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Tourists from Covid hotspots 
have been visiting Oban in de-
� ance of the UK Government’s 
two-week lockdown, a meeting 
has heard.

At the weekend, hairdressers 
had to turn away a visitor from 
‘very high risk’ Liverpool, 
while supermarkets have been 
busy with tourists and pubs 
have found customers from 
tier three and four areas of 
Scotland, councillors heard.

Oban Community Council 
said on Monday night that it 
also remains unhappy with 
Scottish Water over the major 
seven-month pipeline project 
at Soroba.

Councillors have warned that 
if Oban sees a Covid outbreak 
linked to dra� ing in contrac-
tors from a travel-restricted 
level four area - Bellshill in 
North Lanarkshire - the com-
pany faces a public relations 
disaster.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
told councillors there are ‘far 
too many tourists’ in Oban and 

Takeaway dumpling and haggis, neeps and 
tatties were on the menu for Oban Link Club 
when its members gathered on Zoom to cele-
brate St Andrew’s Day. 

Music, poetry, songs and even a bit of 
highland dancing were served up as extras 
to go with the meal cooked by volunteers 

and delivered to members’ homes before the 
special Zoom event started on Monday night. 
� e club’s Maggie Dougall says the mental 
health support group has continued through-
out lockdown with regular Zoom sessions, 
outdoor events and meet-ups, on and o� -line, 
all within Covid guidelines.

Airbnb hosts rapped as 
Oban Covid fears rise

‘Please, I urge 
people, do not let out 
your homes or your 
businesses. Health is 
far more important...’

Oban Link Club ‘take it away’ on Zoom

appealed to local Airbnb hosts 
and self-catering providers not 
to allow guests from Covid 
spike areas to stay in town.

Councillor McCuish said: 
‘� ey are not supposed to be 
here. � ey must be staying 
somewhere? Hotels are closed, 
the bed and breakfasts are 
closed, so they must be staying 
in Airbnb or self-catering 
accommodation.

‘Please, I urge these people, 
do not let out your homes or 
your businesses. Health is far 
more important than money 
at the end of the day but they 
are putting money � rst and 
risking our health.’

He added: ‘I can’t emphasise 
enough - I am worried about 
the amount of tourists in Oban 

We all spend far too much 
money over Christmas and 
New Year, so how great would 
it be to be able to � ll your 
shopping trolley COMPLETELY 
FREE OF CHARGE in January?!

Courtesy of our friends at 
Tesco in Oban, one lucky 
reader will win the chance 
to � ll their trolley with up to 
£200 worth of goods (T&C’s 
apply). All you have to do is 
collect four tokens over four 
weeks starting on December 
10, get them to us by 10am on 
Thursday January 7 and you 
will be entered into a prize 
draw to win this fantastic 
prize. Start collecting your 
tokens in next week’s paper.

Scotland’s First Minister 
continued on her cautious 
pathway out of Covid-19 
this week with no changes 
being made anywhere in 
Scotland to the current tiered 
restrictions.

Addressing the Scottish 
Parliament on Tuesday, Ms 
Sturgeon said there will be no 
‘immediate’ change to levels. 
Argyll and Bute will remain 
in tier two while 11 councils, 
most in the west of Scotland, 
will stay in level four until 
December 11. 

‘Next week’s review will 
be more substantial than 
today’s,’ said Ms Sturgeon.

No change to tiers

Hurrah! The Tesco 
trolley dash is back

Mull makes 
merry with 
Christmas 
market

LoveOban? 
Absolutely, 
says winner 
Rosemary

Oban Link 
Club’s 
Maggie 
Dougall with 
the dumpling 
she made 
to celebrate 
St Andrew’s 
Day. KG_T49-
Obanlinkdumpling

Continued on page 12.
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With December here and 
the clock ticking down to 
Christmas, one lucky Oban 
Times reader has an extra 
reason to shop locally, writes 
Ellis Butcher.

Rosemary MacColl had 
the magic touch to win our 
£200 Love Oban voucher 
competition in association 
with BID4Oban, which ran 
in the paper for three weeks 
throughout November.

Her winning entry was 
drawn out of the hat and on 
Monday this week she attend-
ed the BID o�  ce to receive her 
vouchers from chief executive 
Andy Spence and Nadine 

Ross-Fincher, our advertising 
sales supervisor.

To encourage local people 
to spend locally, BID4Oban 
introduced a ‘Love Oban’   
voucher scheme which en-
courages people to support 
town businesses.

Delighted winner Rosemary 
said: ‘It’s lovely, it’s just come 
at such a nice time as well, as 
we’re coming up to Christmas.’

Rosemary has made a start 
on her Christmas shopping 
but plans to make sure her 
two grandchildren in Paisley, 
John and Lucy, the children 
of daughter Jill Keenan, get a 
treat.

To help, the enterprising 
12-year-old and eight-year-old 
have drawn up a wish list!

Hopefully, Santa may also 
have some room for Rosemary, 
too, who has set her heart on 
a handmade Harris Tweed 
clock.

� e importance of support-
ing local independent busi-
nesses is not lost on Rosemary, 
who works at Connel Surgery 
and is actively involved in the 
community, from Spotlight 
Musical � eatre Group, Oban 
FM, music and dance and the 
pipe band.

Rosemary said: ‘Especially 
at this time, and every other 

year, it’s lovely to support the   
shops to help ensure they stay 
open. � ey o� er such a wide 
variety that you don’t really 
need to go anywhere else to do 
your shopping because we’ve 
got it all here.

‘I love Oban, I would not live 
anywhere else.’

Mr Spence said: ‘We’re 
delighted to have been able to 
support � e Oban Times with 
this initiative and Love Oban 
vouchers at this moment in 
time are critically important 
to the business community of 
Oban because it ensures the 
Oban pound stays in Oban 
and is spent within Oban.’

Delighted voucher winner Rosemary has £200 to Love Oban

This year’s Love Oban voucher winner Rosemary MacColl 
with BID4Oban chief executive Andy Spence.

A rise in Scotland’s suicide 
count is devastating as Oban 
keeps trying its best to prevent 
more lives being lost.

Founder and chairman 
of Martyn’s Monday Club 
(MMC) Des MacMillan spoke 
to � e Oban Times a� er 
Scotland’s � gures for 2019 
were published, revealing a 
probable 833 people took their 
own lives.

‘We all knew the � gures 
would be up but when you see 
it in black and white it hits 
hard. It’s getting worse even 
though there are more groups 
and services out there. 

‘If the numbers are like that 
last year what will this year’s 
be like with the pandemic? 
Looking at our own town, that 
we know of, there have  been 

four suicides and one at the 
end of 2019. It’s heart breaking. 
We are desperate to keep going 
and to build on it.’

But Mr MacMillan said 
peer-to-peer support group 
MMC had not so far seen the 
big numbers of new people 

coming to its meetings that it 
expected, although the num-
ber of enquiries had gone up.

‘We were gearing up for a 
big rise in numbers but we 
have not seen it and that’s our 
worry that people are out there 
su� ering because of the pan-
demic and other anxieties but 

are still not coming through 
our door. We’re exploring 
di� erent options to see how we 
can change that. � ere are still 
stigmas attached to mental 
health and suicide. It’s not an 
easy group to come to because 
we are not programmed to 
sit and talk about our mental 
health. We hope to break those 
stigmas down one day.’

MMC is trying ‘desperately 
hard’ to get funding to employ 
two full-time co-ordinators. 

‘We really are going to see 
a lot more problems over the 
next few months and next 
year because of Covid. Even 
with the best will in the world 
we can’t do all we need to do 
just with volunteers,’ said Mr 
MacMillan, praising the com-
munity for its support. 

‘As ever, Oban is so generous. 
We know the community is 
backing us 100 per cent and 

they are amazing,’ he said. 
MMC runs its peer-to-peer 
support men’s group from its 
Breadalbane Street base on a 
Monday, a women’s group on a 
Tuesday and also has a youth 
group. Oban High School   
recently appointed two of its 
sta�  to work with the club, 
delighting MMC founders 
who were desperate for a con-
nection a� er taking many calls 
from parents worried about 
their children’s mental health.

Experts say it is still too early 
to know what the long-term 
impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic will be on mental 
health and wellbeing but more 
action on suicide prevention is 
needed now to reduce future 
risk.

To � nd out more about 
Martyn’s Monday Club or to 
make a donation, go to mar-
tynsmondayclub.org.uk

Devastating rise 
in suicide deaths

Follow the rules Oban 
police urge travellers
Oban police are once again 
asking people from tier four 
areas not to travel into Argyll 
and Bute a� er issuing 10 � xed 
penalty notices (FPNs) to in-
dividuals breaching Covid-19 
guidance over the weekend, 
writes Fiona Scott.

Under the current guidance, 
it is not permitted to travel 
from a tier four area to tier 
two for anything but essential 
purposes, but Police Scotland 
told � e Oban Times on 
Monday that six FPNs were is-
sued to people travelling from 
a tier four area into the Oban 
area to attend a house party, 
with another four individuals 
also receiving penalties for 
travelling into the area, from a 
higher tier in one vehicle.

Inspector Mark Stephen, 
Oban Police O�  ce, said: ‘We 
are asking people to take 
personal responsibility to do 
the right thing and remember 
the purpose of these measures 
is to aid the collective e� ort 
to protect the NHS and save 
lives by preventing the virus 
from spreading. � e policing 

approach we adopted from the 
outset of the pandemic will 
not change. Our o�  cers will 
continue to engage with the 
public, explain the legislation 
and guidance and encourage 
compliance. We will use 
enforcement as a last resort 
where there is a clear breach of 
the legislation.

‘� e Chief Constable has 
said publicly on numerous 
occasions that we will not be 
routinely stopping vehicles or 
setting up road blocks, how-
ever, o�  cers may in the course 
of their duties come across 
people who are travelling from 
one local authority area to 
another. In areas where travel 
restrictions apply, o�  cers will 
continue to use the common 
sense, discretion and excellent 
judgement they have applied 
since the crisis began.’

A post on the Oban Police 
Twitter page on Monday stated 
the unit had been ‘disappoint-
ed 10 FPN tickets were issued 
over the weekend’ and under-
lined their message by using 
the hashtag #Follow� eRules.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

‘We are going to see a 
lot more problems in 
the next few months 
and years due to Covid.’
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Tobermory’s Main Street was 
a merry bustle at the weekend 
when Christmas started early, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

A huddle of festive stalls 
outside the Aros Hall and 
wintry sunshine brought out 
the crowds, including The 
Baxter family from the island 
who got dressed up especially 
for the occasion. 

A Santa-on-wheels will be 
touring the island’s villages 
before December 25 dropping 
o�  presents to children.

Mull Christmas 
market cheer

The Baxter family from 
Mull enjoying Tobermory’s 
Christmas market.

A former HR boss bullied 
while based at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital in Oban says 
the £3,000 settlement he has 
been o� ered as part of NHS 
Highland’s healing process for 
harassed workers is an insult.

Sandy Wilkie, who joined 
Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership as 
NHS Highland’s head of 
human resources in the area 
in October 2017, says the bul-
lying he experienced over 18 
months from ‘the dark heart’ 
at Kilmory led to depression, 
being signed o�  sick, a mar-
riage break-up and eventually 
saw him out of his job having 
to withdraw his pension early 
and scrape a living as a pot 
washer in a hotel.

Mr Wilkie, who has neither 
accepted or rejected the 

‘Bullied’ health manager 
brands payout an insult

Sandy Wilkie says his 
settlement is an insult.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

� nancial settlement o� ered as 
part of a process set up to help 
hundreds of former employees 
bullied at NHS Highland, says 
o� ers are being downscaled 
and ‘stink of budget restraints’.

His own case was classi� ed 
as Level 1 which is short-term 
harm. He believes he should 
have been at Level 3. Level 5 is 
a suicidal-stage when a person 
can no longer work, he said.

‘� is settlement process, 

which is taxed and has 
National Insurance taken o� , 
is being driven by accountants. 
It’s an insult. Where is the 
compassion and integrity? 
It’s not there. I call it a failing 
process not a healing process,’ 
said Mr Wilkie, who has taken 
his concerns to Secretary for 
Health Jeane Freeman and 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon.

Mr Wilkie also said it was 
‘unethical’ that a person he 
named as one of his � ve bullies 
was on the remuneration panel 
deciding how much he got.

‘I lost my job, my health, 
my marriage and went from 
£52,000 a year to an £8-an-
hour job in a hotel – that’s 
not someone who is bouncing 
back. I’ve not accepted the 
£3,000 o� er or rejected it, I’ve 
told them it’s an insult.’ 

He said it was only the money 
le�  to him a� er his father died 
that made it possible to start 
a new life  as a partner in a 

HR consultancy in England. 
‘� ere are people who have 
been le�  fragile by the bullying 
experience and the pittances 
they are being o� ered could tip 
them over the edge. � ere is an 
absolute scandal brewing.’

� e healing process was set 
up a� er allegations of bullying 
raised in 2018 at NHS Highland 
were the subject of a review 
led by John Sturrock QC. � e 
results of that review indicated 
hundreds of health workers 
had potentially experienced 
inappropriate behaviour at the 
health board. 

‘More people have come 
forward than they originally 
estimated and I believe they 
had already set a � nancial 
budget for the process...so they 
are having to trim back the 
settlements,’ said Mr Wilkie.

Fiona Hogg, NHS Highland’s 
director of human resources 
said there was no ‘pot’ and 
that a framework sets out the 

compensation levels. ‘� e 
� nancial recommendations 
have to be signed o�  by NHS 
Highland chief executive and 
the Remuneration Committee. 
� is is public money, for which 
we are accountable and there 
are strict rules and processes 
required, as you would expect,’ 
she said. ‘� ose going through 
the Healing Process are not 
subject to non-disclosure 
agreements so can share this 
information publicly, should 
they choose to do so, however, 
NHS Highland cannot com-
ment on the speci� cs of any 
current or former colleague or 
their situation,’ said Ms Hogg.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said it would 
not comment on individual 
cases but the wellbeing of its 
employees is a priority. 

NHS workers needing sup-
port can email a self-help group 
at Tpartysupportgroup@
icloud.com

PIZZA EXPRESS 1
Any 10” Pizza + 10” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 

+ 2 Cans of Pepsi
£9.95

CURRY EXPRESS 1
Vegetable Pakora, Chicken 
Curry, Korma OR Bhoona, 

Rice & Nan
£8.99

(Lamb +£1)

EUROPEAN BOX
Veg Pakora, 2 Veg Samosa, 2 

Veg Spring Rolls, 2 Mozzarella 
Sticks, Chicken Nuggets, Onion 

Rings, Chips, Donner, Salad, 2 Pita 
Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi

£8.99

Kids Express 1

Chips, Chicken Nuggets, 
Onion Rings and Fruit Shoot

£3.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 1
Chicken Curry, Korma, OR 

Bhoona, Rice, 
10” Margherita Pizza, Chips 
& Donner, Cheese Burger 

with Chips & 2L Pepsi
£19.99  (Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 2
Any 12” Pizza + 12” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Wedges,

Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 
+ 2 Pepsi 500ml

£12.95

CURRY EXPRESS 2
Vegetable Pakora, Any 

Special, Karahi OR Balti Dish, 
Rice & Nan

£9.99
(Lamb +£1)

GREEDY BOX
Mixed Pakora, 2 Mince Samosa, 

2 Mince Spring Rolls, Chips, 
Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Nuggets, Onion Rings, Donner, 
Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 

Cans of Pepsi
£9.99

KIDS EXPRESS 2

Chips, Popcorn Chicken, 2 
Mozzarella Sticks and 12oz 

Ice Cream Shake

£4.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 2
Mixed Pakora, Any Special, 
Karahi or Balti Dish, Rice, 

12” Rosara Pizza, Donner Kebab
Chips & Cheese and 2L Pepsi

£22.99
(Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 3
Any 14” Pizza + 12” Garlic 
Bread with Cheese served 

with Chips, Wedges,
Onion Rings, 4 Sauces + 

Pepsi 2L 
£17.95

SHARING CURRY EXPRESS
Mixed Pakora, Any 2 Chicken 

Dishes, Rice & Nan, Slice of 
Chocolate Fudge Cake & 2 

Cans Pepsi
£17.99

(Lamb +£2)

MEATY BOX
Chicken Pakora, Battered 

Chicken Fillet, Spicy Chicken 
Fillet, Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Bites, Chicken Wings, Chips, 
Donner, Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 

Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi
£11.99

Sharing Kids Express
10” Margherita, Chips, Onion 
Rings, Popcorn Chicken and 

2 12oz Ice Cream Shakes

£9.95

Family Express 3
Mixed Pakora, Any Chicken Dish, 

Rice & Nan, King Donner Nan, 
12” Hawaiian OR Pepperoni 

Pizza + Chips, Cheese & Chicken 
Nuggets and 2L Pepsi

£29.99
(Lamb +£1)

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on

Enjoy Life Enjoy Kebabish

Bringing You 
CRAZY SPECIAL OFFERS
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Peigi Robertson – 50 years. Colin Wilson – 30 years. Iain Fulton – 20 years.

Oban’s ‘magni� cent seven’ recognised by RNLI
Seven Oban Lifeboat station 
volunteers have been recog-
nised with RNLI long service 
awards a� er notching up a 
combined 220 years of volun-
tary contribution, writes Ellis 
Butcher.

Long-service awards have 
been given out for 50 years, 30 
years and 20 years of service.

Peigi Robertson and Mary 
Lamont were both recognised 
for 50 years of voluntary service 
to Oban Lifeboat’s fundraising 
branch. Over the years, they 
have contributed towards many 
fundraising events, including 
the station’s annual open day, 
co� ee mornings and more 
recently the pop-up shop on the 
North Pier.

Mike Robertson, chairman 
of Oban Lifeboat, said: ‘Peigi 
and her late husband Malcolm 
have been good friends since we 

met through the lifeboat in the 
1970s, although Peigi had been 
fundraising for the RNLI even 
before that.

‘Malcolm, a marine elec-
tronics engineer, was a crew 
member until 2000, while Peigi 
has been a member and a past 
chairperson of the fundraising 
group for an amazing 50 years 
– and she is still going strong. 
Many congratulations.’

Peigi said: ‘So much has 
changed over the years but the 
camaraderie within the lifeboat 
family never changes. I’m 
always amazed at the generosity 
of the public, too. If anyone 
deserves a medal, it’s the people 
of Oban.’

Ian Henry and Colin Wilson 
both received the RNLI’s 
30 year service award. Ian, 
harbour master at Glensanda 
Quarry, volunteers as a crew 

member onboard the Mora 
Edith MacDonald. Colin 
retired as crew member and 
medical adviser earlier this 
year, but continues as a deputy 
launching authority.

Crew members Barry 
MacTaggart and Ian Stevenson 
along with deputy launching 
authority Iain Fulton, were also 
each recognised for 20 years of 
service. Barry, a project manag-
er for SSE, joined Oban lifeboat 
in 2000. By 2012, he was one of 
the station’s deputy mechanics.

Iain Fulton began volunteer-
ing for the lifesaving charity 
aged 16 as shore crew with 
Largs lifeboat station.

A move to Oban in 2011 saw 
him join the crew of Oban 
lifeboat for a short time, before 
taking on further roles within 
the station as press o�  cer and 
then, his current role, as DLA.

Plans to expand sand and gravel 
quarrying at historic Kilmartin 
could scupper the area’s vision 
to become a world-class travel 
destination, say objectors.

Owners of a luxury B&B, 
museum trustees and anxious 
residents are among almost 
50 objectors to the bid so far 
with many still feeling raw over 
Argyll and Bute upping the 
quarry’s noise limit without 
giving them a say.

During lockdown, in May, 
Kilmartin Quarry applied to 
increase its maximum decibel 
limit from 34db to 45db. Calls 
for a public hearing went 
unheeded say residents and 
the change was approved a� er 
a technical assessment was 
carried out by council o�  cers.

Now Lochgilphead-based 
MacLeod Construction 
Limited (MCL) has applied 
to extend its sand and gravel 
works on its single-� eld site 
saying the work would not 
move excavations any closer to 

Kilmartin quarry plan sparks row
by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Kilmartin 
Castle, 
dating back 
to 1550, 
now has to 
contend 
with 2020 
quarry noise 
inside its 
walls, says 
owner Stef 
Burgon.

the village. To date, more than 
70 letters of support have been 
sent to planners.

If the planning application, 
which would extend the quar-
ry’s lifespan by about 20 years, 
gets the go ahead residents and 
historians fear the area famous 
for its stone circles, standing 
stones, burial cairns and rock 
art  would be hit hard, putting 
o�  visitors and stunting tour-
ism growth prospects and jobs 
linked to it.

Jane MacLeod of MCL warns 
there could be redundancies 
if the bid is rejected. She also 
says detailed impact studies 

have been carried out revealing 
‘nothing of signi� cance’ and 
that there had been ‘extensive 
pre-application consultation’ 
with the local community, 
including two Zoom events. 
� e quarry is serviced by two 
lorries.

‘� e output from the quarry, 
tra�  c levels and noise levels 
will not increase. � ere is, how-
ever, a possibility that employ-
ment will increase, although if 
the application is refused there 
could be redundancies,’ Ms 
MacLeod said.

As well as 10-12 direct jobs at 
the quarry, MCL and its sand 

and gravel operation supports 
hundreds of construc-
tion-linked jobs and industry 
trainees across Argyll and Bute 
said Mrs MacLeod, pointing 
out the company’s work in the 
community involved schools 
and Kilmartin Museum where 
� nds discovered on its site are 
displayed.

As for the noise issue, Mrs 
MacLeod said because it is a 
sand and gravel quarry, not 
rock, no blasting takes place, 
but the issue of noise was 
‘constantly under review’, with 
a programme of ongoing works 
and maintenance to make sure 
it stays within permitted levels. 
Ongoing works include sound 
ba�  es and screening to reduce 
noise from the plant.

But one objector, Stef Burgon, 
says the noise from the quarry 
can now be heard inside the 
castle which she and her part-
ner opened as a B&B, jeopard-
ising plans to invest £80,000 in 
the gardens next year to create 
a wildlife habitat and pop-up 
venue to host events including 
comedy nights and supper 

clubs. ‘� ere is no way we can 
use our garden for guests now, 
so there is no sense injecting 
further investment here,’ she 
said, adding the new noise lim-
it will create complaints and 
threaten any future bookings. 

‘� e increased noise will also 
negatively e� ect Kilmartin 
Museum, which expects 
to bring 44,000 visitors to 
Kilmartin Glen in its � rst year 
of opening a� er a £7million 
renovation – of which Argyll 
and Bute Council put forward 
£400,000. As a travel journalist 
in my previous life, I am all too 
aware of the e� ect of the repu-
tation economy. When visitors 
start to share their experiences 
online of a noisy industrial 
glen, others will choose to go 
elsewhere,’ she said.

Ms Burgon, who has 
made a noise complaint to 
Environmental Health believ-
ing the quarry is consistently 
breaking its new decibel limit, 
claims the noise has trans-
formed Kilmartin from ‘a 
peaceful place to a noisy and 
irritating one’ and says it is ‘un-

believable’ the council ‘whose 
job it is to look to the future and 
growth of rural communities’   
has not considered the wider 
impact on the area.

She said a compromise was 
needed between the quarry and 
the village so everyone could 
get on with their lives and ‘live 
in harmony’.

Michael Russell MSP said 
there is strong concern about 
the application: ‘No-one is 
against the continued operation 
of the quarry until it reaches 
the end of its productive life,  
but to extend it in such an 
area of landscape, historic and 
environmental importance is 
not something that should   be 
accepted without a detailed 
and strong local and indeed na-
tional debate given Kilmartin’s 
importance.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said the plan-
ning application ‘is being pro-
gressed, like all applications, in 
line with national regulations. 
Residents have the option of 
reviewing the proposals and 
giving their views online.’

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Wishlist comes to marine medics’ rescue
Marine medics who rescued 
a seal with a � sh lure stuck in 
its mouth are hoping support-
ers will log on to their online 
Christmas wishlist.

Across Argyll this year so 
far there have been 24 rescues, 
almost double the amount in 
2018, says Heidi Holland, the 
area co-ordinator for charity 
British Divers Marine Life 
Rescue (BDMLR).

� e Argyll team has 26 
people from all walks of life 
signed up and wants to hear 
from anyone interested in 
joining their team with a plan 
to run a training course next 
year so they are ready to help 
whales, dolphins, porpoise 
and other marine mammals.

‘Despite our name, people 
don’t have to be divers to 
come and join us. We have 
had 24 call outs in Argyll 
so far this year so we need 
as much support as we can 
get from people wanting to 
train as medics and from 
people happy to help us 

fundraise,’ added Heidi. As 
well as the charity   looking 
for more fundraisers, it has 
created an Amazon wishlist 
where people can go and 

buy much-needed kit this 
Christmas from crates and 
carriers to collapsible buckets 
and hydration pipes, as well 
as volunteers’ facemasks. Last 

month the charity was called 
to Oban a� er a seal was spot-
ted on the beach close to the 
esplanade with a bright pink 
� sh lure stuck in its mouth. 

Wildlife photographer John 
Spiers, a member of Argyll 
Nature, spotted the distressed 
seal and raised the alarm.

BDMLR volunteers carried 

out a search for the stricken 
seal who had disappeared 
back into the water but was 
found a while later closer to 
the sailing club.

� e seal was taken to a vet to 
have the lure removed and be 
treated with antibiotics before 
being taken back to the sea 
and released. Mr Spiers was 
there with his camera to catch 
the happy moment.

‘It was a wonderful moment 
to see it swim out. It was 
a great outcome. � e poor 
thing must’ve been in a lot of 
discomfort with the lure stuck 
in its mouth. You could tell 
it was poorly, it looked a bit 
thin and it’s back was arched. 
� at’s not normal,’ he said.

And Heidi added: ‘We think 
the seal was one of this year’s 
pups. If we hadn’t been able to 
carry out the rescue, it’s likely 
it would have not been able to 
survive. It’s also a reminder to 
people about trying to protect 
wildlife from waste and � sh-
ing tackle. It can be lethal.’

To support Argyll’s branch 
of BDMLR go to bdmlr.org.
uk

This seal had a � sh lure stuck in its mouth. Without it being removed, it would likely not have survived. Photograph: John Spiers, 

Argyll Nature.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Health chiefs in Argyll and 
Bute may be forced to � nd 
tougher savings if existing 
ones don’t progress faster, the 
council’s deputy leader has 
warned.

Councillor Gary Mulvaney 
was speaking a� er the area’s 
health and social care part-
nership (HSCP) revealed a 
projected overspend of more 
than £2.5million at the end of 
the � nancial year.

� e � gure is pending the re-
ceipt of Scottish Government 
funding, but Councillor 
Mulvaney expressed fears not 
enough savings were being 
achieved.

Judy Orr, the HSCP’s 
head of � nance and trans-
formation, said � nance 
committee members should 
see more progress at their 
next meeting in December.

� e debate took place at a 
meeting of the HSCP’s inte-
gration joint board (IJB) on 
Wednesday November 25.

� e £2.5m projected over-
spend relates to the � gures 
as they were at the end of   
September with six months 
le�  of the � nancial year to run 

for additional savings to be 
made. Councillor Mulvaney 
said: ‘My concern is that there 
is still a gap there and how long 
do we give it to see if any of the 
Scottish Government money 
plugs the gap? If it doesn’t, 
then our � nancial recovery 
plan is not � t for purpose.

‘It is the same things that 
are there – learning disability, 
older people, physical disabili-

ty – all chunky sums of money 
at circa £500,000 to £600,000.

‘We need some reassurance 
today about what the � nancial 
recovery plan is there to do. 

‘I know there are Covid-
related issues, but the worry 
is that we are heading towards 
the end of the � nancial year, 

with six months to go, with a 
potential overspend again.

‘� at is deeply concerning to 
me. 

‘I have mentioned it before 
– our pace of deliverability is 
not quick enough. � at is the 
bottom line.

‘Audit Scotland has picked 
up that the pace is not quick 
enough and if we cannot 
identify savings and deliver 

on what we have agreed as 
a board, that takes us into 
territory of looking for much 
tougher cuts.’

Council leader Robin Currie, 
attending his � rst IJB meeting 
in the role, added: ‘Here we 
are with a few months to 
the end of the � nancial year, 
with a projected overspend of 
more than £2m. To me, that is 
extremely worrying.’

Ms Orr said a meeting on 
Friday December 11 is likely to 
show further progress.

She said: ‘We have reviewed a 
lot of savings and the forecast 
is for more progress.

‘Our service improvement of-
� cers have been in place since 
July and we have undertaken 
activity on delivery of savings.

‘� ere is a lot of work under 
way which has not necessarily 
come through in the forecasts, 
but it will and we are con� dent 
it will continue for the rest of 
the year.’

‘Tougher health cuts’ fear 
as budget faces overspend

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

‘How long do we give it to see if the Scottish 
Government money plugs the gap? If it doesn’t 
our � nancial recovery plan is not � t for purpose’

December is here at last 
which means I can play 
Christmas music and revel 
in Christmas � lms guilt 
free.  

Every day sees a new 
Christmas window appear 
in the town, which is really 
cheering me up, and by 
the time you read this 
on � ursday, the town 
Christmas trees will be lit, 
the rest of the decorations 
will be going up and Oban 
will look its festive best.  

Late-night opening 
continues today (� ursday) 
and if you’re planning 
on being out and about 
you can check which 
businesses will be open on 
the LoveOban Facebook 
page. I’d highly recommend 
taking advantage of the 
quieter shops then as this 
is not the year you want to 
be squished in with lots of 
other people.  

I’m also going to start 
writing my cards now as 
I think it may take a little 
longer this year as I include 
a wee note for all the folk I 
haven’t seen in ages just to 

let them know I’m thinking 
about them.  

� ings are so di� erent this 
year that wee gestures have 
come to mean a lot and I’m 
inspired by the one or two 
cards I’ve received already 
which have meant so much.

� is month is a time for 
enjoying what we have and 
not dwelling on what we 
don’t this year. We’re lucky 
to have all our shops open 
and to be able to use them 
and it has been passed on 
by some of the businesses 
how much they appreciate 
people making the e� ort to 
shop locally.

� e photograph last week 
was of the beautiful view 
from Manor House Hotel 
and this week’s is also a 
pretty picture.

Visit our website for more information

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Secure your conservatory order 
today and pay no more until 2022.

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a 
credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC



FROM JANUARY 1 2021 the 
way the UK trades with the 
EU will change. Businesses 
need to act now!

This is true for retail, 
those trading in consumer 
goods, services and 
investment, construction 
and housing as well as 
vehicle and haulier fi rms.

The UK Government has 
put a ra�  of measures in 
place for all fi rms across 
England, Scotland and 
Wales.

Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster Michael Gove 
said: “We are leaving the 
EU single market and 
customs union. This will 
bring both new challenges 
and new opportunities for 
businesses. We recognise 
this is a challenging time 
for everyone. We are 
determined to support 

businesses to be ready for 1 
January 2021 and beyond.”

These are actions to take 
now...
�� �Selling goods to the EU? 
Prepare for new customs 
procedures.
�� � Travelling to the EU 
for work purposes? Check 
if you need a visa or work 
permit, and apply if 
necessary.
�� � Employing overseas 
nationals? Prepare 
your business for the 
implementation of the new 
immigration system.

�� � Receiving personal data 
from contacts in the EEA? 
You may need to take extra 
steps to ensure that data 
can continue to fl ow legally 
at the end of the transition 
period.
�� � Providing services 
in the EU? Ensure 
your qualifi cations 
are recognised by EU 
regulations to be able to 
practice or service clients in 
the EU. 

Get set now to do business when the UK’s 
trading with the EU changes on January 1

KEY CONTACTS

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       

‘Businesses must prepare for the end of the UK 
transition period in a planned and coordinated way’

Procurement expert Laura Hobbs has led 
the way for the construction industry 

to prepare for the end of the UK 
transition period. Laura is the UK 

and Ireland One Procurement 
Programme Lead at Royal 

BAM Group, which is among 
the biggest construction 

fi rms covering England, 
Wales and Scotland. She 
said: “We have created a 
snapshot to give a clear 
picture for the industry 
where we believe pinch 

points are.” Laura explained: “I decided 
to pull my peers together, all the other 
main contractors that are part of the 
Construction Senior Leaders Group 
which I chair. We decided to write one set 
of questions for the end of UK transition 
and also share the workload – to go to all 
those diff erent product categories key to 
construction.

“As main contractors we deal a lot with 
sub-contractors so we need to ensure 
the message gets further into the supply 
chain.”

The Construction Senior Leaders 

Group also includes representatives 
from Skanska, Costain, Murphys, Laing 
O’Rourke, housebuilders Berkeley and 
clients including Highways UK and Clarion 
Housing Group.

Manufacturers are employing new 
customs experts to help them get in 
position for the new start, creating more 
strategic programmes to negate any 
currency fl uctuations.

Laura worked with Build UK, receiving 
useful information around imports and 
exports from the UK Government.

“Information is the key and 

preparation is essential. The 
organisations we work with have been 
preparing for this for a long time so they 
are on their fi nal rehearsal now.

“To be able to give your own business 
the comfort you are going into this in a 
planned, coordinated way, it is key for 
people to start the exercise sooner rather 
than later,” stressed Laura.

She said the new start will bring 
opportunities to invest in the UK supply 
chain. “We always see the positives 
and, defi nitely for the UK, there are 
opportunities coming.”

�Make sure you’re ready gov.uk/transition 
�Data protection and transfers gov.uk/guidance/using-personal-data-
after-brexit
� EU and EEA countries gov.uk/eu-eea

NEW CHALLENGE: If you are selling goods to the EU, prepare for new customs procedures.
� This article is part of a paid-for 
Partnership with the UK Government

LEADING THE WAY: Laura Hobbs
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Frank Cottrell-Boyce, author 
of the best-selling book 
Millions, and his wife Denise 
have gi� ed a creative lock-
down Nativity kit for primary 
schools to the school feeding 
charity Mary’s Meals.

� e virtual Nativity kit, 
which comes complete with 
instructions and handy hints 
on � lming, costumes and edit-
ing, is the ideal festive resource 
for primary schools in a year 
when many teachers have had 
to consider cancelling their 
annual Christmas play due to 
the pandemic.

� e husband-and-wife team, 
who are long-time supporters 
of Mary’s Meals – a charity that 
reaches more than 1.6 million 
hungry children in some of the 
world’s poorest countries with 
a daily school meal – have de-
veloped two easy to memorise 

rhyming scripts for infant and 
junior school children.

� ese can be � lmed on 
smartphones and assembled 
into a single play, meaning 
children who are socially 
isolated at home can still take 
part, united with their school 

friends in the � nal short � lm 
– perfect for sharing on social 
media or school websites.

Frank explained: ‘Our parish 
choir has been supporting 
Mary’s Meals with an annual 
concert, so we knew and 
admired the simple justice of 

their mission – connecting 
food and education.

‘� is seemed the obvious 
place to take the idea of the 
Lockdown Nativity.

‘Everyone remembers who 
they were in their school 
Nativity play. � e idea that 
some schools or parishes 
might not have one this year 
seemed heart-breaking, so we 
came up with this simple way 
to tell the tale anew.’

Emma Hutton, head of grass-
roots engagement at Mary’s 
Meals said: ‘We’re so grateful 
to Frank and Denise for creat-
ing this unique Nativity kit in 
support of our work.

‘It comes at a perfect time 
as teachers are planning their 
Christmas activities and we’re 
sure the plays will bring de-
light to children, teachers and 
parents.

‘We are hoping schools will 
spread the joy by sharing their 
� nished � lms on social media 

and donating to Mary’s Meals 
if they can, especially at this 
time when our Double � e 
Love campaign means public 
donations are being matched 
by the UK government to help 
reach more hungry children in 
Liberia.’

It costs just £15.90 to feed 
a child for a school year with 
Mary’s Meals – but its Double 
� e Love appeal means two 
children will be fed for £15.90. 
Give until January 31 2021  
and the UK government will 
match public donations up to 
£2 million.

Funding raised will allow 
Mary’s Meals, founded in 2002 
by Dalmally resident Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow, to reach 
more than 43,000 hungry chil-
dren in Bong County, Liberia, 
with a life-changing meal at 
school.

To download the lockdown 
Nativity kit, visit marysmeals.
org.uk/nativity

Gift lets the curtain go up on 
virtual Mary’s Meals Nativity

Lifeboat called out
to report of 
kayaker in trouble
A report of a kayaker in 
trouble sparked a search 
operation.

Oban’s lifeboat and 
other vessels headed out 
to Ardmucknish bay on 
Thursday November 26 after 
a member of the public on 
the shore reported seeing a 
kayaker in need of help.

The emergency response 
saw the Coastguardcall for all 
assistance to help search. 

Oban’s Coastguard Rescue 
Team conducted shoreline 
searches while the lifeboat 
proceeded into Loch Etive, 
with the remaining vessels 
searching further outwith 
Ardmucknish Bay. With 
nothing found, all vessels 
were asked to stand down an 
hour later at 3.10pm.

A lifeboat spokesperson 
said: ‘Our thanks to the 
vessels in the area that 
o� ered their assistance 
during the search. 

‘Although this turned out 
to be a false alarm with good 
intent, the outcome could 
have been very di� erent. If 
you see someone in di�  culty, 
remember to call 999 and ask 
for the Coastguard.’

To download 
the lockdown 
Nativity kit, visit 
marysmeals.org.
uk/nativity

Human vision is incredibly 
complex. We all talk about be-
ing long or short sighted. � at 
is when the optical power of the 
eye being too low or too high 
to accurately focus light on the 
retina. � e remedy …wearing 
glasses or contact lenses. Once 
light is accurately focussed on 
the retina the brain has to pro-
cess the information and turn 
it into the world we “see”. But 
that’s a talk for another day.

Before reaching the retina 
light has to enter and pass 
through the eye. � e � rst opti-
cal surface light encounters is 
our tear � lm. � is is the most 
important optical surface of 
our eyes. � e human eye is 
approximately 24mm long, 
the cornea 0.55mm thick and 
the tear � lm around 0.01mm 
thick. Traditionally the human 

tear � lm was believed to be 
composed of three layers; 
an oily outer layer, a middle 
watery layer and a mucin layer 
which sticks the tear � lm to 
the cornea. It’s actually much 
more complex but this basic 
analogy works well. 

� e tear � lm and cornea con-
tribute approximately 75% of 
the optical power of the human 

eye. Any disruption to the tear 
� lm can cause major vision 
problems. � e most common 
cause of tear � lm problems 
is when the outer oily layer is 
not performing properly due 
to a lack of oils, or to poor 
quality oils, being produced. 
� at causes evaporative dry 
eye problems. Sometimes we 
simply don’t produce enough 
watery tears and that’s called 
aqueous de� cient dry eye. Both 
types of dry eye can cause sig-
ni� cant visual disruption and 
discomfort ranging from mild 
to very severe pain. Treatment 
for dry eyes can be complex. 
Just buying a bottle of “dry eye 
drops” from the supermarket 
can make the discomfort much 
worse. Optometrists are best 
placed to diagnose and treat 
the problem.

Eye to eye with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic, 11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)     www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Why Does My Vision Fluctuate?

Advertorial
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Pay-and-display charges at 
council-run o� -street car 
parks across Oban are to be 
suspended for three weeks 
in the run-up to Christmas, 
writes Ellis Butcher.

In an e� ort to encourage 

£159m 
tourism 
hit to 
region
� e coronavirus pandemic 
is estimated to have caused 
a £159 million year-on-year 
drop in tourism revenue in 
Argyll and Bute during the 
� rst six months of 2020.

A new report also reveals 
that for the � rst eight months 
of 2020, the number of tour-
ists visiting the area plunged 
by 89 per cent on the same 
period last year.

Other � gures have shown 
the number of tourists visit-
ing the area from December 
2019 to June 2020 was just 
seven per cent of the council’s 
target number.

� e stark numbers are laid 
out in a report which will be 
considered by the authority’s 
environment, development 
and infrastructure committee 
at its meeting via Skype on to-
day (� ursday December 3).

Information has been gath-
ered from the Mo� at Centre, 
a consultancy and research 
group for travel and tourism, 
based at Glasgow Caledonian 
University.

A council o�  cer said in the 
report: ‘It is recognised there 
has been a substantial decline 
in tourism numbers due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

‘� e latest visitor attraction 
report from the Mo� at Centre 
showed 33,243 visitors to at-
tractions in Argyll and Bute in 
August, compared to 218,618 

recorded in August 2019, 
down 85 per cent. Comparing 
the period January to August 
2020 to the previous year, 
there has been a decrease in 
visitors of 89 per cent. 

‘Signi� cant attractions such 
as Mount Stuart House [on 
Bute] have remained closed to 
visitors for the 2020 season.

‘Dunollie House [in Oban] 
for example, has moved to 
o� er bespoke tours, as the 
new rules have severely con-
strained the museum’s e� ec-
tiveness as a visitor attraction.

‘Although interest in camp-
ervan touring and informal 
camping has been steadily 
rising over recent years, 
search data from Google 
Trends shows a considerable 
spike in searches relating to 
campervans and motorhomes 
in the UK, which has peaked 
in popularity in 2020.

‘� e search terms were 
roughly double those of 2016.

‘In terms of total economic 
impact, direct and indirect, 
Argyll and Bute had lost 
approximately £159m for 
the same time period when 
compared to 2019.’

Data which follows the anal-
ysis in the report shows that 
visitor numbers to the area 
from December to June were 
measured at 24,195.

� is was against a target of 
328,593.

� e council’s economic 
strategy aims to increase 
visitor numbers in Argyll and 
Bute by 15 per cent by 2030.

Three-week Christmas 
parking boost for Oban

shopping visits, BID4Oban 
has agreed to foot the bill to 
make council-operated car 
parks free-to-park between 
December 4 to 11.

And on � ursday, Argyll and 
Bute Council voted to suspend 

o� -street parking across the 
region – including Oban – 
between December 11 until 
Christmas Eve.

An amendment to extend 
the free period even further 
into January was defeated by a 
single vote at a meeting of the 
full council.

BID4Oban said it instigated 
the request for free parking 
in the town and was able to 
� nance the £2,000 cost of 
the additional week due to 

funding from the Scottish 
Government via the Scotland’s 
Towns Partnership.

Andy Spence, BID4Oban 
chief executive, said: ‘� is 
request is vitally important 
to the business community of 
Oban. 

‘It will go some way to 
encouraging people to shop 
safely in Oban at no cost.’

� e free car parks will be 
Albany Street, Corran Halls 
one and two, the North Pier, 

Lochavullin, Market Street 
and Tweedale Street.

Mr Spence said he was 
delighted at the approach the 
council was taking in support-
ing the business community 
through partnership working.

Shop locally
A report to councillors on 

� ursday said: ‘� is year, more 
than ever, with the ongoing 
pandemic, it is hoped the sus-
pension of car parking charges 
will encourage residents to 

remain within Argyll and 
Bute and shop locally.’ � e 
report added: ‘� e estimated 
loss in car parking revenue for 
the two week period (Argyll 
and Bute wide) is estimated 
to be approximately £20,000, 
however, it is considered the 
suspension of charges is con-
sidered to provide an overall 
bene� t to the local economy.’

Notices will be displayed in 
council car parks, advising of 
the suspension of charges.
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Workers at island airports are 
to be balloted on industrial 
action over plans to centralise 
air tra�  c control.

Highlands and Islands 
Airports Ltd (HIAL) proposes 
to shi�  its air tra�  c control 
services to Inverness by using 
‘remote towers’ but there are 
fears it would cost jobs.

Prospect trade union has 
stressed that any industrial ac-
tion taken by its members will 
have no e� ect on emergency 
services and if action is taken 
it will be a� er the Christmas 
holiday period.

Less busy airports at Tiree, 
Islay and Barra would not be 
a� ected because they are not 
part of the ‘Remote Towers’ 
project but Stornoway would.

Isles MP Angus MacNeil is 
backing Prospect’s calls to pro-
tect jobs and wants the Scottish 

Government to step in. He said: 
‘� is is an inevitable conse-
quence of HIAL’s high handed 

approach to people’s jobs and 
livelihoods and it is damaging 
the island economy by taking 
critical, well paid jobs out of the 
area. It is time for the Scottish 
Government to step in.

‘HIAL’s answers have not 
been good enough. 

‘Air Tra�  c Control sta�  and 
the public deserve better. � e 
Transport Minister needs to 
get involved.’

HIAL operates and manages 
11 airports including Islay, 
Tiree, Barra, Benbecula, 
Campbeltown, Dundee, 
Inverness, Kirkwall, Stornoway, 
Sumburgh and Wick.

In January this year, 
Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron supported 
calls for a debate in the Scottish 
Parliament on the plans to 
centralise air tra�  c control in 
the region.

Responding to news of a 
ballot, HIAL said it was made 
aware of the outcome of a 

survey carried out by Prospect 
with its air tra�  c colleagues 
and was ‘extremely disappoint-
ed’ industrial action was being 
considered.

HIAL categorically refutes 
Prospect’s claims of 50 sta�  
redundancies resulting from 
the implementation of the pro-
gramme saying the company 
has been clear from the start 
that it has a no compulsory 
redundancy policy and will 
explore all options with its 
colleagues.

HIAL’s Managing Director 
Inglis Lyon said: ‘We wish to 
avoid industrial action and the 
potentially long-term damag-
ing implications for all con-
cerned and we have written to 
Prospect to propose engaging 
the services of an external fa-
cilitator to help resolve matters.  

‘We await a response from 
Prospect but hope we can 
work together to overcome the 
issues.’

Ballot bid to save 
island airport jobs

Inglis Lyon, managing 
director, Highlands and 
Islands Airports Limited, 
wants to avoid industrial 
action but is waiting to hear 
back from Prospect.
Photograph: Malcolm McCurrach.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Leader calls for more 
targeted virus rules
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
leader has called for more 
localised tiered arrangements 
to be introduced in the area.

Councillor Robin Currie said 
the council was prepared to li-
aise with Scottish Government 
ministers on introducing such 
a scheme should it be needed 
in the future.

Argyll and Bute is currently 
subject to level two rules under 
restrictions imposed by the 
Scottish Government.

Last week First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon told MSPs 
there was a possibility the area 
could be allowed the greater 
freedom of level one rules.

Councillor Currie compiled a 
leader’s report which went be-
fore a full meeting of the coun-
cil on � ursday November 26.

He said: ‘Argyll and Bute 
was put into tier two with the 
associated restrictions from 
Monday November 2. In the 
lead-up to this, all Scottish 
local authorities had an oppor-
tunity to discuss the approach 
at a national level through 
the Convention of Scottish 
Local Authorities and through 
telephone calls with Scottish 

ministers. I spoke with Aileen 
Campbell MSP, minister for 
communities and local gov-
ernment, � rstly on October 
27 as part of a Highlands and 
Islands local authority leaders’ 
group call, then individually 
the following day.

‘At both calls I advised that 
local communities across the 
area are questioning the scope 
for more localised arrange-
ments, particularly where case 
levels are very low or non-ex-
istent, given the impact on the 
economy.

‘Ms Campbell highlighted 
that the decisions about local 
tier levels are based on a varie-
ty of matters, such as available 
medical services, and do not 
only relate to infection rates. 
While she would not commit 
to agreeing localised arrange-
ments at this point, she did 
say this would be kept under 
consideration. 

‘With the announcement of 
the tier system, a leadership 
call was convened on October 
29 and arrangements are in 
hand to resume more frequent 
calls immediately should cir-
cumstances require it.’
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Easdale residents are being 
asked to have a say on ferry 
times.

Timetables on council-run 
ferries were changed due 
to Covid and although it is 
understood most of them have 
now gone back to the winter 
timetable, Easdale’s ferry has 
not, resulting in a complaint 
members of Seil and Easdale 
Community Council have 
heard.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
now asked the community 
council to canvas people’s 
views.

� e options are either they 
stay on the current timetable 

Have your say on island ferry teimetable

Views are being sought on Easdale’s ferry timetables.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

or move to the regular winter 
timetable. Posters have been 
put up in the ferry sheds and 

lea� ets have been put through 
doors so the community 
council can gather views and 

feedback to Argyll and Bute 
Council.

‘It’s for the people who live 
there to have a say,’ said com-
munity council convenor Zim 
Knight.

Views on the timetable can 
be emailed to secretary@
seilandeasdalecc.co.uk

Work is also ongoing to � nd a 
permanent solution to protect 
Easdale harbour.

Seil and Easdale Community 
Council heard at its meeting 
last week that various projects 
are now joining together in a 
bid to � nd a solution that will 
last.

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
told the meeting the council 
would initially be looking at 
dredging the harbour entrance 

a� er recent storm damage took 
its toll again, but other options 
would be looked at, including 
putting in a breakwater which 
had been mentioned in previ-
ous surveys.

Earlier this month, former 
Highlands and Islands MSP 
and a resident of Easdale Mike 
MacKenzie warned more 
dredging was urgently needed 
otherwise it would become 
impossible to run the ferry 
service and there was a danger 
the island will lose its harbour 
altogether. 

Work to dredge the harbour’s 
entrance by council contrac-
tors had only been completed 
a couple of weeks before Storm 
Aiden hit, causing damage.

In an open letter to council 

leader Robin Currie, Mr 
MacKenzie had stressed that 
more permanent   protection 
and stabilisation measures 
should be put in, otherwise 
the council would continually 
face further and needless 
expenditure.

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said it was 
hoped any future plans for 
the harbour could be taken 
forward in partnership with 
all its users – council, com-
munity and commercial. ‘� e 
� rst step would be to organise 
a feasibility study to consider 
constructing breakwaters to 
the north of the channel. We 
would hope to issue the brief 
before the end of the � nancial 
year,’ said the spokesperson.

Musdale Wind Farm Proposal

The exhibition will provide a variety of information for people 
to learn more about the project, as well as an opportunity 
to arrange one-to-one calls with the project team during the 
consultation period to discuss the project and ask questions.

People can also request hard copies of the exhibition information, 
from the date of the event, by calling 01434 611300.

We’re keen to understand people‘s thoughts and gather 
feedback on the proposal as part of the consultation. Anyone 
wishing to provide feedback should submit their comments in 
writing to Vattenfall via the online exhibition survey, by email 
to musdale.windfarm@vattenfall.com or by post to Musdale 
Project Team, St Andrew’s House, Haugh Lane, Hexham, 
Northumberland, NE46 3QQ.

The consultation closing date for feedback to Vattenfall on the 
proposal at this stage is Tuesday 2nd February 2021. There will 
be a further opportunity to comment on the project later in the 
design development process.

Any comments submitted to Vattenfall on the proposal at this time are not 
representations to the determining authority (Scottish Government’s Energy 
Consents Unit). Should a formal Section 36 application for consent be submitted 
for this proposal there will be an opportunity at that time for people to submit formal 
comments to the determining authority.

This online exhibition is being held remotely in line with Scottish Government 
Covid-19 guidance on pre-application consultation events.

Vattenfall is in the early stages of exploring a potential  
26-turbine wind farm at Musdale, approximately 5.5 km south 

east of Kilmore village, near Oban.

An online exhibition and pre-application 
consultation will be launched on Tuesday  
8th December 2020 via the project website  
at www.vattenfall.co.uk/musdale to engage  
with the local community on the project.

4097_Vattenfall_Musdale_WF_Advert_Nov20_V2_FIN.indd   1 13/11/2020   17:04

Vattenfall is in the early stages 
of exploring the development 
of a wind farm at Musdale. 
� e project is around 9km 
south east of Oban and will 
consist of up to 26 turbines 
with a maximum blade tip 
height of 200m.

An online exhibition and 
consultation will be launched 
on December 8 at www.
vattenfall.co.uk/musdale to 
provide further information 
on the proposal, and a news-
letter will be sent to local 
households in advance of 
the exhibition to help raise 
awareness. 

One-to-one calls will also 
be available, for people to 
discuss the proposal with 
the project team and ask any 
questions that they may have.

Frank Elsworth, Vattenfall’s 
UK Development Director 
for Onshore Wind, 
said:    ‘Scotland is a front 
runner in onshore wind 

Edinbane Wind Farm has been operational since 2010 – 18 turbines with a total installed 
capacity of 41.4MW. Image courtesy of Vattenfall.

Frank Elsworth.

Vattenfall proposes new wind 
energy project in Argyllshire

energy compared to the rest 
of the UK and is reaping the 
bene� ts for the environment, 
communities and businesses. 

‘Vattenfall wants to work 
with the local community 
and businesses to explore how 
we can create opportunities 
and bene� ts for the local area 
through community invest-
ment, skills development, 
jobs and employment.’

Alison Daugherty, Senior 
Project Manager for 

Vattenfall, explained: ‘We 
want to discuss our plans 
with the local community 
early, so that they can in� u-
ence the design of the project 
and discuss the opportunities 
that the wind farm could 
create locally. I would like to 
encourage the community to 
visit our online event and get 
involved in the consultation 
by sharing their thoughts and 
ideas with us.

‘We look forward to col-
laborating with the people 
who live and work here as we 
develop the project.’ 

A Scoping Report for 
the project was submitted 
last week to the Scottish 
Government. If consented, 
the wind farm could produce 
enough electricity to pow-
er around 117,500 UK homes 
annually.

Further information can be 
found on the project website at 
www.vattenfall.co.uk/musdale.

Advertorial
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Continued from page one.
and I’m worried about the ir-
responsibility of people letting 
out self-catering and Airbnbs.’

Andrew Spence, BID4Oban’s 
chief executive, told the meet-
ing he welcomed the fact 10 
people had been issued with 
� nes by police at the weekend 
- see page two.

Mr Spence complained that 
sta�  at licensed premises had 
faced ‘huge’ abuse from some 
visitors simply for enforcing 
restrictions and said Bid4Oban 
was ‘fully supportive’ of the 
business community trying to 
keep Covid numbers down.

� e latest � gures for Oban 
suggest just a single case re-
cently, according to councillor 
Kieran Green, who chairs 
the health and social care 
committee. 

Argyll and Bute is hoping to 
be downgraded to a level one 
area from level two.

Scottish Government rules 
for level two does allow for 
hotels, B&Bs, self catering and 

caravan-and-camping sites 
to remain open – should they 
choose.

� e grey area seems to be 
some visitors from hotspots 
ignoring rules not to travel  
and some accommodation 
providers turning a blind 
eye to where their guests are 
coming from.

People in England were told 
to stay at home and ‘avoid’ 
travel anywhere between 
November 5 and December 2.

As one of the worst a� ected 
cities in Europe for Covid-19, 

the Liverpool city region was 
in the highest restriction 
category, although it was 
downgraded this week.

In terms of the work on 
behalf of Scottish Water, 
community council chair-
woman Marri Malloy said the 
company’s apology for a lack 
of consultation was of ‘no use’ 
now.

She remained highly scepti-
cal that the project, expected 
to last all winter, is deemed 
‘essential works’.

Councillors are to ask 
Scottish Water for a compre-
hensive presentation of its 
plans a� er its planned public 
consultation earlier this year 
was cancelled due to the 
pandemic.

� e meeting was told that 
minds could easily have been 
put at rest with more robust 
measures, such as temperature 
checks for workers who were 
said to be staying in Oban dur-
ing the week but then return-
ing to Bellshill at weekends.

Online critics have defended 
the contractors and said they 
should be allowed to get on 
with their jobs, with many 
families’ livelihoods on the 
line this Christmas.

But councillor Keith Miller 
said: ‘We’ve basically got to 
decide what is more important 
– whether it’s people’s bank 
accounts or people’s health?’

� e virus posed a ‘serious 
risk’ which could kill some 
people in the community and 
leave others very ill, he said.

Councillor Duncan Martin 
warned that Scottish Water 
would have ‘hell to pay’ if 
Oban has an outbreak linked 
to the project.

‘� eir name is going to be 
completely mud because they 
have been told that there is a 
risk,’ said councillor Martin.

‘It seems bizarre that Scottish 
Water are not leaning on their 
contractors to use local sta�  
and minimise the number 
of people coming here from 
elsewhere.’

Airbnb hosts rapped as 
Oban Covid fears rise

‘£30M extra charges’ for 
Highland online shoppers 
Online shoppers in the 
Highlands and Islands are 
having to pay exorbitant 
charges to deliver to the re-
gion, according to a report to 
the Scottish Parliament.

It found the Highlands and  
Islands is the worst impacted 
region in Scotland with an 
estimated £30.2 million in 
delivery surcharges.

Argyll and Bute pays out an 
estimated £3.2 million more in 
delivery charges than custom-
ers in the rest of the UK. 

Across Scotland, delivery 
charges have increased an esti-
mated £6.7m in the past three 
years, according to the report.

� e charges have created 
a postcode lottery for many, 
with rural communities o� en 
charged more than other areas.

� e report said the numbers 
used gave a ‘broad indica-
tion of the possible cost’ to 
Scotland, rather than a precise 
estimation.

Maree Todd, MSP for the 
Highlands and Islands, said: 
‘It is very disappointing that 
people in the Highlands and  
Islands are having to fork out 
more than others in Scotland 
just because of where they live. 

Despite e� orts from MSPs, the 
charges continue to sky-rocket.

‘During the Covid-19 pan-
demic, many of us have relied 
on online shopping in one way 
or another and we should not 
have to be punished purely on 
postcode alone. It will really 
hit hard-working families this 
Christmas.

‘Now, more than ever, de-
livery charges across the UK 
should be fair and transparent  
and people should have the 
information they need to make 
informed choices.’

� e report said: ‘� e retail 
sector is in crisis. � e impact 
of Covid-19 restrictions have 
exacerbated retail’s existing 
problems...felt by most busi-
nesses operating from physical 
stores in high streets, shopping 
centres or neighbourhoods.’

Worst places for delivery 
charges:
 Inverness and Nairn (£7.8 
million, 18 per cent of total 
cost to Scotland)
 Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch (£6.7 million, 16 per 
cent of total cost to Scotland)
 Caithness, Sutherland and 
Ross (£5.2 million, 12 per cent 
of total cost to Scotland).

Andrew Spence

If you want some amazingly tasty sausage rolls 
then this is the recipe for you. Once prepared they 
can be frozen and kept in the freezer and cooked 
from frozen. Alternatively cook right away.

Ingredients
• 900G Quality pork sausage meat. Do not skimp 

use a local butcher or equivalent supermarket 
sausages.

• 2 320g Puff  pastry ready rolled sheets
• 4 slices of white bread
• 1 medium onion (optional)
• 2 eggs (beaten) 
• 1 Teaspoon grated nutmeg
• Salt and pepper to taste

Method
Finely chop onions and place in a sauce pan with 
a knob of butter. You just want to soften them, 
about ten minutes. Do not allow to brown so 
keep heat relatively low.
Place the bread in a food processer or blender 
to create some soft fi ne breadcrumbs. Place the 
sausage meat in a large mixing bowl and add the 
softened onions, one beaten egg, nutmeg, salt 
and pepper. Mix using a large wooden spoon or 
use your hands to mix. Once mixed set aside and 
prepare the puff  pastry. 
Roll out both sheets on a worksurface. Using a 
knife cut the pastry down its length in the middle. 

SAUSAGE ROLLS

You will now have four pastry rectangles. Take 
the sausage meat and create a sausage shape 
down the centre of each rectangle until it is all 
used. Using the other beaten egg, paint the 
pastry edges with egg and fold over the pastry 
and using a fork press the folded edge to seal. 
Prick over the top with a fork. Using a sharp 
knife cut into the desired length. Paint with the 
remainder of beaten egg. If freezing, freeze on 
a baking tray. Once frozen you can place these 
into freezer bags or a container. 

Cooking
To cook, place on baking sheet and place in a 
pre-heated oven 180-200 degrees for about 20 
minutes or till cooked through.

Brought to you by BID4Oban
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Tea maker Rowan Glen has 
been helping soothe lock-
down stresses in the south of 
Scotland, across the UK and as 
far away as America.

Online sales of Rowan’s 
home-blended Sea Tea, made 
on Kerrera, have spiked 
during the pandemic with 
beverage-drinkers seeking a 
sip of island life solace.

Orders have winged their 
way to several states in the US 
and across Europe, including 
Germany, and the Sea Tea has 
a big following in the Central 
Belt and in England.

‘I think at a time when 
people could not get away, 
they just wanted a taste of 
somewhere they remembered 
visiting or would like to visit,’ 
said Rowan, who lives on  the 
family-run Ardentrive Farm.

It was a project while on a 
horticultural course at Argyll 

College that Rowan � rst struck 
on the idea of making her own 
herbal teas, spending some 
time during her studies on Liz 
Gibson’s tea cro�  on Mull.

‘We had to design a garden 
and I decided to do one based 
on what you could make teas 

with,’ she explained. Wild 
thyme, nettles and other 
organic botanicals are among 
the ingredients she forages as 
well as gorse, rose petals and 
abundant dulce seaweed with 
plans in the New Year to build 
a new polytunnel and bigger 

growing beds to harvest more 
Kerrera produce for her range.

News to see if she can 
access Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise funding is awaited 
for the commercial polytun-
nel, she says.

With six blends of tea in the 
pot so far, there are lots more 
recipes to try out and test on 
her loyal band of tea tasters 
made up of family and friends 
on stand-by to give the thumbs 
up or down.

