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Fire-ravaged Blackwaterfoot 
garage to be demolished
Replacement to be
built on same site

Blackwaterfoot Garage, 
which was gutted by � re last 
November, is to be demol-
ished and rebuilt on the same 
site.

A & C Cameron has applied 
to North Ayrshire Council 
planning department for 
permission to build a replace-
ment garage in the village.

� e works will comprise of 
the demolition of the existing 
� re damaged garage building 
with retention of the concrete 
� oor slab in the main garage 
area for use when the garage 
is rebuilt. 

� e new garage will be built 
on the same footprint as the 
existing garage in similar 
materials to the surrounding 
buildings.

� e move follows a decision 
that the existing building 
was un� t for repair following 
the � re which destroyed the 
garage in the early hours of 
Saturday November 2.

Fire crews from 
Blackwaterfoot, Brodick and 
Lamlash spent more than two 
hours � ghting the � re which, 
not only badly damaged the 
building, but destroyed tyres, 
car parts, tools and MOT 
equipment inside.

Owner Colin Cameron, 
whose family have owned 
and operated the garage for 
23 years, admitted at the time 
the � re could have been worse 
if it had not been for its early 
detection.

A design statement, pre-
pared by CRGP Ltd for A & C 
Cameron, submitted with the 
planning application outlines 
why a replacement garage is 
needed.

It states: ‘� e condition of 
the building is outdated and 
has deteriorated quite signif-
icantly over the years with 
contributing factors causing 
di�  culty for quick repair. 
� ere are visible signs of wear 
and tear on the building and 
combined with the � re dam-

Elizabeth Cooper with her 90th birthday cake and the friends with whom she enjoyed a surprise party in Brodick. 
See full story on pages two and three.

A birthday surprise

01770 302310 sales@arranestateagents.co.uk

ARRAN’S ONLY LOCAL ESTATE AGENCY

WISHING YOU A
VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

and A HAPPY 
and HEALTHY 2020Scottish tapas and locally inspired 

cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk
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Wishing all our readers and advertisers a 
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year
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Fire ravaged Blackwaterfoot 
garage to be demolished

The extensive damage to the roof of the garage. Images taken during a site visit by CRGP 
Ltd. 

Continued from page 
one
age, mainly to the 
interior and the roof, 
the building has been 
deemed un� t for repair.

‘� e existing garage,  
apart from being badly 
damaged and di�  cult 
to repair, has clearly 
been extended and 
altered several times 
over the years giving 
the elevations an ad 
hoc appearance. � e 
new proposals aim to 
present a more uni� ed 
building.’

� e application is 
under consideration by 
planning o�  cials.

The badly damaged Blackwaterfoot Garage which is to be 
demolished. 

Surprise 90th birthday party
for Elizabeth
A Brodick retirement housing 
resident has enjoyed her � rst 
surprise birthday party - at 
the age of 90.

Elizabeth Cooper was 
given the surprise celebration 
by her friends at the Glen 
Estate retirement housing 

on � ursday December 
19. Elizabeth was born in 
Lamlash War Memorial 
Hospital in 1929 and spent 
all her life in Lamlash, apart 
from the last 10 years when 
she has resided at Glen Estate. 
She has two sons.

During the birthday party,  
guests were entertained by 
Mike Bailey who sang and 
played the guitar before 
Elizabeth blew out candles 
on her cake and the gathering 
enjoyed a� ernoon tea.

Retirement housing co-or-
dinator Angela Glendinning 
said: ‘It was a lovely surprise 
for Elizabeth. � e event was 
very successful and enjoyed 
by everyone who attended.’

The birthday girl cuts her cake. 01_B01birthday05

Elizabeth with 
her birthday cake. 
01_B01birthday03

Scotland’s wild goats... Outlander author 
Diana Gabaldon... Ayrshire & Arran... 

Scotland’s top independent schools... Stunning 
wedding photography... Comedian Sanjeev 

Kohli... Top tattie recipes
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Surprise 90th birthday party
for Elizabeth

Elizabeth blows out the candles. 01_B01birthday04

Mike Bailey entertains at the birthday party. 01_B01birthday01

The guests enjoy Mike Bailey on guitar. 01_B01 birthday02

� e Chancellor has given a 
welcome boost to Scots farm-
ers and rural communities by 
announcing nearly £3 billion 
of funding for 2020.

Sajid Javid con� rmed the 
cash will be used to support 
farmers once the UK leaves 
the EU this year, allowing 
them to plan for the future, 
sow their crops and care 
for their livestock with 
con� dence.

� e UK will leave the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) Direct Payments 
scheme, which supports 
farmers across Europe with 
subsidies in 2020.  � is will 
be replaced by a new system 
based on public money for 
public goods.

� e cash injection will 
allow the funding for Direct 
Payments for 2020 to con-
tinue at the same level as 
2019 and supplement the 
remaining EU funding that 
farmers will receive for de-
velopment projects until 2023 

at the latest. It will guarantee 
the current annual budget to 
farmers in every year of the 
Parliament.

It is in addition to the £206.6 
million of funding awarded 
since the Spending Round to 
support the farming sector in 
Scotland and Wales.

Mr Javid said: ‘When 
we leave the EU and are 
freed from the Common 
Agricultural Policy, we will 
be able to support our vital 
rural communities – which 
are a cornerstone of life in the 
UK – with a fairer and less 
bureaucratic system.

‘Farmers can enter the New 
Year with con� dence that 
they have our backing and 
will be able to thrive a� er 
Brexit,’ he added.

NFU Scotland’s president 
Andrew McCornick said: 
‘With the UK set to leave 
the European Union and the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
on January 31 2020, it is es-
sential the farming industry 

knows where it stands with 
regards direct payments.

‘Farm businesses still rely 
on these payments and, until 
we see a fairer redistribution 
of the share of the pro� t in the 
supply chain, direct support 
will remain important for al-
most all farmers and cro� ers.

‘Government commitment 
to continue to fund direct 
payments when we leave the 
EU is welcome.

‘When we meet Ministers 
and MPs at Westminster 
early in the New Year, we will 
seek further clarity on this 
announcement and press for 
a long term funding com-
mitment to farming.  We will 
also look for further measures 
that will help farmers secure 
a fairer share of returns from 
the supply chain.’

Farmers get funding 
boost ahead of Brexit

Leisure memberships at Auchrannie

For more information visit:

www.auchrannie.co.uk/facilities

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
01770 303 306

open daily from 7am

from

£32
per month

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Reduced costs for fitness classes
Free gym induction (call to book)
Free racket hire in the games hall

10% off in restaurants on meals over £5 p.p Sun - Thur
10% off Aspa treatments Mon - Thur, subject to availability

10% off clothing & giftware at Spa Resort Shop on purchases over £5
Adult members can sign in guests to use hotel leisure facilities (charges apply)
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Big changes, great and small, at Arran Vets
Good things come in threes, 
it seems, and there have been 
some very welcome new 
developments here at Arran 
Vets in Brodick in the past 
few months, writes practice 
owner Charlotte Clough.

�e start of July this year 
saw the arrival of new blood 
analysis machines at the 
Knowe Road practice, a 
big investment but of huge 
bene�t to our patients, of 
all varieties, in that we can 
immediately have results for 
critically-ill animals.

Great value
For example, with the 

Vet Scan HM5 hematology 
analyser, we can check the 
parameters of red and white 
blood cells in a dog with a life 
threatening blood clotting 
problem or a fading cow with 
liver �uke induced anemia. 
�e Vet Scan 2 biochemistry 
analyser is also of great value 
in that we can check liver and 
kidney values on the day of 
an anaesthetic, bene�ting 
patient safety.

