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� e future of Fyne Families 
a� er-school club hangs in the 
balance unless new volunteer 
board members can be found.

Fyne Families – formerly Mid 
Argyll Childcare Services – has 
provided vital childcare ser-
vices and support to families 
in and around Lochgilphead 
since its inception in 2006.

Over the years these have 
included Elfs nursery, the toy 
library, as well as a baby and 
toddler group.

� ese days the charity fo-
cuses on providing a� ordable 
a� er-school care for working 
families whose children 
attend Lochgilphead Primary 
School, and in a normal year 
the service o� ers 24 places for 
children from P1 to P7.

Pupils are collected from 

the school playground and 
walk down to Lochgilphead 
Community Centre where, 
a� er a healthy snack, they can 
enjoy a mixture of free play 
and organised activities.

During the Covid pandemic 
the service adapted to provide 
essential childcare services for 
key workers, before the schools 
returned.

� e a� er-school club is 
managed by a small, dedicated 
team of quali� ed childcare 
workers and an administrator 
supported by the board, which 

requires between four and 12 
members to operate.

Historically the board has 
been � lled mostly by working 
parents who utilise the service, 
but the pressures of juggling 
work and family life has made 
it increasingly di�  cult to 
maintain this.

Now the service has warned 
that unless vacancies in key 
positions are � lled – including 
chairperson and treasurer – 
the a� er-school club will be 
forced to close.

Current chairwoman Kirsty 
Taylor said: ‘We are desper-
ately seeking new members, 
particularly those who have 
experience and/or skills in ar-
eas such as � nancial oversight 
and grant funding, organisa-
tional development, childcare 
or education, however, the 
only essential quality is a com-
mitment to contributing your 

time and wisdom to help guide 
this key community service.

‘� e board is looking to 
secure the � nancial sustaina-
bility of the a� er-school club 
while maintaining a� ordabili-
ty for families and to steer the 
future direction of the baby 
and toddler group. 

‘We have a number of pro-
jects in the pipeline that we are 
keen to progress, including the 
redevelopment of our outdoor 
garden space.’

Board members should 
expect to contribute around 
� ve hours per month, includ-
ing monthly board meetings 
which, given current Covid 
restrictions, are held online, 
and use of the a� er-school club 
service is not a prerequisite.

Interested parties are asked 
to email fynefamilies@yahoo.
co.uk prior to the online AGM 
arranged for December 17.

Mollie Jo Eastaugh had the honour of switching on the 
lights at Tarbert's Christmas centrepiece. Photograph: Janet West. 

Under threat 
after-school club 
appeals for help  

It’s the creel thing for a 
Tarbert Christmas tree
� is has been a year like no other, and in the spirit of 2020 
Tarbert has come up with a Christmas tree like very few in 
existence. Rather than a Sitka spruce, the village took inspira-
tion from its � shing heritage to create a spectacular Christmas 
‘tree’ from � shing creels. Turn to page two for more.

‘We are desperately 
seeking new 
members...to help 
guide this key 
community service’

Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480

Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com  www.kintyrehire.com

Looking for a new car? We have access to a wide range 
of VW cars & light commercials, Skoda, Seat & Kia cars, 

finance available.
Cars, vans, 4x4’s, Trailers for hire throughout Argyll

MOT Testing station – classes 1,2,4,5 & 7 – motorcycles, cars & light commercial vehicles.
Servicing, diagnostics, tyres and alignment.

NEW IN !!! 4 WHEEL 3D ALIGNMENT 
A SPECIALLY DESIGNED RAMP FOR ACCURACY WITH PRINTOUTS OF BEFORE AND AFTER

Open Monday – Saturday 8am-6pm
PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Theft of canoe
Between Friday November 
27 and Saturday November 
28, a four-metre long, red 
two-seater canoe, with 
white underside, was stolen 
from a cottage at Bellanoch, 
Lochgilphead. 

Police are investigating 
and are appealing for any 
witness or anyone with any 
information to contact them 
on 101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Drugs charge
At around 4.10pm on Monday 
November 30, in Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, a man aged 18 
was stopped and searched 
by police and found in 
possession of a small amount 
of cannabis. 
He was charged and issued 
with a recordable police 
warning.

It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas around the region 
as festive decorations go up in 
towns and villages.

A� er a less than cheer-� lled 
year, volunteers have pulled 
out the stops to brighten up 
their communities.

But a� er months of living in 
strange times, it is perhaps no 
surprise that people have come 
up with something a wee bit 
di� erent for Christmas 2020.

In Tarbert the pandemic 
might have put a stop to carol 
singing, Santa and crowds 
eagerly anticipating the switch 
on of the Christmas lights.

But the village instead 
swapped the usual celebrations 
for something stripped-back 
and magical.

� is year’s ‘tree’ has been 
constructed from creels, and 
decorated with lights. 

Built by   volunteers over the 
course of Saturday December 

Christmas ‘trees’ 
with a difference

5, it is a � tting centrepiece for 
the � shing village.

Tarbert Festivals Committee 
would like to thank C & J 
Shell� sh for donating the 
creels, Mellex for use of 
its cherry picker, Tarbert 
� re� ghters for their building 
skills, Stewart McLean for 
his enthusiasm in moving 
this project forward and to 
everyone who supplied rolls 
and hot drinks to sustain the 
team during the day.

And, a very special thanks 
to wee Mollie Jo Eastaugh for 
switching on the lights.

Ardrishaig’s Christmas tree, 
donated by RDS Forestry, was 
also put in place last Saturday, 
next to the North Hall, thanks 
to the e� orts of a team of 
volunteers from MacLeod 
Construction, Mellex and 
West Coast Motors.

As reported in last week’s 
edition, Lochgilphead’s 
tree, also a gi�  from RDS 
Forestry, went up a weekend 
earlier through the work of 
volunteers and equipment 
from MacLeods, George 
McNaughton and Son, Coille 
Haulage and West Coast 
Motors.

Further up Loch Fyne, 
Furnace celebrated on a frosty 
Friday December 4 as the 
lights were switched on at the 
village hall and tree. Many 
residents lit up their homes 
and gardens, and a suitably 
masked and socially distanced 
walk round the impressive 
lights was enjoyed by villagers.

With the tree, donated by 
Argyll Estates, in place in 
Inveraray, the community 
council has organised all 
the insurances and testing 
required to allow permission 
for lights alongside the A83 
trunk road.

Look out for Inveraray’s 
impressive lights going up on 
Sunday December 13.

� e Ardfern community has 
also created a Christmas tree 
with a twist. 

Cycle stolen 
A child's bike was stolen after 
a shed at Furnace Primary 
School was forced open 
between 4pm Wednesday 
November 25 and 9am on 
Monday November 30. 

Police are investigating 
the incident and appeal for 
witnesses or anyone with 
any information to contact 
them on 101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Assault on woman
A 43-year-old man was 
arrested and charged with 
assaulting a woman at about 
11.25pm on Tuesday Decem-
ber 1, in Kilduskland Road, 
Ardrishaig.  He was held 
for court and a report was 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Possession of 
drugs
About 3.45pm on Sunday 
December 6, at Bellanoch, 
Lochgilphead, a man aged 20 
was stopped and searched 
by police and charged with 
possession of a small amount 
of cannabis. A report will be 
submitted to the � scal.

GETINTOUCH
email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01586 554646

Like many others, at the 
beginning of lockdown, 
Ardfern’s Knit and Natter, 
Crochet and Chatter group 
had to stop meeting and 
resorted to fortnightly Zoom 
sessions. Inspired by an idea 
from Barra, member Aliénor 
Kennedy suggested creating 
a knitted and crocheted 
Christmas tree to cheer 
everyone up – a fantastic 

lockdown project. So, starting 
o�  by making 10cm squares 
out of the stashes of yarn 
all knitters and crocheters 
accumulate, everyone worked 
hard throughout the summer 
and gathered enough squares 
for the planned tree.

Aliénor’s husband Simon 
made a frame and last week 
the impressive tree went up in 
Lucy’s café in Ardfern.

Volunteers construct the tree with a di� erence over 
Saturday December 5 in Tarbert. 

RIght: Ardfern’s 
imaginative tree, 
born of an idea 
at the beginning 
of lockdown in 
March. Below: 
Furnace folk 
enjoyed a safe 
celebration as the 
lights went on. 
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More than £15,500 has 
been awarded as part of 
the latest round of grants 
from An Suidhe Wind Farm 
Community Fund, helping 
people get out and stay � t 
during Covid times.

Lucky recipients include a 
ski�  club and shinty club and a 
bid to buy outdoor gym equip-
ment for a park in Inveraray.

Katy Woodington, RWE 
Renewables’ UK’s community 
investment manager said: ‘It 
is always exciting to recognise 
and celebrate the diversity 
of projects that are funded 
every year, and this year, more 
than ever, we are proud to be 
supporting local groups in 
their response to, and recovery 
from, the pandemic.’

Upper Loch Fyne Coastal 
Rowing Club at Glenbranter 
has been awarded £1,848.00 
towards   a trailer and a cover 

for the club’s boat so they can 
take part in events and protect 
the boat from the elements.

� e club was formed two 
years ago and is building its 
own ski� . Derrick Anstee, who 
is leading the build, said: ‘� e 
help from An Suidhe Wind 

Farm Community Fund is a 
lifeline. 

‘It means we will be able to 
� nish the Upper Loch Fyne 
Coastal Rowing Club's ski�  
this year and be on the water 
for the next season.’

Other awards   helping 

and encouraging people   to 
socialise and exercise during 
times of Covid-19 restrictions 
include £8,022.60 going 
to Inveraray Community 
Council to buy outdoor gym 
equipment for the park and 
£3,041.60 to Inveraray Shinty 
Club for, among other items, 
furnishings for a multi-pur-
pose storage container that 
will provide a changing room 
for female players.

Cairndow Community 
Council also got £4,500 to 
fund the development of two 
outdoor play areas.

An Suidhe Wind Farm 
Community Fund is man-
aged by independent charity 
Foundation Scotland on behalf 
of the funding panel.

In 2011, RWE Renewables set 
up an annual fund of £28,500 
to run throughout the oper-
ational lifetime of An Suidhe 
Wind Farm, expected to be 
around 25 years.

Funding decisions are made 

in the area to ensure awards 
are best suited to the needs of 
the surrounding communities, 
and   are made by a panel of 
representatives from the com-
munity councils of Glenorchy 
and Innishail (Eredine only), 
Inveraray, and Furnace and 
the Dalavich Improvement 
Group.

In the latest 2020 funding 
distribution round, the 
funding panel has announced 
awards of more than £31,000 
to community projects within 
those four areas.

Foundation Scotland 
Community Funds manager 
Tom Black said: ‘� e range 
of projects supported this 
year very much re� ects local 
needs and opportunities to get 
outside, exercise and connect 
with others.

‘With these grant awards 
we hope people will be able to 
see the tangible bene� ts that 
the fund can bring to their 
community.’

Argyll patients are to bene� t 
from later NHS appointment 
times once again – so they get 
more time to travel.

A system failure within NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
had led to patients from Argyll  
being given appointments that 
were too early but that has 
now been addressed.

Regional Highlands and 
Islands MSP Rhoda Grant  
says she is encouraged that 
the fault has been recognised 
and wants to see the 10.30am 
policy to become common 
knowledge.

Numerous constituents con-
tacted Mrs Grant complaining 
about early appointment times 
that they were given by the 
NHS authority. It was thought 
that these appointment times 
were given with no consider-
ation for travel – either by car 
or by public transport.

Mrs Grant raised the issue 
with the chief executive of 
NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde and the 10.30am rule 
has now been reinforced to the 
medical records team which 
is willing to accommodate 
patient requests where 
possible.

Wind farm funding fi ts 
need to exercise more

Upper Loch Fyne Ski�  Club members working on their new 
boat.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

More time to 
travel to NHS 
appointments
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Preparations are underway 
to create a woodland on the 
hillside above the Rest and be 
�ankful later this month.

Forestry and Land Scotland, 
working in partnership with 
Transport Scotland, will soon 
start putting up deer fences to 
protect the saplings of a range 
of tree species that are to be 
planted to help maximise slope 
stability.

Planting will not be starting 
until September or October 
next year and the new wood-
land will take some time to es-
tablish, but from the moment 
of planting, the tree roots will 
begin to bind the slope – an 
e�ect that will cumulatively 
increase, year-on-year, says 
James Hand, FLS operations 
forester.

Mr Hand added: ‘�e deer 
fence is a crucial �rst stage 
because protecting the sap-
lings and other vegetation 
from deer and other mammal 

grazing is crucial to ensuring 
rapid establishment of the new 
woodland.

‘�e mix of species selected 
for the woodland will help it 
withstand events associated 
with predicted climate change, 
particularly those associated 
with sudden heavy rainfall 

incidents. �e trees will com-
plement the hard engineering 
that has been done at the site 
to help stabilise the slope and 
protect the road infrastruc-
ture. Working in tandem, both 
approaches will help to miti-
gate the challenges presented 
by this notoriously unstable 

A pilot project is planned 
as part of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s e�ort to get com-
munities helping with winter 
maintenance.

�e authority had hoped 
to consult with residents 
earlier this year on interest 
in helping to keep paths and 
pavements clear during the 
winter months.

But the consultation was 
delayed due to Covid-19 and 
is now planned to take place 
this winter with a view to 
rolling a scheme out during 
the summer and autumn of 
2021.

Neither a location nor a 
time for the pilot project have 

been identi�ed, but it is aimed 
for a community resilience 
programme to be in place for 
winter 2021/22.

�e details were revealed 
in a report considered by the 
council’s environment, devel-
opment and infrastructure 
committee on December 3.

Executive director Kirsty 
Flanagan said: ‘As we now 
enter the winter period it is 
proposed to run that delayed 
consultation over the season, 
with a view to using feedback 
to de�ne a scheme for roll-out 
across the council area next 
summer/autumn, in advance 
of the 2021/22 winter season.’

Criteria for community 

groups to become involved 
in the pilot included that its 
work was undertaken on a 
reactive basis. However, the 
report adds that there should 
be no expectation by the 
council for the group to ‘turn 
out’ at any point, and that all 
PPE and equipment should be 
provided by the authority.

Ms Flanagan added: ‘It 
should be noted that while 
it is not expected that there 
will be a signi�cant uptake in 
the 2021 season, any uptake 
will have to be carefully 
monitored as there is a �nite 
amount of revenue funding 
available to support the 
scheme (£50,000).’

