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ArCaS funds fi rst cancer 
support nurse for Arran

Arran is to get its � rst ever 
dedicated cancer nurse who 
will help coordinate care 
support and services across 
the island.

� e new post is being 
funded by Arran cancer 
charity ArCaS and Kate 
Jenks, already a well known 
community nurse, has taken 
up the role.

� e support nurse post has 
been created in order to try 
and improve the experience 
for people on Arran, either 
with cancer or those who 
are a� ected by cancer, with 
a pledge that patients will 
be at the centre of decision 
making.

� e part-time role within 
the NHS, which ArCaS is 
initially investing £30,000 a 
year for three years, will be 
administered by the North 

Ayrshire Health and Social 
Care Partnership.

ArCaS has long o� ered can-
cer support on the island and 
organises free transport to 
and from mainland hospital 
for appointments, but this 
marks yet another expansion 
of the services the charity 
provides.

A spokeswoman said: ‘We 
are aware that everyone is 
di� erent and would like you 
to know that Kate is available 
to help answer any queries or 
help with any arrangements, 
should you wish.

‘As well as seeing individual 
people and working alongside 
the health and social care 
team, the aim of this role is 
to work towards a sustainable 
service for Arran residents, 
that is in the best interests of 
those a� ected. In order to do 
that it will be helpful to know 
what has worked for you, or 

‘For 30 years ArCaS has been 
helping the cancer patients on 
Arran with transport, wellbeing 
therapies and other services’ 

These three youngsters – Henry Ribbeck, Betty Fleming and Callan Park – were among the shining stars at the 
Brodick Nursery nativity play held last week in Brodick Hall. For the full report and more charming photographs, 
turn to pages four and � ve.
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someone you know; what 
challenges you have faced and 
what you would like to see 
done di� erently.’

If you have ideas and/or are 
willing to share your story – 
please contact Kate on 01700 
601052. Messages can be le�  
on voicemail.

ArCaS chairman Douglas 
Johnston said: ‘For 30 years 
ArCaS has been helping the 
cancer patients on Arran with 
transport, wellbeing thera-
pies and other services. We 
are delighted to have Kate, 
our support nurse, to help us 

ArCaS funds � rst cancer support nurse for Arran
identify those things which 
can make such a di� erence to 
people’s lives at a time of great 
stress for them and which we 
can help with. We look for-
ward to a long and bene� cial 
partnership.’

Anyone who wishes to know 
more about ArCaS and the 
support o� ered to cancer pa-
tients can pick up our booklet 
from the shop or visit www.
arrancancersupport.org

ArCaS support 
nurse Kate 

Jenks.

First Minister visits Waspi group
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon took time 
out from the General Election campaign 
last week to visit the Waspi group which 
represents the women of Ayrshire and 
Arran who were denied their pension at 60.

� e Little Art School in Ayr arranged a 
Waspi  painting class and both the First 
Minister and the, now elected, Dr Phillipa 
Whitford MP joined in the event.

A spokeswoman for the group said:   
‘Waspi has always maintained a non-po-
litical stance and we remain committed to 
working across political parties to � nd a 
solution to this ongoing injustice.

‘We look forward to working with new 
and existing MPs and raising this critical 
issue with them.

Rest assured
‘We will also continue to hold the Prime 

Minister, Boris Johnson to account in 
pledging to revisit the Waspi question. 
Regardless of the General Election result, 
politicians can rest assured that WASPI 
women are not going away.’

� e o�  cial group for Ayrshire and Arran 
is Cunninghame Waspi  group and you 
can contact them at: cunninghamewaspi@
outlook.com

Arran hit by 
fl u outbreak

Lamlash Primary School had 27 absences in one day. 01_B51lamlash01

First minister Nicola Sturgeon and Dr Phillipa Whitford MP with the local Waspi 
group and their artwork. 

A � u outbreak is sweeping 
Arran which, along with 
other respiratory viruses, has 
led to widespread illness.

Dozens of children have 
been � oored by the outbreak 
leading to many absences at 
primary schools across the is-
land as well as at Arran High 
School. Teachers have also 
been hit by the seasonal � u.

In one day alone there 
were 27 absences at Lamlash 
Primary School and Kilmory 
Primary were forced to 
reschedule their Christmas 
show as so many of the pupils 
were o�  ill.

Virulent
However, it is not just chil-

dren but adults, too, who have 
been laid low by the virulent 
� u strain with many reported 
absences from work, and old-
er residents are being urged 
to take extra precautions.

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 

say anyone who is eligible and 
has not yet had the � u vaccine 
this year should act now.

� ey also say that since the   
� u virus is spread in the small 
droplets of � uid coughed or 
sneezed into the air by an 
infected person, anyone with 
the condition should avoid 
unnecessary contact with 
other people while they’re in-
fectious, and stay o�  work or 
school until their symptoms 
have improved.

Dr Elvira Garcia, consultant 
in public health medicine 
at NHS Ayrshire and Arran 
told the Banner:  ‘Seasonal � u 
(in� uenza) is currently cir-
culating within Ayrshire and 
Arran, as with all of Scotland.

Other respiratory viruses, 
such as respiratory syncy-
tial virus (RSV), are also 
being detected by national 
surveillance.

‘Flu is a common infection 
from which most people will 
recover without any treat-
ment. However, people aged 

over 65, pregnant women, 
young children or adults and 
children with chronic condi-
tions are at greater risk from 
the e� ects of � u.

‘NHS Ayrshire &amp; 
Arran strongly encourages 
any eligible person, such as 
adults and children with 
chronic conditions, children 
aged two to � ve years, preg-
nant women or carers, to take 
the o� er of � u vaccination 
in order to provide the best 
protection possible in the 
community against seasonal 
� u.

Appointment
‘It is easy to get the � u 

vaccination if you are eligible 
– simply call your GP practice 
to make an appointment or 
speak with your midwife if 
you are pregnant. Primary 
school children have also 
been o� ered vaccination at 
their schools.’

For more on � u see:   www.
nhsinform.scot/campaigns/
get-the-facts-about-� u

Cairngorms reindeer... Trainspotting actor 
Kelly Macdonald... Ian Blackford under the 
spotlight... The Kingdom of Fife... Glorious 

winter snowdrops... The Lauderdale Hunt... 
Christmas cocktails for every party

January issue

OUT  
NOW 
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Fears over rates relief moves
� e headway being made 
on rates reform is at risk if 
MSPs remove control over the 
setting of the business rate 
from the Finance Secretary 
and instead hand the power 
to each of Scotland’s 32 local 
authorities.

In a four-page submission 
sent to Holyrood’s local gov-
ernment and communities 
committee, the Scottish Retail 
Consortium said the current 
Scotland-wide uniform busi-
ness rate has brought much 
needed predictability and 
consistency to the tax over the 
past two and a half decades.

Last month the committee 
backed a Green Party amend-

ment to the Non-Domestic 
Rates Bill, at Stage 2, which 
ends the uniform business 
rate and instead gives each 
local authority the right to 
set their own poundage rate, 
rates reliefs and any local 
rates supplements.

Arran MSP Kenneth 
Gibson, one of seven MSPs 
on the committee who voted 
against the amendment says 
the move could remove £6 
million of rates relief from 
North Ayrshire and Arran 
businesses.

He said: ‘� is amendment 
will prove to be a disaster for 
island businesses if it is not 
reversed, making it even more 

di�  cult for them to survive 
on a high street already facing 
severe online competition. 
� e Green amendment does 
not even create an equivalent 
power for local authorities 
allowing them to set reliefs.

‘One can but wonder what 
this unholy alliance of Green, 
Tory and Labour MSPs was 
thinking. In North Ayrshire 
and Arran 3,040 properties 
will lose out unless at least one 
opposition party sees sense, 
backs the SNP Government 
and reverses its position at 
Stage 3 of the Non-Domestic 
Rates (Scotland) Bill, which 
will become law next year,’ he 
added.

Book Online at:

www.theaspa.co.uk
Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
01770 303 303

open daily from 9am

day and
overnight 
packages 
available

For those looking to 
unwind, our skilled 

therapists are here to 
provide relaxing and therapeutic 

treatments in luxurious surroundings. 

Enjoy a wide range of options using
the finest products from ESPA and ISHGA.

Arran still faces a two-year 
wait for 
new ferry

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

� e troubled Arran ferry, the 
MV Glen Sannox, will not be 
ready for another two years, 
the Scottish Government has 
revealed.

In an announcement de-
layed by the General Election 
� nance secretary Derek 
Mackay also announced on 
Wednesday that the cost of 
completing the MV Glen 
Sannox and her sister ship has 
more than doubled from the 
initial £97 million cost.

But even if the new dual 
fuel vessel, which has caused 
many of the problems, leaves 
the now privatised Ferguson 
yard at Port Glasgow at the 
end of 2021, a� er at least three 
months of sea trials it will 
be the spring of 2022 before 
she would even start on the 
Brodick to Ardrossan route 
– a staggering four years late.

Following the public take-
over of the yard in August 
a new assessment of the 
vessels, and how long it will 
take to complete them, has 
established that the MV Glen 
Sannox  will not be ready until 
the last three months of 2021.

