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An initiative encouraging 
people to safely travel around 
Campbeltown to see the best 
festively decorated homes has 
added some sparkle to a di� er-
ent kind of Christmas.

� e Wee Toon Winter Walk 
has shone a spotlight on the 
area’s incredible community 
spirit which has endured 
throughout the ongoing 
Covid-19 pandemic, demon-
strating that, whatever the 
circumstances, the people of 
Kintyre will � nd a way to come 
together in spirit, even if they 
are forced to remain physically 
apart.

Mandy Robertson, the wom-
an behind the initiative, was 
inspired by the HalloWee Toon 
Witch Walk, a similar scheme 
set up by her nieces Shannon 
Brodie and Heather Mauchline 
at Hallowe’en. Mandy ex-
plained: ‘Due to Covid, they 
knew young people wouldn’t 
be able to participate in the 
usual ‘trick or treat’ so they 

Southend Primary School pupils transformed into elves as they prepared goodie bags for 
members of the Tufty Club. The pupils are missing the Tufty Club ladies from Southend 
Church who had, until the Covid-19 pandemic, been going into the school once a month 
for three years to support children’s learning through project work. They have helped 
children construct rainforests out of junk, read stories, created written characters and 
shared their own school experiences. The children said: ‘We hope you enjoy our little 
goodie bags. Happy Christmas from the elves at Southend Primary.’

Wee Toon Winter Walk lights 
up unusual Christmas year

Southend elves deliver festive goodies

‘The homes that 
have participated are 
amazing’

wanted to create something 
they could still be excited 
about.

‘� e idea was for people 
to walk round with family 
members or friends – while 
following guidance regarding 
socially distancing – to look 
at the decorations. � ere were 
lots of amazing houses deco-
rated – far more than usual.’

Mandy described the feed-
back from the Hallowe’en 
event as ‘fantastic’, with many 
requests for a Christmas-
themed walk.

As her nieces were both 
too busy to organise this 
themselves – Shannon sitting 
university examinations in 
Glasgow and Heather running 
her online cra�  business – 
Mandy decided to take the 
reins.

‘My other niece, Anna 
Brodie, volunteers with me 

at � e Hub so we decided we 
would take this on so everyone 
could still participate,’ Mandy 
said. ‘� ere has been a fantas-
tic response once again. We 
have 37 homes and businesses 
included on the map with an 
activity sheet on the reverse. 
� e homes that have partic-
ipated are amazing. I think 
there is an element of friendly 
neighbourhood competition 
too!

‘Christmas is such a special 
time so we wanted to give 
people another chance to get 
together while being out and 
about, making it a special 
event instead of just going a 
run round in the car.

‘Looking at the light shows 
outside people’s homes was 
something I always did when 
my boys were small. I don’t 
know who enjoyed it more – 
them or me.’

Maps showing the partic-
ipating homes are available 
from � e Kintyre Larder and 
Keeping It Local, with an 
online version available from 
the Wee Toon Winter Walk 
Facebook page.
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� e chairwoman of Kintyre 
Food Bank has spoken of the 
charity’s gratitude following 
many ‘very generous’ dona-
tions of essential items in the 
run-up to Christmas.

Mary Anne Stewart thanked 
everyone who donated in 
recent weeks, too numerous to 
name individually, on behalf 
of the food bank committee 
and its clients. Donations 
included one from Southend 
Primary School, which 
contributed items as part of 
its silver Rights Respecting 
Schools project, and one from 
Loganair, the airline which 
services the Campbeltown to 
Glasgow route. It used cash 
saved on in-� ight catering due 
to Covid-19 pandemic safety 
restrictions to support people 
in several of its destination 
communities, delivering pack-
ages to food banks on Islay, 
Uist, Barra, Tiree, Stornoway, 
Orkney and Shetland, as well 
as in Campbeltown.

At the request of the vari-
ous charities, a selection of 
toiletries – including shower 
gel, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
shampoo and hand soap – 
were � own in last Monday, 
December 14. � e quantities 
were enough for 75 people at 
each location.

Loganair chief executive 
Jonathan Hinkles said: ‘Our 
usual in-� ight catering had 
been cancelled due to Covid-19 

POLICE FILES

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Provost, Councillor David 
Kinniburgh, has spoken of 
the area’s enduring commu-
nity spirit throughout a year 
which brought ‘signi� cant 
challenges’.

He said: ‘We enter this festive 
season having experienced a 
year like no other. � e year has 
brought signi� cant challenges 
to the people of Argyll and 
Bute and many have been 
a� ected by this pandemic with 
the loss of loved ones and my 
thoughts and wishes are with 
them at this special time of 
year.

‘Community spirit makes 
Argyll and Bute a special place. 
� at spirit has always been 
there and, in times of crisis, 
communities come together. 
� ere have been so many 
heartening stories of how peo-
ple have come together to help 
friends, neighbours and even 
strangers. In unprecedented 
times, simple acts of kindness 
shine through and will hope-
fully continue. I thank each 
and every one of you for all 
your help and hard work in 
keeping the community spirit 
alive.

‘As we move into a new 
year, there are signs of hope 
and recovery for our area. 
Regeneration of our towns 
continues to attract new busi-
nesses and residents and we 
hope to welcome back visitors, 
so vital to our economy. And 
longer term, our Rural Growth 

Deal will bring signi� cant in-
vestment to develop economic 
success for Argyll and Bute.

‘We will remember this year 
as the year where lives changed 
dramatically overnight. We 
need to embrace 2021 with 
new energy and hope for our 
health, our economy and that 
famous Argyll and Bute com-
munity spirit. Having made 
an incredible e� ort to stay 
safe this year, it is important 
to continue to follow national 
Covid guidance over the 
festive season. With the � rst 
vaccinations against Covid be-
ing administered, this could be 
a big step towards life as near 
normal again in the coming 
year. In the meantime, we need 
to continue to work together to 
help save lives and jobs.

‘I would like to send everyone 
my best wishes for the festive 
season and the New Year and 
however you are celebrating, 
please stay safe.’

Christmas 
Covid 
restrictions 
tightened
Planned easing of festive 
restrictions will now be lim-
ited to Christmas Day only.

And from Boxing Day, all 
of Scotland will have level 
four restrictions applied 
for at least three weeks, 
including the closure of 
non-essential retail and 
hospitality. Exceptions will 
be Orkney, Shetland and 
the Western Isles which 
will be level three.

Speaking at a special 
brie� ng on Saturday a� er-
noon, First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said restrictions 
had to be tightened to 
stop the spread of a new 
highly contagious strain of 
Covid-19.

A maximum of eight peo-
ple from three households 
can still meet indoors on 
Christmas Day but o�  cial 
advice is to keep numbers 
as low as possible. Instead, 
people should celebrate the 
festive period at home in 
their own household and 
meet with others outdoors 
– some speci� c exemptions 
will apply. 

Travel between Scotland 
and the rest of the UK will  
not be legal but people can 
travel within Scotland on 
December 25.

Also from Boxing Day, 
in line with existing law, 
travel across local author-
ity boundaries will not be 
allowed unless for essential 
work, care and medical 
appointments.

� e � rst minister set out 
new plans for the return 
of schools in the new year. 
Teachers will return to 
school as planned, as will 
children of key workers 
and the most vulnerable 
children. � e majority of 
pupils’ holidays will be 
extended until January 
11 and learning will then 
begin online until at least 
January 18. All these meas-
ures will be kept under 
regular review.

� e � rst people in 
Argyll and Bute to receive 
Covid-19 vaccinations 
were a number of sta�  at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in Oban. Liz Higgins, 
Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership’s 
lead nurse, described it as 
‘good news’ for the district.

She added that the vac-
cination programme – ‘a 
huge undertaking’ – would 
roll into the new year and 
urged continued caution.

Food bank thanks for 
generous donations

and we tried to think what use 
we could make of the money 
saved to bene� t our heartland 
communities at Christmas.

‘� at was when our chief 

operations o�  cer Maurice 
Boyle came up with the idea of 
supporting food banks closest 
to our destinations.

‘We asked the various food 
bank charities what they need-
ed most at this time of year. 
� e consensus was that toilet-
ries would be welcome rather 
than edibles, as they tended to 
be overlooked by donors, and 
we were pleased to help these 
very worthy causes.’

Kintyre Food Bank, based 
at Unit 3, Kintyre Industrial 
Estate, Albyn Road, usually 
operates a referral scheme 
but during the Covid-19 
pandemic, none is needed. 
Its regular opening hours are 
from 10.30am to 11.30am on 
Tuesdays and Fridays but it 
will be closed on Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day.

Southend Primary School pupils with their box for Kintyre 
Food Bank. 

Provost’s ‘stay safe’ 
festive message

Speeding drivers 
charged
A motorist was stopped 
on the A83 at Campbel-
town and charged with 
exceeding the speed 
limit at about 10.45pm on 
Friday December 18. The 
driver was a 39-year-old 
man.

At about 5.50pm on 
Saturday December 19, on 
the A83 at Bellochantuy, a 
31-year-old male motorist 
was stopped and charged 
with exceeding the speed 
limit.

Later the same evening, 
at 11.15pm, on the A83 at 
Campbeltown, another 
motorist was stopped and 
charged with exceeding 
the speed limit. The driver 
was a 20-year-old male.

Police are appealing 
for witnesses or anyone 
with information on any 
incident to phone 101 
or anonymously call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

Argyll and Bute Council 
Provost David Kinniburgh. 

by Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
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A report on measures which 
could enhance road safety in 
two Campbeltown housing 
schemes will be discussed at a 
meeting of Mid Argyll, Kintyre 
and the Islands (MAKI) Area 
Committee in March 2021, 
thanks to a motion put forward 
by a South Kintyre councillor.