Work to start on woodland 
to help stabilise A83 slope

Above: View as it is now from the south approach to the Rest 
and be Thankful. Left: An illustration of how the view south 
to the Rest and Be Thankful will look in 30 plus years after 
the woodland is created.

slope.’ �e bulk of the fencing 
work will take place in the 
spring and summer of 2021.

George Fiddes, Transport 
Scotland special projects man-
ager, said: ‘Commencement of 
these vital deer fencing works 
marks an important mile-
stone in the hillside planting 
strategy.

‘We look forward to contin-
uing to work with Forestry 
and Land Scotland on this key 
project which forms part of the 
Scottish Government’s wider 
landslide mitigation works at 
the A83 Rest and be �ankful.’

As well as protecting the 
trees, the fence will have eco-
logical bene�ts across a wider 
area by reducing grazing pres-
sure and will help to develop a 
network of native woodland at 
a landscape scale.

Careful consideration has to 
be given to selecting the cor-
rect species of trees and shrubs 
that would best be able to cope 
with the extreme conditions 
on such an exposed site.

‘Anything planted at this 
site should not only be able to 
provide the rooting structures 
that will help slope stabili-
sation,’ continued Mr Hand, 
‘but should also be resilient 
enough to survive in this 
environment.

‘Sourcing Scottish plants 
from local areas, as close as 
possible to the site, means 
we’re bene�tting from the 
plant species that are adapted 
for the current environment 
and that are most likely to be 
resilient to a changing climate 
into the future.’

�e combination of species 

will include downy birch, 
aspen, oak, blackthorn, haw-
thorn, hazel, juniper and Scots 
pine. 

As well as enhancing the 
landscape and contributing to 
the scenic value of the National 
Park, the mix of species will be 
good for biodiversity, helping 
to sustain golden eagles and 
black grouse.

�e project overall will also 
protect water quality and hab-
itats, especially those associat-
ed with spawning salmonids.

Natural regeneration of 
native species will also be 
encouraged and there is scope 
for more planting nearby.

Information panels will go 
up at points where new gates 
will be built across traditional 
access routes telling walkers 
why the fence has appeared.

Council to pilot community-led 
winter maintenance project
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Friday December 4 was a 
very proud day for Argyll-
based charity ZamScotEd, 
and for the young people it 
helps.

� e charity – formerly 
the Mthunzi and Lilanda 
Initiative – supports the 
secondary education of chil-
dren in the southern-central 
African country of Zambia.

Last Friday the � rst 
group of pupils from a 
secondary school initiated 
by ZamScotEd graduated at 
Grade 12 – the equivalent of 
sixth year.

For many years the char-
ity funded the secondary 
education of children living 
at the Mthunzi Children’s 
Programme. � is devel-
oped into a plan to build a 
secondary school to meet 
the educational needs of 
the wider community in the 
Chilanga area to the west of 
Lusaka, where no secondary 
education was available 
and where families live in 
poverty.

With match funding from 
Missio Scotland and the 
support of parishes, trusts, 
and individuals in the west 
of Scotland, ZamScotEd 
opened the � rst classroom 
block of St Columba’s 
Day Secondary School in 
January 2016 – named St 
Columba’s because of the 
obvious link to Argyll and 
the Isles.

� e charity works in part-
nership with the Zambian 
order of the Teresian Sisters 
– educational experts in 
both Zambia and Malawi. 
With funding from the 
Spanish organisations 
Manos Unidas and Africa 
Directo, four teaching 
blocks have been built.

� e primary aim is to 
achieve three of the United 
Nation’s goals for sustaina-
ble development; goal four, 
which seeks to provide 
every child with quality 
education; goal � ve, which 
strives for gender equality; 
and through these, goal 
one, which is to eliminate 
poverty.

On its Facebook page 

ZamScotEd posted: ‘A very 
proud day for ZamScotEd. 
St Columba’s Community 
Secondary School, initiated 
and supported by our 
Scottish organisation, 
celebrates its � rst Grade 12 
graduates today. May your 
future be all you wish for.

‘Congratulations to all 
pupils, [head teacher] Sr 
Veronica and all sta� .’

ZamScotEd founder and 
chair Marian Pallister said: 
‘We have supported the 
education of children in 
Zambia since the turn of this 
century, but in 2016 we were 
able to open St Columba’s in 
this area on the outskirts of 
Lusaka, where there was no 
secondary provision.

‘We began with a handful 
of pupils. Now there are 350 
and we are so proud that 
the youngsters we support 
have � nished the equiva-
lent of S6. We can’t thank 
the people of Mid Argyll 
enough for continuing to 
help us despite Covid-19. 
� at support means a new 
intake in 2021 will have the 
same opportunity for good 
quality education near their 
homes.’

� e need for funds con-
tinues, and ZamScotEd is 
seeking support so that ed-
ucation can be continued in 
2021 through the purchase 
of text books and science 
equipment. Every penny 
raised goes to give kids a 
chance to have a future.

If anyone would like to 
help, visit the Just Giving 
website and search for 
ZamScotEd SCIO.

Lochgilphead and 
Tighnabruaich are charging 
up for new electric vehicle 
(EV) topping-up stations.

Argyll and Bute is seeking 
funding to encourage and sup-
port wider use of electric cars.

� e council’s environment, 
development and infrastruc-
ture committee will be devel-
oping its network of electric 
vehicle charging points with 
a view to tackling climate 
change as well.

Another four EV charging 
schemes are currently being 
progressed for Tighnabruaich 
car park, Lochgilphead, Tiree 
and Coll.

� e council hopes to get 
government funding and 

introduce fees for the electric-
ity used to make sure that the 
programme is sustainable.

Over the past four years, the 
council has secured £700,000 
of Scottish Government fund-
ing to install 24 electric vehicle 
charging points across the 
area including Lochgilphead, 
Oban, Campbeltown, Islay, 
Mull and Coll.

Until now the cost of elec-
tricity has been absorbed by 
the council, but that is likely 
to change, and the authority 
is developing a policy for re-
covering costs for powering up 
private vehicles, which, it says, 
will bring Argyll and Bute in 
line with many other Scottish 
local authorities.

Councillor Rory Colville, 
policy lead for roads and 
infrastructure services, said: 
‘Delivering an EV charging 
network for Argyll and Bute 
isn’t without challenges. 

‘But this is something that is 
vital for our environment as 
well as for our economy.

‘Greener, more cost e�  cient 
fuel has the potential to 
o� er huge bene� ts to our 
businesses.

‘Now private and public 
sectors need to work together 
to create infrastructure to sup-
port our economy and build 
on our success in securing 
funding to date. 

‘We need to make this sus-
tainable for the long term.’

Wonderful day as fi rst pupils 
graduate at St Columba’s 

The � rst pupils to graduate from St Columba’s Community Secondary School, with head 
teacher Sr Veronica Nyoni and sta� . 

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Pupils pictured in a St Columba’s classroom in 2019. 

Council charges up for more electric cars

Friday 11th—Sunday 13th December 

A Christmas Carol (PG) 
Saturday 4.30pm 
Sunday 4.30pm 

Dreamland (15) 
Friday 6.00pm 

Saturday 5.00pm 
Sunday 5.00pm 

Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (15) 
Friday 5.30pm 

Saturday 2.45pm 
Sunday 2.45pm 

Space Dogs: Return to Earth (U) 
Saturday 2.30pm 
Sunday 2.30pm 

www.campbeltownpicturehouse.co.uk 
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With latest research showing 
a rise in the number of carers 
and an increase in the needs 
of those they look a� er, the 
requirement for help has rarely 
been more acute.

As it praised the role of car-
ers’ support services across the 
region, Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) announced a planned 
consultation with unpaid car-
ers on short breaks or respite 
options.

A spokesperson for the HSCP 
said: ‘Carer services across 
Argyll and Bute have carried 
out an amazing role during 
the pandemic and quickly mo-
bilised to provide services in 
di� erent and innovative ways 
so they could continue their 
lifeline work for carers and 
provide respite and support.’

In the summer, unpaid carer 
services worked with Linda 
Currie, the HSCP’s lead for 
allied health professionals, 

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

� e future of three Argyll 
and Bute primary schools is 
to come under scrutiny at 
a forthcoming meeting of 
councillors.

An extension until May 
2021 to the consultation 
period on whether to close 
Skipness Primary School has 
been recommended due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. Council 
o�  cers have also recom-
mended the mothballing of 
Minard and Luing Primary 
Schools, neither of which has 
any pupils this year. 

Minard has not had any 
pupils since October 2018.

Reports concerning all three 
schools were considered by 

the council’s community ser-
vices committee on Tuesday 
December 8.

Skipness primary’s future 
� rst came under the micro-
scope in September 2019 
when the committee agreed 
to undertake a consultation 
and options appraisal. Six 
months later it was agreed a 

dra�  proposal should go out 
to consultation on the school’s 
closure from October 28 2020.

Tarbert Primary School’s 
catchment area would be 
extended to include that of 
Skipness Primary School.

A public meeting on the 
subject was also scheduled 
for May, but the pandemic 

prevented the consultation 
process progressing.

Members at Tuesday’s 
meeting were asked to agree a 
new consultation period from 
December 18 to May 31.

Meanwhile, it was recom-
mended that Minard Primary 
School continues to be 
mothballed until at least May 

2021 and a pre-consultation 
meeting be held when public 
health restrictions on meet-
ings allowed. 

� e council’s education 
services department will work 
out all options available and 
present � ndings to the com-
mittee at a meeting during 
that month.

Help at hand as caring needs 
grow during Covid pandemic

Dochas chairwoman Catherine Paterson - ‘I send the love of our sta�  and board members to 
all unpaid carers’. 51_a50Dochas_CatherinePaterson The Dochas Centre in Lochgilphead is there to help. 
51_a50Dochas_Centre

Future of three Argyll schools hangs in balance

on an informal consultation 
where they checked in with 
carers on how they were coping 
during lockdown and how they 
wanted to engage with services 
again in the long term.

Most were keen to revert 
back to face-to-face support 
when things were safer to do 
so and this feedback re� ected 
a recent report from Carers 
Scotland, Behind Closed 
Doors, which highlighted 
that four in � ve unpaid carers 
were providing more care than 
before lockdown.

More than three quarters of 
carers reported the needs of 
the person they care for have 
increased recently; 64 per cent 
of carers had not been able to 
take any breaks in the last six 
months; 58 per cent of carers 
had seen their own physical 
health impacted by caring 
through the pandemic; while 
64 per cent of them said their 
mental health had worsened.

In Mid Argyll, sta�  at 
Lochgilphead’s Dochas Carers 
Centre have adapted during 

the pandemic to continue to 
provide support and comfort.

Dochas co-founder and 
chairwoman Catherine 
Paterson said: ‘It is the greatest 
calling to meet the needs of 
people when we can. I know 
we are all keen to re-open to 
welcome our extended family 
of unpaid carers back to the 
fold once it is safe to do so. 
Plans for fun events have been 

restricted, thus we miss out on 
time spent with loved ones.

‘Humans need both personal 
and physical contact with one 
another and whilst we have 
continued the personal contact 
by phone and odd meetings 
with our unpaid carers in their 
gardens, we have all missed 
out on physical contact and so 
o� en a touch of a hand on our 
shoulder can bring more com-

fort than words. I remember 
one man, on BBC Scotland’s 
Re� ections from the Quay, 
saying his arms were aching to 
hug his friends and extended 
family members and I felt that 
described how I, and I’m sure 
many others, feel too.

‘In the absence of that, I do 
send the love of our sta�  and 
board members to all unpaid 
carers, even if you don’t know 

you’re a carer but ‘just’ a mum 
or a son, a grandad or an aunt, 
and our very best wishes for 
a merry Christmas and a 
happy and healthy New Year 
to everyone in this wonderful 
community who rose to meet 
the needs of neighbours and 
friends.’

Argyll and Bute HSCP urges 
carers who need guidance and 
support to contact their near-
est carer services, social work 
team or speak to their GP, who 
can point them towards help 
available.

Further information about 
the HSCP consultation on res-
pite will be available shortly.

� e Dochas Carers Centre 
in Lochgilphead is on 01546 
600022; Mid Argyll Youth 
Development Service’s num-
ber is 01546 603231; North 
Argyll Carer Centre is on 
01631 564422; North Argyll 
Crossroads on 01631 562168; 
Crossroads Cowal and Bute’s 
number is 01369 707700 
(adults) 01369 704492 (young 
carers).
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Dereliction of duty over A83
Sir,
� e SNP government’s lack of action in deliv-
ering a permanent solution to the problems 
besetting the A83 is inexcusable.

� e SNP has been in power for more than 13 
years but has done next to nothing to deliver 
a permanent solution to the chronic problems 
with the A83 which are strangling the economy 
of much of Argyll and Bute.

It is truly shocking to learn from the Fraser of 
Allander Institute that the SNP government is 
hoarding as much as £1 billion of funding from 
the UK Government, some of which could, of 
course, be spent on sorting out this problem. 

� ere are plainly the � nancial resources to 
deal with this.

It is an inexcusable dereliction of duty on 
their part and will not be forgiven or forgotten 
by people whose jobs and livelihoods are being 
threatened by this ongoing crisis.

Donald Cameron MSP, Highlands and 
Islands Region

Sprinklers ‘will save lives’ 
thanks to new regulations
Sir,
I am delighted that the Scottish Government 
is taking forward my campaign for greater � re 
safety precautions in social housing.

Guidance is now going out to the building 
industry, ahead of installing � re sprinklers in 
all new social housing with new regulations 
coming into e� ect next year.

� e sprinklers will be a requirement in new 
� ats, maisonettes and larger multi-occupancy 
dwellings, including where care is provided.

Fire sprinklers have   proved time and time 
again to be e� ective in the � ght against � re and 
I know that this move will save lives.

� ere has always been strong backing for these 
plans from the public, the industry and other 
MSPs, especially in the light of the Grenfell 
Tower disaster.

I would still like retro-� tting sprinklers in 
older properties to be considered and, although 
that is my longer term hope, I understand the 
problems this would pose.

I am delighted this is coming in before I retire 
as an MSP at next year’s election – what better 
than a life-saving ‘present’ at Christmas?

