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Plans to expand sand and 
gravel quarrying at historic 
Kilmartin could scupper 
the area’s vision to become a 
world-class travel destination, 
say objectors.

Owners of a luxury B&B, 
museum trustees and residents 
are among almost 50 objectors 
to the bid so far, with many 
still feeling raw over Argyll 
and Bute Council upping the 
quarry’s noise limit without 
giving them a say. During 
lockdown in May, Kilmartin 
Quarry applied to increase its 
maximum decibel limit from 
34db to 45db which villagers 
claim more than doubles the 
previous noise emission.

Calls for a public hearing 
went unheeded, say residents, 
and the change was approved 

a� er a technical assessment 
was carried out by council 
o�  cers.

Now Lochgilphead-based 
MacLeod Construction 
Limited (MCL) has applied 
to extend its sand and gravel 
works laterally on its sin-
gle-� eld site saying the work 
would not move excavations 
any closer to the village. To 
date, more than 70 letters 
of support have been sent to 
planners.

If the planning application, 
which would extend the quar-
ry’s lifespan by about 20 years, 
gets the go ahead residents and 
historians fear the area famous 
for its stone circles, standing 
stones, burial cairns and rock 
art would be hit hard, putting 
o�  visitors and stunting tour-
ism growth prospects and jobs 
linked to it.

Jane MacLeod of MCL warns 

there could be redundancies 
if the bid is rejected. She also 
says detailed impact studies 
have revealed ‘nothing of 
signi� cance’ and that there 
had been ‘extensive pre-appli-
cation consultation’ with the 
local community, including 
two Zoom events. � e quarry 
is serviced by two lorries.

‘� e output from the quarry, 
tra�  c levels and noise levels 
will not increase. � ere is, 
however, a possibility that 
employment will increase, 
although if the application is 
refused there could be redun-
dancies,’ she said.

As well as 10-12 direct jobs at 
the quarry, MCL and its sand 
and gravel supports hundreds 
of construction-linked jobs 
and industry trainees across 
Argyll and Bute said Mrs 

Row over 
glen quarry 
extension

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page two.

Reader Fiona McCuish sent in this colourful image of a 
rainbow she spotted when walking her dog Ted along 
the banks of the Crinan Canal. ‘This rainbow brought 
some brightness in the doom and gloom at the moment. 
The re� ection was amazing,’ she said.  Photograph: Fiona McCuish

Mid Argyll Round Table will 
be selling Nordmann � r 
Christmas trees at Lochgil-
phead Co-op car park this 
Saturday, December 5, from 
9am with a delivery option 
to households nearby, for a 
small donation. 

News that the UK has be-
come the � rst country in the 
world to approve a Covid 
vaccine has been welcomed 
by Shadow Health Secretary 
and Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron.

But he went on to say: 
‘There is no room for 
error in the delivery of this 
potentially game-changing 
vaccine. 

‘People need to be 
assured that the rollout 
plans acknowledge the 
challenge of delivering the 
vaccine to our remote areas 
and island communities 
and that due emphasis 
is given to ensuring care 
home residents and sta�  are 
prioritised.’

Christmas trees 
selling for charity

MSP welcomes 
vaccine approval
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POLICE FILES

Health chiefs in Argyll and 
Bute have been accused of 
failing to listen to the public 
– by one of their own board 
members.

Betty Rhodick, a public 
representative on the integra-
tion joint board (IJB) of the 
area’s health and social care 
partnership (HSCP) made the 
claim during discussion of a 
report on the closure of the 
Knapdale dementia ward in 
Lochgilphead.

An assurance report was de-
livered to IJB members on the 
process of closing the ward – a 
move the board approved in 
March.

IJB members were asked at 
their meeting on Wednesday 
November 25 to note that 
decision, which also saw an 
enhanced community demen-
tia model progressed.

Ms Rhodick said: ‘I still say 
we cannot take any decisions 
because of the �gures of how 

many people are placed 30 
miles plus outside the locality. 
Surely to goodness we should 
have a plan. I am also quite 
annoyed that Fyne View has 
closed, because it cost a lot to 
get it up and running, so that is 
money down the drain.

‘�e public want to have 
facilities in their area and we 
cannot have decisions made 
without proper focus on �g-
ures before us.’

Fyne View was a 
Lochgilphead-based care 
facility for dementia su�erers 
which was revealed to have 
closed its doors in November.

Caroline Cherry, head of 
adult services with the HSCP, 
responded: ‘I totally hear Ms 
Rhodick’s concerns. But the 
purpose of this paper is not 
to go over decisions that have 
been made, it is to look at the 
audit trail.’

Ms Rhodick then said: 
‘Councillor Gary Mulvaney 
[board member] has said that 
the decision has been taken 
and the report reiterates that.

‘But it didn’t matter how 
many times people pled with 
the board to listen and under-
stand, especially in a smaller 
area like this. �e consultation 
was not a consultation. People 
were asked along for their 
views and o�cers turned and 
told the public what they were 
doing. �ey were putting the 
cart before the horse.

‘�e community will be 
really angry as nobody is 
listening. �e decision was 
made months ago with one 

public consultation. It should 
have been two or three to get 
proper feedback. O�cers said 
what was happening and it was 
an option that nobody knew 
about. Everything has been 
massaged for the IJB’s bene�t. 
�ey are not listening.’ 

Councillor Mulvaney said in 
reply: ‘�is paper is reiterating 
what we have already decided 
and we are reopening a debate 
we had a number of months 
ago. We now have a board 
member going back through 
things to which o�cers are in 
no position to respond. I know 
Ms Rhodick feels strongly 
about this issue but the deci-
sions have been taken and you 
cannot make comments like 
those. It is just not appropriate 
for a board member.’

Ms Cherry’s report was 
aimed at ensuring ‘clear 
oversight and assurance on de-
cision-making’ on Knapdale’s 
closure.

Board member 
criticises decision

Illegal Tyres
About 10.30am on Monday 
November 23, on the A83, 
near Inverneill, Lochgilphead, 
a 66-year-old male driver was 
charged with having two tyres 
with tread depth below the 
legal limit and a report will be 
submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.

Trees Damaged
Between 6pm and 7pm on 
Sunday November 22, on the 
A83 at West Loch Shores, 
Holiday Park, Tarbert, fencing, 
hedging and trees were dam-
aged a�er they were struck by 
a vehicle which failed to stop 
nor was the collision reported. 

Drugs allegation
About 1.15pm on Tuesday 
November 24, in Lochnell 
Street, Lochgilphead, a vehicle 
was stopped and the occupants 
were searched. 

Two men, aged 22 and 33, 
were found to be in possession 
of cannabis and were issued 
with recorded police warning. 

�e driver of the vehicle, a 
man aged 21 was then arrested 
a�er failing a roadside drug 
test and subsequently a blood 
sample was taken for analysis.

Driver stopped
About 10.50pm on �ursday 
November 26, in Cossack 
Street, Lochgilphead, a vehicle 
was stopped and the 20-year-
old male driver arrested a�er 
failing a roadside drug test. 
Subsequently a blood sample 
was taken for analysis.

Speeding charge
About 6.10pm on Friday 
November 27, on the A83, near 
Lochgair, a 56-year-old motor-
ist was charged with exceeding 
the speed limit. A report will 
be submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.

Wall damaged
Between 7pm and 9pm on 
�ursday November 26, near 
Torbhlaren Farm, Kilmichael 
Glen, Lochgilphead, a wall was 
damaged a�er it was struck by 
a vehicle which failed to stop 
nor was the collision reported. 
Police are investigating.
z If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they can contact their local 
Police Station on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

MacLeod, pointing out the 
company’s work in the com-
munity involved schools and 
Kilmartin Museum.

Mrs MacLeod added that  
because it was a sand and 
gravel quarry – not rock –  no 
blasting took place but the 
issue of noise was ‘constantly 
under review’, with a pro-
gramme of ongoing works and 
maintenance to   make sure it 
stays within permitted levels, 
including sound ba�es and 
screening to reduce noise.

But objector Stef Burgon 
says noise from the quarry can 
now be heard inside Kilmartin 
Castle, which she and her 
partner opened as a B&B, 
jeopardising plans to invest 
£80,000 in the gardens next 
year to create a wildlife habitat 
and pop-up venue space to 
host cultural events. 

‘�ere is no way we can use 
our garden for guests now, so 
there is no sense injecting fur-
ther investment here,’ she said.

‘�e increased noise will also 
negatively e�ect the Kilmartin 
Museum, which expects 
to bring 44,000 visitors to 

Kilmartin Glen in its �rst year 
of opening a�er a £7million 
renovation – of which Argyll 
and Bute Council put forward 
£400,000.’

Ms Burgon, who has com-
plained to Environmental 
Health that the quarry is 
consistently breaking its new 
decibel limit, claims the noise 
has transformed Kilmartin 
from ‘a peaceful place to a 
noisy and irritating one’ and 
says it is ‘unbelievable’ the 
council has not considered the 
wider impact on the area.

She said a compromise was 
needed between the quarry 
and the village so everyone 

could get on with their lives 
and ‘live in harmony’.

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said the 
planning application ‘is being 
progressed, like all applica-
tions, in line with national 
regulations. Residents have 
the option of reviewing the 
proposals and giving their 
views online.’

Kilmartin Museum’s board 
of trustees is also among 
objectors, claiming the quar-
ry’s extension would have ‘a 
negative impact on mainland 
Scotland’s most important 
landscape’ that is worthy of 
World Heritage status.

Row over Kilmartin 
Glen quarry extension
Continued from page one

Kilmartin Castle B&B.

‘I know Mrs Rhodick 
feels strongly 
about this issue 
but the decisions have 
been taken’
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Fresh concerns have been 
raised with the Scottish 
Government over the future 
of the A83 at the Rest and Be 
� ankful.

On � ursday, Argyll and 
Bute Council passed an 
emergency motion to raise 
the ‘unacceptable’ issue 
directly with First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon, which won 
cross-party support.

It follows another week 
marked by heavy rain, clo-
sures, uncertainty and 60-mile 
long diversions for motorists.

� e back-up diversion route, 
the Old Military Road, was 
shut due to concerns about an 
‘unprecedented’ landslide.

� e warning from BEAR 
Scotland came a� er a huge 
amount of soil, mud and 
large boulders on the hillside 
became unstable a� er a string 

of landslips already this year. 
� e route through the highest 
part of the A83 has been 
closed in successive months of 
August, September, October 
and November, with months 
of winter still to run.

� e OMR eventually reo-
pened last Friday but will now 
only do so during daylight 
hours, between 9.30am and 
3.30pm, and entirely depend-
ent on safety inspections and 
dry weather.

� at is due to ongoing uncer-
tainty over a vast and shi� ing 
amount of debris above both 
routes which has seen ‘sentries 
and spotters’ put on duty to 
watch the vital 98-mile trunk 
road which links Tarbet with 
Campbeltown.

Round-the-clock time lapse 
cameras and markers have 
been put in position to capture 
any sudden shi�  in the terrain.

And despite progress this 
year towards � nding a mul-
ti-million pound alternative 

route,  the leader of Argyll and 
Bute Council warned that the 
permanent solution will not 
happen any time soon.

A virtual meeting of stake-
holders last week heard that 
any � x would require an 
extensive legal process to win 
the necessary permissions to 
do the works which may take 
� ve years alone – irrespective 
of the actual works to build 
any new road.

Council leader Robin 
Currie branded the situation 
‘utterly unacceptable and 
unsustainable’.

