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Work could start early next 
year on a new £3 million af-
fordable housing development 
in Lamlash.

In a signi� cant step forward, 
the Arran Development Trust 
has applied for planning 
permission for a development 
of 18 new rental homes at 
Rowarden on Benlister Road. 
� is would be a mix of one, 
two-, three- and four-bedroom 
homes.

It is a huge boost for the is-
land and its economy given the 
present uncertainty surround-
ing the pandemic and will 
be the second recent boost to 
a� ordable housing a� er the 34 
council houses presently under 
construction in Brodick.

It is the � rst project of the de-
velopment trust, which was set 
up as the housing operational 
arm of the Arran Development 
Trust, although two others are 
in the pipeline.

Trust secretary Sheena 
Borthwick-Toomey told the 

Banner: ‘We’re delighted that 
we’ve � nally got everything 
lodged with the planning 
department for the � rst project 
at Rowarden, Lamlash.

‘We are hoping to get started 
as early in the new year as 
possible, but everything is 
dependent on the planning 
permission coming through 
and also the appointment of 
the contractor, which we are 
hopeful will be sometime in 
December. It is a busy and 
exciting time for the ADT and 
we’re all looking forward to 
a great outcome for the local 
community.’

A design statement, sub-
mitted by architects Denham 
Benn to planners, states: '� e 
site is a � eld which has lain 
vacant for some years, and is 
identi� ed within the North 
Ayrshire Local Plan as part 
of the ‘general urban area’ 
within the settlement map for 
Lamlash. � e site is semi-rural 
due to its location on the edge 
of the settlement.

‘� e proposed development

� e transformational 
Ayrshire Growth Deal has 
reached a major milestone 
– paving the way for the 
creation of thousands of 
jobs and the investment of 
millions of pounds into the 
region.

A virtual signing event 
yesterday (� ursday), 
involving the Scottish and 
UK governments and the 
three Ayrshire councils, 
rati� ed the £251 million 
deal, which represents a 
massive boost to the area 
and is the culmination 
of four years’ work by 
the councils, partner 
organisations and both 
governments.

� e deal will galvanise 
e� orts to develop key 
strategic sites and sectors 
in Ayrshire. 

It will help to lever private 
sector investment of more 
than £300 million, with the 

potential of creating up to 
7,000 new jobs. Although 
Arran is not speci� cally 
mentioned in the deal, 
access to funds, including 
£9.5 million for marine 
tourism and £3 million for 
digital connectivity, should 
help the island.

Secretary of State for 
Scotland Alister Jack MP 
said: ‘� is is a landmark 
moment for Ayrshire. 

‘� e deal we have agreed 
today will have a profound, 
positive impact on the 
region for generations to 
come.’

North Ayrshire Council 
leader Joe Cullinane add-
ed: ‘Obviously the last few 
months have been uncer-
tain for all of us. So, we are 
delighted that we have now 
formalised our Ayrshire 
Growth Deal plans and 
can look ahead to building 
better times for our region.’

£3 million rental homes
on horizon for Lamlash

A new era for Ayrshire

 North Ayrshire 
Council leader Joe 
Cullinane signs 
the deal watched 
by the two other 
Ayrshire council 
leaders.

Continued on page three.
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For your safety, please make an 
appointment by calling 01770 302310 

 CHECK OUR WEBSITE
FOR NEW PROPERTIES

John Thomson Construction Ltd

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk | 01770 600 242 | 

HOUSE BUILDING | CONSTRUCTION | HAULAGE | AGGREGATES | PLANT HIRE

Please note out main office is currently closed to the public. 
Orders and card payments accepted by phone.

Building Materials & Petrol Station: Mon – Fri 8am – 4.30pm  
Strict social distancing requirements apply. 
Face masks must be worn at all times. 

We’re having an end of summer clear out! 

Wide range of excess stock on sale at our 
yard in Lamlash…doors, windows, baths, 

cabinets, sinks, worktops and more…

Come and take a look! 



predicted back in March that 
we would still be living with 
the outbreak going into 2021,’ 
said Councillor Cullinane.

‘Having lived with re-
strictions for eight months 
now, some people might be 
tempted to take risks, such as 
meeting friends or family in 
social settings. 

‘But we have to stick with it 
– the more we abide by the re-
strictions, the sooner we will 
be able to defeat Covid-19.’

In a statement Lynne 
McNiven, director of public 
health, on behalf of the 
Arran Outbreak Incident 
Management Team, said this 
week: ‘We have a well-es-
tablished outbreak incident 
management team in place 
to continually assess the 
situation. 

‘� is team comprises repre-
sentatives from NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran’s Health Protection 
Team, Public Health Scotland, 
North Ayrshire Council, 
North Ayrshire Health and 
Social Care Partnership, 
Scottish Government 
Outbreak Response Team and 
Arran Medical Group.

‘� e testing system contin-

ues to work well, which means 
we can identify community 
cases and complete contact 
tracing quickly, allowing peo-
ple to immediately self-isolate 
when required.

‘We appreciate this is a very 
worrying time. 

‘However, we would like to 
assure the people of Arran 
that every measure is being 
taken to protect those in the 
community. 

‘We would also like to thank 
local businesses and those liv-
ing on Arran for their support 
in ensuring the safety of those 
living or visiting the island.

‘We are reminding people to 
be vigilant for the symptoms 
of a fever, new persistent 
cough or loss of taste or smell. 

‘Anyone who develops any 
of these symptoms should 
self-isolate immediately and 
book a test.

‘For those living on Arran, if 
you need a test and meet the 
eligibility criteria, call 01770 
601033 to book a test. Lines 
are open from 9am to 5pm 
seven days a week.

‘If you are unwell and need 
to speak to a doctor, telephone 
Arran Medical Group on 

01770 600516 or call NHS24 
on 111 out-of-hours.

‘If you need help or support 
– for example, with food or 
medication supplies – please 
call the Arran Community 
Support Hub on 01770 600532. 

‘Leave your name and phone 
number, and a member of the 
team will contact you to dis-
cuss all your requirements.’

Meanwhile the number of 
children staying o�  Arran 
High School improved slight-
ly this week but remains high.

A spokeswoman for North 
Ayrshire Council said: ‘We 
can con� rm that a signi� cant 
number of pupils are current-
ly absent from Arran High 
School. However, this is for a 
number of di� erent reasons 
and not all are as a result of 
advice from Public Health in 
relation to Covid-19.

‘While it is correct that 
some pupils have been asked 
to self-isolate because they are 
close contacts of a very small 
number of pupils who have 
tested positive, more than 
half of current absences are a 
result of parents/carers choos-
ing to keep their child at home 
as a precautionary measure.

‘In these instances, we are 
working with the families and 
providing resources to ensure 
our students can continue 
their learning during this 
period and we expect to see 
them back in the classrooms 
very shortly.’
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Arran this week collectively 
breathed a sigh of relief when 
news broke on Tuesday that 
the island was to stay under 
level three Covid restrictions, 
along with the rest of North 
Ayrshire.

� is is despite a recent surge 
in cases on the island, which 
has seen Arran go into a 
virtual voluntary lockdown, 
with many businesses closed 
or operating limited services.

With most hotels, pubs, 
cafes and other tourist busi-
nesses closed and a travel ban 
from outwith North Ayrshire 
the island should be quiet, 
but there are still reports of a 
number of visitors around.

Health o�  cials say there re-
mains a sustained community 
transmission of Covid-19 on 
Arran.

However, it is a continually 

evolving situation and there 
have been no further positive 
cases reported since the 
weekend.

However, NHS Ayrshire and 
Arran is refusing to release 
numbers, as is the case on 
the mainland, as it says they 
would be quickly out of date. 
But if there are no new cases 
some businesses hope to start 
reopening next week.

In North Ayrshire the 
number of positive cases over 
seven days until November 
14 was 172 and the rate per 
100,000 population 127.7 – a 
lower rate than in South and 
East Ayrshire which have 
been moved into level four 
restrictions.

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon even hinted on 
Tuesday that North Ayrshire 
may soon be able move 
into the lighter level two 
restrictions.

But while there can be no 

room for complacency, North 
Ayrshire Council leader Joe 
Cullinane has praised the 
e� orts and sacri� ces people 
have made so far to prevent 
the spread of the virus.

‘� e Covid-19 pandemic 
hasn’t been easy for any of 
us – few people could have 

Arran escapes tougher Covid 
tier but not out of woods yet

A row of shops in Brodick are all closed and the mini golf lies empty. 01_B46covid03

More businesses on Arran 
believe their future is, or 
at the very least may be, 
at risk, according to a new 
business survey.

The survey was conduct-
ed by the Arran Recovery 
Group and North Ayrshire 
Council to give a compari-
son to the situation in July 
as compared to October.

This was completed prior 
to the furlough extension, 
and also before the current 
outbreak on the island.

However, what it shows 

is that businesses on the 
island are still extremely 
worried about the future.

While businesses record-
ed a 48 per cent reduction 
in customers in July, this 
had soared to 60 per cent 
by October. 

Meanwhile loss of revenue 
remained stubbornly at 
around 90 per cent.

Asked if the future of their 
business was currently at 
risk, 53.5 per cent said yes 
or maybe in July rising to 
56.5 per cent in October, 

with 27.1 per cent saying it 
was at risk – up from 13.8 
per cent.

Asked if there would be 
a reduction in employee 
numbers, 27.6 per cent of 
businesses said yes in July; 
rising to 33.7 per cent in 
October.

See next week’s Banner 
for full results of the 
second community 
survey held online and 
printed in the Banner last 
month.

Businesses still fear for the future

‘Having lived with 
restrictions for some 
eight months now, 
some people might 
be tempted to take 
risks.’
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is part of a concerted e� ort 
to address the shortage in 
a� ordable housing in the is-
land, providing general needs 
housing for working families. 

‘� ese homes will contrib-
ute to sustaining the island 
community throughout the 
seasons. 

‘� e need for a� ordable 
housing in Arran for key 
workers in various sectors 
which employ sta�  within the 
island is well documented.

‘It is proposed that the new 
homes will be built with an 
exterior � nish of corrugated, 
or sinusoidal metal, or pre-
stained pine, or render (for 
the walls) with sinusoidal 

metal or standing seam 
metal (for the roofs). � e 
proposed materials re� ect a 
rural Scottish aesthetic with a 
contemporary feel.’

In a statement in support 
of the planning application 
the Arran Development 
Trust states: ‘A critical lack of 
a� ordable housing on Arran 
was formally identi� ed in 
2007. Many reports and stud-
ies have followed identifying 
the critical shortage as a pri-
mary constraint on growth 
and a depopulation driver.

‘� e latest, by the Fraser of 
Allander, again highlights 
high house prices and a lack 
of a� ordable homes as a prob-
able cause of depopulation. 