David Stewart MSP, Highlands and Islands 
Region

Second to none at Ardfenaig
Sir,
Can I please, through the columns of the 
Argyllshire Advertiser, say a very big thank you 
to all the wonderful sta�  and their manager Nan 
Anderson at the council’s Ardfenaig care home 
in Ardrishaig.

� ese people have, since the lockdown and 
well before that, given those in their care love 
and a� ection that is second to none.

On a daily basis they put themselves in harm's 
way, to the bene� t of not only the residents but 
also the relatives of the residents, and may I 
personally say they do it in a professional and 
loving way.

On behalf of those in your care, especially 
those who cannot say it for themselves, ‘� ank 
you and a very merry Christmas to you all’.

Leonard McNeill, Minard

Remembering those missing
Sir,
� e much-loved Erskine Tree of Honour was 
dedicated and lit in � ne style last week.

Every year the Tree of Honour dedications 
lead us into the festive season.

� is year, in spite of the pandemic, we embrace 
the opportunity to remember those who will be 
missing from our lives this Christmas. 

� ough 2020 has been a challenging year, 
we at Erskine have been overwhelmed by the 
generosity, thoughtfulness and kindness from 
our supporters and the community.

We would like thank each and every one, with 

The Christmas tree at Erskine Home, 
donated by Atalian Servest

Get on board
With seemingly more and more pressure 
on working families, particularly in the 
wake of the coronavirus pandemic, it 
would be a tragedy if a vital childcare 
service was lost.

We would encourage anyone who 
can contribute the time and (ideally) 
skills necessary to guide Fyne Families’ 
services to contact them and help keep the 
a� er-school club, and more besides, up 
and running. � is is important not just 
for the families directly a� ected, but for 
employers and the wider economy.

Tree-mendous
Remember last year’s Christmas tree saga 
in Tarbert? We won’t rake over the coals, 
but what a fantastic idea the community 
has come up with this year.

� e choice of � shing equipment could 
not be more appropriate for Tarbert, 
and what a great job the volunteers did 
of building the creels and setting up the 
lighting.

Congratulations to all involved, and who 
knows, it might inspire other communities 
to do something with local meaning for 
future years – a new Christmas tradition?

And to the volunteers and businesses 
who devoted time to organising trees and 
festive lights up and down the region, 
well done and we hope your e� orts are 
recognised.
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special thanks to Central Car Auctions for its 
continued support of our veterans and also to 
Atalian Servest which once again generously 
donated a magni� cent Christmas tree, now 
standing proudly at the entrance to � e Erskine 
Home.

Ian Cumming MBE, Erskine chief executive

A stronger voice for people 
within their communities
Sir,
I congratulate the Scottish Government on 
its recent commitment to a bill that will give 
the role of local government legal status in 
Scotland.

� e European Charter of Local Self-
Government (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill 
has been proposed and fought for by Andy 
Wightman of the Green Party. 

It aims to incorporate the European Charter 
of Local Self-Government into Scots law, 
setting out certain rights for councils and 
protecting them from centralisation.

It’s been strongly supported by local gov-
ernment body COSLA, whose president, 
Councillor Alison Evison said: ‘� is is a good 
day for democracy in Scotland. 

‘It is a good day for our communities.’ It’s 
also a good day for our hard-pressed local 
government.

Here in Argyll and Bute, I think we recog-
nise the absolute necessity of so many of the 
services provided by local government for our 
day-to-day wellbeing.

We also recognise the increasingly challeng-
ing responsibility involved in the delivery of 
those services, not least in the face of Covid-19 
and the climate emergency, which both have 
tested us all this year.

Two wonderful wintry snapshots from our readers 
this week. 
Cold but beautiful up on the Rest And Be Thankful 
after a fall of snow says Cheryl Ratcli� e-Nye, who 
pulled-up safely to take this photo.
From the roadside to sea and the distant snow-

capped hills, Liz McLean sent us a photo of a view 
from Ardrishaig.

Send your favourite photos for publication, with 
where and when taken, to editor@argyllshiread-
vertiser.co.uk

Our comings and goings have been adversely a� ected 
by both these ‘events’, as our social relations are con-
strained by the � rst, and our movements, our access 
and connectivity by the unprecedented scale of the A83 
Rest and be � ankful landslides.

Andy Wightman’s Bill, if enacted, will give people a 
stronger voice in the conduct of their   a� airs, and we 
will increasingly need that stronger voice to advocate 
for our present and our future in Argyll and Bute.

Mary MacCallum Sullivan, Ardrishaig

Winter wonderlands come into view

Local accountant
Brona, new Partner
in Borders firm
Tax expert Brona MacDougall, has just been appointed
as a Partner in one of the largest accountancy �rms in
the South of Scotland. 

Brona, who previously worked in Oban as a chartered
accountant, joined Hawick based accountancy �rm JRW two
years ago. The company, which has o�ces throughout the
Scottish Borders as well as one in Edinburgh, has a diverse
range of clients all over the country.

The former doctor will continue to be based from her home
on the family farm on the Isle of Lismore. As well as being an
expert in agricultural �nance and taxation, Brona is also a
Trust and Estate Practitioner and has undertaken numerous
succession plans, tax work on complex agricultural tenancy
transactions and inheritance tax mitigation plans for large
landed estates. Testament to this expertise, Brona has
recently taken over authorship of the prestigious Bloomsbury
Professional publication ‘Inheritance Tax in Scotland’.

With a considerable amount of experience in dealing with
international tax matters and the tax a�airs of seafarer’s, Brona
has been successful in some complex o�shore disclosures and
regularly deals with non domicile and residence issues.

JRW Partner Brona MacDougall said:
“After only two years, I am delighted to have become a Partner
with JRW and to have the opportunity to grow the �rm’s presence
here in the Highlands and Islands.
Living on the family farm with my husband and two little boys,
means that I bring a considerable amount of valuable experience
to my farming clients. I enjoy being able to take a holistic approach
to my work, as my Trust and Estates quali�cation gives me a good
understanding of the legal aspects of will writing and succession
planning.
Naturally, many people are curious about my previous role as a
doctor and as irrelevant as it may at �rst seem, I believe that my
experience in medicine brings with it many bene�ts. A good
bedside manner in tax matters if that makes sense.
Whether that’s advising a farmer, landowner or seafarer; or indeed
any private individual or business owner, the favourite part of
my job is working with people, understanding their individual
situations and being able to forge relationships with them.
I care about my clients and I look forward to growing business
together for many years to come.”  

Growing business together

We’ll do the
counting

BIGGAR             T 01899 220513

EDINBURGH       T 0131 322 1860

GALASHIELS      T 01896 753374

HAWICK            T 01450 372267

LANGHOLM       T 013873 80730

PEEBLES             T 01721 720947

Accountancy services
Audit
Taxation specialists
Compliance
Business start ups 
Payroll
Business planning  

E BMacDougall@jrwca.com
www.jrwca.comA
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Chartered Accountants



�e Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 11 December 202010 NEWS

�e board and management 
of Mid Argyll Community 
Enterprises Ltd (MACEL) are 
delighted to report two more 
generous grants towards the 
Mid Argyll Community Pool 
redevelopment project.

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) will provide 
£120,000 towards the main 
capital works, to include 
funding for a capital project 
manager, and EB Scotland has 
granted £20,000 towards the 
installation of a so� play area.

�e HIE grant means  
MACPool is now close to 
amassing funding for the total 
of the main capital works and 
the board is hopeful a further 
grant early in the new year 
can be announced, which 
will complete the capital 
requirement.

An invitation to tender has 
been placed on the Public 
Contracts Scotland website 
and tenders are expected by 

Welcome £140,000 boost 
for pool redevelopment

Far left: Kim Ritchie, 
chairwoman of MACEL, 
views the redevelopment 
plans – 08_a18KimRitchie01 – which 
will see the MACPool 
become a community health 
and wellbeing hub, left. 

December 16. �is will enable 
the project team to review the 
tenders over the Christmas 
period, with a view to appoint-
ing a contractor by the end 
of January and starting work 
on site by the end of the �rst 
quarter of 2021.

�e redevelopment plans 
will incorporate an upgraded 
changing area for a wide 
range of users and will see the 

building adjoining MACPool 
converted into a welcoming 
and fully accessible commu-
nity café with a so� play area  
for younger children and 
multi-purpose activity spaces.

Soft play
�e grant from EB Scotland 

means that, together with 
£10,000 already donated from 
the Co-op Community Fund, 
90 per cent of the money need-

ed for the so� play area has 
been raised. Claire McMurchy, 
head of strengthening com-
munities at HIE, said: ‘HIE is 
pleased to provide support to 
MACPool towards the redevel-
opment of the community-run 
asset. 

‘A fully accessible, welcom-
ing and inclusive health and 
wellbeing community hub will 
enhance current facilities and 

enable wider engagement with 
more people across Mid Argyll 
as well as adding to visitor 
options in Mid Argyll.’

‘We are so grateful to HIE 
and EB Scotland for their 
generosity and the trust they 
have placed in us to execute 
this exciting project,’ said Kim 
Ritchie, chairwoman of the 
MACEL board. 

‘Being so close to having all 

the money we need to start 
construction really takes our 
vision of a MACPool commu-
nity health and wellbeing hub a 
huge step nearer to realisation. 

‘We still need to raise money 
for works and �t-out, outside 
the main contract though, and 
our community fundraising 
programme will aim to �ll 
some of that gap. We will be 
launching it soon.’
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Street lighting repairs are 
gradually returning to normal 
in Argyll and Bute, an o�cer 
has insisted, a�er a councillor 
complained the Covid pan-
demic was becoming a ‘go-to 
answer’.

Kintyre and the Islands 
Councillor Alastair Redman 
made the claim a�er a report 
revealed less than one in three 
street lighting repair jobs were 
completed within 10 days 
during the months from July 
to September.

But Jim Smith, the au-
thority’s head of roads and 
amenity services, said supplies 
for street lighting repairs were 
being restored.

�e discussion took place 
at a meeting of the council’s 
environment, development 
and infrastructure committee 
on �ursday December 3.

According to the report, only 
29 per cent of street lighting 
faults were �xed during those 

three summer months – 
against a target of 75 per cent.

Councillor Redman told the 
meeting: ‘Our roads depart-
ment was already between a 
rock and a hard place before 
Covid. We were short on 
resources and there were many 
things to �x.

‘I don’t mean to pile on at 
the time of a pandemic, but it 
does concern me the length of 
time it is taking to �x street 
lighting. 

‘Very o�en the answer from 
the roads department is that 
due to Covid or sta�ng, we 
won’t be able to have anybody 
look at the light for the next 
month.

‘I am a little concerned that 
Covid is a go-to answer now 
for everything.

‘Perhaps that is unfair, but I 
have concerns if street lighting 
is not going to be looked at 
quicker.’

Mr Smith responded: ‘I 

can give assurance that we 
are not using Covid as an 
excuse. �ere are glitches out 
there and through the winter 
months street lighting repairs 
are more numerous than dur-
ing the summer.’

Provost David Kinniburgh 
then asked: ‘I know there are 
issues at the moment for street 
lights. Nothing is replaced 
because they are sourced from 
England and because of Covid 
they were on furlough.

‘Do we have any update on 
when the supplier might be 
opening up again?’ Mr Smith 
answered: ‘�ere are supply 
challenges in numerous areas, 
but the demand remains the 
same, not just in the UK but 
across Europe as well.

‘�e general position is that 
things are starting to trickle 
through and we are now 
receiving equipment that was 
not available before.

‘We have some lights to 

install in the Oban area which 
should have been with us a 
while ago. We have also had 
supply issues on things like 
parking meters.

‘So the short answer is that 
there remain some delays and 
we are not in the position 
we were in pre-March to get 
things o� the shelf, but it is 
beginning to improve.’

Commentary in the report 
said: ‘Due to the team being 
signi�cantly reduced for a 
substantial period of time, 
the lighting team have been 
prioritising lighting repairs.

‘Actions are being taken to 
progress solutions to ensure 
the street lighting team have 
the resources necessary to 
carry out repairs. �e service 
plan on bringing in third party 
contractors to address the 
outages and communication 
is ongoing to address the more 
complex issues in order to get 
these resolved.’

Streetlight repairs are 
getting back on track

Councillor Alastair Redman 
is ‘concerned’ about the time 
taken to �x street lighting.

With the festive season 
approaching, HM Revenue 
and Customs (HMRC) is 
calling on people not to miss 
the January 31 deadline.

The 2019-20 tax return can 
be �nalised at any time up to 
then, but HMRC is encour-
aging people to complete it 
early to allow for more time 
to pay their tax bill or set up a 
payment plan.

HMRC’s Interim Director 
General of Customer Services 
Karl Khan, said: ‘We know 
many people are a�ected 
by the pandemic this year 
and we’re here to help if they 
need to spread the cost of 
their tax bill. It’s quick and 
easy to set up a payment plan 
online.’ For more information, 
visit the www.gov.uk/hmrc 
website.

Don’t leave 
tax too late 
asks HMRC

GETINTOUCH
email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345

#WeAreScotland gov.scot/coronavirus

Book a test if you have symptoms.

Stopping the spread starts with all of us.
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A�er the doom and gloom of 
2020 – what with coronavirus 
and isolation from friends 
and family, not to mention the 
joys of Brexit to look forward 
to – one Mid Argyll hotel with 
a burgeoning reputation has 
come up with an idea to �nish 
your year in style.

Why not make your 
Christmas a relaxing one with 
a delicious, chef-cooked meal 
at home thanks to the Grey 
Gull Hotel in Ardrishaig?

Sit back and relax on 
Christmas Day and enjoy your 
dinner – cooked and prepared 
for you by the Grey Gull’s 
French master chef, Stefano.

All you need do is   collect it 
in its box, all ready for you to 
heat in the oven or microwave 
at home, and all the hassle 
of preparing and cooking is 
taken away!

You can choose from a 
mouth-watering menu created 
from fresh ingredients by 

Stefano. �ere is a hearty bouil-
labaisse soup or homemade 
duck and dried fruit parfait, 
followed by either traditional 
roast turkey and all the trim-
mings or a duo of salmon and 
cod.  Or perhaps you would 
prefer the wild mushroom, 
cranberry, spinach and brie 

wellington. For dessert, choose 
between rich and �avoursome 
Christmas pudding or an in-
triguing-sounding homemade 
‘trilogie of desserts’. 

