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Serving the west since 1861

Parking ‘stitch-up’ fury
‘It’s a stitch-up,’ say Mull and 
Iona communities which are 
refusing to co-operate with 
Argyll and Bute Council’s in-
quiry into the parking charges 
disaster that led to a public 
apology from its top executive 
and the plans being scrapped.

Islanders are accusing 
the council of putting up a 
‘spectacular smokescreen’ to   
hide its ‘misguided attempt 
to in� ict punitive parking 
charges’ on them.

� e communities are refus-
ing to work with the council’s 
internal inquiry into the park-
ing charge � asco because the 
same council o�  cials and spe-
ci� c councillors responsible 
for the ‘� awed’ management 
exercise would be carrying  
out a review of their own work 
– and that would ‘completely 
absurd’, says Adrian Stephens 
of Mull Community Council.

‘� is is a spectacular 
smokescreen and a stitch-up. 
It is completely absurd. How 
can councillors and sta�  at 
all levels who got it so badly 
wrong possibly have any 
involvement in, let alone be in 
charge of, a review into their 
own failures?’ he said.

� e decision on how to 

take the review forward was 
voted on by area committee 
members.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘It would 
be very disappointing if they 
turned down this opportunity 
to work with us for the bene� t 
of Mull and Iona. We would 
welcome their input, and our 
invitation to get involved 
remains open to them.’

A letter has now been sent to 
the council’s chief executive, 
Cleland Sneddon, demanding 
an external inquiry led by ‘a 
competent neutral individual’.

Campaign
‘We are ready to agree terms 

of reference and help the 
council to turn this nightmare 
into a positive legacy,’ said Joe 
Reade from the Mull and Iona 
Ferry Committee.

� e parking charge propos-
al, dropped a� er a nine-month 
sustained campaign by resi-
dents and businesses, would 
have seen huge fees imposed at 
the island’s lifeline ferry ports 
of Craignure and Fionnphort, 
and at Tobermory.

Islanders argued Argyll and 
Bute had not consulted them, 
had no understanding of their 
circumstances and was apply-
ing to fragile island commu-
nities a proposal designed for 
busy mainland towns.

In July, lawyers acting for the 
island communities advised 
the council its handling of the 
parking charges was wrong 
and unlawful. Mr Sneddon 
himself described it as ‘a 
� awed exercise’.

Shiona Ruhemann, convener 
of Iona Community Council, 
said campaigners never 
wanted to be in con� ict with 
the council and had given Mr 
Sneddon a chance ‘to be as 
good as his word’.

‘But the council needs a 
complete overhaul of its sys-
tems, processes and culture 
so it listens to its communities 
and makes informed, respon-
sible decisions. � e council 
o�  cers, the � ve area commit-
tee councillors, and the Audit 
and Scrutiny Committee, 
who caused this painful mess, 
cannot deliver those lessons,’ 
she said.

Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell said: ‘An 
independent inquiry is the 
only way to restore any sort 
of trusting relationship 
between the communities 
and those who are meant to 
have their best interests at 
heart, and I wholeheartedly 
support the people of Mull 
and Iona in their demand for 
one. Anything less will be a 
whitewash.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Poppy-ready pupils at Easdale Primary School will be taking part in the island’s 
Remembrance commemorations next month. To read more about their special Act 
of Remembrance and how they plan to mark the � rst anniversary of the signing of 
the Armistice, turn to page � ve.

Pupils’ poppy tribute to the fallen
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A man who climbed up a 
drainpipe to get into his 
partner’s � at then held a 
blade against his own chest, 
has appeared at Oban Sheri�  
Court (pictured).

Duncan Lawson, 40, of 5 
Coe Gardens, Oban, was 
ordered to carry out 200 
hours of unpaid community 
work within 12 months, be 
under the supervision of the 
social work department for 
one year and was also banned 
for a further 12 months from 
entering Longsdale Terrace in 
Oban.

� e former � shing boat 
skipper ‘never had any inten-
tion of causing harm to any-
one’ said his solicitor Kevin 

McGuinness. � e court heard 
Lawson and his then partner 
had both been drinking in 
Oban pubs on September 15 
this year but appeared to have 
fallen out.

She went home later that 
night and had been watching 
TV when she became aware 

that Lawson was in her room. 
He had climbed up the drain-
pipe, on to her balcony and 
came through the door.

He started shouting and 
swearing, demanding she 
give him alcohol.

He then took several cans of 
lager into the kitchen and got 
a knife. 

Lawson held the three-inch 
blade to his own chest, shout-
ing: ‘It’s all your fault. You’re 
getting it too.’

He then went back onto the 
balcony with the lager and 
knife and his partner took the 
opportunity to shut the door, 
trapping him outside.

� e police were called and 
when o�  cers arrived it took 

two hours to get him to safety.
Mr McGuiness said Lawson 

was heavily under the in� u-
ence of alcohol at the time and 
was ‘deeply embarrassed and 
appalled’ by his behaviour.

He added: ‘It’s not some-
thing he’s proud of, that the 
community knows about this 
and has been talking about it.’

Lawson, who previously ad-
mitted behaving in a threat-
ening or abusive manner, 
expressed gratitude to the 
police that the incident came 
to an end without any harm.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes told 
Lawson if he did not follow 
the orders made, they would 
be revoked and he would have 
to serve a custodial sentence.

Drunk man held 
knife to own chest

Oban man admits having 
indecent images on phone
An Oban man has admitted 
to possessing indecent imag-
es of children.

Kevin Raymond Hobbs 
of 11 Cro�  Avenue, Oban, 
pleaded guilty when he ap-
peared in Oban Sheri�  Court 
on Tuesday October 22.

Procurator � scal Kevin 
Docherty told the court 
that, a� er examining the 
31-year-old’s phone, 4,297 
indecent images were found, 
all of which were classed as 
Category C, the least severe.

Mr Docherty said the child 
exploitation images were 
predominantly of female 
children between the ages of 
nine and 15.

Mr Docherty said: ‘� e 
accused was detained. He 
was asked about a photo-
graph which showed a very 
young girl posing in a sexual 
manner. He said he vaguely 
remembered the photograph, 

but could not remember 
which site he took it from.’
Hobbs was cautioned and 
charged.

A� er making inquiries, po-
lice unearthed the indecent 
images when they searched 
his home on January 31, 2019 
and seized a number of devic-
es. In particular a Samsung 
mobile phone was found in 
the accused’s bedroom, for 
which Hobbs produced the 
pass code. Following a full 
examination of the phone, 
more than 4,000 indecent 
images were discovered.

Sheri�  � omas Ward told 
Hobbs that he had pleaded 
guilty to a serious charge 
and deferred sentencing until 
December 4 in order for the 
court to obtain reports.

He was released on bail 
and made subject to the no-
ti� cation requirement of the 
Sexual O� ences Act.

Remember, remember the 
� � h of November 2011, when 
all the � reworks were mis-
takenly let o�  at once and the 
Oban Community � reworks 
display lasted one minute 
instead of 30 minutes?

Well that couldn’t possibly 
happen again, could it?

Bid4Oban is promising 
the town the ‘biggest 
� reworks display ever’ on 
Tuesday November 5, thanks 

to a £6,000 Heart of the 
Communities funding boost 
from Scottish Sea Farms.

And Bid’s Andrew Spence 
admits that, ‘when you are 
dealing with so many � re-
works, who knows what can 
happen’.

He said: ‘Oban made the 
national headlines in 2011 
and, hopefully, for all the right 
reasons, this year’s event will 
be equally spectacular.’

� is year’s November 5 
celebrations will take place 
at 7pm for 7.30pm, when the 

� reworks will be set o�  from 
the Northern Lighthouse 
Board Pier.

‘� e best views will be from 
the esplanade and North Pier,’ 
added Mr Spence. ‘We would 
urge people to stay safe and 
view the display from town.’

Adding to the evening, 
the Oban FM roadshow will 
be in Station Square, where 
soup and burgers will also be 
available.

Funded jointly by Oban 
Business Improvement 
District (Bid4Oban) and 

Scottish Sea Farms, the event 
is also supported by Northern 
Lighthouse Board, Argyll 
and Bute Council and the 
Auxiliary Coastguard.

� ere will also be a � reworks 
and bon� re night in Dunbeg 
on Saturday November 2, 
which is organised by the 
community. Proceeds from 
the event will go to Oban 
High School Pipe Band.

� e bon� re will be lit at 7pm 
at Lochnell Road car park in 
the village.

� ere will be a ra�  e, burger 

and bottle stalls, the Oban FM 
roadshow, with Mickey and 
Minnie Mouse, and Peppa Pig 
all in attendance.

Last year, the event raised 
£3,550 for a three-year-old 
Dunbeg boy diagnosed with 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia.

OBANG! Here we go again...

The � reworks display is sure to be a fantastic event.

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Residential Property
Home Reports • Valuations • Energy Reports
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POLICE FILES
 About 10.10pm on 
Thursday October 24, at a 
licensed premises in Oban, 
two men, aged 26 and 27, 
were allegedly assaulted. 
A 40-year-old man was 
arrested, charged and 
released to attend court at a 
later date.
 Between 9am and noon 
on Wednesday October 
23 outside Lorn Medical 
Centre, Soroba Road, Oban, 
a black Nissan Qashqai had 
a rear nearside panel and 
bumper damaged. Police are 
investigating.
 About 11.30pm on Friday 
October 25, in Soroba Lane, 
Oban, an external house 
door was damaged by 
being dented and having 
paintwork damaged. Police 
are investigating.
 About 10.45pm on 
Saturday October 26 a man 
was allegedly assaulted 
in Airds Crescent, Oban. A 
41-year-old man was later 
traced and charged and a 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.
 About 12.50am on 
Saturday October 27, a 
disturbance was reported at 
a block of � ats in Stevenson 
Street, Oban. A 25-year-old 
man was allegedly abusive, 

resisted arrest and obstruct-
ed police o�  cers. He was 
charged and a report will be 
submitted to the � scal.
 About on 10.50pm 
Saturday October 26, in High 
Street, Oban, a 28-year-old 
woman allegedly breached 
bail conditions by being 
in the company of a man. 
She was arrested and 
charged and a report will be 
submitted to the � scal.
 About 9.30am on Sunday 
October 27, a three-vehicle 
road crash occurred on the 
A85 near to the entrance 
to Poppies Garden Centre, 
Oban. As a result of police 
enquiries, a man, 48, was 
charged with alleged 
careless driving and a report 
will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
 About 10.50am on 
Sunday October 27, on the 
A85 in Taynuilt, a motorist 
was stopped for allegedly 
exceeding the speed limit. 
The 44-year-old male driver, 
was charged and a report 
submitted to the � scal.
 If anyone has information 
in relation to the above, or 
to any incident, call your 
local Police Station on 101, 
or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Northern Lighthouse Board 
(NLB) is coming on board 
with this year’s Oban Winter 
Festival when two whole days 
of family fun are in the o�  ng.

NLV Pole Star will be 
open to visitors on Saturday 
November 16 and Sunday 
November 17, from 10am to 
noon and 1pm to 4pm, each 
day. � e team has also been 
busy clearing out the buoy 
store which will host live 
music and stalls from 10am 
to 4pm on both days.

NLB is the general light-
house authority responsible 
for the operation of light-
houses and marine naviga-
tion aids around the coasts of 
Scotland and the Isle of Man. 
Pole Star and NLV Pharos are  
both based in Oban where 
technical operations are 
carried out.

Base manager Ewen 

Mackerchar said: ‘NLB is de-
lighted to be part of the 2019 
Winter Festival. � e team 
in Oban has been working 
hard both on and o�  the ship 
and is looking forward to 
welcoming people of all ages 
on board.

‘As well as hosting the open 
day, NLB has cleaned up two 
buoys and a load of lanterns 
to help light up the streets 
and shops during the festival. 

It’s great to be involved.’
Construction of buoys and 

beacons is also carried out at 
the the town’s workshops. 

Captain Michael Smith 
said: ‘We love coming into 
Oban. � e NLB has a long 
tradition with the town and 
everywhere we go people rec-
ognise the logo on our shirts 
and stop to chat.

‘� e crew are looking 
forward to getting involved 

more through the festival. It 
should be a fun weekend and 
we look forward to welcom-
ing the community on board.’

Organisers of the Winter 
Festival are reminding all 
those who plan to enter the 
food competitions that they 
must have their entry forms 
in by November 8.

Pick up a form from West 
Coast Motors, 17 Queen’s 
Park Place, Oban, or down-
load a copy from the Winter 
Festival website, obanwinter-
festival.com

Oban Winter Festival will 
run from Friday to Sunday 
November 15 to 24, with 
events also taking place on 
St Andrew’s Day, Saturday 
November 30.

Festive fun as NLB 
opens up to Oban

Captain Michael Smith, 
centre, and his crew look 
forward to welcoming 
members of the communi-
ty on board.

01397 874000 www.whc.uhi.ac.uk
West Highland College UHI is a Company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

Drop in and �nd out what you 
can study locally
@West Highland College UHI
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Duror sailor 
gears up 
for special 
challenge
Five intrepid sailors are 
gearing up to undertake 
an extraordinary sailing 
challenge to raise funds 
for Children in Need.

Experienced skipper 
Joey Gough of Duror and 
four similarly competent 
sailors will set o�  on 
November 8 to sail non-
stop around the island of 
Mull, weather permitting, 
until November 15 in 
Joey’s yacht, Tangle o’ the 
Isles.

� e Tangle team 
challenge mirrors the 
timing of � e BBC’s 
RickShaw Challenge and 
Joey said they hoped to 
raise a signi� cant amount 
for Children in Need.

During the circumnav-
igation, the team will be 
regularly streaming video 
reports accessible via the 
website and the yacht will 
be trackable on AIS.

More information on 
www.tangleotheisles.com

Youngsters on Easdale and 
Luing are turning the clocks 
back 100 years as a special act 
of remembrance.

Next month pupils from 
both schools will be recreat-
ing a scene from November 
11, 1919, when all the children 
at Easdale School were taken 
into the upper room to have 
the King’s message read and 
explained to them.

� e school log shows that at 
11am, the 23 pupils all stood 
to attention for a two-minute 
silence before singing the 
National Anthem and going 
back to lessons.

Classes were dismissed at 
2pm that day acting on in-
structions from the chairman 
of the school management 
committee.

On Monday November 11 

this year, lessons will not be 
� nishing early but the chil-
dren will be joined by mem-
bers of the Easdale Branch of 
the Royal British Legion.

As part of the Act of 
Remembrance, the children 
will be reading out the names 
of the men recorded on the 
Kilbrandon War Memorial.

� e week before, children 
will be welcoming visits from 
Easdale RBL member Colonel 
Tim Sinclair and hearing 
stories from historian Helen 
Glennie about the fallen 
heroes from Seil.

Taking part in the anni-
versary remembrance � ts 
in with pupils’ global citi-

zenship work, encouraging 
them to con� dently help 
build a sustainable world for 
future generations to come, 
said principal teacher Mairi 
Wright.

On Sunday November 10, 
Easdale RBL will also be re-
membering fallen comrades 
by placing poppy crosses 
on the Commonwealth 
War graves at old Balvicar 
Cemetery, mustering at the 
gates at 10am.

Muster for the act of re-
membrance at Kilbrandon 
War Memorial will then be 
at 10.45am with two minutes’ 
silence and the laying of 
wreaths at 11am.

A� er that, at 11.30am, 

there will be a service at 
Kilbrandon Church with cof-
fee and fellowship to follow.

Easdale’s headmaster Neil 
MacDougall was granted 
leave of absence by his bosses 
on November 2, 1915, to go to 
England and take up military 
duties before returning three 
years later on April 14, 1919, 
to pick up his post – that 
same year, on August 12, the 
school was given an extra 
week’s holiday to celebrate 
peacetime.

� e Oban Times records 
Lieutenant MacDougall 
also became President of 
the Easdale branch of � e 
Comrades of the Great War 
– the forerunner to the Royal 
British Legion. 

Easdale pupils aim to 
recreate Armistice Day

Easdale branch of the Royal 
British Legion standard 
bearer Donny Reynolds 
paid a visit to Easdale 
Primary School this week. 
16_T44_easdale01-remembrance
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Oban Gaelic Choir enjoys home celebration

Oban venue applies to create covered balcony

Oban Gaelic Choir relived 
the glory of its Mod win by 
celebrating the occasion with 
family, friends and cake, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

Monday night’s party at � e 
Royal Hotel gave the choir 
members another chance 
to re� ect on their success at 

Glasgow’s Royal Concert Hall 
when they topped the prestig-
ious area choirs competition 
to bring home the Lovat and 
Tullibardine Shield for the 
second time this decade – the 
shield last went on show in 
Oban a� er their 2015 win in 
Inverness.

Choir conductor Sileas 
Sinclair said they would be 
back next year ‘to try again’.

Oban Community Council 
also sent its congratulations 
to the choir from its monthly 
meeting on Monday. 

Oban will host Scotland’s 
largest Gaelic festival in 2023.

A covered terrace could be 
constructed at � e View in 
Oban if the proposal is given 
council approval.

A planning application has 
been submitted to renovate 
the former Skipinnish Ceilidh 
House building.

Daniel MacIntyre, one of 

three directors, attended the 
Oban Community Council 
meeting on Monday night to 
‘put a face to the application’.

He said the plan was to 
take the front windows back 
to make space for a balcony.
He added that the main hall, 
which has a capacity of 550, 

was too big and they hoped 
to divide it into three spaces, 
which could be used inde-
pendently. Mr MacIntyre also 
mentioned installing a kitchen 
and said he would discuss 
installing a stairli� . � e appli-
cation has received two letters 
of support and one objection.

Oban Gaelic Choir celebrates its Mod 2019 win with a party and cake. 16_T44_obangaelicchoir-01

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Dates set 
for Oban’s 
Remembrance 
Day events
Oban will remember the 
fallen with a remembrance 
parade on Sunday November 
10.

�e parade will leave the 
Corran Halls at 10.30am 
and the service will begin 

at 10.50am at the Esplanade 
War Memorial, with dep-
uty lord-lieutenant Neil 
Matheson leading the wreath 
laying.

�ere was some con-
cern about this year’s 
Remembrance Day a�er the 
Oban branch of the Royal 
British Legion Scotland, 
which organised the previous 
events, closed earlier this 
year.

However, Oban Sea Cadets 
and councillor Jim Lynch 

came to the rescue to organ-
ise the 2019 service.

On top of the parade on 
November 10, there will be 
two additional services at the 
Garden of Remembrance on 
George Street.

�e �rst will take place on 
Friday November 8 at 3pm, 
which will be led by Reverend 
Peter Park, with the cadets in 
attendance.

�e second service 
will be held on Monday 
November 11, led by 

Reverend Ian MacFarlane. 
Remembrance crosses will be 
provided by the organisers 
and everyone is invited to 
attend.

Poppyscotland tins are also 
available and anyone who 
would like to display one in 
their business is asked to get 
in touch with Petty O�cer 
Rab Neil on 07876 697 415.

For more information on 
the parade itself, contact 
Reverend Peter Park on 01631 
565849.

�is Christmas people in and 
around Oban can have cards 
delivered cheaper than sec-
ond class post while helping a 
young people’s organisation.

For the �rst time in more 
than �ve years, the 1st Argyll 
Scouts will be operating the 
renowned Scout Post service.

�is will see Christmas 
cards being delivered to Oban, 
Dunbeg and Kilmore for 40 
pence.

Outgoing Scout leader Je� 
Anderson said: ‘We see it as a 
service for the people of Oban 
as well as a fundraiser for us. It 
is good for the Scout commu-
nity as it gets the parents and 
kids together and it is good for 
the wider community, which 
is part of the Scout ethos 

– to help the community.’ 
�e Oban Scout Post stopped 
in 2014 due to a lack of leaders, 
which resulted in the group it-
self having a hiatus for almost 
a year in 2017.

But a�er a surge of volun-
teers coming forward, the club 
has been rejuvenated and in a 
position to deliver letters in 
time for Christmas.

Scout Post boxes will be 
placed in Oban Tesco, Albany 
Stores, Jackson’s Butchers, 
Oban Cycles, �e Original 
Factory Shop, and Dunbeg 
Stores.

�e closing date to drop o� 
post will be on December 11 
at 5pm, which will then be 
sorted and delivered from 
December 9 to 14.

Get your post delivered 
by Scouts this Christmas

A woman kicked a police 
o�cer and threw a box at 
another when they turned 
up to investigate a domestic 
incident at her family home.

Police called at Caroline 
Barclay’s address at Westwind, 
Connel, a�er her husband 
contacted them for advice, 
Oban Sheri� Court heard last 
week. Barclay’s drinking had 
degenerated into an ‘unpleas-
ant scene’, the court was told. 

She had been behaving 
abusively to her partner 
between August 6 and August 
7 this year but had fallen into 
a drunken sleep during that 
time before waking to contin-
ue. Some of her behaviour was 
recorded on a mobile phone, 
and during that time she also 
kicked a door.

Barclay’s behaviour contin-
ued in the presence of two po-
lice o�cers and her aggression 
turned towards them.

‘�e police not surprisingly 
had little patience with that 
behaviour and arrested her,’ 
said procurator �scal Kevin 
Docherty.

Barclay pleaded guilty to 
behaving in a threatening and 
abusive manner to her hus-
band and also to assaulting 
the two police o�cers.

�e court also heard that 
on September 14 Barclay 
breached bail conditions set 
on August 8 by buying and 
drinking alcohol.

�at day she had gone to 
work, opened up the premises 
and then le� without saying 
where she was going. She later 
turned up at the police station 

to admit she had consumed 
alcohol and was arrested.

Barclay’s solicitor Eddie 
�ornton said the 46-year-old 
had been of previous excellent 
character but had been strug-
gling unsuccessfully with a 
serious alcohol problem and 
‘things would be far worse if 
it had not been for the support 
of her husband and other 
family members’.

�e reason she had been 
allowed back home a�er the 
domestic incident was that 
her husband made it clear he 
wanted her home.

But the evening before the 
bail breach, she had spent time 
with another family member 
who also has a drink issue.

Barclay had gone to work the 
next morning but realised she 
had reached ‘an all-time low,’ 
said Mr �ornton, who added: 
‘She asked her husband to take 
her to the police station and 
that led to her spending the 
weekend in custody.’

�ings had moved on since, 
he said. ‘Positive steps have 
been taken with help from 
her family and GP. She now 
regularly attends a group 
where her drinking will be 
addressed and she tells me 
since the breach of bail she has 
not drunk alcohol. �ese are 
small steps in a long journey,’ 
Mr �ornton added.

Sheri� Patrick Hughes 
deferred Barclay’s sentence 
for three months, requesting a 
good behaviour report and to 
hear from her GP and support 
service Addaction. Bail was 
continued.

Wife’s abusive 
behaviour recorded 
on mobile phone
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Sca� olding has gone up in-
side historic St Conan’s Kirk 
as specialist electricians 
start to shed new light on 
some of the church’s previ-
ously hidden gems.

Towers of sca� olding have 
� lled the church’s nave and 
south aisle reaching 40�  
up to the timber ceiling so 
lights can be installed along 
the high-up ledges, illumi-
nating carvings and other 
features that have been lost 
in the shadows until now.

� e work means visitors 
have no or limited access to 
the inside of the kirk from 
now until November 15 for 
health and safety reasons, says 
Friends of St Conan’s Kirk 
chairman Peter Hennessy, but 
the grounds are still open.

� e lights will also be 
illuminating the recently 
restored gates to the tombs 
of the church’s designer 
and builder Walter Douglas 
Campbell and his sister 
Helen. � e wooden ceiling 
will also be lit up.

Money from the LEADER 
EU Rural Development 

Fund has paid for half of 
the lighting programme at 
£20,000 – the other half was 
match funded by the Friends 
of St Conan’s.

� e old brass chandeliers   
above the pews have also 
been removed and sent away 
to be cleaned and rewired 
before being reinstalled.

Let there be more light at kirk
by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

A tiny community is asking 
for help to bolster a bid to own 
a piece of ancient woodland.

Inverawe Community 
Association  is appealing for 
people to sign up as mem-
bers so it can get Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (SCIO) status 
and  buy 15 acres, o�  the 
A85, from Forestry and Land 
Scotland.

� ere are around 30 people 
living full-time in Inverawe 
and so far 22   have joined in 
support but more bodies are 
needed to add weight to the 
plan, says the association’s 
chairman John Bergant.

Mr Bergant, who has 
compiled a 55-page business 
plan spanning three years to 
satisfy SCIO regulators and 
potential funders, hopes his 
appeal for more members will 

reach others who are willing 
and able to back the venture.

� e group, with an o�  cial 
constitution, has a committee 
in post with membership   
opened up to anyone living 
in the Taynuilt Community 
Council area, stretching 

out as far as Dalavich and 
Kilchrenan.

‘We need more members 
to help get SCIO status 
but it is proving di�  cult 
because we’re such a small 
community. 

‘So far we have 22 but we’re 

Ownership bid for Inverawe 
woodland taking shape

hoping people from the  wider 
area will want to get involved.

‘We’re particularly looking 
for people who will also be 
able to help us maintain the 
land  if it eventually becomes 
ours,’ said Mr Bergant.

Inverawe Smokehouse has 
already pledged support but 
help from other businesses 
would also be welcome.

Mature beeches and oaks 
are just some of the species 
that cover the tree-� lled land 
that has been in the Scottish 
Government agency’s 
ownership for about half a 
century. 

� ere are also   Scottish 
pines, rowans and holly trees 

on the site that is home to 
red squirrels. If the com-
munity gains ownership, 
work will include clearing 
scrub, getting rid of invasive 
rhododendrons   and freeing 
up some paths that have 
been blocked by fallen trees, 
putting up signs to stop 
littering by visitors and pos-
sibly draining a boggy area 
where the land dips into the 
bottom of a valley so people 
can cross more easily. 

A small stretch of land 
right along the riverbank, 
where people have � shing 
rights, would not be included 
in the sale.

Thankful
Mr Bergant said the as-

sociation was thankful for 
the support it had already 
had from Rebecca Carr at 
Forestry and Land Scotland 
and also from Kirsten Logue, 
a development manager 
with Highland and Islands 
Enterprise, guiding them 
through the application to 
get SCIO recognition and to 
apply for funding from the 
Scottish Land Fund.

To qualify for funding, the 
association needs to have � ve 
per cent of the woodland’s 
valuation.

‘We’ve got the � ve per cent 
from members’ contributions 
already, although we’d need 

to do more fundraising for 
the upkeep of the land and 
any costs that would come 
with owning it, including 
public liability insurance be-
cause access would be open to 
everyone,’ added Mr Bergant.

‘We’re still going through 
the application process to be 
a SCIO.

‘We’re hoping to get it away 
in the next week or so and 
then we’ll just have to wait to 
hear back from them,’ he said.

If the land went on the open 
market it would be signi� -
cantly more expensive, but 
Mr Bergant said SLF was keen 
for it to be in community 
hands.

‘� e idea of community 
ownership is that we can keep 
it as it is; no one wants to see 
it developed. 

‘If it was sold on the open 
market, we’d have no control 
over what happened to it and 
we don’t want that,’ he added.

‘� ere are little paths 
through the trees that the 
community has used for 
generations. 

‘If it becomes ours, it would 
all be be in safe-keeping for 
generations to come.’

Anyone interested in 
joining should contact Mr 
Bergant on 01866 822476 or 
email him at john.b.bergant@
btinternet.com

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Inverawe 
Community 
Association’s 
John Bergant 
is appealing 
for more 
members 
to back its 
woodland 
ownership 
quest.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Cairngorm will be
with you from conception,
through construction, to completion
of your home improvement project.

 It is the best investment we have
ever made, we are absolutely

delighted with the end product and
can’t fault Cairngorm at all!   

Mr & Mrs Jones, Latheron
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Hallowe’en and 
� reworks fun!
Happy Hallowe’en everyone, 
I hope you’re all set with 
your apples and sweeties 
ready for the guisers.  

I’m looking forward to 
hearing some bad jokes, I 
love the jokes the kids tell 
– some are the same as the 
ones I used to tell myself and 

I still laugh at them. Next 
Tuesday is also one of my 
favourite events, the Oban 
Bay Fireworks Display.

I love � reworks when 
they’re part of an organised 
display and this one prom-
ises to be extra special. � e 
thought of a burger from 

Dougie Dan’s van in Station 
Square beforehand followed 
by a hot chocolate and 
cupcake from the Oban SWI 
stall, dinner followed by 
entertainment, is a perfect 
night out.  Part of the enter-
tainment will be provided by 
Oban FM with its new PA 
system and newly decorated 
trailer, which looks fantastic.

A� er Hallowe’en and 
the � reworks it’s time to 

look forward to the Winter 
Festival, which is looking 
superb from everything 
I’ve seen and heard so far.  
I especially enjoy the late 
night opening and usually 
manage to do a fair bit of my 
Christmas shopping, helped 
along by the odd mulled 
wine on o� er.  

It’s so good to have all this 
ahead of us at this time of 
year when it gets so cold and 

dark – it entices us to venture 
out when normally we’d stay 
by the � re. It’s much nicer to 
socialise and do things as a 
community, bringing people 
together and celebrating the 
seasons rather than dread-
ing them.

� e photograph last week 
was taken from outside 
Specsavers looking across 
the street. I didn’t venture 
too far for this week’s one.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Let there be more light at kirk

Woman guilty of nuisance calls

Workshop to help ease anxiety

A Tiree woman who ‘made a 
complete nuisance of herself ’ 
by making unnecessary and 
rambling phone calls to a 
GP practice and its sta�  has 
appeared at Oban Sheri�  
Court.

Margaret McKillop Fer-
guson Erroch Bell of 30 Pier 
View, Scarnish, previously 
pleaded guilty to behaving 
in a threatening or abusive 
manner likely to cause a rea-
sonable person fear or alarm 
between November 30, 2016 
and June 20, 2018, by making 
a number of calls, both in and 
out of surgery hours, with 
matters that were not of a 
medical nature and by doing 
that denied others of medical 

assistance if they had needed 
it – the charge also included 
her breaching the peace on a 
number of occasions.

Procurator � scal Kevin 
Docherty described the calls 
as ‘unnecessary and ram-
bling’ and said Bell had made 
a nuisance of herself.

Solicitor Kevin 
McGuinness said his client 
expressed ‘deep regret’ and 
that alcohol had played a 
major factor.

� e 67-year-old had her 
sentence deferred for six 
months for supplementary 
social work reports and   
good behaviour reports with 
time to adhere to her mental 
health plan.

A workshop in Oban this 
Sunday will help people 
transform grief and anxiety 
about the state of the planet 
into positive action.

� e Work � at Reconnects 
event, from 2-5pm at 1st 
Argyll Scout Hall near St 
Columba’s Cathedral, is run 

as part of the Oban arm of 
the environmental movement 
Extinction Rebellion.

To book a place, contact 
mairistones@gmail or call 
07789 845314. A minimum 
donation of £5 is requested to 
cover costs. � e workshop is 
being gi� ed by its facilitators.

A specialist in architectur-
al lighting has drawn up a 
plan for the whole building 
that will eventually follow, 
making sure the church’s 
atmospheric light and shade 
loved by so many visitors 
is ‘enhanced’ and not lost. 
Multiple control settings 
mean light levels can be 
turned up and down.

Visitors will be able to see 
the � rst phase of the new 
lights for themselves when 
St Conan’s opens its doors 
for this year’s Christmas 
Tree Festival.

More than 60 trees 
have been pledged for the 

weekend event, starting on 
Friday November 29.

Last year’s festival was a 
great success with 62 trees 
and 1,600 visitors.

Other  work being tackled 
in 2019 has included repairs 
to leaks and the removal of 
the Rose window so it can 
be refurbished while its ga-
ble wall was repointed. � e 
window will be returned in 
the new year.

And in August the con-
servation of the Robert the 
Bruce e�  gy was completed 
a� er three weeks, carried 
out by a team from Graciela 
Ainsworth Sculpture 
Conservation with £5,000 
funding help from the 
River Lochy Hydro Electric 
Scheme Community 
Bene� t Fund, added to by 
Friends of St Conan’s Kirk 
fundraising.

Friends of St Conan’s 
secretary Liz MacKay and 
chairman Peter Hennessy.
16_T44_conans01-lighting

Column sponsored by Safer Scotland

Remember, remember... 
the impact of �reworks

Enjoy 
reworks safely at an organised public display: 
visit �rescotland.gov.uk.

To report the misuse of 
reworks anonymously 
call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

With Bon
re Night approaching, 
people are being urged to celebrate 
at an organised display, rather than 
using 
reworks at home.

Alongside the fun and enjoyment, 
the evening can bring signi
cant 
safety risks and have a damaging 
impact on others.

Whilst 
reworks are spectacular, they 
can raise background noise levels 
by several dozen decibels, affecting 
the wellbeing of those with noise 
sensitivity, including autistic people.

The loud bangs, lights and strong 
smells of 
reworks can be 
challenging for armed forces 
veterans, and pet owners know 
only too well the distress it can 
cause to animals.

More often than not, it’s children 
rather than adults who are injured

by 
reworks, with more than 350 
pre-school children in the UK treated 
in hospital over the last 
ve years.

Assistant Chief Of
cer Ross Haggart, 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service’s 
Director of Prevention and 
Protection, said: “While we want 
people to enjoy and celebrate Bon
re 
Night, we’d encourage everyone to 
leave the 
reworks to the experts 
and 
nd an organised display nearby.

“If you’re not attending a public 
display, it’s imperative that you 
follow the 
reworks code.”

“The 
fth of November is our busiest 
night of the year by up to four times. 
By attending an of
cial display, you 
can help ensure our resources aren’t 
delayed for someone who really 
needs our assistance.”
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A man has run nine half 
marathons to raise money for 
Mary’s Meals in honour of 
his Easdale grandfather, who 
died last year, writes David 
McPhee.

Simon Geoghegan, who is 
from Maccles� eld but visits 
Balvicar regularly, has raised 
£2,000 for the Dalmally 
charity.

� e 32-year-old wanted 
to do something to honour 
his grandfather Gerry 
Geoghegan, who died last 
year, aged 89.

Simon wanted to mark what 
would have been Gerry’s 90th 
birthday in September and  

decided to run nine half mar-
athons - one for each decade 
of his life.

� e challenge took him 
all over England, as well 
as Dublin - somewhere his 
grandfather always wanted to 
visit. He opted to raise money 
for Mary’s Meals, as this was 
a charity Gerry cared about.

‘I did not know a lot about it 
[Mary’s Meals] until I picked 
it,’ Simon said. ‘But I knew it 
was something my granddad 
was passionate about. It is a 
really worthwhile charity.’

To donate, visit www.
justgiving.com/fundraising/
simon-geoghegan

Man runs nine half 
marathons in memory 
of Easdale grandfather

Simon Geoghegan raised 
money in memory of his 
grandfather Gerry.

Romantics from as far as 
America and across Europe 
have been vying to become 
the new owner of a tiny unin-
habited island o�  Oban.

Insh island, one of the Slate 
islands and just 15 acres of 
rough grassland and empti-
ness, is now under o� er.

It remains to be seen wheth-
er the late owner’s wish that 
it should ‘stay untouched as 
nature intended’ is ful� lled.

� e island, in the Firth of 
Lorne estuary close to Seil, 
Easdale and Luing, went on 
the market for £125,000 and 
Dawsons estate agents in 
Oban was inundated with 
enquiries.

� e closing date for o� ers 
was October 15 and the bids 
have now been handed over 
to the seller’s solicitor.

� ere are no services on it, 

only the ruins of two cro�  
cottages as well as a cave 
which, according to free 
encyclopedia Wikipedia,  
previous private owner David 
Brearley lived in at the north 
end between 1973 and 2003.

Estate agent Neil Fraser, 
who described it as ‘a rocky 
outcrop with nothing on it’,  
said the o�  ce was inundated 
with enquiries.

‘Everyone has a romantic 

notion about owning their 
own island. 

‘What the new owner will 
do with Insh, no one knows 
yet. 

‘We didn’t make any plan-
ning enquiries because it was 
the late owner’s wish that it 
should remain untouched as 
nature intended.’

Back on the mainland, 
two-bedroom � ats in Oban 
are asking for o� ers of more   

than £100,000 with a one 
third of an acre plot of land 
overlooking Glencruitten 
Golf Course bearing a guided 
price tag of £99,500.

Earlier this year, another of 
Argyll’s islands went up for 
sale, asking £1.4 million and 
soon sold.

Tales of smugglers and vio-
lent Vikings associated with 
Inchmarnock,  just o�  the 
west coast near the island of 
Bute,   roused lots of interest 
too. 

It was used as a D-day 
training ground and in the 
1960s the remains of a bronze 
age woman were found. � e 
Queen of the Inch was found 
in a stone cist wearing a black 
lignite necklace and carrying 
a � int dagger.

Rocky island 
fi nds new owner

Insh island was on the 
market for £125,000.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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B&B guests stole host’s 
Jaguar car and crashed it
Two B&B guests climbed out 
a bedroom window and stole 
the owner’s Jaguar   before 
crashing it, Oban Sheri� 
Court has heard.

George Spence and Lee 
McGinn were staying at a 
B&B in Connel when the in-
cident occurred on September 
15 this year.

�e pair, both from 
Kilmarnock, pleaded guilty to 
the� of the vehicle.

Spence, 25, of 23 St Maurs 
Crescent, Altonhill, admitted 
driving the Jaguar XF without 
due care and consideration, 
colliding with a parked car 
and damaging both vehicles. 
He also admitted driving it 
without insurance.

Spence also pleaded guilty 
to being more than twice over 
the drink-drive limit, having 
53 microgrammes of alcohol 
in 100 millilitres of breath, ex-
ceeding the prescribed limit of 

22 microgrammes. McGinn, 
27, of Flat 10L, Craufurdland 
Road, pleaded guilty to failing 
to identify who was driving 
the car when police asked him 
for information.

�e pair, who abandoned 
the car about quarter of a 
mile away, had been caught 
on CCTV, the court heard last 
week.

�e two men had been in 
Oban for a job contracted to 
Spence’s roo�ng and rough-
casting business.

When Sheri� Patrick 
Hughes asked how the men, 
who were on the �rst night 
of their stay, had got the car 
keys, he was told the Jaguar 
had been le� insecure and 
they only had to push the start 
button.

Both men were ordered to 
share   compensation costs of 
£626.36 to the car owner.

For the the� charges, Spence 

and McGinn were ordered to 
carry out 200 hours of unpaid 
work within 12 months and 
be under supervision of social 
workers for a year. 

�ey will both be electron-
ically tagged at their home 
addresses between 7pm and 
4am for four months.

Spence was disquali�ed 
from driving for four months, 
had his licence endorsed and 
was �ned £200 for driving 
without due care and was 
disquali�ed for 20 months 
with his licence endorsed for 
drink-driving and ordered to 
pay a £350 �ne. 

If he passes a drink-driver 
rehabilitation course, the ban 
will be reduced to 15 months. 
For driving without insur-
ance, his licence was endorsed 
and he was �ned £400.

McGinn was �ned £350 for 
refusing to tell police who was 
driving the Jaguar that night.

A moped rider has been 
banned from the road for 12 
months a�er he was caught 
twice the drink drive limit.

Finlay Lawson, 17, of 2 Nant 
Drive, Oban, pleaded guilty 
at Oban Sheri� Court last 
week.

A breath test showed he had 
53 microgrammes of alcohol 
in 100 millilitres of breath, 
when the legal limit is 22 
microgrammes.

Lawson had been spotted 
riding his moped down Oban 
High Street carrying a female 
passenger in the early hours 
of October 5 this year.

Police responded to the 
report and watched him near 
a parked moped. He had a 
helmet with him.

When police went to his 
home later, the moped was 
parked outside and Lawson 
told them he was the driver.

He was banned for 12 
months but if he passes a 
drink-driver rehabilitation 
course it will be reduced to 
nine months. His licence was 
endorsed and he was �ned 
£200.

Drunk moped 
rider banned 
from road

#VisitOban campaign 
reaches 15m people
A campaign to showcase 
Oban to young people across 
the UK has reached almost 15 
million people with the help of 
VisitScotland.

#VisitOban, a digital 
marketing drive from Oban 
and Lorn Tourism Alliance 
(OLTA), looked to inspire mil-
lennials to discover cultural 
and adventure experiences 
available in Oban and the 
surrounding area. Using 
Facebook and Instagram as 
channels, its activity reached 
14.9 million people and gen-
erated more than 1.4 million 
engagements.