At the end of July, I met Dr 
Danielle Jackson MRCVS, 
our new permanent vet for 
the �rst time. �ank you to all 
the residents on Arran who 
directed her in my direction 
when she was here on holiday 
a few weeks before. It’s good 
to know you are all looking 
out for me!

I am delighted that she has 
now joined the practice and 
she started work on in early 
November. As an extra bonus 
to the island, her �ance, Jake 
Dove, has started work on the 
island as a farm manager.

For the last �ve years all new 
vets graduating in the UK can 
now use the title Dr, a title 
given to vets graduating in 
other parts of the world for 
many years. Older, existing 
UK vets can also change to 
become Dr but as I’ve been 
plain Miss then Mrs all my 

Dr Danielle Jackson has taken on the position of full-time vet at the practice. 

working life I decided to stick 
with that. A�er all human 
Drs on becoming surgeons 
change to become Mrs or Mr 
and the vast majority of vets 
are also surgeons.

Here Danielle tells Banner 
readers a little about her 
career so far.

‘Having grown up in rural 
Worcestershire, following a 
year of travelling and teaching 
in South America, I attended 
the University of Liverpool 
Vet School, qualifying in 
2014 with honours. Spending 
many of my holidays working 
extra hours in the Philip 
Leverhulme Equine Hospital, 
I also chose an elective in 
Equine So� Tissue Surgery.

‘In 2014 I completed a six-
month Wildlife Internship 
in South Africa and then 
returned to the UK to work 
as a small animal vet in 
Upton Upon Severn. Having 
been o�ered a job to manage 
and be the sole vet on a 
10,000-hectare game reserve, 
I returned to South Africa to 
work in wildlife again, but 
also served the local commu-
nity helping with cattle, goats 
and treating whatever I was 
presented with.

Anti-poaching
‘Since returning to the UK, I 

have also worked short spells 
in the West End of Glasgow 
and at the PDSA. 

‘During my time in South 
Africa I also set up a mounted 
anti-poaching unit which I 
still manage remotely in my 
spare time. When I’m not 
busy working or helping with 
the project I love to get away 
into the hills either running 
or walking with my �ance 
Jake.

‘I’m very privileged to have 
had such a varied career so 
far and hope this stands me 
in good stead to serve the 
community here on Arran. 
I am very excited to join 

Charlotte and the team and 
look forward to meeting you 
all.’

Meanwhile, Gemma Fer-
guson received a totally 
unexpected email a few weeks 
ago with the news she had 
been nominated for an award 
by the College of Animal 
Welfare (CAW). We were all 
delighted and surprised as we 
didn’t know the college had 
an annual awards ceremony.

�e CAW is the largest 
provider of veterinary nurse 
training across the UK and 
promotes animal welfare 
through education and train-
ing. It has centres in Leeds, 
London, Huntingdon and 
Edinburgh.

Monitoring
In early 2019, Gemma 

completed their level 2 cer-
ti�cate in assisting veterinary 
surgeons in the monitoring 
of animal patients under 
anaesthesia and sedation. 
Her �nal exam was taken in 
Edinburgh in December last 
year. She passed with �ying 
colours and, unbeknown to 
us, was then nominated by 
her CAW tutor for the award 
of best student of 2019 on this 
course, from across the whole 
UK.

Gemma and husband 
John travelled all the way 
down to Huntingdon in 
Cambridgeshire recently 
where she was presented with 
her award.

We are all very proud of 
her achievement and, most 
importantly, we know that 
the animals under general 
anesthetic at the practice will 
be looked a�er with great 
care and attention and skill.

Many congratulations to 
Gemma for such a great 
personal achievement and 
for �ying the �ag for Arran 
Vets, the Isle of Arran and 
Scotland at a nationwide 
awards ceremony.

New blood analysers are installed in the prep room. 15% OFF
Garden Tools!

Watch Out 
For More  
Promotions
 In-Store!
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Big changes, great and small, at Arran Vets

Shona Hume, Gemma Ferguson and Charlotte Clough with some of the patients. 

Dr Danielle Jackson her �ance Jake Dove who have both moved to Arran. 

New VS2 biochemistry and HM5 hematolo-
gy analsyers will make a huge di�erence in 
patient care. 

Gemma Ferguson is presented with her 
award for being the best student in her 
class at the College of Animal Welfare and 
the certi�cate itself. 
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Filmmaker 
shares his 
secrets at 
Shiskine
At the December meeting 
of Shiskine Women’s 
Institute, members enjoyed 
a talk from � lmmaker Scott 
Clark of Utter Nonsense 
Film.

Scott is well-known to 
most on Arran due to 
his success as a heavy 
events competitor with a 
career that has taken him 
to prestigious Highland 
games around the world.

However, his talk was 
about another passion of 
his, � lmmaking, and he 
provided a fascinating 
insight into how he and 
his cohorts come up with 
ideas for these short 
entertaining � lms.

In a demonstration of 
his craft, Scott � lmed a 
member telling a story 
and then demonstrated 
the editing process using 
the footage to produce a 
short � lm. Scott is entirely 
self taught and has been 
developing and improving 
his skills with every � lm he 
releases.

At the meeting, the 
monthly competition was 
for best limerick and this 
was won by Fer Murchie, 
second was Marilyn Wood. 
The exhibition was for the 
best wrapped parcel which 
was won by Judith Porter, 
second was Joan Stewart.

The next meeting of the 
institute is on Wednesday 
January 8 at 7.30pm. Fiona 
Scott will be speaking 
about China. The competi-
tion is spring rolls and the 
exhibition is a fan.

Arran High School groups 
combine their talents to
host lunch

Visitors enjoy singing Christmas carols with Andrew 
Dickie. 

Arran High School’s Still 
Game Still Co� ee group 
joined with another social 
enterprise group, Enactus, 
to host a Christmas lunch 
for Contact Teas, and their 
regular café customers.

� e event, which allowed 
for plenty of social inter-
action, also included a mu-
sical interlude with Andrew 
Dickie, Moyra Manson and 
S1 students.

� e Still Game Still Co� ee 

group host a regular Friday 
co� ee cafe which helps to 
raise funds for Arran Cancer 
Support (ArCaS).

� e group will be resuming 
their regular Friday co� ee 
cafe on Friday January 10, 
from 2.30pm to 3.30pm, 
with a selection of special-
ity hot drinks, milkshakes 
and home-baking. All are 
welcome to go along for a 
refreshing drink and warm 
social interactions.

Pupils prepare drinks and food for their guests. 

Guests enjoy a festive lunch at the Arran High School cafeteria. 

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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A project which will develop a website, app 
and programme of digital exhibitions along 
the west coast of Scotland has been awarded 
funding of more than £350,000.

� e coast that shaped the world is a project 
by the West Highland College UHI. Stories of 
coastal communities will convey how mari-
time cultural, and natural, heritage helped to 
shape the world. 

Local stories will be mapped and gathered, 
creating a website and app to inspire potential 
visitors.

It is one of nine projects in the Highlands and 
Islands which will share a £5 million European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) award to 

promote the outstanding scenery, wildlife and 
culture of the Highlands and Islands, Scottish 
tourism and culture secretary Fiona Hyslop 
has announced.

� e funding, of £350,371, has been awarded 
through the Natural Cultural and Heritage 
Fund, led by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH).

Ms Hyslop said: ‘Tourism is a major part of 
the Highland and Islands’ economies and it’s 
essential that its social and economic bene� ts 
are shared as widely as possible.

‘� at’s why I’m pleased to announce the suc-
cessful applicants for grants from the Natural 
Cultural and Heritage Fund to improve their 
experience for visitors.’