And a Christmas dinner 
is never complete without a 
freshly-brewed cup of tea or 
co�ee, served with homemade 

chocolate and Cointreau 
tru�es. All of this delicious 
festive fare comes at the fan-
tastic value price of £37.95 per 
adult or £16 for children, with 
the choice of main menu or 
children’s menu.

If you are in an elderly hous-
ing complex, order together 
and the hotel can arrange de-
livery for a special 10 per cent 
discount and free delivery.

�e Grey Gull will be open 
from 10am on Christmas Day 
to pick up your pre-ordered 
meals. To place your order, call 
the Grey Gull on 01546 606017. 
Just select a time slot, make 
your menu choices and pay 
for your meal – it is as simple 
as that.

�e Grey Gull has also erect-
ed a popular lit and heated 
marquee where locals can eat 
and drink outside, Monday 
to Sunday until 10pm, or cus-
tomers can eat inside if having 
food until 8pm.

A Mid Argyll care home 
is among three facilities 
in Argyll and Bute to be 
selected as an ‘early adopter’ 
of Covid-19 testing for 
visitors and sta� visiting 
care homes.

In a statement this week, 
Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) said it was ‘delight-
ed to be working with the 
Scottish Government as 
an early adopter area for 
the introduction of lateral 
�ow testing for visitors and 
health and social care sta� 
visiting care homes’.

�e three care homes 
chosen are Ardfenaig 
Residential Home in 
Ardrishaig, �omson Court 
on the Isle of Bute, and 
Helensburgh's Northwood 
House – with each expected 
to be testing visitors from 
this week. 

Lateral �ow testing is a 
quick and easy test that 
can be used to check if an 

individual is infectious with 
Covid-19, even if they are 
not displaying symptoms. 
�e sample does not need 
to go to a laboratory to be 
analysed and a result is 
usually available within 30 
minutes.

�e test, which will not be 
mandatory, will be carried 
out by trained care sta� 
when visitors arrive and 
will greatly help with the 
safety of residents and sta� 
within the facility. Anyone 
who tests positive will not 
be admitted for a visit and 
will be advised to self isolate 
and book a Covid test.

It is important that 
visitors follow the relevant 
Scottish Government 
guidance for visiting and 
that they wear the appropri-
ate PPE.

It is also planned that, 
from Monday December 
14, all Argyll and Bute care 
homes will be providing 
lateral �ow tests for visitors.

Ardrishaig care home 
selected as ‘early adopter’ 
for Covid visitor testing

Advertorial

Let the Grey Gull take 
the strain this Christmas

Ardrishaig’s Grey Gull Hotel is o�ering to take the strain out 
of Christmas with a delicious chef-prepared meal to enjoy. 

So that was 2020...
Interviews with top authors, actors & singers... 

James Cosmo talks fi shing & Father Christmas... 
Stuart Hogg on horse riding... Father of fantasy 
fi ction.. Wonderful world of owls... SF Quiz of 
the Year... Recipes from The Seafood Shack...

January issue

Exclusive 
So that was 
2020 feature
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School meals’ income in 
Argyll and Bute’s secondary 
schools has fallen by more 
than   a quarter on average 
since pupils returned to the 
classroom in August, a report 
has revealed.

Uptake in primary schools 
has also reduced by 13 per 
cent – and a further down-
turn is forecast as a result of 
new legislation on healthy 
eating which is set to be 
introduced in April.

� e Scottish Government 
is to roll out new regulations 
in April which will increase 
pupils’ access to fruit and 
vegetables, reduce sugar 
levels, and set a maximum 
level of red and red processed 
meat.

� ey will also change the 

way in which school food and 
drink is provided. Argyll and 
Bute Council has pledged to 
work to ensure that schools 
are ready for the changes, 
which are due to take place on 
� ursday April 8 next year.

� e report was due to be 
discussed by the authority’s 
community services commit-
tee at its meeting via Skype on 
Tuesday December 8.

Council executive director 
Douglas Hendry said: ‘As 
schools returned in August 
2020, the focus has been on 
a safe return to schools for 

all pupils and sta�  following 
closure during the pandemic, 
and there has not been any 
opportunity to restart the 
planned work to mitigate the 
impact of this change.

‘Schools and catering teams 
are doing their best to deliver 
a revised service, and it will 
be challenging to carry out 
any face-to-face sessions with 
pupils while physical distanc-
ing restrictions remain, travel 
is discouraged and visitors to 
schools are minimised.

‘Since the reopening of 
schools post-pandemic, 
school meals uptake in pri-
mary schools has declined by 
an average of 13 per cent, and 
in Secondary schools, income 
has declined by an average of 
27 per cent.

‘� is has been the case in 
schools across Scotland as 
social distancing in schools 
has changed how the catering 

service operates, parental 
con� dence has dropped and 
managing school lunch ser-
vice has been challenging for 
many schools.

‘Early evidence shows that 
the implementation of the 
food and drinks changes 
is likely to cause a further 
decline in uptake of around 
10 per cent, and an estimated 
loss of income in the region of 
£65,000.’

Mr Hendry then reported 
that two catering vans had 
been purchased to be located 

in the grounds of two second-
ary schools, which are not 
identi� ed in the report.

Food and drink served in 
these vans will comply to the 
new standards.

Mr Hendry concluded in 
the report: ‘O�  cers will be 
working with colleagues from 
across the council, with other 
local authorities and with 
suppliers to manage these is-
sues as e� ectively as possible.

‘[It will also work] to develop 
the best ways in which to 
mitigate the impact, while 
continuing to promote pos-
itive messages around food 
and drink and encouraging 
school meals uptake to as 
many pupils as possible.

‘While this work has been 
adversely a� ected by the coro-
navirus pandemic, the imple-
mentation will still take place 
on April 8, 2021, and o�  cers 
will ensure that schools are as 

prepared for these changes as 
possible.’

� e report also states that a 
decision remains to be taken 
on the provision of so�  drinks 
in secondary schools.

It is recommended that 
the council decides to sell 
� avoured or carbonated water 
but not branded sugar free 
drinks.

However, Mr Hendry said 
this could change in the sum-
mer, and pupil feedback will 
be gathered on all options.

Unappetising fall reported in 
Argyll school meals’ income 

‘Schools and catering 
teams are doing 
their best to deliver a 
revised service...’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Argyll and Bute stays in 
Scotland’s top � ve fastest im-
proving local authorities when 
it comes to road conditions.

Ongoing investment in the 
region's roads are continuing 
to get better with the council 
approving a £6.2m investment 
programme for road repairs.

� e council’s Environment, 
Development and 
Infrastructure Committee en-
dorsed the annual status and 
options report last week that 
summarised the authority’s 
road assets as at April 2020 
and set out future investment 
options to be considered.

Investment in Argyll and 
Bute’s roads increased to 
around £1.7m following a 
successful bid to the Scottish 
Timber Transport Scheme 
(STTS) of £1.227m.

� is year’s capital road works 
programme was delayed by 
three months by COVID-19 
and so the 2020-21 road 
reconstruction budget prior-

itises work supported by the 
Scottish Timber Transport 
Scheme. Surface Dressing 
Works were also delayed until 
2021-22 because colder, wetter 
weather prevents the surface 

dressing materials from being 
as e� ective.

Road surfaces in poorer con-
dition will be treated to protect 
from further damage over the 
winter, said the report, with 

residents and businesses bene-
� tting from STTS works being 
carried out. Roads improved 
through the joint funding 
between the council and 
STTF will be in the following 

locations:
� e A816 at Lochgilphead, 

Loch Awe haulage routes – 
B840, C30 and C29; Kintyre 
B842 are on the list.

Councillor Rory Colville, 

policy lead for roads and 
infrastructure services, said: 
‘Maintaining our roads is 
challenging, but vital for busi-
nesses and our communities. 

‘Nearly one third of our 
network is made up of unclas-
si� ed roads, over 80 per cent of 
the network is in rural areas 
and 23 per cent are over peat, 
which costs more for construc-
tion and maintenance.

‘We continue to invest as 
much as we can to maintain 
our roads and to lever in addi-
tional money where possible. 

‘� e fact is, it takes £8m 
investment each year to keep 
our roads in their current 
condition. We do all we can to 
invest wisely, and where it will 
make the biggest di� erence.

‘Making other savings – for 
example moving to LED street 
lighting has reduced use of 
electricity by 50 per cent – 
helps us reinvest in other 
assets and supports our e� orts 
to reduce carbon emissions.’

Timber transport funding 
boosts roads investment

Council roads spending has bene� tted from the Scottish Timber Transport 
Scheme. 51_a50TimberTransport01

Councillor Rory Colville, Policy Lead for 
Roads and Infrastructure Services. 
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by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

� e biggest names in 
Scotland’s traditional music 
scene have come together 
to raise funds for the Eilidh 
Macleod Memorial Trust.

Eilidh, who came from 
Barra, tragically lost her life 
in the Manchester Arena 
bombing in May 2017 
and the musicians have 
produced the Trad Music 
Lockdown Cookbook, a 
collection of their favourite 
recipes.

Eilidh was just 14 years old 
when she lost her life in the 
Manchester bombing. She 
was a huge music fan and a 
piper in Sgoil Lionacleit Pipe 
Band.

� e trust continues 
her musical journey by 
supporting music education 
for children and young 
people.

Artists contributing to the 
lockdown cookbook include 
Skerryvore, Tide Lines, � e 
Vatersay Boys and multi 
award-winning Scottish 
supergroup Mànran.

With recipes from dozens 

of world class performers, 
covering ‘the pre-show’, 
‘the support act’, ‘the 
headliner’, ‘the encore’ and 
‘the a� er party’, readers are 
guaranteed a � ne dining 
experience and plenty of 
craic.

� e cookbook is available 
through the Trad Music 
Lockdown Cookbook 
Facebook page or by 
emailing donniemaroot@
hotmail.co.uk

Organiser of the cookbook 
Donald Macleod said: ‘� is 
year has proved incredibly 
challenging for musicians 
and for charities and I am 
so grateful that they have 
come together for this cause, 
which hopefully hits the 
right note.

‘Eilidh was an incredibly 
talented individual and I 
would urge everyone who 
is able to dig deep to raise 
funds for the trust estab-
lished in her name, which 
supports music education 
for children and young 
people.’

If there is one thing that 
Tarbert is famous for other 
than � shing,   its medieval 
royal castle, Magnus Barefoot 
and festivals, it is the village's 
community spirit.

� at sense of togetherness 
came to the fore almost nine 
years ago a� er Tarbert Parish 
Church roof was badly dam-
aged in a winter storm.

Such was the extent of the 
January storm's destruction 
that the future of the B-listed 
building, which dates from 
1775, hung in the balance with 
repairs estimated at £500,000. 
Water coming through the 
ceiling caused major damage 
to the interior - the oak chan-
cel, carpets, paintwork and the 
church organ were all badly 
a� ected.

� anks to the quick thinking 
of the minister, Reverend 

Tommy Bryson, Heritage 
Lottery Fund and Historic 
Scotland and other grants were 
applied for. But an important 
role was played by community 
fundraising initiatives.

Refurbishment work was 
completed in 2014, including 
re-slating the enormous roof 
and installing a heat pump 
which takes warmth from the 

surrounding air to make the 
church warm and comfortable 
inside.

But planned improvements 
are not yet � nished, and yet 
more funds are needed to help 
provide disabled access into 
the church. So, that famous 
Tarbert generosity is being 
called upon once again. Back 
in 2012, a ‘slate book’ was set 

up, allowing people to have 
their name commemorated as 
they donated to the roof fund.

Now, the disabled access 
appeal needs villagers' help 
to complete the fundraising 
e� ort, so a ‘brick book’ is now 
available for a similar purpose.

Donating £5 a brick will see 
a name go into the book, to 
be displayed in the church 
heritage area.

Lisa MacFarlane of Tarbert 
Parish Church explained: ‘� is 
is for funds for the disabled 
access and toilet facility, which 
we want for the church and 
hall, and the money will help 
put in proper disabled car 
parking access and decorate 
the extension/hall, so � nancial 
help would be very much 
appreciated.’

� e brick book for donations 
can be found in the thri�  shop 
in Tarbert or alternatively 
contact Lisa MacFarlane on 
07900 174977.

Book a brick for church 
disabled access plan

Tarbert’s imposing 18th century church. 06_a06TarbertParishChurch01

Trad stars get cooking 
in Eilidh’s memory
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Families across Argyll are be-
ing encouraged to get moving 
this Christmas by pledging to 
walk once a day.

Scotland’s walking charity 
Paths for All has highlighted 
the importance of a daily walk 
to keep up physical and mental 
wellbeing during the winter.

�e plea comes as the charity 
launches its Walk Once a Day 
campaign as well as a new 
online hub giving lots of ideas, 
activities and information 
designed to motivate everyone 
to get outdoors with nature 
spotting tips, podcast recom-
mendations, location advice, 
community and festive walks 
and creative walking.

�e winter initiative will also 
o�er incentives to those who 
take up the challenge to walk 
once a day through December 
and January.

Dr Gregor Smith, Scotland’s 
chief medical o�cer, said: 
‘Regular walking is a powerful 
tonic. 

‘It helps to boost our immune 
system and those of us able to 
should strive to get the bene�t 
this winter.

‘A 30-minute daily walk is 
one of the best ways to look af-
ter yourself and it’s something 
we can do from our own front 
door.

‘During periods of physical 
distancing, isolation and 
uncertainty, many have ex-
pressed increased feelings of 
anxiety, stress or worry. 

‘Daily outdoor exercise, 
while adhering to guidelines, 
is an important way to improve 
physical and mental wellbeing.

‘We would encourage those 
who are able to get outdoors 
this winter to do so, even if it is 
for a short walk to the shop or 
to school.’

Research shows that half a 
million older people regularly 
experience periods of isola-
tion, going at least �ve or six 
days a week without seeing or 
speaking to anyone.

Getting out for a daily 
walk allows interaction with 
neighbours, others in the com-
munity and can create a sense 
of connection and community 
belonging, even while social 
distancing.

Dr William Bird, founder of 
Intelligent Health and the Beat 
the Street game, said: ‘When 
I talk to patients on a day-to-

day basis, most of them ask for 
advice on how to avoid getting 
Covid-19 or how they can im-
prove their chances of �ghting 
it if they do catch it.