� e second vessel – known 

as Hull 802 which is ear-
marked for the Skye/Harris 
and North Uist route – will 
not be ready until July or 
August in 2022.

� e previous owner, tycoon 
Jim McColl who rescued the 
yard when it went bust in 
2014, blamed repeated design 
changes by CMAL, the pub-
licly-owned company which 
owns ferries and other infra-
structure used by CalMac, for 
the delays.

Mr Mackay said in a state-
ment to the Scottish parlia-
ment that the full extent of the 
problems were not revealed 
until administrators went in 
and the SNP minister pointed 
to ‘disastrous’ management 
practices.

He said: ‘� e failures of 
management, planning and 
process means the vessels are 
behind their original pro-
gramme and that signi� cant 
rework is required.’

About £83m of public 
money has been spent on the 
vessels to date.

It is estimated the cost of 
completing the ships will be 
£95.1m, but remedial works 
and spending at the yard will 
push these costs closer to 
£110m.

GMB Scotland organiser 
Gary Cook said: ‘We have 
seen previous delivery dates 
missed because of failures in 
the way this contract has been 
managed and the botched 
procurement process.

‘� is highly-skilled work-
force now needs to be allowed 
to get on with the job.

‘� ere remain questions 
to be answered about how 
the yard, and hundreds of 
jobs, came to be threatened 
by this debacle but we also 
need unity of purpose from 
management, the client and 
the Scottish Government that 
they are focused on complet-
ing the vessels and securing 
the future of the business.’

About £83m of public 
money has been spent 
on the vessels to date

Finance secretary Derek Mackay in front of 
the MV Glen Sannox awaiting completion 
at the Ferguson yard back in August. 
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Nursery pupils shine in Nativity play
Brodick Nursery pupils per-
formed their annual Nativity 
play at Brodick Hall last week 
with an endearing perfor-
mance attended by Brodick 
Primary pupils as well as 
parents and grandparents 
and guests from Glen Estate.

� e play featured the 
traditional scenes of Jesus 

The cast of the Brodick Nursery nativity. 01_B51nativity01

in the manger, but with a 
twist in the tale, and various 
musical interludes that told 
the story of a star which could 
not shine. � e songs were 
performed with great gusto, 
accompanied by dancing and 
hand movements. 

� e pupils’ repertoire also 
featured a Gaelic song they 

had learned during Gaelic 
lessons. Following a very 
successful performance - 
without a single youngster 
getting stage-fright - a huge 
Christmas hamper and a 
number of ra�  e prizes were 
presented to the winners.

Photographs: Colin 
Smeeton

Two shepherds with their donkeys. 01_B51nativity02

Three little angels watch over proceedings. 01_B51nativity09

Three wise men arrive on their horses to present gifts to Mary. 01_B51nativity07

M.B.S 
Festive Greetings to all our customers

Christmas & 
New Year Opening Hours:

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
 

Closed
 25th & 26th December 

1st & 2nd January
 

Whiting Bay, Isle of Arran
01770700202

www.mbsarran.co.uk
mbsbuild@yahoo.co.uk

Building & Timber Supplies
Petrol, Diesel, Coal, Gas & Logs
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Nursery pupils shine in Nativity play

Nursery pupils sing a song about the star that could not shine. 01_B51nativity04

Three wise men. 01_B51nativity05

Mary and Joseph receive 
the o�erings from the three 
wise men. 01_B51nativity08

Two shepherds dance 
around Mary and 

Joseph. 01_B51nativity06

Arran Brewery goes wild 
with new sour range
Arran Brewery is developing 
a new range of sour beers as 
part of its Arran Wild Range 
which will be launched in the 
new year.

Pilot production of the new 
range has started at the com-
pany’s Arran View Brewery 
in Dreghorn, near Irvine.

Head brewer Jose Bravo, 
who has recently returned to 
the �rm, said: ‘I started my 
career as a brewer with Arran 
Brewery, including attending 
the Siebel Brewing School 
in Chicago, before moving 
away to brew at Glasgow’s 
Clockwork Pub. 

‘I have returned to the 
Arran Brewery to head up 
this new venture into sour 

beers. Sour beers are trending 
right now and have a wide 
appeal especially with cra� 
beer connoisseurs. 

‘I will be doing a full range 
of beers in all the sour style 
formats in the coming year. 

‘�ese will be hand cra�ed, 
speciality beers coming in 
cask, keg and 750ml sharing 
bottles and 330ml bottles.’

Intentionally acidic
Sour beer is any beer which 

is made intentionally acidic, 
tart or sour. 

�e best known types  
of sour beer are Belgian 
lambic, Gueuze and Flanders 
red ale.

Arran Brewery has also been 
instrumental in assisting 

Ayrshire College’s Dr Marko 
Prorocic to develop a brewing 
apprenticeship and brewing 
courses at its Kilwinning 
campus.

Managing director Gerald 
Michaluk said: ‘It is a busy 
time for the Arran brewery 
with the start of a cider and 
sour beer range next year 
and we have a lot more new 
product developments in the 
pipeline for 2020.

‘I am particularly happy 
Ayrshire College is support-
ing the sector and proud to 
have assisted the college team 
to develop a brewing o�ering 
that will help the whole 
industry and �ll a real gap in 
provision.’

Sour beer being produced in a large brewing cauldron. 
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Changes 
to bin 
collections
Residents on Arran are being 
reminded to check their bin 
collection arrangements 
for the festive period as 
there will be some changes 
to waste and recycling 
collection services owing to 
the Christmas and New Year 
bank holidays.

On Arran only households 
whose bin collections fall on 
a Wednesday or Friday will 
be a� ected, although the 
actual time of collections 
may vary, particularly if 
adverse weather a� ects the 
area. The revised timetable 
for Arran over the festive 
period will see bins that 
would usually be emptied 
on Wednesday December 
25, taking place on Friday 
December 27. Bins that 
would usually be emptied 
on Friday December 27, 
will take place on Saturday 
December 28.

Those that are normally 
timetabled for Wednesday 
January 1, will take place on 
Friday January 3, and those 
that were scheduled for 
Friday January 3, will take 
place the following day on 
Saturday January 4.

Additionally, North 
Ayrshire’s Household Waste 
Recycling Centres will be 
closed on December 25 and 
26 and January 1 and 2. They 
will open as normal outwith 
these dates.

Special uplifts will stop on 
Friday December 20 and can 
be requested again on the 
week commencing Monday 
January 6, 2020.

Further information about 
the changes can be found at 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/
mybinday

Gibson re-elected with 
an increased majority

Patricia Gibson
Scottish National Party (SNP), 23,376
David Rocks
Scottish Conservative and Unionist, 14,855
Cameron Gilmore
Scottish Labour Party, 6,702
Louise Young 
Scottish Liberal Democrats, 2,107
David Nairn 
Scottish Green Party, 1,114

Patricia Gibson easily re-
tained the North Ayrshire 
and Arran seat for the SNP 
more than doubling her ma-
jority on a good night for the 
Scottish National Party at the 
General Election.

Mrs Gibson secured her 
return to Westminster with 
a majority of 8,521, winning 
48.5 per cent of the vote – 
more than the Conservatives 
and Labour combined, a 
result repeated across many 
parts of Scotland.

She is one of 48 SNP MPs 
across Scotland to return to 
Westminster this week.

Speaking a� er the results 
Mrs Gibson said: ‘� e 
General Election result was 
a clear victory for the SNP 
across Ayrshire and Scotland.

‘I am honoured that North 
Ayrshire and Arran’s people 
have again placed their trust 
in me to represent them at 
Westminster.

‘We fought this election 

in the belief that Scotland’s 
future should be in Scotland’s 
hands. No Prime Minister, 
no government has the right 
to deny Scotland this choice.  
� e UK Government has 
already accepted that the peo-
ple of Scotland are sovereign. 
Democracy demands that the 
voice of Scotland’s people is 
heard.

Emboldened
‘We now face an embold-

ened Tory Prime Minister 
with a signi� cant majority 
who has been comprehensive-
ly rejected by Scotland.

‘Yet we are being asked to 
endure that for which we did 
not vote.  If the SNP does not 
have a mandate to decide its 
future because it “only” won 
45 per cent of the vote, then 
by the same token, the Prime 
Minister does not have a 
mandate, since he only won 
43 per cent across the UK and 
25 per cent in Scotland.

‘As Labour faces up to yet 

another catastrophic failure 
to win voters’ trust, Scotland 
has embraced the message of 
hope; rejecting austerity and 
Brexit and continuing our 
path towards a more inclusive, 
just, fair and equal society.  
� at is what Scotland wants.  
No Prime Minister has the 
right to deny the Scotland’s 
people that opportunity and 
our voice will be heard.’

Conservative candidate 
David Rocks � nished second 
in the poll. North Ayrshire 
and Arran constituency 

chairman Richard Wilkinson 
said: ‘� is election has 
proven locally that the 
Scottish Conservatives are 
the only party in a position 
to challenge the SNP – both 
nationally and locally.

‘Nicola Sturgeon continues 
to call for a second independ-
ence referendum claiming a 
mandate when their national 
vote was 45 per cent on a 66 
per cent turnout.

