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As coronavirus continues to 
spread in Scotland, stringent 
new curbs were introduced 
earlier this week on life across 
the country.

In a fast-moving crisis situ-
ation, questions remained as 
the Advertiser went to press 
about speci� c aspects of the 
overall lockdown – more on 
this on page three.

Many cafes, shops and other 
services across Argyll had 
already closed or announced 
their intention to suspend 
operation ahead of the an-
nouncement by First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon on the 
evening of Monday March 23.

� e extreme measures, 
which include a requirement 
to distance ourselves from 
others, are all part of a 
national e� ort to slow the 
spread of the virus so that the 
UK's health services can cope 
during the outbreak.

Ms Sturgeon called for an 
immediate stop to public 

Before the coronavirus crisis hit, Lochgilphead High School pupils gained valuable 
skills at Mid Argyll MS Centre in a fun and imaginative way as part of an innovative 
course being run for the � rst time in the region. More on this story on page 13. 
51_a10MScentreCourse10

Argyll comes to terms 
with life in lockdown

gatherings of more than 
two people in Scotland. All 
non-essential shops should 
now be closed as well as 
public spaces including 
libraries, communal parks 
and playgrounds, and places 
of worship. � e ban extends 
to ceremonial social events 
including weddings and 
christenings, with the excep-
tion of funerals which will 
be restricted to immediate 
family.

� e only permissible rea-
sons to leave your home are:
 To shop for basic ne-

cessities and that should be 
limited to once a day.
 To take exercise once a day 

– but alone or with your own 
household, not in groups.
 For medical reasons or to 

care for a vulnerable person.
 To travel to essential 

work if that cannot be done 
at home. Further guidance to 
employers is pending.

Police Scotland o�  cers 
applied 'so�  enforcement' 
of these measures prior to 
the Scottish Government 

taking legal powers from 
yesterday (� ursday March 
26). Ms Sturgeon said: ‘Let 
me be blunt: these stringent 
restrictions on our normal 
day to day lives are di�  cult 
and unprecedented but they 
are essential for the protec-
tion of all of us. What I am 
telling people across Scotland 
that they now must do to help 
us � ght this virus is stay at 
home.’

Following the announce-
ment, Argyll and Bute 
Council commented via 
Twitter this was ‘a very clear 
message from both the UK 
and Scottish governments 
tonight’.

Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell said: ‘� e 
rules and the need are very 
clear. � e consequences for 
ignoring the rules and deny-
ing the need are also very 
clear. Stay at home. Leave for 
exercise and essential supplies 
once a day maximum if you 
really have to. No gatherings. 
Only essential work that can-
not be done remotely.’

Pupils impress before coronavirus 

Knapdale Ward 
set for closure

Reasons to 
be cheerful

REMEMBER
to put your clocks
forward 1 hour
this weekend
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POLICE FILES
Drunk driver
At 6.15pm on Friday March 
20, on Bank Park, Lochgilp-
head, a man, aged 53, 
was arrested for allegedly 
driving a car while under the 
in� uence of alcohol. 

He subsequently provided 
a urine sample for analysis.

No MOT
Police stopped a vehicle 
on the A816 at Cairnbaan 
on Saturday March 21, at 
2.30pm. 
Checks revealed the 
vehicle’s MOT had expired. 
The 28-year-old male driver 
was charged and issued with 
a £100 � xed penalty.
 Anyone with informa-
tion in relation to the 
above, or to any incident, 
should contact their 
local police station on 
telephone number 101 or, 
anonymously, through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

� e initial stages of a waterway 
upgrade are under way, as Scottish 
Canals looks at replacing lock gates 
along ‘Scotland’s most beautiful 
shortcut’.

A Scottish Canals spokesperson 
said: ‘We are currently surveying 
lock gates on the east stretch of the 
Crinan Canal to enable the design 
and fabrication of gate replacements.’

Working at lock four in Ardrishaig 
on Tuesday March 17, divers from 
Marine and Civil Solutions prepared 
to inspect the current condition of 
the gates underwater, while engineers 
from ECS Engineering Services and 
principal contractors AmcoGi� en 
photographed and measured up the 
site and lock gates.

Scottish Canals added: ‘We are 
currently anticipating a full closure 
of the canal to allow the installation 
in our next programme of winter 
works, which will be at some point 
between November 2020 and March 
2021. Until we � nalise the 2020/21 
works programme, we are unable to 
determine exact dates for this.’

As stricter government guid-
lines are introduced, medical 
centres and pharmacies are 
implementing new protocols 
– including emergency care 
only for non-Argyll residents.

Lochgilphead Medical 
Centre and the surgery 
in Inveraray are o� ering 
telephone-only consultations 
unless a visit to the surgery 
is absolutely necessary, while 
Furnace surgery has closed 
for now.

Dr Andrew Strain said: ‘We 
would like to thank our pa-
tients for their consideration 
at this time and advise that 
all the advice on our practice 
website home page is relevant 
to patients in Lochgilphead 
and Inveraray and Furnace.

‘A new NHS24 service for 
c o r o n a v i r u s /C OV I D -19 
related illnesses started on 

Virus guidelines lead to 
health service changes

Monday March 23 and all 
patients with a new fever or 
cough or shortness of breath 
should call 111 in the � rst 
instance. If a face-to-face as-
sessment is required, NHS24 
will arrange this through 
the Coronavirus Assessment 
Centre based at Mid Argyll 
Community Hospital. � is 
service is equipped to ensure 
the safety of sta�  and patients 
in a way that is not possible in 
the Inveraray surgery build-
ing. If you have the symptoms 
above, please do not attend 
the surgery and please follow 
the advice given on the NHS 
Inform website.

‘At this time, we emphasise 
to individuals staying tem-
porarily in our practice area 
we will provide urgent and 
emergency care only. � ose 
normally resident in other 
areas are requested to contact 
their registered GP to arrange 
prescriptions or routine care.

‘Finally, due to heightened 
demand on practice sta�  at 
this exceptional time and 
to limit essential cleaning 
and maintenance required 
to maintain safety, we have 
taken the decision to close 
Furnace surgery for the fore-
seeable future. 

‘All patients will be asked 
to attend Inveraray surgery 
if required, though wherever 
possible we will attempt 
to manage problems over 
the telephone to limit the 
need for any face-to-face 

contact as per national public 
health guidance on social 
distancing.’

Meanwhile, Argyll Phar-
macy has put new policies 
in place to help it to remain 
open. Customers are asked 
to only order what they 
need when they need it and 
to phone ahead to check 
prescriptions are ready for 
collection before going to the 
pharmacy. To order your pre-
scriptions and for pharmacy 
advice, call 01546 603217.

Susan Paterson, owner of 

Argyll Pharmacy, said: ‘Our 
work practices are changing 
daily as we do our best to pro-
tect our sta�  and vulnerable 
patients. Community phar-
macies have a higher footfall 
than any other healthcare 
setting and right now we need 
to minimise this.

‘� is goes against every-
thing we believe is good 
customer service. However, 
we will be here to support 
you in the best way we can 
under these exceptional 
circumstances.’

Divers inspect the current state of the lock gates. 

Crinan Canal to be upgraded

Getting suited up. 
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Stay safe: Check weather conditions and hours of 
daylight as well as tide times before you go. www.explorecampbeltown.com

Davaar Island 
Safe Walking Times

Stay safe: Check weather conditions and hours of 

Morning Safe Walking TimesSafe Walking Times Afternoon Safe Walking TimesSafe Walking Times

Low Tide From Til Low Tide From Til

Sun, 1 Mar 2020 09:05 06:05 11:35

Mon, 2 Mar 2020 09:51 06:51 12:21

Tue, 3 Mar 2020 10:47 07:47 13:17

Wed, 4 Mar 2020 11:55 08:55 14:25

Thu, 5 Mar 2020 13:17 10:17 15:47

Fri, 6 Mar 2020 14:36 11:36 17:06

Sat, 7 Mar 2020 15:33 12:33 18:03

Sun, 8 Mar 2020 16:20 13:20 18:50

Mon, 9 Mar 2020 17:03 14:03 19:33

Tue, 10 Mar 2020 17:45 14:45 20:15

Wed, 11 Mar 2020 18:28 15:28 20:58

Thu, 12 Mar 2020

Fri, 13 Mar 2020 07:41 04:41 10:11

Sat, 14 Mar 2020 08:28 05:28 10:58

Sun, 15 Mar 2020 09:19 06:19 11:49

Mon, 16 Mar 2020 10:18 07:18 12:48

Tue, 17 Mar 2020 11:36 08:36 14:06

Wed, 18 Mar 2020 13:01 10:01 15:31

Thu, 19 Mar 2020 14:11 11:11 16:41

Fri, 20 Mar 2020 15:07 12:07 17:37

Sat, 21 Mar 2020 15:54 12:54 18:24

Sun, 22 Mar 2020 16:34 13:34 19:04

Mon, 23 Mar 2020 17:09 14:09 19:39

Tue, 24 Mar 2020 17:40 14:40 20:10

Wed, 25 Mar 2020 18:08 15:08 20:38

Thu, 26 Mar 2020 18:36 15:36 21:06

Fri, 27 Mar 2020 06:43 03:43 09:13 19:06 16:06 21:36

Sat, 28 Mar 2020 07:16 04:16 09:46

Sun, 29 Mar 2020 08:52 05:52 11:22

Mon, 30 Mar 2020 09:34 06:34 12:04

Tue, 31 Mar 2020 10:21 07:21 12:51
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� e only specialist inpatient 
dementia ward in the region 
is to be closed to patients – 
but only a� er a sustainable 
community care alternative is 
in place.

