
No. 7516  Established 1873 Friday 28 August, 2020 www.argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk       95p

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

‘Argyll and Bute 
Council has been good 
at giving guidelines to 
schools and that has 
helped a lot.’

Continued on page two.

Pupils and teachers adapt 
to post-pandemic world

A masked Marina is looking forward to welcoming back customers. 

Another green shoot of recovery from lock-
down appeared this week in Lochgilphead.

� e popular Mary’s Meals charity shop on 
Argyll Street opened its doors once again.

A range of measures has been introduced to 
ensure the safety of customers, volunteers and 
sta�  – including a 72-hour quarantine period 
for all donations and clothing being steamed.

Shop manager Marina Campbell said: ‘I am 
so pleased that our shop has opened again, 
and I look forward to seeing our customers 
again soon.

‘By donating unwanted goods and shopping 
with us here in Lochgilphead, people can 
make a real di� erence to the lives of hungry 
children living around the world.’

‘Safety � rst, then everything 
else follows and we can get 
back to our core business of 
teaching.’

� ese were the thoughts of 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus 
head teacher Ann Devine as 
schools settle into the new 
school year.

Argyll and Bute schools 
returned on August 11 for the 
� rst time since coronovirus 
measures forced their closure 
back in March. But things 
are clearly di� erent in the 
post-pandemic world, with 
national protocols in place and 
continually subject to change.

Only this week the Scottish 
Government announced that 
secondary school pupils will 
have to wear face coverings 
in corridors, communal areas 
and school transport from 
Monday August 31.

But three weeks into the 
term, how has it been for 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus?

Miss Devine said: ‘To be 
honest, the pupils have coped 
really well. � ey came back 
positive and cheerful; they 
followed all the new guidance 
and protocols with no problem 
and are just getting on with it 
in the way that Lochgilphead 
children do.’

Scottish Government guid-
ance does not require social 

distancing in academic classes 
but Miss Devine emphasised 
the measures taken by the 
school.

‘We have stringent protocols 
in place for movement around 
the campus, using single � le. 
We have staggered times for 
classes starting and � nishing 
and are keeping pupils in their 

year groups outwith class, like 
a big social bubble.

‘We are also using outdoor 
spaces. � e good weather has 
helped, and during lunch-
times, for example, the pupils 
are encouraged to go outside.

‘� ere’s been a lot of open 
windows and doors for venti-
lation around the school, to try 
to keep it as safe as possible.’

‘In many ways it simpli� es 
some of the mechanisms 
around the school,’ she added, 
‘and it’s actually been nice 
to see them outside so much 
socialising with each other in a 
calm but controlled way.’

She paid tribute to the sup-
port the school has received 
from the parent council and 
wider parent group.

‘� e parent council has 
been magni� cent, as have all 
the parents. � ey have kept 
in touch and supported the 
school throughout lockdown 
and over the arrangements. 
Obviously they are glad to see 
the children getting back to 
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some sort of normality in 
schooling, but they have trust-
ed us with the arrangements 
to safeguard the children and 
I feel very lucky to have that 
support.’

Faced with a constantly 
changing picture, both locally 
and nationally, Miss Devine 
commented: ‘It is challenging 
to respond to that and keep 
lines of communication open 
with parents. Argyll and Bute 
Council has been good at giv-
ing guidelines to schools and 
that has helped a lot.’

�e council has also supplied 
hand sanitiser, face masks, 
gloves and visors and, said 
Miss Devine, the school is 
prepared to deal with anyone 
displaying symptoms.

‘We have thermometers in 
the school and we would test 
if we had concerns about a 
child becoming ill. �ere are 
straightforward guidelines 
that when a child displays 

Mid Argyll pupils and
teachers adapt to 
post-pandemic world

symptoms they should be 
isolated and taken home 
immediately.’

She added: ‘As yet we haven’t 
haven’t had to put those meas-
ures into practise.’

In the event of a pupil being 
unable to attend school, Miss 
Devine con�rmed that the 
online teaching platforms have 
been retained ‘as a safety net’.

Protocols
Miss Devine concluded: 

‘Everybody is having to get 
used to the new health and 
safety protocols, but thus far 
people feel well supported. �e 
teachers are really glad to get 
back. I mean, school’s about 
children and we are loving 
having the children back.

‘All in all it’s been really 
positive’

Turn to page four to �nd out 
how Tarbert Academy is �nd-
ing the new academic year, 
with a full list of the 2020 
school prize winners.

MACPool to re open
Mid Argyll Community Pool 
will throw open its doors once 
again on September 3.

�e indicative date for such 
facilities in Scotland to reopen 
had been Monday, September 
14, but this was brought 
forward by the Scottish 
Government.

Bit different
Fiona MacAlpine, manager of 

the community-run MACPool 
in Lochgilphead, said: ‘Session 
times are available on our 
website. �ings will be a bit 
di�erent and you will need to 
book your swim in advance. 
Session times are available on 
our website for those two days. 
We will then open with our 
new timetable from Tuesday 
September 8, so please check 

our website for updates and 
more information.

‘We are also planning to 
restart swimming lessons from 
mid-September and we will be 
in contact with everyone when 
our risk assessment for lessons 
has been completed at the start 
of next week.

‘Please contact us by phone 
on 01546 606676 Monday to 
Friday 9.30am–4pm to discuss 
any of our plans or by email to 
manager@macpool.org.uk.’

�e news came as the trust 
Live Argyll, which operates 
former council facilities, 
con�rmed that its pools will 
be available to members from 
August 31 for lane swimming 
only, with advanced booking 
required.

Drugs possession: A 41-year-old man was searched by po-
lice and found to be in possession of a small amount of cannabis 
at around 10.40pm on Tuesday August 18 in East Bank Road, 
Ardrishaig. He was charged and issued with a recordable police 
warning.

Theft of lead: Between 8pm on �ursday August 20 and 
12.20pm on Friday August 21, at �e Argyll and Bute Hospital, 
Lochgilphead, some lead was removed from the roof of a der-
elict building and stored to be collected and stolen. Police are 
investigating the incident and are appealing for any witnesses or 
anyone with any information to contact them on 101 or anony-
mously through Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Salmon escape into 
Kilbrannan Sound

Mowi’s Carradale North salmon farm shifted position 
during Storm Ellen. 50_c25mowicarradale01

A total of 48,834 mature �sh escaped from a salmon farm 
o� the coast of Kintyre, it has been revealed.

Operators Mowi Scotland con�rmed in a statement on 
Tuesday that the incident last week also resulted in 30,616 
‘mortalities’.

It comes after its farm at Carradale North was damaged 
on Thursday August 20.

It housed 550,000 mature �sh across 10 circular net pens 
in the Kilbrannan Sound with the company saying Storm 
Ellen and strong tides caused it to shift position.

Mowi’s statement said: ‘Following thorough inspection 
by dive teams, the root cause of the incident appears to be 
breakage of mooring ropes that attach to the main system 
seabed anchors.’

It said of the 10 pens, six were ‘structurally sound’ with 
�sh in good condition and secured back in position. The 
remaining four pens were ‘structurally compromised’ with 
two having experienced torn netting.

The salmon contained within the four pens had either 
been harvested (125,900), removed as mortalities (30,616), 
or escaped (48,834).
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Call for help with ‘dangerous’ 
Ardrishaig oak tree
Ardrishaig residents have 
appealed to the local authority 
for help a� er two limbs fell 
from an ivy-covered oak tree, 
just three days apart, last week.

In the early hours of 
� ursday August 20 a limb 
broke o�  the tree in Storm 

James and Christine Brown’s new car under the fallen tree 
limb last Thursday.

Ellen and crashed on to two 
parked cars on Kilduskland 
Road, Ardrishaig.

Another limb fell on to the 
pavement on the a� ernoon of 
Sunday August 23. Fortunately, 
neither people nor property 
were damaged this time.

One of the cars hit on 
� ursday belonged to 
Ardrishaig resident James 

Brown, who discovered the 
scene when he le�  his home to 
go to work that morning.

Having   owned the Ford 
car for just a few days he was 
more than disappointed with 
the dents and damage to his 
vehicle. James said: ‘� e tree 
is dangerous now, and it will 
come down eventually.

Bad enough
‘It landed on cars this time, 

which is bad enough but that’s 
not the point. It could easily 
have been someone passing on 
the pavement.’

His wife Christine added: 
‘� is tree has been a hazard 
for years and nobody wants to 
listen. It will be a life next.’

Another resident said: ‘We’ve 
been telling the council for 
years that this tree is a hazard, 
and it’s been causing damage 
to cars for all that time. � ey 
won’t do anything and won’t 
give us anywhere else to park.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘Care 

and maintenance of trees is the 
responsibility of the landown-
er, as is the responsibility for 
obtaining the correct permis-
sions for any proposed works. 
Landowners are advised to 
regularly inspect the condition 
and carry out any necessary 
works on trees in public places, 
or close to where the public has 
access.

‘Local authorities do not 
have a duty to investigate the 
condition of trees on land they 
don’t own or occupy nor are 
they required to determine the 
ownership of land.

Savings
‘As a council, we would love 

to be able to do everything 
that our communities want us 
to, but year on year cuts mean 
we have had to make £57m in 
savings since 2010.’

Councillor Dougie Philand, 
though, took a slightly di� er-
ent view. 

He told the Advertiser on 
� ursday – before the second 

limb came crashing down: ‘I 
am no expert, but to me that 
tree is a threat to public safety. 
� ere are people walking along 

that pavement and God forbid 
something happens. I will be 
approaching council o�  cers to 
see what can be done.’Councillor Dougie Philand is working to � nd a solution. 
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All the Tarbert Academy prize 
winners as ‘new normal’ begins

Suitably socially distanced, head teacher Neil McKnight is with Primary Dux Catriona 
Johnstone and Senior Dux Jamie Blair. 