‘She says herself that many 
people lent their vote to the 
SNP this time – 55 per cent of 

voters backed Unionist par-
ties.  I believe that it is time all 
Unionists came together to 
counter Ms Sturgeon’s bid to 
break up the most successful 
union of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland.’

� e percentage turnout for 
North Ayrshire and Arran 
65.6 per cent – this compares 
to 64.9 per cent  in the 
previous UK Parliamentary 
Election held in 2017.

� e total number of votes 
cast was 48,269, with 115 
rejected ballot papers.

Re-elected Patrica Gibson joins Westminster leader Ian Blackford and her new colleagues 
outside parliament this week.

Full results

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE
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email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Co�ee roasting 
venture for 
Duchess Court

The Isle of Arran 
Co�ee Company 
will take over 
the front half 
of the now 
closed Simon 
Thorborn’s 
pottery 
premises. 
01_B51co�ee01

A bid to set up a co�ee bean 
roasting business in Brodick 
has taken a step forward.

A planning application has 
been made to convert the pot-
tery shop and studio of Simon 
�orborn, which recently 
closed at Home Farm, for the 
new business.

�e Isle of Arran Co�ee 
Company Ltd will take over 
Unit 1 at Duchess Court and 
owner Duncan Russell is 
delighted to welcome them 
on board. He said: ‘We are 
very excited for something 
new which will compliment 
the current mix. We are obvi-
ously gutted that Simon had 
to vacate the premises, but his 
health comes �rst.’

In a supporting statement to 
North Ayrshire Council plan-
ners the applicant, Ms Alix 
Hitching, explains what she 
proposes: ‘I am in the process 
of setting up a co�ee bean 
roasting business on Arran. 
I would wish to use the space 
for the roasting of green cof-
fee beans and to have a small 
retail o�ering from the site. 
�e split would be approx. 
roasting 80/20 retail. Most of 
my sales will be the business 
to business market.

‘�e new machine (Toper 
10kg), I will be using, will 

come �tted with an a�er-
burner. �e installation of 
the a�erburner will ensure 
that all unburnt components, 
smoke, smell and dust parti-
cles are re-burnt before being 
discharged. �e exhaust 
air of the roaster meets 
International EPA standards.

‘As the proposed site is in an 
area with a mix of production 
and retail, there is already 
provision for car park spaces. 
Immediately adjacent to 
Duchess Court is an area 
containing 24 dedicated car 
parks.

‘At start up, the business 
would be run by myself, 
with the hope that within 
24 months, I may be able to 
employ further sta�. I would 
envisage actual roasting of 
the beans to initially be half a 
day a week, building to a full 
day of roasting.

Ms Hitching adds: ‘I had 
previously applied for a site 
in Whiting Bay. However 
taking onboard the rather 
detailed objection of one of 
the potential neighbours, it 
was decided that in the scope 
of good relations from within 
a small community, I would 
look to place this business 
in an area more set up for a 
commercial enterprise.’

Be prepared for 
Christmas closures
With all GP practices and pharmacies closing on 
Wednesday 25 and �ursday 26 December, Arran resi-
dents are being urged to prepare to cope with any common 
health concerns.

Roisin Kavanagh, director of pharmacy, explains: ‘You 
can do a number of things to make sure you are prepared 
to deal with common illnesses for the coming months. 
Have a su�cient supply of medicines like paracetamol, 
sore throat and cough remedies, as these will help to 
relieve the symptoms of common ailments.

‘If you take regular medication, you should check your 
existing supplies and only order what you need to ensure 
you have enough to see you through the holiday weekend. 
It is also a good idea to make sure you know when your 
local GP practice and community pharmacy are closed.’

If you need a doctor or dentist and it cannot wait until 
your GP or dental surgery is open, call NHS 24 on 111.

Column sponsored by the Scottish Government

To 	nd out more about the career paths available 
and where to study visit CareersInHealthcare.scot

Become a Healthcare 
Professional and Get Ready 
for a Life-Changing Career.
A new campaign is shining a spotlight 
on a career in healthcare – highlighting 
the range of opportunities available 
and encouraging young people to 
consider it as a suitable profession.

A huge variety of careers (within 
nursing, midwifery, the allied health 
professions and healthcare science) 
are accessible and there are plenty 
of jobs available. What’s more, you 
can work in a wide range of settings 
from hospitals, GP practices, care 
homes, community clinics, people’s 
homes, or schools.

As well as an undergraduate bursary 
of £10,000 for those choosing to 
study nursing or midwifery from 
2020, a healthcare degree is highly 
valued, both here in Scotland and 
all over the world. 

It’s a stable and valued career for life 
– more people studying nursing related 
degrees go on to 	nd a job after their 
course than any other degree.

The new ‘What did you do today?’ 
campaign shows the signi	cant 
variety of opportunities within all 
healthcare professions including 
nursing, midwifery, healthcare science 
and the allied health professions 
such as radiographers, dietitians 
and paramedics, featuring real 
people sharing their real stories.

If you’re a young person or know 
one who’s still trying to 	gure out 
their career path, then working in 
healthcare could be a great route. 
No two days are the same, it’s 
rewarding, and you get to make 
a real difference to people’s lives.
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Thought for the week

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Bird appreciation
Sir,
It is just marvellous that we have 
Jim Cassels and supporters; giving 
us his � rst-class bird notes in the 
Arran Banner. His standard never 
varies throughout all the years he 
has been in charge.
 For Arran to have a bird recorder 
as skilled and knowledgeable as 
Jim is most fortunate indeed. He 
is as rare as a Siberian chi� cha�  
enjoying time at Clauchlands.

Reading his bird notes gives me 
pleasure, awareness and knowledge 
of the Isle of Arran, which I visit 
annually, and brings it nearer to 
me.

I am unable to properly write on 
Dr Cassels and all the work he and 
others do, regarding the production 
of bird notes, bird atlas, etc but to 
say thank you for all your skilled 
work.

Other people will be able to 
express their gratitude better than 
I can.

Yours,
Edward Jackson,
Glasgow.

Campaign thanks
Sir,
It was a privilege to stand again 
as the Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist candidate for North 
Ayrshire and Arran at the General 
Election last � ursday.

� e number of votes cast for me 
was higher than in 2017 and our 
solid performance proves we had a 
positive and engaging campaign. I 
am grateful to everyone who voted 
for me and I have enjoyed meeting 
and speaking to as many of you as 
possible.

With the collapse of the Labour 
vote locally and nationally, it is clear 
that only the Scottish Conservatives 
can and will stand up for Scotland’s 
place in the United Kingdom.

With a majority Conservative 
government now in place, I believe 
we will soon see the bene� ts of 
� nally leaving the EU across every 
part of our family of nations. 

Our country has been on pause 

for too long. Now we can move 
forward together, hopeful that the 
divisions of the past will � nally be 
allowed to heal.

Yours,
David Rocks,
Scottish Conservative and 

Unionist Candidate for North 
Ayrshire and Arran – 2019

What is a bunty?
Sir,
At the recent Arran Society of 
Glasgow annual dinner, one of the 
speakers, an Arran-born lady gave 
an amusing talk, during which she 
referred to us mainlander home 
owners (a little disparagingly?) as 
‘bunties’.

What would our great-uncle Willy, 
a Cromarty man, who wrote the 
Book of Arran, have made of that? 

We wonder what the origin of the 
term ‘bunty’ is.

Yours,
John Fraser MacKenzie,
Catacol.

Save those stamps
Sir,
Christmas and New Year is a time 
of giving and goodwill, but with a 
seemingly endless list of presents 
to buy and parties to attend, it isn’t 
always easy to � nd the spare cash to 
donate to a charitable cause.

� is Christmas, you can help 
support sight loss charity the Royal 
National Institute of Blind People 
(RNIB) by collecting used stamps 
from the cards and parcels you’ll no 
doubt be receiving during the festive 
period and into the New Year.

Your stamps will be recycled and 

turned into vital funds that will 
help RNIB break down barriers that 
still exist in society for people living 
with sight loss.

 By donating your stamps, you will 
be supporting blind and partially 
sighted people and helping to tackle 
issues of isolation, inequality and 
unemployment head on.

To get involved and receive your 
pre-paid envelopes, visit www.rnib.
org.uk/stamps or call 0303 123 9999. 
� en all you have to do is send your 
stamps using RNIB’s freepost en-
velopes, and they’ll take care of the 
rest. It really is that easy!

Show your support to RNIB this 
festive season, get collecting those 
stamps and help to create an equal 
society for people living with sight 
loss. � ank you.

Vanessa Feltz,
for RNIB Scotland.

‘� e angel said, “Mary will have a 
son, and you will name him Jesus 
– because he will save his people 
from their sins”.’ Matt 1:21

Our photograph of the week captures the decidedly wintry feeling on Arran in the run-up to Christmas. 
In this picture taken by a sta�  photographer, the winter hues of black and blue are punctuated with 
a touch of colour from the Brodick Christmas tree on the shorefront which shines brightly on a frosty 
evening after the sun has set. 01_B51potw01

Looking to the 
future
Providing pupils with an insight 
into future career possibilities, 
the jobs fair at Arran High 
School exempli� ed the wealth 
of opportunities and support 
that is available to pupils in the 
modern educational system.

