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A South Kintyre councillor 
has insisted Argyll and Bute 
Council needs to rethink its 
priorities for road repairs in 
the build-up to the next � nan-
cial year, writes Fiona Scott.

Councillor Donald Kelly 
claims roads in the centre 
of Campbeltown, in need of 
attention, were le�  untouched 
while other roads in a better 
state were being repaired.

Jim Smith, the council’s head 
of roads and amenity services, 
responded that the authority 
had a ‘stitch in time’ approach 
which it hoped would avoid 
greater expenditure later.

� e debate took place as a re-
port revealed that the council 
has a backlog of road repairs 
worth £112 million – as well as 
further backlogs for footways, 

structures and street lighting 
and furniture.

� e matter was discussed 
by the council’s environment, 
development and infrastruc-
ture committee at its meeting 
via Skype last � ursday 
December 3.

Councillor Kelly said: ‘We 
are all aware of the limited 
budget we have for road re-
pairs, but over the last couple 
of the years, I have seen repairs 
done on outlying roads which 
are, to my mind, in relatively 

good condition. Meanwhile, 
there are roads in the centre 
of Campbeltown and in some 
housing schemes which are 
breaking up.

‘I appreciate what is being 
done but, with our limited re-
sources, I think we should be 
looking at reprioritising when 
it comes to the next budget.’

Mr Smith said: ‘It is di�  cult 
to please everybody. We have 
over £100 million of backlog 
in road maintenance and in 
an ideal situation we would 
have every road in an ideal 
condition – but that’s not the 
situation of course.

‘What we aim to do is get 
the best possible rate of return 
for our investment in the road 
network – and that sometimes 
means carrying out treatment 
on red roads, but also to am-
ber ones.

‘We have a ‘stitch in time’ 

type of approach. If we spend 
£100 today, it might negate 
the need to spend £1,000 next 
year.

‘We do have some roads 
showing as red, but the risk 
is not felt to be great. It might 
not seem ideal but it is getting 
the best rate of return.’

Councillor Kelly responded: 
‘� ey are repairing roads 
with a considerable amount 
of capital spend, and nobody 
lives near these roads and no 
heavy goods pass.

‘Meanwhile, the roads in the 
centre of town are neglected, 
so there may be a need to look 
at it at a more strategic level.’

Council leader Robin Currie, 

Mollie Jo Eastaugh had the honour of switching on the 
lights at Tarbert’s Christmas centrepiece. Photograph: Janet West. 

Councillor calls for 
a town centre road 
repair rethink

It’s the creel thing for a 
Tarbert Christmas tree
� is has been a year like no other, and in the spirit of 2020 
Tarbert has come up with a Christmas tree like very few in 
existence. Rather than a Sitka spruce, the village took inspira-
tion from its � shing heritage to create a spectacular Christmas 
‘tree’ from � shing creels. 

They are repairing 
roads with a 
considerable amount 
of capital spend that 
nobody lives near and 
no heavy goods pass.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page � ve.

Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD
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Looking for a new car? We have access to a wide range 
of VW cars & light commercials, Skoda, Seat & Kia cars, 
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Servicing, diagnostics, tyres and alignment.
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POLICE FILES
Charged
About 12.30pm on Monday 
November 30, in Burnbank 
Street, Campbeltown, a man, 
51, allegedly behaved in an 
abusive manner. He was later 
traced, charged and a report 
will be submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

Abusive Behaviour
About 12.20am on Saturday 
December 5, Longrow South, 
Campbeltown, a 38-year-old 
woman behaved in an 
abusive manner. The woman 
was charged and issued with 
a Recorded Police Warning.

Charged
About 2.20am on Saturday 
December 5, in Burnside, 
Campbeltown, a man, 33, 
was arrested for allegedly 
behaving in an abusive 
manner, damaging a car 
and property inside a � at. 
The man was charged and a 
report sent to the Fiscal.

Drugs charge
About 10.15pm on Saturday 
December 5, on the A83 near 
Muasdale, a car was stopped 
and searched by police and 
two men, one aged 31 and 
one aged 28, were allegedly 
found to be in possession 
of cannabis. The men were 
charged and a report will be 
submitted to the Fiscal.

Witness appeal
About 7.45pm on Sunday 
December 6, in Main Street, 
Campbeltown (near to 
Mckellars newsagents), the 
driver of a black car allegedly 
assaulted a man by spitting at 
him. Police are investigating.

Vandalism
Between 9am on Tuesday 
December 1 and 3pm on 
Wednesday December 2, a 
wooden gate on the path 
that leads from Kilnaughton 
Churchyard to Singing Sands 
on Islay, was smashed and 
knocked o�  its hinges. Police 
are investigating.

Report submitted
About 1.30pm on Friday 
December 4, on the Isle of 
Gigha, a man, 43, allegedly 
behaved in an abusive man-
ner. Police attended and the 
man was traced and arrested. 
The man was also allegedly 
found in possession of a small 
amount of cannabis. The man 
was taken to Lochgilphead 
Police Station, charged and 
a report submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

 Anyone with information 
on the above or any incident 
should call police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers, anonymously, 
on 0800 555111.

Come all ye faithful and 
join doorstep carol concert
Ardrishaig and South 
Knapdale parishes are looking 
to get their streets singing on 
Sunday, December 20, when 
taking part in a nationwide 
initiative, writes Fiona Scott.

Carols from Your Doorstep 
has been organised to ensure 
it’s anything but a silent night 
with neighbourhoods from all 
over Scotland being urged to 
take part.

‘Traditional door-to-door 
caroling is clearly not possible 
this year due to Covid-19 
restrictions but it is hoped that 
� lling the streets with the joy-
ful sound of classics like Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing, Away 
in a Manger and O Come All 

Ye Faithful will send out a 
strong message that Christmas 
is not cancelled,’ said Reverend 
David Carruthers, Minister 
for Ardrishaig and South 
Knapdale.

‘People can sing from their 
doorsteps or by their window.

‘In Ardrishaig we hope to 
raise funds for next year’s 
pensioners’ Christmas Dinner, 
which was cancelled this year 
along with the usual fund 
raising events.’

� e appropriately distanced 
Christmas cacophony will 
begin at 6pm and will last ap-
proximately 15 minutes. Carol 
Sheets can be picked up within 
the community.

Do you have any stories and 
memories you would like 
to share to encourage locals 
and visitors to explore our 
coastline?

� e University of the 
Highlands and Islands (UHI) 
need your help to paint a 
picture of the area and how 
this beautiful part of Scotland 
has had an impact across the 
globe.

Your story could be one of 
20 selected from Kintyre and 
Gigha to be included in an 
interactive app and would then 
be part of an exhibition in key 
locations across the west coast 
in 2021.

� e Coast that Shaped the 
World is an ambitious three-
year project which bridges the 
Visit Scotland Year of Coasts 
and Waters in 2020 and the 
Year of Scottish Stories in 
2022.

Your stories can be about 
people, places, events, build-
ings, industry including folk 
lore and little-known facts and 

gems.
Nothing is too big or too 

small, too detailed, or too 
vague.

Wanted – coastal stories 
from Kintyre and Gigha

Iain Johnstone of J.I.G events, 
and event manager of Mull of 
Kintyre Music Festival, is one 
of the collators and is keen to 
hear from anyone who has a 
story to share.

‘I am delighted to be part 
of this exciting project as it 
gives us a chance to revisit old 
stories and unearth some new 
ones,’ he told us.

‘� ere are more than 20 
areas across the West Coast of 
Scotland involved from Arran 
and Kintyre in the South to 
Wester Ross and Lewis in the 
North.

‘Over the next three years 
these stories from Kintyre 
and Gigha will become part 

of a West Coast story bank. 
� e project will then take a 
number of these stories onto 
a digital platform and narrate 
them through spoken word, 
song, imagery, video, and art 
so the more stories we get the 
better.’

� e project is led by the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands (UHI) and is being 
funded through NatureScot’s 
Natural and Cultural Heritage 
Fund, with match funding 
from CalMac and UHI. It is 
being coordinated by Carron 
Tobin from ruralDimensions 
and Graham Hogg from 
Lateral North.

� e story gathering stage 
of the project runs from now 
until February 2021 so either 
� ll out the survey with the in-
formation or contact Iain and 
he will help make sure your 
story is included.

If you have any questions 
or want to discuss the project 
please get in touch with 
Iain Johnston by email at 
jigevents@hotmail.co.uk or 
phone 01586 552034.

To � nd out more about the 
project and take part in the 
survey visit https://www.coast.
scot

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Your stories can be about 
people, places, events, 
buildings, industry 
including folk lore and 
little-known facts and gems.
Source: Am Baile / Skye and Lochalsh Archive 
Centre.
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Neil goes to great lengths 
to help out worthy cause
A date has been set for 
Glenbarr farmer Neil 
MacPhail’s charity hair cut in 
aid of the Beatson hospital in 
Glasgow West.

Neil started his treatment 
in 2017 and was so scared he 
would lose his hair that he 
didn’t get it cut a� er that.

Earlier this year, and once 
he had � nished his treatment, 
Neil acted on an idea from 
his good neighbour Peter 
MacPherson and decided to 
have his hair cut to raise funds 
for the Beatson where he has 
received � rst-class care. His 
hair has never been short but 
it had grown to a long length. 
He is immensely proud of his 
locks and this is a great sacri-
� ce but one he feels is worth 

his anguish. � e event has 
been postponed once or twice 
due to hospital admissions 
and lockdown restrictions, 

but now the ‘shearing’ will 
be done by Neil’s niece Iona 
MacPhail of Hair by Iona in 
Campbeltown this Saturday 

(December 12). In June this 
year Neil celebrated his 80th 
birthday and decided to take 
‘early’ retirement from his 

sheep farm in Glenbarr. He 
now plans to spend his time 
with his Clydesdale horses 
and the contents of his sheds.

Neil’s Just Giving page on 
Facebook has so far raised 
£2,580 and he is extremely 
grateful   to everyone who 
has donated to such a worthy 
cause. Because he has raised 
more than £2,000 he has also 
agreed to shave o�  his trade-
mark moustache.

 To donate to Neil’s cause 
go to Lorraine MacPhail’s 
Just Giving Crowdfunding 
page www.justgiving.
c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g /
lor r a i ne-mac pha i l?ut m _
i d = 1 & u t m _ t e r m = X -
byY6GQ44

Neil MacPhail will say a 
fond farewell to his � owing 
locks this weekend.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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Preparations are under way 
to create a woodland on the 
hillside above the Rest and be 
�ankful later this month.

Forestry and Land Scotland, 
working in partnership with 
Transport Scotland, will soon 
start putting up deer fences to 
protect the saplings of a range 
of tree species that are to be 
planted to help maximise slope 
stability.

Planting will not be starting 
until September or October 
next year and the new wood-
land will take some time to es-
tablish, but from the moment 
of planting, the tree roots will 
begin to bind the slope – an 
e�ect that will cumulatively 
increase, year-on-year, says 
James Hand, FLS operations 
forester.

Mr Hand added: ‘�e deer 
fence is a crucial �rst stage 
because protecting the sap-
lings and other vegetation 
from deer and other mammal 

grazing is crucial to ensuring 
rapid establishment of the new 
woodland.

‘�e mix of species selected 
for the woodland will help it 
withstand events associated 
with predicted climate change, 
particularly those associated 
with sudden heavy rainfall 

incidents. �e trees will com-
plement the hard engineering 
that has been done at the site 
to help stabilise the slope and 
protect the road infrastruc-
ture. Working in tandem, both 
approaches will help to miti-
gate the challenges presented 
by this notoriously unstable 

Work to start on woodland 
to help stabilise A83 slope

Above: View as it is now from the south approach to the Rest 
and be Thankful. Left: An illustration of how the view south 
to the Rest and Be Thankful will look in 30-plus years after 
the woodland is created.

slope.’ �e bulk of the fencing 
work will take place in the 
spring and summer of 2021.

George Fiddes, Transport 
Scotland special projects man-
ager, said: ‘Commencement of 
these vital deer fencing works 
marks an important mile-
stone in the hillside planting 
strategy.

‘We look forward to contin-
uing to work with Forestry 
and Land Scotland on this key 
project which forms part of the 
Scottish Government’s wider 
landslide mitigation works at 
the A83 Rest and be �ankful.’

As well as protecting the 
trees, the fence will have eco-
logical bene�ts across a wider 
area by reducing grazing pres-
sure and will help to develop a 
network of native woodland at 
a landscape scale.

Careful consideration has to 
be given to selecting the cor-
rect species of trees and shrubs 
that would best be able to cope 
with the extreme conditions 
on such an exposed site.

‘Anything planted at this 
site should not only be able to 
provide the rooting structures 
that will help slope stabili-
sation,’ continued Mr Hand, 
‘but should also be resilient 
enough to survive in this 
environment.

‘Sourcing Scottish plants 
from local areas, as close as 
possible to the site, means 
we’re bene�ting from the plant 
species that are adapted for the 
current environment and that 
are most likely to be resilient 
to a changing climate into the 
future.’

�e combination of species 

will include downy birch, 
aspen, oak, blackthorn, haw-
thorn, hazel, juniper and Scots 
pine. 

As well as enhancing the 
landscape and contributing to 
the scenic value of the National 
Park, the mix of species will be 
good for biodiversity, helping 
to sustain golden eagles and 
black grouse.

�e project overall will also 
protect water quality and hab-
itats, especially those associat-
ed with spawning salmonids.

Natural regeneration of 
native species will also be 
encouraged and there is scope 
for more planting nearby.

Information panels will go 
up at points where new gates 
will be built across traditional 
access routes telling walkers 
why the fence has appeared.

More work is planned over 
the next few months to re-
fresh Argyll and Bute’s action 
plan and strategy for carers.

With latest research show-
ing a rise in the number of 
carers and an increase in the 
needs of those they look a�er, 
information will also be com-
ing soon on a consultation 
with unpaid carers on short 
breaks or respite options, 
says Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP).

Carer services across Argyll 
and Bute have carried out 
an amazing role during the 
pandemic and quickly mo-
bilised to provide services in 
di�erent and innovative ways 
so they could continue their 
lifeline work for carers and 
provide respite and support, 

said an HSCP spokesperson.
In the summer unpaid carer 

services worked with Linda 
Currie, the HSCP’s lead for 
allied health professionals, 
on an informal consultation 
where they checked in with 
carers on how they were cop-
ing during lockdown and how 
they wanted to engage with 
services again, long term.

