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A group representing 
Argyll tourism is looking to 
‘widen its revenue stream’ 
as pressures on public 
funding continue to build.

Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism Co-operative 
(AITC) was formed in 
2012 with its membership 
comprising local marketing 
groups representing around 
1,200 business interests 
across the region.

From the outset, the 
co-operative has received 
funding from Argyll and 
Bute Council in three-year 
tranches, but over the past 
three years this has been re-
ducing amid fears that core 
funding previously enjoyed 
of £50,000 per annum is 
unlikely to continue at that 
level.

Local marketing groups 
and destination marketing 
organisations (DMOs) – 
Kyles Marketing Group, 
Visit Cowal, Visit Bute, 
Explore Kintyre, Heart 
of Argyll, Oban and Lorn 

Tourism Association, 
Explore Islay and Jura, 
Explore Inveraray, Three 
Lochs Way and Visit 
Helensburgh – collectively 
contribute around £10,000 
annually in membership 
fees.

At the AITC AGM on 
November 14, it was agreed 
that given funding pres-
sures, direct membership 
should be broadened to 
include individual tourism 
businesses.

Gavin Dick, AITC di-
rector representing Heart 
of Argyll and Kintyre, 
explained: ‘This move is 
not specifically to do with 
council cutbacks. 

‘There are other uncer-
tainties out there, not least 
the outcome of the General 
Election.

‘The council has indicated 
it intends to continue to 
support AITC.’

He added: ‘It was the 
DMOs who voted for this 
because they can see the 
benefits of widening our 
revenue stream.

‘The DMOs recognise the 

multiplier effect AITC can 
offer in terms of advertising 
and promotion.’

The tourism co-operative 
also receives core funding 
from Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and an AITC 
spokesperson said AITC 
‘fully expects that to con-
tinue’, while support has 
also come from CalMac, 
Scottish Natural Heritage, 
Forestry and Land Scotland 
and others.

The AITC has carried 
out several marketing 
campaigns for the region, 
including Wild about 
Argyll, Heart & Soul and 
the latest venture, West 
Coast Waters.

Private money to fi ll public 
gap for tourism in Argyll

The people of Furnace  paid a touching tribute to the much-loved Reverend Dr 
Roddy MacLeod MBE, second from right, on a frosty St Andrew’s Day. Karen Baird, 
left, chairwoman of Furnace community company, said: ‘He has made a huge 
contribution to the life of the church and the community.’ Also pictured are Rev 
MacLeod’s wife, Jean, and Billy McCheyne. Full story, turn to page three.

Furnace minister is honoured 
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Theft by 
shoplifting
At around 7.25am on 
Tuesday November 26 in 
the Riverside Filling Station, 
Lochgilphead, a 38-year-
old man allegedly stole an 
item. The man responsible 
has been identi� ed from 
CCTV and he will be 
charged with the o� ence 
when he is traced.

Drugs search
A � at in Burns Brae, 
Lochgilphead, was 
searched by police about 
9.30am on Thursday 
November 28. A man 
aged 23 was subsequently 
arrested for allegedly being 
in possession of cannabis. 
The man was charged and 
a report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

 If any member of the 
public has information 
in relation to the above, 
or to any incident, 
they can contact their 
local police station on 
telephone number 101, 
or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.

POLICE FILES

Having a ball for Kilimanjaro quest
Campaigner and fundraiser 
David MacInnes hit the big 
city last month to boost his 
drive for two very special 
charities, writes Colin 
Cameron.

Next October David and 
his team are taking on the 
formidable task of climb-
ing the 19,308�  Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, in 
aid of Anthony Nolan and 
Bloodwise.

� e team taking on the 
challenge is made up of leu-
kaemia survivors, stem cell 
donors and charity support-
ers. Other members have 
friends or family who have 
su� ered from leukaemia.

On Saturday November 
23, Lochgilphead’s David 
along with two others from 
the Kilimanjaro team held 
a highly successful charity 
winter ball in the Doubletree 

by Hilton hotel in Glasgow. 
Guests enjoyed not only 
dancing but a ra�  e, live 
auction and silent auction. 
� e ball raised £7,397.95 
towards the Kilimanjaro 
target of £40,000.

David said a� erwards: 
‘� anks to everyone who 
came and donated, and to 
all the companies and indi-
viduals who donated prizes 
for the ra�  e and auctions.’

The Winter Ball organisers pictured in their gladrags are Alison McDonald, left, 
David MacInnes and Claire Stanley. 

� e Salvation Army is asking 
for help from the people of 
Mid Argyll to bring sackfuls 
of presents to some of the 
area’s neediest children and 
most vulnerable adults.

Organisers of the Christmas 
Present Appeal work with 
social workers, child workers 
and community-based care 
companies to make sure those 
who would bene� t from the 
appeal get a gi�  to open on 
December 25.

� e numbers of youngsters 
and adults needing festive 
cheer are on the up.

When Oban volunteer 
Morvern Finlayson got 
involved in the appeal 11 
years ago, there were just 71 
children on the list; last year 
there were 210, from babies to 
teenagers, plus 87 adults.

In Mid Argyll new and 
unwrapped gi� s can be 
handed in to the Bank of 
Scotland in Poltalloch Street, 
Lochgilphead, from now until 
Friday December 20.

‘We could not do this with-
out the support and generosity 
of the community who give us 
gi� s so thank you to everyone 
who helps make it possible,’ 
said Morvern.

On this year’s wishlist are 
toys and activities suitable 
for babies right up to 18-year-
olds, toiletries for teenage 
girls and boys, hats, gloves, 
scarves, make-up sets, books, 

colouring sets and education 
materials, including pencils, 
pens and paper.

For older people, puzzle 
books are popular, as are 
notebooks, soap sets, socks, 
biscuits, sweets and other 
goodies.

Family games are also high 
up on the list, said Morvern.

Everything needs to be new 
and unwrapped. Gi� s for 
older people are made up into 
a decorated gi�  box, thanks to 
one volunteer who saves and 
covers shoe boxes specially for 
this time of year.

Gi� s for the children are 
handed to key workers with 
wrapping paper so the parents 
or guardians can see what 
the children are getting and 
have the joy of wrapping it 
themselves.

‘We send a card with the 
gi� s just saying “with love and 
best wishes”,’ added Morvern.

Santa’s helpers wanted to 
make it a happy Christmas

Kilberry’s 
Jeanette 
Sheldrick 
and 
Morven 
Finlayson 
at Oban 
Salvation 
Army are 
looking for 
the support 
of Mid 
Argyll folk. 

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Stay safe: Check weather conditions and hours of 
daylight as well as tide times before you go. www.explorecampbeltown.com

Davaar Island 
Safe Walking Times

Morning Safe Walking Times Afternoon Safe Walking Times

Low Tide From Til Low Tide From Til

Sun, 1 Dec 2019 07:51 04:51 10:21

Mon, 2 Dec 2019 08:37 05:37 11:07

Tue, 3 Dec 2019 09:29 06:29 11:59

Wed, 4 Dec 2019 10:29 07:29 12:59

Thu, 5 Dec 2019 11:42 08:42 14:12

Fri, 6 Dec 2019 12:56 09:56 15:26

Sat, 7 Dec 2019 13:57 10:57 16:27

Sun, 8 Dec 2019 14:46 11:46 17:16

Mon, 9 Dec 2019 15:26 12:26 17:56

Tue, 10 Dec 2019 16:02 13:02 18:32

Wed, 11 Dec 2019 16:37 13:37 19:07

Thu, 12 Dec 2019 17:12 14:12 19:42

Fri, 13 Dec 2019 17:50 14:50 20:20

Sat, 14 Dec 2019

Sun, 15 Dec 2019

Mon, 16 Dec 2019 07:48 04:48 10:18

Tue, 17 Dec 2019 08:40 05:40 11:10

Wed, 18 Dec 2019 09:37 06:37 12:07

Thu, 19 Dec 2019 10:39 07:39 13:09

Fri, 20 Dec 2019 11:48 08:48 14:18

Sat, 21 Dec 2019 12:59 09:59 15:29

Sun, 22 Dec 2019 14:05 11:05 16:35

Mon, 23 Dec 2019 15:02 12:02 17:32

Tue, 24 Dec 2019 15:53 12:53 18:23

Wed, 25 Dec 2019 16:39 13:39 19:09

Thu, 26 Dec 2019 17:22 14:22 19:52

Fri, 27 Dec 2019

Sat, 28 Dec 2019

Sun, 29 Dec 2019

Mon, 30 Dec 2019 07:32 04:32 10:02

Tue, 31 Dec 2019 08:13 05:13 10:43

Stay safe: Check weather conditions and hours of 
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� e people of Furnace   paid 
a touching tribute to a much-
loved personality in the vil-
lage on a frosty St Andrew’s 
Day, writes Colin Cameron.

Reverend Dr Roddy 
MacLeod MBE arrived on 
Loch Fyne-side as parish 
minister 34 years ago and has 
since been at the heart of the 
community. He received an 
MBE for his services to the 
Gaelic language and the com-
munity in December 2017.

In tribute to his many years 
of service, the community 
decided to plant a � owering 
cherry tree in his honour, and 
that he should be there with 
his wife Jean to perform the 
planting ceremony.

One man who knows 
Reverend Roddy better than 
most is Billy McCheyne, who 
has known the minister since 
he arrived in the village and 
worked at the manse to clear 
the formerly derelict property 
and garden.

Billy said: ‘His sense of hu-
mour is legendary. One time 
we were clearing a jungle of a 

vegetable patch at the manse 
I asked him what they would 
grow on Uist. He replied 
“dockens and ministers”.

‘We owe a lot to this great 
man. You could always talk 
to Roddy and he would give 
you sound advice. � is tree 
is just a small token of our 
appreciation.

‘He truly is a remarkable 
man and I truly don’t think 
we’ll see the likes of him 
again.’

Karen Baird, chairwoman 
of Furnace Community 
Company, an SCIO (Scottish 

Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation), added: ‘He has 
made a huge contribution to 
the life of the church and the 
community. You could rely 
on Roddy to turn up at every 
village event.

‘He did Gaelic with the 
school kids and was the 
Gaelic tutor for Lochfyneside 
Gaelic Choir.

‘He has been part of our 
village for so long and we 
wanted to make sure Roddy 
knew how much we appreci-
ate all the things he has done 
for us over the years.’

Tribute tree planted 
in Furnace for Roddy

Jean MacLeod and Rev MacLeod at the ceremony.

Tarbert’s big festive lights 
switch-on was le�  hang-
ing in the balance a� er 
a Christmas calamity of 
Grinch-like proportions.

A Christmas tree erected in 
the village a week earlier had 
proved a bit disappointing – 
though it was better if you 
looked at it from a particular 
direction. Tarbert � rm RDS 
Forestry kindly agreed to 
replace the tree with a more 
spruce alternative.

� e new tree, described by 
Andrew Dixon of RDS as ‘a 
beauty’, arrived on the back 
of a contractor’s lorry on 
the morning of Wednesday 
December 4, and the old one 
was taken away, tinsel � ying 
in the wind as it le� .

Enter Argyll and Bute 
Council.

A council lorry later 
arrived on the scene beside 
the beautiful bushy festive 
specimen. And council 
workers started to chop it up 
and throw it on the back of 
their lorry.

Andrew Dixon explained 
in a Facebook post on 
Wednesday: ‘We liaised with 
the council who kindly said 
they would happily erect [a 
new tree] if we delivered.

‘All agreed and we would 
drop new tree and remove 
the old one so that there was 
no hassle while the lorry was 
there.

‘Anyway, new tree was 
delivered this morning and 
the rest is history. I am still 
waiting for Jeremy Breadle to 
jump out with the camera.’

Adding to the council’s 
woes is the fact that Tarbert 
expects its Christmas lights 
to be switched on at a com-
munity event today – Friday 
December 6.

Mr Dixon added: ‘Now the 
chaps are out trying to � nd 
another one and McKerrals 
have also said they can help 
out and deliver it tomorrow 
(� ursday). � ird time 
lucky...

‘It was a beauty as well!’
One of the festive event 

organisers in Tarbert is 
Margaret McNeill, who said: 
‘I have no clue what hap-
pened, but there was a mis-
communication somewhere.

‘I feel so sorry for Andrew 
Dixon though.’

Speaking on Wednesday, 
she added: ‘Getting answers 
from the council is proving 
di�  cult.’

� e Advertiser asked 
Argyll and Bute Council for 
answers to some questions at 
short notice on Wednesday 
November 4, but no reply 
was received as we went to 
press. We will update this 
story on the Advertiser web-
site with a council response 
when it arrives.

Tree wise 
men come to 
Tarbert for 
Christmas

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

A few logs was all that was left of Tarbert’s beautiful 
replacement tree. 

ARGYLL COUNTRY MARKET
FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

10 - 1pm, February to December

1st SATURDAY of the Month:
Heritage Centre. Campbeltown
2nd SATURDAY of the Month: 
Co-op Car Park, Lochgilphead

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
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Tayvallich gets crafty for 
Christmas
A bustling cra�  fair in 
Tayvallich raised more than 
£800 for a special cause 
as the village got into the 

Artist Susan Berry with 
a print of one of her 
latest watercolours, 

entitled ‘Highlander’. 
51_a49TayvallichSale07

Christmas spirit. With stalls 
selling an impressive array 
of goods, many of which 
are locally produced, there 
was something for everyone 
in that hunt for the perfect 
Christmas gi� .

� e village hall was packed 
from the word go on Saturday 
November 30, and on a cold 
frosty day the plate of soup 
with a roll on o� er was very 
welcome indeed.

� e ra�  e for a Christmas 
hamper was won by Lynne 
Milne of Tayvallich.

At the end of a busy day for 
the volunteers and stallhold-
ers, an impressive £815 was 
raised towards a Christmas 
meal for the more senior 
members of the community, 
to be prepared and served 
in the village hall by local 
volunteers. Any surplus from 
this community event will go 
to the RNLI.