The event was not only 
successful in helping to clarify 
what pupils can expect once 
they leave school, and helping 
to relieve some of the fears 
about what the job market will 
entail in the future, but also 
it was a shining beacon for 
industry and business on Arran.

Speaking to the various 
representatives and employers, 
pupils were assured that 
employment, in whatever 
vocation they choose, is 
available on Arran and that 
opportunities can still exist in 
the island economy. No longer 
is having to leave the island 
for employment the option 
that it once was, even for the 
most optimistic of pupils, but 
the established industries and 
organisations can o� er a wealth 
of variety and range. Of course, 
further education and mainland 
opportunities were represented 
and will be the preferred option 
for many, but for those who 
wish to follow their career 
paths in the villages where they 
were raised, opportunities do 
abound.

Equally heartening was the 
level of participation from island 
business – of which there were 
many, and there would have 
been even more had it not been 
for disrupted ferry sailings. The 
jobs fair was a huge success, not 
only for the pupils, as time will 
tell, but for local businesses too.
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At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’ Code of 
Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes 
happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a signi�cant mistake and 
you wish to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing editor@
arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis�ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, which 
will investigate the matter, by emailing: 
inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if 
they have a name, full address and phone number.

GETINVOLVED
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The true meaning 
of Christmas
A timely message from 
Arran Churches Together
One of the most remarkable Christmas stories is the account of the British 
and German soldiers holding a truce on the front line on Christmas Day in 
1914.

A�er weeks of exchanging gun�re, the cease�re began with the singing 
of Christmas carols, the Germans singing ‘Stille nacht’ and then both sides 
singing ‘O come all ye faithful’. �e soldiers exchanged gi�s instead of 
bullets and treated each other as fellow human beings.

In this day and age, when there are so many con�icts in the world, we 
need to remember that Jesus was born to bring peace to the world. As the 
angels sang to the shepherds, ‘Glory to God on high and peace on earth.’ If 
soldiers �ghting in one of the bitterest wars in history can meet in peace on 
Christmas Day, we too should have love and compassion for others.

�is is the time to remind ourselves of the true meaning of Christmas, that 
we are all human beings, created in God’s image. We all share the resources 
of the world. 

We may not be able to do much to help the victims of con�ict in other 
countries but we can help those who are su�ering in our own community. As 
we enjoy our Christmas festivities, let us remember those who are homeless, 
those who are alone, and those who are unable to celebrate this Christmas. 
Let us pray that in some small way we may be able to show them the love of 
Jesus and bring the joy of Christmas into their lives.

Silent night! Holy night!
Christ is here, all is light,
Shadows of the past are gone
With the advent of the Son,
Born to save us all.

Dealing with loss
and bereavement
over Christmas
It’s one year now since we, Jan 
Attkins and I, began the Last Waltz, 
a safe and supported space to share 
memories and recognise loss. 

Christmas can be a particularly 
di�cult time for those of us who 
have su�ered bereavement. 

Memories from the past can crowd 
in to make the loss feel harder. 
Cheerful decorations and tunes 
don’t help.

We don’t have the answers, but we 
have some suggestions we hope may 
help you through. �ey are gleaned 
from experience, both personal and 
shared from the community:

• Begin each day by checking in 
with yourself. Take a few moments 
to ask, ‘how am I?’ Feeling down or 
sad is allowed, it’s ok. Realising how 
you feel allows you to set realistic ex-
pectations for your day. If you need 
to be at a festive gathering, ask ‘how 
do I make this the best experience 
for myself that I can?’ O�en this will 
involve planning ‘time out’ and/or 
making sure you are with trusted 
friends. Just knowing you can leave 

early if you choose can makes a 
di�erence.

• If friends offer help, accept if 
you feel ok to do so. Allowing help 
says, ‘I trust you’. �is is a gi� to 
that friend. O�en the best help is a 
listening ear. Sharing memories and 
loss is an important part of grieving.

• Don’t be surprised if you feel 
angry. �is is natural and does not 
mean you are cold or uncaring.

• Treat yourself as if you are in 
recovery, you are! Be kind and tol-
erant of your moods and gentle with 
yourself.

You are welcome to join us for 
the December meeting of the Last 
Waltz, at Heather Lodge, on Sunday 
December 22 from 2-4pm. More 
information is available at www.
heatherlodge.scot

Susan Knox

Wishing all our customers a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year
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Scarf initiative has charity 
cash wrapped up
A scarf knitting fundraising 
initiative by Bay Wool and 
Cra�s in Whiting Bay has 
raised £500 for Arran RNLI 
and Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team (AMRT) as well as 
delivering almost 50 scarves 
to homeless charity Seascape 
Ayr.

Launched with the help of 
Arran MP Patricia Gibson, 
the project started in April 
this year and involved visitors 
to the store knitting a few 
rows on a scarf while enjoy-
ing refreshments and the 
company of other knitters in 
return for a small donation.

�e aim was to see how 
many scarves could be knit-
ted before the Shop Arran 
week at the end of November 
and involved individuals and 
groups. 

Participants eagerly con-
tributed to the initiative. �ey 
included spinner and weaver 
Rory Rutherford, who spins 
and dyes his own wool on 
Arran, who donated a scarf.

Further a�eld, Anne and 
John Stephenson from 

Hudders�eld read about 
the initiative through the 
Arran Banner online. �ey 
donated a signi�cant number 
of scarves and travelled to 
Arran to deliver them.

Co-organiser of the initia-
tive with her husband Steve, 
Kat Sparshott said: ‘With the 
combined and hugely appre-
ciated help of summer visi-
tors, Rory Rutherford of Spin 
O� and the lightning needles 
of Anne and John Stephenson 
from Hudders�eld, we have 
an amazing 47 scarves to be 
handed to the charity for the 
homeless, Seascape Ayr, in 
time for Christmas.

‘Over the eight months we 
have been knitting, an en-
during memory has been the 
Optimists Discovery Group 
from Kilsyth, one of the �rst 
groups of ladies to sit down 
and knit with us. �ere were 
six of them in total.

‘�ere was also a couple 
from Hull and their rescue 
dog Piper, who had followed 
them to their car and eventu-
ally learned how to open the 

windows and escape. �en 
there was a young lady who 
spent three hours knitting 
an attractive and intricate 
design, all completely from 
memory, while it poured 
down outside. She and her 
boyfriend were only on Arran 
for the day and overnight 
but were content to while 
away the hours in the shop 
knitting.

‘We are very grateful to all 
the wonderful people we’ve 
met through this project, old 
and young, new knitters and 
those who can’t remember 
not being able to knit. 

‘A massive thanks to 
everyone who took part and 
donated. Extra thanks to Liz 
McLean and the Big Co-op 
for rounding up the �nal 
total.’

Kat and Steve presented 
cheques to representatives of 
the RNLI and AMRT who 
expressed their gratitude for 
the donations, all of which 
will help contribute to mak-
ing the services they provide 
possible.

Arran Mountain Rescue Team representatives receive a donation from Kat and Steve 
Sparshott. 01_B51scarves02

Linda MacCallum, Jill Je�ries and Kat Sparshott of Bay Wool and Crafts with some of the 
scarves that will be donated to the homeless. 01_B51scarves03
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Scarf initiative has charity 
cash wrapped up

Kat and Steve Sparshott present a cheque to Arran RNLI representatives. 

John Stephenson visits Lamlash with some of the scarves he and his wife Anne donated. 

John Stephenson 
of Hudders�eld 

visited a number 
of Arran locations 

during his visit 
to deliver the 

scarves.

Fund will support VE 
Day commemorations

How our sister paper The Oban Times reported the VE Day 
celebrations in 1945. 

Community groups and 
organisations across North 
Ayrshire are being given a 
helping hand to commemo-
rate the 75th anniversary of 
VE Day next summer.

VE Day 75 – from May 8 to 
10 next year - is a three-day 
international event to mark 
the 75th anniversary of the 
end of the Second World War 
in Europe.

Many organisations will be 
planning to hold events or de-
liver activities that mark this 
signi�cant event in history.

Grants of up to £1,000 are 
available to help support these 
events and North Ayrshire 
Council is now accepting 
applications for potential 
funding.

Rhona Arthur, interim 
head of service for connected 
communities, said: ‘Although 
it was almost 75 years ago, the 
Second World War a�ected 
all of our families in some 
way. It’s �tting we mark 
and commemorate what is 
a landmark moment in our 
history, when the guns fell si-

lent across Europe and people 
took to the streets to celebrate 
peace and mourn those who 
would not return home.

‘�e 75th anniversary of 
VE Day provides us with an 
opportunity to join commu-
nities throughout Europe in 
remembering and honouring 
the service and sacri�ce of 
our Armed Forces, veterans 
and their families.’

Grants of £200, £500 or 
£1000 will be available and 

applications forms can be 
downloaded from the North 
Ayrshire Council website at 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/
your-community/communi-
ty-funding.aspx

Printed versions can be 
collected from or requested 
via North Ayrshire Heritage 
Centre, Saltcoats, on 01294 
464174, or Irvine Townhouse 
on 01294 310090. 