Most were keen to revert 
to face-to-face support when 
things were safer and this feed-
back re�ected a recent report 
from Carers Scotland, Behind 
Closed Doors, which high-
lighted that four in �ve unpaid 
carers are providing more care 
than before lockdown.

More than three quarters 
of carers reported the needs 
of the person they cared for 
had increased; 64 per cent of 

carers had not been able to 
take any breaks in the last six 
months; 58 per cent of carers 
had seen their own physical 
health impacted by caring 
through the pandemic; while 
64 per cent said their mental 
health had worsened.

Argyll and Bute HSCP urg-
es carers needing guidance 
and support to contact  their 
nearest carer services, social 
work team or speak to their 
GP, who can point to where 
help is available.

�e Dochas Carer Centre 
in Lochgilphead is on 01546 
600022,   Mid Argyll Youth 
Development Service's 
number is 01546 603231 and 
North Argyll Carer Centre is 
on 01631 564422  with North 
Argyll Crossroads on 01631 
562168.

Unpaid carers consultation coming soon
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� e future of a Kintyre 
Primary School, along with 
two others in the Argyll and 
Bute catchment, was set to 
be discussed at a meeting of 
councillors this week.

An extension to the con-
sultation period on whether 
to close Skipness Primary 
School has been recommend-
ed until the end of May due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Council o�  cers have also 
recommended the moth-
balling of Minard and Luing 
Primary Schools, neither of 
which has any pupils this 
year. Minard has not had any 
pupils since October 2018.

Reports concerning all 
three schools were being 
considered by the council’s 
community services com-
mittee this week.

Skipness Primary’s future 

� rst came under the micro-
scope in September 2019, 
when the committee agreed 
to undertake a consultation 
and options appraisal.

Six months later it was 
agreed a dra�  proposal 
should go out to consultation. 
Executive director Douglas 
Hendry said at that time: ‘It is 
proposed that education pro-
vision at Skipness Primary 
School be discontinued with 
e� ect from October 28, 2020.

‘� e catchment area of 
Tarbert Primary School will 
be extended to include the 
current catchment area of 
Skipness Primary School.’

A public meeting on the 
subject was also scheduled 
for May, but the Covid-19 
pandemic has prevented the 
consultation process moving 
ahead as planned.

Mr Hendry said in a report 
for this week’s meeting: ‘On 
August 27, 2020 the Business 

Continuity Committee 
met to deal with several 
items of council business 
to be addressed during the 
pandemic.

‘� e committee agreed to 
o�  cers’ proposals to extend 
the consultation period from 
August 31, 2020 to December 
18, 2020 with a new date [for 
the meeting] to be set once 
the regulations imposing 
restrictions of public gather-
ings allow it to proceed.

‘Noti� cation of the rear-
ranged public meeting is to 
be distributed to all relevant 
consultees in due course.

‘However, due to a further 
increase nationally in coro-
navirus cases in the latter 
part of this year restrictions 
on public gatherings have 
continued and/or been 
re-imposed rather than re-
laxed. It is now clear that the 
consultation exercise will not 
be able to proceed as planned 

within this extension period.’
� e committee is now rec-

ommended to agree that the 
consultation period should 
run from December 18 to 
May 31, 2021. 

� e council’s education ser-
vices department will work 
out all options available, and 
present � ndings to the com-
mittee at a meeting during 
that month.

Concerns were also raised 
about the possible scrapping 
of pupil support assistant 
posts at Argyll and Bute 
Council.

� e removal of 38 posts – 
the full-time equivalent of 
14.3 jobs – is included in a list 
of ‘savings options’ for con-
sideration by councillors as 
part of the authority’s annual 
budget-setting process.

� e full list of options was 
due to be discussed by the 
council’s policy and resourc-
es committee yesterday.

� e B842 road, which runs 
up Kintyre’s east coast from 
Campbeltown to Claonaig, 
is one of four routes to ben-
e� t from joint funding from 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
the Scottish Timber Transport 
Scheme (STTS).

Last week, the council’s 
environment, development 
and infrastructure committee 
endorsed the Annual Status 
and Options Report (ASOR), 
which summarises the author-
ity's road assets as at April 2020 
and sets out future investment 
options to be considered.

� e council approved a 
£6.2 million investment pro-
gramme for roads reconstruc-
tion in the February budget. 
Investment in the area's roads 
increased by around £1.7 mil-
lion, following a successful bid 
to the STTS of £1.227 million.

� is year’s capital road works 
programme was delayed by 
three months by Covid-19 and 
so the 2020-21 road recon-
struction budget prioritises 
work supported by the STTS.

Surface dressing works were 
delayed until 2021-22 because 
colder, wetter weather prevents 
the surface dressing materials 
from being as e� ective.  Road 

surfaces in poorer condition 
will be treated to protect 
from further damage over the 
winter.

As well as the B842, other 
routes which will be improved 
thanks to council and STTS 
funding are:

� e A816, Lochgilphead to 
Oban; Lochawe haulage routes 
– B840, C30 and C29; and 
B8000, Strathlachlan, Cowal.

Councillor Rory Colville, 
policy lead for roads and 
infrastructure services, said: 
‘Maintaining our roads is 
challenging, but vital for 
businesses and our commu-

nities. Nearly one third of our 
network is made up of unclas-
si� ed roads. 

‘More than 80 per cent of 
the network is in rural areas 
and 23 per cent are over peat, 
which costs more for construc-
tion and maintenance.

‘We continue to invest as 
much as we can to maintain 
our roads and to lever in addi-
tional money where possible. 
� e fact is, it takes £8 million 
investment each year to keep 
our roads in their current 
condition. We do all we can to 
invest wisely, and where it will 
make the biggest di� erence.’

Beware of online 
shopping scams
Police Scotland are issuing 
a series of festive safety 
messages in the run up 
to Christmas with the � rst 
of four messages relating 
to the dangers of internet 
shopping.

Area commander chief  
inspector Marlene Baillie 
said: ‘As more of us are 
shopping online for 
Christmas this year, we all 
have to take extra care, 
not only parting with our 
personal details, but also 
double checking that what 
we think we're buying is 
legitimate. If something 
seems too good to be true, 
it probably is.

‘My advice would be 
to shop with reputable 
retailers and be careful 
not to fall for scams. 
Reading independent 
website reviews can help to 
establish authentic sellers.

‘Just take a few minutes to 
think before you click. The 
National Cyber Security Cen-
tre provides lots of helpful 
advice and guidance.’

For more information 
go to www.ncsc.gov.uk/
guidance/shopping-on-
line-securely.

Councillor calls 
for rethink on 
road repair  in 
town centre
continued from page one.
who chairs the committee, 
said: ‘I understand what you 
are saying. 

‘Maybe before the new 
� nancial year we should look 
at having a better conversation 
with area committees so 
people understand the 
situation.’

A report published in 
advance of the meeting 
said: ‘� e maintenance 
backlog for carriageways is 
£112 million. 

‘Revenue funding has 
reduced to the point where 
almost all activities are 
undertaken on a reactive 
basis, e� ectively when assets 
stop functioning.

‘Road maintenance services 
are stretched to breaking 
point with resources being 
swallowed up by intensive 
reactive maintenance 
demands.’

Skipness Primary School 
future hangs in balance 

B842 to bene� t from timber 
transport funding boost

An Argyll and Bute Council Jetpatcher at work on the B842 
in 2016. 

Friday 11th—Sunday 13th December 

A Christmas Carol (PG) 
Saturday 4.30pm 
Sunday 4.30pm 

Dreamland (15) 
Friday 6.00pm 

Saturday 5.00pm 
Sunday 5.00pm 

Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (15) 
Friday 5.30pm 

Saturday 2.45pm 
Sunday 2.45pm 

Space Dogs: Return to Earth (U) 
Saturday 2.30pm 
Sunday 2.30pm 

www.campbeltownpicturehouse.co.uk 

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@campbeltown courer.co.uk
telephone 01586 554646

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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Normally at this time of 
year, � e Rotary Club of 
Campbeltown asks the people 
of Kintyre to nominate indi-
viduals who have gone above 
and beyond to enhance the 
community, with one being 
selected Citizen of the Year.

In this extraordinary year, 
however, the club will be 
making a special award of 
Community of the Year to all 
the citizens of Kintyre and 
Campbeltown.

Rotary President Pat Healey 
explained how it was unani-
mously felt that to single out 
just one person would be an 
impossible task.

Pupil support assistants in 
Argyll and Bute’s schools 
again face an uncertain future 
a� er the council published 
details of savings options 
being considered to balance 
its budget.

� e scrapping of 38 support 
assistant posts – a move 
which would save £209,000 in 
the 2021-22 � nancial year – is 
among the options in a report 

to be put before councillors 
this week.

Another savings option is 
the streamlining of the au-
thority’s property estate over 
a three-year period – a move 
which, if councillors agree to 
it as part of the � nal budget 
next year, would put 20 jobs 
on the line.

A proposal to stage more 
meetings virtually – as has 

happened with all council and 
committee meetings since the 
UK went into lockdown in 
March – would save £336,000 
in travel expenses.

It’s the second year in a row 
that scrapping pupil support 
assistant jobs has been in-
cluded among budget savings 
options – though the idea was 
dropped before councillors 
agreed the authority’s 2020-21 

spending plans in February 
this year.

Should the move to scrap 
the 38 pupil support posts go 
ahead, the full-time equiva-
lent of 14.3 jobs would be lost.

Savings
However, there is better 

news for school crossing pa-
trollers, whose jobs have been 
under threat for the last two 
years as part of the council’s 

attempts to make savings, 
only to be saved on budget 
day.

� is time round, though, the 
dra�  list of savings options for 
2021-22 makes no mention of 
getting rid of school crossing 
patrollers’ jobs.

� e proposals were due to be 
put before the council’s policy 
and resources committee 
at its meeting via Skype on 

� ursday December 10. � e 
authority’s budget for the 
new � nancial year is due to 
be set on � ursday February 
25 2021.

A report by council execu-
tive director Kirsty Flanagan 
says that when previous 
savings and potential savings 
options are factored in, the 
projected budget gap falls 
from £6.3m to £4.3m.

Pupil support jobs worry in council budget plan

Rotary proposes tribute to 
‘extraordinary community’
President reveals plan 
to award all of Kintyre 
and Campbeltown

Chairwoman 
of The Rotary 
Club of 
Campbeltown 
Pat Healey

‘When we began discussions 
about this year’s award, it soon 
became clear to us how much 
everyone had contributed, 
from the youngest members 
of the community whose lives 
have been so disrupted, to the 
eldest, many of whom had to 
self-isolate and rely so much 
on others,’ she said.

‘And, of course, all the key 
workers and volunteers who 
have worked – and continue 

the club want to leave a lasting 
tribute to the resilience and 
spirit demonstrated through-
out the year. She added: ‘We 
all know what an amazing 
community we have here but 
this year everyone has dug 
deep to keep � nding that little 
bit extra and that deserves to 
be remembered.’

Club members have been 
quietly working on various 
aspects of this project over the 
past few months and will be 
sharing more news of these, 
and further plans, as the route 
back to normal life becomes 
clearer.

One of the projects is to 
collect children’s views and 
experiences of lockdown and 
about the resilience they have 
developed to cope with the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Some wonderful material 
from primary schools has 
already been received and 
the club is working with the 

to work – so hard to make life 
safer and easier for all of us.’

Pat went on to explain that 

library to have these collated 
into a book. � e hope is many 
more pupils will participate  
with writing, artwork and 
photography welcome.

‘But it’s not just the younger 
generations,’ continued Pat, 
‘we’re also in contact with the 
Kintyre Writers Circle and � e 
Kintyre Forum and are keen 
to hear from all individuals 
and groups who want to get 
involved or contribute.

‘As a focus for the various ac-
tivities, we’re hoping to have a 
permanent marker somewhere 
in the town to recognise our 
extraordinary community 
spirit.’

If anyone has material they 
would like to submit for 
consideration, please contact 
Gail Edwards, Community 
and International Convenor 
for Campbeltown Rotary Club,  
at lindagailedwards@gmail.
com or c/o � e Argyll Arms, 
Campbeltown.

‘Everyone has dug 
deep to keep � nding 
that little bit extra 
and that deserves to 
be remembered’
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Dereliction of duty over A83
� e SNP government’s lack of action in deliv-
ering a permanent solution to the problems 
besetting the A83 is inexcusable.

� e SNP has been in power for more than 13 
years but has done next to nothing to deliver 
a permanent solution to the chronic problems 
with the A83 which are strangling the economy 
of much of Argyll and Bute.

It is truly shocking to learn from the Fraser of 
Allander Institute that the SNP government is 
hoarding as much as £1 billion of funding from 
the UK Government, some of which could, of 
course, be spent on sorting out this problem. 
� ere are plainly the � nancial resources to deal 
with this.

It is an inexcusable dereliction of duty on 
their part and will not be forgiven or forgotten 
by people whose jobs and livelihoods are being 
threatened by this ongoing crisis.

Donald Cameron MSP, 
Highlands and Islands Region.

Vandalism unacceptable
I was happy to hear from my constituents when 
I was out and about in Bowmore again recently.

Many pressing  matters were raised, including 
the poor condition of pavements, faultily street 
lights at Stanalane and potholes on Shore Street 
and Jamieson Street.

� e recent vandalism of the hand sanitiser 
dispenser within the bus shelter is as worrying 
as it is unacceptable.

All of these matters and more have been raised 
with the appropriate department and I will con-
tinue to lobby relentlessly for better infrastruc-
ture across the Kintyre and the Islands ward.

Councillor Alastair Redman, 
Kintyre and the Islands ward.

Licence plea to Auntie Beeb
I see Claudia Winkleman is to be paid £1 million 
for her ‘work’.

While I am sure she is a capable broadcaster, 
and may be worth a good salary, surely £1 mil-
lion is extracting the liquid.

I have calculated that this sum amounts to 
6,349 free television licences for the over-75s. 
When you then think of other celebrities earn-
ing mouth-watering sums from the BBC, this 
gives clear evidence that the BBC could quite 
easily continue with the free television licences 
for the over-75s.