�e year-long project, 
which received a £12,500 
VisitScotland Growth Fund 
award, created dynamic vid-
eos to highlight the best out-
door adventure experiences 
in Oban and Lorn. �e �lms 
received more than 82,000 
views during the campaign.

A downloadable live music 
venue trail for Oban was made 
showcasing where in the town 
to see bands as well as shining 
a spotlight on Argyll’s biggest 
music event, Oban Live. �e 
success of the campaign 
helped contribute to a sold-
out Oban Live.

#VisitOban also played a 
key role in the Argyll and the 
Isles regional takeover across 

VisitScotland’s consumer so-
cial channels, with the activity 
reaching 5.4 million people 
across the world.

�e campaign was launched 
as part of the Year of Young 
People 2018, the most recent 
of the Scottish Government’s 
series of themed years, fol-
lowing the Year of History, 
Heritage and Archaeology 
2017. 

Planning is already under 
way for the Year of Coasts 
and Waters 2020, a year-long 
programme of events and 
activities which will shine 
a spotlight on the impact 
Scotland’s waters have on the  
country.

David Adams McGilp, 

VisitScotland regional di-
rector, said: ‘I’m very pleased 
to hear about the success of 
the #VisitOban campaign. 
�e creativity and hard work 
from the team at Oban and 
Lorn Tourism Alliance, and 
the support from BID4Oban, 
has helped promote the area 
as a top destination for young 
people.

‘At VisitScotland, we want 
to champion collaboration, 
spearhead digital innovation, 
promote areas and events and 
ensure tourism is recognised 
for the positive impact it 
brings to Scotland.’

Andrew Spence, BID4Oban 
chief executive, said: ‘Oban 
Business Improvement 

The campaign has been a huge success and includes a downloadable live music venue trail for Oban.

District is delighted with the 
results of this initiative. It 
proves how important it is for 
all sectors involved in tourism 
to work together. Our rela-
tionship with OLTA is crucial 
in promoting Oban and Lorn.’

Neil Mackay, chairman of 
OLTA, added: ‘Working with 
BID4Oban and VisitScotland 
has enabled OLTA to gain 

maximum funding and expo-
sure in marketing Oban and 
Lorn. It is crucial all parties 
work together to promote and 
encourage visitors to the area. 
�is initiative proves the suc-
cess of partnership working. 
Long may it continue.’

For more information about 
the campaign and OLTA, go 
to www.oban.org.uk.
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Music is a workout for mind and body
A lot of research has been 
carried out into the mental and 
physical bene�ts of singing.

It lowers stress and anxiety 
levels, improves con�dence 
and is a mindfulness activity, 
allowing the singer to live in 
the moment. It gives people 
self-belief, a sense of social 
inclusion and allows emotions 
to be expressed.

It can boost the immune 
system, is an aerobic exercise 
and can even alleviate pain.

‘It’s fun,’ exclaimed Sheena 
Dodman at the end of a prac-
tice with Oban Community 
Singers.

�e group of 25 to 35 men and 
women meet every Monday 
at Glencruitten Church Hall 
Undercro� and is tutored by 
conductor Janet Fergusson.

Set up to entertain at Oban 
Winter Festival one year, the 
group enjoyed it so much, 
it asked Janet to continue, 
with members paying a small 
monthly fee to fund Janet and 
hall hire.

Janet chooses songs from all 
genres and the group sings in 

harmony and two parts, occa-
sionally performing at events.

Sandra Munro said: ‘You 
come in on a Monday morning 
and you go out and you have 
laughed and you are smiling 
when you leave the hall. It is 
not that we are good singers, we 
just enjoy singing.’

‘We put a smile on their faces,’ 
jokes Stewart Smith about 
the men. ‘I get a buzz every 
Monday morning and a laugh 
and a carry on. �en we go for 
co�ee.’

‘Who would come into Oban 
at 10am on a Monday morning 
unless you enjoyed it?’ added 
Sheena. ‘Everyone is so friendly 
and here to enjoy themselves.’

Despite the name, �e 
Rock�eld Centre’s Scratch 
Choir is not a performance 
choir. Every second Saturday 
of the month, a song is taught 
from scratch by Rhona 
Dougall, in two hours, with the 

result videoed and posted on a 
Facebook page.

On a damp Saturday evening 
in October, the �e Kinks’ 
Waterloo Sunset �oats out from 
a hut. A dozen-or-so people are 
standing singing, some with a 
half empty wine glass in their 
hand. �e words are projected 
on the wall.

‘I just really enjoy it,’ said 
Lesley Duncan, during an 
interval. ‘It is just a fun thing 
to do, to come and learn parts 

Rebecca McRitchie 
and Amie Williams 
at Oban Dance 
Academy’s adult 
hip hop class; 
right: the Scratch 
Choir at Rock�eld 
and, far right: 
Janet Fergusson 
conducting Oban 
Community 
Singers.
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With the Skipinnish 20th an-
niversary celebrations over, 
the past few days have been 
taken up by much re� ection 
on that score of years and 
particularly on the people 
who have guided us through 
it and elevated us along the 
road.

� ere are many without 
whose input, in di� erent 
ways, at di� erent stages and 
for di� erent durations, we 
would never have lasted the 
course and Skipinnish would 
have been nothing more than 
a college band that started 
and lasted no longer than 
a quick few tunes for some 
student pocket money.

Such was my feeling on 
Friday night at the Glasgow 
Royal Concert Hall and in the 
days following that if we go 
no further on this particular 
road and never play another 
note, I could draw a satis� ed 
line of gratitude under these 
20 years and move happily on 
to other endeavours.

Most of the audience on 
Friday night, because of 
venue lighting and distances, 
I could not see individually, 
but from my position on the 
stage there happened to be a 
number of very signi� cant 
people who were right in my 

sight lines. To my le�  near 
the front were a number of 
di� erent groups of � rm allies 
who themselves have been of 
great support, but who also 
were a strong reminder of 
those who are no longer with 
us, but whose encouragement 
and inspiration was powerful.

To my far le�  was a couple 
who, through a chance meet-
ing at a small gig, became 
good friends and, through 
some very complex and dif-
� cult times of manoeuvring 
and juggling a few years ago, 
were instrumental in their 
guidance and assistance.

In front of me were two 
friends from Tiree who have 
been enthusiastic fans from 
the start and their clear 
enthusiasm on Friday was the 
same we have seen at count-
less gigs across the years.

A few rows back was seated 
our original bank manager 
who took many a risk on our 
behalf and who was always 
encouraging to us. We prob-
ably added to a few of the grey 
hairs I could see shimmering 
in the light.

� ese people happened to 
be the ones I could see but 
scattered throughout the 
auditorium were many people 
who have had a huge direct 

impact. � ere are many more, 
too, who were not there, but 
whose input has been a vital 
ingredient.

As messages from them and 
others arrived throughout the 
night and a� erwards, these 
deep feelings of gratitude 
were accentuated and the 
past few days have been � lled 
with a haze of the positive 
thoughts they have sown.

Twenty years have passed 
in the blink of an eye, and so 
too will the next. I hope then 
I will be writing a similar 
article and feeling exactly as I 
am right now.

Life has a habit of dealing 
both good and bad, happiness 
and pain, so when we experi-
ence the good, we must relish 
it and embrace the feeling.

We may not see tomorrow 
but today the earth is ours
Unknown the new horizons 
in the hands of higher 
powers
But now we bear the 
blessings when the golden 
stars align
Feel the grace and hold the 
wonder you’re alive
You’re alive, you’re alive and 
the stars are on your side
Feel the wonder of the world 
you are alive.

Music is a workout for mind and body

of songs you probably already 
know and put it all together.  It 
is a chance to meet people and 
have a wee glass of wine.’

‘It’s only the second time 
I’ve been,’ said Andy Crabb. ‘I 
like singing but it is normally 
con� ned to where no one can 
hear me, like in the shower. I 
know no one is going to laugh 
at me. It is not a performance 
and there is a lot of tolerance to 
getting it wrong.’

Joyce Henderson, who has 

been attending for a couple of 
years, added: ‘I like the fact it 
is just one song and because 
you know it is di� erent every 
time, you are not rehearsing 
the same thing over and over. 
You don’t feel obliged to come 
every time.’

Music means di� erent things 
to di� erent people, either 
for listening to, singing to or 
dancing to.

Dancing has many of the 
same bene� ts of singing, with 

the physical bene� t being a full 
body workout.

Now in their mid-20s, 
Amie Williams and Rebecca 
McRitchie have rekindled their 
love of dancing from their 
childhood, joining the adult 
hip hop class on � ursday eve-
nings at Oban Dance Academy, 
owned and run by Pamela 
McGinty.

Amie said: ‘I always wanted 
to get back into it but there was 
nothing about and then Pamela 

started this class. It makes you 
feel really good. You learn a 
lot of skills but also you make 
friends here so that makes you 
feel content and happy when 
you walk away from it too.’

Rebecca added: ‘You forget 
about the stresses of the day 
and feel your mood is so much 
more li� ed.

‘It gives you a chance to 
pause. You are not just driving 
home thinking about work.  
You’ve had a break from work 

and de� nitely feel more relaxed 
when you get home.’

� at sense of mindfulness 
and social inclusion can be 
found in a di� erent type of 
performance for those who 
feel they really cannot sing or 
dance. 

Val Hamilton has been a 
member of Benderloch and 
North Connel Drama Club, 
which has its own premises in 
Benderloch, since 1978.

‘People have o� en said ‘oh 
how can you do that. I couldn’t 
do that in front of people’,’ she 
said.  ‘I am actually a very shy 
person, but when you are in a 
rehearsal or performing, you 
are not being yourself.’

Husband George, whom Val 
� rst dragged along to amateur 
dramatics in Dumbarton, 
added: ‘If you have had a hard 
day at work, you can forget 
everything except what you are 
doing there, playing someone 
totally di� erent.’

‘It is team building on all 
sorts of levels – emotional, 
intellectual and you all belong,’ 
added Val.

Contacts and 
times:
 Oban Community 
Singers: chairman Ken 
Oxland. 10am to 11am 
Mondays, Glencruitten 
Church Centre Under-
croft, Oban.

 Scratch Choir: rhona@
therock� eldcentre.org.
uk. Second Saturday of 
the month, The Rock� eld 
Centre, Oban.

 Adult Hip Hop: info@
obandanceacademy.com 
or 07921 012865. 6 to 
6.45pm Thursdays, Oban 
Dance Academy, Soroba 
Road, Oban.

 Benderloch and North 
Connel Drama Club: 
www.facebook.com/
Benderloch-North-Con-
nel- 
Drama- 
Club

OT

Chair of the Board of Management
Cathraiche a’ Bhùird Stiùiridh

West Highland College UHI is seeking a new Chair for its Board of Management.

West Highland College UHI is a growing, dynamic and successful provider of higher and 
further education in the West Highlands, supported by a Board that collectively helps 
guide the strategic direction of the College and fosters an environment which maximises 
the potential of learners.

As Chair of the Board, you will bring your expertise and skills used locally in business or in 
the community to play a key role in ensuring that the governing body works e� ectively. 
You will have particular responsibility for providing strategic leadership to the Board and 
for ensuring it successfully discharges its overall responsibility for the activities of the 
College. You will also play a leading role in the College’s relationship with the University of 
the Highlands and Islands and other key stakeholders.

The commitment is an average of 2-3 days a month. Expenses and a small honorarium is 
paid to the Chair, but the chief rewards are the ability to ‘make a di� erence’ for students, 
employers and local communities, and the personal satisfaction that will be gained from a 
leading role at a highly regarded College.

Closing date: Friday 8 November 2019

For further information please contact the secretary to the Board: 
Email: claire.wylie.whc@uhi.ac.uk Tel: 01397 874525 (Monday to Thursday)

In line with our Equality and Diversity policy, West Highland College UHI is committed to ensuring that all 
candidates are treated on the basis of their merits and abilities, and that unfair and unlawful discrimination is 

eliminated. We positively welcome applications from all sections of the community.

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status  (SC024193)

Registered O�  ce: West Highland College UHI, Carmichael Way, Fort William. PH33



� e Oban Times
Thursday 31 October 201912 NEWS

OT

by Ryan Dinsdale
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Life’s a beach now for 
SAMS grad Shannon
Shannon La� erty, 22, has 
been appointed as the new 
beaches and marine litter 
education o�  cer for Oban 
and Lorn.

Her role is to raise aware-
ness and understanding of 
littering and its impact on the 
area.

‘� e project is about edu-
cation and the community,’ 
she explained, ‘working with 
schools, community groups 
and societies to keep Oban 
and Lorn clean.’

Although the programme 
was founded 20 years ago, 
Shannon has fresh ideas for 
her Group for Recycling in 
Argyll and Bute (GRAB) 
Trust role.

‘I come from a science 
background,’ she said, hav-
ing studied at the Scottish 
Association for Marine 

Shannon La� erty studied 
at Dunsta� nage.

Argyll and Bute’s Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) is seeking volunteers 
to join its team.

Residents of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles with either care 
experience or community 
council involvement are 
being encouraged to apply.

Health and social care 
issues will be the focus, so 
a strong knowledge of their 
implementation is essential.

Successful applicants will 
join their Locality Planning 
Group, made up of commu-
nity members involved in the 
care sector, from council sta�  
to carers.

� ose applying as carers 
will also have the opportu-
nity to join the region-wide 
Carers Partnership, which 
will allow connections to be 
made with care representa-
tives across Argyll and Bute.

To apply, or for more 
information, contact Laureen 
McElroy by email at nhs.
abhscp@nhs.net by Friday 
November 15.

Appeal for 
volunteers 
to join HSCP

Science at Dunsta� nage 
when she moved here in 2015. 
‘I’ve learned a lot of skills 

that allow me to speak in an 
informative but clear way.’

Marine conservation is 

something Shannon, from 
Fife, has always wanted to 
talk about. At eight years old, 
on a Florida beach, she saved 
a star� sh stuck on land and 
from then on has wanted to 
be a marine biologist.

� rough this passion and 
scienti� c knowledge, she be-
lieves she can put a new spin 
on the role.

‘I want to take the scare 
factor away and make it more 
about encouragement to 
change,’ said Shannon. 

‘Making the education a bit 
more straightforward, while 
teaching people exactly how 
it is, will give them a bit more 
hope.’

A lot of this teaching takes 
place in schools, but GRAB 
also targets community 
groups in Argyll and Bute.

‘It’s all about getting the 

community involved,’ said 
Shannon, and letting them 
know what GRAB can do, 
including o� ering grants for 
beach cleans.

‘Making these links is essen-
tial ‘as that’s how we can push 
forward into making industry 
changes’, she explained.

‘Having a project like this 
puts us at the heart of it and 
we really can make a di� er-
ence. Whether it’s a single 
person, or the whole of Oban 
and Lorn, or the whole of 
Argyll and Bute.’

Shannon believes having 
this uni� ed voice will allow 
their message to eventually 
in� uence national politics. ‘It 
won’t change overnight, and 
we know that, but Scotland 
itself is changing. 

‘It seems like a horrible 
situation, and it is a horrible 
situation, but that doesn’t 
mean we can’t do something 
about it.’
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Western Isles MP Angus B MacNeil 
pressed UK Energy Minister Kwasi 
Kwarteng during Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy questions about an 
interconnector to the Outer Hebrides.

Mr Kwarteng said interconnectors are 
an important part of the energy mix.

Mr MacNeil pointed out that at this 
time of climate emergency, the clean, 
green energy available from renewables 
in the Scottish Islands should be used. 

Mr MacNeil said: ‘If Mr Kwarteng 
is serious about an interconnector 
being part of the energy mix, surely an 
announcement on the interconnector 
to the Outer Hebrides will happen soon, 
otherwise these are empty words from 
the UK Government.

‘No other government would spurn 
the Outer Hebrides where we have the 
best wind resource in Europe.’

The Isle of Barra Beach Hotel has 
received an Eat Safe Award from 
the Environmental Health Service of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar in conjunction 
with Food Standards Scotland.

The award is available to all establish-
ments selling food. The scheme aims 
to provide an incentive to businesses 
to strive for food hygiene and safety 
management standards beyond those 
required by law.

Councillor Donald Manford handed 
over the award. He said: ‘I encourage 
all businesses in the Outer Hebrides to 
aim for this award. It provides valuable 
information to their customers of 
commitment to produce food safely.’

Isles MP urges action 
over interconnector

Barra hotel earns 
safe eating award

Sta�  from SSEN Transmission have raised 
funds for two Lochaber charities by walking 
up Ben Nevis. 

� ey were joined by colleagues from Balfour 
Beatty and TerraFirma who they worked 
alongside on a Fort Augustus to Fort William 
power project.

� e team set o�  at 4am on a cold, wet 
Saturday morning in the name of Lochaber 
Hope and Highland Hospice, selected by 
Balfour Beatty earlier in the year.

� e group, made up of 20 members from 
across SSEN Transmission, Balfour Beatty 
and TerraFirma, raised £3,143.75 for Lochaber 
Hope and £2,625 for Highland Hospice.

� e team initially aimed to raise £2,000 for 
each charity but smashed this target thanks to 
sponsor money raised by each participant and 
kind donations from each company involved.

Two members of the SSEN Transmission 
team have also applied to SSE for matched 
funding, which is expected to take the total 
raised to £6,068.75.

� e team celebrated the success of the Fort 
Augustus to Fort William project with a bar-
becue once work had been completed, where 
they raised a further £350 for Scotland’s 
Charity Air Ambulance, a cause SSEN 
Transmission raised in excess of £2,000 for 
last year. 

Ewan MacFarlane, SSEN Transmission’s pro-
ject manager, was delighted with the e� orts of 
the team, despite the di�  cult conditions. He 
said: ‘� e climb was tough, with strong gusts 
of wind and biting cold temperatures, but we 
all made it up and back down within seven 
hours. � e most challenging part was the de-
scent as there were hundreds of walkers on the 

narrow paths heading up. Many of them were 
taking part in the � ree Peaks Challenge. � e 
weather was typical for Lochaber and the rain 
stayed on for most of the morning. Once we 
were up to 3,000� , the mist closed in and the 
temperature plummeted to -2°C. � ere wasn’t 
much to see at the summit and there was still 
some snow. We raised more than expected for 
three extremely worthy causes, which we are 
all delighted by. 

‘It was a fantastic team e� ort from everyone 
involved in the project and we were delighted 
to have raised so much.’

� e recently completed Fort William to Fort 
Augustus project involved refurbishing the 
towers and replacing the existing wires. � e 
new wires will be able to carry more electric-
ity as well as ensure the continued security of 
supply in the area.

Staff smash funding 
target for charities

The team pose for a photograph to record their climb on Ben Nevis.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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Highlands and Islands given £3m broadband boost
Energy Minister Paul Wheelhouse visited 
Drax’s Cruachan pumped storage hydro 
power station to see the essential role it 
plays in delivering � exible power to sup-
port the decarbonisation of the electricity 
system.

Cruachan can generate power within 
seconds during times of peak demand, 
helping to keep the lights on for thousands 
of households. It also provides crucial 
system support services to the electricity 
grid, enabling more renewables such as 
wind and solar to come onto the network.

Mr Wheelhouse said: ‘It was fascinating 
to learn more about how important this 
unique power station is in supporting 
the energy system and how quickly it can 
respond to changes in demand - delivering 
the power needed in as little as 30 seconds.

‘� is kind of � exibility and resilience 
helps to support the growth of renewables, 
enabling further decarbonisation of the 
energy system as we strive for net zero 
carbon emissions in Scotland by 2045.

‘� e real value the technology adds every 
day to our energy system is the reason 
why we, and industry partners, continue 
to call on UK ministers to take action to 
ensure they provide the revenue certainty 
developers need.’

Energy Minister visits 
Cruachan power plant

Extra funding of almost £3 mil-
lion is to be invested in broad-
band for the Highlands and 
Islands a� er take-up rates across 
the region’s Digital Scotland 
� bre network topped 60 per cent.

Hundreds of additional homes 
in some of Scotland’s most rural 
areas will be able to access ‘full’ 
� bre direct to their homes - also 
known as � bre-to-the-premises 
(FTTP) - through the funding 
boost.

� e roll-out, led by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE), 
will continue until 2020 and  
the project will reach 30,000 
more premises than the initial 
contract target. A � bre network 
now stretches from Shetland to 
Southend in Kintyre, bringing � -
bre-based services to around 300 
communities across the region.

Openreach is accelerating the 
return of additional funding 
under the contract as a result 
of the high level of take-up by 
households and businesses.

Minister for Energy, Connec-

tivity and the Islands Paul 
Wheelhouse announced the 
new funding during a visit to 
Taynuilt to see how the latest 
� bre technology is being used to 
reach homes. Mr Wheelhouse 
said: ‘With our partners, we have 
invested more than £400 million 

in the Digital Scotland Superfast 
Broadband programme, tak-
ing � bre broadband to areas 
where the market would not 
otherwise go.   Connectivity in 
the Highlands and Islands has 
been transformed by the Digital 
Scotland programme.

‘Grimsay and Great Bernera 
in the Outer Hebrides recently 
became our � rst fully ultrafast 
capable islands. We’re now set to 
see similar coverage in other ar-
eas that have been challenging to 
reach, including Waternish and 
Glendale in Skye. I’m delighted 
that as a result of great take-up of 
services in the region even more 
people across the area will bene� t 
from the full � bre network.’

Bruce McClory, Openreach’s 
service delivery manager for 
Argyll and Bute, said: ‘It’s fan-
tastic news that six in 10 of the 
households now passed by the 
Digital Scotland network have 
migrated to better broadband 
– and even more people could 
bene� t. � e extra funding, which 
we’re returning early, will put 
hundreds more of the region’s 
hardest-to-reach households at 
the forefront of the UK’s shi�  to 
a full � bre network.

‘Full � bre provides more reli-
able, resilient and future-proof 
connectivity.’

At Taynuilt are MSP Paul Wheelhouse (centre), with (left) Colin 
McLean, HIE, (right) Bruce McClory, Openreach, and (front) 
Martin Mackenna, Openreach.
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Soldier dies in the line of duty
Soon a� er the Second World War began, 
a military organisation called the Special 
Operations Executive (SOE) established 
schools in various localities in the West 
Highlands.

� eir role was to train selected volunteer sol-
diers from the amalgamation of three existing 
secret organisations in espionage, sabotage 
and reconnaissance in occupied Europe and, 
later, in occupied South-east Asia against 
the Axis powers and to aid local resistance 
movements.

As these centres were generally in areas which 
were di�  cult to get into a� er the war started, 
few people knew of their existence, yet it came 
to operate all over Europe, including in neutral 
countries, Africa, the Middle East and Far 
East. It requisitioned premises all over Britain 
for its various purposes. Lochaber, which was 
designated a protected area supervised by a 
Field Security Section based at Fort William, 
had centres at Inverailort, Meoble, Arisaig, 
Traigh, Camusdarach, Glaschoille, Rhubana 
and elsewhere along the Road to the Isles.

SOE sent many missions into the Czech 
areas of the so-called Protectorate of Bohemia 
and Moravia and later into Slovakia. � e 
most famous was Operation Anthropoid, 
the assassination of SS-Obergruppenführer 
Reinhard Heydrich in Prague. From 1942 to 
1943, the Czechoslovaks had their own Special 
Training School (STS) at Chicheley Hall in 
Buckinghamshire and in 1944 sent men to 
support the Slovak National uprising. � e 
men who undertook this highly dangerous 
task were trained at Camusdarach, a few miles 
from Morar. � eir mission was successful 
but, tragically, they were killed in the Nazis 
retaliations which took place later.

Two years earlier one of their countrymen 
died in a training exercise above Loch Morar 
in an unfortunate incident which has only 
recently come to light as papers of these times 
are being released. His name was Lieutenant  
Josef Strankmuller, aged 30, who had le�  the 
Protectorate in July 1940, travelling through 
Slovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia and Beirut to 
join the exiled Czechoslovak Army in France.

From there, he was evacuated to Britain 
along with 4,000 other soldiers, where he 

joined the Machine Gun Company and was 
posted to the STS centre at Glaschoille in 
Knoydart for further instruction.

On August 12, 1942, Lieutenant Strankmuller 
was with a party of soldiers travelling along 
the south shore of Loch Morar in heavy rain. 
In trying to cross the river that rushes out of 
Gleann Taodhail, about a mile south-west of 
Kinlochmorar, he slipped, hitting his head on 
a stone. He was initially stunned before going 
over a waterfall below. On trying to rise, his 
ankle became jammed between two boulders.

A fellow o�  cer, who was following behind, 
noticed his predicament and tried but failed to 
extricate him and he died from asphyxiation. 
It wasn’t until ladders and boat hooks were 
brought up to the scene that the body was 
recovered and taken to Traigh House and 
from there to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
and St Cumin Church at the other end of 
Loch Morar. A Court of Inquiry was held 
at Rhubana Lodge on August 14 to inquire 
into the circumstances where witnesses were 

asked: was the individual in the performance 
of military duty?; was it due to his negligence 
and how far was this blameworthy?; was it due 
to his misconduct and, if so, in what way?; was 
anyone else to blame and did the injury occur 
on military premises?

� e day a� er the inquiry, which had been ar-
ranged by the administrative o�  cer at Arisaig 
House, Lieutenant Strankmuller’s body was 
taken to Morar Church where Canon John 
MacNeill, the local priest, held a short service. 
It is worthy of note that Canon MacNeill, who 
was born in 1880 on Berneray, Barra Head, 
had himself a distinguished military record 
serving as an Army Chaplain during WW1. 
On one occasion he was le�  for dead on the 
battle� eld until he was saved by Charlie Lyon 
MM and Bar, 5th Cameron Highlanders 
WW1, from Mallaig.

Fatherr MacNeill, who was known on Barra 
as Monsignor Iain Mhicheal, studied at Blairs 
and in France. He was ordained in Oban in 
1903, served as priest on Eigg for two years 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern LinesAn Australian academic with links to 
the Scottish Highlands has written a 
historical novel, Son of a Jacobite, which 
is � lled with drama and romance.

T J Lovat, a retired professor from 
Newcastle, Australia, with honorary 
appointments at Oxford and Glasgow 
universities, opens his book in April 1746.

Born on the � nal day of the Jacobite 
Rebellion at Culloden, Thomas Lovat en-
ters the world on the same day his father 
departs, killed in action. The devastation 
of Culloden and the Highland Clearances 
will have a profound e� ect on the rest of 
Thomas’s life.

Conscious of his heritage and its 
associated anger, Thomas is confronted 
with a confused identity as he grows into 
a young man. Travelling to the Middle 
East, he meets and marries his � rst love. 
Together they bear a child.

He comes to see the beauty and trou-
bles of Islam and so re� ects on his own 
religious beliefs and values. Returning 
to England, Thomas joins the British 
Army and travels to the Americas in the 
prelude to the War of Independence.

As the American Revolution plays out, 
the tension between Thomas’s rebellious 
Jacobite heritage and his duties as a 
British o�  cer come dramatically to the 
fore.

Speaking about his new novel, T J 
Lovat said: ‘I studied my own family’s 
history, tracing its beginnings from early 
19th century Australia all the way back 
to Scotland. The historical record peters 
out a generation or two from the time 
of the Jacobite Rebellion, though there 
are strands of evidence my family was 
caught up in it. This historical novel was 
constructed to � ll the gaps.’

Australian releases 
book set in time 
following Culloden

T J Lovat has links to the Highlands.
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Fort William Primary School’s new intake in 1997. Also seen are primary one teacher 
Rosemary Robertson and visiting art teacher Stevie Morgan. The primary one teaching 
post was job-shared with Wilma Treasurer, who is not in the photograph.

We focus this week on primary schools in 1997. Above is the Tobermory Primary School 
choir posing for a photograph between competitions. Can anyone supply us with names?

Soldier dies in the line of duty

and Eriskay for 15, during which time he was 
a serving army chaplain. Returning from 
the war, he was priest in Daliburgh for three 
years until going to Morar in 1923 where he 
remained until his death in 1958. He was made 
Canon in 1926 and appointed Vicar General 
of the Diocese in 1946.

On returning from the war, Father MacNeill 
embarked on building the original Our Lady 
of Sorrows church in Garrynamonie, South 
Uist - the sorrow, of course, being the great 
loss of life in the course of the Great War.

A�er the service and a light lunch at Traigh 
House, Lieutenant Strankmuller’s co�n was 
moved from the church to Morar railway 
station where it was put on a train for Queen 
Street Station, Glasgow, and onto London 
Euston overnight in a special compartment. 
On arrival, the co�n was met by a hearse 
belonging to Sherlock and Sons, undertakers 
from Dorking, who conveyed it to Pinner 
cemetery, Greater London.

Here Lieutenant Strankmuller was laid to 

rest on Monday August 17 at 1pm in the same 
plot as that of Captain Jaromir Riegl, another 
Czechoslovak SOE student who was killed 
when a hand grenade exploded unexpectedly 
at an SOE establishment in the Surrey Hills, 
north east of Dorking on July 1, 1942. Father 
MacNeill accompanied the body and o�ciated 
at the grave.

Josef Strankmuller came into this life in 
Rokycany, West Bohemia, a town in the Plzeň 
Region of the Czech Republic on the con�u-
ence of the River Klabava and the Holoubkov 
Brook. It is surely �tting a bronze plaque has 
been placed on the house where he was born.

A translation of the text reads: ‘In this house 
was born on the day 26 July 1912 and lived 
senior Lieutenant of the Czechoslovak Army, 
Josef Strankmuller, who as a soldier abroad 
on 12th August 1942 tragically died during 
an exercise at Loch Morar in Great Britain. 
Honour his memory.’

On the anniversary of his death, wreaths are 
laid below the plaque and �anked by the Czech 
�ag and the Union Jack. As far as I am aware,  
there is no plaque or monument in Gleann 
Taodhail where he died but his name  appears 
on the spectacular memorial in Arisaig not 
far from the excellent Land, Sea and Islands 
Museum. It was unveiled on November 11 by 
the Right Honourable George Reid, Lord High 
Commissioner. 

A sizeable delegation from the Czech 
Republic, led by Jan Fulik, Deputy Defence 
Minister of the Czech Republic, attended, 
including Czechoslovak veterans. One of 
two surviving former Arisaig trainees, 
Colonel (retired) Jaroslav Klemeš, read the 
Remembrance. �e veterans, Army General  
(retired) Tomas Sedláček, Colonel (retired) 
Jan Bacík, Major  (retired) Gerhard Singer, 
Sergeant (retired) Josef Švarc were present, as 
well as Dr Paul Millar, Honourary Consul-
General of the Czech Republic in Edinburgh, 
chairman of the Trustees of the Czech 
Memorial who initiated it.

�e inscription reads: ‘Volunteers from the 
Czechoslovak Impendent Brigade trained 
here as Special Operations Executive agents 
in 1941-1943 to be sent into enemy territory 
occupied by Nazis. Many died for freedom of 
others.’

Kinlochmorar: the burn in which Lieuten-
ant Josef Strankmuller, inset, died is just 
out of the picture on the lower right of the  
photograph. Main photograph: Iain Thornber

Call 01778 392014 and quote CHRISTMAS FOR YOU 
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Scottish Field this Christmas

SPREAD THE COST 
AND PAY JUST 

£10.69 QUARTERLY
plus receive a FREE 

Scottish Field mini calendar 
worth £7.99
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Time to sweep away 
archaic crofting
It seems that the cro� ers are bleating on again 
about predation by sea eagles.

It is di�  cult to sympathise when they object 
to these birds just maintaining their precarious 
existence by obtaining food at someone else’s 
expense while they are quite happy to turn 
their sheep out into public areas and private 
gardens for exactly the same purpose – getting 
a free meal. However, it is encouraging that 
Forest Enterprise Scotland is now prepared to 
take action against sheep owners who allow 
their animals to damage the environment.

As recipients of large quantities of public 
money, cro� ers should be keeping their heads 
down and their mouths shut, remembering 
that most visitors to Scotland come to see the 
scenery and the eagles, not the sheep.

It is time their whole archaic system of land 
use was swept away and replaced by modern 
agricultural methods and proper animal 
husbandry.

Andrew Green, Dal Ghorm House, Ardtoe.

Cut to education 
budget is madness
I refer to the news regarding the proposal by 
Argyll and Bute Council’s education depart-
ment to have 14 pupil support workers made 
redundant in next year’s council budget.

� is proposal to save £198,500, an average 
salary of £14,130 per employee, can be 
summed up in one word – madness.

I am not by any means an education expert 
but from 1995 until 2017, when I was council-
lor, I became very much aware in the budget 
process each year that councillors are present-
ed with what are called savings options.

For instance, I see the estimate is a funding 
gap of £9.2 million, so I would assume around 
£12 million-worth of savings will be put for-
ward so that the most alarming proposals will 
be removed.

� e Tory, Lib Dem and independent 
administration which has a 21-15 majority, 
will decide the fate of the 14 pupil support 
workers. I would hope that by the time this 
letter is published the lunacy of the proposal 
to remove these 14 key people will be stopped 
in its tracks.

In my 22 years as an Argyll and Bute council-
lor I witnessed many foolish budget proposals 
but this one is just totally crazy.

It must be ceased because, if implemented, 
it will result in 14 excellent people losing their 
jobs and put immense pressure on those who 
are le� .

Robert MacIntyre, Serpentine Road, Bute.

Westminster to blame 
for cuts to council cash
I know that it is some time since Alan Reid 
(Letters October 24) has been actively in-
volved in national politics but I cannot believe 
that it has escaped his notice that the money 

� owing from Westminster to the Holyrood 
Government has been slashed by some 9.2 per 
cent in real terms since the onset of austerity 
in 2010.

Despite this reduction, many political 
commentators of all hues and parties have 
acknowledged and supported the e� orts made 
by the Scottish Government to mitigate the se-
vere e� ects of the cuts on our most vulnerable 
citizens. 

� ese cuts are not the choice of the SNP 
Government.

Dorothy Macdonald, Oban.

It looks as if the boom times for the 
Oban area’s tourism industry are 
likely to continue thanks to an innovative 
marketing campaign.

� e #VisitOban digital promotional 
drive from Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Alliance (OLTA), with support from 
VisitScotland, has been a remarkable 
success by all accounts.

� e campaign, which is aimed � rmly 
at younger people, is claimed to have 
reached an amazing 15 million people 
and generated more than 1.4 million 
engagements.

� e year-long project also created 
dynamic videos to highlight the best 
outdoor adventure experiences in Oban 
and Lorn. � e � lms received more than 
82,000 views during the campaign.

We commend those whose idea this was 
for their success and innovation.

Digital marketing 
campaign is a 
resounding success

Making a song and 
dance about health
� ere is now a substantial amount of 
evidence from research into the mental 
and physical bene� ts of singing and 
dancing.

As we report this week, there are a 
number of groups in the Oban area which 
are bringing better health to numerous 
people but also generating a sense of 
wellbeing and friendships.

� ese activities are being promoted 
by the Oban Healthy Living Town 
organisation as they lower stress and 
anxiety levels, improve con� dence and 
mindfulness, and give people self-belief, 
a sense of social inclusion and allow 
emotions to be expressed.

We would encourage anyone thinking of 
joining any of these groups to do so.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each 
week.  If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.
Alternatively, hand it in to our o�  ces 
in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or to our o�  ce in 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

’S e anail a’ Ghàidheil am mul-
lach! Cò nach aontaicheadh 
ri leithid sin de dh’� eallsan-
achd, ach ’s e dòigh-beatha a 
th’ann a dh’� aodadh tinneas 
adhbharachadh ri linn spàirn 
leantainnich. A dh’aindeoin 
sin tha cuid a ghreimicheas 
gu diongmhalta air amas agus 
leanaidh iad sin le dìoghras 
fad am beatha! Ann an daing-
neachd ar cridheachan, tha 
sinn a’ creidsinn, gum faigh 
sinn buaidh uaireigin! 
Seachdad bliadhna air ais, 
fo bhuaidh cogadh faoin 
Ameireagaidh ann am 
Vietnam, b’ e amas sìth an 
t-saoghail a bha a’ gluasad 
leithid Bob Dylan ach an-di-
ugh tha dìon na h-àrainneachd 
a’ glacadh aire òigridh agus 
inbhich feadh an t-saoghail. 
Bheil daoine air fàs nas 
buailtiche dha iomairtean 
mòra, is sluagh dhùthchannan 
dheamocratach a’ gabhail 
brath air saorsa beachdan agus 
gearainean � oillseachadh gu 
poblach. Ach tha an t-saorsa 
sin cuideachd a’ fàgail cothrom 
aig riaghaltasan iomadh 
leisgeul a thogail an aghaidh 
atharrachadh poileasaidh.  

’S dòcha mar sin gum bheil 
leithid sluagh Hong Kong 
airidh air a’ mholadh as motha 
is iadsan a’ sireadh tomhas 
de riaghladh deamocratach 

an aghaidh rùn cruaidh 
neo-thruacanta a’ Phàrtaidh 
Chomannach a tha os cionn 
Shìona. 

Chan iongnadh ged a chail-
leadh daoine am misneachd 
’s an dòchas ma choinneamh 
bheachdan raga riaghaltasan 
agus ghnìomhachasan mòra an 
t-saoghail. Reachdas, airgead, 
agus rùn sluaigh, trì rudan a 
chuidicheas gus atharrachadh 
a thoirt air modh-giùlain 
dhaoine ann an dùthchannan 
deamocratach. Nuair a nochd 
Riaghaltas na h-Alba gun robh 
smocadh gu bhith toirmisgte 
ann an togalaichean poblach b’ 
e deireadh an t-saoghail a bha 
gu bhith ann am beachd chuid! 
Cha bhiodh taigh-seinnse air 
� àgail agus cha ghabhadh 
na riaghailtean cumail an 
gnìomh! 

An-diugh ’s e annas a th’ 
ann cuideigin � aicinn a’ 
smocadh an àite sam bith 
agus gun teagamh tha sin a’ 
leasachadh slàinte, agus le lagh 
a-nise air prìs dheochan-làidir 
àrdachadh gu mòr ‘s e ùine 
a dh’innseas dè a’ bhuaidh 
a bheir sin air slàinte a’ 
mhòr-shluaigh. 

An dèidh bliadhnaichean 
a’ moladh charbadan dìosail 
dhuinn tha an riaghaltas 
a-nise gar brosnachadh gus 
carbadan dealain a cheannach. 

� a cosgais a’ cur bacadh air 
reic nan carbadan sin ach tha 
an riaghaltas dol a bhreugadh 
dhaoine gus an ceannach le 
bhith a’ gealltainn cead dha  
càraichean dealain siubhal ann 
an slighean bhusaichean nam 
bailtean-mòra. 

Ach dè � ad ’s chun am bi 
uimhir de charbadan air na 
slighean sin is nach � aigh na 
busaichean cumail rin cuid 
chlàran-siubhail? Mar a chan-
adh na bodaich, chan e sin 
baile a mhaireas! Agus dè ma 
dheidhinn iomairt leasachaidh 
na Gàidhlig? Amas a tha an 
urra ri rùn phearsanta dhaoine 
agus a’ mhisneachd a th’ aca 
nan cànan agus nan dualchas. 
� a reachdas a’ cruthachadh 
bhunaitean agus chothroman 
ach feumaidh an creideas tigh-
inn bho chridhe dhaoine � èin.

Access to city bus lanes will 
in� uence sales of electric 
vehicles, but how long before 
these bus lanes become so 
congested that buses will be 
unable to maintain timetables? 
Essential-user rural motorists 
have no incentive to go electric 
with high purchase charges, 
and few chargers. 

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Ferry problem needs 
positive solution
What have Kieron Green and his fellow coun-
cillors got against islanders?

A� er the debacle of parking charges on Mull, 
now it is lifeline ferry services that are in their 
sights.

Mr Green says the council makes a £1million 
annual ‘loss’ on them, and is asking people 
how to bridge the gap (Oban Times October 
24).

If this is the way the council thinks, it’ll soon 
be asking school pupils how to cover the cost 
of their education given the � nancial cost – or 
‘loss’ – to the council.

Mr Green should not be making threats that 
‘it cannot continue to run’ lifeline services 
given their importance to many people in his 
own ward.