Applications must be sub-
mitted by January 6 2020.
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Wish all their customers and 
friends a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year

Tel: 01770 860246

ACTION ON DEPRESSION  0808 802 2020
www.actionondepression.org
BREATHING SPACE  0800 83 85 87
www.breathingspacescotland.co.uk
CHILDLINE  0800 11 11
www.childline.org.uk
CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE SCOTLAND  0845 600 2227
www.crusescotland.org.uk
SAMARITANS  08457 90 90 90
www.samaratins.org
TOUCHED BY SUICIDE  01294 229087
www.touchedbysuicidescotland.org
YOUNGMINDS  020 7336 8445
www.youngminds.org.uk

2 NEWS

PUBLIC HELP LINES
ACTION ON DEPRESSION 0808 802 2020 

www.actionondepression.org   

BREATHING SPACE 0800 83 85 87

www.breathingspacescotland.co.uk  

CHILDLINE 0800 11 11

www.childline.org.uk   

CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE SCOTLAND 0845 600 2227 

www.crusescotland.org.uk

SAMARITANS 08457 90 90 90

www.samaratins.org    

TOUCHED BY SUICIDE 01294 229087

www.touchedbysuicidescotland.org   

YOUNGMINDS 020 7336 8445

www.youngminds.org.uk

Continued from page 1

Social case

Wishing all our 
customers a very 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

John Robertson 
& Sons 

wish all their 
customers and 

suppliers a very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Gator and the team at 
William Kerr & Sons would like to 

wish all their clients a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Tel 860208

would like to 
wish all their clients a very Merry 

would like to William Kerr & Sons 
wish all their clients a very Merry 

William Kerr & Sons 

C.M WEIR & SONS

Machrie Garage

Would like to wish all their 
customers a very Merry 

Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year

BAH HUMBUG!
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Merry Christmas & a 
Happy New Year
to all our friends and 
partners from everyone at 
VisitArran and the 
Arran Trust.

Golf Course Rd, Whiting Bay • Tel: 700393

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
everyone. 

From all at the Coffee Pot.

Merry Christmas to all our patients and clients. Thank 
you for all your support in 2019 and all Good Wishes 
for 2020. From Charlotte, Shona, Gemma and Danielle.

The surgery will be closed for the Bank Holidays on 
the 25th and 26th December and the 1st and 2nd 
of January but please phone 302511 as usual for 
emergencies. 

Arran Vets

would like to wish our customers 
a Happy Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year.
We will be closed from 22nd December 

to 5th January 2020 inclusive

Cladach Sawmill



� e Arran Banner
Saturday 21 December 201914  NEWS

Words and photos
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Words and photos
by Colin Smeeton
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Jobs fair helps guide the future young workforce
More than 20 businesses 
from Arran and the main-
land provided Arran High 
School pupils with a wealth 
of information about various 
opportunities available to 
pupils at a careers event last 
week.

Taking place in the games 
hall, the jobs fair is part of the 
Curriculum for Excellence 
which includes Developing 
the Young Workforce, 
partnered with Skills 
Development Scotland.

� e undertaking, organised 
by deputy head teacher 
Susan Foster, received a huge 
amount of support from local 
businesses and had it not 
been for the disruption of the 
ferry services owing to bad 
weather even more mainland 
businesses would have been 
represented.

Still, many mainland or-
ganisations attended. 

� ese included the 
Construction Industry 
Training Board which made 
its o� ering technologically 
interactive with a virtual 
reality presentation. � e 
maritime industry was rep-
resented by British Marine 
Scotland and the military 
provided further options 
through the Royal Navy 
representative.

Career path
Further education was 

presented as a career path 
with Glasgow Caledonian 
University providing infor-
mation about various courses 
and degrees available for 
pupils. 

A Police Scotland repre-
sentative spoke to pupils 
about the work they do and 
the careers available to new 
recruits.

Arran businesses repre-
sented included: Auchrannie 
Resort, SSE, Eco Savvy, 

Arran Sense of Scotland, 
CalMac, Stagecoach, 
Armitage Groundworks, 
Arran Haulage, VisitArran, 
McAlister Opticians, Royal 
Bank of Scotland, VisitArran 
and Arran Outdoor 
Education Centre. 

Farmer Niall McMaster 
spoke to children about the 
farming industry on Arran.

Mrs Foster expressed 
her gratitude to all of the 
businesses which took part, 
noting it was this type of 
community participation and 
willingness of people to work 
together and help each other 
that made the event extra 
special, particularly relevant 
and of great use to pupils.

Future
Pupils from S1 to S6 took 

the opportunity to visit the 
event throughout the day 
asking questions about the 
businesses and � nding out 
about what opportunities 
and careers they anticipate 
pursuing in the future.

Angus Raeburn of SSE - formerly Scottish and Southern Electricity - shows two young 
boys some of the cable SSE electricians work with. 01_B50career02

Andrew Binnie of Eco Savvy was in demand from children 
wanting to know about eBikes and ‘green’ careers. 
01_B50career03

Pupils are enthralled by a talk from forester Andy Walker 
of Forestry and Land Scotland who demonstrated some of 
the equipment used in the industry. 01_B50career04

Margaret Bulger and Lois Bell of Arran Sense of Scotland speak to pupils about careers in 
the company and within the industry. 01_B50career05

CalMac employees Tim Crockett and Adam Brown speak to pupils about the various 
career opportunities with their organisation. 01_B50career06

Pupils line up to try the 
virtual reality headset 
provided by construction 
advisor Margaret Evans of 
the Construction Industry 
Training Board. 01_B50career19

Farmer Niall McMaster 
speaks to pupils about 
the variety of work and 
the positive aspects of 
the agricultural sector. 
01_B50career18
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Jobs fair helps guide the future young workforce

Auchrannie people development manager Amanda Pirie 
speaks to two young girls about the various careers in the 
hospitality industry. 01_B50career01

Scott Clark speaks to pupils about the various careers 
available at Stagecoach. 01_B50career07

Rachel Armitage of Armitage Groundworks provides 
pupils with an insight into the building and construction 
industry with details about careers and a fun quiz which 
children tried to test their construction knowledge. 
01_B50career08

Lauren Burns and Tracey Davy of Arran Haulage outline 
the numerous career paths available from the company. 
01_B50career09

Melissa Pettigrew, recruitment and events administration 
assistant at Glasgow Caledonian University, speaks to 
pupils about further education opportunities. 01_B50career10

Alison Downs of Holy Loch Marina represented British 
Marine Scotland and Maritime UK and answered ques-
tions pupils had about careers in the maritime industry. 
01_B50career11

Optical assistant Laura Tomlinson of McAlister Opticians 
has a laugh and shares a sweet treat with pupils interested 
in learning more about the ophthalmic industry. 01_B50career12

Two pupils listen intently to Karen Ward from Royal Bank 
of Scotland about the various careers in the banking 
industry. 01_B50career13

PC Ian Thomson speaks to pupils about the responsi-
bilities of police o�cers and the career opportunities 
available to new recruits. 01_B50career14

Sheila Gilmore �elds a large number of questions from 
pupils wanting to learn about destination management 
and marketing opportunities within the industry and 
VisitArran. 01_B50career15

Crawford Dick of the Royal Navy was kept busy with pupils 
enquiring about careers in the navy. 01_B50career16

Ian Staples and Tom Nichol of the Arran Outdoor 
Education Centre speak to pupils about outdoor edu-
cation and the various pursuits and careers available to 
outdoor enthusiasts. 01_B50career17
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Our 3 island Co-ops would like to wish 
all our customers a Merry Christmas 

and a Prosperous New Year.
Thank you to all our members for assisting us 

in raising funds for our community.
Opening Times

BIG CO-OP,  BRODICK
6am - 10pm - 23rd December
6am - 8pm - 24th December

Closed - Christmas Day
6am - 10pm -  Boxing Day

6am - 8pm - 31st December
6am - 10pm - New Year’s Day

WEE CO, BRODICK AND LAMLASH
7am - 10pm - 23rd December
7am - 9pm - 24th December

Closed - Christmas Day
8am - 8pm -  Boxing Day

7am - 9pm - 31st December
8am - 8pm - New Year’s Day

JOY TO THE WORLD

we
WISH YOUa merry
Christmas

Wish all our customers a Merry 
Christmas & a prosperous New Year

Shop home deliveries available please call or ask in store 
Thanks for shopping locally

SHOP OPENING HOURS - Tel 01770 860220

GARAGE OPENING HOURS - Tel 01770 860277
DECEMBER 

24th - OPEN - 09.00 – 17.00
25th & 26th - CLOSED

27th & 28th - OPEN - 09.00 – 17.00 
29th - CLOSED

30th & 31st - OPEN -  09.00 – 17.00 
JANUARY

1st & 2nd – CLOSED
 3rd & 4th - OPEN -  9.00 – 17.00

 5th - CLOSED

DECEMBER 
24th - OPEN - 08.30 – 17.30

25th & 26th – CLOSED
27th & 28th – OPEN - 08.30 – 17.30

29th  - OPEN - 12.30 – 17.00
30th & 31st - OPEN -  08.30 - 17.30

JANUARY 
1st & 2nd - CLOSED

 3rd & 4th  - OPEN - 08.30 – 17.30
 5th  - OPEN - 12.30 – 17.00

FUEL SALES ONLY, CARD ACCEPTED. WE WILL ISSUE AN UPDATE IN THE NEW 
YEAR REGARDING REPAIRS AND MOT’S. WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR CUS-

TOMERS FOR THEIR PATIENCE & UNDERSTANDING AT THIS TIME.
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Bill and Aileen

wish all their relatives 
and friends a Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

To all my family 
and friends 

from 
Betty Lennox

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

To all my family, 
friends and 

neighbours from 
Betty Bunyan, 

Corrie

Personal Christmas greetings
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festive hours… 
 

Christmas Eve 9am – 4pm (kitchen closes 330pm) 
 
 

Christmas day, Boxing Day and 27th – closed 
 
 

Saturday 28th  - 9am – 430 pm (kitchen closes 4pm) 
 

Sunday 29th 10am – 430pm (kitchen closes 4pm) 
 
 

Monday 30th and Tuesday 31st 9am – 430 pm (kitchen closes 4pm) 
 

1st and 2nd January – closed 
 

Kicking off the new decade on 3rd January at 9am for business as usualJ  
 
 

	
  

 
 

 

A massive thank you to all our customers for your continued support in 2019! 
 