The coast that shaped the world

Free sight loss 
counselling 
service
A free telephone coun-
selling service for people 
a� ected by sight loss on 
Arran is available.

‘Need to Talk’, which 
o� ers free counselling 
and con� dence-building 
support, is run by the Royal 
National Institute of Blind 
People Scotland. Through 
the project, people are 
helped to come to terms 
with sight loss, or that of a 
family member, and to face 
the future with con� dence.

The service, supported 
by the European 
Union’s INTERREG VA 
programme, is made up 
of skilled counsellors 
and con� dence-building 
professionals who can help 
people come to terms with 
their sight condition and 
maximise their independ-
ence; providing a friendly 
and reassuring voice to 
people and addressing any 
concerns and worries they 
may have.

You can contact the 
Need to Talk team on 
0303 123 999 and further 
information can be found 
on the website at rnib.org.
uk/needtotalk

Making a Christmas 
splash
While most dooks tradition-
ally take place on New Year’s 
Day, there have already been 
some hardly souls taking 
to the water over the festive 
holidays.

However, open water 
swimmer Georgina Lepley 
Maclean, was all on her own 
when no one else turned up 
for the Lamlash dook on 

Georgina emerges from the water after her solo dook. 
01_B01boxing01

Boxing Day, although it was 
only planned at the last min-
ute. She still swam round the 
pier and jumped o�  for the 
few people who had turned 
up to watch. On Christmas 
Day a group of revellers took 
to the sea in Whiting Bay.

See next week’s Banner for a 
full report and pictures from 
the Douglas Dook.

Revellers enjoying a Christmas morning dip at Whiting Bay. Photograph Alexandra Hudson. 

Georgina during her Boxing Day swim. 01_B01boxing02
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

Thought for the week

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Happy New 
Year to all

Opposition is not 
premature
Sir,
We refer to the RDS Forestry’s letter 
to the editor of December 14, 2019, 
headlined Opposition premature.

� e Imachar Group is a like-mind-
ed group of individuals dedicated to 
opposing the proposed industrial 
development at Imachar Point and 
fully support Malcolm Kerr’s letter 
of November 30 in that regard.

RDS Forestry is currently involved 
in pre-planning for what its letter 
describes as a timber loading fa-
cility. � e reality is much more, a 
substantial bellmouth at the public 
road and part way up Imachar hill, 
a roadway leading to a large timber 
stackyard and a slipway. 

� e whole project will take up 
an area the length of four football 
pitches terminating just before the 
� rst cave on this section of the Arran 
Coastal Way, a favourite recreational 
and walking area for local residents 
and visitors in an unspoiled natural 
environment.

� is unfortunate project has been 
kept under scrutiny and, just as 
RDS has been preparing by way 
of various surveys, ground and 
marine analysis for North Ayrshire 
Council (NAC) planners, so those 
inclined to oppose the scheme have 
been preparing their own response. 
Whatever concerns RDS may have 
for the progress of its development, 
it is certainly not for it to dictate to 
any party who wishes to monitor its 
particular approach to planning.

� ere are public access documents 
available on the NAC eplanning 
website under planning reference 
19/00869. 

One of these is a letter from 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
to NAC in which it makes clear its 
opposition to the project and from 
which the following is an extract: 
‘Overall the development at this 
location will have damaging im-
pacts on important features of the 
National Scenic Area, the nationally 
signi� cant long-distance walking 
route, and the local wildlife site.

‘� ere is also a risk to specially 

protected species. While SNH 
recognises the need for this timber 
facility, we do not consider that this 
industrial development is appropri-
ate at this location.’

We believe we can let this statement 
speak for itself. � e Whitefarland 
to Imachar leg of the nationally 
signi� cant Arran Coastal Way is 
one of the few o� -road sections of its 
western trail.

Unique in its pristine state and list-
ed as one of Scotland’s Great Trails, 
it gives signi� cant added boosts to 
Arran as a tourist destination and 
the income � owing from that status.

Arran Access Trust (AAT), a 
Scottish registered charity, is the 
body which adopted and now over-
see the Arran Coastal Way. SNH 
retains under the constitution of 
the Arran Access Trust a permanent 
director on the board of AAT. Given 
their stated aims, and the opposition 
of SNH, we would expect AAT to 
endorse SNH’s opinion, and simi-
larly seek to have the project rejected 
should it move to a full planning 
application.

Yours,
� e Imachar Group Team.

Vote for STV
Sir,
� e General Election results of 
December 12 reveal that the votes of 
many Arran Banner readers count-
ed for nothing, thanks to continued 
use of our antiquated ‘� rst-past-the-
post’ voting system.

Signing away your democratic 
rights with the mark of illiteracy 
in single member constituencies 
enables MPs to be elected on a small 
fraction of the vote; over three quar-
ters of the Scottish MPs were elected 
on a minority of their constituency 
vote. Consequently, seats won by a 
party do not necessarily re� ect the 
level of support nationwide for that 
party, nor are outcomes consistent 
or certain. On December 12, Boris 
Johnson’s so-called landslide was 
achieved on just 44 per cent of the 
vote; 56 per cent of those who voted 
did not support his party.

More worrying for those who 
support the Union is the fact that 

the Scottish Nationalists took 81 per 
cent of the seats for just 45 per cent of 
the Scottish vote while in Northern 
Ireland, Unionists were awarded 
fewer seats than the Nationalists, 
even though they had polled more 
votes. It seems our Victorian voting 
system is undermining the Union.

As the Labour Party’s secretary 
of the time observed as long ago as 
1936: ‘� ere is no greater gamble 
on earth than a British General 
Election.’ You might as well roll dice.

If your readers want to know more, 
www.knackered.org.uk sets out the 
de� ciencies of our current voting 
system and advocates its replace-
ment with the Single Transferable 
Vote, a British invention which is 
already used for local elections in 
Scotland. 

STV increases the degree and 
accuracy of representation, it min-
imises wasted votes, and it is the 
most powerful vote on the planet. It 
is high time it was introduced for all 
elections in the UK.

Yours,
David Green,
Southport.

Elderly befrienders
Sir,
From personal experience, I would 
like to express my appreciation 
for the befrienders. People who 
volunteer and visit the elderly here 
on this island. My lady comes every 
week with her lovely dogs and even 
brought her husband, who rede-
signed my awful back yard. I wish 
them all a very happy New Year.

Yours,
Pat King,
Shiskine.

Scouting thanks
Sir,
� e past decade in Scouts has seen 
some big achievements. We wel-
comed new members every single 
year. We committed to tackling 
the biggest social issues facing our 
country, including protecting our 
environment. We encourage young 
people to do more, learn more and 
be more. � at’s thanks to the amaz-

ing volunteers who get stuck in and 
make it happen.

As we begin the new year, I want 
to thank those who gave their time, 
from the minibus driver, to the tea 
makers and the den builders. Every 
single person is playing their part to 
give young people aged six to 25 the 
skills they need for school, college, 
university, the job interview, the im-
portant speech, the tricky challenge 
and the big dreams: the skills they 
need for life.

� ank you all. Scouting couldn’t 
happen without you.

Yours,
Andrew Sharkey,
Chief commissioner,
Scouts Scotland.

Sightsavers support
Sir,
I would like to take this opportunity 
to say thank you to all of the three 
million plus players of the People’s 
Postcode Lottery in the UK.

� anks to your support, People’s 
Postcode Lottery has been able to 
provide over £500 million to good 
causes since 2005, which is just 
incredible. Over £3.9 million of this 
we have been grateful to receive at 
Sightsavers.

Money raised by players has been 
indispensable in helping Sightsavers 
to fund vital, sight-saving work 
in some of the world’s poorest 
countries.