He said: ‘A long-term solu-
tion could take another 10 
years. It would be completely 
unreasonable to expect our 
communities to wait that long 
for action that works. Nothing 
except action that keeps the 
road open now is enough.’

Donald Cameron, opposition 
Conservative MSP for the 
Highland and Islands,   con-
demned what he called a ‘lack 

of action’ by the SNP during its 
13 years in power.

Mr Cameron fumed: ‘It is an 
inexcusable dereliction of duty 
on their part and will not be 
forgiven or forgotten by local 
people whose jobs and liveli-
hoods are being threatened by 
this on-going crisis.’

But Michael Russell, who 
steps down ahead of next year’s 
elections to Holyrood, said the 
problem was ‘the most di�  cult 
climate-related transport issue 
in Britain’, citing his own in-
volvement with issues concern 
the A83 over the years.

A Transport Scotland 
spokesperson said the Cabinet 
Secretary Michael Matheson 
had chaired the latest A83 
Taskforce meeting in August, 
and a follow-up stakeholder 
meeting was held virtually 
last week, adding: ‘� ere will 
be further opportunities to 
participate in the project as 
design work progresses in the 
coming months.’

Pressure growing 
to fi x A83 at Rest

by Ellis Butcher
ebutcher@obantimes.co.uk

Lochgilphead’s Christmas 
tree is spreading festive 
cheer thanks to team work 
from local businesses.

Volunteers from 
MacLeod Construction, 
Coille Haulage, George 
McNaughton and Son, and 
West Coast Motors got 
together at the weekend to 
put up a 30�  tree next to 
the town’s war memorial 
– with help from Coille's 
lorry-mounted crane.

Ardrishaig’s tree is due to 
go up this Saturday near the 

shoreline car park, hitching 
a handy li�  from tool hire 
company Melex loaning the 
equipment.

Both trees have been do-
nated by RDS Forestry.

Stevie McCormick of 
MacLeods said: ‘Getting the 
help of cranes to li�  the trees 
into the right spots this year 
was very much appreciated.  

‘� e teamwork is great, 
everyone’s pulled out all the 
stops to help spread a bit of 
festive cheer. � ank you to 
all.’

Oh Christmas tree!

Santa’s Helpers: Volunteers from Mid Argyll businesses 
got together to put up Lochgilphead’s Christmas tree.
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Jad Walker is building a rep-
utation for himself as a grand 
designer.

� e 11-year-old student 
impressed his teachers at 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus 
when he sent them a photo-
graph of a mini-replica he 
made of his school at home – 
out of cardboard. 

Now he can’t get enough of 
model-making   and is scaling 
up plans to make a second 
model of the campus – but this 
time big enough for people to 
go inside. Jad, who started S1 
in August and lives with his 
family at Kilmichael Glassary, 
is waiting to hear if there is 
any funding available to help 
him make a larger wooden 
version of it. He is hoping, if 
his design gets the thumbs-up 
and with the help of friends, 
that it might double up as a 

Greener and cleaner commu-
nities are among organisations 
being encouraged to bid for 
council funding in the New 
Year.

Argyll and Bute’s Supporting 
Communities Fund (SCF) 
opens on January 11, with 
changes to make it better 
for applicants and their 
neighbourhoods.

Grants of up to £2,500 for the 
voluntary sector, community 
councils and parent councils 
will be available with help of a 
criteria tick list.

� e council has sought 
feedback from previous years’ 
applicants to improve the 
help the fund gives and the 
process organisations have to 
go through � rst.

Resilient, greener and clean-
er and creative communities 
are all eligible to apply for 
SCF awards. In addition, ap-
plicants awarded funding will 
have more time to complete 
their project, extending the 
timespan to 18 months instead 
of 12. And the council will 
explore a fast track process for 

applications of less than £1,000 
for the � nancial year 2022/23

Good practice from funded 
projects in addressing inequal-
ities will also be reported to the 
council’s Equalities Forum for 
more help where appropriate.

One of the SCF’s previous 
successful bids came from 
Oban Youth Café to start up 
a new club for young people 
with support needs.

Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon, policy lead for com-
munity development, said: 
‘Local organisations do great 
work for their communities 
with the help of the council’s 
Supporting Communities 
Fund. We listened to what 
people told us and have made 
changes to ensure that funding 
continues to match commu-
nities’ needs and to support 
groups in turning funding into 
e� ective action.’

� e closing date for bids 
will be the end of March, with 
details of how to apply being 
released on the council’s web-
site and social media channels 
soon.

Jad’s grand designs 
on school campus

Jad Walker with his model of the Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Opportunity knocks 
for funding bids

shelter on a nature trail at Loch 
A’bharain. It took four weeks 
to make the � rst model, paying 
lots of attention to shape and 
detail. To get it right, Jad, who 
wants to study design and 
building at Argyll College 
when he is older, relied mostly 
on his memory and searching 
photographs of it from di� er-
ent angles online.

Taking pride of place in his 
bedroom, the model could 
be the start of something 
special, says his proud mum 
Hayat Walker. ‘Jad has always 
loved drawing but a year and 
a half ago he started showing 
a real interest in buildings and 
anything to do with design and 
architecture. He loved making 
the model and he’s hoping 
to get funding for a bigger 
wooden one so it can be used 
as a shelter or outdoor learning 
place,’ said Hayat. ‘He is a 
brilliant boy, I’m very proud of 
him,’ she added.

ARGYLL COUNTRY MARKET  
FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

Saturday 5th Campbeltown
Saturday 12th Lochgilphead

Lamb and Mutton producers will be back alongside new stalls, for the new 
season. Several charity fundraisers stalls. Charcuterie stall.

The Bible Society with baking stall. Ian Rutledge cheese maker
Thankyou for your continued support, and any more new stalls would be welcome.
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Health chiefs in Argyll and 
Bute may be forced to � nd 
tougher savings if existing 
ones do not progress faster, 
the council’s deputy leader has 
warned.

Councillor Gary Mulvaney, 
depute leader of Argyll and 
Bute Council, was speaking 
a� er the area’s health and 
social care partnership (HSCP) 
revealed a projected overspend 
of more than £2.5million at the 
end of the � nancial year.

� e � gure is pending the re-
ceipt of Scottish Government 
funding, but Councillor 
Mulvaney expressed fears 
that not enough savings op-
tions were being su�  ciently 
achieved.

Judy Orr, the HSCP’s head 
of � nance and transforma-
tion, said � nance committee 
members should see more 
progress at their next meeting 
in December.

Latest Covid � gures for the 
� nal week of November 
reveal there have been 
fewer than � ve new cases 
in the Greater Lochgilphe-
ad area.

This week Scotland’s 
� rst minister made no 
changes to the current 
tiered restrictions. Argyll 
and Bute will remain in 
tier two, while 11 councils, 
will stay in level four until 
December 11. Next week’s 
review of tier levels ‘will 
be more substantial’, Ms 
Sturgeon told a brie� ng 
on Tuesday. Across Argyll 
between November 22 
and 28, there were 61 
new positive cases. Out 
of a population of 3,657 
in Greater Lochgilphead, 
there was between one 
and four cases reported. 
Exact � gures are not given 
when the number is fewer 
than � ve so that anonym-
ity can be protected, says 
Public Health Scotland. 

In the same week there 
were also no new cases 
recorded in Knapdale or 
Mid Argyll.

‘Tougher health cuts’ worry as 
HSCP budget faces overspend

‘We need some 
reassurance of the 
� nancial recovery plan’

IJB member Councillor Gary 
Mulvaney. CONTACTUS

EMAIL US AT 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
T E L E P H O N E 
01546 602345

Argyll’s tier level 
stays the same

� e debate took place at a 
meeting of the HSCP’s inte-
gration joint board (IJB) on 
Wednesday November 25.

� e £2.5m projected over-
spend relates to the � gures 
as they were at the end of   
September with six months le�  
of the � nancial year to run for 
additional savings to be made.

Councillor Mulvaney, who 
is a member of the IJB, said: 
‘My concern is that there is 
still a gap there and how long 
do we give it to see if any of the 
Scottish Government money 
plugs the gap?

‘If it doesn’t, then our � nan-
cial recovery plan is not � t for 
purpose. It is the same things 

that are there – learning dis-
ability, older people, physical 
disability – all chunky sums 
of money at circa £500,000 
to £600,000. We need some 
reassurance of the � nancial 
recovery plan today, about 

what it is there to do. I know 
there are Covid-related issues 
but the worry is that we are 
heading towards the end of 
the � nancial year, with six 
months to go, with a potential 
overspend again. 

‘� at is deeply concerning to 
me. I have mentioned it before 
– our pace of deliverability is 
not quick enough. � at is the 
bottom line. Audit Scotland 
has picked up that the pace is 
not quick enough and if we 
cannot identify savings and 
deliver on what we have agreed 
as a board, that takes us into 
territory of looking for much 
tougher cuts.’

Council leader Robin Currie, 
attending his � rst IJB meeting 
in the role, added: ‘Here we are 
with a few months to the end of 
the � nancial year, with a pro-
jected overspend of more than 
£2m. To me, that is extremely 
worrying.’

Ms Orr said a meeting on 
Friday December 11 is likely to 
show further progress.

She said: ‘We have reviewed a 
lot of savings and the forecast 
is for more progress. 

‘Our service improvement of-
� cers have been in place since 
July and we have undertaken 
activity on delivery of savings. 
� ere is a lot of work under 
way which has not necessarily 
come through in the forecasts, 
but it will and we are con� dent 
it will continue for the rest of 
the year.’

ARGYLL & BUTE
CONSULTANTS LTD
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

ARGYLL & BUTE CONSULTANTS LIMITED IS AUTHORISED 
AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY

Growing, Protecting and 
Securing your Wealth

16 Hazelburn Business Park
Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6HA 
Tel: 01586 553777
iain.reid@a-bconsultants.co.uk
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Marine medics who rescued 
a seal with a � sh lure stuck 
in its mouth hope supporters 
will log on to their online 
Christmas wishlist to help 
keep up the good work.

Across Argyll so far this year 
there have been 24 rescues, 
almost double the number in 
2018, says Heidi Holland, the 
area co-ordinator for charity 
British Divers Marine Life 
Rescue (BDMLR).

� e Argyll team has 26 mem-
bers from all walks of life and 
wants to hear from anyone in-
terested in joining with a plan 
to run a training course next 
year so they are ready to help 
whales, dolphins, porpoise 
and other marine mammals. 

‘Despite our name, people 
don’t have to be divers to come 
and join us. We have had 24 
call-outs in Argyll so far this 

year, so we need as much sup-
port as we can get from people 
wanting to train up as medics 
and from people happy to help 
us fund-raise,’ added Heidi.

� e charity  has also created 
an Amazon wishlist where 
people can buy much-needed 
kit this Christmas from crates 
and carriers to collapsible 
buckets and hydration pipes 
and facemasks. Last month 

the charity was called to Oban 
a� er a seal was spotted on the 
beach with a bright pink � sh 
lure stuck in its mouth.

Wildlife photographer John 
Spiers, a member of Argyll 
Nature, spotted the distressed 
seal and raised the alarm.

BDMLR volunteers searched  
for the stricken seal, which 
had disappeared back into 
the water but was found later 

close to Oban Sailing Club. 
� e seal was taken to a vet to 
have the lure removed and be 
treated with antibiotics before 
being taken back to the sea and 
released. Mr Spiers was there 
with his camera: ‘It was a won-
derful moment to see it swim 
out; it was a great outcome. � e 
poor thing must’ve been in a 
lot of discomfort with the lure 

stuck in its mouth. You could 
tell it was poorly, it looked a bit 
thin,’ he said.