My income does not qualify for pension credit 
by a small margin but I have now had two com-
munications from TV Licensing reminding me 
to pay the fee.

Each time it encloses a brochure and various 
forms to complete in the hope that I feel empow-
ered to pay the £157.50 required to watch TV.

So far, I have decided to weather the storm 
and not pay. My hope is that thousands of 
over-75s do likewise and Auntie will realise that 
expecting us to fall into line is not as simple as 
it expects.

Silver Voices continue to pressure the BBC 
to think again and reinstate free licences for 
the over-75s. It has my full support and will 
continue to do so until the BBC bites the bullet 
and cancels its continued harassment of OAPs.

Keith Abendroth, Campbeltown.

Sprinklers ‘will save lives’ 
thanks to new regulations
Sir,
I am delighted that the Scottish Government 
is taking forward my campaign for greater � re 
safety precautions in social housing.

Guidance is now going out to the building 
industry, ahead of installing � re sprinklers in 
all new social housing with new regulations 
coming into e� ect next year.

� e sprinklers will be a requirement in new 
� ats, maisonettes and larger multi-occupancy 
dwellings, including where care is provided.

Fire sprinklers have   proved time and time 
again to be e� ective in the � ght against � re and 
I know that this move will save lives.

� ere has always been strong backing for these 
plans from the public, the industry and other 
MSPs, especially in the light of the Grenfell 
Tower disaster.

I would still like retro-� tting sprinklers in 
older properties to be considered and, although 
that is my longer term hope, I understand the 
problems this would pose.

I am delighted this is coming in before I retire 
as an MSP at next year’s election – what better 
than a life-saving ‘present’ at Christmas?

David Stewart MSP, 
Highlands and Islands Region

Give carers a helping hand 
this Christmas
For many of us, the festive season is a time for 
giving and sharing, which is why we’re inviting 
you to celebrate Giving Tuesday.

I’d like to take a moment to share with your 
readers how, in choosing to give to our charity, 
Revitalise, you’ll be making a real di� erence to 
the lives of the disabled people and carers that 
we support.

As a charity we know that however tricky this 
past year has been, life is about spending time 
with the people we love, and everyday life can so 
easily get in the way of that. 

Hilary has cared for her son Shaun since he 
had an accident on holiday in Ibiza, aged 19. 

Paving the way for a 
healthy future in sport
Sporting activity has been a bit thin on the 
ground during 2020, so it was heartening 
this week to hear that Campbeltown’s swim-
mers were back in the water (page 28) and 
that the town’s oldest and longest-running 
football club was laying solid foundations 
for the future (pages 12 and 13).

Unlike many sectors, sport heavily in� u-
ences the physical and mental wellbeing 
of the nation. It plays a signi� cant role 
in society; people active, makes people 
healthier both physically and mentally, and 
helps people to develop their own skills and 
con� dence. 

Sport and physical activity has been used 
as a tool for crime diversion, building social 
and community cohesion. It teaches team-
work, it teaches discipline, it teaches respect.

For many, participating in sport is the 
highlight of their week. � at sense of 
belonging, a sense of achievement, a feeling 
of winning or losing together and compet-
ing, whatever the level. Grassroots is the 
foundation on which sport is built. It’s at a 
grassroots club where a child will kick their 
� rst ball, bowl, tackle, catch, shoot – it’s 
where they fall in love with sport. Every 
elite performer began their career in grass-
roots sport somewhere and were inspired 
by the coaches and the club surroundings, 
encouraged and nurtured at every level.

So well done to Kintyre Swimming Club, 
Campbeltown Pupils Football Club and all 
the other sports out� ts paving a way for an 
active and healthy future for all.
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� e Editor welcomes letters and emails for 
publication, however we reserves the right to 
shorten, amend or refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although details can be withheld from publication. 
Phone numbers, if available, should be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

At The Campbeltown 
Courier, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are 
fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ 
Code of Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, 
however, that mistakes happen from time to 
time. If you think we have made a significant 
mistake and you wish to discuss this with 
us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
emailing: editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk; 
telephoning the reporter on 01586 554646 or 
write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your issue 
in a timely and amicable manner. However, if 
you are unsatisfied with our response, you can 
contact IPSO, which will investigate the issue. 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK

Caring is simply something she does for the 
person she loves. 

As she explains: ‘For the last 15 years I’ve been 
caring for Shaun but I de� nitely wouldn’t call 
myself a carer, it’s just something I do as his 
mum. 

‘I’m never, ever, going to give up on my son. 
Life is too short you know; you need to keep 
� ghting.’

On top of the di�  culties this year has pre-
sented, disabled people and the elderly have 
also been le�  with far less support than usual, 
as the Emergency Coronavirus Act allowed 

local authorities to axe their duty of care 
responsibilities. 

Feeling vulnerable and abandoned, many 
carers are close to breaking point.

� is is why we have launched our campaign, 
Care For Carers and the fundraiser Raise a 
Million, aiming to raise £1 million to support 
carers and their loved ones to access respite care 
breaks following lockdown.

We have provided respite care breaks – a vital 
lifeline to so many unpaid home carers and 
their disabled loved ones – for over 57 years.

So, in celebration of Giving Tuesday this 

month, why not pledge to give something spe-
cial to our charity this festive season?

I am so proud to work for Revitalise as we 
amplify the voice of carers, and will continue 
to do so until carers stories are heard. Please 
support our campaign if you can, and help us 
spread the word about the struggles carers are 
facing right now.

To � nd out more about Revitalise, our breaks, 
or the ways that we may be able to support 
guests, please visit: www.revitalise.org.uk or 
call: 0303 303 0145.

Devon Prosser, Revitalise.

Councillor for Kintyre and the Islands Alastair Redman took a breather from his hectic schedule recently to take this photograph of the 
very impressive view, on a very blustery day, from Claddach in Portnahaven. 
If you have a photograph you would like to share, please email it to editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk or send it to us via the Courier’s 
Facebook page.

Local accountant
Brona, new Partner
in Borders firm
Tax expert Brona MacDougall, has just been appointed
as a Partner in one of the largest accountancy �rms in
the South of Scotland. 

Brona, who previously worked in Oban as a chartered
accountant, joined Hawick based accountancy �rm JRW two
years ago. The company, which has o�ces throughout the
Scottish Borders as well as one in Edinburgh, has a diverse
range of clients all over the country.

The former doctor will continue to be based from her home
on the family farm on the Isle of Lismore. As well as being an
expert in agricultural �nance and taxation, Brona is also a
Trust and Estate Practitioner and has undertaken numerous
succession plans, tax work on complex agricultural tenancy
transactions and inheritance tax mitigation plans for large
landed estates. Testament to this expertise, Brona has
recently taken over authorship of the prestigious Bloomsbury
Professional publication ‘Inheritance Tax in Scotland’.

With a considerable amount of experience in dealing with
international tax matters and the tax a�airs of seafarer’s, Brona
has been successful in some complex o�shore disclosures and
regularly deals with non domicile and residence issues.

JRW Partner Brona MacDougall said:
“After only two years, I am delighted to have become a Partner
with JRW and to have the opportunity to grow the �rm’s presence
here in the Highlands and Islands.
Living on the family farm with my husband and two little boys,
means that I bring a considerable amount of valuable experience
to my farming clients. I enjoy being able to take a holistic approach
to my work, as my Trust and Estates quali�cation gives me a good
understanding of the legal aspects of will writing and succession
planning.
Naturally, many people are curious about my previous role as a
doctor and as irrelevant as it may at �rst seem, I believe that my
experience in medicine brings with it many bene�ts. A good
bedside manner in tax matters if that makes sense.
Whether that’s advising a farmer, landowner or seafarer; or indeed
any private individual or business owner, the favourite part of
my job is working with people, understanding their individual
situations and being able to forge relationships with them.
I care about my clients and I look forward to growing business
together for many years to come.”  

Growing business together

We’ll do the
counting

BIGGAR             T 01899 220513

EDINBURGH       T 0131 322 1860

GALASHIELS      T 01896 753374

HAWICK            T 01450 372267

LANGHOLM       T 013873 80730

PEEBLES             T 01721 720947

Accountancy services
Audit
Taxation specialists
Compliance
Business start ups 
Payroll
Business planning  

E BMacDougall@jrwca.com
www.jrwca.comA
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FROM OUR FILESTEN YEARS AGO
Friday December 10, 2010
Jura pays homage to George 
Orwell with writer’s retreat
�e Isle of Jura is reviving the Jura Lodge as a 
writer’s retreat for one weekend only with a 
unique challenge in homage to George Orwell’s 
masterpiece 1984.

�e author famously penned the novel on the 
island more than 60 years ago and the Jura com-
munity is o�ering writers the chance to follow 
in his footsteps.

One budding author will win the chance to 
stay at the island’s exclusive Jura Lodge and 
compose a short story based on the island.

However, they will only have 1,984 minutes to 
compose their story.

To win the competition, writers are being 
asked to submit the �rst 300 words of the pro-
posed short story. �ere are only two criteria: 
the narrative of the short story must take place 
on the island and the story should have a link to 
one of the many myths and legends about Jura.

�e �nished product will be published on the 
Isle of Jura’s website.

A 1920 advertisement encourages Courier 
readers to get their pocket lamps ‘put in 
order’ at MacGeachy’s in Union Street. 

Campbeltown
In the gale of third December, a boat of the 
Campbeltown �shing �eet belonging to Mr 
James Wareham was totally lost at Lochranza.

�e crew had just discharged the cargo at the 
pier when the gale burst upon them. �e sea was 
so heavy that the crew had to jump ashore for 
their lives and look helplessly at the boat being 
smashed to matchwood. �e only salvage is the 
motor engine. Given the present state of the 
�shing industry and the high cost of boats, the 
loss will be seriously felt.
Jura
�e sad news of the death of Neil Cameron, 
youngest son of Mr and Mrs Cameron, Skervuile 
Lighthouse, Jura, has caused the greatest sorrow 
among his many friends on the island and at 
Oban where he was employed for two years on 
the Northern Lighthouse steamer Hesperus and 
held in high esteem by the captain and crew.

He joined the SS Strathlore of the Strath Line 
in July last and made a voyage to the West Indies 
where he accidentally met his death. He was a 
young man of excellent character and his abili-
ties would doubtless have brought him to a high 
place in his profession had he been spared. Many 
expressions of sympathy have been received by 
his sorrowing father, mother, sister and brother 
in the great and sudden sorrow.

Making his �rst appearance as a solicitor at 
Campbeltown Sheri� Court on Friday was Mr 
Patrick Stewart, son of procurator �scal, Mr A 
I B Stewart.

Mr Stewart is the third generation to act as a 
solicitor in Campbeltown. His grandfather was 
Mr Archibald Stewart. Appearing with him 
was Mr John Mactaggart, son of Mr Charles 
Mactaggart. Mr Mactaggart is the ��h genera-
tion in direct descent to work as a solicitor.

�ere are older legal �rms in Scotland than C 
and D Mactaggart, but none with a record of �ve 
generations in direct descent.

Campbeltown is probably the only town in 
Scotland with such legal history. �e stability of 

An estimated £34,000 was pumped into the 
Kintyre economy last weekend with the naming 
of a new class of Stern trawler at Campbeltown 
shipyard.

Around 100 guests travelled to Campbeltown 
for the naming of the latest addition to the �eet 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO
Friday December 15, 1995
Ship launch boost for town

of Peterhead-based George Moodie and Sons 
Trawlers Ltd, Shemarah II.

�ey came in coaches and occupied a 
large number of hotel rooms in and around 
Campbeltown. �e 25.5 metre trawler was 
named by Mrs Jennifer Moodie. It was the 11th 
addition to the family’s �eet she has named.

Piper Derek Wilson of Kintyre District Pipe 
Band played a selection of tunes before the 
naming took place. 

Mr Douglas Moodie said at the naming: ‘She is 
lovely. We had a number of quotes from overseas 
to build her but we wanted to keep the work in 
Scotland.’

FIFTY YEARS AGO
Friday December 11, 1970
Unique legal history

the legal profession in Scotland owes much to 
such family tradition.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
Friday December 4, 1920



DOWN MEMORY LANE
Sponsored by Campbeltown Heritage Centre
Open 11am to 4pm every Monday to Friday until September

� e Campbeltown Courier
Friday 11 December 2020 NEWS 11

� e Courier continues to share the previously 
unpublished prisoner of war diary written by 
Campbeltown soldier Gunner Neil MacLean 
who was captured following the 51st Highland 
Division’s surrender at St Valéry-en-Caux 
during the Second World War.

� e diary, and several photographs of Neil, 
during and a� er the war, were supplied 
by Neil’s son Calum who knew nothing of the 
diary until a� er his father’s death.

� is week continues from June 1941:

June –  Had a long walk to Willinberg XXB. 
Raining heavy. � e usual standing about for 
hours, then into billets, 120 men in each small 
room. A rotten camp.

� e lice have started again. Dinners here not 
very good but luckily we have plenty RC tins 
with us. 3,000 British here, 700 French, some 
Poles, Belgium etc. Hope we are not long in this 
dump.

18th, got registered at 5pm then received 
a complete battledress and overcoat (badly 
needed).

Moved out of Willinberg XXB on the 19th, 
searched and then about one and a half hours 
walk to the station. Passed some lovely houses 
and through a large town, Aidenberg? Very nice.

Landed at station. 49 men in cattle truck, 
wanted to put us in too but complained so they 
put us in with the passengers. With our new rig 
out on it just seemed we were going home on 
leave. Lovely scenery, short run.

Arrived at our place about midnight and 50 
men here before us. Our billet is in with a lot 
of German soldiers and we get what they have. 
Nice wooden beds, double deck, pillow, two 
blankets etc.

Dinner very good and bread ration, one 
loaf between three, sausage and honey etc 
for tea. Very happy here for my � rst day. Four 
Campbeltown boys together. Settled down here 
now. 

All kinds of work from farming to labouring. 
Find the bread ration not plenty when working 
hard all day. Can’t buy bread, tobacco or any-
thing like that. Word of us going back to our 
head camp.

July – 1st, another 20 men arrived today. 
Makes the company up to 90 now. July 6th, 
another 10 men arrived. Hear we are moving 
out on Tuesday, 20 of us.