A cataract surgery can cost as little 
as £30 but it has a transformational 
e� ect.

We recently worked with Gordane 
and Suhura, a married couple from 
Mozambique, who were both almost 
blind from cataracts. � ey were able 
to have sight-restoring surgery with-
in a week of each other and it has 
turned their lives around, enabling 
them to return to normal day-to-day 
activities such as cooking, working 
and socialising. It’s a win-win situa-
tion for everyone.

So once again, a big thank you to 
all the players in Scotland for your 
support.

Yours,
Dr Caroline Harper CBE,
Sightsavers CEO.

Look to the Lord and his strength; 
seek his face always. 1 Chronicles 
16:11

There can be no doubt that 
2020 is going to be a big year 
for everyone.

Boris Johnson’s new govern-
ment has promised us a Brexit 
deal by the end of this month, 
which might be progress but 
surely means the start, rather 
than the � nish, of anything.

In Scotland, the volume has 
gone up again on demands 
for indyref2 after the success 
at the polls by the SNP, a move 
which would go down well with 
a sizeable chunk of voters on 
Arran.

Closer to home, the saga of 
the new Arran ferry is set to 
drag on this year, still with little 
sign of progress, despite the 
nationalisation of the shipyard 
where it is being built. Let us 
hope that the new year brings 
some more positive news.

A big decision which could 
come later this month is wheth-
er the proposed controversial 
� sh farm in the north-east of 
Arran gets the go-ahead. Even 
if it is initially refused by North 
Ayrshire Council – which there is 
no guarantee it will be – expect 
this to go all the way to appeal 
to the Scottish Government and 
is unlikely to go away any time 
soon.

But it is not all gloom and 
doom. A new year, a new 
decade, always has to bring 
hope and optimism and living 
on such a beautiful island as 
we do, let us also count our 
blessings.

May we wish all our readers 
and advertisers a happy New 
Year and prosperous 2020.



�e Arran Banner
Saturday 4 January 2020 NEWS  9

CONTACTUS

PRESSPOLICY

Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head o�ce
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB

At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’ Code of 
Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes 
happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a signi�cant mistake and 
you wish to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing editor@
arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis�ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, which 
will investigate the matter, by emailing: 
inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if 
they have a name, full address and phone number.

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK

Our photograph of the week captures the atmospheric ambience of the course at Corrie and Sannox Golf Club. Taken on what was a lovely, 
Christmas Day by reader Allan Napier, the picture shows o� the rolling landscape and the majestic mountains of Glen Sannox beyond. 
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Knitters rally for baby unit

Dawn McDonnell, Hazel Tannock, Nicole Kennedy, and 
Kimberley Graham sort through some of the hats that 
they have received from all round the world.

NHS Ayrshire and Arran’s 
maternity unit has been 
overwhelmed the generos-
ity of knitters from Arran 
and from across the world 
following an appeal for 
knitted hats for newborn 
babies.

Kimberly Graham, an 
Ayrshire midwife, put the 
appeal out in November 
asking local knitters to 
make hats for babies weigh-
ing seven to 10 pounds. 
�ey also asked for red 
hats, to help identify those 
that need extra observation 
or care.

Every newborn baby is 
given a hat immediately 
a�er delivery as part of the 
care bundle. Along with 
skin-to-skin contact and 
early feeding, this can help 
maintain a baby’s body 
temperature, reducing the 
risk of babies becoming 
hypo glycaemic and ulti-
mately being separated 
from their mothers and 
taken to the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit.

�e unit generally receives 
hats for premature babies 
but at the time of the appeal 
was desperate for hats that 
would �t full term babies.

�e Isle of Arran 
Federation of Scottish 
Women’s Institutes are big 

supporters of this cause and 
each year they donate hun-
dreds of knitted hats to the 
maternity unit. Smaller knit-
ting groups and individuals 
from Arran also contribute to 
the cause and have supported 
the initiative for a number of 
years.

Kimberly said: ‘I can’t 
believe the amazing response 
we have received. People have 
been knitting them across the 
world. I have been sent hats 
from all over Ayrshire and 
Scotland, as well as the rest of 
the UK, and even New York 
City!

‘It’s been incredible. People 
from all walks of life have 
knitted for us, including 

school children, church 
groups, knitting groups, the 
Women’s Institute, co�ee 
groups and the general 
public. We even had carers 
bringing in care home res-
idents that wanted to hand 
deliver their hats.

‘It has truly been a 
heart-warming experience 
to see all these parcels ar-
riving, knowing all the hard 
work, expense and, most of 
all, love that everyone has 
put in to making the hats. A 
huge massive thank you to 
everyone involved.’

Ayrshire Maternity Unit 
will now be able to give a 
hat to every newborn baby 
throughout 2020.

Apprentice gets a gift of tools

Chairman John Inglis makes a presentation to Joel Small. 

�e committee of the Arran Civic Trust   re-
cently visited the joinery and furniture work-
shop of Andy Leese at Ashlar Farm, Machrie, 
to present his apprentice, Joel Small, with a set 
of tools as he nears the end of his time as an 
apprentice.

Chairman John Inglis said: ‘�e trust was 
inspired to do this as a result of our appre-

ciation of Andy’s superb cra� skills in wood 
which he is imparting to Joel.

Exceptional
‘In making the presentation, we are con�-

dent that these skills in wood will continue in 
Joel who has been an exceptional apprentice.’

�e Civic Trust is keen to promote excep-
tional cra� skills in young people.’

The Civic Trust with apprentice Joel Small and Andy Leese in his workshop. 
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That was the year that was
part two – July to December
In the second part of our series looking 
back at some of the highlights of 2019, we 
delve into the pages of the Arran Banner 

from the second half of the year and review 
some of the stories that made the headlines 
last year.

JULY: The Arran community rallied behind Lizanne Zietsman and husband John Malpas 
of The Sandwich Station when the Home O�ce threatened to deport Lizanne.

JULY: Lamlash Heather Queen Imogen Allison with maids Catherine Smith and Ruby 
Wright. 

JULY: Annie West is crowned as the Bay Queen and is pictured with her maids Caitlin 
Fraser and Harriet Lucas. 

JULY: Torrylinn sta� look out over the very last batch of cheese ever made at the cream-
ery, which shut down at the end of the month. 

JULY: The Arran Pipe Band, below, march towards the village hall during the Lochranza 
gala. 
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That was the year that was part two – July to December

SEPTEMBER: 
Eilidh Hamill is 
the 2019 Arran 
High School 
Dux. Here she 
is seen being 
congratulated 
by head teacher 
Barry Smith 
at the school 
award 
ceremony. 

AUGUST: The Arran Elderly Forum celebrated a decade of supporting senior citizens and 
campaigning on behalf of them in matters that concern the more mature among the 
population on Arran. 

AUGUST: Making their mark at the annual Arran Farmers’ Show was the overhead 
champion Texel gimmer with David Henderson and daughter Emma. 

AUGUST: More than 60 pupils and 12 tutors took part in the 20th Fèis Arainn which 
culminated in a concert where they perform the lively fèis song. 

AUGUST: All of the trophy winners at the Scottish Women’s Institutes Isle of Arran 
Federation Handcrafts and Homeskills Show with show convener Kirsty Forsyth pictured 
in the back row, �fth from the left. 

SEPTEMBER: More than 200 protesters gathered at the North Sannox car park to 
demonstrate against a �sh farm development proposed for the north of the island. 

 
SEPTEMBER: A 
new school season 
began on Arran 
with 32 new 
pupils starting 
their schooling. 
Pictured here are 
nine new pupils at 
Lamlash Primary 
with teacher Alison 
Henderson. 