Nick Walker BEM with Catherine MacLennan raising money for the Pu� er Preservation 
Trust. 51_a49TayvallichSale01

Enjoying a cuppa while they shop were, from left, Lochgilphead’s Morgan Henderson 
with Aimee and Keira Anderson from Tayvallich. 51_a49TayvallichSale03

With her latest novel for 
young adults, Lily’s just 
� ne, Carsaig author Gill 
Stewart was also spreading 
the word about her new 
book, Gemma’s not sure, 
out in 2020. 51_a49TayvallichSale04

Enjoying the craic at 
the craft fair were, from 
left, Roly MacArthur, 
Jean Howarth and Fiona 
MacArthur. 51_a49TayvallichSale06

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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Ardfern First Responders 
recognised after saving 
man’s life

Ali Macleod, Sally Macleod, Paul Mills and Stephen Ryan at the Scottish Ambulance 
Service awards dinner. 

The rural Ardfern area has a permanent population of around 400 people. 06_a07ardfernbay01

�e Ardfern First Responder 
group was nominated for 
the 2019 national Scottish 
Ambulance Service awards 
a�er their rapid action saved 
a Barbreck man’s life.

�ere were seven other 
groups on the shortlist and 
the Ardfern group were �nal-
ists in the volunteer category.

�e Scottish Ambulance 
Service (SAS) said of the 
Ardfern group: ‘�e team 
gives the community a sense 
of safety and support when 
an emergency happens in this 
remote area.

‘�e volunteers of this 
group display exceptional 
leadership skills and clinical 
skills, and always ensure a 
great handover to SAS sta� 
when they arrive. �ey work 
well under pressure and are a 
signi�cant link in the chain of 
survival for cardiac arrest in 
rural Scotland.

�e Ardfern First Responder 
scheme started in 2012 and is 
a rural responder scheme.

Although Ardfern has a 
permanent local population 
of only about 400 inhabitants 
– larger during the summer 
and holidays – the group has 
had more than 30 volunteers 
come through the scheme, 
all of them out of a sense of 
responsibility towards pro-
viding a service to their local 

community. Ardfern now 
has seven current and many 
ex-�rst responders out there 
in the community who know 
how to perform CPR, and are 
not frightened to do so.

�is was the case in August 
2019 when one of their 
responders Paul Mills was 
close by when a neighbouring 
farmer collapsed at Ardfern. 
His quick assessment of the 
casualty meant that a 999 call 

was made and CPR started 
instantly.

�e responder on duty, 
Stephen Ryan, arrived with 
the bag, the de�brillator was 
used and a�er 20 minutes 
and several shocks there was 
a successful outcome.

�e group has had 62 calls 
since starting, and there are 
lots of practical things �rst 

responders do to make a 
di�erence:

� Filling that vital gap 
between the 999 call and the 
arrival of the ambulance.

� Location of casualty. In 
a remote area it can be very 
di�cult for the ambulance 
crews to �nd the casualty 
quickly. A �rst responder 
vehicle with hazard warning 
lights on helps.

� Patient reassurance. 
�is can be really valuable 
particularly with the re-
sponders o�en knowing the 
patients, especially with older 
casualties who are o�en very 
frightened.

� Helping the ambulance 
crew to get the casualty to the 
ambulance, o�en a problem 
in rural locations.

First Responders always 
need more volunteers, so 
if anyone is interested in 
becoming a First Responder 
please contact Sally Macleod 
in Ardfern.

�e group would like to 
thank their local paramedics 
and ambulance crews for 
nominating them, particu-
larly Dave Payne who has 
been consistently proactive 
in supporting the group. 
�ey would also like to thank 
Ardfern Yacht Centre for 
enabling their sta� to be on 
call during the working day.

Ardfern now has 
seven current and 
many ex-�rst re-
sponders out there in 
the community who 
know how to perform 
CPR, and are not 
frightened to do so.
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Open letter following the 
BBC programme ‘Meat: A 
Threat to our Planet’
Last week’s BBC 1 programme, ‘Meat: A 
� reat to our Planet’ gave an unbalanced and 
inaccurate view of the environmental chal-
lenges facing livestock production, potentially 
misleading UK consumers about how their 
meat is produced. By concentrating on the 
issue at a global scale, it failed to show the 
positives which sustainable production in the 
UK o� ers over the systems featured.

It also failed to note that, in 2018, UK beef 
imports from Brazil made up just one per cent 
of our beef imports, so the majority of what 
consumers here purchase does not come from 
the farming systems featured which deplete 
the rainforests.

� e programme focused heavily on inten-
sive farming practices in the US and South 
America. Little or no time was given to the 
other side of the debate and the signi� cant 
e� orts of UK agriculture to reduce our envi-
ronmental impact. � e UK industry did not 
have a voice in the programme, despite being 
produced and aired on a terrestrial station to 
a UK audience.

� is was an inexcusable missed opportunity 
to present a solution to those who want to 
continue to enjoy meat but have become 
concerned about environmental impact, o� en 
on the basis of unbalanced reporting such 
as this. � e UK is completely di� erent to the 
farming systems shown on the programme, 

using natural resources to produce meat as 
sustainably as possible, with a focus on animal 
welfare. � e industry has taken huge strides 
to reduce its carbon footprint and further 
increase nutrient density in the soil.

In addition, we do not agree with the claim 
that meat production has a greater environ-
mental impact than transport. � e highest 
volume of CO2 is produced by the fossil fuel 
industries, with livestock farming contribut-
ing just 4 per cent of the UK’s CO2 emissions. 
Given this statistic, cutting your individual 
meat consumption would, in fact, not reduce 
the UK’s overall CO2 emissions nearly as sig-
ni� cantly as structural changes in the energy 
and transport sectors.

It is fair to say the red meat industry has been 
used as a scapegoat in discussions around 
carbon emissions, most likely because reduc-
ing red meat intake can be easily portrayed 
as a ‘simple’ lifestyle change. Suggesting that 
people should reduce the amount of red meat 
they consume is not the answer to improving 
the UK’s environmental impact and reducing 
carbon emissions.

Responsible and strategic livestock farming 
is a highly productive industry which produc-
es a large amount of food for the population.

To redress the balance and to uphold its 
mission to provide impartial programming in 
the public interest, the BBC has an obligation 
both to remedy the misleading impression 
created by this programme and to give the 
UK livestock industry a voice in similar 
programming in the future. Highlighting that 
consumers should purchase meat which has 

been produced through a domestic assurance 
scheme ensures it adheres to higher welfare 
standards and traceable environmental cre-
dentials and gives them con� dence they can 
continue to enjoy meat in their diet.
 Jane King, Chief Executive of the
 Agriculture and Horticulture Development
 Board (AHDB).
 Alan Clarke, Chief Executive of Quality 
 Meat Scotland (QMS).

Gwyn Howells, Chief Executive of Hybu
Cig Cymru/Meat Promotion Wales (HCC).

No mention of autism
Sir,
I was extremely disappointed that at the 
Argyll and Bute Council meeting on 
November 28 the policy lead for health and 
social care omitted yet again to mention the 
reinstatement of the Autism Strategy Group 
or make any reference to autism.

In fact when I questioned him on where he 
might be implementing policies relating to 
autism, he replied that he had made no pro-
gress as he had been busy with � nance.

I am cautiously optimistic that the chief of-
� cer of the Health and Social Care Partnership 
has made a commitment that the Autism 
Strategy Group will meet mid January and no 
later than the end of January, and that, a� er a 
lapse of a year, some progress might be made.

� ere has been a serious neglect of children 
and adults with autism in Argyll and Bute 
by the administration of Argyll and Bute 
Council and I will continue to endeavour to 

Tree leaves
� ere have been jokes a-plenty about the 
Tarbert tree calamity, and no doubt there 
will be many more.

Anyone can make a mistake, though, 
and there will be someone, perhaps in 
the council, feeling morti� ed.

� e fact is, however, that two days 
before the lights were due to be lit in 
a village celebration, Tarbert had no 
Christmas tree.

As this is being typed we don’t know 
what the outcome might be, but we 
strongly suspect that enough people will 
pull out the stops and get the village 
their tree.

And hopefully it’s another beauty.

Tree arrives
What a lovely wee ceremony in a frosty 
Furnace last weekend. � ere can be few 
more popular characters than Reverend 
Dr Roddy MacLeod, or ‘Dr Roddy’, and 
it was a nice gesture by local folk to plant 
a tree in his honour.

We wish Roddy, and the tree, all the 
very best.

Christmas congestion
If you have been expecting your 
festive event to be featured and it hasn’t 
appeared in the paper – don’t worry, 
it will appear over the next couple of 
editions.
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have the issues addressed without further 
delay and bring some comfort to the families 
involved.

Councillor Anne Horn.

A joyous evening
Sir,
On Wednesday November 27 Age Concern or-
ganised a St Andrew’s Night at Lochgilphead 
Bowling Club.

Myra Strathie and the others who helped her 
allowed us to have a lovely sit-down tea. � ere 
was also amazing entertainment from very 
talented youngsters. 

What a joy the whole evening was, including 
the massive ra�  e.

� anks to Age Concern and Myra for all 
your hard work. It is appreciated so very much.

Name and address supplied.

No veteran left homeless
Sir,
As we look forward to the festive period and 
temperatures continue to drop, we must spare 
a thought for those who have served our coun-
try but � nd themselves homeless.

� e No Homeless Veterans campaign 
(www.nohomelessveterans.org.uk), funded 
by the Forces in Mind Trust, calls on local 
authorities, homelessness charities and advice 
agencies to ‘� ink Veteran’.

Ed Tytherleigh, co-chair of the Cobseo
(Confederation of Service Charities)
Housing Cluster, London.

Reader Aileen Gillies sent us this gorgeous picture taken recently at Craobh Haven. The sun is setting 
over Scarba as the horses get a bite of hay before nightfall.

Send your favourite photographs for publication to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Labour and the Lib Dems 
are just too weak to beat the 
SNP here.

CON
33.2%

LIBDEM
18.2%

LAB
12.6%

SNP
36%

Promoted by J Kennedy on behalf of G Mulvaney both of 105 East Princes Street, Helensburgh G84 7DN. Printed by Mintueman Press of Helensburgh, 14 John Street, Helensburgh G84 5BA.
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Gary only 
needs 1,300 
more votes 
to beat the 
SNP

IT’S YOUR CHOICE:
IT’S EITHER GARY 
MULVANEY OR NICOLA 
STURGEON’S SNP
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An Ardrishaig piano 
recital to remember

A review by
Philip Bowden-Smith

Saturday November 30 was 
a cold and frosty day and, 
whilst the audience had the 
luxury of warm hats and 
coats to fend o�  the chill of 
a 12 degrees centigrade hall, 
this was not a� orded to solo-
ist of the day, the 32-year-old 
Ukrainian/Russian pianist 
Vitaly Pisarenko.

When many would, how-
ever, have struggled with the 
cold, from his � rst entry he 
appeared unphased by it and 
indeed gave us a memorable 
exhibition of astonishing 
virtuosity and musicianship.

Each half of his well-bal-
anced programme started 
with early Beethoven sonatas, 
beginning with his � rst, Op.2 
No. 1. Dedicated to his hero, 
Haydn, this was delivered 
with the reverence it deserved 
and the clarity and drive of 
the � nal Prestissimo would 
have pleased the dedicatee no 
end.

� e � rst half ended with two 
Chopin Polonaises – Op. 26 
Nos. 1 and 2 – and his third 
Ballade. � e second Polonaise 
was particularly impressive 
with its menacing opening 
� gure and Vitaly’s judicious 
use of the sustaining pedal 
lent great clarity to all three 

A garden of 
festive delight
Not your common or garden evening of entertainment, 
a special festive concert will be held next week near 
Minard.

Friends of Crarae will present their annual carol concert 
at Crarae Garden on Thursday December 12.

The evening will feature Cumlodden choir and guests, 
and the audience is welcome to sing along.

Festive refreshments and a ra�  e will be available at 
the concert, which opens at 6.30pm for a 7.30pm start.

Tickets will cost £6 on the door, and the National Trust 
for Scotland shop will be open for those last-minute 
gifts.

Festive cheer a-plenty at Crarae Garden. 
51_a49ChristChurchTrees09

pieces and indeed to all his 
recital.

A� er the intermission came 
Beethoven’s Sonata Op. 31 
No. 2. By this time Beethoven 
had developed his own 
individual persona and the 
three contrasting movements 
of this work were beautifully 
executed, particularly the 
Adagio with its slow melody 
and stuttering accompani-
ment and the contrasting 
� uidity of the � nal Allegretto.

Next we heard Bela Bartok’s 
Suite Op. 14. � is was typical 
Bartok from beginning to end 
– spikey, angular and gener-
ally very speedy and played 
with incredible precision. 
When I said to Vitaly that it 
sounded � endishly di�  cult 

he retorted: ‘It’s actually quite 
easy; I learned it in three 
days.’

While not normal fare for 
our audience this, hopefully, 
was an interesting introduc-
tion to Bartok’s sound world 
and certainly formed a good 
bridge between Beethoven 
and the � nal work in this re-
cital – Stravinsky’s Firebird.

Firebird is probably 
Stravinsky’s best known work 
apart from, maybe, his Rite of 
Spring, and both were origi-
nally written as ballet scores. 
However, due to their pop-
ularity, over time these and 
other works of his have been 
transcribed by various people 
for all sorts of instrumental 
combinations, and the Agosti 

transcription of Firebird for 
piano solo that Vitaly played 
as his � nale is probably the 
most well known. It makes 
huge demands on the soloist 
as Agosti endeavoured to 
encapsulate Stravinsky’s rich 
orchestration into a work for 
only two hands; it only works 
in the correct hands and 
Vitaly’s were just such hands.

� is was an electrifying 
rendition and not just for 
the sheer virtuosity as there 
were gorgeous quiet sections 
as well. � e thunderous 
applause at the end said it all.

Virtuosity is a given now-
adays and over the years we 
have heard some � ne pianists 
at Ardrishaig, but it was 
Vitaly’s musical integrity and 
attention to detail which was 
a cut above and truly inspi-
rational. � is was indeed a 
recital to remember.