Islanders dependent on council-run ferry 
services currently pay twice for the service, in 
our council tax and ferry charges. � e council 
should be looking for positive solutions 
that bring more people to live and work on 
Argyll’s islands, not lambasting the Scottish 
Government and passing the buck to island  
people.

Mary Braithwaite, Cullipool House, Isle of 
Luing.

Scouts campaign aims 
to improve lives
As Scouts, here in Argyll and Lochaber, we 
make a promise to help other people. We’re 
the doers and the give-it-a-goers. We’re the 
change-makers. We’re not afraid to take a 
deep breath and speak up.

� is month we’re renewing this promise 
with the relaunch of our campaign A Million 
Hands. � is is a way for Scouts to improve 
lives right here in Argyll and Lochaber, while 
developing the skills to succeed.

� e campaign is about raising awareness 
across six themes, all chosen by young people 
themselves. But it’s about taking action too. 
From protecting our environment to ending 
homelessness, supporting refugees and 
displaced children and promoting kindness 
in every community, we’re also renewing our 
commitment to supporting better mental 
health for all and understanding disability.

Over the past 100 years, the issues we’ve 
tackled have evolved and changed, but our 
young people’s drive to make a positive impact 
remains as strong as ever.

As Scouts, we’re always striving to leave the 
world a little better than we found it. Scouts 
are not bystanders. We play our part to create 
a better society and a better future for our 
precious planet. We don’t wait for change to 
happen. We make it happen.

To each and every Scout and volunteer in 
Argyll and Lochaber, I say thank you for 
playing your part and, if you’re not involved 
yet, please join us.  You’ll gain valuable skills 
for life and make all the di� erence.

Tim Peake, Scout Ambassador.

YOUR PICTURES

High Street, Fort William. 
This week’s photograph was sent 
by Chris Whitelaw and shows Loch 
Creran near Benderloch in December 
a few years ago.
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DISTRICT NEWS

WESTERN ISLES

JURA

Charities and community groups 
in Argyll and Bute are to bene� t 
from a free funding workshop held 
by People’s Postcode Lottery and 
Brendan O’Hara MP.

� e half-day workshop will take 
place from 10am until noon on 
Friday November 1 at the Queen’s 
Hall, 9 Argyll Street, Dunoon.

‘Cowches’ are mooved in ...

Have you ‘herd’ about the two new 
additions to Loch Earn?

Two cow-shaped benches recent-
ly ‘mooved’ to the area following 
an auction to raise money for 
Scottish Charity Air Ambulance.

� ey will become part of 
the BLISS trail, which boasts 
‘eye-catching’ art along the route.

� e ‘cowches’ were part of a  

trail in Crie� , from July 1 until 
September 6, before being auc-
tioned o�  for charity.

Having collaborated with Loch 
Earn residents and community 
groups to raise money for a col-
lective bid in advance, BLISS trail 
innovators Loch Earn Tourism 
Information (LETi) were prepared 
on arrival at the auction dinner in 

Crie�  Hydro’s Melville Hall. A� er 
failing to win MacGregor by June 
McEwan - � ttingly won by Crie�  
Highland Gathering - the LETi 
Loch Earn bid team persevered to 
win not one, but two,  ‘cowches’ on 
budget. 

In total, the colourful cows 
helped raise almost £25,000 for the 
air ambulance.

Loch Earn bid team with Ceri White and Crie�  Hydro owners Stephen and Fiona Leckie.

APPIN

DUNOON

Brendan O’Hara MP.

STORNOWAY

A £1 million refurbishment has 
started on Jura’s electricity network.

� e ‘essential’ work is being car-
ried out by Scottish and Southern 
Electricity Network (SSEN) which 
hopes to � nish the work by late 
November.

Back-up generators will maintain 
power supplies on Jura and Islay 
while work is being carried out.

Upgrades to the 60-year-old cir-
cuit are part of a larger, multi-mil-
lion-pound programme covering all 
the islands.

Ross Fenton, head of South 
Caledonia Region at SSEN, said: ‘We 
are committed to keeping disruption 
to a minimum and we thank our 
customers for their patience as our 
engineers complete this essential 
work as quickly as possible.’

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar wel-
comes the continued commitment 
from Ofgem to leaving open the 
possibility of a 600mw link.

Although Ofgem has stated it is 
unable to approve the link at this 
stage, the route to securing such a 
link has been le�  open.

It is the perceived risk of consum-
ers paying for an under-used link 
that has prevented Ofgem giving the 
go-ahead for the 600mw cable.

� e proposal from SSEN for a 
600mw transmission link was based 
on the two largest planned projects, 
Stornoway and Uisenis Wind Farms, 
securing subsidies in the recent auc-
tion (Contracts for Di� erence).

Only the Uisenis project was suc-
cessful. However, if the Stornoway 
Wind Farm was shown to be 
commercially viable, giving more 
certainty to consumers the project 
would proceed, the 600mw link 
could go ahead.

Comhairle leader Roddie Mackay 
said: ‘Whilst developments have 
not taken place as we would have 
wished, there is still a way ahead for 
the 600mw cable which we believe 
is the best option for the renewables 
industry in the Western Isles. We 

will continue to engage with devel-
opers, SSEN, Ofgem and the UK and 
Scottish Governments to bring that 
about.’

Members of Appin SWI welcomed 
Peter Darling from Oban Hospice’s 
Dove Centre to their October 
meeting.

Peter told the story of the Dove 
Centre from the early days in 1998, 
through to the present day, in a 
‘friendly and informative way’.

He stressed the Dove Centre  be-
longs to everyone, stating: ‘You are 
always welcome to drop in.’ And he  
added: ‘Every penny raised locally is 
spent locally, supporting people and 
families.’ � e evening ended with 
tea, cake and chat.

A dedicated student with a pro-
fessional approach to her work 
has been named as University of 
the Highlands and Islands further 
education student of the year. 
Angela Louch, 43, from Stornoway 

� e workshop will look at three 
charitable, grant-giving trusts fund-
ed by players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery – People’s Postcode Trust, 
Postcode Community Trust and 
Postcode Local Trust.

� ese trusts fund a range of pro-
jects which promote human rights, 
combat discrimination and poverty, 
improve community health and 
well-being, tackle isolation, support 
arts and physical recreation and 
increase access to outdoor and green 
space.

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com
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At random

What a farce
Repair work to Oban Community Playpark 
has � nally started.

Lochgilphead-based � rm George 
McNaughton and Son moved in last 
Tuesday to begin initial groundwork.

With a bit of luck, this is the beginning of 
the end of what has been an enduring farce. 
Or maybe it’s the end of the beginning.

According to our sources, the new � ooring 
is scheduled to be laid during the week 
starting November 11,  although the dates 
are weather dependent.

For those who don’t know, the park for 
� ve to 15-year-olds has been closed since 
March 2018 a� er it failed a safety inspection 
because sections of � ooring had become 
hazardous.

� e fact that work has now begun is in 
large part down to the admirably dogged 
determination of Lyndsay Elliott, chair-
person of the Friends of Oban Community 
Playpark. In a statement of colossal 
understatement, Lyndsay told � e Oban 
Times: ‘It is a great relief to all involved that 
the diggers are now on site.’

Not before time. Fingers crossed the work 
is completed soon. And well done, Lyndsay, 
for not giving up in the face of ridiculous 
ineptitude.

Let’s be patient
� e resurfacing of stretches of George Street 
in Oban is scheduled to begin on Monday 
next week.

I have heard concerns voiced from 
a number of people about the level of 
disruption likely to be caused as a result.

I’m sure their fears will be realised. 
However, these works are essential given 
the shoddy condition of the road surface in 
many places. It will be short-term pain for 
long-term gain.

We will all just have to be patient.
But on the subject of George Street, I was 

emailed politely by Calum Farquharson of 
BEAR Scotland about the manhole cover 
outside Cuan Mhor I mentioned recently. 
Calum assured me work was due to start 
this week ahead of the resurfacing. By the 
time you read this, it might have been done. 
Watch this space.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Fly-tippers strike near beauty spot

A remote spot between 
Kilmelford and Dalavich has 
fallen foul of � y-tippers.

Machine parts, sanding discs 
and wheel rims suggest the 
partly-burned rubbish dumped 
near a disused forestry gate 
close to Loch Avich was trade 
waste.

� is photograph was sent in 
by an Oban Times reader who 
branded whoever was responsi-

ble as ‘thoughtless individuals 
once again despoiling the 
environment’.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘We are 
committed to ensuring public 
spaces in Argyll and Bute are 
maintained to a high standard 
and ask that any � ytipping is 
reported to us.

‘� e � xed penalty notice for 
� y tipping is £200. If it is not 

paid, prosecution could result 
in a � ne of up to £40,000.

‘We all have to play a part in 
keeping our communities free 
of rubbish by using the many 
waste and recycling centres we 
have in Argyll and Bute. We 
would ask anyone who has a 
concern about � y-tipping to let 
us know either by reporting it 
online at www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk or by calling 01546 605514.’

Elspeth Robertson congratulates 
Angela Louch.

This partly-burned 
rubbish was dumped 
near Loch Avich. 

Argyll NTS members hear talk on historic garden
� e Argyll Members’ Group of 
the National Trust for Scotland 
recently hosted an excellent talk 
in Craignish Hall by Jeremy 
Fenton on Inverewe Garden, le� , 
and its surroundings. 

Inverewe is the world famous 
garden in Wester Ross created by 
Osgood Mackenzie in the 1800s. 
Osgood chose a site on Loch 
Ewe overlooking the village of 
Poolewe to build Inverewe House, 
the surrounds of which consisted 

of bare moorland. Osgood 
planted a shelter belt and once 
the trees had grown tall enough 
he started on the garden which, 
a� er his death, was expanded by 
his daughter Mairi Sawyer. 

She gi� ed the garden to the 
National Trust for Scotland in 
1952. It is a woodland garden 
renowned, in particular, for its 
rhododendron collection, and is 
now a popular stop on the route 
of the North Coast 500.

� e talk was particularly perti-
nent because the members group 
is planning a visit to Inverewe in 
June next year. 

� e group is open to all mem-
bers of the National Trust for 
Scotland and holds talks on the 
second Saturday of the month 
during winter and spring. 

Anyone interested in joining 
the Argyll group should contact 
the chairman James Fenton on 
01852 300545.

completed a hairdressing Level 5 
National Certi� cate at Lews Castle 
College UHI.

Angela was commended for being 
a positive ambassador for her course 
and her college. She helped to 
organise a range of events during 
her studies and was credited with 
presenting a professional image at 
every occasion she attended. She was 
also praised for her commitment 
in the face of challenging personal 
circumstances.

Angela’s course leader, Elspeth 
Robertson, nominated her for the 
award. She explained: ‘Angela is 
a single mother to a pre-school 
daughter and has health issues, but 
she always does what is asked of her 
and has never complained or taken 
additional time o� . 

‘She has been in hospital on a few 
occasions, but has come into college 
the next day so she didn’t disappoint 
clients.’
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Red deer review 
should show 
good progress
Scotland’s upland Deer Management 
Groups (DMGs) have been assessed for 
the third time in six years, with previous 
reviews in 2014 and 2016.

Forty-� ve DMGs cover the majority 
of the red deer range, almost half of 
Scotland’s land area including Argyll, 
and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has 
submitted its latest review report to 
ministers.

Richard Cooke, chairman of the 
Association of Deer Management 
Groups, says he is hopeful the consider-
able progress made by the groups will 
be evident and the important part they 
play in safeguarding and promoting 
Scotland’s natural environment will be 
recognised.

He said: ‘The evidence from the review 
will, we believe, show our sector is at 
the forefront of ecological and habitat 
regeneration, enhancing the landscape, 
and managing Scotland’s iconic deer 
herd sustainably – all a far cry from how, 
and too often, we are portrayed.

‘We believe this detailed examination 
and analysis, which has been presented 
to government, provides clear evidence 
of progress at national and local 
levels. The SNH assessment system is 
well- established and is a robust means 
of monitoring the e� ectiveness of deer 
management.

‘Clearly, the timescales over which 
environmental change can be brought 
about may be decades, but that process 
is well under way. In terms of deer 
densities, the report produced by the 
James Hutton Institute for SNH in 2017 
based on SNH count data showed that, 
after a period of population growth, 
overall densities of deer on the open 
hill had been relatively stable since 
2000 at an overall average of around 10 
deer/km2 and are now declining due to 
culling pressure.’

Walkers urged to 
prepare for winter
With the � rst snows of winter expected, hill 
walkers have been warned they should be 
prepared for winter conditions.

With the days shortening and clocks going 
back an hour last weekend, darkness will be 
coming a lot sooner, making a head torch an 
essential piece of kit.

‘Short days and severe weather put greater 
demands on your equipment and your own 
ability and hillcra� ,’ said Mountaineering 
Scotland safety adviser Heather Morning.

‘Now is the time to make sure you’re properly 
prepared for winter weather and have all the 
necessary equipment as well as adequate 
clothing.

‘Planning for your route takes on extra im-
portance too. You need to factor in the reduced 
daylight hours and that weather and ground 
conditions could slow you down considerably, 

so it’s best not to be overambitious at the start 
of the season.’

From December 14, the sportscotland 
Avalanche Information Service (SAIS) at 
www.sais.gov.uk will again provide free daily 
reports on snow conditions and avalanche 
forecasts for six mountain areas of Scotland.

General hill walking and winter moun-
taineering advice is available through the 
Mountaineering Scotland website at www.
mountaineering.scot and, in partnership with 
Tiso, Cotswold and Craigdon stores, the organi-
sation is running a winter safety lecture tour.

Check out www.mountaineering.scot/safe-
ty-and-skills/courses-and-events/winter-safe-
ty-lectures for dates and venues.

Damon Powell, chairman of Scottish 
Mountain Rescue, said: ‘We fully endorse the 
Mountaineering Scotland winter safety mes-

sage and would encourage hillgoers to ensure 
they have le�  details of their intended route 
and expected return time.

‘At this time of year, mountain rescue teams 
are repacking the equipment needed for the 
shorter daylight hours, colder days and the 
approaching wintry weather. More warm 
clothing, winter grade  waterproofs, thicker 
and more pairs of gloves, warmer hats, gog-
gles, larger torches with su�  cient battery to 
get through a night. Axe, crampons, avalanche 
transceiver, probe and shovel will all be dusted 
o�  and checked ready for when needed.

‘� ese days, a range of navigational tools 
will be carried to assist on dark nights - map 
and compass, GPS and smart phones with 
OS Locate or a mapping app. � ese will all be  
weather proofed and tested to work in wet and 
cold conditions.’

Night-time on 
Beinn Alligin: 
walkers are 
reminded the 
clocks have gone 
back and it is 
time to prepare 
for colder and 
wetter condi-
tions. Photograph: Zak 

Mooney
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Sunday November 3, Meall an 
t-Suidhe, Fort William.
Climb the tourist path to a point 
just below the Half-Way Lochan at 
NN142721. 

Leave the path, and walk NNW up 
the shoulder of Meall an t-Suidhe 
on easy slopes over rough ground 
to the summit.

Descend east or west of the 
craggy ground to the north to 
reach a plateau, then over the 
small mound of Creag Chail. 
Continue the descent to the 
surge chamber at NN137748, then 
follow the tracks and path to the 
distillery. Transport required.

Grade: M+
Distance: 8 KM
Height to climb: 680M
Maps: LR41 EX392
Meet at: Fort William Woollen 

Mill 0910
Start of walk 9.30am
Leader: TBC.

Thursday November 7, Gleann a’ 
Chaolais Circuit, Ballachulish.
A walk along forestry tracks with 
good views across Loch Leven and 
of the Beinn a’Bheithir horseshoe.

Start from the car park at 
NN065586 walk south through gate 
going up hill. Follow track west 
along above Ballachulish House 
cross the burn by the bridge at 
NN047581 turn south west and 
continue up the track to the head 
of the glen. The track now turns 
north east and heads down hill. 
Continue to meet the upward route 
at NN049586 and follow track back 
to start.

Grade: L
Distance: 10 km
Height: 400 m
Meet at: Ballachulish TIC 9.50am
Start of walk 10am
Leader: TB.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would 

like to go on a walk, contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club
Saturday November 2, Schiehal-
lion,
Geal Charn, Kinloch Rannoch.
Schiehallion is well known for its 
graceful form and isolation and 
is a distant feature from many 
viewpoints. 

The route below climbs from 
the W and we are travelling to the 
start by public transport, avoiding 
the 150 mile drive there and back. 
Meet at Fort William Station in 
good time to buy return tickets for 
the 7.44am departure to Rannoch 
Station. From here we take the 
Dial-a-Bus E to Kinloch Rannoch, to 
alight at the start at East Tempar at 
about 9.40am.

Start at E Tempar on the minor 
road, 3km E of Kinloch Rannoch, 
NN690575. Head S on the track 
on the E side of the Tempar Burn 
and follow it to its end below the 
grouse butts. 

Follow the line of butts NE 
uphill, beyond which the ground 
steepens. Continue on the same 
heading, avoiding crags to reach 
the spur at the foot of Schiehal-
lion’s summit ridge. Turn ESE and 
climb it to the top.

Retrace steps to the spur and 
follow the NW ridge down to 
regain the track at about 500m alt.

Return to the start in time to 
board the bus at 1425.
 If the time available for this 

walk seems insu�  cient, the nearby 
Corbett Top of Geal Charn, 792m 
o� ers a pleasant alternative walk:

Head W back along the public 
minor for 400m and turn S at 
NN687575 on to a track that leads 
uphill on the W side of the Tempar 
Burn. Follow the track up to its end 
at a ruin at 750m alt. The summit of 
Geal Charn lies 250m SW.

Train fare depends on rail card 
held. Bus costs £7 each return. 
Train dep Rannoch Station at 1512, 
arr Fort William at 1609.

10 km, 883m ascent
 9km, 592m ascent
Suggested by Jane Ollerenshaw
Co-ordinated by Gavin Theobald.

Highlands conservationist and 
mountaineer new boss of trust
� e John Muir Trust has an-
nounced the appointment of David 
Balharry, one of Scotland’s most 
respected community-focused 
conservationists, as its new chief 
executive following the retirement 
of Andrew Bachell.

David, who lives in the village of 
Cannich and grew up Kinlochewe, 
Newtonmore and Alford, joins 
the trust from the Scottish 
Government, where he was re-
sponsible for rural policy.

He has also been a director of 
Rewilding Britain and previously 
worked for six years for the 
Cro� ers’ Commission - latterly 
as acting chief executive - and 
as technical director of the Deer 
Commission for Scotland.

David studied zoology at 
Aberdeen University and went on 
to do a PhD on the ecology of pine 
martens.

He is a director of Strathglass 
and A� ric Community Company 
and promotes community action 
planning that links with land 
management.

In his spare time, he enjoys 
mountaineering, sea kayaking and 
building log cabins. 

He is a former manager of 
Strathglass Shinty Club and played 
for Strathglass and Newtonmore.

David said: ‘I believe it’s an 
absolute necessity that we protect 
wild places, particularly by em-
powering people and engaging 
rural communities. � e John Muir 
Trust works at the forefront of 
issues I’ve been passionate about 
my whole life. I’m looking forward 
to starting and engaging with 
members, partners, sta� , trustees 
and people and organisations that 
share common interests with us.’

Peter Pearson, chairman of the 

David Balharry.

John Muir Trust, added: ‘We are 
delighted David will be joining 
the trust team and look forward to 
working with him.’

Peter also thanked Andrew 
Bachell for his successful two years 
as chief executive and said: ‘We 
wish Andrew well in his retire-
ment. He leaves the organisation 
in as healthy a situation as we’ve 
been in for some time.’

David will take up his role on 
January 27 2020 a� er a climbing 

trip to Patagonia where he and 
his son will attempt Cerro Torre, 
one of the spires in the Southern 
Patagonian Ice Field of South 
America.

Standing at 3,128m (10,262� ), 
the peak is challenging and the 
summit is protected by some of the 
world’s most spectral ice mush-
rooms. Until then, leadership of 
the Trust is being shared by the 
organisation’s management team, 
supported by trustees.



�e Oban Times & Lochaber Times
Thursday 31 October 201924  LEISURE

YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

If ever a village hall was 
made for a production then 
Benderloch’s Victory Hall 
would certainly be a front 
runner for Matt Hartley’s 
Here I Belong.

Mull �eatre Company, 
part of Comar, brought this 
moving, funny and charm-
ing play to the locality and, 
using both the venue and 
its audience as part of the 
set, proceeded on a journey 
which for many of those 
present was unnerving in 
its familiarity.

Directed by Allie Winton 
Butler, Here I Belong, 
takes its audience through 
decades of history seen 
through the eyes of one 
village resident.

By focussing on the life 
of one woman this gentle, 
a�ecting  production ex-
plores the changing nature 
of English village life over a 

60-year period. It starts on 
the day of the coronation, 
when the war is still fresh 
in people’s memories and 
Elsie is in her late 20s and 
pregnant, and ends on her 
90th birthday.

The play revisits Elsie at 
three other key points in 
her life as loved ones die, 
and governments come 
and go. 

As she gets older the 
question arises of how 
long she can stay in the 
village she has lived in 
for much of her life. As 
the younger generation is 
priced out, there are fewer 
local jobs, and even the 
bus service is cut. Who 
will look after her?

Beautifully played by 
Mary Gapinski, Elsie man-
ages to age convincingly, 
without the use of makeup, 
over half a century over the 

course of the play, while 
Louise Haggerty skilfully 
slips into the skins of four 
contrasting characters, 
Dorothy, Marion, Scarlet 
and Katie, over the 
duration.

�e evening was a warm 
intimate experience as the 
wonderfully adaptable pro-
duction saw the audience 
seated at tables around 
the room while the actors 
moved among them.

Clever set design and use 
of props (Mick Andrew) 
and music (Martin Low) 
enabled the cast to move 
seamlessly from the 1950s 
to the 2010s, taking their 
eager audience with them.

Staying on and sharing 
Elsie’s 90th birthday cake 
at the end of the evening 
just seemed like the right 
thing to do, it would have 
been rude not to.

Here I Belong, in Benderloch

Elsie, right, played by Mary Gapinski and Dorothy (Louise Haggerty) toast the 
coronation with a cuppa.

Call 01778 392014 and quote CHRISTMAS GIFT or go online and enter 
http://bit.ly/30ZdTCc to purchase your gift subscription.

To tick someone off your Christmas list. Simply…
or go online and enter Call 

To tick someone off your Christmas list.

Treat someone special this Christmas
� e perfect gift

 12 ISSUES OF SCOTTISH FIELD FOR £45 
plus receive a FREE Scottish Field mini calendar worth £7.99.

ChristmasChristmas

 6 ISSUES OF SCOTTISH FIELD FOR £25 (no calendar).
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Creative youngsters from all 
over Argyll took part in an 
animation and � lm course 
run by Screen Argyll in 
conjunction with BFI Film 
Academy over the October 
holiday.

A total of 15 students, aged 
16-19 years old, signed up for 
the week-long programme at 
Oban High School, during 
which they developed their 
own ideas from rough sketch-
es to the big screen.

Working alongside pro-
fessional animators and 
� lm makers, the budding 
� lm makers explored and 
experimented with a range 
of animation and � lm-mak-
ing techniques before 
producing their own works 
which will be premiered at 
a Film Exhibition Event and 
Oban Pheonix Cinema on 
November 24.

Skills worked on included 
script writing, model mak-
ing, animation, video editing, 
lighting for camera and 
sound design.

‘I have really enjoyed the 

The students worked alongside professional animators 
and � lm makers.

Photograph: Stewart Tait.

Pupils get animated 
over mid-term break Award-winning writer and 

director Drew Taylor is bring-
ing his exciting new theatrical 
spoken word show thick skin, 
elastic heart to Craignish 
Village Hall.

In association with Platform, 
� eatre Royal Dumfries and 
D&G Arts Live, thick skin, 
elastic heart is an exciting 
collection of contemporary 
spoken word monologues and 
group poems that give a voice 
to the generation who are of-
ten reduced to a sound-bite by 
mass media: ine� ectual, lazy, 
oversensitive ‘snow-� akes’.

Performed by the punchy 
and diverse cast of Cameron 
Fulton, Danielle Jam, Robert 
Elkin and Charlotte Driessler, 
this stimulating hybrid poetic 
theatre production encapsu-
lates exactly what it means 
to be a millennial living in 
modern Britain.

� e show plays like a fren-
zied scroll through a social 
media feed – with seemingly 
disconnected pieces running 
into one another at speed, 
woven together with athletic 
physical delivery. It showcases 
a kaleidoscope of voices from 
throughout the UK, tackling 
a myriad of topics and truly 
capturing the zeitgeist.

Sonnet Youth come to Ardfern

technical side of the course 
and it’s de� nitely something I 
would like to look into doing 
more of,’ said 16-year-old 
Cameron Collings from 
Oban.

Programme co-ordinator 
Brodie Sim said: 'We have 
been blown away by some of 
the work the Argyll students 
have created this week.

‘Each group came up with 
and developed their own 
ideas resulting in a totally 
eclectic range of short � lms 
which are all ready to hit the 
big screen.’

Making a guest appearance 

at the week-long course was 
industry professional Sara 
Harkins, currently working 
as Outlander training 
manager.

Sara’s input along with 
that of creative practitioners, 
Alasdair Satchel, Jim Parkyn 
and Jack Lockhart proved 
invaluable throughout the 
week.

‘We have learned so much 
from this week and it has 
really given me a great insight 
into the � lm industry and 
how things are put together,’ 
said Oban High School pupil 
Anakaven Maidonado.

As if Under Milk Wood 
(Dylan � omas) had been 
� ltered through the lens 
of Instagram, this darkly 
comedic show explores issues 
such as miscarriages, porn 
addiction and the endless 
consequence of self-imposed 
high expectations, screened 
through constant digital 
communication.

Taking the audience on an 
exhilarating and emotional 
journey through the char-
acters’ lives, Drew’s honest, 
witty and at times devastating 
take on millennial’s lived 
experiences, invites the audi-
ence to sit with the fascinating 
minutiae of everyday life and 
re� ect on the moments that 
make us who we are.

Speaking ahead of the show’s 
opening, writer and director 
Drew said: ‘thick skin, elastic 
heart has been in development 
for 10 years; the language of 

the work is really unique; it’s 
equal parts poetry and char-
acter-driven dialogue, a style 
that I have been working for a 
long time to hone. It’s a labour 
of love that I am so excited to 
share across Scotland.

‘I wrote it because I wanted 
to give more of a voice to a 
generation that is so frequent-
ly dismissed. I’ve created 
a forum for topics that are 
a� ecting our younger gener-
ation now, presented in a way 
that feels appropriate for their 
short-form digital interaction. 
� e performance is messy 
and elegant and at least one 
of the segments will resonate 
with everyone’s own personal 
experience.’

thick skin, elastic heart takes 
place in Craignish Village 
Hall, Ardfern on Saturday, 
November 2 at 7.30pm. To book 
tickets, visit www.ticketsource.
co.uk/craignishvillagehall
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Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 

Oban night of 
music and song
Join celebrated Loch Ness 
fiddler, composer and 
teacher Adam Sutherland 
and special guests for a 
night of music and song in 
Oban this Saturday.

Adam will be joined by 
Sileas Sinclair, conductor  of 
the Royal National Mod win-
ning Oban Gaelic Choir and  
guitarist Mike Bryan.

Up-and-coming musi-
cians  Bronwen Davies, 
Ewan McNeill and Robert 

MacInnes will be opening 
the concert at St Columba’s 
Cathedral Church hall on 
November 2 starting at 
7.30pm.

Doors open at 7pm, tickets 
on the door are £12.

� e concert will be followed 
by a music session from stu-
dents of the Adam Sutherland 
School of Fiddle Mixed 
Instrument workshops in the 
Lancaster Hotel, across from 
the venue.

Adam Sutherland will be performing in Oban this week-
end in good company.

With the Mòd now behind 
us, what a relief that there 
are so many great evenings 
approaching in Glasgow. 
Here are the details…

132nd Lewis and 
Harris Association 
annual gathering 
this weekend
What a � ne line-up indeed 
for the concert of the Lewis 
and Harris Association 
Annual Gathering this Friday 
evening at 7.30pm. Margaret 
I MacLeod, James Graham, 
Alastair MacArthur, Hannah 
Knight, and Alistair Paterson 
will all take to the stage to 
entertain what is sure to be 
a packed Glasgow University 
Union. � e gathering 
chairman this year is Angus 
MacLennan and the associ-
ation pipers will also make 
their usual appearance. 

Tickets for the concert are 
£10 and children can enter  
free. � erea� er, the gathering 
dance will begin at 10.30pm 

to the music of Beinn Lee and 
carry on until 2am. Tickets 
are available from committee 
members, from the Park Bar, 
by emailing secretary.glha@
gmail.com, or via PayPal 
on Facebook. � e dance is 
strictly over 18s. 

Annual gathering 
chairman’s dinner 
Not to forget the traditional 
annual chairman’s dinner 
which takes place the evening 
before the concert and 
dance (� ursday November 
1) in honour of this year’s 
Gathering chairman, Angus 
MacLennan. 

Angus will be a very inter-
esting chairman indeed. 

He is the head teacher of 
E-Sgoil, based in Stornoway. 

To describe best what 
E-Sgoil does, it’s probably 
easiest for me to say that 
I was invited along at 
Christmas time last year 
before Tide Lines played in 
the Stornoway Town Hall. 

Angus ushered me into an 
empty classroom where there 

was a massive screen set up.  
Within no time, I was star-
ing at about a dozen di� erent 
classrooms – in schools from 
Castlebay to Ness and all 
points in between. 

It really is a phenomenal 
educational facility for 
schools throughout the 
Western Isles so I am sure 
the association will be very 
appreciative to have Angus 
as their chairman for this 
gathering. 

� e a� er-dinner speech 
will be given by Catriona 
Murray from the BBC, the 
toast to the association by 
Fiona Ross (on behalf of 
the Glasgow Skye), Ruaridh 
Cormack will sing some 
songs, and Alistair Paterson 
will pipe. 

� is year’s dinner takes 
place in the Leonardo Inn 
West End (formerly Pond 
Hotel) on Great Western 
Road. It is 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
and tickets are £30.00. 

Stirling ceilidh 
An Comunn Gaidhealach 
Stirling Branch will be host-

ing a cèilidh in the Lesser 
Albert Hall on Saturday 
November 2 at 7.30pm. 

Anne Bennett, Ross 
Penman, and Gordon 
McKeeve will all be singing; 
Catherine Speight will be 
playing the � ddle; Tom 
Hayashi the pipes; and the 
Cluaran Highland Dancers 
will also be performing. 

Tickets are £6 which 
includes a cup of tea at the 
interval. 

Clydebank cèilidh 
� e next Clydebank 
Highlanders’ Association 
Ceilidh will take place on 
Friday November 8 at 7.30pm. 
� e venue, as usual, is the 
Napier Hall   312 Dumbarton 
Rd, Old Kilpatrick, Glasgow 
G60 5LW

Paisley cèilidh 
� e Paisley Highlanders 
Association (an association 
I was only recently made 
aware of) is having a cèilidh 
on Saturday November 9 
in Elderslie Village Hall at 
7.30pm.
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Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 31 AN An Dàmhair
THURSDAY 31st October
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
18:35 Binneas – Na Trads (Duncan Chisolm) 
(rpt)
18:45 An La – News
19:15 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
19:20 ÙR/NEW: UEFA Women’s Champions 
league 2019 – Glasgow City v Brondby 
21:30 Bus Ghlaschu (rpt)
21:55 Binneas – Na Trads (Phil & Aly) (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW: An Sgrudaire 
22:15 Luingean Lannsaireachd (rpt)
23:00 Trail West aig Barrowland (rpt)
23:30 Mach A Seo (rpt)

DIHAOINE  1 An t-Samhain
FRIDAY 1st An t-Samhain
17.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là - News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19:30 Cearcall (rpt)
20:00 Port (rpt)
20:30 Vets : Gach Creutair Beo S6 (rpt)
21:00 An Drochaid (rpt)
22:00 Trapped S2 (rpt)
22:50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
23:00 Seirm (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 2 An t-Samhain
SATURDAY 2nd November
16.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming 
17.45 An Là – News 
18.00   ÙR/NEW :  Scottish Premiership 
20:00 Machair (rpt)
20:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20:30 Fuine S6 (rpt)
21.00 ÙR/NEW Na Worlds 2019 
22:40 An Sgrudaire (rpt)

23:00 Scottish Premiership (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 3rd An 
t-Samhain 
SUNDAY 3rd  November
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Childrens 
Programming
18.15 An Là - News
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 ÙR/NEW :  Alleluia! (rpt)
20:00 Bus Ghlaschu (rpt)
20:25 Binneas – Na TRads – Lori Watson (rpt)
20.30 Gaisgich Oga an Darna Cogaidh (rpt)
21.00 Truinnsearan ar Sinnsrean (rpt)
22.00 HMS Timbertown (rpt)

DILUAIN 4th An t-Samhain
MONDAY 4th November
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  An Lot (the croft) (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt) 
 
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là - News
20.30  ÙR/NEW: Vets: Gach Creutair Beo S6
21.00 Trusadh S11 – Laithean Sgoile – An 
Rum Beag (Schooldays - The wee room)
22.00 TradFest (rpt)
22.30  Luther 500 : An t-Stri Spioradail/Battle 
for Souls (rpt)
23:30 An Sgrudaire (rpt)
23:45 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (Highlights) 
(rpt)
 
DIMÀIRT 5th An t-Samhain
TUESDAY 5th November
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00  Gaisgich na Stoirme (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News

20.30  ÙR/NEW: Gaisgich Òga an Dàrna 
Cogaidh 
20.55  Binneas – Na Trads – Adam SUtherland 
(rpt)
21.00  Talamh gu Truinnsear (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh S11 – Laithean Sgoile – An 
Rum Beag (Schooldays - The wee room)
23:00 Port (rpt)
23:20 Alleuia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 6th An t-Samhain
WEDNESDAY 6th November
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00 An Lot (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19:55 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Fuine S6 
21:00 Piper Alpha : An Sgail (Piper Alpha : 
Under the Shadow)( rpt)
22:00 Mach a Seo (rpt)
22:30  Tradfest (rpt)
23:00 HMS Timbertown (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 7th An t-Samhain
THURSDAY 7th November
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19:00 Gaisgich na Stoirme/ Storm Heroes (rpt)
19:30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An Là – News
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Eorpa/European Current 
A� airs 
21:00 Rose Reilly (rpt)
22:25 An Sgrudaire (rpt)
22:30 Luingean Lannsaireachd (rpt)
23:25 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (Highlights)
23:30 Mach a Seo (rpt)

Resipole Studios hosts � nal 
music gig of the season
It was some 20 years ago that 
Hilary James and Simon 
Mayor last played to an audi-
ence in Strontian – and that 
was a class of school children, 
writes Nic Goddard.

� e welcome from the 
audience at Resipole Studios 
for their gig last week was just 
as enthusiastic though and 
the performance ended with 
their famous parrot song, 
which required audience 
participation and parrot 
impersonations aplenty.

� is multi-talented duo 
seem to have every single 
creative art covered between 
the two of them, and as they 
passed a guitar back and 
forth to accompany each 
other singing, reciting self- 
penned poetry or playing an 
impressive array of stringed 
instruments they crossed 
over as well as complemented 
each other with their talents.

� e event began with a 
short � lm of Hilary’s art 
work, thanks to digital 
technology capturing every 
stroke and correction of her 

Hilary James and Simon Mayor entertained an apprecia-
tive audience at Resipole Studios.

tablet drawn pieces almost 
like an animation, inspired 
by the poetry and song 
writing skills of Simon and 
accompanied by playing and 
singing.

It was mesmerising to watch 
and listen to and a great 
introduction to the evening.

Simon is widely recognised 
as a world leader in mandolin 
playing and composing while 
Hilary has released countless 
solo and collaborative albums 
of her singing and instrument 
playing.

Weaving their music with 

funny stories and anecdotes, 
encouraging the audience 
to join in with choruses and 
engaging everyone in conver-
sation before and a� er, this 
was an intimate evening with 
two talented artists.

Resipole Studios is an art 
gallery and arts venue near 
Acharacle open all year 
round. 

� is was the � nal musical  
event of 2019, ending a pro-
gramme of eclectic events, 
but gallery owner Andrew 
Sinclair has promised anoth-
er great programme for 2020.
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SEALL Festival of Small 
Halls 2019 kicks o�  on Friday 
November 22 with a triple 
celebration.

� e � rst concert of  the Isle 
of Skye’s popular winter fes-
tival takes place in Kyleakin 
Hall and will not only herald 
the start of nine days of 
world-class Scottish tradi-
tional music in small halls 
around the Isles of Skye and 
Raasay, but will also mark 
SEALL’s 2,000th event since 
its inception 28 years ago.

� e third reason to cele-
brate is this special concert 
and cèilidh dance, which 
features the combined talents 
of eight of Scotland’s best 
trad musicians, is part of the 
2019 Blas Festival.

SEALL’s creative director 
Marie Lewis said: ‘We are so 
excited to be working with 
Blas this year. Blas is such a 
fantastic, well-established 
festival which shares our 
ethos of highlighting culture 
and community and we are 
delighted to be part of the 

2019 programme of events.
‘Our launch night in 

Kyleakin is going to be very 
special. � e concert marks 
SEALL’s 2,000th event since 
it all started back in 1994. 
Almost all of our eight 
festival musicians will play 
together on the stage and we 
have some amazing talented 
young musicians to open the 
evening. � e great chefs of 
Eòlach Food of Glenelg are 
putting on an optional but 
special two-course festival 
dinner at 6.30pm, which will 
be available to 60 diners. � e 
music begins at 8pm.’

Trad giants Duncan 
Chisholm, Donald Shaw, 
Jarlath Henderson, Innes 
Watson, Su-a Lee, Lauren 
MacColl, Hamish Napier, 
Rachel Newton and Megan 
Henderson will be based 
at the Sligachan Hotel 
throughout the festival, 
which takes place between 
November 22-30, and will 
lead concerts, cèilidhs, ses-
sions and workshops inside 

small halls in Braes, Breakish, 
Edinbane, Elgol, Glendale, 
Kilbeg, Kilmuir, Kyleakin, 
Minginish, Portree, Raasay 
and Waternish. Most of the 
participating halls are turn-
ing their event into a special 
celebration with pre-concert 
meals, bars and ra�  es.

� e festival ends on St 
Andrew’s Day (November 
30) with a spectacular cele-
bratory concert and cèilidh 
at the iconic Sligachan Hotel, 
the festival’s main business 
sponsor, in honour of 
Scotland’s National Day. 

For 2019, the popular Small 
Halls Big Cèilidh will be one 
of the events taking place 
across the world as part of 
the global Fair Saturday 
cultural movement and will 
raise funds for Ross-shire 
Women’s Aid.

Marie said: ‘November is 
almost upon us and we are 
very excited about this year’s 
festival. � e hall committees 
have been fantastic and once 
again have got straight into 

Festival of Small Halls tunes upWhat's On
This Week

FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER
Shaun the Sheep: Farmageddon | U 12:00/16:00
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 16:00/18:15
Judy | 12A 18:30
Joker | 15 21:00
Zombieland: Double Tap | 15 21:00
SATURDAY 2ND NOVEMBER
Abominable | U 11:30
Shaun the Sheep: Farmageddon | U 12:30/14:45
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 13:45/16:30
Judy | 12A 17:00
Joker | 15 19:15
Zombieland: Double Tap | 15 19:45
SUNDAY 3RD NOVEMBER
Abominable | U 12:00
Shaun the Sheep: Farmageddon | U 12:30/14:45
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 14:15/16:45
Judy | 12A 17:00
Joker | 15 19:15
Zombieland: Double Tap | 15 19:45

KIDS CLUB RELAXED SCREENING HOH SILVER SCREEN
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
AT £3 A TICKET

EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON
AT £3 A TICKET

WEEKLY SCREENINGS FOR AUTISM, SPECTRUM
OR OTHER. LIGHTS DIMMED, AND SOFTER VOLUME.

