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Glad tidings of baby joy 
A couple who lost their baby 
girl to a rare genetic disease 
have revealed their joy at 
expecting a new arrival.

Jaki Aitken and Alex 
Johnson, from Oban but now 
in New Zealand, have been 
told they are expecting a girl 
on February 5.

� eir daughter, Rebecca, was 
just � ve months old when she 
died from  spinal muscular 
atrophy (SMA).

Relatives and friends in 
Oban showed their support 
by raising more than £6,000 
at a casino night in August in 
aid of the SMA Trust, which is 
dedicated to � nding a cure.

� e couple, who have been 
working hard to raise wider 
awareness of SMA, had been 
on a waiting list for fertility 
treatment when Jaki unexpect-
edly fell pregnant again.

It was an anxious time 
because there was a one in 
four chance the baby would 
have SMA and Jaki had to wait 
12 weeks to have a test where 
they take a sample of placenta 
to send o�  for genetic testing. 
� e results came back two days 
later with news that the baby 
had not inherited SMA but was 
a carrier like Alex and herself.

‘We were absolutely delighted 

knowing she is free from the 
condition and we were being 
given another chance at being 
parents. Her being a carrier is 
manageable, she will grow up 
a healthy normal baby, we just 
need to make sure she is aware 
of the condition and that when 
her time comes to have her 
own children, her partner is 
screened to check if they carry 
the same faulty gene.

‘It is bittersweet situation for 
us though. We are over abso-
lutely the moon but it is also 
very emotional for us both,’ 
said Jaki.

Wednesday December 18 
marked the � rst anniversary 
of Rebecca’s passing. ‘Being 
pregnant again so soon a� er 
her passing makes it a lot 
harder as my only connection 
with pregnancy before is 
Rebecca. However, Alex and I 
bumble along with our brave 

faces every day, but there isn’t 
a day that goes by where we 
don’t remember our beautiful 
daughter.

‘Many tears are still shed 
behind closed doors. Life does 
move on though and we have 
kept ourselves busy and made 
an e� ort to keep living our 
lives – work, studies, holidays, 
concerts, biking – but the pain 
never goes away. � at will be 
with us forever.

‘Christmas time won’t quite 
be the same for us again – 
Rebecca will always be missing 
from it. However, at the same 
time she will always very much 
be a part of it. � is little bubs is 
going to grow up knowing all 
about her amazing big sister, 
and although she is no longer 
with us in person, she will 
always be part of our lives.’

For more about � e SMA 
Trust, go to smasupport.org.uk

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Jaki Aitken and Alex Johnson with daughter Rebecca.

Scouts bring Light of Peace to shine in Oban
Oban is to host the Light of 
Peace, lit from Bethlehem’s 
eternal � ame.

Members of 1st Argyll 
Scout Group brought the 
light to town for the � rst time 
yesterday (Wednesday) for a 
short ecumenical service at 
St Columba’s Cathedral on 
Saturday December 22 at 

3pm. Everyone is welcome. 
In 1984, it was the Scouts and 
Guides of  Austria who � rst 
spread the Light of Peace in 
their own country a� er tak-
ing a light from the eternal 
� ame in the Holy Land.

Now many other countries 
take part and the Scouts are 
spreading it so their own 

communities can be united 
through the message of 
peace.  � e light will stay in 
the cathedral until January 6.

1st Argyll (Lorn) Group 
Scout leader Je�  Anderson 
and helpers have the logis-
tical task of collecting the 
light from Glasgow to bring 
it safely to Oban.

Girls and boys can 
tune in to a special 
message from San-
ta on Christmas Eve 
thanks to Oban and 
Lorn Lions Club. 
Santa is so grateful 
for all the help 
he has had from 
the Lions that he 
promised to send a 
special message to 
the area’s children 
direct from his 
sleigh, thanks to 
the geniuses at 
Oban FM working 
out how to contact 
him in midair. 
Make sure you hear 
Santa’s message 
on 103.3 FM and 
online at 7pm on 
December 24.
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Council blames government for funding gap
� e most senior Argyll and 
Bute Council � nance o�  cer 
has warned that the recent 
Scottish Government budget 
could leave the region worse 
o� .

In a presentation to the 
council’s Policy and Resources 
Committee on December 
13, head of strategic � nance 
Kirsty Flanagan said the 
funding allocation for local 
government could increase 
the authority’s funding gap for 

2019/20 to around £9 million. 
Earlier estimates by � nance 
o�  cials had put the predicted 
gap at £7.23 million.

Councillor Gary Mulvaney, 
policy lead for strategic 
� nance, said: ‘� e harsh fact 
is that the funding allocated 
to local government means 
another cut to the council’s 
core funding of around 2.5 
per cent.

‘Although the Scottish 
Government has said it will 

give more money overall to 
councils, this increase is to 
fund new commitments. To 
be clear, funding for our core 
services is being cut again.

‘For Argyll and Bute, this 
increases our estimated 
funding gap for next year to 
£9 million. � is would be a 
considerable amount at any 
time, but coming a� er years 
of funding cuts already, it will 
demand particularly di�  cult 
decisions to be made.’

�  Members of Kilmore and District Scottish Women’s 
Institute got their knitting and crochet needles busy in 
response to a request for ‘trauma teddies’ from Oban 
police. Trauma teddies are given to small children who 
come into contact with the police through traumatic 
or upsetting circumstances. O�  cer Graham Greenlaw 
went along to collect the teddies from Fiona Dickie.

Tiny Tim settles 
into new home
Meet Tiny Tim – the new cob 
on the stable block.

At 13.1hh, the coloured 
pony is the latest recruit at 
Argyll Riding for the Disabled 
Carriage Driving group near 
Benderloch.

He was spotted on a British 
Driving Association website 
a� er his family near Oxford 
had outgrown him and he was 
snapped up with the help of 
a health and wellbeing grant, 
as part of a collaboration 
between the NHS and Argyll 
and Bute Council.

Now he needs to be put 
through his paces to get ready 
for the new year and his new 
life in Argyll.

Jane Isaac, the RDA’s Argyll 
carriage driving group or-
ganiser, said: ‘He was a little 
smaller than our last pony but 
that’s good for our volunteers 
because he’s an easier size.

‘He’s nice to handle, not a 
di�  cult pony at all. He’s used 
to working, but we need to 
build his muscles up with reg-
ular exercise over the winter 
while he gets to know his new 
home and surroundings and 
gets used to the carriage and 
wheelchair ramp. He’ll have to 
get familiar with the clanking, 
the noise and the road we use 
up to Tralee beach and down 
to the � sh farm.’

Tiny Tim still needs a sad-
dle, bridle and harness which 
could cost up to £1,000 unless 
anyone has equipment they 

can donate. He also needs 
rugs to � t his size.

Red is the group’s other 
pony at the yard with Tiny 
Tim replacing Dixie, who 
had spent three years with the 
group. He’s now gone to work 
with the Brae Riding for the 
Disabled Group in Dundee as 
a riding pony.

People come to the carriage 
driving group by referral or by 
word of mouth, from around 
Oban and as far as Fort 
William and Campbeltown.

Jane added: ‘We’ve had great 
success with people who want 
to pat a pony but not get on 
one. Carriage driving suits 
some people better. Instead of 
getting on a pony, they are on 
a vehicle. It gives a sense of in-
dependence. You can actually 
go quite fast and steer and be 
out in the countryside.

‘It’s not just the physical 
driving, it’s also the belonging 
to a group that has more to 
o� er. � ere’s a social side to 

it. Families and friends come 
and stay for hours.’

Once the season starts 
again in April there will be a 
school-age group a� er school 
on Mondays, a regular group 
on Wednesdays and a session 
on � ursdays for people from 
the Lynn of Lorn care home in 
Benderloch.

‘� ere’s no age barrier. � e 
oldest driver we’ve had has 
been in their 90s, our young-
est was six,’ said Jane.

More volunteers are needed. 
‘� ese volunteers don’t need 
any horsey knowledge at all. 
People can help in lots of 
di� erent ways being useful 
in the o�  ce, accompanying 
the carriages out on bicycles, 
going out with the drivers. We 
will teach people how to drive 
the carriages if they want.’

� ere are plans to hold a vol-
unteers’ day a� er Christmas.

Email janeisaac@outlook.
com or go to  facebook.com/
ArgyllRDADriving/

Jane Isaac with Tiny Tim.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

I’m away to put my feet up and enjoy time o� 

� is is the last you will be 
hearing from me for this year, 
as I’m o�  to put my feet up, 
enjoy time with family  and 
friends and do as little as 
possible for a while.

It’s been a very hectic year. I 
look forward to the festivities 
but I also enjoy the period 
a� erwards as a chance to 
recharge my batteries and 
gear up for what the next year 
will bring.

We’re not quite there yet 
though with lots to look for-
ward to starting this evening 
(� ursday) with a candlelit 
carol service in St John’s 

Cathedral. I really enjoy all 
the church services at this 
time of year, especially the 
midnight services, the reason 
for the season.

For those of us who enjoy 
all the lovely things to eat 
just now, there are also lots 
of chances to dance o�  the 
extra  calories with many of 
our local hostelries having 
live music to rock your socks 
o�  to.

Two to mention in particu-
lar are New Beginnings 2019 
in � e View with Ceol an 
Aire on December 31 to start 
the New Year with a wheech! 
� en on January 2, the fantas-
tic Manran and Trail West are 
in the Corran Halls, and then 
it’s time for a wee rest.

I hope you all have a very 
merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year and, if you 
get the  chance, remember 
to share your happiness 
and cheer with those who 
may be alone or not quite so 
fortunate.

� e photo last week was of 
the bench at the war memo-
rial but this week’s is quite 
obvious I think.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?
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POLICE FILES
�  Between 4pm on Friday 
December 7 and 8am on 
Saturday December 8, 
substantial damage 
was caused to caravan 
pitches at the North Ledaig 
caravan park near Oban by a 
car performing wheel spins 
and handbrake turns ripping 
up the grass.
� Between 4.15pm on 
Monday December 10 
and 8.30am on Tuesday 
December 11, a gold 
e� ect platter with woven 
Christmas wreath wrapped 
around a candle, was stolen 
from the common close area 
at Lismore House, Oban.
� At about 3pm on Thursday 
December 13, at Tesco in 

Oban, a man stole some 
items. Police subsequently 
traced a man aged 25, who 
was charged with the theft 
and issued with a recorded 
police warning.
� At about 5.45pm on 
Thursday December 13 at 
Station Square, Oban, a man 
aged 25 was stopped and 
searched by the police and 
found to be in possession 
of heroin. Inquiries also 
revealed that the man had 
purchased alcohol for an 
underage youth. The man 
was charged and a report 
will be sent to the procura-
tor � scal.
� At about 1.30am on 
Saturday December 15 

in Oban, a man aged 
27 refused to leave licensed 
premises. The man was 
arrested and charged. A 
report will be sent to the 
procurator � scal.
� At about 3.20pm on 
Sunday December 15, a 
man aged 41 stole items 
from Lidl in Oban. He was 
charged and a report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.
� If any member of the 
public has information in 
relation to the above, or to 
any incident, they can con-
tact their local police station 
on 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Villagers fi ght 
to have speed 
limit reduced
A community � ghting to 
protect its children from 
speeding tra�  c has taken 
matters into its own hands.

Concerned families and 
community councillors 
on Seil say there have been 
too many near misses with 
youngsters getting on and o�  
the school bus on the busy 
road near Balvicar Stores to 
wait for action from Argyll 
and Bute Council.

Mum-of-three Nina   
Maclean, who is also a com-
munity councillor, said: ‘It’s 
an  accident waiting to hap-
pen. We’ve already had close 
shaves with our children. 
One car actually caught my 
son’s toes.

‘� ey say there are not 
enough houses to reduce the 
speed limit so the community 
council has stepped in while 
Argyll and Bute Council has 
done nothing at all.

‘We can’t wait for nothing 
to happen. � is was our 
last option. Rather than do 
nothing we thought we’d do 
something.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson told � e Oban 
Times that the location had 
been fully assessed  and there 
were no plans to make im-
provements because current 
arrangements were ‘deemed 
appropriate’.

‘� ere have been no 

recorded accidents at this 
location. Assessments are 
made assuming children 
crossing are accompanied by 
a responsible adult,’ added 
the spokesperson.

� e community council 
has now bought two car-
toon-style cut-out weighted 
� gures of police o�  cers to 
put on either side of the bus 
stop to try to slow drivers 
down. Shrubs have also been 
cut back to give a clearer view.

Legally, tra�  c can travel at 
60mph through Balvicar all 
the way down to the school 
near Ellenabeich, which is 
‘mindless’ say campaigners, 
who have called on Argyll 
and Bute Council over the 
years to cut the 60 mph speed 
to 40mph or 30mph – but to 
no avail.

Dad Brian Smith said: ‘It’s 
a daily occurrence to see 
cars and vans speeding past 
at 40mph even when we are 

standing here with kids in 
their hi-vis vests.’

Some rushing vehicles also 
overtake the bus as children 
are getting on and o�  it.

Community councillor 
Yowann Byghan said: ‘You 
can’t put a price on a child’s 
life. 

‘Tra�  c just guns down this 
road.’

Community councillor 
Rhoda � omson added: ‘I 
hope the cut-out � gures will 
raise awareness in the com-
munity and alert drivers who 
are not local to Seil to slow 
down and keep our children 
safe.’

A barrier by the bus stop 
to prevent children from 
stepping out into the road, 
� ashing 20mph signs like the 
one already near the school 
and rumble strips are just 
some of the safety measures 
campaigners have suggested 
to the council in the past.

Brown Owl Caroline MacInnes at the back far right and Louisa Hyde, back left.

Brown Owl takes � ight after 42 years
by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Brown Owl Caroline 
MacInnes has ‘pack’-ed in 
Brownies a� er 42 years of fun 
Friday nights.

� e 61-year-old started 
up 5th Oban Brownies back 
in 1979 because there were 
so many little girls waiting 
to join the town’s full-up 
� ursday night group.

Now Mrs MacInnes is look-
ing forward to having more 
free time on a Friday to spend 
with husband Iain and visit 
their three grandchildren in 
Glasgow and Edinburgh.

‘I think 42 years must be a 
record for here – I don’t know 
anyone else who has served 
for so long. I’ve loved every 
minute of it but it’ll be good 
to have Friday nights back. 
I’m sure my husband will 
be happy about that as we’ve 
got a few nights out to catch 
up. It’ll be nice to have more 
family time. Iain has been so 
supportive,’ she said.

� ere have been many 
highlights over the years. � e 
Brownies have celebrated 
their 75th, 90th and 100th 

anniversaries but for Mrs 
MacInnes it has been seeing 
the children enjoy themselves 
that she has enjoyed the most.

More helpers are needed to 
run the Friday nights at the 
Guide Hut o�  Soroba Road.

Assistant leader Louisa 
Hyde also le�  on Friday a� er 
15 years. ‘She only came to 
help out once and never got 
away,’ said Mrs MacInnes.

Anyone interested in 
becoming a helper should 
contact Alison MacKenzie on 
01631 565264.

Safety campaigners at Balvicar want drivers to slow down.
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Tapestry will weave a 
waterworld wonder
An exciting project coming 
to Oban in the new year will 
get the town weaving a giant 
community tapestry.

A bid for funding will go to 
Creative Scotland to support 
the work of art which will 
eventually go on permanent 
display at the revamped 
Rock� eld Centre when it opens 
in 2020.

Scotland’s theme for 2020 
will be Coasts and Waters, 
which will give shape to the 
tapestry’s design, starting 
where light � lters out in the sea 
to reveal the mysteries of the 
deep o�  Oban’s shores.

Experienced weaver Louise 
Oppenheimer, from Drimvore 
near Lochgilphead, will 
be leading a series of three 
weekly workshops starting  on 
February 14 to start building 
up a bank of weavers.

Actual weaving work on the 
tapestry will make a start in 
2020 a� er design ideals have 

been drawn up next year. � ere 
are 10 spaces available for the 
weaving workshops with more 
classes a possibility. Donations 
of wool would be welcome but 
a special yarn will be commis-
sioned for the tapestry itself.

‘No weaving experience is 
necessary,’ said Louise. ‘It’s 
easily learned and is totally 
bene� cial for health and well-
being. It’s good for slowing 
the heart rate and gives a great 
sense of achievement.

‘It’s quite addictive. It’s the 
equivalent to worry beads – 

great for distracting yourself 
from the nitty gritty of life,’ 
she said. She also hopes to 
hear  from any experienced 
weavers who want to be part of 
the project.

Rock� eld’s arts and culture 
co-ordinator Breege Smyth 
said the tapestry’s masterplan 
would be packed with cra�  
and colour as well as involving 
SAMS at Dunsta� nage, musi-
cians, composers and more.

She said: ‘� e masterplan 
is that the weaving will start 
where light begins to � lter 

out from the water and will 
go right down to the seabed 
involving the mysteries of the 
deep. It will involve colour and 
also sound � les, some beautiful 
and some not so good because 
of pollution – that’s where 
musicians and composers will 
kick in.’

Louise added: ‘It has to be 
visually pleasing even though 
it might have some uncomfort-
able truths to come out.’

� e tapestry will lead to a 
series of engagements and 
performances once Rock� eld 
opens.

‘We’ve yet to come up with 
how big the weaving frame will 
be but we are keen for it to be 
a single piece of work. � ere 
could be an opportunity when 
they do the building work at 
Rock� eld that the frame could 
be built in and never moved,’ 
said Breege.

‘� is is going to be an amaz-
ing collaboration, that could 
only happen here in Oban.’

To be involved, email  bree-
ge@therock� eldcentre.org.uk

Louise Oppenheimer and the Rock� eld’s Breege Smyth.

Do you know this man?

Film-maker asks for 
help to � nd Father John
Do you recognise this man?

Film-maker Sarah Cohen got 
in touch with � e Oban Times 
to see if readers can help her 
track down this man that she 
only knows as Father John.

Back in 2011, she was making 
a short documentary about 
� shermen when she met John 
next to his boat and asked him 
if he would take part.

‘I don’t know his family name 
only his nickname Father John. 
He was working with two 
others, men called Paul and 
Ross. I never had the chance to 

send them the short � lm I’ve 
directed. 

‘It’s not a masterpiece but I’m 
very proud of it. I made it with 
no expectations and it’s my 
favourite of all the short � lms 
I’ve directed.

‘I would love now to share 
it with them and that’s why 
I need help to � nd them. If 
anyone could help me with 
a family name or address it 
would be great,’ she said.

Anyone who can help should 
contact Sarah at sarabalouco@
gmail.com

Funding is available for Arctic adventurers
Funding is available for young 
Arctic-bound explorers.

Anyone aged under 30, 
who is living or studying in 
Scotland can apply for help 
from the Scottish Arctic 
Expedition Fund if they are 
going travelling, mountain-
eering, exploring or studying.

Each year, the fund gives 
grants to individuals and 
expeditions and the deadline 
for applications is coming up 
soon on January 31.

In the past, it has helped 
undergraduates and PhD 
students from the Scottish 
Association of Marine Science 
(SAMS) at Dunsta� nage.

One of those was Regina 
Huttuten, a fourth-year stu-
dent writing her dissertation 
on the oceanography of the 
Barents Sea and hoping to re-
turn to the University Centre 
in Svalbard in the next couple 
of years.

‘� e expedition fund 
helped me participate on two 
� eld trips organised by the 
University Centre in Svalbard 
(UNIS), as part of my ex-
change studies last spring.

‘One was a snowmobile trip 
to a mining town Sveagruva 
to conduct experiments on ice, 
and another was a scienti� c 
cruise looking at sea ice � oes 

in the Barents Sea Opening. 
UNIS o� ers great opportuni-
ties for students to participate 
in these great and educational 
� eld trips, but the fund helped 
me to meet the cost.’

� e fund also helped Matt 
Hey from Perthshire spend 
� ve weeks in the Arctic, 
targeting � rst ascents of 
mountains in the Stauning 
Alps and doing some climate 
research.  He is now working 
as a � tness instructor and 
author in London with a 
focus on climate change. Leo 
Carew, who journeyed with 
him, is joining the army. 
� scottisharcticclub.org.uk

SAMS student Regina Huttunen helping carry out ice experiments in the Arctic.
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Light Up A Life event 
remembers loved ones
Loved ones were remembered 
in Oban last week at the 
town’s annual Light Up A 
Life event.

More than £7,000 has been 
raised so far – and rising – by 
the Friends of Oban Hospice 
event in aid of the Dove Centre 
in Stevenson Street.

A total of 8,370 subscription 
forms were sent out inviting 
people to make a donation in 
return for the names of their 
loved ones being recorded in 
a special book available for 
viewing throughout the year at 
the centre.

� e Rotary Club of Oban 
handed over a cheque for 
£1,000 to help cover the cost of 
printing the forms, the enve-
lopes and the postage this year.

During Tuesday evening’s 
event, sparkling lights were 
switched on in a tree outside 
the Corran Halls as another 

Members of the Oban Hospice board and friends with the 2018 Light Up A Life book of 
remembrance.

poignant act of remembrance 
along with music, singing from 
the Lorn Chorus and Kneale 
Smith from Seil Sound, a piper 
playing and a poem being read 

by  the Rotary Club of Oban 
president Iain MacIntyre, who 
is also chairman of the friends, 
the fundraising arm of the 
hospice.

Pastor Stuart Lawson from 
Oban Baptist Church read an 
inspirational prayer and those 
gathered heard personal expe-
riences from two men whose 

lives had been transformed by 
seeking help from the Dove 
Centre.

Chairman of the Oban 
Hospice board David Entwistle 
paid tribute to everyone who 
helped create ‘the little miracle’ 
of the Dove Centre 12 months 
ago in ‘this little town of Oban’.

He said it was ‘a community 
resource’ belonging to the 
people, fundraised for by the 
Friends of Oban Hospice for 
the past 15 to 20 years.

He also mentioned the Oban 
Hospice board members, who 
give support on � nancial and 
administrative matters – he 
said they had now become an 
employer with a centre man-
ager and community support 
worker in post.

And he thanked all the 
tradespeople, businesses, vol-
unteers and the general public 
who had given skills, time and 
money to the Dove Centre to 
make it happen and to keep it 
going.

Argyll and Bute Council 
has approved a new mental 
health and wellbeing guidance 
document for schools, entitled 
Our Children, � eir Mental 
Health.

Councillor Yvonne McNeilly 
said: ‘Our education sta�  
already do a tremendous job of 
supporting our children and 
young people through di�  cult 
times in their lives, but it’s not 
always easy to spot the signs of 
those struggling, those putting 
on a brave face but breaking 
apart behind their smile. 
Sometimes it’s sta�  themselves 
who are su� ering in silence 
with their own mental health 
issues.

‘� is new document will 
help to encourage positive 
conversations about mental 
health with both pupils and 
sta� , and will ensure more 
information is available in our 
schools. It will raise awareness 
of what help is available for 
anyone struggling, and will 
ensure our education sta�  
are equipped to deal with any 
mental health concerns and 
support each other.’

New mental 
health guide 
is approved

Mary MacColl enjoys her birthday surrounded by friends and family.

Mary celebrates her 100th birthday
� ere were 100th birthday 
celebrations recently for a 
former Ardnamurchan, Oban 
and Dunbeg woman.

Mary Macintyre was born 
in Ardnamurchan, where 
she lived and worked in 
her early life. She met and 
married Donald MacColl in 
1951 and they set up home 
in Glenmore, where  Donald 
was a shepherd on the 
Boot’s estate. � ey moved 
to Gallanachbeg in Oban 
where  Donald continued 
shepherding and later they 
retired to Dunbeg. Mary and 
Donald made many friends 
in and around Oban and 
were seen regularly at all the 

Comunn Gaidhealach events.
A� er Donald died and 

Mary became less con� dent 
living alone, she moved to 
Glasgow in 2010 to stay with 
her daughter Margaret and, 
when she needed additional 
care due to  dementia, she 
moved into Mugdock Care 
Home in Bearsden.

On her birthday celebration 
on November 28 in Mugdock 
House, many of her friends 
and relatives joined the party.

Sarah Sinclair sang many 
of her favourite songs and 
her grand-daughter Valerie 
played music on the keyboard 
which delighted Mary and 
her fellow residents.

A special celebration was 
held on December 1 at her 
daughter’s home in Bearsden 
and it  was greatly enhanced 
by the presence of Mary who 
had a wonderful time with 
relatives and friends from 
near and far, including the 
Black Isle.

Her grand-daughters 
Roslyn, with partner Dave, 
and Valerie, together with 
her grandson Eric,  his 
wife Amani and Mary’s 
great-grandchildren Ailsa 
and Euan (on Facetime from 
Los Angeles) all made the 
celebration special.

Mary would like to thank all 
who sent such kind messages.
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These girls were clearly full of festive spirit.

The �oor was packed for the Orcadian Strip the Willow. 

Oban High pupils dance the night away
Friday December 14 was the 
date for the 31st Oban High 
School Jingles.

Hundreds of pupils and 
sta� danced the night away in 
the Corran Halls, entertained 
by a variety of performers.

Ceol An Aire got almost 
all of the 400 party goers 
twirling and jigging their way 
around the dance �oor for a 
few ceilidh numbers.

Oban rock group Chunks 
changed the tempo with a 
great set and DJ Dave had 
the dancers up on the �oor 
between the two acts.

Ceol An Aire had the �oor 
literally bouncing with the 
Orcadian Strip �e Willow.

�e Jingles committee 
of sixth-year pupils, who 
organised the event, would 
like to thank the sta� of 
Oban High School who 
volunteered to manage the 
event, the team at the Corran 
Halls for all their support in 
making the event a success 
and, last but not least, the 
performers who provided 
top quality entertainment 
and music for the evening.

Roll on next year.

Strip the Willow was very popular. 

Oban band Chunks had the Corran Halls rocking.
DJ Dave kept the pupils dancing between Chunks and 
Ceol an Aire. 

A  D I S T I N C T I V E  A P P ROAC H  T O 
I N V E S T M E N T  M A N AG E M E N T

We recognise that future performance is unpredictable and that investment success, whether in the form 
of pension provision, capital creation or income preservation, is critical to your future financial wellbeing. 
At St. James’s Place, we do not employ in-house fund managers; instead, a number of respected external 
fund managers are carefully selected to manage our wide range of funds; and are then closely monitored 
by our highly experienced Investment Committee. 

This approach offers clients access to a broad range of the leading fund managers from around the 
world, peace of mind and opportunity to obtain superior investment performance over the long term.  
Contact us for further information.

The value of an investment with St. James’s Place will be directly linked to the performance of the funds 
you select and the value can therefore go down as well as up. You may get back less than you invested.

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management 
plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for 
the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products 
and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website  
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the marketing 
term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

H2SJP29479 07/18

ARGYLL WEALTH CONSULTANTS LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

T: 01546 600029  |  M: 07793 810749 
E: russell.anderson@sjpp.co.uk  |  W: www.sjpp.co.uk/argyll

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ
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The school students were having the time of their lives.

These girls were looking fabulous. 

Oban High pupils dance the night away

Ruaridh Morrison was delighted to be playing with Ceol 
an Aire.  

Former pupil Ally MacLean, now studying at the Royal 
Conservatoire in Glasgow was playing with Ceol an Aire. 

A version of The 
Proclaimers’ 500 
Miles had the Corran 
Halls rocking. 
Photographs: Kevin McGlynn
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Kay McDonald, BID4Oban 
town ambassador.

On behalf of everyone at 
BID4Oban – Andrew, Joe 
and myself – I’d like to 
wish everyone a very merry 
Christmas and a happy New 
Year. 

�is year has certainly 
been an eventful and busy 
one with the highlights for 
me being our Oban walking 
tours which I thoroughly 
enjoy, Oban Live which 
gets better every year, and 
meeting all our lovely cruise 
ship passengers, who I go to 

welcome each time a ship 
arrives in Oban. It really is 
a joy to see how happy they 
all are to be here and to be 
able to come ashore into the 
heart of the town. 

�en, of course, we had the 
fabulous reindeer parade and 
to cap everything o� two 
lots of �reworks with our 
display at Hogmanay still to 
come. �ese are only a very 
few of the events I’ve been 
fortunate enough to attend 
and be part of because I’m 
in the very lucky position of 
having a job I love and which 
allows me to take part in so 
many things. 

�e New Year promises 
more of the same and I’m 
really looking forward to 
�nding out what it holds but 
for now I’m going to relax 
and enjoy the holidays with 
some chocolate, a pile of 
books and a few visits to the 
cinema. 

I hope everyone gets the 
chance to relax and do what 
you love with whom you love 
over the festive season.

Michael Russell, Argyll and 
Bute MSP

Living as we are through the 
most di�cult and disturbing 
of times, it is important for  
all of us – and especially pol-
iticians – to realise that there 
are more important things 
than partisan headlines,  
parliamentary debates and 
public disagreements.

Family, health, the 
company of friends, our 
homes and the wonderful 
environment of Argyll 
and Bute that we are lucky 
enough to live in are all 

things which we should 
treasure and celebrate.  
�ose who lack them or 
who, through illness or lone-
liness or despair, cannot, 
for a time, appreciate them 
need our special thoughts  
particularly during the 
festive season.

As your local MSP, 
working alongside my 
constituency sta�, I have 
tried to help all of those 
who have contacted me 
during the year for whatever 
reason. �at is my �rst 
duty and I am glad to do 
it. We won’t always agree 
on everything but we can 
agree, I am sure, that by 
showing solidarity, mutual 
support and kindness, we 
can �nd the best way to live 
together here in Argyll and 
Bute, in Scotland, across 
these islands, in Europe and 
globally.

We cannot know what lies 
ahead and the uncertainty 
of Brexit casts a long shadow 
locally and nationally at 
present. But this is a time 
to be hopeful, so with hope 
in my heart for Argyll and 
Bute and our country, I am 
delighted to wish everyone 
in Argyll and Bute and 
beyond a great and very 
merry Christmas and a 
peaceful and prosperous 
New Year.

Patrick Stewart, Her 
Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant 
for Argyll and Bute.

My deputies, spread 
throughout Argyll and 
Bute, have continued to 
carry out, in 2018, their 
duties, supporting charitable 
and youth organisations, 
attending citizenship cer-
emonies, assisting in the 
preparation of proposals and 
nominations for royal visits, 
honours, the Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary Service, and 
the Queen’s Award for 
Enterprise, forwarding 
suggestions for invitations 
to the Holyrood garden 
party and generally taking 
a close interest in their 
communities, including 

presenting the Queen’s 
congratulations on 100th 
birthdays and diamond 
wedding anniversaries.

All this takes a consider-
able amount of voluntary 
time, which, in the case of 
my deputies, I think, goes 
very much unnoticed, so 
I take the opportunity of 
thanking them for their 
sel�ess and unremitting 
service.

�is year was principally 
taken up with events 
marking the last year of the 
First World War.

�e focus was on Islay, 
where at an impressive and 
moving ceremony in Port 
Ellen on May 4, graced by 
the presence of the Princess 
Royal and her husband 
Vice-Admiral Sir Tim 
Laurence, a service was held 
to mark the centenary of the 
losses of the troopships SS 
Tuscania and HMS Otranto. 
�e event represented the 
contribution of Scotland to 
the UK’s 1918 First World 
War commemoration.

�e organisation of this 
and other WW100 events 
was far-reaching and 
complicated. It could not 
have been achieved without 
the assistance of Argyll and 
Bute Council, with which a 
close partnership exists.

In concluding, I wish 
all in the Lieutenancy, 
particularly those who 
contributed so much to the 
success of our events and 
projects, a happy Christmas 
and a good New Year.

Rev Dr Roderick Campbell, 
Moderator of the 
Presbytery of Argyll.

Christmas means many 
things to di�erent people. 
For myself, it has two 
principle components.

�e �rst is light. Most 
societies had and have a 
celebration of light at the 
darkest time of the year. It is 
a pattern followed by most 
of the world’s great religions.

In truth, many religions, 
including my own Christian 
faith which adopted a 

previously pagan ritual 
and Christianised it, but 
essentially there is still the 
element of light shining in 
darkness.

�e religious reference 
is not only to the physical 
darkness of the sun being 
below the Equator, heading 
to the Tropic of Capricorn, 
but also the psycholog-
ical darkness caused by 
uncertainty, loss, su�ering 
of the body or the mind, 
broken relationships and the 
brokenness of many lives.

By allowing the light of 
Christ to shine into our lives 
and bring comfort, guid-
ance, courage, strength, we 
can change direction, start 
again, cause for celebration.

�e second aspect is of 
birth. It really does not 
matter where or when Jesus 
was born. 

As Paul writes: ‘Jesus was 
born of a woman’, as we all 
were. �e birth of a child, 
the gi� of life, with all the 
potential each child has to 
become fully themselves.

Jesus’s birth was no more 
or no less important to Mary 
and to Joseph than the birth 
of our own children is to us.

Christmas gives us the 
opportunity to celebrate life 
and perhaps as the years 
pass and we look back, to 
re�ect on how we have used 
our gi�s and talents.

Is the world a better place 
because I/we have walked 
this way? Is the world a 
better place because the 
Christ has walked this way?

If you are together as 
family, be happy together. 
Life is too valuable to spoil a 
celebration. If you are alone, 
I trust there are folk around 
you who will share with you.

Whoever you are, may the 
light and the love of Christ’s 
coming bless you as you 
journey.

Argyll and Bute Councillor 
Jim Lynch

I would like to wish 
everyone in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles a merry Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year.

Warmest Christmas greetings to all our readers
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Councillor Len Scoullar, 
Provost of Argyll and Bute
 
It’s always lovely to feel 
and see things changing as 
Christmas gets closer – even 
if some might say the whole 
festive season starts a little 
too early these days.

Of course, it is inescap-
able once television and 
radio adverts switch to 
their Christmas focus, and 
shops roll out their festive 
decorations. It’s a lovely 
time of year, though, and we 
are very fortunate to live in 
such a beautiful part of the 

world where even the winter 
weather doesn’t take away 
from the scenery and feeling 
of community.

Argyll and Bute looks 
festive and colourful, and a 
lot of credit must go to the 
community groups which 
take such great pride in 
putting on festive events and 
leading the charge when it 
comes to Christmas lights 
and decorations in their 
towns. It all helps to add to 
the feeling that Christmas is 
a joyous time that should be 
� lled with family, friends, 
fun and festivities.

Christmas means a lot of 
di� erent things to di� erent 
people, and I hope that 
whatever is most important 
to you this festive season 
plays a big part in your 
celebrations.

And once Christmas has 
come and gone, the New 
Year allows us all the chance 
to look forward to the next 
12 months.

I would encourage 
everyone to take a moment 

to think about those in 
our communities who may 
not � nd this time of year 
as much fun as others, for 
whatever reason.

A Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to you all.

Chief Superintendent 
Hazel Hendren

� e party season is well 
under way and, thus far, 
our communities across 
Argyll and Bute are largely 
engaging in good-natured 
festive activities and 
seasonal cheer.

As divisional commander, I 

sincerely hope this continues 
and this very special time of 
year is one that is fun-� lled, 
enjoyed by all, and everyone 
is kept safe.

It’s also a time for 
re� ection . For my own part, 
I’m amazed at how quickly 
the year has passed. 2018 has 
been a satisfying year as our 
strong local partnerships 
with our local authorities 
and other service providers 
have been built on to ensure 
close collaboration as 
problems arose.

� is approach delivered 
on our shared priorities 
to enhance the lives of 
individuals in need of our 
support, and continued to 
nurture a safe and thriving 
environment for individual 
and community wellbeing.

We have faced several 
signi� cant challenges, not 
least the ‘Beast from the 
East’ extreme winter that 
caused such disruption 
across the country.

During this Year of Young 
People, I am proud that 

the division has continued 
to lead the way in Police 
Scotland in our innovative 
deployment of Youth 
Engagement O�  cers. � eir 
interactions with young 
people make many positive 
interventions in their 
lives. We’ve also continued 
to grow the number of 
our teams of active and 
enthusiastic Police Scotland 
Youth Volunteers.

Police Scotland’s festive 
campaign provides useful 
advice regarding protecting 
you, your home and prop-
erty, and safety advice for 
shopping and using ATMs. 
Please check this on our 
social media pages. Many 
of my o�  cers are now out 
and about providing extra 
patrols at events, in shopping 
centres and visiting pubs 
and clubs, engaging with our 
communities and enhancing 
your safety.  � ey are your 
o�  cers – if you see them, 
please say hello and have a 
chat with them!

I hope you all enjoy 

Christmas and the New 
Year and I encourage all to 
take care throughout the 
festive period. We, at Police 
Scotland Argyll and West 
Dunbartonshire Division, 
wish each and every one 
of you a safe and enjoyable 
time.

Argyll and Bute Councillor 
Elaine Robertson

Wishing everyone in Oban 
Lorn and the Isles a happy 
and peaceful Christmas, 
and with very best wishes 
for 2019.

Warmest Christmas greetings to all our readers

Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA        BBC.CO.UK/IPLAYER         facebook.com/BBCALBA         @BBCALBA

An Nollaig air BBC ALBA
Ceathrar air Chuairt 

Diluain 24 / Dimàirt 25 /  
Diciadain 26 Dùbhlachd, 7.30f 

Monday 24 / Tuesday 25 /  
Wednesday 26 December, 7.30pm

Tha ceathrar òg a’ siubhal còmhla, ann an canù, 
coiseachd is sreap tron fhàsach mhòr mu 

dheireadh ann an Alba, air Taobh Siar Rois. 

Four brave young adults canoe, hike and climb 
their way across Scotland’s last great wilderness, 

Fisherfield in Wester Ross.

Func
Là na Nollaige, 10f 

Christmas Day, 10pm

Tiodhlac Nollaige bho sgioba 
comadaidh FUNC.

It’s Christmas Day and the FUNC team 
are back with a Christmas treat! 

A’ Sireadh Sascha
The Search for a Son

Diluain 24 Dùbhlachd, 9f 
Monday 24 December, 9pm

Tha Lachie Mac a’ Phearsain  
a’ sireadh Sascha, am mac nach  

fhac’ e o chionn 34 bliadhna.

Lachie MacPherson searches  
for Sascha, the son he hasn’t 

seen in 34 years.

Bho Chaorain Gu Consoles
Là na Nollaige, 9f 

Christmas Day, 9pm

A’ dùsgadh chuimhneachain  
mu phreusantan a thug toileachas 

dhuinn air madainnean Nollaig.

Join us for a nostalgic celebration  
of the presents that formed the childhood  

Christmas memories of generations.

Colin Macleod 
 – When it Kicks In

Diciadain 26 Dùbhlachd, 9f 
Wednesday 26 December, 9pm

Tha sinn a’ leantainn seinneadair  
Colin Macleod à Eilean Leòdhais,  

air chuairt air gach taobh den Chuan Shiar.  

We follow Lewis singer-songwriter  
Colin Macleod on both sides of the Atlantic 

after signing a major record deal.
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Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL) is inviting 
communities and ferry users 
to share their views on plans to 
replace the linkspan decks at 
Coll and Tiree ferry terminals.

CMAL announced the £3.7 
million project last month 
and held public meetings in 
Coll and Tiree earlier this 
month, along with CalMac, 
to share details of the planned 
arrangements for the linkspan 
deck replacements, including 
the timing of the construction 
projects, linkspan closures and 
the proposed alternative ferry 
service arrangements.

It is anticipated the work will 
take place in late autumn 2019 
at Coll and early spring 2020 
at Tiree, and each project will 
last for approximately four 
weeks. During the works, a 
passenger-only service will be 
running, with a li� -on/li� -o�  
service for freight customers.

Presentations shared at 
the public meetings are now 
available to view on CMAL’s 
website and an online survey 
is open for people to provide 
comment and opinion.

Views sought 
on Coll and 
Tiree linkspans

Top appointment for 
Dunbeg oceans expert
A researcher from the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS) in Dunbeg has been 
appointed to the Scottish 
Science Advisory Council 
(SSAC), the expert panel that 
informs Scottish Government 
policy.

Professor Mark Inall, a phys-
ical oceanographer, will join 
the SSAC from January 1. 

He has been appointed as 
one of � ve new council mem-
bers from varied scienti� c 
disciplines.

� e SSAC supports the work 
of the chief scienti� c adviser 
Scotland, Professor Sheila 
Rowan, the chief scientist 
(health), Professor David 
Crossman, and the chief scien-
ti� c adviser for environment, 
natural resources and agricul-
ture, Professor Andrew Millar, 
all of whom are also ex-o�  cio 
members of the SSAC.

� e new members will serve 
for three years, until December 
31, 2021.

In his new role, Prof Mark Inall will support the work of Chief Scienti� c Adviser for 
Scotland Professor Sheila Rowan.

Prof Inall, who is also direc-
tor of the Scottish Alliance 
for Geoscience Environment 
and Society (SAGES), said: 
‘Scotland has a global reputa-
tion as a geoscience research 
powerhouse, contributing sig-

ni� cantly to the understanding 
of our natural environment: 
oceans, land, atmosphere and 
ice – all elements that are now 
challenged by our own actions. 