�e Arran Banner
Saturday 4 January 2020 NEWS 13

That was the year that was part two – July to December

SEPTEMBER: Arran’s newly established Youth Soul Choir got o� to a �ying start at 
their �rst rehearsal when 17 young singers joined the junior version of the renowned 
Arran Soul Choir run by James O’Neil, Moyra Manson, Shirley MacLachlan and Michael 
Gettings. 

OCTOBER: The annual 
Corrie Food festival was 
once again a sell out 
success. Here Schaun 
Shirkie of the Blackwater 
Bakehouse gives a young 
customer a special treat. 

NOVEMBER: The entire Brodick Primary School attended a rededication and remem-
brance ceremony of the First World War memorial plaque which has been installed at the 
school. 

OCTOBER: Brodick Primary School’s P1, P2 and P3 children joined schools and villages 
across Arran in celebrating Hallowe’en by dressing up, playing fun traditional and modern 
games and enjoying themed snacks. 

OCTOBER: The 
Post O�ce 
moved to its 
new location at 
the Book and 
Card Centre at 
the end of the 
month where 
Tom Fleming was 
captured serving 
his �rst custom-
er, Stuart Blake 
of Lochranza.

OCTOBER: 
Friendly and 
familiar face 
to many on 
Arran, Moira 
Small retired 
from CalMac 
after nearly three 
decades with the 
company.

NOVEMBER: 
Teachers 
and pupils at 
Brodick Nursery 
made a special 
banner to say 
thank you to 
the Brodick 
Co-op which 
donated 
£38,703.62 to 
three Arran 
charities: 
Brodick 
Nursery, Cats 
Protection and 
the Mary Davis 
Trust. 

OCTOBER: Two students from Arran, Helen How and Janet Bray, received the SQA 
Principal’s award from college principal Martin Jones for their outstanding performance 
in their National 5 Gaelic exams at Argyll College UHI. 
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That was the year that was
part two – July to December

NOVEMBER: A large crowd of parents and children prepare to join Santa and the proces-
sion to the grotto at Arran High School where the third annual Santa’s Sparkle took place. 

DECEMBER: The congregation, in �ne voice, sing Once in Royal David’s City, supported by 
the Arran Soul Choir on the balcony at the island carol service held at Brodick Church. 

DECEMBER. All of the cast join in the big �nale at the Peter Pan panto staged over three days by the Lamlash Drama Group and friends. 

DECEMBER: A total of 23 Santas and elves took part in the annual Santa Dash organised 
by the Arran Pace Makers running group. 

DECEMBER: 
Presbytery 
moderator Allan 
Richardson, 
Father Noel 
Colford and 
the Rev Angus 
Adamson held 
a dedication 
service at the 
Lagg Distillery.

NOVEMBER: The committee of the Arran branch of Save the Children celebrated the 
centenary of the parent organisation at their annual fayre in Brodick hall. 
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YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT’S ON IN ARRAN

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
Lamlash to build on Lego success

Eight P7 pupils from 
Lamlash primary and an-
other eight from the high 
school attended the �rst 
Lego League at Ayrshire 
College where they 
competed against nine 
other teams from across 
Ayrshire.

�e Arran pupils were 
successful in the innova-
tive part of the competi-
tion, returning home with 
the trophy for that section.

�e award was for a 
�ve-minute presentation 
about regenerating a com-
munity space. �e P7 pu-
pils chose the skate park at 
the back of the high school 
and redesigned it, show-
ing how they could use 
environmentally friendly 
materials found on the 
island to help reduce the 
carbon footprint of Arran.

�e judges congratulated 
the pupils on how they 
worked as a team and for 
their innovative ideas. �e 
event was well enjoyed by 
all of the pupils who were 
delighted to win the tro-
phy – which is made from 
Lego – and are already 
preparing for next year’s 
event.

Arran’s P7 pupils with 
the two Ayrshire College 
mentors who worked 
with them. 

Lamlash pupils 
get to work on 

their creations in 
the event hall at 

Ayrshire College. 

Lamlash P7 pupils collect their Lego trophy and medals. 

ALWAYS A GENUINE 
WARM WELCOME

SERVING BREAKFAST, 
TEA, COFFEE, SCONES, 

SHARING PLATTERS 
AND MEALS 

ALL FRESHLY PREPARED

FOOD SERVED DAILY 
UNTIL 9PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE CALL US ON 
01770 302968

OR EMAIL
stay@thedouglashotel.co.uk

www.thedouglashotel.co.uk
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Makeover for Kilbride cemetery 
commemorative bench

Honorary member Mary Mackenzie, who was president in 1967, and current 
vice-president Kirsty Forsyth at the commemorative bench.

In 1967, to mark 50 years of the WRI in 
Scotland, the Lamlash institute raised 
funds to place a commemorative bench at 
Kilbride cemetery. 

Refurbishment
 At the centenary of the organisation, it was 
decided a refurbishment was long overdue.

� anks to the kindness and generosity of 

Iain � ompson of the � rm John � omson 
Builders, whose late mother Jenny was insti-
tute treasurer at the time of the fundraising, 
the bench and plaque have been beautifully 
refurbished and � t once again to provide a 
comfortable seat for those wishing to rest 
and re� ect for a while overlooking Lamlash 
Bay.

Winners named as organisers 
wrap up Biscuit Tin Initiative

Commended by the judges 
was this charming ‘gelle-
� sh’ drawing by Naomi 
Macdonald aged seven. 

Arran Open Studios (AOS) 
had their last meeting of the 
old year and as well as discus-
sions as to the way forward 
for 2020, and entries for the 
2019 Biscuit Tin postcard 
competition were judged.

The winner 
of the � nal 
Biscuit Tin 
Initiative 
was by Alan 
Wilson of 
Glasgow.

Another commended entry 
was this colourful seaside 
scene by anonymous. 

Of the 11 biscuit tins dis-
tributed across the island, 
dozens of postcards were re-
turned to the AOS organisers. 
� ere were poems, drawings, 
paintings, jokes and little 
thoughts for the day.

Organisers decided that 
the winner of the last AOS 
Biscuit Tin Initiative for the 
time being, was Alan Wilson 
of Glasgow ‘with a very sensi-
tively handled and warming 
sunset bayscape’. � e prize is 
a return journey for a car and 
two passengers to the island. 
� e two runners-up le�  no 
addresses on their entries 
but both still warrant a men-
tion in dispatches. Naomi 
MacDonald, seven, made a 
‘refreshingly joyous picture 
of the “gelle � sh I saw on the 
beech”… an excellent e� ort’, 
and the second runner-up ‘by 
that famous “anonymous” is 
a light and airy seascape with 
scudding clouds, irises and 
vigilant crab. All commend-
able e� orts’.

A spokeman for AOS said: 
‘We would like to thank 
everyone who took time 
to participate and all the 
Arran establishments that 

hosted tins. And while this 
initiative has now had its day, 
those who follow AOS every 
year should look out for a 
new initiative that will be 

announced in the New Year.’
Arran Open Studios 2020 

will run from August 14 to 
17 inclusive and new partic-
ipants are always welcomed 

as are returning makers. For 
further information contact 
Ruth on 820373 or look at the 
AOS website and Facebook 
page.
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Is Dury back to his best? 
You be the judge

The cover of the new Gus Dury novel Wrecked.

It’s been 10 years since his 
last outing but Gus Dury, 
never one to be backwards at 
coming forwards, is back and 
on ranting good form.

�e creation of crime writer 
Tony Black �rst made waves 
back in 2009 in the author’s 
debut title, Paying for It, 
where Dury landed himself 
in hot water for headbutting a 
politician.