ENGLISH SUBTITLES & AUDIO DESCRIBED
FOR THE HARD OF HEARING

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.
Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

WWW.OBANPHOEN IX .COM | 0163 1 5 6 2 9 0 5
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | SCOT T I SH CHAR I T Y NO . SC042 4 0 7

MONDAY 4TH NOVEMBER
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 12:00/16:00
Shaun the Sheep: Farmageddon | U 16:15/18:30
Judy | 12A 18:15
Joker | 15 20:30
Zombieland: Double Tap | 15 20:45
TUESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER
Shaun the Sheep: Farmageddon | U 12:00 /16:15/18:30
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 16:00
Judy | 12A 18:15
Joker | 15 20:30
Zombieland: Double Tap | 15 20:45

THURSDAY 7TH NOVEMBER
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 12:00/17:00
Judy | 12A 14:30
Shaun the Sheep: Farmageddon | U 16:30
NT Live: Hansard | 12A 19:00
Zombieland: Double Tap | 15 19:30

WEDNESDAY 6TH NOVEMBER
Shaun the Sheep: Farmageddon | U 12:00 /16:15/18:30
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 16:00
Judy | 12A 18:15
Joker | 15 20:30
Zombieland: Double Tap | 15 20:45

TICKETS NOW ON SALE
SEE IT FIRST!

MIDNIGHT SCREENING
WEDNESDAY 18TH INTO THURSDAY 19TH

DECEMBER

SAVE MONEY WITH A

gET DISCOUNTS ON:
2d + 3d TICKETS
VIP SEATS
EVENT TICKETS

BUY1 GET1 FREEEVERY
MONDAY

MEMBERSHIPS START FROM £10/yEAR

FIND OUT MORE ONLINE OR ASK AT THE BOX OFFICE

drinks
available at
nt live: hansard
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON IN OBAN
THURSDAY 31ST OCTOBER
Slimming World
Salvation Army Hall, Fort William 
9:30am, 11:30am, 3:00pm, 5:00pm 
& 7:00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10:00am - 12:00pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen. 12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
Halloween disco with K9 Kev
Open till 2:00am
FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER
Reminiscence Group
Oban Library. 12:00pm - 1:30pm
Hope Kitchen Music Group
Salvation Army Hall
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Parsley's Cat Cafe
New Hope Kitchen. 2:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Danny Mooney. Open till 2:00am 
SATURDAY 2ND NOVEMBER
Hill Walk

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

Kinloch Rannoch. All day
Ganavan Parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban. 9:30am
Community Cafe
Salvation Army Hall. 12:00pm - 2:00pm
You Choose - Every show is unique
Corran Halls. 2:00pm - 3:00pm
Holly Tea 
Glencruitten Parish Church Hall 
2:00pm - 4:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Chunks. Open till 2:00am 
SUNDAY 3RD NOVEMBER
Morning Service - Refreshments 
follow
Salvation Army Hall
11:00am - 12:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9:30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher
MONDAY 4TH NOVEMBER
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Fellowship Meeting
New Hope Kitchen. 2:00pm
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead

5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Martyn's Monday Club Mens
New Hope Kitchen. 7:00pm - 9:00pm
TUESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Carers Co� ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre
10:30am - 12:00pm
AA Open Session
Salvation Army Hall
12:00pm - 2:00pm
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen. 2:00pm
Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen. 7:00pm - 9:00pm
A1 Anon
Salvation Army Hall
7:00pm - 9:00pm
WEDNESDAY 6TH NOVEMBER
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall. 9:00am 
- 12:00pm
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9:30am, 11:30am, 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Open Day
Greenshoots Garden
10:30am - 3:30pm

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

Festival of Small Halls tunes up

Enjoy a fun and exciting evening with incredible food, live music, 
dancing, and a joyous celebration while we ring in the bells!

TO MAKE A ROOM OR DINNER RESERVATION,  
EMAIL RESERVATIONS@MACHDUNES.COM OR CALL 01586 810 019

MACHRIHANISH DUNES
C E L E B R A T E  H O G M A N A Y  A T

3 1  D E C E M B E R

5:00PM-9:00PM: 
Enjoy a Special Hogmanay Meal

UNTIL 9PM: 
“Dance ‘Til The Bells” Disco

5:00PM-9:00PM: 
Extraordinary Specials from Chef Gordon

UNTIL 9PM: 
Live Music Featuring Matthew McCallister

the spirit of the event by 
organising festival meals and 
ra�  es to make their night 
extra special.

‘We are so grateful to all 
of our funders and sponsors 
whose support and generosity 
have allowed us to bring the 
SEALL Festival of Small 
Halls to Skye and Raasay for 
another year and given us a 
great excuse to celebrate our 
communities and unique 
culture together.’ 

� is year, the Sligachan 
Hotel base plays host to 
the festival talks. World-
renowned BBC broadcaster 
Matthew Bannister will 
present a talk and � lm on 
his award-winning podcast 
Folk on Foot on Sunday 
November 24. On � ursday 
and Friday, November 28 and 
29, celebrated Errogie � ddle 
player Adam Sutherland, who 
comes as a special guest to 
this year’s festival, will inter-
view some of the Small Halls’ 
musicians for his popular 
podcast Interesting People.

As part of SEALL’s com-
mitment to open access to all 
events, the festival supports 

young people in a number 
of ways by exposing them to 
high quality performance art 
through ticket incentives and 
performance opportunities. 

Young rising stars of 
the Scottish traditional 
music scene will have the 
opportunity to learn from 
the masters and, over the 
course of the festival, mu-
sicians will be leading free 
school music workshops for 
pupils in Broadford, Carbost, 
Dunvegan, Edinbane, Elgol, 
Kilmuir, Knockbreck, Kyle, 
Kyleakin, MacDiarmid, 
NCETM Plockton, Sta�  n 
and Struan.

� e festival has received 
support through Creative 
Scotland, Scotland’s Winter 
Festivals, the Sligachan Hotel, 
Culture and Business Fund 
Scotland, the Blas Festival, the 
Highland Council, Edinbane 
Community Company, the 
Old Inn Carbost and Cuillin 
FM (media sponsors).

� e festival is designed 
to bring Skye and Raasay’s 
communities together for a 
special winter evening and 
give people cause to celebrate 

their traditional music and 
culture in their own village 
halls with some of the best 
trad musicians in the world.

Marie added: ‘We are really 
looking forward to seeing 
everyone and hearing the 
musicians play together 
inside one of our beautiful 
small halls. Early indications 
are showing this year is going 
to be even more successful 
than our inaugural festival in 
2018, when some venues sold 
out weeks before the event.

‘We have already sold more 
than 25 per cent of our tickets 
and we haven’t even begun 
the main publicity campaign 
yet. We are expecting full 
houses across the islands 
this year and invite everyone 
to come along and enjoy big 
music in their small hall, but 
book their tickets early.’

For further information, 
tickets and to download the 
full programme visit www.
smallhallsfestival.co.uk or 
www.seall.co.uk/small-halls. 
Alternatively, pick up a 
printed programme from 
various outlets across Skye 
and Raasay.
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Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
13.00 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16 17

18

19 20 21 22

23

24 25

26 27

Across

1 Shock (4)

3 Collided (8)

9 Plenty (7)

10 Sunday morning treat (3-2)

11 Having two feet (5)

12 Personify (6)

14 Senescence (3,3)

16 Road (6)

19 Casual wear (1-5)

21 Prepare to surf? (3,2)

24 Reference book (5)

25 Least (7)

26 As a wall with no concrete (3-5)

27 Style (4)

Down

1 One who uses bullying methods (8)

2 Delight in (3,2)

4 Covered face (6)

5 Improvise (2-3)

6 Pedal (7)

7 Dip a biscuit (4)

8 Sausage roll (3,3)

13 Actors to replace the seen ones (5,3)

15 Defy (7)

17 Skill (6)

18 Pollen producer (6)

20 Unreactive (5)

22 Hand over (5)

23 Lying down (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD

On Sunday November 10, the 
world famous Brodsky Quartet 
will play St John’s Cathedral. 
� e concert is part of Oban 
Music Society’s calendar of 
events, starting at 3pm.

Gina McCormack on violin, 
Ian Belton on violin, Paul 
Cassidy on La Del� na viola, 
and Jacqueline � omas on 
cello perform all over the 
world, have a catalogue of 
recordings, and have won 
many major awards.

As such, they are one of the 
most internationally famous 
ensembles to have played in 
Oban for many a long year.

� roughout their career, 
spanning 45 years, the 
Brodsky Quartet have 
enjoyed a busy international 
performing schedule, and 
have extensively toured the 
major festivals and venues 
throughout Australasia, 
North and South America, 
Asia, South Africa and 
Europe, as well as in the UK, 
where the quartet is based.  
� e quartet is also regularly 
recorded for television and 
radio with its performances 
broadcast worldwide.

As well as playing classical 
music, the four have worked 

Brodsky Quartet to play Oban

(and recorded) with Björk, 
Elvis Costello and Paul 
McCartney.  

 Over the years, the Brodsky 
Quartet has undertaken nu-
merous performances of the 
complete cycles of quartets 
by Schubert, Beethoven, 
Tchaikovsky, Britten, 
Schoenberg, Zemlinsky, 
Webern and Bartok. 

It is, however, the complete 

Shostakovich cycle that has 
now become synonymous 
with its name: the 2012 
London performance of the 
cycle resulted in the quartet  
taking the prestigious title 
Artistic Associate at London’s 
Kings Place and, in October 
2016, releasing a second re-
cording of the cycle, this time 
live from the Muziekgebouw, 
Amsterdam. 

� e musicians have taught at 
many international chamber 
music courses and have held 
residencies in several music 
institutes including, at the 
start of their careers, the � rst 
such post at the University 
of Cambridge and latterly 
at the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland, where they are 
visiting International Fellows 
in Chamber Music. 

Cancer Research 
Committee Oban 

Branch

QUIZ NIGHT
in Masonic Hall
Albany Street

Friday 8th November 2019 
At 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Quiz Master: Tony Cave 
Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
Maximum 6 per team
Ra�  e. Refreshments 

available 
Admission £3.00 per 

person 
Pay at the door

Oban Accordion 
& Fiddle Club

Thursday 7th November 
2019. 7.30pm
Royal Hotel

Guest Artist: The 
McAllister Brothers

Admission £4
All Welcome!
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like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Around the markets
Dalmally – United Auctions 
on Friday October 25 held 
a sale of 2,069 sheep of all 
classes. Lambs averaged 
£39.15 (+£5.46). A good 
show of long-keeping type 
lambs sold to a lively ringside 
of buyers resulting in all 
classes selling above sellers’ 
expectations. Breeding sheep 
of all classes were particular-
ly in keen demand.
Leading prices per head:
Lambs: 
Su�  - £50.00, Duntuim; 
Tex - £58.50, Blarghour; 
£56.00, Duntuim; £55.00, 
Achnacreemore; £52.50, 
Kengharair; £52.50, 
Duntuim; £50.00, Mamore; 
£50.00 – Blarghour. Chev - 
£45.00, £44.50, Glenshero; 
£44.00, Bardaravine. Cross 
- £62.00, Ardachuple; £56.00, 
Duntuim; £50.00, Birch� eld. 
Zwa - £44.00, Aspin Lodge. 
Mule - £51.00, Ardachuple; 
£44.00, East� eld. 
BF – £52.00, Blarghour; 
£48.50, Duncroisk; £48.00, 
Laggan; £46.00, Mamore; 
£44.00, Auchlyne; £41.00, 
South Hall. Jac - £44.00, 
East� eld.
Ewe lambs:
BF - £48.00, Castles Estate; 
£47.00, Glenfeochan Estate; 
£44.00, Achnaba; £42.00, 
Kirkton Farm.
Ewes:
Tex - £70.00, Fidden; 
£48.00, Curacao; £40.00, 

Blackmount. Chev - £52.00, 
Blackmount; £38.00, 
Kingairloch Estate. 
Cross - £44.00, Treshnish 
Farm; £44.00, Curacao. 
Mule - £48.00, Ardchatten. 
BF - £68.00, Duncroisk; 
£52.00, Cuiluaine; £51.00, 
Callachally; £50.00, Castles 
Estate; £50.00, £48.00, 
Ardchonnel Farm.
Correct ewes:
BF - £54.00, Auchreoch; 
£52.00, Duncroisk; £52.00, 
Boreland Farms.
Gimmers:
Mule - £105, Fernoch (Lyon). 
BF - £78.00, £75.00, Kirkton 
Farm. Lleyn - £88.00, 
Kirkton Farm. BFL - £90.00, 
Fernoch (Lyon).
Rams:
Lleyn - £200, £160, £150, 
Craig Farm; Tex - £160, £150, 
Ichrachan.
Leading prices per kilo:
Lambs:
Lleyn – 145p, Kirkton Farm; 
Tex – 166p, 159p, Duntuim; 
156p, Kengharair; 156p, 
Blarghour; 156p, Mamore. 
Chev – 158p, Rhynachulaig; 
157p, 147p, Bardaravine. 
Cross – 151p, Duntuim; 
146p, Rhynachulaig; 146p, 
Achnacreemore; 144p, Ellary 
Farm. BF – 150p, Ardachy; 
149p, Auchlyne; 144p, 
Duncroisk; 142p, Blarghour; 
141p, Ellary Farm.

Fort William – Dingwall 

and Highland Marts Ltd on 
Monday October sold 1,106 
store sheep of all classes.
Lambs (625) sold to £48 gross 
twice for a Cheviot from 
Kilmory, Acharacle and for a 
Cross from Ockle, Achteny.
Ewes (415) sold to £61 gross 
for Cheviots from Balnaha, 
Kilmory.
Feeding sheep (66) sold to 
£56 gross for Blackface rams 
from 5 Treslaig, Fort William 
and 4 Glebehill, Kilchoan.
Other leading prices per 
head:
Store lambs: Cross – Moy 
Farm, Banavie, £47.50, 26 
Tomonie, Banavie, £47, 
Fersit, Roy Bridge, £46.50;
BF – Green� eld, Invergarry 
and Ardnamurchan Estate, 
Ardnamurchan, £47, 
Tomonie, Fort William, 
£46.50, Branault, Achteny, 
Insh Farm, Spean Bridge 
and Moy Farm, £44.50; Chev 
– Kilmory, Acharacle, £47, 
Tomonie, £46, Keil Farm, 
Ardgour, £42.50.
Ewes: Chev – Balnaha, £52, 
Ardnamurchan Estate and 
Ardgour Estate, £42; Cross – 
4 Glebehill, £44, 26 Tomonie, 
£41, Ockle, £40; BF – Fersit, 
£41.50, Moy Farm, £39.50.
Feeding sheep: Chev wdr 
– Kilmory, Acharacle, £44; 
Chev ram – Ardgour Estate 
and 4 Glebehill, £40;
Cross gmr – Ardnamurchan 
Estate, £40.

Union appoints two new 
members to its team
Zoe Meldrum and Ruth Taylor 
have joined NFU Scotland as 
rural business policy adviser 
and climate change policy 
manager respectively.

� e two additions to the 
policy team, based at the 
NFUS head o�  ce in Ingliston, 
are joining the union at an 
exciting time for the industry 
and their roles will be building 
on the already highly regarded 
lobbying work being done.

Climate change has become 
an increasingly important 
issue for Scotland’s farmers 
and cro� ers, and the union has 
re� ected this with the hiring of 
Ruth Taylor policy manager.

Ruth joins NFU Scotland 
having spent the past two years 
at the Scottish Parliament, 

where she worked on environ-
ment and rural a� airs issues.

Ruth has also worked 
abroad in China and received 
a degree in law from Glasgow 
University and a Master’s 
in International Law and 
Sustainable Development from 
Strathclyde University.

Ruth said: ‘I am delighted 
to be joining the team at an 
exciting time for Scottish 
agriculture. I look forward 
to contributing to NFU 
Scotland’s work on climate 
change and working to ensure 
that Scottish farmers and 
cro� ers are recognised for the 
work already being done to 
tackle climate change.’

Zoe’s position as rural busi-
ness policy adviser covers an-

other area prioritised by NFU 
Scotland and its members.

� e role means Zoe will be 
directly involved with policy 
areas which a� ect NFUS 
members’ business and will 
aim to support them as much 
as possible.

Zoe grew up in the Scottish 
Borders and completed an un-
dergraduate degree in Geology 
and Physical Geography and 
a Master’s in Environmental 
Protection and Management 
from Edinburgh University.

Zoe said: ‘Business function-
ality underpins all aspects of 
farming I am looking forward 
to supporting members. It is 
essential � rms are empowered 
to adapt to ever-changing 
landscape.’

Ruth Taylor, left and Zoe Meldrum have both joined the NFU Scotland.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

S & S Services Isuzu

BOOK A TEST 
DRIVE TODAY

01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

#Over 40 MPG figure applies to manual transmission models. MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max 
range in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact us or visit isuzu.co.uk
†Important Information. Business users only. Rental amounts shown are for an Isuzu Utah Double Cab Commercial Vehicle On The Road with manual transmission, excluding special paint finish. Contract based on 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained. Vehicle must be 
returned in a good condition to avoid further charges. Provided by Lex Autolease Ltd trading as Isuzu Contract Hire, Heathside Park, Heathside Park Road, Stockport SK3 0RB. Excludes motability and fleet sales, not available in conjunction with any other o£ers or with 
BASC or NFU member discounts. Available until 31.12.2019. Finance options available at participating dealers only, subject to status. ̂ Leather and other materials. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 miles/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies 
to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

Utah Model pictured (inc. optional special paint finish) from £260.33 a month +VAT plus Initial Rental in advance of £2,342.97 +VAT.

ISUZU D-MAX UTAH FROM ONLY

£249†

PER 
MONTH
+ VAT

INITIAL RENTAL
£2,249.64 +VAT

BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE
35 MONTHLY RENTALS OF £249.96 +VAT. EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE OF 11.7p 
+VAT PER MILE AND RETURN CONDITIONS APPLY. VAT PAYABLE AT 20%. 
PROVIDED BY ISUZU CONTRACT HIRE.

THE AWARD WINNING ISUZU D-MAX UTAH

THE FULL 
WORKS

KEY FEATURES:
• 18" ALLOY WHEELS
• LEATHER UPHOLSTERY^
• HEATED FRONT SEATS

• KEYLESS ENTRY & PUSH 
BUTTON START SYSTEM

• REAR PARKING SENSORS
• REVERSING CAMERA

• APPLE CARPLAY™ & 
ANDROID AUTO™

• SATELLITE NAVIGATION
• ROOF BARS

22438 Isuzu Q4 2019 Utah BCH Dealer HP Ad_1.indd   1 17/10/2019   16:20
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DISCOVER WHAT AGRISCOT CAN DO FOR YOUR BUSINESS

20 NOVEMBER 2019
ROYAL HIGHLAND CENTRE,
INGLISTON, EDINBURGH

AgriScot
Your Farm Business Event

We would like to keep in touch. Please sign-up
via our website to receive all the latest
AgriScot news.

www.agriscot.co.uk

“I have attended AgriScot since I was 
a student, and was delighted to win 
the Business Skills Award, for young 
people, at AgriScot in 2015.”

I have now graduated and work as an 
agricultural consultant whilst also 
being heavily involved in the sheep 
and cattle business here at Torloisk
on Mull.”

It is great to attend AgriScot each 
year to keep up to date with 
innovative thinking, products and 
services that can make a real 
difference to the bottom line 
profitability of LFA farms like Torloisk 
and to exchange the latest news and 
knowledge with other farmers and 
agricultural professionals.”

Claire Simone�a
Torloisk Farm, Isle of Mull

 Photography by Angus MacKay

AGRISCOT: YOUR FARM BUSINESS EVENT
AgriScot, ‘your farm business event’, will take place on November 20 in the Royal Highland Centre at Ingliston. 

�is year will mark 25 years since the 
foundation of AgriScot. In 1994, in its 
original format as DairyScot, the event 
had a focus on the dairy sector. However, 
moving with the times and mirroring 
changes in the wider industry, the event 
transformed into AgriScot in 2001 and 
now has wide appeal to professionals 
from all farming sectors.

In this special AgriScot preview, there is 
a taste of what visitors can expect from 
AgriScot 2019:

TRADESTANDS
AgriScot 2019 will feature more than 240 trade 
stands and a machinery hall packed with the 
latest information, innovation and advice to 
help farmers get the most from their business. 

BUSINESS SEMINARS
�e free-to-attend business seminars at 
AgriScot are a major attraction year a�er year.  
For 2019 the packed programme will include 
political debate, new entrant advice, digital 
accounting and a sneak insight into the 
Oxford Farming Conference.

WORKSHOPS & DEMONSTRATIONS
A main ring demonstration of beef cattle 
management techniques and workshops with 
appeal to all farming sectors will take place 
throughout the day.

SHOWCASING BEST PRACTICE
AgriScot seeks to demonstrate, showcase 
and reward best practice. Part of this aim is 
delivered by the Farm of the Year Awards. 
Awards are made annually to nominated 
farms, judged by the assessors to be the best, 
arable, beef, dairy and sheep units in Scotland.

DEVELOPING THE NEXT GENERATION
�e AgriScot Business Skills competition 
encourages young farmers, students and other 
young agricultural professionals to demon-
strate and further develop their farm business 
management skills.  

�e �nal of the competition takes place on 
the day of AgriScot with the winner presented 
with a cheque for £1,000 courtesy of sponsors, 
Dairymaster.

SHOWCASING INNOVATION
To further the AgriScot aim of showcasing 
new and innovative products, services and 
thinking, each year the AgriScot Product 
Innovation Award is presented. 

�e award is open to all AgriScot trade stand 
exhibitors and is judged by a panel of expert 
judges on the day prior to AgriScot, enabling 
award certi�cates to be proudly displayed to 
visitors on the big day.

NEW PRODUCT LAUNCHES
AgriScot is the number one winter business 
event for new product launches. �e event 
has regularly hosted the UK public debut of 
machines from major manufacturers such as 
John Deere.

TOP CATTLE ON PARADE
Top dairy cattle from throughout the British 
Isles make the annual pilgrimage to AgriScot 
to compete for the prestigious Super Cow and 
Super Heifer titles.

INDOOR COMFORT
AgriScot utilises every available square metre 
of the huge exhibition hall complex at the 
Royal Highland Centre. With the whole event 
under cover, it can cope with the worst of 
Scottish November weather.

REGISTER NOW FOR FASTRAC ENTRY
AgriScot 2019 will take place at the Royal Highland Centre, Edinburgh on November 20, 
but visitors are encouraged to register their attendance much earlier than that, in order to 
beat the potential entry queues on the day.
Fastrac online registration, sponsored by Scot JCB, is open now.

Thanks to the support of sponsors and trade exhibitors there is no charge to visitors for entry 
to AgriScot, but people are simply ask to register online in advance.
Whilst there will be registration desks available on the day at all entrances, it is strongly rec-
ommended that, in order to avoid having to queue, visitors take advantage of the Scot JCB 
sponsored online Fastrac registration at the AgriScot website, www.agriscot.co.uk

PACKED 
PROGRAMME
�e AgriScot seminar programme for 2019 
is packed with interest for agricultural 
professionals from all sectors.  �e annual 
head-to-head between NFUS and Scottish 
Government will get things started in the 
NFU Mutual sponsored seminar room one. 
�is seminar will be a must-attend event for 
anyone hoping to make sense of the prevailing 
political climate.

�e ever-popular Scottish Dairy Hub panel 
session, in conjunction with Kite Consulting, 
will also take place in seminar room one and 
this year will also feature Scottish Government 
minister Mairi Gougeon MSP, minister for 
rural a�airs and natural environment. In 
seminar room two, an exciting QMS seminar 
looking at the Monitor Farm Programme will 
get things underway. �is will be followed by 
a seminar by EQ Accountants entitled Farm 
Financial Management and will  focus on 
how accounting packages such as Xero have 
enabled the leap from historical to real time �-
nancial data analysis, which in turn can enable 
smarter farming and business improvements.

Brodies LLP will round o� the a�ernoon as 
sponsors of seminar room two by bringing A 
Taste of Oxford to AgriScot, in partnership 
with Oxford Farming Conference (OFC).  �e 
session will provide an insight into the Hands 
Free Hectare project from Kit Franklin, senior 
lecturer of agricultural engineering at Harper 
Adams, before Tom Rawson, director of 
Evolution Farming, Caroline Millar, owner of 
Hideaways and past chairman of the OFC and 
Clive Phillips of Brodies, will lead a discussion 
to consider alternative farming structures.

AGRISCOT 
COMPETITION 
OPPORTUNITY 
FOR YOUNG 
FARMERS
Young Farmers, young agri-professionals and 
students from throughout Scotland have been 
entering an AgriScot competition aimed at 
developing their business skills. 

A £1,000 cash prize will be provided to the win-
ner of the AgriScot Business Skills Competition 
courtesy of competition sponsors Dairymaster,

Heather Kerr, a lecturer at SRUC and the new 
co-ordinator of the competition said: ‘Taking 
part in the AgriScot Business Skills competi-
tion is a valuable learning and development 
experience.’

Initial entry to the competition is in the form 
of a short essay on a pertinent agricultural topic, 
or question, set by the co-ordinator. �e best 
entrants are then invited to take part in regional 
heats – covering the north and south of Scotland. 

Heats are held on farm in late October, with 
competitors assessed, usually by the host farmer 
and a guest judge from the wider industry, across 
a range of key farm business management tasks. 

From the regional heats, �nalists will then emerge 
to compete at the �nal on the day of AgriScot, 
November 20. 

�e �nal will involve competitors evaluating and 
reporting on a designated innovative product or 
service showcased at the event – ‘How could this 
bene�t a farming business?’ being the question 
posed.

AGRISCOT 2018... THEY SAID WHAT? FEEDBACK FROM LAST YEAR
‘�e �rst thing that struck me 
was the buzz! I had some spe-
ci�c people to see and this is 
a great opportunity. AgriScot 
is great for networking and 
business.’

Bill Gray, arable farmer

‘AgriScot has been very good 
for us. We have seen people 
from all over Scotland, 
England and Ireland.  People 
like the fact that this is a free 
event.’

Dave Badder, Isuzu UK

‘�ere are plenty of chances to 
network at AgriScot and the 
variety of trade stands pre-
sents some brilliant business 
opportunities. A friend even 
had a job interview.’

Amelia Lynch, vet 



�e Oban Times & Lochaber Times
Thursday 31 October 201934 MOTORS

Safer driving in rain and �ood
What’s the maximum depth of water that can be driven through safely? 
Driving through any depth of water can be dangerous. Even just six inches – or 15cm of water – 
will reach the bottom of most passenger cars. Above this depth drivers can lose control or stall 
the engine because water can be sucked into the exhaust or washed into the air intake.
How can I reduce the risk of stalling?
If you are driving a manual car, press the clutch down slightly at the same time as pressing the 
accelerator. �is will help the car move along slowly and should keep water out of the exhaust pipe. 
Stay in the same gear throughout the �ood.  In an automatic car, you can consider keeping your foot 
on the accelerator while using your lowest gear, but control the speed with your footbrake.
What if I stall in a �ood?
Don’t attempt to restart the engine as you will risk severe damage. You’ll need to remove the 
injectors or plugs to get rid of any water – so the best thing to do is to get out of your vehicle and 
wade to higher ground, especially if the water is rising. �en, if you’re a GEM member, call us 
when it’s safe – if you’re not, then call your own breakdown recovery provider.
What should I do when I’m through a �ood?
You’ll need to make sure your brakes are e�ective – dry them by applying them gently and take 
it easy for a few miles a�er the �ood.

SAFER DRIVING IN SNOW 
What is a safe speed for driving in snow?
Experience shows that it is not your speed that’s the problem, it’s how you lose the speed in order 
to stop in an emergency, or to negotiate a sharp bend, or pull up safely at a junction. If there is 
snow on the road, your braking distance will be vastly increased compared to what you’re used 
to on a dry road. �e faster you go, the more distance you will need to stop safely. Be sure to 
maintain a risk assessment. If it’s actually snowing and settling, then you must slow right down. 
Try to maintain momentum by anticipating when you’ll need to slow down and speed up.
How can I expect my rear-wheel drive car to behave on snow?
It may well accelerate poorly, I’m afraid. Front wheel drive cars will be much better at pulling o� 
in conditions of low traction.
What are the best roads to use when it’s snowing?
It may sound unhelpful, but the best advice is not to drive at all if you don’t need to. Gentle hills 
can become impassable, and even busy motorways can quickly turn into car parks during a 
snowfall.
What emergency equipment should I take if I have to drive in snow?
Take a hot drink �ask, snacks, a blanket, rug or sleeping bag to ensure you can stay warm if you 
get stuck. If you need to leave your vehicle, then it’s a good idea to ensure you have boots, a warm 
coat and re�ective jacket with you.

SAFER DRIVING IN FOG
What is fog?
Fog is a thick wet mist that either rolls in from the sea or radiates up from the ground. Fog forms 
when the temperature drops to the point at which air is saturated, and invisible water vapour in 
the air condenses to form suspended water droplets.
Why is driving through fog dangerous?
Primarily because you can see so little. Go slowly, use dipped headlights and fog lights, but 
remember to switch the fogs o� when visibility improves.
Is there anything I can do to continue driving safely when the fog is really thick?
Quite possibly not. You can wind down the window, in an attempt to hear what you may not be 
able to see, but there’s no magic way for gaining visibility.
Should I use the rear lights of the vehicle in front or the centre white line of the road 
as reference points?
No. It’s dangerous to follow the lights of the vehicle in front as you may well allow yourself to get 
too close, meaning you might not have enough space to stop suddenly. You can follow the edge 
of the road as a reference point, but not the centre.
If I see another car without lights, should I take the number plate and report the 
driver?
We advise that you focus on keeping yourself and your passengers safe.

SAFER DRIVING WHEN BLACK ICE THREATENS 
Why is it called ‘black’ ice?
Largely because it blends in very well (too well, in fact) with the road environment. Black ice is 
actually clear and colourless but it is invisible above the dark tarmac of the road.
How will I know if I’m driving on black ice?
Your steering will feel light, you won’t see tyre tracks on the road ahead, and there will be next 
to no noise from your tyres.
If I can’t see it, how can I look out for black ice?
Pay attention to your car thermometer. Black ice forms when the road surface temperature falls 
to 0 degrees Celsius or below. But road surface temperature is usually three to four degrees lower 
than air temperature. �at’s why you may get an audible cold weather warning when your car 
thermometer shows three or four degrees.
When and in what locations is black ice most likely to form?
�e most likely times for the forming of black ice are around dawn and in the late evening, when 
temperatures are usually at their lowest. �e most common locations for black ice are shaded or tree-
covered parts of roads, due to the lack of sunlight. Bridges freeze quickly so be particularly careful.
What should I do if I realise I’m on black ice?
Stay calm and let your car pass over the back ice. Gently li� your foot o� the accelerator. Don’t 
hit the brakes and be very gentle with your steering. If you feel the car is starting to slide, don’t 
attempt to overcorrect. Remember that on ice your car will have no traction.

Road safety and breakdown organisation GEM Motoring Assist is encouraging motorists to 
ensure they – and their vehicles – are ready for the potential challenges of driving in winter.



Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

C o n t a c t  u s  f o r  c a r ,  v a n ,  4 x 4  a n d  s h u t t l e b u s  h i r e

SALES • REPAIRS • SERVICING
GREAT DEALS ON NEW ‘69’ PLATE PEUGEOTS

ASK ABOUT OUR COMPETITIVE FINANCE PACKAGES

2018 (68) Peugeot 
2008 Allure Premium 
PureTech Auto

Black, 7700 miles, glass roof, 
satellite navigation, parking 
camera, alloys, leather trim.
£13999

2018 (68) Peugeot 208 
GT Line PureTech 110

Silver, 3000 miles, ex-demo, 
glass roof, satellite navigation, 
sports styling, parking sensors, 
smartphone connectivity.
Was £12999
Now £12499

2017 (66) Peugeot 108 
Active 1.0 Petrol

White, only 8800 miles, £0 
road tax, bluetooth, radio/
USB, air conditioning, colour 
touch screen.

£6499

NEW ‘69’ 2008 Allure Premium BlueHDI
List Price £22800 
Our Price £17499 
Satellite navigation, parking 
camera, smartphone 
connectivity, glass roof & 
grip control as standard.  
Choice of colour

NEW ‘69’ 208 Tech Edition PureTech
Satellite navigation, parking camera & assist, 
smartphone connectivity, 
two-tone alloys 
& auto lights as standard.   

List Price £16800   
Our Price £13499                                                                                        
Or from £208 per month
£208 per month on PCP � nance over 48 months. Initial payment £684.72. 6000 miles per annum, terms & conditions apply. Optional � nal payment £5691.00.

VISIT US FOR A 
FULL WINTER 

VEHICLE CHECK
FOR JUST £29.99

Call in for your free tyre 
check – replacements at 

competitive prices as you 
would � nd online. 

Having your vehicle properly 
serviced helps to maintain 
its safety and reliability – 

Servicing from just £179.00



Blade+ is equipped with a 
comprehensive safety package 
including front camera, reversing 
camera and front and rear parking 
sensors. A cut above the standard 
Blade, new Lazer Lights are mounted 
to the front bumper to improve 
visibility even further. Plus, it’s even 
easier to operate as the pro-li� tailgate 
assist gives the tailgate movement a 

smoother look and feel and makes 
it light enough to close with just one 
�nger.

Limited to an exclusive run of only 
150 vehicles, Blade+ will feature a 
numbered interior badge positioned 
just in front of the gearstick. Bespoke 
Blade+ decals, puddle lamps, 
illuminated door sills and leather 
upholstery contribute to a feeling of 

luxury and with a wireless charger 
removing the hassle of forgetting your 
phone cable it’s easy to stay connected.

In addition to the new features 
mentioned above, the Isuzu D-Max 
Blade+ retains its superior 3.5 tonne 
towing, outstanding 125,000 mile / 5 
year warranty (whichever comes �rst) 
and 5 year roadside assistance in the 
UK and across Europe.

GIVE YOURSELF AN EDGE WITH 
THE NEW ISUZU D-MAX BLADE+

�is top of the range pick-up retains all the features 
of the multi award-winning Isuzu D-Max Blade 
but also includes the following equipment over a 
standard double cab:

Exterior:
• Alpha Type E Canopy or Mountain Top 

Roller Cover with Black Sports Bar
• Front Skirt
• 19” Gun Metal Alloys Wheels
• Front Camera
• Pro-Lift Tailgate Assist
• Blade+ Decal
• Blade+ Puddle Lamps
• Lazer Lights - Front Bumper
Interior:
• Blade+ Leather Upholstery
• Wireless Charger
• Blade+ Branded Carpet Mats
• Blade+ Branded Illuminated Door Sills
• Blade+ Start up screen
• Numbered Interior Badge

WINTER SALE NOW ON ACROSS THE RANGE - BEAT THE EEP INCREASE AND REGISTER BEFORE 31/12/19

With the launch of the new Isuzu 
D-Max Blade+ double cab S&S 
Services is delighted to have 2 of 
the special edition models in stock 
and ready to drive away today. Only 
a limited volume of 150 vehicles 
in total were produced and S&S 
Services have either a manual or 
auto transmission available. 



WINTER SALE NOW ON ACROSS THE RANGE - BEAT THE EEP INCREASE AND REGISTER BEFORE 31/12/19

THE SUBARU OUTBACK -  
The Rugged Estate

An estate that’s as comfortable on 
muddy �elds as it is on city streets, 
the Outback is a practical, capable 
car that’s brilliantly safe on the 
road. Stylish, spacious and re�ned, 
Outback takes you further.

New Outback boasts an array of 
updates including an upgraded 

interior and infotainment system 
(with DAB radio and Apple 
CarPlay™ and Android Auto™ 
functionality); front and side 
view monitors to minimise blind 
spots and make tight manoeuvres 
easier than ever; and LED steering 
responsive headlights.
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� ere’s no hiding from the 
hybrid message. Finally, 
other car manufacturers are 
catching on to the fact that 
hybrid really is the here and 
now. Economical, kinder to 
the planet and more e�  cient 
for customers, when it comes 
to choosing your next car, 
it’s a no brainer. � is is not 
news to Toyota who � rst 
introduced hybrid vehicles 20 
years ago. We are the global 
leaders when it comes to 
hybrid technology and have 

been promoting the bene� ts 
since our very � rst Prius 
hybrid back in 1995. Where 
some car manufacturers 
have just started their hybrid 
journey, this year saw Toyota 
launch its 4th generation 
hybrid range.  

Demand for Toyota hybrids 
is at an all-time high which 
is fantastic news as more 
and more people convert to 
hybrid with a 76% increase 
in hybrid sales in the last two 
years. Due to unprecedented 

increased demand, we are 
seeing longer lead times from 
customer order to eventual 
delivery.  In some cases, we 
now have a 6 month waiting 
list for speci� c models. We 
know many of our customers 
are looking to change their 
car in the early 2020, and to 
make you sure you get your 
new car when you expect 
it, you are advised to order 
now.  To help you secure 
your next car, we are holding 
a Special Event. 

Order Your 2020 Hybrid Event 
Saturday 2 November, 10am -5pm Helensburgh Toyota 
Join us for a special hybrid event to secure your next car. Our hybrid experts 
will be on hand to answer any questions you have and take you for a test drive. 
To book your appointment call 01436 672779. We look forward to seeing you. 

� ere’s no big mystery, 
it’s not a di� erent style of 
driving and you de� nitely 
don’t need to plug anything 
in to charge your vehicle. Put 
simply, switching to hybrid 
is e� ortless and what’s more, 
you’ll enjoy an even better 
driving experience at a 
cheaper price!  

Our hybrid models have 
two power sources, a petrol 
engine and an electric motor. 
Our cars are self-charging 
which means every moment 
you are driving, your battery 
is charging even when 
slowing down, so no need to 
plug anything in. Whether in 
the town or on the motorway, 

hybrids feel no di� erent to 
drive than a petrol car.  

Hybrid o� ers a quiet and 
relaxing ride and still delivers 
the power you need whatever 
the situation whether 
cruising on the motorway or 
overtaking.  

Speaking about the increase 
in hybrid orders, Kirsteen 
McGuire, Helensburgh 
Toyota Sales Manager said: 
“� e hybrid message across 
the car industry is � nally 
hitting home. More and 
more people are making 
the switch to hybrid and in 
turn bene� tting from lower 
tax and petrol costs. Where 
other car manufacturers are 

playing catch up, Toyota has 
been a trusted advocate of 
hybrid technology for many 
years. � e reality is that 
manufacturers are moving 
to eventually producing only 
hybrid vehicles.  

I have worked for 
Helensburgh Toyota for 20 
years and demand for hybrid 
has never been higher. If 
you are thinking about a 
new car, I would urge you to 
place an early order to avoid 
disappointment. If you’re 
new to hybrid, I have a great 
team who are only too happy 
to give you more information 
and take you out on a test 
drive.”

Worried about switching to hybrid? 

Don’t Delay, 
Order Your 
2020 New Car 
Today



VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

REG                  MODEL                        COLOUR  MILEAGE    PRICE REG                     MODEL                    COLOUR   MILEAGE  PRICE

RANGE OF LOWER PRICED CARS    RENAULT MODUS   RENAULT CLIO   RENAULT SCENIC   
HONDA CIVIC   FORD FIESTA   VAUXHALL CORSA   KIA CEED

18  Dacia Logan Estate TCE white 5,000   £8,950

67  Renault Twingo SCE 1 litre white 8,700 £6,950

66  Peugeot 208 GT Line Hdi red 14,000  £9,750

66  Dacia Duster Prestige DCi 4x4 blue 36,000  £10,250

66  Fiat Punto Popular Plus white 8,500  £6,950

66  Dacia Sandero DC1 silver 15,000 £8,500

66  Dacia Stepway Ambience white  23,000 £6,850

66  Renault Kadjar Dyn S0Nav, Dci black 32,000 £10,950

15  Suzuki Vitara 1.6,  black/silver  18,000  £10,600

15  Dacia Duster 4x2 Laureate Dci blue 41,000 £8,250

15  Dacia Sandero Lau, DCi,  blue  45,000  £5,950 

15  Peugeot 3008 Hdi Allure grey 42,000 £8,650

64  Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SE 5-door blue 39,000 £5,650

64  Renault Captur Dci Laureate, S-Nav Auto cream/black 33,000 £9,250

64  Renault Scenic Dci Xmode blue 45,000 £6,950

64  Dacia Duster Laureate Dci 4x4 silver 43,000 £7,500

14  Audi TT TDi Coupe,  black 64,000 £12,950 

63  Dacia Logan Estate Car Dci beige 25,000 £5,650

13  Renault Megan 5dr H/B DCi, Auto,  white,  48,000 £5,250

62  BMW Series SPH 1.6 black 48,000 £7,950

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealerWD Semple

STARTING FROM ONLY £20,795
The Renault Kadjar

New KADJAR
SUV by Renault

8.9
out of 10 Read 71 reviews

THE ADVENTURE begins here 
EMBARK ON THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME WITH THE RENAULT KADJAR,
a small SUV that’ll turn any trip into an adventure, whether on road or off. 