‘Walking is always one of the 
best things people can do for 
their health, however during 
these times of Covid-19, it’s 
more vital than ever. When 
you go for a brisk walk, this 

stimulates the creation of 
natural killer cells which are 
part of the immune system. 
�ey sit at the nasal cavity 
and are ready to mop up any 
virus including Covid-19 and 
kill it before it has a chance to 
replicate and get into the cells.

‘Not only that, walking in 
green space and nature has a 
positive impact on the brain 
and reduces stress and its neg-
ative impact on the immune 
system.’

UK-wide research by King’s 
College London during lock-
down revealed 49 per cent 
of people in the UK have felt 
more anxious or depressed 
than normal, with walking 
shown to be an e�ective meth-
od to prevent and manage 
mental health conditions. 
Surveys have shown Scots have 
increased their walking during 
this unprecedented time.

For more information, 
search pathsforall.org.uk/
walkonceaday

Walk this way every day for 
winter health and wellbeing

During these times of Covid-19, getting out to walk once a 
day is more vital than ever.

Have a go on an 
electric bike 
Ever fancied a shot on an 
electric bike?

Next Saturday, 
December 19, an Electric 
Bike Day will be held at 
the Ardrishaig Bothy at 
the pier head, aimed at 
anyone aged over 16.

The day will include 
an introduction to the 
basics of an E-Bike, a 
try-out on a bike and in-
formation about Energy 
Saving Trust loans aimed 
at growing E-Bike use. 
There will also be the 
opportunity to take part 
in an accompanied ride.

At the same time, a free 
Dr Bike workshop will 
be held on the café deck 
for bike owners who 
need advice or minor 
adjustments to their 
bikes.

Anyone interested 
should email Alec 
Ohnstad in advance at 
the Ardrishaig Bothy at 
alec.ohnstad@cyclinguk.
org.
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
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B C

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from  
John Smith, 

Campbeltown

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours  

from John Smith,  
Lochgilphead

John and Jane 
Smith, Tarbert

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

MESSAGE 20 words maximum

Your personal Christmas messages

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £20

CC/AA

We’re giving you an extra week !
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No. 793

FOUR PAGES OF CROSSWORDS, QUIZZES, SUDOKUS, KAKUROS – AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

Your weekly puzzle challenge

Each question has four possible answers and is worth from one to 15 points. Circle your 
chosen answers and keep a record of your points total. Maximum total points 120.

QUESTION 1 – for 1 point:
The navigation light on the port side of a ship 
is what colour?
A Blue
B White
C Red
D Green
QUESTION 2 – for 2 points:
The fictional schoolboy wizard Harry Potter 
uses which bank?
A Natwitch
B Masterspells
C Gringotts
D Hagrids
QUESTION 3 – for 3 points:
What are Pikachu, Turtwig and Bidoof?
A Elves in The Lord of the Rings
B Rabbits in Watership Down
C Nephews of Shrek
D Pokémon characters
QUESTION 4 – for 4 points:
Which of the following films is not part of the 
X-Men movie franchise?
A Deadpool
B The Dark Knight
C The Wolverine
D Dark Phoenix
QUESTION 5 – for 5 points:
From 2010 until 2016, comedian Sue Perkins 
co-hosted which popular cooking show?
A The Great British Bake Off
B Saturday Kitchen
C Great British Menu
D Ready Steady Cook
QUESTION 6 – for 6 points:
What do dragonflies eat?
A Mosquitos
B Pollen
C They do not eat after the nymph stage
D Fish eggs

QUESTION 7 – for 7 points:
Which musical instruction means to play 
fast?
A Adagio
B Allegro
C Largo
D Andante
QUESTION 8 – for 8 points:
The TV soap Emmerdale is set in which 
fictional community?
A Beckindale
B Scarsdale
C Ferndale
D Glovedale
QUESTION 9 – for 9 points:
Which group swept the board at the 1995 Brit 
Awards, winning best group, best single, best 
album and best video?
A Simply Red
B Oasis
C The Verve
D Blur

QUESTION 10 – for 10 points:
The world’s longest road tunnel is in which 
country?
A Switzerland
B South Island, New Zealand
C Norway
D Cape Town, South Africa
QUESTION 11 – for 11 points:
What, in Italy, is added to pasta to make it 
black?
A Truffle essence
B Squid ink
C Walnut juice
D Inkcap mushroom
QUESTION 12 – for 12 points:
The political parties FRELIMO and RENAMO 
fought a 16-year civil war in which country?
A Angola
B Namibia
C Somalia
D Mozambique
QUESTION 13 – for 13 points:
Which planet in our solar system spins the 
fastest?
A Jupiter
B Earth
C Venus
D Mercury
QUESTION 14 – for 14 points:
In which country is the temple of Angkor 
Wat?
A Vietnam
B Cambodia
C Burma
D Laos
QUESTION 15 – for 15 points:
What was the name of novelist John 
Steinbeck’s poodle and travelling 
companion?
A Oliver
B Benson
C Charley
D Henry

Comedian Sue Perkins. See Question 5

 2. Juddering (7)
 7. Masculine (4)
 8. Particle (4)
 9. Kenyan (7)
 10. Amount owed (4)
 12. Leaves (4)
 15. Creates (5)
 17. Panted (6)
 18. Rank (6)
 19. Commences (6)
 21. Band (6)
 22. Malice (5)
 23. Horse’s gait (4)
 26. Hardens (4)
 28. Organise (7)
 29. Part of foot (4)
 30. Close by (4)
 31. Draw out (7)
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Can you find the celebrity name hidden in this Starspot Crossword? 
Complete the crossword in the normal way then make a note of the 
letters contained in all the squares which are marked with shaded 
stars. These letters will make an anagram of the name you are 
looking for.

ACROSS DOWN

The Accumulator Quiz

8 4
8 3 4

6 9 5
1 2 9 5 8 7
5 6 7 1 9

3 4 5
7 9 8 1

3 5 1
4 7 3 2

There is just one simple rule in Sudoku. Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.

6 7
2 9 5

9 2 6
7 9

9 4 8 5
9 4
5 8

6 4 2 3
5 3 6 4

6 8 5 4
8 4 9 7 1

2
8

1 4
7 6 1 4
2 3

5 7 1 3
6 1 5
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 1. Feel concern (4)
 2. Chair (4)
 3. In another country (6)
 4. Units of length (6)
 5. Work party (4)
 6. Jest (4)
 10. Lay down (7)
 11. Bison (7)
 13. Draft (7)
 14. Female siblings (7)
 15. Encounters (5)
 16. Territory (5)
 20. Liveliness (6)
 21. Poetic unit (6)
 24. Smell (4)
 25. Narrative (4)
 26. Dispatched (4)
 27. Ensnare (4) These puzzle pages are supplied by © Sirius Media Services Ltd. To try our new puzzle, Zygolex, go to www.zygolex.com – available as a book or as an app.
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Jimmy & Jean Armour, 
17a John Street 

wish all their family, 
friends & neighbours 

a merry Christmas & a 
Happy New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Mary & Margaret 
Sinclair, Machrihanish

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Sheena & Alastair 
Ward, 4 Castlepark

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Angus & Anne, 

Rockfi eld

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives 
& friends from John 

& Fiona Mason, 
2 Castlepark

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Pearl & Dougie 

McEachran

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

from 
Jimmy Anderson, 

6 Flemings 
Land, Castlehill, 
Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

love from Isabel 
McConachie 
“Garavoirne”

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives 
& friends in Kintyre 

from Neil & 
Susan Smith

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all of our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Fiona & Frank 

Blake, Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Hughie & 
Bertha Newlands

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Flora Brock, 
Lochgilphead

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Rachel 
McMurchy

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Jan Robertson, 

Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

 to all my 
relatives, friends & 
neighbours from 
Hamish Jackson, 

Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from 
Betty MacCallum, 

Ralston Road

Season’s greetings

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Beth Campbell, 

Lorne Campbell 
Court

Wishing family, 
friends & neighbours

a merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Year 
love form Catherine 

Lang & family

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
best wishes Hamish 
Thomson & Cathie, 

Dahlrae

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Stewart 
McGougan

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to relatives, friends & 
neighbours with love 

to you all from 
Ella McKinven

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Lesley Mitchell, 

Campbeltown

We wish all our 
friends & neighbours

a merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year 

from John & 
Veronica Martin

Love & 
best wishes

to all my friends & 
family, God bless 
Agnes McAlister, 

Graeholme

Phyllis & Tommy 
Angus, Lochgilphead

would like to wish 
everyone a very Merry 
Christmas & a Happy 

New Year

SEASONS GREETINGS
to all my relatives, 

friends & neighbours 
from Doris Newlands, 

Campbeltown

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

to our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Hamish, 
Catherine, Lindsay 
& Alison Armour.

Marion & 
George Reid

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas & good 
New Year

Arthur & 
Marjorie

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

Jock MacVicar

wishes relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
a happy Christmas 
& a much happier 

New Year

Wishing 
everyone a happy 

Christmas & 
a healthy 2021 

Willie McKerral, 
Bleachfi eld

Lochgilphead 
Age Concern 

Committee

wish all our senior 
citizens a merry 

Christmas & a Happy 
New Year

Dave & Isobel 
Davis 

wish all their family 
& friends a Merry 

Christmas & a safer & 
better 2021

Neil & Jean 
McEachran, 

Campbeltown
would like to wish all 
relatives, friends & 
neighbours a merry 

Christmas

Alison & George, 
17 WITCHBURN 

ROAD

wish you all the very 
best for Christmas 

& New Year

18  PERSONAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGES

Your personal Christmas messages for 2020
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Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Esther Thomson, 
Campbeltown

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Colin Lang

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my family, 
friends & neighbours 
from Muriel Deans, 

30 Castleacres, 
Campbeltown

Alex and John 
Johnston, Stanley 
Place, Dell Road

would like to wish all 
our relatives, friends 
and neighbours a 

merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our family, friends 
and neighbours love 
Ishbel, Iona, Paul, 

Feuna, John &  
Peter-John

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all our friends & 
neighbours from  

Teena & Phil Moore

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Dorothy and 
Teddy Russell

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Margaret & John 

Park, Muasdale.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Margaret Deans.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from John MacVean, 
15 Lynn Court, Oban

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our friends and 
neighbours from Janet 
and Willie, MacIntyre

To all my family, 
relatives & friends

 a very merry 
Christmas and a 

Happy New Year from 
Agnes Graham

Trish Pearson 

wishing all my friends 
in South Kintyre a 

happy Christmas & 
hopefully we will have 

a better New Year. 
Take care, stay safe, 

Trish

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from John MacMillan 

M.B.E., Southend

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my family, friends 
& neighbours from 

Tommy Graham, No 4 
Glenbarr Cottages

Merry Christmas 

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
home & away love 

from Cathie Duncan & 
Alasdair, 8 Glenside

Jan & Brian 
Wilkinson, Taynuilt

wish all relatives & 
friends a peaceful 
Christmas & all the 

best for 2021

SEASONS GREETINGS
Anne, Sarena &  

Rhianna wish you  
peace & much to look 

forward to in 2021. 
Keep safe xxx

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all our family friends 
& neighbours from 

Margaret & Ali Jones, 
Springhill

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my family, friends 
& neighbours from 
Archie Greenless, 

4 Front Row, 
Drumlemble

SEASONS GREETINGS

wishing friends and 
neighbours a merry 

Christmas & a Happy 
New Year from  

Violet Grieg

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my family, 
friends & neighbours 
from Flora Gillespie, 

Dalaruan

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 
from Isobel MacKay

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all our colleagues, 
neighbours, friends  

& families from Alisdair, 
Lorraine, Rachael  

& Campbell

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Donald &  
Sadie Colville.

WARM CHRISTMAS 
GREETINGS

to all my family, friends 
& neighbours & may 
2021 be a good New 
Year to you all from 

Mary Lavery

Neil & Betty 
McLellan, 

Campbeltown

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

Janette Ramsay

would like to wish all 
her relatives, friends 

& neighbours a merry 
Christmas & a healthy 
New Year in Carradale 

and Campbeltown

Maisie Scott, 
Meadowpark

would like to wish 
all her friends & 

neighbours a merry 
Christmas

Moira & Willie 
Watson

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

John and 
Margaret 
Fletcher, 

Ardrishaig
would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 

& neighbours a  
merry Christmas

Alex & Margaret 
MacKinnon, 

Learigg

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

More Christmas 
messages will  
be published 
next week
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United Auctions, December 5, Dalmally: 
sold 467 Store cattle and 36 Breeding 
cattle. Bullocks sold to £1340 for two, 
661kg, CharX and one, 634kg, LimX from I 
R Morrison, 13 Eoligarry, Barra to average 
£690.09 (+£48.96) and Heifers sold to 
£1220 for three, 203kg, Bluegrey’s from 
J & J MacPherson, Balliemeanoch Farm, 
Dalmally to average £618.70 (+£20.74). 
Bullocks sold to 285.4p/kg for a pen of 
eight, 240kg, CharX from Laggan Farms, 
Killinochonoch Farm to average 232.63p/
kg (+9.98p) and heifers sold to 601p/
kg for three, 203kg, Bluegrey’s from J & 
J MacPherson, Balliemeanoch Farm to 
average 230.29p/kg (+14.13p). A good 
selection of quality bred cattle greeted 
a strong force of buyers and all classes 
sold at very favourable rates for sellers 
and in keeping with other principal 
mainland centres.  As this sale concludes 
all Dalmally & Oban sales for this year, 
United Auctions wish to thank everyone 
for their patronage during 2020 and we 
wish you all a prosperous 2021.
Leading Lots & Prices Per Head
Bullocks – AAx - £840(2), Steall; £810, 
Achnacreemore. BSHx - £1030, £890, 
£800, Ashgrove. BRBx - £1090, 13 
Eoligarry, Barra; £980(5), Lephinchapel. 
CHARx - £1340(2), £1090, 13 Eoligarry; 
£910, Musdale; £850, Fearnoch; £850(5), 
Kildavaig. LIMx - £1340, £1280, £1220(2), 
13 Eoligarry, Barra; £1100, £930, 10 