‘We are starting to � x this, 

but it is possible we could 
miss the opportunity.

‘It is essential for the Arran 
community’s future sustaina-
bility that NAC and the ADT 
work together to recognise 
the immediate needs of the 
island and provide solutions 
to the challenges.

‘� ere have been many 
years of inaction and broken 
commitments from various 
social housing providers and 
this situation can no longer 
continue if Arran is to thrive 
and grow. 

‘� is is the entire premise of 
the Arran Development Trust 
and its reason for existence.’

� e development is under 
consideration by council 
planning o�  cials.

West Scotland MSP Jamie 
Greene has urged the Scottish 
government to do more to help 
Arran hospitality businesses 
as they struggle to cope with 
the coronavirus restrictions, 
which have badly hit them.

Many businesses on Arran 
are still waiting to receive 
� nancial support from the 
government, despite having 
applied for it weeks ago, and 
Mr Greene has been in touch 
with some of them to hear how 
they are coping.

� e Conservative MSP said: 
‘I have been in touch with local 
hospitality businesses here on 
Arran to � nd out how they 
are coping with the tier three 
restrictions, which were con-
tinued this week. � ey under-

stand the need for restrictions 
in order to reduce the spread 
of the virus, but many have 
had di�  culty accessing the 
support available.

‘� ey are stuck between a 
rock and a hard place, and I 
have repeatedly called on the 
Scottish Government to pro-
vide � nancial support quickly 
and without unnecessary bu-

reaucracy. � e fact that many 
businesses are still waiting is 
nothing less than a kick in the 
teeth and this must be urgently 
addressed so that anxious 

business owners and sta�  can 
have breathing space at this 
di�  cult time. � e hospitality 
sector here on Arran deserves 
better.’

Meg and Serge El Adm, 
owners of the Lamlash Bay 
Hotel said: ‘We appreciate 
how di�  cult the situation is 
for everyone at the moment 
and that those in power have 
to make extremely di�  cult 
decisions in order to reduce 
the spread of the virus.

‘Once it was con� rmed that 
Arran was going to be in tier 
three, we had the awful job of 
calling guests and cancelling 
them which is heart-breaking 
when you desperately need the 
business.

‘� e restrictions have been 
catastrophic for the accommo-
dation sector and has seen the 
emergence of ‘‘zombie hotel’’ 
which were forced to remain 
open with no customers 
because they haven’t been in-
structed to close and therefore 
cannot receive support from 

the closure fund. Applying 
for support from the hardship 
fund has been particularly 
challenging and we have yet to 
receive anything from it. We 
have spent months of sleepless 
nights worrying about wheth-
er or not we can stay open.

‘During the � rst lockdown 
we were extremely grateful for 
the help and support given by 
the government, including the 
furlough scheme which has 
helped us retain all our sta� .

‘Sta�  morale is very low at 
the moment and as owners 
sitting watching the minutes 
tick by with no phone calls or 
custom only exacerbates our 
anxiety. � e bottom line is that 
it is not possible to maintain 
a hotel business under these 
restrictions and we should all 
have been given instruction to 
temporarily close.’

MSP calls for more � nancial support 
for hospitality businesses on island

Meg and Serge El Adm in front of the Lamlash Bay Hotel 
before the coronavirus pandemic. 

£3m rental homes boost for Lamlash

The site at Rowarden where work could start early next year. 01_B22housing01

Jamie Greene MSP
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Treasured Arran landscapes 
face being lost as foresters 
� ght an outbreak of a fatal tree 
disease with no known cure.

Residents on and visitors to 
the island are being urged to 
help slow the spread of  the dis-
ease that a� ects larch trees as 
Forestry and Land Scotland’s 
(FLS) South Region team pre-
pares to tackle the outbreak.

Around 440,000 trees are to 
be felled, starting next month, 
and Andy Walker for the FLS 
team on Arran admitted: 
‘� is is a horrible disease that 
can’t be eradicated and has no 
known cure. � e only way we 
have to slow its rate of spread is 
to fell the a� ected larch trees.

‘It will result in substantial 
changes to some well-loved 
landscapes over the next few 
years but if we don’t do this, 
the long term impact will be 
even worse.’

Phytophthora ramorum, 
which can infect a range of 
host species, causes particu-
larly damaging infections on 
larch trees. It was � rst found 
in Scotland in 2002, with in-
fections on Scottish larch trees 
con� rmed in 2009 and larch 
infections on Arran observed 
in 2013.

� e disease has had its most 
signi� cant impact on larch 
across south west Scotland, 
where the weather is known to 
be favourable for infection and 
spread. Arran is one of several 

Above: Discoloured larch, centre, a� ected by the disease. Left: The map indicates FLS 
managed forests, hatched areas, with pink spots indicating diseased trees. 

Tree disease fi ght will change 
treasured forest landscapes

areas in the south and west of 
Scotland where the scale of 
infections has increased this 
year. FLS’s   Arran team is 
now working hard to schedule 
a programme of felling to 
remove a� ected trees and has 
asked that members of the 
public lend a hand by follow-
ing biosecurity advice to ‘Keep 
it Clean’.

Mr Walker added: ‘� at’s 
why we’re asking people to 
help by taking a few simple 
steps to help limit the spread of 

the disease to other sites on the 
island where the larch is so far 
una� ected.

‘� e spores that spread this 
disease can be carried to other 
sites in mud and forest debris 
so please follow our Keep it 
Clean advice and take a few 
minutes to brush or wipe o�  
boots, bike wheels, tent pegs 
and even your dog’s paws 
before and a� er a visit to any 
woodland in the area.

‘� ese simple measures will 
have a positive impact on our 

forests, help to slow the spread 
of tree pests and diseases and 
buy the time to research and 
develop other actions that we 
can take to ensure the long 
term health of our woodlands.’

Phytophthora ramorum 
has been con� rmed at several 
places on the east/west/south 
of the island and felling work 
to remove a� ected trees will 
begin before Christmas.

As work is carried out, some 
sites will be closed for public 
safety and visitors are urged 

to follow diversion signs with 
advice to ‘Keep it Clean’.

� e team will work on the 
necessary removal of a� ected 
larch trees as Statutory Plant 
Health Notices are served by 
the regulatory agency, Scottish 
Forestry, with a view to fell 
additional larch areas over the 
next four years to proactively 
manage the impact of further 
infections. Sasha Laing from 
the Arran Scottish Forestry 
o�  ce, said: ‘� e location and 
scale of infections on Arran 

have required us to develop 
our local regulatory approach 
to look to achieve the best dis-
ease control outcomes over the 
coming   years. � e approach 
taken allows due consideration 
of the unique landscape of 
Arran and the capacity of the 
forestry sector to deliver these 
outcomes.’

FLS is also working on re-
planting plans that will reduce 
the visual impact as much as 
possible. � e work will take 
several years to complete.

 

RED DOOR 

Red Door, Brodick, Isle of Arran Tel 01770 303549 

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE  

Gifts ideas for the whole family! 

Christmas edition...
Best drams of 2020... Amy Macdonald’s credo... 
Scots empress of Morocco... Our verdict on the 

new Land Rover Defender... The Twelve Days of 
Christmas recipes... Festive interiors... 

A stunning Mull garden...

December issue

Christmas 
Gift Guide



CHANGE ON how we trade with 
Europe is fast approaching and 
all companies need to be ready 
now to make sure they can do 
business.

Those companies acting now 
will be best placed for the UK’s 
new start and to take advantage 
of new opportunities from 
January 1.

Unless businesses have all 
the correct processes, contracts 
and agreements in place they 
will not be able to trade with the 
EU from that date.

They will need to make 
import and export declarations 
to move goods between the 
UK and the EU, as currently 
happens between the UK and 
countries outside the EU.

To help with changes to trade 
the UK Government has put 
a range of support measures 
in place.  These include 
introducing new border controls 
in stages up until July 1 2021 and 
providing more than £80 million 
to boost the capacity of the 
customs intermediary sector.  It 

has also provided £705 million 
for border infrastructure, 
staffing and IT, to ensure border 
systems are fully operational 
when the UK takes back control 
of its border a�er the end of the 
transition period.

Time’s running out - is your business 
ready for a new start with Europe?

JUST THE BUSINESS

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       

The way the UK does business with Europe changes from January 1, 
heralding a new start. All companies that trade with the EU  

need to act now to make sure they are set to go.

‘We have found it simple to navigate the 
gov.uk/transition website for information’
EXECUTIVES AT plant and seed 
producers PBS International 
appointed an expert and 
turned to the UK Government 
website to help them be ready 
for January 1.

Commercial Manager of the 
East Coast-based company 
Rob Coy said: “The gov.uk/
transition site has evolved 
into an excellent source of 
information and I would 
strongly recommend it to 
businesses who are either 

continuing, or planning, to 
export to the EU.

“We have found it simple to 
navigate and find the relevant 
information on importing 
and exporting from January 1 
2021.”

Alongside its core markets 
of the USA and South East 
Asia, it exports a significant 
number of pollination 
control products to several 
EU countries including 
France, Germany, Austria, 

Netherlands & Belgium. 
Shipments range from small 
packages through to large 
crate consignments.

The company set up an 
implementation team that has 
met regularly throughout the 
transition period to ensure 
it identifies the relevant 
procedures and documentation 
that will come into force from 
January 1.

During the transition 
period, it has also worked with 

suppliers in Europe to ensure 
that they are also aware of 
and prepared for the changes 
ahead. In terms of materials, it 
has increased its stock levels to 
mitigate any risk of potential 
delays in the supply chain.

“At PBS, we have the 
advantage of many years 
of export experience so we 
already have in place an EORI 
number for our business which 
is imperative for future EU 
trade,” said Mr Coy.

If you run a business, it is 
important you check what you 
need to do now by visiting gov.uk/
transition

Very few businesses make 
their own import and export 
declarations and use someone 
else to deal with them, such as 
freight forwarding companies 
and fast parcel operators. They 

will often be able to complete 
your import and export 
declarations as part of their 
service. Now is the time to 
speak to these companies so you 
have everything in place by 31 
December. Further guidance is 
among list of customs agents 
and fast parcel operators at 
www.gov.uk

PORT OF DOVER: New border controls will be introduced in stages up until July 1, 2021.

STRONG RECOMMENDATION: Rob Coy, 
Commercial Manager, PBS International Limited.

n  This article is part of a paid-for 
Partnership with the UK Government
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Thought for the week

More detail, less fudge
Sir,
I wish to comment on the response by Mr Kevin 
Hobbs, chief exectutive of CMAL, to my recent 
letter regards ferries which you were good 
enough to publish.