‘I think it’s safe to say that 
was some powerful wish ful-
�lment right there,’ said Tony, 
a former Edinburgh journal-
ist, who lived on Arran until 
last year.

‘�ere might have been a 
drink or two taken by Gus, 
but nutting a politician, even 
a Tory on the steps of the 
Scottish Parliament, is a bit 
over the top.’

Translation
�e book, published by 

Penguin Random House, 
proved a hit with readers, 
even its German translation 
scoring a top 10 hit in the big-
gest book market in Europe.

�e screen rights were 
snapped up by Richard 
Jobson and Dougray Scott 
was earmarked for the lead 
role in a feature �lm.

But Tony was pumping out 
two Dury books a year and 

Author Tony Black in pensive mood. 

growing tired of his creation. 
Eventually, Dury sent the 
author to the other side of the 
world.

‘I got fed up, packed a bag 
and waved goodbye to my 
Easter Road �at. I headed 
for Melbourne. I needed a 
long break, somewhere far, 
far away from Gus and the 
publishing circuit.

‘I’d carried this loudmouth, 
ranting alcoholic around 
inside my head for four books 
and a number of newspaper 
serials, one a�er the other, 
and I thought that was 
enough.’

�e break stretched into 
10 years for Tony with 
further stints in Ireland and 
Arran before he returned to 
Edinburgh in 2018, where he 
found Gus Dury waiting for 
him.

‘It was very strange, a�er 
being away from the place for 
so long, to �nd myself getting 
reacquainted with all my old 
haunts. �e city had changed 
so much and before I knew it 
Gus was back and voicing his 
opinions on everything.

‘I started o� with a few bits 
and pieces, monologues and 
some scenes, but it wouldn’t 
stop. Gus eventually crow-
barred his way back into my 

a�ections, and before I knew 
it, a new novel was �nished.’

�e latest book, the ��h in 
the series, is Wrecked.

‘It’s a hardcore crime novel. 
I always think my other work 
seems a bit tepid compared to 
the Dury books, but this one 
is the grittiest of the lot.

‘�ere’s quite a few scenes 
that made me wince and say 
to myself, “where on earth did 
that come from?”

‘I’d �nish a writing stretch 
and go downstairs to tell my 
wife, “you’ll never guess what 
this nutter’s done now”!’

Still set in the Scottish cap-
ital, a number of Gus’s more 
gruesome discoveries occur 
in East Lothian, where the 
author now calls home with 
his wife Cheryl and young 
son Conner.

Tony said: ‘I moved out to 
Dunbar from Arran late last 
year and the place sort of in-
sinuated itself into the book. 
I’m always looking out for 
great locations and Dunbar’s 
so nice it seemed like the 
perfect place to set some gory 
killings.

‘It’s always tragic to read 
about a killing anywhere, 
but when it’s set in a scenic, 
peaceful location it adds that 
extra shock element for the 
reader.’

Going by the readers’ 
verdicts, Tony’s books are 
doing the trick. �e author 
lists some of the biggest 
names in the writing business 
among his followers with 
Trainspotting author Irvine 
Welsh calling him his ‘fa-
vourite British crime writer’.

Protagonist
Welsh also calls Gus Dury 

‘the genre’s most interesting 
protagonist’, a quote that ob-
viously rung true for Tony’s 
publishers at Dockyard Press, 
who snapped up the book 
for their new Glasgow-based 
venture.

Wrecked is the �rst 
title from the independent 
Dockyard Press. Editor-
in-chief Greum Stevenson 
said: ‘Since Dockyard Press 
sees the standard publishing 
model as anachronistic, 
and intends to create a new 
model, it only made sense to 
start by publishing a book by 
an author whose writing is 
brilliant and unique in equal 
measure.’

But Tony, who has penned 
more than 20 books, gar-
nered eight Crime Writer 
Association (CWA) shortlis-
tings and a runner-up award 

in the Not the Booker Prize, 
says he is unsure if Gus Dury 
will return a�er Wrecked.

‘I can’t say I’ve lost interest 
in writing, but I’ve certainly 
lost interest in publishing. It 
was a rough business when 
I went into it years ago and I 
think it’s even worse now.

‘Success depends on 
Amazon algorithms and 
a relentless promotional 
routine; I doubt I’d have been 
published at all in the current 
climate.

‘I’m heartened by my new 
publishers, though, I hope it’s 
a big hit for them because I’d 
like to continue to work with 
Dockyard Press. And they’re 
Glasgow-based, a place with 
so many natural storytellers 
that the city deserves a top-
class publisher.’

Wrecked is published by 
Dockyard Press, priced 
£14.99, and is available now 
from bookstores and most 
online outlets.



� e Arran Banner
Saturday 4 January 202018  WHAT’S ON

Every day
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Geopark Information & Activity Centre                                                  Lochranza, 9am - 5pm
Brodick Castle and Gardens Open 10am – 5pm
Octopus Centre  Old Pavilion, Lamlash, centre open seven days, 11am - 3pm
Octopus Centre – tennis    Old Pavilion, Lamlash, open 7 days, any time 
Brodick Mini Golf       Open seven days, 9am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather                    
Public swimming Auchrannie Spa Pool, Brodick, 10am - 4pm (last entry 3pm) 
                                                                                                           and 6pm-8pm  (last entry 7pm)
Swimming lessons Auchrannie Hotel Pool, Brodick, Monday -Thursday, 4pm – 6pm
Arran Brewery                                   Open Monday, Thursday, Friday  & Saturday 11.30am till 4pm
                                                                      Sunday, 2pm - 4pm. Closed Tuesday and Wednesday
                                                                                       To arrange a tour please call 01770 302353

Saturday 4th January
Q30                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Live music – Cams Campbell                                  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Over-21s disco   Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm

Sunday 5th January
Q30                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Live music – Ealana & Friends                                           Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 1pm – 4pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm – 3pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm – 6.30pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                                         Shiskine Hall, Shiskine,  9pm
Folk music session                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 6th January
Morning fi tness                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am-10.30am
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                            Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Arran Punch Out                                                                            Arran High School, Lamlash, 6pm
Circuit training     Auchrannie Spa Resort, 6pm - 7pm 
Rink games                                                                                        Brodick Bowling Club, 6.15pm 
Winter bridge, visitors welcome, www.arranbridgeweb                Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Live Music                                                                Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do, adults and over-10s                                              Brodick Church Hall, 7pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 7th January
Body Blitz (booking essential) Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am - 10.30am 
Healthy Outdoors Team Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy Energy Surgeries Home House House, Brodick, 10am – 3pm
Chess morning                                                                         Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 11am
Rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                           Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm – 4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers – Jog Scotland beginners’ group Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Steak night – two ribeye steaks & bottle of wine      Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Hatton boxing                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Resort, 6pm - 7pm
The 1st Shiskine Rainbows and Brownies                                        Shiskine Hall, 5.30pm - 6.45pm
Arran Hockey Club – juniors (5-14yrs) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm – 7pm

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.com

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

CRAFT BREWERY TOURS AVAILABLE DAILY
Mini Kickers 3-5yrs (preschool)                                                 KA Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm - 6.45pm
Junior football, P4 -P6s                                                       KA Leisure, Lamlash, 6.45pm – 7.45pm
Eco Savvy Food Share Whiting Bay Eco Savvy Hub Shop, 9pm
Trev’s pop music quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional music sessions Brodick Bar, 9pm