� e controversial move to 
close Knapdale Ward in Mid 
Argyll Hospital has been 
bitterly opposed by unions, 
nursing and medical sta� , 
patients’ relatives and coun-

Announced on Wednesday March 25, 
Scotland's seafood sector is to receive an initial 
package of more than £5 million in � nancial 
support during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak.

Funding will be o� ered to more than 650 
seafood � shing companies, many of whom 
have lost their livelihoods with the collapse 
of export and hospitality markets for Scottish 
delicacies like langoustine, prawns and crab.

An initial payment of 50 per cent of two 
months’ average earnings will be made to 
owners of all full-time Scottish registered 
� shing vessels of 12 metres length and under – 
the vast majority of which are in the creel and 
dive sectors, many of whom operate in remote 
and island communities. Support is also being 
developed for the onshore processing industry 
and others in the shell� sh growing sector 
which is being a� ected by the loss of trade and 
markets. 

Fisheries Secretary Fergus Ewing said: ‘� e 
economic impact of COVID-19 is global and 

is reaching into the heart of our fragile coastal 
communities. I have spent the past week 
listening to and liaising with our � shing in-
dustry  and there are many who have lost their 
livelihoods with little prospect of an early 
recovery. � e need for action is immediate.’

But other industries were still waiting for 
government help. In the tourism industry, 
like seafood another vital business sector 
in Argyll, Scottish Tourism Alliance chief 
executive o�  cer Marc Crothall was this week 
pressing for greater support for self-employed 
people as well as sta�  working in the sector.

And First Minister Nicola Sturgeon an-
nounced that unless construction projects are 
for ‘essential’ buildings such as hospitals, then 
sites should be closed. She added this may be 
reviewed if safe rules can be put in place but in 
the meantime they should shut as a precaution.

How is your business a� ected by the 
lockdown? Contact the Advertiser using the 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk email 
address.

cillors, among others, with 
health managers accused of 
failing to properly consult on 
the community care model.

Under the new plans, 
dementia patients requiring 
inpatient care will be placed 
within the Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde NHS area.

Consultation
Argyll and Bute Integration 

Joint Board (IJB), which over-
sees health and social care 
in the region, was presented 
with a report based on a 

‘Start of a process’ as board 
agrees to close Knapdale Ward

member asserted, is ‘just the 
start of a process’. More on 
this story on the Argyllshire 
Advertiser website and in 
next week’s edition.

recent public consultation. 
Prepared by Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP), the 
consultation report in front 
of board members concluded 
a majority of those consulted 
across Argyll approved the 
ward’s closure and a move 
towards enhanced commu-
nity care. All, that is, except 
Mid Argyll, which was not 
only opposed to the closure 
plan but critical of the deci-
sion-making process.

Opponents of the ward’s 
closure favour an alternative 
which would see an enhanced 
community care model in-
troduced, but with Knapdale 
Ward upgraded to include 
dementia inpatient beds, day 
care and respite facilities and 
a base for community care 
sta� .

Decision
At the IJB meeting on 

Wednesday March 25, the 
only dissenting voice among 
voting members was chair-
man Keiron Green, who 
voiced his opinion that the 
time for this kind of decision 
was not in the midst of the 
coronavirus public health 
emergency.

But his board colleagues 
agreed with the motion, 
proposed by Councillor Gary 
Mulvaney, that the HSCP 
should proceed with its plans, 
noting a steering group would 

guide the direction of the 
new model. � e closure of 
Knapdale Ward is expected 
to take a year or more to 
implement and, as one board 

Protesters make their views heard at the last IJB meeting 
on January 29. 51_a05KnapdaleWardProtest01

A Lochgilphead dementia 
ward earmarked for closure 
by health bosses is to be 
cleared of patients to make 
way for potential coronavirus 
COVID-19 cases.

� e move came a� er NHS 
Scotland instructed health 
boards and integration joint 
boards to reduce delayed 
discharges and increase bed 
capacity with immediate 
e� ect.

A spokesperson for NHS 
Highland said: ‘� is has 
been discussed at the Gold 
Command across the health 

board, which co-ordinates 
the response to COVID-19 
and supports the need for 
immediate capacity and to 
delay the spread of COVID-19 
among the population.

‘As a result, the Knapdale 
Ward within Mid Argyll 
hospital in Lochgilphead has 
been designated for potential 
COVID-19 patients. � is 
ward is currently a dementia 
assessment ward and the 
patients who are being cared 
for within Knapdale will be 
provided with alternative 
care arrangements. � is deci-

sion has been taken in light of 
the demand for bed capacity 
as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic and we have been 
working with the families of 
the patients about the change 
to their care arrangements.’

In due course, Knapdale 
Ward, opened with the new 
hospital just 14 years ago, is 
to be closed as part of a move 
to enhanced dementia care 
in the community a� er a 
decision by Argyll and Bute 
Integration Joint Board at 
a meeting on Wednesday 
March 25.

Dementia patients to be 
moved for coronavirus beds

Support for seafood sector, but 
what about other industries?
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In these uncertain times it 
is important to focus from 
time to time on the more 
positive and light-hearted 
sides of life.

We asked our readers for 
their reasons to be cheerful 

amid the ongoing corona-
virus crisis. Many thanks to 
everyone who replied.

Sophia Milton got in touch  
to say: ‘What makes me 
happy is seeing my daughter 
[below] checking on the 

Reasons to be cheerful

Send us your reasons to be cheerful 
in the current lockdown. Email your 
reasons with any photographs to 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

In Tarbert, the Loch Fyne 
Gallery gift shop has 
appealed to anyone busy 
with home schooling and 
looking for a project to 
make a poster which will 
be displayed in the gallery 
window.

Sarah Weir from the gallery 
says it could be something 
speci� c about how to follow 
social distancing advice. 

But it could also be a cheery 
message to anyone getting 
some fresh air – at a safe 
distance of course.

Posters
Would-be artists can push 

their posters – up to size A3 
– under the big blue doors 

Tarbert – the � rst 
CovidArt village?

at the Gallery in Harbour 
Street, bearing in mind the 
current movement rules.

Sarah suggests if it proves 
popular it is something 
that could be extended 
throughout the village – the 
� rst CovidArt village?

new-born lambs. It lets her 
see new life entering the 
world.’

John Williamson Shank, 
who is also happy to have 
started his own business, 
said: ‘A happy story is me 
and my wife are expecting 
our tenth baby very soon 
just after Christmas.’

Alka Foster told the 
Advertiser: ‘I am cheerful as 
my daughter, who is with 
Project Trust and volunteer-
ing in India, has managed 
to come home. Thanks to 
everyone concerned: Project 
Trust, which is based on 
Coll, airport sta�  and the 
kindness shown in India 
from the citizens and various 
authorities who helped my 
daughter get home safely 
just in time for Mother’s Day. 
The best present.’

Minard’s Lesley Goodwin 
and Martine Craig from 
Campbeltown have come up 
with a bright idea to cheer 
people up – dig out those 
Christmas lights and switch 
them on every night, above 
right.
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Press policy

Argyll is not a bolthole
Like so many residents of Islay and Jura, I was 
shocked to read that the Daily Mail has pub-
lished an article siting areas that are the ‘best 
boltholes’ for escape from the coronavirus. 
Included in this is the lsle of Jura.

� is is as shockingly reckless as it is o� ensive.
� e Isle of Jura is not a ‘bolthole’, as the Daily 

Mail has chosen to state, but a very beautiful 
island steeped in culture and rich history.

On both Jura and Islay we, like so many 
rural areas, are struggling to deal with all 
of the challenges related to the coronavirus 
outbreak. Our local health services have very 
limited resources as it is, alongside a popula-
tion that has many elderly residents who are 
more at risk of the virus.

We have seen a local uptake in people 
travelling to Islay in campervans and this is 
happening at a time when the UK government 
is advising against non-essential travel.

� ose who are choosing to travel to Islay, Jura 
and the many other islands in Argyll and Bute 
in order to avoid the coronavirus may end up 
inadvertently spreading it to islands who are 
(so far as we know) not as much a� ected in the 
same way as so many built-up urban areas are. 
Such actions are as reckless as they are sel� sh 
and I would implore people who do not need 
to travel to our rural constituency to avoid do-
ing so until this global pandemic has passed.

Jura, Islay and the rest of Argyll are some of 
the most beautiful places you will ever visit 
and you won’t � nd an area where the people 
are more hospitable and friendly but while this 
crisis is ongoing I would ask everyone who is 

not currently living here to avoid travelling 
here for the time being.