I should not refer to it as a response as it was 
not a response in any constructive way.  It was 
a long series of statements and, perhaps, hopes 
and, mentioning other parties, suggesting ‘it 
wisnae only me’.

A more useful response would have addressed 
the points I raised including the unsuitability 
of ever-larger vessels and their inability to ma-
noeuvre safely in con� ned or di�  cult harbours.

He makes no comment on the possible use of 
catamarans which have proved, over 10 years, so 
e�  cacious in the notorious Pentland Firth. 

� e fact MV Alfred, a 98-car catamaran cost 
£17 million, about one third of that of a CMAL 
monohull, proved not worthy of mention and 
indicates a continuing pro� igacy with our 
money.

� ere was no mention of the increasing num-
ber of weather related cancellations which, in-
terestingly, have appeared to rise in proportion 
to the size of the vessels.

Come on Mr Hobbs. Let us have more detail 
and less fudge and some indication of how 
you intend better to serve the needs of island 
communities.

Yours,
J Patrick Maclean,
Oban.
 

Car park concerns
Sir,
While browsing the CalMac website for ferry 
information, I spotted the following informa-
tion tucked away in the small print: ‘Ardrossan 
car park is now unmanned for the foreseeable 
future. Users of this car park do so at their own 
risk. CalMac will not accept liability for any 
accidents/damage or loss incurred.’

I presume from this CalMac still intends to 
levy the charge of £5/£4 per 24 hours without 
any responsibility for the security of the car 
park.   Given the isolated location of the car 
park, I fully expect users to experience the�  and 
vandalism on a frequent basis. � is will a� ect 
both motorists on holiday and island residents 
who work on the mainland and leave a car in the 
car park for weekend returns home.

I cannot believe the fees from this busy car 
park cannot cover the cost of manned security 

or CCTV supported by travelling security sta� . 
I strongly urge the ferry committee to take this 
matter up on behalf of residents and visitors.

Yours,
Michael Smith,
North Shields, 
Tyne and Wear.

Stick to the rules
Sir,
It seems that we in North Ayrshire have escaped 
going into a more severe lockdown - at least for 
now - and will remain in restriction tier three. 

� e Covid levels in North Ayrshire are still 
high, albeit not high enough for tier four.

� e past couple of weeks have shown that we 
are no di� erent to anywhere else and Covid can 
spread here as well as it has been doing in most 
other places.

As a councillor, I hear reports of people gath-
ering inside houses on Arran, which is clearly 
against the rules, and it is all of us that su� er 
the consequences of a Covid outbreak on Arran.

� e vast majority of us are keeping to the re-
strictions, which can be a huge emotional cost,  
especially for those living on their own.

We all have to play our part to stop the spread 
of this disease. If we can help get the levels right 
down across North Ayrshire we might just have 
a slightly less isolated Christmas.

Yours,
Timothy Billings,
Ardrossan and Arran councillor.
 

Increasing � sh losses
Sir,
A recent correspondent in � e Banner referred 
to a lack of research prior to putting a digital 
pen to paper regarding the impact salmon farms 
have on the wild salmon population.

In the last 18 years to 2019, premature deaths 
on salmon farms have risen from 3.1 per cent of 
the � sh harvested to 13.5 per cent of harvested 
� sh. � at is 4,420 tonnes of dead or culled � sh 
out of 141,000 tonnes of harvested in 2002 rising 
to 25,770 tonnes from a crop of 190,500 tonnes 
farmed salmon. 

From 2016 the average annual loss is 12.7 per 
cent of harvested salmon.

Within these average � gures, the mortality 
rates can range from around three per cent on 
some farms to more than 35 per cent on others. 
Sources: aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk, Scottish 
Government and issf.org.uk.

Deaths are due to viral, bacterial and fungal 

infections, algal blooms and ‘treatment losses’  
from mistakes with chemicals or de-licing 
machines.

� e Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation 
(SSPO) is at pains to point out how seriously 
it takes � sh health and welfare. It continues to 
invest and innovate in the management chal-
lenges of � sh health.

� ese e� orts are running in tandem with 
increased sector-wide information sharing 
and the Scottish 10-year Farmed Fish Health 
Framework, May 2018. Among other things, 
this project aims to focus on and establish 
mechanisms to develop high standards of � sh 
health over the long term. Cabinet secretary 
for the rural economy and connectivity Fergus 
Ewing has charged the Farmed Fish Health 
Working Group to deliver concrete results on 
improving � sh husbandry including health 
related issues, licensing and information spread 
on best practice.

In January 2018, the Scottish Government pub-
lished A Review of the Environmental Impact of 
Salmon Farming in Scotland. It was compiled 
by a consortium led by SAMS Research Services 
which undertakes marine research and provides 
environmental assessments.

Both government-sponsored projects are in 
their infancy in terms of tangible outcomes. 
� ere is generally a considerable time lapse 
between reports, recommendations and their 
implementation.

Salmon farming is not a young industry now. 
It has made a product, considered a luxury 
once, more available to the consumer, and cre-
ated employment in rural areas, mainly when a 
processing plant is established. � ere is likely to 
have been a degree of expertise built up in the 
industry to meet ongoing challenges.

Regardless of its e� orts to improve � sh health, 
SSPO cannot be anything but disappointed in 
the increasing scale of � sh losses in the indus-
try. It would suggest that whatever � sh farm 
monitoring methods or dissemination of best 
practice are in place, they have been unsuccess-
ful to date.

Until there is a greater understanding of the 
industry’s wider environmental impact and 
action to deal with it, coupled with solid evi-
dence of continuing improvement in � sh health, 
resulting in an marked decline in � sh losses, it is 
di�  cult to see how there can be any justi� cation 
for new � sh farms either o�  Arran or elsewhere.

Yours,
John R Logan,
Brodick.

It’s great to be able to report this week on 
some more good news on the a� ordable 
housing front.

� at Arran Development Trust has got to 
the advanced stage of applying for planning 
permission for 18 rental homes in Lamlash 
is remarkable - particularly in the midst of 
a pandemic.

Yes, it is more than two years since the 
Banner � rst reported on the plans, but at 
that time the trust was only in its infancy 
having been born out of the work of Arran 
Economic Group.

� ere has been a huge amount of work 
done since, particularly in funding appli-
cations to the various government bodies 
which have come up with the £3 million 
which should allow the ambitious plans to 
come to fruition.

Eighteen houses might not sound much, 
but if you add them to the 34 council hous-
es under construction in Brodick and the 
38 in the pipeline in the future from Arran 
Development Trust then 90 a� ordable 
houses for rent in the next few years sounds 
like we are getting somewhere.

� e critical lack of a� ordable housing was 
� rst formally identi� ed in 2007 so it has 
taken 13 years to get to this stage, but it is 
one of the key factors if Arran’s economy 
is to recover, particularly a� er this year of 
woes.

� e planning process will take time and 
we will have to be patient, but it would 
be great to see a start to the work early 
next year to give the trust, and everyone 
involved in this project, the spring boost 
they deserve.

'Pray always that you will have the 
strength to go safely through all those 
things that will happen and to stand 
before the Son of Man.' Luke 21: 36

Big housing boost

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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Work to repair a road hit by a landslide near 
Kildonan will not start until next spring.

� e signi� cant landslip at Eas Mor has shut 
the C147 since the start of September, leading 
to a diversion through Kildonan village.

North Ayrshire Council says extensive 
ground investigation work is being carried out 
at the landslide to con� rm exactly what work is 
required to re-open the road.

� is will allow engineering plans to be de-
signed for the reconstruction work required to 
build back the area underneath the road and 
repair the road.  O�  cers then need to procure a 
construction contractor to complete the work.

Due to the preparatory work required, the 

Landslide road repair work 
won’t start until March ‘21

The landslide which undermined and shut 
the C147 at Eas Mor. 

challenges of the more uncertain winter sailing 
period, upcoming festive period and uncer-
tainty arising from Covid-19, a contractor is 
unlikely to be on site before the end of March.

Councillor Jim Montgomerie, cabinet mem-
ber for the new green deal, said: ‘We under-
stand the landslip and associated road closure 
is causing inconvenience for  residents and it is 
an absolute priority for us to progress the work 
required to get the road open again. 

‘However, the safety and wellbeing of mo-
torists must be maintained and that is why we 
need to complete the extensive preparatory 
work required before reconstruction work can 
begin.

‘� ings are complicated by the need to trans-
port plant and equipment to the island during 
the more uncertain winter sailing period 
whilst the ferry service is also working around 
the Covid restrictions. 

‘� e festive period will also impact on timing 
of the works. 

‘We thank everyone for their patience and 
will provide further updates when we have 
them.’ � e diversion route through Kildonan 
will continue to be monitored to ensure there 
are no issues.
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CalMac union RMT has 
ramped up the pressure on the 
company to enter ACAS talks 
over the current pay dispute 
and to get serious about reach-
ing a negotiated settlement 
that properly recognises and 
rewards the sta�  operating the 
lifeline ferry services, writes 
Hugh Boag.

Scotland’s biggest Ferry 
Union RMT was contacted by 
the arbitration and concilia-
tion service ACAS following 
media reports of a trade 
dispute between the union and 
CalMac Ferries.

In an attempt to � nd a satis-
factory solution to the dispute 
RMT immediately accepted 
this approach from ACAS. 
Unfortunately CalMac has  
rejected the services of ACAS 
and seems determined to stick 
with its intransigent position 
of refusing to recognise that 
its hard working loyal sta�  
deserve an acceptable pay o� er 
in recognition of their risking 
their own health and safety 
during the Covid-19 pandemic 

to keep Scotland’s west coast 
island communities supplied 
with essential goods.

It appears the company is 
holding a � nancial line as 
instructed by the Scottish 
Government and Transport 
Scotland.

RMT general secretary Mick 
Cash said: ‘It’s extremely dis-
appointing and unfortunate 
that CalMac will not engage in 
a meaningful and productive 
manner to � nd a mutually 
agreeable solution to this 
dispute.

‘I have informed the com-
pany that my union remains 
available for talks to avert 
any dispute and despite this it 

rejected the o� er from ACAS 
to get involved and work with 
all parties to li�  the potential 
of a dispute that would be 
damaging to the local econ-
omy and bring unnecessary 
additional stress and pressure 
to the islanders.

‘I would urge the senior 
management at CalMac to get 
back round the negotiating 
table in an honest attempt 
to reach a settlement. If this 
means they need to make the 
justi� able case to the Scottish 
Government to reach agree-
ment on a fair and reasonable 
pay award for their workforce 
then they need to get on and do 
exactly that.’

A proposal to remove the 
freight van service from 
CalMac sailings on the 
Ardrossan to Brodick route has 
provoked an angry response 
from businesses on the island.

� e decision appears to 
have been taken without any 
consultation with users or the 
Isle of Arran Ferry Committee, 
which only found out about the 
move by chance.