‘People of the Highlands 
and islands used wild botan-
icals in teas and remedies for 
thousands of years before 
black tea hit our shores. I love 
that herbal tea is growing in 
popularity again and I’m ex-
cited for us to reconnect with 

our native plants,’ she said. 
Rowan has also come up with 
an exclusive new blend of tea 
being sold as part of a crowd-
funding campaign to help 
turn the island’s former school 
into a community centre. Go 
to www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
kerrera-old-school to � nd out 
more.

Another project on the hori-
zon to bring a sense of calm to 
tea drinkers is a soothing night 
time blend.

‘A lot of people are having 
trouble sleeping right now, 
so I’d like to come up with 
something to soothe them at 
bedtime. I’ve got lots of ideas - 
it’s going to be an exciting year 
ahead,’ added Rowan, who 
delegates the label designs for 
her tins to her graphic design-
er partner. 

Tea making blends well 
for Rowan on Kerrera

Time for tea: Rowan Glen 
with son Ferris and partner 
Robert Wright. 

New provost 
for Argyll and 
Bute Council
David Kinniburgh, 
Helensburgh and Lomond 
South Conservative councillor 
has been voted in as the 
region’s new Provost at a full 
meeting of the authority.

� e post became vacant fol-
lowing the death on November 
15 of Isle of Bute councillor 
Len Scoullar, who had served 
as Provost since 2013.

Council leader Robin Currie 
submitted a motion to install 
Councillor Kinniburgh as 
provost. � is was seconded by 
Councillor Gary Mulvaney.

� e opposition SNP 
group put forward Dunoon 
councillor Audrey Forrest as 
a candidate, but Councillor 
Kinniburgh won a� er a vote.

He said: ‘It is an absolute 
honour to be elected as Provost 
although it comes in such 
sad circumstances following 
the passing of my friend and 
colleague Len Scoullar.’ He 
also paid tribute to Depute 
Provost Roddy McCuish, 
who has chaired full council 
meetings since lockdown was 
imposed in March.

Full story, www.obantimes.
co.uk

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
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A six-month pilot with a 
charitable organisation, 
initially intended as an out-
of-hours’ service transport-
ing lab samples has risen to 
the challenges presented by 
Covid-19.

Trialled as a service to 
deliver urgent samples and 
supplies between hospitals, 
Highlands and Islands Blood 
Bikes (HIABB) has respond-
ed to 480 calls and clocked 
up more than 92,000 miles in 
the last six months.

Alex Javed, service manag-
er for laboratories for NHS 
Highland said: ‘When the 
pandemic was declared many 
of us found that we had to 
change both how we worked 
and what we did in response 
to what was needed and the 
same can be said for the 
volunteers with Blood Bikes.

‘� ey quickly started 
distributing test kits and 
returning samples to the labs 
for us, o� en with not much 
notice.’ Previously an average 

£5,000 a month was spent on 
taxis to move urgent samples 
and/or tests.

� e pilot has been so suc-
cessful NHS Highland is now 
moving to have a service level 
agreement with the charity 
so it can continue to work 
alongside the health board.

Ross Sharp, Highland and 
Islands Blood Bikes presi-
dent, said: ‘Fortunately we 
were able to change the de-
livery of our service quickly 
in response to the pandemic 
and we are absolutely delight-
ed that our relationship with 
the NHS is set to continue. 
Donations and volunteers 
are what keep us going and 
fundraising in particular has 
been very di�  cult for us but 
we continue to respond when 
the NHS asks and we hope 
to do so for the foreseeable 
future.’

HAIBB is keen to speak 
to potential sponsors. See 
www.haibloodbikes.co.uk or 
HIABB on Facebook.

Blood Bike pilot a 
huge NHS success

Fresh concerns have been raised 
with the Scottish Government 
over the future of the A83 at the 
Rest and Be � ankful.

On � ursday, Argyll and Bute 
Council passed an emergency 
motion to raise the ‘unaccept-
able’ issue directly with First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon, 
which won cross-party support.

It follows another week 
marked by heavy rain, closures, 
uncertainty and 60-mile long 
diversions for motorists.

� e back-up diversion route, 
the Old Military Road, was 
shut due to concerns about an 
‘unprecedented’ landslide.

� e warning from BEAR 
Scotland came a� er a huge 
amount of soil, mud and large 
boulders on the hillside be-
came unstable a� er a string of 
landslips already this year. � e 
route through the highest part 

of the A83 has been closed in 
successive months from August 
to November, with months of 
winter still to run.

� e OMR eventually reo-
pened on Friday but will now 
only do so between 9.30am 
and 3.30pm, and is entirely 
dependent on safety inspections 

and dry weather, with ‘sentries 
and spotters’ put on duty to 
watch the vital 98-mile trunk 
road which links Tarbet with 
Campbeltown. Round-the-
clock time lapse cameras and 
markers have been put in posi-
tion to capture any sudden shi�  
in the terrain. And despite pro-
gress this year towards � nding a 
multi-million pound alternative 

route,  the leader of Argyll and 
Bute Council warned that the 
permanent solution will not 
happen any time soon.

A virtual meeting of stake-
holders last week heard that any 
� x would require an extensive 
legal process to win the neces-
sary permissions to do the work 
which may take � ve years alone 
– irrespective of the actual work 
to build any new road.

Council leader Robin Currie 
branded the situation ‘utterly 
unacceptable and unsustain-
able’ saying: ‘A long-term 
solution could take another 10 
years. It would be completely 
unreasonable to expect our 
communities to wait that long 
for action that works.

‘Local people are dealing 
with levels of disruption that 
wouldn’t be tolerated elsewhere 
in Scotland. Nothing except 
action that keeps the road open 
now is enough.’

Meanwhile politicians repre-

senting the area in Holyrood 
have also crossed swords.

Donald Cameron, opposition 
Conservative MSP for the 
Highland and Islands,   fumed: 
‘It is an inexcusable dereliction 
of duty and will not be forgiven 
or forgotten by local people 
whose jobs and livelihoods are 
being threatened by this on-go-
ing crisis.’

But Michael Russell, the SNP’s 
outgoing member for Argyll 
and Bute, said: ‘I was deeply 
involved in securing the open-
ing of the Old Military Road; I 
have encouraged on-going work 
on mitigation; I was part of the 
push to get agreement on the 
line of the new road and now 
I am working on a daily basis 
with local business, Transport 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Government to � nd a solution 
to the new di�  culties which 
will mean, I think, another 
diversion route to supplement 
the OMR.’

Pressure growing on � x 
for A83 at the Rest

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

‘People are dealing 
with disruption that 
wouldn’t be tolerated 
elsewhere.’

The gift of a good book
New survey reveals importance of reading in times of stress
Scottish Book Trust, the 
national charity changing lives 
through reading and writing, 
has launched a Christmas fund-
raising appeal to give books to 
families in need.

Many families will be strug-
gling this Christmas, with 
demand for food banks in 
Scotland more than doubling 
during lockdown and set to rise. 
Scottish Book Trust’s appeal 
aims to bring some comfort and 
togetherness over the festive 
season by giving books to fam-
ilies who are depending food 
banks and community hubs. 

A new survey1, run by the 
charity during lockdown, has 

revealed 92% of respondents 
agreed that reading is important 
to them in times of stress or 
anxiety. Reading made people 
feel less isolated (64%) and 98% 
agreed that reading supports 
their wellbeing. Nine out of ten 
respondents also said reasons 
for reading in lockdown were 
to escape, relax and that it 
made them happy. � ey also 
highlighted reading to escape as 
a child when they were in di�  -
cult situations, or to cope with 
mental health issues as an adult. 

Marc Lambert, CEO Scottish 
Book Trust, commented: “We 
know many families across 
Scotland are facing extremely 

di�  cult circumstances.  Our 
new research has really under-
lined the di� erence that having 
access to books and stories 
makes, including family bond-
ing, a sense of escapism and 
improving mental health and 
wellbeing. � is appeal aims to 
spread some joy and bring calm 
and togetherness for families at 
a time of ever increasing need.  
Everyone deserves a little bit of 
magic at Christmas so please do 
donate £5 if you can.”

Research2 has also shown fam-
ilies with children are being hit 
hardest, with a 95% increase in 
food parcels given to households 
with kids during the pandemic. 

Scottish Book Trust is working 
with food banks and commu-
nity hubs across Scotland to 
reach as many families in need 
as possible. 

A number of publishers are 
also supporting the appeal with 
donations of books from Simon 
& Schuster, Walker Books, Nosy 
Crow, Collins, Egmont, Harper 
Collins and author Cat Cubie.

For further information on 
how to support Scottish Book 
Trust’s Christmas Book Appeal, 
please visit scottishbooktrust.
com/ChristmasAppeal

Advertorial

Clockwise from top left: Sue O’Neill-Berest, Cyrenians Service 
Manager for Food Education at FareShare, Leith; Lynne Collie, 
Cyrenians FareShare Service Manager; Scottish Book Trust 
CEO Marc Lambert and Fundraising Manager Victoria Sampson.

Sources:
1 Scottish Book Trust. (2020). Reading in Scotland.
2 Heriot-Watt University and the National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research



�e Oban Times
Thursday 3 December 2020 NEWS  15

OT

Glencoe mountaineering leg-
end and inventor Dr Hamish 
MacInnes has died at the age 
of 90.

Nicknamed the Fox of 
Glencoe due to his ‘cunning as 
a mountaineer’, Dr MacInnes 
had extensive experience and 
knowledge of climbing.

During his lifetime, he 
climbed the world’s highest 
mountain regions; made a 
remarkable contribution to 
mountain rescue and equip-
ment design and was responsi-
ble for saving hundreds, if not 
thousands, of lives.

In 2008, he was the �rst 
recipient of the Scottish Award 
for Excellence in Mountain 
Culture.

Born in Gatehouse of Fleet 
in Kirkcudbrightshire in 1930, 
Dr MacInnes established 
Glencoe Mountain Rescue 
Team (GMRT) and designed 
his eponymous stretcher and 
the �rst all-metal ice axe.

Dr MacInnes died at his 

BEAR Scotland is primed 
to tackle whatever adverse 
weather conditions a�ect 
main roads in the north of 
Scotland this winter.

A total of 94 vehicles, 
including several new-
ly-named spreaders, will treat 
the trunk roads across the 
north of Scotland. ‘Gonnae 
Snow Dae �at’, ‘Sled Zepplin’ 
and ‘William Wall-ice’, among 
others, are some of the largest 
spreaders operating in the UK.

Central to BEAR Scotland’s 
winter strategy is its 24/7 
winter control room which 
analyses detailed weather fore-
casts and road temperatures to 
ensure treatments are carried 
out as necessary. Iain Murray, 
BEAR Scotland’s Managing 

Team leads tributes 
to ‘Man of the Glen’

BEAR Scotland’s Gonnae Snow Dae That will be working 
hard keeping trunk roads safe this winter.

BEAR gears up for winter
Director, said: ‘�is winter, 
our dedicated and experienced 
team across the north remain 
as committed as ever to doing 
as much as possible to keep 
Scotland’s key routes open 
and safe for motorists. We 
remind members of the public 
to play their part this winter 
and ensure their vehicles are 
well maintained, pay close 
attention to local and national 
media to help plan ahead and 
check with Tra�c Scotland for 
the latest journey information 
before setting out.’

BEAR Scotland’s new �eet 
of winter vehicles will join 
existing fan favourites: ‘For 
Your Ice Only’, ‘Sir Andy 
Flurry’ and ‘Gritty Gritty 
Bang Bang’.

home in Glencoe at midnight 
on Sunday November 22. 
Among the many worldwide 
tributes, GMRT team leader 
Andy Nelson said: ‘Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue would like 
to say goodbye to Hamish and 
send our thoughts to his family 
and many friends around the 
mountaineering world.

‘Hamish was literally a man 
of the world, having travelled 
to some of the more challeng-
ing nooks and crannies of our 
planet in search of adventure - 

and gold! He brought together 
great mountaineering men and 
women, helping to establish 
GMRT and innovated rescue 
systems and engineering aids 
to climbing and rescue, now 
distributed throughout the 
world.

‘Most of all, Hamish was a 
man of the Glen, still walking 
out until very recently, loving 
where he lived. He had time 
for all the community and 
embraced any opportunity for 
a blether, equally about local 
projects and legends of far 
�ung escapades.

‘In these di�cult times, he 
would still encourage us to 
seize the day because 'life is for 
living’.’

Hamish led GMRT for many 
years as well as the Search 
and Rescue Dog Association. 
He also set up the Scottish 
Avalanche Information 
Service. He wrote 26 books, 
including the International 
Mountain Rescue Handbook, 

published in 1972. In the 
1970s, Dr Macinnes was an ad-
viser on Clint Eastwood’s �lm 
�e Eiger Sanction, Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail and 
�e Mission starring Robert 
De Niro in the 1980s.

At the age of 84, however, he 
su�ered from an acute urinary 
infection, causing delirium 
and ultimately memory loss.

Last year, a documentary 
�lm portraying the life of Dr 
MacInnes was shown on Sky. 
Final Ascent: �e Legend of 
Hamish MacInnes opens with 
warm words from MacInnes’s 
friend and Monty Python leg-
end Michael Palin and tells the 
story of his life by mirroring 
his greatest challenge - to re-
cover his memories and rescue 
himself.

@FinalAscentFilm tweeted: 
‘We are so sad to learn of the 
passing of Hamish MacInnes 
of Glencoe. May his spirit 
always watch over the lost 
climbers of the Glen.’

Dr Hamish MacInnes.
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd AileinDon’t give in to temptation 
and stick to the Covid rules
Coping with Covid and the restrictions this 
year has been hard enough for everyone, 
but with the dark nights and colder, wet 
weather now kicking in with a vengence, the 
temptation for people to travel to Oban for 
some respite, or for people to travel here to 
visit family and friends will be di�  cult to 
resist.

But we must all try to stick to the rules – 
otherwise what has all this sacri� ce been for?

� is week’s front page story, highlighting 
many people’s concerns about visitors from 
Covid hotspots travelling to the area in 
de� ance of the rules, is not something you 
can brush under the carpet.

Councillor Roddy McCuish told 
councillors there are ‘far too many tourists’ 
in Oban and appealed to Airbnb hosts and 
self-catering providers not to allow guests 
from Covid spike areas to stay in town.

No-one wants to be turning people away 
from the town, but neither do we want to 
see a rise in Covid cases when we have been 
doing so well.

So please, everyone, think twice before 
accepting visitors from hotspots to stay. We 
need to stay strong, in all respects. 

Ann an dùbhlachd dhorch’ a’ gheamhraidh cha 
b’ e àm bu ghainne spòrs, greis air sùgradh, 
greis a’ dannsa, greis ri canntaireachd is ceòl!  
Canaidh cuid gun robh an dealbh a thug Niall 
mac Dhòmhnaill nan Òran air gleann òige 
tuilleadh is romansach, agus gun robh i a’ 
seachnadh fìrinn air choreigin. Dh’� aodadh 
sin a bhith gu ìre ach as na dh’� oghlam mise 
a’ fàs suas san sgìre sin, nuair a bha Gàidhlig 
aig a’ mhòr-chuid, bha làn-mhothachadh aig an 
t-sluagh air bàrdachd theaghlaich Dhòmhnaill 
MhicLeòid agus bha iad moiteil às. Chan eil 
duine dhan urrainn a dhol às àicheadh gun 
robh na cur-seachadan seo a’ tachairt air 
Ghàidhealtachd, a dh’aindeoin gach cruadal 
beatha agus bochdainn a bh’ ann, agus nach 
aighearach cuideachd an dealbh aig Màiri Mhòr 
“a’ falbh sa gheamhradh gu luaidh is bainnsean, 
gun solas lainnteir ach ceann an � òid!” 

� a a’  Ghàidhealtachd againn glè 
eadar-dhealaichte an-diugh agus chan � ios dè 
shaoileadh an � eadhainn a bha beò ceud gu 
leth bliadhna air ais mu gach goireas a tha a’ 
socrachadh beatha làitheil a-nise seach mar a b’ 
aithne dhaibhsan an uairsin. ’S neònach mura 
biodh iad farmadach ann an cuid a dhòighean, 
agus bhiodh iad air leth tàmailteach cuideachd 
a’ faicinn cho mòr ‘s a tha an dualchas, a bha cho 
bunaiteach nan latha-san, air seargadh. 

� a gach cnoc is allt, gach loch-mara is bogha, 
mar a bha iad, ach chan eil mòran air � àgail a 
chuireas an ainmean Gàidhlig riutha tuilleadh. 
Far an robh bailtean dripeil le sluagh òg sgairteil 
tha an-diugh sgoiltean, agus � ù ’s mòran de na 

h-eaglaisean, a bha cho cudromach ann am bea-
tha nan coimhearsnachdan gan dùnadh. Chan 
e idir nach eil daoine gasta anns na bailtean sin, 
ach leis gur e luchd-imrich a th’ ann an uimhir 
tha eachdraidh agus dualchas sgìreil a’ dol à 
sealladh. 

Gun teagamh bhiodh co-� aireachdainn 
aig na seann Ghàidheil sin rinn uile a thaobh 
buaidh agus cunnart a’ choròna-bhìorais, oir 
bha eòlas gu leòr acasan air tinneis mharbhtach 
far nach robh leigheas sam bith neo � ù ’s, glè 
thric, taic dotair aca. Ach nach mi tha dubhach, 
is an Nollaig dìreach beagan is trì seachdainean 
romhainn! ’S � iach dhuinn uile aig amannan 
comhairle a ghabhail bho leithid na sgrìobh 
Màiri Mhòr! 

‘� iormaich mi sin suas mo dheòir, ’s thòisich 
mi air seinn mo cheòil, chumail m’ aigne air a 
dòigh – tha cunnart anns a’ bhròn air uair’.  

Bidh iomadh beachd eadar-dhealaichte aig 
daoine air an tiodhlac a b’ � eàrr a dh’iarradh 
iad aig a’ Nollaig, agus gun teagamh bidh 
cothrom coinneachadh le buill teaghlaich agus 
dlùth-charaidean nam measg sin. Dh’iarrainn 
na cothroman sin dhuibh gu dearbh, agus 
cuideachd banachdach shoirbheachail tràth sa 
Bhliadhn’ Ùr a chuidicheas ar saoghal a thoirt 
air ais gu ìre na h-àbhaisteachd a b’ aithne 
dhuinn. 

� e company of family and friends will be high 
on many Christmas wish lists. May you all enjoy 
such and an early vaccination to hasten our 
return to some normality.

Fine A82 litter louts
Driving into Oban this morning, I commented 
again on the impressively clean streets. Each  
time I have been aware of this, I have also been 
aware of a hard working, yellow-coated  council 
employee who obviously takes great pride in 
his work. I hope this workforce is aware of how 
much their daily task is appreciated.  

In direct contrast to the litter-free streets of 
Oban, are the litter strewn verges of the A82. 
Driving home from an essential visit to Glasgow 
on Friday, I noticed not just the occasional plastic 
bottle, food wrapper, drinks can, but that there 
was absolutely no grassy area free of such litter 
between the Arden roundabout and Tarbet.  

I pulled into a layby near Luss for a picnic 
lunch. � e layby is not visible from the A82 and  
had been used to dump a pile of old lorry tyres, 
carrier bags of old clothes and more ‘normal’ 
litter. 

� e A82 is one of the country’s most scenic 
routes. Argyll is one of the most beautiful parts 
of Scotland and yet we allow this litter vandalism 
to blight our countryside.  

Identifying drivers and cyclists who discard 
their rubbish en route must be a  challenge, how-
ever, we do have littering laws. Lomond National 
Park employ rangers. A few � nes issued for 
littering would surely help a change of mindset.  

Doreen Henderson, North Connel.

Salmon farming hired gun
For years I have noticed that as night follows day, 
a letter critical of salmon farming is followed the 
very next week by a letter from Dr Martin Ja� a 
rebutting it. 

Who is he? Intrigued, I turned to Google and 
discovered Dr Ja� a is a consultant working for 
the salmon farming industry – a hired gun. No 
wonder his correspondence is so persistent and 
so one-sided. 

Unsurprisingly, therefore, his argument that 
escaped farmed salmon have no negative impact 
on the wild population is directly contrary to 
the science. As just one example, see the ICES 
Journal of Marine Science paper, � e Major 
� reats to Atlantic Salmon in Norway (2017), 
which concluded that ‘escaped farmed Atlantic 
salmon is a direct threat to the genetic integrity 
of the wild populations; will likely reduce the 
number of returning adults over time’ and was 
classi� ed as ‘the most serious threat to the wild 
populations’. Dr Ja� a must know this. 

Norway takes the protection of its wild salmon 
population much more seriously than Scotland, 
which is why so many of the big Scottish salmon 
farmers are owned by Norwegian entities – reg-

ulation is strict in Norway, so they come here to 
take advantage of the lax standards allowed by 
Holyrood then use their hired guns to deny the 
ill-e� ects of what they are doing. Shame on them 
all.

Tom Adam, Onich.

Highland Hospice here to help
At Highland Hospice we know Christmas can 
be especially hard for our patients and their 
families.  

For many, this will be their last Christmas 
and it is so important they can spend it with the 
people that matter the most to them. 

For some families this will be their � rst 
Christmas without their loved one, bringing 

back feelings of loss as well as many happy 
memories. � anks to your support, our amazing 
team can look a� er people as they navigate this 
di�  cult time.

Nurses in our inpatient unit, our Helping 
Hands befrienders will maintain contact with 
their new friends and reduce, as best they can, 
feelings of loneliness and isolation, and our 
Bereavement Support Team will lend a listening 
ear for those struggling with the loss of someone 
special to them. 

Across the Highlands, your contributions will 
be helping our sta�  and volunteers make a real 
di� erence to individuals and families in need.  

� ank you, we are so grateful for this support.
Andrew Leaver, Head of Fundraising.
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MARTIN LAING
editor@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Seil zooms in for agenda talk
Seil and Easdale Community Council has 
zoomed in for its � rst online meeting.

Scottish Water’s delay on its new multi-million 
pound water treatment works and problems 
with speeding drivers were just two of the topics 
discussed.

Members are still waiting to hear back from 
Scottish Water with details of a meeting it wants 
to set up with stakeholders and community 
representatives to talk through its decision to 
review its plans.

An idea has been put forward to set up a new 
extended stakeholders group. Community 
council convenor Zim Knight said ‘balance’ was 
important and that such a group should ‘re� ect 
the views of everyone so we can all work togeth-
er and work on a satisfactory outcome’.

Debate over a new treatment site on the island 
has divided opinion for years. Last month 

Scottish Water announced it was deferring its 
planning bid because of cost estimates in � nal 
delivery of the project.

Use or lose the bus service on the island was a 
message urged on the agenda a� er the meeting 
heard West Coast Motors was carrying review-
ing its timetable.

Councillor for the ward Elaine Robertson said 
she would make enquiries with the bus compa-
ny about what its plans were and report back.

Litter and lack of bins came up for discussion 
with a call for a bigger bin at the 90-space car 
park in Ellenabeich and one by the ferry shed. It 
was also suggested a bin would be useful by the 
layby at Sea View.

Health o�  cials have been in touch with the 
Island Hall committee on Seil asking about 
doors in and out of the building and if it has a 
fridge.

� e doctor’s surgery wanted to thank people 
participating in the recent drive-through � u jab 

sessions but a re-think was going on about where 
it might be better to run such sessions from so 
there could be a one-way system. � e car park 
at the Tigh An Truish pub near Clachan Bridge 
was suggested, if it was permitted.

Worries over speeding drivers were also aired 
by concerned residents, in particular that Sea 
View corner was a black spot and an ‘accident 
waiting to happen’. Signs encouraging motorists 
to slow down would be helpful, one resident 
suggested. Temporary signs have already gone 
up through Clachan Seil and Balvicar a� er 
concerns for the safety of pedestrians, school-
children and cyclists.

� ere was also an appeal for dog walkers to be 
responsible and take their pets’ mess home with 
them a� er a large number of used poo bags were 
discovered on the island.

And a� er a number of mink sightings were 
reported on the island, the meeting heard there 
was a trapping programme running.

Shining stars
Regular readers will be well aware of my sincere 
appreciation of all that is best about our com-
munity and the sense of belonging engendered 
by numerous sel� ess people.

� at feeling was brought into sharp relief once 
more as I meandered through last week’s Oban 
Times and was rewarded with a sizable dose of 
renewed positivity.

As ever, there were many stories detailing the 
fantastic e� ort put in by a huge spectrum of our 
neighbours for the bene� t of others.

Among the articles which jumped out for 
me were two in particular: one chronicled the 
brilliant contribution made by RNLI volunteer 
Donald Matheson, while the other saw the ever 
ebullient Kay McDonald extolling what’s best 
about her home town of Oban.

Many of you will know from previous columns 
of the extreme regard I have for the RNLI and 
all its volunteers and sta�  and Donald � ts � rmly 
into that. Donald has been a volunteer and 
deputy mechanic on the lifeboat for around 15 
years, has attended more than 300 ‘shouts’ and 
has sailed in excess of 5,000 miles aboard the 
Mora Edith MacDonald, witnessing the birth of 
two babies in the process.

Donald, you deserve grateful thanks from us 
for the service you have given.

Kay, who has been a superb Town Ambassador 
since 2013, is, I am fortunate to be able to say, a 
friend of mine, as well as a fellow contributing 
columnist.

I � rst met Kay when I joined � e Oban 
Times a few years ago and I have enjoyed every 
encounter with her. In last week’s Oban Times, 
she urged residents to ‘shop local’, especially in 
the run-up to Christmas but also at other times. 
Sound advice from a woman born and bred in 
Oban and who has lived here virtually all her 
life. And Kay will never leave. She once told 
me, without any trace of mawkishness, that her 
� nal resting place will be Pennyfuir and that she 
will be more than content to lie in peace in the 
cemetery’s lovely surroundings above the town.

Kay and Donald are wonderful exemplars of 
what makes our community great.

What do you think? Send your comments to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

 
 
 

As Christmas time approaches, Hope Kitchen 
is sending out a reminder to anyone who is still 
wanting to help others less fortunate.

� e Oban charity is again providing families 
and individuals with food and gi�  hampers 
this year to help make Christmas feel more 
merry for those who are � nding this festive 
season particularly challenging.

� e Covid-19 pandemic has meant that for 
some there is very little money for the basics, 
let alone little luxuries over the festive season.

Hope Kitchen manager Catriona Petit 
said: ‘If you are in a position to donate, your 
help would be very much appreciated. We 
are looking for non-perishable items to go 
with Christmas dinner such as stu�  ng, 
gravy, cranberry jelly, chutneys, custard and 
Christmas puddings; Christmas treats such as 
chocolates and savoury snacks; gi� s for adults 
and children and wrapping paper.

‘Please don’t wrap the items as we will 
either wrap them at Hope Kitchen or leave 
the children’s presents for parents or carers 

to wrap themselves. ‘You can deliver items 
to Hope Kitchen between 10am and 4pm or 
use Tesco or Lidl’s collection baskets. Also, if 
you or someone you know would appreciate a 
Christmas hamper please get in touch. Your 
enquiry will be treated con� dentially.

‘Each Christmas hamper will have three days 
supply of basic food items, all the non-per-

ishable Christmas meal items, Christmas 
treats and gi� s for adults and where there are 
children in the family gi� s for them too.

‘We are collecting until Wednesday 
December 9 – although if you can’t manage 
by then we can accept donations until Monday 
December 14. Hampers will be delivered 
between December 7 and December 18.’

Spread a little hope this festive season
Items can be dropped 
in to Hope Kitchen, 2 
Soroba Road, Oban, 
PA34 4HU. You can call 
sta�  on 01631 565730, 
email obanhopekitch-
en@gmail.com or 
people can message 
us via Hope Kitchen’s 
Facebook page.
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by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

A new Oban-based business 
has started trading despite 
the challenges posed by the 
pandemic.

Emily and Johannes 
Woolard, of Connel, have 
founded � e Tartan Road 
Limited, a tour company 
providing bespoke self-drive 
tours and holiday packages 
including transport, accom-
modation, experiences and 
activities. It will initially help 
visitors from across Scotland 
and the UK enjoy all that the 
country has to o� er.

When conditions allow, 

it will expand to serve 
international travellers and 
is already seeing inquiries 
coming in for 2021.

Founded in May at the 
height of the pandemic, it has 
adapted its business model 
in response to the challenges 
faced in travel and tourism.

Ms Woolard, a co-founder 
and director, said: ‘� e 
pandemic has completely 
changed the way people trav-
el, forcing those who would 
normally head overseas to 
stay closer to home and shi� -
ing demand from large group 

tours to single-vehicle, sin-
gle-household arrangements.

‘People will still want to 
travel post-Covid, although 
we think demand may have 
shi� ed permanently. � e de-
sire for more control and the 
tendency to travel in smaller 
groups are probably going 
to persist even once there’s a 
vaccine.

‘Following a sustained pe-
riod of real and understand-
able reluctance to commit, 
we’re now seeing enquiries 
for trips through the end 
of 2021, which shows that 

people now want something 
to look forward to.’

� e company, which is a 
member of the Association 
of Bonded Travel Organisers, 
emphasised it operates with-
in the current restrictions.

‘Like most tour operators, 
we’ll usually arrange trips at 
least a few months ahead of 
time though, so whilst we’re 
starting up now, we don’t ac-
tually expect any departures 
until next year - restrictions 
permitting. We are going 
through the early stages of 
the trip planning process 

with clients interested in 
departing during the course 
of 2021 and we’ll be able 
to � rm up their bookings 
once restrictions have eased 
su�  ciently.’

Another value of the 
company is guarding against 
over-tourism and unsustain-
able travel across Argyll and 
Bute.

‘We’ll be encouraging our 
clients to travel responsibly 
and selecting providers of 
accommodation, activities 
and experiences that � t with 
this approach,’ she said.

People looking for Christmas presents have 
been urged not to automatically turn to 
international retail giants when shopping 
online.

Scotland Loves Local, a campaign led by 
Scotland’s Towns Partnership (STP), aims 
to help the � nancial recovery from Covid-19 
by supporting the nation’s economy from 
its grassroots. Shoppers are being urged 
to support local businesses both virtually 
and in person. STP found that 80 per cent 
of businesses who responded to a survey in 
Argyll and Bute said they had the capacity to 
take online orders, with 10 per cent of them 
only making that possible since the start of 
lockdown in the spring.

Phil Prentice, STP’s chief o�  cer, said: 
‘Since the outbreak of coronavirus, shops 
across Argyll and Bute have gone above 
and beyond to � nd safe ways of staying in 
business and ensuring their loyal customers 
do not go without.

‘Many who’ve never traded online before 
have swi� ly set up websites for shopping and 
ordering. � e way they’ve taken o�  in such a 
short space of time is remarkable.

‘It’s critical for their immediate survival 
and the future of our high streets that we 
support local businesses whenever we can, 
whether physically or virtually. � ey need us 
now more than ever.’