Wishing you all a fabulous festive season and a Happy New Year! 
 

With love from all the team @ 
 

	
  

	
  

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

we wish you a merry Christmas
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YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT’S ON IN ARRAN

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

December bridge club results
Arran Bridge Club has had a 
busy month of competitions 
during December but has 
now �nished for the festival 
holidays and will resume in 
January.

�e results of the 
matchpoints game held on 
Monday December 2 were: 
1 Janie Maclure and Anne 
McKelvie, 2 John Baraclough 
and Dougie Bruce, 3 Tricia 
Martin and David Campbell, 
4 Jan and John Beattie. Five 
tables.

�e results of the aggregate 
game held on �ursday 
December 5 were: N/S 1.  
Tricia Martin and Douglas 
Hamilton, 2. Jennifer 
McArthur and Maureen 
Cumming, 3. Pat Adamson 
and Brenda Livingstone. 
E/W 1. Jan and John Beattie, 
2. Margaret McGill and 
Tom Kelly, 3. Ellie Jones and 

Elizabeth McKellar. Four and 
a half tables.

�e results of the aggregate 
game played on Monday 
December 9 were: N/S 1. 
Brenda Livingstone and Pat 
Adamson, 2. Tricia Martin 
and David Campbell, 3. 
Dougie and Margaret Bruce. 

E/W 1. David Henderson 
and Anne McKelvie, 2. Tom 
Kelly and Jane Davidson, 
3. Margaret McGill and Liz 
McKellar. Five tables.

�e results of the match-
points game played on 
�ursday December 12 
were: 1. Tricia Martin and 

Douglas Hamilton, 1. Dougie 
and Margaret Bruce, 3. 
David Campbell and Anne 
McKelvie, 4. John Baraclough 
and Jennifer Wales. Six and a 
half tables.

�e results of the aggregate 
game played on Monday 
December 16 were: N/S 1. 
Tricia Martin and David 
Campbell, 2. Maureen 
Cumming and Fiona 
Henderson, 3. Pat Adamson 
and Brenda Livingstone. 
E/W 1. Dougie and Margaret 
Bruce, 2. Janie Maclure and 
Anne McKelvie, 3. Alison 
Bilsland and Elaine Duncan. 
Six and a half tables.

�e Arran Bridge Club 
wishes all their members and 
visitors, from near and far, a 
Happy Christmas and a good 
New Year. Bridge resumes on 
Monday January 6, 2020 at 
Little Rock, Brodick at 7pm.

Who stole Santa’s 
secret parcels?

The ladies enjoy the Lamlash SWI Christmas party. 

Lamlash SWI party 
this year had the usual 
delicious bu�et, compe-
tition, and Secret Santa, 
but for a change added 
in a murder mystery-type 
enactment, though on 
the gentler Christmas 
theme of who stole 
Santa’s parcels.

Luckily the audience 
managed to work out 
who had stolen them 
away out of spite and 
when confronted by the 
evidence the character 
was full of remorse, so the 
parcels were returned to 
Santa ready for Christmas 
Eve. A happy ending 
to the party and an 
enjoyable and informa-
tive autumn session.

Remember new 
members will be assured 
of a warm welcome no 
matter what time of the 
year they join or come 
along as a visitor.

Janet Mair

FOOD SERVED
 DAILY

 FROM 12-9PM

CALL OUR
FRIENDLY

RECEPTION
TEAM ON 

01770 302968

www.thedouglashotel.co.uk

GIFT VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE FROM OUR WEBSITE 

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS 

THIS FESTIVE SEASON COME 
AND JOIN US FOR A DISCO 

EVERY SATURDAY 
IN DECEMBER  FROM 9PM

(OVER 21s ONLY)

NO TICKETS REQUIRED

IF YOU WOULD LIKE 
PRE-DISCO DINING, YOU CAN 

RESERVE A TABLE IN OUR BISTRO 
FROM 6-9PM

FESTIVE MENU 
SERVED DAILY 12-9PM
UNTIL 23rd DECEMBER

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED
FOR BAR DINING

GIVE US A CALL IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO RESERVE A 

TABLE IN THE BISTRO
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Woodland revival takes 
root with volunteer help

Another visiting volunteer group make their mark by planting native trees in Glen Rosa. 

Holidaymakers, schoolchil-
dren and refugees are among 
the many people getting in-
volved in the National Trust 
for Scotland project to revive 
Glen Rosa’s woodland, writes 
Colin Smeeton.

�e latest helpers, 12 people 
taking part in one of the 
conservation charity’s work-

Local schoolchildren play their part in the reforestation 
project. 

Volunteers enjoy a well-deserved break during planting in 
Glen Rosa. 

ing holidays, planted 3,500 
trees in November in one of 
Scotland’s most dramatic 
landscapes.

Generously supported 
by the players of Peoples 
Postcode Lottery, this project 
aims to revive woodland 
landscapes lost gradually over 
time, protecting Scotland’s 

natural environment for 
future generations.

Kate Sampson, senior 
ranger for the NTS explains 
more about the project and 
who’s getting involved: ‘Tree 
loss in Glen Rosa started with 
felling by the �rst Bronze 
age settlers, then grazing by 
community farmers, followed 
by sheep a�er the people were 
cleared from the glen during 
the clearances and now sheep 
are replaced by red deer. 

�e remaining trees in the 
glen cling to steep-sided gul-
lies or crags where the deer 
cannot reach. Now deer will 
be fenced out of an area of 400 
hectares, allowing the ground 
to recover from over grazing 
and enabling us to kick start 
the habitat revival by planting 
trees.

‘�is ambitious project 
aims to plant 40,000 trees 
this winter. Native broadleaf 
species have been selected for 
planting, including the en-

demic Arran whitebeam and 
locally sourced aspen. �ese 
will be planted with oaks, 
hazel, birch and willows, 
creating a naturalistic upland 
woodland.

‘Arran is famous for its 
three endemic trees: the 
Arran whitebeams. Only 
found on Arran, they are 
some of the most endangered 
trees in the world. Over the 
years a local tree ‘guru’ Henry 
Murdo, has been collecting 
seed and propagating the 
Arran whitebeams. His trees 
will �nd a new home in Glen 
Rosa, hopefully securing the 
species for the future.

‘Aspens on Arran are 
another tree species living 
on the edge. A DNA survey 
of our remaining aspen 
revealed that only female 
trees were le�. Now we are 
planting males that have 
been micro propagated from 
root cuttings of aspens taken 
from other parts of the island, 
thanks to Forestry and Land 
Scotland. Only through our 
new planting will the aspens 
have a chance of producing 
new baby aspens.

‘But it’s not all about the 
trees, only a small part of the 
fenced o� area will be planted, 
leaving open space for golden 
eagles that are hunting and 
visually the mountains will 
still be glimpsed through the 
open canopy.

‘�e 40,000 trees will have 
a positive impact, increasing 

biodiversity, helping reduce 
climate change not only 
through storing carbon diox-
ide but also through reducing 
the impact of �ood events and 
landslips, and reducing the 
risk of heathland �res.

‘One of the most rewarding 
parts of this project has been 
the overwhelming positive 
response shown from the 
community. 

‘Many people have o�ered 
up their time to help plant 
trees. Others who can no 
longer help physically have 
given donations for more 
trees.

‘�e local school, Brodick 
Primary School, have been 
out planting as have Syrian 
refugee families. Together 
they are helping to make a 
di�erence and although the 
work may be hard with a 
long walk in and sometimes 
challenging weather condi-
tions, at the end of the day 
almost everyone comes back 
smiling.’

For more information 
contact: goatfell@nts.org.
uk and keep up to date with 
the project on Facebook – 
https://www.facebook.com/
ArranRangerService/.
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Castle celebrates Christmas with 
community trees

Little tubs of ice cream on 
the Arran Dairies tree.

Brodick Castle has been 
celebrating Christmas 
throughout the month and, 
for the �rst time, has asked 
local businesses and com-
munity groups to join in the 
festive fun by inviting them 
to decorate Christmas trees 
around the castle.