� e service, operated locally, 
sees businesses on the island 
pay CalMac to deliver all man-
ner of goods from Ardrossan 
in vans which are picked up 
at Brodick, including essential 
vehicle parts, electrical parts 
and plumbing parts, papers, 
parcels, � owers, and even cof-
� ns. � e service, which works 
both ways, is also used for 
CalMac supplies and carries 
luggage for passengers, who 
can’t manage their own.

� e ferry committee has 
lodged a strong protest at 
both the intention and the 
process under which this is 
being progressed. � ey have 
also questioned the provision 
for daily papers etc and for 
passenger luggage transfer if 
the freight vans are withdrawn.

A spokesman for the ferry 
committee said: ‘We have al-

ready received messages from 
businesses who rely on this 
service, and to help us quantify 
the serious impact such a deci-
sion would have to the island, 
we ask for anyone who uses 
this service to get in touch and 

let us know their views and we 
will consolidate for submission 
to CalMac.’

One islander said: ‘What 
a way to strangle the island 
even more. Many businesses 
depend on the van for parts 
being brought over every day. 
Shocking news.’

One island garage owner has 
written to CalMac but is wait-
ing on a reply. He said:   ‘I’m 
sure you’re more than aware of 
what an essential and simple 
service this is and how island 
life and economy rely on it.

‘Although we do not rely on 
this on a sailing by sailing basis 
as I know other businesses and 
organisations do, we do rely 
on the fact that we can receive 
parts within two hours for 
emergency response vehicles 
and other customers when 
situations arise.’

� e Banner asked CalMac for 
a response to the concerns on 
Monday but failed to receive a 
reply before going to press.

CalMac 
sparks row 
over plan to 
axe freight 
service

A freight van sitting at the Brodick ferry terminal this week. 01_B47freight01

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

‘What a way to 
strangle the island... 
Many businesses 
depend on the van. 
Shocking news.’

RMT puts pressure on CalMac to 
enter ACAS talks in pay dispute



WHERE SHOULD I GO 
FOR URGENT CARE?

nhsaaa.net/right-care-right-place

If you think you need A&E, but it’s not 
life-threatening, you can now call 

NHS 24 on 111, day or night.

CALL NHS 24 
ON 111 

DAY OR NIGHT

CONTACT 
GP PRACTICE 

DURING THE DAY

CALL 999 
OR GO TO A&E 

FOR 
EMERGENCIES 

ONLY
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� ere are more than 2,000 
food banks across the UK 
supporting those in need.

� e Arran Churches 
Together food bank on Arran 
provides emergency food for 
people who require additional 
support.

� e food bank is independ-
ent, requires no referral and  
can be accessed in the vesti-
bule of Brodick Church which 
is open 24/7.

� e food bank continues to 
be well used and is  supported 
by people from all corners of 
Arran who donate food items 
and money.

� e volunteers who manage 
the food bank continue to be 
overwhelmed by the generosity 
of  people. Without this sup-
port there would be no food 

Arran food bank offers extra 
help this Christmas season

The Arran 
Food Bank 
stocks a 
variety of 
food and 
toiletries 
at Brodick 
Church. 

‘The foodbank is 
independent and 
requires no referral’

No-one should experience 
food or fuel poverty

bank on Arran. Emergency 
support with household fuel 
can also be provided. � is can 
be arranged by calling North 
Arran parish assistant Jean 
Hunter on 01770 860380.

� e food bank   recently 
received a generous £750 dona-
tion from the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, the provincial Grand 
Lodge of Argyll and the Isles 
and Lodge St Molios No. 774. 

� is is a great boost to the 
bank account.

Non-perishable food, sani-
tary products and nappies can 
be le�  in the donation basket in 
the Big Co, Brodick, or in the 
vestibule of Brodick Church. 
� ere are large stocks of rice 
and pasta and a bulk donation 
of selection boxes thanks to 
James of Arran. � e Kilbride 

Benevolent Fund welcomes 
applications from people who 
live in Lamlash or Whiting Bay 
who are in need of � nancial 

assistance that cannot be ob-
tained from statutory sources. 
� e fund is administered by 
trustees from both villages, 

but in the � rst instance please 
contact the secretary, Fiona 
Borland, on 700529.

If you, or someone you know, 

could do with extra support 
around Christmas please let 
us know. We can deliver a 
bag of food to you during the 
week leading up to Christmas. 
If you contact us on behalf of 
someone else, please ask if they 
would be happy to receive this. 

We will make up bags 
according to the number of 
people in the household. Any 
information shared with us 
will be treated con� dentially.

Ideally, any requests should 
be submitted by Monday  
December 14. 

Call parish assistant Jean 
Hunter on 01770 860380; email 
actfoodbank@yahoo.com or 
send a message via Messenger 
to Arran Churches Foodbank.                                                                                                                          

Susan Dobson.

BOOK YOUR PLACE
argyll.uhi.ac.uk/openweek

Considering a career change? 
Or are you thinking about 
new opportunities?

Book a 1-to-1 appointment 
to speak to an expert about 
your study interests and future 
career goals!

   

   How to: UCAS Applications   Pathways in Horticulture  Teaching for Graduates (PGDE)
    Keep an eye on our   website as we add

more events! 

LIVE ONLINE
EVENTS
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Many people may have 
heard of the Arran Society of 
Glasgow and wondered what 
the organisation is about.

� e society was formed in 
1843, under the name � e 
Arran Friendly Society, by a 
group of Arranites residing in 
Glasgow.

� e society’s original role was  
a benevolent one, supporting 
Arran people in need through 
� nancial and other assistance.

� e society continues this  
and over the last � ve years 
has supported 139 individuals 
and organisations who have 
applied, o� ering support of 
around £40,000.

With the current Covid-19 
implications, the society is 
aware there may be many indi-
viduals and groups who might 
bene� t from support.

Anyone on Arran can apply 
for support for benevolent, cul-
tural or educational purposes. 

Recently, the society has gone 
digital in terms of membership 
with all communications now 
electronic. 

Anyone can join the Arran 
Society of Glasgow – £10 for 
life membership – via the 
society’s website. 

Whilst all applications are 
treated con� dentially, here 
are a couple of examples of 
support o� ered recently where 
the recipients were happy to 
share their stories:

Iona Summer from Lamlash 
applied for funding to buy 
a new guitar to allow her to 
complete her course at the 
Academy of Music and Sound. 

� e neck had broken on her 
original guitar, which was her 
mum’s.

An essential part of her 
coursework, Iona used the 
guitar for recording, singing 
and song-writing.

Iona said: ‘I am so thankful 
for the money you [the society] 
have given me. 

‘I value the guitar more than 
anything. I am so happy with 
it and haven’t stopped playing 
it since I bought it.’

Wallace Currie from Bridge 
Farm in Shiskine also applied 
for support: ‘� e society gave 
me a big boost in my Masters 
year.

‘I was working full time at 
the post o�  ce and running a 
log-selling business - both on 
Arran - while studying full 
time with presentations, essays 
and projects all going on. 

‘So that required me being in 
university o� en which entailed 
upwards of 20 boat trips a 
month.

‘� e money from the society 
went a long way towards help-
ing me with that and was much 
appreciated.

‘I want to thank the Arran 
Society of Glasgow and would 
advise anyone to apply. It has 
helped me on my journey to 
where I am today, in a dream 
job as a lecturer.’

Society supports Arran residents

Wallace, with one of his sheep at Bridge Farm, received 
funding from the society. 

Wallace is now a lecturer in 
agriculture, teaching practical 
and theory at Scotland’s Rural 
College. 

Anyone can apply for fund-
ing and the society is aware the 

current pandemic has resulted 
in many islanders struggling 
for a variety of reasons.

� e directors consider all 
applications with the utmost 
respect. Support received is 

not made public unless appli-
cants are happy to do so.   Any 
assistance o� ered is dependent 
on funds available and the 
number of applications 
received.

If anyone feels the Arran 
Society of Glasgow could help 
them, they can � nd out more 
or apply for funding on the 
website www.arransocietyof-
glasgow.org.

If you have a minor illness this winter, 
your local community pharmacy is  
the first place you should go for advice 
and treatment. The NHS Pharmacy 
First Scotland service is now available 
to everyone living in Scotland. In most 
cases you won’t need an appointment, 
and it can save you a trip to the  
GP practice.

ADVICE
ON YOUR 
SYMPTOMS

TREATMENT IF
RECOMMENDED

REFERRAL TO
OTHER SERVICES

Trained pharmacy teams are able  
to provide advice on how to manage 
a range of common conditions, such 
as aches and pains, allergies, skin 
complaints, tummy upsets, runny 
or blocked noses, cold sores, and 
for women, urinary tract infections. 
They can also supply NHS treatment, 
including certain prescription only 
medications, if necessary.

If you need to speak with a pharmacist, 
you’ll be asked to provide details about 
yourself (such as name and address)  
to help them provide a record of care. 
As with other NHS services, everything 
you share is confidential, and many 
community pharmacies now offer 
private consulting spaces.

ADVICE
ON YOUR 
SYMPTOMS

TREATMENT IF
RECOMMENDED

REFERRAL TO
OTHER SERVICES

If your condition needs treatment 
the pharmacist cannot provide, they 
will help you access the right care by 
directing you to the appropriate place.

ADVICE
ON YOUR 
SYMPTOMS

TREATMENT IF
RECOMMENDED

REFERRAL TO
OTHER SERVICES

Your community pharmacy will have 
measures in place to help keep you 
and pharmacy staff safe during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Only a limited 
number of people will be allowed inside 
the pharmacy, and you will be asked  
to wear a face covering, use hand 
sanitiser and keep a two metre distance 
from others when you visit.

Harry McQuillan from Community 
Pharmacy Scotland said:

“Community pharmacies are part 
of the NHS and can provide a safe 
and professional service for those 
with minor illnesses, supplying NHS 
treatment where necessary.

The NHS Pharmacy First service 
is available to everyone living in 
Scotland and you can access it from any 
community pharmacy to receive advice 
and treatment. You can also find self-
help guidance for a range of common 
conditions on the NHS Inform website.

Your local community pharmacy will 
be doing everything it can to help keep 
people safe during the coronavirus 
pandemic, and you can help them by 
following the guidance when you visit.”

For more information visit  
nhsinform.scot

PHARMACY FIRST  
FOR MINOR ILLNESS
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Nan McMurdo died peacefully on 
July 12 this year a�er living a full and 
happy life, despite the many challenges 
she had to face with serious illness and 
disability for most of her life.

Nan was much loved in her commu-
nities in Cumnock and on the island of 
Arran, where she worked tirelessly to 
support many local organisations and 
people over the years, and she will be 
sadly missed by everyone who loved 
and admired her.