Moved out on the 8th. We were ordered to 
split into two. � ey wanted to separate us but 
managed to get together. Four Campbeltown 
boys. Driven out in a horse wagon about 10km 
and arrived at Louisenberg on a farm.

Billeted in to two rooms on the farm. Received 
a good dinner. Meals for � rst week – breakfast 
6am, one slice of bread; 10am, one slice of bread 
and jam; dinner, soup and buttermilk; 4pm one 
and a half slices of bread; tea, 8pm, potatoes and 
buttermilk.

Working hours – up at 5.30am, start 7am. One 
and a half hours for dinner and work till 8pm. 
O�  all day on a Sunday. A very long working 
week at hay and hoeing. Having � nished, we 
started cutting the harvest. Very poor, out on 
three � elds with reaper and fourth with binder.

� e guard we had was always chasing us up. 
28th – I could not stand him any longer and we 

had words, furious, he took his ri� e down and 
was going to give it to me in the rear end twice. 
� e next day we had a change of guard, better 
than the � rst one.

� e end of July working hard. � e food just 
so-so, always potatoes, waiting for Red Cross 
Parcel (RCP) to come. � e farmer stands over 
us most of the day.

August – Half another month in, working 
away at the harvest and taking in thrashings. 
On the 5th we received a month’s supply of 
RCPs and did enjoy them. A big change from 
always potatoes.

Our guard had to go away as his wife was ill. A 
new one came in his place and seems very nice. 
Receiving our mail once a week now. It seems to 
be better that way.

� e end of August and nearly all the harvest 
in. � e food has improved this month. Maybe 
we noticed it with us having our RCP.

Received our � rst pay here. RCP � nished, 
waiting for next month’s issue to come. Not 
much mail lately, hope next month is better. 

Our [illegible] storks here le�  the farm this 
month. Was o�  work one and a half day (the � rst 
since a prisoner) with a tummy ache.

Continued in next week’s Courier.

Gunner Neil MacLean’s POW 
diary

Gunner Neil MacLean. 

#WeAreScotland gov.scot/coronavirus

Book a test if you have symptoms.

Stopping the spread starts with all of us.



�e Campbeltown Courier
Friday 11 December 202012  NEWS

Campbeltown’s oldest and 
longest-running football club, 
due to celebrate its 102nd anni-
versary in 2021, has launched a 
new project to develop Kintyre 
Park.

�e ongoing project, which 
will address future needs and 
issues, has started with the 
renovation and extension of 
the changing accommodation 
at the town’s historic commu-
nity football ground, the home 
of Campbeltown Pupils AFC.

As the area’s only surviving 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League representative 
and  lease holders of the 
building for the last 36 
years from Argyll and Bute 
Council, the Pupils, as they 
are better known, have taken 
the important step of engaging 
Calum McKinven, building 
contractors, to remove the old 
corrugated iron roo�ng and 
replace it with new pro-forma 
plastisol sheeting.

�e club has also raised 
funds to build an extension 
to the building on the inward 
side to include a new match 
o�cial’s dressing room and a  
boiler room. As a club o�cial 

explained, the club intends to 
renew the electrics and replace 
the old showers to provide 
players and o�cials with mod-
ern washing facilities, along 
with other works.

�e renovations will create 
more space within the two 
original changing areas to 
provide additional seating to 
accommodate today’s 16-play-
er squads.

A spokesperson said: ‘A more 
ambitious plan was originally 
mooted, but the country’s exit 
from the European Union and 
subsequent loss of social fund-
ing put an end to thoughts 
beyond the club’s immediate 
means.

‘Le� with an uphill task a�er 
Brexit, we turned to the com-
munity and a host of interested 
benefactors to help our cause.

‘As you can imagine, as part 
of an extremely kind and 
giving community, at no time 
was the club found wanting in 
pursuit of the required funds 
to reach its goal.’

�e pavilion project has 
started and still has a few 
months to run, but improve-
ments are already in place to 

the changing accommodation 
originally built by the club 
and rededicated to the sport 
in 1987.

On that occasion, a complete 
building and drainage scheme 
was carried out and the park 
reopened with the visit of 
professional club Greenock 
Morton.

Ally McGraw, famous as a 
player with Glasgow Rangers 
and later legendary manager 
at the ‘tail of the Bank’, and 
his assistant John McMaster 
of Aberdeen’s European Cup 
Winners Cup fame marked the 
occasion by bringing their full 
squad to Kintyre Park.

It was a day in which the 
Pupils football club would ex-
cel beyond belief, as they had 
the temerity to score almost 
from the �rst kick when Kevan 
Gilchrist rammed the ball 
home in the �rst attack of the 
game, only to be pegged back 
by a last minute penalty kick 
as the match �nished in a 1-1 
draw. 

A proud day and a proud 
moment in the history of the 
local club.

A number of famous play-

Kintyre Park pavilion project kicks off

The new match o�cial’s extension at Kintyre Park. 

So that was 2020...
Interviews with top authors, actors & singers... 

James Cosmo talks fi shing & Father Christmas... 
Stuart Hogg on horse riding... Father of fantasy 
fi ction.. Wonderful world of owls... SF Quiz of 
the Year... Recipes from The Seafood Shack...

January issue

Exclusive 
So that was 
2020 feature
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Kintyre Park pavilion project kicks off

ers have worn the Pupils’ 
white jersey in bygone days, 
notably amateur and junior 
internationalist the Rev BB 
Blackwood, John Duran, 
captain of Swansea City, Hugh 

The new roof at Kintyre Park’s pavilion. 

Smith of She�eld Wednesday 
and the incredible Johnny 
Moscardini – capped nine 
times for Italy.

�e Wee Toon also had play-
ers who appeared at full in-

ternational level for Scotland, 
with Peter Purcell of Glasgow 
Rangers and Neil McBain of 
Manchester United, Everton 
and Liverpool the pick of the 
crop.

�e club would like to rec-
ognise the contribution these 
players made to local football 
with a photographic record at 
the park, the same to include 
the club’s more modern 

luminaries who achieved 
senior football and amateur 
international recognition a�er 
gracing the green swathes of 
Kintyre Park.

�e club thanks everyone 
who contributed to the project, 
including members of the 
public who gave freely to it.

Also, the various trusts, 
businesses, grant authorities 
and community support 
funds like Energiekontor UK, 
Scottish Football Partnership, 
the late Maisie Wareham, 
Machrihanish Airbase 
Community Company, Tesco 
Bags of Help/Groundwork 
UK, Co-operative Community 
Fund, �e Rotary Club of 
Campbeltown, Campbeltown 
Community Council/Tangy 
2 Windfarm, Campbeltown 
Common Good Fund and 
Campbeltown Loyal Rangers 
Supporters Club.

�e spokesperson added: ‘A 
special mention must go to our 
many supporters whose back-
ing provides welcome encour-
agement throughout the year, 
our main sponsor, McFadyen 
Contractors Ltd, for lengthy 
and invaluable �nancial and 

technical assistance, Phoenix 
Motors and Jim and Carol 
Green of the Feathers Inn for 
hospitality and sponsorship, 
James and Elaine at the 
Kilbrannan Bar, Mick at the 
Ailsa, Robert at the Kinloch 
Bar, Wee Toon Trends and 
Galbraith and Cochrane’s for 
assistance with our weekly lot-
tery. �anks also to everyone 
who contributes towards the 
upkeep of the club by buying 
our tickets every week.

‘A ‘thank-you’ is also due to 
the various contractors which 
will take part in the project: 
HN �omson, plumbing; 
George Conley, building work; 
Neil Galbraith, electrician; 
and Calum McKinven, main 
contractor.

‘A board will be erected at 
Kintyre Park to acknowledge 
the assistance of those who 
gave to our cause. �ank you is 
simply not enough.’
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Street lighting repairs are 
gradually returning to normal 
in Argyll and Bute, an o�  cer 
has insisted, a� er a councillor 
complained the Covid pan-
demic was becoming a ‘go-to 
answer’.

Kintyre and the Islands 
Councillor Alastair Redman 
made the statement a� er a 
report revealed less than one 
in three street light repair jobs 
were completed within 10 days 
from July to September.

A pilot project is planned 
as part of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s e� ort to get com-
munities helping with winter 
maintenance.

A report says the authority 
had hoped to consult with 
residents earlier this year on 

interest in helping to keep 
paths and pavements clear 
during the winter. However, 
it was delayed due to Covid-19 
and a consultation and pilot 
will take place this winter.

� e details are in a report 
considered by the council’s 

environment, development 
and infrastructure committee 
at a meeting via Skype on 
December 3.

Executive director Kirsty 
Flanagan said: ‘� e council 
previously allocated speci� c 
funds as part of the winter 

maintenance budget to sup-
port community engagement 
and resilience relating to 
winter maintenance. To sup-
port the development of the 
scheme we are looking to run 
one pilot somewhere in Argyll 
and Bute with an established 

community group.
‘On-the-ground feedback 

from a pilot partner would 
provide further useful data to 
inform the roll-out.’

Ms Flanagan listed various 
criteria for community 
groups to become involved 

in the pilot, including that 
its work be undertaken on a 
reactive basis but there should 
be no expectation by the 
council for the group to ‘turn 
out’ at any point and that all 
PPE and equipment should be 
provided by the authority.

Streetlight repair supplies 
starting to fi lter through

Council to pilot community involvement for winter maintenance

But Jim Smith, the authority’s 
head of roads and amenity ser-
vices, said supplies for street 
lighting repairs were being 
restored.

� e discussion took place 
at a meeting of the council’s 
environment, development 
and infrastructure committee 
on � ursday December 3. 

According to the report, 
only 29 per cent of street 
lighting faults were � xed 
during those three summer 

months – against a target 
of 75 per cent. Councillor 
Redman told the meeting: 
‘Our roads department was 
already between a rock and a 
hard place before Covid. We 
were short on resources and 
there were many things to � x. 
I don’t mean to pile on at the 
time of a pandemic, but it does 
concern me the length of time 
it is taking to � x street lighting.

‘Very o� en the answer from 
the roads department is that 

due to Covid or sta�  ng, we 
won’t be able to have anybody 
look at the light for the next 
month. I am a little concerned 
that Covid is a go-to answer 
now for everything. Perhaps 
that is unfair, but I have con-
cerns if street lighting is not 
going to be looked at quicker.’

Mr Smith responded: ‘I can 
give assurance that we are 
not using Covid as an excuse. 
� ere are glitches out there and 
through the winter months 

street lighting repairs are 
more numerous than during 
the summer.’ Provost David 
Kinniburgh then asked: ‘Do 
we have any update on when 
the supplier might be opening 
up again?’

Mr Smith answered: ‘� ere 
are supply challenges in nu-
merous areas, but the demand 
remains the same, not just 
in the UK but across Europe 
as well. � e general position 
is that things are starting to 

trickle through. We are not 
in the position we were in 
pre-March to get things o�  
the shelf, but it is beginning to 
improve.’

� e report stated: ‘Due to 
the team being signi� cantly 
reduced for a substantial 
period of time, the lighting 
team has been prioritising 
lighting repairs. Actions are 
being taken to ensure the street 
lighting team has the resources 
necessary to carry out repairs.’
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A disease attacking larch 
trees has been identi�ed at 20 
new sites across the west of 
Scotland including Loch Fyne, 
Loch Awe, Lochaline, Kintyre 
and Mull.

Forestry and Land Scotland’s 
(FLS) West Region team is 
drawing up long-term emer-
gency plans to deal with its 
spread but has warned it will 
involve ‘substantial changes 
to some well-loved landscapes 
over the next four years but it’s 
urgent work’.

Steps to halt Phytophthora 
ramorum are being taken but 
it will mean more tree felling, 
new forest roads, as well as 
existing roads being upgraded 
and harvesting facilities 
constructed.

FLS is also working on 
replanting plans to reduce the 
visual impact. Of the 20 sites 
identi�ed, 12 have to be felled 
by the middle of February next 
year with the remaining nine 

sites being felled before the end 
of March 2021.

Andy Hunt, FLS West Region 
manager, said: ‘It’s a real blow 
to have so many sites to deal 
with. 

‘It’s going to substantially tax 
our resources and challenge 
our planning and delivery 
teams. 

‘As well as dealing with these 
sites of infection, we’re also 
getting our normal opera-

tions back on track a�er the 
Covid-19 lockdown. It’s going 
to be a long haul that will see 
substantial changes to some 
well-loved landscapes over the 
next four years but it’s urgent 
work that we have to do if we 
are to slow the spread of the 
disease to other sites. 

‘As we get this work started,  
we will have to close some 
sites for public safety but we 
will make people aware of the 

closures before we start work. 
We appreciate that this might 
cause some inconvenience for 
local people and visitors but 
we would urge everyone to ob-
serve the on-site safety signs.’

�e team will work on the 
removal of infected larch trees 
following requirements of 
Statutory Plant Health Notices 
served by regulator Scottish 
Forestry. 

�e intention is to fell 
additional larch over the next 
four years to reduce further 
infection.

Mr Hunt is also asking for 
the public’s help to control the 
disease spread by following 
Keep It Clean advice: ‘Spores 
that cause this disease can be 
carried to una�ected sites in 
mud and forest debris so please 
take a few minutes to brush or 
wipe o� boots, bike wheels, 
tent pegs and even your dog’s 
paws before and a�er a visit to 
any woodland in the area.’

Families across Argyll are be-
ing encouraged to get moving 
this Christmas by pledging to 
walk once a day.

Scotland’s walking charity 
Paths for All has highlighted 
the importance of a daily walk 
to keep up physical and mental 
wellbeing during winter.

�e plea comes as the char-
ity launches its Walk Once 
a Day campaign and a new 
online hub giving lots of ideas, 
activities and information 
designed to motivate everyone 
to get outdoors with nature 
spotting tips, podcast recom-
mendations, location advice, 
community and festive walks 
and creative walking. �e 

winter initiative will also o�er 
incentives to those who take 
up the challenge to walk once 
a day through December and 
January.

Dr Gregor Smith, Scotland’s 
chief medical o�cer, said: 
‘Regular walking is a powerful 
tonic. It helps to boost our im-
mune system and those of us 
able to should strive to get the 
bene�t this winter. A 30-min-
ute daily walk is one of the best 
ways to look a�er yourself and 
it’s something we can do from 
our own front door.’