Eoligarry, Barra; £930, 16 Carnoch; 
£900(2), Craignafeoch. LUINGx - £705(4), 
Luss Estate. SIMx - £1300, 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra; £900, £810(3) Dalmore. WBSHx - 
£760(3), Balliemeanoch.
Heifers – AAx - £720, Glenfeochan Estate. 
BSHx - £970, £860, Ashgrove. BRBx 
- £900, Lephinchapel. BLG - £1220(3), 
£1190(2), £1000, Balliemeanoch 
Farm. CHARx - £780, Fearnoch Farm. 
LIMx - £890, 10 Eoligarry, Barra; £870, 
16 Carnoch; £860, £850, 10 Eoligarry; 
£850, Duncroisk. SIMx - £810, Frackersaig 
Farms. WBSHx - £1040(3), Ardchatten H F.
Breeding Cattle – Cow & 
Calf - £1050, Keppoch Farm. Incalf 
Heifers - £1650(LimX), £1550(SimX), 
£1500(SimX), Dall Farm; £1450(SimX), 
Duncroisk; £1400(BSHx), £1300(2)(SHx), 
Braes of Ardeonaig; £1200(BRBx), Succoth 
Ardeonaig. Incalf Cows - £880(SimX), 
Craig Farm. Bulling Heifers - £950(BRBx), 
£880(AAx), Succoth Ardeonaig.
Leading Prices per Kilo
Bullocks – AAx – 236p(2), Steall; 235p, 
Achnacreemore; 233p, 13 Eoligarry; 
233p(2), Steall; 232p, Blarchascaig. 
BSHx – 255p(2), Tiretigan; 234p(2), 
Shellachan; 230p(2), Tiretigan; 223p, 
Dalmore; 223p(2), Stronmagachan. BRBx 
– 274p(5), Lephinchapel. BLG – 234p(7), 
Balliemeanoch. CHARx – 285p(8), 
284p(5), 275p(2), Laggan Farms; 271p(5), 
Kildavaig; 269p, Fearnoch; 258p, Mus-

dale; 252p(5), Laggan Farms; 252p, 250p, 
Musdale; 250p, Fearnoch; 246p, Musdale; 
246p, Fearnoch; 242p(6), Laggan Farms. 
LIMx – 275p(2), Barbreck; 274p(3), 10 
Eoligarry, Barra; 272p, Barbreck; 264p(2), 
Kiloran Farms; 263p(2), Tullochcan; 
259p(4), 10 Eoligarry; 256p(9), Keppoch  
Farm; 253p, Ardchatten; 252p(2), Ellary 
Estate; 252p, 5 Eoligarry. LUINGx – 254p, 
Airds Bay; 253p(5), 252p(5), 251p(7), 
Oransay; 239p(4), Luss Estate. 
SALx - 247p(3), 236p(2), Brenchoille; 
236p, Machrins. SIMx – 262p, Tigh Na 
Cille; 252p(2), Achnacreemore; 250p, 
Cairnbaan; 245p(2), Frackersaig; 239p(3), 
Luss Estate. 
Heifers – AAx – 247p, Glenfeochan 
Estate; 246p(6), Blarchascaig. 
BSHx – 239p, Scallasaig; 234p, 
Achallader. BRBx – 319p, Lephinchapel. 
BLG – 601p(3), 513p(2), 431p, 296p(2), 
234p, Balliemeanoch. CHARx – 258p(6), 
Kildavaig; 246p(2), Musdale; 237p(2), 
Tullochmhor; 234p, Fearnoch; 233p, 
Escart. LIMx – 265p, 10 Eoligarry; 261p, 
16 Carnoch; 252p(2), Tullochmhor; 
247p(2), 239p, 237p(3), 10 Eoligarry; 
236p(3), Kiloran Farmers. 235p(2), Otter 
Estate. SIMx – 253p, Drimnin Estate; 
251p(3), Machrins; 248p, 2 Kiel Croft; 
244p, Frackersaig; 239p(2), Scallasaig; 
236p, Kiloran Farmers; 233p(7), Luss 
Estate; 233p, Scallasaig. 
Dingwall and Highland Marts Ltd, 

December 4, Fort William: sold 61 store 
cattle, 6 OTM cattle and 545 sheep.

Bullocks (39) sold to 257.1p per kilo for 
a 210kg Charolais cross from 3 Rhubana 
View, Morar, and £1,100 gross for a 595kg 
Charolais cross from Achnabobane, Spean 
Bridge.
Heifers (22) sold to 226.4p per kilo for a 
265kg Beef Shorthorn cross from Grianan, 
Glencoe, and £690 gross for a pair of 
370kg Limousin crosses from Fersit, Roy 
Bridge.  
OTM cows (6) sold to 138.0p per kilo for 
a 500kg Shorthorn cross from Annat, 
Banavie, and £790 gross for a 690kg 
Aberdeen Angus from Steall, Fort 
William.
Store lambs (319) sold to £72.50 gross 
for Texel crosses from 19 Blarmafoldach, 
Fort William.
Feeding sheep (226) sold to £100 gross 
for a pen of Cross wedders from Meall Mo 
Chridhe, Kilchoan.
Other leading prices per head & per kilo:
Bullocks – 201 – 250kg – 3 Rhubana 
View, £540, 1 Kinsadel, Morar, 225.5p; 
251 – 300kg – Cul-A-Bhile, Bohuntin, 
£590, Alttour, Spean Bridge, 210.9p; 
301- 350kg – Dalreoch, Roy Bridge, £710, 
Fersit, 225.8p; 401kg and over – 118 
Achnaha, Kilchoan, £820.
Heifers – 201-250kg – Cul-A-Bhile, £440, 
3 Rhubana View, 222.2p; 251-300kg 

– Grianan, £600, 1 Kinsadel, 223.5p; 
301-350kg – Fersit, £680, 200.0p.
Other leading prices per head
Lambs: Chev – Drumbuie, Drumnadro-
chit, £70.50; TexX – Traigh Farm, Arisaig, 
£67.50; Cross – Insh Farm, Spean Bridge, 
£66; BF – Ardtornish Farms, Morven, 
£65, Insh Farm, £60; Lly – Torlundy, Fort 
William, £59.
Feeding sheep: Cross ewe – Meall Mo 
Chridhe, £96.50; TexX wdr – Meall Mo 
Chridhe, £95; Chev ewe – Glentruim 
Farms, Newtonmore, £84.50; Lly 
ram – Steall, £76; BF – East Croft Roy, 
Newtonmore, £70.50.
United Auctions, December 1, Oban: sold 
579 store cattle and 14 Breeding Cattle. 
Bullocks sold to £1280 for a 306kg, LimX 
from A &amp; I MacInnes, Ruaig, Tiree 
to average £673.90 (+£6.67) and Heifers 
sold
to £2100 for a 306kg, LimX from the same 
home to average £693.85 (+£65.14). The 
same Bullock topped the sale per kilo 
selling at 418.3p/kg to average 237.39p/
kg (+12.65p) and the same heifer topped 
the sale at 686.3p/kg to average 256.93p/
kg (+31.59p). A good show of quality 
bred cattle sold well and to a strong
force of buyers. An increased number of 
calves with future show potential sold 
extremely well, in particular heifers, 
giving purchasers a second option for top 
class breeding animals. A feature of the 

salewas the consignment of cattle from 
Ruaig, Tiree which proved to be in high 
demand.
LEADING PRICES PER HEAD
BULLOCKS – AAx - £950, 11 Eoligarry, 
Barra. BSHx - £925, Glenbeg. BRBx 
- £1100, £900(2), Strathnafanaig. CHARx - 
£885(3), Ballochgair. LIMx - £1280, £1120, 
Ruaig, Tiree; £1080, Achnacree Beag; 
£1000, Tyree; £1000, Barcaldine HF; £980, 
Low Dunashery; £980, Woodend; £950, 
Balligarve; £950, Achnacree Bay; £910,
Achnaba; £900, Strathnafanaig; £900, 
Ardtur. LUIx - £750(2), Scammadale. 
SIMx - £1010, Achnacreemore; £970, Keil, 
Duror; £950, Achnacreemore. SHx - £885, 
Balure of Shian.
HEIFERS – AAx - £980, Ruaig; £885, Keil, 
Southend. BRBx - £1750, Ruaig; £1550, 
Tyree; £1550, Strathnafanaig; £1500, 
Lephinchapel; £1320(2), Tyree; £1320, 
Strathnafanaig; £1250, £1180(2),
Lephinchapel; £1180, £1120, Tyree; 
£1020, Strathnafanaig; £1000, £920, 
Lephinchapel. CHARx - £840(2),
Ballochgair. LIMx - £2100, £2000, Ruaig; 
£1650, Woodend; £1420, Ruaig; £1350, 
£1250, Tyree; £1100, Ruaig; £1050, 
Tyree; £1040, Achnacree Beag; £1000, 
Achadhbeag; £980, Balnagown; £950, 
Ruaig; £940(2), Achnaba.
BREEDING CATTLE – INCALF COWS - £900, 
6 Goular, North Uist; £850, 239 Bruernish, 
Barra.

Around the markets

For more informa� on or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

EXTENDED 
FOR THIS 
MONTH

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £1850 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen 
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x Joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1975 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u

C
A

M E R
O
N

D
A V I

Dest. 
1975 

    

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

WINTER IS HERE!

SAVE £££ OFF THE AWARD WINNING SUBARU RANGE
Offers end 31st December 2020

Forester
Save £3,000 
For a limited time only, we’re offering 
£3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But 
hurry, this winter special offer only 
applies to a limited number of vehicles 

Subaru Levorg
SAVE 2,500 
Effortless on the motorway. 
A joy on winding coastal roads. 
Comfortable and capable around 
town.

Outback
Save £4,000 
Drive away a brand-new Outback 
and save £4,000 in our biggest ever 
stock clearance. But hurry, this offer is 
available for a limited time only 

S&S Services are following the correct Health & Safety protocol 
regarding COVID-19 and are working hard to keep staff & visitors safe 

during their new car experience. CALL TODAY ON 01292 880080
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West Coast MOTORING

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES



RECRUITMENT
North Argyll House

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Currently recruiting for: 

Senior Carer
 Qualification; Nursing or SVQ level 3 in health 

and social care essential. £12.12 per hour

Care Assistant
From £9.30 per hour

Housekeeping Assistant
£8.72 per hour

Full and part-time permanent positions. 
For an application form 
contact 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Care Home for the Elderly

Office Administrator/Finance Officer
North Argyll Eventide Home requires an expe-
rienced dedicated individual to fill the post of 
Office Administrator/Finance Officer, with fi-
nancial and some secretarial responsibilities. 
This position covers a wide range of duties 
including production of monthly management 
accounts, online banking, negotiation of costs 
for contracts and equipment, and participation 
and minute taking at board meetings. This is 
a permanent flexible post, approximately 20 
hours per week, and remuneration will be be-
tween £16,000 and £18,720 depending on abil-
ity and experience. The individual concerned 
should be fully conversant with Sage Accounts 
software, be able to work on their own without 
supervision, be practical and organised, and 
have good written and spoken skills. Previous 
experience in a similar post, perhaps running a 
small business, is essential. 

Applicants for this position should send a copy 
of their CV together with a covering letter to the 
Home by email at naehltd@gmail.com . The 
closing date for applications is 20th December 
2020.

North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd
North Argyll House, Bealach an Righ, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 5TG

Tel: 01631-562168    
Website: northargyllhouse.org

Stores Person (Glensanda)
Aggregate Industries is a member of the LafargeHolcim Group and a 
leading supplier of traditional and sustainable construction materials to 
major building and construction customers. With nearly 4,000 employees 
and operations across the UK and Northern Europe, we’re committed to 
helping create a better built environment. As Stores Person you will be 
part of the team responsible for all work aspects related to the site stores 
and the supply of parts, equipment and all other items required to support 
the Glensanda operation.
A team member of the Stores department and site engineering support 
team. Supply input to site stores policies to ensure compliance with all 
legislative and corporate requirements. These activities should support 
the sites reliability based culture and the promotion of Glensanda as a 
world leader in the development of best practice. This will incorporate the 
management of all activities undertaken by the department members and 
any contractors in the execution of their duties.

Responsibilties
• Ensure that all activities for Stores department are carried out complying 
to company safety standards
• Ensure that the correct safety documentation is in place for departmen-
tal tasks 
• Participate in Interactive Safety Tours on Stores activities 
• Assist in the management of stock levels in conjunction with other 
departments to ensure adequate stock to support the site requirement, 
ensuring the minimum amount of disruption.
• Ensure that the department maintains a high standard of housekeeping, 
keeping areas clean, tidy and hazard free
• Deal with all daily issues professionally and liaise with stores and site 
management on a regular basis
• Carry out the daily activities of Stores personnel 
• Using E1 and Coupa work order process allocated to correct cost cen-
tres and create purchase orders.
• Contribute to the Engineering team and ensure interdepartmental 
cooperation. 
• Fully comply with site safety rules and company safety standards at all 
times.
• Management of Stores consumables inventory checking and processes
• Managing all aspects of the sites material supply chain including 
logistics.
• Management of site procurement standard
• Liaising with key suppliers and A.I. procurement department
• Alignment with national supplier contracts
• Maintain stock accuracy by completing stock check cycle counts
• Achieve best value purchasing with no compromise on quality

Person specification
• Highly organised with demonstrable planning and delivery capabilities 
• A highly motivated individual with drive and enthusiasm
• Ability to work as part of a 24 hour, 7 day a week operation
• Good understanding of health and safety
• IT literacy and ability to work to deadlines.
• Experience in management of safe working practices
• Knowledge of HGV operations and securing loads on mobile equipment
• Self-motivated, with initiative and a proactive approach
• Experience of stores procedures and logistics
• Recognition of environmental impact and working knowledge of appro-
priate environmental legislation
• Strong communication skills with the ability to build effective working 
relationships with others
• Detail and results orientated with strong personal values to succeed

Please submit your CV and covering letter to Paul Kersley, Engineering 
Manager (Mechanical)  email  paul.kersley@aggregate.com
Closing date for applications:  22nd December 2020
Glensanda Quarry Operations, 
Rhugh Garbh Depot, Barcaldine, Oban.
Telephone +44 (0) 1631 568111 
www.aggregate.com

Due to several successful contract wins.
We have an opportunity for a 

Contracts assistant 
to join our team.

Based in our Oban office, this role will suit a 
wide range of applicants.
Required skills-
Proficient with Microsoft office/365 applications
The ability to work with the management 
team and assist with day to day tasks.
The willingness to learn new skills, adapt to 
changing deadlines and requests from our 
clients.
Value add skills-
CAD experience
Production of O&M Manuals
Health & Safety experience- creating site 
management documentation.