When Nan died, the family received 
many requests from friends and col-

leagues asking if she had a favourite 
charity to which they could contribute 
and the family put a lot of thought into 
how people might honour her memory 
in a way she would have wished.

When Nan was awarded her MBE in 
2015, it was to recognise her ‘services to 
disadvantaged and vulnerable people’ 
and the family would like to continue 
that support in her name.

On Saturday November 7, which 
would have been Nan’s 70th birthday, 
they launched the Nan McMurdo 
Memorial Fund, an ongoing fundraiser 

dedicated to supporting disadvan-
taged and vulnerable people in Nan’s 
communities. Within two days of its 
launch, Nan’s fund had astonishingly 
attracted more than £3,000 and the 
contributions continue to pour in.

If any readers wish to contribute, 
use the link below for her Just Giving 
page. As an ongoing fund, people can 
make a one-o� donation at any time 
or set up a regular payment, or donate 
on occasions such as birthdays or dates 
that were special to them or to Nan. 
�e family has already contributed to 

the fund, and will continue to do so, 
and will also be planning fundraising 
events in the months and years ahead.

�e Just Giving page also allows those 
who knew her to recall favourite mem-
ories they had of Nan and these would 
be very much appreciated. �e family 
will be working in partnership with 
Yipworld, a social enterprise charity, 
to ensure every penny raised will be 
used to support disadvantaged and 
vulnerable people in Cumnock and the 
surrounding area and Arran.  Please 
see https://www.yipworld.org/

Broadway Partners, a telecoms 
company specialising in rural 
broadband, trading as Arran 
Broadband, is encouraging 
island residents to make use 
of the Scottish Broadband 
Voucher Scheme.

�is provides funding of up 
to £5,000 to help homes and 
rural businesses get superfast 
broadband. �e scheme forms 
a key part of the government’s 
£600 million R100 pro-
gramme, which aims to ensure 
every home and business in 
Scotland has the ability to 

Fund set up in memory of Nan

Nan McMurdo as her family 
like to remember her. 

access superfast broadband 
speeds – more than 30 Mbps.

However, many people are 
unaware they can use these 

vouchers to access future-proof 
�bre-to-the-premise, which 
uses �bre optic cables to 
connect customers straight 
to the exchange, resulting in 
speeds of up to 1,000 Mbps and 
beyond.

Long-term employment �g-
ures are lower on Arran than 
national and regional �gures 
and access to reliable and fast-
er broadband will play a much 
larger role in opportunities for 
those in the area in the future.

Poor internet access not only 
impacts economic growth but 

also means people are unable 
to use ‘online only’ services 
easily which have grown in im-
portance during the pandemic. 
According to Scottish Index 
Multiple Deprivation lack 
of – or poor – internet access 
limits sales opportunities and 
daily outputs for businesses. 
�is also makes rural areas 
less desirable as locations for 
new businesses.

Michael Armitage, chief 
executive o�cer of Broadway 
Partners, said: ‘�e Covid-19 
crisis has shown just how 

important having reliable, af-
fordable broadband is, whether 
for children’s schooling or for 
home-working. �at’s why the 
Scottish Government’s R100 
initiative – to reach 100 per cent 
of the population with �t-for-
purpose broadband – is more 
important now than ever. We 
need to ensure residents across 
Scotland are equipped with the 
right technology that will help 
them prosper post-pandemic, 
no matter their location. �e 
Scottish Broadband Voucher 
Scheme can make this dream 

a reality for families and busi-
nesses across Arran.’

When it launched commer-
cial service in 2016, deploying 
pioneering technology on 
Arran, Broadway’s mission 
was to serve the connectivity 
needs of rural communities 
across the UK. �e company 
has since developed network 
coverage across Ayrshire, Perth 
and Kinross, Inverness-shire 
and Stirlingshire in Scotland, 
and Monmouthshire, Pem-
brokeshire and Powys in 
Wales.  

Residents missing out on free upgrade to �bre broadband

The Shannochie mast which 
provides 4G cover to the 
south end. 01_B40mast01 
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Scots have been encouraged to shop 
online safely as part of National 
Consumer Week.

Record numbers of people are 
expected to shop online in the run-
up to Christmas, with Black Friday 
kick-starting sales next week.

With coronavirus restrictions still 

in place across the country, con-
sumers are also being encouraged to 
shop locally online, with many small 
retailers turning to the internet for 
the � rst time.

National Consumer Week operates 
across the UK and in Scotland is led 
by Advice Direct Scotland – which 

runs the national consumer advice 
service consumeradvice.scot – and 
Trading Standards Scotland, with the 
support of the Scottish government.

� e theme for 2020 is online shop-
ping and deliveries, with promotional 
campaigns running to encourage 
Scots to stay safe online, know their 

rights, look out for unfair delivery 
charges and ensure they don’t buy 
counterfeit goods. Online adverts will 
use the hashtag #NCWScotland.

Business Minister Jamie Hepburn 
said: ‘As our shopping habits adapt 
and change, it is important everyone 
has the information they need to avoid 

online scams, identify unfair delivery 
costs and ensure they get a good 
service. � is year National Consumer 
Week is focused on raising awareness 
of these issues and what people can do 
if something does go wrong, o� ering 
straightforward advice that could 
save money and disappointment.’

Applications open 
for new Scottish 
Child Payment
� e Scottish 
Government is 
launching a new 
bene� t scheme for 
families.

Scottish Child 
Payment starts 
on February 15 
2021 and will give  
families on certain 
bene� ts and tax credits an 
extra £40 every four weeks for 
each child under six. 

Social Security Scotland will 
deliver the bene� t on behalf  of 
the Scottish Government. It is 
expecting huge demand which 
is why they are asking families 
to apply now.  

By taking applications early, 
they can make sure they have 
all the information they need 
to check eligibility. � is will 
help them make a decision on 
an application and, if eligible, 
make payments as quickly as 
possible once the bene� t starts.  

To get the payment a child 
will need to be under six years 
old on Monday February 
15. Families also need to be  
getting one of these – Child 
Tax Credit, Income Support,  
Pension Credit, Working 
Tax Credit, Universal Credit,  
income-based Jobseeker’s 
Allowance or income-related  
Employment and Support 
Allowance. 

If anyone applies before 
Monday February 15, the 
payment will  be calculated 
from Monday February 15. 

Make sure to get all the 
money due by applying in 
advance. 

If anyone applies a� er 
Monday February 15, their 
payment will  be calculated 
from the date they apply. 

Social Security Scotland 
delivers a number of bene� ts 
for  families. � is includes 
Best Start Grant Pregnancy 
and Baby Payment, Early 
Learning Payment, School Age 
Payment and Best Start Foods. 
Applications for these and the 

Scottish Child Payment 
all use a single, 

straightforward 
form.

Mhoraig Green, 
strategic lead 
for social justice, 

Citizen’s Advice 
Scotland, said: ‘We 

are really looking 
forward to the new Scottish 
Child Payment. We know 
lots of families in Scotland 
are facing tough times at the 
moment and are struggling to 
make ends meet  and this new 
money will help to make their 
lives easier. 

‘What’s really important is 
that everyone who is entitled 
to the payment makes a claim 
when applications open in 
November. 

‘Citizens Advice Bureau is 
working in communities across 
Scotland to help people access 
the social security they are 
entitled to. 

‘If you are unclear about 
whether you are entitled or you 
need help applying then please 
get in touch and our Money 
Talk teams will be able to help 
you.’

Stacey Bush, 36, of Girvan, 
South Ayrshire, said: ‘I have 
three children aged three, � ve  
and 17. 

‘When my husband was 
furloughed and out of work 
we didn’t have a lot of money. 
I relied a lot on my nan and 
my mum. � is new payment 
would mean I wouldn’t need to 
do that. I could put it towards 
shopping.  

‘We struggle so it would 
help to take the stress away – 
clothes, shoes and I’d probably 
like to spend it on a day out. 
We don’t ever have the money 
to do fun things with the 
children, so I’d like to spend it 
on something like that.’

For more information or 
to apply for Scottish Child 
Payment, visit mygov.scot/ 
bene� ts or call 0800 182 2222.

 Spotlight on helping Scots shop safely online

Column sponsored by the Scottish Government

Apply now for  
Scottish Child Payment
Scottish Child Payment is a new 
bene�t from the Scottish Government. 
It starts on 15 February 2021. It will 
give families on certain bene�ts and 
tax credits an extra £40 every 4 
weeks for each child under six.

Social Security Scotland will deliver 
this bene�t on behalf of the Scottish 
Government. It is expecting huge 
demand. This is why they are asking 
you to apply now.

By taking applications early, they  
can make sure they have all the 
information that they need to check 
eligibility. This will help them to make  
a decision on your application and,  
if eligible, make payments as quickly  
as possible once the bene�t starts.

To get the payment your child will 
need to be under six years old on 
Monday 15 February. You’ll also  
need to be getting one of these -  

Child Tax Credit, Income Support, 
Pension Credit, Working Tax Credit, 
Universal Credit, income-based 
Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA),  
income-related Employment and 
Support Allowance (ESA).

If you apply before Monday 15 
February your payment will be 
calculated from Monday 15 February. 
Make sure you get all the money  
you are due by applying in advance.

If you apply after Monday 15 
February, your payment will be 
calculated from the date you apply.

Social Security Scotland delivers a 
number of bene�ts for families. This 
includes Best Start Grant Pregnancy 
and Baby Payment, Early Learning 
Payment, School Age Payment and 
Best Start Foods. You apply for 
Scottish Child Payment and all of these 
using a single straightforward form.

For more information or to apply for  
Scottish Child Payment visit mygov.scot/bene�ts  

or call 0800 182 2222.
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Olivia, who lives in Lamlash....is well-kown 
on the island as an accomplished singer, who 
received voice-training while at Heriot Watt

A new EP of four songs, all 
sung by Olivia Barker, the 
title track for which is Isle of 
Arran, a song recalling mem-
ories of childhood holidays on 
the island, has been released.

It has been written and 
produced by Phil Ryder who 
is releasing the CD on Spotify, 
iTunes and all the online 
channels.

A video of the song is also 
on Phil’s YouTube channel. 
It features Olivia singing in 
Brodick and Lamlash with 
photographs to re�ect some of 

the lyrics. �e other songs on 
the EP are �ey Don’t Know 
the Heartache, I Knew It Was 
All Over and Anniversary will 
be posted on the next three 
Mondays.

Phil plays keyboard and 
various instrumentalists join 
him in the backing. 

�e songs will appear under 
the name Phil Ryder featuring 
Olivia Barker.

Olivia, who lives in Lamlash 
and graduated in summer 2019 
from Heriot Watt University, 
Edinburgh, in accountancy, 

North Ayrshire businesses 
could receive up to £20,000 
to introduce energy-saving 
measures.