� e Scottish Government 
has shown global leadership in 

working towards solutions to 
tackle these global challenges.

‘It is a privilege to join 
Scotland’s highest science advi-
sory body, and my focus will be 
to listen to my scienti� c peers 
and provide best evidence on 

environmental sciences. 
‘In this endeavour, I feel sup-

ported by SAMS, a world-class 
marine research laboratory, 
and by research pools SAGES 
and MASTS (Marine Alliance 
for Science and Technology 
Scotland).

‘Research pooling is a unique 
feature of the Scottish land-
scape, allowing us to speak and 
act with a common purpose.’

Prof Inall moved to SAMS 
in 1998 and has established 
an ocean turbulence measure-
ment facility at the institute, 
as part of the Scottish Marine 
Robotics Facility based at 
SAMS.

Science Minister Richard 
Lochhead welcomed the ap-
pointments, adding: ‘� e SSAC 
plays a vital role in ensuring 
ministers have access to the 
very best scienti� c advice to 
help inform all policy areas. 

‘Members of the SSAC are 
continuing our great history of 
science and innovation.’

Lee McKillop cleaning up with Adrian Rowe.

Lee gives rubbish near 
school a clean sweep
Lee McKillop has been out 
again doing a litter pick in 
Oban for the Sophie North 
Charitable Trust.

� e Kilninver Primary 
School janitor collected 29 bin 
bags full of rubbish from the 
area behind Oban High School 
on a recent clean sweep of the 
area in her now trademark 
cookie monster onesie and 
with the help of a few other 
volunteers.

Lee has raised hundreds 
of pounds  with previous 
clean-ups in aid of the Sophie 
North Charitable Trust that 
commemorates the Dunblane 
massacre 22 years ago when 16 
children, including � ve-year-

old Sophie North, and their 
teacher were killed by � omas 
Hamilton.

To honour Sophie’s memory, 
her father, Mick North, set 
up a charity in 2004 that 
makes three donations each 
year to di� erent causes, on 
anniversaries of the tragedy in 
March and Sophie’s birthday 
in October and in April in 
memory of Sophie’s mum, who 
died of breast cancer in 1993.

Lee is busy planning more 
street tidies for the new year 
and the area around Tesco 
looks set to be one of them. ‘I’m 
hoping if I approach the store  
it might consider sponsoring 
me to do it,’ she said.

A 32-year-old man found 
himself in the dock at 
Oban Sheri�  Court a� er a 
complaint against a former 
girlfriend went wrong.

Stuart George Robert 
Coleman, of Donmar 
Lodge, Albany Street, 
Oban, admitted assaulting 
his ex-partner by running 
towards, colliding with her 
and knocking her to the 
� oor on December 6 at Shore 
Street Flats, Oban.

Coleman told the police: ‘I 
will come clean, I knocked 
her over.’ Sheri�  Patrick 
Hughes was told on Monday 
that Coleman’s former part-
ner and  friends turned up at 
his � at and he refused them 
entry. Coleman then went 
to complain to sta�  at the 
accommodation where she 
lived about her actions but an 
argument between the pair 
occurred. His defence agent 
Laura McManus said: ‘He 
collided with a wall and then 
collided with the complainer; 
no injury is libelled here.’ She 
said Coleman did his best to 
avoid his ex.

Sheri�  Hughes � ned him 
£120 and said: ‘I have listened 
to what has been said on your 
behalf and it would appear to 
have been out of character.’

Complaint 
against ex 
goes wrong
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

� e most wonderful time of 
the year is once again upon us 
and the snowy weather of last 
weekend set o�  the magic of 
the mid-winter celebrations 
with the perfect blast of cold 
and Christmas colours.

� is is my favourite time of 
the year and being stranded 
in Perth last weekend because 
of snow and ice on the roads 
was the perfect way to enter 
the spirit of the season.

Like many others who had 
planned to get to our concert 
in Perth, I thought at points 
on the A9 heading south, 
having le�  from Elgin, that 
I would not arrive in time. 
With treacherous driving 
conditions and various minor 
accidents blocking the way, I 
had resigned myself to the 
probability that the gig might 
have to be cancelled.

All things considered, it 
was with great relief  that we 
reached Perth safely and, 
although many concert-goers 
were late to arrive or  didn’t 
risk the roads and stayed at 
home, the excitement of the 
snowy journeys made added 
to the atmosphere and gave 
the perfect foundation for 
feeling the excitement of 
approaching Yuletide.

� e a� er-concert celebra-
tions that resulted from our 

unplanned stay in Perth 
were similarly enjoyed all the 
more for their unexpected 
occurrence.

Sitting comfortably  in a 
cosy hotel by a roaring � re 
with a dram and eating 
mince pies at 2am was a very 
� ne end to the night.

Constant reference points 
in our lives are important for 
keeping a stable platform of 
existence in the fast-changing 
and ever-moving mayhem of 
the modern world.

� e  joy of anticipation 
for Christmas is one of the 
strongest of these ropes 
of reference  and they are 
tethered powerfully to our 
own past and the history of 
mankind.

For thousands of years, cele-
brations of the winter solstice 
have been an ingrained part 
of life in this part of the world 
and the merging of Christian 
traditions into these  ancient 
customs to create what we 
know today as Christmas 
have added greatly to the sig-
ni� cance of this annual time 
of goodwill, feasting and rest.

As well as the long history 
of Christmas, we all have 
personal memories and ref-
erences built up over our own 
lifetimes and these merge 
with tradition to create the 

feelings that make it such a 
huge part of our lives.

Simple things such as the 
sounds of Christmas carols, 
the aroma of mulled wine 
and Christmas pudding, the 
illumination of decorations 
outside houses and the 
sight of CalMac ferries in 
Oban Bay adorned with 
Christmas lights spark some 
of my own favourite seasonal 
associations.

Apart from a couple of 
gigs in, for us, the new 
territories of Dumfries and 
Galashiels, the rest of our 
festive musical celebrations 
take place in Oban Times and 
Skipinnish  home grounds 
of Argyll and Lochaber. 
Campbeltown, Oban, 
Dunoon and Fort  William 
are always memorable places 
to play at any time of the year 
but over the festive period the 
partying will be particularly 
jolly and we are very much 
looking  forward to celebrat-
ing with you all!

I hope the wild winter 
weather won’t jeopardise 
the gigs but I will happily 
be stranded in any of these 
places for an  unexpected 
a� er-party!

To Oban Times readers and 
Skipinnish fans, I wish you 
all a very merry Christmas.

Mental health forum 
promotes festive care
Oban’s new mental health 
forum wants to � ag up crisis 
care provision over Christmas 
and the New Year.

‘Christmas can be a di�  cult 
time for some people. We just 
want to help people be as clear 
as possible what help is availa-
ble to them,’ said Tina Jordan 
from the forum that has just 
had its second meeting.

� e aim of the forum is 
to get service users, carers, 
voluntary groups and statutory 
organisations round the table 
to talk about mental health in 
the Oban area so they can work 
together and � ll in any gaps to 
help some of the district’s most 
vulnerable people.

Ms Jordan said: ‘� ere is a lot 
going on in Oban and we want 
to make sure that people know 
about it so any care needed 
can be accessed. It’s also about 
identifying any organisations 
which can work together to � ll 

in any gaps.’
Hope Kitchen is doing 

Christmas lunch this year, 
and in May crowds turned out 
to Walk A Mile, actually two 
miles, as a community to show 
Oban could stand proudly 
against all the barriers and 
stigma surrounding mental 
health.

� e town also has a Martin’s 
Monday Club to encourage 
men to talk. It will meet again 
at Hope on Monday January 7 

from 7pm to 9pm and a new 
women’s group is to start in 
the new year, also at Hope, on 
Tuesday January 8 from 7pm 
to 8pm.

Hope Kitchen’s festive open-
ing times are: Christmas Eve 
from 11am to 2pm; Christmas 
Day from 11am to 3pm serving 
lunch at 1pm; Boxing Day 
from 11am to 3pm; and the 
same on � ursday December 
27 and Friday December 28. 
Hogmanay times are 11am to 

6.30pm but closed on Tuesday 
January 1 and January 2, open-
ing again on � ursday January 
3 and Friday January 4 from 
11am to 3pm.
� Oban people have generously 
donated to ArgyllSHARE’s 
� rst Rucksacks and Handbags 
campaign at Hope Kitchen 
helping the homeless.

Sharon Wilkie-Jones from 
ArgyllSHARE said: ‘We have 
received a tremendous amount 
of super donations and these 
will all � nd the right homes in 
the new year.’ � e public � lled 
their donated rucksacks and 
handbags with toiletries and 
other essentials.

� ere will be a Rucksacks 
& Rebels creative action arts 
event on February 5 at Hope 
Kitchen at 2pm for a feast 
of creative kindness, music, 
blether and change. To � nd out 
more, go to argyllshare.co.uk

Hope Kitchen helpers with 
just some of the donated 
rucksacks. 

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Man � ned for sending 
‘joke in bad taste’
‘A joke in extremely bad taste’ 
has cost a   property landlord 
£250.

Kenneth Livingstone, of 46 
Bute Crescent, Dunfermline, 
appeared before Oban Sheri�  
Court on Monday and admit-
ted sending a text message to 
a tenant of a grossly o� ensive, 
or obscene or menacing char-
acter; the tenant lived in a � at 
owned by Livingstone in the 
Soroba area of Oban.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty told Sheri�  Patrick 
Hughes that the tenant and 
Livingstone, 56, had a lengthy 
text conversation discussing 
her di�  culty in paying part of 
the rent; Livingstone then sent 
a sexually suggestive text and 
the tenant objected.

Livingstone’s defence agent, 
Edward � ornton, told the 

court that Livingstone imme-
diately replied by text saying 
he was sorry if he had upset 
the young mother-of-two and 
that it was a joke. He added 
that communications between 
the tenant by text and when 
carrying out repairs at the � at, 
when her mother was present, 
had included sexual banter 
and innuendo.

Print-outs of conversations 
and the one which led to the 
court appearance were shown 
to the sheri� .

‘� e majority of these 
ended with kisses,’ said Mr 
� ornton.

Sheri�  Hughes said he was 
persuaded that the sexual 
aspect of the case was mini-
mal and he � ned Livingstone 
£250, saying the joke was ‘in 
extremely bad taste’.

Party invitation for Oban volunteers
Volunteers in Oban are invit-
ed to a thank you party today, 
� ursday December 20.

� e event is a joint gi�  
from � e Jiggin mobile disco 
and karaoke and the town’s 
Andy’s Man Club – soon to 

be renamed Martin’s Monday 
Club. Anyone who volunteers 
across the town, paid or un-
paid, is on the guest list to just 
turn up at the Masonic Lodge 
in Albany Street from 8pm 
until midnight.
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Santa and carols sing out the Christmas countdown

Michael Murray, six, and Eva Reeves, seven, at 
Benderloch’s Victory Hall Christmas fair.

Abi Stephen and Isla Muir, both eight, with Santa at his 
grotto in Homebase.

Oban packed out the Corran 
Halls for Oban Rotary Club’s 
festive feel-good annual char-
ity carol concert.

Club president Iain 
MacIntyre welcomed the 
audience as Pastor Stuart 
Lawson opened the a� ernoon 
on Sunday with a prayer fol-
lowed by the � rst of the car-
ols, O Come All Ye Faithful 
getting the concert o�  to a 
rousing start accompanied by 
Oban Bach Orchestra.

Junior choirs from 
Rock� eld, St Columba’s, 
Lochnell and Dunbeg prima-
ry schools went up on stage, 
as did Oban Community 
Singers and the Lorn Chorus.

Also on the programme was 
Oban and Lorne Strathspey 
and Reel Society.

On Saturday, Christmas 
arrived early at the Rock� eld 
Centre for a cra�  market and a 
creative space, making wreaths 
and paper cut-out cards.

Santa was in his grotto at 
Homebase helping to raise 
funds with Oban and Lorn 
Lions Club and Taps A�  
dance troupe entertained 
shoppers with a ‘� ash mob’ 
performance.

Friday night saw an earlier 
appearance from Santa who 
called in at a Christmas fair 
in Benderloch’s Victory Hall 
to hear children’s wishes.

Benderloch and North Connel children visit Santa at his Victory Hall grotto. Rock� eld Primary School choir sings out at the rotary club concert.

St Columba’s School 
Choir at Oban Rotary 
Club carol concert.
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OT

Santa and carols sing out the Christmas countdown

Rock� eld Primary School choir sings out at the rotary club concert. Oban Bach Orchestra leads the carols at the Corran Halls.

Two Oban charities have shared £600 from this year’s Oban Winter 
Festival Choirs and Candles event. St John’s Cathedral was the venue 
for the evening of music on Friday November 23 organised by Oban 
Gaelic Choir, which was joined by the Bach Choir, the Lorn Chorus 
and junior choirs from St Columba’s and Rock� eld primary schools. 
The proceeds from the night have been split between Oban and Lorn 
Dementia Support Group and Oban and Lorn Riding for the Disabled 
Association. Gaelic choir president Mary Catherine Maclean with Anita 
Marshall, Christine Hammond, Betty Alcorn and Margaret Farmer.

Crafters at the Rock� eld 
Centre’s Christmas 
event on Saturday.

Rotary of Oban members 
join in with the carols at 
the Corran Halls.
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Tel: 01631 770206

&
Roni’s Chainsaw Art 
wish all their customers a 
very Merry Christmas and 

all the best in the New Year

Loch Etive House, Connel, Argyll PA37 1PH  Tel: 01631 710 509

All types of building work 
undertaken

Jim, Stephen and Robert would like to thank 
their customers for their support in 2018 
and wish them a Very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.

�
�

�

�
�

�

NHBC Registered Builders

We would like to wish everyone 
a very Merry Christmas

Tel: 01687 462154   Fax: 01687 462172

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com 
Web: www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

MALLAIG
MARINA

Traditional Oak 
Smoked Salmon

Regret to inform our loyal customers 
that just this year we will not be 
smoking salmon for Christmas.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas
 and hope to see you next year! 

Smoked Salmon

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN. 01397 701078
Sammy, Anne & Staff Wish all their Customers 

Very Best Wishes for the Festive Season

01397 70107801397 701078Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN. Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN. Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN. 

Open: Mon - Fri: 5pm – 11pm   Sat: 4pm – 11pm
Serving fine fish & chips in Lochaber since 1981

FRESHLY BAKED 9’ PIZZAS• 
CHILDRENS MENU•  

KEBABS•  
(GLUTEN FREE BATTER AVAILABLE -  Call 30 minutes in advance)
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to all our customers

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road, Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation for companies, sole 

traders and partnerships, charities, income and 
corporation tax, VAT & payroll bureau.

Business plans, start up advice.
Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

offi ce@donaldrankin.co.uk
Wishing all our customers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Railway Pier, Oban
Telephone: 01631 562849

Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year to all 

our customers!
Prosperous New Year to all 

COE CONTRACTS 
LTD

Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Wishing all our customers a 
Merry Christmas and a happy 

New Year
Mobile: 07979 867870 

Tel: 01855 811408
Mobile: 07979 867870 Mobile: 07979 867870 

Ian Blackford
MP for Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber
Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year
Merry Christmas & 

Tel: 01349 866397
Email: ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk
Twitter: @IBlackfordSNPMP
Facebook: facebook.com/IanBlackford.SNP
Web: http://ianblackford.com

29 High Street
Dingwall, IV15 9RU

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames,

machinery, building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com    www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

Merry christmas to all our customers

Wylie & Bisset LLP 
would like to wish all their clients a 
Happy Christmas and a Healthy and 

Prosperous 2019.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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BUSINESS NEWS
� The tender process for the 
Dunoon-Gourock ferry service has 
been cancelled and the running of the 
service is to be taken over by CalMac as 
part of its Hebrides and Clyde tender as 
of January 21.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell 
said: ‘This decision will provide much 
needed long-term stability for the route 
and contains a commitment to look for 
improvements to the service and � nd 
new passengers. It also seeks to address 
infrastructure needs and I will press for 
those decisions to be made as soon as 
possible.’

� Within a month of launching its 
pioneering Highland Parcels (www.
highlandparcels.com) delivery 
service, Menzies Distribution is seeing 
strong demand from consumers and 
businesses.

The company’s approach to deliveries 
– including its fairer delivery charges 
campaign – has also been commended 
by Scotland’s Minister for Business, Fair 
Work and Skills Jamie Hepburn.

� Financial management within Argyll 
and Bute Council is e� ective with 
a budget process focused on the 
council’s priorities. That was one of the 
� ndings of the 2017/18 Annual Audit 
Report undertaken by Audit Scotland 
which went before the full council on 
Thursday November 29.

The report further noted the council 
had appropriate governance and 
accountability arrangements in place 
that support the scrutiny of its decisions 
and it conducts business in an increas-
ingly open and transparent manner.

Modern apprenticeship (MA) opportunities 
with ferry operator CalMac have more than 
doubled over the past two years.

As part of the Scottish Government’s Year 
of Young People, CalMac has focused recruit-
ment e� orts on creating new opportunities 
for school leavers across the communities it 
supports.

It now employs 23 MAs across deck, engi-
neering, retail and port operation roles, a 130 
per cent increase in youth employment oppor-
tunities with the company since 2016.

Managing director Robbie Drummond said: 
‘� is is further evidence of us delivering on 

CalMac breaks barriers 
with youth training

our promises to improve services and facili-
tate sustainable economic growth across our 
area of operations.

‘As a major employer in the area we serve, it 
makes perfect sense to create a stream of trained 
operators who can move seamlessly into the 
business. Investment in training is investment 
in � rst class future service standards.

‘� ese are proportionately high value jobs that 
will in the long term bring increased spending 
power into the communities we support.’

� e majority of the increase has come from 
new MAs the company has set up to help im-
prove the � ow of skilled workers for the future.

� e retail MA is a UK � rst and was designed 
in partnership with City of Glasgow College 
to ensure a steady supply of trained crew able 
to carry out the variety of stewarding tasks on 
board. Also the � rst of its kind in the country, 
the port operations quali� cation is being 
delivered by one of the UK’s leading harbour 
operators, Forth Ports, the � rst time it has 
partnered up to deliver a bespoke quali� cation 
for another company.

In addition to MAs, the company sponsored 
11 o�  cer cadets over the past year, bringing 
the total number currently in training for a 
career at sea to 28.

IN BRIEF

Left to right are Jamie 
Humphrys from Greenock, 
Kathleen MacDonald from 
Glasgow, Megan MacDonald 
from South Uist and Daniel 
MacIntyre from Skye.

This Christmas Remember to Recycle!

8 www.highland.gov.uk/recycle  ( 01349 886603  * recycle@highland.gov.uk  

Please use your blue bin to recycle all of your:

YOUR NORMAL COLLECTION: WILL BE COLLECTED ON:

Tuesday 25th December 2018 Saturday 22nd December 2018

Tuesday 1st January 2019 Saturday 29th December 2018

Wednesday 2nd January 2019 Saturday 5th January 2019

Recycling Centres closed on 25th, 26th December and 1st & 2nd January

Wednesday 26th December (Boxing Day) collections will be as normal! 

Refuse & recycling collection dates may change over the festive season

plastic bottles, 
pots, tubs & trays

aerosols, food tins 
& drinks cans

8 www.highland.gov.uk/recycle  ( 01349 886603  * recycle@highland.gov.uk  

Items must be clean, dry & loose! 
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Highland lead for Scottish region of Community Leisure
Chief executive of High Life Highland 
Ian Murray has recently been ap-
pointed chairman for the Scottish 
arm of Community Leisure UK, the 
national members’ association repre-
senting leisure and culture charitable 
trusts and social enterprises across 
the UK.

As chairman of Community Leisure 
UK in Scotland, Mr Murray will lead 
the recognised voice of leisure and 
culture trusts in raising awareness of 
the social impact and importance of 
their work.

The Highland Council set up High 
Life Highland, its own leisure and 
culture charitable trust, seven years 
ago to develop and promote oppor-
tunities in culture, adult learning 
and youth work, sport, leisure, 
health and wellbeing across nine 
services throughout the whole of the 
Highlands, for both residents and 
visitors.

Community Leisure UK is commit-
ted to supporting High Life Highland 
and other trusts across Scotland to 
improve the physical and mental 
health and wellbeing of communities, 

breaking down barriers to social in-
clusion and supporting all ages.

Mr Murray, said: ‘It is a great priv-
ilege to take on the role of chairman 
for Community Leisure UK in 
Scotland. Leisure and culture trusts 
across the country offer a wide range 
of cultural, sporting and health and 
wellbeing opportunities to improve 
quality of life and to stay physically 
and mentally active for longer.’

Mr Murray continued: ‘Community 
Leisure UK helps all leisure and 
culture trusts across the country, 
including High Life Highland, to col-
laborate and gives a stronger voice to 
the work we do. Through this organi-
sation, we share good practice on how 
to provide accessible and affordable 
leisure and cultural services to people 
in Scotland, and across the UK.’

For more information on High Life 
Highland, including its leisure card,   
how to get the best out of a library, what 
happens at the Highland Archive and 
Registration Centre and a host of other 
aspects of cultural, sporting, leisure 
and learning life in Highland, visit 
www.highlifehighland.com .

Ian Murray is the new chairman.

‘Leisure and culture trusts across 
the country o� er a wide range of 
cultural, sporting and health and 

wellbeing opportunities to improve 
quality of life and to stay physically 

and mentally active

Argyll Financial Services Limited
Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH  t: 01631 562525

27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ  t: 01369 706198 

f: 01369 705691    m: 07775870721
www.argyll� nancial.co.uk

Protection    Mortgages
Pensions    Investments

FINANCIAL ADVISERS

BUSINESS ADVISERS

BUSINESS MATTERS

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

Blue, 13500 miles, radio/USB, 
colour touch screen, bluetooth, air 
conditioning, central locking.

Silver, only 7500 miles, bluetooth, 
alloys, DAB radio, USB connectivity, 
colour touch screen, air conditioning.

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

M A N Y  M O R E  V E H I C L E S  O N  S I T E  T O  C H O O S E  F R O M

2015 (15) Peugeot 108 1.0 
12v Active 5 Door

Was £6,999 Now £5,999Was £8,499 Now £7,999 Was £6,799 Now £5,999

2015 (65) Peugeot 208 
Active 1.2 PureTech

2014 (64) Seat Ibiza 
Coupe 1.4 16v Toca

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND BEST WISHES FOR 2019!

Red, 38000 miles, 1 owner, alloys, 
bluetooth, satellite navigation, leather 
sports steering wheel, radio/CD.

VEHICLE SERVICING FROM 
£189.00

VISIT US FOR A 
FULL WINTER VEHICLE CHECK

FOR JUST £29.99

QUALITY USED PEUGEOTS
2018 (18) PEUGEOT 308 GT LINE 1.5 
BHDI 130. Red, 10200 miles, sports styling, reversing 
camera, full LED lights..........................................£16499
2017 (67) PEUGEOT 2008 GT LINE 1.6 
BHDI 120. Red, 6200 miles, glass roof, grip control, sat 
nav, leather trim ....................................................£15699
2018 (68) PEUGEOT 208 TECH EDITION 1.2 
PureTech. Grey, 10 miles, glass roof, reversing camera, 
sat nav, alloys .......................................................£14499
2016 (66) PEUGEOT 3008 ALLURE 1.6
BHDI 120. Grey, 7500 miles, sat nav, glass roof, 
reversing camera, alloys.......................................£13999
2017 (67) PEUGEOT 208 ALLURE 1.2
PureTech. Blue, 13800 miles, parking sensors, auto 
lights, alloys, bluetooth .........................................£10999
2018 (67) PEUGEOT 108 ALLURE 1.2
PureTech. White, 7000 miles, ex-demo, reversing 
camera, alloys ..........................Was £9999   Now £8999
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St Patrick and Pontius Pilate were here

Signpost at the entrance to modern Banavie. Was it the birthplace of  St Patrick? And, 
inset, Pontius Pilate’s ring. Main photograph: Iain Thornber

In the days when � e Oban Times did its print-
ing in-house, it used to produce a number of 
books and pamphlets ranging from 10 to 50 or 
so pages. � ese cannot have generated much 
income, indeed  if one could examine the old 
company ledgers they probably didn’t even 
wash their face.

What these short-run publications did 
achieve was a far greater thing: they encour-
aged and provided local historians with an 
opportunity to put their lifelong research into 
print which would otherwise have been lost.

‘Better to write something now, than 
everything never,’ said a wise old Highlander.

I have one of these booklets in front of me. 
It is called, St Patrick’s Boyhood Home, and 
runs to 38  pages. It was written in 1948 by 
the Rev Dr P J O’Regan, Glen� nnan, who 
maintained that St Patrick, the � � h-century 
primary patron saint of Ireland, also known 
as the Apostle of Ireland, was born at Banavie, 
outside Fort William.

What an extraordinary statement – but 
perhaps not really, for, according to the Rev 
Alexander Robertson, Doctor of Divinity and 
Church of Scotland minister at Kilmallie, who 
wrote the foreword, Dr O’Regan was a compe-
tent scholar and a man of balanced judgement.

Patrick was born in Britain of a Romanised 
family – that we can be certain of from his own 
writings. At the age of 16, he was taken by Irish 
raiders from the villa of his father, Calpurnius, 
a deacon and minor local o�  cial, and carried 
into slavery to Ireland where he spent six years 
before returning to Britain and his family.

Patrick, who was credited with bringing 
Christianity to Ireland and probably respon-
sible in part for the Christianisation of the 
Picts and Anglo-Saxons, is known only from 
two  short works, the Confessio, a spiritual 
autobiography, and a letter to Coroticus, the 
Britonnic king, denouncing British mistreat-
ment of Irish Christians.

Before the end of the seventh century, Patrick 
had become the stu�  of legends. He drove the 
snakes out  of Ireland and into the sea and 
raised people from the dead.

Another legend, probably the most popular, 
is that of the shamrock, which has him explain 

the concept of the Holy Trinity, three persons 
in one God, to an unbeliever by showing 
him the three-leaved plant with one stalk. 
Traditionally, Irishmen have worn shamrocks, 
the national � ower of Ireland, in their lapels 
on St Patrick’s Day, March 17.

Taking the works of eminent Roman histo-
rians and combining them with place names 
and local traditions, Dr O’Regan puts forward 
a convincing case that St Patrick was born and 
spent his boyhood in Banavie, one of a chain 
of military outposts along the Great Glen. To 
support his theory  he quotes from a writer 
of the 10th century who says: ‘St Patrick be-
longed to the village of Bannavie, not far from 
the western sea.’

His readers were also told of the little known 
discovery at Fort Augustus in 1777 of a blue 
earthenware urn containing 300 Roman 

coins dating from the time of  the emperor 
Diocletian, who ruled from 284-305. As very 
little Roman history was taught in Lochaber in 
Dr O’Regan’s time, it attracted some ridicule, 
which still surfaces today when his name 
comes up in conversation, because no one 
thought that the Romans legions had pene-
trated as far west.

However, modern archaeology makes it 
clear this was not the case. At Dun Fiadhairt 
on Skye, excavation uncovered a terracotta 
model of a bale of hides or � eeces, which is 
certainly Roman, and  a few Roman coins 
and other objects have been found elsewhere, 
including fragments of Roman  glass and 
pottery vessels from Dun More Vaul, Tiree. 
Clearly the Romans circumnavigated the west 
of Scotland, trading as they went.

Dr O’Regan’s work should not be dismissed 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern linesScottish researchers have created a 
digital visualisation revealing the untold 
stories of those who tragically died 
following the sinking of HMY Iolaire 100 
years ago.

HMY Iolaire was returning sailors to the 
Western Isles from � ghting in the First 
World War when it foundered on rocks 
and sank on New Year’s Day 1919. The 
� nal death toll was 205, of whom 181 
were from the islands, devastating the 
communities on both Lewis and Harris.

To mark the 100th anniversary of 
this tragedy, researchers from Abertay 
University and the University of the 
Highlands and Islands have developed 
an online application, Visualising the 
Iolaire, which provides a virtual map of 
the disaster. It details those who died, 
identi� es the communities directly 
and indirectly impacted, while also 
documenting how people have been 
memorialised on the island.

The app can be accessed via https://
iolaire.itch.io/the- iolaire

The development of the online 
application has been led by Dr Iain 
Donald from the School of Design and 
Informatics at Abertay University.

He said: ‘The story of the Iolaire is 
especially poignant as it occurred after 
the war was over and was bringing 
sailors home to be with friends and 
family for New Year in 1919. Working 
with Dr Iain Robertson at the University 
of the Highlands and Islands and the 
community partners on this project has 
demonstrated what a heavy price the 
Western Isles paid during the war, and 
the Iolaire tragedy was sorrow heaped 
upon sorrow.’

The research behind the project was 
led by Dr Robertson from the Centre for 
History at the University of the Highlands 
and Islands (UHI). He said: ‘At a time 
when society is having to work out how 
to recover from a collective trauma, it 
is important to see what lessons can be 
learned from history.’

It is a collaboration between Abertay 
University and UHI, in partnership with 
the Kinloch Historical Society, Sandwick 
Community Council and Museum nan 
Eilean.

Visualising the 
Iolaire 100 years 
on – tragedy of war

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS



� e Oban Times
Thursday 20 December 2018 HERITAGE  19

 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

This photograph comes from The Oban Times archive but with very little information. It 
is dated December 19, 1995, and obviously shows a children’s Christmas event. But what 
was it and who are the children? With regard to last week’s photo, Marion Macpherson 
wrote to say: ‘Shona Smith, Alison ?, Felicity White and myself Marion (nee Fairlie).
The event was a Guides sale of work. Felicity and Alison had just come up to Guides from 
Brownies hence no uniform.’ If you have an old photograph you would like to see here, 
please email them to editor@obantimes.co.uk

St Patrick and Pontius Pilate were here

altogether. Perhaps one day someone more 
familiar with the Roman conquest of Scotland 
than me will look afresh at his � ndings.

If the great St Patrick was indeed born in 
Banavie it is surely to Lochaber’s advantage 
to make this more widely known.

Notices outside Strontian tell the world that 
it is the village which gave its name to the ele-
ment Strontium so why not something similar 
at Banavie – from wooden chariot wheels to 
alloys and a few bunches of shamrocks to go 
with it?

� e identi� cation by archaeologists of a ring 
found during excavations of the royal palace 
of Jerusalem, near Bethlehem in the late 1960s 
but only now been cleaned and subjected to 
a new form of photography that revealed the 
inscription, provides another link between 
Scotland and the Romans – this time of 
world-interest.

It clearly says ‘Pilato’, meaning ‘belonging 
to Pilatus’, who can be no other than Pontius 
Pilate, the � � h prefect of the Roman province 

of Judaea, who oversaw the trial and cruci� x-
ion of Jesus Christ. � e writing is in reverse, 
implying its use as a seal for authenticating 
documents, as was standard for o�  cial rings 
belonging to Roman o�  cials.

� ere is no proof that the ring actually 
belonged to Pilate. However, the surname was 
unusual and the � gure in  the Bible, whose 
identity has been con� rmed by a contempo-
rary inscription, is the only Pilatus  recorded 
as living in the region in the � rst century AD.

� ere is a tradition in Scotland that Pilate 
was born in Fortingall, a village at the foot of 
Glen Lyon in Perthshire famed for its ancient 
yew tree said to be 3,000 to 8,000 years old 
which, if correct, probably makes it the oldest 
living thing on the planet.

� e Romans arrived in Glen Lyon about 
AD26. Between their � rst incursion into 
Britain and their later invasion, Caesar 
Augustus dispatched  envoys to establish 
diplomatic relations with some of the im-
portant British and Caledonian chie� ains. 
� ese included a Caledonian chie� ain called 
Metellanus, whose stronghold was at the head 
of Glen Lyon.

A member of the Roman delegation to 
Metellanus’s tribe fathered a child with a 
Caledonian woman, and this child subse-
quently returned to Rome with his parents, 
and was brought up as Pontius Pilate.

General Roy, in his military survey of 1747-
55, shows a ‘Roman fort’ near Fortingall which 
appears on many other maps. Excavations 
over the centuries have produced no Roman 
remains, leading modern archaeologists to 
believe that the 80-acre site is medieval, borne 
out by the discovery of a dateable copper pot, 
with a beak, handle and three legs.

We do know,  though, from a chambered 
burial cairn that for more than 5,000 years, 
the area has not only been inhabited but also 
regarded as a sacred place.

So, where was Pilate born? I understand 
that there is an ancient stone slab at Caesaria 
in Palestine  inscribed ‘Hiberieum Pontius 
Pilate’, suggesting that his birth may have 
been in Scotland because, at  the time, the 
UK’s northern and western regions, including 
Ireland, were known as Hibernia.

Should we accept this inscription to rein-
force the story according to the old Glen Lyon 
tradition or does it not really matter?

Every Easter, as they have done for nigh on 
2,000 years, practising Christians will recite 
the words ‘su� ered under Pontius Pilate’ as 
part of the Creed. Corpach Hotel in days of yore. Photograph: Jim MacDougall per the Roamer archive.
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YOUR PICTURESCharities bene� t 
from sel� ess work of 
so many volunteers
Your Oban Times this week is replete with 
upbeat, positive, happy festive news and 
photographs, as might well be expected 
given the time of year.

All across Oban, Argyll and the Isles, 
sel� ess individuals have worked away by 
themselves or coalesced with like-minded 
souls to help others.

Among the splendid events held in recent 
days have been Oban Rotary Club’s jam-
packed carol concert in the Corran Halls, 
Christmas fairs in Benderloch’s Victory Hall 
and Oban’s Rock� eld Centre, and Oban 
Winter Festival’s Choirs and Candles event 
in St John’s Cathedral.

� en there are the annual Oban High 
School Jingles (watch out for a photo special 
from the junior Jingles in next week’s 
Oban Times), the Friends of Oban Hospice 
Light Up a Life event, sponsored again by 
Oban Rotary Club, the great work done by 
Oban’s Hope Kitchen and the Rucksacks & 
Handbags campaign run by ArgyllSHARE. 

We thank everyone involved.

Wishing you all a 
very merry Christmas
It would be fair to say that 2018 has been an 
eventful year, particularly when it comes to 
the weather. Who could possibly forget the 
now infamous ‘Beast from the East’ which 
caused such disruption and hardship?

Now we are back in the depths of winter 
once more with Christmas just a few days 
away. Fortunately, despite being a little 
stormy this week, we have not been blasted 
with similar freezing conditions.

Some of you will be hoping for a white 
Christmas while others will be hoping the 
snow will stay away.

Whatever the weather, we here at � e 
Oban Times wish all our readers and 
advertisers a very merry Christmas.

Lack of investment in 
housing is not good news
Argyll and Bute Council is presenting its 
updated housing plan as good news (� e Oban 
Times, December 13), but I am disappointed at 
the low level of investment in a� ordable hous-
ing being provided to Argyll and Bute by the 
Scottish Government compared with 10 or 12 
years ago when annual investment in housing 
was well over £20 million.

If we look back to 2006, funding was £21.9 
million. When we compare that with the 
2018/19 allocation of £16.1 million, it can be 
seen that this is a massive cut of more than 25 
per cent. Where we would expect the council to 
be receiving much more for housing from the 
Scottish Government than it did 10 or 12 years 
ago, we see that the next two years are not much 
better with allocations of only £17.1 million and 
£18.2 million, well below the levels of funding 
the council received in the past.

Because of these ongoing cuts in investment 
for housing from the Scottish Government, the 
council was informed that it would have to con-
tribute £1.9 million each year for the next three 
years from its Strategic Housing Fund.

As this fund is council taxpayers’ money, I 
informed the council that I believed it was un-
acceptable that council taxpayers across Argyll 
and Bute were having to subsidise a� ordable 
housing to the tune of almost £6 million due to 
the cuts in funding for a� ordable housing from 
the Scottish Government.

� e spin that the Scottish Government puts on 
this is to say that it is now putting funding into 
building council houses. What it does not say is 
that it is taking funding from housing associa-
tions to do that. Even the council should not be 
spinning this as good news.

Councillor George S Freeman, 
Ward 9 – Lomond North.

Flu immunisation � gures 
were inaccurate
Search as I might, I cannot � nd a correction or 
retraction from Councillor Alastair Redman 
regarding the erroneous information on 
comparable � u vaccination uptake � gures in 
Scotland and England, published in his letter 
to � e Oban Times on November 29.

I suppose we shouldn’t be surprised that he 
repeats, parrot fashion, the words of his interim 
leader Jackson Carlaw, who was himself repri-
manded for the use of false claims over vaccina-

tion numbers during FMQs on November 22.
For the sake of clarity and for Councillor 

Redman’s information, I can do no better 
than quote the First Minister’s remarks to Mr 
Carlaw: ‘� e � gure of 51.7 per cent for over-65s 
in England was published by Public Health 
England related to the week ending November 
11. As you will surely have been aware, the � gure 
of 39 per cent for over-65s in Scotland, published 
by Health Protection Scotland, was for the week 
ending October 28.

‘In the simplest terms, you erroneously com-
pared Scotland’s position with that of England 
two weeks later. � e October 28 � gure for 

England for over-65s was in fact 33.8 per cent – 
below that of Scotland.’

She added: ‘In order to assist you in ensuring 
this error is not repeated, you may wish to be 
aware that the latest uptake � gures for the week 
ending November 25 for Scotland and England 
for over-65s have been published by Health 
Protection Scotland and Public Health England. 
� e latest comparable � gure in England was 62.5 
per cent, lower than the rate in Scotland of 63.3 
per cent.’

Furthermore it would  appear that the scare 
stories being repeated by the Tories regarding 
a shortage of vaccine at some surgeries was also 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

found to be false.
I sincerely hope elected o�  cials take seriously 

their responsibility to be accurate and  truthful 
in public discourse especially in matters of the 
health of vulnerable groups.

Colin Morrison, by email.

Rural Argyll’s broadband and 
mobile phone coverage
I was happy to meet with o�  cials from Ofcom 
in Kilmory recently to discuss the need to 
expand 3G, 4G and 5G coverage as well as 
dramatically expanding super fast broadband 

throughout the Kintyre and Islands ward and 
wider Argyll.

Many statistics on rural broadband coverage 
are misleading as they use raw numbers of 
households that have access to better mobile 
coverage and faster broadband rather than 
landmass.

� is means that the providers can give a decent 
(but not perfect) service to a few of Argyll’s 
largest towns and claim that the majority of 
households in Argyll and Bute are covered.

As so many of my constituents know all too 
well, islands, villages, farms, cro� s and individ-
ual households outside of these larger towns slip 
though the net and sadly continue to go without.

� ere is no true market solution to all of 
rural Argyll’s broadband and mobile phone 
coverage challenges, which is why we will need 
to see large-scale investment from the increasing 
central belt-obsessed Scottish Government to 
correct this imbalance.

I will continue to relentlessly lobby for better 
mobile and broadband coverage for my council 
ward and the rest of rural Argyll.

Councillor Alastair Redman, Islay.

Views in letter show worse 
side of nationalism
I was interested in the views expressed in 
letters (� e Oban Times, November 29) in that 
I have a similar background being of a smilar 
age, born in England and resident for many 
years in this great country, and we both voted 
to remain in the EU referendum.

My main point concerns the statement that 
on moving here, he found ‘Scotland to be much 
more congenial, culturally and politically, hav-
ing a level of personal and public consideration 
and humanity generally more lacking south of 
the border’. I am not doubting, of course, that 
this is his personal experience, but it is exactly 
that and we must acknowledge that some peo-
ple’s experience may be di� erent.

People and organisations with the attributes 
he so admires are prevalent everywhere and it 
is not the prerogative of Scots to be ennobled in 
this way.

No doubt there are some born and brought up 
in Scotland who � nd these admirable qualities 
where they now reside in England, or wherever, 
which they did not � nd here.

Patriotism is much to be admired and for   
those who desire it, it is a laudable goal, but 
this letter just showed the worst end of Scottish 
nationalism.

Ian Johnson, Stirling.

Fort William. This week’s was sent in 
by Charlie MacDonald of Oban, who 
said: ‘This was taken while out walking 
the dog looking on to Kilchurn Castle. I 
thought the colours were amazing.’

Aig àn am seo den bhliadhna 
tha e traidiseanta agus nàdarra 
a bhith a’ cluinntinn sgeulachd 
bhunaiteach a’ chreidimh 
Chrìosdail is mar a rugadh 
Crìosd ann an stàball ann am 
baile a bha cho dripeil is nach 
robh àite ri lorg dha coigrich 
a shiubhail astar mòr agus 
an leanabh aice-se an impis 
tighinn.

Sgaoil feallsanachd a’ 
chreidimh sin air feadh an 
t-saoghail thar linntean agus 
ged a thathas ga mheas mar 
shlat-tomhais air gach nì math 
feumar aideachadh le tàmailt 
gum bheil an t-uamhas strì 
agus aimhreit air tachairt 
ann an ainm Crìosdachd 
cuideachd.