I would also hope that the Daily Mail will 
retract its article advising people to travel 
here and to issue an apology to the people of 
Jura for referring to their island as a ‘bolthole’ 
and also apologise to the wider Argyll area 
including Islay for any potential health risks 
they may have inadvertently created with the 
reckless travel advise for those who wish to 
avoid the coronavirus.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Kintyre and Islands ward.

An open letter to the 
Scottish public
During this time of unprecedented uncer-
tainty, we are all concerned about the safety 
and wellbeing of our families, friends and 
colleagues.

Our hearts go out to those who have 
been a� ected personally by the outbreak 
of coronavirus (COVID-19), as well as the 
many communities around the world that 
are facing extreme measures in an attempt to 
slow its spread.

We appreciate and are mindful of the 
challenges individuals are currently facing 
as well as the impact this pandemic has had 
on our vital emergency services as well as 
the grocery retail sector, supply chain and 
producers.

Like our retail partners, we want to take 
this opportunity to assure you that Scottish 
farmers, auctioneers, hauliers, processors 

and butchers are doing everything they can 
to maintain the ongoing availability of fresh, 
locally sourced Scotch Beef PGI, Scotch Lamb 
PGI and Specially Selected Pork.

We would like to thank all those who work 
in the Scottish red meat industry and their 
families for their ongoing and unwavering 
e� orts to keep our supermarket shelves and 
butcher shops stocked, fuelling Scotland with 
top-quality red meat during this challenging 
time.

As bodies supporting the Scottish agricul-
tural and red meat industry, we are constant-
ly reviewing the developing situation and are 
doing all we can to support everyone involved 
in putting nutritious food on your plates.
Alan Clarke, chief executive, Quality Meat 
Scotland (QMS); 
Martin Morgan, executive manager, 
Scottish Association of Meat Wholesalers; 
Duncan Todd, secretary, Scottish Beef 
Association; 
Jen Craig, president, National Sheep 
Association Scotland; 
Penny Montgomerie, chief executive, 
Scottish Association of Young Farmers 
Clubs;  and Gordon King, executive 
manager, Scottish Cra�  Butchers.

The answer lies in the soil
What on earth is going on? It was banal 
enough when Ben Goldsmith – English 
� nancier and environmentalist – tweeted 
that ‘overgrazing’ by upland sheep farmers, 
was responsible for the devastating � oods 

Stay indoors
� ere can only be one subject for this 
week's leader column.

� e impact of coronavirus is being felt 
far beyond those who have contracted the 
virus. 

� e COVID-19 emergency has led to 
governments taking drastic action.

But stories last weekend about people 
travelling to Argyll and the rest of the 
west Highlands to ‘escape’ the virus 
have been beyond belief. Hillwalkers 
squeezed in close proximity in car parks; 
sailors arriving in west coast harbours; 
campervans visiting in big numbers 
from the south, and second and holiday 
home-owners deciding to come from 
cities. All these actions are thoughtless 
at best and potentially lethal in their 
sel� shness at worst.

But before we get too self-righteous, 
have you noticed your shops or streets 
surprisingly busy since Monday?

� e advice is simple and straightfor-
ward. Stay indoors unless it is absolutely 
essential – going for a picnic or walking 
the hills is not essential – to go out.

To do otherwise, whether young or old, 
is unacceptable.

As for visitors from other areas – haste 
ye back, but only when it is safe and res-
ponsible to return.

Don't worry, we’ll get round to Knapdale 
Ward in next week’s edition...
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in South Wales, rather than record-breaking 
torrential rainfall.

Unbelievably, we now have a government 
o�  cial, Dr Tim Leunig, suggesting the whole 
of the UK does not need farming, and his 
comparison of the UK to Singapore in this 
context is absolutely ludicrous. 

You truly have to wonder if there is some-
thing in the water that he is drinking – could 
it be � ood contamination?

Surely, every person having a full and 
functioning set of neurons and synapses, the 
complete opposite is the truth, as we dearly 
need our hard-working farming community.

� e UK Government should be fully sup-
porting the farming industry and indeed, 
good land management. 

� e Welsh Assembly has totally lost its way 
with its mindless policy of devastating Welsh 
forests with thousands and thousands – an 
understatement – of trees being felled for wind 
farms, and compounding the felony by cover-
ing acres of land with very limited electricity 
generating solar parks. 

Wales is not the Sahara and the sun disap-
pears at night! Solar panels will generate about 
12 per cent of their maximum capacity in the 
UK.

Returning to farming, perhaps some kind 
person should tell Dr Tim Leunig that the 
answer lies in the soil and then lead him to a 
darkened and quiet room so he can lie down 
and contemplate the truth – wise men recog-
nise that truth is the daughter of time, not of 
authority.

Dave Haskell, Cardigan.

Reader Aileen Gillies of Lochgilphead sent us this striking photograph, following a beautifully sunny day 
in Mid Argyll. Out and about on Friday March 20 Aileen captured this golden sunset over towards Crinan 
and Duntrune.

Send your favourite photographs for publication to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Please call 01586 554270 for more details
Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide 
delivery 
service

We now have a 
depot in Linwood 

which can 
receive goods

If you order online 
and they don’t 
deliver to your 

address give us a call

We can collect 
from our Linwood 

address at 
favourable rates
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The voyages of the Fulmar - part 10
The serialisation of a log book from the yacht Fulmar, recording her 1956 voyages 
and the adventures of her crew. The Fulmar, a 41ft ga�  cutter built in 1901, was 
owned by Commander Ralph G Mowat, RN (Rtd).  The yacht won her class in the 
1956 Tobermory Race from Bute to Tobermory, via the Crinan Canal, before set-
ting o�  on a cruise from Crinan up the west coast, around Mull and back home.
Crew of the Fulmar and their nicknames: RG Mowat, ‘Skipper’; Mary R Mowat, ‘Mate’; G 
Paterson, ‘Pilot’; S Stanger, ‘Doctor’; JM Mowat, ‘Bosun’; Chris Paterson, ‘Tanky’; Robin 
G Mowat, ‘Tar’; Shena R Mowat, ‘Purser’ and dachshund Ruddiger von Stoer, ‘Major of 
Marines’.

Friday August 3
What a night! All of us were 
agreed that never had we ex-
perienced anywhere a worse 
one and we were glad we had 
been in Loch Aline on Sunday 
night not in Tobermory as 
intended as, from what we 
heard, that night had been 
similar but twice as bad.

It was a wild night lashing 
with rain and a big swell was 
rolling in from the north-east 
causing us to pitch and roll 
horribly. Everything banged 
and rattled and the ropes, 
despite their lashings, slapped 
on the mast, the chain tugged 
continuously on the bobstay, 
and there was one most 
annoying thump that kept 
everyone awake (except of 
course the Bosun and Tar 

who could sleep happily on 
even if the ship blew up).

We could not trace its origin 
until in desperation the Pilot 
donned oilskins, sou’wester 
and seaboots, and went on 
deck and found it was the 
tiller end bumping on the 
bulwarks. � e Pilot had a very 
justi� able grouse about this 
as he had suggested lashing 
the tiller, but the Skipper had 
said that he did not think it 
necessary and that we would 
lie easier if it was allowed to 
go free.

About six we heard 
Murdoch in Venture hailing 
us and the Skipper and Pilot 
hurried on deck. � e yachts 
in the harbour were all lying 
higgledy-piggledy owing to 
the swell, to there being little 
or no wind, to the strong sur-

face current from the swollen 
river, and to it being about the 
turn of the tide.

Venture and Fulmar were 
lying stern to stern and what 
had aroused Murdoch was 
that the Venture had got her 
mizzen boom over our main 
boom and as we pitched we 
had li� ed it up crutch and 
all – how nothing was broken 
was a miracle. She had then 
swung round and her now 
free boom had knocked 
the cap o�  our jackstay. As 
the Skipper came on deck 
Venture again surged towards 
us and started pitching and 
her counter came down with 
a terri� c slam not six inches 
from our bulwarks. We put 
our helm over and swung 
clear.

Murdoch and Barclay were The Fulmar. 51_a06Fulmar04_AnchorCrinan

Accredited Installer  • Scottish Water Approved Contractor  • SEPA & CHAS Registered

CALL: 01546 603989
info@mbcargyll.com   •   mbcargyll.com

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
Do you need your tank checked? Need an

installation quote? We’re here to help.

IC TATAT NK SERVRVR

In Association
with 

Turley Bros.
Concrete Tanks
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The voyages of the Fulmar - part 10

‘Tanky on the main hatch’. 51_a13Fulmar01_Tanky

both in their dog-house and 
the Pilot and Skipper stayed 
in ours until the new tide took 
charge and the boats began 
to swing in normal fashion 
and all were able to retire 
once more to their bunks. 
Luckily, the rain had cleared 
o� shortly before this episode 
took place.

At a quarter to eight we 

had a lot of water in it and 
owing to the rolling it was 
impossible to get into it and 
balance on the thwarts till it 
was baled so the Skipper got 
his feet thoroughly soaked – 
the simple remedy of wearing 
seaboots had never occurred 
to him. Again the rolls were 
sold out and again he had to 
take porter biscuits.

