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Farewell to 
‘un� appable’ 
RNLI 
volunteer

Oban Girl 
Guides revel 
in fun
‘at hame’

Soroba residents are demand-
ing workers digging up their 
estate down tools immediately 
a� er claims they have travelled 
from a Covid tier four area.

Work, scheduled to take six 
months, began last week on 
phase one of a £2.7million 
investment to renew and 
upgrade Scottish Water’s 
infrastructure in Oban a� er 
already being delayed because 
of the pandemic and again ear-
lier this month when residents 
complained they were only 
given a few days’ warning of a 
start date.

Residents claim the work-
force is from Glasgow and 
could bring the virus into 
Oban, putting townspeople 
and the Soroba estate at risk 
by staying in local accommo-

dation and using shops and 
other services. Calls from the 
community for Scottish Water 
to hold back on its plans to 
improve pipework and wait for 
the virus to ease have fallen on 
deaf ears, says Marri Malloy 
from Soroba Community 
Enterprise Limited and chair-
person of Oban Community 
Council, with no reassurances 
about Covid safety measures 
including regular testing of its 
workforce.

She said: ‘No matter what 
we say, they are going ahead. 
Nothing will stop them. We 
have had no assurances on 
covid safety. � ey’re going 
against what the First Minister 
has said, unless it’s absolutely 
necessary people should not 
come from a higher tier into a 
lower one. 

‘I’m not saying these works 
don’t need to be done eventu-

Workers putting town 
at risk claim residents

Weekends only at 
Phoenix Cinema 

Hole-in-one joy for 
David at Taynuilt

The touching story 
behind town tree

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Demand tier four team should 
down tools falls on deaf ears

Nothing was going to stop Harris McGougan and his mum Shannon MacDonald from 
celebrating the end of the brave youngster’s three years of cancer treatment. Covid has 
called time on cancer patients being allowed to ring the traditional bell in hospital but 
the milestone moment will be marked in Oban instead. Full story, page three. 

Continued on page 8.

Following Bob MacIntyre’s 
maiden victory on the 
European Tour recently, 
there was more good news 
from the golf course this 
week after David Entwistle 
shot a hole-in-one at the 
sixth hole at Taynuilt. David, 
chairman of Oban Hospice, 
said: ‘In these days of Covid, 
lockdowns and dark nights, it 
was extremely pleasing to hit 
a hole-in-one at Taynuilt.’

Oban’s showpiece Christmas 
tree will have extra 
poignancy this year as it has 
been donated in memory 
of a young man who died 
suddenly. 

Full story, page 12.

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
will only be screening at 
weekends to keep up with 
covid-related changes. 

The community-owned 
venue needs to maximise 
the £61,818 it was awarded 
from Creative Scotland as 
part of its Covid-19 resilience 
package.

Full story page 8.
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Luing bard Norman Bissell 
teamed up with the island’s 
Bakes in the Boot run to get 
Book Week Scotland 2020 on 
the road.

Mr Bissell stopped o�  at 
South Cuan ferry shed and 
other locations around the is-
land with Luing Homebakers 
to deliver tasty treats and read 
from his poetry collection 
called Slate, Sea and Sky.

� e free event called A Poem 
and A Piece de� ed a drench-
ing to entertain a crowd 
which, as well as receiving 
a goody bag celebrating 
Book Week, also got to hear 
the premiere of Mr Bissell’s 
newest poem, dedicated to the 
birdman of Toberonochy.

A group of homebakers 

Right: Norman Bissell took 
his poetry collection on 
the road for Book Week 
2020 with the island’s 
homebakers.

Left: A tasty 
treat made 
by Atlantic 
Island Centre’s 
new chef Des 
Ballantyne for 
the Book Week 
goody bags. 

Farewell to ‘un� appable’ RNLI volunteer

Author and bakers deliver Book Week treats

Oban’s lifeboat crew has said 
a fond farewell to volunteer 
Donald Matheson, who is 
hanging up his yellow wellies 
a� er 15 years of saving lives at 
sea.

Tributes to Mr Matheson 
marking his retirement have 
been paid by other RNLI crew 
members who thanked him 
for his service on board and 
onshore in the lifeboat station 
kitchen as chef.

A� er attending 308 call-outs, 
travelling 5,192 miles and 
spending more than 500 hours 
on board the lifeboat on rescue 
shouts, Mr Matheson, known 
as ‘DM’, retired at the weekend.

Described as ‘un� appable’, 
DM has also taken on the role 
of midwife over the years, 

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

helping at the birth of two 
babies.

He � rst joined Oban lifeboat 
as a volunteer crew member 
in 2005 a� er his love of the 
sea drew him to the RNLI and 
he was encouraged to join by 
friend Ronnie MacKillop, the 
station’s full time coxswain 
at the time. By 2010, DM 
had passed out as a deputy 
mechanic.

While working as store 
supervisor at the family-run 
business Mathesons, DM was 
ever ready to drop everything 
at the sound of his pager to 
help those in need.

Although the main aim of 
the RNLI is to save lives at sea, 
Oban lifeboat has also been 

present at the birth of new 
lives at sea. As well as others 
transferred from islands to the 
mainland for medical reasons, 
expectant mums have been 
transported on the lifeboat on 
a number of occasions. 

Over the years four babies 
have been born on board and 
DM has been present at two of 
the births.

‘Assisting at the birth of two 
babies has to be the highlight 
of my time as a volunteer crew 
member,’ said DM.

Asked what he would miss 
most, DM said: ‘I’ll miss the 
camaraderie and team spirit 
that is so special and vital to 
what we do. It’s been a very 
humbling experience and I feel 

honoured to have been a part 
of it.

‘I want to thank the RNLI for 
the excellent training. I also 
want to thank my wife Ann, 
my support vessel and all of 
the partners of crew members. 
� eir support and encourage-

the chocolate on board.’
And fellow volunteer Gillies 

Pagan added: ‘Same as Kevin, 
it was DM I went to speak to 
when I was thinking of joining 
the crew. I thought to myself, 
if the folk on the crew are all 
like him, they must be a good 
bunch.

‘We’d like to say thank you 
to DM, from all of us at Oban 
Lifeboat Station. His presence 
onboard the lifeboat will be 
missed, but his place within 
our lifeboat family remains 
and we hope to see him carry 
on his involvement with the 
station in a di� erent capacity.’

 From this weekend, the 
RNLI’s pop-up Saturday 
shop in the run-up to 
Christmas will be stationed 
outside Sea Kayak Oban in 
Argyll Street from 10.30am 
to 4pm.

ment is invaluable to the crew.’
Fellow crew member and 

deputy coxswain Finlo Cottier 
added: ‘Donald will be missed 
on the boat and at the station. 
Totally dependable as a crew 
member, deputy mechanic 
and assistant midwife. 
Un� appable.’

Not only has DM served as 
a dedicated volunteer crew 
member and deputy mechanic, 
but he has also acquired the 
role of chef at the lifeboat 
station and has inspired new 
volunteer crew members to 
join too.

One of them was Kevin 
Lockhart, who said: ‘DM was 
the person I � rst asked about 
getting on the crew and he 
encouraged me to go down 
to the station and enquire. 
Sad to hear he’s retiring, but 
cheers for everything; for the 
training, the tea and co� ee and 

‘DM’ hangs up his yellow wellies 
after 15 years’ saving lives at sea

Donald ‘DM’ Matheson.

take their Bakes in the Boot 
round the island weekly with 
proceeds going to the Atlantic 
Island Centre in Cullipool. 
Among the freebies in the 
goody bags were a slice of 
stilton, shallot and walnut tart 
made by the centre’s new chef 
Des Ballantyne from Easdale, 
helping to raise more funds 
for the venue opening for 
takeaways two days a week.

A Poem and A Piece at South Cuan Ferry on Luing with 
bard Norman Bissell.
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Little Harris McGougan 
reaches a mighty milestone 
on Saturday, November 28, 
when three years of cancer 
treatment � nally ends and he 
rings a bell to celebrate.

Covid called time on cancer 
patients being allowed to 
ring the traditional bell in 
hospitals at the end of their 
treatment, but Harris’s family 
were not going to let the pan-
demic stop them marking the 
long-awaited occasion.

Undeterred, Harris’s mum 
Shannon MacDonald put out 
an appeal across Oban to � nd  
a venue to ring his bell and 
Cuan Mor in George Street 
o� ered to help. � e bell he 
will ring has been specially 
made for him as a keepsake 
and is inscribed with the same 
poem as would have been on 
the hospital one.

On Saturday, keeping to 
virus guidelines, close family 
and friends will gather for a 
brief but unforgettable bell 
ringing ceremony ready to 
get back to normal life with 
a brighter future to look for-
ward to. One of the highlights 

Harris ready to ring his bell

Shannon MacDonald with son Harris, 5, younger son Hunter, 2, and grandma Lyn 
Ferguson. T48_HarrisMcGougan3

will be a trip to Disneyland 
Florida made possible by the 
community’s support when, 
in 2019, a bon� re and � re-
works night in Dunbeg raised 
£3,550.

Harris, who started at 
Rock� eld Primary School in 
August, was diagnosed with 
acute lymphoblastic leukae-
mia when he was just two.

Since then his family have 
battled through it, spending 
a year at the children’s cancer 
hospital in Glasgow then 
making monthly trips for 
‘maintenance’ treatment by 
specialists and visiting Oban 
hospital every two weeks for 
blood levels to be checked. 
Harris has also had to take 

chemo tablets every night 
before bed. ‘It was a terrible 
year that � rst year. I can’t put 
it in words,’ said Shannon.

‘We’ve made it to this stage 
now when his treatment 
� nishes and we’re so excited 
to be here. Harris will keep 
getting his blood checked over 
the next � ve years but � ngers 
crossed he will stay well. It has 
been a tough three years. 

‘We couldn’t have done it 
without family and the com-
munity of Oban and friends, 
who have been with us all the 
way, showing support and 
love. � ey are all incredible 
and we want to say a big thank 
you. � e last few months 
through lockdown has made 
life even more di�  cult. It was 
scary at � rst worrying about 
how Covid could put Harris 
at risk because his immune 
system was so low but he will 
get stronger now. 

‘We’re looking forward to 
doing more things that we 
couldn’t do before. 

‘We don’t know when we’ll 
be able to go but we can’t wait 
for Disneyland,’ she added.

‘It’s been a tough 
three years and we 
couldn’t have done it 
without family, the 
community of Oban 
and friends. They are 
all incredible’

PIZZA EXPRESS 1
Any 10” Pizza + 10” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 

+ 2 Cans of Pepsi
£9.95

CURRY EXPRESS 1
Vegetable Pakora, Chicken 
Curry, Korma OR Bhoona, 

Rice & Nan
£8.99

(Lamb +£1)

EUROPEAN BOX
Veg Pakora, 2 Veg Samosa, 2 

Veg Spring Rolls, 2 Mozzarella 
Sticks, Chicken Nuggets, Onion 

Rings, Chips, Donner, Salad, 2 Pita 
Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi

£8.99

Kids Express 1

Chips, Chicken Nuggets, 
Onion Rings and Fruit Shoot

£3.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 1
Chicken Curry, Korma, OR 

Bhoona, Rice, 
10” Margherita Pizza, Chips 
& Donner, Cheese Burger 

with Chips & 2L Pepsi
£19.99  (Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 2
Any 12” Pizza + 12” 

Margherita served with 
Chips, Wedges,

Onion Rings, 2 Sauces 
+ 2 Pepsi 500ml

£12.95

CURRY EXPRESS 2
Vegetable Pakora, Any 

Special, Karahi OR Balti Dish, 
Rice & Nan

£9.99
(Lamb +£1)

GREEDY BOX
Mixed Pakora, 2 Mince Samosa, 

2 Mince Spring Rolls, Chips, 
Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Nuggets, Onion Rings, Donner, 
Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 Sauces, 2 

Cans of Pepsi
£9.99

KIDS EXPRESS 2

Chips, Popcorn Chicken, 2 
Mozzarella Sticks and 12oz 

Ice Cream Shake

£4.95

FAMILY EXPRESS 2
Mixed Pakora, Any Special, 
Karahi or Balti Dish, Rice, 

12” Rosara Pizza, Donner Kebab
Chips & Cheese and 2L Pepsi

£22.99
(Lamb +£1)

PIZZA EXPRESS 3
Any 14” Pizza + 12” Garlic 
Bread with Cheese served 

with Chips, Wedges,
Onion Rings, 4 Sauces + 

Pepsi 2L 
£17.95

SHARING CURRY EXPRESS
Mixed Pakora, Any 2 Chicken 

Dishes, Rice & Nan, Slice of 
Chocolate Fudge Cake & 2 

Cans Pepsi
£17.99

(Lamb +£2)

MEATY BOX
Chicken Pakora, Battered 

Chicken Fillet, Spicy Chicken 
Fillet, Popcorn Chicken, Chicken 

Bites, Chicken Wings, Chips, 
Donner, Salad, 2 Pita Bread, 2 

Sauces, 2 Cans of Pepsi
£11.99

Sharing Kids Express
10” Margherita, Chips, Onion 
Rings, Popcorn Chicken and 

2 12oz Ice Cream Shakes

£9.95

Family Express 3
Mixed Pakora, Any Chicken Dish, 

Rice & Nan, King Donner Nan, 
12” Hawaiian OR Pepperoni 

Pizza + Chips, Cheese & Chicken 
Nuggets and 2L Pepsi

£29.99
(Lamb +£1)

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on

Enjoy Life Enjoy Kebabish

Bringing You 
CRAZY SPECIAL OFFERS
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Kerrera Development Trust board member Karen Keys from Ardentrive Farm, who has 
o� ered two island rewards – to groom a highland coo and a chance to name a calf.

Kerrera residents are selling 
island life experiences to help 
turn their old school into a 
community centre.

Giving a Highland cow a 
show-ready blow dry, feeding 
lambs at Ballimore Farm, 
planting an oak tree and eagle 
spotting are just some of the 
unique island experiences on 
o� er as part of a new crowd-
funding campaign.

Since the Isle of Kerrera 
Development Trust (IKDT) 
bought the former school in 
July 2019, with the help of the 
Scottish Land Fund, well-wish-
ers have smashed a £50,000 
target to help put a new roof on 
the building.

� e next £50,000 will go 
towards windows, doors 
and � xing the walls, says 
Aideen Shields, IKDT project 
co-ordinator.

‘We’re fundraising in bite-size 
chunks; though they are pretty 
big mouthfuls,’ she added.

� e public has until Friday  
December 11 to make pledges 
on the rewards being o� ered 
in return for their donations 
via www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
kerrera-old-school

‘� ese experiences would 
make great Christmas presents  

and, depending on the choice, 
can happen between now and 
next March or April. Island life 
is our unique selling point.

‘Within a couple of days of 
starting up this crowdfunder 
we got up to £1,000. 

‘� e experiences will be on 
o� er for another few weeks 
yet, giving people time to make 
their pledges.

‘It’s not just about the money, 
it’s about raising the island’s 
pro� le and about empowering 
the community. 

‘We have had so many won-
derful o� ers of experiences, 
we’re really getting people 
engaged and involved,’ added 
Aideen.

A guided walking tour with 
yellow badge guide Iri Munoz, 
revealing Kerrera’s heritage, 
and a trip to Gylen Castle are 
among other special treats – as 
well as the chance to have a 
meet, greet and cuddle with the 
friendly Luing cows. Pledges  

can also be made to have a 
chainsaw sculpture dedicated 
to oneself or someone else on 
the island, enjoy a weekend 
away and dinner at Kerrera 
Bunkhouse, or for a donation 
of £1,200 or more there’s the 
opportunity to have a private 
party in a marquee – all 
keeping to Covid guidelines of 
course. An exclusive blend of 
tea can also be specially made 
on the island.

A donation of £25 plus will 
see someone planting one of 50 
oak tree saplings to be part of a 
small woodland being planned 
in the centre of the island.

When the community centre 
opens its doors, it will mean 
the thousands of yearly visitors 
will be able to use � ushing 
toilets, get drinking water, buy 
island produce, learn about 
island life and stay overnight in 
unique accommodation while 
residents will have a hub to 
meet up in.

For sale: life 
experiences 
on Kerrera

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Turning the 
old school 
building into 
a community 
hub has 
long been 
an ambition 
on Kerrera. 
Photograph: IKDT

Retired nurse banned from road 
for two years after serious crash
A retired nurse was � ned £800 
and disquali� ed from driving 
for two years a� er pleading 
guilty to dangerous driving 
on the A82, seriously injuring 
another driver.

Sandra Grady, aged 62, 
admitted that her car crossed 
into the opposing carriage-
way about one mile north 
of Tyndrum on August 2 
last year, when she appeared 
at Oban Sheri�  Court on 
Monday November 16. 

Both the BMW she was 
driving and the Skoda Yeti 
the other woman and her two 
sons were travelling in were 
extensively damaged.

� e other driver, on a fam-
ily holiday from the south of 
England, had to be cut free 
from her car; she had attempt-
ed to take evasive action as the 
two vehicles closed in on each 
other.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes was 
shown dash-cam footage from 
Grady’s car which showed the 
impact and how it spun around 
180 degrees a� erwards. It also 

showed that she had been driv-
ing well up until this incident.

‘� e front o� side wing of the 
BMW struck the front o� side 
driver’s door and sill area of 
the Skoda,’ said procurator 
David Glancy, adding that the 
Skoda came to rest in a ditch at 
the side of the road.

‘One of her sons broke three 
� ngers and had so�  issue dam-
age to his leg.  She had to be cut 
free and airli� ed to hospital in 
Glasgow. � e woman was le�  
with two broken bones in her 
right arm with plates and pins 
needed to repair the damage; 
the femur in her right leg was 

broken and needed rods and 
pins and has caused her ‘the 
greatest complications’.’

Grady’s granddaughter was 
travelling in the car with her, 
in a child seat in the rear of the 
car. Grady’s mobile telephone 
showed that it was not in use 
and there were no signs of 
braking at the scene or any 
faults with the vehicle, the 
court was told.

Grady, of 9 Linnet Avenue, 
Johnstone, was represented by 
Barry Smith QC, who told the 
court she had retired a� er 35 
years as a nurse.

‘She is a person of good char-
acter, no previous convictions 
and a clean licence,’ he said.

He added: ‘� is accident and 
its consequences have had, and 
continue to have, a profound 
impact on Mrs Grady. My 
client is very well aware of the 
consequences of her driving 
and accepts full responsibility 
for it.’

Sheri�  Hughes also ordered 
that Grady pass the extended 
driving test once her disqual-
i� cation is over, before her 
licence is returned.

COURT

Visit our website for more information

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Secure your conservatory order 
today and pay no more until 2022.

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a 
credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC



THE UK Government has 
pledged billions of pounds more 
to help workers and businesses 
throughout winter.

The furlough scheme, 
extended across the UK until 
the end of March, pays 80 per 
cent of wages up to £2,500 a 
month.

The Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme subsidises 
the wages of people who cannot 
do their jobs because their 
workplace is closed or there is 
no longer enough work.

As part of the revised scheme 
– lasting until March 31, to be 
reviewed at the end of January 
– anyone made redundant on 
or a�er September 23 2020 
may be able to be rehired and 
returned to furlough. 

The Chancellor also 
announced billions of pounds 
of further support, including 
more money for self-employed 
workers.

The Self-Employment Income 
Support Scheme support will 
be increased, with the third 
grant covering November to 
January calculated at 80 per 
cent of average trading profits, 
up to a maximum of £7,500. 
Guaranteed funding for the UK’s 
devolved administrations has 
been raised by £2 billion to £16 
billion.
n More details at www.gov.uk

UK Government offering extra support 
to staff and firms during winter months

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       

UK Government Chancellor Rishi Sunak has 
announced extra measures to support workers and 
businesses throughout winter, including a furlough 

scheme extension paying 80 per cent of staff wages.

The continued Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 
support has put a spring in the step of a Welsh sock 
manufacturers boasting VIP clientele.

“It will make a big difference because we are 
traditionally quieter in the spring.

“Ge ing this furlough money means we don’t 
have to let anyone go,” said Chris Jones, owner 
of Corgi luxury sock store, in Ammanford, South 
Wales.

“Otherwise we’d lose skills. We can’t afford 
to lose anybody,” continued the business boss 
whose skilled workforce numbers 60, and whose 
customers include Prince Charles and actor Daniel 
Radcliffe.    Also applying for a Business Resilience 
Grant, he added: “I feel really positive.”

Sco ish trampoline park bosses are jumping for 
joy at the UK Government’s announcement of 
continued Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 
support.

“The furlough scheme has been great,” 
confirmed Julie Mackenzie, owner of Skyline 
Trampoline Park, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, “and 
the business rates break was huge for us.”

She explained: “That is a £7,400 a month bill for 
us, which we won’t pay till the end of January.”

Also welcomed is VAT deferral payment plan 
spread until March. “I feel optimistic,” added Julie, 
whose business reopened to enjoy an October half-
term boost, and is now able to furlough six of 25 
workers while offering other staff more work.

Owners of a Northern Ireland baby product 
manufacturer, already benefi ing from the 
UK Government’s Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme and grants, hailed the latest measures as 
“positive”.

“More security for many until March,” said 
Sinead Murphy, who owns Newtownards-based 
Shnuggle with husband Adam.

The firm furloughed five staff from a 16-strong 
team. “We took everything we could get our hands 
on really,” continued Sinead.   

“For those who have the means to survive until 
spring, this extension will give some peace of mind, 
meaning they can protect jobs and hopefully begin 
to rebuild their businesses in the near future.”

The UK Government’s new help package provides 
a “lifeline” according to an English recruitment 
firm’s MD.

“It will certainly ease pressure as we head 
towards Christmas and into the new year,” said 
KD Recruitment’s Kelly Dunn, continuing to use 
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme.

“These lifelines are vital to help businesses. 
Knowing a company’s biggest outgoing (payroll) 
is paid by the government will allow businesses to 
focus on their plans for 2021 and how to bounce 
back be er. These extensions will mean the 
difference between businesses closing for good or 
now being able to look to the future and surviving 
this pandemic.”

n This article is part of a paid-for 
Partnership with the UK Government

The UK Government 
also announced:
n VAT deferral payments 
spread until March
n Bounce Back Loans top-ups
n  Extension to home-owners’ 
mortgage payment holiday 
n  Cash grants of up to 
£3,000 per month for closed 
businesses
n  Up to £500 million council 
funding to support local public 
health response
n    Extending government-
backed loan schemes and 
Future Fund to January

HELP PACKAGE 
‘IS A LIFELINE’

EXTENSION ‘TO 
PROTECT JOBS’

‘RATES BREAK 
HUGE FOR US’

‘WE WON’T LET 
ANYONE GO’

EXTRA MEASURES: UK Government Chancellor Rishi Sunak.

JULIE MACKENZIE

CHRIS JONESSINEAD AND ADAM MURPHY

KELLY DUNN
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Around Oban WHERE IS THIS? Canine cuts acclaim for Nikki
Nikki 
MacGillivray 
with the rather 
smart-looking 
Miss Marley 
and the 
well-behaved 
Miss Gherty.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Moss� eld defaced with shinty slur
Police are appealing for wit-
nesses a� er another gra�  ti 
incident at Moss� eld Stadium.

� e gra�  ti on the outside of 
a changing room wall in red 
and black Oban Camanachd 
colours is believed to refer 
to Stephen Sloss, manager 
of the club’s � rst team, and 
Gareth Evans, who is the Oban 
Camanachd second team 
manager. It also reads ‘Nice 
One Du� y’.

� e gra�  ti was reported to 
police on Sunday morning at 
10.50am and investigations are 
at an early stage.

Oban Camanachd president 
Patrick Steeman branded the 
gra�  ti as ‘childish behaviour’ 
and said the club took ‘a dim 
view of it’ hoping police will 
track whoever is responsible.

‘Whoever it is must have a 
long vendetta because there's 

The o� ending gra�  ti.

been no competitive shinty 
played this year. It’s blatant 
vandalism, just childish 
behaviour. I don’t know why 
anyone in their right mind 
would want to do that kind of 
thing. I hope the police get to 
the bottom of it,’ he said.

� is act of vandalism comes 
almost one year a� er police 
were called in to investigate a 
similar incident at the same 
Moss� eld spot.

� e night before that gra�  ti 

was discovered, the shinty 
club had been celebrating its 
end of season prizegiving at 
its 130th year dinner dance at 
the Royal Hotel. Covid called 
o�  much play and this year’s 
prizegiving.

Mr Steeman added: ‘I don’t 
know if it’s a coincidence but 
it’s one year since the last lot of 
gra�  ti appeared.

‘� ere are people who put a 
lot of time and e� ort into our 
club and to have their names 
put up there is not nice. I feel 
bad for them.’

A Police Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘Anyone with 
information is urged to 
contact police on 101, quoting 
incident 1100 of 22 November. 
Alternatively, you can call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111, if you wish to remain 
anonymous.’ 

An Oban dog groomer has 
claimed two runner-up spots 
in a national competition on 
her � rst venture into compet-
itive clipping.

Nikki MacGillivray 
entered into the Madra 
Mania Irish Dog Grooming 
Championships as a way of 
ensuring her grooming is kept 
to a high standard through the 
critical feedback of the judges.

‘I am very passionate about 
the dog grooming world be-
coming regulated and feel that 
good training is essential with-
in that process,’ she explained.

‘By entering grooming com-
petitions I am being judged by 
international groomers who 
are at the top of their game. 
� eir feedback is invaluable 
to my personal development 
and I also love the challenge 
of competing. It’s also a good 
way to see what level you are 
at in comparison to other 
groomers.’

To her utter surprise, Nikki, 
who has been grooming since 
2017 and runs Nikki’s Canine 
Sassoon here in Oban, came 

second in both her novice 
hand clipping and stripping 
sections, beating o�  competi-
tion from around the globe.

Due to Covid, this year’s 
competition was held via 
Zoom, with judges watching 
everyone on screen and 
taking their own screenshots 
throughout. Competitiors had 
to be visible with their canine 
clients at all times, risking dis-
quali� cation if the connection 
was interrupted for more than 
one minute.

Nikki said: ‘� e classes were 
running late on the day so I 
went straight from my hand 
scissor class into my hand strip 
one. Not expecting to have 
been placed in my morning 
class.

‘� e results of the handstrip-
ping class were announced at 
7pm and I couldn’t believe it 
when I was called out second. I 

then found out from my friend 
Tanya that I had also got sec-
ond in my hand scissor class 
that morning.

‘I texted my tutor and friend 
Agnes Murphy then phoned 
my mum and dad in � oods of 
tears as I was so emotional and 
delighted to have been placed. 
I felt like � nally all my hard 
work was beginning to pay o� .

‘Much of that is thanks to 
Agnes. Training with her was 
tough as her standards are so 
high. I remember she failed 
me the � rst time I did my 
hand strip exam as it wasn’t 
neat enough. I can’t thank her 
enough for all the time and 
e� ort that she has put into me.

‘Mum and dad have always 
been a huge support to me 
and my business. � ey were 
delighted for me. I am forever 
thankful to them too.’

As well as thanking her 

human supporters, Nikki 
paid tribute to her models on 
the day, Cockapoo pup Miss 
Marley and Border Terrier 
Miss Gherty.

‘Marley has been groomed by 
me since she was a pup and that 
was only her � � h ever time 
being fully groomed, while 
Gherty comes all the way from 
Strontian every 12 weeks to get 
hand stripped,’ she told us.

‘Both dogs behaved impec-
cably and the judges com-
plimented me on their good 
behaviour and my handling 
skills.’

Nikki is quali� ed to City and 
Guilds diploma level three in 
professional dog grooming 
and is aiming to complete her 
Masters within the next two 
years. Over the next few weeks 
she will compete at the Masters 
Groom and the Spotlight 
Grooming competitions.

It’s so nice to see windows 
decorated for Christmas. It’s 
really cheering at this dark, 
dreich time of year and 
reminds us better things are 
coming.

It’s only four weeks 
from tomorrow (Friday) 
until Christmas Day, so if 
you haven’t started your 
preparations, now is the 
time. Tonight (Thursday) 
sees the second of Oban’s 
late night shopping nights. 

With a list on the LoveO-
ban Facebook page of those 
taking part, it’s a perfect 
time to come out when it’s 
a bit quieter and take care 
of one or two items on your 
list.

My top shopping tips are 
on the same Facebook page 
as, this year, we all have to 
be a bit more careful when 
we’re out and about so it 
may be useful to have a wee 
reminder:

 If you can, shop during 
the week at quieter times.

 Plan your shopping, pick 
a few people from your list 
and just shop for them.

 Work out a route round 
the shops so you don’t have 

to retrace your steps.
 Plan a treat for the end, 

tea and cake - or a glass of 
wine.

 If you’re stuck what to 
get someone, don’t forget 
LoveOban vouchers.

 Late night shopping on 
Thursday night might be 
the perfect time to shop.

 Don’t forget your mask 
and remember to sanitize.

 Take your time and enjoy 
the experience

 It’s worth putting a little 
more planning into it this 
year to keep yourself and 
others safe so that we can 
all enjoy Christmas.

The photograph last week 
was of the Ranald Hotel 
on Stevenson Street. This 
week’s photograph, above, 
is more of a ‘where was it 
taken from?’ rather than 
‘where is it?’.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Leader’s call for more 
localised virus rules

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Pink Shop owner Campbell Munro 
with team members Grace MacLeod 
and Kieron Morrison.