And Heidi added: ‘We think 
the seal was one of this year’s 
pups. If we hadn’t been able 
to carry out the rescue then 
it’s likely it would not have 
survived.’

To support Argyll’s branch of 
BDMLR go to bdmlr.org.uk

Marine medics’ wishlist 
will come to the rescue

This seal had a � sh lure stuck in its mouth. Without it being 
removed – before being released back into the wild, above, 
- it would likely not survive. Photograph: John Spiers, Argyll Nature.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.ukArgyll and Bute’s new 

provost has assured coun-
cillors and communities 
of his commitment to the 
post, which he described 
as ‘a privilege’.

David Kinniburgh, above, 
Helensburgh and Lomond 
South Conservative coun-
cillor, was voted in at a full 
meeting of the authority 
on Thursday November 
26. The post became 
vacant following the death 
on November 15 of Isle 
of Bute councillor Len 
Scoullar, who had served 
as provost since 2013. 
Councillor Kinniburgh 
said: ‘It is an absolute 
honour to be elected as 
provost although it comes 
in such sad circumstances 
following the passing of 
my friend and colleague 
Len Scoullar.’

Argyll and Bute 
has new provost

So that was 2020...
Interviews with top authors, actors & singers... 

James Cosmo talks fi shing & Father Christmas... 
Stuart Hogg on horse riding... Father of fantasy 
fi ction.. Wonderful world of owls... SF Quiz of 
the Year... Recipes from The Seafood Shack...

January issue

Exclusive 
So that was 
2020 feature



FROM JANUARY 1 2021 the 
way the UK trades with the 
EU will change. Businesses 
need to act now!

This is true for retail, 
those trading in consumer 
goods, services and 
investment, construction 
and housing as well as 
vehicle and haulier fi rms.

The UK Government has 
put a ra�  of measures in 
place for all fi rms across 
England, Scotland and 
Wales.

Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster Michael Gove 
said: “We are leaving the 
EU single market and 
customs union. This will 
bring both new challenges 
and new opportunities for 
businesses. We recognise 
this is a challenging time 
for everyone. We are 
determined to support 

businesses to be ready for 1 
January 2021 and beyond.”

These are actions to take 
now...
�� �Selling goods to the EU? 
Prepare for new customs 
procedures.
�� � Travelling to the EU 
for work purposes? Check 
if you need a visa or work 
permit, and apply if 
necessary.
�� � Employing overseas 
nationals? Prepare 
your business for the 
implementation of the new 
immigration system.

�� � Receiving personal data 
from contacts in the EEA? 
You may need to take extra 
steps to ensure that data 
can continue to fl ow legally 
at the end of the transition 
period.
�� � Providing services 
in the EU? Ensure 
your qualifi cations 
are recognised by EU 
regulations to be able to 
practice or service clients in 
the EU. 

Get set now to do business when the UK’s 
trading with the EU changes on January 1

KEY CONTACTS

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE UK GOVERNMENT       

‘Businesses must prepare for the end of the UK 
transition period in a planned and coordinated way’

Procurement expert Laura Hobbs has led 
the way for the construction industry 

to prepare for the end of the UK 
transition period. Laura is the UK 

and Ireland One Procurement 
Programme Lead at Royal 

BAM Group, which is among 
the biggest construction 

fi rms covering England, 
Wales and Scotland. She 
said: “We have created a 
snapshot to give a clear 
picture for the industry 
where we believe pinch 

points are.” Laura explained: “I decided 
to pull my peers together, all the other 
main contractors that are part of the 
Construction Senior Leaders Group 
which I chair. We decided to write one set 
of questions for the end of UK transition 
and also share the workload – to go to all 
those diff erent product categories key to 
construction.

“As main contractors we deal a lot with 
sub-contractors so we need to ensure 
the message gets further into the supply 
chain.”

The Construction Senior Leaders 

Group also includes representatives 
from Skanska, Costain, Murphys, Laing 
O’Rourke, housebuilders Berkeley and 
clients including Highways UK and Clarion 
Housing Group.

Manufacturers are employing new 
customs experts to help them get in 
position for the new start, creating more 
strategic programmes to negate any 
currency fl uctuations.

Laura worked with Build UK, receiving 
useful information around imports and 
exports from the UK Government.

“Information is the key and 

preparation is essential. The 
organisations we work with have been 
preparing for this for a long time so they 
are on their fi nal rehearsal now.

“To be able to give your own business 
the comfort you are going into this in a 
planned, coordinated way, it is key for 
people to start the exercise sooner rather 
than later,” stressed Laura.

She said the new start will bring 
opportunities to invest in the UK supply 
chain. “We always see the positives 
and, defi nitely for the UK, there are 
opportunities coming.”

�Make sure you’re ready gov.uk/transition 
�Data protection and transfers gov.uk/guidance/using-personal-data-
after-brexit
� EU and EEA countries gov.uk/eu-eea

NEW CHALLENGE: If you are selling goods to the EU, prepare for new customs procedures.
� This article is part of a paid-for 
Partnership with the UK Government

LEADING THE WAY: Laura Hobbs
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Stamp your support
Sir
Christmas is coming and soon you’ll be getting 
Christmas cards in the post. But what are you 
going to do with all those used stamps?

� e Bone Cancer Research Trust has the an-
swer… � e Bone Cancer Research Trust Stamp 
Appeal.

Getting involved could not be easier. All you 
need to do is save your used stamps or horizon 
labels from the UK or overseas. 

If you are a business, shop or public service 
you could even have a collection box for people 
to drop o�  their stamps. 

Your stamps will be recycled and turned into 
lifesaving funds.

Primary bone cancer can occur at any age, but 
a� ects mostly children, teenagers, young adults 
and the elderly. 

Every 10 minutes, somewhere in the world, 
someone is diagnosed with primary bone 
cancer.

Collecting used stamps is a simple way to 
make a huge di� erence. 

You can order a free Stamp Appeal pack today 
by visiting: www.bcrt.org.uk/stamps or join 
their Facebook group: Bone Cancer Research 
Trust Stamp Appeal.

Please send your used stamps to BCRT Stamp 
Appeal, 20 Bowers Road, Ben� eet, Essex, 
England, SS7 5PZ.

� ank you for your time and consideration in 
this urgent appeal. Until there’s a cure...

Terri Bush, volunteer Stamp Appeal 
coordinator, Bone Cancer Research Trust.

Support for those mourning 
loss of pet
National pet charity Blue Cross was concerned 
to hear the recent O�  ce for National Statistics 
� gures which suggested the week a� er the 
clocks went back saw Britain’s highest levels of 
acute loneliness in the pandemic.

We know many people may have lost a pet this 
year and for some their four-legged companion 
may have been their only companion. 

We want to remind people that our pet be-
reavement support service is here to help those 
who are grieving the loss of a pet.

People can contact our free and con� dential 
support line on 0800 096 6606 or email pbss-
mail@bluecross.org.uk for advice and support.

Diane James, Pet Bereavement Support 
Service manager, Blue Cross.

Prayer can help with fear and 
anxiety
We know there are many people having a really 
di�  cult time during this pandemic who are suf-
fering from anxiety, fear, despair, depression, 
etc. 

Might I suggest that there is only one sure an-
tidote to this situation and that is PRAYER – it 
can do wonders!

� e person who prays sincerely from the heart 
will encounter an inner peace, even joy.  

� at person does not have to be ‘religious’ or 
of a certain religion, it can be anyone. 

 We are all God’s children because he created 

each one of us individually and if anyone who 
seeks him sincerely and humbly in prayer, God 
will answer that person who will experience ‘the 
peace that is beyond all human understanding’ 
which, of course, is God coming to live in their 
heart.

You may not believe me but I can assure you 
prayer works. Even if you are a non-believer or 
one who doubts in the existence of God, you can 
always say ‘God if you are there please, please 
come and help me’.

Give it a go and not only will it give you relief 
from boredom and loneliness when you pray 
but numerous other bene� ts will accrue – and, 
of course, dipping into a Bible will enrich your 
prayer enormously.

Calum MacFarlane-Barrow, Dalmally.

Nominate someone special 
for the WellChild Awards
As an ambassador for WellChild, the national 
charity for seriously ill children, I would like 
to appeal to your readers to give a brave and 
special young person in your area the credit 
they deserve by nominating them for the 2021 
WellChild Awards – I think we all need a boost 
of positive news to get us through a tough time! 

At the WellChild Awards 2021, in association 
with GSK, we will be paying a public tribute to 
some of the UK’s very special children, young 
people and caring professionals. And I know 
there must be many worthy nominees in your 
area whose courage, inspirational qualities and 
bravery in the face of adversity mean they de-

Rumbles divide opinion 
over quarry extension bid
Disquiet over plans to extend excavations 
at a sand and gravel quarry in historic 
Kilmartin is rumbling on.

It seems that upset over Argyll and Bute 
Council allowing the quarry to up its noise 
level, without villagers and others having a 
say, could be at the heart of this unharmo-
nious matter.

Now that a bid has been put in to laterally 
extend the quarry, those who may have felt 
denied of the opportunity to have input 
on the noise level increasing are making a 
noise of their own by objecting to the ap-
plication by Lochgilphead-based MacLeod 
Construction Limited.

With almost 50 objections and about 70 
letters of support submitted to planners, this 
planning application is dividing opinion.

On one side, some fear any go ahead could 
seriously stop the area ful� lling its vision of 
becoming a world-class destination, stunt-
ing potential for tourism growth and jobs 
linked to that by putting o�  visitors with 
noise, tra�  c and a heavy carbon-footprint.

MacLeod makes its case that it already 
supports hundreds of jobs across Argyll 
and warns there could be redundancies if 
the application is turned down.

Surely harmony is worth digging for here 
– if compromises can be found.

Unit 6 Snipefield 
Industrial Estate
AVAILABLE 

FOR LET
approx 3,000 sq ft 

exceptional office space.
Contact 01586 553173 or 

07920 427163
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� e Editor welcomes letters and 
emails for publication, however 
we reserves the right to shorten, 
amend or refuse to print them. 
Names and addresses MUST be 
supplied to indicate good faith, 
although details can be withheld 
from publication. Phone 
numbers, if available, should be 
included. Anonymous letters 
will not be considered.  Please 
write to: Letters, � e Argyllshire 
Advertiser 44 Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead PA31 8NB. 
Email editor@
argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

What a magical moonlit scene we have this week as 
our featured photograph. Louise Macphail sent us this 
image, taken last week at Argyll Holidays’ Drimsynie 
Holiday Village in Lochgoilhead. 

‘� ere was no � lter in this photograph, just an iPhone,’ 
said Louise.
 Send your favourite photographs for publication 

to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

serve their moment to shine.  So many families 
have felt forgotten during Covid-19, through the 
WellChild Awards it is time to hear their stories, 
shine a light on the challenges they have faced 
and recognise their strength and resilience. We 
also hope that it will bring some much-needed 
hope and positivity to their lives. 

We are looking for inspirational children and 
young people who have de� ed the odds in the 
face of serious illness and the sel� ess nurses, 
doctors, brothers, sisters and friends who help 
care for them. � is is your opportunity to give 
them the recognition they deserve. 

I am proud to be a long-standing ambas-
sador for WellChild and I have presented the 
WellChild Awards many times alongside � e 
Duke of Sussex and a host of celebrity guests. 

� e awards are a truly magical experience for 
the winners who have an evening they will nev-
er forget. I have seen for myself the wonderful 
boost that they bring to the winners and nom-
inees, many of whom are living with serious 
illnesses. In this of all years that’s something 
they really need. 