For more on Paths for All 
and the Walk Once a Day cam-
paign, visit pathsforall.org.uk/
walkonceaday

Urgent larch felling will 
change Argyll landscapes

Walking is one of the best things people can do for their 
health.

Walk this way for winter health
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A single-use mask
A single-use mask is where all our sins hide,
We’re featureless beings with virus denied.
Where some people dump as never before,
All types of trash and masks on the �oor.
So relieved at survival with attitude blasé,
They ignore everybody, see things their way.
No more the highwayman or stranger in dress,
We lack expression; to hide our distress.
Endless the tide,
Endless the waves,
Endless the plastic,
When nobody cares.
Or down on the ground,
With lack of concern,
Littering is a pleasure,
When �ning’s not found.
Our lives are threatened, drowning within,
As ignorance pervades those with thick skin,
For they are the problem, their libertine views,
Manipulating science while hiding the clues.

A Campbeltown woman with 
a penchant for poetry has 
shared her latest piece with the 
Courier.

Rosie Morrison hopes her 
verse about the wonders of 
natures may bring ‘a wee bit 
of peace or joy to people, espe-
cially those who are grieving 
or alone’.

The wonders of nature
I feel a gentle breeze on my 
face along with the heat from 
the sun, it feels like a warm 
comforting hug, familiar and 
safe.

I hear horses galloping 
in the �eld, hoofs crashing 
to the ground like a small 

seismic shi� from the earth’s 
core.

Zooming across the �eld, 
making their glorious sounds 
like an orchestra’s symphony 
that �lls my soul with a mys-
terious magical connection of 
pure wonderment.

I see and smell �owers, 
standing tall in the soil like 
little rainbows, bursting with 
vibrant colours swaying in 
the breeze with such natural 
beauty and gracefulness.

Bees are buzzing their hum-
ming sound is like a dozen 
kazoos played by a group 
of excited children in the 
playground.

Looking up to the sky, the 

clouds are so �u�y and white 
like candy �oss that you can’t 
wait to bite into its sweet 
sugary taste.

Nature has many wonderful 
sights, sounds and scents. 
We just have to be still and 
quiet to enjoy all of its natural 
beauty and magni�cence.

Poet pens topical verse 
about lockdown littering
A former Campbeltown man now living in 
Musselburgh has shared with the Courier a 
poem he penned during lockdown.

Jim McRobert has written many poems in 
recent months, some of which were published 
at the Edinburgh International Book Festival.

�e topics vary from current a�airs like 
Covid-19 and US politics to nostalgic pieces 

re�ecting on his younger years. �e one 
featured in this week’s Courier is all about 
single-use face masks.

Jim told the Courier: ‘Some were written 
at the beginning of lockdown a�er a visit to 
Campbeltown. Although I’ve always called 
Campbeltown my home, I only lived there for 
20 years.’

Rosie 
reflects 
on 
natureRosie Morrison. 
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Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from  
John Smith, 

Campbeltown

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours  

from John Smith,  
Lochgilphead

John and Jane 
Smith, Tarbert

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

MESSAGE 20 words maximum

Your personal Christmas messages

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £20

CC/AA

We’re giving you an extra week !
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Your weekly puzzle challenge

Each question has four possible answers and is worth from one to 15 points. Circle your 
chosen answers and keep a record of your points total. Maximum total points 120.

QUESTION 1 – for 1 point:
The navigation light on the port side of a ship 
is what colour?
A Blue
B White
C Red
D Green
QUESTION 2 – for 2 points:
The fictional schoolboy wizard Harry Potter 
uses which bank?
A Natwitch
B Masterspells
C Gringotts
D Hagrids
QUESTION 3 – for 3 points:
What are Pikachu, Turtwig and Bidoof?
A Elves in The Lord of the Rings
B Rabbits in Watership Down
C Nephews of Shrek
D Pokémon characters
QUESTION 4 – for 4 points:
Which of the following films is not part of the 
X-Men movie franchise?
A Deadpool
B The Dark Knight
C The Wolverine
D Dark Phoenix
QUESTION 5 – for 5 points:
From 2010 until 2016, comedian Sue Perkins 
co-hosted which popular cooking show?
A The Great British Bake Off
B Saturday Kitchen
C Great British Menu
D Ready Steady Cook
QUESTION 6 – for 6 points:
What do dragonflies eat?
A Mosquitos
B Pollen
C They do not eat after the nymph stage
D Fish eggs

QUESTION 7 – for 7 points:
Which musical instruction means to play 
fast?
A Adagio
B Allegro
C Largo
D Andante
QUESTION 8 – for 8 points:
The TV soap Emmerdale is set in which 
fictional community?
A Beckindale
B Scarsdale
C Ferndale
D Glovedale
QUESTION 9 – for 9 points:
Which group swept the board at the 1995 Brit 
Awards, winning best group, best single, best 
album and best video?
A Simply Red
B Oasis
C The Verve
D Blur

QUESTION 10 – for 10 points:
The world’s longest road tunnel is in which 
country?
A Switzerland
B South Island, New Zealand
C Norway
D Cape Town, South Africa
QUESTION 11 – for 11 points:
What, in Italy, is added to pasta to make it 
black?
A Truffle essence
B Squid ink
C Walnut juice
D Inkcap mushroom
QUESTION 12 – for 12 points:
The political parties FRELIMO and RENAMO 
fought a 16-year civil war in which country?
A Angola
B Namibia
C Somalia
D Mozambique
QUESTION 13 – for 13 points:
Which planet in our solar system spins the 
fastest?
A Jupiter
B Earth
C Venus
D Mercury
QUESTION 14 – for 14 points:
In which country is the temple of Angkor 
Wat?
A Vietnam
B Cambodia
C Burma
D Laos
QUESTION 15 – for 15 points:
What was the name of novelist John 
Steinbeck’s poodle and travelling 
companion?
A Oliver
B Benson
C Charley
D Henry

Comedian Sue Perkins. See Question 5

 2. Juddering (7)
 7. Masculine (4)
 8. Particle (4)
 9. Kenyan (7)
 10. Amount owed (4)
 12. Leaves (4)
 15. Creates (5)
 17. Panted (6)
 18. Rank (6)
 19. Commences (6)
 21. Band (6)
 22. Malice (5)
 23. Horse’s gait (4)
 26. Hardens (4)
 28. Organise (7)
 29. Part of foot (4)
 30. Close by (4)
 31. Draw out (7)
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Can you find the celebrity name hidden in this Starspot Crossword? 
Complete the crossword in the normal way then make a note of the 
letters contained in all the squares which are marked with shaded 
stars. These letters will make an anagram of the name you are 
looking for.

ACROSS DOWN

The Accumulator Quiz

8 4
8 3 4

6 9 5
1 2 9 5 8 7
5 6 7 1 9

3 4 5
7 9 8 1

3 5 1
4 7 3 2

There is just one simple rule in Sudoku. Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.

6 7
2 9 5

9 2 6
7 9

9 4 8 5
9 4
5 8

6 4 2 3
5 3 6 4

6 8 5 4
8 4 9 7 1

2
8

1 4
7 6 1 4
2 3

5 7 1 3
6 1 5
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 1. Feel concern (4)
 2. Chair (4)
 3. In another country (6)
 4. Units of length (6)
 5. Work party (4)
 6. Jest (4)
 10. Lay down (7)
 11. Bison (7)
 13. Draft (7)
 14. Female siblings (7)
 15. Encounters (5)
 16. Territory (5)
 20. Liveliness (6)
 21. Poetic unit (6)
 24. Smell (4)
 25. Narrative (4)
 26. Dispatched (4)
 27. Ensnare (4) These puzzle pages are supplied by © Sirius Media Services Ltd. To try our new puzzle, Zygolex, go to www.zygolex.com – available as a book or as an app.
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Jimmy & Jean Armour, 
17a John Street 

wish all their family, 
friends & neighbours 

a merry Christmas & a 
Happy New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Mary & Margaret 
Sinclair, Machrihanish

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Sheena & Alastair 
Ward, 4 Castlepark

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Angus & Anne, 

Rockfi eld

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives 
& friends from John 

& Fiona Mason, 
2 Castlepark

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Pearl & Dougie 

McEachran

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

from 
Jimmy Anderson, 

6 Flemings 
Land, Castlehill, 
Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

love from Isabel 
McConachie 
“Garavoirne”

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives 
& friends in Kintyre 

from Neil & 
Susan Smith

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all of our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Fiona & Frank 

Blake, Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Hughie & 
Bertha Newlands

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Flora Brock, 
Lochgilphead

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Rachel 
McMurchy

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Jan Robertson, 

Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

 to all my 
relatives, friends & 
neighbours from 
Hamish Jackson, 

Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from 
Betty MacCallum, 

Ralston Road

Season’s greetings

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Beth Campbell, 

Lorne Campbell 
Court

Wishing family, 
friends & neighbours

a merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Year 
love form Catherine 

Lang & family

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
best wishes Hamish 
Thomson & Cathie, 

Dahlrae

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Stewart 
McGougan

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to relatives, friends & 
neighbours with love 

to you all from 
Ella McKinven

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Lesley Mitchell, 

Campbeltown

We wish all our 
friends & neighbours

a merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year 

from John & 
Veronica Martin

Love & 
best wishes

to all my friends & 
family, God bless 
Agnes McAlister, 

Graeholme

Phyllis & Tommy 
Angus, Lochgilphead

would like to wish 
everyone a very Merry 
Christmas & a Happy 

New Year

SEASONS GREETINGS
to all my relatives, 

friends & neighbours 
from Doris Newlands, 

Campbeltown

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

to our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Hamish, 
Catherine, Lindsay 
& Alison Armour.

Marion & 
George Reid

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas & good 
New Year

Arthur & 
Marjorie

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

Jock MacVicar

wishes relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
a happy Christmas 
& a much happier 

New Year

Wishing 
everyone a happy 

Christmas & 
a healthy 2021 

Willie McKerral, 
Bleachfi eld

Lochgilphead 
Age Concern 

Committee

wish all our senior 
citizens a merry 

Christmas & a Happy 
New Year

Dave & Isobel 
Davis 

wish all their family 
& friends a Merry 

Christmas & a safer & 
better 2021

Neil & Jean 
McEachran, 

Campbeltown
would like to wish all 
relatives, friends & 
neighbours a merry 

Christmas

Alison & George, 
17 WITCHBURN 

ROAD

wish you all the very 
best for Christmas 

& New Year

18  PERSONAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGES

Your personal Christmas messages for 2020
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Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Esther Thomson, 
Campbeltown

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Colin Lang

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my family, 
friends & neighbours 
from Muriel Deans, 

30 Castleacres, 
Campbeltown

Alex and John 
Johnston, Stanley 
Place, Dell Road

would like to wish all 
our relatives, friends 
and neighbours a 

merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our family, friends 
and neighbours love 
Ishbel, Iona, Paul, 

Feuna, John &  
Peter-John

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all our friends & 
neighbours from  

Teena & Phil Moore

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Dorothy and 
Teddy Russell

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Margaret & John 

Park, Muasdale.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Margaret Deans.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from John MacVean, 
15 Lynn Court, Oban

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our friends and 
neighbours from Janet 
and Willie, MacIntyre

To all my family, 
relatives & friends

 a very merry 
Christmas and a 

Happy New Year from 
Agnes Graham

Trish Pearson 

wishing all my friends 
in South Kintyre a 

happy Christmas & 
hopefully we will have 

a better New Year. 
Take care, stay safe, 

Trish

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from John MacMillan 

M.B.E., Southend

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my family, friends 
& neighbours from 

Tommy Graham, No 4 
Glenbarr Cottages

Merry Christmas 

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
home & away love 

from Cathie Duncan & 
Alasdair, 8 Glenside

Jan & Brian 
Wilkinson, Taynuilt

wish all relatives & 
friends a peaceful 
Christmas & all the 

best for 2021

SEASONS GREETINGS
Anne, Sarena &  

Rhianna wish you  
peace & much to look 

forward to in 2021. 
Keep safe xxx

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all our family friends 
& neighbours from 

Margaret & Ali Jones, 
Springhill

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my family, friends 
& neighbours from 
Archie Greenless, 

4 Front Row, 
Drumlemble

SEASONS GREETINGS

wishing friends and 
neighbours a merry 

Christmas & a Happy 
New Year from  

Violet Grieg

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my family, 
friends & neighbours 
from Flora Gillespie, 

Dalaruan

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Isobel MacKay

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all our colleagues, 
neighbours, friends  

& families from Alisdair, 
Lorraine, Rachael  

& Campbell

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Donald &  
Sadie Colville.