On board, the Pilot lit the 
�re then started in to get our 
breakfast of bacon and egg. 
A�er our meal the sky cleared 
and it became a beautiful 
sunny day, and everything we 
had was up on deck drying 
o� or airing. �e owner of 
Rose came alongside and for 
a good time tried to get us 
to persuade him to go north 
against his better judgement, 
but when we heard he had 
the lady member of his crew 
of three sick in her bunk our 
advice was that he go south 
and that immediately and 
reluctantly he was forced to 
agree and half an hour later 
he sailed. Hervor also went 
out about the same time and 
she turned north and we were 
to meet her later in Iona.

heard the usual poor forecast 
but for the �rst time since the 
cruise began there was not a 
gale warning for any area. �e 
glass had risen well during 
the night. What wind there 
was was from the north-west.

�e Skipper went ashore for 
the milk and rolls. �e dinghy 

Murdoch and Barclay 
were in their dog-
house and Pilot and 
Skipper stayed in ours 
until the new tide 
took charge and the 
boats began to swing 
in normal fashion 



No one will be left 
without supplies…
provided you 
shop responsibly. 

If we all do the right thing, we can provide 
for everyone. Only buy what you need.
readyscotland.org

shop responsibly. 
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WHAT’S ON IN MID ARGYLL

ENtErtaiNmENt
LEiSUrE &

Kindness and 
coronavirus...
This week our regular artistic contributor 
Ann Thomas has her cartoon family 
socially-distancing in the ongoing 
coronavirus crisis.

It is, of course, particularly important to 
show kindness in these trying times. But 
for some reason our family is being extra 
thoughtful towards gran...

Stay safe and look after each other.
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Science matters
DOROTHY H CRAWFORD

William Mompesson 
convinced the villagers to 
isolate. Photo: Museums She�  eld. 

Eyam in isolation
As a retired virologist and 
a science writer, perhaps I 
should write a column about 
the current coronavirus 
pandemic. But in my opinion 
there is quite enough in the 
press already, with media 
hype causing panic buying 
and � outing of government-
imposed precautions desig-
ned to prevent virus spread.

Many of us are currently 
self-isolating in our own 
homes, either to prevent 
catching COVID-19 or, as 
case contacts, to prevent 
spreading the virus to others. 
� e concept of individuals, 
towns, cities and even whole 
states being under lockdown 
sounds positively medieval 
and was probably unthink-
able to most of us just a few 
months ago.

In fact, quarantine (from 
the Italian quaranta giorni 
meaning 40 days) was � rst 
introduced during the Black 

Death in the 14th century. 
And here is an interesting ex-
ample of self-imposed quar-
antine that took place in the 
village of Eyam (pronounced 
Eem), Derbyshire, which 
was struck by the plague in 
September 1665.

� e plague, caused by the 
bacterium Yersinia pestis and 
spread by rat � eas, is thought 
to have arrived in Eyam in 
a box of cloth carried by an 
itinerant tailor from London 
where the disease was raging. 

� e tailor was the � rst 
victim of an epidemic that 
spread throughout the 
village. And although it 
virtually disappeared in the 
winter it reappeared with 
greater ferocity in spring 1666 
and raged on until December.

In May 1666, the village 
rector, William Mompesson, 
persuaded his parishioners 
to isolate the village from the 
outside world. By allowing 

no-one to enter or leave he 
hoped to contain the plague, 
so preventing its spread to 
surrounding villages. So 
while grateful neighbours le�  
food and medical supplies at 
boundary stones positioned 
around Eyam, the altruistic 
villagers watched and waited, 
helpless as the ghastly disease 
decimated their community. 
And although the strategy 
was apparently successful in 
protecting surrounding vil-
lages, the eventual death toll 
in Eyam was 259, including 
the rector’s wife, out of the 
350 villagers. � e rector kept 
meticulous notes of events 
so that the whole sad episode 
could be reconstructed in 
today’s fascinating History 
Trail through the village.
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Back in the mists of time 
before coronavirus shut down 
schools – early March to be 
precise – senior Lochgilphead 
High School pupils were com-
pleting a ground-breaking 
course at the MS Centre.

As part of a Skills for 
Work health sector course, 
sixth-year pupils visited the 
Lochgilphead centre, but this 
was no out-of-school jolly. 
On top of training, the young 
people went through an ap-
plication and mock interview 
process to become volunteers 
at the MS Centre Mid Argyll.

It was all part of a pioneer-
ing course entitled Digesting 
Science, teaching them about 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS).

� e project was run for 
the � rst time as a three-way 
partnership between Argyll 
College, Lochgilphead High 
School and the MS Centre 
Mid Argyll.

Digesting Science was de-
signed by Barts MS Research 
team at Queen Mary 
University of London to teach 

children about a parent’s 
MS in an ingenious, fun and 
hands-on way.

� e young Lochgilphead 
students learned the science 
behind MS to increase their 
understanding of the more 
invisible aspects of the 
condition.

Treatments were also ex-
plained, as was the in� uence 
of vitamin D on the condition. 
Symptoms

� ere was the opportunity 
to discover more about the 
science behind why MS 
symptoms occur and experi-
ence what symptoms actually 
feel like.

Four pupils – Luke 
Mulholland, Amy Owen, Lily 
Young and Yasmine Bowden 
– attended the centre each 
Monday since November last 
year.

A� er passing their inter-
views with � ying colours, 
they were trained by Argyll 
College tutor Linda Brown 
using practical methods 
to demonstrate the science 

behind, and physical impact 
of, MS on the body.

Armed with their newly- 
gained knowledge, the quar-
tet then o� ered training to 
members of the Brain Fog MS 
peer support group.

Amy Owen said: ‘� is has 
given us the chance to talk to 
folk with MS and to � nd out 
what it’s like for them. 

‘We learn about it at college 
but here we can talk to people 
about their own experiences.’

Linda Brown explained: ‘It 
brings the world of work into 
the classroom and essentially 
they are volunteers within the 
centre. 

‘� ese students are a credit 
to Lochgilphead.’

MS Centre manager Karen 
McCurry added: ‘I’m so 
proud of these young people 
and want everyone to know 
how well they have done.’

� e Digesting Science course 
was funded by Argyll and 
Bute Health and Wellbeing 
Network and Islay Energy 
Community Bene� t Fund.

Pioneering pupils ‘a 
credit’ to Lochgilphead

Above: Having a go at the 
vitamin D game, from left, 
MS Centre outreach worker 
Claire Cameron, Linda 
Brown of Argyll College, 
MS Centre volunteer Morag 
MacDonald and students 
Yasmine Bowden and Amy 
Owen. 51_a10MScentreCourse09

Amy demonstrates a DIY brain and specs aimed at 
showing how multiple sclerosis can a� ect vision. 
51_a10MScentreCourse08

Natalie MacEachern 
tries on sponge shoes, 
designed to mimic the 
impact of MS on mobility. 
51_a10MScentreCourse02

Who cares for you?

SJP11498i V1 (11/19)

As a medical professional, you’ve built a rewarding and successful career caring  
for others, but who’s there to look after your wealth and financial wellbeing?  

Let us ease that burden for you.

 We offer a local, friendly service backed by the strength and security of 
FTSE 100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth Management. With an  
in-depth understanding of the NHS Pension Scheme, we are perfectly 
placed to offer you trusted, tailor-made advice appropriate to 
both your occupational status and personal aspirations. 

Contact us today to see how we can help you.

SJP11498i V1 A5 Landscape Advert_Medical.indd   1 30/11/2019   10:12
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CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or condition we 
can make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, engine problems, 

farm used, accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant decision, same day payment.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, Landrover Toyota, Nissan 
etc... We also buy MOT failures and accident 

damage vehicles. Anything considered.

WANTED

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
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Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free collection all types of of 4x4 

vehicles double cab and single cabs pickups shogun landrover 
defenders Isuzu Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux discovery any 

vehicle considered old or new any condition running or not high miles 
rotten chassis over heating top price paid without any hassle we also 
buy motorhomes touring caravans and commercial vans and trucks.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel. 

Tel: 07546 788945

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

T: 07885 203020 or E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  
We also buy water damaged or in need of repair. 

Also all types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

T: 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, Toyota, Mitsubishi, 
Kia, Ford etcand all 4 x 4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT 

failures, High Mileage. etc considered. Best prices paid. Will collect.

WANTED

Tel: 07759054754

Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  
high mileage also considered, up to £10,000.  Mercedes, 

BMW and Audi, other models also considered.

CARS WANTED

Tel 01852 500276  6pm-9pm

Nov 2009, MoT Nov, 109660 miles
Tow hitch
£6,000

MITSUBISHI L200 DOUBLE CAB PICKUP

Tel 07836 500403

Bike needing some work, 
restored or repaired would be ideal, 
any age, size, condition considered.

