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Unsung hero’s stolen 
tools are now replaced
A man who voluntarily tidies 
the verges of the A85 near 
Oban has had his work tools 
stolen by thieves.

However, a� er being 
approached by � e Oban 
Times, Highland Fasteners 
has o� ered to donate whatever 
tools Stephen Jones needs to 
continue his good work.

� e ‘unsung hero’ is a famil-
iar sight for motorists driving 
on the busy trunk road into 
Oban and many have taken 
to social media to thank the 
mystery ‘brilliant guy’ who 
makes the verges and pave-
ments  ‘as clean as a whistle’ in 
‘all weathers’.

‘I saw him with at least 10 
bin liners full of rubbish piled 
one day. Hats o�  to the man,’ 
one local observed. ‘He works 
harder than most paid people 
do,’ another posted, while 
others said this ‘absolute star’ 
should be recognised with a 
medal and even equipped by a 
crowdfunding site.

However, last month Police 
Scotland reported the the�  

Thousands of people enjoyed the fun at Oban’s reindeer parade on Saturday. Santa 
and his reindeer led the way from the Corran Halls carrying two special guests. The 
lucky pair aboard Santa’s sleigh were the winners of this year’s Oban Rotary Club 
Christmas card competition, Alexander Maxwell from Rock� eld Primary School and 
Nathan Torrel from Park Primary School, above. Photograph special on pages four, 
� ve, six and seven.

Thousands enjoy festive parade

Alastair Stevenson has replaced Stephen Jones’s tools.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

 

tools are now replaced

of Mr Jones’s pickaxe, shovel, 
brush and bucket, some time 
between October 23 and 25  
on the verge of the A85 near 
Connel.

Sergeant Iain MacNicol 
said: ‘A member of the public 
uses these tools to voluntarily 
maintain and tidy the road 
verges. Police are investi-
gating the incident and are 
appealing for any witnesses 
to call 101 or anonymously to 
Crimestoppers 0800 555111.’

Mr Jones brushed the inci-
dent o�  with a joke and said 
he would begin saving for 
new tools, hopefully to start 
again in the spring, if his back 

improves. He told � e Oban 
Times: ‘Who would want to 
nick a pick and shovel, eh?’

Alastair Stevenson of 
Highland Fasteners said:  ‘I 
just thought it was a good 
thing he does. He does a good 
job on that stretch. 

‘It’s terrible that someone 
has stolen his tools. 

‘� ey must know what he 
does with them.’

Mr Stevenson added: ‘I have 
a litter picker and some gloves 
and if he wants anything else, 
I will give him it.’

‘It would be very gracious of 
them to give a replacement set 
of tools,’ Mr Jones said.

WIN
A pair of tickets 
to see Hipsway at 
the Corran Halls - 
see page 29

see 
page 26
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Oban’s McCaig’s Tower was illuminated blue last week 
in support of World Diabetes Day. Oban mum Carrie 
Craik contacted The Oban Times following the tribute. 
She said: ‘This is thanks to Louis Barrow, the man 
behind the lights of McCaig’s Tower, who changed 
them to blue to support all our local families battling 
this auto-immune disease. This is so touching for us as 
families to see this in our town and we can’t thank him 
enough for showing the support.’ 
World Diabetes Day takes place on November 14 every 
year, which is the birthday of Sir Frederick Banting, who 
discovered insulin alongside Charles Best in 1922.

Oban lights up blue for Diabetes Day

Flights at risk in 
fi re cover dispute
Flights in and out of Colonsay 
and Coll would be in jeopardy 
if emergency � re� ghter 
cover is withdrawn from both 
airports.

� e issue came to light a� er 
� re� ghters on the islands had 
to hand back some holiday pay 
because of an administrative 
error.

� e Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service has con� rmed 
discussions over holiday pay 
entitlements revealed   some 
� re� ghters providing emer-
gency cover at the islands’ 
airports had been overpaid.

Earlier this week, � e Oban 
Times was contacted by a wor-
ried reader who heard � ights 
into and out of Colonsay 
and Coll were about to be 
grounded because of a dispute 
involving � re� ghters.

‘If we don’t have � re crews 

covering the airport, there 
won’t be any � ights in or out 
of here,’ said the caller, who 
wanted to stay anonymous.

When � e Oban Times 
approached Argyll and Bute 
Council, which has respon-
sibility for the airports, the 
inquiry not only revealed the 
holiday pay matter but also 
that � ights in and out of the 
islands could be at risk if an 
issue between the council and 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service (SFRS) over emergen-
cy � re cover was not resolved.

Fire cover at both island air-
ports is currently provided by 
a number of SFRS volunteers 
who receive extra  training to 
do the job, which is delivered 
and managed by Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Wages for airport work are 
paid by SFRS, which then in-
voices the council but, owing 
to an administration error by 
SFRS, there were over-pay-

ments made in respect to 
holiday pay arrears.

� ose over-payments are 
now having to be paid back 
in line with SFRS policy and 
procedures.

� e Oban Times un-
derstands SFRS has made 
arrangements to keep up 
its emergency airport cover 
to give the council the time 
it needs to put longer term 
sta�  ng strategies in place.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘We will 
continue to do all that we can 
to provide an air service to the 
islands. � e current arrange-
ments at Coll and Colonsay 
airports, which fall under the 
responsibility of the council, 
is for the SFRS to provide 
emergency cover.’

SFRS director of � nance 
and contractual services 
Sarah O’Donnell said: ‘We 
are presently working with 
our local authority partners to 

resolve this issue as quickly as 
possible – and maintain this 
vital link for the communities.

‘It has been identi� ed 
through the course of our 
discussions in relation to 
holiday pay entitlements only 
that some sta�  have been un-
der-paid and some over-paid, 
and we are working to resolve 
this. 

‘Our � re� ghters will 
continue with their duties 
and we thank them for their 
continued service protecting 
Coll and Colonsay.’

Councillor for the islands 
Alastair Redman said: ‘� is 
issue of the council � nding 
long-term strategies to sta�  its 
own � re cover at the airports 
isn’t something that can be 
kicked into the long grass and 
put o� . It has to be dealt with 
promptly. 

‘It can’t be sidelined.  Island 
communities depend on 
� ights in and out.’

Oban Gaelic Choir took part in the Winter Praise event held in St John’s Cathedral on 
Monday night as part of the Oban Winter Festival and organised by Hope2Oban. A 
packed congregation from all faiths in the town gathered for an evening of music and 
food. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Attacker ordered to pay £500 compensation
Instead of walking away, a 
man became embroiled in an 
incident at the Oban railway 
station taxi rank and ended 
up head-butting someone.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
was told that the injured 
party had initially been 
the aggressor, when Marco 
Steven Nicholson appeared 
before him for sentencing on 
Tuesday, in the town’s sheri�  
court.

Nicholson, 27, of 7 Kilchurn 

Place, Oban, had been 
found guilty previously of 
head-butting a man on the 
face on August 6 last year.

‘Where Mr Nicholson went 
wrong was instead of moving 
away from the taxi, he al-
lowed himself to get involved 
in an altercation. 

‘In hindsight, he should 
have walked away,’ said his 
defence agent, adding that the 
report, which the sheri�  had 
called for prior to sentencing, 

said Nicholson had shown 
insight about his behaviour, 
the a� ect alcohol had upon 
him and had been genuinely 
remorseful for what had 
happened.

Nicholson will undertake 
a 12-month community 
payback order which includes 
supervision by a social work-
er and he must carry out 200 
hours of unpaid work in the 
community and pay £500 
compensation to his victim.
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POLICE FILES
� Between 8pm on Sunday 
November 11 and 7.15am 
on Monday November 
12, in Post O�  ce Brae, 
Tobermory, a boat trailer 
was stolen from a driveway 
and allowed to roll down the 
hill where it collided with a 
wall and was damaged.
� At about 3pm on Tuesday 
November 13, on Nelson 
Road, Oban, a man aged 50 
was arrested for behaving in 
an abusive manner. He was 
charged and issued with a 
recorded police warning.
� At about 1am on Wednes-
day November 14, in George 
Street, Oban, a 38-year-old 
man was issued with a 
recorded police warning 
for consuming alcohol in a 
public place.
� At about 1.30am on Friday 
November 16, on George 
Street, Oban, a group of 
men assaulted another man. 
Police attended, arrested 
and later charged a man 
aged 30 with assault.
� At about 7.50pm on Friday 
November 16, on the A85 
near Taynuilt, a man aged 
39 drove in excess of the 
speed limit. Police stopped 
and charged the driver with 
the o� ence and a report 
will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� At about 11.25pm on 
Friday November 16, on 
Corran Esplanade, Oban, a 

man aged 28 behaved in 
a threatening and abusive 
manner. He resisted arrest 
and struggled with 
police. The man was also 
in possession of a small 
quantity of cannabis. He was 
charged and a report will be 
sent to the procurator � scal.
� At about 11.50pm on 
Friday November 16, on 
Stevenson Street, Oban, 
two men aged 18 and 20 
were arrested for behaving 
in a racially abusive and 
threatening manner. The 
men were charged, held 
for court and a report was 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.
� At about 1.15am on 
Saturday November 17, in 
Stevenson Street, Oban, 
police were dealing with an 
unrelated matter when a 
man aged 38 behaved in 
a threatening and abusive 
manner. Police detained 
the man who resisted arrest 
and struggled with police. 
A second man aged 37 then 
obstructed the police in the 
course of their duty. Both 
were arrested and charged. 
A report will be sent to the 
procurator � scal.
� At about 6am on Saturday 
November 17, within Oban 
Police Station, a man aged 
38 assaulted a police o�  cer. 
He was arrested, charged, 
held for court and a report 

was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� Police are investigating a 
complaint from a member 
of the public about a blue 
Mini Cooper being driven in 
a careless manner in Sta� ord 
Street, Oban, about 2.10pm 
on Saturday November 17.
� Between 10.30am and 
4.30pm on Saturday 
November 17, in the Free 
Church car park, Star 
Brae, Oban, a window of a 
Vauxhall Corsa was smashed 
and a rucksack containing 
gym kit was stolen.
� At about 11.10pm on Satur-
day November 17, on George 
Street, Oban, a man aged 
19 was stopped by police 
and found in possession of 
a small amount of cocaine. 
The man was charged and a 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.
� About 1.45am on Sunday 
November 18, in Main 
Street, Tobermory, a car was 
stopped and a 41-year-old 
man was arrested for driving 
while under the in� uence 
of alcohol. He was charged 
and a report has been 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.
� If any member of the 
public has information 
on any incident, they can 
contact police on 101, or 
anonymously to Crime-
stoppers on 0800 555 111.

Drink driver banned for 
a year and � ned £650
A 27-year-old man has been 
disquali� ed from driving and 
� ned £650 for drink driving.

Hugh Donald MacKay, of 7 
Brannen Terrace, Dornoch, 
Sutherland, was banned for a 
year a� er admitting driving 
under the in� uence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheri�  Court 
on Wednesday November 7.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty said at around 
7.45am on November 3, a 
witness passed a male asleep 
in a car in the centre of a 
junction  on the A816 near 
Kilmelford. He returned 
around 45 minutes later out 
of concern and saw the vehicle 
in the same position. He 

knocked on the window and 
the accused started the vehicle 
and drove o�  before stopping a 
short distance away.

‘� e witness noted the 
accused drove o�  with the seat 
still reclined and the windows 
steamed up,’ Mr McGinty said.

Police then attended and 
woke  MacKay and he failed a 
roadside breath test.

In his defence, MacKay’s 
solicitor said: ‘He had travelled 
to Oban to attend a party and 
there was an a� er party. He 
became involved in a disa-
greement and felt there was a 
potential for escalation.’ 

His client then got in his car 
and moved it, before stopping.

Playpark repairs come one step closer
Members of Oban Community 
Playpark have said that follow-
ing a site visit by Hucks, which 
provided the big tower on the 
ship, it will replace the original 
timber ply deck with two piec-
es of aluminium support frame 
of a similar design. � e work is 
due to start in the week ending 
November 30.

And council consultants will 

visit the park during the � rst 
week in December to enable 
the cause of the park � ooring 
defects to be con� rmed and 
a speci� cation drawn up for 
remedial works. 

By the time this information 
is available, the council expects 
to have heard whether the 
contractor’s insurers will be 
meeting the cost of the works.

Duo are sentenced 
for ‘horrifi c crime’
Two Oban men in their late 
20s avoided jail, for what 
the sheri�  called ‘a horri� c 
crime’, but were each hand-
ed 18-month community 
payback orders with strict 
conditions and both were 
ordered to pay their victim 
£500 compensation.

Damian Michael McAuley, 
26, of Flat 1/2 12 High Street, 
and Andrew Kevin Michael 
Shaw, 28, of 1 Sta� ord Street, 
had both admitted assaulting 
a man   on November 5 last 
year on Stevenson Street in 
the town, knocking him to 
the ground and repeatedly 
punching and kicking him 
on the head and body to his 
injury.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes had 
heard details of the assault 
from the procurator � scal at 
an earlier hearing and called 
for reports on the two men. 
On Tuesday he heard from 
their defence agents before 
passing sentence.

� e sheri�  was told that 
each man was employed, 
in long-term relationships 
and had the support of their 
families.

Both accepted that alcohol 
had played a part in their 
actions and had been sober 
since the incident, seeking 

help with their drinking and 
the reports showed that both 
had shown remorse for what 
had happened.

Sheri�  Hughes said: ‘� is is 
a horri� c crime, kicking into 
a man until he was uncon-
scious outside a public house.’

He added that one of his 

key concerns is to protect the 
public and he could only give 
the men a maximum custodi-
al sentence of 12 months but 
with a community pay back 
order he could extend this for 
a longer period.

Both men are now subject to 
a community payback order 
of 18 months during which 
they will be supervised by 
the social work department 
and each must complete 255 
hours of unpaid work in 
the community within 12 
months and pay compensa-
tion to their victim. 

� ey are banned from 
licensed premises for 18 
months and each is subject to 
a restriction of liberty order, 
monitored by a tag.

McAuley must remain 
in his home overnight for 
10 months; Shaw for seven 
months.

� ey will return to court in 
three months for a report on 
their behaviour.

Oban Sheri�  Court.
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Ella Rabitt, three, gets a shoulder-ride from dad Steven 
Rabitt. 16_T47_reindeer11

Reindeer fuelling up on food ready for Saturday’s 
parade through Oban. 16_T47_reindeer02

Reindeer parade thrills Oban crowds
Crowds lined the streets for 
Oban’s much-loved reindeer 
parade at the weekend.

Santa and his reindeer led 
the way from the Corran 
Halls carrying two special 
guests and stopping o�  en 
route to hand out sweets 
and say hello to excited 
youngsters - all on their best 
behaviour.

Winners of this year’s Oban 
Rotary Club Christmas card 
competition were Alexander 
Maxwell from Rock� eld 
Primary School and Nathan 
Torrel from Park Primary 
School, who were rewarded 
with a li�  in Santa’s sleigh 
all the way to Station Square 
ready for the big lights 
switch-on.

Two other winners of the 
Christmas card competition, 
Eve Milarvie from Lochnell 
Primary and Ruari Cottier 
from Dunbeg school, did the 
honours with a helping hand 

from Santa and an Oban FM 
countdown.

A big cheer went up when 
the lights � icked on marking 
the o�  cial start of Oban’s 
festive celebrations as part 
of the town’s event-packed 
winter festival running until 
Sunday November 25.

Snow� ake lights and a daz-
zling tree in Argyll Square 

are just some of the displays 
organised for the � rst time 
this year by BID4Oban, 
which took on the switch-on 
event.

� e organisation was 
allocated £9,000, agreed by 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Area Committee, to commis-
sion a contractor to put up 
the lights, test and maintain 

them as well as to remove 
them at the end of the season.

Town  ambassador Kay 
McDonald from BID4Oban 
said: ‘What a fantastic 
evening we all had. It was the 
most massive turnout I’ve 
ever seen. A big thank you 
to everyone who came along 
and especially to all those 
who helped make it happen.’

Teamwork from Oban Rotary Club, just some of the hardworking members behind the 
weekend’s successful reindeer parade. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Santa with Rotary Christmas card competition winners Alexander Maxwell and Nathan 
Torrel, both six, in the sleigh at the start of the reindeer parade. 16_T47_reindeer05

Little pals light up the reindeer parade with fairy wands. 16_T47_reindeer17
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Ian and Marian Milarvie with daughter Eve, who 
switched on the Christmas lights. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Kay McDonald from BID4Oban said: ‘It was the most 
massive turnout I’ve ever seen.’ Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Reindeer parade thrills Oban crowds

Oban Pipe Band during the reindeer parade. 16_T47_reindeer07

Eve Milarvie and Ruari Cottier take the plunge and switch on the Christmas lights. 
16_T47_reindeer12

Crowds turned out in large numbers. 16_T47_reindeer15

Facial Aesthetics  
& Rejuvenation in Oban

Call us on 01631 563006
Still time to book in before Christmas!

Located at Mydentist, Shore Street, PA34 4LQ Oban. Offer valid till 31st December 2018

Anti wrinkle 
treatment 
from £150

Fillers from 
£200

FREE  
consultation

10%  
discount available 

with a cut-out 
of this advert

all treatment carried out by a licensed dental surgeon
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Musicians got shoppers’ feet tapping at the distillery 
market on Saturday. 16_T47_winterfestival09

David Evans and Carol Bain with her delicious scones 
ready for the high tea at the � ower arranging event in 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn. 

Callum and Ellie McGuckin from Dunbeg give Santa 
their Christmas letters at Dunollie. 16_T47_winterfestival27

Winner of the jam and shortbread Nina Graham, right, 
with judge Lillian MacDonald. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn. 

Winter festival warms up thousands
� ousands of people headed 
to Oban for the start of its 
winter festival at the weekend.

Word has spread about the 
10-day festival, now in its 
eighth year, bringing families 
and friends from near and far 
into the bustling town.

A foraged food and whisky 
pairing night hosted by top 
chef and forager Gary Goldie 
on Sunday at the Corran 
Halls’ Studio � eatre attract-
ed visitors from America, 
Australia, Amsterdam and 
China as well as closer to 
home.

A magical Christmas 
cra� -making a� ernoon at 
Dunollie Castle sold out in 
the sunshine and medieval 
yule tours of Dunsta� nage 
Castle were part of the winter 
festival for the � rst time this 
year. 

Other weekend o� erings 
included a roller disco, snow-
board   simulator, west coast 

gin show, big quiz night and 
multiple food and cra�  fairs 
across the town.

More than 500 people also 
enjoyed the Oban Winter 
Bricks Lego event that 
raised £1,850 for the Fairy 
Bricks charity, which will be 
delivering sets to Glasgow’s 
Children’s Hospital soon.

More than 30 hardy souls 
swam across the Falls of 
Lora at Connel and back 

Pomander makers at Dunollie:  Martha Walters, 
Ella Mackechnie, Jennifer Shaw, Ruaridh 
MacKechnie and mum Helen MacKechnie.

Jane McDonald shows 
o�  her skills with her 
knitting needles. 
16_T47_winterfestival17

for charity organised by 
HighlandopenwaterSwim.
com, while New Hope in 
Soroba Road hosted part of a 
Moving Minds exhibition de-
veloped by traveller commu-
nities across Scotland which 
will stay on show throughout 
the festival.

Tonight (� ursday 
November 22) is late-night 
shopping with many places 
across town o� ering special 

discounts and nibbles from 
sherry and shortbread to 
Prosecco and mince pies.

And there is still lots to 
look forward to including 
Oban’s � rst silent disco, fam-
ily-friendly and in a giant ig-
loo at Moss� eld car park from 
6.30pm this Saturday, with 
proceeds going to charity.

Butchers will be going head 
to head to win the coveted 
Golden Haggis Award at 

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU
Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY
Tel: 01343 545315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG
Tel: 01847 894956Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

a stunning door for
your home, your way
•  Any colour you want – bring
your colour & we’ll build the door
• Energy efficient • Warm,
comfortable, stylish and efficient
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Winner of the clootie dumpling Anne Napier with her 
helpers Hayley Napier, �ve, and Emma Murdoch, eight, 
with judge Lillian MacDonald. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn. 

Cheeky satsuma girls grab a kiss from bellringer  
Stuart Smith outside Oban Distillery. 16_T7_winterfestival14

Chef and forager Gary Goldie put on a foraged food 
and whisky pairing event. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn. 

Oban RNLI volunteers manning a stall at Sunday’s  
food and craft market were Phil Hamilton, Anne Young  
and Alison Rennie. 16_T47_winterfetival23

Winter festival warms up thousands

Oban Winter Festival’s organising committee. 16_T47_winterfestival01_organisingcommittee

Making a start on 
Christmas shopping at 
the festival food and craft 
market at Oban Distillery. 
16_T47_winterfestival13

Oban Distillery on Sunday 
and the town’s distillery will 
also be hosting a whisky 
festival.

Tickets for Winter In �e 
Woods, three night walks 
round lit-up Glencruitten’s 
gardens and grounds, sold 
out within one hour of going 
on sale.

�e Big Racket �nale parade 
leaves the Corran Halls on 
Sunday at 5pm for the party 
at the distillery courtyard. 
Everyone is encouraged to 
bring along instruments with 
a prize for the best home-
made one. 

Magic, balloon art, stilt 
walkers, snacks, soups, hot 
toddies, live music and cei-
lidh dancing are just a taste of 
what to expect at that event, 
�nishing o� with �reworks at 
7pm lighting up the sky above 
McCaig’s Tower.

‘�ere’s one word to sum it 
all up and that’s magic,’ said a 
winter festival spokesperson.

Go to obanwinterfestival.
com to see the full pro-
gramme online.
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beach and marine litter
Lorn and the Isles has a new 
beaches and marine litter 
project o�  cer.

Terry Donovan has just taken 
up the role with the GRAB 
Trust to wage war on waste, 
working with schools and 
community groups.

Her mission is to encourage 
more people to reduce waste, 
join in more shoreline clean-
ups and think about adopting 
their own beaches to help keep 
them litter free.

Several schools have already 
been in contact, keen for her to 
visit. Oban High School  invit-
ed her to a meeting of its own 
eco committee to hear about 
its e� orts to recycle and reduce 

single-use plastic. ‘� e pupils 
are very enthusiastic and, as 
well as working together on 
key projects, are also devel-
oping their own initiatives 
to promote these aims,’ said 
Terry.

� e GRAB Trust has had a 
beaches and marine litter pro-
ject o�  cer since 2006. Funding 
has come from the lottery 
and  UK-based waste manage-
ment � rm Shanks Group.

Schools and groups interest-
ed in � nding out more about 
workshops and activities can 
get in touch with Terry on 
01631 567919 or by emailing 
her at terry.donovan@grab.
org.uk.

Terry Donovan is the new marine litter project o�  cer.

Chef has a feast of 
a time on TV show
A top chef, originally from 
Soroba, Oban, has just starred 
in a £20 million food show 
� lmed in Los Angeles.

Graham Campbell, who 
now masters the stoves at 
Dundee’s Castlehill Hotel, 
where he has been co-owner 
and chef director since 2015, 
was just 25 when he became 
the youngest Scottish chef 
to earn a Michelin star while 
heading up the kitchen at 
Ballachulish House hotel in 
2009.

Almost a decade later, and 
with experience in several 
of the UK’s best restaurants 
under his chef ’s hat, he can be 
seen on Net� ix from this week 
battling it out in � e Final 
Table with international chefs 
on what has been billed as the 
channel’s most ambitious and 
costly foodie show.

Graham Campbell.

� ere were 10 episodes in all, 
but by episode three Graham 
was the only UK chef still le�  
in the contest.

‘It’s more intense than 
Masterchef and it saw me 
come up against some of the 
world’s best chefs. It was an 
incredible experience. 

‘It was � lmed in Los Angeles 
and they put us up in a hotel 
in Beverley Hills. 

‘It’s their most ambitious 

cookery show yet and most 
expensive – it cost around 
£2 million per episode,’ 
said Graham, who has also 
featured on the BBC’s Great 
British Menu show.

A former pupil at Rock� eld 
primary and Oban high 
schools, his � rst job was at the 
town’s Waterfront Restaurant, 
followed by a stint as a hall 
porter at the old Caledonian 
Hotel, now known as the 
Perle.

‘I didn’t get great grades at 
school. It wasn’t until I was 
in my twenties that I fell in 
love with � ne dining,’ said 
Graham whose parents until 
recently lived near McCaig’s 
Tower.

‘My Oban roots are still 
important to me. � e seafood 
from the west coast is amaz-
ing and I use it whenever I can 
in Dundee,’ he added.

Graham also has an insa-
tiable appetite for foraging 
for wild herbs, mushrooms, 

seaweed, sea vegetables and 
edible � owers.

His cooking career has  seen 
him work at Andrew Nutter’s 
restaurant in Rochdale and 
Paul Heathcote’s Longridge – 
which is where his � ne-dining 
career � rst began under head 
chef James Holah, who worked 
with Marco Pierre White and 
Gordon Ramsay.

Graham moved back to 
Scotland in 2008 for his 
� rst head chef role at the 
Ballachulish House hotel, 
retaining its Michelin star. 

When that hotel shut, 
he moved on to the Lake 
of Menteith Hotel in the 
Trossachs. 

He said: ‘I’ve worked in a 
lot of hotels, but being head 
chef at my own restaurant was 
always the goal. Working at 
Castlehill is wonderful. 

‘I can create the food I want. 
In time, I’d love to oversee 
six or seven restaurants with 
Castlehill as the � agship.’

Glenshellach Business Park 
Oban
PA34 4RY

New year, new opportunities!

Come along to our Open Day between 10am-7pm on Tuesday 
27th of November and chat to us about our great range of courses 

starting in January and September 2019. 
No booking necessary. See you there!

OPEN DAY
Tuesday

27th November 
10am-7pm

www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk
ACObanCentre@uhi.ac.uk 01631 559 500

Make college your plan A

What is more important than 
a choice about your future? 
Too o� en people view college 
as a back-up plan, but with 
a range of courses o� ering 
real skills for real jobs, think 
about making Argyll College 
your plan A.

Our brand new Entre-
preneurial Skills NPA will 
give you a great introduction 
into running a small business 
and will set you on the road to 
self-employment. 

� e Introduction to Child-
hood Practice is perfect for 

anyone wanting to make a 
career working with small 
children but doesn’t yet have 
entry requirements for full 
time courses.

Our Maritime Skills course 
is available in Oban or 
Lochgilphead. � is combines 
SQA and RYA/MCA certi-
� cation so you’ll receive a 
comprehensive introduction 
to the maritime industries, as 
well as gaining international-
ly recognised certi� cates.

As an academic partner 
of the University of the 

Highlands Islands, Argyll 
College also gives you access 
a wide range of part-time and 
full-time degree programmes 
many of which can be started 
at the end of January. We also 
have a range part-time cours-
es which can help improve 
your skills and enhance your 
chances of getting a job. 

Visit our website or call us 
to � nd out what’s available 
at your local Argyll College 
centre. Your future could be 
just a click away.
www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk

Advertorial
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Closed sealife 
centre cost six 
staff their jobs
Six jobs have been lost 
with the closure of the 
Scottish Sealife Sanctuary at 
Barcaldine.

Five other posts also went 
when it shut its doors on 
October 31 but they were 
seasonal positions.

A spokesperson for Merlin 
Entertainments said: ‘� ere 
were six redundancies. All 
other team members were 
seasonally contracted until 
October 31 therefore they 
� nished up as their contracts 
ended.

‘Alternative employment 
was o� ered within Merlin, 
but this wasn’t taken up by 
any of the team, who have 

now all found alternative 
employment themselves.’

Merlin Entertainments 
made the ‘agonising’ decision 
to put the attraction up 
for sale in September a� er 
concluding the centre was 
‘unsustainable’.

A buyer was not found 

before the closing day and the 
animals have now been relo-
cated to sealife sites within 
the UK.

A spokesperson for Merlin 
con� rmed the site is still for 
sale. � ey said: ‘� e sanctu-
ary  is currently up for sale 
with our estate agents and we 
have no further update on the 
sale at present.’

� e job losses at the Sealife 
Sanctuary were among latest 
unemployment and claimant 
� gures released last week 
from the Department for 
Work and Pensions.

In October, the claimant 
count of people seeking work 
in Argyll and Bute stood at 
860 people, down six per cent 
from the corresponding time 
last year.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll College centre manager Theresa Bain with Graham MacQueen.

College donates vending machine to Rock� eld
Oban’s Rock� eld Centre has 
found a handy slot for a pre-
loved vending machine.

Argyll College was o� ering 
the redundant machine to a 
good home and got � ve tak-
ers – of which Rock� eld was 
one. Argyll College centre 
manager � eresa Bain said: 
‘We put them all in a hat to 
pull out and Rock� eld was 
the lucky one.

‘We’ve got a replacement 

machine but there was still 
some life le�  in this one. It’s 
great to know they will put it 
to good use and it will help 
boost their funds.’

Graham MacQueen, 
a director of Oban 
Communities Trust which 
runs the  Rock� eld Centre, 
said: ‘We are very grateful to 
the college for the vending 
machine. � ere’s something 
new happening daily at 

the Rock� eld Centre as 
we plough ahead with our 
exciting project.’

Investors have already 
raised more than £200,000 
in community shares 
towards creating an all-in-
clusive cultural hub at the 
former school building.

� e project is on the 
� nal steps in raising the  £3 
million cost of the capital 
works.

Sealife Sanctuary animals 
have been re-homed.

SAVE 50%
on annual digital 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

O� er available from 
Thursday 22nd November to Wednesday 28th November 2018

Limited availability

NOW 
£14.50

visit www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
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Thank you for a brilliant parade

What a day Saturday was! I 
really hope everyone enjoyed 
the reindeer parade and 
Christmas lights as much as 
I did.

� e weather couldn’t have 
been more perfect and it felt 
as if there were millions of 
people joining in or watching 
the parade, all with big smiles 
on their faces.

� ere are so many people 
to thank for making it all 
happen, I don’t know where to 
start so, as it says in the song, 
I’ll start at the very beginning, 
it’s a very good place to start.

� anks to Andrew Spence, 
the man behind the scenes 
who was responsible for all 
the organisation up to the 
day and all the permissions 
needed. 

David Finlayson and Oban 
Rotary Club, without whom 
the reindeer and people 

would all be milling about not 
knowing where to go. Oban 
and Lorn Lions for helping to 
shepherd the crowds. Oban 
Pipe Band for  leading the 
parade and providing rousing 
tunes to make the walk even 
more fun. Oban police for 
making sure everyone got 
where they were going safely. 
Dougie Dan for all his work in 
Station Square, setting up ga-
zebos and making sure every-
one knew where to set up and 
then feeding everyone too. 
Hire and Supplies for their 
help with the lighting tower 
to ensure everyone could see 
Santa and the reindeer and 
OES for all their work setting 
up the Christmas lights and, 
like Santa, they checked 
everything twice. Oban FM 
for the fabulous festive music 
and countdown. � e council 
workers who helped out with 
bus stops, barriers and cones. 
And the bus and taxi drivers 
who moved for the day so that 
we could all enjoy seeing 

Santa and the reindeer. On 
behalf of BID4Oban, a huge 
thank you to all of you. It 
shows what amazing things 
we can do when everyone 
works together. If I’ve missed 
anyone, I’m sorry. A massive 
thank you also goes to 
everyone who came along to 
enjoy themselves. You created 
a wonderful atmosphere that 
made it a very special event.

Last week’s photo was the 
light at the bottom of the steps 
to the Regent Hotel and this 
week you don’t have to walk 
very far to � nd this building.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Donations wanted for 
affordable homes fund
A community trust has 
launched a fundraising 
appeal to help it build four 
more a� ordable homes at 
Ulva Ferry.

Mull and Iona Community 
Trust (MICT) has already 
delivered two snug new 
homes for rent but says 
ongoing  feasibility work has 
con� rmed there is still a 
shortage of housing options.

� e lack of housing is 
impacting  on the sustaina-
bility of the community, the 
primary school roll and the 
ability of local businesses to 
thrive and expand, says the 
trust.

Now MICT, working with 
Ulva School Community 
Association, has revealed 
ambitious plans to build four 
more houses on  two sites 
at Ulva Ferry, one of which 
was recently bought with a 
grant from the Scottish Land 
Fund.

It has set up a donation page 
hoping to bring in £10,000 to 
get it started. ‘While budget 
is a top priority, building 
costs are in� ated in rural 
island locations and there 
are added infrastructure 

costs, such as installing 
private water supplies,’ said 
housing project o�  cer Helen 
MacDonald. She added: 
‘Ulva Ferry, and Mull in gen-
eral, have a distinct shortage 
of secure, a� ordable, year-
round accommodation. We 
are committed to delivering 
high quality,  low energy 
housing which will o� er ten-
ants a� ordable rents, secure 
tenancies and low heating 

bills. While we will be apply-
ing for grant and loan fund-
ing, we would be grateful for 
any donations, which will be 
directly spent on build costs.’

Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell o�  cially 
opened the � rst two homes 
at Sealladh Loch Tuath last 
November. � e three-bed-
room houses were built 
next to the school a� er a 
campaign fought o�  threats 

The view from the plot where the new houses will be 
located takes in the islands of Ulva and Inch Kenneth, all 
within the Loch na Keal National Scenic Area.

Charlie Bavington of GlycoMar, Scottish Seaweed Industry Association chairman Walter 
Speirs and Martin MacLeod from the Hebridean Seaweed Company try out seaweed 
snacks. 16_T47_seaweedconference2018

Interest grows in seaweed conference
More than 100 delegates from 
across the UK headed to Oban 
for the Scottish Seaweed 
Industry Association (SSIA) 
conference.

It was the event’s third year, 
attracting its biggest attend-

ance, said   SSIA chairman 
Walter Speirs. 

‘We’re growing in size each 
year,’ he added.

Cultivators, harvesters, 
product producers and 
academics were among the 

delegates who met at the 
Corran Halls last week to net-
work and discuss  creating a 
recognised seaweed growing 
industry. 

Speakers included guests 
from Norway.
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Donations wanted for 
affordable homes fund

to close it. Construction of 
the houses took nine months 
and was completed on 
budget. Funding came from 
the  Scottish Land Fund,   
Argyll and Bute Council, 
the  Trusthouse Charitable 
Foundation, the  Quaker 
Housing Trust, the Scottish 
Government’s  Rural 
Housing Fund,  Triodos 
Bank,  USCA, a signi�cant 
anonymous bequest 
and more than £22,500 
in donations through a 
high-pro�le crowdfunding 
campaign. Support also 

came from Rural Housing 
Scotland, Community Land 
Scotland and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise.

Donations to the new pro-
ject can be made online at 
mydonate.bt.com/events/ul-
vaferryhousingphase2 or by 
sending cheques payable to 
Mull and Iona  Community 
Trust to An Roth, Craignure, 
Isle of Mull, PA65 6AY.

To �nd out more or to rent 
one of the houses, contact 
Ms MacDonald on 01680 
812 900 or at hmacdonald@
mict.co.uk.

Fair funding campaign 
welcomed by council
�e leader of Argyll and Bute 
Council has welcomed a 
campaign by the Convention 
of Scottish Local Authorities 
(COSLA) for fair funding for 
local government.

Councillor Aileen Morton 
said: ‘People across Argyll and 
Bute will be only too aware of 
the impact years of funding 
cuts are having on their coun-
cil services. 

Schools, road maintenance, 
bin collections, social care, 
building standards - these 
and more essential, everyday 
services depend on council 
funding.

‘Years of making savings 
and changing how we work to 
deal with funding cuts makes 
�nding more savings tougher 
and tougher. Easy choices have 
all been made. �ere are only 
di�cult decisions le�.

‘Maintaining council 
services means maintaining 
council funding. I’m sure 

local people would recognise 
the importance of their local 
services and back the Scottish 
Government providing the 
necessary funding.’

COSLA negotiates local gov-
ernment funding settlements 
with the Scottish Government 
on behalf of councils.

Ahead of the budget negotia-
tion period, COSLA launched a 
brie�ng document entitled Fair 
Funding for Essential Services 
2019/20  which outlines the 
central role local government 
plays in the economy.

�e council’s funding will 
not be con�rmed by the 
Scottish Government until the 
end of the year or early 2019.

Mid-range forecasts indicate 
Argyll and Bute Council will 
have a funding shortfall of £7.8 
million in 2019/20, and while 
the council is already taking 
steps to address this, there 
is still a need to �nd further 
savings of £3.7 million.

Oban man �ned after trying to head-butt police o�cer
A 23-year-old Oban man has 
been �ned a total of £585 for 
attempting to head-butt a 
police o�cer.

Ryan McAllister, of 15 
Colonsay Terrace, Oban, was 
sentenced at Oban Sheri� 
Court on Monday November 
5.

Procurator �scal 
Eoin  McGinty said police 
spotted three men kicking 
a football against a shop on 

October 6 this year, including 
McAllister, who had already 
received a ‘stern warning’ 
for ‘uttering comments of a 
sexual nature’ earlier in the 
night.

Mr McGinty said: ‘�e 
o�cer advised the males to 
stop. However, the accused 
immediately approached his 
window and at that point 
refused to let the o�cer speak 
to the male with the football.

‘�e accused began to  rant 
and rave at the o�cer, telling 
him he was being �lmed.’

His friends pulled him away 
and the o�cers drove o�. 
However, a�er speaking to 
colleagues at the station, the 
decision was taken to arrest 
McAllister.

‘As police approached 
him, he immediately began 
to struggle with the police  
and attempted to head-butt 

one of the o�cers,’ Mr 
McGinty said.

In his defence, solicitor 
Edward �ornton said: ‘He 
has no recollection of this 
incident whatsoever. It does 
appear to be out of character 
for him.

‘Two weeks later, he ap-
proached the o�cers and 
apologised to them.’

Mr �ornton added: ‘He has 
cut back his drinking.’

sectors.sepa.org.uk 

The � n� sh aquaculture sector relies on Scotland’s high 
quality environment and abundant freshwater resources. 
However, medicine used by Scottish salmon farms is 
signi� cantly impacting local marine environments.

We have set out � rm, evidence-based proposals for a 
revised regulatory regime and are consulting on a sector 
plan for � n� sh aquaculture. 

Have your say and enrich the decisions we take every day 
to protect and enhance Scotland’s environment. 

Community drop in events will give you the chance 
to speak with a range of SEPA sta� , � nd out more 
about the proposals and answer your questions. 
No booking required.

Date:  5th December 2018 

Time:  2.30pm – 7.30pm 

Venue:  Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa, Craignure, 
  Isle of Mull PA65 6BB

Fin� sh aquaculture 
Consultation information event
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Solution promise 
for A83 trunk road
For the � rst time, a senior 
Scottish politician has given 
a commitment that a ‘perma-
nent solution’ will be found 
to a landslide-prone section 
of the lifeline A83 trunk road.

Michael Matheson, Cabinet 
Secretary for Transport, 
Infrastructure and 
Connectivity, gave the assur-
ance at the latest meeting of 
the A83 Task Force – a group 
comprised of road engineers, 
business managers, council-
lors, civil servants and others 

by Colin Cameron
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Oban Rotarians, led by president Iain MacIntyre, were given a guided tour of the new Oban High School by head 
teacher Peter Bain, supported by head boy Angus Neil. The Rotarians, especially Iain and others who attended Oban 
High School were impressed with what is now on o� er at the school. Iain said at the conclusion of the tour that the new 
building and the subjects available to students are ‘out of this world compared to 60 years ago’.

Tobermory lifeboat 
in � ve-hour call-out
Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer 
crew went to the aid of a 40-me-
tre � sh carrier with power 
failure o�  Ardnamurchan 
lighthouse on the night of 
Tuesday November 13.