Benderloch’s world-famous Pink Shop 
has been recognised as a High Street 
Hero.

� e shop, being celebrated in the 
Scotland Loves Local High Street 
Heroes Awards, also got a letter of 
thanks from Argyll and Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara congratulating its 
work with volunteers to provide a 
community lifeline when the corona-

virus pandemic took hold. Shop owner 
Campbell Munro said the heroes 
were the ‘big team’ of volunteers 
and sta�  who all played their part in 
getting ‘hundreds and hundreds’ of 
deliveries out to people in Benderloch, 
Connel, North Connel, Barcaldine and 
Bonawe. ‘We had a big team going, 
they are all heroes. It was nice to get 
a letter headed from the House of 

Commons too – as well as the award. It 
was a boost to morale,’ said Mr Munro.

In Mr O’Hara’s letter, the MP wrote: 
‘You have shown a wonderful com-
munity spirit in the most challenging 
circumstances,’ and added: ‘If it wasn’t 
for people like you, who have gone 
above and beyond to help the commu-
nity, the country could not have coped 
as well as it has.’

Argyll Bute Council has 
completed its winter roads 
maintenance plan.

When freezing conditions 
are forecast, the council has 
33 gritters to pre-treat more 
than 750 miles of road. Routes 
are determined in order 
of priority, with resources 
focused on roads which carry 
the greatest amount of tra�  c.

� e council has a team of 
people analysing local weather 
forecast data so they know 
by the end of each day what 
is needed to ensure the roads 
are treated appropriately the 
following morning.

Councillor Rory Colville, 
Policy Lead for Roads and 
Infrastructure Services, said: 
‘� is is my � rst chance as 
policy lead to pay tribute to 
our roads workers. � ey are 
up, in the early hours when it’s 
cold and icy, to start making 
roads safe for the rest of us.

‘I still urge everyone to think 
about their own safety and 
plan ahead. � is year, even 
more than others, council 
resources may be stretched to 
the limit because of Covid-19. 
Check the roads on our 
website www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk/winter before you leave 
home.’

Be safe – plan for 
winter journeys

Benderloch’s Pink Shop gets a hero’s mention

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
leader has called for more 
localised tiered arrangements 
to be introduced in the area.

Councillor Robin Currie said 
the council was prepared to li-
aise with Scottish Government 
ministers on introducing such 
a scheme should it be needed 
in the future.

� e whole of Argyll and 
Bute is currently subject 
to level two rules under 
restrictions imposed by the 
Scottish Government in the 
� ght against the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Last week First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon told MSPs 
that there was a possibility 
the area could be allowed the 
greater freedom of level one 
rules.

Councillor Currie has com-

piled a leader’s report which 
will go before a full meeting of 
the council today (� ursday).

He said: ‘Argyll and Bute 
was put into tier two with the 
associated restrictions starting 
from Monday November 2.

‘In the lead-up to this, all 
Scottish local authorities had 
an opportunity to discuss the 
approach at a national level 
through the Convention of 
Scottish Local Authorities 
and also through telephone 

calls with Scottish ministers. 
I spoke with Aileen Campbell 
MSP, minister for commu-
nities and local government, 
� rstly on October 27 as part of 
a Highlands and Islands local 
authority leaders’ group call, 
then individually the follow-
ing day.

‘At both calls I advised that 
local communities across the 
area are questioning the scope 
for more localised arrange-
ments, particularly where case 

levels are very low or non-ex-
istent, given the impact on the 
economy.

‘Ms Campbell highlighted 
that the decisions about local 
tier levels are based on a varie-
ty of matters, such as available 
medical services, and do not 
only relate to infection rates.

‘While she would not 
commit to agreeing localised 
arrangements at this point, 
she did say this would be kept 
under consideration.’
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continued from page one.
-ally but they are not essential now. 
In the middle of a pandemic is not 
the right time – the work should stop 
and wait. Oban does not want to be 
taken up another level because of 
this.’

And added: ‘If one of their workers 
comes down with Covid, work will 
be held up for self-isolation which 
means six months of chaos and 
residents not being able to park will 
go on for even longer.’

Argyll and Bute Council said it 
would not be commenting on the 
issue.

Soroba resident George Berry said 
workers told him they were from 
Bellshill. ‘� ey should not be com-
ing here from Glasgow. People are 
incensed by it. Our community lost a 
wonderful lady to the virus, we don’t 
want to lose anyone else,’ he said.

A Scottish Water spokesperson 
said: ‘We are continuing planned 
works for our capital investment 
programme in Oban as our work 
here is deemed essential to future 
services for customers in the area. 
We would like to reassure the local 
community all essential operational 
work and infrastructure projects are 
being carried out in line with Scottish 

Government Covid-19 guidance for 
the construction industry.

‘We fully understand how impor-
tant it is to work safely and support 
our workers’ and communities’ 
health and wellbeing during the 
Covid-19 pandemic and not con-
tribute to the spread of the virus. 
We do recognise there are di� erent 
tiers of restrictions in place across 
Scotland. However, we would like to 
reassure the general public that we 
have implemented measures, where 
required, to ensure safe working 
and allow for safe distancing by our 
workforce, while ensuring the safety 
of the people in the communities 
where we are working. We are taking 
all the appropriate safety measures 
and precautions to protect sta�  
and customers. Any contractor or 
alliance partner delivering work on 
behalf of Scottish Water is doing the 
same. Any worker who experiences 
symptoms of Covid-19, or is noti� ed 
that they have come into contact with 
someone who has tested positive, 
will be expected to take appropriate 
action in line with government and 
public health guidelines.

‘We will continue to engage with 
the community as the project 
progresses.’

Oban Phoenix Cinema will only 
be screening at weekends as the 
community-owned venue does its 
best to keep up with covid-related 
changes – including a drop in audi-
ence numbers.

Bookings already made will be 
honoured says the cinema’s general 
manager Jennie Larney but the 
organisation needs to maximise 
the £61,818 it was recently awarded 
from Creative Scotland as part of its 
Covid-19 resilience package.

� e emergency money will go 
towards running costs and avoiding 
sta�  redundancies in the coming 
months.

Live events streamed to the cinema 
are still doing well as are tickets for 
Harry Potter � lms but a lack of new 
movies is making programming and 
drawing in big audiences di�  cult.

‘It’s a � nancial decision. We are 
not closing the cinema but it’s up 
to the people of Oban to come and 
use it.

‘We understand that particularly 

Workers putting town 
at risk claim residents

Weekend screening only 
at Oban Phoenix Cinema

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

older people are still frightened of 
the risk of getting covid until the 
vaccines are delivered but we are 
doing the best we can to make the 
cinema Covid-proof. 

It’s not risk-free but it’s as safe as 
we can get it,’ said Jenny.

One new idea being looked at by 
the phoenix cinema is to run � lms 
for people to watch online and pay 
for the content.

Saved by a community buy-out, 
the two-screen cinema shut for two 
years until 2012. 

When lockdown struck it was 
forced to shut again for � ve months 

before making another comeback. 
Last year saw a record year for the 
cinema selling close to 39,000 tick-
ets – around 30 per cent up – and the 
range of � lms on o� er was among 
the most diverse it had shown.

Shows coming up include the new 
release of adventure action movie 
Wonder Woman 1984, before that 
a host of favourite festive � lms 
including Elf and It’s A Wonderful 
Life then on December 28 Giuseppi 
Verdi’s La Traviata live from a thea-
tre stage in Barcelona.

To see more go to https://www.
obanphoenix.com/

Oban’s Phoenix Cinema.

‘We are not 
closing the cinema 
but it’s 
up to the people 
of Oban to use it.’
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An Islay resident has been se-
lected as the SNP candidate for 
Argyll and Bute in next year’s 
elections to Holyrood.

Jenni Minto, who was born 
in Elgin and grew up in St 
Andrews, was chosen by SNP 
members in Argyll and Bute af-
ter long-serving MSP Michael 
Russell announced his decision 
to stand down a� er � rst being 
elected in 1999.

Jenni, manager of the 
Museum of Islay Life, said on 
social media: ‘I am so hon-
oured to have been selected. A 
massive thank you to everyone 
who voted for me.’

She also thanked fellow can-
didates Councillor Rhiannon 
Spear, Sarah Fanet and Breege 
Smyth.

‘� ank you to Rhiannon, 
Sarah and Breege for being 
great candidates too. Now it’s 

time to get to work,’ said Jenni.
� e process to select a 

candidate was delayed by 
both the coronavirus and the 
tragic sudden death of Argyll 
and Bute SNP convenor John 
Macmillan. � e SNP said its 
focus now was on holding the 

seat for the SNP and preparing 
for the Independence referen-
dum to follow.

Anthony Harrison, SNP 
acting convenor for Argyll and 
Bute, said: ‘I’m really delighted 
that Jenni has been selected to 
stand for the SNP next year.

‘We had a very impressive 
� eld of candidates here. Our 
local members have made the 
decision and we have an excel-
lent candidate raring to go.

‘As an islander, Jenni brings a 
unique perspective to the table 
and understands the key issues 

facing Argyll and Bute. � e 
SNP in Argyll and Bute is look-
ing forward to campaigning 
next year in what is a crucial 
election for Scotland.

‘Our parliament is under 
attack from Boris Johnson’s 
hard-line Tories and our 

communities are facing the 
challenges not only of the 
Covid pandemic but of a 
disastrous hard Brexit, which 
we in Argyll and Bute rejected 
overwhelmingly.’

Mr Russell MSP added: ‘I am 
delighted that Jenni has been 
selected and I look forward to 
working with her as she gets to 
know the people and the com-
munities of this wide-ranging 
and diverse constituency and 
to campaigning with her as 
she prepares for next year’s 
Holyrood election.

‘Living on Islay, as she does, 
she already has a deep un-
derstanding of the particular 
challenges people face here and 
I am sure that she will make a 
great, hard-working MSP for 
everyone in Argyll and Bute.

‘I will miss the privilege of 
serving my home area in the 
parliament, but I can think of 
no-one better able to take on 
that challenge.’

SNP name Argyll and Bute 
candidate for Holyrood poll

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk BIOGRAPHY 

Jenni Minto graduated from 
Aberdeen University with a 
degree in accountancy and 
then quali� ed as a Chartered 
Accountant with KPMG in 
1992.

She moved to Glasgow and 
worked for BBC Scotland for 
18 years in a variety of roles 
supporting programme 
makers from a business 
perspective.

Latterly, she was the 
Business Executive for 
Gaelic, the BBC SSO and 

Radio Scotland.
In 2011, she moved to Islay 

where she became treasurer 

of Islay Energy Trust. She 
was part of the team which 
delivered a community 
wind turbine on Islay, which 
now provides grants for 
organisations on Islay, Jura 
and Colonsay.

She also served on the 
board of the Third Sector 
Interface Argyll and Bute.

Jenni is currently the 
manager of the Museum of 
Islay Life. In 2018 she chaired 
the group which organised 
more than 40 di� erent 
events to commemorate the 
First World War on Islay.

When Yes lost the referen-
dum, she joined the SNP and 
helped to reinstate the Islay 
and Jura SNP Branch and has 
been its convenor since then.

She is also treasurer of 
the Argyll and Bute SNP 
Constituency Association.

With her husband, Les 
Wilson, she edited Islay 
Voices, an anthology of Islay.

Jenni lives on Islay with Les 
and their collie, Jim. They 
enjoy walking, travelling 
around Scotland and further 
a� eld and enjoying local 
food.

I love my dad, so there’s 
no way I wouldn’t care 
for him. Every time he 
needs something 
for himself I’m there. 
needs something 
for himself I’m there. 
needs something 

It’s no problem for me. 

no 
time

for
me

When you’re caring for someone, sometimes you need help too.  
Get in touch and we’ll connect you with support in your local area.

Freephone 0800 811 3200, lines open Monday to Friday 9-5, or visit nhsinform.scot/caring 
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT ATLANTIS

Reopening safely 
Atlantis is determined to have 
as safe an environment as 
possible for the community. 
However, all activities at 
Atlantis face consider chal-
lenges to comply with social 
distancing measures. �e 
main consequence is capacity 
has been reduced across all 
activities at the centre. Like 
all community-run projects, 
Atlantis works when it is busy.

In spite of this, we are doing 
all we can to reopen as many 
activities as possible. �e 
swimming pool reopened 
this month, o�ering a limited 
number of swimmers ‘beach 
ready’ lane swimming and 
sea survival courses. Oban 
Otters and the canoe club have 
returned. We had hoped for 
a better uptake in swimming 

than we have seen and hope 
this will improve in the 
coming weeks.

We’ve been carrying out 
urgent repair work to our 
wet-side changing area. �is 
has been a signi�cant project 
for Atlantis and we’re nearing 
the point where sections of 
the changing area can be 
reopened. �is will allow 
family ‘bubbles’ to make use 
of our small pool with hour or 
half-hourly bookable slots.

Restricted opening 
As each phase of our 
reopening plan progresses, we 
continue to look at times when 
the centre is underused.

It has become clear we 
cannot sustain Sunday 
opening. Atlantis will 
therefore be closed on Sundays 
for the foreseeable future.

It is frustrating for us to 
have  to do this - Atlantis is 
nothing without the people 
who come through our doors 
every day. However, the 
realities of running the centre 
cannot be ignored if we are to 
be there for the community in 
the future. Atlantis normally 
closes over Christmas and 
New Year. 

�is year we’ll close on the 
evening of December 23 and 
reopen on the morning of 
January 4.

Many activities and clubs 
haven’t yet been able to return 
a�er lockdown. Amongst 
these are the so� play area and 
café, both of which remain 
closed for the time being.

Sta� team 
With the extension of the 
Job Retention Scheme until 
March, some sta� have re-
turned on furlough. Without 
furlough, Atlantis would not 
have been able to survive. �e 
extension of the scheme allows 
us to further protect the 
business well into next year. 
For the sta� who continue 
working, there remains a lot 
to do, including keeping up 
to date with training. Sta� 
are completing the upskill in 
lifeguard training started in 
October. �is will help ease 
some of the pressure the pools 
are currently placing on sta� 
resources.

When lockdown was imposed in March, we always 
knew the biggest di�culty facing Atlantis would 
come with reopening. This has proved to be true, 
with signi�cant di�culties concerning restricted 
capacity, Covid-secure measures and encouraging 
customers to return. Atlantis remains committed 
to serving and supporting the community. Read 
on to �nd out how we’ve continued to pursue this 
in the current circumstances.

Critically endangered blue whales have returned to South Georgia.
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An international research team led by 
UK scientists has revealed the return 
of critically endangered Antarctic blue 
whales to the sub-Antarctic island of 
South Georgia, 50 years a�er whaling 
all but wiped them out.

�e new study follows recent research 
that humpback whales are also return-
ing to the region.

�e discovery, based on analysis of 30 
years’ worth of sightings, photographs 
and underwater sound recordings, 
is crucial evidence in learning how 
the species is recovering following a 
ban on commercial whaling in the 
1960s. �e �ndings were published on 
�ursday November 19 in the journal 
Endangered Species Research.

Blue whales were abundant o� South 
Georgia before early 20th century 
industrial whaling between 1904 and 
1971 killed 42,698 of them there. Most 
of these were killed before the mid-
1930s. �e species all but vanished 
from the region – dedicated whale 
surveys from ships o� South Georgia 

Blue whales return to South 
Georgia after near extinction  

resulted in only a single blue whale 
sighting between 1998 and 2018 – but 
more recent surveys suggest blue 
whales are making a comeback.

A survey in February 2020 resulted in 
58 blue whale sightings and numerous 
acoustic detections.

Lead author Susannah Calderan of 
the Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS), Oban, said: ‘�e con-
tinued absence of blue whales at South 
Georgia has been seen as an example of 
a population that was locally exploited 
beyond the point where it could recov-
er. But over the past few years we’ve 
been working at South Georgia, we 
have become quite optimistic about the 
numbers of blue whales seen and heard 
around the island, which hadn’t been 
happening until very recently. �is 

year was particularly exciting, with 
more blue whale sightings than we ever 
could have hoped for.’

As well as looking for whales, the re-
searchers used listening devices, which 
can detect the loud, low frequency 
calls of whales over long distances and 
can also work in rough weather. �e 
team also had records of whale sight-
ings reported to the South Georgia 
Museum by mariners and tourist 
ship passengers and photographs of 
blue whales, which enable individual 
animals to be identi�ed. In total, 41 
blue whales have been photo-identi�ed 
from South Georgia between 2011 and 
2020, although none of these matched 
the 517 whales in the current Antarctic 
blue whale photographic catalogue.

Susannah Calderan added: ‘We don’t 

quite know why it has taken the blue 
whales so long to come back. It may be 
so many of them were killed at South 
Georgia that there was a loss of cultural 
memory in the population that the area 
was a foraging ground and that it is 
only now being rediscovered.’

�ere are limited opportunities for 
dedicated whale surveys in the region, 
known for its harsh weather and inac-
cessibility, but such surveys are crucial 
to the future management of South 
Georgia’s seas.

Co-author and whale ecologist 
Dr Jennifer Jackson of the British 
Antarctic Survey, which led the 2020 
whale expedition, said: ‘�is is an 
exciting discovery and a really positive 
step forward. 

‘With South Georgia waters desig-
nated as a Marine Protected Area, we 
hope these increased numbers of blue 
whales are a sign of things to come 
and that our research can continue to 
contribute to e�ective management of 
the area.'

Oban-based scientist at forefront 
of international research project

Critically endangered blue whales have returned to South Georgia.
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Oban’s showpiece Christmas 
tree will have extra poignancy 
this year as it has been donated 
in memory of a young man 
who died suddenly.

Lindsay Wood, aged 39, died 
suddenly of suspected heart 
failure in September, leaving 
his family, partner, friends and 
work colleagues bere� .

As the news sank in across 
Tilhill Forestry where Lindsay 
worked as an Argyll area 
harvesting manager and 
timber buyer, the � rm was 
approached by Argyll and Bute 
Council to supply Christmas 
trees to Oban.

As a special gesture, 
Tilhill, which has a base in 
Glencruitten Road, agreed to 
hand over the 30� -tall Sitka 
Spruce as Oban’s showpiece 
tree in Argyll Square this year.

It comes from a private-
ly-owned forest it manages 
near Oban, that Lindsay was 
involved with during his time 
working in the town, before 
his move to the company’s 
Sandbank premises near 

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Touching story behind Oban’s Christmas tree

Dunoon. It is one of seven 
other trees given to the town 
from a sustainably-managed 
private forest near Oban, from 
an active harvesting operation.

In exchange, business group 
BID4Oban, which is funding 
the cost of installing and dec-
orating the town’s Christmas 
trees, has agreed to make a 
generous £1,500 donation.

It will go towards a £1,000 
fundraising appeal for the 
Scottish Mountain Rescue 
Team, which was set up in 
Lindsay’s name by his brothers 

Christian and � omas, part-
ner Tracey and mum Carol, 
and has already smashed its 
original target.

� e family said: ‘We have 
been overwhelmed by the 
amount of kindness, support 
and thoughtfulness we have 
received at such a devastating 
time.

‘Lindsay was a modest, unas-
suming man who would never 
have expected such wonderful 
tributes and the dedication 
of the Christmas trees in his 
memory is such a � tting and 

beautiful gesture. We are all 
truly touched and grateful to 
everyone involved.’

John Little, Tilhill’s area 
manager for the West 
Highland District North based 
at Oban, said Lindsay was a � t, 
active young man who loved 
mountain biking, walking and 
climbing all around Scotland 
and beyond.

Mr Little said his forestry ca-
reer in Argyll started in Oban, 
although latterly his o�  ce had 
been in Dunoon, but he was 
well-known and respected in 

the forestry and timber indus-
try throughout the west coast 
of Scotland.

Mr Little said: ‘His sudden 
death came as a great shock to 
us all. His colleagues and the 
contractors who worked close-
ly with him on the harvesting 
sites that Lindsay managed 
were all talking about the 
positive relationships they had 
with him. 

‘� e call from Stuart Clark at 
Argyll and Bute Council came 
at a time when the prospect of 
doing something to remember 

Lindsay by, and raise some 
funds for Scottish Mountain 
Rescue, were very much on our 
minds.

‘It just seemed right to agree 
to supply the town’s Christmas 
trees this year from a forest 
he was involved with and his 
family agreed.’

Mr Little added: ‘Locally, as 
foresters and forest workers, 
we have also directly bene� tted 
from Oban Mountain Rescue’s 
skills when workers have fallen 
ill or had accidents in the for-
est. � eir service is very much 
appreciated by us.’

Mr Little thanked Alan, 
John, James and Colin at Colin 
Brolly Forestry and Alan and 
Denis at Coille Haulage for 
their help.

Andrew Spence, of 
BID4Oban, said it was delight-
ed to support the good cause.

Mr Spence added: ‘We could 
not have undertaken this 
project without the support of 
Oban Common Good Fund, 
Flit Hire, Oban Electrics and 
Argyll and Bute Council.’

People can contribute to the 
fundraising appeal by going to 
the Just Giving page at https://
bit.ly/3l1sXcd

Oban's Christmas Tree has been chosen in memory of 
Lindsay Wood, aged 39, who died suddenly in September.

The Christmas Tree in Argyll Square, Oban, which will be 
decorated soon.
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A

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 10th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £20
B

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

C

John and Jane 
Smith, Oban

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas
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This is a fantastic recipe that can let you get ahead of 
the game at Christmas time. You can make and freeze 
prior to Christmas. Once cooked, it is extremely easy 
to carve and is very tasty. Where possible use good 
quality sausage meat from your local butchers or 
quality shop bought pork sausages. It is excellent
served cold on boxing day
Ingredients
• 700g - Good quality pork sausage meat or 

equivalent good quality pork sausages
• 1 – Medium onion fi nely chopped
• 1 – Small cooking apple chopped
• 50g – Breadcrumbs
• 1 – Egg
• 12 – Rashers streaky bacon
• Small bunch - Freshly chopped parsley
• Small bunch - Freshly chopped sage
• Small bunch - Freshly chopped thyme 
• 1 – Tablespoon olive oil
• 1 – teaspoon of salt
• Roughly ground fresh pepper
• Freshly grated half nutmeg, or small teaspoon
• Butter for greasing
• 4 – 6 Tablespoons cranberry sauce. Best to use 

homemade but a quality sauce can be used
Method
Finely chop onions and add to a pan with olive 
oil. Cook them off  for about fi ve minutes and do 
not allow to brown. Once soft and cooked, put to 
one side to cool down. Best to put on a cold plate. 
In a large mixing bowl add sausage meat, onion, 
chopped apple, breadcrumbs, egg, parsley, sage, 

SAUSAGE MEAT AND CRANBERRY STUFFING ROULADE

thyme, nutmeg, salt, pepper. Mix and combine 
all the ingredients. Best to use hands or wooden 
spoon. Whatever suits.
Making up the roulade
To assemble, butter and season with salt and 
pepper a large sheet of foil. Best to melt butter 
and paint on with pastry brush.  Stretch out the 
bacon rashers slightly with the back of a kitchen 
knife, then overlap 12 rashers on the foil. Spoon 
the stu�  ng mix evenly over the bacon, leaving 
a border of about 3cm. Add the cranberry sauce 
in a line across the centre. Tuck the long edges of 
the bacon over the stu�  ng; then, using the foil to 
help, roll the stu�  ng up into a log shape.
Cooking
Heat oven to 190C/fan 170C/gas 5. Put the foil-
wrapped roll onto a roasting tin and roast for 45 
mins. Unwrap, draining off  any juice, then fi nish 
roasting for 15 mins until the bacon is crisp.

Brought to you by BID4Oban
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A virtual book festival on Mull 
and Iona has reached hundreds 
of schoolchildren.

� anks to funding from the 
Scottish Book Trust, matched 
by Tobermory High School, 
youngsters of primary and sec-
ondary age have been enjoying 
Zoom sessions with authors, 
illustrators and storytellers as 
part of 2020 Book Week.

Despite Covid, classrooms 
across the two islands have 
still been able to take part in 
a programme of virtual events 
spread over two weeks.

‘It’s great we’re still able 
to hold events to cele-
brate  books  and reading, 
despite Covid, especially as I’m 
sure reading will have helped 
a lot of people, young and old, 
through lockdown,’ said Sue 
Penny, who was a librarian at 
Tobermory High School for 

Virtual book festival a real 
page turner for youngsters

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

 A Norco 2020 mountain 
bike was stolen from a 
close in Ulva Road, Oban, 
sometime between 8.45pm 
on Sunday November 15  
and 5.20am on Monday 
November 16.
 Sometime between 
Wednesday November 11 and 
Tuesday November 17, the 
Muthu – formerly Dalmally 
– Hotel, was broken into. A 
vast quantity of televisions, 
irons and beds were amongst 
property stolen. On Saturday 
November 22, there was a 
further attempt to break 
in. Suspects pulled up in 
a vehicle and tried to gain 
access to a side door. They 
were startled by occupants 
and drove o� .
 About 2pm on Thursday 
November 19 on the A85, 
Connel, a woman, aged 37, 
was stopped and searched 
by police and found in illegal 
possession of Diazepam. The 
woman was charged and a 
report will be submitted to 
the Procurator Fiscal.
 Anyone with information 
about any incident should 
contact their local police 
station on 101 or call Crime-
stoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111.

POLICE FILES

more than eight years and 
came up with the idea for the 
� rst Mull and Iona Schools 
Book Festival last year.

Inspired by Tobermory Book 
Festival, cancelled this year 
because of the virus, Sue and 
teachers across the islands in-
itially got together in 2019 for a 
school version to run alongside 
it and create a buzz about 

There be dragons... Dervaig Primary School pupils with their 
dragon drawings after a virtual workshop with illustrator 
Kate Leiper.

reading. Bids for awards from 
Scottish Book Trust’s Live 
Literature funding to bring 
authors and illustrators into 
schools were successful but 
the pandemic meant the 2020 
programme had to go virtual.

‘Last year when we didn’t 
have Covid we had authors 
coming in to run workshops 
and sessions which was great 

but this year a� er getting the 
funding in January we had 
to do it di� erently and it has 
worked really well.

‘We’ve not had to worry 
about ferries and getting our 
guests from here to there on 
time and just in one school. 
Zoom has given us � exibility.’

Sessions for the 2020 Mull 
and Iona Schools Book Festival 
have included workshops with 
Chief Chebe taking pre-5s on 
an African storytelling adven-
ture. He has also been working 
with students at Tobermory 
High School discussing preju-
dice and discrimination.

Illustrator Kate Leiper has 
also been working with S1 
pupils at the high school to 
create illustrations to the poem 
‘Flannan Isle,’ and discussing 
working as a professional artist 
with older students. 

Younger pupils have also 
been enjoying the magic by 
designing their own dragons 

with her. Dervaig pupils, 
who last year studied Lindsay 
Littleson’s book Guardians of 
the Wild Unicorns and met 
her at an event at the 2019 
festival   have been writing to 
her regularly ever since and for 
the 2020 festival online took 
part in a writer’s workshop 
with her.

Older primary pupils in the 
North of Mull joined a work-
shop with children’s author 
Barbara Henderson. 

‘Our pupils have been stud-
ying and loving her book � e 
Siege of Caerlaverock. It � ts in 
perfectly with their topic on 
Scottish castles. 

‘Using some Historic 
Scotland resources they have 
made shields, horses and 
knights, along with catapults. 
� ey have even had catapult 
competitions to see how 
good their designs were,’ said 
Dervaig Primary School head 
teacher Tricia Evans.
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Oban youngsters revel in Girlguiding fun ‘at hame’
Oban District Rangers, 
Guides, Brownies and 
Rainbows have been doing 
their best to keep active 
and serve their community 
during the recent restricted 
times.

Unable to meet in their 
hall, and with group events 
cancelled, the girls have been 
taking part in online activ-
ities set out by the national 
Girlguiding organisation.

All girls were sent 
Girlguiding Scotland’s Tri 
Sports Challenge Booklet 
to complete at home if they 
wished and have been taking 
part in Out and About in 
the Dark, Window to the 
World and Guiding at Hame 
challenges.

� e district was fortunate 
to receive a grant from Tesco 
so all Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides and Rangers have re-
ceived cra� s, which they can 
either complete at home, or 
during the virtual meetings 

or face-to-face unit meetings. 
Individual pencil cases were 
also bought for when the 
girls are back meeting in the 
Guide Hall.

� e 1st Oban Rainbows 
have been meeting online 
and some Rainbows have 
completed Bronze, Silver 
and Gold awards during this 
time. � e Rainbows are also 
taking part in Act Your Age 
with BBC Children in Need  
to earn a Pudsey Badge.

� e girls will also be able to 
enjoy a virtual panto with all 
parents/carers of girls, either 
currently members or on 
the 100-strong waiting lists, 
receiving the link to join the 
fun on Friday December 11, 
though it can be watched at 
any time during the times-
cale given.

Leaders are all working 
hard to make plans for 
supporting Girlguiding from 
January onwards. Each leader 
and units’ circumstances are 
di� erent and the guidelines 
are di� erent for each age 
range, so those not in a 

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

position to return to meeting in 
the hall will be o� ered online 
opportunities to join in and 
access the programme.

A virtual event is also being 
planned for June 2021 when 
members from Ross-shire, 
Caithness, Western Isles, 
Orkney and Sutherland coun-
ties will join in.

In the meantime, the Guide 

Hall has been undergoing a 
makeover, inside and out, and 
is now ready to welcome the 
girls back when covid guide-
lines allow.

