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Serving the west since 1861

Islanders furious over 
‘extortionate’ parking
Opposition is growing to the 
council’s ‘extortionate’ new 
parking charges on Mull and 
Iona, which could bring ‘the 
London congestion charge’ to 
the islands and damage their 
‘fragile’ economies.

A public meeting has been 
called for tomorrow (Friday 
November 9) at 4pm in 
Craignure Village Hall.

Iona Community Council 
urged Argyll and Bute Council 
to withdraw its ‘ill-considered 
and harmful proposal’, arguing 
it removes all free parking at  
Fionnphort and imposes ‘a steep 
year-round tax on visitors’ – £9 
per day, £63 per week, and £126 
per fortnight – roughly double 
the charges in major cities.

Moreover, it is almost the cen-
tral London congestion charge 
(£11.50 per day) ‘introduced 
as a massive deterrence to city 
visitors’.

‘We already have evidence 
of harm to businesses,’ com-
munity councillors wrote. 
‘Since parking charges were 

introduced, visitors are forced 
to rush a visit, without stopping 
at island shops, restaurants and 
cafes, to get back to their vehi-
cles and avoid a parking � ne.’

� e hikes also lay ‘a colossal 
unforeseen tax’ on commut-
ers – ‘a £475 season ticket is a 
massive hit,’ they said, ‘possibly 
deterring [people] from contin-
uing to work on the island.

‘� e proposed charges 
are scattergun and highly 
inequitable. � e charges in the 
Columba car park are unrea-
sonable, disproportionate to 
mainland charges and unwork-
able for longer stay visitors and 
residents.

‘[� ey] risk causing multiple 
harmful impacts to the econo-
mies and island communities 
of Mull, Iona and Ulva. Yet the 
council is doing this without 
any meaningful justi� cation 
and without assessment or 
consultation.

‘It would be more honest 
to acknowledge the primary 
impetus for introducing park-
ing charges is raising central 
revenue.’

Mull and Iona Community 
Trust (MICT) said new charges 

at the Craignure long-stay 
car park would eliminate free 
o� -street parking for residents 
travelling as foot passengers to 
Oban.

MICT’s general manager 
Moray Finch said: ‘For those 
who try to hold down a job in 
Oban, the cost will increase 
from £7.20 per day/£36 per 
week to £16.20 per day/£81 per 
week.  For most, this will be 
una� ordable, possibly forcing 
them to stop work or leave Mull.

‘Increasingly frequent disrup-
tions to winter ferry timetables 
result in delays and cancella-
tions. � is will lead to excess 
parking charges and � nes, un-
less the driver overpays.’

� e Mull and Iona Ferry 
Committee said Craignure’s 
car park ‘is almost exclusively 
used by island residents and is 
the principal car park for our 
lifeline ferry service’.

It said Craignure ferry 
terminal generated more than 
£1.4 million in revenue for the 
council last year, yet now it was 
adding more ‘by penalising 
islanders who have no choice 
but to go to the mainland for 

Spectacular � reworks were held in Oban, Taynuilt and Dunbeg over the past week, 
with the Dunbeg event raising money for three-year-old Harris McGougan, who 
has leukemia. Shannon MacDonald and her son Harris were thrilled to meet Marshall 
and Chase from Paw Patrol at the bon� re night. For the full story and photo special, 
turn to pages six and seven. 17_T45_DunbegBon� re01

Thrill in the chill for tot Harrisby Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page three
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Pacifi sts held at Loch Awe
� e struggle of Scotland’s 
conscientious objectors who 
refused the call to arms in 
the First World War is being 
highlighted by a letter from 
an Ayrshire father to his baby 
daughter, written from a 
labour camp in Argyll.

Ayrshire postal worker 
Robert Climie had been a 
lifelong activist in the interna-
tional peace movement before 
he was conscripted in 1916.

Exercising his right to appeal 
on political grounds, a tribu-
nal hearing initially backed 
Robert’s case before a retired 
army o�  cer, outraged at his 
refusal to � ght, pursued the 
matter and saw it overturned. 
Like hundreds of other 
Scottish objectors, Robert was 
imprisoned at Wormwood 
Scrubs, before being moved to 
a labour camp by Loch Awe to 
work on forestry.

Writing from Cruachan 

Estate on his daughter 
Cathie’s � rst birthday, the 
absent father’s four-page letter 
says: ‘� e � rst year of your life 
… will in later years be known 
as one of the worst years in the 
History of the World.’

It continues: ‘A most fearful 

war is raging … � e World is 
just now divided into nations 
and the people of each nation 
believe themselves to be 
� ghting on behalf of their 
own particular country … 
However, there are men and 
women who believe that all 

men and women are brothers 
and sisters. � ese people are 
known as Paci� sts.’

Historian and author 
Robert Duncan, whose book 
Objectors and Resisters 
chronicles the story of the 
peace movement from 1914-
18, says Robert’s story is not 
unusual.

‘Between 1,400 and 1,500 
Scots men were convicted 
for opposing the war,’ he 
said. ‘� e conscience clause 
which enabled them to appeal 
conscription only applied to 
religious or moral grounds, 
and not the political beliefs 
which led so many to be 
involved in the international 
peace movement.’

As the centenary of the 
Armistice agreement ap-
proaches this month, Mr 
Duncan says the men’s story 
has been largely neglected. 
‘� e commemorations have 
been on the side of patriotism,’ 
he said. ‘� e conscientious 
objectors remain much ma-

ligned and misunderstood. 
At the time, they split families 
and communities, but these 
were principled men who 
were prepared to face the 
consequences and their story 
should be heard.’

Actor Gary Lewis has con-
tributed a powerful reading of 
the intimate correspondence 
which is held in Glasgow 
Caledonian University’s 
archive. It is now being shared 
online to help tell the forgot-
ten story of Scotland’s paci� st 
movement.

Glasgow Caledonian 
University archivist Carole 
McCallum says the letter 
was donated by the Stewart/
Climie family, along with 
memorabilia and photographs 
from the paci� st movement to 
the university’s collection on 
social justice. And they have 
particular cause to remember 
Robert’s wartime legacy.

Carole says: ‘When Robert 
Climie was put to work in the 
labour camp, he befriended 

a fellow paci� st called Alex 
Stewart. � e men stayed in 
touch and Robert’s daughter 
Cathie went on to marry 
Alex’s son – whom she sup-
ported when he became a 
conscientious objector in 
the Second World War. It is 
their son who now wishes his 
grandfather Robert’s story to 
be remembered.’

She added: ‘Every time I 
have read Robert’s letter I have 
cried, and never more so than 
hearing Gary Lewis read it out 
aloud in front of our cameras. 
We have heard lots of people’s 
stories from the First World 
War over the past four years, 
and I feel this one stands out 
in our archives and deserved 
to be told in a di� erent way.

‘I hope people will listen 
to Gary’s reading and think 
about why a child was brought 
up without her father because 
of something her parents 
believed in and which was 
against the prevailing mood at 
the time.’

Poignant letter tells story of First World War objectors who were detained at Cruachan

Robert Climie, back row, far right, and fellow conscien-
tious objectors in the labour camp on the Cruachan 
Estate. Photographs Peter Devlin

Sandy Stewart and Robert 
Climie met at Loch Awe.

Actor Gary Lewis with Robert Climie’s letter, written to 
his daughter Cathie, in the background.

Oban Rotary Club president Iain MacIntyre is seen here presenting a cheque  for £200 
to P3 pupils at Rock� eld Primary School with the funds going towards the purchase of 
shinty sticks for beginners at the school. As a stalwart for Oban Camanachd for many 
years, Iain was impressed with the number of boys and girls attending the overall 
training session and this re� ects much credit on the coaches who were in attendance.
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POLICE FILES
� Between October 25 and 
28, a specialised mountain 
bike with a black and red 
frame and distinctive large 
letter K on the cross bar was 
stolen from a driveway on 
Glencruitten Road, Oban.
� Between 11.55pm on 
Saturday October 27 and 
10am on Sunday October 
28, outside the Creagan 
Inn, Appin, a green Osprey 
Kestral rucksack containing 
a tent, a camera, a tripod 
and a North Face jacket was 
stolen.
� At about 2.25pm on Mon-
day October 29, on Corran 
Brae, Oban, a woman aged 
48 was arrested for driving 
while allegedly under the 
in�uence of alcohol. She was 
charged and a report will be 
submitted to the �scal.
� At about 4pm on Wednes-
day October 31, in Soroba 
Road, Oban, a man aged 23 
was stopped and searched 
by police and found in 
possession of cannabis. He 
was charged and a report 
will be submitted to the 
procurator �scal.
� At about 7.15pm on 
Wednesday October 31, at 
a shop o� Argyll Square, 
Oban, a man aged 38 stole 
some alcohol. He was 
arrested, charged with the 
theft and issued with a 
recorded police warning.
� Between 1pm on Tuesday 

October 23 and 11am on 
Thursday October 25, on 
the verge of the the A85, 
near Connel, some tools 
were stolen. A member of 
the public uses these tools 
to voluntarily maintain and 
tidy the road verges.
� At about 3.20am on 
Thursday November 1, at Hill 
Street, Oban, a man aged 37, 
was stopped and searched 
by police and allegedly 
found in possession of 
heroin. The man was 
charged and a report will  
be submitted to the 
procurator �scal.
� At about 2am on Saturday 
November 3, at Corran 
Brae, Oban, a man allegedly 
behaved in an abusive 
manner. He was arrested 
and charged and a report 
will be submitted to the 
procurator �scal.
� At about 8.50am on 
Saturday November 3, near 
Kilninver, a man aged 27 
was arrested for driving 
while under the in�uence of 
alcohol. He was charged and 
a report will be submitted to 
the procurator �scal.
� At about 9.45pm, on 
Saturday November 3, in 
Lochside Street, Oban, a van 
was stopped and searched 
and a man aged 18 was 
found to be in possession 
of cannabis, allegedly with 
intent to supply. He was 

arrested and charged and a 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator �scal.
� A 32-year-old man was 
charged and a report sent 
to the procurator �scal after 
he was stopped, searched 
and found in possession 
of cocaine and ecstasy at 
Corran Esplanade, Oban, on 
Saturday November 3.
� Between 5pm and 11pm 
on Saturday November 3, 
a �at at 74 George Street, 
Oban was broken into 
in and cash and several 
items, including phones, 
a Samsung laptop, a Dell 
laptop, and a Samsung 
Galaxy tablet were stolen.
� At about 10.10pm on 
Sunday November 4, at the 
Corran Esplanade, Oban, 
a man was assaulted by 
another man. A 32-year-old 
man was arrested and 
charged, held for court and 
a report has been submitted 
to the procurator �scal.
� If any member of the 
public has information in 
relation to any incident, 
they can contact police 
on 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Islanders furious over 
‘extortionate’ charges

services which mainlanders 
take for granted’.

Craignure’s new charges, too, 
were ‘extortionate’. ‘If we com-
pare long-stay commercial car 
parks at ports and airports, it is 
double what one would expect 
to pay.

‘It is also used by trades 
people who are working on 
the island but live in Oban or 
beyond.  Some tradesmen have 
already indicated they will 
no longer serve Mull if these 
charges are introduced.

‘By removing a lorry park, 
you are choosing to force com-
mercial vehicles onto the side 
of the road rendering the main 
road through Craignure single 
track. With vehicle movements 
in Craignure, just for the ferry 
alone exceeding 160,000 per 
year, what consideration has 
been made to road safety in this 
area?

‘�e council is legally 
obliged to undertake an 
Island Community Impact 
Assessment before proposals 
are progressed; if it has been 
done, it has completely failed.’

All the changes, Mr Finch 
concluded, ‘will persuade 
some residents that life on the 
islands is untenable and they 
will migrate to the mainland. 
Depopulation of Mull will 
adversely a�ect viability of the 
island.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘�is is 
about protecting services, 
including maintaining roads 
safety and car park mainte-
nance, used by local people 
and visitors to Argyll and Bute. 
Cuts to our funding mean that, 
like all councils, we must make 
changes to how we work.

‘If the proposals go ahead, 
season tickets, that can be used 
in car parks throughout Argyll 
and Bute, will be available.’

�e full proposals are 
available on www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/tra�corders. Anyone 
wishing to object should send 
the grounds for objection in 
writing, providing their name 
and address, to the Head of 
Governance and Law, Argyll 
and Bute Council, Kilmory, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 
8RT or by emailing  TRO-
Objections@argyll-bute.gov.uk

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Continued from page one

Mull woman is 
given driving ban
A 27-year-old Mull woman is 
now banned from driving for 
a year and under supervision 
for the next 18 months a�er 
appearing at Oban Sheri� 
Court on Tuesday.

Madeline McCurrach, of 4 
�e Village, Bunessan, had 
previously pleaded guilty to 
behaving in a threatening 
or abusive manner at a house 
nearby on November 24 last 
year, seizing a man by the neck 
and kicking him, and attempt-
ing to bite a police o�cer.

McCurrach had pleaded 
not guilty to drink driving 
while almost three times 
over the legal limit, meas-
uring 140  milligrammes of 
alcohol in 100 millilitres of 
blood, when the limit is 50 
milligrammes.

�e court had heard that 
she had gone to her late 
uncle’s caravan and began 
drinking heavily. She then 
went to a  couple’s home on 

the same cro� and the inci-
dent occurred.

At her trial, Sheri� John 
Herald had said: ‘�e ques-
tion for me is the fact whether 
she parked the car when she 
was sober or  she parked the 
car when she was drunk.’

A�er hearing the evidence, 
he found her guilty.

During the trial, the sheri� 
heard that McCurrach had 
gone to sit in the caravan 
which had belonged to her 
late uncle. She said: ‘I want-
ed to sit in my uncle’s caravan 

to drink alcohol. I sat listen-
ing to music, his old CDs.

‘I got really drunk. I went 
out the caravan because I 
wanted company. I was very 
drunk.’

One of the witnesses at the 
house had said: ‘Maddy just 
came into the house drunk, 
basically. I think she fell at 
the door. She  had cider and 
Budweiser.’

A�er �nding her guilty, 
Sheri� Herald ordered a 
report be prepared and 
a�er studying this, he told 
McCurrach her  community 
payback order would have 
one condition: that she  be 
supervised for 18 months.

‘You will bene�t from 
supervision, what used to 
be probation in my old days. 
Now they have fancy names 
for everything.’

She had been banned from 
driving since her trial and the 
ban will run for 12 months.

Oban Sheri� Court.
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Rucksacks and bags 
help for the homeless
People are being urged to 
donate a rucksack or handbag 
� lled with basic essential 
items to help the homeless 
this winter.

� e campaign will be 
launched in Oban by Share 
Hope at Hope Kitchen on 
Tuesday November 13 at 
2pm, coinciding with World 
Kindness Day. 

Woolly gloves, hats, scarves 
and toiletries like toothpaste, 
wipes, razors and shampoo 
are among items on the kit 
list.

Share Argyll founder 
Sharon Wilkie-Jones has 
run a previous successful 
rucksacks and handbags 
campaign but hopes this will 
be bigger, bringing in even 
more donations through 
until March.

‘� e idea is that people get a 

bag they don’t need anymore 
or buy one from the charity 
shop and start � lling it with 
essential basic items, just 
adding from their weekly 
shop. � ey don’t have to be 
expensive things, just items 
that most of us take for grant-
ed to have around.

‘It can be for a man or a 
woman or do for either. � e 

bag will also be a bit of a 
lifeline. When you are having 
to move from one place to 
another a lot, it helps to have 
something safe to keep all 
your belongings in,’ said Ms 
Wilkie-Jones.

Share Hope also has a 
creative arts group that meets 
every Tuesday to generate 
ideas for how to raise aware-

ness of rural homelessness 
in Argyll. Share stood for 
Students Homelessness 
Aware ness Raising Enterprise 
but has grown to include 
the much wider community 
since coming to Argyll.

On Tuesday November 
20, the group is hosting a 
Rucksacks and Rebels Flash 
Fiction event, encouraging 

people to write 50 words 
about kindness. November 19 
also marks the start of Book 
Week Scotland and its theme 
this year is Rebels.

Anyone can join in and 
either drop o�  their 50 words 
at Hope Kitchen or email 
it to  sharon@argyllshare.
co.uk. Ms Wilkie-Jones hopes 
to gather the contributions 
in a new anthology later in 
the year, adding to other 
anthologies already produced 
by the Share Argyll project 
re� ecting on homelessness.

Share Argyll was the latest 
book published by the ini-
tiative in October and also 
launched at Hope. � e book 
includes contributions from 
a whole host of people about 
their own experiences or per-
spectives on homelessness.

Other publications have 
included Homeless Jesus 
and Football Tackling 
Homelessness.

Share Hope creative arts group members Anna-May Woodhouse, Mark Stuart, Share 
founder Sharon Wilkie-Jones, Elizabeth Clark and Jodie Je� ery.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

By pleading guilty to drink 
driving at the � rst opportu-
nity, a Mull man knocked 
£500 o�  his � ne and six 
months o�  his driving ban.

Ian Simpson, of 
Dalmachmasg, Tobermory, 
admitted driving with a 
breath alcohol level of 106 
when the legal limit is 22 
microgrammes of alcohol per 
100 millilitres of breath.

Sheri�  John Herald was told 
that the incident happened 
on August 29 this year on the 
A848 near Tobermory. 

Simpson’s car had le�  the 
road and a passer-by gave 
him a li�  into Tobermory 
where his wife worked.

� e police came across 
the vehicle and went to 
Simpson’s home only to � nd 
him walking home with his 
wife. 

He was subsequently 
breathalysed.

Sheri�  Herald � ned him 
£1,000 and banned him from 
driving for 18 months, saying 
he had taken into account 
Simpson’s plea at the earliest 
available opportunity.

Mull man was 
� ve times 
drink limit

Have you any idea how much heat you are  
losing through your old windows?

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894956

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

For your FREE no obligation quote, call us today

DIDN’T THINK SO
BUT WE DO • Keep warmth in 

• Cold out • Costs down

A free, no obligation survey will 
show you how to:

K I C K  S TA RT  YO U R  
F I N A N C I A L  P L A N N I N G

We specialise in providing face-to-face wealth management advice that is tailored to reflect individual 
circumstances. We place you at the heart of everything we do, and are committed to building and 
sustaining long-term relationships based on trust, superior service and the quality of our initial and 
ongoing advice. 

We can help you throughout your various life stages, providing a comprehensive range of financial 
solutions to address a multitude of needs and objectives. This includes investment, retirement, tax and 
estate planning. Our experience is that everyone has their own personal concerns, responsibilities and 
ambitions, and that the solutions that work for one simply would not work for another.

Contact us for further information.

H2SJP30177 10/18

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management 
plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for 
the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products 
and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website  
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the marketing 
term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

ARGYLL WEALTH CONSULTANTS LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

T: 01546 600029  |  M: 07793 810749 
E: russell.anderson@sjpp.co.uk  |  W: www.sjpp.co.uk/argyll

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ
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A two-tonne memori-
al  stone  was laid in Oban’s 
Garden of Remembrance 
on Wednesday, ahead of 
Armistice Day on Sunday, 
November 11, exactly 100 
years a� er the end of the 
First World War.

� e Oban branch of 
the Royal British Legion 
Scotland will � x a plaque to 
the stone, which was donated 
by Aggregate Industries at 
Glensanda, and lowered into 
place by MacQueen Brothers.

A remembrance ceremony 
was held the next morning, 
when 25 children from Park 
Primary School sang a song, 
and the gathering held a  
minute’s silence.

St John’s Episcopal 
Cathedral is holding a 
Remembrance Eucharist 
on Sunday at 10.15am, with 
the Right Reverend Kevin 
Pearson, the Bishop of Argyll 
and the Isles. Everyone is  
warmly invited to come and 
place a poppy to remember 
and pledge peace.

Easdale Island Folk 
Museum will reopen On 
Sunday only to pay tribute 

to the memory of the men 
and women who served their 
country. 

It will be open from 2pm 
until sunset (4.30pm), when 
a brazier will be lit in com-

memoration. � e museum 
has a roll of honour and 
some pieces of ‘trench art’.

Great War 
memorial 
stone laid

Park Primary P5s were at the laying of the stone. The Oban branch of the Royal British Legion Scotland will � x a 
plaque to the stone, donated by Aggregate Industries and lowered into place by MacQueen Brothers, inset.

Pay-by-mobile 
meters at last 
come to Oban
Argyll and Bute Council has 
introduced a new system 
where drivers in Oban can 
pay for parking via their 
mobile phones, rather than 
just coins, a� er complaints by 
businesses.

Andrew Spence, chief 
executive of business group 
BID4Oban, said he had been 
‘inundated with complaints’ 
about Argyll and Bute 
Council’s new parking charg-
es in Oban.

All the meters only accept 
coins, he said, adding: ‘In this 
day and age, there should be a 
facility to pay via credit/debit 
card or mobile phone.’

� e council announced on 
Monday it had launched a 
‘new quick, simple way to pay 
for parking, wherever you 
are’ across the region.

A spokesperson explained: 
‘PaySmarti is a fully digital, 
modern way to pay for park-

ing through a simple phone 
call, using a debit or credit 
card, and giving your car reg-
istration and location. Each 
purchase of parking time is 
automatically updated on the 
warden’s handheld computer 
leading to reduced errors, 
fewer appeals and lower costs.

‘You don’t need to register 
to use PaySmarti, but if you 
become a regular user, it will 
speed things up as pre-regis-
tered customers can simply 
text to park. In addition, you 
can receive a reminder text 15 
minutes before your parking 
session expires. You will also 
be able to download VAT 
receipts.

‘Participating car parks, 
and Oban metered on-
street parking, will display 
PaySmarti signage on the 
existing ticket machine. 

‘� e location code for the 
car park will be displayed 
on the poster at the ticket 
machine.

‘To pay, simply call  01604 

210 933  (from your mobile 
phone), go online to www.
PaySmarti.co.uk or send a 
text to  07537 404780. � e 
service will not be available 
in car parks which o� er a free 
parking period.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
policy lead for roads and 
amenity services, said: ‘Year 
on year cuts to our funding, 
like all councils, mean that 
we must make changes to 
how we work. 

‘� is system provides our 
customers with choice and 
the convenience of not hav-
ing to � nd the right change 
to  park. Choice is increased 
by the availability of season 
tickets that can be used in car 
parks throughout Argyll and 
Bute.

‘From the council’s point 
of view, this will cut down 
on some of the expense as-
sociated with appeals, ticket 
transfer and vandalism, ena-
bling us to direct our limited 
resources to vital services.’

Connel invite to 
commemorate 
First World War
Connel Hall and Connel 
Community Council 
have combined to invite 
all villagers to attend 
a community event to 
remember the men and 
women and animals who 
took part in the First World 
War.

The hall committee 
and the community 
council are providing a 
free � nger bu� et with teas 
and co� ees on Sunday 
November 11 at 1pm. 

There will be some 
readings from WWI letters 
and poems, some songs 
from Achaleven School 
children and a selection 
of WWI songs for the 
audience to sing.

Guests have been asked 
to hand any memorabilia 
which they might have 
from WWI to Marion Fisher 
(01631 710589) – even just 
a simple photo of a relative 
who took part would be 
appreciated – and these 
will be displayed in the hall.
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Fireworks are  a real blast...

Left to right, Hanna, Skyla, Keara and Arianna In Oban. 15_T45_Oban � reworks_09

Eilidh Livingstone snapped these great photographs at the Taynuilt bon� re night.

Bon� re and � rework events 
in Oban and Lorn were un-
forgettable this year for many 
reasons.

Dunbeg held its ‘best one 
yet’, Taynuilt hosted its � rst 
community bon� re in almost 
two decades, and Oban’s 
� reworks display was one 
of the ‘biggest and best’ the 
town has seen – not including 
‘Obang’.

Andrew Spence, from 
BID4Oban, said: ‘� is was 
one of the biggest and best 
displays Oban has ever seen. 
Our thanks go to our key 
sponsor Scottish Sea Farms 
without whose generous 
funding this event would not 
have been as spectacular.’

Fireworks illuminated 
Oban Bay on Monday night 
and spectators lined the 
streets in their hundreds to 
watch the display.

‘BID4Oban would like to 
make this event even bigger 
next year and are open to 
ideas from any interested 
parties,’ Mr Spence added.

‘� e best indication of 
the success of the event was 
seeing the amount of cars 
and gridlock a� er the event. 
It is obvious many people had 
travelled into town to watch 
the display.’

Dunbeg’s community 
bon� re and � reworks night 
on Saturday was just as 
memorable. � e event raised 
money for three-year-old 
Harris McGougan, who 
has leukemia.

Harris received a special es-
cort to the bon� re, thanks to 
characters from his favourite 
television show, Paw Patrol, 
and Oban police.  A video 
was posted online of Harris 
before he was picked up.

Organiser James 
MacDonald said: ‘He was in 
the kitchen covering his eyes. 

And then he opened the door 
and Paw Patrol was there. He 
ran out cuddling and hi-� v-
ing them.

‘Seeing that made it worth 
every single minute. A lot 
of time was spent putting it 
together, but it was brilliant. 
It was the best one yet. � ere 
are too many people to thank. 
Anyone I asked, nothing was 
too much trouble.’

And  Taynuilt’s community 
bon� re was back a� er almost 
two decades.

� ere was so much interest 
about an event this year 
that the community council 
helped make it happen.

Admission to Monday’s 
event at the sports� eld was 
free and so were the sparklers. 
To help fund the event, a ‘guy’ 
did the rounds in the village 
at the weekend.

A 10-minute � reworks 
display was planned with 
people’s pets in mind and 
plenty of notice.

Jade Lilly Munro, Marshall, and Chloe 
Black. 17_T45_DunbegBon� re13

This family were enjoying the spectacle in 
Oban. 15_T45_Oban � reworks_10

Retno and Gregor McGregor and their son 
Bara. 15_T45_Oban � reworks_07

Rory MacFarlane and Katie Smith, with 
Corey and Jamie. 15_T45_Oban � reworks_07

Nicky, Scott and Lilly had a great time. 
17_T45_DunbegBon� re09

Volunteer Blair Stewart received a 40th 
birthday cake.  17_T45_DunbegBon� re07info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Call us today for your free home visit.

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315 

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956 

Choosing a new door is not an easy decision but our design tool will show you the 
different styles, glass and hardware that you can have to make that decision that bit easier. 

Design Your Own Composite Door  
BE WARM AND SAFE INSIDE WHEN  
IT’S FREEEEEEEZING COLD OUTSIDE



� e Oban Times
Thursday 8 November 2018 NEWS  7

OT

Fireworks are  a real blast...

McCaig’s Tower was lit up in purple during the � reworks. 17_T45_ObanFireworks04

This year was the biggest and best Oban 
� reworks yet. 17_T45_ObanFireworks05

Leo and Rowan from Glencoe Primary 
School in Oban. 15_T45_Oban � reworks_11

There were explosions of colour over Oban Bay. 17_T45_ObanFireworks06

The volunteers in Dunbeg  with their special Harris’s Bon� re Night t-shirts. 
17_T45_DunbegBon� re10

Oban High School Pipe Band performed at the Dunbeg event. 17_T45_DunbegBon� re04

16-25TH NOVEMBER 2018
Enjoy a 10 day celebration of Oban’s unique culture with parades, markets, 

ceilidhs, live music, art exhibitions and much more. 

NEW THIS YEAR! LOTS 
TO LOOK OUT FOR....

SATURDAY 17TH
● OBAN WINTER BRICKS - St Columba’s Cathedral Hall
● A MEDIEVAL YULE - Dunstaffnage Castle
● SNOW BOARD SIMULATOR - Atlantis Leisure
● WEST COAST GIN SHOW - The View

FRIDAY 23RD
● MOSSFIELD MUSIC NIGHT IN THE DOME - Mossfi eld Carpark 

SATURDAY 24TH
● WINTER IN THE WOODS - Walled-garden and grounds of 
   Glencruittten - 

AND MUCH MORE....
Come and join the biggest winter party in the West of Scotland.

Festival programme now available from VisitScotland Oban Offi ce & shops.

WWW.OBANWINTERFESTIVAL.COM
@OBANWINTERFEST
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Delivery decision 
stamped without 
any consultation
Taynuilt’s postal workers will 
continue to start their working 
days in Oban, despite com-
plaints the village is getting a 
second-class delivery service.

More than 350 people signed 
a petition wanting its two 
postmen to be returned to 
sorting duties from Taynuilt’s 
own post o�  ce, but last week 
Royal Mail said that will not be 
happening.

When the sorting process 
was moved to Oban last year, 
villagers were told it was only 
for a trial period as part of an 
e�  ciency drive.

Taynuilt Community 
Council chairman David Sloss 
said: ‘Royal Mail says there’s a 
commitment to community 
engagement yet there has 
been no communication or 
consultation from it despite a 
lot of dissatisfaction and the 

petition. Now it says the matter 
is closed.’

In May, a� er a catalogue of 
complaints by villagers fed-up 
that deliveries had become 
‘haphazard’ and ‘unreliable’, 
Royal Mail said the situation 
was still under review and 
promised it would consider 
customers’ concerns.

In support of the recent 
petition, Taynuilt Community 
Council made an o�  cial com-
plaint to Royal Mail but got a 
response saying there was now 
no plan to return mail sorting 
to Taynuilt post o�  ce.

Royal Mail wanted to see 
if the postmen starting their 
days in Oban would be more 
e�  cient and help the main de-
livery o�  ce meet daily targets.

Problems experienced in 
Taynuilt and nearby commu-
nities, including Kilchrenan 
and Dalavich, have included 
post getting mixed up, being 
delivered to wrong addresses, 

hospital appointments being 
missed and no mail being 
delivered to Taynuilt.

Community councillors in 
Taynuilt are urging people to 
lobby Royal Mail if  problems 
continue.  Complaints can be 
sent to Royal Mail online  via 
persona l .help.roya l ma i l .
com or in writing to Royal 
Mail, Customer Services 
(Complaints), Freepost.

A Royal Mail spokeswoman 
said: ‘Royal Mail has complet-
ed its review and for service 
and e�  ciency reasons both 
postmen serving Taynuilt will 
continue to start their roles 
from Oban delivery o�  ce as 
they have done for the past 
year. � ere is no change to the 
delivery service we provide 
to customers and, in fact, our 
people are now out on the 
street delivering earlier than 
before. Customers can still 
pick up undelivered items of 
mail from Taynuilt post o�  ce.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Peter Bain, Norwegian head teachers Wenche Rudshaug Kavali and Olav Wennemo, 
and pupils from Oban High School.

School welcomes Norwegian heads
Norwegian head teachers 
made a second visit to Oban 
High School last week as 
part of an international 
exchange programme.

� e schools share best 
practices and explore oppor-
tunities for 16-year-olds.

Wenche Rudshaug Kavali 
and Olav Wennemo were 
welcomed to the school by 
Oban head teacher Peter 
Bain, councillors Kieron 
Green and Yvonne McNeilly, 

and the executive director of 
community services, Douglas 
Hendry.

Mr Bain said: ‘Mailand 
videregående skole was 
researching the opportunities 
available to young people 
seeking work or further 
education in Scottish schools, 
and got in touch with us last 
year to see if they could form 
an exchange programme.

‘� ey visited us last October 
and, following a highly 

successful and positive trip, a 
project plan was established 
between us which allows 
teachers in both countries 
to share examples of good 
practice linked to Developing 
the Young Workforce.

‘I’m delighted that our 
Norwegian visitors are here 
with us this week to look at 
how we develop leadership at 
all levels, in particular how 
we are developing pupils as 
young leaders.’

Fireworks were better than ever

I hope everyone enjoyed the 
� reworks as much as I did.

Fire Worx Scotland of 
Inverurie outdid themselves 
this year and it was great 
to have stalls in Station 
Square with lots of lovely hot 
food, Oban and  Lorn Lions 
fundraising and Scottish Sea 
Farms (SSF) handing out re-
usable bamboo cups. SSF also 
deserve a big vote of thanks 
for the funding which made 
this year’s display bigger and 
better.

Have a wee look on our 
LoveOban Facebook page and 
you can see some of the amaz-
ing photos – and thanks to 
everyone who posted photos.

We’re coming up for 
Remembrance Day on 
Sunday, which makes it quite 

special especially with this 
being the 100th anniversary 
of the end of WWI.

� is year there will be a con-
cert in St Columba’s Cathedral 
at 4pm which will also have 
an exposition celebrating the 
100th anniversary of Poland 
regaining independence.

� ere’s also quite a lot hap-
pening in the town on Friday 
and Saturday, with Cancer 
Research Oban holding a 
quiz in the Masonic Hall on 
Friday night and on Saturday 
Oban Pipe Band are having a 
soup lunch in the Band Hall 
to raise funds for the Beatson 
Cancer Charity.

If you’re a music lover, 
Charlie Landsborough is in 
the Corran Halls on Friday, 
and not forgetting our own 
Phoenix Cinema which has 
lots of good things on at the 
moment, including Bohemian 
Rhapsody and A Star Is Born.

Dunollie also has lots 
to o� er at the moment. If 
you’ve never visited, now is 
the time to book A Day at 
Dunollie to � nd out all about 
the MacDougalls and, if you 
have children under � ve, then 
the Explore Outdoor Club is 
for you but  remember your 
wellies and hats for both these 
days out.

Last week’s photograph was 
of the water treatment plant 
next to the Corran Halls. � is 
week’s is on George Street but 
you’ll only spot it if you look 
up a bit.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Spectacular success for Lions club appeal
Oban and Lorn Lions Club 
has been donated more than 
1,000 pairs of old glasses for 
its Recycle for Sight Appeal, 
which gives the gi�  of sight 
to people in developing 
countries.

� e spectacles will be sent to 
Papua New Guinea, Nigeria, 
Ghana and Nepal, where eye 

care and prescription glasses 
are not available to those who 
need them most.

At the start of their appeal 
this year, Lions press o�  cer 
Jim Edge explained: ‘� e 
inability to see clearly can 
prevent children from learn-
ing in school and adults from 
� nding work, but by working 

with other Lions clubs around 
the world, we can bring clear 
vision to millions, one pair at 
a time.’

A team of local Lions volun-
teers cleaned and sorted the 
glasses, before sending them 
to be distributed to clinics in 
some of the world’s poorest 
countries.Weighed and paid at your front door

Clothes in good condition, 
no stains, no rags, no underwear, 
no wet clothes, and good quality 

shoes and bedding.

All areas covered.All areas covered.

Telephone: 
07950452395

Why donate when you can be paid?

Why donate when you can 
when you can be paid?MONEY FOR 

YOUR CLOTHES
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Professor Adam McBride, Caitlin Denholme, Iain MacLean, Megan Day and Chris Smith.

What links 3, 8, 19, 26 and 01631?
Two Oban High School pupils 
have won an Oban maths chal-
lenge posed to the whole town.

�e challenge involved ‘ban’ 
numbers: numbers that do 
not contain a particular letter 
when spelled out in English.

For example, all eban num-
bers have the letter ‘e’ banned. 
�e sequence of eban numbers 
starts 2, 4, 6, 30, 32, 34, 36, 40, 
42, 44, 46, 50, 52, 54, 56, 60, 62, 
64, 66, etc. All the numbers are 
even.

Over the summer holidays, 
mysterious posters showing a 
sequence of numbers, 3, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 23, 25, 26, and so on, 
were pinned up throughout the 
town, and readers were invited 
to guess what linked them all.

It took two Oban High School 
pupils, second-year Megan 
Day and sixth-year Caitlin 
Denholme, to crack the code. 
�ey were the �rst to work 
out they are all oban numbers, 

where the letter ‘o’ is banned. 
�ere are 454 oban numbers. 
�e Oban challenge was set 
by Chris Smith, a teacher 
in Kilmarnock, who was 
inspired by a talk about ban 
numbers by Professor Adam 
McBride. �ey decided to pose 
the oban challenge to the town, 
and found Oban High School 
maths teacher Iain MacLean 
ready to help.

Megan and Caitlin each won a 
glass trophy and a £20 voucher.

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Diabetes affects an estimated 4.6 million 
people in the UK1 , yet 40% of the British 
public are unaware that blindness is one 
of diabetes’ biggest complications2.

Specsavers is dedicated to raising 
awareness of good eye care in both 
detecting and managing the condition – 
especially as research from Specsavers 
and the Royal National Institute of Blind 
People (RNIB) shows one in fi ve adults 
are unaware that opticians can check for 
indicators of the condition3. 

Dr Nigel Best, clinical spokesperson at 
Specsavers says: ‘Diabetes is one of the 
fastest growing health conditions today 
– fuelled by record levels of obesity, 
excessive sugar consumption and 
sedentary lifestyles. If we continue to 
turn a blind eye to the risk of developing 
type 2 diabetes as a result, we can only 
expect to see the number of undiagnosed 
cases escalate.

‘Diabetic retinopathy is one of the 
leading causes of blindness among 
people of working age in the UK4 so 
it’s hugely important that diabetes is 
detected early and monitored correctly 
to avoid furthering the risks. 

‘At Specsavers, we offer digital retinal 
photography. This takes a detailed 
picture of the back of your eye and the 
microcirculation of blood – helping to 
highlight indicators of diabetes that need 
addressing.

Eye screening is also 
a key part of your 
diabetes care and 
people with diabetes 
should have routine 
screenings done every 
one to two years by an 
optometrist. Contact 

your local GP or local diabetic screening 
service for more information.  

Sophie Castell, Director of Relationships 
at RNIB, says: ‘Sadly, all too often, people 
with diabetes can lose their sight due to 
complications. Yet with early detection 
and treatment, sight loss due to diabetic 
retinopathy can be prevented. Regular 
eye tests are important for everyone, but 
especially for people living with diabetes 
who should also ensure they attend 
appointments for specialist diabetic eye 
screening. It’s a few minutes that could 
save your sight.’ 

People at risk of losing sight due 
to lack of regular health checks

1 https://www.diabetes.org.uk/resources-s3/2017-11/
diabetes_in_the_uk_2010.pdf

2 https://www.diabetes.org.uk/about_us/news/over-40-of-
people-unaware-diabetes-can-lead-to-blindness-

3 State of the Nation’s Eye Health, Specsavers/ RNIB 2016 
http://www.rnib.org.uk/knowledge-and-research-hub-
research-reports/prevention-sight-loss/stateofthenation 

4 http://www.rnib.org.uk/sites/default/fi les/RNIB_
evidence_based_review_of_working_age_people.pdf
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It was all fright on the night!
Ghouls, ghosts, and a bunch of 
grapes celebrated Halloween in 
Oban last week.

O�  ce sta�  at  Ainsley  Smith 
& Co, Chartered Accountants, 
dressed up to raise money for 
Motor Neuron Disease, while 
children made their way to 
Soroba Community Centre. 
Youngsters dooked for apples, 
mummi� ed their peers and 
danced.

‘What a fabulous turnout we 
had for our Halloween event,’ 
volunteers at the community 

centre said.  ‘Huge thanks 
to the many residents and 
friends of our centre for the 
generous donations. � anks 
to  Soroba shop  for keeping 
our collection bucket and 
donating so generously, Fiuran 
Property,  Tesco,  Marks and 
Spencer, Farmfoods, Lidl, Aldi 
and Hope Kitchen.

‘Without the wonderful 
donations from all of these 
businesses, our event would 
not have been the brilliant 
success it was.’The team at Oban accountants Ainsley Smith & Co.

Mila McCracken enjoys an apple, while dressed as bunch 
of grapes. 17_t45_SorobaHalloween02

One of the games played on the night was Halloween 
Twister. 17_t45_SorobaHalloween03

Volunteers Nicola Wilson and Christine Smith get 
involved in ‘the mummy game’. 17_t45_SorobaHalloween04

Soroba Community Centre hosted its annual Halloween 
party. 17_t45_SorobaHalloween01

01397 874000whc.uhi.ac.uk
West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193).

Thinking…
>  about your future? 
> of a new career?
> of combining work  and learning?

Open Day
@  Fort William 
Sat Nov 10,  11am-3pm

your future
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Leader rubbishes 
council plan
The idea of a new 
‘super-council’ that would 
remove Helensburgh 
and Lomond area from 
Argyll and Bute has been 
rubbished by the council’s 
leader.

A study by academics at 
the University of She�  eld 
says Helensburgh and 
Lomond should become 
part of a Greater Glasgow 
council. Councillor Aileen 
Morton said she does not 
expect to see the recom-
mendation become reality.

Optician focuses on 
eye health training
Specsavers in Oban has 
introduced eye health train-
ing for its non-clinicians, 
to ensure that whoever a 
customer � rst sees in-store 
is sympathetic to their eye 
care needs.

The RNIB Ambassador 
training, which has been 
devised by Specsavers and 
the Royal National Institute 
of Blind People, has seen 
one member of the team 
in Oban complete the RNIB 
Ambassador training with 
more due to complete it.

Celebrate St Andrew’s 
Day with free tickets
To help celebrate St Andrew’s 
Day, Historic Environment 
Scotland (HES) is launching 
a free ticket giveaway to some 
of Argyll and Bute’s top herit-
age visitor attractions.

HES has thousands of free 
tickets to give away to some 
of the most iconic sites in 
the country on Saturday and 
Sunday, November 24 and 
25, as part of the build-up to 
this year’s St Andrew’s Day 
celebrations.

� e MacDougall stronghold 
of Dunsta� nage Castle and 
Iona Abbey, a vibrant centre 
of Christian worship ever 
since St Columba arrived 
in AD563, are among 35 
attractions taking part in 
the promotion throughout 
Scotland.

� e registration for free 
tickets will close at 5pm on 
Friday November 23. Visitors 
will get the chance to claim 
their free tickets by simply 

registering online at www.
ticketgiveaway.co.uk and 
applying for tickets to the 
attraction of their choice.

� e ticket giveaway is part 
of the Scottish Government’s 
winter festivals which kicks 
o�  with St Andrew’s Day and 
carries through Christmas 
and Hogmanay and up until 
Burns Night.

Stephen Duncan, director 
of commercial and tourism 
at HES, said: ‘Exploring 

our sites is a great way to 
learn more about Scotland’s 
fascinating past and we want 
to encourage communities to 
take a step back in time and 
learn more about the signif-
icant historic stories in their 
local area.

‘By participating in the St 
Andrew’s ticket giveaway, 
visitors will have the oppor-
tunity to access our iconic 
castles, abbeys and palaces 
for free over the weekend, 

so there is something for 
everyone.

‘If you’ve never visited your 
local historic site, then this 
is the perfect opportunity as 
it gives visitors the unique 
chance to get a taste of what’s 
available in their area for 
free.’

For further information 
and how to apply for tickets, 
visit www.ticketgiveaway.
co.uk and share the hashtag 
#ticketgiveaway.

Oban Sea Kayak Race has windfall for lifeboat
� e organisers of the Oban 
Sea Kayak Race presented a 
cheque to the Oban lifeboat 
and crew members for the 
sum of £1,500, the proceeds 
from the 2018 Oban Sea 
Kayak Race, which took place 
on Saturday August 25.

� is takes the total donated 
to the Oban lifeboat from this 

event since its � rst race in 
2010 to £18,600.

Oban Sea Kayak Race would 
like to thank the following for 
their help, without which, the 
event could not take place: Neil 
Matheson, Dr Erik Jespersen, 
Struan and Cameron Smith 
of Coastal  Connection and to 
Dr Hue Forbes, manager of 

the Kilbowie Outdoor Centre 
for  the use of the centre and 
facilities during the race.

� e organisers would also 
like to thank all the business-
es and individuals around 
Oban Bay who continue to 
support and sponsor this 
event and make it the success 
it has become.

Competitors set o�  in the 2018 Oban Sea Kayak Race. 
Photograph: Stephen Lawson
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Over the past few weeks, a 
number of unrelated but sig-
ni� cant events and encounters 
– both  sad and happy – have 
brought the � shing industry 
to the  forefront of my mind 
and it spurred me on to dig out 
the verses of a song I started 
writing a few years ago.

� e downward spiral of the 
� shing industry in the UK 
and Ireland is a multifaceted 
and sad story of unnecessary 
decline. � e song is not an at-
tempt to go into detail and ex-
plain the quagmire of tangled 
knots and many factors that 
have led to this, but a  simple 
re� ection on the sadness of the 
passing of a once powerful and 
highly-respected industry.

While the industry is a shad-
ow of what it was, � shermen 
still go to sea, boats are built 
and hope for the future.

� e Last of the Hunters
Here’s a health to the � shermen 
who plough the lonely sea
And battle with the ocean 
where it’s in their blood to be.
Dear the fruitful bounty of the 
blind and savage foam.
� ey are the last of the hunters, 
and they’re proudly sailing 

home.
Sailing home, sailing home,
� e last of the hunters sailing 
home.
Away to the westward now 
against the � ooding tide
� e hunters of the wild, now 
the last ones in our time.
� rough living gale and storm 
they sail, the crystal sea they 
roam
We’ll give a welcome at the 
harbour when the boats are 
sailing home.
From the mighty � eets of 
Yarmouth to the deep-sea ships 
of Hull
� e famous Fleetwood trawlers 
all have su� ered from the cull
In Lossiemouth, Lochinver, 
Fisherrow and Pittenweem
Golden days in memory, but 
now a fading dream.
Quiet now the harbours where 
a distant echo rings
Eriskay and Scalpay where the 
herring men were kings;
Laden deep for Mallaig and the 
Skipper’s chair a throne
Legends of the sea and still 
their ghosts are sailing home.
A realm of strong intrepid men 
and heroes of renown
A shadow of the past and being 
quickly torn down

By those in suits not � t to wear 
the boots of � shermen
� e heart torn out from the 
harbour leaving scars that will 
not mend.
� e lions of sea tied up in knots 
of weasels’ lies
Are � ghting for survival as 
their world quickly dies.
Under cloaks of conservation, 
they’re being le�  to die alone
But we’ll stand upon their side 
again and hail them sailing 
home.
And in Newlyn, Plymouth, 
Brixham, Poole, � e Wash and 
Grimsby town
North Sheilds and Eyemouth, 
Peterhead, the Broch, they’ll 
hold their ground.
Orkney, Shetland and the 
Hebrides, in Oban and Kintyre
Kilkeel, the Isle of Man and 
Killybegs, they will not die.
So we’ll toast the Mallaig 
trawlers and the creel men of 
the West
Pelagic ships of Whalsay and 
the seiners of Caithness,
Brixham beamers, Cornish 
crabbers, and in every pier and 
cove
We’ll give a welcome at the 
harbour when the boats are 
sailing home.

Chloe wins 
photo contest
A photograph of a rainbow 
over Tarbert has won a 
council competition because 
it symbolises hope a� er the 
sinking of the Nancy Glen.

Picking a winner was a 
tough decision to make for 
the judge – policy lead for 
education Councillor Yvonne 
McNeilly – with so many 
high-quality entries from 
pupils sent in from all over 
Argyll.

� e top prize of a framed 
presentation of the winning 
photograph and £50 cash was 
awarded to Chloe Twynham 
from Tarbert Academy who 
captured a rainbow over the 
town of Tarbert.

� e second prize went to 
another Tarbert Academy 
pupil, Alannah Megginson, 
who received £30 in cash for 
her beach scene. � ird prize 
went to Oban High School’s 

Lauren Gibson whose photo-
graph of her younger brother 
looking out to the sea won her 
£20.

Councillor McNeilly said: 
‘� e pictures we were sent 
were all amazing. It’s really 
wonderful to see our children 
taking such an interest in 
the world around them and 
to see how well they capture 
the beautiful surroundings of 
Argyll and Bute.

‘Chloe’s picture instantly 
touched me as it shows a 
lovely rainbow over Tarbert. 
Following the tragedy of 
the Nancy Glen � shing boat 

earlier this year, I just felt 
this image was almost like a 
symbol of hope. Really, any 
of Chloe’s entries would have 
been a worthy winner, but 
this picture had a particular 
impact when I � rst saw it.

‘I’d like to thank everyone 
who entered and also all the 
parents and school sta�  who 
encouraged pupils to enter 
and helped them with getting 
their entries to us.’