� e lifeboat was requested 
to launch at 10.13pm by 
Stornoway Coastguard, which 
advised the vessel’s owners 
had tasked a tug to attend the 
scene from Mallaig.

Tobermory’s volunteer crew 
launched the Severn-class 
all-weather lifeboat Elizabeth 
Fairlie Ramsey at 10.20pm and 
made best speed in southerly 
winds gusting up to 45 knots 
or more than 50mph.

� e crew of the � sh carrier 
had managed to anchor the 
vessel, so the lifeboat stood by 
in seas of three to four metres 
until the arrival of the tug 
shortly a� er 2am. 

With the � sh carrier safely 
under tow and heading to-
wards Mallaig, the volunteer 
crew returned to Tobermory, 

where the lifeboat was made 
ready for service at 3.20am.

� e service followed a 
call-out on Friday November 
9 to carry out a medivac of a 
seriously ill woman on the 
island of Erraid o�  the Ross of 
Mull in a force seven to eight 
south-easterly gale.

In the event, the lifeboat was 
stood down en route as HM 
Coastguard’s search and res-
cue helicopter from Prestwick 
had evacuated the patient to 
hospital.

Tobermory RNLI’s coxswain 
David McHa�  e said: ‘� ese 
two shouts were in rough 
conditions which are fairly 
typical of this area of coast at 
this time of year. 

‘� ey also show our volun-
teer crew members are willing 
to respond to their pagers 
24/7. � ey all went to their day 
jobs having spent most of the 
night in rough seas and only 
having snatched a few hours’ 
sleep.’

Rural areas show better gender pay equality
� e gender pay gap in rural, 
island and remote areas 
has decreased over the past 
decade.

Research by Scotland’s 
Rural College indicates that 
in 2017 women in remote 
parts of the country had the 
lowest annual income on 
average, though women in 
accessible rural areas had the 
highest income of all female 
employees in Scotland.

A number of factors appear 

to be behind this, such as em-
ployment in low-paid sectors, 
higher levels of part-time 
working, reduced mobility 
and the dominance of micro 
businesses in rural, remote 
and island areas.

– held at the Loch Fyne Hotel 
in Inveraray.

Describing the meeting on 
November 15 as ‘very posi-
tive’, Mr Matheson added: ‘I 
recognise the A83 is absolute-
ly critical to Argyll and Bute, 
particularly to locals and the 
local economy.’

Argyll and Bute is to be 
prioritised within the second 
Strategic Transport Projects 
Review (STPR), which will 
set out Transport Scotland’s 
investment priorities for the 
future.

Any permanent engineering 
solution, though, may take 
years to complete.

Mr Matheson continued: 

‘What I have asked Transport 
Scotland to do is to make sure 
we carry out early work here 
in Argyll and Bute in order to 
identify a permanent solution 
to the challenges we have 
with the A83.

‘� at work will start early 
in the new year to make sure 
we’re starting to identify what 
that option should be.’

In the meantime, people us-
ing the Rest and Be � ankful 
will rely on ‘mitigation’ meas-
ures above the A83.

Mr Matheson said: ‘� e 
A83 has already had a lot of 
work carried out to it to put 
mitigation measures in place. 

‘� ere are catch pits in place 

at the moment and there are 
more of those to put in over 
the months ahead alongside 
the netting which has been 
put in to capture debris.

‘So far, the mitigation meas-
ures have had a signi� cant 
impact as it has been possible 
to keep the road open for 
extended periods of time 
whereas in the past, prior to 
this being carried out, the 
road would have been closed.’

He continued: ‘But even 
with that we need to identify 
what the permanent solution 
is, so the process of looking 
at that through the STPR 
process for Argyll and Bute is 
now going to be accelerated.’
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Voting for the MG Alba Scots 
Trad Music Awards comes to 
an end tomorrow (November 
23) and as always, excitement 
is building for the awards 
night, which this year will 
take place in Perth Concert 
Hall on Saturday  December 
1.  The winners will be an-
nounced live on the night and 
as with each event since 2008 
it will be broadcast live on 
BBC Alba.

Since 2003, when the fi rst 
‘Trads’ took place, these 
awards have been a major 
event in the traditional music 
world and over that time, their 
existence has done a lot to 
raise the profi le of the scene.

There is no doubt the 
competition element doesn’t 
sit too comfortably against 
the backdrop of co-operation 
and camaraderie that exists 
on the scene. However, it is 
recognised by all that while 
it is exciting and benefi cial 
to be nominated and win in a 
given category, it is the effect 
on the overall industry that is 
important.

Luckily, over the years 
Skipinnish have been nom-
inated in various categories 
in our different guises and 
were delighted to win a few 
times.  The process of being 
voted for was always good 
fun and being named a winner 
was very gratifying but never 
taken too seriously. The pres-
sure of canvassing for votes is 
off our shoulders this year as 
we’ve not been nominated for 
anything but it is still exciting 

to view the categories, to vote 
and to ponder who might win. 
The music scene in Scotland 
has grown vastly since the 
fi rst awards event and this 
can be seen in the number of 
new bands and artists who 
appear in the categories this 
year along with many old 
stalwarts.  This mix of old 
and new faces is one of the 
most enjoyable aspects of the 
awards night with everyone 
coming together for a night in 
one place. This is one of the 
great attributes of the entire 
project – bringing so many in 
the music world together for a 
night of celebration.

There are 17 categories 
covering nearly all aspects of 
traditional music and I would 
urge readers to vote and by 
doing so help to continue to 
enhance the presence of this 
important endeavour.

From Music Tutor of the 
Year to Community Project 
of the Year, the awards cover 
a vast area of the industry and 
are important in giving ac-
knowledgement to many who 
do vital ‘behind the scenes’ 
and volunteer work.

The general public is also 
welcome to attend the awards 
night and with some top 
entertainment throughout in 
an excellent venue, this is well 
worth going to.  Playing on 
the night between awards will 
be Eabhal, Mànran, Karine 
Polwart, The Gordon Duncan 
Experience, Croft No 5, 
Hannah Rarity, Kannaris and 
more yet to be announced.

Funding needed for 
Oban trust port
Plans are moving forward to 
see if Oban Bay can be man-
aged as a trust port.

A meeting in Oban heard 
groups of stakeholders were 
carrying out work to see if it 
would be a viable option but 
there would still have to be a 
general consensus among all 
community groups as well as 

all partner groups, including 
CalMac, before it happens.

Andrew Spence, chief exec-
utive of BID4Oban, outlined 
how much a feasibility study 
for a trust port could cost 
and mentioned a potential 
for Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise funding for a con-
sultant to take the project for-
ward. ‘It’s such an important 
move, not just from the man-
agement of Oban Bay but for 

the economic development 
of the town and will require 
match funding,’ he said.

Chris Wilcock of Transport 
Scotland  was at the meeting 
explaining the key feature of 
a trust port is that it would be 
non-pro� t making. 

� e meeting also heard how 
community-led Tobermory 
Harbour Association (THA) 
now has a turnover between 
£400,000 to £600,000 every 

year re-invested in servic-
es. THA harbour master 
Robert Hemming   said  in 
the region  of £2.6 million is 
brought into the local econo-
my from Tobermory Bay.

Paul Jennings, Oban Bay 
harbour manager for CalMac 
Harbours, said CalMac was 
‘fully supportive’ of the 
e� orts to look at trust port 
viability and o� ered help 
where required.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Fundraisers at the Oban Pipe Band soup lunch in aid of the Beatson Cancer Charity.

Charity gets generous helping from soup lunch
A soup lunch in Oban has 
raised more than £2,000 for 
the Beatson Cancer Charity in 
Glasgow.

Organisers said the well-at-
tended event at the town’s 
pipe band hall in Shore Street 
on November 2 ‘exceeded all 
expectations’.

Alistair Dewar, Oban Pipe 
Band’s fundraising convener, 
said: ‘Our willing helpers were 
literally rushed o�  their feet. A 
huge thank you to those who 
came along and waited   pa-
tiently to be seated and served. 
Also to the many people who 
have given donations and to 
those who continue to do so 
a� er the event, to everyone  
who donated baking and 
ra�  e prizes and to the pipe 
band for hosting the event, 

several of whom assisted on 
the day. Special thanks to our 
wee band of volunteers who 
worked tirelessly to make sure 
the event was a success.’

Earlier this year Mr Dewar’s 
daughter-in-law Eilidh Ann  
was diagnosed with leukemia 
and has been cared for and 
supported by the charity 

while having treatment at the 
Beatson in Glasgow.

� e mum, who is now in 
remission, was helping at the 
event with daughter Izzy.
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by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Paris photo mystery solved
A young soldier’s picture 
sent on a postcard from Paris 
with love in March 1918 
set Dalmally historians o�  
on a fascinating journey of 
discovery.

� e photograph that in-
trigued members of Dalmally 
Historical Association as 
they were trawling through 
their archives searching for 
anything to do with the First 
World War was sent to ‘Dear 
Mary Ann’ and signed from 
Emerson.

From the slouch hat perched 
on the chair on the photo of 
the young man, the village 
historians deduced he was 
Australian.

� is was in 2014 when the 
historical association was pre-
paring for that year’s Dalmally 
Show. � e theme for its display 
was to be Dalmally and the 
Great War.

A few weeks later, the histo-
rians were at � e Oban Times 
o�  ces looking through copies 
of the war years editions when 
they chanced on two articles 

Emerson’s grandson Neil and his wife Adrienne receiving the original postcard from chairman Janet Buchanan and 
members of Dalmally Historical Association. Centre: picture postcard of Lance Corporal Emerson Anderson and, right, 
the message on the reverse of the postcard sent to his cousin in Dalmally.

mentioning an Emerson 
Anderson who was on leave 
from the Western Front.

‘One article was dated March 
and the other November 1918. 
Emerson is not a common � rst 
name so could this be the same 
Emerson who wrote from 
Paris? If so, he was the nephew 
of John Anderson, who was 
the Dalmally postmaster until 
1901,’ said Jess Dinning.

‘John had a son, also called 
John, who took over the post 
o�  ce from his father and ran 
it with the help of his two 
sisters, Betsy and Mary Ann. 

‘So it seemed Emerson was 
their Australian cousin,’ she 
added.

Another trawl of the archives 
uncovered another postcard 
of British India steam ship 
Nevasa sent to Mrs M A 
Cameron (nee Anderson) in 
March 1919, four months a� er 
the end of the hostilities.

‘We now knew that Emerson 
had survived the  war and ‘in 
splendid trim’ was on his way 
back home aboard a  British 
India steam ship. How 
wonderful the sunshine must 
have felt a� er the icy rain, mud 

and horrors of the trenches! 
We were pleased to learn that 
the young Australian had got 
through the war and was able 
to make his way home.’

� e historians thought they 
had reached a pleasing end to 
their archive tale until they got 
an email in January this year   
from a Neil Anderson.

He wanted to know if the 
history group knew anything 
about his great grand-uncle 
John Anderson who had been 
a Dalmally postmaster.

It turned out Neil Anderson’s 
great-grandfather Peter, a 

Glenorchy shepherd and 
younger brother of John, had 
emigrated to Australia in 
1857 or 1858 to become a gold 
miner.

‘Neil was our Emerson’s 
grandson!  We were able to 
send Neil copies of his grand-
father’s postcards to cousin 
Mary Ann,’ said Mrs Dinning.

� e history group also 
sent on other family photos 
of  Emerson’s children sent 
by his sister to her Dalmally 
cousins. One of the photos of 
three boys and a girl with their 
grannie particularly delighted 

Mr Anderson because the 
eldest boy was his father John 
William.

‘Neil also told us that 
Emerson was awarded  the 
Military Medal for conspicu-
ous gallantry and devotion to 
duty in July 1918. Mary Ann’s 
cousin was a war hero,’ said 
Mrs Denning.

A� er Emerson returned 
to civilian life in Gloucester, 
New South Wales, he married 
and had seven children. With 
his brother and  sister he 
ran refreshment rooms and 
organised the  town’s sports 
teams. Later he and his family 
moved to Sydney  where he 
owned an estate agents and a 
post o�  ce. He died in 1949 at 
the age of 62.

Mr Anderson described 
his grandfather Emerson as 
‘a remarkable man’ who had 
‘been through and achieved a 
lot during his lifetime’.

Mrs Dinning said: ‘We have 
so many photos of people and 
don’t know who they are so 
when I got the phone call from 
Neil four years a� er we found 
the photo sent from Paris, it 
was lovely to know who he was 
talking about,’ she added.

WHATS YOUR FAVOURITE RECIPE? OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 
11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

FORT WILLIAM 
Starts Thursday 24th January
Salvation Army Hall
16 Belford Road,
Fort William
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead 
Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge, St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Diet Cola Chicken
Serves: 4    Cook time: Ready in under an hour
Ready in: 30-60 Minutes  Freezer friendly
Perfect for Extra Easy SP Syns per serving: FREE 

Ingredients

Low calorie cooking spray 1 onion, � nely chopped
1 red pepper, 1 yellow and 1 green pepper, 
chopped into chunks

2 garlic cloves, 
� nely chopped

4 skinless chicken breasts, cut into pieces

2 tsp Worcestershire sauce 4 tbsp tomato purée

8 tbsp passata with onions and garlic 1 tbsp dark soy sauce/tamari
1 tsp dried mixed herbs 330ml can diet cola
200ml chicken stock 200g sugar snap peas

Method
1. Place a large pan sprayed with low calorie cooking spray over a high heat.
2. Add the chicken, peppers and onion and stir-fry for 4-5 minutes, or until lightly browned.
3. Add the diet cola, stock, passata, tomato purée, garlic, Worcestershire sauce, soy sauce and 

dried mixed herbs and stir well.
4. Bring to the boil, cover, reduce the heat to medium-low and simmer for 12-15 minutes.
5. Add the sugar snap peas, stir and increase the heat to medium-high.
6. Cook for another 10-15 minutes, or until the chicken is cooked through and the veg is tender.

Tip: Try swapping diet cola for diet orange, for a tasty change. 
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BUSINESS NEWS
IN BRIEF
� A new tourism strategy aimed at 
increasing promotion and access to 
Gaelic has been launched.

Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Tourism 
and External A� airs Fiona Hyslop 
launched the Gaelic Tourism Strategy 
for Scotland 2018-2023 at The Scotch 
Whisky Experience in Edinburgh 
alongside Lord Thurso, chairman of 
VisitScotland, and Shona Niclllinnein, 
Ceannard, chief executive o�  cer of 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig. The plan encourages 
boosting awareness and use of Gaelic 
in the tourism sector through increased 
engagement.

� Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA), has published its 
2017/18 landlord report. The report 
gives details of ACHA’s performance in 
terms of quality and value of the service 
provided. Alastair MacGregor, chief 
executive, said: ‘There has been good 
performance and satisfaction levels  
during 2017/18. We have improved 
our performance for completing 
emergency repairs with operatives 
attending within 3.52 hours which puts 
us ahead of the Scottish average of 3.96 
hours. Our satisfaction levels for tenants 
moving into ACHA homes remains high 
at 93.2 per cent.’

� Loganair, Scotland’s Airline, has 
introduced a discount fare for members 
of the armed forces, veterans and the 
armed forces community. The airline 
has teamed up with Poppyscotland 
and The Royal British Legion to o� er 
The Armed Forces Fare which will 
give eligible passengers a 10 per cent 
reduction in their core ticket price.

Around 40 business and community leaders 
from across Argyll recently met the board of 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) in 
Oban.

� e group discussed a broad range of 
issues a� ecting the area’s economy over an 
informal  business lunch at the Olive Garden 
restaurant. Other attendees included HIE 
chief executive Charlotte Wright and members 
of the organisation’s leadership team.

� e board held its regular bimonthly meet-
ing at the European Marine Science Park, 
Dunsta� nage, on Tuesday October 30 and 
spent Wednesday morning with community 
organisations on Mull.

Chairman of HIE Lorne Crerar said the 
Argyll visit had been productive and enjoyable. 
He added: ‘Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
has a great responsibility to achieve positive 
impacts across all parts of our region.

‘It’s absolutely vital our board members get 
out and about so we can meet our clients and 
partners face to face and gain a deeper under-
standing of the challenges and opportunities 
facing local businesses and communities. A� er 
our board meeting on Tuesday, we were able to 
see � rst-hand some of the pioneering research 
being undertaken at the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science and tour the neighbouring 
building, Malin House, which is now home to 
some very impressive life sciences companies.’

Professor Crerar said the board had been 
impressed by the commitment and  achieve-
ments of three community-led organisations 
they met on Mull – Mull and Iona Community 
Trust, North West Mull Community 

Argyll economy on the 
menu at Oban lunch

Woodland Company and South West Mull 
and Iona Development.

‘� e progress that has been achieved by these 
communities is absolutely staggering,’ he said. 
‘HIE is delighted to have been able to support 
them on their journey so far and we greatly 
look forward  to helping deliver their future 
ambitions. 

‘� e business lunch in Oban then gave us 
an opportunity to engage with business and 
community leaders and address the topics that 
they wanted to discuss.

‘� ese events are all about listening and 
learning from the people we support so our 
decisions  are informed by their experience 

and ambitions. � ere was a lot of discussion 
on Tuesday on themes that are fairly common 
to all parts of the Highlands and Islands. � ese 
included the important role young people play 
in our economy and the need for good quality 
jobs, mobile and broadband connectivity, as 
well as transport and a� ordable housing.

‘Concerns over Brexit were also raised, par-
ticularly in relation to the expected impact on 
the tourism and food and drink sectors.

‘Other topics were more speci� c to Argyll. 
� ere was a de� nite desire to tackle infra-
structure  constraints and a great deal of 
enthusiasm for the initiative to establish Oban 
as a university town.’

Around 40 business leaders attended the event with HIE management in Oban.
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

National park welcomes new board members
Rural A� airs and Natural Environment 
Minister Mairi Gougeon has   announced 
the appointment of � ve new members to the 
board of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park Authority.

� e National Park Authority board is 
responsible for guiding strategic deci-
sion-making and has an important role to 
play in ensuring authority delivers its key 
aims.

� e appointments are as follows.
� Claire Chapman: a specialist at dealing 

with environmental regulatory and compli-
ance  issues. She works for Scottish Water 
with responsibilities for the operation and 
maintenance of renewable assets and dealing 
with contractors to ensure turbines generate 
as they  should. Claire is experienced at 
engaging with landowners, regulators and 
other stakeholders and is a regular speaker 
at renewable events. She is also a director of 
the Scottish Canoe Association.

� Sarah Drummond: Sarah co-founded 
service design specialists Snook, MyPolice, 
CycleHack, Dearest Scotland, Alloa Pride 
and � e Matter. She has experience support-
ing organisations in the public, private and 
third sectors to deliver better services. Sarah 
has worked on tourism projects, research 
into digitising the planning process and 

running  innovative events with partners 
like � e Data Lab in Scotland. She also runs 
CycleHack, which supports multi-discipli-
nary teams in local areas to reduce barriers 
to cycling.

� Ronnie Erskine: Ronnie brings a breadth 
of � nance, audit and risk management expe-
rience  to this role. � is includes almost 20 
years working in � nance and corporate roles  
within local government with responsibility 
for up to 200 sta�  and projects of  up to 
£200m. Ronnie worked for three years in the 

Department for International Development, 
heading the � nance profession and oversee-
ing a budget of £6bn. Recently, he worked in 
the education sector in � nance roles where 
he has designed and implemented a new 
system of risk management.

� Dr Heather Reid: A science education 
consultant and former weather forecaster 
with the Met O�  ce and BBC Scotland, she 
led the introduction of an outdoor activities 
weather forecast on television and regularly 
hillwalks and mountain bikes within the 
park. She brings experience in public science 
engagement and outreach, especially  in 
environmental sciences. Heather chaired 
the Institute of Physics in Scotland and was 
a trustee at Glasgow Science Centre for 10 
years.

� Professor Christopher Spray: A 
senior research fellow at University of 
Dundee,  Christopher’s work and research 
focuses on water and wetlands, habitat 
restorations and natural � ood risk man-
agement. Working with Tweed Forum and 
Scottish Borders Council, he developed 
the Framework for Delivery of the Scottish 
Governments Land Use Strategy pilot in the 
Borders.

� e appointments are for a minimum of 
four years and started on November 1.

Caol Ila Distillery 
plans submitted
Plans to upgrade Caol Ila Distillery have 
been formally submitted to Argyll and 
Bute Council.

A detailed planning application sets 
out proposals to expand and enhance 
the experience the distillery o� ers to 
tourists.

The submission of formal plans follows 
a community engagement last month 
at which initial plans were shared with 
residents. A pre-application consultation 
has also been carried out with the 
council.

If approved, a state-of-the-art visitor 
centre will be created inside the Caol Ila 
warehouse, including a  bar with views 
across the Sound of Islay. The visitor 
centre will be entered via a footbridge 
into the roof of the warehouse, linking 
to a new car park on the hill above the 
distillery.

In April, Diageo announced a £150 
million investment programme to 
transform distillery visitor experiences 
across Scotland.

Diageo is also investing a further £35 
million to bring back the distillery at 
Port Ellen on Islay.

Mairi Gougeon announced the members.

From left to right: Iain Webster; Lizz MacDonald; Susan McFadyen; Lynn McKay; Jennifer 
Gillies; Steven MacBrayne; Jackie Boyd; Arlene McBain; Christine Heads and 

Linda Howden.  The Tarbert o�  ce will be sta� ed by: Iain Webster; Christine Heads; Steven 
MacBrayne and Linda Howden.  Campbeltown o�  ce: Susan McFadyen; Jackie Boyd; 

Lynn McKay; Jennifer Gillies and  Lizz MacDonald. Glasgow contact is Arlene McBain.

TARBERT OFFICE: 
The Old Surgery, School Road, Tarbert, ARGYLL, PA29 6UL
CAMPBELTOWN OFFICE:
51 Kirk Street, Campbeltown, ARGYLL, PA28 6BW
GLASGOW OFFICE:
2nd Floor, 18 Bothwell Street, GLASGOW, G2 6NU

William Duncan (Argyll) Ltd, Chartered Accountants 
have made two signi� cant investments in growth 
within Argyll recently.  In August the existing team 
of Iain Webster, Christine Heads, Steven MacBrayne, 
Jackie Boyd and Linda Howden moved into a 
larger, modern, bespoke o�  ce while in September 
they acquired the CA practice of Wright Ogilvie in 
Campbeltown.   Iain Webster, Manging Director, said 
both strategic investments re� ected the con� dence 
that he had in business activity in Argyll and the 
demand for strong, locally based professional 
accountancy and tax services.  The company also 
has an o�  ce in Glasgow specialising in corporate 
� nance and forensic accounting. In Campbeltown 
the existing sta�  of Lizz MacDonald, Lynn McKay and 

Jennifer Gillies have been joined by Susan McFadyen 
as o�  ce Senior Manager and Jackie Boyd who will 
split her time between both the Argyll o�  ces.  Keith 
Wright is continuing as a consultant to the business.  
Iain stated, “Our aim, in today’s fast-evolving, cloud-
based business environment is to o� er clients the 
core services they have enjoyed for years along with 
access to additional specialist services via the wider 
William Duncan network in West Central Scotland”.

Do what
       you love.

             Let us do the rest.
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Iona Abbey launches £500,000 appeal

Who hasn’t heard of Iona and, for that matter, 
who hasn’t visited it?

For almost 1,500 years since St Columba 
established a Christian outpost on Iona, 
pilgrims, monarchs, poets, writers, world 
� gures of every creed, colour and nationality 
have come to this small island o�  Mull looking 
for sanctuary, respite and to marvel at its early 
crosses, e�  gies and artefacts.

Iona is the tenth most visited historical and 
religious site in Scotland and welcomes more 
than 250,000 visitors every year. Over the 
course of each season, from March to October, 
3,000 people stay for longer periods. Of all 
faiths and none, they come from across the 
globe to take part in the life and work of the 
abbey.

� e Iona Community was founded in 
Glasgow and Iona in 1938 by the Rev George 
MacLeod, later Lord  Macleod of Fiunary,  
minister, visionary and prophetic witness 
for peace, in the context of the poverty and 
despair of the Depression.

Most Iona Community participants are 
paying guests, drawn by the opportunity to 
have an authentic, faith-based experience 
in a uniquely historical setting.  Others are 
subsidised, allowing individuals and groups 
time away from their usual surroundings 
in a  caring, safe environment, able to return 
home strengthened in mind and body.

A� er 80 years the abbey accommodation 
needs upgrading and some TLC. Surveys 
in 2013 revealed that without urgent major 
work there was every possibility that it would 
become uninhabitable.

Committed to inclusive welcome, the powers 
that be were concerned that as the living quar-
ters were at the top of ancient stone staircases 
and therefore inaccessible for wheelchair users 
and those with mobility issues, a dispropor-
tionate number of people were being excluded. 
Numerous parts of the building were also too 
cold to use during the winter, limiting the sea-
son programming and the number of guests 
and volunteers who can participate, thus 
limiting its potential and long-term � nancial 
sustainability.

Top of the list was upgrading the plumbing, 

heating and wiring or risk being uninhabita-
ble by 2020. Having been forced by necessity 
to carry out some work, the decision was made 
to take the bull by the horns and improve the 
abbey drastically: installing a wheelchair li� , 
making bed and bathrooms more accessible, 
having new lighting, a renewable energy sys-
tems and improved insulation.

All this, of course, especially on an island 
remote from the mainland reached by not one 
but two ferries, comes at a price, so a bold and 
ambitious £3.5 million appeal was launched 
last year called Cross the Line.

Patron of the Iona Abbey Capital Appeal 
is the Princess Royal who, writing in the 
appeal lea� et, said: ‘As patron of the Iona 
Abbey Capital Appeal, I am delighted by the 
Iona Community’s campaign to renovate the 
monastic buildings at the abbey because I 
recognise the unique nature of this heritage 
site which o� ers hospitality as was originally 
intended. � e distinctive pattern of com-
munity life at Iona Abbey is fundamental to 
the spiritual and economic well-being of the 
island and the impact reaches far beyond Iona.

‘I am encouraged that considerable progress 
has been made towards the target for the 
renovation project, which will improve acces-
sibility, accommodation and environmental 
sustainability. � is initiative will enable the 
Iona Community to extend an inclusive wel-
come to people from all walks of  life and to 
build on its commitment to issues of poverty, 
peace and social justice. It deserves all our 
support.’

Support has come from Switzerland to Korea 
and at a pace which has helped to combat ris-
ing in� ation that has pushed up the estimates 
since the project was launched.

Phase one saw the installation of a li�  to 
give better access to the � rst � oor, a reception 
kitchen to provide hospitality for guests, 
automatic corridor lighting to create a safer 
environment and bathrooms with disability 
� ttings.

� anks to some incredible generosity, phase 
two, which has now started, will include 
refurbished bed and bathrooms, insulation 
in the community living spaces, installation 
of a  renewable heating system, access to the 
refectory, upgrading of the plumbing and 
electrical services and redecoration.

With a resident population of less than 170, 
Iona depends on visitors to the abbey to o� set 
its fragile, seasonal economy. � e community 
employs 21 people on the island, a number 
of whom are year-round. � ese employees 

in turn contribute to the local economy and 
community, participating in groups, taking 
part in events and sharing the abbey spaces 
with other groups such as children’s or village 
hall events.

Just £500,000 is required to re-open the 
accommodation building in 2020. Every 
donation, no matter how small, will be com-
memorated by hand in an illustrated manu-
script in the style of the Book of Kells, which 
was created on Iona in the eighth century. 
� is unique work of art will be on permanent 
display in the abbey church when it re-opens.

Donate at www.iona.org.uk/capital-appeal-in-
formation or send what you can to the Iona 
Community, 21 Carlton Court, Glasgow G5 9JP.

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines
On the evening of Sunday November 
11, WW100 Islay and Islay Communtiy 
Council, working with the RSPB, 
the Coastguard and local business 
MacEachern Bros, lit up the American 
Monument at the Mull of Oa.

The monument was built in memory 
of the American soldiers who lost their 
lives in the SS Tuscania and HMS Otranto 
troopship tragedies in 1918.

Armistice Day on Islay began at 6am 
with pipers playing in Bowmore and 
Port Ellen. Each church on the island 
held their services of remembrance and 
at 2pm members of the community 
gathered at Kilchoman Commonwealth 
War Graves cemetery for a further 
service of remembrance.

These acts of remembrance were a 
� tting close to commemorations held on 
Islay in 2018.

Islay pays tribute 
to Americans

The American Monument on Islay was 
illuminated in memory of the service-
men killed in the troopship tragedies.
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Could this be the quarry at Glenshellach? We are not sure of the date of this photograph, 
but the men could be from Martin’s carters and hauliers working from the town.

In the days when you could buy petrol on Fort William High Street. Photograph: Retro Roamer.

Iona Abbey launches £500,000 appeal

The village of Iona and its world famous abbey. Photograph: Iain Thornber.

George Macleod, the founder of the Iona 
Community, was no stranger in Argyll. He 
belonged to the most famous family of min-
isters in Scotland - the Macleods of Fiunary 
- which gave more than 550 years of ordained 
service to the church in Morvern, Kintyre 
and elsewhere. It produced no fewer than six 
Moderators of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, seven doctors of divinity, 
two deans of the Chapel Royal, two deans 
of the Most Ancient and Noble Order of the 
� istle and four Royal Chaplains.

Little wonder when Norman (1812-
72), George’s grandfather, died, an old 

Glasgow  woman, blinking in the brilliant 
sunshine as she watched his cortege pass by 
remarked: ‘Aye but providence has been kind 
to our Norman, giving him such a grand day 
for his funeral.’

When Dr Eammon de Valera, prime minis-
ter of Eire, visited Iona, he was so impressed by 
the work of the community, he asked George 
Macleod if there was anything he could do for 
him. ‘You can return to us the Book of Kells 
from Trinity College, Dublin,’ was the reply.

‘You can have the Book of Kells on one con-
dition – that you allow me to annexe Iona to 
Ireland,’ was the quick retort.
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURESCouncil and SFRS 
must � nd solution 
to � re cover dispute
� ere have been many reports this year 
about how the economy of Argyll and the 
Isles has been booming in recent times, 
most notably, of course, in the tourism 
sector.

However, there is no room for complac-
ency and anything that threatens the future 
of the hospitality industry is to be resisted as 
fully as possible.

So it is worrying that there is growing 
concern over the provision of � ights to the 
islands. � ese communities, some of them 
with already fragile economies for a whole 
ra�  of reasons, rely on o� en precarious 
transport links, principally ferries but also 
air routes.

As we report this week, there are fears that 
� ights to and from Colonsay and Coll could 
be suspended as a result of a dispute over 
pay to � re� ghters. A worried reader who 
heard � ights into and out of Colonsay and 
Coll were about to be grounded because of 
a dispute involving � re� ghters. ‘If we don’t 
have � re crews covering the airport, there 
won’t be any � ights in or out of here,’ said 
the caller, who wanted to stay anonymous.

� e situation is a complex one, with 
responsibility for the airports lying with the 
council but the � re cover being provided by 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service.

O�  cials say they are working together to 
bring a resolution to the issue. We trust that 
they will do so and with urgency to avoid 
putting lifelines � ights in jeopardy.

Brilliant 10 days of 
fun events in Oban
� e eighth Oban Winter Festival is in full 
swing and has been attracting countless 
people to the town.

Its continued growth and remarkable 
success is down to the hard work of a 
number of local people. Well done.

Car park and pumping 
station would bene� t Oban
Many years ago, if my memory is correct, a 
letter published in � e Oban Times suggested 
a yacht marina for Oban Bay which, by all 
accounts, is now a success.

It could be even more so if extended with 
certain safety features and lanes created in the 
bay for the increase in boat tra�  c.

But the future town parking and � ooding 
can both be partially alleviated by the building 
of a new two or three-storey car park and con-
nected water pumping station at the car park 
now virtually empty at Lochavullin. It should 
be built with a basement lower catchment 
tank area, which would � ll at times of � ooding 
and prolonged rainfall, thence being pumped 
automatically out by this allied pump house, 
perhaps situated beside Lochavullin bus stop 
on council land.

Flood water could then be pumped down 
a 400mm pipe the length of the Black Lynn 
and one kilometre out to sea, a system used at 
Penrhyn Bay in Wales.

� is could be funded by government grant 
money for � ood defences and partially from 
the income from the marina and the ready 
cash the council receives from car parking 
fees, which would pay for the construction of 
all this in less than a decade.

Our council has to make some tough, for-
ward-thinking choices about whether they 
wish to build, invest and create employment 
and secure adequate parking space for Oban’s 
hopefully booming future tourism industry. 
Or will they just sit back and wait for the great 
� oods due in 2025 and 2040.

Stephen Jones,  Burnside Place, Oban.

Strange incident on the 
shores of Loch Awe
Like � omas Middleton from Dalavich 
(Letters, November 1), I, too, am intrigued 
by these stories about the strange happenings 
around Loch Awe.

I grew up around Loch Awe at my grand-
parents’ cottage, where we spent most school 
holidays and on occasion attended Mrs Clark’s 
school house in Ford village.

I was always � shing as a young boy in the 
burn that feeds Loch Awe at the Ford end. � e 
� shing was very good there during the 1970s.  
I used to catch big bags of perch, eels, jack 
pike, rainbow and brown trout and was used 

to being on my own around Loch Awe from a 
very early age.

We were always told the stories as children 
including the one about the old chapel of 
Killieneuer at the foot of the loch.

Like Mr Middleton, I only mention now an 
event that occurred to me and my erstwhile 
partner, Jessica Seal, while driving up the 
Dalavich side of the Loch in 1996 because of 
these more recent stories.

I am not someone who makes stories up and 
knew the loch from a very early age. I was a 

ghillie at Slatach Estate, Glen� nnan, at the 
time and we were out for a drive on a day o�  
work. It was night, showery and there was a 
bit of mist but the driving conditions were � ne 
and there was no other tra�  c on the road.

About half way up the loch, a massive bull 
stepped on to the middle of the road and 
blocked our way. As it was such a big creature, 
I thought it was best to stop the car and wait 
patiently for the beast to move. � e bull wasn’t 
threatening in any way but was not in any hur-
ry to move either. A� er about � ve minutes, the 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, simply 

send it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post 
it to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB or hand it in to our o�  ces in Cran-
nog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, or in High Street, Fort William. 

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban,  Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

MacQueen Bros Ltd
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

‘S tric a chluinnear beachd 
gum bheil mothachadh 
air cò às a thàinig sinn 
deatamach  ann a bhith a’ 
stiùireadh na slighe as � èarr 
air adhart.

Canaidh feadhainn eile gum 
bheil cus aire air eachdraidh 
na bhacadh air adhartas agus 
gur còir nas lugha de dh’ùine 
a thoirt a’ cuimhneachadh 
air na chaidh. Nuair a 
thathar a’ comharrachadh 
ceud bliadhna bho chrìoch 
a’ Chogaidh Mhòir tha e tur 
iomchaidh urram a thoirt 
dha na milleanan a chaill am 
beatha anns a’ bhlàr sgream-
hail sin, agus anns a liuthad 
cogadh eile bhon uairsin.

Aig an aon àm ‘s � iach faigh-
neachd dè a dh’ionnsaich an 
saoghal bho na h-ìobairtean 
a rinn uimhir, agus an sgrios 
a dh’� uiling coimhearsnach-
dan feadh an t-saoghail. Dè 
am feum a rinn a’ chuimhne 
dha luchd-riaghlaidh? Aon 
rud a tha cinnteach ‘s e gum 
bheil daonnan cunnart gun 
tèid eachdraidh atharrachadh 
ma leigear fìrinn na thachair 
air dìochuimhn’.

‘S dòcha nach ann le 
turchairt a tha, bho chionn 
ghoirid, aire nam meadhanan 
air cuimseachadh air a’ 
cheangal a bh’ aig cuid de 

luchd-gnothaich Alba ri 
tràillealachd, agus am beartas 
a thug iad à cleachdadh cho 
an-iochdmhor an aghaidh 
dhaoine eile. Mar a dh’innis 
sreath phrògraman telebhise-
an bho Dhaibhidh Hayman 
rinn an luchd-gnothaich 
na gnìomhan seo ann an 
àitichean leithid tuathan 
siùcair Iamaica, ach an uairsin 
cheannaich iad urram is inbhe 
an seo le cuid dem beartas oil-
lteil a chur an lùib caochladh 
iomairtean carthannais.

Cuspair eile a th’ air a 
bhith a’ nochdadh bho 
chionn greise ‘s e mar a tha 
naidheachdan fuadain gan 
cruthachadh agus gam foill-
seachadh, a’ fàgail dhaoine 
air am mealladh a thaobh 
dè tha fìor seach na bhreug! 
� ug modh-obrach àraid 
a’ Chinn-suidhe Trump 
naidheachdan  fuadain gu 
aire is esan a’ fàgail rud sam 
bith ris nach eil e � èin ag 
aontachadh na bhreug, ach 
tha eachdraidh a’ dearbhadh 
nach e cleachdadh ùr a tha 
ann am � anais-bhrèige idir.

Nochd Hayman sin gu 
làidir ag argamaid gun deach 
fìrinn a’ cheangail aig Alba 
ri tràillealachd � alach fo 
sgàile na h-inbhe uaisleachd 
a cheannaich beartas. Mar 

iomadach duine eile, tha 
amharas agam, bha mise air a 
bhith den bheachd gun robh 
Alba a’ sabaid an aghaidh 
tràillealachd agus bha e 
draghail, ach air leth feumail, 
fìrinn na cùise a chluinntinn.

‘S dòcha gur e an rud a 
bu sgreamhaile uile gu lèir 
mar a phàigh Riaghaltas na 
dùthcha seo fortan dhan 
luchd-gnothaich seo mar 
airgead-dìolaidh nuair a 
chur an lagh às, gu h-oi� geil 
co-dhiù, dhan chleachdadh 
aingidh às an robh iad mar-thà 
air uimhir a chosnadh. Cha bu 
bheag an t- iongnadh uimhir 
de nàire bhith air sliochd nan 
daoine sin is gun iarradh iad 
an � ìrinn � alach, agus abair 
adhbhar dhuinne an � ìrinn a 
chuimhneachadh.

David Hayman’s recent 
television series on Scotland’s 
shameful links with slav-
ery  was an excellent expose 
of how historical facts can be 
air-brushed from common 
knowledge and hidden behind 
images of charitable benevo-
lence. Proof that fake-news is 
not a new phenomenon.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@ obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

bull reversed back into the � eld on the le�  side 
of the road as we were driving up from Ford.

Being an unusual event in itself we were both 
relieved when the bull went back into the � eld 
and were laughing and talking about this as we 
slowly moved the car forward again.

At that stage, what I can only describe as a 
ghoul or phantom appeared in what I would 
describe as a mist cloud. � ere was not a great 
deal of mist around at the time but the detail in 
this apparition of what appeared to be an old 
mischievous man in spirit form was terrifying 

and sent shivers up both our spines and both 
of us screamed or exclaimed and were shaken 
a� er the incident. 

It is something I have never forgotten or 
experienced since.

Danny Aitken, Fort William.

Sunday service is welcome 
but new trains are needed
It took years to come, but at long last the peo-
ple of Lochaber are getting a second Sunday 
service to and from Mallaig to Glasgow Queen 
Street, courtesy of ScotRail, bringing us into 
line with Oban, which has enjoyed Sunday 
services for years.

Let us hope the next phase for Lochaber is 
new or refurbished coaches to replace the 
almost 40-year-old, run-into-the-ground ice 
boxes the travelling public and the onboard 
sta�  have su� ered.

� ey call it one of the world’s most scenic 
journeys on the West Highland Line. So  
ScotRail, let your passengers travel on trains 
worthy of the name.

Joe Wilson, Spean Bridge.

Who is responsible for 
recycling of glass bottles?
Rather than expressing shock at seeing empty 
glass bottles in a car park in Oban, would it 
not be better to address the root of the prob-
lem? We are all consumers.