� e concert, in Ardrishaig 
Public Hall, was staged by 
Mid Argyll Arts Association 
in association with Argyll 
and Bute Concert tours.

Vitaly Pisarenko 
performed at the Mid 
Argyll Arts Association 
concert in Ardrishaig 
Public Hall. 
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On December 12, four election 
candidates will battle it out to 
become Argyll and Bute’s MP, 
writes David McPhee.

Voters in Argyll and Bute 
will have to choose between 
Rhea Barnes (Labour), Gary 
Mulvaney (Conservative), 
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) and 
Alan Reid (Liberal Democrat).

� e Argyllshire Advertiser 
spoke with each of the can-
didates before next week’s 
election.

Rhea Barnes said: ‘I am a 
student, hospitality worker, 
law clinic volunteer and local 
girl from Taynuilt. I welcome 
the opportunity to stand for 
Labour and � ght for a better 
future for my home.

‘Argyll and Bute is a beauti-
ful place to live but there are 
problems – bills go up, the 
NHS fails, public services are 
cut and privatised, and wages 
stay the same. 

‘I know we can do better as 
a country and in a wealthy, 
moral and modern society I 
believe nobody should be too 
poor to live.

‘I have been through the sys-
tem and I understand when 
things don’t work so let’s do 
something about it.’

Gary Mulvaney said: ‘We 
need an MP who is able to 
push our needs from within 
government, not a member 
whose party’s sole obsession 
is independence and the poli-
tics of grievance and division.

‘As a local councillor of 17 
years, I know the issues that 
a� ect our towns, villages and 
the 23 islands we inhabit and, 
having worked in business, 
I understand the challenges 
they face too.

Vote tactically
‘� ere is so much to do and 

I am ready to get started. 
� e Lib Dems and Labour 
cannot win here this time, 
so unionists need to come 
together, lend their vote and 
vote tactically to stop Nicola 
Sturgeon.’

Brendan O’Hara said: 
‘� ere is no such thing as a 
good Brexit for Argyll and 
Bute. Our shell� sh producers, 
our farmers and our tourism 
industry will su� er. 

‘� at’s why in my four years 
as your MP, I have vigorously 
opposed a hard Tory Brexit. 
Brexit also threatens our 
NHS, with President Trump 
saying a UK-American 
trade deal could allow giant, 

pro� t-driven US drug corpo-
rations access to the NHS.

‘Are we to be part of an 
isolationist UK, adri�  from 
Europe or can we be a pro-
gressive, outward-looking, 
independent European 
nation?

‘A vote for the SNP says 
that Scotland has the right to 
choose its own future – one 
far removed from the chaos of 
Brexit.’

Alan Reid said: ‘I was the 
MP for Argyll and Bute for 14 
years until 2015 when I lost 
the seat despite increasing 
my vote. I am standing again 
because I want to stop Brexit 
and have no more independ-
ence referendums.

‘� e divisions these cause 
are bad for the country. We 
need to concentrate instead on 
attracting more jobs to Argyll 
and Bute and improving our 
public services, particularly 
the NHS and more child care.

‘Climate change is another 
threat we must tackle by 
generating electricity by re-
newable means. Doing so can 
bring jobs here. We must also 
complete the job of bringing 
superfast broadband to every 
home.’

Meet the candidates 
vying to be Argyll 
and Bute’s new MP

Gary Mulvaney (Conservative). Brendan O’Hara (SNP).

Alan Reid (Liberal Democrat). Rhea Barnes (Labour).

Argyll college recognised at awards

Argyll College has been ‘highly com-
mended’ in two categories at the College 
Development Network annual awards.

� e awards recognise the talent, skills and 
achievements of colleges, their sta�  and 
learners, showcasing the impact the sector 
is having on learners, communities, and the 
wider economy.

At the awards ceremony on � ursday 
November 21 at Radisson Blu in Glasgow, 
hairdressing tutor Elaine Smith and former 
Oban High School pupil, Finlay MacDonald 
collected a highly commended award for 
innovation for a computer game ‘Game of 
Tones’ used to teach how colour neutralisa-
tion works – a fundamental concept within 
the hairdressing curriculum.

Finlay is one of the college’s newest em-
ployees, having recently taken up the post 
of IT Modern Apprentice.

In the digital learning category, tutor 
Susannah Wilson collected another highly 
commended prize for a pilot project which 
utilises screen capture videos to provide 
personalised, formative feedback to stu-
dents. � is has proven to be a really e� ective 
way of improving students’ experience, 
enhancing engagement, and increasing 
student satisfaction.

College Principal Martin Jones said: ‘We 
are really delighted to see our e� orts in 
Innovation and digital learning being rec-
ognised in this way. I congratulate all of our 
sta�  who’ve been involved in these projects.’

Successful Argyll College students at the College Development Netork awards. 
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The audience listens intently. 

Argyll and Bute candidates 
face environmental grilling
Forget Brexit, never mind 
independence, and even the 
NHS can be shelved when 
it comes the single most im-
portant issue in next week’s 
General Election.

And that, according to 
youthful campaign group 
Time for Change Argyll, is 
quite simply climate and the 
environment.

Worried about climate 
change and degradation of 
habitats and species, the 
group organised an event at 
Lochgilphead High School 
advertised as an environmen-
tal hustings.

All four Argyll and Bute 
candidates turned up to face 
an audience of approaching 
90 people.

With Ardfern-based wild-
life guide and photographer 
Philip Price in the chair, the 
candidates were asked to give 
their view on environmental 
issues and their parties’ 
stance on the various strands 
of environmental policy.

First to speak was Labour 
candidate Rhea Barnes, who 
said: ‘We are on the precipice 

The candidates - from left, Brendan O’Hara, Gary Mulvaney, Alan Reid and Rhea Barnes.

The school hall was packed for the event. 

of environmental disaster. 
� e time to act is now.’ 

She added: ‘While acting 
as individuals towards zero 
waste, we are at the mercy 
of our neighbours, and big 
business runs rampant in 
Scotland.’

She claimed that Labour 
would aim for zero net emis-
sions by 2030 and invest £10 
billonover the next decade in 
the restoration of habitats.

Invest
Conservative candidate 

Gary Mulvaney said the 
Conservatives would invest 
£1 billion in other countries’ 
e� orts to ‘go green’. 

He said: ‘� e Conservatives 
are very focused on a green 
revolution. Next year we 
welcome the world climate 
change conference to 
Glasgow, and I would wel-
come Time for Change Argyll 
to go along.’

He added: ‘� ings will 
only change if we in Argyll 
and Bute, Scotland, the UK 
and internationally work 
together.’

‘� ere is no Planet B,’ said 
Alan Reid, candidate for the 
LibDems.

He continued: ‘We should 

put Brexit and independence 
behind us and concentrate on 
combating climate change.’

� e LibDems, he said, 
would plant 60 million trees 
annually, invest in habitat 
recovery and make a ‘mas-
sive investment’ in public 
transport.

SNP candidate Brendan 
O’Hara began by saying 
that it was ‘undeniable’ that 
the world was in a climate 
emergency.

He added: ‘I am pleased the 
Scottish Government has set 
challenging climate change 
targets, and I don’t think the 
UK Government is doing 
enough.’

Mr O’Hara talked about the 
‘abundance of renewable en-
ergy’ we have in Argyll, from 
wind and wave to tidal power.

He continued: ‘Energy 
decisions are being taken by 
a Westminster government 
still in thrall to the nuclear 
industry and devotees of 
fracking.

‘� ere is an opportunity 
for cleaner, greener energy. 
It won’t be easy, but doing 
nothing is not an option.’

A clearly passionate 
audience � red all kinds of 
questions at the candidates 
ranging from cycle routes, oil 
production public transport, 
CO2 emissions, renewable 
energy and the ongoing 
Global Climate Strike cam-
paign by young people.

With subject matter stray-
ing regularly beyond reserved 
Westminster matters into de-
volved areas of responsibility, 
the chair clearly came to the 
conclusion that it was point-
less to make any distinction, 
though the candidates strug-
gled at times to match their 
Westminster brie� ng notes 

to Holyrood issues.
� e chair wound up pro-

ceedings by thanking the 
audience, the candidates and 
Time for Change Argyll, add-
ing that he respected the fact 
that when they didn’t know 

the answer to a question, the 
candidates admitted it, rather 
than trying to wa�  e.

� e UK General Election 
takes place on � ursday 
December 12. Remember to 
cast your vote.

Look out for a podcast of 
the entire Time for Change 
Argyll hustings on the 
Argyllshire Advertiser web-
site from Friday December 6.

Photographs: 

Kevin McGlynn
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Christmas celebrations with 
a Scottish � avour in Furnace

School pupils � ew the � ag at their Christmas Fair. 
51_a49FurnaceSchoolSale02

Furnace folk had no shortage 
of things to do and ways to 
spend their money last week-
end, writes Colin Cameron.

� e cash, though, was 
well spent as the Guild had 
their Christmas event in the 
village hall while Furnace 
and Minard Primary Schools 
were holding their Scottish 
Christmas Fair across the 

Norma Jack and Jack Wilson were selling the chance to 
win the key to the Scottish teddy’s cabinet. 

Callum Connelly helps 
Jacqueline Fisher at her 

stall selling bottle lights 
and Christmas baubles. 

51_a49FurnaceSchoolSale03

Angela Burnett was on hand with delicious cakes for sale. 
51_a49FurnaceSchoolSale05

road on Saturday November 
30.

Many people supported 
both, and with the occasion 
coinciding with St Andrew’s 
Day, the school pupils and 
sta�  went to great lengths to 
make Christmas Scottish, 
with everything from 
Scottish produce to a tartan 
teddy.

A special festive refresh-
ments hamper was won by 
Brian Elder, while the key to 
win the Scottish teddy was 
found by Douglas Armstrong.

At Sarah MacDonald’s stall 
visitors were given the chance 
to ‘Find the Elf ’, where Sarah 
Shackleton was the lucky 
winner of a £30 Love to Shop 

voucher. � e busy a� ernoon 
of fundraising gathered 
welcome funds for the school.

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk
www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU
We now have a depot in Linwood which can receive goods

If you order online and they don’t deliver to your address give us a call. 
We can collect from our Linwood address at favourable rates.

We are in Ikea everyday for next day delivery to all Argyll and Bute.

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 

Going the extra 
mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community
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Science matters
DOROTHY H CRAWFORD

In 1997 IBM’s supercomputer 
Deep Blue beat the then 
world chess champion, Garry 
Kasparov, at his own game.

Chess players around the 
globe were astonished, be-
lieving until then that chess 
required too much � rst-hand 
knowledge for a machine to 
assimilate.  But that was just 
the beginning.

� e science of arti� cial in-
telligence (AI) has made huge 
strides since then, o� en using 
success in games to demon-
strate progress applicable to 
other � elds.

A� er non-random, 
two-player games where one 
person’s gain is the others 
loss (zero sum) like ‘checkers’ 
and ‘Go’ were conquered, 

What next 
in artifi cial 
intelligence?

Computers can now beat even the best of human poker players. Photograph: Shutterstock

the challenge became 
multiple-player games with 
build-in randomness (for 
example the throw of a dice) 
and hidden information. 
And to quote from a recent 
report, ‘No other popular 
recreational game captures 
the challenges of hidden 
information as e� ectively and 
as elegantly as poker.’*

So for the past 20 years one 
big challenge for AI scientists 
has been to develop systems 
that can play and win at 
poker. Zero sum two-player, 
no-limit poker was conquered 
in 2018, leaving multi-player 
poker as a major goal.

� e commonest form of 
poker played by elite human 
professionals worldwide is 

six-player no-limit Texas 
Hold’em poker. In this 
variant each player’s hand 
contains two hidden and � ve 
communal cards. � e num-
ber of players and the hidden 
information considerably 
increase the complexity of the 
problem for AI scientists.

Nevertheless, a recent 
report* describes Pluribus, 
a superhuman AI playing 
against groups of elite profes-
sional players each of whom 
had won over $1 million from 
the game.

Pluribus learned to play by 
repeatedly playing against 
itself to re� ne its technique. It 
then played games involving 
either � ve humans and one 
AI or one human and � ve 

AIs. In both formats 10,000 
hands were played and 
Pluribus’ very high win rate 
proved it to be stronger than 
its human opponents.

But this advance is not 
all about games; it amply 

demonstrates that computers 
can now act as an alterna-
tive to human intelligence. 
Many real-world, complex, 
multiplayer, imperfect-in-
formation situations, such 
as auctions, cybersecurity, 

medical diagnosis, � nancial 
trading and military strategy 
could bene� t from this kind 
of algorithm.

When will your job be 
replaced?

*Science 365, 885-890. 2019.

TIREE
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Loch Fyne lights 
up for Christmas

Lamps are lit ahead of the Furnace festive switch-on. 
51_a49ChristmasLights_Furnace01

It was Furnace which led 
the Loch Fyne-side way on 
Saturday November 30 as the 
community gathered for the 
big 6pm switch-on.

Lamps created a wonderful 
atmosphere on a cold winter’s 
night and a healthy crowd 
of all generations gathered 
at the tree to count down 
to Billy McCheyne’s big 
switch-on.

� en it was back to the 
hall for mulled wine, mince 
pies and a performance by 
the children from Furnace 
Primary School. All dona-
tions go towards covering the 
event and upkeep of the hall.

Inveraray Community 
Council organised an excel-
lent festive lights switch-on 
event later the same evening, 
complete with Santa, a 
pipe band and burgers. 

� e evening also saw the 
announcement of Inveraray’s 
Unsung Hero for the year.

Mid Argyll Pipe Band led 
a chilly lantern-lit parade 
through an eerily dark 
Inveraray with the street-
lights turned o�  for the 
occasion.

A� er the switch-on, it was 
over to Inveraray � re station 
for more musical entertain-
ment from the pipe band, 
with refreshments served 
by Inveraray Shinty Club 
volunteers to wash down 
delicious burgers served by 
Lorraine Bell, Jim Divers and 
Marianne Hunt.