This is a good opportunity for the successful 
applicant to grow their skill set, with a 
continuous development program on offer.

Please send or e-mail a copy of your 
CV and a covering letter to Angus 
MacPherson - Managing director OES Ltd 
amacpherson@fes-group.co.uk

Streetscene Operative | NAY07021
37 Hours per Week | £19,970 to £20,550

Council Offices, Shore Road, Lamlash, Isle of Arran

Closing date 6th January 2021

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/ 

north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform  
us of any special needs you may have.

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council
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P
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METALS WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS

Blue Energy
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS 
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2017

Notice is hereby given that High Constellation 
Windfarm Ltd, company registration number 
11800500, 10 West Street, Alderley Edge, 
Cheshire, SK9 7EG has been granted con-
sent by the Scottish Ministers for consent 
under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to 
construct and operate the High Constellation 
Wind Farm on the Kintyre Peninsula approxi-
mately 4 km southeast of Clachan (Central Grid 
Reference 180000, 650000), within the plan-
ning authority area of Argyll and Bute Council. 
The wind farm will consist of up to 10 turbines, 
with a maximum tip height of 149.9 metres and 
associated infrastructure.
Scottish Ministers have also directed, under 
section 57 (2) of the Town & Country Planning 
Act (Scotland) 1997, that planning permission 
is deemed to be granted for development.
A copy of the decision letter has been placed 
on the Energy Consents Unit website at the 
following link for public inspection: www.ener-
gyconsents.scot under the reference number 
ECU00001857 and on the application website 
www.highconstellationwindfarm.com/

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/02074/LIB Erection of pole mounted 

sign (non illuminated)
Kinloch Hall, Lochend 
Street, Campbeltown, 
Argyll And Bute, PA28 6DL

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website. 
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where 
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process 
postal mail is restricted.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

H 
P
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GARDEN SERVICES MUSIC & SOUND RECORDING

PERSONAL NOTICESTV SERVICES

We are also equipped to help you get the
best out of your lockdown recordings

S i g n a l c e l l
Argyll-based music recording,
mixing & mastering services

Tel:07786 778166

or visit the Signalcell page on Facebook

james@signalcell.net
www.signalcell.net

THANK YOU
Dorothy and Teddy Russell would 

like to thank all their family, 
friends and neighbours for the 
lovely cards, gifts and fl owers 

received on the occasion of their 
golden wedding. 13 Millers Park, 

Campbeltown.
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SUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE
to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a to Scottish Field and choose a 

FREEFREEFREE bottle of  bottle of  bottle of 
Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin Glasgow Gin, Leith Gin 

or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*or Arran Malt*

20
pages of 

Homes & 
Interiors

Untitled-1   1 02/11/2020   09:03:50

The
Perfect 

Christmas gifts 
for those that 
love all things 

Scottish

Save 25% on the cover price only £10.69 per quarter 
delivered direct to your recipients door.

Call 01778 392014 and quote Noel1 or go to scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions

The award winning monthly glossy lifestyle magazine. Scottish Field brings you the very best 
interiors,antiques,gardens,wildlife,motoring and country news along side entertaining and informative writing. 

Get ahead of the fi eld and Christmas wrapped up with a subscription to Scottish Field magazine 

*Terms and conditions apply. For over-18s and UK-based subscribers only. Minimum one year 
subscription to Scottish Field. Offer ends 31 Dec 2020. While stocks last. Limited stock available, 

fi rst come, fi rst served basis. By claiming this offer, you agree that you are of UK legal age for 
purchasing and consuming alcoholic drinks.

Scottish Field  Subs -1.indd   1 16/11/2020   09:13:04



CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

INVERARAY

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345
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Going out with one of our collies at 2am in 
the haze of bleary-eyed sleep, I looked up.

Trans� xed by the awesomeness of crea-
tion, I saw a million universes glistening in 
the night sky.

� e sky was studded with stars and as I 
watched, they seemed to fall into the sea. 
� e moon lit up the landscape and the 
whole earth breathed peace.

� e only sound was the quiet lapping as 
the ocean rolled its waves once again to the 
shore. 

� e darkness was penetrated by billions 
of pinpricks of light, reminding me that 
light has the last word.

We are waiting for the lighter nights. We 
are waiting for the lengthening days. We 
are waiting for the light. We are waiting for 
the light and for the life light.

We wait quietly in a cosmic silence. 
Waiting can bring peace as we � nd God’s 
presence in the present. Waiting can bring 
hope as we know the light will come.

But it’s hard to stop and wait; it’s not easy 
to pause and ponder; it’s di�  cult to take 
time at this time. We’re busy with the bar-
gains and not so bothered about the baby.

We’re busy with the tinsel but haven’t 
time for the truth. 

We’re busy with the mince pies and we 
will get round to the manger.

We’re busy trying to � x the tree lights but 
have forgotten about the real light. We’re 
busy with the stocking � llers and have set 
aside the stable.

We’re busy with the cards but have pushed 
away the crib. We’re busy – it is Christmas 
a� er all.

We just don’t have time right now. We will 
make time for God when we’re less busy. 
And God crept in beside us when we were 
busy.

Inveraray Community Council convener Linda 
Divers is leading the drive to raise money for a 
community buyout of Inveraray Pier, with fun 
events planned to boost the co� ers.

� e latest will be a socially-distanced bottle/
prize stall outside the Tipsy Laird shop on 
Saturday December 12. With a £100,000 target, 
the pier fund has reached £3,000 since its launch 
in the autumn.

Aside from the pier buyout, the community 
council is also running a children’s Christmas 
art competition and is forging ahead with 
obtaining permission to install outdoor gym 
equipment for young people a� er receiving 
£8,000 from the An Suidhe Windfarm Grant 
Fund. And look out for the Inveraray Christmas 
lights, due to be installed on Sunday December 
13.

TARBERT

FURNACE

MID ARGYLL

Volunteers busy planting trees at Tarbert Castle. 

A� er a cold, wet and snowy week, volunteers 
had a beautiful day on Saturday December 5 
planting trees – while respecting social dis-
tancing at all times – to expand the woodland 
at Tarbert Castle, further enclosing a new 
path under construction around the wildlife 
pond. Trees were supplied under the I DIG 
TREES programme run by TVC and spon-

sored by OVO Energy. Tarbert Castle Trust’s 
contribution is part of this year’s programme 
of 1,448,000 trees to be planted.

Volunteers have now planted more than 
1,200 trees in the community woodland and 
orchard, turning the boggy land behind the 
castle into a useable and productive space for 
residents and visitors.

Planting continues en route to more than a million trees

Volunteers at Mid Argyll Transport Volunteers 
(MATV) have been recognised by a national 
charitable fund for their e� orts during the 
pandemic.

MATV received £2,500 this week from the 
Pears Foundation for the drivers’ dedication as 
part of a fantastic community response since 
coronavirus lockdown began in March.

Each year the Pears Foundation trustees 
identify a number of small, community-based 
organisations to receive a surprise seasonal 
boost as a way of marking the festive season in 
a spirit of generosity and appreciation for the 
incredible work of charities.

� is year a total of £140,000 was given to 22 
charities across the UK, which all showed re-
markable agility and determination at this time 

Also successful in its bid to An Suidhe 
Windfarm Grant Fund was Furnace Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO).

� e community group will use its grant of 
£12,468 to carry out essential decorating and 
repairs to Furnace Village Hall. Members of 
Furnace SCIO thank Lynda Syed for putting the 
application together.

of national crisis. In the award letter to MATV, 
the trustees wrote: ‘In this extraordinary year, 
we wanted to celebrate the fantastic community 
response to the pandemic by supporting char-
ities which have successfully mobilised volun-
teers to address local need. We are delighted to 
let you know your organisation has been one of 
those selected.’

MATV co-ordinates volunteer drivers to take 
elderly and disabled people to and from medical 
appointments, social occasions and on shopping 
trips.

When coronavirus arrived, the charity joined 
a council-led e� ort to o� er much-needed shop-

ping and prescription deliveries and the team 
was kept busy throughout, with new volunteer 
drivers � lling in for those that had to shield. For 
several grateful clients during lockdown, the 
MATV volunteers were their main contact with 
the outside world.

MATV co-ordinator Catherine Kennedy said: 
‘� e drivers have worked their socks o�  from 
March until now, so it is lovely that they have 
been recognised for their work.

‘It’s been a stressful few months for many but 
MATV drivers outdid themselves in getting the 
vulnerable people of Mid Argyll where and what 
they need.’



‘Jesus - He’s the reason for the Season’
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ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES

Sunday 20th December
Advent 4

“Speaking about the Child”

Services in
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

and
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Carols from Your Doorstep
Join with your neighbours

throughout Scotland
as we sing

5 Christmas Carols
at 6pm

Look out for the Carol Sheets
and (appropriately distanced)

get your street singing!

Christmas Eve
Carol Services

Ardrishaig Church at 4pm
and

Ormsary Hall at 7pm

Sunday 27th December
Complete Joy

Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

WEST LOCHFYNESIDE

� ere will be a watchnight service at 
11.30pm in Inveraray Church and there 
will be a watchnight service at 6pm in 

Cumlodden Church. 

� ere will be no services in 
Westlochfyneside on Sunday 27th.

� e next service will be Sunday the 10th 
January in Inveraray church at 10.30pm 

Westlochfyneside wishes all in Argyll and 
Bute a safe, Happy Christmas and New Year.

ST MARGARET’S RC CHURCH, 
LOCHGILPHEAD

Christmas & New Year Schedule 2020 
Christmas Eve – � ursday, 24th December 

    • Christmas Vigil Masses celebrated at 4pm 
& 6pm (booking essential)

    • Adoration of Blessed Sacrament & private 
prayer from 7pm – 9pm 

Christmas Day – Friday, 25th December 
    • Christmas Day Masses celebrated at 9am 

& 10.30am at St Margaret’s and 12.45pm at All 
Saints, Inveraray (booking essential) 

Sunday, 27th December 
    • Holy Mass: 10am at St Margaret’s and 
12.30pm at All Saints, Inveraray (booking 

essential)
Tuesday, 29th December 
    • Holy Mass: 10.30am

Wednesday, 30th December 
    • Holy Mass: 10.30am

Hogmanay – � ursday, 31st December 
    • Holy Mass: 10.30am 

    • Adoration of Blessed Sacrament & Private 
prayer from 7pm – 9pm

New Year’s Day – Friday, 1st January 
    • Holy Mass: 11am

Saturday, 2nd January 
    • Holy Mass: 6.30pm 
Sunday, 3rd January 

    • Holy Mass: 10am at St Margaret’s and 
12.30pm at All Saints, Inveraray 

(booking essential)

To book for Mass please contact 
Fr. Ronald Campbell on 01546 602380 or by 

email: lochgilphead@rcdai.org.uk

CAMPBELTOWN FREE CHURCH
George Street, Campbeltown

Sunday 13th December
11.15am  Worship Service
Sunday 20th December

11.15am  Christmas Service
7.00pm  Carols by Candlelight

access through YouTube 
or through our website:

www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk
Sunday 27th December

11.15am  Worship Service
Friday 1st January

11am  New Year’s Day Service

All services led by Rev Rodger Crooks
All welcome

Scottish Charity Number: SCO46745

ST. KIERAN’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Christmas period:
Saturday 19th of December: 

Rorate Mass (Vigil) – honouring the Mother of 
God, 6.00 pm.

Sunday 20th of December: 
Holy Mass for Advent 4, 10.00 am

� ursday 24th of December, Christmas Eve: 
Vigil Mass of Christmas, 8.00 pm

Christmas Day: 
Holy Mass of Christmas Day, 10.00 am

Saturday 26th of December: 
Holy Mass, 10.00 am

Sunday 27th of December, Holy Family: 
Holy Mass, 10.00 am; Holy Mass, 4.00 pm (St. 
Columba’s Episcopal church, Bridgend, Islay)

Seating for families at Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day Masses should be booked a 

week in advance for the seating to be organised. 
� ere will still be a limited number of places. If 
a family/household bubble will be attending it 
is especially important to book early. Families/

households can be allocated a pew to sit 
together, and this actually allows more people 

to be able to attend.  
campbeltown@rcdai.org.uk, 01586 552160

CHRIST CHURCH 
LOCHGILPHEAD

CHRISTMAS EVE
7 pm Ecumenical Carol Service 

live-streamed on
www.midargyllepiscopalchurches

CHRISTMAS DAY
open to visitors in the � esh!

9am Holy Communion
St Columba, Poltalloch

11am Holy Eucharist
Christ Church, Lochgilphead

also streamed

CHRIST CHURCH 
LOCHGILPHEAD

COMMUNITY SERVICE

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL SERVICE
for Mid-Argyll & Arran

7PM Dec 24th
Streamed from our local churches 

together to cheer us all up

Watch & sing carols at home
with a mince pie and a drink

FaceBook:  ChristChurchLochgilphead
www.midargyllepiscopalchurches.co.uk

MID ARGYLL KINTYRE



ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH
Lochgilphead 

Holy Mass: Sunday 10am
All Saints, Inveraray 
Holy Mass: Sunday 

12.30pm
Booking essential due to 

restricted capacity - Email 
or telephone to book

Weekday Mass details 
available on website or by 

email/telephone   
All Masses at St 

Margaret’s are Live 
Streamed via our YouTube 

channel. Link available 
at our website: www.

lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and Facebook Page. 
Fr. Ronald Campbell 

01546 602380
lochgilphead@rcdai.org.uk

(SCO002876)

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings are 
closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you informed 

& provide opportunities 
for worship on-line

Please look it up & keep 
in touch

www.northknapdale.org

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 13th December

Service at 10am
Mr James McLellan

A very warm welcome awaits
Please wear face covering

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

Sunday 13th December
Morning Worship 11.15am

Rev W Crossan
COVID 19 Guidelines apply

Video message on 
Facebook each Wednesday 

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 13th December 
Skipness Service 10.00am  

- Rev Lyn Peden                                                           
Tarbert service - 11.30am - 

Rev Lyn Peden     
Tarbert Charity No: SC002622

Skipness - Charity No: SC004280
01880 820158

WESTLOCHFYNESIDE 
CHURCHES

(Cumlodden, Inveraray 
and Lochgair)

Sunday 13th December 
2020

A Communion Service in 
Inveraray church 

at 10.30pm
Led by Rev. Dr. Roderick 

Campbell
Masks must be worn.