I have yet to meet anyone expressing the 
same shock or taking photographs when the 
same bottles are standing in their serried 
ranks on shops shelves. Why is this so?

Across our nation, manufacturers refuse to 
take responsibility for the millions of bottles 
they produce every week and wholesale dis-
tributors and retailers generally do not care 
what happens to the bottles once they leave 
their premises.

So whose responsibility should it be to ensure 
the e�  cient return of glass to be used again? 
� e civic act of depositing a bottle or jar in a 
glass bank can only be the start of the process 
or reusing a material which would otherwise 
languish in a land� ll site.

I place the responsibility squarely on the 
shoulders of decision-makers in high places 
to ensure e�  cient recycling and reuse rather 
than limiting it to those who actually go our 
of their way to do the decent thing with the 
planet’s � nite resources.

Julian Senior, Arinagour, Isle of Coll.

This week’s was sent in by Paul Watson 
who said: ‘I saw the lovely picture in 
The Oban Times of the Polnish Chapel 
[November 1]. I was out and stopped at 
picturesque Glen� nnan.’

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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DISTRICT NEWS
LOCHNELL

Footsure islanders and visitors on 
Mull took to the dance � oor to 
raise more than £2,000 for a cancer 
charity.

Two ceilidh line dances in 
Bunessan and Tobermory, organ-
ised by Richard Pendlebury, raised 
£2,600.05 for Marie Curie.

Mr Pendlebury, from Dervaig, 
said: ‘� e � rst one took place in 
Bunessan where 57 islanders, 
young and old, came and had the 
most happy if exhausting night 
of partying and dancing. Former 
members of the Manchester Prairie 
Dogs joined the dancers and gave 
two fabulous demonstrations of 
fast and technically complicated 
footwork much to everyone’s 
delight and appreciation.’

Mr Pendlebury used to dance 

with the Manchester Prairie Dogs 
when he lived in England and had 
invited his friends up to visit.

Money was also raised with a 
ra�  e of three hampers put together 
with items generously donated from 
businesses and supporters across 
Mull.

� e second dance at Tobermory’s 
Aros Hall turned into even more 
of a party night when just married 
couple Andrew and Gerlita Fuller 
joined in the fun, bringing along 
their wedding guests too.

‘How cool is that!’ said Mr 
Pendlebury.

MULL

Parent council volunteers helped raise £724. 17_T46_LochnellFundraiser03

These ladies enjoyed the baking.  17_T46_LochnellFundraiser04Primary 7 pupils ran stalls to raise funds. 17_T46_LochnellFundraiser02

The hall was packed for the event. 17_T46_LochnellFundraiser01

A co� ee morning 
organised by Lochnell 
Parent Council raised 
£724 for school trips and 
parties.

Parent council mem-
ber Marian Milarvie 
thanked everyone who 
volunteered to help and 
those who turned out to 
support the event.

Marian said: ‘We’d 
particularly like to 
thank the P7s who 
organised and ran the 
side stalls including 
lucky dip, lucky lollies 
and treasure map.

‘� ey gave up their 
Saturday morning to 
help raise a total of 
£724.50 which will be 
used for things like 
school trips, P7 leaving 
presents, the annual 
Hallowe’en party and 
Christmas gi� s via 
Santa.’

Mull dancers with newly-wed 
Andrew and Gerlita Fuller in the 
line-up at Tobermory.

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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Send us your district news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Oban is buzzing
� ere is a real buzz about Oban at the 
moment, and it is all down to the winter 
festival.

� e town centre was crammed at the 
weekend with people of all ages enjoying the 
splendid reindeer parade and switch-on of the 
Christmas lights.

As ever, I tip my tile to the good souls who 
work away behind the scenes to make sure 
these superb community events take place.

� e Oban Winter Festival is a brilliant 10 
days that sets us up for the festive season. 
� ere are numerous events, including those 
already mentioned, as well as late-night 
shopping, exhibitions, arts and cra�  fairs and 
many more.

� e programme continues for a few more 
days, with the climax being � e Big Racket, 
another great parade led by Oban High 
School Pipe Band this Sunday.

� e procession leaves the Corran Halls 
at 5pm arriving at the distillery about 10 
minutes later, a� er which there will be all 
kinds of treats including live music, ceilidh 
dancing and an indoor food market where 
you can ‘singalong as you have a Pimms or 
hot toddie’.

� ere are many other activities on Sunday 
but the biggest attraction will be the � reworks 
display from McCaig’s Tower at 7pm.

It promises to be an explosive crescendo 
to a wonderful 10 days. Make sure you don’t 
miss it.

Well done
Many local people will be aware of Stephen 
Jones from Millpark, even if they don’t 
recognise the name.

He is the grand fellow who voluntarily 
maintains the verges between Oban and 
Dunbeg. 

Or did, until some lowlife scoundrel stole 
his tools.

But well done to the folk at Highland 
Fasteners who o� ered to replace them free 
of charge. Stephen is a reluctant local hero 
but I’m delighted he has had his equipment 
replaced. Let’s just hope the police catch the 
thief.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random
KILLIN

INVERARAY

TIREE

Villagers from all generations 
remembered the fallen last 
Sunday with a remembrance 
service in Taynuilt.

� ere was a wreath laying 
ceremony at the village’s war 
memorial, before people made 
their way to the village hall 
for a ‘peace party’ with those 
attending needing a ration 
book ticket to enter.

� ere was a quiz, live music 
and entertainment, a tradition-
al soup and sandwich lunch as 
well as prizes for the best 1918 
costumes, with all proceeds 
going towards Erskine 
Veterans’ Hospital.

Organiser Isabel Blyth said: 
‘� e weather did not dampen 
the pipes played by Donald 
McNeill as he led the proces-
sion from the war memorial to 
the Taynuilt village hall for the 
peace party celebrations.

‘� e hall was � lled to capacity 
with free entry via ration book 
tickets that had been available 
from the local post o�  ce for 
weeks prior the event. It was 
great. All 100 tickets sold out, 

but such a shame we had to 
turn people away on the day as 
the hall restrictions wouldn’t 
allow us to exceed numbers.

‘� e 1918 food was perfect 
with delicious home-made 
soups, sandwiches and cakes  
and a super celebration cake 
made by Celia Keenan, the � rst 
slice being cut by Cathy Potter, 
aged 97. � ank you to everyone 
from Churches Together who 
organised and ran the event.  It 
was a humbling and joyous day 
with all generations coming 
together.’

Inveraray History Society’s 
secretary Sue Campbell was 
delighted to present a £1,100 cheque 
to Erskine Hospital on behalf of all 

society members. � e funds were 
raised at a performance of Home 
Fires Broken Sons by Taynuilt’s 
� ree Wee Crows theatre group.

Peace party rounds o�  
war commemoration

A ‘peace party’ took place in Taynuilt village hall. 

Sue Campbell with Erskine residents Jean Reilly and Lilias Holmes.

Armistice weekend was a busy 
a� air for Killin Community 
Choir.

On Saturday, the choir hosted 
a concert to mark the end of 
the Great War with songs and 
medleys from that time.

� ey were joined by members of 
Scottish Opera in Glasgow who 
gave outstanding performances.

Killin Primary School pupils  
sang and read poetry from the 
trenches, which moved some of 

the audience to tears, and the 
evening ended with a rendition of 
Highland Cathedral.

On Sunday, members of the 
choir attended the remembrance 
ceremony at the war memorial 
in Killin, a� er which they sang 
� e Green Fields of France for 
customers at the Capercaillie 
Restaurant. 

At 4pm they performed Faure’s 
Requiem in Killin Church for 
local residents.

Cathy Potter cuts the cake.

After the walk in the park a few weeks ago, the money raised 
was presented to the Scottish Charity Air Ambulance and Killin 
Hogmanay Fund.
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Environmentalists 
inspire at national 
park gathering
Toad patrols, wildlife blogs, beach 
cleaning and repairing mountain paths 
are just some of the events happening 
across Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park.

Communities from across Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs recently 
came together at the Communi-
ty Partnership’s annual event ‘A Green 
Revolution – building sustainable 
communities now’ in Arrochar to learn 
about and celebrate local people raising 
environmental awareness, promoting 
environmental conservation and 
making their community more sustain-
able. This year’s awards were presented 
in memory of two special people 
–  Celia Burn, Community Partnership 
and Kilmaronock Community Trust, and 
Liz Evans, Cormonochan Woodlands 
Association, Lochgoil, renowned for 
their personal contributions to rais-
ing environmental awareness and deep 
rooted community involvement.

Winning � rst place for the Celia Burn 
Community Environmentalist of the 
Year was the Scottish Wildlife Trust 
Callander Group, an inspirational 
community group doing outstanding 
work in environmental education and 
wildlife conservation. Receiving a 
highly commended award in the same 
category was Sheron Hambly, who 
has been instrumental in organising 
numerous litter clearing events around 
Lochgoil.

Joint � rst place award for the Liz Evans 
Young Environmentalist of the Year 
went to two young men in recognition 
of their contribution to environmental 
conservation. Aidan Cronin from 
Callander recently completed his 
junior ranger’s certi� cate and sits on 
the National Park Youth Forum. Struan 
Burch of Dunblane joined the Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs National 
Park volunteer programme to experi-
ence a gap year enjoying the outdoors.

A new photography competition, Park Focus, 
has been launched by Loch  Lomond and the 
Trossachs National Park Authority for young 
people aged eight to 26.

To celebrate the Year of Young People, the 
National Park Authority wants to � nd out 
how  young people experience the area and 
is asking them to share their photographs of 
the national park on social media or by email 
with a short description that explains the story 
behind the picture and what it means to them.

� is could be experiences of visiting, living, 
working or learning in the national park or a 
connection with the area. � ere are three age 
categories: eight-12, 13-17 and 18-26.

� ere are prizes on o� er within each age 
category - � rst prize: GoPro Action Camera 
and Columbia outdoor jacket; second prize: 
an adventure day at Forest Holidays Strathyre; 
and third prize: a family pass for four to Sealife 
Loch Lomond Aquarium (eight-12 and 13-17 
years) and a shark feeding experience for two 
at Sealife Loch Lomond Aquarium (18-26).

Gordon Watson, chief executive of Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 
Authority,  said: ‘We see this photo compe-
tition as a great opportunity to celebrate our 
young people and for them to show what the 
national park means to them.

‘We look forward to receiving their entries 
and hearing about the experiences young 
people have had of this unique and beautiful 
place.’

To enter the competition, share a photograph 
of the national park and what it means to 
you on Instagram, Facebook or Twitter and 
include the hashtags  #ParkFocus and your 
age category (#age8to12, #age13to17 or #age-
18to26) and tag the  National Park Authority 
(@lomondtrossachs).

For those too young to have a social me-
dia account, a parent or guardian can post the 
image on their behalf or entries can be emailed 
to digital@lochlomond-trossachs.org.

Entries must be posted on social media or 
received by email by 11.59pm on December 

Young people urged 
to put focus on park

The National Park Youth Committee will judge the entries.

31 and the winning images from each age cat-
egory will be announced by January 31  2019 
via the National Park Authority’s social media 
channels and featured on the  competition 
webpage and at Balmaha Visitor Centre.

Winners will be chosen for each age cat-
egory by Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National  Park Authority’s youth committee 
and a national park representative. � e youth 
committee is made up of 14 young people who 
live in or near the national park.

Further information about the competition 
and full terms and conditions can be found 
at https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/
parkfocus/

MONEY FOR 
YOUR CLOTHES

Weighed and paid at your front door
Clothes in good condition, no stains, no rags, 

no underwear, no wet clothes, 
and good quality shoes and bedding.

All areas covered.

Tel 07950452395

Weighed and paid at your front door

Why donate when you can be paid?
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
before hand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk 
Saturday November 24: 
Beinn Eunaich and Beinn a’ 
Chochuill, Dalmally 
A traverse over two Munros with 
close views of the Ben Cruachan 
Horseshoe and long views of
Loch Awe and rolling hills of Argyll 
to the south.

Start on the B8077 from the bridge 
over the Allt Mhoille at NN136288, 
where limited parking is available. 
More parking space is available at 
the junction of the A85 and B8077, 
½Km SW. Head N on the track on 
the E side of the river, forking NW at 
a junction before Castles Fm. Walk 
up the track for about ½km then 
climb steeply up the ridge of the 
spur of Stob Maol. There are some 
scrambling opportunities. 

Beyond Stob Maol, the angle 
decreases. Continue climbing the 
ridge which narrows, curving NE 
to the summit of Beinn Eunaich, 
989m. Descend W to a col then 
climb gradually up the long E ridge 
of Beinn a’ Chochuill to its summit, 
980m. Turn SSW and head down 
steeply to the Lairig Noe, 564m. 
Descend SE to reach the hydro track 
and follow it down to rejoin the 
outward track above Castles Fm.

Grade: S; distance: 14km; height to 
climb: 1242m; map(s): LR50, EX377. 
Meet at Longsdale car park, Oban, 
at 8.50am or Glencoe village car 
park at 8.30am, for start of walk at 
10am. Leader: Andrew Gilbert 07808 
924722.
Thursday November 29: 
Beinn a’ Chrulaiste and Meall 
Bhalach, Glen Coe
This popular hill is isolated from, 
but a� ords remarkable views of its 
neighbours, especially of
Buachaille Etive Mor. On this 
occasion, the ascent is by its E ridge. 

As a result of continuing works at 

Kings House, start from the Glencoe 
SC, NN266525, where ample parking 
and refreshments are available. 
Head N on the minor road to cross 
the A82 and follow the WHW to 
Kings House. Cross the river and turn 
E on a track to the bridge over the 
Allt a’ Bhalaich.

Follow this burn N on its W side up 
to the 400m contour. Turn W and 
climb the rough and rocky ridge to 
the summit of Beinn a’ Chrulaiste, 
857m. Turn N and follow the ridge, 
curving E down to a broad col at 
629m, then continue E up to the 
summit of Meall Bhalach, 708m. 
Continue SE to its other summit at 
705m. Turn SSW, descend the steep 
slope directly to Kings House and 
return to the SC.

Grade: M+; distance: 14km; height 
to climb: 834m; map(s): LR41, EX384. 
Meet at Glencoe village car park 
at 8.35am, for start of walk at 9am. 
Leader: Helen Critchley Ian Moir 
07973 836498.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would like 
to go out on the walk please contact 
club secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday November 25: 
Am Bodach, Sron Gharbh and A’ 
Chailleach, Glen Coe
Start at the parking at the foot of Am 
Bodach and head up the steep ridge 
as for the Aonach Eagach. 

From the summit of Am Bodach 
descend NE then follow the ridge 
over to Sron Garbh. Continue SE 
around the rim of the corrie then 
NE again up to the 903m summit 
of A’ Chailleach. Descend the broad 
ridge SE to a low point at the back 
of a S facing corrie at NN195578 
then follow the E side of this corrie 
curving SW down to meet the old 
road. Cross the river near the large 
cairn to the car park.

If the river is in spate descent can 
be made E to Stob Mhic Mhartuin 
and the Devil’s staircase down to the 
road at Altnafeadh.

(8km, 990m ascent) Suggested by 
Gavin Theobald; co-ordinated by 
Ken Stevenson.

CalMac encourages new awareness of wildlife
Volunteers on CalMac ferries 
spotted more than 500 marine 
mammals across the west coast 
as part of the company’s marine 
awareness programme over the 
summer.

� e programme has involved 14 
conservation bodies which have 
partnered with CalMac to gather 
vital scienti� c data and to educate 
passengers more about the envi-
ronment they are travelling in.

A team of more than 60 wildlife 
enthusiasts compiled the survey 
results that tracked di� erent spe-
cies on di� erent routes as part of 
the programme.

� ey were supervised by resident 
ORCA wildlife o�  cer Andy 
Gilbert, who was taken on this 
year to increase understanding of 
the wealth of biodiversity that ex-
ists in CalMac’s area of operations.

‘Our marine awareness pro-
gramme focuses on increasing 
awareness of wildlife in our 
network by gathering scienti� c 

data, facilitating conservation 
and engaging with the public, 
and Andy has been central to this 
over the past few months,’ said 
CalMac’s environmental manager 
Klare Chamberlain.

As well as training survey 
volunteers, during his time with 
CalMac he has engaged with more 
than 2,200 people on board during 
45 trips, explaining about nature 
on the islands and demonstrating 
techniques to � nd wildlife.

‘Wildlife tourism is growing 
on a global and local scale and 
now accounts for a signi� cant 
amount of the total spend across 
the tourism sector in Scotland. 
Scottish Natural Heritage research 
suggests that we sail in one of the 
most attractive eco-tourism desti-
nations in the world,’ said Klare.

It is estimated CalMac’s area of 
operations contains as much as 
6,500 di� erent species of plants 
and animals.

‘As well as having a duty to help 

protect this environment by gath-
ering as much data as we can, we 
can also play a role in promoting 
the wealth of wildlife we have in 
our area as a way of helping to sus-
tain and grow island economies.’

CalMac is considering expand-
ing the wildlife o�  cer programme 
next summer and the marine 
awareness surveys will kick o�  
again in April.

‘We are exploring a number of 
options to expand the wildlife of-
� cer programme next year, which 
may include information sessions 
on board and extra services on 
some of our most biodiverse 
routes,’ added Klare.

� e survey information is 
compiled for ORCA, a UK whale 
and dolphin conservation char-
ity dedicated to their long-term 
protection. 

Marine bird surveys co-or-
dinated by the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee are due 
to start in early 2019.

Wildlife o�  cer Andy Gilbert on the lookout for marine life in the Minch.
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SUMMIT GOOD 
THIS CHRISTMAS

Santa
RECOMMENDS

Making more than one person happy this 
Christmas by shopping local.

When you buy from a small business, not only 
do you treat yourself, or someone close to you, 

but you put a smile on a familiar face too.
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Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special 
festive message and send or hand in to:-

OBAN TIMES, LOCHAVULLIN IND EST, OBAN TEL: 01631 568000
OBAN TIMES, 22 HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM TEL: 01397 703003

ONLY £20 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number

Deadline Friday 7th December. To appear Thursday 13th December

20 words maximum  PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME .......................................................................................
ADDRESS .................................................................................
...................................................................................................
.......................................... Tel ...................................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 13th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £20
B

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

C

John and Jane 
Smith, Oban

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

MESSAGE 20 words maximum

ST ANDREW’S 
DAY EVENTS

FRIDAY 23RD
MOSSFIELD IGLOO DISCO DOME 7pm

SATURDAY 24TH
TARTAN DASH - Ganavan 9.30am

HAGGIS HURLING - Shinty pitch, Ganavan 10-12noon
MOSSFIELD LIVE MUSIC DISCO NIGHT - 6pm
ANNUAL ST ANDREWS PIPE BAND CEILIDH 

Argyllshire Gathering Halls 7pm

SUNDAY 25TH
SNOW BOARD SIMULATOR - Station square 11am - 3pm

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL HAGGISFEST
Public tasting and voting from 1pm-3pm Admission £2

WEST COAST WHISKY FESTIVAL
Oban Distillery 1pm-3pm Classic malt whisky and cheese tasting

FINALE THE BIG RACKET
Starts 5pm from Corran Halls, Fireworks at 7pm

AND MUCH MORE....
see www.obanwinterfestival.com for more

WWW.OBANWINTERFESTIVAL.COM
@OBANWINTERFEST



FARMING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.
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Around the markets
Dalmally – United Auctions held their 
end of season sale of all classes lambs 
and sheep at Dalmally Auction Mart 
on Friday November 16. 
Principal lots and prices.
Top prices per head.
Lambs.
SUFFx: £50.50 – Ardchatten HF
TEXx: £68.00 – Tiretigan : £59.00 – 
Ardchatten HF : £55.00 – Tiretigan : 
£50.00 – Ardchatten HF.
CHEV: £42.00 – Maam Farm.
MULE: £45.00 – Birch� eld.
BF: £50.00 – Waterland : £48.00 – 
Invernahyle : £45.00 – Ardchatten HF : 
£44.00 – Glenfeochan Estate.
Ewes.
TEX: £47.00 – Lephinkill Farm.
MULE: £37.00 – Drimnin Estate.
BF: £31.00 and £28.00 – Simec 
Lochaber.
Top prices per kilo
Lambs.
SUFFx: 160p – Ardchatten HF
TEXx: 153p – Drimnin Estate : 153p 
– Tiretigan Farm : 151p – Tiretigan 
Farm.
CHEV: 131p – Maam Farm.
MULE: 141p – Birch� eld : 138p – Simec 
Lochaber : 133p – Couston Farm.
BF: 141p – Glenfeochan Estate : 
141p – Maam Farm : 135p and 125p – 
Invernahyle : 125p – Ardchatten HF.

Lochboisdale – On Monday November 
12, United Auctions held their annual 
November sale of 438 all classes cattle. 
Bullocks levelled out at £703.27 or 216 
pence per kilo, up £10 per head or 5 
pence per kilo. Heifers averaged £583 
or 194 pence per kilo, down £27 per 
head or 18 pence per kilo.
Principal lots and prices.
Top prices per head.
Bullocks.
AAx: £930 – 3 Howbeg : £870 – 17 
Ormiclate : £860 – 1 Frobost : £840 – 7 
Eoligarry, Barra : £830 – 15 Borinish : 
£830 – 1 Ormiclate : £820 – 6 Ormiclate 
: £805 – 99 Carnan.
BRBx: £900 – 103 Carnan.
BAx: £820 – 6 Dunganichy.
CHARx: £1100 – 136 Stilligarry : 
£880 – 12 East Gerinish : £805 – 93/96 
Bualadubh.
LIMx: £1210 – 11 Howmore : £1155 
– 103 Carnan : £1135 – 11 Howmore 

: £980 – 100 Carnan : £970 – 103 
Carnan : £960 – 101 Carnan : £940 – 11 
Howmore : £940 – 103 Carnan : £925 – 
5 Frobost : £915 – 3 Milton : £910 – 101 
Carnan : £890 – 103 Carnan : £880 – 
101 Carnan : £870 – 1 Ormiclate : £855 
– 103 Carnan : £850 – 92 Bualadubh : 
£850 – 9 Milton.
SALx: £670 – 6 Dunganichy.
SHx: £755 – 21 Grenitote (North Uist).
SIMx: £1015 – 261 Daliburgh.
Heifers
AAx: £780 – 1 Frobost.
BRBx: £910 and £810 – 88 Bualadubh.
CHARx: £670 – 61 Bualuchrach.
LIMx: £1110 – Old Inn (North Uist) : 
£1000 – 9 Milton : £900 and £890 – 103 
Carnan : £855 – 7 Frobost : £850 – 100 
Carnan : £830 – 101 Carnan.
SIMx: £740 – 342 North Boisdale.
Top prices per kilo
Bullocks.
AAx: 229p(3), 228p(4) and 225p(2) – 19 
Baleshare (North Uist).
BRBx: 261p – 103 Carnan.
BAx: 269p(3) – 6 Dunganichy.
CHARx: 242p(2) – 43 Linique : 235p – 
12 East Gerinish.
LIMx: 290p – 3 Milton : 287p(2) – 5 
Frobost : 274p and 272p – 11 Ormiclate 
: 272p – 5 Frobost : 270p(2) – 20 West 
Gerinish : 269p – 6 Dunganichy : 
258p – 11 Ormiclate : 256p – Aird Illery 
(North Uist) : 255p(2) – 108 Upper 
Borve (Barra) : 253p(2) – 1 Stilligarry 
: 251p(2) – Aird Illery (North Uist) : 
250p – 5 Dunmore : 250p – Aird Illery 
(North Uist) : 247p – 12 Ormiclate : 
245p – Aird Illery (North Uist) : 245p 
– 3 Ormiclate : 244p – 6 Dunganichy 
: 244p(2) – 5 Frobost : 240p – 117 
Craigston, Barra.
SALx: 252p – 6 Dunganichy.
SHx: 252p(2) – 1 Drimisdale : 243p 
– 21 Grenitote (North Uist) : 240p – 1 
Drimisdale.
Heifers.
AAx: 250p and 244p – 19 Baleshare 
(North Uist).
BAx: 248p(2) – 6 Dunganichy.
LIMx: 252p – 19 West Gerinish : 252p 
– 101 Carnan : 245p – 11 Ormiclate : 
243p – 6 West
Gerinish : 240p(2) – 5 Frobost.
SHx:
236p – 12 Ormiclate.
SIMx:

235p – 85 Borve, Barra.
INCALF COWS
£1150, £1080(2), £920 – 19 Baleshare 
(North Uist) : £920 – 11 Ormiclate : 
£980 – Druim
Torrach (North Uist).
OTM COWS
£1185 – Old Inn (North Uist) : £1095 
– 1 Stilligary : £920 – 265 Daliburgh : 
£910 – Old Inn
(North Uist).
PRICES PER KILO
206p – Old Inn (North Uist) : 138p – 
Aird Illery (North Uist) : 125p – Druim 
Torrach (North
Uist).

Lochboisdale – On Tuesday November 
13 United Auctions concluded their 
sales at Lochboisdale Auction Mart 
for 2018 with a sale of 1028 Lambs and 
Sheep. Lambs averaged £36.06 (no 
change). 
Principal lots and prices.
Lambs.
SUFFx: £64.50 – 6 Rhughasinish : 
£54.50 – 7 Middlequarter (North Uist) 
: £53.50 – 18 Illery (North Uist) : £53.50 
– 15 Tigharry : £52.50 (North Uist) – 
Truimsgarry (North Uist) : £50.50 – 3 
Kilaulay : £50.50 – 6 Rhughasinish.
TEXx: £55.50 – 340 North Boisdale : 
£53.50 – 18 West Gerinish : £52.50 – 83 
Borve, Barra : £52.50 – 2 Sollas (North 
Uist) : £51.50 – 2/3 Airidhmhuillin.
CROSS: £57.50 – 6 Drimisdale : £52.50 
and £51.50 – 1 Howbeg : £51.50 – 7 
Middlequarter : £50.50 – 1 Howbeg.
BF: £64.00 – 7 Middlequarter : £50.50 – 
Aird Illery (North Uist).
CHEV: £63.50 – 14 Baleshare (North 
Uist) : £59.00 – Lochbee Cottage.
Ewes.
SUFFx: £64.50 – 2 Claddach (North 
Uist).
HB: £44.50 – 5 Howmore.
CHEV: £65.50 – 56 Tangasdale, Barra 
: £53.50 – 6 Dunganichy : £44.50 – 14 
Baleshare.
CROSS: £62.50 – 17 Torlum.
BF: £50.00, £48.00 and £46.00 – 9 
Gearradubh.
Wedders.
SUFFx: £67.50 – 7 Middlequarter.
CROSS: £55.50 – 17 Torlum.
BF: £49.50 – 17 Carinish (North Uist).

How’s Your Silage?
Getting the best out of what you’ve got

Thursday 29th November, 10.30am–3pm
Salen Hotel, Isle of Mull

A practical day looking at the importance of silage analysis:
understanding dry matter, intake, nutritional needs and building a diet. 

How to make best use of home-grown forage and save on inputs.
Bring along your silage and silage analysis for discussion.

With Robert Gilchrist,  Farm Pro� t Programme Advisor and livestock consultant 
and Hugh MacPhail of Callachally Farm.

FREE OF CHARGE TO FARMERS AND LAND MANAGERS 
Booking is required. Call Lyn on 07899 791 748 or email lwhite@soilassociation.org

Mull event 
will focus on 
good silage
With the prospect of a crisis 
in winter fodder already 
a� ecting many farmers, the 
Soil Association Scotland is 
inviting land managers to an 
event on Mull looking at the 
importance of silage.

Sheep and arable farmer 
Duncan McEwen, of 
Arnprior Farm near Stirling, 
said: ‘Growing good silage is 
a huge cost bene� t. With the 
silage we make now, we’re 
feeding the same amount of 
concentrates with 1,200 sheep 
as we were with 350, when we 
used to feed them hay.

‘� ere’s no secret to it: good 
grass seed mixes – we use a 
clover mix – wilting it prop-
erly, and we cut it every 35 to 
40 days before it goes to head 
to get the highest energy and 
protein for the ewes.’

Store producer Steven Wylie 
of Swartland Farm in Orkney 
makes the right type of silage 
(lower protein), for his sys-
tem, to avoid cows producing 
too-big calves. As an organic 
farmer, he avoids feed where 

Duncan McEwen: ‘Growing good silage is a huge cost 
bene� t.’

he can, as it is expensive.
‘� e cost of ploughing and 

reseeding for silage is o� set 
against nitrogen fertiliser,’ he 
says. ‘� e year before I went 
organic, I spent £8,000 on 
fertiliser. � e following year 
I spent none on fertiliser but 
£4,000 on grass seed mixes 
instead and I’ve since in-
creased my store calf number 
from 30 to 50.

‘I use a � ve-year rotation: 
planting barley in year one 

then grass and undersowing 
with oats in year two. � en I 
get two years of silage and one 
of grazing. I don’t buy in any 
feed. I’ve got an abundance 
of grass this year and might 
even be able to sell some.’

Hear silage expert Robert 
Gilchrist on  � ursday 
Novem ber 29 from 10.30am 
to 3.30pm at the Salen Hotel, 
Mull. � e event is free and 
includes lunch. To book, call 
Lyn on 07899 791748.

Su� olk 
and Blue 
Leicester 

tups for sale, 
bred 

in Argyll.
Telephone 

01852 
500276 
evening
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P E R S O N A L  F I N A N C I A L  
H E A LT H  C H E C K

We specialise in providing face-to-face wealth management advice that is personally tailored 
to reflect your individual circumstances, building a long-term and trusted relationship. 
Together, we create realistic and effective working plans, providing you with a clear direction 
towards meeting your financial goals. This includes clarifying your objectives and researching 
all the options available to you.

We have the experience to help you successfully secure and enhance your financial future by 
offering specialist advice in a wide range of areas, including investment, retirement, and tax 
and estate planning.

Contact us for further information.

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management 
plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct  
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth 
management products and services, more details of which are set out on 
the Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ 
is the marketing term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

H2SJP30406 10/18

ARGYLL WEALTH CONSULTANTS LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

T: 01546 600029  |  M: 07793 810749 
E: russell.anderson@sjpp.co.uk  |  W: www.sjpp.co.uk/argyll

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ

YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

Youngsters on Mull and Iona are be-
ing treated to special performances 
by Barrowland Ballet dance com-
pany as part of a � eatre in Schools 
Scotland tour.

Today, � ursday November 22, the 
performance will be in Tobermory 
High School, with two performances 
for Tobermory primary and pre-
� ves, Lochdonhead primary, Ulva 
primary, Dervaig primary and Salen 
pre-� ves and primary, including the 
Gaelic Medium unit.

Tomorrow (Friday November 23)   
the show will be at Bunessan Hall 
with performances for Bunessan pre-
� ves and primary and Iona primary.

Poggle tells the story of Vince who 
wants to explore the forest but is too 
scared to go on his own - until he 
meets Poggle. 

� is acclaimed, colourful perfor-

mance for younger children has live 
music, clapping rhythms and bubble 
popping throughout.

Barrowland Ballet is one of 
Scotland’s most exciting and success-
ful contemporary dance companies, 
based in the east end of Glasgow. 

Poggle has toured to festivals 
throughout the world.

Presented by National � eatre of 
Scotland and Imaginate, in partner-
ship with Catherine Wheels � eatre 
Company, Starcatchers and Visible 
Fictions, the touring programme 
creates opportunities for Scotland’s 
schools to host performances in their 

school halls and local communities. 
� e current shows are sponsored 
by � e Scottish Salmon Company 
and Culture and Business Fund 
Scotland, supported by Comar (Mull 
� eatre) and � e Touring Network 
(Highlands and Islands).

Alasdair McCrone, director of 
Comar, said: ‘Comar/Mull � eatre is 
delighted to again be involved with 
� eatre in Schools Scotland and to 
give � nancial and practical support 
to help bring two wonderful shows to 
our islands.

‘Mull and Iona present geograph-
ical and logistical challenges to 
touring theatre for schools but we 
share an ambition to give all school 
pupils access to exceptional cultural 
experiences so, working together, 
we’re delighted to help make this 
happen.’

Island youngsters go to ballet
Poggle will be staged at 
Tobermory High School today, 
Thursday November 22, and 
Bunessan Hall tomorrow.

Answer .....................................................................................................................................................
Name ........................................................................................................................................................
Address ....................................................................................................................................................
Postcode ..................................................................................................................................................
Telephone...................................................Email......................................................................................
T&Cs: Over 18s only. Winners will be selected at random after the closing date. The prize is not transferable or redeemable 
for cash equivalent. The Editor’s decision is final. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. The competition is not open 
to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by printing this 
page and submitting their entry accompanied by a letter explaining that you are a digital subscriber. We will protect your 
personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/disposed 
immediately upon the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details will 
not be used for any other activity’.

The Oban Times has teamed 
up with Hipsway to o� er one 
lucky reader a pair of tickets 
to the long awaited “Smoke 
& Dreams” Tour coming 
to Oban Corran Halls on 
Saturday 15th December. 

“Who wants to see us play 
some new songs for the � rst 
time since 1989! Don’t worry, 
we’ll still be playing all the 
ones you want to hear too!”

For you chance to win 
simply answer the easy 

question, complete the 
coupon and post it to The 
Oban Times, HIPSWAY 
Competition, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
Entries must be submitted 
by Monday 3rd December.

QUESTION: What date is the Smoke & Dreams tour coming to Corran Halls?

WIN A PAIR 
OF TICKETS

For the long 
awaited show!
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Annual ceilidh

Christmas meal

Oban Pipe Band’s annual 
ceilidh and dance takes 
place this Saturday at the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls.

Doors open at 7.30pm and 
tickets are £7, with conces-
sions available for families.

Ceol an Aire and Oban Pipe 
Band will be playing. Scottish 
and Gaelic singing and 
highland dancing is also on 
the programme.

‘A successful night will go 
a long way towards helping 
the band buy equipment 
and travel to competitions 
throughout 2019,’ said 
Oban Pipe Band fundraising 
convener Alistair Dewar.

Oban Aglow International is 
inviting people to its festival 
meal on Friday November 30. 

The evening will take 
place in the Great Western 
Hotel, Corran Esplanade, 
and as well as good food will 
include fun, fellowship and 
an inspirational speaker – 
Reverend Scott Cameron. 

The one course meal with 
tea/co� ee and baking costs 
£12. If you would like to 
attend, please let Beryl know 
by November 26 – email 
dougcarmichael@talktalk.
net or call 01631 562915.

Music fans are being urged 
to vote for three  initiatives 
from around Oban and Mull 
shortlisted for this year’s 
prestigious MC ALBA Scots 
Trad Music Awards.

Taynuilt Ceilidhs, Mull 
Music Festival and music 
arranger Sileas Sinclair, who 
is from Connel and also 
conductor with Oban Gaelic 
Choir, are up for awards.

� e winners from 17 catego-
ries will be revealed at Perth 
Concert Hall on December 1. 
� e event will be broadcast 
live on BBC Alba, BBC Radio 
Scotland and globally on the 
internet.

Oban-raised singer Kim 
Carnie will be one of the 
presenters on the night. In 
the audience, hoping for an 
award, will be Moira and 
Sandy Dunlop who are part of 
Taynuilt Ceilidh’s organising 
committee.

� e family-friendly ceildihs, 

Hands up for trad – get 
your votes in quickly

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir and 
other performers at one 
of the village’s popular 
ceilidhs.

now in their 88th year which 
feature musicians, dancers 
and singers from near and 
far, have been nominated for 
Community Project of the 
Year.

� e tradition of Taynuilt 
Ceilidhs is kept going by a 
small band of volunteers and 
helpers including the village’s 
Gaelic choir.

Winter and summer month-

ly events in the village hall 
regularly attract from 30 to 60 
people including tourists and 
TV presenter Clive Anderson.

Money raised helps support 
15 music and cultural groups 
in the area including Oban 
High School Pipe Band 
and the Highlands and 
Islands Music and Dance 
Festival. � is year it has also 
been supporting Oban’s Dove 

hospice centre in Stevenson 
Street.

Its next event is the 
Christmas Ceilidh on 
Saturday December 15 
starting at 7pm with a special 
appearance from Bodach 
na Nollaig - the old man of 
Christmas.

‘We’re a wee home-made 
ceilidh with a long tradition. 
We’re honoured to be short-
listed in the awards,’ said Mrs 
Dunlop.

Donald Shaw and Karen 
Matheson of Capercaillie are 
just some of the young local 
musicians who have started 
on the Taynuilt stage.

Also shortlisted in the 
awards is Sileas Sinclair   for 

Composer of the Year and 
Mull Music Festival for 
Event of the Year. Tiree band 
Skerryvote’s latest album 
EVO is also up for an award.

To make your vote count 
go to surveymoney.co.uk/r/
Scotstrad2018. 

Voting closes on Friday 
November 23.

Stuart Fleming, PRS for 
Music Senior Manager, 
Scotland & Northern Ireland, 
said: ‘From the folk clubs 
bringing Scotland’s best live 
music acts to the stage, to 
the composers writing the 
music we all love to hear, 
it is great to see so much 
talent recognised by the MG 
ALBA Scots Trad Music 
Awards. Congratulations to 
all of those nominated. � ese 
shortlists showcase the truly 
excellent culture of Scotland’s 
traditional music scene, 
which continues to go from 
strength to strength.’

3 1  D E C E M B E R

Luxurious accommodation at the four-star  
Royal Hotel and Ugadale Hotel & Cottages

Delicious 3-course dinners at The Harbourview Grille  
or Kintyre Restaurant + Bar

Live music performances

DINNER - 7:30 PM | LIVE MUSIC - 9:30 PM

The Twisted Melons & Friends
HARBOURVIEW GRILLE

Cean Tir 
 (ROSS KENNEDY, FRANK ROCHFORD, JAMIE KENNEDY, AND ROSS CONNOR)

THE KINTYRE RESTAURANT + BAR

TO MAKE A ROOM OR DINNER RESERVATION,  
EMAIL RESERVATIONS@MACHDUNES.COM OR CALL 01586 810 019

MACHRIHANISH DUNES
C E L E B R A T E  H O G M A N A Y  A T
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Highlanders 
appeal for new 
members
One of Glasgow’s longest 
established associations, 
the Clydebank and District 
Highland Association, is 
on the look out for new 
members and attendees as it 
approaches its centenary year 
in three years.

I o� en write about the 
Clydebank Ceilidhs, which 
take place on the second 
Friday of every month from 
December to April, but have 
never written much about 
their wonderful history.

� e association was formed 
in 1921, three years a� er the 
end of the First World War, 
when men and women from 
the Highlands and Islands 
ventured south in search of 
work. 

One such man was John 
Shaw from Islay who found 
work as a plater in John 
Brown’s and whose grand-
daughter, Mairi Howieson, 
is the association’s secretary 

Rona Lightfoot is 
the subject of a BBC 
Alba documentary being 
screened soon by Ceòl ‘s 
Craic.

Rock� eld Centre 
welcomes Santa
Santa is visiting the 
Rock� eld Centre on Sunday 
November 25 as part of 
Oban’s Winter Festival. 

He will be � ying in on his 
sleigh to a special grotto 
between 1pm and 4pm.

An entry fee of £3 per 
child will include a gift and 
sticker from Santa. Other 
attractions include a sale 
of bric-a brac, teas, co� ees, 
festive treats, a Christmas 
colouring competition and 
a chance to win a framed 
picture of a Christmas Star 
Wars Lego � gure.

today. While the ceilidhs still 
attract reasonable audiences 
- the Erskine ceilidhs, for 
example, have raised £30,000 
for the charity over the years 

- I think it is so important 
that traditions such as the 
Clydebank Highlanders con-
tinue well into the future, so 
would encourage anyone to 
head along to the Napier Hall 
in Old Kilpatrick and check 
out the association’s next ce-
ilidh on Friday December 14.