Revamped
Indeed, the 5th Oban 

Brownies have recently been 
enjoying the revamped hall 
following the completion of an 
extensive risk assessment.

District commissioner Alison 
MacKenzie said: ‘Girlguiding in 
Oban District has worked hard 
over the past years to refurbish 
the Guide Hall on Soroba Road, 
so it is unfortunate that now 
the work is complete units are 
unable to meet face to face at 
present.

‘Meetings stopped in March 
and since then Girlguiding 

at Scottish and UK level has 
been providing guidance and 
support to leaders with a wide 
range of activities available 
online and as a district we have 
tried to keep in touch with all 
the girls and their leaders.

‘All our leaders are volunteers 
and we always welcome new 
ones, so if you would like to � nd 
out more about Girlguiding in 
Oban please get in touch.’

Oban District Guides thanks  
the following for ensuring its 
headquarters are � t for purpose 
for years to come.

Grants and donations re-
ceived from: Oban Common 
Good Fund, BID4Oban, West 
Highland Housing Association, 
ACHA, Oban Commercial 
Lodge, Floorshop, Homebase 
and MKM.

Contractors: David Taylor, 
Janek, Oban Blinds, Craigard 
Décor, Graham Heron, Keith 
McMillan, Steven Forteith and 
Alan May.

Any parents/carers and 
people interested in becoming 
a leader can contact Alison at 
rascals01@tiscali.co.uk.
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Oban youngsters revel in Girlguiding fun ‘at hame’

5th Oban Brownies have recently been enjoying their revamped hall while the Rainbows have been taking part in home-based activities. More photographs: www.obantimes.co.uk
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd AileinNatural heritage
I must take issue with Ian � ornber’s highly 
political rant in the last two issues, Fighting to 
protect our natural heritage, November 5 and 
November 12.

In the second part of his piece, Mr � ornber 
refers to ‘two new studies’ which apparently 
throw the argument that ‘putting millions of 
trees in the ground will help save the planet’ 
‘into disarray’. Mr � ornber fails to reference 
the two studies he mentions, but it is likely they 
are ‘Impacts of Chilean forest subsidies on forest 
cover, carbon and biodiversity’ by Heilmayr, 
Echeverría and Lambin, and ‘How trees could 
help to save the climate’ by Bastin JF et.al.

Contrary to Mr � ornber’s suggestion, these 
studies do not call into question the potential 
bene� ts of tree planting as part of a package 
of measures to challenge the global climate 
crisis, they merely suggest that throwing huge 
amounts of money at quick-� xes could back� re.

� is is hardly a scienti� c breakthrough and 
certainly does not discredit the concept of 
mass tree planting. � e studies, together with 
additional input from colleagues and commen-
tators, simply suggest care should be taken in 
choosing which land should be planted and that 
mass planting of a single species, no matter what 
species, is generally not a good idea.

Mr � ornber usually provides us with an 
interesting look at an aspect of our local history 
and, although his point of view is o� en clearly 
visible, it does not greatly hinder the story he 
tells. 

� is latest piece was a heavily-biased political 
statement and should therefore be given a right 
of reply.

Joanne Matheson, Acharacle.

Santa teams up with RNIB
Each year, Santa receives millions of letters from 
children all over the world. 

To make sure every child can read his reply, 
he has teamed up once again with the Royal 
National Institute of Blind people (RNIB) to 
make sure his letters are available in accessible 
formats including braille, audio and large print. 

If you know a child with a vision impairment 
who would love to receive a letter from Santa, 
please send their Christmas letter to Santa Claus, 
RNIB, Midgate House, Midgate, Peterborough 
PE1 1TN by Tuesday December 1. 

Alternatively, email santa@rnib.org.uk by 
Monday December 21 for an email with a large-
print attachment. 

Make sure to include the child’s name age, 

Online bullying concerns
Every year thousands of children contact 
Childline about being bullied online and tell us 
they feel it is hard to escape from it.

Lockdown has intensi� ed these feelings for 
many and since April we’ve counselled more 
than 1,500 children and young people across the 
UK about online bullying. Children have told us 
about people sending threatening or abusive 
messages and being pressured into engaging 
in sexual conversations. Others have shared 

that they’ve been excluded from online games 
by other children, while some spoke of online 
identities being stolen to embarrass or cause 
trouble. If a parent thinks their child is being 
bullied online, it can be hard to remain calm, 
but it’s crucial not to overwhelm a child with 
questions. Taking their device away is likely to 
make them feel like whatever has happened is 
their fault. Instead, it’s helpful to listen to their 
worries, suggest they take some time away from 
certain apps and reassure them. Children can 
call Childline on 0800 1111 from 7.30am to 
midnight Monday to Friday or 9am to midnight 
on weekends. Or they can get in touch via www.
childline.org.uk 

Adeniyi Alade, Childline/NSPCC Scotland. 

Bha mi glè thàmailteach a’ faicinn Riaghaltas 
na h-Alba a’ dol an aghaidh cho-dhùnaidhean 
Chomhairlichean na Gàidhealtachd, agus ag 
aontachadh cead-dealbhachaidh dha Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum an ceath-
ramh loidse a thogail ann an Inbhir Ìonaid, a 
dh’aindeoin a’ bhuaidh a bheir an togalach sin 
air dachaigh eile. Far am bheil mìltean de dh’ 
acraichean talmhainn aig an uachdaran seo 
nach bochd gur ann mar seo a dh’� eumas 
a bhith. Shaoileadh tu glè thric gum bheil 
mòran de cho-dhùnaidhean luchd-riaghlaidh a’ 
magadh air a chèile! ’S � ada bho chomharraich 
Ameireagaidh i � èin mar “thìr nan saoranach”, 
is i cho moiteil às a cuid deamocrasaidh ’s gum 
bheil i tric ga sparradh air dùthchannan eile. 
Ladarnas a tha ’s dòcha a’ fàs à cumhachd agus 
meudachd nan Stàitean Aonaichte, ach theag-
amh cuideachd an seòrsa misneachd air an robh 
Barak Obama a’ sgrìobhadh san leabhar “� e 
Audacity of Hope” mu bhith ag amas air shàr 
chinn-uidhe Ameireagaidh. Ach le diùltadh 
gèilleadh ri buil taghaidh na dùthcha tha 
Dòmhnall Trump air criothnachadh a thoirt 
air siostam taghaidh Ameireagaidh, is a chuid 
casaidean foille a’ leantainn gun � ianais dearb-
haidh. Ma tha an siostam mì-onarach a thaobh 
luchd-taice Biden ’s neònach mura biodh an aon 
rud fìor bho thaobh luchd-taice Trump!

Cha robh mise ach beagan is còig bliadhna a 
dh’aois nuair a choinnich dithis “bhalach mòr” 
ri mo phiuthar as sìne, dithis nighean eile, agus 
mi � ìn air ar slighe dhachaigh bhon sgoil. � ug 
iad na bonaidean bho na h-ìghnean agus thilg 

iad ann an lubaichean salach iad, agus airson 
a’ chiad turas bha mi nam � ianais air burraid-
heachd. Bha mise ro bheag dìon de sheòrsa sam 
bith a dhèanamh agus cha do chaill mi riamh 
a’ ghràin a ghabh mi an latha sin, de leithid a 
mhodh-giùlain. Tuigidh sibh mar sin gum bheil 
mi a’ cur làn-thaic ri poileasaidhean a tha a’ 
bacadh burraidheachd ann an suidheachadh 
sam bith, agus cha robh mi ga mheas na annas 
sam bith gun tuirt am Prìomhaire, nuair a bha 
e a’ tighinn ùr dha dhreuchd, gu seasadh esan 
an aghaidh seo cuideachd. Ach bhon uairsin 
chunnacas prìomh chomhairliche dha Boris, 
Dominic Cummings, a’ cur taic ri leithid de 
mhodh, agus toiseach na bliadhna chaidh 
casaid burraidheachd a thogail an aghaidh 
a’ bhana-Mhinistear Priti Patel. Ged a cho-
dhùin sgrùdadh gun robh i air modh-giùlain 
ministrealachd a bhriseadh tha i a’ fuireach 
na dreuchd le taic a’ Phrìomhaire. Aig àm sam 
bheil uimhir a chuideam ga chur air daoine, air 
feadh an t-saoghail, riaghailtean glasaidh agus 
bacaidh Covid 19 a ghleidheadh saoilidh mi gur 
e eisimpleir gu math bochd a tha iad a’ faotainn 
bho na ceannardan a tha seo. Comhairle bhuapa 
nach d’ � uaireadh aca!

Arresting the spread of coronavirus requires 
adherence to a range of di�  cult restrictions on 
personal freedom, but these rules are designed 
for our bene� t. Powerful people do not always 
set the best example by their � outing of estab-
lished rules and principles. 

Allan Campbell. ailean@obantimes.co.uk

postal address, contact number and which 
format they need.

David Clarke, RNIB.

Essential work gives Soroba 
residents the jitters
Worry over Covid is bearing down hard 
on everyone, so it is not surprising Soroba 
residents have the jitters about workmen 
allegedly travelling from a tier four area to 
improve to water pipes under their estate.

Top those concerns with the headache of 
roads being dug up and residents are un-
derstandably fed-up that Scottish Water has 
decided to go ahead now – mid-pandemic 
– with phase one of a massive project that 
could last six months. Despite pleas for the 
work to be delayed until the virus eases, the 
project, deemed ‘essential’, is continuing.

� e question is: how essential is essential?
A� er � e Oban Times contacted Scottish 

Water, assurances were given that measures 
were in place to ensure safe working.

But according to people on the estate and 
those representing them, this is still not 
the right time to carry out the work, saying 
residents have enough to worry about. 
Poignantly, it was pointed out the estate is 
already heavy-hearted at losing one of its 
own – stalwart community volunteer Jessie 
Scott – to the virus. Couldn’t Scottish Water 
have given Soroba a break at least until the 
new year – or brought in workers from simi-
lar or lower tier levels to Oban?



� e Oban Times
Thursday 26 November 2020   17

OT

DISTRICT NEWS
MARTIN LAING
editor@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Craignure’s Catherine Fitness is keeping true to 
her name, by taking on a healthy challenge for 
November.

� e hotel worker, who lost a former boss to 
pancreatic cancer, has given up crisps, chips and 
chocolate for November, and committed herself 
to fast walking and jogging two miles every day 
for the month to help raise awareness of the 
devastating disease and raise funds for more 
research.

Royal British Legion Scotland’s Easdale branch 
raised £2,235.06 for this year’s Poppy Appeal.

Donations from supporters in Seil and 
Luing amounted to £775.94 with £487.87 from 
Kimelford and £971.25, including Gi�  Aid, 
raised on Justgiving.

Branch secretary Jean Alexander said those 

Oban Art Society has disbanded a� er its top 
committee roles remained vacant.

As a result of no members stepping forward to 
� ll the posts of chairman, vice chairman, treas-
urer and secretary, a special general meeting 
was called to decide the society’s fate.

� e decision was taken to wind up the society, 
with any group funds allocated to worthwhile 
art projects in the area which put in bids.

Remaining money was split equally between 
four schools to be used on artistic activities, 
while assets, including exhibition boards, have 
been donated to � e Rock� eld Centre, as has 
the society’s Alba Cup, a trophy sponsored by 
Graham Fraser of Alba Art supplies, so it can 
be used at future exhibitions and competitions.

� anks were extended to former chairman 
Monika Smyth and the other chairmen and 
committee members who have given their time 
over the years to the organisation.

Glencruitten’s Cathedral of Trees is looking for 
more Facebook friends to help it put down roots 
to become more accessible to visitors.

Around £10,000 is needed to create a pathway 
around the feature for wheelchair users and 
those with limited mobility.

� e plan would broaden the use of the spot, not 
far from Oban town centre and just a � ve-min-
ute walk from Glencruitten House car park, that 
saw its popularity boom during lockdown with 
people seeking out nature.

� e scheme would also see more spaces open 
up to be explored.

Funding bids are going in, resources from 
well-wishers are helping to keep down the 
overall cost, but more likes on the Cathedral of 
Trees’  Facebook page would help secure more 
backing from grant givers, says the project’s 
Nicola Moll. If bids are successful, work to open 
up a wider footpath with a viewpoint could start 
as early as next spring, she added.

� e Cathedral of Trees, the only living tree 
church in Scotland, was created by Alexander 
Mackay in 1921 and although currently in the 
process of being restored, is open to the public 
daily.

So far its Facebook page has almost 600 likes. 
You can � nd it at https://www.facebook.com/
cathedralo� rees

Catherine Fitness is 
on a mission with her 
rescue dog Shanna to 
raise awareness and 
funds for Pancreatic 
Cancer UK.

Catherine gets � t for charity

OBAN

Oban Art Society disbands

Monika Smyth opening Oban Art Society’s 
annual exhibition in 2017.

CRAIGNURE

She has almost smashed her £250 goal with 
thanks to well-wishers and her eight-year-old 
rescue dog Shanna, who keeps close to her heels 
on their daily mission.

Catherine, who also raised funds for Cats 
Protection in the summer by doing a virtual 
climb of Ben Nevis with her 10-year-old grand-
son Ruaraidh MacLean, says she hopes her 
challenge will go ‘some way’ to help people with 
pancreatic cancer get diagnosed quicker and 
help researchers � nd new treatments.

Just £15 donated to Pancreatic Cancer UK 
could fund a 30-minute call on its support line 
between a nurse and someone in need.

‘Stopping eating rubbish hasn’t been easy but 
I’ve set my mind to it and am sticking to it. 
� ere have been so many people of late who have 
passed away with 
it a� er just a few 
months of being 
diagnosed. 

‘It’s heart 
breaking. More 
awareness and 
more research is 
desperately need-
ed,’ said Catherine.

According to 
Pancreatic Cancer 
UK, more than half 
of people diagnosed 
with pancreatic 
cancer die within 
three months.

To support 
Catherine’s chal-
lenge go to https://
pcam.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/fundraisers/
catherine� tness

EASDALE

Poppy appeal success

who supported the appeal were ‘wonderful, 
generous people’ and added: ‘Be assured, all of 
this goes to Poppy Scotland to help all veterans 
in need.’

OBAN

Cathedral of Trees appeal

Glencruitten Cathedral of Trees.

Feeling festive
I had promised myself not to use the ‘C’ word 
until December at the earliest but there is, I’m 
afraid, no avoiding it.

Occasionally accused of being a signed up 
member of the Bah! Humbug brigade, I am 
feeling decidedly festive at the moment and, as 
I write this, it’s only mid-November.

� e cause of this unusual frivolity? � e bril-
liant initiatives being rolled out in Oban despite 
the ongoing Covid crisis. Christmas trees are to 
be put up as usual outside the Rock� eld Centre 
and in Argyll Square and the town’s festive 
lights are to be switched on as in any other year. 
And the link between Oban Phoenix Cinema 
and  Spotlight Musical � eatre Company to 
ensure there will be a panto to enjoy, albeit on 
screen rather than live on stage. For those who 
missed the announcement, the cinema is to 
screen Spotlight’s 2015 panto triumph Puss in 
Boots during December. 

� en there are the pop-up shops on the North 
Pier every Saturday to boost funds for the RNLI, 
which provides a vital, lifesaving service for 
Oban and its coastal areas. � e fundraisers do 
a fantastic job and are deserving of the widest 
possible support. 

� is has been a dreadful year and there are 
genuine worries about what the future holds, 
with Christmas uppermost in the thoughts. 
Let’s all pull together to make the most of the 
festive season.

Cold comfort
Signs of ageing? Hmm. Apparently becoming 
hard of hearing is one of them.

� e issue was brought home with a jolt the 
other evening while watching the weather bul-
letin at the end of the BBC Six O’Clock News.

‘A warmer spell is imminent,’ said the pre-
senter, ‘thanks to a front of warm air surging up 
from the Trossachs.’ ‘Great heavens!’ I said to 
the missus. ‘� at is precision forecasting if ever 
I saw it.’ ‘What are you talking about?’ said she.

‘Warm surges from the Trossachs, of course,’ 
I responded. ‘� e Tropics, you idiot!’ she 
explained.
 What do you think? Send your comments 

to editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Hotel fears as travel 
ban becomes law
Hotels across Scotland are gearing up to close 
until the end of January because of the travel 
ban across large swathes of the country, 
tourism leaders have warned.

Marc Crothall, chief executive of the 
Scottish Tourism Alliance, said the travel 
restriction for people living in tier three and 
four areas, and the alcohol ban for many ho-
tel restaurants, has le�  many operators with 
‘no option’ but to either shut until December 
11 or close until the end of January.

Eleven local authorities in Scotland moved 
from level three to level four on Friday 
November 19 until December 11. It has also 
become illegal for people living in level four 
and three places to travel outside their own 
council area unless it’s for an ‘essential pur-
pose,’ such as work or caring responsibilities.

People living outside of a level three or four 
area are not allowed to travel into one, except 
for an essential purpose.

Mr Crothall said he had taken ‘several 
calls’ from hoteliers and hotel associations 
since the First Minister’s announcement on 
Tuesday November 17.

He said: ‘� e hotels I’ve spoken to have told 
me cancellations are already � ooding in as 
guests remain unsure of what will or won’t be 
possible.

‘All are running the numbers to establish 
whether it is viable to stay open and with 
demand already very low for this time of year, 
it would seem highly likely most will close for 
at least the next few months.’

Miss Sturgeon said the tier system in place 
across Scotland allowed it to avoid a national 
lockdown. � e measures were aimed at 
ensuring the virus was not spread from high 
to low prevalence areas. Scotland has seen 
more than 80,000 cases of coronavirus with 
the death toll expected to pass 5,000, she said.

She said: ‘If we see evidence people from 
East or South Ayrshire are visiting places in 
North Ayrshire, or that people from Glasgow 
are going to Inverclyde, we would have no 
choice but to consider level four too, and we 
don’t want to do that. 

‘So it is essential we all abide by travel 
restrictions.’

A � edgling business which launched this year 
has opened a new shop a� er its home delivery 
orders took � ight during lockdown.

Go Naked Veg Ltd, which started in January 
as a home delivery service for fruit and veg, is 
now also trading as a walk-in shop at the former 
Button Nose Boutique premises at the corner of 
Stevenson Street and Combie Street.

Owner Graham West has taken on two 
members of sta�  and is keeping home deliveries 
going as far away as Lochgilphead, Inveraray 
and Kinlochleven.

He got the idea a� er asking people what type 
of shop Oban needed. He is also playing a part 
in helping the area reduce its reliance on plastic 
which is ending up in the oceans, the country-
side and land� ll.

� e walls of the shop are lined with eye-catch-
ing graphics such as ‘one million plastic bottles 
are bought around the world every minute’ and 
that the ‘average person eats 70,000 microplas-
tics every year’.

� e shop’s unique selling point is that it is 
totally plastic free and sells predominantly or-
ganic fruit and veg from local producers - loose 
not pre-packaged.

People can select the precise quantities they 
need rather than being obligated to buy more 
and end up contributing to food waste.

In addition to foods, which include organic 
soups, the shop also sells cleaning products.

� ese can be bought with customers taking 
along a re� llable container or glass jar.

Such is the commitment to going plastic 
free – you can also buy a bamboo toothbrush 
–  Graham is preparing to stock reusable nap-
pies, with disposable nappies being a signi� cant 
contributor to household waste.

Graham, originally from Kent, worked in 

retail management for 20 years for supermar-
ket giants in London, including Tesco and 
Sainsbury's, rising up the ranks a� er becoming 
a manager aged just 19.

Now 46, it was becoming a parent to two 
children that made him realise the futility of 
everything being wrapping in plastic, par-
ticularly coconuts which already come ready 
wrapped in their shell, to bananas which come 
with a skin on!

Passionate, rather than preachy, Graham said: 
‘Since I’ve had children, I've become a lot more 
aware of the world we live in and the e� ects of 
what we are doing to it.

‘We are destroying it. Plastic is a brilliant 
product, there’s no doubt about it, but it is 
destroying the environment and we owe it to 
future generations to start acting now to try 

and do something about it. We’ve all got to do 
our own little bit, even if it’s just reducing the 
plastic use slightly as we have to start looking 
for alternatives or we’ll wreck the environment.’

� e shop also sells a wide range of fruit, from 
clementines, lemons, grapes, kiwis, and three 
di� erent types of apple – Cox’s, Bramley and 
Gala.

It also sells sprouts, carrots, onions, parsnips, 
potatoes, cauli� ower, chillis and broccoli.

Spices, including ginger and turmeric, are also 
available.

Mr West said the response to the shop had 
been ‘amazing’ with good wishes posted on 
social media. 

And he was touched by personal ‘good luck’  
cards sent by other local retailers. ‘It’s been 
fantastic,’ he said.

New Oban shop helps 
customers ‘go naked’

Graham West of Go 
Naked Veg Ltd at 
the new shop on 
Stevenson Street.

Do you have a business that, through no fault of 
your own, � nds itself confronting various pressing 
business problems as a direct result of the government 
restrictions to quell the spread of COVID-19?

CALL OUR DEDICATED HELPLINE
There are various options available to businesses and 
if you need a sounding board or to speak to a � nancial 
expert about your options, we are here to listen and 
o� er free advice.

info@wyliebisset.com      www.wyliebisset.com

4 High Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4BG
Tel: 01631 562478
168 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4TP
Tel: 0141 566 7000

{                                      }Wylie & Bisset giving free business advice 
to steer Scottish businesses through 

the Coronavirus crisis

Call now on 
0141 566 7096
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Candle-maker Hazel’s gateway 
to accelerated business growth  

Demand for support continues

A bespoke candle-maker has acceler-
ated the growth of her business and 
taken on new premises a� er Business 
Gateway helped her secure funding.

Founded in 2019 by Hazel 
MacCormick, Lismore Luminations, 
based on the Isle of Lismore, designs 
and manufactures soy candles and 
ancillary products with unique scents 
inspired by the magni� cent island 
scenery.

Business Gateway worked with 
Hazel a� er she experienced increased 
demand for her products. As well as 
providing a business adviser, they 
signposted her to funding opportu-
nities and helped her access a grant 
from the Local Growth Accelerator 
Programme. � is programme is fund-
ed by Argyll and Bute Council and 
the European Regional Development 
Fund 2014-20 Structural Funds 
Programme.

Using this grant, Hazel expanded 
production from her kitchen to larger 
premises, aiming to provide further 
long-term employment opportunities 
on the island.

Hazel said: ‘Before working with 
Business Gateway, I would never have 
imagined I could turn my hobby into 
a growing business. With its support, 
I have been able to access funding, 
expand into new premises and create 
a successful brand that I hope will 
bring jobs to the community in the 
future.’

Argyll and Bute Council is 
encouraging local businesses with 
growth ambitions to make the 
most of its Business Gateway Local 
Growth Accelerator Programme, 
which will continue until the end 
of 2021.

Despite the impact of Covid-19 
restrictions, a number of busi-
nesses across Argyll and Bute have 
continued to take advantage of the 
support on o� er, with 26 grants 
worth more than £136,000 in total 
awarded since March 2020.

Although the Covid-19 pandemic 
has had a negative impact on many 
sectors, some businesses have been 
able to keep their growth plans on 
track and others have adapted their 
business model to keep growing in 
a di� erent way.

� e Business Gateway Local 
Growth Accelerator Programme 
gives growing local businesses the 
chance to access specialist advice 
and grant funding to help them 
expand.

Worth a total of £855,239, the 
programme is funded by Argyll 
and Bute Council and the European 
Regional Development Fund under 
the 2014-2020 Structural Funds 
Programme.

Growth grants can cover 50 per 
cent of costs, up to £5,000, for pro-
jects linked to business growth and 
up to £1,500 to support training, 
accreditation or attendance at trade 
fairs linked to growth.

Councillor Alastair Redman, 
Policy Lead for Business, 
Regeneration and Commercial 

Development, said: ‘Despite 
enormous pressure, it is encourag-
ing to see many businesses adapt to 
this global pandemic and refocus 
their growth ambitions. Successful 
businesses are key to our local 
economy and the support on o� er 
from this growth programme can 
help them move forward.’

To access support, businesses 
must � rst register for the 
programme. Anyone wanting to 
discuss their eligibility should visit 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/bglgap 
or talk to a Business Gateway 
adviser on 01546 604555. A 
Business Gateway adviser will work 
with businesses registered for the 
programme to develop a growth 
plan and access support.

� e Covid-19 restrictions and 
impact on the economy has created 
challenges for many businesses, 
forcing them to adapt previous 
plans and explore new ways 
keep the business sustainable. 
In response to this, the council 
has secured agreement from 
the Scottish Government to add 
recovery support to the growth 
support on o� er within the 
programme and details of this will 
be announced soon.

Business Gateway also provides a 
comprehensive programme of we-
binars, access to business advisers 
and subject experts, information, 
guides and information on funding 
opportunities to help anyone 
looking to help their business start, 
survive or grow.  Find out more at 
www.bgateway.com

Businesses required to either close 
by law as a result of Covid-19 
restrictions, or required by law 
to modify operations, could be 
entitled to a grant from the recently 
launched Strategic Framework 
Business Fund.

� ere are two types of business 
grant available. � e Temporary 
Closure Grant can provide £2,000 
or £3,000, depending on rateable 
value, for businesses required 
to close by law. � e Restrictions 
Grant can provide £1,400 or £2,100, 
depending on rateable value, 

for businesses that remain open 
but are speci� cally required by 
protective measures to modify their 
operations.

For businesses based or head-
quartered within Argyll and Bute, 
these grants are administered on 
behalf of the Scottish Government 
by Argyll and Bute Council.  
Eligibility is set by the Scottish 
Government and depends on 
what level of protective measures 
are in place at any point in time. 
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
strategic-framework-business-fund

Temporary closure and restriction grants

� rough Business Gateway, Hazel 
bene� ted from a range of services 
including one-to-one support, advice 
on her business plan and support to 
help identify potential markets for 
her business, which helped expand 
her customer base across mainland 
Scotland and the UK. 

She also engaged with DigitalBoost, 
Scotland’s national digital training 
programme, delivered by Business 
Gateway.

� e combination of funding and 
business support services has resulted 
in the development and creation of 
new candle scents and products.

She said: ‘When the coronavirus 
pandemic hit, I had to adapt my 
business as I was no longer able to 
attend markets or sell in shops. With 
the support of Business Gateway, I 
developed my online sales via my 
website. � e one-to-one support has 
been invaluable with social network 
marketing.’

Angela Vernel, business adviser for 
Business Gateway, said: ‘� e Argyll 
and Bute Local Growth Accelerator 
Programme has been highly e� ec-

tive helping the growth of Lismore 
Luminations. It’s fantastic to see how 
Hazel has had the con� dence to build 
her brand, develop new products and 
expand.

‘� roughout this pandemic, people 
have been taking time to evaluate 
what they want to do with their ca-
reers. Hazel’s story shows it’s possible 
to take your hobby and make it into 
a thriving business, especially if you 
reach out and access the support 
available.’

For more information and to con-
nect with Business Gateway please 
visit www.bgateway.com or contact 
01546 808363.

Hazel MacCormick has been able to expand her Lismore-based candle 
business thanks to the help of Business Gateway.

Some of Lismore Luminations’ 
range of products.

‘Hazel’s story shows it’s 
possible to take your hobby 
and make it into a thriving 
business, especially if you 
reach out and access the 
support available.’

Get the best from your business  
with help from Business Gateway.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your  
local o�ce on 01546 808 363 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute
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History of Killundine – 
an old Highland estate
IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines

Killundine Estate, lying between Lochaline and 
Drimnin on the southern shores of the Sound 
of Mull, was the subject of a recent attempted 
group buyout which failed because it did not get 
the backing of the local community.

� e amount of media attention was interesting, 
probably as nothing like it had ever been tried 
in land-locked Morvern before and because the 
bidders assumed, wrongly as it turned out, that 
they could hardly fail in the current political 
climate.

Doubtless there will be more to come when the 
name of the new owners and their future plans 
for the estate are revealed. In the meantime 
what of Killundine’s history and the people who 
used to live there?

In his History of the Celtic Place-names of 
Scotland (Edinburgh 1929), William J Watson 
(1865-1948), Professor of Celtic Languages and 

one of the greatest Scottish scholars of the 20th 
century, tells us Killundine takes its name from 
a monastery established by Finten, one of St 
Columba’s followers.

St Adomnan (627-ca704), 9th abbot of Iona 
Abbey, wrote a book called the Life of St 
Columba in which he gives an account of St 
Columba healing a sick youth, Finten, by his 
prayers, and prophesying he would live to a 
good old age. Apparently Finten did ful� l the 
Saint’s prophecy and died, ‘a� er founding the 
monastery of Kailli-au-inde’.

� e footings of an ancient church site 
and graveyard shown on old maps as ‘Cill 
Fhionntain’ can be seen near the mouth of the 
Killundine River. On the hill above are the 
remains of two burial cairns ascribed to the 
Bronze Age period. Both have been heavily 
robbed of stone for nearby walls; originally they 
would have held central stone co�  ns, or cists, 
containing clay urns of cremated human bones.

Down by the shore, but no longer belonging to 
the estate, are the remains of the 17th century 
Caisteal nan Con (Gaelic - Castle of the Dogs) 
which stands on an earlier prehistoric fort). 

According to local tradition the castle gained its 
name from the time when the Macleans sailed 
across from Aros to hunt deer on the Morvern 
hills and kennelled their noisy hounds over-
night in or near the castle.