MOTORCYCLE WANTED  

Tel 07799 692072

950 TRANS 4X4 DIESEL 2/4WD WITH POWER 
STEERING. FULLY SERVICED WITH NEW TYRES. TOW 
HITCH 8,573 MILES. £5,750 + VAT

KAWASAKI MULE 4010

£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST 
CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO 
GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE

Tel: 01631 568000
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Visit hijobs.net IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENT
Established 1977

Editor
Industry leading magazine and website

Edinburgh or Oban office

Competitive Salary + Benefits

MEDIA SALES

Fish Farmer magazine has been part of the aquaculture 
scene for over 40 years and is known and respected in 

Europe and across the world. 

Our success lies in understanding our market and delivering 
quality editorial and a strong commercial presence. 

We are seeking to recruit for a media sales role. 
So if you are a motivated sales professional then we would 

like to hear from you. 

You will be selling online and print advertising in Fish Farmer 
as well as attending trade shows in the UK and abroad. 

Key skills include excellent time and territory management, 
plus the ability to work well under pressure and deliver a 

consistent sales performance to tight deadlines. 

Experience in media sales and/or an understanding of the 
aquaculture industry would be advantageous as would an 

equivalent background in B2B sales. 

The position is based in our Edinburgh or Oban office.

To apply please email a copy of your CV, present salary and a 
covering letter to Brian Cameron at 

recruitment@fishfarmermagazine.com

Edinburgh or Oban

Magazine

£ GENEROUS
BASIC + ENHANCED

PENSION+ BONUS£

As Editor you will be responsible for managing the day to day production 
of the print title “Fish Farmer” as well as sourcing and contributing news 
to the website and associated social media. Industry experience or B2B 
experience would be preferred, but not essential - you may be a talented 

journalist or editor looking to move into a B2B role.

The applicant will be commercially minded, and close liaison with the 
sales team will be required.

The role involves writing and commissioning articles, working closely 
with freelancers, contributors, trade bodies and an editorial advisory 
board to implement ideas and recognise commercial opportunities 

across a variety of platforms.

There will be a degree of international and UK travel 
and attendance at trade events.

Driving licence essential.

Apply with CV, covering letter and current salary to:
jobs@fishfarmer.com

Ormsary Farmers
General Farm Worker

A vacancy has arisen for General Farm worker, 
preferably you will have experience in cattle 
and sheep husbandry, as well as general farm 
and machinery work.

The successful candidate will be self-
motivated and will be required to work in a 
small team with a flexible hands-on approach 
to stock farming and general tractor work.

 If you wish to discuss the role or apply, 
please send a CV to James Peterson, 
Ormsary Estate Office, Lochgilphead, Argyll 
PA31 8PE or email enquiries@ormsary.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council

Councillor Jim Lynch (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor Lynch will be holding surgeries during the month of 
APRIL 2020 as follows:
DATE VENUE TIME
Friday 10th April Municipal Buildings, Albany 

Street, Oban 
2.00pm - 4.00pm

Tuesday 21st April Soroba Community Centre, 
8A Scalpay Terrace, Soroba

6.00pm - 8.00pm

He can be contacted by email – Jim.Lynch@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 567893

Councillor Sir Jamie McGrigor  
(E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Sir McGrigor will be holding a surgery on Friday 
24th April 2020 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban 
from 10.00am - 12 Noon.
He can be contacted by email – Jamie.McGrigor@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 567853

Councillor Kieron Green (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Tuesday 7th April 
2020 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 
10.00am - 12 noon.
He can be contacted by email – Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 562 444

Councillor Elaine Robertson (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Robertson will be holding a surgery on Friday  
24th April 2020 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban 
from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
Councillor Robertson can also be contacted by email –  
Elaine.Robertson@argyll-bute.gov.uk

The Cour Windfarm Community Benefit Fund has 
been established to support community groups, social 
enterprises and charitable organisations in the community 
council areas of East Kintyre, West Kintyre and Tarbert & 
Skipness.
The second funding round is now open for applications 
until the 30th April 2020.
Details of the application process and fund criteria can be 
found at 
https://ferncommunityfunds.com/cour-community-fund/
If you wish any further information about the fund please 
get in contact via contactus@ferncommunityfunds.com 
or call 07871 785583
or by mail to: Fern Community Funds PO BOX 6653 
Blairgowrie PH10 9AU

CANCELLED
THE MACHRIHANISH GOLF CLUB

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of The 

Machrihanish Golf that was due to take 
place on Friday 3rd April in the Argyll Arms 

Hotel, Campbeltown at 7.30pm 

Club has been cancelled.

A Martin, Secretary

Holiday Cottage business to let
5 profitable holiday cottages in stunning 

locations on the Isle of Gigha. 
Available from Summer 2020. 

To find out more, please 
visit www.gigha.org.uk or 

email shona@gigha.org.uk
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GARDEN SERVICES PEST CONTROL

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN CAMPBELTOWN COURIER & ARGYLLSHIRE ADVERTISER:

Call 01586 554646 / 01546 602345 Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@campbeltowncourier.co.uk 
or adverts@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
Please give your name, address, postcode & phone number.

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

DIGITAL PRINTING SERVICES

PERSONAL NOTICES

TICK REPELLANT

Tick Attack!
Infected ticks spread Limes disease which 

can cause arthritis and heart problems, can 
a� ect the nervous systems, eyes, kidneys 
and liver and can be life threatening.   A 

well tested organic personal tick repellent 
is now available for only £7 each. Send a 

stamped address envelope to Ian M Smith, 
Nontix, 6 Gallanach, Lochgair PA31 8SD.

www.nontix.co.uk

Happy 50th 
Birthday 

Grant McDougall, 
Tarbert

Lots of love
Mum, Morna and 

kids xxxxx

Congratulations to our 
Granny Meg and Grandpa Mac 

on your 
Golden Wedding Anniversary

 Love from your granddaughters, 
Izzy, Georgia, Mattie, Madison, 

Grace & Olivia xxx



Organisations representing thou-
sands of professionals across 
the surveying, architectural and 
planning specialisms have writ-
ten to the Prime Minister to offer 
their help in fighting back against 
the growing coronavirus epidem-
ic.

Led by the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), 
both the Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA) and the Royal 
Town Planning Institute (RIBA) 
have signed a letter to the gov-
ernment also calling on ministers 
to extend emergency measures to 
include property professionals as 
businesses strain to deal with the 
impact of the virus.

With RICS members represent-
ing hundreds of clients across the 
built environment, many with 
vacant rooms and buildings, 
the move could see hundreds 
of empty hotel rooms, flats or 
commercial space repurposed to 
temporarily house key workers 
such has NHS staff so they can 
be located closer to hospitals and 
workplaces.

The letter also makes clear that 
the property sector, a key part of 
the British economy, is straining 
under the pressure of the coro-
navirus – with effects not seen 
since the financial crash in 2008. 
To help firms cope in these tough 
times, the letter asks the Prime 
Minister to act now to ensure 
thousands of surveyors, archi-
tects and planners can continue 
to work, including:
•  Seeking the introduction of 

emergency loan funding for 
all firms in the build environ-
ment sector.

•  ‘Fiscal support’ to aid in con-
sultancy firms to invest in 
work from home technology, 
allowing people to stay at 
home and reduce the burden 
on transport services.

•  Support for lost wages of em-
ployees now on reduced time 
or who face being made tem-
porarily redundant.

Matthew Howell (RICS UK 
Managing Director) said: 
‘Whether you’re a chartered 

surveyor, architect or town plan-
ner, the growing coronavirus 
pandemic is one of the biggest 
threats to the property industry 

since the financial crash, and we 
need serious action now to pre-
vent job losses and businesses 
shutting down.

‘RICS has been supporting 
its members, including keeping 
them updated on the changing 
advice from government, but 
we are hearing more support is 
needed. That’s why we’re join-
ing with RTPI and RIBA to call 
on the Prime Minister to open up 
a range of emergency measures 
to help property professionals 
deal with the effects of this virus, 
including support for firms to al-
low staff to work from home and 
wage relief for individuals on re-
duced hours or facing temporary 
redundancy.

‘We also stand ready as a pro-
fession to do our part to aid the 
UK in getting through this to-
gether. Our professionals and 
firms working across the built 
environment sector have access 
to a wide range of buildings that 
could be utilised by the NHS or 
other key workers for various 
purposes. We would be keen to 

meet with government to discuss 
this and ensure the space and any 
vacant beds are put to good use.”

Alan Vallance (RIBA CEO) 
said: ‘This is a critical time for 
the built environment. 

‘Without financial measures to 
help preserve cash flow and clar-
ity on how the planning system 
and development control systems 
will continue to operate, our sec-
tor remains at risk. We also need 
assurance that the government 
will do everything it can to make 
sure construction projects are 
able to progress safely.

‘We appreciate the close en-
gagement with civil servants and 
ministers to ensure the voice of 
the built environment is heard 
and that the right actions are tak-
en.’

Victoria Hills (CEO at RTPI) 
said:  ‘Town planners stand 
ready with all built environment 
professionals to do what we can 
to help mitigate this pandemic, 
and help our country get back to 
social normality and economic 
productivity afterwards.’
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West Coast PROPERTY
Property industry to provide 
buildings for key workers

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
23 Dell Road, Campbeltown

·  These commercial centrally located 
premises are available for sale. The seller 
believes that the property could be granted 
a change of use for residential development.