Zero Waste Scotland’s 
energy e�ciency business 
support service o�ers free 
and impartial advice to 
small and medium-sized 
organisations (SMEs) to 
help them cut energy bills 
and reduce their carbon 
emissions.

The service also provides 
access to the Scottish 
government’s SME loan 
scheme, now available 
interest-free with up to 75 
per cent cashback thanks 
to an injection of £4m. The 

Iain Gulland, chief 
executive of Zero Waste 
Scotland. 

Grants to help �rms 
make energy savings New Isle of Arran-inspired EP sung by Olivia 

Olivia Barker who sings on the EP. 

The Isle of 
Arran CD 
cover. 

loan is administered by the 
Energy Saving Trust. Iain 
Gulland, chief executive of 
Zero Waste Scotland, said: 
‘It is vital, particularly at the 
present time, for businesses 
to make the most of every 
penny they spend. Cutting 
down on energy use could 
make a positive di�erence 
to many organisations’ 
bottom line and it will also 
help reduce their carbon 
footprint.

‘The amount of funding 
is limited, so I would urge 
eligible businesses to get 
in touch and see what we 
could do for them.’

Businesses should contact 
the energy e�ciency 
business support service for 
a free energy assessment 
and advice about applying 
for a loan. 

Visit www.energy.
zerowastescotland.org.uk. 
Alternatively, contact their 
advisors by calling 0808 808 
2268 or emailing EnergyE�-
ciency@zerowastescotland.
org.uk
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New Isle of Arran-inspired EP sung by Olivia 
is well-known on the island as 
an accomplished singer who 
received voice training while 
at Heriot Watt.

Prior to lockdown, she 
sang from time to time at the 
Pierhead Tavern and at occa-
sional functions on the island.

Olivia has now recorded nine 
of Phil’s songs and is waiting 
for the lockdown to end so 
she can record another three 
songs to �nish the album.

�ree songs have already 
been released – If You Have 
Found Love, Someone Else’s 
Guy and Sauntering in 
Paris – and videos of Olivia 
singing them by the beach in 
Sandbraes outside Phil’s house 
are also on Phil’s YouTube 
channel.

�e next single, sung by 
Olivia, will be released early 
next year featuring Something 
About You and Is �is Real 
Love.

Surrey-based Phil is a fre-
quent visitor to Arran where 
he and his wife Rona have a 
holiday home in Sandbraes, 
Whiting Bay. 

He wrote most of the songs 
on Arran as he �nds it an 

inspiring place to compose. 
All Olivia’s vocals were re-
corded at the Carlton Studio 
in Glasgow. 

�e backings to the tracks 
were recorded at the Sonic 
Studio in Edinburgh and the 
Mayfair Studio in Churt in 
Surrey.

Another album of Phil’s 
songs, Wrong Side of the 
Town, released separately, 
contains Only When the Last 
Tree, sung by Terry Brown.

Phil was inspired to write 
it a�er seeing a poster in 
the EasMor Library about 
the over-use of the earth’s 
resources. 

�e poem on the poster was 
attributed to the Cree Indians.

Phil also recently released 
an EP, Damaged World, sung 
by himself.  �e title track 
is about the damage plastic 
is doing to sea-life, again 
inspired by his trips to Arran.

Phil will be putting videos 
of most of the songs onto his 
YouTube channel in the com-
ing months.

Watch the Isle of Arran 
video at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=jsBbBIK2omE Producer Phil Ryder. The Cree Indian poster which inspired Phil’s song. 
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Keeping Warm       
            this Winter

Arran WoodfuelsArran Electrical and Refrigeration
How do you embrace the renewable energy 
revolution without spending large amounts 
on house modi� cations or fancy new heating 
systems? How can your existing � replace, range 
or stove save you money and be environmen-
tally friendly? � e simple answer is, change the 
source of your fuel. Wood Briquettes are a great 
alternative to coal and logs. � ey are clean, easy 

to handle and of course made of wood chip and 
sawdust which are entirely 100% renewable. 
� is is why more and more Arran households 
turning to low cost briquettes. Order a sam-
ple from Arran Woodfuels and � nd out for 
yourself. T: 01770 870207, Mob: 07943 256248,  
E: Arranwoodfuels@outlook.com

For advice and recommendations for the best 
heating system, whole or part system, catered to 
your particular house, environment and needs 
contact Arran Electrical and Refrigeration 
Ltd.  Arran Electrical and Refrigeration are 
heatpump installation and repair specialists 
and have been in business for over 40 years on 

the island, known initially as Ronnie Haggarty 
Electrical and since 2006 as Arran Electrical 
& Refrigeration Ltd. � ey are members of two 
electrical trade organisations, SELECT and the 
NICEIC and have a vast experience on all types 
of heating systems. Call 01770 860 246 or email: 
aerltd@live.co.uk  for advice and installation.
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Arran Haulage Campbell Fuels
It’s that time of year again! � ere’s not much 
you can do to stop it getting cold outside, but 
you can make sure you stay toasty warm inside. 
Arran Haulage will cover all your coal and gas 
needs with free home delivery. As one of CPL’s 
largest customers in Scotland, they stock a wide 
range of solid fuels from traditional house coal 
to smokeless phurnacite. Also stocking kin-
dling, logs, peat briquettes, loose peat, � relight-

ers, heat logs and eco twizzlers to compliment 
your solid fuel. As an authorised Calor retailer 
Arran Haulage have plenty of stock to supply all 
your gas needs, stable pricing for cylinders and 
a quali� ed Gas Safety Engineer. Out of hours 
contact number: 07801 275987. Call today, 
order online www.arranhaulage.co.uk, drop 
in to their o� ce, or try one of their Stockists – 
Whiting Bay Garage & Blackwaterfoot Garage.

Campbell Fuels is the only dedicated regular 
service to deliver to the island. Not only do they 
o� er a fast e� cient service at a very competitive 
price but they also o� er a monthly payment 
scheme. Contact them today for delivery of fuel 
for your domestic, industrial or agricultural re-
quirements along with a full range of lubricants 
on 01563 521925. www.campbellfuels.co.uk

As we move towards the win-
ter months, keeping warm in 
your home becomes more 
of an issue as

the dark, cold nights set 
in. However, heating your 
home doesn’t have to cost 
you an arm and a leg, and 
with these top tips, you can 
keep cosy without breaking 
the bank.

Check all your insulation, 
from windows to walls, 
ceiling to under floors. It is 
one of the most cost effec-
tive ways to stop the cold 
creeping through the house. 
Make sure your pipes and 
boilers are properly lagged 

too. Something as simple 
as pipe foam wraps can 
be picked up for just a few 
pounds – but always put 
them on when the pipes are 
cool to make sure you don’t 
burn yourself.

Maintenance of heating 
equipment is important, 
so make sure all water-fed 
radiators are bled and 
working correctly. A working 
radiator should be warm 
evenly across the panel; if 
it isn’t, there could be air 
trapped inside. Once these 
are all done, you can look at 
your home’s overall heating 
requirements: 

• Is your boiler fired the 
most efficient way possible?

• Can you turn the thermo-
stat down a degree or two?

• Are you buying your elec-
tricity, oil or bottled gas from 
the cheapest source?

These things are relatively 
simple to check online with 
tools to help you estimate 
your costs and potential sav-
ings with alternative heating 
sources. The right heating 
source can vary depending 
on how you use your home. 
If you spend all day in the 
house, consider the cheap-
est for prolonged use – other 
systems that provide instant 

heat may be more suitable 
to those out working all day.

Think too about future cost 
– wood-fuelled heating sys-
tems burn wood, pellets, 
chips or logs and can 
also power central 
heating and hot 
water. Heat pumps 
and solar 
panels can 
not only save 
you cash, but 
government 
funded feed-
in tariffs 
can make 
some op-
tions earn 

money for you. Alternatively, 
speak to your energy suppli-

ers and make sure you 
are on the best rate 

or tariff. If not, 
find out what 
is the cheaper 
option or con-
sider switch-
ing supplier. 
These few 
simple steps 

will ensure you 
have a cosy 
and comforta-

ble house to see 
out the winter 
months.

Think too about future cost 
– wood-fuelled heating sys-
tems burn wood, pellets, 
chips or logs and can 
also power central 
heating and hot 
water. Heat pumps 
and solar 
panels can 
not only save 
you cash, but 
government 
funded feed-
in tariffs 
can make 
some op-
tions earn 

ers and make sure you 
are on the best rate 

or tariff. If not, 
find out what 
is the cheaper 
option or con-
sider switch-
ing supplier. 
These few 
simple steps 

will ensure you 
have a cosy 
and comforta-

ble house to see 
out the winter 
months.
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Home Energy Scotland Home and Gardens Ltd, Arran

How good is your energy saving knowledge? 
Take Home Energy Scotland’s quiz to � nd 
out and pick up tips to help you save energy 
and money at home.  Five lucky winners 
across Scotland will win £500 each, and � ve 
runners-up will each win £250.  Enter at www.
homeenergyscotland.org.win

Home Energy Scotland is the free, impartial 
energy advice service, funded by the Scottish 
Government. If you’re looking for advice and 
funding to help you make your home warmer, 
cheaper to run and more energy e�  cient, give 
them a call free on 0808 808 2282 or check out 
www.homeeergyscotland.org 

Home and Gardens, is a mem-
ber of Home Hardware Scotland, 
which enables them to o� er a wide 
range of household and hardware 
products at very competitive pric-
es. � ey have all the essentials to 
make for a warm and cosy winter. 
� ey o� er excellent value for 
money on a wide range of electric 

� res and heaters, whilst also o� er-
ing coal, logs, smokeless, peat and 
wood briquettes. Firelighters and 
Kindling make for easy lighting. 
If a boost during the night is 
required, why not indulge in one 
of their electric blankets, throws 
or a hot water bottle might just do 
the trick. 

WIN £500 TOWARDS YOUR ENERGY BILLS WITH HOME ENERGY SCOTLAND! � res and heaters, whilst also o� er-
ing coal, logs, smokeless, peat and 
wood briquettes. Firelighters and 
Kindling make for easy lighting. 
If a boost during the night is 
required, why not indulge in one 
of their electric blankets, throws 
or a hot water bottle might just do 
the trick. 
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Last month a small group of 
local bird ringers under the 
direction of Terry Southall 
set out their nets to capture 
and ring a selection of the 
many birds migrating through 
Arran at this time of year.