Charity No: SCO16665
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CHURCH NOTICES 
CAMPBELTOWN 

FREE CHURCH
George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 13th December
11.15am Worship Service

Rev Rodger Crooks
4.00pm  Sunday School 

(by Zoom)
7.30pm  Youth Group 

 (by Zoom)
Wednesday 16th 

December
12 noon   Prayer & Bible 

Study
Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply
All welcome

www.campbeltownfree-
church.co.uk

 Scottish Charity Number: SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
11 am

All welcome
Now meeting at 
Kirk Street Hall

Pastor Mark Jasper
01586 554 092

pastor@campbeltown-
communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322

ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH 
KNAPDALE
PARISHES

13th December
Magnifi cat Advent(ure)

Services in:
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

and
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Refl ections will continue to 
be available

at the gates of the churches.
Wednesdays

from 12:45pm to 1:15pm
in Ardrishaig Church Hall
“A Time for Refl ecting”

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

I will sing for joy in God, 
explode in praise from 

deep in my soul!  Isaiah 61 
verse 10

 Our building is open for 
Sunday services and you 

would be welcome on
Sunday, 13th December 
at 11am.  Join with us in 
our praise and worship

MASKS are now required 
in churches, in line 

with current Scottish 
Government  Covid 19 

guidelines.
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.
com/springbankchurch
 Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary

ST KIERAN 
RC CHURCH
St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
Sunday Holy Mass at 
10.00am, please book 
a place, 01586 552160, 

campbeltown@
rcdai.org.uk

Daily Mass streamed via 
Facebook and Zoom, see 
www.stkieransrc.org for 

details.
(SC002876)

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 13th December
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in place

If we can be of any 
assistance to anyone 

during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046 

Major Ruth Russell
 Scottish Charity Number SCO09359

BIRTH 
QUIRKE - MCCUE – 
To Ross and Gemma on 
November 23, 2020, God’s 
precious gi�  of a son 
Leo at Grimsby General 
Hospital, Lincolnshire. 
First grandchild of Brian 
and Amanda Russell, 
Barnetby, North Lincs 
and � rst great-grandchild 
of Dorothy and Teddy 
Russell, Millers Park, 
Campbeltown. A very 
memorable week for all 
the family.

DEATHS
CRAWFORD - � e 
family of Jim Crawford 
announces with great 
sadness his passing on 
November 23, 2020. Jim 
was born June 23, 1928. 
His private burial took 
place December 7, 2020. 
In lieu of � owers the 
family requests that any 
donations be made to the 
Alzheimer’s society in 
Jim‘s name.
MCCOY - Peacefully 
at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on November 
30, 2020, Margaret McCoy 
née Briggs, in her 79th 
year, her beloved husband 
Kenneth Norman McCoy, 
died December 5, 2020, in 
his 88th year, 5 Lochruan 
Road, Campbeltown and 
formerly of Port Crannaig 
Cottage, Carradale, much 
loved parents of Andrew, 
Alison and Judith, loving 
Nain and Taid to Daniel 
and Jordan and Granny 
and Grandad to Dylan. 
Funeral service private 
in line with current 
government guidelines. 
Margaret and Ken’s 
funeral will take place on 
Friday, December 11. � e 
cortege will leave the St 
Kierans R.C. Church at 
11.40 a.m. We will travel 
along Argyll Street, Main 
Street, round the Cross 
and across the Esplanade 
on our way to Brackley 
Cemetery, Carradale. 
Anyone wishing to pay 
their last respects to 
Margaret and Ken may do 
so along our route. Please 
remember to observe 
social distancing.
ROBERTSON – 
Peacefully at home, 84 
Roading, Campbeltown, 
on December 3, 2020, 
Margaret McKinven 
McKechnie, in her 81st 
year, dearly beloved 
wife of Ian Roberston, 
much loved mum and 
best friend of Margaret, 
a loving sister, sister-
in-law, aunt and friend, 
she was a cherished and 
devoted auntie to the 
MacKechnies.
SMITH - Doris Anne 
(née Calder), aged 
90. Peacefully at 

Springhill Nursing 
Home Kilmarnock on 
November 27, 2020, wife 
of the late David Ormond 
(school teacher), mother 
of Aileen, David and 
Carol, grandmother of 
Caroline, David and 
Samantha, great-grand-
mother of Sebastian. Rest 
in peace.
SUTHERLAND – On 
December 7, 2020, at 
Mid Argyll Hospital 
Lochgilphead, Charles 
(Charlie) Sutherland 
aged 91 years, much 
loved partner of Sheena 
Macfarlane, dear brother 
of Ian and a much loved 
uncle, great-uncle and 
great-great-uncle. A 
private funeral service, 
owing to current restric-
tions, will take place at 
Cardross Crematorium. 
For those wishing to pay 
their respects, the cortege 
will leave Kerrisdale at 10 
a.m. down Lady Ileene 
Road onto Campbeltown 
Road past Tarbert Co-op 
on way to crematorium.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CONNER - Sally and 
family would like to sin-
cerely thank family and 
friends for all their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following the sad loss 
of Davie, to those who 
paid their respects along 
the route was touching. 
Heartfelt thanks to 
Willie Crossan for such a 
comforting and personal 
tribute, to T A Blair’s for 
their kind, caring and 
professional services. 
� anking Dr̀ s Lazarus, 
Toledo, Campbeltown 
Hospital and Ambulance 
crew for their care and 
compassion and to the 
Argyll Hotel for the beau-
tiful purvey.
MACCALLUM – � e 
family of the late Edward 
(Eddie) MacCallum 
would like to express deep 
appreciation and convey 
thanks to all family, 
friends and neighbours 
for the kind expressions 
of sympathy, � owers, 
cards of condolence and 
phone calls following 
their sad loss. Sincere 
thanks to Rev. William 
Crossan for a comforting 
prayer at Peninver and 
the service at Kilkerran; 
to Kenneth Blair and his 
sta�  for carrying out our 
wishes with dignity and 
professionalism; to the 
Ardshiel Hotel for the 
lovely tea and to everyone 
who joined us in appalling 
weather conditions to pay 
their respects to Eddie on 
his � nal journey. Finally, 
thanks to all the health 
professionals and carers 
whose dedication and 
understanding helped to 

make Eddie comfortable 
over the past number of 
years. He will be sorely 
missed.
MORANS - � e fam-
ily of the late (Robert) 
Crawford Morans wish 
to convey our heartfelt 
appreciation for the many 
expressions of sympathy 
received following our 
Daddy’s passing. We are 
indebted to the caring 
sta�  of Kintyre Care 
Home where our Dad re-
sided for the last two years 
of his life. Particularly 
grateful for the more 
recent FaceTime calls and 
distanced visits facilitated 
during these most dif-
� cult times which were 
especially appreciated 
at home and abroad. Dr 
Norrie, all Community 
Nurses, Social Work sta� , 
Carers, Paramedics and 
Ancillary Care sta�  who 
all joined hands over 
the last twelve years to 
assist Crawford with his 
wish to safely remain at 
home for as long as he 
possibly could. We thank 
you profusely just as he 
would. In closing, our 
profound appreciation to 
Rev. William Crossan for 
a most personally mean-
ingful service delivered 
under such trying times. 
Words that expressed so 
eloquently our Daddy’s 
life well lived. To T A 
Blair Funeral Directors 
for their digni� ed profes-
sionalism and compas-
sionate assistance. Our 
hearts were li� ed in ap-
preciation to all the many 
friends and neighbours 
who lined the streets to 
pay respects to Crawford 
on his � nal journey to 
Kilkerran. Also to the 
Argyll & Bute Council 
cemetery sta�  who do 
a commendable job of 
maintaining the much 
appreciated serenity of 
Kilkerran.

IN MEMORIAMS
BURNETT - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and granny, who passed 
away December 9, 2013.
In our thoughts always.
- Love, Annamarie, 
Allan, Jacqueline and 
Linda xxxx.
COFFIELD – Ian, 
December 13, 2014.
Missed every day.
- Martin and family.
JOHNSTONE – In loving 
memory of Archie, who 
died December 10, 2016.
Until we meet again.
- Your loving wife and 
soulmate Agnes.
McKINVEN - In this, 
the centenary year of 
their birth, Mhairead 
and Sharman give thanks 
for the lives of their 

dear parents Dan and 
Beth McKinven. Dan 
was born in Mafeking 
Place (March 11, 1920 d. 
October 8, 1990) and Beth 
(McMillan) was born in 
Carradale (December 11, 
1920.  D. April 15, 2015). 
� ey married in 1947 and 
lived at Limecraigs. From 
1948, Dan worked for the 
Hydro-Electric Board, 
helping install electricity 
across Kintyre, and Beth 
was a midwife at Craigard 
and later, a district nurse. 
� ey loved the town 
and served it well. Both 
were active members of 
Lorne St Church, Dan 
was a long-serving town 
and county councillor, 
Provost of the town and, 
in 1990, Citizen of the 
Year. � emselves the chil-
dren of wonderful people, 
they were devoted parents 
and grandparents, good 
neighbours, loyal friends, 
and always helpful to the 
vulnerable, elderly or 
sick. � e salt of the earth. 
Now “In Heavenly Live 
Abiding”.
MCMILLAN – Mary, 
December 12, 2017.
Parting come and hearts 
are broken,
Loved ones go with words 
unspoken,
Deep in our hearts there's 
a memory kept,
For a wife and a mother 
we will never forget,
- Your loving husband 
James.
MCMILLAN - If tears 
could build a stairway 
and memories a lane,
I’d walk right up to heav-
en and bring you home 
again,
Missing you every day 
Mum.
- Jamie, Kristy, James 
George, Osian � omas.
MCMILLAN -� ough I 
am full of sadness you are 
no longer here,
Your in� uence still guides 
me and I still feel you 
near,
What we shared will 
never die it lives within 
my heart,
Bringing strength and 
comfort while we are 
apart, 
- Andrew, Siobhan, 
Calum.
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Robert MacIntyre saw his 
world ranking move up to a ca-
reer high of 59 a� er � nishing 
tied 19th at the weekend in the 
Dubai Championship.

However, there is no doubt 
that the Oban star will look 
back on his � nal position 
with a touch of regret a� er his 
sensational golf over the � rst 
three days put him on course 
for a much higher � nish.

Opening rounds of 66 and 
68 saw Bob nicely positioned 
in the chasing pack going into 
day three, and for just over two 

hours it looked like the le�  
hander was going to rewrite 
the record books as he went to 
the turn in an astonishing 29 
shots.

Five birdies and an eagle in 
his � rst seven holes saw Bob 
romp through the � eld and for 
a � eeting moment the prospect 
of only the second sub-60 
round ever recorded on the 
European Tour seemed real.

But a double bogey on the 
11th hole stalled momentum 
and brought an end to Bob’s 
hot streak. He would eventu-

ally sign for a rollercoaster 66.
A closing level par 72 meant 

Bob’s � nal total of 16 under 
par le�  him nine shots adri�  of 
Frenchman Antoine Rozner, 
who recorded his maiden tour 
victory with a closing-day 64.

� e tour remains in Dubai 
this week for the Race to Dubai 
� nale, the DP World Tour 
Championship.

With an $8million prize fund 
and huge world ranking points 
up for grabs, the tournament is 
Bob’s � nal chance this season 
to break into the world’s top 

50 and secure a place in April’s 
US Masters.

� ere has been many a 
boorach at Inveraray’s 
Winterton shinty pitch 
over the years, but the latest 
example has angered shinty 
club members.

At some point before the 
evening of Sunday December 
6, a vehicle was driven across 
the pitch, damaging the 
playing surface.

Inveraray Shinty Club 
chairman Andrew 
McMurdo posted on 
Facebook: ‘Any information 
regarding who has been 
driving on the shinty pitch 
would be much appreciated. 

‘We attempt to keep it in as 
good condition as possible 
and this sort of behaviour 
does not help.

‘It may be an honest mis-
take and if so please inform 
myself.’

Mr McMurdo is also keen 
to inform shinty folk that 

Shinty club angered 
by car on Winterton

The marks on the Winterton left by the o� ending vehicle. 

Kilmory Shinty Club has 
written a letter to the people 
of Furnace thanking them for 
their support over many years.

� e committee members and 
players paid particular tribute 
to David and Cindy MacInnes 
of Furnace Village Store 
for donating the Christmas 
hamper to raise club funds, 
describing it as ‘a very kind 
gesture and one of many done 
by them during these very 
strange times’.

� e letter continued: ‘A 
huge thanks to all villagers 
and those from further a� eld 
who purchased tickets which 
resulted in a total of £330 
being raised for the club. � is 
is a fantastic boost as we have 
had to suspend our club lottery 
during the Covid pandemic.

� e Furnace community 
has supported the club loyally 
over the past 40-plus years 
and this support is very much 
appreciated.

‘Furnace and west 
Lochfyneside have been 
instrumental in the success 

and continued existence of the 
Kilmory shinty club, over the 
years providing leadership, 
guidance and many great 
players.

‘Kilmory is very keen to see 
this historical association 
� ourish into the future as this 
strong bond is integral to the 
character of our shinty club.’

� e letter, signed by club 
chairman Angus Gilmour 
and Ronnie Campbell, team 
manager, concluded: ‘� anks 
also to Dougie Smylie, Camyo 
Stewart and Vi McNab for 
drawning the lucky winners 
of three families with strong 
Kilmory connections.

‘Naline Swales was the lucky 
winner of the hamper with 
Margaret Miller, Andy Young, 
Peter Greig and Grace Divers 
each winning a bottle of wine.’

In relation to the pandemic 
regulations, the club also 
con� rmed that it hopes to re-
start the primary school age 
section of the club in March 
of next year, with details to be 
con� rmed nearer the time.

Kilmory thanks folk of 
Furnace and beyond

The Kilmory P7 and under side, pictured in March 2018. The 
club hopes to restart junior shinty in March next year. 

a club committee meeting 
is due to be held on Tuesday 

December 15 at 7.30pm, 
adding: ‘� e more people and 

diversity we have the stronger 
the club will be.’

Rollercoaster ride in Dubai as Bob reaches 59th
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