� e theme of the compe-
tition was for youngsters to 
take photos of natural scen-
ery, wildlife or anything else 
captivating about the area. 

by Jack MacGregor
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Chloe Twynham’s rainbow and Lauren Gibson’s brother.

YES YOU CAN!
At Slimming World we’re full of surprises
Breakfast: Asparagus and roast pepper mu�  ns: Savoury ‘mu�  ns’ are ideal for breakfast, and 

the whole family will love them. 
Lunch: Tuna melt toastie: Stir diced red onion through drained canned tuna in spring water. 

Lightly toast 2 slices wholemeal bread from a small 400g loaf. Spoon the tuna mixture 
onto 1 slice, press down with the back of the spoon, then add 30g cheddar cheese, 
grated. Top with the other piece of toast and grill until the cheese is gooey.

Dinner: Pork Schnitzel with sauerkraut & roasted new potatoes: Take 8 tender pork escalope 
(visible fat removed) and generously coat in herb infused breadcrumbs, make a 
creamy sauerkraut dressing and roast the new potatoes with a low cal spray. Serve 
the schnitzels with the sauerkraut and potatoes, sprinkled with parsley and black 
pepper. Yum!

Snacks: Settling down at home to watch a movie? Get the cinema feel with a 25g bag of 
Propercorn Sweet Coconut & Vanilla Popcorn (6 Syns)

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

SIMPLY Shredding
MacQueen Bros, 

Glengallan Road, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all confidential 
material from your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents being 
destroyed should you wish.

Secure document 
& data destruction
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Connel Bridge and 
A828 closed at night
Connel Bridge and the A828 
south of Barcaldine have been 
closed overnight this week for 
resurfacing and repairs worth 
£385,000, a� er a vehicle 
struck the bridge’s overhead 
beams.

Drivers are facing a 42-mile 
diversion as 2.5km of the 
A828 between Barcaldine and 
Benderloch is closed at night 
until Friday November 16, 
when it reopens, and Connel 
Bridge is closed at night until 
Tuesday, November 13.

BEAR Scotland said due to 
Connel Bridge’s single lane, 
and restricted road widths at 
the area of resurfacing on the 
A828, both projects required 
road closures for safety.

A spokesperson said last 
week: ‘� e A828 will be 
closed overnight between 
Benderloch and Barcaldine 
from November 4-15, be-
tween 7pm and 5.45am.

‘On the A85 at Connel and 
A82 at Ballachulish, a signed 
42-mile diversion route will 
be in place via the A82 and 
A85 for road users travel-
ling between Connel and 
Ballachulish.

‘Short amnesties will be 
in place to allow road users 
requiring access to properties 
accessed from the A828 to be 
safely escorted through the 
work site at approximately 
8.30pm, 9.30pm, 11.30pm, 
1.30am and 3.30am.

‘Road users should note 
that, although no surfacing 
works will take place over-
night on Friday and Saturday, 

November 9 and 10, closures 
will still be in place on the 
A828 between 10pm and 
5.45am for essential bridge 
maintenance at Connel 
Bridge.

‘From 10pm on Tuesday 
November 6 to Monday 
November  12, local access 
will be available from 
Ballachulish only, due to 
works being in place on 
Connel Bridge. 

‘� e signed diversion route 
will be in place on those dates. 

‘Access for emergency 
services will be maintained 
at all times. � e A828 Connel 
Bridge will be closed from 
Tuesday November 6 for sev-
en nights for essential bridge 
maintenance. 

‘With the exception of 
emergency services, no tra�  c 
will be allowed to cross the 
bridge during this work, 
therefore any road users 
requiring access to properties 
via the  A828  will require to 
do so from Ballachulish. 

‘Access for pedestrians 
across Connel Bridge will be 
maintained throughout the 
project but will be escorted 
through the site only when it 
is safe to do.’

Eddie Ross, BEAR 
Scotland’s north-west unit 
representative, said: ‘� rough 
combining Connel Bridge 
repair work and planned sur-
facing improvements south of 
Barcaldine, we aim to reduce 
overall disruption to motor-
ists and local residents while 
maximising productivity.’

New collection opens 
at Iona Abbey library
� e Duke and Duchess of 
Argyll, accompanied by their 
family and the Dowager 
Duchess, journeyed to Iona 
on Saturday October 20 to 
help Iona Cathedral Trust 
celebrate the opening of a 
new Heritage Collection in 
the abbey library.

� e Argyll family arrived to 
a welcoming committee and 
were piped ashore by Calum 
MacDougall, who then led 
the procession up through An 
Baile Mor to the St Columba 
Hotel, where the guests 
stopped for refreshment.

Later in the a� ernoon, 
invited guests were addressed 
by the Duke of Argyll and 
the Very Rev Dr Finlay 
Macdonald, chairman of the 
Iona Cathedral Trust, with 

references made to the duke’s 
family connections with  the 
island and the long history of 
the library from St Columba’s 
monastery to the present day.

� e duke’s children helped 
with a simple ribbon-cutting 
ceremony declaring the  Iona 
Abbey Heritage Collection 
open.

Guests were then treated to 
mini tours of the newly refur-

bished library and then it was 
back to the Chapter House 
for refreshments supplied by 
the St Columba and Argyll 
hotels.

� e cathedral trust also wel-
comed a number of relatives 
who were linked with Mary 
and George Ritchie of Iona, 
parents of Alex and Robert 
Ritchie, who donated so 
much to rebuild and develop 

the abbey library back in the 
early to mid 1940s.

� e event was also support-
ed by the Councillor Roddy 
McCuish and Councillor 
Mary-Jean Devon, with 
representatives from other 
project partners – the Iona 
Community, the National 
Trust for Scotland and Iona 
Community Council.

� e library will stay a 
specialist library, with the old 
books being looked a� er by a 
librarian, who will be respon-
sible for supporting access to 
the new collection.

Special thanks were given 
to Argyll and Bute Council 
Education Department and 
the participating schools on 
Mull and Iona, which enjoyed 
a number of project work-
shop activities during the 
two years of the Iona Abbey 
Library Project. 

Refreshments were supplied at the Chapter House.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

The Duke of Argyll and others 
celebrate the o�  cial opening of the 
heritage collection at Iona library.
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BUSINESS NEWS
IN BRIEF
� Loganair is to begin operating Islay’s 
� rst scheduled airlink to Scotland’s 
capital. Passengers will initially be able 
to travel between Edinburgh and the 
Inner Hebrides four times per week, 
building up to a daily service by May, 
with a morning � ight on Saturdays and 
lunchtime services on the other six 
days. Commencing on March 31, the 
� ight will use a 33-seat Saab 340.

� A new restaurant opening at the end 
of the year on the west coast of the Isle 
of Lewis is set to create at least six new 
jobs. Construction of the Uig Sands 
Restaurant is under way and is being 
developed by owners of Uig Lodge 
in Timsgarry, Dickon and Elly Green. 
The project has secured £175,000 
investment from Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and £125,000 EU LEADER 
funding towards the £650,000 project.

� The Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
(MCA) is to increase its vessel survey 
and medical examination fees for the 
� rst time in more than 10 years. 
Consideration was also given to the 
impact on small-scale operators. Only 
those 15 metres in length or over need 
to be surveyed.

An Oban mum-of-four decided to begin a 
cleaning business earlier this year for both 
commercial and  domestic clients throughout 
Argyll and Bute.

Since launching Argyll Cleaning Services 
Ltd, Laura Cumming has received high praise 
from clients, with comments about how kind, 
helpful and determined she is.

With support from Business Gateway Argyll 
and Bute, Laura has capitalised on the demand 
for reliable and e� ective cleaning services and 
her success has inspired her to expand the 
company.

She said: ‘When I began cleaning, I knew 
I could do this for myself and have my own 
business. For me, it was go hard or go home. I 
wanted to have as many clients as possible and 
now I have two sta�  members to help with the 
workload.

‘My plan is to extend on this and create more 
jobs in the area but also build something my 
children will bene� t from, either with me doing 
well or them possibly taking over in the years to 
come if the business continues to succeed.

‘I’ve needed a lot of help along the way and 

Oban mum hopes to 
clean up in business

Business Gateway has been on this journey 
with me the entire time. � e workshops 
Business Gateway provide have really opened 
my eyes to exactly what is involved in owning 
a company.

‘It is hard work but I love my job as it’s so sat-
isfying to help people out whether it’s cleaning 
their house, or having a chat with our older 
clients. All my sta�  have a  passion for what 
they do and I think that’s so important.’

Now Laura is looking to expand on the cli-
ents she already has and is looking to increase 
her reach of  customers to include holiday 
change-overs and more commercial cleaning.

Angela Vernel, business adviser for Business 
Gateway, said: ‘Laura had plenty of drive 
and  determination to succeed when she 
approached us. She has bene� ted from our 
one-to-one support, and  from attending our 
specialist social media workshops, to help her 
build her business.’

To � nd out more about how Business 
Gateway can help set up and develop a busi-
ness call 01546 604555 or visit www.bgateway.
com

Laura Cumming has been expanding her 
� rm and now employs two people.

Get the best from your business  
with help from Business Gateway.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your  
local o�ce on 01546 808 363 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Award means café boss Sarah is one in a million
Sarah Heward, owner of � e 
Real Food Café at Tyndrum, is 
the woman who made a million 
from � sh and chips – and her 
achievement has been celebrat-
ed at the inaugural Amazing 
Women Awards in London.

� e Amazing Women Awards, 
dubbed #50over50, were 
launched by Woman & Home 
Magazine to recognise and 
celebrate the achievements of 
amazing women over 50 across 
10 categories.

Sarah was one of � ve women 
who made it to the � nal in the 
Don’t Tell Me I Can’t category, 
helping her to stake her claim as 
one of the #50over50.

It was her success, particularly 
in the face of adversity, in turn-
ing a derelict Little Chef into 
an award-winning � sh and chip 
shop with a turnover in excess of 
£1 million that made her stand 
out from the crowd when it came 
to judging.

Since she bought the café in 
2005, she has overcome a number 
of obstacles including malicious 

and targeted vandalism, embez-
zlement and near bankruptcy 
as well as devastating personal 
losses to create the hugely suc-
cessful business it is today.

She told Woman & Home 
Magazine: ‘My vision was to 
create a café or roadside diner 
that was the exact antithesis of 
everything that Little Chef had 
o� ered. In other words, I wanted 
to serve good quality, homemade 
or locally sourced food in a 
friendly and warm environment.

‘� ere were many obstacles – I 
underestimated seasonality and 
was underfunded, and of course 
the personal trauma. But I got 
through by having faith in my-
self, the right people around me 
and seeking help. It feels great to 
have such a popular café.’

Sarah travelled from the café in 
Tyndrum to the awards ceremo-
ny which was held at Claridge’s 
Ballroom in Mayfair, London, 
on October 17.

She and the other nominees 
were met by Radio 2 DJ Jo 
Whiley. Sarah Heward was at the awards hosted by Radio 2 DJ Jo Whiley.

Site is available 
at Oban Airport
A site next to Oban Airport has been 
made available for development.

Argyll and Bute Council is making a 
� nal call for o� ers from partners with 
the vision to help assist in developing 
this strategic site to its full potential. 
The closing date for o� ers is noon on 
November 23.

The 3.5-hectare site, earmarked for 
business and industry, is six miles 
north of Oban and sits adjacent to 
the airport and the A828.

This � exible location could be 
used for a range of activities, subject 
to appropriate permissions and a 
masterplan, such as o�  ce space, 
storage and distribution or airport-re-
lated use.

Key to the development is the 
ability to co-invest in infrastructure 
and development of this important 
site which will play a vital part in the 
economy of Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
as well as the wider Argyll and Bute.

For more detailed information, and 
how to submit an o� er, go to Oban 
Airport site details. You can also 
email: Estates@argyll-bute.gov.uk.
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Colourful hardy Highland ponies

Many readers will have seen War Horse, a 
moving 2011 � lm directed and co-produced 
by  Steven Spielberg based on Michael 
Morpurgo’s 1982 novel of the same name.

Set before and during the First World War, 
it tells the story of Joey, a bay thoroughbred, 
who is taken from a young English farm boy 
called Albert Irvine by the British Army. Joey 
is shipped out to the front to move heavy guns 
and supplies and, despite the horrors of war, 
returns a� er many adventures to Albert and 
the farm he was reared on.

Horses of all breeds and sizes have altered 
the course of history, probably none more so 
than the sturdy Highland pony. As � ne an 
example as any was in 1314 at the beginning 
of the battle of Bannockburn when Sir Henry 
de Bohun, an English knight, carrying a long 
lance and mounted on a heavy armoured war-
horse, charged at King Robert the Bruce who 
was on a Highland pony.

As Bohun came towards him, Bruce at the 
last second manoeuvred his nimble little horse 
to one side and, rising in his stirrups, brought 
his axe crashing down on Bohun’s head, kill-
ing him instantly. � is clash between the two 
horsemen become forever linked in Scottish 
history with Bruce, Bannockburn and a heroic 
victory against the odds.

Although Highland ponies were used for 
helping out on cro� s, farms and sporting 
estates for decades, it was not until the forma-
tion of the Lovat Scouts, a mounted regiment 
which did so well in the South African wars in 
the early 1900s, that their future was assured. 

� eir deployment by Lord Lovat proved so 
successful that the Marquis of Tullibardine, 
later the 8th Duke of Atholl, was given 
permission by the military high command 
to raise � e Tullibardine’s Scottish Horse, 
which, along with Lovat’s Scouts, was given a 
permanent place in the Army List of mounted 
volunteer regiments.

Where did these animals come from? Twelve 
small black horses are said to have been intro-
duced to Scotland from Flanders around the 
mid 1600s by one of the Dukes of Hamilton 
who stabled them at Strathaven castle in 
Lanarkshire.

No evidence for this exists but it has been 
suggested that they may have been brought 
from Flanders to Bo’ness on the Hamilton’s 
Linlithgow estates. Later two stallions  of 
the original black strain were introduced to 
Kintyre by Sir Charles MacDonald Lockhart 
of Lee on the Clyde to his Largie estates but 
it was not long before the colour was banned 
by the Highland and Agriculture Society in fa-
vour of greys other than for purely farm work.

� e horses which went up into the Highlands 
were mostly greys although Burns’s Tam 
O’Shanter rode a grey, and it was a grey 
which his Old Farmer saluted on a New Year’s 
Morning.

Glenorchy was for many years a great centre 
of Highland pony breeding. Writing of the 
snowstorm of 1554, a local scribe recorded: 
‘� ere was no thaw till 17th January. It was 
the greatest snowstorm  that was seen in the 
memory of man living. Many wyld horses and 
mares, kye, sheep and goats perished and died 
for want of food in the mountains and other 
parts.’ � ese little “wyld horses” were no doubt 
indigenous.

‘Shortly a� er, if not before, attempts were 
made to improve them when Lord  David 
Murray, private secretary to King James I of 
England and VI of Scotland wrote to the laird 
of Glenorchy, “Honourable Sir, the prince 
received a pair of eagles very thankfullie and 
we hade good sport with same and according 
to his promiss he hath sent you a horse to be 
a stallion, one of the best in his stable for that 
purpose and comendis him kyndlie to you and 
to say that seven years hence when he comes 
to Scotland that he hopes to gett some of his 
breed”.’

Some of the Glenorchy ponies went out to 
other parts of the Highlands and Islands and 
became the source of many � ne folds. � eir 
management was tied to a careful system 
as the following illustrates: ‘John, Earl of 
Breadalbane, lets to John M’Nab for � ve years 
the grazing hills of Bentechie and Elraig, with 
the full accustomed places where his Lordship 
and his predecessors’ horses were wont to pas-
ture in Glenorchy, delivering to him 30 stud 
mares either with foal or having foals at their 
feet ... John M’Nab is to keep the mares and 
stallion on his own peril, and to be answerable 
for them in all cases, excepting only in the case 
of daylight depredations and public harrying 
in a hostile manner, and to keep the stallion 
from labour.

‘To pay the Earl the sum of 10 pounds Scots 
for each of the lands yearly in the name of 

tack [lease] duty, and at the expiry of his tack 
to re-deliver to the Earl the same number of 
mares and foals and a stallion of equal value 
with these he received, or to pay the aforesaid 
prices for the mares and stallions which are 
wanting. 

‘And in a like manner 10 pounds for every 
foal which shall be short of the number of 30 
as above mentioned, delivering also the Earl’s 
burning-iron, which he received for marking 
the horses. Finlarig, 11 June 1702.’

� e Atholl ponies were equally ancient. In 
1540, Henry VIII presented the Scottish king 
with Barbary  horses and a number of small 
Spanish ones called ‘jennets’ which found 
their way into Perthshire.

Although probably weakened by other 
introductions, the Atholl ponies were used 
by Landseer as models for some of his paint-

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines
A major new artwork commemorating 
100 years since the Iolaire tragedy has 
premiered at An Lanntair on Lewis.

The clocks went back in a very di� erent 
way last Saturday evening for Sàl, 
composed by Iain Morrison with imagery 
by artists Dalziel and Scullion.

Sàl, which can mean, salt, saltwater, 
the open sea and suggest tears, is the 
� rst of a series of special events at An 
Lanntair in Stornoway to mark the Iolaire 
centenary.

The Iolaire tragedy is an anguished 
story of wrecked lives and ravaged 
communities. On the morning of 
January 1, 1919, a war-weary community, 
exhausted by loss, who had prepared for 
peace, reconciliation and return, were 
engulfed by impenetrable grief when 
the Iolaire, carrying servicemen home, 
sank.

Notwithstanding the virtuoso per-
formances across a suite of 12 musical 
chapters and imagery, Sàl is also deeply 
personal.

Iain Morrison’s great-grandfather was 
among those lost and left a widow and 
eight children. His grandfather was but 
one year old. It is threaded through his 
genealogy. It draws on the deep well of 
Ceòl Mòr and Gaelic psalm singing.

The centenary programme continues 
this week with the launch of the 
book The Darkest Dawn at the Faclan, 
the Hebridean Book Festival, followed 
by a second An Lanntair commis-
sion, An Treas Suaile (The Third Wave) 
by Julie Fowlis and Duncan Chisholm, 
premiering on November 9, alongside 
Bho Mhoch Gu Dubh (From Dawn to 
Dark), an exhibition of work by Mhairi 
Law and Alec Galloway.

Sàl will be performed again at An 
Lanntair on December 29, just before the 
centenary of the Iolaire disaster.

Sàl launches 
Iolaire centenary

The Iolaire sank on January 1, 1919.
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

This week’s photograph was sent to The Oban Times by Ian Tegner from Kilninver. Ian 
said: ‘Browsing through my archives, I came across this photograph of old Oban Station. I 
do not know whence it came or the actual date but it must have been quite soon after the 
opening of the station in 1880, given the horse-drawn carriage, the dresses of the ladies 
and the old cottages in the distance. I � rst travelled to Oban in August 1933, so well 
remember the old station.’

It’s nearly all change at Fort William’s West End. Photograph courtesy of Roamer 

Colourful hardy Highland ponies

Highland ponies at Achagavel in the Black Glen, Morvern. Photograph: Iain Thornber

ings featuring Queen Victoria. Writing on 
September 18, 1842, when at Blair Castle, the 
guest of the Duke of Atholl, Her Majesty says: 
‘We set o�  on ponies to go up one of the hills, 
Albert riding the dun pony and I the grey, 
attended only by Sandy M’Ara in his Highland 
dress. We went out by the back way across 
the ford, Sandy leading my pony and Albert, 
following closely, the water reaching above 
Sandy’s knees.’

Some time before 1833, there was a noted 
stud of Highland ponies at Corriechoille in 
Lochaber. � ey were of all colours – browns, 
bays, greys, duns, yellow-creams and piebalds. 

William McKenzie, the tenant of Gaick deer 
forest, bought some of the best of them. 

Although Gaick was never a royal forest it 

was regarded as one of the most important deer 
forests in Scotland. Edward Ormiston, head 
stalker [or forester, as they used to be called] 
recorded in 1905, that the most noted mare at 
Gaick for a long time was ‘Gaick Calliag’ and 
that this grand old type of a Lochaber pony, 
when 16  years old and carrying her ninth foal, 
was sold for £64 and went south to the New 
Forest. At the same time her own son was sold 
for £75 to Mr Forsyth of Quinish on Mull.

� ere were other well known Highland studs 
at Guisachan, Glenquoich, Mamore, Rum, 
Corrour, Glengarry and Aldourie. � e fold at 
Guisachan near Beauly, was formed by mares 
from Mull, Skye and other western islands, 
served by a black stallion owned by a Mr 
Macleod of Coulmore in Skye.
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURESSpectacular events 
light up winter 
nights explosively
It is to the great credit of all involved that 
there has been widespread praise for the 
bon� re nights and � reworks displays held 
over the past week or so in Oban, Taynuilt 
and Dunbeg.

Andrew Spence, chief executive of 
BID4Oban, was even moved to say he 
thought this year’s � reworks in Oban were 
the biggest and best to date. He was also 
quick to thank Scottish Sea Farms for its 
generous funding of the event.

It was heart-warming also to see the return 
of bon� re night celebrations at Taynuilt 
a� er an absence of nearly 20 years.

And there was added cause for praise at 
Dunbeg where the organisers dedicated the 
event to little Harris McGougan, the three-
year-old who has been battling leukemia. 
Funds raised will go towards his appeal.

Hundreds of people turned out to view 
the spectacular, explosive lighting up of the 
night skies. 

Well done to all involved in organising, 
funding and supporting the traditional 
November celebrations. 

A time to re� ect on 
the greatest sacri� ce
� is Sunday sees the 100th anniversary of 
the guns falling silent at the cessation of the 
First World War.

As we report today, there are many ded-
ications, services and ceremonies planned 
across Oban and Argyll, an area whose sons 
were among the many who fought and died 
in the horri� c con� ict.

� is year’s commemorations are given 
added poignancy as it is the centenary of the 
Armistice.

We would encourage everyone to fall silent  
at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month as a mark of respect to all those who 
made the ultimate sacri� ce.

Continuing discrimination 
by Highland health board
I have previously complained to the Highland 
health board about its contempt for disabled peo-
ple. Evidence of this is shown by, for example, the 
absence of automatic doors at the Lorn Medical 
Centre in Oban, preventing mobility impaired 
people to enter the building independently. � is 
is contrary to the Disability Discrimination Act 
1995, the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 
and the Equality Act 2010. 

Having automatic doors would also help par-
ents with pushchairs.

� e board continues to waste hundreds of 
thousands of pounds a year by using paper 
letters to advise patients of outpatient appoint-
ments. � e board is permitted by NHS Scotland 
to introduce cost-saving measures so why is it so 
committed to money wasting?

Using email for 50 per cent of outpatient ap-
pointments would also enable visually impaired 
patients such as me to be noti� ed of appoint-
ments. It would also comply with the 1995, 2005 
and 2010 Acts mentioned above.

Given this culture at NHS Highland, it is 
not surprising that it discriminates against 
more disadvantaged minorities. I acknowledge 
the di�  culty some trans people have and the 
problems self-de� nition can cause, but I wholly 
support that LGBT people must be treated with 
the same dignity and respect accorded to the 
mainstream population. So why, therefore, does 
the new online prescription ordering system at 
the Lorn Medical Centre in Oban insist on a 
purely binary de� nition of gender? Many people 
de� ne themselves as non-binary when it comes 
to their gender so what were the reasons for 
specifying the new IT system at the Oban GP 
surgery should be so prejudiced?

Mike Foster, Crannaig a Mhinister, Oban.

How many people bene� t 
from Ulva investment?
You report a grant of £275,000 for a building 
at Ulva Ferry.

Over the past couple of years, it seems that 
the small community on Ulva and  at Ulva 
Ferry have been provided with funds for new 
housing, a new  pontoon facility, a grant of 
more than £4 million to purchase the island 
of Ulva, and now further funding for this new 
building.

When is this largesse  going to end? Can 
those involved please tell us in total how many 

people have bene� ted from it and what � nan-
cial contribution have they made personally?

It is di�  cult to see the justi� cation for all 
of this  funding and what will actually be 
achieved.

Colin Davidson, Ardfern.

Over the top – no more
Young and innocent boys
Died to save us, at home
But, also by same token,
Christ the Saviour also died

And not for one but for all
Giving his salvation for free.
Yes, the lads were brave
And went over the top
So that we don’t have to.
By our feeble e� orts
And our worldly o� erings
As we only need to know
And remember, in our hearts
Simple words and RIP.
� e rest is over the top. Amen.,
Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir, Uibhist, a Deas.

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Nuair bhios an deoch 
a-staigh bidh a’ chiall 
a-mach! Ged a tha mise cho 
measail air  drama ri neach 
sam bith, feumaidh mi a 
ràdh cuideachd gur � ada 
bho dh’� iosraich mi agus  is 
tric a chunnaic mi fìrinn an 
t-sean� acail ud! Cluinnear 
tric bho � eadhainn a tha 
an sàs ann an gnìomhachas 
na dibhe nach bi ach beagan 
ri mì-mhodh agus eucoir fo 
bhuaidh dheoch- làidir.

Ach saoilidh mi gum bheil 
� anais gu leòr againn gum 
bheil an cron a tha am ‘bea-
gan’  sin a’ dèanamh agus an 
cunnart dham bheil iad a’ cur 
a’ mhòr-shluaigh na adhbhar 
gu leòr airson laghan smach-
dachaidh a bhith ann.

Chaidh casg a chur air de-
och-làidir aig lannan- cluiche 
agus pàircean bhall-coise 
trithead is còig bliadhna air 
ais an dèidh ùpraid mhaslach 
eadar luchd-taice Rangers 
agus Celtic an dèidh gèam 
deireannach Chupa na h-Al-
ba ann an 1980.

Gun dearbhadh gum bheil 
modh luchd-taice air athar-
rachadh gu ìre mhòr sam 
bith tha e doirbh a thuigsinn 
carson a bhiodh cuid de 
phàrtaidhean poilitigeach 
agus Comann Ball-coise na 

h-Alba a-nise deònach beach-
dachadh air cur às dhan a’ 
chasg seo.

Gun teagamh cha bhiodh 
ceadaichte ach deoch a ghab-
hadh ceannach ann an soithi-
chean plastaig aig na pàircean 
� èin ach bidh an aon bhuaidh 
aig an deoch ‘s coma càite an 
tèid a ceannach neo dè an 
seòrsa cupa às an tèid a h-òl.

� a e furasta � aicinn mar a 
dh’� aodadh daoine a bhith a’ 
ruigheachd gheamannan an 
dèidh na h-uiread òl mar-thà 
agus gum faodadh iad a bhith 
fo bhuaidh na dibhe gu tur 
ri linn beagan a bharrachd a 
gheibheadh iad aig a’ phàirc. 
‘S tric a chluinnear Comann 
Ball-coise na h-Alba a’ 
dèanamh cho-dhùnaidhean 
annasach agus tha an trusadh 
bheachd air luchd-leantainn 
a tha san amharc aca cho 
neònach ri gin roimhe.

Feumar faighneachd cò tha 
iad a’ feuchainn ri riarachadh 
an seo oir far nach eil cùisean 
air atharrachadh carson a 
bhiodh iad deònach daoine a 
chur an cunnart a-rithist?

Cha sheas argamaid gum 
bheil deoch-làidir ceadaichte 
aig geamannan rugbaidh oir 
cha robh luchd-leantainn 
an spòrs sin riamh a’ noch-
dadh an seòrsa mì-mhoidh, 

gràin-cinnidh, agus dalm-
bheachd a tha cho bitheanta 
an lùib luchd-taice ball-coise.

‘S dòcha nach eil ris a’ mhì-
mhodh ach beagan ach nì 
gràinean beag cron mòr ann 
am bròg sam bith!

Nan d’ rachadh againn air 
faotainn a-mach carson a tha 
an ìre mhòr seo de dh’eadar-
dhealachadh ann am modh 
luchd-taice an dà spòrs sin 
gum b’ urrainn dhuinn 
adhartas a dhèanamh. Ach 
chun an tachair an latha 
brèagha sin ‘s e mo bheachd 
gur còir an deoch a  bhith 
a-mach agus ciall a-staigh aig 
pàircean bhall-coise.

Where is the evidence of 
lasting change in football 
supporter behaviour 
which  encourages political 
parties and the SFA to con-
sider removing the ban on 
alcohol at matches?

Rightly proud of appointing 
a ‘safeguarding manager’ to 
‘promote a fun, inclusive and 
safe environment for children 
in football’, the SFA must 
remember that the stadia and 
parks are a critical part of 
that environment.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@ obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Rural growth deal is a step 
in the right direction
� e rural growth deal that will hopefully be 
coming to Argyll and Bute will not only be 
very welcome but will go to address at least 
some of the past unfairness my local area has 
had to put up with.

With the support of my Conservative group, 
I have played a key role in making sure the 
Argyll and Bute Council administration 

understands all the issues facing the Kintyre 
and Islands ward and to see that we are given 
rightful prominence in Argyll and Bute’s rural 
growth deal proposals.

I also have given strong advice to all of my 
colleagues on the administration about the 
challenges we face across the area.

From Islay and Jura, vast tax contributions 
have � ooded into the co� ers of central govern-
ments of every political stripe for decades as 
our infrastructure has sadly disintegrated.

Our need to improve local infrastructure, 
job opportunities, housing stock, broadband 
and electric grid capacity must all be acknowl-
edged and not le�  on the back burner.

While nothing is guaranteed and the rural 
growth deal will not address all of Argyll and 
Bute’s many problems, this is a step in the 
right direction.

What is guaranteed is that I will lobby and 
� ght for my constituents in the Kintyre and 
the Islands ward and do all I can to see we are 
not sidelined as we have been in the past.

Councillor Alastair Redman, Islay.

EU should be paying the UK 
to leave the union
Regarding the request for comments about the 
First World War, I would like to make some 
comments about this subject.

I am a nephew of three uncles who served in 
the 1914-18 war, and also my mother, 23 years 
old, worked in an ammunition factory in 
Glasgow. Two of my uncles survived from the 
Lovat Scouts and also my mother. � e other 
uncle died in the Royal Navy. Many thousands 
of men and women died, or were wounded in 
body or mind.

It makes myself and many others wild to 
hear the extraordinary discussions on the me-
dia about Brexit, which has no roots or foliage.

� e two world wars were fought to keep the 
UK under its own power and control.

� e government of the day 40-odd years ago 
gave the EU permission on a plate to rule the 
UK. � is has kept on expanding over the past 
40 years, and £150 million a week is a lot of 
money to give the EU along with the power to 
decide how this is spent.

My answer to the EU would be: the people 
of the UK voted to leave the EU and all the 
£350 million sums that were paid out since the 
referendum should be returned to the UK and 
not the other way around.

UK government, wake up!
D Cameron, Arivegaig, Acharacle.

Fort William. This was sent by Mike 
Story who said: ‘The photograph shows 
Castle Stalker and a beautiful setting 
sun taken from our balcony at Appin 
Bay View.’

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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Ewan Miles’s business,  Nature 
Scotland, was  established in 2016 
and sees him provide wildlife tours 
on the island. He received the acco-
lade at this year’s  Scottish Outdoor 
and Leisure Awards.

He said: ‘I am delighted to win 
the award for 2018. I feel that I have 
totally committed my life to the 
business during the past few years 
to make it successful.

‘� ere have been a lot of rewards 
but also a lot of challenges as well, 
so receiving this trophy is a real 
highlight for me.’

Donation boxes will be placed 
around Taynuilt in a bid to fund 
repairs to the village hall.

So far, boxes have been placed 
in the post o�  ce and Graham’s 
Grocers.

In an online appeal, resident Gary 
Brown said: ‘� e hall committee 
is trying to raise money to have 
the interior painted as it currently 
resembles a Minions’ playground.

‘We were forced, however, to 
redirect a good deal of the funding 

to pay for the roof repairs which was 
in the region of £900.

‘We are reaching out to you, the 
community, to assist with the bill 
for the roof repair.

‘We intend to have charity buckets 
in di� erent establishments through-
out the village. 

‘� e buckets will be visible and 
clearly marked and we would ask 
you to consider donating your loose 
change or whatever you feel you can 
a� ord.

‘Remember, this is your village 
hall.’

� e Killin Community Choir is 
hosting a concert to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the First 
World War.

� e concert will take place in the 
McLaren Hall, Killin, on November 
10 and includes many popular songs 
from that era and up to more recent 
times.

� e choir will be joined by 
members of Scottish Opera, and 
there will also be performances by 
children.

Everyone is welcome to come and 
and sing along, and raise money for 
village charities. � ere will be a bar.

� e Friends of Oban Hospice will be 
hosting its annual � ower arrange-
ment demonstration on November 
18.

� e theme of this year’s event, 
which is hosted by Sandra Halkett, 
will be A Country Christmas.  It 
will take place in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls in Oban and starts 
at 2pm.

Tickets will cost £10 and are avail-
able from � e Flower Basket, Petals 
of Oban, and � e Dove Centre.

A charity on Mull is urgently look-
ing for volunteers to spare a few 
hours a week.

Home-Start Mull is asking people 
to donate two to three hours per 
week to help families on the island.

‘Home-Start volunteers help fam-
ilies with young children deal with 
the challenges they face,’ the charity 
writes on its website. 

‘We support parents as they learn 
to cope, improve their con� dence 
and build better lives for their 
children.’

To � nd out more, contact Kirsty 
Renton on 07717 527035 or email 
homestartmull@gmail.com.

A Mull entrepreneur’s business 
has been crowned Scotland’s Best 
Outdoor Adventure Experience 
2018.

Killin volunteer car scheme is launched
Almost 60 people attended the 
launch of the Killin and District 
Volunteer Car Scheme (KDVCS) on 
Saturday October 27.

� e car scheme o� ers ‘a safe, reli-
able, friendly and a� ordable, door 
to door, voluntary car service to 
residents of Killin and the surround-
ing areas, who � nd it di�  cult to use 
public transport to access NHS and 
other services which support and 
maintain their wellbeing’.

Originally set up for hospital and 
medical journeys, the scheme has 
developed a new constitution to 
include people who may be isolated, 
lonely or su� er from Alzheimer’s 
disease or strokes.

‘We are very grateful for a start-up 
grant from Stirling Council, which 
has helped us to set the wheels 
in motion,’ an organiser told � e 
Oban Times. ‘We are able to pay 
our volunteer drivers the nationally 
agreed rates, while reducing costs to 
passengers who meet our criteria to 
20p per mile.

‘We are grateful to Anne Ferguson, 
who supported us with the grant, 
and with the e� orts of Councillor 
Martyn Earl and Jeremy McDonald, 
who have worked hard to raise the 
issues of transport needs within our 
communities. � e launch rounded 
o�  with a presentation of a cheque 
from Stephen Kerr MP and further 
donations from the audience of 

more than £60. We are grateful for 
any and every donation or grant, 
as we are keen to keep our costs as 
low as possible. Our most expensive 
journeys are to hospitals with 90-
mile round trips and much further 

if patients’ needs are referred onto 
other hospitals for specialist treat-
ment. All these miles without any 
direct public transport links.’

Councillor Jim � omson said: ‘It’s 
brilliant to see this scheme get o�  

the ground and the praise goes to 
the organisers and local community 
who have worked hard to make this 
possible. 

‘Volunteering is obviously vitally 
important.’

Left to right: Stephen Kerr MP, Stirling Council’s head of economic development and regeneration Anne 
Ferguson, Bruce Crawford MSP, Councillor Jeremy McDonald, KDVCS founder Donald Fraser, Councillor 
Martyn Earl, town break development o�  cer Christine Watt, and town break strategy and engagement 
o�  cer Daniel La� erty. Photograph Ron Allner.

OBAN

MULL

TAYNUILT

Ewan Miles with his award.
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Send us your district news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Parking ‘mayhem’
I make no apology for returning to the thorny 
old issue of parking. It is, a� er all, a drum I 
have beaten before.

However, the problem has now expanded 
beyond Oban to engulf the isle of Mull. 
Indeed, as we report this week, so upset 
are the islanders that there is to be a public 
meeting at Craignure tomorrow (Friday).

I am tempted to say this is beyond a joke but 
it is most certainly no laughing matter and 
never has been.

Argyll and Bute Council has got this 
parking issue seriously wrong but appears to 
be too pig-headed even to contemplate the 
possibility of admitting it.

As we reported in last week’s Oban Times, 
there has been a torrent of complaints this 
year from visitors to Oban, the business 
community in the town and residents. Worse 
still was the level of concern expressed by 
people at Oban Live.

Now the good folk of Mull are poised to 
have an unworkable system imposed on 
them. � ey are, quite rightly, up in arms. Neil 
Morrison, an islander who started a petition 
against the year-round, all-week proposed 
parking charges, says it will cause ‘mayhem’. 
He is right.

Many parts of Argyll have no parking fees at 
all, while Oban is hit with a disastrous system 
that has e� ectively scrapped any long-term 
parking provision and penalises anyone who 
has to drive into town to work. And that does 
not even touch on visitors who travel here 
because it is the ‘Gateway to the Isles’.

� e council really must rethink this mess.

Acts of remembrance
� is weekend – Sunday November 11 – sees 
the 100th anniversary of the Armistice that 
� nally brought the First World War to an end.

All over Argyll and further a� eld, there will 
be digni� ed services of remembrance and 
commemoration. Quite rightly, as happens 
every year.

I would urge everyone who can to attend 
a service and to respect the silence that will 
take place. � e sacri� ce was huge and we 
must never forget.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Politicians paid a visit to 
the Pairc Playgroup in South 
Lochs, Isle of Lewis, which has 
been awarded an excellent 
grading by the Care Inspector-
ate. Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan met the minister 
for children and young people, 
Maree Todd, and children from 
the island. Pairc Playgroup has 
been successfully operating 
an extended hours project 
in partnership with HIE and 
Muaitheabhal Trust o� ering 
wrap-around childcare. It 
received an excellent rating for 
its care of children. Pairc also 
received a Green Flag from 
Keep Scotland Beautiful for its 
eco work with children.

WESTERN ISLES

INVERARAY OBAN

Oban’s new Beaver Scouts received their certi� cates and badges 
after making their promise last month. The six- to eight-year-
olds were handed their accolades in front of their parents and 
siblings. They are pictured with Beaver leaders Fiona Wilson and 
Katy Pollock.

Edinburgh West MSP Alex Cole Hamilton was the guest speaker 
at the Argyll and Bute Liberal Democrats annual general meeting 
in Inveraray. The following o�  ce bearers were elected at the 
AGM: convener, Cathy McInnes from Inveraray; vice-conveners, 
Alison Hay from Minard and Councillor Rory Colville from 
Campbeltown. Ross Moreland, from Dunoon, was elected as sec-
retary; Bill Staley from Ardrishaig as treasurer and Councillor Alan 
Reid is the membership secretary.
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Remembrance at 
Cathedral of Trees
Although the autumn gales have now 
taken away most of the leaves at the 
Cathedral of Trees, there was a moment 
a week or so ago when it was full of 
spectacular colour.

The bright red leaves around the altar 
cross were a strong visual echo of the 
blood spilled by those who gave their 
lives in the First World War and later 
con� icts.

The loss through war was part of the 
inspiration for the cathedral’s creation 
in 1921 but there is also a sense of hope 
and regeneration.

Today, with the felling of the conifers 
in the surrounding woods, light is now 
� ooding back into the cathedral after 
many years of partial shade.

This is bringing a promise of new 
growth after years of stagnation. Plans 
are now in hand to restore the architec-
tural features of the cathedral and to 
create an amenity woodland of native 
broadleaf trees around the site.

The core aim of the Glencruitten 
Cathedral of Trees (SCIO), which owns 
and runs the site, is to recreate and 
maintain the area as a place of peace, 
rich in biodiversity and o� ering a 
welcome to the community and to all 
visitors and pilgrims.

A� er tests were carried out by beekeepers on 
seven of the 12 bee colonies on Islay, there was 
no presence of Varroa destructor, a parasitic 
mite that attaches itself to the bee which weak-
ens and kills it.

� is means Islay could be one of the only plac-
es in the world to have no presence of Varroa in 
its bee colonies, if this is o�  cially con� rmed.

� e Islay Pollinator Initiative has been giving 
beginners’ beekeeping courses to anyone who 
is interested in becoming a beekeeper and 
improving habitats for all pollinating insects 
on the island. � e initiative has highlighted the 
importance of sourcing the bees to make sure 
they do not carry the parasite and are at risk of 
infecting the island.

� e initiative is also aiming to set up a social 
enterprise for Islay through selling bee products 
such as wax, jam and honey, and has recently 
had a trial of products at the Islay show.

It is also working towards improving employ-
ability and is giving young people an opportu-
nity to gain beekeeping skills and participate in 
the selling of products as this could be a new 
source of income on the island.

� e habitats of many pollinating insects are 
declining in other parts of the world but on 
Islay they are encouraging forage and improv-
ing the natural surroundings so that the future 
of many species will continue.

Fiona MacGillivray, project coordinator for 
the Islay Pollinator Initiative, said: ‘It has been 
a steep learning experience with bees sourced 
from Andrew Abrahams on Colonsay’s Black 
Honeybee reserve with four nucleus colonies.

‘Our bee mentor Tony Miller, who has been 
keeping bees for more than 40 years and is also 
a retired cra�  and design teacher from Islay 
High School, taught the skills for building our 
own kit national hives as our � rst skills, making 
the hives before the arrival of the bees at the end 
of May.

‘Lisa � omson and Jason Patton, our 
apprentices, colourfully decorated the hives 
with designs linked to the four primary school 
villages on the island, so our education element 

Islay initiative shows 
island free of parasite

Tests have  shown Islay to be free of the Varroa parasite in its bee colonies.

could link the schools and the children could 
take interest in the fortunes of their associated 
colonies.

‘Islay is believed to be Varroa free and it is 
important that we keep it that way as one of the 
few places in the world that can say this.

‘All the beekeepers from across the island 
have been asked to participate in testing for 
Varroa in their colonies. Seven of 12 locations 
have been  tested so far, and three more are 
awaiting samples and other beekeepers are to 
be persuaded to participate. All samples so far 
have con� rmed no Varroa in the colonies.

‘We have taken a small crop of honey o�  the 
bees in two batches. � e � rst exclusive 120 
small jars were sold at the Islay Show, where the 
project was shown o�  to the community, with 
the chance for them to taste the honey, trial the 
wax beauty products and give their feedback.

‘� ey had the chance to learn about the hives 
and beekeeping and be informed about the 
wider conservation value of honeybees and na-
tive pollinators in a joint display with the Islay 
Natural History Trust which is implementing 
the roadside verge survey and monitoring 
project.’

The bright red leaves around the altar 
cross were a strong visual echo of the 
blood spilled in the First World War. 
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LOCHABER AND LORN  RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start times. 
Car sharing usually possible and people can 
try before they buy. Further information at 
www.lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group can be 
contacted by email on info@lochaberand-
lorn-ramblers.org.uk 
Saturday November 10: 
Calder Bridge to Kingussie,
Newtonmore 
A walk on the southern border of the Mo-
naliadh Mountains connecting the villages 
of Newtonmore and Kingussie. It passes 
through a land strewn with the remains 
of settlements ranging from prehistoric, 
medieval and post-medieval periods. Good 
views across upper Strathspey.

Start from the cemetery 300m N of Calder 
Bridge o�  the A86 just W of Newtonmore 
at NN705989. Parking is available. At the 
N corner of the cemetery � nd the narrow 
path at the riverside and follow it E along 
the boundary of a small conifer plantation 
to a junction. Follow a wider path NE to the 
minor public road at NN708992. Cross the 
road and take the track N, which continues 
as a path to reach the Allt na Feithe Buidhe.

 Follow the path and the burn to the 
prehistoric hut circles on its W side. The 
largest, central one of three on a N-S line 
may be found at NH706017. Opposite, on 
the E side of the burn are the remains of 
post-medieval shielings consisting of the 
footings of at least 19 huts at NH707016.

From just S of the shielings follow the track 
SE for 1km, where it turns S. Leave the track, 
heading E across two burns using stepping 
stones and a footbridge respectively, to 
reach a footpath following the S boundary 
of a conifer plantation. Continue E to the 
township, where the path bifurcates at the 
foot of the W slope of the small hill Creag 
Bheag. This place, at NH735013 was called 
Auchtuchle. The remains of at least 12 
buildings, some enclosures and a kiln-barn 
lie under the grass and heather.

Take the right fork and follow the path E 
to the summit of Creag Bheag, 487m. Turn 
NNE and follow the path down the spine 
of the hill to a junction near the foot of 
Loch Gynack. Turn E and follow it for 400m 
to the township of Toman an t-Seomair 
at NH753023. This settlement, date of 
depopulation unknown, has been partially 
destroyed by extensions to the golf course. 
It contains the foundations of more than a 
dozen buildings, two of them re-roofed and 
re-used by the golf club.

 Continue on the path E to cross the 
Gynack Burn on the footbridge at NH755022 
and reach the metalled track. Turn S and 
follow it for 1km to Strathlynn, re-cross the 
burn and follow the road S to the CP at the 
public conveniences.

Grade: L; distance: 10km; height to climb: 
287m; map(s): LR35, EX402. Meet at Spean 
Bridge WM at 9am, for start of walk at 10am. 
Leader: Rick Atkinson 07587 549731.

Thursday November 15: 
Ardnastang by Middleshop Leadmines to 
Ariundle
A walk in the lead mining area famous for 
the discovery of the mineral Strontianite in 
1790, from which the metal Strontium was 
� rst isolated. 

Start from the hotel at NM800615, where 
parking is available. Take the minor road, 
which soon becomes a footpath, NE to 
a junction at NM813633. Fork left and 
follow the path NW to its highest point at 
NM797652, alt 393m. Leave the path and 
head NE across rough undulating terrain 
to reach the lochan at NM808657, then N 
to reach the summit of Meall Iain, 502m. 
Descend the E ridge to the watershed and 
join the path at its head at NM818661. Take 
the path E, past disused mine shafts, whence 
it improves to a track. Further E is a more 
recent quarry and more disused mineshafts. 
Continue E to reach the public road at 
the foot of a steep hill. Cross the road and 
follow a short track to see more old shafts 
and mine workings. Return to the road and 
follow it S to Ariundle visitor centre.

Grade: M; distance: 13km; height to climb: 
520m; map(s): LR40, EX390/391. Meet at 
Corran Ferry slip for 9.15am sailing, for start 
of walk: 10am. Leader: Gerry Gilbert 07765 
830203.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis hillwalking.
club. If anyone would like to go out on 
the walk please contact club secretary 
Suzanne Theobald on 01397 701783 or email 
enquiries@nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday November 11: 
Sron a’ Choire Ghairbh, Loch Lochy
Park at Laggan Locks. Cross the Laggan 
Locks and follow the forestry track SW to 
Kil� nnan. 

After crossing the Kil� nnan Burn turn W at 
NN276957 to start climbing towards the east 
ridge. When the climb becomes less steep 
turn WSW at NN265959. Head SW along 
the ridge over Meall nan Dearcag (689m) 
and Sean Mheall (887m) passing close to 
the lochan at NN252946. From Sean Mheall 
continue WSW along the wide ridge bearing 
NW at NN226944 towards the summit of 
Sron a Choire Ghairbh (937m). From the sum-
mit, head NNW following the curve of the 
ridge towards Meall a Choire Ghlais (900m). 
Turn E at NN217954 to leave the ridge and 
descend down the Coire Glas towards Loch a 
Choire Ghlais. Follow the Allt a Choire Ghlais 
NE keeping to the north side and passing 
above Kil� nnan Falls before turning SE to 
descend steeply to rejoin the forestry road 
NE of Kil� nnan and head back to Laggan 
Locks. Alternatively, from the summit of 
Sron a Choire Ghairbh follow the south-east 
ridge of Sron a Choire Ghairbh and descend 
to the stalkers’ path at NN224940 to join 
the Cam Bhealach and forestry road along 
Loch Lochy back to Laggan locks. (16km, 
950m ascent).  Suggested by Kate Willis; 
coordinated by Kate Willis.

Work begins to transform Glencoe centre
Work on a major project to trans-
form the visitor experience at 
the National Trust for Scotland’s 
Glencoe Visitor Centre is now 
under way.