BBC Alba screens 
Rona Lightfoot 
� lm
Ceòl ’s Craic’s popular Club 
Film is back, this time with 
a music documentary from 
BBC Alba charting the life 
of one of Gaeldom’s great 
characters – Rona Lightfoot.

� e revered singer, piper, 
storyteller and teacher from 
South Uist carries a treasure 
trove of folklore, music and 
song.

� ere are countless young 
singers and pipers who have 
bene� ted from Rona’s skill as 
a tutor and she continues to 
be a source of songs, wisdom 
and humour to Gaels all over 
the world.

� e � lm begins at 7.15pm 
and will be preceded by a 
learners’ Gaelic conver-
sation group with Janet 
Evans at 6.30pm. � e event 
takes place in the Centre 
for Contemporary Arts on 
Sauchiehall Street and ad-
mission is free.

Gathering season 
in full swing
� e Tiree Association’s  an-
nual concert and dance were 
roaring successes as was the 
traditional Saturday in the 
Park Bar with Gunna Sound 
entertaining the survivors 
from the previous evening.

As November pushes on, 
attention is turning to the 
Glasgow Skye Association’s 
annual gathering during 
the second weekend of 
December, details of which 
are in this week’s What’s On 
section.

Members and friends 
wishing to attend the annual 
dinner, traditionally the 
evening before the Gathering 
concert and dance, should 

contact the secretary Karen 
Campbell on 01786 832278, 
with their menu choices be-
fore Monday November 26.

What’s on
 � ursday November 22: 
Comunn-An-Taobh-an-Iar 
Haggis Supper, 7.30pm, 
Ellangowan Social Club.
 Friday November 23: 
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association Dinner Dance, 
7.30pm, Glynhill Hotel, 
Paisley.
 Saturday November 24: 
Uilleam Againne (Oor 
Wullie), Mitchell � eatre, 
11am.
 Saturday November 24: 
Glasgow Islay Association 
Quiz Night, 7.30pm, West 
of Scotland Cricket Club, 
Partick.
 � ursday December 6: 
Glasgow Skye Association 
Annual Dinner, Glasgow 
University Union.
 Friday December 7: 
Glasgow Skye Association 
Annual Concert and Dance,  
7.30pm, Glasgow University 
Union.

Christmas Fayre
Oban Congregational 
Church, at the top of 
Argyll Street, is holding a 
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 
November 24.

Attractions include 
Christmas gifts and crafts, 
cakes, marmalades, jams, a 
ra�  e, bottle stall and games. 

Tea, co� ee and home 
baking will also be on o� er. 

The event runs from 
10.30am till 2.30pm.

Donation at the door 
£3.50. All proceeds will go to 
church funds.

Want to win £50 in 
High street vouchers?
Join ACHA’s new 
Feedback Forum!

For more info go to www.acha.co.uk
Or contact communications@acha.co.uk
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 22 AN T-SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 22 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW:Eòrpa
21.00 Robert Mone – Saorsa Gu Siorraidh? 
(rpt)
22.00  An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
22.15  Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.30  Hitler v Churchill (rpt) 
23.15 ÙR | NEW:Belladrum highlights
23.30  Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt) 
 
DIHAOINE 23 AN T-SAMHAIN
FRIDAY 23 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.35    Machair (rpt)
19.00     An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.30 Cearcall (rpt)
20.00 Fonn mo Bheatha – Cairistiona 
Cheanadach (rpt)
20.30  Fuine S5 (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt) 
22.00 Trapped 9 (rpt)
22.50 Dhan Uisge (River Garry) (rpt)
23.00 Lorient is Alba: HEBCELT (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 24 AN 
T-SAMHAIN
SATURDAY 24 NOVEMBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
17.45    An Là – News
18.00  ÙR | NEW:Scottish Premiership – St 
Mirren v Heart of Midlothian 
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Ceathrar air a’ Chuiltheann (rpt)

21.00 Lorient is Alba: Tidelines (rpt)
22.00 Hitler v Churchill (rpt)
22.50 ÙR | NEW:Belladrum 2018 
Highlights
22.55 Scottish Premiership – St Mirren v 
Heart of Midlothian (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 25 AN 
T-SAMHAIN
SUNDAY 25 NOVEMBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.15 An Là – News
18.30 Seachd La – News 
Review   
19.30 Alleluia (rpt) 
20.00 Eòrpa (rpt)
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
21.00  Opry Dhoire (rpt)
22.00  Lorient is Alba: Tide Lines (rpt)
23.00 Trapped 9 (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (River Garry) (rpt)

DILUAIN 26 AN T-SAMHAIN
MONDAY 26 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Lot (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Puirt-adhair (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – Tha Aonranachd Gar 
Marbhadh (rpt)
22.00  ÙR | NEW:Ceòlmhor@ Piping Live!
22.30  Around Scotland: Hebrides (rpt)
23.25 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.40  Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 27 AN T-SAMHAIN
TUESDAY 27 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.40    An Là – News

18.50 ÙR | NEW:Women’s Rugby 
International – Scotland v Canada 
20.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Phil & Aly) (rpt) 
21.00 ÙR | NEW:Opry Dhoire 
22.00 Trusadh – Tha Aonranachd Gar 
Marbhadh (rpt)
23.00  Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
23.30  Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 28 AN T-SAMHAIN
WEDNESDAY 28 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Lot (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Phil & Aly) (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW:San Fhuil 
22.00 Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)
22.30 Ceòlmhor @ Piping Live! (rpt)
23.00 Robert Mone – Saorsa Gu Siorraidh? 
(rpt)

DIARDAOIN 29 AN T-SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 29 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW:Eòrpa
21.00 Peter Robin – Murtair Bitheanta 
(rpt)
21.50  Binneas – Na Trads – The Halton 
Quartet (rpt)
22.00  An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
22.15  Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt) 
22.30 Hitler & Churchill (rpt)
23.15  ÙR | NEW:Belladrum 2018 
Highlights  
23.30 Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)

Tobermory art gallery An Tobar is celebrating the arrival of two specially 
commissioned stained glass windows. 

The colourful additions are in place above the main entrance to the centre, 
welcoming visitors to the building in Argyll Terrace overlooking the bay. 

The weekend also saw the start of An Tobar’s annual open exhibition, which runs 

An Tobar welcomes stained
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WHAT’S ON IN OBAN

THURSDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church Hall
10am - 11.30am
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 23RD NOVEMBER
Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall. All Day
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Tartan Paint . Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm . Free Entry 
SATURDAY 24TH NOVEMBER  
Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall. All Day
parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban. 9.30am

Christmas Fayre 
Connel Village Hall. 12 noon
Rebel Writing Fair/ Books & Art
The Rock� eld Centre . 12 noon 
- 4.00pm
Wurdplay #4 / Rebel Voices Open 
Mic
The Rock� eld Centre . 8.00pm 
- 11.00pm 
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Danny Mooney. Open till 2am
Ceilidh Dance 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
7.30pm for 8.00pm 
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm . Free Entry 
SUNDAY 25TH NOVEMBER
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team

Win £20 bar voucher 
Santa’s Grotto 
The Rock� eld Centre . 1.00pm 
- 4.00pm
MONDAY 26TH NOVEMBER
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
WEDNESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER  
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Under The Skin Camera Club
The Rock� eld Centre. 6.30pm 
- 7.30pm 
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
The Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz. Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and  free pizza 
at half time

In partnership with Oban Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details.
To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA THIS WEEK
Tel: 01631 562905 or see
www.obanphoenix.com for more details

FRIDAY 23
13:15/16:15/19:15 FANTASTIC BEASTS;THE CRIMES OF 
GRINDWALD 12A
15:00 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
17:45 NAE PASARAN! 12A
20:00 WIDOWS 15

SATURDAY 24
11:30 KIDS CLUB: HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS PG
12:00/15:00/18:00 FANTASTIC BEASTS;THE CRIMES OF 
GRINDWALD 12A
13:30 FIRST MAN 12A
16:15 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
19:00 NAE PASARAN! 12A
21:00 WIDOWS 15
21:15 HUNTER KILLER 15

SUNDAY 25
11:00 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
11:00/14:00/17:00/19:15 FANTASTIC BEASTS;THE CRIMES OF 
GRINDWALD 12A
14:00 FIRST MAN 12A
17:00 NAE PASARAN! 12A
20:00 WIDOWS 15

MONDAY 26
13:15 FIRST MAN 12A
16:15 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
16:15/19:15 FANTASTIC BEASTS;THE CRIMES OF GRINDWALD 12A
19:15 WIDOWS 15

TUESDAY 27
13:15/16:30 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
16:15/19:15 FANTASTIC BEASTS;THE CRIMES OF GRINDWALD 12A 
19:15 WIDOWS 15

WEDNESDAY 28
14:00 NAE PASARAN! 12A
16:30 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
16:15/19:15 FANTASTIC BEASTS;THE CRIMES OF GRINDWALD 12A 
19:15 WIDOWS 15

THURSDAY 29
13:30 WIDOWS 15
16:15/19:15 FANTASTIC BEASTS;THE CRIMES OF GRINDWALD 12A 
16:30 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
19:00 THE KING & I: THE MUSICAL TBC

If we are able to get screen 2 up and running by Friday there will extra � lms that people can � nd on the 
website - www.obanphoenix.com

until Saturday December 22. This year’s exhibitions at An Tobar Gallery have all 
featured work by artists who use found materials. 

The ‘found’ theme is being followed for this latest exhibition, with artists and 
makers from Mull, Iona and wider Argyll invited to contribute work based on their 
discoveries.

An Tobar welcomes stained
glass 

visitors
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Magnificent Ballet West show  
Youngsters 
from Ballet 
West put on a 
magni�cent 
show on Friday 
November 
16 to open 
this year’s 
Oban Winter 
Festival. The 
programme 
included 
beginners to 
advanced level 
dancers. 
Photographs: 
Stephen Lawson.
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16

17

18 19 20

21 22

Across

7 Reluctant (6)

8 Scanty (6)

9 Shape of a bridge (4)

10 One with no speech or hearing (4-4)

11 Spread about (7)

13 Tap (5)

15 Strict (5)

16 Horrible (7)

18 Swirled (8)

19 Well-ventilated (4)

21 Digging for something (6)

22 First-born (6)

Down

1 Above (4)

2 Relating to principles of structure (13)

3 Earphones (7)

4 Sling mud at (5)

5 Bodies of land off the West Indies (6,7)

6 Judgmental (8)

12 Steersman (8)

14 Tremble (7)

17 Upper leg (5)

20 Wine choice (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16

17

18 19 20

21 22

Across

7 Reluctant (6)

8 Scanty (6)

9 Shape of a bridge (4)

10 One with no speech or hearing (4-4)

11 Spread about (7)

13 Tap (5)

15 Strict (5)

16 Horrible (7)

18 Swirled (8)

19 Well-ventilated (4)

21 Digging for something (6)

22 First-born (6)

Down

1 Above (4)

2 Relating to principles of structure (13)

3 Earphones (7)

4 Sling mud at (5)

5 Bodies of land off the West Indies (6,7)

6 Judgmental (8)

12 Steersman (8)

14 Tremble (7)

17 Upper leg (5)

20 Wine choice (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Your local radio listings
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast 
Show, 9.00 Monday Morning  with  Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds  on Monday, 17.00  
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20.00 John McLuckie’s Show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Station close 
down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast 
Show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday Morning, 
13.00 Macky on FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim 
Lynch, 19.00 Highest Praise - Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 22.00 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Break-
fast Show, 09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 
10.00  Comfort Zone, Doug Carmichael, 11.00 
Comfort Zone,12.00 Comfort Zone, 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell, 19.00 Country 
Meets Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 Country 
Meets Rock & Roll, 21.00 Gordon’s Grooves 
with Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with 
Andy and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 13.00 Molly’s Mix, 15.00 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 17.00 Drivetime  with Stephen 
McPhee, 18.00 Drivetime with Stephen 

McPhee, 19.00 Christines Collection, 20.00 
Christine’s CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00  Margo Till  Midnight, 11.00  Margo 
Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive Show with 
Jim Lynch, 17.30  Drive Show, 18.45 Sports 
View, 19.00 Country Meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20.00  Lewis Bingham, 21.00  
Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with 
Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    Saturday 
Morning, 12.00 Saturday  Morning Live with 
Linda Crowsher, 12.03   Sat Morning Live, 
12.05 Saturday Morning Live, 13.30 Clyde, 
18.00 Sports View - Dream Team, 19.00 
Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20.00 
Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning With 
Breege, 10.00 Sunday Morning, 11.00 Sunday 
Brunch With Archie, 12.00 Sunday Brunch, 
16.30 Archie Darling, 18.00 Ken’s Friends - 
Ken Hunter, 19.00 New Country Show - David 
Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Station Close Down

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times  Community Noticeboard please call 01631 568000

Competition remembers Donald John MacKay
Trustees of Urras Dhòmhnaill 
Iain – � e Donald John 
MacKay Educational Trust – 
have launched a competition 
to be held annually for the 
next 10 years.

� e competition, in mem-
ory of Donald John MacKay, 
formerly depute chairman 
of the trustees and project 
development manager at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, will 
mark the outstanding con-
tribution made by Donald 
John to Gaelic and industrial 
development throughout the 
Highlands and Islands.

� e competition is open to 
any student in Scotland, in 
full-time or part-time study, 
at further or higher education 
level, or working towards a 
doctorate.

Mr MacKay had a long 
association with the work of 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, Lèirsinn 
Research Centre, An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, of which he was 
the � rst director (1965-70), 
Comunn na Gàidhlig, British 
Alcan, the Harris Tweed 
Association, Highlands and 
Islands Development Board, 
and the Gaelic Society of 

Education trust 
launches contest

Donald John MacKay.

Inverness, as well as a range 
of other organisations.

� e competition will be 
administered by Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal (FnG) on behalf 
of the trust and all entries 
should contribute to the aims 
and objectives of the current 
National Gaelic Language 
Plan and align to the aims 
and objects of the trust.

Entries must be from 
individuals and will be 
judged by a panel including a 
representative of the MacKay 
family, one trustee, one 
representative of FnG and 
up to two other independent 

assessors to be invited by FnG 
and the trust.

� e winning entry will be 
published on the FnG website 
and a copy of all the winning 
entries will be retained in the 
FnG library for archive and 
research purposes.  � e trus-
tees and FnG will evaluate the 
winning entries to ascertain 
the possibility of further 
development.

Speaking on behalf of 
the trustees, Duncan 
MacQuarrie said: ‘� e main 
aims of the competition are 
to promote all aspects of 
Gaelic culture; to promote 
education in and through the 
Gaelic language; to promote 
the study, appreciation and 
use of the Gaelic language; 
to encourage young people 
to continue the seminal work 
of revival which Donald John 
MacKay inspired; to enable 
young people throughout 
the Highlands and Islands 
to develop entrepreneurial 
skills; to build community 
con� dence through strategic 
planning; and to facilitate 
social inclusion and lifelong 
learning. 

‘Donald John was a key 
� gure in many Gaelic-related 
developments in the 20th and 
21st centuries.

‘� is competition will ena-
ble young people to demon-
strate innovative ideas, 
fresh thinking and develop 
personal interests.’

Arthur Cormack, chief 
executive of Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal, added: ‘We are 
honoured to collaborate with 
the Donald John MacKay 
Educational Trust and will 
work to deliver an annual 
competition for Gaelic  stu-
dents throughout the 
UK  worthy of the memory 
of a key � gure in the devel-
opment of Gaelic and the 
Highlands and Islands.’

� e competition is now 
open and applications should 
be in by Friday November 30.

Speci� c examples of topics 
relating to industry/work 
areas on which entries for 
the competition could be 
based can be found online 
at www.feisean.org/en/djm/ 
along with the downloadable 
application form and other 
information.

Quiz fans enjoyed a great 
night out at the Corran Halls 
on Saturday, November 17, 
taking part in � e Big Quiz, 
with all money raised going 
to Tearfund.

� e local quiz, organised 
by Mary Black and members 
of Oban Baptist Church, was 
part of a live national quiz – 
the 156 people taking part in 
Oban brought the national 
total to 24, 117.

� e winning team was Agus 
Haggis, who also received 

the prize for cheesiest name, 
runners-up were the Free 
Kirkers, and the team with 
the best name were � e 
Amnesiacs.

� e grand total of £1,500 
was raised on the evening.

A number of local business-
es generously helped make 
the evening such a success 
by providing sandwiches and 
homebaking for the quizzers, 
quiz prizes, and items for the 
ra�  e. 

� ey included the Olive 

Garden, Booker Wholesale 
and Bridge Cafe, which do-
nated food for the quizzers; 
Helen and Russell Daniels, 
Amore Hairdressing, 
Specsavers, Oban Chocolate 
Company, � e Modern Cro� , 
Webster of Oban, and Grace 
Scott, who all donated ra�  e 
prizes; and Bid4Oban and 
Calmac who donated the 
prizes for the winners and 
runners up.

Mary Black said: ‘I’d also 
like to say a big thank you 

to the sta�  at the Corran 
Halls, who were excellent. 
We couldn’t have managed 
without them. 

‘And a big thank you to all 
the volunteers who helped me 
organise the night and those 
who helped on the evening, 
to Oban Winter Festival for 
putting us in the programme, 
and Oban FM. And thank 
you to the community who 
rose to the occasion, I’ve 
had good feedback from the 
town.’

Tearfund’s Big Quiz lives up to its name

CHRISTMAS TREE 
FESTIVAL

St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe
30th Nov & 2nd Dec, 1.30-
6pm, Dec 1st,  10am-6pm
Over 40 decorated trees!

Oban Community Singers  
2.30 & 3.30, Sat and Sun

Elf Hunt, Homebaking & Hot 
drinks

Entry by donation

Netherlorn Piping Society 
is holding a 

CLUB NIGHT
(Featuring talented local 

pipers)
on Thursday 29th 
November 2018

Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
7.30pm

Entry:  Adults:£3  
Children: Free

Oban Pipe Band
St Andrew’s Ceilidh Dance

Oban Pipe Band, Mary Catherine MacNeil, Sileas Sinclair, Angus 
MacColl, Sinclair School of Dance and Gregor MacDonald

Music for the dance will be 
provided by Ceol An Aire

Saturday 24th November 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls

7.30pm for an 8.00pm. Tickets £7
Tickets available from Oban Music and Books, Argyll Square.
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THE ONLY GAELIC MEDIUM DEGREE PROGRAMME THAT 
ALLOWS TRADITIONAL MUSICIANS TO STUDY THE MUSIC 
HISTORY AND TRADITIONS OF THE GÀIDHEALTACHD

ONE TO ONE AND GROUP-WORK CLASSES WITH 
LEADING MUSICIANS AND SCHOLARS

RESEARCH IN A WIDE VARIETY OF SUBJECTS WHICH ARE 
VITAL TO WORKING IN THE MUSIC INDUSTRY

STUDENTS PERFORM REGULARLY ON TOURS AND AT 
MAJOR FESTIVALS

OPPERTUNITY TO SPEND A SEMESTER STUDYING MUSIC 
IN IRELAND OF CANADA IN YEAR 4

GÀIDHLIG AGUS
CEÒL TRAIDISEANTA

BA (LE URRAM)

Awards have rewards for hitting the high notes

Sileas Sinclair will be vying for the Composer of the Year award.
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� e Scots Trad Music Awards celebrate 
Scotland’s traditional music in all its forms 
and create a high pro� le opportunity to bring 
the music and music industry into the spot-
light of media and public attention. 

� is year’s staple, in the traditional music 
calendar, features an astounding 17 categories, 
where winners will be revealed exclusively to 
a live audience of music fans and industry at 
Perth Concert Hall on Saturday December 1. 

� e event will be broadcast live on BBC Alba, 
BBC Radio Scotland and globally through the 
BBC Alba website and will be presented by 
Mary Ann Kennedy and Kim Carnie.

 Among this year’s shortlists are local artists 
and attractions, including Sileas Sinclair, who 
will be running for Composer of the Year 
sponsored by PRS for Music; Taynuilt Ceilidhs, 

running for Community Project of the Year 
sponsored by Gordon Duncan Memorial 
Trust; and Mull Music Festival, up for Event 
of the Year sponsored by VisitScotland. 

Murdo MacSween, communications man-
ager for the event’s title sponsor, MG Alba, 
said: ‘We at MG Alba are immensely proud to 
support Scotland’s world-class musical talent 
and we’re delighted to give the MG Alba Scots 
Trad Music Awards a global platform through 
our online stream on the BBC iPlayer.’

Alan Morrison, head of music at Creative 
Scotland, said: ‘From the standard-bearers 
who keep our traditions alive to the grassroots 
organisations who inspire communities 
across all of Scotland, from the international 
stars of today to the emerging stars of tomor-
row, there’s nothing quite like Na Trads when 

it comes to celebrating the sheer depth and 
breadth of our folk heritage. 

‘Scotland’s music � ows through the heart 
of our culture, and the very best of it is on 
display in every one of these categories. 
Congratulations to all of the nominees and 
also to sector champions Hands Up for Trad, 
whom Creative Scotland is proud to support 
as a regularly-funded organisation.’

Provost of Perth and Kinross Dennis Melloy 
said: ‘As someone who has enjoyed and sup-
ported Scottish traditional music most of my 
adult life, I am very much looking forward to 
welcoming the � nalists of the 2018 MG Alba 
Scots Trad Music Awards. 

‘� e shortlist for this event is fantastic and I 
am sure we are all in for a treat.

‘� ese awards feature leading Scottish musi-

cians and singers. Known as the folk Oscars, 
they are returning to Perth once again to put 
traditional Scottish music – including Gaelic 
song, folk, Scottish dance music and pipe 
bands - into the spotlight.’

Stuart Fleming, PRS for music senior 
manager, Scotland and Northern Ireland, 
added: ‘From the folk clubs bringing some 
of Scotland’s best live music acts to the stage, 
to the composers writing the music we all 
love to hear, it is great to see so much talent 
recognised by the MG Alba Scots Trad Music 
Awards. 

‘Congratulations to all of those nominated 
– these shortlists showcase the truly excellent 
culture of Scotland’s traditional music scene, 
which continues to go from strength to 
strength.’

    facebook.com/bbcalba          @bbcalba 

Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

Oidhche còmhla ri Gaisgich Chiùil na h-Alba
Celebrate with the Stars

Na Trads 2018
BEÒ - Disathairne 1 Dùbhlachd 9f
LIVE - Saturday 1 December 9pm

bbc.co.uk/alba   bbc.co.uk/iplayer

Awards have rewards for hitting the high notes

Taynuilt Ceilidhs community project.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 22 November 201838 MOTORS

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 4 x 4 
pickups, must be good condition and reasonable 

mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT 
failures etc considered. Will collect. 

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 

and models considered. Also touring 
caravans and statics, instant decision, 

same day payment.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, including commercial 
vans, trucks, cars, motorhomes, 
caravans, touring caravans, any 

condition.

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED FOR CASH
All vehicles, all makes, all models wanted, 
MOT failures, any condition  non runners, 

Young or Old, prompt payment and 
collection. 

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 
free collection anywhere. Land Rover 

Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, 
Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land Cruiser, 
Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan 

Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, 
Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, 

etc. Single vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any 
age nearly new or old, any conditions from 
perfect to written o� , non runners, rotten, 

no MOT, high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best 

cash price guaranteed.

Tel 07709 086934

WALKER BAY FOLDING RIB 
3.1 metres with inbuilt 
wheels. Canfold � at 
for ease of trasport. 
Cosmetically 
challenged. With 
anchor and chain. 
Stable boat.

£365 ono

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

SWIFT CHALLENGER 530SE
2000, 4 berth, blown air 
CH, oven, � y screens and 
blinds, very comfortable 
and well � tted out 
van, carefully used and 
immaculate condition, Gas 
certi� cate 2018, chassis 
check and two new tyres 
2016, full awning and 
electric cable included.

£2,450ono.
01764 670579

or email: kareen@live.co.uk

on annual digital subscriptions
visit www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
O� er available from Thursday 22nd November to Wednesday 28th November 2018

Limited availability

SAVE 
50% Limited availability



S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702

S&S SERVICES

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF SCOTLAND FOR OVER 30 YEARS

S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017
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Mercedes-Benz Vans UK Ltd has been 
retained the coveted title of Most Reliable 
Manufacturer, with the Sprinter once 
again crowned Most Reliable Van at the 
FN50 Awards, as announced at the annual 
FN50 event hosted at the Park Plaza 
Westminster Bridge in London last night.

Sprinter has retained the Most Reliable 
Van award for the fourth consecutive year, 
and fi fth year in total since 2011 (2011, 
2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018).

To compile the awards, FN50 companies 
are asked to rank their vans in order of the 
best performing in terms of breakdowns 
and warranty claims and allocate points, 
which are then collated to create league 
tables.

Stephen Briers, Editor-in-Chief, Fleet 
News, explained: “The FN50 is responsible 
for funding more than 433,000 light 

commercial vehicles so the view of these 
major leasing companies about reliability 
is to be respected. The Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter tops the table for the fourth 
consecutive year, while Mercedes-Benz 
Vans has become the most reliable 
vanmaker, proving the overall quality of 
the brand. Reliability is crucial for fl eets 
looking to maximise uptime; it’s clear that 
Mercedes-Benz continues to offer them 
the best proposition.”

Steve Bridge, Managing Director, 
Mercedes-Benz Vans UK Ltd, added: 
“We are so proud that our vehicles deliver 
the promise we make to our customers; 
we work hard to keep their businesses 
moving, so to be acknowledged as the 
most reliable manufacturer and have the 
most reliable van proves that we deliver 
on that promise.”

DOUBLE HONOURS 
AT FN50 AWARDS FOR

MERCEDES-BENZ VANS
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*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 
With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. Subject to availability & status. T&Cs apply. Offers available when ordered by 2 January 2019 from participating retailers. Excludes SE Technology. Indemnities may be required. ^Service plan covers first two consecutive services limited to 1 x Oil and 1 x Oil 
and Inspection service. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost ŠKODA Financial Services.

Official fuel consumption for the ŠKODA KODIAQ range in mpg (litres/100km): Urban 31.0 (9.1) to 48.7 (5.8); Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4) to 61.4 (4.6); Combined 38.2 (7.4) to 56.5 (5.0). CO2 emissions for the ŠKODA KODIAQ 
range are 170 to 131 g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.

Images are for illustrative purposes only. Model shown is not UK specification and may include features or options which are not available in the UK.
West End Garage is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them.

West End Garage Dunfermline West End Garage Stirling West End Garage Edinburgh

01383 668 195
01786 235 238 0131 297 0739

www.westendskoda.com
www.westendskoda.com www.westendskoda.com

Unit 2 Halbeath Motor Park, Crossgates Road, Halbeath, 
Dunfermline KY11 7EG

Forthside Way, Stirling FK8 1QZ 4 Cultins Road, Sighthill, Edinburgh EH11 4DG

THE NEW ŠKODA KODIAQ GT: 
OFFICIAL WORLD PREMIERE AT AUTO GUANGZHOU 2018

•   ŠKODA Kodiaq GT spearheads 
ŠKODA’s SUV campaign in the 
Chinese market

•   Sporty SUV coupé is ŠKODA’s 
new fl agship exclusively for 
China

•   SUV campaign an important 
element of ŠKODA’s growth 
strategy in China

•  Four SUV models for China: 
Kodiaq GT, Kodiaq, Karoq and 
Kamiq

Mladá Boleslav/Guangzhou, 15 November 
2018 – The new ŠKODA Kodiaq GT will 
be presented to the public for the fi rst 
time at Auto Guangzhou in China (16-26 
November 2018). The Czech brand’s fi rst 
SUV coupé is the new standard bearer 
in China with its strong and dynamic 
appearance, state-of-the-art connectivity 
and innovative assistance systems. 
Exclusively for ŠKODA’s largest single 
market worldwide, the SUV range of the car 
manufacturer in China now includes four 
models – the Kodiaq GT, Kodiaq, Karoq 
and Kamiq. ŠKODA will be showcasing its 
range of models available in China at Auto 
Guangzhou.

The new ŠKODA Kodiaq GT is the highlight 
of this year’s Auto Guangzhou, one of the 
most important international auto shows 
in the world’s largest car market – China. 
Combining the robustness and versatility 
of an SUV with the sporty elegance and 
dynamism of a coupé, the new top model 
in ŠKODA’s SUV family in China appeals 
to lifestyle-oriented customers. The Kodiaq 

GT is ŠKODA’s fi rst production model to 
feature the brand logo in block capitals 
along the middle of the tailgate.

The front of the 4,634-millimetre ŠKODA 
Kodiaq GT features a black-framed grille 
with chromeplated double ribs. LED 
headlights as well as three-dimensional 
bumpers and large air intakes complete 
the powerful, sporty look. The roof line 
sloping behind the front doors merges 
into a fl at tailgate, creating a dynamic 
side view. The side skirts with matt black 
details emphasise the robustness of the 
SUV coupé. At the rear, sharply drawn LED 
taillights in ŠKODA’s characteristic design 
language feature captivating crystalline 
shapes. A fi ne refl ective tape runs down 
the loading sill across the entire width of the 
vehicle and, alongside the black diffuser, 
creates additional highlights.

The interior of the new ŠKODA Kodiaq GT 
is also sporty and stylish. It is characterised 
by high-quality materials and the fully 
customisable virtual cockpit, which comes 
as standard. As is typical for ŠKODA, there 

are also numerous practical ‘Simply Clever’ 
ideas. With Wi-Fi access and MirrorLink™, 
Apple CarPlay as well as Baidu’s Carlife, 
the Kodiaq GT is always online and at the 
cutting edge of connectivity. The range of 
drivetrains includes two effi cient engines: 
The 2.0 TSI with 186 hp which drives the 
front wheels and the 2.0 TSI with 220 hp 
which comes as standard with four-wheel 
drive and 7-speed DSG. Numerous 

assistance systems, including Blind Spot 
Detect, Front Radar Assistant and Adaptive 
Distance Assistant (ACC) with stop-and-go 
function, ensure maximum safety.

To fi nd out more and to test drive, contact 
West End Garage , Dunfermline 01383 668 
195, Stirling 01786 235 238 or Edinburgh 
0131 297 0739. 
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

ISLAY ESTATES COMPANY
HOTEL MANAGER REQUIRED

BRIDGEND HOTEL, ISLAY
To continue the progression and development 
of our Hotel situated in the heart of a vibrant 

Estate on Islay.
A vacancy has arisen for an experienced 

Hotel Manager to manage our 11 bedroom 
hotel, bar and restaurant.   

An honest,  friendly individual with a positive, 
resourceful attitude is essential.  

It is imperative to have the ability to lead and 
work as part of a team. 

An attractive remuneration package and 
house is available. 

Apply with CV and references to:
Gillian Bignal, Islay Estates Company, Estate 

Office, Bridgend, Isle of Islay, PA44 7PB
Tel: 01496810221

Mobile: 07747032360
Email: gillian@islayestates.com 

Closing date for applications 
28th November, 2018

Vacancies
Fixed Term Appointment – 1 Year – with 

possibility of extension
Full-Time – 37.5 hours/week

Fixed Term Appointment – 1 year – Maternity 
Cover  

Part-time 22.5 hrs/week

Salary: £18292 to £21349 (depending on 
experience)

Receptionist /Typist/
Administration Assistant
Audio Typing and Computer Skills are 

Essential.
For details of these posts and an application 

form please contact:
lochgilphead.surgery@nhs.net 

Or Telephone the Practice Manager on: 
01546 462002

Closing Date for Applications: 30 
November 2018

MECHANIC
Fully qualified mechanic required 

for busy Bodyshop 
Full time hours

Please phone Karen or Jimmy 
for more information

01631 566009

MECHANIC

AUTO REPAIRS

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM £7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.

£6.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Easdale Seafoods Ltd are an exporter of 
live shellfish seeking an additional person 

to join our expanding team based at 
Balvicar, Isle of Seil.

Candidates will play a team role in addition to 
some independent work with split shifts and 
some weekends required.
There is a necessity for physical fitness in this 
labour intensive role. 
A Full UK Driving Licence and own transport 
are essential.
£400 per week + bonus.
Permanent full time position with immediate 
start potential.
Accommodation may be available.

Please send applications in writing with CV 
to connie@easdaleseafoods.co.uk

   







       
     




 
 
 






Constructive Careers

QUANTITY SURVEYOR
We are looking for a Quantity Surveyor to manage 
various projects throughout Argyll and the Islands.

The role will involve both pre and post contract work, 
dealing with pricing enquiries, tender submissions, 
financial management and final accounts.
Good communication, numerical and IT skills are 
essential.

Please apply by email with C.V. to
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or address below.

Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8RR

   







       
     




 
 
 






Tree Cutters
Location: Across all SHEPD Regions including; Argyll and Bute, Highland and Islands, 
Moray, Aberdeenshire, Tayside & Perthshire  |  Salary: £8.50ph - £11.99ph depending 
on skills and experience  |  Permanent | Full Time Hours 

Our Role 
We invest millions every year to make sure that 
our network is in the best condition possible to 
minimise the risk of power cuts and to ensure the 
safety of the public by preventing risk of injury or 
electrocution. During high winds and storms, 
trees can strike our equipment and cause power 
cuts, and so we cut them down or trim them 
back to keep the lights on.
Being part of an extensive tree cutting programme, 
you will cut trees & vegetation from around the 
overhead powerlines & associated equipment all 
year round to maintain a safe & compliant 
network, which keep the lights on for our 
customers. You will work with a highly skilled 
team to clear trees and vegetation in proximity 
to our overhead transmission and distribution 
network. Working with safety at the forefront 
of all activities, you will work with your team to 
evaluate, prepare and carry out tree cutting 
works on a variety of sites.

Your Skills and Experience 
•  Previous experience in tree cutting, forestry or 

arboriculture; similar capacity experience is also 
considered

•  Holding experience of working with power 
lines, and climbing would be highly 
advantageous

•  You should already have relevant NPTC 
certificate units for the use of chainsaws, 
and a qualification or certificates including NPTC 
UA would be a bonus, however not essential

•  Knowledge of the electricity network would be 
beneficial, however for the right applicant, full 
training will be provided

•  A full, current driving licence is beneficial as 
travel will be required

•  Enthusiasm and drive with a flexible approach 
to work and an ability to adapt to changing 
business and project priorities; you may have to 
work away from home occasionally so this is key

Whilst the above skills and experience are 
important, we also have several personal 
competencies that we look for in our future 
employees;
•  High regard for safety, embedding yourself in 

our safety culture and adhering to guidelines 
in everything you do is a key priority

•  Excellent written and verbal communication 
skills; comfortable liaising with stakeholders at 
all levels, both internal and external

•  Outstanding customer relationship skills, and a 
commitment to providing a high level service.

Next Steps
To apply for this role, please visit www.sse.com/
careers and enter job vacancy number 517326.

Closing date for applications is: Monday, 
7 January 2019, however we will be reviewing 
applications frequently.

Argyll Community Housing Association (ACHA)
Have you a few hours to spare each month?

Would you give those few hours to volunteering?
Are you interested in housing 
matters in your community?

ACHA as a community based organisation and a charity is governed by 
volunteers through its Board and Area Committees and is seeking local 
volunteers to assist us with local housing matters.  It is a little known fact 
that ACHA houses around 16% of the population of Argyll & Bute!
There will be an informal meeting at 6.30pm on Thursday 29th November 
2018 in the Association’s office at Menzies House, Glenshellach Busi-
ness Park, Oban to meet with the Chair, Jim Milne and the Chief Exec-
utive, Alastair MacGregor, to learn more about ACHA and how you can 
assist.
Why not come along and find out more.

If you wish to attend please contact Lesley Lindsay, 
either by phone on 01546 605971, 

or by email to Lesley.Lindsay@acha.co.uk

A rare opportunity for an individual with an exceptional 
set of skills to join the team which operates Screen 
Machine: the UK’s only full-time mobile cinema. 

Now in its 21st year of operation, Screen Machine brings the 
latest movie releases to 35+ communities in the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland. Our Operator will: drive and park 
the cinema, often using single track roads and ferries; set up 
the cinema; project the films; and welcome our audiences. 
So: you’ll be an experienced HGV driver who knows the 
Highlands & Islands well, able to operate and maintain 
electronic and mechanical equipment, who enjoys meeting 
people and being part of a team, and much more. 

For full details and to apply go to www.screenmachine.co.uk. 
Applications must be received by 17:00 on Monday 7 January 
2019. 

Screen Machine is owned, operated and managed by Regional Screen 
Scotland, Registered Office, 20 Forth Street, Edinburgh EH1 3LH.  

Screen Machine: Scotland’s mobile cinema
Operator

circa £28,500 + benefits/allowances
Two-weeks-on/two-weeks-off shifts



We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your next 
job in the perfect location.