Submitted as a matter of 
urgency by Councillor Donald 
Kelly at a meeting earlier this 
month, it asked members to 
agree to instruct Department 
of Development and 
Infrastructure o�  cers to pre-
pare a report to allow members 
to discuss possible measures 
to improve road safety in the 
Meadows and Davaar Avenue. 

Councillor Rory Colville, 
chairman of the committee, 
said he considered the matter 
to be ‘urgent’ and, a� er dis-
cussions, committee members 
unanimously agreed the 
motion. Councillor Kelly told 

Scotland’s rural seafood sec-
tor could face a ‘catastrophe’ 
this Christmas because of 
France’s border closure with 
the UK.

Chaos in Kent at the week-
end saw miles of tailbacks 
build up on roads to the Port 
of Dover and Eurotunnel.

It followed the UK 
Government announcement 
on Saturday of a tier four 
lockdown for London and 
the south east of England.

� e Scottish Seafood 
Association (SSA) warned on 
Monday that tonnes of fresh 
exports could fail to reach 
European distribution cen-
tres in time for Christmas.

� e SSA described this 
week as ‘the most important’ 
in the calendar with massive 
consignments of freshly-har-
vested Scottish delicacies 
bound for Europe’s dining 
tables.

French authorities banned 
tra�  c from coming in or 
going out.

Jimmy Buchan, chief execu-
tive of the SSA, has worked as 
a trawlerman and skipper in 
a career spanning more than 

40 years. He said that the log 
jam had serious implications 
for many Scottish seafood 
companies, including those 
on the west coast and the 
Northern Isles.

Mr Buchan said: ‘We’ve 
all heard the expression ‘a 
perfect storm’. Well this is a 
storm within a storm within 
a storm. 

‘We’ve had Brexit, Covid 

and now this. Every hour is 
critical to our supply chain 
and we have it sitting on a 
motorway with nowhere to 
go.

‘Every day that passes 
devalues the product to the 
point it becomes unrecover-
able,’ said Mr Buchan.

He put the cost at £5 mil-
lion a day with ‘live’ produce 
from langoustines to lobster 
and crab having a certain 
shelf life. 

� e delays also impact 
drivers transporting frozen 
produce, along with scallops, 
squid and processed � sh.

With exports bound for 
countries including Spain, 
Italy and Belgium, as well 
as France, many drivers will 
not make the journey in time 
with millions of pounds of 
stock having to be written 
o� , he said.

� e SSA has called for the 
UK Government to work 
with the French authorities 
to at least allow lorries 
containing ‘perishable’ items 
through. It also wants to see 
the UK Treasury provide a 
compensation scheme.

Road safety report 
for two town areas

by Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Councillor Donald Kelly. 
50_c52donaldkelly01

‘Catastrophe’ fears for Scotland’s 
seafood sector as border closed

The border closure could 
have serious implications 
for Scotland’s rural seafood 
sector. 

99 George Street, Oban  Tel: 566885, 563900         Order online www.kebabishoban.co.uk / Like us on
Open till late and delivered to your door, fresh, tasty and hassle free!

the Courier: ‘I am pleased  the 
area committee supported my 
motion and hopefully this will 
be a starting point which will 
eventually lead to measures 
being put in place which will 
make the road network around 
the housing schemes safer for 
everyone.’

During councillors’ question 
time at the same meeting, 
Councillor Kelly also called 
for a survey be carried out in 
Campbeltown’s main streets 

regarding those with wheel-
chairs and prams being able 
to use pavements. It was noted 
that the double-lip pavement 
on Longrow South had re-
portedly caused a number of 
elderly people to trip.

Councillor Colville said 
there were some issues with 
people parking beside disabled 
crossing areas, noting that the 
legislation around enforce-
ment was changing. He said he 
would request that a survey be 
carried out across the MAKI 
area regarding pavement 
access for the disabled. 

‘Hopefully this survey will be 
carried out in the not-too-dis-
tant future,’ Councillor Kelly 
said. ‘It is vital, in my opinion, 
that we take every opportunity 
to improve pedestrian safety 
and disabled access through-
out the town centre. � e 
double pavement on Longrow 
South has been problematic for 
years and has been the source 
of numerous accidents and 
requires to be removed.’
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With schools unable to 
welcome friends, family and 
members of the community to 
watch their Nativities, plays, 
shows and concerts this year, 
many shared their produc-
tions online instead.

Southend Primary School’s 
Nativity, which is available to 
view on the school’s Facebook 
page, was titled Children 
Around the World.

� e production taught 

pupils many new skills, in-
cluding how to create special 
e� ects, and there was much 
laughter as they � ew across 
the world � nding out how 
children in di� erent countries 
celebrate Christmas.

Glenbarr Primary School’s 
pupils also hosted a virtual 
Nativity which featured refer-
ences to the pandemic which 
prevented friends and family 
from being able to watch the 
production. 

Instead, it was � lmed and 
later shared with parents and 

carers. In many schools and 
early learning centres, the fes-
tivities also included parties, 
some of which Santa Claus 
attended.

� e man in red also attended 
many community events. 

Last Saturday, he visited 
Glenbarr, touring through the 
village on a sleigh towed by a 
tractor covered in fairy lights 
in place of his reindeer, which 
were resting before Christmas 
Eve.

He was joined by an elf who 
helped him give sweets to the 

many children who turned 
out to see him.

He then travelled over to 
Islay to deliver presents and 
sweets to children with the 
help of more elves, island 
� re� ghters, volunteers and 
sta�  from Bruichladdich 
Distillery.

Councillor Alastair 
Redman, who saw Santa 
during his visit to Islay, said: 
‘A huge thanks to everyone 
involved. 

‘Merry Christmas and a 
happy new year to everyone.’

Blaze’s thoughtful 
Christmas gesture

Children celebrate Nativities and festivities

A thoughtful Kintyre child 
has been gi� ing small tokens 
to other children in the 
run-up to Christmas.

Blaze Lee Mathieson, aged 
seven, handed out festive 
goodies, including reindeer 
food, keyrings and candy 
canes, to youngsters from 
his mum Kim’s hairdressers, 
Snips on Longrow, a few weeks 
ago.

It’s not the � rst time Blaze, 
who is a pupil at Drumlemble 
Primary School, has shown his 
generosity. 

He hid more than 100 key-
rings around Campbeltown 
for children to � nd during the 
initial lockdown and handed 
out toys at Hallowe’en.

Kim told the Courier: ‘He 
loves giving out presents to 
cheer up all the other children. 
It’s as much fun for him as it is 
for the kids getting them. 

Blaze Lee Mathieson has been getting in to the festive spirit 
by handing out goodies to other youngsters.

by Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Children at Dalintober Early Learning Centre got into the 
festive spirit at their Christmas party. 

Glenbarr Primary School’s Nativity was recorded so parents 
and carers could watch it. 

There were references to the pandemic, including signs 
reading: ‘Don’t forget your mask!’ and ‘Remember to 
socially distance!’ at Glenbarr’s Nativity. 

Right: Sta�  and pupils at 
Dalintober Early Learning 

Centre enjoyed their 
Christmas party. 

‘He loved doing the keyring 
hunt during lockdown so 

much so that he wanted to 
keep doing special occasions.’

SUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE
to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a 

FREEFREEFREE bottle of  bottle of  bottle of 
Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin 

or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*

20
pages of 

Homes & 
Interiors

Untitled-1   1 02/11/2020   09:03:50

The
Perfect 

Christmas gifts 
for those that 
love all things 

Scottish

Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per quarter 
delivered direct to your recipients door.

Call 01778 392014 and quote Noel1 or go to scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

The award winning monthly glossy lifestyle magazine. Scottish Field brings you the very best 
interiors,antiques,gardens,wildlife,motoring and country news along side entertaining and informative writing. 

Get ahead of the fi eld and Christmas wrapped up with a subscription to Scottish Field magazine 

*Terms and conditions apply. For over-18s and UK-based subscribers only. Minimum one year 
subscription to Scottish Field. Offer ends 31 Dec 2020. While stocks last. Limited stock available, 

fi rst come, fi rst served basis. By claiming this offer, you agree that you are of UK legal age for 
purchasing and consuming alcoholic drinks.

Scottish Field  Subs -1.indd   1 16/11/2020   09:13:04



�e Campbeltown Courier
Friday 25 December 2020 NEWS  5

Children celebrate Nativities and festivities
Right: Southend Primary 

School’s Nativity took 
the children on a journey 

around the world. 

Islay �re�ghters helped Santa deliver presents on the island. 

Santa and his elf give out sweeties in Glenbarr. 

Santa’s sleigh was towed by a tractor decorated with fairy 
lights. 
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Campbeltown’s historic art 
nouveau cinema provided the 
perfect setting for a docu-
mentary about Scotland’s � lm 
locations.

With the help of a computer 
graphic, � lm-makers behind 
the BBC ALBA show Cinema 
Gadelica turned Campbeltown 
Picture House into its own 
theatre.

Cinema Gadelica, which 
aired at 9pm last night 
(� ursday December 24) but 
is available on the BBC iPlayer 
for 30 days a� erwards, uncov-
ers some surprising facts about 
� lms that have been made in 
the stunning scenery of the 
Scottish Highlands and islands 
over the years.