� e project is among the top 
priorities for newly-appointed 
operations manager Emily Bryce, 
who is just weeks into her new role.

Ms Bryce, 37, who lives in Fort 
William, is also responsible for 
another of Lochaber’s top heritage 
sites at Glen� nnan.

She says the plans for Glencoe’s 
visitor centre will make a huge 
di� erence to the visitor experience 
at one of Scotland’s most popular 
places.

‘Glencoe is one of Scotland’s 
natural treasures and captures 
the imagination of many people, 
for many di� erent reasons. We’ll 
be making the most of the glen’s 

amazing stories, from its origins, 
millions of years ago, to the present 
day, to give visitors an even more 
memorable experience and to ex-
plain why we do all we do to protect 
this place, for the love of Scotland,’ 
she explained.

Building works began last week 
and, from last Saturday, a combined 
cafe, shop and information point is 
now located in the centre’s function 
room.  � is cosy one-stop shop will 
be open daily, all winter.

Ms Bryce continued: ‘While the 
improvements are under way, we’ll 
continue to o� er a warm welcome 
to visitors from our new home in 
the MacIain room.

‘We’re looking forward to 
welcoming visitors all winter and 
giving them a glimpse of what 
they can expect a� er our fantastic 
refresh.’

� e project to improve the visitor 
experience at Glencoe Visitor 
Centre is part of the National Trust 
for Scotland’s � ve-year, £57 million 
programme to improve visitor 
experience and the condition of the 
heritage in its care.

Work has now started on revamping Glencoe Visitor Centre.

Emily Bryce.
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Of all the car manufacturers 
to participate in World War 
One, Renault was by some 
margin the most active.

Like Rolls-Royce, Renault 
did initially contribute to the 
French war effort by supply-
ing cars to the military. More 
impressively, every single 
Renault taxi cab in Paris was 
temporarily repurposed as a 
troop transport in 1914, to 
help counter the German of-
fensive during the First Battle 
of the Marne.

As important as the com-
mandeered cabbies were, of 
even more significance to the 
war was Renault’s FT light 
tank. Although no-where near 
as heavily armed or as impos-
ing as the British heavy tanks, 
their (relative) speed and the 
sheer quantity of them made 
this dinky little device a 
devastatingly effective asset. 
Renault produced approxi-
mately 3,600 of them, and 
more than half of the tanks 
used by the Allies during the 

How Louis Renault 
changed the car 
you drive today

war were FTs.
Crucially for the firm’s 

future interests, World War 
One inadvertently gave 
Renault the tools it needed 
to create commercial vehicle 
off-shoots with. Its first 

tractor, for example, was 
heavily based on the FT tank. 
Renault’s various commercial 
vehicle sub-divisions still exist 
today, although most have 
now been separated from the 
car company.

V I C T O R Y 
A N D  P E A C E

---------------
COMPLETE SURRENDER OF GERMANY

---------------
FLIGHT OF THE KAISER TO HOLLAND

The Great War, begun in 
July 1914, is at an end. Under 
the Armistice signed by the 
German plenipotentiaries hos-
tilities ceased at eleven o’clock 
on Monday, 11th November, 
1918, announcement being 
made to the Allies Armies by 
Marshall Foch. The duration 
of the Armistice is 36 days, but 
already Germany is pleading 
for an immediate peace.

One of the last acts of the 
War was the taking of Mons on 
Monday morning by General 
Horne’s First Army. 

Thus, for Britain, fighting 

ended where it began in 1914. 
In London and Paris and 
throughout the Allied countries 
the surrender of Germany is a 
cause of great rejoicing, and the 
Armistice terms are universally 
approved.

Events have moved with 
dramatic swiftness in Germany.  
The Kaiser has abdicated; the 
Crown Prince has renounced 
the succession to the throne.  
The Kaiser has taken refuge 
in Holland; and it is reported 
that the Crown Prince has been 
shot. 

On the signing of the 

Armistice a revolutionary fren-
zy broke out all over Germany.

In Berlin, the Red Flag has 
been hoisted on the Kaiser’s 
Palace; the police were dis-
armed; the streets were com-
manded by machine guns. The 
whole of the Farman North Sea 
Fleet and also Heligoland are in 
the hands of the revolutionaries.  
Wilhelmshaven, the great naval 
depot, has been sacked. In 
many districts there is a mania 
for destruction.

Chaos prevails in Austria-
Hungary, and the Emperor 
Charles has abdicated.

The ex-Kaiser arrived in 
Amerongen (40 miles east 
of Rotterdam) on Monday 
afternoon.

He was accompanied by 
General von Falkenhayn and a 
large number of officers.

He did not show himself when 
the train left Eysden, near the 
frontier, but all along the route 
crowds of people gathered, 
despite the rain, and hissed and 
hooted as the train passed.

The imperial train of 11 
carriages and two baggage 
trains reached the little station 
at Marn at 3.30 in pouring 
rain.  Two or three hundred 
spectators waited the arrival of 
perhaps, the first guest whom 
Holland had not welcomed to 
internment here. At the station 
General Onnen, Chief of the 
Department of Internment, 
received the ex-Kaiser.

The Kaiser was in uniform, 
and, contrary to his appearance 
on his first arrival at Eysden, 
looked utterly miserable.

One of the Dutch railway 
staff expressed the general 
feeling accentuated by the 

grey, chilly and wet November 
day when he said: “It is like 
burying a living corpse.” 
An old lame general who 
accompanied the Kaiser was 
Von Platen (Von Plessen?), 
not Hindenburg, as some 
had thought. The old man 
could hardly restrain his tears 
as the party left the station 
buildings to enter motor-cars 
and drive through the drizzle 
and haze of the early evening 
to Count Bentinck’s chateau at 
Merongen. Hardly a word was 
uttered, though the Kaiser ap-
peared to be thanking various 
people for their services.

It is reported here that the 
Crown Prince was shot dead 
in Belgium on his way to the 
Dutch frontier.  There is confu-
sion between the Crown Prince 
and Prince Adalbert.  It seems 
uncertain which escaped with 
the Kaiser.

The ex-Kaiser has become 
quite grey and his skin is of a 
yellow tan colour.  Two deep 
wrinkles run along his nose, 
but his blue-grey eyes look as 
arrogant and as haughty as 

ever. His suite consists of one 
or two very old generals, one of 
whom had the impudence to try 
to prevent a Dutch photogra-
pher from taking a snapshot of 
his Majesty.

The Kaiser’s flight was 
decided on after the Entente’s 
conditions had arrived at 
Headquarters, together with 
the German Government’s 
communication, made without 
the Kaiser’s previous knowl-
edge that he had abdicated. 
Although the Kaiser refused 
to sign an act of abdication he 
realised that the game was up.

On hearing the armistice 
conditions he became fully 
aware of the terrible situation, 
and complained bitterly to 
the Supreme Command that 
he had been misled.  One 
general counselled against 
flight as being unworthy of the 
Kaiser. Hindenburg appointed 
Falkenhayn to accompany the 
Kaiser.

It is learned that the ex 
Empress of Germany is 
staying in Homburg, near 
Frankfort-on-Main.

EX-KAISER IN HOLLAND

H o w  T h e  O b a n  T i m e s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  G r e a t  W a r
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VICTORY AND PEACE
The Glory Sons of Scotland,
The Story Songs of Scotland.

We shall hear them on the westland
breeze that sings across the heather;
And the passing clouds shall waft
Them o’er the meadow and the sea,

The noble songs of rights and wrongs,
And brave loyal men.

Oh, the Daunting Songs of Scotland –
The Haunting Songs of Scotland,

They’re swelling by the mountain side,
And deep within the glen,

The Island Songs of Scotland,
The Highland Songs of Scotland!

- Murdoch Maclean.

The world is a happier place to-day than it has been for four terrible 
years. It breathes the air of freedom. It rejoices in its security. 
Not only has the pagan creed that Might is Right been utterly 
over-thrown, but an arrogant menace to the liberty and peaceful 
development of nations has been swept away.  All the things that 
the proud and boastful militarism of Germany stood for have dis-
appeared. The world-plunder upon which the rulers of Germanys 
had so long set their hearts has passed out of their reach for ever.  
To-day the gospel of greed recoils upon the head of Germany with 
over-whelming effects.  The martyrdom of Belgium, or Northern 
France, of Serbia, of Roumania the Garman people escape, but if 
they have any conscience or any memory, they will walk humbly 
in the recollection of the desolation that neighbouring nations have 
suffered at the hands of the schemers of Berlin, who of deliberate 
purpose plunged Europe into blood.

It does not lie in the mouth of the German statesmen to complain 
of the Allies’ terms.

These have been described from Berlin as “fearful”. They are not 
so fearful as the “frightfulness” with which Germany for more than 
four years has sought to terrorise the peoples of the Allied countries 
on land and sea. They are not so fearful as the terms that Germany 
would have imposed upon the Allies had she won the war. Let Berlin 
remember the merciless, unscrupulous and humiliating Treaties of 
Brest-Litvosk and Bucharest, and let it be thankful. Germany is 
receiving from the Allies the just recompense of her deeds, without 
vindictiveness and without the taint of revenge.

The Victory of the Allies has not been lightly won. The price 
is high. The hour of triumph has only been reached through a 
long trail of blood and tears – a via dolorosa. So vole a train had 
Germany laid against mankind that life and treasure beyond imag-
ining have been poured out to achieve its defeat. Only the reward is 
the measure of the sacrifice. The Allies dared not lose the War, and 
now that it has been won there is a deepened consciousness of the 
vast and critical issues that hung in the balance so long.

The Highlands and the Isles may honourably claim their share in 
the Victory. The Highland Regiments are the glory of the British 
Army. From the first day of the War they have done grim and stern 
work, their deeds of heroism and self-sacrifice will endure in the 
history of the Empire, and will glow with pride and affection in the 
hearts and the homes among the hills and the glens and the isles 
of the Highlands.

Immediate evacuation of Belgium, France, 
Alsace-Lorraine, and Luxembourg.

Occupation by Allied and US forces of the left 
bank of the Rhine.

The surrender by the German Government of 
the following equipment: 5000 guns of which 
2500 will be heavy and 2500 field guns; 80,000 
machine guns, and a large number of trench 
mortars.

Immediate repatriation of all Allied prisoners 
of war.

All German troops to be withdrawn from 
Russia, Roumania, and Turkey.

Complete abandonment of the Brest-Litovsk 
and Bucharest Treaties.

German Army to evacuate the left bank of the 
Rhine, and Allied garrisons to hold Rhine cross-
ings, including Mainz, Coblenz and Cologne.

Immediate restoration of all specie, stocks, 
shares and all paper money belonging to the 
invaded countries; immediate restitution of the 
cash belonging to the National Bank of Belgium, 
with restitution of Russian and Roumanian gold.

All submarines, including submarine cruisers 
and minesweepers, to be handed over, and a large 
part of the Fleet demobilised.

Right to occupy Heligoland as an advanced 
base to enforce the terms of the armistice.

Black Sea ports to he evacuated, and Russian 
warships handed over.

The spelling of some place 
names has changed in the 
last 100 years; DORA 
stands for Defence of the 
Realm Act, the emergency 
rules brought in during 
war time to deal with war 
work, rationing of food and 
resources and conscription. 
Specie means the coins 
issued by a nation alongside 
its paper money.

ARGYLLSHIRE 
CONSTABULARY

-------------
RELAXATION
OF LIGHTING 

RESTRICTIONS.
-------------

The following relaxations 
of existing restrictions as to 
Lighting are permitted, but 

only apply to Lights not visible 
from the sea.

1. Obscuring of Street 
Lights suspended, but number 
to be Lighted not to exceed one 
half of normal.

2. Shading of House 
and Shop Lights suspended, but 
prohibitions of Lights in Shop 
Windows and Advertisements 
Lights are continued.

3. Applications for 
Bonfires and Firework Displays 
can only be granted through 
the Chief Constable, to whom 
all applications must be made 
direct.

4. Ringing of Bells and 
Striking of Clocks permitted.

5. Part III of Lighting, 
heating, and Power Order, 1918 
is suspended.

6. The above relaxa-
tions are approved for one week 
only, from this day, and any 
contravention of them is an 
offence against D.O.R.A.

 H. S. TURNBULL, 
Lieut-Colonel,
    
Chief Constable of Argyllshire.
Lochgilphead,
11th November, 1918

RECRUITING 
SUSPENDED

-------------
The Secretary of the Local 
Government Board and the 
Minister of National Service 
issues the following: -

 The Government 
has decided that all recruiting 
under the Military Services Act 
is to be suspended.

 All outing standing 
calling-up notices, whether for 
medical examination or service, 
are cancelled.

 All cases pending 
before Tribunals should be 
suspended.

FALL OF KINGDOMS 
AND DYNASTIES

--------
Kingdoms and dynasties are tumbling in Germany. Besides the 
abdication of the Kaiser, and the renunciation of the Crown Prince, 
the reigning Duke of Brunswick, as son-in-law of the ex-Kaiser, 
has abdicated.

The position in the various states and cities of Germany is believed 
to be as follows: -

PRUSSIA – Kaiser gone; Socialist Government.
BAVARIA – Republic; dynasty deposed.
BRUNSWICK – The Duke abdicated.
SAXONY – King deposed.
OLDENBURG – Revolution reported; Soldiers’ Council formed.
HESSE – A Republic; Grand Duke under arrest.
WURTEMBURG – Republic proclaimed; King abdicated.
SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN – To be a Republic.
MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIN – Grand Duke agrees to a free 

Parliament; popular Ministry to be formed.

THE ARMISTICE TERMS

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

King George V
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Remembering Private Stewart
A young gardener who was one of an 

extended family which lost men in both world wars

Private Lachlan Stewart.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 8 November 2018 � e Great War  5

One Argyll family has a remarkable 
collection of artefacts for a member who 

died in action in France as a private in the 
Highland Light Infantry.
Mary Henderson and her son Iain shared 

their family’s collection of memorabilia relat-
ing to Lachlan Stewart’s death.

A gardener on the Fasnacloth estate, he had only 
been in France for two months when the family heard 

he had died of wounds received days before.
A photograph of the young soldier, who had proudly grown 

and waxed his moustache in a popular military style, smiled out 
from a photograph reproduced along with his obituary in The 
Oban Times.

They still have the printer’s proof from The Oban Times, on a 
sheet of newsprint, along with his memorial plaque; these were 
made from bronze and amongst the dark humour of the serving 
soldiers were known as the ‘Dead Man’s Penny’ or ‘Widow’s 
Penny’.  More than one million of these were made.

The immediate next of kin received this along with a scroll 
containing a message from King George V.

Sadly, these were awarded right up until 1921 as many service 
personnel continued to die from their injuries.

Lachlan was the great-uncle of Mary Henderson, great-great-
uncle of Iain, and great-great-great-uncle of Jennifer.

Jennifer, Iain’s daughter, believes she is the only one of the 
family to have visited the grave of one of the McBean brothers, 
which she did when a pupil at Oban High School, during one 
of the annual trips to the war graves.

Lachlan was related to Mary McBean, after whom Mary is 
named. Mary McBean was the sister of the three McBean 
brothers who lived in and around Taynuilt and Inverawe who 
all died in the war. Their mother Christina was invited to 
unveil the Taynuilt war memorial which bore the name of her 
sons John, William and James.

‘We have all these things and they are not kept on show at 
all; the centenary has brought all this back again,’ said Mary.

Iain says he fi nds it hard to comprehend the lives of these 
young men and what they must have thought, as they were 
taken from the peace of the Highlands to the horrors of war.

‘Today, you just can’t get your head around it, can you? My 
mum’s father was Donald and his mother was Mary McBean 
the sister of the three Taynuilt men who were killed in the First 
World War and then she also lost a son in the Second World 
War at El Alamein.’

Jennifer visits the grave of her ancestor. Private Lachlan Stewart.

The memorial plaque.



When the war broke out in 1914 there were 
two categories of soldiers involved. The fi rst 
were regular soldiers who might even have 
fought in the Boer War. 

The second were territorials who had gone 
to summer camps in innocence in the decade 
before the confl ict and who now found them-
selves called up. 

Locally the men of the 8th Argylls were ter-
ritorials and among them was my grand-uncle 
Eric Mclean from Oban. His brother Hector 
was in the Scottish Horse. It would be a while 
before the eager volunteers who ‘took the 
King’s shilling’ could be trained up for the 
front.

It took some time for the war to impinge 
on the consciousness of the Argyll and the 
Islands population and it was not until 1915 
that words such as Festubert and Neuve 
Chapelle entered their conversation as 
reports reached home of casualties and dead 
loved ones on strange-sounding foreign fi elds 
Such places would before long become indel-

ibly written on Highland hearts with such 
words as Somme, Arras and Ypres almost 
entering everyday language.

The standard communication to home was 
the bland fi eld postcard which only said ‘I am 
well’ etc. However, as the casualties mounted 
the authorities could not stem the informa-
tion fl ow in these pre-internet or social media 
days as newspapers fi lled up with pictures of 
casualties of the terrible battles.

The censor would allow little to get through 
by way of actual detail on postcards home. 
Some of these were the silk variety now quite 
sought after by collectors.

The fi rst day of the Somme, July 1, 1916, 
was the worst day in the history of the British 
Army, with nearly 20,000 dead and 60,000 
casualties. The authorities even allowed a 
fi lm of the battle to be made and shown to 
mass cinema audiences and it is rumoured 
that some went many times to see it hoping 
to identify their loved ones  in the shots of 
soldiers.

The Highland Soldier’s Journey 
through the Great War

The French are pleased to see their Auld Allies.

Nothing can conceal the fact that these Seaforths, as the Inveraray War
Memorial says, have ‘come out of great tribulation’.

A typical hospital ward for wounded soldiers.
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An offi cial postcard to re-assure the bereaved that a loved one
had a dignifi ed burial in the fi eld.

Mrs McBean unveils the Taynuilt War memorial, 1921.

By 1916 those who had volunteered so 
eagerly 1914 and 1915 were fully involved at 
the front and they were soon to be joined by 
those men conscripted to join up.

Pipers often led their men over the top 
and then acted as stretcher-bearers. Argyll 
should be proud of two famous 8th Argylls. 
Pipe Major Willie Lawrie from Ballachulish 
wrote the retreat march The Battle of the 
Somme, but was dead from illness before my 
grand-uncle Eric and his 1/8th colleagues took 
Beaumont Hamel to end the battle. Lawrie’s 
successor as Pipe Major was John McLellan 
DCM from Dunoon who wrote The Bloody 
Field of Flanders and other great tunes. Both 
of these great pipers’ most famous tunes were 
played at the national commemorations of 
the battles of the Somme in 2016 and Third 
Ypres (Passchendaele) in 2017.

Although it was a close-run confl ict, the 
Allies eventually won the day and the 

Highlands could take stock. Memorials were 
put up in many villages and the standard 
version was of a soldier with bowed head. In 
Taynuilt, the three McBean brothers, John, 
James and William, had been killed and their 
mother unveiled the war memorial, no doubt 
with a heavy heart. 

Both my grand-uncles survived the war and 
I proudly have their medals in my possession. 
Hector told with reverence and awe of how he 
had been with James McBean who said to him: 
‘With two my two brothers gone I will have to 
be careful as if I die it will break mother’s heart’. 
At that moment, a bullet ended his life.

But the Armistice on November 11, 1918, 
did not end the suffering in the Western 
Highlands and Islands. On January 1, 1919, 
the Iolaire ran aground near Stornoway har-
bour and home and 205 men were drowned 
as the New Year which should have seen joy 
and hope turned to tears and bitter loss from 

Pipe Major Willie Lawrie 1/8th Argylls. Pipe Major John McLellan DCM, 1/8th Argylls.

which some small districts never recovered. 
In addition, men were left injured or blinded 
by the war with devastating consequences for 
them and their dependants.

The resolute Highlanders, as so often in 
the past, carried on and adjusted to life 
without loved ones, although the memories 
never dimmed. For many years after the war 
ended The Oban Times carried heart-rending 
messages asking if anyone knew of loved ones 
with no known grave and who had effectively 

disappeared from the lives of their loved 
ones. One hundred years later, we should 
all try hard to keep these memories alive, as 
new generations research family history and 
visit graves that wives and children of those 
buried in them were never able to do.

Born in Connel and raised in Tobermory, Eric 
Macintyre MBE has retired after a career in ed-
ucation. He was MC at the banquet to celebrate 
the Clan MacIntyre gathering this year.
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My family, like so many others at the time of 
the Great War, lost loved ones who died far 
from home and in terrible conditions.  

My great-uncle Angus, one of a family of 
nine comprising eight brothers and one sister, 
enlisted in November 1914 in the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders.  

After much fi ghting, his talents as a machine 
gunner were recognised by offi cers who were 
setting up the newly formed Machine Gun 
Corps Heavy Branch, Tank Corps, and he was 
transferred to this unit in December 1916.  

Twelve tanks were sent into combat in 
Bullecourt in the French department of the 
Somme on the morning of April 11, 1917. They 
led Australian infantry and were supposed to 
open up the German lines, but the German forc-
es were equipped with heavy artillery and shelled 
the tanks incessantly, causing great damage.  

We have never found out which tank was 
Angus’s. Only two tanks survived the battle 
and were able to retreat behind Australian 
lines. Communication diffi culties in the 
battlefi eld and last-minute changes in strategy 
did not help the valiant tank crews who did 

their utmost to follow orders and do as much 
damage as possible to the German front lines.

Many members of the tank crews died in 
Bullecourt and do not have a known grave; 
their names are engraved on the Arras 
Monument.

Angus was among those killed at the 
Battle of Bullecourt. He was 21. The cir-
cumstances of his death only became known 
to his family a year after it took place, and 
they were related in an article in The Oban 
Times of March 16, 1918: ‘On the morning 
of 11th April, 1917, his company advanced 
at Bullecourt (Somme). The tank crew, of 
which Gunner Drummond was a member, 
was seen by an airman to have been 
captured, and accordingly his parents had 
hopes that he might have been a prisoner.  
Unfortunately, the sad news has been re-
ceived through the Geneva Red Cross that 
two of the tank crew who are interned in 
Germany saw the soldier taken out of the 
tank among the wounded but a large piece 
of shell struck him on the head killing him 
instantaneously.’

‘Sad news has been 
received through the 
Geneva Red Cross’

One of the tanks used at Bullecourt.

A postcard from Angus. 
These embroidered pieces of 

fi ne silk were made by French 
and Belgian women, often 

refugees from the area where 
battle was raging. It provided 
them with a source of income 

and the soldiers a special 
memento to send home.
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Now: Bullecourt 
and its memories 
of the Great War

I had the privilege of visiting Bullecourt and 
Arras with my mother and children in 2009.  

During our visit we were lucky to meet a lo-
cal fi gure who had collected reminders of the 
war from the fi elds and countryside around 
Bullecourt, and he was equally delighted to 
meet family of one of the tank crews. He took 
us to visit his collection which was housed 
in the barn at the end of his garden, and 
which has since been made into a museum 
which takes his name: Musée Jean et Denise 
Letaille. Angus’s name can be seen there on 
a list of those who died in and around the 
Bullecourt area.  

In April 2010, a plaque was unveiled beside 
the church in memory of the tank crews of 
D Battalion, Heavy Branch Machine Gun 
Corps. A piece of caterpillar track from one 
of the destroyed tanks lies in front of the 
plaque. In this area of France the memory of 
those who died here, far from home, is still 
alive and visible; memorials and monuments 
abound in all the villages, and farmers are 
still digging up shells and parts of equipment 
every time they plough their fi elds.

It is diffi cult for us, in these days of constant 

communication and easy travel, to imagine 
what it was like at that time for these soldiers 
to be so far from home and so completely 
disconnected from their families, with only 
the occasional postcard or letter for news.  
Visiting these battlegrounds far from Oban 
made me realise how hard it must have been 
both for these men to have come such a long 
way, in such circumstances, and for their 
families who were left with neither body to 
bury nor grave to visit; only second-hand 
information on the death of their loved ones.  
Only 100 years separates them from us, but 
we really do live in a different world now.

Lest we forget.

Sheila Lamont is from Oban and all her family 
lives here. She read French and art history at 
Edinburgh University and married a Frenchman 
whom she men during her year of study abroad. 
They lived in the Aix-en-Provence region and 
moved to Reims in the north of France in 1998; 
their three children have dual nationality and 
all speak English with an Oban accent. Sheila 
comes home twice a year and you might bump 
into her this week. Arras war graves and memorial.

The church at Bullecourt.
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All the way from Manitoba, Canada, Helen 
Dalling, the granddaughter of David Ness has 
sent a clipping from The Oban Times from 
May 1915.

David Ness lost his eye in France in the 
First World War, but as Helen says: ‘He 

still lived to the ripe old age of nearly 92! 
I’m sending you greetings from Manitoba, 
Canada.’

The man in charge of getting this news into 
print was David’s father, Walter Ness, who was 
foreman printer for The Oban Times.

KEEP THE 
HOME FIRES 

BURNING
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THE IDEAL GIFT...
Scottish Calendars 2019

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call us on 01371 851 868

OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 
Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfield, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

£7.95£7.95£7.95£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

Conscription, the mass casualties from this 
fi rst truly mechanised war and rationing of 
food and resources by submarine blockades, 
saw a major upheaval in home life during the 
First World War.

Radio was ‘cat’s whiskers’ or ‘crystal sets’ 
and more or less a hobby until the British 
Broadcasting Company became the British 
Broadcasting Corporation in the 1920s. 

Telegrams – where a message was sent by 
telegraphy to the Post Offi ce and delivered by 
hand – was the fastest method of communica-
tion and often delivered the dreadful news of 
men wounded, killed or missing in action. 

Telephones in private homes were only for 
the very wealthy or pubic services with calls 
connected manually by switchboard operators.

National newspapers arrived by train and 
then ferries, often reaching islands and remote 
communities days later.

The Oban Times carried not just local 
reports, but national and international, and 
throughout the confl ict had a weekly summary 
of the war news.

The cinema was silent pictures. There were 
reports across the country that people went 

to see a newsreel of the Battle of the Somme 
again and again, hoping they would catch a 
glimpse of someone missing.

Music sharing back then was a sing-song.
So any snatch of news was welcomed and 

reported in the pages of The Oban Times.
Reports of men on leave returning home 

or listed as missing or injured where given 
regularly; and sadly as the war went on the 
obituaries began to mount and fi ll the pages 
weekly.

Pre-war photographs in The Oban Times 
were few and far between. It was an expensive 
business; fi lm had to be developed, pictures 
printed and then engraved. Even though the 
Kodak Brownie had revolutionised photogra-
phy, few people owned one. Many soldiers 
turned to photographic studios for simple 
picture postcard portraits, taken here or on 
leave at the front, to give to their mothers, 
wives and sweethearts. 

It is these portraits you see staring out of The 
Oban Times pages along with their obituaries; 
week after week, along with list after list of 
the dead catalogued by island, town, clan or 
regimental rolls of honour. 

In a media-saturated, digital world, when you can tell millions 
of people instantly that you are rolling on the fl oor laughing, it 

is hard to imagine life a century ago when the nearest the West 
Highlands had to mass communication was The Oban Times.

Everyone at The Oban Times is proud that 
so many families still have First World War 
newspaper cuttings to this day. 

Often the newspaper printed off extra copies 
of the proofs of the stories to give to family 
members. 

When a tailor employed by Chalmers of 
Oban, James Yuill Turnbull, serving with 
3rd Lanark Volunteer Battalion of the 
Cameronians was posthumously awarded 
the VC for his actions in securing a machine 
gun post on the fi rst day of the Battle of the 
Somme, on July 1, 1916, Authuille, France, 
copies of the report were also printed on card 
for distribution.

Each page of The Oban Times is packed full 
of history and this supplement can only just 
scratch the surface. 

If you want to know more, a good place 
is www.scotlandswar.ed.ac.uk/ArgyllBute/ 
which includes, amongst many things, excel-
lent coverage about the Taynuilt area.

Local war memorials are an instant piece of 
history.

The Imperial War Museum is compiling the 
War Memorials Register – the comprehensive 
national register of UK war memorials and the 
names of the individuals they commemorate. 
It currently holds records for over 78,000me-
morials in the UK, Channel Islands and Isle 
of Man.

Many West Highland memorials are listed 
and you can help complete this important 
project by volunteering your time. 

Visit www.iwm.org.uk/memorials to fi nd out 
more.

PLAY YOUR PART IN 
PRESERVING LOCAL HISTORY

GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS ON 
PAPER SUPPLIES
To prevent disappointment, subscribers, who have overlooked sending on their annual payments, 
are respectfully reminded that their copies of The Oban Times may be stopped forthwith without 
further notice in view of the government restriction upon paper supplies. Remittances should be 
forwarded at once to The Oban Times Offi ce, Oban.

OBAN TIMES ON SHORT RATIONS
Along with recipes to stretch rations and offers of good cash prices for rabbits, rooks and game 
from suppliers across the UK and advice to farmers and gardeners to produce more, The Oban 
Times found itself on short rations. 

Paper was getting harder to come by and the quality declined. In the archive you can see the 
crisp, sharp printing of 1914 gave way to smudges and missing parts of letters as print wore out 
and the ink bled into the poor paper.

ALBA WEST COAST
OBAN TAXIS

FREE PHONE 0800 123444
OR

01631 564148 • 01631 564666
01631 566676 • 01631 563784
EMAIL: obantaxis@btinternet.com

AIRPORTS • DISTANCE NO OBJECT • CONTRACTS
EARLY MORNING BOOKINGS • 24HRS WEEKENDS

6 SEATER AVAILABLE



My grandfather, after whom I am named, was 
Dugald Cameron. He served through the First 
World War with the ninth battalion of the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 

Like many returnees from war my grandfa-
ther did not say much about his experiences. 
However, he expressed himself through art. 
Throughout his life he sketched, and then, if 
he felt he could do the subject justice he would 
he either paint in oil or produce a pencil piece.

The story follows when he left home, his step 
mother, got rid of all his clothes as she assumed 
(hoped?) that he would not survive. 

The battalion saw a great deal of action, 
though he shared nothing of this with his fam-
ily. We do, however, have a copy of a postcard 
reproduced from a painting he presented after 
the war to his commanding offi cer. It shows 
the men in action. To my modern mind, I 

wonder if this was therapy for my grandfather.  
He always attended battalion reunions, where 
each time he was invited to sing a traditional 
song. For decades after the war he went with 
an old comrade to watch Dumbarton FC – a 
shared time with a man who knew what they 
had gone through. Indeed, my grandfather 
died watching his beloved Sons.

 I was an infant when he died. What did he 
leave behind from his service and experience? 
I have some German tobacco pipes (how did 
he get them?), his puttees, and his Argylls cap, 
a postcard, and through the generations, a 
deep sense that war is not glorious. Yet ordi-
nary men and women are called upon to do 
extraordinary things; we should care for them 
and must be certain that the cause is justifi ed.

Rev Dugald Cameron (Kilmore and Oban)

PAINTING HIS 
MEMORIES

One of Dugald Cameron’s paintings. Did he turn to art as therapy, a release from the 
horrors of what he had seen?
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MISSING FRIENDS
Inquiries for Missing Friends, whether in the Army or Navy, Prisoners of War or Emigrated, 
will be inserted in the “Oban Times” FREE OF CHARGE.  We trust that friends at home 
may be enabled by these means to get news of their friends lost-sight-of, whether living or 
dead, located abroad or in other arts of the country.

The war has been the cause of innumerable deaths, and in many cases much property lies 
waiting to be claimed or must be irretrievably lost.  We shall be glad, if, through the medium 
of the “Oban Times” we are able to restore communications between friends.–Apply direct-
ly, or the Editor of the “Oban Times,” Oban

PRIVATE JOHN DUNCAN MACFARLANE, No 18520, 3rd Coy., 12th Platoon, 2nd 
Black Watch. Wounded and taken prison on 3rd June, 1918, in Palestine. Any information 
regarding him will be gratefully received by his mother, Mrs Macfarlane, Corranour, St. 
Fillans.

PRIVATE JOHN ANDERSON, No 41780, B Coy, 5th Platoon, 15th Royal Scots, B.E.F. 
France, reported missing since 22nd March, 1918. Can any returned Prisoner of War give 
information concerning Private Anderson. The least news would be thankfully received by 
Mr and Mrs George Anderson, 96 Eastwood Avenue, Shawlands, Glasgow.

PRIVATE WILLIAM P M’Donald, No 20576 D Coy 13th Platoon, 1/6th Gordon 
Highlanders, reported wounded and missing since 22nd March 1918; known to have 
reached a Dressing Station on that night. Any information regarding him will be thankfully 
received by his parents, Mr and Mrs M’Donald, 16 South College Street, Elgin Moraryshire.

PRIVATE JAMES MACRAE 8th Battn Seaforth Highlanders, missing since the 
Battle of 22nd August 1917. High hopes were entertained that he was a Prisoner of War in 
Germany.  Any information will be gratefully received by his parents Mr and Mar Alexr. 
MacRae, North Bay, Barra, by Oban.

Throughout the war a con-
stant stream of letters to the 
editor fl owed into the paper. It 
could be thanks from troops 
for sending copies of the 
paper or parcels of ‘comforts’; 
letters urging people to help 
support the wounded, urging 
women to join up for war 
work or munitions; advice for 
farmers and fi shermen or just 
a good old grumble.

The work taking place on 
building an improved road 
to the Kinlochleven smelter, 
vital for armaments, was 
considered an outrageous blot 
on the Highland landscape 
by many.

In the latter stages of the 
war the sheer number of dead 
and wounded overwhelmed 
the system and many people 
were left for months and 
years not knowing whether 
loved ones were dead or alive 
or where bodies might have 
been buried.

Heartbreaking appeals, of 
just name, rank number and 
regiment along with last 
known sightings appeared 
for months after the end of 
the war.  Some people never 
found out.

A LETTER OF THANKS 
FROM THE APPIN MEN
[TO THE EDITOR OF ‘THE 
OBAN TIMES’]
Salonica Army, 26th Feb., 
1917.

Sir, I should be glad if you 
would in insert this letter 
of thanks in your paper. A 
parcel arrived for the Appin 
men here. There was no 
name or address enclosed, so 
we cannot personally thank 
the donors. Your paper is the 
only medium through which 
we can convey our thanks 
for a very kind and welcome 
gift. The proper men received 
the articles, and the messages 
from their own countryside 
was fully appreciated by 
them. Such gifts help the 
men in the fi eld. They work 
better when they know they 
are remembered at home, – I 
am etc.,

J. M. RICHARDSON, C.F

THE NATIONAL EGG
COLLECTION FOR THE 
WOUNDED
[TO THE EDITOR OF ‘THE 
OBAN TIMES’]

Dunollie, Oban, Mar 20 1917
Sir, Will you allow me to 

bring to the notice of your 
readers the great need for a 
constant supply of fresh eggs 
for our wounded men who are 
daily arriving in hospitals. 
Will every poultry keeper put 
aside some eggs regularly for 
the wounded?

These men have risked their 
lives, their all, and are sent to 
the country to be nursed back 
to health and strength. We 
now have our local hospital 
– Dungallan Auxiliary Red 
Cross Hospital – to which 
at present 10 dozen eggs per 
week are sent from this dept.

Over 23,000 eggs passed 
through this depot last year 
and most grateful thanks are 
due to those who have done 
their utmost to keep up a 
supply during the winter, 
especially to the people of 
North Uist who have given 
liberally during the most 
diffi cult months.

Eggs sent to me at Dunollie, 
Oban, will be promptly packed 
and forwarded and offi cial re-
ceipts sent to the donors. Eggs 
are carried free by coaches and 
steamer to this dept.

I am, etc.,
Colina E MacDougall of 

MacDougall.

Letters to the editor



As a history/modern studies teacher at Oban High School, I 
run the annual battlefields trip which takes pupils to various 
places in Belgium and France.  

We always encourage pupils to investigate their own family 
history and where possible we visit the graves and memorials 
of their relatives.

However, for those who haven’t yet been able to establish a 
link with the past we try to demonstrate local connections. 
Oban High School has a memorial board with the names of 
all the pupils who fought and died in the First World War.  
You may have noticed on our Facebook page that this was 
recently installed in our new school building right at the 
main entrance.

On the memorial board is the name Private Hugh MacInnes.  
He was in the 78th Canadian Infantry. He attended Oban High 
School and one day saw an advert on the school noticeboard 
encouraging people to apply for banking posts in Ontario, 
Canada. 

 Likely many young men at that time, he emigrated and 
became assistant manager of a branch in Brandon, Ontario.  
When war broke out, he enlisted and came back across the 
Atlantic to fight.  

During his last period of leave, he came back to Oban to visit 
family (it is believed that he had connections to the island of 
Kerrera) and told them he was going to a place that would be 
‘difficult to come out of’. Hugh was referring to a major offen-
sive that was coming up, the Battle of Passchendaele in 1917. 
He was killed during that battle and died on October 30, 1917, 
aged just 24.

Hugh was buried in Tynecot Military Cemetery in Belgium 
and every year we take our pupils to his grave and tell them 
the story of this young man who once attended the school that 
they now go to.  

His gravestone has a Gaelic inscription which basically means 

Someone from your own school, 
your own town, who paid that 

ultimate sacrifice

Hugh MacInnes’s gravestone.

‘He excelled in virtues’.  For us this is often a very poignant mo-
ment in the trip, visiting the largest British military cemetery 
in the world that has more than 11,000 graves and realising 
that there is someone from your own school, your own town, 
who paid that ultimate sacrifice.

Kirsteen Binnie, history teacher Oban High School.  
Pictures by Ewen Munro Photography.

The Oban High School pupils on the June 2018 battlefields trip at the grave of fellow pupil Private Hugh MacInnes in 
Tynecot Military Cemetery, Belgium.

Tynecot Cemetery.
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

� is year Benderloch and 
North Connel Drama Club will 
be bringing family-favourite 
Cinderella to the festive stage.

Performance dates at the 
Corran Halls are set for 
� ursday December 6, Friday 
December 7 and Saturday 
December 8, with a special 
matinee show on the last day.

Top script-writer Alan 
McHugh has worked a treat 
with additional  material from 
members of the club.

Regular attenders at the 
drama club’s pantos will rec-
ognise many of the usual cast 
members but, this year, there 

are a few new faces. Tickets are 
available now from the Corran 
Halls.

To set the scene, Jack Degnan 
has come up with this rhyme:
� is is the story of Cinderella
with Buttons her friend, and 
Dandini who’s not really a fella.

Poor Cinders has to sleep in the 
school kitchen and skivvy and 
clean
a� er her stepmother, Roxette, 
and stepsisters who are nasty 
and mean.
And then there’s the king who 
thinks that he is ‘Elvis’

But who can’t do the moves 
because of his pelvis.
Cinders dreams of a prince, 
handsome and tall
who’ll sweep her o�  her feet at 
the big palace ball.
But the evil Roxette has plans of 
her own
to ensure one of her daughters 
ascends to the throne.
Angelica, a guardian angel, is 
determined that Roxette’s plans 
fail
but Cinderella has to believe for 
the magic to prevail.
Much of the action takes place 
in an unusual location;
Not a creepy forest, or � ne 
castle but a place of education.
What? You say, this is not the 
story you remember?

� en all will be revealed in 
the Corran Halls in early 
December.

To add to the excitement, 
there is a chance to win free 
family tickets.

‘Poor Cinderella, she forgot 
her guardian angel’s warning 
to be home by midnight and, 
in her haste  to run from the 
ball, she lost her glass slipper. 
Can you help her to � nd it 
and, as a reward, you’ll receive 
a free family ticket for two 
adults and two children?’ said 
Mr Degnan.

Four glass slippers will be 
hidden somewhere around 
Oban, each with a chance of 
winning a set of tickets to one 
of the four shows.

� e clues will be posted 
on  Benderloch and North 
Connel Drama Club’s 
Facebook page but for starters 
here is the � rst one:

Not the shape but an Oban 
Square; Where modes of trans-
port start and stop from there

� ere stands a building with 
four faces, round; Close by the 
� rst glass slipper may be found

If you look around a public 
seat; Just be careful where you 
place your feet.

‘Don’t worry, you won’t have 
to be a Mastermind champion 
to solve the clue! When found, 
the slipper should be handed 
in to the Corran Halls o�  ce 
where it will be swapped for 
the tickets,’ said Mr Degnan.

Panto time – oh yes, it is!
There are 
free tickets 
to be won, 
just follow 
the clues.
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Argyll’s biggest outdoor 
live music event, Oban Live, 
scooped Best Cultural Event or 
Festival at the 2018 Highlands 
and Islands Tourism Awards 
in Inverness last Friday. 

� e win comes just days be-
fore tickets for the 2019 event 
go on sale, with an exclusive 
48-hour Oban Times o� er 
going on sale today (� ursday 
November 8), ahead of Early 
Bird tickets going on sale 
Saturday November 10.

Daniel Gillespie, managing 
director for Oban Live and 
Skerryvore co-founder, said: 
‘Oban Live is absolutely de-
lighted to win this award. 

‘We remember very clearly 
debating what we should 
do to celebrate Skerryvore’s 
10th anniversary in 2015 and 
whether we would be able to 
convince a couple of thousand 
people to come to an outdoor 
event in a shinty � eld in Oban. 

‘Now more than three years 
later we are so proud that this 
single concert has gone on to 

become Argyll’s largest live 
music event that brings in sig-
ni� cant economic, social and 
cultural bene� ts to the town. 

‘A huge thanks to the local 
community and all of the 

amazing artists, bands, sta� , 
volunteers and attendees 
who have joined us on this 
incredible journey. Here’s 
to Oban Live 2019 being the 
biggest and best yet. Special 

congratulations to all the 
Argyll winners and � nalists, 
of which there were many.’

� e event has gone from 
strength to strength in a short 
space of time since its o�  cial 

inception in 2016 following 
Skerryvore’s successful 
Decade concert in 2015. 

In June 2018, Oban Live cel-
ebrated an attendance � gure 
of just over 8,000 and an eco-

nomic boost of £1.4 million to 
the town. � e concert, which 
transforms Moss� eld into a 
stadium-sized arena for two 
days, welcomes visitors from 
all over the world who come 
to see an eclectic line-up of 
traditional, folk, rock and pop 
artists in a unique west coast 
setting.

To celebrate tickets going 
on sale this week, the event 
team is throwing a short 
ticket launch party tonight 
(� ursday) at � e View in 
Oban, 7.45pm to 8.45pm.  
� e free one-hour event will 
include prize giveaways, 
including VIP tickets, an 
exclusive preview screening 
of a new Oban Live � lm, live 
music from Ceol an Aire, a 
speech from Oban Live and 
the chance to meet the Oban 
Live team. 

Free tickets for the launch 
are limited and available via 
Eventbrite until tickets are 
gone.

Visit www.obanlive.com

Oban Live scoops award 
for Best Cultural Event

From left: Neil Mackay (community director), Shannon Watson (events marketing assistant 2018 – work experience, 
Oban High School), Martin Gillespie (� nance director), Naomi Hoolahan (events director), Pauline Cli� ord (head of 
communications), Daniel Gillespie (managing director) and Paul Hoolahan (production manager). 

OBAN MUSIC SOCIETY
(Reg Charity SC 020711)

� e Oban Music Society became a registered charity in 1992 and was originally formed to 
promote chamber music in Oban. Since then Society has branched out and organizes a range 
of classical, contemporary and jazz concerts throughout the year.

� e Society is in a position to engage some of the leading musicians both nationally and 
internationally. Concerts are held in St John’s Cathedral which is a very popular venue for 
musicians who appreciate the exceptional acoustics and the magni� cent Steinway piano which 
has recently been purchased.

Forthcoming concerts are :
18th November  3.00pm  Kapten  Piano Trio
13th January  3.00pm Echo Chamber Ensemble (Harp, Flute and Viola)
10th February 3.00pm Sinopia String Quartet
10th March 3.00pm Brass Diversions (Brass and Piano Trio)
27th April 7.30pm Peter Seivewright Piano Recital

All the above performers are based in Scotland
� e winter series of concerts are held on a Sunday a� ernoon at 3.00 in St John’s Cathedral. 
Details of  the summer series will be published in the Spring.
Full details of all our events are available on the Society’s website:

obanmusicsociety.org
All music lovers are most welcome.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 8 November 2018 LEISURE  41

Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Navigate the Blood – Noise 
Opera with Admiral Fallow 
is at Oban Distillery tonight 
(� ursday November 8) at 
7.30pm.

Noise (New Opera in 
Scotland Events) presents  a 
new opera, Navigate the 
Blood, by indie folk-rock band 
Admiral Fallow and Gareth 
Williams. � e opera is set in 
the world of whisky and gin 
manufacturing and will be 
touring distilleries throughout 
Scotland until November 24.

Navigate the Blood follows 
the story of Bob and Lena, a 
husband and wife running a 
small independent distillery in 
rural Scotland. � eir son Liam 
disappeared in mysterious 
circumstances three years ago. 

Living and working with 
them is a young Polish woman 
named Agata. She wants to 
modernise the distillery by 
making gin as well as whisky. 
Into this situation comes 
Elijah, a young man with a 
strange, other-worldly pres-
ence. Elijah looks and moves 
very like the lost boy …

Two other events may be 

of interest to members and 
supporters.

� e Kapten Piano Trio 
are performing in St John’s 
Cathedral in Oban next 
Sunday, November 18, at 
3pm.

� e Kapten Piano Trio 
will play Beethoven’s 
Piano Trio in B � at, Op 11 
Gassenhauer;  Debussy’s 
Piano Trio in G ma-
jor;  Christos Hatzis’s 
Old Photographs (2008); 
and  Mendelssohn’s Piano 
Trio No 1 in D minor, Op. 49

Tickets will be £10 to 
non-members at the door.

Lorn Chorus – A Little Night 
Music is a musical evening 
presented by the Lorn Chorus 
Friday November 16 at 7.30pm 
at St John’s Cathedral.

Admission is by donation, 
with proceeds shared by 
Marie Curie and St John’s 
Cathedral.

Musical productions 
coming to Oban

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Report on the 
Lewis and Harris
I am on tour in England with 
Tide Lines at the moment 
and, therefore, could not 
attend the Lewis and Harris 
annual gathering last Friday 
evening in the Glasgow 
University Union.

� ankfully, Donnie Maroot 
was the chairman and kindly 
surmised the evening for me: 

‘Association piper Ross 
Mackay kicked the evening 
o�  in � ne style, his version 
of An Eala Bhan perfectly 
setting the scene for a great 
concert, and then the Donald 
Black Band were throughly 
enjoyed by the audience. 

‘Skye icon Arthur Cormack 
paid tribute to his Long Island 
roots with a well-chosen and 
fantastically delivered set, 
including Eilean na Hearadh 
and Eilean Fraoich. 

‘Ainsley Hamill went down 
a storm, her silky vocals ac-
companied sympathetically 
by Martainn Skene on songs 
like Eilean Beag Donn a 
Chuain. Unfortunately, ill 

health meant one of the per-
formers had to cancel shortly 
before the concert but Tiree 
double Mòd Gold Medal win-
ner Domhnall-Iain Brown 
was able to deputise. 

‘I had pretended to the 
audience that, because one of 
the artists had to cancel, this 
was my big opportunity to 
sing at the Lewis and Harris, 
and was preparing to belt out 
You Are My Sunshine to the 
audience!  At that point, D-I 
was whisked onto the stage: 
a much more � tting replace-
ment! He sang the same song 
as the original artist had 
intended to (Fill O-Ro), and 
then  a tribute to the Iolaire 

disaster which had been 
written by a bard from Tiree. 

‘� ere was a slight delay 
before our next performer, 
Joanie Morrison, was able 
to get to the stage. Only one 
thing for it – I got the audi-
ence to join me in a round of 
You Are My Sunshine. 

‘I should add that, at the 
end of the concert, one of the 
audience members made a 
beeline for me.  With nearly a 
tear in her eye, she explained 
that 57 years ago that night 
she met her husband at the 
Lewis and Harris, and their 
song was always You Are My 
Sunshine! 