� e ruined castle and fort came back to the 
Macleans not long ago but no howling has been 
heard since.

Although the estate has had many owners in 
its recorded history, it is no di� erent in that 
respect to many other West Highland properties 
as family fortunes, litigation and government 
taxation took their toll.

� e earliest were the MacDougalls, followed 
by the MacDonalds Lords of the Isles, who had 
the power of life and death over just about every 
living thing.

� en up popped the Campbells bringing 
a degree of sanity to a previously feud-torn 
countryside, to be beaten back by the Macleans 
of Duart who, although enjoying a � ght, were 
marginally civilised for the time.

� e Duke of Argyll sold out in 1821 to Donald 
Campbell, his sitting tenant, for £7,500 who 
promptly passed it to a Dr John Maclean from 
Mull whose trustees sold it in 1858 to Charles 
Cheape of St Andrews for double the price. It is 
interesting to see in the original deed of sale that 
the trustees were not to interfere with the woods 
on the estate indicating they must have been of 
considerable value even then.

� e Cheapes hailed from the east coast of 
Scotland where their name was writ large and 
deep across the Kingdom of Fife. Later, when 
they bought land in Mull and Morvern, their 
reputation as good and popular farmers and 
landowners followed them.

Being enlightened agriculturalists they 
were most likely responsible for draining and 
improving the land and erecting the better 
quality houses and farm buildings which are in 
evidence at Killundine today.

� ere were 43 people occupying seven houses 
on the estate in 1779 and 41 living in six houses 
62 years later - an unusual statistic for the time 
suggesting that unlike many other Morvern 
properties in the 19th century, there had been 
few if any evictions.

� e Cheapes were also soldiers. Charles, who 

bought Killundine, was a colonel in the Bengal 
Army. � ere were two daughters: Ann Lilias 
married Sir John Morris who, on the death of 
his father-in-law in 1890, inherited Killundine 
and Rose, who married another British o�  cer 
attached to the Bengal Engineers.

� e Cheapes, who established one of the � rst 
herds of pedigree Highland cattle in Argyll, 
held onto the estate until 1895 when it passed 
to the Morrises – some of whom are buried and 
commemorated in a small private cemetery 
close to the ancient church site near the mouth 
of the Killundine River.

It was Colonel Cheape and his wife who paid 
for the building of Ferenish Church between 
Killundine and Bunavullin near Drimnin in 
1892. On the day it was opened, the Rev Dr 
Norman Macleod, a son of Rev John Macleod 
of Fiunary, known as ‘the High Priest’ on ac-
count of his great height, told the congregation, 
‘Colonel Cheape was a man who was not only The 17th century Castle of the Dogs – formerly part of Killundine Estate. Photograph: Iain Thornber. 

 
FRIDAY FORECAST

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 
26, 2020 are listed below with diff erences for major ports listed 
underneath. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thursday 
Light cloud and light winds
Temperatures 5°C to 6ºC.

Friday 
Light cloud and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 5°C to 8ºC.

WEEKEND OUTLOOK
Saturday 
Light cloud and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 5ºC to 7ºC.

Sunday
Light cloud and a gentle breeze
Temperatures 6ºC to 8ºC.

WEATHER

HIGH LOW

8 5
MPH7

Chain, shackles and buoys 
all available to purchase

Thur 03.16 3.2 08.31 1.5 
 15.32 3.6 21.51 1.6
Fri 03.45 3.4 10.12 1.4 
 16.05 3.7 22.23 1.4
Sat 04.17 3.6 10.47 1.3 
 16.38 3.9 22.54 1.3
Sun 04.50 3.8 11.18 1.3 
 17.12 3.9 23.27 1.2
Mon 05.23 3.9 11.49 1.3 
 17.46 4.0 **.** *.*
Tues 00.00 1.1 05.54 3.9 
 12.23 1.3 18.19 3.9
Wed 00.35 1.1 06.26 3.9
 12.56 1.4 18.51 3.8 
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

A screenshot of one of the photographs in 
Down Memory Lane a couple of weeks ago 
was passed on to Neil Cameron, sparking a 
few memories.

He told the Oban Times: ‘� e photograph 
showing four men in a boat was taken at the 
launch of the Wheelyboat, for use by disabled 
anglers, at the Storr Lochs on Skye. 

‘Portree Angling Association saw a need for 
a boat that would allow wheelchair bound 
anglers access to the brown trout � shing on 
Loch Leathan.

‘� e next thing was how would we be able to 
pay for it. Local and national businesses were 
contacted and asked to contribute. Many small 
shops contributed and some of the national 
companies were happy to help. 

‘Among others, the Cooperative, Diageo 
through Talisker Whisky, and � e Royal Mail 
were major contributors. � e club made up the 
shortfall, but with the generosity of donations 
it was not much to � nd.

‘� e boat and outboard cost in the region of 
£7,000.

‘� e photograph from right to le�  shows 
me, I was secretary of the club then, Mike 
McDiarmaid, local manager in the Royal Mail 
sorting o�  ce, Jim Anderson, area manager for 
Royal Mail, and DA Morrison, the then club 
chairman.

‘Putting a date on it is hard, but I think it was 
about 25 years ago.

‘� e boat is still in use but getting towards 
the end of is serviceable days. 

‘Maybe it’s time for another appeal to fund a 
replacement. 

‘� e original boat is made of aluminium but 
now they are made of plastic material and cost 
about £20,000 plus engine. So a considerable 
task. 

‘Sadly Mike McDermid and DA Morrison 
have both died.’

If anyone wants to � nd out more about the 
Wheelyboats, visit www.wheelyboats.org/

Fishing club encourages disabled anglers

Killundine House, demolished in the 
1950s. Photograph supplied by Iain Thornber.

deservedly respected but universally beloved in 
this parish. No one could have come in contact 
with him without appreciating his many good 
qualities of head and heart. A kinder friend or a 
better neighbour there could not be’.

Sir John Morris was the eldest son of Henry 
Morris of the Madras Civil Service. He and his 
wife Lilias had � ve sons and four daughters. 
Nearly all of the sons were in the Indian Civil 
Service. Sir John had a gi�  for languages and 
won a gold medal in Persian, Urdu and Hindi. 
He was the Assistant Commissioner, Magistrate 
and Collector in the Punjab where he was once 
nearly killed by mutineers. When he retired in 
1883, he received the thanks of the Government 
of India and created Knight Commander of 
the Star of India. He enjoyed wonderful health 
and, despite being 85, was out on the hill at 
Killundine where he shot several brace of grouse 
a few weeks before his death on  September 14 
1912.

Four days later, a large number of mourners 
gathered at Killundine House at 11am to pay 
their respects. � e chief mourners were the 
widow and the only son, Mr Lawrence Morris, 
Mr Alexander Morris (brother), Major Richard 
O’Connor (nephew) and Dr Angus Miller, 
Morvern’s GP. A� er the short service, which 
was conducted by the Rev Kenneth Maclean, the 
co�  n was carried shoulder high by men, most 
of whom had been employed on the estate since 
their youth, to the SS Princess Louise moored at 
the ‘Dripping Cave’.

According to an eye-witness account it was a 
calm and cloudless day with the sound looking 
like a sheet of silver as the remains were carried 
aboard the steamer specially chartered from 
Oban for the occasion. ‘It was a touching sight,’ 
remarked one mourner, ‘to see not only the 
men but also the women of Killundine standing 
sadly on the shore as the steamer moved away.’

To be continued next week.
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In the last of our Kay 
McDonald series the 
popular, ever cheery, 
Town Ambassador tells 
us just what it is about her 
birthplace that compels 
her to extol its virtues to 
absolutely anyone who 
will listen.
Kay was born and bred 
in Oban and, apart from 
a spell at college in Ayr, 
has lived here all her life.
‘I wouldn’t want to be 
anywhere else,’ she told 
us.
‘To me Oban is home, 
and I’ve always been 
very proud to call it that.’
Born in Glen Euchar 
Maternity hospital, 
Kay went to Rockfi eld 
and then Park Primary 
Schools beforemoving 
onto Oban High School. 

On leaving school she 
qualifi ed as a teacher 
but on her return to Oban 
she discovered a passion 
for tourism through her 
work in the Tourist Offi ce 
at Boswell House.
She has also worked in 
Radio Rentals, Gem Box 
and as a carer.
In 2013 Kay applied for 
the position of Town 
Ambassador with 
BID4Oban and the rest is 
history. As well as meet-
ing and greeting she 
takes care of social me-
dia with the LoveOban, 
BID4Oban and Oban 
Town Diary Facebook 
pages as well as helping 
out with admin in the 
Stevenson Street offi ce.
‘It’s defi nitely the best 
job I have ever had,’ she 

added.
‘What makes my job 
such a pleasure is being 
able to share my love of 
the town with others and 
see how much joy being 
in Oban brings them.’
‘The visitors who arrive by 
ship are especially taken 
with the panorama of 
Oban spread before 
them.’

Kay’s family history is 
also part of what makes 
Oban so special to her. 
Her Dad’s family arrived 
in Oban from Tobermory 
in the very early 1800’s 
and one ancestor 
worked on McCaig’s 
Tower while her Mum’s 
family has a very similar 
history arriving from 
Northern Ireland.

‘Both sides of the family 
have names on the War 
Memorial and every-
where I go in the town 
is tied up in my history, I 
love looking at very old 
photos of the town and 
wondering if I’m related 
to any of the people 
pictured,’ she said.
Kay is a member of the 
local SWI, Oban and 
Kilmore Parish Church 
where she teaches 
Sunday School. She has 
been involved with the 
Carers Centre for years 
having been a Carer 
herself, it was through 
funding from them she 
learned to do Indian 
Head Massage and until 
last year did weekly ses-
sions in the Centre.  She is 
also a member of Oban 

Shop local, support local, use local
OT
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Shop local, support local, use local Sponsored 
by

and Lorn Lions.
In her spare time! Kay 
enjoys reading, walking 
the dog, crocheting, 
felting and being part of 
the Pink Ladies pub quiz 
team.
But most of all, Kay loves 
Oban.
‘I love the beauty of the 
area, the friendliness and 
hospitality of people, all 
the things that combine 
to make it the special 
place it is. Being able to 
walk down the street and 
stop and chat to people 
and glance up and see 
Oban Bay is just fantas-
tic,’ she concluded.

OT
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by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Following the weekly Friday 
night cèilidhs which have 
been going on since March, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is to 
host a New Year’s Day cèilidh 
live online on January 1 at 7pm, 
subject to local restrictions.

� e cèilidh will be streamed 
on the comhairle Facebook 
page, as well as being streamed 
into every care home in the 
Western Isles, and will also be 
available to watch a� erwards.

Colin George Morrison, 
media cordinator at the com-
hairle, said: ‘� e comhairle 
is very pleased to welcome 
back Willie Campbell, Iain 
‘Costello’ Maciver and Calum 
Martin to host the live cèilidh 
on New Year’s Day.

‘� e artists will be per-
forming solo songs as well 
as singing together. � is will 
include a specially composed 
song for the event, with a 
mixture of Gaelic and English. 
� e song will be available for 

download a� er the cèilidh, and 
all funds from sales will go to 
the Bethesda Hospice.

‘We hope the community will 
support the event as they have 
done the weekly cèilidhs over 
the past few months.’

� ere is an opportunity for 
the public to submit dùrach-
dan/New Year messages which 
will run at the bottom of the 
screen for the duration of the 
cèilidh. 

Should anyone wish to sub-
mit a dùrachd or a New Year 
message for friends or family, 
please email them to p.scott@
cne-siar.gov.uk. � ere will be 
a 140-character limit on each 
dùrachd, and the deadline is 
5pm on Wednesday November 
25.

Willie said: ‘It’s been a di�  -
cult year for everyone, so it’s 
been amazing to be able to sing 

for people on the livestreams 
the last six months. � e good-
will towards the musicians 
who have taken part, and the 
council for arranging them, 
has been special to see. We’ve 
all noticed while playing that 
people are enjoying the music 
and socialising during them, 
it gives you a real sense of how 
the community has pulled 
together this year.

‘I’m delighted to have been 
part of it, so I’m really looking 
forward to the New Year’s Day 
cèilidh when in a way that 
feeling of hope and gathering 
is even more important. 

'Iain, Calum and I share a lot 
of the same taste in music and 
enjoy harmonising. It’ll be a 
really fun night.’

Calum said: ‘� ere is noth-
ing quite like playing music 

together in a group setting and 
although I have really enjoyed 
all my solo cèilidhs so far, it 
is very exciting to be able to 
team together with two of the 
island’s best to hopefully put a 
smile on your faces with classic 
songs in both Gaelic and 
English.‘

Iain ‘Costello’ added: ‘At � rst 
I wasn’t con� dent with the live 
element of the comhairle Covid 
cèilidhs, but since becoming 
involved I’ve loved being part 
of the project and seeing how 
it has helped people through 
these uncertain times.

‘I’m so happy to be given the 
opportunity to perform live 
with Calum and Willie on 
what promises to be a fabulous 
cèilidh.’

Further details on the cèilidh 
will be released soon.

Comhairle set to host live 
New Year’s Day cèilidh

Willie Campbell, Iain 
‘Costello’ Maciver and 
Calum Martin will host the 
live cèilidh on New Year’s 
Day, restrictions allowing.
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Robert in lockdown
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Iain MacKay
I was saddened last week to 
hear of the passing of Iain 
MacKay. Iain was a simply 
phenomenal Gaelic singer (one 
of the very best) and social 
media has justi� ably been full 
of lovely tributes to him. 

He was not a man I knew 
particularly well but, on the 
odd occasion I would bump 
into him, he was always up 
for a blether – usually on the 
subject of Gaelic singing about 
which he was so passionate. 

I greatly enjoyed chatting 
to him for a fair while in the 
street one a� ernoon as the 
sun beat down on a Stornoway 
Mòd a few years ago and have 
great memories of hearing him 
singing in pubs or at cèilidhs 
during various Mòds when I 
was younger. 

His Voice of the Hebrides 
album o� en comes on in my 
car and his rendition of Guma 
Slàn do na Fearaibh always 
captures my attention imme-
diately. What a voice. Iain’s 
contribution to Gaelic music 
and culture was immense. My 
thoughts are with his family.

Virtual gigs 
aplenty 
While live music is unfortu-
nately still on hiatus, there 
have been plenty of virtual 
performances to keep Gaelic 
music lovers entertained in 
recent weeks. 

I previewed Mànran’s virtual 
10th Anniversary gig from 
the Barrowland Ballroom 

a number of weeks ago and 
thoroughly enjoyed watching 
it from the comfort of my � at. 

� e Blas Festival has also 
had a number of virtual gigs 
and its programme runs until 
the end of the month with 
performances from Trail 
West, Sian, Ingrid Henderson, 
Hugh Dan MacLennan, Mary 
Ann Kennedy, Rachel Walker, 
Beinn Lee, and Gary Innes. 

� e Edinburgh Sutherland 
Association also has a fan-
tastic virtual cèilidh lined 
up on Monday November 30 
including performances from 
Julie Fowlis, Allan Henderson, 
Sandy Brechin, James 
Graham, Darren MacLean, 
Calum Alex MacMillan, 
Carol-Anne MacKay, and Neil 
John MacPhail. 

If you’re in a similar tier of 
lockdown restrictions as I am, 
I can’t imagine you have any 
other plans this weekend any-
way! So put your feet up, pour 
yourself a large one, get online, 
and check all these gigs out!

Comunn Tìr nam 
Beann's card
� e Comunn Tir nam Beann 
Dùn Èideann, whose cèilidhs 
I wrote about regularly prior 
to lockdown, has this year 
released a Christmas and New 
Year’s greetings card to mark 
its centenary year. 

� e card has a beautiful pic-
ture of sunny Arthur’s Seat and 
costs £1, including post and 
packing, sold on a � rst-come-
� rst-served basis. Contact 
Tam Burke on 07984943192 
with orders. It is a di�  cult 
time for such associations so 
it’s nice to see them raising a 
little bit of money in order that 
they can host cèilidhs once 
it is safe to do so again. � e 
comunn hopes to have ceilidhs 
on February 6 and March 6 
2021 and its centenary dinner 
on Friday March 26 2021 in 
the Royal Scots Club followed 
by entertainment from Gaelic 
singers and musicians.

Sian and Trail West, who will perform a virtual gig for the 
Blas festival this Saturday.

Masks/face coverings must be worn when entering and moving around the cinema. You
can remove masks once seated to have food and drink. Visit www.obanphoenix.com/

covid-19 for full details.

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.

Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

THIS WEEKEND

WHAT'SON
ATOBANPHOENIXCINEMA

THE LOST PRINCE LE PRINCE
OUBLIÉ
Adventure, Comedy, Family
Rated 12A | Nov 27 & 30
Djibi is a single father whose life
revolves around his beloved 8-
year-old daughter Sofia. In her
bed�me story every night, he
takes her to Storyland, a fantasy
film studio where their
extraordinary adventures come
to life with the heroine always
Princess Sofia and her father the
valiant prince. However, three
years on pre-teen Sofia begins to
grow out of her father’s stories,
crea�ng her own, and Djibi faces
his toughest challenge yet –
maintaining his role.

Also features in:
11 Films Celebrating People of Colour

Film FestivalCOMING IN DECEMBER

THE SLEEPING CAR MURDERS
COMPARTIMENT TUEURS

SMALL COUNTRY
PETIT PAYS

FRIDAY 27 NOV
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 16:30
The Secret Garden | PG 16:45
Saint Maud | 15 19:00
The Lost Prince | 12A 19:30
Le Prince Oublié

SATURDAY 28 NOV
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 16:30
The Secret Garden | PG 16:45
Saint Maud | 15 19:00
Harry Potter: Order of the Phoenix |12A 19:15

SUNDAY 29 NOV
Two By Two: Overboard! | PG 16:30
The Secret Garden | PG 16:45
Saint Maud | 15 19:00
Kinky Boots The Musical | 12A 19:30

MONDAY 30 NOV
The Lost Prince | 12A 14:30
Le Prince Oublié

TUESDAY 1-THURSDAY 3 DEC
CLOSED

FRIDAY 4 DEC
OPEN - SEE WHAT'S ON, ONLINE NOW AT
WWW.OBANPHOENIX.COM

Maud, an unstable, newly devout
hospice nurse, becomes obsessed
with saving her dying patient's
soul -- but sinister forces and her
own sinful past threaten her holy
calling.

DRAMA / HORROR / MYSTERY

ONE NIGHT ONLY
SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER

BOOK NOW
THE MUSICAL
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Across

7 Recently (6)

8 Cavalry member (6)

9 Seductress (4)

10 Locally done (8)

11 Relating to lymph glands (7)

13 Joint part (5)

15 Breakfast strip (5)

16 Inoculation (7)

18 Finger end grinder (8)

19 Whitish (4)

21 Canned (6)

22 Icily (6)

Down

1 Showy (4)

2 Game of knockdown (6,7)

3 Infectious desease (7)

4 Rap (5)

5 Above suspicion (13)

6 Expel (4,4)

12 Exciting (8)

14 Rhythm (7)

17 A chicken (5)

20 Set aside (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS
Tune in to 103.3 Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 

For requests, competitions or questions please call us 
on 01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

MONDAY: 8am-12pm  Breakfast show with Stephen
 5pm-7pm  Drive time with Marcus
 12-3pm  Lunch with Bob G
 4.45pm-5pm  Talking Papers
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Marcus
 7pm-8pm  Highland Fling with Rosemary
 8pm-9pm  John McLuckies Show
 9pm  David Cullen Show
TUESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-12.30pm Ken Hunter
 1pm-3pm  Macky on FM
 3pm-5pm  Mental Musings with Mer & Vicky
 5pm-7pm  Drive Times with Bob G
 7pm-8pm  Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
 8pm-9pm  Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
WEDNESDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Comfort Zone with Lesley
 1pm-3pm  Doug in the afternoon
 4pm-7pm  Drive Times with Campbell
 7pm-9pm  Country meets Rock N Roll with Len
 9pm  Gordon’s Grooves
THURDAY: 8am-11am  Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
 11am-2pm  Lunch Show with Steve
 3pm-7pm  Drive Time with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  Christine’s Collections
 9pm-10pm  Ann’s Ceilidh
 10pm  Margo  Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Jay
 10am-1pm  The One with Allan
 1pm-1.15pm  Talking Papers
 4pm-6:45pm  Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry
 6:45pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
 10pm  Late Show with Jay.
SATURDAY: 8am-10am  Breakfast Show with Stephen
 10am-1pm  Saturday Morning Live with Linda
 3pm-6pm Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
 6pm-7pm  Sports View with the Dream Team
 7pm-8pm  Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling
 8pm-10pm  Evening Show with Dave Hobbs
SUNDAY: 9am-11am  Sunday Morning with Breege
 11am-2pm  Sunday Brunch with Stephen
 7pm-9pm  New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
 9pm  Drum & Bass with Graham.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

� e University of the 
Highlands and Islands has 
announced its � rst ‘live stream 
music tour’, featuring alumni 
who will receive a fee for their 
performance.

� is new initiative has been 
set-up by the university to 
show its support for its music 
alumni community, which has 
been a� ected by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

#UHIMusicLive will host 
two music sessions, every 
Wednesday and Friday night, 
for four weeks which started on 
November 18. 

All performers are alumni 
of the university and will be 
paid for their 45-minute live 
set on Facebook. Fees are being 
donated by several individuals 
and companies who also want 
to show their support in these 
di�  cult times.

Talking about how this 
initiative came to life, Pete 
Honeyman, Creative and 
Cultural Industries subject 
network leader, said: '� e 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands has been at the 
forefront of music education in 
Scotland for many years and we 
o� er support to our students 
for life.

'� ese are extremely chal-
lenging times for the music 
industry, with live music for-
bidden and social distancing 
requirements making it 
almost impossible for group 

music-making to take place 
and we wanted to � nd a way to 
support our alumni.

'We’ve creatively combined 
our skills and resources to 
design, produce, promote 
and, importantly, make sure 
the performers are paid a 
fee, which has been achieved 
through the generosity of 
donors.

'We have been privileged to 
watch many of our alumni 
grow and maintain successful 
careers, entertaining many 
with live performances at ven-
ues locally and worldwide from 
working bands and artists such 
as Julie Fowlis, � e Rezillos, 
Nazareth, Stiltskin, Runrig, 
Wolfstone, Belle and Sebastian, 
Texas and many, many more. 

#UHIMusicLive will allow this 
tradition to continue while we 
patiently await a return to live 
music.’

Alison Wilson, head of devel-
opment at the University of the 
Highlands and Islands, added: 
'We have had such a great re-
sponse from the donors invited 
to support #UHIMusicLive.

'� e spirit of community, 
people coming together to 
help our students and alumni 
through the challenges faced 
by Covid-19, is just wonderful. 
A huge thank you to everyone 
who has stepped forward to 
help us this year.

'All donations we receive 
from individuals and business, 
no matter what size, make 
a real di� erence, especially 

during these uncertain times.
'We want to continue to raise 

funds to help our students 
and alumni a� ected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, through 
initiatives like this music fund 
and the emergency study fund, 
as well as our regular funds, 
scholarships and prizes. Please, 
if you can donate, get in touch 
by emailing development@uhi.
ac.uk or visit the website www.
uhi.ac.uk/development to � nd 
out more.’

To watch any of the live 
performances, visit the uni-
versity’s Facebook page every 
Wednesday and Friday night at 
8.30pm. 

'Like’ the university's page 
to get noti� cations when the 
alumni go live.

New boost to create live 
music gigs for alumni

#UHIMusicLive is hosting two music sessions, every Wednesday and Friday night.

Oban singer songwriter and 
hip hop artist Rory O’B is 
featured on a new album by 
top trance DJ Will Atkinson, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

Rory put spoken words to a 
track called Unspoken Words 
on Will’s latest album – � e 
Last King of Scotland – re-
leased earlier this month.

� e track took a number of 
studio meet-ups over a couple 
of months to produce, with 
Rory creating the words and 
Will producing, mixing and 
recording the � nal piece.

Oban singer Rhianna 
McMahon, who is in Rory’s 
own band � e Romanas, also 
performs on the album. 

� e pair, who were apart 
during lockdown, with Rory 
now based in Glasgow, have 

been working on ideas for new 
material of their own and hope 
to release something soon.

Rory, who released an EP 
about four years ago, has 
worked with Will before and 
also plans to bring out a solo EP 
in the New Year optimistically, 
considering the pandemic, 
called � e Sun Will Rise.

With Covid cancelling gigs 
and lockdown making life 
tough for performing artists, 
Rory is hoping 2021 will be a 
happier new year for fellow 
artists and get them back on 
stage in front of live crowds.

‘I’d made the conscious deci-
sion not to do too many gigs so 
I could concentrate on creating 
and writing new material, but 
I really didn’t realise I would 
miss gigs just this much until 

Covid happened. I’m really 
hoping 2021 will pick up. 
� ere’s lots to look forward to.’

Rory O'B gets a word in

Oban's Rory O'B features on 
the new album of top trance 
DJ Will Atkinson.
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DIARDAOIN 26 an t-Samhain
THURSDAY 26 November
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19 :00 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhoir 
 (Small Hands in A Big War) (rpt)
19.25 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19.50 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 NEW Eorpa
21:00 An Lan – A’ Tuigsinn an Lain (rpt)
22.00 FUNC (rpt)
22.30 NEW Ealu as Eirinn 2020/21 
23.20 Binneas na Trads (rpt)
23.30 Na Trads: An Tobar (rpt)

DIHAOINE 27 an t-Samhain
FRIDAY 27 November
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
18.40 An Là – News 
18.50 NEW UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 Quali� ers  
 – Portugal v Scotland 
20.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
21.00 Monte Cassino (rpt)
21.45 Sgeul Slainte (rpt)
22.00 Twin (rpt)
22.45 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
22.50 Binneas na Trads (rpt)
23.00 ALT (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 28 an t-Samhain
SATURDAY 28 November
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
17:45 An Là – News 
18.00 Monte Cassino (rpt)
18.45 Anna Bheag (rpt)
19.35 Astrid : The Quay Sessions (rpt)
20.00 Cearcall (rpt)

20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 ALT (rpt)
19.45 Machair (rpt)
22.00 Ealu as Eirinn 2020/21 (rpt)
22.50 Talla Sheorais (rpt)
23.35 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.40 Opry le Daniel (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 29 an t-Samhain
SUNDAY 29 November
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
18.15  An La – News
18.30 Seachd La – News Review 
19.30 NEW Alleluia! 
20.00 Eorpa (rpt)
20.30 Ceann an Righ (rpt)
21.00 Opry le Daniel (rpt)
21.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
22.00 ALT (rpt)
23.00 Twin (rpt)
23.45 Port- Druthag Bheag Eile (rpt)

DILUAIN 30 an t-Samhain
MONDAY 30 November
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19:00 Turas a’ Bhradain/
 The Salmon’s Journey (rpt)
19 :30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20.30 An Lot (rpt)
21.00 Sloinneach/Far-ainmean – Trusadh (rpt)
22.00 Julie Fowlis – Ceol Aig Baile (rpt)
22.30 Ionad Hiort – Oir An Dochais (rpt)
23.30 FUNC (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 1 an Dubhlachd
TUESDAY 1 December 
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19.10 An Là – News 

19.20 UEFA Women’s Eurp 2022 Quali� ers –   
 Scotland v Finland
21.30 Opry le Daniel (rpt)
22.20 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
22.30 Sloinneadh / Far-ainmean - Trusadh (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia na Taingealachd (rpt)

DICIADAIN 2 An Dùbhlachd 
WEDNESDAY 2 December
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming
19.00 Turas a Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 Gaidhlig Obair Dheathain 
 (Aberdeen, Gaelic & the Gaels) (rpt)
22.00 NEW Na Trads: An Tobar 
22.30 An Lan – A’ Tuigsinn an Lain (rpt)
23.25 Julie Fowlis – Ceol Aig Baile (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 3 an Dùbhlachd
THURSDAY 3 December
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19 :00 Calanais – Full Circle (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News 
20.30 NEW Eorpa
21:00 An Lan – Beo leis an Lan (rpt)
22.00 FUNC (rpt)
22.30 NEW Piob Ola Alasga (rpt)
23.20 Binneas na Trads (rpt)
23.30 Na Trads: An Tobar (rpt)

Virtual quiz night raises cash 
for Oban charity and Tearfund
Organisers of the Oban event 
for this year’s Tearfund Big 
Quiz Night have said they 
are delighted with how the 
evening went.

Due to Covid restrictions, 
the annual quiz was held via 
Zoom on November 14, with 
10 teams and 75 people taking 
part.

Organised by Mary Black of 
Oban Baptist Church to help 
raise money for the work of 
Tearfund, the evening also 
saw Oban youth charity H2O 
bene� t from the fun night.

Money raised for Tearfund 
will help to change the lives 
of people living in poverty – 
such as Alaya, her husband 
Bazwell and their three young 
children in Malawi. � ey rely 
on growing maize to survive, 
but the weather patterns that 
have guided their farming for 
generations have changed and 
it’s putting everyone at risk 
of sickness and starvation. 
Frequent � ooding brings 
diseases, such as cholera, and 
damages their home, washing 
away what little food they 
have. With Tearfund’s partner, 
AG Care, Alaya and Bazwell 
are learning new ways of 
working the land under these 
tough conditions.