Last year’s Inveraray 
Unsung Hero was Donald 
John (DJ) MacDonald, and 
he was given the prestigious 
job of riding beside Santa on 
his sleigh along Inveraray 
Main Street before o�  cially 
switching on the town lights.

� e Unsung Hero for 2019 – 

organised by the community 
council and voted for by the 
public – is Sheena Stewart, 
warden at Chalmers Court 
sheltered housing for almost 
28 years.

As she was presented with 
her award by Inveraray 
Community Council conven-
er Linda Divers, Sheena said: 
‘I’m absolutely gobsmacked. 
I’m overwhelmed and hum-
bled by the kindness shown to 
me from the community.’

She joked: ‘It’s a long time 
since I’ve been speechless.’

Sheena’s framed award 
certi� cate read: ‘� ank you 
for all you do to make our 
community a better place to 
live. Congratulations!’

As well as beautiful � owers, 
a bottle of bubbly and her 
certi� cate, Sheena received a 
voucher for a meal for two at 
the Inveraray Inn.

Linda Divers said a� er-
wards: ‘� anks to Balfour 

Beatty for putting the lights 
up, and to the Inveraray 
� re� ghters for the use of their 
station and the donation for 
the burgers and the sweeties 
for the kids.

‘We also appreciate the sup-
port of Inveraray Golf Club, 
Christmas Dove, Loch Fyne 
Whiskies and Bogey Doyle. 
� anks to the Inveraray 
Inn team, Cathie and Amy 
for manning Santa’s grotto; 
Lorraine, Jim and Marianne 
for the burgers and the shinty 
boys for the bar.

‘We really appreciate the 
fantastic contribution, too, of 
Mid Argyll Pipe Band, who 
were great.

She added: ‘And thanks, DJ, 
for switching on the lights.’

More photographs, pages 
16. Look out for big festive 
light switch-on events in 
Tarbert on Friday December 
6 and Ardrishaig the follow-
ing evening. 

Billy McCheyne (centre of photograph with dog) 
performed the o�  cial switch on. 51_a49ChristmasLights_Furnace06

Enjoy a fun and exciting evening with incredible food, live music, 
dancing, and a joyous celebration while we ring in the bells!

TO MAKE A ROOM OR DINNER RESERVATION,  
EMAIL RESERVATIONS@MACHDUNES.COM OR CALL 01586 810 019

MACHRIHANISH DUNES
C E L E B R A T E  H O G M A N A Y  A T

3 1  D E C E M B E R

5:00PM-9:00PM: 
Enjoy a Special Hogmanay Meal

UNTIL 9PM: 
“Dance ‘Til The Bells” Disco

5:00PM-9:00PM: 
Extraordinary Specials from Chef Gordon

UNTIL 9PM: 
Live Music Featuring Matthew McCallister
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Excitement builds around the Furnace tree as the countdown approaches. 
51_a49ChristmasLights_Furnace04

Mid Argyll Pipe Band led the parade in Inveraray. 51_a49ChristmasLights_Inveraray09

Donald John MacDonald (right) had the honour of performing this year’s 
Inveraray Christmas lights switch-on. He is pictured on the sleigh with Santa. 
51_a49ChristmasLights_Inveraray02



� e Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 6 December 201916  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Lena, Sara and Ranya Bakali had a great time at Santa’s grotto. 51_a49ChristmasLights_Inveraray16

Children and families excitedly follow Santa’s sleigh with lamps at Inveraray. 
51_a49ChristmasLights_Inveraray07

Cooking and serving the burgers at Inveraray � re station were, from left, Marianne Hunt, 
Lorraine Bell and Jim Divers. 51_a49ChristmasLights_Inveraray11
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WHAT’S ON IN MID ARGYLL

ENtErtaiNmENt
LEiSUrE &

Inn for a great night of music ...
It was standing room only at the Inveraray 
Inn when Iain MacPhail and his Scottish 
Dance Band were guest artistes at the No-
vember meeting of Inveraray Accordion 
and Fiddle Club.

Supporting players on Wednesday 
November 13 were Fyne Folk, with Sally 
Hall, Alex John MacLeod and Jake MacKay 
on �ddles and Agnes Liddell on keyboard. 

‘Moothie’
Also playing were Alex MacKinnon, Helen 

Murray and Willie Buchanan on accordion, 
all accompanied by Jimmy MacDonald on 
keyboard; Miller Frondigonn on ‘moothie’ 
and Jake and Agnes on ‘moothie’ and 

keyboard. All their selections were much 
enjoyed. 

The guest artistes, with Iain on lead ac-
cordion, Brian Gri�n on second accordion, 
Judith Smith on �ddle, Ishbel Hodgson on 
keyboard and George Darling on drums, 
delighted the audience with a very well 
rehearsed programme in both sessions, 
�nishing o� with a sing-a-long medley.

Club chairman, Niall Iain MacLean, 
thanked all the artistes for yet another 
great night of music and the club looks 
forward next week to �ddle maestro 
Archie MacAllister and his trio making a 
welcome return.

Mid Argyll and Tarbert will sparkle
Twinkling lights will bright-
en Tarbert’s sky as Santa 
makes a visit to the village on 
Friday December 6.

�e festive switch-on will 
take place at 6pm, with the 
popular Tarbert Christmas 
Fair running from 4pm to 
8pm at the Templar Arts and 
Leisure Centre.

Ahead of the light-up, a 
children’s parade will take 
place from the village coast-
guard station, before carols 
are sung around the tree.

Santa will be in his grotto in 
the Templar Hall before and 
a�er the light switch-on from 
4.30pm to 5.15pm then from 
6.15pm until 7.30pm.

�e lights are up and ready 
to sparkle in Ardrishaig, 
thanks to MacLeod 
Construction Limited.

�e Christmas lights 
switch-on and party, 
organised by Ardrishaig 
Community Trust, will be 
held on Saturday December 
7.

Soup and hot dogs will 
be served from 5pm and 
Mid Argyll Pipe Band and 
Ardrishaig Primary School 
will keep the crowds enter-
tained before the big switch-

on at 6.30pm. �e party will 
then continue in the North 
Hall, with a visit from Santa 
and plenty of fun for all the 
family.

In Lochgilphead, shoppers 
can enjoy late night festive 
shopping when business 
owners keep their doors open 
late on �ursday December 
12.

Shops open until 8pm 
include �e Square Peg; 
Marmalade Deli; Danny’s 
ironmongers, Argyll Book 
Centre; R&S Stovecra�; 
Breagha; Mary’s Meals; �e 

Mail Box; Bluestone; Argyll 
Pharmacy; Love Dove Studio; 
�e Sweetie Jar; West Coast 
Home; Argyll Gi� Company; 
D&Ds Wool and Cra�s, �e 
Archway gallery and Fyne 
Tackle.

�is is a fantastic opportu-
nity for shoppers to experi-
ence an evening shopping in 
Lochgilphead for that perfect 
gi� while supporting local 
businesses.

And, with the town 
Christmas tree now spar-
kling, there is a real festive 
feel to Lochgilphead.

Lochgilphead’s Christmas tree going up on the Front 
Green.

Iain MacPhail and his Scottish Dance Band were guest performers at the November 
meeting of Inveraray Accordion and Fiddle Club. 
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Tapping toes as Inveraray 
Senior Citizens celebrate 

Jim, Jake, Jane and Agnes in full � ow. 

Annual Celtic and Pictish 
festival picks new venue

Be ready at the Ropework for plenty of wild fun and games. 06_a32PictFest31

Lochgilphead’s annual Celtic and Pictish 
festival will move from the front green in 
2020, organisers have announced.

Run by Lochgilphead Community 
Council, the colourful festival celebrates 
ancient heritage including music, art, 
crafts, and more warlike traditions.

With a major redevelopment of Lochgil-
phead front green due to get under way 
in the spring of next year, the community 
council has announced that the next fes-
tival will be held on the town’s Ropework 
Park on Saturday August 1.

More details to follow.

A toe-tapping a� ernoon 
of music was enjoyed by 
Inveraray Senior Citizens 
as they celebrated St 
Andrew’s Day in the 
town’s Nicoll Hall.

Jake MacKay and 
friends entertained the 
Wednesday club with 
some great tunes and a 
singalong favourites.

Club organisers wish 
to thank Jake, Jane, 
Agnes and Jim for their 
continued support and 
entertainment.

The senior citizens enjoyed a great afternoon of music.

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special 
festive message and send or hand in to:-

CAMPBELTOWN COURIER, MAIN & LONGROW SOUTH, MAIN ST, CAMPBELTOWN PA28 6AE: 01586 554646
ARGYLLSHIRE ADVERTISER, 44 ARGYLL ST, LOCHGILPHEAD PA31 8NB: 01546 602345

ONLY £20 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number

Deadline Friday 6th December. To appear Friday 13th December

20 words maximum  PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME .......................................................................................

ADDRESS .................................................................................

...................................................................................................

.......................................... Tel ...................................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, 

Campbeltown

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 13th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £20
B

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, 

Campbeltown

C

John and 
Jane Smith, 

campbeltown
would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

MESSAGE 20 words maximum
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Billy keeps them 
guessing in Tayvallich

Billy’s tricks were projected, larger than life, on a screen at 
the back of the stage. 

Rotary Christmas 
fayre comes 
around again
One of the Christmas 
highlights for children all 
over Mid Argyll is Santa’s 
grotto at Lochgilphead 
Parish Church Hall.

Each year the jolly chap in 
the red suit sets up camp in 
the hall to hand out some 
fantastic presents.

Santa Claus comes each 
year thanks to an invitation 
by Mid Argyll Rotary, and 
there will also be tea, co� ee 
and homebaking served on 
the day, courtesy of the 19th 
Argyll Scouts. Look out, too, 
for the ever-popular ra�  e.

It is going to be a fabulous 
festive occasion on Saturday 
December 7. Santa will be in 
residence from 2-4pm, with 
an audience – with present 
and a photo included – 
costing £6 per child.

Don’t miss out on your 
chance to join in the festive 
fun, and all proceeds from 
the day proceeds go to 
good causes throughout the 
area.

GETINVOLVED
email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Tayvallich resounded to gasps 
of amazement and peals of 
incredulous laughter when 
award-winning magician 
Billy Reid brought his show, 

Billy Reid with two young volunteers. 

Ewan Halley
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Watch Closer, to the village 
hall on Friday November 29.

Scottish Close-Up Magician 
of the Year, Billy had a large 
crowd of all ages hanging 
on his every word and move 
as he wowed them with his 
cunning stunts.

In his introduction to the 
show, Billy asked the audi-
ence to practice their ‘Oohs’ 
and ‘Aahs’, but the rehearsal 
turned out to be unnecessary 
because these reactions 
erupted spontaneously dur-
ing the performance. 

Balloons burst to reveal 
confectionery; cards seemed 
to travel in time and space; 
mind reading had everybody 
wondering ‘How on earth 
did he do that?’; and balls 
shape-shi� ed to lemons and 
limes. Classic magic tricks 
were brought up to date with 
the aid of a camera and pro-
jector as Billy’s hands were 
projected larger than life on a 
screen at the back of the stage. 
� ere seemed to be no place 
to hide and yet the audience 
were still � ummoxed.

Billy, a native of Glasgow, 
has a naturally engaging style 
and his patter and personality 
had the punters in his pock-

ets: almost literally, when one 
young volunteer had to vouch 
for the whereabouts of a deck 
of cards. 

� e touching � nale was 
a sustained card trick por-
traying the lyrics of Dougie 
MacLean’s alternative nation-
al anthem, Caledonia.

Billy encouraged everyone 

to follow their dreams, as he 
did three years ago when he 
gave up his day job to pursue 
a full-time career as a magi-
cian. Billy caught the magic 
bug as an impressionable 
10-year-old, and perhaps the 
magicians of tomorrow in 
the audience will have been 
similarly inspired.

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

FRIENDS OF CRARAE
ANNUAL CAROL CONCERT

featuring
The Cumlodden 
Choir & Guests

CRARAE GARDENS 
VISITOR CENTRE

Thursday 12th December 
Doors open 6.30 for 7.30 

start
Tickets £6 on door

Festive refreshments & raffl e
NTS Shop open for last 

minute gifts

MID ARGYLL ROTARY
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Lochgilphead Parish 
Church Hall

Saturday, 7th December
2pm - 4pm

Santa’s Grotto - Home 
Baking - Teas, Coffee, 
Cakes - Raffl e Draw

CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT APPEAL
Could you help make Christmas 

special for those who may have little 
or nothing on Christmas morning?

If so, please leave new, unwrapped gifts at:
Bank of Scotland, Lochgilphead

before Friday, 20th December at 5pm

Let It Snow
COFFEE & CAROLS

Join us for an afternoon of 
festive music in the

Town Hall, Campbeltown
Sunday 15th December

2 - 4pm
Hosted by Ensemble Choirs

Adults £2, Children £1
Usual stalls

1st Campbeltown 
Company Boys' 

Brigade
CHRISTMAS PIE 

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 7th December 

Lorne & Lowland 
Old Church Hall

10.00am - 12.00 noon
Adults £2, Children £1

Baking · Guess weight of 
cake etc.

Let It SnowLet It Snow

Inveraray & District
Accordion 

& Fiddle Club
Inveraray Inn

Wednesday 11th December
At 7.30pm

Guest Artistes
Archie MacAllister Trio

Supporting players most 
welcome
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Community and Christmas 
at Craignish hall

Janine Calder’s Catchacarrot vegan cakes. 

by Liberty Hampton
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Craignish Village Hall’s an-
nual Christmas market and 
cafe had a winter wonderland 
feel, complete with carols, 
mulled wine and delicious 
food.

Bea’s Kitchen helper Bonnie Stephen with hot mulled 
wine.

Liam Byres of LJB Metal Works sells his wares. 
Edie Elliot with her acrylic 
paintings. 

As well as being a major 
fundraiser for the hall, this 
year three charities will also 
bene� t from proceeds includ-
ing Feedback Madagascar, 
Seed for Life Feed for Life and 
Samos Volunteers.

