mr Ward, whose other son Ed 
has also had a role to play in 
his father’s latest venture.

Ed plays the marine biologist 
David Gregson in the � lm. His 
love-interest Connie Renton, 
played by Suzanne Kendall, 
is the widow who receives a 
surprise inheritance from a 
relative originally from Oban 
but who moves to the USA. 

Keeping true to historical 
fact, the Regent Hotel was a 
Second World War billet for 
allied troops.

Movies will reel 
in Oban visitors

The movie 
poster for The 
Right Bus, by 
Glenn Ward, 
inset.

Youngsters o� er pop-up 
help for cancer unit
Enterprising youngsters from 
Oban’s Nant Drive area raised 
£146.27 with a pop-up shop in 
aid of the McMillan Unit at the 
town’s hospital, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

� e youngsters came up with 
the idea during the October 
holiday, selling handmade 
loom bands, pet treats and 
sweets.

Taking part were Innes and 
Calum Russell, Bella Johnson, 
Isla Muir and Layla May.  Also 

involved but not in the photo-
graph were Katie Russell and 
Aimee Didcock.

‘� ey were amazed at how 
much they raised,’ said Isla’s 
mum Marie Muir, who sent 
this photograph to � e Oban 
Times.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Calum Russell, Bella Johnson, Innes Russell, Isla Muir and 
Layla May.  
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Makers community-wide 
have been putting on alter-
native Christmas shows of 
homespun cra� s and produce.

Cra� ers and producers on 
Lismore took to the Great 
Outdoors to showcase their 
wares from scented soaps to 
seasonal wreaths, homemade 
chocolates to weaving, chut-
neys, island-reared meat to 
Dutch apple cakes and festive 
topped fruitcakes. Inside the 
heritage centre, German-style 
sausages were on the menu to 
fuel up shoppers on a merry 
spending spree.

At all the events, Covid 
guidelines were followed with 
social distancing kept in mind 
and masks being worn.

Over on Luing, the Atlantic 
Island Centre hosted an 
indoor market with buyers 

having to pre-book slots. 
Not Just Desserts also organ-
ised an outdoor market at 
Barcaldine and the commu-
nity of Ardchattan celebrated 
the start of the run-up to 

Christmas with the switching 
on of lights outside the old 
Bonawe school looking for-
ward to seeing the building be 
transformed into a bustling 
community centre.

Merry makers’ 
Christmas 
countdown

Left, Lismore 
creative and 
weaver Katy 
Crossan. 
KG_T50_Lismorefair6; 
below left, Eva 
and Sebastion 
Tombs with 
their chutneys, 
jams and home-
reared beef 
from the island 
of Lismore 
KG_T50-Lismorefair3;  
below, Roxanne 
MacColl with 
her handmade 
soaps, creams 
and balms 
on Lismore. 
KG_T50_Lismorefair5

Kirsty Wright with her decorated mini-Christmas cakes at 
Lismore’s Christmas Market. KG_T50_lismorefair1

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Emma Walker and Sadie Gilchrist with their festive 
wreaths. KG_T50_Lismorefair2

Watercolour artist Noelle Odling with some of her work 
from Lismore. KG_T50-Lismorefair4
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A convicted killer who robbed 
Oban Marks And Spencer 
store at gunpoint and made 
his getaway on a bus was jailed 
for 12 years this week.

Simon Douglas, 52, who 
murdered a fellow prisoner in 
England in 1993, was out on 
licence when he carried out 
the assault and robbery at the 
shop in Lochavullin Drive, 
Oban, on August 13, 2019.

He approached a member 
of sta�, who was working 
on a till, pulled up his shirt, 
showed the butt of a gun and 
threatened to shoot him.

Jurors heard that the weapon 
was a BB gun.

At the High Court in 
Glasgow, Douglas, from 
England, who has 57 previ-
ous convictions, denied the 
o�ence but was convicted by a 
jury a�er a �ve-day trial.

Judge Lord Braid told 
Douglas: ‘You have an appall-
ing record and were on licence 
at the time.’

Douglas was released from 
prison in October 2018 by the 
parole board and ordered to 
stay in a hostel in England. 
However, he le� there and 
toured around Scotland 
camping out.

On the day of the robbery he 
took a bus from Fort William 
to Oban, bought the BB gun, 

carried out the robbery and 
then got a bus back to Fort 
William.

In evidence, Lawson claimed 
that he did not have a gun on 
him when he went into Marks 
and Spencer. He said that he 
had been asked by a gangland 
�gure called Chris from Oban 
to collect an £800 debt from 
the store assistant.

He was asked by his defence 
counsel Geo� Forbes: ‘Did 
you expect him to take the 
money from the till?’ and 
Douglas replied: ‘No, I was 
focusing on taking the money 
and leaving.’

Douglas was asked what 
Chris’s surname was and re-
plied: ‘I have to refuse to name 
him as I would be putting my 
life at risk.’

Prosecutor Stewart Ronnie 
asked Douglas why he had 
dumped the jacket he was 
wearing and bought another 
a�er the robbery and was told: 
‘To change my appearance. 
�e world of my friend Chris 
is a dangerous murky world.’

�e jury did not accept 
Douglas’s preposterous story 
and convicted him of threat-
ening the store assistant with 
violence, presenting a BB gun 
at him and robbing him of 
£500.

Douglas showed no emotion 
as he was led away to begin his 
sentence.

COURT

Convicted 
killer given 
12 years for 
Oban armed 
robbery

Luing Primary School has 
been mothballed with no plans 
for its future, writes Kathie 
Gri�ths.

Islanders want youngsters 
back in the playground but 
some fear unless travel links 
between Luing and the main-
land, a mere 200 yards away, it 
may never happen.

Argyll and Bute Council 

con�rmed there are currently 
no pupils registered at the tiny 
school for the 2020/21 academ-
ic year and that its upkeep is in 
the hands of existing janitors. 
When �e Oban Times asked 
about the school’s future, a 
council spokesman replied: 
‘�ere are no current plans for 
its future.’

Some children from Luing 

are now travelling to Easdale 
School on the neighbouring is-
land of Seil that has 17 primary 
and �ve pre-school pupils.

In a bid to attract a new fam-
ily with children to the island, 
livestock farm owner Shane 
Cadzow is o�ering a full-
time job opportunity, with a 
four-bedroom house included.

‘We would love to have a 

young family come here but 
better access on and o� the 
island would help attract more 
families without a doubt, said 
Mr Cadzow, adding he believed 
the ferry and its current time-
table restricted people being 
able to enjoy social  attractions 
on the mainland. �e cost of 
forking out for a seasonal travel 
pass was also a prohibitive 

factor, he said. ‘It’s grim. If I 
had a young family, I’d look at 
restrictions to living on Luing 
before moving here. I’d want 
to get on and o�. If that was 
easier or cheaper to do I don’t 
think the school would be shut 
now,’ he said.  We should have 
a bridge, we were almost there 
years ago but now there isn’t 
the money to do it.’

Eoghann MacLachlan, 
chairman of Isle of Luing 
Community Trust said 
building a�ordable housing 
with more than one or two 
bedrooms than the slate quar-
ryworkers cottages o�er might 
be something to consider as a 
draw for families - if there was 
support and funding available 
to do it.

Luing school mothballed – islanders fear for its future
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Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

What a good time we had 
judging the Christmas 
Window Competition, the 
e� ort that so many busi-
nesses have put into their 
Christmas decorations is 
really appreciated in these 
dreich times.

A special mention must 
go to some of the pubs who 
have added a real sparkle to 
winter evenings.  

From the feedback we also 
know how much local busi-
nesses appreciate the e� ort 
that is going into shopping 
locally this year – it may 
make the di� erence that 
allows some businesses to 
survive into 2021.  Hopefully 
this has started a new trend 
that will continue in future 
years now we realise the 
variety available in out wee 
town, who needs a big city!

� e other businesses who 
have really shone lately are 
all our lovely cafes, with 
the restrictions on meeting 
at home, it’s been so nice to 
be able to meet friends for a 
cuppa and a cake in warm, 
friendly surroundings.  
Our cafes have risen to the 
occasion and the selection 

of cakes on o� er has been 
fantastic, just what you 
need to cheer you up. � ank 
you so much to all of them 
for keeping us going and 
enabling us to meet up safely 
and enjoyably.  

Our local hostelries have 
also done their part, too, in 
allowing us to have a wee 
glass of something with a 
nice meal in lovely festive 
surroundings, I must admit 
I’ve never eaten out so much 
in my life, and I love it.  

� ank you again to every-
one who’s e� orts allow us to 
meet friends and family in 
comfort and safety.

� e previous photograph 
was the Black Lynn outside 
our o�  ce and this one isn’t 
too far away.

� e future is looking bright 
for Coll’s ambitious playpark 
appeal.

With just a tiny resident popu-
lation of 185, the island has made 
more than £11,000 towards the 
project since lockdown started 
in March.

� e amount was announced 
by thrilled playpark supporters 
at the island’s recent Christmas 
tree light switch-on. � e 
Christmas ra�  e alone brought 
in £2,700.

Alison Jones of Coll 
Community Playpark group 
says it has been ‘a tremendous 
e� ort’ from islanders with help 
from businesses on the island 
and o�  - including Tyree Gin 
and Farmhouse Cafe and artist 
Hope Blamire.

‘We have been bowled over by 
the support and generosity of the 
local and wider Coll community 

and its businesses, with several 
people making and selling 
Christmas cra� s and donating 
the income to the playpark 
fundraiser.

‘� e committee is pressing on 
with designs and planning as 
we look forward to considerable 
progress and a fantastic pro-
gramme of fundraising events, 
� ngers crossed, in 2021,’ she 

added. Children living on Coll, 
which inspired the popular Katie 
Morag stories, have been with-
out a play area for more than two 
years now and have got the sup-
port of Katie Morag author and 
illustrator Mairi Hedderwick’s 
grandson Sam Rutherford and 
partner Rosie Macgill.

� e new play space, which 
could cost about £100,000, will 

go in the grounds of the com-
munity centre in the village for 
locals and visitors to use and it is 
hoped Katie Morag’s worldwide 
fans who adore her adventures 
on the magical isle of Struay will 
also give generously.

� e old playpark, which was on 
land donated by the Coll Hotel, 
had become outdated and unsafe 
over time and had to abandoned.

� e GoFundMe campaign can 
be found at www.gofundme.
com/f/coll-community-playpark 
or if anyone wants to make a 
direct donation, email collplay-
park@gmail.com

Future looks bright for 
Coll playpark project

 Santa gets a helping hand 
from Eva Martindale to switch 
on Coll’s Christmas lights

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Fire� ghters come to Santa’s 
aid to help out in emergency
Santa has enlisted the help of 
Oban � re� ghters to help him 
keep a safe social distance 
while spreading Christmas 
cheer to excited youngsters 
this Saturday, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

Station commander John 
Sweeney said � re crews were 
happy to help out Mr Claus 
by creating a drive-thru 
grotto for him in the station’s 
appliance bay.

‘It’s been a tough year for 
everyone, and it’s been an 
exceptionally hard month 
for Santa who is usually out 
and about spreading some 
Christmas cheer so, as we’re 
always happy to help   in an 
emergency, we were delighted 
to say yes when he asked if he 
could use the station to come 
and say hello to children 
of Oban and surrounding 
areas.’

� e drive-thru   plan is for 
everyone to have a chance to 
see Father Christmas while 
remaining safe in their cars.

Although lots of Santa’s 
letters will already have been 
posted there will be another 
chance to drop a reminder 
letter in a special mail box 
at the grotto so he can take 

them back to the North Pole 
with him later that night 
and keep the elves on track 
in their workshops ready for 
Christmas morning.

� e drive-thru will be open 
to visitors from 11am to 3pm.

If there is a queue of waiting 
tra�  c, please come back a 
little later says Mr Sweeney.

He added: ‘Raising funds 
for charity has been di�  cult   
this year. Usually we would 

do a few fundraisers around 
town but we haven’t been 
able to this year because of 
Covid, so we hope people 
visiting our special grotto on 
Saturday will give as gener-
ously as they can. Little kids 
and big kids are all welcome, 
but please stay in your cars to 
keep us all safe. We will have 
crew managing the tra�  c.’

All donations will go to the 
Fire� ghters Charity.

Oban � re crews are creating a special drive thru grotto 
like this one at Newton Stewart Community for Santa this 
Saturday December 19, 11am to 3pm.
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When Covid called o�  a cat-
walk date on Mull, the fashion 
show’s organisers decided to 
declare a Bling It On Mull day 
instead.

Organised by MESS Island 
Castaways charity shops with 
help from Mull and Iona 
Community Trust, the event 
on December 4 was all about 
blinging it up, getting festive, 
celebrating acts of kindness 
and spreading happiness.

MESS – Island Castaways is 
Revolve certi� ed, Revolve is 
the re-use quality standard for 
shops who sell second-hand 
goods in Scotland and is 
awarded by Zero Waste 
Scotland.

Craignure’s Island Castaways 
shop set up a whole area 
dedicated to #BlingItOnMull 
determined to bring a sprinkle 
of sparkle and cheer.

West Coast Motors  joined in 
the fun too on the day, decking 
out its Tobermory bus and 
raising smiles on route.

Also helping bling it up were 
lights from the Craignure 
Bay Committee, a twinkly 
fairy trail   and an appearance 
of Christmassy Spoonville 
characters.

Islanders were invited to car-
ry out acts of kindness, such as 
calling on family to say ‘hello’, 
baking treats to share with 

friends and neighbours, or just 
wearing something a bit more 
‘bling’ than normal. Everyone 
really rose to the challenge.

Emily Greenhalgh who 
was one of the organisers 
said: ‘Bling it on Mull was 
conceived by Revolve certi� ed 
MESS-Island Castaways as 
a Covid safe way to spread 
some cheer a� er their annual 
fashion show was cancelled. It 
began as a way to dress up or 
decorate something sparkly 
but snowballed into a day of 
kindness and festive spirit. 
A� er being organised in under 
a month by two MESS sta�  and 

a volunteer, it was grasped by 
the community with everyone 
using it as a great opportunity 
to have some fun and do some-
thing kind a� er a rotten year.

‘We had a Christmas fairy 
trail in Craignure, vehicles 
including the West Coast 
double decker were decorated, 
the schools ran activities, 
the shop sta�  dressed up and 
many individuals and even an-
imals dressed up and did kind 
deeds all over the island. A� er 
intending it as a one o�  for 
2020 there have been whispers 
about doing it again next year 
and getting even bigger.’

Mull blings it on!
MESS Island Castaways and MICT help bring Christmas cheer to Mull

Mull blings it up with a 
Christmas Spoonville scene, 
above and right, as well as 
Christmas baubles hanging 
from many trees, and tinsel 
brightening up this tree 
trunk in Craignure.



How To Lift Your Spirits This Winter

Looking after our wellbeing 
is harder just now. Here’s advice 
on keeping warm on the inside 
this winter — and, in so doing, 
helping others.

A routine is important, as 
the days can blend together 
in winter. Try writing a plan 
for your day and sharing 
ideas with others.

1. Keep in touch
Whatever works for you — phone, digital, 
post, a walk outside. Say hello and smile 
when you’re out. Even with a face 
covering on, it shows in your eyes.

2. Get sunlight
Ideally in the morning. It’s especially 
important during winter to help keep 
your body clock right. There’s sun even 
when it’s cloudy. While out, notice the 
things you see — like birds or trees — 
and try to identify them.

3. Eat well
And drink enough fluids. It can be 
tempting to have lots of cakes and 
savoury snacks — but that can make 
you feel sluggish. Give an old recipe 
a go, or swap food ideas with others.

Get Involved with 
Meal Makers
Our volunteer cooks make a 
tremendous difference to the lives 
of older people. By bringing people 
together through food we’re helping 
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4. Be kind
A single thoughtful gesture can make 
someone’s day. If you’d like to do more, 
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5. Plan something you enjoy
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kitchen. Or make movie/music playlists 
with a friend.

For more tips visit
clearyourhead.scot
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Michael Russell MSP
As we approach the end of a 
year like no other, many of 
us will want to put it behind 
us and some will face this 
festive season bere� at losing 
a loved one, with the contin-
uing experience of ill health 
or having su�ered �nancial 
and other hardship. But no 
matter how bad things have 
been, they can and will get 
better. 

For many Christmas will 
bring comfort and consola-
tion   and every New Year is 
a time of hope and renewal. 
Let us welcome them both 
and enjoy them carefully 
and responsibly given the 
fact that the pandemic is not 

over and the virus 
will take no time 
o�. I am also very 
aware that, as I 
will   be retiring 
from my work 
as the  local MSP 
at the election in 
May this will be my 
�nal Argyll and Bute 
wide season’s greeting.

So  I want to wish everyone 
not just a wonderful and 
hopeful Christmas and New 
Year for 2020 and 2021, 
but also I want wish all 
my constituents peace and 
prosperity in their  lives and 
communities going forward.  

I am grateful for the sup-
port of so many over the past 
decade and it has been a huge 
privilege serving the place in 
which I live.

I am sure we will all have 
learned much from this dif-
�cult year but I hope that we 
have learned most of all how 
important it is to always live 
in harmony and respect with 
all our neighbours, on whom 
we have and will depend.

Brendan O’Hara MP
At the end of what 

has been a very 
di�cult and 
challenging year 
for everyone, I’d 
like to wish you 

all a very happy, 
peaceful Christmas 

and all the very best for 
2021.

Although never wanting 
to experience this again, it’s 
important to re�ect on what 
good did come from this 
year, particularly how as a 
society we pulled together 
and supported each other 
through the hard times. We 
should also say thank you 
once again to our NHS sta� 
and key workers who kept 
our essential services going 
through extremely di�cult 
circumstances. �ankfully 
we have a vaccine coming, 
but much of how we live 2021 
will be determined by how 
we behave in the last days of 
2020. So please, as we enjoy 
our Christmas celebrations, 
stay safe, stick to the rules 
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Warmest Christmas greetings to all our readers
and look a�er each other, so 
we can begin our journey back 
to normality together in 2021.

Oban Community Council – 
Marri Malloy 
�e members of Oban 
Community Council would 
like to extend their thanks 
to the local community for 
their support over the last 
di�cult year, and hopefully 
the coming year proves to be 
a healthier and happier time 
for everyone. All that remains 
for me as Convenor of OCC 
to wish everyone a safe and 
healthy Christmas,   in the 
hope the New Year brings 
an end to this pandemic the 
world has been a�ected with. 
Please remember to follow the 
rules to keep each and every 
one of you safe.  FACTS

Bishop Brian McGee
�ere has been a lot of talk 
recently about Christmas 
being cancelled. Of course, we 
know that would be impos-
sible. It is certainly true that 
unfortunate circumstances 
have forced many of our 
customs to be cancelled. �is 
disappoints us since we enjoy 
them. However, perhaps the 
‘stripping away’ of Christmas 
can actually help us enjoy its 
deeper meaning.

�e central, beautiful truth 
of Christmas remains: God 
loved us so much Jesus took 
on our human nature and 
redeemed us. Although divine 
the child Jesus knew vulner-
ability: no home, poverty, 
his life endangered, seeking 
safety abroad. Jesus was born, 
not because we were perfect 
and strong, but because we are 
weak and frail.

May this ‘unusual’ 
Christmas remind us that the 
Saviour is greater than our 
weaknesses, trials and worries 
and that he was born to set us 
free. Merry Christmas!

The Very Rev’d Margi 
Campbell, Dean 
of the Diocese 
of Argyll and 
The Isles and 
Provost of St 
John’s Episcopal 
Cathedral

It has been wonder-
ful to see the growing 
lights in and around Oban, 
trees bursting with brilliance 
in windows and vibrant illu-
minations punctuating the 
dark evenings. �e sharing 
of joy and hope in these hard 
times.

At our Midnight Christmas 
Eucharist we will read the 
message that ‘the light shines 
in the darkness and the 
darkness cannot overcome 
it’  and rejoice that the light 
which came in Jesus to break 
through all that is dark in life, 
is renewed in us. Over the past 
year, hope has seemed hard, 
light limited and joys were 
o�en few and far between. But 
the message of Christmas is 
that even in the darkest times, 
God is still present; even if 
the candle is �ickering, God’s 
light cannot be extinguished.

So as lights grow in and 
around Oban, I pray that the 
brightness of God’s love will 
�ll you with hope, great joy 
and much peace now and in 
the coming year.

Rev Dugald Cameron 
(Kilmore and Oban)
May you have a meaningful 
Christmas and a blessed new 
year of 2021. And if this is to 
mean more than platitudes 
then I will quote from Mary’s 
Magni�cat in Luke’s Gospel.

She senses that the new life of 
the Christ-child within her has 
implications for the world, so 
she sings of God;

He has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones, 
and li�ed up the lowly;

he has �lled the hungry with 
good things, and sent the rich 
away empty.

If we are to move on 
from the misery of 2020 
in meaningful ways, we 
need real change in 2021; 
valuing the NHS and care 
workers, standing up for 
truth against fake news and 
populism, and restoring our 

planet. �e Son of 
God was not made 

incarnate to worry 
turkeys, rather to 
be the Saviour. 
His Kingdom 
turns the world 

upside down; 
healing, challenging, 

visioning, bringing in 
His Kingdom. �e eyes of the 
world will be on Scotland at 
COP26 in November. May we 
be part of something blessed 
and meaningful – turning 
words into action.

Kay McDonald, BID4Oban
Christmas is nearly here with 
all the excitement and joy it 
brings and although it may be 
slightly di�erent this year it’s 
time to throw ourselves into 
the holiday season whole-
heartedly and make it the 
very best we can. On behalf 
of everyone at BID4Oban 
we wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a peaceful, 
happy and prosperous New 
Year.
David Kinniburgh, Provost
We enter this festive season 
having experienced a year 
like no other and it is di�cult 
to comprehend that when 
lockdown was introduced in 
March we would be ending 
this year with strict measures 
and restrictions still in place.

Many have been a�ected by 
this pandemic with the loss of 
loved ones and our thoughts 
are with them especially at 
this special time of year. 

�is year’s festivities, of 
course, will be very di�erent 
with many families and 
friends unable to gather in the 
numbers that they normally 
would but we end the year on 
a high with the �rst vaccina-
tions against Covid-19 being 
administered which could be 
a big step towards life as near 
normal again in the New Year.

So may I wish you all a 
very Merry 

C h r i s t m a s 
and a 

H a p p y 
N e w 
Year and 
however 

you are 
c e l e br a t-

ing, stay safe.
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Warmest Christmas greetings to all our readers

Councillor Roddy McCuish
Let’s forget about Cyber 
Monday, Black Friday, next 
day delivery guaranteed, buy 
one get one free. Instead let’s 
focus on the true meaning of 
Christmas.

Despite the inevitable 
hardships and tragedies of 
life – and we have had plenty 
this year – let us embrace the 
small moments of happiness.

At this time of year we all 
become the people we would 
like to be. Let us all try and 
stretch this that bit further 
and be that person all year 
round in 2021.

I wish you all the very best 
Christmas possible and a 
bright future in the year to 
come. 

Don’t look back that’s not 
where you are going.

Councillor Jim Lynch
�is year has been like no 
other. �roughout this 
di�cult period key workers 
and local communities have 
stepped forward, pulled 
together and supported each 
other day a�er day. For this 
we are all eternally grateful.

May this Christmas end 
the present year on a more 
cheerful note and make way 
for a fresh and bright New 
Year. Stay safe, take care and 
have a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!
Councillor Elaine Robertson
�is year has been a trau-
matic, sad and very di�cult 

year for many, and 
to those who have 
lost loved ones, I 
send my deepest 
sympathy.

Christmas and 
a New Year bring 
hope to us all.   I 
wish you a happy 
and peaceful Christmas 
and look forward to a less 
stressful 2021.

Take care, Stay safe, Keep 
well, and enjoy! With very 
best wishes.

Councillor Jamie McGrigor
I wish all the people of Oban 
and the Isles a very Happy 
Christmas.

�e year 2020 has been a 
very hard and di�cult expe-
rience for Argyll’s businesses 

and especially for 
the young. �ose 

in the health and 
care services have 
proved them-
selves so worthy 
of applause as 

have those workers 
who have kept the 

critical services going 
despite the obvious dangers to 
their lives in so doing.

But perhaps the lockdown 
was lessened by Argyll’s 
beautiful countryside and the 
lovely weather in early sum-
mer. I became increasingly 
aware of the birds and chang-
ing seasons. I noticed how 
neighbours were so keen to 
help when needed. Let’s make 
use of what the pandemic has 
taught us!

I greatly look forward to 
a Happy New Year for 
all of us in 2021.
Councillor Kieron 
Green
�ese last few 
months have 
shown how the 
communities of 
Oban and Lorn have 

incredible resilience. An 
enormous thanks has to be 
given to the many volunteers 
stepping forward to help 
the most vulnerable, 
and the commit-
ment of health, 
social care and 
other essential 
workers to keep 
vital services 
running. I would 
like to wish everyone 
a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.
Kees van Rein, Oban Rotary
At Christmas we usually 
make up the balance of how 
we fared the past year. 

For many 
Oban Times’ readers it 
was normal until in March 
Covid-19 started to have its 

devastating e�ects – 
from isolation, to 

loss of jobs and 
income, or en-
terprises going 
bust due to lack 
of revenue. 
Some received 

support others 
were le� in the cold.

�e Rotary Oban Club also 
su�ered, halting our regular 
agenda of fundraising for good 

purposes or have our 
meetings. 

We did manage 
to continue some 
activities with 
schools, also, 
we could still 
support some 

societies provid-
ing services to the 

needy which are pres-
ently overburdened to meet 
demand.

Hopefully we will all soon 
be able to make an evaluation 
of the situation and decide 
how to proceed in future. 

�e Oban area has a re-
silient population that has 
overcome adversity in the 
past. �erefore I am sure we 
will recover from this setback 
and quickly pick up our lives 
again.

READMORE
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k
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Friends of Oban Hospice 
marked its 15th annual Light 
up a Life service in the gardens 
of the Corran Halls.

Covid   restrictions meant 
the 2020 event, remembering 
the lives of loved ones, had to 
be held outdoors this year and 
was recorded live on the hos-
pice’s Facebook page so people 
could watch it from their own 
homes.

A small group of Friends and 
board members from the hos-
pice group did attend, keeping 
to government guidelines.

Chairman of Oban Hospice 
Ltd David Entwistle opened 
the event with a pledge that as 
soon as restrictions allow, it 
will be business as usual in the 
Dove Centre and Community 
Services.

Ken Hunter gave a short 
comforting prayer followed 

by a moving rendition of 
Highland Cathedral by Callan 
McGuigan. David Evans end-
ed proceedings with thanks to 
everyone who had taken part 
in the evening’s service, in-
cluding Euan Dewar of Oban

Electrics who turns out 
faithfully every year to make 
sure the lights come on at the 

correct time. Also thanked 
were Andrew of Argyll-live for 
enabling access to the Corran 
Halls, and Peter Darling who 
kindly recorded the event. And 
special thanks were also given 
to the community of Oban, 
Lorn and the Islands for its 
unfailing generous support of 
the Hospice movement.

� e recorded service can still 
be viewed on Oban Hospice 
Ltd Facebook page.

Hospice switch-on sees 
loved ones remembered

Fewer people were able to attend Oban Hospice Ltd’s Light 
up A Life event, but the event was recorded so people could 
watch at home. Photographs: Peter Darling

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Lifeline ferry needed 
for stranded islanders
Continued from page one.
a frequent occurrence in winter 
months. 

When it does happen, the 
marina puts out an alert on a 
WhatsApp group and its web-
site to let residents know.

‘If people can get to the ferry 
and want to use it, that’s not a 
problem,’ added Mrs King.

One family with two children 
has already le�  due to problems 
accessing the mainland and 
others are struggling to get to 
work, doctors’ appointments 
and shops, facing long walks to 
the Gallanach ferry and back 
home, sometimes having to 
rely on just torchlight.

Mr Shields says the situation 
is ‘absolutely desperate’, but 
added: ‘It’s not the responsi-
bility of a private business to 
provide a lifeline for residents. 
� ey should not be held over a 
barrel. � at’s the simple fact.’

IKDT had already asked 
for £40,000 from the Scottish 
Government and help from 
Argyll and Bute Council to 
keep the marina’s reduced-rate 
winter ferry running, but with 
no success. A spokesperson 
for Argyll and Bute Council 

said: ‘� e council is working 
with the Scottish Government 
to help deliver a permanent 
solution for residents living 
on the north of the island. 
In the meantime we would 
welcome government support 
for a short-term, life-line ferry 
service.’

Mike Russell MSP has also 
been lobbying to get help 
‘but no-one is willing to step 
forward’ to provide the money 
needed, said Mr Shields, add-
ing: ‘Who is responsible? Is it 
the government or the council? 
Lots of people are talking about 
it but no-one wants to say we’ve 
got this, we’ve got you.

‘What we need urgently is an 
emergency dig out...£20,000 
would fund the development 
trust to run a community ferry 
in the short-term, two ferries a 
day until March, working with 
Oban Marina. 

‘We hope we can talk about 
the road connecting both ends 
of the island being a reality in 
the near future. It’s in touching 
distance but for the time being 
we have got half the island 
population in crisis in terms of 
accessing the mainland.’

Now your cake has been sitting and being fed for 
the last few weeks its time to ice. There are various 
options available and readymade marzipan and 
icing sheets that can be used that are available in 
local shops. If you want to make this simple icing 
recipe from scratch, please see the recipe below.

Ingredients
• 500g Marzipan – either ready rolled or block
• ½ Jar of apricot jam
• 500g Icing sugar
• 75-100ML Lemon juice
• Decorations to add that fi nishing touch
• Cake board slightly larger than the cake

Method
In a small saucepan add half a jar of apricot jam and 
heat. Do not allow to boil and stir well. Try to use 
jam that does not have excessive lumps of fruit. If 
it is lumpy, you may need to sieve.  Place about a 
dessert spoon of the jam on your cake board. Spread 
the jam across the base just short of the size of your 
cake. Place the cake on top, the jam will ensure your 
cake sticks to the board. Spread the remainder of 
the heated jam across the top and the sides of the 
cake. By the time you are fi nished the cake will have 
a beautiful glaze to it. Now is the time to place the 
marzipan in the cake. If using ready rolled this is a 
simple process and you can place straight onto the 
cake and ensure the full cake and sides are covered. 

ICING FOR CHRISTMAS CAKE

Trim off  any excess marzipan. If using block 
marzipan, mould into a ball with your hands and 
place on a work surface with some icing sugar so 
it does not stick and roll out to form a circle to a 
depth of about 6mm and 35-40cm across. Place 
the rolled-out marzipan on top of the cake and 
mould round the cake. Leave the marzipan on 
the cake to dry at room temperature and do not 
ice for at least 24-48 hours. This is important.
To make the icing sugar, it is best to use a mixer 
unless you want to give your arms a workout! 
Sieve the icing sugar into a bowl. This makes 
the mixing process easier. Put about a quarter 
of the icing sugar in a bowl and add about half 
the lemon juice. Mix until all combined. Add 
more icing sugar about two tablespoons at a 
time. If the mix is stiff ening add a little more 
lemon juice. Keep mixing until the icing is nice 
and thick but workable. When you are happy the 
icing is well mixed start to spoon onto the cake. I 
fi nd spooning as much on as possible to the top 
helps in spreading over the top and side of the 
cake. A tip for spreading the icing is to have a 
bowl of boiling water that you can dip a spoon or 
pallet knife into to spread the icing. This will also 
give a nice sheen to the cake. The icing does not 
need to be beautifully smooth, remember this 
is your cake and your style. Once iced add any 
decorations you wish. Enjoy!