Mary Black said of the 
evening: ‘We were delighted 
with the evening. A total 

of 17,355 people from 475 
churches took part in the 
event and to date it has raised 
£203,259 nationally towards 
the charity’s work.

‘We raised £585 towards 
that total, which was a great 
achievement, and I’d like to 
thank everyone who took part 
and who donated to the cause.

‘I’d also like to thank my 
colleagues who ensured the 
evening went without a hitch, 
with Alan Windram as quiz 
master, Crawford Inglis, 
who ensured everything 
ran smoothly technically, 
and Amy Inglis and Susan 
Windram, who handled all the 

publicity. I’d also like to thank 
Kilchrenan-based publishers 
Little Door Books, which 
put up a £100 donation to be 
presented to the quiz winner’s 
charity of choice.

‘� e Otters were our win-
ning team and they nominated 
H2O to bene� t.’

Alan Windram, director of 
Little Door Books, said: ‘� e 
quiz was a lot of fun and was 
for such a good cause. Little 
Door Books was also delighted 
to provide the donation for 
the nominated charity, H2O, 
which we know does fantastic 
work among Oban’s young 
people.’

From left, Daniel Rimmer, youth worker with H2O, Mary 
Black, organiser of the Oban Tearfund Big Quiz Night, and 
Alan Windram, director of Little Door Books.

Oban alt rock act 4Below has 
donated a track to the Road to 
Grungefest charity album due 
for general release on Monday 
November 30.

� e album will raise money 
for Diabetes UK and features 
some of the best unsigned rock 
and grunge acts in Scotland.

4Below is the brainchild of 
Oban musician Andy Bruce, a 
solo songwriter who performs 
all of his original material 
using a bass guitar.

‘I was due to play Grungefest 

Oban musician donates track to charity album
in Glasgow this year but 2020 
had di� erent plans for us all 
so the group behind it decided 
to release a charity album 
featuring all the acts scheduled 
to play at the event. 

‘I was honoured to be asked 
and donated the track Circles 
to the project.

‘We are all fans of the grunge 
scene and this track seemed 
particularly appropriate as 
it is my tribute to the late 
Soundgarden frontman Chris 
Cornell, one of the pioneers of 

grunge and a big in� uence on 
me. I have family and friends 
who have diabetes so I was 
delighted to be involved and 
help raise some money.’

Follow the Pearl Jam 
Scotland Facebook page or 
Sounds Of Seattle Facebook 
group for full details on how 
to buy the album or email 
pearljamscotland@outlook.
com to register interest. 

One hundred per cent of the 
cover price will go to Diabetes 
UK.

Andy Bruce with a 
copy of the charity 
album which is 
raising fumds for 
Diabetes UK.



TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Luing Ardlarach y58 female sold for 1,400gns, which is to be 
donated to the My Name’5 Doddie Foundation Photograph: Kevin 

Top price male Luing Yanis sold for 6,000gns. Photograph: Kevin 

McGlynn
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Cadzow Bros, Isle of Luing held 
their second annual production 
sale at Oban, conducted by 
United Auctions on Saturday 
November 14.

Although averages for all 
types of females was back on 
last year’s inaugural sale, as 
expected, a brisk trade saw the 
lots disperse widely across the 
UK, despite the restrictions in 
place for buyers.

Rising two-year-old purebred 
heifers in calf to a variety of 
Luing genetics, due in spring 
2021, were keenly sought a� er 
averaging a pleasing £1,936 for 
39 sold. � e top priced in-calf 
heifer (two years old) reached 
£2,730 and was purchased by I 
McKie, of Northumberland for 
his Lanton herd.

Over half of these in-calf 
females traded for more than 
£2,000, with the majority going 
to pedigree homes.

Similarly, four rising three-
year-old heifers, all in-calf to 
di� erent bulls, and also due 
next spring, averaged £1,523 
and sold to a top of £1,680 to R 
McCarlie Ltd. Bulling heifers 
were a steady trade, averaging 
£1,326 for 16 sold to a top of 
£1,470 to Mark � omson of 
John Lawrie Tillyrie Ltd. 

Isle of Luing bulls have been 
the foundation of many Luing 
herds throughout the UK and 
that history was evident.

Neil McGowan of Incheoch 
went to £6,300 to secure Luing 
Yanis, a Lochbroom Talisker 
son out of an Ardlarach female, 
also the top priced bull on o� er.

Messrs Atkinson pushed hard 
and got Luing Yankee at £5,775, 
also a Talisker son, while HM 
Jarret got their pick, Luing 
Yanick for £5,250.

� ese well bred bulls sold well 
to average £4,380 for seven sold, 

an increase of £128 on the year.
Cows with autumn calves 

at foot were also in demand, 
selling to a top of £2,100 to 
Blarghour Farm, and averaging 
£1,208 for eight sold.

Mixed age cows, back in calf to 
the Luing, were a stickier trade, 

averaging £1,103 for 10, with a top 
of £1,890 to AJ Lambie.

Lot 52 was sold for 1,400 gns 
in aid of My Name’5 Doddie 
Foundation, and was purchased 
by society chairman Mark 
� omson for his Tillyrie herd at 
Kinross. � is roan bulling heif-

er was by Luing Wyvis and out 
of an Ardlarach female which is 
a daughter of Luing Lad.
Averages and top prices:

Bulling Heifers (17): average 
£1,322; top price, £1,470.

Bulls (7): average £4,380; top 
price, £6,300.

Cows with Calves at Foot (8): 
average £1,208; top price, £2,100.

In Calf Heifers (39): average, 
£1,936; top price, £2,730.

In Calf Heifers (3yr) (4): aver-
age, £1,733; top tice,  £2,100.

Mixed Age Cows - I/C (10): av-
erage £1,103; top price, £1,890.

Luing in-calf heifers average almost £2,000

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER THIS 

MONTH 
ONLY

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u

C
A

M E R
O
N

D
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Dest. 
1975 

    

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Tel: 07740291207

Any age, make or model, 
hassle free service, top prices paid

CARAVANS WANTED

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

2019 (19) Peugeot 2008 
Allure Premium BHDI

Red, 18200 miles, 
Satellite navigation, 
grip control, reversing 
camera, alloys, leather 
trim, glass roof.

£13499

2017 (17) Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.4 Energy

White, 25000 miles, 
heated seats, heated 
steering wheel, alloys, 
colour touch screen, 
bluetooth, USB.
£7999

2019 (19) Peugeot 208 
Tech Edition PureTech

Orange, 7500 miles, 
autonomous parking, 
satellite navigation, 
reversing camera, 
alloys, Car Play

£12499

Used cars
2017 (17) Peugeot 3008 GT Line BHDI 120. White, 33000 miles, sat 
nav, reversing camera, digital display.  £17999
2019 (69) Peugeot 308 GT Line PureTech 130. Blue, 5700 miles, LED 
lights, sat nav, glass roof, Car Play.  £15999
2019 (19) Peugeot Rifter Allure BHDI 130. Blue, 18800 miles, alloys, Car 
Play, parking aid, auto lights.  £15699
2019 (19) Peugeot 2008 Allure Premium BHDI 100. Red, 18000 miles, 
sat nav, reversing camera, grip control.  £13499
2019 (19) Peugeot 208 GT Line PureTech 110. Red, 18000 miles, GT 
styling, leather trim, Car Play, parking aid.  £12499
2019 (19) Peugeot 208 Signature 1.2 PureTech. Blue, 13800 miles, 
parking aid, Car Play, auto lights, alloys.  £10999
2018 (67) Peugeot 308 Allure PureTech 110. Blue, 15000 miles, glass 
roof, sat nav, parking aid, alloys, USB.  £10999
2016 (16) Peugeot 308 Active 1.6 BHDI 120. Silver, 43000 miles, sat 
nav, alloys, parking aid, £0 road tax, USB.  £7999

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
BLACK FRIDAY DEAL – 2 YEARS FREE SERVICING 

ON NEW AND SELECTED USED VEHICLES
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY
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like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

MOBILITY

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS
DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES



isuzu.co.uk

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

 

Subaru Social Post:  

XV – £249 0% PCP offer   
Facebook 

Discover XV, the compact crossover from Subaru. Now available from just £249 per month 
with 0% APR. Explore the 5-star safety, go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that 
Subaru SUVs are renowned for. Find out more today: [link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

Twitter 

Discover XV, the compact crossover from Subaru. Now available from just £249 per month 
with 0% APR. Explore the 5-star safety, go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that 
Subaru SUVs are renowned for. Find out more today: [link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2832 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Outback – Save £4,000  
Facebook 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)  

Twitter 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)       

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2830 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Forester – Save £3,000  
Facebook 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

Twitter 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2831 
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DRIVE AWAY A NEW LEVORG
AND SAVE £2,500

LOG YOUR INTEREST FOR AN EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
CALL S&S TODAY 01292 220080

Due to Scottish Government guidelines our indoor showroom is 
closed to the public but we can help with car sales over the phone. 

Call today 01292 880080
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Reference Number

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from 
the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email 
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of house and garage

Alterations to building

Alterations to existing ground floor shop 
front, erection of two single bedroom flats 
over existing ground floor shop

Erection of house

Install a free-standing air source heat pump

Land 230M NE of Courdale
Spean Bridge

35B Ben Nevis Drive
Ben Nevis Industrial Estate
Fort William

86 High Street
Fort William

Land 60M SE Of Tigh-Na-Loin
Arisaig

Canal House
Banavie, Fort William

20/04395/FUL

20/04425/FUL

20/04454/FUL

20/04446/PIP

20/04502/FUL

PUBLIC NOTICES
SCOTTISHPOWER RENEWABLES (UK) LTD

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017 

Notice is hereby given that ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Ltd, (company 
registration number NI028425 registered address The Soloist, 1 Lanyon Place, 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, BT1 3LP) has applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent 
under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to construct and operate Sheirdrim 
Renewable Energy Development on land approximately 11 km south of Tarbert on 
the Kintyre Peninsula in Argyll and Bute (Central Grid Reference 181302, 657098). 
The proposed Development would have an installed capacity in excess of 100 MW 
comprising up to 19 turbines with a ground to blade tip height of up to 149.9 metres, 
with an installed capacity of around 114 MW and two ground mounted solar arrays 
with an installed capacity of around 20 MW, producing a combined output of around 
134 MW. A battery storage facility would also be installed with storage capacity of 
around 38 MW of energy. The proposed Development is subject to Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) and an EIA Report has been produced. 
ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Ltd has now submitted additional information to 
Scottish Ministers comprising information relating to cultural heritage. Details of 
other correspondence with key stakeholders for the purposes of clarifying matters 
within the application documents is also included for completeness but does not 
form part of this consultation. 
The additional information can be viewed on the application website at 
https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/sheirdrim_renewable_energy_
development.aspx
or at www.energyconsents.scot. 
Copies of the information may be obtained from ScottishPower Renewables (UK) 
Ltd (telephone: 0141 614 0451) at a charge of £50 hard copy and £15 on CD/DVD 
or USB. 
Any representations to the application may be submitted via the Energy Consents 
Unit website at www.energyconsents.scot/Register.aspx; by email to the Scottish 
Government, Energy Consents Unit mailbox at representations@gov.scot; or by 
post to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 
150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying the proposal and specifying the 
grounds for representation. Please note that there may be a delay in the Energy 
Consents Unit receiving representations by post. 
Representations should be dated, clearly stating the name (in block capitals), full 
return email and postal address of those making representations. 
Only representations sent by email to representations@gov.scot will receive 
acknowledgement. All representations should be received not later than 10th 
January 2021, although Ministers may consider representations received after this 
date. 
Any subsequent additional information which is submitted by the developer will 
be subject to further public notice in this manner, and representations to such 
information will be accepted as per this notice. 
As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where 
Scottish Ministers decide to exercise their discretion to do so, Scottish Ministers can 
also cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to be held. 
Following examination of the environmental information and all views and 
representations received, Scottish Ministers will determine this application for 
consent in one of two ways:

• Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or 
• Reject the proposal 

All previous representations received in relation to this development remain 
valid

General Data Protection Regulations
The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit processes applications under 
the Electricity Act 1989. To support transparency in decision making, the Scottish 
Government publishes representations online at www.energyconsents.scot. A 
privacy notice is published on the help page at www.energyconsents.scot. This 
explains how the Energy Consents Unit processes your personal information and 
includes contact details for any enquiries or complaints regarding how your personal 
data is handled.

First Registration of a 
Croft

Iain Eoghann MacFadyen 
has registered their croft 
Gribune, Burnside in the 
Parish of Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 5 August 
2021.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C7256.

Proposed apportionment 
of a Common Grazings

C MacDonald is applying 
for an apportionment 
of part of the Bohuntin 
Common Grazings ex-
tending to 6.61 ha for the 
purpose of stock manage-
ment. Written comments 
from those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
info@crofting.gov.scot by 
24/12/20.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATIONS

1. J MacCormick, 
Achadh Àghrian, 0.078 
ha, Extension to Appin 
Cemetery (107084) 

2. B Ferguson, 15 Kilvaree, 
Ardchattan & Muckairn, 
0.120 ha, Site for a dwell-
ing house (105987)

Comments from any 
member of the crofting 
community within the lo-
cality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand 
for the croft (which may 
be made public), may 
be sent to the Crofting 
Commission by 25/12/20 
at info@crofting.gov.scot 
/ Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW. 

North Argyll Carers 
Centre Ltd

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

Thursday 10th 
December 2020

7:00 pm
Via Zoom

To book a place please 
email us 

info@northargyllcarers.org.uk
We look forward to 

seeing you

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be viewed electronically through Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020, documents are only available 
to inspect electronically at this time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail:  
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/01922/PP Erection of dwelling house and detached 

garage/workshop
Plot 1 West Of Kenmore Cottage, Bonawe, 
Argyll And Bute

20/01941/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage, installation of septic tank and 
formation of shared vehicular access

Land East Of Rowanbank Cottage And 
Julesbank, Dalmally, Argyll And Bute,  
PA33 1AE 

20/02007/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 15/03006/PPP (Site for the  
erection of croft house)

Land North Of Cala Nan Eun, Kilchrenan, 
Taynuilt, Argyll And Bute 

20/01935/PP Formation of agricultural track Land South West Of Mull And Iona 
Community Hospital, Craignure, Isle Of Mull 

20/02003/PPP Site for the erection of 3 dwellinghouses Land North Of An Tigh Dearg, Kilchrenan, 
Taynuilt, Argyll And Bute 

20/01560/PP Refurbishment and erection of extension  
of derelict house

Former Tigh Fionaghaill Bothy, Balemartine, 
Isle Of Tiree, Argyll And Bute, PA77 6UA

20/01932/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and associated 
works (re-siting of dwellinghouse approved 
under 18/02630/PP) - Retrospective

Plot 4 South West Of Erray House, Erray Road, 
Tobermory, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute

20/02010/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 17/02999/PPP (Site for the erection 
of dwellinghouse)

Site 2 Land North East Of Ardbrecknish House, 
Ardbrecknish, Dalmally, Argyll And Bute 

20/01960/PPP Site for the erection of 2 dwellinghouses Land Inbetween Leafield And Rivendell, Ardmor 
Road, Salen, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute

20/01877/PP Use of land for the siting of 10 glamping pods 
and installation of sewage treatment plant

Land North West Of Knock House, Gruline, Isle 
Of Mull, Argyll And Bute 

20/01963/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, detached garage 
and installation of septic tank

Plot 6 Land Adjacent To Kilmore And Kilbride 
Parish Church, Kilmore, Argyll And Bute

20/01777/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, formation of 
vehicular access and installation of sewage 
treatment plant and installation of air  
source heat pump

Land North East Of Garta Ghoban, Machrins, 
Isle Of Colonsay, Argyll And Bute

20/01702/PP Formation of access and installation  
of sewage treatment plant to serve  
5 dwellinghouses

Land North Of Glenmachrie, Glenegedale, Isle 
Of Islay, Argyll And Bute

20/01869/PP Replacement roof covering 48 Frederick Crescent, Port Ellen, Isle Of Islay, 
Argyll And Bute, PA42 7DJ

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, Kilmory 
Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers are 
requested to use electronic communication where possible during the coronavirus 
pandemic as our ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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RECRUITMENT
TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
A82 CROIT ANNA TO CALEDONIA SEAWALL 
REPAIR
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION UNDER SECTION 55A OF 
THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984 
The Scottish Ministers give notice that they 
have determined that the project to repair the 
seawall on the A82 from Croit Anna to 
Caledonia is a relevant project within the 
meaning of section 55A of the Roads (Scotland) 
Act 1984 (“the 1984 Act”) and falls within 
Annex II of Directive 2011/92/EU on the 
assessment of certain public and private 
projects on the environment, but that having 
regard to – 
(a) the selection criteria contained in Annex 
III of that Directive, namely – 
(i) the size and design of the whole project;
(ii) the use of natural resources, in particular 
land, soil, water and biodiversity;
(iii) the production of waste;
(iv) pollution and nuisances; and
(v) areas classified or protected under national 
legislation; Natura 2000 areas designated by 
Member States pursuant to Directive 92/43/
EEC and Directive 2009/147/EC,
(b) the results of the Environmental Screening 
Assessment under section 55A(2) of the 1984 
Act and the ecological survey undertaken on 
13 February 2020,
(c) the information set out in the Record of 
Determination dated 4 September 2020, 
available at https://www.transport.gov.scot/
transport-network/roads/road-orders-and-
records-of-determination/#63527, the 
project does not require an Environmental 
Impact Assessment.
The main reasons for the conclusion that 
no Environmental Impact Assessment is 
required are:
(a) Following construction and implementation 
of mitigation, the area in which the works 
are to be completed will not be significantly 
different from its current form;
(b) Works are to be carried out to the existing 
seawall along Loch Linnhe, and will therefore 
not create a barrier effect or cause habitat 
fragmentation of the marine environment;
(c) The scheme has no ecological connectivity 
with any ecologically designated sites; and
(d) Works will be undertaken using progressive 
traffic management which will be communicated 
to local residents and businesses in advance.
The features of the project which are 
envisaged to avoid or prevent significant 
adverse effects on the environment are:
(a) Potential construction effects on local 
air quality, ecology, water quality, land use 
and landscape, and noise and vibration 
will be minimised through best practice 
working procedures and implementation 
of appropriate mitigation;
(b) Works will be undertaken outwith the 
summer months to minimise disruption to 
travellers and tourists;
(c) The Waste Hierarchy will be applied and 
adhered to throughout the construction phase 
with excavated materials being reused in-situ 
where practicable; and
(d) Licences will be in place to ensure no 
short-term or long-term significant negative 
impacts on biodiversity.
S R LEES
A member of the staff of the 
Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Roads, 
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas 
Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
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Finance Accounts 
Assistant 
Full Time
Fixed Term – 12 months
Salary £23,754 - £26,715 per annum
The Scottish Association for Marine Science combines world class marine research, 
provides degree level education on marine science and also has a successful 
developing commercial arm.

We are looking for an enthusiastic individual to maintain the sales ledgers and bank 
accounts for 3 companies and carry out various periodic reconciliations.  Duties 
will include processing of sales invoices, statement reconciliations and chasing 
outstanding debtors. You will also perform daily bank reconciliations to ensure timely 
reporting.   You will maintain tight controls over the sales and banking processes, 
some month end tasks, assist with annual audit and budget process as well as 
provide support for a range of administrative and financial activities within the 
business at busy periods. 

We are looking to recruit a team player, who has strong numerical and communication 
skills, able to work quickly and accurately and be familiar with nominal and VAT 
codes. Experience of Excel and financial processing software would be an advantage. 
Knowledge of NetSuite software would be desirable.

Please note that in your first few months of your appointment, it is likely that you will 
mainly work from home. 

For further information and to apply by cover letter and CV for this position online, 
go to: www.sams.ac.uk. Alternatively, please send a CV and cover letter to: Human 
Resources, Finance Accounts Assistant (Job Ref. D06/20.PM),  Scottish Association 
for Marine Science, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk   

The closing date for receipt of applications is 7th December 2020
Interviews will be scheduled by 21 December 2020

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

C.A.R.A.H Cares C.I.C
We are a community care company who will o� er a home 
care support service from Duror to North Connel 

WE ARE LOOKING TO RECRUIT
A current driving licence and free use of a car is essential

It will be necessary to be available to work on a rota 
system which covers a seven days service.

You will required to register with the SSSC 

Have SVQ 2 quali� cation in Adult Health and Social Care 
or working towards this award within the appropriate 
timescale.

Please contact Tina Scorgie for more information or an 
application form on 07530830030 

or email: tina@carah.scot

We are looking to recruit for 
the following positions:-
Full Time & Part Time 

positions available

Senior Care Assistants £10.50 per hour
Care Assistants £9.30 per hour

Activity Co-ordinator, 34 hours per week, 
£9.10 per hour

Housekeeping/Laundry Assistant 
37 hours per week.

COVID-19 considerations:
Must be successful candidates sole place of work

Please call 01631 720278 or
email admin@etivehousecare.com for an application 

form or more information.

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier 
to fi nd your next job in the 

perfect location.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

�e largest stock of memorial 
headstones in the Highlands

Call Linnie Quail on 07774 705783  
or visit www.johnfraserandson.com

Our family have offered personal, professional 
funeral services to the Highland community for 
over 135 years. Our large stock of memorials  
in different granites means that turnaround  
time is minimised. 

Prices start at £750 and include unlimited 
lettering, design, flower vase, installation at  
any cemetery in mainland Highlands, VAT  
and the cemetery fee. Bespoke options  
and restoration are also available.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

MEMORIALS

DEATHS
ALLAN – Richard Campbell, 
aged 81. Peacefully at Royal 
Alexandra Hospital with 
family by his side on Friday, 
November 20, 2020. Deeply 
loved husband of Joan and 
father to Fiona, James and 
Heather. Sorely missed by all 
who knew him. Private service 
due to restrictions. Webcast 
available at 11.00 a.m. on 
Friday, December 4.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully, at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, Duncan, loving 
husband of Joan, father and 
father-in-law to Ellis, Iain, 
Morven and Iain and doting 
grandpa of Adam, Mark and 
Freya. Due to the current 
circumstances, a private fu-
neral will take place on Friday, 
November 27, 2020. Anyone 
wishing to pay their respects, 
the cortège will leave from 
Cro�  Road at 11.30 a.m. make 
its way up Dalriach Road, turn 
and then pause for a moment 
at Oban Bowling Club, before 
making its way to Oban Parish 
Church, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban. � e cortège will then 
leave the Church at 12.30 

p.m. and make its way to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery. Family 
� owers only please. If desired, 
donations in lieu, for Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease 
(known as ABCD) can be sent 
c/o D & A Munn Ltd, Oban.
GALBRAITH - Peacefully at 
Mull and Iona Community 
Hospital on November 22, 
2020. Brenda, wife of the late 
George Galbraith, Drum� ngal 
and mother of Christine, 
Duncan and Andrew. Sadly 
missed.
SMITH - Peacefully at 
Inverclyde Royal Hospital on 
November 16, 2020, Elizabeth 
MacKinnon (Betty), beloved 
wife of the late Ian, loving 
mother of Howard, Bruce and 
daughter-in-law Tricia, belov-
ed sister of the late Margaret 
MacNab. Formerly of Oban 
and Lorne Strathspey and Reel 
Society.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BINNIE - Deborah’s husband 
Lorne and children Jensen, 
Arden and Brodie would like 
to thank neighbours, friends 
and relatives for all the mes-
sages of love and the � oral 

tributes received. With Mum 
and Dad, Janet and Callum 
Robertson and sister Pamela, 
all the family thank those who, 
unable to attend the service, 
stood to honour Deborah’s 
passing throughout the town 
on Tuesday, November 17, in 
what was atrocious weather. 
We are all truly touched by 
how much Deborah was loved 
by so many people, in Oban. 
� ank you to the sta�  at Oban 
Hospital for their care and 
attention to Deborah and to 
all the professionals who con-
ducted the service at Pennyfuir 
and sta�  at the Royal Hotel. 
We also thank all those who 
have donated to Breast Cancer 
Support, contributing a total of 
£840 to date through https://
breastcancersupport.org.uk/
donate
MACIVER - � e family of 
Jemima Maciver wish to thank 
neighbours, relatives and 
friends for their kind messages 
of support, � owers, cards and 
phone calls following the 
death of Mima. � anks also 
to everyone who joined us to 
say an a� ectionate farewell to 
Mima at Pennyfuir. � anks to 
Ian MacInnes of D&A Munn 

for his guidance throughout 
the funeral arrangements 
and thanks to Rev Dugald 
Cameron for his respectful 
service and prayers.

MEMORIAMS
MACDONALD – In loving 
memory of my darling daugh-
ter Mary, who passed away on 
Nov 30, 2017, mother, sister 
and auntie.
� e day God took you home
In tears we saw you sinking
And watched you pass away
Our hearts were almost broken
We wanted you to stay
But when we saw you sleeping 
So peaceful, free from pain
How could we wish you back 
with us 
To su� er that again
It broke our hearts to lose you 
But you did not go alone
For part of us when with you
� e day God took you home.
- Your loving mum and family, 
Ballachulish and away.

MACINNES - In loving mem-
ory of my dear wife Ina, who 
passed away on November 28, 
2010.
No tears, no verse, no words 
can say,
 How much I miss you every 
day.
– Love Roddy xx
 
MACINNES - In loving 
memory of a dear mum and 
granny, who passed away on 
November 28, 2010. � e good 
times we had as a family
A beautiful nature, a heart of 
gold,  
� ese are memories, we’ll 
always hold.
Love and miss you always.
- Fiona, Brian and Euan, 

Kevan, Claire and Ellie xx

MACINTYRE – In loving 
memory of my husband 
Calum, died November 27, 
2015.
Always remembered.
- Joyce.

MACINTYRE – In loving 
memory of our dear father 
Calum, who died November 
27, 2015.
Always in our thoughts.
- Andrew and Iain.

MACINTYRE – In loving 
memory of Calum, who died 
on November 27, 2015.
Remembered every day.
- Mark, Donna, Shannon and 
Gary.

MACLACHLAN – Precious 
memories of my dear hus-
band Ian, who passed away 
November 28, 2016.
Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart.
- Chrissie, Caalmojo, Kilmory.

MACLACHLAN - Treasured 
memories of our dad, senair 
and sinn-senair Ian, who 
passed away November 28, 
2016.
Like falling leaves, the years 
go by,
but love and memories never 
die.
- Catherine, Bill, Iain, Katie 
and families.

MACLACHLAN – In loving 
memory of my dear father and 
our senair Ian, who passed 
away on November 28, 2016.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Allan and family.

MACLACHLAN – Treasured 
memories of our dad, senair 
and sinn-senair Ian, who 
passed away November 28, 
2016.
Nothing can ever take away
� e love a heart holds dear
Fond memories linger every 
day
Remembrance keeps him near.
- Morag, David, Allan, Angus, 
Iain and families.

MACLACHLAN – Treasured 
memories of a dear dad and 
senair, who passed away 
November 28, 2016.
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
Loved always.
- Joan, Emma and Kirsty x

MACLEOD – Treasured 
memories of Murdo, who died 
November 29, 2017.
Missed every minute of every 
day.
- Jane and family.

NICOL – 10th anniversary. 
Precious memories of Gavin, a 
beloved son, who passed away 
November 23, 2010.
Forever in our hearts
Remembered with a smile
- Mum, Jimmy and Chloe.

WEATHERALL – In loving 
memory of Katie, who died 
November 27, 2018.
� ose we love don’t go away
� ey walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always 
near
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear.
- Anne, Carine, Wolfgang, 
Andy and Jamie.
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Cancer Research UK is a Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: Cancer Research UK, 2 Redman Place, Stratford, 
London E20 1JQ.

Help bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY: 
Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban 
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road, 
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Together we will beat cancer

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

‘�ese are the times that try 
men’s souls. �e summer 
soldier and the sunshine 
patriot will, in this crisis, 
shrink from the service of 
their country; but he that 
stands by it now, deserves the 
love and thanks of man and 
woman.’ – �omas Paine.

�e days are short and 
rainy, the way has been long 
and will be longer yet. It has 
been a roller coaster ride with 
multiple ups and downs and 
it will be some time yet before 
the ride ends and we will be 
able to exit the ride.

Maybe this year’s Advent 
season will become more 
meaningful than in the recent 
past.

We are learning what it is 
to be a people who know how 
to wait, to be faithful in the 
darkness of our waiting and 
to give testimony to the light 
that has come into the world. 
We are called to be especially 
generous to the marginalised 
who, as usual, bear the brunt 
of di�cult times. We are 
called to remain faithful in 
loving our neighbour as we 
watch out for one another 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
and as we keep the discipline 
of wearing our facemasks, 
keeping our social distance 
and limiting our gatherings.

Listening to the memories of 
my parents and others of their 
generation, I would almost 
hear a wistfulness about the 
days of the Great Depression 
and Second World War. �ey 
remembered those days as a 
time when neighbours looked 
out for neighbours. It was a 
time of hardship, but one that 
was faced with faith, hope and 
love and a determination to 
overcome.

God is with us through this 
shadow of death. And God 
has prepared us a table on the 
other side. And there will be a 
time of gladness when the oil 
of gladness anoints us.

My question is whether we 
will let God’s rod and sta� – 
faith, hope and love – guide 
us and comfort us? Will we 
tell future generations stories 
of God’s faithfulness and 
the comradery of facing a 
common enemy together?

Reverend Tom Telfer, 
Kilchrenan and Dalavich, 

linked with Muckairn.