The Renault Captur
STARTING FROM ONLY £14,295
The Renault Clio

STARTING FROM ONLY £15,795

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE * T&C’S APPLY
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S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, Landrover 
Toyota, Nissan etc... We also buy 

MOT failures and accident damage 
vehicles. Anything considered.

WANTED

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of 4x4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Mitsubishi, Kia , Ford etc and all 4x4 

pickups. Older models and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

Telephone: 07713 386942

2010 BMW 118D M-SPORT 
5 door, Diesel, 1995cc, 105 kW, 
65,000 miles, FSH. Last service 
64,000 miles, 3 owners, New 
Tyres all round, 2 keys, MOT to 
July 2020, Located Tarbert
£4,750 ONO

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravansand motor 

homes, campers etc, high mileage, 
MOT failures or damp, all considered, 

any make or model, will travel. 

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free collection all 
types of of 4x4 vehicles double cab and single cabs 

pickups shogun landrover defenders Isuzu Landcruiser 
Navara l200 Toyota Hilux discovery any vehicle 

considered old or new any condition running or not 
high miles rotten chassis over heating top price paid 
without any hassle we also buy motorhomes touring 

caravans and commercial vans and trucks.

CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the 
age or condition we can make a cash o� er. Young or 

old, all makes and models, engine problems, farm used, 
accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

New winter & 
summer tyre prices 
All tyres come with free 
fitting and balancing 
All makes and sizes
Fully insured 

Fast, friendly and there when you need us!
Call Donald 

07884 375146
tdcmotorcare@gmail.com 
tdcmotorcare.co.uk

Recovery and transportation 
Scrap car collection • Wheel alignment 
Plus more



Scottish small to medium-sized (SME) construction 
companies remained resilient in the third quarter of 2019 
despite continued uncertainty around Brexit and a poten-
tial second independence referendum, according to the 
Federation of Master Builders (FMB) Scotland. 

Key results from the FMB’s latest State of Trade Survey 
for Q3 2019, which is the only quarterly assessment of the 
UK-wide SME construction sector, included:
•  Scottish construction SME workloads remained posi-

tive in Q3 2019 but fell slightly in the previous quarter; 
•  Carpenters overtake bricklayers as the trade in shortest 

supply with more than half (56 per cent) of construc-
tion SMEs struggling to hire carpenters and joiners 
and 54 per cent struggling to hire bricklayers;

•  86 per cent of builders anticipate that material prices will 
rise further in the next six months, slightly up from 77 
per cent in Q2 2019;

•  56 per cent of SME construction companies expect 
higher salaries and wages over the next six months, up 
from 51 per cent in the previous quarter 

Gordon Nelson, FMB Scotland Director, said: ‘Scottish 
SME construction companies have remained remarkably 
resilient despite ongoing political and economic uncer-

tainty and sky-rocketing material prices. Builders across 
Scotland are busy and have seen consumer con� dence 
remain robust.’ 

Nelson continued: ‘However, the costs Scottish builders 
are facing are escalating. Rising material costs have been a 
thorn in the side of many construction SMEs over the last 
few years and these are set to rise with 86 per cent of build-
ers predicting material price rises over the next six months. 
Brexit uncertainty hasn’t helped with this, as approximately 
60 per cent of the UK’s building material imports come 
from the EU – with a particular reliance in Scotland on 
imported timber for housebuilding.’ 

Scottish builders remain resilient despite 
uncertainty, says FMB Scotland
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in partnership with

 T: 01782 255000 w: thehanley.co.uk

Self-build
Mortgage
Experts SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL   ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

West Coast PROPERTY

Fort William High Street - 
Retail/Offi ce space to let

Flexible retail & offi ce space on 
High Street with shop frontage up to 

500 Sq Feet
Email recruit2049@outlook.com for more details.

Flexible offi ce space to let – Oban
Shortly Available   2,500 Sq Feet

Secure on site car parking for up to 10 cars.
Storage, toilet and kitchen facilities etc.

Lease direct from Landlord. Close to amenities.
Email recruit2049@outlook.com for more details.

Offers in excess of £150,000
NO VAT

• Development 
Opportunity (Subject 
to planning)

• Gross Internal Area 
2,430 sq.ft

• Site Area 
approx. 0.3 acres

• Large rear car park
• Outstanding views

FOR SALE
The Old Schoolhouse, 
Main Street, Kyle of Lochalsh, IV40 8DA

33 Albyn Place, Aberdeen. 
AB10 1YL

T 01224 572661

COMMERCIAL  SALE OF MACLENNAN MOTORS 
ISLE OF TIREE

Unique business opportunity on 
the Isle of Tiree, Argyll.
Family run business for sale on the 
lovely Inner Hebridean Island of Tiree.
Located in a prominent position close 
to the Ferry Terminal in Scarinish which 
is the principal settlement on the 
Island and is essentially the focal point 
for the majority of activity on Tiree.
The sale includes three separate buildings with surrounding land. 
Currently run as a licensed garage repair unit, fuel services, with adjacent shop 
and o�  ces.  
The busy Car & Bike Rental side to the business trades all year and bene� ts 
principally during the summer months from the signi� cant visitor and Tourist 
trade.
This sale has come about due to the Retirement of the current owners.
For further information please contact :  Catriona MacLennan 

 Mobile: 07831193636 
 Email: catriona@maclennanmotors.com

The Haulage and Island Freight side of the business is not included in this sale and will 
continue under the current Limited Company name.

PRESS RELEASE
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We have a rare and exciting opportunity for 
the right person to join our team in a senior 
sales management role.
Based in Oban, the succesful candidate will report directly to our MD 
and will be expected to lead our experienced  sales team to achieve 
realistic revenue targets both in print and online. They will also be 
expected to use their sales experience to deliver their own individual 
revenue target.

You will be working with highly recognisable  and trusted brands 
including the Oban Times, Scotlands second highest selling weekly 
newspaper. 

The right person for the job will have considerable sales experience, 
ideally within a media or digital background. They will have a 
track record of delivering results both from a personal and team 
perspective. They will be confident, articulate and target driven and 
above all they will be able to motivate and inspire their team.

In return, we offer an excellent salary, company car (you will require 
a full driving licence) and the chance to work in one of the most 
beautiful locations in Scotland.

If this sounds like you and you are up for the challenge 
send your CV and current salary to Nicky Murphy, 
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk.

Advertising Sales Manager

RECRUITMENT
Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

The Campbeltown Courier has an opportunity 
for a bright, passionate and hungry reporter to 
join our busy team.
The person we are looking for will ideally have passed their NCTJ Prelims, 
including shorthand, be multi-media literate, and unafraid of hard work.

They will be bursting with ideas on where to look for stories, understand 
the importance of fostering great contacts and knowing their patch, and 
be capable of working on their own initiative as well as part of a team.

They should also hold a full driving licence. As well as writing for the 
newspaper, they will be expected to take occasional pictures on the 
job, as well as contribute to our social media channels. In return for all 
this we offer a competitive salary, great experience and training, as well 
as an enhanced pension.

Please apply by email, sending your CV, plus 
a covering letter and some examples of your work to 
Susan Windram: swindram@obantimes.co.uk

Skilled Labourers
Recruiting to work on projects within our 
Access Development Works division on 

sites throughout Scotland.

Requirements
• Experience in a labouring environment 
would be desirable.
• Hold a CSCS card.
• A high level of health and safety awareness 
in the workplace is essential for this role.
• A driving licence is required.

For more information, 
please email info@jmsltd.co.uk
or contact us on 01655 331464

Full time/Part time Care Assistants 
Required - £9.10 per hour

Full time/Part time Senior Care Assistants 
Required - £9.50 - £10.50 per hour

For more information or an application pack 
please contact Megan MacLeod on 

01631 720278 or admin@etivehousecare.com
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GROUND WORKERS - ISLAY
We have vacancies for Ground Workers for 
our Islay Projects. Duties will include Kerbing, 
Monoblock work & Fencing.  These are full 
time Positions and available for immediate 
start. Positions are also suitable to Sub-
Contractors. Accommodation can be arranged. 

JOINERS - ISLAY
We require experienced Joiners to join 
our teams in Islay. These positions 
are also suitable to Sub-Contractors.  
Accommodation can be arranged.  Full 
time, permanent positions and available for 
immediate start. 
Send Info/CV to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or 
call 01546602989 for further info.

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






PROJECT ASSISTANT – 
Dunbeg Development 
We require a motivated Project Assistant for 
a large project in Oban area. Duties include 
supporting Surveyors, stock taking, material 
ordering and general site administration 
tasks. 
Closing date 11 November 2019

For further information please call 
01546 602989 or send CV to 
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk.

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd 
your next job in the perfect location.

Download our app for 
free at hijobs.co.uk/app

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT



� e Oban Times & Lochaber Times
Thursday 31 October 201944  RECRUITMENT

RE
CR

U
IT

M
EN

T
IN

 A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
IO

N
 W

IT
H

MISSION PORT OFFICER 
KINTYRE AND OBAN - PART TIME

Are you confident, approachable and empathetic? DO you want a job 
where you make a difference every day? Can you listen as well as talk, 
be organised as well as flexible?  If this is you then you should take the 
next step and apply to join the family of the Fishermen’s Mission.

We are looking for Port Officer to work in the Kintyre and Oban area. 
This job is about fishermen and their families.  You need to be able to 
walk alongside people in the good times and the bad. They will need 
you to offer guidance and answers that will offer practical solutions and 
make a real difference.  This is one of the most rewarding jobs you 
could ever hope to have.  

The Fishermen’s Mission is a Christian charity that has been around 
since 1881.  We help active and retired fishermen and their families 
around the whole of the UK coastline.  You could be part of our vital 
work.  We’re not caught up in qualifications or even work experience.  
We are looking for the right person.  Someone who can plan out their 
own day, talk to someone without waiting for an introduction, listen 
carefully and respond with compassion. Sounds like you?  Get in touch.

For further detail and an application pack please go to our website 
http://www.fishermensmission.org.uk/get-involved/vacancies.  

Appointment will be subject to satisfactory references. 
Registered Charity in England and Wales No.232822 & Scotland No.SC039088

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION
ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT 

£20,821 – £23,544 [TEMPORARY FOR ONE YEAR]
West Highland Housing Association is a charitable organisation 
working in the Oban and Lorn area.  We are recruiting for a temporary 
Administration Assistant post within our office to provide excellent front-
line customer service on the telephone and in reception.  

We are looking for someone who:
• Has excellent IT skills
• Has excellent interpersonal skills
• Has a positive attitude
• Is self - motivated 
• Is trustworthy

In return, West Highland Housing Association is offering an excellent 
remuneration package which includes 25 days paid leave per year plus 
15 public holidays and a contributory pension scheme.  The organisation 
is a gold accredited Investors in People organisation and is committed 
to developing its staff team.

If you want to speak to us about this post, please contact Moira MacVicar 
on 01631 566451 who will be delighted to talk further about our work 
and our expectations for the post.

A full job pack can be downloaded from our website at www.
westhighlandha.co.uk (no CVs).  Applications should be received 
by noon Tuesday 12 November.  Interviews are planned for Tuesday 
26th November at our office in Crannog Lane.

Isn’t it HI time you visited us?

Chef Oban

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT
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CONDITIONS OF 
ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to 
the following terms and con-
ditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are 
the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, mag-
azines, books and provides 
advertising space therein 
or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials 
to the public within these 
publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be 
legal, decent, honest and 
truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not 
guarantee the insertion of 
any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves 
the right to cancel or alter 
the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertise-
ment shall be deemed to 
be made on acceptance of 
the advertisers’ order by the 
Publisher whether placed 
by telephone, mail, fax or in 
person.
5 Cancellation of display 
advertising must be received 
by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher re-
serves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the 
jurisdiction of the Scottish 
Courts and Scots Law.  In 
the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court 
or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not 
be liable for any loss or 
damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of pub-
lication or distribution of 
any newspaper or edition in 
which any advertisement is 
scheduled to appear.  In the 
event of any error, misprint 
or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part 
of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, 
as the case may be, or 
make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No 
re-insertion, refund or adjust-

ment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to 
the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the 
total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement 
in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost 
of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably com-
parable to that in connection 
with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/
Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher 
in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges 
falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of 
advertisements published 
in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the 
publication in pursuance of 
the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the 
value of £75 must be paid 
on acceptance of order by 
the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice 
raised by the Publisher will 
be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise di-
rected on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the due 
date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy 
of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to 
raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will 
be treated as though it has 
been raised with the original 
invoice.
12  A request to insert an 
advertisement assumes ac-
ceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media 
Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and 
registered as a newspaper 
at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvex-
media.co.uk

Reference Number

19/04537/PIP

19/04703/FUL

19/04539/PIP

19/04652/FUL

19/04699/FUL

19/04650/FUL

19/04646/FUL

19/04751/S42

19/04698/FUL

19/04077/FUL

19/04730/S42

19/04435/FUL

19/04728/S42

19/04707/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal.   

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of house

Siting of holiday letting pod

Erection of house (Futher app: 16/04205/
PIP)

Change of use and erection of extension to 
garage to form self-contained residential unit

Change of use of ground  to form building 
contractor’s yard (renewal of 14/01293/FUL)

Installation of 2 no holiday letting pods along 
with associated drainage

Siting of holiday letting pod

Application under Section 42 for the 
removal of Conditions 1, 2 & 3 of Planning 
Permission 06/00130/FULLO to allow 
permanent residential use

Removal of Existing Extension and 
Erection of Replacement Extension and 
Change of Use of Byre to Holiday Letting 
Accommodation.

Use of guest house on a permanent basis 
and formation of parking area.

Application under Section 42 to develop 
land without compliance with Condition 4 
of Planning Permission 04/00077/FULLO 
(change of use from holiday letting to 
residential)

Siting of 3no. pods for self catering 
accommodation and erection of bbq hut.

Application under s42 to  remove condition 
attaching to application 00/00484/FULLO to 
allow the property status to be changed from 
“Holiday Letting” to a house

Alterations and extension to form self 
contained unit to be used as ancillary 
accommodation to the main dwelling

Land 590M South East Of Moss Of 
Keppoch, Moss Of Keppoch, Arisaig

The Boathouse
Onich, Fort William

Land 615M South East Of Moss Of 
Keppoch, Moss Of Keppoch, Arisaig

Annat Cottage
Corpach, Fort William

Island Park
Leven Road, Kinlochleven

Tias, Tomonie, Achdalieu Road
Banavie, Fort William

16 Glenkingie Terrace
Caol, Fort William

Torr An Daimh, Tulloch, Roy Bridge

7 Treslaig
Fort William

Eakie House
Wades Road, Kinlochleven

Land To North East Of
Ardgour House
Ardgour

Bank Cottage
Banavie, Fort William

Allt An Ailein
Ardgour

Oak Cottage
Onich, Fort William
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Proposed Let of a Croft
Mr James Stewart Adam 
is applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to let the tenancy of the 
croft at 16 Kilvaree, Connel 
to Mr Ronald Gordon 
of Kintore, Benderloch, 
Argyll, PA37 1QS.
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township or if the 
Commission consider that 
you have a direct interest 
in this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or other 
permanent form to the 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW 
(e-mail: info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of this advert.
Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties.  Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

A Henderson
2 Ardery, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart
0.217 ha – Site for a 
dwelling house
100869

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand for 
the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 02/12/2019. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW – info@
crofting.gov.scot

Our privacy notice is 
available at 
www.croft ing.scotland.
gov.uk/privacy-policy or on 
request. 

Argyll and Bute Council
Councillor Jim Lynch (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Lynch will be holding surgeries during the month of 
NOVEMBER 2019 as follows:
DATE VENUE TIME
Friday 8th 
November

Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban

2.00pm - 4.00pm

Tuesday 19th 
November

Soroba Community Centre, 
8A Scalpay Terrace, Soroba

6.00pm - 8.00pm

He can be contacted by email – Jim.Lynch@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 567893

Councillor Sir Jamie McGrigor 
 (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Sir McGrigor will be holding a surgery on Friday 
22nd November 2019 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 10.00am - 12 Noon.
He can be contacted by email – Jamie.McGrigor@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 567853

Councillor Kieron Green (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Friday 29th November 
2019 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 
2.00pm - 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 562 444

Councillor Elaine Robertson (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Robertson will be holding a surgery on Friday 
22nd November 2019 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
Councillor Robertson can also be contacted by email –  
Elaine.Robertson@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING 
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to 
Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, 
your Local Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/02194/PP Installation of pitched roof over existing flat 

roof
Monaveen Annexe, Ellenabeich, Isle Of 
Seil, Oban, Argyll And Bute, PA34 4RQ

19/02153/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
16/03075/PPP (Site for the erection of detached 
dwelling house).

Land North West Of Bad-Daraich House 
(Plot 2), Western Road, Tobermory, Isle 
Of Mull, Argyll And Bute

19/02209/PPP Site for erection of dwellinghouse Plot A4, Land South East Of Ashcroft, 
Penmore, Dervaig, Isle Of Mull, Argyll 
And Bute

19/02208/PPP Site for erection of dwellinghouse Plot A3, Land South East Of Ashcroft, 
Dervaig, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute

19/02166/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and garage/storage 
building, formation of access and installation 
of sewage treatment plant

Plot 4, Scallastle, Craignure, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute

19/02135/PP Erection of 8 metre high streetworks pole, 
antenna and associated works

Seil Island Community Hall, Ellenabeich, 
Isle Of Seil, Oban, Argyll And Bute, 
PA34 4RF

19/01942/PP Change of use from business (Class 4) to 
financial, professional and other services  
(Class 2)

Unit 1 And 2, Glenshellach Business 
Park, Oban, Argyll And Bute, PA34 4RY

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council 
receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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P
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES   
TIFFANY LAMP - Beautiful 
Ti� any lamp, 24” tall, shade is 
16” in diameter, multi coloured 
glass, heavyweight base 15/16” 
wide, in working order, ideal 
gift. C/town, £75.00 Telephone 
01586 554537
SET OF 8 OBSERVER BOOKS - 
Vintage set of 8 highly collect-
ible observer books, moths, 
birds, � sh, cats, dogs, insects, 
butter� ies, wild � owers. Many 
years old. Campbeltown, £10.00 
Telephone 01586 554537

BICYCLES   
HUFFY SLIDER BIKE 8YRS+ - Ex. 
Con. Green and black. Skid bike. 
Large front wheel, 2 smaller 
back wheels. Oban. Cost £230 
new, £75.00 Telephone 07951 
025002

BOOKS   
SUCCESSFUL SEA TROUT 
ANGLING - By Harris and 
Morgan. Good hardback copy, 
with dustcover. Campbeltown, 
£5.00 Telephone 01586 554537
SEA TROUT RUN - By Peter 
Jarrams, hardback, good con-
dition. Part of collection of � sh, 
birds, orchids, falconry books in 
relatives e� ects. Campbeltown, 
£5.00 Telephone 01586 554537
FALCONRY FOR YOU - By 

Humphrey Evans, hardback copy, 
good condition. Campbeltown, 
£5.00 Telephone 01586 554537
GAME FISHING TACTICS - By 
Sidney Spencer, vintage discon-
tinued library copy, good condi-
tion for its age. Campbeltown, 
£5.00 Telephone 01586 554537
FLY FISHING FOR SALMON - Fly 
Fishing for Salmon and Sea 
Trout, by Arthur Oglesby, hard-
back, excellent condition. 
Campbeltown, £5.00 Telephone 
01586 554537
SEA TROUT AND FLY - The Sea 
Trout and the Fly � shing book, 
by James Waltham, hardback, 
good condition. Campbeltown, 
£5.00 Telephone 01586 554537
NAT 5/HIGHER - How to Pass/
Course Notes.  Nat 5 - English, 
Business, Geography.  Higher 
- Maths, Geography, £5.00 
Telephone 07748 008870

BUILDING / DIY   
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY POTS 
- for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colour, £40.00 
Telephone 01631 564578

CAR ACCESSORIES   
FIVE ALLOY WHEELS - to � t 
Vauxhall Corsa/VW Polo, 
used, good tyres, four stud. 
Non-matching spare, £95.00 
Telephone 07456 434363 or 
01586 301240

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES   
HOSTESS HEATED TRAY - Hostess 
heated bu� et/server tray com-
plete with serving dishes, all 
in excellent condition, £40.00 
Telephone 07934 491712

OIL RAYBURN 308K

This royal blue, oil-� red 
Rayburn 308K cooker is 
in pristine condition hav-
ing been professional-
ly rebuilt but never in-
stalled. Flued on the RHS 
with RH ovens, it provides 
range cooking and heat to 
the kitchen. If hot water 
is required, a new stain-
less steel, fully guaranteed 
boiler would be � tted. It 
CANNOT do central heating.
Dimensions: 830 mm wide 
x 820 mm high x 510 mm 
deep. Delivery is possible.
£1400 without boiler, 
£1730 with boiler. For more 
info, photos or viewing, 
please call 07889 324823.

DOMESTIC PETS   
DWARF X RABBITS - Baby 
Netherland Dwarf x rabbits for 
sale, £30.00 Telephone 07876 
585687

FURNITURE   
CONSERVATORY CHAIRS AND 
TABLE - 2 x conservatory wicker/
cane chairs with matching glass 
topped table. Seagrass colour, 
£30.00 Telephone 01852 200256
LEATHER THREE PIECE SUITE - 
Maroon, in very good condition, 
Telephone 01855 811391

GARDEN   
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS - cast 
iron and decorative, for work-
ing use or colourful garden fea-
ture, various sizes from, £90.00 
Telephone 01631 564578
VINTAGE HAND PLOUGH - re-
stored and painted green and 
red. Will make a � ne garden 
feature. Can deliver, £80.00 
Telephone 01631 564578
VINTAGE CART WHEELS - and 
smaller implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display items, 
£30.00 Telephone 01631 564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS - in var-
ious sizes and styles, make love-
ly garden planters. Prices from 
£40.00 Telephone 01631 564578

HOBBIES AND CRAFTS   
WOOD TURNING CHISELS - Set 

of 4 long handled Robert Sorby 
wood turning chisels.  As new 
condition. Minard, £75.00 
Telephone 01546 886305
TYME CUB WOOD TURNING 
LATHE - TYME CUB wood turning 
lathe, used condition, but works 
perfectly. 4 speeds. Minard, 
£150.00 Telephone 01546 
886305
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD - 
white, blue and pink colours in 
stock, available in A3/A4/A5 siz-
es, from 13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print Telephone 01586 
554975

HOME ENTERTAINMENT   
SAMSUNG HW-E450 SOUNDBAR 
- with subwoofer and remote 
control. In perfect condition or-
der and in excellent condition. 
Collection Oban, £60.00 ono 
Telephone 07771 958760

HOME OFFICE   
HOME OFFICE DESK/

CABINET

Solid Pine Bespoke Hand 
built Home O�  ce Desk/
Cabinet H 2.14 mtr W 2.1 
mtr D 0.6 mtr, incorporates 
2 hang � le drawers, desk, 
various cupboards, I draw-
er, discrete cable routing, 
dismantles to 7 component 
parts for removal (moni-
tor / keyboard not includ-
ed) Buyer collects. £850 ono 
Telephone 07881 935561 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS   
YAMAHA KEYBOARD - psr215 
portatone 61key, with stand 
and stool, all in excellent condi-
tion, ideal for beginner, £50.00 
Telephone 07934 491712
HALF SIZE ACCORDION - Hohner, 
40 buttons, 2 octaves, ideal for 
child to learn, £80.00 Telephone 
01583 421270

OUTDOOR SPORTING 
EQUIPMENT   
CHILDS RIGHT HANDED GOLF 
CLUBS - 5 - 8 years. Full set in-
cluding golf bag (blue), driver 
with tiger head cover, putter, 
7 & 9 iron. Practice balls also. 
Great condition. (Oban), £30.00 
Telephone 07951 025002

PHOTOGRAPHY   
FIREWORKS OVER OBAN BAY 
FRAMED - Fireworks from 
Mccaigs tower, Oban bay with 
MV clansman. 8x8” print. 
Mounted and framed to 12”x12” 
new. Taken by Graham Kirkham 
photography, £35.00 Telephone 
07951 025002

PRINTING AND STATIONERY
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL - 
market your business e� ectively 
with professionally designed 
lea� ets, posters and � yers from 
Krisp Print, Telephone 01586 
554975

WANTED   
RURAL LAND 

WANTED
To situate o�  grid 
static home. Any 

acreage considered. 
Freehold or options.
Tel 07432401804

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Call 01778 392014 and quote CHRISTMAS GIFT 
or go online and enter http://bit.ly/30ZdTCc to purchase your gift subscription.

To tick someone off your Christmas list. Simply…

Treat someone special this Christmas
� e perfect gift

 12 ISSUES OF SCOTTISH FIELD FOR £45 
plus receive a FREE Scottish Field mini calendar worth £7.99.

 6 ISSUES OF SCOTTISH FIELD FOR £25 (no calendar).
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MOBILITY

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

BLINDSDIY & TRADE SUPPLIES

REMOVAL & STORAGE

NUMERACY AND LITERACY TUITION

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

Only 

£24
inc.VAT

Call 
01631 568000

Celebrate your Graduation
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MEMORIALS

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

BIRTHS
MURRAY - Alistair and 
Jacqueline are delighted to 
announce the birth of their 
lovely daughter Anna-Maree 
on October 21, 2019. First 
grandchild for Sandy and 
Joan of Erbusaig, Kyle and 
thirteenth grandchild for 
John and Mary Anne Cullen 
of Nant Drive, Oban.

DIAMOND WEDDINGS
TINDALL – MACLEOD - 
On October 28, 1959 by Dr. 
Murdo K. MacLeod at Oban 
Parish Church, Maurice 
Tindall to Mary Ann 
MacLeod. Present address: 12 
Cro� Avenue, Oban.

DEATHS 
CRAIG - Peacefully at Eadar 
Glinn with her family by her 
side, on October 22, 2019, in 
her 89th year, Irene, beloved 
wife of the late John (Jack) 
Craig, loving mother of 
Carole and mother-in-law of 
Neil, dearly loved granny of 
Allan, Graham and Alison 
and great-granny of newly 
born Peter John. Funeral will 
take place from Oban Parish 
Church, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban on Monday, November 
11 at 1.00 pm therea�er to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.  Family 
�owers only please.  Retiring 
collection/donations if 
desired for Eadar Glinn 
Resident’s Comfort Fund.
DAHL - Sadly, at New Craigs 
Hospital, Inverness on 
Tuesday, October 22, 2019, 
Peter Henry Dahl, loving 
husband of Dorothy Dahl, 
father of Moira, Fiona and 
Roy, and grandpa of Aimee, 
Ruairidh, Samantha, Joanna, 
Mailee, Reuben and Pippa. A 
�anksgiving Service will be 
held on �ursday, November 7 
at 1 p.m. at St. Modan’s Church, 
Benderloch to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited. Family �owers only 
but donations, if desired, at the 
church door for the Oban and 
Lorn Dementia Support Group 
and �e Cherish Fund (Oban).
DAVIDSON - William 
(Bill). Peacefully in Dail 
Mhor House, Strontian with 

his family around him on 
Monday, October 28, 2019.   
Bill is survived by his wife 
Marion  and sons, Andy 
and Kenny.  �e funeral will 
be held in Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church on 
Wednesday, October 6 at 12 
noon followed by interment 
in Glen Nevis Cemetery.
DAY - Suddenly at home on 
October 24, 2019, aged 74 years, 
Michael Sta�ord Day LLB, 
beloved husband of Judith, 
much loved dad of Guinevere 
and father-in-law of Jonathan, 
loving grandpa of Edward and 
Charlotte and dear brother 
of Priscilla.  Funeral will take 
place at Muckairn Parish 
Church, Taynuilt on �ursday, 
November 7 at 1.00 p.m. A 
cremation will take place at 
Cardross Crematorium on 
Friday, November 8 at 12.15 
p.m.  Family �owers only 
please. Donations if desired 
for British Heart Foundation 
and �e Army Benevolent 
Fund. Please don’t feel obliged 
to wear black, Sta�ord always 
preferred nice colours!
DOYLE - Avril (née Power), 
much loved wife of Colin, 
mum to Gavin, daughter of 
Minnie and sister to Marian, 
Diane and Eileen, passed 
peacefully in hospital on 
Saturday, October 26, 2019, 
fondly remembered by all 
who knew her. All friends 
respectfully invited to her fu-
neral service at Caol Church 
of Scotland at 1 p.m. on 
Tuesday, November 5. Family 
�owers only but donations if 
desired to various charities.
MACLEAN - Peacefully on 
October 28, 2019, aged 97 
years, Archie MacLean, very 
dear husband of Chrissie, 
devoted Dad to Marion and 
Margo, much loved Grandpa 
of Graeme, Karen, Kirsty 
and Iona and adored Great-
Grandpa of Robert, Ruairidh 
and Euan. Funeral will take 
place in Tiree on Saturday, 
November 9, 2019. Will be 
sadly missed.
MACPHAIL - Peacefully 
a�er an illness bravely 
borne on October 19, 2019, 
Christine MacPhail, Ensay 
Farm, Calgary, Isle of Mull, 

aged 63 years. Loving daugh-
ter of the late Colquhoun 
and Christina MacPhail, 
dear sister of William and 
sister-in-law of Anne. Sadly 
missed by all. Funeral service 
was held at Kilmore Parish 
Church, Dervaig on Tuesday, 
October 29, 2019, therea�er 
to Cardross Crematorium.
MACPHERSON - On 
�ursday, October 24, 2019, 
peacefully, at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, John 
(Iain) MacPherson, formerly 
of Balliemeanoch Farm, 
Lochaweside, in his 87th year, 
beloved husband of Catherine 
Kilshaw  (Rena) and much 
loved father of Fiona, Aileen, 
John, George and Susan and 
a dearly loved father-in-law 
and papa.  Funeral service 
at Glenorchy Parish Church, 
on Monday, November 4, 
2019 at 11.00am, therea�er 
to Cardross Crematorium at 
3.15pm, to which all friends 
are respectfully invited. 
Family �owers only please, 
donations if desired to 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
and North Argyll Carers 
Trust.
PAXTON - Elizabeth Lang 
Paxton, (Betty), died peace-
fully on Sunday, October 27, 
2019, at North Argyll House, 
Oban, aged 106 years, much 
loved mother of Doreen, 
Claire and James, grand-
mother and great-grand-
mother.  Funeral service will 
take place at Oban Parish 
Church, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban, on �ursday, 
October 31, 2019 at 1.00 
p.m. therea�er to Achnaba 
Cemetery.  Family �owers 
only please. Donations if de-
sired to North Argyll House 
Residents’ Fund.
WOMACK - Dorothy. Passed 
peacefully, at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, on 
October 15, 2019, a�er a 
long illness, Dorothy, aged 
72 years, a loving wife and 
a much loved grandmother 
and great-grandmother.   
She will be sadly missed 
by her husband Adrian, 
sons Richard, Andrew and 
Martin, daughters Amanda 
and Helen and grandchildren 

Olivia, Lily, Emma, Daniel, 
Courtney, Jade, Skye, Paige, 
Josh, Alex and Jack and 
mother-in-law  to Julie, 
Natalie and Joanne.  Funeral 
service will take place at St. 
Modan’s Church, Benderloch, 
on Friday, November 8 at 1.00 
p.m., followed by private fam-
ily interment at Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.  �erea�er, at the 
Falls of Lora Hotel.  Family 
�owers only please donations 
in lieu to the British Lung 
Foundation. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
COULDREY - Cathy, would 
like to thank family, friends 
and neighbours, for all their 
kind expressions of sympa-
thy following the death of 
Wenda.  Grateful thanks to 
Ian MacInnes and William 
Gemmell of D & A Munn, for 
their �rst rate support and 
attention to detail with the 
funeral arrangements. �anks 
also, to the Rev. Ian Miller for 
his comforting service and to 
all who attended the service at 
Cardross Crematorium. Many 
thanks to Carr Gomm for 
their input from when Wenda 
�rst arrived in Dunmar Court, 
where she was very settled and 
comfortable, Lorn Medical 
Centre, the District Nursing 
team and Lois from Marie 
Curie Nurses.  My particular 
thanks to Heather, Josie, 
Jaclyn, Caroline, Denise, 
Shirley and Marie, who have 
been wonderful carers, along 
with other dedicated sta� of 
Oban Community Carers and 
who have been so attentive to 
Wenda’s needs in her last few 
years.
MACCALLUM - Daphne, 
Archie, Betty, Andrina and all 
the family would like to thank 
everyone most sincerely. To all 
who have helped us so much 
over the last few years with the 
care of our dear Jimmy. All the 
lovely messages, cards, letters 
and �owers which are an enor-
mous help and we are so grate-
ful, also everyone who came to 
the service, Callum MacPhail 
and Ross MacPherson who 
played a few of Jimmy’s fa-
vourite tunes. Brander Lodge 
who were magni�cent, making 
Jimmy’s farewell party as he 
would have wanted, enjoyable. 
�e undertakers Hoey & Sons 
were brilliant in all they helped 
us with. Also we want to thank 
Rev. Tom Telfer who helped 
us enormously in conducting 
the service beautifully. All the 
donations to Marie Curie were 
so very generous and we thank 
you all so much.
MACKINTOSH - �e family 
of the late Joan MacKintosh 
(Corran) wish to thank Msgr 
MacKinnon, Fr Connor and 
Fr Johnstone and Abbey�eld 
Nursing Home, Ballachulish, 
for giving Joan such a 
peaceful ending, Craig Nevis 
Surgery, Home Care, “Talk 
Lochaber”, the local District 
Nurses, Carr Gomm and 
Sheila Crilley, also Aonghas 
Grant and Kevin Cameron 
for the lovely music, it was 
very much appreciated.   
Our grateful thanks also 

to Charlie Toal and John 
McLellan Funeral Directors 
for their excellent funeral 
arrangements.
MACLEAN - Marie and 
family would like to thank 
friends, relatives and neigh-
bours for all the kind wishes, 
cards and �owers they 
received following their sad 
loss of David (Tiger). �anks 
to McDonald Bros for the 
beautiful �owers, to Alyson 
Stewart for her comforting 
service and support. Grateful 
thanks to John, Linnie and 
the team at John McLellan 
Funeral Directors for the care 
and attention to detail with 
the funeral arrangements. To 
the Ballachulish Community 
Nurses for the support shown 
to us all as a family.   Finally 
thanks to all who attended 
the Memorial Service and 
the Crematorium. �e 
generous amount of £645.20 
was collected for Ballachulish 
District Nurses. 
WOOD - Cathie and family 
would like to thank most 
sincerely all the doctors 
and nursing sta� at the Mid 
Argyll Community Hospital 
for the great care and 
kindness shown to Robert 
and all the family during 
his time there. �anks to 
Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for their profession-
al and sympathetic services, 
with special thanks to Roddy 
and Fiona; to Margaret 
Sinclair for the lovely service 
at Cardross; to all friends 
and neighbours for the com-
forting cards and �owers, 
and to all who attended the 
funeral service at Cardross 
Crematorium on Wednesday, 
it was greatly appreciated 
and comforting to see you all 
there. �e retiral collection 
raised over £450 for Glenaray 
Ward, Mid Argyll Hospital 
and for the Renal Unit at the 
Vale of Leven Hospital.  God 
Bless you all.  

MEMORIAMS
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of Willie, a dearly 
loved father, father-in-law, 
grampa and brother, who 
passed away on October 31, 
2017.  
Always in our hearts.
- Fiona, Robert, Janet and 
families.
MORRISON - Treasured 
memories of Ian (Heiker), 
who died October 29, 2009.
A dearly loved husband, dad 
and granpa. Sadly missed.
Love always
- Petra, Duncan and family 
xxx
STURROCK - Precious 
memories of a much loved 
husband, Captain William 
(Bill), who died November 2, 
2016.
As time unfolds another year,
Memories keep you ever near.
Silent thoughts of time 
together,
Hold memories that will last 
forever. 
Sadly missed, always in my 
thoughts
- Your loving wife Ellen.

CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SWIDERSKI – In loving 
memory of my dear friend 
Marek, died August, 2019.
Loved and remembered and 
forever in our hearts.
- Mairi, James and Linda.
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THOUGHT  FOR THE WEEK
Every year the Feast of 
Hallowe’en comes round. 
Some people think it is a good 
time to celebrate the heroes 
and saints of bygone years. 
Others think that it is a good 
time to celebrate the witches 
and spectres of the dark.

It’s close to the time of year 
when the clocks revert back 
to GMT, and the sun sets an 
hour earlier than it did before. 
We wonder whether the future 
holds good times or evil times.

�is year the annual 
Hallowe’en celebrations might 
also coincide with Brexit. 
Some people will be celebrat-
ing. Others will be mourning. 
How we react depends on 
what we believe. I suppose 
that’s the same for Hallowe’en 
too.

Everyone gets a free choice 
about what to believe. Even 
God doesn’t enforce belief in 
Himself. We get to choose. But 

what we choose a�ects how 
we live, just like it does about 
Brexit, or Hallowe’en.

If we believe that Brexit is 
bad for us, then we will be 
worried if it happens, and we 
will campaign to try and stop 
it happening. If we believe that 
Brexit is good for us, then we 
will be worried if it doesn’t 
happen, and we will campaign 
to try and make it happen.

At Hallowe’en, we can 
choose whether to celebrate 
the saints or the characters 
of the night. What we believe 
a�ects how we celebrate.

If we believe in a good God 
then we will try to live in his 
ways. If not, then we won’t. 
We each get to choose, and 
how we choose a�ects how we 
live. How will you choose?

Reverend Stewart Goudie, 
North West Lochaber 

Church of Scotland.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

LIAM CAMERON
Graduated from Aston University, Birmingham with a Degree with 

Distinction for Electrical Power Engineering. Son of Angus and 
Elaine Cameron, North Ballachulish, grandson of Hamish and 

Annette Petrie, Duror and Rosemary Cameron and the late Angus 
Cameron, Onich. 

Liam is a former pupil of St Brides Primary, North Ballachulish 
and Kinlochleven High School.

GRADUATION

Islay’s ‘Pimpernel’ 
honoured in France
A Church of Scotland minister 
who helped prisoners of war 
escape a hilltop fort through 
a sewer system has been hon-
oured in France.

A memorial plaque to mark 
the exploits of Rev Dr Donald 
Caskie has been unveiled at 
Fort de la Revere near Nice.

He and his associates in the 
Resistance orchestrated the 
daring escape of  RAF person-
nel under the noses of German 
soldiers and spirited 36 of them 
back to Britain in a submarine.

Known as the Tartan 
Pimpernel,   Dr Caskie, a 
cro�er’s son from Islay, helped 
to save more than 2,000 men 
during the Second World War.

�e plaque at the former 
military fort, which is located 
2,283 feet above the village 
of Eze, was installed by an 
organisation called Le Devoir 
du Memoire, which honours 
those a�ected by the war.

�e minister’s nephew, Tom 
Caskie, attended the unveiling 
service along with around 
100 people, including local 
dignitaries, and said he was 
‘bursting with pride’.

Mr Caskie said: ‘�e memo-
rial is simply wonderful and 
it was very emotional to see 
Uncle Donald honoured in this 
way and seeing the Saltire on 
display.

‘He was a hero of the Second 
World War and is still remem-
bered with a�ection for his 
time as the minister of the Scots 
Kirk in Paris and the things he 
did with the Resistance to save 

thousands of lives.’
Mr Caskie and his brother, 

Gordon, were presented with 
a commemorative medal to 
mark the auspicious occasion 
on October 19.

�e event featured Highland 
dancing, Scottish songs, 
including a performance of 
the Ballad of Donald Caskie by 
Paisley school teacher Gordon 
Whyte.