‘Joanie’s performance was 
yet another highlight of the 
evening, her stunning vocals 
evident on Carlabhagh and 
on Oran an Iolaire was a 
most poignant tribute in this 
centenary year. 

‘Each year, the Cuach 
Comunn Leodhais agus Na 
Hearadh Ghlaschu is present-
ed to an individual or group 
which has brought honour to 
themselves or the island. � e 
worthy recipient this year 
was D R Macdonald, whose 

fundraising for the Bethesda 
Hospice in Stornoway 
demonstrated almost super-
human determination and 
ability.  

‘It was great to hear D R 
speak so passionately yet 
modestly about his incred-
ible work. It was a brilliant 
evening of entertainment, 
and a packed hall to enjoy 
it.  Credit must go to the 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association for organising 
such a wonderful concert.’
 

Tiree Gathering 
next Week! 
� ursday November 15 is the 
turn of the Tiree Association 
to celebrate their 118th 
annual gathering concert in 
Partick Burgh Hall.

� is year, Ian Gillies will 
chair the concert. � e artistes 
include Mòd Gold Medallists 
Alasdair Currie and James 
Graham accompanied by  
Kathryn Callander and 
Martainn Skene on the accor-
dion. I will include a further 
preview next week.

Donald MacLeod with 
Angela MacDonald from 
the association.

Facial Aesthetics  
& Rejuvenation in Oban

Call us on 01631 563006
Still time to book in before Christmas!

Located at Mydentist, Shore Street, PA34 4LQ Oban. Offer valid till 31st December 2018

Anti wrinkle 
treatment 
from £150

Fillers from 
£200

FREE  
consultation

10%  
discount available 

with a cut-out 
of this advert

all treatment carried out by a licensed dental surgeon

‘Tis the Season!
Plan your holiday party 

or join us Christmas Day for our 
special 2- or 3-course pre fixe menus.

To book, email reservations@machdunes.com or call  0800 151 3701.
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by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Islanders on Benbecula are 
invited to gather on Cula 
Bay beach on November 11 
for a nationwide gesture of 
remembrance for the men 
and women who le�  their 
home shores during the First 
World War.

Millions of people served 
in the First World War 
and many le�  by sea. � e 
National � eatre of Scotland 
is leading events at six 
beaches across Scotland, 
including St Ninian’s Isle 
beach, Ayr beach, Scapa 
beach in Orkney, St Andrews’ 
West Sands, Burghead Bay 
beach on the Moray Firth 
and Cula Bay beach on the 
isle of Benbecula in the Outer 
Hebrides.

Each event centres on the 
drawing of a large-scale 
portrait of a casualty from 
the First World War with 
a connection to the local 
community. � e portrait will 
be designed by sand artists 
Sand In Your Eye and will 
be washed away as the tide 
comes in. � e public will also 
be asked to join in by creating 
silhouettes of people in the 
sand, remembering the mil-
lions of lives lost or changed 
forever by the con� ict.

� e Cula Bay portrait will 
be Duncan MacKinnon 
(1893-March 23, 1916), one 

of six brothers who all went 
to war. Duncan and his 
brother Neil (born 1899) 
were killed. � eir brother, 
the bard Hector MacKinnon, 
survived along with the 
others the war despite being 
torpedoed and subsequently 
rescued. � is had a lasting 
e� ect on Hector, evident 
from his poetry.

Duncan was born in 
Bernera, Harris, to Mary 
and Finlay MacKinnon. 
During the war he served on 

the armed trawler Corona, 
one of many small ships that 
formed the Auxiliary Patrol, 
with tasks including mine-
sweeping and anti-submarine 
operations. � e Corona was 
sunk near Ramsgate, Kent, 
and Duncan is buried in the 
town’s cemetery. Neil was a 
deck hand on HMS Nairn and 
was awarded a Victory Medal 
and British War medal. He 
survived until May 8, 1919.

Scottish poet Carol Ann 
Du� y has been invited by 

Danny Boyle, the director 
of the Armistice Day project 
called Pages of the Sea, to 
write a new poem titled � e 
Wound In Time, which will 
be read by people as they 
gather on Cula Bay and 30 
beaches across the UK and 
Ireland on November 11. 
Copies of the poem will be 
available at the beaches for 
those who wish to come 
together or to o� er their own 
personal contribution.

� e public is invited to 

explore a gallery of First 
World War casualties on 
the Pages of the Sea website, 
and choose someone to say 
a personal goodbye to on 
November 11 in person and 
on social media. � ey are 
also invited to add an image 
of their lost loved one to the 
online portal.

THE WOUND IN TIME
It is the wound in Time. � e 
century’s tides,

chanting their bitter psalms, 
cannot heal it.

Not the war to end all wars; 
death’s birthing place;

the earth nursing its ticking 
metal eggs, hatching

new carnage. But how could 
you know, brave

as belief as you boarded the 
boats, singing?

� e end of God in the poi-
sonous, shrapnelled air.

Poetry gargling its own 
blood. We sense it was love

you gave your world for; the 
town squares silent,

awaiting their cenotaphs. 
What happened next?

War. And a� er that? War. 
And now? War. War.

History might as well be 
water, chastising this shore;

for we learn nothing from 
your endless sacri� ce.

Your faces drowning in the 
pages of the sea.

Carol Ann Du� y, 2018

Time and tide – remembrance 
event taking place on Benbecula

Above and top right, Cula Bay on the isle of Benbecula in the Outer Hebrides is one of the 
30 beaches to be part of Danny Boyle’s Armistice Day commission for Pages of the Sea, 
and right Duncan MacKinnon who was involved in mine-sweeping operations.

CHARLIE 
LANDSBOROUGH

British Country Music Association’s 
HALL OF FAME STAR

I N  C O N C E R T

S C O T T I S H  T O U R  2 0 1 8

Hear all the hits - including:
My Forever Friend, I Will Love You 
All My Life, What Colour Is the 
Wind, Special, Shine Your Light, 
Five Fingers and more

Sat 10 November 2018
Victoria Hall, Campbeltown
Show: 7.30pm, On sale from: Aqualibrium Centre 
Tel: 01586 551212 & Online www.wegottickets.com

Fri 9 November 2018
Corran Halls, Oban
Show: 7.30pm, Box Office: 01631 567333 
www.liveargyll.co.uk

Charlie Landsborough may 
be preparing to hang up his 
guitar and retire, but the 
singer songwriter will be in 
Oban and Campbeltown this 
weekend as part of his last 
tour of Scotland.

Charlie started singing 
professionally in the 1970s, 
although his major success 
did not come until 1994 with 
his song, What Colour is the 
Wind. He is one of the UK’s 
top country acts and is also 
popular in Ireland, Australia 
and New Zealand.

Charlie is generally rec-
ognised as a country singer, 
however, as his fans will tell 
you, country music is only 
one part of his live shows and 
music catalogue. 

Winner of Best Songwriter, 
Best Song, Best Male Vocalist  
and International Country 
Album, Charlie’s talent 
and chart-topping records 
received the ultimate recog-
nition in 2011 when he was 
inducted into the British 
Country Music Hall of Fame 
– a wonderful achievement 
for any artist.

� is month Charlie also 
released a new CD, � e Attic 
Collection, which no doubt 
will prove to be as successful 
as those that came before.

However, Charlie has now 
decided to call it a day, saying: 
‘Now I thought that you who 
have been so good to me 
should be the � rst to know 
that I intend to hang up my 
guitar and retire next year. 
Hence, this tour will be my 

last. I will certainly miss you 
all, but will never forget your 
great kindness and support, 
and will always treasure the 
wonderful memories I have 
of the lovely times I have had 
with you.’

For his last shows, Charlie 
plans a night of beautiful 
ballads, folk, blues, country, 
rock ‘n’ roll, pop, gospel and 
anthems.

While Charlie is retiring 
from gigging, he will be con-
centrating on song writing 
and is planning on releasing 
new albums in the future.

His � nal shows are not to be 
missed.  

Tickets for Oban and 
Campbeltown are available 
from venue box o�  ces or 
online at www.wegottickets.
com

Last tour for award-winning singer 
songwriter Charlie Landsborough as 
he prepares for his Scottish dates

Advertising Feature
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WHAT’S ON IN OBAN

THURSDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church Hall
10am - 11.30am
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 9TH NOVEMBER
Oban Dance Academy - Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall. All Day
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
Cèilidh Traic. Open till 2am
Quiz Night - Cancer Research 
Committee Oban Branch
Masonic Hall, Albany Street
At 7.00pm for 7.30pm
Scratch Choir - Van Morrison 
The Rock� eld Centre 
8.00pm - 10.00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ The 
Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm . Free Entry 
SATURDAY 10TH NOVEMBER  
Oban Dance Academy - Cheerleading

Glencruitten Church Hall. All Day
Master Builders Lego Club
The Rock� eld Centre. 10.00am - 12.00pm
parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban. 9.30am
Soup Lunch - In aid of Beatson Cancer 
Charity 
The Band Hall, Shore Street, Oban
12.00 - 2.00pm
Slow Traditional Music Session
The Rock� eld Centre. 2.00pm - 4.00pm 
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
Danny Mooney 
Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment @ The 
Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 
SUNDAY 11TH NOVEMBER
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher 
Finish What You Started

The Rock� eld Centre. 2.00pm - 4.00pm 
Armistice Tea Dance
The Argyllshire Gathering Halls
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tickets available at the door
MONDAY 12TH NOVEMBER
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
WEDNESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER  
Inveraray & District Accordion & 
Fiddle Club 
Inveraray Inn. 8.00pm
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Live Music & Entertainment @ The 
Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz. Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and free pizza at 
half time

In partnership with Oban Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details.
To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA THIS WEEK
Tel: 01631 562905 or see
www.obanphoenix.com for more details

FRIDAY 9
13:15/16:15/19:00 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
16:15   SMALLFOOT U
18:30  FIRST MAN 12A
13:30  A STAR IS BORN 15

SATURDAY 10
11:30  JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
11.30     SMALLFOOT U
13:45/16.30/19:30 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
16:30     A STAR IS BORN 15
19:15  THE HATE U GIVE 12A
13:30  FIRST MAN 12A

SUNDAY 11
12:00  JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
12:15     SMALLFOOT U
17:00  FIRST MAN 12A
20:00  A STAR IS BORN 15
14:30     THE HATE U GIVE 12A
14:00/17.15/20:00 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A

MONDAY 12
13:15/16:15/19:00 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
16:15  SMALLFOOT U
13:15/18.30  FIRST MAN 12A
18:10  THE HATE U GIVE 12A
20:30  A STAR IS BORN 15

TUESDAY 13
13:15/16:15/19:00 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
16:15  SMALLFOOT U
13:15  A STAR IS BORN 15
18.30              FIRST MAN 12A

WEDNESDAY 14
13:15/16:00/19:00 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
13:45  SMALLFOOT U
16.00              FIRST MAN 12A
19.00              RSC LIVE: TROILUS & CRESSIDA 12A

THURSDAY 15
15:00/18:00/21:00 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
15:45  SMALLFOOT U
18.00              FIRST MAN 12A
21:00 FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM 12A

If we are able to get screen 2 up and running by Friday there will extra � lms that people can � nd on the 
website - www.obanphoenix.com

Organisers were delighted 
with the inaugural Tober-
mory Book Festival, held 
over the weekend of October 
25-28.

Almost 500 tickets were 
sold for West Over Sea, with 
highlights of the weekend 
being the sold-out dinners 
to celebrate the Campbells of 
Canna, with moving perfor-
mances by Mòd Gold Medal 
winner Fiona Mackenzie, and 
with the legendary Sandy 
McCall Smith.

From cookery demon-
strations from Lady Claire 
MacDonald to performances 
by Colin MacIntyre of Mull 
Historical Society, the fes-
tival was a huge success and 
the organisers will soon be 
starting work on next year’s 
programme.

In glorious weekend weath-
er, Tobermory proved what a 
great venue it is for an event 
such as this.

One of the organisers, 
Hugh Andrew, said: ‘It was a 
fantastic weekend and we’re 
already looking at starting to 
plan next year’s event.’

Inaugural Tobermory Book 
Festival is real page turner

Clockwise from top: Paul Murton enjoys a dram with a 
festival-goer; Lady Claire MacDonald signs one of her 
books; and author Alexander McCall Smith.
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Advertise 
your event 

here for 
as little as 

£10.00 
+VAT

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 08 AN T-SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 08 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Docsa) (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW:Eòrpa
21.00 Montecasino (rpt)
21.45  Dhan Uisge (Rubislaw Quarry) (rpt)
21.55  Belladrum 2017: Lucy May (rpt)
22.00 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
22.15 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.30  Leabhraichean-latha a’ Chogaidh 
Mhòir (rpt) 
23.30 Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 09 AN T-SAMHAIN
FRIDAY 09 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.35    Machair (rpt)
19.00     An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.30 Cearcall (rpt)
20.00 Fonn mo Bheatha –Jenna Cumming 
(rpt)
20.30 Fuine S5 (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt)
22.00  Trapped 7 (rpt)
22.50 Na Worlds 2018 (rpt) 

DISATHAIRNE 10 AN 
T-SAMHAIN
SATURDAY 10 NOVEMBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
17.45    An Là – News
18.00  ÙR | NEW:Scottish Premiership – 
Dundee v St Mirren
20.00    Machair (rpt)

20.25 Ceathrar air a’ Chuiltheann (rpt)
20.55 ÙR | NEW:Na Worlds 2018
22.00 Leabhraichean-latha a’ Chogaidh 
Mhòir (rpt)
23.00 Scottish Premiership – Dundee v St 
Mirren (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 11 AN 
T-SAMHAIN
SUNDAY 11 NOVEMBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.15  An Là – News
18.30 Seachd La – News 
Review   
19.30 Alleluia (rpt) 
20.00 Eòrpa (rpt)
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
21.00  Ceòl, Camanachd is Cogadh (rpt)
22.00  Na Worlds 2018 (rpt)
23.05 Trapped 7 (rpt)

DILUAIN 12 AN T-SAMHAIN
MONDAY 12 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Lot (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW:Fuine S5
21.00 Trusadh – Dol Fodha na Grèine (rpt)
22.00  ÙR | NEW:Ceòlmhor@ Piping Live!
22.30  Gillean Grinn (rpt)
23.30 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.45  Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 13 AN T-SAMHAIN
TUESDAY 13 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.50   An Là – News  

19.00    ÙR | NEW:Scotland v USA
21.15 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
21.30 Ceathrar air a’ Chuiltheann (rpt) 
22.00    ÙR | NEW:Opry Dhoire
23.00 Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
23.30  Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 14 AN T-SAMHAIN
WEDNESDAY 14 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Lot (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Cathy Ann 
MacPhee & Maggie MacInnes) (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 Caileagan a’ Chogaidh Mhòir (rpt) 
22.00 Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)
22.30 Ceòlmhor @ Piping Live! (rpt)
23.00 Montecassino (rpt)
23.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 15 AN T-SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 15 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW:Eòrpa
21.00 HMS Timbertown (rpt)
22.00  An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
22.15  Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.30  Leabhraichean-latha a’ Chogaidh 
Mhòir (rpt) 
23.30 Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)

Whisky, Fire and Song was 
a  fun-� lled weekend of live 
music, community events and 
whisky drinking on the Isle of 
Raasay recently.

Now in its fourth year, the 
festival kicked o�  on  Friday 
with a night of music and 
song at Raasay Distillery. � e 
evening featured talented 
musicians Calum Alex 
MacMillan, from Lewis, and 
Ross Martin, from Arisaig.

� e weekend’s festivities also 
included community events 
– a themed cake competition 
and face-painting at Raasay 
House.

� e frivolity continued 
at Raasay Distillery from 6pm 
and followed by a traditional 
passing round of the quaich. 

� e highlight of the weekend 
was a torchlight procession 
which marched along the 
lanes with Raasay � re service 
as guard of honour.

Bad weather meant that the 
procession was not able to 
� nish at the Boathouse for the 

bon� re as planned. Wind and 
rain did not dampen spirits, 
however, as the torch-lit 
procession instead marched 
to Raasay House to � nish the 
night with mulled wine and 
good craic in the West Wing 
and bar.

Raasay’s fun-� lled 
weekend

Accordion and Fiddle Club 
new season
A� er the summer break, the 
new session of the Inveraray 
and District Accordion and 
Fiddle Club began in the 
Inveraray Inn last month.

Supporting players were 
thin on the ground but stal-
warts Fyne Folk opened pro-
ceedings with Jake MacKay 
on ‘moothie’  and Alex John 
MacLeod on � ddle. As Sally 

Hall and Agnes Liddell were 
unable to be there, regular 
attender Margaret Campbell 
stepped in to play keyboard 
for the � rst time and their se-
lections were much enjoyed.

Colin Sutcli� e was next 
on melodeon, while young 
Calum MacDonald was back 
again on accordion to en-
thral with his lovely playing 

of pipe marches and Gaelic 
waltzes.

� e guest artists were 
the Brady brothers from 
Dundee, Luke and Adam, 
both on accordion. A� er 
the ra�  e and tea, Fyne Folk 
gave another set of reels and 
Gaelic waltzes, with Luke 
and Adam then playing for 
the remainder of the evening.

Calum Alex MacMillan 
and Ross Martin.

Cancer Research Committee 
Oban Branch

Quiz Night
Masonic Hall
Albany Street

Friday 9th November 2018 
At 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Quiz Master : Tony Cave 
Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
Maximum 6 per team

Refreshments available 
Admission £3.00 per person 

Pay at the door 

Oban Pipe Band
is hosting a

Soup Lunch
in aid of

The Beatson Cancer Charity
The Band Hall
Shore Street

Saturday 10th November 2018
From 12 noon - 2.00pm

Entry by Donation
SC No: SC004610

A Little Night Music
A Musical Evening

presented by
Lorn Chorus

Friday 16th November 2018
7.30pm

St John's Cathedral, George 
Street, Oban

Admission by donation
Tea, co� ee, cakes and chat to follow
The proceeds will be shared by 

Marie Curie 
and St John's Cathedral

Armistice 
Tea Dance 

Sunday 11th November 
� e Argyllshire Gathering 

Halls, Oban 2pm - 5pm
With live music from  

� at Swing Sensation & 
� e Catalina Sisters

Tickets £6  which includes 
afernoon tea

Tickets available at the door

Inveraray & District

Accordion 
& Fiddle Club

Wednesday 14th November
8.00pm 

Inveraray Inn
Guest Artistes

Addie Harper Trio
Supporting players 

most welcome

An Comunn Gàidhealach - 
Meur Chruachain

Taynuilt 
Winter Ceilidh

Iain Gordon 
(2018 Gold Medal Finalist)

Eileen Duncan 
(2018 Silver Pendant Winner)

Plus Full supporting 
programme

Saturday 17th November
Taynuilt Village Hall

7.30pm
Tea and Ra�  e

Adults -  £4   Children £2

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD

Fair Trade & 
Christmas Market
Kilmartin Museum Café 
17th & 18th November 2017
11am to 4pm
Fairly Traded Crafts 
from Around the World
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For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Your local radio listings
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
9.00 Monday Morning  with  Stephen, 11.00 Ian 
Simmonds  on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 19.00 
Rosie’s Highland Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 John 
McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday Morning, 13.00 Macky 
on FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest 
Praise - Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 Archie  Darlings’s 
Mix, 22.00 Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast 
Show, 09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10.00  Comfort 
Zone, Doug Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort Zone,12.00 
Comfort Zone, 17.00 Drivetime with Campbell, 
19.00 Country Meets Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 
Country Meets Rock & Roll, 21.00 Gordon’s Grooves 
with Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13.00 
Molly’s Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with Stephen, 17.00 
Drivetime  with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 Drivetime 

with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 Christines Collection, 
20.00 Christine’s CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00  Margo Till  Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till 
Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
17.30  Drive Show, 18.45 Sports View, 19.00 Country 
Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 20.00  Lewis 
Bingham, 21.00  Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    Saturday Morning, 
12.00 Saturday  Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 
12.03   Sat Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday Morning 
Live, 13.30 Clyde, 18.00 Sports View - Dream Team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20.00 
Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 Archie Darling, 18.00 
Ken’s Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 New Country Show 
- David Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Station Close Down

How about popping along for a 
night out in a pop-up venue at 
Moss� eld Park, Oban, to hear 
some favourite local bands 
during Oban Winter Festival?

� e organisers promise 
two great nights in the huge 
in� atable white ‘igloo’ dome, 
complete with a dance � oor, 
which can take 200 party 
goers.

� e Moss� eld fun begins 
with a family night out on 
Friday November 23. You can 
hear two of Oban’s favourite 
bands, Chunks and Neon 
Sheba, along with Calum 
Jones and the Trad Project.

‘Members of the committee 
heard Calum and the band 
at the Tiree Music Festival 
and knew they must book 
him for Winter Fest,’ said a 
spokesman.

� e music will play from 
7pm to 10pm, with the gates 
open at 6.30pm. � e evening 
is billed as an alcohol-free, 
family-friendly night out with 
plenty of eats from Duntarran 
Foods.

Chunks will celebrate the 
band’s 20th anniversary 
next year, during which time 
they have grown to be one of 
Oban’s most popular bands. 
Neon Sheba’s rock fusion also 
a � rm favourite in town. � e 
following night the venue and 
the alcohol-free emphasis on 

family fun continue with the 
same venue, times and food 
the same but this time you get 
to pick the music at a silent 
disco.

Headphones will be on o� er 
to listen through to two di� er-
ent music tracks, or take your 
own music along and plug 
the ear phones in. A venue 

of people all dancing away to 
their own choice of music is a 
sight to see.

� ere will also be spots 
where you can take along your 
own playlist for it to be includ-
ed for others to enjoy.

Remember there is also 
another ‘igloo’ at this year’s 
Oban Winter Festival. � ere 

will be one for storytelling and 
enjoying snacks in during the 
night of magic and adventure 
for children when the woods 
at Glencruitten will be trans-
formed into an illuminated 
backdrop.

� e festival programme is 
published this week – be sure 
to pick up your copy!

Great entertainment 
for Oban winter fest

Oban favourite Chunks will play the ‘Igloo’ for the family-friendly night at Moss� eld.

� e Eilean Dorcha Festival 
generated more than 
£500,000 for the Uist 
economy, according to an 
independent economic 
assessment.

� e two-day festival was 
held on the Isle of Benbecula 
on July 27 and 28 with head-
liners Hunter and the Bear, 
Beinn Lee and Trail West.

� e research was under-
taken by MKA Economics, 
Stirling. Economic assess-
ment  highlights show  3,374 
attended the festival over the 
weekend, a 12 per cent in-
crease on 2017; visitor spend 
is estimated at £522,417, a 
jump of 24 per cent on the 
£420,000 spent in 2017;  50 
per cent who attended Eilean 

Dorcha were local; and 20 per 
cent of those who travelled 
to the festival were making 
their � rst visit to the  Outer 
Hebrides.

� e research also showed 
that 73 per cent of visitors 
stayed on the Uists for more 
than three nights, compared 
to 61 per cent in 2017 and 
more than 85 per cent of 
respondents rated the festival 
experience as either ‘very 
good’ or ‘excellent’.

Eilean Dorcha Festival 
development manager Roddy 
MacKay said: ‘It is our � rst 
priority to put on a great 
show and o� er fun activities 
for individuals of all ages, 
so it is great to know we at-
tracted a record crowd, with 

the vast majority rating the 
festival experience as either 
very good or excellent.

‘In addition to the overall 
experience, it is important 
EDF delivers a substantial 
economic bene� t for local 
businesses. It is encouraging 
to understand that our visi-
tor  numbers are increasing, 
people are staying for longer 
and wish to come back to the 
islands, and that they deliv-
ered an incredible local spend 
of more than half  a million 
pounds.

‘It is our ambition to build 
on this success, enhance 
the festival experience even 
further, and make Eilean 
Dorcha Festival an unmissa-
ble occasion and the islands 

a must-visit destination. EDF 
would like to place on record 
our thanks to all our spon-
sors, funders and volunteers 
without whom the event 
simply could not happen.

‘We would welcome local 
people or businesses to get 
in touch with us if they 
would  like to know more 
about getting involved with 
the festival next year in any 
capacity,  whether trading, 
volunteering, performing or 
sponsorship.’

Music festival delivers 
economic boost for Isles

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Destiny
You are invited

Find your purpose!
Friday 9th November - Encounter (14-25yr Olds)

Saturday 10th November - Healing Meeting
Sunday 11th November - Holy Spirit Night

all events at 6pm  - Free events
Lochgilphead Parish Hall, 

Oban Road, Lochgilphead PA31 8NE
Refreshments provided

www.destinyglasgow.com
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Across

7 Missile (13)

8 Accompaniment for rice (3,5)

9 Misplacement (4)

10 Bog (7)

12 Circle (5)

14 Normal (5)

16 Covered with fleece (7)

19 Wasted (4)

20 Incitement (8)

22 Those who have yet to emerge at their 
best (4,9)

Down

1 Disengage (4)

2 Prayer book (6)

3 Martinique dance (7)

4 One who puts you in your place (5)

5 User of line for game (6)

6 Golfing attire? (3,5)

11 Preserve in a pit (8)

13 Over particular (7)

15 Inevitably (6)

17 Type of apartment (6)

18 Matter (5)

21 Press (4)
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Around the markets
Oban – On Tuesday October 
30, United Auctions held their 
annual breeding cattle sale at 
Oban Livestock Centre when 
338 head were sold. Quality 
and well-bred sorts were keenly 
bid for whilst plainer sorts 
proved harder to cash. A large 
following of buying clientele 
was in attendance from 
throughout the country.
Principal lots and prices.
Top prices per head.
Bullocks
BSHx: £820 – Fiart.
HIGH: £420(2) – Achinrier.
LIMx: £570 – Lochuisge : 
£570 – Fiart.
SHx: £770 – Fiart.
WBSHx: £440 – Killundine 
Estate.
Heifers.
AA: £950(2) - Steall
BSHx: £650(2) – Castles Estate 
: £620 – Achnacloich : £600(2) 
and £580(2) – Castles Estate.
LIMx: £700, £620, £580 and 
£560 – Lochuisge.
LUING: £660(2) – Clachan 
: £640 – Drimnin Estate : 
£620(2) and £600(2) – Clachan 
: £560(4) and £550(2) 
– Ardlarach.
SHx: £860(3), £850(3) and 
£750(3) – Ingleston Farm : 
£630(2) and £530 – Fiart.
SIMx: £780(3), £760, £740(4) – 
Scammadale : £720(2) – Cliad 
: £720(4) – Ardencaple 
Farm : £700 – Scammadale : 
£700(2) – Saulmore : £680(7) – 
Scammadale : £670 – Saulmore 
: £660(6) and £650(3) – Cliad 
: £600 – Ardencaple : £600 
– Cliad : £600 and £580(2) – 
Saulmore : £580 – Scammadale 
: £560(2) – Saulmore.
WBSHx: £900 – Ardura Estate 
: £680(2) – Tyree : £620(2) 
– Resipole : £580 – Ardsheal 
Farm : £520(5) – Achnacloich.
In-calf heifers.
SIMx: £1800(2) – Ledcharrie 
: £1800 – Mid Farm : £1750 – 
Stroneskar : £1700 – Ledcharrie 
: £1700, £1650, £1600, £1550(2) 

– Mid Farm : £1500(2) and 
£1450 – Stroneskar : £1450 – 
Ardtur : £1450 – Ledcharrie : 
£1400(2) – Mid Farm : £1400 
– Upper Largie.
SALx: £1650 – Upper Largie.
LIMx: £1300 – Upper Largie : 
£1250 – Ardionra.
WBSHx: £1150(2) – Stroneskar.
Cows with calves at foot.
£1800 – Achadhbeag : £1200 
– Ardtur : £1050 and £1000(2) 
– Laggan Farms.
In-calf cows: £780 – 1 Cleat 
Barra : £750 – Ardtur : £600(2) 
– Ardnacross : £600 – 1 Cleat.
Top prices per kilo.
Bullocks.
LIMx: 212p(3), 209p and 
207p(2) – Lagganulva.
BSHx: 184p – Fiart.
SHx: 196p – Fiart.
WBSHx: 203p – Killundine 
Estate.
Heifers.
BSHx: 289p(3), 265p and 
245p(2) – Achnacloich.
LIMx: 222p(3) – Lagganulva.
LUING: 294p(2) and 287p(2) 
– Clachan : 267p and 250p(2) 
– Ardlarach.
SHx: 219p(2) – Kirkton Farm.
SIMx: 297p(2) – Saulmore 
: 294p(2) – Cliad : 294p(4) 
– Ardencaple : 282p(7) 
– Scammadale : 275p(2) – 
Saulmore : 272p(3) and 268p(3) 
– Cliad : 261p, 260p(3), 259p 
and 250p – Scammadale.
WBSHx: 321p(2) – Resipole 
: 289p(2) – Achnacloich : 
274p – Ardsheal Farm : 251p(3) 
– Achnacloich.

Stirling – On October 27, the 
Luing Cattle Society held their 
45th autumn sale at United 
Auctions, Stirling. Shona and 
Kenny Marshall, Concraig, 
Aberdeen were the judges.
� e results were as follows.
Sim-Luing in-calf heifers: 1st 
Colin Little, East Bracklinn 
2nd Robert McNee Ltd, 
Benhar.
Luing bulling heifers: 1st 

Robert McNee Ltd, Benhar 2nd 
Torwoodlee and Buckholm 
Estate, Buckholm.
Sim-Luing bulling heifers: 1st 
John Lawrie (Tillyrie) Ltd, 
Tillyrie 2nd Messrs Finlay 
McGowan, Dirnanean.
Golden Jubilee Cup for best 
overall pair of heifers: Robert 
McNee Ltd, Benhar.
Luing bulling heifers averaged 
£1,496 for 113 forward, with a 
top of 2,200gns for a pen of 4 
heifers from C. C MacArthur 
and Co, Nunnerie sold to Pat 
Wilson Farms, Loanleven. 
� is gave Nunnerie herd an 
average of £1,827 for 29 sold, W 
Graham and Son, Craigdarroch 
sold 14 to average £1,905, 
Robert McNee Ltd, Benhar sold 
8 to average £1,811, B Renwick, 
Blackhouse sold 18 to average 
£1,727, Mr JS Wotherspoon, 
(per A Slater) Glenlyon sold 5 
to average £1,428 and J, J and 
R Cameron, Monzie sold 8 to 
average £1,208.
Luing calves average £642 for 
9 with a top of 680gns for a 
pair from N Horsfall, Rannoch 
sold to P Simpson, Troutbeck, 
Windermere.
25 Sim-Luing in calf heifers 
followed averaging £2,058 
topping at 2,400gns for a 
pair from Robert McNee Ltd, 
Benhar going to M Linkleter, 
West Farm, Kirkheaton.� is 
gave Benhar herd an average of 
£2,148 for 13 sold and C Little, 
East Bracklinn and average of 
£1,960 for 12 sold.
Sim-Luing bulling heifers 
averaged £1,229 for 57. Top 
price of 1,500gns came from 
Mrs C M Reid, (per S Little) 
Portmore who sold 9 to average 
£1,458, John Lawrie (Tillyrie) 
Ltd sold 7 heifers averaging 
£1,320, D and A Barr, 
Milkieston sold 8 to average 
£1,319, Messrs F McGowan, 
Dirnanean sold 13 to average 
£1,195 and W Girvan, Berryfell 
sold 15 to average £1,134.

Four farming 
unions stress 
shared vision
� e presidents of the four UK 
farming unions have come 
together at the NFU Cymru 
conference 2018 to underline 
their shared visions for the 
industry, and to call on poli-
ticians to mirror that level of 
ambition.

NFU Cymru president 
John Davies, NFU president 
Minette Batters, NFU Scotland 
president Andrew McCornick 
and Ulster Farmers’ Union 
president Ivor Ferguson 
took to the stage of the NFU 
Cymru Welsh Farming: 
Ambition for Growth con-
ference in Llandrindod Wells 
on November 1 as part of a 
session titled UK: A nation 
united by farming.

� e session saw all four pres-
idents speak of the importance 
of their regular meetings, and 

sharing the same values and 
ideals for the UK agricultural 
industry.

Mr McCornick said: ‘We are 
a nation that is undergoing the 
biggest change in agriculture 
in more than 40 years. Never 
has it been more important 
for all the farmers to stand 
shoulder to shoulder to secure 
a pro� table and sustainable 
future for our memberships 
across the UK. � e four UK 
farming unions have, since 
June 23, 2016, shared common 
goals to ensure we deliver on 
this ambition.

‘Coming together at 
Llandrindod Wells was an-
other opportunity to build on 
our joint ambitions and also 
achieve a great understanding 
of how devolved parts of the 
UK can work e� ectively with-

in this common framework 
to deliver the best possible 
outcomes for farming and the 
wider rural economy in our 
own respective countries.’

Ms Batters added: ‘Coming 
together at the conference 
provides an important op-
portunity for the four unions 
to collaborate and further 
highlight our joint values. 
Together we share a vision and 
ambition to drive our industry 
forward, capitalising on the 
opportunities that lie ahead 
and facing any challenges 
head on. ‘We are united by the 
food that we produce. As the 
UK’s impending departure 
from the European Union 
approaches, it is important 
that our politicians across all 
areas of the UK and the EU 
show that same level of vision.’

Union roadshow is to arrive in Oban
NFU Scotland is taking to the 
road as it seeks the views of its 
members on what a new ag-
ricultural policy for Scotland 
should include.

� e 13-date Future 
Agricultural Policy for 
Scotland roadshow, which 
visits Oban restaurant and 
bar Cuan Mor at 7pm on 
November 23, will focus on 
engaging with members as the 

union builds on its Steps to 
Change – A New Agricultural 
Policy for Scotland document 
launched in late March. � ere 
will be a member of the policy 
team, regional team and pres-
idential team at the meeting.

Andrew McCornick, 
president of NFUS, said: 
‘Scotland’s agriculture policy 
landscape is shi� ing, and ma-
jor in� uences such as the UK 

Government’s Agriculture 
Bill and the Scottish 
Government’s Stability and 
Simplicity proposals could 
have signi� cant implications 
for every farm and cro�  
in Scotland. � e union’s 
principles and priorities for 
� nancial stability, productiv-
ity gains and environmental 
delivery must chime with 
needs of all of its members.’

Kilfinnan
Farm

Hill North Country 
Cheviot Lambs

For Sale and Hire
Tel: N Robertson 

07768 506826
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 4 x 4 
pickups, must be good condition and reasonable 

mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT 
failures etc considered. Will collect. 

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 

and models considered. Also touring 
caravans and statics, instant decision, 

same day payment.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, including commercial 
vans, trucks, cars, motorhomes, 
caravans, touring caravans, any 

condition.

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED FOR CASH
All vehicles, all makes, all models wanted, 
MOT failures, any condition  non runners, 

Young or Old, prompt payment and 
collection. 

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 

free collection anywhere. Land Rover 
Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, 

Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land Cruiser, 
Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan 

Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, 
Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, 

etc. Single vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any 
age nearly new or old, any conditions from 
perfect to written o� , non runners, rotten, 

no MOT, high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best 

cash price guaranteed.

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST 
CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO 
GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE

£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000
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S&S - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE

S&S SERVICES

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON 68 PLATE
CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR    TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702



*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 
With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offers available when ordered by 2 January 2019 from participating retailers. CITIGO offer excludes S Trim. FABIA offer excludes FABIA S Plus. †Up to £2,500 deposit contribution available on FABIA 1.0 MPI 
75PS engines only. All other FABIA engines receive £1,750. Indemnities may be required. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost ŠKODA Financial Services.

Official fuel consumption for the ŠKODA range in mpg (litres/100km): Urban 31.0 (9.1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4) to 88.3 (3.2), Combined 38.2 (7.4) to 80.7 (3.5). CO2 emissions for the ŠKODA range are  
170 to 90 g/km.
This vehicle is a WLTP (Worldwide Harmonised Light-Duty Vehicles Test Procedure) type approved vehicle. More information is available at www.skoda.co.uk/owners/wltp-info/nedc-vs-wltp. However, in line with government guidance, to facilitate comparison between different models from different 
manufacturers and to accommodate the full transition to this new testing regime, we have displayed NEDC figures. These NEDC figures are the values for this vehicle used in registration and taxation documentation until further notice from the UK authorities. These NEDC figures have been derived 
from WLTP testing, and may not be equivalent to NEDC figures from NEDC testing, so comparisons may be unreliable. Fuel consumption and efficiency figures are provided for comparative purposes only and may not reflect ‘real world’ driving results. Choice of wheels and other options may affect fuel 
consumption and emissions data.

Images are for illustrative purposes only. Model shown is not UK specification and may include features or options which are not available in the UK.
A.L.S. Autos Limited and Alan Day (New Southgate) Ltd are brokers and not lenders and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them.

ALS Lock AR Adamsons Alan Day ŠKODA

01353 699302
01304 381 300 02035 535648www.adamsonsmotors.co.uk https://www.alandayvw.co.uk

Downham Garage, Little Downham, Ely, 
Cambridgeshire CB6 2ST

137 Dover Road, Walmer, Deal, Kent CT14 7JH Pinkham Way, North Circular Road, London N11 3UT
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

The Majestic Line (Scotland) Ltd
The Majestic Line are pleased to announce the launch of our fourth ves-
sel for 2019 season and are recruiting staff to fill the roles of boatman/
engineer and Steward/ess for all our boats. Our season will run from 
April 1st – 30th October 2019.

Boatman/ Engineer 
Good understanding of diesel engines and a mechanical/electrical mind 
is necessary experience in a marine environment is desirable.   The job 
also requires people and hospitality skills and to be able to work as part 
of a team providing a high level of customer care.

Steward/ess
Assist with preparations for charters in liaison with the chef and respon-
sible for hospitality duties throughout cruises. Assist with table setting, 
table service, clearing and dish washing and to ensure that the comfort 
and needs of guests are met. Experience in a marine/ hospitality envi-
ronment is desirable.

For further details please apply to: info@themajesticline.co.uk or 
telephone Neil on 01369 707951

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

General Maintenance and 
Effluent Plant Cover
South Shian, Argyll and Bute. 

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of 
superior quality Scottish salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing 
industry leading and highly personal development paths which build 
into fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to developing 
our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would 
very much like to hear from you.

We are currently looking to recruit a General Maintenance and 
Effluent Plant Cover at our Processing Factory in South Shian, Argyll 
and Bute. 

The successful candidate will have a knowledge of general 
maintenance, experience in hand held electrical tools, general 
fabrication from pest control to cladding and any other relevant 
experience in various aspects of gardening, electrical and/or 
plumbing maintenance. 

We expect the successful candidate to be highly motivated with a 
positive ‘hands on’ attitude.  They must also ensure that all tasks are 
completed in a professional manner adherent to strict health and 
safety requirements and practice good house keeping throughout all 
activities.  Good communication skills are essential. 

In return, we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience 
including pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, 
subsidised gym membership and cycle to work scheme.

For further information on this role, please contact Donald 
MacAulay on Donald.MacAulay@scottishseafarms.com or 
07917470189.

To apply, please visit our website www.scottishseafarms.com 
and fill in an application form.

Closing date for applications: Friday 16th November 2018

Chief Executive Officer
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, based in Fort William
Full-Time Position, £45k-£50k
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce is seeking an experienced Chief Executive Officer to 
represent and advocate on behalf of the significant membership of the Chamber.  This includes 
over 200 dynamic businesses across multiple sectors.
The Chamber is a strong voice for the Outdoor Capital of the UK’s business community which 
facilitates and supports business excellence and growth.
The Chamber is a progressive, focused and active organisation which strives to influence and 
inspire business vitality in this vibrant community.

Please send CV’s to the following address:  
FAO: Mr J Bell, Company Secretary, Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, C/o Twin Deer 
Law, Torlundy, Fort William PH33 6SQ or by e-mail to  johnnybell@twindeerlaw.co.uk
Closing date: 12:00 hours on Friday 23/11/2018

Key attributes that are required in the 
candidate:
• Experienced and credible leader 

within the business, Government or 
non-profit organisations

• A progressive thinker with the ability 
to implement a strategic vision

• Ability to establish and develop 
key networks for local businesses 
and drive outcomes from those 
relationships

• Demonstrable track record of 
commercial and operational 
management

This role includes the following:
• Lead spokesperson for the organisation and 

recognised representative of the Lochaber 
business community

• Continuing to enhance and drive the Outdoor 
Capital brand through collaboration with 
private and public organisations, including 
the Chamber’s tourism businesses

• Ambassador and leader for the business 
community

• Managing all budgetary and operational 
aspects of the business

• Reporting to the Board
• Managing a team of 8 staff

   







       
     




 
 
 






Constructive Careers

SITE AGENT/MANAGER
- Oban Area

The successful candidate should have Industry 
Experience & will be responsible for ensuring the 
following criteria is assessed & monitored on one of 
our large construction sites:
• Quality of work • Health & Safety Guidelines
• Good Time Keeping
• Excellent Communication to Team & Public 
• Full UK Driving Licence is essential.

Please apply by email with C.V. to
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or address below.
Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8RR

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Constructive Careers

QUANTITY SURVEYOR
We are looking for a Quantity Surveyor to manage 
various projects throughout Argyll and the Islands.

The role will involve both pre and post contract work, 
dealing with pricing enquiries, tender submissions, 
financial management and final accounts.
Good communication, numerical and IT skills are 
essential.

Please apply by email with C.V. to
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or address below.

Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8RR
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We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for 
free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even 
easier to fi nd your 

next job in the perfect 
location.

RECRUITMENT

Based in our Oban o�  ce we are inviting applications 
for a senior reporter.
As the position will be based in Oban, knowledge of 
the area would be an advantage.
Financial assistance for accommodation where 
relevant may be available for the � rst three months.
We o� er a good, competitive salary 
+ enhanced pension 
+ life assurance 
+ excellent bene� ts and great working conditions

We want to hear from you if you 
have the appropriate experience 
and quali� cations:

 Journalism

 Shorthand

 Ambition and enthusiasm

 Talent, self motivation 
and commitment

 A full current 
driving licence

Please apply by email with full C.V. and contact details to: ali@obantimes.co.uk
Closing date: 16th November 2018

SENIOR 
REPORTERScottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We

pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Receptionist & Office Administrator
Based at Barcaldine, Argyll and Bute

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of 
superior quality Scottish salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing 
industry leading and highly personal development paths which build 
into fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to developing 
our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would 
very much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for a Receptionist & Office Administrator 
at our new hatchery in Barcaldine, Argyll and Bute. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for someone that is highly motivated, efficient and pro-
active to join a welcoming and professional team who provide valuable 
support to our business. The general duties of the Receptionist/Office 
Administrator include (but are not limited to): -

Manage and maintain a professional reception area
Greeting visitors in a professional manner
Co-ordination of customer visits and on-site meetings
Managing the company switchboard, directing calls accordingly
Maintaining stationery stock levels
Managing the post in/out
Assisting with the administration of health and safety;
Assisting with the administration of Learning and Development

You will be smart and professional, have excellent communication 
and be able to work well under pressure.

Please note that while the primary location for this role is Barcaldine, 
the successful applicant will be expected to cover at the South 
Shian office as needed - therefore, applicants must be able to travel 
between the two locations.

In return, Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration 
package including pension scheme, life cover, discretionary bonus, 
occupational health support, subsidized gym membership and cycle 
to work.

If you would like to be considered for this role, please visit our 
website www.scottishseafarms.com and fill in an application 
form. Alternatively, should you have any questions about the role, 
you can email recruitment@scottishseafarms.com

Closing Date for applications: Friday 16th November 2018.

FULL TIME STALKER / GHILLIE 
REQUIRED

PART TIME HOUSEKEEPING 
ASSISTANT REQUIRED

Benmore Estate are looking to recruit a full 
time stalker / ghillie and a part time house-
keeping assistant to join our estate team team 
on the Island of Mull. 

Applicants must be keen and experienced 
and willing to work to the highest standards 

as part of a small team. 
See website www.benmoreestate.co.uk.

In the first instance please email CV and 
accompanying letter to: 

sarah.pearson@tpradford.co.uk

RECEPTION/GENERAL 
ASSISTANT REQUIRED

Please send your CV and 
covering letter to Karina.

karina.tvrda@sgehotelgroup.com
01631 562183

RECEPTION/GENERAL 
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CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

M R MacEachen
A MacEachen
1 Toigal, Arisaig & Moidart
0.033 ha – Site for proposed 
new development
92924

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand for 
the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 07/12/18. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, info@
crofting.gov.scot

The Crofting Commission 
takes the protection of 
your privacy seriously.  To 
safeguard your personal 
data and make sure that it 
is accurate, we only collect 
and/or store the data 
necessary to carry out our 
functions as a regulatory 
body.  You can find a copy 
of our Privacy Notice at 
www.croft ing.scotland.
gov.uk/openness-and-
customer-care.

DECROFTING 
DIRECTION ISSUED

M Stewart
174 Newton Ardtoe, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
Case 92543
0.073 ha
Reason – Existing croft 
house site & garden 
ground
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  

Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

THE A83 TRUNK ROAD (INVERARAY) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON USE OF ROAD) (NO. 3) ORDER 2018
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order under sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 temporarily prohibiting traffic on that length of 
the A83 Tarbet – Lochgilphead – Campbeltown Trunk Road from its 
junction with Main Street South in a generally north easterly direction 
in Main Street West and then Main Street East then in a north 
westerly direction in Front Street East to its junction with The Avenue, 
Inveraray, a distance of 245 metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate the Inveraray Remembrance 
Parade and to enable members of the public to participate in this 
event, will be in operation from 11th November until 12th November 
2018.  It is intended that the closure will last for approximately 
20 minutes,  and only have effect in relation to such part or parts 
of the length of road as is indicated by the appropriate traffic signs.
The Order does not apply to vehicles while being used in an 
emergency for fire brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard 
purposes or a vehicle being used for facilitating the holding of the 
relevant event. 
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
An alternative route for traffic during the prohibition is not required.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the 
Transport Scotland website at https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-
orders/?roadorderregion=1291
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk 
roads visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
A. SOMERVILLE 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A85 TRUNK ROAD (TAYNUILT) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON USE OF ROAD) ORDER 2018
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order under sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, temporarily prohibiting traffic on that A85 
Tyndrum – Oban Trunk Road from a point 100 metres or thereby 
northwest of its junction with the B845 road to Taynuilt Station in 
a generally southeastward direction to a point 100 metres or thereby 
southeast of the said B845 junction, a distance of 200 metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate the Taynuilt Remembrance 
Service 2018 and to enable members of the public to participate 
in this event, will be in operation from 11th November until 12th 
November 2018 it is anticipated the closure will be for 10 minutes 
and will only have effect in relation to such part or parts of the 
length of road as is indicated by the appropriate traffic signs.
The Order does not apply to vehicles while being used in an emergency 
for fire brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes or a vehicle 
being used for facilitating the holding of the relevant event.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
Alternative routes are not required.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-
orders/?roadorderregion=1291
For information about roadworks on motorways and 
trunk roads visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
J.J MORAN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Marine Husbandry Staff
Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer 
of superior quality Scottish salmon. We are a living wage 
employer who pride ourselves in providing industry leading and 
highly personal development paths which build into fulfilling 
professional careers.

If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven 
to put your strengths to work, we would very much like to hear 
from you.

We are currently recruiting for Marine Husbandry Staff to join our 
dedicated teams in Argyll and the Highlands.

Experienced Husbandry Staff
Applicants should have at least 1.5 years’ practical salmon farming 
experience with a keen interest in developing knowledge and skill in 
feeding and net management. You should be able to demonstrate 
competence across a wide range of farming disciplines including: 
fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling 
skills, whilst being proactive in health and safety.

Above all you should have the drive and ambition to further your 
career through training and development. A formal boat qualification 
would be desirable.

In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience 
along with additional payments on completion of specific training, 
crop bonus, discretionary company bonus, pension scheme, life 
cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership 
and cycle to work scheme.

A current driving licence is essential. We are an equal opportunities 
employer and we welcome applications from all suitably qualified 
persons; however you must be able to provide documentation of your 
right to work in the UK.