Brought to you by BID4Oban
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Alba is the winner of Oban’s 
best-dressed shop window 
competition.

Out of lots of entries across 
the town, the chain of Alba 
shops that line one side end of 
Albany Street were declared 
worthy of �rst place.

In the absence of this year’s 
Oban Winter Festival, the 
contest was organised for the 
�rst time by BID4Oban.

BID’s chief executive Andrew 
Spence and Oban ambassador 
Kay MacDonald had the di�-
cult task of judging the entries.

Button Nose Boutique, re-

cently moved from Stevenson 
Street to bigger premises in 
Airds Crescent, came second 
followed by Orsay gi� gallery 
in Stevenson Street.

�e Olive Garden restaurant 
on the Railway Pier also got a 
special commendation.

Mr Spence said all the 
decorated windows around 
town had ‘done an amazing 
job of brightening up the end 
of 2020’.

Tills have been ringing out in 
Oban as shoppers get ready for 
Christmas. 

Mr Spence said: ‘We are 

Alba wins Oban’s best-dressed window
getting good reports that the 
town’s busy with lots of people 
out shopping and buying 
locally.

‘Anyone who wants to buy 
local but doesn’t quite know 
what to buy, we’d encourage 
them to give LoveOban 
vouchers.’

�e vouchers are now availa-

ble to buy on-line and are also  
in participating shops.

Mr Spence said Alba’s win-
dows were consistently the best 
when it comes to inspiration.

Another window with an 
eye-catching display is Mary’s 
Meals charity shop with a 
mountain of toilet roll taking 
pride of place.

Button Nose Boutique caught the eye of judges.

Alba in Albany Street is the Christmas 2020 best-dressed 
shop window winner.

This 
jolly Christmas 
scene at The 
Olive Garden 
came highly 
commended 
by best-
dressed 
window 
judges.

Orsay took third place in the best-dressed Christmas shop 
window contest for 2020
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Michelin star chefs Tom 
Kitchin and Nick Nairn are 
teaming up with Dalmally-
based Mary’s Meals to spread 
joy this Christmas.

Although living many miles 
apart, the pair virtually pulled 
a social-distanced, giant crack-
er to celebrate the arrival of the 
Mary’s Meals online Christmas 
table.

� e duo are inviting people to 
set a place at the table as a gi�  
for their family and friends, 
enabling a child to receive 
nutritious meals every school 
day for a year.

MasterChef guest judge Tom 
Kitchin said: ‘Christmas is 
looking a little di� erent this 
year, with many planning to 
pull virtual crackers like Nick 
and I, instead of around the 
festive table. Yet Christmas 
remains such a special time for 

my family and me. I hope that 
people will join us and share 
festive hope and happiness with 
children living in the world’s 
poorest countries by setting a 

place at Mary’s Meals’ virtual 
Christmas dinner table.’

Nick Nairn became the 
youngest Scottish chef to win 
a Michelin star in the early 

1990s, while aged 29. Kitchin 
was awarded his � rst Michelin 
star in 2006, making him the 
youngest ever recipient world-
wide at the time.

‘I’ve known Tom for many 
years and really admire his 
work. I’m delighted to team 
up with him to promote the 
amazing work of Mary’s Meals, 
especially during this year of 
hardship and hunger for so 
many across the world. I hope 
others will get involved and gi�  
hope this Christmas.’

‘For just £15.90 – enough to 
feed a child every day for an 
entire school year – supporters 
can set a place at Mary’s Meals’ 
virtual Christmas dinner table 
for their friends and family. 
� eir name will appear online, 
and they will receive a digital 
placemat to pass on as a gi� .’

And throughout December, 
these gi� s will go even further, 
with the UK government 
matching public donations to 
Mary’s Meals until January 31 
2021, up to £2 million. Funding 
raised will allow Mary’s Meals 
to reach more than 43,000 hun-
gry children in Bong County, 

Liberia, with a life-changing 
meal at school.

Daniel Adams, executive di-
rector of Mary’s Meals, said: ‘In 
a year that’s been so di�  cult for 
us all, our virtual Christmas 
dinner brings together people 
from around the globe who be-
lieve that every child deserves 
an education and enough to 
eat.

‘As we think about new ways 
to connect and celebrate this 
year, it’s thanks to the kindness 
of those who set a place, that 
we can invite those hungry 
children, virtually, to share our 
table by gi� ing life-changing 
school meals. I can’t think of a 
better present to give or receive 
this Christmas.’

Around the world, Mary’s 
Meals is reaching more than 
1.6 million hungry children in 
19 of the poorest countries with 
a nutritious daily meal.

To set a place at the virtual 
table visit marysmeals.org.uk.

Chefs have cracker of a way 
to spread joy this Christmas

Celebrity chefs Tom Kitchin and Nick Nairn, photographed separately, go Christmas crackers 
for Mary’s Meals. Photograph: Chris Watt.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk



�e Oban Times
Thursday 17 December 2020 NEWS  15

OT

�e Rotary Club of Oban’s 
Old Folks Christmas Lunch 
Committee have kicked in to 
high gear this week with the 
alternative arrangements for 
this year’s lunch event.

Even though the Old Folks 
Christmas Lunch can’t go 
head this year due to Covid-19, 
Oban Rotary are determined 
to let our senior community 
members know that everyone 
is thinking of them and send-
ing their kind thoughts, love 
and support   at this di�cult 
time.

�e Rotary Elves are work-
ing overtime to   send out 
Christmas cards and a small 
gi� to as many senior com-
munity members as possible 
this Christmas to add a little 
sparkle to the festive season.

�e Rotary Club of Oban 
have had great support from 
people in the community, par-
ticularly �e Crerar  Trust and 
BID4Oban for their ongoing 

support, Calum MacLeod and 
family of Piazza and Eeusk 
Restaurants, who has donated 
gi�s, and McQueen Brothers 
who have helped with taking 
entries for the ra�e.

Graham McQueen will be 
on Oban FM giving a history 
of the OLDS Christmas Lunch 
on December 9, followed 

by Rotarian Ciorsti Baxter 
on Oban FM on December 
16. Don’t miss these special 
broadcasts with host Campbell 
Cameron.

Oban Rotary President Kees 
van Reins said: ‘We have more 
than 300 cards and small gi�s 
ready to go in Santa’s Sleigh 
and we have had dozens of 

entries into our free Hamper 
Ra�e. Please do not forget to 
enter the ra�e as soon as you 
can by phoning McQueen 
Brothers on 01631 564848.

‘Personally, I can’t wait to 
help Santa with his deliveries 
in the coming week. Hopefully 
we can spread some much 
needed Cheer this Christmas 
despite the pandemic. Our 
lunch is postponed but we 
hope our OLDS will be in all 
our thoughts especially dur-
ing  this Christmas.’

Rotary ensures elderly 
receive festive goodies

Oban Rotary president Kees 
van Rein.

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Who was your Christmas 
Angel during Covid-19?
Oban FM has launched a new 
campaign to reward someone 
who has gone above and be-
yond during lockdown. 

Supported by BID4Oban, the 
community radio station will 
present a ‘Christmas Angel’ 
with £50 of LoveOban vouch-
ers just before Christmas. 

�e Christmas Angel will be 
someone who has pulled out all 
the stops to help the communi-
ty this year – supported others 
by picking up prescriptions or 
shopping, for example; putting 
others’ needs before their own. 

Writing on their website, 
Oban FM said: ‘�is has been a 
challenging year for everyone, 
but if there’s one positive 
thing we can take from this 
pandemic, it’s the kindness 
and community spirit people 
have shown.’

Andrew Spence, chief 
executive of BID4Oban, said: 
‘BID4Oban recognises this has 
been an exceptionally di�cult 
year for many people in our 
community.  Who would have 
thought this time last year we 
were going to face the trials 
and tribulations that 2020 has 
foisted on us? 

‘We would like to recognise 
a true angel in our wonderful 
town who has gone above and 
beyond the call of duty and 
demonstrates true kindness 
and support through their 
actions. Many residents, busi-
nesses and organisations have 
risen to the challenges and 
gone the extra mile for others.’

If you know somebody who 
matches this description, you 
can nominate them by email-
ing sales@obanfm.scot, writ-
ing to Oban FM, 132 George 
Street, PA34 5NT, or visiting 
www.obanfm.scot.  

Include your name and con-
tact number, as well as your 
angel’s name, contact number, 
and the reasons you believe 
they deserve to win.

�e closing date for entries is 
Tuesday December 22. �ere 
are no age restrictions on who 
can win, however, nominees 
must be local.

Kilmore 100 Club
Winners of the Kilmore big 
Christmas 100 Club draw 
were: £100 A Maxwell,  £300  
C Robertson,  £500 J Kemp.
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd AileinKindness over� ows
We are well and truly coming into the festive 
season and it is fantastic to see and hear 
about all the events that are happening or are 
being organised across the region.

� is week we hear about the various 
Christmas markets that have taken place 
on Lismore and here on the mainland, 
and the hard work islanders have put in to 
brightening up Mull this festive season.

We also have our annual Christmas 
messages. And don’t forget to make a date 
in your diary to visit Santa at the drive-thru 
grotto that is being set up at Oban Fire 
Station on Saturday.

However, one of the most heart-warming 
things you can read about this week is 
how our communities have pulled out all 
the stops to support the Salvation Army’s 
Christmas present appeal.

Organisers received an unprecedented 
response this year, with hundreds of gi� s 
–  from baby clothes to toys, games, toiletries 
and lots more – being sorted through for 
social workers and other care organisations 
to pick up and distribute.

� is has not been an easy year for most 
people, but the fact everyone has dug deep 
and thought of others is a testimony to the 
kindness and generosity that is so visible in 
our communities.

Ged a tha adhartas san t-srì an aghaidh Covid 
19 misneachail da-rìribh feumar a bhith 
mothachail air earail eòlaichean gum bi co-
dhiù mìosan mus tèid banachdach air a h-uile 
neach, agus tron ùine sin thig dhuinn a bhith 
faiceallach. Chan eil sin gu bhith soirbh idir 
aig àm den bhliadhna far am bheil sinn uile gu 
nàdarra togarrach agus dualach a bhith a’ co-
imhead romhainn le misneachd gu bliadhna ùr. 
’S tric a chluinnear clann òga a’ miannachadh 
gum maireadh àm Nollaige fad na bliadhna, 
gun mhothachadh gum fàsadh iad gu math 
sgìth agus theagamh neo-ar-thaingeil air an 
t-suidheachadh sin ann an ùine gu math goirid. 

Saoilidh mi � ìn gur e na tha sinn a’ sùile-
achadh à ràith an t-subhachais seo, na tha sinn 
an dòchas a tha e a’ gealltainn gu spioradail agus 
saoghalta, a tha ga � àgail cho  sònraichte. Bho 
chionn seachdain bha mi a’ dèanamh coimeas 
eadar aoibhneas naidheachd soirbheachaidh 
banachdach a’ choròna-bhìorais agus � os mun 
t-sìth aig crìoch an Dàrna Cogaidh. Gun teag-
amh b’ e dà àm eachdraidheil a bh’ annta dhan 
dùthaich seo, ach dìreach seachdain air adhart 
agus tha mi a’ sgrìobhadh air latha eile a tha ga 
mheas mar latha eachdraidheil, agus ’s dòcha 
latha a bhios glè mhillteach dha Breatann.

Beagan is bliadhna air ais chualas Prìomhaire 
ùr a’ gealltainn gun lìbhrigeadh esan Brexit 
taobh a-staigh na h-ùine a bha comharraichte 

ro dheireadh 2020. Air an claoidh le bliadhna-
ichean de naidheachdan is deasbad gun sgur 
mun chuspair bha mòran an dùil gun robh 
sin a’ ciallachadh an aonta-malairt a bhathas 
a’ meas deatamach leis an Roinn Eòrpa, ach 
an-diugh tha e air fàs glè choltach nach eil 
sin dol a thachairt. An deach an gealladh a 
thug Boris Johnson a bhriseadh ma-thà? Uill 
thathas ag innse dhuinn a-nise gur e bha e a’ 
ciallachadh nuair a gheall e “Brexit a choile-
anadh” ach an dùthaich a thoirt a-mach às an 
Aonadh Eòrpach, is nach do gheall e aonta-ma-
lairt. � a cliù aig Johnson a bhith a’ briseadh 
gheallaidhean agus ged nach do chuir sin 
bacadh air faotainn gu ruige prìomh dhreuchd 
phoilitigeach na dùthcha, tha eòlaichean a’ cur 
air a mhanadh gun dìol e air a sheasamh ma 
thèid Breatann a-mach às an Aonadh Eòrpach 
gun aonta-malairt. Mar a tha cùisean an-diugh, 
is na còmhraidhean eadar Breatann agus a’ 
Bhruiseal anns na buillean mu dheireadh, tha 
e a’ coimhead coltach gum biodh aonta sam 
bith a’ ciallachadh gun cailleadh gnìomhachas 
an iasgaich a dh’aindeoin nan geallaidhean a 
� uair iadsan. 

Ach nan tigeadh aonta aig a’ mhionaid mu 
dheireadh dh’� eumadh na pàrtaidhean poilit-
igeach eile taic a chur ris, agus nach � àgadh sin 
gum biodh iad uile a’ briseadh gheallaidhean 
dha cuideigin?

MSP failed to mention Brexit
� is week a glossy publication from Donald 
Cameron MSP arrived through my letterbox 
extolling the virtues of being a Conservative 
candidate in next May’s Scottish elections.

Mr Cameron listed six subjects of concern he 
had been involved in recently. All important, yes, 
but why did he fail to mention the two sectors 
that face the challenge to their survival caused 
by Brexit: farming and � shing? Both sectors face 
severe � nancial ruin.

On � shing, west coast � shermen rely on rapid 
transit to get their catches of prawns, langous-
tines, crabs, lobsters etc to Europe within 24 
hours of landing. � ese vital exports will, due to 
Brexit, be subject to senseless bureaucracy of red 
tape before they reach their destination.

Warnings from the � shing businesses all along 
the west coast have been ignored by the UK 
Government. Coupled with this are tari� s set as 
Britain will no longer be an EU member.

Next, to farming. Everything points to constant 
� nancial hardship. Lamb exports vital for every 
sheep farmer in Scotland face EU levies of 40 per 
cent of the value of these animals.

For example, prime lambs currently worth £95 
to export will near be worth £58. � ese levels of 
return will make sheep production unviable. All 
exports of world-famous Scotch beef will be lev-
ied, as will our food and drink exports currently 
worth millions to the Scottish economy.

In the 2016 EU referendum Scotland voted 
62 per cent to 38 per cent to remain in the EU. 
As everyone in the UK surveys the last minute 
shambles of ‘No deal or Bad deal’, they must be 
amazed at the absolute mess we are in.

Our chance of salvation or rescue comes next 
May when Scotland has a chance to let Mr 
Cameron realise the folly of his party’s ways.

Robert MacIntyre, Rothesay.

Fine irresponsible hosts
I’d like to commend Ellis Butcher’s article 
(December 3) concerning tourists in Oban.  

As an Airbnb property owner myself, I have 
been screening all of my guests, to ensure that 
they are eligible to travel in order to keep the 
area safe. � is has been at a huge � nancial loss 
to myself, and is particularly galling when other 
properties, just a short distance from mine, are 
still welcoming guests from higher tiers than 
Argyll and Bute. � ere is largely no defence 
for this practice, as Airbnb hosts can check 
where their guests live.  However, I would say 
that I have experienced guests that lie and/or 
attempt to conceal they are travelling from a 
high tier area/England in lockdown two, but it 

just takes a few careful questions to unravel the 
truth.  Airbnb hosts are by no means alone as 
culprits for welcoming such guests. We’re aware 
of visitors to Seil from Glasgow recently, who 
had used an Isle of Man address to book with a 
‘cottage’ booking � rm. To add insult to injury, 
just yesterday I followed a Swiss car with a roof 
luggage box, that diligently followed its satnav all 
the way to Balvicar, Seil. Switzerland, at the time 
of writing, is a high risk/high infection country.

Irresponsible hosts should be � ned, similarly to 
those holding parties.

Name and address supplied.

Short, cheap option for Rest
� e Rest and Be � ankful is better known to the 
people of Argyll as the ‘Dripping Roast’ mean-
ing good money a� er bad and going nowhere.

I have studied all the di� erent proposals, many 
of which could no doubt work at great cost, 
though I feel my proposal would be the shortest 

and the cheapest option. Why not enter the 
A83 to the Old Military Road (lower) and keep 
down to the bottom of the valley and erect a 
steel structure on pillars, high enough for a rock 
slide – which, in my life, has never been seen as 
far down as the burn – to go underneath. Any 
cattle grazing would be protected in the shelter 
of pilings from a landslide and sheltered from 
the structure.

A viaduct or similar construction that joins 
the A83 around about the Lochgoilhead road 
in a graduated manner is within the capabilities 
of graders and other equipment to reduce the 
angle of the slope at the upper end of the road.

I do recall that they once landed a man on 
the moon so surely this simple and e� ective 
solution is possible.

Bobby Martin, Campbeltown, 
formerly of Martin Maintenance, HGV 

repairs and heavy vehicle recovery.
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MARTIN LAING
editor@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Shocking event
Some events take place that defy explanation 
and one of them occurred last week.

� ere was an armed robbery at the excellent 
Lorne pub in Stevenson Street in which a knife 
was used to threaten sta�  fairly early into the 
lunchtime service.

� ankfully, no one was hurt, although some 
of the team at the pub were understandably le�  
traumatised by the turn of events. 

A suspect was pretty quickly arrested and has 
made an initial appearance in court.

A couple of thoughts bothered me about 
this. One was simply to ponder how desperate 
the culprit must have been to have attempted 
this in the � rst place and, secondly, how on 
earth he thought he could possibly get away 
with it, given that patrons of the pub would 
all be witnesses with cameras on their mobile 
phones.

As my chum Davie Buchanan ventured 
during a discussion of the matter, how much 
(or how little) money could be gained from 
robbing a pub at 12.30 in the a� ernoon? As 
Davie said, virtually no money would have 
been paid into the cash register at that time of 
day and, anyway, doesn’t almost everyone at 
the moment pay by card anyway?

As many people have commented, the most 
important thing is that no one was injured 
physically and the perpetrator has been 
detained.

Coincidentally, I mentioned the Lorne last 
week and would take this opportunity to 
repeat that mine hosts Declan and Debbie run 
a tight ship. � e Lorne is one of the brightest 
stars in Oban’s � rmament, and Debbie tells me 
there has been a huge and positive response 
from customers and well-wishers.

Debbie added that the member of sta�  
involved is possibly the best member of the 
team they have ever had. She is having some 
time o�  – and is celebrating her birthday this 
week – and has my sincere good wishes. 

No one should have to go through this sort of 
thing and I’m personally hugely grateful that 
the pub team are okay. 

What do you think?  
Send you comments to editor@obantimes.
co.uk

St Conan’s lights up for Christmas 
Funding is lighting up St Conan’s Kirk to bring 
festive cheer to passers-by and visitors missing 
its annual Christmas Tree festival, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

Covid put a stop to this year’s tree festival 
but golden fairy lights in the historic church’s 
grounds at Lochawe are giving the kirk a season-
al glow to light up the dark nights.

� e Friends of St Conan’s wanted to do some-
thing else to mark the start of Christmas in 
place of the festival that regularly attracts scores 
of entries from groups, charities, schools and 
organisations all vying for � rst prize.

‘A� er such a very di�  cult year for everyone, it 
was decided to � oodlight St Conan’s and � ll the 
garden with lights to cheer up the community,’ 
said Liz Mackay from the Friends group.

‘� e hope is that this will bring some Christmas 
warmth and hope to everyone visiting or passing 
by on the main road,’ she added.

In addition to funding from the Friends, the 
lights project was supported by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Supporting Communities Fund and 
Glenorchy and  Innishail Community Council.

Despite the di�  culties of 2020 there is much to 
raise the spirits around St

Conan’s, said Mrs Mackay.
Anyone visiting from now can see that the res-

toration work on the stunning Rose Window has 
been completed, another project well-supported 
by the community and by various grant funders.

In the spring there will be a celebration and 
rededication  for both the Rose Window and the 

kirk’s  new organ which was kindly gi� ed to St 
Conan’s by Achnaba Parish Church.

Outside the kirk, path improvement 
work continues and thanks go to the 
Breedon group for its generous donation 

of a large quantity of small granite chips.
‘Next year, the Christmas Tree Festival will be 
back, marking the start of Christmas in the area. 
For now the garden lights signify hope and cheer 
for the whole community,’ said Mrs Mackay.

Golden lights � ood St Conan’s Kirk to cheer up the dark nights.

Salmon farm fund 
waterproofs outdoor 
wear for nursery
Wet winter days will be a walk in the park 
for this group of youngsters and their 
minders a� er a donation of colourful 
waterproofs.

Rainbow Child Care in Dunsta� nage 
near Oban got funds from Scottish Sea 
Farm’s (SSF) nearby farm to buy new sets 
of all-weather gear for six of its nursery 
sta�  and 60 children.

Manager of SSF’s Dunsta� nage farm 
David Du� y understands what it is like 
to battle the elements so he enlisted the 
support of the company’s Heart of the 
Community Trust to buy the outdoor 
clothing.

Mr Du� y’s wife Jane, who works at the 
nursery, said: ‘Before Covid, a lot of our 
learning was outside but since the pan-
demic we’re outdoors 50 per cent of the 
time because it’s a safer environment.

‘Our motto is we don’t go out if there is 
a yellow weather warning, but if it’s just 
rainy or windy we’ll be out in the open 
air. � at means the children’s own suits 
can get soaked in the morning so having 
additional waterproofs to go back out in 
the a� ernoon is a godsend for us. We’re 
extremely grateful to Scottish Sea Farms.’

Children and sta�  from Rainbow Child 
Care all togged up thanks to SSF.
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DOMESTIC   AGRICULTURAL   INDUSTRIAL

Tel/Fax: 01586 552963    Mob: 07979 383140
Colonsay Woodlands Drive  Campbeltown Argyll PA28 6JW
All at Archie Houston Electrical would like to wish all 

our customers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. Thank you for your continued support.
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Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames,

machinery, building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com    www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

Merry christmas to all our customers
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BUSINESS NEWS
National bank branding win 
for company with Oban studio

An online marketplace to showcase artisan 
island products is helping to support small 
businesses selling arts, cra� s and local 
produce.

Joe and Chloe McFadden established 
� e Mull and Iona Shop in response to the 
e� ect coronavirus was having on the Inner 
Hebridean islands where visiting tourists 
play a vital role in their economy.

� e online shop opened in August and 
Joe said they have been ‘completely over-
whelmed’ by the response from creators 
wanting to showcase their products and 
the hundreds of customers from all over 
the world. Joe said: ‘Our island artisan 
producers are facing challenges from the 
lack of visitors and visitors are missing our 
islands, so the online shop was born.

‘Shopping here provides access to a great 
selection of original and authentic gi� s, 
while supporting the independent small 
businesses and creators living and working 
on our islands. When the pandemic swept 
over the country we watched visitors dis-
appear and the community come together.

‘Many small businesses on the islands 
depend on visitors. � ey are businesses that 
rely predominantly on face to face sales and 
may not have needed an online presence 
before.’ 

Online shop helps 
island producers

Some of the Mull and Iona Shop 
products available online.

A 

branding agency with studios in Glasgow and 
Oban has won a major  contract on behalf of � e 
Scottish National Investment Bank.

Freytag Anderson is headed up by German and 
Scottish creative duo Daniel Freytag, who was 
raised in Oban, and Greig Anderson.

In 2010, the Glasgow business was established 
and that was followed in 2015 by the Dungallan 
Studio on Gallanach Road, Oban. Daniel wanted 
to raise his family in Oban.

� e company has grown to work with local, 
national and international clients.

In a nutshell, it ‘creates simple ideas, designed 
to cut through the noise’ and helps businesses 
communicate who they are and what they do.

� e branding exercise for the Scottish National 
Investment Bank follows the creation of a new 
mission-led institution for Scotland.

Its primary objective is to invest in projects and 
businesses and provide a commercial return for 
the people of Scotland.

� e branding work was commissioned by the 
Scottish Government and involved a rigorous 
procurement process with the agency up against 
the great and the good of Scotland’s designers.

Daniel said it was an ‘immensely signi� cant’ 
project for the studio: ‘� ey approached us be-
cause they liked what we did and how we worked. 
It also helped that we were named Scottish 
Design Studio of the Year 2020.

‘It feels good to have our work and slightly 
unusual studio structure validated.’

‘We were (and are) hugely proud to have been 
asked to work on such an important project for 
Scotland. It’s not everyday that you have the 
opportunity to create a brand which encapsu-
lates a positive and exciting future for your own 
country. One which has the potential to impact 
all areas of Scotland – including Oban and the 

Islands.’ Explaining the requirements of the pro-
ject, Daniel said: ‘As the name clearly provided a 
Scottish context, we wanted to avoid having any 
additional traditional Scottish cues.

‘We felt that there were more interesting and 
original ways to express what it means to be 
Scottish in 2020. We wanted to create a con-
temporary vision of Scotland - new and positive 
– but deeply connected to its people and natural 
environment.

‘� e name itself was a bit of a mouthful. In 
order to avoid people shortening it to SNIB, 
we placed ‘� e’ at the front, thereby creating a 
shorthand version of the name - � e Bank. As an 
entirely mission-led institution, it was important 
that � e Bank’s missions were at the heart of 

the brand. To do this we developed a dynamic 
and � exible identity system by highlighting the 
words ‘� e’ and ‘Bank’, and placing evocative 
mission statements within the logotype.

‘� e logotype is supported by ‘� e Measure’, 
an iconic graphic device inspired by � e Bank’s 
primary missions of equality, sustainability and 
innovation, whilst also referencing the Scottish 
landscape. Colour, type, photography and a 
graphic framework combine to create distinct 
visual narrative for Scotland’s � rst development 
bank.’

Eilidh Mactaggart, chief executive o�  cer for 
� e Scottish National Investment Bank, praised 
the company’s involvement. 

She said: ‘Freytag Anderson understood 

Daniel Freytag of Freytag Anderson, above; and above right, some of the ‘striking, distinctive’ work the company carried out for The Bank.

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk
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Send us your business news by emailing  
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National bank branding win 
for company with Oban studio

Training programme 
wins energy award
A training programme to prepare research 
students for the o� shore renewable energy 
sector has been recognised with a Scottish 
Green Energy award.

Led by the University of Edinburgh, the 
Industrial Centre for Doctoral Training 
in O� shore Renewable Energy (IDCORE), 
which has input from the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science (SAMS),  
won an award for contribution to skills at 
the recent virtual prizegiving ceremony.

Since its inception, IDCORE has trained 
more than 60 engineering doctoral 
students to support the o� shore renewable 
energy sector. 

As part of the programme, SAMS UHI, 
part of the University of the Highlands 
and Islands, shares its marine science 
expertise.

Students are taught how renewable 
energy machines interact with the natural 
environment and how it interacts with 
them.

� e students are introduced to the sea, 
including aspects such as the biology of 
marine mammals, birds, � sh as well as the 
myriad of organisms like barnacles which 
will grow on machines and reduce their 
e�  ciency. In a second summer school, 
they learn about how their sector interacts 
with other people’s interests and activities 
at sea, including aquaculture, shipping, 
tourism and governance.

Professor Ben Wilson, who co-ordinates 
the SAMS UHI programme, said: ‘It’s 
important the introduction of a new green 
industry doesn’t itself negatively impact 
the natural world or other users of the sea. 

‘Being able to broaden the perspectives 
of the brightest future engineers working 
in these sectors is a pleasure. Being part 
of the team that won the SSE Renewables 
sponsored Contribution to Skills Award is 
a proud moment for us.’

� e awards are organised by Scottish 
Renewables and sponsored by EDF 
Renewables to honour those making 
outstanding contributions to the future of 
renewable energy.

VisitScotland launches 
love local campaign
VisitScotland is calling on Scots to ‘love local’ 
this Christmas and support tourism in its time 
of need.

Supporting local businesses o� ers the best 
chance of protecting them for the future, it said.

As part of a new campaign, it will use its 
popular website and social media channels to 
showcase the range of gi� s, products and expe-
riences people can enjoy on their doorstep.

Worth more than £11.5 billion to the Scottish 
economy, and supporting one in 12 jobs, the 
Scottish tourism industry has been devastated 
by the pandemic.

However, throughout the year, stories of 
innovation and kindness emerged, said 
VisitScotland.

Examples include: Whitetail Gin Distillery on 
Mull, Loch Lomond Group and Islay’s Spirited 
Soap worked with Bruichladdich distillery to 
produce hand sanitiser. � e Harbour Inn on 
Islay delivered food and supported vulnerable 
people

Glenegedale House on Islay contacted other 
local businesses to help and assist with mental 
health tips and advice. � e Pu� er Bar and 
Restaurant on Easdale; ‘TES Coll’ on the Isle of 
Coll;  � e Tree Shop in Cairndow and Yellow 
Hare Café on Tiree all adapted to takeaway or 
delivery services. Isle20.com also launched as a 
virtual marketplace for hundreds of independ-
ent retailers on the Scottish islands.

Crerar Hotels which operates � e Loch Fyne 
Hotel and Spa, the Oban Bay Hotel and � e Isle 
of Mull Hotel & Spa, also welcomed more than 
380 NHS key workers and their families to its 
venues in August to say thank you for all their 
e� orts. As well as encouraging visitors to put 
Scottish tourism at the top of their Christmas 
2020 wish-lists, the national tourism organisa-
tion has also created a dedicated advice page on 
its website visitscotland.org where businesses 
can learn more about the campaign and how to 
get involved, as well as accessing advice on pro-
moting themselves to a local audience during 
the pandemic. David Adams McGilp, regional 

director for VisitScotland, said many tourism 
businesses in Argyll and the Isles sel� essly put 
the public’s needs � rst by creating takeaway 
services and adapting their o� erings.

He said: ‘Now many of these tourism busi-
nesses are worried for their future and it is 
our time to support them. Whether it’s buying 
gi�  vouchers, shopping online or on our high 
streets, dining out or booking a break on your 
doorstep, by loving local you are supporting 
communities during tough times and helping 
protect the places and businesses you love to vis-
it and rebuilding our valuable visitor economy.'

� e Scotland Loves Local campaign has been 
spearheaded by Scotland’s Towns Partnership 
(STP). Phil Prentice, STP’s chief o�  cer, said it 
was important to think local � rst.

‘Whether you do it in person or online - to buy 
a physical item or a gi�  card - please support 
the shops, eateries, hotels and all of those close 
to you. By doing so, you are investing in your 
community.’

To � nd out more about #ScotlandLovesLocal 
visit: www.VisitScotland.com/LoveLocal

instinctively the vision we had for � e Scottish 
National Investment Bank’s brand, and were 
able to translate this into striking, distinctive 
work.

‘� eir iterative approach meant that while 
they led the creative process, my team and I felt 
integral to the brand’s development. As a new 
development investment bank seeking to estab-
lish itself as a long term, successful and trusted 
investment institution, we are immensely proud 
that our branding re� ects our signi� cant ambi-
tions for � e Bank.’