First Registration of a 
Croft

Mr Kenneth A Gibson has 
registered their croft Fiadh 
Cottage, Pennygowan and 
Torosay on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by August 15, 
2019.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C5518.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically 
at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY 
BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically at your 
nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following 
link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days & 21 days for 18/02922/FUL
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/02922/FUL

18/05225/FUL

18/05120/FUL

Site At Maclean’s Nose
Loch Sunart, Acharacle

West End Hotel
Gordon Square, Achintore 
Road, Fort William

Land 4025M NE Of 
Kilchoan Farmhouse, 
Inverie, Knoydart

Increase number of fin fish pens 
from 12 to 16 at established fish 
farm, Application accompanied by 
EIA

Alterations & Extension to Part of 
Roof Space to Provide Additional 
Bedroom Accommodation (Previous 
12/03647/FUL)

Erection of replacement house and 
accommodation unit

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

INCREASE NUMBER OF FIN FISH PENS FROM 12 TO 16 AT ESTABLISHED FISH 
FARM, SITE AT MACLEAN’S NOSE LOCH SUNART ACHARACLE  

RE-ADVERTISEMENT DUE TO ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 
RECEIVED

The Council has received an application from Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd on land 
at Site at Maclean’s Nose Loch Sunart Acharacle. The application is development 
falling within the Regulations as Environmental Impact Assessment development 
and accordingly is supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report. The 
application reference number is (18/02922/FUL).
The application and the accompanying Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
are available for public inspection by appointment between the hours of 9.30am to 
12.30pm and 1.30pm to 4.30pm Monday to Friday at the following location – 
Service Point, Charles Kennedy Building, Achintore Road, Fort William, PH33 6RQ
They can also be accessed online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search using 
application number 18/02922/FUL)
Printed copies of the complete Environmental Statement can be purchased from 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd, Per: Yvonne Booth. Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis 
Business Park, Fort William TEL: 01397 715074 at a cost of £35 (printed copy) or £5 
(electronic copy). The Non Technical Summary can be obtained free of charge. 
Any person who wishes to make a representation on the application and Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report can make them online by visiting http://wam.highland.gov.
uk/wam/ or by writing to the ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart 
Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX. The deadline for receipt of comments is 30 days from the 
date of publication of this notice.
The Council will acknowledge receipt of comments but is unable to respond individually 
to points or questions raised. Please note that your comments will be published online. 
Please quote the application reference number in your correspondence.  
Stuart Black 
Director of Development and Infrastructure

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 
Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local Customer 
Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
18/02321/LIB Proposed re-pointing works, strengthening and re-slating 

of searoom roof and installation of conservation rooflight
Duart Castle Lochdon Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA64 6AP

18/01875/PP Formation of car park and widening of existing track Land North East Of Dunboraig 
Balevullin Isle Of Tiree  
Argyll And Bute 

18/02383/PP Installation of field access gate Land Opposite The Welcome Centre 
And Iona Gallery And Pottery  
Isle Of Iona Argyll And Bute

18/02310/LIB Addition of glass door in archway between exhibition 
area and tower, including infill panel. Addition of glass 
wall and ceiling including glass doors between exhibition 
area and ambulatory (apse)

St Conans Church Lochawe  
Dalmally Argyll And Bute PA33 1AH

18/01877/PP Formation of car park and upgrade of existing access Land South West Of 8 Kilkenneth 
Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 

18/02448/PP Alterations and erection of rear extension to provide 
additional bedroom

1 Argyll Terrace Tobermory Isle Of 
Mull Argyll And Bute PA75 6PB

18/02430/PP Variation of Condition 2 relative to planning permission 
reference 15/02881/PP to permit the modular building  
to be used as a dance studio for a further 3 years

Ichrachan House Taynuilt  
Argyll And Bute PA35 1HP

18/02312/LIB Installation of a stainless steel frame and net to allow 
visitors to enter St Conval’s Chapel

St Conans Church Lochawe Dalmally 
Argyll And Bute PA33 1AH

18/02375/PP Refurbishment, extensions and change of use of ruined 
chapel to form dwellinghouse

Former Chapel South Of Newcroft 
Bunessan Isle Of Mull  
Argyll And Bute

18/02387/PP Erection of 2 dwellinghouses (amended house types and 
car parking to planning permission 18/01264/PP)

Imeraval Port Ellen  
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert.  
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives  
is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be 
viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 

THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (PART OF CORE PATH C163 
AT DUNBEG) STOPPING UP AND DIVERSION ORDER 2018

Argyll and Bute Council hereby gives notice that on 29 October 2018 it 
confirmed as unopposed the Order made under Section 208 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 known as The Argyll and Bute 
Council (Part of Core Path C163 at Dunbeg) Stopping Up and Diversion 
Order 2018 (hereinafter referred to as “the Order”) authorising the 
stopping up of part of Core Path reference C163 at Dunbeg as shown 
between the points A and B along the broken orange line on the Plan 1 
forming part of the Schedule Part 1 annexed and subscribed as relative 
to the Order, its temporary diversion along the temporary diversion route 
as shown between the points A and B shown along the broken blue line 
on the said Plan 1 between such dates as shall be determined in 
accordance with the provisions of the said Schedule Part 2 annexed and 
subscribed as relative to the Order, and its permanent diversion along the 
permanent diversion route as shown between the points A and B along 
the broken pink line on the said Plan 1 on such date as shall be 
determined in accordance with the provisions of the said Schedule Part 2. 
The stopping up and diversion of the footpath is necessary to enable the 
development comprising generally the construction of a residential 
development of 300 affordable dwellings permitted under planning 
permission reference 18/00375/PP granted under Part III of The Town and 
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to be carried out in accordance 
with the said planning permission. 
A copy of the confirmed Order and relevant Plan contained in the 
Schedule Part 1 showing the footpath to be stopped up and the 
temporary and permanent diversion routes along which it will be diverted 
and other information contained in the Schedule Parts 2 and 3 may be 
inspected at the offices of Argyll and Bute Council, Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW, by any person, free of charge, within 
normal office hours following the appearance of this advertisement.
CHARLES REPPKE, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT
15 November 2018.
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & 
Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1

CHIMNEY SWEEP

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

THE IDEAL GIFT... 
                    Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
stunning calendars. To see all the images from 

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£6.95
including

P&P*

FROM

CARE COVER

on annual digital subscriptions
visit www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
O� er available from Thursday 22nd November to Wednesday 28th November 2018

Limited availability

SAVE 
50% Limited availability



CARD , white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

Home Entertainment
LARGE GHETTO BLAST-
ER tw tapes & CD, £10 
Telephone 01397 772326².

Home O�  ce
WHITE OFFICE FAN per-
fect, £8 Telephone 01397 
772326².

Horses 
HORSES FOR SALE 

“Sonas”
Purebred Irish draught 
fi lly, rising 3, registered, 

passported and chipped, 
Class 1 breeding, rose gray, 

well handled.
£1800

“Pippin”
Connemara fi lly, 6 months, 

grey, quiet to handle, 
chipped and passported.

£400
Tel 01631 564085 or 

07990 731845

Indoor sports 
equipment
DART BOARD with wall 
case, £10 Telephone 01397 
772326².
JIMMY WHITE SNOOKER 
CUE & case, £10 Tele-
phone 01397 772326².

Leisure and Lifestyle
VIBRATING FOOT MAS-
SAGER/SPA used just once 
(use water), £10 Telephone 
01397 772326².

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.

Miscellaneous
BLOCK & TACKLE  One ton 
engineering block & tackle. 
New and unused, £95.00 
Telephone 01631 564022 
or 07710 060021.
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
Antiques and 
Collectables

LAPHROAIG “ 
CAIRDEAS” Islay Sin-
gle Malt, 2014. Limited edi-
tion of 200 released during 
open day at Feis Ile, Islay, 
2014, and personally signed 
by John Campbell, Master 
Distiller. Double matured in 
fi rst fi ll bourbon casks and 
amontillado hogsheads. 
Both bottle and case were 
signed by John Campbell. 
Part of Mr. Lambert’s private 
collection, which he would 
want me to sell to help with 
fi nances. Enquiries consid-
ered regarding similar items. 
luvmidoggy@gmail.
com,  £225 Tel 01586 
554537.
Baby Equipment
MAMAS & PAPAS ZEST 
HIGH CHAIR used twice. 
Only £40 Telephone 01852 
300320.

Bicycles and 
Equipment
CYCLE HELMETS, £7 each 
Telephone 01397 772326².
MOUNTAIN BIKE good 
condition, £50 Telephone 
01397 772326².

Building / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².
USED SLATES Complete 
roof of used Scottish slates. 
£200.00 for the lot, for quick 
sale. Text - 07780 837154 
or Phone 01546 603085

Camping & caravan 
Equipment
CAMPER WINDSCREEN 
COVER Silver Screen 
wind screen cover - Peu-
geot Boxer/Fiat Ducato/
Citreon Relay (1995-2006). 
Hardly used. Bought 2017 
for £169,  £99 Telephone 
07789 040811.

Cars and Car Parts 
under £250
14” TYRES two almost un-
used 14” tyres. Ex trailer, vgc. 
185 R14 c.  M and S. 65 psi 
max pressure, £25 each ono 
Telephone 01631 710548².
WINTER TYRES ON RIMS 
(X4) From a VW Golf mk6.
5 stud PCD 112mm. 205 55 
R16 M+S (mud and snow) 
suit many other vehicles. 
22500 miles, approx 4mm 
tread, £160 Telephone 
01397772361.

Christmas
CHILDS BOOK ADVENT 
UNDER 5’S I have 24 books 
all individually wrapped in 
Christmas paper. For the 
1st through to the 24th of 
December. (Oban), £15 
Telephone 07951 025003.

Clothes, Shoes and 
Accessories
HAND KNITTED HARRIS 
WOOL SOCKS £5 per 
pair plus postage. Mrs C 
MacKay, 17 Achmore, Isle 
of Lews, HS2 9DU.
TOE TEC BOOTS protect-
ed, oil resistant, size 8, 
new, £20 Telephone 01397 
772326².
TOE TEC BOOTS size 8, 
new, £10 Telephone 01397 
772326².

Computers and 
Games
MSI LAPTOP complete 
with all directions and con-
nections, hardly used, £60 
Telephone 01397 772326².

Domestic Appliances
CARAVELL FREEZER Top 
opening, £40 Telephone 
01852 300320.
CARPET SWEEPER Little 
used. Too heavy for own-
er, £22 Telephone 01546 
850287.
FREEZER Hotpoint Space 
Saver, £40 Telephone 
01852 300320.
NESCAFE DOLCE GUSTO 
Melody 3 coffee machine, 
excellent as new condition, 
uses Dolce Gusto capsules 
for a perfect cup of coffee 
in seconds, £25 Telephone 
01631 730585.

Domestic Pets
LHASA APSO DOG 9 years 
old, caramel, white and 
grey coloured, free to a new 
loving home.  Further in-
formation and photos from 
07446 887292².

PUPS FOR SALE  
For sale... German wired haired 
pointer X Labrador pups. Dogs 
and Bitches available, £430 
Tel  07825 161477.
Furniture
ROUND MAHOGANY DIN-
ING TABLE 42” Diameter, 
and four matching chairs. 
Excellent condition, £50 
Telephone 01852 300320.
WALNUT COFFEE TABLE 
with open area for books 
and magazines and storage 
drawers with antique effect 
handles, in perfect condi-
tion, £75 Telephone 01631 
566811.

Garden
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely garden 
planters. Prices from £40, 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various 
sizes from £90, Telephone 
01631 564578².

Garden Machinery
LOG SPLITTER Mitox 
LS55 electric log splitter. 
Excellent condition only 
used a few times. Buyer 
to uplift (Appin), £95 Tele-
phone 07780 821864.
LOG SPLITTER STAND 
Stand for Mitox LS55 elec-
tric log splitter. New and 
unused, £15 Telephone 
07780 821864.

Heating, Fires and 
Fireplaces
CHIMNEY BRUSHES 
AND CANES plus 2 new 
brushes. Owner does not 
use them anymore, £22 
Telephone 01546 850287.
PIPE DE-COILER AND 
SUNDRIES for underfl oor 
heating system, £50 Tele-
phone 01546 603474.

Hobbies and Crafts
PEARLISED PAPER & 

Musical Instruments
OLD MANDOLIN & CASE, 
£60 Tel 01397 772326².

Outdoor Sports 
Equipment
CHILD’S RIGHT HANDED 
GOLF CLUB Driver, putter, 
7 & 9 iron. Blue golf bag, 
practice balls & head cover. 
Also a putting mat and put-
ting machine. Like new, £45 
Telephone 07951 025003.
JD BUG DIRT SCOOT-
ER VG condition. Really 
chunky tyres. Robust. 
Hard wearing. Brake at the 
back to stop. Suit child age 
6-10yrs. White & black, £45 
Telephone 07951 025003.
LADIES SKI BOOTS Sa-
lomon Performa ladies ski 
boots size 6 plus boot bag. 
Can deliver Oban area, £20 
Telephone 07780 821864.
LADIES WALKING BOOTS 
Ladies Brasher Hillmaster 
GTX walking boots size 
6, dark brown, excellent 
condition - only worn twice. 
Can deliver Oban area, £40 
Telephone 07780 821864.

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL, market your business 
effectively with profession-
ally designed leafl ets, post-
ers and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on Telephone 
01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day.  
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp Print on 
Tel 01586 554975.

Trailers
25FT YARD TRAILER (un-
braked). Maximum loading 
6tons,  £350 Tel 01583 441351².

Wanted
MILITARIA ITEMS WANT-
ED best prices paid, Tele-
phone 07796 314296².
WANTED VINTAGE FISH-
ING TACKLE anything 
considered best prices paid 
hardy abu etc reels boxes 
lures anything fi shing related 
some modern tackle consid-
ered, Tel 01546 830165.



Salen Hotel for refreshments 
a� erwards. � e retiring 
collection of £472 was 
donated to Mary’s Meals and 
Marie Curie.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of a very dear 
husband, father and grandpa, 
Angus, died November 18,  
1984. Always in our thoughts
Also loved ones gone before
- Rosemary and family.
HENDERSON - In loving 
memory of my dear husband Iain, 
who died November 22, 2002.
We never part from those we 
love,
No distance can divide,
In memories garden day by day,
We still walk by your side.
- Sadly missed, Isobel.
MACCALLUM -  Morag 
Stewart (neé Nicolson) taken 
into Gods care November 23, 
2017. Precious memories of a 
loving wife, devoted mum and 
mother-in-law. Kind was your 
nature, true were your ways, we 
treasure your memory for the 
rest of our days.  Always in our 
thoughts and happy together in 
our dreams till we meet again.  
- John, Mairi and Tony, 
Ardcraig and Allanbreck, 
Ballachulish.

DEATHS
FINDLAY - Kathleen (née 
Bonnington), (Selkirk, 
formerly Achtriachtan, 
Glencoe). Peacefully at 
Borders General Hospital 
on Wednesday November 
14, 2018, Kathleen, aged 85 
years, dearly beloved wife of 
the late Huan, loving mum 
to Nancy and the late Alan 
(Hugh), mother-in-law of 
Mark and Adrienne and 
very proud  grandmother 
of Andrew, Donald, Gregor 
and Hugh. Funeral service at 
Glencoe St. Munda’s Church, 
Ballachulish on Friday  
November 23 at 11.00am, 
followed by interment in 
Duror Cemetery at 12.15 
pm, to which all friends are 
respectfully invited. Family 
� owers only please but 
donations if desired will be 
received on retiring from 
service for Chest, Heart and 
Stroke, Scotland.
GRANT - Unexpectedly a� er 
a short illness, on Friday  
16th November, 2018 at QEU 
Hospital, Glasgow, in his 
84th year, Captain William 
Grant (Bill), retired seafarer 
and teacher, loving husband 
of Frances, proud Dad of 
Donald, Alan and John and 
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Call 
01631 568000

To Celebrate
your Graduation

Only £24 
inc.VAT

First Name & Surname
Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and which 

schools they have gone to, and place of work a� er study.

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

GRADUATION

MAIRI CAMERON
Graduated from the Open University with a BSc Hons degree in Adult 

Nursing. Mairi is the daughter of Mrs Iona MacCallum, Ganavan 
Road, Oban and the late John Cameron. She is the granddaughter of 
the late James and Janette Milne, Isle of Mull and the late John and 
Annabell Cameron, Oban. Mairi is a former pupil of Park Primary 

School and Oban High School. She has taken up a post as a sta�  nurse 
in theatre at Lorn and Islands Hospital.

devoted Grandad of Owen and 
Warren. Funeral will take place 
from Oban Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban on 
Friday 23rd, November at 1.00 
pm, therea� er to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.  Family � owers 
only, but retiring collection 
or donations if desired for 
Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society 
and � e Outward Bound 
Trust.
MARSHALL - Peacefully at 
home a� er a short illness, 
on November 17, 2018, Anne 
Marshall, aged 64 years, of 
North Kessock and formerly 
of Inveroran, Bridge of Orchy. 
Much loved wife of Gordon, 
treasured mum of Jennifer 
and Nicola, loving granny to 
Isobel and Keir, dear mother-
in-law to Duncan, a cherished 
sister, sister-in-law, auntie 
and friend. Funeral service 
on � ursday, November 
29 at 1pm at Inverness 
Crematorium. All welcome 
to attend. Bright colours 
welcome. Family � owers only 
please. Donations are invited 
for Marie Curie and Bridge 
of Orchy Community Hall at 
the service or forwarded to 
the Funeral Directors; John 
Fraser & Son, 17-29 Chapel 
Street, Inverness, IV1 1NA.

RONALD - Suddenly on 
November 14, 2018 aged 
78, Fulton of Tyndrum and 
formerly Keilator Farm since 
1966. Beloved husband of 
Mabel, dear father of the 
family and much loved Papa 
of his 11 grandchildren and 
great-granddaughters. He 
leaves a big hole behind, but 
we will keep laughing at his 
jokes and we will forever 
remember him fondly. 
Funeral service to be held in 
Killin Parish Church at 12 
noon on Monday November 
26. Interment in Killin 
Cemetery. Family � owers 
only please.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMPBELL -� e family 
would like to sincerely thank 
everyone for their kindness 
and support following the 
loss of our mother Mary 
Campbell.  � ank you to 
the sta�  at Bowman Court 
for their wonderful care and 
kindness. � ank you to Rev 
J Paton for a very special 
and meaningful service and 
to Elizabeth Jack for lovely 
and very appropriate music, 
especially music by the Gaelic 
choir. � ank you also to Billy 
McClymont for excellent 
funeral arrangements and 

MACKECHNE - In loving 
memory of Iain, our dearly 
loved husband, dad, papa, 
granpa and great-granpa, who 
died on November 20, 2011.
Time goes by, memories stay
Loved and missed every day
You’re always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
- Betty, David, Agnes, Marina 
and all your grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

MACLEAN - Treasured 
memories of a special uncle, 
Archie (wobbles), who passed 
away on November 23, 2017. 
Never more than a thought away 
Silently remembered every day. 
- Love Chrissie x
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THOUGHT
for the weekTribute to former 

Western Isles chief 
executive
Dr Neil Galbraith OBE, 
former director of education 
and acting chief executive 
for Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar and latterly chairman of 
NHS Western Isles, has died 
at the age of 78.

The convener of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar has paid 
tribute and the council f lag 
is f lying at half-mast.

Dr Galbraith was born 
and brought up in Govan, 
Glasgow, and was educated 
at Govan High School and 
then went on to secure his 
teaching qualification.

Dr Galbraith taught at the 
Nicolson Institute for many 
years before serving as the 
comhairle’s director of ed-
ucation for 20 years, until 
seconded to the acting chief 
executive’s post in May 1999 
where he remained until 
September 2000. He was 
chairman of NHS Western 
Isles since his appointment 
in 2011.

Dr Galbraith was awarded 

an OBE in 1995 for his 
services to education in the 
Western Isles. 

He also received an honor-
ary doctorate from the Open 
University.

He served as chairman of 
the Scottish Consultative 
Council on the Curriculum, 
was a former president of 
the Association of Directors 
of Education, served on 
the board of governors of 
the Northern College of 
Education and held the posi-
tion of honorary sheriff.

The convener of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar, Councillor 
Norman A Macdonald, said: 
‘Neil was a nationally rec-
ognised leader in education, 
serving not only the commu-
nity of the Western Isles but 
contributing at national and 
international levels.

‘He was an esteemed and 
committed public servant, 
serving for more than 50 
years in teaching, local 
government and the health 

Dr Neil Galbraith.

service. He was fully commit-
ted to all the roles he carried 
out, rising to the top in his 
chosen professions but never 
forgetting his roots.

‘It is with deep sadness that 
his colleagues have learned 

of his passing and he will 
undoubtedly be missed by all.

‘Our thoughts are with his 
wife Bella, son Robert, daugh-
ters Caroline and Sandra, 
the extended family and his 
friends.’

We’re seeing the 
beginnings of the 
festivities here in Oban: 
shops laying out their 
Christmas displays, and 
conversations in the 
houses across the town 
about what people might 
want, or need, come 
Christmas morning.

We’re hearing familiar 
songs, each conveying 
something about what 
is to come – one famous 
brand consistently 
rolling out theirs with 
the well-known words 
‘The holidays are 
coming, the holidays are 
coming’ to a melody of 
momentum and building 
anticipation.

Each speak, in part, 
to a deep longing that 
resides in the hearts 
of all humankind, for 
peace and hope seen in 
sacrifice and giving.

This year, as you 
wait for the coming of 
Christmas morning, 
we invite you to do so 
with the multitude who 
ref lect on the hope and 
promise seen and found 
in the sacrifice and 
giving of Jesus Christ.

‘God’s love was 
revealed among us in 
this way: God sent His 
one and only son into 
the world so that we 
might live through him’ 
- (1 John 4v9)

Pastor Stuart Lawson,
Oban Baptist Church.
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Oban Camanachd have a lot to 
thank Iain Hay for as their former 
� rst team manager looks back on 
almost four years in the � rst team 
hot seat.  

When Oban Camanachd turned 
to Iain Hay to replace Ian ‘Gussie’ 
Campbell in July 2015, he wasn’t 
sure what he was letting himself in 
for. ‘I didn’t know what to expect,’ he 
said. ‘I didn’t want to leave the guys 
in the lurch and I knew they were 
a capable bunch. I was doing the 
training for Gus at the time and we 
had only taken something like three 
points from ten games and it looked 
like we would go down.’

Ian Campbell had worked hard 
with the squad so what did the 
management switch bring the 
Moss� eld men? Iain said: ‘I suppose 
the change gave us a fresh start and 
the opportunity to draw a line in the 
sand. I told the players at the time I 
would give the job 100 per cent but I 
was looking for them to give me 100 
per cent in return.’ 

� ings got o�  to a slow start. ‘My 
� rst game was against Inveraray in 
the Macaulay semi-� nals and we 
lost 2-0 but things picked up a� er 
that.’ � e Oban side reversed their 
fortunes in their next outing, three 
weeks later, as goals from Daniel 
Cameron and Malcolm Clark 
earned a 2-0 victory over the same 
Inveraray side in the league. Oban 
Camanachd would then go on a 
great run, eventually � nishing sixth 
in the Premiership.

� e games came thick and fast and 
what transpired for Iain Hay was 
taking on the equivalent of a part-
time job. 

Iain explained: ‘Saturday is match 
day so that’s the whole day pretty 
much taken up, especially if it’s an 
away game. � ere will be media 
calls on a Sunday and someone 
always contacts you about shinty 
on a Monday. Tuesday is training, 
Wednesday is making arrangements 

Former manager looks back 
on four years at Oban helm 

for the following Saturday’s game 
with the opposing team and referee, 
� ursday is training again and you 
spend time thinking about your 
team line-up on a Friday when we 
also have committee meetings. 

A signi� cant improvement 
followed in 2016 with Oban 
Camanachd only behind league 
runners-up Kyles Athletic on goal 
di� erence at the end of the season 
whilst also reaching the Camanachd 
Cup Final, narrowly losing out 
1-0 to Newtonmore. Defeats to 
Kyles Athletic ended ambitions in 
the Macaulay and Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup competitions.  ‘We 
� nished on the same points as 
second- placed Kyles, only trailing 
them on goal di� erence,’ recalled 
Iain. ‘We were top of the league up 
until midway through the season, 
only to fall away a bit but we had the 
Camanachd Cup run which took 
us all the way to the � nal against 
Newtonmore. � e game itself was 
a battle of wills. It was very tactical 
but some of our players didn’t turn 
up on the day. In the end, we just 
didn’t create enough chances and 
Newtonmore were better on the day.’ 

Exited
A sixth-placed league � nish 

followed at the end of the 2017 
season as well as a narrow 2-1 defeat 
to Lovat in the Camanachd Cup 
semi-� nals. � e Oban side lost 3-1 
to Kyles Athletic in the Glasgow 
Celtic Society Final and exited 
the Macaulay Cup, again to Kyles 
Athletic, at the last-four stage with 
Kyles going on to li�  the trophy.

Iain re� ected: ‘Kyles won the 
Macaulay that year and they proved 
to be a bit of a bogey team over the 
piece. 

‘� e defeat to Lovat in the 
Camanachd semis was a really sore 
one. Scott McKillop hurt his knee in 
that game and although he tried to 
play on, he had to come o� . Garry 
Lord was then sent o�  but I still felt 
we were the better team. Lovat won 
it in injury time. It was a missed 
opportunity to be in our second 
successive � nal.’

� e season just gone saw a top 
half league � nish, although the side 
again didn’t get past the Macaulay 
semi-� nals, whilst Kinlochshiel 
halted their Camanachd Cup pro-
gress at the second round.  

� e highpoint of Iain’s tenure was 
undoubtedly the Scottish Sea Farms 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup success 
with the trophy coming to Oban for 
the � rst time since 2005. 

‘I was glad for the boys to win 
the cup as they had been there or 
there-abouts for so long. � ey got 

that particular monkey o�  their 
backs and they beat Kyles too, who 
had been such di�  cult opponents. 
So it was a good day and one we’ll 
remember. 

‘In the league, we could have 
turned some of our draws into wins 
which could have given us a higher 
� nish than � � h. We had � ve draws, 
including two against Glenurquhart 
who � nished bottom of the division,   
and there was also a home game 
with Lovat that we should have won.’ 

Looking to the future, Iain is 
adamant there is great potential in 
the side but stresses commitment 
is key. ‘� e ability is there but there 
have been times where we’ve had 
four or � ve guys missing, whether it 
was injury, suspension or attending 
social events, and that has cost us. 
� e clubs that regularly win things 
have that extra commitment.’

� e Camanachd Cup defeat to 
Kinlochshiel this season clearly 
still rankles with Iain. ‘We knocked 
Kinlochshiel out of the competition 
a� er a replay at the same stage the 
previous season and, to my mind, 
Camanachd Cup dates should be 
kept clear in everyone’s diaries as 
soon as they are announced at the 
start of the season. However we 
travelled to Kirkton with just 11  
senior players that day and we lost. 
� e � nal was in Oban which was a 
great opportunity. � e Macaulay 
defeat to a depleted Kyles Athletic 
side was also a sore one because we 
just didn’t apply ourselves correctly 
that day.’ 

Iain Hay’s shinty adventure began 
35 years ago and he was a relative 
late starter to the game. It was 1983 
and Iain, then aged 18, remembers 
it well. ‘Oban Celtic had a game 
against Inveraray and they were 
short of players. I was friends with 
Donald MacCallum’s son Fraser and 
Donald asked me if I would play 
and that was it. I went on to become 
a regular in the side and played for 
the South U21 side in the Grampian 
Cup.’

Oban Camanachd had enjoyed 
Camanachd Cup success in 1996 
and were keen to add Iain to their 
squad around that time, chasing 
his signature for a couple of years 
before he made the switch in 1998. 
‘� ere was actually talk of the two 
clubs merging in the mid-1990s, 
although some were dead against it,’ 
he laughed. ‘But that talk all went 
quiet when Oban Camanachd won 
the Camanachd Cup in 1996.’   

Iain’s � rst team playing career 
continued until the ripe old age of 
42, although he was tempted out 
of retirement during the following 
season. 

‘Lochside had a cup game at 
Kinlochshiel and bosses Des 
MacMillan and Andy Pearson were 
short of players to travel so I went 
along. I had a great tussle with Neilie 
‘Ach’ MacRae that day and really 
enjoyed it so carried on for a few 
games more. We won the Bullough 
that year, beating Inveraray 2-1 at 
Moss� eld in the � nal.’

� e game also marked an unusual 

occurrence – an Iain Hay goal. ‘It 
was a shot from around the half-way 
line and it must have deceived the 
keeper. I didn’t get many of them.’

Iain � nally closed the book on his 
playing career at the end of that sea-
son. ‘� ere were a lot of promising 
young players coming through and 
I didn’t think it was right I blocked 
a place in the side so it was time to 
retire for good.’

It was a retirement of sorts as 
Iain immediately took charge of 
the Oban Camanachd U14 squad, 
notching up two MacMaster Cup 
successes against Newtonmore at 
Moss� eld and against Skye. He 
then took charge of the U17s for a 
season, losing out in the � nals of  
the MacQuisten and London Shield 
before taking the � rst team training 
for Gus Campbell and looking a� er 
the side if Gus was unavailable. He 
continued in this role until taking 
charge of the team in his own right. 

Good squad
Iain Hay is in no doubt he is leav-

ing behind a good squad. ‘� ere are 
some great youngsters and the likes 
of Daniel Sloss and Daniel MacVicar 
are now established � rst team play-
ers. Daniel Sloss is only 16 but he is 
a regular starter and featured for the 
Scotland U21s in their recent win 
over in Ireland. Daniel MacVicar 
has come on leaps and bounds, 
whilst Daniel MacCuish will have 
gained so much from last season’s 
experience and he’s another who 
can be a regular. I’m also impressed 
with Ross Campbell and Lennon 
Campbell who have done so well 
for Lochside and they could be 
featuring soon if they continue to 
work hard.’   

It’s now time for a break and no 
one would grudge Iain Hay that 
but don’t rule out a return in some 
capacity further down the line. ‘You 
never-say-never but I will de� nitely 
be having a complete break for now. 

‘� ere are times when I’m working 
from 7am until 7pm and trying to 
juggle everything between work and 
family commitments and although 
my family have been hugely sup-
portive, I just needed a break. 

‘My wife Dee encouraged me to 
stay on but this will allow us more 
time to visit our daughter Rebecca 
who is studying at Perth College. 

‘I’ve enjoyed it though, especially 
when we win. � ere are times you 
question why you are doing it, 
especially when you lose a game or 
someone pulls out of the squad late 
on. I still can’t � gure out how we lost 
some games, but shinty’s been such 
a big part of my life for the last 35 
years.’ Iain Hay.

Prizewinners at the Oban Camanachd awards night.
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We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, Oban by 
the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid or 
lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal decision rests with 
the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time. 
Winners agree to have their photograph taken for publicity purposes. 
Winners’ names and home towns will appear in the newspaper. Employees 
of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter. We will protect 
your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements 
of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/destroyed within 30 days 
of the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR 
regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£550
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
M Laird
Benderloch
T Brown
Oban

And whilst this chapter closes, 
‘Haybo’ is quick to ensure the names 
of those who have helped him over 
the last four years aren’t forgotten. 
‘Fraser Inglis, Alex MacVicar and 
Chris Eccleston have been a huge 
help to me and I’ve needed these 
guys along the way. � is is not a one 
man job.’ It certainly isn’t but Oban 
Camanachd have much to thank 
Iain Hay for as he takes a well-
earned rest from the club he served 
so well and they did just that by 
presenting him with a silver salver 
to recognise his achievements at the 
club’s awards night.

Fun day winners
Good weather arrived for Oban 
Camanachd’s end of season fun day 
at Moss� eld on Saturday November 
17. 

With eight teams taking part in a 
round-robin format, Pulpit Hill and 
Taynuilt won through to the � nal.

Pulpit Hill captain Malcolm Clark 
led from the front, giving his side 
the lead in the � nal. 

Ross MacMillan made it 2-0 with 
a shot from the right which went 
into the top le�  corner of the goal. 
Taynuilt keeper Colin Dairon got a 
slight touch to the ball but couldn’t 
keep it out and Pulpit Hill stayed in 
front to win the day.

Oban Camanachd 
awards night
Oban Camanachd’s end of season 
prizegiving took place at the 
Glencruitten Golf Club on Saturday 
November 17.

2018 Nonny MacInnes Oban 
Camanachd First Team Player of the 
Year Award – Andrew MacCuish

� e Oban Camanachd � rst team 
player of the year award, in mem-
ory of Oban Camanachd stalwart 
Nonny MacInnes, was presented 
to Andrew MacCuish by out-going 
� rst team manager Iain Hay. 

As well as being Oban 
Camanachd’s top scorer last season, 
‘Papa’ MacCuish won a place in the 
Scotland squad, scoring a point in 
the win over Ireland.

2018 Jamie Kerr Lochside Rovers 
Player of the Year Award – Jordan 
Kerr

A� er breaking his wrist in a moto-
cross accident, and having an oper-
ation on Saturday a� ernoon, Jordan 
Kerr still made his way to the awards 
night believing he was presenting 
the Lochside Rovers player of the 
year award in memory of his brother 
Jamie. However Jordan’s perfor-
mances for Lochside throughout the 
season earned him the accolade and 
his father John Kerr stepped in to 
hand over the prize. 

Oban Camanachd U17 Player of 
the Year Award – Daniel Sloss

Few would have been surprised 
that Daniel Sloss was the recipient 
of the Oban Camanachd U17 player 
of the year award. Having become a 
� rst team regular during the season, 
Daniel Sloss was also part of the 
Scotland U21 squad which beat their 
Irish counter-parts in Dublin earlier 
this month. 

Oban Camanachd U14 Player of 
the Year Award – Kieran Lopez

Another one of the club’s bright 
youngsters, Kieran Lopez, was 
named Oban Camanachd U14 

player of the year. Kieran Lopez’s 
performances last season were also 
recognised with a place in this year’s 
South U14 squad.

Oban Camanachd Special Award - 
Iain Hay and Fiona Livingston

� ere were also special awards for 
club stalwarts Iain Hay and Fiona 
Livingston. 

Iain Hay stepped down a� er four 
seasons as Oban Camanachd � rst 
team manager which followed a 
period with the club’s youth sides. 

Oban Camanachd treasurer Fiona 
Livingston’s tireless work over the 
years was also recognised by the 
club and both received silver salvers. 

� e club will hold its annual gen-
eral meeting at � e Rock� eld Centre 
on � ursday November 22 at 7pm.

Oban Celtic advertise 
for new boss
Oban Celtic are inviting applicants 
for the position of � rst team manag-
er for the 2019 shinty season. 

Kenny Wotherspoon stood down 
as Oban Celtic � rst team boss at 
the end of last season a� er three 
successful years in charge and the 
club are pulling out the stops to � nd 
his replacement. 

Applicants should contact the club 
via their Facebook page or email 
David Hamilton at davieb51@btin-
ternet.com

Bute prize night
Bute Shinty Club held their Player of 
the Year Awards at their clubhouse 
on Saturday November 10.  

� e � rst team players’ player of 
the year award was shared by Iain 
McDonald and Craig Fisher.

Ryan Craig was the � rst team man-
ager’s player of the year, whilst the 
second team players’ player of the 
year and the second team manager’s 
player of the year accolade both went 
to Kyle Menzies. 

� e club’s young player of the year 
is Scott Harvey. 

To round o�  the evening, Ted 
McDonald, representing the 
Camanachd Association, handed 
over the Marine Harvest South 
Division 1 trophy. 

Bute’s annual general meeting will 
be held in the clubhouse on Friday 
November 30 with a 7pm start.

New Skye Camanachd 
managers named
Skye Camanachd have con� rmed 
Kenny MacLeod and Allan MacLeod 
are their new � rst team co-managers 
ahead of the 2019 shinty season.
 � e pair take over from John 
MacLeod who led the side last 
season. 

North v South       
youth matches
� e annual North v South U14 and 
U17 representative � xtures have 
been rescheduled to take place at 
An Aird, Fort William, on Sunday 
November 25. 

� e U14 meeting starts at noon, 
with the U17 clash throwing up at 
2pm. � e matches were postponed 
earlier in the season.
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SWIMMING

Eighteen swimmers from Oban High School and 
Lochnell, Dunbeg and Rock�eld primary schools 
travelled to Campbeltown Aqualibrium on November 
6 to compete in the Argyll and Bute Scottish Schools 
Swimming Trials.

These trials provide an opportunity for quali�cation 
to the 2019 Scottish Schools Swimming Championships 
in January 2019 at Tollcross International Swimming 
Centre.

It was a very successful day with the team coming 
away with 12 individual medals and bronze for the 12 
and under girls relay team.

Swimmers who have posted qualifying times for the 
national �nals will be noti�ed in December.

Girls primary relay team bronze medal winners
Megan Carre, Lochnell, Molly Gilchrist, Rock�eld, 
Juliette Main, Rock�eld, and Alex Elliot, Rock�eld.

Joel Robinson repre-
senting Dunbeg Primary 
School.

Swimmers representing Oban High School, back row, 
left to right: Ella MacKechnie, Freya MacKechnie, 
Lauren Robinson, Jessica Main, Edie Elliot and 
Andrew Boyle. Front, left to right: Sam Coates, Callum 
MacInnes, Rachel Carre, Tayler Robinson, Kay Logan 
and Abby Docherty.

Argyll and Bute Scottish 
Schools swimming trials

Swimmers representing 
Lochnell: Kai MacKechnie 
and Megan Carre. Kai had 
a successful day winning 
four golds.

Oban Sailing Club AGM
A positive season for Oban 
Sailing Club (OSC) on and 
o� the water was reported by 
commodore Iain Campbell 
at the club’s annual general 
meeting. 

Recognising notable high-
lights, Iain said the success 
of the year was down to many 
members working extremely 
hard to ensure the club is 
active and providing oppor-
tunities for members of all 
ages to get involved in sailing,  
be it socially, competitively or 
through training.

He also stressed there were 
some areas of the club’s  
development that have not 
been progressed and the 
new committee for the 2019 
season would look at building 
on these. 

Andy McPherson took over 
the role of RYA Principal 
from Ian Gibson earlier in the 
year and a RYA inspection 
was approved in May. �anks 
were accorded to Andy who 
has updated all the club poli-
cies and procedures, together 
with his role as membership 
secretary and club secretary. 

Jamie Rodgers has been 
instrumental in planning 
and implementing a training 
plan, on shore and on the wa-
ter, including dinghy courses, 
a powerboat refresher, safety 
boat courses, power boat 
refresher and the popular 
Monday Mayhem Fun dinghy 
sessions. 

In May 2018 the club re-
ceived approval to run RYA 
VHF courses and this will 
be looked at for 2019. As well 
as instructors carrying out 
training, Iain thanked Derek 
Grier and his sub-group for 
the maintenance of the safety 
boats. 

Keelboats
�e keelboat season at club 

level was mixed with boat 
availability much reduced 
to maintain the full evening 
and weekend programme. 
�e Town Regatta reverted 
to a single white sail class to 
re�ect numbers and crew 
availability. However the 
Round Mull Race and West 
Highland Yachting Week 
(WHYW) continued to be 
popular. 

OSC member Ross Wilson 
has joined Colin Crawford 
and James Hardie as OSC 
representatives on the 
WHYW committee. 

Dinghies
�e dinghy programme 

experienced a fairly ‘patchy’ 
year with early season 
�ursdays well supported 
as well as the dinghy regatta 
and the revamped ‘wee peaks’ 
race format under direction 
from Chris Dowd.  �e addi-
tion of Fun Sailing Monday 

evenings provided a fantastic 
opportunity to encourage 
youngsters and their parents 
to get on the water, build con-
�dence and skills together, 
playing games, orienteering 
and having fun. 

A programme of winter 
Monday Mayhem activities is 
already under way to ensure 
continuity and retention 
until the start of the new 2019 
sailing season. 

�e University of the 
Highlands and Islands Wind 
and Wave Club (UHIWWC) 
continues to prosper with 
core training early and late 
season re�ecting the academ-
ic year. 

�e series of winter talks 
including Richard Turnbull’s 
circumnavigation of Iceland 
to Ollie Cotterel’s adventures 
as skipper in the 2013/14 
Round the World clipper race 
were well attended and  the 
launch curry supper and quiz 
was popular.

OSC continues to work in 
close partnership with Argyll 
College with the clubhouse 
used to help deliver maritime 
courses while the Argyll 
College RIBs are made 
available from time to time to 
support dinghy and training 
activities throughout the 

year. �e club also remains an 
active part of Oban and Lorn 
sports community hub. 

�e OSC open day in May 
saw more than 100 partic-
ipants enjoy a variety of 
keelboat, dinghy, powerboat 
and ski� rowing. �e Oban 
Sea Cadets who attended the 
open day are keen to work 
more closely with the club 
and this will be progressed.

Prizewinners
On the water it was Billy 

Forteith’s Shadowfax that 
took the �rst of the season’s 
honours in the fast aggre-
gate series. Eric and Irena 
Chapman’s Amber Haze 
won the second Tuesday 
aggregate. Andrew and 
Leonie Mead’s Seal li�ed the 
silverware in both the slow 
Tuesday aggregate series, 
whilst Colin Crawford won 
the third Saturday aggregate 
for fast keelboats with Hot 
Toddy winning the slow sec-
tion. Trophies were awarded 
at the annual prizegiving 
dinner dance in the Royal 
Hotel, Oban.

Shadowfax also won the 
Round Kerrera Race taking 
the Minots Light Trophy and 
the Round Creags Race for 
the OSC Challenge Cup. Ben 
Miller, helming Shadowfax, 

li�ed the Crews Cup. Amber 
Haze won the Victoria Cup 
and the Elis Tankard with 
Graham Anderson taking 
home the Billmeir Trophy for 
the Round Shuna feeder race 
in Lucky Ned Pepper. 

�e Donald Sutherland 
Trophy, sailed as the best 
OSC boat performance for 
Oban to Craobh and return as 
part of WHYW, was awarded 
to Shadowfax.

John Forbes was to the fore 
in the club’s dinghy section 
winning the Icicle Shield 
and the Alex Stewart Quaich 
for the spring series and the 
Frostbite Series Shield for fast 
dinghies. 

Liam Orr won the Icicle 
Shield for the spring slow 
handicap dinghies. 

�e summer series for the 
Airdenny Cup was awarded 
to Andrew Chapman for 
fast dinghies while young 
Calum Warnock picked up 
the Mirror Class Shield in 
the slow handicap section. 
�e Frostbite Shield for slow 
handicap dinghies went 
to Andrew Petrie. Calum 
Warnock won the Port Beag 
Cup with Liam Campbell 
the Port Beag Plate with John 
Forbes taking the Senior 
Plate. 