Dr Caskie, whose codename 
was Monsieur Le Canard – 
Donald Duck – was leading 
the Scots Kirk in 1940 when 
the Germans invaded Paris.

He refused to return to 
Scotland and �ed to Marseille 
instead and ran a Seamen’s 
Mission, living a double life 
and passing the close scrutiny 
of the Vichy police, and helped 
British and Allied soldiers to 
freedom across mountains into 
Spain.

Dr Caskie was eventually re-
cruited by British Intelligence 
o�cers and was told his 
mission was the last link of a 
chain of safe houses they had 
set up, which stretched from 
the beaches of Dunkirk in 
northern France to Marseille 
in the south.

�e story of how he helped 
liberate prisoners from Fort 
de la Revere in 1942 is out-
lined in his book, �e Tartan 
Pimpernel, which is described 
as ‘more thrilling than any 
adventure story’.

Dr Caskie was o�cially act-
ing as a chaplain to the PoWs 
and one day he discovered an 
opening to a sewer behind a 
large bush near the fort.

He passed the information 
to his Resistance contact, 
General Sir Albert-Marie 
Guerisse, who was codenamed 
Pat O’Leary.

Dr Caskie wrote that the 
entrance to the sewer inside 
the fort was in the boiler house 
and, within 90 minutes, 36 
men had escaped.

‘Another 22 men followed 
them, each ready to take his 
chance on making a solo 
getaway.

‘Still more would have 
escaped but for a tragi-comic 
miscalculation involving a fat 
man, a squadron leader from 
the RAF, who got stuck in the 
tunnel. �e poor man strug-
gled furiously to get through 
the aperture and succeeded 
only in becoming more tightly 
wedged.

‘Fourteen of the solo escapees 
were recaptured, eight got 
clean away.

‘Not one of the submarine 
passengers was lost, all re-
turned to England to continue 
the �ght.’

A�er the war, he returned 
to the Scots Kirk near the 
Champs-Elysees in the 8th 
Arrondissement where he 
stayed until 1961.

�e war hero returned 
to Scotland and became 
minister of Old Gourock 
Church in Inverclyde and later 
Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay 
North Church in Ayrshire. He 
retired and a�er his death in 
December 1983, was laid to rest 
in the family grave at Bowmore 
on Islay.

Dr Caskie’s medals are on 
display at nearby Kilarrow 
Parish Church. An exhibition 
is on display at the Scots Kirk.

Tom Caskie with the book recounting his uncle’s exploits 
during the Second World War. Photograph: Church of Scotland
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Kingussie crowned Mowi 
Premiership champions

Kingussie, winners of the Mowi Premiership. Photographs: Neil Paterson

Kingussie captain Robert Mabon receives the Mowi Premiership 
Trophy from Alistair Geddes of Mowi.

Red and blacks do league 
double over Newtonmore

Lewis Buchanan scored two goals 
against Newtonmore.

Mowi Premiership
Oban Camanachd 4 
Newtonmore 1
Oban Camanachd beat Newtonmore 
for the second time in the Mowi 
Premiership this season, winning 
their 12.30pm throw-up at Moss�eld 
4-1.

A broken �nger has ended 
Malcolm Clark’s season while 
Oban Camanachd continue to be 
without Willie Neilson and Aidan 
MacIntyre, with Keith MacMillan 
also unavailable. Daniel Cameron 
started at full back, with Chrissie 
MacMillan, Daniel MacCuish, 
Lewis Buchanan and Daniel Madej 
making up a fast forward line. Craig 
Easton retained his place in defence. 

Daniel MacVicar was delayed 
through work commitments so he 
started on the bench along with 
Blair MacFarlane, Ross Campbell 
and Gary McKerracher. 

Newtonmore’s Andy MacKintosh 
returned a�er serving a one-match 
suspension, whilst Ewen Fraser was 
also back. Iain Robinson recovered 
from injury to take a place on the 
bench. Newtonmore were without 
Fraser MacKintosh, whilst Glen 
MacKintosh and Steven Macdonald 
were still missing, although the 
latter was a goal judge. 

On a cold day, it was wet ahead 
of throw-up although the sun ap-
peared through the showers as both 
sides lined-up for their penultimate 
match of the season. 

Newtonmore created the game’s 
�rst real opportunity but, a�er 
good play from Evan Menzies on 
the right, Michael Russell’s low 
show was well saved with his feet by 
Oban Camanachd keeper Cameron 

Sutherland at the expense of a 
corner.

It was the Oban side, however, who 
took the lead on 12 minutes. Craig 
Easton won the ball at the back and 
found Andrew MacCuish on the le� 
of the mid�eld, in front of the main 
stand. MacCuish’s low, diagonal ball 
forward was �icked on by Daniel 
Madej to Chrissie MacMillan in a 
central position with his back to 
goal. MacMillan, who also scored 
against Newtonmore at the Eilan 
earlier in the season, allowed the 
ball to run across his body before 
turning and sweeping a shot past 
keeper Kenny Ross to his le� side.

�e hosts continued to press and 
Daniel MacCuish saw a shot from 
the right come o� the keeper’s le� 
post a�er Lorne Dickie’s free-hit 
from mid�eld wasn’t dealt with by 
the visiting defence. 

Oban Camanachd continued to 
create the better chances and Scott 
MacMillan’s ball from wide on the 
right dipped just over the crossbar.

Newtonmore fought back and it 
took a great challenge from Daniel 
Cameron to halt one attack. Ewen 
Fraser then sent a low e�ort wide 
of the far post under pressure from 
Craig Easton before Cameron 
Sutherland made another good stop, 
this time from Ewen Fraser, clearing 
the ball to safety. 

Craig Easton was then forced o� 
with what looked like a nasty neck 
injury. Daniel MacVicar came on 
in attack, with Chrissie MacMillan 
dropping back into defence. 

An Evan Menzies e�ort from the 
le� was de�ected wide for a corner 
but it was the hosts who took a 2-0 
lead into the break with youngster 
Lewis Buchanan, making the most 
of his start, netting on 37 minutes. 
Andrew MacCuish went on a good 
run before �nding Daniel MacVicar 
on the right. Newtonmore keeper 
Kenny Ross saved MacVicar’s e�ort 
with his hand, but Lewis Buchanan 
ran in from the le� to score from the 
re-bound. 

Newtonmore went on the attack 
from the re-start and a low strike 
from Evan Menzies was saved by 
Cameron Sutherland. 

Oban Camanachd wing centre 
Andrew MacCuish launched the 
ball goalwards from the le� of mid-
�eld but Kenny Ross was equal to 
the dropping ball. Scott MacMillan 
took the resulting corner and this 
time Kenny Ross saved well from 
Daniel MacCuish.  

Newtonmore boss Paul John 
MacKintosh made changes as he 
introduced Iain Robinson, Owen 

Fraser and David Fraser. However,  
it was Oban Camanachd who 
added a third goal on 58 minutes. 
Garry Lord’s free-hit drew another 
set-piece chance, this time in the 
goal area a�er Daniel MacVicar 
was bundled to the ground. Daniel 
Madej took the free-hit, �nding 
Scott MacMillan on the le� and 
MacMillan, who had lost his mark-
er, sent a low drive on his back-hand 
past the keeper to make it 3-0 with 
58 minutes on the clock.  

Evan Menzies pulled a goal back 
on 71 minutes. Iain Robinson cut 
the ball across to Menzies and 
with Daniel Cameron slipping, 
the Newtonmore captain gave the 
keeper no chance with a clean strike 
on his back-hand. 

Newtonmore immediately brought 
Ewen Fraser back on and Evan 
Menzies �red over as they looked to 
score again.   

But the red and blacks restored 
their three-goal cushion on 78 
minutes. Andrew MacCuish came 
deep to win possession and surged 
forward before checking back and 
sweeping the ball across to Lewis 
Buchanan and his low, �rm strike, 
with Rory Kennedy closing him 
down, beat the keeper. 

Oban Camanachd had already 
put Blair MacFarlane on for Scott 
MacMillan before replacing Andrew 
MacCuish with Ross Campbell.

�ere was a lot for the Oban side 
to be pleased about and their back-
line of Daniel Cameron, Daniel 
Sloss, Craig Easton and Garry 
Lord worked hard and were solid 
throughout.  

�ey now leap-frog Newtonmore 
to take fourth place in the division 
with both sides having one match 
remaining.

Speaking a�er the match, 
Camanachd assistant manager 

Kenny Wotherspoon said: ‘We’ve 
now played Newtonmore four times 
this season, including a pre-season 
friendly which we won at their place. 
We’ve beaten them twice in the 
league – and when was the last time 
you could say Oban Camanachd 
did that - but, unfortunately for us, 
the one we lost was probably the 
most important of them all: - the 
Camanachd Cup Final.

‘I’ve managed at South 1 and 
National level before but the 
Premiership is a massive step up 
but considering Stephen [Sloss] and 
I went into this new environment 
without really knowing each other, 
I think the results show it’s been 
a positive season for the club and 
we’re certainly pleased with it.

‘Clubs now recognise Oban 
Camanachd as a strong team which 
is encouraging and whilst there’s 
still room for improvement, we’ll 
continue to try some things out 
in the remaining two matches, for 
example using Daniel Madej and 

Chrissie MacMillan up front, before 
checking on everyone’s availability 
for next season.

‘Lewis [Buchanan] has been scor-
ing a lot of goals for Lochside and it 
is also important the young guys get 
their chances and he certainly took 
his. It has been a long season but that 
is because we’ve been able to play in 
every game possible.’ 

Kyles Athletic 1 
Kingussie 0
It was title celebration day for cham-
pions Kingussie as they were pre-
sented with the Mowi Premiership 
trophy following their match with 
Kyles Athletic at Tighnabruaich. 

�e match itself went the home 
side’s way as they won for the fourth 
successive game, in�icting only 
Kingussie’s second league defeat of 
the season – the other coming at 
home to Lovat.

Colin MacDonald returned for 
Kyles Athletic, but Neil MacVicar 
joined �omas Whyte on the 
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Results
Saturday October 26
Mowi Premiership
Oban Caman 4 v 1 Newtonmore
Kyles Athletic 1 v 0 Kingussie

Mowi North Division One
Fort William 4 v 3 Newtonmore
Kingussie P v P Aberdeen Uni
Re-scheduled for November 9
Kinlochshiel 3 v 2 Caberfeidh
Lovat 2 v 2 Skye

Fixtures
Saturday November 2
Mowi Under 21 Shinty/Hurling
International
Ireland v Scotland
Noon throw-up at Abbotstown, 
Dublin. 

Shinty/Hurling International
Ireland v Scotland
Calum Girvan
2pm throw-up at Abbotstown, 
Dublin.

Mowi North Division One
Lovat v Aberdeen University
Newtonmnore v Glengarry
Fort William v Glenurquhart

absentee list. Conor Kennedy was 
also back but he was held in reserve 
with Murdo MacRae and Jack 
Whyte. Innes MacDonald replaced 
MacVicar in defence. 

James Falconer returned for 
Kingussie and started on the bench 
alongside Owen Reid, Craig Dawson 
and Cameron Leiper. Fraser Munro 
and James Hutchison were both 
unavailable. 

� e only goal of the game came 
a� er � ve minutes and there looked 
to be a touch of good fortune about 
it. Kyles put together some nice 
build up play, working the ball wide 
to Robbie MacLeod near the corner 
� ag. MacLeod lo� ed the ball into 
the goal area and Colin MacDonald 
leapt with an outstretched arm, rais-
ing his caman with one hand, and 
the ball de� ected by keeper Rory 
MacGregor from the edge of the ‘D’  
with the � nal touch looking to be 
o�  the club of Kingussie defender 
Robert Mabon. 

� e victory means Kyles stay third, 
a point ahead of Oban Camanachd,  
with both sides having two matches 
remaining. 

A� er the � nal whistle, Kingussie 
skipper Robert Mabon stepped 
forward to receive the Premiership 
trophy from Alistair Geddes from 
sponsors Mowi and it now sits next 
to the Artemis Macaulay Cup in the 
Kingussie trophy cabinet.  

Mowi North Division 1
Fort William 4 
Newtonmore 3
� e Newtonmore second team’s 
Mowi North Division 1 title chances 
su� ered a blow when they lost 4-3 
to the Fort William second team in 

Kyles Athletic’s Andrew King resists the challenge from Kingussie’s 
James Falconer.

their noon throw-up at An Aird.
� is was a tricky test for the 

Newtonmore seconds but they 
showed their intent as Cameron 
McNiven on 16 minutes and Duncan 
Gorman a couple of minutes later 
gave them a 2-0 interval lead. 

Fort William made a strong start 
to the second half. Victor Smith 
made it 2-1 a couple of minutes a� er 
the re-start, before Scott Knox, on 
52 minutes, turned a re-bound home 
on his back-hand to make it 2-2. 

Padraig McNeil put Fort William 
ahead for the � rst time in the game 
on the hour but Newtonmore’s 
Calum Stewart made it 3-3 four 
minutes later. 

� e winning goal came 20 minutes 
from time when Victor Smith got 
his second to give Fort William a 
4-3 victory.

� e result means Fort William 
go second in the division with 
Newtonmore dropping to fourth 
spot. Newtonmore now trail leaders 
Glengarry by � ve points but they 
have two games in hand – at home 
against Aberdeen University and 
the Glenurquhart seconds. � e 
potential league decider between the 
Newtonmore seconds and Glengarry 
at the Eilan has been re-scheduled 
for this Saturday. A draw will be 
enough to give Glengarry the title.

Elsewhere, Keith MacRae scored 
twice as the Kinlochshiel second 
team beat the Caberfeidh second 
team 3-2 at Castle Leod, whilst the 
Lovat and Skye Camanachd second 
teams drew 2-2 at Balgate. � e match 
between the Kingussie reserves and 
Aberdeen University at the Dell has 
been re-scheduled for Saturday 9 
November 2019. 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£3800

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
D Cameron
Inverlochy
L Currie
Lochgilphead

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
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GOLF

WCA round-up
Mowi National 
Division
Badenoch 8
Skye Camanachd 1
Badenoch were crowned 
Mowi National Division 
champions a�er they beat 
Skye Camanachd 8-1 in their 
play-o� match at Balgate on 
Sunday October 27.

�e match was originally 
scheduled for Craigard, but a 
�ursday pitch inspection led 
to a switch to the Bught Park, 
Inverness. �at was ruled out 
on Saturday morning and 
the game was relocated to 
Balgate. 

Badenoch opened with a 
high intensity and didn’t 
allow Skye to play from the 
throw-up. 

From the moment Kirsty 
Deans put them ahead on 
four minutes, Badenoch took 
control. 

Jeanette MacGregor, �elded 
in attack rather than her usu-
al defensive position, made it 
2-0 on 16 minutes. 

Straight from the re-start, 

Kirsty Deans added a third 
and she completed her hat-
trick on 23 minutes. 

Badenoch were relentless 
and it was Kirsty Deans again 
on 27 minutes to make it 5-0.

Badenoch had the ball in 
the net for a sixth time on 35 
minutes when Kirsty Deans 
broke down the le� before 
�nding Jeanette MacGregor 
who netted, but the e�ort was 
ruled out for o�side. 

Skye seemed to take heart 
and it took two �ne Elizabeth 
MacGregor saves to keep 
them at bay and it remained 
5-0 until the end of the �rst 
40 minutes. 

Skye were �nding Kirsty 
Deans too hot to handle 
though and Badenoch got  
their sixth goal six minutes 
into the second half, with 
Deans scoring again. 

Skye pulled a goal back 
through Sarah Corrigall on 
53 minutes, but Badenoch 
were in no mood to let the 
islanders back into the match. 

Just a couple of minutes 
later, Kirsty Deans made it 
7-1 before she scored for the 
seventh time on 62 minutes 
to make it 8-1 and give 
Badenoch the trophy for the 
�rst time.

Scotland prepare for 
shinty/hurling tests
�e Scotland senior and 
under-21 squads have made 
their �nal preparations 
ahead of their Mowi shinty/
hurling internationals against 
their Irish counterparts at 
the GAA National Games 
Development Centre in 
Abbotstown, Dublin, on 
Saturday November 2. 

�e Scots depart for Ireland 
on Friday for this year’s 
cross-code clashes on the 
back of two victories in 2018. 
�e Scotland senior side came 
from 10-2 down at half-time 
to win 14-12 in an exciting 
but tense encounter at the 
Bught Park. 

Newtonmore’s Glen 
MacKintosh scored 
Scotland’s only goal last year, 
but injury has prevented him 
from staking a claim in this 
year’s squad. 

Scotland U21 returned from 
Abbotstown with a magni�-
cent 25-13 victory following a 
bruising encounter last year, 
only the Scots second win on 
Irish soil. 

�ey scored six goals in 
the process with Badenoch 
duo Roddy Young and Iain 
Robinson both netting 
twice and Lochaber’s 
Findlay MacDonald and 
Fort William’s Alexander 
MacMillan getting the others. 
All are included once more. 

Both managers are under-
standably upbeat as they wait 
for the Irish to reveal their 
squads. 

Scotland senior head coach 
Garry Reid said: ‘Preparations 

have been good and we’ve had 
several sessions, working 
with a group of 30 players. 

‘�e players have shown 
great commitment to these 
sessions which, on one hand, 
made my life easy but, on the 
other hand, made it di�cult 
as I had to leave out ten of 
them when I’d have had no 
hesitation in �elding any of 
them against Ireland. It’s 
good I’ve had a real choice 
when it came to selecting the 
�nal pool though.’

�ere’s no doubt Garry is 
pleased with his squad and 
he’s keen to make the point 
that everyone has a chance to 
be involved. 

On form
He said: ‘�e �nal squad is 

re�ective of the players who 
have been on form this season 
and with eight changes from 
last year, including six new 
caps, it demonstrates you can 
earn a place in the squad by 
having a very good season.’

�ere is also progression 
from the U21s and from the 
U17s before that, which is 
evidence the pathway works.    

�e Scotland head coach 
has an idea of what to expect 
from the game. 

He said: ‘Ireland made 
a good start last year and 
I’ve seen that before when 
managing the Scotland U21s. 
�ey are more than capable 
of starting with speed and te-
nacity so we have to be ready 
for that and be able to match 
it in our own play. 

‘I’m also expecting a 

physical encounter and that 
in�uenced my squad selec-
tion. It favours a player such 
as say Daniel Cameron over 
say Lorne Dickie and we plan 
to �eld combative players in 
the mid�eld as that’s an area 
of our game where will have 
to be strong.’ 

It has been a nervous wait 
over the last couple of weeks 
as Garry hoped there would 
be no injuries as some of his 
players played in key league 
matches. 

‘We always knew there 
would be club �xtures in the 
lead up but you just have to 
keep your �ngers crossed.’ 

�ere is a contingency plan 
in place though as Garry 
added: ‘All the remaining ten 
players are on stand-by and 
the biggest shame is that there 
is only this one opportunity 
to have the chance to repre-
sent their country each year. 

‘Players such as Scott 
MacMillan and Lorne Dickie 
from Oban Camanachd 
came close to being selected,  
as did Kinlochshiel pair 
Conor Cormack and Mark 
MacDonald as well as Fort 
William’s Arran MacPhee. 
Kinlochshiel’s Donald Nixon 
has had another good season,  
whilst I like the way Fraser 
Heath links up play, whilst 
Caberfeidh’s Blair Morrison, 
the 2018 U21 captain, could 
have put a good case forward 
to have been involved with 
the seniors last year as well.

‘A number of the Kingussie 
boys also caught the eye but 

we agreed any player still eli-
gible for the U21s should play 
there and only those aged 
over 21 years would represent 
the seniors.’ 

�e cross-code rules look 
to be unchanged and, with 
the match being on Irish soil, 
a Scottish referee has been 
appointed with the honour 
going to Calum Girvan. 

�e senior clash throws in at 
2pm but, ahead of that, Alan 
MacRae’s U21 squad return 
to the scene of last year’s 
memorable clash for a noon 
throw-in against Ireland U21.  

Alan MacRae said: ‘We are 
taking a strong squad over 
to Dublin and are looking 
forward to the challenge of 
retaining the trophy.

‘�e core of the team is still 
in place from last year with 
in�uential players such as 
Scott MacLachlan, Lachie 
Smith, Iain Richardson, 
Jonnie MacAskill, Danny 
Kelly and Innes Blackhall 
playing a pivotal role in their 
�nal year alongside Calum 
Grant from Kingussie. 

‘We have an exciting 
group which includes Oban 
Camanachd’s three Daniels: 
MacVicar, MacCuish and 
Sloss and Oban Celtic’s Ross 
MacMillan, some of whom 
will be joining the bulk of last 
year’s free scoring attack who 
are still eligible.

‘Assuming our debutants 
can adapt to the di�erent 
challenges of the hybrid 
game, it should prove to be an 
entertaining encounter.’

A cold but sunny day on 
Sunday October 27 saw the 
conclusion to a successful 
season at Dalmally Golf Club.

A fun nine-hole mixed sta-
bleford with a twist preceded 

Dalmally Golf Club prizegiving

The MacMillan family.

lunch and the annual prize-
giving in the clubhouse. 

As well as the competition 
winners, the club captain 
made presentations to Alison 
Livingstone who was retiring 
a�er 15 years as Ladies 
Handicap Secretary and the 
voluntary greens team Jim 
Livingstone, Billy McKay and 
Ewen Groat to acknowledge 
and thank them for their 
major contribution to the 
club. Graeme also thanked 
Etive Brown who was retiring 
as Ladies Match Secretary.

Graeme commented that 
the future of the club was 
assured with the new gen-
eration of players including 
Lewis MacMillan who won 
Most Promising Player and 
Andrew MacMillan who took 

the Junior Champion Trophy, 
along with dad James who 
won the Leisure Sport Trophy 
and the Club Championship 
(Handicap). 

�e prizegiving concluded 
with a fun ‘Nearest the Pin’ on 
the �rst hole with Ewen Groat 
narrowly pipping Alison 
Livingstone. Ewen generously 
donated the competition 
prize fund back to the club. 

Prizewinners:  Gents - McIntyre 
Greensomes – Ewen Groat and Jim 
Livingstone; Leisure Sport Trophy 
– James MacMillan; Strathorchy 
Trophy – Ewen Groat;  Cowan Cup 
– Tony Graham; Two Clubs and A 
Putter – Graeme MacKechnie;  Match 
Play Sunday Singles – Terry Macnair;  
Ralph Boon Trophy - Tony Graham; 
Most Promising Player – Lewis 
MacMillan;  Junior Trophy – Andrew 
MacMillan;  Summer Stableford 
League – Jim Livingstone;  Seniors 

Championship – Martin O’Kee�e; 
Gold Medal – Terry Macnair;  
Silver Medal – Tony Graham;  Club 
Champion – Handicap – James 
MacMillan;  Club Champion – 
Scratch – Graeme MacKechnie.

Ladies - Simmers Quaich – Catriona 
O’Kee�e;  Golf Foundation Brooch 
(Best 9 from 18 holes) – Rena Ritchie;  
Braigh Quaich (28+ Handicap) – 
Caroline Manson;  Lyndsay Trophy 

(Greensome 9 holes) – Catriona 
O’Kee�e and Alison Livingstone; 
Munro Trophy (Two Clubs and a 
Putter) – Jean Twort; Silver Medal – 
Maud Marshall; Lady Golfer (Best 29 
+ Handicap) – Rena Ritchie; Birdie 
Tree Birdie – Alison Livingstone;  
Quaich for 9 hole series – Etive Brown;  
Eclectic Medal Play – Maud Marshall; 
Ann Broughton Quaich (September 
Greensome) – June Sutherland and 

Rena Ritchie;  First Lady (Seniors 
Open) – Catriona O’Kee�e.

Mixed Competitions - John 
MacKechnie Quaich – Maud Marshall 
and Terry Macnair;  Dalmally Shield ( 
Ladies v Gents) – Dalmally Gents.

Dalmally Golf Club prizewinners.

Badenoch captain Zoe Reid receives the National Division 
Championship Trophy from Ian Roberts of Mowi.
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Sixteen ladies from Oban squash team 
travelled to Maryhill last Saturday to com-
pete against Scotland’s oldest club SSRC. 
�ere was a fair amount of trepidation and 
excitement beforehand as this was the �rst  
competition for some of the ladies.

SSRC’s Sabrina Tengku Nur put on an ex-
cellent display of squash con�rming why she 
is ranked number three in the West Squash 
League. �e Oban ladies held their own 
with some consistent and impressive play, 
running out 2-1 winners. �e result was just 

Narrow win for Oban Ladies squash team
Oban Ladies Squash Team ouside the SSRC club. 

rewards for the hard work by the team and 
the continued support from sponsors.

A special mention goes to coach Colin 
MacNiven for giving up his time on a weekly 
basis and for driving the team to events.

�e Oban Ladies Squash Team continues 
to grow and is always looking for new 
members. �ey train at Atlantis Leisure on 
Monday nights from 6.30pm to 9pm.

Dylan takes Saints 
coaching session
Former Argyll and 
Bute Council Football 
Development O�cer Dylan 
Kerr returned to Oban last 
week for a three-day visit, ten 
years a�er leaving the town 
to take up a football coaching 
role in South Africa.

Dylan’s �rst thought when 
he arrived in Oban was to 
meet up with former Saints 

coaches for a couple of beers 
and organise a coaching 
sesssion for the club.

In horrendous weather 
conditions, 38 members of 
the club’s �rst, second and 
under-17 teams turned up 
for a two-hour session on the 
Oban Community 3G pitch at 
Oban High School.

Dylan was impressed with 

the attitude and quality of the 
football shown by the players 
on the night.

Dylan played for She�eld 
Wednesday, Leeds United 
and a number of other 
English clubs. He moved to 
Scotland and won a Scottish 
Cup medal with Kilmarnock 
a�er they defeated Falkirk in 
the 1997 �nal at Hampden.

Saints club secretary David 
Buchanan said: ‘Oban Saints 
owe Dylan a lot. If it wasn’t 
for him we might not have 
joined the Scottish Football 
Association’s Quality Mark 
programme. �is was a great 
move for Oban Saints with 

numerous coaches at the club 
gaining �rst class SFA coach-
ing quali�cations. �is pro-
gramme is still been carried 
on by present development 

o�cer Martin Rae. Everyone 
at Oban Saints wishes Dylan 
success in his next footballing 
venture - wherever that will 
be.’

Dylan Kerr with the Oban Saints players who took part in his coaching session. Photographs: Derek Black.

Dylan Kerr.

Lochnell FC’s 2008 team are sporting a new ‘away’ kit thanks to the generosity of a 
well-known local employer. The operators of Yeoman Glensanda Quarry, on the Morvern 
peninsula, stepped in to support the team in their travels as they begin life in a new 
league. Every month, in preparation for the transition to 11-a-side football, the team play 
in the East Dunbartonshire Soccer Association’s nine-a-side league, based in Milngavie. 
So far, the North Connel side have given some spirited performances, more than living 
up to Yeoman Glensanda’s motto which is printed on the back of each strip, ‘Together - 
One Team, One Vision’.  

New kit for Lochnell football youngsters
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Oban Saints 6
Garrowhill Thistle 1

Central Scottish 1B

OBAN SAINTS YOUTH TEAMS

Results and � xtures
Last Sunday’s results: Under 13s 8, Busby 3; On target 
for Saints were Thys Millar (3), Kai MacKechnie (3), 
Kieran Gri� en and Lewis MacCuish.
Renton Craigandro 2, Under 14s 2. Zander Craik scored 
both Saints goals; BSC Glasgow 0, Under 15s 3. Scoring 
for Saints were Ruairidh Buchanan, Kyle Cooper and 
Cooper MacIntyre; Under 17s 0, Summerston 1.
 This Sunday’s � xtures: Cambuslang v Under 13s; Under 
14s no game; Carmunnock v Under 15s; Busby v Under 
17s.    

RUGBY

Saints on Scottish Cup 
duty this weekend

Jags are no match for six-goal Saints

Garrowhill keeper Callum McAuley punches out of the box to 
where Craig MacEwan was waiting to knock the ball into the net. 

Myles McAuley congratulates Matt Rippon on netting his 
penalty.

Seven members of Oban Lorne Ladies took part in the 
Stomp challenge last Saturday at BT Murray� eld for 
SAMH (Scottish Association for Mental Health). 

There were two route options up and down the stairs 
of the stadium – Stomp or Extreme Stomp. Stomp set 
the challenge with more than 4,200 stairs up, down and 
around the stairs of the south, west and north lower 
stands of the iconic BT Murray� eld before stepping it 
up and taking on both the lower and upper east stand. 

Extreme Stomp made this look like a walk in the park. 
Facing BT Murray� eld’s tallest staircases and totalling 
more than 7,400 stairs, the Extreme Stomp took on the 
Stomp route, PLUS the remaining stairs of the upper 
stands.

Unfortunately the exertions at Murray� eld must have 
been too much for the  Oban girls as they lost 43-0 
at home to league leaders Heriot’s Blues Women on 
Sunday. The ladies are on the move again this weekend 
when they travel to Coupar to take on Howe of Fife. 

Oban Lorne Under 16s were in action at the weekend 
when they fought out a 33-33 draw with Newton 
Stewart with the the visitors snatching a share of the 
points with a try in the last play of the match.

Oban Lorne men’s team get back to action after a 
long lay-o�  with a home league game against Udding-
ston on Saturday November 9. 

Lorne ladies are in step
Oban Lorne Ladies before the Stomp challenge.

GOLF

Bob and Belle on course
David Graham, Belle Robertson, Bob MacIntyre and 
Willie Ross at Machrihanish.

Bob MacIntyre, taking a couple of weeks o�  his busy 
European Tour schedule, took time to play a round of 
golf at Machrihanish last week with the legendary Belle 
Robertson and gol� ng buddies Willie Ross and David 
Graham before heading o�  to play in the $10,250,000 
WGB-HSBC Champions event in Shanghai starting 
today (October 31).

Young Gavin Forgrieve showed composure on the ball.

Following the drama of the 
Scottish Amateur Cup tie 
against Vale of Earn which 
took two games and a penalty 
shoot-out to resolve, Oban 
Saints returned to league 
business at Glencruitten 
last Saturday for the visit of 
Garrowhill � istle. 

Second half substitute Matt 
Rippon successfully convert-
ed his third penalty kick of 
the season to round o�  a 6-1 
win adding to a brace from 
Donald Campbell and a hat-
trick from leading goalscorer 
Craig MacEwan.

Management duo Donald 
Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell made two changes 
to the starting line-up from 
the previous week’s trip to 
Crie� , promoting Cammy 
Hill from the bench to replace 
David Beaton and rewarding 
Gavin Forgrieve for his recent 
impressive displays for the 
second team with a place in 
mid� eld. � is allowed Matty 
Kelly to rest following his 
exertions with the Central 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Select.

Saints kicked o�  attacking 
the railway line end where 
Willie Gemmell twice came 
close to opening the scoring 
inside the � rst 10 minutes. 

Firstly he squeezed a lay-o�  
from Craig MacEwan a� er a 
Scott Maitland overlapping 
run and cross inches wide of 
target before � istle keeper 
Callum McAuley threw up 
a strong le�  hand to stop 
a thumping 25-yard strike 
from the Saints co-ga� er.

� e home faithful didn’t 
have too much longer to 
wait for the opening goal 

SAFA International Select 
with a darting 43rd-minute 
run into the Jags box but was 
denied a strike on goal by a 
perfectly timed, sliding inter-
ception by Josh McCormick.

Maitland thought his tackle 
on Craig Lamont 60 seconds 
later was equally well timed 
but Mr McCann thought 
otherwise and awarded the 
visitors a free-kick midway 
inside the Saints half. 

Gavin Forgrieve’s sliced 
clearance of Lamont’s deliv-
ery into the box landed at the 
feet of Paul � omson 17 yards 
out. 

Already harbouring a 
sense of injustice, Saints 
were le�  incredulous when 
Mr McCann pointed to the 
penalty spot a� er Lewis 
Cameron was penalised for a 
handball, protecting his face 
from � omson’s point blank 
range shot. Jags striker Lee 
Drummond placed the ball 

which came from the head of 
Craig MacEwan in the 13th 
minute. Ruaridh Horne sent a 
tempting cross from the right 
on to the six-yard line where 
MacEwan held o�  the chal-
lenge of William Coulter to 
nod the ball into the bottom 
corner past a static Callum 
McAuley.

� ere was a loud appeal for 
o� side from the Saints back 
four in the 19th minute but 
referee Tony McCann was 
unimpressed and allowed 
Oliver Ferguson to continue 
his run into the box to � re 
o�  a shot which Graham 
Douglas did extremely well 
to hold.

Scurrying
Saints doubled their 

advantage on the half-hour 
mark from a patient passing 
move from the back. Gavin 
Forgieve picked up the ball 
in the centre circle from 
Dene Cassells and sent Scott 
Maitland scurrying forward 
on the le� . 

Maitland found Craig 
MacEwan in the Jags box, 
who carried the ball to the 
bye-line and, a� er a double 
step over, picked out Donald 
Campbell arriving at the near 
post to knock the ball home 
with the outside of his right 
foot.

� istle keeper Callum 
McAuley produced two 
� nes saves to prevent Saints 
from further stretching their 
advantage. A� er standing up 
well at his near post to beat 
away a Craig MacEwan le�  
foot e� ort from the corner 
of the six-yard box, McAuley 
leapt acrobatically to his le�  
to push a curling Donald 
Campbell shot bound for the 
top corner round the post.

Scott Maitland continued 
the form which has earned 
him a call-up to train with 

on the spot and on the refer-
ee’s whistle slammed the ball 
home to half the de� cit.

With their composure 
restored Saints made the 
perfect start to the second 
half immediately regaining 
possession through Cammy 
Hill, who made a driving 
run at the heart of the Jags 
defence. 

Hill threaded a well-meas-
ured diagonal ball for Craig 
MacEwan cutting in from 
the le� , who wasted no time 
in clipping a shot across the 
advancing keeper and into 
the far corner of the net.

Tight angle
Saints put some daylight 

between themselves and their 
visitors in the 51st minute 
when Dene Cassells returned 
a Callum McAuley clearance 
with a thumping header. 

Craig MacEwan helped 
it on to Donald Campbell, 
who rounded the advancing 
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Central Scottish AFL - Division 1B
Teams   P      W     D      L      F       A      Pts   
1   Oban Saints  8       8      0      0     34      5       24
2   Blantyre RGM  6       4      1      1     14     10      13
3   Lesmahagow  6       3      0      3     17       8        9
4   Stedfast K  6       3      0      3     10     11        9
5   Clydebank  6       2      1      3       8     18        7
6   Bridgewater  5       2      0      3       8     10        6
7   Cambusnethan Talbot 6       1      3      2       5     11        6
8   Garrowhill Thistle 6       1      1      4       9     17        4
9   Craigneuk  5       0      0      5       3     18        0

Jags are no match for six-goal Saints

 Donald Campbell slices Myles McAuley’s cross wide of target.  Match report and photographs: Derek Black

 Eyes on the ball – Craig MacEwan and Josh McCormick.keeper and, from a tight 
angle, slotted the ball into the 
unguarded net.

Both teams made their � rst 
changes on 57 minutes. 

Christopher Cameron 
replaced Paul � omson 
for the visitors with Myles 
McAuley coming on for 
Willie Gemmell in the Saints 
mid� eld. 

Scott Maitland’s perse-
verance on the le�  won a 
61st-minute corner kick 
which Callum McAuley came 
through a pile of bodies to 
punch clear. 

Unfortunately for the Jags 
keeper his punch landed 
neatly at the feet of Craig 
MacEwan, who steered the 
ball past the still-o� -balance 
McAuley to seal his hat-trick.

� e � � h goal was the cue 
for a triple Saints change with 
David Beaton, Aaron McKay 
and Matt Rippon coming on 
to replace Gavin Forgrieve, 
Cammy Hill and Craig 
MacEwan.

Mr McCann an easy decision 
to point to the spot. Matt 
Rippon kept up his 100 per 
cent record from the penalty 
spot sending his e� ort into 
the top corner beyond the 
despairing dive of Callum 
McAuley to notch a sixth goal 
for Saints.

With the clock ticking into 
stoppage time David Baton 
couldn’t direct a Donald 
Campbell cutback on target 
and Matt Rippon sent a 
28-yard free-kick over the 

Rippon almost made an in-
stant impact making a good 
run through the inside right 
channel to collect a Lewis 
Cameron pass but seeing his 
low shot blocked by the feet of 
� istle keeper McAuley.

Further changes followed 
in the 72nd minute when 
Matty Kelly replaced Lewis 
Cameron for Saints and the 
visitors sent on Ryan Latter 
for Oliver Ferguson.

Shot-shy
An 82nd-minute nose bleed 

from Myles McAuley in the 
unfamiliar territory of the 
opposition 18-yard box saw 
the shot-shy mid� elder pass 
up a shooting opportunity in 
favour of a lay-o�  to Donald 
Campbell, whose e� ort on 
the stretch slipped agonising-
ly wide of target.

David Beaton’s pace 
through the middle was caus-
ing problems for the visitors 
and his 86th-minute run 
was brought to a premature 
end by Ryan Latter giving 

crossbar before Mr McCann 
called time. � is con� rmed 
Saints’ eighth win of a perfect 
start to the Central Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
Division 1B campaign.

Saints are back on the road 
this coming Saturday when 
they visit Garscube Sports 
Complex to face Westerlands 
of the Caledonian League in 
the Scottish Amateur Cup 
third round – kick-o�  2pm.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 25, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.29 0.8 07.17 4.0 
 13.49 0.8 19.29 3.9
Fri 02.09 1.0 07.55 3.8 
 14.32 1.1 20.04 3.0
Sat 02.51 1.2 08.35 3.6 
 15.18 1.4 20.42 3.3
Sun 03.40 1.5 09.23 3.3 
 16.11 1.8 21.28 3.0
Mon 04.37 1.8 10.31 3.1 
 17.15 2.0 22.39 2.7
Tues 05.46 1.9 12.59 3.1 
 18.40 2.1  **.** *.*
Wed 02.04 2.7 07.17 1.9 
 14.13 3.2 20.23 2.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light cloud and
a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
7°C to 9ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and 
a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
10°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain and a moderate 
breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
6ºC to 11ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

9

11

10
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SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 55

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Jags are no 
match for six-
goal Saints

Scotland prepare 
for shinty/hurling 
tests

MOTO3PETRONAS Sprinta Racing 
rider John McPhee from Oban 
and teammate Ayumu Sasaki 
secured a sizeable haul of 
Moto3 World Championship 
points at last Sunday’s 
Australian Grand Prix, 
battling their way through an 
epic race at Phillip Island to 
� nish in � � h and seventh.

John was in contention 
for the top podium spot for 

John clocks up more points 
coming 5th at Phillip Island

most of the 23 laps around 
Australia’s iconic seaside 
circuit, running in the lead 
pack multiple times as the 
group chopped and changed 
around him.

Unfortunate
Looking set to take his 

fourth podium � nish of the 
2019 season, he was unfor-
tunate to have another rider 
make contact on the � nal 

lap, just taking him out of the 
podium battle and forcing 
him to settle for � � h, a mere 
0.330 seconds from the win.

John remains � � h in the 
championship a� er his � � h-
place � nish.

� e 2019 Moto3 World 
Championship returns to 
action in only � ve days’ 
time at PETRONAS Sprinta 
Racing’s home event, with ac-

tion getting underway at the 
Sepang International Circuit 
on Friday November 1 ahead 
of the Malaysia Motorcycle 
Grand Prix on Sunday 
November 3.

Dogfi ght
A� er the race John said: ‘It 

was a proper dog� ght and I’m 
happy to � nish � � h even if I 
am a little disappointed not to 
be on the podium. 

‘I dug deep and gave it 
everything I had on the last 
lap, but at the same time, I 
had to be careful because it 
would have been very easy to 
end the race on the � oor. 

‘� ere were some very hard 
passes being made. � ere 
was literally nothing more 
I could have done in the last 
corner to get a slipstream to 
the podium and it’s a pity we 

missed out, but I’m delighted 
to have put even more points 
on the board.’

Oban’s John McPhee, No 17, in action at the Australian Grand Prix at Phillip Island. Photograph: PETRONAS Sprinta Racing
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One in 10 dwellings in parts 
of Lochaber is now an Airbnb, 
according to new research, 
with such short-term lets (STL) 
contributing to severe housing 
pressure in the Fort William 
area and prompting a call for 
a crackdown on second homes 
from the area’s MSP.