Other clients of Freytag Anderson include � e 
Modern Cro� , Oban; 8 Doors Distillery, John 
O’Groats; SEC, Glasgow; Coco Chocolatier, 
Edinburgh; and Truenorth, Iceland.

Daniel Freytag of Freytag Anderson, above; and above right, some of the ‘striking, distinctive’ work the company carried out for The Bank.

VisitScotland is encouraging everyone todo 
thier Christmas shopping locally this year.

Do you have a business that, through no fault of 
your own, � nds itself confronting various pressing 
business problems as a direct result of the government 
restrictions to quell the spread of COVID-19?

CALL OUR DEDICATED HELPLINE
There are various options available to businesses and 
if you need a sounding board or to speak to a � nancial 
expert about your options, we are here to listen and 
o� er free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

4 High Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478
168 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000

{                                      }Wylie & Bisset giving free business advice 
to steer Scottish businesses through 

the Coronavirus crisis

Call now on 
0141 566 7096
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to all our customers

Lorne Street, 
Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 603596

Would like 
to thank all 

customers for 
their support this 

year and wish a 
Merry Christmas 

and a Happy 
New Year

Tel 01546 603596

All the staff  at Highland BlindCraft
would like to wish their customers a very 

Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year.
The best way to stay healthy is with a good nights sleep!

Highland Blindcraft
39 Ardconnel Street, Inverness

Tel: 01463 233662

Ailt-á-Mhuillin, BALLACHULISH, Argyll, PH49 4LB
Tel: 01855 811641  Fax: 01855 811013

Mobiles: 07970 824252 or 07970 824506
E-Mail: ksrefrigerationservices@btconnect.com

Wishing all our customers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Heat Pump Installations

On Call 24/7

Thanking all our customers 
throughout 2020 and wishing them 

Prosperity for the future.

Main Offi  ce No.6 South Pier, Oban PA34 4LS
Tel: 01631 570893 Fax: 01631 563565

Workshop at Oban Livestock Centre, PA34 4SD
Tel:  01631 566095  

E: john@jmacoban.co.uk
Mob: 07712654651
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Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our friends 
& neighbours 
from Calum & 
Ann MacPhail, 
Stronmilchan

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

 to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Ian & 
Moira MacInnes 

“GlenInnes”, Croft 
Road, Oban

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Hamish 
MacMillan, Appin.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Catherine 
MacKillop, 31 
Dunmar Court

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends and 

neighbours from 
Chrissie MacLea, 

Luing.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Ian & Sheila 
Campbell, Ardenlee, 

Pulpit Hill, Oban

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & 

neighbours from 
Willie and Moira, 

Dervaig

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all relatives, 
friends & 

neighbours from 
Mark and Elizabeth 

Mason

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all relatives, 
friends & 

neighbours from 
Harry Hickford, 

Tobermory

Merry Christmas 
to all relatives, 

friends & neighbours 
in Lismore, Appin, 

Benderloch, Connel, 
Taynuilt, Lochawe, 
Dalmally, Inveraray 
& Oban cheers to 
2021 from James 

MacArthur

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my family, 
friends & neighbours 

old & new 
from 

Liz Butler

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to my friends & 
relatives from 

Margaret Kilcullen, 
Milngavie Manor, 

Milngavie, G62 7TG

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from 
Maureen MacIntyre 

& Andrew Jr.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our friends 
& relatives from 
Mima & John 

McNab

SEASONS GREETINGS

All at Eadar Glinn Home 
wish families and friends 

a merry Christmas &
a Happy New Year

Mrs Joan Reffin, 
Etive House

would like to wish all 
her relatives, friends 

& neighbours a Merry 
Christmas & a Happy 

New Year

Christine 
McKillop

would like to wish all 
her relatives, friends 

and neighbours a 
Merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Year

Ewen and Katie 
MacLeod, 17 

Pulpit Rock, Oban
would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 
Christmas & a Happy 

New Year.

Wilson & Susan, 
7 Breadalbane 

Mews, Oban

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 

& neighbours a 
merry Christmas

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Winner must be at Tesco , Lochside, Oban, PA34 4HP for 9.30am January 18th. Excludes tobacco, lottery, baby food, non-food items and 
alcohol. Quantity limited to two per item. The winner will be given a hand held scanner to monitor spend to the value of £200.
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/
disposed immediately upon the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details will not 
be used for any other activity’.
DIGITAL SUBSCRIBERS
Digital subscribers who have an active subscription covering the period from December 11, 2020, to February 1, 2021, can enter the com-
petition by sending their name, address and email address that they subscribe with to Oban Times Trolley Dash Competition, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HB by 10am Thursday January 7. Only one entry per subscription permitted. Entrant must 
be able to attend the trolley dash in Oban on the January 18, 2021.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Winner must be at Tesco , Lochside, Oban, PA34 4HP for 9.30am January 18th. Excludes tobacco, lottery, baby food, non-food items and 
alcohol. Quantity limited to two per item. The winner will be given a hand held scanner to monitor spend to the value of £200.
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/
disposed immediately upon the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details will not 

We all spend far too much 
money over Christmas and 
New Year, so how great would 
it be  able to � ll your shopping 
trolley COMPLETELY FREE 
OF CHARGE in January?! 
Courtesy of our friends at 
Tesco in Oban, one lucky 
reader will win the chance to 
� ll their trolley with up to £200 
worth of goods (see T&C’s for 
exclusions). All you have to do is 
collect 4 tokens over four weeks 
starting on 10th December, get 
them to us by 10am � ursday 
7th  January and you will be 
entered into a prize draw to win 
this fantastic trolley dash. What 
are you waiting for, banish 
those post-Christmas blues and 
start collecting your tokens!

All 4 tokens must be sent in a 
single envelope to  Oban Times 
Trolley Dash Competition 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate Oban,PA34 
4HB. 

One token from each week is 
required, multiple entries are 
allowed, but must be submitted in 
separate envelopes. Photocopied 
tokens will not be accepted. 
Winners must agree to take part 
in publicity, Employees of Wyvex 
Media Ltd and their immediate 
family are not eligible to enter. 
� e editor’s decision is � nal.
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Your personal Christmas messages for 2020



A celebration 
of Oban’s 
young 
gol� ng star

Special supplement sponsored by



IT WASN'T ENOUGH
TO CREATE A DRIVER
THAT WENT FAR.

We changed the shape of the driver, allowing us to make it  

both fast and forgiving where you need it most: the downswing.  

Our Tour Players are loving it, but the real reason we changed 

the shape was to help make you better.

SO WE INVENTED
ONE THAT COULD
ALSO FORGIVE.
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PROUD SPONSORS OF ROBERT MACINTYRE.

IT WASN'T ENOUGH
TO CREATE A DRIVER
THAT WENT FAR.

We changed the shape of the driver, allowing us to make it 

both fast and forgiving where you need it most: the downswing. 

Our Tour Players are loving it, but the real reason we changed 

INVENTED
AT COULD
ORGIVE.



‘I always wanted to get to 
the European Tour, but I 
didn’t expect it honestly 
to happen in the � rst year.’

‘I always wanted to get to 
the European Tour, but I 
didn’t expect it honestly 
to happen in the � rst year.’

From the beginning
From promising amateur to the 56th best player in the world, 
Oban’s Robert (Bob) MacIntyre has experienced a meteoric 
rise to fame on the global golf circuit.

But how did he get there?
A le� -hander, Robert � rst o� ered a glimpse of his talent 

in 2013, when he became the � rst player to win the Scottish 
Youths’ Championship and Scottish Boys’ Open Stroke-Play 
Championship in the same year.

� at historic double saw him pick up the coveted Adam 
Hunter Award at the 2014 Scottish Golf Awards and it 
has been onwards and upwards ever since for the 
Glencruitten player.

In 2014, he won the Sir Henry Cooper Junior 
Masters, one of the top under-18 events on the 
Great Britain and Ireland calendar, at Nizels 
Golf and Country Club before building on 
that with an even bigger win the following 
season. � at was landed at Muir� eld, where 
Robert came from four holes down at the half-
way stage to beat Craigielaw’s Daniel Young 
by two holes in the title decider at the 
Open Championship venue. He then 
produced another eye-catching 
match-play performance 
the following year 
when getting to the 
� nal of the Amateur 
Championship at 
Royal Porthcawl.

Robert has also 
enjoyed team tri-
umphs, notably 
helping Scotland 
make it back-
to-back wins in 
the European 
Championship 
in France in 
2016. His per-
f o r m a n c e s 
that year, 
which also 
i n c l u d e d 
j o i n i n g 
forces with 
G r a n t 
F o r r e s t 
and Connor 
Syme to 
s e c u r e 
11th spot 
for Scotland 
in the 
Eisenhower 
Trophy in 
M e x i c o , 

earned him a spot in the Great Britain and Ireland team for the 
St Andrews Trophy.

His amateur record which saw him consistently feature 
within the top 15 of the WAGR (with a highest position of 
no. 6) secured him a place in the GB and I Walker Cup team at 
the Los Angeles Country Club, California.

MacIntyre turned professional soon a� er that Walker Cup 
appearance and wasted no time making his mark in the paid 
ranks. In just his second start as a pro, he won the Sahara 

Kuwait Golf Championship on the MENA Tour. With 
a closing 65 for a 14-under-par total, he triumphed 
by two shots over Englishman Luke Joy in the 54-
hole event at Sahara Golf and Country Club in 
Kuwait City.

MacIntyre backed up that excellent e� ort by 
making the 72-hole cut in the European Tour 
Qualifying School at Lumine Golf Club in 
Spain, where he was never worse than 71 in six 
rounds. He � nished joint-37th in the marathon 
test to secure a full Challenge Tour card in 2018.
In his rookie season as a professional golfer, the 

2 2 - y e a r -
old � nished 

second in 
t h e 

Foshan Open, 
secured a 
E u r o p e a n 
Tour card, and 

played with 
s o m e 
of the 
g a m e ’s 
greats.

‘ I 
a l w a y s 
wa nted 

to get 
to the 

European 
T o u r , ’ 

M a c I n t y r e 
told � e Oban 

Times. ‘But I 
didn’t expect 
it honestly to 
happen in the 

� rst year.
‘It’s been good,’ 

he said about 
his � rst year 
on the pro-

fe s s ion a l 
c i r c u i t . 
‘It was a 

shock, and it wasn’t a shock at the same time. A� er my start 
I was a wee bit behind, but once I got going I started feeling 
comfortable.’

December 2018 was a massive month for MacIntyre, who 
secured two top 15 � nishes, winning more than £31,000 in the 
process.

‘� e money is a reward at the end of it, that’s the way I try and 
see it,’ he said at the time. ‘� ere’s going to be a time where I 
am in with a chance to win, a real chance coming down the last 
six to seven holes and for the � rst time it is going to be seriously 
nerve-racking because all you are going to be thinking about is 
what is on the line.

‘Not just the tournament, the � nances that come with it. Just 
now I am just trying to enjoy it and play golf, and if I play good 
golf I will make money and make points.’

On his travels, MacIntyre has been paired twice with South 
African legend Ernie Els, and on both occasions the Oban man 
matched the four-time major winner.

‘� e � rst tee shot with Ernie I could hardly tee the ball 
up,’ he said. ‘I put it down the middle, but it was seriously 
nerve-racking. To get the ball actually going forward was an 

achievement.’
But once he got going, 

McIntyre held his own, which 
instilled con� dence into the 
Glencruitten golfer.

‘� at’s what made me feel 
comfortable,’ he said. ‘Now I 
believe I can actually compete 
out there. Not just make up the 
numbers, actually compete for 
the tournaments.’

Regardless of where Robert is 
in the world, he is never far away 

from the thoughts of friends, family, and the Oban commu-
nity, especially those involved with Glencruitten Golf Club, 
where he learned his trade.

When asked about the support at home, he said: ‘Every week 
I get messages, even if I am struggling. It’s not just if you are 
doing well. So that’s encouraging – knowing that they are not 
just there for the highs, they are actually trying to push you 
back up when you are down.’

And in the 2019 things got even better for the young golfer.
In total, MacIntyre had seven top 10s on the European Tour 

and made 25 cuts in 30 tournaments, earning him an 11th 
place � nish in the Race to Dubai.

MacIntyre was awarded the Sir Henry Cotton Rookie of the 
Year award a� er an impressive break-out season that included 
three runner-up � nishes and a T6 at � e Open at Royal 
Portrush.

� e then 23-year-old from Oban was announced as the win-
ner of the award a� er closing out his season with a � nal round 
three-under 69 at the DP World Tour Championship, which 
was good enough for a 14th place � nish on six-under-par.

In addition, MacIntyre also became the Challenge Tour 
Graduate of the year, and was quick to credit the Tour for 
making him the player he is.

‘� e Challenge Tour has made me the player I am today,’ he 
said. ‘I’ve learned how to travel on my own and I’ve learned 
how to just spend time in my own company so it couldn’t be 
better.’

Read about ‘the next chapter’ on page � ve.
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Pleased to support 
Bob MacIntyre and 

Martyn’s Monday Club

• Love Local • Use Local • Stay Local
#ScotlandLovesLocal #loveoban #ObanMinded

Main Street, Taynuilt, Argyll PA35 1JE 
Tel: (01866) 822429  www.robinsnesttearoom.co.uk  

We wish Bob and 
Martyn’s Monday Club 

continued success 
Excellent homebaking, soup, 

sandwiches and toasties.
Using organic ingredients where possible. Italian 

coffee. Fairtrade and speciality teas.

FESTIVE OPENING HOURS:
Tue 22 – Thu 24 December and 

Tue 29  – Thu 31 December 10am – 3pm.

4 Bob MacIntyre – A celebration of Oban’s young gol� ng star

We specialise in Golf Club Fitting, Repair 
and Customisation Service with 35 years 
experience. We also retail all major golf 
brands including Mizuno and Titleist.

Talk to us about Swing DNA – 
to help you improve your golf no end!

The perfect gift ideas for the 
golf enthusiast in your life!

Ken Campbell PGA Golf Professional
Open by appointment: MACC Business Park Machrihanish Argyll PA28 6NU

Telephone: 07595 182577 Email: maccpgaprofessional@icloud.com

- Book a Trackman Simulator round as a gift
- Playing Lessons on Trackman
- Indoor and outdoor Golf Tuition - 
   all tuition includes Trackman Screencast follow up.
- Gift Vouchers Available

TRACKMAN SIMULATOR



When Robert MacIntyre made his World 
Golf Championship debut in China in 
November 2019, little did he know that 
his very creditable top-20 � nish would 
be one of the � nal sporting events played 
before that country went into lockdown as 
the � rst news of the Covid-19 pandemic 
started to � lter out to the wider world.  

� ere was a certain inevitability that, 
as the European Tour tried valiantly to 
continue in the face of the virus, eventually 
this most global of games would grind to 
a halt. � e Tour bowed to the inevitable 
a� er the Qatar Master at the beginning 
of March and would not restart – in an 
incredibly restricted environment – until 
mid-July.

A� er the euphoria of his 2019 Rookie 
of the Year Season, Bob spent the festive 
period recovering from the wrist injury 
that had been niggling him in the latter 
half of the season. A later-than-scheduled 
return saw him tied for eighth in the Dubai 
Desert Classic and it looked like normal 
service had been resumed. However, the 
three subsequent tournaments before the 
inevitable lockdown, saw the Oban star 
struggle for consistency. 

It would be almost � ve months before 
competitive golf returned for Bob, with 

the WGC event in Memphis giving him 
perfect preparation for his US Major debut 
at the USPGA the following week in San 
Francisco. His eventual � nishing position 
of tied 66th can be put in context when you 
realise that his two fellow le�  handers – and 
multiple major winners – Phil Mickelson 
and Bubba Watson, both � nished one shot 
behind Bob. 

Having played and competed in such 
exalted company, Bob’s return to the 
European Tour in late August was expect-
ed to see him start to move up the rankings 
and compete for his � rst victory. However, 
it was not to be, as sluggish performances 
in Wales and Andalucia saw him � nish 
well down the � eld. September did however 
see him compete in his third major, the 
notoriously tough US Open at Winged 
Foot in New York. With only the eventual 
winner Bryson DeChambeau � nishing 
under par, Bob did brilliantly to make the 
cut and � nish in the top 60.

� e glamour of the US Open was to be 
the � nal time that Robert would work with 
his long-time caddie Greg Milne. Calling it 
“one of the hardest decisions of his life”, Bob 
explained: “It was just the time was right to 
change. Not just for me but for Greg. � e 
two of us were, I don’t know, almost getting 

stagnant in what we were doing. We almost 
spent too much time together.” He went on 
to say: “I’m at a stage in my career that I can 
go two ways; you can either go back into 
the pack or you can take o�  and get into 
the top 50 in the world. � at’s obviously 
where I want to be. I don’t want to be just in 
a pack. I want to be a standout. I want to be 
up there competing in majors.”

In Greg’s place came experienced Fife- 
born caddie Mikey � omson. A man 
who had carried the bag for former world 
number one Brooks Koepka when he was 
emerging on the European Tour. It seemed 
like a perfect match and their partnership 
got o�  to a solid start with a tied 14th � nish 
at the Aberdeen Standard Investments 
Scottish Open. � e most promising aspect 
of this was Bob’s recovery from a poor 
opening round to produce three sub-70 
rounds. Bouncing back from disappoint-
ing rounds is o� en the � rst sign of a new 
caddie having a positive in� uence. 

Unfortunately, the next tournament saw 
Bob � nish well down the � eld followed by a 
withdrawal a� er the opening round of the 
Scottish Championship. Bob was in danger 
of falling out of the world’s top 100.  It was 
time to regroup and 
take a break.

Returning to action in the idyllic surroundings of the 
Aphrodite Hills resort in Cyprus, few would have im-
agined that a player struggling for form and consistency 
could turn things around in such spectacular fashion. We 
should have guessed which way Bob’s trajectory was going 
a� er rounds of 68, 67, 66 and 65 saw him brilliantly � nish 
tied third in the Cyprus Open. 

With the next tournament, the Cyprus Challenge, held 
over the same course, Bob teed o�  with his con� dence 
sky high. � e unique shoot-out format of the tournament 
meant you could not a� ord an o�  day as the � eld was 
whittled down to the last day 16. 

His � nal day 64 will live long in the memory of those 
who witnessed it. Knowing he needed to birdie his � nal 
two holes to win, any doubts about Bob’s ability to handle 
pressure disappeared as his majestic tee shot at the 17th 
almost dropped in for a hole-in-one. His adrenalin-fuelled 
drive at the par � ve 18th split the fairway and le�  him a 
knee trembling 163 yard nine-iron over water to try and 
close out the victory. As every golf fan in Oban held their 
breath, his towering approach dropped 15 feet from the 
hole and he nudged his putt to the hole side to claim his 
maiden tour victory.

� e outpouring of emotion that everyone witnessed in 
Bob’s post round interview showed what the victory meant 
to the man from Oban, but it was his willingness to discuss 
how lockdown and Covid-19 had impacted his own mental 
health which underlined what a thoroughly decent human 
being he is. 

As if a victory and a third place wasn’t enough, almost as 
an a� erthought the Oban le�  hander dusted himself down, 
packed his bags and headed o�  to South Africa to take part 
in the Alfred Dunhill Championship where, amidst the 
splendour of the Kruger National Park, a brilliant closing 
67 saw him � nish tied sixth to truly round o�  a November 
that saw him crowned European Tour golfer of the month.

The Dubai Finale
If you listen to any professional golfer, they will tell you 
there are only a few weeks in the season where they hit 
top form. � e best players take advantage of those purple 
patches and when their game is a little bit o� , they grind it 
out to shoot the best score possible. 

� e question was: could Bob keep his form going into 
the two � nal tournaments and break into the world’s top 
50? At the Dubai Championship a tied 19th � nish saw 
him reach a career high ranking of 59 and suddenly we all 
had Georgia on our minds. Could Bob get a high enough 
� nish in the Race to Dubai � nal at the DP World Tour 
Championship to crack the top 50 and get a place in the 
Masters at Augusta? 

You can read the report on the back page of this news-
paper, but su�  ce to say for three days we dared to dream. 
One shot o�  the lead going into the � nal round and alarm 
clocks were being set all over Oban for an early Sunday 
start in front of the TV. But just at the wrong time his form 
deserted him. 

Bob will now head back to Oban for a well-earned break 
with his family over Christmas. While he will be under-
standably disappointed with his � nal round in Dubai, 
he will refocus and be ready to go again in 2021. He has 
climbed to 56 in the world rankings which means that he 
can still qualify for the Masters with a decent start to the 
new season.

As the saying goes: Form is temporary, class is perma-
nent. Robert MacIntyre has shown an abundance of the 
latter this year. � ank you Bob, Oban is proud of you.

A November 
to Remember

2020: A year like no other
Covid-19, wrist injuries and a change of caddie

Bob MacIntyre – A celebration of Oban’s young gol� ng star 5
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A November to remember. 
Records his maiden European 
Tour Victory in the Cyprus 
Showdown at Aphrodite Hills. 
Finishes with back-to-back 
birdie to win by a shot. Also 
� nishes third in the Cyprus 
Open and sixth in South Africa.

Finishes in a tie for fourth at 
the Italian Open, becoming 
the leading Scottish player 
in the world rankings. Later 
in the month � nishes 17th in 
his debut in the World Golf 
Championship in China.

November 2020

October 2019

2017

Makes his second appearance 
in a Major and his debut in the 
USPGA Championship and 
makes the cut.

Announces himself on the 
world stage at his major 
championship debut with a 
sixth place � nish at the Open 
held in Royal Portrush in 
Ireland.

Crowned Scottish Amateur 
Champion.

August 2020

July 2019

2015

Plays his third consecutive 
major, this time at the US Open 
and again makes the cut.

Another second-place � nish, 
this time in  in the Porsche 
European Open in Germany.

Represents Scotland in the 
Eisenhower Trophy.

Makes his Walker Cup debut 
for Great Britain before turning 
professional. Makes his debut 
on third tier Mena Tour and 
wins his � rst tournament, the 
Sahara Kuwait Championship.

September 2020

September 2019

2016

First a wrist injury then 
Covid-19 disrupt the start of 
the 2020 season.

Comes second in the Betfred 
British Master, � nishing eagle, 
birdie showing glimpses of 
what is to come. Follows this 
with another second place 
� nish, this time in Denmark.

Wins the Scottish Youth 
Championship and Scottish 
Boys Open Strokeplay 
Championship.

January 2020

May 2019

2013

Crowned European Tour 
“Rookie of the Year”.

Makes his European Tour 
debut in the Hong Kong Open 
� nishing in a tie for 57th place.

Wins the � rst of � ve 
consecutive junior 
championships at Glencruitten 
Golf Club.

November 2019

November 2018

2008

Ends the season with a career 
high world ranking of 56, 
narrowly missing out on a 
place in the US Masters. 

Quali� es to play in the Race to 
Dubai � nal series eventually 
� nishing in 11th place.

Makes his debut on second tier 
Challenge Tour. Finishes 12th 
in the Order of Merit to secure 
a spot on the main European 
Tour.

December 2020

November 2019

2018

From Glencruitten to the Gulf
Bob’s route 
to the top

1

3

9 10 11 12 13

2

4 5 6 7 8

14 15 16 17 18
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“On behalf of everyone 
at the club, I would like 
to congratulate Bob on 
overcoming the difficult 
circumstances this year to 
record another great sea-
son. For one of our mem-
bers to become a champion 
on the European Tour and 
now be on the brink of 
entering the world’s top-
50, an elite group featuring 
the likes of Tiger Woods 
and Rory McIlroy, is truly 
remarkable.

“� e exposure that Bob 
has brought to the club 
through his success on the 
international stage cannot 
be overestimated. We take 
tremendous pride in hearing 
the announcer on the � rst 

tee mention Glencruitten 
Golf Club alongside his 
name, and there has been 
an upsurge in interest from 
visitors through hearing 
this unique course regularly 
referenced by television 
commentators.

“It means a lot that 
Bob continues to use our 
practice facilities during 
his weeks o�  and takes 
part in various events and 
initiatives through the year, 
such as our reopening with 
coronavirus survivor James 
Scott earlier this year. 

“He is an asset to Oban and 
has undoubtedly helped to 
li�  people’s spirits as we all 
follow his exploits around 
the world.”

� e 24-year-old from Oban, 
Scotland, burst onto the world 
scene in 2019 as he picked 
up the European Tour’s Sir 
Henry Cotton Rookie of 
the Year award alongside a 
tied sixth � nish at � e Open 
Championship. 

Bob has rekindled his form 
throughout the 2020 season, 
which included a four-month 
hiatus due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and � nished 23rd 
in the season long Race to 
Dubai standings. 

Bob has been a picture of 
consistency and only missed 
one cut all season long, with 
his only other non-� nish be-
ing when he had to withdraw 
at the Scottish Championship 
through injury. He claimed his 

maiden European Tour victory 
at the Aphrodite Hills Cyprus 
Showdown in November, 
made the cut at both the US 
PGA Championship and the 
US Open, and was in with a 
chance of claiming the overall 
Race to Dubai title heading 
into the � nal round in Dubai 
last week. 

A few days before � ying 
out to Cyprus in November 
Bob made the trip to the 
Wentworth Club to work 
with the TaylorMade Sports 
Marketing team to dial in 
his equipment. Bob has been 
making a few swing changes 
this year to compensate for 
a wrist injury, so the team 
decided to spend the full 
day with him away from the 

pressures of a tournament to 
go through the entire bag.

Bob is a high spin player 
and uses strong lo� ed irons, 
strong sha� s and the TP5x 
Golf Ball to help keep control 
of his ball � ight. However 
due to the injury he has had 
to weaken his grip a bit and 
therefore felt that his spin was 
now getting out of control.

He was spinning the driver 
between 2800 and 3000rpm 
which was too high for him, 
the team built a nine-degree 
SIM Max driver, set to lower 
on the FCT sleeve and added 
hot melt into the head to move 
CG forward to help control 
spin. In his new P7MC Irons 
he moved to a lighter swing 
weight so the sha�  was not 

as so� , and he could keep his 
spin under control. 

“Bob � rst started working 
with us at TaylorMade back 
in 2013 as a young amateur, 
like so many others with 
a lot of potential. But a� er 
getting to know Bob so well 
over the years, we know the 
high standard he sets himself 
and the work that goes on 
behind the results to get 
to where he is. He is a very 
talented but more impor-
tantly grounded individual, 
so we are sure he is going to 
continue this rise in the elite 
ranks of our sport and look 
forward to being a part of the 
journey.” – Mark � istleton, 
TaylorMade European Tour 
Representative.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:
• Bob’s victory at the Aphrodite Hills Cyprus 

Showdown was his maiden victory on the 
European Tour in only his second year on tour

• Bob is now at #56 in the Offi  cial World Golf 
Rankings and fi nished 23rd in the 2020 Race to 
Dubai rankings

• Bob was better than the tour average for the 
season in driving accuracy (58%), greens in 
regulation (70%), and stroke average (70.67)  

• His SIM Max driver, set to 8.75 ,̊ is equipped with 
a Tensei AV White 75TX shaft

• Bob games the new SIM UDI 2 iron equipped 
with a DG X100 shaft

• His reworked P7MC Irons now have a lighter 
swing weight and are also equipped with the DG 
X100 shafts

• Bob games the TP5x Golf Ball to help him control 
spin

WHAT’S IN THE BAG:
• SIM Max Driver | 9° | Tensei AV White 75 TX
• Aeroburner Fairway | 15° | Tensei AV White 85 TX
• SIM UDI | DG X100
• P•7MC | 4-PW | DG X100
• Hi-Toe Wedge | 52°, 56° & 58° | DG S400
• Spider X Copper
• TP5x Golf Ball

Robert MacIntyre claims his 
maiden European Tour title 
at the 2020 Aphrodite Hills 
Cyprus Showdown with Sim 
Max Driver and TP5X golf ball

A credit to his 
hometown 
and local club
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Robert MacIntyre is an ambassador 
for Martyn’s Monday Club and a great 
supporter of its cause. He and his family 
have supported the club since day one and 
by having Robert on board, he spreads 
the word worldwide about its work and 
its mission.

Des MacMillan, who helped set up, 
and now chairs, the club said how proud 
everyone is that the golfer plays such an 
active role.

“Many of us in the club just know him 
as Bob, and for others he is this really big 
name. But his family has supported us 
from the beginning; his mum Carol has 
helped since the start of the club.

“He is such a genuine lad; he talks about 
the club a lot and talks about mental 
health and is a really, really good role 
model. He got in contact with Oban High 
School and did a video about how good it 
is to talk. He is a great ambassador for us 
and has talked about the issues to other 
professional golfers who now know about 
the club.”

Des gave a in-depth interview to Oban 
Times journalist Kathie Gri�  th early in 
December about how the club is ready to 
help in the face of the Covid crisis. He was 
speaking a� er Scotland’s � gures for sui-
cide rates showed that 833 people across 
the country took their own lives in 2019.

He told her: “If the numbers are like 
that last year, what will this year’s be like 
with the pandemic? It’s heart breaking,” 
adding: “We are going to see a lot more 
problems in the next few months and 
years due to Covid.”

Martyn’s Monday Club is  a peer-to-
peer support group for men and wom-
en based in Oban. It was established 
to challenge the stigmas of mental 
health and discrimination by 
o� ering a friendly and safe 
environment.

Within that welcoming en-
vironment people can meet up,  
sit together with a cup of tea, or 
co� ee, and a cake and talk about 
pretty much anything.

It is good to talk; whether it 
is about life experiences, 
shared interests, 
or just a general 
blether. 

From a small 
b e g i n n i n g , 
born out 
of a very 
sad event 
in 2018, 
Mart yn’s 
M o n d a y 
Club has 
g r o w n 
a n d 
b e c o m e 
recognised 
and re-
spected for 
its work.

It started 
as a support 
group for men 

over 18 to help them through life when 
they are struggling with their mental 
health or feeling down, sad or lonely. It 
was soon realised that there was a need 
for this support across the community.

MMC Ladies Group is a peer-to-peer 
support group for women over 18, and 
Martyn’s Monday Club youth group is a 
peer-to-peer support group for men and 
women aged 16 and 21 years.

In each group people are able to talk to 
other people who truly have � rst-hand 
experience of similar situations.

� e club’s ethos is simple and e� ective: 
“We are responsible for ourselves – who 
we are and what we do. When people do 
things together they run their group or 
event together and no one person is in 
‘charge’.

“Everyone takes responsibility, talking 
things through and making decisions 
together. 

“A peer group works best when every-
one participates and takes responsibility 
for themselves but also works together for 
the good of the group.

“People may also identify with their 
peers according to shared interests, issues, 
life experiences or personal attributes.”

Martyn was a 37-year-old man from 
Oban, a good friend to many who always 
stood up for the underdog. But he had 
his own troubles, which he did not really 
speak about – he was too busy helping 
others – and it was these troubles which 
cost him his life when he became another 
suicide statistic. 

A dreadful loss for his family and 
friends which shocked the wider 

community and out of this 
sadness the club was 

created with the desire 
that if it could get one 
person to speak to 

prevent this happen-
ing again it was worth 

it. Since then it has done 
some incredible work, 

with compassion and 
discretion, and always 

with Martyn’s 
memory at 

its heart.