Chan e an creideamh 
Crìosdail a-mhàin a tha 
ciontach is eachdraidh a’ dear-
bhadh chun an latha ‘n-diugh 
mar a tha “creideamh” na 
phrìomh adhbhar chogaid-
hean feadh an t-saoghail! 
Beachd chuid ga sparradh air 
cuid eile! “Foghlam is oide-
achadh” le làmhachas làidir!

Saoilidh mi nach gabhadh 
duine ri leithid de mhodh-
teagaisg ann an coimhears-
nachd shìobhalta sam bith 
an-diugh, agus carson mar 
sin a bhithte ga mheas iom-

chaidh a leithid a dhèanamh 
a thaobh chreideamhan a tha 
eadar-dhealaichte ach a tha gu 
ìre uile a’ moladh sìth.

Is buaine bliadhna na Nollaig 
their an sean� acal agus nach 
bu mhath an � eallsanachd 
sin dhan t-saoghal ann a bhith 
ag amas air dùrachdan agus 
tiodhlacan Nollaige a bhuile-
achadh a sheasas tron bhli-
adhna romhainn aig a’ char 
as lugha. Air sgàth an ùidh 
dhiombuan a bhathas a’ toirt 
dha peataichean chaidh an 
abairt “chan eil peata airson na 
Nollaige a-mhàin” a chlàradh 
mar chomhairle do dhaoine a 
bhiodh ag iarraidh peata mar 
thiodhlac Nollaige.

� a mi a’ creidsinn gum 
bheil iomadh atharrachadh 
a dh’iarramaid uile ann 
an staid an t-saoghail nan 
robh an cumhachd againn 
sin a thoirt gu buil. Ach tha 
cothrom againn uile buaidh 
air choreigin a thoirt air a’ 
choimhearsnachd anns am 
bheil sinn a’ còmhnaidh, agus 
anns an t-seadh sin ‘s dòcha 
leasachadh a thoirt air beatha 
nàbaidh neo eòlach. Sin gun 
teagamh cumhachd as � iach a 
chur gu feum aig àm Nollaige 
agus fad na bliadhna, agus 
‘s iongantach an toileachas a 

dh’� aodas gnìomh glè bheag 
a thoirt do chuideigin. Gu 
cinnteach tha margaidheachd 
an t-saoghail chalpachais a’ 
ciallachadh gum bheil impidh 
mhòr ceannach ga chur air 
daoine aig an àm seo den 
bhliadhna agus gu dearbha 
tha � anais gu leòr ann air mar 
a tha cuid gam faotainn � èin 
ann am � achan troma ri linn 
uallaichean na Nollaige.

Ach faodar coibhneas agus 
càirdeas a nochdadh ann an 
iomadach dòigh agus chan 
� eum neach ach beartas 
spioraid gus sin a dhèanamh. 
Nollaig chridheil agus shona 
dhuibh uile.

Most of us would wish to im-
prove many things in the world 
but we lack power to  achieve 
such changes.

However, in the words of the 
Jim Reeves hit, ‘a stranger’s 
just a friend you don’t know’ 
and we can all deliver an 
invaluable Christmas gi�  by 
in� uencing our communities 
through generosity of spirit 
and improve someone else’s 
life. I wish you all a happy and 
peaceful Christmas.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell)

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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Easdale Primary School’s Parent 
Forum has thanked local businesses 
which sponsored its successful race 
night and helped raise more than 
£500 to send children on Stramash 
adventures, including an overnight 
stay for the eldest.

Kilbrandon Church has a series 
of events to celebrate Advent and 
Christmas. It started on � ursday 
December 13 with carols by 
candlelight with Seil Sound choir, 
festive drinks and nibbles. On Sunday 
December 23 at 10am there will be a 
Godly Play, followed on Christmas 
eve at 11.15pm with a Watchnight 
Service and carol singing followed by 
the service at 11.30pm. � e Christmas 
day service starts at 11am.

Pennyghael Community Hall 
hosts a trad club night on Saturday 
December 22 from 8pm with a 
Christmas Celtic music session. 
Entry is by donation on the door to 
pay for the hall hire.

Portsonachan Village Hall is to get 
60 new chairs and a chair trolley 
thanks to Innogy’s An Suidhe Wind 
Farm community bene� t fund.

Five communities around Argyll 
will bene� t in all from the awards.

South Loch Awe-side Community 
Company is to get  £5,320 to 
buy and install two de� brillators in 
Portsonachan and Ardbrecknish.

� e chairs and chair trolley at 
Portsonachan Village Hall will 
get  £5,227.73 towards them. � e 
An Suidhe Community Fund has 
provided bene� ts to people since 
2011. Decisions on how the fund is 
spent are made by a panel of local 
representatives, with Foundation 
Scotland administering the fund.

� e next deadline for applications 
is October 7, 2019. Go to founda-
tionscotland.org.uk/programmes/
an-suidhe to � nd out more.

Ardchattan Community 
Centre had a festive make-over 
in time for its December 
pop-up tearoom on Sunday.

Christmas decorations and a 
tree put volunteers and visitors 
in a jolly party mood.

One of the organisers, Sian 
Gri�  ths, said the a� ernoon 
was well-attended with 
regulars to the monthly 
tearoom events, and a few new 
faces welcomed too, enjoying 
mince pies and mulled wine 
and a tasty selection of home 
baking.

‘We discovered we have many 
gi� ed neighbours who set out 
their wares including beautiful 
paintings, felt pictures and 
accessories, Christmas tree 
decorations, greetings cards 
and knitwear,’ Sian added.

� e next community tea will 
be on Sunday January 20 from 
1pm to 3pm.

ARDCHATTAN

Graham Fraser of Alba the art shop in Oban recently handed over a 
cheque for £175.28 to Jennie McMaster of Mary’s Meals. The money 
was raised in Alba from a range of Christmas cards produced exclu-
sively for Alba, each marked with a 50p logo to denote how much from 
every pack goes to Mary’s Meals.The government UK Gift Aid scheme 
will now double this donation meaning that the good customers of 
Alba will have raised  £350.56 to help feed more than one million 
children every day in a number of countries.

Tiree High School S1 and S2 pupils took part in an animation 
workshop arranged by Jack Lockhart. Jack was able to bring Alasdair 
Satchell, a � lm-maker from Mull, and Jim Parkyn, one of the Aardman 
Animation sta� , to the school to assist the pupils in creating animated 
features that were entered into the Scottish Youth Film Festival. The 
pupils won � rst place in their category and received the glass trophy. 
To view their � lm, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XvhqNQ-
jX8iE&feature=youtu.be

OBANTIREE

KILBRANDON

PENNYGHAEL

PORTSONACHAN

EASDALE
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Send us your district news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 MARTIN LAING

mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Cold comfort
I was talking at the weekend to two di� erent 
people who had travelled on Saturday from 
Glasgow to Oban on two separate trains.

Saturday, you may remember, was absolutely 
freezing.

Both the individuals I was speaking to had 
the same complaint: the trains were Baltic, 
with no heating. And one of the trains did 
not even have a catering trolley service so 
there was not even the opportunity to have a 
hot drink – or any kind of refreshment – on a 
journey of around three hours.

� at is ridiculous in this day and age. Why 
is ScotRail running long-distance train 
services without heating or trolley services in 
the dead of winter?

� e company certainly charges plenty but 
provides very little.

� e train journey is a principal method 
of transport between the central belt and 
Oban for many residents as well as for large 
numbers of visitors. Providing a poor service 
will be damaging to Oban’s reputation among 
tourists, never mind making for uncomforta-
ble travel conditions.

Frankly, it is just not good enough.

What a crew!
� e estimable George Berry is in touch to 
sing the praises of the crew of the CalMac 
ferry MV Clansman.

According to kenspeckle Obanite George, 
the crew of the Clansman have decorated the 
vessel with Christmas lights out of their own 
pockets.

George also adds that this festive largesse 
is in direct comparison to what he called 
‘Oban’s dismal lights’.

I’ve heard a few people being critical of 
the town’s yuletide decorations but I’m not 
sure I would go so far as to describe them as 
‘dismal’.

� ere is a � nancial reality that Argyll and 
Bute Council has to address so perhaps 
it should come as no surprise that the 
Christmas lights are a little less sparkly than 
in previous years.

Overall, however, I think the town is 
looking pretty good with many shop windows 
and other businesses decorated wonderfully 
well.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

SEIL AVICH

A celebration at the home of Isobelle Smith on Seil raised £540 for 
the Dove Centre. The annual event on the island, now in its 12th 
year, attracted a full house of supporters who made donations. 
Dove Centre manager Peter Darling was also there to tell people 
about the work and success of the centre in Stevenson Street, 
helping people with life-limiting illnesses and their families.

Youngsters at Lochnell Nursery School have been busy making 
decorations to sell at a co� ee morning in aid of Hope Kitchen. 
Parents, family and friends turned up on Friday and among them 
were Peri Gillies, Amy Barr and Connie MacNiven.

The Reading Room at Benderloch’s Victory Hall entertained pupils 
from Lochnell Primary School on Friday when it opened its doors 
for the last Bookends Festival pop-up event of 2018. The cosy 
room welcomed visitors from 11am until 6pm.

Fish farm company Dawnfresh got in the festive spirit by support-
ing the annual Avich children’s Christmas party. They donated 
£250 for presents at the party, which was attended by children 
from around Avich, Dalavich, Inverinan and Kilchrenan, and took 
place on Sunday December 9 at Kilchrenan Village Hall. Santa put 
in an appearance thanks to farm technician Gari Watson.

A four-� gure sum was raised at a race night organised by the 
Oban branch of the SNP at The View hosted by Harry McMaster 
and his bookie pals. Members and supporters braved a stormy 
night  to enjoy a bit of a hoolie  of their own.

OBAN

BENDERLOCH

LOCHNELL
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Hebridean Dark 
Skies Festival 
is launched
A photo of a mysterious phenomenon 
known as Steve (Strong Thermal 
Emission Velocity Enhancement) has 
won the � rst ever Hebridean Dark Skies 
Festival photography competition, it was 
announced last week.

‘Meet Steve’, below, by Berneray 
photographer Casey McIntyre, captures 
the rare phenomenon that can be seen 
during displays of the Aurora Borealis 
(Northern Lights).

The photo will appear on the cover of 
the Hebridean Dark Skies Festival print 
programme, available from this week, 
and will also be included in an exhibition 
at An Lanntair that will run throughout 
the festival in February 2019.

The Hebridean Dark Skies Festival, 
created and led by An Lanntair, will take 
place on the Isle of Lewis from February 
8-21 next year.

Speakers will include Chris Lintott from 
BBC’s The Sky at Night, science presenter 
Heather Couper and Astronomer 
Royal for Scotland John Brown. There 
will be live music performances and 
� lm screenings including The Rocket 
Post and the silent movie Wunder Der 
Schöpfung.

The two-week programme has 
stargazing, talks, family activities, � lm 
screenings, workshops and more, with 
events at An Lanntair, Gallan Head, and 
the world famous Calanais standing 
stones.

The festival has arts and science events 
intended to draw more visitors to Lewis 
and Harris during the winter months. The 
festival programme can be viewed at  
www.lanntair.com/darkskies.

A safety campaign to promote mountain 
safety awareness for those heading out to 
enjoy  Scotland’s mountains this winter was 
launched last week.

‘� inkWINTER’ is a joint e� ort by organi-
sations involved in mountain safety, including 
Scottish Mountain Rescue, Mountaineering 
Scotland, Glenmore Lodge, the Association 
of Mountaineering Instructors, SAIS, the 
Mountain Weather Information Service and 
Police Scotland.

� e campaign uses traditional and social me-
dia to reach both experienced winter hill-goers 
and  those who may be less experienced or 
venturing out in winter for the � rst time.

It started with the Scottish Mountain Rescue 
annual conference at Glenmore Lodge last 
weekend and culminated in the launch of the 
sportscotland Scottish Avalanche Information 
Service forecast.

Winter has well and truly arrived in Scotland’s 
mountains and thousands of enthusiasts will 
be taking  to the hills for mountaineering, ice 
climbing and snowsports touring, making the 
most of a season that for many o� ers the best 
mountain experiences of the year.

But the roll-call of accidents over the years 
underlines the extra hazards faced during the 
winter season and the need for those going into 
the hills to ensure they have the necessary ex-
perience and equipment, and have made proper 
preparations.

Topics covered will include raising awareness 
of the challenges involved, planning, naviga-
tion, being prepared for weather and avalanche 
hazards, and what to do in an emergency.

Heather Morning, safety adviser with 
Mountaineering Scotland, said: ‘Scotland’s 
winter mountains o� er some truly magical 
experiences, but they can be gnarly and 
challenging.

‘If you want to get the best out of your 
mountain adventures, then you have to be sure 

Organisations urge 
safety in mountains

Scotland’s mountains are stunning but have added dangers in winter. Photograph: Duncan Gray

you are properly prepared  and have all the 
skills required.’

Mark Diggins, coordinator of the sportscot-
land Avalanche Information Service, said: ‘As 
the winter season begins, we should start to 
prepare for the normal challenges that we will 
be faced within Scotland’s mountains.

‘Getting good information helps any moun-
tain enthusiast decide where to go and what 
to do.  Avalanche reports and other useful 
information can be obtained from the Scottish 
Avalanche  Information Service at www.sais.
gov.uk, and the Met O�  ce, and MWIS websites.’

Shaun Roberts, principal at Glenmore Lodge, 
the national outdoor training centre, added: 
‘Successful adventures this winter will require 
well-informed decision making.

‘Front-load your activities with some quality 
time spent assessing the critical information 

– mountain weather, avalanche forecasts, 
underfoot conditions, the nature of the terrain. 
Understand your own motivations for your trip 
to the mountains and � nd like-minded people 
to experience them with, ensuring an open 
dialogue  about your plans, your capabilities 
and equipment.’

Kev Mitchell, vice-chairman of Scottish 
Mountain Rescue, added: ‘We would always 
encourage  people to enjoy the hills in winter. 
However, it’s absolutely vital that you are pre-
pared. Leave earlier to get back earlier because 
of the lack of light, and adapt your day to the 
conditions.

‘Make sure your mobile phone is fully 
charged and kept in a warm place, and not used 
for navigation. Mapping so� ware for phones 
is great but it eats up batteries, especially in 
winter conditions.’

MONEY FOR 
YOUR CLOTHES

Weighed and paid at your front door
Clothes in good condition, no stains, no rags, 

no underwear, no wet clothes, 
and good quality shoes and bedding.

All areas covered.

Tel 07950452395

Weighed and paid at your front door

Why donate when you can be paid?
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
before hand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk 
Saturday December 22: 
Glas Bheinn and Meall nam 
Maigheach, Kinlocheil  
A short walk for a short winter’s 
day with great views down Loch Eil 
towards Ben Nevis.

Start from a loop of the old road 
at Garvan on the A861, NM977779, 
2km SW of its junction with the 
A830 at Kinlocheil. Ample parking is 
available. 

Follow the road SW for 250m then 
turn S on the track for 1km to the 
con� uence of the N and S Garvan 
Rivers. 

Leave the track, heading W 
alongside the N Garvan River, cross a 
fence and the Allt a’ Mhuuaich, then 
climb W up the increasingly steep 
rough slope to the summit of Meall 
nam Maigheach, 503m. 

Head SW for 1.4km to the summit 
of Glas Bheinn. Note that the trig 
point lies 80m SE of the true summit.

Return to the start by the outward 
route.

Grade: M+; distance: 10km; height 
to climb: 702m; map(s): LR40, EX391. 
Meet at Fort William WM at 9am for 
start of walk at 9.30am. Leader: Kate 
Willis 07899 783279.
Thursday December 27: 
Fraochaidh, Duror
A readily accessible Corbett with 
� ne views of surrounding hills. 

Start at the CP opposite Duror 
School, NM988547, where there is 
parking for several cars. 

Take the cycle track on the 
opposite side of the A828 and follow 
this towards Kentallen. 

Turn o�  the cycle track just after 
passing under the old railway bridge 
and follow a forest track, trending SE 
to its end at NN014538. 

A path then winds steeply up S to 
the top of the forest. On emerging 
from the forest, head for a small 

lochan at NN013529 and then con-
tinue up pathless terrain S and then 
SE � rst to the small top above Coire 
na Capuill and then less steeply SE 
to the summit of Fraochaidh 879m. 
Return via the same route to the CP 
at the school.

Grade: S; distance: 14m; height 
to climb: 980m; map(s): LR41/49, 
EX376/384392. Meet at Longsdale 
car park, Oban at 8.30am or N 
Ballachulish School at 9am for start 
of walk at 9.15am. Leader: Nigel Clark 
07555812970.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would like 
to go out on the walk please contact 
club secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday December 15: 
Sgurr an Utha, Fraoch-bheinn, 
Glen� nnan
A steep but short day on this 
accessible Corbett, on the summit of 
which garnets may be found. Good 
views in all directions of a rugged 
and varied landscape.

Start from the lay-by on the S side 
of the A830 just W of the bridge over 
the Allt an Utha, NM873816.

Cross the bridge to the start of a 
forestry track and follow it NW to a 
junction just before a bridge over 
Allt an Utha NM872823. 

Turn E and follow the steep ATV 
track up to its end at NM880826. 
Continue E up the open slope to 
reach the level spur of Druim na 
Brein-choille, whence there are 
excellent views along Loch Eil. 

Head NNE along the spur and up 
until the terrain levels again at about 
730m altitude.

Turn NNW and head directly for 
the col between Sgurr an Utha and 
Fraoch-bheinn, 735m. 

Climb W up to the summit of Sgurr 
an Utha. 

Return to the col and walk E up to 
the summit of Fraoch-bheinn.

Descend SE to Tom na h-Aire, then 
SSW down to Glen� nnan Station.

Distance: 9km; height to climb: 
750m. 

Suggested by Gavin Theobald; 
coordinated by Gerry Gilbert.

Highland Wildlife Park celebrates 
200,000 visitors in record-breaking year
� e Royal Zoological Society of 
Scotland’s Highland Wildlife Park 
welcomed its 200,000th visitor 
last weekend, cementing 2018 as 
the busiest year ever for the park, 
which was voted best family 
day out at the Scottish Outdoor 
Leisure Awards in September.

Visitor numbers have almost 
doubled this year with tourists 
and locals � ocking to the park 
a� er Hamish, the � rst polar bear 
cub to be born in the UK for 25 
years, took his � rst steps outside 
in March.

� e Mackay family from Fife 
pushed the grand total to more than 
200,000 on Saturday December 8 

and they were treated to free entry 
and a behind-the-scenes polar bear 
experience to celebrate.

Daska Mackintosh, Highland 
Wildlife Park’s head of operations 
and visitor services, said: ‘We’ve 
had an incredible year and reach-
ing 200,000 visitors is a phenome-
nal milestone.

‘I’m very proud of the whole team 
who have worked exceptionally 
hard to provide excellent customer 
service over the course of our 
busiest year ever.

‘As a charity, we depend on every 
visitor to help us carry out vital 
conservation work in Scotland 
and across the world. Hamish’s 

arrival has helped us to highlight 
the threats that many wild animals 
are facing and the small changes 
we can make to really make a big 
di� erence.

‘Being home to the UK’s only 
polar bear cub has been fantastic 
for us and the local area. It’s great 
to see so many more visitors expe-
riencing the stunning views and 
great days out that Cairngorms 
National Park has to o� er.’

Highland Wildlife Park cele-
brated Hamish’s � rst birthday on 
Tuesday December 18 and people 
who share the polar bear cub’s 
name or date of birth can get free 
entry on the day.

Mum Victoria with her new cub Hamish have proved to be a massive draw for the park.
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SUMMIT 
GOOD
THIS 

CHRISTMAS
like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Merry Christmas 
to all our readers and advertisers

Our o�  ces will be closed 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day

Advertising deadline for issue dated 27th 
December is noon on Friday 21st December
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to all our customers

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all our customers

Overlooking the Harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House
Hotel & Restaurant

Sandra and staff would like to wish 
all their customers a very Happy 

Christmas and a Healthy New Year.
Thank you all very much for 

your continued support.

Connel Village Store & Post Office
For all your everyday needs

Tel: 01631 710216

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR REFUSE 
AND RECYCLING ARRANGEMENTS

OBAN AND LORN  
Refuse and recycling collections due over the festive 
period will be collected as follows :
• Collections due on  25th, 26th, 27th and 28th 

December will be collected a day later than 
published calendar i.e. due on 25th will be 
collected on 26th, due on 26th will be collected 
on 27th, due on 27th will be collected on 28th, 
due on 28th will be collected on 29th December.

• Collections due on 1st , 2nd, 3rd and 4th  
January will be collected a day later than 
published calendar i.e. due on 1st will be 
collected on 2nd, due on 2nd will be collected on 
3rd, due on 3rd will be collected on 4th, due on 
4th will be collected on 5th January. 

• Collections due on Monday 24th December and 
31st December will be carried out as normal.

• Moleigh recycling and civic amenity site will 
be closed on 25/26th December and 1st/2nd 
January.

MULL AND IONA  
Refuse and recycling collections due over the festive 
period will be collected as follows:
• Collections due on Tuesday 25th December will 

instead be collected on Friday 28th December.
• Collections due on Tuesday 1st  January will 

instead be collected on Friday 4th  January.
• All other days will be carried out as normal.
• Glengorm recycling and civic amenity site will 

be closed on 25/26th December and 1st/2nd 
January

TIREE
Refuse collections due on Tuesday 25th December 
will instead be collected on Friday 21st December.
Recycling collections due Wednesday 26th December 
will instead be collected on Friday 28th December.
Gott Bay recycling and civic amenity site will be 
closed on 25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January

Information is also available on 
the Council website and from 

your local office.

The Claredon Hotel, Oban

Erica & Staff wish 
all our customers a very 

Merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Year.

Live entertainment most nights.
Come along and enjoy!
Tel: 01631 562522

Live entertainment most nights.

to all our customers

The Claredon Hotel, Oban
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

Scots trad-rock band Mànran 
are at Corran Halls  next 
month a� er a year that started 
with a sold-out gig at   Celtic 
Connections.

� e Glasgow performance 
was live streamed to 125,000 
people worldwide, followed 
by a ticket-busting tour of 
France  and Germany, and 
playing a host of prestigious 
festivals in Europe and be-
yond in the summer.

And on Wednesday January 
2 they will be in Oban with 
Trail West as support.

� e band will also be 
appearing on BBC Alba’s 
Hogmanay show featuring 
an earlier headline gig at 
Glasgow’s Barrowland 

Ballroom � lmed especially by 
the channel. On Spotify alone 
this year, Mànran’s music was 
streamed one million times by 
109,000 fans for 82,000 hours 
across 65 countries.

As they come to the end 
of their eighth year in the 
music business, and with 
three award-winning studio 
albums under their belt and 
two singles released in 2018, 
the six-piece cannot wait to 
play Oban.

Mànran’s accordion player 
and founding member 
Gary Innes, from Taynuilt, 
said:  ‘We love playing to the 
Oban crowds, they’re always 
up for a great night! We can’t 
wait to get back in January to 

start 2019 in style with what 
we promise will be a gig to 
remember with the mighty 
Trail West!’

Mànran are the only group 
in the 21st  century to break 
the UK top 40 with a song in 
the Gaelic language – their 
debut single Latha Math 
reached number 29.

Variously tagged as folk-
rock, trad-rock, Celtic-rock 
and even grown-up folk-rock, 
Mànran’s music is an eclectic 
mix of in� uences built around  
traditional Celtic roots, � ery 
tunes from � ddle, accordion, 
� ute, Uilleann and Highland 
bagpipes creating innovative 
and upli� ing sound and 
songs.

Mánran to play Corran Halls

Mànran  will play the Corran Halls in January.
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Winner must be at Tesco, Lochside, Oban, PA34 4HP for 9.30am January 21. Excludes tobacco, lottery, baby food, non-food items and alcohol. Quantity limited 
to two per item. The winner will be given a hand-held scanner to monitor spend to the value of £200. Winners may be asked to partake in publicity relating to the 
competition.
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/disposed immediately upon the 
competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity.
DIGITAL SUBSCRIBERS
Digital subscribers who have an active subscription covering the period from December 13, 2018, to January 3, 2019, can enter the competition by sending their 
name, address and email address that they subscribe with to Oban Times Trolley Dash Competition, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HB 
by 10am Thursday January 10. Only one entry per subscription permitted. Entrant must be able to attend the trolley dash in Oban on the January 21, 2019.
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We all spend far too much 
money over Christmas and 
New Year, so how great would 
it be  able to � ll your shopping 
trolley COMPLETELY FREE 
OF CHARGE in January? 

Courtesy of our friends at Tesco 
in Oban, one lucky reader will 
win the chance to � ll their trolley 
with up to £200 worth of goods 
(see T&Cs for exclusions). All you 
have to do is collect four tokens 
over four weeks, the � rst of which 
appeared in last week's Oban 
Times and token two is printed 
opposite. Get your tokens to us by 
10am � ursday January 10 and 
you will be entered into a prize 
draw to win this fantastic trolley 
dash. 

All four tokens must be sent in 
a single envelope to  Oban Times 
Trolley Dash Competition, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 
4HB. 

One token from each week is 
required, multiple entries are 
allowed, but must be submitted in 
separate envelopes. Photocopied 
tokens will not be accepted. 
Winners must agree to take part 
in publicity. Employees of Wyvex 
Media Ltd and their immediate 
families are not eligible to enter. 
� e editor’s decision is � nal.

Bookends will be popping up 
again in Benderloch in the 
New Year with a series of its 
popular pop-up sessions and 
a return visit from one of its 
featured authors from the 
2018 festival.

� e � rst event of the year 
in the Victory Hall will be on 
Saturday January 19.

In the early evening the 
award-winning  � lm Heart 
of � e Traveller will be show, 
with traditional storyteller 
Jess Smith, below – who grew 
up as part of a travelling 
family and drew in a large 
and enthusiastic Bookends 
crowd back in September – 
will be back with more tales 
to tell and no doubt a few 
more songs to sing.

Other pop-up dates for 
2019 so far include Tuesday 
February 12, Monday March 
18 and Wednesday  April 17.

Storyteller 
Jess to pop up 
at Bookends

New An Lòchran 
chairman
Dr Alasdair Whyte has been 
named the new chairman of 
An Lòchran, with Donald 
MacLeod stepping down a� er 
six years in the position.

Alasdair will work with the 
committee, including recent-
ly appointed development 
o�  cer Kyle Orr to promote 
Gaelic throughout Glasgow.

Originally from Salen in 
Mull and a Royal National 
Mòd Gold Medal winner, 
Alasdair is a highly-respected 
expert in the Gaelic language 
and is based at Glasgow 
University. 

His predecessor, Donald 
MacLeod, said: ‘Alasdair is a 
very welcome addition to the 
board, and will be a massive 
asset not just to An Lòchran 
but also the wider Glasgow 
Gaelic community.’

Donald, who takes a break 
from the board due to good 
governance, lists a number 
of remarkable achievements 
as his highlights from the last 
six years including the West 
End Festival, drama nights, 
Gaelic music sessions, and 

� ve � agship events at Celtic 
Connections: � e Clyde 
and Commonwealth, Stri 
is Buaidh, Slainte Mhath, 
Binneas nam Ban, and Songs 
of Gaelic Scotland. 

During his six years, 
Donald has worked with 
four di� erent development 
o�  cers: Linda MacLeod, 
Shona Masson, Iain Beggs, 
and (most recently) Kyle Orr. 

Alasdair is the perfect 
replacement for Donald as 
chairman and I am sure that, 
under his chairmanship, An 

Lòchran will continue to 
� ourish. 

Christmas gifts 
from the Park Bar 
With Christmas just around 
the corner and Glasgow full 
of last minute Christmas 
shoppers, the Park Bar took 
to Facebook last week to 
remind us of a number of 
excellent Christmas gi� s they 
have behind the bar. 

Sineag MacIntyre’s new 

album, Lòn Ban, is now avail-
able and (while I haven’t had 
the chance to give it a listen 
yet) I hear it is a cracker. 

� e Park Bar’s 50 Years of 
Ceilidh Music is also still 
available behind the bar – the 
CD released last year to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of 
music in the bar. 

� ere is also a whole host 
of other albums from most 
of the west coast’s musicians 
and ceilidh bands…and 
not to forget packets of the 
famous Park Bar tablet!

Glasgow Gaelic 
School’s got talent
� is week, I am greatly 
looking forward to judging 
the Glasgow Gaelic School’s 
Christmas talent show. 

I am sure the talent on 
display will be of a very high 
standard indeed; and the 
enthusiasm of the kids in 
there is always great to see. 

� e last time I was in the 
Gaelic school, a young lad 
approached me and asked if 
I was ‘the real Robert’.

Hesitantly, and com-
pletely unsure of what he 
was driving at, I answered 
that I thought I was, and 
he immediately exclaimed: 
‘Wow! I thought you were 
dead!’

� is confused me for most 
of the remainder of the day 
until I heard from his teach-
er that he had returned to 
the classroom and proudly 
told everybody that he had 
just met Robert Burns! 

Hopefully the pupils won’t, 
therefore, be too nervous at 
the prospect of Scotland’s 
National Bàrd judging their 
talent competition.

Alasdair Whyte, far 
left, takes over the 
chairmanship of An 
Lòchran from his 
predecessor, Donald 
MacLeod, left.
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 20 
AN DÙBHLACHD
THURSDAY 20 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne 
 Children’s programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Craobhan na h-Alba 
22.00  FUNC (rpt)
22.30  ÙR | NEW: Slighean Sgoile 
 an t-Saoghail 
23.20  Dhan Uisge (Cuan Sound) (rpt) 
23.25 Nochd (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 21 AN DÙBHLACHD 
FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
18.35    Machair (rpt)
19.00     An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.30 About Britain: Isle of Skye (rpt)
20.20 Cuirm @ Celtic – Moving Hearts (rpt)
20.25 Puirt-adhair (rpt)
21.00 Gàidhlig Obar Dheathain (rpt)
22.00 An Klondike (rpt)
22.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Maree) (rpt)
23.00 Òrain nan Gàidheal (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 22 
AN DÙBHLACHD
SATURDAY 22 DECEMBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming 
17.45    An Là – News
18.00  ÙR | NEW: Scottish Premiership –
 Hibernian v Livingston 
20.00 Machair (rpt)

20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Calanais – Full Circle (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Manran aig Barrowland 
22.00 Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail (rpt)
22.50 ÙR | NEW: Belladrum Highlights  
22.55 Scottish Premiership – 
 Hibernian v Livingston (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 23 
AN DÙBHLACHD
SUNDAY 23 DECEMBER 
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
18.15 An Là – News
18.30 Seachd La – News Review 
19.20 Alleluia (rpt) 
20.00 Thuige Seo – John Murray (rpt)
20.30 Eòrpa (rpt)
21.00  Opry Dhoire (rpt)
22.00  Craobhan na h-Alba (rpt)
23.00 An Klondike (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Maree) (rpt)

DILUAIN 24 AN DÙBHLACHD 
MONDAY 24 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
19.00 An Là – News
19.05 The Quay Sessions – C Macleod (rpt)
19.30 ÙR | NEW: Mod na Cloinne 2018 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Ceathrar air Chuairt 
21.00 ÙR | NEW: A’ Sireadh Sascha 
22.00  Tarraing nan Tonn (rpt)
23.00  ÙR | NEW: Nollaig Chridheil 
 à Dun Èideann 

DIMÀIRT 25 AN DÙBHLACHD 
TUESDAY 25 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
19.00    An Là – News

19.05 My Life as a Courgette (rpt) 
20.10 ÙR | NEW: FilmG – Mar a Thachair 
 Do Dh’fhear a Sgur a Dhol Dhan Eaglais  
20.15 ÙR | NEW: FilmG – 
 Bho Clach gu Clach 
20.20 ÙR | NEW: FilmG – Còig Puing a Trì 
20.30  ÙR | NEW: Ceathrar air Chuairt 
21.00  ÙR | NEW: Bho Chaorain Gu Consoles 
22.00 ÙR | NEW: FUNC
22.30  Nathan Carter (rpt)

DICIADAIN 26 AN DÙBHLACHD 
WEDNESDAY 26 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne 
 Children’s programming
19.00 An La – News 
19.05  The Quay Sessions 
 Adam Holmes + The Embers (rpt)
19.30 ÙR | NEW: Spòrs na Bliadhna 2018
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Ceathrar air Chuairt
21.00 ÙR | NEW: olin Macleod – 
 When it Kicks In 
22.00 ÙR | NEW:cottish Premiership:  
 Heart of Midlothian v Hamilton 

DIARDAOIN 27 
AN DÙBHLACHD
THURSDAY 27 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne 
 Children’s programming
19.00 An Là – News 
19.05  The Quay Sessions 
 Sam Outlaw (rpt)
19.30 Mod na Cloinne 2018 (rpt)  
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Na Trads - An Dara Teud 
22.00 Bho Chaorain Gu Consoles 
23.00  ÙR | NEW: Opry Dhoire  

Now seen by more than 
250,000 fans, the hugely 
popular  Legends of American 
Country show is to make its 
welcome return to Oban on 
Friday January 11. 

� e show is enjoying huge 
success this year with more 
than 100 sold out shows 
and features four fantastic 
singers – Joe Moore, James 
McGarrity, and Rod and 

Tracey McAuley – who 
perform the hit songs 
of icons such as Johnny 
Cash, Dolly Parton, Kenny 
Rogers, Patsy Cline and Don 
Williams, to name a few, 
in this two-hour Country 
extravaganza that takes 
the audience to Nashville 
and back in one night. A 
live band of top musicians 
coupled with an authentic 

stage set and state-of-the-
art sound and lighting 
equipment deservedly 
makes this the top show of 
its kind in Europe. 

Tickets are available now at 
the  Corran Halls  box o�  ce 
on 01631 567333  or online at 
www.liveargyll.co.uk.

So keep Friday January 11 
free. Tickets would make an 
ideal Christmas gi� .

Oban lines up for  
legends Country show

Argyll’s biggest outdoor live music event 
Oban Live will be the only place in Scotland 
in 2019 to see multi-award winning Irish 
quartet We Banjo 3.

� e Red Hot Chilli Pipers, Lucy Spraggan, 
Elephant Sessions, Talisk and JigJam are 
also among the � rst con� rmed acts to join 
headliners Skerryvore at their signature 
event next year.  

Tickets are on sale now for the award-win-
ning Oban concert, taking place on Friday 
June 7 and Saturday June 8 at the town’s 

Moss� eld Stadium.
As well as performing their own energetic 

set of Irish, bluegrass and old-time sounds 
on the Friday, We Banjo 3, described as one 
of the best live acts to come out of Ireland 
in recent years, will also reunite with inter-
national trad-fusion Scots band Skerryvore 
for a special collaboration on the Saturday.

� e two bands caused a comedy storm on 
social media during their joint American 
tour earlier this year as they fought for votes 
in their widely popular Bagpipes versus 
Banjo campaign.   

We Banjo 3 said: ‘We had an amazing time 
with our good friends Skerryvore on our 
North America Celtic Brotherhood tour 
this year so to bring our battle of Bagpipes 
versus Banjos back to the Celtic homeland 
will be something truly special. We last 
played at Oban Live in 2017 and it was 
incredible. � e audience were out of this 
world so we can’t wait to see you all again 
for some banjo madness!’

� e band are among some impressive 
company too.

Red Hot Chilli Pipers play their � rst Oban 
Live on Friday June 7. � e multi-award 

Excitement as fi rst acts 
named for Oban Live 2019

Elephant Sessions
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WHAT’S ON IN OBAN
THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER  
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church Hall
10am - 11.30am
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
Entertainment @ The Lorne Bar
DJ Fergo, Open till 3am

FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER 
Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
Rhuvaal, Open till 3am
Entertainment @ The Lorne Bar
DJ Fergo, Open till 3am

SATURDAY 22ND DECEMBER  
Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day
parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban, 9.30am
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
Dice Ceilidh Band & Ceol an Aire
Open till 3am
Entertainment @ The Lorne Bar
DJ K9 Kev, Open till 3am

SUNDAY 23RD DECEMBER 
Hill Walk 
Glen� nnan, All Day 
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
Lazy Jams, Open till 2am
Entertainment @ The Lorne Bar 
DJ Fergo, Open till 3am

MONDAY 24TH DECEMBER 
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Entertainment @ The Lorne Bar 
DJ Fergo, Open till 3am

TUESDAY 25TH DECEMBER  
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
Disco with Neil , Open till 3am

WEDNESDAY 26TH DECEMBER   
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
Chunks, Open till 3am
Entertainment @ The Lorne Bar 
The Democrats , Open till 3am

In partnership with Oban Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA THIS WEEK
Tel: 01631 562905 or see
www.obanphoenix.com for more details
FRIDAY 21
12:00/15:00/16:45 MARY POPPINS RETURNS   U
12:00 RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET  PG
14:30 THE GRINCH  U
18:00 THE NUTCRACKER AND THE FOUR REALMS  PG
19:30 LUCKY  15
20:15 THE OLD MAN AND THE GUN  12A

SATURDAY 22
11:30 RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET  PG
12:00/15:00/16:00 MARY POPPINS RETURNS  
14:00 THE GRINCH  U
18:00 ROBIN HOOD  12A
18:45 THE NUTCRACKER AND THE FOUR REALMS  PG
20:30 THE OLD MAN AND THE GUN  12A
21:00 LUCKY  15

SUNDAY 23
12:00/15:00 MARY POPPINS RETURNS  
12:00 THE GRINCH  U
16:15 WARU  15
18:00 THE NUTCRACKER AND THE FOUR REALMS  PG
18:15 ROBIN HOOD  12A
20:15 THE OLD MAN AND THE GUN  12A
20:45 LUCKY  15

MONDAY 24
11:45 THE NUTCRACKER AND THE FOUR REALMS PG
12:15/14:00 MARY POPPINS RETURNS  
15:00 THE GRINCH  U
17:00 IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE U - FREE SHOWING
17:00 LUCKY  15

WEDNESDAY 26
11:30 THE GRINCH  U
12:00/15:00 MARY POPPINS RETURNS  
13:30 THE NUTCRACKER AND THE FOUR REALMS  PG
15:45 ROBIN HOOD  12A
18:00 THE OLD MAN AND THE GUN  12A
18:15 LUCKY  15

THURSDAY 27
12:00/15:00/16:30 MARY POPPINS RETURNS  
12:00 ALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET  PG
14:30 THE GRINCH  U
18:00 THE NUTCRACKER AND THE FOUR REALMS  PG
19:15 LUCKY  15
20:15 THE OLD MAN AND THE GUN  12A

Excitement as fi rst acts 
named for Oban Live 2019

winning band’s achievements have reached 
incredible heights with their groundbreak-
ing fusion of traditional Scottish music and 
rock-pop anthems which they proudly call 
Bagrock.

Hitting the stage on Saturday, Lucy 
Spraggan will perform her trademark 
sound of rap dropped into sing-along folk 
style numbers. Lucy appeared on the X 
Factor in 2012 and her audition video has 
been viewed more than 40 million times. 
She netted her fourth top 40 album in 
January last year and her � � h album is due 
for release in early 2019.

Elephant Sessions, winners of Live Act of the 
Year at the 2018 MG ALBA Scots Trad Music 
Awards, hail from the Highlands of Scotland 
and have exploded onto the indie folk scene 
with unparalleled e� ect. � ey are currently 
� nalising their third album due for release in 
March 2019 and Oban Live, on Friday June 7, 
will be part of their UK album tour.

In their � ve years, Scottish � rebrands 
Talisk have stacked up several major 
awards for their explosively energetic yet 
artfully woven sound, including 2017’s 
Folk Band of the Year and a £25,000 

Belhaven Bursary for Innovation in Music 
2018, both at the MG ALBA Scots Trad 
Music Awards.  � ey play Oban Live on 
Saturday June 8.

JigJam are a multi-award winning quartet 
from the heart of the midlands in Ireland. 

Blending the best of traditional Irish mu-
sic with Bluegrass and Americana in a new 
genre which has been branded as I Grass 
(Irish in� uenced Bluegrass), the Oban 
Live audience can expect to be captivated 
by their onstage energy along with their 
virtuosic musical ability on Friday June 7.

Described as one of Scotland’s � nest 
musical exports with their spectacular 
trademark fusion of folk, trad, rock and 
Americana, Skerryvore, Saturday’s head-
liners, are a multi award-winning eight-
piece male line-up and � rm favourites on 
the festival scene. � e band created Oban 
Live in 2016 a� er 6,000 people came to their 
10th anniversary Oban concert Decade the 
previous year.

More acts for Oban Live 2019 are expected 
to be announced in the coming months.

Tickets are on sale now and available via 
www.obanlive.com. 
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Trump put in a special guest 
appearance at Benderloch 
and North Connel’s panto 
this year.