Along with the rest of Argyll 
and Bute schools, Tarbert 
Academy is at the end of the 
third week of the new term in 
a strange world of coronavirus 
rules.

Head teacher Neil McKnight 
told the Advertiser: ‘�e �rst 
few weeks back at Tarbert 
Academy have gone well – sta� 
are much more con�dent in 
being in school and all of the 
hard work that went in to 
preparing the school for the 
Covid-19 situation has really 
paid o�.

‘Pupils are engaging well with 
the ‘new normal’ and parents 
played an important part in 
preparations as well, with the 
playground committee doing 
some fantastic work in the 
primary playground over the 
summer holidays to get it ready 
for the pupils’ return.

‘Parents power washed the 
playground (sometimes in 
the pouring rain), painted 
our sheds and barrels and 
generally made the place look 
like an area children would be 
attracted to.’

�e school was unable to hold 
its usual well-attended prize-
giving ceremony at the end of 
the 2019/20 school year due to 

lockdown, and certi�cates and 
prize vouchers were instead 
sent out to the winners.

Mr McKnight said: ‘Although 
we were unable to hold our 
usual prize giving this year due 
to the Covid-19 situation, we 
were keen at Tarbert Academy 
to recognise the hard work and 
achievements of our talented 
young people.

‘Many congratulations to 
them all.’

Tarbert Academy – school 
prizes 2020
Miss C Galbraith Prizes: 
Primary 1 - School Prize for 
Administration: Robert Nicoll.

School Prize for Art and 
Design: Nadine Hamlin.

J B Dickie Prize for 
Chemistry: Morvern Paisley.

Daphne Paterson Prize for 
English (primary): Catriona 
Johnstone.

Daphne Paterson Prize for 
English: Jamie Blair.

Rotary Club Prize for 
National 5 English: Danielle 
Blair.

James Q Smith Prize for 
English (sec. 1): Sarah Kirk.

Miss Margery Irving Prize for 
French: Courtney Henderson.

Rowena Ranger Prize for 

Geography: Morvern Paisley.
Colin C Blair Prize for 

History: Cerys Baird.
J B Dickie Prize for 

Mathematics: Jamie Blair.
MacKay Prize for National 5 

Mathematics: Danielle Blair.
Rotary Prize for S2 

Mathematics: Ruby Beagan.

J B Dickie Prize for Physics: 
Jamie Blair.

J B Dickie Prize for Physical 
Education: Gordon McLean.

School Prize for Health and 
Food Technology: Marion 
Anderson.

School Prize for Practical 
Woodworking: Euan 

MacArthur.
School Prize for Graphic 

Communication: Jamie Blair.
School Prize for French: 

Danielle Blair.
Rotary Club Prize for 

Primary Maths: Kadyn 
Prentice and Isla Ranger.

Primary Good Citizenship 

Award: Rhys McCloskey.
Tarbert Gaelic Choir War 

Memorial Award: Amber 
Blake.

School Prize for Biology: 
Keira Guy.

School Prize for Business 
Management: Arabella 
Williams.

James McTaggart Memorial 
Award: Danielle Blair.

Primary Dux: Catriona 
Johnstone.

Senior Dux: Jamie Blair.
Determined To Succeed 

Award: James Prentice.
Bunty Seeds Prize for 

Progress and E�ort: Jayne 
Wilson.

Wm E C Seeds Prize for 
Progress and E�ort: Olek 
Paturaj.

Certi�cates for Progress and 
E�ort

S1: Siri Dawton and Sarah 
Kirk.

S2: Gary Crawford and John 
McTaggart.

S3: Kyle Hamlin, Eilidh 
Norris, Mollie-Ann Penfold, 
Charlie Prentice and Jessica 
Wilkieson.

S4: Anna Bellshaw, Danielle 
Blair and Ashley MacKinnon.

S5: Amber Blake.

Are you an adult unpaid carer? 
We are here for you. 
We provide a service to unpaid adult carers across Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Isles (MAKI). We have three teams: 
• Support outreach worker team
• Qualified counselling team 
• Volunteer befriending team
The Outreach/Support Team are maintaining regular contact 
with carers via telephone. Our team is providing a listening 
ear during this challenging time and we have been fortunate 
to receive additional funding to support carers and those they 
care for with creative solutions to help with their mental and 
emotional health while in isolation. 

Please visit our website – www.dochasfund.org.uk 
and Facebook page - www.facebook.com/dochascentre 
which will be updated regularly with information and advice.
We are available 10-4pm Monday to Friday. Contact 
number for the centre 01546 600 022.  
Email - enquiries@dochasfund.org.uk

Contact numbers for the outreach/support team
Mid Argyll: 07464 308 418
Kintyre: 0753 503 6953  
Islay/Jura: 0791 201 5393

The Volunteer Befriending Team 
Our volunteer befriending service called Circle of Friends is 
continuing to run. Volunteers are maintaining contact with the 
individuals they are befriending by telephone. Our Co-ordinator, 
Ryan Taylor, continues to support this service. We are looking for 
more Telephone Befriending Volunteers. We would love to hear 
from you if you wish to help, please contact us on 0793 203 9801.

Dochas Counselling Team 
The dedicated Counselling Team are currently offering online 
and telephone counselling to unpaid carers and their families, 
those who have been bereaved or those living with a long term 
or terminal condition.  
During the Covid-19 crisis, the Team have also set up a 
telephone support service for anyone feeling anxious or 
struggling during lockdown.  
For further information or to arrange an appointment,  
please telephone Alison Whitefield, Lead Counsellor,  
on 07432 231217 or contact the service via  
counselling@dochasfund.org.uk or message the Dochas 
Facebook page. We are here to support you. 

Are you a young carer?  
We are here for you…
MAYDS are still providing support for children,  

young people and families where we can.  Anyone  
needing advice or help can contact the above at anytime.  

We are providing our child and adolescent counselling 
services via skype, phone etc., and still open for referrals for 

any young person feeling isolated or in need of support  Our 
Young Carers are still being supported by our team across 

MAKI and again referrals are still being taken.  

We have regular information and updates on our facebook 
page mid Argyll youth development services.  

Online support is also available on www.cool2talk.org.

Contact 07788900049 or
fiona@mayds.org.uk    lynn@mayds.org.uk

Mid Argyll Youth Development Services
Providing Information and Accessible Youth Friendly Services

The Dochas Carer Centre
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Collaboration is the key to 
reviving Argyll economy

More than 3,500 people 
in Argyll and Bute have 
registered for Jobseekers’ 
Allowance – and the 
council’s head of �nance 
fears that �gure could rise 
further.

A report has stated that the 
number of people claiming 
such bene�ts has taken ‘a 
substantial jump’ during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

It also says that nearly 
one in �ve jobs in Argyll 
and Bute has been fur-
loughed through the UK 
Government scheme, which 
will start to be wound down 
this month.

Interim executive director 
Kirsty Flanagan has also 
called for people to work 
together to minimise 
the economic impact of 
coronavirus.

�e report was considered 

Argyll and Bute Council 
head of �nance Kirsty 
Flanagan. 

by the council’s business conti-
nuity committee at its meeting 
via Skype on �ursday August 
13.

Ms Flanagan said in her 
report: ‘It is without doubt 
that Argyll and Bute has been 
hit very hard by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Distributed
‘�e council and our partners 

have distributed nearly £37mil-
lion in business support grants 
to help sustain local businesses 
during this period. Many busi-
nesses have secured loans from 
the UK Government to secure 
business liquidity.

‘�ere has been a substantial 
jump in the job claimant count, 
with 3,500 people registered 
for job seekers’ allowances, 
and 18 per cent of jobs in our 
region have been furloughed 
through the UK Government 
scheme that starts to be phased 

out in August and ending in 
October.

‘While many people will 
hopefully return to their jobs, 
it is anticipated that others 
will not be able to return, as 
the business is no longer in 
operation or has downsized 
considerably to take account of 
the new economic reality that 
lies before us.

‘It is therefore anticipated 
that many people will add to 
the claimant count and others 
may also have to move away 
from the area to �nd alterna-
tive work.’

While calling for a collabo-
rative approach, Ms Flanagan 
also said that some things in 
Argyll and Bute were moving 
in the right direction as lock-
down eased.

She added: ‘Economic re-
covery from the situation we 
now �nd ourselves in will take 

pertinent to each region of 
Scotland.

‘�e economic recovery in 
Argyll and Bute has already 
started in line with the 
Scottish Government’s road 
map to recovery.

‘Our local businesses are 
starting to operate again 
in our town centres and 
throughout Argyll and Bute, 
construction has re-started 
on many sites including our 
area regeneration, active 
travel and housing projects.

‘Manufacturing has 
re-started, visitors are re-
turning to Argyll and Bute 
in good numbers and new 
funding has been attracted 
to assist with the recovery 
process.’

an enormous international, 
national and local e�ort sus-
tained over many months and 
years.

‘Collaboration is the key, 
together with additional �scal 
and policy support at a na-
tional level to tackle the issues 
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or � e Editor, 44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB

Elevated road and tunnel the 
answer
Sir,
Soil creep or debris � ow at the Rest and be 
� ankful will continue until the mountain is 
cleared of all loose material. Geotechnical engi-
neers cannot stop such massive forces of nature 
with protective bunds or channels, and canopies 
would eventually be drowned with debris.

An elevated approach road in the valley leading 
to a short tunnel at the top would permanently 
solve the problem and commuted cost calcula-
tions would show long-term � nancial bene� ts.

Mike Rayworth, Invercreran

Gerrymandering the vote?
Sir,
I was struck to note the recent furore over the 
idea that those Scots in the rest of the UK should 

The latest in a long list 
of landslides in recent 
years – this one dating 
from August 4. 51_a34Rest01

be given the right to vote in any forthcoming 
independence referendum.