To find out more about our locations and to apply, please visit the 
careers page on our website.

www.scottishseafarms.com or email 
recruitment@scottishseafarms.com.

Closing date: Friday 23rd November 2018.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
RECRUITMENT

BOOKKEEPER
We are looking to recruit a bookkeeper to join our busy team. Whilst 
previous experience would be helpful we are also able to provide 
comprehensive training to the successful candidate.

Our bookkeeping team make use of all the main cloud based software 
which ensures that we are well placed to help our clients comply with the 
forthcoming Making Tax Digital requirements.

Interested candidates should email their CV for the attention 
of Duncan Grout, Managing Partner at mail@raclement.co.uk



TAYNUILT 
HORTICULTURAL 

SOCIETY
(FLOWER SHOW)

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

ON

THURSDAY 8TH 
NOVEMBER AT 7.30PM

IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
If this show is to continue 
then people have to come 
along to the meeting and 

show support. If support is 
not forthcoming then this 

important event will be lost 
to the village.

Camanchd 
Shinty Club

AGM
Thursday 22nd 

November 
at 7pm

The Rockfield 
Centre Hut
All welcome

Oban & Lorn Horticultural Society

A.G.M
Tuesday 13th November 2018 @ 7pm

Glencruitten Road Church Hall
Thank you to everyone who supported our show in August.
In order for the society to continue we need your help. We 
are looking for committee members to help us organise the 

annual show. We’re a small friendly committee who hold just 4 
meetings a year. 

For more info or apologies contact; 
David - 01631 564326 / 

Sharon - kirvid@tiscali.couk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically 
at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY 
BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically at your 
nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following 
link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/04952/FUL

18/04989/FUL

18/05007/FUL

18/02262/FUL

Land 50M South Of Innis 
Aluinn, Glenfinnan

Land 50M North Of 
Rigsden, Achnabobane, 
Spean Bridge

Land 15M NE Of 1 Slatach
Glenfinnan

Site 120M South Of 
Whingrove
Ardnastang, Strontian

Change of use of land to site 2 
holiday pods.

Erection of house

Change of use of vacant former 
Marine Harvest Shorebase to 
provide community facilities

Erection of house (amended 
scheme)

Proposed Division of a 
Croft by Owner-occupier 

Crofter

Mrs Kareen Barker is 
applying to divide the 
owner-occupied croft at 
11 Tighphuirst, Lismore & 
Appin, Argyll into two new 
crofts.

Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to:

Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW, info@crofting.gov.
scotland within 28 days of 
the date of this advert.

Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL, (LAUREL ROAD AND DUNCRAGGAN 
ROAD, OBAN), (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 
ORDER 2018
On Monday 5th November 2018, Argyll and Bute Council, in exercise of 
the powers conferred on them by section 62 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 
1984, made the above named Order which will make it unlawful for any 
person to drive or cause or permit to be driven any motor vehicle on the 
entire length of Duncraggan Road, and the section of Laurel Road 
between its junction with Ardconnel Road and Duncraggan Road, Oban.
The restrictions imposed by this Order, which are desirable because 
of considerations of public safety and convenience during the Winter 
Festival Fireworks Display, will be in operation when indicated by signs 
between 1830 and 1900 hours on the 25th November 2018.
Contravention of the Order, which may be inspected at the Argyll & Bute 
Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, could result in a penalty  
of up to £500.
Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae,  
Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (QUEENS PARK PLACE, STATION ROAD 
AND RAILWAY STATION ACCESS ROAD, OBAN) (SPECIAL EVENT)
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2018
On Monday 5th November 2018, Argyll and Bute Council in exercise 
of the powers conferred on them by Section 16(A) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 as amended, with the consent of the Scottish 
Ministers under Section 16(B)(6)(b) of the said Act, made the above 
named Order, the effect of which will be that for a temporary period it 
will be unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to be driven 
any vehicle, with the exception of emergency services vehicles, through 
the entire lengths of Queens Park Place, Station Road and Railway 
Station Access Road, Oban in order to permit the switching on of the 
Christmas lights on or near those roads. 
The Order, which is necessary to facilitate the holding of the event, shall 
have effect when indicated by signs between 1400 hours and 2000 hours 
on Saturday 17th November 2018.
Alternative Route: There is no alternative route.
Head of Roads & Amenity Services,  
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Bruichladdich Distillery Co Ltd trading as 
Bruichladdich Distillery Co Ltd of Bruichladdich, 
Isle of Islay, PA49 7UN, Argyll & Bute is applying 
to change an existing licence as follows: -
• To keep an extra 0 goods vehicles and 2 trailers 
at the operating centre at Bruichladdich Distillery, 
Bruichladdich, Isle of Islay, PA49 7UN, Argyll & Bute
• To add an operating centre to keep 0 goods ve-
hicles and 2 trailers at Port Charlotte Garage, Port 
Charlotte, Isle of Islay, PA48 7TU, Argyll & Bute
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that their 
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at “Office of the Traffic Commis-
sioner Scotland, Level 6, The Stamp Office, 10 
Waterloo Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3EG” stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. Rep-
resentors must at the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the applicant at the ad-
dress given at the top of this notice. A guide to 
making Representations is available from the Traf-
fic Commissioner’s Office.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Brake Bros Ltd of Enterprise House, Eu-
reka Business Park, Ashford, Kent, TN25 
4AG is applying to add an operating cen-
tre to keep 5 goods vehicles and 0 trail-
ers at 13 Lochavullin Road, Oban, PA34 
4PL. Owners or occupiers of land (includ-
ing buildings) near the operating centre 
who believe that their use of enjoyment 
of that land would be affected should 
make written representations to the Traf-
fic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF, within 21 
days of this notice. Representors must at 
the same time send a copy of their rep-
resentations to the applicant at the ad-
dress given at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making representations is availa-
ble from the Traffic Commissioners Office.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 
Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local Customer 
Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 

18/02249/PP Change of use from post office to residential flat 
including replacement windows and doors

Former Post Office Main Street Tobermory 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA75 6NT 

18/02140/PP Change of use of agricultural land to provide 
outdoor riding school, erection of stable shelter, use 
of existing shelter as shelter/store/office and 
formation of parking area

Killiechronan Farm Killiechronan Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA72 6JU 

18/02336/LIB Installation of a lighting scheme to include general 
lighting, lights for the highlighting of architectural 
features and provision of emergency lighting.

St Conans Church Lochawe Dalmally Argyll And 
Bute PA33 1AH 

18/02274/LIB Internal alterations including installation of first 
floor and access stairs and formation of new 
doorway to crypt corridor and external door 
changed to open outwards

St Conans Church Lochawe Dalmally 
Argyll And Bute PA33 1AH 

18/01189/PP Change of use of dwellinghouse to form community 
centre and office

Schoolhouse Achnacroish Isle Of Lismore  
PA34 5UG 

18/01886/PP Extension to office car park Tiree Community Business Island Centre 
Crossapol Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 
PA77 6UP

18/02175/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and garage (amended 
design relative to planning permission 12/01864/PP) 
– part retrospective

Plot 3 Kirk Brae Kilmore Argyll And Bute 

18/02234/PP Alterations and sub division of dwellinghouse to 
form 2 dwellinghouses

The Merle Rockfield Road Tobermory Isle Of 
Mull Argyll And Bute PA75 6PN 

18/02346/PP Change of use of block of four residential flats to 
block of four flats each in multiple occupation

Aldersyde Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1AG 

18/02071/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, associated outbuilding 
(amended design), pergola, 2 pavilions and 
greenhouse, installation of sewage treatment tank 
and associated works

Kilchoan House Kilmelford Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4XD 

18/02171/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse An Dulin South Land East Of Harbour House 
Caolis Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 

18/02172/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse An Dulin North Land North East Of Harbour 
House Caolis Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 

18/02238/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 1 Land East Of Cala Na Sithe Kilmore 
Argyll And Bute 

18/02239/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 2 Land East Of Cala Na Sithe Kilmore 
Argyll And Bute 

18/02200/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 1 Land North West Of Ar-Dachaidh 
Bunessan Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

18/02127/
AMSC

Approval of matters specified in conditions 3 to 
6 relative to planning permission in principle 
reference 17/00231/PPP -Site for the erection 
of dwellinghouse

Land North East Of 2 Claddach Portnahaven 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute

18/02229/PP Demolition of dwellinghouse and outbuildings. 
Erection of 3 dwellinghouses, installation of sewage 
treatment plant, improvements to existing access 
arrangements and landscaping

Ballitarsin Farm Glen Road Bridgend Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute PA44 7PZ 

18/02250/PP Removal of existing shed, erection of retail unit 
(class 1) and formation of new pedestrian entry

Distillery House Main Street Port Charlotte 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA48 7TY

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert.  
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives 
is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be 
viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1

CHIMNEY SWEEP

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

West Coast PROPERTY

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Mystery diner... A foraged Xmas with 
Scottish Field... Meet cameraman 

Doug Allan... Expeditions of an  
Arctic explorer... Life of journo 

Andrew Neil... A coorie Christmas... 

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
DECEMBER 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

Christmas  
special 

Mystery diner... A foraged Xmas with 
Scottish Field... Meet cameraman 

Doug Allan... Expeditions of an  
Arctic explorer... Life of journo 

Andrew Neil... A coorie Christmas... 

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
DECEMBER 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

Christmas  
special 



 Hobbies and Crafts
HARRIS RUG LOOM Plus 
wool, £150 ono Telephone 
01681 700340².
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

Home O�  ce
EXECUTIVE DESK Ex-
ecutive desk excellent 
condition, measures 
:L=153.5xD=75xH=71cm. 
3 drawers right, 1 drawer 
+ fi le drawer left. Calls 
evenings, £60 Telephone 
01852 300154.
SMALL COMPUTER DESK 
excellent condition, L=82x-
H=79xW=58cm. can deliver 
to Oban. Calls evenings, 
£35 Telephone 01852 
300154.

Kitchen 
BECO WHITE LARDER 
FRIDGE Good condition, 
£20 Telephone 01546 
886326 or 07733327413.
BREVILLE MICROWAVE 
WITH GRILL Silver. 
Good condition, £20 Tele-
phone 01546 886326 or 
07733327413.

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.

VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely garden 
planters. Prices from £40, 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various 
sizes from £90, Telephone 
01631 564578².

Heating, Fires and 
Fireplaces

RAYBURN 355 
SFW This is the largest 
output solid fuel Rayburn, 
comes in a beautiful satin 
black, heat resistant fi nish 
and is a direct replacement 
for the Rayburn Supreme. It 
has been professionally re-
built and reconditioned from 
top to bottom and is in ‘as 
new’ condition. Fitted with 
a new stainless steel, high 
output boiler which carries 
a manufacturer’s 5 year 
guarantee, it is capable of 
heating 8 radiators. Water 
pipes from the boiler exit 
on LHS. Ovens and fl ue on 
RHS.
The Rayburn offers the fl ex-
ibility of cooking, heat to the 
kitchen and hot water in the 
summer with the addition of 
central heating in the winter.
Its dimensions are 900 mm 
wide, 820 mm high and 590 
mm deep.
The Rayburn which can 
burn coal, wood or peat will 
provide wonderful cooking 
facilities as well as a lovely 
warm home.
Delivery is possible - charge 
dependent upon distance.
The cost is £3,850 which 
represents an enormous 
saving on the cost of a new 
Rayburn 355 SFW (which is 
£6,835).
For further details and 
photos, call 07889 
324823 or 01899 220918

STORAGE HEATERS 
Dimplex Storage Heaters. 
Good condition, £40 Tele-
phone 01631 710862.
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Private sales free listings for items under £100

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Antiques and 
Collectables
CLAN CREST PLATES 20 
Porcelain coloured & gilt, 
165cm plates. Limited edi-
tion. Prominent clans. Nice 
wall decoration. Were £20 
each, £45 Telephone 01631 
730280.

Bicycles
CAR BIKE RACK 3 bike car 
rack - suitable for estate car 
or hatchback. Little used. 
(Minard), £20 Telephone 
01546 886305.
CHILD’S BIKE Raliegh 
‘Mega Max’, 5peed gears, 
purple. Would suit 6/7 yr 
old. (N.Connel), £5 Tele-
phone 07709 150864.
GENT’S BIKE FOR SALE 
Mountain bike, black, 26” 
wheels. 15 gears. Gel sad-
dle and pannier rack. Little 
used and in good condition. 
(Minard), £49.50 Telephone 
01546 886305.
LADIES MOUNTAIN BIKE 
Ladies mountain bike, pur-
ple, 26” wheels. 15 Shima-
no derailleur gears. Gel 
saddle. In good condition. 
(Minard), £30 Telephone 
01546 886305.

Building / DIY
DIY WORKWEAR 1 extra 
large HiVis bomber jacket 
and vest orange, £15 Tele-
phone 07760 334367.
DIY WORKWEAR 2 x 48” 
chest white painters boiler-
suits,  £15 each Telephone 
07760 334367.
DIY WORKWEAR 1 extra 
large HiVis bomber jacket 
and vest orange, £15 Tele-
phone 07760 334367.
KITCHEN SINKS Carron 
Phoenix white ceramic sink, 
single drainer plus separate 
matching half sink, with drain 
fi ttings. As new. N.Connel, 
£50 Tel 07709 150864.
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Camping & caravan 
Equipment
THETFORD CASSETTE 
Motorhome/caravan toilet 
cassette C250S or fi t C260. 
Was used as spare only. 
Good clean condition. Re-
tails for £95, £35 Telephone 
01631 730280.

Car Accessories
PAIR OF AXLE STANDS 
(North Connel), £5 Tele-
phone 07709 150864.

Clothes, Shoes and 
Accessories
HAND KNITTED HARRIS 
WOOL SOCKS £5 per 
pair plus postage. Mrs C 
MacKay, 17 Achmore, Isle 
of Lews, HS2 9DU.
NEW PER UNA COAT 
Beautiful Grey Tweed 
look with slight white line 
Grey satin lining Double 
breasted approx93 cm long 
Bargain can send pic, £20 
Telephone 01631 720369.

Domestic Appliances
ELECTRIC FAN OVEN 
- FREE Beko electric fan 
oven - free. Note that this is 
oven only and not full cook-
er. Can deliver Lochgilphe-
ad area, Free Telephone 
01546 830011.

Furniture
CHEST OF DRAWERS At-
tractive, Solid wood with 4 
drawers. Size, 37”h x 31”w 
x 16”d. (N. Connel), £35 
Telephone 07709 150864.
HARD WOOD DINING 
TABLE 42” Diameter plus 4 
matching chairs with cush-
ions. Extends to seat 6. All 
perfect condition. Free de-
livery Mid Argyll area, £80 
Telephone 01546 886641.
KITCHEN CHAIRS 6 
Stacking chairs, modern 
Ikea white moulded ply/
chrome fi nish. Good clean 
condition, £45 Telephone 
01631 730280.
SINGLE BED Solid pine 
construction. (North Con-
nel), £40 Telephone 07709 
150864.
TABLE AND FOUR 
CHAIRS wooden table and 
four chairs size 55”x35”, 2 
years old, lovely condition, 
£65 Telephone 07470 
580783.

Garden
GARDEN HOSE FOR 
SALE 15m garden hose, 
connectors and lance spray. 
As new condition, £25 Tele-
phone 07471 151287.
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².

Musical Instruments
ACCORDION Stradella, 
Super Salas, 3 row button, 
B/C/C Sharp, 4 voice, 96 
base, fi nest Italian reeds, 
pinned on leather through-
out (all original), strong 
musette, ex compression, 
exceptional condition, 
comes with hard carrying 
case. For more information 
tel: £650 Telephone 07904 
942392².
EXCELSIOR MULI MU-
SETTE PIANO ACCORDI-
ON - 120 Bass 41 Treble 
Keys 4 Voice 13 Treble 
Couplers 3 Bass Couplers, 
£1000 Telephone 01546 
602406.

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL , market your business 
effectively with profession-
ally designed leafl ets, post-
ers and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on 01586 
554975.

THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival 
or big day.  Truly individual, 
a treasured keepsake.  
Call Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.



generous donations to the sum 
of £715 which was collected for 
Oban Lifeboat.
MITCHELL (JOHNSTON) - 
Brenda, Margaret and families 
wish to thank most sincerely all 
family, friends and neighbours 
for their kind expressions of 
sympathy following the sad 
loss of their mother, Margaret. 
Warm thanks to Catriona and 
sta�  at Hamish Hoey for their 
e�  cient and caring funeral 
arrangements and to Rev D 
Cameron for his comforting 
service. Special thanks to 
Sileas Sinclair for playing 
the accordion in the church 
and Michael MacKinnon for 
piping, to Moreen Gracie for 
the beautiful � oral tribute and 
to John Horne and sta�  at � e 
Royal Hotel for their excellent 
catering. Heartfelt thanks 
to Dr Emma Boyle and Dr 
Katherine Adams and sta�  at 
Lorn Medical Practice for their 
care of mum over the years, 
to Aeltsje and the Macmillan 
nurses, district nurses, Marie 
Curie nurses, carers and � e 
Dove Centre. � anks to all 
who attended the church and 
graveside. � e collection will 
be divided between Macmillan 
nurses and � e Dove Centre.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of a beloved wife and 
mother, Louie who passed 
away on November 10, 2000 
at Kilmalieu. Like falling 
leaves the years slip by. But 
loving memories never die
- Your loving family, Allan, 
Catherine, Jamie and Claire, 
Amber, Iona, Katie, Cara and 
Isla.
CAMERON - In loving memory 
of our Louie, a dear sister, sister-
in-law, aunt and great-aunt who 
passed away at Kilmalieu on 
November 10, 2000.
Sadly missed.
- MacKechnie family at Fort 
William, Oban, Killin and 
Balfron.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of Christine, who passed 
away on November 7, 2015,  a 
loving wife to Ian and mother to 
Daniel, Jamie and Lewis.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
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Obituary Name 

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

BIRTHS 
RUSSELL - STRANG - 
Welcome to Harris Blair arrived 
October 26, 2018, brother 
for Hayley, Billy, Lewis and 
Noah. Another blessing for the 
grandparents, Billy and Sandra 
and Alan and Mary, Oban.

DEATHS
BLACK - Peacefully, at 
the Kintyre Care Home, 
Campbeltown, on October 
31, 2018, Duncan Black, in his 
95th year, formerly of Smith 
Drive, beloved husband of 
the late Barbara McMillan, 
much loved dad of Jenny and 
Duncan, loving pop of Karen, 
Colin, Catherine and Archie 
and an adored great granda.
CAMPBELL - (Lossiemouth). 
Suddenly but peacefully, at 
ARI, on � ursday, November 
1, 2018, James (Jim), aged 
76 years, of Dunlossit, 4 
Inchbroom Avenue, darling 
husband of Isabel, much loved 
dad of Brian and Darren, 
father-in-law of Marie and 
Mayanne, adored papa of 
Tayne and Jade and Stephanie 
and Alex, dear brother and 
uncle and a good friend to 
many. Funeral service, to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited, in St. Gerardine’s 
High Church, Lossiemouth, on 
Friday, November 9, at 1.30p.m., 
therea� er to Lossiemouth 
Cemetery. Family � owers only 
please. Donations if desired, 
may be given at the service, to 
Lossiemouth Fisheries Museum 
and British Heart Foundation. 
CASSELS - Kenneth 
Alexander Home Cassels, the 
late of Craigdarroch, Isle of 
Coll, and Little Stonnards, 
died peacefully at home aged 
99, surrounded by family and 
friends. He was husband of 
the late Barbara, and much 
loved father, grandfather and 
great grandfather. � e funeral 
will take place at 11.30am 
on November 19 at All Saints’ 
Church, Wimbish. Family 
flowers only please but donations 
made payable to Save the Tiger 
Fund Panthera or The Gurkha 
Welfare Trust can be sent c/o  
Peasgood & Skeates, Shire Hill, 
Saffron Walden, CB11 3AQ or 
via Kenneth’s In Memory page at 
www.peasgoodandskeates.co.uk 
FINDLAY - Sadly a� er a short 
illness on Sunday November 
4, 2018 at Oban Hospital, Mrs 

Margaret (Peggy) Findlay, 
beloved wife of J. Findlay. Sadly 
missed by relatives and friends.
KIRK - Margaret, much loved 
� ancée of David Williams, both 
retired to Argyll from Glasgow, 
died on November 3, 2018, 
aged 67 years. Funeral service 
will take place on Tuesday, 
November 13 at the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls, Oban at 
1pm, followed by interment at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery, Oban. 
Family � owers only, but any 
donations in lieu of � owers to 
Marỳ s Meals.
KIRSOP - � omas Allan. 
Peacefully at Abbey� eld 
Nursing Home, Ballachulish 
on   November 2, 2018 with 
his family by his side. Devoted 
husband to Mairi, loving dad to 
Allan, Donalda, Mairi and Tom, 
much loved father-in-law and 
Grampy to nine. Funeral to be 
held on Friday, November 9 in 
Nether Lochaber Church, Onich 
at 12 noon followed by interment 
in Innis na Birlinn Cemetery. 
All friends respectfully 
invited. Family � owers only 
please donations, if desired, to 
Abbey� eld Resident’s Fund.
ROSS - Sarah Helen Ross 
(née Re�  n), born January 21, 
1929. Late of Taynuilt, Argyll. 
Peacefully on Monday, October 
29, 2018 at Wishaw. Beloved 
wife of Robert and devoted 
mother of John, Lynda, Janet, 
Robert and Peter. Adored by 
her many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Laid to 
rest at Biggar. Forever at peace.
No � owers please, donations 
may be made to the Salvation 
Army or ENABLE Scotland.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMERON - Kathleen, 
Maureen, Robbie and Carolyn, 
warmly thank everyone for 
their support and kindness, 
also for the cards, letters, 
homebaking and � owers 
following the sad and 
unexpected loss of Sandra. To 
our friends in Alvor, Portugal 
- Magia, Sandra and Paulo of 
the Vagabondo restaurant and 
also Marcelo, who all looked 
a� er Kathleen so well. � anks 
also to the indomitable Louise 
Tighe and her friends who 
also took care of Kathleen 
in Alvor. � anks also to the 
Rev. Malcolm Kinnear for a  
comforting service and Mary 
Ducker for the beautiful � owers 
in Church. To Beth, Jamie and 

sta�  of McFall’s for all their 
help and kindness and to all 
those who � lled the church in 
honour of our beloved Sandra, 
we thank you all. She will never 
be forgotten. � e sum of £930 
was collected and will be split 
between Talk Lochaber and 
Munlochy Animal Aid.
FORBES - Margaret, Christine, 
Iain and Lorna thank most 
sincerely family, friends and 
neighbours for their kindness, 
support, cards, letters, phone 
calls and � owers following the 
sad loss of Harry, a devoted 
husband, father, father-in-law 
and grandpa. Special thanks 
to Dr Ewan Glen, Dr Chuma, 
nurses and receptionists at the 
Lorn Medical Centre. � anks 
to the ambulance crew and 
to Colin and Danny for their 
compassion. To Catriona 
and sta�  at Hamish Hoey for 
sensitive and e�  cient funeral 
arrangements. To Donald 
MacKinnon for a warm sincere 
and comforting service and 
to Andy Henderson, organist. 
� ank you to all who paid 
their last respects at the church 
and graveside and to Michael 
and sta�  at � e Falls of Lora 
Hotel. Our heartfelt gratitude 
is extended to everyone. 
� e retiral collection raised 
£1604.64 for the Oban Branch 
of the RNLI.
MACCORMICK - Linda 
and Kate and their families 
would like to sincerely thank 
everyone for visits, � owers, 
cards, messages and phone 
calls which have been a great 
comfort following the sad loss 
of their mum, Mary. Special 
thanks to the Rev Margaret 
Miller for her support and 
a warm and compassionate 
funeral service at Lismore 
Parish Church; many 
thanks to Duncan Gunn for 
e�  cient and sensitive funeral 
arrangements, to Anne 
Livingstone for playing the 
organ and to cousin, Ronald 
Black, for piping. Huge thanks 
to Kiki MacColl and her able 
team of assistants for providing 
a fantastic spread and excellent 
service at Lismore Hall, thanks 
also to the islanders who 
donated home baking which 
was very much appreciated. 
Finally, thanks to all friends 
and family who helped out 
with additional funeral roles, 
to everyone who travelled from 
near and far to attend and for 

DUFF - In loving memory of 
Caroline, dearly loved wife, who 
passed away November 7, 2016.
Your presence I miss
Your memory I treasure
Loving you always
Forgetting you never
- Husband Ian.
DUNCAN - Precious 
memories of my beloved 
husband, Howard, who passed 
away on November 12, 2001. 
I hold you close within my heart 
and there you shall remain 
To walk with me throughout 
my life until we meet again. 
Love always
- Chrissie x
LOVE - In loving memory of 
a much loved husband, father, 
father-in-law and grandpa Bob, 
who passed away November 
10, 2012.
Always in our thoughts.
- Anne, Elizabeth and family.
MACINTYRE - Andrew, died 
November 7, 2017,  loving 
husband, dad, papa. Sorely missed, 
loved, will never be forgotten.
- Maureen and Andrew xx
MACINTYRE - Betty, died 
November 9, 2003.
A child of the Great War who 
passed away as the Armistice 
bells were chiming.
Remembered with love and 
gratitude by Angus, Lorn, Eric 
and the wider family.

MACINTYRE - In fond and 
loving memory of a dear 
brother-in-law Andy.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Iain, Sandra and family.
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of our dearest  parents Bertie, 
who died on November 11, 
1989 and Agnes, who died on 
January 29, 2011.Always in our 
thoughts. Also remembering 
Uncle Jack who died on 
November 17, 1993.
- � e MacKay and Gillies 
families, Oban and 
Lochgilphead.
McGHEE - In loving memory 
of my daughter Mary McGhee, 
who died November 9, 2012.
Sorely missed, never forgotten.
- Dad and Jane x
PARKINSON - Treasured 
memories of a dear dad and pop 
Arthur (Scouse) who passed 
away November 12, 1990.
Without farewell he fell asleep
With only memories he le�  to 
keep
- Peggy, Alistair and family x
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THOUGHT
for the week

Aldi to donate food to 
charity on Christmas Eve

GRADUATION

RUARIDH MARK CAIN
Recently graduated from the University of Edinburgh with an 

MA (Hons) in Physical Education. Ruaridh is the son of Mark and 
Margaret Cain, Oban and the grandson of the late Jimmy and Bunty 

Buchanan, Oban and the late Eddie and Helen Cain, Glasgow. 
Ruaridh is a former pupil of Rock� eld Primary School and Oban 

High School. He is now completing his NQT year at Mackie Academy 
in Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire.

CHLOE NICOLE MACAULAY-BIRT
A former pupil of Ardrishaig Primary and Lochgilphead High 

School recently graduated from Edinburgh College with an 
HND in Travel and Tourism. Chloe is the daughter of James Birt 

and Julie Macaulay.

On any reckoning, the centenary of the 
armistice that brought the First World War 
to an end is a moment to stop and re� ect.

It is heartening that this especially 
poignant Remembrance Day will be 
thoughtfully observed by communities 
throughout Argyll, along with many others 
across the country.

One person who thought deeply about the 
catastrophic e� ect of the First World War 
was the Irish poet William Butler Yeats. A 
year a� er the armistice he wrote his famous 
poem, � e Second Coming, including the 
lines:
Turning and turning in the widening gyre

� e falcon cannot hear the falconer;
� ings fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 
� e blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and 
everywhere

� e ceremony of innocence is drowned; 
� e best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity.
Struggling with this loss of moral bearings, 

Yeats took from the Christian tradition the 
idea of the second coming – the time when 
Christ will come again to set things right 
and bring about the reign of God.

In Christian belief, this forms a horizon 
of hope. In the a� ermath of the Great War, 
Yeats lacked such con� dence. He could only 
ask, with foreboding: ‘And what rough beast, 
its hour come round at last, slouches towards 
Bethlehem to be born?’

A� er 100 years, where are we? Is the falcon 
able to hear the falconer? Is the centre able to 
hold? As we re� ect on the sacri� ce made on 
our behalf by those who gave their lives in 
time of war, what will we make of the peace 
and freedom they bequeathed to us?

� e Bible recognises times of turmoil 
when it is hard to � nd our bearings. But 
it points us to a centre that can hold. As 
generations of Scots have sung, in the 
metrical version of Psalm 46:

God is our refuge and our strength.
in straits a present aid;
therefore, although the earth be moved we 

will not be afraid.

Kenneth Ross
Parish Minister, Netherlorn

CAMERON ALLWARD
Graduated with a BSc (Hons) in Architectural Technology from 

the University of the Highlands and Islands in Inverness. Cameron 
is the son of Alasdair and Linzi Allward, Appin and was a former 
pupil of Strath of Appin Primary School and Oban High School. 

With particular thanks to Mr Munro of Oban High School.

Aldi has launched its festive food 
donations scheme and is calling 
on charities and food banks to 
register so that they can receive 
free donations this Christmas.

� e supermarket chain is aiming 
to redistribute all surplus fresh 
food from its 775 UK stores to 
local charities on Christmas Eve.

As part of the scheme, charities 
and good causes will be paired 
with local stores and can collect 
perishable products such as fruit, 
vegetables, fresh meat, � sh and 
bread a� er the store closes at 6pm.

Aldi is hoping this year’s 

scheme will surpass the 450,000 
meals donated to more than 
300 charities across the UK last 
Christmas.

Charities should contact Aldi’s 
corporate responsibility team 
at Christmas@aldi.co.uk before 
Sunday November 18 with the 
following details to apply:

Organisation name, charity 
number, organisation focus (eg, 
soup kitchen, food bank), contact 
details and the postcode of the 
three nearest Aldi stores (using 
the Aldi store � nder - https://
www.aldi.co.uk/store-� nder).

All charities that apply must be 
able to collect, store and distrib-
ute fresh food. Each store can be 
partnered with one charity only, 
and the pairings will be allocated 
on a � rst come, � rst served basis.

Fritz Walleczek, managing di-
rector of corporate responsibility, 
said: ‘We’re starting our festive 
donations scheme even earlier 
this year to give as many charities 
as possible the opportunity to 
apply.

‘We want to give something 
back to the communities that we 
serve at such an important time 

of year. Last year we were able to 
reach thousands of people across 
the UK, and some charities were 
even able to prepare fresh meals 
that fed families well into the 
New Year.’

� is is an extension of Aldi’s 
existing food donations partner-
ships. � e supermarket works 
directly with FareShare and 
Company Shop throughout the 
year and has also pledged to 
reduce operational food waste 
by 50 per cent by 2030 as part of 
the Friends of Champions 12.3 
network.

Funeral service for Canon John Angus Macdonald
A total of 25 priests and three bishops took part in the recent funeral of Canon John Angus Macdonald, a priest who served in many of 
the parishes in Argyll and the Isles. The service was held in St Mary’s Church in Fort William and afterwards to Cille Choirill, Roy Bridge 
Cemetery, at his request. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography.
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Scotland U21s recorded only their 
second win on Irish soil and Skye 
Camanachd U17 li� ed the Marine 
Harvest London Shield following 
the shinty action on Saturday 
November 3 2018.

Shinty/hurling 
international
Ireland U21 (1-10) 13
Scotland U21 (6-7) 25 
Scotland U21 turned in a terri� c 
display to beat Ireland U21 25-13 in 
their shinty/hurling international 
at the impressive GAA National 
Games Development Centre in 
Dublin.

� e Scots went into this 2pm 
throw-in in the knowledge that they 
had only previously recorded one 
win on Irish soil at this level and that 
came in 2014. Boss Alan MacRae 
went for experience but he did give 
Newtonmore’s Iain Robinson and 
Kingussie’s Roddy Young debuts in 
attack. � e other debutants - Oban 
Camanachd’s Daniel Sloss, Oban 
Celtic’s Ross MacMillan, Jonnie 
MacAskill from Glasgow Mid 
Argyll and Findlay MacDonald 
from Lochaber – all started on the 
bench. Caberfeidh’s Blair Morrison 
captained the Scots on what was his 
� � h appearance at this level. 

Iain Robinson cancelled out an 
early Irish point before Roddy 
Young’s debut goal put the Scots 4-1 
ahead. Boss MacRae was exciting 
about his side’s � re-power ahead of 
the game and Young’s goal didn’t 
disappoint. Robert Mabon played 
a long ball over the defence and 
Young beat both full backs for pace 
before taking the ball around keeper 
� omas Dowling and slotting it into 
the net.

� e hosts added another point 
before the Scots introduced Ross 
MacMillan at half back and Innes 
Blackhall and a two-pointer from 
Iain Robinson gave Scotland a hard-
earned 7-2 lead at the end of a fast 
and furious � rst half. 

Scotland surged further ahead 
from the restart and, with just a 
minute gone, substitute Findlay 
MacDonald gathered possession 
in a deep position and he turned 
and ran at the Irish defence before 
blasting the ball into the roof of the 
net from the edge of the box to notch 
his debut goal.

And it was another substitute who 
made the di� erence shortly a� er 
as the ball broke from a tackle to 
Alexander MacMillan at the edge of 
the box and the Fort William man 
struck a shot low and hard into the 
bottom corner of the net to increase 
Scotland’s cushion to 13-2. 

Iain Robinson added a point before 
John Gillies attracted the attention 
of referee Archie Ritchie and he was 
booked.

Ireland pulled a point back but Iain 
Robinson added another two-point-
er so the Scots now led 16-3. 

Ireland got four more points closer 
before Iain Robinson and Roddy 
Young again found the net to make 
it 22-7. For Robinson’s debut goal, he 
managed to turn his man quite far 

out before driving towards goal and 
eventually rounding keeper � omas 
Dowling and slipping the ball into 
the net for what was a great indi-
vidual goal. Young’s second strike 
saw him get on the end of a ball in 
behind the defence and he drilled a 
shot low shot past the keeper.

Ireland fought back again with 
Clare’s Aaron Shanagher scoring 
a goal and they converted another 
three points to pull the score back 
to 22-13.

However Iain Robinson took his 
tally to 12 points when he scored his 
second goal of the a� ernoon near 
the end of the contest. A good run 
from Innes Blackhall ended when 
his shot fell kindly for Robinson and 
he turned the ball home to make the 
� nal score 25-13. 

Scotland captain Blair Morrison 
stepped forward to reclaim the 
Marine Harvest Quaich which the 
Irish won last year in Inverness. 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lochaber W/O
v Beauly
� e Lochaber second team were giv-
en a walk-over as the Beauly second 
team were unable to raise a team for 
their clash at Spean Bridge.

Lochaber were awarded the points 
and they leap-frog the Kilmallie sec-
onds to � nish sixth in the division.

� e 2018 shinty season league 
� xtures are now complete.

Youth shinty
Marine Harvest 
London Shield Final
Fort William U17 1
Skye Camanachd U17 2
Skye Camanachd U17 won the 
Marine Harvest London Shield, 
beating Fort William U17 2-1 in the 
� nal at Blairbeg.

Both sides enjoyed semi-� nal wins 
the previous weekend with the Fort 
defeating Glenurquhart 4-1 and 
Skye beating Kingussie 7-0.

� e Fort were 2-1 winners earlier 
in the season when the sides met 
in the MacTavish Juvenile Cup 

semi-� nals before going on to li�  the 
trophy so this was always going to be 
a close a� air. 

Skye struck � rst as Ruaraidh 
MacLeod hammered home a 
half-volley, 20 yards from goal, with 
the ball going low into the net, giv-
ing keeper Struan Steven no chance. 

Ruaraidh MacLeod got his and 
Skye’s second on 27 minutes and it 
was another great goal. � is time the 
ball was played in to Ross Gordon 
and he slipped a pass to MacLeod in 
space and he turned and sent a shot 
screaming into the roof of the net, 
again from around 20 yards’ range. 

Fort William’s response was swi�  
though and Greig Kelly pulled a goal 
back just a couple of minutes later. 
Kelly lobbed an e� ort at goal from 
distance and the ball dropped into 
the net to make it 2-1. 

Skye’s James Morrison was booked 
by referee Calum Girvan just before 
half time and the islanders deserv-
edly took their single goal cushion 
into the break. 

Skye head coach Kenny MacLeod 
introduced Calum MacKay on for 
James Morrison on 59 minutes.

Whilst it had been an even start 
to the second half, Fort William 
pressed hard for a leveller during the 
last 20 minutes. 

However the Skye defence stayed 
strong with buckshee back Connor 
Gilpin outstanding and full back 
Jamie Gillies commanding.

Fort head coach Ali Clark had 
brought on Victor Smith and he had 
a half-chance but his e� ort went 
over with Jamie Gillies challenging 

well.  Skye then had keeper Murphy 
Henderson to thank for a good 
save to deny Victor Smith with just 
four minutes to go. Henderson also 
cleared the ball wide towards the 
corner � ag before the Fort could 
pro� t from the rebound and Skye 
stayed in front until the end. 

� ere was little between the 
teams and full centres William 
MacKinnon for Skye and Fort 
William’s Lachie Shaw both played 
well, cancelling each other out in the 
middle of the park.  

Ross MacKinnon and Connor 
Gilpin were also terri� c for the 
islanders. 

However Skye’s Ruaraidh 
MacLeod, whose two cracking 
goals made the di� erence, was the 
unanimous choice as man of the 
match and he was the � rst recip-
ient of the Douglas MacKintosh 

Memorial Medal.  With Ronald 
Ross and Graham Cormack from 
the Camanachd Association in at-
tendance along with Youth Director 
Willie MacDonald, the Marine 
Harvest London Shield was present-
ed to Skye captain Jamie Gillies.

 

Bute U14 Win League
Bute U14 clinched the South U14 
title following their 1-1 draw with 
Oban Lorn U14 at the school cam-
pus on Sunday 4 November 2018. 

� is 1.30pm throw up was played 
on a warm winter’s day in front of a 
large and enthusiastic support. 

In what was their � nal league game 
of the season, Bute knew a win or a 
draw would be enough to give them 
the championship but an Oban win 
would have forced an extra-time pe-
riod to decide the title destination. 

A� er a goalless � rst half, Mairi 
Inglis put Oban Lorne ahead and 
it stayed that way until the death 
when Rory McDonald scored the 
equalising goal that won the league.

Euan McMurdo from the 
Camanachd Association was on 
hand to present the winners’ shield. 

Oban Camanachd end 
of season fun day
� e teams have been announced 
for the Oban Camanachd end of 
season fun day which takes place at 
Moss� eld on Saturday November 17. 

� e fun starts at 12.30pm with 
the � rst games at 1pm and there 
are eight teams taking part, split 
into two groups to play in an initial 
round-robin format.

� e adjusted teams are - Group 1: 
Dunbeg from: Garry Lord (captain), 

Scotland and their Irish opponents after the recent under 21 shinty/hurling international held at the GAA 
National Games Development Centre in Dublin.

Skye Camanachd defeated Fort William in the � nal of the London Shield. Photo: Neil Paterson

Skye captain Jamie Gillies received the London Shield from Willie 
Macdonald. Photos: Neil Paterson
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We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, Oban by 
the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid or 
lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal decision rests with 
the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time. 
Winners agree to have their photograph taken for publicity purposes. 
Winners’ names and home towns will appear in the newspaper. Employees 
of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter. We will protect 
your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements 
of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/destroyed within 30 days 
of the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR 
regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£800
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
A MacLennan
Oban
C Geddes
Oban

Bute were winners of the South Under 14 league.

Daniel MacCuish, David MacCuish, 
Niall MacFarlane, Sarah Jane 
Ferguson, Alastair Crowe, David 
MacMillan, Callum MacMillan, 
Kieran Lopez.

Connel from: Daniel Cameron 
(captain), Bob Howe, Connor 
Howe, Lennon Campbell, Andy 
Pearson, Lorne Robertson, Stephen 
Campbell, Daniel Pearson, Finlay 
Robertson, Ewan Campbell.

Pulpit Hill from: Malcolm Clark 
(captain), Callum Kirsop, Scott 
Buchanan, Lewis Buchanan, 
Kenny Wotherspoon, Fraser Inglis, 
Patty Steeman, Euan Logan, Kyle 
MacFarlane.

Taynuilt from: Daniel Sloss 
(captain), Stephen Sloss, Colin 
Dairon, Michael MacQueen, Gregor 
MacDonald, Alan Mackechnie, 
Johnny Will, Mathew Sloss, Louie 
MacFarlane.

Group 2: White City from: 
Andrew MacCuish (captain), Peter 
MacCuish, Jordan Keir, Gareth 
Evans, Chris Eccleston, Ryan 
Barclay, Robbie MacKay, Matt 
Rippon, Scott Dempster.

Soroba from: Scott MacMillan 
(captain), Cameron Sutherland, 
Charlie Spreadbury, Iain 
MacMillan, Sean Sutherland, Des 
MacMillan, Iain Campbell, Innes 
Jackson, Alexander MacDonald

Dunollie from: Gavin Stobbart 
(captain), Daniel MacVicar, Alex 
MacVicar, Joe MacVicar, Craig 
MacDougall, Craig Easton, Gordon 
MacIntyre, Lennon Mackechnie, 
Charlie Campbell Roberts.

Longsdale from: Gary 
McKerracher (captain), Scott 
Robertson, Alan MacGregor, Brian 
MacCallum, Drew Walker, Ross 
Campbell, Johnny Campbell, Blair 
MacFarlane, Fergus Taylor.

Beauly seek � rst team 
manager interest
Beauly are seeking expressions of 
interest for the position of � rst team 
manager. 

It is Beauly club policy to ensure 
all senior coaching appointments 
are available and advertised on a 
two-year cycle, with a review held 
at the end of the � rst season and 
applications always invited at the 
end of the second term.

Scotland U21 Head Coach Alan 
MacRae has managed the Marine 
Harvest National Division side for 
the last two seasons and he has been 
invited to con� rm an interest again 
this time around. 

In a busy week for Beauly, their 

U14 side added the Marine Harvest 
North U14 title to the MacMaster 
Cup won earlier in the season 
following their 13-0 victory over 
Glenurquhart U14. James Morrison, 
Finlay MacLennan and Innes 
Davidson all grabbed hat-tricks, 
Callum MacVicar bagged a double 
whilst Leon MacLellan and Kieran 
Rennie got the others. 

Meantime, the club’s player of the 
year awards were also announced 
and the Donnie Fraser trophy for 
senior player of the year went to 
Angus Renwick, who also collected 
the Lymburn Family trophy for 
players’ player of the year.

Robbie MacDonald won the Ken 
Fraser Shield as second team player 
of the year. 

Duncan Fraser Anderson was 
presented with the emerging player 
of the year award by committee 
member Iain Petrie.

Club committee member Robbie 
Stewart was the recipient of the Jock 
Mackenzie Memorial Shield (un-
sung hero award) for all his e� orts 
with the Braeview Park pitch. 

Ardnamurchan Ladies 
draw with the Irish
Ardnamurchan Ladies (1-2) 5
Naomh Uinnsinn Ladies (1-2) 5
It was honours even following the 
shinty/camogie friendly match 
between Ardnamurchan Ladies 
and their Naomh Uinnsinn coun-
terparts at Strontian on Saturday 
November 3. 

A Jodie Maclennan goal and two 
points from Kirsty Campbell count-
ed for Ardnamurchan in this 1pm 
throw-in but Robyn Fitzpatrick’s 
goal and two points from Dervia 
Parker ensured a share of the spoils. 

Badenoch and 
Strathspey Ladies 
celebrate 10 years
Badenoch and Strathspey Ladies 
have announced plans to celebrate 
their 10-year anniversary.

� e Marine Harvest Valerie Fraser 
Camanachd Cup winners will 
host a shinty sixes competition on 
Saturday November 17 and all WCA 
clubs should have by now received 
details by e-mail. 

Later in the evening, there will be a 
ceilidh in Newtonmore Village Hall 
which is open to all over 18s. Tickets 
are £15 and can be bought from any 
senior players. 
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SWIMMING Happy haircut as
Lewis bags a
superb hat-trick

Celebrations after Lewis Cameron’s third goal.

 Determination written all over the face of Kerr Newbig-
ging as he wins this aerial challenge with Kieran Crichton.

Teenager Keanna MacInnes is one of the most promis-
ing young swimmers this country has seen.

Defying her young age at only 17, she has not only 
competed in the recent Commonwealth Games on 
the Gold Coast but has notched up a string of junior 
successes before breaking though onto the senior scene 
as part of Team Scotland. 

Keanna, from Edinburgh, has strong Oban connec-
tions, with both her mother Carol, formerly MacGilivray, 
and father Donald MacInnes from the town. Donald is 
no stranger to success himself formerly playing with 
Oban Celtic shinty club. 

Well known grandparents Mary and the late Charlie 
MacInnes and Jean and John MacGilivray brought their 
children up in the town. All are justi� ably proud of 
Keanna’s incredible achievements. Oban remains close 
to the heart of the MacInness family and they return to 
see family and friends whenever they can, keeping up 
the strong links they have with the town.

It’s not often that a 16-year-old gets chosen to 
represent Team Scotland. A successful performer on the 
World Junior stage, the transition to senior level is not 
the easiest. 

Keanna now specialises in 100 and 200 meters butter-
� y preferring the demanding and  energy sapping 200m 
distance: She admits it is tiring : ‘But I love it and just like 
to swim hard and win if possible. I prefer indoor sports 
and pushing myself in the pool. A lot of swimmers say 
you don’t sweat like doing an outside sport!’ 

She has also improved her other strokes to become an 
all rounder,  medley swimmer signi� cantly taking the 
East District junior record for individual medley in 2017. 
Keanna’s 200 � y Scottish senior record of 2.07.90 at the 
National Short Course Championships in December 
2017 was also a British junior record. She also holds the 
Scottish junior record in 100m and 200m butter� y and 
is the 2018 British Age Group Champion over 100m and 
200m butter� y. 

And she won a bronze medal at the FINA world junior 
championships in Indianapolis, lowering the Scottish 
junior record for 200m � y by more than two seconds is 
one of her greatest career highlights to date. 

Keanna’s versatility is pointed up by also competing 
in open water events. As part of the Scottish swimming 
team at the 2017 Cyprus International, she won the 
1.25k and 2.5k races.  Her interest in di� erent events and 
disciplines is very much encouraged by her coaching 
team and continues her history of triathlon, gymnastics 
and diving. 

Last year Keanna received a swimming accolade being 
awarded the prestigious Peter Heatly award. This noted 
‘her wins at home and abroad, records aplenty and the 
added challenge of some pretty serious school exams 
to deal with.’ For these achievements she also collected 
the Eian Prentice and WG Todd awards as junior open 
water swimmer and Scottish junior swimmer at the 
Scottish Swimming awards in Aberdeen. Keanna also 
won Scottish Swimming’s junior female athlete award 
in both 2017 and 2018, and was nominated by British 
Swimming in 2017 for their Emerging Athlete Award.

 Hopefully Oban viewers will be taking a grandstand 
seat at the poolside for the Tokyo Olympics to see this 
determined young lady compete and cheer her on.

Keanna is aiming for 
Olympic stardom

A hat-trick from leading 
goalscorer Lewis Cameron, 
sporting a new haircut, 
saw Oban Saints safely 
through to the fourth round 
of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup at a windswept Forfar 
Community Campus last 
Saturday a� ernoon. Despite 
once again not � ring on all 
cylinders Saints had more 
than enough in their ar-
moury to see o�  the challenge 
of their Midlands Amateur 
Football Association Premier 
Division opponents.

Management duo Donald 
Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell had to contend with 
injuries to Ruaridh Horne, 
and Fraser MacFarlane, 
plus Craig MacEwan was a 
late withdrawal due to work 
commitments  but they were 
able to bring Matthew Kelly 
and Shaun MacIver back into 
the squad a� er long lay-o� s. 
Also making the long journey 
to Forfar, although not yet 
� t enough to play a part, 
was long-term injury victim 
Myles MacAulay. 