Open Friday and Saturday, 
November 29 and 30, two 

dozen stalls were packed with 
beautiful hand-cra� ed items 
including jewellery, cards, 
clothing and fresh baking and 
they were buzzing with happy 
shoppers.

Bea’s Kitchen provided 
scrumptious organic hot 
meals ‘cooked with love’ 

including wild venison pie 
and beetroot and red onion 
tart tatin.

Organisers were delighted 
to welcome many younger en-
trepreneurs this year, selling 
a range of home-made goods 
including bags, metal pieces 
and artwork. 

Craignish Primary School 
produced a great selection 
of decorations, many made 
from recycled materials, and 
baked goods.

A ra�  e was also held to 
raise funds for the hall. � is 
annual event was greatly 
enjoyed by everyone and 
the organisers would like to 
thank volunteers and stall 
holders for their time and 
help in once again making 
this a real community calen-
dar highlight.
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000 or 
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Sponsored by 
NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. 
Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 
for your 
insurance needs

Don’t miss 
annual 
winter 
show
Kintyre Agricultural Society 
will be holding its annual 
winter show at Ballygreggan 
Farm tomorrow, Saturday 
December 7.

The show, which begins 
at 10.45am, is once again 
kindly sponsored by SRUC.

A spokesperson said: 
‘Some of the � nest dairy 
cattle in the country will be 
on show but unfortunately, 
due to work commitments 
and illness, the Clydesdale 
horse and the pony section 
has been postponed but it 
is hoped that a show for the 
horses may be arranged in 
the New Year.’

The society is very 
grateful to the Millar 
family for hosting the show 
at Ballygreggan once again.

Oban – United Auctions 
Tuesday November 26 sold 
959 sheep of all classes at the 
last sheep sale of the year at 
this centre. � e 559 lambs 
averaged £40.42 (+£7.54) and 
298 Ewes averaged £34.21 
(+£13.65). All classes of sheep 
sold very well and to an active 
ringside of buyers.
 LAMBS – SUFFx - £68.00, 
Mid Farm; £60.00, Daltote; 
£56.00, Glebe; £55.00, 
Torbhlaren.
 TEXx - £72.00, Torbhlaren; 

£70.00, 15 Keil Cro� ; £62.00, 
Wood Cottage Cro� ; £56.00, 
3 Baligrundle; £56.00, Tyree; 
£55.00, Achaleven. CHEV 
- £58.00, Gallanachmore; 
£58.00, 8 Kilkenneth, Tiree; 
£58.00, Daltote; £55.00, 
Burnbank.
 CROSS - £56.50, Kilbride 
Farm; £56.00, Achaleven; 
£55.00, Kilbride Farm; £54.00, 
Killiechronan Estate.
 MULE - £60.00, Killie-
chronan Estate. BF - £51.00, 
Gallanachmore; £51.00, 

Wood Cottage Cro� ; £50.00, 
Treshnish Farm.
 EWES – SUFFx - £76.00, 
Mannal, Tiree; £75.00, Mid 
Farm. BFL - £68.00, Croish, 
Tiree. TEXx - £73.00, 15 Keil 
Cro� . CHEV - £67.00, Croish, 
Tiree; £60.00, 8 Kilkenneth, 
Tiree; £60.00, Wood Cottage 
Cro� ; £56.00, Mid Farm. 
CROSS - £54.00, Torbhlaren.  
 MULE - £47.00, Glenshellach. 
BF - £47.50, Burnbank; £42.00, 
Knock Farm; £41.00, Ensay 
Farm.

Last sheep sale of the year in Oban

CONTACTUS
EMAIL US AT 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
T E L E P H O N E 
01546 602345

The NFUS roadshow 
ploughs into Tarbert
National Farmers’ Union 
Scotland (NFUS) ploughed 
into Tarbert last Friday as part 
of a 15-date policy roadshow.

A good turnout of farming 
and cro� ing members from 
across the region attended 
the event, and one in Oban 
later the same day, which 
saw NFUS vice-president 
Martin Kennedy, director of 
policy Jonnie Hall and re-
gional board chairman John 
Dickson in attendance.

In a week that saw him 
meet farming and cro� ing 
members on Skye, Benbecula, 
Lewis and Harris, Mr 
Kennedy said: ‘At a time of 
great change, it has never 
been more important for the 
union to meet with members 
to discuss the huge range of 
issues that they face.

Opportunity
‘By the time the roadshows 

� nish next week, we will have 
had 15 meetings around the 
country giving every member 
the opportunity to discuss 
the urgent policy matters 
that will inevitably impact on 
them in the months and years 
ahead.

‘With great turnouts so far, 
issues have ranged from con-
vergence, Brexit and future 
support to climate change, 
species management and 
supply chains and it is clear 
every sector faces a period of 
signi� cant change.’

Mr Hall added: ‘Politics and 
policy are rapidly shaping our 
industry’s future at a time 
when farming and cro� ing 

face unprecedented physical 
and � nancial challenges.

‘From convergence, Brexit 
and future support to climate 
change and supply chains, 
every sector of Scottish 
agriculture faces a period of 
signi� cant change. At the 

same time, Scottish agricul-
ture must also make the most 
of any new opportunities.

Prosperous future
‘Our priority is to secure 

a prosperous future for 
Scottish agriculture and all 
that it underpins.

‘� ese 15 roadshows present 
an opportunity for members 
to have their say on urgent 
policy matters that will inev-
itably impact on them in the 
months and years to come.’

Starting on � ursday, 
November 7 in Castle Douglas, 

NFUS director of policy Jonnie Hall, regional board chairman John Dickson and NFUS vice-president Martin Kennedy, 
who were present to answer questions at Friday’s roadshow. 15_T49_NFUSRoadshow

the tour took in Dingwall, 
� urso, Kirkwall, Irvine, 
Inverurie, Perth, Broad-
ford, Benbecula, Storno-
 way, Lerwick, Tarbert, Oban 
and Carfraemill before � n-
ishing at Stepps near Glasgow 
yesterday.

Guaranteed finest quality in large square, round or small conventional bales. 
CHEAPEST FOR YEARS.  Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer or 

smaller rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCL. ISLANDS.     

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake, unmatched spread cover

 HAY & HAYLAGE              STRAW
       timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
01360 660323

u
SAWDUST

Premier white or 
coloured heavy bales  

u

One phone call could save you 
££’s. Special offers (especially 

on straw, sawdust & small 
bale hay) until 31/12/19

  

est. 1975 
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A
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Kintyre Agricultural Society
WINTER SHOW
On Saturday 7th December

 Ballygreggan Farm
at 10.45am  

Sponsored by: Scottish 
Agricultural College

S R U C 
John Armour (Secretary)

01586 810231 (day) 
552404 (evening)

e-mail: tirfergus01@
btconnect.com
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Accredited Installer  • Scottish Water Approved Contractor  • SEPA & CHAS Registered

CALL: 01546 603989 or
Callum : 07917 358285  •  Martin: 07782 313517

info@mbcargyll.com   •   mbcargyll.com

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
Do you need your tank checked? Need an

installation quote? We’re here to help.

IC TATAT NK SERVRVR

In Association
with 

Turley Bros.
Concrete Tanks

123 x 80 MBC_01.qxp_Layout 1  25/11/2019  17:19  Page 1

Call 01778 392014 and quote CHRISTMAS FOR YOU 
or go online and enter http://bit.ly/35mzcRC to purchase.

To enjoy Scottish Field magazine all year round
Simply…

CHRISTMAS FOR YOU

To enjoy Scottish Field magazine all year roundTo enjoy Scottish Field magazine all year round

SPREAD THE COST AND PAY 
JUST £10.69 QUARTERLY

plus receive a FREE Scottish Field mini calendar
worth £7.99

CHRISTMAS FOR YOU

Treat yourself to Scottish Field this Christmas
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Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com





Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free collection 
all types of of 4x4 vehicles double cab and single 
cabs pickups shogun landrover defenders Isuzu 
Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux discovery 

any vehicle considered old or new any condition 
running or not high miles rotten chassis over 
heating top price paid without any hassle we 
also buy motorhomes touring caravans and 

commercial vans and trucks.

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the 
age or condition we can make a cash o� er. Young or 

old, all makes and models, engine problems, farm used, 
accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, Landrover 
Toyota, Nissan etc... We also buy 

MOT failures and accident damage 
vehicles. Anything considered.

WANTED

Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of 4x4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Mitsubishi, Kia , Ford etc and all 4x4 

pickups. Older models and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravansand motor 

homes, campers etc, high mileage, 
MOT failures or damp, all considered, 

any make or model, will travel. 
T: 07885 203020 or

E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL 
BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR 

SECOND WEEK FREE£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000

26 MOTORS Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
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RECRUITMENT
Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

We’ve made 
it even 

easier to 
fi nd your 

next job in 
the perfect 

location.

Download 
our app for 

free at 
hijobs.co.uk/

app

Careplus (Bute)
Careplus are looking for reliable 

Support Staff to work on the Isle of Seil – 
30 min south from Oban.

Staff will need to be drivers with a car / 
or car can be provided.

Staff Enhanced Conditions Include:
• Block Hours per day including Travel days
• All Travel Expenses
• Daily Allowance
• Free Accommodation in the area
• Signing on Payment

If you are interested please contact :

Careplus
19 Gallowgate, Rothesay- 

Isle of Bute, PA20 0HR
Tel – 01700 502650

Email – info@careplusbute.com

Argyll Animal Aid will be having an exciting 
relaunch and restructure in the New Year!  We 
are happy to announce that we are currently 

recruiting for the following posts: 
2 x Full time Animal Welfare workers

1 x Senior Admin/Project Assistant: 
hours can be negotiable on this post, so long 

as they fit the needs of the charity. 

We are also recruiting for both sessional 
workers and volunteers!

Post salaries are dependent upon experience. 
Please contact Kristin MacKillop 

for recruitment pack
kristin.mackillop@gmail.com

Argyll Animal Aid is a Registered Charity: SCO13211

The Isle of Gigha Heritage 
Trust are looking to appoint a 
Head Gardener to the famous 

ACHAMORE GARDENS on 
the beautiful Isle of Gigha.
To find out more, please 
visit www.gigha.org.uk 

> Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust 
> Job Vacancies

Project 
Co-ordinator
Salary range: £28,000-£32,000 p/a.

Closing date: 5pm, 10/12/2019. Interviews will 
take place week commencing 16/12/2019.

For further information and to apply, 
please visit our website:  
www.kilmartin.org/home/get-involved/vacancies/

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 
Senior Carer - £10.25 - £10.88 per hour

Carer - £9.18 per hour
Cook - £11.58 per hour

Housekeeping staff - £8.37 per hour
Full and part-time permanent positions. 

Good pay and conditions. 
Experience not essential as training will be given. 

Paid breaks and pension scheme.
Salary increases under review.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






SITE MANAGER – OBAN
We are looking for an experienced Site 
Manager to join our team in Dunbeg 
Development in Oban. The successful 
candidate will be responsible for organising & 
monitoring progress, meeting deadlines and 
ensuring a safe working environment. This 
a full time/permanent position 8am-5.30pm 
(Mon-Fri). 
Please send CV to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk 
or call 01546 602989 for further information.
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Donald McLean 
Contractors

Groundworker/
Roadworker

A position has become available within 
the firm for an experienced groundworker/
roadworker, preferably with NRSWA 
accreditation. Applicants should hold a 
full UK driving licence. Pay will be based 
on experience and relevant qualifications 
held.

Applications must include a written CV 
detailing previous experience which 

should be emailed only to
office@donaldmcleancontractors.com.

Donald McLean 
Contractors

Ganger Groundworker/
Roadworker

A position has become available within the 
firm for an experienced ganger groundworker/
roadworker, preferably with NRSWA 
accreditation. Applicants should hold a 
full UK driving licence and must be able to 
demonstrate leadership and mentoring skills. 
Pay will be based on experience and relevant 
qualifications held.

Applications must include a written CV 
detailing previous experience 

which should be emailed only to 
office@donaldmcleancontractors.com.

Call 01778 392014 and quote 
CHRISTMAS FOR YOU or go online and enter 

http://bit.ly/35mzcRC to purchase.

To enjoy Scottish Field magazine all year round
Simply…

Treat yourself to 
Scottish Field 
this Christmas

SPREAD THE COST 
AND PAY JUST 

£10.69 QUARTERLY
plus receive a FREE 

Scottish Field mini calendar 
worth £7.99



PUBLIC NOTICES
Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING 
These applications listed below may be inspected between 
09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. They can also be viewed electronically 
through Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and at your Local Customer Service Point (check opening times). 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/02417/LIB Internal alterations to form 

tea and cocktail lounge
1 Glebe Street, 
Campbeltown, Argyll 
And Bute, PA28 6JJ

19/02431/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
with detached garage, 
installation of septic tank 
and formation of access

Land North Of 
Fairfield, Kilkenzie, 
Campbeltown, Argyll 
And Bute

19/02418/PP Change of use of 
hairdressing salon (Class 1) 
to tea and cocktail lounge 
(Class 3)

1 Glebe Street, 
Campbeltown, Argyll 
And Bute, PA28 6JJ

19/02406/PP Refurbishment and 
extension to existing 
lean-to greenhouse

Gartholm, Witchburn 
Road, Campbeltown, 
Argyll And Bute, PA28  
6JU

19/02415/LIB Renovation works to shop 
front including display of 
fascia sign and external 
wall mounted menu display 
case (non illuminated)

2A Main Street, 
Campbeltown, Argyll 
And Bute, PA28 6AG

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted 
online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, 
Council Libraries and on the Councils website.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Election of Trustees to Board of Tarbert 
(Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority

This is a voluntary position requiring a 
commitment of 1- 2 days per month

Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority, a Trust Port, is seeking 
applications from candidates willing to stand for election to the Board 
of Trustees.  We are looking for four high quality individuals with an 
interest in public service to fill forthcoming vacancies. Trust Ports differ 
from company or local authority-owned ports by their constitution and 
powers.  All Port activities are funded within revenue, supplemented 
in some cases by commercial borrowing up to prescribed limits.  The 
Board is made up of a number of members with local or specialised 
knowledge. Election will be for a period of three years.   The Election 
is scheduled for 14 March 2020 and successful candidates will be 
appointed from 1 April 2020.  