A new Scottish Government 
study – the People, 
Communities and Places 
report –  researched the impact 
of STLs on communities across 
Scotland, and stated that there 
were 425 Airbnb listings in 
the Caol and Mallaig council 
ward (as of May 2019) – more 
than a 10th of the area’s 3,971 
dwellings (2017 � gure).

In Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan ward, the 
� gure was 618 listings out of 
6,344 dwellings – just under 10 
per cent (9.74 per cent).

Other Highland hotspots in-
cluded Skye (18.63 per cent of 
all dwellings) and Wester Ross, 
Strathpe� er and Lochalsh 

(10.73 per cent). � e national 
average was 1.2 per cent.

Kevin Stewart MSP, the 
Scottish Government’s hous-
ing minister, has pledged to 
bring forward proposals to 
tackle the issue before the end 
of the year.

Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch constituency MSP 
Kate Forbes said, on the one 
hand, there was clearly high 
demand for accommodation 
over the busy tourism period, 
and STLs met that need. On 
the other hand, STLs were  
reducing housing supply and 
pushing up prices.

‘� e pressure on housing 
in Fort William, Skye and 
other parts of the Highlands 
is severe. � at’s why it is so 
important that we all work 
together to resolve it,’ said Ms 
Forbes.

‘� ere is no single solution. 
We’ve got to build more af-
fordable homes, as the Scottish 
Government is doing particu-
larly in the West Highlands. 
We’ve got to provide � nancial 
support to those who can’t 

a� ord a home, such as the Self-
Build Loan Fund or the Cro�  
House Grant scheme. And, 
ultimately, we’ve got to crack-
down on second homes, many 
of which are sitting there idly 
while families are homeless.

‘� e housing minister has 
said he will bring forward 
proposals before the end of 
the year, and I look forward to 
seeing these in due course.’

Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce CEO Frazer Coupland 
said the organisation was also 
looking forward to the Scottish 
Government’s proposals.

‘Like other communities, 
Lochaber has to balance the 
economic bene� ts of the short-
term letting market against the 
on-going need for housing and 
accommodation for a growing 
workforce,’ said Mr Coupland. 
‘� e market place will bene� t 
from clarity and governance in 
this sector.’

� e report found wide sup-
port for regulation, according 
to the analysis published this 
week.

See more on page seven.

Vet Lorna calls it a day after 32 years

One in 10 Lochaber 
homes now Airbnb

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

There will not be many people whose dogs, cats and other pets and animals in 
the Fort William area have not been seen by Lorna Ungoed-Thomas, centre, who 
marked her retirement, after almost 32 years serving the community, with a party at 
Lochaber Rural Education Trust last week. Full story, page � ve. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Crofters 
aim to 
ful� ll social 
need 

Win a chance 
to help Santa 
on his sleigh
see page 10   

WINTER 
MOTORING
SPECIAL
INSIDE
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Wild Words in Fort has 
full house enthralled
� ere was not an empty seat in the 
house for the John Muir Trust’s Wild 
Words event, held at the Highland 
Bookshop on Friday, writes Kirsteen 
Bell.

� e evening was one of three 
events, the others in Pitclochry and 
Keswick, to explore the nature of 
landscape and language. Writers 
Anna Fleming and Amanda 
� omson made up the panel which 
looked at how art, poetry and prose 
are shaped by landscape and nature.

� e discussion was followed by an 
open mic session, where local writ-
ers and musicians shared their own 
interpretation of the Wild Words 
theme.

Ms Fleming is a writer and artist 
who recently had work published in 
Waymaking, an anthology of wom-
en’s adventure writing, and she is 
also editing an anthology of writing 
on the Cairngorms for the National 
Park Authority.

Amanda � omson is a visual artist 
and writer whose artwork is o� en 
about landscapes and how places 
come to be made, and she has re-
cently published A Scots Dictionary 
of Nature.

Questions put to the panel in-
cluded: what is nature writing, and 
what brought Ms Fleming and Ms 
� omson to write about it?    � e 
writers discussed how nature writ-

ing can explore the relationship we 
have with things that aren’t human, 
such as place, animals, landscape, 
and how it can give readers the op-
portunity to see and feel things they 
may not otherwise be able to.

Ms � omson also focused on the 
way in which language can create a 
lyrical connection to place, and the 
many words in Scots that come from 
a close attention to the landscape.

� ere were several questions from 
the audience, including the sen-
sitively answered question of how 
female writers can o� er something 
di� erent.

Ms Fleming said that it was im-
portant that what is written, read 
and published is representative 

of society as a whole, and not just 
certain groups.    She said: ‘We all 
have individual perspectives, it’s 
important that not only one voice is 
represented’.

� e open mic session that followed 
was certainly diverse, with poetry 
on Glen Nevis, Manx shearwaters 
and the solace that can be found in 
nature.

� ere were prose pieces on storms 
and ravens, as well as Gaelic poetry 
and song.    John Hutchison, from 
Banavie, commented how wonder-
ful it was to � nd that so many people 
from Lochaber shared the common 
interest of language and landscape.

Ross Brannigan, engagement 
o�  cer for the John Muir Trust, said: 

‘It was wonderful to see so many 
people attending our Wild Words 
event in Fort William on Friday, 
to hear Amanda � omson and 
Anna Fleming bring their unique 
interpretations of landscape and 
language.

‘� ank you to the talented writers, 
singers and musicians of Lochaber, 
who inspired us with their own wild 
words in our open mic.

‘I would also like to thank the 
team at Highland Bookshop for 
helping us create such a fun event 
in a community we are proud to be 
part of.’

� e Wild Words event was part 
of a campaign that the trust has 
been running throughout October, 
promoting the links between land-
scape, nature, words and art.

Mr Brannigan added: ‘As the 
trust’s Wild Words campaign has 
grown, I have come to realise what 
Anna summed up beautifully: 
Nature writing is about re-peopling 
landscape – we are a part of nature, 
not apart from it.’

It was standing room only in the 
Highland Bookshop for the John 
Muir Trust’s Wild Words event.

by Kirsteen Bell
fort@obantimes.co.uk

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

German 
tourist dies 
in A82 crash
Police are appealing for 
witnesses following last 
week’s fatal road tra�  c 
collision in the Bridge of 
Orchy area.

� e incident happened 
around 12.15pm on 
Wednesday  October 23, on 
the A82 involving a minibus 
and a water tanker.

A 30-year-old man, a 
tourist from Germany, died 
at the scene and next of kin 
have been informed.

Chief Inspector Darren 
Faulds from Police Scotland’s 
Road Policing Unit said: 
‘Our inquiries continue to 
understand the full circum-
stances of what happened. 
Sadly, one person died and 
several others were seriously 
injured and our thoughts 
are with their families and 
friends.

‘We would ask anyone 
who may have witnessed the 
collision, or who may have 
dash-cam footage, and has 
not yet spoken to or provided 
this information to o�  cers, 
to contact us as soon as 
possible.

‘We would also like to 
thank members of the public 
for their patience while we 
carried out our investigation 
work into this serious 
collision. � e road was 
closed for 11 hours and there 
was a long diversion in place.’

Anyone with information 
should call Police Scotland 
on 101, quoting incident 
number 1401 of October 23.

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Residential Property
Home Reports • Valuations • Energy Reports
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Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron has urged 
American ambassador to 
the UK, Woody Johnson, to 
intervene in the trade war 
between the EU and the US 
which has led to a 25 per cent 
tari�  being placed on Scotch 
whisky exports to the United 
States.

Lochaber has a number of 
whisky distilleries, at least 
one of which has already 
gone public with its concern 
and disappointment over the 
new tari� s.

Mr Cameron has written to 
Mr Johnson expressing his 
concern for the local whisky 
industry, particularly small 
distilleries.

� e Scottish Conservative 
MSP said: ‘� e bonds of fam-
ily and friendship between 
the United States and the 

Highlands and Islands go 
back many generations.

‘And that enduring link 
is very well symbolised by 
the enduring popularity of 
Scotch whisky with many 
millions of discerning 
American consumers.

‘It is therefore hugely disap-

pointing that a trade dispute 
with the EU over airliners is 
threatening to put this fan-
tastic product out of the reach 
of some of those consumers.

‘I very much hope the 
ambassador is able to make 
representations so the tari� s 
can be withdrawn and our 

friends across the water can 
continue to enjoy a dram at a 
reasonable price.’

In his letter, Mr Cameron 
highlights the fact that 
the value of Scotch whisky 
exports to the US grew from 
£280million in 1994 to over 
£1billion last year, and the 
industry supports more than 
7,000 jobs in rural parts of 
Scotland. Many of these jobs, 
he tells Mr Johnson, are in the 
Highlands and Islands region 
he represents and, while he 

understands this tari�  deci-
sion was taken in response to 
a trade dispute between the 
United States government 
and the European Union 
over aircra�  subsidies, and he 
respects decisions taken by 
other governments, he is also 
deeply concerned about the 
long-term impact this will 
have on the Highlands, and 
many of the smaller distiller-
ies within it in particular.

‘I would be very apprecia-
tive if you could consider 
the contents of my letter and 
make the appropriate rep-
resentations with the relevant 
bodies within the United 
States Government to ensure 
Scotch whisky can continue 
to be purchased by American 
consumers, at a reasonable 
price, and help to support the 
producers in Scotland so that 
they can continue to grow 
and thrive,’ Mr Cameron 
writes.

MSP urges US envoy to 
help in whisky dispute

Mr Cameron has asked the 
US Ambassador to the UK, 
Robert Johnson, pictured, 
to intervene in the trade 
dispute that has seen a 
25 per cent tari�  hike on 
Scotch whisky exports to 
the USA. Photograph: US Embassy.

Duror sailor 
gears up 
for special 
challenge
Five intrepid sailors are 
gearing up to undertake 
an extraordinary sailing 
challenge to raise funds 
for Children in Need.

Experienced skipper 
Joey Gough of Duror and 
four similarly competent 
sailors will set o�  on 
November 8 to sail non-
stop around the island of 
Mull, weather permitting, 
until November 15 in 
Joey’s yacht, Tangle o’ the 
Isles.

� e Tangle team 
challenge mirrors the 
timing of � e BBC’s 
RickShaw Challenge and 
Joey said they hoped to 
raise a signi� cant amount 
for Children in Need.

During the circumnav-
igation, the team will be 
regularly streaming video 
reports accessible via the 
website and the yacht will 
be trackable on AIS.

More information on 
www.tangleotheisles.com.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

01397 874000 www.whc.uhi.ac.uk
West Highland College UHI is a Company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

Drop in and �nd out what you 
can study locally
@West Highland College UHI
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The bottlenose dolphins, 
right, seemed to be 
enjoying the waters of 
Loch Leven – and the 
company.

Bottlenose dolphins make a splash in Loch Leven
A pod of bottlenose dolphins 
were spotted in Loch Leven 
last week by a group taking 
part in a powerboat course.

� e pod was swimming 
with the boat and playing 
around, providing some in-
credible views of dolphins in 
the wild. Pictures and videos 
of the dolphins were upload-
ed by Stewart Gri�  ths, who 
was running the course for 
iPowerboat.

� e marine conservation 
charity ORC, identi� ed the 
dolphins. Head of Science 
and Conservation Lucy 
Babey said: ‘� ese are bot-
tlenose dolphins and what 
fantastic videos. Not only 
were the animals on great 

form but the conditions were 
perfect for watching as well.

‘Bottlenose dolphins are 
recorded around the west 
coast of Scotland. � ough 
they aren’t the most common 
dolphin species seen in the 
region, they are certainly not 
a rare occurrence and we do 
record them on our surveys 
from CalMac ferries.’

Due to Loch Leven being a 
sea loch, it gets regular visits 
from marine mammals and 
there has even been a sperm 
whale in the area, according 
to the Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation charity.

While it is amazing to see 
whales and dolphins in the 
wild, it is against the law to 

disturb their daily lives, even 
in a chance encounter.

With their campaign 
#RudeToIntrude the WDC 
wants to raise awareness for 
ways they can be disturbed.

‘A good encounter is one 
that is enjoyable for you and 
the whales or dolphins. If you 
are on the water, keep your 
distance and let them be in 
control of the encounter.

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

One of the best known faces 
to pet owners in Lochaber 
had a retirement party last 
Friday at the Lochaber Rural 
Trust.

Friends, colleagues, and cli-
ents, who have now become 
friends, were celebrating 
the 32-year career of Lorna 
Ungoed-� omas.

Lorna has become a recog-
nisable face in the communi-
ty, and not just for her work 
with pets but also as a violin-
ist and one of the founding 
members of the Lochaber 
Environmental Group.

Crown Vets practice man-
ager Heather Turner gave 
a touching speech about 
Lorna’s career followed with a 
slideshow of pictures through 
the years.

She said: ‘We were very lucky 
when Lorna married a local 

Vet Lorna hangs 
up her scrubs 

Vet Lorna Ungoed-Thomas 
marked her retirement, 
after almost 32 years 
serving the Lochaber 
Community, with a party in 
the Rural Trust. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, alba.photos

West Highland rail users have 
been urged to make use of new 
Sunday services being intro-
duced on the winter timetable 
for the West Highland Line, or 
risk losing them in the longer 
term.

Users of the West Highland 
Line have, for many years, 
been lobbying for the winter 
timetable to include Sunday 
services. Up until now the 
� rst train into Mallaig on a 
Sunday in winter would arrive 
at 11.35pm.

However, thanks to the 
work of the West Highland 
Line Review Group, set up by 
Scottish ministers in response 
to pressure from groups 
such as Friends of the West 
Highland Lines, Lochaber 
Transport Forum and the West 
Highland Community Rail 
Partnership (WHCRP), this 
has now changed.

ScotRail’s Sunday timetable 
is now the same all year and as 
of this weekend there will be 
three trains leaving Mallaig on 
a Sunday,  two more than last 
year.

� ere will also be two 
additional trains in the other 
direction, from Fort William 

to Mallaig. On the main line 
between Fort William and 
Glasgow the timetable brings 
one additional Sunday train 
in each direction this winter. 
� is means three services 
going south to Glasgow, 
including the seated coach on 
the Caledonian Sleeper.

Going northwards, there will 
be two Sunday trains, with the 
midday train out of Glasgow 
in addition to the existing 
evening train.

However, while welcoming 
the news, Hege Hernæs, sec-
retary of the West Highland 
CRP, issued a warning.

She told the Lochaber Times 
this week: ‘� e strengthened 
winter Sunday timetable is a 
trial run which is not included 
in ScotRail’s franchise obli-
gation. If the take-up is poor, 
there is no guarantee we will 
keep the extra winter Sunday 
services.

‘� e WHCRP urges you to 
make use of the new services, 
and tell your visitors. Good 
loadings will demonstrate that 
the new services are needed, 
and will encourage them to put 
on extra services outwith their 
franchise obligations all year.’

man to come up to Lochaber 
almost 32 years ago. She is 
an extremely skilled surgeon 
and a really great teacher, and 
many students have been able 
to hone their neutering skills 
under her guidance.

‘We are so happy that Lorna 
is going to be able to enjoy her 
retirement, but she has been 
one of the linch pins of this 
team for so many years.

‘When work is done she is 

also full of fun, and with a 
job like this where you are 
dealing with life and death 
so o� en, there needs to be an 
element of fun.’

When she moved to Fort 
William in 1988, Lorna 
worked for the vet Chris 
Evans and moved to Crown 
Vets when they took over and 
expanded the practice.

A� er thanking her col-
leagues, Lorna said: ‘It has 

been an honour to work with 
all the clients, many of whom 
I now count as my friends, 
which is wonderful, despite 
the fact that I still know 
their dogs names better than 
theirs.’

An accomplished dog 
trainer as well, Lorna has 
won numerous awards for 
her Labradors at dog shows, 
including a gold medal at 
Cru� s, and also had dogs 
make appearances in the 
television series Hamish 
Macbeth and Monarch of the 
Glen.

Now focusing on leisure 
activities, Lorna is hoping to 
spend a lot more time playing 
music, working in the garden 
and spending time with her 
own dogs.

‘I play the violin in orches-
tras so I want to do a lot more 
musically and do things that I 
maybe have not had as much 
time to do as I would have 
liked.

‘In the past we have had a 
few garden open days to raise 
funds for di� erent causes. 
We have a big garden so I can 
now pull my weight instead 
of my husband doing most 
of the gardening. � at will be 
nice in the summer, but also 
lots of dog walking.’

Plea to use new winter Sunday 
Fort to Mallaig rail services 

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Bottlenose dolphins make a splash in Loch Leven

Lochaber Local History 
Society will welcome back 
professional mountain guide 
Mick Tighe next �ursday, 
who will be speaking about 
the Scottish Mountain 
Heritage Collection.

His title sums up the bulk, 
if not the diversity, of the 
collection which Mick started 
and gi�ed to the trust that 
now owns it.

It is housed in two barns 
in Glen Roy and is o�en on 
display at various venues and 
events. Tighe will recount 
tales which have allowed 
him to charm items, such as 
Tom Weir’s bobby tassel hat, 
a climber’s self-constructed 
arti�cial leg and a motorised 
stretcher, into the collection.

Tighe’s background in the 
Royal Marines and profession 

as a mountain guide – with 
some Irish blood – have given 
him    more than enough ex-
posure to have become one of 
the best raconteurs around.

Anyone is welcome at the 
Ben Nevis Hotel at 8pm on 
�ursday November 7.

A new hydro-electric scheme 
being developed by Lochaber 
Environmental Group (LEG) 
is hoping to generate elec-
tricity for 450 homes, writes 
Richard Mason.

�e group is currently 
exploring the scheme 
which will be positioned on 
Forestry Commission land 
in Glenachulish, and wants 
to secure the lease through a 
community asset transfer.

�is would be the �rst hydro 
scheme to be owned and 
operated by an environmental 
group and would mean LEG 
would have income for future 
projects.

Zach Wishart, development 
o�cer for energy at LEG, said: 
‘We are being supported by 
Local Energy Scotland and 
have made use of the Scottish 
government’s Community 
and Renewable Energy 
Scheme, which has helped 
with loan �nancing to bring 
the project to this stage.

‘Small scale hydro is one of 
the cleanest sources of energy 
available so it is a great �t for 
LEG’s ethos to develop in this 
scheme.

‘�is is a large project for 
LEG to undertake and we 
hope many members of our 

community will come on 
this journey with us. As part 
of this we are aiming to raise 
a signi�cant amount of the 
�nance required through a 
community share o�er, which 
will allow investment in the 
scheme and dividends from it, 
along with potential tax relief 
on the initial investment.’

�is is a very long-term pro-
ject that LEG will not be able 
to pro�t from for many years 
but once it does, the money 
will go to environmental 
schemes in the area and it 
means it will not have to rely 
on external funders.

While hydro schemes are 
one of the cleanest sources 
of energy available with the 
process causing minimal 
disruption, there is some 
contention over the removal 
of trees for the hill tracks used 
to create the energy system.

Mr Wishart assured the 
Lochaber Times that any trees 
removed would be replaced 
and most of the tracks were 
already in place from forestry 
work.

If anyone is interested in this 
scheme or has any concerns or 
suggestions, LEG is welcom-
ing comment by email via 
info@lochaberenviro.org.uk

Mick Tighe returns to Lochaber history societyLEG investigating hydro 
scheme to fund projects

Mountain guide Mick 
Tighe, right, will give a talk 
at the next meeting.

The site of the proposed hydro scheme looks towards the 
Ballachulish Bridge. Photograph: Zach Wishart
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who had masses of complex 
support needs and di� erent 
disabilities, and I saw them 
really bene� t from spending 
time in the gardens and 
literally getting really muddy 
some days. People grow 
up – those with disabilities 
are protected. You might go 
and look at something from 
a distance, or look out the 
window at the pretty garden, 
but do you ever go out and 
get absolutely covered in mud 
and really feel it and get that 
real connection with nature 
and the animals?’

� e couple’s plans mean 
that people with physical 
disabilities and those with 
mental health issues could go 
out to feed the animals, help 
herd the sheep or take a trip 
to � nd cows on the shared 
grazing area.

� ey are currently working 
on solutions so that people in 
wheelchairs can get involved.

Cro� ing as a way of life is 
something the Ashers wanted 
–  not to make a lot of money  

as they knew that was not 
going to be the case.

� e Scottish Cro� ing 
Federation set up a project 
called Gaining Ground to 
encourage cro� ers to ful� l a 
social need.

Lucy Beattie is the project 
manager for the scheme. She 
said: ‘Modern cro� ing on land 
suited to subsistence living can 
be hard to make a living.

‘However, cro� ing as a 
social institution is vital 
to the very existence of the 
remote and rural populations 
of the Highlands and Islands. 
Without people living and 
working on cro� s we could 
see a distinct and marked de-
population of the hills and the 
glens reminiscent of a second 
Highland clearance.’

Market forces are driving 
cro�  land to be sold as second 
homes or letting accommoda-
tion for tourists.

‘� e gaining ground pro-
ject,’ Ms Beattie continued, 
‘is focused on how cro� ing 
can ful� l a social need in the 

remote and rural areas of 
Scotland.

‘� ere are a number of 
small cro� s that are pro-
viding models of social care 
through cro� ing – some as 
a business and others as a 
voluntary model. Cro� ers 
themselves want to provide 
community-supported care 
options that utilise nature, 
animal-assisted therapy and 
horticulture so that people 
who require support can 
access it within their own 
locality.’

� e SCF has realised that 
cro� ing needs new and 
innovative ideas to remain 
relevant and is welcoming 
people like the Ashers, who 
are bringing new ideas with 
them.

 If anyone wants to learn 
more about this story and 
social cro� ing, visit www. 
obantimes.co.uk where an 
in-depth podcast exploring 
the challenges and bene� ts 
of modern cro� ing can be 
found.

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

 Friends of Nevis will hold 
its AGM on Friday November 
1 at Glen Nevis Restaurant, 
at 6.30pm. A short meeting 
will be followed by a 
talk from climber Helen 
Rennard. Finger bu� et (£5 
donation requested).
All welcome. Preferably 
names in advance – call 
Joy on 01397 772459, email 
pjbiggin@gmail.com
 A children’s Hallowe’en 
party will be held in 
Strontian village hall 
on Friday November 1, 
between 6-8pm. Children 
can enjoy spooky games, 

disco, party food, fancy 
dress competition. Entry is 
£2.
 Sunart Cinema Club 
is showing What We Do 
In The Shadows (15c) – a 
spooky comedy featuring 
vampires learning to live in 
modern day life – on Friday 
November 1, at Sunart 
Centre. Doors open 7pm, 
� lm starts 7.30pm. Adults £5, 
under 18s £3.
 A quiz night will be held 
at Lochaber Rural Education 
Centre, Aonach Mor Road, 
Fort William, on Saturday 
November 2. Teams of four, 

£5 per person including 
bu� et. Starts at 7pm. There 
will be a ra�  e and people 
can byob.
 An evening of music and 
songs, entitled The Praise 
Gathering, will be held in 
Fort William Baptist Church 
on Sunday November 3, at 
7pm. The event is being held 
in aid of Mission Aviation 
Fellowship.
 The 10-Pin Bowling Team 
league restarts on Monday 
November 4 at the Nevis 
Centre, Fort William. Please 
turn up on the night or call 
07710 940917.

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

Claggan Hallowe’en party 
proves a real scream!
Ghouls, ghosts, witches, 
superheroes and a whole host 
of colourful costumes added 
to the fun of the Claggan 
Residents’ Association 
Hallowe’en party in the 
NUPE Club at Claggan Park 
on Sunday.

In a statement on its 
Facebook page, the associa-
tion commented: ‘� ank you 
so much to everyone who 
came along to our Hallowe’en 
Party. What an awesome turn 
out again with some excellent 
costumes.

‘� anks very much to Fort 
William FC (O�  cial) for 

letting us host the party; to 
Maddie for keeping everyone 
entertained and to all our 
helpers. We couldn’t have 
done this without you all. 
Happy Hallowe’en everyone!’

Youngsters had a fantastic time at the party, with some 
great costumes on display.

Aaron MacPhee dressed as 
a Mad Zombie.

A relatively young cro�  is 
moving with the times and 
using new methods to create a 
‘social cro� ’.

Sarah and Hugh Asher 
bought Darach Cro�  in 2017 
and have been working hard 
to make it functional but also 
a place where those with disa-
bilities can experience nature.

� e couple both have a 
background in social work 
and currently work for chari-
ties while they get the cro�  up 
and running.

� eir � rst foray into farming 
as a couple was looking a� er 
some sheep on a friend’s farm 
in Lancashire where they 
lived for many years. Sarah 
Asher has also worked on 
similar projects called Care 
Farms in England.

She said: ‘I did a lot of 
therapeutic work with people 

Crofters aim to 
fulfi ll social need 

Sarah and 
Hugh Asher 
moved to 
Strontian in 
2017 to live 
close to the 
land and 
work with 
animals.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk
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Cairngorm will be
with you from conception,
through construction, to completion
of your home improvement project.

 It is the best investment we have
ever made, we are absolutely

delighted with the end product and
can’t fault Cairngorm at all!   

Mr & Mrs Jones, Latheron
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WHAT’S ON in Lochaber
z Strontian Bon�re Night 
and Fireworks, Tuesday 
November 5. Free entry, 
donations at the gate. From 
7pm.
z Lochaber Sensory care will 
hold an outreach clinic at 
the Mallaig Health Centre on 
November 5 from 1.30pm-
3.30pm.
z Lodge Locheil No 1200 
will hold a Centenary 
Celebration in Lochaber 
High School on Saturday 
November 9. All brethren 
welcome. Ceremony starts 
1.30pm with meal to follow. 
Evening ceilidh in Banavie 

Lodge at 7.30pm. All families 
and friends invited. Tickets 
and information from Colin 
Pinkett 07484 627182/Leslie 
Gow 07919 236451.
z The Leanachan Challenge 
cross country running 
race for high school pupils 
takes place on Thursday 
November 14. Open to all 
high schools. For more 
information contact isabel@
bosslochaber.co.uk
z Songs of Praise in Kilmallie 
Free Church at 7pm on 
Friday November 29. A social 
evening of singing and 
music and all are welcome.

Let the new One Lochaber 
Leadership Programme 
open doors for you and your 
business.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce is excited to in-
troduce a new locally-based 
12-month programme to 
prepare members of sta� for 
leadership roles.

�e leadership programme, 

which is open to all busi-
nesses, will take a cohort of 
participants through a mix-
ture of one-to-one training 
and seminars from business 
experts to prepare them for 
the next step in their career.

�e programme, led by 
the highly regarded Ethos 
Consulting, has been devel-
oped following consultation 

with chamber members and 
was created in response to 
the need for high quality 
locally-delivered business 
training.

�e new One Lochaber 
Leadership Programme 
o�ers fantastic value for 
participants and business-
es – combining expert-led 
business seminars, group 
workshops and one-to-one 
coaching over the course of 
a year, leading to a recog-
nised quali�cation through 

the Chartered Institute of 
Management.

Frazer Coupland, CEO of 
Lochaber Chamber, is ex-
cited about the possibilities 
that this new training o�ers 
businesses: ‘Developing peo-
ple’s skills to enable them to 
feel con�dent to progress in 

their careers is vital for sta� 
and businesses.

‘�e new One Lochaber 
Leadership Programme will 
o�er high quality training 
and development for sta� 
without incurring the 
additional costs of travel, 
accommodation and extra 
time away from work that 
training further a�eld 
brings.’

If anyone would like to 
�nd out more about the 
One Lochaber Leadership 

Programme, please go along 
to a free taster session on 
Monday November 4 at the 
Moorings Hotel.

�is practical and con-
�dential workshop will 
outline and explain the aims 
and methods of the course 
and explore sample content 
in a fun, interactive session.

Why not go along to �nd 
out how it could help you. 
Call 01397 705 765 to reg-
ister. We’d love to see you 
there!

VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER 

Continued from page one
 

Authors of the new study 
into the impact of short-term 
lets (STL) found that Fort 
William, Skye and the coun-
try’s capital, Edinburgh, 
have su�ered most when it 
comes to the supply and cost 
of residential housing and 
‘over-tourism’, as discussed 
by most resident, communi-
ty and business participants 
– and hosts to a lesser extent.

Below is a sample of some 
responses, both negative and 
positive:

Fort William host: ‘�ere 
are enough one-week 
properties in the area but 
not enough one-night 
properties. We are picking 
up people going to and from 
Skye and the islands and 
doing the North Coast 500 
route.’

Fort William community: 
‘Many hosts are individuals 
with caring responsibilities 
and Airbnb �ts well with 
both looking a�er elderly 
relatives and children.’

Fort William host: ‘With 
my poor health I couldn’t 
keep working the hours I 
was and needed a job I could 
do from home and do this 
seven days a week. I don’t 
have to travel as much which 
is much better. It’s given me 

a good work/life balance. I 
work 7am to 1pm and have 
the a�ernoons to myself.’

Fort William business: 
‘Our problem is strangled 
development opportunities. 
It used to be a seasonal prob-
lem where you can do (devel-
opment work) in the winter 
when the tourists are away 
and you can �nd accommo-
dation, but that’s now wiped 
away because STLs are year-
round business.’

Fort William host: ‘It 
a�ects people’s ability to 
rent properties long term. 
I’ve read in local papers that 
some long-term lets have 
been asked to vacate so that 
they could be changed to 
STL. So that’s not good.’

Fort William resident: 
‘I used to live in a neigh-
bourhood where I knew my 
neighbours but now as people 
are dying all the properties 
are becoming Airbnb. I just 
want to know who I’m living 
next to and who I’m sharing 
my drive with.’

Fort William community: 
‘�ere needs to be a clear 
distinction made between 
letting out a room in your 
home and making a business 
out of it by buying up whole 
properties and renting them 
out. It would put me o� if I 
had to pay fees to do it.’

Fort folk give views 
on short-term lets

Column sponsored by Safer Scotland

Remember, remember... 
the impact of �reworks

Enjoy 
reworks safely at an organised public display: 
visit �rescotland.gov.uk.

To report the misuse of 
reworks anonymously 
call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

With Bon
re Night approaching, 
people are being urged to celebrate 
at an organised display, rather than 
using 
reworks at home.

Alongside the fun and enjoyment, 
the evening can bring signi
cant 
safety risks and have a damaging 
impact on others.

Whilst 
reworks are spectacular, they 
can raise background noise levels 
by several dozen decibels, affecting 
the wellbeing of those with noise 
sensitivity, including autistic people.

The loud bangs, lights and strong 
smells of 
reworks can be 
challenging for armed forces 
veterans, and pet owners know 
only too well the distress it can 
cause to animals.

More often than not, it’s children 
rather than adults who are injured

by 
reworks, with more than 350 
pre-school children in the UK treated 
in hospital over the last 
ve years.

Assistant Chief Of
cer Ross Haggart, 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service’s 
Director of Prevention and 
Protection, said: “While we want 
people to enjoy and celebrate Bon
re 
Night, we’d encourage everyone to 
leave the 
reworks to the experts 
and 
nd an organised display nearby.

“If you’re not attending a public 
display, it’s imperative that you 
follow the 
reworks code.”

“The 
fth of November is our busiest 
night of the year by up to four times. 
By attending an of
cial display, you 
can help ensure our resources aren’t 
delayed for someone who really 
needs our assistance.”
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Earlier this month the Fort 
William Accordion and 
Fiddle Club kicked o�  a new 
season at its usual venue, 
Railway Club Inverlochy, 
with regular performers and 
special guests, writes member 
Gladys Johnston.

In the absence of chairman 
Alasdair MacDonald, his son 
Andrew took over and got the 
evening o�  to a � ying start, 
setting the tone  and welcom-
ing a good crowd.

� e evening opened with 
the usual worthies on accor-
dion – Hector Henderson, 
who paid tribute to the late 
Jimmy Smith, with Simon 
Andrews on drums. 

Jimmy was an ardent accor-
dion player for many years at 
the club.

Next were a few mem-
bers from the Lochaber, 
Strathspey and Reel Society, 
led by conductor Mary 
Adams on keyboard. Liz 
Budge was on lead accordion 
and Catriona Smith played 
� ddle.

� ey were joined by a few 
members from the Fort 
William club, providing 

drums (Simon Andrews) and 
second accordion (Hector 
Henderson). � ey played a 
wonderfully eclectic mix of 
songs.

Young Cameron MacIsaac 
on accordion gave the usual 
array of great tunes.

� e audience was treated to 
the � rst appearance of Lucy 
MacIntyre on � ddle and it 
was great to see another � d-
dler back at the club as they  
were sparse last season, and 
it is hoped to see more in the 
future.

Andrew MacDonald pro-
vided top quality tunes on his 
accordion, accompanied by 
Hugh MacCallum on drums. 

� e club’s guest artistes were 
from Inverness: the Susie 
Simpson trio, with Susie on 
accordion, Gillian Stevenson 
on � ddle and Jock Fraser 
played second accordion. 
� ey gave an excellent and 
well-rounded performance 
with a varied repertoire of 
good music. It was a wonder-
ful evening of entertainment 
for everyone involved.

� ere were no box players 
this month, but it is hoped 
they will return next month.

� e guest artiste for 
November will be the Ally 
Mackenzie trio on Tuesday 
November 5. Anyone is 
wecome to go along.

Accordion and Fiddle Club 
kicks o�  its new season

The Susie Simpson Trio, with Jock Fraser, left, Gillian 
Stevenson, and Susie Simpson.

Cheques were given to two 
Lochaber organisations as 
a result of recent fund-
raising by sta�  at Corpach 
Co-op.
Fort William Football Club 
received £205 and £184 
was added to the collection 
for Kilmallie Christmas 
Lights.

Corpach Co-op 
sta�  present 
fundraising 
cheques

Go for your goals!
Friday 22nd November, 9 – 11am, 
The Moorings Hotel.
This event is kindly sponsored by BSW Timber
This man will get you motivated! Don 
MacNaughton, high-performance coach, is back 
by popular demand to help us identify what’s 
holding us back and present straight-talking ways 
to overcome limiting beliefs and go for our goals! 
Unlock your potential and get the very best 
out of yourself and your team with top high-
performance coach Don MacNaughton on Friday 
22nd November.
Come along to get inspired, get motivated and 
get the best out of yourself and your team!
Don is a widely recognised consultant, top-

selling author, and keynote speaker specialising 
in High Performance. A leader in his � eld, he 
expertly integrates psychology, leadership skills, 
and talent development to help individuals and 
organisations achieve their highest performance 
levels.

Don is an exceptional communicator – his ability 
to inspire and engage is guaranteed to give 
you energy and motivation. Don has helped 
thousands of people in the business, corporate, 
community and education worlds to change the 
way their people think – and act.
Tickets cost just £30 and could be the best 
investment you ever make in your business! 
Book early to guarantee your place. 
(If you can't make this early session, please note 
that there is a repeat session from 12 - 2pm) 

About our sponsor
BSW is the largest 
integrated forestry 
business in the UK. It is a family-owned business 
that has four main operating divisions: forestry, 
sawmilling, timber manufacturing and energy.
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Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP 
Ian Blackford has welcomed 
EU President Donald Tusk’s 
agreement to allow an exten-
sion to the Brexit deadline 
– meaning the UK will not 
leave Europe today (� ursday 
October 31).

EU leaders have agreed in 
principle to extend Brexit 
until January 31, 2020, so 
parties can work to secure an 
early general election to end 
the Brexit impasse.

� e move follows a joint 
approach to the European 
Council by Mr Blackford, 
Westminster leader of the 
SNP, and Liberal Democrat 
leader Jo Swinson, who wrote 
to Mr Tusk urging the EU 
to back an extension until 
January 31, saying this would 
give opposition parties the 
opportunity to ‘unlock what 
has become a deadlocked 

parliament’ by giving people 
a say in an election.

Mr Blackford said: ‘� ere 
is a responsibility on all of us 
to make sure we use this time 
to get out of the Brexit mess 
we are in and to get out of the 
impasse everybody is fed up 
being in.’

SNP and Lib Dem MPs 
have refused to support Boris 
Johnson’s motion to hold 
an election on December 12 
while the threat of a no-deal 
Brexit remains on the table.

Under the Fixed-Term 
Parliaments Act (FTPA), he 
would require a two-thirds 
majority – the backing of 434 
MPs – to hold a pre-Christ-
mas election.

Instead, the Lib Dems and 
the SNP have proposed a 
one-line Bill to bypass the 
FTPA, which would grant an 
election on December 9.

If passed – by a majority of 
just one third of MPs – this 
Bill would set the election 
date in stone and rule out any 
chance of the Prime Minister 
altering the date a� er MPs 
had voted, which he could 
theoretically do under the 
current legislation.

Mr Blackford added: 
‘Opposition parties will 
not be bullied by a prime 
minister...who has attempted 
to railroad through his dam-
aging deal without a shred of 
scrutiny or due process.

‘On top of that, he is now 
asking Parliament to back an 
election without knowing the 
terms of an extension to the 
Article 50 process. For these 
reasons we will not support 
Boris Johnson’s election 
motion. A general election is 
now the best way to end the 
current Brexit impasse.’

An electric vehicle test drive 
event in Kinlochleven will co-
incide with the o�  cial open-
ing of electric vehicle charging 
points, writes Richard Mason.

� e event takes place at the 
charging points by the com-
munity toilets, 2 Old Military 
Road, Kinlochleven.

A Hyundai Kona will be 
available to drive between 
11am and 2pm on Saturday 
November 2, but spaces 
will be limited. To book a 
place contact Kinlochleven 
Community Trust o�  ce at 
admin@kinlochleven.co.uk

� e car is provided by Home 
Energy Scotland which will 
have advisors available to talk 
through any home energy 
questions and the practicali-

ties of owning an electric ve-
hicle. � e community trust’s 
development o�  cer Marion 
Smith said: ‘We want to pro-
mote the bene� ts of electric 
vehicles and encourage people 
to use this free charge point.

‘We also hope to have e-bikes 
to try out. � ese are a great 
alternative to the car for many 
commuter journeys and great 
fun too. By giving you a boost 
when cycling at low speeds, 
an e-bike can make stop-start 
journeys far easier or turn a 
hilly commute into a fast one.’

Test drives should last about 
15 minutes and people will 
need their driving licence and 
a license check code that can 
be accessed via www.gov.uk/
view-driving-licence.

Kinlochleven o�  cially 
opens e-charge points

Lochaber MP Blackford welcomes 
agreement on Brexit extension

The event will 
take place at 
the charging 
point, near the 
community 
toilets, on 
Saturday.

Lochaber Natural History 
Society opened its winter 
season of talks with a � rst-
hand insight into the seabird 
colonies of the Shiant Isles.

� e islands are one of the 
most important breeding col-
onies for seabirds in Europe 
and have the second largest 
pu�  n colony in the UK, a� er 
St Kilda.

Seabird enthusiast Alister 
Clunas gave the talk last week 
to more than 40 people.

He visited the islands each 
summer between 2008 and 
2017, carrying out bird-ring-
ing exercises that are essential 
to the ongoing monitoring of 
the health of these colonies.

� e ringing can help to 
show adult and chick sur-
vival rates, and age at � rst 
breeding, as well as telling 
more about post-breeding 
dispersal, migration routes, 
and wintering grounds.

� e birds are caught using 
pegged nets, then ringed and 
released.

Pu�  ns are site-faithful, 
coming back to the same 
islands every year, and by 
moving the nets the volun-
teers discovered that the 
birds also come back to the 
same burrows.

Mr Clunas said: ‘� ere is 

not much movement between 
colonies; this means that if 
the population is impacted it 
will decline.’

He also took part in two 
winter expeditions that 
sought to eradicate the per-
sistent threat of rats as part of 
the Seabird Recovery Project.

� e native pu�  ns, razor-
bills, shags, and storm petrels 
have existed under the threat 
of predation from ship rats, 
thought to have been brought 
to the islands when the sailing 
ship Neda wrecked on Eilean 
An Taighe in 1876.    � e rats 
that plagued the islands for 
years were removed during 
the Seabird Recovery Project 

from 2014-2018. Mr Clunas 
continued: ‘En route to the 
Shiants we stopped at Fladda-
chùain, just north of Skye.  It 
has no rats so it gives you an 
idea of what the Shiants could 
be like without them.’

It is now almost two years 
since the eradication project 
was completed.  