�e group kept its promise 
that this year’s Cinderella 
pantomime would be dif-
ferent and  so it was – set in 
Rockville High.

�ere was a very di�erent 
ending with  the surprise 
arrival on stage by President 
Trump, (Finlay McLuckie) 
who was interested in 
appointing the wick-
ed  step-mother, Roxette, 
played by Carol Evans, to his 
administration. Even she, 
however, preferred the palace 
dungeon to his o�er of a post 
with him.

More than 1,200 folk, 
young and old, hissed, booed 
and cheered their way during 
the four performances,  two 
of which were sell-outs and, 
from comments made to 
cast members and on social 
media, the  pantomime was 
voted a great success.

Emma Law, a great Buttons, 
delighted the crowd and kept 
the show moving along won-
derfully well.  �e two ugly 
sisters, George Hamilton 
and Colin Felgate, a couple 
of ‘Old Hound Dogs’, were a 
great comedy duo sparking 
o� each other as they ad-
libbed freely leaving the 
poor prompter,  Murdoch 

MacDougall, in their wake 
as he tried, vainly, to follow 
them on his script.

�e romance was provided 
by Jamie Rodgers and Aimie 
Baker, Prince Charming 
and Cinderella,  respectively, 
who also provided the lovely 
duets. No one who was there 
will forget the fabulous end-
ing to act one as Cinderella 

alighted her glittering car-
riage to be taken to the ball 
while singing If I Can Dream 
beautifully.

Ellen Mackechnie was 
excellent as she alternated 
between being a girl, in love 
with Buttons, and  being 
the prince’s manservant, 
Dandini.

Calum McLuckie rocked 
and rolled throughout the 
show as the king who was 
fascinated by Elvis especially 
considering that he was far 
too young to remember Elvis 
apart from the occasional ad-
vertisement on TV.

Members of Benderloch 
and North Connel Drama 
Club youth section played 
their roles very well  and the 
youngsters of Oban Dance 
Academy played their part in 
the show.

North Connel panto 
comes up 'Trump's

Cinderella was a huge hit, 
particularly the ugly sisters 
aka Colin Felgate and 
George Hamilton.

A second CD has just been 
released of the BBC recordings 
of the late Donald M MacLeod 
of Islay.

Donald, who lived all his life 
in Portnahaven, was a Mòd 
gold medallist and Traditional 
Music Hall of Fame inductee.

All proceeds will go to two 
charities which are lifelines for 
Argyll and beyond – Scotland’s 
Charity Air Ambulance and 
the RNLI on Islay. Donald 
had great admiration for both 
organisations.

Helen MacGregor, Scotland’s 
Charity Air Ambulance 
(SCAA) fundraising manager, 
said: ‘It feels a �tting tribute 
that money raised through 
the sale of Donald’s CD will 
help SCAA to keep on saving 
and improving lives across the 
country, particularly in remote 
and rural areas.’

David MacLellan, Islay RNLI 
coxswain, added: ‘It is great the 
talents of a local artist will help 
local charities in this way.’

�e new CD is entitled 
Gad Chuimhneachadh 

(Remembering You), which 
is also one of the signature 
tracks. It comprises a range of 
favourites from the Highlands 
and Islands, including Fagail 
Steornabhagh, Sine Bhan and 
a rousing version of An t-ei-
lean Muileach, recorded with 
Bobby MacLeod in Bunessan.

�e CD is available across 
Islay, and Oban Music in Argyll 
Square, Oban. Orders by post 
can be taken via the RNLI 
(Christine) on 01496 840261 
or via Scotland’s Charity Air 
Ambulance, h.macgregor@
scaa.com

A review of the CD by 
Kenneth �omson of the 
Glasgow Gaelic Musical 
Association said: ‘Donald’s 
daughter Fiona and I had a 
conversation about the pos-
sibility of making a further 
CD  using the many other 
recordings in the possession 
of the BBC and I was delighted 
when Fiona sent me a copy 
of the �nished product Gad 
Chuimhneachadh – and what 
a delight it is.’

Proceeds from new 
Donald M MacLeod 
CD to go to charities

OBAN 
Glencruitten  
Church Hall, 
Glencruitten Road 
Wednesday 9.30am, 
11.30am, 5.30pm & 
7.30pm
Tel: Gillian  

07796 040 803

FORT WILLIAM 
Starts  
Thursday 24th 
January 
Salvation Army Hall 
16 Belford Road, 
Fort William
Tel: Gillian  
07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead  
Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona  
07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge, St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm,  
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona  
07880 878 906

With Best Wishes for 
Christmas and New Year

to all relatives and 
friends on Tiree and 

Mainland.
From the MacPhail 

family, Clachan, Tiree.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

To All Relatives, Friends 
and Neighbours 

From 
Seamus McNeill
Glencruitten Dr. 

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to friends in Oban, Lismore, 
Appin, Benderloch,  

Connel, Taynuilt, Lochawe 
and Dalmally 

from James MacArthur, 
Longsdale, Oban

Jean MacVicar 

MacVicar sends 
Christmas wishes along 
with her sincere thanks 

to her neighbours, 
friends, her carers and 
Friday walking group

Mrs Joan Reffin

Cruachan Cottages, 
Taynuilt would like to 
wish all her relatives, 

friends & neighbours a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

Michael Kelly 

will not be sending 
Christmas cards this 
year but wishes all 

family & friends a Merry 
Christmas & a Happy 

New Year

A Merry 
Christmas & a 
healthy New 

Year 

to relatives and 
friends from Catherine 

Ferguson, Connel

Your personal Christmas messages 
to friends and family, near and far
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Across

1 Chest protector (3,4)

5 Inmate who's never getting out (5)

8 Electrical connector (9,4)

9 Use (3)

10 Landing field (9)

12 Containing iron (6)

13 Prickly plant (6)

15 Instrument used by Swiss herders (9)

16 Relieve (3)

18 Party game (9,4)

20 Out of sight (5)

21 Monks (7)

Down

1 Wrap up (5)

2 Hiding explosive devises (5-8)

3 Hobby (9)

4 Someone who has fleed from their own 
country (6)

5 Shelter (3)

6 Completion of a motion (6-7)

7 Keep under control (7)

11 Found the cause of (9)

12 Trailer part of a lorry without sides (7)

14 Swamp (6)

17 Steamed puddings (5)

19 Couple (3)
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For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Your local radio listings
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 
breakfast show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish 
repeat, 10.00 The Comfort Zone with Lesley 
Blair Simmonds, 13.00 Doug Carmichael in 
the afternoon. 17.00 Drivetime with Camp-
bell Cameron, 19.00 Country meets Rock 
& Roll with Len Ford & Kenny MacLachlan 
alternating.  21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with 
Gordon Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with 
Andy and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with 

Molly Black, 15.00 Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19.00 Christine’s collection, 21.00 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 22.00 Margo till midnight then 
Through the night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig,  21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 
Midnight through the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee. 10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 19.00 Sounds Scottish 
with Archie Darling, 20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 
Margo till Midnight then Through the night 
with Clyde 2 and the Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning with 
Breege, 11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan 
MacKechnie, 13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday 
afternoon with the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New 
Country show - David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum 
& Bass - Graham Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through 
the night with the Greatest Hits.

Unusual take on swimming trunks
Oban Photographic Club members enjoyed some constructive criticism  when club 
secretary Katy Weir judged entries in the latest competition. Trees and forests in Argyll 
was the subject and individual trees or forest scenes were to be the main focus of the 
images. The winning image was amusingly titled ‘Swimming trunks’ and was entered by 
club president Graham Cameron.

Skipinnish are at Oban’s 
Corran Halls this Saturday 
with a special appearance 
from Oban High School Pipe 
Band.

� e band, which last played 
with the young pipers at this 
summer’s Oban Live, now 
has eight million Spotify 
streams and millions of 
YouTube hits under its 
collective belts.

A� er a stellar 2017, which 
saw the band being named 
Live Act of the Year at the 
Trad Music Awards, the 
Skipinnish juggernaut has 
continued to gather pace 
through 2018 selling out 
gigs all over the country, 
including a ground breaking 
show at the Usher Hall and a 
return to the famous 
Barrowland Ballroom in 
Glasgow.

Skipinnish 
joins forces 
with school 
pipers

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Crossword
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Across

1 Chest protector (3,4)

5 Inmate who's never getting out (5)

8 Electrical connector (9,4)

9 Use (3)

10 Landing field (9)

12 Containing iron (6)

13 Prickly plant (6)

15 Instrument used by Swiss herders (9)

16 Relieve (3)

18 Party game (9,4)

20 Out of sight (5)

21 Monks (7)

Down

1 Wrap up (5)

2 Hiding explosive devises (5-8)

3 Hobby (9)

4 Someone who has fleed from their own 
country (6)

5 Shelter (3)

6 Completion of a motion (6-7)

7 Keep under control (7)

11 Found the cause of (9)

12 Trailer part of a lorry without sides (7)

14 Swamp (6)

17 Steamed puddings (5)

19 Couple (3)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Luxurious accommodation at the four-star  
Royal Hotel and Ugadale Hotel & Cottages

Delicious 3-course dinners at Harbourview 
Grille or Kintyre Restaurant + Bar

Live music performances

DINNER - 7:30 PM | LIVE MUSIC - 9:30 PM

The Twisted Melons & Friends
HARBOURVIEW GRILLE

Cean Tir 
 (Ross Kennedy, Frank Rochford, Jamie Kennedy, and Ross Connor)

KINTYRE RESTAURANT + BAR

TO MAKE A ROOM OR DINNER RESERVATION, EMAIL 
RESERVATIONS@MACHDUNES.COM OR CALL 01586 810 019

MACHRIHANISH DUNES
C E L E B R A T E  H O G M A N A Y  A T
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St Mary’s 
Fort William

Mass of 
Christmas Night

Christmas Eve 10pm
(carol service 9.45pm)
(No Midnight Mass)

Christmas 
Morning 

Mass 10.30am

ST ANDREWS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

High Street, Fort William
Christmas Eve - Monday 24th December

11.45pm Midnight Mass
And Blessing Of Crib

Christmas Day - Tuesday 25th December
10.45am Family Eucharist

All Are Welcome 

Christmas 
Services in 

Fort William 
& Lochaber

VISITATION AT TAYNUILT
Canon Fraser wishes you all a peaceful 

and Happy Christmas & New Year

24th December
Carols at 11.30pm

followed by midnight mass

25th December
10.30 a.m. Christmas Mass

ALL WELCOME

Salvation Army Church 
& Community Centre

18-20 Stevenson Street,
Oban PA34 5NA  

Tel: 01631 563652
or 07501 655 954

We would like to thank all our 
supporters for their continuing 
generosity and wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Please join us for the Cafe
Christmas Party on Saturday 
22nd Dec - drop in from 12noon 
to 2pm for festive food and 
entertainment - and for Worship 
on Sunday 23rd at 11am.
NB. There will be no Worship
Service on Dec 31st.

Registered charity no: 214779
Scotland SCO09259

entertainment - and for Worship 

NB. There will be no Worship

Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Christmas Services in Oban & Lorn




KILMORE & OBAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
Christmas Services

Monday 24 December     
Christmas Eve

7.00pm for all the family
9.00pm Kilmore

Watchnight  11.30pm
Tuesday 25 December
Christmas Day 10.30am 

For more information please contact the Church 
Offi ce, Mon-Fri 9am-1pm

Tel:01631 562405 
E Mail:obancofs@btinternet.com

Website:www.obanchurch.com

 


 











St. Columba’s 
Cathedral Oban     

Monsignor James L MacNeil
Wishes you all a peaceful, holy and 

Happy Christmas Season

All Welcome

Vigil Mass & Blessing of Crib:          
5.00pm (Monday)

Carol Service followed 
by Midnight Mass:

11.30pm
Christmas Day Mass:                                     

10.30am

St John’s Episcopal Cathedral, George Street, Oban.

A warm welcome to 
‘Come & Celebrate Christmas’

Thursday December 20th
7.30pm~Candlelight Carol Service

Mince pies & mulled wine/ non-alcoholic punch

Christmas Eve
3pm ~ Crib Service 

Children invited to come dressed as Nativity characters as we 
retell the Christmas story and sing carols

11.15pm 
Candlelight Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 
10.15am ~ Christmas Eucharist 

for all the family
We wish you a truly ‘wonder-� lled’ Christmas

ST MARY’S ARISAIG
Monday 24th

Carols at 11.40pm followed by Midnight Mass
Christmas Day

Family mass 10.30am

GLENFINNAN
Monday 24th

Ecumenical Carol Service 6pm
7pm Vigil

A full guide to your local church services this festive season.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 20 December 201836 FARMING

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Around the markets
Islay – On Monday 
December 10, United 
Auctions held its annual 
Christmas sale of all 
classes lambs and sheep 
at Islay Auction Mart 
when a catalogued entry 
of 2,318 sold to a strong 
force of mainland 
buyers. Lambs sold to 
average £58.63 per head 
or 168.3 pence per kilo 
(+ £12.26 per head or + 
28.73 pence per kilo). 
Most lots of lambs 
weighing 36kg upwards 
were selling from £70 
to a top of £80.50 for 
an outstanding pen of 
Su� olk crosses from 
Sunderland Farm. A 
quality pen of Texel 
Crosses from Ardbeg 
led the kilo prices at 
208 pence. A pen of 47 
Blackface wedder lambs 
from Kilchiaran led this 
section at £69.
Principal lots and 
prices:
Top prices per head:
Lambs.
SUFFx: £80.50 
– Sunderland: 
£75.00 – Starchmill: 
£75.00 – 6 Church Way: 
£75.00 – Sunderland: 
£74.00 – Ballachlaven: 
£70.50 – Lossit: 
£69.50 – Islay Estates: 
£69.50 – Uiskentuie: 
£69.50 – Sunderland: 
£69.00 – Coille: 
£69.00 – Octofad: 
£68.50 – Achnaclach: 
£68.50 – Duich: 
£67.50 – Ardbeg: £67.50 
– Pairc A Chlassan: 
£67.00 – Coille: 
£65.50 – Ballimartin: 
£65.50 – Octofad: 

£65.00 – Ballachlaven: 
£65.00 – Carrabus.
TEXx: £78.00 and 
£77.00 – Bayview: 
£75.00 – Ardbeg: £74.50 
– Bayview: £74.00 – 
Carrabus: £74.00, £73.00 
and £69.00 – Bayview: 
£68.50 – Lossit: 
£68.00 – View� eld: 
£67.00 – Carrabus: 
£65.50 – Bayview: 
£65.50 – Ardbeg: £65.00 
– Bayview.
CHAx: £61.50 – Eresaid.
CHEVx: £66.00 
– Keppols.
CROSS: £75.00 – 
Ardbeg: £74.50 – Pairc 
A Chlassan: £73.50 and 
£70.00 – Kilchiaran: 
£70.00 – Sunderland: 
£69.00 – Pairc A 
Chlassan: £66.50 
– Kilchiaran: 
£63.50 – Smaladh: 
£62.50 – Achnaclach: 
£62.00 – Islay Estates: 
£62.00 – Duich: £60.50 
– View� eld.
MULE: £75.00 – Coille: 
£63.50 – Islay Estates.
BF: £69.00 – Kilchiaran: 
£69.00 – Uiskentuie: 
£62.00 – Kilchiaran: 
£60.50 – Lossit: 
£57.50 – Kilchiaran: 
£55.50 – Coille: £54.50 
– Uiskentuie: £53.50 
– Islay Estates: £53.00 
– View� eld: £51.50 – 
Duich: £51.00 – Islay 
Estates: £50.50 – Carn.
Ewes:
TEXx: £71.00 – Islay 
Estates: £61.50 
– Dunlossit Keills.
CHEVx: £60.00 
– Kilbride.
CROSS: £48.00 
– View� eld.

MULE: £62.00 – Pairc A 
Chlassan: £58.00 – Islay 
Estates.
BF: £35.00 – Uiskentuie.
Top prices per kilo.
Lambs.
SUFFx: 194p – Islay 
Estates: 190p 
– Portantruan: 190p 
– Ballachlaven: 186p 
– Islay Estates: 181p – 
Duich: 181p – Smaladh: 
181p – Islay Estates: 
180p – Achnaclach.
TEXx: 208p – Ardbeg: 
201p – Bayview: 196p – 
Carn: 193p – Dunlossit 
Keills: 186p – View� eld: 
184p – Ardbeg: 181p – 
Bayview: 181p – Islay 
Estates: 181p – Duich: 
180p – Carrabus.
CHEV: 192p – 
Achnaclach: 183p 
– Duich.
CROSS: 183p – Bayview: 
181p – Smaladh: 
179p – Keppols: 176p – 
Kilchiaran: 173p – Pairc 
A Chlassan: 172p and 
170p – Duich: 170p 
– Coille.
MULE: 173p – Islay 
Estate: 170p – Coille.
BF: 175p – Kilchiaran: 
173p – Coille: 168p 
– Kilchiaran: 168p – 
Duich: 166p – Lossit: 
165p – View� eld: 164p – 
Kilchiaran: 163p – Islay 
Estates.

Stirling – Caledonian 
Marts Ltd on Monday 
December 17 held its 
last store sale of the 
year comprising of 47 
store cattle and suckled 
calves. Heifers sold 
to 244p for a British 
Blue from TE and I J 

Davies, Low Penniver, 
Campbeltown and to 
£1,100 from the same 
home. Bullocks sold 
to 211p for a pen of 
Limousins from D 
McKenzie, Ardgate, 
Gartocharn and 
to £850 from Barr 
Farms, Meldrum, 
Blairdrummond.
Other leading prices
Bullocks per head: £790 
Ardgate;
Bullocks per kilo: 208p 
Ardgate;
Heifers per head: £1,100 
Low Peninver £990 Low 
Peninver;
Heifers per kilo: 221p 
Low Peninver, 214p and 
202p Low Peninver.
Also forward were 1,132 
store and feeding sheep 
at the last store sale for 
2018.
Again all classes of 
lambs keenly bid for and 
maintained recent high 
prices.
Top price of the day 
went to JW Harrison 
Auchtygemmell for a 
pen of Texels at £75.00.
Other leading lamb 
prices:
Texel £73 Standingfauld; 
Cont £72 Wester 
Tillyrie; 
Beltex £68 Lawhead of 
Stobwood;
Mule £66 Shandwell;
Chev £54 Touchie;
BF £48.50 Touchie;
Feeding ewes:
Tex £56 Dalmeny;
Mule £56 � e Paddock;
BF £40 � e Paddock.

• Agricultural Consultancy 
• Estate Management 
• Livestock Records

Tel/Fax 01631 710002  
e-mail info@agrimony.co.uk

Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year to all our customers 
from everyone at Agrimony

Agrimony LtdAgrimony LtdAgrimony Ltd

C. Hodge Fencing
Hodge Fencing and Argyll Woodfuels 

would like to wish all their customers 
and friends a Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year. 
We’re looking forward to seeing 

everyone in the New Year.
C. HODGE FENCING 

01631 563271 www.hodgefencing.co.uk01631 563271 www.hodgefencing.co.uk

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Minimum rate of pay 
is set for farm workers

Mystery surrounds 
injured sheep in Ford

A single minimum level of 
pay for agricultural workers 
has been agreed by the 
Scottish Agricultural Wages 
Board (SAWB).

� e decision means that 
from April 1, 2019, a single 
minimum hourly rate for 
all agricultural workers, 
irrespective of age and 
duties, that is equal to the 
UK Government’s National 
Living Wage of £8.21.

� ere is an increase of 30p 
in the hourly rate to £5.30 
for workers who undertake 
an SCQF Level 4 or 5 
Modern Apprenticeship in 
Agriculture or equivalent 
quali� cation.

� ere is also recognition by 
the SAWB that the combined 
window for completion of 
both of these quali� cations 
is now 18 months, and an in-
crease of 5p in the additional 
sum of £1.25 per hour for 
workers who have an appro-
priate quali� cation.

� ere will be an increase of 
24p in the additional allow-
ance of £6.24 per working 
dog up to a maximum of four 
dogs.

And there will be an 
increase in the daily rate of 
the o� set for accommodation 
other than a house that is 
equal to the rate under the 
UK Government’s National 
Minimum Wage of £7.55

A revised wages order 
detailing the SAWB’s agreed 
changes will come into e� ect 
on April 1, 2019, together 
with a supportive guide to ag-
ricultural wages in Scotland.

� e Scottish Agricultural 
Wages Board is an auton-
omous body established 
under the Agricultural Wage 
(Scotland) Act 1949. 

� e board exists to set 
minimum rates of pay and 
other conditions of service 
for agricultural workers in 
Scotland and comprises 17 
members.

An injured sheep found in Ford 
may have been shot, according 
to local reports.

� e Ederline tup is thought 
to have been injured overnight 
on Friday/Saturday December 
7-8.

Initially believed to be the 
result of a dog attack, the sheep 
was le�  with a mangled and 
bloody face and eventually had 
to be put down.

With the cause of the injuries 
uncon� rmed, some locally be-
lieve the tup was shot, though 
this has not been con� rmed by 
the police.

Inspector Julie McLeish said: 
‘Police Scotland received a 

report of a sheep that had died 
in the Ford area. 

‘� e injury was initially 
thought to have been a dog 
attack which occurred be-
tween Friday December 7 and 
Saturday December 8.

‘Following an initial exami-
nation of the sheep, the injury 
does not appear to have been 
caused by a dog attack and in-
quiries are ongoing to con� rm 
what took place.

‘We would appeal for anyone 
who witnessed shooting in the 
area around that time or has 
any information to contact 
Lochgilphead Police Station – 
telephone 101.’

Eventful year is 
nearing its end

By Ewen Campbell,
SRUC’s Kirkton and Auchtertyre 

farms manager
So Christmas is almost upon 
us once again and it has 
certainly been a very eventful 
year when more than just the 
weather went to extremes.

As winter drew to a close 
we were battered by the 
‘Beast from the East’ and sadly 
it was just too much for many 
hill sheep. However, at the 
same time, those lucky enough 
to still have some fat lambs to 
sell enjoyed a bumper trade, 
the best seen for many years – 
maybe ever.

Unfortunately, those � nish-
ers who bene� ted from this 
windfall did nothing to  help 
the price of store lambs this 
back end and small Blackface 
lambs struggled to sell.

Grassland management was 
also a challenge with nearly 
18 months of persistent rain 
coming to an end mid way 
through lambing and turning 
to near drought conditions 
by mid July. Great for making 
hay and silage but the crop was 
very light.

Normal conditions returned 
in August and, when they 
did, the grass growth was tre-
mendous. We even managed a 
second cut of silage, something 
which no one here can remem-
ber happening before.

� e autumn has been okay 
and the ewes are in great 
condition so hopefully we can 
look forward to a decent crop 
of lambs next year.

� e farms’ activities are 
winding down a bit before 
Christmas. Our last batch of 
lambs has been sent to the ab-
attoir. In total, 421 lambs were 
sold, mostly going to Scotbeef, 

though one group of 48  was 
sold through UA in Stirling as 
we had so many ready at one 
time and Scotbeef could not 
take any more.

Grades have been pretty 
consistent this year; 78 per cent 
fell within the market speci� -
cation of R2 or better with over 
half getting R3L. Some lambs 
went over fat and received 
grades of R3H and U3H, which 
do not receive as high a price 
but Scotbeef could not always 
take the lambs, so they had to 
stay in the shed until we could 
get them booked in.

Overall, it has been a very 
successful lamb � nishing 
season with good grades and 
good prices. � e ewe lambs 
have been sent to o� -wintering 
as usual – 267 went to their 
usual wintering in Airdrie and 
136 went to SRUC Crichton in 
Dumfries. � ey will come back 
in March next year.

All our rams are with the 
ewes now for the mating sea-

son, and we will then put them 
into their chasing groups just 
before Christmas and the rams 
will come out in the new year.

� e Aberdeen-Angus cows 
are in the shed for the winter, 
a little bit earlier than usual. 
� is is to save on silage as they 
eat a fair bit less when they are 
inside. � e downside is that we 
use more straw, but straw has 
not been too hard to source 
whereas hay has been very dif-
� cult to � nd. So we plan to use 
the very dry � rst cut haylage 
we made to feed to the sheep, 
instead of hay.

Our Highland cows will 
be outside all winter as they 
hardly notice the weather.

With all the beasties in their 
right place, my colleagues and 
I have also been busy with oth-
er research and demonstration 
activities.

We have had a number of 
visitors this past month. In 
particular, we had a group of 
farmers from Estonia, from 

the island of Muhu. � ey 
were quite impressed with 
the breadth of research and 
demonstration we are doing 
here on the farms.

On the continental vein, 
my colleague Claire Morgan-
Davies has also participated 
in the fourth  international 
SheepNet workshop in 
Sardinia.

As you may recall, SheepNet 
is an EU project based on 
networking and exchanges of 
good practices between farm-
ers, advisers and consultants 
in Europe, to improve sheep 
productivity. SRUC is one of 
the project partners.

� is workshop in  Sardinia 
was quite a large one, with 10 
sheep countries represented, 
and around 80 participants. 
� ere were many oppor-
tunities for discussion and 
exchanges.

As well as an indoor session, 
which particularly focused on 
ewe body condition scoring, 
as well as on use of technol-
ogy, participants also had a 
day of visits. � ey saw two 
Sardinian dairy farms. � eir 
schedule is di� erent from our 
systems here, and they were 
already lambing, in time for 
providing milk lambs for the 
Christmas market, and having 
a high milk production for the 
Pecorino cheese production. 
� ere was also a visit to one of 
the large co-operative owned 
cheese factories in the area that 
makes the Sardinian pecorino 
and ricotta cheeses. � ese 
events are always a really good 
occasion to exchange practices, 
ideas and cultures about sheep 
production.

I wish you a merry Christmas 
and happy New Year.

Sheep cheese spread in Sardinia from all the SheepNet 
countries – more than 20 di� erent ones.

We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all seasons 

greetings and a prosperous  New 
Year, and we thank you for your 

custom during 2018

We would like to take
this opportunity to wish

you all a happy Christmas
and a prosperous New
Year, and we thank you

for your custom
during 2005

Slàinte
Mhath

Dhuibh Uile
* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM £7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.

£6.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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to all our customers

 SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL    ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

West Coast PROPERTIES

Ailt-á-Mhuillin, BALLACHULISH, Argyll, PH49 4LB
Tel: 01855 811641  Fax: 01855 811013

Mobiles: 07970 824252 or 07970 824506
E-Mail: ksrefrigerationservices@btconnect.com

Wishing all our customers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Heat Pump Installations

On Call 24/7

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames,

machinery, building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com    www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

Merry christmas to all our customers

Reducing condensation at home this Christmas
When you think of Christmas, you probably think of good 
food, family and friends – it’s the perfect time to get to-
gether. However, the mix of cold weather, extra people and 
cooking can add to unwanted condensation in your home. 

Condensation is caused by steam or water vapour com-
ing into contact with cold surfaces such as walls, ceilings 
and windows, and, if allowed to persist, can result in mould 
forming on interior surfaces and even on furnishings. If you 
live in a new home, some condensation can be the result 

of evaporation of moisture from building materials, but 
changes to your routine over the Christmas period can 
also increase levels of moisture in the home.  NHBC, the 
UK’s leading warranty provider for new homes, is o� ering 
all home owners some tips to help reduce condensation 
this Christmas.

In the kitchen
Cooking a big Christmas dinner with all the trimmings 
means you will have lots of pots and pans bubbling 
away. Turn your extractor fan on and leave the lids on 
your saucepans. Keep your kitchen door closed to stop 
steam escaping into other rooms and open a small 
window.
In living areas
Living areas will become warmer than usual with 
all the extra people you are entertaining. When the 
warmth from indoors meets the colder external walls 
and windows, condensation will start to form. Turn the 
thermostat down a few degrees and have windows 
slightly open to allow air to circulate. 

In the bathroom
If you have friends and relatives staying over the 
festive period, the bath and shower will be in use more 
often. If you have an extractor fan in the bathroom, 
ask your guests to turn it on while they shower, or 
leave a window open to allow steam to escape.  Keep 
the bathroom door shut at all times to stop excess 
moisture circulating throughout the house. 
Doing the laundry
You’ll want to keep on top of your laundry so your 
party out� t and Christmas jumper is always ready to 
wear.  Try to avoid drying clothes indoors, especially 
on radiators, but, if you do need to, hang the clothes 
in one room which is heated and ventilated with the 
door shut. If you have a tumble dryer, make sure the 
venting duct leads outside – unless it is a self-condens-
ing dryer.

Further advice and guidance on how to avoid 
condensation and prevent its e� ects, including mould 
growth, can be found in NHBC’s guide to your new 
home, which is available as a free download from 
www.nhbc.co.uk.

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY



 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc
and all 4 x 4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and

non runners/MOT failures, High Mileage
etc considered. Best prices paid.

Will collect.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED
 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 

free collection anywhere. Land Rover 
Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range 

Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 

Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, 
Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 

Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. Single vehicles 
or  � eet purchases. Any age nearly new 
or old, any conditions from perfect to 

written o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, 
high mileage, blown engine, overheating 

etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash 
price guaranteed.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

WA N T E D
Wanted for immediate cash 

payment and free collection all 
types of of 4x4 vehicles double 

cab  and single cabs pickups 
shogun landrover defenders 

Isuzu Landcruiser Navara l200 
Toyota Hilux discovery  any 
vehicle considered old or 

new any condition running or 
not high miles rotten chassis 
over heating  top price paid 

without any hassle we also buy 
motorhomes touring caravans 

and commercial vans and trucks

Tel 07703490572 or email 
balgowan4wd@gmail.com

 ask for Robert

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440
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CAR SALES AND 
MECHANICAL
SERVICES

Unit 1 Caol Industrial Estate, Fort William
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624  Mobile: 07866552902

www.kmfcars.com

Wishing all their 
customers a Merry 

Christmas and happy 
New Year

Merry Christmas
from your local business!



HELENSBURGH MOTORS

01436 672779101-103 E Clyde St, Helensburgh G84 7PJ

_

With contrasting red accent pack, Touch 
screen Dab radio, window tints, 
7044 miles

Tronic Quattro, �nished in white with
Black leather, cruise control,  41210 miles

12/62 Audi Q5 
2.0 S-Line plus 2.0 TDi S

Cruise
Control

Metallic dark grey, grey cloth interior, 
navigation, parking pack, cruise control. 

15/15 Ford Mondeo 
2.0 Tdi Titanium Estate Navigation

7 seat Automatic, Finished in Starlight 
Black with black leather 

18/18 Toyota 
Landcruiser
Invincible  2.8 D-4D

Automatic
16/66 Yaris
Orange edition 1.33 VVti

Orange twist with back cloth seats, panoramic 
roof, Bi tone alloys, reversing camera, air con,  
20567 miles

Bi tone 
alloys

Dark grey metallic, grey cloth interior, 
heated seats, symmetrical AWD

16/16 Subaru XV
2.0D SE Heated 

seats
16/16 Toyota Yaris
1.33 VVTi Icon Auto

Sintra Blue, reversing camera, air con, full 
service history balance of 5 year Toyota 
warranty

Reversing camera, climate control, full 
service history balance of 5 year Toyota 
warranty

Balance 
of 5yr 

Warranty

15/15 Toyota Auris 
1.2T Icon Orion Blue

Pictures for illustration only, visit

www.helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

Was£19,995
NOW £19,495 SAVE £500

Was£13,495
NOW £13,195 SAVE £300

Was£47,495
NOW £46,495 SAVE £1000

Was£10,295
NOW £9,995 SAVE £300

Was£15,995
NOW £15,495 SAVE £500

Was£9,995
NOW £9,795 SAVE £200

Black partial leather interior, auto Lights,
auto wipers, cruise control, dual zone
25272 miles

Black leather, carbon pack, Toyota touch and 
go Sat nav, parking sensors

Chili red with grey cloth Reversing camera, 
auto light, auto wipers , only 20400 miles

18/18 Subaru
Outback SE 
Premium 2.0D

Heated 
seats

Was£29,995
NOW £28,995 SAVE £1000

Crystal white with black leather, symmetrical 
AWD, Eyesight, Heated seats, navigation

with contrasting interior, reversing camera, 
aircon, alloys, 12500 miles

Was£6,995
NOW £6,795 SAVE £200

15/65Toyota
Aygo X-cite 
1.0 3Dr Cyan Blue

Alloys 
Full

Service 
History

Was£9,295
NOW £8,995 SAVE £300

Dark grey cloth, Sat nav, heated seats, 
climate control, 36900 miles

Toyota Auris 1.6d
Business edition Denim Blue

Grey cloth, pro pack plus, reversing camera, 
aircon, only 18100 miles

Grey cloth, reversing camera, Aircon  £0 road 
tax 36250 miles

16/16 Toyota Gt86
2.0 manual   Orange Sat

Nav

Was£18,995
NOW £18,495 SAVE £500

15/15 Yaris hybrid Excel
1.5 CVT  Chilli red Climate 

Control

Was£19,995
NOW £19,495 SAVE £500

17/67  Toyota Aygo 
X-Press, White Reversing 

Camera

Was£9,995
NOW £8,995 SAVE £1000

13/63 Toyota Yaris T4
Hybrid auto Glacier pearl 
white

Reversing 
Camera

Was£10,495
NOW £9,495 SAVE £500

16/16  Toyota Yaris
Icon Hybrid  Chilli red Reversing 

Camera

Was£11,495
NOW £10,495 SAVE £1000

14/14 Toyota Yaris
1.33 vvti Icon +  Chili red Cruise 

Control

Was£7,995
NOW £7,295 SAVE £700

Was£9,495
NOW £9,195 SAVE £300

Sat
Nav

Massive Sale Event 27th - 13th January 2019



W D Semple would like to thank 
all our customers and wish them 

Seasons Greetings and a 
Happy & Prosperous New Year.

LORN TAXIS
Leave your car at home this Christmas

Call 01631 564744 
Seven/eight seater 

& wheelchair access available
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year To All Our Customers

ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE

WORK CARRIED OUT FOR 
ALL MAJOR INSURANCE 

COMPANIES

GENERAL MOTOR REPAIRS

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Glengallan Industrial Estate, Oban. Tel: 01631 566009
email: info@cjautos-oban.co.uk

www.cjautos-oban.co.uk

Merry 
    Christmas



Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
from

HAZELBANK 
MOTORS LTD

FOR ALL YOUR 
MOTORING NEEDS 

CONTACT 01631 566476

Slipway Autos Ltd
New and Used Car Sales

Specialist in VW / SEAT & Skoda

Slipway Autos Ltd, Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
Mobile - 07956 764375 (Martin - Salesman)

All garage services - MOT Testing (classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing & Repairs and body work repairs

Merry Xmas & Happy New Year 
to all our customers
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Processing Operatives
Location: Cairndow
Salary: £8.74 per hour

Why work with us?

•  £150 million turnover
• 500 + staff  (conti nually growing)
• We sell to over 26 countries around the world
• We are an internati onally recognised pioneer in Aquaculture
• We have won many awards for training and developing staff 
• Sustainability is at the core of all our acti viti es

The Scotti  sh Salmon Company produces Scotland’s Finest Sea Loch Fresh Salmon with 
Pride and Passion.

With our head offi  ce in Scotland’s capital, Edinburgh, we breed, rear and process 
superior salmon exclusively in the pristi ne waters of the Scotti  sh Western Highlands 
and Islands. 

We are always looking for ambiti ous and moti vated individuals to join our passionate 
team so if you want to test yourself in a challenging workplace, look no further…

Due to signifi cant growth within the company we are looking to recruit a Processing 
Operati ve to assist in the required day-to-day operati ons within the Processing Plant 
Department and to meet the needs of the company.

What are we looking for?

• Ability to be fl exible and adaptable.
• Positi ve and hardworking.
• Good communicati on skills.
• Team player.
• Ability to work in a fast paced, challenging environment.
• Basic/Intermediate Food Hygiene Certi fi cate (preferred).

In return we offer:

• Competi ti ve salary package
• Market leading pension scheme
• Cycle to work scheme
• Retail discount scheme
• Employee assistance program
• Relocati on support
• Long service Awards
• Free transport to the site

Please feel free to browse our vacancies online www.scotti  shsalmon.com. 
Alternati vely, you can apply by emailing your CV to workwithus@scotti  shsalmon.com

JOINERS WANTED
Full Time Quali� ed Joiners Required 

in the New Year of 2019

Please Telephone R E 
Campbell (Joinery) Ltd 

on 01397 712561
With Your Details And For 

More Information

SAC Consulting Oban is looking for an Agricultural 
Consultant or Trainee Agricultural Consultant on 
a fixed term basis.  You will provide advice and 
support to livestock farmers and rural businesses 
in Argyll & Lochaber on everything from animal 
feeding to grassland management to grants and 
support payments. 
For more details or to apply online go to:   https://
www.sruc.ac.uk/jobs   
SRUC Leading the way in Agricultural and Rural Research, 
Education & Consultancy.

AGRICULTURAL 
CONSULTANT 

Fixed Term  Oban, Argyll
REF: C/CS/066/18

Careplus (Bute)
Careplus are looking for reliable experienced 
Support Staff to work on the Isle of Luing / 
Easdale / Kilmelford - 30 minutes travel time 
south from Oban

Staff will need to be drivers with a car and 
work a 7 days on 7 days off shift pattern.

Staff Enhanced Conditions Include:

• Block Hours per day including Travel days
• All Travel Expenses
• Daily Allowance
• Free Accommodation in the area

If you are interested please contact Careplus:
Tel 01700 502650

Email – info@careplusbute.com

We are currently recruiting for various new 
roles across our Renewi sites in Argyll: 

• Graduate Manager – Oban 

• Site Supervisors – Oban, Lochgilphead and 
Dunoon 

• Regional Maintenance Supervisor – Covers 
region, can be based at any site

• Transport Supervisor - Lochgilphead

We are looking for enthusiastic, motivated 
and hardworking individuals, with a flexible 
and proactive approach to work.

In return you will be rewarded with a 
competitive salary and benefits package, 
including employer enhanced Company 
pension scheme, option to join Share 
Save scheme, and a range of discounts at 
nationwide retailers through our benefits 
partner.

For further information and to apply, 
please visit renewi.livevacancies.co.uk

Closing date for applications is 
13 January 2019.

Are looking for a 
Yard Supervisor/Storeman

• Responsible for the general maintenance of  stores, 
receipt of goods, loading and unloading of vehicles.
• Previous experience essential on the safe working 
practices around stores, workshops and yards.

Send CV and Cover Letter to : 
Recruitment@northwestmarine.co.uk

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your next job 
in the perfect location.

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT
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Trading and 
Operations Manager

Salary:£25,000per annum.  

Full time, temporary post until February 2021, subject to funding. A 
Visitor Experience and Operations Post will be created in January 2021 
for which the Trading and Operations Manager will be eligible to apply.

Closing date:23rdJanuary 2019

Kilmartin Museum is looking for a motivated and enthusiastic individual 
to manage and promote all aspects of the Museum’s visitor experience 
and operations including Museum reception, the café and retail offer-
ing.  A major redevelopment project is underway and the post holder 
will also be responsible for moving to offsite operations at the end of 
2019 and into the new building in 2021.  

Full details of the post and an application pack can be downloaded 
from our websitewww.kilmartin.org/home/get-involved/vacancies/.
Provisional interview date will be 1st February 2019.

Tralee Bay 
Holiday Park

Position: Part time Receptionist

Hours: Saturday/Sunday/Monday 
(9.00 am – 5.30 pm)

Duties: Welcoming guests, taking bookings 
for holidays using database, answering the 
telephone, organising rota for cleaning staff, 
general reception enquiries, laundry for the 

holiday park

Criteria: It’s essential for all applicants to be 
efficient, friendly, enjoy working with members 

of the public and have a good telephone 
manner.

Salary : On application

Enquiries: Please contact Rachel 
on 01631 720255

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

• SITE MANAGERS
• QUANTITY SURVEYOR
• CRANE OPERATOR
• SITE ENGINEER
Posts required for Oban area.

Relevant qualifications desired. 
UK driving license essential.
Please send C.V. to
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk
or call 01546 602989 for further details.

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

THE IDEAL GIFT... 
                   Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars. To see 

all the images from our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk£11.95

including
P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£6.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of 
advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other 
codes.
2   The Publisher does not guaran-
tee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the 
right to cancel or alter the ad-
vertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or 
in person.
5   Cancellation of display 
advertising must be received 
by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, 
the publisher reserves the right to 
invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the 
jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the event 

of any dispute or action by the 
Publisher to recover payment 
from an advertiser, it is agreed 
that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such 
other Court as the Publisher may 
choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution of 
any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in 
the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of 
the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or 
adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to 
the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any 
error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of 
any price paid to the Publisher 
for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a 
type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection 
with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, 

damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result 
of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instruc-
tions supplied to the publication 
in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of 
£75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised 
by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late pay-
ment interest at a rate of 2% and 
this is chargeable on a daily basis 
from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy 
of £10 as an administration fee.  
In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and 
to raise an additional invoice for 
the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an adver-
tisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media 
Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and regis-
tered as a newspaper at the Post 
Office. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk

First Registration of a Croft

Iain David MacKintosh has 
registered their croft 22 
Airds Bay, Ardchattan and 
Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by August 16, 
2019.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number C5522.