Calum also won the 
Best Topper/Pico perfor-
mance li�ing the Forteith 
Refrigeration Trophy with 
John Forbes winning the 
ScotWest Windows Trophy. 
Fergus Taylor was judged to 
be the most improved novice. 
�e Willie Buchanan Trophy 
for Powerboating was award-
ed to Jamie Rodgers. Jamie, 
as training o�cer, has given 
exceptional assistance to 
helping and promoting junior 
sailing. Andrew and Lisa 
Petrie were also recognised 
for their dedication, time and 
e�ort to ensure the vitality of 
the club. �e Skrat Trophy 
was won by Eric Chapman 
this year..

Keelboat winners with their trophies.

Dinghy winners.
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Martial arts
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Charlie McLaughlin and Donald Roberston.

Daniel May and Henley McCulloch.

Donald Self, James Snelgrove and Camer-
on McIver

Ethan Lekalake and Drew MacKinnon.
Henley McCulloch, Daniel May and Thomas 
Black.Lewis May and Cody McCulloch

Logan Galbraith, Adam Brattan and Callan 
May.

Mirrin Bowden, James Snelgrove and Sam 
Gillespie.Robbie Brattan and Charlie McLaughlin.

Sam Gillespie and James Snelgrove.

Sam Gillespie.

Kyokushinkai Karate and 
Kickboxing
Both clubs took part in the 
tournament in Lochgilphead 
on November 3. � ere was 
some great action from the 
children aged from six to 15. 
Photos below.
Results as follows:

Under 8s: 1 Henley 
McCulloch SDKB Oban; 2  
� omas Black IKKU Perth; 3 
Daniel May SDKB Oban.

8-10 years up to 7th Kyu: 
1 James Snelgrove IKKU 
Lochgilphead; 2 Mirrin 
Bowden IKKU Lochgilphead; 
3 Sam Gillespie IKKU 
Lochgilphead.

8-10 years 6th Kyu and over: 
1 Callan May SDKB Oban; 2 
Adam Brattan SDKB Oban; 3 
Logan Galbraith SDKB Oban.

11-13 years 6th Kyu and 
over: 1 Cody McCulloch 

SDKB Oban; 2 Lewis May 
SDKB Oban.

14-15 years 6th Kyu and 
over: 1 Charlie McLaughlin 
IKKU Oban; 2 Donald 
Robertson IKKU Oban.

14-15 years 3rd Kyu and 
over: 1 Charlie McLaughlin 
IKKU Oban; 2 Robbie Brattan 
SDKB Oban.

Junior Kata: 1 James 
Snelgrove IKKU 
Lochgilphead; 2 Donald 
Self IKKU Lochgilphead; 
3 Cameron McIver IKKU 
Lochgilphead.

Adult Kata: 1 Ethan Lakalake 
IKKU Lochgilphead; 2 Drew 
MacKinnon IKKU Oban.

Most Spirited Fighter 
Award: Sam Gillespie IKKU 
Lochgilphead.

For further information on 
the Kyokushinkai Karate club 
please contact Iain Rodger 

Tuesday; MMA
Wednesday; BJJ NOGI
� ursday; MMA
Friday; BJJ
If you would like to try out 

BJJ or MMA, Oban BJJ can 
be found on Facebook or you 
can email using coogiepots@
gmail.com

Wado Kai Karate
� e Park Primary School 
class is always looking for 
new members.

If you have a child aged 7-10 
and want to know more about 
this class, please contact Mike 
on 07709 229284 or email 
m.faulkner6@btinternet.com

Kaishin Wado Kai at 
Dunbeg Primary School is 
on a Tuesday from 6.30pm to 
8.30pm. 

All ages are welcome at the 
club training sessions. 

(6th dan) for a friendly chat 
on 07584 166542 or iain@
ikku.co.uk, alternatively 
send a message to Caledonia 
Kyokushin on Facebook.

� e Oban Kickboxing club 
sessions are Wednesdays at 
4.30pm for juniors and 6pm 
for seniors at the Old Cro� ers 
above Stoddard’s Motorbike 
shop. Phone Wullie on 07480 
273190, or email shihanwill@
gmail.com you can also � nd 
them on Facebook as Senshi 
Do Kickboxing.

Shukokai Karate
� e clubs grading tests are 

coming up and a report on 
those will be in the next 
article.

Anyone looking for more 
details on these clubs should 
contact Kenny Gray (5th dan) 
on kenni.gray@btinternet.
com or 07884 183905.

BJJ and MMA
Details of the latest grades 
will be in the next article.

� e class venue is 17 
Lochavullin Road, Oban, 
PA34 4PL. All classes start at 
7.30pm except Friday which 
is 6.30pm.

Monday; BJJ 

Mike Faulkner said: ‘We 
are a small and friendly club 
with four Black Belt trainers 
available to help students at 
any time.’ 

For more details contact 
Sensei Chris Bruce (7th Dan) 
at crb999@btinternet.com

Knights Of The Tower - 
Medieval Combat Oban
Knights of the Tower are 
still looking to boost their 
members. Mena dn women 
are welcome to turn up and 
try out the sport of medieval 
combat.

� e club trains on Tuesday 
nights from 7pm until 9.30pm 
above Stoddart’s of Oban, in 
the old Cro� ers. 

Come down to have a look 
at what we do and have a chat 
with some of the members 
and maybe even try it out.
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WOMEN’S RUGBY
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Oban Lorne Ladies        14 
Ayr Ladies          49 

National League Group A

  MOTO3

OBAN SAINTS YOUTH FOOTBALL

Cumbernauld  17
Oban Lorne 50

Tennent’s West Division 2

Ayr  1
Oban 0

West of Scotland Div 3

Results and � xtures
Last Sunday’s results - Scottish Cup - Under 13s 7, 
Broomhill 0. Scoring for Saints were Zander Craik (2), 
Aidan MacDonald (2), Finlay Cameron, Calum MacMillan 
and Gabriel Todser.  Regional Cup - Under 14s 7, 
Glenvale Reds 5.  On target for Saints were Ross MacKay 
(4) and Kyle Cooper (3). League - Lanarkshire Hearts 3, 
Under 15s 2;  Saints scorer was Ross Higgins (2). Scottish 
Cup - Under 16s 2, Dalziel BC 1. Scoring for Saints were 
Murray MacKay and Connor Moore. 
 This Sunday’s � xtures: Under 13s v Thorn Athletic; 
Under 14s v Cambuslang Colts; Shettleston Juniors v 
Under 15s; St Patrick’s SC v Under 16s.   

Oban Hockey Club 
travelled to Ayr on 
Saturday to take on Ayr 
Hockey Club.

Oban started the � rst 
half playing into the 
bright Ayrshire sunshine. 
The  inexperienced Oban 
defence were worked 
hard by the Ayr mid-� eld 
and strikers Lorne 
Macfarlane and Andrew 
Head gave good clearanc-
es from both sides of the 
pitch. 

Goal keeper David Love 
made some brilliant saves 
from the edge of the ‘D’. 
The � rst half � nished 0-0 
with neither side taking 
control of the game. 

Oban continued to 
keep their composure 
in the second half, with 
some solid man marking 

Podium � nish for John 
McPhee in Valencia

HOCKEY

and shadowing of the 
opposition attack.

 The turning point of 
the game came in the 
in the last quarter of the 
match as a scrappy ten 
minutes  of play inside 
the Oban 22, resulted 
in Ayr being awarded 
several short corners, one 
of which � nally led to an 
opposition goal. 

Despite being 1-0 down, 
the last 12 minutes of the 
game were perhaps the 
best, with Oban domi-
nating play in mid � eld, 
but struggling to create 
chances on goal. 

The � nal result of 1-0 
to Ayr was disappointing 
given the fairly evenly 
matched play for much of 
the game and sustained 
Oban team e� ort 
throughout.

This weekend the team 
travels to Glasgow to take 
on Dumfries in another 
rearranged away � xture. 

Connel’s John McPhee � nished o�  the Moto3 season 
in style by clinching third place at the Valencia Grand 
Prix last Sunday. After the race John said: ‘It was a 
nice way to � nish the year. Hard work pays o� . A big 
thanks to everyone around me for their support. I am 
delighted to end the year on a high note for my team, 
CIP and KTM Factory racing.’

Narrow defeat for Oban

Oban Lorne Ladies took to 
the � eld against a strong Ayr 
side on Sunday in what would 
be the deciding game for the 
National Division 1 title.

Both teams were compet-
ing for the title going into 
the game, with Oban just 
needing one point to seal the 
competition. Despite having 
a squad of 17 players, Oban 
were a little understrength 
with prop Ellie MacNiven on 
the sidelines injured while 
backrow Ailsa MacLachlan 
and centre Kirsty Sinclair 
were both unavailable.

Big crowd
� e teams kicked o�  in front 

of a big home crowd with 
fantastic playing conditions 
for such an important game.

Ayr looked impressive in 
the opening exchanges and 
looked to spin the ball wide at 
any opportunity to get round 
a narrow Oban defence. � e 
away side took a deserved 

Ladies lose out to an impressive Ayr outfi t
lead on seven minutes with 
a well-worked try to lead 7-0. 
Oban worked hard to retain 
the ball allowing stand o�  
Lucy Stewart and powerful 
centre Erika Skofca to link up 
well and give Oban promising 
platforms to attack from.

A Skofca break from mid-
� eld was � nished well out side 
by winger Rachel MacDonald 
drawing the scores level a� er 
15 minutes at 7-7.

Oban looked strong in 
attack with good carries 
from Camilla Leslie and 
Laura McCormick but were 
struggling in defence against 
a quick Ayr side who were 
throwing the ball around 
well.

Two tries were leaked to Ayr 
in the next � ve minutes of the 
game bringing the score to 
21-7 a� er only 25 minutes of 
play.

Oban hit back shortly a� er 
with Lucy Stewart unlucky 
not to cross the line with her 
chip kick crashing back o�  
the cross bar. Luckily Oban 
retained possession and the 
ball was spun wide to the 

right wing where Liz Comer 
touched down in the corner. 
Game on.

Just as Oban responded 
and were looking like getting 
back into the match, the ball 
was gi� ed straight back to 
the visitors who scored again 
seconds from the restart. � is 
was a huge blow for Oban who 
again trailed by 14 points.

Extended
Ayr were full of con� dence 

at this stage in the match 
and extended their lead to an 
impressive 35-14 just before 
the half time break.

Oban were dealt another 
blow in the second half with 
powerful centre Erika Skofca 
being forced o�  injured 
meaning a reshu�  e to the 
backline.

� e second half was a closer 
a� air than the � rst with 
Oban exerting more pressure 
on the Ayr defence but they 
struggled to create any clear 
cut chance.

Ayr scored a further two 
tries to seal what turned into 
a comfortable win. 

Oban did push hard late on 

as two more tries would have 
sealed a losing bonus point 
that would have brought the 
league title back into Oban’s 
hands.

Oban Lorne would like to 
extend their congratulations 
to Ayr who were deserved 
winners on the day and wor-
thy of their status of National 
Division 1 winners.

Oban Lorne Ladies � nish 
the season as runners-up,  
losing out on the title by one 
point. � e Oban coaching 
team of Corrie Louw and 
Darrell Williams were dis-
appointed with their team’s 
e� orts on Sunday but were 
very proud of everything the 
side has achieved this season 
since their promotion from 
National Division 2.

� e ladies season now takes 
a break for the winter before 
re-starting next March for the 
National Cup Competitions. 
Oban Lorne will be hopeful 
of building on last season’s 
National Bowl Triumph at BT 
Murray� eld.

Green Machine
back on track
Oban Lorne were on the road 
again last weekend, this time 
travelling to Cumbernauld 
for the � rst of the second 
round of games in West 
Division 2.

� e team was looking to 
get back to winning ways 
following the disappointing 
loss away to Wigtownshire 
the previous weekend.

Playing with the strong 
sun on their backs and a bit 
of a breeze behind them in 
the � rst half, captain Iwan 
Roberts elected to receive the 
kick o� .

Big Kyle Graham gathered 
the kick superbly and went on 
a charge. A good, quick ruck 
ball was won and passed out 
the line, only for a knock on 
inside the 22 to gi�  posses-
sion to Cumbernauld. � ey 
were quick to recycle a couple 
of phases before passing the 
ball out to their dangerous 
centre who crossed for the 
� rst score of the day within 
three minutes.

� is was a wake up call for 
Oban who proceeded to work 
their way up to the other end 
of the � eld from the kick o�  

for Iwan Roberts to cruise 
over the line for a well-worked 
try. � is was converted by 
Finlay Carmichael to give 
Oban a 7-5 lead which they 
were not going to let go.

Craig Wright was next 
on the scoresheet with a 
trademark run around 
the Cumbernauld defence 
to extend Oban’s lead but  
Carmichael was unsuccessful 
with his kick from out wide.

Oban were on � re at this 
point with forwards and 
backs working really well to 
keep the ball alive and put the 
opposition on the back foot. 

Captain Roberts was next 
on the scoresheet with a 
scything run through the 
mid� eld to score behind the 
posts and give an easy con-
version for Carmichael. 19-5.

Oban were to secure 
their bonus point try a� er 
32 minutes when David 
Cameron collected a kick 
from the Cumbernauld stand 
o�  around the half way line 
and took o�  on a fantastic 
run right through the middle 
of the Cumbernauld team 
breaking a number of tackles 
on his way. 

He o�  oaded to Craig 
Wright who sped over the 
line again. � is took the 
Oban lead to 24 points to 

5. Oban were putting the 
Cumbernauld team under a 
lot of pressure and this led to 
them giving away a penalty 
inside the 22. 

With the bonus point in 
the bag already, a quick tap 
penalty was taken and Calum 
Maclachlan crashed over the 
line, the big prop relishing his 
return to action a� er serving 
a two-week suspension. 

� e second half continued 
in the same vein, with Oban 
controlling large swathes 
of the match, although the 
Cumbernauld number 8 was 
a hard man to put down and 
he along with the two centres 
were the home side’s best 
players on the day.

Steven Parr was next on the 
scoresheet for Oban, making 
his � rst start of the season on 
the wing a� er his shinty com-
mitments have � nished for 
this season. A well-worked 
try saw him speed over in the 
corner to make the score 31-5 

Young Lorne Sinclair was 
impressing again with his 
workrate around the pitch 
and support of the ball 
carrier. He was everywhere 
and into everything a real 
all-action display. He was 
rewarded with a � ne try a� er 
another great Oban break. 
� is was again converted by 

Carmichael who was having a 
great day with the boot. 

Craig Wright was to claim 
his hat-trick of tries a� er 
another lightning break from 
good turnover ball by the for-
wards. � e ball was worked 
wide for the Oban full back 
to race away and score again. 
� is is already a stellar season 
with Wright having scored 
more than 20 tries already 
and it’s not even halfway 
through the season yet.

Calum Maclachlan was 
given a yellow card with 
about 10 minutes of the game 
to go. � is was a team card 
for persistent infringements 
a� er a number of warnings 
from the referee. � e extra 
man advantage allowed 
Cumbernauld back in to the 
game and they scored two late 
tries to bring the � nal score to 
Cumbernauld 17 Oban 50.

Oban have no game this 
week with the club having a 
Rugby Force day to tidy up 
around the clubhouse. 

Oban welcome Helensburgh 
to Glencruitten on Saturday 
December 1 for the return 
match of the Argyll derby as 
Oban look to close the gap 
on league leaders Lenzie and 
Uddingston.

RUGBY
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 22, 
2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 04.48 3.8 11.02 1.0 
 17.12 4.1 23.21 0.9
Fri 05.19 4.0 11.39 0.9 
 17.46 4.2 23.58 0.7
Sat 05.52 4.0 12.19 0.8 
 18.21 4.1  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.37 0.7 06.29 4.1 
 13.03 0.9 18.59 4.0
Mon 01.20 0.7 07.10 4.0 
 13.50 1.0 19.42 3.8
Tues 02.06 0.8 07.55 3.9 
 14.42 1.1 20.30 3.6
Wed 02.56 1.0 08.46 3.7 
 15.42 1.3 21.26 3.3              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals and 
a moderate breeze 
Temperatures 
6°C to 8ºC.
Friday 
Light cloud and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Light cloud and a 
gentle breeze
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
5ºC to 8ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

9

8

7

Mattie Kelly taps in at the back post to make the score 2-0. Photographs: Derek Black.

Saints march into last 
32 of West of Scotland 
Continued from back page
the big keeper at his near post 
from the resulting corner 
kick landing his in-swinger 
from the le�  on the roof of 
the net.

� e D & K La� erty-
sponsored Oban side rounded 
o�  the scoring with � ve min-
utes le�  on referee Dempster’s 
watch when Craig MacEwan 
held his run to remain onside 
and darted through the inside 
le�  channel to reach Matthew 
Kelly’s measured through 
ball.

MacEwan raced in behind 
the Kilsyth defence and, from 
the corner of the six yard box, 
took out Derek Keough and 
Ross Whyte with a � icked 
pass along the six yard line 
presenting David Beaton 
with an open goal for his � rst 
strike of the season.

A consolation goal was the 

Oban Lorne U18s welcomed 
Marr RFC in glorious con-
ditions at Glencruitten on 
Sunday for the second meet-
ing between the sides this 
season. Oban had recorded an 
impressive 24-17 win against 
Marr in Troon earlier this 
season and were hoping for 
a repeat scoreline on Sunday 
with a strong squad available.

Despite having the long 
travel in their legs, Marr 
started the stronger of the 
two sides and dominated the  
opening exchanges to lead 7-0 
a� er 12 minutes.

Oban had their � rst period 
of pressure from the restart 
with the ball eventually 

Lorne Under 18s do the double over Marr
Oban Lorne 40
Marr 26

T4 West U18 League

reaching second row Craig 
Cook in mid� eld who showed 
o�  a lovely dummy and side-
step to � nish o�  under the 
posts. Angus Neil converted 
to tie the score at 7-7.

� e home side, buoyed by 
Cook’s try, were growing into 
the game with the forwards 
creating good ball for Sandy 
Bavington at scrum-half and 
Angus Neil at stand-o�  to 
release a dangerous backline.

Scrum
Oban took the lead on 

25 minutes with Kieron 
Morrison picking and going 
from a � ve-metre scrum and 
� nishing o�  with ease to 
make it 14-7 to Oban.

Jordan Norman came o�  the 
bench and immediately had 
an impact on the game with 
a couple of trademark pow-
erful runs putting the Marr 

defence on the back foot. 
A third run from Norman 
brought Oban’s third try of 
the a� ernoon from the centre 
extending Oban’s lead to 21-7.

Oban were playing well with 
good carries from man of the 
match Craig Cook and Alister 
Lilley putting Marr under 
pressure. 

� e home side were aided 
with the appearance of centre 
David Cameron in the second 
half who played 50 minutes 
for the 1st XV on Saturday, 
meaning he could play the 
whole second half of Sunday’s 
game.

� e lead was extended to 
28-7 early in the second half 
with Angus Neil embarking 
on a solo darting run round 
the defence to � nish o�  a great 
individual try for his side. 
Marr responded on the hour 

mark narrowing the gap to 14 
points before Angus Neil was 
on hand again � nishing o�  a 
good move out wide to score 
on the le�  wing.

 Both sides traded scores in 
the closing exchanges with 
Robert McLaughlin crossing 
for Oban while the visitors 
claimed a late consolation.

In the end it was a superb 
team performance from 
Oban with the four Lochaber 
boys impressing  as well as 
stand-out performances from 
Craig Cook and Angus Neil.

Sunday’s win li� s the team 
into third place in the league. 
Oban U18s’ next home game 
is on Saturday December 1 
as they welcome  Bishopton/ 
Cambuslang to Glencruitten. 
Kick-o�  2pm.

least the home side deserved 
to take from the match, how-
ever the Saints defence, with 
Steven MacLeod once again 
impressive at its heart, were 

in no mood to surrender a 
highly prized clean sheet and 
stood � rm for the remaining 
� ve minutes plus time added 
on for stoppages.

Kilsyth had one � nal 
chance to breach the Saints 
rearguard in the � nal minute, 
however, Grant Penman’s 
well � ighted delivery from 
the right was headed wide of 
target by James Kerr. Referee 
Dempster, who handled 
proceedings well, brought the 
encounter to an end imme-
diately on the goal kick from 
Graham Douglas con� rming 
Saints progress to the last 32 
of the competition.

Saints return to league 
business this Saturday where 
they face their biggest test of 
the season so far in the shape 
of current Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier 
Division leaders St Joseph’s 
FP. Kick o�  at Glencruitten is 
2pm. Referee Jimmy Litster.

FOOTBALL

Saints keeper Graham Douglas comes for this cross during last Saturday’s game.

YOUTH RUGBY
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INSIDE 
THIS  WEEK: 
Podium � nish for 
John McPhee in Valencia

Three second half goals see
Saints through in West Cup

Saints other goalscorers Craig MacEwan and Mattie Kelly congratulate David Beaton on netting his side’s third goal.
Match report and photographs: Derek Black.

Kilsyth  0
Oban Saints 3

West of Scotland Cup - 3rd round

Oban Saints were made to dig 
deep to book their place in 
the fourth round of the West 
of Scotland Amateur Cup at 
a windswept Kilsyth Sports 
Field last Saturday a� ernoon. 

Well-organised hosts 
Kilsyth Community FC 
Amateurs, who are � ying 
high in Division 1A of the 
Caledonian League, kept 
Saints at bay for almost an 
hour before a de� ected Craig 
MacEwan shot � nally turned 
the tie in Saints’ favour.
 Kilsyth’s front pairing 
of Peter Gribbin and Jack 
Williamson remained a 
constant threat throughout 
before close range e� orts 
from Matthew Kelly and 
David Beaton � nally made 
the tie safe for Saints.

Returned
Illness and injury kept 

Lewis Cameron and Shaun 
MacIver at home, while Craig 
MacEwan, Fraser MacFarlane 
and Ruaridh Horne returned 
to an otherwise unchanged 
travelling party from the 
Scottish Amateur Cup third 
win in Forfar two weeks 
earlier. 

Saints kicked o�  on the 
bumpy grass surface at 
Kilsyth Sports Field with a 
strong bitingly cold wind 
blowing across the park 
which would cause problems 
for both sides.

In the fourth minute, Saints 
skipper Dene Cassells con-
ceded the � rst of a number 
of free-kicks in dangerous 

positions, which on another 
day may have proved costly, 
when he clattered into the 
back of Peter Gribbin 28 
yards from goal. Peter Gri�  n 
li� ed the ball over the four 
man wall but also managed 
to clear the Saints crossbar by 
some distance.

Two minutes later at the 
other end Craig MacEwan 
turned a dangerous ball 
across the face of goal a� er 
gathering in a Jamie Graham 
throw-in from the right only 
to see Kilsyth keeper Derek 
Keough li�  the ball o�  the 
toes of James Ford at his near 
post.

� e home side launched a 
quick counter-attack in the 
eighth minute a� er breaking 
up a promising Saints move 
midway inside their own half. 

Jack Williamson raced away 
on the right and swung a deep 
cross to strike partner Peter 
Gribben who snatched a good 
chance well wide of target.

Saints were struggling to 
get behind the well organised 
Kilsyth defence and found 
themselves limited to set 
pieces which failed to trouble 
Derek Keough in the home 
goal.

Yellow card
Referee Derek Dempster of 

the Central Scottish Amateur 
Football League produced his 
only yellow card of the a� er-
noon for a badly mistimed 
tackle on James Ford by Ross 
Whyte. � ankfully Ford suf-
fered no lasting damage and 
continued a� er a quick rub 
down with Davie Buchanan’s 
magic sponge.

� e � rst half, when the 
hosts were the better of the 
two sides, ended with Dene 
Cassells forced to concede 
a corner kick from another 
quick break and the Saints 
skipper headed clear under 
pressure from opposite num-
ber Peter Gri�  n.

Saints started the second 
half with an improved sense 
of purpose with Donald 
Campbell sending a tempting 
ball across the Kilsyth box 
which unfortunately bisected 
the runs of Craig MacEwan 
and David Beaton.

� e deadlock was broken in 
the 58th minute when a goal 
bound Craig MacEwan shot 
from the edge of the box took 
a massive de� ection which 
le�  Derek Keough � at footed 
and saw the ball nestle neatly 

in the bottom corner of the 
Kilsyth net.

Saints almost doubled their 
advantage 60 seconds later 
when Scott Maitland and 
Donald Campbell combined 
well on the le�  for Donald to 
� re a dangerous ball across 
the six yard box which nar-
rowly evaded David Beaton 
coming in at the back post.

A loud 59th minute appeal 
for o� side from the Saints 
defence was ignored by 
referee Dempster with Jamie 
Graham arriving with a 
perfectly timed sliding inter-
ception to deny Peter Gribben 
a clear strike on goal at the 
expense of a corner kick.

Kilsyth ga� er Gary 
Meechan made the � rst of 

his two changes on the hour 
mark sending on new signing 
David McWilliams to replace 
Tony Donachie. Saints 
co-manager Willie Gemmell 
responded four minutes later 
with his only change of the af-
ternoon continuing Matthew 
Kelly’s injury rehabilitation 
with another short appear-
ance at the expense of Daniel 
Croarkin.

Revenge
As the hosts committed 

more men forward, it was 
Saints turn to hit on the 
counter with David Beaton 
winning a free-kick a� er 
being hauled down by Kyle 
Brown. Beaton exacted his 
revenge with a delivery into 
the box which Dene Cassells 
helped on to Craig MacEwan 
arriving at the back post. 
MacEwan’s cushioned le�  
foot ball across the face of 
goal had Derek Keough 
scrambling across his line but 
not quickly enough to prevent 
Matthew Kelly from tapping 
in from close range a� er an 
excellent late run from the 
edge of the centre circle.

At the other end, Kilsyth 
keeper Derek Keough pro-
duced an excellent reaction 
save to deny Craig MacEwan 
throwing up a strong right 
hand to push MacEwan’s 
le�  foot volley from a David 
Beaton right wing cross over 
the bar.

Beaton almost caught out 
Continued on page 55
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Lochaber organisations helping 
those in � nancial hardship say 
problems with the controversial 
new Universal Credit (UC) are 
making things much worse.

Lochaber Foodbank says it 
is faced with an ever-growing 
number of people in need due to 
di�  culties with the new bene� t 
regime, while Lochaber Citizens 
Advice Bureau says UC problems 
are now the second biggest area 
of work for its sta� .

� eir comments come a� er the 
Lochaber Times was contacted 
by a Fort William family who 
said they had no UC money for 
nine weeks.

� e couple, who have a 
one-year-old child and have 
another on the way, said their 
situation had seen them forced 
to turn to Lochaber Foodbank 
for help three times recently 
for everything from food and 
nappies to coal.

‘We’ve had no money for food 
or electricity and the past three 
weeks have seen us living o�  
the foodbank,’ the man told the 
Lochaber Times.

Lochaber Foodbank manager 
Alex McConachie says this 
particular family’s situation is 
just one case of many families in 
similar situations.

‘It’s heartbreaking. We are 
seeing more and more people 
needing our help because of 
problems with Universal Credit.  
It’s unreal,’ said Mr McConachie.

‘And it’s only going to get worse 
this month with some businesses 
closing for the winter. � at 
means more people signing on 
to Universal Credit and they’re 
going to have to wait � ve or six 
weeks before they get any money.’

� e Fort resident who spoke to 
the Lochaber Times explained 
that, a� er signing on for the ben-
e� t in April, everything worked 
relatively smoothly. 

‘I had some seasonal work that 
� nished at the end of August,’ 
he  explained. ‘� e problem with 
Universal Credit started a� er 
that when Her Majesty’s Revenue 
and Customs (HMRC) passed 
our information to Universal 
Credit. � ey said they were 
choosing to adjust the informa-
tion, despite HMRC telling them 
it was correct. We really don’t 
know what to do next. � ere’s 

not been a lot of work available 
and the weather is getting colder.’

Stephen Marshall, manager 
of Lochaber Citizens Advice 
Bureau, said Universal Credit 
problems were now the second 
biggest area of work for his sta� .

‘� e complexity of the whole 
thing means it is not accessible to 
the people who need it most. � e 
online claiming element makes 
it very di�  cult and the initial 
delay in payments causes prob-
lems with rent arrears,’ said Mr 
Marshall. ‘And as an agency that 
issues foodbank vouchers, we 
have seen the demand for these 
rise massively since the start of 
Universal Credit.’

Highland Council’s Lochaber 
Area Committee recently heard 
that Universal Credit continued 
to be what council o�  cials called  
a ‘signi� cant contributory factor’ 
in rent arrears and that this 
would only worsen.

Local MP Ian Blackford says 
UC has been a disaster since its 
roll-out began: ‘� e evidence 
and human cost has been piling 
up for some time. � e roll-out of 
Universal Credit must be halted 
until all the many problems can 
be � xed. � ere is no alternative.’

Universal Credit woes hit 
Lochaber families hard

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Fort William Wheeled Sports Society well and truly slayed the Dragons, 
winning the £10,000 prize during Lochaber Ideas Week for its plans to build 
a mountain bike pump track in the town. Pictured are Nina Cameron, Gregor 
Muir, Fraser Clark, Corry Muir and Aidan Beltronas, who picked up the cheque 
on the night. For full story, turn to page eight. Photograph: Iain Ferguson. 

Fort youngsters slay Dragons

WIN
A pair of tickets 
to see Hipsway at 
the Corran Halls - 
see page 29
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The children at St Bride’s Nursery in North Ballachulish managed to raise the brilliant 
sum of £51 for this year’s Children in Need by holding a teddy bears’ picnic and 
treasure hunt.

With only two days until the 
11th annual Rotary Club of 
Lochaber Christmas Festival 
opens its doors in the Nevis 
Centre, the winners of its 
‘Little Elves’ competition 
and the names of the acts 
performing at the all-day 
Buskers’ Corner have been 
announced.

Topping the Lochaber 
Times’s Christmas card mes-
sage competition are Aine 
MacPhie, six, from Mallaig 
Primary, and David Rodgers, 
nine, from the Gaelic Primary 
in Caol.

David’s teacher John Joe 
MacNeil described David’s 
win as ‘fantastic news’ and 
Aine’s mum Dawn said that 
her daughter was ‘over the 
moon and so excited’.

David and Aine will ride on 
Santa’s sleigh, pulled by the 
Cairngorm reindeer, from 
Cameron Square to the Nevis 
Centre, leaving at 11am.

� e winners were selected 
by Jodie Ferguson and 
Mairi Sandison of Ferguson 
Transport & Shipping, which 
funded the entire cost of 
bringing the reindeer and 
sleigh to Fort William.

A packed programme of 
performances by local musi-
cians has also been arranged. 

Rotary past-president David 
� omson, a musician himself, 
has co-ordinated the event. 

He told us: ‘It is a good, 
varied and very entertaining 
line-up. It will add to the 
range of activities at the festi-
val making for a great family 
day out.’

Fort gets set for Rotary 
Christmas festival

Rotary poetry judges 
Jodie Ferguson and Mairi 
Sandison.

Local youngsters did their 
bit for this year’s Children 
in Need appeal, with the 
BBC’s annual fundraiser on 
Friday garnering a record 
UK nationwide total of more 
than £50 million.

Pupils at St Columba’s 
Primary in Caol raised a 
fantastic £455.05, while 
those at Lundavra raked in 
a superb £231 from their 
events.

Pupils at Caol Primary 
collected an amazing £330, 
while Banavie Primary’s 
‘dress down day’ raised a 
brilliant £355.52

Other primary schools 
holding events for Children 
in Need included Inverlochy 
and Strontian.

Lochaber pupils 
do their bit for 
Pudsey appeal

Pupils at Caol, St 
Columba’s, Banavie and 
Inverlochy primary schools 
enjoyed Children in Need 
activities. 
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.

photos
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HIE says there is ‘considerable interest’ in centre

� e Underwater Centre in 
Fort William has attracted 
‘considerable interest’, 
according to Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE), af-
ter the develpment agency has 
laid out a new vision to help 
� nd a buyer for the centre.

� e move follows the clo-
sure of the subsea training fa-
cility on Loch Linnhe, which 
entered administration last 
month.

HIE has been leading e� orts 
to build on the area’s reputa-
tion for subsea training and 
testing services and the as-
sociated economic activities 
locally.

� e agency has now 
developed a ‘concept for 
industry’ with support from 

the Scottish Government, 
Scottish Enterprise, the 
Scottish Funding Council 
and industry bodies.

� is is now being dissemi-
nated among industry body 
members for the considera-
tion of potential investors. 

Its aim is to help the 
successful bidder establish a 

commercially viable business 
that serves the oil and gas, 
o� shore renewables, aqua-
culture, defence and other 
subsea sectors.

Audrey MacIver, HIE’s 
director of energy and low 
carbon, said: ‘A world-class 
facility that meets the chang-
ing and future requirements 

of industries would build on 
the foundations and reputa-
tion the area has, thanks to 
� e Underwater Centre. Not 
surprisingly, there appears 
to be a lot of interest in the 
centre’s assets.

‘We are now able to present 
potential investors with the 
concept for a subsea campus. 
� is would have strong links 
across industry, academia 
and the public sector in a 
way that meets the changing 
needs of the subsea sectors.’

A key feature of the concept 
is collaboration, with strong 
links between industry, aca-
demia and the public sector 
to accelerate and reduce the 
overall costs of essential 
testing, trialling and demon-
stration activities.

Neil Gordon, chief execu-
tive of Subsea UK, welcomed 

HIE’s announcement and 
said the importance of � e 
Underwater Centre to the 
North Sea, as one of only two 
in the world which provides 
closed bell diver training, 
‘cannot be underestimated’.

He added: ‘We hope that 
this concept and the consid-
erable interest from private 
� rms can be turned into a 
sustainable underwater cam-
pus which will continue to 
provide the highest standards 
of training and test facilities, 
vital to safe and e� ective 
underwater operations in oil 
and gas, o� shore renewables, 
defence and ocean science.’

New vision for Fort 
William dive school

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

SIMEC, part of Sanjeev 
Gupta’s  GFG Alliance which 
bought the aluminium smelt-
er in Fort William,  says an 
amendment to Scottish legis-
lation will unlock a signi� cant 
investment programme  to 
upgrade its Kinlochleven 
hydro power station, writes 
Mark Entwistle.

SIMEC is one of the � rst 
power generation businesses 
to commit to new investment 
following the amendment 
to the Renewable Obligation 
order. � e ruling  amends 
the legislation which will 
allow the Kinlochleven plant 
to produce more than the 19.5 
megawatts (MW) of power 
for which it is accredited.

When the Kinlochleven 
hydro station entered the 
Renewable Obligation in 
2002,  work was undertaken 
to restrict the station output 
so that it could not generate 
more than 19.5 MW in order 
to comply with Renewable 
Order legislation in force at 
that time.

� e Scottish  Renewable 
Obligation  amendment 
means the power station 
can now be upgraded so its 
maximum capacity increases 

from 19.5 MW to up to 27.5 
MW. But as the company 
only receives support for gen-
eration up to  19.5 MW, the 
extra renewable energy 
unlocked by the upgrade will 
be produced without subsidy 
and therefore at no extra cost 
to the consumer.

GFG Alliance says the up-
grade is essential to its vision 
to further develop the 114,000 
acres of Lochaber estate lands 
that came with the purchase 
of the smelter for the bene� t 
of the regional economy and 
communities.

Alongside the Glenshero 
wind farm project and river 
hydro schemes, the enhance-
ment and expansion of exist-
ing hydro power production 
will deliver the additional 
low-carbon power GFG needs 
to support its own industrial 
growth in the Highlands and 
says it will also support the 
wider economy and new local 
businesses.

� e upgrade works will 
include substantial refurbish-
ments to the infrastructure 
that collects and controls 
water � ows in-between 
the Blackwater reservoir and 
the powerhouse, along-

side  modi� cations  to the 
turbines themselves.

Jay Hambro, chief executive 
of SIMEC Energy and chief 
investment o�  cer of the GFG 
Alliance, said the change 
means it will be possible to 
generate over 40 per cent 
more clean green power at no 
cost to the consumer.

‘� e development of 
Kinlochleven and the invest-
ment that goes along with it 
will unlock additional local 
jobs and bene� ts to the local 
economy during the con-
struction phase and secure 
more economic growth by 
powering local industries 
going forward,’ he said.

‘We applaud Scottish 
Government’s amendment 
to the Renewables Obligation 
and we are grateful to the 
First Minister and to Minister 
for Energy Paul Wheelhouse 
and his team for their work 
and vision in making this a 
reality.’ 

SIMEC welcomes boost for 
Kinlochleven hydro scheme

� nd us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com 

lochabertimes

A� er months of consul-
tation and speculation, a 
new timetable for the Fort 
William to Kinlochleven 
bus service has been agreed, 
with the last bus now 
leaving an hour later than 
originally planned.

Changes made earlier this 
year to the South Lochaber 
service, operated by Shiel 
Buses under contract to 
Highland Council, meant 
the last bus leaving Fort 
William had been removed 
and the bus prior to that has 
been changed from 8.40pm 
to the earlier time of 8pm.

However, a� er several 
meetings and consultation 
with bus users, the late bus 
on the N44 service will now 
run at 9pm, e� ective from 
this week.

Councillor Niall MacLean, 
who campaigned against 
the original changes, 
thanked bus users for the 
feedback given and said 
it ‘helped to make these 
changes happen for our 
community’.

Kinlochleven 
late bus 
time agreed

The subsea training 
facility went into 
administration in October.



Caol youngster Josh 
MacGillivray put his cycling 
skills to good use when he 
braved cold weather to cover 
44 miles and raise more than 
£482 for Cancer Research.

Lochaber High School pupil 
Josh, 12, lost his mum Sarah 
O’Brien to cancer last August 
when she was aged just 31 and 
Josh got on his bike at the end 
of October in her memory.

Sarah and her family had 
been living in Dalmuir, 
although regular holidays and 
visits to Caol meant Josh knew 
the area well, before coming 
to live with his Gran, Sheena 
MacGillvray,  three years ago.

With a positive attitude, 
Josh, who has a younger 
brother and sister, wanted to 
recognise his mum’s battle 
with the illness and raise 
money for Cancer Research.

So as a keen biker, who reg-
ularly cycles to Torcastle with 
his Grandpa Brian Dunlop,   
he took up the challenge of a 
sponsored cycle from Caol to 
Laggan Locks and back.

Lochaber Times
Thursday 22 November 20184 NEWS

LT

Sta�  from the Co-op in Ballachulish 
climbed Ben Nevis to raise funds for the 
local nursery’s outdoor area. 

� e sponsored event raised £851 which 
will help fund the purchase of two trikes, 
a ‘tu� ’ tray and planting boxes for the 
nursery garden.

� ree Co-op sta�  - manager Neil 

Cameron, team leader Laura MacMorran 
and assistant Mikayla Cameron - who all 
took part in the climb, are pictured with 
children from the nursery.

� e Co-op has strong links with 
Ballachulish Primary School and Nursery 
and over the past four-and-half years it has 
raised more than £3,000 for the youngsters.

Co-op climb raises nursery cash

Caol’s Josh raises £482 
in mum’s memory

Josh and his Grandpa took 
to their bikes for a fantastic 
charity cycling challenge. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Final meeting of 
WI federation

Lochaber 
Transport Forum

The � nal meeting of the 
Lochaber Federation of 
Scottish Women’s Institutes 
took place on Saturday 
November 3.

To mark the occasion, a 
tea party was held in St 
Andrew’s church hall. 

This was well-attended 
by former and current 
members. 

The federation is unable to 
continue because of falling 
numbers, but individual 
institutes will join other 
federations and continue 
meeting.

