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Businesses count £100,000 
cost of devastating fl oods
Flood-hit businesses in Oban 
are facing damages and losses 
surging towards £100,000.

� e equipment yard at Hire 
& Supplies in Mill Lane was 
turned into ‘a raging sea’, 
said its manager Mary-Ann 
Murray. � e force of water was 
so strong it li� ed a 900-litre 
diesel tank, wrecked at least 
12 machines and destroyed 
warehouse stock.

Ruined display plinths, 
wooden � oors and walls 
containing glass-wool will also 
have to be ripped out and re-
built, which means more trade 
will be lost while the work is 
carried out. So far losses stand 
at about £45,000 but the � nal 
cost will be higher, Ms Murray 
said. ‘It was like something out 
of a biblical movie. It just kept 
coming at us, coming through 
the walls and outside it was 
shooting up through a drain 
cover like a geyser.

‘No one from Argyll and Bute 
Council has been to see us. We 
rent our yard from the council 
but we’ve not heard a word 

from them. We were under wa-
ter for 48 hours and cordoned 
o�  for three days.

‘� ere needs to be a meeting 
of a� ected businesses with top 
people at the council. First, 
they need to dredge the Black 
Lynn. � ere’s a fair chance 
that we businesses won’t get 
insurance again – they’ll avoid 
us like the plague. We will be 
considered a � ood risk unless 
something is done.

‘I’m not surprised to hear 
it’s about £100,000 worth of 
damage and losses. � ere’s got 
to be measures to stop future 

� ooding otherwise the knock-
on e� ect is you won’t have 
businesses in Oban. No one 
wants to lose stock,’ she added.

Another business owner, who 
asked to stay anonymous, said 
the � oods landed him with 
a repair bill of £20,000, plus 
three days of lost earnings.  He 
now plans to seek compensa-
tion from the council, accusing 
it of negligence.

‘A council employee admit-
ted the pumps failed through 
lack of maintenance. � e 
road was closed o� . How can 
you run businesses when you 

have a closed road?’ he said.
An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘It’s 
incorrect to say a lack of main-
tenance was to blame. Rapidly 
rising waters a� ected the 
control cabinet, compromising 
the pumps which had been 
working correctly up until the 
morning of October 9. � e 
panel is being repaired and 
plans put in place to protect it 
from future � ooding on this 
scale.’

Lessons learned from the 
� oods will be included as part 
of an Oban Flood Study con-
sultation launched this year.

Trail West caravan and trail-
er centre is also counting the 
cost. Boss Andrew Macdonald 
said: ‘It’s di�  cult to quantify 
the loss but the biggest, imme-
diate cost to us is through lost 
sales. I know of one customer 
who made a big purchase from 
someone else. I also heard there 
was a known, pre-existing fault 
on the pumps. I’m not nor-
mally one for council bashing 
but it’s disappointing if all this 
could have been avoided.’

See page � ve for more on the 
� ooding impact.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Ciaran MacAonghais was all smiles last Friday after 
lifting the Traditional Gold Medal. Ciaran, from Fort 
William, teaches at Rock� eld  Primary Gaelic Unit in 
Oban and also sings with Oban Gaelic Choir. For 12 
pages full of results and photographs from the adult 
competitions at Dunoon’s Royal National Mòd, turn to 
pages 25-36. 17_TMOD43DM02_Friday

Ciaran’s a golden boy

Hire & Supplies manager Mary-Ann Murray warns � ood  
risks could drive businesses out of Oban.
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Beneath the surface: what’s happening at SAMS
Emotional 
goodbyes
Two members of sta�, 
who between them have 
clocked up 25 years at 
SAMS, have taken early re-
tirement from our �nance 
team.

Lorna Watt and Liz Camp-
bell, who hail from Dunbeg 
and Oban respectively, 
have helped a countless 
number of sta� through the 
intricacies of �nance forms 
over the years – one of the 
many reasons they will be 
missed.

While Lorna is still 
considering her next 
challenge, Liz is packing her 
bags ahead of some world 
travel in the new year.

Birthday  
party
She has been monitoring 
the North East Atlantic 
for moe than a decade 
and now Talisker, the 
oldest robotic Seaglider 
in UK marine science, has 

received some well-de-
served recognition with a 
10th birthday party.

Gliders are deployed at 
sea for months at a time 
to take measurements 
such as oxygen, salinity 
and temperature in the 
deep ocean and have been 
gathering crucial data for 
oceanographers.

Having already travelled 
11,500 kilometres, spent 
622 days at sea and 
recorded 6,484 oceano-
graphic pro�les, Talisker has 
been as far as Iceland on 
her missions, often braving 

force 10 storms and high 
seas.

As one of the �rst Seaglid-
ers in the country, Talisker 
represented a step change 
in how oceanographic data 
is collected.

To mark the 10-year 
milestone, SAMS scientists 
made a birthday cake and 
invited SAMS colleagues to 
come and learn more about 
the work of gliders and 
other autonomous vehicles.

Seagliders collect data 
down to 1,000m as they 
slowly submerge towards 
the seabed and then rise 

to the surface, using �xed 
wings and a hydrodynamic 
shape to create a forward 
movement. To submerge, 
a battery-powered pump 
moves oil into a pressurised 
container, increasing the 
density of the glider in the 
water and causing it to 
sink. To bring the glider to 
the surface, oil is pumped 
back into a bladder to 
increase buoyancy.

Live data is sent by the 
gliders via satellite to the 

pilots at SAMS, who can 
control and redirect them 
remotely in near real-time.

More PhD 
students
There are now 40 PhD 
marine science students 
at SAMS, with the possibil-
ity of more coming in the 
2019/20 academic year.

Seven new students 
arrived this month to 
begin researching a variety 

of topics, including the 
Arctic, marine ecology, 
microplastics, social 
science, zooplankton and 
underwater acoustics.

Next year SAMS will 
increase the current record 
number of PhD students at 
the Dunsta�nage institute 
following the announce-
ment of two successful 
doctoral training partner-
ship (DTP) applications to 
the Natural Environment 
Research Council (NERC).

Lorna Watt and Liz Campbell have retired from SAMS.

SAMS sta� celebrate 10 years of Talisker.

Rotarians plant bulbs at St Conan’s Kirk
In partnership with the 
Friends of St Conan’s Kirk, 
who seek to maintain the 
fabric and grounds of this 
historical and iconic building 
through their fundraising 
programmes, members of 
the Rotary Club of Oban 
participated in a da�odil bulb 

planting event last Sunday in 
the gardens surrounding the 
building.

St Conan’s Kirk attracts a 
substantial number of visitors 
each year and much credit is 
due to the local committee for 
their e�orts to maintain and 
enhance the attraction of the 

building and its surrounding 
area. �e da�odil bulbs were 
donated by rotarian Terry 
Macnair.

�e next major event at St 
Conan’s Kirk is the Christmas 
tree festival which runs from 
Friday November 30 until 
Sunday December 2.

Pictured are, front row: Liz Mackay, Linda Oxland, Dave Mudie, Rotary president Iain 
MacIntyre and Gordon MacLachlan; back row, Graham Fraser, Billy MacLean and Peter 
Tosh, the event co-ordinator.

Work starts to upgrade Oban ferry terminal
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL) has ap-
pointed Story Contracting to 
carry out expansion work at 
Oban ferry terminal.

�e contractor will focus on 
the expansion of the existing 
marshalling facility at the 
ferry terminal, including the 

relocation of a railway siding 
line, and all associated opera-
tional railway equipment.

�e Network Rail boundary 
will be moved, along with 
surface water drainage, road 
construction, road markings, 
road signs and kerbing 
being installed to extend the 

current marshalling area. 
Story Contracting Ltd started 
its operations on Monday 
October 22, with work being 
carried out during night 
shi�s. 

Story said it would endeav-
our to minimise noise and 
disruption. 

REDUCE ENERGY LOSS 
IN YOUR HOME 
BY UP TO 98%BY UP TO 98%BY UP TO 98%
A recent test held on a property in Inverness showed 
that replacing the double glazing 
in a conservatory showed 
an increase in 
efficiency of 98%. 
The same property 
showed a 90% 
improvement by 
replacing the front 
door.

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894956
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It’s time you looked to 
where your hard-earned 
cash is escaping.
Call us today for 
expert energy  
advice.
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Beach buy-out is 
given public vote
Plans to push forward a 
community buy-out of Tralee 
beach have got a big yes.

� e vote at Friday’s well-
attended public meeting in 
Benderloch was unanimous.

Now a steering group, 
bolstered by more volunteers 
who came forward a� er the 
Victory Hall meeting, will 
knuckle-down to work with 
support from Community 
Land Scotland.

A couple of years is ‘quite 
normal’ to complete a buy-
out project like this but there 
is still a lot of work to be done 
– including a feasibility study 
� rst – to get it o�  the ground, 
the meeting heard.

As well as the beach, whose 
current owners live out of 
the area but have already 
expressed a willingness to 

sell, the community has 
interest in   taking over the 
Lorn show� eld, some gravel 
workings, cro� ers’ grazing 
land and a wooded area close 
to Lochnell School and the 
Sustrans cycle route.

Mull and Iona Community 
Trust general manager Moray 
Finch was in attendance to 
chair the meeting, which 
heard a presentation from 

steering group member 
Robin Harvey. 

Mr Harvey  said Tralee was 
‘the � nest and least spoiled’ 
beach in North Argyll  and 
that it was ‘a vital resource’ 
for the community for recre-
ation and for local businesses, 
who depend heavily on it to 
bring in tourists.

He said cro� ers’ grazing 
needed to be continued as 
part of any plan, if not to 
be improved, and identi� ed 
there were some problems 
of erosion on the machair, 
including invasive plants, 
that need to be tackled.

‘� e current landowners 
have more or less abandoned 
the land – there’s not been 
any management done for 
decades,’ he said.

Mr Harvey also said there 
was ‘huge potential’ for 
educational use if the buy-
out was a success, including 
setting up nature trails with 

the area having such a wealth 
of wildlife.

Linsay Chalmers, from 
Community Land Scotland, 
said funding was available 
to help a buy-out and, at 
the moment, three per cent 
of Scotland is owned by 
communities. Other beach 
buy-outs have included 
Findhorn Bay in Morayshire 
and Luskentyre on Harris.

She told the meeting being 
able to negotiate with a land-
owner who was willing to sell 
was the simplest route for a 
community buy-out and there 
would be government funding 
to help.

Questions from the � oor 
before the vote covered public 
liability responsibilities and 
how the project, if com-
pleted, could be � nancially 
sustained. Ways of making 
an income from it, including 
possible parking charges, 
would help answer that one.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Moray Finch.

Pop-up art supports 
motor neurone charity
Art makers have clubbed to-
gether to put on a pop-up sale 
of their work in aid of Motor 
Neurone Disease Scotland, 
a charity helping a former 
Oban High School pupil.

A group of artist friends have 
been meeting regularly over 
the past 15 years on Tuesday 
nights to get creative and will 
be selling work at a two-day 
event at Oban’s Rock� eld 
Centre on Saturday and 
Sunday, November 3 and 4, 
from 10am to 4.30pm.

� ey came up with the fund-
raising venture a� er hearing 

that one member’s daughter, 
who is now in her 30s and 
lives in Edinburgh, had been 
diagnosed with the disease 
soon a� er having her � rst baby.

‘We’ve already had a ceildih 
in Connel to raise funds for the 
charity and now we are going 
to have a pop-up sale. Living 
on the other side of the country 
from Ruth, we feel there’s little 
we can do to help so wanted to 
do this for the charity to show 
our support,’ said Jennifer 
Shaw, who lives  at Gallanach.

Work for sale starts from as 
little as £5.

Have you seen these cheeky little monkeys?
Two monkeys are on the loose 
in Oban and their owner 
needs help to get them back.

Pamela-Jane Wood le�  
the cheeky little fellas on 
the railings above George 
Street beach a� er taking a 
holiday snap of the pair on 
their Scottish break from 
Clacton-on-Sea.

Ms Wood suddenly realised 
she was going to be late 
for her coach, grabbed her 
coat and ran - leaving the 
monkeys, who are cousins 
and called  Red Adair and 
Spekkels Spinky, behind by 
mistake.

Horri� ed by what had 
happened, Ms Wood put 
out a Facebook appeal on 
Information Oban for their 

safe return but so far there 
has been no news.

One lady o� ered to go and 
look on the day they went 
missing, October 15, but they 
had vanished.

� e monkeys are well-trav-
elled, with Red Adair having 
his own travelogue which 
he posts on his Instagram 
account.

‘Red and Spekkels are due 
to � y out to Hong Kong in 
early December, to meet 
up with Spekkels’ brother 
Minkey Spinky and their 
Uncle Cocoa Bean. � en they 
will be travelling to Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Bali. It would 
be so sad if they miss their 
trip,’ Ms Wood told � e Oban 
Times.

Minkey Spinkey and Uncle 
Cocoa bean live with Ms 
Wood’s daughter in Hong 
Kong and had been looking 
forward to a family reunion 
for Christmas.

Anyone who knows the 
whereabouts of Red Adair 
and Spekkels Spinky should 
email  pamela.wood.pjw@
gmail.com

Jennifer Shaw will be selling some of her work at the 
pop-up event in November.

POLICE FILES
� At about 6.50pm on 
Monday October 15, in Airds 
Crescent, Oban, a man aged 
55 assaulted a woman. The 
man was subsequently 
traced, charged and issued 
with a recorded police 
warning.
� At about 12.45am on 
Wednesday October 17, 
on the B8065 on Tiree, a 
man aged 22 was found 
in a vehicle that had left 
the road. The man was 
arrested for being in charge 
of the vehicle while under 

the in� uence of alcohol 
and subsequently a blood 
sample was taken for 
analysis.
� At about 11.30pm on 
Wednesday October 17, on 
the Corran Esplanade, Oban, 
a man aged 66 behaved in a 
racially abusive manner. He 
was arrested, charged, held 
for court and a report was 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.
� At about 10.20pm on Fri-
day October 19, in Lochside 
Street, Oban, a man aged 20 

assaulted three youths. He 
was arrested, charged and a 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.
� Between 9pm Friday 
October 19 and 1.30pm on 
Saturday October 20, in Co-
lonsay Terrace, Oban, a red 
Ford Focus was damaged by 
having the bonnet dented 
and scratched.
� If anyone has information 
on any incident, contact po-
lice on 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.
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Romana ‘Romy’ Georgeson, 
who cut her 42-inch locks for 
cancer charities last month, 
has raised £531.30.

� e 20-year-old from 
Dunbeg, who has autism, is 
fundraising for the Macmillan 
cancer support charity, and 
donated her hair to the Little 
Princess Trust, a charity 
making wigs for patients.

It was only her sixth visit to 
a hairdresser in her life, but 
already ‘it’s needing chopped 
again’, her mum Susan Rayns 
said. ‘She’s managing so much 
better, and I think it suits her 
more,’ she added.

She thanked everyone for 
their donations, and added 
Romy was ‘absolutely delight-
ed’ with her fundraising total. 
You can still donate via her 
JustGiving webpage, called 
Romy’s Hair Challenge.

Romy’s hair 
nets £500

Barrier project between Dunbeg and Connel
A project to install safety 
barriers to improve road 
safety along the A85 between 
Dunbeg and Connel started 
this week.

� e £250,000 project will 
see almost two kilometres of 
safety barriers installed or 
upgraded along sections of 
the route from the Halfway 
House � lling station to the 
start of the 30mph speed limit 
at the western end of Connel.

� e project has been 
designed to provide a safer 
journey for the travelling 
public and is part of continu-
ing investment in road safety 
on the A85 by Transport 
Scotland.

� e project is expected to 
take up to three weeks. � e 
A85 will remain open during 

the project, but to keep work-
ers as well as motorists safe, 
temporary tra�  c lights will 
be in place.

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland said:  ‘� e £250,000 
safety barrier upgrade project 
which began this week is 
the second phase of work to 
improve the vehicle-restraint 
system (VRS) along the A85 
between Oban and Connel, 
and is one of the outcomes 
of an ongoing road safety 
investigation in the area.

‘� e new safety barriers 
are engineered so that any 
impact from an errant vehicle 
is absorbed and minimised 
to bring it to a controlled 
stop. Safety barriers are not 
designed to bounce vehicles 
into the road.

‘In terms of installing 
double white lines, there are 
strict requirements for their 
introduction and locations 
must meet the criteria set by 
standard national guidance. 
� ese requirements state that 
double white lines should 
only be implemented where 
visibility is reduced to an ex-
tent where overtaking would 
be potentially hazardous.

‘A number of lengths of 
double white line system 
are already provided on this 
section of the A85, and teams 
have investigated the remain-
ing locations along the road 
between Oban and Connel, 
and concluded there are no 
further areas where visibility 
is so restricted that a double 
white line system is required.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Wedding date set for 
Taynuilt’s love legacy
Taynuilt’s new love memo-
rial has had its � rst wedding 
request.

� e ceremony, pencilled in 
for spring 2019, will bring even 
more romance to Deirdre’s 
Shieling, 1,500�   up at Beinn 
Ghlas overlooking Glen Etive, 
as it approaches one year since 
it was o�  cially opened.

� e memorial was the 
ful� lment of a promise made 
to Belfast-born artist Evelyn 
MacDonald   by her husband 
Sam before she died last year 
from cancer, as a legacy to an 
ancient love story that stole 
their hearts.

News of possible wedding 
bells up at � e Shieling made 
him ‘jump for joy’, said Mr 
MacDonald, who lives at 
Barguillean, close to the site.

With the help of a small 
group of committee members, 
equally smitten by the story 

Breege Smyth and Marlyn Turbitt looking at the 12th-cen-
tury Glenmasan manuscript in the National Library of 
Scotland in Edinburgh.

of  two young runaways who 
� ed from Ireland to escape an 
angry king and found happi-
ness in Glen Etive, there are 
plans to mark � e Shieling’s 
� rst anniversary over a June 
weekend. Although still in the 

early stages, those working 
behind the scenes of a special 
weekend are plotting a remark-
able line-up of events including 
borrowing the 12th-century 
Glenmasan manuscript, 
which has the most complete 

account of lovers Deirdre and 
Naoise’s story and was once in 
the possession of a Kilchrenan 
minister, from the National 
Library of Scotland to bring it 
to Oban.

YouTube also has a part 
to play in the plans a� er it 
revealed a clip of a wind in-
strument concerto by a Swiss 
composer who fell in love 
with Deirdre’s tale. He had 
been commissioned to write a 
piece inspired by a legendary 
tale when he came across the 
Glenmasan manuscript.

Determined to track down 
the composer, Mr MacDonald 
contacted the Swiss Embassy 
and his wife’s pianist cousin, 
who lives in Switzerland, 
for help. � ey both came up 
trumps. � e composer was 
delighted at the interest and 
agreed to provide the full score 
that has so far been played in 10 
countries but never in the UK.

‘We have the music and we’re 
talking to the director of a 

wind band in Glasgow. We’re 
hoping to have it performed 
for the anniversary at St John’s 
Cathedral in Oban,’ said Mr 
MacDonald. ‘We’ve also heard 
from the composer again who 
is planning on coming over for 
the performance and bringing 
his wife and children with 
him,’ he added.

Over this winter work 
should also be completed on a 
commissioned three-cornered 
Celtic knot bench to be in-
stalled at � e Shieling on the 
same weekend.

� e Celtic bell, back with a 
caster a� er a hairline fracture 
was discovered, will also be in 
place for the June celebration 
and marker signs are going up 
to help people on the scenic 
hike to see � e Shieling for 
themselves.

A website, with an interac-
tive visitor book for people 
to upload sel� es from � e 
Deirdre Shieling, can be found 
at thedeirdresheiling.co.uk.

Argyll MP Brendan 
O’Hara visited Home-
Start Lorn on Friday to 
see its work. Mr O’Hara 
met sta�  and service 
users at the scheme’s 
Lochside Street base. 
Home-Start Lorn has 
been helping families 
with young children 
throughout the Oban 
and North Argyll area, 
including the outlying 
villages, since 1988 and 
on the Isle of Mull since 
2016. Its 24 volunteers 
support 15 families.
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Call is made for 
dredging of burn
Oban � ood victim Hugh 
Carmichael has blasted 
environmental agency SEPA 
for caring more about wildlife 
than human life.

Mr Carmichael, who is 
waiting for insurance as-
sessors to give their verdict 
a� er his home in Soroba Road 
opposite the Black Lynn was 
� ooded, claims   the Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) could ‘block’ 
action to get the waterway 
dredged.

Nine inches of water covered 
his house and in some places 
was higher than  plug sockets 
– which he says could have 
proved fatal.

‘� e council has told me they 
can’t clean the burn because  it 
will interfere with the wildlife. 
Apparently SEPA will not give 
the council a licence to do it. 

SEPA could block everything.
‘Our lives are under threat. 

� ey care more about the 
wildlife than preserving 
humans.

‘We could’ve been electro-
cuted and killed if it wasn’t 
for sheer luck that I was up 
watching the � ood water rise. 
If we’d been in bed and I or 
my wife had come down in the 
middle of the night and put 
bare feet in that water above 
the plug sockets, we could 
have died.’

Mr Carmichael said the 
recent � oods made it the sixth 
time his home had been � ood-
ed and said the narrowest part 
of the burn running close to 
his property had not been 
cleared out for two decades.

‘SEPA need to come and 
eyeball it for themselves to see 
how bad the burn is near the 
house. It’s far too narrow, and 
there are even trees growing 
in it.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘We 
will continue to work with 
partners to do all we can to 
alleviate the risk of � ooding.’

A spokesperson for the SEPA 
said if dredging was required, 
which might change the pro-
� le of the watercourse, then 
authorisation may be needed.

But she added: ‘SEPA has no 
record of any application be-
ing submitted for the removal 
of knotweed or dredging in 
the Black Lynn.’

Mr Carmichael is also wor-
ried about the safety of people 
using the path at the back 
of his house when the Black 
Lynn � oods.

Oban councillors Roddy 
McCuish and Jim Lynch met 
Mr Carmichael and other 
worried residents living in 
Mill Park and Burnside 
Terrace on Friday.

Councillor McCuish said: 
‘� ey are telling me the burn 
has not been cleared out for 
a great many years. Flooding 
will only get worse if nothing 
is done now. We will have to 
� nd a way.

‘We will ask for funding 
from the Oban Common 
Good fund and also ask 
for money from the town’s 
excess parking revenue seeing 
as  Lochavullin car park was 
a� ected. � e burn needs to be 
dredged quickly and then we 
need to look at what can be 
done in the long-term.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Hugh Carmichael, left, 
lobbies councillors Jim 
Lynch and Roddy McCuish.

Oban is given another 
taste of television fame
TV road trip trio Gordon, 
Gino and Fred will be getting 
up to some Highland fun and 
games in tonight’s ITV show 
at 9pm.

� is will be the third and 
� nal episode of the Gordon, 
Gino and Fred: Road Trip 
docu-series following the three 
restaurateurs on a European 
adventure in a campervan, vis-
iting each of their homelands.

Viewers have already seen the 
three catering for a wedding 
in Italy and helping out at an 
oyster festival in France but 
in tonight’s programme they 

will be in Scotland where they 
� lmed earlier this year at Oban 
Distillery and on Seil.

Celebrity chef Gordon 
Ramsay, who stayed at 
Oban’s Royal Hotel with his 
co-stars  Gino D’Acampo, and 
Fred Sirieix, took time out of 
� lming to tell his 4.4 million 
Twitter followers Oban was 
‘beautiful’.

He also posted a video over-
looking the town’s pontoons 
and said: ‘OMFG this is a beau-
tiful sunset at Oban, Bonnie 
Scotland. Seriously beautiful. 
I’m moving here.’

Gordon Ramsay, Gino D’Acampo, and Fred Sirieix visited 
Oban Distillery during their visit to the town.

An Oban man has been 
� ned £1,200 for following a 
woman and uttering o� ensive 
remarks.

Ewan MacCorquodale, 
of 5 Campbell Crescent, 
Oban, pleaded guilty to 
behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner by following 
a woman, refusing to leave 
premises, and swearing and 
uttering o� ensive remarks on 
June 10, 2018. � e 29-year-old 
was sentenced at Oban Sheri�  
Court on Monday October 
22 and, in addition to the 
� ne, he was subject to social 
work supervision order and 
a contact requirement for 18 
months.

His defence solicitor said: 
‘He was extremely intoxicated. 
My client accepts fully that his 
behaviour was unacceptable. 
He followed the complainer 
and misread the situation. 
He said a man was sitting 
there with a number of young 
females and he began to shout 
and swear. [MacCorquodale] 
was the victim of an assault 
in response to the way he was 
behaving.’

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes said 
the case could be dealt with by 
a community payback order 
and � nancial penalty.

Oban man 
receives 
£1,200 � ne

Eight months in jail for 
man who fractured jaw
A 25-year-old man has been 
jailed for eight months a� er 
punching another man and 
fracturing his jaw in an ‘un-
provoked’ attack.

Karl Boulger, a prisoner  of 
HM Prison Low Moss, 
punched another man at Oban 
Railway Pier a� er consuming 
alcohol on February 27 of 
this year. He was sentenced at 
Oban Sheri�  Court on Tuesday 
October 23 a� er pleading 
guilty.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty said the victim was 
drinking with two friends, 
before Boulger joined them, 
though the two did not know 
each other. � e punch took 
place a� er the friends had le� .

� e victim went home to bed, 
but woke up in  ‘excruciating 

pain’. It was later revealed that 
he had a fractured jaw.

Mr McGinty added: ‘It would 
appear it was an unprovoked 
one punch on someone who 
was heavily intoxicated.’

Boulger’s solicitor, Kevin 
McGiness, said his client was 
trying to assist sta�  in refusing 
the victim alcohol.

Mr McGinnes said: ‘It’s 
[Boulger’s] position that in this 
exchange, [the victim] said 
do you want to take matters 
outside and he agreed to this.’

Mr McGiness said while his 
client was heading outside, 
he was hit by a bag, and that’s 
when the incident took place.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
reduced Boulger’s sentence to 
eight months from 12 to take 
into account his guilty plea.

Memorial service for Joolz in Oban later
Friends and family of Oban 
cafe owner Joolz Goodman 
are invited   to wear bright 
coloured clothing at a service 
giving thanks for her life.

A service for the 53-year-old 
from Ford, who died a� er a 
crash near Kilmelford last 
week, will be held at � e Cuttle 
Bridge Inn, Minworth, near 
Sutton Cold� eld, this Saturday. 

� e service will be followed by 
a gathering to celebrate her col-
ourful and vivacious life, said 
a notice in � e Oban Times.
Donations for Hope Kitchen 
and Argyll Animal Aid have 
also been requested instead of 
� owers.

A memorial service will be 
held in Oban at a date still to 
be announced.
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Mull digs in 
for a winter 
of discontent
� ere’s no quick solution in 
sight for Mull’s winter of dis-
content, a� er CalMac imposed 
its o� -season timetable halving 
the number of ferry crossings 
between Oban and Craignure.

It means islanders can no 
longer spend a whole day 
on the mainland, deterring 
desperately-needed GPs from 
working on the island, and 
forcing major employers to 
consider moving o�  Mull.

For months the Mull and 
Iona Ferry Committee has 
tried to � nd a way to run early 
and late crossings, keeping 
within Transport Scotland’s 
budget limit of 35 return 
crossings per week. � eir 
plan needs the ferry to berth 
at Craignure’s decaying pier 
overnight, but CalMac says it is 
unsuitable for this, and Argyll 
and Bute Council will not 

be able to revamp it for eight 
years. � e other option berths 
the ferry overnight in Oban, 
but this increases the number 
of return crossings from 35 
to 39 per week, increasing the 
costs for crew and fuel. � e 
committee is calling for the 
Scottish Government to help 
fund these extra crossings in a 
bid to stop businesses such as 
Inverlussa and TSL leaving the 
island.

Ben Wilson, managing 
director of shell� sh farmer 
Inverlussa, which employs 
25 people on Mull, told � e 
Oban Times: ‘It can be solved 
by the council, Transport 
Scotland and CalMac working 
together. We need the Scottish 
Government to step in – 
£600,000 a year would resolve 
this problem.’

However Transport Scotland 
and Argyll and Bute Council 
have dug in their heels.

A Transport Scotland 

spokesperson said: ‘� e cur-
rent winter timetable has been 
developed over a number of 
years in consultation with the 
community and allows at least 
� ve hours on the mainland 
every day, with late returns on 
a Friday and Saturday. We are 
aware of community aspira-
tions for further improvements 
to the Oban-Craignure winter 
timetable.

‘We asked CalMac to explore 
all options. However, balanc-
ing cost against bene� ts, it is 
unfortunately not possible to 
accommodate the request at 
present. CalMac will continue 
to consult with the local 
community to explore where 
further improvements can be 
made as we go forward.’

An Argyll and Bute 
Council spokesperson added: 
‘Craignure pier is suitable for the 
vessels that use it. Timetabling 
is an issue for CalMac and 
Transport Scotland.’

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Ardchattan 
Community 
Centre group 
with the 
new banner 
funded by 
Oban Rotary 
Club. Rotary 
president Iain 
MacIntyre 
is on the far 
left of the 
photograph. 
16_T43_ardchattan-

communityday01

Community turns out to support Ardchattan ‘hub’ project
People from all over Ardchattan 
turned out to a community engage-
ment day on Sunday.

� e event saw the launch of a sur-
vey asking the community for views 
and suggestions on people’s priorities 
and what facilities they would like to 
see provided locally – including the 
future use of the primary school at 
Bonawe, mothballed by the council 
four years ago.

Ideas for bringing it back into use 
include a community hall, a cafe, 
business space to rent, shop and 
even a bunkhouse. � e project put 
in a successful bid for funding from 
organisation Firstport, which will 
now be mentoring the group with its 
social enterprise.

Benderloch-based architect 
Shauna Cameron, who designed 
Luing’s Atlantic Islands Centre and 

the heritage centre on Lismore, was 
at the engagement day.  ‘� is is such 
a wonderful building and, with the 
community behind it, it has plenty of 
potential and life still in it, at least for 
another 100 years,’ she said.

Breege Smyth, from the Ardchattan 
Community Centre Group, added: 
‘We are so delighted with the 
turnout. 

‘We are beaming from ear to ear.

People have come from far a� eld, all 
over the parish. � e community is 
the backbone of this project.’

� e group was also proud to show 
o�  its new banner funded by Oban 
Rotary Club, whose president Iain 
MacIntyre was there to hand it over.

To get a survey, email breege@
journalist.com or go along to the 
next engagement days on November 
18 and December 16 at the school.

A call has gone out for 
volunteers in Argyll to help 
with the nationwide Tesco 
food collection for people in 
need this Christmas.

Leading food charities 
FareShare and � e Trussell 
Trust are looking for 
members of the public to 
help at donation points at 
Tesco stores from � ursday 
November 29 to Saturday 
December 1 as part of the 
Tesco food collection.

People can � nd out about 
local stores supporting 
FareShare and sign up to 
volunteer at https://fareshare.
org.uk/get-involved/
tesco-food-collection/

People can � nd out about 
local stores supporting � e 
Trussell Trust’s foodbank 
network and sign up to 
volunteer at www.trus-
selltrust.org/get-involved/
tesco-food-collection/
volunteer/

Tesco wants 
volunteers for 
food collection

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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Lack of funds causes 
likely closure of kirk
Ardchattan Church at 
Achnaba could shut by 
January as a result of its strait-
ened � nancial circumstances.

� e Church of Scotland has 
con� rmed the church  on the 
shores of Loch Etive is under 
review as part of Argyll’s 
presbytery plan, which also 
involves the future of a num-
ber of other buildings.

Although a spokesperson for 
the Church  of Scotland said 
no � nal decision had been 
made, the expectation among 
the congregation is that it will 
shut in the new year.

‘� e bottom line is it’s 
because of lack of funds. It 
is circumstances that are 
forcing this on us. It will be 
a very sad day to see it go for 
many, including me,’ said 
John Campbell, who is a 
community councillor and a 
member of Ardchattan kirk’s 
congregational board.

Mr Campbell, who said he 
was expressing his own opin-
ion rather than the board’s 
or the Church of Scotland, 
added: ‘It was the church 
where I was christened and 
grew up. I hope if it was sold it 
could somehow still be kept as 
a public building.

‘� ere are people in the 
community who would still 
like to have their funerals 

there, me included. Perhaps 
it could become a theatre or 
something like that rather 
than being sold for � ats.’

� e cemetery is run by 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
not by the church, so it would 
not be a� ected.

However, there are two war 
memorials that would need to 
be relocated, he added.

It is understood that 

Ardchattan’s partner church, 
St Modan’s in Benderloch, will 
stay open.

A Church of Scotland 
spokesperson told � e Oban 
Times every congregation 
in the Argyll presbytery 
had been asked to prepare a 
mission plan for the future 
of their church and from that 
a review will look at which 
buildings would be required.

‘We are prioritising all 
congregations that do not 
have a minister and, since 
Ardchattan is vacant, it is 
currently under review.

‘� e Ardchattan Kirk 
Session has asked Argyll 
presbytery for permission 
to sell Ardchattan Church 
and their request is currently 
under consideration. � e 
Kirk Session has decided 
that the congregation’s 
other building, St Modan’s 
Church in Benderloch, would 
best serve their long-term 
vision and needs,’ added the 
spokesperson.

The future of Ardchattan Church is under review.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Youth to take centre 
stage at winter festival
Oban Winter Festival com-
mittee has put the call out 
for more young businessmen 
and women from across the 
West Highlands and islands 
to take part in the festival’s St 
Andrew’s Day fair this year.

Anyone up to the age 
of 30, can take advantage 
of free stalls at the Young 
Entrepreneurs Market  on 
Saturday December 1 at Oban 
Distillery’s Old Milling Room 
as part of the Year of Young 
People.

‘It is an ideal way for young 
adults to showcase products, 
services and talents,’ said   a   
member of the winter festival 
committee.

And for the even younger, 
this year the festival invites 
children to make a ‘Big 
Racket’ with a workshop with 
Highland Glass where they 
can create shakers to make a 
great big noise at the festival. 

� is is sponsored by the fes-
tival and will be on November 
24 at the Corran Halls.

For more details email info@
obanwinterfestival.com.

Oban traders are already 
hard at work on their shop 

window displays for the 
festival: the theme this year 
is ‘shimmer and shine’.

‘Everyone appreciates the 
the e� ort put into making 
the town look  so festive over 
the Christmas period,’ said a 
committee member.

Shopkeepers are also re-
minded in the run up to the 
festival to tell the committee 
what their plans are for late 
night shopping on � ursday 
November 22 so this can be 
included in the festival pro-
gramme. � is year the festival 
runs from Friday November 
16 to Sunday November 25. 

� e Oban Winter Festival is 
a volunteer-run event.

And don’t forget: entry forms 
for the food competitions – 
shortbread, clootie dumpling 
and bramble jam – can be 
downloaded from the festival 
website or collected from the 
West Coast Motors o�  ce in 
the centre of Oban.

Have you got your ticket yet?

Gin Festival
The Corran Halls

THIS SATURDAY 27th October

www.socialandcocktail.co.uk/ginfall
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It’s still all go as winter approaches

Well done to everyone 
involved in DoveAid last 
Saturday.

What a great night it was – 
three fantastic bands and a 
fantastic cause. I really hope 
we get more events like this.

� e View was a great venue 
and, for someone of a certain 
age, like myself, it was really 
good to have somewhere to 
go and dance the night away 
without feeling decrepit.

� is weekend we have an-
other excellent charity event 
with Cancer Research hosting 
a fashion show in M&Co on 
Friday at 6.30pm.

� e Corran Halls are 
going to be a busy place this 
weekend with comedian Scott 
Gibson tonight (� ursday) 
and GinFall on Saturday, a 

celebration of everything to 
do with gin. We also have the 
clocks changing this weekend 
which means an extra hour 
in bed on Sunday morning, 
thank goodness. I think I 
might need it!

And that brings us into 
November with lots to look 
forward to, starting with 
Oban’s annual spectacu-
lar � reworks display on 
November  5 and, thanks to 
Scottish Sea Farms, this year 
will be the best yet.

We’re inviting charities to 
have a stall in Station Square 
that evening to make it worth 
coming down and spending 
some time in the town 
centre while you wait for the 
� reworks to begin. If you’re 
interested in having a stall, 
contact the BID4Oban o�  ce 
on 01631 569915 or email us at 
admin@bid4oban.co.uk.

I know I’m getting a bit 

ahead of myself here, so don’t 
shout at me, but it’s nearly 
time for Santa to come,  the 
reindeer parade is being 
talked about at work and, I 
must admit, I’m getting a wee 
bit excited. I will try  to con-
tain myself until Hallowe’en 
and the � reworks are past but 
it’s not easy. BID chief execu-
tive Andrew Spence says he’s 
spoken to Santa to check we’re 
in his diary, and we are. Roll 
on winter!

Last week’s photo was the 
entrance to Café Shore. � is 
week’s is really easy – honest.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Lifeboat searches 
for new coxswain
Life-saving charity RNLI is 
recruiting a new coxswain for 
Oban.

Its current man at the helm, 
Richard Johnson, will be 
leaving at the end of this year 
a� er getting promotion.

Mr Johnson, who has served 
two years in Oban, will be 
taking charge of � ve stations 
in a new Borders area created 
by the RNLI, from North 
Berwick and Eyemouth 
on the east coast across to 
Kirkcudbright on the Solway 
Firth.

� ere will be lots about liv-
ing and working in Oban to 
miss, said Mr Johnson, who 
was just 18 when he joined 
the crew of Filey lifeboat in 
Yorkshire.

‘It’s been the diversity of the 
job in Oban that’s appealed to 
me. � e whole area is a chal-

lenge for the crew from rocks 
to deep water, currents and 
the Corryvreckan. We cover 
about 500 miles of coastline 
from this station,’ he said.

Since he joined the Oban 
crew, he has been on about 
80 call-outs, 30 last year and 
about 50 this year so far.

From medical transfers 

from Mull to towing � shing 
boats out of danger, every job 
has involved the skill of the 
crew.

One of his most memorable 
call-outs was to a yacht 
where an out-of-control sail 
had shattered a crewman’s 
shoulder.

‘His wife had no experience 

but we had to get her to sail 
the yacht on course until we 
could get help to them. What 
happens is that people tend to 
watch you coming to rescue 
so head right for you,’ said Mr 
Johnson.

It costs more than £215,000 
a year to keep an all-weather 
lifeboat like Oban’s running 
and it relies on the public’s 
generosity.

‘Without the help we get 
from the public, we wouldn’t 
be able to survive and keep 
saving lives at sea. I hope 
Oban keeps up that generos-
ity,’ said Mr Johnson.

New fundraising chairman 
Phil Hamilton organised a 
drop-in at the lifeboat station 
on Saturday and is appealing 
for anyone interested in join-
ing the team of organisers to 
get in touch.

� e closing date for the 
station’s new coxswain appli-
cants is Sunday November 4.

Oban RNLI coxswain Richard Johnson is leaving.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

CalMac’s most popular 
routes are revealed
CalMac’s most popular ferry 
routes last year have been 
revealed, showing an increase 
in passengers on almost 
every crossing in Argyll and 
Lochaber,  except those to 
Lochaline, Campbeltown, 
and Oban to Kennacraig and 
Castlebay.

Ardrossan to Brodick had the 
highest number of passengers 
with 844,198, followed by Largs 
to Millport (745,619), Wemyss 
Bay to Rothesay (713,906), 
Oban to Craignure (670,248) 
and Mallaig to Armadale 
(285,483).

Nearly every route rose in 
passenger numbers from 2016, 
except Fishnish to Lochaline, 
Ardrossan to Campbeltown, 
Oban to Coll/Tiree/Castlebay, 
Kennacraig to Islay/Colonsay/
Oban, and Colintraive to 
Rhubodach.

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, who 
obtained the information, said 
she was surprised the Mallaig 
to Armadale crossing proved 
more popular than Ullapool to 
Stornoway (275,737). 

� e statistics also showed 
the Skye to Mallaig route was 

the most popular crossing for 
coaches across Scotland. Ms 
Forbes said: ‘RET is vitally im-
portant to the islands and has 
arguably done more than an-
ything else to level the playing 
� eld for island communities 
who need to travel.

‘In the midst of the important 
debates about ferries, and not 
least the importance of the 
MV Coruisk to the Armadale-
Mallaig crossing, it’s important 
to celebrate the huge contribu-
tion that RET has made to the 
island economies.’

Kate Forbes MSP.

Highlands and islands among top destinations
Guidebook Lonely Planet has 
declared Scotland’s High-
lands and islands as one of the 
world’s top regions for 2019.

� e region came � � h in a top 
10 of countries, regions, cities 
and best value places to visit. 
Leonardo Da Vinci’s home of 
Piedmont in Italy got the top 
slot followed by  � e Catskills 

in the USA,  Northern Peru 
and Australia’s Red Centre.

� e Highlands and islands’ 
must-see destination placing 
was in part due to the whisky 
boom, says the guide.

Unmissable experiences 
it recommends include the 
seafood and joining a na-
ture-watching trip to discov-

er the wealth of wildlife from 
red deer to golden eagles and 
basking sharks.

Tom Hall, Lonely Planet’s 
editorial director, said: ‘� is 
is a stunning area with so 
much to o� er travellers, from 
its glorious natural landscape 
and rich history to enviable 
local food and drink.’

W E A LT H  M A N AG E M E N T  T O  S T E E R 
YO U  I N  T H E  R I G H T  D I R E C T I O N

We specialise in providing face-to-face wealth management advice that is tailored to reflect individual 
circumstances. We place you at the heart of everything we do, and are committed to building and 
sustaining long-term relationships based on trust, superior service and the quality of our initial and 
ongoing advice. 

We can help you throughout your various life stages, providing a comprehensive range of financial 
solutions to address a multitude of needs and objectives. This includes investment, retirement, tax and 
estate planning. Our experience is that everyone has their own personal concerns, responsibilities and 
ambitions, and that the solutions that work for one simply would not work for another.

Contact us for further information.

H2SJP30176 10/18

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management 
plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for 
the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products 
and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website  
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the marketing 
term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

ARGYLL WEALTH CONSULTANTS LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

T: 01546 600029  |  M: 07793 810749 
E: russell.anderson@sjpp.co.uk  |  W: www.sjpp.co.uk/argyll

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ



� e Oban Times
Thursday 25 October 2018 NEWS  9

OT

Connel spy story 
still grips historians
Intrigue still surrounds the 
story of how a small plane 
carrying a spy crash-landed 
near Connel 78 years ago this 
month.

� e cloak-and-dagger drama 
of the  Westland Lysander 
aircra�  hitting the ground 
a� er running out of fuel on 
October 19, 1940, on its way 
back from France continues to 
fascinate wartime historians 
and aircra�  enthusiasts.

Oban’s War and Peace 
Museum recently put one 
wartime aviation researcher 
wanting to visit the crash site 
in touch with a RAF expert in 
the town.

A Facebook appeal for more 
local knowledge of the event 
also went out recently on 
Information Oban.

A tiny model of a Westland 
Lysander, just like the one that 
crash-landed with M16 agent 
Philip Schneidau aboard, can 

now be seen at the museum on 
the Corran Esplanade.

Bill Leach from the museum 
said: ‘We try to display a photo 
or a model of every aircra�  that 
landed in Oban so to include a 
Lysander as a result of this odd 
story was a golden opportunity 
for us.’

One account which gets a 
mention in a book We Landed 
by Moonlight by Hugh Verity 
is that, on what was probably 
the � rst clandestine pick up 

of the Second World War, a 
Flight Lt Farley le�  the Battle 
of Britain base Tangmere, 
West Sussex, in bad weather 
to pick up Schneidau – code 
name Felix.

A� er the pick-up, believed 
to have been from somewhere 
near Fontainebleau, France, 
the aircra� ’s radio cut out and 
the altimeter stuck. 

Cloudy conditions were so 
bad it was impossible to read 
a map by moonlight. With 

no navigational aids, the pair 
were le�  16,000 feet up and 
o�  course. � e fuel tanks were 
running empty when ground 
was � nally spotted, but the pair 
were worried they could still be 
over occupied territory.

As the Lysander struck the 
ground, the wings came o� . 
� e pair escaped unhurt but 
within minutes two men 
appeared with ri� es.

� e soldiers running towards 
them turned out to be the local 
Home Guard, who arrested 
them at gunpoint.  � e pilot 
and spy had thought the men 
were speaking Walloon, a 
Belgian language.

� e guards phoned their 
commander before taking the 
pair to RAF Oban where their 
story was checked out before 
they were dispatched to the 
south of England.

� e aircra�  was guarded 
for several days before being 
moved to Connel railway sta-
tion where, a� er several weeks, 
it was eventually taken away.

This model of the lost Lysander that crashed near Connel 
can be seen at Oban’s War and Peace Museum.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

‘Big day’ bonanza at 
Argyll wedding show
Brides to be found plenty of 
inspiration for their big day 
at Live Argyll’s wedding fair 
in the Corran Halls at the 
weekend.

From venues to caterers, 
beauticians and hair-stylists 
to music, photographers and 
jewellers, there were lots of 
ideas to help plan the perfect 
wedding.

Spruce salon boss Elaine 
MacKay said the one-day 
event  attracted a good crowd 
throughout Sunday.

‘It’s a wonderful opportu-
nity to let brides-to-be know 
that we are here in Oban and 
tell them about everything we 
do – not just for the bride but 
for the groom too.

‘� ere’s lots of inspiration 
under the one roof so it’s a 
fantastic way to start plan-
ning for the most important 
day of your life.’

Jonathan Coggans from 
Argyll Hog Roasts was one 
of the catering stands which 
served up treats at the fair.

Tasty o� erings from Jonathan Coggans of Argyll Hog 
Roasts at Sunday’s wedding fair in Oban.
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Gleaner Oils creates 
‘� eet of poppies’ 
Gleaner Oils will again be 
displaying poppies across 
its � eet of commercial 
vehicles this year to show 
support for the Remem-
brance Day commemora-
tions.

The ‘� eet of poppies’ 
will be a celebration of 
the communities Gleaner 
operates in. 

The poppies will be 
proudly worn by Gleaner’s 
entire � eet of 48 fuel 
tankers, and 12 boiler main-
tenance vehicles until 
November 13.

The vehicles operate from 
10 depots across Scotland.

Headquartered in Elgin, 
Gleaner is a neighbour 
of the RAF base in Lossie-
mouth and army base in 
Kinloss. Many of Gleaner’s 
customers have links to 
the armed forces, as well as 
many of the company’s 207 
sta� .

Oban toddler 
group is restarting
Sessions of Noah’s Ark, a 
parent, carer and toddler 
group that meets every 
Tuesday and Thursday in 
Oban, is restarting.

Noah’s Ark meets for fun 
activities in the Garden 
House behind Oban Baptist 
Church in Albany Street 
every Tuesday and Thursday 
from 10am to 11.30am 
during term times.

The sessions will be restart-
ing on Tuesday October 23 
and Thursday October 25. 
All are welcome.

Oban’s postcards 
to absent friends
Oban will be sending post-
cards to absent friends next 
month as it joins   a festival 
of storytelling and remem-
brance across Scotland.

To Absent Friends is a 
week-long festival created 
� ve years ago by the Scottish 
Partnership for  Palliative 
Care to give people the 
chance to remember others 
who have died but are still 
important to them.

� is is the � rst year Oban 
has taken part in the festival 
and a series of events from 
reminiscence cafes to an 
exhibition, radio and � lm 
show are being organised to 
run from November 1 to 7 
at a number of venues across 
the town, including the Oban 
Chocolate Company and the 
War and Peace Museum on 
the Esplanade.

People going along to the 
cafes will be encouraged, if 
they want, to write messages 
or just a few words on blank 
postcards that will make up 
a writing and photography 
exhibition running from 
Monday November 5 to 
Wednesday November 7 at 
the Rock� eld Centre from 
10am to 4pm both days.

Anyone visiting the cafes is 
also asked to bring a photo-
graphs or object that reminds 
them of someone as a conver-
sation starter. Photographs 
will also be taken at the 
cafes, with permission, to go 
with people’s postcards to be 
included in the exhibition.

� e idea of the festival 
is to strengthen the local 
community through active 
remembrance, talking about 
memories of loved ones, says 
Lucy Hunt, who is Oban 
Hospice community services 
co-ordinator based at � e 
Dove Centre in Stevenson 
Street.

� e festival week starts on 

� ursday November 1 with 
a reminiscence cafe at North 
Argyll Carers Centre in 
Albany Street from 2pm to 
4pm, then a later cafe at the 
Oban Chocolate Company 
from 5pm to 6pm.

Friday November 2 will 
see another  reminiscence 
café at � e Dove Centre’s 
men’s group from 10.30am 
to  12.30pm with storytelling 
through music then an a� er-
noon cafe  at War and Peace 
Museum from 2pm to 4pm.

A cra� ing session painting 
rainbows and making pebble 
models for all ages and family 
members together takes place 
on Saturday November 3 

at � e Dove Centre from 
10am to 2pm. � en on 
Sunday November 4,  Oban 
Phoenix Cinema will show 
a � lm by � e Good Grief 
Project called A Love � at 
Never Dies, a  beautiful � lm 
documenting how families 
cope with the death of a 
child.  Representatives from 
Rachel House in Kinross 
will be at the showing, which 
starts at 6pm.

And Ken Hunter will be 
reminiscing on the radio on 
Tuesday November 6 from 
10am to noon on his Oban 
FM slot.

‘Most people have lost 
someone dear to them,’ said 
Robert Peacock, of Good Life, 
Good Death,  Good Grief – 
the alliance of organisations 
behind the national festival.

‘But they live on in our sto-
ries and memories. To Absent 
Friends recognises that. 

‘We want people to stop and 
take some time to share those 
stories – whether it’s just 
raising a glass, getting the 
old photo albums out, or 
something more formal. 
We’re very glad that � e 
Oban Hospice has chosen 
to mark the event with their 
Postcards  to Absent Friends 
event.’

Go to the festival website at 
toabsentfriends.org.uk

Lucy Hunt from The Dove Centre with Absent Friends 
drink mats going on tables at reminiscence cafes in Oban.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban High 
numbers 
challenge
� roughout the month of 
October, the Oban High 
School maths department 
has been running the Oban 
Number Challenge to test 
pupils’ numeracy skills.

Posters showing a set of 
numbers have been placed 
throughout the school and in 
various locations around Oban 
itself, with the simple question: 
what do these numbers all 
have in common?

You can enter using the QR 
code found on the posters – 
extra consideration is given 
to those who can also say how 
many of these numbers there 
are!

As well as the kudos of 
getting it right, entrants are 
also in with the chance of 
winning a grand prize – an 
Oban Number Challenge 
Trophy and Amazon vouchers. 

� e winners will be invited 
to the school to meet Chris 
Smith, Scottish Teacher of the 
Year,  from Grange Academy 
in Kilmarnock, and Professor 
Adam McBride, a mathe-
matician from Strathclyde 
University.

� e challenge runs until 
Wednesday October 31, so if 
you haven’t started already, 
what are you waiting for?

YOURSTORY
share with us: editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000
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Congratulations for 
HebCelt festival
Western Isles Council 
has congratulated the 
Hebridean Celtic Festival 
on its success after a report 
detailed the signi� cant 
economic impact on the 
local economy.

Councillor Roddie Mackay, 
comhairle leader, said: ‘The 
Hebridean Celtic Festival 
had an estimated 18,000 
attendees in 2018. The 
festival is much more than 
just a four-day event. The 
incredible work that goes 
on throughout the year 
including support from 
hundreds of volunteers, 
the platform it provides 
the Gaelic language and 
local artists, in addition to 
attracting thousands of 
visitors from all over the 
world, makes this one of the 
most unique musical and 
cultural events.’