� is, of course, highlights the worst excesses 
of ethnic nationalism. � e actions of a British 
government which, it should be remembered, 
excluded EU nationals from the right to vote 
in the EU referendum despite the fact they live 
here, yet allowed British citizens living abroad 
the right to participate.

� is is opposed to the civic nationalism of 
the Scottish Government, that those living in 
Scotland should dictate the nation’s constitu-
tional future, pure and simple.

� e precedent for this franchise was estab-
lished in the devolution referendum of 1997 
and the independence referendum of 2014, so it 
would be odd to alter it on this occasion. Not 
trying to be too cynical, but with the Unionist 
side now well behind, there may be a belief 
that this vote can somehow be gerrymandered 
by opening it up to those Scots, however 

that is de� ned, living in the rest of the UK. 
One can imagine the outcry there would be 
however should those Scots, who don’t even 
live in Scotland, tilt the balance in favour of 
the nation remaining in the union or indeed 
becoming independent.

 It is of course only right and proper that those 
living in Scotland should dictate our future 
and all attempts should be made to resist any 
alternative.

Alex Orr, Edinburgh

Family support available
Sir
Recent research from the Disabled Children’s 
Partnership found that 66 per cent of families 
with disabled children in Scotland have been 
providing a lot more care during lockdown 
and many continue to do so despite restrictions 
easing.

� e current national emergency has com-
pounded the challenges many parents of 
disabled children face. And added layers of new 
ones as respite, therapies, care and schooling 
arrangements were largely stopped or changed 
and usual routines disrupted.

Contact, the charity for families with disabled 
children, is o� ering a helping hand to families 
in Argyll and Bute during this di�  cult time.

We’ve launched free one-to-one telephone 
appointments with a family support adviser for 
parent carers looking for a listening ear, reas-
surance and practical and emotional support.

We are running free virtual workshops on top-
ics such as sleep, behaviour, wellbeing, money 

New normal
It is great to hear that the pupils have 
taken the ‘new normal’ in their stride at 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus and Tarbert 
Academy.
The teachers are bound to have had 
reservations about going back to 
school, but provided every precaution is 
taken – as seems to have been the case in 
Lochgilphead – everyone will adapt and 
get used to the new world we live in.

Wondrous sight
It must have been a wondrous sight to 
witness oceanic mammals in Loch Goil. 
Then we had dolphin pods in Loch Fyne 
a week earlier. Something is drawing 
them to inshore waters, and maybe it’s 
food – which sounds like a good thing. 
But the whales are not usually found so far 
inland, and one can only hope they are not 
distressed – and that they make it back to 
the open sea in one piece.

A wee rest
We have taken a break this week from the 
subject of the Rest (but we’ll be back). The 
old road detour was working � ne at the 
time of writing. It was disturbing, though, 
to hear that BEAR Scotland workers had 
been abused. They are just doing their 
jobs, so people have to understand that, 
and keep the heid.
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matters, and speech and language, to provide 
additional support for families who may be 
struggling during this crisis.

Families who have a disabled child can make 
an appointment or � nd out more details on the 
Contact website.

Susan Walls, Contact Scotland, Edinburgh

Questions over shipyard loan
Sir,
� e SNP must explain its secret agenda to 
nationalise a failing ferry company. Documents 
have suggested that the SNP government en-
sured there was a ‘right to buy’ of failed shipyard 
Ferguson Marine when it gave the company a 
£30 million loan two years ago.

Former Finance Secretary Derek Mackay told 
Parliament that the loan was to help the ship-
yard ‘diversify’.

However, it now appears that Mr Mackay 
misled parliament and the public, as he knew 
the shipyard was in � nancial di�  culties and the 
loan would create a path to nationalisation.

� is saga throws up many questions – Derek 
Mackay must return to the Scottish Parliament 
and answer them.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Kintyre and  Islands ward

� is week’s featured photograph was taken by Argyll and Bute councillor Douglas Philand from Lochgilphead, 
who took this gorgeous photo from Castle Sween, looking across Loch Sween to Jura in the distance.

Send your favourite photographs for publication to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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Bye bye to Badden’s bovine buddies
The children from Badden Farm Nursery 
gathered together to say goodbye to calves 
raised at the nursery this summer.

Named by the children Strawberry and 
Chip Buttercup, they have been hand-reared 
from days old at the nursery.

Sadly this summer, due to Covid-19 and 
the nursery being closed for some months, 
the children have been less ‘hands on’ than 
usual with the calves and the nursery’s three 

lambs, but they received many photos and 
updates through Facebook and the Seesaw 
system, and hopefully have felt part of the 
growing process with the animals.

The two calves are now mature enough to 
return to the farm and join the herd, which 
they will love.

With the sheep, chickens and donkeys still 
on the nursery grounds, the children still 
have lots of lovely animals to enjoy.

Coronavirus hits luxury 
cruise ship sailings

�e Hebridean Princess will 
not be seen o� the west coast 
this year a�er the ship’s oper-
ator cancelled sailings in light 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Hebridean Island Cruises 
Ltd, the operator of the luxury 
50-passenger Scottish cruise 
ship, last week cancelled all of 
its remaining sailings due to 
depart in 2020.

�e company’s managing di-
rector Ken Charleson said: ‘We 
have been closely monitoring 
global developments regarding 
the coronavirus (Covid-19) 
pandemic since March of this 
year, and are fully focused on 
protecting the health, safety 
and welfare of our guests and 
crew.

‘Due to the continuing 
situation, and the confusion 
surrounding which cruises 
are allowed to operate around 
Scotland, we have taken the 
decision to cancel all of our 
remaining 2020 sailings on 
board Hebridean Princess.

‘Whilst this will be very 
disappointing for our guests, 

we continue to look forward 
to March 2021 when our new 
season will begin. 

‘We are also mindful of the 
communities of the Highlands 
and Islands and the need 
to protect residents from 
any threat of the spread of 
coronavirus.’

Mr Charleson added: ‘We 
have also been advised by the 
owners of river ship, Royal 

Crown, that they have made 
the decision not to operate the 
vessel this year. �erefore, as a 
result of this decision, we are 
no longer able to operate our 
European river cruises sched-
uled to depart in October 2020.

‘We will be contacting all 
a�ected guests and trade part-
ners during the next seven to 
14 days outlining the options 
available to them.’

Hebridean Princess at Inveraray on a previous cruise.

The children gather to say farewell to their calf friends. 
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One of Scotland’s favourite 
events has been taking to the 
virtual stage for the �rst time, 
as Cowal Highland Gathering 
o�ers a packed programme to 
a worldwide audience.

Cowal’s Virtual Highland 
Gathering is an ambitious 
three-day event which mirrors 
as closely as possible the pro-
gramme of the gathering itself.

Kicking o� on �ursday 
August 27, Cowal’s Virtual 
Gathering features a host 
of exclusive interviews and 
performances, together with 
a look back at some of the 
highlights of the 126-year-old 
event.

�e Gathering’s Friday night 
gig is back too, with the Gig 
at the Gathering Unplugged 
going live from 7pm. 

With some of the gathering’s 
most popular bands, including 
Skerryvore, Tide Lines and 
Heron Valley talking and per-
forming, the spirit of the event 
will be very much alive in a 
year where all summer events 
were cancelled.

Pipe band, Highland dancing 
and heavy athletics fans will 
also be catered for with archive 
footage and exclusive inter-
views with some of the biggest 
names in their �eld.

Cowal Highland Gathering 
chairman Ronnie Cairns is 
looking forward to seeing 
how people around the 
world celebrate the World’s 
Most Spectacular Highland 
Gathering, adding: ‘We were 
devastated at having to cancel 
this year’s gathering, but we’ve 
been working hard over the 
last few months to put together 
a virtual celebration which 
not only honours our historic 
event, but captures the heart of 
the gathering.

‘It is our privilege to bring the 
gathering into homes around 
the world. 

‘We hope people enjoy what 
we’ve got to o�er, they marvel 
at our dancers, are stirred by 
our pipe bands and enthralled 

Enjoy the Cowal Highland Gathering 
in the comfort of your own home

by our heavy athletes. We 
don’t want people to simply 
sit and watch Cowal’s Virtual 
Gathering, we want them to be 
a part of it. 

‘Whether it’s putting on 
their trainers and running 
or walking in our Virtual 5K 
or enjoying a dram with our 
Saturday ceilidh band, we’d 
love people to get involved and 
send us their photos of how 
they’re enjoying their Virtual 
Gathering experience.

‘Cowal Highland Gathering 
is all about us gathering 
together in one place, and this 
year we are taking that one step 
further, coming together in a 
virtual space, which for three 
days we are turning tartan.’

�is year’s virtual edition 
of the gathering is supported 
through EventScotland, part of 
VisitScotland’s events directo-
rate, through its international 
events programme.

Paul Bush OBE, director 
of events at VisitScotland, 
said: ‘�e Cowal Highland 
Gathering is one of the high-
lights of the Highland games 
calendar, and while it is dis-
appointing it won’t be taking 
place in its traditional form, we 
are delighted to be supporting 
this year’s innovative virtual 
edition.

‘�e three-day online pro-
gramme has a lot to o�er, and 
it’s great to see that through 

Tossing the caber at Cowal Highland Gathering.

performances, exclusive inter-
views and sporting challenges, 
audiences from around the 
world can still experience and 

join in the spectacle of the 
gathering from the comfort of 
their own homes.’

Cowal’s Virtual Gathering 

will run on Cowal Highland 
Gathering’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel from 
�ursday August 27 until 

Saturday August 29. For more 
details email info@cowal-
gathering.com or visit www.
cowalgathering.com

Move your body,
improve your mood.