Wednesday 8th  January
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie House Hotel, 9.30am - 10.30am
Brodick Gardens Volunteers                                  Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am – 1pm
Kilmory Toddlers                                                                                   Kilmory Hall, 10am - 12 noon
Archives and Genealogy Service    Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Knit and Blether      Bay Wool & Crafts, Whiting Bay 2pm – 4pm
Arran Pace Makers Running Group Brodick, 5.30pm
Kettlercise                                                                                  Auchrannie Spa Resort,  6pm - 7pm 
Tae Kwon Do                              kids 6.30-7.30pm, advanced juniors & adults, AHS, 7.30pm - 9pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Arran Dawn                                          Crofters’ Musi Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Pub quiz                                                                                                  The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock’n’pop bingo                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 9th January 
Kettlercise                                                                        Auchrannie Spa Resort,  11am – 11.45am 
Arran Youth Soul Choir                                Community Theatre, Arran High School, Lamlash, 6pm
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Resort, 6.15pm – 7.15pm
Arran Soul Choir                                          Community Theatre, Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm
Winter bridge, visitors welcome, www.arranbridgeweb                 Little Rock Cafe, 7pm for 7.15pm 
Arran Hockey Club – Seniors (12 yrs +) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm – 8.30pm
Arran Punch Out                                                                       Arran High School, Lamlash, 7.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                            Brodick Library, 7.30pm – 9.30pm
Live music                                                                                      Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 8pm
Eco Savvy Food Share Brodick Ormidale Pavilion, 8.15pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                                                      Kilmory Hall, 8.30pm  
Tommy’s general knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 10th January
Yoga                                                                                Auchrannie Spa Resort, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie House Hotel, 9.30am – 10.30am
ACLI - Friday Garden Club                                   Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 10am – 12.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                       Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do advanced kids 6.30-7.30pm, advanced juniors & adults, AHS, 7.30pm - 9pm 
Live music                                                                              Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Friday night quiz                                                         Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                        Octopus Centre, COAST, Lamash, 9pm

Saturday 11th January
Q30                                                                              Auchrannie Spa Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Live music                                                           Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Cosmic String Theory                                                                 Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7.30pm
Over-21s disco   Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm
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Top doc
In the New Year Honours List, Dr Alistair 
Grassie of Shiskine received an MBE. � e 
citation reads ‘for services to medical health 
on the Isle of Arran’. Dr Grassie confessed 
to being a bit bemused by it and upon being 
asked why he was chosen to receive it, he said: 
‘ I haven’t a clue. I’m not doing anything more 
than the next guy.’

While playing down the large impact he 
has had on Arran, the special award is clearly 
something which makes Dr Grassie very 
proud and quite humble. He insists it is a 
re� ection on his colleagues and those around 
him – even on the patients who know how to 
make best use of their services.

Millennium madness
People on Arran welcomed the new year and 
the new millennium in a variety of ways. All 
round the island there were bon� res and � re-
works and in most villages revellers partied 
the night away.

One resident who brought in the new year 

in the most daring way was Sally Brookes of 
Southbank Farm. In a weak moment in the 
early hours of Ne’er Day, she announced a� er 
a dare that she would go for a dip in the sea. 
True to her word, in the freezing cold morning 
air, she took to Silver Sands at Kildonan where 
she and her granddaughter Katie plunged into 
the sea.

Hole in one
All golfers dream of getting a hole in one. 
Many do, while others never achieve that goal. 
Karen Haggarty of Blackwaterfoot, despite 
being an above average player, had certainly 
never managed it. Until, that is, last weekend 
when she got a hole in one at the fourth hole 
at Shiskine.

And what a time to do it – in the � rst compe-
tition, on the � rst day of the new century. And 
it did not put Karen o�  her stroke: she won not 
only the nearest to the pin at the fourth but 
also at the tenth and the ladies’ longest drive. 
We know this is the � rst hole in one on the is-
land but could it be the � rst of the millennium 
in the whole land? Time will tell. More than 20 Brodick shops joined together to encourage people to shop locally. To 

add further encouragement, they o� ered a prize draw of £100 and a meal at a local 
restaurant. Hairdresser Paul Ford won the prize and was presented with it by two of 
the organising shopkeepers, Alan Johnston of the Book and Card Centre and Aileen 
Thomson of Homestyles. 01_B01tweS01

Colin Davidson uncorks a bottle of champagne at the Lamlash Hogmanay party where 
revelers celebrated the millennium. 01_B01tweS03

Lamlash villagers joins hands to sing Auld Lang Syne as they count down the minutes on 
New Year’s eve. 01_B01tweS02

Two Whiting Bay pub teams played a challenge football match to help blow away the 
excesses of the New Year. The winners were Ross McKay’s Cameronia team who won by 
� ve goals to two. 01_B01tweS04

Bernie Jackson’s scratch Shurig side in the football challenge against Cameronia 
managed to stave o�  a number of attacks on goal in no small part thanks to the 
acrobatic skills of Gavin Hill. 01_B01tweS05
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BANNER CLASSIFIEDS
PRINTING SERVICES

Private sales 
Free listings for items under £50
WANTED
Old Tools Wanted - 
Especially carpentry hand 
tools such as planes, chis-
els etc. Anything old and 
interesting considered. 
Cash waiting. Call Peter on 
07481108799. Lochranza 

Off-road 4x4 vehicles, mo-
torhomes and campervans 
Tel: 07546 788945
Grass Topper for M. F. 135 
Tel: 01770 700371

SALES
Round Bale Haylage, good 
quality. Buyer uplifts. Offers 
please. Tel: 01770 700371.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or 
make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made 
where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

SELF STORAGE

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

TECH SUPPORT

TECH SUPPORT
SANDY KERR

t: 07917631626
e: sandykerr@outlook.com

¥ Hardware & Software 
Installations 

¥ Repairs & Upgrades 
¥ PC & Mac 
¥ Solo/Group Training  
¥ Smart Home 

Appliances  
¥ Mobile Repairs 

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL:  COMMUNITIES DIRECTORATE  
CHILDREN ENTITLED TO START P1 – SESSION 2020/2021

Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2020 and 28 February 
2021 should be registered for education during the week commencing Monday 
13 January 2020.
As times vary from school to school, parents are asked to check registration 
arrangements with the appropriate catchment primary school for the area in which 
they live. The child’s full birth certificate and proof of address should be produced at 
the time of registration.
A new Gaelic Medium Education (GME) unit will open within Whitehirst Park Primary 
School in Kilwinning in August 2020. This allows pupils to be taught primarily through 
the medium of Scottish Gaelic. Should you wish your child to enrol in the unit, please 
register at Whitehirst Park Primary School during the school’s allocated registration 
times. Further information, if required, can be provided by contacting the school 
on 01294 554538.
Information on Registration can be found on the Council’s web site: 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
If you wish your child to attend a school outwith your catchment area you must 
register at your catchment school, then submit a placing request. This can be done 
online by accessing www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
Placing request assistance can also be obtained by telephoning 01294 310000.
Registration at your catchment area school does not guarantee entry to that school.
Andrew McClelland, Head of Service (Education)

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND  

CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk. 
Written representations may also be made to the Head Of Service (Economic 
Development & Regeneration) at the above address by 24.01.20. Any representations 
received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

19/00897/PP; Rokpa Trust, Ross Road, Sliddery, Brodick; 
Erection of 1.9m high deer fence.
Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 
together
Minister:
Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:
Sunday 5th January
Pirnmill and Lochranza 
Churches together,10.15am. 
Morning Worship at 
Pirnmill Church. 
Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 
Morning Worship.
� ere will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 
at 1.30pm.
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005
Sunday 5th January
Worship will be conducted 
by the minister, Rev 
Elizabeth Watson, at 
10.30am.
Tea and co� ee will be served 
in the Transept a� er the 
service. All most welcome. 
� ere will be a service in 
Cooriedoon at 2.30pm 
to which all friends are 
welcome.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 5th January
Sung Eucharist at 11 am.
Rev Barry Roberts
Co� ee a� er service
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
(continuing)
Sunday 5th January
Morning Service at 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick
Evening Service at 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Sunday 5th January
Sunday Morning Mass at 
11am

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with 
Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 5th January
Rev Lily McKinnon
Kilmory at 10 am
Lamlash at 11.30 am 
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 5th January
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 
Le�  of the Douglas Hotel, 
opposite the ferry terminal.
Telephone 700346, 820223
Everyone Warmly Invited.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 5th January
Service at 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and co� ee a� er the 
service
Wednesday at 7.15pm. Carols 
and readings with Arran 
Brass, Brodick Hall
Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 5th January
Shiskine at 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick at 6pm 
Services will be taken by Mr 
Aaron Walker. 