Lismore has said a fond farewell 
to its legendary Margaret Ferrier 
Black, who died last month a�er a 
lengthy illness, fought with digni-
ty and incredible bravery.

In a tribute to Mrs Black, who 
died at her Port Ramsay home on 
October 26, the former nurse was 
remembered for her ‘traditional 
zeal’ and helping to transform the 

Farewell to Lismore legend Margaret Black
lives of many – especially young 
people.

Born in Kirkintilloch in 1938, 
the cherished only child of �omas 
and Martha Keir, Margaret em-
barked on her nursing training 
at Aberdeen Royal In�rmary 
qualifying as a registered general 
nurse, midwife and health visitor.

A�er nursing for a while in 
Aberdeen, she worked as a district 
nurse, �rstly in Glasgow then 
in Islay and Inveraray, leaving 
district nursing in Inveraray to 
become a senior nursing o�cer in 
Oban before eventually moving 
to Lismore where she took on the 
role of relief district nurse in the 
late 1980s. From Lismore she took 
a nurse co-ordinator’s position 
working with New Age Travellers 
based in Appin. When that role 
concluded she was invited to do 
a short health promotion project 
with traditional travellers for two 
weeks. ‘With Margaret’s tradi-
tional zeal and commitment, she 
threw herself wholeheartedly into 
the project. She remained com-
mitted to it for the rest of her life 
and helped to transform the lives 
of many, especially the young,’ 
writes Teenie Wilson in tribute. 

Margaret married in 1975, living 
in Glasgow, Dalmally and Appin, 
but Port Ramsay was her main 
home where family life centred 
around her husband Duncan, his 
sons Ronald and Graham and 
their families.

In her time o�, Margaret 
balanced her nursing duties with 
helping Duncan in their cro�.

As Duncan was a master 
mariner, he and Margaret o�en 

enjoyed trips in their yacht. She 
made many visits to Canada and 
Athens to visit her lifelong friends, 
the Campbell family, who she 
met while training in Aberdeen. 
‘Margaret was a valued and active 
member of the community. She 
had a passion for Scottish country 
dancing and had a marvellous 
recollection of historical informa-
tion, especially when volunteering 
at the Heritage Centre on Lismore 

for several years with her main 
project naming and categorising 
old photographs. She was a dedi-
cated member of the church and 
the women’s guild. Duncan and 
Margaret’s door in Port Ramsay 
was always open and a cup of 
tea and Margaret’s famed girdle 
scones would be on the table. 
She will be truly missed, and the 
community’s thoughts are with 
Duncan and family,’ said Teenie.

Margaret Black.
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An intense battle in the 
closing laps of the Grande 
Prémio de Portugal ended 
with Connel’s John McPhee 
taking ninth place in the � nal 
Moto3 race of 2020.

John, starting the 
Portuguese Grand Prix 19th 
on the grid, lost one place 
heading into the � rst corner 
of the race, but moved up into 
13th in the opening six laps.

An intense battle in the 
� nal laps ended with McPhee 
crossing the line ninth. He 
ends the 2020 season seventh 
in the Moto3 championship 
with 131 points. � e Petronas 
Sprinta Racing rider will 
now enjoy a well-earned rest, 
before preparations start for 
the 2021 season.

John said: ‘To � ght from 
19th to � nish ninth was hard 
work but I enjoyed my last 
race of 2020 although I would 
have liked a slightly better 
� nish.

‘Overall, we’ve had some 
massive highs this season, and 
a couple of lows, but we’ve 
been fast at every race track.

‘I want to say a massive 
thank you to all the crew 
because they’ve done a great 
job all year. We know we have 
a couple of areas to work on 
but now we’ll enjoy our time 
o� , spend time with family 
and friends, before resetting to 
come back even stronger next 
year.’

Oban Saints and Argyll 
neighbours Dunoon 
Amateurs staged a friendly 
at Dunoon Stadium last 
Saturday a� ernoon.

Saints overturned a half 
time de� cit to earn a victory 
over their Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier 
Division One hosts.

Dunoon kicked o�  with a 
strong wind at their backs 
and were immediately on 
the attack. 

� e Saints defence was 
caught napping in the  27th 
minute with a throw-in on 
the Dunoon right.

Ewan McIlkenny was 
allowed to make his way to 
the bye-line inside the Saints 
box from where he picked 
out Evan Meyar-McDonagh, 
who slammed the ball low 
into the net past the despair-
ing dive of Graham Douglas.

Saints   were given the 

Oban’s Robert MacIntyre 
returns to European Tour 
action for the � rst time 
since his stunning victory in 
Cyprus a fortnight ago.

Bob tees it up today, 
Thursday November 26, 
at the Alfred Dunhill 
Championship at the world 
famous Leopard Creek 

Country Club in South 
Africa. The tournament 
marks the beginning of the 
countdown to the Race to 
Dubai � nale with the Oban 
star moving on from South 
Africa to play in the Dubai 
Championship on December 
2 before taking part in the 
season-ending DP World 

Tour Championship a week 
later.

Bob will be hoping for a 
strong showing in all three 
tournaments to improve on 
his current standing of 28th 
in the Race to Dubai and 
potentially break into the 
world’s top 50 by the end of 
the year.

Oban Lorne RFC is hunkering 
down and moving forward 
following con� rmation from 
Scottish Rugby that the 
2020/21 season, due to start 
in January next year, has been 
cancelled.

President Sandy Rokitta 
expressed disappointment on 
hearing the news but agreed 
the risks in continuing to play 
competitive league � xtures far 
outweigh anything else.

‘We are obviously disap-
pointed on the season being 
cancelled at all levels, however,  
we think we should look at 
things in perspective,’ he said. 
‘� is was a necessary decision 
taken by the SRU which we 
support. 

‘We have a responsibility to 
not only our players but also 
our community and travelling 
to regions which are in higher 
tiers than Argyll to play a 
game of rugby, then return 
home to our families and our 
community didn’t seem to 
make sense to us as a club. 

‘We are glad this has been 

recognised by the SRU.’
� e governing body made 

its announcement last 
Wednesday with Scottish 
Rugby’s board supporting 
the recommendation to close 
2020/21 competitive � xtures at 
all levels of the club and school 
game due to the national im-
pact of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and subsequent public health 
guidelines now in place.

For the time being Oban 
Lorne is turning its focus to  
their youth rugby section, 
which is still active, as well as 
its own � nances.

‘Our mini rugby section is 
going well and continues to 
grow. We are also delighted to 

continue to support the School 
of Rugby programme at Oban 
High School,’ said Sandy. 
‘� ese will be challenging 
times and we need the support 
of members more than ever.

‘We are asking all of our 
members, new and old, to pay 
their membership despite the 
lack of rugby this year. We 
have received support from 
the SRU but the club will still 
face challenges in the coming 
months.

‘� e work the committee 
and volunteers have done has 
been fantastic and we hope to 
get back to the new normal as 
soon as it is safe for us to do so.’

Despite the cancellation of 
the revised competitive league 
programme, Scottish Rugby 
aims to hold friendly � xtures 
in the months ahead when it is 
safe to do so.

‘� is could be a great op-
portunity to re-establish long 
standing cups and matches 
between our neighbours such 
as Lochaber RFC and Isle of 
Mull RFC,’ concluded Sandy.

Oban Lorne Rugby club drives 
forward in face of adversity

John McPhee 
rounds o�  2020 
with top 10 � nish

Dunoon   1
Oban Saints 3

Saints battle back to dump Dunoon
Craig MacEwan equalises. Match report and photograph Derek Black.

Bob back in action in South Africa

opportunity to draw level 
in the second half with a 
penalty by Craig MacEwan 
beating Euan Hunter low to 
his right.

MacEwan set up the sec-
ond goal a� er � ring a shot 
that Hunter pushed into the 
path of Kerr Newbigging, 
who found the net from 
eight yards.

Dunoon keeper Euan 
Hunter made two � ne saves 
to prevent Lewis Campbell 
from stretching the Saints 
lead but was powerless to 
prevent the young substi-
tute from � nding the net 
in the 85th minute to make 
the � nal score 3-1.

Full match report at 
www.obantimes.co.uk
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Rescue 
team leads 
tributes to 
legend

Lochaber 
Rugby Club 
aims to 
bounce back 

A call has been made for 
Lochaber residents to help 
identify the worst parts of one 
of Scotland’s deadliest roads – 
the A82.

MSP Kate Forbes has made 
the appeal so she can lobby 
for these areas to be made 
a priority when it comes to 
improvement work.

Ms Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, 
wants constituents familiar 
with the road, including those 
in Lochaber, to � ll in a new 
online survey to highlight 
blackspots.

� ough there is widespread 
consensus the A82 trunk road 
– which runs from Glasgow to 
Inverness via Loch Lomond, 
Glencoe and Fort William – 
needs to be improved, there 
is less public agreement over 
tangible next steps.

Since 2017, more than 20 peo-
ple have lost their lives through 
accidents on the A82 and there 
have been a spate of accidents 
in recent weeks – sadly includ-

Appeal to help identify 
worst A82 blackspots

New cinema hosts 
big � lm premiere

Meeting spotlight 
on Corpach plans

More town centre 
cash up for grabs

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

ing another fatality. Ms Forbes 
said she will use the survey 
results to lobby for realistic 
and evidence-based improve-
ments. Launching the survey 
today (� ursday), Ms Forbes 

told the Lochaber Times there 
had been a lot of discussion 
about the need to improve the 
A82 in recent weeks. ‘I know 
some stretches are worse than 
others and there has been very 

little discussion on prioritising 
certain stretches. Between 
Inverness and Fort William, 
there are some parts that have 
been improved and other 
parts that desperately need 

investment,’ she said. ‘In Fort 
William itself, years of conges-
tion and tra�  c tailbacks have 
demonstrated the need for 
an alternative route. Further 
south, Inverarnan to Tyndrum 
is scheduled for signi� cant 
upgrade work but further on, 
the road from Onich to Fort 
William isn’t great. � e pur-
pose here is to invite people 
that live along the A82 to share 
their views on how to prioritise 
the worst parts of the route.’

� e survey – which can be 
found on https://www.sur-
veymonkey.co.uk/r/VJZLKL3  
– asks which sections people 
feel should be a priority and 
in Lochaber these include the 
stretches from:

 Invergarry to Spean Bridge;
Spean Bridge to Fort William
 Fort William link road
 Fort William to Corran 

Ferry junction
 Corran Ferry junction to 

Ballachulish Bridge
 Ballachulish Bridge to 

Glencoe Mountain Resort 
turn-o� 

 Glencoe Mountain Resort 
turn-o�  to Bridge of Orchy

 

Kate Forbes is appealing for Lochaber residents to help identify the worst sections of the 
A82 trunk road. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

A special meeting is to be 
held next month after plans 
emerged for ‘signi� cant 
upgrades’ to Corpach 
harbour. The meeting is to 
be hosted by Kilmallie and 
Ardgour community councils 
with representatives from 
Lochaber Smelter operators 
Alvance Aluminium, High-
lands and Islands Enterprise 
and Corpach harbour 
operators Boyd Brothers 
invited to attend.

Full story page four.

Lochaber communities 
are being urged to bid for 
money to improve their town 
centres. The invitation follows 
an annnouncement that 
extra funding has been made 
available from the Scottish 
Government.

Full story page 15.

Fort William’s new cinema 
will host a major movie 
premiere tonight (Thursday) 
with the � rst showing of 
Christmas rom-com Lost at 
Christmas, much of which 
was � lmed locally before the 
lockdown.

Full story page two.
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Glencoe mountaineering leg-
end and inventor Dr Hamish 
MacInnes has died at the age 
of 90.

Nicknamed the Fox of 
Glencoe due to his ‘cunning as 
a mountaineer’, Dr MacInnes 
had extensive experience and 
knowledge of climbing.

During his lifetime, he 
climbed the world’s highest 
mountain regions; made a 
remarkable contribution to 
mountain rescue and equip-
ment design; and was respon-
sible for saving hundreds, if 
not thousands, of lives.

In 2008, he was the �rst 
recipient of the Scottish Award 
for Excellence in Mountain 
Culture.

Born in Gatehouse of Fleet 
in Kirkcudbrightshire in 1930, 
Dr MacInnes established 
Glencoe Mountain Rescue 
Team (GMRT) and designed 
his eponymous stretcher and 

Hamish MacInnes, far right, with director Robbie Fraser, centre, and Michael 
Palin. Photograph: MAGIC B FILMS.

Tributes have been �ooding in for Hamish MacInnes, mountaineering 
legend, who died at the weekend, aged 90. 

Rescue team leads tributes 
to mountaineering legend

the �rst all-metal ice axe. Dr 
MacInnes died at his home 
in Glencoe at midnight on 
Sunday. Among the many 
worldwide tributes on 
Monday, GMRT team leader 
Andy Nelson said: ‘Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue would like 
to say goodbye to Hamish 
today and send our thoughts 
to his family and many friends 
around the mountaineering 
world. Hamish was literally 
a man of the world, having 
travelled to some of the more 
challenging nooks and cran-
nies of our planet in search of 
adventure – and gold!

‘He brought together great 
mountaineering men and 
women, helping to establish 

GMRT and innovated rescue 
systems and engineering aids 
to climbing and rescue, now 
distributed throughout the 
world.

‘Most of all, Hamish was a 
man of the Glen, still walking 
out until very recently, loving 
where he lived. He had time 
for all the community and 
embraced any opportunity for 
a blether, equally about local 
projects and legends of far 
�ung escapades.

‘In these di�cult times, he 
would still encourage us to 
seize the day because ‘life is for 
living’.’

Hamish led GMRT for many 
years as well as the Search 
and Rescue Dog Association. 

He also set up the Scottish 
Avalanche Information 
Service. He wrote 26 books, 
including the International 
Mountain Rescue Handbook, 
published in 1972. In the 
1970s, Dr Macinnes was an 
adviser on Clint Eastwood’s 

�lm �e Eiger Sanction and 
Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail and �e Mission starring 
Robert De Niro in the 1980s. 
At the age of 84, however, he 
su�ered from an acute urinary 
infection, causing delirium 
and ultimately memory loss.

Last year, a documentary 
�lm portraying the life of Dr 
MacInnes was shown on Sky. 
Final Ascent: �e Legend of 
Hamish MacInnes opens with 
warm words from MacInnes’s 
friend and Monty Python leg-
end Michael Palin and tells the 
story of his life by mirroring 
his greatest challenge – to re-
cover his memories and rescue 
himself.

On Monday @
FinalAscentFilm tweeted: ‘We 
are so sad to learn of the pass-
ing of Hamish MacInnes of 
Glencoe. May his spirit always 
watch over the lost climbers of 
the Glen.’

Dr Hamish MacInnes - 
a ‘Man of the Glen’

Dr Hamish MacInnes.

Fort William’s new cinema will 
host a major movie premiere 
tonight (�ursday) with the 
�rst showing of Christmas 
rom-com Lost at Christmas, 
much of which was �lmed 
locally before the lockdown.

Featuring Lochaber loca-
tions, Lost At Christmas is 
based on the acclaimed short 
�lm Perfect Strangers (2015) 
and boasts a supporting cast 
of well-known faces including 
Frazer Hines, Sanjeev Kohli, 
Clare Grogan and Sylvester 
McCoy, while the leads are 
played by Kenny Boyle and 
Natalie Clark.

Directed by Scottish Ba�a-
nominated �lm-maker Ryan 
Hendrick and made by his 
own company Magic Monkey 
Films, it is a tale of two 
strangers who �nd themselves 
stranded in the Highlands on 
Christmas Eve.

�e premiere night begins 
with an introduction from cin-
ema owner Angus MacDonald 
and Mr Hendrick at 7pm, 
followed by the feature �lm. 
Immediately a�er, there will 
be a short question and answer 
clip with the director and the 
two lead actors.

Mr Hendrick told the 
Lochaber Times this week: ‘�e 
Highlands has a long a�liation 
with independent cinemas – 
just look at the popularity of 
the Screen Machine mobile 
cinema – so this is a great 
link up and I’m really looking 
forward to seeing what people 
think,’ he told the Lochaber 
Times. ‘�e o�cial release date 
is November 4, but I bumped 
into Angus MacDonald at a 
BBC Radio Scotland interview 
and we ended up talking about 
showing the �lm �rst in Fort 
William. And it’s going to be 
running for two weeks which 
is also great.’

 
 

Fort cinema 
hosts big screen 
‘Lost at Christmas’ 
premiere
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NHS Highland remains 
commited to replacing the 
ageing Belford Hospital in 
Fort William, according to 
the health board’s new chief 
executive Pam Dudek.

At a meeting with local steer-
ing group members last week, 
NHS Highland said it would 
work closely with communi-
ties in Lochaber to refresh the 
redesign of services in the area.

Ms Dudek and NHS Highland 
chairman Professor Boyd 
Robertson met with members 
of the Lochaber Health and 
Social Care Redesign steering 
group to discuss timescales for 
a replacement Belford Hospital 
and progress on the wider 
service redesign.

Ms Dudek said: ‘I was de-
lighted to meet with members 
of the Lochaber community 
for the � rst time since taking 
up post as NHS Highland’s 
chief executive.

‘We are committed to pro-
viding increased resources for 
the redesign and replacement 

Belford Hospital in order to 
deliver services which meet 
the needs of communities in 
Lochaber and across Highland, 
Argyll and Bute.’

Professor Robertson 
commented: ‘We had a very 
constructive meeting with the 
steering group and I would like 
to thank them for their positive 
engagement. Communities 
across Lochaber have been 

heavily involved in the health 
and social care redesign in the 
area and we are determined to 
continue this close working 
relationship.

‘� e NHS Highland Board 
has made a commitment to re-
de� ne the scope of the steering 
group and we will meet again 
before Christmas to discuss 
plans for a refreshed timetable 
for the replacement Belford 
Hospital and wider service 
redesign.’

MSP Kate Forbes had met 
with Ms Dudek, Professor 
Boyd and several steering 
group members the previous 
week and she commented: ‘I 
know progress in building a 
new Belford Hospital has been 
slow, but it is good to see a 
renewed sense of urgency.

‘Last week, several members 
of the steering group and I met 
with the chairman and chief 
executive of NHS Highland.

‘� ere were a number of 
promising developments in 
terms of taking the planning 

forward. I understand the 
project steering group had a 
far more successful meeting 
last week, with a number of 
commitments that will speed 
things up. We all want to see a 
new hospital delivered in Fort 
William as soon as possible.’

Community representative 
John Hutchison added: ‘We 
welcome the fresh commit-
ment that the NHS Highland 
chairman and chief executive 
made at the earlier meeting 
with the three long-term 
campaigners [retired GP Dr 
Michael Foxley, retired Belford 
Hospital surgeon David 
Sedgwick and Mr Hutchison] 
chaired by Kate Forbes, and 
appreciate chief executive Pam 
Dudek attending the steering 
group to follow up on these 
undertakings. We now have a 
commitment to increase senior 
sta�  resources working on the 
project and to set a timetable 
by the end of this year leading 
up to the construction of the 
new Belford.’

� e Nevis Centre has 
received a grant of £50,000 
from � e Performing Arts 
Venues Relief Fund.

� e money will help to 
retain jobs at the popular 
Fort William entertain-
ments venue and support 
local musicians and theatre 
arts workers.

Sheana Fraser, chairper-
son of Linnhe Leisure, the 
charity that runs the centre, 
said: ‘� is is very welcome 
news for the centre, as 
the funding will help to 
safeguard sta�  positions 
and allow us to engage a 
consultant community the-
atre worker. � e approval of 
our application to Creative 
Scotland will assist in our 
ambition to develop the 
centre as a vibrant live arts 
venue for Lochaber.’

� eatre worker Ilona 
Munro is working with the 
Nevis Centre to promote 
small scale productions and 
gigs and to create projects 
for people to enjoy, even un-
der pandemic restrictions.

‘� e vast majority of us 

are missing live events,’ 
she added. ‘It’s wonderful 
that Linnhe Leisure 
knows how important it 
is to retain the live arts 
scene. Before Covid, � e 
Nevis Centre was making 
some great strides with 
attracting popular bands 
and comedians into their 
auditorium. So much hard 
work goes on behind the 
scenes and there’s heartache 
when the hard work has to 
come to an abrupt stop.

‘We are trying our hand 
at some new things: a 
community production, 
1943 Classic B and W, with 
more than 40 folk aged 
11 to retirement. We are 
rehearsing online but living 
in hope that we can give 
Lochaber a great night out 
in the spring.’

Other projects include 
music masterclasses with 
respected, traditional 
musicians. More details, 
including how to join in, 
will be announced on the 
centre’s website and social 
media in the near future.

Creative Scotland cash 
boost for Nevis Centre

Health chiefs still commited 
to replacing Belford hospital

NHS Highland chief 
executive Pam Dudek, who 
attended the meeting about 
the replacement project for 
the Belford Hospital.
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+ 2 Cans of Pepsi
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A special meeting is to be 
held next month a� er plans 
emerged for ‘signi� cant up-
grades’ to Corpach harbour.

� e meeting is to be hosted 
by two community councils - 
Kilmallie and Ardgour - with 
representatives from Lochaber 
Smelter operators Alvance 
Aluminium, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and 
Corpach harbour operators 
Boyd Brothers invited to 
attend.

News of the possible port 
upgrade was revealed last 
week when Alvance’s parent 
company, GFG Alliance, an-
nounced plans to invest £94m 
in a new plant alongside the 
smelter which would use scrap 
aluminium to boost output at 
the plant from around 40,000 
tonnes a year to 80,000 tonnes.

News that veterans across 
Scotland will continue to have 
access to a range of welfare 
and psychological support 
with more funding for mental 
health services has been wel-
comed in Lochaber.

� e Scottish Government 
is providing Veterans First 
Point Scotland with more than 
£658,000 to continue to deliver 
its services in 2021-22.

� e charity has a network 
of six regional centres across 
Scotland and provides es-
sential support to veterans 
through peer-support deliv-
ered in person and online.

Mental Health Minister 
Clare Haughey said Veterans 
First Point Scotland has 
done an excellent job during 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
adapting service delivery to 
continue to support veterans 
remotely and face-to-face.

‘Not only does the charity 
provide an essential support 
service, it also actively aims to 
reduce the stigma associated 
with seeking help by encour-
aging veterans to socialise in 
their community and engage 
with their local centre,’ she 
added.

‘� at’s why I am pleased we 
are supporting Veterans First 
Point again in 2021-22 to help 

Corpach port upgrade plan 
to be discussed at meeting

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

� is would be - subject to 
the � rm obtaining planning 
consent - an alternative to the 
already-consented scheme for 
an alloy wheels plant, which 
has now been abandoned due 
to the downturn in the auto-
motive industry.

However, the operation of 
the port and associated nearby 

businesses on the industrial 
estate has been the source of 
numerous noise and light pol-
lution complaints for a number 
of years and talk of an upgrade 
has triggered alarm bells in the 
community.

In its press release last week, 
Alvance explained: ‘To support 
the developments, Alvance 

is also proposing signi� cant 
upgrades to the nearby port of 
Corpach to improve e�  ciency 
of material � ow.’

Asked for more information 
on what these upgrades would 
involve, a company spokes-
person told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘� e exact nature of the 
upgrades is subject to ongoing 

discussions with the owners of 
the port.’

At Monday night’s virtual 
monthly meeting of Kilmallie 
Community Council, Sam 
� omson, of Ardgour 
Community Council, said 
she would be keen to attend a 
special meeting to obtain more 
information about what was 

going on. ‘� ere are environ-
mental issues at Annat point 
already, so I’d be keen to see 
these dealt with before there is 
even consideration of further 
expansion,’ she said.

John Hutchison, acting chair-
man of Kilmallie Community 
Council, said members were 
‘slightly in the dark’ over the 
Alvance proposals.

‘I think a meeting to which 
we can invite Alvance and HIE, 
as well as the port operators, 
might be the best way to get an 
update,’ said Mr Hutchison.

Local Highland Council 
member Allan Henderson told 
the meeting local authority 
ward members knew no more 
than community councils: ‘We 
only know what was in the 
press release as well.’

Councillors agreed that 
a meeting should be � xed, 
hopefully for some time in 
mid-December, for the issue to 
be further discussed.

Corpach harbour.

‘I think a meeting to 
which we can invite 
Alvance and HIE, 
as well as the port 
operators, might be 
the best way to 
get an update’

it continue its vital work with 
veterans across Scotland.’

Giving his own personal re-
sponse to the announcement, 
Lieutenant Colonel Kevin 
Lane MBE, president of Fort 
William and District Branch of 
Royal British Legion Scotland, 
told the Lochaber Times the 
branch has three personnel 
trained as NHS Mental Health 
First Aiders.

‘But even so, we can only 
scratch at the surface of what is 
a huge problem. It is therefore 
reassuring to see the Scottish 
Government is providing 
Veterans First Point Scotland 

with the funding to allow it 
to continue its vital work sup-
porting the veterans commu-
nity,’ he added. ‘For too long, 
the plight of those who have 
proudly served their country, 
but now carry the mental scars 
of having done so, have been 
neglected. Some have simply 
fallen down the cracks of iso-
lation but many, because they 
are proud men and women, are 
reluctant to ask for help.

‘I therefore applaud this 
initiative and hope it will be 
the crutch that is better able 
to assist more veterans of 
Lochaber.’

Fort president welcomes cash boost 
for veterans’ mental health services

Lieutenant 
Colonel Kevin 
Lane MBE, 
president of the 
Fort William 
and District 
branch of the 
Royal British 
Legion Scotland, 
pictured laying a 
wreath in 2018, 
has welcomed 
news of more 
funding for 
veterans’ mental 
health services.

Visit our website for more information

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
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Secure your conservatory order 
today and pay no more until 2022.

BUY NOW 
PAY LATER

Credit is subject to application and status.  Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] 
is a trading style of Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a 
credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

Businesses have had to adapt 
to so many changes in extreme 
circumstances recently.

With so much going on, it’s 
been easy for the reality of 
Brexit to slip down the list of 
things to prepare for. But new 
UK Government communi-
cations issued last week are 
urging businesses to spend the 
last month before the end of 
the Transition Period getting 
ready for the changes ahead.

� e Brexit Transition Period 
ends on December 31 2020. 
� ere will be no extension and 
businesses will see changes 
whether we reach agreement 
with the EU or not.

From January 1 there will be 
guaranteed changes to:

 the way your business can 
import and export goods;

 the process your business 
follows for hiring people from 
the EU;

 the way your business will 
be able to provide services in 
EU markets.

� ese changes will have 
far-reaching consequences and 
might a� ect your business even 
if you don’t deal directly with 
businesses in the EU. It’s not 
just going to a� ect those ex-
porting or importing products 
or services from the EU and 

Community spirit has come to the fore again 
in an e� ort to brighten Fort William for the 
festive season.

With no Christmas lights anywhere in sight, 
2020 looked like being a gloomy yuletide 
for seasonal shoppers. But some last minute 
planning by volunteers, together with acts of 
kindness by local businesses, mean the Parade 
now has a tree to be proud of.

Karen Dean of Fort William Town Team said: 
‘Although 2019 was the last year the town team 
was organising festive decorations, we were 
sad the High Street wouldn’t be decorated this 
season.

‘A� er the strange year we have all expe-
rienced, one of our volunteers took on the 
challenge of at least � nding a Christmas tree to 
put up in the Parade.

‘With a little Christmas magic and lots of 
community spirit we succeeded. Now when 
people head to the High Street to do their 
Christmas shopping they can also enjoy the 
town Christmas tree.’

� e tree was provided by Achnacarry Estate 
with the help of Arkaig Community Forest and 
the Woodland Trust.

Karen added: ‘We cannot thank them enough 
for expertly choosing such a lovely tree.

‘Local business Ferguson Transport helped us 

Highland Council’s Education Committee, 
which met last week, saw members updated 
on the ongoing rollout of 1,140 hours of fund-
ed early learning and childcare provision in 
settings across Highland.

A report to the committee outlined that of 
the 241 settings across the region, 202 will 
be delivering 1,140 hours by spring 2021. 
Currently, there are 136 settings delivering 
1,140 hours with an additional 23 settings 
moving to 1,140 hours later this year.

Education committee chairman Councillor 
John Finlayson said he was pleased work con-
tinued to deliver 1,140 hours of early learning 
and childcare in Highland settings despite 
challenges to provision brought about by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

‘� is service provides essential support to 
Highland families, therefore it is essential the 
roll-out continues to progress,’ he added.

‘It is also great to note there will be a further 
23 settings delivering the service before the 
end of the year. I look forward to seeing more 
settings move to 1,140 hours in 2021.’

� ere remain a small number of settings 
where the limitations of existing accommo-
dation and dependency on the completion 
of capital works creates more signi� cant 
challenges in identifying suitable interim or 
contingency arrangements.

� is work continues and the intent is for an 
update and � nalised position to be presented 
at the next education committee meeting.

Get ready for Brexit – now is the time to act

recruiting sta�  from Europe; 
it will also have a major impact 
on tourism and hospitality, 
among other sectors.

Last week the UK 
Government published a letter 
to tourism businesses in the 
UK urging all businesses in 
the sector to prepare for the 
new relationship with the EU.

But if you’re in hospitality, 
what does that mean you 
should do? Check out www.
gov.uk/transition for informa-
tion on what steps to take.

� ere is help available to 
guide you through what you 
should be doing to get ready. 
� e best place to start is a 
simple questionnaire that will 
suggest what you should do, 
depending on the answers 
you’ve submitted.