Nominations for the 2021 WellChild Awards 
close on Monday December 14 at noon. � e 
details of how to nominate them can be found 
at www.wellchild.org.uk/awards or call 01242 
530007.  

� e winners will be invited along with their 
nominator to attend the WellChild Awards 
ceremony in 2021, where I will be among the 
celebrity guests and supporters to congratulate 
them personally.  

Gaby Roslin, WellChild Ambassador 

The gift of a good book
New survey reveals importance of reading in times of stress
Scottish Book Trust, the 
national charity changing lives 
through reading and writing, 
has launched a Christmas fund-
raising appeal to give books to 
families in need.

Many families will be strug-
gling this Christmas, with 
demand for food banks in 
Scotland more than doubling 
during lockdown and set to rise. 
Scottish Book Trust’s appeal 
aims to bring some comfort and 
togetherness over the festive 
season by giving books to fam-
ilies who are depending food 
banks and community hubs. 

A new survey1, run by the 
charity during lockdown, has 

revealed 92% of respondents 
agreed that reading is important 
to them in times of stress or 
anxiety. Reading made people 
feel less isolated (64%) and 98% 
agreed that reading supports 
their wellbeing. Nine out of ten 
respondents also said reasons 
for reading in lockdown were 
to escape, relax and that it 
made them happy. � ey also 
highlighted reading to escape as 
a child when they were in di�  -
cult situations, or to cope with 
mental health issues as an adult. 

Marc Lambert, CEO Scottish 
Book Trust, commented: “We 
know many families across 
Scotland are facing extremely 

di�  cult circumstances.  Our 
new research has really under-
lined the di� erence that having 
access to books and stories 
makes, including family bond-
ing, a sense of escapism and 
improving mental health and 
wellbeing. � is appeal aims to 
spread some joy and bring calm 
and togetherness for families at 
a time of ever increasing need.  
Everyone deserves a little bit of 
magic at Christmas so please do 
donate £5 if you can.”

Research2 has also shown fam-
ilies with children are being hit 
hardest, with a 95% increase in 
food parcels given to households 
with kids during the pandemic. 

Scottish Book Trust is working 
with food banks and commu-
nity hubs across Scotland to 
reach as many families in need 
as possible. 

A number of publishers are 
also supporting the appeal with 
donations of books from Simon 
& Schuster, Walker Books, Nosy 
Crow, Collins, Egmont, Harper 
Collins and author Cat Cubie.

For further information on 
how to support Scottish Book 
Trust’s Christmas Book Appeal, 
please visit scottishbooktrust.
com/ChristmasAppeal

Advertorial

Clockwise from top left: Sue O’Neill-Berest, Cyrenians Service 
Manager for Food Education at FareShare, Leith; Lynne Collie, 
Cyrenians FareShare Service Manager; Scottish Book Trust 
CEO Marc Lambert and Fundraising Manager Victoria Sampson.

Sources:
1 Scottish Book Trust. (2020). Reading in Scotland.
2 Heriot-Watt University and the National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research
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Heather Thomas-Smith runs 
Heathery Heights, a walking 
company based in Lochgil-
phead, o� ering a bespoke 
guided walking service, from 
holiday explorations and 
wild forays to long distance 
challenges or fun navigation 
days. She has trekked 
throughout the world but 
now lives in Argyll.

Stepping back in time to an ancient fort on Dun Skeig

The dun at Dun Skeig. 

Dun Skeig and 
Dunskeig Bay 
� e paths chosen for this walk 
have been well trodden over 
the years, the ancient fort and 
duns harking back to another 
age, the vitri� ed rocks tiny 
pieces in a jigsaw that tells the 
story of this land.

� e village of Clachan – place 
of stones – has a rich history. 
Sir William Mackinnon of 
Campbeltown, who became 
a famed shipping magnate in 
the mid-18th century, owned 
nearby Balinakill House and 
was buried here.

� e church, rebuilt around 
1760, has several carved medi-
eval stones of note and the area 

is rich with standing stones 
and ancient remains. A second 
church, built with the aid of Sir 
William and now converted, 
is situated nearby and an old 
lime kiln can be found in the 
village north of the burn.

In winter, the paths may 
be wet and muddy but the 
windswept peace of Dun 
Skeig makes for a fascinating 
walk with the sun low on the 
horizon creating magic on the 
waves.

 From the village centre 
head north over the bridge, 
following the minor road for 
500m. � e route leads uphill 
passing a minor track on the 
right and the lane to Dunskeig 
Farm on the le� . � e road 
bears right and comes to a 
walled track on the le� , oppo-
site a couple of houses.

 Turn le�  into this. A� er 
300m there is a gate. Continue 
and, as gradually climbing, 
Dun Skeig will come into view 
on the le� . A further 250m will 
take walkers to the crest of a 
rocky rise and views up West 
Loch Tarbert. 

A� er dropping down slightly 

a rusty gate is reached on the 
le� . Climb/step over this with 
care. It is secured with barbed 
wire.

 A faint path wends its way 
up to the fort. A� er passing 
through what would have been 
the outer walls of the older 
oval fort, the steep slopes lead 
directly to the entrance of the 
northern Dun. � is is well 
preserved. It is likely its stone 
was taken from the vitri� ed 
Dun just to the south beyond 
the trig point. Catching the 
wind from the southwest, the 
exposure can be keenly felt in 
winter but the summit of Dun 
Skeig commands amazing 
views to the south, west and 
north.

 Return down the faint 
path and back over the rusty 
gate. Turn le�  and continue 
down the walled route through 
woodland. A haven for wild-
life, the way is sheltered from 
the winds above. � e track 
is diverted from that on the 
map when reaching a gate but 
is signposted to go down past 
pretty birch copses by the side 
of a fence. � e track re-joins 

those on the map a� er a second 
gate. Turn le�  then immediate-
ly right down to the cottage at 
Portachoillean.

 Ahead lies the jetty but 
the main route now turns le�  
through a gate and continues 
for more than a kilometre. 
Initially the ground is dry 
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Stepping back in time to an ancient fort on Dun Skeig
� e described route and information are to be used as a guide and 
do not replace the use of map and compass and the skills required to 
use them. Whilst every e� ort is made to ensure the route is accurate 
at the time of going to print, please be aware track and path closures 
can happen at any time. All walks are undertaken at walkers’ own 
risk. Adhere to current guidelines as set out by the government, ex-

ercise responsibly and use appropriate clothing and equipment for the 
chosen outdoor activity. Inform a contact about  route/whereabouts. 
Don’t forget a phone, snacks, drink, any medication/� rst aid supplies 
needed and to check weather conditions. Most walks are dog friendly 
but please keep dogs under close control, especially around livestock 
and wildlife. Please follow the Scottish Outdoor Access Code.

Nothing replaces the need for  a map, compass and skills to use them

A map of the route from Clachan.

Route: Dun Skeig and Dunskeig Bay from Clachan
Distance: 6.7km (four miles)
Ascent: 200m
Time: 2 – 2.5 hours walking - add time to explore
Terrain: tracks, road and rough pathless terrain; uneven, 
steep and muddy
Map/s: OS Landranger 62 (1:50 000)
OS Explorer 357 (1:25 000)
Start/� nish/parking: village centre. Space may be 
available by the village hall)
Grid reference: NR765561
Public transport: Bus route 449, 926
Toilets: No

Light and shade 
from the top of 
Dun Skeig. 

enough but a� er passing 
through a further gate it can be 
very wet; wellies are useful. To 
the right, the rocky shore o� en 
beckons for photographs look-
ing over to Knapdale and Jura. 
Look out for otter, cormorant 
and gulls toying with the wind. 

 Veering south, the track 
reaches a gate with a sheep pen 
and small holiday cabin ahead. 
Turn right before the gate and 
a small track will lead to the 
Dunskeig Bay. Although this 
can be a popular spot to sun-
bathe and paddle in summer, it 
is quite di� erent when the sun 

lies low in southern skies and 
gales send breakers towards its 
shores. Beyond, light may play 
amongst the clouds over Gigha 
and Jura, creating jewels on the 
restless seas.

 Continue along the beach 
until reaching the Clachan 
Burn. A path will now lead le�  
away from the sea and back 
towards Clachan following the 
burn. 

It brie� y joins the track a� er 
passing through a gate before 
veering o�  right and following 
the burn through � elds back to 
the village centre.
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Just before Scotland’s Covid 
tier system was introduced last 
month, Hilary Bosher visited 
Argyll.

She spent time in Kintyre 
and Mid Argyll and such was 
the impression the region le�  
on her that she contacted the 
Argyllshire Advertiser about it 
and sent in some photographs 
from her Argyll adventure.

Quite simply, she fell in love 
with the area.

Hilary, from West Lothian, 
arrived for a three-night stay 
at Tarbert’s Stone� eld Castle 
Hotel. 

‘I felt I needed to escape,’ she 
explained. ‘I saw the beautiful 
photos of the castle hotel and 
scenery and made an on-the-
spot decision to book it and 
just go.

‘Wow, what a gem of a place 
that is.’

Now in her 60s, Hilary had 
not been to the area since a 
brief sailing visit when she was 
in her 20s. 

She explored the Crinan 
Canal, visited Tarbert Castle, 
went to Skipness and Crinan, 
found evidence of beavers 

at the Argyll Beaver Centre 
at Barrandaimh and went 
shopping in Tarbert where she 
described the shopkeepers as ‘a 
friendly and helpful bunch’.

‘What an amazing three 

nights and days it was,’ Hilary 
added. ‘I travelled by car and 
came home via the Rest and be 
� ankful road. Quite an expe-
rience seeing all the landslides 
nearby.

‘I went home with wonderful 
memories and I hope I will 
be back again in spring when, 
� nally, we are out of lockdown 
again. 

‘I loved it so much.’

Hilary falls in love with Argyll

Tarbert harbour at twilight.

Sunrise from the Stone� eld Castle Hotel dining room. 

Looking towards Arran from the Skipness road.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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Learning links with a distillery 
on Islay and the seas around 
Hawaii have earned two island 
schools top marks for learning.

Bowmore and Port Ellen 
primary schools on Islay are 
among 19 places of education 
which have been awarded with 
a STEM (Science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) 
Nation Award, announced by 
Education Scotland.

To get the award status, 
Bowmore Primary School has 
been looking at tackling gen-
der stereotypes and promoting 
equality in relation to STEM, 
while Port Ellen Primary 
School has marine biology 
links with Orkney, Hawaii and 
the Maldives. 

Both schools are working 
together on a distillery project 
that is rooted in the heart of 
Islay’s economy and traditions.

Validators for the STEM 
Nation Award praised both 

schools for how they have em-
braced partnerships in their 
community, across Scotland 
and beyond.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
policy lead for education, 
Councillor Yvonne McNeilly, 
said: ‘In Argyll and Bute 
we have a track record for 
excellence in STEM learning 
experiences in our schools. 

‘With key sectors that 
include creative industries, 
aquaculture and renewable en-
ergy, it’s important our young 
people are well-equipped with 
skills our economy needs for 
the future – either at home or 
further a�eld.

‘So congratulations to Port 
Ellen and Bowmore primaries, 
and good luck to North Bute 
primary, which I know has 
just completed the �rst step in 
achieving this award.’

In September 2019, 
Education Scotland launched 

the STEM Nation Award pro-
gramme as a pilot to promote 
and build on the learning of 
those subjects and since then 
more than 70 schools and early 
learning and childcare settings 
countrywide have got involved 
in the award.