At a recent meeting of 
Lochaber Transport Forum, 
it was reported Transport 
Scotland has agreed to 
add the short length of 
pavement missing alongside 
the new road layout by Aldi’s 
supermarket.

Details were also given 
about the Living Streets 
campaign which is high-
lighting the need to keep 
pavements clear and safe 
and encourage walking – 
www.livingstreets.org.uk 

On a bright, cold Sunday at 
the end of October, Josh set 
o�  with his Grandpa, heading 
up the canal to Clunes, then 
o�  along forestry tracks to 
his destination, stopping for 

a picnic before heading back. 
Josh completed the course 
in nine hours and was heard 
to comment when the lights 
of Caol appeared before him 
as dusk fell   ‘Ah, mission 
accomplished’.

Josh’s e� orts paid o�  as he 
raised £482.46 from the spon-
sor sheets he had distributed 
and other donations.

Josh commented: ‘It was 
really cold, but not too bad 
and I’m glad I managed to 
complete it.  

‘I would like to thank every-
one who helped by supporting 
me’.

Josh is already planning 
more fundraising activities, 
including a parachute jump, 
and ultimately climbing 
Mount Everest, although as 
his Gran suggested, he should 
perhaps start with Ben Nevis!
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by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Two community groups met 
earlier this month to try to 
end a bitter dispute over com-
munity bene� t being paid 
from hydro power schemes 
along Loch Arkaig.

� e Lochaber Times has 
previously reported on the 
row which � ared up between 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council and the ABC Group 
(Achnacarry, Bunarkaig 
and Clues) over the £20,000 
per year in community 
bene� t being paid to the ABC 
Group by Green Highland 
Renewables (GHR).

Chairman John 
Fotheringham and his fellow 
community councillors 
felt the payments from 
GHR – now taken over and 
rebranded as SIMEC GHR – 
which were negotiated by the 
ABC Group, should rightfully 
have come to the community 
council for disbursement 
locally as the elected body 
representing the area.

Mr Fothering had vented 
his frustration that what he 
said was an agreement with 
a previous chairman of the 
ABC Group to hand over the 
cash to the community coun-
cil was now being ignored.

� e dispute led to the resig-
nation of Councillor Sandy 
Edmond, who as well as being 
a community councillor is 
also a trustee of the ABC 
Group, amid accusations of 
con� ict of interest.

Asked for his view at the 
time, Liam McLoone, ABC 
Group chairman, told the 
Lochaber Times the group 

Loch Arkaig 
hydro cash 
talks generate 
no resolution

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry chairman John 
Fotheringham. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Glen Mor plays part in ‘innovative’ scheme
Specialist pharmacists based 
in rural GP practices could 
dramatically help improve 
the well-being of patients 
with mental health issues, 
according to the results of 
a year-long pilot involving 
Glen Mor Practice in Fort 
William.

A quarter of the 75 patients 
involved exhibited signs of 
severe depression and just 
under half exhibited severe 
anxiety but by the end of 
the pilot almost half of the 
patients showed signi� cant 
improvements, with levels of 
depression and anxiety re-

duced by 50 per cent or more 
since the initial consultation.

Pharmacist Liz Buist said 
it was great to share this 
‘innovative use of sta�  in 
NHS Highland’ which proves 
pharmacist independent pre-
scribers make a di� erence to 
patients’ mental healthcare.

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk
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Voting for the MG Alba Scots 
Trad Music Awards comes to 
an end tomorrow (November 
23) and as always, excitement 
is building for the awards 
night, which this year will 
take place in Perth Concert 
Hall on Saturday  December 1.  

The winners will be an-
nounced live on the night and 
as with each event since 2008 
it will be broadcast live on 
BBC Alba.

Since 2003, when the fi rst 
‘Trads’ took place, these 
awards have been a major 
event in the traditional music 
world and over that time, their 
existence has done a lot to 
raise the profi le of the scene.

There is no doubt the com-
petition element doesn’t sit 
too comfortably against the 
backdrop of co-operation and 
camaraderie that exists on the 
scene. 

However, it is recognised 
by all that while it is exciting 
and benefi cial to be nominated 
and win in a given category, 
it is the effect on the overall 
industry that is important.

Luckily, over the years 
Skipinnish have been nomi-

nated in various categories in 
our different guises and were 
delighted to win a few times.  

The process of being voted 
for was always good fun and 
being named a winner was 
very gratifying but never 
taken too seriously. 

The pressure of canvassing 
for votes is off our shoulders 
this year as we’ve not been 
nominated for anything but it 
is still exciting to view the cat-
egories, to vote and to ponder 
who might win. 

The music scene in Scotland 
has grown vastly since the 
fi rst awards event and this can 
be seen in the number of new 
bands and artists who appear 
in the categories this year 
along with many old stalwarts.  

This mix of old and new fac-
es is one of the most enjoyable 
aspects of the awards night 
with everyone coming togeth-
er for a night in one place. 

This is one of the great at-
tributes of the entire project – 
bringing so many in the music 
world together for a night of 
celebration.

There are 17 categories 
covering nearly all aspects of 

traditional music and I would 
urge readers to vote and by 
doing so help to continue to 
enhance the presence of this 
important endeavour.

From Music Tutor of the 
Year to Community Project 
of the Year, the awards cover 
a vast area of the industry and 
are important in giving ac-
knowledgement to many who 
do vital ‘behind the scenes’ 
and volunteer work.

The general public is also 
welcome to attend the awards 
night and with some top 
entertainment throughout in 
an excellent venue, this is well 
worth going to.  

Playing on the night be-
tween awards will be Eabhal, 
Mànran, Karine Polwart, The 
Gordon Duncan Experience, 
Croft No 5, Hannah Rarity, 
Kannaris and more yet to be 
announced.

would not give up the cash 
or hand over any future 
payments.

And Mr McLoone and Mr 
Edmond were both present at 
this month’s meeting of the 
community council, which 
went into a private session at 
the conclusion of the public 
session to discuss the matter.

� e o�  cial minutes of 
the community council 
meeting record that com-
munity councillors ‘found 
the response and subsequent 
actions of the trustees of the 
ABC Community Group 
SCIO [Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation] 
entirely unbelievable’.

And the minutes contin-
ued: ‘Without access to the 
agreements we may struggle 
to secure any of the funding, 
but GHR’s takeover might 
o� er us an opportunity to 
persuade SIMEC GHR to 
vary the terms.’

It was agreed the council 
circulate the relevant corre-

spondence to developers and 
seek information about the 
negotiations and agreement.

Mr Fotheringham remind-
ed everyone present that they 
had been elected to serve 
the whole community and 
steps had been introduced to 
ensure standing orders recog-
nised any con� ict of interest.

‘We will alert public 
agencies to ensure we are 
recognised as the sole elected 
organisation representing 
our communities,’ stated the 
community council in the 
minutes.

Asked if he wished to 
comment on either the 
minutes or the meeting itself, 
Mr McLoone felt there was 
nothing to add to what had 
already been said on behalf of 
the ABC Group.

At its meeting in October, 
the ABC Group had decided 
that, following its previous 
comments on the matter, no 
further action was required 
on its part.

Facial Aesthetics  
& Rejuvenation in Oban

Call us on 01631 563006
Still time to book in before Christmas!

Located at Mydentist, Shore Street, PA34 4LQ Oban. Offer valid till 31st December 2018

Anti wrinkle 
treatment 
from £150

Fillers from 
£200

FREE  
consultation

10%  
discount available 

with a cut-out 
of this advert

all treatment carried out by a licensed dental surgeon
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z Nevis Radio is hosting 
the Christmas Gathering 
in Fort William tomorrow, 
Friday November 23, in 
Cameron Square. From 
5.45pm until 8.30pm there 
will be live music, late 
night shopping, Santa’s 
Grotto and more, with the 
Christmas lights switch on 
at 6pm.

z A beetle drive is being 
held on Friday November 23 
in Nether Lochaber Village 
hall, 6.30pm for 7pm, to 
raise money for Nether 
Lochaber senior citizens.

z Fort William and District 
branch of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland is holding 
a potted sports evening in 
Sunny’s Bar at 7pm today, 
Thursday November 22.

z Santa’s Sleigh and 
Cairngorm Reindeer Parade 
will take place on Saturday 
November 24 from 11am 
at Cameron Square, Fort 
William, and on to the Nevis 
Centre.

z Lochaber Rotary Club’s 
Christmas Festival will be 
held at the Nevis Centre this 
Saturday from 9.30am to 
4.30pm where there will be 
a craft and food producers 

fair, buskers corner, bouncy 
castle and Santa’s Grotto.

z Kilmallie Community 
Centre is holding a grand 
ceilidh in aid of Bun-Sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Loch Abar and 
the community centre on 
Saturday November 24. The 
event runs from 7.30pm till 
11.30pm with music by a 
range of artists including 
the Bruce Lindsay Scottish 
Dance Band, Edinburgh 
Postal Pipe Band and singers 
Norman MacKinnon, Donald 
Angie Matheson, Ruaridh 
Grey and Joyce Wright. 
Admission £8.

z Fort William board mania 
has four more games days 
planned before Christmas at 
the LAD Cafe in Caol. These 
are on Sunday November 
25, Sunday December 9 and 
Sunday 16 from 2-4pm each 
day. This is a children’s table 
top games club, with lots of 
old and new games to try. 
Entry is £2 per child with a 
responsible adult staying 
and participating.

z Lochaber Piping 
Society’s AGM will be held 
on Monday November 26 
at 7.30pm in The Alexandria 
Hotel, Fort William.

z Fort William Photograph-
ic Society’s next meeting 
is on Tuesday November 
27 at 7pm in the Salvation 
Army hall.  Bring photos 
you would like to discuss, 
improve and analyse, or 
any camera queries.  New 
members welcome.

z Ballachulish Hall will 
host its popular Christmas 
Market and Santa’s Grotto 
on Sunday November 25, 
from noon till 4pm. There 
will be lots of ideas for great 
stocking �llers and presents. 
Entry is free to the market 
and £2 for Santa’s Grotto. 
Donations on the day will 
go towards the Royal British 
Legion.

z Nether Lochaber 
Community Association 
will hold its �rst AGM on 
Tuesday November 27 at 
7pm in the village hall.

z Lochaber Foodbank will 
hold its annual collection 
in Tesco, Fort William, on 
Thursday November 29, 
Friday November 30 and 
Saturday December 1, 
from 10am till 4pm each 
day. All food and money 
collected stays in the area.
communities.

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

�ree local youngsters 
did the honours on Friday 
when they switched on the 
Kilmallie Christmas lights at 
Corpach.

Merry Wells, a primary 
three pupil at Banavie 
Primary School; Kyle 
Mackintosh, primary two at 
St Columba’s primary, and 

Freja Neilson of the Gaelic 
Primary School got a cheer 
as they turned on the lights 
for 2018.

�e event raised £364.75 
for the local Star for Harris 
charity.

�e money will go towards 
funding a Christmas cele-
bration for oncology patients 

in Edinburgh. Morrisons 
supermarket in Fort William 
donated drinks and snacks 
and people also contributed 
homebaking.

Photographs: Abrightside 

Photography.

Trio do the honours for         Kilmallie festive lights
Merry, Kyle and Freja switch on the 
Kilmallie Christmas lights at Corpach 
on Friday.

As autumn fades into winter 
and the weather in Lochaber 
becomes even more unpre-
dictable, a local ski centre has 
taken a bold step to try and 
guarantee snow conditions.

Glencoe ski resort is set to 
o�er a guaranteed opening 
and closing date for the ski 
season a�er securing funding 
for new snow making equip-
ment from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE).

HIE has awarded the 
operator,  Glencoe  Mountain 
Limited (GML), £140,000 
towards the £350,000 costs of 
acquiring the equipment from 
Italian �rm TechnoAlpin.

Having the machines in 
place permanently will 
guarantee a start date to the 
ski-ing season and  will give 
continuous cover over part 
of the hill, bene�ting the 
business and safeguarding 
employment over the entire 
season.

Andy Meldrum, from GML, 
said: ‘It’s incredibly exciting 
to be making snow even 
when it’s lashing down with 
rain knowing that for the 

Let it snow,
let it snow...

The new snow machines at 
Glencoe will guarantee snow 
cover during warmer spells. 

�rst time in Scottish ski-ing 
we can guarantee what day 
we open (December 1) and 
what day we will close for the 
season (May 6).

‘�e value of this cannot be 
underestimated not only for 
our customers and the local 
economy as it will give visitors 
more con�dence in planning 
trips and will provide huge 

bene�ts for our business and 
the local economy. We are 
extremely grateful to HIE and 
all our customers and local 
businesses who have helped 
make this possible.’

�e project is part of a wider 
programme by GML which 
includes the development 
of additional visitor accom-
modation, online ticketing 

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU
Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY
Tel: 01343 545315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG
Tel: 01847 894956Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk www.cairngormgroup.co.uk
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Trio do the honours for         Kilmallie festive lights

Carol singers were in �ne voice on the evening, top, and more than £360 was raised 
for Star for Harris charity, not least thanks to the delicious home baking.

let it snow, 
at Glencoe

An example 
of snow 
made by 
the new 
machines. 

and ski hire which help to 
develop  Glencoe  as an all- 
year-round attraction.

HIE has worked with GML 
for nine years and has sup-
ported investments in plant, 
equipment, infrastructure, 
marketing, strategy develop-
ment, and digital advice. 

It has also supported trials 
of the technology at three 
Scottish ski centres last sea-
son with positive results.

Volunteers from Friends 
of Nevis took part in their 
autumn litter pick up in 
Glen Nevis last Sunday af-
ternoon, collecting all sorts 
of rubbish found scattered 
around the picturesque 
landscape. 

Organiser Joy Biggin said: 
‘Many thanks to all of the 

volunteers who took part, 
including some from the 
curling club.  

‘Also thanks to Ben Nevis 
Highland Centre for again 
supporting the event.’

To �nd out about details 
of future events visit the 
website  friendsofnevis.
co.uk or email info@friend-

sofnevis.co.uk or telephone 
the Nevis Landscape 
Partnership o�ce on 01397 
701088.

Autumn litter pick up in glen

Litter picking with Friends of Glen Nevis is not all about tidying up the great 
outdoors but also sitting down for co�ee, shortbread and a chat in the Ben Nevis 
Highland Centre before and after the event. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Alison Gainsford, HIE’s 
head of business growth, said: 
‘Last year’s trial of snow mak-
ing technology at the centre 
was very successful, with very 
positive results. 

‘It will make a huge di�er-
ence to customer con�dence 
and visitor experience. 
Importantly it will also make 
the business more sustainable 
and provide job security for 
employees. 

‘Our investment means 
GML has been able to install 
the equipment sooner than 
would be the case otherwise 
and the facility is already up 
and running with snow being 
produced at the top of the hill.  

‘I am delighted we are able 
to support this investment 
and look forward to seeing 
the bene�ts to the company 
and to its customers over this 
season.’
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Fort William Wheeled Sports 
Society is celebrating a� er 
riding out of the Dragons’ 
Glen with £10,000, writes 
Neill Bo Finlayson.

� e event, based on the hit 
TV show Dragons’ Den, pro-
vided an evening of nail-bit-
ing drama for the packed 
crowd at Ben Nevis distillery 
last Wednesday.

For the � rst time, the au-
dience was given a People’s 
Choice vote.

A� er the � ve entrants  
pitched their business idea, 
the audience and ‘dragons’ 
chose Fort William Wheeled 
Sports Society as the winner 
and they  received their 
£10,000 cheque from the 
West Coast Communities 
Growth Trust.

� e grant will go towards 
the society’s plans to build a 
mountain bike pump track in 

Fort bikers scoop 
£10,000 cash prize 

Winners, left to right, Aidan Beltronas, Gregor Muir, Fraser 
Clark, Corry Muir and Nina Cameron. Photograph: Iain Ferguson. 

Fort William Wheeled Sports Society impress Dragons

Lochaber Ideas Week once 
again provided a packed 
week of inspirational talks 
and workshops as Fort 
William was buzzing with 
daily events.

Bringing the business and 
wider community together, 
1,000 people took part 
in events from Monday 
November 12 to Friday 
November 16.

Around Lochaber in 
80 Tables, the popular 
speed-networking event, 
sponsored by the Lochaber 
Times, was its usual fast, 
friendly and frantic self with 
lots of new faces taking part  
this year.

� ere were three profes-
sional development seminars 
throughout the week focused 
on business creativity, social 
media and tourism. A well-at-

tended ‘mental wellness in 
business’ presentation and 
motivational talk was includ-
ed. � e week was rounded o�  
in style with the Ideas Week 
Gala Dinner, sponsored by 
RA Clement Associates, the 
largest accountancy � rm in 
the west highlands. 

� e a� er-dinner speaker 
at the sell-out evening was 
the hugely successful tech 
entrepreneur and angel 
investor Dale Murray, who 
spoke about the importance 
of getting more women into 
senior positions in business.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce said its Ideas 
Week team has already 
started planning for 2019 and 
cannot wait to bring even 
more exciting and inspiring 
events to Lochaber next 
November.

Ideas Week inspires 
Lochaber once again

The top 
table at 
the Ideas 
Week Gala 
Dinner. 
Photograph: Iain 
Ferguson.

the centre of Fort William for 
the use of young bikers in the 
area.

Led by local dentist and 
mountain bike enthusiast 
Gregor Muir, the team made 
an impassioned pitch on the 
importance of biking areas 
in the town and its role in 
getting more youngsters 
involved in outdoor sports.

� e dragons,  Angus 
MacDonald, Emma Parton, 
Andy Meldrum and Ali 
MacLeod, congratulated the 
group on its excellent pitch.

Now in its � � h year, the 
event, sponsored this year by 
Twin Deer Law, invites bud-
ding entrepreneurs  to enter 
the Dragons’ Glen in a bid to 
win £10,000 cash from  West 
Coast Communities Growth 
Trust administered by 
Foundation Scotland for their 
business idea.

Dragons’ Glen shortlisted 
entries are as follows: � e 
Emporium of Worldly 
Goods; � e Highland 

Angling Experience; 
Highland Electric Car Hire; 
Lochaber Cra�  Brewing and 
Distilling Ltd.

Did you know that since opening our doors in 2003, Lochaber 
Women’s Aid have given support and advice to over 900 wom-
en and 300 children and young people?

� is year, we celebrate 15 years of o� ering specialist support 
for domestic abuse. To mark the anniversary, we are hosting a 
celebratory event. 

“It is important for us to remember the history of women’s 
aid in Lochaber” said Karen MacInnes, Chair of Lochaber 
Women’s Aid. “� ese events are crucial as it’s important to 
remind ourselves how far we’ve come. If we don’t remember 
how far we’ve come, we may lose our future direction”.

Over the past 15 years, there have been many people who 
have supported Lochaber Women’s Aid. We want to say ‘thank 
you’ to those who have worked alongside us as we celebrate our 
service.

As well as being open to the general public, we would like to 
extend an invitation to everyone who has previously been in-
volved in the service in any way over the past 15 years to come 
along, enjoy the exhibition and enjoy some celebratory cake.

Despite the numbers previously supported, there are still 
many people in Lochaber, who do not understand the causes 
and e� ects of domestic abuse. More importantly, they do not 
realise that they can access specialist support and advice in 
Lochaber.

� is event, which is free to attend, will be of interest to any-
one in Lochaber whose work involves the support of vulnerable 
women and children and also to members of the public who 
would like to � nd out more about our work.

� ere will be lots going o�  throughout the a� ernoon. As 
well as the exhibition about our past and current work, there 
will also be three sessions with guest speakers when women 
can come along and � nd out about our future support and 
the measures that are available to protect and support women 
during the legal process.

Another feature of the a� ernoon will be the launch of a new 
‘Friends of Lochaber Women’s Aid’ scheme, which will o� er 
members of the public the opportunity to join with us and 
support our fundraising. 

“Ironically, this celebratory year has seen a reduction in 
public funding for Lochaber Women’s Aid. � is has forced a 
cut to service delivery and means we need to seek new funding 
to sustain our service. We are looking to enlist the help of 
members of the community with our fundraising activities” 
said Lorraine Revitt, Service Manager.

If you would like more information about the event or 
becoming a ‘Friend of Lochaber Women’s Aid’, please 

contact us on 01397 705734 
or visit the website www.lochaberwomensaid.org.

15 Years of Lochaber Women’s Aid

Event Programme
12-6pm Friday 30th November 

Duncansburgh New Hall, Fort William

12pm
Opening by Kate Forbes MSP

12.30pm
Browse the exhibition and enjoy refreshments 

13.30pm
What will the Domestic Abuse Bill 

mean in practice – Q&A

3.30pm
Legal Measures to support women – Q&A

5.00pm
Support & Protection Measures – Q&A

You’re invited to 
celebrate 15 years of 

Lochaber 
Women’s Aid

Invitation
�

ADVERTISING FEATURE



Lochaber  Times
Thursday 22 November 2018 NEWS  9

LT

Known to many as the original 
‘spin doctor’ and famed for his 
role as Tony Blair’s right-hand 
man at Downing Street, 
Alastair Campbell showed his 
lighter side in front of almost 
300 people at Lochaber High 
School last week as he deliv-
ered a refreshingly frank and 
honest speech about mental 
health and addiction for 
this year’s Charles Kennedy 
Memorial Lecture.

A close friend of the late 
Charles Kennedy during their 
time in front line UK politics, 
Alastair has been living a 
slightly quieter life since 
escaping the media limelight  
and now spends most of his 
time writing books, starring 
in documentaries and making 
an occasional appearance on 
political panel shows.

Yorkshire-born with 

Scottish parents, the former 
political aide, whose own 
problems with alcohol have 
been well documented, had 
a uniquely tight bond with 
Charles Kennedy, who he said 
was his ‘closest non-Labour 
friend in politics’.

By Alastair’s own admit-
tance, the strength of his 
and Kennedy’s relationship 
rested on a shared experience 
of addiction and the pair, 
more used to sparring on the 

ruthless Westminster battle-
ground, would support each 
other through their struggles 
with mental health and de-
pression. Describing him as 
‘clever, funny, giving, � awed’, 
Alastair’s a� ection for Charles 
Kennedy was evident.

‘People used to the shouting 
and bawling in the Commons 
and the aggression across 
the media are sometimes 
surprised that friendships 
develop across political 
boundaries. But they do.’

He continued: ‘� ose whose 
lives have been taken over or 
blighted by alcohol tend to 
develop deeper relationships 
with each other. � at was 
certainly the case with us.’

Alastair Campbell, who 
was one of the � rst people 
to be told of Charles’ death, 
admitted he was lucky enough 
to beat his addiction, however, 
it was something his friend 
‘never really cracked’.

Mr Campbell said: ‘Charles 
was respected because of the 
qualities that saw him rise so 
young and so far, but loved 
because people sensed his 
vulnerability and, through it, 
his humanity. Drink, and the 
things going on inside him 
that led him down that path, 
was part of who Charles was 
and part of that humanity, 
his ability to connect with 
people in a way most politi-
cians couldn’t, his ability to 
converse with anyone from 
Queen to cleaning lady, in the 
same charming, seemingly 
e� ortless way.

‘People talk a lot about leg-
acy for politicians. � is event, 
the fact we will re� ect on him 
for a long time to come, is part 
of Charles’ legacy. But a bigger 
and greater legacy would 
come from a new approach 
by politicians to alcohol so 
we learn to understand and 
accept that alcoholism is a 

disease not a lifestyle choice.’ 
Campbell never strayed far 
from the topic of Brexit and 
could not help but speculate 
on how Charles Kennedy, 
a staunch advocate of the 
European Union, would feel 
about the current constitu-
tional uncertainty that faces 
the UK. I think we can safely 
say he would have had a lot to 
say for himself, and I for one, 
as a campaigner for a People’s 
Vote, would have welcomed 
the weight he would have 
added to that cause.’

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times about how he felt 
delivering the Charles 
Kennedy Memorial Lecture 
to Lochaber constituents, he 
said: ‘It’s great. I love it up here 
and although this is a � ying 
visit, I come up here quite a 
lot.’

When asked about his views 
on the impact of Brexit on 
Lochaber’s economy, he said  

‘no economy in the country 
is going to be stronger’ as a 
result of the process.

‘� ose places that have frag-
ile economies are less likely to 
withstand the kind of shock 
that will come from Brexit so 
we shouldn’t just accept that it 
has to happen.’

Bruno Berardelli, president 
of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, opened the 
evening saying: ‘It is � tting 
that it should take place in 
Lochaber High School in the 
very same � ne institution that 
Charles honed his skills as a 
champion debater.

‘� is is also the same room 
in which he took part in what 
was one of his last debates at 
the Chamber’s election hus-
tings. At many times during 
that debate, Charles again 
showed he was Lochaber to 
the bones. He was a terri� c 
communicator and a � ne ora-
tor that spoke ‘� uent human’.’

Alastair Campbell delivers 
poignant homage to late MP

Alastair Campbell.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

SAVE 50%
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Rural areas 
show better 
gender pay 
equality
� e gender pay gap in rural, 
island and remote areas 
has decreased over the past 
decade.

Research by Scotland’s 
Rural College indicates that 
in 2017 women in remote 
parts of the country had 
the lowest annual income 
on average, though women 
in accessible rural areas 
had the highest income 
of all female employees in 
Scotland.

A number of factors 
appear to be behind the 
� ndings, such as employ-
ment in low-paid sectors, 
higher levels of part-time 
working, reduced mobility 
and the dominance of micro 
businesses in rural, remote 
and island localities.

MSP visits Fort college campus
Lochaber MSP and minister for public � nance 
and digital economy Kate Forbes visited West 
Highland College UHI last week.

Ms Forbes  met with Lydia Rohmer, princi-
pal and chief executive, and John Hutchison, 
chairman of the board of management, 
discussing progress on the college’s advanced 
plans for a multi-million pound centre for 
science, technology, health and engineering 
on the Blar Mor site in Fort William.

� is state-of-the-art technology centre is 
part of the college’s strategy to develop Fort 
William into a major hub for learning in the 
West Highlands, complementing its existing 
campus at An Aird.

� is aligns with the vision for Fort William 

2040 and supports exciting economic devel-
opments in the area creating important new 
opportunities for everyone  who wants to live, 
learn and work here.

Ms Forbes also had the opportunity to meet 
some of the HNC computing students who ac-
cess their course from rural college locations 
from Elgin to Skye and the Western Isles.

Ms Forbes also heard from computing sta�  
how the college had made signi� cant e� orts 
to build its computing portfolio of courses, 
working strategically with Highland second-
ary and primary schools.

� ere are around 200 students currently 
studying computing and digital skills quali� -
cations at school and college level.

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Lydia Rohmer, principal and chief executive, Kate Forbes MSP and John Hutchison, 
chairman of the board of management.

Melbourne’s south-eastern 
suburb of Frankston is 
famous for a number of rea-
sons, most notably as a sea-
side mecca for visitors to the 
Australian state of Victoria.

� e � rst foreign settlers ar-
rived on its shores in 1835 and 
over the following decades as 
more arrived, it developed as 
a small � shing community.

It was the coming of the 
Melbourne railway in 1882 
which saw Frankston develop 
into a seaside resort.

Frankston’s population 
boomed following the Second 
World War and by 1982 the 
population stood at 82,000.

Widely believed, like many 
other places in the area, to 
have been named a� er a 
British army general, one of 
its most famous residents 
was author Nevil Shute, who 
wrote A Town Like Alice and 
On the Beach. � e movie 
version of the latter, starring 
Gregory Peck and Ava 
Gardner, was partly � lmed in 
Frankston.

Less well-known, however, 

News from ‘Little Fort  William’
by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Alex Clarkson and David 
MacKenzie enjoy a recent 
issue of The Lochaber 
Times ‘down under’.

is that so many families from 
Fort William emigrated to 
Frankston in the 1950s and 
60s, that it is o� en nick-
named by the Scottish expats 
as ‘Little Fort William’.

� is week, � e Lochaber 
Times was contacted 
by  one of those, Mrs Trudi 
Mackenzie, who passed 
on information about the 

strong links which remain 
between Fort William and 
the Lochaber families now 
resident in Frankston.

Mrs Mackenzie included a 
photograph, above right,  and 
said: ‘� e two chaps in the at-
tached photo both migrated 
to Australia many years ago 
and thought you would like 
to know they still get togeth-

er at the bowls club to read 
through your newspaper.’

� e photograph shows Mrs 
Mackenzie’s husband David 
and his friend Alec Clarkson.

Mr Mackenzie added: ‘In 
the 1950s and 60s a number 
of Fort William families 
emigrated to Australia and 
many settled in Frankston, 
Victoria. 

‘� e families included 
the Murrays,   Mackenzies, 
MacLeans, MacLarens, 
MacInnes, MacDonalds, 
Clarksons, MacIvers, 
Gunns, Clarks, Pattersons, 
� ompsons and Frews.

‘A number of them le�  
their jobs in the railways, 
the BA Factory and Fraser’s 
Furniture Shop. I le�  the Fort 
in 1955 from Seaview Terrace 
and came to Australia with 
my parents and older sister 
Marjorie and her husband 
Robbie.
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News from ‘Little Fort  William’

The bridge at Frankston waterfront. ‘On the Beach’, 
starring Gregory Peck and Ava Gardner, was partly �lmed 
at Frankston.

‘Unfortunately many of the 
older folks have passed on, 
but we hold dear the many 
good memories of family 
gatherings and New Year 
parties.

‘On a recent trip to the Fort 
I was surprised to see my old 
school in disrepair and even 
more surprised to see a cruise 
ship in Loch Linnhe.

NHS bullying 
inquiry to begin

Director appointed to new Fort STEM centre

�e Scottish Government 
has con�rmed an independ-
ent inquiry into the NHS 
over a reported culture of 
bullying will take place.

�e intention is that the in-
vestigation will start before 
Christmas, although the QC 
who will lead the inquiry 
has not yet been named.

�e news comes weeks 
a�er senior doctors and 
politicians from across the 
Highlands called for a full 
independent investigation 
into NHS Highland a�er 
more than 100 healthcare 
workers came forward 
claiming there was a ‘ severe 
bullying culture’ at the 
health board.

�e GMB Union welcomed 
the announcement. Its 
regional o�cer, Liz Gordon, 
said: ‘It was disappointing to 
hear the joint trade unions 
don’t yet unconditionally 
recognise the bullying 
culture. However, it is grat-
ifying to know the Scottish 
Government has listened to 
the whistleblowers and the 
GMB and will put this inde-
pendent inquiry in place.

‘I can assure members 
this is going to be truly 

independent and they can 
have con�dence in coming 
forward. NHS Highland will 
not have a part to play aside 
from being asked to fully 
implement the outcome 
of the Brown report into 
governance that came out in 
March.’

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon was asked last 
week by Highland MSP 
Edward Mountain if those 
who have signed non-dis-
closure agreements with 
NHS Highland would be 
free to give evidence in the 
upcoming inquiry into NHS 
Highland  bullying  allega-
tions. 

She responded by saying 
she would encourage and 
support anyone a�ected by 
bullying to come forward 
and discuss their experience.

Conservative politician  
Mr Mountain, said: ‘It is vi-
tal that all those who believe 
they have been  bullied  in 
NHS Highland have the 
freedom to come forward.

‘If we are to resolve 
the  bullying  allegations 
at NHS Highland then no 
stone must be le� unturned 
in this inquiry.’

West Highland College UHI 
has appointed Alan Ogg as 
STEM director – a key post in 
helping the college develop its 
new Centre for Science and 
Technology in Fort William.

Mr Ogg will join the college 
in January 2019 from his cur-
rent role of assistant director 
of learning and teaching at 
North Highland College 
UHI. 

Having worked in the 

engineering and energy 
industry for many years, he 
has built up more than 10 
years’ experience at North 
Highland College UHI 
working as part of the senior 
management team to develop 
its own STEM curriculum 
and Centre for Engineering 
and Technology.

He will now lead the devel-
opment and implementation 
of a new engineering curric-

ulum at the college as well as 
helping to expand the exist-
ing range of programmes in 
the construction, computing, 
health and science areas.’

�e post is a two-year �xed 
term post, funded by UHI 
Strategic Investment Fund.

Right: Allan Ogg. 

‘My memories recall Loch 
Fyne and Hobbs’ yacht 
Tirlundi [sic].’

Joe Hobbs was a Canadian 
entrepreneur who bought 
Inverlochy Estate in 1945 
and converted it into a hotel, 
as well as starting the Great 
Glen Cattle Ranch between 
Fort William and Spean 
Bridge.

sectors.sepa.org.uk 

The � n� sh aquaculture sector relies on Scotland’s high 
quality environment and abundant freshwater resources. 
However, medicine used by Scottish salmon farms is 
signi� cantly impacting local marine environments.

We have set out � rm, evidence-based proposals for a 
revised regulatory regime and are consulting on a sector 
plan for � n� sh aquaculture. 

Have your say and enrich the decisions we take every day 
to protect and enhance Scotland’s environment. 

Community drop in events will give you the chance 
to speak with a range of SEPA sta� , � nd out more 
about the proposals and answer your questions. 
No booking required.

Date:  5th December 2018 

Time:  2.30pm – 7.30pm 

Venue:  Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa, Craignure, 
  Isle of Mull PA65 6BB

Fin� sh aquaculture 
Consultation information event



Lochaber Times
Thursday 22 November 201812  NEWS

LT

A charity dinner in Sleat 
raised more than £5,600 
for � e Highlands Support 
Refugees organisation.

� e money will pay for a 
40� -long container of aid 
to be shipped to Chios in 
Greece. � e event was or-
ganised by Gwen Culbertson 
and Angela MacGillivray and 
plans are now under way for 
a clothes collection in Portree 
in the new year.

‘� e incredible support we 

have from local artists, local 
businesses and the local com-
munity ensures that every 
penny raised goes directly 
to � e Highlands Support 
Refugees and the amazing 
work they do,’ said the two 
women in a joint statement.

‘We have raised almost 
£10,000 in the past year and 
we have been overwhelmed 
by people’s generosity and 
support for this important 
cause.’

Sleat dinner raises £5,600 
for refugees in Greece

Gwen Culbertson and Angela MacGillivray, second from left, and far right, organised the event and are planning a clothes collection in the new year.
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A special memorial tree 
planting event was due to take 
place in Stornoway yesterday 
(Wednesday) when 201 trees 
were being planted along the 
avenue leading to the town’s 
war memorial, in remem-
brance of the men who died 
in the Iolaire tragedy.

Members of the community 
were invited to come along 
to help put the trees in the 
ground at the site just above 
Memorial Avenue, where a 
wide path leads to the war 
memorial.

� e project to commemo-
rate the Iolaire with trees was  
organised by the Woodland 
Trust Scotland in partnership 
with two Lewis community 
trusts – Point and Sandwick 
Trust and Stornoway Trust.

It will be the last o�  cial 
planting event in the wood-
land trust’s four-year cen-
tenary woods programme, 
which has run across the UK 
from 2014 to 2018 to com-
memorate all those involved 
in the First World War.

Similarly, the formal civic 
event on the anniversary 
of the disaster, when HMY 

Trees create ‘living’ 
Iolaire memorial

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk The war memorial and the avenue 

leading up to it, where the trees will be 
planted. Photograph: Sandie Maciver.

MSP welcomes 
remote and rural 
healthcare faculty
� e launch of a new faculty 
for remote and rural health-
care by the Royal College 
of Surgeons of Edinburgh 
(RCSEd) has been welcomed 
by MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch Kate Forbes.

� e RCSEd said its aim is 
to ‘support the delivery of eq-
uitable, economically-viable 
access to integrated health-
care’ which will signi� cantly 
improve health and medical 
outcomes for people living 
and working in far-� ung 
regions.

Ms Forbes has met with 
representatives of the RCSEd 
several times, including 
hosting a discussion on the 
way forward for healthcare 
provision in remote areas like 
her constituency.

‘I have long made the point 
that support for remote and 
rural healthcare has got to be 
embedded in the royal colleg-
es,’ she commented.

‘Soon a� er I was elected, I 

hosted a discussion with the 
Royal College of Surgeons 
of Edinburgh on remote and 
rural healthcare.

‘I’m absolutely delighted 
to see this announcement 
that the Royal College has 
launched a new faculty of 
remote and rural healthcare.

‘Of course, there are many 
communities across the 
planet who live in isolated and 
remote areas.

‘� is faculty will, I hope, 
support the development of 
high quality healthcare in 
remote areas of Scotland, like 
my constituency, through 
research, innovation and 
training standards.

‘� is is a fundamentally 
important step for one of the 
oldest surgical organisations 
in the world, which will 
improve outcomes in remote 
and rural areas like the 
Highlands.’

� e new faculty will be 
based in Edinburgh. 

Kate Forbes.

Iolaire went down on the 
Beasts of Holm just outside 
Stornoway as she carried 
sailors home on leave a� er 
the end of the war, will be the 
� nal o�  cial event in the na-
tional four-year programme 
commemorating the cente-
nary of � e Great War.

During the last four years, 
the Woodland Trust has 
planted around 150 centenary 
woods, ranging in size from 
the � agship 23-hectare plan-
tation at Dreghorn Woods, 
outside Edinburgh, to much 
smaller plantations including 
Bruichladdich on Islay.

A mix of hardy native trees 

were planted: downy birch, 
wych elm, bird cherry, rowan 
and hazel. 

� e trees were chosen by 
Viv Halcrow, project o�  cer 
with the Cro�  Woodlands 
project, which runs through-
out the Outer Hebrides as a 
partnership between Point 
and Sandwick Trust, the 
Woodland Trust and other 
agencies.

� e types of trees chosen 
for the Iolaire memorial have 
been specially chosen for 
their hardiness but also their 
loveliness, and Viv believes it 
will be a beautiful and � tting 
memorial.

‘� e trees we’ll be planting 
are all native species and 
they’re very hardy species, so 
they should grow well in our 
climate. It’s quite a challeng-
ing place to get trees to grow,’ 
she said.

Angus McCormack, 
honorary president of Point 
and Sandwick Trust, added: 
‘� e tree planting will serve, 
for many years to come, as a 
growing memorial for those 
lost on the Iolaire. Point and 
Sandwick Trust is proud 
to be associated with the 
commemoration. 

‘Our trees will be a symbol 
of hope for the future.’
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YOUR PICTURESUniversal Credit 
� asco is a disgrace
� e story this week about the Fort William 
family who have been forced to rely on 
Lochaber Foodbank for not only food, but 
also other items from nappies to coal is 
shocking, although not unexpected given 
what is known about the UK Government’s 
roll-out of Universal Credit.

� e couple, who have a one-year-old son 
and another child on the way, have had 
no money for food or electricity for the 
past three weeks. But Lochaber Foodbank 
manager Alex McConachie says the family 
are just one of many in a similar situation.

Westminster should be ashamed that it 
is knowingly putting families like these in 
such a stressful situation with no alternative 
but to seek help from the foodbank and 
other agencies.

Stephen Marshall, manager of Lochaber 
Citizens Advice Bureau, says Universal 
Credit problems are now the second biggest 
area of work for his sta� , adding: ‘� e 
complexity of the whole thing means it is 
not accessible to the people who need it 
most ... and the delay in payments starting 
also causes problems with things like rent 
arrears.’

� e Highlands has a large number of 
seasonal workers and as Mr McConachie 
points out: ‘It’s only going to get worse this 
month with some businesses closing for the 
winter – that means more people signing 
on to Universal Credit and they’re going to 
have to wait � ve or six weeks before they get 
any money.’

� is roll-out should be stopped until the 
UK Government can � nd an alternative 
that does not mean families put through 
such unnecessary anguish.

Josh is a Caol dude
It surely brings a smile to your face to read 
about Lochaber High School pupil Josh 
MacGillivray, who along with his grandpa, 
cycled 44 miles to raise money for Cancer 
Research in memory of his mum Sarah 
O’Brien, who was just 31 when she died last 
August. Well done, Josh!