Coach Jamie Graham 
resumed his place at right-
back alongside Steven 
MacLeod, captain Dene 
Cassells and Scott Maitland. 
Kerr Newbigging and Daniel 
Croarkin continued their 
partnership in the middle 
of the park, while ahead 
of them, Lewis Cameron 
was � anked by James Ford 
and David Beaton. Donald 
Campbell led the line, while 
Graham Douglas retained the 

Lowson United  1
Oban Saints 3

Scottish Cup – 3rd round 

number one jersey. Making 
up a strong substitutes bench 
were Willie Gemmell, Dougal 
Graham, Matthew Kelly and 
Shaun MacIver.

� ankfully the heavy rain 
which had followed Saints for 
most of the long journey from 
the West Coast disappeared 
by the time the travelling 
party had reached Angus. 
However there was still a 
strong wind to contend with 
which would make life di�  -
cult for both sets of players. 

Saints had the bene� t of the 
wind in the � rst half and had 
an early opportunity to test 
Fraser Reid in the Lowson 
goal when the big keeper 
scla� ed a clearance straight 
to Kerr Newbigging on the 
edge of the centre circle. 
Newbigging threaded the ball 
through to Lewis Cameron 
whose snatched low shot was 
easily gathered by the grateful 
Reid.

Fraser Reid produced the 
� rst of a number of good 
saves in the 10th minute to 
deny David Beaton. Scott 
Maitland won a throw-in 
on the le�  which Donald 
Campbell took down and laid 
o�  to Beaton on the six-yard 
line. Reid stood up well to 
block Beaton’s le�  foot e� ort 
and was happy to see Jamie 
Graham blaze the rebound 
over the crossbar from 12 
yards.

A perfectly weighted 14th 
minute pass from Donald 
Campbell sent David Beaton 
racing through the inside 
le�  channel only for Lowson 
captain Cameron Howie to 
halt Beaton’s run with an ex-
cellent sliding interception at 
the expense of a corner kick.

Beaton’s strong run through 
the middle six minutes later 
earned Saints a free-kick in 
a dangerous area when Dean 
Fletcher’s challenge from 
behind sent the wee man 
crashing to the ground. 

Lewis Cameron staked his 
claim to Willie Gemmell’s 
free-kick expert throne with 
a viciously dipping e� ort 
from 22 yards which le�  the 
Lowson keeper clawing at 
thin air and gave Saints a 
deserved lead.

� e strong wind gave the 
Saints defence problems in 
the 23rd minute causing 
Dene Cassells to misjudge a 
header in the centre circle, 
with Dean Fletcher knocking 
the loose ball in behind Jamie 
Graham on the Saints right. 
Graham recovered well to 
track the run of Liam Hely 
and concede a corner kick on 
the le� . Dean Fletcher was 
le�  unmarked on the six yard 
line fortunately, however, his 
header from Scott Fullerton’s 
delivery lacked the power to 
beat Graham Douglas who 
gathered at his near post.

Saints played their way 
out from the back with 
Scott Maitland and Donald 
Campbell combining to win 
a corner kick on the le� . Kerr 
Newbigging was beaten to 

Lewis Cameron’s in-swinger 
by Mark Godfrey who headed 
the ball back in the direction 
it had come from. Cameron 
took the ball down inside the 
box and � red in a right foot 
shot from 14 yards which 
Fraser Reid saved well at his 
near post.

Lewis Cameron had anoth-
er opportunity to put his new 
found dead-ball prowess to 
good use in the 31st minute, 
however his e� ort from 22 
yards and le�  of centre failed 
to � nd it’s intended desti-
nation of the postage stamp 
corner and sailed high and 
wide of target.

Scott Maitland continued to 
push forward on the le�  and 
won a corner kick in the 34th 
minute. Lewis Cameron’s 
delivery once again caused 
problems and James Ford 
was sent sprawling as he 
attempted to get the bounc-
ing ball under control. � ere 
was a loud Saints appeal 
for a penalty kick, however 
referee Derek Folganan from 
Aberdeen, who handled pro-
ceedings well, was unmoved 
and signalled play-on. Saints 
co-manager Willie Gemmell 
had too much to say on the 
matter and was spoken to 
by Mr Folganan who made 
it perfectly clear he wasn’t 

OT
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John McPhee started fourth on the grid at the 
Malaysian Grand Prix in Sepang last weekend, but 
unfortunatley he was taken out by another rider 
and failed to � nish. John’s next race is in Valencia on 
November 18.

Lewis Cameron, No 10, knocks home Scott Maitland’s cut back to put Saints 2-1 in front. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Lowson goalkeeper Fraser Reid saves from Lewis Cameron.

Cameron Howie makes a a good block on David Beaton’s 
attempted cross.

Kyokushinkai Karate
Club Instructor Iain Rodger organised a tournament for 
all the local clubs on Saturday November 3 at the Mid 
Argyll Sports Centre in Lochgilphead. This is primarily 
a junior event with “kumite” (� ghting) and “kata” (set 
patterns) for children and “kata” for adults.

The club is now concentrating on syllabus work for the 
next grading test in December. The next intake for new 
starters will be after that test.

For further information on the club please contact Iain 
Rodger (6th dan) for a friendly chat on: 07584 166542 
or iain@ikku.co.uk, alternatively send a message to 
“Caledonia Kyokushin” on Facebook.

Kickboxing
The club had nine members entered in the junior 
competition in Lochgilphead at the weekend, a full 
report will be in the next article.

The Oban club sessions are Wednesdays at 4.30pm for 
juniors and 6pm for seniors at the Old Crofters up above 
Stoddard’s motorbike shop. Phone Wullie on 07480 
273190, or email shihanwill@gmail.com you can also � nd 
them on Facebook as Senshi Do Kickboxing.

Shukokai Karate
The club had three members taking part in the junior 
tournament in Lochgilphead on Saturday November 3. A 
full report will be in the next article.

Anyone looking for more details on these clubs should 
contact Kenny Gray (5th dan) on: kenni.gray@btinternet.
com or 07884 183905.

BJJ & MMA
The class venue is 17 Lochavullin Road, Oban PA34 4PL 
all classes start at 7.30pm except Friday which is 6.30pm.

Monday – BJJ;  Tuesday – MMA; Wednesday – BJJ NOGI; 
Thursday – MMA; Friday – BJJ
If you would like to try out BJJ or MMA, Oban BJJ can 

be found on Facebook or you can email using coogie-
pots@gmail.com

Wado Kai Karate
The Park Primary School class is always looking for new 
members, if you have a child aged seven to 10 and want 
to know more about this class please contact Mike on 
07709 229284 or email; m.faulkner6@btinternet.com

Kaishin Wado Kai at Dunbeg School is on a Tuesday 
from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  All ages are welcome at the 
club training sessions. Mike Faulkner said: ‘We are a small 
and friendly club with 4 Black Belt trainers available 
to help students at any time.’ For more details contact 
Sensei Chris Bruce (7th Dan) at crb999@btinternet.com

Knights Of The Tower – Medieval Combat Oban
Knights of the Tower are still looking to boost their 
members, male and females are welcome to turn up and 
try out the sport of medieval combat.

The club trains on Tuesday nights from 7pm until 
9.30pm above Stoddart’s of Oban, in the old Crofters. 
Come down to have a look at what we do and have a 
chat with some of the members maybe even try it out.

prepared to tolerate his con-
tinued protests. 

Kerr Newbigging, who 
turned in another impressive 
mid� eld performance, won 
the ball well in the centre 
circle and sent Jamie Graham 
o�  on a run up the right 
wing. Graham’s deep cross 
on the run looked set to pick 
out Donald Campbell until 
Fraser Reid came o�  his line 
well to make a clean catch.

Reid was in action again in 
the 42nd minute dropping 
smartly to his le�  to gather a 
low shot from Lewis Cameron 
a� er a neat turn on the 18 
yard line.

Mr Folganan issued his 
� rst caution of the a� ernoon 
on the stroke of half-time 
� ashing his yellow card in the 
direction of Lowson’s Rory 
Crighton for dissent.

Saints kicked o�  the second 
half playing into the wind and 
made a good start keeping 
the home side pinned back 
in their own half. Cameron 
Howie made another excel-
lent interception to thwart 
David Beaton racing through 
on the end of a Donald 
Campbell pass as the Lowson 
captain continued to inspire 
those around him.

� e hosts equalised from 
deep inside their own half 
from a position of seemingly 
no danger. Le�  full back Mark 
Godfrey launched a wind 
assisted throw-in one yard 
from the touchline almost to 
the halfway line. Liam Hely 
hooked a diagonal ball over 
the head of Scott Maitland, 
who slipped, allowing Rory 
Crighton to race in behind 
and � re an unstoppable shot 
across Graham Douglas and 
into the corner of the net.

With the wind at their backs 
this should have been the cue 
for the home side to seize the 
initiative, however, it was 
Saints who showed the great-
er resolve and kicked on to 
record their 10th successive 
victory of what has been a 
satisfying start to the season.

Despite enjoying the lion’s 
share of second half posses-
sion Saints initially failed 
to threaten the Lowson goal 

with James Ford and Daniel 
Croarkin passing up the 
best of the opportunities. 
Croarkin made way for 
Matthew Kelly in the 62nd 
minute who was making his 
� rst appearance since picking 
up an injury in the league win 
at Cowan Park, Barrhead ten 
weeks previously.  

Lowson also made changes 
withdrawing wide men Liam 
Hely and Rory Crighton 
replacing them with Straun 
Doherty and Mark McIntosh.

A rash 66th minute chal-
lenge by Jamie Graham on 
Doherty earned the Saints 
fullback the games second 
yellow card with Graham 
Douglas commanding his 
area well to claim the result-
ing in-swinging free-kick 
from Scott Fullerton.  

Saints regained the lead in 
the 71st minute with Scott 
Maitland providing the assist 
to make up for his earlier 
indiscretion for the Lowson 
equaliser. A� er making an 
excellent driving run up the 
le� , Maitland hit the touch-
line and cutback perfectly for 
Lewis Cameron arriving at 
the near post to knock home 
from four yards.

Straight from the restart 
Saints stormed forward on 
the le�  once again and Donald 
Campbell was unfortunate to 
see a delicate chip from the 
corner of the 18-yard box clip 
the outside of Fraser Reid’s 
le�  hand post and bounce 
behind for a goal kick.

Saints had their tails up 
now and put some daylight 
between themselves and their 
hosts in the 75th minute. 

James Ford and Matthew 
Kelly combined well to tee-
up Lewis Cameron for a shot 
from the le�  of the Lowson 
penalty area which � ew 
across Fraser Reid and into 
the bottom corner to seal a 
� rst hat-trick of the season 
for Saints leading goalscorer.

Another of Saints long 
term injury victims, Shaun 
Maciver, made his � rst 
appearance of the season 
coming on as a 78th minute 
replacement for David 
Beaton.

� e hosts made two further 
changes giving run outs to 
Ross Sievwright and Mark 
McDonald, and rallied 
brie� y forcing a succession 
of corners which the Saints 
back line, with Steven 
MacLeod and captain Dene 
Cassells at its heart, dealt 
with comfortably.

As the clock ticked down 
Fraser Reid made a � ngertip 
save diving to his le�  to deny 
Lewis Cameron a fourth 

goal a� er good build up play 
involving Donald Campbell, 
Matthew Kelly and Shaun 
MacIver.

Saints kept pressing forward 
and it was Reid to the rescue 
again in the 88th minute, 
acrobatically tipping a � erce 
Kerr Newbigging strike from 
a Matthew Kelly lay-o�  over 
his crossbar.

Mr Folganan allowed a 
generous amount of stoppage 
time before bringing proceed-
ings to a close con� rming a 
deserved Saints win over a 
good Lowson United side.

� e victory sees Saints 
through to the fourth round 
the draw for which will 
take place this Wednesday 
morning.

Saints have no � xture this 
weekend and will resume 
on November 17 with a 
West of Scotland Cup third 
round visit to Kilsyth of the 
Caledonian League.

OT
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OBAN SAINTS YOUTH FOOTBALL

Results and �xtures
Last Sunday’s results – Scottish Cup – Under 13s 3, 
Central 0. Scoring for Saints were Calum MacMillan, 
Aidan MacDonald and Zander Craik; League –  Under 
14s 7, Thistle Weir 2. Saints goalscorers were Kyle Cooper 
(4), Ruairidh Buchanan, Ross MacKay and Matthew 
Pollock.  Under 15s, no game; Scottish Cup – St Cadocs 
2, Under 16s 4. On target for Saints were Connor Moore 
(2), Szymon Chmielecki and Ross Campbell.  
 Next Sunday’s �xtures – Under 13s v Clyde; Rutherglen 
Glencairn v Under 14s; Petershill v Under 15s; Cam-
buslang v Under 16s.

Continued from page 64
Johnston and David Law, also 
secured their European Tour 
card.

�e �nal event of the 

Dream comes true 
for Oban golfer

Challenge Tour, held at the 
superb Al Hamra Golf Club 
in the United Arab Emirates, 
saw the Glencruitten golfer in 
13th place in the rankings so 

Robert needed to stay in the 
top 15 to secure his European 
Tour card.

In the �rst round, he carded 
a one under par 71 with four 

birdies and three bogeys. 
He then proceeded to card 
a superb six under par 66 in 
round two with seven birdies 
and only one bogey. �e 

West Division Two
Oban Lorne P
Bishopton P
�e remains of hurricane 
Oscar had a huge impact on 
Oban Lorne’s busy weekend 
of rugby with the club being 
forced to call o� all senior, 
youth and mini �xtures this 
weekend due to waterlogged 
pitches at Glencruitten and 
North Connel.

An 8am pitch inspection 
on Saturday morning 
deemed both surfaces un-
playable, meaning the battle 
of third versus fourth place 
in Tennent’s West Division 2 
would have to be postponed.

�is was a blow for Oban 
Lorne and head coach 
Andrew Johnston, who had 
a full squad of 22 players 
available who were looking 
to build on last weekend’s 
thumping 71-7 home win 
over Clydebank.

Bonus point wins for 
both of Oban Lorne’s 
rivals, Lenzie winning 
22-3 at Helensburgh and 
Uddingston 55-19 winners at 
home to struggling Millbrae, 
meant that the men in green 
now sit adri� of the two 

Rugby falls foul of the weather
central belt clubs by nine and 
13 points.

�is season Oban Lorne 
have impressed with a young 
and dynamic squad who have 
been working hard at training 
to produce some fast, expan-
sive and entertaining rugby.

New players entering the 
team such as second row Eric 
Roberts and Number 8 Owen 
MacDonald have boosted the 
side since last year’s relega-
tion while a number of U18 
players have stepped up to the 
senior rugby environment. 

Lorne Sinclair, James 
Divers, David Cameron and 
Andrew Ritchie have all im-
pressed in the side so far this 
season with a conveyor belt 
of other talented youngsters 
following in their footsteps.

�is Saturday Oban Lorne 
face their longest away 
journey of the season as they 
travel to Stranraer to take on 
mid-table Wigtownshire. 

�is will be a tough �xture 
for the Green Machine with 
Wigtownshire being very 
tough opponents, particu-
larly playing at home. With 
a sqaud of 18 players already 
con�rmed for the trip the 

Oban team will be con�dent 
of returning north with 
another good win. Kick o� 
on Saturday is at 12.30pm due 
to the Scotland v Fiji inter-
national match that starts at 
2.30pm.

Oban Lorne’s next home 
game takes place on Saturday 
December 1 with an Argyll 
derby against Helensburgh 
RFC. Kick o� 2pm.

National League Two
Garioch Ladies P
Oban Lorne Ladies P
A frustrated Oban Lorne 
Ladies squad were forced to 
concede Sunday’s trip away to 
Inverurie to take on National 
Division 1 rivals with a lack 
of available players for the 
�xture. 

Despite Sunday’s disap-
pointment, the ladies have 
been performing exception-
ally well this season and now 
�nd themselves competing in 
National League A a�er the 
Division 1 league split.

Upcoming �xtures at home 
to Garioch and Ayr will con-
clude the ladies’ season a�er a 
good 28-17 win at Kirkcaldy.

  �is Sunday the ladies are 

in action with a home �xture 
against Garioch. Kick o� 2pm 
at Glencruitten.

West T4 U16 & U18 
Oban Lorne P
P Stewartry P
Along with the 1st XV, 
Saturday’s U16 and U18 
league �xtures with Stewartry 
RFC from Castle Douglas 
were also called o� due to un-
playable pitches. Both Oban 
squads boasted some great 
playing numbers boosted 
with boys from Lochaber and 
Isle of Mull RFC.

Saturday’s �xtures will be 
rearranged for later in the sea-
son. �is weekend the U18s 
travel to take on Bishopton/ 
Cambuslang while the U16s 
are not back in action until 
Sunday November 18 away to 
Ardrossan.

Mini and U14 Rugby
With advice from Argyll 
and Bute Council ground-
sta�, Sunday’s mini rugby 
Dalriada Festival and U14 
�xtures were also o� due to 
the pitch conditions. Both 
events will be rescheduled for 
a later date.

 Sunday saw a great turnout on one of the most 
beautiful Sundays of the year for the Dalmally Golf 
Club end of season fun game and prize-giving. The fun 
game – a reverse waltz tri-am – was won by the team 
of Lily McKay, Ann Hay and James MacMillan with an 
impressive score of 62.

After the game, members enjoyed lunch and the 
annual prize-giving. Prize-winners for the year were:

Gents: McLure Cup/Summer Eclectic – Billy Ross; 
Strathorchy Trophy – Graham Melvin;  McIntyre 
Greensomes – Tony Graham and Scott Gibson;  Senior 
Championship – Terry Macnair;  Scotch Greensomes 
(Lochawe Foursomes) – James MacMillan and Keith 
Johnston; Leisure Sport Trophy – James MacMillan; 
Cowan Cup – Terry Macnair;  Doubles Strokeplay  – Billy 
McKay and Ewan Groat;  Two Clubs and a Putter – 
Graeme MacKechnie;  Spring Stableford League – Jim 
Livingstone;  Autumn Stableford League – Jim Living-
stone;  Most improved player (from last year) – Tommy 
Gibson;  Gold Medal – Jim Livingstone;  Silver Medal 
– Stephen Ross;  Club Championship (handicap) – Terry 
Macnair;  Club Championship (scratch) – Graeme 
MacKechnie.

Prize-giving at Dalmally

Ladies: Simmers Quaich – Janet Buchanan; Easter 
Competition – June Sutherland; Thistle Brooch – Alison 
Livingstone; Eclectic (Red Cross) – Lily McKay; Four 
Seasons Salver – Lily McKay;  Duriehill Rosebowl – 
Alison Livingstone; Braigh Quaich – June Boden; Flag 
Competition – Ann Munro; Raglan Decanter – Lily 
McKay; Lyndsay Trophy – Colleen & Lily; Two Clubs and 
Putter – Ann Munro; Club Championship – Scratch –  
Janet Buchanan; Club Championship – Handicap – June 
Sutherland; Tyndrum Trophy – Ann Munro & Alison;  
Silver Medal – Lily McKay;  Bronze Medal – Colleen 
Brown; Kilchurn Trophy – Janet Buchanan;  Best 29-36+  
Handicap – June Boden; Birdie Tree – Lily McKay;  
 Quaich – 9 hole – June Boden; Ann Foyle Claret Jug – 
Lily McKay

Junior prize-winners: Flag Day Winner: Owen Moran, 
Most Improved Girl: Abigail Frew, Most Improved Boy 
(6-8yrs): Andrew MacMillan, Most Improved Boy (9-12 
yrs ): Lewis MacMillan, Special Prize for Enthusiasm: 
Harry Frew 

Club captain Maud Marshall thanked everyone for 
a great turnout and a very successful year for the 
club. She said: ‘With record numbers of players in 
competitions including the club’s opens, we have seen 
our junior section begin to thrive. With an enthusiastic 
group of adult beginners, impressive numbers of 
visitors and the course in great condition, it will be a real 
challenge to improve on this next year.’ 

Prize-winners from Dalmally Golf Club.

To secure a place on the European Tour in his �rst year as a professional golfer is a tremendous achievement for 22-year-
old Robert MacIntyre. 
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 8, 
2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 05.46 4.1 12.06 0.7 
 17.55 4.2  **.** *.*
Fri 00.29 0.9 06.19 4.1 
 12.45 0.8 18.27 4.1
Sat 01.04 1.0 06.52 4.1 
 13.22 1.0 19.00 3.9
Sun 01.40 1.1 07.25 4.0 
 13.59 1.3 19.33 3.7
Mon 02.18 1.3 08.01 3.8 
 14.38 1.5 20.07 3.5
Tues 02.59 1.5 08.40 3.6 
 15.23 1.8 20.45 3.3
Wed 03.47 1.8 09.28 3.4 
 16.16 2.0 21.30 3.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and 
a moderate breeze 
Temperatures 
8°C to 11ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and a 
fresh breeze
Temperatures 
8°C to 11ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain showers and a 
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a 
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
7ºC to 10ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

17

11

The 15 players who secured their European Tour card places for 2019 celebrate after the Road to Ras Al Khaimah event 
in the United Arab Emirates. Photos: Euopean Challenge Tour  

Team Scotland heading for the European Tour. Grant Forrest, Liam Johnston, Robert 
MacIntyre and David Law. 

le� -hander then had a level 
par 72 in round three which 
featured four birdies and four 
bogeys. 

In the � nal round, he birdied 
four holes and bogeyed only 
one for a three under par 69 
and a four round total of 278 
– 10 under par – to � nish in 
joint sixth place which meant 
he jumped to 12th place in the 
rankings and secured a place 
on the European Tour for 
next season.

� e 22-year-old played 25 
Challenge Tour events being 
pipped in play-o� s at both the 
Finnish and Foshan Opens.  

Robert said: ‘I couldn’t have 
asked for a better � rst season 
as a professional. Graduating 
from the Challenge Tour 
means so much to my team.

‘� e hard work from every-
one in the team is the only 
way these things can happen. 
� ey believed in me when I 
started to doubt myself. 

‘I have tried my best to 
get back to everyone who 
has messaged me with con-
gratulations. I can’t thank 
everyone enough for there 
help and support. Big thanks 
go to Glencruitten Golf Club 
for their help over the years, 
also to my caddie Greg Milne 
and coach David Burns.

‘Last, but not least, my 
family. It’s a dream come 
true and a huge team effort 
since the start of this journey. 
Let’s make 2019 season even 
better’.

The congratulations from 
everyone in Oban goes to 
Robert for a tremendous 
achievement.

10



SPORT

Published by Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB. Tel: 01631 568000 and printed by DC Thomson, 80 Kingsway East, Dundee. Registered at the Post o�  ce as a newspaper.

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 63

INSIDE THIS 
WEEK:
Prize-giving
at Dalmally

Magnifi cent MacIntyre earns 
his European Tour card

� e Road to Ras Al Khaimah season-long 
rankings contest is a � ercely-fought jour-
ney across three continents for a place in 
the top 15, and European Tour graduation.

Coming through the ranks of the 
Challenge Tour in recent years have been 
some of golf ’s most exciting young talents, 
including European Tour winners Jordan 
Smith and Dylan Frittelli, while world 
stars such as Justin Rose, Martin Kaymer, 
Henrik Stenson, Brooks Koepka and 

Tommy Fleetwood all spent their form-
ative years on Europe’s top development 
tour.

We can now add to that list Oban’s Robert 
MacIntyre, who earned his European Card 
a� er � nishing 12th in the order of merit.
 � ree other Scots, Grant Forrest, Liam 

GOLF

Continued on page 62

Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre secured a place on the European Tour. 
Photo: European Challenge Tour.

AT LAST. The hearing aid
that thousands have wanted
is now available.

Alta2 Pro is a totally invis-
ible hearing aid when worn. It
offers pensioners the opp-
ortunity to defy hearing loss
by compensating for your
individual hearing loss, in
all situations, day and night.

Nobody can see it because

it fits snugly and comfortably
in your ear canal and uses
the ear’s natural acoustics
for natural sound quality.

Everything works auto-
matically. There are no
controls to worry about 
so there’s no need to 
keep fiddling about and
adjusting settings.

You can start enjoying life

again as you concentrate on
hearing, rather than thinking
about your hearing aid.

Alta2 Pro continuously
analyses incoming sounds
and adapts to each individual
situation so you always get
the best hearing possible.
Even in background noise.

When speech and
conversation sounds are

detected the sound is
automatically increased at
different frequencies so you
hear and understand it
clearly, not just loudly.

You get all the benefits
you want in a digital
hearing aid without the
obvious sign that you are
using one as it’s completely
invisible in most ears.

For your free Alta2 Pro
information pack simply
complete the coupon or call
the freephone number.

Please post me free & without obligation full details of the
Alta2 Pro hearing aid.   � Tick if pensioner.

Mr/Mrs/Miss                First Name                                              

Surname                                                                                                

Address                                                                                                

                                                                                                

                                 Postcode                                                                                          

Tel No                                                                                         
Phone or send coupon today (NO STAMP REQUIRED) to:
Freepost RTKE-UJBU-EYSU, Hidden Hearing Ltd, 
Medway Street, Maidstone ME14 1HL GBSA5059

Pensioners go berserk for new hearing aid

FREEPHONE
0800 

740 8680

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

We never sell your personal data and only share data as set out in our privacy policy. Hidden Hearing cares about your privacy. For more information please see our privacy policy at www.hhppuk.co.uk

Please quote ref: GBSA5059
www.invisiblehearingaidsuk.co.uk
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A dispute over the deployment 
of search and rescue helicop-
ters on Scottish mountains 
is now ‘going in the right 
direction’, according to the 
leader of Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team (LMRT), a� er 
four mountain rescue teams 
publicly slammed the current 
contract last week.

� e independent moun-
tain rescue teams (IMRT) 
of Lochaber, Glencoe, 
Cairngorm and Tayside 
released a damning statement 
last Friday which claimed the 
current contract for search 
and rescue helicopters is not 
� t for purpose and is  putting 
the lives of casualties and 
volunteers at risk.

� e IMRT criticised the 
involvement of rescue heli-  
copter operators, such as the 
Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency (MCA) and the 
Aeronautical Rescue Coordin -
ation Centre (ARCC), and 
claimed  that there is an un-
willingness from these agen-
cies to assist with the recovery 
of bodies and movement of 

volunteers o�  the moun-
tain.  As a result, volunteers 
are o� en made to undertake 
long, technical and di�  cult 
recoveries from mountains 
completely unassisted –  a 
situation which was described 
as ‘wholly unacceptable’.

� e statement read: ‘As the 
teams prepare to undertake 
di�  cult and potentially dan-
gerous rescues in such winter 
conditions, the teams have 
decided they can no longer 
accept an apparent casual 
disregard for the safety of the 
volunteers shown by the agen-
cies coordinating search and 
rescue helicopter operations.’

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times this week, LMRT 
team leader John Stevenson 
hailed the public’s ‘fantastic 
response’ to the rallying call 
and feels that progress has 
already been made.

‘I think we have had some 
positive moves forward and 
people are starting to talk, and 
that’s what we were looking 
for. We want to get the con-
tract reviewed as it’s certainly 
not � t for purpose. 

Support for mountain rescue 
team after contract criticism 

Fireworks extravaganza lights up Glenfi nnan

Spectators from across Lochaber � ocked to Glen� nnan Games Field on Monday night for what proved to be a 
spectacular � reworks and bon� re party to mark November 5. The pyrotechnics lasted for more than an hour and 
illuminated the dark night skies above Loch Shiel and the famous monument which marks the rising of 1745. Turn 
to page two for another great photograph. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page three
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Man told he is ‘running out of options’

Probe into NHS Highland 
bulling claims welcomed

A sheri�  told a Fort William 
man that she was running out 
of options for dealing with 
him other than sending him to 
jail, due to what she called his 
‘signi� cant record’.

David O’Hara, of the town’s 
Alma Road, appeared before 
Sheri�  Eilidh MacDonald at 
the court on Tuesday.

O’Hara, 25, had pleaded 
guilty previously to two 
o� ences which took place on 
October 2 this year in a pub in 
Fort William High Street.

O’Hara admitted stealing a 

jacket and its contents, includ-
ing a wallet, as well as resisting, 
obstructing and hindering two 
police o�  cers in the execution 
of their duty.

His plea of not guilty to 
behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner likely to cause 
a reasonable person fear and 
alarm had been accepted by 
the Crown.

Defence agent Hamish 
Melrose told Sheri�  Mac-
Donald: ‘He has to be punished 
here, but one option that has 
not been tried is a restriction 

of liberty order, so perhaps 
sentence could be deferred for 
a report on the suitability of a 
restriction order?’

Commenting on a back-
ground report before her, 
Sheri�  MacDonald told 
O’Hara: ‘� is report gives me 
no options other than sending 
you to jail. You have a signi� -
cant record and are running 
out of options.’

She deferred sentence until 
December 4 for a report on the 
suitability of a restriction of 
liberty order.

� e head of NHS Highland has 
welcomed a request from the 
Scottish Government’s health 
secretary for an external 
investigation into allegations 
of bullying at the health board, 
writes Neill Bo Finlayson.

Senior doctors and pol-
iticians from across the 
Highlands have been calling 
for a full independent inves-
tigation into NHS Highland 
a� er more than 100 health-
care workers came forward 
claiming there was a ‘severe 
bullying culture’ at the health 
board – with ‘one serious 
case’ reported at the Belford 
Hospital in Fort William.

� is week, Health Secretary 
Jeane Freeman MSP requested 
an independent external 
investigation be established to 
examine these allegations and 
seek resolutions.

� e request has been 
widely welcomed by sta�  and 
politicians, as well as NHS 
chairman David Alston, who 
previously stated the health 
board has ‘nothing to hide’.

He said: ‘I am very pleased 
that the cabinet secretary has 

publicly accepted our request 
for external support into 
allegations of a systematic 
culture of bullying across NHS 
Highland. � e terms of refer-
ence will need to be drawn up 
by the Scottish Government 
in conjunction with repre-
sentatives of all concerned, 
including NHS Highland.’

On Monday,  the chief 
executive of NHS Scotland, 
Paul Gray, and other senior 
o�  cials, met representatives 
of the clinicians to discuss 
their concerns, which will be 
‘helpful’ in shaping the form 
and scope of the investigation.

A Scottish Government 
spokesperson said: ‘We wel-
come that NHS Highland has 
recognised the importance of 
fully addressing this issue, and 
the need for an independent 
process to fully investigate the 
matter.

‘� e welfare of NHS sta�  is 
paramount and any claims 
of bullying in the workplace 
must be treated with the 
utmost seriousness. Following 
discussions in September, 
the Scottish Government has 

already agreed to provide 
external support to NHS 
Highland.’

� e allegations were � rst 
made by a group of whistle-
blowing senior clinicians who 
spoke out about what they 
claimed to be a culture of ‘fear 
and intimidation’ at a senior 
level.

Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes 
said she was pleased that Mrs 
Freeman requested a probe 
into the claims. She said: ‘� e 
welfare of NHS sta�  is vitally 
important and everybody 
must have con� dence that 
claims of bullying will be 
thoroughly investigated.’

Similarly, MP Ian Blackford 
said he hoped the investiga-
tion will get to the bottom of 
the allegations.

‘� e ability of NHS Highland 
sta�  to work in a safe environ-
ment, free from intimidation, 
is absolutely paramount,’ he 
said. ‘I fully support this an-
nouncement. � e process now 
must earn the trust of those 
a� ected and fully investigate 
the accusations that have been 
made.’

 � e Leanachan Challenge 
cross country competition for 
secondary schools takes place 
today (� ursday November 8) 
at Lochaber Rural Education 
Centre. 

Pupils from Kinlochleven, 
Lochaber High, Mallaig, 
Ardnamurchan, Kilchuimen, 
Glenurquhart and Portree 
will be competing, as well as 
teams from Tobermory who 
will be taking part for the � rst 
time. � e event is organised 
by the Active Schools co-or-
dinator in conjunction with 
Lochaber Rural Education 
Trust. � e event starts at 
11am, with the prize-giving 
and lunch at about 12.15pm.

 SNP Lochaber and North 
Lorn is holding a co� ee 
morning for members and 
guests with Kate Forbes MSP 
on Saturday November 10, 
at Fort William Shinty Club 
from 10am until noon. � is 
is a free event. Donations of 
baking would be welcome. 
Anyone able to conribute 
should email liahunter1@
hotmail.co.uk.
 Fort William Town Team 
will hold its next meeting on 
Monday November 12 at 7pm 
in the West End Hotel.
 � e AGM of the Nevis 
Landscape Partnership will 
be held at Voluntary Action 
Lochaber, An Drochaid, 

Fort William, on Tuesday 
November 13 at 5.30pm.
 Fort William Photographic 
Society’s next meeting is on 
Tuesday November 13 at 7pm 
in the Salvation Army hall.   
Claire McLeod will be talking 
about using a drone and the 
making of her � lm, Bhaltos 
Isle of Lewis.  Non-members 
welcome.
 Lochaber Music for All pre-
sents the Kapten Piano Trio 
on � ursday November 15 at 
St Columba’s Primary School 
at 7.30pm. Tickets available at 
the door.
 � e Kilmallie Christmas 
lights switch-on takes place 
on November 16 at 7pm 

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

A large crowd made its way 
to Glen� nnan Games Field 
on the shores of Loch Shiel 
on Monday night for what 
turned out to be an impres-
sive November 5 � reworks 

display and bon� re party. 
� e National Trust for 
Scotland  Centre at  Glen-
� nnan Monument remained 
open until 8pm for refresh-
ments, with the event free 

admission to all. � e bon� re 
was built by local residents 
and community council 
members on Sunday and 
Monday’s event drew spec-
tators from across Lochaber 

Glenfi nnan night sky set aglow
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Upper Achintore housing goes public

Corpach sawmill worker �ned 
£600 and banned from road

Plans to build up to 400 houses 
in Fort William will be pre-
sented to the public next week.

Lochaber residents are being 
o�ered the chance to get a �rst 
look at a major new housing 
development on a site accessed 
via  Connochie Road, above 
the centre of Fort William.

Link Group intends to 
submit a planning application 
to Highland Council for 
permission to build the new 
residential development, 
including landscaping, access 
and associated site develop-

ment works. �e �rst of two 
public exhibitions will be held 
at Lundavra Primary School, 
Fort William, from 4pm-8pm 
on Monday November 12, 
where representatives will be 
available to discuss the pro-
posal and answer questions. 
A second public event will be 
held in early 2019 and will be 
advertised separately.

If a planning application is 
subsequently submitted to 
Highland Council, normal 
neighbour noti�cation and 
publicity will be undertaken.

Further information may 
be obtained from Peter Brett 
Associates (PBA), 160 West 
George Street, Glasgow, G2 
2HG. Call 0141 352 2360 or 
email glasgow@peterbrett.
com. Comments can be le� at 
the event or be made by email/
postal return (contact details 
above) by Friday December 
21.   Comments submitted at 
this stage are not representa-
tions to the council but will 
be considered by PBA in the 
preparation of the planning 
application.

Support for rescue teams 
in row over contracts
Continued from page one
‘I think it’s going in the right 
direction and we’re getting 
some dialogue. We have had 
some issues with helicopters 
moving people and picking 
up, and that didn’t happen be-
fore in the previous contract.’

In response to the IMRT’s 
criticisms, the MCA said 
that although the recovery of 
bodies con�rmed as deceased 
is not strictly speaking a 
search and rescue mission, it 
may support the recovery of 
those who have died whenever 
possible if the risk was not 
considered to be too great. 

A spokesperson said: ‘We 
value and appreciate the work 
of all volunteers in search and 
rescue. We know what they do 
matters. We also care greatly 
for our helicopter crews, who 
o�en put themselves at great 
risk to rescue others.’

However, Mr Stevenson feels 
that too o�en mountain res-
cue volunteers ‘keep getting 
lumped’ with the bulk of the 
work in rescue operations. 
‘We have had a fantastic res-
ponse because people see it’s 
the volunteers who are getting 

lumped with it,’ he continued. 
‘�e government should be 
doing more. It’s a free service 
run by volunteers and they 
get a great service for next to 
nothing.’

In another statement pub-
lished on Sunday evening, 
the IMRT said the four teams 
have been ‘overwhelmed and 
humbled’ by the public sup-
port  and attempts are being 
made to resolve the issues.

In the wake of the dispute, 
Highlands and Islands Labour 
MSP Rhoda Grant lodged a 
First Minister’s question today 
(�ursday November 8) ask-
ing the Scottish Government 
what support it plans to give 
to the teams.

She said: ‘I was totally 
shocked by claims that 
agencies such as the search 
and rescue helicopter were re-
fusing to assist teams with the 
recovery of bodies of people 
killed on the mountains and 
also that there have been 
instances where volunteers 
have put themselves at risk 
managing a body down a 
narrow gully while an aircra� 
was instructed to standby.’

Corpach sawmill worker 
Jamie Alexander MacEachen 
was in court this week facing 
a charge involving speeding at 
98mph.

MacEachen, 20, of Fassifern 
Cottages, Kinlocheil, near 
Fort William, appeared at 
Fort William Sheri� Court on 
Tuesday and pleaded guilty 
to the amended charge of 
careless driving.

Procurator �scal depute 
Fiona Murray told the court 
the o�ence had taken place on 
July 19 this year on  stretch of 
the A830 road at Kinlocheil 
and elsewhere.

‘Two police constables were 
carrying out a speed check in 
an unmarked police vehicle 
when they saw the accused 
driving apparently in excess 
of the speed limit which at 
this locus is 60mph,’ said Ms 
Murray.

She went on to say that on 
checking MacEachen’s speed, 
the sawmill employee was 
clocked at 98mph.

‘�e o�cers activated blue 
lights and sirens and made 
towards the vehicle. �ey fol-

lowed it and saw it pull o� the 
road onto a forestry trail and 
stop. �e driver was shown the 
recorded speed of 98mph by 
the o�cers and stated that he 
understood,’ said Ms Murray.

Defence agent Stephen 
Kennedy told Sheri� Eilidh 
MacDonald that his client, 
who had only been driving 
for a little over two years, was 
a single man who lived with 
his parents and worked in 
Corpach.

Mr Kennedy said at the time 

of the o�ence, driving condi-
tions were good, it was on a 
long stretch of straight road 
and there were no other vehi-
cles nearby, or any pavements 
or pedestrians.

‘Mr MacEachen has 
worked at the local sawmill 
in Corpach for the past four 
years and if he is disquali�ed 
from driving for only a short 
period, his parents might be 
willing to provide transport, 
although that would be very 
inconvenient for them, but 
might be possible to let him 
keep his job.

‘He also plays for the 
Kilmallie shinty team, so 
other di�culties are likely to 
be created there. He appre-
ciates he is on the brink of 
disquali�cation and that his 
job and everything are now in 
jeopardy.’

Disqualifying MacEachen 
for four months and �ning 
him £600, Sheri� MacDonald 
told him: ‘�is was a ridicu-
lous speed for anyone to be 
driving at, but particularly for 
someone who has not been 
driving very long.’

at Kilmallie Community 
Centre, Corpach. Everyone is 
welcome.
z Friends of Nevis invite 
people to join the Glen Nevis 
autumn litter-pick and curl-
ing pond tidy-up on Sunday 
November 18 from 10.30am 
to 3.30pm. Meet at the Ben 
Nevis Highland Centre 
(Woollen Mill) at 10.30am. 

All safety and litter pick-
ing equipment provided, 
together with refreshments 
and lunch. Under-18s must 
be accompanied by an adult 
family member, and sturdy 
footwear and waterproofs are 
advisable. 

Come for a couple of hours 

or more. Register names 
in advance by contacting 
info@friendsofnevis.co.uk or 
phone 01397 701088.
z Lochaber Athletic Club’s 
AGM will take place on 
Sunday November 18, 7.30pm 
at Lochaber Yacht Club, 
Fort William. �is is a good 
opportunity to discuss the 
‘running’ of the club, raise 
ideas and make suggestions. 
Everyone is welcome.
z Kilmallie Community 
Centre is holding a grand 
ceilidh in aid of Bun-Sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Loch Abar and 
the community centre on 
Saturday November 24. 

�e event runs from 7.30-

11.30pm and music will 
be supplied by a range of 
artists including the Bruce 
Lindsay Scottish Dance Band 
and Edinburgh Postal Pipe 
Band, plus singers Norman 
MacKinnon, Donald Angie 
Matheson, Ruaridh Grey and 
Joyce Wright. Admission £8.
z Lochaber Foodbank will 
hold its annual collection 
in the Tesco store in Fort 
William on November 29 
and 30 and December 1, 
from 10am to 4pm each day. 
Foodbank volunteers will be 
there for the collections, and 
all food and money collected 
stays in the area to help the 
local communities.

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

Glenfinnan night sky set aglow

to what was one of the few 
public �reworks displays in 
the area this year.

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, �e 
Write Image.

Fort William Sheri� Court.
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‘Striking’ Fort cinema 
plans sent to council
Fort William is another step 
closer to having a cinema 
again a� er plans for the new 
Highland Cinema were for-
mally submitted to Highland 
Council for planning permis-
sion this week, writes Neill Bo 
Finlayson.

� e Highland Cinema pro-
ject will see a new two-studio 
cinema being built in place 
of the current building on 
Cameron Square in the centre 
of the town and, if approved 
by Highland councillors, dem-
olition and construction are 
expected to start in January.

� e man behind the project, 
Moidart entrepreneur Angus 
MacDonald,  who o�  cially 
purchased the building from 
current DV8 in August, is keen 
to transform the square into ‘a 
beautiful public space’.

� e 55-year-old from 
Roshven, who also owns � e 
Highland Bookshop on the 
High Street, took ownership of 
the building in September and 
held a public consultation in 
the building last month.

� e plans reveal that the 
building will comprise two 
parts: the  café and restaurant 

facing the square will be open 
and public while the cinema 
screens and studios will be 
housed in a building at the 
rear of the site. Mr MacDonald 
hopes to o� er a wide variety of 
� lms to the 20,000 locals and 
440,000 annual visitors.

Skye-based architectural 
� rm Dualchas Architects 
have designed the new cinema 
complex and stated that the 
idea is ‘to create a striking 
building, very much of its 
place and making a strong ref-
erence to traditional Highland 
architecture’.

Fort William  has been with-
out a working cinema for 12 
years, despite several attempts 
in the recent past to restore the 
facility in the town.

A 20-year-old Kinlochleven 
man torched his own � at 
and then posted social media 
messages criticising police for 
their e� orts to � nd the culprit.

But while Allan Simpson was 
waiting to be sentenced, he 
falsely reported to police that 
an arms deal was about to take 
place in Fort William.

Last � ursday at Inverness 
Sheri�  Court, Simpson was 
detained for 18 months a� er 
admitting charges of wilful 
� re raising and wasting police 
time.

Sentence had been deferred 
by Sheri�  Margaret Neilson 
for a background report.

At a hearing in July, she 

was told that Simpson, now 
of  Kilmallie Road, Caol, had 
set � re to several items in his 
� rst � oor � at of a block of four 
in Park Road on November 10 
last year.

� e court heard that he had 
concocted a story about a note 
he had received threatening to 
set his home alight. It was pur-
ported to say: ‘You’re getting it 
for what you’ve done.’

He told police he had been 
out for a walk and returned to 
� nd the � at in � ames. Simpson 
then made a 999 emergency 
call.

But despite his Facebook 
messages to friends telling 
them of the ‘note’ and criti-

cising the police, detectives 
were checking his alibi and 
the route he claimed to have 
taken.

Checking CCTV, o�  cers 
were able to establish that 
Simpson had been lying to 
them.

Fiscal depute Roderick 
Urquhart told the 
court  Simpson  had set � re to 
a � eece and furniture in his 
living room, a curtain, a duvet 
and a mattress in the two 
bedrooms.

Simpson had been remanded 
in custody a� er pleading 
guilty to wasting police time 
last month.

Sheri�  Neilson was told that 

he had sent a text message 
to himself from his father’s 
mobile phone which he said 
was from a man ‘Dimitri’ who 
was about to carry out an arms 
deal in the Lochaber town.

But when o�  cers viewed the 
message, they were suspicious 
of it and Simpson eventually 
admitted he was not telling the 
truth.

Defence solicitor Mike 
Chapman said: ‘� is is a 
troubled and troubling young 
man who has behavioural 
di�  culties.

‘He did not act with any 
intent to harm others albeit his 
actions had no regard for their 
safety.’

Kinlochleven man 
given 18 months 
for fi re raising
He said he returned from walk to fi nd fl at in fl ames

The latest impression of the 
Highland Cinema. 

Have you any idea how much heat you are  
losing through your old windows?
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Corpach Boatbuilding 
Company has joined Gael 
Force Group Ltd in a strategi-
cally signi� cant move which 
could strengthen the west 
of Scotland’s boat-building 
industry and see the intro-
duction of steel feed barge 
building on the west coast.

With potential to expand 
workforce and capabilities at 
the boatyard, the group will 
continue to support existing 
operations at Corpach while 
progressing towards its 
long-term strategic objective 
to build a new range of steel 
feed barges for aquaculture 
customers.

� is latest development 
will be viewed as a major 
opportunity for Scottish 
producers of farmed salmon 
to bene� t from an innovative, 
competitive and home-built 
substitute to imported steel 

feed barges. Many of the 
competing steel feed barges 
are currently manufactured 
outside the UK in Eastern 
Europe.

Corpach’s boat-building 
operation, which has 22 em-
ployees, adds to Gael Force’s 
well-established concrete 
barge-building facility in 
Inverness which continues to 
play an important part of its 
business and is expected to 
continue to grow as planned.

Gael Force Group manag-
ing director Stewart Graham 
said: ‘We are delighted to wel-
come Corpach Boatbuilding 
Company as part of an 
expanding Gael Force Group.

‘� roughout our discus-
sions it was clear we share 
the same motivation for close 
customer collaboration with 
an aim to deliver outstand-
ing quality in product and 
service.

‘We look forward to work-

ing with our colleagues at 
Corpach to grow the existing 
business as a � rst-class 
boat-builder and achieve our 
long-term objective of o� er-
ing an innovative Scottish-
built substitute to imported 
steel barges. Additionally, 
we see this development 
as strategically critical to 
Scotland’s boat-building 
and servicing capability and 
also for Lochaber’s exciting 
development plans.’

Corpach Boatbuilding 
Company has specialised in 
the construction and repair 
of commercial boats together 
with other engineering and 
� sh farm-related services 
since its inception in 1992. 

Its team of cra� smen are ex-
perienced in the construction 
of steel cra�  and the repair 
and modi� cation of seagoing 
vessels in steel, aluminium, 
wood and GRP.

Corpach’s marine develop-
ment manager Donald Hind 
added: ‘� is is an exciting 
milestone for our business, 
and one which promises to 
give rise to new opportunities 
for both Corpach and Gael 
Force.

‘We are hugely excited by 
the product and workforce 
development opportunities 
this deal presents and look 
forward to strengthening the 
relationship we have already 
established.

‘We are very con� dent 
that by sharing our skills, 
expertise and experience 
we can grow our business 
and workforce, which will, 
in turn, deliver value to the 
markets we serve in support 
of our loyal customers.’

Gael Force Group invests 
in Corpach boat-builder

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Lochaber 
locals wanted 
for new 
feature � lm
A Glasgow-based talent 
agency are on the look out 
for people from the Fort 
William area to take part in 
a new Scottish feature � lm 
being shot this month.

� e agency, KR 
Management, is on the hunt 
for supporting artists aged 
six to 19, as well as people in 
their 20s and 30s. Applicants 
must be based in Fort 
William or the surrounding 
area.

� e agency is looking for 
a wide range of ethnicities 
and looks, and no previous 
experience is required.

To apply, send your 
full name, age, date of 
birth, recent photograph, 
email address and contact 
number to krmanagment1@
outlook.com by Wednesday 
November 14. No phone calls 
at this stage.

Corpach Boatbuilding 
Company’s position on the 
west coast is ideal for steel 
feed barge building.

GETINVOLVED
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

A Fort William man who was 
placed on the Sex O� enders’ 
Register was back in the 
town’s court this week to hear 
the rest of his sentence.

Kamil Borowka, 34, of High 
Street, Fort William, was 
placed on the Sex O� enders’ 
Register when he appeared in 
court last month a� er admit-
ting touching two women in a 
town pub in August.