For tips on staying active to look after your 
mental health visit clearyourhead.scot
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Heather’s Treks – tranquil lochs and magical isles
Heather Thomas-Smith runs Heathery Heights, a Lochgil-
phead-based company o�ering a bespoke guided walking 
service. She has travelled and trekked throughout the 
world but now lives in Argyll amongst the scenery she 
loves. www.heatheryheights.co.uk

�is delightful walk – and the 
accompanying extensions for 
those who wish to walk further 
– encompasses calm tranquil-
ity, intriguing history and a 
wonderful array of plants and 
wildlife.

�e area is famed for its bea-
vers, �rst released here in 2009; 
its woodlands and incredible 
geology.

It is as beautiful in winter 
light as it is on a balmy sum-
mer’s day.

Historical points of interest 
include the old settlement, 
cross and well at Kilmory Oib 
and the ruins of Coille Bharr 
(Kilmory) Mill.

To make the most of the walk 
it is worth visiting the Faery 
Isles section when the tide is 
out and the freshwater lochs 
later in the day if you wish to 
have the chance of spotting a 
beaver. 

A visit to the Argyll Beaver 
Centre will provide you with 
further useful information

1. Turn south along the track 
from the forestry car park 
(NR783906) on the west side 
of Loch Coille-Bharr. A�er a 
short distance you will come 
to the ruined township of 

Kilmory Oib to your right, 
worthy of exploration. Note 
the cross and well at its centre, 
o�en a mass of watercress 
(best not eaten raw due to liver 
�uke).

2. Continue on the track 
south for half a kilometre until 
you reach the ruined Coille 
Bharr Mill, note the �ne arch 
and di�erent ages of masonry. 
A tiny detour on a path to the 
le� of the mill takes you to 
stunning views over the loch 
and to where your exploits 
will take you later in the day. 
Returning to the track head 
south for 150m, passing �ne 
waterfalls on your right.

3. At the Y-junction keep 
right, signposted the Faery 
Isles. You will be returning to 
go back up the other fork later. 
Continue down the track for 
600m until you reach the next 
Y-junction. Here you have a 
choice.

4. i) To extend the 9km walk 
and explore the west side of 
the Faery Isles and gain views 
to the southern end of Loch 
Sween the right hand fork 
(signposted Faery Isles) will 
give you an out and back walk 
of 6.5km (keeping LEFT all the 

way towards Rubha na Stuire). 
�e extension is also very 
useful if you are waiting for the 
tide to go out before exploring 
the next section.

ii) To continue the 9km 
walk keep le� following the 
track to its end. To your right 
you will see a tiny shore side 

path, which veers through 
the undergrowth to the most 
north-easterly of the Faery 
Isles. 

�e views are stunning. You 
can walk out to the end of a 
stone jetty or cross to explore 
this beautiful isle if the tide is 
fully out. Take care to keep to 

An indicative map of the route. 

Heather Thomas-Smith.
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Heather’s Treks – tranquil lochs and magical isles

Walk Information
Route: Loch Coille Bharr, Dubh Loch and the Faery Isles
Distance: 9 to 18km (see extensions above)
Ascent: 185 to 440m
Time: 3-6 hours walking; allow 2-plus hours for exploration 
and stops
Terrain: tracks, short road section and paths; some steep 
and uneven sections
Map/s: OS Landranger 55 (1:50 000)
OS Explorer 358 (1:25 000)
Start/Finish: Forestry car park
Grid Reference: NR 783906 (or NR 790909)
Parking: Loch á Coille Bharra (or Barnluasgan; the route
passes  both)
Public Transport: limited bus service (425/426)
Toilets: No

The cross at Kilmory Oib. 

the stonier sections and avoid 
the mud.

5. Return back to the 
Y-junction at the start of ‘3’ and 
immediately turn right. �e 
track will veer le� to the south-
ern end of Loch Coille-Bharr 
and a �ne viewpoint. �e path 
now keeps le� and rises over 
a small ridge before heading 
closely up the eastern shores 
of the loch. Clear signs of the 
beavers can be seen where they 
have chewed through trees, 
dragged them down the loch’s 
banks and built dams. �ose 
�rst created at Dubh Loch 
can be seen to your right from 
the wooden platform on Loch 
Coille-Bharr.

6. Continue north from Dubh 
Loch onto the Achnamara 
road until you reach the 
Barnluasgan car park. Here 
you have a further choice.

7. i) If you wish to add on the 
short 1.5km circuit of Loch 
Barnluasgan or the 2.5km 
circuit that includes pretty 
woods the route is well marked 

out from the north end of 
the car park with the steeper 
woodland walk incorporated 
into the circuit on the loch’s 
eastern side.

ii) To continue the main 
circuit it is merely a case of 
crossing the road to the small 
gate opposite the car park. It is 
then a 10-15 minute walk along 
the path back to the start.

Safety in the 
Outdoors
�e described route and ac-
companying information are 
there to be used as a guide and 
do not replace the use of map 
and compass and the skills 
required to use them. 
 All walks are undertaken at 
your own risk. 
 Please continue to adhere to 
current guidelines as set out 
by the government, exercise 
responsibly and use appropri-
ate clothing and equipment for 
your chosen outdoor activity.

 Inform a contact about your 
route/whereabouts and don’t 
forget your phone, snacks, 
drink, any medication/�rst aid 
supplies you may need and to 
check weather conditions. 
 Most walks are dog friendly 
but please keep your dog 

under close control, especially 
around livestock and wildlife. 
 Please follow the Scottish 
Outdoor Access Code.

The beautiful 
Faery Isles.

If you have any coronavirus symptoms, no matter how 
mild, you need to self-isolate and book a test right away 
at NHSinform.scot or by calling 0800 028 2816. 
Remember, if your symptoms worsen, call 111.

Self-isolating and getting tested is crucial to stop the 
virus spreading any further. 

It is important that we all do this, to protect ourselves, 
our loved ones and our local communities.

For more information go to 
NHSinform.scot/test-and-protect

Get tested, stop the virus, save lives.
#WeAreScotland

Got coronavirus symptoms? 
Self-isolate and book a test now.
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Council leader welcomes 
Green Distillery Fund
‘The distilling industry – both whisky and gin – plays an 
increasingly important role in the rural economy and in-
ternational reputation of Argyll and Bute. This new fund 
has the potential to help the industry play a key role in 
protecting our climate too.’

These were the words of Councillor Aileen Morton, 
chairwoman of the council’s climate change environ-
mental action group, as the UK Government announced 
a new £10m Green Distillery Fund.

Councillor Morton continued: ‘There are many exam-
ples of the application of green technology across Argyll 
and Bute. This could be a fantastic new opportunity to 
harness innovative energy sources within one of our 
most prestigious industries, reducing emissions and 
creating higher value jobs.

Key aims
‘This very much � ts with one of our key aims, as part of 

our plan to address climate change, which is to promote 
Argyll and Bute as a low carbon area and to develop and 
seek additional investment for green infrastructure.

‘I am keen to see how the fund will be administered and 
how the council can encourage partners in the distilling 
world to make best use of the monies available.’

Policy Lead for Economic Growth Councillor Alastair 
Redman added: ‘Argyll and Bute has more than 20 dis-
tilleries producing world class whisky and gin products. 
Many of our businesses are multi-award winning, proving 
that the local drinks’ sector is something to be envied.

‘From large-scale companies to small micro-distillers, 
this fast-growing market creates much-needed employ-
ment. The number of people working in the industry 
locally has increased by 50 per cent over the past 10 years 
and makes a valuable contribution to the local, Scottish 
and UK economies.’

Extension planned to Skipness 
primary school consultation

Skipness Primary School.

� e saga surrounding the 
future of Skipness Primary 
School in Kintyre looks set to 
continue until almost the end 
of the year.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
plans to continue the consulta-
tion on the closure-threatened 
school’s future until December 
18.

� e authority also intends 
to hold a public meeting on 
the future of the school once 
Covid-19 restrictions allow 
mass gatherings.

� e   school has been moth-
balled since October 2016, 
with no new pupils enrolled. 
A public meeting was due to 
be held on May 6, but was 
cancelled due to the pandemic.

� e community services 
committee was asked to ap-
prove continuing the consulta-
tion when it met on � ursday 
August 27.

A report by executive direc-
tor Douglas Hendry said: ‘� e 
original six-week consultation 
period commenced on March 
19 and was due to end at close 

of business on May 15, in order 
to meet the statutory require-
ments and include at least 30 
school days.

‘A public meeting was also 
arranged for May 6 in Skipness 
Village Hall.

‘However, shortly a� er com-
mencement of the consultation 
the coronavirus outbreak 
caused schools to be closed and 
restrictions on public gather-
ings were enforced as part of 
the lockdown measures.

‘It was therefore clear that 
the consultation exercise 
would not be able to proceed as 
originally planned.

‘At its meeting on April 
16, the business continuity 
committee agreed to o�  cers’ 
proposals to extend the con-
sultation period from May 
15 to August 31 and to cancel 
the public meeting scheduled 
for May 6, with a new date to 
be set once the regulations 
imposing restrictions of public 
gatherings allow it to proceed.’

Mr Hendry added: ‘Given the 
current Covid-19 pandemic 

this report sets out proposals 
to further extend the ongoing 
statutory consultation exercise 
with regard to the proposal to 
close Skipness Primary School 

and to hold a rearranged public 
meeting once the UK/Scottish 
Government restrictions on 
public assemblies allow it to 
proceed.’
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Martin MacLeod junior 
and senior get to work on 
‘Tunes in the Hoose’.