The festival is estimated to 
have directly generated £2.1 
million.

HIAL compliance 
rated ‘very poor’
Highlands and Islands 
Airports Limited (HIAL), 
the Scottish Government 
owned company that runs 
Scotland’s remote, rural and 
island airports, has been crit-
icised after Inverness Airport 
had its environmental 
compliance rated ‘very poor’ 
by the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency for the 
fourth year in succession.

HIAL was one of 32 organi-
sations across the country to 
receive this rating.

Glass recycling � rm goes into administration
Was it a good party in Oban 
or a breakdown in glass 
recycling? Sadly, the latter was 
to blame for the over� owing 
empties at Tesco’s recycling 
bins last week.

Alexandria recycling � rm 
Greenlight Environment Ltd, 
which carries out recycling 
contracts for Argyll and 
Bute, Inverclyde and West 
Dunbartonshire Councils, 
went into administration last 
month, making all its 109 
workers redundant.

Greenlight was contracted 

by the council to collect glass 
from commercial premises 
on mainland Argyll, as well 
as collect domestic glass and 
‘co-mingled recycled material’ 
from the council’s depots in 
Helensburgh and Lomond.

Passers-by were staggered 
to see the bottles piling high 
at the recycling point outside 
the Oban supermarket, 
before they were cleared away 
and Tesco posted a notice: 
‘We have been informed by 
the company that upli�  the 
glass recycling has gone into 

administration and will not 
be able to collect the recycling.

‘Argyll and Bute Council 
are currently working on a 
solution to the problem. In the 
meantime, we respectfully ask 
that customers refrain from 
recycling glass at this recy-
cling point, until Argyll and 
Bute have resolved the issue.

‘� ere is a glass recycling 
area at the recycling centre 
at Moleigh which might be 
an alternative for some cus-
tomers. We apologise for any 
inconvenience.’

Bottles over� owed at Oban’s recycling point after the 
council’s contractor, Greenlight, went bust.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Fancy a former police 
house as your des res?
Taynuilt police house is up 
for sale, with o� ers of over 
£220,000 invited.

� e two-storey stone villa 
in the heart of the village has 
two bedrooms and comes with 
the former police o�  ce in an 
extension at the side.

For sale signs went up recent-
ly but were not unexpected, 
said Taynuilt community 
council chairman David Sloss.

� e village has not had 
a dedicated police o�  cer 
permanently based in the 
property for more than a year. 

O� ers of over £220,000 are wanted for the police house.

Instead it shares an o�  cer with 
Dalmally.

‘� e for sale signs only went 
up recently. I think the prop-

erty is most likely to go as a 
house, probably another rental 
opportunity for someone. 
Unfortunately, as a community 

we were not in a position to 
look at taking it on as a com-
munity transfer option.

‘We would have had to have 
a business plan in place and be 
able to justify what we would 
be using it for, how we would 
sustain it and where we would 
get funds from. � ere just 
wasn’t time.

‘Taynuilt already has a village 
hall, a sports club and pavilion 
although some people were 
saying it would’ve made us a 
good pub,’ said Mr Sloss.

He added: ‘Fortunately, 
we don’t get much trouble 
here, mainly it is tra�  c issues 
and the ongoing occasional 

problems down at the pier. We 
have very little visible policing 
in Taynuilt now although the 
Dalmally o�  cer has a good 
reputation.’

Anyone interested in viewing 
the police house has to contact 
Police Scotland’s estates o�  ce 
on   01786  895903 or 01786 
895918 to arrange a time. Title 
deeds are available at the Legal 
Services Department of Police 
Scotland.

A closing date is likely to be 
set so buyers need to  register 
their interest in writing with 
the Head of Estates, Police 
Scotland, 2 French Street, 
Dalmarnock, G40 4EH.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 25 October 201812  NEWS

OT

Bright future looms 
for Harris weaver

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Call for transparency 
over ferry contract

The MV Loch Seaforth.

Behind the scenes at Atlantis
It’s been another busy 
month at Atlantis. Here 
are some highlights:

Improvements
A� er millions of footsteps, 
our faithful 20-year-old 
carpet in the entrance, 
reception and so�  play 
area has been replaced. 

What a li�  this gives 
the centre. We’re so 
excited to see some of 
our long-talked about 
improvements � nally 
being done. Come and 
check out the cool new 
colouring and modern 
new look.

Another highlight was 
� nishing o�  paint work 
in the pool spectator area 
following water damage.

Climb cube
We have completed our 
quarterly reset of all the 
routes. 

We’ve got 20 new 
routes to choose from, 
between beginner and 
advanced climber. � anks 
to Michael Bleazard, 
from Glasgow Climbing 
Centre, for his guidance 
and help with the reset. 

� e carpet in the climb-
ing area will also be 
replaced soon.

An island engineer has ful-
� lled his dream of becoming 
a Harris Tweed weaver at the 
site of the original Harris 
Cro� ers’ Association (HCA).

Scott Bennett, a retired 
structural engineer who lives 
in Scarista, was inspired by 
the engineering beauty of the 
Hattersley Mark 1 loom and 
painstakingly restored one to 
its former glory at Borvemor.

� e next step for Scott was 
to obtain the right to call the 
produce of his loom Harris 
Tweed as the cloth was being 
woven by a local weaver on 
the original site of the HCA 
loom buildings at Borvemor 
Farm, South Harris.

� e legislation protecting 
Harris Tweed production 
meant securing the elusive 
orb would not prove straight-
forward for Mr Bennett and 
he was told he would need 
to weave the tweed himself 

Scott Bennett in his loom shed at Borvemor Farm.

as well as produce it from 
his own garage adjacent to 
the family home. Not one to 
avoid a challenge, Mr Bennett 
set about learning to weave 
and, under the instruction of 
DR MacDonald of Northton, 
he received a month’s tuition 

in all aspects of weaving. 
He restored another loom 

in his garage, then wove 
and submitted test pieces to 
Carloway Mill in September. 
Mr Bennett was delighted 
to learn recently that his 
perseverance has  paid o�  and 

he now has his own weaver’s 
number from the Harris 
Tweed Authority.

He said: ‘It’s been a labour 
of love to restore these 
masterpieces of mechanical 
engineering and to learn this 
traditional cra� . I hope to 
o� er demonstrations in the 
summer and share tales of 
island perseverance.’

Mr Bennett plans to enjoy 
weaving Harris Tweed on the 
restored loom with a view out 
across the Atlantic from the 
open loom shed. 

Mr Bennett’s wife Margaret 
added: ‘Borvemor was orig-
inally a site with two looms, 
where there was always 
plenty of activity and fun 
with weaving and warping on 
the go daily. I remember the 
cloth was delivered by lorry 
to the mills for processing by 
George MacDiarmid. � e last 
time Harris Tweed was pro-
duced there was more than 
60 years ago by local cro� er 
Dolly Macleod.’

� e Labour Party in the 
Western Isles has renewed 
its call for SNP Ministers to 
‘come clean’ on the terms of 
the PFI deal under which the 
ferry Loch Seaforth is sub-
leased by CalMac.

Labour prospective candi-
date Alison MacCorquodale 
said ‘secrecy can no longer be 
tolerated’ and the people and 
businesses who depend on a 
reliable service ‘need to know 
the full story’.

She said: ‘SNP ministers, 
the local MSP and MP 
ignored local opinion by 
going for a one ferry solution. 
� ey then procured the Loch 
Seaforth on a PFI basis which 
had never been used before 
in CalMac’s history. It is now 
clear this was an arrangement 
fraught with di�  culty. � e 
truth of this is now becoming 
apparent even sooner than 

we feared. We now need to 
know the terms of the SNP’s 
deal with Lloyd’s Bank, which 
owns the Loch Seaforth. Who 
is responsible for mainte-
nance and, in the event of 
breakdown or serious failure, 
where does responsibility 
lie for ensuring alternative 
provision?’

Ms MacCorquodale said the 
vessel is showing ‘alarming 
signs of unreliability’ at this 
early stage in its life.

‘SNP ministers have already 
refused to provide cover 
for the freight service on 
grounds of cost, having � rst 
claimed falsely that no vessels 
were available for lease,’ she 
continued. ‘But what is the 
cost to the Western Isles of 
unreliable ferry services, 
imposed from Edinburgh by 
people who appear to care 
little for the implications?’

READMORE
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k

GETINVOLVED
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

Sta� 
Better quali� ed sta�  means 
better service for you.

Our continued part-
nership with the Social 
Enterprise Academy has 
again enormously bene� t-
ted our sta�  this month. 

� ree of the team had a 
great time at an academy 
leadership course earlier in 
the month. � is was a one-
day introductory session 
which will lead to further 
sessions to improve their 
skills. We’re so fortunate 
to have a resource like the 
academy. Its input and 
experience has a direct, im-
mediate bene� t to Atlantis 
and everyone who works 
and uses the centre.

Swim teacher
We organised a 
UKCC Level One 
Teaching Aquatics course 
over two weekends in 
September. � e course 
had eight participants 
from Oban and two from 
Lochaber. We recognise the 
importance in making sure 

regular courses are held in 
the area to support the vital 
skill of teaching people to 
swim.

Atlantis Leisure runs 
Oban Swim School, which 
teaches 500 children to 
swim each week. 

� e swim school also 
allows the children to 
participate in their rookie 
lifesaving awards which 
allows children to learn the 
fundamentals with an adult 
they know and trust. We 
also have a friendly 
adult swimming session 
on a Monday evening. � is 
caters for all adults – from 
those who might have a 
fear of the water to those 
who just wish to perfect 
their technique.

Events
We are again teaming up 
with Hope2Oban to host a 
LockIn overnight tomor-
row, Friday October 26. 

� is is a fun event that 
sees Atlantis turned into a 
giant youth club through-
out the night for S1 children 
from Oban High School. 
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� e timelines of our lives are 
a constantly moving mix of 
warm memories and  regrets 
of the past, hopes, dreams 
and fears for the future, 
trying to make the most of 
the present, and at all stages 
marvelling at the accelerating 
rate with which the years are 
� ying past.

In 2019, we will be celebrat-
ing the 20-year anniversary of 
when we started Skipinnish 
and it feels as if it has passed 
by in a quick blur while we 
were busy doing other things.

Looking back at the very 
early days of the band is some-
thing we have been doing a lot 
in the past wee while as we 
plan a few big events for next 
year.

A most enriching aspect of 
being a musician is the oppor-
tunity it gives to meet people 
in many areas of the country 
and lots of those we have met 
will last in  memory until my 
accordion has played its last 
tune, I have written my last 
song and had my last breath.

One of those whose mem-
ory will endure is the late 
Alex ‘Baitch’ MacDonald 
from  Morar. I am writing 

this column late on the night 
before I’ll travel north to 
his  funeral, and thinking 
about Alex brings back the 
most amazing memories of 
playing in the Marine Hotel in 
Mallaig in summer 1999.

Alex, who had been a � sh-
erman, was a friend of my 
father but I didn’t meet him 
myself until the � rst  gig we 
did in Mallaig. I had heard a 
lot about him over the years so 
meeting him for the � rst time 
was a great occasion.

At that gig and every other 
we subsequently played in 
the Marine, Alex would join 
us for a few songs. � e Silver 
Sands of Morar and Come By 
the Hills were his specialities 
and what a voice he had.

� e Marine was at that time 
under the ownership of the 
Ironsides, who combined  the 
� nest hospitality with a 
tightly-run ship. � ese gigs 
were absolutely wild and 
the  atmosphere was like no 
other venue we’ve played in 
since.

Andrew and I would be 
squashed in the corner under 
the window blasting out the 
tunes, o� en joined by  an-

other friend, the late Patrick 
Morrison, usually straight in 
from sea still in his blue boiler 
suit and wellies, playing the 
spoons.

� e whole place would be 
a seething force of dancing, 
drinking, romancing, 
shouting, singing, laughing 
and there was  always a hint 
of the Wild West. Victor, the 
barman, would be in control 
but not enough to dampen the 
electric atmosphere.

It was a mark of the respect 
in which Alex ‘Baitch’ was 
held that when he took the mi-
crophone to sing, the whole 
bar would settle down, listen 
to his incredible voice  and 
sing along with him. Not 
many people could have had 
that e� ect on a bar full of such 
a wild crowd of drink-fuelled 
� shermen and young Mallaig 
revellers.

He did it with a gentle 
smile and an ease of friendly 
charisma that marked him 
out as one of the � nest and 
kindest characters of the west 
coast. As Alex will be laid to 
rest tomorrow these thoughts 
and memories will be pass-
ing warmly through my mind.

Misneachd’s 
radical plan 
for Gaelic
Gaelic grassroots campaign 
group Misneachd has pub-
lished its alternative national 
Gaelic plan which challenges 
the Scottish Government 
and Bòrd na Gàidhlig to take 
more action.

� e document, A Radical 
Plan for Gaelic,  notes Gaelic 
is rapidly weakening as a 
community language and 
claims this is being largely 
ignored by the Scottish 
Government and the o�  cial 
Gaelic development agency 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

� e ‘radical plan’, presented 
and discussed in events 
organised by Misneachd in 
Dunoon to coincide with 
the Royal National Mòd, 
is intended to be a critical 
and constructive response 

to the third National Gaelic 
Language Plan (2018–2023) 
which was published in April.

At the time of the national 
plan’s release, there were 
concerns politicians and 
Gaelic organisations made 
little mention of research 
showing the crisis of Gaelic in 
heartland communities - an 
issue which was highlighted 
in a 2011 report on Shawbost, 
Lewis, commissioned by 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig. � e report 
showed that transmission of 
the language to children was 
greatly weakened and the 
language had lost its position 
as the default community 
language.

Disappointed that the issues 
raised in this 2011 report 
were not included in the latest 

National Gaelic Language 
Plan, Misneachd uses the 
recommendations from the 
Shawbost report as a starting 
point. 

It argues strengthening 
Gaelic in heartland commu-
nities is essential if other key 
policies, such as expansion 
of Gaelic-medium education 
and broadcasting, are to be 
sustainable in Scotland.

� e plan recognises signif-
icant additional government 
funding would be needed to 
achieve these aims. However, 
it argues existing policies and 
funding streams could also be 
used more e� ectively.

� e plan emphasises that 
grassroots community activ-
ism with a progressive ethos 
is key to success.
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BUSINESS NEWS
SSC nominated 
for three awards
The Scottish Salmon Company (SSC) has 
been nominated in three categories at 
this year’s The Drum B2B Brave Awards.

SSC will compete for the title of Best 
Brand Campaign, Best Product Launch 
Campaign and Best ROI campaign 
following the launch of new premium 
Scottish farmed salmon brand Loch-
lander into the North American market 
earlier this year.

The campaign behind this new 
premium export brand has helped SSC 
make waves in the North American 
seafood market and reinforce the 
company’s commitment to guaranteed 
Scottish provenance.

Now in their second year, The Drum 
B2B Brave Awards celebrate campaigns 
which have made a signi� cant impact 
in the B2B marketing sector across 31 
categories. 

The winners of the global awards will 
be announced at a gala ceremony on 
November 15 at the Edison Ballroom in 
New York.

Lochlander Salmon was developed 
exclusively by SSC for the export 
market and is tailored speci� cally for 
restaurateurs, upmarket hotels and 
top-class chefs.

Craig Anderson, chief executive at 
SSC, said: ‘To be nominated in three 
categories at The Drum B2B Brave 
Awards is great recognition of our 
commitment to our premium export 
brand Lochlander, building important 
relationships with the global food 
market, as well as supporting Scottish 
producers.’

Connel electrical contractor Kenneth Ferguson 
has become the � rst winner of a new accolade 
awarded   at a ceremony hosted by SELECT, 
Scotland’s largest trade association.

� e campaigning body for the electrotechni-
cal sector in Scotland chose the small company 
set up near Oban just over a decade ago as the 
inaugural winner in the new  Best Medium-
sized Contractor category.

� e latest award opportunity was hotly con-
tested by those of the 1,250 SELECT members 
whose turnover is in the range of £250,000 to 
£1 million.

Kenneth  Ferguson  Electrical Contractor 
was established in 2006 and has carved out a 
substantial business in the Oban area providing 
domestic, commercial and industrial services.

‘We had a fantastic night. It’s good for a small 
business in Argyll to be recognised. It’s great for 
Oban and Connel,’ said Mr Ferguson, who took 
his team, including apprentices, to the awards 
ceremony.

Darrell Matthews, SELECT managing direc-
tor said: ‘SELECT member companies come in 
all sizes, from small local enterprises to national 
and multinational groups. We wanted to recog-
nise with this award the important role played 
by mid-size � rms.

‘Especially in non-metropolitan areas, 
medium-sized companies can be signi� cant 
employers and Kenneth  Ferguson  Electrical 
Contractor has built a substantial and growing 
presence in its local area.

‘It undertakes a whole host of work, including 

Connel electrician is fi rst 
winners of industry award

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

renewable installations and the company is 
beginning to explore other aspects of growing 
markets, including the installation of electrical 
vehicle charging points.’

� e award was presented by Dylan Mans� eld, 
of award sponsor Whitecro�  Lighting, at a 
gathering at the Radisson Blu in the centre of 
Glasgow on October 12.

One of Scotland’s most popular radio and tel-
evision personalities, Shereen Nanjiani, hosted 
the event, which was attended by a wide range 
of companies, from major electrical enterprises 

to local � rms, illustrating the diversity and 
strength of Scotland’s electrical sector.

Kenneth  Ferguson  Electrical Contractor, 
which became an Approved Certi� er of 
Construction in 2008, operates in a number 
of � elds, including, domestic and commercial 
installation, solar PV installations and testing.

Alan Wilson, head of membership and 
communications at SELECT, said: ‘In this � rst 
year of the new Best Medium-sized Contractor, 
Kenneth  Ferguson Electrical Contractor has 
been a very worthy winner.’

Dylan Mans� eld of award sponsor Whitecroft Lighting with winners Fiona and Kenneth 
Ferguson and also Shereen Nanjiani, who hosted the awards event.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 25 October 2018 15

Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Digital workshop is to take place on Benbecula
Businesses in the Outer Hebrides 
are being given the opportunity 
to learn how to create the most 
e� ective digital strategy for their 
� rms from a leading expert in the 
� eld.

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) has launched 
a range of digital strategy 
workshops, as part of its 
Entrepreneurial Academy.

� e Delivering a Digital 
Strategy workshop, which is free 
to attend, will be in Benbecula on 
November 15, followed by other 
workshops, including in Oban 
and Fort William.

At the Benbecula workshop, 
businesses will be guided 
through digital channels and 
shown the best techniques and 
tactics to achieve their goals, 
from securing more sales to 
increasing brand awareness and 
improving customer support.

Delivered by Gary Ennis, of 
digital training consultancy 
NSDesign, he will explain how 
the modern customer researches 
and purchases, how Google 

works and why you may not be 
getting the results you want. 
Attendees will also be given an 
overview of social media plat-
forms and which ones to priori-
tise, as well as ideas for content.

Gary said: ‘� e digital land-
scape changes daily, and if you’re 
not aware of how to be found, 

how to stand out and how to be 
trusted, then you face an uphill 
struggle as consumers turn to 
these channels to � nd you … or 
not, as the case may be.

‘At Benbecula, we’ll look at dig-
ital strategies, review the websites 
of attendees, looking at whether 
they’re optimised for mobile and 

reviewing search engine optimi-
sation (SEO), review social media 
platforms, including paid-for 
advertising, and we’ll be giving 
advice on cyber security.

‘We’ve designed the workshop 
to be fun and engaging.’

Mairi Buchanan, senior devel-
opment manager for the Outer 
Hebrides at HIE, added: ‘With so 
many digital channels available 
to businesses, it can o� en be 
di�  cult to identify the best ones 
for your target market or to cre-
ate campaigns that successfully 
engage your audience. � at’s 
why we’re delighted to have Gary 
coming to Benbecula to share his 
knowledge.

‘If you are unsure how to make 
digital work harder for you, then 
I would encourage you to attend.’

� e Benbecula Delivering a 
Digital Strategy workshop is 
at the Dark Island Hotel on 
November 15. Full details of 
all Entrepreneurial Academy 
workshops and links to sign up 
can be found at: www.hie.co.uk/
entrepreneurship

Gary Ennis will deliver the digital workshop.

Whisky exports 
rise to nearly £2bn
Scotch whisky exports increased in the 
� rst half of 2018 to £1.97 billion, a 10.8 
per cent rise in the value of exports 
against the same period last year. 

The analysis of o�  cial HMRC � gures 
published by the Scotch Whisky Associa-
tion (SWA) also shows the volume of 
exports increased by 5.6 per cent to 
almost 558 million bottles.

Single malts continue to grow in 
popularity, with exports up 14.4 per cent 
to £550 million in the � rst six months 
of the year. Single malts now make up 
28 per cent of the value of all Scotch 
shipped overseas. Exports of blended 
whisky grew too, rising 8.9 per cent to 
an export valuation of £1.26 billion.

Scotch whisky, which has been export-
ed all over the world for 150 years, is 
now being shipped to major emerging 
markets at a faster rate than ever before. 
Exports to China in the � rst six months 
of 2018 were up 34.8 per cent, to £36.3 
million, with India increasing by 44.4 per 
cent to over £56 million. The US remains 
the largest export market by value at 
over £400 million, with France largest by 
volume at almost 90 million bottles.
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When cowboys rode the Great Glen

No one travelling along the A82 between Fort 
William and Spean Bridge can fail to see two 
unusual white buildings by the roadside with 
‘Great Glen Cattle Ranch’ written across them 
and speculate about their origin.

� ese concrete shelters owe their existence to 
Joseph W Hobbs (1891-1963), Scotland’s � rst 
and most successful cattle rancher who, two 
years a� er the end of the Second World War, 
boldly went where few farmers in the west 
Highlands had dared to go before.

When he was nine years old, Joe, the son of 
a Hampshire yeoman-farmer emigrated to 
British Columbia with his family. � ere, with 
his father and younger brother, he helped to 
develop 480 acres of unbroken land. 

He visited Scotland during the 1914-18 war 
with the Royal Naval Air Service and returned 
to Canada as the representative of a number of 
Scottish whisky distillers establishing covert 
outlets across America from east to west and 
from the Yukon to Panama at the time of 
Prohibition.

Returning to London in 1930, he started 
a whisky export business of his own. In 
� ve years he did so well that he was able to buy 
distilleries in Stonehaven, Forres and Islay, 
and build one at Fettercairn, Kincardineshire.

He was attracted to Lochaber by the Ben 
Nevis Distillery.  Taking a liking to the 
countryside, he purchased 3,500 acres of the 
Inverlochy Estate from Lord Abinger in 1945. 
� is brought him not only a salmon river but 
a dairy farm with its herd of tested cattle, a 
sheep farm at Achindaul, and the imposing 
Inverlochy Castle.

� e entrepreneurial Joe Hobbs had no plans 
to retire or become a tweeded Highland laird 
moving sedately between his castle, distillery, 
the river and his factor’s o�  ce. He wanted a 
new interest and he found it in cattle.

In 1939, Lord Abinger had o� ered the castle 
and home farm to the government as an agri-
cultural training centre, which they accepted 
but, with the outbreak of war, the o� er was 
withdrawn.

In the post-war years there was a huge 
demand for beef from around the world. Joe 
saw  this as an opportunity to make another 
fortune and grasped it quickly and � rmly.

‘� e way the Canadians run prairie ranches 
has always interested me,’ he said, ‘so one day, 
when I saw a vast stretch of Highland hill land 
going cheap on my doorstep, I took it over.’

He began with 35 acres and by 1958 had re-
claimed 1,260 acres of bog, rock and bracken; 
had thousands of yards of  drains dug and 
erected miles of fences. 

Once the ground was limed from his nearby 
quarry, it was good enough to sustain 600 
breeding cows which in a decade produced 
2,000 tons of prime beef.

‘I send them to the markets when they’re only 
10 months old, then they go to the southern 
pastures to fatten.

‘� e trouble in Britain is the lack of cattle 
breeders on a large scale. Shortage of land is 
a big factor. You need money, but it’s the only 
way. My own little unit cost me £20,000 in ma-
chinery  and £50,000 to stock up with cattle. 
But I got out of the red a� er � ve years and now 
I’m making money.

‘Dammit,’ said the Highlands’ answer to 
Lord Sugar, ‘I wouldn’t be doing it if I wasn’t.’

To reclaim rocky wasteland and sheep-sick 
slopes on which to run more cattle, Joe im-
ported the latest agricultural machinery from 
Canada. 

He planted thousands of trees for shelter and 
to replace timber which had been cut down 
during the First and Second World Wars. He 
built houses, some at the rate of one a day, for 
his distillery and estate employees.

� is was a man in a hurry and he did not 
spare himself, even working alongside his 
team of bonneted Lochaber ‘cowboys’ on 
horseback rounding up the preferred West of 
Ireland Connemara cattle on the rugged hill-
sides in true Western  style, although lariats, 
sombreros and chaps-leggings were discarded!

� e Great Glen Cattle Ranch attracted 
ridicule as well as wide interest and praise. 
His plans for carrying a huge herd of cattle 
on Highland deer forests right round the year 
were dismissed as romantic nonsense. 

But reclamation on a vast scale allowed him 
to grow grass for the cattle and  their calves 
during the summer and provide winter keep 
for the whole herd.

Soon this human dynamo and his pio-
neering passion came to the attention of the 
government. Keen to see more  cattle raised 
in the Highlands, Joe hosted a visit by Hector 
McNeill, MP and Secretary of State for 
Scotland.

Impressed by what he saw, McNeill an-
nounced publicly: ‘Mr Hobbs is doing many 

valuable  things for Great Britain; producing 
beef in quantity where none was produced 
before; producing  silage which is a valuable 
conditioning factor for beef and a good form 
of winter feeding; turning bracken-infested 
hillsides into quality farmland; introducing 
new ideas in an area capable of helping to 
feed the nation and testing the possibility of 
creating � sh oil for cattle feeding.’

Plans were afoot to equip the Torlundy lime 
quarry with modern machinery not only to 
meet the  demands of the Highland building 
industry but, more importantly, to avoid 
having to import it from England.

Fort William – 100 miles nearer to America 
than Glasgow – was to be developed as an 
ocean port; a pulp/paper mill would be built 
at Corpach; a better rail network would serve 
the Highlands and open up the mountains to 
tourists from all over the world.

Mr Hobbs, ahead of his time, was certainly 
making things hum in Fort William in 
the 1940s and 1950s. Little wonder he was 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines
The Iona Community has completed 
phase one of its refurbishment project in 
Iona Abbey and needs a � nal £400,000 
by the end of 2018 so that the residential 
and community space can reopen in 
time for Easter 2020.

During 2018, the Iona Community’s ac-
commodation and facilities on the island 
have been made more accessible for 
visitors: bathrooms have been replaced 
to suit people with disabilities, a lift has 
been installed and lighting has been 
improved to create a safer environment 
in the 1930s accommodation.

The volunteers and sta�  on the 
island have now started packing up 
the building so that phase two of the 
project can begin: linking the centre to 
the island’s renewable energy resources, 
installing a sustainable heating system, 
replacing electrics and refurbishing the 
bedrooms, bathrooms and the refectory.

The Iona Community has raised 
more than £3.3 million for the capital 
project on the island. More than 1,300 
individual donations, ranging from £2 
to an unexpected £882,000 from the 
Ark of the Covenant Church through 
the Charity Commission. In excess of $1 
million was donated from friends and 
foundations in the USA.

The community now needs £400,000 
by the end of 2018 to minimise how long 
the abbey accommodation is closed 
to guests and the resulting impact on 
Iona’s economy.

Reverend Kathy Galloway, co-leader 
of the Iona Community, said: ‘The 
generosity of our members, friends and 
associates has made this progress possi-
ble, and we now just need help crossing 
the line of our fundraising campaign.
The Iona Community welcomes around 
1,500 guests to the island each year, 
and we want to welcome people from 
all walks of life for generations to come. 
Improved heating and insulation mean 
we can extend our season to welcome 
more people. At the moment, many 
rooms are too cold to use past October 
and before March.’

Iona Abbey in
appeal for 
� nal £400,000

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

We are indebted this week to R Middleton, from Stronvaar Avenue in Campbeltown for 
giving us this splendid photograph of three boats tied up at Bunessan Pier on Mull in 
1974. They are the Raylight, Ka�  r and Glencloy.

Early tour coaches in Fort William. Charabancs getting ready to leave Gordon Square. 
From the Roamer archive.

When cowboys rode the Great Glen

Joe Hobbs and his Highland cowboys on the Great Glen Cattle Ranch (main photograph); 
Inverlochy Castle, now a hotel, ranked as second in Europe and fourth in the world in this 
year’s annual awards from the Travel and Leisure World Group; and Lord Abinger, who 
built Inverlochy Castle. Photographs: ICIM Collection

made a Freeman of Lochaber along with Sir 
Donald Walter Cameron of Lochiel KT, chief 
of Clan Cameron and Lord Lieutenant of 
Inverness-shire.

Two more contrasting personalities would be 
hard to � nd. Lochiel, tall, aristocratic, belying 
his years, rarely out of Highland dress, and the 
romantic Gaelic speaking clan chief to the life. 

Chubby Joe Hobbs, shipping magnate, naval 
veteran and bootlegger speaking with a slight 
transatlantic drawl, and a comparative new-
comer to Lochaber.

� e previous occupants of Inverlochy 
Castle appeared in Burke’s Landed Gentry. 
� e Hobbs did not and, as a result, some of 
the Lochaber class-conscious brigade looked 
down their noses at them – that is until their 
annual cocktail party at the castle which was 

considered the best for miles around and not 
to be missed.

If Joe was popular in Lochaber, so too was 
his wife when she said at a conference in 
Edinburgh on the development of services for 
pensioners, that she was very keen on giving 
large drams to old people. 

‘It helps buck them up no end,’ she an-
nounced. ‘Whenever I go visiting in the 
Highlands I always carry a bottle of whisky in 
my handbag. It works wonders.’

Mrs Hobbs said that on one occasion a large 
dram had succeeded where a doctor and a 
priest had failed to persuade an old man to go 
into a home for treatment. 

Later, when asked, she said she paid for the 
whisky herself, but did not mind because the 
old folk enjoyed it so much.
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YOUR PICTURESDredging of Black 
Lynn should be 
council’s top priority 
It is impossible not to have sympathy for 
Soroba Road resident Hugh Carmichael 
and the businesses so badly a� ected by the 
� ooding in the town in recent weeks.

Mr Carmichael says this was the sixth 
occasion on which his home has been 
inundated and that he fears for his own 
safety and that of his wife. Understandably, 
he emphasises that it was only luck that 
enabled him to shut down his electricity 
supply before the rising waters engulfed his 
property.

A number of businesses this week tell us 
of their experiences and the substantial 
amounts of money lost and costs incurred as 
a result of the � ooding.

Some of them say they are considering 
compensation claims against Argyll and 
Bute Council. � at will be a matter for the 
civil court system to decide but it brings 
into even sharper focus the urgent necessity 
of learning lessons from these � oods and 
acting to prevent a repeat.

� e � rst priority, as � agged up by Mr 
Carmichael, is to dredge the Black Lynn 
burn. SEPA and the council need to get their 
acts together on this immediately.

TV series is awaited 
with great interest
� ere can be few better endorsements for 
the brilliant part of the world in which we 
live than for a celebrity of Gordon Ramsay’s 
stature to announce: ‘Oban, Bonnie 
Scotland. Seriously beautiful. I’m moving 
here.’

� at was a message posted on social media 
by the chef during the making this year of 
the three-part programme Gordon, Gino 
and Fred: Road Trip, which visited Oban, 
Seil and Argyll back in the summer.

� e episode screens tonight (� ursday) 
and we await it with keen anticipation.

Rest and Be Thankful 
problems will continue
I have been driving over the Rest and Be 
� ankful for 56 years and have a long and ac-
curate memory. I have been a member for many 
years of the A83 Taskforce.

I have strenuously argued that the Rest land-
slide problem must be solved, to stop wasting 
money on ‘mitigation measures’ and � nd a 
permanent and safe solution to these endless 
landslides over the past 10 years.

Money has been wasted on widening, resurfac-
ing and upgrading the Old Military Road with 
white lining, speed bumps and pedestrian posts 
on the lower stretch. It has been a total waste 
money as this option is presently unavailable.

As I have predicted at taskforce meetings, 
heavy landslides could and will take out both 
routes, particularly at the top end as the steepest 
and most dangerous slopes are where the Old 
Military Road is at its closest to the A83. � e 
recent landslides prove this.

Transport Scotland (TS) commissioned a 
report to evaluate the options and provide and 
protect the A83 in Glen Croe, which is Argyll’s 
M8. � e cheapest option was chosen to create 
a diversion route using the Old Military Road. 
Ever since TS has being trying to justify this 
� awed decision and has never accepted any other 
plan and then obstructed any sensible discussion 
about a permanent solution.

I suggested six years ago building a concrete 
structure on the line of the present diggings 
creating a 600m x 4m structure which could 
be easily blended into the hillside lessening any 
environmental impact. Installation of gates and 
permanent tra�  c lights could easily and quickly 
be activated whenever there are adverse weather 
warnings giving peace of mind to travellers.

I have constantly asked what the cost are of 
removing debris in the high nets in one-ton bags 
using helicopters, demolishing large boulders 
sometimes using explosives on this an already 
unstable hillside and the replacement of expen-
sive security netting.

� is was denied as ‘commercially sensitive’ 
information. I was fobbed o�  at a taskforce meet-
ing of my tunnel suggestion as it would require a 
1.2km tunnel and would cost £120 million and 
lead to long road closures during construction.

Transport Scotland’s design was wrong, 
visually obtrusive and used to in� ate the cost to 
make it unviable.

Absolute nonsense.
� e present holding pits have been excavated 

without disruption. A tunnel on this line would 
avoid digging down an extra eight metres, as they 
are doing at present, use precast concrete roof 
and side panels and then further strengthening 
if deemed necessary. � is would save money and 
protect the A83.

With climate change, these slides will continue 
and perhaps be more severe so an urgent solution 
is required before there is a fatal incident.

I call on our political leaders and Transport 
Scotland to solve the Rest closures and urgently 
address this long-running problem and adopt 
a proper strategy. I hope our new Transport 
Minister brings a fresh and constructive view 

to the next taskforce meeting. Argyll demands a 
permanently protected A83.

Donald Clark,
� e George Hotel, Inveraray.

Government’s cheap option 
for A83 has clearly failed
� e recent engineering works carried out by 
the Scottish Government to try to solve the 
problems at the Rest and Be � ankful have 
clearly failed their � rst test.

� ose out working on the hillside in appalling 
conditions have done their best, as have Western 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, simply 

send it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post 
it to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB or hand it in to our o�  ces in Cran-
nog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, or in High Street, Fort William. 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Mòd Nàiseanta eile 
seachad agus tha mi’ n 
dòchas gum bheil daoine 
air tilleadh  dhachaigh le 
deagh chuimhneachain, agus 
cuideachd air an ath-mhis-
neachadh a thaobh an cuid 
dìleab cànain agus cultar.

Mar a bha mi ag ràdh roim-
he chan eil teagamh nach eil 
leithid aimsir a’ toirt buaidh 
air an seòrsa cuimhne a bhios 
againn air leithid de thacha-
rtas ach na mo bheachd � ìn 
tha ùrachadh eòlais air seann 
charaidean agus tlachd eòlais 
air caraidean ùra os cionn 
sin.

Bidh mòran a’ cur luach 
nach beag air èisteachd agus 
coinneachadh ris a’ chomh-
lan Ceolraidh a shiubhail à 
Buenos Aires gus pàirt a gh-
abhail aig a’ Mhòd Nàiseanta.

Ged a tha freumhan an du-
alchais aig cuid aca gun teag-
amh, tha sin da-rìribh fada 
air ais ach dhearbh iad gun 
deach aca air faclan nan òrain 
ionnsachadh gu fìor mhath 
agus gun robh iad air greime-
achadh air a cheòl cuideachd. 
� a � chead bliadhna bho 
thòisich Guillermo Santana 
MacKinlay air a’ Ghàidhlig 
ionnsachadh agus sann nuair 
a thòisich e air feadhainn eile 
oideachadh a smaoinich e air 

òrain mar mheadhan air a’ 
chànan a theagasg dhaibh.

B’ e ceum dearbhaidh 
air-leth a bh ’ann dhaibh 
tighinn thar a Chuain Shiar 
gus an cuid ealantais ciùil is 
cainnt � oillseachadh aig a’ 
Mhòd Nàiseanta! Mo mhìle 
beannachd aca, agus tha 
mi’ n dòchas gun d’ � uair 
iad misneachadh cumail air 
adhart leis a’ Ghàidhlig agus 
an cuid seinn, agus ‘s dòcha 
� ù ’s tilleadh chun Mhòd uair 
eile!

Sin gun teagamh an t-amas 
a bhios aig mòran de na far-
paisich a bha an sàs an Dùn 
Omhain, agus � ad ’s a bhios 
luchd-tadhail is èisteachd a’ 
dol air ais am bogadh nan 
saoghal obrach àbhaisteach 
bidh luchd seinn is eile a’ 
tòiseachadh air deasachadh 
airson an ath Mhòd! Chan 
iadsan a-mhàin a tha ri leithid 
sin! Ann am bitheantas a-nise 
tha obair deasachaidh a’ dol 
aig an aon àm airson suas ri 
ceithir Mhòdan Nàiseanta, 
agus tha Comataidhean 
Eagrachaidh fa- leth trang a’ 
tional airgid agus a’ sireadh 
taice de gach seòrsa.

‘S e pàirt den obair 
deasachadh sin � osrachadh 
a’ sgaoileadh feadh choim-
hearsnachd gnìomhachais 

sgìrean aoigheachd gach 
Mòd gus luchd gnothaich a’ 
bhrosnachadh gus barrachd 
ceangal a dhèanamh leis na 
tachartasan. Cha bu chòir 
leisgeul neo nàire sam bith a 
bhi oirnn sin a shùileachadh 
bhuapa is measadh neo-eisi-
meil air gach Mòd Nàiseanta 
a’ sealltainn gum bheil e a’ 
cur buannachd eaconamach 
eadar a dhà gu-leth agus trì 
gu-leth millean not ri sgìre 
aoigheachd a’ Mhòid gach 
bliadhna.

Encouraged by participation 
in the Royal National Mòd in 
Dunoon, many competitors 
will soon start their prepa-
ration for next year’s event in 
Glasgow.

Up to four  National Mòds 
are in preparation at any one 
time, with local organising 
committees raising  funds 
and seeking to attract 
business support in the 
host areas. � ey should feel 
no  embarrassment in asking 
for such support when the 
Mòd host area is shown to 
gain an economic bene� t of 
more than £2.5 million.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@ obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Ferries. � e problem is that the SNP government 
did not invest the cash required to solve the 
problem.

� e SNP chose the cheapest of the options pre-
sented to them by consultants. � ey were warned 
repeatedly that this cheap solution would not 
keep the road open, but they chose to ignore 
these warnings.

When the Old Military Road was � rst sug-
gested as the route for an emergency relief road, 
the SNP were warned that debris would fall 
down the hillside and block it. � ey ignored this 
warning too.

� e relief road should follow the route of the 

forest track on the southern slopes of the glen. 
Let us hope that this time the message actually 
gets through to the SNP – they must invest the 
money required to keep the A83 open. If they do 
not, the economy of Argyll and Bute will su� er 
even more damage.

Alan Reid, Councillor for Cowal ward.

Thanks to emergency 
services and NHS on Mull
I moved to Mull from London to retire in May 
this year and have been busy setting up home.

Unfortunately, while I was alone at home, on 
Saturday September 29 a new, and with � rst use, 
DVD player went on � re, and the � re and smoke 
has caused a lot of damage to my house.

Additionally, I spent two nights in the Mull 
and Iona Community Hospital with smoke 
inhalation. � e whole experience has been very 
traumatic but I am improving.

I wondered if you might be able to publish a 
heartfelt thank you to all the emergency services 
on Mull who so promptly attended the � re and 
for their professionalism, care and help.

David Anderson, Garmony, Mull.

Interested in starting an 
Oban in Bloom team?
I was interested to see a letter in � e Oban 
Times recently from Iain Gillespie, chairman 
of Bute in Bloom, passing on a comment from 
some visitors to Oban who had been told that 
the wonderful state of the seafront gardens in 
Rothesay was due to the fact that the leader of 
Argyll and Bute Council was a resident.

I have visited Rothesay a number of times 
recently and have enjoyed the beautifully main-
tained � ower beds, the immaculate  grass areas, 
the lovely fountain playing – everything that a 
seaside resort should have.

I couldn’t help wondering why Oban’s seafront 
could not be similarly beautiful and local in-
quiries came up with the same reason – all the 
money goes to Rothesay.

Congratulations to Iain and his brother who 
do so much good work to help the local council 
make Rothesay’s gardens beautiful.

Oban once had an Oban in Bloom team, so why 
can’t we start this up again? We have a young 
Keep Oban Beautiful group here and maybe 
if we had more support we could help to bring 
Oban up to Rothesay’s high standard.  What 
about it?

Maurice Wilkins,
Keep Oban Beautiful.

This week’s photograph was sent to us 
by Ann Fraser from Connel who said: ‘It 
was taken from Oban Esplanade. The 
light was lovely and silhouetted the 
boats at the pontoons.’

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION

HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 
& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

martinboylecontracting@gmail.com

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water approved contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Established 2005  •  Isle of  Jura
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A new shore facilities building for 
Ulva Ferry’s pontoons has been 
given the go-ahead following a 
£275,000 grant from the Scottish 
Land Fund.

In 2016, Mull and Iona Community 
Trust (MICT) and Ulva School 
Community Association (USCA) 
installed a pontoon at Ulva Ferry, 
providing safe berthing and embar-
kation on Mull’s north-west coast 
for sailors and other marine users, 
as well as for tourists visiting Sta� a 
and the Treshnish Isles.

� e shore facilities building will 
include showers, toilets, a launder-

ette, multifunction space, including 
shop area, community meeting 
space, visitor interpretation and two 
bunk rooms. � ere will be improved 
car parking, three motorhome hook-
ups and a waste disposal point.

� e Scottish Land Fund award 
will cover the majority of the cost 
of the purchase of the site as well as 

revenue costs to develop the project 
further.

Moray Finch, MICT general man-
ager, said: ‘� is latest award from 
the Scottish Land Fund will help us 
complete the Ulva Ferry pontoon 
development, which was originally 
conceived a� er community consul-
tations in 2011 and 2012.

‘� e shore facilities building will 
contribute further to economic 
development and regeneration of 
the area and, as such, it is a vital part 
of our work to help the community 
in Ulva Ferry.’

USCA convener Josh Liddle add-

ed: ‘We see the development of shore 
facilities as essential for the future 
viability of the pontoon project. 
� is will provide economic bene� ts, 
including sustaining and creating 
jobs in the community.

‘With the area becoming notice-
ably busier, visitors to the shore 
facilities will also support local 
businesses, including restaurants, 
and there is the potential for further 
business development. USCA is 
committed to work with MICT to 
ensure the project develops with the 
best interests of the community at 
its heart.’

Following four burst pipes in four 
months at Crianlarich, MSP Bruce 
Crawford wrote to Scottish Water 
to ask what action would be taken 
to bring about a permanent solution.

Scottish Water has since respond-
ed, notifying Mr Crawford that 
investigation works are to be carried 
out with a view to improving the 
system.

It said: ‘We appreciate the in-
convenience of these bursts and 
are committed to undertaking 
improvements to the water network 
to reduce the chance of interruption 
to our customers’ supplies. I can 
con� rm these improvements are a 
priority and a solution is currently 
being developed through our engi-
neering design process.

‘I can advise that we have engaged 
with a contractor and will be writing 
to the community in the coming 
weeks to advise of site investigation 
works which will be undertaken to 
enable detailed design of the project.

‘Site investigation works will 
involve trial holes being dug to 
establish ground conditions and to 
locate underground utility services. 
Once these investigations are com-
plete, detailed design can be carried 
out and we will be able to advise on 
a start date for the works. We are 
exploring any opportunities to start 
as soon as possible.’

Mr Crawford said: ‘I am pleased 
this appears to have been taken se-
riously and that Scottish Water have 
listened to calls for a permanent 
solution to the problem.’ 

Mull opens its � rst 
‘community fridge’

CRAIGNURE

� e Mull and Iona Community 
Trust has opened a community 
fridge in Craignure Village Hall on 
the Isle of Mull – the � rst of its kind 
to be found on a Scottish island.

� e main purpose of the fridge is 
to reduce food waste: it is open to 
anyone who has spare food at home 
that would otherwise go to waste, 
and people can take the donated 
food from the fridge free.

� ere are some rules: the food 
must be sealed in its original pack-
aging and within the use-by date, 
and no alcohol or energy drinks 
are permitted. 

However, as well as being ben-
e� cial for locals, the fridge can 
also be used visitors who are on a 
self-catering holiday and have food 
le�  over.

� e fridge is part of the Re� ink 
MESS project, which is supported 
by a grant of £249,905 from the 

Scottish Government’s Climate 
Challenge Fund.

� e trust’s deputy general man-
ager Dot Stewart explained: ‘Most 
fridges are in urban settings, so 
ours is unusual in being in a rural, 
island location.

‘Not everyone had heard about 
community fridges before, but 
once we explained what it was and 
how it might work, people saw that 
it could be a useful service for the 
islands.’

It is also estimated that the 
UK family wastes £810 a year by 
throwing away food and drink 
which could have been eaten, and 
£3 billion per year is wasted by 
food industries.

She said food waste had impacted 
the UK in many ways: ‘In 2015 
UK household food waste was 7.3 
million tonnes. Saving some of this 
from being wasted will save money, 
help to slow down global warming 
and deforestation, and reduce food 
packaging waste.’

Claire Arnold, the ReThink MESS project administration assistant, 
and Ewan Baxter, the ReThink MESS project o�  cer, with the fridge.

by Jack MacGregor
editor@obantimes.co.uk

£275,000 grant means green light is given for Ulva Ferry building

Fundraising is well on the way to 
buying a de� brillator for Loch Awe 
boatyard, thanks to generous dona-
tions and the sale of ra�  e tickets. 

Tickets are on sale now for a hot 
supper at Ardbrecknish House on 
Saturday November 3, with enter-
tainment from   guitarist/vocalist 
Denny Dee to raise even more mon-
ey to get to the target. 

Tickets are £10 from the boatyard. 
Call 07703 112422 or 07899 459705.
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A sign of the times
� ere is understandable disappointment in its 
area over the likely sale of Ardchattan kirk.

As we report this week, the Ardchattan 
Kirk Session has asked Argyll presbytery for 
permission to sell the church and the request 
is currently under consideration.

Many people in the congregation have 
expressed their dismay, including John 
Campbell, a community councillor and a 
member of Ardchattan kirk’s congregational 
board.

On the positive side, it is reported that 
Ardchattan’s partner church, St Modan’s in 
Benderloch, will stay open.

� e news about Ardchattan is perhaps a 
sign of the times. Church attendance – for 
most denominations – is in decline in our 
increasingly secular age.

It is a picture being replicated across the 
region.

Our sister paper, the Argyllshire Advertiser, 
reported recently the closure of three church 
buildings in Mid Argyll.

As the Advertiser said, Christianity in 
Kilmartin Glen has a story going back to 
the very beginnings of the Celtic church in 
Scotland – more than 1,000 years of history.

� e present churches in Kilmichael 
Glassary, Kilmartin and Ford, the latest 
incarnations of church buildings going back 
hundreds of years, are to be closed as a result 
of declining congregations and rising costs.

It is an unfortunate development but, 
realistically, it is di�  cult to see any other 
course of action. As congregations shrink 
and costs of maintaining buildings rise, 
something has got to give.

Unsightly discharge
� ere is an unsightly discharge across the 
pavement in the middle of George Street at 
the entrance to Spice World, between the New 
Look and Superdrug stores.

Even in dry spells, the leakage stains the new 
� agstones across the width of the footpath.

I hope it is just water and not something more 
unpleasant being discharged. Either way, it has 
been like this for months and, to my mind, has 
been getting worse.

It is time the building’s owners took action to 
� x the problem.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Oban and Lorne Strathspey and Reel Society visits Ullapool

Oban and Lorne Strathspey and Reel Society 
continued its 75th consecutive year with a 
recent trip to Ullapool.

While there, members paid a visit to the 
famous Inverewe Gardens on one of the sun-
niest days of the month. � is was followed by 
a fundraising concert in the nearby village of 
Clachan, Loch Broom.

� e village had recently purchased its 
old kirk from the Church of Scotland as a 
community building and  is in much need of 
funds to improve and maintain the building.

� e concert performed by Oban � ddlers 
was the � rst of their fundraising activities 
and was well attended by the villagers. � e 
weekend drew to a close with the � ddlers 

playing for Ullapool Church of Scotland at 
its regular Sunday service.

� e society’s next planned concert is in 
April 2019 when it will hold its 75th annual 
� ddlers’ rally concert in the Corran Halls in 
Oban. Rehearsals are now under way in the 
Oban Guide Hall on � ursday evenings at 
7.30pm. All musicians will be most welcome.

Volunteers at Portsonachan  Squ-
irrel  Regeneration Project were 
annoyed when they found one of 
the specially-designed road signs 
had been stolen from the entrance 
to Argyll chalets between October 
5 and 7.

Signs had been erected along 
South Lochaweside to raise aware-
ness of red squirrels in the area.  

� e not-for-pro� t organisation 
relies on donations to fund ex-
penditure to help support the local 
population of these rare and iconic 
creatures.

Awakening in Argyll will be 
showing the inspirational � lm 
In Transition on � ursday 
November 1 from 7pm-9pm, 
telling stories of ordinary people 
doing extraordinary things in 
their communities. � e event will 
be followed with a community 
workshop on Sunday November 
11 from 2pm-5pm to explore how 
to build stronger, more sustain-

able and resilient communities 
that will thrive into the future. 
Both these events are open to 
everyone, by donation only, and 
will be in the Reading Room at 
the Victory Hall.

Oban and Lorn Riding for the 
Disabled has a Hallowe’en disco 
tomorrow (Friday October 26) 
at Glencruitten Golf Club from 
5.30-8.30pm. Prizes for best cos-
tumes, fun and games and ra�  e.

� ere will be a sponsored race 
night at Taynuilt Golf Club on 
Saturday October 27 at 7pm. 
Proceeds are in aid of course 
development and improvements.

Taynuilt quiz night is coming up 
on Saturday November 24 in the 
village hall at 7.30pm with Colin 
Will. Teams of up to � ve people. 
Tickets are available from the post 
o�  ce and include a light supper.

A Happy Hallowe’en school disco 
is on at Taynuilt school hall to-

morrow (Friday October 26), with 
games and dancing. Prizes for best 
costume and pumpkin. Entry is £1.

Taynuilt Musical Memories group 
meets on Wednesday October 31 
from 2.30pm-4pm at the sports 
pavilion for a lighthearted singing 
session. 

It is open to mature singers and 
non-singers alike and those with 
carers who would enjoy singing 
a selection of traditional Scottish 
songs and well-known romantic 
and popular tunes accompanied 
by piano and accordion. � e group 
meets on alternate Wednesdays. 
Call 01866 822628/822319 for more 
information.

Ration book tickets are on sale 
now at the post o�  ce for Taynuilt’s 
100th anniversary of Armistice Day 
celebrations on Sunday November 
11. � e event starts with a gathering 
at Taynuilt war memorial for a short 
remembrance and wreath-laying 
ceremony followed by a procession 
to the village hall. People are being 
encouraged to bring along drums 
and tambourines to play.