A total of six trees have 
been decorated around the 
National Trust for Scotland 
property. �e tree from 
VisitArran has guidebooks 
and ArranCards, Arran Ice 
Cream has chosen to decorate 
its tree with mini tubs of its 
goodies, Lagg Distillery has 
festooned its tree with bottles 

The Achrannie Resort baubles which decorate their tree. 

The tree created by Crafts & Company. 

The Eco Savvy tree invites 
visitors to make ‘eco 
pledges’. 

The VisitArran tree 
has pride of place 

in the Beckford 
Collection room. 

A train runs round one of the castle’s own trees. 

of whisky and the Auchrannie 
Resort has had hundreds of 
baubles specially made for 
its tree. Arts collective Cra�s 
& Company has gone for an 
upcycled theme, while Arran 
Eco Savvy has used its tree 
to invite visitors to make ‘eco 
pledges’.

Castle sta� have also 
decorated a number of trees 
themselves, including one 
with a �amboyant crinoline, 
another with a train set run-
ning around the outside and a 
third with decorations made 
out of sheets of music paper.

In addition to the trees, the 
castle has had a full calendar 

of festive fun. �ere’s an elf 
scavenger hunt to �nd the 
cheeky elves hidden around 
the castle, a North Pole post 
box for writing letters to 
Santa, and a Christmas photo 
backdrop in the Drawing 
Room for creating that per-
fect Christmas card family 
photograph.

�e castle has also been 
running Christmas-themed 
historical tours of the prop-
erty that feature stories from 
the families that have called 
the beautiful building home.

Operations manager Dr 
Jared Bowers said: ‘It’s won-
derful to be able to welcome 
visitors in to the castle at this 
time of year and show it o� 
in such a magical way. It’s 
the perfect place to get in to 
the Christmas spirit and help 
our charity to protect Brodick 
and Scotland’s other special 
places too.’

Christmas at Brodick 
Castle is open this weekend, 
but closes a�er Sunday. All 
activities are included for free 
within the normal admission 
price and entry is free for 
National Trust for Scotland 
members.
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Every day
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Geopark Information & Activity Centre                                                  Lochranza, 9am - 5pm
Brodick Castle and Gardens Open 10am - 5pm
Octopus Centre  Old Pavilion, Lamlash, centre open seven days, 11am - 3pm
Octopus Centre – tennis    Old Pavilion, Lamlash, open 7 days, any time 
Brodick Mini Golf       Open seven days, 9am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather                    
Public swimming Auchrannie Spa Pool, Brodick, 10am - 4pm (last entry 3pm) 
                                                                                                          and 6pm-8pm  (last entry 7pm)
Swimming lessons Auchrannie Hotel Pool, Brodick, Monday -Thursday, 4pm - 6pm
Arran Brewery                                   Open Monday, Thursday, Friday  & Saturday 11.30am till 4pm
                                                                      Sunday, 2pm - 4pm. Closed Tuesday and Wednesday
                                                                                       To arrange a tour please call 01770 302353

Saturday 21st December
Christmas at the Castle                                      Brodick Castle and Country Gardens, 10am – 4pm
Q30                                                                              Auchrannie Spa Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Christmas Craft Fair                                                                                   Brodick Hall, 11am – 3pm
Visit Santa                                                                                      Gordon Bros, Lamlash 1pm - 3pm
Pop -Up Evening, BYOB (bookings only)                                    The  Shore, Whiting Bay from 6pm
Live Music – Shindig                                                Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live Music –  ThunderRoad are an all-round rock covers band                   The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Dining and Disco or Disc only                                                       The Douglas Hotel, Brodick , 9pm 
Over-21’s Disco   Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm

Sunday 22nd December
Christmas at the Castle                                     Brodick Castle and Country Gardens, 10am – 4pm
Q30                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Live Music –  Open Mic with Nicola Evans           Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, Brodick,1pm – 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm – 3pm
Live Music –  Neil Wilson - virtuoso guitarist                                    The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm - 6pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                Brodick Church Hall, 5pm – 6.30pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                                       Shiskine Hall, Shiskine,  9pm
Folk Music Session                                                                            Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 23rd December
Morning Fitness                                                               Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am-10.30am
Arran Punch Out                                                                           Arran High School, Lamlash, 6pm
Circuit training   Auchrannie Spa Resort, 6pm - 7pm 
Rink Games                                                                                       Brodick Bowling Club, 6.15pm 
Winter Bridge, visitors welcome, www.arranbridgeweb              Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Live Music – Megan Hamill                                     Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do, Adults and over 10s                                            Brodick Church Hall, 7pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 24th December
Body Blitz (booking essential) Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am - 10.30am 
Healthy Outdoors Team Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy Energy Surgeries Home Farm, Brodick, 10am – 3pm
Chess Morning                                                            Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 11am
Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                           Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm – 4.30pm
Hatton Boxing                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Resort, 6pm – 7pm

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.com

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

CRAFT BREWERY TOURS AVAILABLE DAILY

Live Music – Christmas Carols and Santa                    Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 6pm 
Eco Savvy Food Share Whiting Bay Eco Savvy Hub Shop, 9pm
Trev’s Pop Music Quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional Music Sessions Brodick Bar, 9pm

Wednesday 25th  December

Thursday 26th December 
Kettlercise                                                                        Auchrannie Spa Resort,  11am – 11.45am 
Blackwaterfoot annual Boxing Day bowls competition                                 Blackwaterfoot, 1.30pm
Live Music –  Olivia Barker                                                                          The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Resort, 6.15pm – 7.15pm
Arran Punch Out                                                                       Arran High School, Lamlash, 7.30pm                                                         
Live Music –  Open Session                                         Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm                                              
Eco Savvy Food Share Brodick Ormidale Pavilion, 8.15pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                                                      Kilmory Hall, 8.30pm  
Tommy’s General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 27th December
Yoga                                                                                Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie House Hotel, 9.30am – 10.30am
ACLI - Friday Garden Club                                  Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 10am – 12.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                      Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo advanced kids 6.30-7.30pm, advanced juniors & adults, AHS, 7.30pm - 9pm 
Live Music –  Fatman and The Angel                                       Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Friday Night Quiz                                                         Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                       Octopus Centre, COAST, Lamash, 9pm
Disco with DJ McGarrigle                                                                            The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Saturday 28th December
Q30                                                                              Auchrannie Spa Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Live Music – Anchorline                                          Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live Music –  Hingin by a Threed, Celtic folk band                                      The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Dining and Disco or Disc only                                                       The Douglas Hotel, Brodick , 9pm 
Over-21’s Disco   Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm
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THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday December 24, 1999

Christmas memories of yesteryear

Corrie pupils at their Puss in Boots concert last Friday. 01_B51TweY02

Nursery pupils at Corrie perform for their parents. 01_B51TweY01

Santa is photographed with all of the pupils at Corrie. 01_B51TweY03

Pirnmill head teacher Carol Shaw assists Santa who 
is handing a present to Carrie McGloin. 01_B51TweY04

Pirnmill pupil Natalie Innes 
Meets Santa. 01_B51TweY05

Claire Taylor of Corrie receives a gift from Santa. 01_B51TweY06

Santa poses with pupils at Whiting Bay. 01_B51TweY07

Lewis Kennedy was 
delighted to meet Santa 
and receive a gift. 01_B51TweY08



PROPERTY

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

BANNER CLASSIFIEDS
PRINTING SERVICES

Private sales 
Free listings for items under £50
WANTED
Old Tools Wanted - 
Especially carpentry hand 
tools such as planes, chis-
els etc. Anything old and 
interesting considered. 
Cash waiting. Call Peter on 
07481108799. Lochranza 

Off-road 4x4 vehicles, mo-
torhomes and campervans 
Tel: 07546 788945

SALES
Round Bale Haylage, good 
quality. Buyer uplifts. Offers 
please. Tel: 01770 700371.
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PUBLIC NOTICETECH SUPPORT

SELF STORAGE

Arran Branch Saltire Society 
AGM

Wednesday 15th January
Co-op Meeting Room, Brodick

5pm
All Welcome

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) 

ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk.  Written 
representations may also be made to the Head Of Service (Economic Development & 
Regeneration) at the above address by 10.01.20. Any representations received will be 
open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013  

REGULATION 20(1)
19/00925/PP; Site To North West Of Margareoch, Whiting Bay, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; 
Erection of 1 and 1/2 storey dwelling house and detached garage.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to 
the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of 
the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or 
in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In 

the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court 
or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total 
or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper 
or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of 
any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.

8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of 
publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any 
error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the 
Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.