� e programme reveals that 
the famous chase scene in the 
1963 James Bond � lm From 
Russia With Love was � lmed 
in Argyll on Craignish Loch to 
represent the coast of Turkey 

Following four months of 
popular post-lockdown 
weekend screenings, 
Campbeltown Picture House 
will be forced to close, on 
a temporary basis, to meet 
the requirements of the gov-
ernment’s tier four Covid-19 
restrictions.

� e cinema’s Christmas 
screening programme � n-
ished yesterday, Christmas 
Eve, and the sta�  of three will 
be furloughed as of tomor-
row, Boxing Day.

A cinema spokesperson 
said: ‘It is anticipated that the 
restrictions will last approx-
imately three weeks and it is 
therefore hoped the cinema 
will re-open once again by 

the end of January 2021. � is 
will, of course, depend on 
the nationwide success in 
controlling the virus over the 
intervening period.’

� e previously scheduled 
programme of ‘30 Films To 
See Before You Are 30’ will 
now be shown when the 
cinema re-opens.

� e spokesperson added: 
‘Campbeltown has been 
fortunate in that its beloved 
community cinema has been 
one of only relatively few 
cinemas in Scotland and the 
UK to have been su�  ciently 
supported � nancially to be 
able to open to the public 
during the pandemic. � is 
could not have been achieved 

without very generous sup-
port provided through grants 
and other funding schemes 
by the UK and Scottish gov-
ernments, Heritage Lottery 
Fund, British Film Institute, 
Creative Scotland, Corra 
Foundation, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and Argyll 
and Bute Council.

‘Support from the commu-
nity has also considerably 
eased the � nancial burden of 
meeting the day-to-day run-
ning costs which continue 
whether the cinema is shut 
down or not.

‘Acknowledgement of the 
support given is displayed 
on the funding reel in the 
cinema’s café area.’

Picture House transformed 
into BBC’s Cinema Gadelica 

gritty, historic or contempo-
rary and its characters can 
be ordinary, terrifying or 
inspiring.

‘Scotland can be gloriously 
Scottish or it can be the coast 
of Turkey, the wilderness of 
Nova Scotia or even the surface 
of Jupiter. 

‘With such a reputation, we 
can be sure � lm-makers will 
continue to come to Scotland 
to use our spectacular land-
scape in telling their stories.’

� e programme also tells how 
Gene Kelly came to Scotland to 
� nd a location for the famous 
musical � lm Brigadoon, but 
it was too wet so they decided 
to � lm on a Hollywood sound 
stage instead.

Viewers will be transported 

A computer-generated sign helped transform Campbeltown Picture House into ‘Cinema 
Gadelica’. 

by Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Lockdown restrictions force town 
cinema’s closure until January

and takes viewers to James 
Bond’s birthplace in Glencoe, 
as revealed in Skyfall.

It is also revealed Stanley 
Kubrick used the barren land-
scape around Loch na h-Àirigh 
on the east coast of Harris to 
represent the surface of Jupiter 
in his science � ction � lm 2001: 
A Space Odyssey.

Filmed from an aircra� , 
Kubrick used coloured lenses 
and optical distortion to 
achieve this otherworldly 
e� ect and these are believed 
to have been the only scenes 
� lmed outside the studio.

To rebrand Campbeltown’s 
cinema, the documenta-
ry-makers coned o�  the front 
of the building on the day 
of � lming to get a clear shot 
without parked cars. As the 
light fell, they removed the 
cones and shot the sequences 
they needed, adding the com-
puter-generated ‘neon’ Cinema 
Gadelica sign when the show 
was edited.

Presenter Patsi Mackenzie 

said: ‘Scotland has some amaz-
ing � lming locations that have 
been enjoyed by audiences 
around the world. It can be 
portrayed as kitsch, comic, 
romantic, violent, fantastical, 

to Glen� nnan Viaduct in 
Inverness-shire. Made famous 
worldwide by the Harry Potter 
� lms, the viaduct attracts 
thousands of tourists.

� ey will also learn that an 
archaeologist discovered a star 
map beneath the spectacular 
pinnacle of the Old Man of 
Storr on the Isle of Skye which 
starts the mission to discover 
the origins of humankind 
in Ridley Scott’s 2012 � lm 
Prometheus.

Michelle Pfei� er is � lmed 
at the Quiraing and the Fairy 
Pools in Skye in Stardust, Mel 
Gibson’s Braveheart rebellion 
was � lmed in Glen Nevis 
near Fort William and scenes 
in Rob Roy were � lmed in 
Glencoe with the � ree Sisters 

mountains o� en in the back-
ground. � e programme also 
reveals Eilean Donan Castle 
was the headquarters of the 
warlike Clan MacLeod in the 
cult fantasy Highlander. It also 
featured in romantic comedy 
Made of Honour, while the 
Highland Games in that movie 
were � lmed at Dunvegan 
Castle on Skye.

� e opening battle scene 
in the � lm Highlander was 
� lmed at Buachaille Etive Mòr 
and Buachaille Etive Beag at 
the entrance of Glencoe and 
the 1953 � lm � e Kidnappers, 
set in a Scots colony in Cape 
Breton, was � lmed in Glen 
A� ric. 

� e classic Scottish comedy 
� e Maggie introduced the 
Crinan Canal and Islay’s 
Bowmore and Port Askaig to 
international  cinema  audienc-
es.

Other � lm locations featured 
include Mull in the 1945 classic 
novel I Know Where I’m Going 
and When Eight Bells Toll and 
Iona in art house � lm Iona 
which gave Sorcha Groundsell 
her � rst major acting role.

Entrapment, featuring 
Catherine Zeta Jones and Sean 
Connery, was � lmed at Duart 
Castle on Mull and a scene for 
the popular family classic Ring 
of Bright Water was � lmed 
a few miles outside Oban; 
the house where Bill Travers’ 
character lived is nearby.

Cinema Gadelica was pro-
duced by Caledonia TV for 
BBC ALBA and is available 
now on BBC iPlayer.



FROM DELIVERY drivers to 
doctors, warehouse workers to 
care staff, there is now a dedicated 
army of heroes involved in the UK 
Government’s nationwide roll-out 
of virus vaccinations.

Inoculations have already begun 
with elderly patients as well as 
hospital and care staff among the 
first to receive first phase jabs 
across the nation.

Experts from the independent 
Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency 
have already approved Pfizer/
BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine for 
use.

Its introduction follows months 
of clinical trials and analysis of the 
data by the MHRA, which confirms 
the safe, free treatment meets 
stringent safety standards.

NHS England and NHS 
Improvement, NHS Wales, NHS 
Scotland, Health and Social Care 
Northern Ireland, all of which 

have decades of experience 
delivering large-scale vaccination 
programmes.

This is a vaccine that is now 
available for the entire UK. When 
it’s your turn, you will receive a 
notification.

Vaccines are free at the point of 
delivery and remain the best way 
to protect us all from the harmful 
effects of coronavirus.

Biggest UK vaccine roll-out brings hope 
of a brighter and be�er future for all of us

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       

VIRUS VACCINATIONS:Innoculations have begun for elderly patients and care staff.
� This article is part of a paid-for 
partnership with the UK Government

Retired actress and teacher Sue 
Herdman will “most certainly” 
have the vaccine “as soon as they 
call me”.

Says the 81 year-old: 
“I am an aged person, 
classed as vulnerable. 
I think the knowledge 
of having the vaccine will 
instil faith in me.  It spells hope. 
That means a great deal to all of 
us.”

And her advice to anyone 
offered the vaccine – “go for it”. 
Sue, who “hasn’t coped well with 

the second lockdown”, 
added: “Life may 

gradually return to a 
semblance of normality 

once more.
“COVID, and the fear it 

brings, makes prisoners of us all 
– if not in the confines of our own 
home, in the fear it breeds.”

Kit Gow’s advice to anyone fearful 
of having the vaccine is “the fear 
of contracting the virus must be 
greater than having the 
injection”.  

The 83 year-old 
trained at Dunfermline 
College of Physical 
Education, and was a 
student in Aberdeen during the 
Asian Flu pandemic of 1957.

“My main memory of that was 

taking medication and food to 
those lying in bed.  
“Most of those in the residence 

were affected,” she 
recalls. Commenting 

on the lockdown, she 
continued: “My really 

big miss is seeing the 
family although we speak 

and email.
“I will have the vaccine as soon 

as it is offered.”

Retired Advice NI debt adviser 
Adam Harbinson believes 
the vaccine “is li�le short of 
miraculous”.

Apart from concerns 
for his family, the 73 
year-old misses the 
freedom of visiting the 
theatre and cinema as 
well as dining out.

He welcomed the news of the 
vaccine saying: “The best that most 

of us expected was that we would 
have a vaccine in a couple of years. 
“ And now the first vaccine is being 

rolled out across the UK.
“Perhaps the main 

benefit for me and 
society, apart from 
the obvious benefit of 

protecting us from the 
dreaded disease, is that it 

infuses a sense of hope into an 
otherwise hopeless environment.”

The UK’s biggest roll-out of a vaccine in a 
generation is well underway, bringing hope to all 

for protection against COVID-19 as well as the 
prospect of a brighter, be�er 2021.