A traditional soup and sandwich-
es lunch will be served and there 

will be prizes for the best 1918 
costumes. Other highlights will 
include Good Old Days music and 
entertainment, a fun quiz and cel-
ebration   cakes. Donations on the 
day will go towards costs and there 
will be a collection for the Erskine 
Veterans Hospital.  � e event is 
being sponsored by Churches 
Together.

� e Atlantic Islands Centre is 
hosting a � sh and chips night and 
Hallowe’en quiz from 6pm-8pm 
on October 31. Fancy dress and 
guisers are welcome. Tickets are 
£8.50. Booking is a must on 01852 
314096.

Ardchattan parish quiz night is 
tomorrow (Friday October 26) 
at 7.30pm at the Victory Hall, 
Benderloch. Entry is £2.50 and 
includes a light supper. � ere will 
be a ra�  e in aid of charity. Teams 
of four to six people. Contact 
07771 996352 to book.

PORTSONACHAN 

BENDERLOCH

GLENCRUITTEN

TAYNUILT

LUING

ARDCHATTAN
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Concern for 
future of 
corncrakes
Corncrakes, one of the country’s rarest 
breeding birds, remain vulnerable in 
Scotland with counts showing their 
numbers are largely static following 
recent declines from a high in 2014, 
RSPB Scotland has warned.

In 2018, only 884 calling males were 
recorded during RSPB Scotland’s annual 
survey. This is a marginal increase of 
just two per cent (18 birds) from 2017, 
and still down 31 per cent from the 2014 
high of 1,289 males.

There were indications of slightly 
better results seen in some areas such 
as North and South Uist, with increases 
of 18 and 30 per cent respectively from 
last year, but these were outweighed by 
losses elsewhere, including at key sites 
such as Islay.

The fact that the species is languishing 
at low numbers and struggling to 
recover continues to prompt concern 
from RSPB Scotland that the long-term 
survival of these birds as a breeding 
species here is now under threat.

The organisation has renewed its 
call for urgent action to ensure that 
Scottish Government, crofters, farmers, 
land managers and the conservation 
community do all they can to protect 
corncrakes.

Corncrakes are shy, secretive 
land-dwelling relatives of coots and 
moorhens. 

Every year they migrate from their 
wintering grounds in central and 
southern Africa to breed in a few 
isolated pockets in Scotland, mostly 
on islands and the north-west coast on 
crofts or farmland.

Despite good knowledge of what 
this species needs to thrive, the 
precise causes of recent problems for 
corncrakes are not fully understood. 
Issues on the wintering grounds or on 
migration could be factors. 

It is the ideal gi�  for mountaineers, hillwalkers 
and outdoors enthusiasts with an emotional 
connection to the mighty mountains of the 
Highlands.

Four of Scotland’s � nest Munros have been 
o� ered for ‘adoption’ by the John Muir Trust – 
with the proceeds helping to fund conservation 
work on each of the mountains, including 
footpath repairs, landscape enhancement and 
wildlife protection.

For £25, members of the public can Adopt an 
Acre of Ben Nevis, Schiehallion in Perthshire, 
Blà Bheinn on Skye or Ladhar Bheinn in 
Knoydart for a year.

� e symbolic adoption scheme, launched in 
2016, has already proven a resounding success 
with hundreds of acres already adopted, gener-
ating valuable funds for conservation.

Daisy Clark from the John Muir Trust said: 
‘We’ve been delighted at the response to our 
Adopt an Acre scheme, with many people wel-
coming the opportunity to do something a bit 
di� erent as an alternative to the annual festive 
frenzy of consumerism that we all tend to get 
swept away with this time of year.

‘It’s the perfect gi�  for anyone who loves 
nature and the outdoors, whether seasoned 
climbers and Munro-baggers, walkers, wild-
life enthusiasts or those who just appreciate 
Scotland’s magni� cent mountain scenery.’

Gi�  packs include a certi� cate with a personal 
message to the recipient, information about 
your chosen mountain and details of the con-
servation work your gi�  supports.

� ose adopting two or more acres will also 
be able to choose from an exclusive mountain 
print or a new limited edition enamel keyring 
depicting the mountain of choice.

Ben Nevis  – loosely translated as ‘mountain 
with its head in the clouds’ – is the highest 
mountain in the British Isles, its 4411�  summit 
battered by 260 gales a year and almost year-
round snow cover. � e Ben attracts 100,000 
visitors every year.

Schiehallion derives its name from the Gaelic 

Mountains make a 
unique festive gift

The Adopt an Acre 
project will help to fund 
conservation work on Ben 
Nevis, above, Bla Bheinn, 
left, and other mountains, 
including footpath 
repairs, landscape 
enhancement and wildlife 
protection.

Sidh Chailleann, which means ‘fairy hill of 
the Caledonians’. � e popular mountain, 
which rises to 3,553 feet, was the site of a 
famous 18th-century experiment in weighing 
the world that in turn led to the invention of 
contour lines.

Blà Bheinn  (or Blaven) is an eastern outlier 
of the Black Cuillin on Skye, rising 3044 feet 
with fabulous views across to the mountains 
of Wester Ross on the mainland, over the 
Hebrides and out to the Atlantic Ocean. Its 

name is believed to be a combination of Norse 
and Gaelic, perhaps meaning ‘blue mountain’ 
or ‘sunny mountain’.

Ladhar Bheinn is  Scotland’s most westerly 
mainland Munro, in the heart of the Knoydart 
peninsula. � e mountain stands 3346�  high, 
with dramatic ridges, rugged crags and the 
awe-inspiring Dhorrcail Corrie. Pronounced 
‘laar-vinn’, the name of the mountain means 
‘hill of the hoof’ or ‘hill of the claw’.

www.johnmuirtrust.org/adoptana cre

MONEY FOR 
YOUR CLOTHES

Weighed and paid at your front door
Clothes in good condition, no stains, no rags, 

no underwear, no wet clothes, 
and good quality shoes and bedding.

All areas covered.

Tel 07950452395

Weighed and paid at your front door

Why donate when you can be paid?
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LOCHABER AND LORN  RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted be-
forehand for meet-up and start times. Car 
sharing usually possible and people can 
try before they buy. Further information 
at www.lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk 
Saturday October 27: 
Roshven to Kinlochmoidart by Sgurr 
Dhomhuill Mor, Moidart 
An exploration of the little-visited hills 
and lochs of Moidart, well o�  the beaten 
baggers tracks just to the N around Rois-
bhein. Some careful micro-navigation 
required.

Start at Roshven Hydro Power Station, 
NM719784. Limited parking is available in 
the vicinity.

Follow the Hydro road until it widens 
and starts to descend to the dam. Take 
the path that follows the fence-line 
above the deciduous woodland lining 
the Irine Burn. Cross the burn where 
convenient in the vicinity the shielings 
at NM722765. Climb E up the fall-line of 
Leac nam Fuaran to reach the crest of 
the escarpment over-looking Gleann 
Dubh. Turn SE up the crest to the summit 
of Sgurr Dhomhuill Mor, 713m. Turn SW 
and descend to a level area dotted with 
lochans, then SE again, down along the 
rim of Coire na Cloiche to a vantage point 
at NM744750 a� ording � ne views into 
Glen Moidart. Turn SW, descend over 
rocky ground, past a number of lochans 
and cross the Allt a’ Choire Fhearna just 
above its plunge into Glen Moidart, close 
E of Cruach nam Feadan. Continue SW to 
Brunery Hill, 472m, just S of Loch Dearg. 
Descend SW to reach the head of a path 
at the out� ow from Loch nam Paitean. 
Follow the path S downhill. It steepens 
and passes through some woodland 
to reach a junction at NM724724. Here 
turn W and follow the path to the CP at 
Kinlochmoidart. Transport required.

Grade: M+; distance: 12km; height to 
climb: 765m; map(s): LR40, EX390. Meet at 
Fort William WM at 9am, for start of walk 
at 10am. Leader: Sally Cameron 07810 
464994 or 01631 740391.
Thursday November 1: 
Stob Choire Claurigh and Stob Ban,
Spean Bridge
Two spectacular hills at the eastern end 
of the Grey Corries ridge make a � ne 
expedition. 

Start at the Scout Hut at NN253806, 
where restricted parking is available, (or 
2Km further south at NN255788, but the 
track is rough). Follow the track around 
Corriechoille House and continue S 
through The Lairig, in an area of forest 

recently cleared. On emerging from the 
forest, leave the track and head S up 
steep rough ground to the summit of 
Stob Coire Gaibhre, 958m. Follow the 
rim of Coire na Ceannain S. It narrows to 
a � ne ridge leading up to a summit at 
1121m and on to Stob Choire Claurigh, 
1177m. Descend SE then S to the col 
and lochan on the E side of Coire Ràth. A 
short steep ascent leads to the summit 
of Stob Ban, 977m. Descend the E ridge 
which levels out then turns NE down to 
the bothy in the Lairig Leacach. There is 
a bridge across the Allt a Chuil Choirean 
just S of the bothy. Return N on the track 
to Corriechoille.

Grade: S; distance: 19km; height to 
climb: 130m; map(s): LR41, EX392. Meet at 
Fort William WM at 9am, for start of walk: 
9.45am. Leader: Toril Frantzen 07788 
264007.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevishillwalking.
club. If anyone would like to go out on 
the walk please contact club secretary 
Suzanne Theobald on 01397 701783 or 
email enquiries@nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday October 28: 
Carn Dearg, Glen Nevis
The ascent route is described in Noel 
William’s book Scrambles in Lochaber, 
route 3. 

Cross river Nevis at youth hostel and 
walk upstream to old grave yard at 
NN136702. Alternatively the river can be 
waded fairly easily by the grave yard itself 
to save 2km or 3km of walking. From 
the grave yard head upstream along 
the river Nevis until a wall is reached at 
NN139699. Head uphill following the 
wall and then the left bank of the Allt an 
Aon Doruis. Continue to an altitude of 
about 375m to the point at which a rock 
band blocks the way. Either scramble up 
this or contour left until a gully branches 
back right to give a way up above the 
crags. Continue up the hill with Surgeon’s 
Gully to your right. Stay to the left of 
some rock outcrops. Continue until 
the N ridge of Carn Dearg is reached. A 
short walk S takes you to the summit, or 
alternatively it is possible to turn NNW up 
rough ground to reach the path up to the 
summit of Ben Nevis. From the summit 
of Carn Dearg a descent can be made S 
down to Am Mam Buidhe but an easier 
descent is E into Coire Eoghainn. Cross 
streams high up and descend the E bank 
of Allt Coire Eoghainn descending to the 
car park at the head of Glen Nevis

((7km, 1000m ascent) Suggested by 
Gavin Theobald; coordinated by Andrew 
Gilbert.

New Gaelic nature resource
� e cultural connections to nature 
through Gaelic are being promoted 
with new teaching materials from 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH).

Part-funded by Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
and produced in collaboration with 
social enterprise Earth For Life, the 
bespoke learning resource will help 
to connect young people with na-
ture through sustainable foraging.

� e resource will equip Gaelic-
medium teachers with the neces-
sary skills, knowledge and vocab-
ulary for wild plant identi� cation 
and use.

� e project was launched last 
week at the Royal National Mòd in 
Dunoon by Angus Campbell, SNH 
deputy chairman.

Alasdair Taylor, from Earth For 
Life, has started using the education 
pack during recent foraging work-

shops at Gaelic-medium primary 
schools in Ullapool, Perth and 
Edinburgh.

� e resource builds on the success 
of Rùrachd Lusan Fiadhain, or 
Foraging For Wild Plants. Written 
by Roddy Maclean, that booklet 
is an invaluable Gaelic resource 
on responsible foraging. � is new 
learning resource will create oppor-
tunities for young Gaelic speakers 
to learn and use the language to 
connect with nature.

Robyn Ireland, SNH’s Gaelic of-
� cer, said: ‘We’re thrilled to launch 
this new learning resource and to 
be encouraging teachers to explore 
the close links that we have with 
nature. 

‘� is resource builds on a range 
of other foraging resources that we 
have already developed in Gaelic, 

including a training course, guided 
walks and recipe cards.’

� e project was coordinated by a 
team from Scotland’s Natural Larder, 
an SNH-led partnership aiming to 
reconnect people with local, seasonal 
and wild food, and encourage sus-
tainable use of natural food resourc-
es. � e project with Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
was jointly funded under the Gaelic 
Language Act Implementation Fund 
2018-19 programme.

� e launch was followed by a 
special Mòd fringe concert, Clyde 
– Renewal of the River, which was 
commissioned by SNH to celebrate 
the natural and cultural richness of 
the Firth of Clyde. � e varied pro-
gramme of music and Gaelic song 
was led by well-known musician, 
singer and broadcaster Mary Ann 
Kennedy.

 Angus Campbell launches the project at the Royal National Mòd in Dunoon last week.
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Dunoon national Mòd comes to a close

The prestigious learners’ Silver Pendant � nal was won by 
Eileen Duncan of Tunga, Sutherland and Mikie MacEanrig 
of Keiss, Caithness. 17_MOD43_DM14_Wednesday

Conductor 
Sileas Sinclair 
and Gaelic 
tutor Christine 
MacIntyre of 
Còisir Ghàidlig 
an Òbain 
show o�  the 
choir’s haul 
of trophies. 
Oban won 
the ladies 
competition, 
and � nished 
third in the 
men’s, while 
the full 
choir came 
second in the 
Lovat and 
Tullibardine 
Shield, but 
received the 
highest marks 
for Gaelic 
in all three. 
17_TMOD43DM21_

Friday

� e Royal National  Mòd in Dunoon 
came to a close on Saturday a� er eight 
days of competitions and performanc-
es, writes David McPhee.

� ousands of people made their way 
to Dunoon to enjoy all that the Mòd has 
to o� er, with somewhere in the region 
of £2 million  expected to have been 
generated for the local economy.

� is year’s most sought-a� er prizes 
were awarded to Ruairidh Cormack 
of Portree and Ceitidh Campbell of 
Inverness, pictured, in the Gold Medal 
competition.

Speaking on � ursday morn-
ing,  Ceitidh, 31, who is six and a half 
months pregnant, said: ‘I think I am 
still in shock. It’s not really sunk in. I 
just love singing. It’s something I have 
always done. I have entered every Royal 
National Mòd since I was 11 years old.’

Ruairidh said: ‘To have achieved it is 
quite incredible. I never thought on my 
second occasion I would be able to win.’

� e 24-year-old CBeebies presenter, 
who sings with Còisir Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar (Lochaber), added: ‘My dad is my 
biggest helper.’

Ruaridh’s dad, Arthur Cormack is a 
former Gold Medal winner himself.

Ciaran Iòsaph MacAonghais 
from Lochaber and Steaphanaidh 
Chaimbeul from Kyle of Lochalsh won 
the Traditional Gold Medals.

Eileen Duncan of Tongue and Mikie 
MacEanrig of Keiss took home the 
Silver Pendants.

When asked what it felt like to have 
his name called out as the winner of the 
Traditional Gold Medal, Ciaran, who 

teaches at Rock� eld Primary Gaelic 
Unit in Oban and sings with Còisir 
Ghàidhlig an Òbain (Oban) said: ‘It 
felt great. I was just really happy. I have 
put in quite a lot of hard work over the 
last couple of months, so it’s nice that I 
didn’t muck it all up.’

� e 27-year-old added: ‘I really like 
working [at Rock� eld]. � e kids are 
lovely. Oban Gaelic Choir have helped 
me a lot. � ey are really supportive. It 
can feel quite isolating with the solo 
competitions. If I had any advice, if 
someone does sing and they want a 

bit of con� dence or experience, join 
a choir. It’s great. I didn’t realise how 
much I would enjoy it. By week two I 
was obsessed.’

John Morrison, chief executive of 
An Comunn  Gàidhealach, said: ‘� e 
Dunoon Royal National Mòd has been 
as spectacular as ever.

‘We’re delighted to have delivered 
a Mòd that, while holding true to 
tradition, used new ways to engage 
with young people and we couldn’t 
be prouder of the young Gaels on our 
Youth Committee.

Left: The men’s Gold Medal was won 
by Ruairidh Cormack, while the la-
dies’ prize went to Ceitidh Campbell 
of Inverness. 17_MOD43DM01_Thursday

Below: Traditional Gold Medal 
winners Ciaran MacAonghais, from 
Fort William, and Steaphanaidh 
Chaimbeul, who is a native Gaelic 
speaker from Kyle of Lochalsh. 
Photograph: Graham Hood

‘� e level of competition has been 
superb and it’s been a treat to welcome 
Mòd regulars and newcomers alike.

‘We are grateful as ever to everyone 
involved in running this year’s Mòd, es-
pecially the local organising committee 
and all of our volunteers and sponsors.’

Next year’s Royal National Mòd will 
take place in Glasgow from October 
11-19.
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It was a successful day for this Lismore family; mum F. Ann MacLean, originally from 
North Connel, won her three pieces of poetry competition, while Ruairidh MacLean-
Fleming created the best Gaelic poster, aged 5-6 years, with brother Alasdair � nishing 
second, and Ealasaid placed second for reciting her poem. 17_MOD43_DM09_Wednesday

Izzy Flower, 23, from Dunbar, was 
crowned the Gaelic learner of the 
year. 17_MOD43_DM12_Wednesday

Mikie MacEanrig 
from Caithness 
celebrates 
winning both 
quali� ers for the 
Silver Pendant 
before winning 
the prestigious 
solo singingcom-
petition for Gaelic 
learners. 17_MOD43_

DM05_Wednesday

A 12-year-old Clarsach 
player who used to live in 
Oban is hoping to raise 
£8,000 to buy a new  harp, 
writes David McPhee.

Meredith Kennedy 
Kiemer, who now lives in 
Stirling, won numerous 
trophies at this year’s Royal 
National Mòd, including 
� e Duncan Chisholm 
Trophy in the advanced 
junior category.

She also won the clarsach 
composition competition, 
as well as receiving second 
in the clarsach recital.

Her mum, Hazel Kennedy, 
said: ‘She has been playing 
the harp since before she 
was four. She wants to keep 
playing, but this [harp] is 
about to give up.’

Family friend Ian Tyson 
started a crowdfunding 
campaign in a bid to raise 
£8,000, which would allow 
Meredith to play at a ‘con-
servatoire’ level. Her teach-
er Savourna Stevenson 
said: ‘Meredith � nds real 
joy in playing the harp. She 
is unusually dedicated to 
her musical studies. I am 

con� dent that, given the 
support she deserves, she 
has the potential to build a 
career in music.’

Meredith has also been 
invited to play at the 
International Harp Festival 
in Edinburgh in April 2019.

Meredith’s crowdfunding 
page can be found at www.
aharpformeredith.com

Campaign to raise £8,000 for 
talented clarsach player

Meredith 
won various 
tropies at 
the Mòd.
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Left: Eileen Duncan from 
Tunga won the Margot 
Campbell Trophy and the 
Catherine M B Dunlop 
Quaich in the Silver 
Pendent quali� cation 
competitions, which she 
later went on to win. 
17_MOD43_DM01_Wednesday

Ruaraidh MacLean, Mull 
Mòd Club, added to his 
medal haul by winning 
his � uent poetry, aged 
eight, competition 
on Wednesday.
MOD43_DM11_Wednesday

Left: Ceitidh Campbell from 
Inverness received a trio of 
trophies after winning both 
of the Gold Medal quali� ers 
on Wednesday morning, 
before going on to win 
the Gold Medal itself. 
17_MOD43_DM02_Wednesday

Innes MacKay from Dunbeg Primary 
School won the Donald MacLeod Trophy 
for achieving the highest marks in Gaelic in 
the boys’ solo singing 9-10 years competi-
tion. 17_TMOD43DM22_Friday

Sorcha Jo MacDougall from Barra won the TSB Shield, 
along with Eoghann Caimbeul, as the pair received the 
joint highest marks in Gaelic in the under-11 singing 
competition. 17_MOD43_DM06_Wednesday

Taynuilt’s Scott McPhee, 10, received a silver medal for his 
story telling, as well as � nishing third in both his poetry 
and poster competitions. 17_MOD43_DM08_Wednesday

Calum MacColla, 30, from Fort William, won the George 
Clavey Memorial Quaich after singing a traditonal 
song written by his great uncle Donald in the learners’ 
competition on Wednesday. 17_MOD43_DM07_Wednesday

Right: Anna NicLeóid 
from Inverness won both 
the 13-15 years girls’ An 
Comunn Gàidhealach 
Silver Medal, as well as the 
traditional silver medal. 
17_MOD42DM22_Tuesday

Donna Dugdale from Tobermory 
won the Kennedy-Fraser Cup and the 
Johanna Fortune Memorial Trophy 
for winning the Songs of the Hebrides 
competition. 17_MOD43_DM15_Wednesday

Above: John Boa quali� ed 
for the Gold Medal � nal 
after winning competitor's 
choice quali� er and receive 
the Caledonian MacBrayne 
Trophy. 17_MOD43_DM03_Wednesday
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Allan’s Mòd
ALLAN CAMPBELL

Nach math an teisteanas air Mòd sam bith gun do bhu-
annaich na h-uile a bha an sàs ann an dòigh air choreigin, 
agus sin an aithris a tha mise air a bhith a’ cluinntinn air 
Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2018 ann an Dùn Omhain. Mun 
do thòisich an � èis seo bha mi a’ guidhe gum biodh e soir-
bheachail, taitneach, misneachail, agus adhartach dhan 
Ghàidhlig agus dha na h-uile a dh’obraich cho cruaidh 
gus an tachartas a thoirt gu bith! 

Saoilidh mi gun do thachair sin, agus gu sònraichte 
ri linn ‘s gun robh inbhe agus àite � ù ‘s nas àirde aig an 
òigridh ann an tachartas na bliadhna seo!  Gum meal a 
h-uile neach a bha an sàs an naidheachd airson na rinn 
iad gus seo a thoirt gu buil!  Saoilidh mi gum bheil Dick 
Walsh agus buill na Comataidh Eagrachaidh airidh air 
fìor mholadh airson an cuid obair- deasachaidh agus am 
frithealadh tro sheachdain a’ Mhòid, bha iad � èin agus 
an luchd-taice saor-thoileach a thug iad ann uile èasgaidh 
gus cuideachadh. 

Agus mar is àbhaist bha an sgioba beag aig a’ Chomunn 
Ghàidhealach � èin da-rìribh dèanadach agus ‘s math an 
tomhas air an cuid èifeachdais nach robh mothachadh aig 
an luchd-tadhail air trioblaid mhòr de sheòrsa sam bith.

Chrìochnaich sinn, mar is dual a-nise, madainn 
Dhisathairne le caismeachd nan còisirean tron bhaile agus 
iad an uairsin a’ seinn còmhla airson mu uair a thìde. Lean 
an turadh gus an robh sin cha mhòr deiseil agus chòrd 
an ceòl rinn � ìn agus ris an � eadhainn a thachair air 
an tachartas san dol seachad. Fhad ’s a bha an t-seinn a’ 
tachairt thug mi  ’n aire dha duine òg a bha a’ togail mòran 
dhealbhan agus nach robh mi air � aicinn roimhe tron 
t-seachdain. 

Aig deireadh cùise thàinig e � èin agus caraid a 
chòmhradh rium � ìn is ri Dòmhnall Iain MacIlle 
Dhuinn, Neach-gairm Comataidh Eagrachaidh Mòd 
Nàiseanta 2019 ann an Glaschu, agus � uair sinn a-mach 
gur e oileanaich à Toronto a bh’ annta a bha ann an Alba 
airson seachdain aig Oilthigh � aobh an Iar Alba mar 
phàirt den chùrsa aca ann an obair � lm. 

Gu follaiseach thug na chunnaic agus na chual’ iad aig 
cuirm nan còisir buaidh mhòr orra oir sgrìobh iad na b’ 
� aide air adhart mu “taisbeanadh do-chreidsinneach 
de neart choimhearsnachd aonaichte agus iongantach”! 
Bu mhath gu dearbh gur e sin a bh’ againn agus gur e 
ùrachadh misneachd agus an tuilleadh còrdadh pàirt den 
dìleab a dh’� àg Mòd Dhùn Omhain aig gach duine a bha 
an sàs, agus aig an � eadhainn a chuala neo a chunnaic 
dad sam bith dheth.

As a massed choir singalong brought Royal National 
Mòd 2018 to a close in Dunoon last Saturday, warm 
congratulations were expressed to all who worked hard to 
make it a success.  

Two � lm students from Toronto, chancing on the choirs’ 
event, described it as ‘an incredible demonstration of 
strength of an amazing united community’.   An excellent 
legacy from the Mòd!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Nach math an teisteanas 
air Mòd sam bith gun do 
bhuannaich na h-uile a 
bha an sàs ann an dòigh 
air choreigin, agus sin 
an aithris a tha mise air 
a bhith a’ cluinntinn air 
Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
2018 ann an Dùn Omhain. 
Mun do thòisich an � èis 
seo bha mi a’ guidhe gum 
biodh e soirbheachail, 
taitneach, misneachail, 
agus adhartach dhan 
Ghàidhlig agus dha na 
h-uile a dh’obraich cho 
cruaidh gus an tachartas a 
thoirt gu bith! 

Saoilidh mi gun do 
thachair sin, agus gu 
sònraichte ri linn ‘s gun 
robh inbhe agus àite � ù 
‘s nas àirde aig an òigridh 
ann an tachartas na 
bliadhna seo!  Gum meal 
a h-uile neach a bha an 
sàs an naidheachd airson 
na rinn iad gus seo a 
thoirt gu buil!  Saoilidh 
mi gum bheil Dick Walsh 
agus buill na Comataidh 
Eagrachaidh airidh air 
fìor mholadh airson an 
cuid obair- deasachaidh 
agus am frithealadh tro 
sheachdain a’ Mhòid, bha 
iad � èin agus an luchd-
taice saor-thoileach a thug 
iad ann uile èasgaidh gus 
cuideachadh. 

Agus mar is àbhaist 
bha an sgioba beag aig a’ 

Oban Gaelic Choir ‘knock it out of 
park’ as performance goes viral

Còisir Ghàidhlig Ìle Ghlaschu (Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir). 17_TMOD43DM13_Friday

Atomaig Piseag choir with conductor Raymond Bremner came third in the ladies’ area 
choir competition on Friday morning. 17_TMOD43DM03_Friday

Còisir Ghàidhlig Phort Rígh (Portree Gaelic Choir). 17_TMOD43DM04_Friday

Còisir Ghàidhlig Lodainn 
(Lothian Gaelic Choir) came 
out on top in the coveted 
Lovat and Tullibardine Shield 
at this year’s Royal National 
Mòd.

However, it was Còisir 
Ghàidhlig an Òbain’s (Oban 
Gaelic Choir) ‘marmite’ ren-
dition of an electronic Celtic 
band’s song that has been 
making headlines.

Oban � nished second in the 
competition for the second 
year running, a� er winning 
it in 2015, but people are lov-
ing their take on Niteworks’ 
Maraiche - it has been viewed 
more than 44,000 times on 
social media.

Oban’s conductor Sileas 
Sinclair said: ‘We knew we 
were going to do that song 
so we were all excited about 
trying something new.

‘It’s a very modern ar-
rangement on a young band, 
Niteworks’ Maraiche. I just 
love the song.

‘� ey do clubbing music. I 
did a choral arrangement of 
that, but because we have no 
instruments I had to come 
up with a way of mimicking 
drums and symbols, so we 
did some stomping and clap-
ping. � at was very di� erent 
for us this year.’

And Niteworks approved. 
� e band posted: ‘It’s not 
every day a Mòd choir covers 
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Robert’s Mòd
ROBERT ROBERTSON

Oban Gaelic Choir ‘knock it out of 
park’ as performance goes viral

Another Mòd has come and gone and le�  us all with 
some wonderful memories.

Two memories I will be trying my hardest to forget, 
however, are a couple of wardrobe malfunctions which 
befell me on rather high pro� le occasions during the 
week.

� e � rst was in the Lorne Shield competition on 
� ursday – the premier trophy for rural choirs and 
broadcast live on BBC Alba to a considerable audience.

I stood in the front row of the tenors of Melvich Gaelic 
Choir and gave my all for our � rst song. As we stood 
onstage during that o� en awkward and nerve-wracking 
� ve or so minutes where the adjudicators � nish judging 
your � rst song before you begin your second (and the 
television coverage returns to the studio where Cathy 
Bhàn and various pundits discuss your performance), 
one of the sopranos began trying to catch my eye.

My initial thought was to ignore this so as not to 
disturb my thought process which, by now, was very 
much focused on our second song. When she continued 
to stare at me and started to rub her neck with her 
hand, I couldn’t help but look across.

What on earth was she doing? And why was she 
choosing to do it at this most inopportune moment – 
live on television and in front of a large audience and 
eight adjudicators in the hall?

It eventually became clear. At some point during the 
� rst song, my clip-on bow-tie had evidently popped o�  
and was now suspended in a rather undigni� ed manner 
from my collar and dangling down my shirt.

I tied it up as quickly as I could (as the audience 
giggled) and was ready to go just in time for our second 
song.

It was too late, however, as the eagle eye of the BBC 
had already caught me out and the coverage contains 
a number of un� attering close-ups of my hopelessly 
� ailing bow tie.

� e following day, I was singing in front of a fairly 
large audience on Morag Domnhnallach’s live radio 
broadcast to which half of the west coast tune in every 
year to hear how the Mòd has gone.

Half way through my song, backed by the Trail West 
boys, I could feel one of my kilt socks beginning to 
slip down my leg. Not wishing to draw attention to yet 
another clothing disaster, I carried on regardless until, 
by the end of the song, I could feel the sock nestling 
de� antly around my ankle.

Just like the day before, I could sense the audience 
beginning to giggle.

‘Oh, well,’ I thought, ‘at least it’s the radio this time 
and not the telly!’

� at relief was short-lived, however, because (when 
I � nished the song) Morag announced live to all the 
listeners that it’s about time Robert Robertson pulled 
his socks up.

Dear Oban Times, I would like to place an advert for a 
new wardrobe adviser!

To buy a copy of any of our Mòd 
photographs visit www.obantimes.

co.uk/modphotos

Còisir Ghàidhlig Lodainn (Lothian Gaelic Choir) won the prestigious Lovat and 
Tullibardine Shield, The Oban Times Silver Salver for achieving the highest marks in 
music, and the Malcolm G MacCallum Silver Baton. 17_TMOD43DM19_Friday

Above: Còisir Ghàidhlig an Òbain (Oban Gaelic Choir) 
ladies had a successful Mòd.  They cleaned up at the 
ladies’ area choirs competition on Friday morning, 
winning the Esme Smyth Trophy, as well as the Donald U 
Johnston and Angus Johnston trophies for the highest 
marks in music and Gaelic. 17_TMOD43DM06_Friday

Left: Còisir Ghàidhlig an Òbain (Oban Gaelic Choir), with 
conductor Sileas Sinclair, front centre, � nished second in 
the coveted Lovat and Tullibardine Shield competition for 
the second year running, as well as receiving the highest 
marks in Gaelic. 17_TMOD43DM05_Friday

one of your recordings, but 
not only that, completely 
knocks it out the park! Well 
done to all at  Oban Gaelic 
Choir. Certainly put a smile 
on our faces.’

� e Còisir Ghàidhlig an 
Òbain’s ladies also had a 
successful Mòd. � ey cleaned 
up in the morning, winning 
the  Esme Smyth Trophy, as 
well as the Donald U Johnston 
and Angus Johnston trophies 
for the highest marks in mu-
sic and Gaelic.

Sileas said: ‘It’s fantastic. I 
am so pleased for them. � ey 
worked really hard - the men 
also got third; they did really 
well. � ey all worked really 
hard. I think we have been 
continually improving and 
when we won it [� e Lovat 
and Tullibardine Shield] 
in 2015, it gave them extra 
con� dence. It’s a combination 
of people working hard and 
continuing to work hard, and 
some new members.’

Oban’s success didn’t end 
there. Former Obanite, Julie-
Ann MacFadyen was part of 
Lothian’s winning choir.

Speaking in between cele-
brations, she joked: ‘It’s not 
bad for a girl from Dalintart 
Drive. It feels fantastic. John 
MacLeod was our Gaelic 
tutor until he passed away in 
June. It’s a wonderful tribute 
to him.’
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Stuart Jackson from Lochaline won the Loch Ewe 
Branch Cup for the prize winners’ solo singing. 
17_MOD43DM07_Thursday

Còisir Ghàidhlig an Iar Thuath. 17_MOD43DM04_Thursday

Above: Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Tairbeart Loch Fìn (Tarbert 
Loch Fyne Gaelic Choir) 
17_MOD43DM06_Thursday

Còisir Ghàidhlig Chàrlabhaigh won the Evelyn Huckbody 
Memorial Trophy for achieving the highest marks in music in the 
puirt-a-beul on Thursday morning. 17_MOD43DM05_Thursday

Còisir Ghàidhlig nan Loch (Lochs Gaelic Choir). 17_MOD43DM18_Thursday

Còisir Ghàidhlig Thaigh an Uilt (Taynuilt Gaelic Choir).  
17_MOD43DM17_Thursday

Left: Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Mhealbhaich cleaned up in 
the Lorn Shield Rural Choirs 
competition, winning that, the 
Dalriada Cup and the Captain 
Angus Stewart Trophy, as well 
as taking home the Hamish 
Graham (Strath) Trophy. 
17_MOD43DM20_Thursday

Sa� ron Hanvidge won the Duncan Johnston 
Memorial Trophy in the competitor's choice puirt-
a-beul on Thursday morning. Sa� ron also � nished 
second in The Oban Times Gold Medal competition. 
17_MOD43DM19_Thursday

Còisir Sgir' A' Bhac won the rural choirs puirt-a-beul on 
Thursday morning and received the Aline MacKenzie and 
Calum Robertson memorial trophies, as well as the John 
Young Memorial Baton. 17_MOD43DM11_Thursday

Mull women Janet MacDonald from Mull Gaelic Choir 
and Riona Whyte from Búrach, with their choirs’ 
silverware. 17_MOD43DM23_Thursday
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To buy a copy of 
any of our Mòd 

photographs, visit 
www.obantimes.
co.uk/modphotos

Còisir Ghàidhlig Chàrlabhaigh won the Evelyn Huckbody 
Memorial Trophy for achieving the highest marks in music in the 
puirt-a-beul on Thursday morning. 17_MOD43DM05_Thursday

Còisir Ghàidhlig nan Loch (Lochs Gaelic Choir). 17_MOD43DM18_Thursday

Some of Coisir Bhan Na Hearadh (Harris Ladies Choir) 
getting ready before the photograph. 17_MOD43DM14_Thursday

Left: Còisir Ghàidhlig an 
t-Stratha. 17_MOD43DM08_Thursday

Left: Còisir Ghàidhlig an 
Eilein Mhuilich (Mull Gaelic 
Choir), who later received 
the John Lockie Trophy 
for achieving the highest 
marks in Gaelic for the 
rural choir competitions. 
17_MOD43DM13_Thursday

Còisir Ghàidhlig Bharraigh (Barra Gaelic Choir). 
17_MOD43DM16_Thursday

Above: Búrach choir 
celebrate winning the 
Sheri�  MacMaster 
Campbell Memorial Quaich 
and the Selma Shield in 
the rural choirs category. 
17_MOD43DM21_Thursday

Coisir Bhan Na Hearadh (Harris Ladies Choir) won the 
Grampian TV Trophy ladies’ rural choirs competition on 
Thursday morning. 17_MOD43DM15_Thursday

Còisir Ghàidhlig Íle (Islay Gaelic Choir). 17_MOD43DM10_Thursday
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Ruth Lunny, Edinburgh, and Julie-Ann MacFadyen, 
from Oban and Edinburgh, who came third in the duet. 
17_MOD43_DM17_Wednesday

Còmhlan Luadh Bhàideanach won the Harris Tweed 
Authority Trophy for waulking singing. 51_MOD42lm1_A278

Ceòlraidh Ghàidlig Ghlaschu (Glasgow Gaelic) competed in the choral singing competi-
tions on Friday and won the men’s open choral competition for area choirs. 51_MOD42lm2_A307

David Morton, John Du� , Gilliain MacDonald and 
Mairi Simmons from Còisir Ghàidhlig Obair Pheallaidh 
(Aberfeldy) won the Stornoway Gaelic Cup, Marshall 
Stormonth and Ian Crighton memorial trophies for 
winning the quartet. 17_TMOD43DM12_Friday

Coisir Ceann an Tuirc, from Argyll, came fourth in the choral singing for men. 
51_MOD42lm6_A307

Còisir Ghàidlig Ìle Ghlaschu 
competed in choral singing 
for men. 51_MOD42lm1_A307

Còisir Ghàidhlig nan Loch competed in the rural choirs competitions on Thursday. 
51_MOD42lm1_A305

Còisir Ghàidhlig an Òbain (Oban Gaelic Choir) came third in the choral singing for men 
and shared the highest marks in Gaelic with Ceòlraidh Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu. 51_MOD42lm5_A307

For some, travelling to the 
Royal National Mòd is an 
annual tradition wherever 
in the country the festival 
may be, but for others, it is 
a little more complicated.

James Du�  from Stone 
Ridge, USA, loves attend-
ing the Mòd but due to 
the  3,143-mile trip, he is 
unable to attend as o� en as 
he would like.

� e singer � nished sec-
ond in the Silver Pendent 
competition at this year’s 
Mòd, but this is the � rst 
time he has attended since 

From Stone        
Ridge USA 
to Dunoon

Shona Keith, from 
Lochgilphead, was second 
in solo singing of a song 
relating to Mull or Iona. 
51_MOD42lm_B329
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Ailie Munro, 16, from Oban, was runner up in the 16-and-
over primary highland dancing section on Thursday and 
received the Reay Cup. 17_MOD43DM22_Thursday

Riona Megan, aged nine, from Oban, won the beginners, 
age nine and under, Highland dancing. 17_MOD43DM09_THURSDAY

Fiona Ross from Glasgow 
won The Sarah Weir 
Memorial Trophy for � rst 
place in singing a song 
relating to Mull or Iona. 
51_MOD42lm1_A271

Susanne Lloyd-Jones won the Hilda Mary Campbell 
Trophy for singing with the clarsach accompanying. 
51_MOD42lm1_B327Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir Pheofharain (Dingwall) came second in the choral singing for men on Friday. 51_MOD42lm3_A307

Còisir Ghàidlig Lodainn (Lothian) competed in the area choirs’ choral singing for men. 
51_MOD42lm4_A307

Right: Alan 
McLeod from 
Brora won the 
Cuach Nan 
Leargaidh 
Galda for 
self-accompa-
niment singing. 
51_MOD42lm1_A279

he took part in the Mòd in 
Oban in 2009.

James said: ‘I loved 
Oban. I have been back 
a few times – it’s where 
it all started. I have been 
working for a while on the 
songs, so I wanted to try 
it again – I have a deeper 
understanding of them.’

When asked why he 
decided to learn Gaelic in 
the � rst place, he said: ‘I 
love languages and I like 
learning them, and I have 
sung classical.’

17_MOD43_DM04_WEDNESDAY

Alasdair MacLean, from 
Lochgilphead, competed in 
the solo singing of a song 
relating to Mull or Iona. 
51_MOD42lm3_A271
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Results

Coinneach MacLeod and Peter MacQueen from 
Glasgow won the own choice duet competition and 
received the Neil MacLean and Jenny M B Currie Trophy. 
17_MOD43_DM16_Wednesday

Marcas Mac an Tuairneir won the new song competition, 
which was co-written by Oban’s Julie-Ann MacFadyen. 
Marcas also won the journalism award for an article on 
Brexit. 17_MOD43_DM10_Wednesday

Wednesday:
Solo Singing: Ladies Fluent 
(A220): Singing of one song 
of competitor’s choice. James 
Grant Memorial Prize. 
Gold Medal Qualifying 
Competitions: 1 Ceitidh 
Campbell, Inbhir Nis, Mary C 
MacNiven Memorial Salver; 2 
F. Ann MacLean, Lios Mòr; 3 
Raonaid M J Deans, Comar 
nan Allt; 4 Isabel Nicleoid, 
Càrlabhagh.

Òran Mòr Ladies Fluent 
(A222): Solo singing of 
a prescribed song. Gold 
Medal Qualifying: 1 Ceitidh 
Campbell, Inbhir Nis, Mr and 
Mrs Archibald Macdonald 
Memorial Trophy,  Jessie 
M MacLachlan Memorial 
Prize; 2 Amanda Millen, 
Glaschu and Raonaid M J 
Deans, Comar nan Allt; 3 
Isabel Nicleoid, Càrlabhagh 
and Shannon NicIllEathain, 
Tobar Mhoire; 4 F. Ann 
MacLean, Lios Mòr.

Ceitidh Campbell, Inbhir 
Nis, won the Joyce Murray 
Trophy to the competitor 
gaining the highest Gaelic 
mark in Competition A222.

Gold Medal Final (Ladies) 
(GSL224): Sing two songs: 
1 Ceitidh Campbell, Inbhir 
Nis, Islander Shield (Ladies), 
Archie Maclean Memorial 
Salver for the highest marks 
in GS224(Ladies), Gold 
Medal (Ladies); 2  Raonaid 
M J Deans, Comar nan Allt; 3 
Isabel Nicleoid, Càrlabhagh; 
4 Amanda Millen, Glaschu.

Men Fluent (A221): Singing 
one song own choice. 
Gold Medal Qualifying:  1 
John Boa, Dùn Èideann, 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
Trophy; 2 Ruairidh Cormack, 
Port Rìgh; 3 Ruaraidh Mac 
an t-Saoir, Glaschu; 4 Iain 
Gordon, Inbhir Narann.

Òran Mòr Men Fluent 
(A223): Solo singing of a 
prescribed song. Gold Medal 
Qualifying: 1 Ruairidh 
Cormack, Port Rìgh, F S 
Cameron-Head Memorial 
Trophy; 2 John Boa, Dùn 
Èideann; 3 Ruaraidh Mac 
an t-Saoir, Glaschu; 4 Iain 
Gordon, Inbhir Narann.

Gold Medal Final (Men) 
(GSM224): sing two songs:  
1 Ruairidh Cormack, Port 
Rìgh, Gold Medal (Men), 
Islander Shield (Men); 2 
Ruaraidh Mac an t-Saoir, 
Glaschu; 3 John Boa, Dùn 
Èideann; 4 Iain Gordon, 
Inbhir Narann.

Solo Singing Learners 
(A248): Singing a song in the 

Traditional style: 1 Calum 
MacColla, An Gearasdan, 
George Clavey Memorial 
Quaich; 2 = Eileen Duncan, 
Tunga, Jennifer Mary Speirs, 
Siabost and Abigail Tre� ry.

Solo Singing Ladies 
Learners (A250): Singing of 
a prescribed song: 1 Eileen 
Duncan, Tunga, Margot 
Campbell Trophy; 2  Rena 
Gertz, Prestonpans and 
Margot Campbell Trophy; 
3 Sandie Kennedy, Cill 
Rìmhinn; 3 Julie-Anne 
MacFadyen, An t-Òban.

Solo singing (A271): Singing 
a prescribed song relating 
to Mull or Iona:  1 Fiona 
Ross, Glaschu, Sarah Weir 
Memorial Trophy, Mull & 
Iona Association; 2 Shona 
Keith, Ceann Loch Gilb, Mull 
& Iona Association;  3 Linn 
Phipps, An Rubha.

Solo singing (A274):  Singing 
of a Skye or Sutherland song: 
Fiona Ross, Glaschu, John 
D. Gillies Memorial Trophy; 
2 Shona Keith, Ceann Loch 
Gilb; 3 Donna Dugdale, 
Tobar Mhoire.

Solo singing (A270): 
Singing a song from Mrs 
Kennedy-Fraser’s Songs 
of the Hebrides: 1 Donna 
Dugdale, Tobar Mhoire, 
Johanna Fortune Memorial 
Trophy, Kennedy-Fraser Cup; 
2 Carol Nic’IllEathain, Tobar 
Mhoire; 3 Jackie Cotter, Dùn 
Èideann.

Solo singing (Ladies) 
(A252): Singing of one song, 
competitor’s choice. Silver 
Pendant Qualifying:  1 Eileen 
Duncan, Tunga, Catherine 
M B Dunlop Quaich; 2 
Julie-Anne MacFadyen, 
An t-Òban; 3 Rena Gertz, 
Prestonpans.

Solo singing (Men) (A251):  
Singing of a prescribed song. 
Silver Pendant Qualifying: 
1 Mikie MacEanraig, Mid 

Keiss, Katie Stewart Memorial 
Trophy; 2 Campbell 
McKenzie, Steòrnabhagh; 
3 James Ru� , Stone Ridge, 
USA; 4 Billy MacKenzie, 
Inbhir Ghòrdain.

Silver Pendant Final 
(Ladies) (SSL254):  Sing two 
songs: 1 Eileen Duncan, 
Tunga, Catherine Gemmell 
Memorial Trophy for the 
female gaining highest marks 
in SS254 and John A MacRae 
Cuach for the highest aggre-
gate marks in Music in A250, 
A251, A252, A253 and SS254, 
Silver Pendant (Ladies); 
2 Julie-Anne MacFadyen, 
An t-Òban; 3 Rena Gertz, 
Prestonpans.

Silver Pendant Final (Men) 
(SSM254):  Sing two songs:  
1 Mikie MacEanraig, Mid 
Keiss, Silver Pendant (Men),  
Alasdair MacInnes Memorial 
Trophy for the male gaining 
highest marks in SS254, 
Morag Robb Memorial Salver 

for the highest aggregate 
marks in Gaelic in A250, 
A251, A252, A253 and SS254; 
2 James Ru� , Stone Ridge, 
USA; 3 Campbell McKenzie, 
Steòrnabhagh.

Duet singing (A275): 
Singing in harmony, com-
petitor’s choice:  1 Coinneach 
MacLeod and Peter 
MacQueen, Glaschu, � e 
Neil MacLean & Jenny M.B. 
Currie Trophy;  2 Raonaid M 
J Deans and Emma Deans, 
Comar nan Allt; 3 Julie-Anne 
MacFadyen and Ruth Lunny, 
An t-Òban.

Junior Oral:  Conversation 
Ages 11-12 Fluent (C40A):  
Conversation on any subject 
chosen by the compet-
itor: 1 Anndra Uisdean 
Cuimeanach, Àrd-sgoil 
Gheàrrloch; 2 Arabella 
Manchester, Sgoil Bhaile a’ 
Mhanaich; 3 Seona Brown, 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

Conversation Ages 13-15 
Fluent (C90): Conversation 
with an adjudicator on a sub-
ject chosen by the competitor: 
1 Eilidh Morag Nic a’ Phi, 
Acadamaidh Rìoghail Inbhir 
Nis, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig Silver 
Medal; 2 Eilidh Russell, 
Acadamaidh Rìoghail Inbhir 
Nis; 3 Innes Scullion, Àrd-
sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

Conversation Ages 5-8 
Fluent (C20):  Conversation 
on any subject chosen by 
the competitor: 1 Hannah 
Robertson, Bun-sgoil Cnoc na 
Creige;  3 = Niamh Robertson, 
Bun-sgoil Cnoc na Creige and 
Seumas MacDonald, Bun-
sgoil Bhaile a’ Mhanaich; 4 
Jonathan Dòmhnallach, Sgoil 
Stafainn. 

Conversation Ages 9-10 
Fluent (C40): Conversation 
on any subject chosen by 
the competitor: 1 Màili 
MacLennan, Bun-sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis, Ewen 
Dingwall Memorial Trophy; 
2 Finlay MacLeay Morrison, 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu; 
3 Maeve Macdonald, Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

Poetry Recitation Ages 
11-12 Fluent (C42A (11 
YEARS)): 1 Maria Monk, 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu; 2 
Isla Scott, Sgoil Sir E Scott; 3 
Isabella Sommerville, Bun-
sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis.

Poetry Recitation Ages 11-
12 Fluent (C42A (12 YEARS)): 
1 Mary Sophia Morrison, 
Sgoil MhicNeacail; 2 Gillian 
Macsween, Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu; 3 Isla � oms, Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

Poetry Recitation Age 7 
Fluent (C22A(i)): 1 Seumas 
MacDonald, Bun-sgoil Bhaile 
a’ Mhanaich; 2 Iain MacLeòid, 
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Nis; 3 Finlay Montgomery, 
Sgoil a’ Bhac.

Poetry Recitation Age 10 
Fluent (C42(ii)):  1 Màili 
MacLennan, Bun-sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis; 2 Eilidh 
� oms, Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu; 3 Scott Mac a’ Phi, 
Bun-sgoil Achadh na Creige.

Poetry Recitation Ages 
5-6 Fluent (C22): 1 Jonathan 
Dòmhnallach, Sgoil Stafainn, 
Reverend Donald Stewart 
(Duntulm) Memorial Quaich; 
2 Alasdair MacLeòid, Bun-
sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis; 3 
Rachel MacLeod, Bun-sgoil 
Chondobhrait.

Poetry Recitation Ages 9 
Fluent (C42(i)): 1 Sorcha Jo 
MacDougall, Sgoil Bhàgh 
a’ Chaisteil; 2 = Jenna Yule, 
Bun-sgoil Chondobhrait and 
Shreya Saul, Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu; 3 Haraidh Lang 
MacDonald, Bun-sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghleann Dail.

Poetry Recitation Age 
8 Fluent (C22A(ii)):  1 
Ruaraidh MacLean, Comunn 
Gàidhealach Mhuile; 2 
Hannah Robertson, Bun-
sgoil Cnoc na Creige; 3 
Hannah MacLeod, Bun-sgoil 
Chondobhrait.

Poetry Recitation Ages 
13-15 Fluent (C92): 1 Cathal 
Callan, � e High School of 
Glasgow; 2 Eilidh Russell, 
Acadamaidh Rìoghail Inbhir 
Nis; 3 Laura Robertson, Ard-
sgoil Loch Abar.

Reading Ages 13-15 Open 
(C93): Reading a piece of 
prose: 1 Eòin Coinneach 
Cuimeanach, Àrd-sgoil 

Gheàrrloch; 2 Rae MacIver, 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu;  
3 Finlay MacLennan, 
Acadamaidh Rìoghail Inbhir 
Nis.

Reading Under 13 Fluent 
(C75): Reading at sight a 
piece of prose: 1  Arabella 
Manchester, Sgoil Bhaile 
a’ Mhanaich; 2 Hannah 
Robertson, Bun-sgoil Cnoc 
na Creige; 3 Anndra Uisdean 
Cuimeanach, Àrd-sgoil 
Gheàrrloch.

Clàrsach Senior Elementary 
(B325):  Solo playing of two 
pieces of music of Gaelic or-
igin: 1 F. Ann MacLean, Lios 
Mòr, Jean C Campbell Award; 
2 Anne Moar, Dùn Èideann.

Recital Class (Grade 6 
and above) (B332): Open 
to any players of gut and / 
or wire harp: 1 Anna Tait 
Westwell, Àrd-sgoil an 
Òbain, Sir Philip Christison 
Trophy; 2 Meredith Kennedy 
Kiemer, Sruighlea; 3 Abigail 
Cavanagh, Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu.

Clàrsach Elementary 
(Grade 1) (B322): Solo playing 
of two pieces of music of 
Gaelic origin: 1 Annabella 
Jean Kinnaird Stephen, 
Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pàirce, 
Florence Wilson Trophy; 
2 Anna Varwell, Bun-sgoil 
Chille Mhoire; 3 = Charlotte 
Cavanagh, Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu and Fiona Langley, 
Sgoil Sir E Scott.