Proposed Sublet of a 
Croft by Tenant.

Donald Malcolm MacNeill 
is applying to sublet the 
whole croft at Drumclach, 
Isle of Colonsay in the 
parish of Colonsay and 
Oransay to Colm McNicholl 
of Meall a Charnan, Isle of 
Colonsay, for 10 years.
Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@croft ing.gov.scot 
within 28 days from the 
date of the advert.

Dugald Leslie Cameron 
is applying to assign the 
tenancy of the croft at 
7&8 Corriebeg, Kilmallie 
(Register Number I2223) 
to Christopher Malcolm 
Cameron of Dalaraban, 
Upper Achintore, Fort 
William, PH33 6JR.  
Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.
scot within 28 days from 
the date of this advert. 

Dugald Leslie Cameron 
is applying to assign the 
tenancy of the croft at 
9&10 Corriebeg, Kilmallie 
(Register Number I2224) 
to Christopher Malcolm 
Cameron of Dalaraban, 
Upper Achintore, Fort 
William, PH33 6JR.  
Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.
scot within 28 days from 
the date of this advert.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically 
at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY 
BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically at your 
nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following 
link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/05230/FUL

18/05685/FUL

18/05661/FUL

18/05238/FUL

18/05665/FUL

18/05571/FUL

18/05654/FUL

18/04959/FUL

18/05442/FUL

Allt Breac, Glenmore, 
Acharacle

5 Glenkingie Street, Caol
Fort William

Land 250M SE Of 
Tighnacaoiraich, 
Tomdoun, Invergarry

Residential 
Accommodation
Onich Hotel, Onich
Fort William

St Mary’s House, Gordon 
Square
Fort William

10 Ben Nevis Drive
Ben Nevis Industrial 
Estate, Fort William

Site At Blar Mor And 
Corpach Moss, Banavie, 
Fort William

Former Cameron Centre
Cameron Square
Fort William

Land 30M North Of Coire 
Leis, 75 Camaghael, Fort 
William

Erection of house

Change of use of garage to provide 
additional accommodation

Erect 7 holiday homes

Change of use from Hotel letting 
accommodation to dwellinghouse 
with associated car parking 
provision & access

Change of Use from Class 4 to bar 
and restaurant (licensed premises)  
incorporating Class 9 - Owners and 
Staff Ancillary Accommodation

Change of Use from an office and 
store to a yoga studio

Construction of new college 
building to form a Centre for 
Science & Technology

Erection of two screen cinema 
and cafe/bar (re-advertised due to 
scheme changes)

Erection of holiday house

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

COASTAL FLOOD PROTECTION SCHEME, 
CAOL, FORT WILLIAM

Notice is hereby given that The Highland Council 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of a coastal flood protection 
scheme at:

 Cost £1,000,000

 Location Latitude Longitude

 Caol, Fort William 56º 50.414’ N 005º 06.605’ W
  56º 50.360’ N 005º 06.684’ W
  56º 50.040’ N 005º 06.068’ W
  56º 50.111’ N 005º 05.861’ W
  56º 50.098’ N 005º 05.757’ W
  56º 50.141’ N 005º 05.540’ W
  56º 50.019’ N 005º 05.060’ W

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Caol Library, Caol Community Centre, 
Glenkingie Street, Caol, Fort William, PH33 7DP.

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect 
of the application should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice or 
by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting 
reference: 06796 and The Highland Council. 

Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing 
Operations Team (MS-LOT) determine applications for 
marine licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. During the 
consultation process any person having an interest in the 
outcome of the application may make representation to MS-
LOT. The representation may contain personal information, 
for example a name or address. This representation will only 
be used for the purpose of determining an application and 
will be stored securely in the Scottish Government’s official 
corporate record. Representations will be shared with the 
applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, 
any people or organisations that we consult in relation to 
the application and, where necessary, be published online, 
however personal information will be removed before 
sharing or publishing.

A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.
scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/marine/PrivacyNotice. If 
you are unable to access this, or you have any queries 
or concerns about how your personal information will be 
handled, contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot 
or Marine Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

Argyll and Bute Council
COMMUNITY SERVICES: EDUCATION
EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 1980

CHOICE OF SCHOOL
It is customary for children to attend their local school; however, parents 
may make a written request to place their child in any school under the 
management of the education authority. Such a request is referred to as 
a placing request.
Information concerning the authority’s schools and the procedures to be 
followed in making placing requests is available at every school and at 
the Education Offices, Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon PA23 8AJ 
(Tel: 01369 704000). Information in relation to any particular school is 
available at that school.
Placing requests for session beginning August 2019 should be sent to 
the Executive Director of Community Services, Education Offices, 
Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon PA23 8AJ (Tel: 01369 704000) 
by 15 March 2019 for primary and secondary schools.
A list of all schools can be found on the Council’s website 
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools, 
this includes:-
• Gaelic Medium Education
• Denominational Schools
• Non-denominational Schools
Parents of children due to start school in August 2019, 
whether or not they wish to make a placing request, 
should proceed in accordance with the advertisement 
on registration of children which will be published 
week commencing 31 December 2018.

Anne Paterson/Louise Connor,  
Head of Service, Community Services: Education

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 

18/02563/PP Alterations and change of 
use of garage to form 
holiday letting unit

Heatherbank (formerly 
Named Gargaraig) Laurel 
Road Oban PA34 5EB 

18/02587/PP Erection of storage shed 
(part retrospective)

Plot 1 Nant Park Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute PA35 1JH 

18/02567/PP Alterations and change of 
use of kennels to form 
ancillary accommodation

Corachie Farm Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute  
PA35 1HY 

18/02211/PPP Site for the erection 
of dwellinghouse

Land East Of Rowan 
House Lotts Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute

18/02576/PPP Site for the erection 
of dwellinghouse

Land West Of Water 
Board Lotts Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute 

18/02236/PP Use of part of distillery 
building as cafe/bar and 
revised car parking

Ardnahoe Distillery Port 
Askaig Isle Of Islay Argyll 
And Bute PA46 7RN 

18/02210/PPP Site for the erection 
of dwellinghouse

Land West Of An Carn 
Glenegedale Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute 

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted 
online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter 
of representation the Council receives is considered a public document 
and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries  
and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working 
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

H 
P
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01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

FREE HOME CONSULTATION AND FREE INSTALLATION 

 since 1972

NEW Roman Co�ection

see our website for details and more offers!

plus

20%
OFF 

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER

BLINDS

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

THE IDEAL GIFT... 
                    Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
stunning calendars. To see all the images from 

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£6.95
including

P&P*

FROM

CARE COVER



gift for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.

Miscellaneous
BEURER COSY FOOT 
WARMER Electric foot 
warmer. Used once. In 
good condition. In original 
box. Ideal Xmas gift for 
chilly nights and toes!! £10 
Telephone 01631 358731.

KAWASAKI 
CAPSTAN

WINCH surplus to
requirement, £500, 

no offers 
Te 07765 065172

(Campbeltown).

SINGLE ELECTRIC UN-
DERBLANKET Dreamland 
Starlight Ecoheat blanket. 
Extra foot warmth. Machine 
washable. Brand new and 
in box, £10 Telephone 
01631 358731.

Antiques and 
Collectables

“OLD 
CAMPBELTOWN” 

lovely, rare print of old 
Campbeltown by “MacK-
innon” (1886), suitable for 
framing (16” x 12”), glossy 
fi nish to thick paper, £75 

Telephone 01586 554537².
CLASSIC CAR BADGES 

Genuine Automobile 
Association (A.A.) classic 

car badges from the 
1960’s & 1970’s. Original 

shape, chrome with 
yellow background. Ideal 

Christmas present. Fixings 
included, grille or badge 

bar versions. Can post for 
£3.00,  £20

Tel 01631 564578²

Audio Equipment
LARGE GHETTO BLAST-
ER Twin Tapes/CD, £10 
Telephone 01397 772326.

Bicycles and 
Equipment
CYCLE HELMETS Junior & 
Senior, £5 each Telephone 
01397 772326.
JD BUG DIRT SCOOTER 
Great condition. White but 
chunky scooter with big 
chunky tyres. Excellent for 
every day use. Brake on 
rear wheel, £40 Telephone 
07951 025003.
MOUNTAIN BIKE good 
condition, £50 Telephone 
01397 772326.

Building / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².
TOOLS FOR SALE, offers 
Telephone 01631 563279.

CDs, DVDs and Videos
BANACER Series 1 & 2, 
only played once, £10 
Telephone 01397 712619 
evenings.
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
MCCLOUD Series 1 & 
2, only played once, £6 
Telephone 01397 712619 
evenings.
MCMILLAN & WIFE Series 
1, only played once, £5 
Telephone 01397 712619 
evenings.
QUINCY series 1 & 2, £10 
Telephone 01397 712619 
evenings.

Clothes, Shoes and 
Accessories
TOE-TEC BOOTS New 
Size 8, £10 Telephone 
01397 772326.
TOE-TECS BOOTS New 
Size 8  Protected oil resist 
etc, £20 Telephone 01397 
772326.

Computers and 
Games
MSI LAPTOP COMPUTER 
all instructions and con-
nections, hardly used, £60 
Telephone 01397 772326.

Domestic Appliances
BREAD MAKER Stainless 
steel, Morphy Richards, ex-
cellent condition, used only 
a few times. Calls evenings, 
can deliver to Oban, £45 
Telephone 01852 300154.
WASHING MACHINE very 
good condition, £20 Tele-
phone 01631 563279.
ZANUSSI FLOOR SWEEP-
ER Airlife (too heavy for 
owner), £22 Telephone 
01546 850287.

Domestic Pets

BORDER
COLLIE BITCH

 - ISDS REG 4 years old in 
January. Friendly & good 

with children. White & 
Black. Very keen 

worker but not top notch.
Excellent pedigree.

Good home needed.
Tel 07599 299654

Furniture
JAY-BEE BED Christmas 
guest? We have a new un-
used Jay-Bee single folding 
bed with mattress in original 
packaging.  Delivery can be 
arranged, £95 Telephone 
07703 130367.
TWO CEDAR WOOD 
LOUNGE UNITS very good 
condition, £25 each  Tele-
phone 01631 563279.

Garden
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely gar-
den planters. Prices from 
£40, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLL-
ERS cast iron and dec-
orative, for working use 
or colourful garden fea-
ture, various sizes from 
£90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

Garden Machinery
FLYMO, £25 Telephone 
01631 563279.
STRIMMER, £10 Tele-
phone 01631 563279.

Health and Fitness
YORK CROSSTRAINER  
Platinum series, 360 HRC 
heart rate control, meas-
ures pulse, 15 training 
programmes including fat 
burn & hill profi les, wattage 
& body fat. Large screen 
display, time, speed, dis-
tance, RPMs & calories. 
Ballahulish, £80 Telephone 
07774 168109.

Heating, Fires and 
Fireplaces
WOOD/COAL STOVE Cast 
Iron, £50 Telephone 01397 
772326.

Hobbies and Crafts
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

Home Entertainment
14” FLAT SCREEN TV, £10 
Telephone 01631 563279.

Home Furnishings
2 KITCHEN CHAIRS Good 
wood. Carved, £20 each 
Telephone 01546 850287.
CAMEL STOOL Walnut, 
wooden, excellent condition 
with leather black cushion. 
H=30cm. Calls evenings, 
can deliver to Oban, £25 
Telephone 01852 300154.
REGATTA SINGLE 
AIRBED as new, £10 Tele-
phone 01631 565142.

Home O�  ce
OFFICE FAN White perfect 
condition, £8 Telephone 
01397 772326.
SMALL COMPUTER DESK 
Excellent condition. Meas-
ures: L=82xH=79xW=50-58 
cm. Calls evenings can 
deliver to Oban, £40 Tele-
phone 01852 300154.

Indoor sports 
equipment
DART BOARD with wall 
case, £10 Telephone 01397 
772326.
JIMMY WHITE SNOOKER 
CUE & case, £10 Tele-
phone 01397 772326².

Kitchen 
BODUM TEA POT Brand 
new, calls evenings. Can 
deliver to Oban, £15 Tele-
phone 01852 300154.
BODUM WINE COOLER 
Transparent purple, brand 
new. Can deliver to Oban, 
calls evenings, £12 Tele-
phone 01852300154.

Leisure and Lifestyle
PORTABLE HOOD HAIR 
DRYER ‘Carmen Salon 
Style’ Model 5102. Three 
heat settings, see online for 
details. Good clean condi-
tion, £30 Telephone 01631 
770698.
VIBRATING FOOT MAS-
SAGER/SPA used just once 
(use water), £10 Telephone 
01397 772326².

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 

Musical Instruments
OLD MANDOLIN Case/Tu-
tor, £60 Telephone 01397 
772326.

Outdoor Sports 
Equipment
BINOCULARS FOR SALE 
Leica Rangemaster 1200 - 
£200
Leica Ultravid 10x42BR 
binocluars - £1,100
Zeiss 8x56B binoculars - 
£500
Swarovski 8x32WB SLC - 
£500  
Telephone 07990 886646.
KIDS GOLF CLUBS 5-9 
YEARS Right handed golf 
clubs, driver, putter 7&9 
iron.
Head cover, all in a blue 
golf bag. Ex con. Putter 
machine & putting mat, £40 
Telephone 07951025003.

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL, market your business 
effectively with profession-
ally designed leafl ets, post-
ers and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival 
or big day.  Truly individual, 
a treasured keepsake. 
Call Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

Wanted
ROWING BOAT 12-14 foot 
rowing boat, prefer fi bre 
glass, Telephone 07881 
418565².



MACLELLAN - In ever loving 
memory of my very dear 
brother and uncle Douglas 
Gordon MacLellan, who passed 
away December 18, 2010.
Eight years have passed since 
that sad day
When one we loved was called away
God took him home it was his will
Within our hearts he liveth still.
- Sister Jean and family, Ballachulish.
MACPHAIL - Treasured 
memories of a dear husband, 
dad “Shesh”, John, Ardmay, 
Tiree, who passed away 
December 26, 2004 and loved 
ones gone before and a� er.
No longer in my life to share
But in my heart you are always there
His memory is as dear today
As in the hour he passed away.
- May, Irene and families, Tiree 
and Oban.
MAITLAND - In loving 
memory of James, a much loved 
husband, father and seanair, 
who died December 23, 2012.
In our hearts and thoughts every day.
- Teeny, Marie, Ross and families.
MAITLAND - In loving 
memory of James a much 
loved brother, who died 
December 23, 2012.
Loved and remembered every day
- Catherine and Alasdair
McTAGGART - Precious 
memories of our loving parents 
and grandparents John who died 
December 25, 2005 and Mary 
(née Nicolson) who died August 
23, 2011.
Always in our hearts and thoughts
We all miss you both so much 
- Ian, Philina and boys xxxxx, 
Christina and Ellie xx
NICOLSON - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and grandmother Christina 
Stewart who died December 
19, 1985, also Mima McAulay 
who died December 30, 1989 
and Mary McTaggart who 
died August 23, 2011, our 
dear sisters and aunts.
Too dearly loved to ever be 
forgotten.
- Sadly missed by all the family.

BIRTHS
KERR - CARDNO - John 
and Danielle are delighted to 
announce the birth of their 
beautiful daughter Olivia Rose 
on December 4, 2018 at QEUH, 
a lovely wee sister for Jack.

ENGAGEMENTS
MACCOLL – SUTHERLAND 
– Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Lyndsay, daughter of Ronnie and 
Mary MacColl, Appin to Jimmy,
son of Robert and Jane 
Sutherland, Brora.

DEATHS
MACPHERSON -  Hugh, 
peacefully at Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness, on December 14, 2018, 
aged 82 years. Devoted husband 
of Margaret Cook; much loved 
dad of Morven, Iain and Susan; 
loved and respected father-in-
law. Proud Seanair. � e warmest 
friend and neighbour. Laid to 
rest at Millhouse Cemetery, 
Tighnabruaich on  December 20.
McSHANE - Flora Catherine 
née Matheson, passed away 
peacefully in Alexander Nursing 
Home, Poulton, near Blackpool 
on Saturday, December 8, 2018. A 
dearly loved wife of the late Frank, 
sister-in-law of Elizabeth and 
beloved sister of the late Iain and 
Katie. She will be sadly missed by 
all her family and friends.
MUNRO - Roy Bridge/
Denmark - Very suddenly at 
his home in Esbjerg, Denmark 
on December 9, Allan, aged 47 
years, loving husband of Tina 
and devoted dad of  Marcus and 
Sidsel, treasured younger son of 
Danny and Margaret Munro and 
much loved brother of Gerald 
and Evelyn, a respected brother-
in-law, a fun loving uncle 
and friend to many. Funeral 
service held on December 19 
in his adopted home town of 
Esbjerg. Memorial service at St 
Margaret’s, Roy Bridge on Friday 
December, 28 at 1pm.
TRAILL - Peacefully, at 
Cornhill Macmillan Centre, 
Perth, on Saturday, December 
15, 2018, Ina (formerly 
Dalmally), beloved wife of the 
late Alex, dearly loved mum of 
Robert, Alexis and John, much 
loved granny, mother-in- law, 
sister and sister-in-law. A 
celebration of Ina’s life will take 
place at Perth Crematorium, 
on Friday, December 21, at 
10.30 a.m., to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited. Family � owers only, 
please, but if desired, a retiring 
collection will be taken at the 
crematorium for Cornhill 
Macmillan Centre. At Ina’s 
request, please wear bright 
colours, if you wish.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
WEATHERALL - Anne, 
Carine and family would like 
to thank relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received following their sad 
loss of Katie. Special thanks to 
Johann and to all the girls who 
cared for Katie and supported 
the family over the past year. 
Sincere thanks to Reverend 
Dugald Cameron, Donald 
MacKinnon and Tam Pearson 
for a personal and comforting 
service and to Ian MacInnes 
for patient and professional 
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First Name & Surname

Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and which 

schools they have gone to, and place of work a� er study.

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice

Donations always gratefully 
received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

Call 01631 568000
Celebrate your Graduation

Only 

£24
inc.VAT

GRADUATION

ALEXANDER MACLEAN DUNNINGS
Recently graduated with a BA (Hons) in Rural Business Management 
from the University of Glasgow a� er studying at SRUC (Edinburgh 

Campus).  Alexander is the son of Allan and Mairi Dunnings, 
Rhugarbh and the grandson of the late Lachie and Chrissie MacLean, 

Knock, Mull and the late Frank and Flora Dunnings, Clunes, 
Achnacarry.  He is a former pupil of Lochnell Primary School and 

Oban High School.  He is now working as a Graduate Rural Surveyor 
with Bidwells in Inverness.

CLAIRE ELAINE CAMERON
Graduated from Napier University, Edinburgh with a 

Bachelor of Nursing in Mental Health. Claire is the daughter of Ally 
and Roseann Cameron (formerly Fort William, now Edinburgh), 

sister of Kevin and granddaughter of Nan Sutherland, Caol. Claire is a 
former pupil of Upper Achintore Primary and Lochaber High School. 

She is taking up a post at the Royal Ed, Edinburgh.

funeral arrangements. Finally 
thank you to all who donated 
£432.58 to Marie Curie and 
Alzheimer Scotland in Katie’s 
memory.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - Liz, 20th 
anniversary December 26, 1998.
Remembered with love every day.
- Simmo. x
CAMPBELL - In memory of 
our two Iains. Memories of you 
� ll our minds, like thousands 
of bright stars in the sky. 
Always in our hearts.
- Seonaid, Annmarie, Marion, 
Calum, Clare, Erin, Alistair, 
Matthew and Eve Marie.
CARMICHAEL - Very special 
memories of Kate (Kilchoan) 
who died December 20, 2013. 
Always in our thoughts. 
Forever in our hearts.
 - All the family x
CLARK - Kirsty. � is 
Christmas we quietly 
remember a wonderful mum 
and granny who passed away 
on December 22, 2012. Also 
Graham, a beloved dad and 
grandpa who passed away 
on August 7, 2006. So greatly 
missed by us all. Such happy 
memories.
- Alison, Rhuaridh, Katie and Coll.
GRANT - In loving memory 
of my dear mother and our 
granny, Morag, who died on 
December 25, 1999.
Today, tomorrow, our whole 
life through
We will always love and 
remember you.
- Elizabeth, Julie and Steven, 
Keeper’s Cottage, Dalmally.
HADDOW - Paul. 18/12/16.
Loved and missed so much.
It wasn’t his fault that he had to go
Tell him don’t worry and please 
let him know
� at I had a man who was one 
of a kind
And he’ll always be in my heart 
and my mind
Forever unbreakable.
- Jacqueline xxx

HADDOW - Remembering our 
pal Paul, who died December 18, 
2016. Never forget the laughs.
- Mary and Duncan.
HOWE - In loving memory 
of Betty (née Carrigan), who 
died December 18, 2014.
She will always be remembered.
- From Willie and family.
MACDOUGALL - In loving 
memory of Allan, who passed 
away December 22, 2017.
We really don’t know where 
to start
You left so quickly it broke 
our hearts
One year has passed, our 
hearts are still sore
As time rolls on we miss you more
� e rolling stream of life rolls on 
But still the vacant chair recalls 
the love, the voice, the smile of 
the one who once sat there.
- Your loving family.
MACGILLIVRAY -  In loving 
memory of Christina (Chrissie) a 
much loved mum and gran who 
passed away December 24, 2009.
I miss you so much and always 
think about you.
Also remembering my mother 
Katherine (Kathy) MacGillivray, 
who passed away August 19, 2014.
Mum you were my best friend
You have le�  me with so many 
happy memories and laughs
Words can never describe how 
much I miss you
I know you and gran are always 
with me.
- Paul.
MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of our dear mum, granny 
and great-granny Flora, who passed 
away on December 21, 2015.
There are no words to tell you mum
what losing you has meant,
But now each day brings memories 
of happy years we spent.
You’d want us all to smile again 
and that’s just what we do,
Every time we reminisce with 
loving thoughts of you.
- Angus, Lachie, Margaret, 
Christine, Fiona, Linda, 
Alastair and all their families.
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THOUGHT
for the week

New Gaelic carol 
was written by a  
church member
A new Christmas carol sung 
in Gaelic has been written 
by a member of Kilmuir and 
Stenscholl Parish Church in 
North Skye.

Dinah Rankin wrote the lyrics 
to the song, which has been 
performed by a group of local 
Gaelic-speaking children.

� e Reverend John Murray of 
Kilmuir and Stenscholl Parish 

Church in North Skye said: 
‘� is new Gaelic carol, entitled 
An Sgeul Aoibhneach, which 
translates as the joyous story, 
was written recently by Dinah 
Rankin, one of our members. � e 
tune is a Gaelic melody.

‘� e words describe the won-
derful, ever new story of the 
birth of Jesus in the stable. � e 
repeating chorus tells us that “we 

will tell you all about it” and each 
verse moves the story forward.

‘It comes with our prayers and 
best wishes to all who will hear it.

‘Our congregation has been at 
the forefront in recent years of 
producing innovative resourc-
es, such as a book of Gaelic 
hymns and a Gaelic CD entitled 
Seinneamaid Comhla.

‘We are also working towards 

producing Gaelic resources which 
we can share with other churches.

‘At present, there are very few 
such resources compared with 
similar material in English, and 
in our congregation we are fortu-
nate in having the people who are 
able and willing to produce them.

‘Calum Munro, one of our 
elders, is currently working on 
producing more materials.’

‘For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given and the government will 
be on his shoulders, and he will 
be called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace’ - Isaiah 9: verse 
six.

We are celebrating the birth of 
the boy who was to be called Jesus 
who introduced surprising new 
ways to make our lives meaningful 
and productive. � ey must have 
come as a shock to many of the 
people of his time who had been 
brought up to believe the way of the 
world is to retaliate to aggression 
and to reply to hurt by getting 
our own back, sending down 
resentment from one generation to 
the next.

Yet here was a descendant of 
the warrior king David coming 
to teach people to forgive their 
enemies and to do good to those 
who hate and pray for those who ill 
treat them.

Behaviour like this may seem 
unnatural, even needing tolerance 
beyond our capabilities. We 
discover the special relationship 
with God that Jesus called ‘the 
Kingdom of Heaven’ and his 
in� uence which can make our lives 
more positive and constructive.

Jesus taught that God is love and 
his in� uence is all around us to be 
discovered. Transformation of an-
tagonists and enemies into friends 
is a wonderful objective, as Jesus 
said: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers’ 
particularly since the alternative is 
continued enmity and resentment 
that can poison our personal lives 
and even whole societies.

In this busy Christmas season, 
let us pause and take time to 
re� ect upon this true message of 
Christmas.

Janet and Geo�  Fairbairn
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Gareth Evans on four years in 
charge at Lochside Rovers
� e 2018 shinty season was always 
going to be a testing one for Lochside 
Rovers and their manager Gareth 
Evans. 

� e successes of 2017 were re-
warded with a league and national 
cup double but a surprise semi-� nal 
defeat to a strong Inveraray second 
team in the Bullough Cup semis 
ended hopes of an historic treble. 

Normally a championship 
winning season would leave a 
solid base to build on but the loss 
of veteran Stephen Sloss through 
retiral and youngsters Daniel 
Sloss, Evan MacLellan, Chrissie 
MacMillan, Cameron Sutherland 
and Craig MacDougall to the Oban 
Camanachd squad meant 2018 
was always going to be a period of 
transition.   

Two defeats and three draws from 
their opening seven matches le�  
Lochside o�  the pace by the sum-
mer. However, the new team settled 
and went on a spectacular winning 
run which saw them take maximum 
points from their � nal nine league 
matches. It was a winning run which 
saw Lochside � nish the season level 
on points with champions Bute who 
took the title on goal di� erence. 

Lochside might wonder what 
might have happened had Kilmory 
not pulled out of the league, denying 
them the opportunity to pass Bute’s 
goal di� erence advantage.

So how does Gareth Evans re� ect 
on the last 12 months? ‘� e loss 
of � ve or six players certainly le�  
us short but that’s what Lochside 
are there for, to provide players for 
Oban Camanachd. � e injection 
of players into the � rst team squad 
helps with competition for places 
and the players that stepped up held 
their own. It also gave a few of the 
Lochside fringe players a chance and 
there were some new faces too.

Goal difference
‘We made a slow start to the season 

and lost two late goals to Bute in our 
opening game, although they were 
the better team that day. We drew 
with Ballachulish in our next match 
and I remember thinking I hope that 
doesn’t come back to haunt us at the 
end of the season and it did as we lost 
the title on goal di� erence. I suppose 
you could say the same about our 
draws with Taynuilt and Col Glen as 
one point from any of these games 
would have won the league. 

‘However the guys went on a great 
run to the end of the season and 
our best performance was against 
the Kyles Athletic seconds in the 
Sutherland. � ey had a strong team 
out that day but we blew them away. 

� e tie against the Kingussie sec-

onds at Ganavan in the next round 
was a disappointment. We lost 3-2 
but it’s a game we should have won.’

A� er breaking into the Oban 
Camanachd � rst team in 1994, 
Gareth Evans played in a side which 
reached six Camanachd Cup � nals 
in nine years, li� ing the famous tro-
phy in 1996 a� er beating Kingussie 
3-2 in the � nal in Inverness.

He hung up his caman at the end 
of the 2014 season and immediately 
took charge of a Lochside Rovers 
side which had notched up fourth 
and then � � h place � nishes a� er 
winning South 1 in 2012. 

Pipped
As Gareth shared his experiences 

with the younger players, Lochside 
Rovers were pipped to the 2015 
South 1 title on goal di� erence by a 
strong Bute side.

� ere was a dip in 2016 with the 
team only winning seven of their 
14 league � xtures to end the year in 
third place. ‘We needed to get � tter 
and that season was a line in the 
sand,’ noted Gareth.

Lochside worked on their � tness 
and the double-winning side a year 
later was testimony to that. ‘I think 
we’d have � nished high up in the 
National that season had we been 
in it. Stephen Sloss came back and 
was outstanding in defence. Michael 
MacQueen is another player who 
has made a big contribution. One of 
the � rst things I did at Lochside was 
to phone Michael and make sure he 
would be involved regularly. He has 
so much talent and he now has a sil-
ver-mounted caman for his e� orts.’ 

Gareth’s haul over the piece is one 
league title plus twice missing out 
on the championship on goal di� er-
ence. A Sutherland and a Bullough 
Cup were also won but that wasn’t 
enough for the boss. ‘We should have 
had one more over the four years. 
� at might be me being greedy, but 
I believe it. Oban Celtic deserved the 
title in 2016 but I would have liked 
to have played them a year later with 
the side we had.’  

Gareth Evans had let the Oban 
Camanachd committee know he 
was ‘99.9 per cent sure’ 2018 would 
be his � nal year as boss following a 
shinty career which has spanned 25 
years. He won’t be leaving the scene 
completely though and his role as 
Oban Camanachd vice president 
means he’ll still be involved at the 
sharp end for the club. 

‘I’m too nosey about what’s going 
on to leave it altogether,’ he laughed. 
‘I’ll ful� l the � xtures secretary role 
for both teams to take some of the 
weight o�  the managers. � ere’s a 
lot of work done behind the scenes 

though. Eccy (Chis Eccleston) as 
president, Aidan (MacIntyre) as 
secretary get through so much 
work and our new treasurer Katie 
Cameron will bring a new outlook. 
Fiona (Livingston) did so well in 
the treasurer’s role for many years. 
It takes around £35,000 to run the 
club each year and pitch hire for 
games and training are our greatest 
expense. 

‘It’s important to have good 
sponsors and the Oban Inn support 
us well as have Scottish Sea Foods 
which have helped with the youths.

New members 
‘� e Superball, a fund raising idea 

by the late Nonnie MacInnes, is a 
big help and has now attracted 120 
members who pay £10 monthly. � e 
monthly prizes are £500 and £100 
and we are always on the lookout for 
new members.’

So whilst Lochside will miss 
Gareth Evans, will he miss them? 

‘Yes, I’ll really miss it. � at’s one of 
the reasons I’m remaining involved 
at committee level as stepping back 
completely would be too much. 

‘I suppose I’ll really feel it when 
Saturday morning comes and, for 
the � rst time in many years, I’m 
o�  to work instead of gathering the 
squad for a game. I’ll miss the crack 
on the bus and the result really 
makes or breaks your weekend. A 
win and it’s a few pints with the lads 
but a defeat means you go home and 
sulk.’

Gareth, who lives near the fa-
mous Moss� eld pitch, works for 
Matheson’s Furnishings in Oban 
and is quick to acknowledge the 
role played by boss Neil Matheson 
who allowed him to be available for 
shinty despite Saturday working 
being part of his job. 

Gareth’s commitment is such that 
he used his holidays to ensure he was 
available for games.  

‘I’ll be back at some point, but not 
for a while yet. It will be good to see 
the senior team some Saturdays as I 
haven’t had a chance to do that for 
a while.’   

Gareth is quick to recognise the 
crucial roles played by others. ‘� is 
is by no means a one man band,’ 
he said. ‘David MacCuish, Eccy 
(Chis Eccleston), Stephen Sloss, 
Iain ‘Scally’ MacMillan and Brian 
MacCallum have been a big help 
along the way as have Haybo (Iain 
Hay) and Fraser (Inglis) for their 
work on training nights. � anks are 
also due to all the players and the 
committee.’ 

Whilst Gareth Evans ensures all 
the thank you messages are deliv-
ered, there’s no doubt the Oban club 
has much to thank him for. 

Changes at Oban 
Camanachd
� ere have been a number of chang-

es at Oban Camanachd following 
the club’s annual general meeting.

With 24 members present, 
changes within the o�  ce bearers 
see Chris Eccleston take over as 
president from Duncan MacMillan, 
whilst Gareth Evans replaces Chris 
Eccleston as vice president. 

Aidan MacIntyre is secretary 
and Katy Cameron replaces Fiona 
Livingston as treasurer. Claire 
Jackson continues as child protec-
tion and youth secretary. 

On the playing front, Stephen 
Sloss is Iain Hay’s replacement as 
� rst team manager and he has yet 
to con� rm his background team. 
Former boss Iain Hay welcomed the 
move saying: ‘Stephen (Sloss) was 
at almost all the Oban Camanachd 
games this season – home and 
away – and has helped me out a 
couple of times so he knows what it’s 
all about. He’s a no-nonsense type 
but the most important thing is he 
gets more commitment from the 
players whether that is at training 
during the week or at matches on a 
Saturday. With the younger players 
a year more experienced, and one or 
two more to add, I think the future 
is bright.’

� e Lochside Rovers and Oban 
Camanachd U17 managerial ap-
pointments will be con� rmed early 
in the New Year. 

Oban Camanachd’s 1996 
Camanachd Cup winner Stephen 
Campbell will look a� er the U14s 
along with Andrew Pearson. 

Pat Steeman stays on as fund 
raising convenor, whilst Fiona 
Livingston is the Superball promoter 
and Malcolm Clark takes over from 
Aidan MacIntyre as social media 
convenor. 

Iain MacIntyre continues as chief-
tain, whilst Nigel Evans is honorary 
president and continues to look a� er 
the club’s transport arrangements. 

Iain Hay and Gordon MacIntyre 
join Alan Dunnings as honorary 
vice presidents.    

Oban Camanachd and Lochside 
Rovers will play Glasgow Mid Argyll  
in pre-season friendlies at Moss� eld 
on Saturday February 9. 

� ey are on the lookout for friendly 
� xtures for the remaining Saturdays 
in February.

John Willie Campbell
One of shinty’s most distinguished 
servants, John Willie Campbell of 
Skye and latterly Errogie, Inverness, 
died on Saturday December 15. 

John Willie Campbell was born 
and brought up on Skye and will be 
best remembered as having reported 

Gareth Evans.
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We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
noon Friday 28th December. No refunds will be given for entries received 
after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, Oban by 
the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid or 
lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal decision rests with 
the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time. 
Winners agree to have their photograph taken for publicity purposes. 
Winners’ names and home towns will appear in the newspaper. Employees 
of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter. We will protect 
your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements 
of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/destroyed within 30 days 
of the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR 
regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£750
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
A Gemmell
Oban
E Wilson
Fort William

and commentated on the playing 
side of the game for the BBC from 
1968 to 1991, including the day Skye 
Camanachd won the Camanachd 
Cup in Fort William in 1990. 

He provided results for BBC 
Scotland, BBC Highland and Gaelic 
radio and television throughout that 
time. 

He also wrote for the Scotsman, 
Sunday Post, Press and Journal, 
Highland News and West Highland 
Free Press. 

Shinty historian Dr Hugh Dan 
MacLennan said: ‘John Willie was 
one of my best friends and greatest 
mentors. He has le�  a record of the 
game which is incomparable in 
the form of results of matches and 
competitions extending throughout 
his media career which is held in 
the Highland Archive in Inverness. 
He became known as the ‘Voice 
of Shinty’ through his radio work 
and distinctive presentation and 
delivery. He was a man who placed 
his family and his faith above all 
else and will be sorely missed. He 
was one of the most distinguished 
servants of the sport and heritage of 
the Highlands, ever.’

Distinguished
Camanachd Association president 

Keith Loades added: ‘John Willie 
Campbell was one of the most 
signi� cant � gures in shinty in the 
20th century. He served the game in 
every capacity from his boyhood as 
a player in Skye, through university 
to the full range of administrative 
duties and responsibilities imagi-
nable. He will be remembered as a 
distinguished president who nav-
igated stormy waters in the 1980s 
and faced many challenges with 
a calm and digni� ed manner. He 
would never have been happier than 
the day Skye Camanachd won the 
Camanachd Cup in 1990. Beyond 
the shinty community, John Willie 
was one of the best-known voices 
in Scottish broadcasting and an 
outstanding chronicler of the game’s 
playing side.

 � e Camanachd Association and 
shinty in general will be forever in 
his debt and his passing marks the 
end of an era and a contribution to 
our sport and heritage which is un-
likely to be matched. � e sympathy 
of the association and its members  
and the wider shinty community 
is extended to Margaret in Errogie, 
his son Donald in Edinburgh and 
daughter Shona in Inverness, his 
grandchildren and the extended 
family and friends in Skye and 
elsewhere. Fois is sith dha.’

Lochaber look for    
� rst and second             
team managers
Lochaber have advertised for � rst 
and second team managers. 

Neil MacDonald started the 2018 
shinty season in charge of the 
Lochaber � rst team with defender 
Brennan MacDonald, assisted 
by Michael Delaney and Robert 
Johnstone, leading the side for 
an interim period before Lachlan 
Campbell ended the season in 
charge. 

� e second team was managed by 

John Fraser but he, too, has stepped 
down. � e club is looking for new 
managers who have the ability to 
monitor and enhance performances 
and improve skills by providing 
training, encouragement and con-
structive feedback. Good commu-
nication skills and critical thinking 
are also prerequisites. 

Applicants should have shinty 
management experience and the 
ability to work with players as well 
as the commitment to travel on a 
Saturday for home and away games. 

� ere is � rst aid and physio 
support in place and there will be 
assistance available for midweek 
� tness training if required. 

Anyone interested should contact 
Aeleen Campbell on 07760 155313 
or email aleenrecampbel@hotmail.
co.uk. Alternatively, contact John 
Delaney by email at johndelnevis@
gmail.com  

Fraser Heath for Lovat
Scottish international Fraser Heath 
will play for Lovat next season.

Fraser has made the switch from 
Glenurquhart to Balgate and 
will add to Lovat manager Fraser 
Gallacher’s options next season. 

Fraser can play in defence, mid� eld 
or up front and is likely to make his 
debut in the Lovat Cup clash with 
Beauly at Braeview Park on Saturday 
January 2 2019.

Skye Camanachd AGM
Skye Camanachd held its annual 
general meeting at its clubhouse 
at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree, on 
� ursday December 6.

Douglas MacDougall stood down 
as chairman a� er three years but 
stays involved at the club. Fiona 
Cruickshank is the new chairwom-
an, whilst � omas Wilson stays on 
as vice chairman. 

Marion Gillies is the club’s new sec-
retary, taking over from Chrisanne 
MacDonald, whilst Alasdair Bruce 
remains treasurer. 

Donnie Martin and Ross Cowie 
both retired from their roles with 
the club. Donnie Martin served the 
club as player, youth coach, man-
ager, chairman and groundsman 
amongst other roles since the early 
1970s. 

Ross Cowie’s involvement with 
the club stretches equally far back 
and includes managing the team to 
Camanachd Cup success in 1990.

Skye Camanachd’s new board 
of trustees will be con� rmed in 
January.  

 

New bosses at 
Glenurquhart
Glenurquhart is under new man-
agement as Stuart MacKintosh and 
Eddie Tembo take over from Iain 
MacLeod. 

� e team was relegated from the 
Marine Harvest Premiership at the 
end of last season and MacKintosh 
and Tembo will be supported in the 
Marine Harvest National Division 
next term by Dave Menzies who 
previously co-managed the side 
with Billy MacLean. 

To allow for the Christmas break spot the ball will run for two weeks

WEEK ONE OF TWO Entries must be in by Friday 28th December
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BADMINTON

Feathers fly at 
OHS badminton 
championships
Oban High School held its  
U14 and U16 Badminton 
Championships last �ursday 
at Atlantis Leisure where 52 
pupils competing and there 
were some incredibly close 
matches.
 �e winners represent 
OHS in the Argyll and Bute 
Scottish Schools regional 
quali�ers which is held in 
Oban in January.
  Moira Barbour presented all 
the prizes and was delighted 
to award, for the �rst time, 
the Cameron Barbour cup 
for junior boys and the Stuart 
Barbour cup for intermediate 

boys to U14 winner Morgan 
Gemmell and the U16 win-
ner Fergus Carmichael.
  Following an appeal in 
�e Oban Times last year 
there was a full collection of 
trophies to hand out for the 
�rst time as members of the 
community and local organ-
isations generously donated 
silverware to what is always a 
very well attended and highly 
competitive event.
 Results:  U14 girls’ singles: 
winner – Ellie MacInnes;  
runner up – Chloe Campbell.

U14 boys’ singles: winner 
– Morgan Gemmell; runner 

up – Rory Dods.
U16 girls’ singles: winner 

– Alyssa Dowell; runner up 
– Alice Needham.

U16 boys’ singles: winner 
– Fergus Carmichael; runner 
up – Finlay France.

U14 girls; doubles: winners 
– Wiktoria Ryszka and Katie 
MacLellan; runners-up –
Chloe Campbell and Caitlin 
McKay.

U14 boys’ doubles: win-
ners – Morgan Gemmell 
and Innes MacCallum;  
runners-up – Rory Dods and 
Euan Dods.