Tunes in the Hoose funding 
is music to the ears
Five months and 400 produc-
tions later, Tunes in the Hoose 
– launched on Facebook by 
Capercaillie founder Martin 
MacLeod, originally from 
Oban, and his son, also Martin 
– has been awarded funding 
from Creative Scotland to 
develop over the next year.

�e 12-month development 
plan has two core aims: To 
enhance the appeal of Scottish 
music to the world market, and 
to allow all collaborators to 
gain and maintain extensive 
promotion of themselves and 
their cra�, pending and be-
yond the worldwide exit from 
Covid-19.

‘Although the project will 
continue to be part-volun-
teered, the funding support 
has given us the time to really 
focus our e�orts into the plat-
form – something that I was 
struggling to set aside whilst 
also running my own busi-
ness,’ explained Martin junior.

Tunes in the Hoose was 
inspired by Scottish musician, 
and family friend of the 
MacLeods, Peter Wood, who 
was posting videos of himself 
playing tunes in his home 
during self-isolation back in 
March.

Having seen the footage, 
Martin senior called his 
�lmmaker son to ask if he had 
the technology and know-how 
to put a video together of him 
playing along to Peter’s video. 
�e rest is history.

 To date there have been 411 
productions and counting, 
2.5 million views worldwide, 
10,000 followers from 75 
countries, and 800 traditional 
Scottish musician members.

‘We now have our own web-
site (www.tunesinthehoose.
com) which hosts all of our 
content, news and will act as a 
directory for musicians, bands 
and tutors to promote their tal-
ents and services free – which 

will also be shared/promoted 
through our social media on 
a weekly basis,’ added Martin.

‘Our Season One Tunebook 
is almost ready – hopefully the 
�rst in a collection of books 
that will coincide with our 

productions, allowing learners 
to play along with the existing 
videos and for pro/am musi-
cians to play for dancing as the 
tunes are organised into sets.’

�e productions will contin-
ue over the 12 months as long 

as there are willing musicians 
to share their talents, with 
competitions and virtual 
events planned for the near 
future.

‘One side-project that I 
am personally very excited 

about is Tunes TV, an online 
documentary series that is in 
development (self-funded),’ 
said Martin.

‘My hope is that we can 
produce a contemporary, cine-
matic and engaging series that 
captures fresh perspectives 
and turns the spotlight on 
Scotland’s hidden musical tal-
ents, all whilst introducing the 
world of Scottish traditional 
music to a new generation.

‘By the end of the 12-month 
development period, we hope 
to achieve all of our goals, 
whilst setting the foundations 
to create our very own Tunes 
in the Hoose Festival, so that 
the platform can be self-sus-
tained and continue to grow.’

Visit   www.facebook.com/
TunesIn�eHoose
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Around the markets
Islay
United Auctions sold 4,249 sheep 
of all classes at Islay Auction Mart 
on Friday August 21. Lambs (3,328) 
averaged £70.99 per head (+£9.48) 
and 190.89p/kg (+30.89p/kg).
 An excellent o� ering of top quality 
lambs, which included many ready 
for slaughter, sold to a good follow-
ing of buyers. � e entry of lambs 
comprised a tremendous selection 
of Su� olk cross lambs which sold 
readily.

At the same sale, United Auctions 
sold 111 store cattle. Bullocks 
averaged £976.23 (+£142.23) per 
head and sold to £1,150 for two 
Luings weighing 638g, from Islay 
Estates. Heifers averaged £869.67 (+ 
£144.67) per head and sold to £1,030 
for a LimX, weighing 385kg, from 
Mr D McCormick, Blackrock.

Bullocks averaged 232p/kg (+ 
20.7p/kg), to 266p/kg for two 
334kg, LimX from Mr N McLellan, 
Kilchiaran. Heifers averaged 
231.35p/kg (+37.35p/kg) to 268p/
kg for a 309kg, Limx from Mr C 
McMillan, Ardbeg. A small show 
of suckled calves sold well and to a 
strong force of buyers.

Sheep
Leading prices per head
Lambs – Su� X - £100, £95.00, 

Coull; £94.00, Duich; £90.00, 
Octofad; £88.50, Ardnave; £88.00, 
Octofad; £86.50, Octofad; £86.00, 
Cladville; £85.00, Islay Estates; 
£84.50, Ardbeg; £84.00, Pairc A 
Chlassan; £82.00, Ardnave; £81.50, 
Islay Estates; £80.00, Octofad; 

£80.00, Islay Estates. BeltX - 
£96.00, £91.00, Blackrock; £82.00, 
Blackrock; £81.50, Laggan Estate; 
£80.00, Starchmill. TexX - £100, 
Coull; £93.00, Islay Estates; £86.50, 
Ardbeg; £86.00, Laggan Estate; 
£85.00, Ardtalla Estate; £84.00, 
Blackrock; £82.50, Bayview; £82.00, 
Coull; £81.50, Ardnave; £81.00, 
£80.00, Balaclava; £80.00, Laggan 
Estate. Chev - £79.00, Duich; £74.00, 
Carrabus; £71.50, Duich; £68.00, 
Coillabus. Cross - £90.00, Ardnave; 
£80.00, Duich; £79.00, Balaclava; 
£79.00, Daill Cottage. CharX - 
£70.00, Starchmill. Zwa - £65.00, 
Balaclava; Mule - £80.50, Bola Na 
Traigh; £71.00, Ballachlaven; £69.00, 
Starchmill; £69.00, Islay Estates. 
BF - £67.00, Carrabus; £59.50, Cnoc 
Na Faire; £57.00, Aoradh; £56.00, 
Carrabus.

Ewes – TexX - £109, Bayview; 
£79.00, Carrabus; £74.50, Ardbeg; 
£70.00, Bayview. Chev - £64.00, 
Coillabus. Cross - £95.00, Tallant; 
£72.00, Bayview. Mule - £54.00, 
Ardtalla Estates. BF - £61.00, 
Coillabus; £57.00, Aoradh; £57.00, 
Coillabus.

Leading prices per Kilo
Lambs – Su� X - 231p,218p,214p, 

Islay Estates; 213p, Ardtalla Estate; 
212p, 209p, Smaladh; BeltX – 
237p,236p, 218p, Blackrock; 217p, 
Starchmill. TexX – 224p, Islay 
Estates; 217p, Blackrock; 217p, 
Coull; 215p, Balaclava; 209p, Coull; 
207p, Islay Estates; 205p, Ardtalla 
Estate; 205p, Islay Estate. Chev - 
206p, 181p, Foreland No2; 178p, 
Cruach(E &amp; J Brown); 176p, 

Carrabus. Cross – 198p, Ardnave; 
197p, Balaclava; 192p, Glenegedale; 
188p, Kilchiaran; 186p, Foreland 
No2; 184p, Kilchiaran. Mule – 184p, 
Islay Estates; 177p, Claggan; 177p, 
Bola Na Traigh; 176p, Ballachlaven; 
175p, Smaladh; 175p, 174p, Islay 
Estates; 174p, Starchmill. BF – 182p, 
Mid Cragabus; 170p, Carrabus; 
167p, Cnoc Na Faire; 162p, Foreland 
No2.

Cattle
Leading prices per head
Bullocks – AAx - £965, Tallant; 

£945(2), Balimartin; £915(3), 
Eskinish. BRBx - £1040, £1010(2), 
£920, Blackrock. CHARx - £965(2), 
Tallant. LIMx - £1140, Ardbeg; 
£1125, Ballimartin; £1070(5), 
Ardbeg; £1040(3), Lossit; £1040(3), 
Blackrock; £1040, Kilchiaran; 
£1040(6), Ardbeg; £1040, Kilchiaran; 
£1030, Blackrock; £1025(4), Ardbeg; 
£1010, Blackrocck. Luing - £1150(2), 
£1090(2), Islay Estates.

Heifers – AAx - £955, Balemartin. 
LimX - £1030, Blackrock; £965, £960, 
Lossit; £960(2), Ardbeg; £955(5), 
Balimartin; £945(2), Kilchiaran; 
£915, Lossit; £915(4), Lossit; £915(4), 
Ardbeg; £900(2), Balimartin.

Leading prices per Kilo
Bullocks – AAx – 240p, Tallant. 

BRBx – 238p, 235p, Blackrock. 
CHARx – 237p, Tallant. LIMx 
– 266p(2), Kilchiaran; 264p, 
Blackrock; 263p(4), 261p(6), Ardbeg; 
258p, Kilchiaran; 256p(3), Lossit; 
254p(5), Ardbeg; 254p, Kilchiaran; 
241p, Ardbeg; 238p(2), Blackrock; 
237p, Carrabus; 235p(3), Blackrock; 
234p, Lossit; 232p(2), Ardbeg; 230p, 

Lossit.
Heifers – AAx – 226p(3), Tallant. 

LimX – 268p, Ardbeg; 267p, 
Blackrock; 264p(2), Kilchiaran; 
260p(2), Ardbeg; 251p, Lossit; 
250p(6), Ardbeg; 246p, Lossit; 
242p(4), Ardbeg; 237p(2), 
Balimartin; 234p, Lossit.

Dalmally
A good entry of longer keeping 
type lambs sold to a full ringside 
of buyers as lambs were shown in 
good bloom at United Auctions’ 
Dalmally mart. On Saturday August 
22 the company sold 4,266 sheep of 
all classes. Lambs (3,780) averaged 
£61.27 per head (+ £7.94) and 
203.13p/kg (+33p/kg).