� e top actions you can take 
now to prepare are:

 Check what actions you 
need to take by visiting gov.uk/
transition.

 Sign up for government 
email updates recommended 
by the transition checker.

 Attend government webi-
nars for additional support. 
� ese are sector-speci� c to 
help make sure you get the 
most useful information.

It’s also important to check 
with your suppliers and cus-
tomers that they are preparing 
too. � e Scottish Chambers 
of Commerce network is here 
to support you. Join Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce today 
and bene� t from being part of 
the country’s biggest business 
network that speaks up for the 
needs of your business. Visit 
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk 
and � nd out about all the great 
business support on o� er.

Update on delivery of 
early learning and 
childcare in Highland

Tree sheds light on Parade 
thanks to Christmas spirit

again with the collection, delivery and erection 
of the tree which has now been lit up for the 
community with the support of Highland 
Council. All of this has been donated in true 
Highland style, just proving what can be 
achieved when we all pull together.’

Karen now hopes volunteers from Fort 

William and the surrounding area will help 
her form a Christmas group to plan for the 
future ‘or risk losing for good the community 
Christmas we all enjoy’.

Anyone interested in helping to shape 
Christmas for years to come, should contact 
karen@lochview.co.uk for more information.

Ferguson Transport workers help to put up the Fort William Christmas tree.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Young people’s charity Western 
Isles Foyer is celebrating this 
week a� er receiving a £50,000 
boost from an emergency 
fund set up by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar and SSEN.

� e fund will support com-
munity organisations which 
provide essential services 
impacted by loss of wind farm 
generated income.

Earlier this month, the Foyer 
announced its intention to 
shut down but following a 
deluge of public support and 
o� ers of help, administrators 
decided to try and raise funds 
to compensate for the loss of 
the Point and Sandwick Trust 
(PST) grant income which 
was due to be received this 
� nancial year.

Rebecca Mahony, Western 
Isles Foyer project leader, said: 
‘We would like to express 
our thanks to everyone at the 

In 2018, the Lord Lieutenant of the Western Isles, Donald Martin, presented Foyer chairman 
Matt Bruce with the Investors in Young People award. 

Charity back in business 
after £50,000 fund boost

comhairle and SSEN who 
have been working so hard to 
establish this emergency fund.’

Comhairle leader Councillor 
Roddie Mackay said the 
comhairle was aware of the 
important role the Foyer pro-
vided to the community and 
was pleased to have been able 
to support it.

‘We are targeting the fund 
at the most vulnerable groups 

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

in the community. I am very 
pleased with the quick turn-
around from establishing the 
fund on Monday November 16 
to paying out the � rst grant last 
� ursday, November 19.’

A crowdfunding appeal 
launched by the charity last 
week had reached £5,650 by 
Friday and Rebecca thanked 
members of the community 
who have publicly and private-

ly supported them, saying she 
and the Foyer team had been 
‘overwhelmed’ by the show of 
support.

‘It goes to show community 
spirit is alive and well, even 
during the season of hardship 
for everyone during Covid-19. 
Special thanks go to Colin S 
Macleod, community cham-
pion and all-round good guy 
for setting the crowdfunding 

appeal up on behalf of Foyer.
‘We would like to use the 

money raised via the Just 
Giving appeal to help young 
people supported by Foyer 
with the cost of setting up 
home. � is will be speci� cally 
for those young people unable 
to access any other funds when 
they are allocated unfurnished 
tenancies.’

One of the young people 
previously supported by Foyer 
responded to the news by 
saying: ‘It is amazing news that 
Foyer has been saved. It is fan-
tastic Foyer is going to be able 
to carry on doing the amazing 
job it does in supporting local 
young people, including care 
experienced young people.’

Lucy Cattrall, another young 
person currently supported 
by Foyer, said: ‘� e Foyer has 
been an absolute lifeline for me 
and it is great to know it will 
continue to be here to support 
other young people going 
through a hard time.’

A £94m investment package 
to secure the future of the 
aluminium smelter in Fort 
William has been welcomed 
by regional development 
agency Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE).

� e plans were announced 
last week by Alvance 
Aluminium, operator of the 
Fort William plant.

Responding to the news, 
Alastair Nicolson, HIE’s area 
manager for Skye, Lochaber 
and Wester Ross, said: ‘Fort 
William’s aluminium smelter 
has been a cornerstone of 
the Lochaber economy for 
generations.

‘� ese proposals from 
Alvance Aluminium 
demonstrate the potential for 
innovation to develop new 
products and target a range 
of markets in ways that could 
secure the industry’s future 
for a long time to come.

‘� ey also show how the 
smelter can be an engine of 
growth that creates jobs not 
only in Fort William, but in 
other parts of the area as well.

‘We look forward to working 
with the company as it takes 
these plans forward.’

HIE welcomes new 
£94m plan for 
Lochaber Smelter
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If anyone wants to know 
whether Glen� nnan Ceilidh 
Band’s new album is as good 
as its � rst two, ask Duncan 
Chisholm, one of Scotland’s 
most accomplished � ddle 
players and composers.

Road to Glen� nnan is the 
band’s third album, following 
Shores of Loch Shiel and 
Glen� nnan Gathering.

� e album is an enjoyable 
blend of jigs, reels, sing-a-long 
songs and unfettered musical 
joy, with Duncan calling the 
band ‘the absolute real deal’.

And he goes on: ‘Without 
doubt, the number one expo-
nents of real West Highland 
culture, bar none, the epitome 
of what it means to be an 
authentic Highland band. � is 
album is a perfect example of 
all of these things, beautifully 
cra� ed on the shores of Loch 
Shiel.’

� e band members are all 
stalwarts from the traditional 
music scene, equally at home 
touring the great stages of the 
world as performing in the vil-

lage hall. � e album features 
Iain MacMaster on accordion, 
with Iain MacFarlane on � d-
dle, Ingrid Henderson on pi-
ano and Colm O’Rua on banjo, 
along with special guests Hugh 
MacCallum and Joe Gillies on 
drums and vocals.

� e band says bringing its 
music and fun into people’s 
lives, especially this year, is 
always rewarding and there 
is a real sense of pride in sup-

porting Lochaber-based busi-
nesses in the process including 
the Old Laundry Studio at 
Glen� nnan, Gra� canna 
for design and Abrightside 
Photography.

Ingrid told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘� e album is a mixture 
of the band’s di� erent char-
acters, so has Irish in� uence 
as well as a strong West 
Highland and Gaelic � avour. 
Although this is the band’s 

� e Skye leg of a series of 
community conversations 
on the future of Gaelic as a 
community language will 
take place next week.

� e summit, at 7pm on 
Tuesday December 1, will be 
co-chaired by Kate Forbes, 
MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch, who will be 
joined by Skye councillor 
Calum Munro, chairman of 
Highland Council’s Gaelic 
Committee, and former 
Highland Council leader 
and fellow Gaelic advocate 
Dr Michael Foxley.

Earlier this year, a major 
study into the use of Gaelic 
in island communities 
concluded the language 
would fall into obsolescence 
unless signi� cant changes 
were made in approach and 
strategy.

A series of forums have 
been organised by Western 
Isles MSP Alasdair Allan 
to determine appropriate 
next steps to safeguard the 
language’s future.

Kate Forbes said: ‘� ere 

are still plenty of people 
in Skye and Raasay with 
Gaelic. It can still be heard 
throughout the island.

‘Urgent work is required 
to save Gaelic but, as a 
living language, it won’t be 
politicians, bureaucracy or 
token gestures that make 
the di� erence. Ultimately 
it will be those people for 
whom it is the language of 
daily life that can reverse 
the decline.’

Councillor Calum 
Munro said: ‘It’s extremely 
important Gaelic communi-
ties in Skye and Raasay have 
an opportunity to have their 
voices heard. 

‘Now is the time to consult 
with communities and to 
set the agenda for language 
policy and planning e� orts.’

To register for the online 
event, email Kate.forbes.
msp@parliament.scot with 
the participant’s name and 
contact details.

As well as the community 
meetings, people can also 
submit written evidence.

Glenn� nan Ceilidh Band’s third 
album hits all the right notes

Skye summit on future 
of the Gaelic language

third album, it is the � rst with 
Iain MacMaster of Glenuig 
on accordion and on Gaelic 
song, which gives us another 
dimension. � e Glen� nnan 
theme is strong throughout the 
album, not only in the design 
by Gra� canna which takes in-
spiration from vintage railway 
posters, but also in the local 
guest artists who have joined 
in – Charlie MacFarlane, Joe 
Gillies and Catriona Hunter.’

Road to Glen� nnan is the band’s third album and will delight fans old and new.
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Councillors updated on 
Integrated Children’s Plan
�e Highland Council’s 
Health, Social Care and 
Wellbeing Committee met last 
week and received an update 
on the progress in developing 
the latest iteration of the 
Integrated Children’s Service 
Plan (ICS).

Councillor Linda Munro, 
chairwoman of Health, 
Social Care and Wellbeing 
Committee, said listening to 
the views and experience of 
children, young people and 
their families was the bedrock 
of creating an e�ective and 
relevant Integrated Children’s 
Services Plan (ICSP).

‘To facilitate engagement, 
Highland Children’s Forum 
will carry out an independent 
and extensive consultation 
with children, young people 
and families which will inform 
the ICSP ahead of the �nal dra� 
coming to Highland Council 
in April 2021,’ she added.

‘As elected members of �e 
Highland Council, we all have 
a duty and responsibility to 
support our communities in 
Highland. I, along with my 
fellow members, recognise the 
importance of engaging with 

all partners, third sector and 
public and community groups 
to improve the future prosper-
ity and safety of the children 
living in Highland.

‘�is ambitious and well 
supported plan demonstrates 
the exemplary wealth of pro-
fessionals we have in Highland, 
who are committed to inte-
grating skills, experience and 
expertise to improve outcomes 
for children, young people and 
their families.’

�e Integrated Service Plan 
2020 (ICS) is signi�cantly 
di�erent from previous plans, 
being ambitious and with 
shared vision.  �e plan is rout-
ed and merged key partners 
in a new way, working with 
the Highland Community 
Planning Partnership, public 
agencies, third sector organi-
sations and other key commu-
nity groups to work collectively 
with the people of Highland to 
deliver better outcomes.

It also sets out clear indicators 
for monitoring and evaluating 
the e�ectiveness of children’s 
services’ success in responding 
to and addressing children’s 
wellbeing needs. 

Kinlochleven Community 
Trust (KCT) is a step closer to 
providing a haven for travel-
ling tourists in the heart of the 
village.

An application to create a 
caravan/motorhome park, 
toilet and shower block and 
a chemical waste disposal 
point with fresh water outlet 
is currently live on Highland 
Council’s website and the 
group hopes to get things up 
and running by summer 2021 
if its proposal is accepted.

KCT development o�cer 
Lucy Cooke told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘�is proposal has 
been researched over the last 
four years and mentioned at 
the last three annual general 
meetings so it’s great we are 
now reaching the �nal stages. 
�e current provision of toilets 
and car parking is insu�cient 
and as a result there is a lot 
of toilet waste being dumped 
around the village.’

�e park, if approved, will be 
situated on the brown�eld site 
on Leven Road and will pro-

vide eight bays with electrical 
hook-ups and a large grassed 
area for benches and �re pits. 
�ere will also be an area of 
ground set aside for camping. 
�ere will be four toilets, four 
showers and a storage area.

Run by a group of voluntary 
board members, elected from 
within the community by 
members of the organisation, 
KCT conducted a survey, 
consultation and open day 

in 2017 on the topic and this 
year carried out a campervan/
motorhome audit and a digital 
community consultation.

‘We have collected evidence 
of the negative impacts of our 
visitors and the type of facili-
ties they need,’ explained Lucy.

‘Campervans are parking 
in laybys, on public and 
private ground and many are 
congregating in the centre of 
the village with no alternative 

solutions found. We will 
charge visitors to use the site 
with the cost in keeping with 
other local providers. Use of 
the waste disposal facility will 
be free. Income generated from 
the site will go towards creat-
ing employment, maintaining 
the site and other community 
projects. All comments will be 
taken into consideration as we 
follow the planning process,’ 
added Lucy.

To view and comment on the 
proposal go to planning ap-
plications section at highland.
gov.uk. For more information 
visit the KCT Facebook page 
or email admin@kinlochleven.
co.uk.

Other projects by KCT in-
clude co-ordinating the com-
munity response to Covid-19, 
launching �e Pantry, a food 
recycling project which is 
helping to tackle waste and 
food poverty in the village, an 
ebike project to be launched 
next year, a community shop 
and café and the Green Spaces 
project.

Community group plans 
ahead for summer 2021

The brown�eld site on Leven Road has been earmarked for 
the new caravan park.

I love my dad, so there’s 
no way I wouldn’t care 
for him. Every time he 
needs something 
for himself I’m there. 
needs something 
for himself I’m there. 
needs something 

It’s no problem for me. 

no 
time

for
me

When you’re caring for someone, sometimes you need help too.  
Get in touch and we’ll connect you with support in your local area.

Freephone 0800 811 3200, lines open Monday to Friday 9-5, or visit nhsinform.scot/caring 
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Eighteen months a�er 
acknowledging the global 
climate and ecological emer-
gency, �e Highland Council 
(THC) this week stands 
accused of doing little more 
than just talking about it with 
an attitude akin to Groundhog 
Day, the hit movie in which the 
lead character relives the same 
day over and over.

Members of the coun-
cil’s Corporate Resources 
Committee last week agreed 
‘Carbon Budgeting’ recom-
mendations from the Economy 
and Infrastructure Committee 
should be considered by the 
local authority.

Malcolm MacLeod, executive 
chief o�cer infrastructure and 
environment, said that as part 
of the council’s commitment 

Drug detection dogs in the Western 
Isles, Orkney and Shetland helped to 
seize more than a quarter of a million 
pounds’ worth of illegal drugs and cash 
in 2020.

Since January 1, the charity Dogs 
Against Drugs – Shetland has helped to 
detect and seize illegal substances and 

cash totalling £125,363. Orkney Drugs 
Dog has also been involved in the sei-
zure of drugs valued at £62,000, while 
almost £56,000 worth of illegal drugs 
have been seized in the Western Isles.

�e dogs and their handlers work 
in conjunction with police and 
Superintendent Iain MacLelland said 

an increase in the quantity of controlled 
drugs being seized from postal delivery 
services had been most evident in the 
Western Isles, Orkney and Shetland.

‘My thanks go to these charities once 
again. 

‘I can say with some certainty these 
areas are safer places to live thanks to 

the handlers and their trusted dogs,’ 
he said. Orkney Drugs Dog and Dogs 
Against Drugs – Shetland rely on 
donations to remain operational, while 
in the Western Isles, the Alcohol and 
Drugs Partnership generously funded 
some of the set-up costs involved in 
bringing a dog and handler to the area.

Funding for mental health 
services for children, young 
people and their families in 
the Highlands is to be boosted 
by more than £700,000.

During a meeting of the 
Highland Council’s Health, 
Social Care and Well-being 
Committee earlier this month, 
members heard the Scottish 
Government was to stump up 
more cash to help this vital 
work. �e Caithness area, 
which has seen a number of 
traumatic events in recent 
months, which are thought to 
be related to mental health, 
will act as a pilot area.

Best practice and re�ection 
of which methods and services 
work well within Caithness 
will inform the expansion to a 
pan-Highland approach.

�e ‘whole system approach’ 
to supporting mental health 
across Highland communities 
will be informed by outcomes 
from a mental health summit 
in February 2021. Young 
people with experience of 
mental health issues, along 
with elected members, will 
participate in the summit.

Drug detection dogs help seize almost £56,000 in illegal drugs and cash

Council’s climate crisis attitude slammedCash boost for 
mental health 
services for    
young people

to climate change action, the 
council would be working over 
the coming months to identify 

an appropriate target date to 
achieve net zero emissions 
from its operations. ‘Once that 

target date has been agreed 
by members, and to share re-
sponsibility for climate action 
corporately, it is proposed the 
council develops an annual 
carbon budget, apportioned 
between services, with the aim 
of keeping the council on track 
to meet its emissions reduction 
targets,’ he said. 

But the Fort William branch 
of climate crisis activist group 
Extinction Rebellion (XR), was 
less than impressed.

A spokesperson told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘�is is 
beginning to seem like 
Groundhog Day. Eighteen 
months a�er acknowledging 
the global climate and eco-
logical emergency, Highland 
Council is still just talking, 
and still talking, only about 

putting its own house in order.
‘All the while, as the need 

for urgent action accelerates 
exponentially, it continues to 
permit new developments on 
peatland, on riverbanks and 
coastal �ood plains. 

‘Where are the planning and 
land use policies that take the 
emergency seriously? Where 
is the public information 
about what this all means for 
the Highlands and what we 
can do, collectively, about it? 
Where is the investment in 
public transport, car clubs, 
maintenance of existing elec-
tric vehicle infrastructure and 
community energy projects? 
Highland Council is our local 
government. If ever there has 
been a time for e�ective gov-
ernance, it is now.’

School pupils in Lochaber have been joined by residents 
of all ages to support climate change protests. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, The Write Image.
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Kyle RNLI lifeboat was called out just before 
lunchtime on Saturday to assist nine divers in the 
water a�er their boat broke down.

�e lifeboat was launched a�er the dive boat 
su�ered mechanical failure in Loch Alsh and 
dri�ed away from the dive area resulting in the 
group needing help when the divers surfaced.

Kyle lifeboat Spirit of Fred Olsen launched at 
11.55am and was on scene two minutes later, by 
which time a few of the divers had already sur-
faced and were being helped by nearby vessels.

�ree of the divers were alongside the SD 
Raasay but, due to the size of the vessel, were 

unable to get on board. �e lifeboat picked the 
divers out of the water and transferred them onto 
the larger vessel, before going to help another 
member of the group who had just surfaced.

�e �shing vessel Helen Bruce picked up 
another three divers and transferred them onto 
the SD Raasay whilst the lifeboat went to search 
for the remaining two who were still under water. 

A short while later the �nal members of the 
diving party surfaced and were picked up by the 
lifeboat.

Once it was established everyone was account-
ed for and uninjured, the SD Raasay took some of 

the group back to Kyle, whilst the lifeboat went to 
assist the stricken dive boat. �e lifeboat took the 
RIB under tow back to Kyleakin before returning 
to the lifeboat station at 1.45pm.

A Kyle RNLI spokesperson said: ‘�e diving 
party had just purchased their new dive boat and 
were extremely well equipped, however, unfortu-
nately they were extremely unlucky and the boat 
su�ered a severe mechanical failure which le� it 
completely disabled in the water.

‘Due to the swi� action of the dive master 
calling for assistance early, the entire group was 
recovered quickly and safely.’

�e extension of a Scottish Government 
fund designed to help fund a�ordable 
homes in rural communities has been 
welcomed by Kate Forbes MSP.

�e £30million Rural and Islands 
Housing Fund was launched in 2016 
and Housing Minister Kevin Stewart 
has con�rmed it will continue beyond 
March 2021.

It was designed to help community 
organisations, development trusts and 
private landowners build new a�ordable 
housing or refurbish existing properties.

In Ms Forbes’ vast Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch constituency, homes 
have already been completed in 
Abriachan, Drumnadrochit, Flodigarry, 
Glenmoriston and on Rum. Work is 
progressing on sites in Fort Augustus, 
Lochaline and Sta�n, with others in 
the pipeline for Cannich, Glendale and 
Kilbeg.

�e MSP said: ‘Rural housing is critical 
so the extension of the Rural and Islands 
Housing Fund is great news. It has made 
a big di�erence to communities in the 
Highlands since it was launched. Two 
hundred new a�ordable homes have 
been delivered in the last few years, but 
the real value isn’t so much in the �gures 
but in where the homes have been built. 
In some of the smaller communities, 
even �ve new homes have made a huge 
di�erence.’

Extension of a�ordable 
rural housing fund 
welcomed by MSP

Lifeboat called out to help nine divers 

Kyle RNLI lifeboat tows 
the dive boat back to 
harbour. Photograph: Kyle RNLI.

Right: Divers 
clearly visible on the 
surface as the lifeboat 
approaches. Photograph: 

Kyle RNLI. 
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In a bid to thank Highlands 
and Islands communities and 
safeguard jobs, Black Sheep 
Hotels is launching discounts 
on hotel accommodation and 
in its restaurants.

Anyone with a postcode in 
the Highlands and Islands will 
receive a 50 per cent discount 
on stays at Cluanie Inn, Rokeby 
Manor and � e Whispering 
Pine Lodge from now until 
March 31 2021. During their 
stay, visitors will also receive 
a 25 per cent discount on food 
and so�  drinks at each of the 
hotel’s restaurants – Cluanie 
Bar and Kitchen, Emily’s Byre 
and � e Lochside Brasserie.

� e company is also o� ering 
a 25 per cent discount on 
lunches at all of its restaurants 
to key workers. � is includes 
its popular restaurant Tiger on 
the Wall in Inverness, where 
15 per cent o�  takeaways will 
also be o� ered. NHS, � re 
service, police employees and 
teachers are all entitled to the 
key worker discount. Ravi 
Rawat, operations director 
at Black Sheep Management 
Services Limited, said: ‘With 
around eight in 10 hotels in 

the Highlands being forced 
to close or reduce operations, 
we want to safeguard the jobs 
of our much-valued 120-plus 
employees and thank people in 
the Highlands and Islands.

‘Our region has done in-
credibly well in handling the 
coronavirus pandemic, with 
infection rates remaining low. 
And we want to keep it that 
way. So, to allow our commu-
nities to still enjoy a relaxing 
getaway, we have introduced 
this exclusive o� er only avail-
able to people who live in the 
Highlands and Islands. 

‘We’re adding a new twist to 
the ‘support local’ mantra by 
supporting our local commu-
nities and I hope people from 
the region can take advantage 
of this special o� er over the 
winter.’

� e o� er is only available 
when booked directly through 
Black Sheep Hotels, using the 
code ‘BSH-2021’. 

Stays must be a minimum 
of two nights and proof of 
postcode must be shown upon 
arrival.

Liberal Democrats have select-
ed Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Denis Rixson to � ght the Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch seat 
at the Scottish Parliament 
elections in May next year.

� e party con� rmed Mr 
Rixson, who sits on Highland 
Council’s Climate Change 
Panel, on Friday and says he 
will work in partnership to 
build a ‘green and fair recovery 
from the pandemic’ but also 
stand up to the SNP’s ‘relent-
less drive towards centralism’.

Before winning his Highland 
Council seat from the SNP 
in the 2018 by-election, Mr 
Rixson was a school teacher in 
the Highlands for more than 
30 years and owned  Mallaig 
Bookshop.

Councillor Rixson said he 
was delighted and honoured 
to be selected as the Liberal 
Democrat candidate for the 
constituency, currently held by 
the SNP’s Kate Forbes.

‘� e Highlands have a proud 

Liberal history and I am priv-
ileged to continue that tradi-
tion. � ere are political views 
other than those currently 
entrenched at Westminster 
and Holyrood and I want to 
promote the importance of 
liberalism amidst our current 
divisions,’ he told the Lochaber 
Times.

‘With the coronavirus crisis 
exposing people to � nancial 
hardship, politicians must 
address the inequalities in our 
communities and ensure no-
one is le�  behind.

‘From the challenges facing 
our tourism industry to the 
underinvestment in a� ordable 
homes and transport infra-

structure, people need action. 
� ese issues will never be 
addressed by SNP’s relentless 
drive towards centralism,’ he 
said.

‘I am determined to listen 
and work in partnership to 
win on the issues that matter. 
Liberal Democrats will build 
a green and fair recovery from 
the pandemic and ensure 
everyone in the Highlands has 
the opportunity to get on in 
life.’

Leader of the Scottish Liberal 
Democrats Willie Rennie 
added: ‘With our party’s deep 
roots in the Highlands and 
Denis’ experience and local 
record, we are o� ering people 
the opportunity for a new 
future by doing things better.

‘With the contest amounting 
to a two-horse race between 
the Liberal Democrats and the 
SNP, only a vote for Denis can 
stop the SNP here and reject 
another divisive independence 
referendum.’

Lib Dems pick Rixson to 
� ght for election seat

Denis Rixson is a Lib Dems councillor, who currently 
represents Caol and Mallaig on The Highland Council.

Black Sheep Hotels launches 
scheme to support Highlands
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This is a fantastic recipe that can let you get ahead of 
the game at Christmas time. You can make and freeze 
prior to Christmas. Once cooked, it is extremely easy 
to carve and is very tasty. Where possible use good 
quality sausage meat from your local butchers or 
quality shop bought pork sausages. It is excellent
served cold on boxing day
Ingredients
• 700g - Good quality pork sausage meat or 

equivalent good quality pork sausages
• 1 – Medium onion fi nely chopped
• 1 – Small cooking apple chopped
• 50g – Breadcrumbs
• 1 – Egg
• 12 – Rashers streaky bacon
• Small bunch - Freshly chopped parsley
• Small bunch - Freshly chopped sage
• Small bunch - Freshly chopped thyme 
• 1 – Tablespoon olive oil
• 1 – teaspoon of salt
• Roughly ground fresh pepper
• Freshly grated half nutmeg, or small teaspoon
• Butter for greasing
• 4 – 6 Tablespoons cranberry sauce. Best to use 

homemade but a quality sauce can be used
Method
Finely chop onions and add to a pan with olive 
oil. Cook them off  for about fi ve minutes and do 
not allow to brown. Once soft and cooked, put to 
one side to cool down. Best to put on a cold plate. 
In a large mixing bowl add sausage meat, onion, 
chopped apple, breadcrumbs, egg, parsley, sage, 

SAUSAGE MEAT AND CRANBERRY STUFFING ROULADE

thyme, nutmeg, salt, pepper. Mix and combine 
all the ingredients. Best to use hands or wooden 
spoon. Whatever suits.
Making up the roulade
To assemble, butter and season with salt and 
pepper a large sheet of foil. Best to melt butter 
and paint on with pastry brush.  Stretch out the 
bacon rashers slightly with the back of a kitchen 
knife, then overlap 12 rashers on the foil. Spoon 
the stu�  ng mix evenly over the bacon, leaving 
a border of about 3cm. Add the cranberry sauce 
in a line across the centre. Tuck the long edges of 
the bacon over the stu�  ng; then, using the foil to 
help, roll the stu�  ng up into a log shape.
Cooking
Heat oven to 190C/fan 170C/gas 5. Put the foil-
wrapped roll onto a roasting tin and roast for 45 
mins. Unwrap, draining off  any juice, then fi nish 
roasting for 15 mins until the bacon is crisp.

Brought to you by BID4Oban
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Hands up who panic-bought hens at the 
beginning of lockdown?

I know I’m not the only one. Now, 
hands up who has since discovered how 
much truth there was in the warnings 
that ‘the pine marten will get them’?

� e � rst sign all was not as it should 
be in our henhouse was a low rumbling 
noise. I glanced up towards the window, 
half expecting a wheelie bin to blow past, 
but in an instant I was on my feet and 
racing towards the back door.

In those seconds, some part of my 
brain had registered there was no wind, 
that it couldn’t be a wheelie bin, that 
the outside light had come on, which 
means the infrared sensor had picked up 
movement and that I could see the pale 
tail-feathers of a hen on the other side of 
the ditch by the wee � eld, where no hen 
should have been at that time of night.

When I got to the henhouse though 
I paused. � ere was a hen in the open 
doorway and it seemed to be sitting 
quietly. � en I realised the glistening on 
the wooden ramp was not water and I 

rushed forward to tug open the roof of 
the wee house.

� e bright black eyes of a large pine 
marten turned straight towards me. It 
was heavier and more muscular than 
they appear from a distance. It moved 
like water, � owing outwards in all 
directions towards an escape route.

I did not make any noise, but it knew 
it no longer had free rein and poured its 
sleek brown weight up the side, over the 
top and away into the darkness.

Pine martens were once rare in the 
Highlands. Centuries of being hunted for 
their coats, and for the risk they posed 
to Victorian game stocks, meant they 
were only occasionally glimpsed by the 
beginning of the 20th century.

� eir return, however, was equally 
human-made. In his foreward to Polly 
Pullar’s book, A Richness of Martens, 
John Lister-Kaye of the Aigas Field 
Centre, describes how the spread of 
commercial forestry in the 1970s resulted 
in ‘a brief population explosion of voles, 
essential food for hen harriers, barn 

owls, kestrels, wildcats, foxes and, yes, 
pine martens’.

But as the new plantations grew and 
their canopies closed over, the vole 
population died o�  again, forcing the 
pine martens to travel out of the forests 
in search of food.

I was excited to discover pine marten 
scat, just a few days before, on the 
breezeblocks holding down the children’s 
trampoline, to glimpse it light-footing 
over the top of the stone wall in the 
spring, to watch it take tiny bounds 
across the grass below the bird table in 
the summer.

� e sight of the animal that night did 
not � ll me with horror. Instead, it caught 
my breath in a thrill. � e pine marten 
has a beating heart, and a stomach, and a 
survival instinct.

I should not have expected it to pass 
on the open door of a henhouse. I do not 
blame it for eating the chickens. I eat 
chickens, for goodness sake.

� at said, I will be shutting the door of 
the henhouse a little bit earlier tonight. A pine marten. Photograph: Ian Sargent/Aigas Field Centre.

Thrilling sight of a pine marten
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Community Land Scotland 
(CLS) is calling for access to 
safe and warm housing at 
prices people can a� ord, states 
a newly published report.