Candidates should be able to demonstrate ability and a proven track 
record in their chosen profession or other activities, such as community 
work.  Commitment and experience are as valuable as qualifications, 
although in some areas specialist experience will be an advantage.  You 
will be required to work with senior and professional staff, so experience 
of achieving results through demanding board or committee work is 
important, as is the ability to grasp complex issues quickly and express 
yourself clearly.  Residence within a reasonable distance of the port 
and familiarity with local issues in the region surrounding the port are 
highly desirable.  The position of Trustee is non-remunerated.

Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority is committed to the principles of 
public appointment on the basis of merit and aptitude with openness 
and transparency of process.  Political activity will not be a criterion for 
appointment, but candidates must fully support the objectives of the 
Board.  If you wish to be considered for election please write to The 
Office Manager, Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority, Harbour Office, 
Tarbert PA29 6TR to request an information pack

Closing date for Applications: 31 January 2020.

Save the Royal Way
“The Royal Way” is an ancient public right of way 
following the route of least gradient from Tarbert 
Harbour to Tarbert Castle.  
In recent years hundreds of people openly, 
peaceably and as a right walked the route, including 
the section from Tarbert Academy, via Baluachrach, 
to the scheduled monuments of Tarbert Medieval 
Burgh & Environs and Tarbert Castle.
However, a planning application now threatens 
the Royal Way’s  existence.  The application is 
for a change of use of land near the new house 
“Cairnview”, Baluachrach from “vacant land” to 
“residential garden ground”.  The applicants have 
stated that if the application is approved they will 
permanently close the right of way. 
As present custodians of our people’s rights and 
cultural heritage we cannot allow that to happen.
Argyll & Bute Council has a statutory duty to “assert, 
protect and keep open” public rights of way and a 
procedure to gather and use evidence of people’s 
use of rights of way.
However, they need people to provide their 
evidence and this notice is a call to people to stand 
up and declare their use of the threatened section 
of the Royal Way.
The Council uses an online form to gather evidence 
from people who wish to claim that a right of way 
exists or may exist.  To submit evidence of your use 
of the Royal Way please either complete the “Public 
Rights of Way Questionaire” at:  argyll-bute.gov.uk/
public-rights-way, or contact the Access Team by 
your preferred means.
Those wishing further information or assistance 
may also contact the Campaign Secretary, Save the 
Royal Way by phone at 01880 820 404 or find us on 
Facebook.
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TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
A83 REST AND BE THANKFUL 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTION 55A 
OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984 
The Scottish Ministers hereby give notice that they have determined 
that the project to address the landslide risk on the A83 trunk road at 
Rest and Be Thankful which is within the Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park is –
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 
2011/92/EU (“the Directive”) on the assessment of the effects of 
certain public and private projects on the environment as amended 
by Council Directive No. 2014/52/EU of the European Parliament 
and Council; 
(b) a relevant project within the meaning of section 55A of the Roads 
(Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the Directive, but 
that having regard to – 
(i) the selection criteria contained in Annex III of the Directive,
(ii) the results of the Environmental Screening Assessment using 
Annex III criteria and the consultations with the following statutory 
consultees: Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park, Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage and 
Argyll Fisheries Trust and Board.
(iii) The works are located on the A83 trunk road at Rest and Be 
Thankful, Glen Croe, between Tarbet and Cairndow. The works will 
involve the excavation of one debris pit to intercept debris flows 
as well as an extension of the culvert system along the east bound 
carriageway. The slopes above the pit will be stabilised with soil 
nails and mesh as necessary.
There are no environmentally sensitive areas or sites of cultural 
heritage interest within 300m of the works. Detailed consultation 
with Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park has been carried out 
to ensure appropriate mitigation measures for effects on the 
landscape are incorporated into the works design.
The Environmental Screening Assessment concluded that there would 
be no likely significant effects on the environment from the works.
It should not be made subject to an environmental impact assessment 
in accordance with the Directive, and accordingly the project does 
not require an Environmental Impact Assessment.
In accordance with section 55A(5) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 – 
(a) the criteria set out in Annex III that are relevant to the project are:
(i) the use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and 
biodiversity;
(ii) the production of waste;
(iii) pollution and nuisances;
(iv) the risks to human health (for example due to water 
contamination or air pollution);
(v) the existing and approved land use;
(vi) nature reserves and parks;
(vii) landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological 
significance.
(b) the main reasons for the conclusion that no Environmental Impact 
Assessment is required are:
(i) potential impacts from noise and air quality will be temporary for 
the duration of the works and there are no nearby sensitive 
receptors;
(ii) pollution prevention guidelines will be adhered to at all times to 
prevent spillages of fuels and mobilisation of silt and therefore 
preventing risk to human health and the water environment;
(iii) consultation with the Scottish Environment Protection Agency on 
the licence required under The Water Environment (Controlled 
Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 for the re-section of the 
culvert has been carried out, and all licence conditions will be 
adhered to at all times to ensure protection of the water 
environment;
(iv) there will be minor loss of habitat, however the habitat is 
abundant in the area and is not suitable for protected species;
(v) excavated topsoil will be re-used on site where possible and the 
waste hierarchy will be applied;
(vi) extensive consultation with the Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park has been carried out to ensure that the final 
appearance will not be significantly different from what currently 
exists.
(c) the following features of the project which are envisaged to avoid 
or prevent significant adverse effects on the environment are:
(i) the scheme does not lie within a densely populated area and is not 
near to any environmentally sensitive areas or sites of cultural 
heritage interest;
(ii) works will take place out with the key tourist period;
(iii) works will take place as day-shifts;
(iv) works will take place during the winter which is out with bird 
nesting season;
(v) works are not located within an Air Quality Management Area or 
Noise Management Area;
(vi) the waste hierarchy will be applied to any waste arisings;
(vii) environmental best practice and guidance for the prevention of 
pollution will be adhered to at all times;
(viii) the works will have longer term benefits and will help to reduce 
the effects of landslides on the water environment and 
human population, including the travelling public.
M. POLLAND
A member of staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House,  
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

SCOTTISHPOWER RENEWABLES (UK) LTD
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
ELECTRICITY (APPLICATIONS FOR CONSENT) 

REGULATIONS 1990
Notice is hereby given that ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Ltd, (company registration number 
NI028425 registered address The Soloist, 1 Lanyon Place, Belfast, Northern Ireland, BT1 3LP) has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to construct 
and operate Sheirdrim Renewable Energy Development on land approximately 11 km south of 
Tarbert on the Kintyre Peninsula in Argyll and Bute (Central Grid Reference 181302, 657098). The 
proposed Development would have an installed capacity in excess of 100 MW comprising of up 
to 19 turbines with a ground to blade tip height of up to 149.9 metres, with an installed capacity 
of around 114 MW and two ground mounted solar arrays with an installed capacity of around 20 
MW, producing a combined output of around 134 MW.   A battery storage facility would also be 
installed with storage capacity of around 38 MW of energy. The proposed Development is subject 
to Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and an EIA Report has been produced.
ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Ltd has also applied for a direction under Section 57(2) of the 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 that planning permission for the development be 
deemed to be granted.
A copy of the application, with a plan showing the land to which it relates, together with a copy of 
the EIA Report discussing the Company’s proposals in more detail and presenting an analysis of 
the environmental implications, are available for public inspection in person, free of charge, during 
normal office hours at:

The EIA Report can also be viewed at the Scottish Government Library at Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, 
EH6 6QQ; on the application website at https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/
sheirdrim_renewable_energy_development.aspx; or at www.energyconsents.scot.
Copies of the EIA Report may be obtained from ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Ltd (telephone: 
0141 614 0451) at a charge of £1,000 hard copy and £15 on CD/DVD or USB. Copies of a short 
non-technical summary are available free of charge.
Any representations to the application may be submitted via the Scottish Government Energy 
Consents Unit website at www.energyconsents.scot/Register.aspx; by email to the Energy 
Consents Unit mailbox at representations@gov.scot; or by post to the Scottish Government, 
Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying 
the proposal and specifying the grounds for representation.
Written or emailed representations should be dated, clearly stating the name (in block capitals), 
full return email and postal address of those making representations. Only representations sent by 
email to representations@gov.scot will receive acknowledgement.
All representations should be received not later than 10th January 2020, although Ministers may 
consider representations received after this date.
Any subsequent additional information which is submitted by the developer will be subject to 
further public notice in this manner and representations to such information will be accepted as 
per this notice.
As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where Scottish Ministers 
decide to exercise their discretion to do so, Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Local 
Inquiry (PLI) to be held.
Following examination of the environmental information, Scottish Ministers will determine the 
application for consent in one of two ways:
    • Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or
    • Reject the proposal
General Data Protection Regulations
The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit processes consent applications and consultation 
representations under The Electricity Act 1989. During the process, to support transparency in 
decision making, the Scottish Government publishes online at www.energyconsents.scot. A 
privacy notice and a fair processing notice are published on the Help page at www.energyconsents.
scot. These explain how the Energy Consents Unit processes your personal data. If you have any 
concerns about how your personal data is handled, please email: Econsents_admin@gov.scot 
or write to Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU.

and is also available at the following location, during the opening hours of that facilities:

Location Name

Argyll and Bute Council,  
1A Manse Brae

Location Name

Whitehouse Community Hall

Normal Opening Hours

Monday – Friday: 9.00am to 4.00pm

Normal Opening Hours

When the facilities are open for activities

Address

1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD

Address

Whitehouse PA29 6XR

To book your Public Notice please call the 
Campbeltown Courier on 01586 554646 or 
the Argyllshire Advertiser on 01546 602345
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TV SERVICES

FIREWOOD

GARDEN SERVICES MUSIC & SOUND RECORDING

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN CAMPBELTOWN COURIER & ARGYLLSHIRE ADVERTISER:
 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

With winter fast approaching, make sure 
you’re well stocked up with coal.

For quality coal in town telephone 
Ian Brown. 

BULK COAL DELIVERED 
THROUGHOUT KINTYRE

Tel: 07990 974026

COAL DELIVERIESDRAINAGE SUPPLY SERVICESPOTATOES FOR SALE

West Coast PROPERTY

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 

refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice 
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://termsandcon-
ditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Fort William High Street - 
Retail/Offi ce space to let

Flexible retail & offi ce space on 
High Street with shop frontage up to 

500 Sq Feet
Email recruit2049@outlook.com for more details.

Flexible offi ce space to let – Oban
Shortly Available   2,500 Sq Feet

Secure on site car parking for up to 10 cars.
Storage, toilet and kitchen facilities etc.

Lease direct from Landlord. 
Close to amenities.

Email recruit2049@outlook.com 
for more details.
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GRADUATION

CAITLIN MILLAR

Caitlin Millar, youngest daughter of Robert and Elizabeth, 
of Auchaleek Farm, recently graduated with an MSc in 
Petroleum Geoscience from Imperial College, London.  
She is currently working with Deloitte as an R&D Tax 

Analyst in Aberdeen.

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

All 3 albums for £10 
- Abba LP's Voulez-
vous/Greatest hits 2/
Abba (Mamma Mia 
song) Part of hubby's 
collection. Good con-
dition. Campbeltown 
01586 554537
BEATLES RECORDS, 
LP's - Blue album, Red 
album, Beatles in love, 
wings, McCartney 
album, all £5 each to 
clear. Campbeltown, 
Telephone 01586 
554537
AA AUTOMOBILE 
BADGES - 1950’S, 
1960’S original Au-
tomobile Association 
car grille badges. 
Restored and in very 
good condition. A good 
Christmas stocking 
fi ller. Collected £23 
including postage, 
£20.00 Telephone 
01631 564578

BOOKS
3 THOMAS TANK EN-
GINE BOOKS - James 
little red engine, and 
Percy runs away and 
A close shave. Hard-
back, Over 20 year’s 
old, but in excellent 
condition. Campbel-

town, £5.00 Telephone 
01586 554537

BUILDING / DIY
SLABS - Nine slabs, 
free to uplift, Camp-
beltown, Telephone 
07901 333587
R E P L A C E M E N T 
CHIMNEY POTS - for 
older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes 
and colour, £40.00 
Telephone 01631 
564578

CLOTHES, 
SHOES AND 

ACCESSORIES
LEATHER TOGGI 
HAT - Brand new, real 
leather drovers hat , 
by TOGGI, Excellent 
condition, never worn, 
size “ L “ ( 9”?). Ideal 
gift. Campbeltown, 
£10.00 Telephone 
01586 554537
REAL LEATHER 
DROVERS HAT - 
Quality leather hat 
with brim, by BUTE, 
Australian drovers, 
brand new with tags, 
never worn, size S 
(7”?). Campbeltown, 
£10.00 Telephone 
01586 554537
CHRISTMAS JUMP-

ER - White, with glitter 
snowfl ake, size medi-
um, £5.00 Telephone 
01397 701742
2 CHRISTMAS 
JUMPERS - Red with 
Christmas motifs, size 
medium, each, £3.00 
Telephone 01397 
701742

DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

SMALL DYSON 
UPRIGHT CLEANER 
- Good working condi-
tion with instructions or 
nearest offer, £55.00 
Telephone 01546 
602563

CANDY 
ELECTRIC HOB

Brand new Candy 
electric hob, brilliant 
white, purchased for 
kitchen refurb but 
never used. Stand-
ard size. Candy part 
no. 33800514. Can 
be delivered locally 
or pick up central 
Oban, £39.00 
Telephone 07717 
558091

DOMESTIC PETS
GERMAN SHORT 
HAIRED POINTER 
PUPPIES - 6 dogs, 
born 16/09/19, ready 
now, KC Reg, micro 
chipped, worming up 
to date, fi rst vaccina-
tion and vet checked, 
both parents can be 
seen, £1,000.00 Tele-
phone 07787 687239 
or 01387 740575.