9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of 
all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal 
actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and 
to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has 
been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

TECH SUPPORT
SANDY KERR

t: 07917631626
e: sandykerr@outlook.com

¥ Hardware & Software 
Installations 

¥ Repairs & Upgrades 
¥ PC & Mac 
¥ Solo/Group Training  
¥ Smart Home 

Appliances  
¥ Mobile Repairs 

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for 2020 from Sandy

Mobile Repairs Mobile Repairs 
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DEATH

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 
together
Minister:
Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant: 
Mrs Jean Hunter:
Sunday 22nd December 
Pirnmill and Lochranza 
Churches together, 
10.15am Morning Worship 
at Pirnmill, Including 
Sacrament of Baptism
Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Morning Worship, Nativity& 
Family Christmas Service.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 
Morning Worship.
� ere will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 
at 1.30pm.
Tuesday 24th December
Shiskine Church Christmas 
Eve Watchnight Service at 
11.30pm.
Brodick Church, Christmas 
Eve Family Service at 
5.00pm.and at 11.30 pm. 
Watchnight Service.
Corrie Church 9.30 pm. 
Christmas Eve Service.
Wednesday 25th December
 Lochranza Church, 11am. 
Christmas Day Service.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005
Sunday 22nd December 
A Service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols will be 
conducted by the minister, 
Rev Elizabeth Watson, at 
10.30am.
Tea and co� ee will be served 
in the Transept a� er the 
service.
All most welcome. 
� ere will be a service in 
Cooriedoon at 2.30pm. 
N.B. � ere will be no service 
at 11.30pm on Christmas 
Eve.
Wednesday 25th December
� ere will be a short family 
service conducted by the 
minister at 10am this 
Christmas morning to which 
all children are invited to 
bring a gi�  from Santa to 
show.
Everyone most welcome. 
O� ering will go to � e 
Glasgow City Mission.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 22nd December 
4th Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion at 11 am.
Richard Trewby
Co� ee a� er service
Christmas Day
Wednesday 25th December
Sung Eucharist at 11am
Revd Adrian Fallows
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
(continuing)
Sunday 22nd December 
Morning Service at 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate,
Brodick.
Evening Service at 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with 
Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 22nd December 
Rev Dr Ian MacLeod
Kilmory at 10 am
Lamlash at 11.30 am 
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072
Tuesday 24th December 
Christmas Eve
In Lamlash: Watchnight 
Service at 10pm
In Kilmory: Watchnight 
Service at 11.30pm
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 22nd December
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 
Le�  of the Douglas Hotel, 
opposite the ferry terminal.
Telephone 700346, 820223
Everyone Warmly Invited.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 22nd December
Service at 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and co� ee a� er the 
service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.
Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 22nd December 
Shiskine at 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick at 6pm 
Services will be taken by Dr 
Graham Keith 

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Sunday 22nd December
Sunday Morning Mass at 
11am
Tuesday 24th December
First Mass of Christmas at 
9pm 
Wednesday 25th December
Christmas Morning Mass at 
11am  

McKERREL - Elizabeth 
Anne nee Brown of Machrie 
on 12 December. � anks to 
Strathcarron Hospice for 
their support.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday December 15, 
Brandon and Winter Cup, 11 
played, NC. 1 Bill Donaldson 
75-15=60, 2 Alastair 
Dobson 77-12=65, 3 John 
May 86-20=66. Scratch Bill 
Donaldson 75.

Fixture: Sunday December 
22, Mixed Captain v Vice 
Captain Match, 11.00am 
shotgun start, followed by 
Christmas lunch. Names on 

board please for golf or turn 
up 10.30ish. Names required 
for lunch.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday December 16, 
Winter Cup. 1 R Burke 70-
10=60(scr), 2 R McLean 75-
13=62. Magic two A Smith.

Fixtures: Saturday  
December 21, Sweep, bal-
lots at 9am and 12.30pm.  
Monday December 23, 
Winter  Cup, ballot at 
12noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday December 17, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup. 1 
Alex Morrisson-Cowan            
37pts BIH, 2 Phil Betley 
37pts, 3 Brian Sherwood 
34pts and a magic two.

Fixtures: Tuesday Decem-
ber  24, Winter Cup tee o�  
12noon. Saturday Dec ember 
28, two club comp (one club 
must be a putter) to be played 
over 9 holes, tee o�  12noon. 
Tuesday December  31, 
Winter Cup cancelled.

Lamlash Golf Club
Fixtures: Sunday December 
22, Glenburn Cup, 9.30am 
and noon starts.

� ursday December 26, 
Boxing Day game, one start at 
noon. Wishing all our mem-
bers and friends a very happy 
Christmas.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Fixture: Sunday December 
22, Christmas Sweep and 
Winter Cup. Draw at 10am.

Double hat-trick as 
Arran win at Troon

Archie McNicol curves the ball around the Troon keeper to score for Arran. 

Troon Town 2
Arran 8

League Division One

Arran AFC enjoyed a com-
fortable win over Troon Town 
at Hosiery Park, Troon, last 
weekend in their � nal game in 
the Ayrshire Sunday League 
before the winter break.

Helping the side to � nish 
in � ne style, goal scorers 
Archie McNicol and Ryan 
Armstrong both scored 
hat-tricks while Johnny Sloss 
scored a brace.

Ryan Armstrong was 
named man of the match for 
his commanding and versa-
tile performance in centre 
mid� eld.

Ryan Armstrong blasts the ball into the net from close range. Photographs: Tam Borland

A club spokesman said: ‘As 
we � nish for the winter break,  
we would like to take this op-
portunity to thank everyone 
who has been involved and 
supported us throughout the 
season so far.’

Arran are currently sitting 
in fourth position in the 
league table with 15 points 
from � ve games. 

Irvine CSC are at the top of 
the table with 21 points,  hav-
ing played three more games. 

Killie Athletic are in second 
place with 18 points from  
six games, while Kilbirnie 
United, in third spot, are just 
one point ahead of Arran 
with 16 points a� er seven 
games.



�e Arran Banner
Saturday 21 December 201926 SPORT

Matt and Fiona Webb dressed daughter Rachel in suitable 
attire for the run. 01_B51Santa03

Dashing Santas delight at Brodick fun run

JogScotland coach Lorna Logan arrives for the run. 
01_B51Santa02 Brodick Primary School sta� prepare to set o�. 01_B51Santa04

Jolly runners gather at the starting point. 01_B51Santa05

Runners share a laugh as they make their way along the seafront. 01_B51Santa06

A majestic looking Goatfell dwarfs the runners as they make their way towards the �nish line. 
01_B51Santa07

Carol Brown takes it all in her stride along Auchrannie Road. 01_B51Santa14
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Dashing Santas delight at Brodick fun run

Brodick Primary School sta� prepare to set o�. 01_B51Santa04

Still smiling, runners make their way along Brodick Main Road. 01_B51Santa08

The Webb family begin the slight incline up Auchrannie 
Road. 01_B51Santa09Hugh Boag and Jane Mack wave for the camera. 01_B51Santa10

Julie McGhee looking relaxed during her 
run. 01_B51Santa12

A smiling Jenny Duncan nears the 
halfway mark. 01_B51Santa13

Bringing smiles to the faces of spectators, 
this Santa appears to be carried aloft by 
one of his reindeer. 01_B51Santa15

Maureen Laya in �ne form as she nears the 
halfway point. 01_B51Santa16

Runners make their way along the road, as motorists wave and o�er their support. 01_B51Santa17



SPORT

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran. Tel: 01770 302142 and printed by DC Thomson, 80 Kingsway East, Dundee. Registered at the Post o�  ce as a newspaper.

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Double hat-trick as 
Arran win at Troon

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited 
by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd), www.abc.
org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 
issues between 31December 2016 and 31 December 2017 

for combined print and digital editions was 2,930. 

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
Tel: 01770 302142, Fax: 01770 302021, 

Email: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Sack of Santas hit
streets of Brodick
Curious onlookers and 
delighted children enjoyed 
the spectacle of 23 Santas 
and other festive themed 
characters running through 
the streets of Brodick last 
weekend during the annual 
Santa Dash.

Organised by Arran 
Pace Makers, the 5K event 
was open to everyone and 
prizes were awarded for best 
dressed, � rst place and for the 
contestant who guessed their 
completion time.

Starting at Ormidale 

Pavilion on Sunday a� er-
noon, the festively dressed 
runners made their way 
along Brodick promenade, 
turning at the ferry terminal, 
before making their way to 
the Auchrannie and Arran 
Heritage Museum before 
returning to the start line.

Participants of all abilities 
took part in the fun run 
including 11-month-old 
Rachel Webb who enjoyed 
a buggy ride with dad Matt 
at the reins and mum Fiona 
running alongside.

Once all the runners had 
returned, they warmed 
themselves from the freezing 
temperatures with drinks 
and food at Brodick Golf 
Club where an informal 
prizegiving was held for the 
fastest runners and fancy 
dress prizewinners.

Jean McInnes, who did 
all the hard work, thanked 
the volunteers who helped 
marshall the event which 
raised £100 for the Scottish 
Association for Mental 
Health.

Arran has two jogScotland 
registered running groups.

Arran Pacemakers meet 
in Brodick on a Tuesday for 
beginners/returning runners 
and run a mixed ability 
Wednesday session. Both 
meet at Orimidale Pavilion 
at 5.30pm. � e Whiting Bay 
jogScotlandArran group 
meets on a Monday night at 
5.30pm at the Co� ee Pot or 
Sandbraes park. Both groups 
resume early in the new year.

All photographs by
 Colin Smeeton.

Participants gather for a group photograph before setting o�  on their 5K run. 01_B51Santa01

Clare Dale gives the 
thumbs up as others 
make their way along 
the road. 01_B51Santa11