Clàrsach Duets Under 13 
(B330): Own choice of a piece 
or set of pieces of Gaelic ori-
gin: 1 Clara Harrigan Lees and 
Brigitte Harrigan Lees, Sgoil 
George Heriot, Lord Birsay 
Trophy; 2 Anna Pearson and 
Esther Macleod, Àrd-sgoil 
Sheumais Ghilleasbuig; 3 
Ròsaidh Mackintosh and 
Issy Sutherland, Àrd-sgoil 
Sheumais Ghilleasbaig.

Clàrsach Ensembles (B331J): 
Any  number of instruments 
or voices, but to include no 
fewer than three clarsachs. 
Own choice music of Gaelic 
origin. No marks will be 
given for this class: 2 Harp 
Bazaar.

Clàrsach Intermediate 2 
(Grade 3-4) (B323A):  Solo 
playing of two pieces of 
music of Gaelic origin: 1 
Isabella Sommerville, Bun-
sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis, 
Lawrence MacDu�  Cup; 2 
Louise Foy, Acadamaidh 
Gharnock; 3 Ealasaid Faye 
NicFhionghuin, Àrd-sgoil 
Loch Abar.

Clàrsach Introductory (Up 
to Grade 1) (B321): Own 
choice instrumental piece 
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of Gaelic origin: 1 Martha 
Bauld, Bun-sgoil Dhòrnach, 
Helmsdale Trophy; 2 Katie 
Sutherland, Bun-sgoil Taobh 
na Pàirce; 3 Ruby MacLeod, 
Bun-sgoil Lacasdail.

Clàrsach Advanced (Grade 
5) (B324): Solo playing 
of two pieces of music of 
Gaelic origin: 1 Meredith 
Kennedy Kiemer, Sruighlea, 
Duncan Chisholm Trophy; 
2 Bronwen Stahl, Àrd-sgoil 
Sheumais Ghilleasbuig; 3 Lili 
McShea, Àrd-sgoil Sheumais 
Ghilleasbuig.

Clàrsach Composition 
(B329J): An original compo-
sition re� ecting the idiom of 
Gaelic music for a) Voice and 
Clàrsach or b) Clàrsach Solo: 
1 Meredith Kennedy Kiemer, 
Sruighlea, Margaret Balfour 
Trophy; 2 Grace Stewart-
Skinner, Am Blàr Dubh; 3 
Sophie NicDhòmhnaill, Bun-
sgoil Taobh na Pàirce.

Clàrsach Self 
Accompaniment (B320):  
Own choice of two con-
trasting Gaelic songs with 
clàrsach accompaniment: 

1 Isabella Sommerville, 
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Nis, Glendale Quaich; 2 Lili 
McShea, Àrd-sgoil Sheumais 
Ghilleasbuig; 3 Bronwen 
Stahl, Àrd-sgoil Sheumais 
Ghilleasbuig.

Clàrsach Intermediate 1 
(Grade 2-3) (B323): Solo play-
ing of two pieces of music of 
Gaelic origin: 1 Mairi Anna 
Binns, Sgoil Sir E Scott, K 
Barry Milner Trophy; Amy 
Darroch, Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu; 3 Christina 
Brincat, High School of 
Glasgow.

Media : Radio Programme 
(C01):  Prepare a radio pro-
gramme not exceeding 10 
minutes duration on the topic 
of Bliadhna na h-Òigridh 
(Year of Young People): 1 
Àrd-sgoil Mhalaig, £100 
Book Token.

Media (C02): Prepare a 
short � lm/vlog not exceeding 
10 minutes duration on the 
topic Bliadhna na h-Òigridh 
(Year of Young People): 1 
Breagha Dunbar and Katie 
Russell, £100 Book Token.

Art Ages 5-6 (C28): Prepare 
a poster with Gaelic word 
content on a subject of own 
choice: 1 Ruairidh MacLean-
Fleming, Bun-sgoil Lios Mòr, 
£50 Book Token;   2 Alasdair 
MacLean-Fleming, Bun-sgoil 
Lios Mòr, £30 Book Token.

Art Ages 7-8 (C28A):  
Prepare a poster with Gaelic 
word content on a subject of 
own choice: 1 Felix hughes, 
Bun-sgoil Achadh na Creige, 
£50 Book Token; 2 Alyss 
Macdonald, Bun-sgoil 
Achadh na Creige, £30 Book 
Token; 3 Esme Mary McLeod, 
Bun-sgoil Achadh na Creige.

Art Ages 9-10 (C54): Prepare 
a poster with Gaelic word 
content on a subject of own 
choice: 1 Màili MacLennan, 
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Nis, £50 Book Token; 2 
FInlay Macdonald, Bun-sgoil 
Ulapuil, £30 Book Token; 3 
Scott Mac a’Phi, Bun-sgoil 
Achadh na Creige, £20 Book 
Token.

Art Ages 11-12 (C54A):  
Prepare a poster with Gaelic 
word content on a subject 
of own choice: 1 Nuala 
MacDonald, Àrd-sgoil 
Ulapuil, £50 Book Token;  2 
Ceitidh Russell, Acadamaidh 
Rìoghail Inbhir Nis, £30 
Book Token.

Art Ages 13-15 (C107): 
Prepare a poster with Gaelic 
word content on a subject of 
own choice: 1 Liam Morrison, 
Àrd-sgoil Mhalaig, £100 Book 
Token; 2 Finlay MacLennan, 
Acadamaidh Rìoghail Inbhir 
Nis £70 Book Token;  3 Corra 
Davis, Àrd-sgoil Mhalaig, 
£50 Book Token.

Junior Literature: Literary 
Ages 13-15 Fluent (C98): 
Write a short story, a poem or 
a newspaper article on a topic 
of own choice: 1 Hamish 
Scott, Sir E Scott, £100 Book 
Token; 2 Ealasaid MacLean, 
Àrd-sgoil an Òbain, £70 Book 

Token; 3 Eoin Cuimeanach, 
Ard-sgoil Gheàrrloch, £50 
Book Token.

Literary Ages 9-10 (C53): 
Write a short story, a poem or 
a newspaper article on a topic 
of own choice: 1 Eoghann 
Caimbeul, Bun Sgoil Cille 
Mhoire, £50 Book Token;  
2 Oisín Fuentes, Bun-sgoil 
Taobh na Pàirce, £30 Book 
Token;  3 Lily Jane Robertson, 
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar, £20 Book Token.

Literary Ages 11-12 (C53A): 
Write a short story, a poem or 
a newspaper article on a topic 
of your own choice: 1 Master 
Dòmhnall Calum Reid, 
Breascleit, £50 Book Token; 
2 Master Andrew Sloss, Bun 
Sgoil Ghaidhlig Inbhir Nis, 
£30 Book Token; 3 Isabella 
Sommerville, Bun-sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis £20 
Book Token.

Literary Ages 13-15 
Learners (C105):  Write a 
short story, a poem or a 
newspaper article on a topic 
of  own choice: 1 Hannah 
NicLachlann, Ard-sgoil 
Ghearrloch, £100 Book 
Token;

Literary Ages 16-18 (C153): 
Write a short story, a poem 
or a newspaper article on 
a topic of own choice: 1 
Cameron Walton, Àrd-sgoil 
Gheàrrloch, £100 Book 
Token.

Senior Literature: Writer’s 
Award - Book for Adults 
(L400C): Best book for adults 
published in the past year: 
1 Am Balach Beag a dh’ 
èisteadh aig Dorsan le Alison 
Lang, £150 Book Token.

New Song (L402): New 
Gaelic song, put to music: 
Mr Marcas Mac an Tuairneir, 
Dùn Èideann £200 Book 
Token.

Play (L403): New play writ-
ten on any subject: 1 Màiri 
Milne, Glaschu, £100 Book 
Token; 2 F Ann MacLean, 
Lios Mòr, £70 Book Token; 
3 Marcas Eòin Mac an 

Còisir Ghàidhlig Loch Aber (Lochaber Gaelic Choir). 
17_MOD43DM18_Friday

Meredith Kennedy Kiemer, 
Stirling, won � rst place in 
the advanced clarsach and 
composition competitions.
51_MOD42lm1_B329

Oban Times editor Susan Windram presents the Oban 
Times Gold Medal to winner Lyle Kennedy from Falkirk.
51_MOD42lm1A234

Tuairneir,£50 Book Token.
Writing (L404): Article 

of less than 2,000 words: 
1 Marcas Eòin Mac an 
Tuairneir, £100 Book Token; 
2 F. Ann MacLean, Lios 
Mòr, £70 Book Token; 3 Mrs 
Christine Stone, Gallaibh, 
£50 Book Token.

Poetry (L405):  � ree pieces 
of poetry in either traditional 
or contemporary style, on any 
subject: 1 F Ann MacLean, 
Lios Mòr, £100 Book 
Token; 2 Mr Calum Angus 
MacDonald, Strathaven, £70 
Book Token; 3 Liam Alastair 
Crouse, Uibhist, £50 Book 
Token.

Writing (L406): Short story 
of less than 2,000 words, on 
any subject, competitor’s 
choice: 1 Mrs Christine 
Stone, Gallaibh, £100 Book 
Token;  2 Mòrag Anna 
NicNèill, Barraigh, £70 Book 
Token; 3 F Ann MacLean, 
Lios Mòr, £50 Book Token.

Choral Arrangement 
(L408):  For adult male, 
female or mixed voices – 
own choice of a song from 
the Gaelic Tradition: 1 Mr 
Raonall Mac an t-Saoir, 
Edinburgh, £100 Book 
Token; 2 Dr Vic Linnemann, 
Tobermory, £70 Book Token;  
3 Sandaidh NicDhòmhnaill 
Jones, Uibhist a Deas, £50 
Book Token.

Writing (L410): Non-� ction 
prose of approximately 2000 
words: 1 Mrs Christine Stone, 
Gallaibh £100 Book Token; 2 
F. Ann MacLean, Lios Mòr, 
£70 Book Token.

Writer’s Award - Book for 
Teenagers (L400B): Best 
Book for Teenagers published 
in the past year: 1 Granaidh 
Afraga le Mòrag Anna 
NicNèill, £150 Book Token.

Writer’s Award - Children’s 
Book (L400A):  Best book 
for children published in the 
last year. Sponsored by Clan 
Currie: 1 Càit a bheil mo 
Bhròg? le Tormod Macleòid, 
£150 Book Token.

� ursday:
Rural Choirs (A306): Singing 
of prescribed puirt a beul: 1 
Còisir Sgir’ A’ Bhac, Aline 
MacKenzie Memorial 
Trophy,  Calum Robertson 
Memorial Trophy for highest 
marks in Gaelic. 2 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Chàrlabhaigh; 
3 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Bharraigh;  Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Chàrlabhaigh won the Evelyn 
Huckbody Memorial Trophy 
for highest marks  in Music 
and Avril Duncan of Coisir 
Sgir’ A’ Bhac won the John 
Young Memorial Baton for 
the Conductor of the winning 
choir.

Rural Choirs Ladies (A305):  
Singing of two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice: 
1 Còisir Bhan Na Hearadh, 
Grampian TV Trophy, Rotary 
Club of Blairgowrie Trophy 
for highest marks in Music. 
Còisir Sgir’ A’ Bhac won 
Angus MacTavish Memorial 
Trophy for highest marks in 
Gaelic; Iain Maciver, Coisir 
Bhan na Hearadh won the 
Rod Mackenzie, Sgìr a’ Bhac 
Memorial Baton to the con-
ductor of the winning choir.

Rural Choirs (A300): 
Singing two songs, one 
prescribed and one own 
choice: 1 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Mhealbhaich, the Lorn Shield;  
2 Còisir Sgir’ A’ Bhac; 3 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Chàrlabhaigh and 
Còisir Ghàidhlig nan Loch. 

Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Mhealbhaich also won the 
Mrs Catheriine C MacDonald 
Silver Baton, � e Dalriada 
Cup for highest marks in 
Gaelic and the Captain Angus 
Stewart Trophy for highest 
marks in music.

Rural Choirs (A303):  
Singing of two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice:  
1 Bùrach, Sheri�  MacMaster 
Campbell Memorial Quaich; 
2 Còisir Ghàidhlig an Eilein 
Mhuilich; 3 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Ìle.

Bùrach won the Selma 
Shield for highest marks 
in Gaelic and the Grace 
Robertson Memorial Baton 
for the conductor of the choir 
wih highest marks in music.

Solo Singing Ladies Fluent 
(A230): One song sung 
in traditional style, own 
choice: 1 Steaphanaidh 
Chaimbeul, Caol Loch 
Aillse, Moray Trophy;  2 
Màiri Nicleòid, Càrlabhagh; 
3 Kerrie NicFhionnlaigh, 
Reay; 4 Amanda Millen, 
Glaschu; 4 Carolyn Groat, An 
Gearasdan.

Grace 
Stewart-
Skinner, 
18, Am 
Blàr Dubh, 
won 
second 
place 
in the 
clarsach 
compo-
sition 
compe-
tition. 
51_MOD42lm2_

B329
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Results Anna Tait 
Westwell, 
16, from 
Oban, won 
the recital 
class for 
players 
of a gut 
or wired 
harp. 51_

MOD42lm3_B329

� ursday continued:

Following our appeal 
a couple of weeks ago, 
Deirdre MacFarlane of 
Taynuilt got in touch to let 
us know our photograph 
was of Taynuilt Gaelic Choir 
at the 1933 Mòd which was 
held in the September in 
Glasgow.

The picture shows – front 
row: Rev J McPherson, An-
nabella MacCallum, Morag 
Ingles, Maggie Brown, Katie 
Black ( Blackmill ), Mrs Scott 
( Railway cottages ), Mary 
MacDonald, Katie Campbell 
( Achadacallan ), Mrs 
Murray, Leezie MacDonald, 
Father Gettins. Back row: 
Hugh McKenzie, Angus 
MacDonald,  Flo MacKay, 
Alistair MacDonald, Miss 

MacDonald (Aros), Johnny 
McIntyre (Kilchrenan), 
Dunkie Campbell, (Lochan-
dhu ), Dr McNicol, Dougie 
Bannatyne (The Smiddy), 
Johnny Collie, Johnny 
MacDonald (Kirkton), Joey 
Ingles, Duncan MacFarlane.

Mrs MacFarlane went on 
to say: ’My father-in-law is 
Duncan MacFarlane and I 
remember him telling us the 
names of choir members 
which my mother-in-law 
wrote down. I have a copy 
of the photo and the list of 
names written at the time.

’My late husband, Sandy, 
who died last November, 
would have been able to 
add more information as to 
where people lived.’

Mystery solved: Taynuilt Gaelic Choir focus of historic photo 

Friday:
Senior Choir:  Open (A308): 
Singing of prescribed puirt 
a beul: 1 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Lodainn, Greenock Gaelic 
Choir Cup; 2 Ceòlraidh 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu; 3 
Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Pheo� arain.

Area Choirs (A301): Lovat 
and Tullibardine Trophy. 
Singing of two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice: 
1 Còisir Ghàidhlig Lodainn, 
Lovat and Tullibardine 
Trophy; 2 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
an Òbain; 3 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Inbhir Nis.

Còisir Ghàidhlig an Òbain 
won the Donald � omson 
Memorial Quaich, Donald J 
Macaskill memorial Trophy 
and Weekly Scotsman's 
Quaich  and for highest 
marks in Gaelic. 

Còisir Ghàidhlig Lodainn 
won the Oban Times silver 
Salver for highest marks in 
music and Angus Tully won 

Còisir Ghàidhlig Shruighlea (Stirling Gaelic Choir) won the Margrat Duncan Memorial 
Trophy in the rural choir compeition, as well as receiving the highest marks in both music 
and Gaelic. 17_TMOD43DM20_Friday

Mary Lamont Gold Medal 
Traditional Final (Ladies) 
(TSL232): Sing two songs in 
the traditional manner: 1 
Steaphanaidh Chaimbeul, 
Caol Loch Aillse, Mary 
Lamont Gold Medal (Ladies), 
Islander Shield (Ladies); 
2 Carolyn Groat, An 
Gearasdan.

Solo Singing Men Fluent 
(A231): One song sung in tra-
ditional style, own choice: 1 
Ciaran Iòsaph MacAonghais, 
An Gearasdan, Lochaber 
Rotary Club Trophy; 2 
Michael Mackay, Catlett USA.

Mary Lamont Gold Medal 
Traditional Final (Men) 
(TSM232): Sing two songs 
in the traditional manner: 1 
Ciaran Iòsaph MacAonghais, 
An Gearasdan, Mary Lamont 
Gold Medal (Men), Islander 
Shield (Men); 2 Michael 
Mackay, Catlett USA.

Solo Singing Fluent (A234): 
Singing a prescribed song 
composed by a Lorn bard: 
1 Lyle Kennedy, An Eaglais 
Bhreac, Oban Times Gold 
Medal.

Solo singing (A272): Sing 
one own choice song: 1 Stuart 
A Jackson, Lochaline, Isle of 
Mull, Lochewe Branch Cup;  
2 Sandaidh NicDhòmhnaill 
Jones, Uibhist a Deas; 3 = 
Anne Bennett, Dùn Dè and 
Shona Keith, Ceann Loch 
Gilb.

Puirt-a-beul (A233): 
Description S i n g i n g 
puirt-a-beul, competitor’s 
choice: 1 Sa� ron Hanvidge, 
Inbhir Nis, Duncan Johnston 
Memorial Trophy; 2 Iseabail 
Nic an t-Sagairt, Glaschu 
agus Ìle; 3 Amanda Millen, 
Glaschu.

Solo Instrumental (A279):  
Solo self-accompaniment of 
two Gaelic songs, own choice 
with any instrument except 
Clàrsach and Piano: 1 Alan 
McLeod, Brùra, Largs Branch 
Trophy; 2 John Blair, Kilmuir; 
3 Colin Fisher, Skelmorlie.

Cèilidh Group (A277): One 
Gaelic song with instrumen-
tal accompaniment and one 
cèilidh set: 1 Ceòl a’ Chinn a 
Tuath, Marshall Stormonth 
Memorial Trophy.

Waulking (A278): Sing 
waulking songs of own 
choice: 1 Còmhlan Luadh 
Bhàideanach, Harris Tweed 
Authority Trophy.

Reading Poetry, Open 
(A204): Reading of a poem 
based on a speci� ed theme, 
competitors own choice: 1 

Cairistìona Stone, Gallaibh, 
An Comunn Gàidhealach 
Prize;  2 Seònaid Nic 
Dhòmhnaill, Tobar Mhoire; 
3 F. Ann MacLean, Lios Mòr.

Reading Prose, Open 
(A205): Reading of a passage 
of prose based on a speci� ed 
theme, competitors own 
choice:  1 Cairistìona Stone, 
Gallaibh, An Comunn 
Gàidhealach Prize; 2 Seònaid 
Nic Dhòmhnaill, Tobar 
Mhoire; 3 F. Ann MacLean, 
Lios Mòr. 

Solo singing (A272): Sing 
one own choice song: 1 Stuart 
A Jackson, Lochaline, Isle of 
Mull, Lochewe Branch Cup;  
2 Sandaidh NicDhòmhnaill 
Jones, Uibhist a Deas; 3 = 
Anne Bennett, Dùn Dè and 
Shona Keith, Ceann Loch 
Gilb.

Puirt-a-beul (A233): 
Description S i n g i n g 
puirt-a-beul, competitor’s 
choice: 1 Sa� ron Hanvidge, 

Inbhir Nis, Duncan Johnston 
Memorial Trophy; 2 Iseabail 
Nic an t-Sagairt, Glaschu 
agus Ìle; 3 Amanda Millen, 
Glaschu.

Solo Instrumental (A279):  
Solo self-accompaniment of 
two Gaelic songs, own choice 
with any instrument except 
Clàrsach and Piano: 1 Alan 
McLeod, Brùra, Largs Branch 
Trophy; 2 John Blair, Kilmuir; 

3 Colin Fisher, Skelmorlie.
Cèilidh Group (A277): One 

Gaelic song with instrumen-
tal accompaniment and one 
cèilidh set: 1 Ceòl a’ Chinn a 
Tuath, Marshall Stormonth 
Memorial Trophy.

Waulking (A278): Sing 
waulking songs of own 
choice: 1 Còmhlan Luadh 
Bhàideanach, Harris Tweed 
Authority Trophy.

Reading Poetry, Open 
(A204): Reading of a poem 
based on a speci� ed theme, 
competitors own choice: 1 
Cairistìona Stone, Gallaibh, 
An Comunn Gàidhealach 
Prize;  2 Seònaid Nic 
Dhòmhnaill, Tobar Mhoire; 
3 F. Ann MacLean, Lios Mòr.

Reading Prose, Open 
(A205): Reading of a passage 
of prose based on a speci� ed 
theme, competitors own 
choice:  1 Cairistìona Stone, 
Gallaibh, An Comunn 
Gàidhealach Prize; 2 Seònaid 
Nic Dhòmhnaill, Tobar 
Mhoire; 3 F. Ann MacLean, 
Lios Mòr.

the Malcolm G MacCallum 
Silver Baton.

Area Choirs (A302): 
Margrat Duncan Memorial 
Trophy. Singing of two songs, 
one prescribed, one own 
choice:  1 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Shruighlea, Margrat Duncan 
Memorial Trophy; 2 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Obair Pheallaidh; 
3 Ceòlraidh Ghàidhlig Dhùn 
Dè.

Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Shruighlea won the 
Sta�  nders Quaich for 
highest marks in music, the 
John McNicol Memorial 
Trophy for highest marks 
in Gaelic and conductor 
Jane McQueen won the An 
Commun Silver Baton.

Area Choirs Ladies (A304):  
Singing of two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice: 
1 Còisir Ghàidhlig an Òbain, 
Esme Smythe Trophy,  Alex 
MacArthur Memorial 
Prize; 2 Còisir Ghàidhlig Ìle 
Ghlaschu; 3 Atomaig Piseag;  

Còisir Ghàidhlig an Òbain 
won the Angus Johnston 
Memorial Quaich for the 
highest marks in music 
and Donald U Johnston 
Memorial Quaich for the 
highest marks in Gaelic.

Quartet (A276): Singing, 
competitor’s choice:  1 
Buidheann, Stornoway 
Gaelic Choir Cup; 2 Na 
Boireannaich Eile; 3 
Ceòlraidh Ùr;  Buidheann 
won the Ian Crighton 
Memorial Trophy for the 
highest marks in Gaelic 
and Marshall Stormonth 
Memorial Trophy for the 
highest marks in music.
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LEISURE &

A library whose origins lie at 
the heart of early Christian 
learning in Scotland has been 
sympathetically renovated 
a� er two years of work and 
the help of £100,000 lottery 
funding, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

� e Duke of Argyll o�  cially 
opened the refurbished Iona 
Abbey Library, pictured right, 
on Saturday in front of repre-
sentatives from the Church of 
Scotland and invited guests.

Work   was carried out on 
behalf of the Iona Cathedral 
Trust, which was established 
by the Duke’s great, great 
grandfather in 1899.

� e National Lottery grant-
ed £100,000 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund towards the 

scheme. � e Very Rev Dr 
Finlay Macdonald, chairman 
of the Iona Cathedral Trust, 
said: ‘� e trustees gratefully 
acknowledge the grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund 
which will help preserve the 

library for future generations.
‘We are also grateful to all 

who have worked with the 
Cathedral Trust to restore 
this gem of a library.

‘� e restored volumes form 
part of a collection of nation-

al signi� cance and the refur-
bished library space o� ers a 
most congenial environment 
for re� ection and study.’

As part of the project, 300 
historic volumes have been 
repaired by conservators on 
the mainland.

A digital catalogue is also 
being created and this will 
be hosted by the University 
of the Highlands and Islands. 
� e collection includes Gaelic 
manuscripts and examples of 
Celtic Art.

Local communities on Iona 
and Mull have been able 
to learn about the library 
during its closure with tours 
for schools and opportunities 
for children to try their 
hand at book-binding and 

calligraphy. At the heart 
of St Columba’s monastery 
in the sixth century was a 
scriptorium in which manu-
script copies of the Bible and 
other texts were made by the 
monks.

� e famous Book of Kells 
may have been created on 
Iona and sent to its sister 
community at Kells in 
Ireland for safe-keeping 
during Viking invasions.

� e Columban monastery 
was replaced in the 13th cen-
tury by a Benedictine Abbey, 
which included a library 
situated above the Chapter 
House.

Eventually the medieval 
abbey became a ruin until the 
Abbey Church was restored 

by the trustees in 1913 and 
the domestic buildings, 
including the library, were 
restored by the newly formed 
Iona Community, under 
the leadership of George 
MacLeod, in the 1940s and 
’50s.

Iona Abbey is one of 
Scotland’s top heritage 
attractions and the island of 
Iona regularly attracts more 
than 130,000 visitors a year.

� e whole initiative has 
been supported by a number 
of organisations, including 
Historic Environment 
Scotland, the University of 
the Highlands and Islands, 
the Iona Community and the 
island of Iona Community 
Council.

Iona Abbey’s refurbished library o�  cially opens

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Jenna Campbell joined Slimming 
World in July 2017 and 
lost over 5st
You can do 
it too.
“ Jenna enjoys 

Slimming World 
as she loves the huge 
support received at each 
class from Rhona and 
the class members. Taster 
days are one of Jenna’s 
favourites as she gets to 
try new recipes which she 
goes on to try at home. 
Since losing 5 stone, Jenna 
has much more energy 
and feels great - thanks to 
Slimming World! ”

support received at each 

the class members. Taster 

try new recipes which she 

Since losing 5 stone, Jenna 

and feels great - thanks to 

Jenna Campbell joined Slimming 
World in July 2017 and 
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Cuba football tops
Donnie Maroot, who will 
be this year’s chairperson of 
the Lewis and Harris annual 
gathering, has been doing 
wonderful charity work again.

On Monday evening, he 
hosted a Fitba4Cuba quiz in 
the Park Bar (having recently 
visited the country) and asked 
competitors to donate football 
tops which will be sent out 
to impoverished children in 
Cuba.

� ere are two things about 
this that make me smile. 
First, the wonderful work 
that Donnie continually does 
for various charities across 
the world and at home. And, 
secondly, the fact that, very 
soon, dozens of Cuban children 
will be running around the 
streets of Havana in Rangers, 
Celtic, Partick � istle and Ross 
County tops – among many 
others.

Marag supper
� is Saturday night’s Marag 
supper by the Glasgow Skye 
Association will, in fact, be a 
Marag  supper with a bit of a 
di� erence.

Rather than just the usual an-
nual supper and ceilidh (which 
is always a fantastic night), 
this time it will be a Marags 
and Bàrds night with Eilidh 
Cormack talking about the 
poetry of Skye Bàrds, Tearlach 
a Phosta and Niall Gobha.

Eilidh, who has just returned 
from the National Mòd in 
Dunoon having won the 
Scottish Government’s Gaelic 
Ambassador of the Year Award, 
and who works for DASG (the 
Digital Archive of Scottish 
Gaelic),  will be singing some 
of those bàrds’ songs as well as 
giving her talk. 

Rory MacDiarmid will also 
be there giving a few tunes on 
the box.

As usual, this event will take 
place at 7.30pm in the Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street.

Great line-up
� is year’s Lewis and Harris 
Association annual gathering 
on Friday November 2 looks 
set to be another cracker in the 
Glasgow University Union.

Singers are Arthur Cormack, 
Ainsley Hamill, Alasdair 
MacArthur and Joanie 
Morrison. Donald Black will 
guest on the mouth organ and 
the association piper, Ross 
MacKay, will play throughout 
the night. 

� e evening will be hosted by 
Donnie ‘Maroot’ MacLeod – 
whose patter I’m sure will be as 
eagerly anticipated by many as 
the music.

Tickets are £10 and available 
at the door and further details 
are below in the What’s on 
section.

What’s on
Saturday October 27: Glasgow 
Skye Association Marag supper 
at 7.30pm in the Crawford Hall.

Saturday October 27: Stirling 
branch of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach cèilidh in the 
Lesser Albert Hall.

� ursday November 1: � e 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association chairman’s dinner 
in Pond Hotel, Great Western 
Road, at 7.15pm for 7.30pm.

Friday November 2: � e 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association annual gathering 
concert in Glasgow University 
Union at 7.30pm and therea� er 
the dance with Beinn Lee 
Ceilidh Band at 10.30pm-2am.

Saturday November 10: 
Gaelic singing workshop in 
the Church of the Holy Trinity 
and St Barnabas, Paisley, from 
9.30am-1pm.

Saturday November 10: 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association children’s party 
in Heart of Scotstoun, 64 
Balmoral Street, at 1pm.

Friday November 23: � e 
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association dinner dance at 
7.30pm – venue TBC.

‘Eilean’ book launch 
at Tobermory festival 
� e doors open on the � rst 
Tobermory Book Festival, 
West over Sea, today 
(� urday October 25).

� e three organisers be-
hind the non-pro� t venture, 
which runs until Sunday 
(October 28) – long-time 
friends Hugh Andrew, 
Hugh Raven and Duncan 
Swinbanks – hope it will 
start ‘a unique and enjoyable 
end of season attraction for 
Mull’.

One of the highlights of 
the weekend takes place to-
morrow (Friday) night. � e 
book launch for Eilean: � e 
Photography of Margaret 
Fay Shaw, will be a moving 
and intimate tribute to two 
of the most extraordinary 
people  to have lived in the 
West Highlands. 

Most of the pictures in 
the book have only recently 
been digitised for the � rst 
time and o� er a wonderful 
portrait of the people and 
landscapes of the Hebrides. 

Unlike many art photogra-
phers Margaret Fay Shaw’s 
pictures are full of people 

and humour – and particu-
larly the cats she so adored. 
Margaret only died in 2004 
and it is sobering to realise 
the vast gulf that separates 
the lives celebrated in these 
photographs to the world 
today. 

As well as her photography, 
Margaret and John Lorne 
Campbell le�  an astonish-
ing literary legacy, both of 
their own work but also of 
transcriptions of stories and 
tales from such as the famous 
Coddy of Barra or Angus 
MacLellan of South Uist, 
as well as their de� nitive 
collections of Hebridean folk 
songs, recently republished 
in full. An evening event in 
slides and � lm celebrating 
their lives will be followed by 
a dinner at Hebridean Lodge 
just outside Tobermory, 
where Mòd Gold Medallist 
and archivist on Canna, 
Fiona Mackenzie, who edited 
Eilean, will sing some of the 
songs from their collections. 

For details of all the other 
events and to book, visit 
www.westoversea.co.uk

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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It’s a new chapter for cra�  in Scotland, 
with the establishment of the country’s 
� rst folk school, writes Sandy Neil.

Based in Argyll, Archipelago 
Folkschool is teaching ‘endangered’ 
cra�  skills such as blacksmithing, kay-
ak and boat building – with one ‘boat 
building course for women, taught 
only by women’.

� e social enterprise explained: 
‘Despite folk schools being well-estab-
lished in Scandinavia and the USA, 
this will be the � rst of its kind in the 
UK. Until now there have been few 
opportunities for the public to learn 
the cra�  of boat building in Scotland.’

� e organisation was formed by boat 
builder Ben Wilde and artist Ruth 
Little in spring 2018, with the aim of 
connecting people with cra� . 

Residential courses are held across 

Scotland, including Scoraig, Iona, and 
Mull, with shorter weekend courses in 
Glasgow and Loch Goil.

Ben said: ‘We’re really excited to be 
starting something new and positive 
in Scotland. I love making and playing 
about in boats, and I’m excited to 
encourage a wider range of people to 
get the chance to do it too.’

Scotland’s � rst 
folk school 
opens in Argyll

Archipelago Folkschool are 
holding residential courses 
across Scotland, including 
Iona and Mull, with 
shorter weekend courses in 
Glasgow and Loch Goil.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
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Tickets for Oban Live 2019, 
Argyll’s biggest outdoor mu-
sic concert, are to go on sale 
early November, the event 
team has announced.   � e 
event takes place on June 7 
and 8 next year at Moss� eld 
Stadium in Oban.

� e highly anticipated 
news from the event follows 
another successful year for 
Oban Live, celebrating an 
attendance � gure of just more 
than 8,000 and an economic 
boost of £1.4 million to the 
town.

� e event welcomes visitors 
from all over the world who 
come to see an eclectic all-
star line-up of traditional, 
folk, rock and pop artists in 
a west coast stadium setting.

Tickets for the 2019 event 
will be released in three tiers, 
starting with an exclusive 
Oban Times o� er, followed 
by an early bird o� er. Tickets 
will go to full price once dis-

counted tickets have sold out. 
Readers of � e Oban Times 

can once again get exclusive 
access to the cheapest tickets 
around, with a very special 
local o� er going on sale at 
11am on � ursday November 
8 for 48 hours until 11am 
Saturday November 10.

� e incredible o� er gives 
readers a further  20 per 

cent o�  already discounted 
early bird ticket prices, with 
a maximum of four tickets 
per person. � e o� er excludes 
VIP tickets.

Readers will be able to 
redeem the o� er online via an 
exclusive website address or 
in person at speci� ed times at 
the BID4Oban o�  ce using a 
special coupon. Both the cou-

pon and exclusive weblink, 
along with full details, will be 
printed in � e Oban Times 
on November 8. Readers are 
advised to get in quickly with 
only 48 hours to redeem the 
o� er while tickets last.

Discounted early bird 
tickets will then go on sale 
via the Oban Live website 
on Saturday November 10 at 
noon until tickets last. Full-
price tickets will go on sale 
therea� er.

Previous stars have in-
cluded KT Tunstall (2016), 
Toploader, Hue And Cry 
(2017), as well as internation-
al trad favourites Skerryvore, 
Skipinnish, Sharon Shannon 
and We Banjo 3. � e Oban 
Live Fringe extends the party 
across the whole weekend 
with live music and special 
o� ers across the town’s bars, 
cafes, restaurants, shops and 
more.

Visit www.obanlive.com.

Ticket release date set 
for Oban Live 2019

Rab’s Anniversaryville 
packs out Victory Hall 
in Benderloch
Benderloch’s Palladium has 
notched up another legend-
ary night.

Folk legend Rab Noakes 
and Americana darling 
Jill Jackson performed for 
a packed audience at the 
Victory Hall.

Rab, who ran with the 
same Glasgow folk as Gerry 
Ra� erty, Barbara Dixon and 
Billy Connolly, was a wonder.

At the youthful-looking age 
of 70 and recovering from 
cancer treatment, he was in 
great voice and on good form 
promoting his new album, 
Welcome to Anniversaryville 
with a mix of new and ‘land-
mark’ songs, including some 
of love and de� ance relating 
to his tonsillar cancer.

Rab’s   collaboration with 
the rich honey-toned vocals 
of his ‘mentee’ Jill Jackson 
only made the night even 
better. 

She is a hit. Her songs 
and stories behind them 
are charmingly lyrical and 

straight from the heart. 
� ank you for sharing.

� e next o� ering from 
the Benderloch stage is � e 
Antics on Friday November 
16 with classic rock, modern 
hits and plenty of craic.

Rab Noakes enthralled 
audience that packed out 
Victory Hall, Benderloch

Live Music  •  Beer Specials  •  Incredible Golf  •  Luxurious Accommodation

2018

MACHTOBERFESTMACHTOBERFESTMACHTOBERFEST

2-night stay for TWO 
in the Luxurious 

Ugadale Hotel & Cottages 
FROM JUST £159 PP*

• Daily cooked breakfasts

• £40† food & drink voucher for any 
of our pubs or restaurants! (£80† 
voucher in Cottages)

• Unlimited Golf at Machrihanish Dunes

• Discounted Golf at Machrihanish GC

*Hotel and golf rounds subject to availability. Includes VAT and £3 nightly resort fee. Price shown 
is per person for four people in a Ugadale Cottage, rates will be slightly higher for stays in The 
Ugadale and Royal Hotel. Rates vary based on room type and are valid 1 October - 31 October, 
2018.  †Vouchers are non-transferable, have no cash value, and must be used during your stay.

TO BOOK YOUR STAY, CALL 01586 810019.
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malts OF THE month
The stark whitewashed walls of its ware-
house, nestling on Islay’s south coast, have 
long been a beacon to lovers of smoky 
single malt.

Now, as the season of giving draws near, 
Ardbeg is inviting whisky drinkers to take 
home a unique distillery memento – with 
a gift edition that celebrates an iconic loca-
tion, and two much-loved local characters.

The eye-catching Ardbeg 2018 gift 
edition features a presentation tin that 
replicates Ardbeg’s legendary warehouse, 
complete with bold black lettering, white-
washed walls and embossed rivets.

The word ‘Ardbeg’ emblazoned on the 
warehouse wall was once a signpost for 
ships heading towards the shore. Now it’s a 
signpost towards the perfectly peaty spirit 
of Islay.

And this year’s tin is not just about the 
place, but also pays tribute to some of the 
distillery’s famous faces.

Along the side of the tin, Yogi, one of Ard-
beg’s industrious stillmen, rolls a large cask 
of whisky, while Shortie, the distillery’s 
feisty Jack Russell, stands guard.

The hinged roof opens to reveal a bottle 
of Ardbeg 10-year-old nestling inside, a 
whisky revered around the world as one of 
the peatiest, smokiest and most complex 
Islay single malts.

Distillery manager Mickey Heads said: 
‘Yogi and Shortie are two of our most 
well-known characters and there’s nobody 
better suited to represent the spirit of Islay 

than this sprightly duo. With their addition, 
we’ve somehow managed to make our 
famous warehouse more iconic.

‘When it comes to the whisky inside, 
Ardbeg 10-year-old has stunning briny 
notes which bring a welcome taste of our 
distillery’s long association with the sea. 

‘Alongside the familiar power of smoke 
and peat, that salty tang is perfectly bal-
anced with sweetness.’

WHAT’S ON IN OBAN

THURSDAY 25TH OCTOBER
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church Hall
10am - 11.30am
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 26TH OCTOBER
Oban Dance Academy - Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day
Karaoke Mayhem 
Kilmelford Village Hall
6.00pm - 8.30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
Crooked Reel . Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment @ The 
Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm . Free Entry 

SATURDAY 27TH OCTOBER 
Oban Dance Academy - Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall. All Day
parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban. 9.30am
Adam Sutherland School of Fiddle 
Weekend 
The Rock� eld Centre
Master Builders Lego Club 
The Rock� eld Centre. 10.00am - 12.00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
Chunks. Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment @ The 
Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm 
Free Entry 
SUNDAY 28TH OCTOBER
Adam Sutherland School of Fiddle 
Weekend 

The Rock� eld Centre
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher 
MONDAY 29TH OCTOBER
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
WEDNESDAY 31ST OCTOBER  
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Live Music & Entertainment @ The 
Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz. Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and free pizza at 
half time

In partnership with Oban Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details.
To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA THIS WEEK
Tel: 01631 562905 or see
www.obanphoenix.com for more details

THURSDAY 25
13:45 / 18:00 / 20:30` HALLOWEEN 18
14:00 / 16:00 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
16:00 A STORK’S JOURNEY U
18:15 THE WIFE 15
20:30 VENOM 15

FRIDAY 26
16:00 SMALLFOOT U
16:15 A STAR IS BORN
18:15 / 21:00 HALLOWEEN 18
19:00 GOD’S OWN COUNTRY 15
20:30 DONKEYOTE 15
22:15 ZOMBIELAND 15

SATURDAY 27
11:30  HOCUS POCUS PG
12:00 / 14:15 SMALLFOOT U
16:15 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
16:30 A STAR IS BORN 15
18:15 / 21:15 HALLOWEEN 18
19:15 THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 15
20:30 DONKEYOTE 15
22:15 THE SHINING 15

SUNDAY 28
12:00  JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
12:00 SMALLFOOT U
14:00 THE WIFE 15

14:30 A STAR IS BORN 15
16:15 DONKEYOTE 15
17:00  GREASE PG
18:00 / 19:15 HALLOWEEN 18
20:15 SCARY MOVIE 18

MONDAY 29
14:00 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
16:00 SMALLFOOT U
16:30 LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS PG
18:15 A STAR IS BORN 15
18:15 / 21:00 HALLOWEEN 18
20:30 THE WIFE 15

TUESDAY 30
13:45 / 16:00 SMALLFOOT U
16:15 THE ADAMS FAMILY PG
18:00 / 21:00 HALLOWEEN 18
18:15 A STAR IS BORN 15
20:15 THE WIFE 15

WEDNESDAY 31
16:00 SMALLFOOT U
16:30 THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS PG
18:00 / 22:00 HALLOWEEN 18
18:15 A STAR IS BORN 15
20:15 HALLOWEEN (1978) 15
21:00 THE EXORCIST (1973) 18

If we are able to get screen 2 up and running by Friday there will extra � lms that people can � nd on the 
website - www.obanphoenix.com

� e vibrant and diverse 
original music scene in Oban 
was well represented at last 
weekend’s MOJO event in 
Ardfern.

No fewer than four of the 
six bands to take to the stage 
are based in Oban.

Stephen Skinn (band), � e 
Hollow Mountain String 
Band, Citizen 9 and headline 
act 4Below all made the 
journey down from Oban to 
the Craignish Village Hall to 
take part in this unique and 
intimate gig.

In its second year, the event 
has grown considerably with 
more than 100 tickets pre-
sold and many more bought 
at the door on the evening.

From the subtle and 
engaging melodies from 
Stephen Skinn, through the 
intricate and foot-stomping 
Americana-inspired tunes 
from � e Hollow Mountain 
String Band to the heavier, 
rockier sounds from Citizen9 
and 4Below, the bands were 
also joined on stage by solo 
singer-songwriter Liam 
Somerville and acoustic duo 

� e Brambelles. All the acts 
were keen to showcase their 
talents and the diverse styles 
of original music being creat-
ed in Argyll.

Oban bands dominate at MOJO gig

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 25 AN DÀMHAIR
THURSDAY 25 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Dreach Ùr 
21.00 ÙR | NEW: MÒD 2018: Buinn Òir an 
t-Seann Nòis 
23.20 Dhan Uisge (Isle of Arran) (rpt)
23.30 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.45  Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
Gru�  Rhys (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 26 AN DÀMHAIR
FRIDAY 26 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.35    Machair (rpt)
19.00     An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.30 Cearcall (rpt)
20.00  Fonn mo Bheatha – Calum 
Màrtainn (rpt)
20.30 Fuine S5 (rpt)
21.00 MÒD 2018: Mod nan Còisirean (rpt)
22.30  Trapped 5 (rpt)
23.20 Belladrum 2017: Feeder (rpt) 

DISATHAIRNE 27 AN DÀMHAIR
SATURDAY 27 OCTOBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
17.45    An Là – News
18.00  ÙR | NEW: Scottish Premiership – 
Kilmarnock v Hamilton Academical 
20.00    Machair (rpt)
20.25 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.30 An t-Eilean (rpt)
21.00 Lorient is Alba: Scotland’s Year (rpt)

22.00 ÙR | NEW: Fo Ghlas
22.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
23.00 Scottish Premiership – Kilmarnock v 
Hamilton Academical (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 28 AN 
DÀMHAIR
SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER
16.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish Women’s 
Premier League  
18.10 Binneas – Na Trads (Tom Orr 
Scottish Dance Band) (rpt)  
18.15 An Là – News 
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia (rpt)
20.00 Dreach Ùr (rpt)
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
21.00  Am Fear Cinnidh Òg (rpt)
22.00  Lorient is Alba: Scotland’s Year (rpt)
23.00 Trapped 5 (rpt)
23.50 Binneas – Na Trads (Malinky) (rpt)

DILUAIN 29 AN DÀMHAIR
MONDAY 29 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Solus Buan (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Fuine S5
21.00 ÙR | NEW:  Trusadh – Sean is Òg
22.00  ÙR | NEW: Ceòlmhor@ Piping Live!
22.30  An Dùbhlan – Sanjeev Kohli Does 
Gaelic (rpt)
23.30 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.50  Dhan Uisge (Isle of Arran) (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 30 AN DÀMHAIR
TUESDAY 30 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

19.00   Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)  
19.30    Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Malinky) (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: An t-Eilean
21.00 Luther 500: An t-Strì Spioradail (rpt) 
22.00    Trusadh – Seann is Òg (rpt)
23.00 Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
23.30  Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 31 AN DÀMHAIR
WEDNESDAY 31 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Lot (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Malinky) (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt) 
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Cumhachd a’ Yoik
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish Premiership – St 
Mirren v Motherwell 

DIARDAOIN 01 AN T-SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 01 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
19.10  An Là - News
19.20 ÙR | NEW: Champions League – 
Glasgow City v Barcelona 
21.25 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt) 
21.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa
22.00 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
22.20  Dhan Uisge (Lochindorb) (rpt)
22.25  Leabhraichean-latha a’ Chogaidh 
Mhòir (rpt)
23.30 Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)

Oban bands dominate at MOJO gig

To enter answer the following question and complete the coupon:

Q.  Where is Mike Denver Originally From?

Mike Denver competition

Answer .................................................................................................
Name:  .................................................................................................
Address:  .............................................................................................
 ...................................................Tel:  ...................................................
Email:  ..................................................................................................

T&Cs: Over 18s only. Winners will be selected at random after the closing date and will receive a single ticket for the Mike Denver 
Concert. The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent. The Editor’s decision is final. Photocopied entries will not be 
accepted. Winners may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition 
is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by printing this page 
and submitting their entry accompanied by a letter explaining that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date for entries is midnight, 
Tuesday 30th October. We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry 
data will be deleted/disposed immediately upon the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. 
Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’. Winners will be alerted on Wednesday 31st October. 

Six lucky readers will 
win a ticket to see Mike 
Denver at the Corran Halls 
on November 1 2018

For the past 15 years it has been 
my privilege and pleasure to 
share my music with you, and 
right away I want to say thank you. 
I’m happy and proud to bring my 
latest album Enjoy Yourself.

I’m Looking forward to playing 
all my hits on Thursday November 
1, including Tommy K, Hey God, 
Morning Sun and Memories, 
Oklahoma Home, Galway Girl, My 
Darling Kathleen, Seven Spanish 
Angels, Nancy Mulligan plus 
many more you will know from 
watching Sky TV 379.

My special guest is Caitlin who 
will be performing all her big 
songs Connemara Marble Ring, 

Rosslare Harbour, Three Leaf 
Shamrock, Galway Shawl, plus 
many many more.

The power of music can never 
be overstated. The songs are 
there for us in all events of our 
lives, in all the important cele-
brations, and there to support 
us through the challenging 
times.

We all know that feeling of 
hearing a few words of a song 
and we are instantly transported 
to a di� erent time and place. 
Music evokes memories in a way 
that nothing else can. I hope you 
will � nd songs like that on our 
concert tour.

Travelling to our concerts, get-
ting to meet you, our friends, is 
the most important part of what 
we do and what I enjoy most.

Concerts give us a unique way 
to meet and share our love of 
music. We play our music to the 
rhythm of your energy.

So, myself and the band are 
looking forward to meeting you 
on Thursday November 1 at The 
Corran Halls Oban.

Tickets are available at the the-
atre now by calling 01631 567333 
and also on the door on the night.

Check out my website for all 
dates, www.themikedenverband.
com
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Across

1 Unfair football move (4)

3 A ship's spar (8)

9 Fruited area (7)

10 Bright (5)

11 Saltpetre (5)

12 Tumult (6)

14 Jams (3-3)

16 Yellow fruit (6)

19 Item to show who you are (2,4)

21 Equestrian (5)

24 Words to live by (5)

25 Change tone (7)

26 Surrender something obtained illegally (8)

27 Former Russian ruler (4)

Down

1 Comment at the bottom of a page (8)

2 Full-length (5)

4 Swelling caused by fluids (6)

5 Knowing (5)

6 Mediterranean resort (7)

7 Spruce (4)

8 Constructed... (4,2)

13 ...teller (8)

15 Infinite (7)

17 Wandering (6)

18 Trim (6)

20 Sound (5)

22 Clothe (5)

23 Frozen (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Your local radio listings
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast 
Show, 9.00 Monday Morning  with  Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds  on Monday, 17.00  
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20.00 John McLuckie’s Show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Station close 
down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast 
Show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday Morning, 
13.00 Macky on FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim 
Lynch, 19.00 Highest Praise - Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 22.00 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Break-
fast Show, 09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 
10.00  Comfort Zone, Doug Carmichael, 11.00 
Comfort Zone,12.00 Comfort Zone, 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell, 19.00 Country 
Meets Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 Country 
Meets Rock & Roll, 21.00 Gordon’s Grooves 
with Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with 
Andy and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 13.00 Molly’s Mix, 15.00 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 17.00 Drivetime  with Stephen 
McPhee, 18.00 Drivetime with Stephen 

McPhee, 19.00 Christines Collection, 20.00 
Christine’s CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00  Margo Till  Midnight, 11.00  Margo 
Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive Show with 
Jim Lynch, 17.30  Drive Show, 18.45 Sports 
View, 19.00 Country Meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20.00  Lewis Bingham, 21.00  
Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with 
Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    Saturday 
Morning, 12.00 Saturday  Morning Live with 
Linda Crowsher, 12.03   Sat Morning Live, 
12.05 Saturday Morning Live, 13.30 Clyde, 
18.00 Sports View - Dream Team, 19.00 
Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20.00 
Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning With 
Breege, 10.00 Sunday Morning, 11.00 Sunday 
Brunch With Archie, 12.00 Sunday Brunch, 
16.30 Archie Darling, 18.00 Ken’s Friends - 
Ken Hunter, 19.00 New Country Show - David 
Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Station Close Down

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times  
Community Noticeboard please call 01631 568000
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Advertise 
your event 

here for 
as little as 

£10.00 
+VAT

� e sixth Dunoon Film 
Festival will launch on 
November 9 with the biggest 
programme to date, bringing 
international and local gems 
to Scotland’s west coast.

� e packed weekend line-up 
includes a variety of � lms, live 
music and workshops, taking 
place in the newly refurbished 
Dunoon Burgh Hall, as well as 
the Studio Cinema and iconic 
Pier Building. 

On the opening night, 
Dunoon Burgh Hall will 
host a screening of rare silent 
Italian drama, Assunta Spina, 
starring one of Italian cine-
mas greatest divas, Francesca 
Bertini, and featuring an irre-
sistible new live soundtrack by 
six-piece Edinburgh band � e 
Badwills. 

A� er the � lm, guests can 
enjoy more of � e Badwills’ 
lively music and even try 
their hand at the wildest 
tambourine fueled pizzica and 
tammurriata dances from the 
South of Italy. 

Felipe Bustos Sierra’s 
heartfelt documentary Nae 
Pasaran, will close the festival 
on Sunday November 11 – this 
is the incredible true story 
of the East Kilbride factory 
workers who managed to 
ground half of Chile’s Air 
Force, from the other side of 
the world. 

Over three days the festival 
celebrates some of Scotland’s 
� nest � lmmaking talent, past 
and present. Where I Am is 
Here: Margaret Tait 100 is 
a free event playing tribute 
to one of Scotland’s most 
innovative and stridently 
independent � lmmakers, 
including a selection of her 
works, a short documentary 
by Marissa Keating and an 
introduction by Laura Dolan 
from Glasgow Woman’s 
Library. 

Director Douglas King 
and actor Darren Osborne 
will be in town for a screen-
ing of Super November, a 

mumblecore-style romantic 
comedy and Orwellian dys-
topia starring Josie Long as a 
Clydebank librarian. 

Finlay Pretsell invites 
everyone into the world of 
professional cycling in his im-
mersive documentary Time 
Trial, a portrait of Scottish 
road-race champ David 
Millar.

Dunoon will welcome a 
number of other exciting 
guests, including Glaswegian 
director John McPhail who 
will attend a sure-to-be 
fascinating Q&A following 
a screening of his Scottish 
BAFTA-nominated unique 
zombie musical mash-up, 
Anna and the Apocalypse. 