Bird ringing in Britain and 
Ireland is organised and co-or-
dinated by the British Trust for 
Ornithology. A network of 
more than 2,400 trained and 
licensed volunteers currently 
ring more than 800,000 birds 
every year. � e main focus of 
the ringing scheme today is 
monitoring bird populations. 
Ringing allows us to study 
how many young birds leave 
the nest and survive to become 
adults, as well as how many 
adults survive the stresses 
of breeding, migration and 
severe weather. Changes 

in survival rates and other 
aspects of birds’ biology help 
us to understand the causes of 
population declines.

On the morning of Sunday 
October 11, the ringers were by 
Cleats Shore from just before 
� rst light. Flocks of small birds 
were passing overhead with 
some stopping to feed. � ese 
included skylark, linnet, twite 
and cha�  nch.

Some were being caught in 
the nets and, when these were 

taken from the nets for ringing, 
one was a Lapland bunting. 
� is caused some excitement 
as it was a ‘� rst' for Arran. 
When it was examined in the 
hand it was a young male that 
had hatched earlier in the year 
in one of its northern breeding 
areas.

Lapland bunting breed 
across Alaska, northern most 
Canada, Greenland, Arctic 
Europe and the Palearctic. � e 
red area in the map indicates 
these areas. At this time of 
year, they are migrating south 
to their wintering areas, the 
blue area in the world map. 
During this migration a few 
turn up each year in the UK 
where it is a scarce passage 
migrant and winter visitor. 
� e map of Great Britain and 
Ireland is taken from the Bird 
Atlas 2007-11: � e Breeding 
and Wintering Birds of Britain 
and Ireland by D Balmer et al. 
Most reports are from the east 
coast.

In Scotland from the data 
on the Scottish Ornithologists 
Club (SOC) Online Scottish 
Bird Report (oSBR), it is 
annually reported on Lothian 
coasts and also the Western 
Isles and Argyll. On the Clyde 
islands there has only been 
one previous record and that 
was in Bute in 2011. � e bird 
on Cleats Shore on October 
11 was the � rst ever report of 
Lapland bunting on Arran.

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

Lapland bunting – a fi rst 
for Arran’s bird ringers

Lapland bunting winter atlas 
2007-11 for the UK. 

Lapland buntings are robust 
birds, slightly larger than the 
more familiar reed bunting. 
� e Lapland bunting has a 
well-marked head pattern, 
chestnut nape and chestnut 
wing panel as shown in the 

photograph taken by the 
ringers. Each bird ring has an 
address, so that anyone � nding 
a ringed bird can help by re-
porting where and when it was 
found and what happened to it.

Some ringing projects also 

use colour rings to allow in-
dividual birds to be identi� ed 
without being caught. Please 
report all sightings of ringed 
birds to EURING https://
euring.org/

Enjoy your birding and keep 
safe.

Please send any bird notes 
with 'what, when, where' to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk 

I look forward to hearing 
from you. For more informa-
tion on birding on Arran pur-
chase the Arran Bird Report, 
the � rst 40 years, which 
includes the annual report 
for 2019 and visit this website 
www.arranbirding.co.uk

Organisations on Arran are 
being invited to join more 
than 200 workplaces, schools, 
community groups and cam-
puses committed to making 
Scotland cycling friendly by 
signing up for a nationally 
recognised award.

In all 244 organisations 
across Scotland have regis-
tered for the Cycling Friendly 
award, a scheme run by 
Cycling Scotland, the nation’s 
cycling organisation.

� e award recognises and 
celebrates schools, employers, 
community projects, colleges 
and universities that have 
gone the extra mile to make it 
easier and more accessible for 
people to cycle.

In the 2020-21 � nancial 
year, Cycling Scotland had 
anticipated supporting 150 
organisations to register and 

attain the award this year, but 
halfway through the year and 
despite all the challenges of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 244 
organisations have commit-
ted to working towards the 
accreditation, with 40 having 
already achieved the award.

From Highlands to the 
Borders, the Orkney Islands 
to Dumfries and Galloway, 

100 employers, more than 
70 schools and more than 60 
community groups are active-
ly working towards achieving 
the accreditation.

Organisations that have 
registered have committed 
to working towards tailored 
action plans to meet criteria, 
which includes:
 Installing cycle parking, 

showers and changing 
facilities
 Providing pool bikes or 
membership to a bike hire 
scheme
 Providing bicycle mileage 
allowance for business 
journeys
 O� ering cycle training
 Monitoring cycle rates
 Providing resources to sup-
port people to cycle

� e Scottish Association 
for Marine Science, based in 
Oban, is one such employer, 
having achieved the award in 
July 2020.

Dr Emily Venables, support 
scientist said: ‘� e support 
that we have received has 
transformed our changing 
facilities, encouraged people 
towards the cycle to work 
scheme and helped create a 
much more positive attitude 

towards cycling to work. 
Cycling Scotland has been 
great to work with, and we 
are really pleased to have been 
awarded our Cycling Friendly 
Employer status this year.’

Kath Brough, head of be-
haviour change, said: ‘Despite 
all the challenges of 2020, it’s 
been so encouraging to see that 
people across the country are 
dedicated to making cycling 
easier and more accessible. 

‘From schools to workplaces, 
colleges to community groups, 
organisations are working 
hard to support their sta� , 
students and local commu-
nities choose a healthy and 
sustainable way to travel.

‘As we enter the winter 
months, supporting our 
physical health and mental 
wellbeing is vital, and cycling 
is a great way to ensure this, as 

well as relieving pressure on 
our transport system. 

If any organisation is in-
terested in becoming cycling 
friendly, I’d encourage you to 
view the criteria on our web-
site and register for the award.’

In support of organisations 
attaining the award, Cycling 
Scotland provides grant fund-
ing from Transport Scotland.

Cycling Scotland has been 
reporting on the rise in cycle 
rates during Covid-19, which 
saw an increase of 43 per cent 
from March to August 2020 
compared to the same time 
last year of people getting on 
their bikes.

Lapland bunting world breeding and winter range. 

The Lapland bunting  in the ringer’s hand. 
Photo Chris Southall

Organisations commit to making Scotland cycling friendly

Scottish Association for Marine Science are hoping 
organisations on Arran will join them by signing up. 



�e Arran Banner
Friday 20 November 2020 NOSTALGIA 21

THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday November 18, 2000

Bill McNicol, who leads 
Brodick’s retained �remen, 
was awarded the �re brigade’s 
20-year medal for long service 
in the Ormidale Hotel on 
Wednesday evening.

A number of senior �re 
o�cers came from the 
mainland, including deputy 

Bill McNicol with guests at his long service medal presenta-
tion. 01_B47tweY02

War paint and fancy hats, the Arran rugby fans get ready for the match. O1_B47tweY01

Trophy winners at the Lamlash ladies golf privegiving and dinner including Shiona Murchie, centre, who is their youngest 
lady champion. 01_B47tweY03

Armistice Day at the Brodick cenotaph last Sunday. The 
Reverend Dr Ian MacLeod took the service, a member of the 
Arran Cadet Force laid a wreath, Ian Cargill played the last 
post and Sandy Gauld played the lament. 01_B47tweY06 

Geo� Norris this week received a cheque for £138 to be 
donated to Arran RNLI. The money was raised by three boys, 
Tom Robinson, Stuart Robbins and Robert Earle, who cycled 
round the island in eight hours. 01_B47tweY05

A grand day out
Ninety-eight Arran junior 
rugby players, aged from four 
to 17, gathered at Brodick pier 
last Saturday waiting excitedly 
to set o� for Murray�eld to 
see the international rugby 
match between Scotland and 
Australia.

It was, for many, their �rst 
opportunity to watch world 
class rugby and while the 
journey to Edinburgh was 
long, it was worth it. Ahead 
of the match, there was time 
to buy some stylish Scottish 
hats and don the Scottish war 
paint before before entering 
the stadium.

Scotland held the world 
champions to a draw at half 
time but even the disappoint-
ing �nal score – Scotland 9, 
Australia 30 – did not spoil 
the day.

Left: Meet the team which 
produces the Arran High 
School News, in association 
with the Banner. Six new 
members have joined the 
team this session bringing 
the numbers up to 12. Back 
row: Vicci Mo�at, Laura 
Nicholson, Jolene Wade, 
Gayle Jamieson and Becky 
Jones. Middle: Fergus 
Reeve, Ashley Devlin, 
Rosalie Turbett and Fraser 
Shand. Front row: Gabrielle 
Hannah, Matthew Johnston 
and editor Laura Keeney. 
01_B47tweY04

Long service medal for Bill
�remaster David Kennedy 
who presented Bill with the 
medal. 

Each of Arran’s �re crews 
were  represented. Also 
present was Bill’s father 
Henry, from whom he took 
over as leading �reman more 
than 15 years ago.
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CLASSIFIEDS PUBLIC NOTICES

PROPERTY

RECRUITMENT
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

In a highly desirable 
location in Whiting 
Bay, Isle of Arran,
Silverburn has 2 
public, 3 bedrooms 
(1 ensuite), Box room,
Bathroom, Kitchen
& Conservatory.

FOR SALE   Guide price £270,000

For more details https://silverburnarran.wixsite.com/my-site-3
For further information email silverburnarran@gmail.com

or Tel: 01770 700466

Isle of Arran Pipe Band 
AGM via ZOOM

Friday 4th December 2020, 
from 19.30 to 20.30

email: jo.earle10@gmail.com
for link if interested.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 PLANNING  
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND  

CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be examined 
online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 11.12.20. 
Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 Regulation 20(1)

20/01019/PP; Site To East Of Rowarden, Benlister Road, Lamlash, Isle Of Arran; 
Erection of 18 dwelling houses with associated parking and infrastructure, including 
new access road.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS 
IN CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1987

Applications for Listed Building Consent.
20/00986/LBC; 4 The Row, Lochranza, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Replacement and 
upgrading of 3 sash windows.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

VACANCIES 

BRICKLAYING APPRENTICESHIP

BRICKLAYERS LABOURER / GENERAL LABOURER

Immediate start ‐ Full time permanent positions.

CVs to mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk
Tel: 01770 600 242

Site Attendant | NAY06946
37 Hours per Week | £18,348.30

Arran Waste Transfer Station, Market Road, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran

Closing date 25 November 2020
For further details and to apply visit 

www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform  
us of any special needs you may have.

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

issuu.com/caskstillmagazine

Take a look at the 
latest issues 

of Cask & Still 
magazines, and 

previous issues for 
FREE at:

ISSUE TEN   |  FREEISSUE TEN   |  FREE

WATER OF LIFEWATER OF LIFEThe three brothers who pillaged 16 West Coast distilleries

001_CS11.indd   1

09/12/2019   09:08:38

LoveWhisky?

THE NEW APP 
FROM CASK & 

STILL MAGAZINE
#ScottishWhiskyTrail

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAYDOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY
START EXPLORING!