To get the award, the schools 
had to look at how STEM 
worked in their classrooms, 
identify the best bits then 
look for ways to develop it 
before presenting that in-
formation to a panel backed 
up with improvement plans, 
photographs, video links and 
examples of engagement with 
partners and the school com-
munity through social media. 

�e �nal stage of the process 
concluded with virtual valida-
tion conversations.

Education Scotland’s 
Strategic Director Alan 
Armstrong said: ‘�roughout 
the STEM Nation Award pilot, 

we have seen an inspiring 
breadth of STEM learning 
experiences across Scotland, 
with pupils developing 21st 
century skills.

‘Education Scotland is de-
lighted to award the full STEM 
Nation Award to Bowmore 
Primary School and Port Ellen 
Primary School in Argyll and 
Bute. 

‘Both schools have demon-
strated rich, engaging and 
varied STEM experiences for 
learners.’

And Science Minister 
Richard Lochhead said: ‘�e 
e�orts of those schools to o�er 
pupils the chance to develop 
skills and awareness of STEM 
subjects will open up fantastic 
career opportunities to them 
and help to make sure that 
the workforce of the future is 
equipped to protect Scotland’s 
reputation as a true science 
and technology nation.’

Learning about biodiversity at Port Ellen Primary School.

Award puts schools at 
top of the STEM class

Port Ellen’s Early Learning Centre enjoying an outdoor 
lesson on the seashore. 
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Science matters
DOROTHY H CRAWFORD

Have you ever wondered why 
moths have hairy bodies while 
butter� ies don’t?

Scientists at Bristol University 
have recently researched this 
question and come up with an 
intriguing answer (*).

� e bodies and wings of but-
ter� ies and moths are covered 
in scales, but on a moth’s tho-
rax these scales are elongated 
to resemble hairs. 

How do moths outwit bats?

Moths have developed di� ering strategies to avoid hunting 
bats. Photograph: Barracuda1983.

The oak beauty moth, with hairy thorax. Photo: Olaf Leillinger

Why? Because this modi� ca-
tion e� ectively protects moths 
from becoming bat-fodder.

Butter� ies are active during 
the day but moths are mostly 

nocturnal. And under the 
night sky, moths make a tasty 
meal for insectivorous bats. 

� ese tiny mammals detect 
their prey by echo-location, 
a method of hunting that 
involves emitting repeated 
ultrasonic squeaks, generally 
with a dominant frequency 
range of 20-60 kilohertz (kHz). 
� eir prey is then located from 
the direction of the returning 
echoes.

Moths have evolved various 
mechanisms to evade these 
predators. Some have devel-
oped ears that detect bat echo-
location calls, allowing them to 
take evasive action, but others, 
the earless moths, have to rely 
on passive defences – so-called 
acoustic camou� age – that is, 
their hairy thoraces.

Comparing tomographic 
echo images from two species 
of earless moths with two spe-

cies of diurnal butter� ies, the 
Bristol scientists found very 
little e� ect on the ultrasound 
echoes from the thin layer of 
thoracic scales of butter� ies. 

In contrast, the hair-like 
scales covering moth thoraces 
absorbed around 67 per cent of 
the ultrasonic sound energy in 
the broadband 20-160 kHz. 

� is provides clear protec-
tion from hunting bats and 
consequently is a signi� cant 
survival advantage.

Addressing the mechanisms 
behind the ultrasound 
reduction achieved by moth 
thoraces, the scientists found 
that the hair-like scales form 
a connected network of air 
pockets, which act as porous 
ultrasound absorbers. 

Sound waves entering the 
network cause air molecules 
in the pockets to vibrate, 
thereby dissipating energy 

and reducing echo re� ection. 
� e overall arrangement and 
microstructure of hair-like 
moth scales closely resembles 
man-made � brous materials 
designed to absorb sound but, 
interestingly, the Bristol team 
showed that the moth scales 

have a considerably higher ab-
sorption capacity. So perhaps 
we could learn lessons from 
these small hairy creatures.

* J. R. Soc. Interface 17: 
20190692 (2020).
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�e coronavirus pandemic 
is estimated to have caused 
a £159 million year-on-year 
drop in tourism revenue in 
Argyll and Bute during the 
�rst six months of 2020.

A new report also reveals 
that for the �rst eight months 
of 2020, the number of tourists 
visiting the area plunged by 89 
per cent on the same period 
last year.

Other �gures show the 
number of tourists visiting 
from December 2019 to June 
2020 was just seven per cent 
of Argyll and Bute Council’s 
target. �e stark numbers 
were in a report due to be 
considered by the authority’s 
environment, development 
and infrastructure committee 
at its Skype meeting yesterday, 
December 3.

Information has been gath-
ered from the Mo�at Centre, 
a consultancy and research 

BEAR Scotland is primed 
to tackle whatever adverse 
weather conditions a�ect 
the trunk road network in 
the north of Scotland.

A total of 94 winter 
vehicles, including several 
newly-named spreaders, 
will treat the trunk roads. 
‘Gonnae Snow Dae That’, 
‘Sled Zepplin’ and ‘William 
Wall-ice’, among others, 
are some of the largest 
spreaders operating in the 
UK. 

More than 180 vehicles 
and 57,500 tonnes of salt 
will help keep 2,016kms 
of trunk roads as clear as 
possible throughout the 

winter. Central to BEAR 
Scotland’s winter strategy is 
its 24/7 winter control room 
which analyses detailed 
weather forecasts and road 
temperatures to ensure 
treatments are carried out 
as necessary. Iain Murray, 
BEAR Scotland’s Managing 
Director, said: ‘We remind 
members of the public to 
play their part this winter 
and ensure their vehicles 
are well maintained, pay 
close attention to local 
and national media to help 
plan ahead and check with 
Tra�c Scotland for the 
latest journey information 
before setting out.’

Argyll and Bute tourism 
hit by £159 million loss

BEAR Scotland gears up to tackle 
winter weather on trunk roads

BEAR Scotland’s new winter vehicles join existing 
favourites ‘For Your Ice Only’, ‘Sir Andy Flurry‘ and 
‘Gritty Gritty Bang Bang’.

Tarbert Castle is 
a popular tourist 
destination

facility for travel and tour-
ism at Glasgow Caledonian 
University.

�e council report says: ‘It 
is recognised that there has 
been a substantial decline in 
tourism numbers due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. �e latest 
visitor attraction report from 
the Mo�at Centre showed 

there were 33,243 visitors to at-
tractions in Argyll and Bute in 
August, compared to 218,618 
recorded in August 2019, down 
85 per cent. Comparing the 
period January to August 2020 
to the previous year, there has 
been a decrease in visitors of 
89 per cent. Although interest 
in campervan touring and 

informal camping has been 
steadily rising over recent 
years, search data from Google 
Trends shows a considerable 
spike in searches relating to 
campervans and motorhomes 
in the UK, which has peaked in 
popularity in 2020. �e search 
terms were roughly double 
those of 2016.

‘STEAM (Scarborough 
Tourism Economic Activity 
Monitor) data estimated a 71 
per cent drop in visitor num-
bers as a whole for the �rst six 
months of 2020 compared to 
the same period in 2019.

‘In terms of total economic 
impact, direct and indirect, 
Argyll and Bute had lost 
approximately £159m for the 
same time period when com-
pared to 2019.’

Data shows visitor numbers 
from December to June were 
at 24,195 against a target of 
328,593.
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An Islay guest house op-
erator has been named the 
new vice-chairwoman of 
Argyll and �e Isles Tourism 
Cooperative (AITC) following 
the group’s AGM.

Emma Clark joins Iain 
Jurgensen from Portavadie, 
who will continue for a 
further year as chairman, 
in leading the group, which 
is a strategic destination 
management organisation 
which works at all levels to 
promote the area as a ‘must 
visit’ destination to domestic 
and overseas markets.

�e online meeting on 
November 24 gave an update 
on the team’s activity over the 
last year but focused on the 
future, and the importance 
of collaborative working 
for a phased programme of 
recovery.

Emma, who was ‘delighted’ 
to accept the invitation to sit as 
vice-chairwoman, is picking 

up the cause for tourism on 
Argyll’s 23 inhabited islands, 
with a ‘very strong’ focus on 
collaboration.

She said: ‘Along with my 
colleagues within AITC, I 
look forward to ensuring that 
Argyll and the Isles are seen 

as leading the way as a desti-
nation and, more importantly, 
used as an example of how 
successful collaborative work 
can break down any barriers 
to successfully trading and 
welcoming visitors by our 
industry colleagues.

‘My goal is to ensure this 
is done by working together 
with each geographical area 
within Argyll so no-one is le� 
behind and we all get the same 
amazing opportunities that 
we are already seeing for 2021 
through the work of AITC.

‘I look forward to working 
with Iain and the team and, 
in turn, all our members and 
future members of AITC to 
ensure the future is bright for 
us all.’

Iain said: ‘�e AITC board is 
delighted to welcome Emma to 
the role of vice-chairwoman. 

‘Emma is the owner and op-
erator of the multi-award-win-
ning Glenegedale House, 

along with husband Graeme, 
on the Isle of Islay. She has 
been a director on the AITC 
board, representing Islay and 
Jura, for more than two years.

‘Emma brings with her 
immense enthusiasm and a 
passion for tourism, along 
with her unwavering entre-
preneurial and innovative 
approach which will certainly 
be an asset to AITC. 

‘I look forward to working 
closely with Emma and the 
other members of the execu-
tive team of AITC, which in-
cludes �nance director Gavin 
Dick, and Calum Ross of Loch 
Melfort Hotel.

‘�e board remains com-
mitted to rising to the oppor-
tunities and challenges ahead 
as the tourism sector looks 
to survive and recover from 
the pandemic and ensure that 
Argyll and the Isles continues 
to be positioned as a destina-
tion of choice for visitors.’

�e Covid-19 Relief Appeal for 
PS Waverley, the world’s last 
seagoing paddle steamer, has 
now exceeded £130,000 – but 
is still nearly a quarter of a 
million pounds short.

�e appeal must raise more 
than £500,000, with a target of 
£350,000 from individuals.

Other sources of funding 
are being pursued but winter 
maintenance work is under-
way with insu�cient funds to 
complete it.

Waverley’s general manager 
Paul Semple said: ‘I am delight-
ed with the positive response 
and the support Waverley is 
once again receiving from so 
many people. �e success of 
our Covid-19 Appeal is vital 

if we are to survive the winter 
and sail Waverley in summer 
2021. �e impact of Covid 
denied us the opportunity to 
sail Waverley for a full season 
on the Firth of Clyde and 
around other areas of the UK. 
When the ship did sail this 
year, passenger numbers were 
strictly limited to under 30 
per cent capacity resulting in a 
dramatic reduction in income.’

Waverley returned to service 
for two weeks in late August. 
Following heavy contact with 
the pier at Brodick Waverley 
will receive a new bow, the 
cost of which will be met by 
insurance and not from funds 
raised through the Covid-19 
Relief Appeal.

Emma named as new 
AITC vice-chairwoman

Emma Clark, the new 
vice-chairwoman at Argyll 
and The Isles Tourism 
Cooperative. 

Waverley’s Covid-19 
appeal tops £130,000

PS Waverley photographed in Campbeltown Loch during a 
previous excursion.
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Financial advice made personal

sometimes sensitive. So it’s reassuring to know that there’s someone 
 

goals and realise your dreams.

We offer a friendly and approachable service, backed by the strength and 
security of FTSE 100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth Management;  
and being local means we’re here to help whenever you need us.