Other guests include 
Connor Heaney from the 
Ray and Diana Harryhausen 
Foundation, who will intro-
duce a 60th anniversary cele-
bration of � e 7th Voyage of 
Sinbad, and Trevor Gri�  ths, 
who will present a free talk on 
Scottish comedy legend Billie 
Ritchie: � e Man Who Made 
the World Laugh.

Budding � lmmakers are 
in for a treat as Jim Parkyn, 
one of Aardman Animation’s 
senior model makers (who 
has worked on � e Shaun the 
Sheep Movie, Chicken Run 
and � e Pirates!, to name a 
few) will run an animation 
workshop. Plus, bring a 
little bit of imagination to the 
Mobile Phone Filmmaking 
Workshop and learn how to 
take those important � rst 
steps.

� e freshest international 
cinema will be also arriving 
on Scotland’s west coast, with 
a screening of e� ervescent 
comedy C’est La Vie, from 
the directors of 2011’s French-
language hit Untouchable. 
Cannes award-winning 

Cold War, an epic romance 
set against the backdrop of 
Europe a� er the Second World 
War and Summer 1993, a mov-
ing and life-a�  rming Spanish 
drama looking at loss from a 
young person’s perspective. 

Other highlights across the 
three-day festivities include 
the critically acclaimed swan 

song from the late great 
Harry Dean Stanton, Lucky, 
a meditation on morality, 
loneliness, spirituality and 
human connection, plus, see 
another side to Parks and 
Recreations’ Nick O� erman 
(Ron Swanson) with the lively 
Hearts Beat Loud, which 
debuted to rave reviews at 
Sundance earlier this year.

� e festival will be celebrat-
ing the history of Dunoon 
and beyond with a number 
of free events, which includes 
a selection of archive footage 
to mark the centenary of the 
First World War in World 
War 1 Archive.

� e programme o� ers 
something for all ages, even 
the very youngest cinema-go-
ers, with Shorts for Wee Ones, 
a free screening of magical 
tales to delight anyone over 
the age of three, and a unique 
‘scratch and sni� ’ screening of 
Wallace & Gromit: � e Curse 
of the Were-Rabbit. 

For full details of the pro-
gramme visit dunoon� lmfes-
tival.org.

Dunoon � lm festival 
launches programme

Hearts Beat Loud debuted to rave reviews at Sundance Film Festival earlier this year.

Oban Accordion 
& Fiddle Club

Thursday 1st November 
2018, 7.30pm
Royal Hotel

Guest Artist: Ian Smith’s 
Band

Admission £4
All welcome!

Now This Lousy 
War is Over

WW1 (Part 5 -1918)
Local Stories and Songs

St Conan’s Kirk, 
Lochawe

Wed 7th Nov, 7pm
£8 (£7 Friends)
Refreshments
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United Auctions hosted a charity 
auction at Dalmally Auction Mart in 
support of Scotland’s rural charity 
RSABI. � e sale of an original oil 
painting was held during the livestock 
auctioneers’ annual sale of 1,212 
Blackface shearlings, aged rams and 
ram lambs on Saturday October 20. 

� e painting, Market Day at 
Dalmally, was donated by Alan 
Watson, former managing director of 
United Auctions, who was presented 
with the work on his retirement in 
1999. � e painting, by the late John 
Prentice, was sold to Ian Hunter, 
Dalchirla, for £2,000 in aid of RSABI.

Dalmally – United Auctions on 
Saturday October 20 held its annual 
sale of Blackface shearlings, aged rams 
and ram lambs at Dalmally Auction 
Mart. 

A total of 538 shearlings sold to an 
average £934.72 (down £49) and 188 
lambs averaged £2,211.75 (up £54).

An exceptional demand for Blackface 
tups, both lambs and shearlings, saw 
30 more lambs and 13 more shearlings 
sold with a huge crowd and buzz 
around both rings maintained to a high 
level from start to � nish. 
Shearlings top prices: 22000 
Elmscleugh to Loughash, Blackcraig & 
Nunnerie. 14000 Dalchirla to Troloss. 
13000 Glenrath to Crosswoodhill. 
13000 Dyke to Silloans. 12000 
Midlock,Glespin to North Amulree, 
Achnafree & Connachan. 11000 
Elmscleugh to Balliemeanoch & 
Dalwyne. 10000 Madrissa to Fingland 
& Glen Gatehouse. 9000 Elmscleugh 
to Pole. 8000 Dyke to Midlock & 
Whelphill. 8000 Dyke to Burnhead. 
7500 Troloss to Elmscleugh. 6500 
Gass to Glenrath. 6000 Dalchirla to 
Glenmore Estate. 5500 High Croach 
to Drumbreddan. 5000 Dyke to 
Craigend. 4500 Gass to Midlock. 
4000 Elmscleugh to Knockdon. 
4000 Blackhouse to Woodburn NI. 
4000 Connachan to Allanfauld. 
3800 Elmscleugh to Loch Ryan. 3500 
Glenrath to Cadogan. 3200 Glenrath to 
Glenlude. 3000 Drimsynie. 
3000 Allanfauld to Glen Gatehouse 
& Carscreugh. 2800 Burncastle. 2800 
Dalwyne to Balliemeanoch. 2800 
Midlock to Lurg & Hill of Errol. 
2800 Dalchirla to Glenmore Estate. 
2800 Dalchirla to Auchdregnie. 2600 
Elmscleugh to Knockdon & Craig. 
2600 Hill of Errol to Little Larg. 2500 
Dalchirla to Philips. 2500 Dalchirla 

to Dullator. 2400 Pole. 2200 Dalchirla 
to North Amulree. 2200 Dalchirla to 
Upper Cleugh. 2200 Dalchirla to Little 
Larg. 2200 Lurg to Glenfernate. 2000 
Williamhope to. 2000 Balliemeanoch 
to Overton. 2000 Dalchirla to 
Littleport. 2000 Dalchirla to Grobdale. 
2000 Merkins to Glenturret Estate. 
2000 Dyke to Houston.
Lamb top prices.
50000 Auldhouseburn to Elmscleugh. 
32000 Dalchirla to Cross� att & High 
Staward. 28000 Dalchirla to Genmore 
Estate. 26000 Dalchirla to Elmscleugh 
& Hill of Errol. 25000 Auldhouseburn 
to Merkins, Loughash & Grant, NI. 
22000 Elmscleugh to Auldhouseburn 
& High Staward. 15000 Balliemeanoch 
to Hartside, Elmscleugh & Nunnerie. 
14000 Elmscleugh to Luss Estates, 
Laigh Balernock & Glenfruin. 
13000 Auldhouseburn to culdoach, 
Auchen� ower & Balmurrie. 11000 
Harestone to Glenrath,Midlock & 
Dalchirla. 10000 Crosswoodburn to 
Whelphill, Glenrath & Mitchellhill. 
9000 Elmscleugh to Glenmore Estate. 
7500 Dalchirla to Drumgrange. 
6500 Midlock to Elmscleugh. 5000 
Harestone to Kirkton. 4500 Glenrath 
to Glenmore Estate. 4500 Dalchirla 
to Glenmore Estate. 4500 Cramie 
to MacLean & share retained. 3800 
Dalchirla to Hartside Lammermuir. 
3500 Nunnerie, Wintercleugh 
to Aitkenhead & Arnicle. 3200 
Auldhouseburn to Auchen� ower. 3000 
Troloss to Dall. 3000 Netherwood to 
Millbank & Burnhead, Darvel. 3000 

Easter Harpprew to Glenhead, NI. 
3000 Dalchirla to West Bracklinn. 
3000 Harestone to West Bracklin. 
3000 Auldhouseburn to Greenside. 
2600 Harestone to Rhodders. 2500 
Easter Harpprew to Craigdarroch. 
2000 Dalwyne to Chirmorrie. 
2000 Elmscleugh to Killellan. 2000 
Elmscleugh to Glenkiln. 2000 Glenrath 
to Fidden. 2000 Dollarbank to Douglas, 
NI. 2000 Dollarbank to Dyke. 2000 
Dalblair to Gosland.

Islay – United Auctions on � ursday 
October 18 held a sale of 1,833 lambs 
and sheep and 324 suckled calves at 
Islay Auction Mart. Lambs averaged 
£47.94 per head or 138 pence per kilo 
(- £3.13 per head or 8.7 pence per kilo). 
Bullock calves averaged £692 per head 
or 229 pence per kilo (- £50.13 per 
head or nine pence per kilo). Heifer 
calves averaged £581 per head or 209.3 
pence per kilo (-£44 per head or 24.5 
pence per kilo). A good following 
of buyers were in attendance. In the 
cattle section, quality sorts easily 
maintained last year’s values whilst 
plainer sorts were harder to cash. In 
the sheep section all classes followed 
rates prevailing currently at principal 
mainland centres.
Principal lots and prices. Top prices per 
head – bullocks:
AAx: £960, £905(2) and £830 – 
Scarrabus. BAx: £830(2) – Ardnave. 
CHARx: £980(2) – Ardnave: 
£940 – Aoradh : £930(2) – Ardnave: 
£910(5) and £890(10) – Aoradh: 

£870(3) – Ardnave: £850(5) – Aoradh: 
£830(5) – Ardnave. LIMx: £960 – 
Carrabus: £900 and £880 – Ardnave: 
£855(2) – Corrary: £830 – Ardnave: 
£815 – Corrary: £800 – Tormisdale 
Farm.
Heifers.
AAx: £890(2) and £820(2) – Scarrabus. 
BAx: £700 – Ardnave. CHARx: 
£820 – Ardnave: £815 – Carrabus: 
£800 – Ardnave(2) and Aoradh(4). 
LIMx: £810 – Island: £710(2) – Kintra. 
SHx: £800(2) – Scarrabus.
Top prices per kilo. Bullocks.
AAx: 208p(11) – Scarrabus. BAx: 
252p(4), 242p(3), 225p(2) and 214p(2) – 
Ardnave. CHARx: 334p(2) – Ardnave: 
331p, 307p(4), 293p(5) – Aoradh: 
284p – Ardnave : 278p(4) – Aoradh: 
264p(4) and 261p(2) – Ardnave: 257p – 
Aoradh : 253p(5) – Manse� eld: 250p(4) 
and 249p(3) – Ardnave: 241p(6) and 
239p(9) – Kilmeny. LIMx: 266p(2) 
– Ballimartin : 257p – Ardnave: 
255p(5) – Kintra: 253p – Ardnave: 
251p – Carrabus: 246p(3) – Kintra: 
245p(7) – Manse� eld.
Heifers. AAx: 222p(2) – Scarrabus. 
BAx: 233p, 222p(2) – Ardnave. 
CHARx: 274p(4) – Aoradh: 
246p(2) – Ardnave : 246p(2) – Aoradh: 
238p(6) and 232p(5) – Kilmeny: 

232p(6) – Manse� eld: 230p – Ardnave. 
LIMx: 301p, 254p, 236p(4) and 235p(4) 
– Kintra.
Sheep – lambs, top prices per head 
SUFFx: £65.00 – Coille: £64.00 – 
Uiskentuie: £63.50 – Ballimartin: 
£62.50 – Conisby: £59.50 – Islay 
Estates: £58.50 – Starchmill: £57.50 – 
Duich: £56.50 – Islay Estates. TEXx: 
£61.00 – Tallant: £60.50 – Dunlossit 
Lossit: £57.50 – Islay Estates. LLEYN: 
£55.60 – Ellister. CROSS: £55.60 – 
Leorin: £54.50 – 17 Manse� eld. MULE: 
£58.00 – Starchmill: £57.00 – Corrary: 
£55.50 – Island: £54.50 – Keppols: 
£54.00 – Islay Estates. BF: £54.00 – 
Ardfarnal: £49.00 – Uiskentuie.
Ewes. SUFF: £66.50 – Bayview TEXx: 
£76.50 – Dunlossit Lossit: £56.50 – 
Ardtalla Estate: £48.50 – Bayview. 
CHEV: £43.50 – Ardfarnal. CROSS: 
£48.50 – Coille: £46.00 – Duich: 
£43.50 – Ardfarnal: £41.50 – Ardtalla 
Estates. MULE: £49.50 – Islay Estates: 
£41.50 – Island Farm. 
BF: £33.50 – Ardfarnal.
Top prices per kilo – lambs:
SUFFx: 173p – Ardtalla Estate: 
172p – Kilbride: 158p – Ballimartin: 
157p – Islay Estates: 156p – Starchmill: 
156p – Islay Estates. TEXx: 165p – 
Dunlossit Lossit: 163p – Islay Estates: 

163p – Starchmill: 159p – Tallant: 
158p – Conisby: 156p – Dunlossit 
Lossit. CHEV: 156p – Keppols: 
154p – Kilbride: 150p – Duich. 
CROSS: 170p – 17 Manse� eld: 161p 
and 156p – Ardtalla Estate. MULE: 
158p – Keppols: 156p – Corrary. BF: 
140p – Keppols.

Lochboisdale – United Auctions 
held a sale of 1,880 lambs and sheep 
at Lochboisdale Auction Mart on 
Wednesday October 17. � is being the 
second sale resulted in mainly second 
draw lambs being forwarded. A good 
following of mainland buyers was 
in attendance when lambs averaged 
£42.35 (+ £2.38 on the corresponding 
sale last year). Lambs from No18 
West Gerinish led the prices at £71 for 
Texel Crosses. Rams from 426 North 
Lochboisdale sold to £160. Wedders 
from 1 Malaclate sold to £59. Ewes 
from No298 Kilphedar sold to £59.
Principal lots and prices: Lambs:
SUFFx: £65.50 – Truimsgarry 
Lochmaddy: £63.50 – 7 Minish 
Lochmaddy: £61.50 – 330 North 
Boisdale: £58.50 – 6 Rhuban: £57.50 
– 7 Minish Lochmaddy: £56.50 – 254 
Daliburgh: £55.50 – 301/324 Kilphedar 
and 6 Rhuban: £54.50 – 414 Smerclate. 
TEXx: £71.00 and £70.00 – 18 West 
Gerinish: £65.50 – 99 Carnan: £62.50 
– 1 Malagate Lochmaddy: £61.50 – 20 
West Gerinish: £61.50 – 18 West 
Gerinish: £59.50 – 5 Torlum: £58.50 
– Ardkenneth: £57.50 – Truimsgarry 
Lochmaddy: £56.50 – Doon: £56.50 – 3 
Howbeg: £56.50 – 18 West Gerinish: 
£56.50 – 5 Torlum: £55.50 – 6 Rhuban. 
CHEV: £59.50 – 3 Howbeg: £58.50 – 3 
South Locheynort: £58.00 – 31 Aird: 
£57.50 – 99 Carnan: £57.50 – 49 
Balgarva: £56.50 – 5 Torlum: £56.50 – 
99 Carnan: £55.50 – 5 Torlum: £55.50 
– 261 Daliburgh. CROSS: £62.50 – 5 
Howmore: £60.50 – Doon: £57.50 – 9 
Baile: £56.50 – 1 Balivanich: £55.50 – 4 
Middlequarter Lochmaddy. MULE: 
£60.00 – 325 North Boisdale: £58.00 
and £57.50 – 5 Howmore. HAMP: 
£65.50, £58.50 and £55.50 – Doon. BF: 
£42.50 – 2 Craigstrome: £33.50 – 19 
Liniclate: £30.50 – 356 South Boisdale 
and 371 South Boisdale.
Ewes. TEXx: £53.50 – 383 
Garrynamonie: £50.50 – 3 Howbeg.
CHEV: £59.00 and 58.50 – 298 
Kilphedar: £54.50 – 99 Carnan: £54.50 
– 5 Torlum . CROSS: £51.50 – 6 Milton: 
£50.50 – Truimsgarry Lochmaddy. 
BF: £27.50 – 2 Kilerivagh: £23.50 – 319 
Kilphedar: £21.50 – 249 Daliburgh.

Top prices paid at Dalmally 

Tup lamb from Auldhouseburn H A Blackwood sold for 
£50,000. Photographs: Kevin McGlynn 

Alan Watson donated the painting Market Day at Dalmally 
in aid of RSABI, in the box with managing director of 
United Auctions George Purvesand auctioneer Raymond 
Kennedy in sparkling form taking bids. The painting was 
sold to Ian Hunter, Dalchirla, for £2,000. 
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 4 x 4 
pickups, must be good condition and reasonable 

mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT 
failures etc considered. Will collect. 

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 

and models considered. Also touring 
caravans and statics, instant decision, 

same day payment.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, including commercial 
vans, trucks, cars, motorhomes, 
caravans, touring caravans, any 

condition.

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED FOR CASH
All vehicles, all makes, all models wanted, 
MOT failures, any condition  non runners, 

Young or Old, prompt payment and 
collection. 

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 

free collection anywhere. Land Rover 
Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, 

Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land Cruiser, 
Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan 

Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, 
Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, 

etc. Single vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any 
age nearly new or old, any conditions from 
perfect to written o� , non runners, rotten, 

no MOT, high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best 

cash price guaranteed.

01852 300213 Isle of Seil

FIAT DUCATO 15 JTD LWB, DIESEL 2800CC
2 berth, 2002, power steering, 
electric hook-up, full size cooker, 
fridge, microwave, shower and 
cassette toilet, hot and cold 
water. MOT expires 25/04/2019  
Mileage - 71804

£17,000 ono Tel: Muasdale - 
07900531925

ORKNEY SPINNER & TROLLEY
5hp Yamaha, fishing gear.

£1000

Telephone 01397 703446

WILLERBY RIO GOLD
32ft by 10ft
2015 model.
Excellent 
condition.
£9,500
Must be 
removed 
from site.

07788 748554

VW PASSAT TDI ESTATE (2008)
With loads of extras.Well-looked 
after diesel manual estate, recently 
serviced. 103,200 miles. Air con, 
cruise control, CD player, folding 
rear seats, power steering, central 
locking, roof rails, regular service 
history. MOT to 20/3/19. Loads of 
extras include tow bar, roller cargo 
cover, dog guard, and rigid plastic 
boot liner with bumper shield.

£2,395

Hamish 01546 603722 or Alan 07813 002052

420 SAILING DINGHY
Good road trailer
Mast boom and 
sails, Requires 
Halyards replacing 
also small coupling 
pins and drain plugs
£425

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000
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MOTORPOINT CELEBRATES DOGS TRUST 
PARTNERSHIP WITH SPECIAL DOGGY DAY

• Motorpoint to host special 
‘Doggy Day’ this Sunday in 
Glasgow

• Event designed to help raise 
funds for charitable partner 
Dog’s Trust

• Part of plan to make 
Motorpoint Scotland’s most 
dog friendly car retailer

Motorpoint is aiming to become 
Scotland’s most dog friendly car 
dealer.

�e UK’s largest independent 
car retailer, which is based on 
Hamilton Road in Glasgow, 
recently partnered with the Dog’s 
Trust in the city.

And, to celebrate the 
partnership, Motorpoint is 
hosting its very own ‘Doggy Day’ 
this Sunday, October 28 between 
12 -4 pm to raise awareness of the 
work of the charity as well as give 
dog owners a unique opportunity 
to meet behavioural experts, vets 
and groomers. �ere is also a 
chance to put your dog through 
a special exercise programme in 
the branch. Motorpoint also has 
a dedicated so� play area in the 
showroom so customers can leave 
their dogs while they browse cars.

Plus, every person who attends 
the ‘Doggy Day’ will also receive 
a totally pawe-some limited 
edition Motorpoint ‘Doggy’ Bag 
containing treats, toys together 
with a complimentary seat belt 

harness for dogs. Drivers are 
required by the Highway Code to 
suitably restrain their dog while 
driving. Failure to do so can 
attract a �ne of up to £5,000 for 
careless driving.

Adam Gilmore, General 
Manager of Motorpoint Glasgow, 
explained: “We are on a drive 
to become Scotland’s most dog 
friendly dealer and as part of our 
support for the Dog’s Trust we’ve 
decided to host a special Doggy 
Day this weekend. It promises to 
be lots of fun for the dogs, and 
their owners. Everyone who visits 
us this Sunday will go away with 
one of our special ‘Doggy’ bags.”

Motorpoint opened its new-
look Glasgow showroom in 
mid-August a�er teaming up 
with award-winning interior 
architects BSD Associates to 
transform its popular showroom 
into a wonderful environment 
for car buyers to choose, buy and 
drive away with a low mileage 
nearly car from 30 di�erent 
manufacturers on the same day.

�e new look showroom, which 
took over two months to create, 
boasts a boutique style Moto Café, 
where customers can choose from 
a wide selection of hot and cold 
food, Info Points for browsing the 
internet together with a dedicated 
Kids Zone.

Motorpoint Glasgow is located 
at 60 Hamilton Road, Mount 
Vernon, Glasgow, G32 9QA.
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BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY

MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 
(7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. All fuel consumption and emission values are based on a standard Isuzu D-Max. These will di�er on the Arctic Trucks version. For full details please contact your local Isuzu dealer or visit isuzu.co.uk

*3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 mile/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

THE NEW ISUZU D-MAX ARCTIC TRUCKS AT35

IT JUST WORKS
EVERYWHERE
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#Over 40 MPG figure applies to manual transmission models. MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect 
real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). 
Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact us or visit isuzu.co.uk
†Important Information. Business users only. Rental amounts shown are for an Isuzu Utah Double Cab Commercial Vehicle On The Road with manual transmission, excluding special paint finish. 
Contract based on 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained. Vehicle must be returned in a good condition to avoid further charges. Provided by Lex Autolease Ltd trading as Isuzu Contract Hire, 
Heathside Park, Heathside Park Road, Stockport SK3 0RB. Excludes motability and fleet sales, not available in conjunction with any other o£ers or with BASC or NFU member discounts. Available 
until 30th September 2018. Finance options available at participating dealers only, subject to status. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 miles/5 year (whichever comes first) 
warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. ^Leather and other materials. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

S & S Services Isuzu
01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX
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S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702

S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017

S&S SERVICES
SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

DISCOVER MORE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALERSHIP
S & S Services  01292 844296  
www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement APR Interest

Rate (Fixed)
£31,500.00 £3,130.50 £1,000.00 £27,369.50 £10.00 £446.00 £11,336.00 £36,874.50 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement APR Interest

Rate (Fixed)
£33,010.00 £3,348.50 £1,000.00 £28,661.50 £10.00 £451.00 £12,757.00 £38,753.50 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement

Representative 
APR

Interest
Rate (Fixed)

£28,510.00 £2,815.00 £1,000.00 £24,695.00 £10.00 £363.00 £12,403.00 £33,642.00 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

S & S Services, trading as W B Spicer, W J Spicer & D Spicer is a credit broker and not a lender. 

THE AWARD WINNING 
SUBARU SUV RANGE.
A SAFE BET EVERY TIME.

Credit available subject to status to UK residents aged 18+. Representative Example and other finance examples based upon annual mileage of 6000 miles. With Subaru Personal Contract Purchase you have the option at the end of the agreement to: (1) return vehicle and 
not pay Optional Final Payment. If vehicle exceeds maximum agreed mileage a charge per excess mile will apply. In these examples, 10.5p+VAT per excess mile up to 4999, or for excess mileage of 5000+ a charge of 21.0p+VAT will apply to each excess mile above maximum 
agreed mileage. If vehicle is in good condition (fair wear & tear accepted) and has not exceeded maximum agreed mileage you will have nothing further to pay. (2) Pay the Optional Final Repayment to own vehicle. (3) Part exchange vehicle subject to settlement of your existing 
finance agreement; new finance agreements subject to status. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Not available in conjunction with any other offers. Participating dealers only. This credit offer is only available through Subaru Finance provided 
by International Motors Finance Limited, registered office at Charterhall House, Charterhall Drive, Chester, Cheshire, CH88 3AN. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited number of lenders who may be able to provide funding for your vehicle. We may receive 
commission or other benefits for introducing you to these lenders. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.09.18. †Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited 
Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Vehicles shown are a Forester 
2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £32,050, Outback 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £33,560 and an XV 2.0i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £29,060, all prices include optional special paint finish. OTR price incl. VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 
months road fund licence and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for exact quotation.

Vehicles shown are a Forester 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £32,050, 
Outback 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £33,560 and an XV 2.0i SE Premium 

Lineartronic OTR price of £29,060, all prices include optional special paint finish.

Subaru Forester

Ride & Handling
Gold Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Subaru Forester

Safety Features
Gold Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Best Family Car

Subaru Outback
Silver Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Practicality & Boot Space

Subaru Outback
Silver Winner 

2017 New Car Survey
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WINTER SALE NOW ON

FANTASTIC OFFERS ON 68 PLATE CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.

S&S - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE



TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; or electronically at 
your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the 
following link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days & 21 days for 18/04757/LBC & 18/04758/FUL
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/04569/FUL

18/04631/FUL

18/04708/FUL

18/04686/FUL

18/04757/LBC

18/04758/FUL

18/04814/FUL

18/04696/FUL

Clan Macduff Hotel, 26 
Achintore Road, Fort 
William

Site 320M North West Of 
Achnabobane Farmhouse
Spean Bridge

Land 3370M West Of 
Ardantiobairt, Morvern

1 Lundy Road, Inverlochy
Fort William

Kinloch Castle
Isle Of Rum

Kinloch Castle, Isle of 
Rum

Land 180M NE Of 
Schoolhouse, Isle Of Rum

Land 50M NW Of 
Strathview
Anaheilt, Strontian

Erection of extension and decking

Erection of house and detached 
garage with self contained holiday 
letting unit

Installation of hydro-electric 
scheme (up to 1650kW capacity) 
including buried pipeline, intakes, 
powerhouse and switchhouse 
buildings, outfall, compounds and 
access tracks (Barr River Hydro 
Scheme)

Installation of camping pod

Internal alterations to improve 
fire safety, fire escape provision, 
steward’s accommodation,  
circulation & erect a detached 
service building to the rear

Erection of boiler house/service 
building

Installation of  pontoon and 
concrete headwall to the newly 
constructed shore base facility

Erection of house

� e Oban Times
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address
18/02181/PP Erection of dwelling house with 

detached garage and workshop and 
self catering holiday accommodation 
unit, formation of new access road 
and installation of septic tank.

Land West Of 
Crannich Farm 
Aros Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute

18/02247/PPP Renewal of Planning Permission 
in Principle 15/00773/PPP (Site for 
the erection of 5 dwellinghouses)

Land North East 
Of Tigh Na Creag
Pulpit Rock Oban 
Argyll And Bute

18/02269/PPP Renewal of Planning Permission in 
principle 15/00779/PPP (Site for the 
erection of dwellinghouse)

Land South Of 
Ardtornish
Crannaig-a-
Mhinister
Oban Argyll And 
Bute

18/02187/LIB Restoration works to include;- 
reinstate/repair wooden floorboards, 
installation of lighting and repair 
existing tongue and groove 
panelling

St Conans Church
Lochawe Dalmally
Argyll And Bute
PA33 1AH

18/02136/PP Demolition of existing 
dwellinghouse and outbuildings and 
erection of replacement 
dwellinghouse

Alt-Mor
East Lochaweside
Dalmally
Argyll And Bute
PA33 1BW

18/02225/PP Installation of replacement 
windows and doors

Dunjeain
37 Ellenabeich
Isle Of Seil
Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4RQ

18/02226/LIB Installation of replacement 
windows and doors

Dunjeain
37 Ellenabeich
Isle Of Seil
Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4RQ

18/02204/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank and solar 
panels. Formation of new access

Land West Of 
Lagg Cottage
Calgary
Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute

18/02141/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
and installation of sewage 
treatment plant

Land South Of 
Allwynds
Lotts Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute
PA42 7DD

18/01811/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land East Of Carrick 
View Bowmore
Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute

18/01788/PP Replace existing storm doors with 
hardwood storm doors with double 
glazed unit into the upper half of 
each door (painted blue to match 
existing exterior)

Taigh Na Creag
Shore Street
Port Charlotte
Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute
PA48 7TR

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter 
of representation the Council receives is considered a public document 
and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and  
on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & 
Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

 Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES AND 
CHARGES) (ISLE OF MULL) ORDER 201_
Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make a Traffic Regulation Order, the 
effect of which will be to make changes to the parking regime in existing 
car parks and introduce new car parking charges in some off street car 
parks. All car parks in Mull will be contained within one order and 
existing orders will be revoked.
The proposals are as follows:-
1.  Introduction of parking charges in Ledaig Car Park, Tobermory. The  

first two hours will be free with standard charges applying thereafter 
(no charges to apply to buses parking within the bus parking area).

2.  Introduction of parking charges in the Columba Centre Car Park, 
Fionnphort.

3.  Introduction of parking charges in the Long Stay Car Park, Craignure.
4.  Removal of lorry parking in Craignure.
5.  Alter the charging regime in Craignure Toilets Car Park to allow one 

hour of free parking with standard charges applying thereafter.
6.  Classes of vehicles permitted within all the car parks reviewed and 

amended.
All charging car parks are to have charges applying all year round, 
Monday to Sunday 9am to 6pm with the exception of Bunessan Car Park 
which will remain free however will be subject to all other provisions of 
the traffic order. The car parks at Iona Ferry will be covered by this order 
however no changes are being made to the existing charging regime. 
Full details of the proposals, together with a Statement of Reasons for 
proposing to make the Traffic Regulation Order can be inspected by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk or viewed 
during normal office hours at the offices of:
(i)    Argyll and Bute Council, Customer Service Point, Breadalbane Street,  

Tobermory, Isle of Mull;
(ii)   Craignure Post Office and Stores, Craignure, Isle of Mull;
(iii)  The Post Office, The Ferry Shop, Fionnphort, Isle of Mull;
(iv)  Iona Post Office, Isle of Iona;
(v)   Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person wishing to object to the proposals should send details  
of the grounds for objection in writing providing their name and address, 
to the Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT or by emailing TRO-Objections@
argyll-bute.gov.uk, by the 16th November 2018. Letters of objection  
will be replied to after the closing date of the period for objections.
Head of Roads and Amenity Services,  
1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD.
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT THE 

ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING OF

THE NEVIS 
PARTNERSHIP WILL BE 

HELD AT:

Voluntary Action 
Lochaber, 

An Drochaid,
Claggan Road, Fort 

William
PH33 6PH

ON TUESDAY 13th 
NOVEMBER 2018

AT 5.30PM

Proposed Apportionment 
of a Common Grazings

Donald Cameron is applying 
for an apportionment of part 
of the Common Grazing 
of Corpach, Banavie, 
Camaghael and Lochyside 
extending to 4.61ha for 
the purpose of Stock 
Management and Planting 
Trees/Use as Woodlands.

Written comments from 
those with a relevant interest 
(which may be made public) 
to: Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8N, info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk by 
November 22, 2018.

First Registration of a Croft
Miss Yvonne Lobban Gardner 
Cant has registered their 
croft Officially Port Ramsay, 
Port Ramsay, Lismore & 
Appin also known as 12 
Port Ramsay, Port Ramsay, 
Lismore & Appin, C5445 on 
the Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 3rd June, 
2019.
Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number 
is A1383.

CO-OPERATIVE AND COMMUNITY BENEFIT 
SOCIETIES ACT 2014 

CREDIT UNIONS ACT 1979
Notice of Cancellation pursuant to 
section 5 of the Co-operative and 

Community Benefit Societies Act 2014
Notice is hereby given that the Authority 
has, pursuant to the Co-operative and 
Community Bene�t Societies Act 2014, 
this day cancelled the registration of 
South Kyntyre Credit Union Limited  
(Register No. 120 CUS) the registered 
office of which is at 25 Longrow,  
CAMPBELTOWN,   Argyll,    PA28 6ER. 
The grounds of the cancellation are that 
the credit union’s permission under Part 
4A of the Financial Services and 
Markets Act 2000 has been cancelled.
The society ceases to enjoy the privileges 
of a registered society, but without 
prejudice to any liability incurred by the 
society, which may be enforced against it 
as if such cancellation had not taken place.

Date: 26 September 2018
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

CAN YOU DRAW?
ARTIST WANTED
Can you draw or paint or illustrate?

We want to hear from you if you 
can illustrate and are capable of 
producing attractive, colourful 

artwork for use on locally produced 
merchandise for the tourist market.

Excellent rates for the right person.

Please send examples of work to:
Box Number 33, c/o The Oban Times, 

Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

VACANCY
Full Time Permanent Trainee Freshwater Technician 
for our Furnace Smolt Unit, near Inveraray, Argyll

DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT
www.cookeaquaculturescotland.com/careers
If you wish to apply for this vacancy please 
email your CV and covering letter, stating which 
vacancy you are applying for, to: recruitment@

cookeaqua.com by 09 November 2018. 

The Oban Times has an opportunity for a bright, passionate, highly 
motivated reporter to join our busy team.
As the position will be based in Oban, knowledge of the area would 
be an advantage.
The person we are looking for will be fully quali� ed with shorthand, 
multi-media literate and be unafraid of hard work.
They will be bursting with ideas on where to look for stories, under-
stand the importance of fostering great contacts and knowing their 
patch, and be capable of working on their own initiative as well as 
part of a team.
They should also hold a current full driving licence.
As well as writing for the newspaper of record for Argyll and the 
West Highlands, they will be expected to take pictures on the job, 
as well as contribute to our social media channels.
In return for all this we o� er a competitive salary, great experience 
and training, as well as private health care and an enhanced pen-
sion.

Please apply by email, sending your CV, 
plus a covering letter and some examples of your work to: 

Alison Arden - ali@obantimes.co.uk
Closing date: 16th November 2018

SENIOR 
REPORTER

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier 
to fi nd your next job in the 

perfect location.

Medical Receptionist required
Full Time Permanent Contract.

Taynuilt Medical Practice requires a full 
time receptionist. As the practice has three 
surgery sites at Connel, Taynuilt and Dalmally 
- transport is necessary. You will ideally have 
medical reception experience, although 
training will be given. You will work as part 
of a team, should have good communication 
skills and be able to work unsupervised.  A 
knowledge of IT would be an advantage.

Please apply in writing with CV to Janice 
McGhee, Practice Manager, Connel 

Surgery, Connel, PA37 1PH or phone 
01631 710229 for further information.

Closing date - Friday 9th November 2018.
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Board of Management Vacancies
Dreuchdan Bàna air a’ Bhòrd-stiùiridh

West Highland College UHI is a growing, dynamic and successful 
provider of higher and further education in the West Highlands and 
is currently recruiting for three new Board of Management members.

We are seeking individuals to help guide the strategic direction of 
the College and foster an environment which enables the potential of 
learners to be maximised. You will bring your expertise and skills used 
in business and in the community to support the management and staff 
as they continue the development and work of the College. Individuals 
with strong business and financial skills would be especially welcome 
at this time.

Time commitment is c. 15-18 days annually. Most Board meetings take 
place in the late afternoon. Board members are not remunerated but 
out of pocket expenses will be paid.

Closing date Interviews expected
8 November 2018 to be w/b 26 Nov 2018
at midday in Fort William

How to Apply

Application pack available at: www.whc.uhi.ac.uk/staff/vacancies

For further information, contact Secretary to the Board 

Email: claire.wylie.whc@uhi.ac.uk Tel: 01397 874525

In line with our Equality and Diversity policy, West Highland College 
UHI is committed to ensuring that all candidates are treated on 

the basis of their merits and abilities, and that unfair and unlawful 
discrimination is eliminated. We positively welcome applications from 

all sections of the community. 

Applications from women are especially encouraged since 
they are currently under-represented amongst the independent 

members on the College Board.

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

Position: Multi Skilled Operative
Location: Oban

We are currently recruiting for a Multi Skilled 
Operative, to be based at our Oban site.

Reporting to the Site Manager, the individual 
will undertake work at the Moleigh Household 
Waste Recycling Centre and compost plant, 
operating mobile plant to move and process 
waste. The role will also involve general 
housekeeping and ground maintenance, and 
assisting members of the public.

For further information and to apply, please 
visit renewi.livevacancies.co.uk

Closing date for applications is 
05 November 2018.

Haunted History... Jamie Dey’s East 
Lothian coast... Meet Tony Singh... 

Life of a deer stalker... Magical 
world of JK Rowling... Jack the 

Ripper in Dundee... 

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
NOVEMBER 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

East  
Lothian  
special 

   







       
     




 
 
 






Constructive Careers

QUANTITY SURVEYOR
We are looking for a Quantity Surveyor to manage 
various projects throughout Argyll and the Islands.

The role will involve both pre and post contract work, 
dealing with pricing enquiries, tender submissions, 
financial management and final accounts.
Good communication, numerical and IT skills are 
essential.

Please apply by email with C.V. to
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or address below.

Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8RR

   







       
     




 
 
 






Constructive Careers

SITE AGENT/MANAGER
- Oban Area

The successful candidate should have Industry 
Experience & will be responsible for ensuring the 
following criteria is assessed & monitored on one of 
our large construction sites:
• Quality of work • Health & Safety Guidelines
• Good Time Keeping
• Excellent Communication to Team & Public 
• Full UK Driving Licence is essential.

Please apply by email with C.V. to
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or address below.
Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8RR
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1

CHIMNEY SWEEP OBAN BLINDS

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

THE IDEAL GIFT... 
                    Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
£11.95

including
P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£6.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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Private sales free listings for items under £100

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

GRANT - TRANTOR
On October 31, 1968 at St 
Gerardine’s High Church, 

Lossiemouth, 
William (Bill) to Frances. 

Present address: Taigh an 
Loisa, Dalrigh, Dunollie 

Road, Oban.

GOLDEN 
WEDDING

PERSONAL

Building / DIY
BENCH DRILL Scheppach 
550W, VGC, £60 Telephone 
07415 941609.
GENERATOR Boxer 6.2HP 
230/110V 3.2KW, good run-
ner, £90 Telephone 01866 
822390.
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Domestic Pets
GWP CROSS LAB PUPS 
Ready in 2 weeks - Working 
parents make great pets or 
working, dogs and bitch 
available. Delivery can be 
arranged, £250 Telephone 
01496 302642².

Firearms
FIREARMS FOR SALE 
Swarovski 10x42 EL, 
VGC, £800, Swarovski 
8.5x42 EL, as new, £950, 
Swarovski 10x42 SLC HD, 
VGC, £900. FAC required, 
07990 886646².

Furniture
DOUBLE SOFA BED Soft 
pattern material, very good 
condition, £130 Telephone 
07415 941609.

IKEA SOFA BED (DOUBLE 
BED) Cream cover, as new 
condition, very little used. 
Buyer collects from Loch-
gair, £95 Telephone 01546 
886341.
TWO ANTIQUE PINE 
HEADBOARDS A pair of 
antique pine headboards 
for single beds. In very 
good condition, £15 Tele-
phone 01852 300276.
WALNUT COFFEE TABLE 
with open area for books 
and magazines and storage 
drawers with antique effect 
handles, in perfect condi-
tion, £85 Telephone 01631 
566811.

Garden
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely garden 
planters. Prices from £40, 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various 
sizes from £90, Telephone 
01631 564578².

Health and Fitness
BULLWORKER like new, 
£10 Telephone 01631 
564626.
FITBIT BLAZE WATCH 
Brand new Smart fi tness 
watch(black large) Re-
cords, steps, calories 
burned, workout stats, 
pulse rate, display calls & 
text, music, £70 Telephone 
01631 563096.

Hobbies and Crafts
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

Home O�  ce
CANON PIXMA PRINTER 
in good working order, £15 
Telephone 01631 564626.

Lost and Found
KODAK CAMERA lost 
on Sunday 7th October. 
Purple/black neoprene 
case in Morrisons shop or 
fuel carpark, Fort William,  
Telephone 01809 511261².

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.

Marine
SUZUKI OUTBOARD 2.5HP 
4 Stroke complete with 
original manual and original 
spares, little used, £350 ono 
Telephone 07709 086934.

Miscellaneous
BLACKSMITH ANVIL With 
base and attachments, 
£99.99 Telephone 07415 
941609.

Musical Instruments
IBANEZ ELECTRIC GUI-
TAR semi hollow electric 
guitar in excellent condition. 
Tobacco sunburst fi nish. 
Case not included, £80 
Telephone 07787 366714.

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL , market your business 
effectively with profession-
ally designed leafl ets, post-

ers and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival 
or big day.  Truly individual, 
a treasured keepsake. 
Call Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

WANTED - FOREST/LAND
Suitable for forestry, 
any age considered. 
Private cash buyer. 

Please call 07802632129

West Coast PROPERTY

 SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL    ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

Call 01631 568000 
to advertise your 
property locally
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GRADUATION

LIAM SCOTT DONN
Recently graduated with a First Class BA (Hons) in Applied Music 

from the University of the Highlands and Islands. Liam is the son of 
Brian and Fiona Donn, Oban, and the grandson of Iain and Maimie 

Nicolson, Oban and Ian and Ann Donn, Oban. A former pupil of Park 
Primary School and Oban High School.

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

Call 01631 568000
Celebrate your Graduation

Only £24 inc.VAT

BIRTHS
WEIR - Michael and Chloe 
(née Sanderson) are delighted 
to announce the birth of 
their daughter Abigail, 
born October 13, 2018. First 
grandchild for Mairi and 
Martin Weir, Fort William.

GOLDEN 
WEDDING
SMITH - TYSON - Gordon 
to Isabel. Married on October 
29, 1968 at Oban Old Parish 
Church by Rev John MacLeod.

DEATH NOTICE
CAMERON - Sandra May, 
age 63. It is with great sadness 
the family wish to announce 
the sad passing of Sandra in 
Portugal. Sandra was the third 
daughter of the late Robin and 
Mary Cameron, Oak Cottage, 
Onich, a beloved sister to 
Kathleen, Maureen and 
Robbie, a much loved aunt, 
great aunt, niece and friend to 
many. She has left us broken 
hearted and will be missed 
greatly. Funeral service took 
place on Wednesday, October 
24 at Nether Lochaber Parish 
Church and interment 
thereafter in Innis na Birlinn 
Cemetery.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully at 
Bowmore Court, Craignure 
on October 21, 2018, Mary 
Campbell, aged 98 years. 
Beloved wife of the late 
Hector Campbell and much 
loved mother of Janette and 
Mairi, dear mother-in-law of 
Malcolm, loving grandmother 
of David and Peter and great-
grandmother of Lola, Henry, 
Isabelle and Beatrice. The 
funeral service to be held in 
Salen Parish Church, date yet 
to be confirmed.
FORBES -  Harry Douglas 
suddenly but peacefully at 
home on October 16, 2018 
in his 82nd year, beloved 
husband of Margaret, much 
loved father to Christine, Iain 
and Lorna. A caring father-
in-law to Willie, Carlyn and 
Les. A devoted Grandpa to 
Lora, Amanda, Lynne, Sam 
and grandson-in-law Nathan. 
Forever in our hearts.
GOODMAN - Joolz 
Goodman (also and formerly 
known as Julie Anne Rowley), 
of Torran Mhor, Ford and The 
Little Potting Shed, Oban. 
The husband and family of 
Joolz Goodman are deeply 
saddened to announce her 
untimely and tragic death, on 
October 15, 2018.  A service is 
to be held at The Cuttle Bridge 

Inn, Minworth, on Saturday, 
October 27, 2018, at 11.30am, 
followed by a gathering to 
celebrate and commemorate 
the colourful and vivacious 
life of Joolz.  Bright clothing is 
welcome, as a compliment to 
Joolz’s distinctive character.  
Charity donations to Hope 
Kitchen and Argyll Animal 
Aid would be preferred in 
lieu of f lowers. A memorial 
service will be held in Oban, 
at a date to be announced.
MACDONALD - (Harris/
Lochgilphead/Aberchirder).
Peacefully at Balhousie Care 
Home, Huntly on Tuesday 
October 9, 2018, Annie 
MacLean, aged 97 years, 
beloved wife of the late John, 
much loved mum of Allison, 
a loving granny and great-
granny also a dear mother-
in-law. Funeral service at 
Strathbogie Church, Huntly 
on Tuesday October 30 at 
1.30pm thereafter to Huntly 
Cemetery. All friends are 
respectfully invited. 
WOOD - Suddenly but 
peacefully surrounded by her 
family in HDU in Ninewells 
Hospital, Dundee on 
Wednesday, October 17, 2018, 
Margaret Wood (née Wilson) 
of Corpach, Fort William. 
Much loved mum of Margaret, 
Alexander, mother-in-law of 
Stephen and beloved granny 
of Andrew. Funeral will be 
held at 11.30am on Thursday, 
October 25 at Kilmallie Parish 
Church, Corpach, thereafter 
to Kilmallie Cemetery, 
Corpach. Family f lowers only. 
Donations if desired to CAU, 
Belford Hospital can be given 
at church door. All friends 
respectfully invited.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACINTYRE - Margaret, 
Stephen, Jillian and John 
warmly thank everyone 
for their kindness, also for 
the sympathy cards, phone 
calls and gifts of baking and 
f lowers following the loss of 
Iain. Thank you to McDonald 
Bros for the beautiful f loral 
tributes and to Mrs Gillian 
MacLeod for the lovely 
church arrangements. Thank 
you to Rev Corbett for his 
comforting service, also 
thanks to Scott and his team 
at McLellan Funeral Directors 
for their efficient funeral 
arrangements. Thanks to 
piper Sean Cameron for 
playing Iain’s favourite 
tune. Thank you to Corpach 
Hotel for delicious soup and 
sandwiches. Special thanks 
to all who attended Kilmallie 
Church and sincere thanks 
to Moss Park for their loving 

care of Iain. The sum of 
£319.50 was collected for the 
Moss Park Residents’ Fund. 
Finally, a huge thank you to 
all who braved the elements 
at Beoraid Cemetery, Morar, 
where Iain was laid to rest 
beside his beloved Loch 
Morar.
MACLEOD - David 
Alexander. David’s family 
would like to sincerely thank 
all relations and friends 
who attended his funeral 
in Edinburgh on October 
12.  Very special thanks are 
due to the Rev. Bob Sloan, 
McDonald Bros Florists 
(Inverlochy),  Mortonhall 
Crematorium and Scotmid 
Funerals.  A collection for 
the Combined Assessment 
Unit at the Belford Hospital, 
Fort William, raised £820 in 
recognition of the care David 
received there during his final 
illness.
McCAFFERY - Catherine 
Jane, Calum and Laura would 
like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their support and kindness 
following the loss of Gordon.  
We thank you for the cards, 
letters, f lowers and phone 
calls which we have received. 
Heartfelt thanks go to all 
doctors, nursing staff and 
home care teams for their 
compassion and care shown 
to Gordon in the last few 
months. Thanks also to 
Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for their support 
and kindness, to Cameron for 
conducting the service, along 
with the personal tributes 
from Steve Bleasby and Jim 
Delahunt, to the Tarbert Hotel 
for their hospitality and fine 
purvey, and to Keli at Fyne 
Flowers for beautiful f loral 
arrangements. Sincere thanks 
to all who paid their respects 
at the church and graveside.  
The retiring collection for 
Macmillan Nurses, Marie 
Curie and Mairi Semple 
raised over £1,500.
MCDOUGALL - Effie, 
Mary and Susan would like 
to thank family, friends 
and neighbours for the 
overwhelming kindness 
shown to them with letters, 
cards, phone calls, f lowers, 
visits and homebaking 
received following the sad 
loss of their father, Dugie. 
Special thanks to Jean, Craig 
and Donnie for their personal 
and caring service. Thanks 
to the Rev Douglas Clark and 
the Rev David Speed for their 
kind and comforting words, 
to Dorothy Dennis for the 
Gaelic element, and the Islay 
Hotel for the lovely purvey. 

Finally, many thanks to all 
who braved the weather and 
travel disruptions to attend 
the funeral. The collection 
raised has been split between 
St John’s Church and RNLI. 
Mòran Taing.

MEMORIAMS 
CRAWFORD - In loving 
memory of Eddie passed away 
October 30, 2015. A dear 
dad and gg. Sadly and badly 
missed by us all.
FREW - In loving memory 
of George, a dearly loved 
husband, dad and grandpa, 
who died October 28, 2016.
Forever in our hearts.
-  Jessie, Iain, Jimmy and all 
the family.
GIBSON - In loving memory 
of our dear dad Jimmy, who 
died October 23, 2014. Loved 
and remembered every day.
- Iain and family, Dalmally 
and Margaret and family, 
Canada.
MACKECHNIE - Treasured 
memories of Donald, a 
much loved son, brother and 
uncle who died suddenly on 
October 23, 2017. Also John 
a dear husband, dad and 
papa, who died suddenly on 
December 26, 2016.
Never more than a thought 
away
Loved and remembered every 
day.
MACKILLOP - Remembering 
with love my dear mother and 
our granny Mary, who died 
October 26, 2004.
A smile for all, a heart of gold
The very best this world could 
hold
Never selfish, always kind
Mum, those are the memories 
you left behind.
Rest in peace.
- Helen
A special person, a special 
face
Someone we loved and can’t 
replace
A loving nature, kind and true
Is the way Gran, we remember 
you.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi.
MACKILLOP – 
Remembering with love a 
dearly loved and respected 
brother and uncle, Willie, 
who passed away October 14, 
2007.
You always had a smile to 
share
Time to give and time to care
A loving nature kind and true
Is the way that we’ll remember 
you
Rest in peace.
- Helen.
There’s a face we shall always 
remember

A voice we shall always recall
A memory to cherish forever
Of an uncle who was dear to 
us all
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of Willie, a dear 
father, father-in-law, grampa 
and brother, who passed away 
on October 31, 2017. Always 
in our hearts.
- Inserted by Fiona, Robert, 
Janet and families.

MORRISON - Treasured 
memories of Ian (Heiker), 
who died October 29, 2009.
A dearly loved husband, dad 
and granpa. Sadly missed.
Love always.
- Petra, Duncan and family 
xxx
WALKER - In loving memory 
of Marion, a loving wife and 
mother who passed away 
October 26, 2001.
Always in our thoughts.
- Allan and family, Islay, 
Gartmore and Blanefield.
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THOUGHT
for the week

� e introduction of home delivery to this 
year’s Tobermory RNLI’s � sh supper at the 
Pier Café netted £1,363 to help save lives 
at sea.

A� er the success of last year’s � rst RNLI 
� sh supper in Tobermory, the fundraisers 
decided to o� er home delivery to hungry 
customers, not only in Tobermory but 
also to the villages of Dervaig and Salen in 
north Mull.

Tobermory’s volunteer crew made the 
deliveries, including to 15 residents in 
sheltered accommodation at Glen Iosal in 
Tobermory.

Once again, the � sh supper was held 
in conjunction with the Pier Café 
in Tobermory, with owner Lindsay 
Macdonald supplying the use of the kitch-
en and the food free and the Mishnish 
Hotel providing the � sh.

For the non-� sh eaters, there were the 
options of battered sausage, vegetable pa-
kora, black pudding and, of course, haggis.

Lindsay and chef Paul Jakiel spent several 
hours slaving over a hot fryer with the 
support of Lucy Wilson, all of whom gave 
up their time free.

With the assistance of Tobermory RNLI 
fundraisers Nettie Wood and Helen Foster, 
they turned out more than 218 suppers 
(including 143 � sh suppers).

Friday night and Saturday also saw the 
crew and fundraisers scrub and chip 90 
kilos of potatoes in preparation which 
were then partly cooked in the kitchens at 
the Mishnish Hotel with the help of chef 
Ryan Crawford.

Tobermory RNLI fundraising group 
chairwoman Nettie Wood said: ‘We’d 
like to thank everyone who so generously 
supported this year’s � sh supper.