Leading prices per head
Lambs – Su� X - £79.00, Kiloran 

Farmers; £75.00, 56 Tangasdale, 
Barra; £74.00, Kiloran Farmers; 
£70.50, 56 Tangasdale; £70.00, 
Ben Sgoltaire, Colonsay. BeltX - 
£70.00, Ichrachan. TexX - £86.50, 
83 Borve, Barra; £85.50, 75 Borve, 
Barra; £84.00, 83 Borve; £83.50, 
Ardbeg; £79.00, Tullich Farmers; 
£78.50, 83 Borve; £77.50, 83 Borve; 
£77.50, Stone� eld Farms; £77.00, 
Craig Farm; £77.00, Couston Farm; 
£77.00, Ichrachan. Chev - £76.50, 
Cour Lodge; £70.50, 83 Borve, 
Barra; £70.00, Duncroisk. Cross 
- £64.50, RSPB Oransay; £57.50, 
Maam; £56.00, RSPB Oransay. Mule 
- £65.50, Ormsary Farmers; £64.00, 
83 Borve, Barra; £62.00, Maam; 
£61.50, Balnahard, Colonsay; 
£61.00, Garraron. Chev Mule - 

£72.00, £63.00, Cladich. BF - £80.50, 
Dall Farm; £66.00, Craig Farm; 
£59.50, 83 Borve, Barra; £53.00, 
Keppoch Farms; £50.00, Castles 
Estate; £49.50, Blarmafoldach; 
£48.00, Couston Farm.

Ewes – Lley - £53.00, 1 Stronaba. 
TexX - £73.00, Home� eld Cro� ; 
£62.00, Ben Sgoltaire; £58.00, 
Ichrachan; £53.00, Couston Farm. 
Chev - £56.00, £52.00, Cladich. 
Cross - £64.00, Garrogie Estates; 
£58.00, Blarmaoldach. Mule - 
£44.00, Blarmafoldach. BF - £56.00, 
Alistair Annies Cro� ; £55.00, 
Castles Estate.

Leading prices per Kilo
Lambs – Su� X - 220p, 219p, 56 

Tangasdale, Barra; 219p, Kiloran 
Farmers; 217p, Ardsheal Farm. 
BeltX –219p, Ichrachan; 206p, 
Boorach Beag.

TexX – 248p, 6 Leanish; 241p, 
Blarmafoldach; 239p, Ichrachan; 
236p, Milroy; 231p, Garrogie 
Estate; 230p, Blarmaoldach; 229p, 
Ichrachan; 229p, Tullochcan; 227p, 
225p, Rhemore; 223p, Ormsary 
Farmers; 221p, Stone� eld Farms; 
220p, Garrogie Estate. Chev – 225p, 
Cladach; 225p, Curacao; 223p, 
High Balantyre; 220p, 83 Borve, 
Barra. Cross – 250p, Maam; 248p, 
223p, 5 Stronaba. Mule – 215p, 
Garraron. Chev Mule – 217p, 
Cladach. BF – 190p, Home� eld 
Cro� ; 184p, Couston Farm; 183p, 
Craig Farm; 182p, Keppoch Farms; 
180p, Tullocchcan; 179p, Castles 
Estate; 175p, Dall Farm; 172p, 
Blarmafoldach; 171p, Drimnin 
Estate; 170p, 83 Borve.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080



 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING

T: 07885 203020
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of  4x4’s, motor homes 
and caravanettes.

Any age or condition.  
We also buy water damaged

or in need of repair. 
Also all types of touring

caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 
T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff , Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Telephone 01967 431230

HEAVY DUTY BOAT TRAILER

Adjustable to suit 
boat length

£350

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
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RECRUITMENT

PUBLIC NOTICES

CLEANER 
WANTED 

For holiday 
cottage

Maximum 5 hours for 
occasional Saturdays 

during season and 
some off -season 

bookings, advanced 
notice will be given of 
dates. Car essential. 
Top hourly rates, plus 

travel allowance. 
Stronchreggan, Near 
Treslaig, Fort William 

(north side of 
Loch Linnhe). 

Mobile: 07802 959 715

Recovery Worker I Kintyre area I Work base negotiable
Permanent post I 22.5 hours per week I c £22,000 per annum 

(pro rata for part time)
Closing date for applications: 6 September 2020

To apply go to: www.wearewithyou.org.uk/job vacancies

If you have experience of working with substance misuse service users in a health, 
social care or criminal justice setting and/or have experience working in related 
sectors and believe you have transferable skills then we would love to talk to you.

Our recovery service in Argyll & Bute provides a service for people concerned about 
their own or someone else’s drug or alcohol use and we are looking to recruit an 
experienced Recovery Worker to provide outreach and support services to these 
people, particularly in the Kintyre area. 

We have a service bases in Dunoon, Helensburgh, Oban and Islay but much of our 
work is carried out in local communities so a driving license and access to a car is 
essential. The work base for the successful candidate can be negotiated. 

An SVQ Level 3 in Adult Social Care or equivalent qualifi cations that are in line with 
SSSC requirements is required and registration with the SSSC is essential.

You will have the ability to work eff ectively as a supportive team player, be able to 
cope with pressure and have good time management and prioritisation skills. 

A full job description is available on our web site.

We are an equal opportunities employer, committed to promoting equality and 
diversity in all areas of our work. 

NB all applications must be made via our web site; CVs will not be accepted.  

For further information contact Hazel Smith
hazel.smith@wearewithyou.org.uk

0141 221 8390

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Shop Assistant (Arran)
Arran

We are looking to hire a hard-working, 
customer-oriented Shop Assistant to ensure the smooth 
running of in-store retail operations. The Shop Assistant’s 
responsibilities include welcoming customers to our shop, 
monitoring customer activities to prevent incidents of shoplifting, 
arranging window displays accordingly, and processing customer 
refunds. You should also be able to identify customers’ needs 
and recommend suitable shop items that best satisfy their needs.

Download our app for 
free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve 
made it 

even easier 
to fi nd 

your next 
job in the 
perfect 

location.

Friendly Housekeeper in Oban/Scotland  wanted 
for independent care of a 4 Star B&B (6 rooms)

Tasks: 
*preparing and serving an original scottish breakfast

*cleaning the rooms

15 - 20 days a month
7 hours a day

Good payment
Applications: kristina.jungclaus@hoteljungclaus.de

Argyll and Bute Council require a quali� ed 
vehicle mechanic to join our team at � e 
Plantyard, Bishopton Road, Lochgilphead.
Permanent position.  37 hours. 
Salary £26,005 - £28,359
Please apply through myjobscotland.gov.uk
Advert ref:- ARB06848

Argyll and Bute Council require a quali� ed vehicle 
mechanic to join our team at Jackson Quarry workshop, 
Millpark Road, Oban.
Permanent position.  37 hours. Salary £26,005 - £28,359
Please apply through myjobscotland.gov.uk
Advert ref:- ARB06852

Argyll and Bute Council require a quali� ed chargehand 
vehicle mechanic to join our team at Roading garage, 
Campbeltown.
Permanent position.  37 hours. Salary £28,320 - £30,944
Please apply through myjobscotland.gov.uk
Advert ref:- ARB06899

Finance O�  cer
Salary: 

£21,000 p/a pro rata.  
Closing date: 9am, 

17/9/20. 
For more information and 

to apply, visit 
http://www.kilmartin.org/

home/get-involved/
vacancies/.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
20/01233/PPP Renewal of planning permission 

in principle reference 17/02097/
PPP (site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse)

Land To The North  
Of Kennacraig Farm, 
Kennacraig, By 
Tarbert, Argyll And 
Bute,

20/01378/PP Re-painting of shopfront 51 Longrow, 
Campbeltown, Argyll 
And Bute, PA28 6ER

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any 
letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all 
applications can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers are 
requested to use electronic communication where possible during the 
coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process postal mail is restricted. 

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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P
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DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
SERVICES

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (HARBOUR STREET, CASTLE STREET 
AND SCHOOL ROAD, TARBERT) (TEMPORARY TRAFFIC 
MANAGEMENT) ORDER 2020
On Monday 24th August 2020, Argyll and Bute Council made the above 
named Order under Section 14(1)(a) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, as amended, the effect of which will be that for a temporary period, 
the following restrictions will apply:
Schedule 1 – Prohibition of Waiting at any time
Harbour Street, Tarbert
On both sides from a point 155 metres or thereby northeast of the 
extended east kerbline of Castle Street, extending in a southwesterly 
thence westerly direction to its junction with the A83 Trunk Road 
(Barmore Road), a distance of 285 metres or thereby.
Castle Street, Tarbert
From the extended south kerbline of Harbour Street extending in 
a southerly direction to its junction with Church Street, a distance 
of 30 metres or thereby.
School Road, Tarbert
From the extended south kerbline of Harbour Street extending in 
a southerly direction to its junction with Church Street, a distance 
of 30 metres or thereby. 
Schedule 2 – Prohibition of Entry 

From To
1. Castle Street Harbour Street
2. School Road Harbour Street

Exceptions will apply to a vehicle being used in an emergency for fire 
brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes, a vehicle being used 
for carrying out the works or a vehicle being driven under the direction 
of a traffic management operative. The restrictions imposed by this 
Order which are required to allow essential works to be carried out 
on or near the road will be effective when indicated by signs from 
0001 hours on Monday the 31st of August 2020 until 2359 hours 
on the 31st January 2022 or until the works are complete, whichever 
is the earlier. The parking restrictions will be phased in 50 to 60 metre 
lengths to reduce the impact at any one time. The prohibition of entry 
will only be effective when works are in progress at the affected junctions.
Roads & Infrastructure Services 1A Manse Brae,  
LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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PERSONAL NOTICES

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
METALS WANTED

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of 
the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in 
person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an adver-
tiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheri�  Court or such 
other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or 
edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, 
the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertise-
ment, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No 
re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

8   Errors must be noti� ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of pub-
lication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, 
misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the 
Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of 
all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal 
actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post O�  ce. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