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday December 23, 
Glenburn Cup. 1 Ian Bremner 
68-9=59, 2 Serge El Adm 
78-15=63. Best scratch Ian 
Bremner 68. Magic twos Paul 
Cowan @4th.

� ursday December 
26, Boxing Day Bottle 
(Stableford). 1 John O’ 
Sullivan 24, 36pts, 2 Lee 
Dutton 20, 34pts. Best scratch 
Paul Cowan 27pts. Magic 
twos Alan Smith @16th.

Sunday December 29, 
Winter Stableford. 1 Paul 
Cowan 6, 36pts, 2 Derek 
Harrison 35pts. Best scratch 
Paul Cowan 30pts. Magic 
twos  Alan Smith @ 16th.

Fixtures: Sunday January 5, 
Winter League at Lamlash. 
Lamlash v Whiting Bay, 
10am shotgun start.

Shiskine Golf Club
� ursday December 26, 
Boxing Day Charity Texas 
Scramble at Shiskine, � ve 
teams played in less than 
ideal weather.
 Longest drive at the 2nd (la-
dies), Piet Johnston; nearest 
the the pin at the 4th (ladies), 
Piet Johnston; longest drive at 
the 9th (gents), Ian McLaren; 
nearest the pin at the 10th 
(gents), Colin Rutterford.

Winners were Piet 
Johnston, Graham Martlew 
and Willie McNally with 39.5 
BIH.

A total of £100 was 
raised and captain Fiona 
Henderson decided to give 
the money to a local charity, 
Blackwaterfoot Bog Buddies.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday December 29, Winter 
Cup Stableford, 7 played, 
NC. 1 Chris Pattenden 15,   
37pts, 2 George Hamilton 
15, 36pts, 3 Ali Hume 11, 
34pts ACB.

Fixture: Sunday January 5, 
Sweep, 9am and noon.

Happy New Year to all 
members and friends!

Golf club releases 
2020 decade 
edition calendar
It is 10 years since the new 
clubhouse at Shiskine Golf 
and Tennis Club was built. 
In commemoration, a special 
2020 calendar has been 
produced to mark the decade 
since it opened.

Titled the Clubhouse 
(Decade) Edition, the images 
used in the calendar are of the 
course in various seasons and 
includes a huge group photo 
of members, past captains 
and those who were involved 
in the clubhouse project.

Other images include stun-
ning sunsets, winter scenes 
and aerial perspectives which 
show the course, and its spec-
tacular location, looking at its 
very best.

Shiskine Golf and Tennis 

The May image shows the opening day of the new clubhouse attended by past captains, members and others who were 
involved in its creation. 

Club was founded in 1896 
and originally had just nine 
holes. Later it expanded to a 
full 18-hole course but during 
the war six holes were lost 
due to agricultural needs so 
the course has remained at 12 
holes since.

Stunning
� e course takes just two 

hours to play and o� ers, as 
the calender images attest, 
stunning coastal views in 
all directions including the 
impressive columnar basalt 
cli� s at Drumadoon Point.

� e calendars are available 
at http://shiskinegolf.co.uk/ 
and every image dating back 
to 2012 is available for free 
viewing and downloading 
from the site.

The front cover of the 2020 calendar. 

August shows 
a spectacular 
sunset from 
one of 
the holes 
overlooking 
Campbeltown. 
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A look back at a big year of sport – July to December

JULY: Isla McKinnon of the Arran Junior Triathlon Club 
(AJTC) earned herself a podium �nish in her �rst ever 
triathlon at the Scottish National Youth Championships.

SEPTEMBER: All of the 
prize-winners at the 
Brodick Golf Club’s 
annual dinner and 
prize-giving held in 
the clubhouse. 

AUGUST: A large group 
of enthusiastic children 
pictured at the summer 
sports day with Ewan 
Jamieson, Garnock Active 
Schools coordinator, Craig 
McBirnie, KA Leisure, Archie 
McNicol, St Matthews 
Active Schools coordinator, 
and Eilidh Hamill, Arran 
sports ambassador. 

JULY: Donald ‘Stud’ 
Mckinnie presents Ryan 
Armstrong of the Southend 
team with the Arran 
Haulage Cup, while Frazer 
Barr douses the team in 
celebratory champagne, 
right. 

AUGUST: Winners of the annual Sannox Cricket Club fun day were The Power Rangers: 
Euan Smith, Frazer Barr, Finlay Sillars, Danny Head, Dave Hackett and Gavin McCrae. 

SEPTEMBER: Spectators and Arran AFC players enjoyed their �rst home game of the 
season which they won 9-2 against Blantyre Albion. 
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A look back at a big year of sport – July to December

OCTOBER: Rowers from the Arran Coastal Rowing Club held a very successful inaugural 
Emergency Services Regatta with the Arran Mountain Rescue Team taking the Dr Angus 
Campbell memorial quaich. 

OCTOBER: Riders in the kids/rookies class show o� their medals at the Arran Motorcross 
Club’s annual fun weekend held at Southbank Farm. 

OCTOBER: The Arran Ladies’ Hockey Club enjoyed their �rst home game of the season 
against Troon Ladies, with the match ending in a 1-1 draw. 

DECEMBER: The Arran Belles return from their annual Christmas cycle and lunch where 
they joined up fellow cyclists of the Arran Mountain Bike Club. 

NOVEMBER: Arran medal winners, Dariusz 
Gwizdowski, Patryk Gwizdowski and Cathy Welch 
brought back 11 medals from the ITF Union Open 
World Championship in Sardinia. 

NOVEMBER: A team of pupils from Arran’s primary schools took second place in the 
North Ayrshire Sports Hall Athletics event at the Portal, Irvine, where they quali�ed for 
the national �nals. 

DECEMBER: GB paralympian 
cyclist and endurance wheel-
chair racer Mel Nicholls visited 
Arran to catch up with friends 
and recount her tale of her world 
record breaking handcycle from 
Land’s End to John o’Groats.
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club 
defy the Boxing Day weather

Brian Sherwood gets into the festive spirit in the 
clubhouse. 

A hardy group of friends and 
members gathered for the 
annual Boxing Day meeting 
at the Blackwaterfoot Bowls 
Club. � e weather was against 
them but the company was 
good.

A� er surveying the weather 
from the comfort of the pa-
vilion, and being reinforced 
with tea and co� ee and 
sundry other treats, it was 
decided to try to play.

Play started although the 
conditions were far from 
perfect, so a� er four ends had 
been played it was decided 
to retreat to the pavilion for 
more refreshments.

Although very little play 
took place, it was judged to 
have been a successful a� er-
noon. Due to the all-weather 
carpet, it was possible to play 
but, regrettably, the cold was 
the eventual victor.

The hardy players 
who took part in the 
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club 
Boxing Day game. 

Members enjoy some tasty 
treats between games. 