·  The property lies within the Campbeltown 
Conservation Area.

·  Alternatively the property could continue to 
be used for commercial purposes.

·  Immediate entry is available.
·  Current rateable value: £2250.
·  Utilities: Mains water, sewage and electricity.

Offers in the 
region of £70,000
All enquiries to Mactaggart 

Property 01586 552317
mail@mactaggart-property.co.uk
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000 or 
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Sponsored by 
NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. 
Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 
for your 
insurance needs

‘We want to keep all those 
shelves stocked,’ say NFUS
Scotland’s farmers and crofters will play 
part in nation’s response to coronavirus

Andrew McCornick, presi-
dent of the National Farmers’ 
Union Scotland (NFUS), has 
issued a statement on behalf 
of the country’s farmers and 
cro� ers on the role they will 
play in helping to feed the 
nation.

‘Scotland’s farmers and 
cro� ers will strive to ensure 
Scottish plates and glasses 
remain full of fresh, tasty 
food and drink throughout 
this crisis,’ he said.

‘We thank the Scottish 
public for their continued 

Andrew McCornick, 
NFUS president. 

support and reassure them 
that NFUS will play a full part 
in the nation’s response.

‘� ese are unprecedented 
times and the sight of empty 
shelves in some stores, both 
large and small, clearly 
illustrates the uncertainty 
and worry that many in our 
society are facing.

‘We want to keep those 
shelves stocked. Farmers 
and cro� ers, and the wider 
food and drink sector across 
Scotland, will deliver on 
food security and will work 

tirelessly to maintain all nec-
essary supply chains to keep 
shelves full. Discussions with 
the Scottish Government and 
other key stakeholders are 
already drilling down on key 
areas.

‘� e ability to get crucial 
supplies like animal feed, 
fuel, fertiliser and seed onto 
farms; the need for livestock, 
milk, eggs, cereals, veg to get 

to market; keeping livestock 
markets, abattoirs and food 
manufacturing sites open and 
working; getting those goods 
processed and delivered 
onto a shelf, whether it be a 
farm shop, a local store or a 
supermarket.

‘Local businesses, both on 
farm and in the villages and 
towns, will undoubtedly 
value consumers’ support at 
this time.

‘Huge problems around 
labour are looming large, 
particularly for our so�  fruit 
and vegetable growers with 
novel ways of seeking sta�  
for farms being considered. 
� ose who have lost their jobs 
or are on unpaid leave in the 
hospitality sector are being 
sought to allow planting and 

harvesting to be undertaken.
‘In times of crisis, Scottish 

farmers and cro� ers have 
always proved themselves 
to be innovative, adaptable 
and resilient.  � is time is no 
di� erent. � e way we will play 
our part in keeping food and 
drink � owing has changed 
in this current crisis, and we 
have the systems in place.

‘We have already taken the 
responsible decision that 
NFUS head o�  ce sta�  will 
work from home and any 
meetings or gatherings are 
suspended so all the work will 
be getting done in a di� erent 
way.

‘Modern technology now 
gives all our professional sta�  
the ability to work e� ectively 
using teleconferencing, video 

conferencing, email, social 
media, mobile phones, lap-
tops and more, meaning daily 
contact with government, 
key industry stakeholders, 
internal contacts and our 
members is as seamless as 
possible.

‘With di�  cult decisions 
being made on an hourly 
basis, technology provides us 
with the platforms to remain 
fully informed and engaged 
on all the key issues that are 
currently being discussed 
with urgency and at the high-
est level.

‘� e technology and 
goodwill exists to make this 
work, and the desire is there 
from everyone at NFUS to be 
pushing on, ensuring the best 
support and representation of 
the industry at all levels on all 
issues continues unabated.

‘We also urge our commu-
nity to look out for one an-
other at this time, especially 
those who may be vulnerable 
or isolated, without access 
to internet, phone or mobile 
signal that many take for 
granted.’

For those who need emo-
tional, practical or � nancial 
support in times of need, 
rural charity RSABI is there 
to support people in Scottish 
agriculture and can be con-
tacted on 0300 111 4166.

CHEAPEST FOR YEARS. Guaranteed finest quality large square, 
round or small conventional bales. Prompt delivery by lorry & trailer 

or smaller rigid vehicles for PART LOADS to most areas INCLUDING ISLANDS.     

SHAVINGS
Top class best value bales, small or 

large flake - unmatched spread cover

  HAY & HAYLAGE          STRAW
        timothy, ryegrass or meadow     barley, wheat or oat

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

DAVID CAMERON
Agricultural Merchant, Drymen

t07979 816211
 01360 660323

u

u
    

One call could save ££’s. Special 
offers especially on inside round 

straw  &  SMALL BALE HAY. 

WHY PAY MORE ELSEWHERE?

SAWDUST
Premier white or 

coloured heavy bales  

C
A

M E R
O
N

D
A V I

Dest. 
1975 

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

Grazing Regions 1 and 2 
hill parks and inbye clean fi elds

25 – 400 acres, 0 – 200 feet altitude, 
fenced and watered.  
All 4 x 4 accessible, 

available seasonally or monthly.  
Also fi elds for silage.  

Home Farm, by Tarbert, Argyll & Bute, PA29 6YA
Telephone 0131 220 1902 

or e-mail to fragaria@lowedalkeithfarms.co.uk



CONTACTUS
email us at editor@campbeltown courer.co.uk
telephone 01586 554646

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 

the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 

instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for
� nd us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

    Thought for the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

LUING LOCHGILPHEAD

TIGHNABRUAICH
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Pupils at Rothesay Joint 
Campus are top of the class 
when it comes to numbers, 
with the school’s primary four 
and � ve pupils being crowned 
Argyll and Bute’s Sumdog 
champions.

Sumdog is Britain’s largest 
series of maths competitions 
and sees children battle it out 

against pupils in other schools 
to answer a series of questions 
over � ve days.

� e youngsters at Rothesay 
Joint Campus competed 
against almost 1,200 other 
pupils from across Argyll and 
Bute to answer a total of 1,000 
questions each, with one pupil 
� nishing in the top 10 and 14 

children in the top 50.
� e competition is held every 

three months and this is not 
the � rst time that Rothesay has 
celebrated success. � e school’s 
primary four class won the 
competition earlier this year, 
while primary four to � ve and 
primary two to three classes 
both won in 2019.

Pupils at Luing Primary School 
have been learning about how 
to create a sustainable future 
through the United Nations 
Global Goals.

� e Global Goals address the 
global challenges everyone faces, 
including those related to poverty, 
inequality, climate change, envi-
ronmental degradation, peace and 
justice.

To coincide with this project, 
Dave Alsop from Seeds for Life 
went along to the school to talk to 
the children about the vital work 
the charity does to help people in 
Malawi.

� e pupils were so inspired by 
the work that Seeds for Life does, 
they decided to donate £375 to the 
charity. � is was money that had 
previously been raised by pupils at 
a community event in the school, 
and will enable at least one child 
in Malawi to attend high school 
for four years.

Rothesay Joint Campus pupils are top of the class. 

RNLI Tighnabruaich had its � rst 
rescue launch of 2020.

� e inshore lifeboat responded 
to a call from the UK Coastguard 
at 8.26pm on � ursday March 19 
to assist a vessel in di�  culty by 
Burnt Islands, near Colintraive.

� e RNLI’s four volunteer crew 
aboard the James and Helen 
Mason were on hand to help the 
vessel back to safe waters while 
local Coastguard crews, including 
volunteers from the neighbouring 
Kames station, supported from 
the shore ensuring the wellbeing 
of the stricken vessels crew.

� e vessel itself was checked for 

damage and tests were carried out 
to ensure it was able to continue 
and, accompanied by the lifeboat, 
proceeded on its journey toward 
Tarbert.

Lifeboat helm Garry Coyle advised: 
‘Anyone experiencing di�  culties at 
sea should contact the Coastguard 
in the � rst instance.’

In the late 1340s, the plague outbreak that 
we know as the Black Death descended 
upon Asia, Europe and Africa, causing 
widespread disruption and death.

Medieval responses to the pandemic 
varied. In many European cities, social 
chaos, fear and mistrust were widespread. 
In Syria, by contrast, we � nd the example of 
a community that united in its response to 
the pandemic.

Although medieval people lacked the 
medical knowledge to help them avoid 
infection and the plague was far more lethal 
than COVID-19 virus, their reactions to the 
pandemic can still teach us today.

An Italian scholar, Boccaccio, detailed not 
only the physical symptoms of the Black 
Death as it arrived in Florence in 1348, 
but also its in� uence on Italian society. 
Boccaccio describes people who, whether 
through indi� erence, bravado or fear of 
social isolation, continued to go out to bars 
and public events even when the evidence 
indicated that seclusion was the best option.

While some medieval communities suc-
cumbed to fear and distrust, others found 
ways to support one another.

Meanwhile, quarantined people enter-
tained themselves by telling stories and 
singing songs to one another.