FURNITURE
WALNUT COFFEE 
TABLE - with two 
drawers and space for 
magazine etc. In good 
condition, £35.00 Tele-
phone 01631 566811
C O N S E R VAT O R Y 
TABLE - Glass topped 
conservatory/porch ta-
ble- wicker/cane. Sea 
grass colour. Approx. 
size 86cm long, 52cm 
deep, 46cm high, 
£15.00 Telephone 
01852 200256
PINE HEADBOARD 
- Double bed pine 
headboard in good 
condition, £20.00 Tele-
phone 01852 200256

GARDEN
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS - cast iron 
and decorative, for 

working use or col-
ourful garden feature, 
various sizes from 
£90.00 Telephone 
01631 564578
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS - and small-
er implement wheels. 
Colourful garden 
display items, £30.00 
Telephone 01631 
564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS - in various 
sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. 
Prices from £40.00 
Telephone 01631 
564578

HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD - white, blue 
and pink colours in 
stock, available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print Telephone 
01586 554975

HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT
SHARP MUSIC SYS-
TEM - CD player, tape 
recorder, radio. Two 
speakers. Remote 
controlled. Good work-
ing condition. Offers in 
region of £55.00 Tele-
phone 01546 602563

HUNTING & 
FISHING 

EQUIPMENT
FISHING JACKETS/ 
WAISTCOATS - 3 dif-
ferent styles of fi shing, 
hunting jackets, body 
warmer/ gilets, all £5 
each to clear. Campbel-
town, £5.00 Telephone 
01586 554537
FISHING RODS - 5 
fi shing rods, part of 
hubby’s collection, 
decent ones, £5 each 
to clear. Campbeltown 
Telephone 01586 
554537
MISCELLANEOUS

AGA RANGE COOK-
ER - Over cooker 5 bar 
shelf with “AGA” kettle. 
Both items in excellent 
condition, £80.00 Tele-
phone 07934 491712

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

YAMAHA KEYBOARD 
- Battery backup, still in 
box, £50.00 Telephone 
01397 701742
UPRIGHT PIANO - free 
for collection, please 
call for further details, 
Telephone 01586 
550075
GUITAR - Suitable for 
beginner. Offers Tele-

phone 01397 701742
PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

THANK YOU CARDS - 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your 
new arrival or big day.
Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake. 
Call Krisp Print Tele-
phone 01586 554975
PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL - market your 
business effectively 
with professionally 
designed leafl ets, 
posters and fl yers from 
Krisp Print Telephone 
01586 554975

WANTED

RURAL LAND 
WANTED

To situate o�  grid 
static home. Any 

acreage considered. 
Freehold or options.
Tel 07432401804
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 

the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 

instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for
� nd us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

    Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

TIREE

ARDFERN

She was such a wee star that she was 
hardly even noticed in the night sky even 
though she twinkled as best she could.

� e other stars mocked her and said she 
would never be a shining light.

� e other stars made really lovely 
patterns and had exotic names like � e 
Milky Way, Orion’s Belt and � e Great 
Bear, and sounded so important.

� e wee star wanted so much to be part 
of that.

� en one night there was a lot of excite-
ment in the heavens and the angels were 
saying that a very important baby was 
going to be born and that he would be 
God’s own son.

And strangely he was going to be called 
a king – yet he was not going to be born in 
a palace, but in a stable.

When they heard that God wanted a 
special star to point others to the stable, 
the other stars laughed and said: ‘Well, 
we’re not going to shine over a manky 
smelly stable ... we are made for better 
things.’

So they told God about this and God 
said: ‘Well, I’m sorry about this, but I need 
a star to shine over the stable because I 
came to be with the ordinary people – not 
the ones who think they are important.’

So God asked the angels to go round the 
heavens and see if they could � nd a star 
who would shine over the stable at Jesus’s 
birth and point people to him.

And the angels chose the little star 
because she had God’s light in her.

And as baby Jesus slept safely in his crib, 
Joseph went out and said to Mary: ‘� ere 
is the brightest star I have ever seen in the 
sky tonight.’

‘I know,’ said Mary, ‘it is Jesus’s star.’

Tiree Music Festival (TMF) has 
sold out for the 11th year in a row, 
seven months ahead of the event, 
organisers have announced.

No fewer than 2,100 tickets have 
been snapped up in a matter of 
weeks.

TMF will be held between July 
10 and 12 next year, with a fantas-
tic line-up of folk, trad and pop 
acts, family activities and spotless 
campsites in store.

Daniel Gillespie, artistic direc-
tor for Tiree Music Festival, said: 
‘It’s unbelievable to see demand 
for the festival continue to grow 
each year. 

‘With every year that passes, 
people are moving faster to 
secure their place among the 
family-friendly party on Tiree.’

As the � � h anniversary 
approaches of the unveiling a 
statue at Balmaha in honour of 
Scotland’s most loved mountain 
man, Tom Weir, the site has 
been targeted by thieves.

� ey broke into donations 
posts and stole funds earmarked 
for maintaining the popular 

statue and associated picnic 
area.

Thoughtless
James Fraser, chairman of the 

Friends of Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs charity, added: 
‘Fortunately, we regularly 
empty the donation posts so 
the amount stolen will not have 

been substantial but, nonethe-
less, this thoughtless act serves 
as reminder that we need to 
remain viligant and increase 
our e� orts to protect this very 
special heritage site which has 
been enjoyed by almost a mil-
lion visitors over the past � ve 
years.’

� e movies are coming to 
Lochgilphead once again this 
weekend.

Be ready for plenty of laughs 
as Mid Argyll Arts Association 
screens comedy classic Ground-
hog Day.

� e 1993 � lm follows the misad-
ventures of Phil Connors (played 
by Bill Murray), a TV weatherman 
who, during an assignment cover-
ing the annual Groundhog Day 
event in Pennsylvania, is caught 
in a time loop, repeatedly re-living 
the same day. Andie MacDowell 
and Chris Elliott co-star.

� e critically-acclaimed � lm 
will be shown at the Mid Argyll 
Youth Development Services 
(MAYDS) hall, opposite Loch-
gilphead Community Centre, 
at 7.30pm tomorrow, Saturday 
December 7.

Admission will be £7.50 for 
adults and concessions £6. Tickets 
at the door.

LOCHGILPHEAD

Having recently completed her third visit to volun-
teer in a refugee camp on the Greek island of Samos, 
close to the Turkish coastline, Ardfern woman Pam 
Gregory was inspired to write the second edition of 
her cookbook Displaced Dishes.

� e original book was inspired by the refugees and, 

with the � rst edition sold out, the second is now in 
the pipeline.

Pam, 73, explained: ‘Working in the camp is the 
most inspiring, hard and totally upli� ing work I’ve 
ever done and think more people should be given the 
opportunity to hear about this kind of opportunity.’

LOCH LOMOND

The statue of the famous Tom Weir at Balmaha. Photo: Paul Saunders Photography. 



HIGHLAND PARISH 
CHURCH

SC002493
Sunday 8th December

� e service will be 
conducted by Mr Kelvin 
Moller and will be held 
in the Kirk Street Hall 

at 11.15am
All welcome

Monday 9th December
Session Meeting in Kirk 

Street Hall at 7.00pm

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686
Sunday 8th December

11.15am Morning 
Worship

Creche, Triple C, Gen 1 
Rev W Crossan 

Monday 9th December
Messy Church 3.45 

- 5.30pm
Church Hall

Tuesday 10th December 
Tiny Tots 9.45am

New Hall 
BBs Anchor Boys 

6.00pm
Junior Section 7.15pm

Church Hall
� ursday 12th 

December
Choir Practice 7.30pm
Friday 13th December
Lunch Club Christmas 

Meal 
12.00 noon New Hall

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

75 Longrow, 
Campbeltown

Friday 6th December
SKY Youth Group

Joining Kintyre 
Christian Fellowship

at Springbank Church 
7.30pm

Sunday 8th December
Family Communion 

Service 11.00am
Pastor Steve Davies

All welcome
Wednesday 11th 

December
Bible Study 7.30pm

at the Manse
Enquiries 01586 551200

www.springbankchurch.
org.uk

SCO14646
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CHURCH NOTICES 
ST KIARAN’S 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday 8th December
Advent 2

Morning Prayer 
followed by AGM 

10.45am
Enquiries tel: 
01586 551141

� e Scottish Episcopal 
Church is a Province of 

the Worldwide Anglican 
Communion

ST KIERAN RC 
CHURCH

St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
stkieransrc.org

Vigil Mass 
Saturday 6.00pm 

(except 1st Saturday of 
the month) 

Sundays, Holy Mass 
10.00am 

All welcome
(SC002876)

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday Services
10.30am Morning 

Service
Army Kidz

6.00pm Community 
Carol Service

in Lorne & Lowland 
Church

with Campbeltown 
Brass and local school 

choirs
Wednesday

12.15pm Lunch Club
1.30pm CAMEO

Major Ruth Russell
All welcome

Scottish Charity 
Number SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 8th December
11.15am Worship 

Service 
Rev Rodger Crooks

11.15am  Sunday School
4.00pm  Carol Service in 
Tayinloan Village Hall

Wednesday 11th 
December

12 noon  Bible Study & 
Prayer

2.00pm – 4.00pm Water 
of Life Café

Sunday 15th December
5.00pm  Carols by 

Candlelight
All welcome

www.campbeltownfree-
church.co.uk

Scottish Charity 
Number: SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

Sunday 8th December
11.00am Family Service

Speaker - Andrew 
Chalkley

with Sunday school
and refreshments a� er 

the service
Playgroup

Every � ursday 10.00 - 
11.30 am

(Term-time only)
Pastor Mark Jasper

pastor@campbeltown-
communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
 SC043322 

We meet at the SKDT 
Hall, Kirk Street PA28 

6BL

KINTYRE 
CHRISTIAN 

FELLOWSHIP
Meeting to be held on 
Friday 6th December

at 7.30pm in 
Springbank Evangelical 
Church, Campbeltown

Panel Night - “Any 
Questions”

Questions can be 
handed in at the door
Tea/co� ee served a� er 

meeting
Everyone most welcome

ARDRISHAIG AND
SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES
Sunday 8th December

Advent 2
What’s Behind 

Window 2?
(Isaiah 11:1-3)

Services in 
Ardrishaig at 11.00am

and 
Achahoish at 12.30pm

All welcome

CHRIST CHURCH 
SCOTTISH 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Bishopton Road, 

Lochgilphead
(SC013787)

Sunday 8th December
11.00am Eucharist 

& Co� ee
St Columba’s, 

Poltalloch
(SC031391)

1st Sunday of the 
month

9.00am Holy 
Communion

3rd Sunday of the 
month

3.30pm Evensong
All welcome

Father Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S RC 
CHURCH

Lochgilphead
Holy Mass Sunday 10am

All Saints, Inveraray
Holy Mass Sunday 

12.30pm
Fr Ronald Campbell

01546 602380
All Welcome

(SCO002876)

GLASSARY,
KILMARTIN & FORD 

PARISH CHURCH 
Kilmartin

Sunday 8th December 
Kilmartin 11.30am

Mr Jim Malcolm
All very welcome

(SC0 02121)

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH

Charity number 
SC001002

Sunday 8th December 
10am Bellanoch Church

Advent Worship
Saturday 7th December

11.30am - 2pm
Achnamara Hall

Winter Gathering
Lunch & Cra� s

All welcome
www.northknapdale.org

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY
CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 8th December 
Skipness Service 10am

Dr John L Morrison 
OBE

Tarbert Service 11.30am
Mr James McLellan

Kilberry Service 2pm
Mr James McLellan

All welcome
Tarbert and Kilberry

Charity No: SC002622
Skipness Charity No: 

SC004280
For all church enquiries 

and pastoral care
contact CFulcher@

churchofscotland.org.uk

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND WEST 
LOCHFYNESIDE
Church of Scotland 

Sunday 8th December
Cumlodden Church 

- 10.00am
Inveraray Church 

- 11.30am
Cumlodden and

Lochgair
Charity No. SC016097

Glenaray and Inveraray
Charity No. SC016665

All welcome

ENGAGEMENTS

MORRISON 
- SPOONER

Both families are 
delighted to announce 

the engagement of George 
John, eldest son of George 

and Sandra, Inveraray, 
to Amy Louise, eldest 

daughter of Michael and 
Carol-Ann, Helensburgh.

DEATHS
DOUGLAS - Doreen 
Marie (previously 
Scrutton), née Best. 
Peacefully, on November 
26, 2019, at Oxton House 
Care Home in Glasgow, 
Doreen, aged 90 years, 
much loved mother of 
Shaun, Kerry, Nichola 
and Erinclare and sister to 
Adrienne. A celebration 
will be held on Monday, 
December 9, 2019, 
commencing at 11.00am, 
at the Pollockshields 
Burgh Hall, Glasgow, 
to which all family and 
friends are welcome.  No 
� owers, but donations 
can be made to the 
Womankind charity.
GALBRAITH - Suddenly 
on December 3, 2019, at 
the R.A.H. Paisley, Archie 
(Baldy)  Galbraith in his 
84th year, of 26 Dun Mor 
Avenue,  Lochgilphead 
and formerly of Ormsary 
Estate. Beloved husband 
of Annie and a much 
loved father of Christine 
and the late Finlay, 
cherished grandpa of Neil, 
Mhairi and Iain, much 
respected father in law, 
dear brother, uncle and 
cousin to all the family. 
Funeral service will be 
held in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church on 
Tuesday December 
10, 2019, at 12.30pm, 
therea� er to Achnabreac 
Cemetery. Family � owers 
only please. Donations to 
British Heart Foundation.