Please do get in touch for a chat.
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Around the markets
United Auctions, Oban, Tuesday November 
24, sold 1,484 sheep of all classes. Lambs aver-
aged £52.69 (+£12.27). �is end of season sale for 
lambs and sheep ended on a high note when all 
classes were keenly bid for.

Lambs – Su�X - £80.00, Salum, Tiree; £78.00, 
£70.50, Ardlarach; £61.00, Salum Tiree; £60.00, 
Balvicar Farm. TexX - £81.00, Keil Duror; 
£75.50, £75.00, Ardlarach; £74.00, Balliemore; 
£74.00, £72.50, £70.00, Ardlarach. Chev - £71.50, 
£65.00, Shenavallie; £61.00, Scoor; £61.00, 
Caddleton. Cross - £76.00, Salum Tiree; £76.00, 

Achalic; £74.50, Salum; £71.50, Kiel Ardgour; 
£68.00, Scammadale Farm; £61.50, Glebe; 
£61.00, Kilbride. Mule - £63.00, Fiart. BF - 
£65.00, Kilbride; £63.00, Inernahyle; £58.00, 
Fiart; £54.00, Kilbride.

Gimmers – Cross - £72.00, Salum Tiree.
Ewes – Su�X - £50.00, 60 Tangasdale. TexX - 

£80.00, Achnacone. Chev - £50.00, Ardnacross; 
£50.00, Scoor. Cross – £50.00, Achnacone. Mule 
- £52.00, Achnacree Beag. BF - £42.00, Salum 
Tiree.

Wedders – BF - £60.00, Cranich, Mull.

NFU Mutual sta� are running 
an active fundraiser from 
December 1 to 21 to raise 
money for foodbanks across 
Scotland.

�e challenge sees sta� run, 
walk or cycle to contribute 
to the team goal of covering 

the distance between NFU 
Mutual’s 32 agencies in 
Scotland – approximately 1,600 
miles. �e team is aiming to 
raise £6,000 and has collected 
£3,075 so far. Donations close 
on December 11.

�e �nal �gure will be do-

Simon Taylor, NFU Mutual, has been getting on his bike for 
the active fundraiser.

NFU staff turn miles into food
nated to foodbanks across the 
country, helping each centre to 
provide emergency food and 
support to people locked in 
poverty, feed those who have 
struggled considerably as a 
result of the pandemic and give 
something back in the lead up 

to Christmas, a particularly 
di�cult time for so many. �e 
fundraising has been sup-
ported by an additional £250 
donation from NFU Mutual’s 
Community Giving Fund, set 
up in 2005 to support causes 
in communities where NFU 
Mutual sta� and agents live 
and work.

Mark McBrearty, NFU 
Mutual regional manager in 
Scotland, said: ‘�e pandemic 
has made it more di�cult for 
us to run our usual fundrais-
ing activities, but we wanted 
to organise something that 
would bene�t our chosen 
charities and allow us to help 
employees to get out and about 
to support their mental and 
physical wellbeing.’ To support 
NFU Mutual’s fundraising, 
visit www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/nfumscotland.

Guaranteed FINEST QUALITY round 4 x 4’s, small conventional & 
all Hesston-type bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or smaller 

rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323
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SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover
u

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE ?

One telephone call could save 
you £££’s especially on HEAVY 
small bales of choice green hay.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk   
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To �nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at  
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

For more information or 
to place an order please 
send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd a 
message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354 
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

SpEciaL 
oFFER 

ExtEndEd 
FoR thiS 
month

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM 
FROM £1850 + VAT 
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modified to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

•	 Made from high-tensile steel 
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

•	 A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
•	 All hot-dipped galvanised finish
•	 3000mm (3m) long
•	 20-feet race
•	 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
•	 Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
•	 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
•	 12 x joining pins/stakes
•	 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT  
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modified to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
•	 Made from high-tensile steel
•	 All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
•	 All hot-dipped galvanised finish
•	 3000mm (3m) long
•	 Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
10-feet race and 8-feet holding pen  
£1695 + VAT

Comes with aN 80-feet holding pen and 10-feet 
race, 2x 2 feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 100 
fully grown sheep (approx.)

PARTS LIST:
•	 10 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
•	 12 x Joining pins/stakes
•	 2 x 2 feet swing gates

OPTION 2 
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen 
£1975 + VAT 
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
•	 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
•	 12 x joining pins/stakes
•	 2 x 2-feet swing gates

nationwidE 
dELivERy  

£100 + vat on 
aLL oRdERS ovER 

£1500 pLUS vat.

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN COURIER AND ADVERTISER:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.



like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

For immediate cash payment and free collection. 
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab & single 

cabs pickups. Shogun landrover defenders, 
Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, L200 Toyota Hilux, 
Discovery, any vehicle considered old or new. 

Any condition running or not. High miles, rotten 
chassis, or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

WANTED

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any 

age or condition. We also 
buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all 
types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WANTED

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

West Coast
 MOTORING

Tel: 01631 563518 Mob: 07542 528681

FORD FOCUS STYLE 2010

1.6 Petrol. Only 21,000 Miles. 
Very reliable car in excellent 

condition. Lady owner.

£3,400 ONO
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isuzu.co.uk

S&S SERVICES
SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON PRE-REG PLATES. CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

 

Subaru Social Post:  

XV – £249 0% PCP offer   
Facebook 

Discover XV, the compact crossover from Subaru. Now available from just £249 per month 
with 0% APR. Explore the 5-star safety, go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that 
Subaru SUVs are renowned for. Find out more today: [link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

Twitter 

Discover XV, the compact crossover from Subaru. Now available from just £249 per month 
with 0% APR. Explore the 5-star safety, go-anywhere capability and rugged reliability that 
Subaru SUVs are renowned for. Find out more today: [link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2832 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Outback – Save £4,000  
Facebook 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)  

Twitter 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)       

 

                 

Find supporting images in Assets S3 folder: 2830 

 

Subaru Social Post:  

Forester – Save £3,000  
Facebook 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 

 

Twitter 

For a limited time only, we’re offering £3,000 off a brand-new Forester! But hurry, this 
autumn special offer only applies to a limited number of vehicles. Find out more today: 
[insert link to offer page]. (T&Cs apply) 
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page]. (T&Cs apply)  

Twitter 

Drive away a brand-new Outback and save £4,000 in our biggest ever stock clearance. But 
hurry, this offer is available for a limited time only. Find out more today: [insert link to offer 
page]. (T&Cs apply)       
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DRIVE AWAY A NEW LEVORG
AND SAVE £2,500

LOG YOUR INTEREST FOR AN EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
CALL S&S TODAY 01292 220080

Due to Scottish Government guidelines our indoor showroom is 
closed to the public but we can help with car sales over the phone. 

Call today 01292 880080



CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publica-
tions owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the 
other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for 
the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the 
Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed 
that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheri�  Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the 
event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the ad-
vertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be noti� ed to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the 
total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable 
to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify 
the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges 
falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or 
threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the 
advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the 
publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be 
due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed 
on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher 
may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment 
levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the 
discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance 
of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 www.obantimes.co.uk and 
registered as a newspaper at the Post O�  ce. http://termsand-
conditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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issuu.com/caskstillmagazine

Take a look at the 
latest issues 

of Cask & Still 
magazines, and 

previous issues for 
FREE at:

ISSUE TEN   |  FREEISSUE TEN   |  FREE

WATER OF LIFEWATER OF LIFEThe three brothers who pillaged 16 West Coast distilleries

001_CS11.indd   1

09/12/2019   09:08:38

LoveWhisky?

THE NEW APP 
FROM CASK & 

STILL MAGAZINE
#ScottishWhiskyTrail

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAYDOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY
START EXPLORING!

Cask & Still - Index - FP.indd   1 25/11/2020   13:51:34

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/02073/PP Renewal of planning permission 

17/02340/PP (Erection of 
dwellinghouse and formation  
of vehicular access).

Land South West Of 
Inverae, Minard, 
Argyll And Bute 

20/01675/PP Formation of forest track 
(300m long x 3m wide)

Land West Of Barnakill 
Farm, Knapdale Forest, 
Achnamara,  
Argyll And Bute 

20/01674/PP Formation of ATV track  
(230m long x 3m wide)

Land At Lochan Duin, 
Knapdale Forest, 
Cairnbaan,  
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils 
website. Customers are requested to use electronic communication 
where possible during the coronavirus pandemic as 
our ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Appointment of Trustees to Board of Tarbert (Loch 
Fyne) Harbour Authority

This is a voluntary position requiring a commitment of 
1- 2 days per month.

Existing Trustees are eligible for re-appointment.
Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority, a Trust Port, is seeking applica-
tions from candidates willing to stand for appointment to the Board of 
Trustees.  We are looking for high quality individuals with an interest in 
public service to fill forthcoming vacancies. Trust Ports differ from com-
pany or local authority-owned ports by their constitution and powers.   
All Port activities are funded within revenue, supplemented in some 
cases by commercial borrowing up to prescribed limits.  The Board is 
made up of a number of members with local or specialised interests and 
appointment will be for a period of three years.   Successful candidates 
will be appointed from 1 April 2021.  
Candidates should be able to demonstrate ability and a proven track 
record in their chosen profession or other activities, such as community 
work.  Commitment and experience are as valuable as qualifications, 
although in some areas specialist experience will be an advantage.
You will be required to work with senior and professional staff, so ex-
perience of achieving results through demanding board or committee 
work is important, as is the ability to grasp complex issues quickly and 
express yourself clearly.  Residence within a reasonable distance of the 
port and familiarity with local issues in the region surrounding the port 
are highly desirable.
The position of Trustee is non-remunerated.
Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority is committed to the principles of 
public appointment on the basis of merit and aptitude with openness 
and transparency of process.  Political activity will not be a criterion for 
appointment, but candidates must fully support the objectives of the 
Board.
If you wish to be considered for appointment please write to The Harbour 
Master, Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority, Harbour Office, Garval 
Road, Tarbert PA29 6TR to request an information pack.
Closing date for Applications: 31 January 2021
Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority
Harbour Office, Garval Road, Tarbert, Argyll PA29 6TR
Tel: 01880 820 344      Fax: 01880 820 719      
Email: info@tarbertharbour.co.uk     www.tarbertharbour.co.uk

WANTED
Two bedroom detached 

cottage within 
Mid Argyll area by 

professional landscape 
gardener/teacher for a 

minimum of 
6 months lease.  

Reliable clean and tidy 
non-smoker.  Happy to 

o� er garden services 
for rent or part-rent.  

Telephone 
01546 810339 
(answerphone 

available) 
or 07789350094.
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RECRUITMENTNorth Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 
Senior Carer

 Qualification; Nursing or SVQ level 3 in health 

and social care essential. £12.12 per hour

Care Assistant
From £9.30 per hour

Housekeeping Assistant
£8.72 per hour

Full and part-time permanent positions. 
For an application form 
contact 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the 
largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and 
Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland and Ireland.  We are 
looking to recruit for the following position:

Fish Farm Technician – Loch Etive, Taynuilt
Working outdoors as part of a small team, it is focused upon all aspects 
of successful trout production including fish health, feeding, grading, har-
vesting, net changing and other general farm maintenance tasks, includ-
ing boat handling.

Previous aquaculture experience is desirable but not essential as full train-
ing and support will be provided.  A full driving licence is essential.