Today, people are also singing from balco-
nies to li�  each other’s spirits.

Many European cities persecuted minori-
ty groups at the time of the plague, but there 
was one country that was di� erent: Syria.

At the arrival of the plague in Syria in 
1348, the citizens of Damascus did not 
abandon one another or persecute the 
minority populations living within the city. 
Instead, the Damascenes set aside their 
di� erences.

How sad that war has virtually destroyed 
Damascus, but maybe we can still hear their 
voices telling us to care for each other, com-
bine our resources, share our knowledge, 
be responsible and remember our common 
humanity.



HIGHLAND PARISH 
CHURCH

SC002493
Sadly due to the recent 
ruling the church will 

not be open
God bless and stay safe

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

75 Longrow, 
Campbeltown

We will not be holding 
our regular meetings 

and events until 
further notice

Please follow our 
website/Facebook page 

for updates
Pastor Steve Davies
Pastor Steve Davies

Enquiries 01586 551200
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
SCO14646

ST KIARAN’S 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH

Services cancelled 
until further notice

Enquiries tel: 
01586 551141

The Scottish Episcopal 
Church is a Province of 
the Worldwide Anglican 

Communion
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ST KIERAN RC 
CHURCH

St. John Street, 
Campbeltown
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
stkieransrc.org

All public masses 
suspended for the 
foreseeable future
Anyone requiring 

pastoral care or help 
please contact 
Father Tony

(SC002876)

SALVATION ARMY

All services and group 
meetings are currently 

cancelled due to the 
coronavirus outbreak

If we can be of any 
assistance to anyone 

during this time please 
call us on 01586 552046

Major Ruth Russell
Scottish Charity 

Number SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

There will be no 
services in the church 
building until further 

notice
Rev Rodger Crooks 

will record the service 
for this Sunday and it 

will be available on our 
website (see below) and 

on YouTube. 
If you would like 

someone to talk to or 
pray with you on the 
phone, please contact 
Rodger and Joan on 

01586 554589 or Calum 
and Liz on 01586 301016
‘God is our refuge and 

strength, an ever present 
help in trouble.’ 

Psalm 46
www.campbeltownfree-

church.co.uk
Scottish Charity 

Number: SC046745

CAMPBELTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

All church activities 
and services suspended 

until further notice
Please feel free to 

contact us if you require 
any help or even just 

for a chat
Pastor Mark Jasper

01586 554 092
pastor@campbeltown-

communitychurch.co.uk
www.campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk
SC043322

Baptist Union Logo

ARDRISHAIG AND
SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES
During these uncertain 
times there can be no 
services in Ardrishaig 
or Achahoish churches 

until further notice 
However you can 

contact our minister on 
01546 603269 or at 
DCarruthers@chur-
chofscotland.org.uk

In testing times Asaph 
wrote: “My health may 
fail, and my spirit may 
grow weak, but God 

remains the strength of 
my heart; He is mine 

forever.” (Psalm 73 v26) 

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
in Mid-Argyll & Arran

Live Online Services
open to all on Facebook

Sunday
11.00am Holy Eucharist

Daily
8.30am Morning Prayer
6.30pm Evening Prayer

follow on Facebook
@ChristChurchLochgil-

phead
Father Simon Mackenzie

01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH

Please fi nd the most up 
to date information at:

www.lochgilphead-
catholic.com

‘St. Margaret’s Parish, 
Lochgilphead’ Facebook 

page
lochgilphead@

rcdai.org.uk 
Fr Ronald Campbell

01546 602380
(SCO002876)

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH

Charity number 
SC001002

We regret services are 
now cancelled due to 
guidance on Covid 19  
Please keep up to date 
with the church on our 

website
www.northknapdale.org

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY
CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

All church buildings 
are now closed    

For further information 
contact Session Clerk:

Janne - Tarbert and 
Kilberry - 01880 820481
Josephine - Skipness -

01880 760277
SC002622 and 

SC004280

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND WEST 
LOCHFYNESIDE
Church of Scotland 

Cumlodden, Inveraray 
and Lochgair

All of our church 
buildings are now closed

BIRTHS

MCPHEE - TAYLOR
Alasdair and Suzanne are 

delighted to announce 
the birth of their baby 
daughter, Isla Taylor 
McPhee, on March 9, 
2020, at the Princess 

Royal Maternity Hospital, 
Glasgow.  Grandparents 

Alasdair and Fiona, 
and Logan and Frances 

(Cambuslang) are thrilled.  
A welcome cousin for 
Calum and Abigail.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

MACPHERSON
Margaret to Tommy, 

by Rev J I Williamson, 
on March 25, 1970, 
at Caul� eld Church, 
Melbourne. Victoria, 

Australia.

DEATHS
JAMES - Peacefully, at the 
Cherwood House Care 
Centre, Bicester, on March 
25, 2020, Elizabeth (Betty) 
Campbell Bannatyne, 
in her 90th year, dearly 
beloved wife of the late 
Ernest James, much loved 
mum of Campbell and his 
wife Lee, and loving nan 
and great nan. 
JOHNSON - Gordon 
Archibald, formerly of 
Tarbert, in his 57th year, 
suddenly in Inverness, on 
March 19, 2020, son of 
Jean and the late Ronald 
Johnson, brother to Irene, 
Jane and James, father to 
Brogan and grumpa to 
Cassidy. 
KERR - Suddenly at 
home, 64 Davaar Avenue, 
Campbeltown, on March 
5, 2020, Ian Kerr, in his 61st 
year, beloved son of the late 
John and Isobel Kerr and a 
loving nephew and friend 
to many. Funeral private. 

PEDEN - Alexander, at 
Erskine Hospital, on March 
14, 2020, beloved husband of 
Jen, loving father of Mandy, 
Andrew and Angus, proud 
granddad of Aonghas and 
Matthew, and father-in-law 
of dear Emma. Cremated 
at Dalnottar Crematorium, 
Clydebank, on March 26, 
2020.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MCKAY - � e family of the 
late Mary Jane Anderson 
McVicar would like to 
thank everyone for the 
many cards, � owers and 
hampers they received 
following their recent sad 
loss of Mary. We would 
like to thank the sta�  at 4D, 
Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital and Campbeltown 
Hospital, especially the 
sta�  at the Dialysis Unit for 
their care over the years.  
� anks also to Rev William 
Crossan for his personal 
and upli� ing service, to 
David McEwan for his great 
musical accompaniment, to 
T A Blair Funeral Directors 
for their professional care 
and attention, and to all 
who paid their last respects 
to Mary at the church and 
graveyard. � e collection 
raised £882.16 and will be 
spit between the Red Cross 
Rural Transport Fund and 
Kintyre Dialysis Group. 
� e family would like to 
thank you all very much.

IN MEMORIAMS
DOTT - In loving 
memory of Charlie, 
who died March 28, 
2017. Loving husband, 
dad, grandad and great 
grandad.
Love and miss you lots.
- Your loving wife Isobel 
and family xx. 
MCEACHRAN - March 
30, 2017.
Gary, you are loved and 
missed more with every 
passing day.
- Mum, Dad, Ross, Beth, 
Christopher and Alyssa 
xx. 

MCLAUGHLIN - In 
loving memory of 
Maureen McLaughlin, 
née Kennedy, who passed 
away on March 25, 2018. 
A dear wife, mother, 
granny and great granny.
Forever in our hearts.
- Andrew and all the 
family. 
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of a much loved 
daughter, Mhairi, who 
died March 26, 2019.
Missed and 
remembered every day.
- Davie and family. 
ROBERTSON - In 
loving memory of my 
granddaughter, Mhairi, 
who passed away March 
26, 2019.
Loved and remembered 
every day. 
- Love, Granny x. 
ROBERTSON - In 
loving memory of our 
beautiful cousin, Mhairi, 
who passed away March 
26, 2019.
We’re sending a dove to 
Heaven,
With a parcel on its 
wings,
Be careful when you 
open it,
It’s full of beautiful 
things.
Inside are a million 
kisses,
Wrapped up in a million 
hugs,
To show how much we 
miss you,
And to send you all our 
love.
We hold you close within 
our hearts,
And there you will 
remain,
To walk with us 
throughout our lives,
Until we meet again.
- Love, Barbara, Isobel 
and families.

CHURCH NOTICES 

“Trust and obey; for there’s no other way” 
–  words from a hymn that encourages us 
to live in a way that obeys God’s ways for 
humanity, and to trust Him to take care of us 
as we do. In light of recent announcements 
from governments about self-isolating and so-
cial-distancing we all have to accept that trust 
is what is required of us – trusting those who 
are directing us for our own collective good, 
and simply obeying what we are told.

� e exceptional closure of meeting places, 
businesses and shops is a� ecting our daily 
lives, as we attempt to reduce and delay the 
spread of Coronavirus and so I was asked to 
write something about what this means from 
a local minister’s perspective.