‘Fear virus more than injection’ ‘The vaccine spells hope to me’ ‘It’s li�le short of miraculous’

VACCINE
STATISTICS

� The UK Government invested £88 
million into research and development
�  So far 357 million free vaccine doses 
have been purchased for UK citizens
� The UK Government invested 
£230m-plus into manufacturing 
vaccines
�  Vaccines annually prevent 2-3 
million deaths globally, potentially 
millions more
�  Vaccines are tested on 20,000 to 
30,000 people before being made 
available to the public
�  Hundreds of thousands of people 
signed up to trials, thousands more 
continue to be recruited
�  Over 600 clinical trials take place 
every year for other medicines
�  Additional £100 million will fund UK 
Government’s vaccine state-of-the-art 
mass production
�  The UK Government has established 
‘rapid deployment facility’ thanks to 
an extra £38 million manufacturing 
investment
� An extra £93 million will see UK’s 
first dedicated Manufacturing and 
Innovation Centre open a year earlier 
than planned
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Last minute gift to connect 
people in Argyll
As  we approach the  end of a year that has 
been unlike any other, I’m sure  some  of your 
readers, like myself,  will be thinking of  those 
we hold dear who are unable to join  the  fami-
ly Christmas meal this year.

I’d like to suggest a simple, last-minute gi�  that 
will  help  connect  people  in Argyll and Bute 
with their loved ones and feed hungry children 
around the world.

Mary’s Meals, a charity reaching more than 
1.6 million children every day in some of the 
world’s poorest countries, is hosting a virtual 
Christmas dinner. For just £15.90 – enough 
to feed a child every day for an entire school 
year – readers can set a place at our table 
for their friends and family. � eir name will ap-
pear online and we’ll provide a digital placemat 
to pass on as a present.

� is year, your gi� s will go twice as far, with 
each place set now feeding two children with 
Mary’s Meals for a school year.

Give until January 31 and public donations 
will be doubled by the UK Government, up to 
£2 million, meaning we can reach even more 
hungry children in Liberia with life-changing 
school meals.

Daniel Adams, executive director, Mary’s 
Meals UK.

Festive support for care 
leavers on their own
It can be frightening and lonely for young 
people when they leave the care system. Many 
may be living on their own for the � rst time 
and o� en will not have a network of friends and 
family around to o� er them support. Christmas 

can be a particularly di�  cult and isolating time 
for care leavers as they � nd themselves having to 
spend the festive season on their own, especially 
this year when Covid-19 restrictions mean it 
will be di�  cult to go out to socialise and the 
usual large-scale Christmas dinners for care 
leavers will not be taking place.

However, the charity Family Action runs 
Listening Works, a free virtual helpline specif-
ically for young care leavers aged 18 to 27 years 
across the UK.  

We are here all evening, every evening 6pm 
to midnight and even over the festive period, 
December 24 to January 2, we are available from 
3pm to 6pm.

So, whether you’ve got something on your 
mind or you just fancy a friendly chat, we’re here 
for you when many other services are not.

Call us on 0808 802 0222, text us on 07860 065 
169 or web chat with us via our website at www.
family-action.org.uk/listening-works – whatev-
er kind of listening works for you, we are here.

Our trained volunteers can o� er you someone 
to talk to – a listening ear, a friendly voice and a 
chance to talk openly about whatever’s on your 
mind. 

We also o� er signposting to useful resources 
if any speci� c issues come up and information 
about other support out there and how to get it.

So if you are a care leaver, or know a care leaver 
who might bene� t, please remember Listening 
Works is here for you and not just for Christmas. 
Please get in touch.

David Holmes CBE, chief executive, 
Family Action.

Landmark moment for child 
safety online with new Bill
� roughout the coronavirus pandemic, online 
grooming crimes in Scotland were more than 30 

per cent higher when children were not at school 
compared with the same months last year.

� e National Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) has been calling 
for legislation to protect children from groom-
ing, abuse and harmful content online, since 
2017. A� er years of the charity campaigning, on 
December 15, the UK Government announced 
the framework for a future Online Harms Bill 
that has the potential to provide much greater 
protection for children when they use the 
internet.

� is is a landmark moment – a major step to-
wards legislation that can make an enforceable 
legal duty of care on tech companies a reality. 
For too long children have been exposed to 
disgraceful abuse and harm online.

Social media companies will have a duty to 
protect young users from child abuse and harm-
ful content online and face � nes of up to £18 
million or 10 per cent of their global turnover 
if they fail.

But that doesn’t mean the work we do stops. 
Child protection and children’s voices must 
remain front and centre of regulatory require-
ments. We have set out six tests for robust reg-
ulation, including action to tackle online sexual 
abuse and harmful content and a regulator with 
the power to investigate and hold tech � rms to 
account with criminal and � nancial sanctions.

Failing to pass any of the six tests will mean 
future generations of children will pay with 
serious avoidable harm and sexual abuse.

We will be closely scrutinising the proposals 
against those tests. Legislation must ensure 
Ofcom has the power and resources to enforce 
the duty of care and be able to identify and take 
appropriate action against tech � rms that fail. 
For more information, search ‘NSPCC six tests’.

Joanna Barrett, policy and public a� airs 
manager, NSPCC Scotland.

Wishing you all a safe and 
happy Christmas
Campbeltown always manages to � nd 
innovative ways to mark special occasions, 
even if it’s not in the traditional way.

� is year has been challenging in so 
many ways for so many people, but one 
thing it has shown us is an unwavering 
sense of community spirit.

Since the initial outbreak of the Covid-19 
pandemic in March, when an army of 
volunteers mobilised to ensure that every 
citizen of Kintyre was looked a� er, people 
have shown unbelievable dedication to 
their community.

� is year must have been one of the 
toughest years in living memory for most 
people. 

With all the 21st-century advances in 
medicine and technology, could we ever 
have imagined we would be struck down 
for so long by a virus like this?

� anks to the vaccine, we can live in 
hope things will change for the better in 
2021.

Kintyre’s remoteness and proximity 
to beaches and hills has had its obvious 
bene� ts in recent months, but it is the 
sense of community which has been the 
biggest comfort for many.

I have never felt more thankful to live in 
a small, tight-knit community than during 
this year and have never been prouder to 
call Campbeltown my hometown.

However you are planning to spend this 
festive season, please stay safe and try to 
enjoy it as much as you can.
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CONTACTUS
The Campbeltown 
Courier, Main and Longrow South, Main Street, 
Campbeltown PA28 6AE. Phone: 01586 554646

Reporter
Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
Advertising
Rhona McKillop
rhona@obantimes.co.uk
Head o�  ce
Wyvex Media, Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Oban, PA34 4 HB

� e Editor welcomes letters and emails for 
publication, however we reserves the right to 
shorten, amend or refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although details can be withheld from publication. 
Phone numbers, if available, should be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

At The Campbeltown 
Courier, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are 
fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ 
Code of Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, 
however, that mistakes happen from time to 
time. If you think we have made a significant 
mistake and you wish to discuss this with 
us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
emailing: editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk; 
telephoning the reporter on 01586 554646 or 
write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your issue 
in a timely and amicable manner. However, if 
you are unsatisfied with our response, you can 
contact IPSO, which will investigate the issue. 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK
A Mid Argyll woman 
with a passion for 
photography submit-
ted this photograph 
of Campbeltown’s 
recently restored 
14th-century cross 
illuminated at night.
Aileen Gillies, who 
has so far raised 
£4,285 for the 
Macmillan suite at 
Mid Argyll Hospital 
in Lochgilphead 
through the sale of 
two calendars featur-
ing her photographs, 
took this photograph 
during a recent visit 
to Campbeltown.
If you have a pho-
tograph you would 
like to share, please 
email it to editor@
campbeltowncourier.
co.uk or send it to 
us via the Courier’s 
Facebook page.



�e Campbeltown Courier
Friday 25 December 202010  NEWS

FROM OUR FILES
TEN YEARS AGO
Friday December 24 2010
Oh so very close
�e community buyout of Machrihanish air-
base is at the mercy of the Scottish Government 
a�er the ballot failed to reach the necessary 50 
per cent mark.

Machrihanish Airbase Community Company 
hopes the worst winter in two decades and the 
resulting postal backlog will mitigate in its 
favour.

�e postal ballot was called a�er minor errors 
in the summer vote, which was overwhelmingly 
in favour. 

But on Friday night at the Burnet Building, 
under the watchful eyes of councillors Donald 
Kelly, Rory Colville and Alan Reid MP with 
honorary sheri� Irene O’Neill acting as return-
ing o�cer, the vote failed.

Fi�y per cent of the papers, 2,909, had to be 
returned but only 2,789 came back. 

�e vote was 2,642 in favour, 144 against and 
three papers declared spoiled. �e vote showed 
94.3 per cent were in favour and only 5.17 
against.

Ian Wardrop, MACC chairman, said: ‘�is 
has got to go before the minister and Scottish 
Government - the weather has been exceptional; 
there are mitigating circumstances.’

On Monday, 244 ballot papers arrived in the 
post. A�er watching the count, Alan Reid MP 
said: ‘In view of the huge majority in favour 
of the buyout, I hope the minister will use her 
discretion to approve the bid, even though the 
turnout was just under the 50 per cent required.’

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
Friday December 22 1995
Flu bug sweeps Argyll
Health chiefs say that the �u bug sweeping 

Argyll is not an epidemic. GPs throughout 
Argyll are reporting a continual rise in �u-like 
illnesses. 

But a spokesman for Argyll and Bute NHS 
Trust said: ‘To date, we have been fortunate that 
it would not appear to be an epidemic.’

Typical symptoms of in�uenza include fever, 
headaches, aches and pains, running nose, a 
sore throat and coughs. 

Su�erers can also feel weak and sweat during 
exertion.

According to Argyll and Clyde Health Board’s 
consultant in public health medicine, Dr David 
Sloan, most people with the �u do not need to 
see the doctor.

He said: ‘For most people, a dose of the �u is 
best treated by retiring to bed, taking something 
for aches and pains and waiting until it passes in 
four to seven days, usually.’

But he added that people who are severely 
a�ected or who may get complications should 
see a doctor sooner rather than later.