U16 girls’ doubles: winners 

– Alyssa Dowell and Alice 
Needham.

U16 boys’ doubles: winners 
– Fergus Carmichael and 
Finlay France; runners-up – 
Kyle MacDougall and Stuart 
Head.

U14 mixed – still to play.
U16 mixed: winners - Arran 

MacMillan and Alyssa 
Dowell; runners-up – Murray 
Scott and Alice Needham.
 �e U19 competition took 
place on Tuesday. Results will 
be published next week.

Moira Barbour presented the Cameron Barbour cup for 
junior boys and the Stuart Barbour cup for intermediate 
boys to U14 winner Morgan Gemmell, left, and the U16 
winner Fergus Carmichael. 

All the prizewinners from the Oban High School badminton championships.
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Martial arts
OT

Kyokushinkai Karate
� e winter grading tests 
took place over the weekend 
of the December 8-9. � e 
following grades from Oban 
club members were attained: 
10th Kyu: Sasha Edgington 
and Erik Turnewitsch; 9th 
Kyu: Darryl McLaughlin, 
Sebastien Jubeau and Valeria 
Montalescot; 6th Kyu: Lily 
Walsh, Florence Hill and 
Sean McQuade; 4th Kyu: 
Donald Robertson.

� e students have been 
working hard towards this 
for some time and all did very 
well.

� e last session of the year 
will be tonight (December 20) 
and a� er a two-week break 
will return on January 10.

Beginners are now welcome 
until the end of March a� er 
which time the class con-
centrates on syllabus work 
towards the next grade.

Even through the break, 
things carry on as club in-
structor Iain Rodger is in the 
process of organising the 2019 
Scottish Open Knockdown 
Championships which will 
take place on March 2 in 
Glasgow.

For further information on 
the Kyokushinkai Karate club 
please contact Iain Rodger 
(6th dan) for a friendly chat 
on: 07584 166542 or iain@
ikku.co.uk, alternatively 
send a message to ‘Caledonia 
Kyokushin’ on Facebook.

Kickboxing
Classes continue as normal 
during the holiday period 
on Wednesday evenings 
at 4.30pm for juniors and 
6pm for seniors at the Old 
Cro� ers up above Stoddard’s 
Motorbike shop. 

Phone Wullie on 07480 
273190, or email shihanwill@

Members of Kyokushinkai Karate Club with their winter grading awards: Back, from left: Donald Robertson, Sebastien 
Jubeau, Darryl McLaughlin, Sean McQuade and Valeria Montalescot. Front, from left: Florence Hill, Lily Walsh, Erik 
Turnewitsch and Franek Kupczak.

gmail.com. Information can 
also be found on Facebook as 
Senshi Do Kickboxing.

Shukokai Karate
� e clubs are now closed until 
early January and start back 
with beginners’ classes for 
adults and children.

Anyone looking for more 
details on these clubs should 

contact Kenny Gray (5th dan) 
on: kenni.gray@btinternet.
com or 07884 183905.

BJJ and MMA
Oban MMA classes are 
starting to introduce more 
controlled sparring in their 
classes with Stand-up, 
Wrestling and BJJ with 
strikes at end of classes. � ese 

are controlled to build up 
con� dence in those just start-
ing and to work on technical 
movements in a more live 
setting. 

Sundays at 11am will be a 
sparring-only class for those 
that would like extra practise 
and burn some pre- or post- 
Christmas turkey.

Coach Coogie Potter said: 

‘We would like to thank our 
sponsors for their help this 
year: Scottish Sea Farms, 
Clan Boss, Gregor Morawski, 
Alex Hill Contracts and Lorn 
Logging, whose support of 
the club is invaluable.’

Anyone who would like to 
start BJJ or MMA are more 
than welcome to come along 
and give it a try. � e � rst 

session is free!
If anyone would like to try 

out BJJ or MMA, Oban BJJ 
can be found on Facebook or 
email coogiepots@gmail.com

Wado Kai Karate
Both Park and Dunbeg parts 
of the Wado Kai club are 
working towards gradings at 
the end of January.  

Around 16 students are 
preparing for  the events, 
ranging from yellow to Brown 
belt grades. 

Classes during January 
will be at the usual times 
(Park Primary on Mondays 
at 3.15pm  and Dunbeg 
School 6.30pm) and will 
be structured around the 
curricula of speci� c students. 
Park Instructor Mike Falkner 
said: ‘If you are thinking you 
might want to take up Karate 
this year, it might be easier 
to join us in February, when 
lessons will be more diverse 
and relaxed.’

Use the details below for 
anyone who would like more 
information about Wado 
Karate or would like to talk 
about their interest in the 
sport.

Park School: Mike Faulkner 
m.faulkner6@btinternet.com 

Dunbeg School: Sensei 
Chris Bruce (7th Dan) at 
crb999@btinternet.com

Knights Of The Tower – 
Medieval Combat Oban
Knights of the Tower is closed 
over the Christmas break 
and will return on January 8. 
Anyone wanting to give this 
a go is welcome to turn up 
then and try out the sport of 
medieval combat.

� e club trains on Tuesday 
nights from 7pm until 9.30pm 
above Stoddart’s of Oban, in 
the old Cro� ers.

Agustin Gil de Antuñano and William Goya.
MMA instructor Coogie Potter, left, spars with Ross 
Mcdougall. Agustin Gil de Antuñano and Coogie Potter.
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Millbrae  P
Oban Lorne P

Tennent’s West Division 2

Weather fails to dampen the spirits 
as Saints march on in Scottish Cup 

Donald Campbell is congratulated by his team mates after 
netting the killer third goal just after the second half had started.
Report and photographs: Derek Black

Saints keeper Graham Douglas collects this corner.

The man in the mask - EK 
Thistle’s Jordan Conner 
wears a mask to protect a 
recently broken nose.

Oban Saints  5
East Kilbride Thistle 1

Scottish Cup - 4th round

Ian ‘Haybo’ Hay may have 
relinquished control at Oban 
Camanachd but thankfully 
he hasn’t given up his day job 
as Argyll and Bute Council’s 
number one groundsman. 

Despite the torrential rain 
which battered down relent-
lessly all day the Glencruitten 
turf, painstakingly pre-
pared by Haybo, stood up 
perfectly to the challenge 
of last Saturday’s Scottish 
Amateur Cup fourth round 
tie between Oban Saints and 
East Kilbride � istle avoiding 
any chance of a repeat of the 
previous two cancellations in 
East Kilbride.

Delights
With the tie now reversed 

to Oban it provided an un-
expected treat for the hardy 
band of loyal supporters who 
had escaped the delights of 
Christmas shopping to cheer 
on their favourites in the 
pouring rain and ice cold 
wind. 

A � ve star performance from 
Saints in very testing condi-
tions booked a � � h round trip 
to Rothienorman, deep in the 

Aberdeenshire countryside, 
to face Rothie Rovers of the 
Aberdeenshire Amateur 
Football Association Premier 
Division, the most northerly 
club le�  in the competition, 
on Saturday January 5.

Five goals from � ve 
di� erent scorers allowed 
Saints’ management duo of 
Donald Campbell and Willie 
Campbell the luxury of giv-
ing all � ve substitutes a run in 
the club’s � nal match before 
the Christmas and New Year 
break.

A� er two weeks of inac-
tivity Saints were desperate 
to bounce back from defeat 
against Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier 
Division title rivals St 
Joseph’s FP in their last out-
ing and came � ying out of the 
traps with Donald Campbell 
forcing � istle keeper Daniel 
Connelly into a smart save 
low down to his right inside 
the � rst minute.

Barely 60 seconds later, 
a� er being played in by Craig 
MacEwan, Campbell suc-
cessfully beat the keeper but 
his e� ort from a tight angle 
on the le�  of the 18-yard box 
slipped agonisingly wide of 
the far post.

Saints continued to threaten 
with Craig MacEwan � ashing 
a le�  foot shot inches wide 
of Daniel Connelly’s right 
hand post and Sean Maclean 
clearing a de� ected Lewis 
Cameron corner kick o�  the 
� istle goal line.

� e pressure from the home 
side eventually paid o�  in the 
18th minute when young full 
back Ruaridh Horne showed 
Calum Robertson a clean 
pair of heels on the Saints 
right. Hugging the touchline, 
Horne reached the byeline 
and sent a cutback into the 
six-yard box where Lewis 
Cameron, with his back to 
goal, sent a neat � ick past the 
helpless keeper.

Having got their noses in 
front Saints were almost 
pegged back in the 20th min-
ute when Sean Cullen robbed 
Dene Cassells on the Saints 
byeline and took aim for the 
near post where Graham 
Douglas was able to shovel 
behind for a corner kick. 

Birthday goal
Willie Gemmell came close 

to notching a birthday goal 
when he sent a diving header 
from a 22nd minute Lewis 
Cameron right wing corner a 
fraction wide of the near post.

Daniel Croarkin picked up 
the � rst yellow card of the 
a� ernoon for a late challenge 
on Jordan Conner in the 
23rd minute and was joined 
in the book 60 seconds later 
when Craig Livingstone ex-
acted some retribution on the 
Saints mid� elder.

Sean Cullen continued to 
make a nuisance of himself 
wherever possible and caught 
out Steven MacLeod and 
Ruaridh Horne in the 28th 
minute. Horne recovered just 
in time to get the slightest 

touch on Cullen’s attempted 
lob and send it spinning onto 
the top of the Saints crossbar 
with Graham Douglas le�  
clawing at thin air.

On the half hour mark Dene 
Cassells joined the attack 
for a Lewis Cameron free-
kick which picked out the 
skipper’s back post run per-
fectly. Unfortunately Cassells 
couldn’t � nd the � nish to 
match his run and glanced 
his header wide of Daniel 
Connelly’s le�  hand post.

Daniel Croarkin followed 
suit two minutes later peeling 
o�  to head a Lewis Cameron 
corner kick wide of the same 
post as Saints continued their 
pursuit of a second goal.

� e home side didn’t have 
too much longer to wait 
with the advantage being 
doubled in the 37th minute 
when Craig MacEwan got on 
the end of a Willie Gemmell 
defence splitting pass and 
curled a delightful right foot 
� nish across the keeper and 
just inside the far post.

Unchallenged
� e lead was halved just two 

minutes later when David 
Wilson was allowed to carry 
the ball unchallenged along 
the edge of the Saints box to 
curl a le� -foot shot past the 
unsighted Graham Douglas.

� e goal gave the visitors 
from the Strathclyde Saturday 
Morning Amateur Football 
League Premier Division a 
major con� dence boost as 
they enjoyed their best spell 
of the match in the time 
leading up to referee � omas 
Gilchrist’s half-time whistle.

� istle looked set to main-

Oban Lorne’s � xture 
away to Millbrae in West 
Division 2 on Saturday 
fell victim to the wintery 
weather conditions along 
with the vast majority of 
the regional � xtures over 
the weekend.

The Oban squad 
members made the 
decision at 9am on 
Saturday morning not 
to make the trip to Ayr 
for fear of returning 
in dangerous driving 
conditions that could 
have put the squad’s 
safety at signi� cant risk.

This proved to be a 
sensible decision with 
road conditions on 
the A85 at Tyndrum in 
particular causing huge 
problems for commuters 
on Saturday evening.

With one half of the 
2018/2019 season played 
Oban Lorne sit third in 
the league winning eight 
and losing four of their 12 
� xtures played so far. 

This is a decent return 
for a team who is in 
transition both in terms 
of personnel and playing 
style.

Head Coach Andrew 

Lorne’s � xture falls
victim to the weather

Johnston has blooded 
in a number of young 
players since the start 
of the season including 
David Cameron, Lorne 
Sinclair and James Divers, 
who have all impressed 
and have become 
mainstays in the squad 
selection as the season 
has progressed.

Experienced newcom-
ers such as Eric Roberts 
and Owen McDonald 
have bolstered the young 
side who will continue to 
develop both individually 
and as a squad over the 
coming months.

Craig Wright at full 
back has contributed to 
the team’s e� ort of 407 
points scored with his 
impressive haul of 24 
tries in so far, working out 
at two tries per league 
game played. Wright will 
be hoping to continue his 
scoring streak over the 
next 10 matches.

Next up for Oban Lorne 
is the visit of league 
leaders Lenzie RFC to 
Glencruitten on Saturday 
January 5. 

An Oban Lorne win 
would reignite the 
promotion chase with 
Lenzie currently sitting 
a comfortable 13 points 
ahead of their nearest 
challengers, Uddingston 
RFC.

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE

Results and � xtures
LAST Saturday’s results: Scottish Amateur Cup, fourth 
round – Oban Saints 5, East Kilbride Thistle 1; Premier 
Division One – Campbeltown Pupils and Lochgilphead 
Red Star no games; Premier Division Two – Tarbert 
v Paisley, postponed. The league now has its annual 
festive shut-down with � xtures resuming on Saturday 
January 5. 

OBAN SAINTS YOUTHS

Results and � xtures
Last Sunday’s results: Castlemilk BC 1, Under-13s 1; 
Game abandoned due to the behaviour Castlemilk 
coaches. Under-14s’, Under-15s’ and Under-16s’ games 
were postponed. The youth teams will now take a 
well-earned festive break and return to action again on 
Saturday January 6.

Oban Lorne RFC.
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 20, 
2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 03.39 3.5 09.47 1.4 
 16.10 3.8 22.12 1.2
Fri 04.19 3.7 10.34 1.2 
 16.50 4.0 22.54 0.9
Sat 04.59 3.9 11.21 1.0 
 17.30 4.1 23.37 0.7
Sun 05.39 4.0 12.08 0.8 
 18.10 4.1  **.** *.*
Mon 00.21 0.6 06.21 4.1 
 12.56 0.8 18.52 4.0
Tues 01.07 0.6 07.05 4.1 
 13.45 0.8 19.36 3.9
Wed 01.55 0.6 07.50 4.0 
 14.36 0.9 20.22 3.7              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
4°C to 9ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
6°C to 7ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain and a 
gentle breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
5ºC to 7ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

9

7

6

Weather fails to dampen the spirits 
as Saints march on in Scottish Cup 

Scott Maitland and Reece Bryce.Fraser MacFarlane nets the � nal goal of the game.

tain their new found vigour 
attacking straight from the 
restart where Dene Cassells 
was happy to see Sean Cullen 
carry the ball behind from 
a promising situation. But 
then Saints delivered a sucker 
punch to stretch their advan-
tage and regain the initiative.

Threaded
From the goal kick Saints 

worked the ball out from 
the back and Scott Maitland 
threaded a pass to Lewis 
Cameron who spun in behind 
the visitors’ high defensive 
line and raced through on 
goal. Daniel Connelly came 
o�  his line and got his feet to 
the ball which sent Cameron 
away from goal but still with 
the ball in his possession. 
With the keeper in no man’s 
land Cameron rolled the ball 
to Donald Campbell on the 
corner of the 18-yard box who 
calmly passed the ball into 
the unguarded net for Saints 
third goal.

Matthew Kelly continued 

his injury recuperation with 
a 55th minute appearance 
at the expense of Daniel 
Croarkin, who was just one 
mistimed challenge away 
from a second yellow card.

Saints once again failed to 
hit the target with a header 
when Dene Cassells made a 
good run across the face of 
the goal to send a stooping 
header from a 56th minute 
Lewis Cameron le�  wing 
corner kick wide of Daniel 
Connelly’s right hand post.

Hope
With the de� cit still at two 

the visitors, who never gave 
up, maintained some hope of 
getting back into the match 
and Jordan Conner forced 
Graham Douglas into a save 
a� er a good � istle move 
through the middle.

� ose hopes were extin-
guished on the hour mark 
when Scott Maitland linked 
up well with Matthew Kelly 
and Craig MacEwan to get 
in behind the Jags defence 
on the le�  and � re a low shot 
across the keeper and into 
the far corner to open his 
goal scoring account for the 
season.

An ankle knock ended 
Reece Bryce’s involvement 
with Peter Carr coming on 
as a 63rd minute replace-
ment before � istle struck 
the woodwork for a second 
time when Jack Irvine sent a 
dipping e� ort from 20 yards 
onto the top of the crossbar 
and out for a goal kick.

Saints made a further two 
changes in the 65th minute 
replacing Willie Gemmell 
and James Ford, who had 
a quiet game by his usual 
standards, with David Beaton 
and Fraser MacFarlane.

Saints passed up yet another 

headed opportunity in the 
67th minute with Craig 
MacEwan this time the 
culprit sending a header from 
a Lewis Cameron free-kick 
wide of target.

With 20 minutes remaining 
Jags striker Sean Cullen, who 
in the most part had been 
kept in check by Saints central 
defensive pair Dene Cassells 
and Steven MacLeod, made 
way for the fresh legs of Barry 
McMullan. � is was also the 
cue for Saints to make their 
� nal changes with good shi� s 
from full backs Ruaridh 

away and won a free kick 25 
yards from goal in the 75th 
minute. 

Goal scorer David Wilson 
took responsibility for the 
set-piece but failed to add to 
his tally curling his e� ort well 
over the crossbar.

Saints rounded o�  the 
scoring in the 80th minute 
when a well-weighted pass 
from David Beaton sent 
Craig MacEwan scampering 
through the inside le�  
channel. 

MacEwan rounded the ad-
vancing keeper and from an 
acute angle rolled the ball to 
the far post presenting Fraser 
MacFarlane with a tap-in.

� e time remaining on the 
watch of referee Gilchrist, 
who had an excellent game, 
was played out with little 
incident with players and 
supporters alike happy to 
hear the � nal whistle and 
� nally escape the elements.

Ticking over
� e Scottish amateur foot-

ball scene now takes a two-
week break for Christmas 
and New Year with Saints still 
going strong in all competi-
tions. However, with three 
important cup ties to look 
forward to in January, the 
Saints management duo of 
Donald Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell won’t be resting 
on their laurels and will be 
looking at ways of keeping 
their charges ticking over for 
a � ying start on January 5.

� e club would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
their fans and sponsors for 
their support throughout the 
year and to wish all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

Horne and Scott Maitland be-
ing rewarded with the chance 
to get to the showers early. 

Brothers Jamie and Dougal 
Graham came on as replace-
ments at right and le�  back 
respectively.

Lewis Cameron stung the 
palms of Daniel Connelly 
with a free kick on 74 minutes 
which the big keeper couldn’t 
hold and had to rely on 
skipper Calum Campbell to 
thump clear ahead of Craig 
MacEwan. 

� e visitors kept plugging 

All dressed for the weather, 
groundsman Ian Hay.
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INSIDE 
THIS  WEEK: 
Weather fails to 
dampen the spirits 

GOLFOban’s Robert MacIntyre 
is hoping he can go from 
strength to strength a� er 
recording two top-15 
European Tour � nishes in 
the recent South African 
Open and the Alfred Dunhill 
Championship.
 A� er competing in the 
South African Open in 

Johan-nesburg, Robert moved 
on to the €1,500,000 Alfred 
Dunhill Championship at 
Leopard Creek Country Club 
in Malelane, South Africa last 
� ursday. 
 In the � rst round Robert 
carded a two under par 70 
with four birdies and two 
bogeys.

 Round two saw the 22-year-
old � nish with a one under 
par 71 which featured two 
bogeys and three birdies.
 � e third round was a bit up 
and down with two double 
bogeys at the 7th and 8th 
which might have � oored 
anybody else but the young 
Glencruitten golfer battled 

back with � ve superb birdies 
and he only dropped one 
more shot at the 10th to � nish 
a level par round of 72.
 For the second time in a 
week the great Ernie Els was 
his partner for the � nal round 
with Bob � nishing one under 
in a round of 71. He carded 
four bogeys and � ve birdies 

to � nish the tournament four 
under par with a four round 
total of 284 which clinched 
him 15th place for the second 
week in a row.
 Robert will now take a festive 
break back home before going 
to the United Arab Emirates 
for the $7,000,000 Abu Dhabi 
HSBC Championship preset-

ed by EGA. � e tournament 
takes place from January 16 
to 19.

More magic from MacIntyre
Glencruitten’s Bob MacIntyre has a chat with the legendary Ernie Els during the � nal round of the Alfred Dunhill Championship. Photo: Bounce Sports



No 8438  Thursday 20 December, 2018 www.lochabertimes.co.uk         95p

& OBAN TIMES

More Christmas messages inside from 
your favourite local businesses and trades COLLECT TOKEN 2 INSIDE

to all our readers

Fort William has topped a 
‘health check’ study into the 
vibrancy of Highland towns.

With a score of 44 out of 50 
across 10 research categories, 
the town � nished above 
Dingwall, Nairn and Dornoch, 
and emerged as the highest 
ranked town centre in a 
report published last week by 
Highland Council.

Portree was ranked lowest of 
all the towns in the report with 
a score of 26.

� e study assessed the 
strength, vitality and perfor-
mance of Highland town cen-
tres by gathering data during 
the summer in 15 towns. Each 
town centre was scored against 
10 indicators of ‘health’, in-
cluding ease of movement, use 
of open space and night-time 
economy.

� e study found the percent-
age of independent retailers 
in Fort William (53 per cent) 
was signi� cantly below the 
Highland town centre average 
(73.64 per cent). However, the 
percentage of vacant units in 
Fort William was slightly be-
low the Highland town centre 
average with 8.27 per cent of 
shops empty.

Fort William Retail 

Fort tops town centre study
by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Association chairman Drew 
Purdon welcomed the report 
and praised the collective 
work of local businesses and 
community groups to restore 
pride in the town centre.

‘It’s tremendous as there’s 
been a lot of unfounded 
criticism of the High Street,’ 
he said.  ‘Four or � ve years 
ago there were a lot of empty 
shops but there’s been a huge 
amount of investment in the 
town from local business in the 
past few years. � ere’s plenty of 
con� dence in the High Street 
now and long may it continue.’

� e town scored full marks for 
its night-time economy, open 
green space and pedestrian-
friendly centre and scored 
highly in safety, pavements 
and historic environment. � e 
study also found the town had 
a ‘substantial o� ering’ of retail 
and a host of leisure services. 

However, the lack of cycle 
routes was noted.

� e report stated: ‘It scored 
highly for almost all the 
qualitative factors available, 
with excellent public art, good 
parking and more walkable 
than any of the other studied 
centres. Cycling facilities and 
ease of movement were, how-
ever, less impressive.’

� e � ndings of the report 
come a� er Fort William High 
Street was shortlisted in the 
category for SURF’s Scotland’s 
Most Improved Place category, 
but missed out on winning the 
top prize at a ceremony a fort-
night ago. � e entry focused on 
the huge improvements made 
in the town centre in recent 
years, including better public 
spaces in Gordon Square and 
Cameron Square, the instal-
lation of pontoons and the 
formation of the Fort William 
Town Team (FWTT).

FWTT secretary Sue Keen 
said: ‘At a time when many 
high streets have lots of empty 
shops and poor amenities, we 
are delighted this survey has 
shown Fort William High 
Street is a thriving and attrac-
tive place to be. � e town team 
recognises the contributions of 
businesses, Highland Council 
and our own hard-working 
volunteers.’

Kilted Yoga star Finlay Wilson stopped o�  at Steall Falls in Glen Nevis to pose for 
this special festive yoga-themed image during a visit to Fort William and Lochaber 
at the weekend to promote his new book.  See page four for full story. Photograph: AJW 

Photography.

‘It’s tremendous 
as there’s 
been a lot of 
unfounded 
criticism of the 
High Street’ 

Kilted Yoga star Finlay gets festive
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Soldiers from Lochaber’s 
infantry battalion, � e 
Highlanders, (4th Battalion, 
Royal Regiment of Scotland), 
took part in their annual 
Christmas church service.

Currently based at Bourlon 
Barracks at Catterick 
Garrison in North Yorkshire, 
troops marched last 
Monday  through the gar-
rison before arriving at the 
Garrison Memorial Church 
for the service.

A large number of members 
of the public turned out to 
line the route of the parade as 
the battalion, also designated 
as 4 SCOTS, passed by.

On December 12, soldiers of 
4 SCOTS conducted the annu-
al inter-company Elgin Rose 
Bowl competition, in which 
Support Company emerged 
victorious and overall winners.

Personnel played rugby, 

football and basketball. In 
the a� ernoon, there was the 
‘Jocks’ Christmas Lunch’, at 
which the battalion o�  cers, 
warrant o�  cers and senior 
NCOs served the Junior 
NCOs and ranks their 
Christmas lunch.

� is is a tradition which 
allows the higher ranks to 
show their appreciation for 

the junior ranks and also saw 
the battalion’s commanding 
o�  cer, Lt Col Neil Tomlin, 
carried shoulder-high into 
the junior ranks’ mess for the 
lunch.

� ere were many awards 
for sporting and professional 
achievements, prizes for the 
very amusing blanket compe-
tition and many promotions.

Highlanders battalion holds 
Christmas service and lunch 

The battalion 
pipes and drums 
lead o�  the 
parade.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Above, the Highlanders 
on parade ahead of their 
annual Christmas service 
at Catterick Garrison; 
and left, trophies were 
handed out after the sports 
tournament.
All photographs courtesy of 4 SCOTS
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Communities served by 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry and Glengarry 
community councils got 
extra Christmas cheer this 
week with news of a huge cash 
windfall from energy � rm 
SSE Renewables.

Along with other commu-
nities across the Highlands, 
they will bene� t from a slice 
of £28millon from SSE’s new-
est onshore wind farm.

SSE completed the construc-
tion and commissioning of 
the £350m Stronelairg Wind 
Farm, near Fort Augustus, 
recently and its 66 turbines 
can generate enough energy 
to power 160,000 homes.

Construction began in 
April 2017 and it is now fully 
operational and exporting 
clean power to the UK na-
tional grid.

The climber who died 
following a fall on Ben Nevis 
at the weekend has been 
named as Patrick Boothroyd, 
21, from West Yorkshire.

He was recovered from 
Tower Gully on Ben 
Nevis by the HM Coastguard 
helicopter after the incident 
was reported at 2.25pm on 
Sunday.

He was taken to the 
Belford Hospital, Fort 
William, where he died of his 
injuries.

A second male climber 
was also rescued and 
taken to Belford Hospital 
for treatment to non-life 
threatening injuries.

Police Scotland Sergeant 
Michael Bell said: ‘Our 
thoughts are with the man’s 
friends and family at this sad 
time.

‘There are no suspicious 
circumstances and a report 
will be submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

‘Thanks go to the crew 
of the HM Coastguard 
helicopter and Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team for 
their assistance with this 
incident.’

Climber dies    
after falling on 
Ben Nevis Communities get early 

Christmas present
‘Applications for sums of 

up to £10,000 will be made 
to SSE but the decisions will 
be made by a panel which 
includes � ve representatives 
from our communities. � is 
panel will meet twice a year 
to consider applications.’

Mr Fotheringham added 
£5,000 from the yearly pay-
ment of £50,000 had been 
ring fenced for micro grants 
of up to £500 each to small 
organisations. � ese grants 
will be determined quarterly 
by the community council.

SSE will be running a road-
show in Kilmonivaig Church 
Hall, near Spean Bridge, in 
late January to help prospec-
tive applicants.

Jim Smith, SSE Renewables 
managing director designate, 
said: ‘SSE Renewables is 
intrinsically connected to the 
Highlands. We’re committed 
to supporting the communi-
ties we’re part of.’

As part of the project, 
SSE created the Stronelairg 
Community Development 
Fund, o� ering one of the 
biggest cash injections the 
Highlands has seen. It will 
take SSE’s total community 
bene� t contribution in 

the area to more than £80 
million. An annual payment 
of £569,250 will be made 
available to communities 
across Stratherrick and 
Foyers, Fort Augustus and 
Glenmoriston, Laggan, 
Spean Bridge, Roybridge and 

Achnacarry and Glengarry 
with a further £569,250 going 
to SSE’s regional Highland 
Sustainable Development 
Fund to help strategic pro-
jects. � e Stronelairg Fund 
will contribute £28 million 
to the area over the next 25 
years.

� e fund will make a signif-
icant impact helping develop 
rural infrastructure, commu-
nity projects and skills and 
development opportunities 
throughout the Great Glen.

A delighted Spean Bridge 
Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
Community Council chair-
man John Fotheringham 
explained: ‘� is area is get-
ting a disruption payment of  
£50,000, index-linked, every 
year for three years starting 
in 2019 from the Stronelairg 
Wind Farm Fund following 
lengthy negotiations between 
the community council and 
SSE.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

The community bene� t fund was launched at an event 
at Foyers Hydro Power Station involving local school 
children.

Highland councillors have 
voted in favour of allowing 
free parking in Fort William 
over the festive period.

Lochaber councillor 
Andrew Baxter’s proposal to 
introduce six weeks’ free car 
parking for up to two hours 
in the town’s central short 
stay car parks was approved 
by a large majority at a full 
Highland Council meeting 
last � ursday (December 13).

� e two-hour free parking 
break is now in e� ect.

� e decision comes a� er 
council leaders originally 
blocked a decision made by 
the Lochaber area committee 
to introduce free parking in 
the run up to Christmas – a 
move which led Mr Baxter 
to resign as chairman of 
the council’s education and 
housing committee.

Now, a� er consideration 
from the full council in 
Inverness, the Lochaber 
area committee’s decision to 
introduce free festive parking 
has been honoured, albeit 
more than two weeks a� er 
the parking break was to be 
introduced originally.

� e motion was seconded 
by fellow Lochaber councillor 
Niall MacLean, who said 

that Lochaber was ‘a massive 
contributor’ to the Highland 
Council’s parking revenue 
and had raised more money in 
the last year than ever before 
and ‘residents and businesses 
are annoyed’ revenue was 
not gathered equally among 
council wards.

Lochaber councillor Denis 
Rixson also supported the 
motion and said that fairness 
was the main issue at stake. ‘It 
is in the interests of residents 
that we make this concession 

to Fort William. We made 
this decision not in spite 
of Highland Council but 
because we were told we had 
the power to do so.’

Councillor Allan 
Henderson put forward an 
amendment to challenge Mr 
Baxter’s motion at the meet-
ing, which proposed using 
the ward discretionary fund 
to pay for a period of two 
weeks’ free parking in the run 
up to Christmas. 

He argued that the six-week 
break in parking charges 
could cost the council be-
tween £10,000 and £28,000.

However, this received only 
14 votes in contrast to the 
motion’s 45 votes.

Fort William Retail 
Association chairman Drew 
Purdon was pleased with the 
decision but vowed to contin-
ue working for fairer parking 
charges across Highland 
region.

‘We are not giving up the 
� ght for parity with Dingwall, 
Alness and other towns that 
don’t pay for parking in the 
Highlands. We can’t let this 
slip.’

He added: ‘� is is one of 
the biggest anomalies in local 
government at the moment.’

Free festive parking in Fort 
William � nally approved 

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Andrew Baxter.
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Determined Fort William 
runner Sharon Smith is 
taking on one of the UK’s 
biggest sporting challenges in 
memory of her cousin.

Sharon was heartbroken 
when her cousin Laura Barr 
died aged 51 a� er a four-year 
battle with a brain tumour. 
� e cousins were born within 
months of each other and 
grew up together sharing 
the same family parties and 
Christmas celebrations.

Now Sharon has vowed to 
run the London Marathon 
in April to raise funds for 
research into the prevention 
and treatment of cancer. And 
Laura, who died in March 
this year, will be on her mind 
every step of the way.

Sharon said: ‘� e whole 

Marathon effort in 
memory of cousin

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL) has appoint-
ed George Leslie Limited to 
carry out work at Lochaline 
ferry terminal.

� e project, which will start 
in May 2019, includes the 
removal of the old aligning 
structure and construction of 
a new one as well as improve-
ments to the overnight ferry 
berth.

Extra marshalling space 
will be created and the ex-
isting slipway widened and 
lengthened and the berth 
area deepened to improve 
service resilience and remove 
the existing tidal constraint 
on the port.

To complete essential sec-
tions of the work, there will 
be a planned six-week closure 
starting in October 2019, 
during which time CalMac 
will operate a passenger 
only service from another 
location.

CMAL and CalMac will 
host a public drop-in meeting 
early in 2019 in Lochaline 
to allow residents to view 
proposals in more detail and 
to discuss the alternative 
service arrangements during 
the closure period.  Meeting 
details will be made available 
at a later date.

family was shocked when 
we heard she had cancer but 
she remained upbeat and 
determined to make the most 
of every single second.

‘Running 26 miles will be 
tough, but that’s nothing 
compared to the challenges 
Laura met and tackled head 
on in the last few years of her 
life. I’ll never forget when 
we took part in the Race for 
Life 5K together a� er Laura 
had been diagnosed. Six of us 
completed it and were crying 
as we crossed the � nish line. 
It was an emotional day but 

a hugely positive one too. I 
think Laura knew we were all 
doing it inspired by her.’

Sharon, manager of the 
Cancer Research UK shop 
in Fort William, will join 
around 40,000 people in-

cluding Olympic athletes and 
fun runners taking part in 
the 2019 London Marathon. 
Last year, Cancer Research 
UK’s marathon team raised 
£1.4million to fund research.

It will be her fourth mar-

athon as she has already 
completed the Fort William 
marathon twice and a mara-
thon in Glasgow to mark the 
millennium.

‘Laura will be on my mind 
every step of the 26 miles,’ 
Sharon continued. ‘I’ll also 
be thinking about Colin, a 
wonderful man who used to 
volunteer at the Fort William 
Cancer Research UK and 
who died from cancer. He’s 
greatly missed. � e London 
Marathon is one of the most 
famous running events in the 
world and I’m thrilled to be 
taking part in their honour.

‘� e marathon training 
feels tough at times, especial-
ly as the weather gets colder 
and the days shorter. It o� en 
means getting out there to do 
training runs at 5am before 
work when the sun hasn’t ris-
en yet. I’ll do it though – for 
Laura.’

Sharon Smith is in training ahead of her fourth marathon, 
in London next April, in memory of her cousin Laura Barr, 
who died this year. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Lochaline 
ferry 
terminal 
project 
awarded

‘Laura will be 
on my mind 
every step of 
the 26 miles,’ 

Members of Kinlochleven Community Council have thanked 
Jahama Highland Estates for its donation of a Christmas tree 
for the village.

The tree was put up last week in the Centenary Garden in 
the centre of Kinlochleven.

Kinlochleven thanks estate for tree

Kilted Yoga star Finlay 
Wilson and his twin brother, 
photographer Alastair 
Wilson, passed through 
Fort William and Lochaber 
at the weekend on a special 
Highland mission.

� e duo stopped o�  at 
various spots during the two 
days, including a visit to the 
Highland Bookshop in Fort 
William to sign copies of 
Finlay’s book, Kilted Yoga, 
to get new photographs and 
video footage.

Using a vehicle from � e 
Tartan Camper Company, 
the pair also stopped o�  in 
Ballachulish, before heading 
to Skye and then returning 
through Glen Coe.

It was Finlay’s original 
Kilted Yoga video used by 
the BBC on its online site � e 
Social which launched him 
and his yoga practice into the 

videos in all of these places. 
We travelled through the 
night from Glasgow to Loch 
Lomond, through Glen Coe, 
to Nevis Range, Fort William, 
then on to Skye and a night 
surrounded by darkness and 
the howling wind on the 
Quiraing.’

Finlay described conditions 
at the Quiraing as ‘freezing’,  
but there was certainly a 
warm welcome from one 
group of American tourists at 
Eilean Donan castle.

‘We arrived early-ish in the 
morning. 

‘� e weather was dry and 
there were not too many 
people about. But these 
Americans saw us and just 
screamed and came running 
over.

‘We signed a copy of the 
book for them and they said 
it had been our videos which 

spotlight with more than 100 
million worldwide views.

Kilted Yoga was then re-
leased as a book in October 
last year and has been attract-
ing people’s attention to yoga, 
Scotland and a healthier way 
of being and thinking.

A certi� ed Forrest Yoga 
teacher, Forrest Yoga 
G u a r d i a n - i n - t r a i n i n g 
and Senior Yoga Alliance 
teacher, Finlay is currently 
based in Dundee where he 
is co-founder and principal 
teacher of Heart Space Yoga 
and Bodyworks.

As well as his weekly classes, 
he now also leads classes all 
over the world and online.

Speaking about his trip 
to Lochaber, Finlay told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘It was 
amazing to see people who 
knew us and came to speak to 
us while we took images and 

Kilted Yoga star Finlay in 
special Lochaber visit
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Environmental issues and 
transport networks were 
once again the focus of debate 
at a recent Fort William 
2040 meeting as members 
of Fort William and Area 
Community Councils 
Partnership (FWCCP) grilled 
the manager of the project.

Representatives from 
four community councils 
gathered at Caol Community 
Centre last Wednesday 
night to hear an update on 
the FW2040 masterplan 
from development plan 
manager Scott Dalgarno and 
the Lochaber programme 
manager for Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) 
Alastair Nicolson.

A meeting was held the pre-
vious night in Ballachulish 
for the Association of South 
Lochaber Community 
Councils. Around 120 
people attended a public 
meeting at the Nevis Centre 
in September this year to ex-
press their views on the Fort 
William 2040 masterplan, 
which sets out all the devel-
opments expected to be com-
pleted in the town within the 

Alastair Nicolson, left, of Highlands and Islands Enterprise, 
and Scott Delgarno, development plans manager at 
Highland Council, at Caol Community Centre with the 
FW2040 map ahead of the follow-up consultation event. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos. 

Concerns linger over 
mains gas and roads

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

next 22 years. At the meeting 
in Caol last week, the group 
lambasted proposals to install 
a gas network in Fort William 
following research conducted 
earlier this year by gas suppli-
er SGN which revealed 68 per 
cent of residents are in favour 
of a mains gas supply being 
installed in the town.

FWCCP members ex-
pressed doubts over the 
study’s legitimacy and felt the 
survey’s questions were ‘in-
credibly biased’ in favour of 
the gas company. � e group 
was also deeply concerned 
that installing a gas network 
was even being considered, 
with one representative 
saying: ‘Highland Council 
should not be promoting gas 
as a fuel.’

It was no surprise transport 
was another main issue of 
concern. Mr Dalgarno was, 
however, unable to allay resi-
dents’ fears that the road net-
work will improve before any 
major developments begin. 
He said: ‘A number of devel-
opments being pursued may 
happen before the A82 im-
provements are progressed. 
And that was disappointing 
to hear for the community. 
� e community and elected 

members’ views is this is an 
issue of absolute urgency now, 
never mind the growth that’s 
going to happen.’ He pointed 
out Highland Council was 
currently pursuing a Scottish 
Transport Analysis Guide 
appraisal to ‘� ush out all 
potential solutions to the 
problems’ which means 
Transport Scotland’s position 
is ‘very stuck at the moment’.

� e community represent-

Latest � gures from 
Information Services 
Division Scotland con� rm 
NHS Highland has failed 
to meet the 62-day cancer 
treatment guarantee and 
the three-week waiting 
time standard for alcohol 
treatment.

� e Scottish Government 
set a target that 95 per cent 
of patients found to have 
cancer will begin their � rst 
treatment within 62 days of 
referral for tests and scans. 
However, only 79 per cent 
of patients received cancer 
treatment within the 62 days 
in the third quarter of 2018, 
with the maximum wait for 
cancer treatment being 226 
days.

� e Scottish Government 
also set a target that 90 per 
cent of people who need help 
with their alcohol problem 
will wait no longer than three 
weeks for treatment that sup-

ports their recovery. In NHS 
Highland, 86.6 per cent pa-
tients were seen within three 
weeks in the third quarter of 
this year. 

On average 94.9 per cent 
of patients were seen within 
three weeks for alcohol treat-
ment across Scotland during 
the same period.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Edward Mountain said: ‘It’s 
wrong that those who have 
been diagnosed with cancer 
face long waiting times and 
that those battling alcohol 
addiction are not given the 
support needed to help them 
on the road to recovery.

‘Early intervention is crucial 
in the treatment of all health 
issues and NHS Highland 
must take urgent action to 
improve waiting times.

‘Patients in the Highlands 
deserve better than this and 
I will be raising this matter 
with the health secretary.’

had been the reason for them 
deciding to make the trip to 
see Scotland for themselves, 
which is great.’

Finlay believed the whole 
‘kilted yoga’ phenomenon 
and the amazing images and 

video it had produced had 
attracted a younger interest 
in his yoga classes.

‘I think the whole kilted 
yoga thing has lent a more 
masculine image to it, which 
is a little bit di� erent perhaps 

to how it is o� en portrayed 
and promoted. 

‘It has certainly attracted 
people to my classes who 
say yoga was not something 
they’d thought about trying 
previously.’

Kilted Yoga star Finlay Wilson with Sarah-Louise Bamblett, manager of The Highland 
Bookshop, on Saturday. Photograph: AJW Photography.

atives also discussed other 
issues including cycle routes, 
the arts and housing.

NHS Highland misses 
waiting time targets

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003
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Highland councillors last 
week noted the extensive 
work being led by the local 
authority’s care and learning 
service and the signi� cant 
contribution this makes in 
becoming an ACE-Aware 
Council.