With the lead-up to Christmas a critical 
trading period, strong online sales are vital 
to those bolstering their in-store activities 
with digital services.

Mr Prentice added: ‘When shopping 
online, we need to look at what the stores 
close to us are o� ering and make a conscious 
e� ort to support them. Browse their online 
o� ers the same way you would the shop 
shelves.

‘By thinking local � rst online as well as in 
person, we are helping the people who live 
around us, protecting jobs in our communi-
ties and investing in the future by ensuring 
local businesses continue to be there for us.’

For more information about getting 
involved with the Scotland Loves Local 
campaign, go to www.lovelocal.scot

Plea to shop locally 
in person and online

Isle of Barra Distillers Limited have made a special 
limited edition bottle of Barra Atlantic Gin to mark a 
close family connection.

� e special label has been named Ada – a� er the 
daughter of managing director Michael Morrison 
and wife Katie.

Ada was born on March 26 at the beginning of the 
� rst UK-wide lockdown.

� e gin has been made using a newly-installed and 
custom-built copper still also named in honour of the 
adorable eight-month-old.

� e 300-litre piece of kit – the � rst for the distillery 
and the island – has been made and � tted by the 
world renowned Moray-based Forsyths.

� e distillery has already begun distilling its new 
Barra Atlantic Gin from the new still.

Each bottle comes in a special gi�  carton and is 

Lockdown baby 
celebration gin

Isle of Barra Distillers 
mark Ada’s birth with 
special edition label
combined with information lea� ets about the island, 
distillery and who Ada is, and is only available 
through its distillery or online shop.

Mr Morrison said it is the � rst still built and 
installed in the Outer Hebrides by Forsyths and 
described it as a ‘huge moment’ for everyone involved 
with the distillery.

He said it had been a whole new challenge and ‘one 
that we absolutely loved’.

� e spirit’s main botanical is carrageen seaweed 
and is described as having a bold, maritime � avour 
with a mentholic lean and a pinch of salty air.

Connel couple help visitors on the Tartan Road
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Companies praised at 
green energy awards 

Left: The 
Tartan Road’s 
Johannes and 
Emily Woolard.

� e annual Scottish Green Energy 
Awards took place virtually on 
� ursday night with more than 
700 industry professionals coming 
together to celebrate online.

Organised by Scottish Renewables 
and supported by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE), the 
awards on November 26 celebrated 
the achievements of companies 
and individuals involved in the 
renewable energy sector.

� e evening was hosted by 
comedian Jo Caul� eld and � nalists 
from the Highlands and Islands 
were shortlisted in eight of the 13 
categories.

� e event was sponsored by 
award-winning Campbeltown-
based Beinn an Tuirc gin distillery, 
which uses an on-site hydro-elec-
tric scheme.

UistWind based in North Uist 
took home the gong for Best 
Engagement.

Judges commended the project 
team for their endless ‘drive and 
commitment’ to deliver a 1.8MW 
community owned windfarm pro-
ject last year despite a never-ending 
stream of obstacles.

Lochgilphead-based Renewable 

Parts Limited took the Winning 
the Carbon Reduction award for 
demonstrating commitment to 
cutting CO2 through the outstand-
ing deployment of green energy 
technology.

Audrey MacIver, director of ener-
gy and low carbon at the Highlands 
and Enterprise, presented an award.

‘� ese awards are a major 
highlight in the energy calendar. 
Seeing the fabulous showing from 
our region tonight in what has 
been the most di�  cult of years is 
truly testament to the spirit of the 
Highlands and Islands,’ she said.

Claire Mack, chief executive 
of Scottish Renewables, said: 
‘Competition for this year’s Scottish 
Green Energy Awards was � erce, 
with so many ground-breaking 
projects coming to life over the past 
12 months.

‘All but one of the categories had 
nominations from the Highlands 
and Islands, which shows the 
tremendous geographical spread of 
the renewable energy industry and 
how the enormous environmental 
and economic bene� ts it brings are 
being felt by communities across 
the country.’

Above: The new special edition gin.

Left: Ada Morrison and mum Katie check out the 
new copper gin still at the Isle of Barra named after 
her. Photograph: Stephen Kearney, Little Day Productions.

The UistWind scheme.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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History of Killundine – an old  Highland estate
IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

On the death of the last of the Morris family,  
ownership of Killundine Estate passed to Mrs 
Dorothy Lees-Milne, who was well known at 
Corsons Mart, Oban, for her fold of pedigree 
Highland cattle and for introducing coypu - an 
animal looking like a very large brown rat 
imported to Britain from South America for 
fur-farming around 1929.

According to a local source, a few of them 
escaped from the ‘Coypu Field’ and the carp 
ponds above the Castle of the Dogs but were 
soon dealt with.

Mrs Lees-Milne did not own Killundine 
beyond a few years before leaving for Ardachy 
on Loch Etive-side. 

Whether the fast-breeding coypu and the 
cows went with her I am uncertain but it is 
surely no coincidence to read of one being 
seen crossing the A85 between Dalmally and 
Tyndrum in a letter published in � e Oban 

Part two

Left: The remains of Killundine House 
shortly before it was � nally cleared away in 
the 1960s. Photograph supplied by Iain Thornber.

Colonel Charles Cheape of Killundine (1807-
1890) from a portrait by H F Lucas Lucas. 
Photograph: James Gray-Cheape.

Times in March 1974. A� er this larger than 
life, pipe-smoking character le�  Killundine, 
the estate passed to the Forestry Commission 
in the 1930s; the southerly Salachan portion 
was planted with trees, while the other was 
leased through the Department of Agriculture 
to various farming tenants before being sold to 
the family of the present owners.

What of the estate itself? 
At one time it had the reputation of being 

one of the best farms in Argyll, probably on 
account of the quality and quantity of the stock 
which must have been due in no small way to 
its sheltered position, natural drainage and the 
richness of the soil.

In 1859, when Colonel Cheape was conclud-
ing the takeover from the Macleans, a notice 
appeared in the Inverness Courier announcing 
the sale of black cattle and horses. 

� e black cattle, which were described as 
being of the pure West Highland breed and of 
a very superior quality, consisted of 40 cows - 
calved or to calve; 21 heifers, two-three years 

old; 40 stot and quey calves; two bull stirks; one 
bull, six years old and another aged three; four 
Ayrshire cows and � ve superior horses. 

� e sale was to be held on Killundine at 11am 
on May 11. � ere was no reference to sheep.

� e best snapshot of Killundine estate in 
general is to be found in a set of sale particu-
lars drawn up in 1933 for Mrs Lees-Milne by 
Messrs D M Mackinnon & Co, Solicitors, 
Oban, which, given its present condition, is 
worth reading: ‘� e property extends to about 
5,000 acres, of which about 80 acres are arable 
and the remainder hill pasture and heather.

‘A daily steamer (Sundays excepted) calls to 
and from Oban at Lochaline Pier, about seven 
miles distant, and at Drimnin, three and a 
quarter miles. � ere is a daily service of letters. 
Telegrams, Drimnin. A resident doctor resides 
in Loch Aline.

‘Killundine House and o�  ces. � e house is 
compact and very easy to run. 

‘It contains three reception rooms, 12 princi-
pal bedrooms, � ve servants’ bedrooms, three 

bathrooms and four WCs. � e house is lit by 
acetylene gas which has proved satisfactory. 

‘� ere are hot water coils [we’d call them 
radiators] in principal rooms.

‘� ere is an unfailing and excellent water 
supply by gravity. A garage for three small cars, 
or two large ones.  

‘� e garden is productive and consists of 
a good vegetable garden and three small 
greenhouses. 

‘Beautifully planned terraced gardens, with 
herbaceous borders, lawns etc. � e gardens can 
be kept in fair order with one gardener.

‘� e estate is entirely in hand (with the 
exception of one cottage feu on the far end of 
property) and is farmed by the proprietrix. 
� e hill is good and carries a breeding stock of 
about 950 Black-faced ewes.

‘Killundine is very well known for its fold 
of pedigree Highland Cattle, which have won 
many championships and other prizes at 
the shows of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society, also at Oban.

‘� e owner has spent large sums on the build-
ings which are adequate and has brought the 

 
FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 
3, 2020 are listed below with diff erences for major ports listed 
underneath. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thursday 
Sleet showers and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 1°C to 4ºC.

Friday 
Sleet and a moderate breeze
Temperatures 3°C to 5ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a moderate 
breeze
Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Sunday
Sunny intervals and a gentle 
breeze
Temperatures 3ºC to 5ºC.

WEATHER

HIGH LOW

6 2
MPH11

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

Thur 01.08 1.2 06.58 3.8 
 13.28 1.5 19.24 3.7
Fri 01.42 1.3 07.32 3.8 
 14.03 1.6 20.00 3.5
Sat 02.20 1.4 08.11 3.6 
 14.45 1.7 20.42 3.3
Sun 03.05 1.5 08.57 3.5 
 15.42 1.8 21.35 3.2
Mon 03.59 1.6 09.55 3.4 
 16.59 1.9 22.44 3.0
Tues 05.04 1.6 11.10 3.3 
 18.24 1.9 **.** *.*
Wed 00.21 3.0 06.16 1.6
 12.48 3.4 19.38 1.7 
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryearsHistory of Killundine – an old  Highland estate

land into good heart with heavy caking of show 
cattle. � e farm house, situated conveniently  
but unobtrusively near Killundine House, is in 
excellent order. 

‘� ere is also a bothy with two bedrooms and 
WC in the farm yard.

‘� e farm buildings are as follows: stable with 
three stalls and loose-box; byre with ties for 19 
cows and calf pens; adjoining the byre is a large 
shed for young cattle; one large open-sided 
shed for tying and feeding cattle and calving 
pens; one smaller open-sided shed; food house; 
cart shed; implement shed; hay shed; engine 
shed; threshing shed with lo�  over; killing 
larder; harness-room, work-shop etc.

‘Cottages; good lodge near house (occupied 
by ploughman); pair of cottages above garden 
(gardener and keeper); single cottage near farm 
(shepherd); two unoccupied cottages at either 
end of the property (one previously occupied 
by shepherd).

Killundine House around the 1920s.
Photograph supplied by Iain Thornber.

Volunteer � re� ghters play a vital role keeping rural communities safe across Scotland. 
This photograph from our � les features some of the crew on Coll in days gone by.

Oban Round Table present a £2,000 cheque to the Oban Heart Start group at Oban 
Hospital in September 1998. Included in the photograph are: Ronnie Downie; Alan 
Cathro; Edwina Aitken; Betty Graham; Sarah Henderson; Laurie Gray; Alistair Jackson; 
John Barbour and Robbie Johnston. 

‘Shooting. � e grouse are particularly good 
for this part of Argyll and are rapidly increas-
ing. � e owner has limited her tenants to 70 
brace. 

‘Had the shooting been in hand, 90 to 100 
brace could have been harmlessly killed for the 
last two seasons. 

‘� e hill is particularly easy to walk and a 
pony can be taken over practically all of it.

‘� e stalking is good and comes in conven-
iently a� er the grouse have been killed. Heavy 
beasts are obtained, one of which last season 
weighed 22 stone.  

‘Winter shooting has not been let. Up to 199 
woodcock have been killed during the past 
winters and wild pheasants are becoming plen-
tiful again. Rabbits are numerous and make 
very sporting shooting, the trapping of same 
being remunerative.

‘� e � shing in the sea and the streams on the 
estate provide good sport. Brown trout may be 
obtained from the Salachan and Killundine 
burns, also from a loch on the hill. 

‘� ere are salmon-netting rights and lobsters 
are caught. 

‘� ere is a good beach for bathing and a bath-
ing hut. Also a boat-house.

‘� ere is a good summer anchorage for a yacht 
below Killundine House and a safe winter one 
in Loch Aline. 

‘� e present occupants are: Mrs Lees-Milne, 
Killundine House and O�  ces; J McCallum,  
farmhouse; D Colquhoun, lodge; J Maclean, 
cottage; G Palmer, cottage; D MacGregor, 
cottage, and two vacant cottages.

‘Price   £12,000. Furniture, boats and other 
movables not included. 

‘� e existing sheep stock will fall to be taken 
over by the purchaser on terms to be arranged.’

Some years ago I had the pleasure of meeting 
Mrs Jessie Cameron, Carradale, Argyll,  holi-
daying at Killundine, whose father had been on 
the estate for 47 years with Colonel Cheape and 
Sir John Morris.

What great stories she had of life and work 
there; of Colonel Cheape enlarging the house 
and having to take in paying guests to settle 
with the builder; her mother carrying 12 scut-
tles of coal upstairs to the guests’ bedrooms 
every day; her father saving  William Boyd, 
the estate manager, from being killed when he 
got his long beard caught in the gears of the 
old-fashioned, horse driven mill in the farm 
square and of Sir John Morris and his yachts 
–  the Gladys and the Myrtle.  
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A TASTE OF 
SURVIVAL FOR 
KATHERINE AND CO
Local business woman 
Katherine MacKenzie 
has been battling on 
regardless throughout 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
and is now looking for-
ward to a fruitful festive 

season.
Having already estab-
lished a Taste of Argyll 
deli and outside cater-
ing business, as well as 
running the family farm 
at Duntarrin, Katherine 
MacKenzie and her 
partner Ross Higgins 
branched out yet again 
in March to open a new 

Shop local, support local, use local
OT

‘Here is Argyll that com-
munity spirit is second to 
none and Taste of Argyll 
is proud to be part of 
that.
‘We would like to wish 
all our suppliers and 
customers a very happy 
Christmas and all the 
best for 2021.’
Taste of Argyll Kitchen 
(10am - 8pm) and the 
deli (10am - 5pm) are 
open seven days a 
week with the latter 
staying open to 7.30pm 
on a Thursday until 
December 17.
Taste of Argyll deli is 
currently taking orders 
for Christmas, including 
fresh turkey, chicken, 
pheasant, duck, freshly 
made stuffi ng and 
much much more. 
Order in the Combie 
Street store before 

Saturday, December 
19th. Check out the 
Taste of Argyll - local 
producers Facebook 
Page to see what is all 
on offer.

WASH AWAY THE 
LOCKDOWN BLUES
Husband and wife team 
Ruaraidh and Siobhan 
Neish have found the 
perfect remedy to 
wash away the lock-
down blues and have 

adapted their business 
to Covid restrictions in 
2020.
Based at  Lochavullin 
Road TLC Spas is part 
of The Landscaping 
Centre (TLC) and was 
established in 2018 as 
an extension of the 
already thriving family 
run garden design and 
build industry.
During lockdown the 
business has been ran 

cafe on, where else but, 
Argyll Street.
Despite having to lock 
down just two weeks af-
ter opening, the couple 
kept themselves busy 
providing home-pro-
duced, home-cooked 
cuisine to the masses on 
a take-away basis.
Locally sourced pro-
duce is key to Katherine’s 
business with the deli 
offering a smorgasbord 
of taste sensations in-
cluding Gins from Lewis, 
Wines from Islay and 
cheese and chocolate 
from the Isle of Mull.
‘If the pandemic has 
shown me anything it 
has been that business-
es and the community 
supporting one another 
is crucial if we all want 
to survive.
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Shop local, support local, use local Sponsored 
by

OT

on an appointment 
basis at weekends and 
evenings and there has 
been no shortage of 
customers as people 
prepared for their ex-
tended home time.
‘2020 has been a fabu-
lous year for us although 
we feel bad in saying 
this as we know a lot of 
other businesses have 
struggled,’ said Siobhan.
‘Offering weekend and 
evening appointments 
has really worked for us.
‘We feel people have 
been spending so much 
time at home and not 
going on holiday this 
year so are spending 
time and money 
on home/garden 
improvements.
‘People have the view 
to ‘treat themselves’ as 

it’s been such a rubbish 
year so that’s what’s 
happened they’ve 
came to TLC spas and 
bought themselves a 
hot tub!
‘The word staycation 
has been popular this 
year so why not stay-
cation at home in your 
own hot tub.’

Ruaraidh and Siobhan 
have pretty much 
looked after everything 
themselves this year but 
will be looking to take 
someone on in 2021.
For more information 
on TLC Spas visit www.
tlcspas.co.uk or email 
relax@tlcspas.co.uk or 
phone 01631 566 655.
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Gary Innes.

Gary’s tunebook begins at 40
Highland accordionist Gary Innes 
turns 40 this month and to celebrate 
he has released his � rst tunebook, 
writes Fiona Scott.

Packed full of more than 80 self-
penned tunes and songs, � e First 
Forty Years spans from the � rst tune 
Gary wrote at just 13 years old to the 
newest compositions written as re-
cently as the � rst lockdown of 2020.

A musician, composer, broad-
caster, former Scotland shinty 
player, auxiliary � re� ghter and First 
Responder, Gary has lived a full 40 
years and has continually drawn on 
the experiences of all of these di� er-
ent aspects of his life when writing 
new compositions. 

He gives the learner and reader 
the background of each of the tunes, 
with the 80 scores accompanied by 
short stories about what or who was 
the inspiration behind the tune.

With tales of childhood frolics, 
shinty buses, family stories and 
musical mischief, every page paints 
a picture through both manuscript 
and stories. 

Keen learners of traditional music 
are in for hours of entertainment 
with this jam-packed book of new 

music. ‘When I turned 30, I headed 
o�  travelling through south East 
Asia and was in complete denial 
about reaching the milestone year, 
yet a decade later and only a couple 
of weeks away from turning 40, I feel 
very much at ease with it,’ he said.

‘Putting the book together has 
been great fun and it has brought 
back so many happy memories and 
thoughts of various people, places 
and tours which re� ect di� erent 
periods in my life. 

‘I hope people will enjoy learning 
the tunes and songs and, of course, 
reading the stories of the inspiration 

behind each tune.’ Born in Spean 
Bridge, Gary is one of the founding 
members of award-winning Scottish 
supergroup Mànran, as well as the 
presenter of BBC Radio Scotland’s 
longest-running radio show Take 
the Floor and the latest addition to 
the station's programming with his 
own show Your Requests with Gary 
Innes.

In 2020, Gary has been li� ing the 
spirits of hundreds of people with 
some specially recorded personal 
messages for fans and their loved 
ones inspired by the BBC Radio 
Scotland Your Requests show on a 
Sunday evening.

Since April 2020, Gary has been 
inundated with hundreds of video 
requests, from wedding and anni-
versary messages of congratulations 
to birthday tunes and dedications. 

� e award-winning instrumental-
ist has appeared in countless family 
Zoom calls, bringing a surprise el-
ement to their celebration. He even 
managed to give one pair of newly-
weds a � rst dance they won’t forget.

� e First Forty Years is available to 
buy on hardback and digital at www.
garyinnes.com.

‘Putting the book together 
has been great fun and it 
has brought back so many 
happy memories and 
thoughts of 
various people, places 
and tours which re� ect 
di� erent periods in my life’
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Robert in lockdown
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

I was delighted to receive a phone call the other 
week from the Cèilidh King himself, Fergie 
MacDonald, to tell me he was putting a copy of 
his new album, Fergie’s Cèilidh, in the post for 
me.

Musicians and other contacts from all over 
the West Coast will attest to the enjoyment of a 
Fergie phone call - and this one was a particular 
beauty.

Aged 83, it is hard to believe Fergie’s energy - I 
could feel it jumping out the phone at me!

By the end of the call, not only had he given me 
the background of almost every track on the al-
bum - some of which I can include in this article 
and some of which I probably shouldn’t - he had 
the box out and played them to me.

In these strange times, it felt like the closest 
thing to a cèilidh I had experienced in months. 
No need to listen to the album now, I thought - 
I’ve heard the real thing live over the telephone.

When the record fell through my letterbox 
a matter of days later, however, I gave it a spin 
and have barely stopped listening since. It is an 
absolute cracker and a must for all Fergie fans.

Accompanying Fergie is a quintessentially 
Highland line-up including Addie Harper, Iain 
MacFarlane, Gordon Gunn, Allan Henderson, 
Hugh MacCallum, Tom Currie and Richard 
Smith.

As a result of coronavirus regulations, all these 
musicians had to record remotely which makes 
this album all the more unique.

� e opening track is a 2/4 march called the 
Bent Note that will be familiar to anyone who 
follows Fergie on social media. During lock-
down, he encouraged other musicians to record 
themselves playing this tune which contains a 
catchy note outwith the standard bagpipe scale.

Consequently, Facebook was � lled with some 
great versions of it but none quite lived up to this 
swinging rendition from the maestro himself.

Other highlights are the witty ‘Gary Innes 

Song’, a cracking set of tunes from Fergie’s son 
John, and who can forget the ever popular 1960s 
hit Loch Maree Islands?

One of the album tracks that Fergie played me 
over the phone was the Jiggy-Jig Jigsaw. Without 
giving too much away, he asked me how many 
well known tunes I could recognise within its 
melody and I lost count. As it says in the album 
notes, it is ‘a bit of fun’.

� e � nal song is sung by Fergie’s young 
grand-daughter Ciara MacDonald on her mo-
bile phone. Ciara’s performance is evidence of 
her grandfather’s musical legacy being passed 
down the generations in Moidart and is a � tting 
end to the album.

During a period of our lives when we are all 
missing live concerts, cèilidhs and dances so 
much, Fergie has provided us with the next best 
thing.

I’m grateful it came through my door and 
even more grateful that I got a wee live cèilidh 
preview over the phone. Cheers Fergie.

‘Ceilidh King’ back with new album

Masks/face coverings must be worn when entering and moving around the cinema. You
can remove masks once seated to have food and drink. Visit www.obanphoenix.com/

covid-19 for full details.

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.

Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

WHAT'SON
ATOBANPHOENIXCINEMA

Also features in:
11 Films Celebrating People of Colour
Film Festival

SMALL COUNTRY
PETIT PAYS

FRIDAY 4 DEC
Lost at Christmas | 12A 16:30
A Christmas Carol | PG 16:45
Saint Maud | 15 19:15
Small Country | 12A 19:30
Petit Pays

SATURDAY 5 DEC
A Christmas Carol | PG 16:30
Lost at Christmas | 12A 17:00
Harry Potter: Half Blood Prince |12A 19:15
Saint Maud | 15 19:30

SUNDAY 6 DEC
The Lost Prince | 12A 16:30
Le Prince Oublié
Lost at Christmas | 12A 16:45
Saint Maud | 15 19:15
A Christmas Carol | PG 19:30

TUESDAY 8 DEC
Small Country | 12A 14:30
Petit Pays

THURSDAY 10 DEC
The Royal Ballet: The Nutcracker 19:30

Showing Friday 4th,
Monday 7th & Tuesday
8th Dec.

Gabriel, aged 10, lives in a
comfortable expatriate
neighbourhood in
Burundi (his Small
Country) with his French
entrepreneur father and
Rwandan mother. Gabriel
is a normal child, happy,
carefree and running
around having
adventures with his
friends and little sister.
Until in 1993 tensions in
neighbouring Rwanda
spill over, threatening his
family and his innocence.
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Lochaber songstress Rachel 
Walker's � rst studio album for 
10 years has been a real labour 
of love.

Gaol, a collection of love 
songs, spanning Gaelic and 
English, delicately explore 
love’s rich spectrum – from 
love of family, land and lan-
guage, to songs of romantic 
and unrequited love.

Written over the last decade, 
the album captures Rachel’s 
evolution as a songwriter and 
composer.

'People can be quick to write 
o�  love songs, but we all con-
nect with them. � ey are a way 
of healing,' said Rachel.

'Whether it’s a shared experi-
ence or the pain of heartbreak, 
I hope the songs mean some-
thing to people when they 
listen to them.'

As a result of lockdown, 

Long-awaited album a labour of love for Rachel
recordings for Gaol have 
been brought together from 
cupboards, duvet dens and ga-
rages across Scotland, lovingly 
united by Jamie Smith from 
his studio at the beautiful St 
Mary's Space in Appin.

Rachel added: 'Recording the 
album during lockdown was 
challenging but I’m delighted 
with how it’s sounding.

'� e human voice can be so 
evocative so I’ve tried to use it 
to colour the songs and express 
strong feelings, whether that’s 
hope or despair.

'It was lovely to sing in such 
a special room at St Mary's 
Space. � e converted church 
even has a wood burning stove. 
I hope the true warmth I was 
feeling in that space shines 
through in the album.'

� e songs of Gaol span 
centuries and include apposite 

selections from the Gaelic 
tradition, such as ‘An t-Iarla 
Diùrach’ (‘� e Earl of Jura’), 
informed by Rachel’s intimate 
knowledge of Gaelic song.

Of the new o� erings, three 
represent collaborations 
with two of Gaeldom’s � nest 
poets. ‘Caisteal Ghaoilein’ 
was co-written with Tiree-
native Flora MacPhail while 
‘Là Luain’ and ‘Tìr is Sàl’ are 
the result of two songwriting 
sessions at the Scottish Poetry 
Library with Edinburgh-based 
Marcas Mac an Tuairneir prior 
to lockdown.

A heartbreaker of a ballad, 
‘Là Luain’ was recorded 
alongside Mòd Gold Medallist 
James Graham.

� e album also features 
new English-language com-
positions, ‘All For You’ and ‘I 
Never Knew’, which see Rachel 

exploring a new, contempo-
rary style.

Co-producer Jamie Smith, 
who Rachel credits alongside 
Aaron Jones as central to the 
album’s arrangements, can be 
heard on guitar and percus-
sion while Aaron is on guitar, 
cittern and vocals.

� e album also features 
guest appearances from Alice 
Allen on cello, Rory Grindlay 
on drums, Jarlath Henderson 
on Uileann Pipes and whistle, 
� e Brodick String Quartet on 
strings and Sileas Sinclair on 
vocals and accordion.

� e album will be accompa-
nied by a series of music videos 
released every week on Rachel’s 
social media pages, the � rst of 
which is available to view now. 
Gaol will be available on CD 
and to download and stream 
from December 11.

� e Hebridean Dark Skies 
Festival returns to the Isle of 
Lewis from Friday February 5 
to � ursday February 18.

� e two-week arts and 
astronomy festival will be a 
key event in An Lanntair’s 
winter programme, as one of 
Scotland’s most prominent 
island arts venues cautiously 
continues to welcome back 
audiences and winter visitors.

� e festival is supported by 
new funding from Caledonian 
MacBrayne as well as Outer 
Hebrides LEADER and is 
presented in partnership with 
Stornoway Astronomical 
Society, Calanais Visitor 
Centre, Gallan Head 
Community Trust and Lews 
Castle College UHI.

An opening live show by 
Kathryn Joseph, featuring 
visuals by astronomy-inspired 
artist collective Lumen, is 
set to be a highlight of the 
February 2021 programme.

Tickets for Kathryn Joseph 
and Lumen are already on 

Hebridean Dark Skies Festival 
returns to the Isle of Lewis

sale, along with tickets for 
talks by award-winning TV 
presenter Dallas Campbell and 
renowned climate scientist 
Tamsin Edwards, an immer-
sive performance by Shetland-
based musician Renzo Spiteri, 
stargazing events with 
Highland Astronomy and a 
night swim with Immerse 
Hebrides and Stornoway 
Astronomical Society.

Festival programmer 
Andrew Eaton-Lewis said: 
‘We are delighted to announce 
more details of our third 

Hebridean Dark Skies Festival 
programme. With limited ca-
pacity live events now possible 
on Lewis, our festival is begin-
ning to take shape and we hope 
to provide something exciting 
for people to look forward to 
during the darkest months of 
the year. We are looking for-
ward to welcoming Lumen to 
Scotland for the � rst time, with 
an exhibition in An Lanntair’s 
main gallery, and are delighted 
to announce they will be 
collaborating with Kathryn 
Joseph on the festival’s open-
ing show. Kathryn Joseph and 
Lumen will launch what is set 
to be another stellar opening 
festival weekend, which will 
continue with appearances 
by the popular science com-
municators Dallas Campbell 
and Tamsin Edwards, both 
making their � rst appearances 
on Lewis.’

In addition to the live 
events – including � lm 
screenings and workshops still 
to be announced – the third 

Hebridean Dark Skies Festival 
has this year added an online 
programme. On � ursday 
February 11, Highland 
Astronomy will present an 
online astronomy event, live 
from one of the darkest places 
on Lewis, in association with 
Calanais Visitor Centre and 
Gallan Head Community 
Trust. And in the run-up 
to the festival there will be 
weekly online conversations 
with guests including sing-
er-songwriter Karine Polwart, 
currently developing a theatre 
project inspired by superno-
vas, and health psychologist 
Kari Leibowitz, whose ‘win-
tertime mindset’ research has 
generated international media 
coverage. � e full Camp� re 
Conversations programme 
will be announced shortly.

� e Hebridean Dark Skies 
Festival takes place against 
the backdrop of some of most 
extraordinary dark skies in 
the UK, with breath-taking 
scenery to match.

In winter, in particular, 
many astronomical sights can 
be seen through the naked 
eye including the Orion 
Nebula - more than 1,500 light 
years away - the Milky Way 
Galaxy and one of the Milky 
Way’s companion galaxies the 
Great Andromeda Galaxy. 
� e Northern Lights, Aurora 
Borealis, can also be seen from 
the islands, one of the best 
spots in the UK for watching 
this incredible phenomenon. 
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3 Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 

For requests, competitions or questions please call us 
on 01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

MONDAY: 8am-12pm  Breakfast show with Stephen
 5pm-7pm  Drive time with Marcus
 12-3pm  Lunch with Bob G
 4.45pm-5pm  Talking Papers
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Marcus
 7pm-8pm  Highland Fling with Rosemary
 8pm-9pm  John McLuckies Show
 9pm  David Cullen Show
TUESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-12.30pm Ken Hunter
 1pm-3pm  Macky on FM
 3pm-5pm  Mental Musings with Mer & Vicky
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Bob G
 7pm-8pm  Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
 8pm-9pm  Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
WEDNESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Comfort Zone with Lesley
 1pm-3pm  Doug in the afternoon
 4pm-7pm  Drive Times with Campbell
 7pm-9pm  Country meets Rock N Roll with Len
 9pm  Gordon’s Grooves
THURDAY: 8am-11am  Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
 11am-2pm  Lunch Show with Steve
 3pm-7pm  Drive Time with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  Christine’s Collections
 9pm-10pm  Ann’s Ceilidh
 10pm  Margo  Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Jay
 10am-1pm  The One with Allan
 1pm-1.15pm  Talking Papers
 4pm-6:45pm  Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry
 6:45pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
 10pm  Late Show with Jay.
SATURDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Saturday Morning Live with Linda
 3pm-6pm Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
 6pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Dave Hobbs
SUNDAY: 9am-11am  Sunday Morning with Breege
 11am-2pm  Sunday Brunch with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
 9pm  Drum & Bass with Graham.



This is a book on several levels 
– autobiography, social history, 
folk tales and myths and leg-
ends, writes Eric MacIntyre.