Single life over in Kintyre
�e last shop in Kintyre selling top 40 singles 
plans to pull them from its shelves shortly. 
Woolworths’ Campbeltown branch is to stop 
selling top 40 singles on CD and cassette.

A Woolworths spokesman said it had decided 
to withdraw singles as they were not making the 
Campbeltown store any money.

He explained it was a non-pro�table line. Most 
branches of Woolworths sell singles, but the 
spokesman said the company would withdraw 
products which were not pro�table in individual 
stores.

�e spokesman stressed the Campbeltown 
store would still sell albums and videos. But sin-
gles’ fans may still get a reprieve. �e spokesman 
said: ‘If we get responses from our customers 
against the decision, we will re-consider.’

FIFTY YEARS AGO
Friday December 24 1970
Ban on campers and caravanners
Campers and caravanners have been banned 
from three of the Hebridean islands – Gigha, 
owned by Lieutenant Colonel Sir James 

Horlicks, former chairman of the hot drink 
�rm; Jura, whose landlord is Mr Frank Riley-
Smith, a Yorkshire brewer; and Colonsay, which 
belongs to Lord Strathcona.

Each island has a small hotel with a maximum 
of 40 beds between them. Lord Strathcona has 
a notice posted on the McBrayne’s ferryboat 
stating the island is out of bounds to campers 
and caravanners.

Mr L McKinnon, the tourist o�cer for Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and Islay, has been asked by 
Lord Strathcona’s factor to make it clear in the 
association’s brochure that campers and cara-
vanners are not wanted on Colonsay.

�e tourist o�cer has also received a letter 
from Mr Riley-Smith asking him to delete from 
his brochure the statement that caravan holidays 
can be arranged through the Jura Hotel, which 
is owned by Mr Riley-Smith.

Mr McKinnon, when approached by the 
Courier, said that the type of people who fre-
quent the Inner Hebrides were bird-watchers 
and nature-lovers who normally abide by the 
code of the countryside and it is quite wrong 
that the landlord should ban them; a�er all, in 
a few years, these are the type of people who 
will return with their families to the islands if 
they are made welcome in their earlier visits.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
Saturday December 25 1920
Notice for Lovat Scouts
Men are required for the newly-constituted 
regiment of Lovat Scouts.

�e role of the new regiment will be the same 
as that carried out by the Observation Battalion 
in France during the last part of the war.

All ex-Lovat Scouts wishing to re-join should 
do so before the end of the year to count 
their former service towards obtaining their 
Territorial E�ciency Medal.

Left: Counting 
votes after the 
Machrihanish 
airbase buyout 
ballot in 2010.

GETINVOLVED
email editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
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Gunner Neil MacLean was 
captured following the 51st 
Highland Division’s surrender 
at St Valéry-en-Caux during 
the Second World War.

� e diary, and several pho-
tographs of Neil during and 
a� er the war, were supplied by 
Neil’s son Calum who knew 
nothing of the diary until a� er 
his father’s death.

� is week continues from:
December 1941 – � rashing 
up till the 10th, then started 
driving...to the station. 
Finished driving SB to station 
on the 22nd – four Poles went 
on holiday. 23rd, guard went 
on holiday and the other guard 
that came we had him before. 
Old guard. 

Received two packets ciga-
rettes, 300, don’t know who 
from, Cottons Edinburgh.

I had a half day on 24th, 
then two days’ holidays for 
Christmas. 

Christmas Day, we had bacon 
and egg for breakfast, pork, 
potatoes and beans, apple 
pudding and custard, then tea 
and cake for dinner.

Had visitors from another 
farm in the a� ernoon, we 
played cards. Good tea and 
supplies and drank a toast to 
all at home. 26th, went to see 
some of the boys across from 
us. 

Snowing very heavy but 
enjoyed the walk and gave us 
an appetite for dinner. 

Worked all day 27th and 
28th. Sunday, washing and 
cleaning up. 

Had a good dinner today, 
potatoes, beans and duck and 
soup, steamed apples and jelly, 
tea and cake. 31st, had a sing-
song and dance. 

Eight of us stayed up to bring 
in New Year and drank a toast 
for all at home. No beer this 
year.

1942
January – 1st, holiday, 

received Red Cross Parcel 
and 50 cigarettes. � ree good 
meals today. Some of the boys 
came over from the other 
farm.  We had a� ernoon tea 
and a good chat. 4th, up at 
5.30am, breakfast, then eight 
of us le�  to catch the train 
for Marienwerder about eight 
miles from here. 

Had a photo taken in a stu-
dio. Went to the camp we were 
working at for three weeks and 
had lunch and a good chat with 
some of the boys. 

We came back with the 
2.45pm train. Hope the photos 
turn out okay.

5th, worked for one hour 
then had an hour o�  for 
dinner. A� erwards we went to 
beat hares on our farm here. 
When it was � nished we went 
back three miles to another 
farm. � e ground was heavy 
with snow and the going was 
very heavy. In all, we had 15 
hares for nine guns. Enjoyed 
it up to the round up, it was 
getting dark then and we were 
hungry. 

When the last round was 
� nished we found out we had 
to walk home. 

Nobody very pleased but 
once in our little room and 
with our wet clothes o� , we 
had supper and we were all in 
good order but very tired, so 
we all had a sound sleep.

One of the gentlemen there 
could speak good English. 
During a conversation with 
him I found he was interned 
during the last war for four 
years and three months and 
since then he has been to 
Scotland for a holiday.

18th, up to now we have been 
chatting every day, nearly all 
the boys have the cold just 
now. Received our pay last 
week, 13-50. Today I was down 
in Pankendo�  buying a few 
things, was down with the 
guard. 

A pony and trap, very cold 
driving. 22nd, letter returned 
from Margaret written by me 
August 10th 1941. 23rd, re-
ceived our photos, very good. 
Up to the end of the month we 
were thrashing and � nished it 
on the 31st of the month.

Continued in next week’s 
Courier.

Two days’ Christmas holiday 
for Neil
The Courier continues to share more from the previously 
unpublished prisoner of war diary written by Campbeltown 
soldier Gunner Neil MacLean. 

Gunner Neil MacLean. 

Book a test if  
you have symptoms.

Stopping the spread  
starts with all of us.

#WeAreScotland gov.scot/coronavirus
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and a happy new year...

Wishing al l  our customers a

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU
FOR YOUR VALUED CUSTOM.

01546 602989 • sales@mkmacleod.co.uk •
macleodconstruction.co.uk 



Contact our Registrar to find out more:
+44 (0)1436 672476 

admissions@lomondschool.com
lomondschool.com

Weekly boarding 
with transport

LomondSchool_Oban Times155x259mm_ Dec2020 AW.indd   1 15/12/2020   11:56

Lomond School – A great place to live and learn
From Junior 1 to S6, our ded-
icated and talented teaching 
sta�  deliver a rich and varied 
curriculum which ensures 
children are encouraged to 
love learning right from the 
start and are challenged and 
inspired throughout their 
school career. We aim to 
harness each child’s talents 
and strengths to ensure they 
become the very best that they 
can be.

Our Senior School pupils enjoy 
a broad curriculum with a 
wide range of subject choices, 
complemented with high levels 
of personalised support and 
expert guidance from sta� . 
Pupils can expect to study 8 
National 5’s, 6 Highers and 
3 Advanced Highers with 
our exam results over recent 
years speaking for themselves; 
we were delighted to see all 
our 2020 S6 leavers this year 
achieve their � rst choice 
University place. 

As a candidate school* for the 
IB Diploma and IB Careers-
related Programmes, we are 
looking forward to increasing 
further the breadth of choice 

for our senior school pupils 
from August 2021. 

Lomond School provides a 
great place to live and learn 
for families based in Scotland, 
o� ering a range of Flexible 
Boarding options which can 
be taken up on a short or long-
term basis. 

As the west of Scotland’s only day 
and boarding school, Lomond School 

welcomes families from around the 
world to enjoy a � rst class education 

and lifestyle from ages 3 to 18.  Our 
unique location in the coastal town 
of Helensburgh, on the edge of Loch 

Lomond and the Trossachs National 
Park, provides a perfect setting to deliver 

a rounded education which inspires 
achievement and enquiring minds.

Contact our Registrar to � nd out more. 

T: 01436 672 476   
E: admissions@lomondschool.com    W: lomondschool.com
* Only schools authorized by the IB Organization can o� er any of its four ac-
ademic programmes: the Primary Years Programme (PYP), the Middle Years 
Programme (MYP), the Diploma Programme (DP), or the Career-related 
Programme (CP). Candidate status gives no guarantee that authorization 
will be granted.
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Dingwall and Highland Marts Ltd, 
December 16: sold 33 MV accredited 
pedigree females at its annual sale.
In lamb gimmers: 
Beltex sold to 1,500gns from Lochend 
Farm, Denny.
Texel sold to 1,000gns (twice) from 
Lower Reiss Farm, Wick. 
Millennium Blue sold to 800gns from 
Muir� eld, Cuminestown. 
In lamb ewes: 
Su� olk sold to 600gns from Cairness, 
Fraserburgh.
Other leading prices:
Beltex: In-lamb gimmers – Lochend 
Farm, 1,400gns, Muir� eld, 1,300gns.
Texel: In-lamb gimmers – Lower Reiss 
Farm, 800gns.
Millennium Blue: In-lamb gimmers – 
Muir� eld, 600gns.