This is a full time position, working a 40 hour week, including weekend 
cover on a rota basis. You would be expected to undertake additional 
hours as required in order to accommodate the needs of the business.  
We offer attractive salaries dependent on experience along with pension 
scheme. There is also the opportunity to undertake a modern apprentice-
ship in Aquaculture.

If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV, to:-

HR Department, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark Industrial 
Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS.  Office - 01698 810008, 
E-mail: hr@dawnfresh.co.uk

Closing date for applications is 18 December 2020.

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS

Care Home for the Elderly

Office Administrator/Finance Officer
North Argyll Eventide Home requires an expe-
rienced dedicated individual to fill the post of 
Office Administrator/Finance Officer, with fi-
nancial and some secretarial responsibilities. 
This position covers a wide range of duties 
including production of monthly management 
accounts, online banking, negotiation of costs 
for contracts and equipment, and participation 
and minute taking at board meetings. This is 
a permanent flexible post, approximately 20 
hours per week, and remuneration will be be-
tween £16,000 and £18,720 depending on abil-
ity and experience. The individual concerned 
should be fully conversant with Sage Accounts 
software, be able to work on their own without 
supervision, be practical and organised, and 
have good written and spoken skills. Previous 
experience in a similar post, perhaps running a 
small business, is essential. 

Applicants for this position should send a copy 
of their CV together with a covering letter to the 
Home by email at naehltd@gmail.com . The 
closing date for applications is 20th December 
2020.

North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd
North Argyll House, Bealach an Righ, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 5TG

Tel: 01631-562168    
Website: northargyllhouse.org
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Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Thank You!
The Pink Ladies Day 2020

Sadly, we had to cancel this year’s Pink Ladies Day, 
which would have been our 7th! This is a special annu-
al event held for ladies who have experienced breast 
cancer - a day of fun, food, pampering and friendship.
However, due to successful fundraising e� orts, we 
were able to send a lovely treat in the post to the ladies 
that attended last year’s event. Hopefully they have 
now all been received!
Thank you to Gillian Stewart for organising a Monkey 
Shoulder Whisky ra�  e, raising nearly £600 and also for 
organising the Twilight Sponsored Walk - the lovely 
ladies that took part raised over £900 in sponsorship. 
Thank you to Maggie, Marianne and their family for 
the kind donation from the John MacEachen Memorial 
Golf Day. And thank you to Lynne Campbell of Oban 
and Angela Kerr of Dunoon for their donations last 
year that gave us a head start.
Wishing all of our Pink Ladies a happy, safe and feel 
good Christmas.

Here’s to the Pink Ladies Day 2021!
Love Nicky xx

GARDEN SERVICESPERSONAL NOTICES

Happy birthday to 
the most incredible, 
inspirational ninety 
year old I have ever 

known. 
Have a great day 

Papa George.
Love Bradley 
and Marley.

Happy 21st Birthday
Jenna/Auntie Jenna

All our Love
Dad, Nic, Kyra, 

Mathew & Blake
xxxxx

Happy 21st Birthday
Kyra/Mummy
All our Love
Mum, Dad, 

Mathew & Blake
xxxxx
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Eight Argyll and Bute organisations have 
been awarded Living Well grants, aimed 
at helping them deliver community-based 
support to residents, particularly those who 
may be struggling to manage their health 
and wellbeing due to the ongoing coronavi-
rus challenges.

Within the Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership (HSCP) health 
improvement strategy, the focus this year is 
on supporting people to maintain a healthy 
weight, increase their physical activity and 
manage fatigue for mental and emotional 

wellbeing. Alison McGrory, health im-
provement principal for the HSCP, said: 
‘We launched our Living Well strategy in 
Argyll and Bute last year with a � ve-year 
implementation plan and the grants are a 
key element to enable us to implement some 
of our actions within the strategy.

‘As we all know, this has been a particu-
larly challenging year for our communities 
and Covid-19 has had implications on how 
people are feeling and managing in our 
communities.  

‘� e grants will enable the delivery of 
additional community-based services.’

Receiving Living Well grants are: Live 
Argyll; Macpool; Acumen/Bute Listening 
service, Support in Mind (in partnership); 
Chit Chat; MS Centre Argyll; Grey Matters; 
Cowal Elderly Befrienders (including Bute); 
and Kintyre Link Club.

Alison continued: ‘We had really excellent 
bids this year, but as our funding is limited 
we were unable to support them all.

‘I would like to thank all the groups con-
cerned for taking the time to apply.’

� e Argyllshire Advertiser
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

CAIRNDOW

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345

ISLE OF BUTE

On the � � h anniversary of its opening at the 
Here We Are centre, Cairndow Post O�  ce has 
announced revised opening hours.

� e post o�  ce, situated at Clachan between 
the Tree Shop and Loch Fyne Oysters, will be 
open on Tuesdays and Wednesdays between 
10am and 1pm, with mail collected at 12.30pm.

Over the festive period, it will be closed 
on Tuesday December 29 and Wednesday 
December 30.

� e line-up has been unveiled for ButeFest 2021. 
� e three-day musical extravaganza is due to 
be held at Ettrick Bay from July 23 to July 25 
inclusive.

Headline acts include the Red Hot Chilli 
Pipers, Scouting For Girls and Mànran. Well 
worth seeing will be Have Mercy Las Vegas, 
Elephant Sessions and many more fantastic 
bands.

With inspiring music, tasty food and endless 
fun, Butefest – Scotland’s most accessible island 
music festival – is a family-friendly event in a 
magical setting.

It is not just about the music, so keep an eye 
out for a host of other surprise pop-up activities 
and curious walkabout entertainers displaying 
their talents around the site for everyone’s 
entertainment.

Check out the ButeFest website for more 
information.

CRINAN

ARGYLL AND BUTE

Alison McGrory 
says the grants 
are key elements 
that enable them 
to implement 
some of their 
action plans 
within the 
strategy. 

Living Well grants help those 
struggling during pandemic

Woodland Trust Scotland is consulting on its 
management plan covering the next � ve years at 
Crinan Wood. 

� e trust turns around new work plans for its 
sites on a rolling basis and invites any interested 
parties to help shape its future.

Acquired by the Woodland Trust in 1988, 

year plan period are proposed, covering wood-
land management; habitats and biodiversity; 
paths and access and features of historic inter-
est. Responses to Scotland@woodlandtrust.org.
uk are sought by December 14. � e management 
plan can be downloaded from the Crinan Wood 
page on the Woodland Trust website.

HAVEYOURSAY
email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

A gi� . Advent is about waiting for a promised 
gi� , is it not?

� e gi�  we are promised is the gi�  of God 
himself and this promise is ful� lled in the 
birth of Jesus Christ.

� is is a time of waiting and for children 
particularly it is about waiting for gi� s. � is 
year the ultimate gi�  is the PS5, the new 
PlayStation. It has caused euphoria amongst 
the children and is on so many Santa lists.

Trouble is, evidently stock has run out and 
Santa might not be able to ful� l his promise 
to all these children who have requested this. 
How do you explain that to an expectant 
youngster?

It is just as well that God is not Santa, as 
God always honours his promise.

What is on your Santa list?
If I were to hazard a guess, most of us would 

have prayed for, or if you don’t pray, would 
have hoped for, an end to this deadly virus. 
� e greatest gi�  we could have in 2020 is an 
e� ective vaccine.

What wonderful timing. Right on Advent,  
we learn of the genius of our scientists who 
o� er the greatest Christmas present we could 
wish for - that e� ective vaccine.

� roughout this pandemic we have been 
blessed by the many gi� s of our doctors, 
nurses, paramedics, scientists and emer-
gency services. � ese are the gi� s that are 
beyond price.

Millions of pounds will be spent again this 
Christmas in the search for the perfect gi� . 
But this year, more than any other in our 
lifetime, we realise that the gi�  we long for 
cannot be bought on Amazon or any other 
superstore.

It is like that � rst Christmas gi� . It is be-
yond price. � ank you to God and thank you 
to our scientists.

Crinan Wood covers 35 hectares and lies south-
east of Crinan village, bordered to the north and 
east by the Crinan Canal. 

� e moist, mild climate has created a temper-
ate rainforest of Atlantic oakwood, described 
in the management plan as ‘dripping with 
rare fern, moss and lichen and brimming with 
wildlife’.

Short term management objectives for the � ve-



GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 6th December

Service at 10am
Rev Walter Ritchie
Holy Communion

A very warm welcome 
awaits

Please wear face covering

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686

Sunday 6th December
Morning Worship 11.15am

Rev W Crossan
COVID 19 Guidelines 

apply
Video message on 

Facebook
each Wednesday 

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 6th December 
Skipness Service 10.00am  

- Rev Lyn Peden                                                           
Tarbert service - 11.30am - 

Rev Lyn Peden   
Tarbert Charity No: SC002622

Skipness - Charity No: SC004280

WESTLOCHFYNESIDE 
CHURCHES

(Cumlodden, Inveraray 
and Lochgair)

Sunday 6th December 
2020

A service in Lochgair 
church

at 10.30pm
Led by Mr Tom MacKay

Because of the limited 
seating, due to

Covid regulations, in 
Lochgair church,

would those who wish
to attend please telephone 

Mrs Jean Smith
to reserve a seat. No. 

01546 886 328
Masks must be worn

Charity No: SCO16665

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

You have made known to 
me the paths of life; you 

will fi ll me with joy in your 
presence.
Acts 2 :28

Our building is open for 
Sunday services and you 

would be welcome on
Sunday, 6th December 

at 11am  
Join with us in our praise 
and worship when John 
Ives from Southend will 

lead the service
MASKS are now required 

in churches, in line 
with current Scottish 

Government  Covid 19 
guidelines.

www.springbankchurch.
org.uk

https://www.facebook.
com/springbankchurch
Contact phone number 
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary

ST KIERAN 
RC CHURCH
St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
Sunday Holy Mass at 
10.00am, please book 
a place, 01586 552160, 

campbeltown@
rcdai.org.uk

Daily Mass streamed via 
Facebook and Zoom, see 
www.stkieransrc.org for 

details.
(SC002876)
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CHURCH NOTICES 

CHURCH NOTICES 

ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH 
KNAPDALE
PARISHES

4th December 
Advent(ure) Continues

Services in:
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

and
Achahoish at 12:30pm

(including Holy 
Communion)

Refl ections will continue 
to be available

at the gates of the 
churches.