There’s a world of adventure on the Scottish 
islands. Recreate journeys of the past or 

make your memories of tomorrow. 
Every Journey Starts a Story at 

calmac.co.uk/signup

THROUGH
THE ROUND

WINDOW
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Golf ace Bob champions Martyn’s Monday Club

Special supplement sponsored by
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Beethoven: A’ Chuirm

Sol

An t-Inneal Espresso | The Espresso Machine

Diciadain 16 Dùbhlachd, 10.30f | Wednesday 16 December, 10.30pm

Diluain 21 Dùbhlachd, 6.30f | Monday 21 December, 6.30pm

Diciadain 23 Dùbhlachd, 11.40f | Wednesday 23 December, 11.40pm

Cuirm-chiùil, le dreach Beethoven air seann òrain Ghàidhlig. 

In concert, Gaelic traditional songs and melodies performed alongside 
Beethoven’s interpretation. 

Prògram airson an teaghlach air fad. Tha Sol - gille deich bliadhna a dh’aois  
a’ caoidh a sheanmhair Nonee agus e a’ feuchainn ri a shlighe a dhèanamh  
às a h-aonais.  

Family viewing. Sol - a ten-year old boy who is struggling after the loss of 
his Grandmother, Nonee - is trying to figure out a way forward without her.

Comadaidh ùr à Canada. Suidheachadh mi-chofhurtail eadar Ailig, a  
sheann-bhràmair, Una, Ealasaid agus an t-inneal espresso aice a chaidh  
a thoirt do dh’Una air iasad…

New comedy short from Canada. An awkward situation between Ailig, Ealasaid  
and her espresso machine which she had lent to Ailig’s ex Una..

Na Tuinichean Mì-thoilichte  
The Unhappy Pioneers

Alleluia na Nollaige  
Alleluia at Christmas

Diluain 21 Dùbhlachd, 9.45f | Monday 21 December, 9.45pm

Diardaoin 24 Dùbhlachd, 11.10f  | Thursday 24 December, 11.10pm

Tuinichean Albannach a’ ruigsinn Canada sna 1780an, agus iad a’ tionndadh  
gu neach-fearainn seòlta airson cuideachadh le rud ris nach robh iad an dùil.

Two freshly arrived Scottish settlers in 1780s Nova Scotia wake up to a big  
surprise and turn to the fast-talking land agent for help.

Cuir fàilte air an Nollaig le ceòl is leughaidhean ann an cuideachd Iain 
MacFhionghain is sàr luchd-ciùil. Nam measg Màiri Anna NicUalraig is Joy Dunlop.

Iain Mackinnon with readings, thoughts and carols celebrating Christmas.  
Amongst the singers you will hear Mary Ann Kennedy and Joy Dunlop.

ALBA Nollaig 2020 | Christmas 2020
bbc.co.uk/alba

ALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBA
bbc.co.uk/alba

ALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBAALBA

a’ caoidh a sheanmhair Nonee agus e a’ feuchainn ri a shlighe a dhèanamh 

his Grandmother, Nonee - is trying to figure out a way forward without her.

An t-Inneal Espresso | 

Wednesday 16 December, 10.30pm

Diciadain 16 Dùbhlachd, 9f | Wednesday 16 December, 9pm

Prògram aithriseach mu na fuinn Ghàidhlig air cùlaibh òrain le Beethoven 
– agus carson a chaidh an cumail dìomhair.

Documentary about the hidden Gaelic melodies behind songs by Beethoven 
– and why they were kept secret.

Òrain Ghàidhlig Beethoven 
Beethoven’s Gaelic Songs
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Remember man as you pass by...
IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

Remember man as you pass by, as you are now so 
once was I.  As I am now so you must be, therefore 
prepare to follow me.  From an inscription on a 
Perthshire gravestone dated 1666.  

If you are visiting a part of the country you 
have never been to before and want to know 
who was who, which trades were carried out 
in the area and much more, do not waste your 
time going to the Tourist Information O�  ce 
or a museum, but � nd the nearest graveyard. 
� ere, simply by walking around looking at the 
monuments you will � nd the answers to these 
questions and many others because they are the 
Facebooks of the past.

A little known gem is Dail na Cille, near 
Kingairloch in the parish of Ardgour, Lochaber 
which, means the Field of the Church. 

� e earliest reference to a church at 
Kingairloch appears in a charter of 1509 when 
Kilbedane and other lands around Loch a’ 
Choire were granted by King James IV to Ewen, 
son of Hector Maclean of Kilmalieu for the 
services of 22 oared galley. � e name Kilbedane 
comes from the Gaelic word meaning church 
and the personal name Mhaodain suggesting 
that the dedication was in honour of St Modan, 
an Irishman who was active along the Clyde in 
the 6th century.  Although it is unlikely that 
the dedication dates back to that period, there 
is some evidence to suggest that a religious 
community may have existed here for hundreds 
of years. 

In St Adomnan’s well known Life of St 
Columba – the � rst surviving Scottish book 
written more than 1,300 years ago – it is record-
ed that on one of his many journeys from Iona 
to the Scottish mainland, St Columba stayed at 
a place called Corie Salachan where he made a 
certain prophecy. Historians who have studied 
Adomnan’s book maintain this is An Coire, 
west of Kingairloch House. If correct then it is 
not too far-fetched to assume that because of the 
veneration in which this great saint was held, a 
place of worship was established in the 6th cen-
tury at Kingairloch just across the water from 
St Moluag’s monastery on Lismore. Although 

the place-name Kilbedane has been replaced on 
modern maps by Dail na Cille, ‘the � eld of the 
church’, the importance of the site is preserved 
in the surrounding Allt na Cille (the burn of the 
church), Camus Dhail na Cille (the bay of the 
� eld of the church) and in the massive Beinn na 
Cille (the mountain of the church) which rises 
2,511�  to the north.

Kilbedane, lying a few feet above sea-level, 
consists of a walled-enclosure surrounded by 
about 70 stones, cairns and boulders. Although 
there is no building to be seen above ground 
now, the east-west orientation of the enclosure 
and the concentration of graves at its east end 
suggest it may well overlie the original place of 
worship.  Further evidence are the graves of the 
Maclean chiefs of Kilmalieu and Kingairloch 
who, as the oldest local family and principal 
heritors in the parish, would have claimed the 
time-honoured right of burial inside the church 

known in Gaelic as An Caibeal – in the chapel. 
� e earliest inscribed stone is a plain slate 

dated 1760 commemorating H. McL who was 
probably one of the Maclean bigwigs. Although 
these chie� ains held their land ‘from the sky to 
the centre of the earth’ direct from the Crown, 
they had no delusions of grandeur when it came 
to death.  � e funeral feasting might have lasted 
for days – weeks even – but, alas, for future ge-
nealogists, they cared little for costly mortuary 
honours and were content to lie under plain 
slabs along with the humblest of their kin. 

� e stones are simple and without symbols and 
consist largely of Ballachulish slate, limestone 
from Lismore and local granite. Considering 
the age of the site it must be obvious, even to 
the casual visitor, that there are fewer inscribed 
stones than there were people living around the 
shore of the adjacent loch over the years. � ere 
are two reasons for this. Firstly, it was only rela-

tively well-o�  families who could a� ord to pay a 
mason to produce a headstone and, secondly, it 
was considered by many old Highlanders that to 
put a name on a grave marker would bring bad 
luck to the deceased’s family which is why in so 
many small graveyards burials are o� en marked 
by a few stones or a single boulder. A sentiment 
echoed in a Latin inscription on the gravestone 
of a 13th Franciscan, now in the Museum of 
Budapest, which translated reads: ‘Stranger do 
not seek my name but when thou pass say an 
Ave for my soul’.

Some of the stones: In memory of John 
Cameron, died 24 May 1883 aged 75. For 
� � y years a valued and faithful servant in the 
family of Charles H Forbes of Kingairloch. 
Also in memory of Catherine Rowan, also a 
servant in the same family. [John Cameron, 
born at Kingairloch, was the butler in the man-
sion-house. His wife Mary was born in Appin. 

The Field of the Church bathed 
in sunshine visible low left in 
the photograph. Beyond and 
above is South Corry and the 
access road to a new hydro 
electric scheme rising up into 
Coire Reidh on the south side of 
Loch a’ Choire. Photograph: Iain Thornber.

 
FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 
17, 2020 are listed below with diff erences for major ports listed 
underneath. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thursday 
Light rain and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 8°C to 9ºC.

Friday 
Light rain and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 9°C to 12ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK
Saturday 
Light rain and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 7ºC to 10ºC.

Sunday
Light rain and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

WEATHER

HIGH LOW

12 9
MPH13

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

Thur 01.12 0.9 07.08 4.1 
 13.42 1.0 19.23 3.7
Fri 01.55 1.0 07.51 4.0 
 14.28 1.2 20.04 3.5
Sat 02.40 1.1 08.36 3.8 
 15.16 1.4 20.45 3.3
Sun 03.27 1.3 09.23 3.6 
 16.06 1.7 21.30 3.1
Mon 04.17 1.5 10.17 3.4 
 16.59 1.8 22.23 3.0
Tues 05.12 1.7 11.26 3.2 
 17.59 2.0 23.38 2.9
Wed 06.14 1.8 12.58 3.2
 19.04 2.0 **.** *.* 
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryearsRemember man as you pass by...

We’re going to hazzard a guess and say this photograph might have something to do 
with the Mull Rally, but we can’t be sure. So if you know what the occasion was and who 
these smiling people are, we’d love to hear from you. Email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

By the looks of things these happy folk were in or from Fort William, and they were all 
winners – but of what? If you recognise yourself or someone else in this photograph, 
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk and tell us what was the occasion and who everyone 
is in the picture.

Catherine Rowan, born in Kilbrandon, was 
unmarried. 

Sacred to the memory of Sarah MacDonald, 
spouse [wife] to Allan Maclean, shepherd, 
Conach who died 12 January 1842 aged 64 years. 
Conach was the old name for the area of land 
stretching along the north side of Loch a Choire 
to the River Coinnich, including  the site of the 
remains of the present Kingairloch House. 

Sacred to the memory of Charles Henry 
Forbes of Kingairloch JP and DL of Argyll, Born 
July 23, 1803, died November 28, 1876. And of 
Charlotte, his wife, daughter of James and Lady 
Janet Buchanan, Caigend Castle, Stirlingshire. 
Died 2 August 1902 aged 81. Interred at Hove, 
Sussex. Charles H Forbes was the son of James 
Forbes of Hutton Hall, Essex who purchased 
Kingairloch Estate in 1800 from the trustees of 
Donald Maclean of Kingairloch who, accord-
ing to family tradition,. was forced to sell his 
ancestral lands to pay o�  a £40,000 gambling 
debt incurred in the fashionable Almack’s Club, 
London.

� e Forbes, who came from Aberdeenshire, 
owned the estate until 1881 when it passed 
to John Bell Sheri� , the grandson of a notable 

engineer who was trained by Boulton and 
Watt (the famous James Watt of steam and 
kettle fame). While they owned the estate, the 
Forbes’ enlarged the mansion house, built the 
present church at Camusnacroise, opened a 
granite quarry on the north shores of the loch 
employing 20 men and two boys and tastefully 
reconstructed and remodelled many of the 
estate cottages and farm buildings.

John Blacklock, late tenant Corry, died 17 
March 1831, aged 37 years. Corry was the name 
given to an area of rich arable land lying at the 
head of Loch a’ Choire. It appears in the 1509 
Maclean charter where it is described as a 
great pennyland. It was subsequently divided 
into two farms which became known as North 
and South Corry. � e latter is still called by 
its original name, while the other has become 
the Home Farm – a Low Country a� ectation 
introduced in the last century. Loch a’ Choire, 
from which Corry is derived, means the Loch 
of the Cauldron, alluding to the constant and 
extreme wind funnelling down from the corries 
above – well known to yachtsmen in search of 
would-be shelter.

                                 To be continued next week.

 Kingairloch House c1881.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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23 Catalina Avenue, Oban PA34 4GD   Tel: 07552 856488

All types of building work 
undertaken

Jim, Stephen and Robert would like to thank 
their customers for their support in 2020 
and wish them a Very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.

�
�

�

�
�

�

NHBC Registered Builders

Tel: 01631 770206

&
Roni’s Chainsaw Art 
wish all their customers a 
very Merry Christmas and 

all the best in the New Year

We wish you a Merry Christmas
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Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN. 01397 701078

Sammy, Anne & Staff Wish all their Customers 
Very Best Wishes for the Festive Season

FRESHLY BAKED 9’ PIZZAS• 
CHILDRENS MENU•  

KEBABS•  
(GLUTEN FREE BATTER AVAILABLE -  

Call 30 minutes in advance)

Open: Open 5pm – 9.30pm Mon-Sat, closed Sun.  Closed 24th – 6th Jan
Serving fine fish & chips in Lochaber since 1981

We would like to say a heartfelt 
thank you to all of our readers that 
have continued to go to the shops 
to pick up a copy of their Oban 
Times or have accessed it via a 
digital subscription. � ank you 
also to wonderful advertisers who 
have continued to spread their 
message far and wide through our 
newspapers and online platforms. 

Your readership loyalty and 
custom, especially during these 
challenging times is very much 
appreciated.

2020 has not been easy! We have got 
through it because of the strength 
of our communities and we have 
loved reporting on our local heroes; 
the NHS and healthcare workers, 
teachers, carers, delivery teams, 

transport hubs, food producers 
and food banks – the list is endless 
- and the incredible businesses that 
were able to stay open and work to 
the strictest restrictions, to serve 
the people of our communities. 
You have all done us so proud.

We thank you all and wish you a 
safe and happy Christmas and a 
bright, positive outlook for 2021.

We would like to remind you of our Christmas/New Year deadlines:
Monday 21st and Monday 28th December at 4pm: Oban Times/Lochaber Times 

(out on Wednesday 23rd December and Wednesday 30th December)

Tuesday 22nd and Tuesday 29th December at 4pm: 
Campbeltown Courier, Argyllshire Advertiser and Arran Banner 

(out on � ursday 24th and � ursday 31st December). 

Back to normal from the 4th Jan

To advertise: 01631 568000 or email adverts@obantimes.co.uk. 
To submit a story: 01631 568000 or email editor@obantimes.co.uk 

or reach us via messenger from our Facebook page.
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TONY AND 
SHIRALENE LOOK 
FORWARD TO A 
BRIGHT FUTURE
Oban retailers Tony and 
Shiralene Cave haven’t 
exactly been painting 

the town red this year 
but neither have they 
succumbed to the 
blues, in fact, the owners 
of Craigard Decor are 
hopeful that 2021 may 
throw up a bit of a pur-
ple patch.

Despite taking over the 
Craigard Road business 
on April 1 1996 the Oban 
couple are no fools. Tony 
takes care of the day 
to day running of the 
business while Shiralene 
works for Taynuilt 
Surgery.

The Dulux Colour and 
Advice centre sells Paint 
and Wallpaper from a 
number of suppliers but 
Tony admits that trading 
over the last 12 months 
has been tough. The 
shop was closed for sev-
en weeks but opened 
early with the councils 
agreement on a phone 
click and collect basis.
‘Thanks to my custom-
ers the rest of the year 
has been okay despite 

problems with supply of 
goods,’ he told us.
Getting the shop set 
up for post Covid lock-
down was not easy, but 
with advice from The 
Council, Bid4 Oban and 
Shiralene’s research the 
couple have managed 
to  meet all requirements 
to remain open and 
make their customers 
feel safe.
Tony, who is also the 
Bid4Oban chairman, 

added: ‘It has been diffi -
cult time for all business-
es but with work done by 
Andy and the Council 
we have managed it 
somewhat better than 
some and hopefully the 
second half of next year 
will start to see a brighter 
future for us and other 
businesses in the town.
‘In the meantime please 
shop Local as we need 
your support.’

Tony Cave
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DAVE AND JUNE 
HAVE THE EDGE 
IN OUTDOOR 
ESSENTIALS
Outside Edge is a spe-
cialist outdoor sports 
shop run by enthusiasts 
for enthusiasts
The shop was set up 
in 1989 by Dave and 
June Bleazard who 
recognised the need 
for Oban to have a spe-
cialist outdoor shop to 
supply the local needs 
after having to travel 
out of the town to buy 
their outdoor essentials.
Having met while they 
were both working at 
Arran Outdoor Centre, 
Dave and June have 
always been keen on 

the outdoors and to-
gether ski, kayak, cycle 
and walk . Dave has 
also extensively dived in 
the area and is a kayak 
coach.
‘We are both outdoor 
enthusiasts ourselves 
and can help with the 
range of kit availa-
ble,’said Dave.
‘With more people than 
ever getting outdoors 
this year and some 
trying sports for the fi rst 
time we can help up-
grade their kit.’
Outside Edge stocks 
clothing and equipment 
for water based sports 
like stand up paddle-
boarding, sea kayaking, 
snorkelling and open 
water swimming and 
mountain based sports 

such as hill walking, 
scrambling, skiing and 
climbing as well as 
everyday use like dog 
walking or exploring the 
coastline.
Dave and June have 
been helped in their 
venture by several 
members of staff over 
the years and their 
current full timer is Iain 
Marshall who is a keen 
river paddler as well as 
being a very good pho-
tographer and a com-
petition grade piper.
‘The outdoors has been 
a great source of com-
fort and calm for many 
of us during 2020 and 
we look forward to more 
outdoor adventures 
next year,’ concluded 
Dave.

www.lochmelfort.co.uk
Code valid until 25th Dec 2020

Find us on: 

Enjoy lunch, afternoon tea or dinner with a view at Loch Melfort Hotel
10% o�  gift vouchers online using code OBTIME10

Dave Bleazard
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by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban musician Andy Bruce 
has just released his 15th track 
under his 4Below solo project.

Andy says: 'I knew right from 
the start I wanted to record an 
album of my own songs but it 
was ambitious undertaking, 
so I decided to break it up in 
to three parts to give me more 
manageable goals.'

� e alt rock musician from 
Oban uses just a bass guitar 
in his recordings, although 
sometimes brings in other mu-
sicians when playing live.

'My last band had split up 
just when we were getting in 
to our stride as songwriters 
and I wanted to keep that 
momentum going, but my � rst 
few attempts at guitar-based 
acoustic singer/songwriter 

type stu�  wasn’t great. I want-
ed to write rock songs.

'It wasn’t until I took my son 
to see Royal Blood in concert 
for his birthday that I got to 
thinking maybe there was 
a di� erent approach to the 
whole solo thing. 

'� rough a lot of trial and 
error with amps and pedals I 
managed to get a sound I was 
happy with and set to work 
writing songs.

'I wasn’t really sure if I was 
up to the task. I’d never been 
terribly interested in recording 
either, so had to get a laptop 
and some basic equipment and 
set about teaching myself how 
to do that too,' he added.

� e � rst song Andy wrote was 
Antidote, and he submitted it 
to MOJO – an Argyll showcase 
for all genres of original music 
which runs an annual music 

festival in Ardfern – whose 
organisers were impressed 
and o� ered him the headline 
slot in October 2018 which he 
agreed to while 'being painful-
ly aware', he says, that he 'only 
had one song in the bag and 
would need enough original 
material to perform at least a 
half hour set'.

As that gig was only a matter 
of months away, what followed 
was a pretty intense period of 
writing and recording, with 
the � � h and � nal track being 
written and completed just 
days before the event.

A� er a bit of a break, Andy 
started thinking about the 
second EP.

'I didn’t even have a decent 
recording mic when we did the 
� rst EP and moved around

Continued on page 42.

Andy’s 4Below bass guitar 
project produces 15th track

Andy Bruce with his three EPs released under his 4Below solo project.
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Robert in lockdown
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

� e ink was barely dry on my 
recent article about Fergie 
MacDonald’s latest CD when 
the new Trail West album 
dropped through the letter 
box. 

As I’ve never received an-
ything for free from the lads 
before, I’ll take  that as a hint 
that they’d like me to write 
one or two words about it! 

In all seriousness, it is a 
tremendous album – a great 
blend of Highland tunes and 
Gaelic, Irish, and self-penned 
songs. 

� is is the band’s fourth 
studio album and is released 
to mark their 10th anniversa-
ry year. Like Mànran (who I 
wrote about previously), Trail 
West have had a 10th anni-
versary year with a di� erence 
– their planned celebratory 
gig in the Barrowlands having 
fallen foul of coronavirus 
restrictions. � e event will 
now take place next year and 
will still be called Ten Years of 
Trail West – a title which led 
someone to comment: 'Ten 
years of Trail West?! I think I 
can only manage a couple of 
hours of them!' 

Joking aside, this album is 
52 minutes of them – and I’m 
sure that 52 minutes of great 
music will sustain a lot of 
people through a Christmas 
period that is shaping up to be 
a lot quieter than usual. 

� ankfully, lovers of 
Highland music are by no 
means short of stocking � llers 
this year and a few of them are 
from back home in Lochaber. 

Sitting in my � at in Glasgow, 

I was already looking forward 
to getting home for Christmas; 
but the sounds coming from 
the Glen� nnan Cèilidh Band’s 
Instagram page of tracks from 
their latest album made me 
even more homesick! 

Particular highlights were 
a clip of the band enjoying a 
Highland Schottische in the 
middle of the road which they 
suggested was a tradition that 
could be brought back – in line 
with the current restrictions! 

Another great video was a 
cracking rendition of the cè-
ilidh classic Buain A’ Rainich 
Taobh Loch Èite, playing as 
Iain MacFarlane made his 
carrot and coriander soup.

Another Lochaber stocking 
� ller (if you’ve got a slightly 
bigger stocking) is Gary 
Innes’s new book to mark his 
40th birthday. 

� e First Forty Years is a 
collection of tunes, stories, 
pictures, and plenty more 

nonsense, I’m sure, to keep 
you smiling throughout the 
Christmas period. 

If you’re looking for some-
thing to look forward to in 
the New Year, Peat and Diesel 
have announced they will be 
releasing a live recording in 
January of their 2020 show in 
the Glasgow Barrowlands. 

It’s nice to think that this 
release will start o�  the year 
with at least a record of live 
music – in the hope that the 
real thing will return in some 
capacity as the year progresses. 

I dare say all the bands and 
musicians I have mentioned 
in this article will keep their 
� ngers crossed for that. 

I have run out of words this 
week! But there are many 
more Christmas releases that 
I haven’t mentioned so keep 
your eyes pealed and make 
sure you’re stocked up on 
music to see you into the New 
Year!

A copy of the new Trail West CD – one of many new releases 
that Highland music fans can enjoy over Christmas and New 
Year.

 

December hours:  
Mon to Sat. 8.45am to 3.30pm 

Fridays open until 7pm 
Sundays 8.45am to 2pm 

 

Takeaway Café & Local Food Shop   Oban Cal Mac Ferry Terminal 

Make up your own hampers, choose from ours, 
lots of gifts, treats and coffee too! 

 

ONLY IN C INEMAS

&

Masks/face coverings must be worn when entering and moving around the cinema. You
can remove masks once seated to have food and drink. Visit www.obanphoenix.com/

covid-19 for full details.

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.

Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

WHAT'SON
ATOBANPHOENIXCINEMA

FRIDAY 18 DEC
Space Dogs 3 | U 16:30
Come Away | PG 16:45
A Christmas Carol | PG 19:15
National Lampoon's
Christmas Vacation | 12A 19:30

SATURDAY 19 DEC
Elf | PG 14:30/17:00
Come Away | PG 16:30
Harry Potter D.H. P2 | 12A 19:15
A Christmas Carol | PG 19:30

SUNDAY 20 DEC
Space Dogs 3 | U 16:30
Come Away | PG 16:45
A Christmas Carol | PG 19:15
Gremlins | 12A 19:30

THURSDAY 24 DEC
It's A Wonderful Life | U 17:00
A free screening for our loyal customers.
Thank you for supporting us through this
year! ~ Make sure you book ahead!

THIS WEEKEND

26
DEC
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9 Use (3)

10 Landing field (9)

12 Containing iron (6)

13 Prickly plant (6)

15 Instrument used by Swiss herders (9)

16 Relieve (3)

18 Party game (9,4)

20 Out of sight (5)

21 Monks (7)

Down

1 Wrap up (5)

2 Hiding explosive devises (5-8)

3 Hobby (9)

4 Someone who has fleed from their own 
country (6)

5 Shelter (3)

6 Completion of a motion (6-7)

7 Keep under control (7)

11 Found the cause of (9)

12 Trailer part of a lorry without sides (7)

14 Swamp (6)

17 Steamed puddings (5)

19 Couple (3)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3 Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 

For requests, competitions or questions please call us 
on 01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

MONDAY: 8am-12pm  Breakfast show with Stephen
 5pm-7pm  Drive time with Marcus
 12-3pm  Lunch with Bob G
 4.45pm-5pm  Talking Papers
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Marcus
 7pm-8pm  Highland Fling with Rosemary
 8pm-9pm  John McLuckies Show
 9pm  David Cullen Show
TUESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-12.30pm Ken Hunter
 1pm-3pm  Macky on FM
 3pm-5pm  Mental Musings with Mer & Vicky
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Bob G
 7pm-8pm  Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
 8pm-9pm  Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
WEDNESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Comfort Zone with Lesley
 1pm-3pm  Doug in the afternoon
 4pm-7pm  Drive Times with Campbell
 7pm-9pm  Country meets Rock N Roll with Len
 9pm  Gordon’s Grooves
THURDAY: 8am-11am  Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
 11am-2pm  Lunch Show with Steve
 3pm-7pm  Drive Time with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  Christine’s Collections
 9pm-10pm  Ann’s Ceilidh
 10pm  Margo  Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Jay
 10am-1pm  The One with Allan
 1pm-1.15pm  Talking Papers
 4pm-6:45pm  Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry
 6:45pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
 10pm  Late Show with Jay.
SATURDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Saturday Morning Live with Linda
 3pm-6pm Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
 6pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Dave Hobbs
SUNDAY: 9am-11am  Sunday Morning with Breege
 11am-2pm  Sunday Brunch with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
 9pm  Drum & Bass with Graham.

Continued from page 40.

locations where I could get a 
bit of privacy. So, the � rst thing 
I did was to upgrade some 
equipment, then I fashioned a 
little recording studio in my 
spare room, which meant I 
was able to record more or less 
when I wanted.

'A good friend of mine takes 
care of all the mixing and mas-
tering for me, which is a huge 
part of the 4Below sound, and 
we were gradually improving 
the process we used.

'Again I was o� ered another 
slot at MOJO 2019 but had 
much more time to write, re-
cord and, amazingly this time, 
even rehearse the songs before 
playing them live. � ere’s a 
much more polished sound to 
the second EP,' he said.

In late 2019 Andy started 
planning EP3.

'I did � nd it increasingly 
di�  cult to come up with new 
ideas for a one-bass-does-all 
approach. 

'None of us involved in the 
project are pros and we are 
constantly learning new ways 
of doing things and new pro-
duction techniques.

'It’s not perfect by any means; 
there are a few rough edges 
and things we would have 
done di� erently in hindsight 
but I like the almost punk 
approach to it.

'� ere’s de� nitely a few 
quirky bits in EP3 which were 
a lot of fun to record and 
produce.

'So what’s next for 4Below? 
Well, I wont be writing 
anything new for a while,' 
he said, and added: 'We had 
hoped to do a few live gigs, but 
2020 had other plans it seems. 
� ere’s not a huge demand for 

alt rock music locally, having 
said that we came really close 
to getting a spot at Oban Live 
in 2019 amassing a staggering 
8,383 votes in the Unsigned 
Local Live vote and were only 
beaten narrowly in the last 
few minutes of voting by an 
unbelievable landslide of votes 
for a more traditional act.

'� is year would have seen 
us perform our biggest gig to 
date in Glasgow at Grungefest 
which has now been resched-
uled to 2021, like nearly every 
other music event.

'I think a lot of folk expect 
songwriters to have been busy 
during lockdown given the 
lack of opportunities to play 
live but it doesn't really work 
like that.

'� e increased pressure to 
be productive, as well as the 
stresses and strains of coping 
with Covid-19, that we all face, 

doesn't really lend itself to a 
creative environment.

'I did feel like giving up on 
numerous occasions but at the 
end of the day I’m really proud 
of this – 15 songs written, per-
formed and recorded by myself 
is a great achievement, so I’m 
glad I stuck it out.

'If nothing else, the project 
has put me in touch with other 
creative songwriters who are 
keen to work with me on 
their projects, which is hugely 
� attering.

'It also re-acquainted me 
with some old band mates and 
we are now looking to release 
some new music together for 
the � rst time in 20 years.'

All three EPs – Alpha, Beta 
and Gamma – are available on 
major streaming and down-
load services or download 
from the 4below bandcamp 
page.

4Below's 15th track and third EP

Multi award-winning band 
Skerryvore have announced 
that they are going � rst footing 
around the world this January 
1 as they take to people’s living 
rooms internationally this 
New Year’s Day.

It’s � rst footing with a twist, 
as the eight-piece won’t be 
knocking on doors with a 
piece of coal for the � re or a 
box of shortbread, but instead 
they will be encouraging folk 
to get the whisky poured to 
toast the New Year as they 
perform a special live stream 
that can be enjoyed anywhere 
in the world.

As well as a live performance, 
members of Skerryvore will 
also take the time to read out 
‘Happy New Year’ wishes for 
those who can’t be with loved 
ones to say to them in person 
whilst also broadcasting 
surprise Happy New Year mes-
sages from artists and friends 
across the world.

As part of the line-up of 
entertainment, the band will 
also showcase a virtual tour of 
the Robert Burns Birthplace 
Museum and Cottage, where 
they will be given behind the 

scenes access to areas of the 
museum and cottage as they 
take viewers to the home of 
National Bard and composer 
of ‘Auld Lang Syne’.

� e New Year’s Day Live 
show will also include a 
performance from sing-
er-songwriter Norrie MacIver, 
originally from the Isle of 
Lewis, and best-recognised 
as the frontman for Scottish 
group Skipinnish.

� e show will be available to 
watch live, with ticketing de-
tails available at www.skerry-
vore.com/new-years-day-live/. 
� ere will be no � xed cost per 
view, with fans invited to ‘pay 
what you want’ for their ticket.

Viewers will also be in with 
the chance to win a unique 
signed and framed vinyl of 
Everyday Heroes - the charity 
single that the band released 
in April of this year to raise 

money for NHS charities. � e 
single went to number one in 
the iTunes charts within just 
12 hours of being released.

Daniel Gillespie, founding 
member and managing direc-
tor for Skerryvore, said: '� e 
festive season is usually one 
of the busiest periods of the 
year for us as we take to the 
road and tour around Scotland 
celebrating the Christmas 
season with a run of gigs for 
fans across the country.

'It’s such a special time of the 
year as we get to meet up with 
friends to celebrate the festive 
season. 

'We will really miss that this 
year, so we’ve been working 
hard to bring some kind of 
festive show to audiences not 
just here in Scotland but across 
the world and start o�  2021 as 
we mean to go on - playing live 
music.'

'So, here’s farewell to the 
auld acquaintance of 2020 and 
the challenges it has brought, 
and let’s take a cup o' kind-
ness yet for 2021 and all the 
exciting new positives that we 
truly hope will come with this 
promising New Year.'