Lower Reiss, Texel gimmers:
1,000, 722 (10 sold). Huna, Texel 
gimmers, 480, 452 (six sold).
Wester Moy, Texel gimmers,
450, 433 (four sold).
Aviemore, Beltex gimmers, 1,300,
808 (� ve sold).
Aviemore, Mill Blue gimmers,

800, 735 (two sold).
Mortons, Beltex gimmers, 1,500,
1,092 (� ve sold). Cairness, Su� olk ewe, 
630, 630 (one sold).
Caledonian Marts Ltd, December 15: 
sold 2,269 prime lambs, ewes and tups 
at their Christmas show and sale.
With all export lambs meeting again a 
strong trade with heavy lambs again 
being the hardest to sell.
The show was kindly sponsored by A A 
Oils, Stirling and D McKenzie, Plant Hire 
and Contractors, Gartocharn.
The show was very ably judged by 
well-known butcher George Jarron 
of Scott Brothers, Dundee with a very 
good show of lambs forward George 
de� nitely had his work cut out.
The following were his awards:
Overall champion and � rst prize Beltex 
went to Mike Simpson, Berrydyke, Braco 
weighing at 44kg £190 (432p per kg) 
purchased by R Stewart on behalf of We 
Hae Meats, Girvan, Ayrshire.
Reserve champion and � rst prize Texels 
went to Ben Imrie, Hillhead, Torrance 
going over the scales at 38.3kg £120 
(313p per kg) purchased by Robert 
Alexander, Butchers, Port Glasgow.

Around the markets National Farmers Union responds to 
Holyrood’s climate change vision
NFU Scotland has responded 
positively to many of the ele-
ments included in the Scottish 
Government’s updated 
Climate Change Plan 2018-
2032 published last week.

� e 250-page document 
includes chapters on land use, 
land use change, forestry and 
agriculture.  

Recommendations in the 
report will shape Scottish 
agriculture and land use and 
include recognition of the 
support Scotland’s farmers 
and cro� ers will need as they 
continue to take action to 
tackle climate change.

NFU Scotland President 
Andrew McCornick said: 
‘� e Scottish Government’s 
update to its Climate Change 

Plan sets out a vision for sup-
porting e�  cient, high quality 
food production through the 
sustainable use of Scotland’s 
natural capital to deliver on 

climate and biodiversity goals. 
� at is a vision which NFUS 
shares and has been outlining 
consistently for several years.

‘� ere is welcome inclusion 
of key messages around the 
importance of agriculture, 
food and drink to the Scottish 
economy and the need to avoid 
o� -shoring greenhouse gas 
emissions.

‘NFUS agrees there is a clear 
need to introduce further 
measures to allow farmers to 
invest in new technology as 
well as promoting the uptake 
of those for increased produc-
tivity and reducing emissions. 

‘We would encourage the 
expansion of targeted capital 
spending, however, acces-
sibility and relevance of the 

scheme can be improved. We 
need fresh options that would 
see greater engagement from 
all sectors, in particular ara-
ble.  We also need to support 
those who have been ‘early 
adopters’ of green technology 
to continue on that path and 
advice should form part of 
the package to ensure those 
investing in technology make 
the most of their investment.

‘All stakeholders are acutely 
aware of the challenges ahead, 
but we remain keen to work 
in partnership with Scottish 
Government to develop the 
many policies outlined in this 
plan update and promote their  
delivery to guarantee bene� ts 
for the economy, climate and 
wider environment.’

NFUS president Andrew 
McCornick.

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323
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SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTEDWANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
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PUBLIC NOTICES
VIRTUAL 
COMMUNITY 
MEETING

NEW ISLAY VESSEL 

Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited (CMAL), in 
partnership with CalMac and Transport Scotland, is 
holding a virtual community meeting to engage island 
communities in design and planning for the new vessel 
to service Islay and Jura.

CMAL | cmassets.co.uk | 01475 749920

Thursday 14 January 2021, 6.30pm – 8.30pm

The meeting will provide an update on the new vessel feasibility 
studies, which have been ongoing throughout 2020. Options for 
vessel capacities will be presented based on the outcomes of the 
feasibility studies. Attendees will have the opportunity to share their 
views and comments and ask questions.

Questions or any other queries regarding the project can be 
emailed to islayvessel@cmassets.co.uk or write to Jim Anderson at 

CMAL, Municipal Buildings, Fore Street, Port Glasgow PA14 5EQ.

To participate, please register via Eventbrite at  
www.islayvessel.eventbrite.co.uk. The meeting will  
be hosted on Microsoft Teams, which is free to  
download online.

RECRUITMENT

URGENT PROOF

The Oban Times 01631 568000 | Campbeltown Courier 01586 554646 | Argyllshire Advertiser 01546 602345 | Arran Banner 01770 302142

It is your responsibility to check that all information within the advert is correct; we will not be held accountable for any inaccuracies or false information 
included within it. If you do not contact us by the deadline date stated within the email, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to complete any changes 
received after the stated deadline. Failure to respond may result in the advert being printed as shown below.

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:

THE EMAIL WILL SHOW DETAILS OF PUBLICATION, DATE AND ANY DEADLINES FOR RESPONDING TO THIS PROOF
this is a low resolution pdf for proofi ng purposes

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Career opportunities

Apprenticeship Program 
Coming Soon!
All trades included

Register your interest by 
emailing your C.V to 
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR REFUSE AND 
RECYCLING COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS

Mid Argyll
Refuse collections due on Friday 25th December will be collected on 
Monday 28th December.
Refuse collections due on Friday 1st January will be collected on 
Monday 4th January.
Commercial glass collections due on Friday 25th December will be 
collected on Sunday 27th December.
All other days will be collected as normal. 
Lingerton recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 25th/26th 
December and 1st/2nd January.

Kintyre
Refuse collections due on Friday 25th December will be collected on 
Sunday 27th December.
Refuse collections due on Friday 1st January will be collected on 
Sunday 3rd January.
Kintyre Recycling collections due on Monday 4th January will be 
collected on Friday 8th January.
Commercial glass collections due on Sunday 27th Dec/3rd Jan will be 
collected on Monday 28th Dec/4th Jan.
All other days will be collected as normal.
The Roading recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 
25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January.
Information is also available from the  
Council website.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
A83 REST AND BE THANKFUL LANDSLIDE PREVENTION WORKS
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION UNDER SECTION 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1984 
The Scottish Ministers give notice that they have determined that the 
project to form catchpits to address landslide risk at the A83 Rest and 
Be Thankful is a relevant project within the meaning of section 55A of 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 (“the 1984 Act”) and falls within Annex II 
of Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of certain public and private 
projects on the environment, but that having regard to – 
(a) the selection criteria contained in Annex III of that Directive, namely – 
(i) the size and design of the whole project;
(ii) the use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and 
biodiversity;
(iii) the production of waste;
(iv) pollution and nuisances;
(v) the risks to human health (for example due to water contamination 
or air pollution);
(vi) areas classified or protected under national legislation; Natura 2000 
areas designated by Member States pursuant to Directive 92/43/EEC and 
Directive 2009/147/EC,
(b) the results of the Environmental Screening Assessment under section 
55A(2) of the 1984 Act and site ecological surveys undertaken in August 
2020 which determined that with mitigation measures in place, there 
will be no significant effects on the environment, and in particular, the 
Glen Etive and Glen Fyne Special Protection Area and Beinn an Lochain 
Site of Special Scientific Interest and Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park,
(c) the information set out in the Record of Determination dated 9 
September 2020, available at https://www.transport.gov.scot/transport-
network/roads/road-orders-and-records-of-determination/#63527, 
the project does not require an Environmental Impact Assessment.
The main reasons for the conclusion that no Environmental Impact 
Assessment is required are:
(a) There will be a minor loss of some habitats which are ubiquitous 
in the wider area. Additionally, the areas that will be lost have been 
disturbed by grazing and are species-poor compared to typical examples 
of these habitats;
(b) The scheme does not lie within a densely populated area, sites of 
historical, archaeological or cultural significance or sites designated 
for their geology or soils;
(c) The scheme lies wholly within the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park (LLTNP), renowned for its famous landscape. Extensive 
liaison has been carried out with the LLTNP to ensure that the final 
design is one that does not compromise visitor experiences to the Rest 
and Be Thankful viewpoint;
(d) Culvert works will be undertaken as prescribed in the licence 
obtained under The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2011. 
The features of the project which are envisaged to avoid or prevent 
significant adverse effects on the environment are:
(a) Potential construction effects on local air quality, ecology, water 
quality, land use and landscape, and noise and vibration will be 
minimised through best practice working procedures and implementation 
of appropriate mitigation;
(b) Excavation material will be re-used on site where possible;
(c) Delays to vehicle and non-vehicle road users will be mitigated 
through appropriate traffic management;
(d) Works will be commencing prior to the bird breeding 
season (March to August inclusive).
S R LEES
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Roads, Buchanan House, 
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
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PROPERTY

FLAT FOR RENT
Furnished One 
Bedroom Flat in 

centre of 
Lochgilphead 

available for long 
let, one car parking 

space - £420.00/
mth + C.Tax

Tel. 01546-870325 
for viewing

Landlord Reg. 
69297/130/02040



METALS WANTED TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS

GARDEN SERVICES

PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES
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MUSIC & SOUND RECORDING

We are also equipped to help you get the
best out of your lockdown recordings

S i g n a l c e l l
Argyll-based music recording,
mixing & mastering services

Tel:07786 778166

or visit the Signalcell page on Facebook

james@signalcell.net
www.signalcell.net

Your personal Christmas messages for 2020

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

Sandy Watson would 
like to wish friends 
and neighbours a 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends and 

neighbours. From 
Mary Barbour

A Merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Yearr

To my family, friends 
and neighbours
Mary & Family, 
Drumlemble

Seasons Greetings

To all my relatives, 
friends and 

neighbours from Flora 
Brodie

Isobel and 
Addie Frater

INVERARAY
Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 
Year to all our 

friends, relatives 
and neighbours

SEASONS GREETINGS
 Betty McNaughton 
would like to wish all 
her relatives, friends 
and neighbours and 

merry Christmas

Jenny Campbell 

apologises for not 
sending Christmas 
cards this year but 

would like to wish all 
friends and family a 

merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

Dougie 
McArthur 

would like to wish 
all friends & family a 
merry Christmas & a 

Happy New Year



FUNERAL DIRECTORS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@campbeltown courer.co.uk
telephone 01586 554646

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

ISLAY

� e Campbeltown Courier
Friday 25 December 202018 DISTRICT NEWS  

Virtual meeting to discuss 
new ferry for Islay and Jura
Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited (CMAL), 
in partnership with CalMac Ferries Limited and 
Transport Scotland, will hold an online com-
munity consultation meeting in January 2021 
to engage island communities and community 
stakeholders in the design and planning  for the 
new vessel to service Islay and Jura.