WARM CHRISTMAS 
GREETINGS

to all my family, friends 
& neighbours & may 
2021 be a good New 
Year to you all from 

Mary Lavery

Neil & Betty 
McLellan, 

Campbeltown

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

Janette Ramsay

would like to wish all 
her relatives, friends 

& neighbours a merry 
Christmas & a healthy 
New Year in Carradale 

and Campbeltown

Maisie Scott, 
Meadowpark

would like to wish 
all her friends & 

neighbours a merry 
Christmas

Moira & Willie 
Watson

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

John and 
Margaret 
Fletcher, 

Ardrishaig
would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 

& neighbours a  
merry Christmas

Alex & Margaret 
MacKinnon, 

Learigg

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

More Christmas 
messages will  
be published 
next week
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN COURIER AND ADVERTISER:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

United Auctions, December 5, Dalmally: 
sold 467 Store cattle and 36 Breeding 
cattle. Bullocks sold to £1340 for two, 
661kg, CharX and one, 634kg, LimX from I 
R Morrison, 13 Eoligarry, Barra to average 
£690.09 (+£48.96) and Heifers sold to 
£1220 for three, 203kg, Bluegrey’s from 
J & J MacPherson, Balliemeanoch Farm, 
Dalmally to average £618.70 (+£20.74). 
Bullocks sold to 285.4p/kg for a pen of 
eight, 240kg, CharX from Laggan Farms, 
Killinochonoch Farm to average 232.63p/
kg (+9.98p) and heifers sold to 601p/
kg for three, 203kg, Bluegrey’s from J & 
J MacPherson, Balliemeanoch Farm to 
average 230.29p/kg (+14.13p). A good 
selection of quality bred cattle greeted 
a strong force of buyers and all classes 
sold at very favourable rates for sellers 
and in keeping with other principal 
mainland centres.  As this sale concludes 
all Dalmally & Oban sales for this year, 
United Auctions wish to thank everyone 
for their patronage during 2020 and we 
wish you all a prosperous 2021.
Leading Lots & Prices Per Head
Bullocks – AAx - £840(2), Steall; £810, 
Achnacreemore. BSHx - £1030, £890, 
£800, Ashgrove. BRBx - £1090, 13 
Eoligarry, Barra; £980(5), Lephinchapel. 
CHARx - £1340(2), £1090, 13 Eoligarry; 
£910, Musdale; £850, Fearnoch; £850(5), 
Kildavaig. LIMx - £1340, £1280, £1220(2), 
13 Eoligarry, Barra; £1100, £930, 10 

Eoligarry, Barra; £930, 16 Carnoch; 
£900(2), Craignafeoch. LUINGx - £705(4), 
Luss Estate. SIMx - £1300, 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra; £900, £810(3) Dalmore. WBSHx - 
£760(3), Balliemeanoch.
Heifers – AAx - £720, Glenfeochan Estate. 
BSHx - £970, £860, Ashgrove. BRBx 
- £900, Lephinchapel. BLG - £1220(3), 
£1190(2), £1000, Balliemeanoch 
Farm. CHARx - £780, Fearnoch Farm. 
LIMx - £890, 10 Eoligarry, Barra; £870, 
16 Carnoch; £860, £850, 10 Eoligarry; 
£850, Duncroisk. SIMx - £810, Frackersaig 
Farms. WBSHx - £1040(3), Ardchatten H F.
Breeding Cattle – Cow & 
Calf - £1050, Keppoch Farm. Incalf 
Heifers - £1650(LimX), £1550(SimX), 
£1500(SimX), Dall Farm; £1450(SimX), 
Duncroisk; £1400(BSHx), £1300(2)(SHx), 
Braes of Ardeonaig; £1200(BRBx), Succoth 
Ardeonaig. Incalf Cows - £880(SimX), 
Craig Farm. Bulling Heifers - £950(BRBx), 
£880(AAx), Succoth Ardeonaig.
Leading Prices per Kilo
Bullocks – AAx – 236p(2), Steall; 235p, 
Achnacreemore; 233p, 13 Eoligarry; 
233p(2), Steall; 232p, Blarchascaig. 
BSHx – 255p(2), Tiretigan; 234p(2), 
Shellachan; 230p(2), Tiretigan; 223p, 
Dalmore; 223p(2), Stronmagachan. BRBx 
– 274p(5), Lephinchapel. BLG – 234p(7), 
Balliemeanoch. CHARx – 285p(8), 
284p(5), 275p(2), Laggan Farms; 271p(5), 
Kildavaig; 269p, Fearnoch; 258p, Mus-

dale; 252p(5), Laggan Farms; 252p, 250p, 
Musdale; 250p, Fearnoch; 246p, Musdale; 
246p, Fearnoch; 242p(6), Laggan Farms. 
LIMx – 275p(2), Barbreck; 274p(3), 10 
Eoligarry, Barra; 272p, Barbreck; 264p(2), 
Kiloran Farms; 263p(2), Tullochcan; 
259p(4), 10 Eoligarry; 256p(9), Keppoch  
Farm; 253p, Ardchatten; 252p(2), Ellary 
Estate; 252p, 5 Eoligarry. LUINGx – 254p, 
Airds Bay; 253p(5), 252p(5), 251p(7), 
Oransay; 239p(4), Luss Estate. 
SALx - 247p(3), 236p(2), Brenchoille; 
236p, Machrins. SIMx – 262p, Tigh Na 
Cille; 252p(2), Achnacreemore; 250p, 
Cairnbaan; 245p(2), Frackersaig; 239p(3), 
Luss Estate. 
Heifers – AAx – 247p, Glenfeochan 
Estate; 246p(6), Blarchascaig. 
BSHx – 239p, Scallasaig; 234p, 
Achallader. BRBx – 319p, Lephinchapel. 
BLG – 601p(3), 513p(2), 431p, 296p(2), 
234p, Balliemeanoch. CHARx – 258p(6), 
Kildavaig; 246p(2), Musdale; 237p(2), 
Tullochmhor; 234p, Fearnoch; 233p, 
Escart. LIMx – 265p, 10 Eoligarry; 261p, 
16 Carnoch; 252p(2), Tullochmhor; 
247p(2), 239p, 237p(3), 10 Eoligarry; 
236p(3), Kiloran Farmers. 235p(2), Otter 
Estate. SIMx – 253p, Drimnin Estate; 
251p(3), Machrins; 248p, 2 Kiel Croft; 
244p, Frackersaig; 239p(2), Scallasaig; 
236p, Kiloran Farmers; 233p(7), Luss 
Estate; 233p, Scallasaig. 
Dingwall and Highland Marts Ltd, 

December 4, Fort William: sold 61 store 
cattle, 6 OTM cattle and 545 sheep.

Bullocks (39) sold to 257.1p per kilo for 
a 210kg Charolais cross from 3 Rhubana 
View, Morar, and £1,100 gross for a 595kg 
Charolais cross from Achnabobane, Spean 
Bridge.
Heifers (22) sold to 226.4p per kilo for a 
265kg Beef Shorthorn cross from Grianan, 
Glencoe, and £690 gross for a pair of 
370kg Limousin crosses from Fersit, Roy 
Bridge.  
OTM cows (6) sold to 138.0p per kilo for 
a 500kg Shorthorn cross from Annat, 
Banavie, and £790 gross for a 690kg 
Aberdeen Angus from Steall, Fort 
William.
Store lambs (319) sold to £72.50 gross 
for Texel crosses from 19 Blarmafoldach, 
Fort William.
Feeding sheep (226) sold to £100 gross 
for a pen of Cross wedders from Meall Mo 
Chridhe, Kilchoan.
Other leading prices per head & per kilo:
Bullocks – 201 – 250kg – 3 Rhubana 
View, £540, 1 Kinsadel, Morar, 225.5p; 
251 – 300kg – Cul-A-Bhile, Bohuntin, 
£590, Alttour, Spean Bridge, 210.9p; 
301- 350kg – Dalreoch, Roy Bridge, £710, 
Fersit, 225.8p; 401kg and over – 118 
Achnaha, Kilchoan, £820.
Heifers – 201-250kg – Cul-A-Bhile, £440, 
3 Rhubana View, 222.2p; 251-300kg 

– Grianan, £600, 1 Kinsadel, 223.5p; 
301-350kg – Fersit, £680, 200.0p.
Other leading prices per head
Lambs: Chev – Drumbuie, Drumnadro-
chit, £70.50; TexX – Traigh Farm, Arisaig, 
£67.50; Cross – Insh Farm, Spean Bridge, 
£66; BF – Ardtornish Farms, Morven, 
£65, Insh Farm, £60; Lly – Torlundy, Fort 
William, £59.
Feeding sheep: Cross ewe – Meall Mo 
Chridhe, £96.50; TexX wdr – Meall Mo 
Chridhe, £95; Chev ewe – Glentruim 
Farms, Newtonmore, £84.50; Lly 
ram – Steall, £76; BF – East Croft Roy, 
Newtonmore, £70.50.
United Auctions, December 1, Oban: sold 
579 store cattle and 14 Breeding Cattle. 
Bullocks sold to £1280 for a 306kg, LimX 
from A &amp; I MacInnes, Ruaig, Tiree 
to average £673.90 (+£6.67) and Heifers 
sold
to £2100 for a 306kg, LimX from the same 
home to average £693.85 (+£65.14). The 
same Bullock topped the sale per kilo 
selling at 418.3p/kg to average 237.39p/
kg (+12.65p) and the same heifer topped 
the sale at 686.3p/kg to average 256.93p/
kg (+31.59p). A good show of quality 
bred cattle sold well and to a strong
force of buyers. An increased number of 
calves with future show potential sold 
extremely well, in particular heifers, 
giving purchasers a second option for top 
class breeding animals. A feature of the 

salewas the consignment of cattle from 
Ruaig, Tiree which proved to be in high 
demand.
LEADING PRICES PER HEAD
BULLOCKS – AAx - £950, 11 Eoligarry, 
Barra. BSHx - £925, Glenbeg. BRBx 
- £1100, £900(2), Strathnafanaig. CHARx - 
£885(3), Ballochgair. LIMx - £1280, £1120, 
Ruaig, Tiree; £1080, Achnacree Beag; 
£1000, Tyree; £1000, Barcaldine HF; £980, 
Low Dunashery; £980, Woodend; £950, 
Balligarve; £950, Achnacree Bay; £910,
Achnaba; £900, Strathnafanaig; £900, 
Ardtur. LUIx - £750(2), Scammadale. 
SIMx - £1010, Achnacreemore; £970, Keil, 
Duror; £950, Achnacreemore. SHx - £885, 
Balure of Shian.
HEIFERS – AAx - £980, Ruaig; £885, Keil, 
Southend. BRBx - £1750, Ruaig; £1550, 
Tyree; £1550, Strathnafanaig; £1500, 
Lephinchapel; £1320(2), Tyree; £1320, 
Strathnafanaig; £1250, £1180(2),
Lephinchapel; £1180, £1120, Tyree; 
£1020, Strathnafanaig; £1000, £920, 
Lephinchapel. CHARx - £840(2),
Ballochgair. LIMx - £2100, £2000, Ruaig; 
£1650, Woodend; £1420, Ruaig; £1350, 
£1250, Tyree; £1100, Ruaig; £1050, 
Tyree; £1040, Achnacree Beag; £1000, 
Achadhbeag; £980, Balnagown; £950, 
Ruaig; £940(2), Achnaba.
BREEDING CATTLE – INCALF COWS - £900, 
6 Goular, North Uist; £850, 239 Bruernish, 
Barra.

Around the markets

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u

C
A

M E R
O
N

D
A V I

Dest. 
1975 

    

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

WINTER IS HERE!

SAVE £££ OFF THE AWARD WINNING SUBARU RANGE
Offers end 31st December 2020

Forester
Save £3,000 
For a limited time only, we’re offering 
£3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But 
hurry, this winter special offer only 
applies to a limited number of vehicles 

Subaru Levorg
SAVE 2,500 
Effortless on the motorway. 
A joy on winding coastal roads. 
Comfortable and capable around 
town.

Outback
Save £4,000 
Drive away a brand-new Outback 
and save £4,000 in our biggest ever 
stock clearance. But hurry, this offer is 
available for a limited time only 

S&S Services are following the correct Health & Safety protocol 
regarding COVID-19 and are working hard to keep staff & visitors safe 

during their new car experience. CALL TODAY ON 01292 880080
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West Coast MOTORING

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES



RECRUITMENT
North Argyll House

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Currently recruiting for: 

Senior Carer
 Qualification; Nursing or SVQ level 3 in health 

and social care essential. £12.12 per hour

Care Assistant
From £9.30 per hour

Housekeeping Assistant
£8.72 per hour

Full and part-time permanent positions. 
For an application form 
contact 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Care Home for the Elderly

Office Administrator/Finance Officer
North Argyll Eventide Home requires an expe-
rienced dedicated individual to fill the post of 
Office Administrator/Finance Officer, with fi-
nancial and some secretarial responsibilities. 
This position covers a wide range of duties 
including production of monthly management 
accounts, online banking, negotiation of costs 
for contracts and equipment, and participation 
and minute taking at board meetings. This is 
a permanent flexible post, approximately 20 
hours per week, and remuneration will be be-
tween £16,000 and £18,720 depending on abil-
ity and experience. The individual concerned 
should be fully conversant with Sage Accounts 
software, be able to work on their own without 
supervision, be practical and organised, and 
have good written and spoken skills. Previous 
experience in a similar post, perhaps running a 
small business, is essential. 

Applicants for this position should send a copy 
of their CV together with a covering letter to the 
Home by email at naehltd@gmail.com . The 
closing date for applications is 20th December 
2020.

North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd
North Argyll House, Bealach an Righ, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 5TG

Tel: 01631-562168    
Website: northargyllhouse.org

Stores Person (Glensanda)
Aggregate Industries is a member of the LafargeHolcim Group and a 
leading supplier of traditional and sustainable construction materials to 
major building and construction customers. With nearly 4,000 employees 
and operations across the UK and Northern Europe, we’re committed to 
helping create a better built environment. As Stores Person you will be 
part of the team responsible for all work aspects related to the site stores 
and the supply of parts, equipment and all other items required to support 
the Glensanda operation.
A team member of the Stores department and site engineering support 
team. Supply input to site stores policies to ensure compliance with all 
legislative and corporate requirements. These activities should support 
the sites reliability based culture and the promotion of Glensanda as a 
world leader in the development of best practice. This will incorporate the 
management of all activities undertaken by the department members and 
any contractors in the execution of their duties.

Responsibilties
• Ensure that all activities for Stores department are carried out complying 
to company safety standards
• Ensure that the correct safety documentation is in place for departmen-
tal tasks 
• Participate in Interactive Safety Tours on Stores activities 
• Assist in the management of stock levels in conjunction with other 
departments to ensure adequate stock to support the site requirement, 
ensuring the minimum amount of disruption.
• Ensure that the department maintains a high standard of housekeeping, 
keeping areas clean, tidy and hazard free
• Deal with all daily issues professionally and liaise with stores and site 
management on a regular basis
• Carry out the daily activities of Stores personnel 
• Using E1 and Coupa work order process allocated to correct cost cen-
tres and create purchase orders.
• Contribute to the Engineering team and ensure interdepartmental 
cooperation. 
• Fully comply with site safety rules and company safety standards at all 
times.
• Management of Stores consumables inventory checking and processes
• Managing all aspects of the sites material supply chain including 
logistics.
• Management of site procurement standard
• Liaising with key suppliers and A.I. procurement department
• Alignment with national supplier contracts
• Maintain stock accuracy by completing stock check cycle counts
• Achieve best value purchasing with no compromise on quality

Person specification
• Highly organised with demonstrable planning and delivery capabilities 
• A highly motivated individual with drive and enthusiasm
• Ability to work as part of a 24 hour, 7 day a week operation
• Good understanding of health and safety
• IT literacy and ability to work to deadlines.
• Experience in management of safe working practices
• Knowledge of HGV operations and securing loads on mobile equipment
• Self-motivated, with initiative and a proactive approach
• Experience of stores procedures and logistics
• Recognition of environmental impact and working knowledge of appro-
priate environmental legislation
• Strong communication skills with the ability to build effective working 
relationships with others
• Detail and results orientated with strong personal values to succeed

Please submit your CV and covering letter to Paul Kersley, Engineering 
Manager (Mechanical)  email  paul.kersley@aggregate.com
Closing date for applications:  22nd December 2020
Glensanda Quarry Operations, 
Rhugh Garbh Depot, Barcaldine, Oban.
Telephone +44 (0) 1631 568111 
www.aggregate.com

Due to several successful contract wins.
We have an opportunity for a 

Contracts assistant 
to join our team.