Car park and pumping 
station would bene� t Oban
Many years ago, if my memory is correct, a 
letter published in � e Oban Times suggested 
a yacht marina for Oban Bay which, by all 
accounts, is now a success.

It could be even more so if extended with 
certain safety features and lanes created in the 
bay for the increase in boat tra�  c.

But the future town parking and � ooding 
can both be partially alleviated by the building 
of a new two or three-storey car park and con-
nected water pumping station at the car park 
now virtually empty at Lochavullin. It should 
be built with a basement lower catchment 
tank area, which would � ll at times of � ooding 
and prolonged rainfall, thence being pumped 
automatically out by this allied pump house, 
perhaps situated beside Lochavullin bus stop 
on council land.

Flood water could then be pumped down 
a 400mm pipe the length of the Black Lynn 
and one kilometre out to sea, a system used at 
Penrhyn Bay in Wales.

� is could be funded by government grant 
money for � ood defences and partially from 
the income from the marina and the ready 
cash the council receives from car parking 
fees, which would pay for the construction of 
all this in less than a decade.

Our council has to make some tough, for-
ward-thinking choices about whether they 
wish to build, invest and create employment 
and secure adequate parking space for Oban’s 
hopefully booming future tourism industry. 
Or will they just sit back and wait for the great 
� oods due in 2025 and 2040.

Stephen Jones,  Burnside Place, Oban.

Strange incident on the 
shores of Loch Awe
Like � omas Middleton from Dalavich 
(Letters, November 1), I, too, am intrigued 
by these stories about the strange happenings 
around Loch Awe.

I grew up around Loch Awe at my grand-
parents’ cottage, where we spent most school 
holidays and on occasion attended Mrs Clark’s 
school house in Ford village.

I was always � shing as a young boy in the 
burn that feeds Loch Awe at the Ford end. � e 
� shing was very good there during the 1970s.  
I used to catch big bags of perch, eels, jack 
pike, rainbow and brown trout and was used 

to being on my own around Loch Awe from a 
very early age.

We were always told the stories as children 
including the one about the old chapel of 
Killieneuer at the foot of the loch.

Like Mr Middleton, I only mention now an 
event that occurred to me and my erstwhile 
partner, Jessica Seal, while driving up the 
Dalavich side of the Loch in 1996 because of 
these more recent stories.

I am not someone who makes stories up and 
knew the loch from a very early age. I was a 

ghillie at Slatach Estate, Glen� nnan, at the 
time and we were out for a drive on a day o�  
work. It was night, showery and there was a 
bit of mist but the driving conditions were � ne 
and there was no other tra�  c on the road.

About half way up the loch, a massive bull 
stepped on to the middle of the road and 
blocked our way. As it was such a big creature, 
I thought it was best to stop the car and wait 
patiently for the beast to move. � e bull wasn’t 
threatening in any way but was not in any hur-
ry to move either. A� er about � ve minutes, the 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, simply 

send it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post 
it to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB or hand it in to our o�  ces in Cran-
nog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, or in High Street, Fort William. 

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban,  Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

MacQueen Bros Ltd
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MALLAIG

St Munda’s Church, Ballachulish, held a First World War commemoration evening in their hall on Thursday November 8 which was suitably 
decorated for the occasion. More than 40 people attended the event and enjoyed a 1918-style meal before watching a drama by members 
which included songs, poetry and prose. Many entered into the spirit of the evening by dressing in period clothes.

St Munda’s hosts remembrance dinner and dramaMallaig Community Council held 
its October meeting in Mallaig and 
Morar Community Centre at the 
beginning of last month.

Present were chairman Rick 
Schabeck, vice chairman N McLean, 
treasurer Audrey McKay, secretary 
Nick Murray, John Young and coun-
cillors Denis Rixson, Ben � omson 
and Allan Henderson.

� e minutes of the previous meet-
ing held on September 19 were pro-
posed for approval by J Young and 
seconded by A McKay. � e minutes 
were signed by the chairman.

Matters arising: the secretary 
reported that planning permission 
was now being sought for the new 
toilets at the end of West Bay and 
the council had received a consul-
tation request noti� cation from 
planning for 18/04322/FUL. A copy 
of a formal objection letter has been 
received by Mallaig Community 
Council. � e council heard that 
eight letters of objection were 
received by the secretary of Morar 
Community Council, which was 
strange as the proposed toilets are 
in Mallaig. � ere have also been a 
further 18 verbal objections noted. 
A paper clarifying some of the mis-
conceptions regarding the toilets, 
prepared by Stuart Gri�  n, a trustee 
of the project, was distributed to the 
meeting.

Jaqueline McDonell addressed 
the meeting and gave the members 
the background and history of the 
project to date and explained why 
a lot of work had to be carried out 
quickly without much consultation 
because of the time pressures of the 
two grants that are needed to bring 
the project to fruition.

� ere followed a general discus-
sion about the toilet project, at the 
end of which the members of the 
community council resolved to 
strongly support the application and 
the secretary will write to planning. 
� e clari� cation paper will also be 
put on Facebook and comments 
sought.

Police report: no police represent-
ative were available to give a report. 

Denis Rixson reported on a new 
police initiative, Operation Cedar, 
aimed at improving safety and 
in� uencing driver and road user be-
haviour on the roads. � e operation 
welcomes feedback from the wards 
and he urged everyone to support 
the project. Morar Community 
Council had welcomed the initiative 
at a recent meeting.

Treasurer: the treasurer reported 
that the bank balance is £5,039.38 
in the main account, having paid for 
for the village � owers - £327.36 and 
£30.

Councillor Ben � omson report-
ed he had discussed the money 
being held for the High Hampden 
refurbishment - which will not 
now happen - with Emma Taylor 
of Highland Council and it can be 
used for benches and picnic tables or 
improving the children’s playparks.

Parking: a consultation request 
had been received from Highland 
Council regarding an amendment to 
the Tra�  c Regulation Order in the 

village. � e order covers the estab-
lishment of parking restrictions in 
those areas of the village previously 
agreed by the community council 
prior to the parking charges being 
considered. 

� e restrictions cover the village 
from the community centre round 
to the marina, up Annies Brae to the 
West Highland Hotel. 

Parking will either be restricted by 
double yellow lines, 30-minute or 
disabled bays. � ere is no mention 
of contract or camper van parking 
in East Bay. � ere were no objections 
raised by members present. � e next 
stage will open the consultation to 
the public for 14 days.

Options for the old folks’ 
Christmas meal were discussed 
and it was decided a party in the 
hall with a bu� et-style lunch and 
entertainment would be a more 
cost-e� ective option. Preferred 
dates are Wednesday December 
5 or 12. � e secretary will check 
availability of the hall and school 

for entertainment. Knotweed: the 
secretary reported he had taken a 
phone call from  a resident who re-
ported Japanese knotweed growing 
on the bank behind East Bay. � is 
was reported to the estate which will 
inspect the area and arrange for a 
contractor to deal with the problem 
as appropriate.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
helds its November meeting 
recently.

Present were John Fotheringham, 
Brian Donald, Liz Fotheringham, 
Peter McIntosh, Ross MacLennan, 
Dana MacLennan, Ian Langley, 
Allan Henderson, Denis Rixson, 
both Highland councillors, and 
three members of the public.

� is was the � rst meeting of the 
new council a� er its formation and 
therefore Councillor Henderson 

took the chair for the opening 
minutes.

John Fotheringham was unani-
mously elected as chairman and the 
rest of the meeting was handed over 
to him.

Dana MacLennan was unani-
mously elected as secretary and 
Ross MacLennan was unanimously 
elected as treasurer.

Members agreed meetings would 
continue to be held on the � rst 
Tuesday of each month.

Brian Donald thanked coun-
cillors � ompson and Rixson on 
behalf of the community council 
for their excellent contributions 
to the debate on Coire Glas in the 
Highland Council South Planning 
Committee.

Matters arising.
BEAR and Transport Scotland: 

Mr Fotheringham had written to 
Tommy Deans of BEAR thanking 
him for the local trunk road resur-
facing carried out this summer and 
autumn. However, some issues were 

SPEAN BRIDGE

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s

� Right then, I’ll get on my bike. Just like Sam 
MacPherson. Sam had pitted his mountain 
bike against Ben Alder. But the snow began to 
fall and the conditions were becoming treach-
erous. Nothing daunted, Sam unscrewed 
the pedals and tied them to his boots to act 
as crampons. � en he blithely hoisted the 
bike onto his back and strode down through 
the snow to what Brian Ball refuses to call 
‘ground level’. Meanwhile, it’s not a mountain 
bike Scooby Paterson has. It’s a ‘mounting 
bike’. Because, whenever I see him on it, he’s 
mounting the pavement at Claggan shop or 
mounting the tra�  c island to take a shortcut 
through ‘spaghetti junction’ at the Belford.
� I note that the consultants for Highland 
Region are once again championing the cause 
for an enclosed shopping mall in the High 
Street. � ey’ve reached the astounding con-
clusion that a � xed canopy across the street 
would give everyone protection when Fort 
William rains supreme. Ah, but what about 
the cost and the timing? � ese aspects are 
being kept under wraps in the meantime. It 
all sounds, yet again, like ‘CanoPY in the Sky’.
� Chairing a Lochaber District Council com-
mittee meeting, Councillor Charlie King was 
determined not to be showing his age. You see, 
Charlie had reached the ni� y 50. And he reck-
oned that none of his fellow members round 
the table knew. However, Councillor King 
had forgotten about the ‘Kyles crew’ who were 
having a musical tribute played for Charlie on 
Radio Highland to mark the occasion. It was 
entitled ‘Charlie King’s Farewell to the 49th’,
� A tale of Two Margarets. At the BA bingo, 
when one Margaret sat down on a chair, it 
shoogled, causing her to get up again very 
smartly. ‘� is chair’s wonky,’ said Margaret to 
Margaret.  However, instead of changing seats, 
Margaret persevered and sat down again. 
� is time the chair creaked and wavered. Up 
again. Down again. � e � nal analysis by the 
other Margaret was: ‘� ere’s something very 
far wrong with this chair.’ � ere certainly 
was. � e next time Margaret lowered her 
bahoochie onto it, it disintegrated complete-
ly - the chair, that is. Meanwhile, the bingo 
continued. ‘Forty four, hit the � oor,’ called out 
Gordon.  To which everyone, despite sitting 
comfortably, all but collapsed with laughter.
� Sarena, aged one, got a lovely pair of black 
patent leather shoes as a present from great-

granny Isa. � ey were Sarena’s pride and joy 
and she insisted on wearing them everywhere. 
Ah, but one day last week, one of the shoes went 
missing. � e house was turned upside down, 
as was the garage and shop! No shoe. Sarena 
was inconsolable until her mum went to empty 
the Hoover bag. And there was Sarena’s shoe. 
Not sooked right into the machine, fortunately. 
Aye, Sarena’s big brother David had apparently 
pushed the shoe into the top of the bag. A quick 
blow of the dust o�  the shoe and Sarena was as 
happy as a sandgirl again.
� Willie Anderson was expecting a visit from 
ex-colleague Norrie Hitch, former leader of 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team. Willie had 
given Norrie a phone number on which he 
could be contacted if he wasn’t at home when his 
visitor arrived. Norrie hit town, but Willie was 
out. Norrie dialled the number – one of the � rst 
in the new local 70 series. Came the response – 
‘Fort William Police’. Norrie was momentarily 
at a loss. ‘I’m trying to get Willie Anderson,’ he 
ventured. ‘Are you doing an answering service 
for him?’ Came the long-su� ering reply: ‘It 
certainly feels like it in here sometimes.’
� A tribute to LMRT was being paid by a 
Gloucester doctor a� er he had been rescued 
and spirited down the ben by the members of 
that august out� t.  ‘� ey were great,’ said the 
GP from his Belford Hospital bed. ‘Cheerful  
and very e�  cient. And their response to being 
knee-deep in mud, as they stretchered me 
down the mountainside, provided me with the 
bene� t of a more colourful vocabulary than I 
ever learned in medical school.’
� Moray Firth Radio (MFR). � e announcers 
have now mastered the pronunciation of 
Kilchoan. Even to the extent of beginning to 
call it ‘Kil-a-choan’ in true ‘Ardnamurrachan 
fashion’. Now the MFR presenters can turn 
their attention to ‘Salen’. Because their inter-
pretation continues to be ‘Saylen’!
� Meanwhile, Malcolm Brown on Ski FM ac-
tually had a request played for him on Sunday. 
It came from the Fort William WETS (West 
End Traders Solidarity). And the song they 
requested to regale Malcolm was I Can See 
Clearly Now, in recognition of the fact there 
was great weekend visibility on Aonach Mor. 
Two lines of the song had been rendered when 
Malcolm himself butted in to the strains of 
‘� is is Ski FM Lochaber’ – thus drowning out 
his own dedication.
� ‘Have you a birthday card for twins’? asked 
another of our Margarets in one of our High 
Street emporia. ‘No, but you can have two 
cards the same,’ was the quick reply from the 
shop’s super salesgirl.

still outstanding and urgent 
remedial action was called 
for. 

� is includes � xing the 
break-up and potholing of the 
surface on the A82 at its junc-
tion with the A86; the repair 
to the Telford Bridge parapet 
agreed with SSE but not so 
far actioned; the carriageway 
edge potholing on the A82 
south of the Great Glen cattle 
ranch building; the culvert 
outside the Bridge Café on 
the A82 in Spean Bridge and 
safety notices on the A82 
approaching the Aonachan 
crossroads.

� ere was advance warn-
ing of overnight closures 
for resurfacing on the A86 
at Ardverikie between 
November  4 and 7, and on 
the A82 at Altrua � ve miles 
north of Spean Bridge and at 
Onich from November 25 to 
29 and November 25 to 27 re-

spectively. Highland Council: 
the fence in Roy Bridge has 
been repaired. � e commu-
nity council has suggested 
an amendment to the waiting 
restrictions in Altour Road 
and awaits developments.

Community bene� t: the 
representatives of the com-
munity on the SSE Stronelairg 
Wind Farm Panel will be John 
Fotheringham, Ian Langley, 
Ross MacLennan, Margaret 
Boyd and Ian Matheson.

Resilience: Ian Langley 
gave the meeting an update 
on the National Resilience 
Conference.

Treasurer’s report: the cur-
rent bank balance is £1,461.48. 
� e treasurer will write to the 
Roy Bridge Gardens Project 
volunteers explaining the 
delay in reimbursing them.

� e next meeting will be on 
December 4 in Kilmonivaig 
Church Hall at 7pm.

Planning: outstanding 
applications – only Marine 
Harvest’s shorebase in Loch 
Arkaig has received con-
ditional approval; no � nal 
decision on Tigh Aran, or 
the site opposite the primary 
school, and the council still 
awaits an application on the 
Hobbs Ground. 

� e council had noted 
18/04441/PAN, and the plan-
ning o�  cer’s comments that 
Achnabobane was neither a 
village nor settlement.

Current applications: 
the councillors considered 
two current planning 
applications. 

It was agreed that they 
should query if 18/04989/FUL 
in Achnabobane was still 
eligible for to be treated under 
the housing group rule in the 
Supplementary Guidance 
Housing in the Countryside 
Siting and Design.

There was a short service of remem-
brance at Arisaig war memorial on 
November 11 at 9.30am, led by Father 
Stan Pamula and Rev Stewart Goudie, 
with support from Rev Geo� rey Andow 
and Geo�  Thomas. Wreaths were laid by 
Arisaig and District Community Council, 
Arisaig Women’s Institute and Mallaig 
High School pupils. The wreath from the 
council was laid by Rosemary MacDonald, 
whose father Charles served in the First 
World War. The wreath for the WRI was 
laid by Morag MacDonald, whose aunt 
Mary McKinnon perished in 1918 while 

serving as a nurse on a hospital ship. 
The pipes were played by David Smith 
and the event was supported by more 
than 100 people. Repairs to the path had 
been completed thanks to a grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and the new 
benches and handrails were of bene� t. 
More than 100 people from Arisaig 
served in the 1914-18 war, of whom 21 
died. A booklet Lochaber No More has 
been produced by Mallaig Heritage 
Centre about those who died and the 
community is working to identify the 
history of those who survived.

ARISAIG
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Oban Saints pictured in their new polo shirts kindly 
supplied by sponsors D & K La�erty Contractors.
Match Preview and photo: Derek Black

MOTO 3

Lochaber athletic 
club hold first 
winter league race

The junior race started from Glen Nevis Visitor Centre. 

Lochaber Athletic Club 
(LAC) kicked started its 
winter league on Sunday 
(November 18) with the Cow 
Hill race, which saw 54 run-
ners stretch their legs for the 
�rst time this winter.

On a chilly November 
morning, the race was run 
in perfect conditions with no 
wind and bright sunshine the 
whole day as runners raced 
from Braveheart car park in 
Glen Nevis  around the Cow 
Hill circuit. Esmond Tressider 
of LAC set the pace and �n-
ished in �rst place, followed 
closely by Denis Prikulis of 
Vegan Runners. Behind them 
were Al�e Bentley and John 
Yells, both of LAC.

LAC juniors were also in 

Fifty-four runners took part in the senior race on Sunday. Photos: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

action and racing on Cow 
Hill, but their race started 
from Glen Nevis Visitor 
Centre. Again the conditions 
made for some quick times 
with Jack Stephen, Maddison 
Macmillan, Duncan 
Macdonald, Mya Carmichael 
and Felix Deschenes win-
ning their age categories 
respectively. 

Adult results: 1 Tresidder, 
Esmond M 00:39:12;  2 
Prikulis, Denis M 00:40:01; 
3 Bentley, Al�e M 00:41:31; 
4 Yells, John M 00:41:42; 5 
Cabrera, Valdes Javier M 
00:41:50; 6 Gorman, Manny 
MV50 00:41:57;  7 Hutson, 
Liam M 00:42:07; 8 Whiteside, 
Gavin MV40 00:42:13;  9 
Traill, Steven Male 00:42:27; 

10 MacKenzie,Ryan MV40 
00:43:37; 11 Mackenzie, 
Ruaraidh M 00:43:45; 
12 Gallie, David MV50 
00:44:08; 13 Forrest, Stuart M 
00:44:31; 14 Lamont, Donald 
M 00:44:56; 15 Mackenzie, 
Fraser M 00:45:43; 16 Wilson, 
Stewart MV50 00:45:48; 17 
Harden, Rob M 00:46:31;  18 
Schenzle, Marvin M 00:46:43; 
19 Waslidge, Neil MV50 
00:47:11; 20 Lyons, Karen 
FV40 00:47:12; 21 Cymbalista, 
Pawel M 00:47:30; 22 Reid, 
Don MV60 00:48:59; 23 Weir, 
Johnathon MV40 00:49:00; 
24 Maclean, Paul MV40 
00:49:28; 25 Wallace, Keri F 
00:49:48;  26 Dodman, Ben 
MV40 00:49:51; 27 Kennedy, 
Ali MV50 00:50:01; 28 

Walter, Lisette F 00:50:07; 29 
Lamont, Allan M 00:50:22; 
30 Bass, Owen MV50 
00:50:30; 31 Conway, Pete M 
00:52:55; 32 Munro, David 
MV50 00:53:01; 33 Connolly, 
Mike MV60 00:53:03; 34 
Mackie, Eugene M 00:53:05; 
35 Wilson, Alison FV40 
00:53:06; 36 Moynihan, 
Eilidh F 00:53:24; 37 Shaw, 
Lyndsey FV40 00:53:27; 
38 Turner, Ronnie MV50 
00:54:39; 39 Denny, Colin 
MV50 00:55:45; 40 Macnab, 
Graham MV50 00:56:27; 
41 Treasurer, Jim MV60 
00:56:44; 42 Duncan, Davy 
MV60 00:57:56;  43 Davie, 
Bruce MV50 00:58:41; 
44 Collins, Richie MV50 
00:58:53; 45 Keenan, Michael 
M 01:00:47; 46 Pescod, 
Louise FV40 01:01:11; 47 
MacDonald, William MV60 
01:01:14; 48 Reynolds, 
Debbie FV50 01:01:34; 49 
Macdonald, Donna FV40 
01:04:21; 50 Berrie, Peter 
MV60 01:07:38; 51 Morgan, 
Sharyn FV40 01:08:15;  52 
Fallon, Freda FV40 01:12:20; 
53 Duncan, Aileen FV50 
01:14:23;  54 Watt, June FV50 
01:22:02.

�ank you to all the 
marshals, Helen, Ellen 
timekeeping and results, and 
Corrina , Cammy, Teresa on 
the course.

Next up in the winter 
league is Druimfada Chase 
on Sunday Novemeber 25. 
�e juniors will be back in 
action at Nevis Range on 
Sunday December 9.

LOTTERY

Lochaber club lotteries
This week’s Fort William Golf Club lotto numbers were 
8, 12 and 15. There were two winners of £400 each 
this week. The jackpot for the draw today (Thursday 
November 22) will be £100.

Numbers drawn in the Caol Regeneration lotto were 
4, 15 and 17.  There were no winners this week. The 
prize for next week will be £600.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers for this 
week were 3, 14 and 19. There were no winners this 
week. Next week’s draw will have a prize of £1,200.

The Caol Community Centre bingo club lotto 
numbers this week were 5, 10, 13. There was one 
winner, N Sinclair, and so next week’s jackpot will be 
£100.

Oban’s John McPhee �nished o� the Moto3 season 
in style by clinching third place at the Valencia Grand 
Prix last Sunday. After the race John said: ‘It was a 
nice way to �nish the year. Hard work pays o�. A big 
thanks to everyone around me for their support. I am 
delighted to end the year on a high note for my team, 
CIP and KTM Factory racing.’

Podium �nish for John 
McPhee in Valencia

OBAN SAINTS YOUTH FOOTBALL

Results and �xtures
Last Sunday’s results - Scottish Cup - Under 13s 7, 
Broomhill 0. Scoring for Saints were Zander Craik (2), 
Aidan MacDonald (2), Finlay Cameron, Calum MacMillan 
and Gabriel Todser.  Regional Cup - Under 14s 7, 
Glenvale Reds 5.  On target for Saints were Ross MacKay 
(4) and Kyle Cooper (3). League - Lanarkshire Hearts 3, 
Under 15s 2;  Saints scorer was Ross Higgins (2). Scottish 
Cup - Under 16s 2, Dalziel BC 1. Scoring for Saints were 
Murray MacKay and Connor Moore. 
 This Sunday’s �xtures: Under 13s v Thorn Athletic; 
Under 14s v Cambuslang Colts; Shettleston Juniors v 
Under 15s; St Patrick’s SC v Under 16s.   

Last Saturday’s results: West of Scotland Cup, third 
round - Kilsyth 0, Oban Saints 3; Premier Division 
- Dunoon 1, Barrhead Arky 1; Premier Division One - 
Campbeltown Pupils 0, Claremont 0; Lochgilphead Red 
Star 0, Castlemilk 4;  Premier Division Two - Tarbert 3, 
Cardross 2. 
 This Saturday’s �xtures: Premier Division - Oban 
Saints v St Joseph’s FP;  Premier Division One - Camp-
beltown Pupils v Kings Park Rangers; Ferguslie Star v 
Lochgilphead Red Star; Premier Division Two - Glynhill 
Moorcroft v Tarbert.

Results and �xtures
SCOTTISH AMATEUR FOOTBALL LEAGUE
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Fort are undone by three quick-� re 
second half goals
� ree goals in seven second-
half minutes proved just 
enough for mid-table Wick 
Academy to beat Fort 
William on Saturday a� er 
the home side put in a dogged 
defensive display at Claggan 
Park in the league cup.

Despite the score being 
goalless at half-time, the Fort 
defence got caught in the 
headlights as Wick scored 
three goals in less than 10 
minutes to secure the win, 
although the eighth-placed 
side were made to work for 
their cup win.

It was Academy who had 
most of the early possession 
and displayed some nice link-
ing play. � ey managed two 
early shots on goal but Fort 
’keeper Kulbacki was able to 
hold them easily.

A� er 25 minutes, Fort 
William engineered a chance 
of their own as a poor Wick 
clearance found Gary Carroll, 
whose shot from distance 
forced a save from the keeper.

Fort William’s Aiden Taylor retains possession. 

Andy Martin and Darren Quigg see the ball out of play. Photos: Iain Ferguson, alba. photos.

Andy Martin takes no risks with a hefty clearance. 

Fort William  0
Wick Academy 3

Highland League Cup

The Fort’s Calum Browett 
skips past two defenders. 

With a few minutes to go 
before the break, Wick’s Gary 
Manson had a chance to open 
the scoring but his e� ort was 
straight at the keeper once 
again.

Davie Allan tried again to 
beat Kulbacki, but were una-
ble to do so.

As the game ebbed and 
� owed, Sean Grant worked 
the ball into some space on 
the edge of the box but his 
shot didn’t trouble the Wick 
goalkeeper.

Just a� er the hour mark, the 
breakthrough � nally came 
and it was Halliday who got 
it for the visitors and within 
just � ve minutes, Wick’s lead 
was doubled by a Richard 
Macadie e� ort and in a � ash 
the Fort’s hopes were dashed. 
Still reeling, the home side 
were unable to stop Davie 
Allan from � nally getting on 
the scoresheet and round-
o�  the three-goal spree for 
Academy.

As the Fort tired under the 
Claggan � oodlights, Wick 
were able to hold on to their 
clean sheet and secure pro-
gress to the next round.

Fort William can look 
forward to a match against 
a resurgent Rothes side this 
Saturday at Claggan Park 
with a 2pm kick-o� .

With the scores level at half-
time, the Fort were gaining 
con� dence and remained 
hopeful of grabbing a result.

Wick began to turn the 
screw, however, and chances 
came as Jack Halliday and 
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Auchenfoyle 1
South Lochaber Thistle 2

West of Scotland Cup - 3rd round

SLT win through in 
West of Scotland Cup

Lochaber Camanachd hold annual awards night

Lochaber Camanachd Club held their annual awards night last Saturday at the Alexandra Hotel in Fort William 
to celebrate this season’s success. Among the award winners were � rst team player of the year Shaun Nicolson, 
supporters’ player of the year Findlay MacDonald and girls’ team players of the year Amy Disher and Kirsty Delaney.
Award winners (left to right) Shaun Nicolson, � rst team POY, Findlay MacDonald, supporters’ POY, Thea Robertson 
girls’ youth POY, Natalie Macdonald, girls’ second team POY, Seanaidh MacDonald U14 most improved, Amy Disher 
and Kirsty Delaney girls’ � rst team POYs. The awards were made at the club’s annual dinner dance in the Alexandra 
Hotel, Fort William, although Tyler Whyte, Under 14 POY, Max Campbell, second team POY and Ben Fulford, Under 
17 POY were unable to attend. Photo: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

Fort William Table Tennis 
Club begin training
Players at Fort William`s Table Tennis Club are well into 
their practice sessions prior to the commencement 
of league matches next month. The club welcomes 
new members of all ages and abilities, and coaching 
is freely given to those who feel they have room for 
improvement, or anyone wishing to take up a new 
sport. Sessions take place every Monday night at the 
Nevis Centre.

If you require further information please see our 
website tabletennisfortwilliam.org.uk.

TABLE TENNIS

South Lochaber Thistle 
progressed to the fourth 
round of the Alona Hotel 
West of Scotland Amateur 
Cup after a hard-fought 
match against a top 
quality Auchenfoyle side.

Extending their unbeat-
en run to seven games, 
Thistle made the trip 
south in buoyant form. 
Their optimism was well-founded when mid� elder 
Lewis Morrison opened the scoring after only nine 
minutes, his second goal in as many games.

Things did not stay that way for long, however. With 
17 minutes on the clock, a clipped ball over the top 
by Auchenfoyle mid� elder David McIntyre caught 
Alan Gray in the Jags’ defence uncharacteristically 
o� -guard and this allowed striker Scott Nugent to ri� e 
his � nish to level the score.

Despite some people questioning the quality of 
sides at this level, Nugent is one of the top names 
in west of Scotland football; this � nish signalling his 
138th goal in only his 78th appearance for the Port 
Glasgow side.

Thistle dug deep and it took only six minutes for 
them to regain their lead. Mid� eld general Dave 
Forbes has been in superb form this season and here 
he again he took the game by the scru�  of the neck. 
SLT were awarded a free kick 27 yards out and from 
here the vintage mid� elder took aim, dipping and 
curling his � nish over and around the wall to leave the 
keeper leaden-footed and rooted to the spot.

The game became attritional with Auchenfoyle’s 
stodgy pitch and reliance on balls lofted forward 
early taking the spectacle out of the match for the 
neutral. The back four of Gray, skipper Kieron Lopez, 
Shaun Hendrie and Barna Tot tackled themselves to a 
standstill, clearing anything with their heads.

In front of them, the vintage pair of Forbes and 
Darren Duncan repelled attacks and hustled, while 
winger Sean Noble was in uncharacteristically 
pro� igate form, turning up his nose at some impish 
opportunities.

The game � nished with the score at 2-1 and it is 
Thistle who will be entered into the draw for the 
next round, along with Oban Saints who defeated 
Caledonian Premier League side Kilsyth.

Man of the match: Dave Forbes
Brown A, Tot B, Gray A, Lopez K (capt), Hendrie S, 

Duncan D, Noble S, Forbes D, Macmillan A (Hendrie 
W), Morrison L, Mackintosh D (Novotny P) Sub: 
Cameron B.

Darren Duncan.

Saints march on in West of Scotland Cup
Kilsyth  0
Oban Saints 3

West of Scotland Cup - 3rd round

Oban Saints were made to 
dig deep to book their place 
in the fourth round of the 
West of Scotland Amateur 
Cup at a windswept Kilsyth 
Sports Field last Saturday 
a� ernoon. Well organised 
hosts Kilsyth Community 
FC Amateurs, who are 
� ying high in Division 1A 
of the Caledonian League, 
successfully kept Saints at 
bay for almost an hour before 
a de� ected Craig MacEwan 
shot � nally turned the tie in 
Saints favour.

Illness and injury kept 
Lewis Cameron and Shaun 
MacIver at home while Craig 
MacEwan, Fraser MacFarlane 
and Ruaridh Horne returned 
to an otherwise unchanged 
16-man squad from the 
Scottish Amateur Cup third 
win in Forfar two weeks 
earlier. 

Saints kicked o�  on the 
bumpy grass surface at 
Kilsyth Sports Field with a 
strong bitingly cold wind 
blowing across the park 
which would cause problems 
for both sides.

In the fourth minute Saints 
skipper Dene Cassells con-
ceded the � rst of a number of 
free-kicks in dangerous posi-
tions, which on another day 

may have proved costly, when 
he clattered into the back of 
Peter Gribbin 28 yards from 
goal. Peter Gri�  n succeeded 
in li� ing the ball over the four 
man wall but also managed to 
clear the Saints crossbar by 
some distance.

Two minutes later at the 
other end Craig MacEwan 
turned a dangerous ball 
across the face of goal a� er 
gathering in a Jamie Graham 
throw-in from the right only 
to see Kilsyth keeper Derek 
Keough li�  the ball o�  the 
toes of James Ford at his near 
post.

Saints were struggling to 
get behind the well organised 
Kilsyth defence and found 
themselves limited to set 
pieces which failed to trouble 
Derek Keough in the home 
goal.

� e � rst half, where the 
hosts were the better of the 
two sides, ended with Dene 
Cassells forced to concede 
a corner kick from another 
quick break and the Saints 
Skipper heading clear under 
pressure from opposite num-
ber Peter Gri�  n.

Saints started the second 
half with an improved sense 
of purpose and the deadlock 
was broken in the 58th min-
ute when a goal bound Craig 
MacEwan shot from the edge 
of the box took a massive 
de� ection which le�  Derek 
Keough � at footed and saw 
the ball nestle neatly in the 
bottom corner of the Kilsyth 
net.

Saints almost doubled their 
advantage 60 seconds later 
when Scott Maitland and 
Donald Campbell combined 
well on the le�  for Donald to 
� re a dangerous ball across 
the six yard box which nar-
rowly evaded David Beaton 
coming in at the back post.

As the hosts committed 
more men forward it was 
Saints turn to hit on the 
counter with David Beaton 
winning a free-kick a� er 
being hauled down by Kyle 
Brown. Beaton exacted his 
revenge with a delivery into 
the box which Dene Cassells 
helped on to Craig MacEwan 
arriving at the back post. 
MacEwan’s cushioned le�  
foot ball across the face of 

goal had Derek Keough 
scrambling across his line but 
not quickly enough to prevent 
Matty Kelly from tapping 
in from close range a� er an 
excellent late run from the 
edge of the centre circle.

Beaton almost caught out 
the big keeper at his near post 
from the resulting corner 
kick landing his in-swinger 
from the le�  on the roof of 
the net.

Saints rounded o�  the scor-
ing with just � ve minutes le�  
on referee Dempster’s watch 
when Craig MacEwan held 
his run to remain onside and 
darted through the inside le�  
channel to reach Matthew 
Kelly’s measured through 
ball. MacEwan raced in 
behind the Kilsyth defence 
and, from the corner of the 
six yard box, took out Derek 
Keough and Ross Whyte with 
a � icked pass along the six 
yard line presenting David 
Beaton with an open goal for 
his � rst strike of the season to 
make the � nal score 3-0.

Saints return to league busi-
ness this coming Saturday 
where they face their biggest 
test of the season so far in 
the shape of current Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
Premier Division leaders 
St Joseph’s FP. Kick o�  at 
Glencruitten is 2pm. 

Matty Kelly netted Saints 
second goal.

FOOTBALL
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STRONGMAN

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 22, 
2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 04.48 3.8 11.02 1.0 
 17.12 4.1 23.21 0.9
Fri 05.19 4.0 11.39 0.9 
 17.46 4.2 23.58 0.7
Sat 05.52 4.0 12.19 0.8 
 18.21 4.1  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.37 0.7 06.29 4.1 
 13.03 0.9 18.59 4.0
Mon 01.20 0.7 07.10 4.0 
 13.50 1.0 19.42 3.8
Tues 02.06 0.8 07.55 3.9 
 14.42 1.1 20.30 3.6
Wed 02.56 1.0 08.46 3.7 
 15.42 1.3 21.26 3.3              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals and 
a moderate breeze 
Temperatures 
6°C to 8ºC.
Friday 
Light cloud and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Light cloud and a 
gentle breeze
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
5ºC to 8ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

9

8

7

Haldenby Classic 
sees strongmen 
break records

Male winners from the Haldenby Classic on Saturday. Photos: Abrightside Photography. 

Some of Scotland’s strongest 
men and women gathered in 
Fort William on Saturday to 
put their strength to the test 
in a gruelling day of com-
petition which saw records 
smashed.

Organised by the town’s 
own well-known strongman 
competitor, Stuart Whyte, 
the Nevis Centre hosted 
an a� ernoon of strongman 
competitions as part of the 
annual Scotland’s Strongest 
Team strongman event, as 
well as the Haldenby Classic 
events. � ere was even a 
chance for some aspiring 
li� ers to get involved with 
a ‘strong kids’ event taking 
place as well.

� is is the � � h year Fort 

William has hosted a major 
event in memory of Mark 
Haldenby, who was a well 
known local strongman.

Record
It was Whyte and Eben van 

Wyk who took � rst place 
and set a new Scottish record 
of 635kg in the axle deadli� . 
Sean Peat� eld and Gavin 
Bruce � nished second, 
while Martin Lennox and 
Christopher Watson took 
third place.

Whyte’s performance on 
Saturday adds to his im-
pressive results earlier in the 
year when he took joint third 
place in the 105kg log press 

at the recent Scottish Fitness 
and Nutrition (SFN) Expo 
2018 in the SECC, Glasgow.

In the women’s competi-
tions, Debra Clarkson took 
the top prize, with Gillian 
Maitland � nishing second 
and Shauna Moar in third.

� e event raised a total of 
£2,000 which will be do-
nated to Macmillan Cancer 
Research.

Winners Eben van Wyk 
(left) and Stuart Whyte, 
who set a new Scottish 
record of 635kg in the axle 
deadlift. 

Female winners.
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Lochaber          64
Mo� at           28

Tennent’s West Division 3
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AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 55

Captain McCook leads 
Lochaber to 10-try victory

Forward William Stewart passes the ball out wide.

Lochaber captain Jonathan 
McCook scored a hat-trick of 
tries on Saturday as his team 
brushed aside lowlanders 
Mo� at in a thrilling match at 
Banavie.

� e home side were looking 
to bounce back a� er defeats 
in their previous two games 
and were con� dent in doing 
so having won all three pre-
vious encounters with Mo� at.

Captain Jonathan McCook 
took the lead for Lochaber af-
ter he spotted that Mo� at had 
le�  the blindside undefended 
and was able to run in a try in 
the corner, which was uncon-
verted. � e lead lasted for just 
three minutes when Mo� at 

Brian Knowles,making a return to the team, evades a tackle to run in for a try. 
Photos: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

made the most of a Lochaber 
mistake to turn the ball over 
and run in for a try to take 
the lead 5-7. Lochaber were 
next to get on the scoreboard 
a� er some great hands and 
running from the backs saw 
McCook run in for his second 
try with 22 minutes gone to 
make it 10-7.

Error
Almost straight a� er the re-

start Lochaber made another 
error where a pass didn’t go to 
hand and Mo� at were � rst to 
react to kick the ball through 
before regathering to score 
and take the lead again at 
10-14.

However, yet another 
mistake, this time a dropped 
ball from Mo� at, allowed 
Christopher Simpson to 
kick the ball on and put it 
right in the path of McCook 

to gather and score his hat-
trick making it 15-14 with 
10 minutes to go in the � rst 
half. Lochaber soon got their 
fourth try a� er a darting run 
from � y-half Matt Murray 
saw him squeeze through to 
place the ball on the line as 
he was tackled. Murray con-
verted his own try to make it 
22-14 at half-time.

Lochaber wasted no time 
in getting their � � h try just a 
minute into the second half. 
A� er turning the ball over, 
the home side passed the ball 
out to Simpson who was able 
to run right through Mo� at’s 
defence to score with McCook 
converting to make it 29-14. 
Soon a� er, Lochaber got the 
ball out to Brian Knowles 
who, making a return to the 
team, was able to run the ball 
in, with McCook remaining 

steady with the boot to make 
it 36-14.

Mo� at weren’t � nished, 
however, and from the kick-
o�  were able to make their 
way into Lochaber’s 22, with 
their much bigger forward 
pack carrying the ball up to 
the line. Lochaber’s defence 
held strong for about � ve 
minutes before Mo� at even-
tually got the ball to their big 
number eight who used his 
size advantage to get over the 
line to make it 36-21.

� at jolted the home side 
back into action and just 
three minutes later Simpson 
was over again with defenders 
not even trying to tackle him 

he easily ran in his second try. 
McCook converted to make it 
43-21. � ree minutes later, it 
was Murray running through 
Mo� at’s defence to get his 
second try and Lochaber’s 
eighth, with McCook 
converting again to make it 
50-21.

Scenario
Mo� at were able to regather 

the ball from the kick-o�  and 
it was much the same sce-
nario as last time with their 
forwards battering the ball up 
against Lochaber’s defence to 
make it 50-28, ensuring they 
got a bonus point.

Angus Jenkins got 
Lochaber’s ninth try a� er 

brushing aside a tackle to run 
the ball in and followed it up 
with his second and his side’s 
tenth just � ve minutes later. 
McCook converted both tries 
to bring the � nal score to 
64-28.

� e win keeps Lochaber 
third in the table a� er nine 
games. � ey travel away to 
Mull this Saturday where 
they will be looking to get 
their � rst win over on the 
island.
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50%

INSIDE 
THIS  WEEK: 
Podium � nish for 
John McPhee in Valencia
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