GARDEN SERVICES
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH

PUBLIC NOTICES
MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

SLIPWAY REPAIRS
DAVAAR, HOLY ISLAND INNER AND FLADDA LIGHTHOUSES

Notice is hereby given that Northern Lighthouse Board has applied to the 
Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of slipway repairs at:
  Cost £ 250,000
 Location Latitude Longitude 
 Davaar 55° 25.631’ N 05° 32.797’ W
 Davaar 55° 25.633’ N 05° 32.793’ W
 Davaar 55° 25.618’ N 05° 32.775’ W
 Davaar 55° 25.620’ N 05° 32.771’ W
 Holy Island Inner 55° 30.732’ N 05° 04.227’ W
 Holy Island Inner 55° 30.730’ N 05° 04.225’ W
 Holy Island Inner 55° 30.739’ N 05° 04.204’ W
 Holy Island Inner 55° 30.737’ N 05° 04.202’ W
 Fladda 56° 14.911’ N 05° 40.849’ W
 Fladda 56° 14.911’ N 05° 40.846’ W
 Fladda 56° 14.941’ N 05° 40.851’ W
 Fladda 56° 14.945’ N 05° 40.848’ W
 Fladda 56° 14.946’ N 05° 40.850’ W
 Fladda 56° 14.941’ N 05° 40.853’ W
 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at https://bit.
ly/2QkcfYP.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in respect 
of the application should be made by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.
scot, quoting reference: 00008859 and Northern Lighthouse Board.
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team 
(MS-LOT) determine applications for marine licences under the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. During 
the consultation process any person having an interest in the outcome of 
the application may make representation to MS-LOT. The representation 
may contain personal information, for example a name or address. This 
representation will only be used for the purpose of determining an 
application and will be stored securely in the Scottish Government’s o�  cial 
corporate record. Representations will be shared with the applicant and/or 
agent acting on behalf of the applicant, any people or organisations that we 
consult in relation to the application and, where necessary, be published 
online, however personal information will be removed before sharing or 
publishing.
A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/
Licensing/marine/PrivacyNotice. If you are unable to access this, or you 
have any queries or concerns about how your personal information will 
be handled, contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot or Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria 
Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

Tarbert After School Care require
an Assistant Play Worker

Starting immediately to help provide a safe, fun and 
stimulating environment for children aged 3-11.
Monday to Friday term time, 15 hours per week.

Also a cleaner 1 hour daily Monday to Friday term time – 
above posts can be combined

The successful applicant/s must register with the 
PVG Scheme in Scotland

Closing date Monday 7th September 2020
For information 01880 820 247  Email: tarbertafterschoolcare@yahoo.co.uk

Machrihanish Airbase Community Company

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

(AGM)
Tuesday 22nd September at 7:30PM

Officers Mess, MACC Business Park
Due to COVID 19 restrictions spaces will be limited 
so anyone wishing to attend must phone the office 

on 01586 551555.

Happy 80th Birthday 
Dougie on 

1st September 2020.  
Hope you have a 
wonderful day.

Best Wishes from 
Jean, Donald and of 

course Mitch.

Happy 50th 
Birthday 

Look at this boy
Who’s grown into a man,

Now seen walking his 
dog Murphy,

Along Peninver Sands.
Love always, xxxx

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

LOCHGOILHEAD

GETINVOLVED
email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01546 602345

As I write this, I am sitting in a sun-� lled 
day with clear blue skies and not a cloud 
in sight.

Yet tomorrow the forecast is horri� c, 
promising gale force winds and torrential 
rain.

We know that suddenly out of a clear blue 
sky, storms come, rain batters us and the 
blue skies disappear.

We all know of the literal storms that can 
batter our coastline and cause havoc.

But there are other storms, storms of a 
personal dimension… when illness strikes 
and brings the storms that shake the very 
bedrock of our faith  – awful devastating 
storms, that can shatter lives and threaten 
to completely overwhelm those caught up 
in the waves.

None of us knows how we will cope in the 
storm until the waves hit us.

We all know people close to us, people 
here in our own community who have had 
storms of epic proportion batter them as 
they cope with illness that has come out of 
a clear blue sky, and le�  them struggling 
with a tsunami of grief.

We know people who have su� ered loss, 
and ache with longing and emptiness.

We love the times when we sail on calm 
waters with the sun shining when all 
is right with the world and life is plain 
sailing. But what of the storms, how do we 
cope with these hard times, when we are all 
at sea?

Whatever our storms, Jesus will be beside 
us, even if, in our fear, at the time, we can’t 
recognise him.

He will be there, saying: ‘I am with you, 
even to the end of the age.’

Jesus was with the frightened disciples in 
a storm and brought peace, and he will be 
with us too, however high the waves.

Northern bottlenose whales breaching close 
to Lochgoilhead. Photo: Derek Prescott. 

� ere was concern this week a� er a number of 
northern bottlenose whales were seen in the 
Firth of Clyde and an Argyll sea loch.

� e animals were spotted o�  Greenock and 
earlier this week in the upper reaches of Loch 
Goil.

� e northern bottlenose whale is an ocean 
species reaching a length of around 10 metres 
and growing to seven and a half tonnes. � ey can 
dive to over 1,400m depth and stay submerged 
for up to two hours hunting deep-water squid. 
Fish such as herring, prawns, sea cucumbers 
and star� sh may also form part of their diet.

Whatever has drawn them to the inshore 
waters of Scotland’s west coast, experts are wor-
ried that strandings could occur. Vet Catriona 
MacIntyre of Bute and Cowal Vets was monitor-
ing the situation on behalf of the British Divers 
Marine Life Rescue group. She said: ‘� ese deep 
sea species are unfortunately a stranding risk.’

By Wednesday of this week, the whales had 
moved towards the southern reaches of Loch 
Goil near Carrick Castle, the hope being that 
they would head back out to sea from the Firth 
of Clyde.

A� er a long period of lobbying, businesses in 
Arrochar and Tarbet celebrated last week as the 
authorities relented and agreed to relocate ‘road 
closed’ signs relating to closures around the A83 
Rest and be � ankful.

Many business managers have complained 
that the positioning of the diversion signs at 
the A82/A83 junction at Tarbet has damaged 
their revenue as potential customers believe the 
villages of Arrochar, Tarbet and Succoth to be 
cut o�  and inaccessible.

Prominent in the campaign to have the signs 
moved have been Jane Ireland of the Slanj 
restaurant and Cristina Sanchez-Navarro of 
Ash� eld House guest house.

Jane and Cristina announced on August 21: 
‘A� er much lobbying and [many] conversations 
a trial period has been agreed. � e signs will be 
relocated to Succoth on a trial period of four 
weeks.

‘� anks must go to everyone who supported 
the relocation but especially to Councillor 
Shonny Paterson, Jackie Baillie MSP, Maurice 
Corry MSP and Brendan O’ Hara MP.

‘Now to start the campaign to � nd a perma-
nent solution for the Rest.’

Radio and TV presenter John Beattie enjoyed a 
staycation break on the beautiful island of Islay 
last week.

� e former Scotland and British Lions rugby 
player posted videos of the island’s fantastic 
beaches on Twitter, posting: ‘It was actually 
wonderful, restful, and relaxing to holiday on 
Islay and stay in Scotland this year.

He continued (controversially): ‘And by the 
way, Islay is the best Scottish island...fact.’

But his trip home was made more eventful than 
expected, as he explained on Twitter on Monday 
August 24: ‘A� er an amazing holiday on Islay. 
Someone in Inveraray told the police I’d been 
drinking beer at the harbour last night before 
jumping back in my car again. � ey pulled me 
over blue lights etc on Loch Lomondside.’

Mr Beattie added: ‘� e reading was zero. I was 
using up an alcohol-free bottle with excellent 
� sh and chips. So, back to work today.’

John Beattie posted this photo, with the 
agreement of the o�  cers, on Twitter. 

ISLE OF ISLAYARROCHAR

Northern bottle nose whales 
spotted in Firth of Clyde

A83 Rest and be Thankful 
road closed signs relocated

John Beattie has a brush with 
the Bobbies!

Road closure signs at Tarbet were in the 
wrong place, say business owners.



DEATHS
GALBRAITH - Suddenly 
at the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital, 
Glasgow, on August 
16, 2020, Rhona Jean 
Galbraith, in her 49th 
year,  Sheanakill, Clachan, 
dearly beloved daughter 
of Helen and the late 
Peter Galbraith a much 
loved niece and cousin 
and good friend to many.  
Rhona’s funeral took pace 
on Tuesday August 25.
McCORKINDALE - 
Mary (Shaw). Peacefully 
at Lorn and Isles Hospital 
on Tuesday August 25. 
Beloved wife of the late 
Hugh, Scammadale. Much 
loved mother, granny and 
great-granny. Will be truly 
missed by many.
WEIR - Peacefully at 
the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead on  August 
24, 2020, Christina (Tina) 
Weir, nee Dunlop, in her 
83rd year, of 38 Lochnell 
Street, Lochgilphead and 
formerly of Lochfyne 
Terrace, Ardrishaig. 
Beloved wife of the late 
Alex Weir and much loved 
mother of Bell and Allan.
Adored Nana  of Allan, 
Ailsa, Colin, David and 
Andy, and proud great 
granny of Cian, Kara and 
Jessica. A much respected 
mother in law of Kirsteen 
and the late Jim. Loving 
sister of Flora, Nannie and 
the late Jean, Catherine 
and Duncan. A dear sister 
in law, aunt and cousin to 
all the extended family. A 
good neighbour and dear 
friend to many. A private 
funeral service will be 
held today, Friday  August 
28, 2020, at Achnabreac 
Cemetery. Sadly missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
LANG – Catherine, 
David, Marie and Peter 
would like to thank 
everyone for their lovely 
� owers, cards, baking 
and donations a� er the 
sad loss of Davy.  Also 
we would like to thank 
Maggie, Macmillan nurse, 
Jenny, Marie Curie, all the 
carers and all the commu-
nity nurses.  Also special 
thanks to Dr Lazarus for 
his faithful visits to help 
Davy in his � nal weeks.  
Also a thank you to piper 
John Brown for playing 
Davy’s favourite hymns.  
A big thank you to Rev 
Steve Fulcher for a very 
comforting service at 
graveside, Argyll bakeries 
for their catering.  A thank 
you to Kenneth, Rhys 
and David Blair for their 
professionalism, made 
everything easy for us 
all.  Lastly to all who gave 
Davy a great send o�  on 
his � nal journey.
McGOUGAN - � e 
family of the late Douglas 
would like to thank every-
one for the visits, support, 
cards, � owers, messages, 
baking and phone calls 
following the sad loss of 
Douglas. Special thanks 
to Jonny Smith for his 
sporting memories and 
Lorne Cousin for his 
piping tribute.
MORRISON - North 
Carrine. Robin, Fiona 
and Jimmy, would like 
to thank all carers com-
munity nurses social care 
services patient transport 
and Kitty who enabled Pat 
to spend her � nal days at 
home with her family. Also 
thanks to all at T A Blair 
for their professionalism, 

kindness and dignity in 
ful� lling our wishes. We 
use this opportunity to 
express our gratitude for 
the comfort of the many 
and varied expressions of 
sympathy at this sad time. 
� ank you all. 