Locally, churches have already cancelled 
their services and meetings, and I know I 

have also conducted my last funeral service 
within a church building, for the foreseeable 
future. From now on, and in agreement with 
our local undertakers, funerals will be held at 
the graveside or crematorium with only im-
mediate family present. � e compassion and 
sincerity with which our First Minister made 
that instruction was heard, and no one can fail 
to appreciate that di�  cult and costly decisions 
are being taken daily to maintain the health 
of the nation.

So how might we cope? How can we en-
courage each other, keep in good heart and 
still keep our distance? What I o� er is based 
on something being delivered to households 
within my parishes. 

� e words, “do not be afraid,” come to 
mind. � ey are spoken more than 60 times 

in the Bible. Fear can paralyse us and lead us 
into foolish ways of thinking and behaving. 
We all have fears from time to time – there’s 
no shame in admitting it. � e unknown is 
o� en what triggers our fears, and so much is 
unknown at present.

But let me encourage you to place that worry 
and fear with God – and trust. Trust that 
God is all-powerful and capable of handling 
every situation. He may not change things 
the way we think they should be changed, but 
He will li�  those burdens and enable us to 
move forward without the fear that so easily 
can paralyse and confuse us. Don’t let fear 
dominate your life.

I had hoped that the ringing of our church 
bell would continue on Sundays. Traditionally 
this is done to “call the people to worship” – to 

let them know the service is about to begin. 
Now, I hope it will be rung so that our com-
munities might know that someone is praying 
for us. For the moment, though, even this is 
put on hold. Hopefully it will be rung again 
soon and maybe you’ll hear it as calling you 
to prayer too?

For centuries people have read from the 
Book of Psalms, especially in di�  cult times. 
So I conclude with these words from Psalm 73: 
“My health may fail, and my spirit may grow 
weak, but God is the strength of my heart; He 
is mine forever!” (verse 26).

During the coming weeks and months 
should you require any form of help please do 
not hesitate to contact any of the local minis-
ters. We want to help as best we can. 

Some words of comfort 
from Reverend David Carruthers of Ardrishaig and 
South Knapdale Parishes

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier
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Shore champion, Robert 
MacBrayne.

Continued from page 24
turbot and has great future 
potential. Fort William and 
Erskine were also �rst time 
marks but neither �shed well 
on the day.

Closer to home, Portavadie 
and Cairndow were slightly 
better with cod, dog�sh 

Loch Fyne anglers hook season trophies

Christmas Shield winner 
Gordon Law.

Andrew Jamieson, heaviest shore and boat �sh. Not a 
bandit, but just keeping safe.

Steven MacBrayne with his 
farewell gift from the club. 

Steven MacBrayne is o� to 
Glasgow.

Heaviest Shore Fish : Andrew 
Jamieson. Nominated 
Species: Nick Friel.  Specimen 
Fish: Nikki �ompson. Pairs: 
Gary Sinclair, Jim Smith. 
Triples: Robert MacBrayne, 
Gary Sinclair, Steven 
MacBrayne. Xmas Shield: 
Gordon Law

and a club record mackerel 
recorded.

Ardrishaig angler and ac-
countant Steven MacBrayne 
was presented with a surprise 
gi� from the club as he looks 
ahead to a new chapter in 
Glasgow. Steven has been a 
member of Loch Fyne Sea 

Angling Club and intends to 
take part in club competitions 
when he can.

Prize-winners:  Club 
Champion: Nikki �ompson.  
Runner-Up: Robert 
MacBrayne. Shore Champion: 
Robert MacBrayne. Heaviest 
Boat Fish : Andrew Jamieson. 

Hill-walkers urged to stay 
home
Walkers and climbers have 
been asked to avoid unnec-
essary mountain activities 
and to consider their social 
responsibilities.

Mountaineering Scotland 
and Scottish Mountain 
Rescue have joined forces 
to urge people to abide by 
government advice and avoid 
unnecessary travel – which 
includes journeys to the hills.

Mountain rescue teams 
have already warned that they 
are working below normal 
capacity and have no ade-
quate protective equipment 
for dealing with people with 
suspected COVID-19. Yet the 
past weekend saw a number 
of rescue call-outs.

�e Glencoe Mountain 
Rescue Team has issued a 
stark statement to tell hill- 
goers that only seriously in-
jured people, or those unable 
to walk will be rescued – and 
even that will be carried out 
with a bare minimum of team 
members.

Team leader Andy Nelson 
said bluntly: ‘My �rst prior-
ity is Glencoe rescue team 
members’ safety. My second 
priority is to help stricken 
mountaineers.’

He said anyone uninjured, 
lost, or benighted will be 
asked to wait until morning, 
and/or better visibility, to 

The Glencoe Mountain Rescue Team will currently only be rescuing seriously injured people or those unable to walk. 

extricate themselves. Even 
‘walking wounded’ will be 
asked to consider extricat-
ing themselves from the 
mountain.

Mr Nelson added: ‘�is is 
contradictory to everything 
we believe in, but I must look 
a�er team members in order 
for them to help casualties 
who really need it.’

�at message was backed 
up by Damon Powell, 
chair of Scottish Mountain 
Rescue, who said: ‘We do not 
have PPE within teams for 
COVID19 – quite rightly the 
NHS sta� and others must 
be prioritised – and this is 
putting many team members 
in a genuine dilemma. �ey 
are all volunteers.

‘Should they do what they 
always do and respond, 
putting loved ones at home 
at greater risk? Many team 
members will have people 
they live with who are clas-
si�ed as vulnerable, so is it 
fair to take that risk? Also, 
many members of teams are 
self-employed and already 
facing hardship.

‘Our NHS services in the 
mountain regions are already 
stretched; don’t add to their 
load. �e mountains will be 
there next year and the year 
a�er, let’s make sure we all 
are.’

Mountaineering Scotland 
has already urged its mem-
bers to take their exercise 
locally as long as the govern-
ment recommends that.

Stuart Younie, chief execu-
tive o�cer, said: ‘It’s not just 
our own health we are risk-

ing, it’s the health of others, 
many of whom may be much 
more vulnerable.

‘As responsible members 
of the outdoor community 
we should avoid travel and 
recreational mountain activ-
ities and consider our social 

responsibilities to ourselves, 
friends, families and those 
rural communities who are 
rightly concerned about the 
impact of visitors to their 
areas. It’s such a hard thing to 
say, to urge people not to go 
to the hills, but now really is 

the time to avoid unnecessary 
activities in the mountains.

‘Remember, this is tem-
porary, and we do ask that 
people put their own wishes 
aside for now and avoid un-
necessary travel and contact 
with others.’



SPORT

Published by Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HD. Tel: 01631 568000 and printed by DC Thomson, 80 Kingsway East, Dundee. Registered at the Post o�  ce as a newspaper.

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Loch Fyne anglers 
hook season 
trophies

Hill-walkers 
urged to 
stay home

Anglers hook 
season trophies

Tarbert charity shoot takes o�  for ambulance service

Shooters turned out in numbers to test their skills at a charity 
event hosted by Tarbert Gun Club.

� e successful shoot on Saturday March 14, organised by 
Craig Samborek, was well supported by friends and col-

leagues, with some travelling a distance just for the occasion.
� e total collected on the day was boosted during the fol-

lowing week by further donations. A total of £900 has been 
donated to the Scottish Air Ambulance.

All those who attended were aware and respectful of the 
advice on Covid-19 that was in place at the time. � e rapidly 
changing situation means it is unlikely there will be another 
event like this for some time to come.

Charity shooters assemble at Barmore. 

When the � shing season 
comes to an end, Loch Fyne 
Sea Angling Club members 
are usually looking forward 
to their AGM and award 
ceremony.

But, like so many other 
events, this was cancelled 
due to the present Covid-19 
situation. � is has already 
a� ected competition plans 
for the coming season with 
various boat venues on hold 
until the all-clear comes.

� e club has had a reason-

Club champion and 
specimen winner, Nikki 
Thompson.

ably good season with only 
one boat trip cancelled due to 
stormy weather, which is bet-
ter than previous years. Top 
venue was Stornoway which 
produced a good range of spe-
cies and one or two new club 
records. Over two days, mem-
bers caught 144 � sh made up 
of 15 di� erent species includ-
ing ling, spotted rays and 
turbot. � ere was just one day 
at Portpatrick due to heavy 
seas but they still managed 
to capture a few pollack, bull 

huss and tub gurnard. A trip 
to Oban, on the other hand, 
was pretty dire, with only 
� ve � sh recorded. Most of 
the late season competitions 
were held at Loch Etive which 
is always pretty consistent 
for spurdogs, although they 
were mainly juvenile � sh, a 
case of quantity over quality. 
� e annual tally of qualifying 
� sh recorded was in excess of 
500, which were all returned 
safely, and three new club 
records: plaice, turbot and 

tub gurnard were set, so all in 
all not too bad a boat season.

� e shore section didn’t 
fare so well this year with a 
few pretty scratchy � rst time 
venues. Corran was undoubt-
edly the most proli� c shore 
meeting with nine scoring 
� sh, mainly thornback ray, 
dog� sh and a lone scorpion. 
Arbroath was a new venue 
for the group and although it 
wasn’t as productive as hoped, 
it did turn up a club record 
Continued on page 23
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