It will be the � rst community meeting CMAL 
has held virtually.

� e virtual event will take place on � ursday 
January 14, from 6.30pm to 8.30pm, and will 
be hosted on Microso�  Teams, which is free to 
download online.

To participate in the event, which is open to 
everyone with an interest in the new vessel, 
register via Eventbrite at www.islayvessel.
eventbrite.co.uk

� e meeting will update communities on fea-
sibility studies into the new vessel, which have 
been ongoing throughout 2020.

Key considerations in the extensive range of 
studies include: passenger and vehicle require-
ments; maximising vehicle capacities – particu-
larly for freight; forecast demand; operational 
requirements; requirements and arrangements 
for passengers and crew; accessibility; vessel 
operating speed and timetable; port � ts, limi-
tations and improvements; emission and fuel 
consumption analysis; air quality; reliability, 
manoeuvrability and seakeeping; shore power 
and overnight noise; bene� ts and disadvantages 
and capital and operational costs.

Options for vessel capacities will be presented 
based on the outcomes of the feasibility studies. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to share 
their views and comments and ask questions.

CMAL had to postpone meetings in Bowmore, 
Port Ellen and Jura in March 2020 due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and has been unable to 
reschedule meetings on the islands due to the 
ongoing restrictions.

Jim Anderson, director of vessels at CMAL, 
said: ‘� e community meetings are overdue. We 
have been liaising with the Islay Community 
Council Ferry Committee throughout this year 
and are now in a position for further engage-
ment with the wider island community.

The new Islay ferry is the next major vessel to be ordered for the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Service and will complement the service provided by MV Finlaggan. 

It is Christmas and what do I wish for 
you? I cannot glibly say ‘Merry Christmas’ 
because, for many of you, this Christmas 
will be anything but ‘merry’.

It has been one of the toughest years we 
have encountered in a lifetime. It has been 
a year that has robbed us of loved ones and 
has stalked us with fear.

Yet here we are, once again approaching 
the stable in Bethlehem. We strain to hear 
the angels’ song above the noise of a world 
in turmoil.

We strain to glimpse the baby amidst the 
cries of so many babies. We try to � nd again 
the hope and the joy of that � rst Christmas.

And so let me tell you about hope and joy 
this Christmas. Let me tell you about the 
villages in Kintyre that have found that 
Christmas spirit anew.

Let me tell you about Christmas trees 
appearing in village greens to cheer people; 
let me tell you about Santa arriving with 
his sleigh on top of a tractor adorned with 
a million fairy lights as children’s faces 
glowed with wonder; let me tell you about 
an elf who goes around a village giving 
all that she has to make others happy: let 
me tell you about windows aglow with 
hope; let me tell you about people sharing 
everything.

Let me tell you about Christmas in lock-
down in a rural area in Argyll.

� ere are real angels here, with gi� s that 
have no monetary value, yet are beyond 
price.

� ere are angels here who have given of 
themselves to make others happy.

� ere are angels here who know that 
many are hurting and who express their 
love in action and not in platitudes.

So on this Christmas Day, I wish for you 
the blessings of the invisible angels.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

‘We had hoped to rearrange events for late 
summer 2020 when there was some relaxation 
in the restrictions, but we had to balance it 
carefully with the health and safety of the island 
communities and our people.

‘� e events of 2020 mean people are more 
comfortable than ever with virtual meetings 
and technology so we have decided this is our 
best option until we can return to Islay and Jura 
safely.

‘� ere will be an opportunity for discussion 
and questions and we urge everyone who can 
make it to register now to attend.

‘One of the bene� ts of having the meeting 
online is that we can record and make it availa-
ble later for those who can’t make the date and 
time.’

All presentations will be available on the 
CMAL website a� er the meeting and an up-
dated question and answer document will be 
published.

Questions or any other queries regarding the 
project can be emailed to islayvessel@cmassets.
co.uk or sent to Jim Anderson at Caledonian 

Maritime Assets Limited, Municipal Buildings, 
Fore Street, Port Glasgow, PA14 5EQ.

Lottery ‘win’ for playing � eld 
Rhinns Playing Field Association is one of 161 
projects from across Scotland which will share 
in a £3,931,314  cash boost from � e National 
Lottery Community Fund.

� e group will use a grant of £7,500 to im-
prove access to its community-owned � eld in 
Portnahaven.

It is one of four community groups in Argyll 
to share in the funding, alongside Crossroads 
Young Carers Cowal and Bute, Friends of 
Dervaig Primary School and Kilmore and 
Kilbride Village Hall Committee.

Friends of Dervaig Primary School gained 
£5,096 for an a� er-school, inter-generational 
project; Kilmore and Kilbride Village Hall 
Committee, south of Oban, is to build an ex-
tension, with a new kitchen and meeting place, 
with its £7,500 grant; and Crossroads Young 
Carers Cowal and Bute received £280,330, over 
three years.



NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings are 
closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you informed 

& provide opportunities 
for worship on-line

Please look it up & keep 
in touch

www.northknapdale.org

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 27th December

Service at 10am
Rev Robert MacLeod

A very warm welcome awaits
Please wear face covering

Numbers restricted. 
Please phone Mrs M Yuill 

01546 510337 to book

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

Wishing you all a very
MERRY CHRISTMAS

From
Lorne and Lowland 

Church 
Rev W Crossan 

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 27th December 
Skipness Service 10.00am  

- Rev Lyn Peden                                                           
Tarbert service - 11.30am - 

Rev Lyn Peden   
Tarbert Charity No: 

SC002622
Skipness - Charity No: 

SC004280
01880 820158

ST KIARAN’S 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, 

ARGYLL STREET, 
CAMPBELTOWN.
Holy Communion

1045 am Christmas Day
Celebrant: Rev Canon 

Keith Pagan
All welcome but seats 

must be reserved before-
hand on 07771926328
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CHURCH NOTICES 
CAMPBELTOWN 

COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

Christmas Day Service 
10.30 am

All welcome
No service on Sunday 

27th December.
We meet at the Kirk Street 

Hall
Pastor Mark Jasper

01586 554 092
pastor@campbeltown-

communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/

campbeltowncommuni-
tychurch

SC043322

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH
Lochgilphead 

Holy Mass: Sunday 10am
All Saints, Inveraray 
Holy Mass: Sunday 

12.30pm
Booking essential due to 

restricted capacity - Email 
or telephone to book

Weekday Mass details 
available on website or by 

email/telephone   
All Masses at St 

Margaret’s are Live 
Streamed via our YouTube 

channel. Link available 
at our website: www.

lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and Facebook Page. 
Fr. Ronald Campbell 

01546 602380
lochgilphead@

rcdai.org.uk
(SCO002876)

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

Today in the town of David 
a Saviour has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. Luke 2 verse 11
Our building will be 

closed for the next three 
weeks BUT you are 

welcome to join ouronline 
Praise and Worship 

Zoom Service on Sunday, 
27th December at 11am
To join us online send you 
email address to offi  ce@
springbankchurch.org.
uk for an invitation to 

Sunday’s Zoom meeting
May you have a Blessed 

and Peaceful Christmas as 
we celebrate Our Saviour 

Jesus’ birth
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/

springbankchurch
 Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary

ST KIERAN 
RC CHURCH
St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Holy Mass 4th Sunday of 
Advent: 10.00 am

Holy Mass Christmas 
Eve, 8.00pm

Holy Mass, Christmas 
Day, 10.00am

Please book a place 
as numbers have to be 

restricted due to COVID-19 
guidelines: 01586 552160; 

campbeltown@rcdai.org.uk
(SC002876)

OGŁOSZENIE 
KOŚCIOŁA 

KATOLICKIEGO: 
Kościół św Kieran, 

St John Street
Msza święta 4 niedziela 

Adwentu: 10.00
Msza Wigilia Bożego 

Narodzenia, godz. 20.00
Msza św., Boże 

Narodzenie, godz. 10.00
Prosimy o zarezerwuj 

miejsce, ponieważ numery 
muszą być ograniczone 
ze względu na wytyczne 

COVID-19: 01586 552160; 
campbeltown@rcdai.org.uk

SC002876

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Christmas Day
Friday 25th December 

2020
10.00 a.m. Christmas 

Celebration
 Sunday 27th December

No Meeting
Link to Carol Service on 

Facebook
Covid 19 measures in 

place
If we can be of any 

assistance to anyone 
during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046 