MCKERRAL - Peacefully, 
at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, a� er a long 
illness, surrounded by 
his family, on November 
29, 2019, David Keith 
McKerral, in his 67th 
year, 106 Milknowe, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved son of the late 
Nan McMillan, much 
loved brother of Richard, 
Nancy, Jane, Adam and 
the late Pat, and a loving 
uncle and great uncle.
SCOTT - Peacefully, 
at Northwood Care 
Home, Helensburgh, 
on November 24, 2019, 
Harold Dunsmore 
Scott, in his 88th year, of 
Bannockburn Buildings, 
Tarbert, dearly beloved 
husband of the late 
Sandra Scott, née Jackson, 
much loved father of 
Ewan and Craig, step-dad 
of Rachelle and Karen 
and loving papa of Chloe, 
Murray and Jude.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
ROBERTSON - Agnes 
and family would like 
to thank family, friends 
and neighbours for 
cards, � owers, phone 
calls, visits and baking 
received on the sad loss 
of Mac. Special thanks 
to doctors, nurses and 
sta�  at Campbeltown 
Hospital, Acute Ward, 
Macmillan and Community 
nurses and ambulance 
crew for their care given 
to Mac. Also to Rev 
William Crossan for a 
lovely service, the Argyll 
Hotel for the purvey, 
Kenneth and Rhys Blair 
for professional services 
and to all who paid their 
respects at the church 
and graveside. � e 
retiral collection raised 
£748 for Macmillan 
nurses and Acute Ward, 
Campbeltown Hospital.

SMITH - Lorna, Russell 
and family would like 
to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
phone calls, visits and 
cards received following 
the sad loss of James. 
Grateful thanks are 
extended to the local 
care teams for all their 
attention and care 
over the last few years, 
especially for their care 
which allowed James to 
remain at home, and also 
to Laurene for taking 
James on his weekly 
social visits. Our thanks 
to Rev Robert MacLeod 
for a comforting and 
upli� ing service and 
Iain Malcolm for such 
a personal tribute 
to James; to Donald 
MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for caring and 
e�  cient services; to � e 
Stag Hotel for excellent 
purvey and to Morna 
for the beautiful � owers. 
A � nal thank you to all 
who paid their respects 
at church and graveside, 
especially those who 
travelled a great 
distance.  Your support 
and kindness was greatly 
appreciated. � e retiral 
collection raised £800 
for Marie Curie, Mid 
Argyll and MS � erapy 
Centre, Lochgilphead. 

IN MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - Hugh, 
who passed away 
December 2, 2007.  
Always in our thoughts. 
Sadly missed.
- Ivor, Shauna, Robert 
and great grandchildren.
MCNAUGHTON - 
Treasured memories of 
John, died December 9, 
2013.
Loved and missed every 
day.
- Betty and family. 
YOUNG - In loving 
memory of our dear 
Shona, who died on 
November 26, 2013. 
Always in our thoughts.
- Love from all the family.
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South Argyll Schools 
dig out hard-fought win
Report by Lee Buckley

An Argyll schools rugby team 
produced an impressive per-
formance to grind out a hard-
fought victory against East 
Dunbartonshire opposition.

South Argyll Schools (SAS) 
under-16 boys’ team, made up 
of players from Lochgilphead, 
Tarbert and Campbeltown 
high schools, competed in 
their �nal regional schools 
quaich group game of the sea-
son against Boclair/Bearsden 
on �ursday November 28.

A�er St �omas Aquinas 
failed to raise a team for the 
�rst game of the group, SAS 
were then narrowly beaten 
away to Lomond School 
and at home to Shawlands 
Academy. �e games were 

Victory and 
narrow 
defeat for 
Red Star 
youth teams
Red Star 2007s hosted 
Park Villa from Glasgow on 
Sunday December 1.

A �rst meeting between 
the teams saw the Loch-
gilphead boys maintain 
their excellent start to the 
season with a 14-3 victory. 
Star started positively, 
playing as well as they have 
done so far this season and 
overpowered Park Villa to 
lead 9-0 at half-time.

The second half was much 
closer but Star added �ve 
more goals and conceded 
three for a �nal score of 
14-3. This was a terri�c 
performance.

Red Star 2004s headed 
through to Clydebank on 
Sunday to face current 
league champions Drum-
chapel Amateurs.

Another competitive and 
close game between the 
teams ensued. Drumchapel 
started strongly with some 
excellent passing and 
movement to show what a 
good team they are. 

Star struggled to cope with 
them and found themselves 
down 0-3 at half-time. 

An impressive second 
half performance by Star 
showed they also have 
some excellent quality and 
qualities as the clawed the 
game back to 3-3.

As Star chased the winner 
Drumchapel pounced to 
score a fourth and, whilst 
Star would have equalised 
again, an excellent save by 
the Drumchapel keeper 
secured victory for his team. 

A great second half for the 
Lochgilphead boys, who 
were unlucky not to get a 
draw.

Sports club 
lotteries
Numbers drawn in Kilmory 
Camanachd Club’s lottery on 
Monday December 2 were 
14, 16 and 18. There were 
no winners, so next week’s 
jackpot will be £700.

Tarbert Football Club’s 
lottery draw numbers were 
5, 9 and 19. 

There were no winners, so 
next week’s prize pot will be 
£600.

SAS’s Ethan Thomas breaks the Boclair line.51_a49Under16Rugby01

well contested, and the Argyll 
boys could have won both 
matches. Two lapses of con-
centration against Lomond 
let them in for easy tries and 
only two points separated 
the teams in the Shawlands 
game at the end, when SAS 
had been in the lead for large 
parts of the match.

�e whole team thought it 
was important to �nish the 
group with a good home win.

�e boys set out their stall 
early at MacRae Park when 
a contested ruck ended with 
a good turnover from SAS 
number seven McLean and 
a great pass out to winger 
Gritten from number eight 
McColl-Smith, who then re-
leased MacKay. �e fullback 

ran 80 yards to score under 
the posts and then convert 
his own try. SAS were next on 
the score sheet when captain 
Donald Self went over the 
whitewash. MacKay convert-
ed and SAS were 14-0 up.

Some good play from both 
teams was making for a great 
game, enjoyed by a large home 
crowd. Pupils were given the 
chance to watch the game and 
they made their voices heard 
and, spurred on by the crowd, 
Euan MacArthur was next 
on the score sheet and once 
again MacKay converted the 
try.

�e �rst half �nished 21-0 
to the home team.

�e second half started with 
Boclair coming back at SAS 

and, a�er some good run-
ning, they pulled a try back.

SAS found themselves 
under sustained pressure 
and soon Boclair had a 
second try. Only one try was 
converted, and the score was 
21-12. Another try, this one 
converted, for Boclair and the 
pressure was really on.

South Argyll thought they 
had secured the game when 
Ellis went over and grounded 
the ball only to realise he had 
gone over the deadball line. 
No try and the pressure was 
on again. Minutes later, a�er 
some great forward work to 
turn the ball over, McArthur 
again went over for South 
Argyll’s fourth try. Another 
two points from MacKay 

made the score 28-19.
A�er the restart Boclair 

went all out to get another 
score. Great defensive work 
from the SAS backs kept 
Boclair out for a sustained 
period of attack until, with 
only seconds to go, the scored 
their fourth try.

As the conversion attempt 
fell short the �nal whistle 
blew and South Argyll cele-
brated a hard-fought win.

While South Argyll did not 
get out of the group stages 
they can be very pleased with 
third place, only one point 
behind second spot.
Look out for more photo-
graphs from the match on 
the Argyllshire Advertiser 
website.

South Argyll’s Sean Wright and Innes Patterson block the Boclair attack. 
51_a49Under16Rugby03

SAS’s Lucas Gritten attacks 
down the wing. 
51_a49Under16Rugby06

South Argyll’s Euan MacArthur strips the ball from 
Boclair’s attacker with the help of team-mates Gordon 
McLean and Donald Self. 51_a49Under16Rugby08

Great defending from SAS pack, with captain Donald 
Self, Ruaridh Condie, Kian MacDonald and Robbie Herd. 
51_a49Under16Rugby017

SAS’s Gordon MacLean winning another line out.
51_a49Under16Rugby15

SAS scrum half Calum 
Patterson making the big 
hit to stop a Boclair attack. 
51_a49Under16Rugby18

A full-time pep talk for the lads from coaches Lee Buckley 
and Duncan ‘Brochan’ Aitken. 51_a49Under16Rugby28
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Winter league shoot in 
the Tarbert sunshine
Tarbert Gun Club held its December 
competition of the winter league 
series on Sunday December 1.

White frost and low winter sun 
added to the di�  culty of seeing the 
targets for the 11 teams comprising 
a total of 59 shooters – or at least 
that was the excuse used by some for 
missing a target.

Roy Laird is the man in form, 
winning last month’s shoot and just 
a second barrel cost him another 
win this month. Roy himself claims 
it is Specsavers that are making the 
di� erence.

It is early days yet in the team 
event, but Ronald Jenkins’ lot are 

building up a clear lead. � ey must 
have been at Specsavers too. Father 
and son John and Ian Winnard are 
both on good form; Ian tying with 
John Weir for High Gun and John 
winning his class.

Results:
Class A: 1= John Weir and Ian 
Winnard; 3 Ronald Jenkins. 
Class B: 1 Bob McColl; 2 Steven 
Sloan; 3 Jack Campbell. Class C: 
1 Roy Laird; 2= Michael Harvey 
and Craig Samborek. Class D: 1 
John Winnard; 2 Ian McVicar; 3 
Shaun Johnson. Class E: 1 George 
Williamson; 2 Duncan McLean; 3 
Arron Robertson.

Oban Saints players Lewis Cameron 
and Scott Maitland turned out for 
the Scottish Amateur International 
Select in a friendly match against 
Camelon Juniors at Falkirk Stadium 

Oban Saints players in 
international squad

Oban Saints players Lewis Cameron and Scott Maitland, front row left.

last Tuesday evening. In an enter-
taining game, the SAFA Select de-
feated the East of Scotland Premier 
Division side 2-1. Lewis set up both 
goals for the SAFA Select. 

Oban’s Europen Tour golfer Bob 
MacIntyre’s coach, David Burns, 
held the last of his quarterly sessions 
at Glencruitten Golf Club on Sunday 
for 12 junior members and coaches.

 � e club would like to thank Oban 
Rotary for funding these sessions 
over the past three years. Weekly 
junior coaching will resume again 
on March 1, 2020.

Bob MacIntyre’s coach
teaches youngsters

Pictured above are shooters Darren Clark, George Williamson, Brian 
Baird, Stephen MacSporran and Adam Curr. 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£4050

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
I MacMillan, Fort William
&
I Mitchell, Tayinloan

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
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INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Convivial construction 
in Achnamara as ski�  
project takes shape

Oban battles 
Bute in U14 
shinty � nal

Pier Garage owner steps in 
to support Argyll football
When Kris Gordon became 
aware that primary four 
teams from all over Argyll 
were coming together in 
Lochgilphead in November to 
play football, he stepped in to 
o� er support by covering the 
costs for the events.

Kris, proprietor of Pier 
Garage in Ardrishaig said: 
‘It is a fantastic event and it is 
great seeing kids from Oban, 
Campbeltown, Helensburgh, 
Tarbert and Campbeltown 
getting together regularly 
and having great fun playing 
football.

‘I wanted to help out and 
had a chat with the organisers 
who said the biggest challenge 
was meeting the cost of hiring 
the facilities.’

Parents of the Lochgilphead 
Red Star Primary 4 team 

The Draw for the 2020 Artemis Macaulay 
Cup was made on November 29 at the 
Camanachd Association AGM in Fort 
William, by Les Kinvig and Davie Thomson 
from the Macaulay Association.

The Artemis Macaulay Cup Final will take 
place at Moss� eld Park, Oban on Saturday 
August 22, 2020.

Round one – May 2
Kyles Athletic v Aberdour.
Oban Celtic v Ballachulish.
Oban Camanachd v Bute.
Inveraray v Glasgow Mid Argyll.
Lochaber v Newtonmore.
Fort William v Kinlochshiel.
Kilmallie v Kingussie.
Caberfeidh v Lovat
Round two – June 13
Oban Celtic / Ballachulish v

Oban Camanachd / Bute.
Kyles Athletic / Aberdour v
Inveraray / Glasgow Mid Argyll.
Round two – June 27
Lochaber / Newtonmore v
Kilmallie / Kingussie.
Fort William / Kinlochshiel v
Caberfeidh / Lovat.
Semi-� nals – July 25
Oban Celtic / Ballachulish v
Oban Camanachd / Bute.
Kyles Athletic / Aberdour v
Inveraray / Glasgow Mid Argyll.
Lochaber / Newtonmore v 
Kilmallie /  Kingussie.
Fort William / Kinlochshiel v
Caberfeidh / Lovat.
Final – August 22
Moss� eld Park, Oban

Shinty: 2020 Macaulay Cup draw
Kris Gordon. 

were equally delighted and a 
spokesperson added: ‘We are 
a young and growing team 
and because of our amazing 
location, we discovered teams 
from across Argyll were only 
too happy to come and meet 
each other here and play and 
thanks to Kris we can do this 
more o� en. 

‘� e kids run non-stop all 
day and you can see them 
developing their skills with 
each session.’

Asked if he would be joining 
in the football any time soon, 
Kris was keen to point out he 
is not quite so good with his 
feet as he is with his hands. 

In addition to investing in 
local football, Kris has been 
investing in his father’s long 
established and successful ga-

rage business at Canal Basin 
in Ardrishaig since taking 
over in 2016.

� e business has been 
modernised and has moved 
premises. Kris said: ‘I am 
much more electronically 
minded than my father, 
where has made a success of 
mechanical repairs, I have fo-
cused on the technology side 
and have spent a lot of time 
getting up to speed on the 
increasing tech seen in cars 
today and recently passed my 
level 2 assessment for hybrid 
and electric vehicles.’

Kris pointed out: ‘We are a 
local business supported by 
loyal customers who are local 
and I was keen to give some-
thing back, so I am pleased we 
are able to help out.’

Pier Garage’s Kris Gordon, left, with youth football teams from across Argyll. 

Football results
and � xtures
Scottish Amateur Cup - 4th 
round: Rothie Rovers 0, 
Oban Saints 3; SAFL Premier 
Division - Glynhill Moorcroft 
4, Campbeltown Pupils 1;
 Saturday’s � xtures – Central 
Scottish 1B-Oban Saints v 
Blaytyre RGM; SAFL Premier 
Division-Campbeltown 
Pupils v Dunoon; Premier 
One-Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Parkhall.
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