Skerryvore to 
take fi rst footing 
on world tour

The festive season is usually one of the busiest times of the 
year for live gigs for trad band Skerryvore.
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DIARDAOIN 17 an Dùbhlachd
THURSDAY 17 December
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne –
  Children’s programming
19 :00 Calanais – Full Circle (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30N EW Eorpa
21:00 Moulin Rouge Ecosse(rpt)
22.00 Func (rpt)
22.30 Orain Oir (rpt)
23.00 Freiceadan Ura Na Banrigh (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DIHAOINE 18 an Dùbhlachd
FRIDAY 18 December
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19.00 An La - News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30  Cearcall (rpt)
20.00 Ceolmhor@Piping Live! (rpt)
20.30 An Lot (rpt)
21.00 NEW Na Trads 2020
22.40 Twin (rpt)
23.25 Dhan Uisge(rpt)
23.30 Orain Oir (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 19 an t-Samhain 
SATURDAY 19 December
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – C
 hildren’s programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18.00 NEW Scottish Premiership -
 Hibernian v Dundee United
19.45 Port- Druthag Bheag Eile(rpt)
20.00 Cearcall (rpt)
20.30 Na Worlds 2020 (rpt)

22.30 Twin (rpt)
23.15 Scottish Premiership – 
 Hibernian v Dundee United (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 20 an t-Samhain
SUNDAY 20 December 
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
18.15 An La – NEWS  
18.30 Seachd La – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 Eorpa (rpt)
20.30 Tir is Teanga (rpt)
21.00 Orain Ghaidhlig Beethoven (rpt)
22.30 Ludwig Mor nan Oran (rpt)
23.25 Slainte Mhath! (rpt)

DILUAIN 21 an t-Samhain
MONDAY 21 December
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 Gaisgich na Stoirme (rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 An Lot (rpt)
21.00 Sgeulachdan a’ Ghlasaidh - Trusadh (rpt)
21.45 NEW An Tuinichean mi-thoilichte
22.00 Julie Fowlis – Ceol Aig Baile (rpt)
22.30 Moulin Rouge Ecosse(rpt)
23.30 FUNC (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 22 an Dubhlachd
TUESDAY 22 December 
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19.00 Calanais – Full Circle (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)

20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Dreach Ur Na Nollaig (rpt)
21.00 Opry le Daniel (rpt)
21.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
22.00 Sgeulachdan a Ghlasaidh – Trusadh (rpt)
22.45 An Tuinichean mi-thoilichte (rpt)
23.00 Julie Fowlis – Ceol Aig Baile (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 23 An Dùbhlachd
WEDNESDAY 23 December
17.00Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19.00  Gaisgich na Stoirme (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.15 Port-Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)
20.30 Two Go To Tolsta – 
 Sgeulachd Syd Agus Millie (rpt)
21:00 Bho Chaorain Gu Consoles(rpt)
22.00 NEW Scottish Premiership – 
 Hibernian v St Mirren
23.40 NEW An t-Inneal Espresso (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 24 an Dùbhlachd 
THURSDAY 24 December
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
18.55  An Là – News
19.00 Mod 2020 (rpt)
21:00 NEW Cinema Gadelica(rpt)
22.00 Func (rpt)
22.30 NEW Air Iomall – Music from the Edge 
23.00 Binneas na Trads (rpt)
23.10 NEW Alleluia na Nollaige  
 

Farming union o�  cials have 
lined up Scottish comedian 
Fred MacAulay to bring a bit 
of festive cheer into members' 
homes this Christmas.

For the � rst time in its his-
tory, National Farmers' Union 
Scotland (NFUS) has not been 
able to hold its usual series of 
meetings and events this win-
ter because of Covid so its 10 
Argyll branches came up with 
a seasonal alternative they 
hope will bring joy instead.

� e branches got together to 
organise a series of individual 
virtual AGMs and to round 
them o�  created the idea of an 
entertaining Zoom session en-
listing the help of the popular 
comedian and TV personality, 
who will be joining the ses-
sion live tomorrow, Friday 
December 18, at 7pm.

� e event will include a   
stand up routine followed by 
some light hearted chat and 
banter, says Euan Warnock, 
who is one of the Argyll branch 
secretaries.

'We were trying to � nd a way 
of compensating members for 
the loss of their usual branch 
AGMs, which are o� en very 
sociable events with a guest 
speaker or sometimes a panel 
of speakers. We came up 
with the idea of booking Fred 

MacAulay, who is a well-liked 
household name who hopeful-
ly will appeal to members and 
their families.'

And he added: 'We are all 
stuck in this Covid-19 situa-
tion together and its gone on 
for so long. We have missed 
so many opportunities to get 
together and just have a laugh 
with a glass of something in 
hand. � is event is our way of 

providing an evening of light 
hearted fun for members in the 
comfort of their own homes.'

� e free event is open to 
all NFU Scotland branch 
members in the Argyll and 
the Islands region - family 
members too.

To book a place and get the 
Zoom login details, call the 
NFUS Oban o�  ce on 01631 
567036.

Comedian Fred 
brings cheer to 
farming families

Comedian Fred MacAulay will be entertaining farmers 
on Zoom in the comfort of their own homes courtesy of 
farmers' union NFUS.

Music to the ears of Trad 
West Highland performers 
Music makers from the 
Highlands and Islands hit a 
high note last weekend at the 
2020 MG ALBA Scots Trad 
Music Awards.

Harpist Rebecca Hill from 
Connel (Up and Coming 
Artist of the Year), Tiree 
trad-rock out� t Skerryvore 
(Original Work of the Year), 
three-piece sensations Peat 
and Diesel (Trad Video of 
the Year) and singer/song-
writer Josie Duncan (Music 
Tutor of the Year), all from 
Lewis, along with online 
ceilidh Tunes in the Hoose 
(Community Music Project 
of the Year), co-founded by 

Oban accordionist Martin 
MacLeod, li� ed � ve of the 
12 honours announced in 
a special programme, Na 
Trads 2020, on BBC ALBA on 
Saturday night.

Hosted by Alistair 
Heather and Mary Ann 
Kennedy, award winners 
were announced along with 
specially-recorded music 
performances from some 
of traditional music’s top 
luminaries, including � e 
Iona Fyfe Trio, Project Smok, 
Deirdre Graham, Jarlath 
Henderson, Karen Matheson 
and Phil Cunningham.

Hands Up for Trad’s founder 

and creative director Simon 
� oumire said: '� e arrival 
of Covid-19 has required a 
massive change for us all and 
I want to thank MG ALBA 
and our sponsors, the artists 
and musicians and crew and 
everyone who voted. Everyone 
has worked together tirelessly 
to maintain, pivot and bring 
our music programme online 
right through this year.'

� e awards will be shown 
again on BBC ALBA at 9pm 
this Saturday and will be 
available on the BBC iPlayer 
for 30 days.

More on the Argyll winners 
in next week's Oban Times.
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United Auctions, Islay, Tuesday 
December 8: sold 2539 sheep of 
all classes. Lambs averaged £69.38 
(+£8.31).  An excellent show of 
quality bred lambs was presented 
to the buyers who eagerly bought 
them up at levels above seller’s 
expectations, resulting in vendors 
returning home from the last sale of 
the year in a jubilant mood.  United 
Auctions wish to thank all buyers 
and vendors who has supported Islay 
Auction Mart throughout the year 
and we wish you all the compliments 
of the season.

LEADING PRICES & LOTS PER HEAD
LAMBS – SUFFx - £94.00, 
Carrabus; £91.00, Islay Estate; £91.00, 
Bayview; £90.50, Uiskentuie; £89.00, 
Auchnaclach; £87.00, Islay Estates; 
£85.50, Ardbeg; £84.50, £84.00, 
Bayview; £83.50, £81.50, Sunderland. 
TEXx - £100, £94.50, Carrabus; £93.00, 
Octofad; £84.00, £82.00, £81.50, 
Bayview; £80.00, Ballimartin. BELTx 
- £82.00, £80.50, Bayview. CHEV 
- £76.00, Ballychattrigan; £75.50, 
Lossit. CROSS - £90.00, Sunderland; 
£89.00, Dunlossit Estate; £87.00, 

Sunderland; £85.00, £84.00, Bayview; 
£83.50, Kilchiaran; £82.00, Carrabus; 
£81.50, Bayview; £80.50, Uiskentuie; 
£80.00, Bayview. Mule - £78.00, 
Rockside; £76.00, Ballachlaven; 
£72.00, Islay Estates. BF - £80.50, 
Uiskentuie; £75.50, Kilchiaran; £73.00, 
Lossit; £71.00, Rockside; £69.50, 
Kilchiaran; £69.00, Islay Estates; 
£65.00, Ballachlaven.
EWES – SUFFx - £80.00, Bayview. 
TEXx - £73.00, Ardbeg; £65.00, 
Lossit. CROSS - £79.00, Carn; £75.00, 
Dunlossit Estate; £73.50, Kilchiaran; 
£70.00, Auchnaclach. Mule - £71.00, 
Islay Estates. BF - £60.50, Kilchiaran; 
£59.50, Lossit; £59.00, Uiskentuie. 
LAMBS PER KILO – SUFFx – 228p, 
225p, Duich; 219p, Octofad; 212p, 
Ballimartin; 212p, Sunderland; 207p, 
Islay Estates; 206p, Sunderland; 203p, 
Islay Estates; 202p, Auchnaclach; 
202p, Ballinaby; 202p, 201p, 200p,  
Sunderland; 200p, Bayview. TEXx – 
226p, 205p, Carrabus; 202p, Octofad. 
BELTx - 203p, Blackrock. CHEV – 220p, 
Foreland No2; 215p, Ballychattri-
gan; 204p, Foreland No2; 200p, 
Ballychattrigan. CROSS – 225p, 215p, 
Duich; 215p, Dunlossit Estate; 214p, 

Kilchiaran; 207p, Rockside; 205p, 
Kilchiaran; 204p, 202p, Sunderland; 
200p, Bayview. Mule – 213p, Islay 
Estates; 205p, Ballachlaven; 204p, 
Rockside. BF – 194p, Kilchiaran; 193p, 
Islay Estates; 191p, Kilchiaran; 190p, 
Dunlossit Estate.

Caledonian Marts Ltd, Stirling: 
sold 166 Cattle comprising of 84 
Bullocks, Heifers & Young Bulls and 
82 OTM Cattle.
Heifers averaged 229p per kg.
Bullocks averaged 222p per kg.
Prime Heifers sold to 248ppkg Three 
Times for Limousin’s from J & J Wylie, 
Knockhouse, Crossford and Twice 
from D Dickinson, Brockwoodlees, 
Canonbie purchased by G Kirk & Son, 
Butchers, Denny and H A Black & 
Sons, Butchers, Stirling and to £1592 
for a Limousin from D Dickinson, 
Brockwoodlees, Canonbie purchased 
by H A Black & Sons, Butchers, 
Stirling.
Prime Bullocks sold to 245ppkg for a 
Limousin from A Pettigrew, Faskine, 
Airdrie purchased by D Campbell 
& Son, Butchers, Callander and to 
£1539 for a Limousin again from 
Brockwoodlees purchased by W 
Stark, Twechar, Kilsyth.
Other Leading Prices
Heifers per kg

245p & 242p Faskine
240p Learielaw, Loch� eld (Twice), 
Nethermyres & Brockwoodlees
238p Moor� eld, Pirnhall, Loch� eld, 
Nethermyres, Knockhouse & 
Learielaw
235p Nethermyres, Moor� eld, 
Knockhouse, Meadowend, Loch� eld, 
Penston & Learielaw
Bullocks per kg
242p Brockwoodlees & Meadowend; 
240p Brockwoodlees (Twice); 238p 
Meadowend; 235p Hermanston, 
Seggarsdean & Knockhouse; 232p 
Meadowend & Seggarsdean
Heifers per Head
£1532 Knockhouse; £1526 
Meadowend; £1491 Knockhouse; 
£1469 Bankhead; £1447 Meadowned; 
£1429 Seggarsdean
Bullocks per Head
£1497 Brockwoodlees; £1494 Pirnhall 
& Knockhouse; £1468 Brockwoodlees; 
£1442 Meadowend; £1438 Pirnhall
Also forward were 82 OTM Cattle.
OTM’s averaged 119ppkg selling to 
118ppkg for an Aberdeen Angus from 
J & J Wylie, Knockhouse, Crossford 
and to £1190 for a British Blue from W 
Dandie & Sons, Learielaw, Broxburn.
Dairy Cows averaged 92ppkg selling 
to 104ppkg from G W Paterson, 
Barbeth, Cumbernauld and to £830 
from the same home. Other Leading 

Prices
Beef OTMs per kg
165p & 161p Learielaw
160p Whiteside
159p Cuttlehill
150p Learielaw
142p Templehall
Beef OTMs per Head
£1170 Knockhouse
£1130 Learielaw
£1100 Cuttlehill
£1090 Hilltarvit Mains
£1060 Learielaw

Caledonian Specialist Auctions, 
Stirling, Friday December 11:  held 
their last Vehicle, Plant & Equipment 
sale of 2020. With over 500 bids being 
placed, over four and a half hours of 
our timed auction (8am-12.30pm) 
with purchasers from all over 
Scotland, England, Wales and both 
Northern and Southern Ireland which 
lead to a 92% clearance rate. 
Caledonian Specialist Auctions 
will hold the next Vehicle, Plant 
& Equipment on Friday 12th 
February 2020. The earlier items 
are entered, the more advertising 
opportunities are available. Entries 
close Wednesday 10th February 2020 
at 1pm – no exceptions. 
Leading Prices:
£16500 – Massey Ferguson 399 4WD 

Tractor with Quicke Q51 Loader (3816 
Hours)
£7600 – Polaris 1000 Diesel Ranger 
Full Cab Road Registered (2017 
Reg – 2027 Hours)
£6200 – 8 Ton Stewart Edge Trailer
£6000 – Polaris 1000 Diesel Ranger 
Half Cab (2018 Reg – 1660 Hours)
£5200 – 6 Metre Major Topper
£4800 – Glendale Cattle Handling 
System
£4600 – Ifor Williams Horse Box 
HBS11 
£4500 – Dennison Low Loader 
Hydraulic/Air Rams (2002 Reg – Plate 
Test 2020)
Prices of interest:
£3200 – Barford SXR600 Swivel 
Dumper
£2500, £2400 & £2300 – Honda 
Foreman Quad Bikes
£2500 – Barford 2 Ton Dumper
£3100 – 22’ Stewart Livetstock Trailer
£2300 – McHale Bale Wrapper
£2300 – IAE Crush
£1500 – Gerset Generator
£1400 – Sheep Race with Guillotine 
Gate
£1300 – Howard 70” Select Rotovator
£1050 – 20’ Portequip Sheep Feeder
£950 - Snacker for Quad
£550 - 40 Strainer Posts
£400 – Scag Industrial 48” Rotary 
Mower

Around the markets

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u
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A
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O
N
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Dest. 
1975 

    

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080
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Argyll Fencing and Timber Ltd 
wishes Customers and Suppliers 

a good festive season.
Happy New Year
ARGYLL FENCING 
AND TIMBER LTD

Argyll Fencing and Timber Ltd

We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all seasons 

greetings and a prosperous  New 
Year, and we thank you for your 

custom during 2020

We would like to take
this opportunity to wish

you all a happy Christmas
and a prosperous New
Year, and we thank you

for your custom
during 2005

Slàinte
Mhath

Dhuibh Uile

A McPhee Haulage
Shore Road, Connel, Oban Tel: 07836 538718
Suppliers of quarry products and site clearances.

ALASTAIR WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL HIS CUSTOMERS
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD NEW YEAR

A McPhee Haulage
Shore Road, Connel, Oban Tel: 07836 538718

• Agricultural Consultancy 
• Estate Management 
• Livestock Records

Tel: 01631 710002 
e-mail info@agrimony.co.uk

Merry Christmas and a very 
Happy New Year to our customers 

from all of us at Agrimony

Agrimony LtdAgrimony LtdAgrimony Ltd



Remember the 
reason for the 

season!




KILMORE & OBAN CHURCH

OF SCOTLAND
Christmas Services

Join on YouTube on 
Dugald Cameron Channel

or at www.obanchurch.com for:
Gaelic Carols and Praise

Christmas Music and Worship (from 22nd Dec)
Christmas Eve Watchnight Zoom 11.30pm

(password and code from Church Offi  ce)
Bookings only - in advance for

Christmas Eve 9.00pm Kilmore Kirk
Christmas Day 10.30am Oban Parish Church

For more information please contact the Church 
Offi  ce, Mon-Wed-Fri 9.00am -1.00pm

Tel:01631 562405 
E Mail:obancofs@btinternet.com

Website:www.obanchurch.com
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St John’s Episcopal Cathedral 
George Street, Oban.

CHRISTMAS EVE
3pm   Café Crib Christingle

Book your family table to hear the story... 
crafts to make and take home…

Christmas masks welcome!
11.15pm 

 Candlelit Midnight Eucharist
A quieter celebration but with great joy

CHRISTMAS DAY
10.15am   Christmas Eucharist

Sharing the moment and heralding 
brighter times as we celebrate Jesus’ birth.
PLEASE BOOK for SERVICES mmsime@aol.com

Masks need to be worn (unless exempt) and we operate with 
distancing, sanitising & Test & Trace data

Doing Christmas di� erently but still celebrating! 
Wishing you joy & peace,

 love & hope in Christ’s Birth 
#� nding snowmen in Oban                     

www.stjohnsoban.org.uk

St. Columba’s 
Cathedral Oban     

Monsignor James L MacNeil
Wishes you all a peaceful, holy and 

Happy Christmas Season

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS   
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS

Call Cathedral to book
and for more information

tel: 01631 562123



to all our customers
ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE

WE ARE NOT JUST A BODY SHOP
VEHICLE SERVICING + 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
AIR-CON SERVICING

GENERAL MOTOR REPAIRS

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Glengallan Industrial Estate, Oban. Tel: 01631 566009

email: info@cjautos-oban.co.uk
www.cjautos-oban.co.uk

NO TYRE TOO BIG OR SMALL WE FIT THEM ALL

ATV • CAR • VAN • TRUCK • AGRICULTURAL •  MOTORCYCLE

Quarry Road, Oban Tel/Fax: (01631) 570000

Kerrie and team would like to thank everyone for their 
support this year and we wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

� �
�

�
�

� � � � �� �

�
� � �

���

W D Semple would like to thank 
all our customers and wish them 

Seasons Greetings and a 
Happy & Prosperous New Year.
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Tel: 01586 552030 / 
553200

The Management and Staff of 
Campbeltown Motor Company 

wish all customers the compliments 
of the season. Thank you for 

supporting us and we hope to be of 
service to you during 2021.

Campbeltown 
Motor Company

Campbeltown Motor Company
Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown

• Car & Light Van Body Repairs
• Insurance and Private Work

Wishes all customers a very Happy Christmas 
& prosperous New Year.

Thank you for all your support.

Tel: 01631 569441  Quarry Road, Oban, PA34 4DP

CAR SALES AND 
MECHANICAL 
SERVICES

Unit 1 Caol Industrial Estate, Fort William
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624  Mobile: 07866552902

www.kmfcars.com

Wishing all their 
customers a 

Merry Christmas and 
happy New Year

We wish you
a Merry Christmas

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes



Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
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Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
from

For all makes, Vehicle
Sales and Hire Drive

CONTACT 01631 566476



S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

WINTER IS HERE!

SAVE £££ OFF THE AWARD WINNING SUBARU RANGE
Offers end 31st December 2020

S&S • SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF 
ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

 

Subaru Social Post:  

XV – £249 0% PCP offer   
Facebook 

Discover XV, the compact crossover from Subaru. Now available from just £249 per month 
with 0% APR. Explore the 5-star safety, go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that 
Subaru SUVs are renowned for. Find out more today: [link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

Twitter 

Discover XV, the compact crossover from Subaru. Now available from just £249 per month 
with 0% APR. Explore the 5-star safety, go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that 
Subaru SUVs are renowned for. Find out more today: [link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2832 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Outback – Save £4,000  
Facebook 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)  

Twitter 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)       

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2830 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Forester – Save £3,000  
Facebook 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

Twitter 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2831 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Forester – Save £3,000  
Facebook 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

Twitter 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2831 

DRIVE AWAY A NEW LEVORG
AND SAVE £2,500

WINTER SPECIAL OFFER

WINTER SPECIAL OFFER
LIMITED VEHICLES AVAILABLE

WINTER SPECIAL OFFER
LIMITED VEHICLES AVAILABLE

O U R  B I G G E S T  E V E R
S T O C K  C L E A R A N C E

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Outback – Save £4,000  
Facebook 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)  

Twitter 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)       

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2830 



isuzu.co.uk

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Outback – Save £4,000  
Facebook 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)  

Twitter 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)       

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2830 

LOG YOUR INTEREST FOR AN EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
CALL S&S TODAY 01292 220080

S&S • SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF 
ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Call our 
Approved 
Service 
Centre 
today!

  
01292 

880080
FROM ONLY £275 PER MONTH*

NOW ONLY £245 PER MONTH* NOW ONLY £215 PER MONTH* 



METALS WANTED

� e Oban Times
Thursday 17 December 202052 PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS

Reference Number

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of 4 Holiday Letting Units

Erection of 18 houses
(Re-Advertisement – amended design)

Siting of pod for self-catering use

Siting of holiday letting pod

Land 205M SE Of Stalkers Cottage, 
Kingie, Invergarry

Land 40M NW Of
12 Glenkingie Terrace, Caol

Parkfield
7 Glasdrum Grove, Fort William

Reubens Highland Retreat
Back of Keppoch, Arisaig

20/04838/FUL

20/03270/FUL

20/04760/FUL

20/04511/FUL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General Meeting of The 
Oban Unit (TS Pharos) of the Sea Cadets Corps will take place on 
Monday 11th January 2021 at 1900.
Due to COVID restrictions this will be a virtual on-line meeting.
Notes – Anyone wishing to attend the meeting MUST submit their 
details to the UMT Chairperson before 1600 on 8th January 2021, 
so they can be invited into the call, login details for the call will NOT 
be made public.
Individuals who are seeking election to the UMT must have their 
nomination proposed and seconded.
Nominations can only be accepted if they are submitted on the official 
nomination form which can be obtained from the UMT Chairperson. 
Fully completed nomination forms need to be received before 1600 
on 8th January 2021.
The UMT Chairperson – Richard Dobson MNI – 
rickdobson63@gmail.com

MOBILITY

First Registration of a 
Croft 

Mrs Irene Gordon Piggot 
has registered her croft 
4 Airds Bay, Airds Bay in 
the Parish of Ardchattan & 
Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 30 August 
2021.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home.   The croft registra-
tion number is C7344

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

1. S Corns & M J Corns, 
Ceo Mara Croft
0.173 ha, Site for a dwelling 
house (106438)
Comments from any 
member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand for 
the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 15/01/21 at info@
crofting.gov.scot / Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW. 

First Registration of a 
Croft

Ian Dugald Campbell 
has registered their croft 
4 Kirkapol, Tiree on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
23rd August 2021.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C7316.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mr John MacColl 
MacCormick has registered 
the croft known as Achadh 
Àghrian, Kinlochlaich, 
Lismore & Appin on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 2nd 
September 2021.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home.   The croft registra-
tion number is C7349.

GLENGALLAN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
LIMITED 

Company number SC626452
Notice is hereby given that on 25 November
2020 a petition was presented to Oban Sheriff
Court by the former director of Glengallan
Industrial Estate Limited  craving the Court inter
alia to order that Glengallan Industrial Estate
Limited formerly having its registered office at
Unit 8a Baliscate Industrial Estate, Tobermory,
Isle of Mull, Argyll, Scotland, PA75 6QA be
restored to the Register of Companies in which
Petition the Sheriff of North Strathclyde at
Oban by Interlocutor dated 4 December 2020
appointed all persons having an interest, if they
intend to show cause why the Petition should
not be granted, to lodge answers within eight
days after intimation, service or advertisement;
all of which notice is hereby given. 
Alan McKee, Solicitor
Macdonald Henderson Solicitors, 
Standard Buildings, 94 Hope Street, Glasgow, G2
6PH Agent for the Petitioners

OBAN BLINDS

TO LET
Unfurnished bungalow at 

Kilninver by Oban. 
4 bedrooms, lounge, dining room, kitchen, 

bathroom and additional WC. Private garden with 
parking. £700 PCM. EPC rating D, 

Landlord registration ref 13758/130/26440. 

Telephone 07748 345701 9am-5pm Mon-Fri.

PROPERTY

Argyll and Bute Council
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR REFUSE AND 

RECYCLING ARRANGEMENTS 
Oban and Lorn 
Refuse and recycling collections due on Friday 25th December will 
be collected on Saturday 26th December.
Refuse and recycling collections due on Friday 1st January will 
be collected on Saturday 2nd January.
Commercial glass collections due on Friday 25th December will 
be collected on Sunday 27th December.
All other days will be collected as normal.
Moleigh recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 25th/26th 
December and 1st/2nd January.
Mull and Iona 
Refuse and recycling collections due over the festive period will 
be carried out on the normal scheduled day(s).
Glengorm recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 25th/26th 
December and 1st/2nd January.
Tiree, Coll and Colonsay
Tiree  glass collections due on Friday 1st January will be carried out 
on Wednesday 30th December.
All other refuse and recycling collections due over the festive period 
will be carried out on the normal scheduled day(s). 
Gott Bay recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 25th/26th 
December and 1st/2nd January.
Coll refuse collection due on Saturday 26th December will be carried 
out on Sunday 27th December.
Colonsay refuse collection due on Saturday 26th December will 
be carried out on Wednesday 23rd December.
Information is also available on the Council website.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of 
advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheri�  Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or par-
tial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be noti� ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publica-
tion.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint 
or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of 
all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal 
actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post O�  ce. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

RECRUITMENT

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/appDownload our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made 
it even easier 
to fi nd your 

next job in the 
perfect location.

Stores Person (Glensanda)
Aggregate Industries is a member of the LafargeHolcim Group and a 
leading supplier of traditional and sustainable construction materials to 
major building and construction customers. With nearly 4,000 employees 
and operations across the UK and Northern Europe, we’re committed to 
helping create a better built environment. As Stores Person you will be 
part of the team responsible for all work aspects related to the site stores 
and the supply of parts, equipment and all other items required to support 
the Glensanda operation.
A team member of the Stores department and site engineering support 
team. Supply input to site stores policies to ensure compliance with all 
legislative and corporate requirements. These activities should support 
the sites reliability based culture and the promotion of Glensanda as a 
world leader in the development of best practice. This will incorporate the 
management of all activities undertaken by the department members and 
any contractors in the execution of their duties.

Responsibilties
• Ensure that all activities for Stores department are carried out complying 
to company safety standards
• Ensure that the correct safety documentation is in place for departmen-
tal tasks 
• Participate in Interactive Safety Tours on Stores activities 
• Assist in the management of stock levels in conjunction with other 
departments to ensure adequate stock to support the site requirement, 
ensuring the minimum amount of disruption.
• Ensure that the department maintains a high standard of housekeeping, 
keeping areas clean, tidy and hazard free
• Deal with all daily issues professionally and liaise with stores and site 
management on a regular basis
• Carry out the daily activities of Stores personnel 
• Using E1 and Coupa work order process allocated to correct cost cen-
tres and create purchase orders.
• Contribute to the Engineering team and ensure interdepartmental 
cooperation. 
• Fully comply with site safety rules and company safety standards at all 
times.
• Management of Stores consumables inventory checking and processes
• Managing all aspects of the sites material supply chain including 
logistics.
• Management of site procurement standard
• Liaising with key suppliers and A.I. procurement department
• Alignment with national supplier contracts
• Maintain stock accuracy by completing stock check cycle counts
• Achieve best value purchasing with no compromise on quality

Person specification
• Highly organised with demonstrable planning and delivery capabilities 
• A highly motivated individual with drive and enthusiasm
• Ability to work as part of a 24 hour, 7 day a week operation
• Good understanding of health and safety
• IT literacy and ability to work to deadlines.
• Experience in management of safe working practices
• Knowledge of HGV operations and securing loads on mobile equipment
• Self-motivated, with initiative and a proactive approach
• Experience of stores procedures and logistics
• Recognition of environmental impact and working knowledge of appro-
priate environmental legislation
• Strong communication skills with the ability to build effective working 
relationships with others
• Detail and results orientated with strong personal values to succeed

Please submit your CV and covering letter to Paul Kersley, Engineering 
Manager (Mechanical)  email  paul.kersley@aggregate.com
Closing date for applications:  22nd December 2020
Glensanda Quarry Operations, 
Rhugh Garbh Depot, Barcaldine, Oban.
Telephone +44 (0) 1631 568111 
www.aggregate.com

Streetscene Operative | NAY07021
37 Hours per Week | £19,970 to £20,550

Council Offices, Shore Road, Lamlash, Isle of Arran

Closing date 6th January 2021

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/ 

north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform  
us of any special needs you may have.

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council
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Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/02155/PP Change of use of shed to 

form facility for the 
rectification and bottling 
of gin on a small scale

Shed Adjacent To Island 
Stores, Arinagour, Isle Of 
Coll, Argyll And Bute 

20/02067/PP Erection of agricultural 
building

3 Kirkapol, Isle Of Tiree, 
Argyll And Bute, PA77 6TW 

20/02130/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
and detached garage and 
formation of vehicular 
access

Plot 3, Fields Adjacent To 
Ach Na Caoraich, Erray 
Road, Tobermory, Isle 
Of Mull, Argyll And Bute 

20/02137/PP External alterations to 
south wing bedroom 
openings and formation  
of decking areas

Isle Of Mull Hotel, 
Craignure, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute, PA65 6BB

20/02114/PP Alterations and change  
of use from office (class 2) 
to hot food take away 
(class 3)

91 George Street, Oban, 
Argyll And Bute, PA34 5NN

20/02087/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of private 
sewage treatment system 
and formation of vehicular 
access (Amended house 
design relative to planning 
permission reference 
20/00319/PP)

Land South Of Oskamull 
Cottage, Ulva Ferry,  
Isle Of Mull,  
Argyll And Bute 

20/01979/PP Partial change of use of 
licensed premises to form 
residential unit and 
formation of chimney

The Puffer, 8 Easdale Island, 
Oban, Argyll And Bute, 
PA34 4TB

20/01728/PP Use of land to form yard 
for temporary vehicle 
storage (retrospective)

Yard South Of Oil Depot, 
South Ledaig, North Connel, 
Oban, Argyll And Bute

20/02123/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
installation of septic tank 
and formation of vehicular 
access

Land South West Of 
Macaulays Cottage (Plot 3), 
Kilchrenan, Argyll And Bute 

20/01841/PP Demolition of shed and 
erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank

Land South Of 3 Balinoe, 
Balinoe, Isle Of Tiree,  
Argyll And Bute

20/02091/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
formation of vehicular 
access and installation  
of septic tank

Land North East Of Curries 
Yard, Mansefield Road,  
Port Ellen, Isle Of Islay, 
Argyll And Bute

20/01247/PP Conversion of former 
warehouse to form two 
dwellinghouses with 
associated courtyard

Stores Lochindaal Bonds, 
Main Street, Port Charlotte, 
Isle Of Islay, Argyll And 
Bute, PA48 7TX

20/01246/LIB Conversion of former 
warehouse to form two 
dwellinghouses with 
associated courtyard

Stores Lochindaal Bonds, 
Main Street, Port Charlotte, 
Isle Of Islay, Argyll And 
Bute, PA48 7TX

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.  
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a  
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous  
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A 
weekly list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our 
ability to process postal mail is restricted. 
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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DEATHS
BLACKWOOD - Peacefully on 
Saturday, December 12, 2020 
at Roxburghe House Hospice, 
Aberdeen, a� er a long illness 
bravely borne, Sandra née 
Macintyre, beloved wife of 
John, adored mother and loving 
sister of John and the late Mary.
CAMERON – Magnus, aged 
72, died suddenly at Wishaw 
General Hospital on December 
8, 2020, beloved husband of 
Morag and father of James and 
Gillispie and grandfather of 
Jamie and Kirsty. Sadly missed 
by all.
CAPEWELL – Annie Wylie 
(née Simpson). Formerly 
of Moss� eld Drive, died 
peacefully at Eadar Glinn Care 
Home on December 11, 2020, 
aged 97 years. Loving wife of 
the late Arthur, beloved mother 
to Irene and the late Duncan, 
cherished grandmother to Iain 
and the late David, much loved 
great-grandmother to Jack, 
Jordan, Alexander, � omas, 
Sophia and Harry. Also a much 
loved and special auntie. Annie 
was the last remaining child 
of the late Duncan and Annie 
Simpson, Knipoch Place, Oban. 
Rest in Peace.