‘We were at one point overwhelmed 
with orders and we’re sorry that some 
supporters had to wait longer than we’d 
have liked. We also want to thank the 

Pier Café, Lindsay Macdonald, chef Paul 
and the team for all their support, as well 
as the Mishnish Hotel and chef Ryan 
for supplying the � sh and helping with 
the preparation. � e sum of £1,300 is a 
fantastic amount which is not only nearly 
double last year’s total but also shows how 
generous our island community is.’

Tobermory RNLI’s 
suppers net £1,300

Tobermory RNLI crew, fundraisers and family prepare 90kg of potatoes for the � sh supper.

‘Let perseverance � nish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything’ - (James 1:4)

How many times have we been 
encouraged to ‘stick in there, it will 
turn out � ne’? Easy words, you may say, 
from those who are not experiencing 
the di�  cult times that you are going 
through.

� ere are times in all of our lives 
when we face di�  culties – family, work, 
neighbours, � nance, relationships, even 
in our leisure times when some project 
we started hits a snag – and sometimes 
it is the easiest thing just to give in and 
give up. It may bring a sense of relief for 
a moment, but what of the long-term 
consequences?

� e Bible is full of encouragement to 
persevere, to stick it out, by those who 
have gone through trials of various 
kinds, and come out the other side 
better for it. � e early church was 
persecuted at every turn. Indeed, Paul 
writing to the church at � essalonica 
says: ‘� erefore, among God’s churches 
we boast about your perseverance and 
faith in all the persecutions and trials 
you are enduring.’

Christians who su� ered ostracising 
from the society they grew up in, many 
lost their possessions, many tortured 
and killed and yet today the Church 
of Christ continues in strength, 2,000 
years later, regardless of what the media 
may tell us.

Paul had encouraged the Church to 
‘throw o�  everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles. And 
let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, � xing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith’.

Today, may we also persevere with 
whatever situation faces us, in order to 
overcome and reap the rewards of our 
e� orts. But we cannot do this alone. It is 
only in Christ’s strength that we become 
more than conquerors. May this be your 
‘conquering week’.

Dr Stuart Chalmers,
Oban Baptist Church.
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Narrow win for the Scots over Ireland in Inverness 

Ireland’s John Casey is chased 
down by Scotland and Oban
Camanachd player Lorne Dickie. 

Photograph: Donald Cameron.

A battling second half performance 
saw Scotland � ght back to li�  
the Marine Harvest Quaich and 
Scotland Ladies were series winners 
following the Marine Harvest 
Shinty/Hurling/Camogie interna-
tionals, whilst Bute were crowned 
Marine Harvest South Division 1 
champions following the shinty 
action on Saturday October 20.

Shinty/hurling 
international
Scotland (1-11) 14                                                                                                           
Ireland (1-9) 12
Scotland battled back from eight 
points down to beat Ireland 14-12 
and li�  the Marine Harvest Quaich 
at the Bught Park on Saturday.

Scotland skipper Grant Irvine and 
Ireland captain David English led 
their respective squads out onto the 
� eld for the 2pm throw-in.

� e Scots, playing in their change 
white strip, went into the match on 
the back of four successive home 
victories.

New Scotland head coach Garry 
Reid lost forward John MacRae 
from Kinlochshiel through injury 
the previous weekend, so Lovat’s 
Craig Mainland was a late call-up, 
starting on the bench. Reid gave � rst 
caps to forwards Evan Menzies, 30, 
Newtonmore, and Andrew 'Papa' 
MacCuish, 31, with the latter start-
ing on the bench. Mark MacDonald, 
Rory Kennedy, Steven MacDonald 
and Andy MacKintosh made up a 
strong Scots’ defence and Finlay 
MacRae lined up in mid� eld.

Ireland co-managers William 
Maher and Conor Phelan also had 
injury concerns as Kilkenny attacker 
and former GAA/GPA Hurler of the 
Year Richie Hogan, who was part of 
the initial squad and involved in the 
build-up, was injured in a club game 
for Danesfort which led to his with-
drawal. Waterford’s Stephen Roche 

was called up in his place and start-
ed in attack. However the travelling 
squad still featured Clare full back 
David McInerney,  an All-Ireland 
winner and a GAA/GPA All-Star 
in 2013. McInerney also played in 
this � xture in 2015. � ere was also 
a place for Waterford’s le�  corner 
back Noel Connors, who received 
GAA/GPA All-Star Awards in 2010, 
2015 and 2017, and Tipperary full 
forward Jason Forde, an All-Ireland 
winner in 2016.

Keeper Enda Rowland, 2017 
skipper Tommy Doyle and Damien 
Healy were the only survivors from 
last year, although David English, 
James Toher and Brian Murphy 
also had previous experience of the 
cross-codes game.

In a change to the usual protocol, 
the match o�  cial was Irish referee 
John Keane.

Ireland started on a so�  pitch with 
a strong wind in their favour, so 
whilst the Scots usually look to take 
early advantage of their opponents 
inexperience in this � xture, they 
spent most of the � rst half pinned 

back. � e Scots started well enough 
as Finlay MacRae won the throw 
in and Grant Irvine found Greg 
Matheson on the le�  who imme-
diately played the ball in on goal 
but keeper Enda Rowland showed 
his experience and palmed the ball 
down before clearing.

Play soon switched to the other 
end and Danny Cullen struck an 
e� ort wide before David McInerney 
sent a cut from the side harmlessly 
past the post.

Ireland edged in front when 
Danny Cullen skillfully took a touch 
and juggled the ball before lobbing it 
between the posts.

Damian Casey’s strike from wide 
on the right was initially thought 
to have gone wide but referee John 
Keane awarded the point a� er 
consulting umpire Brian MacKay 
and fourth o�  cial Iain Kennedy and 
the Irish led 2-0 with seven minutes 
played.

Play continued towards the home 
goal with Darragh Clinton adding 
another from wide on the le�  as 
Ireland made the most of the wind 
advantage. Caberfeidh’s Kevin 
Bartlett scored 12 of Scotland’s 18 
points last year and he resumed his 
dead-ball duties a� er 12 minutes but 
a di�  cult chance by the le�  touch-
line went wide of the near post.

Darragh Clinton again added to 
the Irish tally from the middle of 
the park on 14 minutes a� er Brian 
Murphy won possession and substi-
tute Brian Byrne took a touch before 
lo� ing another to make it 5-0.

� e Scots had a let-o�  when Jason 
Forde found space on right of mid-
� eld moments later but his attempt 
went wide.

Ireland’s Danny Cullen punished 
loose play in the Scotland mid� eld 
to get his second point, making it 
6-0 at the end of the � rst quarter.

Damian Healy needed treatment 
for a head cut and had to come o�  
as Ireland continued to rotate their 
players.

In a rare Scottish attack, Roddy 

Macdonald and Greg Matheson 
had half-chances in a goalmouth 
scramble, almost getting in each 
other’s way.

A Kevin Bartlett dead ball from 
wide on the le�  on 24 minutes was 
stopped and cleared by keeper 
Rowland.

Tipperary full forward Jason Forde 
showed great skill as he got a yard 
on Steven Macdonald to control the 
ball, but his e� ort went wide of the 
post.

� e Ireland forwards were drop-
ping deep and substitute Gavin 
McGowan ran in on goal but he 
� u� ed his shot and the chance was 
gone.

Scotland su� ered a blow on 
26 minutes when defender Rory 
Kennedy, who was named Marine 
Harvest National Player of the Year 
the previous evening, needed treat-
ment to his le�  knee and was helped 
o�  to be replaced by Daniel Grieve.

A minute later, Gavin McGowan 
again burst forward from a central 
position and played a one-two with 
fellow substitute John Casey to his 
le�  before rolling the return pass 
home from in front of goal. Scotland 
now trailed 9-0.

Andrew MacCuish and Arran 
MacPhee came on in place of Evan 

Menzies and Glen MacKintosh and 
MacPhee livened up proceedings on 
the half hour when he was booked 
for a late swing on Sean Weir in 
front of the main stand which 
sparked Irish ire.

Ireland’s Bryan Murphy was pe-
nalised a� er he instinctively kicked 
the ball following a challenge on 
Arran MacPhee in which he broke 
his hurley, perhaps a follow on from 
the earlier incident involving the 
Fort William man. Kevin Bartlett 
took advantage as he sent the free hit 
over the bar from wide on the le�  to 
make it 9-2 with 32 minutes on the 
clock.

Steven Macdonald had a 65-yard 
attempt against the wind with the 
ball dropping into the goal area 
where Roddy Macdonald found 
Kevin Bartlett. Enda Roland made 
a low, diving save even although the 
ball looked to be going wide. Conor 
Cormack sent the resultant 65 just 
wide as the match moved towards 
four minutes of � rst half stoppage 
time.

Clare’s Dave McInerney looked 
the pick of the Irish players and he 
showed � ne close control as he took 
a touch before launching another 
e� ort over to make it 10-2.

� ere were a couple of late Scotland 
chances � rst when Ireland failed 
to clear a Mark MacDonald ball 
and Arran MacPhee sent a strike 
just wide. � en a foul on Roddy 
Macdonald allowed Kevin Bartlett 
a chance but James Toher stretched 
to take the ball out of the air and 
Ireland went into the interval lead-
ing (0-2) 2-10 (1-7).

Scotland came out for the second 
half with wind advantage and 
showed their intent as Arran 
MacPhee and Roddy Macdonald 
both had early attempts at goal.

When Arran MacPhee was fouled 
in a central position, Kevin Bartlett 
drove the ball between the posts to 
make it 10-4 and the come-back was 
on.

Good play from Finlay MacRae 

The victorious Scotland team. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Scotland’s Finlay MacRae uses his leg to break a hurley. Photograph Neil 

Paterson.
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MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup

Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Results Fixtures
Continued on page 66

Narrow win for the Scots over Ireland in Inverness 

Saturday October 20
Marine Harvest Shinty/ 
Camogie Challenge
Scotland 4-1 (13)
Dublin 0-2 (2)
Bught Park, Inverness
Referee: Martin MacLean

Marine Harvest
Shinty/Hurling International
Scotland 1-11 (14)
Ireland 1-9 (12)
Bught Park, Inverness
Referee: John Keane

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Inveraray 2 v 3 Lochside Rovers
Winterton Park, Inveraray
John Wood

Saturday October 27
Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Kyles Athletic v Glenurquhart
Robert Baxter

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Kilmallie v Beauly
Des McNulty

Throw-ups 2.30pm, unless 
stated.

saw him send the ball into the 
danger area but David English held 
o�  Andrew MacCuish and the ball 
dropped over the Oban man and out 
of play.

Scotland in general, and Kevin 
Bartlett in particular, have taken 
full advantage of most two point sit-
uations in recent years and Bartlett 
added another two-pointer from le�  
of centre on 52 minutes, punishing 
another Irish infringement, to make 
it 10-6.

Grant Irvine took a blow to the top 
of the head from a trailing hurl short-
ly a� er and, with blood streaming 
down his face, he came o�  to receive 
stitches. Enda Rowland came out of 
his goal to play the dead ball and his 
enormous e� ort from the half-way 
line, in front of the main stand and 
against the wind, went between the 
posts for an impressive score. Rory 
Kennedy came back on to take over 
from Grant Irvine.

Andy MacKintosh was penalised 
for a foul on Jason Forde on the Irish 
le� .  Forde picked himself up but his 
li�  and strike swerved away from 
the far post. Andrew MacCuish 
capped his debut with a point as he 
ran onto a loose ball before swiping 
it over to make it 11-7.

Scotland manager Garry Reid add-
ed to his � re-power with the re-in-
troduction of Glen MacKintosh, 
Evan Menzies and Greg Matheson 
with just over 20 minutes to go and 
his intentions were clear.

Jason Forde had had a relatively 
quiet game so far but he showed his 
class when he held o�  a challenge 
and ran down the le�  channel before 
driving over the top to increase the 
Irish lead to 12-7.

Enda Rowland saved well to 
deny Evan Menzies a debut goal. 
However, on his � � eenth Scotland 
appearance, Finlay MacRae did 
well to chip the ball back in on goal 
and Glen MacKintosh took it down, 
turned and then slotted the ball over 
the line and the Irish lead was cut to 
two points with 66 minutes gone.

Ireland’s Dave McInerney was 
forced o�  with a hand injury and 
Lorne Dickie spoken to for a late 
challenge on John Casey but this 
time keeper Enda Rowland sent the 
free wide with Steven Macdonald 
booked for dissent along the way.

Scotland keeper Stuart MacDonald 
had little to do the whole game 
with Rowland the busier of the two 
keepers and he watched anxiously 
as Greg Matheson’s volley from a 
Kevin Bartlett cross from the le�  
went just past the keeper’s le�  post.

Glen MacKintosh became the 
third Scottish player to be booked 
a� er an o� -the-ball clash with Brian 
Murphy.

With Finlay MacRae dominant 
in mid� eld, the Scots were now 
doing all the attacking and an Evan 
Menzies shot de� ected out for a 

65 with less than � ve minutes le� . 
Keeper Rowland did well to stretch 
high to keep Kevin Bartlett’s 65 from 
dropping under the bar, but Lorne 
Dickie picked out Greg Matheson to 
his le�  and Matheson sent the ball 
over the bar on his back-hand.

Just a minute later, Greg Matheson 
was allowed just enough time to 
drive the ball over from distance, 
again on his back-hand, and the 
contest was tied at 12-12 with three 
minutes remaining.

Scotland had the momentum and 
Glen MacKintosh asked questions 
of the Irish defence with a low ball 
across from the le�  but Roddy 
Macdonald just couldn’t get on the 
end of it. But as keeper Rowland 
came o�  his line to try to clear, he 
fouled Macdonald who was trying 
to win the ball back. It was a crucial 
intervention from Macdonald as the 
resultant free was a straight-forward 
opportunity for Kevin Bartlett who 
con� dently stroked the ball over to 
make it 14-12 and, with just over a 
minute remaining, Scotland led for 
the � rst time in the match.

With three minutes stoppage time 
signalled, there was late drama. 
Enda Roland sent a free from dis-
tance into the goal area and the ball 
deceived the keeper and dropped 
into the net. However umpires Billy 
MacLeod and Calum Girvan cor-
rectly ruled the e� ort out for o� side.

Ireland continued to press and 
Andy MacKintosh did well to clear 
the ball from in front of goal under 
pressure. It was a tense � nish as 
Dave McInerney, back on the � eld, 
sent a dead ball wide and, a� er 
Steven Macdonald was penalised, 
McInerney li� ed the ball into the 
goal area but, with no margin for 
error, Steven Macdonald brilliantly 
batted the ball away and with it 
Ireland’s last chance of a match 
winning goal.

Five minutes stoppage time was 
played before referee John Keane 
blew for time and Scotland celebrat-
ed another win on home soil.

A blood-soaked Scotland captain 
Grant Irvine struck an iconic pose 
as he raised the Marine Harvest 
Quaich in front of a happy home 
support.

Scotland from: Stuart MacDonald, 
Lovat; Mark MacDonald, 
Kinlochshiel; Rory Kennedy, 
Newtonmore; Steven Macdonald, 
Newtonmore; Andy MacKintosh, 
Newtonmore; Grant Irvine, Kyles 
Athletic, captain; Finlay MacRae, 
Kinlochshiel; Conor Cormack, 
Kinlochshiel; Roddy Macdonald, 
Kyles Athletic; Michael Russell, 
Newtonmore; Greg Matheson, 
Lovat; Kevin Bartlett, Caberfeidh; 
Glen MacKintosh, Newtonmore; 
Evan Menzies, Newtonmore. Subs: 
Daniel Grieve, Lovat; Andrew 
MacCuish, Oban Camanachd; 
Lorne Dickie, Oban Camanachd; 

Shaun Nicolson, Lochaber; Arran 
MacPhee, Fort William; Craig 
Mainland, Lovat.

Ireland: Enda Rowland, Laois; 
Bryan Murphy, Kerry; Noel Connors, 
Waterford; Damien Healy, Meath; 
Tommy Doyle, Westmeath; David 
English, Carlow, captain; James 
Toher, Meath; Dave McInerney, 
Clare; John Michael Nolan, Carlow; 
Damian Casey, Tyrone; Jason Forde, 
Tipperary; Danny Cullen, Donegal; 
Darragh Clinton, Westmeath; 
Stephen Roche, Waterford. Subs: 
Brian Byrne, Kildare; John Casey, 
Longford; Darragh Egerton, 
Westmeath; Gerard O’Kelly Lynch, 
Sligo; Gavin McGowan, Meath; 
Sean Weir, Kerry.

Referee - John Keane.

Shinty/camogie 
challenge
Scotland Ladies (4-1) 13                                                                                               
Dublin Ladies (0-2) 2
Scotland Ladies came from behind 
to win 13-2 in the third and deciding 
match of their three game shinty/
camogie series at the Bught Park on 
Saturday October 20.

� e Scots, led this year by Stuart 
Reid and Ross Brown, went into this 
noon throw-up in con� dent mood 
having won 19-10 in Dublin last year 
to cancel out Dublin’s 12-2 success 
in Inverness a year earlier.

Badenoch & Strathspey’s Kirsty 
Deans captained the side with Skye 
Camanachd’s Caitlin MacLean 
and Badenoch & Strathspey’s Rona 
Stewart vice captains.

Dublin manager Shane Ploughman 
and his management recently led 
the Dublin Premier Juniors to 
Premier Junior All-Ireland success. 

A number of the Irish players hadn’t 
played the cross-codes game but 
they showed they are quick learners 
as points from Ciara Carolan and 
Kerri Finnegan � red them into a 2-0 
lead.

� e Scots took time to settle but 
when they got into their rhythm, 
they put the Irish to the sword.

Badenoch & Strathspey’s Zoe Reid 
sent the ball low into the net to put 
the hosts ahead.

And it was Reid again, notching 
her second with another low shot 
from the edge of the ‘D’, who gave 
the Scots a cushion.

Skye Camanachd’s Lorna MacRae 
scored Scotland’s third goal from 
close in and it now looked as if there 
would only be one winner.

Scotland captain Kirsty Deans 
added her name to the scoresheet 
with the Badenoch & Strathspey and 
newly-crowned Women’s Marine 
Harvest National Division 1 player 
of the year � nishing from the le�  of 
the ‘D’.

Skye’s Sarah Corrigall sent the ball 
over the bar for Scotland’s other 
score.

Referee Martin MacLean’s � nal 
whistle con� rmed a 2-1 series win 
for the Scots and skipper Kirsty 
Deans li� ed the trophy.

Scotland Ladies from: Elizabeth 
McGregor, Badenoch & Strathspey; 
Jeanette McGregor, Badenoch & 
Strathspey; Rona Stewart, Badenoch 
& Strathspey, vice-captain; Mairi 
Stewart, Badenoch & Strathspey; 
Zoe Reid, Badenoch & Strathspey; 
Kirsty Deans, Badenoch & 
Strathspey, captain; Lorna MacRae, 
Skye Camanachd; Rhianna Kirk, 
Skye Camanachd; Caitlin MacLean, 
Skye Camanachd, vice-captain; 
Sarah Corrigall, Skye Camanachd; 
Ilana Paterson, Skye Camanachd; 
Rachel McCa� erty, Glasgow Mid 
Argyll; Laura McCa� erty (Glasgow 
Mid Argyll), Shannon Wilson 
(Fort William), Donna MacKenzie, 
Glenurquhart; Christy McIntyre, 
Lochaber; Katie Booth, Aberdour; 
Vicki Henderson, Aberdour.

Dublin from: Louise O'Shea, 
Ballinteer St Johns; Hannah O'Dea; 
Cuala; Sinead Murphy, Cuala; Sinead 
Wilde, Cuala; Emma Quinn, Erins 
Isle; Chloe Mullen, Faughs Celtic; 
Kerri Finnegan, Faughs Celtic; 
Emma O'Byrne, Good Counsel; 
Aoibhe Dillon, Naomh Mearnóg; 
Grainne Power, Naomh Mearnóg; 
Laura Walsh, Naomh Mearnóg; 
Chloe Ni Cellaigh, Naomh Olaf; 
Ciara O’Leary, Naomh Uinsionn; 
Dee Johnston, Naomh Uinsionn, 
captain; Evelyn Twomwy, Naomh 

Scotland’s Greg Matheson with John Michael Nolan, Ireland.
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Uinsionn; Kathryn Kantounia, 
Naomh Uinsionn; Shauna McBride, 
Naomh Uinsionn; Ciara Carolan, St 
Oliver Plunkett/Eoghan Ruadh.

Referee – Martin MacLean.

Marine Harvest    
South Division 1
Inveraray 2 
Lochside Rovers 3
Reigning champions Lochside 
Rovers beat the Inveraray second 
team 3-2 in their 1pm throw-up at 
the Winterton, but it wasn’t enough 
to retain the Marine Harvest South 
Division 1 title.

Ahead of the match, Lochside 
learnt Kilmory, who have been un-
able to complete the season because 
of team raising di�  culties, had all 
their results for the � xtures already 
played this season erased.

� is meant Lochside went into 
their � nal match trailing leaders 
Bute, who have completed their 
league programme, by two points 
but, signi� cantly, the islanders held 
a goal di� erence advantage of six 
goals.

Newly-promoted Inveraray were 
guaranteed an eighth placed � nish 
no-matter the outcome.

One of the goalmouths was cut up 
pretty badly but referee John Wood 
allowed the match to start.

Inveraray were without regular 
defenders Allan Cameron and 
Colin Campbell so they dra� ed 
in the experienced Neil Campbell 
and David MacPherson to play 
alongside youngsters Andrew Fraser 
and Robert Wood at the back. 
Veteran Garry MacPherson and 
young Ruaraidh Graham started in 
mid� eld.

Lochside � elded a young forward 
line of Ross Campbell, Lewis 
Buchanan, Daniel MacCuish and 
Daniel Sloss. Chrissy MacMillan 
was in defence. Gary McKerracher 
remained unavailable.

It was a dreich day in Inveraray 
but this was not your usual end of 
season game. A few Bute spectators 
came over to see if their team could 
be champions and their nerves were 
settled when Inveraray took  the 
lead on four minutes, with Craig 
Taylor taking a long ball from David 
MacPherson before unleashing a 
shot into the roof of the net, past 
Gavin Stobbart who was just o�  his 
line in the heavy goalmouth.

Inveraray lost veteran David 
MacPherson on 11 minutes to a 
nasty knee injury with Daniel 
MacCuish perhaps fortunate referee 

John Wood only booked him for late 
swing following a � erce melee.

Inveraray had to reshu�  e and 
young Ruaridh Graham slotted in at 
half back.

� e temperature raised a couple 
of notches a� er that with a couple 
more yellow cards shown before the 
break.

Lochside brought Daniel 
MacCuish back to mid� eld with 
Michael MacQueen going up top. 
Lochside levelled on 41 minutes. 
Gregor Mather used his hand to 
stop a long range Lewis Buchanan 
shot but Michael MacQueen reacted 
quickest and slotted the ball in from 
close range to make it 1-1 at half 
time.

Lochside made a strong start to the 
second half and got two quick goals 
to raise Oban hopes.

Ross Campbell made it 2-1 with 
a low, hard shot from the le�  on 49 
minutes. And it was Ross Campbell 
again on 64 minutes as another low, 
powerful e� ort from the le�  skidded 
o�  the surface and into the net to 
make it 3-1.

A booking for each side followed. 
� e Oban side passed up some 
chances and home keeper Gregor 
Mather made some good saves.

Inveraray dug deep though and 
scored a second following a great 
Gary MacPherson shot. Player/man-
ager Graham MacPherson had come 
on with 16 minutes le� . He � icked 
the ball to Garry MacPherson whose 
shoulder-high shot � ew across the 
keeper and into the net to virtually 
end Lochside’s chances of winning 
the league.

� is was a last match in charge for 
Lochside boss Gareth Evans and 
his Inveraray counter-part Graham 
MacPherson and both will be greatly 
missed by their clubs.

Lochside’s Michael MacQueen 

Stephen Sloss is the new Oban Camanachd � rst team manager.
� e announcement came following a club meeting and Sloss, who 

has had a successful spell coaching at youth level for the Oban club, 
takes over from Ian Hay with immediate e� ect.

� e early appointment o� ers clarity for the squad. 
Stephen Sloss is yet to announce his backroom team. 
� e club are also seeking a successor to Gareth Evans to lead 

Lochside Rovers for next season.

also played his last game a� er giving 
tremendous service to the club.

� e result means Bute man-
agers Iain McDonald and John 
MacCallum have led their team to a 
hard-fought Marine Harvest South 
Division 1 title and it is believed 
the islanders hope to make the step 
up to National Division shinty next 
season. It remains to be seen wheth-
er Inverness will be relegated from 
shinty’s second tier or, more likely, 
the National Division will run with 
nine teams next season.

Kilmory withdraw 
from league
Kilmory have written to the 
Camanachd Association stating 
they will not be able to ful� ll their 
� xtures for the remainder of the 
season due to work commitments 
and injuries.

As one of Kilmory’s remaining � x-
tures, against Lochside Rovers, has a 
direct impact on the outcome of the 
Marine Harvest South Division 1 
title race, the competitions commit-
tee met and agreed Kilmory's results 
for the � xtures already played this 
season be erased. Kilmory have 
advised they hope to compete in 
Marine Harvest South Division 2 in 
the 2019 season.

Glenurquhart start 
boss search
Glenurquhart have advertised for a 
new � rst team manager a� er boss 
Iain MacLeod stepped down.

Glenurquhart � nished bottom of 
the Marine Harvest Premiership 
and will play National Division 
shinty next season. � ey still have 
one match remaining this season – 
away to Kyles Athletic this Saturday.

� e Blairbeg side also needs a new 
second team manager to take over 
from Dave Stewart and are seeking 
to bolster their committee and o� -
� eld support. 

New shinty 
ambassadors selected
� e names of the � rst Camanachd 
Association shinty ambassadors 
have been revealed.

Twelve high schools from across 
Scotland will participate in a pilot 

New Oban Camanachd manager named

scheme to boost shinty participation.
� e shinty ambassadors will come 

together three times a year to take 
part in workshops and it is hoped 
that with training delivered by 
professionals, and the overwhelm-
ing support received from schools, 
teachers and active schools co-or-
dinators around this programme, 
that hundreds of more young people 
will have the opportunity to become 
involved in shinty.

With more than 60 applications of 
a high standard, selecting just two 
ambassadors per school was no easy 
task. � e successful applicants and 
their schools are: Ardnamurchan 
High School – Rachel Ford and 
Herbie Patterson; Glenurquhart 
High School - Jed Stoddart and 
Charlotte Graham; Inverness Royal 
Academy - Iain Hunter and Sam 
Stubbs; Kingussie High School - 
Katie Falconer and Calum Grover; 
Lochaber High School – Aiden Love 
and Jean Campbell; Lochgilphead 
High School - Iona MacCulloch 
and Campbell Watt; Oban High 
School - Blair MacFarlane and 
Daniel Sloss; Plockton High 
School - Alaina MacLennan and 
Duncan Matheson; Portree High 
School - Ross Gordon and Christina 
MacDonald; Rothesay Academy 
- Stewart Stirling and � omas 
Morrison; Uddingston Grammar 
School - Connor Little and Jodie 
� orpe; Woodmill/Inverkeithing 
High Schools – David McDougall 
and Catriona Chamberlain.

Marine Harvest  
Shinty Awards
� e 2018 Annual Marine Harvest 
Shinty Award winners were an-
nounced at a ceremony and dinner 
hosted by sponsors Marine Harvest 
at the Drumossie Hotel, Inverness, 
on Friday October 19.

� e awards were presented by 
Marine Harvest Communications 
Manager Ian Roberts.

Overall awards: Marine Harvest 
Coach of the Year – Paul John 
MacKintosh, Newtonmore.

Marine Harvest Player of the Year 
– Rory Kennedy, Newtonmore.

Marine Harvest Club of the Year 
– Newtonmore.

League coach awards: Marine 
Harvest Premiership Coach of 

The victorious Scotland team after the Marine Harvest shinty/camogie challenge against Dublin.

the Year – Paul John MacKintosh, 
Newtonmore.

Marine Harvest National 
Division Coach of the Year – Mark 
MacPherson, Kilmallie.

Marine Harvest North Division 1 
Coach of the Year – Orsten Gardner, 
Newtonmore.

Marine Harvest South Division 
1 Coach of the Year – Fraser 
Williamson, Kyles Athletic.

Marine Harvest North Division 
2 Coach of the Year – Darren 
Urquhart, Lovat.

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
Coach of the Year – Ross MacDonald 
and Stuart Robertson, Strachur.

League player awards: Marine 
Harvest Premiership Player of the 
Year – Stuart MacDonald, Lovat.

Marine Harvest National 
Division Player of the Year – Liam 
MacDonald, Kilmallie.

Marine Harvest North Division 1 
Player of the Year – Nick Dalgety, 
Glengarry.

Marine Harvest South Division 
1 Player of the Year – Rupert 
Williamson, Kyles Athletic.

Marine Harvest North Division 
2 Player of the Year – Raymond 
Rennie, Lovat.

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
Player of the Year – Ian MacLennan, 
Strachur.

Women’s Camanachd 
Association Awards
Overall awards: WCA Marine 
Harvest National Division 1 Club of 
the Year – Badenoch & Strathspey.

WCA Marine Harvest North & 
South Divisions 2 Club of the Year 
– Glenurquhart.

WCA Marine Harvest 
Development Club of the Year 
– Ardnamurchan.

League coach awards: WCA 
Marine Harvest National Division 1 
Coach of the Year – Scott Campbell, 
Badenoch & Strathspey.

WCA Marine Harvest North & 
South Division 2 Coach of the Year 
– Billy MacLean, Glenurquhart.

WCA Marine Harvest 
Development Coach of the Year – 
Brian Mutch, Inverness.

League player awards: WCA 
Marine Harvest National Division 
1 Player of the Year – Kirsty Deans, 
Badenoch & Strathspey.

WCA Marine Harvest North 
Division 2 Player of the Year – 
Siobhan � omson, Glenurquhart.

WCA Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 Player of the Year – Eilidh 
Cameron, Dunadd.

WCA Marine Harvest Service to 
Womens Shinty Award – Peter Gow.

WCA Marine Harvest Service to 
Womens Shinty Award – Jane Nicol, 
Badenoch & Strathspey.

WCA Marine Harvest Service to 
Womens Shinty Award – Catherine 
and Ewen Cameron, Glengarry.

Youth awards
Marine Harvest Youth Coach of the 
Year – John MacLeod and Willie 
MacDonald, Inverlochy.

U14 Player of the Year – Euan 
MacCormick, Beauly.
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U17 Player of the Year – Lachie 
Shaw, Fort William.

U21 Player of the Year – Blair 
Morrison, Caberfeidh.

Donella Crawford Award for 
Youth and Schools – Drew McNeil 
and Matthew MacIver, Inverness.

Referee awards
Johnny ‘Ach’ MacRae Quaich for 
Referee of the Year – Iain Kennedy.

Emerging Referee of the Year – 
Graham Fisher.

Volunteer awards
William Paterson Salver Volunteer 
of the Year – Finlay and Alice 
MacRae.

Fair-play awards
Fair Play Award - One Team Club – 
Lewis Camanachd.

Fair Play Award - Two Team Club 
– Kinlochshiel.

Media Award – Alasdair 
MacPherson.

U14 Player of the Year – Euan 
MacCormick, Beauly.

U17 Player of the Year – Lachie 
Shaw, Fort William.

Marine Harvest Premiership 
Coach of the Year – Paul John 
MacKintosh, Newtonmore.

Above: Marine Harvest Premier-
ship Player of the Year – Stuart 
MacDonald, Lovat.

U21 Player of the Year – Blair 
Morrison, Caberfeidh.

Right: Marine Harvest Player 
of the Year – Rory Kennedy, 
Newtonmore.

Marine Harvest National 
Division Coach of the Year – Mark 
MacPherson, Kilmallie.

Badenoch & Strathspey winners.

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, Oban by 
the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid or 
lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal decision rests with 
the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time. 
Winners agree to have their photograph taken for publicity purposes. 
Winners’ names and home towns will appear in the newspaper. Employees 
of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter. We will protect 
your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements 
of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/destroyed within 30 days 
of the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR 
regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£700
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
J Ross
Lochgilphead
M Aitchison
Blairgowrie
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Martial arts

Uddingston  15
Oban Lorne 7

Tennent’s West Division 2

Owen McDonald scores Oban’s only try of the game. Photographs: Stephen Lawson.

No way through for Lorne Sinclair.

David Cameron on the charge.

Oban Lorne travelled to 
Uddingston last weekend for 
another top of the table clash 
in West Division 2.

Uddingston have had a 
strong start to the season 
and sit in second place with 
Oban just below them in third 
position.

A fairly settled Oban team 
travelled with some con� -
dence following a good home 
win last weekend but they 
knew this was going to be a 
tough game to win.

A few last minute changes 
saw a shu�  e in the backline 
with Oban welcoming back 
Bulgarian international 
scrum half Borisow Vasil. 

With Finlay Carmichael 
not shaking o�  the e� ects of 
his dental work midweek, he 
was moved out of position to 
stand o� . 

Oban also welcomed 
back number eight Owen 
McDonald following his two-
week suspension.

Oban started well, con-
trolling possession and 
territory in the opening 
10 minutes. � ings were 
looking positive when Owen 
Mcdonald crossed for the 
� rst try of the game on 15 
minutes a� er a good backline 
move was worked to wing and 
Roddy Morrison o�  oaded 
to the big number eight to 
crash over the line. � is was 
converted by Craig Wright, 
giving Oban a 7-0 lead.

Little did Oban know this 
was to be the away team’s 
only score of the game but 
there was no lack of e� ort and 
opportunities.

Uddingston struck back 
a couple of minutes later. A 
knock-on from the kick-o�  
gave them a good attacking 
platform and a well-worked 
move saw their centre break 
the tackle and just manage to 
make the try line to bring the 
score back to 7-5 to Oban.

Oban were becoming 
increasingly frustrated by 
the lack of consistency by the 
referee with his interpreta-
tions changing from minute 
to minute. � is is an area 
the coaching team is acutely 
aware of and it is looking at 
ways of changing the mental-
ity of players when things are 
going against them.

� is frustration led to 

Uddingston getting a series 
of penalties and working 
their way up to the Oban 
� ve-metre line. � e prop then 
broke from the back of the 
ruck and was tackled short 
of the line but was allowed 
an extra movement to place 
the ball over the line and the 
referee awarded the try, much 

to the dismay of the Oban 
boys. Oban worked hard to 
get back in the game but were 
just not clicking with the 
� uidity of the early season. 
Radi Maksimov had a great 
run just knocked into touch 
a yard or so short of the line. 
Calum MacLachlan similarly 
had a great charge through 

the Uddingston defence and 
was adjudged to have been 
held up over the line although 
he was adamant he had 
grounded the ball.

Half time came with 
Uddingston enjoying a 10-7 
lead. A few changes were 
made early in the second 
half with a reshu�  e in the 
backline with Borisov mov-
ing to his normal scrum half 
position and Captain Iwan 
Roberts moving in to stand 
o� . Craig Wright moving to 
13 also brought a bit more 
� uidity to the Oban backline 
but Uddingston were to score 
next. Another penalty kick to 
touch allowed a lineout  � ve 
yards out and a powerful roll-
ing maul carried their prop 
over the line for a 15-7 lead.

� is was to be the � nal score 
of the day. Oban hu� ed and 
pu� ed but just couldn’t break 
down the well-organised de-
fence. � is was a disappoint-
ing scoreline but an improved 
team performance from last 
week. Oban can take some 
comfort in pushing the top 
two teams in the league so 
close away from home in the 
last few weeks, losing only 
eight points over the two 
games including the 27-24 
loss away to league leaders 
Lenzie.

Oban welcomes both teams 
to Glencruitten in the New 
Year; neither team will be 
relishing the trip north. Oban 
now have two home games, 
with Clydebank this weekend 
and Bishopton, who are just 
below Oban in fourth spot, 
visiting the following week-
end. � is Saturday’s match 
with Clydebank RFC kicks 
o�  at 3pm.

Oban Lorne push 
Uddingston close

Kyokushinkai Karate
Young Darryl McLaughlin did himself and his club proud 
at the British Open Knockdown Karate tournament in 
Crawley on Saturday October 6.

Darryl had two tough � ghts, unfortunately getting 
knocked down in the second match with a well-timed kick 
to his head against a much larger opponent from Ireland.

� e club has a junior tournament organised for Saturday 
November 3 in Lochgilphead, then the next big event is the 
Scottish Open on March 2 2019. Instructor Iain Rodger is 
trying to arrange for Darryl’s two opponents to attend the 
Scottish Open for a re-match.

� e club is now concentrating on syllabus work for the 
next grading test in December. � e next intake for new 
starters will be a� er that test.

For further information on the club please contact Iain 
Rodger (6th Dan) for a chat on 07584 166542 or iain@
ikku.co.uk. Alternatively send a message to Caledonia 
Kyokushin on Facebook.

Kickboxing
� e club is in full swing practising for the junior tourna-
ment in Lochgilphead on Saturday November 3. � e club 
always does well at this eagerly anticipated event.

Oban club sessions are Wednesdays at 4.30pm for juniors 
and 6pm for seniors at the Old Cro� ers above Stoddard’s 
Motorbike shop. Phone Wullie on 07480 273190 or email 
shihanwill@gmail.com. � ey can also be found on 
Facebook as Senshi Do Kickboxing.
Shukokai Karate
As with Senshi Do Kickboxing, the club is preparing for 
the junior tournament in Lochgilphead.

Anyone looking for more details on these clubs should 
contact Kenny Gray (5th Dan) on kenni.gray@btinternet.
com or 07884 183905.
BJJ and MMA
� e club is adding an MMA sparring class on Friday 
nights at 8pm. � is will be supervised initially until the 
unexperienced become more accustomed to this type of 
sparring. All classes start at 7.30pm, except Friday which 
is 6.30pm. Monday: BJJ; Tuesday: MMA; Wednesday: BJJ 
NOGI; � ursday: MMA; Friday: BJJ.

If anyone would like to try out BJJ or MMA, Oban BJJ can 
be found on Facebook or email coogiepots@gmail.com
Wado Kai Karate
� e Park Primary School class is always looking for new 
members. If anyone has a child aged seven to 10 years 
and wants to know more about this class contact Mike on 
07709 229284 or email m.faulkner6@btinternet.com

Kaishin Wado Kai at Dunbeg School is on a Tuesday 
from 6.30pm to 8.30pm. All ages are welcome at the club 
training sessions. Mike Faulkner said: ‘We are a small and 
friendly club with four black belt trainers available to help 
students at any time.’ For more details contact Sensei Chris 
Bruce (7th Dan) at crb999@btinternet.com
Knights of � e Tower - Medieval Combat Oban
Knights of the Tower are still looking to boost their num-
bers. Everyone is welcome to turn up and try out the sport 
of medieval combat.

� e club trains on Tuesday nights from 7pm until 9.30pm 
above Stoddart’s of Oban in the old Cro� ers. Go along and 
� nd out more.

Darryl in action against Rob Salvi from England at the 
British Open Knockdown Karate tournament.
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SAMS sailing club to host national championship
A university sailing club 
established just two years ago 
in Oban will host a national 
student sailing championship 
this autumn.

�e University of the 
Highlands and Islands Wind 
and Wave Club, established 
at the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS), 
in September 2016, will run 
the Scottish Student Sailing 
Women’s Team Racing 
Championships on November 
3 and 4.

As host of the women’s 
event, there is now an expec-
tation that the club could host 
the mixed event in 2020.

�e racing will take place in 
Oban Bay, with support from 
Oban Sailing Club. 

Teams from all over 
Scotland, and a few from 
south of the border, are 
signed up to compete, with as 
many as 18 boats expected on 
the water at any time.

Wind and Wave Club com-
modore Joe Penhaul-Smith, 
a PhD student at SAMS, said: 
‘�is is the �rst Scottish stu-
dent sailing event we’ve run 
and we are looking forward The SAMS Wind and Wave Club was only formed in 2016.

to welcoming teams to Oban.
‘We are a new club but we 

have an enthusiastic and 
hard-working committee 
which, with help from Oban 
Sailing Club, has brought the 
club on a lot in a short space 
of time.

‘Our location is among the 
best in the UK for sailing. �e 
sea-going conditions, rather 
than the typical loch-based 
racing, will actually make 
conditions more predictable 
and I think the competitors 
will really enjoy it.’

Joe, a former Staunton 
Harold sailor, has already 
helped guide the UHI ladies 
to a win in the silver class at 
last November’s Ladies Team 
Racing Championship. It was 
the ladies’ �rst competition 
and three of the six women 
had only set foot in the 
Racing Fire�y boat used in 
competition two weeks prior 
to the event.

SAMS student Cameron 
Stewart is the Highlands and 
Islands Students’ Association 
(HISA) local o�cer at the 
Dunsta�nage institute. 

He said: ‘�is is a tremen-

dous achievement for such 
a young club and it’s a testa-
ment to the organisational 
skills and enthusiasm mem-
bers have for watersports.

‘As the University of the 
Highlands and Islands grows, 
so does the provision for 
student clubs and societies 
throughout the region.

‘�e wind and wave club is 
just one example of that. 

‘Not only does it help to 
create a student community 
in Oban, its close links with 
Oban Sailing Club help the 

students become part of the 
local community.’ �ere are 
currently two yachting teams 
within the club and this au-
tumn will see the university 
represented in the Scottish 
university match racing and 
team racing leagues.

�e club also recently host-
ed a boat repair and mainte-
nance course a�er identifying 
a lack of maintenance skills in 
sailing clubs throughout the 
UK.

Oban Lorn Shinty Club 
held its prizegiving on 
Saturday October 20 at 
the lodge in Oban. 

It was a fantastic 
night with Leslie 
Kinvig announcing 
the ra�e and the win-
ners: Women’s Player 
of the Year - Shelley 
MacCuish; Under 18s 

Women’s Player of the 
Year - Izzy Crawford; 
Most Improved Player 
Mairi Inglis; Under 14s 
Player of the Year - Coll 
MacKay and the Under 
14s Most Committed 
player - William 
MacEwan. �anks go 
to Tam Pearson for run-
ning the prize bingo.

Oban showed great strength 
of character to beat a strong 
Helensburgh 3s team 5-1 on 
Saturday in their �rst league 
match on grass at Taynuilt. 

Helensburgh came out 
strong and attacking but 
through good passing hockey 
and silky skills Oban ensured 
they were 3-0 up at half time 
with two goals from Stuart 
Head and another from Ash 
Petit. 

Helensburgh scored soon 
a�er the break but instead of 
dropping their heads Oban 
kept up the pressure with 
Stuart Head, back in �ne 
form, slotting home his third 
of the day. 

Four one was clearly not 
enough for young Jack 
Johnston who dinked the 

Ali Burton sets up Stuart Head for his third goal of the 
game.

ball to his le� and slotted 
Oban’s ��h goal home with a 
sublime reverse hit. 

Alongside the goal scorers, 
standout performances 
were Andy Hodge and Jack 
Anderson who were solid in 
defence, and Andy providing 
a crucial link with the mid-
�eld. Fred Fleet also looked 
strong in his �rst men’s 
league game. 

Man of the match went to 
Stuart Head.

Sadly this was Alistair 
Burton’s last game for Oban 
as men’s captain, as he is  
moving away. �e club wishes 
him and Becky well in their 
new endeavours.  

               

HOCKEY

Scotland U21 head coach 
Alan MacRae has named 
his squad for the shinty/
hurling meeting with Ireland 
U21 at the GAA National 
Games Development Centre 
in Abbotstown, Dublin, on 
Saturday November 3.

�row-in is at 2pm and 
Archie Ritchie is the match 
referee.

Scotland U21: Scott 
MacLachlan, Inveraray; 
Lachlan Smith, 
Glenurquhart; Rory 
MacKeachan, Kingussie; 
Daniel Sloss, Oban 
Camanachd; Robert 
Mabon, Kingussie; Craig 
Ritchie, Newtonmore; Blair 
Morrison, Caberfeidh, 
captain; Iain Richardson, 
Newtonmore; Ross 
MacMillan, Oban 
Celtic; John Gillies, Skye 
Camanachd; Calum Grant, 
Kingussie; Danny Kelly, 
Lovat; Jonnie MacAskill, 
Glasgow Mid Argyll; 
Calum Shepherd, Fort 
William; Innes Blackhall, 
Kilmallie; Will Cowie, Skye 
Camanachd; Alexander 
MacMillan, Fort William; 
Findlay MacDonald, 
Lochaber; Iain Robinson, 
Newtonmore; Roddy Young, 
Kingussie.

Scotland U21 
squad named

Sportsdesk 
01631 568000

Coll MacKay. Mairi Inglis.Izzy Crawford.

Shelley 
MacCuish.

Oban Lorn 
Shinty Club 
prizegiving

William 
MacEwan.
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Uddingston  2
Oban Saints 4
(after extra time)

West of Scotland Cup

  GOLF

Robert MacIntyre. Photograph: Bounce Sports.

OBAN SAINTS YOUTH FOOTBALL

SCOTTISH AMATEUR FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Last Saturday’s results:  West of Scotland Cup, 2nd 
round - Uddingston 2, Oban Saints 4 (after extra time); 
Premier Division One - Claremont 4, Campbeltown 
Pupils 5; Easthall Star 3, Lochgilphead Red Star 1.
 This Saturday’s � xtures: Premier Division - Oban Saints 
v Rutherglen; Premier Division One - Campbeltown 
Pupils v Neilston; Lochgilphead Red Star v Port Glasgow; 
Premier Division Two - Tarbert v Glynhill Moorcroft. 

Results and � xtures

MacIntyre loses out in 
Foshan Open play-o� 
Robert MacIntyre took part in the Foshan Open in 
Guangdong Province in south-east China last week.
  The Glencruitten golfer carded a four under par 68 in 
the � rst round with six birdies and two bogeys.
 Robert went round in level par in round two with one 
birdies,  three bogeys and had a superb eagle three 
on the par � ve 18th for a round of 72 and a four under 
two-round total of 140 to make sure he made the cut and 
played on the � nal two days of the competition.
 The 22-year-old set the heather on � re to card a superb 
eight under par 64 in round three to give him a share of 
the lead. Robert netted eight birdies in a faultless round.
 The � nal round saw Robert card another excellent 65 
with � ve birdies and an eagle on the 18th to give him a 
four round total of 269 the same as Frenchman Victor 
Perez which meant a play-o� .
 Unfortunately for Robert, Perez had a birdie at the � rst 
extra hole with the Glencruitten golfer only managing 
a par. This is the second competition Robert has been 
defeated in at the � rst play-o�  hole.
 Ewen Ferguson � nished in joint 12th place carding 
rounds of 69, 64, 70 ,70 for a four round total of 273.
 Robert is in the top 15 of the Challenge Tour order 
of merit alongside other Scots Grant Forrest, Liam 
Johnstone and David Law.

The Ras Al Khaimah Challenge Tour Grand Final takes 
place at Al Hamra Golf Club from Wednesday October 31 
to Saturday November 3. 

Results and � xtures
Last Sunday’s results: Thistle Weir 5, Under 13s 1; Under 
14s 10, East Kilbride Caledonia 2., Scoring for Saints 
were Kyle Cooper (7), Ruairidh Buchanan (2) and Ross 
MacKay; Under 15s no game; Scottish Cup - Under 16s 
3, Winton Rovers 3, after extra time. Scoring for Saints 
were Conor Moore, Murray MacKay and Ross Campbell. 
Saints won 4-2 on penalties 
 This Sunday’s � xtures: Under 13s v Whitecraigs; OLM v 
Under 14s; Drumchapel Amateurs v Under 15s;  Dunoon 
v Under 16s.  

Saints have to do 
a little bit extra 
in West Cup win

This Scott Maitland e� ort was blocked by the Uddingston defence.

Team captains Dominic Clarke and Dene Cassells with 
referee Stuart Broadfoot at the toss of the coin

Extra-time goals from Craig 
MacEwan and Donald 
Campbell sealed a hard-fought 
West of Scotland Cup victory 
for Oban Saints against a very 
useful Uddingston side last 
Saturday.

At Glasgow’s Toryglen 
Regional Football Centre, a 
short hop from the National 
Stadium at Hampden 
Park, Strathclyde Saturday 
Morning Amateur Football 
League Championship A 
leaders Uddingston pushed 
Saints all the way in a thrill-
ing battle for a place in the 
third round draw.

Management duo Donald 
Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell had planned to 
stick closely to the starting 
11 from the previous outing 
in the Scottish Amateur Cup 
win over St Johns, however, 
an unwell James Ford had to 
call o�  just before the mini-
bus departed Station Square 
handing an unexpected 
starting place to new signing 
David Beaton.

Saints kicked o�  on the all 
weather surface at Toryglen 
with a sti�  breeze at their 
backs and quickly took con-
trol opening the scoring in 
the seventh minute. 

A well-weighted pass from 
Daniel Croarkin saw Craig 
MacEwan hold his run per-
fectly to beat the Uddingston 
o� side trap and send him 

through on Kieran Muldoon 
in goal. MacEwan de� ly 
lobbed the advancing keeper 
sending the ball bouncing 
into the unguarded net.

Saints pressed for a second 
goal straight from the restart 
with Fraser MacFarlane mak-
ing good ground on the right 
and sending over a dangerous 
cross which Brendan Smith 
did well to thump out for a 
throw-in. 

From the throw-in on the 
right Willie Gemmell tried 
his luck from distance only to 
see his 25-yard e� ort de� ect-
ed behind for a corner kick.

Gemmell did manage to � nd 
his way through in the 16th 
minute with a powerful low 
drive which smacked Kieran 
Muldoon’s right hand upright 
with the keeper rooted to the 
spot. 

� e ball cannoned back 
into the danger area but with 
too much pace for Daniel 
Croakin, who was quickly 
closed down by Brendan 
Smith allowing Sean Smith to 
thump clear.

Fraser MacFarlane will feel 
he should have done better 
with an excellent 22nd min-
ute chance when a poor � rst 
touch let a Lewis Cameron 
cross from the right get away 
from him with the goal at his 
mercy.

Sixty seconds later 
Uddingston central defender 
took one for the team when 
Craig MacEwan’s near post 
� ick from Scott Maitland’s 
le�  wing cross caught him 
square in the face denying the 
Saints striker a second goal.

� e hosts drew level on the 

half hour mark from the pen-
alty spot a� er hesitation in 
the Saints back four allowed 
Brian McLeod to race into the 
box where his progress was 
halted by Ruaridh Horne. 

� e young Saints fullback 
protested his innocence but 
referee Stuart Broadfoot ruled 
in favour of the Uddingston 
striker. 

Ronan Hughes sent his spot 
kick to his right, just out of 
reach of the despairing dive 
of Graham Douglas, and into 
the net to level the scores.

Parity lasted just � ve 
minutes as Lewis Cameron 
caught out Kieran Muldoon 
at his near post with a smart 
� nish to restore the Saints’ 
lead.

A rampaging le�  wing run 

from Scott Maitland had the 
home defence back pedaling 
but, cutting inside onto his 
right foot, the Saints le� -back 
sliced his shot wide of target.

Willie Gemmell took the 
ball down well inside the 
centre circle in the 42nd 
minute and played the ball up 
to Craig MacEwan. 

� e Saints centre-forward 
laid the ball o�  to Fraser 
MacFarlane cutting in from 
the right whose low shot 
across the keeper slipped 
wide of the far post.

On the stroke of half-time 
young Central Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
referee Stuart Broadfoot, who 
handled proceedings well, 
showed the � rst yellow card 
of the match to Uddingston 
striker Brian McLeod for a 
late challenge from behind on 
David Beaton.

Uddingston are top of 
the Strathclyde Saturday 
Morning Amateur Football 
League Championship A 
with a 100 per cent record 
and showed just why they are 
favourites for a second suc-
cessive league championship 
with a much improved second 
half performance which kept 
Saints pinned back in their 
own half for the most part.