� e charity, which represents 
current and aspiring commu-
nity landowners, is encourag-
ing people, in particular young 
families, to return to the areas 
where they grew up.

‘For too long people have 
been leaving villages and small 
towns across rural Scotland, 
because they could not � nd 
a house they could a� ord to 
live in, or were repeatedly 
evicted,’ says Ailsa Raeburn, 
chairperson of CLS. ‘In the 
� ght against such depopula-
tion, communities the length 
and breadth of rural Scotland 
have been coming together to 
build and manage their own 
a� ordable housing.’

� e homes are low cost and 
highly energy e�  cient which 
means low heating bills.

Home Delivery – Community 
Led Housing in Rural Scotland 
charts the success of the many 
rural communities which have 
bought land and raised the 
funds to build the required 
a� ordable housing over the 
last � ve years of the Rural and 
Islands Housing Fund (RIHF). 

‘� is type of development 
is always about more than 

numbers – whether the size of 
the community or the number 
of houses built,’ said Ms 
Raeburn. ‘We have seen time 
and again that a very small 
number of houses can make 
a huge di� erence to our most 
economically fragile rural 
communities. Community 
housing is an integral part of 
empowering communities and 
that is fundamentally about 
ensuring that land and other 
assets are owned and used in 

the public interest and for the 
common good.’

Minister for Local 
Government, Housing and 
Planning Kevin Stewart said: 
‘It has been inspiring to read 
stories of rural communities 
coming together to build 
a� ordable, energy-e�  cient 
homes that o� er tenants and 
owners long-term housing 
security. 

‘Many have had the support 
of the £30 million Rural and 
Islands Housing Funds.

‘We want this good work 
to carry on, and have been 
listening to feedback from 
local communities, councils 
and rural housing stakehold-
ers, who want these funds to 
continue and deliver a strong 
pipeline of new homes. As 
such I am pleased to announce 
the continuation of the funds 
beyond March 2021.’

� e development of two 
houses at Ulva Ferry on Mull 

brought two young families 
to that community, four 
working-age residents and six 
children to the local school. 
� e school stayed open and, 
equally importantly, the 
community was given the con-
� dence to go on and build four 
more a� ordable houses which 
are now under construction 
and being advertised to let.

In total 205 new homes 
listed in the report showcase 
a range of community-led 
developments all supported by 
the RIHF. � ey include homes, 
a health centre and business 
units in Sta�  n in Skye.

Hugh Ross is from the 
Sta�  n Community Trust 
at Trotternish on Skye. � e 
island with a population of 
10,000 has particular pressure 
on its housing stock, in part 
due to Airbnb.

Hugh said: ‘We refused to 
sleepwalk into becoming a 
retirement village dominated 

by holiday accommodation.
‘Our project would have not 

happened without the Rural 
and Islands Housing Fund. It 
is vital to Sta�  n as we haven’t 
had a� ordable houses here for 
21 years. 

‘� is development will see 
seven families secure homes, 
bolster our school’s roll, pro-
vide a modern health centre 
and new business opportu-
nities in Skye and Lochalsh’s 
most economically fragile 
community.

‘� e sound of children 
playing in the gardens will be 
a very welcome noise – that 
of a community with a bright 
future.’

Dr Calum Macleod, policy 
director Community Land 
Scotland, concluded: ‘It’s clear 
from the case studies in the re-
port that the initial a� ordable 
housing proposals o� en act as 
a catalyst for wider communi-
ty regeneration.’

Call for more affordable 
housing to stop exodus

Two 
a� ordable 
houses at 
Ulva Ferry 
on Mull 
brought two 
young fam-
ilies to that 
community, 
leading to 
four more 
homes 
being built.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

housing to stop exodus
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Lochaber communities are 
being urged to bid for money 
to improve their town centres.

�e invitation, from mem-
bers of �e Highland Council’s 
Lochaber Area Committee, 
follows the annnouncement 
on November 4 at the council’s 
economy and infrastructure 
committee that extra funding 
has been made available from 
the Scottish Government to 
boost town centres.

Lochaber has been allocated 
£84,156 and it was agreed 
decisions on who will get the 
cash boost will be made at area 
committee level.

Councillor Andrew Baxter, 
Lochaber area committee 
chairman said: ‘�e Scottish 
Government’s Town Centre 
Funding is welcome at a time 
of economic crisis. 

‘It will help to provide 
construction activity and 
stimulate employment in the 
area, o�ering a con�dence 
boost to our communities at a 

The grant can be spent on council, public, community-based 
or private sector projects in the town centres of Fort William, 
above, Caol, Banavie and Corpach. F49 Fort William High Street

Groups urged to bid 
for town centre cash

very di�cult time.’  He added: 
‘�ere is a tight turnaround 
and it is vital communities get 
their bids in promptly. 

‘Lochaber councillors look 
forward to seeing the improve-
ments this investment will 
bring.’

�e grant can be spent on 
council, public, communi-
ty-based or private sector 
projects in the town centres of 
Fort William, Caol, Banavie 
and Corpach. Social enterpris-
es or community organisations 
will be eligible if they are com-
panies limited by guarantee/
shares.

As decided by the Scottish 
Government, the grant must 
be for physical projects which 
means only certain types of 
projects can be funded. For 
example, the spending must 
be a ‘one-o�’ and result in the 
construction or improvement 
of an asset such as a building 
or an area of land.

Applications to the fund must 
be submitted no later than 9am 
on Monday December 14. 

More information and an 
application form can be found 
on the council’s website. 
Proposals will be considered at 
the Lochaber Area Committee 
on Monday January 18.

 

Thousands to lose 
out if UK government 
ends vital Covid 
support, says MSP
�ousands to lose out if 
UK Government ends vital 
Covid support, says MSP

�ousands across the 
Highlands will lose out un-
der UK Government plans 
to end vital coronavirus 
support to people receiving 
bene�ts such as Universal 
Credit.

�at’s the fear of Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Kate Forbes, who says 
around 16,500 households 
are receiving Universal 
Credit across the region, 
but they will likely be 
impacted as the £20-a-week 
upli�, brought in to pro-
vide a lifeline during the 
pandemic, looks set to be 
scrapped. Instead the Tories 
are expected to reinstate the 
Minimum Income Floor by 
April 2021.

A Scottish Government 

report calculates the deci-
sion will cost households 
in Scotland almost half a 
billion pounds in 2021-22.

Ms Forbes said: ‘Universal 
Credit, as �awed as it is, 
has been a lifeline for many 
constituents during this 
very di�cult time.

‘Many have found them-
selves with no other choice 
but to apply for Universal 
Credit and many have then 
written to me asking how 
the UK Government can 
expect anyone to survive 
on the Universal Credit 
amounts. �e additional 
£20 has made a di�erence. 
It must be continued and 
extended. If the chancellor 
can extend furlough and 
the Self-Employed Income 
Support, he should also 
extend the more generous 
Universal Credit amounts.’
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LETTERS

The editor welcomes 
letters of approximate-
ly 300 words in length 
for publication on this 
page. However we 
reserve the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime phone number is also required for 
veri� cation. Anonymous letters will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: 
Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

The views expressed on our letters page are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
re� ect the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from 
time to time. If we have published anything 
that is factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact 
IPSO by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.We will abide 
by the decision of IPSO.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Bha mi glè thàmailteach a’ faicinn Riaghaltas 
na h-Alba a’ dol an aghaidh cho-dhùnaidhean 
Chomhairlichean na Gàidhealtachd, agus ag 
aontachadh cead-dealbhachaidh dha Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum an ceath-
ramh loidse a thogail ann an Inbhir Ìonaid, a 
dh’aindeoin a’ bhuaidh a bheir an togalach sin 
air dachaigh eile. Far am bheil mìltean de dh’ 
acraichean talmhainn aig an uachdaran seo 
nach bochd gur ann mar seo a dh’� eumas 
a bhith. Shaoileadh tu glè thric gum bheil 
mòran de cho-dhùnaidhean luchd-riaghlaidh a’ 
magadh air a chèile! ’S � ada bho chomharraich 
Ameireagaidh i � èin mar “thìr nan saoranach”, 
is i cho moiteil às a cuid deamocrasaidh ’s gum 
bheil i tric ga sparradh air dùthchannan eile. 
Ladarnas a tha ’s dòcha a’ fàs à cumhachd agus 
meudachd nan Stàitean Aonaichte, ach theag-
amh cuideachd an seòrsa misneachd air an robh 
Barak Obama a’ sgrìobhadh san leabhar “� e 
Audacity of Hope” mu bhith ag amas air shàr 
chinn-uidhe Ameireagaidh. Ach le diùltadh 
gèilleadh ri buil taghaidh na dùthcha tha 
Dòmhnall Trump air criothnachadh a thoirt 
air siostam taghaidh Ameireagaidh, is a chuid 
casaidean foille a’ leantainn gun � ianais dearb-
haidh. Ma tha an siostam mì-onarach a thaobh 
luchd-taice Biden ’s neònach mura biodh an aon 
rud fìor bho thaobh luchd-taice Trump!

Cha robh mise ach beagan is còig bliadhna a 
dh’aois nuair a choinnich dithis “bhalach mòr” 
ri mo phiuthar as sìne, dithis nighean eile, agus 
mi � ìn air ar slighe dhachaigh bhon sgoil. � ug 
iad na bonaidean bho na h-ìghnean agus thilg 

iad ann an lubaichean salach iad, agus airson 
a’ chiad turas bha mi nam � ianais air burraid-
heachd. Bha mise ro bheag dìon de sheòrsa sam 
bith a dhèanamh agus cha do chaill mi riamh 
a’ ghràin a ghabh mi an latha sin, de leithid a 
mhodh-giùlain. Tuigidh sibh mar sin gum bheil 
mi a’ cur làn-thaic ri poileasaidhean a tha a’ 
bacadh burraidheachd ann an suidheachadh 
sam bith, agus cha robh mi ga mheas na annas 
sam bith gun tuirt am Prìomhaire, nuair a bha 
e a’ tighinn ùr dha dhreuchd, gu seasadh esan 
an aghaidh seo cuideachd. Ach bhon uairsin 
chunnacas prìomh chomhairliche dha Boris, 
Dominic Cummings, a’ cur taic ri leithid de 
mhodh, agus toiseach na bliadhna chaidh 
casaid burraidheachd a thogail an aghaidh 
a’ bhana-Mhinistear Priti Patel. Ged a cho-
dhùin sgrùdadh gun robh i air modh-giùlain 
ministrealachd a bhriseadh tha i a’ fuireach 
na dreuchd le taic a’ Phrìomhaire. Aig àm sam 
bheil uimhir a chuideam ga chur air daoine, air 
feadh an t-saoghail, riaghailtean glasaidh agus 
bacaidh Covid 19 a ghleidheadh saoilidh mi gur 
e eisimpleir gu math bochd a tha iad a’ faotainn 
bho na ceannardan a tha seo. Comhairle bhuapa 
nach d’ � uaireadh aca!

Arresting the spread of coronavirus requires 
adherence to a range of di�  cult restrictions on 
personal freedom, but these rules are designed 
for our bene� t. Powerful people do not always 
set the best example by their � outing of estab-
lished rules and principles.

Allan Campbell. ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Natural heritage
I must take issue with Ian � ornber’s highly 
political rant in the last two issues, Fighting to 
protect our natural heritage, November 5 and 
November 12.

In the second part of his piece, Mr � ornber 
refers to ‘two new studies’ which apparently 
throw the argument that ‘putting millions of 
trees in the ground will help save the planet’ 
‘into disarray’. Mr � ornber fails to reference 
the two studies he mentions, but it is likely they 
are ‘Impacts of Chilean forest subsidies on forest 
cover, carbon and biodiversity’ by Heilmayr, 
Echeverría & Lambin, and ‘How trees could 
help to save the climate’ by Bastin JF et.al.

Contrary to Mr � ornber’s suggestion, these 
studies do not call into question the potential 
bene� ts of tree planting as part of a package 
of measures to challenge the global climate 
crisis, they merely suggest that throwing huge 
amounts of money at quick-� xes could back� re.

� is is hardly a scienti� c breakthrough and 
certainly does not discredit the concept of 
mass tree planting. � e studies, together with 
additional input from colleagues and commen-
tators, simply suggest care should be taken in 
choosing which land should be planted and that 
mass planting of a single species, no matter what 
species, is generally not a good idea.

Mr � ornber usually provides us with an 
interesting look at an aspect of our local history 
and although his point of view is o� en clearly 
visible, it does not greatly hinder the story he 
tells. 

� is latest piece was a heavily biased political 
statement and should therefore be given a right 
of reply.

Joanne Matheson, Acharacle.

Santa teams up with RNIB
Each year, Santa receives millions of letters from 
children all over the world. 

To make sure every child can read his reply, 
he has teamed up once again with the Royal 
National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) to 
make sure his letters are available in accessible 
formats including braille, audio and large print. 

If you know a child with a vision impairment 
who would love to receive a letter from Santa, 
please send their Christmas letter to Santa Claus, 
RNIB, Midgate House, Midgate, Peterborough 
PE1 1TN by Tuesday December 1. 

Alternatively, email santa@rnib.org.uk by 
Monday December 21 for an email with a large-
print attachment. 

Make sure to include the child’s name age, 

Online bullying concerns
Every year thousands of children contact 
Childline about being bullied online and tell us 
they feel it is hard to escape from it.

Lockdown has intensi� ed these feelings for 
many and since April we’ve counselled more 
than 1,500 children and young people across the 
UK about online bullying. Children have told us 
about people sending threatening or abusive 
messages and being pressured into engaging 
in sexual conversations. Others have shared 

that they’ve been excluded from online games 
by other children, while some spoke of online 
identities being stolen to embarrass or cause 
trouble. If a parent thinks their child is being 
bullied online, it can be hard to remain calm, 
but it’s crucial not to overwhelm a child with 
questions. Taking their device away is likely to 
make them feel like whatever has happened is 
their fault. Instead, it’s helpful to listen to their 
worries, suggest they take some time away from 
certain apps and reassure them. Children can 
call Childline on 0800 1111 from 7.30am to 
midnight Monday to Friday or 9am to midnight 
on weekends. Or they can get in touch via www.
childline.org.uk 

Adeniyi Alade, Childline/NSPCC Scotland. 

postal address, contact number and which 
format they need.

David Clarke, RNIB.

New e� ort to improve A82 
� is week we report on the launch of a new 
e� ort by MSP Kate Forbes to get some of the 
worst accident blackspots on the A82 trunk 
road where it runs through her constituency 
improved.

Ms Forbes intends lobbying for targeted 
action but wants to inform that with infor-
mation from those who live alongside one 
of Scotland’s most dangerous roads. Far too 
o� en, the Lochaber Times has had to report 
on heart-breaking fatalities on the route. So, 
even if work only gets carried out one black-
spot at a time, it is one less blackspot posing 
a threat to road users.

Health chiefs must deliver 
Everyone appreciates NHS Highland has had 
to focus much of its e� orts and resources on 
tackling the coronavirus pandemic. But that 
only started in March.

It was a quarter of a century ago that a 
report � agged up the need for an improved 
hospital on the Belford site. And it was � ve 
years ago NHS Highland acquired the land 
for the new building.

So we are pleased to report this week that 
NHS Highland’s new chief executive seems 
keen to get this project moving quicker. 
� at’s good news - but make no mistake, we 
will hold NHS bosses to that commitment.
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DISTRICT NEWS

Trianaid thanks community
Management, sta�  and clients in Trianaid care 
home in North Uist have sent out heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who donated items to 
Trianaid this year.

Sending out a letter via Western Isles Council, 
they said: ‘Our island communities really pulled 
together and supported one another when we 
faced such unprecedented events as befell us 
this year.

‘It was overwhelming to know how much we 
were in people’s thoughts and such generous 
donations were given by those who were also 
facing extraordinarily challenging times.

‘Much appreciation and gratitude to:
 North Uist Community Council
 Iochdar Community Council
 Caitriona Morrison
 Comhairle Ceilidh artistes and those who 
donated CDs
 Vicki Manchester, Joan MacLean, Margaret 
Cowie and everyone who made our beautiful 
and much-admired scrubs
 Western Isles Health Board
 NHS Western Isles
 North Uist Distillery
 Tesco Stornoway and its generous customers
 Grillburger
 Neil Campbell Electrical
 John Johnstone
 Benbecula and Clachan Church of Scotland
 Uist Free Church
 Reverend Alen McCulloch

‘� anks to one and all. Your kindness really 
kept us upli� ed and we look forward to the time 
we can all welcome you back in for a ceilidh.’

Community council chairman 
steps down after 15 years
� e November meeting of Glen� nnan 
Community Council saw local hotelier Duncan 
Gibson step down from the role of chairman 
a� er 15 years in the post.

Mr Gibson, who runs the Glen� nnan House 
Hotel with his wife Manja, thanked everyone for 
their support over the years.

Community council minutes stated: ‘We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Duncan 
for his many years of service and commitment.’

As a result of Mr Gibson stepping down, the 
community council said it will look to maintain 
councillor numbers and co-opt members as 
necessary.

Other matters discussed included signs. 
Councillors heard some matters remained out-
standing but they will coincide with activity be-
tween the local Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (SCIO) and BEAR Scotland.

� e community council has been asked by 
neighbouring Kilmallie Community Council 
at Corpach if members would be willing to take 
part in a virtual online meeting with Kilmallie 
Community Council and others. It was agreed 
secretary Pat Grieve would attend on behalf of 
Glen� nnan and report back.

Glen� nnan community councillors heard � ve 
new grit bins have been applied for.  Supplies 
of appropriate clothing and equipment can be 
stored at the hotel.

Wills Brothers have completed most of 
community car park work and will be � nished 
soon. Tenders are out for the ‘Wee Harry Potter 
Bridge’. Funding for ticket machines and a com-
fort facility has been obtained from Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise.

Councillor Joan Robertson suggested the 
‘Private Car Park’ notice was not appropriate 
and asked the SCIO to consider the wording as 
this is a community car park.

� e proposed lease for the community hut at 
Slatach has been sent to Loch Shiel Jetties Trust’s 
lawyers for approval.

Local resident Ally Entwistle has approached 
Highland Council, which referred her to BEAR 

Win a chance to light up 
Upper Achintore tree
Upper Achintore Regeneration 
Group has sourced a real Christmas 
tree for the Lochaber Road/Zetland 
Avenue junction and is giving a local 
youngster the chance to switch on 
the lights during the � rst weekend of 
December.

� e switch-on event will be live 
streamed to the group's Facebook 
page and it will have a photographer 
there to take pictures.

It will be a quiet, socially distanced 
switch-on event with just a few 
committee

members and the winning child's 
family present.

� e competition is open to all 
nursery/primary school age children 
who live in Upper Achintore.

� e challenge is to draw a picture of 
a Christmas tree then have a parent/
guardian post a photograph of it 
with the child's age on the group’s 
Facebook page in the comments 
section. 

No children’s names on pictures 
please as this is a public page that 
anyone can see.

� e picture with the most likes will 
be the winner. Get drawing children!

Upper Achintore children and adults at 
the switch on of lights on the Christmas 
tree in 2008. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

GLENFINNAN

NORTH UIST

Scotland, about the gravel run-o�  at the top of 
the village during heavy rain from the main 
road. It was noted the proposed realignment of 
the road includes a pavement.

Glen� nnan Estate manager Alastair Gibson re-
ported two deer had been involved in collisions 
on the road.

Councillor Robertson acknowledged the in-
creased numbers of residents in the village and 
asked if there was any prospect of extending the 
graveyard and to tidy it up while creating more 
of a barrier on the loch side. � e general feeling 
is the ground is not suitable for this. Mr Gibson 

spoke of attempts to build up a barrier, however, 
this o� en gets washed away. Cat Hunter o� ered 
to help.

Hege Hernaes advised the steam train would 
be � nishing a week early on November 6. She 
thanked Councillor Pat Grieve for her support-
ive letter regarding the cycle track proposals and 
funding.

Willie Grant raised concerns for the safety 
of walkers on the low road and asked if the 
community council would support a pavement 
on one side. � is was fully supported and may 
come under the ‘Safer Routes to School’ project 

and the ‘20’s Plenty’ initiative. Councillor Alan 
Henderson supported this and suggested refer-
ring the matter to Dot Ferguson, Lochaber Ward 
Manager for Highland Council. In addition to 
the proposed removal of stones, in conjunction 
with Police Sergeant Keith Almond, the possibil-
ity of safety barriers was raised. Mr Gibson is to 
follow up with PS Almond.

Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 
December 2 at 7pm.
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Glen Spean Brewing 
Co is based in a historic 
steading in the village 
of Spean Bridge at 
the heart of the West 
Highlands, where 
neighbours Ian Peter, 
James and Lucy have 
faithfully converted a 
mid-19th century stead-
ing from where they 
make their beautifully 
crafted beers.  The soft, 
Lochaber waters brings 
a distinct character 
and together with their 
carefully crafted rec-
ipes led them to win 
the ‘Best Beer’ at the 
Highlands and Islands 
Food & Drink awards in 
2019.

James and Ian Peter 
are also passionate 
about wine. They have 
hand selected a list of 
fantastic wines from 
smaller producers all 
over the world to suit all 
tastes and price-points.
With views over the 
Grey Corries, Aonach 
Mor and Ben Nevis, this 
lovely old building has 
allowed them to create 
a beautiful space from 
which to sell their beer, 
local whiskies and gins 
and a selection of ex-
clusive and interesting 
wines.
Glen Spean Brewing Co 
offers a range of craft 

beers and a selection 
of hand-picked wines 
and spirits for you to 
enjoy.  Order online at 
www.glenspean-brew-
ing.co.uk for free de-
livery within a 40-mile 
radius of Fort William or 
visit the shop in Spean 
Bridge, open from 
2 – 6pm Saturdays and 
Sundays.  Their beers 
can also be delivered 
UK-wide through www.
shop4whisky.com
For enquiries or a copy of 
the Christmas brochure 
please contact: lucy@
g l e n s p e a n b r e w i n g .
com or call 07511869958.

Lochaber loves local
Brewing up a fabulous Christmas

w i n t e r
Your Lochaber. Your Christmas.

this

SHOP

Support Local  Shop Local  Love Local

Proud to be a part of the Lochaber community

Wishing every household in 
Lochaber a wonderful Christmas

LT
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Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, the team 
behind the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK 
campaign and salmon 
farming leader MOWI 
are co-sponsoring 
special promotions over 
the next few weeks in 
the Lochaber Times 
and Lochaber Life – to 
showcase our area for 
Christmas time.
Mark Gibbings of the 
chamber, says “we 
have everything you 
need here in Lochaber 
for Christmas. Gift 
buying is getting closer 
and shopping in your 
local shops will have 

your cupboards full 
and will put big smiles 
on the faces of your 
loved ones! Lochaber’s 
larder is brimming with 
fresh, locally grown 
and reared produce - it 
would be wonderful for 
us to share in some of 
their passion and sup-
port these businesses on 
your doorstep”.
The Outdoor Capital of 
the UK extends from sea 
lochs to summit and we 
are lucky to be home 
to both abundant fresh 
seafood and the fi nest 
wild game charcuterie. 
You must try the local 
venison, smoked salm-

on, speciality cheeses, 
and, of course, the whis-
ky, gin or... craft beers 
we have on offer!
There has never been a 
more important time to 
support our local shops, 
restaurants and services. 
For every £1 spent with a 
local business, between 
50p and 70p circulates 
back into the local 
economy. Shopping 
online might save some 
time, but try to shop on-
line with the businesses 
in our area that have an 
ecommerce element on 
their website – or con-
tact them via Facebook 
– they will be delighted 

to take your order and 
deliver to your door in 
double quick time!
If you are trying to 
minimise your time 
spent in public places 
just now, why not ask 
local retailers if they 
offer gift vouchers? 
We’ve all got someone 
in our life that is diffi cult 
to buy for and vouchers 
are the perfect solution. 
They can choose what 
they want and when 
they want it. Take time 
to wrap it up with lovely 
paper and ribbons to 
make it feel like an extra 
special treat to unwrap. 

Lochaber loves local
Perfect gift ideas on your doorstep

It begins with the passion 
and ends with the taste.
As a responsible landowner, JAHAMA Highland Estates is dedicated 

to delivering the very best Wild Venison for our local communities.

After ethical harvesting during the season, 
our wild venison is prepared in the heart of 
the Estate lands by an experienced Highland 
butcher. Low-fat and high in protein, iron and 
zinc, our tender, succulent wild venison is the 
perfect addition to your plate.

Join us at the local pop-up shop today and choose your cut.

www.jahamahighlandestates.com

NOWOPEN
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COMING SOON – A FESTIVE SEASON OF 
MOVIES, DRINKS, MUSIC AND MORE, ALL  
AT LOCHABER’S NEWEST DESTINATION!

GIFT VOUCHERS

FESTIVE DRINKS & COCKTAILS

CHRISTMAS MOVIE CLASSICS

LOG FIRE AND COSY ATMOSPHERE

Christmas At 
Highland Cinema!

OUR WEBSITE IS UPDATED EVERY TUESDAY WITH  
THE LATEST FILM LISTINGS 

www.highlandcinema.co.uk

LT
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SPORT

Lochaber Rugby Club is hun-
kering down and moving for-
ward following con� rmation 
from Scottish Rugby that the 
2020/21 season, due to start 
in January next year, has been 
cancelled.

Newly-appointed club 
president and former 1st XV 
captain Charlie Donaldson 
said the club was very disap-
pointed and that keeping the 
players motivated would now 
be a priority.

‘� e announcement did not 
come as a total surprise con-
sidering all that is happening 
with the pandemic,’ he told 
the Lochaber Times. ‘Morale 
had been fairly good within 
the squad who were looking 
forward to January so they 
could get some games. For it 
now to be cancelled altogether 
is a big set back but you can 
understand the reasons behind 
the decision. 

‘It is up to the club now to 
keep the boys motivated and 
keep the rugby camaraderie 
alive in Lochaber.’

� e governing body made 
its announcement last 

Wednesday with Scottish 
Rugby’s board supporting 
the recommendation to close 
2020/21 competitive � xtures at 
all levels of the club and school 
game due to the national im-
pact of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and subsequent public health 
guidelines now in place.

‘We have a young team of 
great guys and this year for 
them is now just a write-o�  
but they will, because of their 
youth and determination, 
bounce back and post this year 
into their history,’ continued 
Charlie. ‘� ey are still training 
hard and keeping � t which is 
great credit to them in these 
hard times.

‘Credit must go to head 
coach Gary Hendry for keep-
ing the boys motivated and to  
the youth section where Stevie 
McAleer and his team are 
keeping things going.

‘� ere is a really good turn-
out from the boys and girls 
every Saturday morning and 
they should all be applauded 
for their e� orts.’

� e club’s � nancial position 
has also been threatened by the 
lack of game time but Charlie 
and his team are con� dent 
they can keep things going 
with a bit of support.

‘Covid has been a � nancial 
disaster for the club,’ he said. 
‘We have not made any money 
this year as we have not been 
open at all. 

‘Our expenses have not been 

too bad though as we have not 
had teams of any age travelling 
which is our main expenditure 
but we are still having to pay 
bills that come in which has a 
big e� ect on our bank balance.

‘We will survive though as 
we are a very strong commu-
nity-driven club and have a 
wide range of members from 
all over Lochaber who are 
looking forward to getting us 

back running as normal. Our 
fundraising team is diversify-
ing and is always looking for 
new ways, di� erent ideas out of 
the norm, to make funds and 
grants available to help keep 
us a� oat which is also a credit 
to them.’

Despite all this, the club 
managed to help out Kilmallie 
Beaver Scouts recently when 
the group was looking to 

hold an outdoor, socially 
distanced, games night. ‘All 
sports clubs will be having 
these issues so hopefully we 
all survive and keep sport alive 
in the Highlands,’ concluded 
Charlie.

Despite the cancellation of 
the revised competitive league 
programme, Scottish Rugby 
aims to organise friendly 
� xtures when it is safe to do so.

Lochaber Rugby Club aims to bounce 
back following league cancellation

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

‘The announcement did not come as 
a total surprise’ - Charlie Donaldson 

Smiles as primary aged youngsters enjoy the game at one 
of Lochaber Rugby Club’s regular mini-rugby sessions at 
Banavie on Saturday morning. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

Goals aplenty in hastily arranged friendly between South Lochaber Thistle players
Football proved to be the 
winner as South Lochaber 
� istle held a hastily arranged 
inter-squad game in place of 
their original friendly against 
Lochgilphead, which had to 
be cancelled on the morning 

of the match. � e Reds of 
South Lochaber � istle 
faced the Blacks of SLT. New 
signing Lewis Moran opened 
the scoring but the game got 
even better for the Blacks, 
with two goals from skipper 

Martin Munro. Determined 
to get some reward for their 
endeavours, the Reds hit back 
in the second half through 
the head of Andrew MacLean 
but a cut-back found Moran, 
who restored Blacks’ three-

goal cushion. Iain MacLellan 
danced through the Black 
defence and beat Andrew 
‘Toon’ Brown with a cheeky 
little dink over the top.

Sixteen-year-old Moran shot 
a ball at the edge of the 18-yard 

box which took a de� ection in, 
making the score 5-2.

MacLellan bagged his brace 
for the Reds from 25 yards but 
mid� elder Cameron Bolton 
hit back for Black to close the 
scoring at 6-3.