The author originally in-
tended to write only about her 
native Kintyre, but the work 
grew to take in the whole West 
Coast, Ireland and Norway.

There are many things dis-
cussed which will be familiar 
to readers such as the traumas 
of the Qualifying Examination 
or a Gaelic test before compet-
ing as a choir member at the 
Mull Mod.

As a teacher and later 
Schools Adviser and salmon 
smokehouse owner, the author 
experienced the vagaries of 
the West Coast weather and 
travel problems from the 1960s 
onwards. These difficulties 
could be on land and sea, but 
sound life advice could often 
emerge as, for example, when 
a friend confided that ‘if you 
want to know what a man is 
really like, take him out sailing 
in a rough sea and just see how 
he behaves’.

The West Coast has many 
residents who merit the term 
‘character’ and this book is 
full of them. Many starred 
in plays as members of the 
Dunaverty Players, whose first 
producer was the writer Angus 
MacVicar.

The author skilfully weaves 
together contemporary events 
and the history and legends of 
an area, as when a West Coast 
man declares ‘my name is 
Morrison and John Cameron, 
the fisherman, told me that 
the Morrisons were originally 
from Norway – and were prob-
ably Vikings’.

This is a vibrant, humorous, 
poignant and well-written 
book. Readers of this paper will 
identify with all of the content 
and reflect on past times and 
the eternal vicissitudes of life 
in that beautiful and mysteri-
ous kingdom which is the West 
Coast of Scotland.
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Kathleen MacPhee: The folk 
who live in the West: tales 
from the West Coast. New 
Generation Publishing.

Book review: 
The folk who 
live in the West

Long-awaited album a labour of love for Rachel

Music for 
Winter 
Solitude
Mull’s An Tobar has created a 
new � lm studio to record music 
for broadcasting on its digital 
channels called Music For 
Winter Solitude.

Due to the pandemic, the 
gigs are being remotely � lmed, 
recorded and edited.

A series of performances 
as part of Music For Winter 
Solitude are being created over 
the next few months, with the 
� rst of them by Gaelic electron-
ica duo Whyte going out live 
on An Tobar’s Facebook page, 
Vimeo, and YouTube channels, 
tonight, � ursday December 3, 
at 8pm.

An Tobar has welcomed many  
musicians to its tiny venue in 
Tobermory for nearly 25 years  
and a� er winning the Venue 
of the Year award at the 2020 
Trad Awards, it was looking to 
be a good year with a great pro-
gramme lined up to celebrate 
the accolade. But Covid-19 
meant An Tobar’s director of 
music Gordon Maclean had to 
get even more creative.

Mr Maclean came up with the 
idea of � lming musicians while 
they worked in isolation in the 
studio and sought advice from 
Gary Ebdy, a lighting designer, 
and Dr Tom Spink, a senior re-
searcher in computing systems 
architecture at the University 
of Edinburgh.

Mr Maclean said: ‘Having 
worked with Gary from Lunas 
Live in the past, I was looking 
for some advice about setting 
things up and our conversation 
took a creative path until we 

arrived at the current set up 
where we use � ve remote-con-
trolled cameras to record an 
in-studio performance. I’m 
upstairs in the studio control 
room and the band is in the 
live room so our interaction 
is minimal. Gary, Tom and 
I complete most of the setup 
before the musicians arrive. 
� e musicians live in holiday 
houses in isolation and contact 
between them and local people 
is virtually non-existent. We 
felt it was vital the musicians 
felt safe working here and the 
Mull population would feel safe 
having them on the island.’

He added: ‘� is production 
facility has been made possible 
through generous support from 
Creative Scotland. With the 
arts in a precarious situation, 
we are grateful it allowed us 
to create opportunities for 
self-employed artists and 
crews.’

� is new digital format will 
see Whyte’s gig served up 
� rst for free followed by other 
‘pay what you can’ events, all 
starting at 8pm, with Duncan 
Chisholm on December 17, 
Rachel Jack on January 7, Pete 
Harvey and the Pumpkinseeds 
String Quartet performing a 
new piece commissioned by An 
Tobar on January 21 and Roddy 
Woomble on February 4.

Gaelic electronica duo Whyte
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DIARDAOIN 3 an Dùbhlachd  
THURSDAY 3 December
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19 :00 Calanais – Full Circle (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 NEW Eorpa
21:00 An Lan – Beo leis an Lan (rpt)
22.00 FUNC (rpt)
22.30 NEW Piob Ola Alasga (rpt)
23.20 Binneas na Trads (rpt)
23.30 Na Trads: An Tobar (rpt)

DIHAOINE 4 an Dùbhlachd 
FRIDAY 4 December
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30  Cearcall (rpt)
20.00 Ceolmhor@Piping Live! (rpt)
20.30 An Lot (rpt)
21.00 So Here I am: 100 Years of Crofting (rpt)
21.55 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
22.00 Twin (rpt)
22.45 Port- Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)
23.00 ALT (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 5 an t-Samhain / 
SATURDAY 5 December
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18.00 NEW Scottish Premiership -Motherwell v 
Hibernian 
19.45 Binneas na Trads (rpt)
20.00 Cearcall (rpt)
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)

21.00 Tatu Rioghail Dhun Eideann 2018 (rpt)
22.40  Briseadh na Cloiche (rpt)
23.00 Scottish Premiership – Motherwell v 
Hibernian (rpt)
00.45 Port – Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 6 an t-Samhain 
SUNDAY 6 December
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.15  An La – News
18.30 Seachd La – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 Eorpa (rpt)
20.30 Dreach Ur Na Nollaig (rpt)
21.00 Opry le Daniel (rpt)
21.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
22.00 Piob Ola Alasga (rpt)
22.55 Binneas na Trads (rpt)
23.00 Twin (rpt)
23.45 Port- Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)

DILUAIN 7 an t-Samhain
 MONDAY 7 December
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19:00 Turas a’ Bhradain/The Salmon’s Journey 
(rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 An Lot (rpt)
21.00 Piper Alpha : An Sgail (rpt)
22.00 Julie Fowlis – Ceol Aig Baile (rpt)
22.30 Gaidhlig Obar Dheathain (rpt)
23.30 FUNC (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 8 an Dubhlachd
TUESDAY 8 December 
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

19.00 Calanais – Full Circle (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Dreach Ur Na Nollaig (rpt)
21.00 Opry le Daniel (rpt)
21.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
22.00 Piper Alpha: An Sgail (rpt)
23.00 Ceolmhor@Piping Live! (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 9 An Dùbhlachd  
WEDNESDAY 9 December
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 Seoid a’ Christmas (rpt)
22.00 Orain Oir (rpt)
22.30 An Lan – Beo leis an Lan (rpt)
23.30 Julie Fowlis (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 10 an Dùbhlachd  
THURSDAY 10 December
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19 :00 Calanais – Full Circle (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 NEW Eorpa
21:00 An Lan – A’ beartachadh an Lain (rpt)
22.00 NEW Bill W 
23.40 Briseadh na Cloiche (rpt)
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Oban – United Auctions, Tuesday November 
24, sold 1,484 sheep of all classes. Lambs aver-
aged £52.69 (+£12.27). � is end of season sale for 
lambs and sheep ended on a high note when all 
classes were keenly bid for.

Lambs – Su� X - £80.00, Salum, Tiree; £78.00, 
£70.50, Ardlarach; £61.00, Salum Tiree; £60.00, 
Balvicar Farm. TexX - £81.00, Keil Duror; 
£75.50, £75.00, Ardlarach; £74.00, Balliemore; 
£74.00, £72.50, £70.00, Ardlarach. Chev - £71.50, 
£65.00, Shenavallie; £61.00, Scoor; £61.00, 
Caddleton. Cross - £76.00, Salum Tiree; £76.00, 

Achalic; £74.50, Salum; £71.50, Kiel Ardgour; 
£68.00, Scammadale Farm; £61.50, Glebe; 
£61.00, Kilbride. Mule - £63.00, Fiart. BF - 
£65.00, Kilbride; £63.00, Inernahyle; £58.00, 
Fiart; £54.00, Kilbride.

Gimmers – Cross - £72.00, Salum Tiree.
Ewes – Su� X - £50.00, 60 Tangasdale. TexX - 

£80.00, Achnacone. Chev - £50.00, Ardnacross; 
£50.00, Scoor. Cross – £50.00, Achnacone. Mule 
- £52.00, Achnacree Beag. BF - £42.00, Salum 
Tiree.

Wedders – BF - £60.00, Cranich, Mull.

NFU Mutual sta�  are running 
an active fundraiser from 
December 1 to 21 to raise money 
for foodbanks across Scotland.

� e challenge will see sta�  
run, walk or cycle to contribute 
to the team goal of covering the 
distance between NFU Mutual’s 

32 agencies in Scotland – ap-
proximately 1,600 miles. � e 
team is aiming to raise £6,000 
and has collected £3,075 so far. 
Donations close on December 
11.

� e � nal � gure will be do-
nated to foodbanks across the 

Simon Taylor, NFU Mutual, has been getting on his bike for 
the active fund-raiser.

NFU staff turn miles into food
country, helping each centre to 
provide emergency food and 
support to people locked in 
poverty, feed those who have 
struggled considerably as a 
result of the pandemic and give 
something back in the lead up 
to Christmas, a particularly 

di�  cult time for many. � e 
fundraising has been sup-
ported by an additional £250 
donation from NFU Mutual’s 
Community Giving Fund, set 
up in 2005 to support causes 
in communities where NFU 
Mutual sta�  and agents live and 
work.

Mark McBrearty, NFU 
Mutual regional manager in 
Scotland, said: ‘� e pandemic 
has made it more di�  cult for 
us to run our usual fundraising 
activities, but we wanted to 
organise something that would  
bene� t our chosen charities and 
allow us to help employees to get 
out and about to support their 
mental and physical wellbeing.’ 
To support NFU Mutual’s 
fundraising, visit: www.
justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
nfumscotland.

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323
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SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

� e Oban Times
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So that was 2020...
Interviews with top authors, actors & singers... 

James Cosmo talks fi shing & Father Christmas... 
Stuart Hogg on horse riding... Father of fantasy 
fi ction.. Wonderful world of owls... SF Quiz of 
the Year... Recipes from The Seafood Shack...

January issue

Exclusive 
So that was 
2020 feature

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

West Coast
 MOTORING

Tel: 01631 563518 Mob: 07542 528681

FORD FOCUS STYLE 2010

1.6 Petrol. Only 21,000 Miles. 
Very reliable car in excellent 

condition. Lady owner.

£3,400 ONO



� e Oban Times
Thursday 3 December 202030 MOTORS

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE

Please contact: Lizzie Richards, South Highland Rural Surveyor 
via email; lizzie.richards@nature.scot or phone; 01463 701620

NatureScot (formerly SNH) is 
considering the disposal of c. 600ha 
of land at Glencripesdale nature 
reserve (grid ref. NM 724616). 

NatureScot invites expressions of 
interest (to be received by 5th April 
2021) from community groups which 
may wish to acquire or lease the land.

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED



isuzu.co.uk

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

 

Subaru Social Post:  

XV – £249 0% PCP offer   
Facebook 

Discover XV, the compact crossover from Subaru. Now available from just £249 per month 
with 0% APR. Explore the 5-star safety, go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that 
Subaru SUVs are renowned for. Find out more today: [link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

Twitter 

Discover XV, the compact crossover from Subaru. Now available from just £249 per month 
with 0% APR. Explore the 5-star safety, go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that 
Subaru SUVs are renowned for. Find out more today: [link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2832 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Outback – Save £4,000  
Facebook 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)  

Twitter 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)       

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2830 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Forester – Save £3,000  
Facebook 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

Twitter 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2831 
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Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)  

Twitter 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)       

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2830 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Forester – Save £3,000  
Facebook 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

Twitter 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2831 

DRIVE AWAY A NEW LEVORG
AND SAVE £2,500

LOG YOUR INTEREST FOR AN EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
CALL S&S TODAY 01292 220080

Due to Scottish Government guidelines our indoor showroom is 
closed to the public but we can help with car sales over the phone. 

Call today 01292 880080
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and 
conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex 
Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertis-
ing space therein or provides for the delivery of adver-
tising materials to the public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and 
truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to 
be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the 
Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in 
person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received 
by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish 

Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in 
the Oban, Argyll Sheri�  Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper 
or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as 
the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjust-
ment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or omission does 
not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be noti� ed to the Publisher in writing 
within fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstanc-
es shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, 
misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indem-
nify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 

other charges falling upon the publication as the result 
of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will 
be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment 
the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a 
rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from 
the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts 
given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount 
which will be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 www.obantimes.co.uk 
and registered as a newspaper at the Post O�  ce. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES
First Registration of a 

Croft

Iain Eoghann MacFadyen 
has registered their croft 
Gribune, Burnside in the 
Parish of Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 5 August 
2021.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C7256.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

1. E M Keenaghan, Croft 2 
Baile Iochdrach, 0.097 ha, 
site for a dwelling house 
(107392)

Comments from any mem-
ber of the crofting commu-
nity within the locality of the 
croft and any expressions of 
demand for the croft (which 
may be made public), may 
be sent to the Crofting 
Commission by 01/01/21 
at info@crofting.gov.scot / 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW.

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED

1. I D Campbell, 4 Kirkapol, 
0.049 ha, Garden Ground, 
No Conditions (105311)
Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/02030/PP Construction of a temporary 

floating access road with 
associated infrastructure

Land Approximately 
1770 Metres South 
East Of Succoth Lodge 
(Ben Lui), Between 
Towers YW029 And 
YW038/39, Dalmally, 
Argyll And Bute 

20/01747/PP Extensions and alterations 
to existing pottery business

Units 5 And 6, 
Baliscate Estate, 
Tobermory, Isle Of 
Mull, Argyll And Bute, 
PA75 6QA 

20/01723/MFF Siting of oyster cages  
attached to existing pontoon

Kilchoan Estate 
Pontoon, Kilchoan Bay, 
Kilmelford,  
Argyll And Bute

20/01334/LIB Internal alterations (including 
installation of low riser lift), 
erection of extension and 
porch, installation of new 
rooflight in existing kitchen 
extension, installation of two 
ramps and associated works

Parish Church, Victoria 
Street, Tobermory,  
Isle Of Mull,  
Argyll And Bute,  
PA75 6PH 

20/01976/PP Amendment to planning 
permission 20/00653/PP 
(Installation of temporary site 
compound comprising modular 
buildings, pipe storage area, 
boundary fencing, formation 
of vehicular access and 
installation of septic tank) – 
Alteration to site layout

Land South Of 
McCall Terrace, Oban,  
Argyll And Bute

20/01784/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
formation of vehicular access 
and installation of septic tank

Land North Of Baile 
Lochdrach, Kilchattan, 
Isle Of Colonsay,  
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A 
weekly list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our  
ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Reference Number

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days and 21 days for application 20/04428/LBC
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of house and letting unit

Formation of house site

Erection of house

Erection of brewery building, formation 
of parking and waste storage area and 
siting of waste water treatment tank with 
discharge to watercourse

Erection of house

Erection of house

Create segregated building within power 
station

Formation of house site

Formation of house site

Land 43M West Of Braehead Cottage, 
Tigh A Phuirt, Ballachulish

Land 125M SE Of 2 Letterdrain
Letterdrain, Duror

Land East Of Lochlan Cottage
Acharacle

Land 80M NW Of Tigh Na Coille
Isle Of Eigg

Bourblaig, Kilchoan, Acharacle

Land 100M SE Of Tom Na Moine
Roy Bridge

Rio Tinto Alcan
Kinlochleven Power House
Lochaber Road, Kinlochleven

Land 40M NE Of 2 Letterdrain
Letterdrain, Duror

Land 75M SE Of 2 Letterdrain
Letterdrain, Duror

20/04277/FUL

20/04486/FUL

20/04302/PIP

20/04392/FUL

20/04121/PIP

20/04636/FUL

20/04428/LBC

20/04484/FUL

20/04485/FUL

issuu.com/caskstillmagazine

Take a look at the 
latest issues 

of Cask & Still 
magazines, and 

previous issues for 
FREE at:

ISSUE TEN   |  FREEISSUE TEN   |  FREE

WATER OF LIFEWATER OF LIFEThe three brothers who pillaged 16 West Coast distilleries

001_CS11.indd   1

09/12/2019   09:08:38

LoveWhisky?

THE NEW APP 
FROM CASK & 

STILL MAGAZINE
#ScottishWhiskyTrail

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAYDOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY
START EXPLORING!

Cask & Still - Index - FP.indd   1 25/11/2020   13:51:34
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RECRUITMENT

OBAN BLINDS

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 
Senior Carer

 Qualification; Nursing or SVQ level 3 in health 

and social care essential. £12.12 per hour

Care Assistant
From £9.30 per hour

Housekeeping Assistant
£8.72 per hour

Full and part-time permanent positions. 
For an application form 
contact 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the 
largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and 
Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland and Ireland.  We are 
looking to recruit for the following position:

Fish Farm Technician – Loch Etive, Taynuilt
Working outdoors as part of a small team, it is focused upon all aspects 
of successful trout production including fish health, feeding, grading, har-
vesting, net changing and other general farm maintenance tasks, includ-
ing boat handling.

Previous aquaculture experience is desirable but not essential as full train-
ing and support will be provided.  A full driving licence is essential.

This is a full time position, working a 40 hour week, including weekend 
cover on a rota basis. You would be expected to undertake additional 
hours as required in order to accommodate the needs of the business.  
We offer attractive salaries dependent on experience along with pension 
scheme. There is also the opportunity to undertake a modern apprentice-
ship in Aquaculture.

If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV, to:-

HR Department, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark Industrial 
Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS.  Office - 01698 810008, 
E-mail: hr@dawnfresh.co.uk

Closing date for applications is 18 December 2020.

MOBILITY

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS

Care Home for the Elderly

Office Administrator/Finance Officer
North Argyll Eventide Home requires an expe-
rienced dedicated individual to fill the post of 
Office Administrator/Finance Officer, with fi-
nancial and some secretarial responsibilities. 
This position covers a wide range of duties 
including production of monthly management 
accounts, online banking, negotiation of costs 
for contracts and equipment, and participation 
and minute taking at board meetings. This is 
a permanent flexible post, approximately 20 
hours per week, and remuneration will be be-
tween £16,000 and £18,720 depending on abil-
ity and experience. The individual concerned 
should be fully conversant with Sage Accounts 
software, be able to work on their own without 
supervision, be practical and organised, and 
have good written and spoken skills. Previous 
experience in a similar post, perhaps running a 
small business, is essential. 

Applicants for this position should send a copy 
of their CV together with a covering letter to the 
Home by email at naehltd@gmail.com . The 
closing date for applications is 20th December 
2020.

North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd
North Argyll House, Bealach an Righ, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 5TG

Tel: 01631-562168    
Website: northargyllhouse.org
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Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Thank You!
The Pink Ladies Day 2020

Sadly, we had to cancel this year’s Pink Ladies Day, 
which would have been our 7th! This is a special annu-
al event held for ladies who have experienced breast 
cancer - a day of fun, food, pampering and friendship.
However, due to successful fundraising e� orts, we 
were able to send a lovely treat in the post to the ladies 
that attended last year’s event. Hopefully they have 
now all been received!
Thank you to Gillian Stewart for organising a Monkey 
Shoulder Whisky ra�  e, raising nearly £600 and also for 
organising the Twilight Sponsored Walk - the lovely 
ladies that took part raised over £900 in sponsorship. 
Thank you to Maggie, Marianne and their family for 
the kind donation from the John MacEachen Memorial 
Golf Day. And thank you to Lynne Campbell of Oban 
and Angela Kerr of Dunoon for their donations last 
year that gave us a head start.
Wishing all of our Pink Ladies a happy, safe and feel 
good Christmas.

Here’s to the Pink Ladies Day 2021!
Love Nicky xx



DEATHS
JOHNSTON - A� er a brave 
� ght with illness it is with 
great sadness that Margaret 
passed away with her children 
Lynne and Scott by her side. 
She is greatly loved and missed 
by her family and friends.
MACDOUGALL - Barbara 
née Hannay, peacefully at 
home on Friday, November 27, 
2020. Loving mother of Ewena 
and Eleanor and much loved 
sister of David. Sadly missed.
MACKENZIE - Suddenly at 
his home on November 26, 
2020, aged 83 years, William 
Macfarlane Mackenzie 
(Farlane), beloved husband 
of the late Aileen, much 
loved father of Calum, Scott, 
and Alison, and loving 
grandfather, brother and 
uncle. Dearly loved and sorely 
missed.
MACNEIL – Donald, aged 
62. Suddenly at his home 
in Clydebank on � ursday, 
November 19, 2020. Beloved 
husband of Elsa, and father 
of Allan. Private service due 
to current circumstances on 
December 4. Sadly missed.

PRICE – Mary. Peacefully at 
Hillview Nursing Home on 
� ursday, November 19, 2020.
Mary, née Boyd. A much loved 
mother of Ann, Margaret, 
Mary, Sandra, Wilma and 
Irene. A much loved sister, 
auntie and grandmother. 
Funeral has taken place.
WINCHESTER – (Fort 
William, formerly Grantown-
on-Spey and Bridge of Earn). 
Peacefully at Invernevis House 
on Wednesday, November 25, 
2020, Winnie, aged 93 years, of 
Fort William. Beloved wife of the 
late Jock and much loved mum 
of Anne and the late David. A 
private funeral service will take 
place on Monday, December 
7, 2020. Donations may be 
given to bene� t Alzheimer 
Scotland via John Ross Funeral 
Services Ltd. 20 High Street, 
Grantown-on-Spey, PH26 
3HB, 01479 872222 or info@
johnrossfuneralservices.com
WOTHERSPOON - Elizabeth 
(Betty) passed away peacefully 
at her home Caberfeidgh, 
Lochaline in the loving arms 
of her family. Deeply loved by 
her children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and 
friends. Private service only, 

the family would like to thank 
everyone for their kind words 
and support at this time.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMERON – Flora. Flora's 
husband, Alister, and her family 
would like to thank all friends, 
neighbours and relatives for 
their support and kindness 
shown at the loss of Flora. 
� anks to Glen Mor Medical 
practice and Macmillan Nurses, 
who were all excellent.  Rev. 
Richard Baxter for his upli� ing 
service, Moorings Hotel for the 
catering, Sean Cameron for 
piping and McDonald Brothers 
for the lovely � owers. Also 
thanks to Manson & MacBeath 
for their professional help 
and guidance making all the 
arrangements so much easier. 
Nearly £500 was raised from 
donations for which we are 
truly grateful. Special thanks to 
all those who turned out to pay 
their respects to Flora on her 
� nal journey.
CAMPBELL – � e family of 
the late Dougald Campbell 
wish to thank relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their 
expressions of sympathy, cards 
and � owers following their 

recent bereavement. To the Rev 
Liz Gibson for an upli� ing and 
comforting service, to Billy 
McClymont for his kindness 
and e�  ciency with the funeral 
arrangements, to the health 
service professionals and 
the many others who have 
contributed to Dougie’s care. 
We thank you all. 
CAMPBELL - � e family of 
Duncan Campbell wish to 
thank all friends, family and 
neighbours for their kind 
messages of sympathy, � owers, 
cards and phone calls following 
the death of Duncan. � anks to 
everyone who joined us to say 
a fond farewell at the church 
and Pennyfuir Cemetery as 
well as everyone who lined the 
streets to show their support. 
We were fully supported by 
surgery and hospital sta� , 
throughout Duncan’s illness, 
who all showed great kindness 
at a di�  cult time. � ank 
you to Ian MacInnes and 
sta�  at D&A Munn for their 
guidance and exceptional 
support throughout, and the 
Royal hotel for a lovely lunch 
that followed the funeral. 
Finally, the family would like 
to thank Dugald Cameron and 
Donald MacKinnon for their 

kind words and prayers at the 
funeral and ongoing support. 
“You can shed tears that he is 
gone or you can smile that he 
has lived...”

MEMORIAMS
FAIRLIE – In loving memory 
of John, who died suddenly on 
December 7, 2018.
Till memories fade and life 
departs
You will live forever in our 
hearts
- Christine and family.
GILLIES - In loving memory 
of Graeme, who died on 
December 3, 2006.
May the winds of heaven blow 
so� ly and whisper in your ear,
How much we love and miss 
you and wish that you were 
here
- With love Dad, Mam, Scott, 
Kevin, Sarah, Cameron and 
Rory, Ross, Asha, Sandy and 
Lauren.
MACCOLL - In loving 
memory of John, devoted dad 
and dad-in-law, who died 
November 30, 2010.
� ose we love don't go away.
� ey walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard, but always 
near,

Still loved, sorely missed and 
very dear.
- Elspeth and Billy.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our mum, Meg 
(Millar) Macdonald, who died 
on December 4, 2010. Also our 
dad, Donald Alick (Moy), who 
died on October 20, 2003. 
Loved and remembered always.
- Alasdair, John, Mairi, Sandra 
and all the family.
MACINTOSH - In loving 
memory of my dear wife, mum, 
gran and great-gran, who died 
on November 27, 1979. Always 
remembered.  
- Inserted by her husband Ewen 
and family, Isle of Barra. 
MACKAY – In loving 
memory of Eddie, father 
and grandfather, who died 
November 22, 1968.
Always in our thoughts.
- Families Inveraray and 
Canada.
MACLEOD -Twenty years 
have passed since you le�  us 
so suddenly, with hindsight 
it was � tting that you were in 
the company of so many of the 
fellow islanders you had served 
as a postman for 50 years.
Your family will always 
remember you as caring and 
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�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

Please contact the team by calling 01463 233366 
or emailing info@johnfraserandson.com 
Visit www.johnfraserandson.com

Our family have offered personal, professional  
funeral services to the Highland community for over 
135 years. Our large stock of memorials in different  
granites means that turnaround time is minimised. 

Prices start at £750 and include unlimited lettering, 
design, flower vase, installation at any cemetery 
in mainland Highlands, VAT and the cemetery fee. 
Bespoke options and restoration are also available.

Memorial garden open to visit:  
John Fraser & Son, 17-29 Chapel Street,  
Inverness, IV1 1NA

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

hospitable and o� en recall your 
fondness of company, singing 
and fun.
Not forgotten Neil
 - Anne and Archie, Mairi, Reid 
and family, Carrachan, Tiree 
and Bothwell.  Paula, Iain and 
family, Sydney, Australia.
McMONAGLE - Treasured 
memories of Peter, who passed 
away on December 3, 2014, a 
dearly loved husband, father, 
granda and great-granda.  
� e rolling stream of life rolls 
on
But still the vacant chair
Recalls the love, the voice, the 
smile
Of the one who once sat there.
 - From Phil and families x
MORRISON – In loving 
memory of Hector, died 
November 7, 2013 and Mary, 
died May 17, 2004. 
In our hearts forever.
- All the family.
O’BRIEN – In memory of 
Valerie, who passed away on 
December 4, 2010 and will 
never be forgotten.
- Billy, Louise, Laurence, Olivia, 
Amelie and Lucia.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Month-long roadworks plan adjusted due to heavy rain
A four-week major surfac-
ing resurfacing project on 
three sections of the A85 
and one section of the A828 
will now not be completed 
until mid-December, BEAR 
Scotland has said.

� e £685,000 project to 
improve the road surface had 
been due to start on Monday 
November 16 and � nish on 

December 15, but heavy rain-
fall in recent weeks led to the 
works being postponed.

BEAR Scotland has now re-
leased the updated programme 
which is as follows:

A85 west of Saulmore have 
started and will last until 
Sunday December 13, or a total 
of 12 nights, excluding Friday 
and Saturday nights. A 10mph 
convoy system will be in place 
between 8pm and 6am each 
night.

A85 Pass of Brander will 
start on Tuesday December 8 
until Monday December 15, 
or a total of � ve day excluding 
Saturday and Sunday. A 
10mph convoy system will be 
in place between 7am and 6pm 
each day.

A828 south of Ledaig will 
start on Tuesday December 15 
to Wednesday December 16, 

or two days. A 10mph convoy 
system will be in place between 
7am and 6pm each day.

A85 east of Connel will 
start Tuesday December 15 
to Wednesday December 16, 
or two days. A 10mph convoy 
system will be in place between 
7am and 6pm each day.

You can visit www.traf-
� cscotland.org. 

Funding greener, cleaner 
and resilient projects
Greener and cleaner commu-
nities are among organisations 
being encouraged to put in 
bids for council funding in the 
New Year.

Argyll and Bute’s Supporting 
Communities Fund (SCF) 
opens on January 11, with a 
number of new changes to 
make it better for applicants 
and their neighbourhoods.

Grants of potentially up 
to £2,500 for the voluntary 
sector, community councils 
and parent councils will be 
available with help of a crite-
ria tick list. � e council has 
sought feedback from previous 
years’ applicants to improve 
the help the fund gives and the 
process organisations have to 
go through � rst.

Resilient, greener and clean-
er and creative communities 
are all eligible to apply.

In addition, applicants 
awarded funding will have 
more time to complete their 
project, extending the time-

span to 18 months instead 
of 12. And the council will 
explore a fast-track process 
for applications of less than 
£1,000, for the � nancial year 
2022-23

Good practice from funded 
projects in addressing inequal-
ities will also be reported to the 
council’s Equalities Forum for 
more help where appropriate.

One of the SCF’s previous 
successful bids came from 
Oban Youth Café to start up 
a new club for young people 
with support needs.

Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon, policy lead for commu-
nity development said: ‘Local 
organisations do great work 
for their local communities 
with the help of the council’s 
Supporting Communities 
Fund. We listened and have 
made changes to ensure 
funding continues to match 
communities’ needs.’

� e closing date for bids will 
be the end of March.
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Bob produces his 
Sunday best in 
storming � nish
Against the stunning back-
drop of Kruger National 
Park, Oban’s Robert 
MacIntyre stormed through 
to � nish sixth in the Alfred 
Dunhill Championship at 
Leopard Creek Country 
Club in South Africa.

In windy conditions on 
Sunday, many challengers 
saw their hopes blown o�  
course, but the Oban le�  
hander showed his class by 
� ring the day’s best round of 
67 to surge through the � eld 
and record another top-10 
� nish. 

� e tournament hadn’t 
started quite so promisingly 
when a triple bogey six early 
in his opening round looked 
like it might see Bob battling 
to make the cut. However, 
his new-found con� dence 
saw him recover to record 
an even par score of 72. With 
consecutive rounds of 70 
on Friday and Saturday, the 
Oban star sat in the middle 
of the pack going into his 
� nal round.

Sunday was a gol� ng mas-
ter-class as Robert’s closing 
67 was one of only two sub-
70 rounds recorded in the 
windy conditions.