As a result of the hosts’ high 
pressing, Saints’ forays up 
front were limited with Lewis 
Cameron sending a dipping 
free-kick just over the cross-

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 25, 2018 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 05.47 4.0 12.06 0.8 
 18.10 4.2  **.** *.*
Fri 00.24 0.7 06.14 4.0 
 12.39 0.8 18.39 4.1
Sat 00.58 0.7 06.45 4.0 
 13.15 0.9 19.13 4.0
Sun 01.35 0.8 07.21 3.9 
 13.55 1.0 19.52 3.8
Mon 02.17 1.0 08.02 3.7 
 14.43 1.2 20.36 3.5
Tues 03.06 1.2 08.51 3.5 
 15.44 1.5 21.32 3.2
Wed 04.07 1.4 09.53 3.3 
 17.03 1.7 22.55 2.9              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a moderate 
breeze from the west
Temperatures 
6°C to 12ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and a fresh 
north westerly wind
Temperatures 
4°C to 9ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Sunny intervals and a 
moderate breeze on 
Saturday
Sunny with a gentle breeze 
on Sunday Sunday
Temperatures 
3ºC to 9ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

1894

Saints players show their delight as Craig MacEwan puts the Oban side 3-2 ahead in the � rst period of extra time.
Match report and photos: Derek Black

Donald Campbell wheels away after netting Saints’ fourth goal.

bar in the 52nd minute and 
Fraser MacFarlane’s touch 
once again letting him down 
when sent through by Daniel 
Croarkin 60 second later.

Uddingston remained a 
constant threat from set piec-
es however the Saints defence, 
with Steven MacLeod once 
again impressive in the mid-
dle alongside skipper Dene 
Cassells, remained � rm and 
unshaken.

Brendan Smith found his 
way into referee Broadfoot’s 
notebook for a late tackle 
through the back of Fraser 
MacFarlane in the 70th min-
ute before Saints made their 
� rst changes. 

Kerr Newbigging replaced 
Willie Gemmell in mid� eld 
while David Beaton made way 
for Donald Campbell.

Both substitutes were 
quickly involved with Kerr 
Newbigging drawing a good 
save from Kieran Muldoon 
and Donald Campbell thread-
ing an excellent through-ball 
for Lewis Cameron which the 
impressive Brendan Smith 
did well to cut out.

With 12 minutes remaining 
Jamie Graham replaced 
Ruaridh Horne at right-back 
while Willie Gemmell’s 
persistent criticism from the 
sidelines earned him a yellow 
card from Mr Broadfoot.

Graham Douglas once 
again showed excellent han-
dling to hold an in-swinging 
cross from the le�  from 
Christopher Sinclair at his 
near post in the 87th minute.

With the clock ticking down 
it looked as though Saints 
would hold on to their slender 
advantage however the hosts 
eventually got the reward for 
their second half endeavours 
in the � nal minute of the 90.

Jamie Graham made a vital 
interception to turn a danger-
ous right wing cross behind 
for another Christopher 
Sinclair corner kick. Craig 
MacEwan’s clearing header 
from the six-yard line fell 
invitingly for second half 
substitute Paul Cassidy, who 
slammed a 30-yard rocket 
through a ruck of bodies 

which Graham Douglas got 
both hands too but could 
only help into the net.

� e reverse stung Saints 
into action and the visitors 
enjoyed their best spell of 
the second half during the 
time added on for stoppages. 
Brendan Smith made a 
vital block to deny Fraser 
MacFarlane at the expense 
of a corner kick in the 92nd 
minute which Dene Cassells 
headed over from 10 yards.

Saints almost grabbed a 
last gasp winner but Fraser 
MacFarlane’s cross from 
the right bounced agonis-
ingly out of reach for Scott 
Maitland arriving late at the 
back post.

� e � nal act before 
extra-time was for referee 
Broadfoot to issue a yel-
low card to Uddingston’s 
Christopher Waugh which 
would ultimately prove costly 
for the second half substitute.

Saints continued their newly 
rediscovered sense of urgency 
into the � rst period of extra 
time where Kieran Muldoon 
made good early saves to 
deny Fraser MacFarlane, 
Kerr Newbigging and Daniel 
Croarkin.

� e hosts also had no inten-
tion of sitting in and holding 
on for a penalty shoot-out 
with skipper Dominic Clarke 
curling a delicious e� ort onto 
the top of the Saints crossbar 
and Brian McLeod drawing 
a � ne save from Graham 

Douglas.
Saints last visit to 

Toryglen, a 2015-16 Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
Jimmy Marshall Trophy 
quarter-� nal against Kings 
Park Rangers, ended in a 
penalty shoot-out victory 
however thankfully on this 
occasion there was to be no 
requirement for a similarly 
nerve-wracking decider.

Lewis Cameron won an 11th 
minute free-kick 32 yards 
from goal. 

With Saints having failed 
to pose much of a threat with 
their earlier set pieces Donald 
Campbell � nally produced a 
piece a magic li� ing the ball 
over the Uddingston wall 
for the well-timed run of 
Craig MacEwan, who de� ly 
glanced the ball past Kieran 
Muldoon’s le�  hand to put 
Saints ahead for a third time. 

Saints made their � nal 
change just before the half-
time interval bringing on 
Dougal Graham to replace 
Daniel Croarkin. 

Graham took Scott 
Maitland’s le� -back berth 
with Maitland moving into 
mid� eld to partner Kerr 
Newbigging.

A sluggish start to the 
second extra-time period al-
most cost Saints dearly when 
Brian McLeod headed a good 
chance wide of target in the 
eighteenth minute.

Saints capitalised on this 
let-o�  three minutes later 

when Kerr Newbigging sent 
Craig MacEwan in behind 
the Uddingston defence wide 
on the le� . 

MacEwan took the ball to 
the bye-line and sent a loop-
ing cross to the back post for 
Donald Campbell to cushion 
a close range � nish into the 
net and at last put some day-
light between the two sides.

Any lingering faint hopes of 
a comeback for the hosts dis-
appeared when Christopher 
Waugh received a second 
yellow card and with it his 
marching orders for a late 
challenge on Lewis Cameron.

Saints ended the match 
comfortably in control and 
passed up the opportunity 
to put some icing on the 
cake when Donald Campbell 
blazed over from a Dougal 
Graham cross from the le�  
a� er a good overlapping run 
to reach a Kerr Newbigging 
pass.

Mr Broadfoot’s � nal whistle 
brought an entertaining tie to 
an end with Saints pleased to 
have come through a signi� -
cant test with their cup hopes 
still in tact.  

Saints return to league busi-
ness this coming Saturday 
with the visit of another of the 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Premier Division’s 
newly promoted sides 
Rutherglen Amateurs. Kick 
o�  at Glencruitten is at 2pm.  
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Scottish golfi ng duo Robert 
MacIntyre from Oban and 
Bearsden’s Ewen Ferguson 
immersed themselves in 
some traditional culture 
while in China.  
 MacIntyre and Ferguson  
were playing in the European 
Challenge Tour’s end of 
season Chinese Swing as the 
Road to Ras Al Khaimah hots 
up and last week played in the 
Foshan Open following the 
Hainan Open played the week 
before.

Traditional
The pair of young Scots 

were taken into the middle 
of Foshan and were treated 
to a traditional Chinese 
Lion Dancing show, before 
giving it a go themselves, and 
were then taught a lesson in 
Chinese calligraphy.

The Lion Dancing is a 
long-running art form which 
is kept alive by small groups 
who teach the next generation 
the dance, as well as the 
meaning behind it.

Following the conclusion 
of the show, the players were 
taught by a Grand Master of 
calligraphy how to write in 
Chinese symbols.

After experiencing a 
morning of Chinese culture, 
Robert and Ewen  said: ‘We 
learned some Chinese Lion 
Dancing, which was fun, 

Robert and Ewen take a sel� e during their Chinese culture 
tour in Foshan. Photos: Richard Castka/Sportpixgolf.com

and then we gave it a little go 
ourselves. We think we were 
pretty good – it was great fun.

‘Even just driving around 
the streets of Foshan, it was 
amazing to see the different 
culture and the sights.

‘The Lion dancing was 
really cool. When you’re 

watching them, they make 
it look so easy and you don’t 
think they’re doing anything 
very special until you get 
in that suit and give it a go 
yourself. You need some 
serious co-ordination for that 
stuff.’

Robert said: ‘China is 
completely different to every 
other country we go to. Even 
coming from Hainan last 
week to this week in Foshan, 
it’s so different.

Cultures
‘I enjoy seeing different 

places and different cultures 
and I think it’s really good 
for everyone.

‘Personally I thought 
Chinese writing was Chinese 
writing but it’s so different to 
what I thought. It’s so de-
tailed with all the little fl icks 
they put into the writing.’

The pair’s attention then 
switched to the more serious 
matter of the Foshan Open 
on Thursday October 18.

To see how Robert and 
Ewen got on turn to page 62. 

‘I enjoy seeing different 
places and different 
cultures and I think it’s 
really good for everyone’ 

Ewen and Robert 
show their e� orts at 
Chinese calligraphy

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 63

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Narrow win for the Scots 
over Ireland in InvernessSPORT
INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Narrow win for the Scots Narrow win for the Scots 
over Ireland in Invernessover Ireland in Inverness

Tour golfers enjoy day of 
Chinese culture in Foshan

Now is the time to book your special
 Christmastime Party 

Overlooking the Harbour
Gallanach Road • Oban

 01631 562087   www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House Hotel & Restaurant
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BACK ONE HOUR 
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Administrators appointed to 
� e Underwater Centre in 
Fort William have said they 
will ‘explore the options’ 
for the world-leading diver 
training facility a� er 48 jobs 
were lost this week following 
the company’s collapse.

Gordon MacLure and 
Donald McNaught, of 
Johnston Carmichael, were 
appointed as joint adminis-
trators on Monday a� er the 
company was forced to stop 
trading last week following a 
‘prolonged downturn’ in the 
oil and gas industry.

� e news comes just � ve 
months a� er  a deal was 
announced to restructure 
the centre, which saw in-
dustry and public o� shore 
bodies, including Subsea 7, 
TechnipFMC, Premier Oil, 
Oil & Gas UK, and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE), 
collaborating to support the 
diver training centre – one of 
only two places in the world 
to provide closed-bell diver 
training.

Managing director Dave 
McGhie said it was ‘heart-
breaking’ having to announce 
the closure of the centre to the 

‘committed, loyal and profes-
sional sta� ’ last Tuesday.

Among the worst hit are 
a group of 15 students who 
were told on the second day 
of their course that it had to 
be cancelled,  despite having 
paid around £15,000 towards 
their fees a month before their 
course start dates. Many of the 
students had to use savings or 
take out loans to cover the 
course fees, as well as leaving 
their previous jobs in order 
to study full-time in Fort 
William.

Rosalinda Abeytia, 33, orig-
inally from Mexico but who 
now lives in Estonia, is one of 
several foreign students le�  
out of pocket by the situation 
at � e Underwater Centre. 
She spent three years working 
o� shore and away from home 
to save up to pay the £14,700 
course fee, and £2,000 accom-
modation costs to realise her 
‘dream’ of becoming a diver. 

A� er completing just two 
days of her course, Ms Abeytia 
has now returned to Estonia 
and awaits information on the 
future of the course or if it will 

Courses axed and 48 jobs 
lost as Fort centre collapses

Like father like son – Ruairidh wins gold
The smile says 
it all – Ruairidh 
Cormack of 
Portree, Skye, 
who sings 
with Lochaber 
Gaelic Choir, 
was delighted 
to win the 
prestigious 
men’s Gold 
Medal last 
Thursday at 
the Dunoon 
Mòd. For 12 
pages full of 
results and 
photographs 
from the adult 
competitions, 
turn to 
pages 25-36. 
17_MOD43DM02_
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Continued on page three



a special birthday celebration 
in the Glen� nnan House 
hotel on her behalf,  at the 
same time as the centenarian 
celebrated with family at 
Erskine Home, more than 
100 miles away.

� e following is a tribute to 
Kitty written by her daughter, 
Catherine:

‘At the age of 96 our mother, 
Kitty, acquired a computer 
and using it as a word proces-
sor decided to write her life 
story. At the time, the fam-
ily were a bit sceptical and 
amused by this, but indulged 
her idea that her life merited 
an ‘autobiography’... a� er 
all she was just an ‘ordinary 
woman though she did live 
through some extraordinary 
times’.

‘How wrong we were. Yes, 
she was a wife, mother, 

grandmother and matriarch, 
much like many women of 
her generation, but she did 
have her own story to tell. 
A story spanning 100 years 
of history which gave her 
children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren insight 
into the young woman she 
once was – the hidden part 
seldom glimpsed behind the 
grey hair and grandmotherly 
demeanour. Her autobiogra-
phy is proof that every person 
has their own story to tell if 
only to their family.

‘A� er the death in 2000 of 
her husband Archie, Kitty 
lived independently in 
Glen� nnan until the age of 
98 when slowly encroaching 
dementia meant she had to 
leave. Because of Archie’s 
war record as a paratrooper, 
she was able to be cared for 

at Erskine Home, Bishopton, 
Glasgow. � ere the autobi-
ography helped her carers to 
understand the lively, vivid 
person she had been and 
provided a unique personal 
history to chat to her about 
and calm her when needed.

‘As her 100th birthday 
approached, Kitty was no 
longer able to recall all the 
events and details of her past 
life and the family decided 
to take excerpts from her 
story and illustrate these with 
photographs of her, and so 
a six-metre long frieze was 
created showing Kitty’s life 
in her own words throughout 
the past 100 years.

‘At her 100th birthday 
party, attended by almost 
all her relatives, this proved 
to be a fascinating pictorial 
record, particularly for her 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. � ey learned 
for the � rst time about her 
life in Glasgow as the only 
girl among six brothers, how 
she ended up with the name 
‘Kitty’, how she knew how to 
dance the Black Bottom and 
Charleston, how she lived 
through the Clydebank Blitz 
as bombs fell, and how she 
loved and faced tragic loss 
before she met and married 
their grandfather.

‘Kitty died on the October 
4, 2018, surrounded by her 
children. Her funeral was 
held in Glen� nnan on Friday 
October 19. Six of her grand-
sons were her pall bearers 
with a seventh grandson pip-
ing her ‘home’ to be buried 
beside Archie.’
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Family and friends of the late 
Catherine ‘Kitty’ Macdonald 
gathered in Glen� nnan last 
Friday to pay their � nal 
respects to the village’s oldest 
resident.

Surrounded by her chil-
dren, Kitty passed away at 
Erskine Home, Bishopton, on 
� ursday October 4, just four 
months a� er celebrating her 
100th birthday.

For more than 30 years, 
Kitty  was a well-known face 
in Glen� nnan and that af-
fection was much in evidence 
last week as a touching service 
was held in honour of Kitty at 
St Mary and St Finnan RC 
Church, Glen� nnan, before 
Kitty was laid to rest at Dail 
Naoinh Cemetery at the head 
of Loch Shiel.

Kitty’s family arranged for 

a six-metre frieze, made up of 
photographs and anecdotes 
telling the story of her life, to 
be displayed in Glen� nnan 

House Hotel a� er the funeral 
service.

Earlier this year, Kitty’s 
friends in the village hosted 

Tributes paid to Kitty, 
Glenfi nnan centenarian

A section of the six-metre frieze documenting Kitty’s 100 years through photographs and 
snippets of anecdotes. 

Left, Kitty’s six grandsons 
carried her casket, led by 
her seventh grandson, 
Jamie, playing the pipes 
on their way to the Dail 
Naoinh Cemetery at the 
head of Loch Shiel; and, 
above, Kitty Macdonald.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

REDUCE ENERGY LOSS 
IN YOUR HOME 
BY UP TO 98%BY UP TO 98%BY UP TO 98%
A recent test held on a property in Inverness showed 
that replacing the double glazing 
in a conservatory showed 
an increase in 
efficiency of 98%. 
The same property 
showed a 90% 
improvement by 
replacing the front 
door.

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894956

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

It’s time you looked to 
where your hard-earned 
cash is escaping.
Call us today for 
expert energy  
advice.
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There are fears that the station building could fall into disrepair or be demolished.

Views sought on future of Corpach station
Kilmallie Community 
Council (KCC) is welcom-
ing views and suggestions 
on the  future of Corpach 
railway station as it looks to 
prevent the building from 
falling into disrepair.

Members are keen to save 
the building, which they feel 
has historical signi� cance in 
the village, and are open to 
suggestions from residents 
and groups as to what to do 
with the rail-side property.

ScotRail has also been 
considering the prospects 
of demolition and the sta-
tion’s future has previously 
been discussed by the West 
Highland Community Rail 
Partnership as the building 

has been closed for some 
time. � e issue is due to be 
raised again at the part-
nership’s next meeting on 
November 12.

At a meeting on Monday 
night, KCC chairwoman, 
Christine Hutchison said: 
‘It’s either going to fall into 
disrepair or get demolished. 
� at’s unless someone 
comes up with a solution for 
how to save it.’

Corpach railway station, 
built in 1901, forms part 
of the celebrated West 
Highland line which runs to 
Mallaig.

Denis Rixson, Highland 
councillor for Caol and 
Mallaig, suggested the 

building could be taken over 
by a community group.  ‘Is 
there a group which meets 
with a common interest 
who could do with a home?’ 
he asked the meeting. ‘It’s 
the sort of place that could 
provide a good home to such 
a group.’

Mr Rixson mentioned 
the former Morar train 
station,  which is now used 
by a community group, as an 
example of what can be done 
with disused stations.

Members agreed that 
e� orts should be made to 
avoid demolition but that it 
would require considerable 
work to restore it to a state 
where it could be used.

Courses axed and 48 jobs 
lost as Fort centre closes

be refunded. In addition, 
there are a small number of 
people who had booked places 
on courses later in the year 
and already paid deposits.

� e administrators  said 
that although their main 
priority is to ensure the sta�  
receive the support they need, 
‘every e� ort will be made’ for 
the students’ courses to be 
continued, potentially under 
new management. However, 
they admit that it is too early 
to establish whether that will 
be possible.

Highland Council stepped in 
to lend a hand to four students 
who were le�   homeless a� er 
the student accommodation at 
the centre was closed by � nd-
ing local accommodation and 
providing � nancial advice.

Mr McNaught, restruc-
turing partner at Johnston 
Carmichael, announced on 
Monday: ‘Despite a long 
history of providing subsea 
training and testing, � e 
Underwater Centre has been 
severely hit by the recent 
and prolonged downturn 

in the oil and gas industry. 
Our � rst priority is the sta�  
and we will be working with 
the Partnership Action for 
Continuing Employment and 
other organisations to ensure 
they receive the support they 
need. We will also be working 
with all stakeholders and 
interested parties to explore 
the options for the business 
and its assets.’

Fort William councillors 
Andrew Baxter and Niall 
MacLean expressed their 
disappointment at the centre 
being put into administration 
and encouraged the sta�  
and students a� ected by the 
closure to contact them for 
assistance and support.

Lochaber MP Ian Blackford 
has also urged government 
and public sector bodies to 
work with the centre to reach 
a solution that would allow 
the site to stay operational.

He added: ‘� e Underwater 
Centre in Fort William is a 
world-leading facility. It really 
is devastating news that we 
have reached this point. But 
it doesn’t mean that we are at 
the end of the road.’

Continued from page one

Hydro project to 
be ‘catastrophic’
Business owners on Loch 
Lochy fear their livelihoods are 
at stake if proposals to build 
Scotland’s largest hydro power 
scheme go ahead as planned.

William Schroeder and 
Brian Heys, owners of Great 
Glen Lodges at Kil� nnan near 
Laggan, have expressed fears 
that the Coire Glas hydro 
scheme, proposed by energy 
supplier SSE, could be ‘cata-
strophic’ for their business.

With the prospect of 3.9 
million tonnes of rock needed 
to be excavated from the site, 
early estimations project that 
an HGV lorry will have to 
pass within 10 metres of their 
property every three minutes, 
every day for up to seven years.

‘Our business and home are 
located within the site bound-
aries of the Coire Glas project, 
and we stand to lose our liveli-

hood if the project goes ahead 
as planned,’ they said.

� eir concerns follow the 
decision of Highland Council’s 
south planning committee on 
Tuesday not to raise objections 
to SSE’s application to the 
Scottish Government for con-
sent to increase capacity of the 
Coire Glas scheme.

However, councillors had 
serious concerns about the 
scale of the project’s spoil 
management plan, considering 
the amount of rock that will 
need to be excavated and 
transported o� -site for the 
scheme to be built. ‘� e issue 
of spoil management and rock 
extraction – that’s all on our 
road speci� cally,’  said Mr 
Schroeder. ‘� at’s the only was 
into our property and therefore 
it’s the only way our clients can 
come here at all. If there are 
HGVs on the road every day, 
that will have a catastrophic 
impact on us.’

It was stated at the meeting 
on Tuesday that 1,200 tonnes 
of rock will need to be trans-
ported from the site each day 
by road and potentially 3,000 
tonnes a day transported by 
barge down the Caledonian 
Canal at the height of con-
struction. � at would mean 
40 months of rock extraction 
alone without delays, not 
including the thousands of 
tonnes of timber that need to 
be extracted.

Councillor Denis Rixson 
said that, although the applica-
tion should be recommended, 
planners should consider the 
impact on people who live in 
the area.  ‘� e e� ect on tourist 
interests will be at best severe 
and at worst catastrophic,’ he 
said. ‘How will people want 
to stay in that part of the 
Highlands if there are thou-
sands of tons or rock being 
extracted each day?’

Councillor Ben � ompson 

says he ‘fully supports’ the 
scheme but understands the 
objections from residents in 
Kil� nnan.

‘We were satis� ed with how 
our ward councillors raised 
our concerns,’ continued Mr 
Schroeder. ‘We’ve met them on 
a number of occasions and we 
feel they listened to us.’

He added: ‘Our main concern 
is that we are not overlooked 
entirely.’

Great Glen Lodges has oper-
ated at Kil� nnan for around 
for 40 years and, together 
with neighbouring businesses, 
attracts well over 1,000 visitors 
annually.

On the issue of compensa-
tion, Mr Schroeder is ‘shocked’ 
that the issue hasn’t been raised 
at all, even at this early stage.

‘SSE refuses to discuss even 
the idea of compensation with 
us,’ he continued. ‘It also refus-
es to discuss it with our MSP, 
Kate Forbes.’

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk
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� e Fort William and 
District Branch of Legion 
Scotland will be holding 
its World War One Beacon 
of Light Service on 
Remembrance Sunday.

Beginning at the Parade in 
the centre of Fort William at 
6.50pm, the order of service 
includes a candle vigil and 
the lighting of the beacon at 
7pm.

� ose attending the service 
can obtain candles and hold-
ers from the Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church Hall. A 
donation for these would be 
appreciated. Co� ee and soup 
will also be provided in the 
church hall.

� e branch’s marquee 
will be set up with seating 
adjacent to the beacon for 
those who may require it 
throughout the service. 
In the event of inclement 
weather, the service will be 
held in the church hall.

Beacon of 
Light Service 
planned for 
Remembrance 
Sunday

� e head of NHS Highland 
spoken out to reassure the 
public and sta�  that it was 
‘doing everything it rea-
sonably can to understand 
the nature and extent of any 
bullying or discontentment 
following the recent allega-
tions in the press’.

More than 100 workers 
have come forward since a 
group of senior clinicians 
at NHS Highland spoke out 
about what they claimed to 
be a ‘severe bullying culture’ 
at a senior level and that 
‘a practice of suppressing 
criticism’ has meant sta�  are 
too frightened to speak out 

Bullying claims cast 
‘very dark shadow’ 
over NHS Highland 

or raise concerns with senior 
management.

� e group’s spokesman, Dr 
Ian Kennedy, also told the 
Lochaber Times he had been 
made aware of ‘one serious 
case’ at the Belford Hospital 
in Fort William, which he be-
lieves does ‘tie in’ with com-
plaints reported elsewhere at 
NHS Highland.

� e GMB Scotland union 
and numerous politicians 
have also been calling for 
an independent inquiry into 
the claims and have written 
to health secretary Jeane 
Freeman MSP, who wants to 
arrange a meeting between 
board members and union 
representatives, which she 
intends to chair.

In a statement this week, 
NHS Highland chairman 
David Alston said that the 
health board was taking 
these allegations ‘extremely 
seriously’ and it recognised 

the current situation as ‘un-
settling and upsetting’ for all 
involved.

‘� is damaging set of alle-
gations has cast a very dark 
shadow over the reputation of 
the board,’ he said. ‘� erefore 
it is in nobody’s interest 
for this not to be tackled 
urgently, respectfully and 
comprehensively.

‘To that end we moved 
swi� ly to request to meet 
with the clinicians who raised 
concerns and also to request 
external support through the 
Scottish Government. We are 
pleased that external support 
has been agreed in principle 
but we remain concerned 
that there are delays beyond 
our control in making this 
happen. From the board’s 
perspective the sooner we 
identify what support and ex-
pertise is required the sooner 
we can get an independently 
supported investigation 

under way. � e chief execu-
tive of the NHS in Scotland 
has  encouraged the doctors 
who originally raised the 
allegations to meet with NHS 
Highland and has also o� ered 
to meet with them personally.  

‘We continue to reach out 
to our four clinical colleagues 
with a request for them to 
meet with us so we can better 
understand their concerns 
and agree a way forward.’

Mr Alston said that a 
meeting took place last week 
(October 15) between sta�  
reps from UNISON, Unite, 
the RCM and the Chartered 
Society of Physiotherapists, 
board members and senior 
o�  cers from NHS Highland.

He added: ‘Some of the al-
legations have raised  patient 
safety concerns but generally 
are non-speci� c and lack any 
clinical detail. 

‘We are trying our hardest 
to � nd out more about what 
these safety concerns might 
be and whether they are 
recent or historic. 

‘From our own investiga-
tions and analysis nothing of 
the scale being suggested has 
been forthcoming.

‘Nevertheless we will be 
writing to both the chief 
medical o�  cer and chief 
nursing o�  cer to explain that 
these concerns over safety 
have arisen and seek their 
advice.’

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

SEALL brings American jazz back to Skye
A nostalgic musical trip back 
to the formative years of 
20th century American Jazz 
returns to Skye on Sunday as 
part of SEALL’s continuing 
autumn programme.

London’s hard-swinging 
vintage jazz band � e Dime 
Notes play Sabhal Mor 
Ostaig, An Talla Mhòr, on 
Sunday night (October 28).

� e band dig back into the 
blues-drenched sounds of 

clarinet-driven 1920s’ New 
Orleans jazz, unearthing a 
repertoire of stomps, blues, 
swing and forgotten gems of 
the era from musicians such 
as Johnny Dodds, Jelly Roll 
Morton and Red Nichols.

On � ursday November 8, 
one of North America’s � nest 
practitioners of traditional 
Scottish music, Jamie Laval, 
will give a � ddle concert 
and TEDx Talk in An Talla 

Mhòr starting at 6.30pm. � e 
concert begins at 7.30pm. � e 
evening presents a unique 
opportunity to hear the 
storytelling and music of this 
international ly-acclaimed 
performer, composer, arrang-
er and educator who special-
ises in the interpretation of 
Scottish pipe tunes.

For tickets to all events and 
further information, visit 
www.seall.co.uk

Dr Ian Kennedy told the 
Lochaber Times he had 
been made aware of ‘one 
serious case’ of bullying at 
the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William.
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Asphalt production in 
Lochaber is set to be 
relocated from Banavie 
Quarry to Carrs Corner, Fort 
William.

Breedon Northern Limited, 
which operates Banavie 
Quarry, has submitted a 
planning application that 
proposes to build an asphalt 
plant at Carrs Corner as 
an alternative location to 
Banavie in order to facilitate 
night time operations.

� e Carrs Corner site has 
been in use as a builders’ 
yard, including production 
of ready-mixed concrete, 
since 1976. Demolition of the 
redundant plant took place 
in 2017, leaving the site o�  ce 
within an empty yard.

An alternative location for 
asphalt production has been 
under consideration for some 
time and the merits of the 
proposed site at Carrs Corner 
were discussed at a meeting 
held on Monday September 
17.

Caol and Mallaig Highland 
councillor Allan Henderson 
said a move to Carrs Corner 
would be a ‘win win’ for 
both Breedon and Banavie 
residents.

A Small Isles community 
group is looking for dona-
tions to help it secure the 
future of Kinloch Castle on 
the Isle of Rum.

Kinloch Castle Friends 
Association (KCFA) is invit-
ing Rum residents, visitors 
and interested members 
of the public to help raise 
just £10,000 to complete an 
asset transfer for the historic 
19th-century hunting lodge.

� e association plans to 
take over the castle to save 
it from demolition, restore 
it as a hostel for walkers and 
visitors to the island and save 
the museum contents for the 
nation.

An interim business plan, 
published in the summer, 
was produced to support the 
association’s request for asset 
transfer of the castle from 
the current owners, Scottish 

Natural Heritage (SNH), 
which has no further opera-
tional need for the castle and 
no resources to maintain it.

Built in 1897,  Kinloch 
Castle is a category-A listed 
building. It closed in 2013 
having previously been run 
as a hotel. � e castle has been 
labelled as the most complete 
example of an Edwardian 
shooting lodge there is, with 
the exception of Balmoral.

Asphalt plant 
to relocate

£10,000 needed to secure 
Kinloch Castle future

Ambitious plans to construct 
a rail link between Tulloch 
and Newtonmore – e� ective-
ly creating a three-hour direct 
link between Fort William 
and Edinburgh – have been 
revisited by a former Fort 
William resident 40 years 
a� er they were � rst drawn up.

Principal planning engineer 
James Wegner, originally 
from Fort William but 
who now lives in Australia, 
hopes to get people thinking 
about the ‘bigger picture’ 
of rail transportation in the 
Highlands and has drawn 
up plans to create a Tulloch 
to Newtonmore railway link 
based on an old report on the 
project from 1978.

� e original report, entitled 
� e Case for a Tulloch to 
Newtonmore Rail Link was 
submitted to  the Scottish 
O�  ce and what was then 
the Highlands and Islands 
Development Board 40 years 
ago but the plans never came 
to fruition.

Using that document as in-
spiration, Mr Wegner ‘added 
� esh’ to it and compiled a 
new report in 2016 outlining 
a  26-mile West Highland 
Line Extension (WHLE) 
which would connect the 
West Highland Line with 
the Highland Main Line - 
which runs from Glasgow 
and Edinburgh to Inverness 
- e� ectively providing a 
direct rail link between Fort 
William and the three cities.

Now the former Lochaber 
resident is pushing for a fea-
sibility study to be conducted 
on the proposal, with an eye 
to getting the project on the 
agenda for the next Scottish 
Government Strategic 

Transport Projects Review 
(STPR) for the period 2032 to 
2057.

‘� is wasn’t my idea orig-
inally,’ he told the Lochaber 
Times. ‘It was � rst put for-
ward 40 years ago – they were 
asking for a feasibility then 
and that’s what I’m asking for 
now.’

Mr Wegner continued: ‘In 
those 40 years nothing has 
happened and it’s not on the 
current strategic programme. 
So is it going to be another 40 
years?’

Having roughly costed 
the project at £520million, 
Mr Wegner admits that 
the WHLE is an ambitious 
proposal but feels there is a 
renewed impetus to improve 
the area’s infrastructure and 
transport links, considering 
the potential in� ux of 400 
new workers at the new 
Liberty factory and other 
developments.

‘For the expanding popu-
lation, we need to constantly 
upgrade existing services,’ 
he continued. ‘We have to be 

thinking about this now, not 
in 50 years.

‘I just want to get it on the 
radar and get people talking 
about it. Regardless of the 
outcome, at least the result of 
a feasibility study will show 
whether it could go ahead.’

Mr Wegner pointed out 
that the WHLE would not 
mean the closure of the 
‘iconic’ West Highland Line 
but would supplement it 
and provide an alternative 
strategic route for freight and 
emergencies.

Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes, 
who has previously met with 
Mr Wegner about his propos-
als, agrees future planning 
is needed when it comes to 
transport.

‘While my priority in 
Lochaber is � rst and foremost 
relieving congestion in Fort 
William and improving the 
A82, I agree that more invest-
ment is required in rail,’ she 
said.

‘James Wegner’s proposal 
to connect Tulloch to 
Newtonmore makes a lot of 

Fort to Edinburgh rail 
link ‘can be done’

caption

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

sense and I have previously 
had extensive conversations 
with him. We should have a 
rolling programme of trans-
port programmes so that we 
are prepared for population 
growth and new opportuni-

ties in Lochaber. I’m deter-
mined to see improvements 
to the A82 as a matter of 
priority. I commend James 
Wegner’s e� orts to highlight 
what is a very reasonable, 
logical improvement to west 
coast railways. I would like 
to see fewer cars on the roads 
and more people using public 
transport but that means 
railways need to be on time, 
go to the right places and have 
enough capacity.’

What do you think about 
the potential of a Tulloch 
to Newtonmore rail link? 

Let us know by 
emailing your comments 
to fort@obantimes.co.uk 
or sending them to our 
o�  ce at 22 High Street, 
Fort William, PH33 6AT

HAVEYOURSAY
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� e Rotary Club of Lochaber in partnership with � e 
Lochaber Times, and with support from Ferguson 
Transport & Shipping, has plans well in hand for this 
year’s Christmas Festival at the Nevis Centre in Fort 
William on Saturday 24th November. Santa’s Grotto, 
Bouncy Castle and over 70 stalls packed with festive cra� s 
and food products will be ready on the day. Santa, with his 
sleigh and reindeer, will be arriving at Cameron Square at 
10.30 and leaving at 11 am to make his way to the Festival.  
� is is a busy time for Santa and he is looking for two local 
youngsters aged between 5 and 10 years to help him and to 
ride in his sleigh from Cameron Square along the Parade 
Green over to the Nevis Centre, and to wave to the crowds 
who have gathered to watch the reindeer parade. Last 
year’s winners were Kayla from Caol Primary and Faolan 
from Lundavra Primary.

If you would like to help Santa and to ride on his sleigh 
all you have to do is write a message for a Christmas Card 
sending greetings to your friends and family. Your mes-
sage should have between 4 and 8 lines of prose or rhyming 
verse and the � rst line could be:- From Lochaber we send 
you Christmas cheer …

Once you have composed your message, � ll in the 
coupon below with your details and post the coupon and 
your message to: Santa’s Message Competition, � e Editor, 
� e Lochaber Times, 22 High Street, Fort William, PH33 
6AT to arrive no later than 9 November. All the entries, 
including the winning two, will be displayed in the foyer 
of the Nevis Centre on the day of the Festival and we hope 
to include the winning two in a special Christmas card in 
the lead up to Christmas 2019. 
We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will be 
deleted/disposed in a timely manner a� er the competition entry deadline and in a manner 
appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’.

Santa needs help 
Can you write a Christmas card 

message from Lochaber ?

Santa’s card competition
Message ..............................................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

Name ..................................................................................

Age......................................................................................

Address ...............................................................................

.............................................................................................

School ................................................. Class ......................

The Rotary Club of Lochaber (SC07767) in partnership with the Lochaber Times 

Corran ferry 
replacement for 
dry docking
As of tomorrow (Friday 
October 26), the MV Corran 
will come out of service on 
the Corran to Ardgour ferry 
service for the next three 
weeks.

The vessel is due to 
undertake its annual dry 
docking. The Maid of 
Glencoul will enter service 
to cover the route. 

Corran ferry operators 
have warned passenger to 
allow plenty of time for any 
journey on the route and 
have apologised for any 
inconvenience caused.

With Hallowe’en almost 
here, ghostbusters can now 
investigate Scotland’s bloody 
past using a new ghost trail 
created by VisitScotland.

From ghostly graveyards to 
creepy castles there are plenty 
of places spirits may lurk and 
visitors now have a handy 
map to get ghost hunting.

Myth, legend, landscape and 
history combine, taking in 
landmarks and lesser-known 
hotspots along the way. 
Spooks include the Ghost 
of Glen Coe, the Phantom 
Harpist of Inveraray Castle, 
two green ladies, Jacobite 
soldiers, a terrifying train and 
a headless drummer.

Scotland is arguably the 
home of Hallowe’en – or 

Samhain as it was originally 
known. � e celebration of all 
things spooky originates from 
the ancient Celts’ celebrations 
and is based on their Feast 
of Samhain. � e eve became 
known as All Saints’ Eve, All 
Hallows’ Eve, or Hallowe’en.

Scotland’s Ghost Trail 
features a collection of places 
believed to be haunted by 
soldiers, sailors, pipers, dogs 
and even trains so visitors can 
enjoy some fright-seeing on 
their next trip to Scotland.

One such hotspot is Glen 
Coe, reputedly haunted by the 
ghosts of Clan Macdonald.

On the 13 February 1692, 
one of the most harrowing 
incidents in Scottish history 
took place. In the early hours 

of the morning, government 
soldiers – who were posing 
as friendly visitors – killed 
38 men, women and children 
from the Macdonald of Glen 
Coe clan. Many others died 
from exposure a� er � eeing 
into the bitter cold. 

In recent times, people have 
reported hearing screams 
in Glen Coe or seeing re-en-
actments of the massacre, 
particularly around the 
anniversary.

Director of customer and 
cause at the National Trust 
for Scotland Mark Bishop 
said: ‘Scotland’s history and 
heritage provides plenty of 
stories that make the hairs on 
the back of your neck stand 
up and we know that visitors 

love hearing about the darker 
side. Our Hallowe’en events, 
like the Stoats Creepy Crawl, 
are inspired by the stories 
of the places we protect and 
are all the more powerful for 
that.’

Explore castles, battle� elds, 
graveyards and more and 
stay on the lookout for any 
unexplained goings on. 

� e macabre map will be 
available to download at www.
visitscotland.com/ghosttrail 
and launches in time for the 
fearsome festivities.

Upper Achintore Primary School which has been empty for more than two years is now being stripped of all its 
� xtures to allow it to be demolished. The police have issued a warning to people breaking into the building and 
the other empty school – Fort William Roman Catholic Primary School – as the building contains asbestos.
Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography

Asbestos warning ahead of demolition 

Ghost hunters trail
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Networking: does the very 
word make your heart sink?

You’re not alone!
�e idea of being forced 

to chat to sell your business 
and yourself at events can 
be seriously daunting. But 
it’s also known to be one of 
the best ways to make direct 
and meaningful business 
connections.

�at’s why we created our 
Around Lochaber in 80 
Tables fast-moving network-
ing event during Lochaber 
Ideas Week.

It is  designed to be easier, 
more relaxed and more 
e�ective than other, run-of-
the-mill networking events.

Now back for its fourth 
year, Around Lochaber in 80 
Tables has already connected 
hundreds of  businesses and 
led directly to many new 
ventures. Businesses from all 

sectors come together to chat, 
�nd out about each other and 
promote what they do in a 
structured and fun format 
that sees sta� from  each 
business move around the 
room with a few minutes to 
chat to each other’s business 
on short ‘speed-dates’.

It’s fast-paced, fun and 
pretty noisy. Businesses are 
encouraged to bring two 
members of sta� along where 
possible, as this allows for the 
most contacts to be made. 
Businesses are then invited 
to spend the co�ee breaks 
chatting to those they have 
identi�ed as key contacts for 
them.

We will once again be guid-
ed around the room by our 
expert compere, Laurence 
Young of Glencoe Activities, 
who keeps everyone on track 
and in the right place.

If you haven’t been to many 
networking events this year, 
or any year, come along and 
give Around Lochaber in 
80 Tables a try on Tuesday 
November 13.  �e event is 
open to all businesses in 
Lochaber.

We look forward to helping 
you make fantastic new busi-
ness connections.

Find out more and book 
your place at www.lochaber-
chamber.co.uk

Lochaber Ideas Week is 
presented in partnership 
with  Developing the Young 
Workforce West Highland 
and  is kindly sponsored by 
the Lochaber Times.

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

CalMac’s most popular routes
CalMac’s most popular ferry 
routes last year have been 
revealed, showing an increase 
in passengers on almost 
every crossing in Argyll and 
Lochaber,  except those to 
Lochaline, Campbeltown, 
and Oban to Kennacraig and 
Castlebay.

Ardrossan to Brodick had 
the highest number of passen-
gers with 844,198, followed by 
Largs to Millport (745,619), 
Wemyss Bay to Rothesay 
(713,906), Oban to Craignure 
(670,248) and Mallaig to 
Armadale (285,483).

Nearly every route rose in 
passenger numbers from 
2016, except Fishnish to 
Lochaline, Ardrossan to 
Campbeltown, Oban to Coll/
Tiree/Castlebay, Kennacraig 
to Islay/Colonsay/Oban, and 
Colintraive to Rhubodach.

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, who 
obtained the information, 

said she was surprised the 
Mallaig to Armadale cross-
ing proved more popular 
than Ullapool to Stornoway 
(275,737).  �e statistics also 
showed the Skye to Mallaig 
route was  the most popular 
crossing for coaches across 
Scotland.

Ms Forbes said: ‘RET is vi-
tally important to the islands 
and has arguably done more 
than anything else to level 
the playing �eld for island 
communities who need to 
travel. Mallaig to Armadale 
�gures were up by 10 per cent 
compared to the fateful sum-
mer of 2016. Importantly, 

that means visitors will be 
travelling through the Sleat 
peninsula, where commu-
nities have worked long and 
hard to build up a viable 
industry.

‘In the midst of the impor-
tant debates about ferries, 
and not least the importance 
of the MV Coruisk to the 
Armadale-Mallaig crossing, 
it’s important to celebrate 
the huge contribution that 
RET has made to the island 
economies.’

For the full list of the most 
popular CalMac routes by 
passengers in 2017, visit www.
theobantimes.co.uk

The Oban to Craignure 
route was fourth most 
popular.

SIMPLY  
Shredding

MacQueen Bros,  
Glengallan Road, Oban,  

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed  
should you wish.

For more information  visit  
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk   

or call 01397 705765

Dragons’ Glen is no myth! 

Now in its ��h year, Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce is delighted to bring you 
a bigger, better, faster Dragons’ Glen as 
part of Lochaber Ideas Week 2018, with 
an enticing £10,000 prize money up for 
grabs.

We’re bringing in some big changes for 
2018 - for the �rst time ever, the winner 
will be announced at the end of the event 
AND you, the audience, will also get your 
chance to ask questions and have a say!

Inspired by the format of the famous 
TV show, Dragons’ Glen is always a high-
light of Lochaber Ideas Week. Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce is delighted to be 
able to present such an accessible business 
competition that celebrates creativity and 
innovation for the whole community. 

Our dragons – entrepreneur Angus 
MacDonald, Emma Parton of the 
Highland Soap Company, Andy 
Meldrum of Glencoe Mountain Resort, 
and Ali MacLeod from the National Trust 
for Scotland - have an enormous amount 
of business experience between them: 
from successful start-ups in publishing 
and soap-making to running a mountain 
resort and sourcing funding for interna-
tional projects, they’re savvy in assessing 
what is going to work. �ey’re ready to 
inspire the future generation of entrepre-
neurs right here in the Outdoor Capital 
of the UK. 

Former winners of the prize money 
donated by the West Coast Communities 

Fund administered by Foundation 
Scotland include fashion designer Lorna 
Gillies, pod-building business Clan Pods, 
�ree Wise Monkeys indoor climbing 
centre and Kinlochlovin’ social enter-
prise company. All businesses have found 
the Dragons’ Glen experience and invest-
ment hugely bene�cial to their growing 
business success.

Dragons’ Glen is open to all Lochaber 
residents, aged 16 or over, who have a 
business idea, and for businesses wishing 
to diversify or introduce an innovative 
new concept. �is year’s competition has 
attracted a diverse range of fantastic busi-
ness ideas and we can’t wait to introduce 
you to them!

 Come along to the Ben Nevis Distillery 
on Wednesday 14th November from 
5 – 8pm to watch the hopeful applicants 
deliver their new business pitches to the 
dragons and pick your favourite!

Tickets cost just £6 (plus online booking 
fee).  To �nd out more and book tickets 
visit www.lochaberchamber.co.uk

�is event is kindly sponsored by Twin 
Deer Law, who are continuing their sup-
port for Lochaber Ideas Week for a ��h 
year.  TDL are a niche commercial law 
�rm operating throughout the Highlands 
and Islands, assisting businesses large 
and established to small and start-up. 
TDL are delighted to sponsor Dragons 
Glen to help identify, support and grow 
business in Lochaber. 

Lochaber Ideas Week 2018 is presented in partnership  
with Developing the Young Workforce West Highland.
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Sharon took extra woolly jumpers and socks to make the sleepover that bit more 
comfortable. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

Shop sta�  read bed time stories to shop manager Sharon 
Smith ahead of her fundraising sleepover. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber
 Kilmallie Community 
Company is holding its 
AGM tomorrow, October 26, 
at 7.30pm at the Kilmallie 
Community Centre in 
Corpach.
 Lochaber Transport Forum 
will hold its open quarterly 
meeting and annual general 
meeting at Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church Hall, Fort 
William, at 11am tomorrow 
(Friday October 26).
 Aye2Aye Lochaber is 
delighted to welcome Dr 
Craig Dalzell to present on 
the subject: The Economy 
and the Growth Commis-
sion. The talk takes place 
tomorrow, October 26, at 
7.30pm at Duncansburgh 
Church Hall.
 A craft fayre is taking 
place at Duncansburgh 
Church Hall, Fort William, on 
Saturday October 27 from 
11am to 3pm. Contact Chris 
on 07900 928515 for more 
information.
 The Methodist Church 
is inviting people to join 
them and other methodists 
from the area for tea and an 
informal chat on Saturday 
October 27 at 2pm at St 
Andrews Scottish Episcopal 
Church Hall (rear of the 

church), High Street, Fort 
William. For more details 
contact revnik@live.co.uk or 
on 01250  870899.
 The Lochaber Rotary 
Club’s Pop-Up Café is joining 
forces again with local 
crafters to put on a cracking 
day of activity at the 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church Hall on Saturday 
October 27.
 The Lochaber Local 
History Society welcomes 
its own Bill Cameron, a well-
kent teacher and polymath 
from Inverlochy to speak to 
his title of The Plaque above 
the Door. 

Bill will present an 
illustrated history of a family 
plaque which stood above 
the door to Nether Lochaber 
Stores in Onich for more 
than 135 years.

The talk will include royal 
connections, the creation 
of a new clan tartan, some 
history of old Onich and an 
unlikely connection with 
San Francisco. All welcome 
at the Ben Nevis Hotel, 
Thursday November 1 at 
8pm.
 Friends of Nevis is holding 
its AGM on Friday November 
2 at Glen Nevis Restaurant at 

6.30pm. The short meeting 
will be followed by a talk by 
a representative of the John 
Muir Trust. 

All welcome. Number in 
advance if possible. Contact 
Rory at info@friendsofnevis.
co.uk
 Fort William Accordion 
and Fiddle Club is holding a 
musical evening on Tuesday 
November 6 at 7.30pm 
at the Railway Club in 
Inverlochy. The guest artist 
is the Michael Garvin Band. 
All welcome.
 The AGM of the Nevis 
Landscape Partnership will 
be held at Voluntary Action 
Lochaber, An Drochaid, 
Fort William on on Tuesday 
November 13 at 5.30pm.

Sleeping on the job may not 
usually be encouraged in 
the workplace but one Fort 
William shop manager has 
managed to raise some funds 
for charity by doing just that.

Sharon Smith, manager 
at Cancer Research UK on 
Fort William’s High Street, 
spent last � ursday night 
sleeping in the shop as part 
of the Stand Up to Cancer 
campaign.

A� er closing up the shop 
and being read some bedtime 
stories by her colleagues, 
Sharon tucked herself in to 
her makeshi�  bed in among 
the shop’s shelves and hang-
ers, ready for a good night’s 
sleep. 

Twelve hours later she 
awoke and was on hand 
immediately to open the shop 
for another day of business.

‘I worked until 8pm and 
then did the sleepover all 
night,’ Sharon explained. ‘I 
think I spent 26 hours in the 
shop in total, having worked 
during the day on � ursday 
and then spending the night 
there.’

Sharon’s fundraising 
sleepover has helped raise 
£150, with donations still 
coming into the shop every 
day, and, with the shop 
staying open until 8pm, she 
made an extra £100 in sales 
on � ursday evening.

‘I heard about someone else 
doing this sleepover challenge 
and thought it would be a 

great way to raise awareness. I 
like to do something di� erent 
every year for Stand Up to 
Cancer and just decided to go 
for this.’

Sharon was fully prepared 
for the chilly night she had 
ahead of her and brought ex-
tra woolly jumpers and socks 

to make the sleepover that bit 
more comfortable.

� e team at the Cancer 
Research shop will be contin-
uing to raise funds for Stand 
Up to Cancer until the end of 
October. To support Sharon 
and the team, visit the shop 
on the High Street to donate.

Sharon’s on the 
job snooze aids 
fundraiser

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com 
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We specialise in providing face-to-face wealth management advice that is tailored to reflect individual 
circumstances. We place you at the heart of everything we do, and are committed to building and 
sustaining long-term relationships based on trust, superior service and the quality of our initial and 
ongoing advice. 

We can help you throughout your various life stages, providing a comprehensive range of financial 
solutions to address a multitude of needs and objectives. This includes investment, retirement, tax and 
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ambitions, and that the solutions that work for one simply would not work for another.
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Research has revealed that 68 
per cent of residents are in fa-
vour of a mains gas supply be-
ing installed in Fort William, 
triggering a feasibility study 
to assess ways in which gas 
can be brought to the town.

An independent market 
research report was commis-
sioned by gas distribution 
company SGN to survey 
more than 600 people and 
businesses to understand 
their views and appetite for 
a gas supply in the town. � e 
exploratory study, which 
involved in-depth interviews, 
surveys and discussion 
groups, was conducted be-
tween April and July 2018.

While the majority of re-
spondents welcomed the idea 
of a mains gas supply, 20 per 
cent of locals said they were 
against the idea and 12 per 

cent said they were not sure 
if they support the provision.

SGN’s head of network 
distribution Andrew Gibson 
welcomed the initial results 
of the research. He said: 
‘We’re happy the people of 
Fort William are broadly 
in favour of bringing mains 
gas to the area which would 
introduce energy choices for 
residents and businesses and 

provide an opportunity to 
work with partners to address 
fuel poverty issues.’

� e � ndings from the 
study have triggered the next 
phase of research which is a 
large-scale feasibility study to 
understand options of bring-
ing gas to Fort William, and 
further public consultations. 
� e feasibility study will be 
complete by summer 2019.

Kim Davis, managing 
director at Explain Market 
Research, which conducted 
the research, said: ‘We were 
delighted to support SGN in 
partnership with Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) 
on the project. � e results, 
which showed two thirds of 
Fort William residents were 
in favour of mains gas, means 
there is the opportunity to 
understand in more detail 
how to introduce energy 
choices for the residents and 
businesses in the town and 
provide wider opportunities 
for community-focused 
engagement plans on energy 
in the future.’

� e timing of the study was 

driven by the future opening 
of a new manufacturing plant, 
Liberty British Aluminium, 
in the Fort William area.

A number of perceived 
bene� ts from a mains gas 
supply were raised during 
the research which included 
improved choice of energy 
supply and provider, reduced 
energy costs and greater 
value for money. � e topic 
of improved reliability and 
greater e�  ciency was also 
raised among participants 
which covered the elimi-
nation of fuel shortage and 
supply issues, minimising 
business costs and improv-
ing competitiveness along 
with improved heating and 
cooking systems for domestic 
customers.