IN MEMORIAM
MACDONALD - in 
loving memory of Roddy 
died August 31, 2016, 
loving husband, dad and 
papa.
Remembered always with 
love.
- Jenny and family
MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of my 
dear wife Jessie, who died 
August 21, 2007. 
Missed and remembered 
every day.
- Ian and family.

MACLENNAN  M.B.E 
- Cherished memories 
of our much loved Dad, 
Murdo, died September 1, 
2013.
Your presence is all 
around us, even though 
you are gone. � e love we 
shared will never die, for 
love itself lives on.
Love always, Lorne, Leone, 
Darren and Laurene X
- Keep the biscuit jar full 
Grampa .
Love from your 
Grandchildren X
McGOUGAN – Alice. In 
loving memory of my dear 
wife who passed away 
September 2, 2014.
Nothing can ever take 
away
� e love our hearts hold 
dear
Fond memories linger 
every day
Remembrance keeps her 
near.
- Your loving husband 
Stewart.
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SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Christ Church, 
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist  
SCO 13787

Fr Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH

Resumption of Public 
Mass at St Margaret’s: 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday: 10.30am

Saturday: 6.30pm
Sunday: 10am

Booking essential due to 
restricted capacity

To book, please contact 
Fr. Ronald by telephone 
or email. Name, address 

and contact details 
required for track and 

trace purposes. 
All Masses will continue 
to be Live Streamed via 
our YouTube channel. 

Full details on our 
website: www.lochgilp-

headcatholic.com and our 
Facebook Page. 

Mass remains suspended 
at All Saints, Inveraray 

for the time being. 
lochgilphead@

rcdai.org.uk 
Fr Ronald Campbell

01546 602380
(SCO002876)

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH
charity number SC001002

Although our buildings 
are closed 

we are still active.
Our website is full of 

information &
links to keep you 

informed & 
provide opportunities for 

worship on-line
Please look it up & keep 

in touch
www.northknapdale.org

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 30th August

Service at 10am
Rev Walter Ritchie

A very warm 
welcome awaits

Please wear face covering

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 30th August
Worship service

Covid 19 measures in 
place

If we can be of any 
assistance to anyone 

during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046

Major Ruth Russell
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 30th August
11.15am Worship Service 

Rev Rodger Crooks
Wednesday 2nd 

September
12 noon   

Prayer & Bible Study
Covid-19 Government 

guidelines apply 
to all meetings

All welcome
www.campbeltown

freechurch.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: 

SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

We invite you to join us 
for our weekly online 
service available from 

10:30 each Sunday 
morning,

on our Facebook page 
and website

Pastor Mark Jasper
01586 554 092

pastor@campbeltown-
communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322

ARDRISHAIG
AND SOUTH 
KNAPDALE
PARISHES

Sunday 30th August 
2020

“Ask … Seek … Knock”
(Matthew 7)

 There will be a Service 
in Achahoish at 11:00am 

Ardrishaig Church 
will re-open for Public 

Worship as from 1st 
September

(Government Covid 
Guidelines will be 

observed)
Refl ections will continue 

to be available at the 
gates of the churchesgates 

of the churches

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

I rejoiced with those who 
said to me, Let us go to 
the house of the Lord. 

Psalm 122 verse 1
Our building is open for 

Sunday services.
You would be 
welcome this 

Sunday,30th August at 
11am 

to join with us in our praise 
and worship.

MASKS are now required 
in churches, in line 

with current Scottish 
Government  Covid 19 

guidelines.
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.
com/springbankchurch
Contact phone number  
01586 551237 - Church 

Secretary
SC014646

ST KIERAN RC 
CHURCH

St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
stkieransrc.org

Public Mass will be 
celebrated on 

Wednesdays and 
Sundays at 10am.
Anyone wanting to 

attend a public Mass 
should register with 

Fr. Tony by telephone or 
email.

01586 552160 campbel-
town@rcdai.org.uk
Please give: Name, 

address, telephone no., 
and number from the 
household wishing to 
attend, and the date of 

the Mass.
Live streaming on 

Facebook will continue.
(SC002876)

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday morning Worship
10.00 am Highland Church 
Campbeltown SC002493

10.00am Saddell and 
Carradale Church 

SC002609
11.30 am Southend Church 

SC005484
COVID 19 Precautions 

apply
Ministers

Revd Steve Fulcher
Revd Chris Fulcher

01586830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

CHURCH NOTICES 
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All to play for 
in Tarbert club 
championship
� anks to the hard work of   
greenkeeper Graham Prentice 
assisted by John MacNab, 
Glenralloch was in fantastic 
condition for the opening two 
rounds of the Tarbert Golf 
Club championship, despite 
the unseasonal weather.

Twelve-time champion 
Archie Black set the bar with 
a fantastic 69 on Saturday 
August 22, including birdies 
at the second and third to take 
the clubhouse lead. Defending 
champion Iain Macalister was 
not for giving up his crown 
easily and also posted a 69, 
with birdies at the � rst and 
third helping his card. Club 
Captain Kenny MacFarlane 
moved into third place on 
72. � e same players also 
occupied pole positions in the 
nett trophy on 59, 63 and 63 
respectively.

Sunday saw Kenny move 
to the top of the leaderboard 
following his lowest-ever score 
around Glenralloch – his 68 
included four birdies. Second 
on the day was Bruce MacNab 
on 73 and John MacNab on 74.

An exciting weekend is in 
prospect, with both the cham-
pionship and nett trophies 
extremely close a� airs. 

� e senior championship 
and second round of the John 
Reid Quaich also take place 
over this weekend, August 29 
and 30.

� e presentation will take 
place around 3pm on Sunday 
a� ernoon when it is hoped a 
large turnout of members will 
be present.

Championship a� er 36 holes:
Kenny MacFarlane 140
Iain Macalister 144
Archie Black 144
Nett Trophy a� er 36 holes:
Kenny MacFarlane 122
Archie Black 124
Lewis Preston 127

Lochgilphead Bowling 
Club – with a twist

Roddy MacDonald presents 
the trophy to Ian Guy, 
winner of the gents’ singles 
on August 15. 

Jamie and Sylvia win Ardrishaig pairs

Ardrishaig Bowling Club members got together on 
Saturday August 15 to play the Willie Bruce Pairs 
competition. After a good afternoon of bowling in the 
hot sun, Jamie Lang and Sylvia Stark, above,  were the 
worthy winners.

� e annual Alf Branch Pairs 
was contested at Lochgilphead 
Bowling Club on Sunday 
August 23, but with a twist.

� e nine competed for the 
the title in the format of con-
sistency bowls.

Points were awarded for the 
� rst four bowls nearest the 
jack and, a� er some strong 
scoring throughout the day, a 
semi-� nal saw Scott Gargan 
and Hannah Johnson face 
Colin MacInnes and Roddy 
MacDonald.

A� er some competitive ends 
of bowling, Colin and Roddy 
secured the win by a slim mar-
gin, with the last bowl of the 
match thrown by Colin (‘Last 
Bowl MacInnes’ as he is now 
known). 

� ey faced the formidable 
duo of Archie MacVicar and 

Archie MacVicar and Donald Crawford, winners of the Alf 
Branch Pairs. 

Hannah Johnson receives her ladies’ singles trophy from 
club president Roddy MacDonald. 

Donald Crawford in the � nal. 
Amid some excellent play, it 
was Crawford and MacVicar 
who emerged victorious.

� ere has been plenty of 
bowling action throughout 
August, and on a lovely sunny 
Sunday August 9 eight pairs 
enter the annual Harvey’s 
competition.

In a slightly di� erent two-
league, round-robin format, 
the � nal pairings of Scott 
Gargan and Hannah Johnston 
faced Anne Moore and Mark 
Harkness in a six-end � nal.

For the second week in a row, 
the � nal went to an extra end 
to decide the winners, with 
new members Anne and Mark 
edging the victory.

August 15 saw the gents’ 
singles – an alternative to the 
club championship– played on 

a round-robin schedule.
Ian Guy topped the league 

followed closely by Donald 
Crawford and Scott Gargan, 
with a shot score required to 
decide the second � nalist.

A six-end � nal saw Ian edge 
out Donald by six shots to 
three.

� e ladies’ singles event was 
held on Sunday August 16, 
and it was returning member 
Hannah Johnson who – with 
� ve wins out of � ve – secured 
this title. A fun a� ernoon of 
bowling was had by all.