With more steps being 
made nationally and 
locally to understand the 
impact of Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs), 
Highland Council says it 
is continuing to improve 
services and decision-making 
surrounding adversity and 
trauma in childhood and the 
impact it can have on mental 
and physical health in later 
life. Research demonstrates 
childhood adversity and 
trauma has long and short 
term e� ects on learning, 
education, behaviour, mental 
health, socio-economic status 
and nearly all important 
outcomes in childhood and 
throughout life.

Adversity and trauma 
tends to have a longer and 
deeper impact the earlier it is 

experienced in life. Research 
also suggests there are other 
apparently ‘critical’ periods 
in a person’s development 
that can be strongly a� ected, 
such as early adolescence.

However, if dealt with early 
on, the impact of trauma and 
adversity can be reduced or 
even eliminated.

� e council says it recog-
nises that as a public body it 
plays a key role in providing 
support for those who expe-
rience trauma and adversity, 
along with other services 
and organisations such as the 
NHS and police.

� e Highland Council Care 
and Learning Service is well 
placed to do this as it provides 
universal and targeted ser-
vices to children and families 
from birth to 19 years of age, 
through health visiting, early 
years, education, school nurs-
ing and social care services.

In recent months, there has 
been an increase in awareness 
training for council practi-
tioners and managers.

Because of its high national 

pro� le, it was decided to 
use the � lm Resilience: � e 
Biology of Stress and the 
Science of Hope as a way of 
encouraging discussion about 
childhood adversity and trau-
ma in schools and children’s 
services.

Twelve workshops about 
ACEs were held for council 
sta�  in June. � e � lm was 
screened for elected members 
in the council chamber 
recently and was met with 
interest and re� ections.

Councillor John Finlayson, 
chairman of the Care, 
Learning and Housing 
Committee, said: ‘Building 
children’s resilience to stress-
ors through positive relation-
ships and the environment 
in which children grow and 
develop is at the root of all 
our services, supported by 
the Getting it Right for Every 
Child policy and multi-agen-
cy working.

‘Everyone has a role to play 
in helping to prevent and mit-
igate the e� ects of childhood 
adversity.’

Invergarry 
speed limit to 
be lowered

Understanding adverse 
childhood experiences

A Fort William barber 
shop has been named best 
in Scotland at the recent 
Scottish Hair and Beauty 
Awards.

Stag & Buck, on Middle 
Street in the town centre, 
won Overall Barber of the 
Year and regional North 
Barber of the Year at the 
awards in the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, Glasgow, on Sunday 
December 9.

Around 700 of Scotland’s 
top hair and beauty profes-
sionals gathered to honour 
the best of the country’s hair 
and beauty industry. 

� e prestigious awards 
were organised by Creative 
Oceanic but voted for by the 
Scottish public.

� e Scottish Hair and 
Beauty Awards, now in their 
eighth year, are dedicated to 
those who work hard to help 
people � nd their style and 
communicate it to the world 
as well as to those who make 
them look and feel fantastic.

Transport Scotland has con-
� rmed to Lochaber MSP Kate 
Forbes it will be lowering the 
speed limit to 40mph on the 
stretch of the A82 where it 
passes through Invergarry.

� is is part of one of the 
Highland’s busiest trunk 
roads and Ms Forbes, MSP 
for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch, took up the � ght 
to get the speed limit reduced 
a� er meeting with communi-
ty campaigners.

Residents were growing 
increasingly worried at the 
speed of vehicles travelling 
in the village, but the current 
50mph limit will now be 
dropped to 40mph.

Ms Forbes commented: 
‘� is is a signi� cant win for 
the local community, some of 
whom have been campaign-
ing for some time. 

‘Last year, I invited rep-

Kate Forbes MSP with Douglas Stewart from Glengarry 
Community Council.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

resentatives of Transport 
Scotland to Invergarry to 
meet the community council.

‘Standing there at the side 
of the road, it is very clear 
that cars approach the corner 
at great speed and it is of 
concern and worry to resi-
dents and pedestrians. I am 

delighted Transport Scotland 
has con� rmed its intention 
to lower the speed limit to 
40mph permanently. 

‘� is is a brilliant result and 
I am pleased that a� er a lot 
of meetings and correspond-
ence the speed limit will be 
lowered.’

Fort barber 
wins 
national 
prize

� ere has been a welcome 
rise in awareness about 
mental health issues in the 
workplace.

� is year’s Lochaber Ideas 
Week focused on this crucial 
topic with a special Mental 
Wellness in Business event 
sponsored by Developing 
the Young Workforce West 
Highland.

� e mental health charity 
Birchwood Highland led an 
interesting ‘toolbox’ talk that 
challenged our assumptions 
about mental health and 
introduced the concept of 
packing a mental health self-
care toolkit with tools to take 
care of our mental well-being.

� ese tools will di� er for 
everyone, but it could be as 
simple as spending time out 
in nature, eating healthily 
and making time in our busy 
lives for hobbies and interests.

Josh Quigley, known as 
the Tartan Explorer, gave 
a fascinating and moving 
presentation about his own 
incredible journey from suc-
cessful young entrepreneur 
to inspirational mental health 
campaigner. He talked about 
the importance of opening 

up to others and taking small 
positive steps.

Addiction and mental 
health issues were also 
explored by former No 10 
communications director 
Alastair Campbell in his 
fascinating Charles Kennedy 
lecture during Ideas Week. 

He talked of his own strug-
gles with addiction as well 
as those of his friends and 
focused on the importance 
of friendship and non-judge-
mental support.

Personal issues don’t stop 
at the o�  ce door – they can 
a� ect us in the workplace too.

At this festive time of year, 
let’s o� er the gi�  of really 
listening to our friends and 
colleagues and supporting 
each other. 

Merry Christmas and a 
healthy New Year.

View from the Chamber
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Highland Council agreed six priority commit-
ments in its revised programme at last week’s 
council meeting.

� e six themes within the programme are: a 
council that champions the Highlands; a place 
to live; a place to thrive; a place to prosper; a 
welcoming place and Your Highland Council.

� ese themes and the actions the council 
has agreed to re� ect priorities which have 
emerged through the public engagement 
during November.

An overarching new vision has also been 
agreed. � is is that the council will be 
‘ambitious for a sustainable and connected 
Highland’ and will support its communities 
in this goal.

A corporate plan will now be developed, 

with outcomes linked to key performance in-
dicators. Council Leader Margaret Davidson 
said the revised programme had a clear vision 
which underpinned the priorities which the 
local authority had highlighted for the future, 
including a new theme of ‘a council which 
champions the Highlands’. She continued: 
‘� e Highlands is a unique area with a distinc-
tive international brand and we must maxim-
ise the opportunities we have to celebrate and 
promote all that Highland has to o� er.’

Chief executive Donna Manson added: ‘In 
response to a call from communities for a 
more transparent and collaborative approach, 
the council will look at how best to structure 
the organisation to support local service deliv-
ery and governance.’

A former Ardnamurchan, 
Oban and Dunbeg woman 
has celebrated her 100th 
birthday.

Mary Macintyre was born 
in Ardnamurchan, where she 
lived and worked during her 
early life.

She met and married Donald 
MacColl in 1951 and they set 
up home in Glenmore, where 
Donald was a shepherd on the 
Boot’s estate. 

� ey moved to 
Gallanachbeg in Oban where 
Donald continued shepherd-
ing and later they retired to 
Dunbeg.

Mary and Donald made 
many friends in and around 
Oban and were seen regularly 
at Comunn Gaidhealach 
events.

A� er Donald died and 
Mary became less con� dent 
living alone, she moved to 
Glasgow in 2010 to stay with 
her daughter Margaret and, 
when she needed additional 
care as a result of her demen-
tia, she moved into Mugdock 
Care Home, Bearsden. 

She has been very happy 
there and is cared for by 
magni� cent sta� .

Vision for future priorities set out by council

Mary MacColl enjoys her birthday surrounded by friends 
and family.

During her birthday cele-
bration on November 28 in 
Mugdock House, many of 
Mary’s friends and relatives 
joined in the party fun.

Sarah Sinclair sang many 
of her favourite songs and 
her grand-daughter Valerie 
played music on the keyboard 
which delighted Mary and 
her fellow residents.

A special celebration was 
held on December 1 at her 
daughter’s home in Bearsden 
and it was greatly enhanced 
by the presence of Mary 
herself, who joined the party 
and had a wonderful time 
with relatives and friends 
from near and far, including 
the Black Isle.

Her grand-daughters 
Roslyn, with partner Dave, 
and Valerie together with 
her grandson Eric, his 
wife Amani and Mary’s 
great-grandchildren Ailsa 
and Euan (on Facetime from 
Los Angeles) all made the 
celebration special.

Mary thanks everyone who 
sent her kind messages on 
her birthday and she wishes 
everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Mary celebrates 
100th birthday

Club welcomes 
new member

SNH says no ‘cull’ 
of ravens in 2018 
No cull of ravens was sanc-
tioned in Lochaber or on 
Skye or Raasay during 2018, 
according to Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH).

However, the wildlife man-
agement agency con� rmed 
to the Lochaber Times that 
six licences were issued over 
the past year in this area 
to protect livestock, which 
approved the killing of up to 
144 individual birds in total.

SNH has recently been 
at the centre of a row over 
information released under 
Freedom of Information 
requests, which record that 
farmers and landowners 
across Scotland have been 
granted licences to kill more 
than 4,000 ravens in the past 
four years.

� e wildlife agency was 
strongly criticised by animal 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

campaign groups during the 
summer over a licence to kill 
69 ravens at Strathbraan in 
Perthshire, with the reason 
given being to protect wading 
birds.

� is was legally challenged 
and the killings were sus-
pended a� er 39 ravens had 
been shot.

Quizzed by the Lochaber 
Times as to whether there had 
been any culling of ravens in 
Lochaber, Skye and Raasay in 
2018, SNH said: ‘No licences 
were issued in 2018 to cull 
ravens in Lochaber, Skye 
and Raasay. Six licences were 
issued in the area to prevent 
serious damage to livestock, 
each permitting the killing of 
up to 24 ravens.

‘� e aim isn’t to reduce the 
population, rather remove 
the problem birds and deter 
others.’

� e de� nition of a ‘cull’ 
is a method of reducing the 

population of a wild animal 
by selective slaughter and 
SNH has been adamant any 
licences granted were not 
done so for such a purpose.

However, when asked to 
comment on SNH’s grant-
ing of the six licences for 
Lochaber, Skye and Raasay, 
an RSPB spokesperson said: 
‘� ere are strict legal tests 
which need to be applied 

A juvenile raven perched on a cli�  top in Scotland in May. 
Photograph: RSPB.

by SNH when considering 
serious agricultural damage 
by ravens.

‘SNH will shortly be 
publishing a long-expected 
scienti� c report which will 
show whether current levels 
of raven killing in Lochaber 
and other parts of Scotland 
are having a detrimental 
impact on local raven popula-
tion recovery.’

 

Lochaber Rotary Club 
welcomed Ian Nicol into 
its ranks at its meeting on 
December 5.

Mr Nicol, originally from 
Saltcoats in Ayrshire but 
who now lives in Spean 
Bridge, had a long and suc-
cessful career in the Royal 
Air Force. After retiring, he 
continued his links with the 
RAF by working as assistant 
secretary (Welfare) for the 
RAF Benevolent Fund.

Club president Iain 
Johnston thanked Mr Nicol 
for the insight into his 
career, welcomed him to the 
club and presented him with 
his lapel pin.
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We have a real blast from 
the past this week with a 
photograph from our regular 
ex-pat contributors ‘down 
under’ in Australia.

David Mackenzie moved 
to the Melbourne suburb 
of Frankston in Victoria 
State from Fort William in 
the mid-1950s and recently 
found this photograph of 
the 1st Inverlochy Guides in 
1944/45, of which his sister 
Marjorie was a leader.

Marjorie, second right, 
second row, sadly died �ve 

For more than 30 years, 
�e Highland Council has 
collated information so that 
the historic environment can 
be carefully considered in 
development projects.

�is Highland Historic 
Environment Record (HER) 
database was placed online in 
2010. Now, a new interactive 
and easier-to-use website has 
been launched.

�e Highland Historic 
Environment Record On-line 
(HERO) database contains 
information, photographs, 
illustrations and reports 
for more than 50,000 of 
Highland’s archaeological 
sites, historic buildings, bat-
tle�elds, designed landscapes 
and other sites of cultural 
importance.

HERO is not only an inval-
uable research resource for 
communities, schools and 
developers but also makes 
it possible for everyone to 
contribute directly so new 
information can be made 
available to everyone. �is 
ensures cherished sites can 

Lochaber Showstoppers 
this year proudly presents 
Beauty and the Beast as its 
panto.

�e company is breaking 
the mould in more ways than 
one and promises to dazzle 
and surprise its audience 
with fantastic musical ar-
rangements and dances but 
lots of new faces and a return 
to Ballachulish Village Hall.

A whole new generation 
of performers from all over 
the Lochaber area as well as 
some returning favourites 
have gathered together to 
give one hilarious, dramatic 

years ago but David is keen 
to know if any of the others 
are still around.

Marjorie had written the 
names on the reverse of the 
photograph. 

�ey are, back row from 
le�: May Brown, Ann 
Cunningham, Mary Fraser, 
Barbara McKay, Morag 
McKinnon, Myra McLean, 
Isabel McLeod and Isabel 
Johnson. Second row from 
back, from le�: Cathie 
Taylor, Mary Corson, 
Sheena Patterson, Helen 

McBeath, Maybeth Black, 
June McGorum and Donalda 
McDonald.

�ird row from back, 
from le�: Myra Carmichael, 
Margaret Montgomery, Jean 
Gemmell, Mrs Douglas, 
Sheena McDonald, Marjorie 
Mackenzie and Mary 
Mackay.

Front row, from le�: 
Ena McLoughlin, Mina 
and Bessie MacGillivray 
(cousins), May Oag, Mary 
Lorimer, ? Morrison, Lizzie 
Johnson and Elfra Petrie.

Guide memories from Fort expats

The cast of 
Beauty and 
the Beast 
have been 
rehearsing 
hard for this 
year’s show.

Lochaber panto a real beauty this year
and downright amazing 
pantomime.

�e story centres on the 
time old tale of Beauty 
and the Beast but with a 
Showstoppers twist and a 
sprinkle of Photon magic in 
the music production.

�is is a show the whole 
family will enjoy and prom-
ises to have everyone singing 
and dancing all the way 
home. 

�is year’s pantomime 
marks a special occasion for 
Lochaber Showstoppers, as 
the amateur dramatic group 
has been running for 25 

years and one of its founding 
members, Sheena Coull, 
returns as director.

Performance times are: 
�ursday December 20 – 
7pm doors open; 7.30pm 
curtain up. Friday December 
21- 7pm doors open; 7.30pm 
curtain up.

Saturday December 22 – 
matinee – 2pm doors open; 
2.30pm curtain up.

Saturday December 22 – 
7pm doors open; 7.30pm 
curtain up.

Adults £10/concession £6/
family ticket (two adults and 
two children) £30. 

be protected, making the 
Highlands a better place to 
live and visit.

HERO allows anyone to 
contribute directly to the 
record, which is a key compo-
nent of the project and unique 
in Scotland. It recognises that 
communities and visitors 
not only consume the data, 
but can provide information 
otherwise unavailable. It is 
mobile device friendly and 
can be accessed wherever a 
phone signal is available.

Chairman of �e Highland 
Council’s environment, de-
velopment and infrastructure 
committee and Lochaber 
councillor Allan Henderson 
commented: ‘HERO empow-
ers communities to use their 
heritage as an asset. It will 
also be of use to developers 
and council services and pro-
vides an important resource 
for schools and universities. 
In this way, the council will 
aim to ensure the Highlands’ 
unique history and culture 
can be protected, promoted 
and cared for into the future.’

Councillor holds 
out for HERO
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Sta�  from the Fort William 
o�  ce of insurance broker and 
risk management specialist 
Gallagher have raised more 
than £5,000 for the Belford 
Hospital to fund the purchase 
of two special mattresses to 
alleviate bed sores for ter-
minally ill patients – a cause 
close to the heart of one team 
member.

� e dedicated team took 
on a 195-mile step challenge, 
where colleagues were tasked 
with completing a gruelling 
13 miles every day for just 
over two weeks.

� ey were supported 
from other branches across 
Scotland, who undertook 
a cycle challenge from 
Edinburgh to Falkirk, with 
everyone from account man-
ager to director level taking 
part to support the good 
cause. 

� e team cycled a combined 
total of 125 miles to raise 
funds for the charity.

� e Belford Hospital Fund 
was chosen as it is close to 
the heart of one of the team 
members in Gallagher’s Fort 
William o�  ce.

Ann-Marie MacRae’s father 

The team from Gallagher’s Fort William o�  ce hands over the money to sta�  at the 
Belford Hospital.

sadly lost his short battle with 
cancer earlier this year and 
she was keen to raise money 
for the organisation so that 
other families would bene� t 
in the future.

Initial fundraising e� orts 
amounted to more than 
£2,865 – a � gure that was 
then doubled to more than 

£5,730 through ‘Gallagher 
Gives’, a match-funding ini-
tiative o� ered by the broker’s 
UK head o�  ce.

Ian Macdonald, branch 
director at Gallagher’s Fort 
William o�  ce, said: ‘I’m 
incredibly proud of everyone 
who took part in this step/
cycle challenge for such a 

worthwhile cause. � e char-
ity is close to our team due 
to Ann-Marie’s experience 
and we’re delighted to raise 
enough funding to ensure 
two families can bene� t from 
specialist mattresses to allow 
their loved ones to receive 
vital comfort and care.

‘Community is at the heart 

of Gallagher’s ethos and we 
were delighted to be able to 
give something back to those 
in need. 

‘I’d like to thank all of our 
volunteers who helped to 
make our challenge a success 
and to the incredible support 
from clients, local businesses, 
colleagues, insurers, friends 
and family who generously 
donated to Belford Hospital 
NHS Highland’s Fund.’

Anne Boyd-MacKay, the 
hospital’s rural general 
manager, added: ‘� is is a 
wonderful donation.  

‘We’ve been overwhelmed 
by the support we’ve received 
from Gallagher and the dedi-
cation shown by the team to 
raise money for the Belford.

‘� eir commitment to sup-
port others in the local area – 
spurred on by their personal 
experiences – is fantastic. 

‘We are committed to de-
livering the best possible pal-
liative care for our patients, 
which is why funding of these 
special mattresses by sta�  at 
Gallagher’s is so appreciated. 

‘A huge thank you is extend-
ed to the team for all their 
hard work.’

Staff step in with hospital cash

Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA        BBC.CO.UK/IPLAYER         facebook.com/BBCALBA         @BBCALBA

A’ Bhliadhn’ Ùr air BBC ALBA
Bliadhna na h-Òigridh 

@ BLAS 
Disathairne 29 Dùbhlachd, 9f 
Saturday 29 December, 9pm

Ceòl bho Trail West, Brìghde Chaimbeul, 
Breabach agus Skipinnish mar pàirt 

de Bliadhna na h-Òigridh @ Blas. 

Music from Trail West, Brìghde Chaimbeul, 
Breabach and Skipinnish to celebrate 

The Year of Young People @ Blas.

Mànran aig Barrowland
Diluain 31 Dùbhlachd, 10.10f 

Monday 31 December, 10.10pm

Cuirm shònraichte a chaidh a chlàradh 
air Latha Naoimh Anndrais, 2018.

A concert special from Mànran recorded 
on St Andrew’s Day, 2018. 

Cèilidh na Bliadhn’ Ùire 
Diluain 31 Dùbhlachd, 11.30f 

Monday 31 December, 11.30pm

Beò bho Talla Bhaile Ghobhainn le  
Cathy NicDhòmhnaill agus Niall Iain Dòmhnallach  

agus le ceòl bho Kathleen NicAonghais,  
Kim Carnie, Hò-rò is eile.

Live from Govan Old Town Hall with  
Cathy Macdonald and Niall Iain Macdonald,  

with music from Kathleen MacInnes, Kim Carnie,  
Hò-rò and much more.

Piper Alpha: An Sgàil
Piper Alpha:  

Under the Shadow
Diluain 31 Dùbhlachd, 9f 

Monday 31 December, 9pm

30 bliadhna às dèidh Piper Alpha,  
tha Iona Ballantyne airson a’ bhuaidh  
a thug e air na teaghlaichean, i fhèin  
nam measg, a thoirt gu aire dhaoine.

30 years after Piper Alpha, Iona Ballantyne  
wants to examine the impact on the families,  

her own included, who suffered from the disaster.

Mach À Seo
Diciadain 2 Faoilleach, 10f 

Wednesday 2 January, 10pm

Tha fios aig Ramsay MacMahon dè na 
cuairtean deireadh-sheachdain as fheàrr  

an Alba agus tha e a’ tilleadh le sreath ùr. 

Ramsay MacMahon returns with a new series 
of his guides to the ultimate weekend away  

in Scotland. 
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Warmest Christmas greetings to all our readers

What is Christmas to you?
Trees, lights, shopping, 

spending money you don’t 
have? Buying fancy food 
you probably won’t eat? 
� e shining faces of excited 
children?

Just another lonely day? 
Just another day of trying 
to keep warm; of trying 
to � nd something to eat? 
More di�  cult when the 
shops are shut and the 
shoppers have gone.

Christmas, the season to 
be jolly is, in fact, a joyless 
time for many.

Rev Morag Muirhead, 
Moderator of Lochaber 
Presbytery.

� e Big Sleep Out all 
around Britain at the 
beginning of December was 
to raise awareness and money 
for homeless charities.

In every town and village, 
the numbers of people 
needing the help of the 
foodbanks is increasing.

Christmas to many is 
the romanticised story of 
the baby Jesus, born in a 
stable, laid in a manger, with 
shepherds and angels and a 
star and kings.

But what does that mean to 
the busy, the homeless, the 
hungry, the weak, the poor 
and the lonely? Not a lot, 
probably, though it was for 
them He came.

But a place o� ering 
warmth, shelter, hot food 
and fellowship; the o� er of a 
warm coat, hat, gloves, scarf; 
the o� er of help for problems 
big and small – that is the 
meaning of Christmas. � e 
love of God and the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ shown 
in practical ways – that is the 
spirit of Christmas. � at is 

Christianity in action, which 
is not just for Christmas but 
for all – for ever.

Blessings to everyone for 
Christmas and for 2019 from 
the Church of Scotland, 
Presbytery of Lochaber.

Bishop Brian McGee.

Have you ever wished you 
could have been present at 
the � rst Christmas night? 
Imagine hearing the angels 
sing. � e wonder of seeing 
Jesus just a� er he was born, 
lying in the crib. Like Mary, 
we could have pondered the 

mystery in our hearts. If 
only we could have known 
the joy of the shepherds. 
Such an experience would 
have been so wonderful. 
Isn’t it a pity we never 
experienced it?

� ere is no reason for 
regret though. � ose 
who encountered Jesus at 
Bethlehem or anywhere 
else in Israel – as a child 
or as a man – had no 
advantage over us. It is 
possible for us to have the 
most intimate and personal 
relationship with Jesus for 
he lives within us. During 
the Last Supper Jesus 
urged: ‘Make your home in 
me as I make mine in you.’ 
John 15:5. ‘You will know 
that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you.’ 
John 14:20. However, do 
we experience this deeply 
personal encounter with 
the Lord?

During the Mass of 
Christmas Day, St John’s 
Gospel proclaims that 
although Jesus is ‘the true 
light…..the world did not 
know him. He came to his 
own domain and the world 
did not accept him.’ John 
1:10-11. Is it not sad and 
tragic that God prepared 
the chosen people for the 
coming of Jesus and yet 
he was rejected? Is it not 
equally sad that our own 
society rejects him today? 
Are we ourselves any 
better? St Teresa of Avila, 
in her masterpiece � e 
Interior Castle, emphasised 
that at the centre of our 
being Christ resides 
radiating light and beauty, 
longing for us to bene� t 
from his presence but, 
unfortunately, very few 
Christians are even aware 
of his internal presence.

St Teresa’s insight begs 
the question would I 
have recognised Jesus at 
Bethlehem? On that holy 
night would I have been 
� lled with joy, as only a 
few were, or would I have 
been indi� erent to the 
divine presence like the 
majority? Yet the beautiful 
truth is that today we can 
still intimately encounter 
Jesus. � is is God’s Will. 
It is only ourselves that 
prevents it. During Advent 
we heard the voice of John 
the Baptist pleading that 
we repent and prepare the 
Lord’s Way. Only then can 
we truly experience Jesus. 
� is Christmas let us open 
up our hearts to the Lord. 
Let us seek silence amidst 
the noise to re� ect on his 

love. Let us be prayerful. Let 
us turn away from sin and 
reach out to others in love. 
� en, with open hearts and 
minds, we will recognise 
Jesus and rejoice in his 
presence.

It would certainly have 
been lovely, but it was not 
necessary, for us to have been 
present at Bethlehem. For 
today we can still see Jesus’ 
glory that is his as God (c.f. 
John 1:14). Christ truly lives 
within us, longing for us to 
encounter him. May you do 
so and be thoroughly blessed 
this Christmas season.

Donald Cameron of 
Lochiel, Lord Lieutenant of 
Inverness.

May I take this opportunity 
to wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and a happy, 
healthy and prosperous 
2019. Lochaber is, of course, 
a wonderful place to live 
in – spectacular scenery, 
many and diverse outdoor 
activities, caring  communi-
ties but also a recent vibrancy 
which bodes well for the 
future. � ere seems to be 
an air of optimism which  
will hopefully translate into 
bene� cial results for the area. 
Let us hope 2019 will be a 
year of achievement. Very 
best wishes.

It is hard to believe another 
year has come and gone. 
As we approach Christmas 
and re� ect on the past year, 
I am sure there are mixed 
emotions. All of us have 
faced good times and bad – 
some more than others.

I have been particularly 
struck by the centenary of 
the end of World War One. 

Kate Forbes, MSP SNP

To enjoy the � rst Christmas 
of peace time a� er four 
years of bloody warfare must 
have been indescribable. 
Men returning from the 
front, families reunited and 
hearts starting to heal a� er 
loss and anguish. Although 
peace was announced in 
November, many were still 
returning from the front over 
the Christmas period and 
families waited with great 
hope to see brothers and sons 
and husbands.

� ere are few tragedies 
as emblematic of the 
inexplicable su� ering and 
utter devastation of World 
War One than the sinking of 
the Iolaire as it carried men 
home for New Year’s Day 
1919. � e same families who 
had endured four years of 
worry and waiting, expecting 
a telegram any day, now 
watched as the ship carrying 
their precious boys sank 
within sight of home. � e 
indescribable pain that swept 
the isles of Lewis and Harris 
can’t be put into words, but 
we must commemorate them 
this Christmas and New 
Year’s Day.

� ere is much to be thank-
ful for in 2018. Whilst many 
parts of the world are not at 
peace, we are. Humankind 
has strived for peace on earth 
for centuries and generations 
and Christmas gives us hope 
that it is possible, despite our 
repeated failings as a civilised 
species. � e Christmas story 
in Luke’s biography of Jesus 
tells of angels singing to 
shepherds by night: ‘Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those 
on whom his favour rests.’ 
May you know that peace 
not just this season but 
throughout 2019.

� e year is drawing to a close 
and as we enter the festive 
season I always � nd it right 
to have a period of re� ection 
on what has gone before.

Politically we have seen 
some unprecedentedly turbu-
lent times in recent months 
and years. As the United 

Ian Blackford, MP SNP.
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

In a year that has been 
politically dominated by 
Brexit, it can sometimes feel 
like nothing else gets done. 
Yet, in the last 12 months I 
am proud of how my Scottish 
Green Party colleagues and 
I have made life better for 
communities throughout the 
Highlands and Islands.

At the beginning of the 
year, we struck a historic 
budget agreement, delivering 
more than £27 million for 
councils in the region.

� e Scottish Parliament 

� e most wonderful time of 
the year is once again upon us 
and the snowy weather of last 
weekend set o�  the magic of 
the mid-winter celebrations 
with the perfect blast of cold 
and Christmas colours.

� is is my favourite time of 
the year and being stranded 
in Perth last weekend because 
of snow and ice on the roads 
was the perfect way to enter 
the spirit of the season.

Like many others who had 
planned to get to our concert 
in Perth, I thought at points 
on the A9 heading south, 
having le�  from Elgin, that 
I would not arrive in time. 
With treacherous driving 
conditions and various minor 
accidents blocking the way, 
I had resigned myself to the 
probability that the gig might 
have to be cancelled.

All things considered, it 
was with great relief  that we 
reached Perth safely and, 
although many concert-goers 
were late to arrive or  didn’t 
risk the roads and stayed at 
home, the excitement of the 
snowy journeys made added 
to the atmosphere and gave 
the perfect foundation for 
feeling the excitement of 
approaching Yuletide.

� e a� er-concert celebra-

Kingdom looks to extract 
itself from the European 
Union, the rights and wrongs 
of those proceedings have 
been debated vigorously 
across all countries of the 
United Kingdom.

I hope as we head into 
a New Year it gives us all 
time to come together and 
remember that despite any 
di� erences of opinion it is 
important to love and respect 
one another no matter your 
beliefs or where you are from.

What I believe to be im-
portant over Christmas and 
New Year is to take stock and 
spend time with those who 
are closest to us. � e festive 
season is a time for family, 
friends and celebrating what 
is best about humanity – the 
love we have for each other. I 
will be spending the time at 
home with my wife Ann and 
our children on our cro�  on 
the isle of Skye. Whatever 
plans you have, I wish you 
all a safe and enjoyable time 
with your loved ones, where 
ever you may be.

Christmas is a special time 
of the year, where we can all 
pause our busy lives for a day, 
take stock of the year that has 
past, spend time with family 
and friends and celebrate 
the wondrous and joyous 
occasion of the birth of Jesus.

It is also the time of giving 

Donald Cameron MSP.

As an MSP representing the 
Highlands and Islands – half 
the land mass of Scotland – I 
spend a lot of time travelling 
the length and breadth of 
the country. It’s a pleasure 
and a privilege and I look 
forward to covering even 
more ground in 2019. One 
of the best parts of my job is 
getting to meet all the do-ers 
everywhere I go. � e people 
who are working hard all 
over the country to make 
their communities better. 
� ank you for all the work 
you do. 

Maree Todd MSP. John Finnie, MSP Scottish 
Greens.

passed its � rst Social Security 
Bill, ensuring that the limited 
welfare powers devolved to 
Scotland are delivered in a 
spirit of dignity and respect. 
Green amendments ensured 
the hated medical assess-
ments will not be included in 
the Scottish system.

I am also proud to have 
played a role in scrutinising 
the Domestic Abuse Bill, 
as a member of the Justice 
Committee, ensuring 
coercive and controlling 
behaviour is tackled in 
addition to physical violence.

So while the antics down 
at Westminster � ll the 
headlines, there is much 
work going on to improve 
the lives for the people of 
Scotland.

In 2019 I look forward to 
working on the Transport 
Bill to deliver better bus 
services for rural communi-
ties and taking forward my 
own bill to provide children 
with equal protection from 
assault. I hope everyone is 
able to enjoy some time o�  

over the festive period and 
thank those who work in our 
public services at what can 
o� en be a challenging time.

and receiving gi� s and as 
we frantically go out and 
� nd the perfect presents 
for our loved ones, we 
should all take a moment 
to consider buying from 
our local shops. 

It is true that in years 
gone by, the rise of online 
shopping has had a sig-
ni� cant e� ect on our high 
streets. While for many of 
us online shopping can be 
more convenient, let’s not 
forget the abundance of 
unique, local shops across 
Lochaber.

Finally, it has to be said 
that we’ve witnessed a 
turbulent and divisive year 
in politics. 

For that reason, and 
for others, it’s all the 
more important we come 
together and recognise the 
central Christmas message 
of peace and goodwill 
to all men and women. I 
would like to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and 
a happy and prosperous 
New Year.

tions that resulted from our 
unplanned stay in Perth 
were similarly enjoyed all the 
more for their unexpected 
occurrence. Sitting comforta-
bly in a cosy hotel by a roaring 
� re with a dram and eating 
mince pies at 2am was a very 
� ne end to the night.

Constant reference points 
in our lives are important for 
keeping a stable platform of 
existence in the fast-changing 
and ever-moving mayhem of 
the modern world.

� e  joy of anticipation 
for Christmas is one of the 
strongest of these ropes of ref-
erence  and they are tethered 
powerfully to our own past 
and the history of mankind.

For thousands of years, cele-
brations of the winter solstice 
have been an ingrained part 
of life in this part of the world 
and the merging of Christian 
traditions into these  ancient 
customs to create what we 
know today as Christmas 
have added greatly to the sig-
ni� cance of this annual time 
of goodwill, feasting and rest.

As well as the long history 
of Christmas, we all have 
personal memories and ref-
erences built up over our own 
lifetimes and these merge 
with tradition to create the 

feelings that make it such a 
huge part of our lives.

Simple things such as the 
sounds of Christmas carols, 
the aroma of mulled wine 
and Christmas pudding, the 
illumination of decorations 
outside houses and the sight 
of CalMac ferries in Oban 
Bay adorned with Christmas 
lights spark some of my own 
favourite seasonal associa-
tions. Apart from a couple 
of gigs in, for us, the new 
territories of Dumfries and 
Galashiels, the rest of our 
festive musical celebrations 
take place in Oban Times and 
Skipinnish  home grounds 
of Argyll and Lochaber. 
Campbeltown, Oban, 
Dunoon and Fort  William 
are always memorable places 
to play at any time of the year 
but over the festive period the 
partying will be particularly 
jolly and we are very much 
looking  forward to celebrat-
ing with you all!

I hope the wild winter 
weather won’t jeopardise 
the gigs but I will happily 
be stranded in any of these 
places for an  unexpected 
a� er-party! To Oban Times 
readers and Skipinnish fans, 
I wish you all a very merry 
Christmas.
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It has been announced that 
Prince Charles and First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon will 
join the descendants of those 
who died in the Western 
Isles’ Iolaire maritime dis-
aster of 1919 at the national 
commemorative service 
scheduled for New Year’s Day 
to mark 100 years since the 
tragedy.

More than 200 men return-
ing home a� er the end of the 
First World War, many of 
them from Lewis and Harris, 
drowned when the naval 
yacht sank.

HMY Iolaire hit a reef in bad 
weather near to Stornoway 
harbour on Lewis.

� e commemoration 
event will see wreaths laid 
by Scotland’s most senior 
naval o�  cer Rear Admiral 
John Weale and Norman 
Macdonald, convener of   
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

� e service   will be held 
at Stornoway’s Iolaire 
Memorial, which overlooks 
the scene of the sinking and 
will be conducted by � e 
Very Reverend Dr Angus 
Morrison.

At the same time as the 
service on land, Rev James 

Maciver of Stornoway Free 
Church will conduct a similar 
service aboard Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s ferry MV Loch 
Seaforth.

� e vessel will be lying 
near where the Iolaire hit the 
Beasts of Holm rocks on New 

Year’s Day in 1919.
More than 500 people will 

be on board the ferry, includ-
ing schoolchildren from   the 
Western Isles, who will throw 
201 red carnations into the 
sea in remembrance of those 
who died.

� e bombing of Pan Am � ight 
103 over Lockerbie 30 years 
ago tomorrow (Friday) is the 
closest modern equivalent in 
terms of impact on a com-
munity to that su� ered by the 
people of Lewis and Harris by 
the sinking of the Iolaire   a 
century ago.

So said Sandy 
Matheson, honorary president 
of Stornoway Historical 
Society, at this month’s formal 
opening of the o�  cial Iolaire 
exhibition in Sandwick Hall.

In an evening of thoughts, 
prayers, poetry and music, Mr 
Matheson and the Reverend 
William Heenan,  of St 
Columba’s Old Parish Church, 
were the main speakers at the 
event. 

� e exhibition is in the up-
stairs rooms of the Sandwick 
Hall – the public space nearest 
the Beasts of Holm where the 
yacht was lost on January 1, 
1919, along with 201 lives – 
and is open until February.

Rev Heenan said: ‘� ese 
last four years of rolling 
commemorations for the First 
World War and the various 
major battles fought during it, 
have in some respect helped to 
prepare us for this the hardest 
and � nal of these commemo-
rations – the loss of the Iolaire.

‘However, the silent grief, 
borne by the people of Lewis 
and Harris; the excruciating 
pain of the sorrow which 
has permeated every � bre 
in the warp and we�  of the 
fabric of this society; and the 
lack of both information and 
answers as to why and how 

Prince Charles 
to attend 
Iolaire service

Lockerbie bombing is modern 
equivalent to Iolaire disaster

Just a short distance from the wreck site, descendant 
Anne Frater holds a picture of her great-grandfather John 
Macleod who was lost in the ship wreck. 
Photograph: Warren Media

Alasdair Allan, SNP MSP 
for Na h-Eileanan an Iar, 
has welcomed the Scottish 
Government’s dra�  budget 
announcement, a� er it 
was con� rmed that health 
services in the islands will 
receive a £2.7million boost 
next year. � e increase will 
see NHS Western Isles’ 
funding increase 3.7 per 
cent year-on-year.

Finance Secretary Derek 
Mackay did, however, 
highlight the risk Brexit 
plays to this investment, 
with the potential for the 
Scottish Government to be 
forced to review the budget 
should the UK face a ‘No 
Deal’ scenario.

Commenting, Dr Allan 
said: ‘People across the 
Western Isles will welcome 
the signi� cant investment 
in our local NHS services, 
with a real-term increase in 
spending announced in the 
dra�  budget. 

‘� e Brexit chaos, 
however, presents a real and 
present risk to this invest-
ment. � e � nance secretary 
con� rmed the Scottish 
Government may be forced 
to review the budget later in 
2019, if the Conservatives 
force us to crash out the 
European Union without a 
deal. It is imperative for our 
health and public services 
that this does not happen.’

MSP Allan 
welcomes 
islands NHS 
cash boost

Uists residents enjoy           a BIG Lunch in Balivanich Hall
� e � rst BIG Lunch held in 
Balivanich Hall, Benbecula, 
recently proved a success 
with individuals, families, 
neighbours and communities 
all coming together through 
friendship and fun.

Co-ordinated by NHS 
Western Isles Health 
Promotion Department and 

the Cuimhne Project Tagsa, 
with funding from the Life 
Changes Trust and Robertson 
Trust, the lunch attracted   
more than 50 people, young 
and old, from villages around 
the Uists.

� ey enjoyed a meal of local-
ly-sourced produce, including 
venison donated by Storas 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Mowi hosts Kyleakin 
community event
� e team from Mowi (former-
ly Marine Harvest) welcomed 
nearly 30 members from the 
local community to a   recent 
special cheese and wine event 
at the Broadford Hotel on 
Skye.

� e event was an informa-
tion evening on the company’s 
new £125million feed plant at 
Kyleakin, which is gearing up 
for business with more than 
half the workforce now in 
place.

Site manager Kevin O’Leary 
said: ‘We organised the 
evening to give people the 
opportunity to � nd out more 
about the feed plant as we gear 
up to opening next year.

‘� e local community has 
been very patient during the 
construction of the new feed 
mill and many residents have 
also helped with the relocation 
of our international sta�  who 
have now settled in the area. 
We felt it was important to say 
a large thank you to them.’

Mowi has recruited 37 
members of the 53-strong 
workforce so far with another 
six due before the end of this 
year. � e full complement of 
sta�  should be in place by the 
end of January.

Ultimately, 60 per cent of the 
workforce will be local with 
the plant providing diverse 
and well-paid jobs in the area.

For James Mackay, feed 
plant shi�  process controller, 
and his wife, Jenna, a job at the 
feed plant has enabled them 
to return to the Highlands to 

raise their family.
Mr Mackay explained: ‘My 

wife was born and bred in 
Kyleakin and I’m from Harris 
originally. 

‘Having worked in Glasgow 
for the last 12 years when 
the opportunity came up I 
grabbed it with both hands. 

‘We have a young son and 
a lot of relatives here so to be 
able to raise our family here is 
very special.’

� e feed plant has also 
proved a real draw for sta�  
with specialist skills and 
knowledge in engineering, 
� nance, feed and safety 
management from across the 
globe. Seven nations will be 
represented in the workforce 
at Kyleakin including Italy, 
India, Norway and Germany.

Maiken Harsvik, who 
attended the event, chose to 
move to Kyleakin a� er work-
ing at Mowi in Norway.

� e 25-year-old accountant 
has thrown herself into 
community life in Kyleakin: 
‘� is was a really good move 
for me. I love the outdoors 
and I like to be part of the 
community.

‘Since moving here, I have 
had the chance to explore 
the beautiful nature on Skye 
while hiking and biking. I 
have also been training with 
Skye Strength and Movement 
in several locations like 
Dorine Hall, Breakish Hall 
and An Crùbh and have met 
a lot of nice people from Skye 
and Lochalsh.’

the disaster occurred have to 
a large extent inhibited the 
island from processing and 
working through their loss, 
and coming to terms with 
their heartache.