As this was an exploratory 
study, no decision has yet 
been made as to whether a 
mains gas network will be 
installed in Fort William.

Study into Fort gas 
network to begin

The elimination of fuel 
shortage and supply issues 
were thought to be some 
of the bene� ts to having a 
gas supply in the town.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Highlands named 
top place for 
visitors in 2019
The Highlands and islands 
have been named one of the 
top regions in the world for 
travellers in 2019, according 
to Lonely Planet’s annual 
Best in Travel book. The 
region features � fth on the 
list of top regions for 2019, 
coming in ahead of Gujarat 
in India, Manitoba in Canada 
and Elqui Valley in Chile.

New Gaelic 
medium 
catchment area
Highland Council’s care, 
learning and housing 
committee has agreed 
to recommend to the 
full Highland Council to 
create a new Gaelic medium 
catchment area for Bun-sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Loch Abar.

The recommendation is to 
include the English medium 
catchment area of Invergarry 
Primary School within the 
Gaelic medium catchment 
of the Gaelic school in Caol.

FOLLOWUS
www.facebook.com/obantimes

THE IDEAL GIFT...
Scottish Calendars 2019

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
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Gleaner Oils creates 
‘� eet of poppies’ 
Gleaner Oils will again be 
displaying poppies across 
its � eet of commercial 
vehicles this year to show 
support for the Remem-
brance Day commemora-
tions.

The ‘� eet of poppies’ 
will be a celebration of 
the communities Gleaner 
operates in. 

The poppies will be 
proudly worn by Gleaner’s 
entire � eet of 48 fuel 
tankers, and 12 boiler main-
tenance vehicles until 
November 13.

The vehicles operate from 
10 depots across Scotland.

Headquartered in Elgin, 
Gleaner is a neighbour 
of the RAF base in Lossie-
mouth and army base in 
Kinloss. Many of Gleaner’s 
customers have links to 
the armed forces, as well as 
many of the company’s 207 
sta� .

Arisaig SWI 
commences
The new session of the 
Arisaig Scottish Women’s 
Institute commenced on 
Thursday October 18. The 
group had lots of business 
to discuss after which 
refreshments were served. 
The ra�  e winner was Ann 
Lamont.

The next Arisaig SWI 
meeting will be held on  
Thursday November 15. The 
group’s meetings are held in 
the Astley Hall at 2.30pm on 
the third Thursday of each 
month. New members are 
welcome.

� e prize for winning 
Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes’ 
constituency Christmas card 
competition has been taken 
to new heights, a� er Nevis 
Range agreed to print the 
winning design on one of its 
carriages.

Courtesy of the UK’s 
only mountain gondola, 
the winner will also get a 
gondola trip up Aonach Mor, 
as well as seeing their front 
cover distributed across Kate 
Forbes MSP’s Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch constituency.

In previous years there 
have been hundreds of en-
trants from primary schools 
across the Highlands, but 
the unique prize is likely to 
attract increased interest in 
this year’s competition.

Kate Forbes MSP said: ‘In 
the past, a local business has 
donated a prize and covered 

the modest costs of printing 
the cards. 

‘� is year, I am excited to 
be partnering with Nevis 
Range, which draws in tens of 
thousands of visitors all year 
round.

‘I am absolutely delighted 
that Nevis Range has o� ered 
a trip up Aonach Mor and 
promised to print the win-
ning design on the side of one 
of its gondolas.

‘As we head towards winter, 
and the skiers and snow-
boarders make their way to 
Lochaber, I love the idea that 
they’ll head up the mountain 
in a gondola and see a festive 
design by a primary school 
pupil.’

Ms Forbes hopes the new 
prize will encourage more 
school pupils to take part.

Chris O’Brien, CEO of 
Nevis Range, added: ‘� ere’s 
nothing more Christmassy 
than Nevis Range in the 
snow!

‘We can’t wait to showcase 
the winning design and we’re 
delighted to be partnering 
with Kate.’

Every primary school in the 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
constituency has been sent a 
letter from Kate Forbes MSP 
inviting them to participate 
in the competition, with the 
short brief of an A5 drawing 
on the theme of a Highland 
winter – featuring aspects 
of the region’s landscape, 
culture and sports.

Subject to space, all entries 
will be displayed in the 
window of Kate Forbes 
MSP’s constituency o�  ce on 
Dingwall High Street.

� e closing date for submis-
sions is mid-November.

MSP’s Christmas card 
prize hits new heights

Kate Forbes MSP, alongside Nevis Range CEO Chris 
O’Brien, launches her design-a-Christmas-card competi-
tion which is open to all primary school children across the 
constituency.  Photograph: Iain Ferguson.
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by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Stromeferry bypass alterations aim to reduce delays at railway crossing
Network Rail engineers have 
made changes to signalling 
systems at Stromeferry to 
reduce delays.

From today  a temporary 
new signalling system will 

be in operation giving cars 
more time to cross the line 
while still maintaining safe-
ty for the railway.

� e system has been put 
in place at short notice to 

help ease tra�  c congestion 
while the Highland Council 
carries out vital works on the 
rockface above the A890.

To reduce waiting times, 
Network Rail has installed 

temporary stop boards and 
an automatic warning sys-
tem for trains approaching 
Stromeferry, which are 
designed to allow services to 
be brought to a halt before 

reaching the road diversion. 
� e changes will allow far 
more time for the convoys 
to operate and closure times 
should be reduced to around 
20 minutes.
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DONATIONS WANTED 

Find us at Unit 39A, Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR. 
We’re open Monday to Saturday between 10am and 4pm! 

We’re always looking for quality used furniture, white goods and household items 
- and for maximum convenience, we’re happy to accept donations at the shop. 

Just pop by - and while you’re here, take the opportunity to have a browse!



Lochaber Times
Thursday 25 October 2018 NEWS  11

LT

Congratulations for 
HebCelt festival
Western Isles Council 
has congratulated the 
Hebridean Celtic Festival 
on its success after a report 
detailed the signi� cant 
economic impact on the 
islands’ economy.

Councillor Roddie Mackay, 
comhairle leader, said: ‘The 
Hebridean Celtic Festival 
had an estimated 18,000 
attendees in 2018. The 
festival is much more than 
just a four-day event. The 
incredible work that goes 
on throughout the year 
including support from 
hundreds of volunteers, 
the platform it provides 
the Gaelic language and 
local artists, in addition to 
attracting thousands of 
visitors from all over the 
world, makes this one of the 
most unique musical and 
cultural events.’

The festival is estimated to 
have directly generated £2.1 
million.

HIAL compliance 
rated ‘very poor’
Highlands and Islands 
Airports Limited (HIAL), 
the Scottish Government 
owned company that runs 
Scotland’s remote, rural and 
island airports and Inverness 
Airport, had its environ-
mental compliance rated 
‘very poor’ by the Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency for the fourth year in 
succession.

HIAL was one of 32 organi-
sations across the country to 
receive this rating.

West Highland Line 
looks to broaden appeal
� e West Highland Line, 
cherished as one of the world’s 
great railways, is broaden-
ing its appeal through the 
work of the West Highland 
Community Rail Partnership 
(WHCRP) which wants to 
hear from passengers how it 
can improve services, writes 
Neill Bo Finlayson.

From Loch Lomond to 
the Glen� nnan Viaduct, 
the line has been carrying 
visitors and locals through 

the amazing landscape for 
decades and the WHCRP is 
hoping to appeal to the next 
generation of passengers with 
community projects and a 
renewed presence on social 
media in 2019.

A spokesperson for 
WHCRP said: ‘� e WHCRP 
has a number of exciting 
plans for 2019 and beyond, 
and we are here to represent 
all passengers – we are espe-
cially keen to hear from local 

residents about successes on 
the line or where you think 
improvements can be made.’

� e volunteer-led organisa-
tion – which represents pas-
sengers between Crianlarich 
and Mallaig and works in 
partnership with the rail 
companies  to support servic-
es on the line – has revamped 
visitor signage and infor-
mation along the line and 
launched a new website as 
well as social media feeds. � e 

partnership has also hosted a 
play, Brief Encounters on the 
West Highland Line – a play 
in homage to the classic 1945 
� lm Brief Encounter directed 
by David Lean.

Held in lineside restaurants 
and tearooms, the play 
garnered rave reviews and 
received third place in a 
tough � eld of competition 
in the Best Community 
Engagement Project award 
at the prestigious national 

Association of Community 
Rail Partnerships awards 
held in Glasgow recently.

For more information visit 
the WHCRP website west-
highlandcrp.com or email 
west high la ndcr p@gmai l .
com.

WHCRP’s social media 
feeds on Facebook and 
Twitter are regularly updated 
with snippets of rail news, 
lineside pictures, comments 
and news.

The Jacobite steam train coming over the Glen� nnan Viaduct. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 
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Bright future looms 
for Harris weaver
An island engineer has ful-
� lled his dream of becoming 
a Harris Tweed weaver at the 
site of the original Harris 
Cro� ers’ Association (HCA).

Scott Bennett, a retired 
structural engineer who lives 
in Scarista, was inspired by 
the engineering beauty of the 
Hattersley Mark 1 loom and 
painstakingly restored one to 
its former glory at Borvemor.

� e next step for Scott was 
to obtain the right to call the 
produce of his loom Harris 
Tweed as the cloth was being 
woven by a local weaver on 
the original site of the HCA 
loom buildings at Borvemor 
Farm, South Harris.

� e legislation protecting 
Harris Tweed production 
meant securing the elusive 
orb would not prove straight-
forward for Mr Bennett and 
he was told he would need 
to weave the tweed himself 

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Scott Bennett in his loom shed at Borvemor Farm.

Call for transparency 
over ferry contract
� e Labour Party in the 
Western Isles has renewed 
its call for SNP ministers to 
‘come clean’ on the terms of 
the PFI deal under which the 
ferry MV Loch Seaforth is 
sub-leased by CalMac.

Labour prospective candi-
date Alison MacCorquodale 
said ‘secrecy can no longer be 
tolerated’ and the people and 
businesses who depend on a 
reliable service ‘need to know 
the full story’.

She said: ‘SNP ministers, 
the local MSP and MP 
ignored local opinion by 
going for a one ferry solution. 
� ey then procured the Loch 
Seaforth on a PFI basis which 
had never been used before 
in CalMac’s history. It is now 
clear this was an arrangement 
fraught with di�  culty.   � e 
truth of this is now becoming 
apparent even sooner than 

we feared. We now need to 
know the terms of the SNP’s 
deal with Lloyd’s Bank, which 
owns the Loch Seaforth. Who 
is responsible for mainte-
nance and, in the event of 
breakdown or serious failure, 
where does responsibility 
lie for ensuring alternative 
provision?’

Ms MacCorquodale said the 
vessel was showing ‘alarming 
signs of unreliability’ at this 
early stage in its life.

‘SNP ministers have already 
refused to provide cover 
for the freight service on 
grounds of cost, having � rst 
claimed falsely that no vessels 
were available for lease,’ she 
continued. ‘But what is the 
cost to the Western Isles of 
unreliable ferry services, 
imposed from Edinburgh by 
people who appear to care 
little for the implications?’

The MV Loch Seaforth.

Singer receives MBE at the palace

Plans for Skye car park and toilets

Renowned Gaelic singer Dr Alasdair Gillies received 
his MBE last week at a ceremony at Buckingham 
Palace presided over by the Queen.

Dr Gillies, a trustee for the Scottish Showbusiness 
Benevolent Fund and chairman of the Gaelic 
Language Promotion Trust, was awarded an MBE for 
services to music, the Gaelic language and charity in 
the Queen’s Birthday Honours this year.

Born in Glasgow to Gaelic-speaking parents from 
Skye in 1938, he went on to become one of the best 
known singers in the Gaidhealtachd a� er recording 
his � rst album in 1963.

Perhaps most famously, Dr Gillies fronted A 
Handful of Songs, as well as the BBC’s popular Se 
Ur Beatha programme. He also hosted the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation’s Ceilidh, resulting in 
coast to coast tours of North America.

� e John Muir Trust, which 
looks a� er the Strathaird 
peninsula on Skye, has been 
awarded £65,579 to help it 
build two composting toilets 
and double the number of car 
parking spaces at the foot of 
Bla Bheinn.

� e money, from the 
Rural Tourist Infrastructure 
Fund administered by 
VisitScotland, will help with 
the estimated £100,000 total 
cost of the project. 

� e balance will be raised 
by the trust, which submitted 
a planning application to 
Highland Council last week.

� is plan would involve 

doubling the capacity of the 
existing car park from 16 to 
34, including disabled access, 
and the building of two com-
posting toilets, which will re-
quire minimal maintenance.

Sarah Lewis, the trust’s 
Skye conservation o�  cer, 
said: ‘� e John Muir Trust 
has recently invested heavily 
in footpath repairs. 

‘But we are also looking at 
how best to manage visitor 
pressures, especially around 
Bla Bheinn, one of Scotland’s 
� nest and most popular 
mountains.

‘We are con� dent this 
application will be successful 

because it will relieve parking 
congestion and help us keep 
the main access route to the 
mountain landscape tidy and 
free from the mess that some 
tourists, unfortunately, leave 
behind.’

� e trust manages around 
12,000 hectares on Skye and, 
over the past two years, it has 
invested  £263,000 repairing 
and upgrading  its network 
of footpaths on the island, 
including the Sligachan to 
Loch Coruisk route, the Elgol 
to Camasunary path and 
the scenic loop path at the 
Allt Daraich gorge between 
Sligachan and Glamaig.

Dr Alisdair Gillies.

as well as produce it from 
his own garage adjacent to 
the family home. Not one to 
avoid a challenge, Mr Bennett 
set about learning to weave 
and, under the instruction of 
DR MacDonald of Northton, 
he received a month’s tuition 

in all aspects of weaving. He 
restored another loom in his 
garage, then wove and sub-
mitted test pieces to Carloway 
Mill in September. 

Mr Bennett was delighted 
to learn recently that his 
perseverance has  paid o�  and 

he now has his own weaver’s 
number from the Harris 
Tweed Authority.

He said: ‘It’s been a labour 
of love to restore these 
masterpieces of mechanical 
engineering and to learn this 
traditional cra� . I hope to 
o� er demonstrations in the 
summer and share tales of 
island perseverance.’

Mr Bennett plans to enjoy 
weaving Harris Tweed on the 
restored loom with a view out 
across the Atlantic from the 
open loom shed. 

Mr Bennett’s wife Margaret 
added: ‘Borvemor was orig-
inally a site with two looms, 
where there was always 
plenty of activity and fun 
with weaving and warping on 
the go daily. I remember the 
cloth was delivered by lorry 
to the mills for processing by 
George MacDiarmid. � e last 
time Harris Tweed was pro-
duced there was more than 
60 years ago by local cro� er 
Dolly Macleod.’
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Misneachd’s 
radical plan 
for Gaelic
Gaelic grassroots campaign 
group Misneachd has pub-
lished its alternative national 
Gaelic plan which challenges 
the Scottish Government 
and Bòrd na Gàidhlig to take 
more action.

� e document, A Radical 
Plan for Gaelic,  notes Gaelic 
is rapidly weakening as a 
community language and 
claims this is being largely 
ignored by the Scottish 
Government and the o�  cial 
Gaelic development agency 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

� e ‘radical plan’, presented 
and discussed in events 
organised by Misneachd in 
Dunoon to coincide with 
the Royal National Mòd, 
is intended to be a critical 
and constructive response 

to the third National Gaelic 
Language Plan (2018–2023) 
which was published in April.

At the time of the national 
plan’s release, there were 
concerns politicians and 
Gaelic organisations made 
little mention of research 
showing the crisis of Gaelic in 
heartland communities – an 
issue which was highlighted 
in a 2011 report on Shawbost, 
Lewis, commissioned by 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig. � e report 
showed that transmission of 
the language to children was 
greatly weakened and the 
language had lost its position 
as the default community 
language.

Disappointed that the issues 
raised in this 2011 report 
were not included in the latest 

National Gaelic Language 
Plan, Misneachd uses the 
recommendations from the 
Shawbost report as a starting 
point. 

It argues strengthening 
Gaelic in heartland commu-
nities is essential if other key 
policies, such as expansion 
of Gaelic-medium education 
and broadcasting, are to be 
sustainable in Scotland.

� e plan recognises signif-
icant additional government 
funding would be needed to 
achieve these aims. However, 
it argues existing policies and 
funding streams could also be 
used more e� ectively.

� e plan emphasises that 
grassroots community activ-
ism with a progressive ethos 
is key to success.

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

LT

� e timelines of our lives are 
a constantly moving mix of 
warm memories and  regrets 
of the past, hopes, dreams 
and fears for the future, 
trying to make the most of 
the present, and at all stages 
marvelling at the accelerating 
rate with which the years are 
� ying past.

In 2019, we will be celebrat-
ing the 20-year anniversary of 
when we started Skipinnish 
and it feels as if it has passed 
by in a quick blur while we 
were busy doing other things.

Looking back at the very 
early days of the band is some-
thing we have been doing a lot 
in the past wee while as we 
plan a few big events for next 
year.

A most enriching aspect of 
being a musician is the oppor-
tunity it gives to meet people 
in many areas of the country 
and lots of those we have met 
will last in  memory until my 
accordion has played its last 
tune, I have written my last 
song and had my last breath.

One of those whose mem-
ory will endure is the late 
Alex ‘Baitch’ MacDonald 
from  Morar. I am writing 

this column late on the night 
before I’ll travel north to 
his  funeral, and thinking 
about Alex brings back the 
most amazing memories of 
playing in the Marine Hotel in 
Mallaig in summer 1999.

Alex, who had been a � sh-
erman, was a friend of my 
father but I didn’t meet him 
myself until the � rst  gig we 
did in Mallaig. I had heard a 
lot about him over the years so 
meeting him for the � rst time 
was a great occasion.

At that gig and every other 
we subsequently played in 
the Marine, Alex would join 
us for a few songs. � e Silver 
Sands of Morar and Come By 
the Hills were his specialities 
and what a voice he had.

� e Marine was at that time 
under the ownership of the 
Ironsides, who combined  the 
� nest hospitality with a 
tightly-run ship. � ese gigs 
were absolutely wild and 
the  atmosphere was like no 
other venue we’ve played in 
since.

Andrew and I would be 
squashed in the corner under 
the window blasting out the 
tunes, o� en joined by  an-

other friend, the late Patrick 
Morrison, usually straight in 
from sea still in his blue boiler 
suit and wellies, playing the 
spoons.

� e whole place would be 
a seething force of dancing, 
drinking, romancing, 
shouting, singing, laughing 
and there was  always a hint 
of the Wild West. Victor, the 
barman, would be in control 
but not enough to dampen the 
electric atmosphere.

It was a mark of the respect 
in which Alex ‘Baitch’ was 
held that when he took the mi-
crophone to sing, the whole 
bar would settle down, listen 
to his incredible voice  and 
sing along with him. Not 
many people could have had 
that e� ect on a bar full of such 
a wild crowd of drink-fuelled 
� shermen and young Mallaig 
revellers.

He did it with a gentle 
smile and an ease of friendly 
charisma that marked him 
out as one of the � nest and 
kindest characters of the west 
coast. As Alex will be laid to 
rest tomorrow these thoughts 
and memories will be pass-
ing warmly through my mind.
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YOUR PICTURES
Rest and Be Thankful 
problems will continue
I have been driving over the Rest and Be 
� ankful for 56 years and have a long and ac-
curate memory. I have been a member for many 
years of the A83 Taskforce.

I have strenuously argued that the Rest land-
slide problem must be solved, to stop wasting 
money on ‘mitigation measures’ and � nd a 
permanent and safe solution to these endless 
landslides over the past 10 years.

Money has been wasted on widening, resurfac-
ing and upgrading the Old Military Road with 
white lining, speed bumps and pedestrian posts 
on the lower stretch. It has been a total waste 
money as this option is presently unavailable.

As I have predicted at taskforce meetings, 
heavy landslides could and will take out both 
routes, particularly at the top end as the steepest 
and most dangerous slopes are where the Old 
Military Road is at its closest to the A83. � e 
recent landslides prove this.

Transport Scotland (TS) commissioned a 
report to evaluate the options and provide and 
protect the A83 in Glen Croe, which is Argyll’s 
M8. � e cheapest option was chosen to create 
a diversion route using the Old Military Road. 
Ever since TS has being trying to justify this 
� awed decision and has never accepted any other 
plan and then obstructed any sensible discussion 
about a permanent solution.

I suggested six years ago building a concrete 
structure on the line of the present diggings 
creating a 600m x 4m structure which could 
be easily blended into the hillside lessening any 
environmental impact. Installation of gates and 
permanent tra�  c lights could easily and quickly 
be activated whenever there are adverse weather 
warnings giving peace of mind to travellers.

I have constantly asked what the cost are of 
removing debris in the high nets in one-ton bags 
using helicopters, demolishing large boulders 
sometimes using explosives on this an already 
unstable hillside and the replacement of expen-
sive security netting.

� is was denied as ‘commercially sensitive’ 
information. I was fobbed o�  at a taskforce meet-
ing of my tunnel suggestion as it would require a 
1.2km tunnel and would cost £120 million and 
lead to long road closures during construction.

Transport Scotland’s design was wrong, 
visually obtrusive and used to in� ate the cost to 
make it unviable.

Absolute nonsense.
� e present holding pits have been excavated 

without disruption. A tunnel on this line would 
avoid digging down an extra eight metres, as they 
are doing at present, use precast concrete roof 
and side panels and then further strengthening 
if deemed necessary. � is would save money and 
protect the A83.

With climate change, these slides will continue 
and perhaps be more severe so an urgent solution 
is required before there is a fatal incident.

I call on our political leaders and Transport 
Scotland to solve the Rest closures and urgently 
address this long-running problem and adopt 
a proper strategy. I hope our new Transport 
Minister brings a fresh and constructive view 

to the next taskforce meeting. Argyll demands a 
permanently protected A83.

Donald Clark,
� e George Hotel, Inveraray.

Government’s cheap option 
for A83 has clearly failed
� e recent engineering works carried out by 
the Scottish Government to try to solve the 
problems at the Rest and Be � ankful have 
clearly failed their � rst test.

� ose out working on the hillside in appalling 
conditions have done their best, as have Western 

Closure of The 
Underwater Centre 
is a serious blow
� e closure of � e Underwater Centre in 
Fort William has dealt a serious blow to the 
Lochaber area.

� e demise of the diver training 
business was announced last week when the 
company was placed into administration, 
with the loss of 48 jobs.

It is always a desperate time when a 
business fails, felt most keenly by the 
employees who are le�  staring into an 
uncertain future.

However, in this case, the student divers 
enrolled on courses at � e Underwater 
Centre have also been le�  out of pocket. 
� ey are understandably angry that their 
fees were taken despite the perilous position 
of the company.

Its � nancial predicament had been known 
previously as it was rescued last year thanks 
to a collaboration with other o� shore 
businesses.

David McGhie, managing director of � e 
Underwater Centre, told of his ‘heartbreak’ 
this week when he had to announce the 
closure of the business.

� is has been a thoroughly dispiriting 
turn of events for all concerned. � e 
administrators, Johnston Carmichael, say 
they hope to � nd a new owner.

� at is an aspiration we all share.

Rail improvements a 
tantalising prospect 
Talks of a three-hour rail link between 
Fort William and Edinburgh have been 
resurrected a� er a gap of 40 years.

Crucial to the idea is the creation of a 
Tulloch to Newtonmore railway link, 
proposed by an expatriate Lochaber man.

Connectivity is a genuine buzzword these 
days and with good reason. � e thought of 
such a fast direct link is indeed a tantalising 
prospect.

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, simply 

send it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post 
it to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB or hand it in to our o�  ces in Cran-
nog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, or in High Street, Fort William. 
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FORT WILLIAM

Players and coaches from both 
Lochaber and Oban Lorne rugby 
clubs took part in a day of � rst 
aid training at Banavie on Sunday 
October 14.

� e First Aid In Rugby (FAIR) 
Level 1 course, which was open 
to rugby coaches, players and 
parents, was run by World Rugby 
Medical Educators Ailsa McAleer 
and Katrina Deas. With the 
backing and support of Scottish 
Rugby Union, the medical 
educators are hoping to get as 
many clubs involved in � rst aid 
training as possible.

Rugby is renowned for its 
physicality, however, the rate 
of serious or life-threatening 
injuries in the sport is rare. � e 
outcome of many injuries can 
o� en be improved by very simple 
� rst aid skills from bystanders 
until emergency help arrives 
and the FAIR training aims to 
equip individuals with some of 
the basic skills which may be 
required in such a situation.

Nomination packs for prospective 
candidates for the Wester Ross, 
Strathpe� er and Lochalsh ward 
by-election are now available from 
Highland Council’s website.

� e by-election is being held fol-
lowing the resignation of Councillor 

Players and coaches from Lochaber Rugby Club and Oban Lorne 
Rugby Club attended the � rst aid training. 

Rugby clubs given � rst aid training at Banavie

LOCHALSH & WESTER ROSS

STRONTIAN

Kate Stephen (Scottish Liberal 
Democrats), who was one of four 
Highland councillors representing 
ward � ve. 

� e other ward members are coun-
cillors Biz Campbell (Independent), 
Ian Cockburn (Scottish National 
Party) and Derek MacLeod (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist).

� e closing date for nominations 
is 4pm on Friday November 2. 
Nomination forms should be deliv-
ered to Robbie Bain, depute return-
ing o�  cer, � e Highland Council, 
Room 106, Council O�  ces, High 
Street, Dingwall, IV15 9QN.

If the seat is contested, voting will 
take place on � ursday December 6 
with the count taking place within 
the ward on the following day.

Anyone eligible to vote can do so 
in person on the day or apply for 
either a postal vote or to vote by 
proxy. � e latest time to apply for 
a postal vote is 5pm on Tuesday 

November 20 and the deadline for 
anyone wishing to apply to vote 
by proxy is Tuesday November 27.   
Advice on postal and proxy voting is 
available by contacting the Electoral 
Registration O�  ce on 0800 393 783.

Fort Augustus cruise company 
Cruise Loch Ness has sailed home as 
winner of the Inverness Chamber’s 
Outstanding Performing Small 
Business Award.

� e win, announced at the 
Highland Business Awards, follows 
con� rmation that the family-run 
business has also been shortlisted 
for two awards in the Highlands 
and Islands Tourism Awards, to be 
announced in November.

Recognition for the business, run 
by husband and wife team Ron 
and Debi Mackenzie, comes as it 
celebrates 50 years’ trading this 
year. Cruise Loch Ness operates 
two passenger vessels and three 
high-speed RIBs providing capacity 
for 350 passengers at any one time 
across Loch Ness.

� e business invested in the launch 
of a new £1.5m catamaran this year 
and another cruise vessel is being 

designed. With plans to buy two new 
RIBs and build a new booking o�  ce 
in the Highland village, Cruise Loch 
Ness will have invested £3.5m in the 
next three years to boost the local 
economy.

Managing director Ron Mackenzie 
said: ‘Winning the Outstanding 
Performing Small Business award is 
a real honour and we are absolutely 
delighted our team has been recog-
nised for their on-going commit-
ment to the area.

‘� e passion and exceptional 
knowledge of Loch Ness has been 
passed on through the family to our 
18 sta�  who love to share this with 
our customers.’

� e Inverness Chamber Highland 
Business Awards, held on Friday 
September 28, at Drumossie Hotel, 
Inverness, celebrated the achieve-
ments of businesses and individuals 
across Highland region.

The Cruise Loch Ness team picked up their award at the Inverness 
Chamber Highland Business Awards on Friday September 28. 

Fort Augustus business cruises 
home with top award

Members of the Fort William Town 
Team (FWTT) will be having a 
fundraising bag pack in Morrisons 
on Saturday October 27.

� e team of volunteers are looking 
to raise funds to help cover the cost 

of running FWTT next year. � e 
group’s major annual cost – just 
over £2,000 – is for plants, compost, 
mulch and other materials for the 
� ower beds in and around Fort 
William High Street. Almost 2,000 
plants were planted by the FWTT 
this year alone.   FWTT would like 
to thank GardenStop at Blar Mhor, 

who organise the purchase of the 
plants at a good price for them.

Last year, the team’s fundraising 
bag packing session raised £814, 
a total which they would love to 
achieve again this year.  � e fund-
raiser is also a great opportunity for 
the team to talk to the community, 
tell them about the work they do and 
to encourage others to help out.

Bag packing will start at 10am and 
� nish at 4pm.

If you wish to help, contact FWTT 
secretary Sue Keen at sue@fortwil-
liamtownteam.co.uk.

Access to the Ariundle Oakwoods 
near Strontian will be limited over 
the next two months.

Routes from the car park, bridle 
path and lower bridge will remain 
closed on weekdays for tree felling 
until December. Residents and 
walkers have been asked to respect 
the signs erected by the Forestry 
Commission Scotland.

Access to the head of the glen 
is still possible through the Fairy 
Walk.

� e Ariundle Centre is open as 
usual for teas, co� ees, amazing cake 
and, of course, meals.

� e pitch-side treatment during 
matches at Banavie or in Oban 
will be that bit more e� ective now 

a� er all members of Lochaber and 
Oban Lorne rugby clubs success-
fully attained the quali� cation.
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s

� Ronnie is quick on the uptake, and indeed, 
on the downtake. He was in the Loch Leven 
the other night, and the crack was good. So 
much so that some customers were buying 
drams for the barman. � ese mounted up un-
til there was a bumper quintuple in one glass. 
However, one over enthusiastic/awkward 
member of sta�  contrived to knock the glass 
sideways, till it began to fall o�  the edge of the 
counter. Like lightning, Ronnie, in the man-
ner of the McEwan’s advert on the telly, caught 
it, and its contents, before they hit the � oor. 
� en, raising the glass, as if proposing a toast, 
Ronnie proclaimed: ‘Slainte Mhath  – And I’m 
claiming salvage rights.’
� Alistair Gow was standing in the driveway 
to a cro� house down Druimarben way when 
a JCB pulled up on the main road alongside. 
� en an accompanying pick-up appeared, 
towing a caravan.  � e JCB driver enquired, 
‘Can you tell me, Sorr, what this place is?’ 
Alistair looked at the name on the piece of 
paper our Irish hero was holding. ‘Barcaldine’ 
it read. Refraining from the ‘If I were you....’ 
instruction, Alistair explained that they were 
nearer Ballachulish than Barcaldine. It tran-
spired that the contracting cavalcade had ar-
rived ‘to do a job’ seven miles north of Connel 
Bridge. But the bhoys had actually contrived 
to come across Ballachulish Bridge. So, at 
least, they could be able to take their bearings 
from there, as Alistair sent them southwards 
to think again.
� Angus ‘Lochiel’ was driving his � sh van 
south over the Black Mount one day last 
week. O�  to market at � ve o’clock in the 
morning. It was a bit frosty and Angus was 
ganging warily. He knew there would be deer 
about and, sure enough, his lights picked up 
the eyes of a stag on the grass verge. Angus 
slowed down, skidded a bit, and came to a 
halt.  Whereupon the stag walked majestically 
across the road, in front of the van. But, as it 
was poised to disappear up the banking, the 
ungracious animal lashed out with a rear 
hoof and backheeled Angus’s sidelight and 
re� ector. Angus ‘Lochiel’ was furious. And 
rightly so. He jumped out of the van and gave 
the stag a rare mouthful, calling it the most 
inconsiderate and discourteous animal under 
the early morning sun.
� I see the Hydro have won a Saltire Award for 
their Mullardoch Dam Project. And that, of 

course, could solve one of the world’s greatest 
mysteries. Because, it was in Loch Mullardoch 
that Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team mem-
bers George Bruce and Donald Watt spotted 
the ‘Vanishing Cottage’. Now, could it be that 
what they saw, deep down in the waters of the 
loch was actually the temporary canteen, the 
earliest essential facility to be submerged for 
the £3 million project prior to the construc-
tion of the dam?
� Bobby, the golden retriever, worked his 
way out of the rear caged-o�  section of the 
family estate car. And plonked himself on 
the front passenger seat as his master drove 
o�  in the direction of the Braes of Lochaber. 
Along came the polis and � agged them down. 
‘Shouldn’t your dog be behind the grille?’ que-
ried they. And then, give them their due, they 
burst out laughing when they saw that Bobby, 
the canine co-driver was actually strapped 
into ‘his’ seat belt.
� � e ‘Alexander Cousins’ put in an appear-
ance earlier this month at Fergie’s ‘Illegal 
Moidart Museum’, which features illicit 
whisky stills and much poaching parapher-
nalia. ‘� e Alexander Cousins’ were posing 
as excisemen. Of course the museum curator 
soon sussed out  the ploy, as you don’t  get too 
many excisemen on duty in these parts. So 
everybody had a good laugh. A week later two 
men turned up at the museum, identifying 
themselves as ‘excise o�  cers’. � e curator 
wasn’t swallowing that one. Until, that is, it 
emerged that they really meant business. And 
they insisted that a big, jaggy hole had to be 
bored out of the bottom of one particular cop-
per still which was on display – so it couldn’t 
be used to produce home made hooch.
� It was a bit like Vaudeville in Lochaber 
House, the adjourned meeting of the council’s 
resources and general purposes committee 
providing great entertainment. But then it be-
came somewhat acrimonious, with plenty of 
bickering. Raised voices, with comments like 
‘atrocious’, ‘shambolic’, ‘appalling behaviour’. 
Later in the a� ernoon there were, however, 
some signs of light relief (if you’ll pardon the 
expression). I refer, in particular, to the fact 
that one elected member, unable to contain 
himself much longer, got   up from the table 
to take his leave en route for the toilet. ‘Stay 
where you are!’ exhorted the chairperson. � e 
caught-short councillor, now balancing on 
one foot, and leaving the room regardless, re-
plied, ‘Have you got a mop, then?’ Just as well 
he wasn’t asking Ulsterman Sammy Ball that 
question. ‘A mop (map) of where?’ Sammy 
would have replied.

SUNART

PLOCKTON

In just two weeks, the Highland Community Energy 
Society (HCES) has raised almost £750,000.

HCES is o� ering the public the opportunity to buy a 
community stake, amounting to £1.89 million, in six 
hydro projects across the Highlands, each in a separate 
company where the local community at each location 
will bene� t from the pro� t generated by the projects.

So far the public share o� er has raised more than 
£700,000. However, the � rst round aims to raise 
£900,000 to fund the community stakes in the soci-
ety’s � rst two hydro sites. HCES needs the money as 
soon as possible so the community stake may be taken 
on and the cash used to build the third site.

HCES wants as many people as possible, especially 
local people, to join – residents living in the Highlands 
can buy a stake for as little as £100.  � e minimum 
stake for others is £250.

� is project is supported by Local Energy Scotland 
and Energy4All Ltd, a leading social enterprise in the 
UK for establishing community-owned renewable 
energy schemes. Director Jim Lee said: ‘We have 
recruited some local directors who will help to get as 
many local people involved in this share o� er.’

HCES’ portfolio of hydroelectric projects, all in the 
Highlands, is a joint venture with a company called 
Coille Dhealain, owned by Highland Eco Design em-
ployees and based in Perthshire.

HCES will hold 25.1 per cent of the share capital in 
each project company and dividends from the society’s 
shareholdings from these will be paid back to HCES.  
Virtually all of the capital raised will be loaned to the 
project companies, as the share capital is nominal.

To out more about this project, visit hces.coop

Construction at the Laggan site in summer 2018.

Highland energy share 
o� er raises £700,000 
in only two weeks

Sunart Community Council is no 
longer in abeyance following the 
election of three new members.

John Jones, Tim Coldwell and 
Laura Wilson have been elected to 
the council.

� ere was no poll as the number of 
candidates elected was equal to the 
number of councillors required to 
be returned.

 Plockton is having one of the wettest 
spells for many years. Following 
eight inches of rain in September, 
the � rst 10 days of October saw more 
than � ve inches of rain recorded.       

Kenneth MacRae, 36 Harbour 
Street, Plockton, cycled more than 
600 miles in September and raised 
more than £300 for Cancer Research.        

Plockton Small Boat Sailing Club  
held their AGM in the club boatshed 
on September 29. Twenty-three 
members attended.

Main o�  ce-bearers elected 
were commodore Dr Kevin 
Baird, vice-commodore Jonathan 
Mackinnon, secretary Neil MacRae, 
treasurer Martin Clark, sailing 
convener Michael Hay, timekeeper 
Sarah Bruce, principal instructor 
Tristan Southhall, social convener 
Fiona Mackenzie, and welfare o�  cer 
Daisy Reeves Womble. A committee 
of seven members was also elected. 

Mr and Mrs James Mitchell of 8 
Ceann an uib, Plockton, celebrated 
their golden wedding on October 
12 with a family party in Plockton 
Hotel.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com 
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LOTTERY NUMBERS

Lochaber club lotteries

ATHLETICS

Results from the Isle of Skye
GOLF

Lochaber Athletic Club’s 
answer to the the Brownlee 
brothers, twins Fraser 
and Ruaraidh Mackenzie, 
took part in the recent 
Bennachie Hill Race.

� e Fort William twins 
were matching almost 
step for step around the 
course and although their 
mother Isobel said they 

arrived into the world 
four minutes apart, there 
was only two seconds 
separating them in this 
particular race. 

� e pair featured in 
the October 11 edition 
of the Lochaber Times 
a� er graduating at the 
same time, from the same 
course.

� is week’s Fort William Golf Club lotto numbers were 15, 
18 and 20. � ere were no winners this week. � e jackpot 
for the draw today (� ursday) will be £500.

Numbers drawn in the Caol Regeneration lotto were 2, 
16 and 17.  � ere were no winners this week. � e prize for 
next week will be £200.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers for this week 
were 10, 18 and 20. Next week’s draw will have a prize of 
£400.

� e Caol Community Centre bingo club lotto numbers 
this week were 3, 7 and 8. � ere were no winners this week 
so next week’s jackpot is £700.

South Lochaber � istle have progressed into the next 
round of the West of Scotland cup a� er a hard fought 2-4 
victory against a tough East Kilbride side.

On a small pitch, the game was scrappy and for long 
periods the play was bogged down in the middle.

A man of the match performance from Barna Tot, 
goals from Sean Noble, Darren Duncan and a brace from 
Martin Munro saw the Jags progress.

On Saturday October 13 and Sunday 14, the Captain's 
Prize was played for at Isle of Skye Golf Club. Results: 1 
Ross Cumming 42; 2 David Maclean 41 bih; 3 Andrew 
Long 41.

The Mackenzie brothers, in the Lochaber Athletic Club 
white and blue tops, were only two seconds apart at 
the recent Bennachie Hill Race. 

Twins inseparable 
at Bennachie race

FOOTBALL

Uddingston  2
Oban Saints 4
(after extra time)

West of Scotland Cup

Saints have to do 
a little bit extra 
in West Cup win

Team captains Dominic Clarke and Dene Cassells with 
referee Stuart Broadfoot at the toss of the coin.

Extra-time goals from Craig 
MacEwan and Donald 
Campbell sealed a hard-fought 
West of Scotland Cup victory 
for Oban Saints against a very 
useful Uddingston side last 
Saturday.

At Glasgow’s Toryglen 
Regional Football Centre, a 
short hop from the National 
Stadium at Hampden 
Park, Strathclyde Saturday 
Morning Amateur Football 
League Championship A 
leaders Uddingston pushed 
Saints all the way in a thrill-
ing battle for a place in the 
third round draw.

Management duo Donald 
Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell had planned to stick 
closely to the starting 11 from 
the previous outing in the 
Scottish Amateur Cup win 
over St Johns, however, an 
unwell James Ford had to call 
o�  just before the minibus 
departed handing an unex-
pected starting place to new 
signing David Beaton.

Saints kicked o�  with a 
sti�  breeze at their backs and 
quickly took control, opening 
the scoring in the seventh 
minute. A well-weighted 
pass from Daniel Croarkin 
saw Craig MacEwan hold 
his run perfectly to beat the 
Uddingston o� side trap and 
send him through on Kieran 
Muldoon in goal. MacEwan 
de� ly lobbed the advancing 
keeper sending the ball 
bouncing into the unguarded 
net.

Saints pressed for a second 
goal straight from the restart 
with Fraser MacFarlane mak-
ing good ground on the right 
and sending over a dangerous 
cross which Brendan Smith 
did well to thump out for a 
throw-in. 

From the throw-in on the 
right, Gemmell tried his luck 
from distance only to see 
his 25-yard e� ort de� ected 
behind for a corner kick.

Gemmell did manage to 
� nd his way through in the 
16th minute with a powerful 
low drive which smacked 

Muldoon’s right hand upright 
with the keeper rooted to the 
spot. � e ball cannoned back 
into the danger area but with 
too much pace for Croakin 
who was quickly closed down 
by Brendan Smith allowing 
Sean Smith to thump clear.

� e hosts drew level on 
the half hour mark from 
the penalty spot, but parity 
lasted just � ve minutes as 
Lewis Cameron caught out 
Muldoon at his near post with 
a smart � nish to restore the 
Saints lead.

On the stroke of half-time 
young Central Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
referee Stuart Broadfoot, who 
handled proceedings well, 
showed the � rst yellow card 
of the match to Uddingston 
striker Brian McLeod for a 
late challenge on Beaton.

Uddingston are top of 
the Strathclyde Saturday 
Morning Amateur Football 
League Championship A 
with a 100 per cent record 
and showed just why they 
are favourites for a second 
successive league champion-
ship with a much-improved 
second half performance 
which kept Saints pinned 
back in their own half for the 
most part.

Uddingston remained a 
constant threat from set piec-
es however the Saints defence, 
with Steven MacLeod and 
skipper Dene Cassells again 
impressive, remained � rm 
and unshaken.

Brendan Smith found his 
way into referee Broadfoot’s 
notebook for a late tackle in 
the 70th minute before Saints 
made their � rst changes. 

With the clock ticking down 
it looked as though Saints 
would hold on to their slender 
advantage, however the hosts 
were eventually rewarded in 
the � nal minute of the ninety.

Jamie Graham made a vital 
interception to turn a danger-
ous right wing cross behind 
for another Christopher 
Sinclair corner kick. Craig 
MacEwan’s clearing header 
from the six-yard line fell 
invitingly for second half 
substitute Paul Cassidy who 
slammed a 30-yard rocket 
through a ruck of bodies 
which Graham Douglas got 
both hands too but could only 

help into the net. � e reverse 
stung Saints into action and 
the visitors enjoyed their 
best spell of the second half 
during the time added on for 
stoppages. 

Saints almost grabbed a 
last gasp winner but Fraser 
MacFarlane’s cross from the 
right bounced agonisingly out 
of reach for Scott Maitland 
arriving late at the back post.

� e � nal act before 
extra-time was for referee 
Broadfoot to issue a yel-
low card to Uddingston’s 
Christopher Waugh which 
would ultimately prove costly 
for the second half substitute.

Saints continued their 
newly rediscovered sense of 
urgency into the � rst period 
of extra time where Muldoon 
made good early saves to deny 
MacFarlane, Newbigging and 
Croarkin.

Saints made their � nal 
change bringing on Dougal 
Graham to replace Croarkin. 
Graham took Scott Maitland’s 
le� -back berth with Maitland 
moving into mid� eld to part-
ner Newbigging.

A sluggish start to the 
second extra-time period al-
most cost Saints dearly when 
Brian McLeod headed a good 
chance wide of target in the 
18th minute.

Saints capitalised on this 
let-o�  three minutes later 

when Kerr Newbigging sent 
Craig MacEwan in behind 
the Uddingston defence wide 
on the le� . MacEwan took the 
ball to the bye-line and sent 
a looping cross to the back 
post for Donald Campbell to 
cushion a close range � nish 
into the net and at last put 
some daylight between the 
two sides.

Any lingering faint hopes of 
a comeback for the hosts dis-
appeared when Christopher 
Waugh received a second 
yellow card and with it his 
marching orders for a late 
challenge on Lewis Cameron.

Saints ended the match 
comfortably in control and 
passed up the opportunity 
to put some icing on the 
cake when Donald Campbell 
blazed over from a Dougal 
Graham cross from the le�  
a� er a good overlapping run 
to reach a Kerr Newbigging 
pass.

Mr Broadfoot’s � nal whistle 
brought an entertaining tie to 
an end with Saints pleased to 
have come through a signi� -
cant test with their cup hopes 
still in tact.  

Saints return to league busi-
ness this coming Saturday 
with the visit of another of the 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Premier Division’s 
newly promoted sides 
Rutherglen Amateurs. Kick 
o�  at Glencruitten is at 2pm. 

Thistle take sting out of EK
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More than 60 open water 
swimmers braved the cold 
water of Loch Linnhe as 
part of the Corran narrows 
swim on Saturday morning, 
October 20.

Organised by the Highland 
Open Water Swim group, 
there were 13 kayakers 
and two rigid in� atable 
boats keeping an eye on the 
swimmers.

Organiser Alex Reis said: 
‘� is is our third year cross-
ing the Corran narrows. � e 
swim seems to be growing in 
popularity. 

‘Yesterday, we welcomed 
many new swimmers trying 
it for the � rst time, alongside 
some of our regular par-
ticipants. We have already 
received requests to run it 
again next year.’

Alex’s 10-year old son 

Nicola Grieve from Lochleven swam both legs of the 
Corran narrows swim, to and from Ardgour. 

The large � eld of swimmers took to the water at Corran narrows on Saturday morning.

Callum Reis-Forrester was 
among the � eld of swimmers, 
taking part in his � rst open 
water swim.

A� er being shuttled back on 
the Corran ferry, the swim-
mers rushed to Ballachulish 
for the � rst night swim near 
the Isles of Glencoe Hotel. 
Fi� y swimmers took part in 
the 1km course, all wearing 
yellow glow sticks which 
made for interesting photos 
in the dark.

Alex added: ‘Everyone 
was excited a� er the swim 
and asked to repeat it again 
next year. Everything went 
smoothly thanks to our 
tireless team of kayakers and 
safety boats supporting the 
swimmers.

‘Highland Open Water 
Swim events are open to 
everyone, from beginners to 

experienced swimmers. Each 
person swims at their own 
pace and the  events are not 
competitive. Everyone gets 
hot soup and co� ee at the 
end to warm up. We could 
not have organised the swims 
without the support of many 

local businesses who o� er 
parking spaces and other 
services.

‘� e open water swim 
events have raised more than 
£5,000 this year for Children 
with Cancer UK through do-
nations from our swimmers.’

Lochaber strongman Stuart Whyte 
has once again shown his creden-
tials as a top competitor in the sport 
a� er he took joint third place in the 
105kg log press at the recent Scottish 
Fitness and Nutrition (SFN) Expo 
2018 in the SECC, Glasgow.

� e annual event, which attracts 
thousands of spectators, also 
features top class speakers and 
practical classes from many � elds of 
� tness.

Only 18 athletes were invited to 
compete, with quali� cation based 
on competition results throughout 
the year, so Stuart was delighted 
with his third place result and 14th 
place � nish overall.

He said: ‘It is quite an honour to 

be asked, but looking at the sti�  
competition and sheer size of some 
of these guys, who tower over me, 
I knew I was really going to be up 
against it.

‘It was a fantastic atmosphere to 
compete in and there was plenty 
for me to see and learn outside the 
arena. 

‘It was really interesting.
‘I was happy just to take part and 

didn’t really expect to come home 
with a medal, but am delighted with 
the results. 

‘Overall, I � nished in 14th position 
in the Scottish Strongman opens, 
but given the exceptional, world-
class range of people in the competi-
tion, I see this as a very good result.’

Strongman Stuart Whyte with his medal. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Strongman Stuart enjoys 
success at Glasgow expo

Swimmers brave 
Corran narrows

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 25, 2018 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 05.47 4.0 12.06 0.8 
 18.10 4.2  **.** *.*
Fri 00.24 0.7 06.14 4.0 
 12.39 0.8 18.39 4.1
Sat 00.58 0.7 06.45 4.0 
 13.15 0.9 19.13 4.0
Sun 01.35 0.8 07.21 3.9 
 13.55 1.0 19.52 3.8
Mon 02.17 1.0 08.02 3.7 
 14.43 1.2 20.36 3.5
Tues 03.06 1.2 08.51 3.5 
 15.44 1.5 21.32 3.2
Wed 04.07 1.4 09.53 3.3 
 17.03 1.7 22.55 2.9              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a moderate 
breeze from the west
Temperatures 
6°C to 12ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and a fresh 
north westerly wind
Temperatures 
4°C to 9ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Sunny intervals and a 
moderate breeze on 
Saturday
Sunny with a gentle breeze 
on Sunday Sunday
Temperatures 
3ºC to 9ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

1894
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Fort William   1
Inverurie Locos 7

Highland League

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 63

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Narrow win for the Scots 
over Ireland in Inverness

Fort William succumbed to 
their second home defeat in 
as many weeks on Saturday as 
Inverurie Locos le�  Lochaber 
with all three points a� er 
scoring seven goals.

� e Claggan Park pitch 
withstood heavy rainfall 
in the days leading up to 
Saturday’s � xture and was in 
good condition as the teams 
took to the � eld under a 

shower of rain, once again. 
With the new board watch-

ing on, Fort William were 
keen to make their mark on 
the visitors and it was a fairly 
even encounter in the � rst 10 
minutes.

However, perhaps un-
surprisingly, the Locos, 
sitting � � h in the Highland 

Fort mid� elder Stephen Lopez nicks the ball from 
Inverurie’s Neil MacLean. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Inverurie in seventh 
heaven against Fort

John Treasurer puts the ball past Inverurie’s Andy Reid to score Fort’s only goal of the 
match. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

League, began to enjoy more 
possession and � nally got the 
breakthrough on 11 minutes 
a� er Neil Gauld eased a vol-
ley into the net from a curled 
Neil McLean free kick.

Two minutes later, Inverurie 
doubled their lead a� er a long 
ball forward saw Joe McCabe 
nod the ball down for 
Gauld to volley past Callum 
Ligertwood in the Fort goal. 

� e home side hit back with 
their own e� ort on goal, but 
Josh Knowles shot straight 
into the Inverurie keeper’s 
arms.

Fort William would get 
their breakthrough in front of 
goal, however, a� er a � ighted 
ball forward from defence 
looked to be dealt with by 
Inverurie but a header back 
wrong-footed keeper Reid. 

Fort’s John Treasurer, play-
ing in a more advanced role 
in the forward line this week, 
pounced on the defensive 
blunder and tapped home at 
the back post.

Frustrated by the lapse of 
concentration, the Locos 
responded immediately and a 
low struck shot was fantasti-
cally tipped onto the post by 
Ligertwood to deny the visi-
tor’s their third. At the other 
end, Fort defender Andy Reid 

almost levelled but struck his 
e� ort wide of the goalposts of 
Andy Reid of Inverurie.

Gauld � nally got his hat 
trick in the 32nd minute 
when he was in the right place 
to � nish neatly at close range 
from a dinked cross ball.

He almost had a fourth 
minutes later but his 20-yard 
free kick was well-saved by 
Ligertwood.

� ree minutes before the 
break, the Claggan Park 
crowd were le�  stunned as 

Locos forward Joe McCabe 
let � y with an outrageous 
overhead kick which � ew into 
the net from distance.

It took Locos just eight 
minutes of the second half to 
make it 5-1 with Gauld again 
the man to � nish from a well-
placed cross into the box. 
Soon a� er, Locos defender 
Mark Souter bulleted a head-
er into the net.

Locos began to bombard 
the Fort goal but were con-
tinually denied by the heroics 

of Ligertwood between the 
posts. 

� ere was just enough 
time for one more for Gauld 
though as he rounded 
Ligertwood and stroked 
home goal number 29 for the 
campaign.

Goals ‘rain’ in at 
Claggan Park 
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