Major Ruth Russell
 Scottish Charity Number SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 27th December
11.15am Worship Service

Rev Rodger Crooks
4.00pm Sunday School (by 

Zoom)
7.30pm Youth Group (by 

Zoom)
Friday 1st January

11am New Year’s Day 
Service

Covid-19 guidelines apply
All welcome

www.campbeltownfree-
church.co.uk

Scottish Charity Number: 
SC046745

DEATHS
MACEACHERN -
Peacefully at the 
Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead on  
December 20, 2020, 
Isobel MacEachern, nee 
MacGilp  in her 77th 
year, of Seaview Ormsary, 
Lochgilphead beloved 
wife of the late Donald 
(Donnie) MacEachern, 
dearly Loved Mother  of 
Donald and David. Much 
respected mother in law of 
Lorraine and Val.  Adored 
Nana of Chris, Jenny, 
Elizabeth and Elaine, 
and a very proud great-
nana A dearly loved and 
respected friend to many.  
A private family service 
was held on December 23, 
2020 at South Knapdale 
Parish Church, followed 
by interment at Ormsary 
Cemetery.  Sadly Missed.
THOMPSON - Peacefully 
at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on December 
16, 2020, Annie Logan 
Muir, in her 94th year, 
formerly of Meadowpark 
and Crosshill Avenue, 
Campbeltown, dearly be-
loved wife of the late Reid 
Cochrane � ompson, 
much loved mum of 
Alastair, Irene, Ernest, 
Andrea, Helen and the 
late Catherine, a loving 
granny, great-granny, 
sister, aunty and friend.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
FERGUSON -  � e 
Ferguson family would 
like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours 
for the cards, � owers and 
messages of sympathy and 
the support they received 
following the recent pass-
ing of their dad (Bobby). 
A huge thanks to all the 
nursing sta�  and doctors 
who looked a� er dad es-
pecially in his � nal weeks 
in the Sunshine Room. 
Our sincere thanks to 
Rev Steve Fulcher for his 
support and comforting 
service. A special thanks 
to Kenneth Blair and 
sta�  for their profession-
alism and making dad’s 
funeral so personal to 
the family - Dad would 
have been pleased at 
leaving Glenholm on his 
� nal journey and with so 
many people paying their 
respects at the roadside as 
he passed by was a great 
comfort to the family.
MCKERRAL - Iain, 
Marie and the family 
of the late Douglas 
McKerral would like to 
thank everyone who sent 
� owers, cards and other 
expressions of sympathy 
a� er her passing. We are 
indebted to the work of 
the team at � e Beatson, 
MacMillan nurse Maggie 

Wilkieson, Community 
nursing team, Carers 
Direct and Carr Gomm 
for providing such 
essential care. A special 
thanks to Rev. William 
Crossan for prayers and 
comforting words, not 
just on the day of the fu-
neral but throughout the 
last few months, when-
ever our paths crossed. A 
huge thanks is extended 
to those able to attend 
Mums service. We were 
truly overwhelmed by 
the number of relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
who turned out to see 
Mum on her last journey 
around Campbeltown.  
We are so grateful to 
Kenny Blair and his team 
for their compassionate 
and professional service 
and � e Argyll Hotel for 
an excellent purvey.
ROBERTSON – In loving 
memory of Margaret 
Robertson. Words cannot 
express the feelings in 
our hearts. � ank you 
for being with us during 
this di�  cult time. Your 
thoughts, generosity, 
kindness and words of 
sympathy are greatly 
appreciated.
Love Ian, wee Margaret 
and family.
SLOSS - Eileen Caroline 
and Tam would like 
to thank family and 
friends for all their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following the sad death 
of Willie to all who paid 
their respects along the 
route and all who at-
tended the crematorium. 
� anks also to T A  Blair 
for their kind caring and 
professional services
SUTHERLAND - Sheena 
and Ian, Cathie and 
family wish to thank all 
neighbours, family and 
friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
cards and � owers re-
ceived following Charlie’s 
passing. It was very 
touching to see so many 
people lining the street. 
Sincere thanks to the doc-
tors, district nurses and 
sta�  at Tarbert Medical 
Practice and Glenarray 
Ward ,to Rev. Lyn Peden 
for a very comforting 
service at Cardross and 
to Stan Lupton, Funeral 
Directors for their kind 
and caring professional 
services.
WILSON - � e family 
of the late Alexander 
Aitken Wilson would like 
to thank all the relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
for the many kind ex-
pressions of sympathy, 
� owers, messages and 
phone calls of condolence 
received following the sad 
loss of Aitken. Sincere 

thanks to Rev William 
Crossan for a comforting 
and be� tting service at 
the church and graveside. 
To Kenneth Blair and 
sta�  at T.A. Blair Funeral 
Directors for their kind-
ness, compassion and pro-
fessionalism throughout. 
To the District Nurses for 
their care and support, 
and to the Doctors and 
Nurses at Campbeltown 
Hospital who attended to 
Aitken. � anks also to 
the Ardshiel Hotel for the 
lovely tea, and to all who 
turned out to pay their 
respects.

IN MEMORIAMS
CHISHOLM – In loving 
memory of Johnny, who 
died December 28, 2011.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Netta and family at 
home and abroad.
FERGUSON – Treasured 
memories of Charles 
Ferguson passed away 
December 27, 2015.
� ose we love don’t go 
away
� ey walk beside us every 
day
Unseen, unheard but 
always near
So loved, so missed, so 
very dear.
- Dadie.
FERGUSON  - Always 
remembering our won-
derful Dad, Father-in-law 
and Papa, Charles. Our 
world changed forever on  
December 27, 2015.
Missed beyond words.
-  Charles, Fiona, Andrew, 
Lorna, Cameron, Ewan, 
Holly & Anna
MACCALLUM - 
Treasured memories of 
Neil, who died January 1, 
2018.
“Always in our thoughts.
Forever in our hearts. “
- Love Betty and family.
MCGLYNN - In loving 
memory of a dearly loved 
father and grandfather, 
Dugald (Tat) McGlynn, 
who passed away 
December 29, 2016.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Kenneth, Kerry and Ben
MCLEAN – In loving 
memory of Betty, passed 
away December 30, 2011. 
Dearly beloved wife, 
mum and granny.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Aileen and all the family.
SELFRIDGE – In loving 
memory of my husband 
Fred, taken from us on 
December 26, 2013.
Gone but not forgotten
� ink of you everyday.
- Myra xx
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SPORTSPORT

Questions on when govern-
ment Covid funding will be 
open for sports applications 
and what the process will be 
have been tabled in the Scottish 
Parliament by Highlands and 
Islands Labour MSP David 
Stewart.

A £55 million funding pack-
age was announced last week 
by the Scottish Government 
to help sports clubs tackle the 
void of lost revenue caused by 
the pandemic.

A total of £20 million is being 
made available to football clubs 
in the Scottish Premiership, 
with £10 million available for 
clubs at every other level of the 

It may have taken place on a 
cold, damp and breezy day but 
that did not deter 29 members 
from taking part in Dunaverty 
Golf Club’s December medal 
competition.

Matthew Ralston, having a 
great day, was � rst in with a 
nett 63 to lead the way, only 
to be overtaken by an in-form 
Bobby Dalziel who posted a 
nett 62 and moved into � rst 
place.

Later in the morning ses-
sion, Alistair McConnachie, 
returning a� er a three-month 
absence, hit every fairway 
with his tee shots and covered 
the front nine in 32 strokes, 
to which he added 36 on the 
inward half, giving him top 
spot with a nett 60.

Worthy of a mention is 
14-year-old Jake MacMillan 
who, playing alongside 
Alistair, had an excellent 
round to � nish in � � h place on 
a nett 63.

Results: 1 Alistair 
McConnachie 69-8=60; 2 Bobby 
Dalziel 72-10=62; 3 Matthew 
Ralston 88-25=63 (bih); 4 
Kieran McGeachy 91-28=63; 
5 Jake MacMillan 89-26=63; 6 
Richard Toner 81-16=65.

Alistair McConnachie took 
� rst place. 

David Stewart MSP is 
pressing for support for 
football clubs at every level 
of the game. 

Right: The entrance to 
Kintyre Park, home of 
Campbeltown Pupils 
Amateur Football Club.

Football clubs at all 
levels to benefi t from 
government funding 

CONTACTUS
EMAIL US AT 
email editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
T E L E P H O N E 
01586 554646

game. � e MSP, who is chair-
man of Inverness Caledonian 
� istle Trust, said: ‘Football 
clubs up and down the country 
have been hit hard by the 
implications of Covid-19 re-
strictions and I was pleased the 
Health and Sport Committee 
agreed to my request to hold 

an inquiry into this. As part of 
that inquiry, Minister for Sport 
Joe Fitzpatrick gave evidence 
at the committee last Tuesday.

‘While the meeting was very 
helpful, the detail of how and 
when the funding and grants 
will be made available is not 
yet known and I know clubs 
at every level of the game are 
keen to know when and how 
they can apply for the help be-
ing o� ered. As an avid football 
fan, I know just how perilously 
close some clubs are to going 
under and we need to make 
sure this money gets to those 
who need it without delay.’

He continued: ‘Football is in 
the very fabric of communities 
up and down Scotland and loss 
of gate sales and hospitality 
revenue has hit clubs hard. We 
must get that help out to the 
clubs immediately to secure 
the future of the game, at every 
level, in Scotland.’

‘Clubs at every level of 
the game are keen to 
know when and how 
they can apply for the 
help being o� ered’

Urgent call for details 
of sport cash support  

McConnachie 
claims Dunaverty’s 
December medal