‘Time has helped to heal 
some of the wounds in� icted 
by the events of that terrible 

night, enabling people to, at 
last, begin to speak about it 
and to process its harrowing 
legacy, but the scars of the 
tragedy still remain. 

‘� ey are indelibly ingrained 
on the psyche of islanders 
and their diaspora, just as the 
peat-banks and lazy-beds now 

no longer worked still mark 
and scar the landscape of our 
island topography.’

Comparing the Iolaire’s 
loss to the Lockerbie disaster 
of December 21, 1988, when 
270 people lost their lives, he 
added: ‘I trust that this exhi-
bition and all events related to 
this 100-year anniversary will 
prove to be therapeutic for our 
community in its prolonged 
and continuing recovery from 
the dreadful loss in� icted 
by the Iolaire going onto the 
Beasts of Holm.’

Mr Matheson thanked 
Angus and Mary McCormack 
of Sandwick Community 
Council for being instru-
mental in organising the 
exhibition.

And he said: ‘� e Iolaire 
disaster cast a deep and 
long-lasting shadow over our 

community. It was followed 
in short sequence by the 
failure of Leverhulme’s plans, 
by the mass emigration of 
young men and women on the 
Metagama and the Marloch, 
by the e� ects of the world 
depression of 1929, by the 
government-caused collapse 
of our vital herring industry 
and then by the new carnage 
of the Second World War…

‘It seemed as if we had a dev-
astatingly pessimistic future 
but our people hung on.’

He also thanked Rev Prof 
Norman Drummond and 
Maggie Cunningham of the 
Scottish Commemoration 
Committee, the Working 
Group led locally by Norman 
MacDonald and Lord 
Lieutenant Donald Martin.

Performances of music and 
poetry followed.

Uibhist and vegetables from 
Cothrom and Tagsa, plus teas, 
co� ees and homebaking.

Music and entertainment for 
the event was provided by the 
Fiddle Club and young people 
from Liniclate School.

NHSWI Health 
Improvement O�  cer Marion 
Matheson said: ‘Feedback re-

ceived a� er the lunch was very 
positive, with people saying 
they had really enjoyed it and 
that it was nice to see di� erent 
age groups together.

‘People were also asking if 
it could be held more o� en 
and also commented on the 
lovely food and dancing; with 
thanks given to all the organ-

isers.’ � e BIG Lunch event 
was originally the brainchild 
of the Eden Project in 2009, 
but was further developed 
following national research 
which shows that today 
more people than ever are 
increasingly feeling isolated 
from their neighbours and 
that communities are not as 

connected as they once were.
Ms Matheson added: ‘It was 

great to see all the di� erent 
age groups coming together, 
having fun, sharing stories 
and dancing with each other.

‘It’s hoped that this event 
will now become an annual 
feature in the Uists,’ she 
added.

Karen MacIver, left, 
and Alyth McCormack 
reading of how Karen’s 
grandfather survived. 
Photographs: Katie Laing.
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Lack of investment in 
housing is not good news
Argyll and Bute Council is presenting its 
updated housing plan as good news (� e Oban 
Times, December 13), but I am disappointed at 
the low level of investment in a� ordable hous-
ing being provided to Argyll and Bute by the 
Scottish Government compared with 10 or 12 
years ago when annual investment in housing 
was well over £20 million.

If we look back to 2006, funding was £21.9 
million. When we compare that with the 
2018/19 allocation of £16.1 million, it can be 
seen that this is a massive cut of more than 25 
per cent. Where we would expect the council to 
be receiving much more for housing from the 
Scottish Government than it did 10 or 12 years 
ago, we see that the next two years are not much 
better with allocations of only £17.1 million and 
£18.2 million, well below the levels of funding 
the council received in the past.

Because of these ongoing cuts in investment 
for housing from the Scottish Government, the 
council was informed that it would have to con-
tribute £1.9 million each year for the next three 
years from its Strategic Housing Fund.

As this fund is council taxpayers’ money, I 
informed the council that I believed it was un-
acceptable that council taxpayers across Argyll 
and Bute were having to subsidise a� ordable 
housing to the tune of almost £6 million due to 
the cuts in funding for a� ordable housing from 
the Scottish Government.

� e spin that the Scottish Government puts on 
this is to say that it is now putting funding into 
building council houses. What it does not say is 
that it is taking funding from housing associa-
tions to do that. Even the council should not be 
spinning this as good news.

Councillor George S Freeman, 
Ward 9 – Lomond North.

Flu immunisation � gures 
were inaccurate
Search as I might, I cannot � nd a correction or 
retraction from Councillor Alastair Redman 
regarding the erroneous information on 
comparable � u vaccination uptake � gures in 
Scotland and England, published in his letter 
to � e Oban Times on November 29.

I suppose we shouldn’t be surprised that he 
repeats, parrot fashion, the words of his interim 
leader Jackson Carlaw, who was himself repri-
manded for the use of false claims over vaccina-

tion numbers during FMQs on November 22.
For the sake of clarity and for Councillor 

Redman’s information, I can do no better 
than quote the First Minister’s remarks to Mr 
Carlaw: ‘� e � gure of 51.7 per cent for over-65s 
in England was published by Public Health 
England related to the week ending November 
11. As you will surely have been aware, the � gure 
of 39 per cent for over-65s in Scotland, published 
by Health Protection Scotland, was for the week 
ending October 28.

‘In the simplest terms, you erroneously com-
pared Scotland’s position with that of England 
two weeks later. � e October 28 � gure for 

England for over-65s was in fact 33.8 per cent – 
below that of Scotland.’

She added: ‘In order to assist you in ensuring 
this error is not repeated, you may wish to be 
aware that the latest uptake � gures for the week 
ending November 25 for Scotland and England 
for over-65s have been published by Health 
Protection Scotland and Public Health England. 
� e latest comparable � gure in England was 62.5 
per cent, lower than the rate in Scotland of 63.3 
per cent.’

Furthermore it would  appear that the scare 
stories being repeated by the Tories regarding 
a shortage of vaccine at some surgeries was also 

Charities bene� t 
from sel� ess work of 
so many volunteers
Your Lochaber Times this week is replete 
with upbeat, positive, happy festive news 
and photographs, as might well be expected 
given the time of year.

All across Fort William, Lochaber and the 
Isles, sel� ess individuals have worked away 
by themselves or coalesced with like-
minded souls to help others.

Among the splendid events being held in 
recent days are the Lochaber Showstoppers 
panto Beauty and the Beast at Ballachulish 
Village Hall, a great charity e� ort by sta�  at 
the Fort William o�  ce of Gallagher which 
raised more than £5,000, and the inaugural 
BIG lunch held on Benbecula that drew 
people from around the Uists.

� en there have been all the usual 
Christmas parties and school nativity 
plays, festive tea parties such as that held 
by Arisaig SWI, Lochaber Rotary Club 
handing out gi� s and singing carols at a 
number of care homes, and the fundraising 
Santa dash at Ballachulish. � ere are, of 
course, many more worthy events and we 
thank everyone involved.

Wishing you all a 
very merry Christmas
It would be fair to say that 2018 has been an 
eventful year, particularly when it comes to 
the weather. Who could possibly forget the 
now infamous ‘Beast from the East’ which 
caused such disruption and hardship?

Now we are back in the depths of winter 
once more with Christmas just a few days 
away. Fortunately, despite being a little 
stormy this week, we have not been blasted 
with similar freezing conditions.

Some of you will be hoping for a white 
Christmas while others will be hoping the 
snow will stay away.

Whatever the weather, we here at the 
Lochaber Times wish all our readers and 
advertisers a very merry Christmas.

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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PLOCKTON

LOCHABER

Glengarry Trust has won Best 
Sustainable Energy Project Proposal 
for its community woodfuel 
proposal at the Falck Renewables 
Community Awards.

As winner, the trust received a 
contribution of £5,000 to set up a 
community woodland � rewood so-
cial enterprise. Known as Glengarry 

Pupils from St Bride’s Primary School in North Ballachulish 
recently performed their Christmas nativity musical 
Christmas Praise in Nether Lochaber Parish Church.

� e children gave an a� ernoon performance on Tuesday 
last week, then an evening performance on the Wednesday.

Both performances were very well attended by families 
and the local community. � ey also entertained their guests 
with a Gaelic song and several musical pieces involving 
string instruments.

A wonderful tea with home-baking was served a� er both 
events, thanks to St Bride’s parents. 

Plockton and district raised a record 
£1,142.86 for the Earl Haig Fund this 
year.

Morag Mackenzie, Duirinish, col-
lected for the 50th year. Lochalsh, 
Glenshiel, Glenelg and Achmore 
raised a record £3,759.35. 

Linda Raby organised a collection 
in Broadford and raised £1,005.88.

� e Lochalsh branch of Legion 
Scotland held another bingo session 
in Balmacara House on November 
28 and raised £267 for branch funds. 

� e next session is on January 23 
2019. � e branch will distribute 20 
parcels at Christmas.

Plockton and Kyle Free Church la-
dies held their annual sale for church 
missions in the Kyle open door cafe 
on November 16 and raised £1,400.

Around 60 senior citizens enjoyed 
their annual dinner and ceilidh in 
Plockton hall on December 7. Music 
was by Glenelg Dance Band.

At Plockton during November 
there was 5.5 inches of rain with 10 
dry days.  

� e warmest day was 16.5°C and 
coldest was 11.2°C.

Fort William Town Team secre-
tary Sue Keen � nally caught up 
with Norrie MacLean to present 
him with his leaving gi� s and card 
a� er he had been unable to attend 
the group’s recent Christmas 
social event.

� e group’s � rst chairman, Mr 
MacLean is leaving Fort William 
for pastures new in Dundee.

Our photograph shows Mrs 
Keen presenting Mr MacLean 
with a granite cheese/cake board 

Arisaig’s branch of the Scottish 
Women’s Institute held its Christmas 
tea party on � ursday December 13.

An enjoyable time was had by 

Last night (Wednesday), Lochaber 
Rotary Club members, accompa-
nied by Santa, will visit Mosspark, 
Invernevis, Victoria Court and 
Abbey� eld Ballachulish care homes 
to entertain residents with carol 
singing and to distribute Christmas 
gi� s.

� e gi� s are made possible by 
donations from local businesses 
Morrisons Supermarket, Ben Nevis 
Distillery, Nevis Bakery and Nevis 
Range Ski Resort.

Accompanied by their in-house 
musicians Richard, David and 
Sheana, the Rotarians performed six 
or seven carols at each venue.

� eir day began at 11am in 
Mosspark and ended about 8pm 
at the Belford Hospital where they 
sang at the open studio space that 
links the two main wards.

Club president Iain Johnston said 
every year they look forward to their 

Sue Keen presents farewell gifts to Norrie MacLean.

engraved with the town team logo 
and a specially designed card with 
photographs of him painting, 
washing street furniture and 
gardening. � ere was also a gi�  
card for Mr MacLean and his wife 
May to spend on something nice 
for their new home in Dundee.

Mrs Keen commented: ‘Norrie 
was absolutely delighted and 
thanked everyone. He has prom-
ised not to be a stranger and to be 
back in Fort William o� en.’

Town team � nally presents 
Norrie with his leaving gifts

annual tour and added: ‘We really 
enjoy entertaining the residents. 
We get great feedback and it’s good 
to know we are li� ing their spirits. 
� anks go to the generous local 
businesses, to the care home sta�  
and to my Rotarian colleagues.’

ARISAIG

everyone, including the six guests, 
who added to the festivities. � e 
branch even signed up a new mem-
ber during the event. Members were 
entertained by Vera MacDonald, 
Anne Cameron, Yvonne MacDonald 
and June Cairns, the last of whom 
won the ra�  e.

Competition – a Christmas dec-
oration made with cotton wool: 1 
June Cairns; 2 Yvonne MacDonald; 
3 Edwina; 4 Barbara Collins.

� e next meeting will be on 
January 17 2019.

St Bride’s pupils star 
in nativity shows

Glengarry Trust 
wins sustainable 
energy award

Toni Volpe, chief executive o�  cer of Falck Renewables, Maria MacRae 
and Anna Cooper of Glengarry Trust and Erin Hunter of Falck Renewa-
bles. 

Community Woodlands, it is hoped 
the venture will bring a local re-
source back into use, create employ-
ment and help with the management 
of local forests to bene� t the whole 
community.

Commenting at the awards 
ceremony in Stirling on November 
20, Anna Cooper from Glengarry 
Trust said: ‘We are delighted to 
receive £5,000 towards Glengarry 
Community Woodlands. 

‘� is means we can put our plan 
into action much quicker than 
anticipated. 

‘Both the trust and the wider 
community believe in the potential 
of this project to bring multiple 
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s
 � e Belford Hospital’s ‘Surgical Ward 

PCA Infusion Pump Appeal  Ra�  e’ – phew, 
I’m glad I’ve got that one out – was a huge 
success. And the prizes must have brought 
smiles to the faces of a couple of local pets. 
Because the winner of dinner for two was Ben, 
who happens to be an Acharacle sheepdog. 
Hopefully, however, Ben will be given a � ne 
dog’s dinner while the MacKinnon family 
partake of the prizewinning meal. And Trevor 
won a bottle of Bell’s. Trevor, believe it or not, 
is a pet guinea pig in the Fort!
 McT’s chef Martin Calam was relaxing on 

the plane, delighted to be jetting away from 
the kitchens for a week. He would be attend-
ing, among other appointments, his school 
reunion in Beacons� eld. Martin was � ying 
from Inverness and was looking forward to a 
few days of ‘restful activity’, with none of the 
rushing about as per McTavish’s. At 35,000 
feet Martin opened a copy of ‘Executive’, 
one of the in-� ight magazines. Idly lea� ng 
through it, he reached page 30. And what did 
Martin � nd? An article on Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce by its chairman, McT’s  man-
ager Raymond Hervo. ‘I couldn’t believe my 
eyes. Is there no getting away from it?’ Martin 
mused. He needed a sti�   drink to get back 
down – metaphorically – to earth. Fortunately 
that didn’t present a problem. Martin had won 
a bottle of whisky in the Belford ra�  e!
 John – I’ll spare  his blushes by not giving 

his surname – set o�  to install a shower cabi-
net door in Corpach, ‘Queen of Suburbia’. On 
arrival he was collared by the old wi� e of the 
house, who was stuck in a chair in the living 
room. ‘Can you come in here, lad, before you 
get your hands dirty, and put on my ankle 
socks and shoes for me?’ Nobly, John, despite 
having visions of this unusual good deed  
� nishing up in ‘Confessions of a Plumber’ or, 
worse still, the Roamer column, duly obliged.
 A member of one of the Japanese back-up 

teams at the Six Day Trials was haring up 
the glen on his Yamaha early on Wednesday 
morning. His honourable head was not pro-
tected by a helmet. But that was soon sorted 
out. Japanese rider rounded a bend and came 
up against a large local ‘polis’ who was direct-
ing the Glen Nevis trials tra�  c. Big hand went 
up. Big hand then patted Japanese bonce. ‘You 
no’ wear crash helmet?’ Yamaha man not un-
derstand. ‘Aya yaha-yaha,’ he said – or words 

to that e� ect. Polis took glove o�  and tapped 
Japanese head. ‘Sore – if you fall o� ,’ the 
o�  cer pointed out, leaning down to the road 
and doing a piece of mime. Japan man got the 
message. Le�  his bike on the riverside verge. 
Hoofed it back to the Milton. Returned with 
skidlid. Put it on. � umped his � st against the 
helmet and said, smilingly, an English word 
he had picked up along the way. ‘Sore!’ Bowed 
to the ‘polis’, picked up his bike and rode o�  
into the sunrise.
 Eric Wallace took a phone call in his shop 

at 5.20pm last Friday. ‘Could you come round 
to Cameron Square and get my keys?’ wailed a 
normally sophisticated legal voice.  Eric duly 
obliged. And there, in the square, a bunch of 
keys dangled out of an o�  ce window. ‘� e 
girls have locked me in,’ wailed the party of 
the � rst part. ‘And I can’t open the front door 
mortice lock from up here.’ Well, that, at least 
was the ‘inside story’. � e episode certainly 
put the Eric in ‘hystERICs’ as he dutifully 
opened up the front door of the adjoining 
premises to let his stranded neighbour emerge 
to start his Bank Holiday weekend.
 Norrie MacLean was over from Toronto. 

On the � nal night of his stay he was ceilidh-ing 
in Claggan. In the small hours, Norrie decided 
it was time for him to make a break for it to 
Caol. He’d come over by car, but had had a 
dram – or two. However, at the back of the 
Tom na Faidhir house was an old bike and 
Norrie asked if he could requisition it. A dab 
hand – and foot – at the cycling, is Norrie, 
having successfully manoeuvred Munro the 
Butcher’s message bike around Lochaber in 
his youth. However, it was pointed out to him 
at the house that the borrowed bike had no 
lights. ‘Ach, I’ll just cycle on the pavement and 
then over the bridge at Old Inverlochy Castle,’ 
said Norrie. And o�  he pedalled. At the BA 
road end, Norrie was apprehended by the ‘po-
lis’. No lights. Norrie was quick to explain. ‘I 
le�  the car at Claggan because I’d had a drink,’ 
said he, reasonably. ‘And I’m heading back 
home to Toronto later this morning.’ Norrie 
will always remember the police o�  cer’s 
retort. ‘Well, you’d better get some lights on 
your bike, then.  It might be dark when you 
reach Canada.’
 Jenny Agutter and family were soaking 

up the sun while holidaying at Glenborrodale 
Castle. � ey took a sail to Tobermory,  a walk 
along the Sanna Sands and a visit to Castle 
Tioram. However, despite her acclaimed 
starring role in the ‘Railway Children’, Jenny 
didn’t take a trip to Mallaig on the steam train.

� e weekend’s Santa Dash in aid of Abbey� eld Care 
Home, Ballachulish, and the village Christmas lights 
raised £264.27. Karl and Sam Hobson were congratu-
lated for � nishing particularly fast. Everyone proved 
themselves a star for turning out to help two local groups 
and bring more than a few smiles.

Special thanks went to Lorna MacAskill Scott of 
Highland Hustle for the warm up, and Deborah Fyfe, 
Martina Preece, Neil Mcritchie, Jo Watt, Daisy, Holly, 
Liam and Eben for helping. � anks also went to every-
one who donated ra�  e prizes and Karl, Pamela and the 
girls at the Quarry Cafe. It was really appreciated.

From left: Merriol Baldwin, Lorna Scott and Deborah 
Fyfe who organised the Santa Dash.

Ballachulish Santa dash 
raises home funds

bene� ts to the local area.’
Toni Volpe, chief executive o�  cer 

of Falck Renewables, added: ‘� e 
panel was very impressed by this 
entry which has clear potential to 
make a meaningful impact to the 
community for years to come. We 
look forward to seeing this project 
develop.’

� e judging panel of represent-
atives from Falck Renewables 
and Scottish Renewables was also 
impressed with a proposal from 
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston 
Community Company in partner-
ship with Kilchuimein Academy 
and Primary School to provide LED 
lightbulbs to the local community. 
� is initiative, designed to increase 
awareness of energy conservation, 
was awarded £1,500.

Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston 
Community Company won second 
prize in the Best Community Project 
category. Following a devastating 
� re, the community used funding 
from its local wind farm to under-
take a major construction project of 
Cuill Chuimein Medical Centre. 

� e project received £2,000 a� er 
an online vote hosted on the Falck 
Renewables Community portal. 
Any individual involved in projects 
that have been at least part funded 
by a Falck Renewables Community 
Bene� t Fund or BenComs were 
eligible to enter the competition and 
to vote on all the � nal submissions.
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10-pin league results
After week eight of the Lochaber Building Supplies ten 
pin bowling leagues at the Nevis Centre in Fort William 
Alleycats continue to lead the scratch division with 37 
points followed by Council on 33 points and The Empire 
in third place with 29 points. Alleycats also continue to 
lead the handicap division with 30 points followed by 
The Empire on 27 points. Retrovators move into third 
place with 22 points.

Individually the best scratch game in week three came 
from Ron Gretton (Retrovators) with a 189. Ron also had 
the top handicap game of 250 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 430 whilst Brian Johnstone (Alley-
cats) had the best two-game scratch series of 323.

The best team scores of the week came from Alleycats 
who had the top scratch game of 589 and the top 
two-game scratch series of 1120 whilst Retrovators had 
the top handicap game of 777 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 1543.

The top scratch averages are currently held by Brian 
Johnstone (Alleycats) on 161 followed by Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) on 143 and Gus Fraser (Council) on 142.

TEN PIN BOWLING

Lochaber Rugby Club hosted its children’s Christmas party at the weekend. The clubhouse at Banavie was abuzz 
with activity as youngsters joined in the Christmas spirit. Photo: Abrightside Photography. 

Youngsters enjoy Lochaber 
rugby club Christmas party

Lorne’s � xture falls
victim to the weather

Millbrae  P
Oban Lorne P

Tennent’s West Division 2

Oban Lorne’s � xture 
away to Millbrae in West 
Division 2 on Saturday 
fell victim to the wintry 
weather conditions along 
with the vast majority of 
the regional � xtures over 
the weekend.

The Oban squad mem-
bers made the decision at 
9am on Saturday morning 
not to make the trip to 
Ayr for fear of returning 
in dangerous driving 
conditions that could 
have put the squad’s 
safety at signi� cant risk.

This proved to be a 
sensible decision with 
road conditions on 
the A85 at Tyndrum in 
particular causing huge 
problems for commuters 
on Saturday evening.

With one half of the 
2018/2019 season played 
Oban Lorne sit third in 
the league winning eight 
and losing four of their 12 
� xtures played so far. 

This is a decent return 
for a team who is in 
transition both in terms 
of personnel and playing 
style.

Head coach Andrew 
Johnston has blooded 

RUGBY

in a number of young 
players since the start 
of the season including 
David Cameron, Lorne 
Sinclair and James Divers, 
who have all impressed 
and have become 
mainstays in the squad 
selection as the season 
has progressed.

Experienced newcom-
ers such as Eric Roberts 
and Owen McDonald 
have bolstered the young 
side who will continue to 
develop both individually 
and as a squad over the 
coming months.

Craig Wright at full 
back has contributed to 
the team’s e� ort of 407 
points scored with his 
impressive haul of 24 
tries in so far, working out 
at two tries per league 
game played. Wright will 
be hoping to continue his 
scoring streak over the 
next 10 matches.

Next up for Oban Lorne 
is the visit of league 
leaders Lenzie RFC to 
Glencruitten on Saturday 
January 5. 

An Oban Lorne win 
would reignite the 
promotion chase with 
Lenzie currently sitting 
a comfortable 13 points 
ahead of their nearest 
challengers, Uddingston 
RFC.

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Top 15 fi nish for 
Robert MacIntyre

Glencruitten’s Bob MacIntyre has a chat with the legendary Ernie Els during the � nal 
round of the Alfred Dunhill Championship. Photo: Bounce Sports

Oban’s Robert MacIntyre 
is hoping he can go from 
strength to strength a� er 
recording two top-15 
European Tour � nishes in 
the recent South African 
Open and the Alfred Dunhill 
Championship.
 A� er competing in the 
South African Open in Johan-
nesburg, Robert moved on 
to the €1,500,000 Alfred 
Dunhill Championship at 
Leopard Creek Country Club 
in Malelane, South Africa last 
� ursday. 

Four birdies
 In the � rst round Robert 
carded a two under par 70 
with four birdies and two 
bogeys.
 Round two saw the 22-year-
old � nish with a one under 
par 71 which featured two 
bogeys and three birdies.
 � e third round was a bit up 
and down with two double 
bogeys at the 7th and 8th 
which might have � oored 
anybody else but the young 
Glencruitten golfer battled 
back with � ve superb birdies 
and he only dropped one 

more shot at the 10th to � nish 
a level par round of 72.
 For the second time in a 
week the great Ernie Els was 
his partner for the � nal round 
with Bob � nishing one under 
in a round of 71.
 He carded four bogeys and 

� ve birdies to � nish the tour-
nament four under par with a 
four round total of 284 which 
clinched him 15th place for 
the second week in a row.
 Robert will now take a festive 
break back home before going 
to the United Arab Emirates 

for the $7,000,000 Abu Dhabi 
HSBC Championship preset-
ed by EGA. � e tournament 
takes place from January 16 
to 19.

GOLF
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SWIMMING

Swim team’s success at the 
Highland championships
Young Lochaber swim-
mers showed ‘massive 
improvements’ at the recent 
Highland Schools Swimming 
Championships in Inverness, 
with 12 swimmers now hop-
ing for a place in the national 
�nals in January.

�e Lochaber Leisure 
Centre Swim Team had 
40 swimmers competing 
at the annual Highland 
schools event in Inverness 
on November 7 with repre-
sentatives from primary and 
secondary schools across the 
area taking part in what was 
the team’s most successful 
championships.

�e team now has 22 re-
corded times going forward 
for consideration to qualify 
for the Scottish Finals held 
in January 2019, at Tollcross 
Swimming Pool, Glasgow. 

�e times need to be in the 
�rst three of the age group 
in a regional gala and meet 
the Scottish consideration 
times – a big achievement. 
Once all quali�cation times 
have been entered from all 
around Scotland, the top 20 
to 30 swimmers qualify for 
the �nals.

�e team has 12 possible 
�nalists – beating its 
previous best of eight. �e 
Lundavra Primary School 
relay team could also be 
entered for the national relay 
championships, which take 
part in the June, a�er the 

William Cann won two gold medals, as well as recording 
a club record and a big personal best in the 100m front 
crawl. 

From left: Swimmers Charleigh Adams, Andzelina Gerasimuka, Aleksandra Gerasimuka and Lauryn MacKenna. 

Lochaber girls back row, from left: Natalie Byrne, Hannah 
Loughray, Alizabeth Morgan. Front row: Rhianna MacCal-
lum, left, and Dobrochna Czapla. 

Jenna MacLean won two gold medals and recorded two 
club records. Jenna broke the elusive 60-second barrier 
for the 100m front crawl, making her the �rst girl swimmer 
to achieve this time in almost 40 years of swimming in the 
Lochaber area. 

announcement of successful 
teams in March.

�is year was the team’s 
brightest performance at the 
schools competition in terms 
of medal positions, new 
personal bests and Scottish 
Schools consideration times. 

�e team were presented 
their medals and certi�cates 
at a special prize-giving 
ceremony at the Lochaber 
Leisure Centre last week.

�irteen – 14 age group: 
In this category, Lochaber 
Swim Team had 13 swimmers 
participating in races, with 
23 personal bests and one 
new age group record from 
Hannah Loughray. 

Also, four gold medals, �ve 
silver medals and one bronze 
medal was achieved.

From this group, the team 
has �ve recorded times going 
forward as possible entries for 
the Scottish �nals.

Evie Jay Clark (two times), 
Danni Maclean (two times) 
and Hannah Loughray (one 
time) managed to swim the 
qualifying times.

Fi�een – 16 age group: 10 
swimmers produced 15 new 
personal bests from 18 swims, 
as well as two new club 
records and two age group 
records.

�ree gold medals, three sil-
ver medals and seven bronze 
medals were achieved.

�e successful swimmers 
who have had times put 

forward for Scottish Schools 
�nals from this age group 
are: Jenna MacLean (two 
times), Laurin MacDonald 
(two times), Poppy Valentine 
(two times) and Alice-Ann 
MacPherson (one time).

Seventeen  to 19 age group:  
�e team had �ve swimmers 

compete in this category and 
managed one new club record, 
three personal bests, �ve gold 
medals, four silver medals 
and one bronze medal.

Consideration times 
for Scottish schools were 
achieved by Aimee McKay 
(two times), Jack Hamilton 

(two times), William Cann 
(two times) and Millie 
Jackson (two times).

�e coaching sta� hailed 
the success of the ‘fantastic’ 
competition and thanked 
everyone involved with 
the club ‘that has helped 
in anyway to bring about 

this massive improvement 
in swimming in Lochaber’, 
including the committee, 
judges, timekeepers, coaches, 
pool sta� and parents who 
bring their children to swim.
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LOTTERY

Lottery numbers

RUGBY

Lochaber  0
Police Scotland G’gow 0

Tennent’s West Division 3

Weather wreaks havoc 
as Lochaber play out 
scoreless draw

Lochaber played out a 
scoreless draw away to 
Police Scotland Glasgow 
on Saturday before 
adverse winter weather 
caused the referee to 
abondon the match 20 
minutes early.

The � xture was the only 
match which initially 
survived postponement 
in the league owing to 
police team’s arti� cial 
pitch, but the weather 
was discussed with the 
teams and the referee 
due to the freezing 
conditions.

This was the � rst time 
the police had � elded a 
full team since Septem-
ber, but Lochaber found 
out after the game they 
had � elded six unregis-
tered players who had 
come from Uddingston 
and Hamilton due to 
their games being called 
o� .

Neither team was able 
to � nd their way through 
the other’s defence as 
both teams were limited 

to half chances and left 
to rue small mistakes. 
Lochaber can take some 
positives away from 
Saturday, particularly 
as their defence was 
fantastic in open play in 
defending rolling mauls. 
Lochaber’s scrum was 
dominant and included 
in the forward pack was 
Angus Moss making his 
senior debut for the club 
after coming through the 
youth ranks.

After 60 minutes had 
been played the game 
was called due to the 
weather.

Lochaber’s next league 
game will be at home to 
Cowal on January 5, 2pm 
kick o� .

Before that the club will 
host its annual boxing 
day game and party 
and would like to invite 
anyone interested in 
giving the sport a go to 
go along and join in the 
fun. The club is currently 
training on Wednesday 
nights at Banavie from 
7pm.

Before Saturday’s 
game the players held a 
minute’s silence for former 
player Craig MacPherson.

Lochaber RFC.

This week’s Fort William 
Golf Club lotto numbers 
were 6, 9 and 15. There 
was a winner this week 
of £400. The jackpot for 
the draw today (Thursday 
December 20) will be 
£100. There will not be a 
lotto draw on Thursday 
December 27 or Thursday 
January 3.  The draw will 
recommence on Thursday 
January 10.

Ballachulish Shinty 
Club’s lottery numbers 
for this week were 11, 15 
and 20. There were no 
winners this week. Next 
week’s draw will be a 

jackpot of £400.
The Caol Community 

Centre bingo club lotto 
numbers this week were 
5, 13, 15. There were no 
winners this week and so 
next week’s jackpot will 
be £500.

Numbers drawn in the 
Caol Regeneration lotto 
were 2, 3 and 17. There 
were no winners this 
week. The prize for next 
week will be £1,000.

Saints march on 
in Scottish Cup

Oban Saints  5
East Kilbride Thistle 1

Scottish Cup - 4th round

A � ve star performance 
from Oban Saints in 
very testing conditions 
booked a � � h round trip to 
Rothienorman, deep in the 
Aberdeenshire countryside, 
to face Rothie Rovers of the 
Aberdeenshire Amateur 
Football Association Premier 
Division, the most northerly 
club le�  in the competition, 
on Saturday January 5.

Five goals from � ve 
di� erent scorers allowed 
Saints’ management duo of 
Donald Campbell and Willie 
Campbell the luxury of giv-
ing all � ve substitutes a run in 
the club’s � nal match before 
the Christmas and New Year 
break.

A� er two weeks of inac-
tivity Saints were desperate 
to bounce back from defeat 
against Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier 
Division title rivals St 
Joseph’s FP in their last out-
ing and came � ying out of the 
traps with Donald Campbell 
forcing � istle keeper Daniel 
Connelly into a smart save 
low down to his right inside 
the � rst minute.

Barely 60 seconds later, 
a� er being played in by Craig 
MacEwan, Campbell suc-
cessfully beat the keeper but 
his e� ort from a tight angle 
on the le�  of the 18-yard box 
slipped agonisingly wide of 
the far post.

Saints continued to threaten 
with Craig MacEwan � ashing 
a le� -foot shot inches wide 
of Daniel Connelly’s right 
hand post and Sean Maclean 
clearing a de� ected Lewis 
Cameron corner kick o�  the 
� istle goal line.

� e pressure from the home 
side eventually paid o�  in the 
18th minute when young full 
back Ruaridh Horne showed 
Calum Robertson a clean 
pair of heels on the Saints 
right. Hugging the touchline, 
Horne reached the byeline 
and sent a cutback into the 
six-yard box where Lewis 
Cameron, with his back to 
goal, sent a neat � ick past the 
helpless keeper.

Birthday goal
Willie Gemmell came close 

to notching a birthday goal 
when he sent a diving header 
from a 22nd minute Lewis 
Cameron right wing corner a 
fraction wide of the near post.

On the half hour mark Dene 

Cassells joined the attack 
for a Lewis Cameron free-
kick which picked out the 
skipper’s back post run per-
fectly. Unfortunately Cassells 
couldn’t � nd the � nish to 
match his run and glanced 
his header wide of Daniel 
Connelly’s le�  hand post.

� e home side didn’t have 
too much longer to wait 
with the advantage being 
doubled in the 37th minute 
when Craig MacEwan got on 
the end of a Willie Gemmell 
defence-splitting pass and 
curled a delightful right foot 
� nish across the keeper and 
just inside the far post.

Unchallenged
� e lead was halved just two 

minutes later when David 
Wilson was allowed to carry 
the ball unchallenged along 
the edge of the Saints box to 
curl a le� -foot shot past the 
unsighted Graham Douglas.

� e goal gave the visitors 
from the Strathclyde Saturday 
Morning Amateur Football 
League Premier Division a 
major con� dence boost as 
they enjoyed their best spell 
of the match in the time 
leading up to referee � omas 
Gilchrist’s half-time whistle.

� istle looked set to main-
tain their new found vigour 
attacking straight from the 
restart where Dene Cassells 
was happy to see Sean Cullen 
carry the ball behind from 
a promising situation. But 
then Saints delivered a sucker 
punch to stretch their advan-
tage and regain the initiative.

From the goal kick Saints 
worked the ball out from 
the back and Scott Maitland 
threaded a pass to Lewis 
Cameron who spun in behind 
the visitors’ high defensive 
line and raced through on 
goal. Daniel Connelly came 
o�  his line and got his feet to 
the ball which sent Cameron 
away from goal but still with 
the ball in his possession. 
With the keeper in no man’s 

land Cameron rolled the ball 
to Donald Campbell on the 
corner of the 18-yard box who 
calmly passed the ball into 
the unguarded net for Saints 
third goal.

Matthew Kelly continued 
his injury recuperation with 
a 55th minute appearance 
at the expense of Daniel 
Croarkin, who was just one 
mistimed challenge away 
from a second yellow card.

With the de� cit still at two 
the visitors, who never gave 
up, maintained some hope of 
getting back into the match 
and Jordan Conner forced 
Graham Douglas into a save 
a� er a good � istle move 
through the middle.

� ose hopes were extin-
guished on the hour mark 
when Scott Maitland linked 
up well with Matthew Kelly 
and Craig MacEwan to get 
in behind the Jags defence 
on the le�  and � re a low shot 
across the keeper and into 
the far corner to open his 
goal scoring account for the 
season.

Saints passed up yet another 
headed opportunity in the 
67th minute with Craig 
MacEwan this time the 
culprit sending a header from 
a Lewis Cameron free-kick 
wide of target.

Lewis Cameron stung the 
palms of Daniel Connelly 
with a free kick on 74 minutes 
which the big keeper couldn’t 

hold and had to rely on 
skipper Calum Campbell to 
thump clear ahead of Craig 
MacEwan. 

� e visitors kept plugging 
away and won a free kick 25 
yards from goal in the 75th 
minute. 

Goal scorer David Wilson 
took responsibility for the 
set-piece but failed to add 
to his tally curling his e� ort 
well over the crossbar.

Saints rounded o�  the 
scoring in the 80th minute 
when a well-weighted pass 
from David Beaton sent 
Craig MacEwan scampering 
through the inside le�  
channel. 

Acute angle
MacEwan rounded the ad-

vancing keeper and from an 
acute angle rolled the ball to 
the far post presenting Fraser 
MacFarlane with a tap-in.

� e time remaining on the 
watch of referee Gilchrist, 
who had an excellent game, 
was played out with little 
incident with players and 
supporters alike happy to 
hear the � nal whistle and 
� nally escape the elements.

� e Scottish amateur foot-
ball scene now takes a two-
week break for Christmas 
and New Year with Saints 
still going strong in all 
competitions. However, with 
three important cup ties to 
look forward to in January, 
the Saints management duo 
of Donald Campbell and 
Willie Gemmell won’t be 
resting on their laurels and 
will be looking at ways of 
keeping their charges ticking 
over for a � ying start on 
January 5.

� e club would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
their fans and sponsors for 
their support throughout the 
year and to wish all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

Donald Campbell is congratulated by his team mates 
after netting the killer third goal just after the start of the 
second half. Report and photographs: Derek Black

Fraser MacFarlane nets the � nal goal of the game.

FOOTBALL
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Fort have no answer
to Huntly’s � re power 

Michael Ellis and Scott Hunt anticipate a ball forward. Photos: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Continued from page 56
Four minutes later, Clark 

scored his second to put 
Huntly 2-0 up at the break.

Hopes of a Fort comeback 
were dashed almost imme-
diately a� er the restart as 
David Booth made it three 
for Huntly a� er less than a 
minute into the second half.

� e Fort responded again 
through Sean Ellis who hit 
the post with a le�  foot shot 

a� er John Treasurer was able 
to work up an opening.

Despite the e� orts of the 
Fort forwards, the defence 
weren’t able to stem the waves 
of Huntly attacks and a low 
drive from the right by the 
visitor’s Matthew McDonald 
beat Fort keeper Burstow.

Fort William’s dogged spirit 
was � nally rewarded as they 
pulled a goal back thanks to 
Craig Rennie, scoring his � rst 

goal for the club a� er another 
Ellis shot was blocked.

Soon a� er, Rennie had the 
ball in the net again but much 
to the home crowd’s dismay, 
the linesman � agged for an 
o� side.

Huntly edged further in 
front in the 80th minute with 
an untidy goal to make it � ve 
before Tom Andrews � nished 
o�  the a� ernoon’s scoring 
just two minutes later to 

secure the 6-1 win for Huntly.
Fort William remain rooted 

to the bottom of the Highland 
League, while that victory 
keeps Huntly in 8th place in 
the league.

Fort William are in league 
action again next week as 
they face an away trip to 
Turri�  United in their � nal 
� xture of 2018.

Fort William’s Sean Ellis pushes forward pursued by Ross 
Still. Fort’s John Treasurer is pursued by Blair Johnston. 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 20, 
2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 03.39 3.5 09.47 1.4 
 16.10 3.8 22.12 1.2
Fri 04.19 3.7 10.34 1.2 
 16.50 4.0 22.54 0.9
Sat 04.59 3.9 11.21 1.0 
 17.30 4.1 23.37 0.7
Sun 05.39 4.0 12.08 0.8 
 18.10 4.1  **.** *.*
Mon 00.21 0.6 06.21 4.1 
 12.56 0.8 18.52 4.0
Tues 01.07 0.6 07.05 4.1 
 13.45 0.8 19.36 3.9
Wed 01.55 0.6 07.50 4.0 
 14.36 0.9 20.22 3.7              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
4°C to 9ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
6°C to 7ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain and a 
gentle breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
5ºC to 7ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

9

7

6
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SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 55

Continued on page 55

INSIDE THIS 
WEEK: 
Weather wreaks havoc 
as Lochaber play out 
scoreless draw

Fort William            1
Huntly             6

Highland League

Ten-man Fort hit for six
Huntly took full advantage of 
a Fort William sending o�  to 
secure a � ve-goal advantage 
in the Highland League as the 
wet winter conditions made 

for a di�  cult a� ernoon at 
Claggan Park for both teams.

In their � nal home match 
of 2018, Fort William were 
forced to play more than 
an hour with just 10 men 
on Saturday a� er defender 
Andrew Martin was shown 
a second yellow card mid-
way through the � rst half as 

Huntly showed their ruthless 
streak and ran out comforta-
ble winners in the end.

� e match started slowly as 
the rain battered a freezing 
Claggan Park. In the early 
exchanges, the best chance 
fell to former Fort hero Sean 
Ellis, making a brief cameo 
for his boyhood club during 

the winter season break in 
Australia’s National Premier 
Leagues, but the forward 
was foiled by the Huntly 
goalkeeper.

Fort William’s positive 
start to the match would 
be cut short when Andrew 
Martin was shown a second 
yellow card on the half hour 

mark a� er being booked for 
a deliberate hand ball just 
minutes earlier.

� e Fort continued to press 
and forced another good 
save from the Huntly keeper, 
who made a good save low to 
his right from a Sean Grant 
volley.

� e visitors eventually 

got the breakthrough, with 
Michael Clark opening the 
scoring in the 40th minute.

Fort’s Sean Ellis blocks a clearance by Alexander Thoirs. Photo: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 


	034EO2012TTA