Christmas edition...
Best drams of 2020... Amy Macdonald’s credo... 
Scots empress of Morocco... Our verdict on the 

new Land Rover Defender... The Twelve Days of 
Christmas recipes... Festive interiors... 

A stunning Mull garden...

December issue

Christmas 
Gift Guide

Christmas edition...
Best drams of 2020... Amy Macdonald’s credo... 
Scots empress of Morocco... Our verdict on the 

new Land Rover Defender... The Twelve Days of 
Christmas recipes... Festive interiors... 

A stunning Mull garden...

December issue

Christmas 
Gift Guide

Christmas edition...
Best drams of 2020... Amy Macdonald’s credo... 
Scots empress of Morocco... Our verdict on the 

new Land Rover Defender... The Twelve Days of 
Christmas recipes... Festive interiors... 

A stunning Mull garden...

December issue

Christmas 
Gift Guide
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One of the longest serving members of 
Arran Mountain Rescue Team (MRT), 
Jake Kerr, is retiring from the team a�er 
volunteering for an incredible 42 years.

Jake, who lives in Brodick, joined Arran 
MRT in his late teens and has been a vol-
unteer ever since, giving up his time freely 

whenever called upon, assisting in count-
less callouts with the same cheeriness.

A spokeswoman for the team said: ‘A 
massive thank you to Jake and family 
from all the team. 

‘We will all miss you but enjoy your 
well-deserved retirement.

‘What an incredibly sel�ess gesture – 42 
years volunteering to help keep our hills 
safe.

‘Please remember to be well prepared 
if you are heading out on the Arran 
hills folks to make life easier for Arran 
Mountain Rescue Team.’

VisitScotland is linking 
Ayrshire and Arran tourism 
businesses with global tour 
operators and travel agents 
through a new virtual event 
entitled Scotland Reconnect 
2020.

�e �rst of its kind to be 
delivered by the national tour-
ism organisation, Scotland 
Reconnect 2020 takes place 
from November 23 to 25 and 
o�ers international travel 
agents and tour operators, or 
‘buyers’, the opportunity to 
connect and do business with 
Scottish suppliers online.

Events, including 
VisitScotland’s annual Expo 
travel trade showcase and 
programmes of business 
development missions, have 
long been critical platforms for 
facilitating these connections, 
but rendered impossible by 
Covid restrictions this year, 
new digital platforms like 
Reconnect have been devel-
oped and will see 200 buyers 

Jake on his last exercise at the start of the month.Jake in the early days of volunteering with Arran MRT. 

Jake bows out after 42 years

undertake virtual meetings 
with around 200 Scottish 
tourism businesses.

Arran will be represented by 
VisitArran and will be joined 
by the multi-route promotion 
�e Coig as well as mainland 
Ayrshire businesses �e 
Marine Hotel in Troon, Strike 
Golf Tours, Trump Turnberry, 
Simpsinns and Primal 
Adventures.

Operators
Buyers from the USA, 

Canada, Germany, France, 
Italy, Spain, �e Netherlands, 
Scandinavia, Australia and 
Brazil are attending Scotland 
Reconnect 2020, as well as 
London-based inbound opera-
tors representing the Japanese 
and Chinese markets.

In addition to facilitating 
4,000 business meetings, there 
will also be live webinars, 
round table discussions and 
breakout sessions, an online 
presentation hub and virtual 
experiences demonstrating 

what Scotland can o�er buyers’ 
clients, including trad music 
sessions with Gary Innes from 
top trad band Manran, whisky 
tasting experiences with 
Glengoyne Distillery and �e 
Whisky Experience and story-
telling with Mercat Tours.

Gordon Smith, VisitScotland 
regional director, said: ‘�is 
year has been extremely chal-
lenging for tourism businesses 
throughout Ayrshire and 
Arran and across Scotland.

‘Ayrshire and Arran have 
always been a popular destina-
tion for visitors and Covid-19 
will not change that. Demand 
is building and the region 

remains a priority for our key 
markets.

‘I am delighted Scotland 
Reconnect 2020 has been 
created using our new online 
platform to ensure businesses 
can continue to engage and 
convert that continuing inter-
est into visits. We look forward 
to reconnecting international 
buyers with our amazing 
Ayrshire and Arran tourism 
businesses, to demonstrate the 
strong tourism product this 
region has to o�er, to secure 
business for the future and 
to ensure the recovery of our 
international markets in 2021 
and beyond.’ 

Reconnecting Arran 
with global traders
VisitScotland helps island with virtual event

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working together
Parish Assistant: Mrs Jean Hunter:
As numbers will be limited at all 

services places will need to be 
booked by the Friday.

Congregations will be advised 
who to contact for each Church 

to book a place. For Shiskine 
please contact John Kerr on 

01770 860498. For Brodick please 
contact Liz Lawrie 01770 302782.
�ere will be a streamed service 
weekly, this can be found on the 

three Church websites,  
www.stmoliosshiskine.org.uk, 

www.brodickchurch.org,  
www.lochranzachurch.org.uk

Sunday 22nd November      
Lochranza & Pirnmill 
Churches – NO service

Shiskine Church at 12 noon. 
Morning worship.

Brodick Church at 10.30am 
Morning worship.

Corrie Church at 12 noon. 
Morning worship.

Please note that Brodick 
Church is still accessible for the 

Food bank

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND  
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 22nd November      
Worship will be conducted by Mrs 

Sharon MacLeod, Reader of the 
Church of Scotland, at 10.30am.
Our capacity will be greatly 

reduced due to the two metre 
social distancing. We have 

introduced a booking system. 
You are asked to please phone 
Mrs Enid Halliwell on 600010 
by the Friday lunchtime if you 

want to attend Sunday worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Sunday 15th November  
Kilmory Parish Church  

at 10.00 a.m.
All Welcome

We will be observing all  
socially distancing procedures

Kilmory (SC023602)

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)  

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 22 November      

Last Sunday a�er Pentecost
Holy Communion – 11 am.

Revd Canon Simon Mackenzie
ALL WELCOME

We will observe strict  
SEC guidelines

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
A reminder that our mini-

service is still available every 
week on our website: www.

arranbaptistchurch.btck.co.uk
If you go to the homepage and 

look below the map picture you 
will �nd the link to pick up the 
service. To access click on the 

�rst letter of the link.
We would love you to join us.

HOLY CROSS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the 

increased incidence of Covid 19 
cases on the island, and in order 
to protect the parish and island 
community there will be NO 

Masses celebrated for the weekend 
of 21/22 November. Weekday 
Masses are also suspended.
Live stream Masses from St 

Andrew’s Metropolitan Cathedral 
Glasgow can be accessed via  

www.cathedralg1.org.uk
We hope this is only a 

temporary measure and will 
advise as soon as the celebration 

of Mass can safely resume. 
Further announcements will be 
made via this column and the 
Friends of Holy Cross bulletin. 

Please email peterdwilko@
gmail.com or telephone 600595 

if you wish to receive a  
weekly bulletin.

BLESS O LORD THIS ISLE OF 
ARRAN ST ROCH, PATRON OF 
THE SICK, PRAY FOR US OUR 

LADY OF THE ISLES, PRAY FOR 
US ST COLUMBA, PRAY FOR US.

DEATHS
DALGLEISH  – John (Graham). 
Passed away peacefully, 13th 
November, aged 74. Beloved 
husband of the late Kathleen, 
father of Catherine, John, 
Lorraine and the late Graham, 
Grandfather to Fraser, Skye, 
Kevin, Rachel, Connor and 
Finn. He will be dearly missed.
YOUNG  – William. Peacefully 
at Crosshouse Hospital on 
Monday, 16th November 2020 
a�er an illness bravely borne. 
Bill, aged 69, beloved husband 
of the late Christine, dear father, 
grandad, brother and uncle of 
the family. Private funeral due 
to current circumstances.
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SPORTSPORT

Nothing can keep Arran twins 
Ann Hart and Heather Raeside 
from enjoying open water 
swimming – even their 70th 
birthday.

Most days, all year round, the 
sisters can be seen on Brodick 
slipway heading for a dip and, 
despite their signi� cant birth-
day today (Friday), they have 
no plans to stop anytime soon.

Enthusiasm
Covid-19 may have cancelled 

this year’s Lamlash Splash 
event but it hasn’t dampened 
the twins’ enthusiasm to 

Corrie Golf Club
Monday November 16, 
Monday Cup: 1 J McGovern 
70-12=58 and scratch; 2 A 
McDonald 71-12=59. Magic 
twos from J McGovern @3rd 
and 10th. Fixtures: Saturday 
November 21, Sweep, arrange 
own matches and register via 
e-mail. Monday November 23, 
Monday Cup, ballot at noon 
and shotgun start.
Lochranza Castle Golf Club
Fixture: Saturday November 
21, � e Alan Bannatyne 
Quaich and Shiskine match at 
Shiskine Golf Club, 1pm for 
1.30pm tee o� .
Lamlash Golf Club
� ursday November 12, 
Yellow Medal: 1 Hugh 
McLelland 81-20=61; 2 Ian 
Bremner 70-8=62 BIH; 3 
Serge El Adm 73-11=62. 
Magic twos Andy Smith @5th, 
John O’Sullivan @16th and 
Martin Wallbank @17th. 
Fixtures: Sunday November 
22, Glenburn Cup. 9.30am and 
noon starts. November 26, 
Yellow Medal, 11am draw.
Machrie Bay Golf Club
Saturday November 14, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup: 1 Brian 
Sherwood 29; 2 John Milesi 21. 
Magic two Brian Sherwood.

Tuesday November 17, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup: 1 Alex 
Morrison-Cowan 28 BIH; 2 
Brian Sherwood 28; 3 Alastair 
MacDonald 26 BIH. Fixture:  
Tuesday November 24, Winter 
Cup, tee o�  noon.
Shiskine Golf Club
� ursday November 12, 
ladies 18 hole medal: Silver: 
1 and scratch Kema Genda 
80- 10=70; 2 Jenni Turnbull 
89-18=71; 3 Ann May 82-6=76 
BIH. Bronze: 1 Elizabeth 
Kelso 93-21=72; 2 Esther 
Henderson 103-26=77; 3 Sally 
Brookes 114-25=89.

GOLF Arran twins still open 
water swimming at 70

Above: Come on in...Ann 
and Heather dip their feet in 
the water.  

Left: Ann and Heather on 
the Brodick slipway as 
they head for a swim with 
a snowy Goatfell behind 
them. 

continue training for the next 
splash in September 2021.

Ann has organised the event 
for the past 11 years, with 
Heather helping with the 
catering, providing hot spicy 
soup for participants and 
volunteers.

� e twins, who both live in 
Brodick, have participated in 
every splash, always trying 
to improve on their previous 
year’s time.

Happy birthday from their 
families and everyone at the 
Banner.
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