� e two o� ences occurred 
in a bar in the town’s High 
Street on August 19 and was 
recorded on its CCTV secur-
ity camera system.

Borowka had been drunk 
at the time of the o� ences, 
which involved rubbing his 
hand over one woman’s back 
and bottom, over the top of 
her clothing, and squeezing 
the bottom of another also 
over her clothing.

Sentence had been deferred 
until this week for compi-
lation of a criminal justice 
social work report – although 
Sheri�  Gary Aitken had im-

mediately placed Borowka on 
the Sex O� enders’ Register.

� is week Borowka ap-
peared in front of Sheri�  
Eilidh MacDonald, who 
heard defence agent Hamish 
Melrose explain in mitiga-
tion that his client could 
remember very little about 
the incident due to the level 
of intoxication.

‘But when these events were 
explained to Mr Borowka and 
he was made aware of the wit-
ness statements, he acknowl-

edged his guilt which meant 
there was no trial needed that 
would have necessitated the 
complainers having to come 
here,’ said Mr Melrose.

‘� is has already had an 
e� ect as his employment in a 
local supermarket, which was 
ended following the publicity. 
He now works in Mallaig.’

Sheri�  MacDonald told 
Borowka these had been 
serious charges: ‘Taking into 
account the circumstances 
and listening to what Mr 
Melrose has said, as well as 
the criminal justice social 
work report and a second 
report, I will deal with this by 
way of a community payback 
order as a direct alternative to 
custody.

‘� ere will be a period of su-
pervision for six months and 
you will also do 100 hours 
of unpaid work,’ she said, 
adding that his placement on 
the Sex O� enders’ Register 
will last six months as from 
Tuesday of this week.

Fort sex o� ender also 
ordered to do 100 
hours’ unpaid work
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Pupils at primary schools in 
the Fort William area en-
joyed some spooky fun and 
games at their Hallowe’en 
parties and discos last week.

A lot of time and e� ort – 
probably by parents – had 
obviously gone into the 
fantastic costumes on 
display.

Youngsters at Inverlochy, 
Caol, St Columba’s and 
Lundavra enjoyed all the 
traditional fun and games 
associated with this most 
scary of annual events.

� is week the Lochaber 
Times features a selection 
of photographs from parties 
and discos held by pupils 
at Inverlochy and at the 
Caol and St Columba’s Joint 
Campus.
All photographs: 
Abrightside Photography.

Spooky fun 
at Lochaber 
Hallowe’en 
parties

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

There was plenty of fun and games at 
Inverlochy Primary School’s Hallowe’en 
party last week.

Frighteningly good Hallowe’en costumes at the Caol and St Columba’s campus.

Caol and St 
Columba’s campus

Inverlochy 
Primary School

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Call us today for your free home visit.

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315 

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956 

Choosing a new door is not an easy decision but our design tool will show you the 
different styles, glass and hardware that you can have to make that decision that bit easier. 

Design Your Own Composite Door  
BE WARM AND SAFE INSIDE WHEN  
IT’S FREEEEEEEZING COLD OUTSIDE



also have led to sub-standard 
maintenance work being 
carried out by operating 
contractors owing to pressure 
from the wider business 
community for ultra-timeous 
results.

‘It is very alarming that a 
stretch of road that was resur-
faced less than a decade ago, 
and that was completed ahead 
of schedule at the time, is now 
having to be redone, while a 
section from Onich Bay to 
North Ballachulish classed 
as high priority in 2010 has 
never been completed.

‘It is our position that the 
sooner this work is done the 
better, as a matter of public 
safety for all road-users.

‘We support a position 
that is enabling of continued 
tra�  c movement during the 

proposed closure, as stipulat-
ed by the consultation letter, 
whether this is between 1900 
and 0700, or 2100 and 0600, 
as has been negotiated in 
similar scenarios on the A82 
over recent years.’

And Mr Jenner warned: 
‘We will not support any 
proposal to have these works 
postponed or cancelled, 
regardless of the perceived 
inconvenience this may 
cause, simply because we 
believe the public safety issue 
is of greater importance.

‘Many has been the 
time when TS [Transport 
Scotland] operating contrac-
tors have been criticised for 
scheduling works during the 
tourist season, during public 
holidays, or over weekends.

‘� e question has been 
repeated countless times, 
“Why can this work not be 
done o� -season and during 
the winter?”.

‘With this in mind, a 
Monday and Tuesday night 
in late November seems to 
be directly responsive to 
that historic concern, and we 
welcome that scheduling.’

Asked to expand on its con-
cerns, the A82 Partnership’s 
Stewart MacLean told us 
that the A82 Partnership 
welcomed the works to be 
carried out at Onich and did 
not wish to see them can-
celled or delayed.

‘� e A82 Partnership has 
requested BEAR Scotland to 
review the reasons for the full 
closure due to the 160-mile 
or thereabouts diversion 
required,’ said Mr MacLean.

‘Should the closure be ab-
solutely unavoidable, the A82 
Partnership has requested 
that the times of closure be 
amended to 9pm to 6am and 
that one-hour amnesties be 
permitted throughout the 
period of closure.’
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Glen� nnan community plan 
for former � sh farm store
A former � sh farm building 
in Glen� nnan could be a 
new home for community 
activities if plans to upgrade 
the facility are approved.

Plans to turn an empty 
Marine Harvest shorebase 
facility at Slatach into a 
community hub have been 
submitted for planning 
permission by Glen� nnan 
Community Facilities SCIO 
(GCFS) – a group which 
promotes and facilitates local 
projects for bene� t of the 
village.

GCFS hopes to turn the 
small store facility into an 
activity area for local groups 
and meetings, with toilets 
and an enclosed deck veranda 
looking out on to Loch Shiel. 
� e building’s capacity is 
likely to be up to just 30 peo-
ple at any one time, although 
there will be space for storage 
for local groups.

Of the 49 responses gath-
ered from the community 

consultation survey, it was 
apparent that there was 
strong support and desire 
for such a community facili-
ty within the village. 

Suggested uses for the 
building included  health 
and � tness activities, small 
parties, children’s activities, 
art exhibitions, village shows 
and co� ee mornings.

� e building has been 
vacant for more than two 
years a� er Marine Harvest 
vacated it following the com-
pletion of their new base on 
the other side of Loch Sheil, 

at Guisachan.  � e company 
then approached Glen� nnan 
Community Council to en-
quire about using the vacant 
building for the bene� t of the 
local community.

Discussions are now well in 
hand to secure the building 
on a long-term lease, current-
ly set at � ve years with annual 
options to renew

GCFS has also recently been 
part of the plans to build a 
new car park and footbridge 
next to the Glen� nnan 
Monument NTS Visitor 
Centre.

A Lochaber community 
council says it will not sup-
port any call to halt the clo-
sure of a stretch of A82 trunk 
road at Onich to allow for 
improvement works, regard-
less of the inconvenience that 
might be caused by what road 
campaigners have decried as 
an ‘extreme’ diversion.

BEAR Scotland, acting on 
behalf of Transport Scotland, 
is proposing to undertake 
£70,000 of essential carriage-
way improvement works on 
the trunk road at Gollan� eld.

� e resurfacing works are 
programmed for between 
Sunday November 25 and 
Tuesday November 27. BEAR 
Scotland says these works 
will be carried out overnight 
between 7pm and 7am.

During the periods of road 
closure, a signed diversion 
will be in place via A85/A9/
A86.

However, the A82 
Partnership is ‘strongly 
requesting’ that the proposed 
closure be ‘reconsidered’ 
because of the what it says is 
a diversion that could be as 
much as 160 miles.

But that plea has found 
little support from the  
Nether Lochaber Community 
Council (NLCC), which 
says it is vital these works 
go ahead, regardless of the 
impact of the temporary 
diversion.

Community council chair-
man Iain Jenner says the 
council is aware of at least 18 
vehicles leaving the carriage-
way along this particular 
stretch of road in the past two 
years alone.

Mr Jenner added that none 
involved collisions with other 
vehicles and have been as-
sessed as a direct result of the 

combination of vehicle speed 
and poor surface conditions.

‘We welcome any proposal 
to resolve this fundamentally 
dangerous situation, post 
haste, before it leads to a 
fatality during winter driving 
conditions,’ said Mr Jenner 
this week.

And he added: ‘Historically, 
there have been several 
occasions when a degree of 
resistance to road closures 
in the Onich and North 
Ballachulish area have re-
sulted in resurfacing works 
on the A82 being postponed 
or cancelled entirely, and in 
the opinion of NLCC, may 

The essential work 
is planned between 
November 25 and 27.

Onich road works crucial, 
says community council 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

The former 
Marine 
Harvest 
shorebase 
facility at 
Slatach, 
Glen� nnan, 
could be 
turned into a 
community 
hub. 

16-25TH NOVEMBER 2018
Enjoy a 10 day celebration of Oban’s unique culture with parades, markets, 

ceilidhs, live music, art exhibitions and much more. 

NEW THIS YEAR! LOTS 
TO LOOK OUT FOR....

SATURDAY 17TH
● OBAN WINTER BRICKS - St Columba’s Cathedral Hall
● A MEDIEVAL YULE - Dunstaffnage Castle
● SNOW BOARD SIMULATOR - Atlantis Leisure
● WEST COAST GIN SHOW - The View

FRIDAY 23RD
● MOSSFIELD MUSIC NIGHT IN THE DOME - Mossfi eld Carpark 

SATURDAY 24TH
● WINTER IN THE WOODS - Walled-garden and grounds of 
   Glencruittten - 

AND MUCH MORE....
Come and join the biggest winter party in the West of Scotland.

Festival programme now available from VisitScotland Oban Offi ce & shops.

WWW.OBANWINTERFESTIVAL.COM
@OBANWINTERFEST
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Kate Forbes MSP in running for rising 
star accolade for second year in row
Lochaber’s Kate Forbes is one 
of three MSPs in the running 
for the rising star award at the 
annual Scottish Politician of 
the Year awards, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

� e MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch – who is 
serving her � rst term as a pol-
itician a� er the 2016 Scottish 
Parliament elections – is a 
� nalist in the One to Watch 
category  for  the second year 
in a row.

� e award recognises the 
MSP who demonstrates the 
most potential to rise through 
the ranks of their party and/
or in Parliament.

Ross Greer and Liam Kerr 

are the other two � nalists.
� e annual ceremony – in 

its 20th year – takes place in 
Edinburgh on the evening of 
November 22.

� e recognition for Ms 
Forbes at a national level 
has been welcomed by Dave 
� ompson, her predecessor 
for the Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch seat.

Mr � ompson comment-
ed:  ‘Kate cares deeply about 
the Highlands and Islands 
and has a superb intellect 
balanced by unassuming 
modesty.

‘� e people of Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch are 
fortunate indeed to have her 

as their MSP.’ And Ms Forbes 
said: ‘I love putting the 
Highlands � rmly on the po-
litical radar and these awards 
are a great way of reminding 
everybody in politics, the 
press and other spheres of my 
constituency.

‘Of course, it’s an honour 
too. While politicians get a 
hard time, and rightly so on 
many occasions, I know that 
my colleagues and I do what 
we do out of a sense of public 
duty, genuine care for our 
constituencies and desire to 
see change.

‘Fellow nominees Liam Kerr 
and Ross Greer are certainly 
like-minded in that regard.’

Lochaber 
MSP Kate 
Forbes is in 
the running 
for a major 
national 
political 
award for the 
second year.

A new initiative aimed 
at combatting postcode 
surcharges and restrictions   
for Highland residents was 
launched this week.

Highland Parcels, 
introduced by Menzies 
Distribution, will charge a 
� xed fee of £4.99 for all deliv-
eries across the the north of 
Scotland, including Lochaber 
and Argyll and Bute, essen-
tially scrapping any postcode 
penalty imposed by other 
� rms. A� er paying the � at 
fee, the package will then be 
delivered to customers by 
Menzies.

Citizens’ Advice Scotland’s 
(CAS) Postcode Penalty 
Report was published last 
year which concluded that 
more than a million people 
living in Scotland were being 
‘routinely ripped o� ’ with 
those living in the north 

forced to pay at least 30 per 
cent more for delivery than 
consumers elsewhere.

Menzies  Distribution 
general manager of parcel 

logistics Fraser MacLean said 
that delivery surcharges are 
‘unfair’ and it was something 
that Menzies ‘wanted to take 
on’.

‘Customers in the High-
lands were charged an extra 
£15 per delivery on average, 
with some customers waiting 
as long as 35 days for delivery 

compared to the rest of the 
UK,’ he said.

‘Our Highland Parcels ser-
vice is straightforward and 
accessible to all. All you need 
to do is take a couple of min-
utes to create your Highland 
Parcels account, order your 
parcel using our central belt 
address for delivery and we’ll 
get this to your local depot 
for £4.99, regardless of your 
postcode.’

Businesses that  o� en 
pay  surcharges for sup-
plies  due to their location 
being considered ‘isolated’ or 
undeliverable  can also take 
advantage of the new service.

George Lavery, owner of 
North Harbour Bistro, based 
in the Outer Hebrides, feels 
that the new parcel service 
will help small business own-

ers such as him. ‘We’ve had 
suppliers insisting  that we’re 
only eligible for free delivery 
to the north of Scotland if we 
spend a minimum of £1,000. 

‘It puts smaller businesses 
in a really di�  cult position 
and can sometimes have a 
really negative impact on 
cash-� ow. 

‘Highland Parcels seems like 
a fantastic o� ering and we’re 
looking forward to using the 
service moving forwards.’

� e Scottish Government 
held a ‘parcel summit’ last 
year to discuss ways of 
improving parcel delivery 
services in Scotland a� er 
a sustained Fair Delivery 
Charges campaign led by 
Highland politicians.  MSP 
Richard Lochhead, who led 
the campaign, praised the 
new Highland Parcels service 
which he says is a ‘creative 
solution’ to cut costs.

Visit highlandparcels.com 
for more information.

New Highland postal service 
to scrap postcode penalties

Menzies Distribution 
launched its new parcel 
courier service on Monday.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Weighed and paid at your front door
Clothes in good condition, 

no stains, no rags, no underwear, 
no wet clothes, and good quality 

shoes and bedding.

All areas covered.All areas covered.

Telephone: 
07950452395

Why donate when you can be paid?

Why donate when you can 
when you can be paid?MONEY FOR 

YOUR CLOTHES
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Nevis Highland Dancing 
Association hosted its annual 
Highland Dancing Festival 
in Fort William recently, 
with dancers from across the 
country competing in almost 
a dozen competitions.

Dancers from as far a�eld 
as Edinburgh, Fife and the 
Western Isles joined their 
West Highland counterparts 

at Lochaber High School on 
Saturday October 20.

Highland Dancing had 
all but disappeared in the 
Lochaber area but following a 
big e�ort from the area’s a�-
cionados, classes were re-es-
tablished in Fort William 
10 years ago. Since then, the 
association has grown and 
now has a branch in Arisaig.

�e association established 
the annual competition sev-
eral years ago to encourage 
the young dancers to hone 
their skills and strive to im-
prove their standards.

�is year’s festival saw some 
strong performances from 
the Lochaber dancers across 
the di�erent classes. 

Most notably, Cailean 

Jennett from Appin took �rst 
place overall in the beginner 
nine years and over, followed 
closely by Codie Laverty of 
Fort William.

Rhian Daly, Fort William, 
�nished in second place 
overall in the novice 11 years 
and over and Appin’s Eva 
MacColl took top spot in the 
premier 13 years.

Young Nevis dancers put on showstopper

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Diabetes affects an estimated 4.6 million 
people in the UK1 , yet 40% of the British 
public are unaware that blindness is one 
of diabetes’ biggest complications2.

Specsavers is dedicated to raising 
awareness of good eye care in both 
detecting and managing the condition – 
especially as research from Specsavers 
and the Royal National Institute of Blind 
People (RNIB) shows one in fi ve adults 
are unaware that opticians can check for 
indicators of the condition3. 

Dr Nigel Best, clinical spokesperson at 
Specsavers says: ‘Diabetes is one of the 
fastest growing health conditions today 
– fuelled by record levels of obesity, 
excessive sugar consumption and 
sedentary lifestyles. If we continue to 
turn a blind eye to the risk of developing 
type 2 diabetes as a result, we can only 
expect to see the number of undiagnosed 
cases escalate.

‘Diabetic retinopathy is one of the 
leading causes of blindness among 
people of working age in the UK4 so 
it’s hugely important that diabetes is 
detected early and monitored correctly 
to avoid furthering the risks. 

‘At Specsavers, we offer digital retinal 
photography. This takes a detailed 
picture of the back of your eye and the 
microcirculation of blood – helping to 
highlight indicators of diabetes that need 
addressing.

Eye screening is also 
a key part of your 
diabetes care and 
people with diabetes 
should have routine 
screenings done every 
one to two years by an 
optometrist. Contact 

your local GP or local diabetic screening 
service for more information.  

Sophie Castell, Director of Relationships 
at RNIB, says: ‘Sadly, all too often, people 
with diabetes can lose their sight due to 
complications. Yet with early detection 
and treatment, sight loss due to diabetic 
retinopathy can be prevented. Regular 
eye tests are important for everyone, but 
especially for people living with diabetes 
who should also ensure they attend 
appointments for specialist diabetic eye 
screening. It’s a few minutes that could 
save your sight.’ 

People at risk of losing sight due 
to lack of regular health checks

1 https://www.diabetes.org.uk/resources-s3/2017-11/
diabetes_in_the_uk_2010.pdf

2 https://www.diabetes.org.uk/about_us/news/over-40-of-
people-unaware-diabetes-can-lead-to-blindness-

3 State of the Nation’s Eye Health, Specsavers/ RNIB 2016 
http://www.rnib.org.uk/knowledge-and-research-hub-
research-reports/prevention-sight-loss/stateofthenation 

4 http://www.rnib.org.uk/sites/default/fi les/RNIB_
evidence_based_review_of_working_age_people.pdf

Some of the 
young prize 
winners. 
Photograph: 
Anthony 
MacMillan 
Photography.
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Owner Joyce Fraser and sta�  of Caol Cuts Hair Design celebrated the business’s 20th anniversary recently, with 
afternoon tea at Inverlochy Castle. Joyce and her team of three – Dominique, Ashleigh and June – cater to men, 
women and children at the salon and Joyce, who has been a hairdresser for 36 years in total, says it is as busy as 
ever. ‘We do a lot of wedding parties as well – it’s a real family salon,’ she told the Lochaber Times.

Caol hairdresser celebrates 20 yearsNHS Highland assures 
all 12 beds at Portree 
hospital will be open
Assurances were made by 
NHS Highland last week 
that all 12 beds at Portree 
Community Hospital will 
be open by May next year.

� e news follows the publi-
cation of the Ritchie Report 
in May, which categorically 
stated that not only must the 
hospital remain open, but 
that services there should be 
enhanced.

� e constituency MSP 
for Skye, Kate Forbes, wel-
comed the news. Along with 
local people, the SOS Skye 
campaign group and fellow 
politicians, Ms Forbes has 
previously raised concerns 
about the health board’s 
repeated closures of out-of-
hours services in the north 
of Skye.

� e MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch 
said: ‘� e Ritchie Review 
of healthcare provision in 
north Skye was very clear 
that improvements had to 
be made to make it make 
healthcare more resilient.

‘I welcomed the report 
as it gave an independent 
review of healthcare in the 
north and laid out a series 
of recommendations for 
improvements.

‘Since then, it has been 
important that we reach 
milestones to demonstrate 
that the report is being 
implemented.’

She continued: ‘Beds in 
Portree hospital are perhaps 
one of the most important 
developments for communi-
ties in the north of Skye and 
I am delighted to see this 
progress.

‘� ere is, of course, further 
progress to be made but this 
will hopefully assure com-
munities in north Skye that 
the Ritchie Report is being 
implemented.’

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

01397 874000whc.uhi.ac.uk
West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193).

Thinking…
>  about your future? 
> of a new career?
> of combining work  and learning?

Open Day
@  Fort William 
Sat Nov 10,  11am-3pm

your future
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Transport forum welcomes trials
Lochaber Transport Forum 
has welcomed news from 
ScotRail of a trial to boost 
services on the inconic West 
Highland Line, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

� e West Highland Line 
will move to its winter time-
table for the � nal time on 
Monday this week.

Starting in March 2019, an 
all-year-round Sunday time-
table will be introduced.

� e changes will mean 
two return trips between 
Mallaig and Glasgow, and 
an additional return trip 
between Mallaig and Fort 
William, running every 
Sunday, throughout the year. 
Currently only one return 
trip operates between Mallaig 
and Glasgow on Sundays be-
tween November and March.

ScotRail says this demon-
strates its commitment to 
increasing services to meet 

the ever-growing demand 
which will see the end of 
the traditional summer and 
winter variations.

ScotRail Head of Business 
Development Scott Prentice 
commented: ‘We have been 
working closely with key 
stakeholders in the area to 
understand how ScotRail can 
better serve local businesses 
and communities.

‘We are delighted that we 
will be able to provide a boost 
for people travelling on the 
West Highland Line with our 
new timetable.

‘� is is a � rst step in a series 
of improvements which will 
be achieved through the col-
laborative working of West 
Highland Line review group.

‘Lochaber, as the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK, has � rmly 
established itself as an all-
year-round destination and 
we are seeing more and more 

people travel by rail in what 
used to be the ‘o�  season’. We 
will trial an improved Sunday 
service next year and, with 
the help of our partners in 
Lochaber, are con� dent that 
it will be well used by tourists 
and locals alike and become 
a permanent feature. It’s all 
part of our plan to build the 
best railway Scotland has ever 
had.’

Lochaber Transport Forum 
chairman Brian Murphy 
said: ‘� e transport forum 
has been campaigning for 
this for some time as it has 
been obvious that demand for 
more services has increased 
because of our almost year-
round tourist season.

‘We also look forward to 
the conclusions of the current 
West Highland Line review 
which we hope will demon-
strate the need for even more 
service improvements.’

West Highland 
Line timetable

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk
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Over the past few weeks, a 
number of unrelated but sig-
ni� cant events and encounters 
– both  sad and happy – have 
brought the � shing industry 
to the  forefront of my mind 
and it spurred me on to dig out 
the verses of a song I started 
writing a few years ago.

� e downward spiral of the 
� shing industry in the UK 
and Ireland is a multifaceted 
and sad story of unnecessary 
decline. � e song is not an at-
tempt to go into detail and ex-
plain the quagmire of tangled 
knots and many factors that 
have led to this, but a  simple 
re� ection on the sadness of the 
passing of a once powerful and 
highly-respected industry.

While the industry is a shad-
ow of what it was, � shermen 
still go to sea, boats are built 
and hope for the future.

� e Last of the Hunters
Here’s a health to the � shermen 
who plough the lonely sea
And battle with the ocean 
where it’s in their blood to be.
Dear the fruitful bounty of the 
blind and savage foam.
� ey are the last of the hunters, 
and they’re proudly sailing 

home.
Sailing home, sailing home,
� e last of the hunters sailing 
home.
Away to the westward now 
against the � ooding tide
� e hunters of the wild, now 
the last ones in our time.
� rough living gale and storm 
they sail, the crystal sea they 
roam
We’ll give a welcome at the 
harbour when the boats are 
sailing home.
From the mighty � eets of 
Yarmouth to the deep-sea ships 
of Hull
� e famous Fleetwood trawlers 
all have su� ered from the cull
In Lossiemouth, Lochinver, 
Fisherrow and Pittenweem
Golden days in memory, but 
now a fading dream.
Quiet now the harbours where 
a distant echo rings
Eriskay and Scalpay where the 
herring men were kings;
Laden deep for Mallaig and the 
Skipper’s chair a throne
Legends of the sea and still 
their ghosts are sailing home.
A realm of strong intrepid men 
and heroes of renown
A shadow of the past and being 
quickly torn down

By those in suits not � t to wear 
the boots of � shermen
� e heart torn out from the 
harbour leaving scars that will 
not mend.
� e lions of sea tied up in knots 
of weasels’ lies
Are � ghting for survival as 
their world quickly dies.
Under cloaks of conservation, 
they’re being le�  to die alone
But we’ll stand upon their side 
again and hail them sailing 
home.
And in Newlyn, Plymouth, 
Brixham, Poole, � e Wash and 
Grimsby town
North Sheilds and Eyemouth, 
Peterhead, the Broch, they’ll 
hold their ground.
Orkney, Shetland and the 
Hebrides, in Oban and Kintyre
Kilkeel, the Isle of Man and 
Killybegs, they will not die.
So we’ll toast the Mallaig 
trawlers and the creel men of 
the West
Pelagic ships of Whalsay and 
the seiners of Caithness,
Brixham beamers, Cornish 
crabbers, and in every pier and 
cove
We’ll give a welcome at the 
harbour when the boats are 
sailing home.
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NHS Western Isles is seeking 
the comments of island resi-
dents as it presents its revised 
Gaelic Language Plan for 
Community Engagement.

� e refurbished NHSWI 
Gaelic Language Plan (GLP) 
has been produced in-line 
with the Gaelic Language 
(Scotland) Act 2005, which 
requires every public body in 
Scotland to create a GLP.

‘� e Gaelic Language 
Act recognises Gaelic is an 
o�  cial language of Scotland, 
commanding equal respect 
with English,’ said NHSWI 
Chief Executive Gordon 
Jamieson.

‘Gaelic is a precious part of 
our history and culture, and 
our renewed plan will help to 
ensure it can be a � ourishing 

and sustainable part of our 
future.

‘We have seen some encour-
aging results from our earlier 
work and there is more to 
do,’ he continued. ‘Our plan 
aims to increase the number 
of speakers and users, and 
to secure the status of our 
language. We will continue to 
explore new ways of achiev-
ing our aims.’

NHSWI produced its 
inaugural GLP in 2012 (for 
2012-2017), and the proposed 
Gaelic Language Plan II will 
cover 2018-2023.

It is of particular impor-
tance to the national Gaelic 
Board due to the Western 
Isles’ position as the Gaelic 
heartland of Scotland, 
as NHSWI Operational 
Diversity Lead Murdo 
Macleod commented:   ‘It is 
understandable therefore 

that our Gaelic Language 
Plan should re� ect the usage 
and stature of Gaelic in the 
life and culture of our island 
chain.

‘Given that Gaelic has per-
meated so much of civic and 
cultural life in the islands, we 
hope that our refreshed com-
mitments will strike a chord 
with the public whom we 
seek to serve, as well as with 
our multi-agency partners.

‘We therefore look forward 
to feedback on, and dialogue 
about, our GLP proposals 
that will inform the � nal ap-
proved plan in a meaningful 
way,’ he continued.

‘NHSWI recognises 
completely and esteems the 
unique place that Gaelic has 
in the life of the Western 
Isles, and presents the pro-
posals in our renewed Gaelic 
Language Plan II in the spirit 

of increased strength and 
impetus to the work already 
started.’

To view the NHSWI Gaelic 
Language Plan II dra� , please 
visit www.wihb.scot.nhs.uk/
community-engagement to 
access a link to the complete 
dra�  plan.

Island residents can make 
comments regarding the 
proposed plan by responding 
directly to Murdo Macleod 
at murdomacleod1@nhs.
net, or alternatively by 
paper copy, addressed to: 
Operational Diversity Lead, 
NHS Western Isles, Western 
Isles Hospital, Macaulay 
Road, Stornoway, Isle of 
Lewis, HS1 2AF.

� e NHSWI Gaelic 
Language Plan II Community 
Engagement will run 
until deadline of � ursday 
December 6, 2018.

NHS seeks islanders’ 
views on revised 
Gaelic proposal

Committee’s ferry 
recommendations 
are welcomed

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

A series of recommenda-
tions made by the Rural 
Economy and Connectivity 
Committee on Clyde and 
Hebrides Ferry Services as 
part of a pre-budget scru-
tiny has been welcomed by 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

In a recent letter to the 
Scottish Government’s 
cabinet secretary for trans-
port, infrastructure and 
connectivity, the committee 
stressed it was essential 
that lifeline ferry services 
delivered services that were 
truly � t for purpose and that 
fully met the needs of island 
communities, business 
needs and tourism.

� e letter addresses issues 
of the investment strategy 
for the � eet; road equiva-
lent tari�  (RET); current 
procurement and EU State 
Aid rules and community 
engagement in procurement 
and investment decisions.

� e comhairle contrib-

uted signi� cantly to the 
committee’s deliberations 
and the chairman of trans-
portation and infrastruc-
ture Councillor Uisdean 
Robertson welcomed the 
recommendations.

‘I particularly welcome 
the committee’s recognition 
that recent consideration 
of � e Islands (Scotland) 
Act highlighted the value 
and contribution our island 
communities make and 
that the committee is aware 
of the vital importance of 
ferries as a lifeline service 
and a linchpin for the 
ongoing sustainability of 
island communities and 
economies.

‘It is also of signi� cant im-
port that the committee is 
seeking con� rmation from 
the Scottish Government 
on whether it intends to 
complete an Islands Impact 
Assessment on this year’s 
budget.’

YES YOU CAN!
At Slimming World we’re full of surprises
Breakfast: Asparagus and roast pepper mu�  ns: Savoury ‘mu�  ns’ are ideal for breakfast, and 

the whole family will love them. 
Lunch: Tuna melt toastie: Stir diced red onion through drained canned tuna in spring water. 

Lightly toast 2 slices wholemeal bread from a small 400g loaf. Spoon the tuna mixture 
onto 1 slice, press down with the back of the spoon, then add 30g cheddar cheese, 
grated. Top with the other piece of toast and grill until the cheese is gooey.

Dinner: Pork Schnitzel with sauerkraut & roasted new potatoes: Take 8 tender pork escalope 
(visible fat removed) and generously coat in herb infused breadcrumbs, make a 
creamy sauerkraut dressing and roast the new potatoes with a low cal spray. Serve 
the schnitzels with the sauerkraut and potatoes, sprinkled with parsley and black 
pepper. Yum!

Snacks: Settling down at home to watch a movie? Get the cinema feel with a 25g bag of 
Propercorn Sweet Coconut & Vanilla Popcorn (6 Syns)

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

SIMPLY Shredding
MacQueen Bros, 

Glengallan Road, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all confidential 
material from your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents being 
destroyed should you wish.

Secure document 
& data destruction
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Western Isles council to host event on ‘radical’ service redesign
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
is hosting community en-
gagement events throughout 
November focusing on a 
what it says is a ‘radical’ pro-
gramme of service redesign.

Local authorities across 
Scotland are faced with sig-
ni� cant � nancial challenges 
and possible cuts to local 
services as a result of the en-
during climate of � nancial 
austerity.

Comhairle members say 
they are committed to work 
through all services in the 

comhairle with commu-
nities and others to � nd 
new ways to protect public 
services.

Comhairle leader 
Councillor Roddie Mackay, 
commented: ‘Given the 
very clear challenges which 
we face with the current 
� nancial climate, it is more 
important than ever before 
for us to ensure the best use 
of resources when delivering 
services.

‘Since 2010 the comhairle’s 
funding has been cut by 17 

per cent [the highest of any 
council in Scotland] and 
around 250 local authority 
jobs (FTE) have been lost in 
our community.

‘While we don’t yet know 
what our � nancial settle-
ment from government is 
going to be for the next � -
nancial year we estimate we 
will have to make signi� cant 
savings.

‘We have committed to 
making savings of nearly 
£10million through service 
redesign but the fact is that 

even more may be required. 
‘I and other members do 

not believe that we can just 
cut services. We believe we 
have to take a more imagi-
native approach.

‘O�  cers and members 
have discussed a process 
of community engagement 
and empowerment aimed 
at identifying those issues 
that are important to local 
communities, in addition 
to investigating ways that 
could reduce the demand 
for some services, identify 

other services that could be 
more e�  ciently provided 
by communities, and agree 
which services could be 
changed. While this is a 
time of austerity and a threat 
to public services, this is 
also a time of opportunity if 
we work together to engage 
communities as partners in 
change.’

Comhairle community 
engagement launched

S U BS C R IBE
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Childcare minister visits Pairc playgroup
Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP 
MSP Alasdair Allan joined 
the minister for Children 
and Young People, Maree 
Todd MSP, last week on a 
visit to Pairc Playgroup in 
South Lochs, Lewis.

Pairc Playgroup has been 
successfully operating an 
extended hours project in 
partnership with HIE and 
Muaitheabhal Trust o� ering 
wrap around childcare.

� e playgroup has also been 
awarded an ‘excellent’ grad-
ing by the Care Inspectorate 
for itscare of the children and 
awarded a ‘Green Flag’ from 
Keep Scotland Beautiful for 
‘eco’ work with children.

Commenting, Mr Allan 
MSP said: ‘It was really 
useful to hear about the 
impact extending childcare 
hours in South Lochs has 
had, and learning about how 

this has enabled parents to go 
either to work or into further 
education as well as creating 
employment in the area.

‘It really underlines the 
transformative potential of 
the Scottish Government’s 
pledge to double the number 
of hours of free early years 
education and childcare to 30 
hours a week for vulnerable 
two-year-olds and all three 
to four-year-olds by 2021.’

Alasdair 
Allan MSP 
and Maree 
Todd MSP 
with chil-
dren from 
the Pairc 
Playgroup 
and 
playgroup 
sta�   and 
youngsters.

Communities across Skye and 
Raasay have until � ursday 
November 29 to get their 
entries in for the 2018 Eilean 
a’ Cheò Civic Awards.

� is is the eighth year of the 
awards which are organised 
by the Ward 10 Highland 
councillors to recognise 
people from all age groups 
and walks of life who have 
contributed to the success 
and wellbeing of their local 
communities.

All nominees must be 
resident on Skye or Raasay 
and be able to demonstrate 
their actions or activities 
have resulted in a signi� cant 
bene� t.

Nomination forms are 
available on the Eilean A’ 
Cheò page of � e Highland 
Council’s website and 
completed forms should be 
returned to the ward manager 
Willie MacKinnon to willie.
mackinnon@highland.gov.uk

Civic awards 
deadline
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES
Continuing discrimination 
by Highland health board
I have previously complained to the Highland 
health board about its contempt for disabled peo-
ple. Evidence of this is shown by, for example, the 
absence of automatic doors at the Lorn Medical 
Centre in Oban, preventing mobility impaired 
people to enter the building independently. � is 
is contrary to the Disability Discrimination Act 
1995, the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 
and the Equality Act 2010. 

Having automatic doors would also help par-
ents with pushchairs.

� e board continues to waste hundreds of 
thousands of pounds a year by using paper 
letters to advise patients of outpatient appoint-
ments. � e board is permitted by NHS Scotland 
to introduce cost-saving measures so why is it so 
committed to money wasting?

Using email for 50 per cent of outpatient ap-
pointments would also enable visually impaired 
patients such as me to be noti� ed of appoint-
ments. It would also comply with the 1995, 2005 
and 2010 Acts mentioned above.

Given this culture at NHS Highland, it is 
not surprising that it discriminates against 
more disadvantaged minorities. I acknowledge 
the di�  culty some trans people have and the 
problems self-de� nition can cause, but I wholly 
support that LGBT people must be treated with 
the same dignity and respect accorded to the 
mainstream population. So why, therefore, does 
the new online prescription ordering system at 
the Lorn Medical Centre in Oban insist on a 
purely binary de� nition of gender? Many people 
de� ne themselves as non-binary when it comes 
to their gender so what were the reasons for 
specifying the new IT system at the Oban GP 
surgery should be so prejudiced?

Mike Foster, Crannaig a Mhinister, Oban.

How many people bene� t 
from Ulva investment?
You report a grant of £275,000 for a building 
at Ulva Ferry.

Over the past couple of years, it seems that 
the small community on Ulva and  at Ulva 
Ferry have been provided with funds for new 
housing, a new  pontoon facility, a grant of 
more than £4 million to purchase the island 
of Ulva, and now further funding for this new 
building.

When is this largesse  going to end? Can 
those involved please tell us in total how many 

people have bene� ted from it and what � nan-
cial contribution have they made personally?

It is di�  cult to see the justi� cation for all 
of this  funding and what will actually be 
achieved.

Colin Davidson, Ardfern.

Over the top – no more
Young and innocent boys
Died to save us, at home
But, also by same token,
Christ the Saviour also died

And not for one but for all
Giving his salvation for free.
Yes, the lads were brave
And went over the top
So that we don’t have to.
By our feeble e� orts
And our worldly o� erings
As we only need to know
And remember, in our hearts
Simple words and RIP.
� e rest is over the top. Amen.,
Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir, Uibhist, a Deas.

Investment in boat 
building company 
is most welcome
It is always a pleasure to be able to report 
positive news of events that will bene� t our 
communities.

So it is this week with our story about 
the investment being made in Corpach 
Boatbuilding Company by the Gael Force 
Group Ltd in ‘a strategically signi� cant 
move which could strengthen the west 
of Scotland’s boat-building industry and 
see the introduction of steel feed barge 
building on the West Coast’.

� is development has been championed 
as having the ‘potential to expand work-
force and capabilities at the boatyard’ and 
that ‘ the group will continue to support 
existing operations at Corpach while 
progressing towards its long-term strategic 
objective to build a new range of steel feed 
barges for aquaculture customers’.

Any such activities that boost employ-
ment and the local economy are to be 
warmly welcomed.

� ere is a genuine feelgood factor at 
work across the Lochaber economy at the 
moment – and evident in the successful 
Lochaber Ideas Week promoted by 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce – and 
we hope this merger will contribute still 
further with that.

A well-deserved 
award nomination
It is only just over two years since Kate 
Forbes was elected as MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch but already she 
has been nominated for a second time in 
the annual Scottish Politician of the Year 
awards.

Leaving party politics aside, Ms Forbes 
has been a highly active and visible Member 
of the Scottish Parliament and incredibly 
hard-working. And with such a diverse and 
huge geographically constituency, it is a 
nomination that is well deserved.

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1



Lochaber Times
Thursday 8 November 201820

LT

DISTRICT NEWS Send us your district news by emailing
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

FORT  WILLIAM

Members of the Craft and Company group of Nether Lochaber and the 10 backpacks handed over.

Rotary club president 
Iain Johnston 
presents a framed 
picture of Ben Nevis to 
club secretary Geo�  
Heathcote, who joined 
Lochaber Rotary Club 
in 2012. Geo�  and his 
wife Jenny are moving 
to south Derbyshire to 
be nearer family.

Ambassador from Mary’s Meals visits Nether LochaberSunday November 11 will see the 
annual staging of the Remembrance 
Day parade in Fort William, with 
this year’s event given added 
poignancy as it comes on the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the First 
World War.

Units will form up in Viewforth 
car park at 10.30am, with the 
March on the Colours at 10.39am, 
and halting in front of the Royal 
British Legion Scotland premises.

� e parade will march o� , led by 
Lochaber Schools Pipe Band, at 
10.40am and make its way to the 
town’s war memorial.

At 10.52am there will be a roll call 
of the local fallen from the First 
and Second World Wars, followed 
by the playing of � e Last Post and 
then at 11am a two-minute silence.

� is will be followed by reveille 
and a pipe lament. � ere will then 
be a reading and re� ection given 
by a minister, a� er which will be 
the laying of wreaths and a church 
service.

� e Remembrance Day service on 
Sunday November 11 will be held at 
the Commando Memorial at Spean 
Bridge at 3pm.

Please note that organisations will 
muster at 2.45pm at the lay-by on 
the south side of the Commando 
Memorial and, at 2.50pm, will 
march northwards to the memorial 
using the old Gairlochy Road.

SPEAN BRIDGE

� e Cra�  and Company group of 
Nether Lochaber Church had an 
interesting visit on Monday October 
29 from Bill Cli� ord, an ambassador 
for Mary’s Meals.

Mr Cli� ord gave an informative 
and thought-provoking presentation 
on the global work of this charity 
which has links to the Highlands 
as it was founded in Dalmally by 
Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow.

Anne � omson and Elsa Rossetter 
presented 10 backpacks which the 
cra�  group had � lled over the past 
few months and the congregational 
treasurer, David � omson, handed 
over a cheque for £190 from the 
congregation from the Harvest 
� anksgiving Service. 

Tanya Nicolson, with the help 
of her son Sam, had � lled seven 
packs and these too were handed 
over.

� e a� ernoon in the church 
hall was rounded o�  with tea and 
cakes.

Farewell to rotary’s popular secretary PLOCKTON

� � e Lochalsh branch of Royal 
British Legion Scotland held a 
bingo session at Balmacara House 
on October 31 and raised £143 for 
branch funds. Next bingo is tonight 
(� ursday).
� Clair Jackson organised a 
Hallowe’en party and dance in 
Plockton Hall on October 27 raising 
more than £500 for Cancer Research.
� Plockton and District Horticultural 

and Handicra� s Society held its 
AGM in Plockton Hall on October 
25.   All the o�  ce-bearers were 
re-elected apart from Sue Winter, 
who has le�  the area.  Lynne Kennedy 
was appointed catering o�  cer in her 
place and Matthew Wakeford was 
added to the committee. � e society 
donated the pro� ts from its auction at 
the show to Highland Hospice which 
was £129. � ree  experts answered 
questions –   Ron Johnstone on gar-
dening, Alison Hear� eld on cooking 
and Matt Wakeford on gardening.

� � e Lochalsh branch of the Royal 
British Legion Scotland is holding 
a special event to mark the sailing 
from Kyle pier of HMY Iolaire on 
December 31, 1918.  � e event, which 
will include the unveiling  of a special 
commemorative plaque, will be held 
on the a� ernoon of December 31, 
2018.  � e branch would like to invite 
relatives of those who sailed that 
fateful night to the event, and, to this 
end, would ask that any such relatives 
contact Andy Will on 01599 544276 
or andy@plockton.org.uk

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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fort@obantimes.co.uk

Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s

� It had to happen, I suppose. In last week’s 
rugby report, proli� c points scorer DR 
Nicolson was given a new courtesy title – Dr 
Nicolson.
� MFR had a riveting two-hour phone-in 
programme  about the rights and wrongs 
of Southrons  being unwelcome in a certain 
Highland bar. 

In the middle of it all a Cockney came on the 
line to tell the listeners he was sorry to hear 
about all the hassle, as he himself always got 
on great with the ‘sweaties’. � e term meant 
nothing to the programme presenter. So the 
Cockney elaborated: ‘Sweaties, Mite! Sweaty 
Socks – Jocks.’
� One of our local nouveau anglopreneurs was 
out in a boat – � shing. In the bucketing rain. 
At the oars was Donald who was being paid a 
tri� e for his trouble. 

Every now and then LNA took a swig from 
his hip � ask   to ward o�  the cold. But nary a 
drop for Donald. Still not catching anything 
the angling anglopreneur sought additional 
solace with a cigar. 

To his consternation he found that, though 
the matches in their box were OK, the box 
itself was very damp. 

Casting around on the boat he asked Donald 
if he could think of something dry on which 
he could strike a match. ‘You could try my 
tongue,’ Donald suggested. Drily.
� It was like a scene from Snow-White and 
the Seven Dwarfs at Spaghetti Junction on 
Monday.   ‘Dig, Dig, Dig’ in unison, went the 
contractor’s men. 

Meanwhile, Grumpy, behind the wheel of 
the lorry, was trying to � gure out who had the 
right of way out of the High Street and onto the 
bypass. Indeed the high tech Disney version 
was certainly operating on An Aird that day, 
following the granting of planning permission 
for the start of the development there. 

A JCB was cutting – not the � rst sod – but 
digging up bits of old cars, welly boots and 
worse – all le� overs from the days of the town 
dump.
� Meanwhile there was great activity in Fort 
William High Street due to the latest diversion 
down the side of the Argyll. Temporary signs 
everywhere. 

One had blown over and was lying � at on its 
face. Another was so close to the junction with 
Fraser Square that vehicles ran over it before 

the drivers had time to react. Meanwhile, as 
the road outside Presto’s appeared to be clear, 
lots of tra�  c carried on along the High Street 
– to be met by an army of cones. So reversing 
and three point turns became the order of the 
morning. However, in so doing, the drivers 
met other vehicles coming down Bank Street. 
All of them were confronted with more diver-
sion signs – under the Post O�  ce canopy. 

It would have been pantomimic, right 
enough, if the ‘tra�  c management’ hadn’t 
been so amateurish. In fact it was all too rem-
iniscent of the Irishman’s road directions: ‘If I 
were you, I wouldn’t start from here.’
� Alistair Grant was absent from reception. He 
was on special duties at the Belford as part of 
the recent Ardtornish emergency planning ex-
ercise. Alistair was given, shall we say, a roving 
commission within the hospital. And his role 
and patrol took him, limping, into casualty. 

� ere he was, surrounded by all the 
Lochaline-ites   with their range of simulated 
injuries. Alistair got talking to one of them, 
who turned out to be the ‘chief casualty’.  And 
‘chief casualty’ had noted that Alistair was 
hirpling a bit. So he said to him: ‘You seem 
to have more of an injury  than I have. You’d 
better go in for treatment before me.’
� � ey were keen to be dramming it up at 
Christie’s Sale in Glasgow. But the prices wer-
en’t for the common � ve eighths.  An 1882 Ben 
Nevis bottle realised £1,705, and a single malt 
from the previous year went for £1,350. Both 
were put up for auction by private collectors 
and, no doubt, they’ve found new homes. But 
not in Lochaber, however.
� Whisky rep in town, visiting his various 
High Street customers.   In one particular es-
tablishment he was disappointed that Jimmy, 
his usual contact, wasn’t in. ‘� at’s a pity,’ said 
traveller to  proprietor. ‘Because I’ve got a wee 
something for him.’ 

Ever the gentleman, the shop owner said 
he would contact Jimmy and advise him 
accordingly. Jimmy was duly phoned. ‘I’ll be 
right over’, was the eager reply. And he was, 
setting up a new record time from Caol to the 
Fort. Into the shop and, a� er a handshake, rep 
handed Jimmy a boxed package. 

Caressing it lovingly, Jimmy conjectured 
as to what might be inside. A forty ouncer, 
perhaps? 

Opened it up, a procedure watched with 
interest by proprietor, and out came a whisky 
company monogrammed scarf. I understand 
that proprietor was reduced to grabbing the 
scarf, then trying to stu�  it into his mouth to 
contain  his merriment.

Children dressed up for the opening of the new playpark.

The playpark committee at the opening.

On Saturday, October 27, a large crowd attend-
ed the o�  cial opening of the new Plockton 
playpark at Rhu.

� e playpark committee, the community 
council, Plockton Grazings Committee and 
the NTS originally met at the site in January 
2012.

More than six years later, funding was � nally 
secured and this summer the playpark was in 
use and children were there to o�  cially open it 
on Saturday October 27.

Marlene MacRae, chairwoman of the 
playpark committee, thanked funders and 
volunteers for all the help to make it possible.

A� er a short time playing on the equipment, 
the children attended a Hallowe’en party in 
the village hall.

PLOCKTON
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Welcome to 
Lochaber Ideas 
Week 2018

You’re invited! Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce extends you a warm welcome 
to Lochaber Ideas Week 2018, brought to 
you in partnership with Developing the 
Young Workforce West Highland and kindly 
supported by our generous sponsors.
 We’re delighted to be able to bring such 
a fantasti c variety of inspiring speakers, 
seminars, networking and training right here 
to our doorstep from Monday 12th to Friday 
16th November.
This year’s packed programme has got 
something for everyone and many of the 
events are free to att end. You don’t have 
to be a member of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, or even be in business at all; this 
week is for everyone in Lochaber to come 
together to celebrate ideas and have fun!
Join us on Monday 12th November to hear 
the incredible true story of the UK’s most 
beloved Olympian, Michael ‘Eddie the Eagle’ 
Edwards; Take part in a lively debate with 
local politi cians at Questi on Time on Tuesday 

13th; root for your favourite business at the 
exciti ng Dragons’ Glen business-pitching 
competi ti on on Wednesday 14th; learn 
more about getti  ng the best out of yourself 
at our ‘Unlock your Potenti al’ seminar on 
Thursday 15th and join the conversati on 
at the ‘Shaping Tourism in Lochaber’ panel 
event. Listen to a personal view from Alastair 
Campbell at the annual ‘Charles Kennedy 
Lecture’ on Thursday evening.  Plus, there’s 
so much more! 
Weeks like this don’t come along very 
oft en – so don’t miss out.  Have a look over 
the programme, see which events take your 
fancy and book up to take advantage of all 
the great opti ons on off er during Lochaber 
Ideas Week.  
To book, simply go to 
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk 
or search on Eventbrite 
for ‘Lochaber Ideas Week’. 
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Who will win the £10,000 cash 
prize in this year’s Dragons’ Glen?