EDWARDS - It is with great 
sadness that we announce the 
passing of Flora Edwards née 
MacFadyen, in her 87th year, 
Park Terrace, Campbeltown 
and formerly of Front Row, 
Drumlemble on December 13, 
2020, beloved wife of the late 
Jimmy Edwards loving mother 
of Cathrine, Carole, Janet, 
Tracy and Gillian and a proud 
gran and great-gran. Forever in 
our hearts. 
MACLEAN - At home with his 
family on December 10, 2020, 
a� er a short illness bravely 
borne, Ian much loved husband 
of Margaret, Dad to Ann, 
Sandra and the late Ian. Proud 
Gen to his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Sorely 
missed. Family � owers only. In 
line with current restrictions a 
private funeral will take place 
on � ursday, December 17 
at 10.00 a.m. at St. Columba's 
Cathedral, Oban. Anyone 
wishing to pay their respects 
can do so, whilst maintaining 
a social distance. � e cortege 
will leave the Cathedral at 
approximately 11.00 a.m., 
travelling along the Esplanade, 
up past the Corran Halls, en-
route to Pennyfuir Cemetery.

NISBET – Alex, died suddenly 
on November 26, 2020. Beloved 
husband of Marion, father of 
Helen and Billy, father-in-law 
of Juliet and Margo and grampa 
to Lily and Alice. Much loved. 
Formerly of Hydro Board in 
1980’s. 

MEMORIAMS
BEATON - Fond memories of 
my mother, Bella, who passed 
away on December 19, 2016. 
Also remembered my father, 
Veek, who passed away on 
March 6, 1999, much loved 
Granny and Granpa.
- Hugh, Mary, Lorna and David.
CAMERON – In memory of 
my father Lachlan Cameron, 
Isle of Tiree, who died 
December 14, 1994.
Also remembering loved ones 
gone before and a� er.
It doesn’t need a special day to 
bring you to my mind
For days without a thought of 
you are very hard to � nd.
- Margaret Cameron.
GALBRAITH – In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Katherine, who passed away on 
December 17, 2013.
Always remembered, love and 
miss you.

- Your loving husband John.
Love and miss you Mum.
- JJ, Paul and Katie.
HADDOW - Paul. 18/12/16. 
Loved and missed so much.
It wasn't his fault that he had 
to go
Tell him don't worry and please 
let him know
�  at I had a man who was one 
of a kind
And he'll always be in my heart 
and my mind
Forever unbreakable. 
- Jacqueline xxx
HADDOW - Remembering 
our pal Paul, who died 
December 18, 2016.
 Never forget the laughs.
- Mary and Duncan.
HOWE - In loving memory 
of our dear mum and granny 
Betty, who died December 18, 
2014.
Loved and missed every day.
- Susan, Peter, Aga, Laura and 
Jack xxx
MACCOLL – In loving 
memory of my husband 
Charlie and our dad, who died 
December 16, 2015. 
Much missed but always with 
us in our hearts.
- Mairi, Fiona and Calum.

MACDONALD - Marybell. 
Precious memories of my 
loving mum, who passed away 
on December 1, 2008. 
Always loved and remembered.
 - Angus, Morar.
MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of a dear mum, 
granny and great-granny � ora, 
who passed away on December 
21, 2015.
Also remembering our brother 
Angus, who passed away on 
November 12, 2020 a� er a 
short illness. Sorely missed.
� ere is a face before us,
A voice we’d love to hear,
A smile we will always 
remember,
Of a mum we loved so dear.
- Lachie, Margaret, Christine, 
Fiona, Linda, Alastair and all 
their families.
TIERNEY - In loving memory 
of our mum Frances who died 
December 14, 2019. Sorely 
missed by her family.
Your life was a blessing,
Your memory a treasure,
You are loved beyond words,
And missed beyond measure.
- Kerry, Tricia and Lindsay.
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�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

Please contact the team by calling 01463 233366 
or emailing info@johnfraserandson.com 
Visit www.johnfraserandson.com

Our family have offered personal, professional  
funeral services to the Highland community for over 
135 years. Our large stock of memorials in different  
granites means that turnaround time is minimised. 

Prices start at £750 and include unlimited lettering, 
design, flower vase, installation at any cemetery 
in mainland Highlands, VAT and the cemetery fee. 
Bespoke options and restoration are also available.

Memorial garden open to visit:  
John Fraser & Son, 17-29 Chapel Street,  
Inverness, IV1 1NA

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
2 Corinthians 1 v3-4
‘Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in 
any trouble with the comfort we 
have received from God.’

Paul was no stranger to 
su�ering and was sharing his 
experience of God’s support and 
the stability it gave him, to help 

his friends in a similar situation.
In our present situation there 

is the same need to cope with 
bereavement, loneliness, �nan-
cial hardship and uncertainty, 
and all the problems they cause, 
particularly so this year when 
more people than ever will be 
alone.

Tradition has been to send 
Christmas cards as an expres-
sion of goodwill to our friends 
and neighbours, but in this time 

of special need we  give thanks 
to God that so many people 
have been inspired to rise to 
the occasion with personal and 
practical support.

In living as God would wish, 
in caring for each other, we can 
experience His support and 
guidance and discover healing 
and peace.

Geo� and Janet 
Fairbairn, �e Religious 

Society of Friends Quakers

Elizabeth (Betty) 
W o t h e r s p o o n 
who died on 
November 28 
at her home in 
Lochaline, was 
one of a dwin-
dling number of 
people living in 
Morvern who could 
truly call herself local.

She was born on August 10, 
1931 to John and Elizabeth 
Munro in a lovely cottage called 
Torr Molach on Ardtornish es-
tate where her father was head 
gamekeeper. Betty’s mother 
became blind when she was 15 
leaving her to run a popular 
and busy household on her 
father’s wage of £2 a week. 

Despite having to survive in 
conditions which today would 
be described as primitive, she 
never complained of hardships 
and always found ways to over-
come them. 

Betty came from a long line 
of Sutherland and Ross-shire 
shepherds, foresters and deer 
stalkers – a dynasty which 
instilled in her a deep love and 
understanding of nature. In 
growing up at Ardtornish there 
were excursions on horseback 
with her father into the hills 
which, from an early age, led 
her to shoot, �sh, stalk and 
skin rabbits during the day as 
well as knit stockings and cook 
in the evening. She adored all 
animals except pine martins. 
Once a messy pair took over 
her attic necessitating a visit 
from the local SNH warden. 
Her advice, much to Betty’s 
amusement, was to give them a 
spare radio tuned into Radio 3. 

It worked and they 
decamped a�er a 

few nights.
Betty went to 

Claggan, the 
local primary 
school known 
as the academy 

on account 
of Miss Jessie 

Robertson who was 
an outstanding teacher. Betty 

never forgot her and always 
said it was to Miss Robertson 
she owed her education ena-
bling her in middle age to sit 
and pass Higher English and 
History exams. She had wanted 
to go to university to study law 
but it was not to be.  Sometimes 
she spoke about her classmates, 
the St Kildans and an evacuee 
from London who became 
chairman of the London Stock 
Exchange who, she said, wasn’t 
as good at sums as she was!

During the Second World 
War, when food rationing 
began, Mrs Munro bought two 
pounds of fresh butter every 
week from a lady living in a 
remote glen on the estate. To 
collect it Betty and her sister 
Elsie would make the 10-mile 
round journey up a rough track 
sharing a bicycle which they 
swapped along the way.   Some 
of the butter was sent to an aunt 
living in London wrapped in a 
rhubarb leaf inside a tin box.   
On one occasion when the box 
was opened a bumble-bee �ew 
out and was later released in 
Richmond Park.

Betty was well travelled, �y-
ing to and from Australia alone 
to visit family on more than 20 
occasions – the last when she 

was 83. Her standards were 
high and she expected nothing 
less in others – especially 
where it concerned footwear, 
maintaining you could always 
tell a great deal about a person 
by the state of their shoes.  She 
was exceptionally well read and 
would devour as many as 10 
novels every fortnight from the 
travelling library. If there was 
anything she disliked about 
coronavirus it was the loss of 
her books.

Betty is survived by two sons, 
three daughters, 12 grandchil-
dren, 13 great grandchildren, 
a herring-gull she named the 
Bosun who �ew into her garden 
every morning for breakfast, 
and many robins.

Eiluned Lewis’s poem, �e 
Birthright, comes to mind 
when thinking about Betty.

We who were born in country 
places,

Far from cities and shi�ing 
faces,

We have a birthright
No man can sell,
And a secret joy
No man can tell
For we are kindred to lordly 

things,
�e wild duck’s �ight
And the white owl’s wings;
To pike and salmon,
To bull and horse, 
�e Curlew’s cry 
And the smell of gorse
Pride of trees,
Swi�ness of streams,
Magic of frost
Have shaped our dreams;
No baser vision
�eir spirit �lls
Who walk by right
On the naked hills                  IT

OBITUARY: BETTY WOTHERSPOON, LOCHALINE
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Bob MacIntyre brought the 
curtain down on a highly 
successful 2020 season with a 
� ve under par total at the DP 
World Tour Championship in 
Dubai.

His total le�  him in a tie for 
23rd spot in the tournament 
and the same position in the 
season ending Race to Dubai 
standings. It also meant he just 
missed out on a guaranteed 
spot in April’s US Masters with 
his career high world ranking 
of 56 leaving him agonisingly 
short of the world’s top 50.

� e Oban star started the 
� nal day only one shot o�  
the lead a� er a bogey-free 66 
on Saturday le�  him within 
touching distance of the 
$3million � rst prize and an 

outside chance of winning the 
overall Race to Dubai.

With Bob continuing in the 
rich vein of form that started 
in early November, no-one 
would have bet against him 
� nishing with a � nal � ourish 
- but it was not to be.

Playing with major winner 
and superstar Patrick Reed, 
Bob never recovered from an 
opening pair of bogeys. With 
only one birdie recorded on 
his � nal round he eventually 
signed for a 77, a round he 
described as ‘disastrous’. 

But Bob can re� ect on the 
season as a whole with im-
mense satisfaction. He said, 
a� er his round: ‘I mean, from 
where I was about eight weeks 
ago, we weren’t in a good place 

on the golf course. We weren’t 
in a good place mentally. We 
weren’t in a good place, just all 
over the place. I didn’t think 
I would be here if I’m honest 
with you, a� er everything 
that’s gone on, but no, I’m 
delighted with the season.’

A� er an injury and Covid-
disrupted start to the year, to 
� nish with a career high rank-
ing and a maiden European 
Tour victory is a huge success 
by anyone’s standard.

Bob said a� er his round: 
‘I’m delighted with the season. 
Obviously disappointed with 
today, but you get days like 
that.’

Oban can look forward in 
2021 to the continuing rise of 
its own Bob MacIntyre.

Oban Otters took part in the 
� rst virtual club champion-
ship, with other Argyll and 
Clyde swim teams also taking 
part in their own pools.

Swimmers competed in 
races in all four strokes and 
over 50m and 100m, with 
times sent on to be compared 
with swimmers from 
Campbeltown, Helensburgh, 
Inverclyde, Islay and Dunoon 
to decide the medal winners.

Oban Otters returned to 
swimming in early November, 
a� er a seven-month dry spell, 
and although there were 
concerns about race � tness, 
several swimmers achieved 
personal best times, much to 
head coach Amanda Coates’ 
delight.

‘Our swimmers have been 
fantastic, complying with all 
the new Covid procedures to 
get them swimming again, 
and their positive attitude is 
infectious,’ she said.

Oban High School teachers 
Greg Fairbairn and Denise 
Gemmell observed the cham-
pionship so that swimmers 
taking National 5 and Higher 
PE could be assessed, with all 
swimmers passing with � ying 
colours.

As diving was initially 
not allowed by Scottish 
Swimming, and although 
it is now, in the interest of 
fairness, each swimmer 
started their race in the water.

‘It was odd not to be diving, 
but I’m pleased to say that 
despite the short training time 
and slow in-water starts, our 
swimmers posted great times 
overall,’ added Amanda.

Results will be published in 
the coming weeks.

Swimmers 
await online 
comparisons

MacIntyre rues missed 
chance in Dubai fi nal

A Jekyll and Hyde perfor-
mance from Saints’ number 
one Graham Douglas played 
a pivotal role in the � nal out-
come of Oban Saints friendly 
encounter with Rothesay 
Brandane at Rothesay Joint 
Campus last Saturday a� er-
noon, writes Derek Black

A� er keeping his strangely 
out-of-sorts team mates in the 
match with a string of � ne � rst 
half saves, two uncharacteristic 
lapses in concentration from 
the Saints keeper ultimately 

helped the home side come out 
on top in a nine-goal thriller. 

� e strangely disjointed 
Saints � nally found some � u-
idity and took an undeserved 
lead on the stroke of half 
time. Gavin Forgrieve found 
James Ford on the le�  where 
his quick feet took him into 
the box before slotting a low 
� nish across Rothesay keeper 
William Lawrence and into 
the bottom corner.

� e second half was just � ve 
minutes old when Graham 
Douglas managed to undo 
all of his good � rst half work 
by mis-controlling a David 
Beaton pass back into his own 

goal. Calamitous defending 
from Saints saw Steven 
MacLeod concede a 59th 
minute penalty kick giving 
Sean Lawrence the opportu-
nity to � nally get the better of 
Graham Douglas  with ease. 

� e home side counter at-
tacked to devastating e� ect in 
the 66th  minute when Calum 
Robertson raced away on the 
right wing and picked out 
Sean Lawrence in the middle 
who steered an excellent � nish 
across Graham Douglas and 
into the net. Scott Maitland, 
Aaron McKay and James Ford 
linked well on the le�  in the 
72nd   minute with the Saints 

skipper wriggling through to 
slot the ball past Lawrence and 
cut the arrears to one.

A� er an improved spell 
Saints shot themselves in the 
foot once again when Graham 
Douglas sent a 77th minute 
goal kick straight to the feet 
of Ryan Driver who gleefully 
accepted the invitation to re-
store the home side’s two-goal 
advantage. James Ford set up 
an anxious � nal � ve minutes 
for the home side when he 
grabbed his second goal of the 
a� ernoon as did Ryan Driver 
shooting low across Graham 
Douglas into the bottom 
corner. Saints were able to 

half the de� cit for a third 
time when Rothesay central 
defender Ryan Craig stooped 
to divert a 90th minute Fraser 
MacFarlane right wing cross 
beyond his own goalkeeper.

� ere was insu�  cient time  
for Saints to grab what would 
have been an ill-deserved draw. 

Full report at www.oban-
times.co.uk

Saints all at sea ‘Doon the Watter’
Rothesay Brandane  5
Oban Saints 4

Robert MacIntytre, 56th in the world.



to all our readers

It was the moment Lochaber 
had been waiting for – holding 
its breath for – over the last 
eight months. � e � rst step on 
the route back to something 
resembling normal life.

Last Friday Mhairi 
Mackinnon, senior charge 
nurse in the Combined 
Assessment Unit at Belford 
Hospital in Fort William was 
one of the � rst people in the re-
gion to receive the new P� zer/
BioNTech Covid vaccine from 
vaccinator Mandy Sillars, 
senior charge nurse in the hos-
pital’s Outpatient Department.

Anne Boyd-Mackay, general 
manager for Belford Hospital, 
told the Lochaber Times of her 
delight that the programme 
had now started.

‘I am pleased to say that 
vaccination against Covid-19 
started in Belford Hospital 
on Friday, December 11. � e 
programme is beginning 
slowly but sta�  have been very 
positive about it arriving.’

Dr Tim Allison, director 
of Public Health for NHS 
Highland, echoed her 
comments,   but also added a 
warning:   ‘� is is great news, 
but we must remember that the 
vaccine alone is not enough to 
combat Covid and there are 
still cases in our community.

‘We need to continue to fol-
low the Covid guidelines such 
as keeping social distance, 

hand washing and avoiding 
meeting with other households 
indoors at home. For the � ve 
days around Christmas up to 
eight people aged over 12 from 
three households can meet. 
Sticking to the guidelines and 
taking up the o� er of vaccina-
tion when that comes are the 
best ways to remove the threat 
of Covid.’

� e vaccination programme 

is a huge exercise and will 
continue well into next year. 
As well as healthcare sta� , 
initial groups to be vaccinated 
across NHS Highland will in-
clude care home residents  and 
social care sta�  who are most 
at risk of Covid infection. � e 
programme will be scaled up 
as more vaccine is delivered.

Dr Jonathan Whiteside, 
clinical lead for Critical Care 
with NHS Highland, was the 
� rst person in NHS Highland 
to receive the vaccine. He said: 
‘I trust the science. I have been 
a doctor for 25 years and have 
always trusted the medicine 
regulators to provide safe and 
e� ective treatment. � e Covid 
vaccine is no di� erent.

‘� e only way to achieve herd 
immunity is through a mass 
vaccination programme which 
will protect sta� , our patients 
and our families. I would 
encourage all those o� ered the 
vaccine to take it.’

Shadow Health Secretary and 
Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron said that   
a� er the UK Government’s se-
curing of millions of doses of 

an approved vaccine, the next 
task was delivering the vaccine 
to those who most need it: ‘� e 
role of the Belford, named 
as a ‘centre’ in the initial 
storage and distribution of 
the vaccine, will be crucial, 
as will our GP practices in 
actually providing the jabs to 
the people who need them,’ 
Mr Cameron said.

‘Here in Lochaber we appre-
ciate the challenge posed by 
our geography, but I have every 
con� dence that by working to-
gether our health professionals 
will be up to this task.’

However, Mr Cameron has 
also expressed disappointment 
that the ultra-cold storage 
requirements needed mean 
the P� zer Covid-19 vaccine 
cannot be delivered to some 
island communities.

He said: ‘� is is all the more 
reason to make sure that plans 
are in place so that just as soon 
as the Oxford AstraZeneca 
vaccine is available, delivery 
can be swi� ly rolled out to the 
communities concerned. 

‘It is really important that no 
part of Scotland is le�  behind.’
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Covid vaccine rollout 
begins in Lochaber 

Highlands and Islands Labour 
MSP David Stewart has tabled 
questions in the Scottish 
Parliament on when the 
Covid funding and grants for 
Scotland’s football clubs will 
open for applications and 
what the process will be for 
clubs to apply.

A £55million funding 
package was announced 
last week by the Scottish 
Government to help sports 
clubs tackle the void of lost 
ticket revenue caused by 
the pandemic. Some £10m 
is being made available for 
non-premiership clubs.

Covid-19 tier designations 
will remained unchanged 
for Highland region and the 
Western Isles after the most 
recent review, with both 
remaining in tier one, the 
Scottish Government has 
announced.

East Lothian, Aberdeen 
City and Aberdeenshire will 
all move tomorrow (Friday) 
at 6pm  from level two to 
level three after signi� cant 
increases in infection rates.

However, there will be a 
further review on Tuesday in 
order to allow for any action 
to be taken in light of further 
changes in infection data.

MSP question on 
football funding

Highland remains 
in tier one level

Mhairi 
Mackinnon 
receives 
one of the 
� rst Covid 
vaccinations 
in Lochaber 
from Mandy 
Sillars, senior 
charge 
nurse in 
the Belford 
Hospital’s 
Outpatient 
Department.

More Christmas messages inside from your favourite local businesses and trades

FREE INSIDEFREE 
INSIDE

8 
page 

specialspecial 2021 wall calendar
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A mammoth fundraising ef-
fort has seen more than 60 spe-
cial ‘Christmas boxes’ made up 
for children and young people 
supported by organisations in 
Lochaber.

Sarah Cairns and four 
friends, all from Fort William, 
got together to raise £600 to 
make up the Christmas boxes 
and, as well as a Just Giving 
page, they also accepted do-
nations from businesses and 
people within the community.

Ms Cairns explained: ‘We are 
based in Fort William, there 
are � ve of us in the group. I do 
relief work with children and 
young people, and have seen 
how hard it can be for them 
and a� er the year we have 
had, I wanted to give them 
something to look forward to.

‘Louise Vickers and Lauren 
MacDonald work with vul-

nerable children and their 
families and wanted to get in-
volved, and we had help from 

Paula Ross and Sue Turner 
when I used Facebook to help 
get volunteers.’

All boxed up for young 
people this Christmas

Sarah Cairns and her helpers 
with the boxes. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, alba.photos

Jacobite steam train to 
run seven days in 2021
� e popular steam-hauled 
Jacobite train – the Hogwarts 
Express in the Harry Potter 
� lms – is to run seven days a 
week for its entire seven-month 
season next year.

� e service between Fort 
William and Mallaig has 
only operated from Monday 
to Saturday for much of the 
season in previous years, with 
some whole weekends at the 
end of the season.

But such is the demand for 
seats on what has been voted 
the world’s greatest railway 
journey that it will also run on 
Sundays from Easter until the 
end of October next year.

For much of the new season 
there will be two trains a day 
– one in the morning and the 
other in the a� ernoon.

A spokesman told 
the Lochaber Times: 
‘Unfortunately because of 
Covid-19 we could not operate 
for much of this year’s summer.

‘But we are hoping that 
things will be getting back to 
normal by Good Friday, April 
2, when our � rst train of 2021 
is scheduled to run.

‘For the time being, though, 

we intend to carry on taking 
comprehensive anti-Covid 
measures, both on the train 
and at the stations.

‘� e safety of our passengers, 
sta�  and local residents re-
mains paramount at all times 
and we will do nothing to 
endanger any of them.

‘� at means, among other 
things, we will continue with 
social distance both at stations 
and on the train, face masks 
must be worn while boarding, 
tickets will be issued elec-
tronically, and there will be a 
comprehensive and thorough 
cleaning regime.

‘� is summer, because of 
Covid, the train did not stop 
as normal at Glen� nnan and 
Arisaig stations. We will make 
a decision later about what will 
happen next year.’

Tickets will cost £46 return 
in standard class, and £69 in 
� rst class, for adults. Children 
will pay £48 or £28.

RE ADMORE
w w w. l o c h a b e r t i m e s .c o .u k

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Hopes are high that the 
meeting today (� ursday) of 
the reconvened steering group 
for the project to replace the 
ageing Belford Hospital in Fort 
William, will see a a � rm time-
table outlined for each project 
stage up to the construction of 
the new hospital itself.

New NHS Highland chief 
executive Pam Dudek is ex-
pected to set out timelines and 
who will be leading the project 
internally from the health 
board’s side of things.

Long-term campaigner and 
acting chairman of Kilmallie 
Community Council, John 
Hutchison, a member of 
the steering group, told the 
Lochaber Times ahead of 
today’s session: ‘It’s fair to 
say that following the fresh 
approach highlighted at the 

November meeting of the 
steering group, we are eagerly 
looking forward to this one, 
anticipating the review of the 
project management structure, 
with clear senior leadership, 
together with a � rm timetable 
for each project stage up to 
the construction of the new 
hospital.’

Local constituency MSP 
Kate Forbes added: ‘I appre-
ciate that there has been con-
siderable and understandable 
frustration with the pace of 
progress on building a new 
Belford Hospital. I am pleased 
that the management of NHS 
Highland have agreed to get to 
grips with the process.

‘In the last few weeks, they 
have met with me and some 
others, as well as attending the 
reconvened steering group. I 
hope that further progress has 
been made and they will be 
able to set out more concrete 
plans soon.’

Shadow Health Secretary 
and Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron com-
mented: ‘It is crucial that we 
maintain momentum and 
move rapidly to a timetable 
which re� ects the input from 
community consultation, 
and delivers a truly capable 

hospital facility, and urgently. 
As we know, the demands 
and expectations being placed 
on the NHS are growing ever 
greater, so that means the 
new hospital, and the wider 
health and social care service 
which it supports, must have 
the � exibility to cope with 
that changing demand, and 
deliver the resources that our 
NHS sta�  need in order to give 
local people the best possible 
treatment.’

Asked to comment on what 
topics might be on the agenda 
for the meeting, Louise 
Bussell, NHS Highland’s 
Chief O�  cer for Community 
Services, said: ‘We are pleased 
to be holding another steering 
group prior to Christmas 
as we had hoped to do, with 
a number of senior leaders 
attending in order to give 
the feedback we had 
promised.’

Hopes high for Belford 
Hospital project talks

Police action on 
A830 speeding
� e November meeting 
of Kilmallie Community 
Council, held virtually, heard 
from local police sergeant, Ross 
McCartney that speeding on 
the A830 and parking on the 
pavement remain issues that 
local police o�  cers have been 
addressing.

Eighteen o�  cers have been 
recently trained in the use of 
the ‘speed gun’ which, said Sgt 
McCartney, should help act as 
deterrent to speeding. � e safe-
ty van has also been collecting 
data on speeding incidents and 
will produce a report for future 
meetings.

Gaelic struggling in 
Wester Isles
Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan has presented 
his report on the community 
conversations on Scottish 
Gaelic to John Swinney, 
Minister for Gaelic, prior to the 
summit due to take place today.

� e report summarises views 
collected during community 
conversations about the future 
of the language within the 
remaining vernacular commu-
nities in the western islands of 
Scotland.

Between November and 

December, Mr Allan worked 
with a cross-party group 
of MSPs including Michael 
Russell MSP, Kate Forbes MSP, 
Donald Cameron MSP, John 
Finnie MSP and Rhoda Grant 
MSP, and the Soillse research 
team to consult island com-
munities about their views on 
aspects of Gaelic development.

Meetings were organised in 
response to the most compre-
hensive sociolinguistic survey 
to date on the social use of 
Gaelic in the region.

Mr Allan’s report concludes 
with several recommendations, 
including the concept of a 
Gaelic-language development 
trust (Urras na Gàidhlig), men-
tioned in the Soillse report, be 
explored further.

It also advises consideration 
be given to features of the 
trust concept which could be 
absorbed within local struc-
tures, such as community land 
trusts, while providing a stra-
tegic framework to progress 
initiatives from a community 
development perspective.

Mr Allan said Gaelic’s posi-
tion in the island communities 
is precarious, adding: ‘I hope 
this report highlights the need 
for future public interventions 
regarding language develop-
ment to be more wide-reaching 
and comprehensive. Public 
policy can and should do more 
to protect the language.’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Pam Dudek

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on
Open till late and delivered to your door, fresh, tasty and hassle free!
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Appeal follows 
serious crash 
on Isle of Lewis
Police are appealing for 
information following a 
serious road crash on the 
Isle of Lewis. � e incident 
happened around 3.25pm on 
Monday, December 14, on the 
B895 at Broadbay View, Back 
and involved a nine-year-old 
girl.

Emergency services attended 
and the girl was initially taken 
to Western Isles Hospital 
before being transferred to the 
Yorkhill Children’s Hospital 
in Glasgow. Her condition was 
described as serious but stable.

� e road was closed until 
11.50pm while o�  cers carried 
out an investigation.

Sergeant David Miller, of 
Highlands and Islands Road 
Policing Unit, said: ‘Our 
enquiries are ongoing and I 
appeal for anyone who was in 
the area at the time and has 
not yet spoken to us to come 
forward. I’m particularly keen 
to speak to anyone who may 
have dashcam footage which 
could help with our enquiries.’

� ose with information can 
contact the Road Policing Unit 
in Dingwall on 101, ref: 1877.

‘Santa’ – in this case Stewart O’Connell – and his helpers make their way to Cameron 
Square on Saturday where enthusiastic children – and parents – were waiting and 
sweets were handed out. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Santa’s visit to Fort puts 
smile on youngster’s faces

Rail passenger numbers 
have continued to increase at 
Glen� nnan, despite the start 
of the lockdown in the spring 
of this year and the closure of 
the West Highland Line for 
several weeks in August of last 
year due to a landslip.

Recent o�  cial � gures com-
paring passenger numbers on 
the line between April 1, 2018 
and March 31, 2019, to the 
same period for 2019 to 2020 
record that passenger numbers 
at stations across Lochaber 
nearly all su� ered small drops.

� ere were exceptions, how-
ever, with Glen� nnan witness-
ing an 11 percent jump from 
12,486 to 13,864; Lochailort 
which witnessed a 2.6 per cent 
increase from 1,546 to 1,586; 
Locheilside, which posted 
a28.3 per cent rise from 396 to 

748; Loch Eil Outward Bound, 
which saw a 35 per cent rise 
from 554 to 748 and, lastly, 
Spean bridge, where numbers 
went up by 5.1 per cent from 
2,148 to 1,7770.

But while larger stations such 
as Fort William and Mallaig 
both posted percentage falls, 

passenger numbers still per-
formed reasonably well.

Fort William saw a drop of 
12.9 per cent with passenger 
numbers dropping from 
160,418 to 139,722. At Mallaig 
numbers fell 1.1 per cent, but 
this still meant 96,414 pas-
sengers as opposed to just 116 
more in 2018-19.

Lochaber constituency MSP 
Kate Forbes commented: 
‘Timing-wise the annual 
� gures are recorded similar to 
the � nancial year, so under-
standably the impact of Covid 
on passenger numbers will 
have been felt over the last few 
weeks of that period.

‘Most – but not all – train sta-
tions across my constituency 
experienced a slight fall, and 
that appears to be the general 
trend across Scotland.

‘� ere is no doubt that the 
viaduct is proving as popular 
as ever, so it’s great that the 

paths around the Glen� nnan 
area have been improved so 
the growing number of visitors 
can enjoy themselves.

‘It’s still encouraging to 
see so many people coming 
through Fort William, and 
almost 100,000 passengers for 
Mallaig is not insigni� cant 
either – let’s not forget the 
West Highland Line was shut 
for a bit in August last year due 
to a landslip.

‘I hope that when normality 
returns, we will see further 
improvements to the West 
Highland Line – including the 
arrival of the much-heralded 
new cycle carriages.’

Elsewhere in this week’s 
Lochaber Times we report on 
plans by West Coast Railways 
to operate its popular Jacobite 
steam-hauled   service seven 
days a week when the new 
season starts at Easter.

� e Jacobite proved extreme-

ly popular during 2019, carry-
ing 85,645 passengers between 
April 19 and October 25 and 
operating twice daily during 
the peak season between May 
and September of that year.

Covid-19 meant the start 
of this year’s Fort William 
to Mallaig service had to be 
postponed until July 15.