Mr Clunas says the birds 
are coming back, with hopes 
of the return of Manx shear-
water and ringed plover, and 
he highlighted the impor-
tance of biosecurity for their 
future.

� ere were many questions 
put to Mr Clunas during the 
evening, with discussions 
sparked around methods of 
poisoning the rats, the winter 

Seabirds return 
to the Shiant Isles

territorial habits of the white-
tailed sea eagle, and the 
concept of ownership around 
these islands. 

� e next talk of the season 
will be delivered by Jon 
Mercer, on the subject of 
dragon� ies in Lochaber, on 
Monday November 11, at the 
Ben Nevis Hotel.

by Kirsteen Bell
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Alister Clunas 
ringing a 
seabird on the 
Shiant Isles; 
below, a pu�  n 
with food for 
young.

LT
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� e Rotary Club of Lochaber 
in partnership with � e 
Lochaber Times, and with 
support from Ferguson 
Transport & Shipping, has 
plans well in hand for this 
year’s Christmas Festival 
at the Nevis Centre in 
Fort William on Saturday 
November 30. 

Santa’s Grotto, bouncy 
castle and more than 70 
stalls packed with festive 
cra� s and food products will 
be ready on the day. 

Santa, with his sleigh and 
reindeer, will be arriving at 
Cameron Square at 10.30am 

and leaving at 11am to make 
his way to the festival. � is 
is a busy time for Santa and 
he is looking for two local 
youngsters aged between 
� ve and 10 years to help him 
and to ride in his sleigh from 
Cameron Square along the 
Parade Green over to the 
Nevis Centre, waving to the 
crowds who have gathered to 
watch the reindeer parade. 

Last year’s winners were 
Aine from Mallaig and 
David from Roybridge.

If you would like to help 
Santa this year and to ride 
on his sleigh all you have to 

do is � nd the hidden words 
in the Word Search puzzle 
and/or colour in Rudolph. 

Once you have completed 
the puzzle and/or Rudolph, 
� ll in the coupon below 
with your details and post 
it with your entry to: Santa’s 
Helpers Competition, � e 
Editor, � e Lochaber Times, 
22 High Street, Fort William, 
PH33 6AT to arrive no later 
than Monday November 11. 
All the entries, including 
the winning two, will be 
displayed in the foyer of the 
Nevis Centre on the day of 
the Festival.  

Competition

Name....................................

...............................................

Age........................................

Address.................................

...............................................

...............................................

Postcode................................

School...................................

...............................................

Age.......................................

The Rotary Club of Lochaber (SC07767) in partnership with the Lochaber Times 

Santa needs help 

WIN A 
CHANCE 
TO HELP 

SANTA ON 
HIS SLEIGH    

Can you � nd the hidden words in the Word Search 
and/or colour in Rudolph?

We only gather what we need for the 
requirements of this competition. Entry 
data will be deleted/disposed in a timely 
manner a� er the competition entry 
deadline and in a manner appropriate 
to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’. 

Word Search
Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Santa, Cupid, 
Donner, Blitzen, Rudolph, Sleigh, Elves

Chair of the Board of Management
Cathraiche a’ Bhùird Stiùiridh

West Highland College UHI is seeking a new Chair for its Board of Management.

West Highland College UHI is a growing, dynamic and successful provider of higher and 
further education in the West Highlands, supported by a Board that collectively helps 
guide the strategic direction of the College and fosters an environment which maximises 
the potential of learners.

As Chair of the Board, you will bring your expertise and skills used locally in business or in 
the community to play a key role in ensuring that the governing body works e� ectively. 
You will have particular responsibility for providing strategic leadership to the Board and 
for ensuring it successfully discharges its overall responsibility for the activities of the 
College. You will also play a leading role in the College’s relationship with the University of 
the Highlands and Islands and other key stakeholders.

The commitment is an average of 2-3 days a month. Expenses and a small honorarium is 
paid to the Chair, but the chief rewards are the ability to ‘make a di� erence’ for students, 
employers and local communities, and the personal satisfaction that will be gained from a 
leading role at a highly regarded College.

Closing date: Friday 8 November 2019

For further information please contact the secretary to the Board: 
Email: claire.wylie.whc@uhi.ac.uk Tel: 01397 874525 (Monday to Thursday)

In line with our Equality and Diversity policy, West Highland College UHI is committed to ensuring that all 
candidates are treated on the basis of their merits and abilities, and that unfair and unlawful discrimination is 

eliminated. We positively welcome applications from all sections of the community.

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status  (SC024193)

Registered O�  ce: West Highland College UHI, Carmichael Way, Fort William. PH33
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

With the Skipinnish 20th an-
niversary celebrations over, the 
past few days have been taken 
up by much re� ection on that 
score of years and particularly 
on the people who have guided 
us through it and elevated us 
along the road.

� ere are many without 
whose input, in di� erent ways, 
at di� erent stages and for 
di� erent durations, we would 
never have lasted the course 
and Skipinnish would have 
been nothing more than a 
college band that started and 
lasted no longer than a quick 
few tunes for some student 
pocket money.

Such was my feeling on Friday 
at Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 
and in the days following that 
if we go no further on this road 
and never play another note, I 
could draw a satis� ed line of 
gratitude under these 20 years 
and move happily on to other 
endeavours.

Most of the audience on 
Friday night, because of venue 
lighting and distances I could 
not see individually, but from 
my position on the stage, there 
happened to be a number of 

very signi� cant people who 
were right in my sight lines. 
To my le�  near the front were 
a number of di� erent groups 
of � rm allies who themselves 
have been of great support, 
but who also were a strong 
reminder of those who are no 
longer with us, but whose en-
couragement and inspiration 
was powerful.

To my le�  were a couple who, 
through a chance meeting, 
became good friends and, 
through some very complex 
and di�  cult times of manoeu-
vring and juggling a few years 
ago, were instrumental in their 
guidance and assistance.

In front of me were two 
friends from Tiree who have 
been enthusiastic fans from 
the start and their clear enthu-
siasm on Friday was the same 
we have seen at countless gigs 
across the years. A few rows 
back was seated our original 
bank manager who took many 
a risk on our behalf and who 
was always encouraging. 

� ese people happened to 
be the ones I could see but 
scattered throughout the audi-
torium were many people who 

have had a huge direct impact. 
� ere are many more, too, who 
were not there, but whose input 
has been a vital ingredient.

As messages from them and 
others arrived throughout the 
night and a� erwards, these 
deep feelings of gratitude were 
accentuated and the past few 
days have been � lled with a 
haze of the positive thoughts 
they have sown.

Twenty years have passed in 
the blink of an eye, and so, too, 
will the next. I hope then I will 
be writing a similar article and 
feeling exactly as I am now.

Life has a habit of dealing 
both good and bad, happiness 
and pain, so when we experi-
ence the good, we must relish it 
and embrace the feeling.

We may not see tomorrow 
but today the earth is ours

Unknown the new horizons 
in the hands of higher powers

But now we bear the blessings 
when the golden stars align

Feel the grace and hold the 
wonder you’re alive

You’re alive, you’re alive and 
the stars are on your side

Feel the wonder of the world 
you are alive.

Event puts little more Heart 
and Soul into Lochaber

� e Heart and Soul Health 
and Wellbeing Event last 
week saw people trying out 
a whole host of free activ-
ities, taster sessions and 
demonstrations held in over 
six di� erent venues in and 
around the Lochaber area, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

Organised by Lochaber 
Community Partnership, 
examples of what was on 
o� er included sessions on 
music, exercise, health 
screening, youth activities, 
cooking and much more.

� ere was also an infor-
mation hub in Fort William 

Library, giving advice and 
information on a variety of 
topics such as; Alzheimer's, 
Community Car Scheme, 
and Mental Health.

Exhibitors and members 
of the public at the Heart 
and Soul exhibition in Fort 
William Library. Photographs: Iain 

Ferguson, alba.photos

LT
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Four Western Isles townships 
campaigning for the right 
to develop renewables on 
their common grazings land 
have responded to energy 
regulator Ofgem’s decision 
not to give the go-ahead for 
the proposed subsea Western 
Isles Interconnector.

�e undersea cable was pro-
posed as a way of connecting 
planned wind farms on the 
islands with the National 
Grid.

In a joint statement issued 
last week, Melbost Branahuie, 
Sandwick North, Sandwick 
East and Aignish, near 
Stornoway on Lewis, said 
the decision was inevitable 
given the unsuccessful bid 
by Lewis Wind Power to win 
a Contracts for Di�erence 
(CfD) in the recent subsidy 
auction.

‘However, the good news 
is that Ofgem has said it will 
consider alternatives if they 
are put forward,’ continued 

the statement. We therefore 
earnestly appeal to the 
Scottish Government and 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
to consider supporting a new 
Plan B that has the develop-
ment of community-owned 
renewables at its centre. 

‘�is Plan B should include 
an upgrade of the cable from 
Skye and have it reserved for 
community turbines only.

‘It should also include faster 
progress towards replacing 
the import of carbon fuels on 
the islands with renewable 
energy that can be produced 
locally from communi-
ty-owned renewables, such 
as the council’s own excellent 
proposals to replace the LNG 
gas used in the town with 

hydrogen gas made locally.’
Comhairle nan Eilean 

Siar has also welcomed the 
continued commitment from 
Ofgem.

�e local authority said 
it was the perceived risk of 
consumers paying for an 
underutilised link that has 
prevented Ofgem giving the 
go ahead for the massive 
cable.

�e proposal from SSEN for 
a 600MW transmission link 
was based on the two largest 
planned projects, Stornoway 
and Uisenis Wind Farms, 
securing subsidies in the 
recent auction (Contracts for 
Di�erence). Only the Uisenis 
project was successful.

Comhairle leader 
Councillor Roddie Mackay 
said: ‘While developments 
have not taken place as we 
would have wished there 
is still a way ahead for the 
600mw cable which we be-
lieve is the best option for the 

renewables industry in the 
Western Isles. We will contin-
ue to engage with developers, 
SSEN, Ofgem and the UK 
and Scottish Governments to 
bring that about.’

Highlands and islands MSP 
Donald Cameron, who wrote 
to the energy regulator earlier 
in the year, said: ‘�is clearly 
shows that, as I argued in 
August, a 600MW intercon-
nector for the Western Isles is 
still to play for.

‘I look forward to continuing 
my work with groups to en-
sure Ofgem fully understands 
how important this is for the 
future of our communities.

‘�e door is open and it is 
imperative that we get behind 
a renewed proposal that se-
cures approval for a 600MW 
transmission link.’

Ofgem leaves door open 
for revised energy link plan

‘This Plan B should 
include an upgrade of 
the cable from Skye’

FOLLOWUS
www.facebook.com/obantimes

North Uist Development 
Company and UistWind have 
topped off an autumn of suc-
cess with the news that the 
UistWind renewables project 
has been shortlisted for the 
Best Community Project 
Award at The Scottish Green 
Energy Awards.

Scottish Renewables made 
the official announcement 
recently after considering 
more than 100 entries.

The recognition follows 
a challenging development 
and construction journey for 
the Hebridean wind farm, at 
Criongrabhal near Clachan-
na-Luib in North Uist, which 
was officially opened on 
September 20.

Mustapha Hocine, 
chairman of North Uist 
Development Company 
(Trading) Limited, said it 
was always good for a small 
community project to be 
recognised for the extra 
effort needed by everyone to 
deliver it, especially after all 
the difficulties it had faced.

‘Congratulations goes to 
staff, members and directors 
for all the hard work and 

adaptability to achieve these 
successes,’ he said.

Other recent highlights for 
UistWind have been the pub-
lication of its Community 
Investment Plan and the wel-
coming of new directors at 
the annual general meeting.

The Community 
Investment Plan, detailing 
how the North Uist com-
munity would like to spend 
the benefit fund from its 
UistWind project once the 
wind farm starts generating 
a profit, is now online.

It sets out the spending pri-
orities of the community as 
established by the communi-
ty benefit survey carried out 
over the summer, on paper, 
online and also by school 
engagement.

In terms of investment 
priorities, from the survey 
results, the most popular 
topic was projects to support 
young people on the island. 

The plan can be read online 
at  www.uistwind.com  and 
will be updated once the 
project begins to generate a 
profit for the benefit of the 
local community.

UistWind shortlisted in 
green energy awards



� e Oban Times & Lochaber Times
Thursday 31 October 201918 YOUR VIEWS

LT

LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Time to sweep away 
archaic crofting
It seems that the cro� ers are bleating on again 
about predation by sea eagles.

It is di�  cult to sympathise when they object 
to these birds just maintaining their precarious 
existence by obtaining food at someone else’s 
expense while they are quite happy to turn 
their sheep out into public areas and private 
gardens for exactly the same purpose – getting 
a free meal. However, it is encouraging that 
Forest Enterprise Scotland is now prepared to 
take action against sheep owners who allow 
their animals to damage the environment.

As recipients of large quantities of public 
money, cro� ers should be keeping their heads 
down and their mouths shut, remembering 
that most visitors to Scotland come to see the 
scenery and the eagles, not the sheep.

It is time their whole archaic system of land 
use was swept away and replaced by modern 
agricultural methods and proper animal 
husbandry.

Andrew Green, Dal Ghorm House, Ardtoe.

Cut to education 
budget is madness
I refer to the news regarding the proposal by 
Argyll and Bute Council’s education depart-
ment to have 14 pupil support workers made 
redundant in next year’s council budget.

� is proposal to save £198,500, an average 
salary of £14,130 per employee, can be 
summed up in one word – madness.

I am not by any means an education expert 
but from 1995 until 2017, when I was council-
lor, I became very much aware in the budget 
process each year that councillors are present-
ed with what are called savings options.

For instance, I see the estimate is a funding 
gap of £9.2 million, so I would assume around 
£12 million-worth of savings will be put for-
ward so that the most alarming proposals will 
be removed.

� e Tory, Lib Dem and independent 
administration which has a 21-15 majority, 
will decide the fate of the 14 pupil support 
workers. I would hope that by the time this 
letter is published the lunacy of the proposal 
to remove these 14 key people will be stopped 
in its tracks.

In my 22 years as an Argyll and Bute council-
lor I witnessed many foolish budget proposals 
but this one is just totally crazy.

It must be ceased because, if implemented, 
it will result in 14 excellent people losing their 
jobs and put immense pressure on those who 
are le� .

Robert MacIntyre, Serpentine Road, Bute.

Westminster to blame 
for cuts to council cash
I know that it is some time since Alan Reid 
(Letters October 24) has been actively in-
volved in national politics but I cannot believe 
that it has escaped his notice that the money 

� owing from Westminster to the Holyrood 
Government has been slashed by some 9.2 per 
cent in real terms since the onset of austerity 
in 2010.

Despite this reduction, many political 
commentators of all hues and parties have 
acknowledged and supported the e� orts made 
by the Scottish Government to mitigate the se-
vere e� ects of the cuts on our most vulnerable 
citizens. 

� ese cuts are not the choice of the SNP 
Government.

Dorothy Macdonald, Oban.

A long-running campaign to have a 
winter rail timetable to include Sunday 
services has � nally paid o� .

� e West Highland Line Review Group, 
set up by Scottish ministers in response 
to pressure from groups such as Friends 
of the West Highland Lines, Lochaber 
Transport Forum and the West Highland 
Community Rail Partnership (CRP), has 
helped to bring about the change.

ScotRail’s Sunday timetable is now the 
same all year and, as of this November, 
there will therefore be three train services 
leaving Mallaig on a Sunday, which is two 
more than last year. � ere will also be 
additional trains on other routes.

� e change is not before time but, as 
we report this week, passengers are being 
urged to make the fullest use of the new 
services or run the risk of having them 
withdrawn in the future. We would echo 
that appeal.

Use winter rail 
services or run the 
risk of losing them

Lorna deserves thanks 
from the community
We in Britain are famously branded as 
a nation of dog-lovers. However, we are 
more accurately a nation of lovers of a 
huge variety of animals.

� at is one reason why we hold our 
veterinary professionals in such high 
esteem.

Countless people across the Fort 
William and wider area will have 
taken their beloved pets to see Lorna 
Ungoed-� omas, a vet who marked her 
retirement a� er almost 32 years serving 
the community with a party last week at 
Lochaber Rural Education Trust.

Lorna has had a remarkable career in 
which she has devoted herself to helping 
others. She deserves all our thanks.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each 
week.  If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.
Alternatively, hand it in to our o�  ces 
in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or to our o�  ce in 
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DISTRICT NEWS
Police o�  cers visited licensed prem-
ises in Fort William, Kinlochleven 
and Ballachulish on Saturday 
October 19 as part of an operation 
against drug misuse.

O�  cers engaged with sta� , patrons 
and other members of the public. 

Constable Daniel MacRae, from 
Lochaber Community Policing 
Team which led the operation, said: 
‘Drug misuse will not be tolerated 
and the policing team will continue 
to carry out operations throughout 
the area to tackle this issue, in addi-
tion to our regular patrols.

‘Police Scotland has a positive 
working relationship with the local 
licence trade and we will continue to 
work together in an e� ort to make 
sure people can enjoy a safe night 
out.

‘If you have any information or 
concerns regarding drug dealing 
or misuse within the community, 
please contact the police on 101, 
or report it anonymously to 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.’

Two secondary schools from 
Lochaber are to compete in the 20th 
year of the National Gaelic Schools 
Debate.

Mallaig High School will meet 
Inverness Royal Academy A in the 
� rst round in Stornoway on Tuesday, 
while Ardnamurchan High School 
will face Gairloch High School A.

Teams from Portree High School, 
Castlebay Secondary School and 
the Nicolson Institute will also 
take part. � e competition started 
in 1999 and gives pupils a chance to 
showcase their debating skills and 
meet other pupils with Gaelic from 
across Scotland. 

� e competition will see around 
40 pupils from across Scotland travel 
to compete against each other in 
Stornoway and Edinburgh.

� e � rst two rounds will be held 
in the Town Hall, Stornoway, on 
Tuesday  and Wednesday.

Sixteen teams from 13 schools 
are due to compete in this year’s 
competition. 

All the schools will participate in 

Fort � re� ghters douse cars instead of � ames for charity

Fire� ghters at Fort William – and a young helper – turned their hoses on dirt rather than � ames last week and raised £700 for the 
Fire� ghters’ Charity by washing cars at the station. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

LOCHABER

WEST HIGHLANDS

debates over the two days, with the 
four teams with the highest points, 
across the two days, progressing 
to the � nal stages in Edinburgh in 
December.

� e � nal will take place in the main 
debating chamber of the Scottish 
Parliament,  as part of its 20th anni-
versary commemoration events.

Evelyn Coull Macleod, from the 
National Gaelic Schools Debate 
management committee, said: ‘We 
are looking forward to the 20th 
year of the National Gaelic Schools 
Debate and to welcoming the 
schools to Stornoway again.

‘Following the success of the 2018 
debate, which saw Hannah Macleod 

and Sandy Morrison from the 
Nicolson Institute emerge as worthy 
winners, a high level of competition 
was set and we look forward to 
another year of interesting and 
thought-provoking debates.’

Designated rail carriages for bikes 
and large sporting equipment are to 
be introduced on the West Highland 
Line next year.

As part of the pilot project, 
ScotRail is transforming � ve Class 
153 trains to carry up to 20 bikes 
to enhance existing services on the 

scenic route, providing custom de-
signed racks to accommodate bikes, 
sporting equipment and large items 
of luggage as well as more seats 
for customers. � e trains will also 
support winter sports in Scotland 
during the winter months, accom-
modating large bulky items such as 
ski bags and rucksacks.

Modi� ed by Brodie Engineering 
in Kilmarnock, forming part of the 
� rm’s expansion plans, the carriages 
will receive a full interior and exte-
rior refresh including installation 
of free wi� , power sockets and a 
refurbished toilet.

� e � rst refurbished Class 153 car-
riage is due for delivery in 2020 and 

will be gradually rolled into service 
on the completion of sta�  training.

ScotRail project manager Tom 
Smith said the pilot is the � rst of 
its type in the UK and the company 
is delighted to have come up with 
something bespoke for Scotland and 
the West Highlands.

‘We are continually looking to 
enhance the experience our cus-
tomers have when travelling on our 
trains and the introduction of these 
carriages will be a welcome boost 
for cyclists and those in search of 
outdoor pursuits,’ said Mr Smith.

‘� is project will support tourism, 
and bring wider economic bene� ts 
along Scotland’s scenic railways.’

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com
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Send us your district news by emailing
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

fort@obantimes.co.uk

Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
 � is could only occur in Lochaber. 
Donnie was walking the dog at 
Badabrie. He met and passed the 
time of day with Alastair, who was 
out for a wander before heading 
back to Lochyside. When Donnie 
got home the phone was ringing – 
all the way from New York. It was 
a wrong number. Donnie, however, 
being a helpful Highlander asked 
who the transatlantic caller was 
hoping to contact. He was trying to 
ring Alastair! ‘I’d leave it for an hour 
before you re-dial,’ Donnie suggest-
ed, having checked the American 
had  the right number for Alastair. ‘I 
just passed Alastair walking home a 
wee while ago.’
 It’s dry and mild for the time of 
year which hopefully means work 
to improve the High Street will 
make more rapid progress than 
scheduled. Because at present the 
scene of devastation up the middle 
of the street can only be compared 
to the excavations we saw when the 
Atlantic cable was buried under our 
main thoroughfare 35 years ago.
 Aye, shades of the day when the 
Fort William telephone exchange 
sta�  used to look out the window 
and see who was in, out or pending 
in the shops and o�  ces across 
the High Street and advise callers 
accordingly. � e mouse that wasn’t 
spared. � is one had the temerity 
to get loose aboot Jean’s hoose. But 
quick-thinking Jean, despite being 
frightened of mice, put her foot on 
it. Standing there, with the mouse 
‘trapped’, she phoned for family 
reinforcements. � eir arrival was a 
source of considerable relief to Jean, 
because she was desperate for the 
loo by then!
 Let’s take a trip to Seagull City 
for a change stopping, en route, at 
Glen� nnan. � e station museum 
there has been running a children’s 
quiz and last Wednesday primary 

Chairman Jim Lee welcomed members and their families and friends.

ARISAIG

Lochaber branch of MS 
Society marks 30 years
A celebratory a� ernoon tea was held 
in the Railway Club, Inverlochy, to 
mark the 30th anniversary of the 
Lochaber branch of the MS Society.

Chairman Jim Lee welcomed 
members and their families and 
friends and May Webb, one of the 
longest-serving committee mem-
bers, cut the cake.

Colin MacDonald and Hecky 
Henderson provided the enter-
tainment, making it an enjoyable 
occasion. 

Right: May Webb cuts the cake.
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

school pupils from Mallaig had a go 
at the questions, one of which was:  
‘Did Bonnie Prince Charlie travel by 
train?’ � e answer, from a Seagull 
City juvenile luminary who will go 
far – by train or whichever mode 
of transport he chooses - was: ‘No. 
I think he travelled by boat because 
the English were already on the 
train.’
 Meanwhile, Mallaig Community 
Council had organised the annual 
Hallowe’en parade. � e costumed 
characters caused much mirth and 
confusion as three guisers included 
one female dressed up to resemble 
their amiable district councillor 
Charlie King. ‘King abdicates,’ one 
placarded impostor proclaimed.   
‘For King and council,’ another 
declared. But the real Charlie King 
didn’t put in an appearance at the 
Hallowe’en Parade. He was dookin’ 
for apples in Cyprus at the time.
 � en there was the local member 
of the legal profession who, together 
with a Fort William GP, arrived   
at the Alex on Tuesday for the 
Chamber of Commerce meeting. 
Such was their attention to detail, 
they were a week early.
 A few weeks ago I wrote a da�  little 
item in this column. Okay, most of 
them are, says you. I’ll call this one 
a ‘de�  little item’ instead. � e tale 
majored on Hazel Bremner, former 
teacher of French and German at 
Fort William senior secondary 
and Lochaber high schools. In it, I 
mentioned the jumbled phrase we 
concocted in our French class. It 
ran: ‘Pas d’elle yeux rhone que nous’ 
which translated as ‘paddle your own 
canoe’. Are you with me so far? Well, 
apparently, Hazel Bremner was. For 
on the weekend the item appeared, 
Hazel was up in Fort William, stay-
ing with Elsie, former landlady of 
her school teaching days. ‘Imagine 
me reading that in the paper on one 

of the rare occasions I was back in 
Fort William!’ said Hazel. She was 
even more surprised when she dis-
covered,  about that same time, there 
had been a class reunion of several of 
her pupils from the 1960s.
 Kirsty was preparing all the veg-
etables   at the Milton last � ursday 
morning. But, as she worked away 
happily, Kirsty kept wondering why 
the hotel continued to be in dark-
ness. � en it ‘dawned’ on her. � e 
Milton was closed that day.
 Question – when is a town holiday 
not a town holiday? Answer – when 
it’s in Fort William. Aye some folk 
had a day o�  on Monday this week. 
Most didn’t. � e mail was delivered. 
But there was no-one in at Lochaber 
District Council to receive theirs. 
� e banks were open. � e tourist 
o�  ce was shut. � e schools were 
in. Just a few o�  ce and shop sta�  
didn’t have to put in an appearance. 
Caol Co-op, however, took the Fort 
William holiday!
 ‘Neigh!’ ‘Neigh!' And thrice 
‘Neigh!’ � at was the message from 
former Duncansburgh minister 
Rev John Wright when the BBC 
arrived at his current charge in New 
Govan to ask if they could � lm a 
Rab C Nesbitt episode with a horse 
clip- clopping down the aisle at a 
wedding. � e producers are now 
looking for a deconsecrated, derelict 
church.
 I was reading, according to a 
survey, Scots are reckoned to be the 
� rst in the UK to make complaints. 
I � nd this all a bit strange. For ex-
ample, you never see me mumping 
or moaning in this column. Do you? 
It’s all sweetness and light.
 Tony Robinson of Baldrick fame 
forsook Blackadder for Safeway on 
Saturday and, in unscripted fashion, 
he was soon wandering around out-
side the store asking for directions 
to Fort William High Street.

� ere was a fantastic display of 
apples and produce on display at 
the Land, Sea and Island Centre 
in Arisaig earlier this month when 
the Arisaig Eco project hosted its 
annual Apple Day.

As well as donating a selection 
of apple varieties, people also 
volunteered their time and baking 
skills and helped outside with the 
apple press. It was interesting to 
learn more about the apple varieties 
that thrive in Arisaig, sample fresh 

juices and taste some of the delicious 
produce, including homemade chut-
neys, jellies and preserves. � e array 
of baking, both sweet and savoury, 
was delicious.

� e apple pomace - skin, pulp, 
seeds and skin - le�  a� er pressing 
the apples, was given to chickens 
and horses as well as being used 
sparingly on the compost heap.

Apple Day followed another suc-
cessful event in October, when the 
Eco project staged its annual Food 
Growing and Cooking session at 
Arisaig House on October 18.
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Lochaber club lotteries
LOTTERY NUMBERS

Lochaber  52
Cowal 7

West Region Division 3

South Lochaber         2
Eaglesham                     1

GGPL - Division One

FOOTBALL

RUGBY

SLT manager Alan Gray.

SLT make return
to winning ways

Match report by
Peter Newman

South Lochaber Thistle 
returned to winning ways 
with a hard-fought victory 
over a talented Eaglesham 
side.

The � rst half began 
with both sides trying to 
play decent football and 
the new mid� eld pairing 
of Barna Tot – freshly 
returned from injury – and 
Andrew Maclean energeti-
cally harried and harassed 
the Glaswegians to deny 
them any rhythm.

Up front, captain for the 
day was stalwart Dave 
Forbes, partnering Gordon 
McCreadie. Forbes would 
go on to put in a man-of-
the-match display in his 

new position, o� ering 
class and composure 
while headlining the 
attack.

It was Eaglesham 
who took the lead on 
the half hour. A drilled 
cross-cum-shot into the 
box was slammed into the 
net by unfortunate left 
back John Ferguson in an 
own goal against the run 
of play.

In the second half, the 
Jags stepped up the 
pressure and McCreadie 
levelled the scores with 
a smartly-taken header 
for 1-1.

Building on this 
momentum, Forbes met 
a lofted ball into the box 
with a determined header 
which allowed the keeper 
no chance as Thistle took 
the lead.

Despite some high 
quality play from both 
sides, this was how the 
scores remained.

Manager Alan Gray 
said: ‘It was a thoroughly 
professional performance 
today; the attitude was 
right and the balance 
of the team was better 
than it has been in recent 
weeks.  Eaglesham are 
a good side and we had 
to be at our best today. 
We battled as a team and 
we got the rewards our 
play deserved and I just 
wanted to say well done 
to all of the boys today on 
a hard-fought win.’

Ballachulish Shinty Lottery’s numbers for October 27 
were 5, 8 and 15. The lucky winner of the £1,000 jackpot 
was Rob Riley in Ballachulish. Next week’s draw will 
revert to £200.

Caol Community Centre Lotto Bingo Club lotto 
numbers on October 27 were 4 , 8 and 13. There were no 
winners so the jackpot is £300 next week.

Fort William Golf Club Lotto draw of October 24 
was 10, 14 and 15 . There was no winner so £1,100 os 
available for draw on October 31.

Caol Regeneration Lotto winning numbers for October 
24 were 1, 5 and 7. With no winners, the jackpot reaches 
£800 for the next draw today (October 31).

South Lochaber Thistle

Lochaber notch 
up 52-7 league 
win over Cowal
Lochaber RFC were back to 
league duty on Saturday in 
the Tennent’s West Division 
3 when they travelled down 
to Cowal.  � ey had recently 
beaten the Argyll team 0-50 
in the quarter � nal of the 
West Regional Bowl.

Cowal did not have a front 
row so the game started with 
uncontested scrums.

Lochaber started well and 
didn’t waste any time getting 
their � rst try a� er a great 
o�  oad from Christopher 
Morrison put Matthew 
Bradley in for the score down 
the right wing. He ran it in 
under the posts to leave an 
easy conversion for Ryan 
Davies.

It was only a few minutes 
later when Koni Johnson, 
again on the right wing, got 
the ball back inside to Conor 
Taylor, who probably scored 
one of his easiest tries from 
20m out as none of Cowal’s 
players even tried to tackle 
him as he ran in for the try, 
which Davies converted.

Scrumhalf Matt Murray 
was next over the line as he 
broke free and scampered 
down the le�  wing to score in 
the corner. 

Davies made an impressive 
conversion from the side lines 
with the ball just creeping 
over the upright.

Lochaber had their bonus 
point a� er 25 mins when the 
forwards took the ball for a 
walk with a 20m-plus maul 
from a lineout.

� e referee deemed the ball 
to be held up over the line but, 
from the resulting scrum, 
Cowal could not keep Taylor 
out a� er he picked from the 
base of the scrum to score his 
second try. Davies converted 
to bring the score to 0-28.

Lochaber took their foot 
o�  the gas a� er securing the 
bonus point which allowed 
Cowal to get a foothold in the 
game towards the end of the 
� rst half.

At the start of the second 

half Cowal’s new-found con-
� dence and pressure was re-
warded with a converted try. 
� is seemed to give Lochaber 
the wake-up call they needed 
as, � ve minutes later, Jack 
Hamilton got Lochaber’s � � h 
touchdown of the a� ernoon 
with Davies converting.

Johnson was up next but he 
didn’t need the support this 
time as he broke two tackles 
on the right wing to score in 
the corner.

Lochaber’s backs were 

continuing to � nd all sorts of 
space and a� er the ball was 
shipped through the hands 
to Lewis Morrison, he made a 
big break down the le�  wing.

He was tackled inside 
Cowal’s 22 but Murray 
popped the ball up to Taylor 
from the ruck, who ran in to 
score his hat-trick in the le�  
corner.

Taylor wasn’t done and his 
fourth try – and Lochaber’s 
eighth – came from a move 
on the right wing. Taylor then 
moved back inside making 
his way towards the posts.

Cowal’s players again didn’t 
seem to want to try to tackle 
him but when the fullback 
did come across, Taylor 
simply side-stepped him and 
le�  the fullback on his heels, 
running it in under the posts 
to leave an easy conversion 
for Davies. � at was the 
� nal score of the game with 
Lochaber winning 7-52.

With Loch Lomond’s 
game postponed due to 
Cumbernauld having insuf-
� cient players, Lochaber now 
move top of their conference.

Lochaber have the next two 
weekends o�  with their 50th 
anniversary celebrations 
being held on November 9. 

� ey will � nd out that day 
who they will play in the West 
Regional Bowl � nal with 
Glasgow University Medics 
taking on Birkmyre for the 
� nal spot.

Lochaber will be back in 
action at home with a top-
of-the-conference clash with 
Loch Lomond on November 
16 at Banavie. Kick-o�  2pm.

Lineout action last Saturday from Lochaber’s away game 
at Cowal.

New strips to mark Lochaber’s 50th anniversary
Leiths representative Alistair 
Gibson presented Lochaber 
RFC captain Callum 
MacDonald and president 
Donald Young with the 
club’s new, sponsored, 50th 
anniversary playing strips 
at the recent game against 
Cumbernauld.

Lochaber RFC players 
in their new away 

strips presented by 
Leiths recently to 

mark the club’s 50th 
anniversary season.
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YACHTING

BOWLS

Bowling club holds end of season presentations
The bowling club trophy winners. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

� e annual end of session Fort William 
Railway Bowling Club presentation 
was held in the Railway Social Club 
Inverlochy last week when trophies 
for domestic competitions were given 
out,  followed by a bu� et and dance to 
Wonderland band.

� e gents’ and ladies’ singles cham-
pions were Suzanne Williamson and 
Kevin Douglas, with the latter also 
taking the club championship.

� e winners of the domestic compe-
tition were: 

Balloted pairs winners: Bill Clark and 
Ian Rodger; runners-up: Lyn Donald 
and Alan Lawrie.

Two-bowl winner: Robert Hunter; 
runner-up:  Kevin Fraser.

Mixed pairs winners: Lyn Donald 
and Bill Clark; runners-up: Liz French 
and Alan Lawrie.

Nominated pairs winners: Agnes 

Boyle and Eddie Downs; runners-up: 
Willson � ain and Agnes � ain.

Ladies’ singles winner: Suzanne 
Williamson; runner-up: Lyn Donald.

Gents’ singles winner : Kevin Douglas; 
runner-up: Colin MacDonald.

Club championship winner: Kevin 
Douglas; runner-up: Alan MacDonald.

LYC holds annual prizegiving and AGM
Lochaber Yacht Club held 
its AGM and social event on 
Friday, marking the end of 
the sailing season for this 
year.

Starting with the opening 
Frostbite race on March 31, 
there has been organised club 
sailing on three evenings 
each week.

In addition there have 
been several weekend events 
including hosting Sail 
Caledonia; the classic boat 

sail up the Caledonian Canal; 
the Soling class National 
Championships; sailing for 
the disabled regatta and the 
RS400 dinghy competition.

Training
� e club’s visitors’ moor-

ings have been well used by 
yachts from around the UK 
and further a� eld. � e club 
also continues as a recognised 
training establishment and is 
inspected annually by the 
governing body of sailing.

One of the highlights was 
the Picnic Sail for a group 
of pre-school children from 
Caol. 

It just proved sailing can be 
a sport for all ages as the club 
also has what Commodre 
Hamish Loudon humorously 
referred to as some very ‘an-
cient mariners’.

More adventurous sailors 
also took part in dinghy na-
tional championships, raced 
round Mull and won at West 

Highland Yachting Week. 
Overall, it was a satisfactory 
season.

� e club has several 
good sailing dinghies and 
equipment so there is no 
requirement to buy expensive 
kit before giving sailing a try. 
See the club website www.
lochaber-yacht-club for more 
details.

Lochaber Yacht Club prizewinners at the annual general meeting.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 25, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.29 0.8 07.17 4.0 
 13.49 0.8 19.29 3.9
Fri 02.09 1.0 07.55 3.8 
 14.32 1.1 20.04 3.0
Sat 02.51 1.2 08.35 3.6 
 15.18 1.4 20.42 3.3
Sun 03.40 1.5 09.23 3.3 
 16.11 1.8 21.28 3.0
Mon 04.37 1.8 10.31 3.1 
 17.15 2.0 22.39 2.7
Tues 05.46 1.9 12.59 3.1 
 18.40 2.1  **.** *.*
Wed 02.04 2.7 07.17 1.9 
 14.13 3.2 20.23 2.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light cloud and
a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
7°C to 9ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and 
a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
10°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain and a moderate 
breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
6ºC to 11ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

9

11

10
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FOOTBALL

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Lochaber notch 
up 52-7 league 
win over Cowal

LYC holds 
annual prize-
giving and AGM

Fort William            0
Albion Rovers            5

Scottish Cup Replay

Fort’s cup dream ends in 
5-0 loss to Albion Rovers

Match Report by 
Michael O’Meara

Despite hundreds of fans 
streaming through the 
Claggan Park gates on 
Saturday to cheer on Fort 
William, the home side were 
unable to build on their 
stunning draw against Albion 
Rovers the previous weekend. 
A win would have registered 

one of the biggest upsets in 
Scottish Cup history.

Last weekend’s 1-1 draw at 
Cli� onhill Stadium clearly 
le�  the SPFL Coatbridge 
side smarting and they were 
always going to work hard to 
make sure there was no repeat 
in Saturday’s second round 
replay.

� e sides couldn’t be split 
in their � rst game with the 
encounter � nishing 1-1 when 
Gabriel Hastings grabbed a 
late equaliser for the Fort.

One of several spectacular saves made by Fort keeper Mateusz Kulbacki. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

But it was the visitors who 
had the � rst chance of the 
replay just 40 seconds into the 
match as Smart Osadolor had 
a strike inside the box, but his 
shot hit both posts and Fort 
managed to scramble it clear.

Fort had an injury scare 
10 minutes into the game as 
Ross Gunn went down a� er 
getting fouled 25 yards from 
the goal. It looked bad for 
Gunn but luckily Fort’s top 
scorer of the season was able 
to continue.

Fort then had a great chance 
of their own two minutes 
later as Roddy Kennedy hit 
powerfully from 12 yards on 
his weak foot but the strike 
was saved by Daniel Potts in 
the Rovers goal.

In the 19th minute, the 
League Two side broke the 
deadlock as the Fort defence 
struggled to get the ball clear. 

Harry Nicolson’s clearance 
hit Jack Brown in the back 
and it fell to Albion mid� eld-
er Jack Breen, who struck the 
ball home, doubling his goal 

tally in this year’s Scottish 
Cup.

Fort fans howled for a pen-
alty as Gunn surged into the 
box and the chasing Albion 
defender fell to the ground 
and handled the ball, but the 
referee gave a free kick on the 
edge of the area.

Two minutes later disaster 
struck as Ousman See put the 
ball in the back of the net to 
put the Coatbridge side 2-0 
up. � e goals kept on coming 
as the League Two side began 
to show the di� erence in 
levels. 

See netted his brace to put 
his side 3-0 up as the chances 

of a cup upset began to recede.
Fort had a few chances of 

their own a� er Albion scored 
their third but the home side 
couldn’t get past goalkeeper 
Potts, who was in � ne form.

As half time approached, 
Albion Rovers scored a fourth 
through Nigerian striker 
Smart Osadolor, e� ectively 
putting the game out of sight.

Fort manager Russell 
MacMorran made one change 
to his side at half time as Fort 
captain Robert Nevison was 
replaced by Lochaber hero 
Iain MacLellan.

Fort started the second half 
brightly playing some nice 

football and having some 
chances of their own. � e 
second half was aggressive 
and the match became more 
feisty.

Albion Rovers had a massive 
chance to stretch their advan-
tage, but Osadolor’s strike 
was cleared o�  the line mag-
ni� cently by Fort William 
centre back Harry Nicolson.

A few minutes a� er that 
chance there was a goalmouth 
scramble which saw four 
players all going for the same 
ball but Fort  keeper Mateusz 
Kulbacki eventually gathered 
the ball in his hands.

In 87th minute things 

got worse for Fort as Scott 
Roberts put the ball in the 
back of the net with a great 
� nish into the top right hand 
corner to put the Wee Rovers 
5-0 up, which is how the 
scoreline remained.

Fort return to action when 
they welcome Huntly to 
Claggan Park on Saturday. 
Kick-o�  is at 3pm.

Fort’s Jack Brown is tackled by Albion’s Ross Clarke. 
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