Bob moves to Dubai 
for two back-to-back 
tournaments - the Dubai 
Championship at the Fire 
Course at Jumeirah Estates 
before the season ending DP 
World Championship at the 
estate’s sister track the Earth 
course.

A collector’s-item-head-
ed-Myles-McAuley goal 
earned Oban Saints the brag-
ging rights in a hard-fought 
friendly victory over near 
neighbours South Lochaber 
� istle at Oban High School 
last Saturday a� ernoon.

With referee Martin Rae 
in charge, Saints kicked o�  
attacking the Glencruitten end 
and brought Jags number one 
Andrew Brown into action 
inside the � rst minute when 
the big keeper had to come 
through a ruck of bodies to 
clutch a Gavin Forgrieve free-
kick from the corner of the 
18-yard box.

Saints lost the services of 
Scott Maitland to a tightening 
hamstring which prompted a 
switch to a 3-5-2 formation. 

Replacement Myles McAuley 
moved into mid� eld leav-
ing Ruaridh Horne, Kerr 
Newbigging and Steven 
MacLeod to form the back 
three.

McAuley’s introduction 
would prove to be a master 
stroke by manager Willie 
Gemmell when the mid� eld 
powerhouse netted the only 
goal of the game a� er 20 
minutes.

Gavin Forgrieve had a shot 
from 18 yards blocked behind 
for a corner kick on the right. 

� e youngster trotted over 
to take the corner kick himself 

McAuley’s header 
cements victory

Myles McAuley’s header � ies into the South Lochaber Thistle net past a helpless Andrew 
Brown. Oban Saints’ match reports and photograph: Derek Black.

Oban Saints    1
S Lochaber Thistle 0

Friendly 

Eager to test themselves 
against considerably more 
experienced opposition, the 
match got o�  to a bad start for 
the young Saints side.

Defending a � � h-minute 
corner kick, a thumping 
Angus Lewis shot smacked 
Alan Buchanan in the face 
before hitting the big striker 
on the arm. Referee Martin 
Rae correctly pointed to the 
penalty spot from where Red 
Star right winger and dead ball 
specialist Andrew Weir made 
no mistake to give the visitors 
the lead. � e visitors struck 
again in the 42nd minute a� er 
veteran defender Craik had 
turned an Andy Weir right 
wing cross behind for a corner 
kick. Weir’s delivery from the 
right was headed away but only 
as far as Red Star youngster 
Zander MacKenzie, who 
lashed an unstoppable shot 
across a well-beaten Murdo 
MacKenzie into the top corner 
of the Saints net.

Any faint hopes the home 
side may have entertained of 
a comeback were cruelly ex-
tinguished in the 78th minute 
when Ciaran McPhie pounced 
on a slack pass out from the 
back and raced through on 
goal to calmly slot the ball 
past Murdo MacKenzie for the 
third and � nal Red Star goal.

Saints kept plugging away 
but, in keeping with the gen-
eral theme of the a� ernoon, 
all too o� en the � nal pass went 
astray making life easy for their 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Premier Division One 
opponents.

Saints’ march 
halted by 
shining Star

Oban Saints GG   0
Red Star 3

and sent over an excellent 
delivery which McAuley met 
perfectly on the penalty spot to 
send the ball crashing into the 
roof of the net.

Gavin Forgrieve made way 
for David Beaton in a half-
time switch from ga� er Willie 
Gemmell. A good turn on 
the 18-yard line took Saints 
Skipper Craig MacEwan away 
from his marker, however, his 
53rd minute shot could only 
� nd the side netting.

Saints continued to press for 
a killer second goal but almost 
found themselves back on level 
terms in the 68th minute. 

� e Jags skipper Martin 
Munro was allowed to carry 
the ball a long way but couldn’t 
shake o�  Steven MacLeod, who 

kept Munro under enough 
pressure to prevent the shot 
and allow Graham Douglas to 
slide out and gather at Munro’s 
feet.

Sixty seconds later Munro 
succeeded where he had earlier 
failed but couldn’t believe his 
luck when Martin Bonar got 
back with a last gasp clearance 
clattering into the post in the 
process.

It was Saints’ turn to hit on 
the break from the resulting 
corner kick with Craig 
MacEwan � nally getting an 
e� ort on target, only to � nd 
Andrew Brown equal to the 
task with a � ying save to tip 
MacEwan’s curling right foot 
shot onto the crossbar.

Further o� -target e� orts fol-

lowed from Craig MacEwan, 
Lewis Campbell and Cammy 
Hill as Saints continued to 
dominate without being able 
to put the game out of the 
visitors’ reach.

With � ve minutes remaining,  
Saints dangerman Martin 
Munro escaped Cammy Hill 
on the right wing and picked 
out strike partner Andrew 
McLean in the middle, who 
glanced his header wide of 
Graham Douglas’ right hand 
post. Fittingly it was Andrew 
Brown who had the last word 
capping an inspired perfor-
mance to clutch a 22-yard 
James Ford shot before referee 
Martin Rae brought a highly 
competitive friendly encounter 
to an end.
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Glencoe dad 
scoops top 
global golf 
accolade

Mountain 
biker pedals 
his way into 
record books

Lochaber smelter operator 
Alvance Aluminium says it 
has been working with the 
operator of Corpach harbour 
following complaints about 
clouds of carbon dust from the 
loading of a vessel.

Local residents lodged 
complaints with the Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) and Highland 
Council a� er an incident in 
early September – which was 
videoed by a local resident – in 
which carbon dust billowed 
across Loch Eil.

Carbon anodes, a by-product 
from the Lochaber smelter at 
Fort William, had been trans-
ported by dumper vehicles 
onto the jetty at Corpach. � is 
had led to the initial complaint 
to SEPA about a cloud of car-
bon dust.

� e following day a vessel 
was loaded with these carbon 
anodes. A local resident 
reported that, during this, a 
strong westerly wind again 
blew an amount of carbon 

Organisers and ‘customers’ at Lochaber Environmental Group’s Bike Breakfast event, 
which was held at Claggan Park football ground on Saturday. For the full story, turn to 
page eight. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Investigation launched 
into carbon dust cloud

LEG’s Bike Kitchen event a big success

dust onto the surface of the 
loch. � e plume of dust was 
said to be 50-150m long and 
continued for several hours. It 
was witnessed by households 
across the loch and � lmed.

Asked about the incident, a 
SEPA spokesperson told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘On � ursday 
September 3, SEPA received a 
report of dust pollution enter-
ing Loch Eil at Corpach port.

‘We have followed up with an 
operator in the area to ensure 
dust emissions are prevented 
in future.

‘Anyone who is concerned 
about a potential pollution 
incident can report via our 
website at www.sepa.org.uk/
report’

Port operator, Boyd Brothers 
(Haulage) Ltd, currently has 
a retrospective planning 

EU settlers 
welcome 
Highland’s Community 
Planning Partnership has 
welcomed � gures released 
by the Home O�  ce on the 
number of EU citizens in the 
Highlands who have applied 
for EU settled status.

Released on Tuesday, they 
show that 8,610 EU citizens 
have applied for EU settled 
status up until the end of 
September 2020. � is is a rise 
of 670 since the last quarterly 
� gure to the end of June 2020.

Chairman of the Highland 
community planning 
partnership board Councillor 
Alasdair Christie said: ‘We 
welcome each and every 
EU citizen who has already 
applied and encourage those 
who are yet to apply to do so 
before the deadline.

‘EU citizens have made 
a positive contribution to 
the Highland area and we 
welcome the fact so many 
have chosen to remain here. 
We want you to stay, prosper, 
raise your families and be 
part of all that Highland has 
to o� er.’

� e application process is 
relatively straight forward and 
provides the relevant detail 
through an app for settled 
status or pre-settled status. 

Visit www.gov.uk/
government/statistics/eu-set-
tlement-scheme-quarterly-sta-
tistics-september-2020

‘We have followed up 
with an operator to 
ensure emissions are 
prevented in future’

Continued on page three.
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People aged 60 to 64 are now 
being invited to receive the 
seasonal � u vaccine as part of 
the largest � u immunisation 
programme ever delivered in 
Scotland.

� e most e� ective way to 
protect against � u this winter 
is continuing to prioritise 
those who are most at risk, 
especially in light of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

With vaccination for the � rst 
phase of the � u programme 
well under way, eligibility is 
being extended next to those 
aged 60 to 64.

� ose entitled to the � u 
vaccine will receive an 
invitation letter by post from 
their health board letting 
them know where they can 
receive the vaccine and how to 
book an appointment.

Deputy Chief Medical 
O�  cer Dr Nicola Steedman 
said: ‘Flu is serious in 
itself, but with Covid-19 also 
circulating in the commu-
nity, getting a � u jab is more 
important than ever.

‘For those who may be 
concerned about going to 
get the � u vaccine, we can 
assure you there will be strict 
infection and prevention 
control measures in place at 
delivery sites to protect you.

‘We will continue to adapt 
our approach to any changes 
that occur throughout � u 
season, always prioritising 
those most at risk from � u, as 
well as seeking to protect the 
NHS.’

For more information on the 
vaccine and how to book, go 
to www.nhsinform.scot

Flu vaccine 
moves to 
second stage 
roll-out

Businesses ‘not getting o�  lightly’ despite tier one ranking
� e Federation of Small Businesses 
Scotland is calling for more grants to 
be made available to the thousands of 
businesses and self-employed people 
who it says, through no fault of their 
own, are struggling most.

FSB research indicates around one in 
� ve Scottish operators have received no 
� nancial support since the coronavirus 
crisis began in March. It has now writ-
ten to Cabinet Secretary Kate Forbes, 
COSLA and the leaders of Scotland’s 32 
local authorities.

� e FSB’s Highlands and Islands de-
velopment manager David Richardson  
said the owners of many small 

Highlands and Islands businesses had 
struggled without support, or adequate 
support, since this crisis began and 
now, during the second Covid spike,   
the new Scottish restrictions were 
hurting many more businesses than 
just those forced to close or reduce their 
hours by law.

Mr Richardson added: ‘Lochaber 
might be in Level One, but that does 
not mean our businesses are getting 
o�  lightly. It’s really tough out there 
and many need � nancial support to get 
them through to the spring.

‘FSB Scotland fears the Scottish 
Government’s new £30million funding 

budget will simply not be enough to 
help all businesses facing real hardship 
due to the current round of restrictions.

‘Last week, the Fraser of Allander 
Institute estimated around £1 billion of 
Scottish Government funding for the 
2020/21 � nancial year remains uncom-
mitted and we are urging the Scottish 
Government to allocate whatever is re-
quired from this pot to support smaller 
businesses and the self-employed. If 
our businesses struggle, our communi-
ties struggle and we must not let either 
down.

‘Speci� cally, we want support for 
those facing hardship as an indirect 

result of the current restrictions on 
hospitality, not least the suppliers of 
hospitality and retail businesses, and 
also for businesses without premises 
[home and vehicle-based businesses], 
the directors of small companies, 
freelancers and those earning less 
than 50 per cent of their income from 
self-employment.

‘Moreover, rather than restrictions 
being announced, followed a few weeks’ 
later by a trickle of business support, 
we need more joined-up thinking from 
our governments and for � t-for-pur-
pose support to be delivered where it is 
needed most, quickly and e� ectively.’

A � lm recording the journey of 
a Glasgow mountain biker who 
set a new record for ‘Riding the 
Way’ is being released today,  
� ursday December 3.

� is esoteric endeavour has 
been on Rab Wardell’s mind 
since he � rst walked the route 
in 2007 as a recently retired 
22-year-old professional 
mountain biker. Now 35, 
Wardell lives in Glasgow with 
his Olympic champion girl-
friend Katie Archibald and has 
a rich pedigree in cycling. 

He raced in the 
Commonwealth Games in 
2006 – where he ended up in 
a battle with Chris Froome 
– and has been a British 
Championship medallist, 
Multiple Scottish Champion, 
Race � e World USA Winner, 
Team Scotland and British 
Cycling Team representative.

Yet, the West Highland Way 
record was something he had 
both conquered and lost.

In 2011, Wardell undertook 
his � rst attempt, completing 
the route in a 12:15hr. In 2012, 
he bettered that by going sub 
12hrs – a major personal mile-
stone. A few years later this 
record was broken by Steve 
McInnes from the Isle of Mull 
with an time of 11:30hr. � en 
in 2015, Scottish Endurance 

legend Keith Forsyth set a new 
fastest time of 10:27hr. Wardell 
began thinking about trying 
to win his record back in 2019 
and concluded a sub 10-hour 
time would be his aim.

Training through the 
pre-pandemic winter, aided 
by training technology from 
Wahoo, including the KICKR 
Smart Trainer, by June, 
despite having been hindered 
by Covid-19, he was racking 

up 270km road rides as part 
of a tailored training plan in 
preparation for going under 
the magical 10 hours.

To everyone’s shock, Fort 
William rider Gary McDonald 
- � � h in � ree Peaks 2019, one 
place behind Lachlan Morton 
- then set a blistering 09:28hr 
across the route in August.

With a new found pressure 
and objective, September 18 
was set for the attempt.

Despite setbacks, Wardell 
achieved his aim in 09:14:32hr, 
and has openly encouraged 
others to attempt the record, 
all while experiencing such a 
soul-edifying route through 
his beloved homeland.

He told the Lochaber Times: 
‘Arriving at the o�  cial end of 
the West Highland Way in a 
new record time felt fantastic. 
To have gone so much faster 
than I had originally planned 
was incredible. However, 
there was a slight feeling of 

disappointment as I know a 
faster time is possible. I really 
believed I could break the 
nine-hour mark.

‘I’m sure my time can be beat-
en and I’m looking forward to 
seeing what other times riders 
are capable of setting.’

How long his record will re-
main intact is an open-ended 
question. Even completing 
such an extreme human en-
deavour could be considered 
a victory but for this hardy 
group vying for records there 
will always be more on the line 
than simply � nishing.

Wardell, in collaboration 
with the content studio Cut 
Media – � e Ridge and Wee 
Day Out – dra� ed in support 
from Wahoo and California-
based bike brand Santa Cruz  
to help make documenting the 
record attempt a reality.

� e � lm will be released 
today at noon GMT at youtu.
be/9ZVAbtKgPYk

Wardell pedals to West 
Highland Way record

Professional mountain 
biker Rab Wardell.

RE ADMORE
w w w. l o c h a b e r t i m e s .c o .u k

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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Investigation launched 
into carbon dust cloud
Continued from page one.
application pending for a 
change of use for the former 
pulp mill social club, which 
it purchased and is using as 
a store for the carbon anodes 
prior to shipping.

Carbon is considered a 
by-product rather than waste 
and as a result waste man-
agement legislation does not 
apply. � at means SEPA does 
not directly control the storage 
or handling of the material on 
site so if these aspects need 
controlling it has to be done via 
planning conditions.

Dr Michael Foxley, dep-
uty chairman of Ardgour 
Community Council, told 
Alvance Aluminium: ‘� is 
recent activity was avoidable 
pollution of Loch Eil with 
carbon and associated aggre-
gates, falling far short of the 
environmental standards that 
your company expects.’

A� er he complained to 
SEPA, the environment agency 
informed Dr Foxley that new 
procedures had been put in 
place to prevent dust escaping 
during the loading process and 

this will be reviewed during 
the next loading. It is estimated 
that ship upli� s will be every 
three to four months.

Asked to comment, a spokes-
person for Alvance told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘We are aware 
of the ongoing investigation by 
Environmental Health into the 
loading of spent carbon anodes 
onto one ship at Corpach har-
bour a few months ago.

‘As a responsible industrial 
operator in the local area, we 
take this issue very seriously 
and have been working with 
the port operator [Boyd 
Brothers Ltd] in response to the 
investigation.’

Councillor Ben � ompson,  
Caol and Mallaig, has re-
peatedly contacted Highland 
Council’s environmental 
health and planning enforce-
ment o�  cials over industrial 
activities at Corpach in recent 
years. He told the Lochaber 
Times  this week: ‘If we’re go-
ing to get to a situation where 
there is no longer any need for 
public complaint, the operators 
really have to step up how they 
regulate their activities.’

One of Lochaber’s major busi-
ness leaders is getting behind 
the new campaign to tackle 
blackspots along the A82 
trunk road.

Last week we reported how 
MSP Kate Forbes was launch-
ing a new online survey and 
appealing for residents to give 
their views on what sections 
they felt needed tackled as a 
priority.

Now, a� er the Lochaber 
Times published the story on 
its front page last week, comes 
news that hundreds of people 
have already contributed to 
the survey.

Among them is Alasdair 
Ferguson, group manag-
ing director of Ferguson 
Transport and Shipping - one 
of Lochaber’s best known 
business success stories.

Mr Ferguson told the 

Lochaber Times: ‘As the group 
managing director of Ferguson 
Transport, I am pleased to see 
Kate Forbes taking a real active 
interest and � nding out more 
� rst hand for herself what the 
A82 is really like.

‘I have already � lled in the 
survey and likewise would en-
courage everyone who uses the 
A82 to do so. � e whole road 

from Inverness to Glasgow is 
horrendous and in some parts 
more signi� cant than others.

‘We read every week of 
serious incidents and acci-
dents, the chaos and the grief 
it causes. � e heartache and 
sorrow along with untold 
cost to businesses which rely 
on this arterial route, the 
essential and, in some cases, 

the only route to the west coast 
of Scotland, and therea� er 
the link to the capital of the 
Highlands. We all deserve 
better and I would personally 
like to see the A82 at the top 
of any road improvement and 
upgrade list. Not many could 
argue against the case which 
has to continue to be made, 
based on facts.’

Since 2017, more than 20 
people have lost their lives on 
the A82 and there have been 
a spate of accidents in recent 
weeks. Ms Forbes intends 
using the survey results to 
lobby for realistic and evi-
dence-based improvements.

‘I am amazed that hundreds 
of people have submitted their 
views to the survey and I hope 
I can get more than 1,000 
responses before it closes in a 
few weeks,’ Ms Forbes said.
 You can � nd the survey at 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
VJZLKL3

Transport boss urges 
support for A82 campaign

Alasdair 
Ferguson, with 
the Business 
Leader of the 
Year Award 
at the 2019 
Highland 
Business 
Awards, says 
he has already 
� lled in the A82 
survey and is 
encouraging 
others to do the 
same.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

PIZZA EXPRESS 1
Any 10” Pizza + 10” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 

+ 2 Cans of Pepsi
£9.95

CURRY EXPRESS 1
Vegetable Pakora, Chicken 
Curry, Korma OR Bhoona, 

Rice & Nan
£8.99

(Lamb +£1)

EUROPEAN BOX
Veg Pakora, 2 Veg Samosa, 2 

Veg Spring Rolls, 2 Mozzarella 
Sticks, Chicken Nuggets, Onion 

Rings, Chips, Donner, Salad, 2 Pita 
Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi

£8.99

Kids Express 1

Chips, Chicken Nuggets, 
Onion Rings and Fruit Shoot

£3.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 1
Chicken Curry, Korma, OR 

Bhoona, Rice, 
10” Margherita Pizza, Chips 
& Donner, Cheese Burger 

with Chips & 2L Pepsi
£19.99  (Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 2
Any 12” Pizza + 12” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Wedges,

Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 
+ 2 Pepsi 500ml

£12.95

CURRY EXPRESS 2
Vegetable Pakora, Any 

Special, Karahi OR Balti Dish, 
Rice & Nan

£9.99
(Lamb +£1)

GREEDY BOX
Mixed Pakora, 2 Mince Samosa, 

2 Mince Spring Rolls, Chips, 
Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Nuggets, Onion Rings, Donner, 
Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 

Cans of Pepsi
£9.99

KIDS EXPRESS 2

Chips, Popcorn Chicken, 2 
Mozzarella Sticks and 12oz 

Ice Cream Shake

£4.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 2
Mixed Pakora, Any Special, 
Karahi or Balti Dish, Rice, 

12” Rosara Pizza, Donner Kebab
Chips & Cheese and 2L Pepsi

£22.99
(Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 3
Any 14” Pizza + 12” Garlic 
Bread with Cheese served 

with Chips, Wedges,
Onion Rings, 4 Sauces + 

Pepsi 2L 
£17.95

SHARING CURRY EXPRESS
Mixed Pakora, Any 2 Chicken 

Dishes, Rice & Nan, Slice of 
Chocolate Fudge Cake & 2 

Cans Pepsi
£17.99

(Lamb +£2)

MEATY BOX
Chicken Pakora, Battered 

Chicken Fillet, Spicy Chicken 
Fillet, Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Bites, Chicken Wings, Chips, 
Donner, Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 

Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi
£11.99

Sharing Kids Express
10” Margherita, Chips, Onion 
Rings, Popcorn Chicken and 

2 12oz Ice Cream Shakes

£9.95

Family Express 3
Mixed Pakora, Any Chicken Dish, 

Rice & Nan, King Donner Nan, 
12” Hawaiian OR Pepperoni 

Pizza + Chips, Cheese & Chicken 
Nuggets and 2L Pepsi

£29.99
(Lamb +£1)

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on

Enjoy Life Enjoy Kebabish

Bringing You 
CRAZY SPECIAL OFFERS
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Ardgour nurse honoured 
with Queen’s Nurse title
An NHS Highland 
district nurse 
s p e c i a l i s t 
p r a c t i t i o n e r 
from Ardgour 
has been 
awarded the 
title of Queen’s 
Nurse a� er 
completing a 
nine-month devel-
opment programme 
run by the Queen’s Nursing 
Institute (QNIS), writes Mark 
Entwistle.

Annie MacLean was nomi-
nated for the programme by 
NHS Highland in recognition 
of her clinical expertise.

� e awards were hosted 
online by Sir Lewis Ritchie, 
chairman of the QNIS, and 
Clare Cable, chief executive 
and nurse director of the 
charity.

� ere was a personal mes-
sage from � e Queen to all 
nurses who received their 
awards and each certi� cate 
was personally signed by the 
monarch as patron of QNIS.

Queen’s Nursing in Scotland 
dates back to the late 19th 
century and the decision 
was made to reintroduce the 
title to Scotland in 2017 a� er 

a break of almost 50 
years.

Ms MacLean 
said: ‘I’m 
delighted to 
have been 
awarded the 
title of Queen’s 

Nurse. I’m 
very proud to 

be a small part of 
this extraordinary, 

positive, progressive group. 
I am looking forward to 
continuing to passionately 
advocate and role-model the 
value of advancing district 
nurse practice in our remote 
and rural communities across 
NHS Highland.’

Heidi May, NHS Highland’s 
director of nursing, added: 
‘I was delighted Annie was 
awarded the title of Queen’s 
Nurse. Annie is a dedicated 
professional and a shining ex-
ample of the fantastic sta�  we 
have working across Highland 
and Argyll and Bute.

‘For Annie to combine her 
Queen’s Nurse programme 
while working as a district 
nurse during a pandemic is 
truly inspiring. I congratulate 
Annie on behalf of everyone 
at NHS Highland.’

Ms Cable commented: 
‘Annie is a committed, creative 
and courageous district nurse. 
We are delighted that she is 
joining the group of Queen’s 
Nurses in NHS Highland 
and across Scotland who are 
making a di� erence in our 
communities.

‘Whilst the 2020 Queen’s 
Nurses may not have experi-
enced the programme in the 
same way others have before 
them, they have shown enor-
mous courage and resilience 
in a year � lled with great 
di�  culties and great learning.

‘We now have 81 Queen’s 
Nurses working in commu-
nities across Scotland since 
re-introducing the title to 
Scotland four years ago.

‘� is year’s Queen’s Nurses 
demonstrate not only the 
diversity of community nurs-
ing roles but the excellence 
they are able to deliver under 
signi� cant pressure. � ey are 
all change-makers and true 
advocates for their profession.’

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Prestigious 
nomination  
for doctor
An on-call 
physician 
at Western 
Isles Hospital 
has been 
nominated in 
the Doctor category for 
this year’s Scottish Health 
Awards.

Dr Mhairi Murdoch was 
nominated by her colleagues 
for her unwavering support 
and leadership during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

� e Scottish Health Awards 
are the most prestigious and 
recognised awards for those 
working across NHS Scotland 
and its partners to deliver 
high quality health and social 
care services to the people of 
Scotland.

Run by the Daily Record 
in partnership with NHS 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Government, the awards 
are now well established in 
the Scottish calendar and 
recognise those that go that 
extra mile to improve the 
health and wellbeing of 
others.

West Highland College is 
o� ering students who are 
currently staying in term-time 
accommodation a voluntary 
Covid test before returning 
home for the festive period.

During a visit this week to 
a testing centre at Aberdeen 
University this week, Scottish 
Further and Higher Education 
Minister Richard Lochhead 
said: ‘Across Scotland, univer-
sities and colleges have made 
tremendous e� orts working in 
partnership with students to 
put similar facilities in place 
and I thank them for their 
e� orts.

‘I’m really pleased 24,000 
tests have already been booked 
across the country and I 
expect many more will follow 
as students understand the 

importance of keeping them-
selves, their families, friends 
and communities safe.

‘� e tests do not, however, 
provide a guarantee and 
students should continue to 
observe social distancing rules 
and hygiene protocols.’

On the situation at West 
Highland College UHI cam-
puses in Lochaber, a spokes-
person told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘Our key priority is to 
provide a safe learning and 
teaching environment for our 
students, sta�  and our local 

communities. In line with 
Scottish Government plans, 
we are working with our 
colleagues in the University 
of the Highlands and Islands 
and the NHS to o� er students 
who are currently staying in 
term-time accommodation a 

voluntary Covid test before 
returning home for the festive 
period.

‘Due to the speci� c nature 
of our West Highland College 
UHI centre locations, the NHS 
is providing a PCR test for our 
students. 

‘� is test is di� erent from the 
Lateral Flow Devices (LFD) 
being used by most other 
universities and colleges in 
Scotland but it’s more appro-
priate for our multi-campus 
structure.

‘Unlike the Lateral Flow 
(asymptomatic testing) stu-
dents will only require one test 
and we are in communication 
with students now to make ar-
rangements for that purpose.’

Covid tests offered to 
boarding students

Further 
and Higher 
Education 
Minister 
Richard 
Lochhead 
is pleased 
students in 
term-time 
accommoda-
tion are being 
o� ered a 
Covid test.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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� ere lingers a belief in 
Lochaber that gender-based 
violence and domestic abuse 
does not occur here and that 
out-dated belief is hampering 
women from accessing services 
and moving on with their lives.

� at is the view of Lochaber 
Women’s Aid, which has joined 
more than a dozen organi-
sations across the Highlands 
and Islands for a campaign 
that will be raising awareness 
of the impact of gender-based 
violence in our communities, 
with a speci� c focus on sexual 
violence.

Running until December 
10, the campaign, which is 
part of the global 16 Days of 
Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence, is also calling 
on the general public to post on 
social media ‘what they would 

like to see change for women 
and girls’, using the hashtag 
#ChangeHerStory.

� ese submissions will also 
be used to create a ‘virtual’ 
Reclaim the Night march 
which, due to Covid-19 restric-
tions, will take place in the 
form of a video.

Kristen Tait, chairperson of 
Lochaber Women’s Aid, told 
the Lochaber Times this week: 

‘We are thrilled to be working 
with so many partners across 
the Highlands and Islands for 
this campaign.

‘� ere is still a belief that 
abuse doesn’t happen in 
Lochaber, so this is a major 
barrier to women accessing 
services and moving on from 
abuse. We want people to know 
that gender-based violence and 
domestic abuse does occur in 

our communities. Last year, we 
supported 128 women a� ected 
by domestic abuse.’

For this campaign, Lochaber 
Women’s Aid has produced a 
video which highlights what it 
is like to experience domestic 
abuse in a rural area. � is will 
be shared on its own social 
media platforms and on the 
campaign website www.chang-
erherstory.co.uk

Lorraine Revitt, service man-
ager at Lochaber Women’s Aid, 
added: ‘We want to make peo-
ple aware that domestic abuse 
is a consequence of gender 
inequality. Put simply, abuses 
committed by men against 
women happen because our 
society believes women are 

subordinate to men. We have 
also developed and distributed 
a video for use in primary 
schools explaining gender 
equality. We hope the schools 
will use the video in a class or 
school assembly. 

‘Talking about domestic 
abuse is important. It shouldn’t 
be a taboo or controversial top-
ic. We educate young people 
about drink and drug abuse, so 
why not domestic abuse?’

� e Fort William-based 
charity said it wants rural com-
munities to embrace equality 
and mutual respect and reject 
all violence and abuse against 
women and girls. It also wants 
to make Lochaber safer for 
women and girls to speak out 
against abuse and to seek help 
and support to move on. 

Chairperson of the Highland 
Violence Against Women 
Partnership, Highland 
Council’s Jacqueline Jennett, 

told the Lochaber Times: 
‘Domestic abuse and all other 
forms of gender-based vio-
lence, is a local, national and 
global concern. Gender-based 
violence has severe, long-last-
ing and wide-ranging social, 
health and economic impacts. 
� e costs are high to individu-
als, families, our communities 
and to our services. Gender-
based violence is deemed as a 
key public health issue, with 
the World Health Organisation 
recognising it to be a major 
public health problem and a 
violation of women’s human 
rights.’

She added: ‘I would urge 
people to get involved in this 
campaign and share your 
thoughts.’

For con� dential specialist 
support telephone 01397 
705734 or visit the Lochaber 
Women’s Aid website  www.
lochaberwomensaid.org

Lochaber Women’s Aid joins campaign 
against gender-based violence

Remember to use the 
hashtag #ChangeHerStory 
if posting on social media. 
Photograph: Laura Dodsworth.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

We’re all about being here for 
our members and providing 
online events and opportuni-
ties to help support and grow 
businesses. 

Even though the pandemic 
has put a temporary stop to our 
in-person get-togethers, we’ve 
continued to provide a busy 
schedule of ministerial meet-
ings, training events, business 
insight meetings and virtual 
co� ee break meetings. Last week 
was our busiest yet. 

We kicked o�  with an in-
teractive stress-management 
webinar called Excelling under 
Pressure, led by new member 
Change Your World events. If 
you missed the webinar, Suzy 
is running a special o� er for 
Chamber members in January. 
� is will be a great way to start 
2021 as we mean to go on. 

Last week also brought our 
high-pro� le aquaculture event A 
Meeting of Mind, which netted 
an audience of more than 120 
people to hear from big players 
in the industry. Aquaculture is 

Lochaber smelter owners GFG 
Alliance has defended its plans 
for a 39-turbine wind farm at 
Glenshero – a development 
that critics said could cause 
ecological devastation.

� e proposed Glenshero 
development, from GFG 
subsidiary Simec, would be 
located next to the recently 
built 66-turbine Stronelairg 
wind farm in the Monadhliath 
mountains. A public local 
inquiry, which was held 
last month a� er opposition 
to the proposals, heard 
statements from NatureScot, 
Highland Council, Wild Land, 
Mountaineering Scotland, 
the John Muir Trust and 
Cairngorms National Park 
Authority.