Between then and November 
6, social distancing meant 
the company had to reduce 
the number of passengers it 
carried to just 33,079.

‘Obviously this meant a lot 
of people were disappointed 
at not being able to travel on 
the Jacobite,’ a spokesman for 
WCR told us this week.

‘So next year we are planning 
for the � rst time to run seven 
days a week for the whole 
season between Good Friday, 
April 2 and October 29, and 
twice a day between April 26 
and October 1.’

Glenfi nnan passenger 
numbers keep rising

Kate Forbes MSP said it was 
encouraging to see so many 
people still coming through 
Fort William railway station.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Christmas is coming early for 
the people of Fort William as 
�e Colonel is bringing his 
new restaurant to town, cre-
ating 35 new jobs for the local 
area, writes Fiona Scott.

�e egg-citing new restaurant 
opened for business yesterday 
(Wednesday December 16).

Because Christmas is a 
time for giving, the popular 
fast food chain is o�ering 
complimentary meals for 
friends, family, local commu-
nity groups and workers from 
neighbouring businesses.

‘We know it’s been a tough 
year and announcing our 
arrival with some free fried 
chicken is the least we can do,’ 
said Kenny Campbell, KFC 
regional coach. 

Anyone involved in a local 

community group or that 
works for a local business is 
being asked to email KFC on 
UK-FortWilliam-12912@yum.
com to arrange a time to take 
part in this chicken bonanza.

Mr Campbell added: ‘�is 
has been a hugely anticipated 
new restaurant and it’s great to 
be granting the people of Fort 
William’s Christmas wishes 
a few weeks early by bringing 
the Colonel to town.’

All the responsibility meas-
ures have been put in place 
for the opening, including 
extended hygiene procedures, 
Perspex screens, gloves and 
designated kitchen zones. 
Face masks have been made 
available where required 
and contactless payment is 
encouraged.

Wait for KFC is �nally over

Facilities to stream funerals installed in Inverness
Preparations are under 
way at Inverness 
Crematorium for 
sta� to o�er web 
streaming as part 
of a funeral service 
to anyone who 
wishes it.

Chairman of �e 
Highland Council’s 
Communities and Place 

C o m m i t t e e , 
Councillor Allan 
Henderson, said: 
‘We understand the 
di�culty that on-
going restrictions 

to funeral services 
due to the pandemic 

are having on those who 
are bereaved and our thoughts 
go to families and friends who 

have lost loved ones during 
this di�cult time. However, I 
am pleased to announce that 
our Bereavement Services 
Manager and the team at 
Inverness Crematorium are in 
the process of installing and 
testing the necessary equip-
ment today. It is expected that 
the option to have services 
streamed can be o�ered by 

the end of this week on a trial 
basis. We hope families and 
friends grieving for loved ones 
will �nd having this option 
helpful while the Covid-19 
restrictions on numbers able 
to attend funeral services in 
person are still in place.’

�e council has con�rmed 
that initially this service will 
be free of charge.

GFG o�er free 
festive food 
to Lochaber’s  
vulnerable
GFG Alliance’s Jahama 
Highland Estates and Alvance 
British Aluminium are pitching 
in to local e�orts this Christmas 
to prevent Lochaber’s most 
vulnerable residents from going 
hungry, writes Mark Entwistle.

Jahama is donating some of 
the venison products from its 
recently opened shop in Fort 
William to Kinlochleven and 
Laggan community groups to 
distribute among the elderly 
and other vulnerable residents 
ahead of the festive period.

�e company, which oversees 
more than 114,000 acres across 
Lochaber, recently opened a 
wild venison shop to promote 
sustainable, a�ordable and 
locally-produced meat.

Jahama Highland Estates’ 
community liaison manager 
Jonathan Hart said despite 
the challenges thrown at the 
business this year, it was proud 
to have made progress on initi-
atives that are reconnecting the 
local population with the land 
resources around them.

‘Our local venison enterprise 
is one such initiative and we 
hope these donations will 
o�er some comfort to those in 
Kinlochleven and Laggan that 
might be alone and vulnerable 

this Christmas,’ Mr Hart told 
the Lochaber Times.

‘We are grateful for the sup-
port and positive engagement 
from all our local communities 
this year and plan to donate 
produce to other community 
trusts in due course.’

Laggan’s Community 
Council, church and Forest 
Trust will distribute the ven-
ison in the days leading up to 
Christmas, while Kinlochleven 
Community Trust shared the 
products out last week.

In addition, Alvance is 
working in partnership with 
Morrisons in Fort William to 
buy fresh produce for Lochaber 
Foodbank, while employees of 
the smelter have also donated 
food of their own.

Alvance has also made dona-
tions to a local charity and com-
munity group, helping to ensure 
deprived children in the area 
receive gi� vouchers, toys and 
Christmas Eve boxes to make it 
a Christmas they remember.

Alvance’s British Aluminium 
managing director Tom 
Uppington said: ‘We were keen 
to contribute to the widespread 
community e�ort to ensure 
those in greatest need are not 
le� behind this Christmas.’



Why do you join a business 
organisation?

Depending on the size and 
type of your business, you’ll 
have at least a few di� erent 
options to choose from. Many 
companies belong to vari-
ous trade associations, interest 
groups and organisations, so 
why join  your  Chamber of 
Commerce?

What does chamber mem-
bership give you that you 
couldn’t get anywhere else?

It’s not just the events, net-
working, guidance, support, 
and opportunities. It’s not 
just the open, friendly, and 
personal assistance that you 
get from your chamber team, 
or the fact that you become 
a part of a huge network that 
speaks up for Scottish business 
as the Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce. It’s also that when 
you join a chamber, you all join. 
When your business comes on 
board as a member of Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce, it’s 
not just YOU that joins, it re-
ally is your business – and that 
means the people in all areas of 
your business. When you join 
the chamber, your team joins 
along with you. To give your 

business the best support we 
can, our services are available 
to everyone in your business - 
we actively encourage you to 
share our communications as 
widely as possible with your 
co-workers.

In fact, many of our bigger 
businesses have added their 
senior management team 
to our communications list, 
to make sure that training, 
networking events, advice 
and information from us and 
the wider Scottish Chambers 
network are actively shared 
within the business to the 
bene� t of the whole company.

If one of our members hadn’t 
shared the chamber informa-
tion with their HR manager, 
they’d never have found the 
incredibly useful ChamberHR 
documents library and advice 
line that’s included for free 
with membership.

If another member hadn’t 
shared the chamber newsletter 

with their whole team, one of 
their planners wouldn’t have 
come to them to ask about 
the One Lochaber Leadership 
programme. You see the 
pattern! Something that might 
not be directly relevant to you 
could be incredibly useful 
to someone else in the team. 
� e chamber is here for every 
member of your business.

Is it time to change the way 
you engage with us to allow 
more of your team to bene� t?

Just drop us an email to 
membership@lochabercham-
ber.co.uk if you’d like more 
of your sta�  team to be kept 
in the loop  directly about 
opportunities, news, and 
events from their Chamber of 
Commerce.

And if you’re not yet a 
member, please get in touch 
to � nd out how becoming a 
member of Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce can bene� t every 
member of your business.
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Next stage of broadband 
rollout to islands con� rmed
Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
SNP MSP Alasdair 
Allan has welcomed 
con� rmation that 
the next stage 
of the superfast 
broadband rollout 
in the Western Isles 
will begin in the new 
year.

On Monday, Connectivity 
Minister Paul Wheelhouse, 
pictured, con� rmed the £384 
million contract to deliver 
superfast broadband for the 
North of Scotland – which 
had previously been delayed 
by a legal challenge - has now 
been signed with BT and that 
work will begin in the new 
year.

� e Scottish Government 
has con� rmed that � -
bre-to-the-premises (FTTP) 
technology will be used for 
more than 80 per cent of 
addresses connected during 
the North lot contract build. 
� is technology was rolled out 
in Grimsay and Great Bernera 
last year, enabling households 
there to reach download 
speeds nearly 20 times the UK 
average.

Mr Allan commented: ‘We 

all know how impor-
tant broadband is 

to our day-to-day 
lives, and those 
without good 
quality inter-
net are being 

increasingly le�  
behind as the world 

becomes more and 
more digital.

‘Now that the contract 
between BT and the Scottish 
Government has been signed, 
I am eager to see work pro-
gress as soon as possible in 
the New Year to ensure that 
everyone in the islands is able 
to access good quality super-
fast broadband.

‘� ere has been huge pro-
gress made over the last � ve 
years, but we still have around 
20 percent of households in 
the islands without access 
to superfast broadband, and 
hundreds of properties with 
internet speeds that are all but 
unusable.

‘� e rollout of FTTC to 
those communities has the 
potential to be game-changing 
by making life more practical 
and opening up a range of new 
opportunities.’

Small and micro businesses 
that have engaged with 
Business Gateway about their 
digital needs will be invited to 
apply for a grant of up to the 
maximum of £2,500 to assist 
them to invest in their digital 
technology and help sustain 
and rebuild the Lochaber 
economy.

� is is the result of Lochaber 
Highland councillors 
discussing mechanisms 
to support local business 
from the Highland Coastal 
Communities Funding.

� is has now resulted in a 
proposal coming forward from 
Business Gateway to deliver a 
£30,000 programme providing 
digital support grants to busi-
nesses in the area.

Councillor Andrew Baxter, 
chairman of the Lochaber 
Area Committee, said mem-
bers of the Lochaber Area 
Committee have targeted 
some of the Highland Coastal 
Communities Funding 

resources to enable Lochaber 
business realise their digital 
plans.

‘Companies that have 
already expressed an interest 
with Business Gateway will 
be contacted by the Highland 
team and the process on how 
to ful� l their digital needs 
previously identi� ed will be 
explained. If there is further 

availability Business Gateway 
will promote the scheme wider 
to other businesses,’ added Mr 
Baxter.

� e grant scheme is � rst 
being directed to Lochaber 
businesses which already have 
engaged with the Business 
Gateway Highland service and 
identi� ed a need to invest in 
their digital capabilities as a 

means to sustain or grow their 
business, but who now need 
support to take next step.

� e Business Gateway team 
will � rst work with these 
businesses, then subject to 
progress and budget availabil-
ity will market the Lochaber 
Business Digital Support 
Grant alongside their localised 
Digital Boost programme to 
new business participants.

� e Highland Council has 
been allocated £3,034,703 
of Highland Coastal 
Communities Funding for the 
Highland regions – of which 
£462,032 is allocated for dis-
tribution within the Lochaber 
area while Skye and Raasay   
will get £505,492.

Funding will be distributed 
as the Highland Coastal 
Communities Fund – 
Lochaber with the main aim 
supporting community and 
economic regeneration and 
sustainable development 
around coastal areas.

Coastal cash fund to deliver 
£30,000 in digital support

Councillor 
Andrew 
Baxter says 
businesses 
that have 
already 
expressed 
interest with 
Business 
Gateway 
will be 
contacted.
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Ferguson Transport boost 
Lochaber Rotary festive fund
Ferguson Transport and 
Shipping has continued its 
support of Lochaber Rotary by 
presenting a cheque for £500, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

Group Managing Director, 
Alasdair Ferguson, sent best 
wishes from the directors and 
sta� , commenting: ‘We are de-
lighted to support the Rotary 
Club of Lochaber. � is year 

has been very challenging for 
everyone for a number of rea-
sons and with the Christmas 
Festival unfortunately having 
to cancel due to Covid, it is 
good to be in a position to 
support where we can. 

‘We have no doubt that this 
money will be put to good use 
in the local area.’

In expressing the thanks of 

Lochaber Rotary, President 
Richard Baxter said: ‘Ferguson 
Transport and Shipping has 
been the main sponsor of our 
Christmas Festival and Cra�  
Fair in recent years. 

‘Although we couldn’t run 
the event this year our work 
continues and so we much 
appreciate their continuing 
support.’

Jodie Jordan, 
business 
administrator 
of Ferguson 
Transport 
and Shipping, 
presents 
President 
Richard Baxter 
of Lochaber 
Rotary with 
the cheque.

A former Lochaber High 
School pupil has landed anoth-
er prestigious award to add to 
her already long list of growing 
achievements in the � eld of 
engineering.

Femi Johnson, 29, a MEng 
Mechanical Engineering 
graduate from Heriot-Watt 
University, has been awarded 
the prestigious Enterprise 
Fellowship by the Royal 
Academy of Engineering.

Alongside Professor Bob 
Reuben, Ms Johnson is 
co-founder and, additionally, 
technical director, of Heriot-
Watt spin-out IntelliPalp Dx, 
which has developed a medical 
diagnostic device aimed at rev-
olutionising the way men are 
screened for prostate cancer.

Prostate cancer is the most 
common cancer in men in the 
UK, with as many as one in 
eight developing the disease 
during their lifetime.

� e device provides in-
creased accuracy in early stage 
testing and aims to deliver 
improvements in diagnosis 
techniques, with initial trials 
demonstrating that the tech-
nology not only delivers a more 
e�  cient diagnosis but also 
reduces patient anxiety about 
prostate examinations.

� e award is just the latest in 
a long list of achievements for 
Ms Johnson. Most recently she 
co-led bids to secure pre-seed 
funding from the Scottish 
Enterprise High Growth 
Ventures Programme and a 
£75,000 award from Scottish 
EDGE, the UK’s biggest 
funding competition which is 
aimed at small businesses with 
high growth potential.

� at award will be used to ac-
celerate the development of the 
ProstaPalp device, technology 
which presents an incredible 
opportunity to improve pros-
tate cancer screening for both 
doctors and patients.

� e Royal Academy of 
Engineering Enterprise 
Fellowship programme 
supports innovative, creative 
entrepreneurial engineers 
who have demonstrated an 
exceptional innovation in 
engineering which they want 
to develop further. Awardees 

are given access to a network of 
expert advisors, ready to equip 
individuals with the con� -
dence and skills required to 
take their innovation forward.

Ms Johnson grew up in Fort 
William where her family is 
well known. Her late mother, 
Emmy Donaldson, also grew 
up in the town but sadly passed 
away in 2016 when Ms Johnson 
was still in her fourth year of 
university. However, her ma-
ternal grandparents, Ian and 
Tordis Donaldson, still live in 
Fort William and Ms Johnson 
paid tribute to them for their 
support of her and her career.

Asked why she opted for 
a career in engineering, Ms 
Johnson told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘I loved the idea of 
applying scienti� c principles 
to real world problems and this 
led me to a degree in mechani-
cal engineering at Heriot-Watt 
University.’

‘I became quite passionate 
about biomedical engineering 
during my masters year; I 
thought it was amazing how 
medical devices and technolo-
gy could change peoples lives 
and I decided it was something 
I wanted to be a part of.

‘I started working on the 
ProstaPalp device when it was 
still a research project at the 
university and I was hired as 
a full-time research associate 
when I graduated in 2018.

‘I was amazed by the potential 
the ProstaPalp had to signi� -

cantly improve the diagnostic 
pathway for prostate cancer 
and I knew I wanted to be a 
part of the commercialisation 
process to get the technology 
out into the world where it 
could help so many people.

‘In 2020 my co-founders and 
myself incorporated IntelliPalp 
Dx to bring the ProstaPalp 
device to market and we have 
been trying to gain as much 
traction this year as possible 
despite certain limitations due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

‘I’ve been continuing my 
work on the technical de-
velopment of the ProstaPalp 
Prototype preparing for large-
scale clinical trials in 2021, 
alongside developing my own 
entrepreneurial skills.

‘When I found out I’d been 
successful in my application 
for an Enterprise Fellowship 
from the Royal Academy of 
Engineering I was absolutely 
ecstatic. To be selected for 
such a prestigious award 
was incredibly humbling for 
myself as an entrepreneur and 
an engineer, but also to gain 
recognition for the potential 
of the ProstaPalp device is 
amazing.

‘My fellowship begins on   
January 1 and runs for one year 
but I will have lifetime access to 
the enterprise hub in the Royal 
Academy of Engineering, 
which is an unbelievable op-
portunity – I can’t wait to get 
started!’

Former Fort 
pupil lands 
top fellowship

Femi Johnson’s fellowship begins on January 1.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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We are normally late in put-
ting up a tree in our house 
(Christmas Eve one year). 
� is year though my chil-
dren wore me down and it 
went up on the � rst weekend 
of December.

Whether or not all the 
needles will still be on its 
branches come the 25th is 
yet to be seen. We could, 
of course, have bought a 
beautiful fake tree, but I have 
always liked the real ones.  I 
do, however, have to quell a 
pang of guilt at cutting down 
a young tree for such a brief 
glittering spell.

� e tradition of cutting 
down an evergreen and 
decorating it in our homes 
blew in from Germany with 
Queen Victoria’s consort, 
Prince Albert. We have quite 
a few rogue conifers growing 
around the cro� ; like the 
Christmas tree tradition 
they have blown in from 
elsewhere.

Pine pollen has been shown 
to remain viable for germi-
nation a� er travelling as 
much as 25 miles. � e trees 
growing among the grass 
here have self-seeded from 
one of the many forestry 
plantations that march up 
the hills around us.

As we ventured out to see 
if any of our tree-weeds were 
Christmas-sized, I consoled 
myself that conifers do not 
bring a great deal to their 
environment, even going so 
far as reducing biodiversity.

In Our Place, Mark Cocker 
notes that while a native oak 

might ‘support an inverte-
brate fauna of no fewer than 
423 species’, a spruce is home 
to 37.  

Trees grown speci� cally 
for Christmas do have the 
advantage of being spaced 
further apart, but in the 
densely planted timber for-
ests the ground is quiet and 
sterile.

Forester Peter Wohlleben 
writes in � e Hidden Life 
of Trees that ‘the air in 
young pine forests is almost 
germfree thanks to the 
phytoncides released by the 
needles’.   Pine’s natural dis-
infectant properties create 
another good reason to bring 
its branches into our homes 
in winter, as we enter the 
months of colds and � u.

And they are green. When 
the colour and light are 
leaching from the landscape, 
leaving only white bark and 
purple tips of birch, or the 
washed-out green of oak 
lichen, the rich dark of the 

conifers imparts a longed-for 
feeling of growth, of new be-
ginnings, and of health – all 
of which are welcome to our 
mental health in these dark 
months.

All that said, convenience 
compelled me to at least 
think about getting a fake 
tree this year.  But, if carbon 
footprint is your concern, 
� e Carbon Trust estimates 
that a real tree, properly 
composted, releases 3.5kg of 
carbon, whereas a fake 
tree has  a carbon footprint 
around 40kg CO2e, meaning 
it would take around 11 and 
a half years of using the same 
tree for the two to level out.

� e spruce we eventually 
chose had begun as two. A 
pair of thin trunks grown 
together in a perfectly even 
and bushy shape.   � e wind 
had already decorated it 
with pale strands of winter 
grass, some of which are still 
entwined in it now, lit by our 
own twinkling stars.

Wild Words
KIRSTEEN BELL
fort@obantimes.co.uk

People urged to leave Lochaber’s 
rhododendron leaves in woods
Forestry and Land Scotland is 
urging people not to pick any of 
Lochaber’s wild rhododendron 
leaves for Christmas wreaths, 
� ower arrangements or table 
decorations – in case they end 
up spreading a deadly tree 
disease.

Rhododendron ponticum  is 
an invasive species that can 
quickly smother a woodland 
and kill o�  ground vegetation. It 
is also a carrier of Phytophthora 
ramorum (more commonly re-
ferred to as P. ramorum), which 
attacks and kills larch trees.

� e disease can’t be eradicat-
ed and the only way to slow its 
rate of spread is to prevent the 
spores that cause the disease 
from being carried to new, 
uninfected sites. Once the 
disease infects larch trees the 
only available response is to 
fell the a� ected trees and those 
surrounding them.

Alan Gale, FLS Adaptation 
Programme Manager, said: 
‘Rhododendron is a real threat 
to woodland ecosystems and 
needs to be managed vigorous-
ly to prevent it from killing o�  
ground vegetation, but it is also 

a carrier of a disease 
that has had a 
d e v a s t a t i n g 
impact on larch.

‘� ere are 
now many 
locations across 
Scotland – in-
cluding a number 
in Lochaber – where 
woodland managers are 
having to meet the require-
ments of statutory plant health 
notices and fell infected trees.

‘Unfortunately, rhododen-
dron is an attractive plant for 
use in � ower arrangements and 
Christmas wreaths – and stems 
picked in a forest need not show 
any obvious signs of infection. 
Members of the public might 
also not know if the disease is 
present in the woods they visit 
so in terms of biosecurity, it’s 
better to not take the risk.’

� e risk of transmission 
lies in the incorrect disposal 
of rhododendron stems and 
leaves and infected material, if 
it ends up on a compost pile – 
or at the bottom of the garden 
– close to susceptible hosts.

� ere is also a risk that wood-

land visitors taking 
r h o d o d e n d r o n 

material from 
infected areas 
will carry the 
disease-causing 
spores to un-

infected sites in 
the mud and forest 

debris on their boots, 
walking poles or car or 

bike tyres.
Mr Gale added: ‘Our ‘Keep 

it Clean’ biosecurity advice 
urges visitors to help us slow 
the spread of this disease by 
taking a few minutes to brush 
or wipe o�  boots, bike wheels, 
tent pegs and even their dog’s 
paws before and a� er visiting 
a woodland. We would also ask 
that people don’t take anything 
out of the forest that they didn’t 
take in with them.

‘Everyone working together 
to adopt new habits will have a 
positive impact on our forests, 
help to slow the spread of tree 
pests and diseases and buy the 
time to research and develop 
other actions that we can take 
to ensure the long term health 
of our woodlands.’

Disappointment as Covid rules relaxation 
will only bene� t ‘some 300’ islanders
Only 300 people will bene� t 
from the latest relaxation in 
coronavirus rules, according 
to Highland Council.

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon announced the 
review of protection levels in 
Scotland last week, taking into 
account the fall in prevalence 
of the virus.

Highland will remain in 
level one, however indoor 
visits for six people from two 
households will be extended to 
other small inhabited islands 
within Highland, but not Skye 
or other islands linked to the 
mainland. � e changes come 
into e� ect from Friday.

Leader of the Highland 
Council Margaret Davidson 
expressed disappointment at 
the decision, saying: ‘While 
this may be welcome news for 

a small number of households 
in island communities, the 
relaxation will only bene� t 
some 300 people or less than 
two percent of people in 
Highland.

‘� e other 98.5 percent of the 
Highland population will have 
to continue to meet in hospi-
tality, where this is available 
or su� er the isolation which 
these restrictions bring.’

Mrs Davidson continued: 
‘I understand that the First 
Minister is taking a cautious 
approach, however the num-
ber of positive cases remains 
well under 20 per 100,000. 

‘� e First Minister refers to 
balancing the four harms of 
Covid – Highland is currently 
victim to the harms to the 
economy and to individuals of 
isolation and mental ill health 

during the coldest and darkest 
days of winter. I do not think 
that our unique rural context 
is fully understood. 

‘Many places in the 
Highlands are just as isolated 
as on any remote island. In 
many communities it is sim-
ply not possible for people to 
meet in a hospitality setting 
and where this is possible, it 
carries a cost for those who are 
on low incomes or have been 
� nancially a� ected by the 
pandemic.

‘Household visits are part 
of Highland way of life and 
are not just bene� cial for our 
wellbeing, but essential to our 
wellbeing. 

‘We will continue to lobby 
for this change and reverse the 
harms imposed by these con-
tinued levels of restrictions.’
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More than 200 jobs will be cre-
ated through the development 
of a new deep water terminal 
in the Outer Hebrides, the 
Scottish Government has said.

Initial work will begin on 
the Stornoway Deep Water 
Terminal a� er Rural Economy 
Secretary Fergus Ewing 
con� rmed a £49 million 
investment from a number 
of partners to strengthen 
transport links and support a 
range of diverse industries in 
the Western Isles.

� e project includes a facility 
for berthing for cruise ships up 
to 360m long, a new deep water 
berth to cater for larger cargo 
vessels, and a freight ferry 
berth; berthing and unloading 
facilities for renewable energy 
components and development 
land for a range of uses such 
as industrial processes and 
decommissioning.

Mr Ewing said: ‘� is is a 
great example of the blue 
economy in action, as it is 
creating infrastructure in our 
islands which can bene� t a 
range of marine industries 
and coastal communities, 
helping Scotland build back 
better from the pandemic 
and make the transition to 
net zero through the creation 
of a stronger, more resilient, 
sustainable economy.’

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

Leader, Councillor Roddie 
Mackay added: ‘� is invest-
ment is the � rst step in a 
comprehensive vision for the 
redevelopment of Stornoway 
and the ancillary facilities 
around the port.

‘� e project will create new 
marine-related opportunities, 
not only for Stornoway, but the 
whole of the Outer Hebrides. 
We believe this investment 
will make Stornoway one of 
the premier ports in the west 

of Scotland and will create 
signi� cant new economic 
value for the overall Scottish 
economy.

‘Our ambition is that the 
Deep Water Terminal will be a 
driver and catalyst for a series 
of new activities such as the 
creation of a hydrogen-driven 
energy hub and as a future 
base for renewable energy 
deployments west of the 
Hebrides.’

Alistair Dodds, chairman 
of Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, said the bene� ts 
of this development will be far 
reaching.

He continued: ‘It will 
strengthen transport links 
between the islands and the 

mainland. It will signi� cantly 
enhance the islands’ potential 
in terms of the developing ma-
rine economy, which includes 
renewable energy, oil and gas 
decommissioning and tour-
ism, and it will create many 
valuable local jobs.

‘� is in turn will help attract 
more people and business 
to the islands, stimulate 
wider economic activity and 
strengthen community 
resilience.

‘We very much welcome 
these plans by the Stornoway 
Port Authority and look 
forward to continuing to work 
with them as they implement 
the masterplan.’

Murdo Murray, chairman, 
Stornoway Port Authority, 
commented: ‘� is signi� cant 
investment is tremendous 
news for Stornoway, the Outer 
Hebrides and Scotland. We 
believe it will bring massive 
new revenue streams to the 
port, create new employment 

in the area for decades to 
come, and go a long way to 
helping Scotland reach its net 
zero carbon emissions target 
by 2045.

‘� is investment is the 
culmination of years of work 
on this project and we could 
not have done it without 
the backing of the Scottish 
Government, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar, Crown Estate 
Scotland and the Stornoway 
Trust.’

Phase One of the deep-wa-
ter terminal is part of the 
Stornoway Port Authority’s 
20-year masterplan.

Stornoway Port Authority 
will now progress the initial 
stage in the tender process 
- the pre-quali� cation ques-
tionnaire (PQQ.) Following 
the PQQ process the tender is 
expected to be published late 
February and construction is 
expected to commence in late 
summer 2021.

£49M for new Stornoway 
deep water terminal project

An artist’s drawing of the 
new terminal with a heavy 
lift vessel on the main berth 
and freight ferry on the 
linkspan berth. 
Photograph: IKMCredit

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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One in four of us will be af-
fected by mental health issues 
at some point in our lives. 
Depression and anxiety are 
o� en part of mental illness 
along with a sense of desper-
ation or hopelessness. But we 
are not alone.

Support is available from 
many sources in the form of 
medication and a whole array 
of therapies. Art, music, 
dance, theatre and writing 
are all excellent outlets for 
improving our state of mind 
along with producing crea-
tive output.

A recent study by 
award-winning journalist, 
novelist, teacher and trainer 
Catherine Devaney and psy-
chologist Patrick Lawson has 
resulted in the development 
of a Creative Writing for 
Wellbeing course.

Following remarkable 
results from the pilot study, 
the course has been rolled 
out more widely and I at-
tended one of the courses run 
over four weekly 90-minute 
sessions online. Dr Devaney, 

who has a long and successful 
career, returned to university 
to study psychology and drew 
on her own experience in � c-
tion writing when developing 
the programme.

A lived experience of a sit-
uation or a close understand-
ing of it from interviewing 
someone helped her to create 
characters, situations and 
believable plot lines.

She told me: ‘A personal 
bereavement enabled me 
to write in the third person 
using my own experience. I 
also realised the therapeutic 
bene� t of doing so. � e 
primary reason for the study 
was therapy, not creative 
writing.’

Dr Lawson continued: 
‘Expressive writing is o� en 
used in CBT (cognitive be-
haviour therapy) to encour-
age people to describe their 
thoughts and feelings but this 
study turns that on its head.

‘Instead of writing about 
yourself you are writing 
about someone else. � is ex-
change of person allows you 

to deal creatively with those 
emotions.’

Dr Devaney explained: 
‘� at’s the alchemy! You are 
no longer writing about you 
and you can suddenly own 
the narrative and change the 
story, redra� ing it until you 
are happy with it.’

Exploring some of the cir-
cumstances around feelings, 
the situations and relation-

ships and then having the 
freedom to change those 
things gives a sense of power 
and control. Dr Devaney 
elaborate: ‘A lot of mental 
health issues are to do with 
feeling alone or that your 
problems are only yours. 

‘Being heard and under-
stood is very important 
and with writing the 

page is always listening.’
� ere is real science behind 
this but does it actually work? 
� e participants of the study 
certainly thought so – 100 
per cent of the people who 
joined completed the study, 
with all of them reporting it 
as interesting and above all 
else, helpful.

Subsequently, the course 
has been tweaked and rolled 
out several times to people 
working in healthcare, to 
writers and journalists, and 
it was announced last week 
that Dr Devaney will be 
the writer-in-residence at a 
secondary school running a 
creative writing for wellbeing 
course for pupils.

� e course I attended 
covered all aspects of creative 
writing, with homework tasks 
assigned for those attendees 
who wanted to participate 
in the wellbeing aspect of 
the sessions. Encouraged to 
write for at least 20 minutes 
we were given prompts each 
week to continue our story. 
We always wrote in the third 

person and, although there 
was a heavy amount of au-
tobiographical content, that 
removal of ‘I’ and ‘me’ from 
the story was a powerful 
tool for creating objectivity 
and distance. By the end of 
the tasks we were writing 
about triumphing over the 
adversity of the situation and 
moving on.

As you are reading my 
words in print, it will come as 
no surprise that I am a strong 
believer in writing being a 
brilliant way to empty your 
head of thoughts and get 
them onto a page instead.

But as anyone who has ever 
penned a lovelorn poem, 
scribbled in a teenage diary 
or written an angst � lled 
letter they never intended 
to send will know, there is a 
lot of therapy in letting your 
words � ow.

� is fascinating take on 
creative writing as a well 
being tool with a twist is de� -
nitely one I will be exploring 
further and can recommend 
as a great self help tool too.

Mental Health Matters
NIC GODDARD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

‘The primary reason 
for the study was 
therapy, not creative 
writing’

Ewen’s Room 
helps Light 
Up The Dark
Local Mental Health and 
Wellbeing charity Ewen’s 
Room is to lead a communi-
ty-wide project to Light Up 
� e Dark this winter, shining 
brightness and connecting 
people through dark winter 
days and the lockdown blues.

Working with Support In 
Mind Scotland, organisations, 
businesses and residents across 
Ardnamurchan, the project will 
run from the shortest day on 
the winter solstice, December 
21, right through to the spring 
equinox on March 20, with both 
online and Covid-compliant 
outdoor events to spread joy, 
banish the darkness and bring 
people together even while 
lockdown keeps us apart.