Wednesdays
from 12:45pm to 1:15pm

in Ardrishaig Church
“A Time for Refl ecting”

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH
Lochgilphead 

Holy Mass: Sunday 
10am

All Saints, Inveraray 
Holy Mass: Sunday 

12.30pm
Booking essential due to 

restricted capacity - Email 
or telephone to book

Weekday Mass details 
available on website or by 

email/telephone   
All Masses at St 

Margaret’s are Live 
Streamed via our YouTube 

channel. Link available 
at our website: www.

lochgilpheadcatholic.com 
and Facebook Page. 
Fr. Ronald Campbell 

01546 602380
lochgilphead@

rcdai.org.uk
(SCO002876)

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings 
are closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you 

informed & 
provide opportunities for 

worship on-line
Please look it up & keep 

in touch
www.northknapdale.org

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions apply

Ministers
Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 6th December
Worship service

3pm
Covid 19 measures in place

If we can be of any 
assistance to anyone 

during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046 

Major Ruth Russell
 Scottish Charity Number SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 6th December
11.15am Worship Service

Rev Rodger Crooks
11.15am  Sunday School

Wednesday 9th 
December

12 noon   Prayer & Bible 
Study

Covid-19 Government 
guidelines apply

All welcome
www.campbeltownfree-

church.co.uk
 Scottish Charity Number: SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
11 am

All welcome
Now meeting at 
Kirk Street Hall

Pastor Mark Jasper
01586 554 092

pastor@campbeltown-
communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322

DEATHS
BROWN - Peacefully at 
Strathcarron Hospice, 
Denny, on November 24, 
2020, Mary Ann Brown, 
in her 79th year. Dearly 
beloved wife of the late 
Eddie Brown, much 
loved mum of Karen and 
Edward and a loving 
granny of Katie. Funeral 
service private in line 
with current government 
guidelines. Mary Ann’s 
funeral will take place 
on Saturday, December 
5. � e cortege will leave 
the Lorne and Lowland 
Parish Church at 11.30 
a.m. We will turn, travel 
along Longrow onto 
Aqualibrium Avenue, 
round the Cross and 
down the dual car-
riageway on our way to 
Kilkerran Cemetery. 
Anyone wishing to pay 
their last respects to Mary 
Ann may do so along our 
route. Please remember to 
observe social distancing.
MACCALLUM - 
Peacefully in Peninver, 
on November 30, 2020, 
Edward MacCallum 
(Eddie) in his 84th year, 
dearly beloved husband 
of Beryl, much loved dad 
of Edward and Angela, 
father-in-law of Iain, 
cherished friend of Jill, 
devoted loving papa of 
Christopher and Lewis 
and a loving brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle. 
Funeral service private in 
line with current govern-
ment guidelines. Eddie’s 
funeral will take place 
on Friday, December 4. 
� e cortege will leave 
the home address, 
Craig View, Peninver at 
1.00 p.m. a� er a short 
prayer. We will travel to 
Campbeltown, via George 
Street, the Esplanade 
round the Cross on 
our way to Kilkerran 
Cemetery. Anyone 
wishing to pay their last 
respects to Eddie may do 
so along our route. Please 
remember to observe 
social distancing.
McCOY - Peacefully in 
the Sunshine Room at the 
Campbeltown Hospital, 
on the November 30, 
2020, Margaret Mccoy 
nee Briggs, in her 79th 
year, 5 Lochruan Road, 
Campbeltown and for-
merly of Port Crannaig 
Cottage, Carradale, dear-
ly beloved wife of Kenneth 
McCoy, much loved mum 
of Andrew, Alison and 
Judith and loving Nain 
to Daniel and Jordan and 
Granny to Dylan. Funeral 
Service Private in line 
with current government 
guidelines.  Margaret’s 
funeral will take place on 
Tuesday 8th December. 

� e cortege will leave the 
St Kierans R.C. Church 
at 11.40 a.m. We will 
turn travel along  Argyll 
Street, Main Street round 
the Cross and across the 
Esplanade on our way 
to Brackley Cemetery, 
Carradale. Anyone 
wishing to pay their last 
respects to Margaret may 
do so along our route. 
Please remember to ob-
serve social distancing.
MORANS - Suddenly 
but peacefully, at the 
Kintyre Care Home, 
Campbeltown, on 
November 29, 2020, 
Robert Crawford 
Morans, in his 88th year, 
formerly of Millers Park, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved husband of the 
late Bena Morans, much 
loved daddy of Margaret 
and Jan, loving papa of 
Cole, Jett, and Eden and a 
loving brother, brother-in-
law and uncle.
PATE - Peacefully at 
the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley, on 
November 27, 2020, David 
Robertson Pate (Davy), 
in his 69th year, of Tigh 
Baan, Ford and formerly 
Slockavullin. Beloved 
husband of Myra (née 
Campbell), much loved 
Dad of Colin, Richard 
and Laura. Dearly loved 
Papa of Sophie, Keira and 
Hanna; Jamie and Anna; 
Pat and Martyna. A much 
loved brother of Guy and 
Nancy. A dear uncle, 
brother-in-law and cousin 
to all the family. A private 
funeral service was held 
at Cardross Crematorium 
on � ursday, December 3, 
2020. Sadly missed.
WILSON - Suddenly 
but peacefully at the 
Campbeltown Hospital, 
on November 30, 2020, 
Alexander Aitken 
Wilson, in his 93rd year, 
Glenburn, Drumore and 
formerly of Fallside Farm, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved husband of Amy 
Anderson, loving dad 
of Alison, Marjory and 
Alistair, father-in-law 
of Iain and Margaret, 
beloved grampa of Gavin, 
Elaine, Ross, Darren, 
Lauren, Ryan, Brendan 
and Declan, great-grand-
father of Rhuairidh, 
Nathan, Bree and Eilidh 
and a loving brother and 
uncle.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MUNRO - � e family 
of the late James Munro 
would like to thank all 
friends and neighbours 
for their cards, � owers and 
messages of sympathy. 
Also, thank you to Belinda 
Braithwaite for a lovely 
humanist service, Donald 
MacDonald funeral 

service and Morna for the 
beautiful � ower tributes. 
James will be missed by 
us all.
RUSSELL - � e family of 
the late Douglas Russell 
would like to thank all 
relatives, friends, and 
neighbours for the many 
kind expressions of 
sympathy, � owers, cards, 
messages, phone calls and 
baking following their sad 
loss. Sincere thanks for the 
care and support given to 
Douglas from the Scottish 
Air Ambulance and all the 
members of sta�  involved 
at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, Glasgow, 
Campbeltown Hospital 
and Southend Surgery. 
Our heartfelt thanks are 
given to everyone who 
paid their respects while 
the cortege made its way to 
Keil Cemetery, very hum-
bling. Special thanks to 
the Rev. Steve Fulcher for 
a very personal and � tting 
service to Douglas and to 
Ross Conner for piping at 
the graveside. � ank you 
to Frances and Ian for 
the wonderful catering 
at the family home and 
to Hayley and Lorraine, 
Fresh Connections for the 
beautiful � oral tributes. 
Finally, our grateful 
thanks to Kenneth Blair, 
Kelly and Rhys for their 
support, professional-
ism, and compassion 
throughout.       
SMITH - Duncan and 
Jane would like to thank 
all family, friends, neigh-
bours and colleagues for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy, � owers, 
cards, phone calls, ham-
pers and messages of con-
dolence received following 
the sad loss of their be-
loved mum, Jean. Sincere 
thanks to Rev William 
Crossan for a comforting 
service at the church and 
graveside; to Kenneth 
Blair and sta�  of T A Blair 
Funeral Directors, for 
their kindness, compas-
sion and professionalism 
throughout. To Maggie 
Wilkinson and the 
District Nurses for their 
support over the last few 
months and the Ardshiel 
Hotel for the lovely tea. 
Finally a heartfelt thanks 
to everyone who turned 
out to pay their respects 
on mum’s � nal journey, 
we were very moved. She 
will be sorely missed.

IN MEMORIAMS
BROWN – Treasured 
memories of Margaret, a 
loving mum, granny and 
great-granny, passed away 
December 6, 2019.
Missed every minute of 
the day.
- John, Lorna, Neil and 
families.

CAMPBELL - Hugh, who 
passed away December 2, 
2007.
 Always in our thoughts.
Sadly missed.
- Ivor, Shauna, Robert and 
great-grandchildren.
GALBRAITH – In ever 
loving memory of Archie, 
died December 3, 2019, 
dearly beloved husband, 
dad, father-in-law and 
adored grampa.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Annie and all the family.
MARTIN - Treasured 
memories of Marion, a 
much loved mum and 
granny, who passed away 
on December 2, 1997. 
Will love and miss you 
always. 
- Nichola, John, Kyra, 
Mathew and Blake xxxxx 
YOUNG – In loving 
memory of our dear 
Shona, who died on 
November 26, 2013.
Always in our thoughts.
-  Love from all the family.
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Oban Saints GG  0
Lochgilphead Red Star     3

Friendly

Lochgilphead Red Star trav-
elled to take on Oban Saints 
GG team in a friendly match at 
Oban High School’s 3G pitch 
last Saturday.

Eager to test themselves 
against considerably more 
experienced opposition, the 
match got o�  to a bad start for 
the young Saints side.

Defending a � � h minute cor-
ner kick, a thumping Angus 
Lewis shot smacked Alan 
Buchanan in the face before 
hitting the big striker on the 
arm.

Referee Martin Rae correctly 
pointed to the penalty spot 

Kyle Cooper and Ben Forbes in action.

Red Star defender Coll MacCalum keeps a close eye on young Saints GG mid� elder James 
Beaton. Report and photographs: Derek Black.

Red Star outshine young 
Oban Saints GG outfi t

Against the stunning back-
drop of Kruger National 
Park, Oban’s Robert 
MacIntyre stormed through 
to � nish sixth in the Alfred 
Dunhill Championship at 
Leopard Creek Country 
Club in South Africa.

In windy conditions on 
Sunday, many challengers 
saw their hopes blown o�  
course, but the Oban le�  
hander showed his class by 
� ring the day’s best round 

of 67 to surge through the 
� eld and record another 
top-10 � nish. He now moves 
to Dubai for the Dubai 
Championship and DP 
World Championship.

Bob � nishes sixth in South Africa

from where Red Star’s dead 
ball specialist Andrew Weir 
made no mistake to give the 
visitors the lead.

� ings went downhill 
for Saints in general and 
Buchanan in particular when 
he came o�  worse in a collision 
with Red Star defender Ben 
Forbes, which ended his inter-
est in proceedings.

Saints keeper Murdo 
MacKenzie was in inspiration-
al form and produced the � rst 
of a string of excellent saves in 
the 25th minute to deny Stuart 
MacLean.

Red Star striker Ciaran 
McPhie spun away from 
Daniel Sloss in the 32nd min-
ute but couldn’t beat Murdo 
MacKenzie, who pushed the 
ball across the face of goal.

� e Saints shot stopper wait-
ed for the net to bulge from 
the waiting Stuart MacLean 
but was delighted to see Alex 
Craik get back with a perfectly 
executed sliding challenge to 
take the ball o�  the toes of the 
Red Star striker.

� e visitors struck again in 
the 42nd minute a� er veteran 
defender Craik had turned an 
Andy Weir right wing cross 
behind for a corner kick.

Weir’s delivery from the right 
was headed away, but only 
as far as Red Star youngster 
Zander MacKenzie, who 
lashed an unstoppable shot 
across a well-beaten Murdo 
MacKenzie into the top corner 
of the Saints net.

� e young Saints side passed 
up a terri� c opportunity to half 
the de� cit going into the inter-
val when Keir MacLean, with 
the goal at his mercy, blazed 
the ball over the bar  from six 
yards a� er an excellent run 
and cutback on the right wing 
from Robert Johnstone.

A� er a quiet � rst half, Ally 
Lewis was seeing a lot more 
of the ball in the second 45 
minutes and was forced into 
action to parry a 77th minute 
Daniel MacCuish shot before 
gathering safely at the second 
attempt. 

Any faint hopes the home 
side may have entertained of 
a comeback were cruelly ex-
tinguished in the 78th minute 
when Ciaran McPhie pounced 
on a slack pass out from the 
back and raced through on 
goal to calmly slot the ball 
past Murdo MacKenzie for 

the third and � nal Red Star 
goal. � ere was one � nal test 
for Red Star keeper Ally Lewis 
in the 85th minute with the 
youngster taking great delight 
in keeping his clean sheet 
intact, pulling o�  a � ne save to 
deny Kyle Cooper a� er good 
work on the Saints right from 
Lewis Buchanan and Daniel 
MacCuish. 

Referee Martin Rae, who 
handled proceedings well, 
brought the action to an end 
sending the visitors home by 
far the happier of the two sides.