If the development gets the 
green light, campaigners say it 
will see the excavation of seven 

quarries and the extraction 
of 195,000 cubic metres of 
aggregates – more than was 
used in the construction of the 
Queensferry Crossing.

Rosie Simpson, senior pol-
icy o�  cer for the John Muir 
Trust, said: ‘We are strongly 
supportive of the Scottish 
Government’s ambitions to 
become a global leader in the 
drive towards a net zero carbon 
economy, and we recognise 
our renewables potential has 

a vital role to play in meeting 
these targets.

‘We are, however, seriously 
concerned about the sheer 
scale of ecological destruction, 
peat excavation and indus-
trialisation of this landscape, 
which in the recent past was 
identi� ed by NatureScot as a 
Wild Land Area. We are also 
concerned about weaknesses 
in the planning system that 
allow for this application to 
be brought forward six years 
a� er Stronelairg was approved 
without serious public scru-
tiny a� er the developer (SSE) 
agreed to reduce the number 
of turbines from 83 to 66.

‘Subsequent applications 
mean this part of the 
Monadhliath Mountains 
could be covered with 155 
contiguous turbines, turning 
this once tranquil plateau into 
a vast industrialised complex 
larger than the city of Dundee.’

But Jay Hambro, GFG 

Alliance’s Chief Investment 
O�  cer, said the Glenshero 
Wind Farm project is at the 
heart of GFG’s sustainable 
industry strategy in Scotland.

‘Renewable energy from the 
168MW Glenshero project will 
make GFG’s industrial opera-
tions in Lochaber, Badenoch, 
Clydebridge and Dalzell more 
resilient, enabling these busi-
nesses to invest in their futures 
with con� dence, creating 
new local jobs and securing 
existing roles,’ Mr Hambro 
commented. ‘Capital will be 
released for a wide range of 
projects...more than £23m 
will go into contracts with 
Highlands-based suppliers 
ranging from concrete sup-
pliers to excavation and civil 
engineering contractors.’

� e inquiry reporter is 
now preparing his report for 
Scottish ministers who will 
make the � nal decision on this 
proposed development.

GFG chief defends plans 
for Glenshero wind farm

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Jay Hambro.

hugely important to the west 
coast economy and commu-
nities, so we were delighted to 
work in partnership with the 
Aquaculture Innovation Centre 
to share insights and plans for 
the future. 

Job opportunities for young 
people was the main focus 
of Wednesday’s NHS Career 
Insights event from Developing 
the Young Workforce West 
Highland. � is o� ered a 
great chance to hear directly 
from people working in NHS 
Highland about the varied 
career options available in the 
NHS. Lochaber Chamber is 
committed to helping deliver 
on the Scottish Government’s 
Youth Guarantee and we’ve run 
events looking at opportunities 
for young people in local sectors 
over lockdown.

And last week Sustrans 
Scotland ran a Leisure Cycling 
Tourism webinar to highlight 
the economic impact of the 
Caledonia Way long-distance 
cycle route through Lochaber  
and the help available for 
businesses to bene� t from and 
appeal to the growing market of 
bike-based visitors.

To become a member, visit 
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk

Visit our website for more information

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Secure your conservatory order 
today and pay no more until 2022.

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a 
credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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� e newly-� nished Fort 
William Bike Kitchen shed in 
Claggan enjoyed a successful 
open day on Saturday.

Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG) has been devel-
oping the Bike Kitchen for a 
couple of years with help from 
various funding sources.

� e completion of the new 
base was unfortunately de-
layed due to the Covid-19, but 
it � nally opened on Saturday.

� e day was well attended, 
with visitors from as far a� eld 
as Kinlochleven and Acharacle 
– two intrepid visitors from 
Acharacle made the journey to 
Fort William by bike and train 
to see the new shed and try out 
the LEG Bike Library ebikes.

� e Bike Kitchen shed was 
built as part of a Cycling 
Scotland-funded project, 
which has also funded the 

Rotarian Sheana Fraser and president Richard Baxter 
put the � nishing touches to Lochaber Rotary Club’s 
‘Knitivity’ Tree in the Highland Cinema, Cameron 
Square, Fort William. As a result of the e� orts of knitters 
from across Lochaber, more than 1,000 items will be 
donated to charities in the New Year.

The Bike Kitchen open day, above, was a big success.

Lochaber Rotary’s ‘Knitivity’ 
Christmas tree takes shape

installation of bike racks in 
Glen Nevis at Braveheart and 
Steall Falls car parks and at the 
North Face car park.

� e Bike Kitchen promotes 
Active Travel, runs bike repair 
workshops, restores bikes for 
the Adopt A Bike scheme and 
is the base for LEG’s new Bike 
Tool Library.

Kate Willis, LEG 

Environmental Development 
O�  cer (Active Travel) told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘Richard 
Kidd, the Bike Kitchen 
mechanic, was kept busy on 
Saturday, helping to match up 
some of the recently restored 
Adopt A Bikes with happy new 
owners, who are planning to 
use their new bikes to com-
mute to work. � e bikes are 

donated to the Bike Kitchen 
then restored by Richard so 
they can be adopted out to new 
owners.’

As part of its Bike Kitchen 
and Low Carbon Lochaber 
projects, LEG has created a 
Bike Tool Library, which has 
a great selection of bike tools 
available for people to borrow. 
It is based in the Bike Kitchen 
shed.  LEG also has � ve electric 
bikes, which can be borrowed 
free of charge for a day, a week, 
or more. � e ebikes are avail-
able for loan to individuals 
and businesses. LEG also runs 
guided ebike rides to introduce 
people to the joys of ebiking.

Electric bikes are fun to ride 
and provide a great alternative 
to cars for daily commuting, 
for short trips and for recrea-
tional riding. � e Bike Kitchen 
is funded by the Climate 
Challenge Fund, Paths for 
All Smarter Choices Smarter 
Places and Cycling Scotland.

Fort Bike Kitchen open 
day a recipe for success

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Human vision is incredibly 
complex. We all talk about be-
ing long or short sighted. � at 
is when the optical power of the 
eye being too low or too high 
to accurately focus light on the 
retina. � e remedy …wearing 
glasses or contact lenses. Once 
light is accurately focussed 
on the retina the brain has to 
process the information and 
turn it into the world we “see”. 
But that’s a talk for another day.

Before reaching the retina 
light has to enter and pass 
through the eye. � e � rst 
optical surface light encounters 
is our tear � lm. � is is the most 
important optical surface of 
our eyes. � e human eye is 
approximately 24mm long, 
the cornea 0.55mm thick and 
the tear � lm around 0.01mm 
thick. Traditionally the human 

tear � lm was believed to be 
composed of three layers; 
an oily outer layer, a middle 
watery layer and a mucin layer 
which sticks the tear � lm to the 
cornea. It’s actually much more 
complex but this basic analogy 
works well. 

� e tear � lm and cornea con-
tribute approximately 75% of 
the optical power of the human 

eye. Any disruption to the tear 
� lm can cause major vision 
problems. � e most common 
cause of tear � lm problems 
is when the outer oily layer is 
not performing properly due 
to a lack of oils, or to poor 
quality oils, being produced. 
� at causes evaporative dry 
eye problems. Sometimes we 
simply don’t produce enough 
watery tears and that’s called 
aqueous de� cient dry eye. Both 
types of dry eye can cause sig-
ni� cant visual disruption and 
discomfort ranging from mild 
to very severe pain. Treatment 
for dry eyes can be complex. 
Just buying a bottle of “dry eye 
drops” from the supermarket 
can make the discomfort much 
worse. Optometrists are best 
placed to diagnose and treat the 
problem.

Eye to eye with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic, 11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)     www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Why Does My Vision Fluctuate?

Advertorial
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Committee members of the 
Kilmallie Christmas Lights 
Fund met last week to switch 
on the Corpach Christmas tree 
lights.

Unfortunately, due to 
Covid restrictions on mass 
gatherings, it was not possible 
to organise the usual popular 
switch-on ceremony this year.

�e group felt, however, that 
this Christmas, more than any 
other, it was important to have 
some lights and festive cheer.

Two trees have been kindly 
donated and erected, one at 
Corpach and the other at 
Banavie, and it is hoped more 
lights will be in place later this 
week.

�e Kilmallie Christmas 
lights are provided by a small 
group of volunteers from 
Corpach and Banavie who give 

A Christmas tree has brought 
a touch of festive cheer to 
an area of Upper Achintore 
thanks to the generosity 
of Alistair MacGregor of 
Achnababone Farm, Spean 
Bridge.

�e donated tree has been 
put up in the small amenity 
area in front of the commu-
nity notice board at Zetland 
Avenue.

Upper Achintore 
Regeneration Group 
chairperson Mark Lin�eld 
and group members Nicola 
Gray and Chris Heardman 
erected the tree and installed 
the festive lights last Saturday 
in preparation for a socially-
distanced switch-on event this 
Saturday.

�e group has organised 

up their time throughout the 
year to organise the display.

Highland Council used to 
provide Christmas decorations 
but since 2013, due to �nancial 
cuts, communities have had to 
make their own arrangements.

�e Kilmallie group is 
entirely dependent on public 
donations and has received 
strong support from local 
organisations and individuals 
in the past.

Unfortunately, a major 
fundraising event had to be 
cancelled this year and conse-
quently funds are very much 
depleted.

Any contributions, however 
small, would be much appre-
ciated. Contact  kclfsecretary@
gmail.com or contribute 
via the collection bucket in 
Corpach Co-op.

A small, social-
ly-distanced crowd 
attended the switch- 
on of the Christmas 
tree lights at 
Kilmallie Community 
Centre. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, alba.photos

Upper Achintore gets spruced up 
a Christmas tree drawing 
competition, asking young-
sters in the area to draw and 
post their artwork on the 
group’s Facebook page, with 
the entry gaining the most 
‘likes’ winning the honour of 
performing the switch-on.

�e ceremony will be a 
low key, socially-distanced 
a�air with only the youngster 
and family, group o�cer 
bearers and a photographer in 
attendance. �e event will be 
live-streamed on the group’s 
Facebook page.

Chairman Mark said: ‘A 
big thank you to Alistair 
MacGregor for donating the 
lovely tree and to Chris and 
Nicola for dressing the tree 
ready for next weekend’s 
switch-on.’

Nicola Gray, left, and Chris Heardman from Upper Achintore 
Regeneration Group make sure the Christmas tree is spruced 
up.

Touch of festive cheer as 
lights go on in Corpach
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Parents urged 
to have children 
vaccinated
NHS Highland is encouraging Lochaber 
parents and guardians of all children aged 
between two and � ve to ensure their child 
receives the � u vaccination this year.

� e � u vaccine is o� ered to all children 
in this age group, on September 1, who are 
not yet in primary school, through their 
GP practice.

Vaccination will help protect children 
against � u which can be a serious illness, 
even for healthy children.

Dr Tim Allison, NHS Highland’s Director 
of Public Health, said: ‘We would strongly 
recommend that all children aged between 
two and � ve living in Highland receive 
their � u vaccine this year.

‘Immunisation will reduce the risk of 
children spreading � u to their friends and 
family and help GP practices and hospitals 
across NHS Highland avoid the additional 
pressure that a spike in seasonal � u would 
add on top of the pressures caused by 
Covid-19.

‘Practices across NHS Highland have 
su�  cient vaccine to immunise children. 
Parents and guardians are encouraged to 
contact their GP to arrange appointments 
for their children. 

‘Almost all children can have the � u vac-
cine as a simple, painless nasal spray which 
is safe and e� ective.’

� e experience of the Isle of Lewis 
during the Covid-19 pandemic has 
been outlined in a new report by the 
Carnegie Trust as part of a project to 
explore how communities and pub-
lic services across the UK responded 
to the crisis, writes Fiona Scott.

Over six months of the pan-
demic, the trust had more than 80 
conversations with people from 16 
communities focusing on how or-
ganisations and communities were 
adapting to meet the changing needs 
of the people around them and the 
evolving relationships between the 
public sector, the voluntary commu-
nity and social enterprise sector and 
communities.

Lisa Maclean, chief executive of 
Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn 
(Galson Estate Trust) said: ‘We were 
pleased to take part in this mean-
ingful work, which has resulted in 
a detailed report that captures the 
responses of communities across 
the UK. It’s clear that innovative 
ideas, collaborative working and a 
strong sense of community, all un-
derpinned with kindness, unlocks 

great potential within communities 
at grass roots level and helps to 
ensure no-one is le�  behind.

‘As a community land trust, we 
are focused on the socio-economic 
wellbeing of the community and 
the co-ordinated response to 
Covid-19 was natural, but also 
something we felt privileged to 

do for the community we serve.’
� e report analyses the needs of 
communities such as Lewis, includ-
ing support with food, decreasing 
household income, mental health, 
and digital access; the impact of the 
pandemic on places; the community 
responses and the role of volunteers 
and the local voluntary, community 
and social enterprise sector.

It also looks to the future, to 
new waves of the virus and future 
emergencies and outlines the hopes 
and opportunities for future ways of 
working and how communities can 
be further empowered to respond.

� e trust found:
 At the onset of the pandemic, 
it was communities which � rst 
stepped up to o� er the vulnerable 
and isolated essential support.
 Communities were � exible in 
the support they o� ered to a wide 
range of people and their individual 
needs.
 Working in partnership, the local 
council and community were able to 
meet people’s needs more e� ectively 
than o� ering stand-alone support.

 � e response to the emergency 
showed the need for more local sup-
port and services, including sta�  
skilled to support communities, 
� exible sources of funding, and rec-
ognising the value of the voluntary, 
community and social enterprise 
sector.
 Local authorities should learn 
from both the needs of communi-
ties and responses unveiled during 
the pandemic.

Launching the report, Sarah 
Davidson, chief executive of the 
Carnegie UK Trust, said: ‘� e expe-
rience of the Isle of Lewis during the 
Covid-19 pandemic became clear 
through our conversations and 
we heard how those in need were 
treated with kindness and dignity 
by their communities.

‘We hope Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar and its partners will learn from 
this work about the needs of those 
who were vulnerable and isolated, 
as well as the � exible ways in which 
these needs were met as we face the 
winter months ahead and future 
stages of the pandemic.’

Lewis’s response to 
Covid-19 showcased

Lisa Maclean, Chief Executive of 
Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn 
(Galson Estate Trust).
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Skye and Raasay investment plan moves forward
Members of the Isle 
of Skye and Raasay 
Committee this week 
approved the next 
phase in the local 
authority’s approach 
to engagement on 
the Skye and Raasay 
Investment Plan.

�e preparation of this place-
based investment plan for the 
area seeks to ensure that public 
sector agencies, businesses, 
community interest groups 
and the wider community work 
together to agree a joined-up 
investment plan which sup-
ports economic recovery and 
addresses the unique challeng-
es Skye and Raasay face.

Members also agreed a pro-
posal to refer a �nal dra� of 
the plan to a future meeting for 
approval.

Chairman of the Isle of 

Skye and Raasay 
Area Committee, 
Councillor John 
Gordon, le�, said 
that for Skye and 
Raasay to retain 

their reputations 
as internationally 

renowned sustainable tourism 
destinations, a co-ordinated 
approach is required to identify 
priorities and investment.

‘A strong and diverse 
economy with a range of 
employment opportunities will 
promote wellbeing and attract 
investment,’ said Councillor 
Gordon.

‘Access to modern digital 
connections and a high-quality 
transport network is vital to 
ensure the areas are com-
petitive and support wider 
ambitions for both.’

Report author and executive 

chief o�cer for infrastructure 
and environment Malcolm 
MacLeod added: ‘�is plan 
helps strengthen communities 
to make them strong, capable 
and resourceful which are 
properly housed. �is is vital 
for the social and economic 
growth of both areas.

‘And the ability to deliver 
modern health and education 
facilities ensures the areas are 
resilient and attractive places 
to live.’

A simple four-step approach 
to engagement is proposed in-
cluding: re-a�rming/checking 
the priorities and outcomes for 
the area; consider the projects 
in terms of their bene�ts, cost, 
value for money, cross-over 
and interdependencies with 
other projects; identifying 
funding options for delivery 
and addressing budget gaps; 

identify responsibilities and 
timescales for delivery in the 
short, medium and long term.

�e proposed engagement 
events will be carried out in 
two stages during December 
and early January. �e �rst 
event will involve lead part-
ners, agencies, development 
trusts, project leads and key 
community representatives.

�e second event would 
broaden the audience to include 
the wider public and any other 
interested parties.  All events 
will be held online. Interactive 
mapping may be used to engage 
the audience and act as a forum 
for collating feedback.

�e investment plan will be 
�nalised at the start of 2021 
and a �nal dra� is intended 
to be presented to the Area 
Committee on March 1 for 
approval.

New licence fees for residential 
caravan sites in Lochaber
New fees for residential 
caravan site licence applica-
tions in Lochaber have been 
approved by �e Highland 
Council’s Communities and 
Place Committee, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

�e new fees are estimated 
to a�ect around 20 residential 
caravan sites across Highland 
region.

Site operators will be re-
quired to apply to Highland 
Council’s Environmental 
Health Service for a licence un-
der the ‘Licensing of Relevant 
Permanent Sites (Scotland) 
Regulations’.

�e legislation and licensing 
scheme were introduced to 
provide protection for resi-
dents living on permanent 
sites to provide a secure envi-
ronment for them to live safely, 

while taking into account the 
amenity of the site.

�e council will be encourag-
ing site operators to apply over 
a six-month period with sites 
in Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch 
and Strathspey invited to apply 
in December 2020; sites in 
Caithness and Sutherland to 
apply in March 2021 and sites 
in Ross and Cromarty, Skye 
and Lochaber invited to apply 
in May 2021.

�e cost of administering 
the new licence will depend 
on caravan site sizes and will 
range from one unit at £328 
for a new licence to £650 for 
a site with 41 or more units. 
A renewed licence will be 
required every �ve years with 
an application fee of £268 for 
one unit, up to £492 for 41 or 
more units.

Musdale Wind Farm Proposal

The exhibition will provide a variety of information for people 
to learn more about the project, as well as an opportunity 
to arrange one-to-one calls with the project team during the 
consultation period to discuss the project and ask questions.

People can also request hard copies of the exhibition information, 
from the date of the event, by calling 01434 611300.

We’re keen to understand people‘s thoughts and gather 
feedback on the proposal as part of the consultation. Anyone 
wishing to provide feedback should submit their comments in 
writing to Vattenfall via the online exhibition survey, by email 
to musdale.windfarm@vattenfall.com or by post to Musdale 
Project Team, St Andrew’s House, Haugh Lane, Hexham, 
Northumberland, NE46 3QQ.

The consultation closing date for feedback to Vattenfall on the 
proposal at this stage is Tuesday 2nd February 2021. There will 
be a further opportunity to comment on the project later in the 
design development process.

Any comments submitted to Vattenfall on the proposal at this time are not 
representations to the determining authority (Scottish Government’s Energy 
Consents Unit). Should a formal Section 36 application for consent be submitted 
for this proposal there will be an opportunity at that time for people to submit formal 
comments to the determining authority.

This online exhibition is being held remotely in line with Scottish Government 
Covid-19 guidance on pre-application consultation events.

Vattenfall is in the early stages of exploring a potential  
26-turbine wind farm at Musdale, approximately 5.5 km south 

east of Kilmore village, near Oban.

An online exhibition and pre-application 
consultation will be launched on Tuesday  
8th December 2020 via the project website  
at www.vattenfall.co.uk/musdale to engage  
with the local community on the project.

4097_Vattenfall_Musdale_WF_Advert_Nov20_V2_FIN.indd   1 13/11/2020   17:04

Vattenfall is in the early stages 
of exploring the development 
of a wind farm at Musdale. 
�e project is around 9km 
south east of Oban and will 
consist of up to 26 turbines 
with a maximum blade tip 
height of 200m.

An online exhibition and 
consultation will be launched 
on December 8 at www.
vattenfall.co.uk/musdale to 
provide further information 
on the proposal, and a news-
letter will be sent to local 
households in advance of 
the exhibition to help raise 
awareness. 

One-to-one calls will also 
be available, for people to 
discuss the proposal with 
the project team and ask any 
questions that they may have.

Frank Elsworth, Vattenfall’s 
UK Development Director 
for Onshore Wind, 
said:    ‘Scotland is a front 
runner in onshore wind 

Edinbane Wind Farm has been operational since 2010 – 18 turbines with a total installed 
capacity of 41.4MW. Image courtesy of Vattenfall.

Frank Elsworth.

Vattenfall proposes new wind 
energy project in Argyllshire

energy compared to the rest 
of the UK and is reaping the 
bene�ts for the environment, 
communities and businesses. 

‘Vattenfall wants to work 
with the local community 
and businesses to explore how 
we can create opportunities 
and bene�ts for the local area 
through community invest-
ment, skills development, 
jobs and employment.’

Alison Daugherty, Senior 
Project Manager for 

Vattenfall, explained: ‘We 
want to discuss our plans 
with the local community 
early, so that they can in�u-
ence the design of the project 
and discuss the opportunities 
that the wind farm could 
create locally. I would like to 
encourage the community to 
visit our online event and get 
involved in the consultation 
by sharing their thoughts and 
ideas with us.

‘We look forward to col-
laborating with the people 
who live and work here as we 
develop the project.’ 

A Scoping Report for 
the project was submitted 
last week to the Scottish 
Government. If consented, 
the wind farm could produce 
enough electricity to pow-
er around 117,500 UK homes 
annually.

Further information can be 
found on the project website at 
www.vattenfall.co.uk/musdale.

Advertorial
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NHS Highland’s options 
appraisal process for health 
services in North Skye 
restarted this week.

� e process started earlier 
this year but was paused due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
But NHS Highland 
said meetings would be 
re-scheduled as soon as it 
was possible to do so.

Four events will be held 
digitally between December 
and February to consider 
future options for speci� c 
health and social care 
services in the area. � e 
� rst event, last Wednesday, 
was an introductory session 
which updated people on 
how services have changed 
in response to the pandemic 
and how this will be consid-
ered when thinking about 
options for north Skye.

David Park, NHS 
Highland’s deputy chief 
executive, said: ‘NHS 
Highland will work in 
partnership with the Skye 
overview steering group to 
host four options appraisal 

sessions on the internet. 
� e sessions will be held on 
the video conferencing site 
Zoom and will be accessible 
via computer, tablet or smart 
phone.

‘In addition, members 
of the options appraisal 
community planning group, 
supported by a community 
engagement o�  cer - Sophie 
Isaacson, Portree and 
Braes Community Trust 
- will engage with their 
communities between the 
digital sessions. Community 
representatives will be using 
di� erent ways to seek the 
views of local people. As 
with the previously planned 
events, the options appraisal 
will involve a mixture of 
representatives from the 
community, voluntary or 
third sector, health and 
social care sta� , managers, 
clinicians and partner 
organisations.

Representatives from each 
group have been invited to 
take part to ensure di� ering 
views are included.

NHS chiefs restart 
north Skye process

Frank Cottrell-Boyce, author 
of the best-selling book 
Millions, and his wife Denise 
have gi� ed a creative lock-
down Nativity kit for primary 
schools to the school feeding 
charity Mary’s Meals.

� e virtual Nativity kit, 
which comes complete with 
instructions and handy hints 
on � lming, costumes and edit-
ing, is the ideal festive resource 
for primary schools in a year 
when many teachers have had 
to consider cancelling their 
annual Christmas play as a 
result of the pandemic.

� e husband-and-wife team, 
who are long-time supporters 
of Mary’s Meals – a charity that 
reaches more than 1.6 million 
hungry children in some of the 
world’s poorest countries with 
a daily school meal – have de-
veloped two easy to memorise 
rhyming scripts for infant and 
junior school children.

� ese can be � lmed on 
smartphones and assembled 
into a single play, meaning 
that children who are socially 
isolated at home can still take 
part, united with their school 

Double The Love aims to reach more hungry children in 
Liberia with life-changing meals. Photograph: Chris Watt.

friends in the � nal short � lm 
– perfect for sharing on social 
media or school websites.

Frank explained: ‘Our parish 
choir has been supporting 
Mary’s Meals with an annual 
concert, so we knew and 
admired the simple justice of 
their mission – connecting 
food and education.

‘� is seemed the obvious 
place to take the idea of the 
Lockdown Nativity.

‘Everyone remembers who 
they were in their school 

Nativity play. � e idea that 
some schools or parishes 
might not have one this year 
seemed heart-breaking, so we 
came up with this simple way 
to tell the tale anew.’

Emma Hutton, head of grass-
roots engagement at Mary’s 
Meals says: ‘We’re so grateful 
to Frank and Denise for creat-
ing this unique Nativity kit in 
support of our work.

‘It comes at a perfect time 
as teachers are planning their 
Christmas activities and 

we’re sure the plays will bring 
delight to children, teachers 
and parents. We hope schools 
will spread the joy by sharing 
their � nished � lms on social 
media and donating to Mary’s 
Meals if they can, especially at 
this time when our Double � e 
Love campaign means public 
donations are being matched 
by the UK government to help 
reach more hungry children in 
Liberia.’

It costs just £15.90 to feed a 
child for a school year with 
Mary’s Meals, but their Double 
� e Love appeal means two 
children will be fed for just 
£15.90. Give until January 31 
2021 and the UK government 
will match public donations up 
to £2 million.

Funding raised will allow 
Mary’s Meals, founded in 2002 
by Dalma lly resident Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow, to reach 
more than 43,000 hungry chil-
dren in Bong County, Liberia, 
with a life-changing meal at 
school.

To download the lockdown 
Nativity kit marysmeals.org.
uk/nativity.

Nativity show can go on

If you want some amazingly tasty sausage rolls 
then this is the recipe for you. Once prepared they 
can be frozen and kept in the freezer and cooked 
from frozen. Alternatively cook right away.

Ingredients
• 900G Quality pork sausage meat. Do not skimp 

use a local butcher or equivalent supermarket 
sausages.

• 2 320g Puff  pastry ready rolled sheets
• 4 slices of white bread
• 1 medium onion (optional)
• 2 eggs (beaten) 
• 1 Teaspoon grated nutmeg
• Salt and pepper to taste

Method
Finely chop onions and place in a sauce pan with 
a knob of butter. You just want to soften them, 
about ten minutes. Do not allow to brown so 
keep heat relatively low.
Place the bread in a food processer or blender 
to create some soft fi ne breadcrumbs. Place the 
sausage meat in a large mixing bowl and add the 
softened onions, one beaten egg, nutmeg, salt 
and pepper. Mix using a large wooden spoon or 
use your hands to mix. Once mixed set aside and 
prepare the puff  pastry. 
Roll out both sheets on a worksurface. Using a 
knife cut the pastry down its length in the middle. 

SAUSAGE ROLLS

You will now have four pastry rectangles. Take 
the sausage meat and create a sausage shape 
down the centre of each rectangle until it is all 
used. Using the other beaten egg, paint the 
pastry edges with egg and fold over the pastry 
and using a fork press the folded edge to seal. 
Prick over the top with a fork. Using a sharp 
knife cut into the desired length. Paint with the 
remainder of beaten egg. If freezing, freeze on 
a baking tray. Once frozen you can place these 
into freezer bags or a container. 

Cooking
To cook, place on baking sheet and place in a 
pre-heated oven 180-200 degrees for about 20 
minutes or till cooked through.

Brought to you by BID4Oban
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A six-month pilot with a char-
itable organisation, initially 
intended as an out-of-hours 
service transporting lab sam-
ples, has risen to the challenges 
presented by Covid-19.

Intended to be trialled as 
a service to deliver urgent 
samples and supplies between 
hospitals, Highlands and 
Islands Blood Bikes (HIABB) 
has responded to 480 calls and 
clocked up more than 92,000 
miles in the last six months.

� e group’s assistance during 
the pandemic has been hugely 
appreciated by NHS Highland.

Alex Javed, service manager 
for laboratories with NHS 
Highland, said: ‘When the 
pandemic was declared many 
of us found that we had to 
change both how we worked 
and what we did in response to 
what was needed and the same 
can be said for the volunteers 

with Blood Bikes. � ey quickly 
started distributing test kits 
and returning samples to the 
labs for us, o� en with not 
much notice. No ‘ask’ is too 
big for them. � ey have been 
so valuable to us during this 
time.’

Previously NHS Highland 
spent an average £5,000 a 
month on taxis carrying ur-
gent samples and/or tests.

� e pilot has been so suc-
cessful NHS Highland is now 
moving to have a service level 
agreement with the charity so 
it can continue to work along-
side the health board provid-
ing the service.

Ross Sharp, Highland and 
Islands Blood Bikes president, 
said: ‘We are a small charity 
and we were just getting 
started when the pandemic 
hit. Fortunately we were able 
to change the delivery of our 
service quickly in response 
to the pandemic and we are 
absolutely delighted that our 

relationship with the NHS is to 
continue.

‘Donations and volunteers 
are what keep us going and 
fundraising, in particular, has 
been very di�  cult for us but we 
continue to respond when the 
NHS asks and we hope to do so 
for the foreseeable future.

‘It’s not just riders that are 
involved and I’d ask anyone 
who has any free time and 
wants to give something back 
to the community to have 
a look at our website www.
haibloodbikes.co.uk or � nd 
us on Facebook where you can 
� nd out about all the di� erent 
roles needed. � ere is a role for 
everyone. You can also make 
donations to us and we are 
particularly keen to speak to 
potential sponsors.

‘We pride ourselves on being 
there when the NHS asks. In 
doing so this helps the NHS 
provide a better service to the 
community, for which we are 
all grateful.’

Blood Bike pilot is huge 
success across Highlands

HAIBB president Ross Sharp on one of the Blood Bikes.

A policy to ensure no child 
goes hungry at school has 
left Highland Council with a 
‘signi� cant level’ of historic 
debt regarding the payment 
of school meals.

A report considered at the 
Highland Council Audit and 
Scrutiny Committee last 
week suggested that, given 
the age of the debt, further 
management action would 
be needed to reduce or 
write o�  the amounts due.

The debt also re� ects the 
local authority’s pro-active 
approach in ensuring no 
child goes hungry at school 
which means no pupil is 
refused a meal because 
of insu�  cient funds or no 
other arrangement being in 
place for a lunchtime meal. 

The council understands 
there will be occasions 
where payment is not made 
in advance and a process 
exists to support pupils and 
subsequently collect the 
money due. 

It currently provides 
approximately 18,000 
lunches per day at 173 
primary schools and 29 
secondary schools.

 

No child will go 
without lunch, 
despite debt
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Kilmallie Community Council 
is to seek an assurance from 
Lochaber Rugby Club that if 
the latter acquires legal owner-
ship of its Banavie pitch, near-
by car park and an old swing 
park, these will not be sold o�  
at any point in the future.