Events will include star gazing, 
storytelling and wildlife walks, 
creative cra�  workshops, 
a� er-dark activities, including 
swims and other loch-based fun.

Details about the project, 
booking for events and how to 
get involved can be found at 
www.ewensroom.com/light-
up-the-dark and on the Ewen’s 
Room Facebook and Instagram 
pages.

Now your cake has been sitting and being fed for 
the last few weeks its time to ice. There are various 
options available and readymade marzipan and 
icing sheets that can be used that are available in 
local shops. If you want to make this simple icing 
recipe from scratch, please see the recipe below.

Ingredients
• 500g Marzipan – either ready rolled or block
• ½ Jar of apricot jam
• 500g Icing sugar
• 75-100ML Lemon juice
• Decorations to add that fi nishing touch
• Cake board slightly larger than the cake

Method
In a small saucepan add half a jar of apricot jam and 
heat. Do not allow to boil and stir well. Try to use 
jam that does not have excessive lumps of fruit. If 
it is lumpy, you may need to sieve.  Place about a 
dessert spoon of the jam on your cake board. Spread 
the jam across the base just short of the size of your 
cake. Place the cake on top, the jam will ensure your 
cake sticks to the board. Spread the remainder of 
the heated jam across the top and the sides of the 
cake. By the time you are fi nished the cake will have 
a beautiful glaze to it. Now is the time to place the 
marzipan in the cake. If using ready rolled this is a 
simple process and you can place straight onto the 
cake and ensure the full cake and sides are covered. 

ICING FOR CHRISTMAS CAKE

Trim off  any excess marzipan. If using block 
marzipan, mould into a ball with your hands and 
place on a work surface with some icing sugar so 
it does not stick and roll out to form a circle to a 
depth of about 6mm and 35-40cm across. Place 
the rolled-out marzipan on top of the cake and 
mould round the cake. Leave the marzipan on 
the cake to dry at room temperature and do not 
ice for at least 24-48 hours. This is important.
To make the icing sugar, it is best to use a mixer 
unless you want to give your arms a workout! 
Sieve the icing sugar into a bowl. This makes 
the mixing process easier. Put about a quarter 
of the icing sugar in a bowl and add about half 
the lemon juice. Mix until all combined. Add 
more icing sugar about two tablespoons at a 
time. If the mix is stiff ening add a little more 
lemon juice. Keep mixing until the icing is nice 
and thick but workable. When you are happy the 
icing is well mixed start to spoon onto the cake. I 
fi nd spooning as much on as possible to the top 
helps in spreading over the top and side of the 
cake. A tip for spreading the icing is to have a 
bowl of boiling water that you can dip a spoon or 
pallet knife into to spread the icing. This will also 
give a nice sheen to the cake. The icing does not 
need to be beautifully smooth, remember this 
is your cake and your style. Once iced add any 
decorations you wish. Enjoy!

Brought to you by BID4Oban
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Laura Copp 
is pictured 
receiving her 
vaccination from 
Occupational 
Health Nurse, 
Janet Miskovic. 
Occupational 
Health Nurse, 
Marion Campbell, 
is also pictured.

Community nurse and mum 
of two Lynsey Mackenzie was 
the � rst person in the Western 
Isles to receive the Covid-19 
vaccination when the inocula-
tion programme was rolled out 
last week.

Lynsey, 35, received the 
P� zer vaccination at Western 
Isles Hospital in Stornoway.

She works for NHS Western 
Isles’ Southside Community 
Nursing Team and is part 
of the team which will be 
delivering the vaccine to the 
wider population. She has been 
working with the Southside 
team since April 2020 as a 
student nurse, and became a 
sta�  nurse in October.

� e vaccine was adminis-
tered by NHS Western Isles 
occupational health nurse 
Marion Campbell. � e Health 
Board’s two Occupational 
Health Nurses (Marion and 
her colleague, Janet Miskovic) 
will be administering the 
vaccine alongside peer vacci-
nators who are based across 
the Western Isles.

Lynsey, from Leurbost in 
Lochs, said that she felt ‘priv-
ileged’ to be the � rst person in 
the Western Isles to have had 
the vaccine, and added: ‘In the 
position I’m in, I’m happy to be 
promoting having the vaccine 
to others.’

Lynsey stated that the � rst 
vaccines now gave hope that 
an end was in sight to the pan-
demic, adding: ‘If it allows us 
to get back to some normality, 
going on holidays, going back 
to the mainland and allowing 
us to start planning things 
again, it’s a positive step. I 
really hope the majority of 
people will take it when they 
are o� ered.’

In terms of the information 
available to her to make a 
decision on whether or not to 
take the vaccine, Lynsey said 

that she was comfortable with 
the information she had been 
given, which allowed her to 
make an ‘informed choice’.

She continued: ‘It’s every-
body’s personal choice wheth-
er or not they take the vaccine, 
but I would say that everyone 
eligible should seriously 
consider taking it, especially 
if they are in a particular risk 
category. I feel absolutely � ne 
a� er having my vaccination 
and I didn’t even feel it.’

A member of sta�  within a 
Western Isles care home was 
the second person to receive 
her vaccination. Laura Copp 
is a senior social care worker 
in Dun Berisay Care Home in 
Stornoway.

A� er receiving her vacci-
nation, Laura said: ‘I’d say to 
people, just go for it. You are 
better knowing that you have 
been vaccinated than living in 
fear. People say that they can’t 
wait to get back to normal. 
� is is the start of normal. You 
don’t even feel it.’

NHS Western Isles Chief 
Executive Gordon Jamieson 
added: ‘� is is an important 
day in the Western Isles, which 
we hope marks the beginning 
of a process to bring the pan-
demic to an end.

‘� is will be a long process 
over a number of months, not 
just because each person has 
to be vaccinated twice, but be-
cause of the sheer scale of our 
task. We would ask everyone to 
be patient as we work through 
a programme to vaccinate 
everyone who requires the 
vaccination, in priority order.

‘I would like to thank our 
local communities for their 
ongoing e� orts over a long and 
extremely challenging period. 
I would also like to pay tribute 
to our public health and health 
protection team, who lead on 
this work, and wider health 
and social care sta� , some 
of whom are receiving their 
vaccinations today, for work-
ing tirelessly during what has 
been, and continues to be, an 
extremely busy and challeng-
ing time.

‘So many individuals have 
stepped up to work well above 
and beyond what is expected of 
them to protect our services, 
our patients and clients, and 
our local communities. We are 
very lucky to have such dedi-
cated sta�  here in the Western 
Isles.’

Historic moment as � rst 
person in Western Isles 
receives vaccination

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

‘I’d say to people, just 
go for it. You are better 
knowing you have 
been vaccinated than 
living in fear.’

Laura Copp, senior 
social care worker
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‘Beautifully produced’ book on building of Mallaig Railway
One of the most compelling 
features of a feature-rich 
countryside is still the Mallaig 
Railway, an extension to the 
Glasgow to Fort William West 
Highland line.

Its construction began in 
January, 1897, and it was 
completed at the end of 
March 1901. No-one with 
connections to Lochaber and 
a knowledge of the districts 
takes it for granted, and no 
traveller who discovers it, 
forgets it. Building the Mallaig 
Railway is the human story of 
how this came to be.

As we travel the line, we sense 
the feats of engineering and we 
wonder at the labour involved. 
�is beautifully produced 
book reveals all. It is derived 
by the author from the chance-
�nd of a batch of negatives in 
an auction in Cornwall.

�e �nder, Michael Holden, 
instigated its research by con-
tacting the Glen�nnan Station 
Museum with an old picture 
of a rough-and-ready wooden 
building with crinkly-tin 
roof and sign above the door 
proclaiming ‘Cooper and Co’s 
Railway Stores’. 

Given that part of a similar 
sign is preserved in the 

museum, the search was on, 
though the photographer 
remained anonymous. About 
150 of the high-quality images 
clearly showed scenes from the 
building of the Mallaig line; 
the ensuing ‘enjoyable treasure 
hunt’ and ‘journey with all its 
twists and turns’ have trans-
formed this into a fascinating 
and intriguing book.

In spite of Victorian railway 
mania, why build a railway 
here at all? �ese were Na 
Garbh-Chrìochan – �e 
Rough Bounds – and not 
the destination of those who 
followed in the footsteps of 
Johnson and Boswell.

But the extension was sanc-
tioned by Act of Parliament to 

access West Coast �sheries and 
alleviate the dire situation of a 
population blighted by poverty 
and catastrophic economic 
collapse.

�e contractors were the 
Glasgow-based �rms of 
Simpson and Wilson, civil en-
gineers, and Robert McAlpine 
and Sons, contractors, a com-
bination which had worked to-
gether on the Glasgow Subway 
in 1892-1894.

�ey were ‘young’ �rms with 
railway and tunnelling experi-
ence and a proven reputation 
for developing mass-concrete 
construction. �is was a 
seemingly perfect symbiosis 
of skills for an extraordinary 
enterprise.

‘Building the Mallaig Railway – a 
photographer’s story’ is a new book by 
Hege Hernæs, of Glenfinnan Station. In 
a special review for the Lochaber Times, 
Hugh Cheape gives his impressions.

Cooper and Co Railway Stores, Lochailort.
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‘Beautifully produced’ book on building of Mallaig Railway

�e book follows all the 
stages of the building of the 
Mallaig Railway. Among such 
memorable features of this op-
eration were the housing and 
feeding of a workforce of 2,000 
men from Ireland, Lewis, 
Skye, and the Highlands, and 
a hospital set up in the former 
school at Polnish, which plays 
a pivotal role in the story. 

�e 40-mile line presented a 
major logistical challenge with 
no adequate road as supply 
line and goods being brought 
in by ‘Pu�ers’ to camps at 

Lochailort, Loch nan Uamh 
and Morar.

�is allowed construction 
work to start simultaneously 
in a series of locations 
at Corpach, Kinlocheil, 
Glen�nnan, Kinlochailort, 
Beasdale, Borrodale and 
Morar.

Excavating for the line in-
volved hand tools, an early use 
of compressed-air pneumatic 
drills, explosives, a hundred 
cuttings through some of the 
oldest and hardest rock in the 
world, and 11 tunnels.

�e �nal engineering epi-
sode of the contract was the 
Mallaig Pier and a breakwater, 
the extra push requiring 
government subsidisation. 
�e photographs reveal that, 
in 1900, Mallaig was no more 
than a place-name and two or 
three taighean tughaidh.

A railway is a railway for 
most of us but what strikes the 
eye on the Mallaig Railway is 
how the engineers bridged the 
gaps. 

If we have ever wondered how 
these were achieved, Building 
the Mallaig Railway o�ers viv-
id testimony to unimaginable 
hard gra� and enterprise; and 
how solving the problems cre-
ated ‘monuments to concrete’.

Under a title of professional 
understatement – Some 
Concrete Viaducts on the West 
Highland Railway - the engi-
neer, W S Wilson, addressed 
colleagues in 1907: ‘Even 
supposing that the requisite 
number of men accustomed 
to work such stone could have 
been secured, the cost would 
have been prohibitive.’

�e solutions, in the viaducts 
at Borrodale, Glen�nnan, 
Loch nan Uamh, Morar and 
others, are monuments to 

this judgement.   A highly 
informative narrative is 
carried on the sequence of 
original photographs, and the 
photographer’s perspective is a 
distinctive one. A time frame 
of February/March 1900 and 
the self-evident focus and 
closeness of detail prompted 
the questions of ‘who?’ and 
‘why?’ and a third of the book 
engages with scholarly caution 
in the quest for an identity.

�is hinges on the contrac-
tor’s younger son, �omas 
Malcolm McAlpine, and 
his otherwise fatal injury 
in a blasting accident. A 
humanitarian drama of epic 
proportions followed which 
saw the casualty stretchered 
and accompanied to Glasgow 
for surgery by a team of eight 
navvies – who sadly remain 
anonymous.

But no-one with an interest 

in 20th century Highland his-
tory can a�ord to be without 
this very satisfying book!

Hugh Cheape
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig

An Dùbhlachd 2020.
Building the Mallaig Railway 
– a photographer’s story. 
Glen�nnan Station Museum 
2020, 130 pages. ISBN 978 
1 5272 7341 2; £30 from 
Glen�nnan Station Museum, 
online or by phone.

Near Glen�nnan,  one of the many photos in the book of work under way.

Mallaig Harbour.
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

The � rst steps to ‘normality’
� is week saw the roll-out of the Covid vac-
cine in Lochaber, with healthcare and social 
care sta� , and care home residents among 
those set to receive the � rst, initial dose.

Although the programme is starting 
slowly, this is great news for many in the 
region. However, as Donald Cameron MSP 
has pointed out, our challenging geography 
means the vaccine cannot be delivered to 
some island communities.

Let us hope the Oxford AstraZeneca 
vaccine becomes available soon to allow 
it to be given to those islanders currently 
missing out.

But as the months go by and more and 
more people are immunised, we must not 
get complacent. � e vaccine alone is not 
enough to combat Covid and we need to 
continue to follow the guidelines such as 
keeping social distance, hand-washing and 
avoiding meeting with other households 
indoors at home.

A huge thank you
We must say thank you to Sarah Cairns and 
her four friends from Fort William who 
raised cash and accepted donations which 
they used to make up Christmas boxes for 
children and young people supported by 
organisations in Lochaber. And thank you 
to everyone who gave generously.

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Ged a tha adhartas san t-srì an aghaidh Covid 
19 misneachail da-rìribh feumar a bhith 
mothachail air earail eòlaichean gum bi co-
dhiù mìosan mus tèid banachdach air a h-uile 
neach, agus tron ùine sin thig dhuinn a bhith 
faiceallach. Chan eil sin gu bhith soirbh idir 
aig àm den bhliadhna far am bheil sinn uile gu 
nàdarra togarrach agus dualach a bhith a’ co-
imhead romhainn le misneachd gu bliadhna ùr. 
’S tric a chluinnear clann òga a’ miannachadh 
gum maireadh àm Nollaige fad na bliadhna, 
gun mhothachadh gum fàsadh iad gu math 
sgìth agus theagamh neo-ar-thaingeil air an 
t-suidheachadh sin ann an ùine gu math goirid. 

Saoilidh mi � ìn gur e na tha sinn a’ sùile-
achadh à ràith an t-subhachais seo, na tha sinn 
an dòchas a tha e a’ gealltainn gu spioradail agus 
saoghalta, a tha ga � àgail cho  sònraichte. Bho 
chionn seachdain bha mi a’ dèanamh coimeas 
eadar aoibhneas naidheachd soirbheachaidh 
banachdach a’ choròna-bhìorais agus � os mun 
t-sìth aig crìoch an Dàrna Cogaidh. Gun teag-
amh b’ e dà àm eachdraidheil a bh’ annta dhan 
dùthaich seo, ach dìreach seachdain air adhart 
agus tha mi a’ sgrìobhadh air latha eile a tha ga 
mheas mar latha eachdraidheil, agus ’s dòcha 
latha a bhios glè mhillteach dha Breatann.

Beagan is bliadhna air ais chualas Prìomhaire 
ùr a’ gealltainn gun lìbhrigeadh esan Brexit 
taobh a-staigh na h-ùine a bha comharraichte 

ro dheireadh 2020. Air an claoidh le bliadhna-
ichean de naidheachdan is deasbad gun sgur 
mun chuspair bha mòran an dùil gun robh 
sin a’ ciallachadh an aonta-malairt a bhathas 
a’ meas deatamach leis an Roinn Eòrpa, ach 
an-diugh tha e air fàs glè choltach nach eil 
sin dol a thachairt. An deach an gealladh a 
thug Boris Johnson a bhriseadh ma-thà? Uill 
thathas ag innse dhuinn a-nise gur e bha e a’ 
ciallachadh nuair a gheall e “Brexit a choile-
anadh” ach an dùthaich a thoirt a-mach às an 
Aonadh Eòrpach, is nach do gheall e aonta-ma-
lairt. � a cliù aig Johnson a bhith a’ briseadh 
gheallaidhean agus ged nach do chuir sin 
bacadh air faotainn gu ruige prìomh dhreuchd 
phoilitigeach na dùthcha, tha eòlaichean a’ cur 
air a mhanadh gun dìol e air a sheasamh ma 
thèid Breatann a-mach às an Aonadh Eòrpach 
gun aonta-malairt. Mar a tha cùisean an-diugh, 
is na còmhraidhean eadar Breatann agus a’ 
Bhruiseal anns na buillean mu dheireadh, tha 
e a’ coimhead coltach gum biodh aonta sam 
bith a’ ciallachadh gun cailleadh gnìomhachas 
an iasgaich a dh’aindeoin nan geallaidhean a 
� uair iadsan. 

Ach nan tigeadh aonta aig a’ mhionaid mu 
dheireadh dh’� eumadh na pàrtaidhean poilit-
igeach eile taic a chur ris, agus nach � àgadh sin 
gum biodh iad uile a’ briseadh gheallaidhean 
dha cuideigin?

MSP failed to mention Brexit
� is week a glossy publication from Donald 
Cameron MSP arrived through my letterbox 
extolling the virtues of being a Conservative 
candidate in next May’s Scottish elections.

Mr Cameron listed six subjects of concern he 
had been involved in recently. All important, yes, 
but why did he fail to mention the two sectors 
that face the challenge to their survival caused 
by Brexit: farming and � shing? Both sectors face 
severe � nancial ruin.

On � shing, west coast � shermen rely on rapid 
transit to get their catches of prawns, langous-
tines, crabs, lobsters etc to Europe within 24 
hours of landing. � ese vital exports will, due to 
Brexit, be subject to senseless bureaucracy of red 
tape before they reach their destination.

Warnings from the � shing businesses all along 
the west coast have been ignored by the UK 
Government. Coupled with this are tari� s set as 
Britain will no longer be an EU member.

Next to farming. Everything points to constant 
� nancial hardship. Lamb exports vital for every 
sheep farmer in Scotland face EU levies of 40 per 
cent of the value of these animals.

For example prime lambs currently worth £95 
to export will near be worth £58. � ese levels of 
return will make sheep production unviable. All 
exports of world-famous Scotch beef will be lev-
ied, as will our food and drink exports currently 
worth millions to the Scottish economy.

In the 2016 EU referendum Scotland voted 
62 per cent to 38 per cent to remain in the EU. 
As everyone in the UK surveys the last minute 
shambles of ‘No deal or Bad deal’, they must be 
amazed at the absolute mess we are in.

Our chance of salvation or rescue comes next 
May when Scotland has a chance to let Mr 
Cameron realise the folly of his party’s ways.

Robert MacIntyre, Rothesay.

Fine irresponsible hosts
I’d like to commend Ellis Butcher’s article 
(December 3) concerning tourists in Oban.  

As an Airbnb property owner myself, I have 
been screening all of my guests, to ensure that 
they are eligible to travel in order to keep the 
area safe. � is has been at a huge � nancial loss 
to myself, and is particularly galling when other 
properties, just a short distance from mine, are 
still welcoming guests from higher tiers than 
Argyll and Bute. � ere is largely no defence 
for this practice, as Airbnb hosts can check 
where their guests live.  However, I would say 
that I have experienced guests that lie and/or 
attempt to conceal they are travelling from a 
high tier area/England in lockdown two, but it 

just takes a few careful questions to unravel the 
truth.  Airbnb hosts are by no means alone as 
culprits for welcoming such guests. We’re aware 
of visitors to Seil from Glasgow recently, who 
had used an Isle of Man address to book with a 
‘cottage’ booking � rm. To add insult to injury, 
just yesterday I followed a Swiss car with a roof 
luggage box, that diligently followed its satnav all 
the way to Balvicar, Seil. Switzerland, at the time 
of writing, is a high risk/high infection country.

Irresponsible hosts should be � ned, similarly to 
those holding parties.

Sally Knight, Oban.

Short, cheap option for Rest
� e Rest and Be � ankful is better known to the 
people of Argyll as the ‘Dripping Roast’ mean-
ing good money a� er bad and going nowhere.

I have studied all the di� erent proposals, many 
of which could no doubt work at great cost, 
though I feel my proposal would be the shortest 

and the cheapest option. Why not enter the 
A83 to the Old Military Road (lower) and keep 
down to the bottom of the valley and erect a 
steel structure on pillars, high enough for a rock 
slide – which, in my life, has never been seen as 
far down as the burn – to go underneath. Any 
cattle grazing would be protected in the shelter 
of pilings from a landslide and sheltered from 
the structure.

A viaduct or similar construction that joins 
the A83 around about the Lochgoilhead road 
in a graduated manner is within the capabilities 
of graders and other equipment to reduce the 
angle of the slope at the upper end of the road.

I do recall that they once landed a man on 
the moon so surely this simple and e� ective 
solution is possible.

Bobby Martin, Campbeltown, 
formerly of Martin Maintenance, HGV 

repairs and heavy vehicle recovery.
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Lochaber MindFit gets welcome cash boost
A recent fundraising e�ort by Lochaber MindFit 
raised the total sum of £2,140. Items donated 
included a signed Scotland rugby shirt given by 
Jonathon McCook, which saw Becky McCook 
then raise £500 selling tickets for the chance to 
win the jersey and she also raised another £100 
in a separate ra�e.

Ferguson Transport donated £500 and 
MindFit chairwoman Susan Archibald also 

set up a GoFundMe page to raise money from 
shaving her hair with the aim of raising £200.

Ms Archibald said: ‘ We also had lots of do-
nations of prizes for tombola and baking to sell 
on the day. Everyone from friends, family and 
local businesses were extremely generous and 
my gofundme generated £1,216.20

‘On the event day we raised £815 which 
included other donations from members of the 
community. We are very humbled and grateful 
to everyone who donated and helped to raise 
that amazing amount which will go towards en-
sure rent costs and allow us to run our meetings 
for another year.’

Carly Ferguson (centre) of Ferguson 
Transport and Shipping presents at £500 
cheque to Susan Archibald and Alan Smilley 
of Lochaber Mind�t. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

David MacLaren, former Housing Manager 
for Lochaber Housing Association, who 
also played a role in setting up the Claggan 
Residents Association, who was invited to 
switch on the Christmas lights in the village. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

At the November meeting of Kilmallie 
Community Council, members were updated 
on the Local Government Boundary Commis-
sion and proposals for councillor numbers and 
ward boundaries.

Proposals by the Local Government 
Boundary Commission to reduce the number 
of councillors in some Highland Council wards 
have been opposed by the local authority.

However, community councillors heard that 
the proposed changes do not a�ect Ward 11 
(Caol and Mallaig) except for a proposal to 
include the Small Isles in the name.

William Gunn is 
presented with 

the Morrisons 
voucher by Simon 
Abberley of Nevis 
Radio, centre, and 

Morrisons manager, 
Robert MacMillan.  

Photograph, Iain Ferguson

David’s ‘tree’ task is to switch 
on Claggan’s festive lighs

Caol and Mallaig ward could 
soon include Small Isles Claggan’s William to tuck into special festive meal

To celebrate the Season of Goodwill,   Nevis 
Radio linked up with the community team 
at Morrisons supermarket in Fort William to 
give one lucky Lochaber resident a festive feast, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

With 2020 being a particularly tough year, 
the team at Nevis Radio decided to try and 
give someone an easier time when it comes to 
organising their Christmas lunch.

Simon Abberley, the business development 
manager at Nevis Radio, approached Morrisons 

manager, Robert MacMillan, who generously 
agreed to provide a £100 voucher.

�e on-air competition asked people to 
nominate someone they felt deserved a boost 
for Christmas, attracting more than 50 entries. 
William Gunn from Claggan was the winner.

Mr Abberley said: ‘Some nominations were 
hard read – but the gentleman in question stood 
out with the reasons behind his nominations 
from a number of people, all varied.’

�e community team at Morrisons was invit-

ed to assist in selecting the worthy recipient and 
the manager came along to join in the handover.

And Mr Abberley added: ‘We would like to 
thank everyone who took time to nominate 
someone, all of whom were very deserving, but 
I’m sure everyone knows someone who has it a 
little tougher than most.

‘I’m delighted we have been able to work with 
Morrisons in trying to make it a little easier at 
Christmas time for someone, it’s just a shame 
we can’t do this for everyone.’
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Proud to be a part of the Lochaber community

Wishing every household in 
Lochaber a wonderful Christmas

It begins with the passion 
and ends with the taste.
As a responsible landowner, JAHAMA Highland Estates is dedicated 

to delivering the very best Wild Venison for our local communities.

After ethical harvesting during the season, 
our wild venison is prepared in the heart of 
the Estate lands by an experienced Highland 
butcher. Low-fat and high in protein, iron and 
zinc, our tender, succulent wild venison is the 
perfect addition to your plate.

Join us at the local pop-up shop today and choose your cut.

www.jahamahighlandestates.com

NOWOPEN
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Festive Cheer 
on the High Street
At last, we are fast approach-
ing the end of 2020 and are 
very much looking forward 
to the new year with tentative 
hopes of a return to normali-
ty! While things are de� nitely 
di� erent this year, one thing 
we can all rely on is our High 
Street bringing much needed 
festive cheer. We love our 
brilliant independent shops 
in Fort William and a walk 
through the town with all the 
glittering window displays is 
cheering on even the dreich-
est of days.
� is will be our fourth 
Christmas at � e Highland 
Bookshop and we have 

thrown ourselves into it with 
everything we have, � lling the 
shelves with as many books, 
jigsaws, calendars and gi� s 
as we possibly can. Whether 
you are looking for the newest 
blockbuster title, a unique 
� nd in our second-hand book 
room or even a gi�  voucher 
we feel sure you will � nd the 
perfect gi�  for your loved 
ones.
We are open seven days 
each week all the way up to 
Christmas Eve and, if you 
can’t make it to the shop, 
we are delivering locally 
and posting things out too. 
Our website is chock full of 

Christmas book ideas and we 
are always ready to help if you 
can’t � nd exactly what you’re 
looking for.  
While this year has been dev-
astating to independent retail, 
we’ve been blown away by the 
support we have received. 
� ank you to every single one 
of you who have helped to 
get us through and a special 
thank you to our incredible, 
seemingly tireless Town 
Team who have been keeping 
our High Street beautiful 
despite the challenges.
We wish you all a healthy 
and happy festive season and 
thank you for shopping local!

Shop online anytime - www. highlandbookshop.com
Free Local Deliveries + Click & Collect

We are supporting the Lochaber Foodbank this festive season

The Highland Bookshop
Tel: 01397 705931 

Give Books
This Christmas

Open 7 Days

Thank 
you for 

shopping 
local!
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Remembering Christmases past and 
looking forward to this again in 

Christmases future! 
� is Christmas, stay safe, stay local, 
have fun and enjoy your festivities 
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SPORT

Right, training at Claggan 
Park, with athletes Fraser 

Anderson and Heidi Smith; 
left, youngster celebrate 

the end of the Summer 
Challenge.

Lochaber Athletic Club junior 
section extended the closing 
date for the Summer Challenge 
to allow more youngsters to 
participate in the virtual two-
race series.

Young athletes tackled either 
the Nevis Range 5km Parkrun 
route for under 15-year-olds or 
the 3km shorter loop for under 
11s. � e two races were, � rst 
clockwise direction, and the 
second race was the same route 
but in the opposite direction.

� e young athletes enjoyed 
the tree-lined route, the trail 
and the bridge river crossings.

As this was a participation 

event everyone who completed 
the challenge was eligible 
to be the summer challenge 
champion.

Names were drawn for cham-
pion and Angus Davies, the 
joint winner of the under-11 
age group in the winter league, 
won. All athletes who com-
pleted the challenge received a 
goody bag.

� e fastest time for the 3km 
route was Aaron Tresidder 
with 16mins 47s clockwise and 
15m 58s anticlockwise. Fastest 
on the 5 km route was Fraser 
Anderson with 20m 30s, and 
20m 35s on the reverse route. 

Not many of the local seniors 
have bettered this time for 
the Parkrun route. � e fastest 
girl was Maddison MacMillan 
with 17m 35s, and 17m 51s 
reverse for the 3km loop.

Training continues from 
Claggan Park from 6pm to 
7 pm on � ursdays, with 
� ursday January 14 the 
� rst session back a� er the 
Christmas holidays.

In January the good news is 
that the junior winter league 
will go ahead if Highland re-
mains in tier one Covid status.

� is will be open to all under 
15-year-olds. Rather than a 
mass start, each age group will 
start separately and with wide 
separation between runners.

  

Fort William FC bowed out 
of the 2020/21 Scottish Cup 
a� er losing out 5-1 away from 
home against Keith at Kynoch 
Park in Fort’s � rst game of the 
season.

� is game also saw the 
return of club captain John 

Treasurer, who has been out 
with a serious injury for 15 
months. 

� e visitors conceded two 
early goals in the � rst 15 
minutes with last season’s 
Highland League top goal 
scorer Cammy Keith grabbing 
them both.

Fort took one back through 
16-year-old Fort William 
native Jamie McConnell, who 
scored a goal-of-the-tourna-

ment contender with a strike 
from 35-40 yards, lobbing the 
goalkeeper and bringing the 
visitors back into the game.

A con� dent end to the � rst 
half saw Fort maintain the 
2-1 score line going into the 
break.

Fort continued their good 
form into the second 45, 
having an opportunity on the 
counter attack where Connor 
Moore had a big chance from 

15 yards, which went narrow-
ly wide in the 57th minute.

Keith grabbed a third with a 
back-post header from Logan 
Watt in the 65th minute.

� e hosts showed their � t-
ness levels and match sharp-
ness, having already played 
three competitive games this 
season and added a further 
two goals in the closing 10 
minutes of the match through 
a Liam Duncan rebound and 

a James Brownie strike from 
the edge of the box. � e game 
� nished 5-1 to the Moray side 
but there are some positives 
Fort can take from the game.

Fort return to action when 
they make the journey to the 
champions of the Highland 
League, Brora Rangers at 
Dudgeon Park in Brora next 
Saturday in the Fort’s � rst 
league game of the season. 

Kick-o�  is at 3pm.

Bob MacIntyre brought the 
curtain down on a highly 
successful 2020 season with a 
� ve under par total at the DP 
World Tour Championship in 
Dubai.

His total le�  him in a tie for 
23rd spot in the tournament 
and the same position in the 
season ending Race to Dubai 
standings.

It also meant he just missed 
out on a guaranteed spot in 
April’s US Masters with his 
career high world ranking of 
56 leaving him agonisingly 
short of the world’s top 50.

� e � nal position, however, 
doesn’t tell the whole story.  

� e Oban star started the 
� nal day only one shot o�  the 
lead a� er a scintillating, bogey 
free 66 on Saturday le�  him 
within touching distance of 
the $3million � rst prize and an 
outside chance of winning the 
overall Race to Dubai.

Playing with major winner 
and global superstar Patrick 
Reed, Bob never recovered 
from an opening pair of bogeys 
that le�  him struggling. 

With only one birdie re-
corded on his � nal round he 
eventually signed for a 77, a 
round he himself described as 
‘disastrous’.

While there is doubt that 
there will be a sense of what 
might have been, Bob can 
re� ect on the season as a whole 
with immense satisfaction.

‘I didn’t think I would be 
here if I’m honest with you, 
a� er everything that’s gone on, 
but no, I’m delighted with the 
season,’ he said.

Young athletes warm up 
with Summer Challenge

MacIntyre rues 
missed chance in 
Dubai � nal day

Cup exit in � rst outing for Fort FC
Keith   5
Fort William 1

Scottish Cup 2020/21