Based in our Oban office, this role will suit a 
wide range of applicants.
Required skills-
Proficient with Microsoft office/365 applications
The ability to work with the management 
team and assist with day to day tasks.
The willingness to learn new skills, adapt to 
changing deadlines and requests from our 
clients.
Value add skills-
CAD experience
Production of O&M Manuals
Health & Safety experience- creating site 
management documentation.

This is a good opportunity for the successful 
applicant to grow their skill set, with a 
continuous development program on offer.

Please send or e-mail a copy of your 
CV and a covering letter to Angus 
MacPherson - Managing director OES Ltd 
amacpherson@fes-group.co.uk

Streetscene Operative | NAY07021
37 Hours per Week | £19,970 to £20,550

Council Offices, Shore Road, Lamlash, Isle of Arran

Closing date 6th January 2021

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/ 

north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform  
us of any special needs you may have.

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council
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P
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METALS WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS

Blue Energy
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS 
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2017

Notice is hereby given that High Constellation 
Windfarm Ltd, company registration number 
11800500, 10 West Street, Alderley Edge, 
Cheshire, SK9 7EG has been granted con-
sent by the Scottish Ministers for consent 
under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to 
construct and operate the High Constellation 
Wind Farm on the Kintyre Peninsula approxi-
mately 4 km southeast of Clachan (Central Grid 
Reference 180000, 650000), within the plan-
ning authority area of Argyll and Bute Council. 
The wind farm will consist of up to 10 turbines, 
with a maximum tip height of 149.9 metres and 
associated infrastructure.
Scottish Ministers have also directed, under 
section 57 (2) of the Town & Country Planning 
Act (Scotland) 1997, that planning permission 
is deemed to be granted for development.
A copy of the decision letter has been placed 
on the Energy Consents Unit website at the 
following link for public inspection: www.ener-
gyconsents.scot under the reference number 
ECU00001857 and on the application website 
www.highconstellationwindfarm.com/

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/02074/LIB Erection of pole mounted 

sign (non illuminated)
Kinloch Hall, Lochend 
Street, Campbeltown, 
Argyll And Bute, PA28 6DL

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process 
postal mail is restricted.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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GARDEN SERVICES MUSIC & SOUND RECORDING

PERSONAL NOTICESTV SERVICES

We are also equipped to help you get the
best out of your lockdown recordings

S i g n a l c e l l
Argyll-based music recording,
mixing & mastering services

Tel:07786 778166

or visit the Signalcell page on Facebook

james@signalcell.net
www.signalcell.net

THANK YOU
Dorothy and Teddy Russell would 

like to thank all their family, 
friends and neighbours for the 
lovely cards, gifts and fl owers 

received on the occasion of their 
golden wedding. 13 Millers Park, 

Campbeltown.
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SUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE
to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a 

FREEFREEFREE bottle of  bottle of  bottle of 
Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin 

or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*

20
pages of 

Homes & 
Interiors

Untitled-1   1 02/11/2020   09:03:50

The
Perfect 

Christmas gifts 
for those that 
love all things 

Scottish

Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per quarter 
delivered direct to your recipients door.

Call 01778 392014 and quote Noel1 or go to scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

The award winning monthly glossy lifestyle magazine. Scottish Field brings you the very best 
interiors,antiques,gardens,wildlife,motoring and country news along side entertaining and informative writing. 

Get ahead of the fi eld and Christmas wrapped up with a subscription to Scottish Field magazine 

*Terms and conditions apply. For over-18s and UK-based subscribers only. Minimum one year 
subscription to Scottish Field. Offer ends 31 Dec 2020. While stocks last. Limited stock available, 

fi rst come, fi rst served basis. By claiming this offer, you agree that you are of UK legal age for 
purchasing and consuming alcoholic drinks.

Scottish Field  Subs -1.indd   1 16/11/2020   09:13:04



FUNERAL DIRECTORS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@campbeltown courer.co.uk
telephone 01586 554646

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

GIGHA
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Scotland’s nature agency has welcomed the 
designation of 12 Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs), including the Sound of Gigha, and four 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in Scotland’s 
seas.

NatureScot, formerly Scottish Natural 
Heritage, says the announcement, made 
by Minister for Rural A� airs and Natural 
Environment Mairi Gougeon, gives additional 
protection to much-loved marine species, as 
well as 31 species of marine birds including 
great northern diver, Slavonian grebe, long-
tailed duck, Arctic tern and kittiwake, bring-
ing the coverage of the Scottish MPA network 
to 37 per cent.

Eileen Stuart, NatureScot’s interim di- rector of nature and climate change, said: 
‘� e designation of these new sites sees some 
of our most iconic marine species – such as 
basking shark, minke whale and Risso’s dol-
phin – included in the MPA network as well 
as foraging areas for internationally important 
populations of seabirds, divers and sea ducks.

‘� e Scottish MPA network now covers 37 per 
cent of our seas, marking signi� cant progress 
towards meeting global ambitions for marine 
conservation and ensuring a nature-rich fu-
ture for Scotland, as well as o� ering locations 
where people can engage with and experience 
world-class wildlife.

‘We are committed to working with others to 
ensure the MPA network and our wider seas 
are well-managed and monitored so that they 
can contribute to addressing the decline in 
nature and help build resilience in the face of 
climate change.’

In addition to the Sound of Gigha, the other 
new SPAs are: Solway Firth; Seas o�  St Kilda; 

Seas o�  Foula; Outer Firth of Forth and St 
Andrews Bay Complex; Moray Firth; Ythan 
Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch; 
Bluemull and Colgrave Sounds; Coll and Tiree; 
East Mainland Coast, Shetland; West Coast of 
the Outer Hebrides and Rum SPA - additional 
feature to existing marine extension.

� e four nature conservation MPAs 
are: North-east Lewis, Shiant East Bank, Sea of 
the Hebrides and Southern Trench.

NatureScot  undertook the site selection 
process based on the scienti� c evidence for the 
features in these MPAs and SPAs, presented 
this to stakeholders and provided formal ad-
vice to Marine Scotland.

� e nature agency provided guidance and 
advice to Marine Scotland and stakeholders on 
the conservation objectives and management 
advice for the MPAs and SPAs as part of its role 
and supported Marine Scotland in the public 
consultation for these sites, including public 
events, stakeholder meetings.

Gigha’s waters o� er special 
protection to marine species

The majority of UK 
sightings of Risso’s 
dolphin occur along 
Scotland’s west 
coast. Photograph: Nicola 

Hodgins/WDC. 

Scotland has several hotspots for basking 
shark sightings. Photograph: Oceanographic Systems Lab, 

WHOI.

Going out with one of our collies at 2am in 
the haze of bleary-eyed sleep, I looked up.

Trans� xed by the awesomeness of crea-
tion, I saw a million universes glistening in 
the night sky.

� e sky was studded with stars and as I 
watched, they seemed to fall into the sea. 
� e moon lit up the landscape and the 
whole earth breathed peace.

� e only sound was the quiet lapping as 
the ocean rolled its waves once again to the 
shore. 

� e darkness was penetrated by billions 
of pinpricks of light, reminding me that 
light has the last word.

We are waiting for the lighter nights. We 
are waiting for the lengthening days. We 
are waiting for the light. We are waiting for 
the light and for the life light.

We wait quietly in a cosmic silence. 
Waiting can bring peace as we � nd God’s 
presence in the present. Waiting can bring 
hope as we know the light will come.

But it’s hard to stop and wait; it’s not easy 
to pause and ponder; it’s di�  cult to take 
time at this time. We’re busy with the bar-
gains and not so bothered about the baby.

We’re busy with the tinsel but haven’t 
time for the truth. 

We’re busy with the mince pies and we 
will get round to the manger.

We’re busy trying to � x the tree lights but 
have forgotten about the real light. We’re 
busy with the stocking � llers and have set 
aside the stable.

We’re busy with the cards but have pushed 
away the crib. We’re busy – it is Christmas 
a� er all.

We just don’t have time right now. We will 
make time for God when we’re less busy. 
And God crept in beside us when we were 
busy.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier
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ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES

Sunday 20th December
Advent 4

“Speaking about the Child”

Services in
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

and
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Carols from Your Doorstep
Join with your neighbours

throughout Scotland
as we sing

5 Christmas Carols
at 6pm

Look out for the Carol Sheets
and (appropriately distanced)

get your street singing!

Christmas Eve
Carol Services

Ardrishaig Church at 4pm
and

Ormsary Hall at 7pm

Sunday 27th December
Complete Joy

Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

WEST LOCHFYNESIDE

� ere will be a watchnight service at 
11.30pm in Inveraray Church and there 
will be a watchnight service at 6pm in 

Cumlodden Church. 

� ere will be no services in 
Westlochfyneside on Sunday 27th.

� e next service will be Sunday the 10th 
January in Inveraray church at 10.30pm 

Westlochfyneside wishes all in Argyll and 
Bute a safe, Happy Christmas and New Year.

ST MARGARET’S RC CHURCH, 
LOCHGILPHEAD

Christmas & New Year Schedule 2020 
Christmas Eve – � ursday, 24th December 

    • Christmas Vigil Masses celebrated at 4pm 
& 6pm (booking essential)

    • Adoration of Blessed Sacrament & private 
prayer from 7pm – 9pm 

Christmas Day – Friday, 25th December 
    • Christmas Day Masses celebrated at 9am 

& 10.30am at St Margaret’s and 12.45pm at All 
Saints, Inveraray (booking essential) 

Sunday, 27th December 
    • Holy Mass: 10am at St Margaret’s and 
12.30pm at All Saints, Inveraray (booking 

essential)
Tuesday, 29th December 
    • Holy Mass: 10.30am

Wednesday, 30th December 
    • Holy Mass: 10.30am

Hogmanay – � ursday, 31st December 
    • Holy Mass: 10.30am 

    • Adoration of Blessed Sacrament & Private 
prayer from 7pm – 9pm

New Year’s Day – Friday, 1st January 
    • Holy Mass: 11am

Saturday, 2nd January 
    • Holy Mass: 6.30pm 
Sunday, 3rd January 

    • Holy Mass: 10am at St Margaret’s and 
12.30pm at All Saints, Inveraray 

(booking essential)

To book for Mass please contact 
Fr. Ronald Campbell on 01546 602380 or by 

email: lochgilphead@rcdai.org.uk

CAMPBELTOWN FREE CHURCH
George Street, Campbeltown

Sunday 13th December
11.15am  Worship Service
Sunday 20th December

11.15am  Christmas Service
7.00pm  Carols by Candlelight

access through YouTube 
or through our website:

www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk
Sunday 27th December

11.15am  Worship Service
Friday 1st January

11am  New Year’s Day Service

All services led by Rev Rodger Crooks
All welcome

Scottish Charity Number: SCO46745

ST. KIERAN’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Christmas period:
Saturday 19th of December: 

Rorate Mass (Vigil) – honouring the Mother of 
God, 6.00 pm.

Sunday 20th of December: 
Holy Mass for Advent 4, 10.00 am

� ursday 24th of December, Christmas Eve: 
Vigil Mass of Christmas, 8.00 pm

Christmas Day: 
Holy Mass of Christmas Day, 10.00 am

Saturday 26th of December: 
Holy Mass, 10.00 am

Sunday 27th of December, Holy Family: 
Holy Mass, 10.00 am; Holy Mass, 4.00 pm (St. 
Columba’s Episcopal church, Bridgend, Islay)

Seating for families at Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day Masses should be booked a 

week in advance for the seating to be organised. 
� ere will still be a limited number of places. If 
a family/household bubble will be attending it 
is especially important to book early. Families/

households can be allocated a pew to sit 
together, and this actually allows more people 

to be able to attend.  
campbeltown@rcdai.org.uk, 01586 552160

CHRIST CHURCH 
LOCHGILPHEAD

CHRISTMAS EVE
7 pm Ecumenical Carol Service 

live-streamed on
www.midargyllepiscopalchurches

CHRISTMAS DAY
open to visitors in the � esh!

9am Holy Communion
St Columba, Poltalloch

11am Holy Eucharist
Christ Church, Lochgilphead

also streamed

CHRIST CHURCH 
LOCHGILPHEAD

COMMUNITY SERVICE

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL SERVICE
for Mid-Argyll & Arran

7PM Dec 24th
Streamed from our local churches 

together to cheer us all up

Watch & sing carols at home
with a mince pie and a drink

FaceBook:  ChristChurchLochgilphead
www.midargyllepiscopalchurches.co.uk

MID ARGYLL KINTYRE



ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH
Lochgilphead 

Holy Mass: Sunday 10am
All Saints, Inveraray 
Holy Mass: Sunday 

12.30pm
Booking essential due to 

restricted capacity - Email 
or telephone to book

Weekday Mass details 
available on website or by 

email/telephone   
All Masses at St 

Margaret’s are Live 
Streamed via our YouTube 

channel. Link available 
at our website: www.

lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and Facebook Page. 
Fr. Ronald Campbell 

01546 602380
lochgilphead@rcdai.org.uk

(SCO002876)

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings are 
closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you informed 

& provide opportunities 
for worship on-line

Please look it up & keep 
in touch

www.northknapdale.org

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 13th December

Service at 10am
Mr James McLellan

A very warm welcome awaits
Please wear face covering

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

Sunday 13th December
Morning Worship 11.15am

Rev W Crossan
COVID 19 Guidelines apply

Video message on 
Facebook each Wednesday 

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 13th December 
Skipness Service 10.00am  

- Rev Lyn Peden                                                           
Tarbert service - 11.30am - 

Rev Lyn Peden     
Tarbert Charity No: SC002622

Skipness - Charity No: SC004280
01880 820158

WESTLOCHFYNESIDE 
CHURCHES

(Cumlodden, Inveraray 
and Lochgair)

Sunday 13th December 
2020

A Communion Service in 
Inveraray church 

at 10.30pm
Led by Rev. Dr. Roderick 

Campbell
Masks must be worn.