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce is proud to 
present the fifth annual 
Dragons’ Glen as part 
of Lochaber Ideas Week 
2018.  This year’s Dragons’ 
Glen is sponsored by Twin 
Deer Law. The business 
competition has gone from 
strength to strength over 
the half-decade it’s been 
running and is now firmly 
established as one of the 
week’s most popular events. 
Once again the winning 
contestant will be awarded 
a £10,000 cash investment 
by our business ‘dragons’, 
funded by the West Coast 
Communities Growth Trust 

administered by Foundation 
Scotland. 
Inspired by the format 
of the famous TV show, 
Dragons’ Glen is always a 
highlight of Lochaber Ideas 
Week and last year’s event 
saw our biggest audience 
come along to support their 
favourite business idea on 
the night. 
The competition is open 
to all Lochaber residents 
over the age of 16 and 
the investment can be 
for something completely 
new or for a new way of 
diversifying or improving 
your existing business.
We’ve had an amazing 

array of entries over the 
years – and four fantastic 
winning businesses. The 
very first prize was won by 
Oliver Millington for the 
Three Wise Monkeys indoor 
climbing centre in 2014, the 
following year Clan Pods 
claimed the investment for 
their custom-built camping 
pods. In 2016 clothes 
designer Lorna Gillies 
wowed the dragons with 
her contemporary twist on 
traditional Scottish tartan 
and tweed womenswear. 
Last year’s winner was 
something completely 
different – Kinlochlovin’ 
social enterprise company 

Last year’s winners ‘Kinlochlovin’ receive their £10,000 cash prize from the West Coast Communities Growth Trust.

Meet the  
Dragons

Angus MacDonald

Andy Meldrum

Angus is a serial entrepreneur. 
Based in the highlands, his career 
has seen him building businesses 
across the UK from publishing to 
online education to renewable 
energy. He lectures on and 
promotes entrepreneurship at 
every opportunity and set up The 
Moidart Trust to help businesses 
in the West Highlands flourish. 
He’s also the author of the 
bestselling novel, Ardnish was 
Home, and recently published 
the sequel, We Fought for 
Ardnish. If you asked Angus what 
most matters to him, he would 
say to allow people from the 
West Coast to live and thrive 
here. What makes him furious 
is the lack of good broadband in 
rural Scotland and the state of 
the A82, especially along Loch 
Lomond.

Andy is managing director and 
owner of Glencoe Mountian 
Resort, Scotland’s oldest ski area, 
established in 1956. Glencoe 
Mountian Resort is now a 
year-round activity centre, with 
onsite accommodation. The 
resort supports and promotes 
many new events in the area, 
such as the Harry Potter Drive In 
movies, MacAvalanche enduro 
race, Coe Cup, British Downhill 
Championships and much more.
Andy has a background in the oil 
industry with experience as far 
afield as Libya and South Africa. 
He then set up his own successful 
home-shopping business in 1994, 
before taking over at Glencoe in 
2009.

Lochaber Ideas Week
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Who will win the £10,000 cash 
prize in this year’s Dragons’ Glen?

Emma Parton

Meet the  
Dragons

Ali MacLeod

Ali is head of fundraising and 
cruises with the National 
Trust for Scotland. Originally 
from a farming background in 
the West Highlands, she has 
enjoyed a varied career in third 
sector fundraising, spanning 16 
years. Previously, she worked 
globally and locally as director 
of fundraising and marketing for 
a global humanitarian aid and 
development organisation, with 
the British Red Cross, Jordan Red 
Crescent, and Universities of 
Aberdeen and Melbourne. She 
has many years of experience in 
writing and pitching projects for 
funding, and understands the 
passion, persistance and commit-
ment required to make projects 
come to life. She is interested 
in the values businesses seek to 
promote through their brands.

Emma is the owner and man-
aging director of The Highland 
Soap Company, based in Fort 
William. Having started The 
Highland Soap Company from 
her own kitchen in Spean Bridge, 
Emma has grown the business in 
a way that ensured the company 
remains committed to producing 
handmade soaps and toiletries 
using the most natural ingredi-
ents and traditional methods.
The Highland Soap Company has 
just opened their fourth retail 
shop in Oban, to accompany the 
existing ones in Fort William, 
Spean Bridge, and Pitlochry. 
The products can also be found 
online and in select retailers and 
hotels all across the country.

won for their model of 
business enterprise training 
and development. Anna 
McBride of Kinlochlovin; 
says: “Winning the 
Dragons’ Glen competition 
in 2017 was a real boost 
for Kinlochlovin’ and we 
encourage people from all 
business sectors to apply.”
This year’s dragons are ready 
to inspire a new generation 
of entrepreneurs right here 
in the Outdoor Capital of 
the UK.  Between them they 
have an enormous amount 
of business experience and 
they’re savvy in assessing 
what’s going to work and 
spotting business potential. 

The five finalists have now 
been shortlisted to go 
through to the live business-
pitching competition. 
The shortlisted finalists are: 

•  The Emporium of  
Worldly Goods

• Fort William Wheeled 
Sports Society

•  The Highland Angling 
Experience

• Highland Electric Car Hire

• Lochaber Craft Brewing  
and Distilling Ltd  

Good luck to all our plucky 
participants!
Come along on the night to 
see who you think should 
win the £10,000 cash prize.

This event is kindly sponsored 
by Twin Deer Law, who are 
continuing their support for 
Lochaber Ideas Week for 
a fifth year. Twin Deer Law 
are a niche commercial law 
firm operating throughout 
the Highlands and Islands, 
assisting businesses large 
and established to small and 
start-up. Twin Deer Law are 
delighted to sponsor Dragons 
Glen to help identify, support 
and grow business  
in Lochaber.

 This year’s Dragons’ Glen 
event will take place on 
Wednesday 14th November 
at the Ben Nevis Distillery, 
5-8pm. Tickets cost £6.

Lochaber Ideas Week  November  
12-16, 2018
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THINK DIFFERENT:
CREATIVE SALES 
& MARKETING
Sponsored by  
Marine Harvest
10am-12pm  
Renowned sales presenter 
John-Paul Hughes will help unleash your 
sales potential! Learn creative techniques 
to help you connect with your business 
audience and turn prospects into customers. 

Venue: The Moorings Hotel

QUESTION TIME 
2-4pm  FREE
Join us for a lively discussion on the hot 
topics a�ecting Lochaber today. Come along 
to put your questions to our panel of political 
and business leaders.
Venue: The Moorings Hotel

AN EVENING 
WITH MICHAEL 
‘EDDIE THE 
EAGLE’ 
EDWARDS
Sponsored by  
HWEnergy
7-9pm   
£15 (£6 for under-16s available 
on the door) 
He may not have won in the ski jump (he 
came last), but ‘Eddie the Eagle’ remains 
one the UK’s most well-known and best-
loved Olympians. Hear the amazing story 
of perseverance and courage from the man 
behind the legend!
Venue: The Moorings Hotel

AROUND 
LOCHABER
IN 80 TABLES
Hosted by 
The Lochaber Times
10am-12pm  
Fast and furious
speed-networking for business! It’s always 
great fun with plenty of time to chat. Whether 
you’re new to business in the area or an 
established �rm, come along and make some 
new business connections! This event �lls up 
quickly so please book early. 

Venue: The Moorings Hotel

NAVIGATING THE 
WORLD OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE
1.30-3.30pm  FREE
Join us for a timely 
seminar and workshop 
on international trade. Whether you’re 
already doing overseas business or you’re 
keen to give it a try, this is the seminar for 
you!
International trade expert Ewan Ramsay will 
host this session exploring the challenges 
and opportunities of international business 
and what the future may hold for trade after 
Brexit. 
Venue: The Moorings Hotel

STRATEGICALLY SOCIAL – 
SOCIAL MEDIA FOR CUSTOMER CARE
9-11am  
Social media expert Rene Looper will look at 
key trends and show you how to harness the 
power of social media to take your customer 
care to the next level. 

Venue: The Moorings Hotel

BRIDGE TO BUSINESS WITH 
DEVELOPING THE YOUNG 
WORKFORCE WEST HIGHLAND
1-4 pm
This event is speci�cally designed for 
high school pupils. Through a mixture of 
inspirational presentations and hands-on 
seminars, Bridge to Business will show 
that anyone can start their own business – 
whatever your age!

DRAGONS’ GLEN 
Sponsored by Twin Deer Law
5-8pm  £6
Will the candidates have what it takes to 
impress the business dragons and win the 
£10,000 cash prize? Come along to watch 
the brave challengers pitch their big ideas to 
our panel of business dragons. 
Prize money kindly donated by the 
West Coast Communities Growth Trust, 
administered by Foundation Scotland.
Venue: Ben Nevis Distillery
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STRATEGICALLY SOCIAL – 
SOCIAL MEDIA FOR CUSTOMER CARE
9-11am  
Social media expert Rene Looper will look at 
key trends and show you how to harness the 
power of social media to take your customer 
care to the next level. 

Venue: The Moorings Hotel

BRIDGE TO BUSINESS WITH 
DEVELOPING THE YOUNG 
WORKFORCE WEST HIGHLAND
1-4 pm
This event is speci� cally designed for 
high school pupils. Through a mixture of 
inspirational presentations and hands-on 
seminars, Bridge to Business will show 
that anyone can start their own business – 
whatever your age!

DRAGONS’ GLEN 
Sponsored by Twin Deer Law
5-8pm  £6
Will the candidates have what it takes to 
impress the business dragons and win the 
£10,000 cash prize? Come along to watch 
the brave challengers pitch their big ideas to 
our panel of business dragons.
Prize money kindly donated by the 
West Coast Communities Growth Trust, 
administered by Foundation Scotland.
Venue: Ben Nevis Distillery

UNLOCK YOUR 
POTENTIAL: 
HIGH 
PERFORMANCE 
SEMINAR
Sponsored by Liberty BA
9-11am  
Learn e� ective ways to get the best 
out of yourself and your team with 
renowned high-performance coach Don 
MacNaughton.

Venue: The Moorings Hotel

SHAPING TOURISM IN LOCHABER
Presented by Nevis Range & Visit Scotland
1-4pm FREE
Panel discussion with key players in 
tourism industry (1-3pm) Join the debate 
on future trends in the Outdoor Capital of 
the UK.
Followed by ‘Welcoming Chinese Visitors’ 
workshop with Fiona Alexander from 
Scottish Enterprise International (3-4pm).
Venue: The 
Moorings Hotel

CHARLES 
KENNEDY 
LECTURE 2018
Sponsored by 
Ferguson Transport 
& Shipping
6-8pm  FREE
This year’s lecture is delivered by author and 
broadcaster Alastair Campbell, who was a 
close friend of Mr Kennedy. His lecture will 
focus on the importance of friendship in 
mental health and addiction.
Venue: Lochaber High School

MENTAL 
WELLNESS 
FOR BUSINESS
9.30-11.30am  FREE
Mental health is 
increasingly important 
in business. Josh 
Quigley, the Tartan Explorer, will talk from his 
personal experiences of overcoming mental 
health issues. Plus Birchwood Highland 
presents a Mental Wellness ‘Toolbox Talk’ 
to help support employers and employees 
and Lochaber Hope discuss their range of 
support services for businesses. 

Venue: The Moorings Hotel

IDEAS WEEK 
GALA DINNER
Sponsored by 
R A Clement & 
Associates
7.30pm-midnight
Join us for our Gala 
dinner to mark the 
end of another great Ideas Week. Featuring 
after-dinner speech from inspirational 
tech entrepreneur Dale Murray and the 
announcement of the Dragons’ Glen winner. 
We’ll round o�  the evening with live ceilidh 
music. 

Venue: The Moorings Hotel
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Charles Kennedy  
Lecture 2018
We are delighted to announce that 
Alastair Campbell, a close friend of 
Charles Kennedy, will deliver our 
prestigious annual lecture in memory 
of the former Liberal Democrat leader 
and long-serving Lochaber MP.
The Charles Kennedy lecture has long 
been an informative and inspirational 
evening. Speakers deliver personal 
lectures on topics of their choice that 
they feel strongly about. Past speakers 
have included Baron Jim Wallace, First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon and Lord John 
Thurso.  
The Charles Kennedy 2018 Lecture 
will this year address the importance 
of friendship in dealing with mental 
health and addiction.

ABOUT ALASTAIR CAMPBELL

Mr Campbell, an author and broad-
caster best known for his work as Tony 
Blair’s spokesman and strategist, will 
deliver the prestigious Charles  
Kennedy Lecture on Thursday 15th 
November.  
Mr Campbell, whose father was a Heb-
ridean vet, is a regular visitor to Argyll. 
His friendship with Charles Kennedy 
developed when the Campbell family 
holidayed in the area. 
Mr Campbell, a former ‘Mind Champi-
on of the Year’, is an ambassador for 
the ‘Time to Change’ campaign to raise 

awareness about mental illness. He will 
address the theme of mental illness, 
addiction, and the importance of male 
friendship. 
He said: ‘Charles was a great MP and a 
wonderful man. Both Fiona and I miss 
him hugely, and I am delighted to be 
able to give this lecture and help keep 
his memory alive.’
The lecture will be held at Lochaber 
High School on Thursday 15th Novem-
ber, from 6-8pm. 
Tickets for this event are free but must 
be booked in advance to guarantee a 
place. Please visit www.lochabercham-
ber.co.uk

This event is kindly sponsored by 
Ferguson Transport & Shipping.

Ferguson Transport & Shipping, a 
family-run business since 1959, is now 
proudly one of the largest independent 
integrated road, rail and sea logistic 
companies in the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland. They proudly 
work 24 hours a day and 365 days a 
year to provide modern commercial 
road haulage, port, shipping, rail and 
logistics and warehousing.

Lochaber Ideas Week
 November  
12-16, 2018

Strategically Social:  
Social Media for Customer Care 

Shaping Tourism in Lochaber

As part of Lochaber Ideas Week 
2018, this expert seminar lead by 
Rene Looper of Tuminds Social Media 
agency will take you beyond the 
basics of social media for business. 
Rene will show you the best ways 
to use social media to enhance your 
customer care and create meaningful 
connections with your clients. 
Rene Looper is the managing director 
and founder of Tuminds Social Media 

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce is 
inviting tourism-related businesses 
throughout Lochaber – the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK – and further afield, 
to attend this year’s tourism event as 
part of Lochaber Ideas Week 2018.
The tourism summit will give 
attendees the chance to engage 
with powerful voices in the tourism 
industry.
The event will include a panel of 
expert speakers from the tourism 
industry, including Riddell Graham 
(Visit Scotland), Allan Bulloch (Book-
ing.com), Chris O’Brien (CEO of Nevis 
Range), Chris Taylor (Visit Scotland), 
Marc Crothall of Scottish Tourism 
Alliance and a representative from 
Expedia.
This is also the perfect chance to 
network with other top tourism 
businesses based in Lochaber, and 
indeed the industry experts from 
further afield. You will be able to find 
out about the fantastic experiences 

on offer and have the opportunity to 
make new partnerships.

This event is kindly sponsored by 
Nevis Range. Nevis Range Mountain 
Experience is a year-round attraction, 
home to the UK’s only mountain 
gondola. Located near Fort William, 
they provide a wide variety of 
outdoor activities from skiing and 
snowboarding, to mountain biking, 
and restaurants.

Wednesday 14th November, 9–11am

Thursday 15th November, 1–3pm

Agency. The agency specialises in 
harnessing the power of social media 
for business. They advise businesses 
such as VisitScotland, RBS, National 
Trust for Scotland, Diageo, Balmoral 
Estate, Caledonian Sleeper, Johnstons 
of Elgin and many other companies on 
their social media strategy.
Come along to learn how to make your 
social media work harder and smarter 
for your company. Rene’s seminar will 
look at key digital trends in customer 
care and look at ways that social 
media can help you connect with your 
customers like never before!
No matter what kind of business 
you’re in – from large established 
firms looking to find better ways to 
enhance customer loyalty to new 
start-ups trying to stand out from the 
crowd, learning the best ways to use 
social media is a huge benefit to your 
business. 
We’re delighted to bring you Rene’s 
expert social media insight as part 
of Lochaber Ideas Week. Don’t miss 
your chance to benefit from his social 
media expertise when it’s right here 
on your doorstep. 
The two-hour specialist business 
workshop costs just £25 + VAT and 
could be the best investment in 
training your company ever makes. 
Book your place today at  
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk
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Emergency Action Training (EAT) offer 
vital courses to businesses of all types, 
shapes and sizes. Run by co-directors 
husband and wife team Laura and Paul, 
EAT has established itself as the leading 
local provider of training in first aid, 
health and safety, fire risk, infection 
control and prevention, and Control 
of Substances Hazardous to Health 
(COSHH). 

Laura and Paul met while she was 
serving as commanding officer at 
the Lochaber Sea Cadet Unit, T.S. St 
Christopher and he was serving as 1st 
Lieutenant. They both have a military 
and hospitality background, and have 
extensive experience and knowledge 
in the areas that they teach, exceeding 
national training standards.

Laura tells us: ‘We are not here just to 
teach companies, we want as many 
people as possible to acquire new skills 
and knowledge. In fact we believe that 
some of our courses should be taught 
in all our schools. If you would like to 
learn something new or refresh your 
knowledge you can book a place on 
one of our courses. We would also 

like to invite community groups to 
contact us as we are able to produce 
a course to match your requirements.’ 
EAT is also able to offer PAT Testing to 
landlords and hospitality businesses 
that require this safety certificate for 
their electrical appliances.

Don’t be risky with risk – contact 
Emergency Action Training to help you 
with all your health and safety needs. 
www.emergencyactiontraining.co.uk 

Your building in safe hands

First for First Aid
and Health & Safety Training

We have a great passion for teaching and 
assisting with Health & Safety, with over 35 
years’ experience of event First Aid with the 
World’s largest Humanitarian Organisation, 
having provided cover at numerous large 
and small public events. 
Over 35 years’ experience in Hospitality as 
food handlers and as we have both served 
in the Royal Navy we have real experience of 
firefighting afloat & ashore. 
Using all our real life experiences, we 
teach First Aid, Fire Safety, Food Safety, 
Safer Handling & Safeguarding courses to 
exceed national standards and can assist 
with your Health & Safety Policies, Fire Risk 
Assessments & PAT Testing

emergencyactiontraining.co.uk
Tel 07547 593404

Email sos@emergencyactiontraining.co.uk

Risk Assessments

Health and Safety

Food & AlcoholManual Handling & FireFirst Aid
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An evening of inspiration with 
Eddie the Eagle!
Join us for a brilliant 
evening of inspiration 
from Michael ‘Eddie 
the Eagle’ Edwards, one 
of the UK’s most well-
known and best-loved 
Olympians. Find out 
more about the man 
behind the ski mask and 
the legend that is ‘Eddie 
the Eagle’!
Michael will give a 
motivational talk 
based on his incredible 
experience of fighting to 
compete in the Calgary 
Winter Olympics 1988 
as the UK’s unlikely 
ski-jumper.  
The UK hadn’t entered 
a competitor into ski 
jumping for 60 years, 
but where there’s a 
will there’s a way, and 
Michael earned the 
right to compete in the 
Winter Olympics against 
all the odds...and the 
wishes of the winter 
sports establishment. 
Eddie first represented 

Great Britain at the 1987 
World Championships 
and was ranked 55th 
in the world. This 
performance qualified 
him, as the sole British 
applicant, for the 1988 
Winter Olympics. 
He may not have won 
(he came last) but he 
became the stand-out 
star of the competition 
and a worldwide 
audience took him to 
their hearts because of 
his tenacity, bravery, 
positive attitude and 
good humour. 
At the closing ceremony, 
the President of the 
Olympic Organising 
Committee singled him 
out for his contribution 
to the event, saying, 
“At these Games, some 
competitors have won 
gold, some have broken 
records and some you 
have even soared like an 
eagle.”
His amazing story has 

gone on to inspire a 
whole new generation 
since the 2016 release 
of the smash-hit feel-
good comedy, Eddie 
the Eagle film starring 
Taron Egerton and Hugh 
Jackman. 
Whether you remember 
him well or he’s some-

one you’ve only seen in 
the film, come along to 
this great family-friendly 
event to hear his 
inspirational true story 
of persevering against 
the odds to achieve his 
goal. 
Please book early to 
avoid disappointment 

– visit www.eventbrite.
co.uk to buy your ticket 
online. 
Tickets £15. Children’s 
tickets will be available 
on the door for £6 each 
(cash only) for ages 16 
and under (ID may be 
asked for).
This event is sponsored 

by HWEnergy. 
Renewable heating 
company HWEnergy have 
specialised in the design, 
installation and operation 
of biomass heating 
systems since 2003. 
The company are based 
in Fort William, though 
operates across the UK.

Hear the incredible true story behind the 
legend of the UK’s famous ski-jumper

Unleash your creative potential!

John Paul Hughes

Renowned presenter 
John-Paul Hughes will lead 
a fascinating seminar into 
harnessing creativity and 
innovation to your competi-
tive advantage.

John-Paul is an ‘ideas man’. 
He loves them. Where they 
come from. How to get more 
of them. How to get better 
ones. How to get better ideas 
of out of others. How to 
judge them.

With a multi-award winning 
career creating work for local 
clients and global brands, 
he’s regularly invited to 
talk at events on creativity 
such as AdWeek Europe, 
IAB Festival and corporate 
seminars.

His immersive and interactive 
session will show you:

•  why ideas and creativity 
matter

•  how to recognise them

•  how to use ideas to your 
competitive advantage

•  how to get better at 
generating creative ideas

•  how to avoid the most 
mistakes in advertising

•  the key to unlocking the 
potential for creativity and 
innovation within your 
business

This seminar is for everyone 
in business – whatever 
the industry and whatever 
the type of marketing and 

advertising you do. You’ll be 
inspired to think differently 
about what you do...and how 
you approach your working 
life!

This event is kindly sponsored 
by Marine Harvest Scotland. 
Marine Harvest is one of the 
largest employers in Lochaber 
with 1,250 skilled staff working 
in farming, feed milling, 
processing, and sales. The 
company produces one-third of 
the high-quality Atlantic salmon 
grown in Scotland which is sold 
primarily in the UK but also 
accounts for around 40% by 
value of Scottish food exports. 

‘No one will remember 
what you said or what 
you did, but everyone 
will remember how 
you made them feel.’

MORE ABOUT  
JOHN-PAUL HUGHES
His 15-year advertising career 
has encompassed creative 
agencies and media owners alike, 
including Guardian Media Group, 
Bauer Media, and Communicorp 
UK where he is currently Group 
Creative Director as well as the 
founder of a creative agency.

Venue: The Moorings Hotel 
£25+VAT
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Around Lochaber in 80 Tables:
A fast-paced and fun way to expand your business contacts

Join us at ‘Around Lochaber in 80 
Tables, sponsored by the Lochaber 
Times on Tuesday 13th November 
from 10am-12pm.
This lively, fast-paced event is always 
really beneficial for business and a 
lot of fun. Over the past four years 
Around Lochaber in 80 Tables has 

connected more than 200 businesses 
to new business contacts. This 
structured and fast-paced networking 
event that allows participants 
to interact with each other on 
‘speed-business dates’ where each 
business introduces themselves in a 
couple of minutes.  This type of event 

allows you to make lots of business 
connections in a short amount of 
time. It is a great way to let others 
know who you are and what you are 
looking for, whether new customers 
or clients, business or sales leads. 
You never know what new doors may 
open for you…

Participants are encouraged to bring 
business information, lots of good 
humour and a friendly welcome.
At just £40 + VAT per business table, 
it’s a great value way to expand your 
business contacts in one morning.  
Tables must be booked in advance 
through www.lochaberchamber.co.uk
This event is sponsored by Lochaber 
Times. The Lochaber Times is proud 
to be the area’s biggest-selling 
weekly newspaper, bringing you 
news, views, sport and entertain-
ment 24/7, both in print and online. 
Lochaber Life is the region’s number 
one local lifestyle magazine packed 
with community news, events, local 
stories, photographs and more.

NAVIGATING THE WORLD OF  
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Are you considering taking your 
business international or are just 

interested in what Brexit might mean 
for the UK’s international trade?  

Come along to hear from interna-
tional trade expert Ewan Ramsay on 
the likely possible consequences of 
changes to our trading conditions. 

Plus hear from local companies who 
are already trading internationally on 
their top tips for success in the global 

market. Tuesday 13th November, 
1.30-3.30pm. FREE

High-performance Seminar
Come along to get inspired and get motivated 

More about Don MacNaughton

Don MacNaughton is a widely-recognised con-
sulant, top-selling author, and keynote speaker 
specialising in high performance. A leader in his 
field, Don integrates psychology, leadership skills, 
and talent development to help individuals and 
organisations achieve their highest performance 
levels.

Don is an exceptional communicator whose 
ability to inspire and engage is guaranteed to 
give your people energy and motivation. Donald 
has helped thousands of people in the business, 
corporate, community and education worlds to 
change the way their people think – and act. The 

founder of ‘Zoned in Performance’, Don has a 
long-established reputation for applying the lat-
est thinking in sports psychology, neuroscience, 
and team dynamics to enhance business and 
sporting performance. One such recognisable 
client is the SFA (Scottish Football Association) 
with whom he has worked since 2006 as a coach 
development consultant.

This event is sponsored by Liberty British 
Aluminium. Liberty British Aluminium own and 
operate the UK’s only aluminium smelter here in 
the heart of Lochaber. 

Thursday 15th November, 9-11am,  
The Moorings Hotel. £25+VAT
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Oban Saints pictured in their new polo shirts kindly 
supplied by sponsors D & K La� erty Contractors.
Match Preview and photo: Derek Black

FOOTBALL

HALF MARATHON

Jags make light work 
of Colquhoun in 
Thomson Trophy tie

South Lochaber 
Thistle powered into the 
quarter � nal of the Bobby 
Thomson Memorial 
Trophy with a resounding 
win over Division 3 side 
Colquhoun United.

As � xtures were 
scrapped in the central 
belt due to heavy rain 
and wind warnings, the 
Jags made the trip to 
Bearsden looking to build 
on their positive start 
to the season in which 
they remain unbeaten 
in the league and have 
progressed to the next 
round in two cups.

Colquhoun United  2
South Lochaber Thistle 2

Bobby Thomson Memorial Trophy

The home side started the brighter and took the lead 
after eight minutes after a defensive slip. However, 
Thistle were not to be daunted. The Jags found their 
rhythm and the equalising goal came when manager 
Alan Gray – making his � rst start of the season – played 
a high ball over the top. Stalwart striker Danny 
Mackintosh’s � rst touch bamboozled the defence 
before he buried the ball with aplomb, leveling the 
scores after 32 minutes.

SLT continued to press and got their reward before 
the half time whistle. A cunning free kick from David 
Forbes was passed outside the wall and club captain 
Martin Munro cut in and popped it into the far bottom 
corner.

Still more was to come for the away side as they 
powered to the mid-point of the match. Impish winger 
and penalty specialist Sean Noble took a poor touch 
but it landed nicely for Mackintosh to score his second. 
And his hat trick arrived in the 44th minute when a 
clinical volley from a corner which � ew into the far 
bottom corner of the net.

The Jags refused to let up as the second half pro-
gressed. First the ball dropped invitingly just outside 
the penalty area to left back Barna Tot who ri� ed his 
shot into the net before Mackintosh netted his fourth 
goal of the afternoon to take the score to 6-1.

Although Colquhoun were able to nick a second 
goal, the last � nish of the game came from Forbes who 
scored a lung busting � nish to leave the � nal tally at 
7-2.

The next match for South Lochaber Thistle sees a 
return to league action with another away trip, this 
time to Garscube to take on Westerlands G.G AFC who 
are level on points with SLT in what should be a close 
contest.

Four goal hero Danny 
MacIntosh.

SCOTTISH AMATEUR FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Last Saturday’s results: Scottish Amateur Cup, third 
round – Lowson United (Forfar) 1, Oban Saints; 3 
Premier Division – Rutherglen 1, Dunoon 0; Premier 
Division One – Easthall Star v Campbeltown Pupils, 
postponed; Kings Park Rangers 2, Lochgilphead Red 
Star 0; Premier Division Two – Tarbert v Busby, post-
poned. This Saturday’s � xtures: Premier Division – Oban 
Saints no game; Premier Division One - Lochgilphead 
Red Star v Campbeltown Pupils; Premier Division Two – 
Parkhall v Busby.   

Results and � xtures

Prikulis claims 
victory in Eddie’s 
Half Marathon

Eighty-seven runners were on the start-line for Eddie’s Half Marathon on Sunday. Photographs: Kim Ferguson, Kimages

Almost 90 runners took to 
the start line at Lochaber 
High School last Sunday for 
the 34th Eddie Campbell 
Lochaber Half Marathon.

With a strong showing from 
athletic clubs across the coun-
try, the start line was packed 
with runners as they took o�  
around the 13-mile course 
which took them round the 
towpath of the Caledonian 
Canal at Banavie and back 
again to the school.

In dry but windy condi-
tions, � rst over the � nish line 
was Denis Prikulis of Vegan 
Runners UK who put in an 
impressive time of 01:15:41, 
while the � rst female across 
the line was Lindsey Currie 

of Dumbarton AAC who ran 
the course in 01:25:27.

� ere were plenty of prizes 
on o� er for the various age 
categories and a special Eddie 
Campbell Medal was award-
ed to all competitors.

� e race was run in honour 
of Eddie Campbell, one of 
Lochaber’s most famous 
athletes. Campbell is most fa-
mous for his association with 
Ben Nevis, having been up 
the Munro some 1,200 times 
and competed in the Ben 
Nevis Race for 44 successive 
years before his death in 1996 
at the age of 64.

A former shinty referee 

and a founder member of 
Lochaber Athletic Club, and 
initiator of the Lochaber 
marathon and half marathon 

Denis Prikulis of Vegan Runners UK was the fastest over 
the � nish line on Sunday. 

Lochaber Athletic Club runners putting on a smile on the 
Caledonian Canal towpath route. 

races, Campbell won the Ben 
race � ve times in all, meaning 
he is one of the competition’s 
most proli� c winners.
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Magnificent MacIntyre earns
a place on the European Tour

Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre secured a place on the 
European Tour for 2019.  Photographs: European Challenge Tour.

�e Road to Ras Al Khaimah 
season-long rankings contest 
is a �ercely-fought journey 
across three continents for 
a place in the top 15, and 
European Tour graduation.

Coming through the 
ranks of the Challenge Tour 
in recent years have been 
some of golf ’s most exciting 
young talents, including 
European Tour winners 
Jordan Smith and Dylan 
Frittelli, while world stars 
such as Justin Rose, Martin 
Kaymer, Henrik Stenson, 
Brooks Koepka and Tommy 
Fleetwood all spent their 
formative years on Europe’s 
top development tour.

We can now add to that list 
Oban’s Robert MacIntyre, 
who earned his European 
Card a�er �nishing 12th in 
the order of merit.
 �ree other Scots – Grant 
Forrest, Liam Johnston and 
David Law – also secured 
their European Tour card.

�e �nal event of the 
Challenge Tour held at the 
superb Al Hamra Golf Club 
in the United Aran Emerates 
saw the Glencruitten golfer 
in 13th place in the rankings 
so MacIntyre needed to stay 
in the top 15 to secure his 
European Tour card.

In the �rst round he carded 
a one under par 71 with four 
birdies and three bogeys. 
He then proceeded to card 
a superb six under par 66 
in round two with seven 
birdies and only one bogey. 
�e le� hander then had a 
level par 72 in round three 

The 15 players who secured their European Tour card places for 2019 celebrate after the 
Road to Ras Al Khaimah event in the United Arab Emirates. 

which featured four birdies 
and four bogeys. In the �nal 
round he birdied four holes 
and bogeyed only one for 
a three under par 69 and a 
four round total of 278 - 10 
under par to �nish in joint 
sixth place which meant 
he jumped to 12th place in 
the rankings and secure his 
European Tour place for next 
season.

MacIntyre played 25 
Challenge Tour events being 
pipped in play-o�s at both 
the Finnish and Foshan 
Open.  

MacIntyre said: ‘I couldn’t 
have asked for a better �rst 
season as a professional. 
Graduating from the 
Challenge tour means so 
much to everyone in my 
team.

‘�e hard work from every-
one in the team is the only 
way these things can happen. 
�ey believed in me when I 
started to doubt myself. 

‘I have tried my best to get 
back to everyone who has 
messaged me with congrat-
ulations. I can’t thank every-
one enough for there help 
and support. Big thanks go 
to Glencruitten Golf Club for 
their help over the years, also 
to my caddie Greg Milne and 
coach David Burns.

‘Last, but not least, my 
family, it’s a dream come 
true and a huge team effort 
since the start of this journey.

‘Let’s make 2019 season 
even better.’

Team Scotland heading for the European Tour. Grant Forrest, Liam Johnston, Robert 
MacIntyre and David Law. 
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CYCLING

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Lochaber bowling results
After week two of the Lochaber Building Supplies 10- 
pin bowling leagues at the Nevis Centre in Fort William 
there are three teams at the top of the scratch division 
with the maximum possible 10 points – Alleycats, 
Council and Retrovators. “Old Spice” Girls continue to 
lead the handicap division with the maximum 10 points 
followed by Triple “B”, Alleycats and Council all on eight 
points.

Individually the best scratch games in week two came 
from Brian Johnstone (Alleycats) and Ron Gretton 
(Retrovators) both with 189 – the season high so far. 
Also this week Pam Weller (Alleycats)had a 172. Pam also 
had the top two game scratch series of 328 – the season 
high. Ron Gretton had the top handicap game of 269 
whilst Karen Dean (Triple”B”) had the best two game 
handicap series of 479 – both season highs.

The best team scores of the week came from Alleycats 
who had the top scratch game of 604 and the top two 
game scratch series of 1205 (season high) while Triple 
“B” had the top handicap game of 853 and the top two 
game handicap series of 1679 (both season highs).

Fort William golfers pitch 
in for groundskeeper
Golfers at Fort William Golf Club have clubbed together 
to give the course groundskeeper a special gift in 
recognition of his long-standing service.

Groundskeeper John Deja was gifted an electric bike 
by club members who pitched in to save for the gift. 
Deja has been tending to the greens and fairways at the 
Fort William course for 45 years and his commitment to 
the course was marked at the weekend with a special 
presentation at the clubhouse.

Fort William Golf Club groundskeeper John Deja with 
his electric bike which was presented to him from club 
members as a gift in recognition of his 45 years of 
service. Photo: Abrightside Photography.

TEN PIN BOWLING

LOTTERY

Lochaber club lotteries
This week’s Fort William Golf Club lotto numbers were 6, 
8 and 12. There were no winners this week. The jackpot 
for the draw today (Thursday November 8) will be £700.

Numbers drawn in the Caol Regeneration lotto were 7, 
9 and 14.  There were no winners this week. The prize for 
next week will be £400.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers for this week 
were 9, 11 and 13. Next week’s draw will have a prize of 
£800.

The Caol Community Centre bingo club lotto numbers 
this week were 1, 9 and 10. There were no winners this 
week, so next week’s jackpot is £200.

Wheelers set quick pace 
in Fort to Fort race
�e 27th edition of the annu-
al Fort-to-Fort cycle race took 
place in glorious Lochaber 
sunshine on Sunday October 
28.

�e race followed the 
usual 30-mile route, starting 
from Fort Augustus and 
�nishing in Fort William at 
the Neptune’s Staircase at 
Banavie.

�irty-eight competitors 
took to the start line, includ-
ing the youngest ever by some 
margin. Ruby Clark, Aaron 
Tresidder and Aidan Watson 
were the youngest ever 
competitors to complete the 
race, all supported by parents 
the whole way. Aaron, aged 
seven, completed the event in 
a remarkable three hours and 
�ve minutes.

For the senior women’s race, 
Julie Corner surged to the 
front before the race reached 
Invergarry and never relented 
over the remaining course, 
despite being closely pursued 
by Nix Forster and Nikki 
Sharatt.

�e men’s race was a 
close fought battle between 
several riders, with a lead 
group of David Macdonald, 
Donald Paterson, Andrew 
Macmaster, Stephen Dent 
and Jamie Gall. Donald and 
Jamie both su�ered unlucky 
punctures which took them 
out of the running. Stephen 
had a run of bad luck, includ-
ing a dip in the loch which put 
paid to his chances. �e �nal 
battle between Andrew and 
David went Andrew’s way on 
the �nal climbs and he soloed 
to a well-earned victory.

All entry fees went towards 
fund raising for a Fort 
William pump track and 
bmx facility. �anks to the 
organisers and volunteers for 
another successful event. �e 
next Wheelers race is at Nevis 

Range on Sunday November 
18.

Results (hours:minutes)
1 Andrew MacMaster, 

1:45. 2 David MacDonald, 
1:46. 3 James MacDonald, 
1:52. 4 Ruaridh Wells, 1:53. 5 
Stephen dent, 1:54. 6 Donald 
Paterson, 1:55. 7 Alasdair 
Poll, 1:55. 8 Marie Meldrum, 
1:56. 9 Jamie Gall, 1:57. 10 
Kenny MacAlister, 2:00. 11 
Iain MacDonald, 2:00. 12 
Graeme Corner, 2:01. 13 Paul 
Tebbett, 2:02. 14 Roddy Wells, 
2:07. 15 Gregor Muir, 2:08. 
16 Archie Johnston, 2:08. 
17 David Buckett, 2:10. 18 
Rory Robinson, 2:10. 19 Julie 
Corner, 2:14. 20 Mark Clark, 

2:16. 21 Nix Forster, 2:19. 22 
Nicky Sharratt, 2:26. 23 Ailsa 
Pooleman, 2:27. 24 Fiona 
�ompson, 2:28. 25 Justin 
Swabey, 2:31. 26 Gill Barnes, 
2:37. 27 Andy Rogers, 2:37. 
28 Sorley Swabey, 2:48. 29 

Marian Austin, 2:59. 30 Aaron 
Tresidder, 3:05. 31 Linsay 
Barr, 3:58. 32 Kirstin Heger, 
4:02. 33 Mandy Watson, 4:21. 
34 Aidan Baltrunas, 4:21. 35 
Ruby Clark, 4:21. 36 Stefan 
Baltrunas, 4:21.

Gregor Muir needs a breather at Gairlochy, while Rory Robinson overtakes. 

Kenny McAllister makes light work of the running section. 

Ruby Clark, Aaron Tresidder and Aidan Watson celebrate 
after 30 miles of racing. 
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 8, 
2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 05.46 4.1 12.06 0.7 
 17.55 4.2  **.** *.*
Fri 00.29 0.9 06.19 4.1 
 12.45 0.8 18.27 4.1
Sat 01.04 1.0 06.52 4.1 
 13.22 1.0 19.00 3.9
Sun 01.40 1.1 07.25 4.0 
 13.59 1.3 19.33 3.7
Mon 02.18 1.3 08.01 3.8 
 14.38 1.5 20.07 3.5
Tues 02.59 1.5 08.40 3.6 
 15.23 1.8 20.45 3.3
Wed 03.47 1.8 09.28 3.4 
 16.16 2.0 21.30 3.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and 
a moderate breeze 
Temperatures 
8°C to 11ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and a 
fresh breeze
Temperatures 
8°C to 11ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain showers and a 
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a 
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
7ºC to 10ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

17

11

10

Five goal Forres beat the Fort

Fort William slumped to a 
� ve-goal defeat in their mid-
week � xture away to third-
placed Forres Mechanics last 
Wednesday night.

� e visitors � elded a strong 
starting line-up, including 
a six-man bench, as they 

looked to pick up some 
points in Forres. However, 
the Can Cans were quick to 
extinguish any hopes of a 
Fort William upset as Allan 
Macphee opened the scoring 
for the hosts a� er just four 
minutes.

Liam Taylor then got a 
quick-� re brace in the 15th 
and 18th minute to make it a 
three-goal advantage for the 
home side. � e Fort held out 

for the remainder of the � rst 
half and started the second 
half brightly.

However, Forres mid� elder 
Andy Macrae made it 4-0 
just a� er the hour mark. Less 
than 10 minutes later Macrae 
made it 5-0 with his second 
of the match and secured a 
comfortable victory for the 
Can Cans.

Fort William were due to 
be in action on Saturday but 

their match against Huntly at 
Claggan park was postponed 
due to a waterlogged pitch.

� e Fort were to play 
Clachnacuddin last night 
(Wednesday) at Claggan Park 
but the match took place a� er 
the Lochaber Times went to 
print.

� is Saturday they travel to 
second-placed Fraserburgh 
for another Highland League 
encounter.

Cricket Club win 
fi rst senior trophy
A� er 10 years of trying Fort 
William Cricket Club has 
� nally won its � rst senior 
trophy.

Having won the North of 
Scotland Cricket Association 
reserve league championship 
three times in the recent 
past, the long wait for senior 
silverware was realised this 
year as the club clinched the 
Senior League Plate.

� e plate is awarded to the 
team � nishing top in the low-
er group of the senior league, 
following a split in the league 
at the half way stage of the 
season – similar to the format 
used in Scottish football’s 
Premier League.

Fort William secured the 
trophy with a win in their last 

Kevin O’Meara, Ash 
Anjum, Davy Duncan and 
Colin Lavin of Fort William 
Cricket Club collected the 
Senior League Plate at the 
recent North of Scotland 
Cricket Association awards 
night, above. 

game of the season, beating 
Huntly CC at home. A loss 
in that game would have seen 
Huntly pick up the trophy, 
making it a ‘winner takes all’ 
match.

Ash Anjum, the team 
captain collected the award at 
the annual North of Scotland 
Cricket Association dinner 
and awards night in Nairn 
recently. � e club now look 
forward to more silverware in 
the future.

If anyone wants to join 
FWCC in their push for more 
success next year, then contact 
Kevin O’Meara 07796685242 
or Charlie Luxton 07500 
009075. � anks to LEAP and 
Cobbs restaurant for their 
sponsorships this season.Fort William Cricket Club in action at the BA Club this season. 
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Hyndland          29
Lochaber          24

 Tennent’s West Division 3

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 63

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Cricket Club win � rst 
senior trophy

14-man Lochaber edged 
out at Scotstoun Stadium
Two bonus points provid-
ed scant consolation for 
Lochaber who were unfor-
tunate not to claim victory 
in Glasgow a� er having two 
tries disallowed in the � rst 
half.

� e Banavie side enjoyed 
the rare opportunity to play 
at Scotstoun Stadium, home 
of the Glasgow Warriors, 
on Saturday as they faced 
city-side Hyndland in a tight 
encounter which saw both 
sides score at east four tries.

Hyndland who were coming 
o�  the back of their � rst win 
of the season and were full of 
con� dence and from the kick 
o� , they played with a fast 
tempo using the extra width 
of the pitch well to stretch 
Lochaber’s defence.

Lochaber scrum half Andy Milne spins the ball out to the 
backs.

� is tactic was working 
well for them and they scored 
three tries early on with 
Lochaber barely having any 
possession of the ball. � ings 
then got worse for Lochaber 
as they lost Chris Morrison 
and Paul Mitchell in quick 
succession reducing Lochaber 
to only 14 men.

Lochaber got their � rst score 
a� er some good build up play 
got them into Hyndland’s 22 
for the � rst time. A de�  chip 
over the top saw Hyndland’s 
fullback fumbled the ball 
as it crossed the try line and 
Christopher Simpson was 
there to tap the ball down for 
a Lochaber try, with the con-
version coming back o�  the 
post from a very tight angle.

� e score gave Lochaber 
con� dence and they were 
staring to cause Hyndland 
some problems, with Alasdair 
Davidson throwing their de-
fence into disarray everytime 

he ran at them. From a quick 
ruck 10 meters out right in 
front of the posts, Andy Milne 
passed the ball out right to 
Davidson arriving at pace. He 
passed the � rst defender and 
o�  loaded the ball in the next 
tackle to William Stewart 
who was tackled just short of 
the line but was able to stretch 
out to get the ball down on 
the line for Lochaber’s second 
score.

Hyndland were not done 
however, and scored a further 
two tries towards the end of 
the � rst half to make it 29-10 
at half time. � e Lochaber 
coaches were blunt about 
needed to be adressed in the 
half-time break and the team 
came out eager to get a result 
from the match, despite being 
a man down.

Lochaber looked to have got 
their third try from a quick 
tap penalty that saw James 
Young cross the line, but 
the referee wasn’t ready and 
brought it back for the pen-
alty. Young again passed it to 
Angus Jenkins who had lined 
up a gap in Hyndland’s de-
fence but the referee adjudged 
the ball had gone forwards.

From the resulting scrum, 
Lochaber won back posses-
sion, despite only having 
seven in the pack and got 
their third try when the ball 
was passed out to Simpson 
who scored under the posts to 
leave an easy conversion for 
Jonathan McCook.

� e second half was all 
Lochaber with Hyndland not 
able to mount any real attack-
ing plays. Lochaber got their 
four try and a four-try bonus 
point when Matt Murray 
crossed the line with McCook 
converting.

� e � nal 10 minutes of the 
game saw Lochaber camped 
in Hyndland’s 22 pushing for 
the try that would level the 
game.

However, Hyndland’s 
defence held up against 
the barrage of attacks and 
they managed to eke out a 
� ve point victory. Lochaber 
picked up a losing bonus 
point to add to their try bonus 
point, meaning they overtook 
Cowal and Birkmyre in the 
league to move up to third 
place.

Lochaber travel away again 
next week to Shawlands with 
an early kick o�  of 12.30pm 
due to Scotland playing at 
home to Fiji at 2.30pm.

Lochaber centres link up as Chris 
Simpson o�  oads to Jonathan 
McCook.  

Davidson takes on Hyndland 
defence. Photographs: David Whyte

AT LAST. The hearing aid
that thousands have wanted
is now available.

Alta2 Pro is a totally invis-
ible hearing aid when worn. It
offers pensioners the opp-
ortunity to defy hearing loss
by compensating for your
individual hearing loss, in
all situations, day and night.

Nobody can see it because

it fits snugly and comfortably
in your ear canal and uses
the ear’s natural acoustics
for natural sound quality.

Everything works auto-
matically. There are no
controls to worry about 
so there’s no need to 
keep fiddling about and
adjusting settings.

You can start enjoying life

again as you concentrate on
hearing, rather than thinking
about your hearing aid.

Alta2 Pro continuously
analyses incoming sounds
and adapts to each individual
situation so you always get
the best hearing possible.
Even in background noise.

When speech and
conversation sounds are

detected the sound is
automatically increased at
different frequencies so you
hear and understand it
clearly, not just loudly.

You get all the benefits
you want in a digital
hearing aid without the
obvious sign that you are
using one as it’s completely
invisible in most ears.

For your free Alta2 Pro
information pack simply
complete the coupon or call
the freephone number.

Please post me free & without obligation full details of the
Alta2 Pro hearing aid.   � Tick if pensioner.

Mr/Mrs/Miss                First Name                                              

Surname                                                                                                

Address                                                                                                

                                                                                                

                                 Postcode                                                                                          

Tel No                                                                                         
Phone or send coupon today (NO STAMP REQUIRED) to:
Freepost RTKE-UJBU-EYSU, Hidden Hearing Ltd, 
Medway Street, Maidstone ME14 1HL GBSA5059

Pensioners go berserk for new hearing aid

FREEPHONE
0800 

740 8680

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

We never sell your personal data and only share data as set out in our privacy policy. Hidden Hearing cares about your privacy. For more information please see our privacy policy at www.hhppuk.co.uk

Please quote ref: GBSA5059
www.invisiblehearingaidsuk.co.uk
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