Lochaber Rugby Club is 
hoping community asset 
transfer legislation will allow 
it to acquire legal ownership of 
its pitch, nearby car park and 
old swing park area which all 
currently belong to Highland 
Council.

Community council secre-
tary Russell Leaper told the 
November meeting of the 
community council that the 
club had requested a letter of 
support for its plans.

‘I think it’s good we support 

the club but we would need to 
be sure that what are currently 
public assets are not lost to 
community use in the future,’ 
said Councillor Leaper.

‘If we are to support the club 
in its plans, I think we need 
a very strong assurance that 
these assets will not be sold o�  
at any point in the future and 
will remain community assets 
in some shape or form.’

His fellow community 
councillors agreed this was an 
appropriate course of action 
and the council will contact 
the rugby club to seek such 
assurances.

When the Lochaber Times 
� rst reported the club’s plans 
in October, the club said: ‘As a 
club, we are always looking for 
ways to develop on and o�  the 
pitch. 

‘Any future plans have 
community at the heart of our 
decision making and we would 

Lochaber Rugby Football 
Club wants to acquire legal 
ownership of its Banavie 
pitch.

Kilmallie to seek assurances on 
rugby club asset transfer plans

like for that to be represented.’
Highland Council also 

con� rmed in October that the 
council did own the playing 
� eld and play area. However, 
title investigation would be 

required to con� rm the extent 
of the council’s ownership and 
any restrictions on disposal of 
the land.

‘� e council has a clear 
community asset transfer pro-

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

cess available to community 
groups and o�  cers will assist 
any group wishing to explore a 
potential asset transfer,’ the lo-
cal authority told the Lochaber 
Times last month.

‘If we are to support 
the club in its plans, I 
think we need a very 
strong assurance that 
these assets will not be 
sold o�  at any point in 
the future 
and will remain 
community assets in 
some shape or form’

The gift of a good book
New survey reveals importance of reading in times of stress
Scottish Book Trust, the 
national charity changing lives 
through reading and writing, 
has launched a Christmas fund-
raising appeal to give books to 
families in need.

Many families will be strug-
gling this Christmas, with 
demand for food banks in 
Scotland more than doubling 
during lockdown and set to rise. 
Scottish Book Trust’s appeal 
aims to bring some comfort and 
togetherness over the festive 
season by giving books to fam-
ilies who are depending food 
banks and community hubs. 

A new survey1, run by the 
charity during lockdown, has 

revealed 92% of respondents 
agreed that reading is important 
to them in times of stress or 
anxiety. Reading made people 
feel less isolated (64%) and 98% 
agreed that reading supports 
their wellbeing. Nine out of ten 
respondents also said reasons 
for reading in lockdown were 
to escape, relax and that it 
made them happy. � ey also 
highlighted reading to escape as 
a child when they were in di�  -
cult situations, or to cope with 
mental health issues as an adult. 

Marc Lambert, CEO Scottish 
Book Trust, commented: “We 
know many families across 
Scotland are facing extremely 

di�  cult circumstances.  Our 
new research has really under-
lined the di� erence that having 
access to books and stories 
makes, including family bond-
ing, a sense of escapism and 
improving mental health and 
wellbeing. � is appeal aims to 
spread some joy and bring calm 
and togetherness for families at 
a time of ever increasing need.  
Everyone deserves a little bit of 
magic at Christmas so please do 
donate £5 if you can.”

Research2 has also shown fam-
ilies with children are being hit 
hardest, with a 95% increase in 
food parcels given to households 
with kids during the pandemic. 

Scottish Book Trust is working 
with food banks and commu-
nity hubs across Scotland to 
reach as many families in need 
as possible. 

A number of publishers are 
also supporting the appeal with 
donations of books from Simon 
& Schuster, Walker Books, Nosy 
Crow, Collins, Egmont, Harper 
Collins and author Cat Cubie.

For further information on 
how to support Scottish Book 
Trust’s Christmas Book Appeal, 
please visit scottishbooktrust.
com/ChristmasAppeal

Advertorial

Clockwise from top left: Sue O’Neill-Berest, Cyrenians Service 
Manager for Food Education at FareShare, Leith; Lynne Collie, 
Cyrenians FareShare Service Manager; Scottish Book Trust 
CEO Marc Lambert and Fundraising Manager Victoria Sampson.

Sources:
1 Scottish Book Trust. (2020). Reading in Scotland.
2 Heriot-Watt University and the National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research
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A caring Fort William woman, 
who lost her cousin to cancer, 
has been chosen to launch an 
appeal for Scots to give the gi� 
of time this Christmas and 
help get life saving research 
back on track, writes Fiona 
Scott.

Sharon Smith was heartbro-
ken when Laura Barr died in 
2018, aged 51, a�er a four-year 
battle with a brain tumour.

�e cousins, who were born 
within months of each other, 
grew up together, sharing 
the same family parties and 
Christmas celebrations. Now 
Sharon is spearheading an 
urgent campaign for people to 
sign up to volunteer in Cancer 
Research UK’s 83 shops across 
Scotland.

Last year, the Cancer 
Research UK Scottish outlets 
raised more than £13.5 million, 
but in 2020, a�er months of 

Fort woman leads appeal 
for lifesaving volunteers

ers and about how she could 
support research so other 
families would bene�t from 
better treatments for cancer in 
the future. 

‘She raised more than £5,000 
when she took part in Race 
for Life with us a�er being 
diagnosed so I think she’d 
understand exactly why now 
more than ever it’s important 
to keep things going.

‘If anyone out there is 
thinking of volunteering, I’d 
say don’t hesitate. It’s a great 
feeling to be part of a com-
munity helping to beat cancer 
and you’d get a very warm 
welcome.’

Latest �gures show that 
Cancer Research UK has lost 
nearly 3,500 shop volunteers 
across the UK since June. 
�is includes many dedicated 

volunteers with decades of ex-
perience who have been unable 
to return to the charity shop 
�oor due to health reasons 
during the pandemic. 

But the charity needs help 
now to keep its shops running 
at full capacity in the lead-up 
to Christmas.

A few hours can make a huge 
di�erence and it can be a great 
way of adding to your CV.

Tasks can include everything 
from sorting through donated 
stock to dressing the shop 
window or serving customers 
at the till.

To �nd out more about how 
you can volunteer or donate, 
pop in to the shop at 8 Tweedale 
buildings, High Street, Fort 
William, or call 01397 705116.

People can also sign up by vis-
iting www.cancerresearchuk.
org/get-involved/volunteer/
volunteer-in-our-shops

devastating shop closures due 
to lockdown, the charity saw 
the number of volunteers drop 
by nearly half. Shop closures 

during lockdown and fund-
raising event cancellations, 
mean the charity is expecting 
a staggering £160 million drop 
in income across the UK in the 
year ahead.

Sharon, who is the manager 
of Fort William’s Cancer 
Research UK shop, knows 
exactly how vital it is that 
funds continue to be raised for 
research in to gentler and more 
e�ective treatments for cancer. 
She thinks every day of her 
cousin who was a former sta� 
nurse at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital in Paisley.

‘I miss Laura’s laughter, her 
smile and that sparkle which 
was always in her eyes,’ she 
said. ‘I was so proud of her and 
I know that through her job as 
a sta� nurse she helped many 
people. 

‘All through her illness, 
Laura was thinking about oth-

Sharon Smith is appealing 
for more volunteers to help 
in Cancer Research UK shops 
in Scotland.

Sharon Smith, 
right, with her 
cousin Laura 
Barr who died 
from cancer in 
March 2018.
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Ann an dùbhlachd dhorch’ a’ gheamhraidh cha 
b’ e àm bu ghainne spòrs, greis air sùgradh, 
greis a’ dannsa, greis ri canntaireachd is ceòl!  
Canaidh cuid gun robh an dealbh a thug Niall 
mac Dhòmhnaill nan Òran air gleann òige 
tuilleadh is romansach, agus gun robh i a’ 
seachnadh fìrinn air choreigin. Dh’� aodadh 
sin a bhith gu ìre ach as na dh’� oghlam mise 
a’ fàs suas san sgìre sin, nuair a bha Gàidhlig 
aig a’ mhòr-chuid, bha làn-mhothachadh aig an 
t-sluagh air bàrdachd theaghlaich Dhòmhnaill 
MhicLeòid agus bha iad moiteil às. Chan eil 
duine dhan urrainn a dhol às àicheadh gun 
robh na cur-seachadan seo a’ tachairt air 
Ghàidhealtachd, a dh’aindeoin gach cruadal 
beatha agus bochdainn a bh’ ann, agus nach 
aighearach cuideachd an dealbh aig Màiri Mhòr 
“a’ falbh sa gheamhradh gu luaidh is bainnsean, 
gun solas lainnteir ach ceann an � òid!” 

� a a’  Ghàidhealtachd againn glè 
eadar-dhealaichte an-diugh agus chan � ios dè 
shaoileadh an � eadhainn a bha beò ceud gu 
leth bliadhna air ais mu gach goireas a tha a’ 
socrachadh beatha làitheil a-nise seach mar a b’ 
aithne dhaibhsan an uairsin. ’S neònach mura 
biodh iad farmadach ann an cuid a dhòighean, 
agus bhiodh iad air leth tàmailteach cuideachd 
a’ faicinn cho mòr ‘s a tha an dualchas, a bha cho 
bunaiteach nan latha-san, air seargadh. 

� a gach cnoc is allt, gach loch-mara is bogha, 
mar a bha iad, ach chan eil mòran air � àgail a 
chuireas an ainmean Gàidhlig riutha tuilleadh. 
Far an robh bailtean dripeil le sluagh òg sgairteil 
tha an-diugh sgoiltean, agus � ù ’s mòran de na 

h-eaglaisean, a bha cho cudromach ann am bea-
tha nan coimhearsnachdan gan dùnadh. Chan 
e idir nach eil daoine gasta anns na bailtean sin, 
ach leis gur e luchd-imrich a th’ ann an uimhir 
tha eachdraidh agus dualchas sgìreil a’ dol à 
sealladh. 

Gun teagamh bhiodh co-� aireachdainn 
aig na seann Ghàidheil sin rinn uile a thaobh 
buaidh agus cunnart a’ choròna-bhìorais, oir 
bha eòlas gu leòr acasan air tinneis mharbhtach 
far nach robh leigheas sam bith neo � ù ’s, glè 
thric, taic dotair aca. Ach nach mi tha dubhach, 
is an Nollaig dìreach beagan is trì seachdainean 
romhainn! ’S � iach dhuinn uile aig amannan 
comhairle a ghabhail bho leithid na sgrìobh 
Màiri Mhòr! 

‘� iormaich mi sin suas mo dheòir, ’s thòisich 
mi air seinn mo cheòil, chumail m’ aigne air a 
dòigh – tha cunnart anns a’ bhròn air uair’.  

Bidh iomadh beachd eadar-dhealaichte aig 
daoine air an tiodhlac a b’ � eàrr a dh’iarradh 
iad aig a’ Nollaig, agus gun teagamh bidh 
cothrom coinneachadh le buill teaghlaich agus 
dlùth-charaidean nam measg sin. Dh’iarrainn 
na cothroman sin dhuibh gu dearbh, agus 
cuideachd banachdach shoirbheachail tràth sa 
Bhliadhn’ Ùr a chuidicheas ar saoghal a thoirt 
air ais gu ìre na h-àbhaisteachd a b’ aithne 
dhuinn. 

� e company of family and friends will be high 
on many Christmas wish lists. May you all enjoy 
such and an early vaccination to hasten our 
return to some normality.

Fine A82 litter louts
Driving into Oban this morning, I commented 
again on the impressively clean streets. Each  
time I have been aware of this, I have also been 
aware of a hard working, yellow-coated  council 
employee who obviously takes great pride in 
his work. I hope this workforce is aware of how 
much their daily task is appreciated.  

In direct contrast to the litter-free streets of 
Oban, are the litter strewn verges of the A82. 
Driving home from an essential visit to Glasgow 
on Friday, I noticed not just the occasional plastic 
bottle, food wrapper, drinks can, but that there 
was absolutely no grassy area free of such litter 
between the Arden roundabout and Tarbet.  

I pulled into a layby near Luss for a picnic 
lunch. � e layby is not visible from the A82 and  
had been used to dump a pile of old lorry tyres, 
carrier bags of old clothes and more ‘normal’ 
litter. 

� e A82 is one of the country’s most scenic 
routes. Argyll is one of the most beautiful parts 
of Scotland and yet we allow this litter vandalism 
to blight our countryside.  

Identifying drivers and cyclists who discard 
their rubbish en route must be a  challenge, how-
ever, we do have littering laws. Lomond National 
Park employ rangers. A few � nes issued for 
littering would surely help a change of mindset.  

Doreen Henderson, North Connel.

Salmon farming hired gun
For years I have noticed that as night follows day, 
a letter critical of salmon farming is followed the 
very next week by a letter from Dr Martin Ja� a 
rebutting it. 

Who is he? Intrigued, I turned to Google and 
discovered Dr Ja� a is a consultant working for 
the salmon farming industry – a hired gun. No 
wonder his correspondence is so persistent and 
so one-sided. 

Unsurprisingly, therefore, his argument that 
escaped farmed salmon have no negative impact 
on the wild population is directly contrary to 
the science. As just one example, see the ICES 
Journal of Marine Science paper, � e Major 
� reats to Atlantic Salmon in Norway (2017), 
which concluded that ‘escaped farmed Atlantic 
salmon is a direct threat to the genetic integrity 
of the wild populations; will likely reduce the 
number of returning adults over time’ and was 
classi� ed as ‘the most serious threat to the wild 
populations’. Dr Ja� a must know this. 

Norway takes the protection of its wild salmon 
population much more seriously than Scotland, 
which is why so many of the big Scottish salmon 
farmers are owned by Norwegian entities – reg-

ulation is strict in Norway, so they come here to 
take advantage of the lax standards allowed by 
Holyrood then use their hired guns to deny the 
ill-e� ects of what they are doing. Shame on them 
all.

Tom Adam, Onich.

Highland Hospice here to help
At Highland Hospice we know Christmas can 
be especially hard for our patients and their 
families.  

For many, this will be their last Christmas 
and it is so important they can spend it with the 
people that matter the most to them. 

For some families this will be their � rst 
Christmas without their loved one, bringing 

back feelings of loss as well as many happy 
memories. � anks to your support, our amazing 
team can look a� er people as they navigate this 
di�  cult time.

Nurses in our inpatient unit, our Helping 
Hands befrienders will maintain contact with 
their new friends and reduce, as best they can, 
feelings of loneliness and isolation, and our 
Bereavement Support Team will lend a listening 
ear for those struggling with the loss of someone 
special to them. 

Across the Highlands, your contributions will 
be helping our sta�  and volunteers make a real 
di� erence to individuals and families in need.  

� ank you, we are so grateful for this support.
Andrew Leaver, Head of Fundraising.

Let’s get behind MSP’s A82 
campaign to help save lives
We make no apologies for again publicising 
Kate Forbes’ online survey this week, which 
is calling on Lochaber residents to have their 
say about upgrading the A82 and what sec-
tions they feel should be tackled as a priority.

And now Ferguson Transport and Shipping 
boss Alasdair Ferguson is getting behind the 
campaign.

Since 2017, more than 20 people have lost 
their lives on the trunk road and there have 
been a spate of accidents in recent weeks – 
sadly including another fatality. And while 
millions are spent upgrading other major 
trunk routes in Scotland, the A82 has been 
ignored.

Now is time for action. We wholeheartedly 
support Ms Forbes’ campaign and urge our 
readers to get involved.

Visitors, businesses, residents, we all rely 
on this arterial route and we deserve better.

You have a few more weeks to have your say 
and can � nd the survey at www.surveymon-
key.co.uk/r/VJZLKL3

So please don’t waste this opportunity. � is 
campaign needs all the support we can o� er 
if we are to get the road improvements that 
are so badly needed.
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LOCHABER

Community asset transfers 
approved by councillors
Community asset transfers have been approved 
for Corpach and Spean Bridge. � e transfers 
agreed at � e Highland Council’s Communities 
and Place Committee last week are for the sale 
of community centre car park in Corpach to 
Kilmallie Community Centre for £7,500 and the 
inclusion of another car park in the extent of land 
to be transferred at Spean Bridge Community 
Centre to Spean Bridge Community Centre 
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation.

Councillors also agreed to the sale of 
Lochinver Mission Centre in Sutherland to 
Assynt Development Trust for £1.

Committee chairman Councillor Allan 
Henderson said: ‘Successful community asset 
transfers are great news for our  communities 
and � e Highland Council remains commit-
ted even in these di�  cult times to facilitate 
applications.

‘Community asset transfers contribute to one 
of the council’s key strategic priorities which 
aims to encourage community led and run 
services involving more people in local decision 
making.’

Community asset transfer requests can be 
made under the Community Empowerment Act 
and all three approved last week by Highland 
councillors are subject to terms of transfer.

 

Ministry unites to respond to 
Lochaber community needs
� e Church of Scotland in Lochaber has de-
veloped a new way of working in order to be 
more � exible and responsive to the needs of 
communities.

� ey have done this by creating one large 
charge with a number of places of worship and a 
ministry team to serve the whole area.

Duncansburgh MacIntosh and Kilmallie 
are now united in a single organisation - Fort 
William Kilmallie. 

� at congregation has three places of worship 
– Corpach, Caol and on � e Parade in Fort 

William – and all of these are continuing to be 
used.

� e congregation is linked with Kilmonivaig, 
covering Spean Bridge and Roy Bridge. � e 
group will be served by a ministry team, who 
will work closely together.

Parish minister for the new group is Reverend 
Richard Baxter, who adds Kilmallie to his pre-
vious role with Duncansburgh MacIntosh and 
Kilmonivaig.

� e team will include Reverend Morag 
Muirhead, ordained minister, and Mr Bill Skene, 
reader. � e congregation is looking forward to 
welcoming a new full-time team minister early 
next year.

Explaining the reason for the changes, 
Reverend Richard Baxter said: ‘It makes sense 
to work as a team over the whole area instead of 
in separate units.

‘Everyone around our communities uses the 
same health centre, the same high school, the 
same hospital and the same shops.

‘Our way of working as a church needs to be 
updated to re� ect the realities of life. � is helps 
us to share resources and to work together on 
the same mission of sharing the good news 

Richard Baxter, who is now minister of Fort 
William Kilmallie linked with Kilmonivaig, 
outside the church in Corpach.

� e delayed annual general meeting of Plockton 
Small Boat Sailing Club was held through Zoom 
on November 7. Fi� een people took part.

With no regatta in 2020, fewer memberships 
were paid, so funds are low but membership fees 
will stay the same.

Commodore Fiona Mackenzie, together 
with secretary and membership secretary Neil 
Macrae, treasurer Martin Clark and sailing 
secretary Michael Hay all agreed to stay in their 
posts for another year.

Lauren Glasgow was elected as the new welfare 
o�  cer, while Morag Amos, Malcolm Reid, 
Tristan Southall and Daisy Reeves-Womble all 
stood down from the committee, along with 
timekeeper Sarah Bruce.

� at leaves the committee with only four 
members – Ian Hay, Alexander Mackenzie, 
Alasdair Mackenzie and Kevin Baird.

Replacements were hard to � nd so presently 

PLOCKTON

LEWIS

wherever we can.’ Asked what changes church 
members and others would see, Richard said: 
‘� ere will be a variety of voices and styles in 
our worship in each place, as members of the 
team will work across the area.

‘It should help us to be more � exible for organ-
ising life events, so people will be free to use our 
buildings and teams in whatever combinations 
meet their needs. 

‘We already share online worship, along 
with printed and email worship resources, so 
we’re building on what we have already been 
developing.’

Although this may look like a new way of work-
ing, Richard said Kilmallie and Kilmonivaig 
were two of the largest parishes in Scotland in 
centuries past.

‘Historically, Fort William was part of 
Kilmallie, so in some ways we are reconstruct-
ing a very old arrangement, as well as creating a 
new one,’ he added.

Richard said: ‘I hope we can develop a strong 
and varied team, working together with people 
from all parts of the parish to revitalise the life 
and worship of the whole church.

‘As for what we hope to achieve, our aim is 
simply to try and � nd out what God is doing 
and to join in.’ Point and Sandwick Trust in 

UK  ‘roll of honour’
� e work of Point and Sandwick Trust over the 
course of the pandemic has been recognised 
at a special event bringing together the UK’s 
social enterprise community.

� e community wind farm charity has 
been named in Social Enterprise UK’s Roll of 
Honour.

Social Enterprise UK’s alternative to a tradi-
tional awards ceremony in this most unusual 
of years, the Roll of Honour ‘acknowledges 
those individuals and businesses which, over 
the course of an extremely challenging year, 
have demonstrated the strength, passion and 
resilience which is so characteristic of the 
social enterprise sector’.

Two years ago, Point and Sandwick Trust won 
the title of UK Environmental Social Enterprise 
of the Year at the UK Social Enterprise Awards, 
in what completed a hat trick of awards for the 
community wind farm charity in 2018.

the club has no vice commodore, timekeeper, 
principal instructor or social convener. � ere 
are also vacancies on the committee.

� e dates for the 2021 Regatta Fortnight are 
July 26 to August 8.

� e club has compiled a list of cup winners 
since the club was formed in 1933. Ian Hay is 
top with 108 cups, followed by his son, Michael, 
with 71 cups.  

In third place is the now-retired Angus Gillies 
with 62 cups.
Successful Christmas exhibition
A successful Christmas exhibition and sale of 
cra� s, organised by Lochalsh Arts Group, was 
held in Plockton hall from November 1-15.
Covid-19 makes village quiet
With four residents in Plockton diagnosed with 
Covid-19 on November 12 and pupils from the 
high school told to stay out of the village and 
others self isolating, the village has been very 
quiet.  

� ankfully, the four residents have a very mild 
form of the virus and are resting at home.
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Fiadh à Fireach - A Deer 
from the Hill is your new 
local shop for wild ven-
ison harvested from the 
hills of Lochaber and 
Badenoch. Located on 
Ben Nevis Way, opposite 

the recycling centre, 
they offer a range of 
easy-to-cook venison 
products at affordable 
prices.
Their goal is to get more 
people eating venison. 

This low-fat, high-protein 
meat is a brilliant way 
to add local produce to 
your diet. Wild herds of 
red deer roam Jahama 
Highland Estates, and 
the professional staff 
team carries out a 
carefully-managed cull 
of stags and hinds to 
make sure the deer live 
in balance with their en-
vironment. The cull gen-
erates venison, which 
is then processed by a 
Highland butcher on 
the Estate and turned 
into burgers, sausages, 
steaks and a range of 
other tasty products.
With low food miles, a 
mild taste – no strong 
gamey fl avours here! 

Lochaber loves local
Add some local produce to your diet

w i n t e r
Your Lochaber. Your Christmas.

this

SHOP

Support Local  Shop Local  Love Local

Proud to be a part of the Lochaber community

Wishing every household in 
Lochaber a wonderful Christmas

It begins with the passion 
and ends with the taste.
As a responsible landowner, JAHAMA Highland Estates is dedicated 

to delivering the very best Wild Venison for our local communities.

After ethical harvesting during the season, 
our wild venison is prepared in the heart of 
the Estate lands by an experienced Highland 
butcher. Low-fat and high in protein, iron and 
zinc, our tender, succulent wild venison is the 
perfect addition to your plate.

Join us at the local pop-up shop today and choose your cut.

www.jahamahighlandestates.com

NOWOPEN

JHE_Half Page_259x160mm_FINAL.indd   2 22/10/2020   12:58
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– and great health cre-
dentials, local venison 
can and should become 
a regular feature in your 
weekly meals. Just use 
it like beef or lamb, in 
stews, curries, lasagne 
or chili con carne. For 
your Sunday roast, they 

have venison fi llets and 
haunches. Christmas 
orders are now being 
taken for collection 
from the shop, please 
contact highland@
jahamaestates.com for 
more information or fi nd 
them on Facebook.
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You are local and love 
Lochaber so why are 
you doing so much of 
your shopping on line or 
elsewhere?
We call it the candle 
conundrum.
There is a famous, 
international candle 
company.  You can buy 
their goods via their 
website, on TV shopping 
channels and city-cen-
tre stores.
Guess what?  You can 
walk down Fort William 
High Street to at least 
two premises we know 
of and pick up the same 
candles and smell them 
for yourselves.

No waiting, no guess-
ing. What you see (and 
smell) is what you get; 
no paying for petrol or 
postage.
And switch this thinking to 
so many more products. 
Our local Lochaber shops 
thrive because they 
know the local market 
place and its consumers’ 
wants and needs.
An online disappoint-
ment means a returned 
parcel via a wait for a 
courier, a trip to a drop-
off point or post office.  
Guess what again? You 
are shopping locally for 
a return service so why 
on earth didn’t you just 

go out and buy the ac-
tual product here in the 
first place.
Every £ spent locally mul-
tiplies in benefit to the 
Lochaber community. 
Your cash or card over 
the counter will more 
likely stay in Lochaber 
through business rates 
or paying local suppliers 
and wages. A large part 
of that money is going to 
be spent in other shops, 
services and restaurants, 
cafes and bars (when 
we can).  
Your shopping will help 
open new businesses, 
encourage entrepre-
neurship, and create 

more jobs.  Those jobs 
are not just in retail but in 
the support services such 
as accountancy, service 
engineers, local trades-
men and women and 
locally-based suppliers. 
A win-win for everyone!
Our Lochaber branches 
of national chains also 
help generate wealth 
for the local economy 
through jobs, wages 
and business rates so 
always think of them 
first before you decide 
to get in the car or click 
that mouse for out-of-
town shopping centres 
or online stores.
There is all this buzz 

Lochaber loves local
Keep it local this Christmas

LT

about bio-diversity - 
well that applies not 
just to nature but towns 
and a good balance 
of local and national 
gives you a healthy 
shopping centre that’s 

going to thrive. If that 
thrives, so does the 
whole community in 
the long run.
So love local, Lochaber 
. . . you can’t hold a 
candle to it.
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SPORT

Oban Saints emerged victori-
ous in this friendly encounter 
at Oban Community Sports 
Field, despite a positive 
performance from a youthful 
South Lochaber � istle side.

Held under Covid-safe 
conditions, carefully handled 
by referee Martin Rae, both 
teams were looking to play 
exciting attacking football.

It was the home side which 
made the best start to the 
game. 

Jags’ keeper Andrew Brown 
made the � rst of a string of 

� ne saves in a man-of-the-
match performance.

Early on, Brown � rst had to 
power through a pile of bodies 
from an Oban freekick and 
then be alert again to deny 
Matt Kelly, who had got in 
behind the � istle defence.

An injury to an Oban player 
saw Myles McAuley come on 
in the home side’s mid� eld. 

It was the substitute who 
made the breakthrough with 
what proved to be the winning 
goal.

A shot from Gavin Forgrieve 
forced Brown into a save and 
the concession of a corner, 
which Forgrieve took. 

His ball went to the penalty 
spot and McAuley powered 

his header into the roof of the 
net to open and – as it turned 
out – conclude the scoring.

Both sides played tight, 
attacking football for the rest 
of the game. Brown was called 
upon again and made several 
� ne stops.

Saints pressed for the 
second goal as the second 
half was well under way but 
the Kinlochleven out� t had 
chances of their own.

Impish skipper Martin 
Munro scampered away from 
the defence and was only 
denied by some � ne defending 
from Steven MacLeod and 
soon a� er by Martin Bonar, 
who cleared o�  the line.

Brown had several more 

stops to his name – one, a 
� ying palm over the bar, out 
of the top draw.

However, the one goal de� cit 
remained and that was how 
the match ended.

South Lochaber � istle 
manager Alan Gray said: ‘� is 
was another � ne performance 
from the lads and, on a di� er-
ent day, we could have got a 
better result.

‘Oban had some chances 
and Andrew Brown had to be 
in outstanding form, but we 
looked threatening ourselves 
on a number of occasions.

‘� anks to Willie Gemmell 
and the Oban lads for an ex-
cellent game, played in a good 
competitive spirit.’

A proud father of four from 
Glencoe has something else 
to smile about a� er the golf 
course he runs was named as 
one of the top 50 nine-hole 
courses in the world by USA’s 
Golf Magazine.

Jonny Henshall is head 
greenkeeper at the Dragon’s 
Tooth Golf Course near 
Ballachulish, which has just 
achieved a prestigious listing 
within � e Top 50 Nine-Hole 
Courses of the World.

USA’s GOLF magazine 
praised the Highland Course 
saying: ‘It’s cheap, it’s acces-
sible, it’s consistently and 
superbly well-kept. What 
more could you want out of a 
nine-holer?’

� e Dragon’s Tooth course 
has seen a handful of skilled 

greenkeepers in its time, 
but none quite like Jonny 
Henshall. In 2015, armed with 
no previous greenkeeping ex-
perience, Henshall was given 
the opportunity of a lifetime: 
his own course to run as he 
chose.

Ex-RAF and a keen gardener 
and handyman, Jonny knew he 
had the skills to do the course 
justice, but was unsure where 
to begin.

With the help of mentor and 
friend Andy Burnett, Jonny 
has grown from strength to 
strength and now savours 
spending long nights schem-
ing up ways to improve perfect 
greens and fantastic fairways.

When he’s not maintaining 
the course, he enjoys playing it 
with his children and imagin-

ing di� erent ways to make it an 
even more exciting play.

Henshall has high hopes that 
his eldest son, Charlie, will join 
him as his apprentice when he 
leaves school.

� e Dragon’s Tooth Golf 
Course at Ballachulish is part 
of the Woodlands Glencoe 
Estate, one of Lochaber’s most 
successful tourism businesses.

� e estate employs 18 people, 
all of whom bene� t from the 
real living wage or above and 
year-round employment.

In addition to the award-win-
ning golf course, the famous 
RiverBeds Luxury Lodges 
with Hot Tubs won UK Most 
Romantic Hotel award in 2019 
and was placed among the Top 
10 per cent of hotels in the 
world this year.

Fort William FC players 
scored a hat trick without 
kicking a ball when three 
businesses took the oppor-
tunity to sponsor their team 
strips.

Former player Gerry Hellas, 
le� , of LBS,  with another for-
mer player, Michael Gillespie 
of   G Welding and Aaron 
Gall, right, of Caledonian 
Auto Salvage handed over the 
new strips to manager Ashley 
Hollyer, second le� . Each 
contributed towards making 

sure the team are turned 
out smartly every time they 
take to the pitch, although 
their planned � rst outing 
on Saturday didn’t happen 
when the referee called o�  the 
match with just minutes to go 
due to poor pitch condition. 
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Jags perform well 
but Saints prevail

Glencoe dad wins top golf accolade

Dragon’s Tooth greenkeeper Jonny Henshall.

Oban Saints   1
S Lochaber Thistle 0

Friendly All dressed up with nowhere to play