Charity No: SCO16665
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CHURCH NOTICES 
CAMPBELTOWN 

FREE CHURCH
George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 13th December
11.15am Worship Service

Rev Rodger Crooks
4.00pm  Sunday School 

(by Zoom)
7.30pm  Youth Group 

 (by Zoom)
Wednesday 16th 

December
12 noon   Prayer & Bible 

Study
Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply
All welcome

www.campbeltownfree-
church.co.uk

 Scottish Charity Number: SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
11 am

All welcome
Now meeting at 
Kirk Street Hall

Pastor Mark Jasper
01586 554 092

pastor@campbeltown-
communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322

ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH 
KNAPDALE
PARISHES

13th December
Magnifi cat Advent(ure)

Services in:
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

and
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Refl ections will continue to 
be available

at the gates of the churches.
Wednesdays

from 12:45pm to 1:15pm
in Ardrishaig Church Hall
“A Time for Refl ecting”

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

I will sing for joy in God, 
explode in praise from 

deep in my soul!  Isaiah 61 
verse 10

 Our building is open for 
Sunday services and you 

would be welcome on
Sunday, 13th December 
at 11am.  Join with us in 
our praise and worship

MASKS are now required 
in churches, in line 

with current Scottish 
Government  Covid 19 

guidelines.
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.
com/springbankchurch
 Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary

ST KIERAN 
RC CHURCH
St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
Sunday Holy Mass at 
10.00am, please book 
a place, 01586 552160, 

campbeltown@
rcdai.org.uk

Daily Mass streamed via 
Facebook and Zoom, see 
www.stkieransrc.org for 

details.
(SC002876)

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 13th December
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in place

If we can be of any 
assistance to anyone 

during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046 

Major Ruth Russell
 Scottish Charity Number SCO09359

BIRTH 
QUIRKE - MCCUE – 
To Ross and Gemma on 
November 23, 2020, God’s 
precious gi�  of a son 
Leo at Grimsby General 
Hospital, Lincolnshire. 
First grandchild of Brian 
and Amanda Russell, 
Barnetby, North Lincs 
and � rst great-grandchild 
of Dorothy and Teddy 
Russell, Millers Park, 
Campbeltown. A very 
memorable week for all 
the family.

DEATHS
CRAWFORD - � e 
family of Jim Crawford 
announces with great 
sadness his passing on 
November 23, 2020. Jim 
was born June 23, 1928. 
His private burial took 
place December 7, 2020. 
In lieu of � owers the 
family requests that any 
donations be made to the 
Alzheimer’s society in 
Jim‘s name.
MCCOY - Peacefully 
at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on November 
30, 2020, Margaret McCoy 
née Briggs, in her 79th 
year, her beloved husband 
Kenneth Norman McCoy, 
died December 5, 2020, in 
his 88th year, 5 Lochruan 
Road, Campbeltown and 
formerly of Port Crannaig 
Cottage, Carradale, much 
loved parents of Andrew, 
Alison and Judith, loving 
Nain and Taid to Daniel 
and Jordan and Granny 
and Grandad to Dylan. 
Funeral service private 
in line with current 
government guidelines. 
Margaret and Ken’s 
funeral will take place on 
Friday, December 11. � e 
cortege will leave the St 
Kierans R.C. Church at 
11.40 a.m. We will travel 
along Argyll Street, Main 
Street, round the Cross 
and across the Esplanade 
on our way to Brackley 
Cemetery, Carradale. 
Anyone wishing to pay 
their last respects to 
Margaret and Ken may do 
so along our route. Please 
remember to observe 
social distancing.
ROBERTSON – 
Peacefully at home, 84 
Roading, Campbeltown, 
on December 3, 2020, 
Margaret McKinven 
McKechnie, in her 81st 
year, dearly beloved 
wife of Ian Roberston, 
much loved mum and 
best friend of Margaret, 
a loving sister, sister-
in-law, aunt and friend, 
she was a cherished and 
devoted auntie to the 
MacKechnies.
SMITH - Doris Anne 
(née Calder), aged 
90. Peacefully at 

Springhill Nursing 
Home Kilmarnock on 
November 27, 2020, wife 
of the late David Ormond 
(school teacher), mother 
of Aileen, David and 
Carol, grandmother of 
Caroline, David and 
Samantha, great-grand-
mother of Sebastian. Rest 
in peace.
SUTHERLAND – On 
December 7, 2020, at 
Mid Argyll Hospital 
Lochgilphead, Charles 
(Charlie) Sutherland 
aged 91 years, much 
loved partner of Sheena 
Macfarlane, dear brother 
of Ian and a much loved 
uncle, great-uncle and 
great-great-uncle. A 
private funeral service, 
owing to current restric-
tions, will take place at 
Cardross Crematorium. 
For those wishing to pay 
their respects, the cortege 
will leave Kerrisdale at 10 
a.m. down Lady Ileene 
Road onto Campbeltown 
Road past Tarbert Co-op 
on way to crematorium.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CONNER - Sally and 
family would like to sin-
cerely thank family and 
friends for all their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following the sad loss 
of Davie, to those who 
paid their respects along 
the route was touching. 
Heartfelt thanks to 
Willie Crossan for such a 
comforting and personal 
tribute, to T A Blair’s for 
their kind, caring and 
professional services. 
� anking Dr̀ s Lazarus, 
Toledo, Campbeltown 
Hospital and Ambulance 
crew for their care and 
compassion and to the 
Argyll Hotel for the beau-
tiful purvey.
MACCALLUM – � e 
family of the late Edward 
(Eddie) MacCallum 
would like to express deep 
appreciation and convey 
thanks to all family, 
friends and neighbours 
for the kind expressions 
of sympathy, � owers, 
cards of condolence and 
phone calls following 
their sad loss. Sincere 
thanks to Rev. William 
Crossan for a comforting 
prayer at Peninver and 
the service at Kilkerran; 
to Kenneth Blair and his 
sta�  for carrying out our 
wishes with dignity and 
professionalism; to the 
Ardshiel Hotel for the 
lovely tea and to everyone 
who joined us in appalling 
weather conditions to pay 
their respects to Eddie on 
his � nal journey. Finally, 
thanks to all the health 
professionals and carers 
whose dedication and 
understanding helped to 

make Eddie comfortable 
over the past number of 
years. He will be sorely 
missed.
MORANS - � e fam-
ily of the late (Robert) 
Crawford Morans wish 
to convey our heartfelt 
appreciation for the many 
expressions of sympathy 
received following our 
Daddy’s passing. We are 
indebted to the caring 
sta�  of Kintyre Care 
Home where our Dad re-
sided for the last two years 
of his life. Particularly 
grateful for the more 
recent FaceTime calls and 
distanced visits facilitated 
during these most dif-
� cult times which were 
especially appreciated 
at home and abroad. Dr 
Norrie, all Community 
Nurses, Social Work sta� , 
Carers, Paramedics and 
Ancillary Care sta�  who 
all joined hands over 
the last twelve years to 
assist Crawford with his 
wish to safely remain at 
home for as long as he 
possibly could. We thank 
you profusely just as he 
would. In closing, our 
profound appreciation to 
Rev. William Crossan for 
a most personally mean-
ingful service delivered 
under such trying times. 
Words that expressed so 
eloquently our Daddy’s 
life well lived. To T A 
Blair Funeral Directors 
for their digni� ed profes-
sionalism and compas-
sionate assistance. Our 
hearts were li� ed in ap-
preciation to all the many 
friends and neighbours 
who lined the streets to 
pay respects to Crawford 
on his � nal journey to 
Kilkerran. Also to the 
Argyll & Bute Council 
cemetery sta�  who do 
a commendable job of 
maintaining the much 
appreciated serenity of 
Kilkerran.

IN MEMORIAMS
BURNETT - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and granny, who passed 
away December 9, 2013.
In our thoughts always.
- Love, Annamarie, 
Allan, Jacqueline and 
Linda xxxx.
COFFIELD – Ian, 
December 13, 2014.
Missed every day.
- Martin and family.
JOHNSTONE – In loving 
memory of Archie, who 
died December 10, 2016.
Until we meet again.
- Your loving wife and 
soulmate Agnes.
McKINVEN - In this, 
the centenary year of 
their birth, Mhairead 
and Sharman give thanks 
for the lives of their 

dear parents Dan and 
Beth McKinven. Dan 
was born in Mafeking 
Place (March 11, 1920 d. 
October 8, 1990) and Beth 
(McMillan) was born in 
Carradale (December 11, 
1920.  D. April 15, 2015). 
� ey married in 1947 and 
lived at Limecraigs. From 
1948, Dan worked for the 
Hydro-Electric Board, 
helping install electricity 
across Kintyre, and Beth 
was a midwife at Craigard 
and later, a district nurse. 
� ey loved the town 
and served it well. Both 
were active members of 
Lorne St Church, Dan 
was a long-serving town 
and county councillor, 
Provost of the town and, 
in 1990, Citizen of the 
Year. � emselves the chil-
dren of wonderful people, 
they were devoted parents 
and grandparents, good 
neighbours, loyal friends, 
and always helpful to the 
vulnerable, elderly or 
sick. � e salt of the earth. 
Now “In Heavenly Live 
Abiding”.
MCMILLAN – Mary, 
December 12, 2017.
Parting come and hearts 
are broken,
Loved ones go with words 
unspoken,
Deep in our hearts there's 
a memory kept,
For a wife and a mother 
we will never forget,
- Your loving husband 
James.
MCMILLAN - If tears 
could build a stairway 
and memories a lane,
I’d walk right up to heav-
en and bring you home 
again,
Missing you every day 
Mum.
- Jamie, Kristy, James 
George, Osian � omas.
MCMILLAN -� ough I 
am full of sadness you are 
no longer here,
Your in� uence still guides 
me and I still feel you 
near,
What we shared will 
never die it lives within 
my heart,
Bringing strength and 
comfort while we are 
apart, 
- Andrew, Siobhan, 
Calum.
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SPORTSPORT
Race for 
Heidbangers' 
Cup is tight
Dunaverty Golf Club’s 
Heidbangers’ season is 
drawing to a close and 
the race for the cup could 
not be tighter with three 
members in contention 
and only one scoring day 
left.

Due to weather and 
the Covid pandemic, the 
group lost at least 20 
scoring days. 

Placings are determined 
by allocating three points 
for a win, two for second 
place and one for each 
game played up to a 
maximum of 16.

Keith Crawford, the 
lowest handicapper in 
the group, has played 
extremely well to have 
amassed 30 points up to 
now.

He is followed closely by 
Sandy Watson, the group’s 
oldest player, who is 
sitting on 29 points.

Malcolm Ronald has 
put in some sterling 
performances to equal 
Sandy’s score and it is all 
to play for on the last day 
of the season.

A tight struggle is 
anticipated and the club 
wishes the three players 
the best of luck.

Kintyre ASC swimmers taking part in the virtual 
Championships.

A� er � ve months out of the 
water, members of Kintyre 
Amateur Swimming Club 
(ASC) were delighted to get 
back to the pool as soon as 
restrictions were li� ed.

Based at Aqualibrium, the 
club worked closely with 
Live Argyll to ensure that 
an organised, phased return 
was put in place with the 
swimmers among the � rst 
in Scotland to return to the 
water.

Lockdown was particularly 
challenging for Kintyre ASC 
swimmers as nothing comes 
close to training in the same 
environment that they com-
pete in but the club organised 
Zoom sessions with Live 
Argyll’s Jake Sanders and 
had regular online sessions as 
part of the Argyll and Clyde 
Swim Team.

Swimmers stayed as active as 
they could in their own ways 
while Argyll and Clyde Swim 
Team swimmers and coaches 
took part in a question and 
answer session on Zoom with 
Scottish Olympic swimmer 
Hannah Miley.

Club training has gradually 
increased and the club is 
almost back to where it was 
prior to lockdown with swim-
mers attending most sessions 
‘pool ready’ to avoid using the 
changing rooms.

Delight as swimmers 
get back in the water

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Kintyre’s Evie Judge was 
again selected for Scottish 
Swimming’s District Regional 
Programme (DRP) a� er her 
performances in the pool 
prior to lockdown. Evie had 
successfully quali� ed for the 
Scottish National Age Group 
Championships and was look-
ing forward to swimming in 
Aberdeen when the pandemic 
hit and all events in the swim-
ming calendar were cancelled.

� is year’s DRP programme 
was successfully held over 
Zoom with three sessions 
scheduled.

Evie enjoyed this year’s 
experience although it was 
slightly di� erent from the 
normal sessions usually held 
in Cumbernauld.

She took part in group 
breakout sessions learning 
about aerobic and anaerobic/
speed training.

In the � nal session, she 
learned about the importance 
of ‘preparation’ and ‘visualis-
ation’ as well as watching an 
excellent presentation by sen-
ior swimmer Katie Robertson 
followed by an informative 
question and answer session 
discussion.

Over recent training sessions 
the swimmers have been com-
peting in this year’s Argyll 
and Clyde Championships 
virtually. Instead of swim-
mers travelling and meeting 
up at the same venue, which 
is not allowed under current 
restrictions, it was decided 

McQuaker said: ‘What has 
been unbelievable is the per-
sonal best times that swim-
mers have been recording 
here, showing that as a club 
Kintyre ASC is getting back 
to the competitive level that 
it was at before the pandemic 
struck. It’s just unfortunate 

Evie Judge took part in a 
virtual District Regional 
Programme.

this year to hold the cham-
pionships virtually. Clubs 
time swimmers in events at 
their own pool, following safe 
protocols, and submit results 
for the overall championships. 

Head coach Stuart 

swimmers are unable to 
compete on a bigger stage at 
present.’

Kintyre ASC top squad 
swimmers have also been 
getting timed for Scottish 
Swimming’s Tighinn Comhla 
2020, a National Virtual 
Gathering.
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